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THE

PREFACE.
TH E favourable acceptance of the firff. Vo-

lume of this work has encouraged me to

publifh afecond, which carries the Hifto-

ry forward to the beginning of the Civil

War, when the two Houfes of Parliament wrefted

the fpiritual fword out of the hands of the King and
Bifhops, and affumed the Supremacy to themfelves.

There had been a ceifation of controverfy for fome

time before the death of Queen Elizabeth ; the Pu-
ritans being in hopes, upon the acceilionof a King
that had been educated in their own principles, to ob-

tain an eafy redrefs of their Grievances ; and cer-

tainly no Prince ever had it fo much in his power to

compromife the differences of the Church, as King
James I. at the Conference of Hampton-Court •, but

being an indolent and vain glorious Monarch he be-

came a willing captive to the Bifhops, who flattered

his vanity, and put that maxim into his Head, No
Bifhop, no King. The creatures of the Court, in

lieu of the vafl fums of Money they received out of

the Exchequer, gave him the flattering Title of an
Abfolute Sovereign, and to fupply his extravagan-

cies, broke through the conftitution, and laid the

foundation of all the calamities of his Son's Reign j

while himfelf, funk into luxury and eafe, became
the contempt of all the powers of Europe. If King
James had any principles of Religion betides what
he called King-Craft, or diffimulation, he changed
them with the climate ; for from a rigid Calvinift he
became a Favourer of Arminianifm in the latter part

of his Reign ; from a Protefhant of the purefl Kirk

upon earth, a Doctrinal Pa pi ft ; and from a difguifed

Puritan, the moft implacable enemy of that People,

putting all the fpringsof thcPrerogative in Motion,

to drive them out of both Kingdoms.
A 2 But
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But inftead of accomplifhing his defigns, the

number of Puritans increafed prodigioufly in his

Reign, which was owing to one or other of thefe

Caufes.

Firft, to their {landing firm by the Conftitution

and Laws of their Country ; which brought over to

them all thofe Gentlemen in the Houfe of Com-
mons, and in the feveral Counties of England, who
found it neceflary, for the preservation of their Pro-

perties, to oppofe the Court, and to infifl upon be-

ing governed according to Law j thefe were called

State Puritans.

Secondly, to their fteady adherence to the Doc-

trines of Calvin, and the Synod of Dort, in the

paints of Predestination and Grace, againft the mo-
dern interpretations of Arminius and his Followers.

The Court Divines fell in with the latter, and were

thought not only to deviate from the principles of

the firft Reformers, but to attempt a coalition with

the Church of Rome ; while moft of the Country

Clergy being ft iff in their old opinions (though other-

wife well enough affected to the Difcipiine and Cere-

monies of the Church) were in a manner lfmt out

from all preferment, and branded with the name of

Doctrinal Puritans.

Thirdly, to their pious and fevere manner of Life,

which was at this time very extraordinary. If a

Man kept the Sabbath, and frequented Sermons

;

if he maintained family Religion, and would nei-

ther fwear, nor be drunk, nor comply with the fa-

shionable vices of the times, he was called a Puri-

tan : this, by degrees, procured them the compaf-

fion of the fober part of the Nation, who began
to think it very hard, that the number of fo-

ber, induftrious, and confeientious People, mould
be harafled out of the Land, for fcrupling to

comply with afew indifferent ceremonies, which had

no relation to the favour of God, or the practice of

Virtue.

Fourthly, it has been thought by fome, that their

increafe



The PREFACE.
increafe was owing to the mild and gentle govern-

ment of Archbifhop Abbot. While Bancroft lived

the Puritans were ufed with the utmoft rigor, but

Abbot having a greater concern for the Doctrines of

the Church than for its ceremonies, relaxed the penal

Laws, and connived at their profelyting the people to

Calvinifm. Arminianifm was at this time both a

Church and State Faction ; the Divines of this per-

fwafion apprehending their fentiments not very con-

fiftent with the received fenfe of the thirty nine ar-

ticles ; and being afraid of the cenfures of a Parlia-

ment or Convocation, took fhelter under the Prero-

gative, and went into all the flavifh meafures of the

Court to gain the Royal Favour, and to fecure to

their friends the chief preferments in the Church.,

They perfwaded his Majefty to ftifle the predefti-

narian Controverfy, both in the Pulpit and Prefs,

and would, no doubt, in a few years, have got the

balance of numbers on their fide, if by grafping at

too much they had not precipitated both Church and
State into confufion. It was no advantage to thofe

Divines that they were linked with the Roman Ca-

tholicks ; for thefe being fenfible they could not be

protected by law, cried up the prerogative, and joined

their forces with the Court Divines, to fupport the

difpenfing power ; they declared for the unlimited

authority of the Sovereign on the one hand, and the

abfolute obedience of the Subject on the other ; Co that

tho' there is no real connection between Arminia-
nifm and Popery ; the two parties were unhappily

combined at this time to deftroy the Puritans, and
to fubvert the constitution and laws of their country.

But if Abbot was too remifs, his fucceflbr Laud Heyiin's

was as much too furious, for in the firft year of ^
,te

,

ot

, . _,
i

" • Laud, p.

his Government, he introduced as many changes 506.

as a wife and prudent Statefman would have attemp-
ted in feven ; he prevailed with his Majefty to fet up
the Englifh Service at Edinburgh, and laid the foun-

dation of the Scots Liturgy ; he obtained the revival

of the Book of Sports ; he turned the Communion
A 3 Tables
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tables into altars •, he fent out injunctions which broke

up the French and Dutch churches ; and procured the

repeal of the Irifh Articles, and thofe of England to

be received in their place. Such was his rigorous pro-

fecution of the Puritans, that he would neither fuffer

them to live peaceably in the land, nor remove quiet-

ly out of it! his Grace was alfo the chief mover in

all thofe unbounded acts of power which were fubver-

five of the rights and liberties of the people : And
while he had the reins in his hands drove fo near the

precipices of popery and tyranny, that the hearts of

the mod refolved proteftants turned againfl him, and

almoft all England became Puritan.

I am feniible that no part of modern hiftory has

been examined with fo much critical exactnefs, as that

part of the reign of King Charles I. which relates to

the rife and progrefs of the civil War •, here the wri-

ters on both fides have blown up their paflions into a

flame, and inftead of hiftory, have given us little elfe

but panegyrick or fatyr. I have endeavoured to avoid

extremes, and have reprefented things as they ap-

peared to me, with modefty, and without any perfo-

nal reflections. The character I have given of the re-

ligious principles of the Long Parliament wasdefign-

edly taken out of the Earl of Clarendon's hiftory of

the Grand Rebellion, that it might be without ex-

ception : and I am of opinion, that the want ofa due

acquaintance with the principles of the two Houfes

with regard to Church Difcipline, has milled our

bell hiftorians, who have reprefented fome of them
as zealous Prelatifts, and others as cunning Prefby-

terians, Independants, Sectaries, &c. whereas in

truth they had thefe matters very little at heart.

The King was hampered with notions of the divine

right of dioccfan epifcopacy, but the two Houfes

(excepting the Bifhops) were to a man of the prin-

ciples of Eraftus, who maintained, " That Chrift

" and his Apoftlcs had prefcribed no particular form
•' of difcipline for his Church in after ages, but had

" left
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<c
left the Keys in the hands of the civil magi-

" Urate, who had the fole power of punifhing
" Tran(greflbrs, and of appointing fuch particular

" forms of church government from time to time,
*' as were moft fubfervient to the peace and wel-
" fare of the commonwealth." Indeed thefe were
the fentiments of our church reformers, from Arch-

bifhop Cranmer down to Bancroft. And though the

Puritans in the reign of Queen Elizabeth writ with

great eagemefs for the divine right of their Book of

Difcipline, their pofterity in the next reigns were
more cool upon that head, declaring their fatisfaction,

if the prefent epifcopacy might be reduced to a more
primitive ftandard. This was the fubftance of the

Minifters Petition in the year 1641. figned with fe-

ven hundred hands. And even thofe who were for

Root and Branch, were willing to fubmit to a Parlia-

mentary Reformation, till the Scots revived the no-

tion of Divine Right in the afiembly of divines.

However, 'tis certain, the Two Houfes had no at-

tachment to Prefbytery or Independancy, but would
have compromifed matters with the King upon the

epifcopal Scheme, as long as his Majefty was in the

field, but when victory had declared on their fide they

complied in fome meafurewith their northern friends,

who had aflifled them in the war : but would never

part with the power of the Keys out of their own
hands. If the reader will keep this in mind, he will

eafily account for the feveral Revolutions of church

government in thefe unfettled times.

'Tis not to be expected, that the mofl difinterefl-

ed writer of thefe affairs fhould efcape the cenfures

of different parties; I thought I had already fuffi-

ciently expreffed my intentions in publifhing the Hi-

ftory of the Puritans ; but becaufe it has been infi- Export. Let-

nuated in a late pamphlet, that it looked like a plot ler
i p- *9>

againfl the ecclefiaftical conltitution, I think it proper 3°'

to affure the world once for all, that what I have writ-

ten is with no ill fpirit, or defign againfl the peace of

A 4 the
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the Church or Nation ; that I have no private or

party views ; no patron •, no afTociates ; nor other

profpedl of reward, than the pleafure of fetting the

Englifli Reformation in a true light, and of beating

down fome of the fences and inclofures of confcience.

Nor can there be any inconvenience in remembring
the miftakes of our anceftoifs, when all the parties

concerned are gone off the ftage, and their families

reconciled by inter-marriages ; but it may be offome
ufe and benefit to mankind, by enabling them to

avoid thofe Rocks on which their forefathers have fplit.

When I am convinced of any miftakes, or unfair re-

prefentations, I (hall not be afhamedto retract them
before the world •, but facts are ftubborn things, and
will not bend to the humours and inclinations of art-

ful and angry men ; if thefe have been difguifed or

mifreported, let them be fet right in a decent manner,

without the mean furmifes of Plots and Confedera-

cies, and whoever does it, mall have mine as well as

the thanks of the publick.

I have no controverfy with the prefent Church of

England, which has abandoned, in a great meafure,

the persecuting principles of former times ; for tho'

I am not unacquainted with the nature and defe&s

of religious eftablifhments, yet neither my principles

nor inclinations will allow me to give them the leaft

disturbance, any further than they impofe upon con-

fcience, or intrench upon the rights of civil Society.

If the Frefbyterians or Independants have been guil-

ty of fuch practices in their turns, I fhall freely bear

my teftimony againft them, and think I may do it

ibid p. 12. with a good Grace, fince I have always declared a-

gainft reftraints upon confcience among all parties

of christians ; but if men will vindicate the juftice

and equity of oaths Ex Officio, and of exorbitant

Fines, Imprifonment and Banifhment, for things in

their own nature indifferent ; if they will call a re-

lation of the illegal feverities of Council Tables, Star

Chambers, and High Commiifions, a Satyr againlt

the
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the prefent Eftablifhment, they muft ufe their liber-

ty, as I ihall mine, in appearing againft eccleriafti-

cal oppreflion, from what quarter foever it comes.

I have freely cenfured the miftakes of the Puri-

tans in Queen Elizabeth's reign ; nor will I be their

advocate any longer than they have Scripture, rea-

fon, and fome degree of good manners on their

fide. If it mail at any time appear, that the body

of them lived in contempt of all lawful authority,

or bid defiance to the laws of their country^ except

in fuch cafes wherein their confciences told them, It

was their duty to obey God rather than Man ; if

they were guilty of rebellion, fedition, or of aban-

doning the Queen and the Proteftant Religion, when
it was in danger, let them bear their own reproach;

but as yet I muft be of opinion, that they were the

beft friends of the conftitution and liberties of their

country ; that they were neither unquiet nor reftleis,

unlefs againft tyranny in the State, and oppref-

fion upon the Confcience ; that they made ufe of no
other weapons, during a courfe of fcurfcore years,

but prayers to God, and petitions to the Legisla-

ture for redrefs of their grievances, it being an ar-

ticle of their belief, " That abfolute Submillion was
" due to the fupreme Magiftrate in all things
" lawful," as will fafficiently appear by their pro-

testations in the beginning of the reign of King
James I. I have admitted that the Puritans might
be too ftifF and rigid in their behaviour ; that

they were unacquainted with' the rights of con-

fcience ; and, that their language to their fupe-

rtors the Bifhops was not always decent and man-
nerly :

" Oppreflion maketh wife men mad." But
furely, the depriving, imprifoning and putting men
to death for thefe things, will not be vindicated in

our times.

In the Preface to the fir ft volume of thisHiftory I

mentioned with pleafure the growing fentiments of

religious liberty in the Church of England, but com-
plained
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plained of the burden of Subfcriptions upon the Cler-

gy ; and of the Corporation and Teft A&s, as preju-

dicial tothecaufe of Religion and Virtue, among the

Laity •, for which reafons the Proteftant Diffenters

throughout England intended to petition for a repeal

or amendment of thefe Acts the entiling Seflion of

Parliament, if they had met with any encouragement
from their fuperiors, or had the leaft profpect of fuc- .

cefs. The Sacramental Teft is, no doubt, a diftin-

guifhed mark of reproach which they have not de-

ierved ; and I humbly conceive, no very great fecuri-

ty to the Church of England, unlefs it can be fuppo-

fed, that one fingle act of occafional conformity can
take ofFthe edge of all their imagined averfion to the

Hierarchy, who worfhip all the reft of the year among
Non-conformifts. Nor can the repeal of thefe Ads
be of any coniiderable advantages to the body of Dif-

fenters, becaufe not one in five hundred can expect

to reap any private benefit by it to himfelf or family •,

their zeal therefore in thiscaufe muft arife principal-

ly from a regard to the liberties of their Country, and

a deiire of refcuing one of the moft facred rites of

Chriftianity from the profanation to which it is ex-

pofed.

Hifh Teft. But it feems this will not be believed, till the Dif-

a5
' ' Zh

fenters propofe fome other pledge and fecurity by

which the end and intent of the Sacramental Teft may
be equally attained for (fays a later writer) the Legis-

lature never intended them any fhare of truft or pow-

er in the Government* and he hopes they never will,

till they fee better reafons for it than have hitherto ap*

peared. Muft the Diffenters then furnifh the Church

with a law to exclude themfelves from ferving their

King and country ? Let the difagreeable work be un-

dertaken by Men that are better fkilled in Inch unequal

feverities. I will not examine into the intent of the

Legiflature in this place •, but if Proteftant Non-con-

formifts are to have no fliare of truft or power in the

Government, why are they chofen into fuch offices,

and
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and fubjecT: to fines and penalties for declining

them? Is it for not ferving ? This, it feems, is what

the Legiilature never intended. Is it then for not qua-

lifying ? Surely this is a penalty upon Confcience. I

would afk the warmeft advocate for the Sacramental

Teil, Whether the appointing Protectant Diffenters

for Sheriffs of Counties, and obliging them to qualify

againft their Confciences under the penalties of a Pre-

munire, without liberty of ferving by a deputy, or of

commuting by a fine, is confiftent with lb full a

Toleration, and exemption from penal laws, as this

writer fays they enjoy?
s
Tis true, a good Govern Hiir.Teft.

ment may take no advantage of this power, but in a
p " 25 '

bad one men muft qualify, or their Liberties and E-

ftates be at the King's mercy ; it feems therefore but

reafonable, (whatever the intent of the Legiilature

may be) that Proteftant DiiTenters fliould be admit-

ted to ferve their Countiy with a good Confcience in

offices of Truft as well as of Burden, or be exempted
from all pains and penalties for not doing it.

'Tis now pretty generally agreed, That receiving l&d, p. 22.

the Holy Sacrament meerly as a qualification for a

place of civil profit or truft, is contrary to the ends of

its inftitution, and a fhare to the Confciences of Men ;

for tho' the law is open, and " they who obtain of-

" fices in the State know beforehand the conditions
" of keeping them," yet when the bread of a nume-
rous family depends upon a qualification which a man
cannot be fatisfied to comply with, 'tis certainly a

fnare. And tho' I agree with our Author, that " if the
" minds of fuch perfons are wicked, the law does not
" make them fo," yet I am afraid it hardens them,

and makes them a great deal worfe. How many
thoufands come" to the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup-

per with reluctance ! and, perhaps, eat and drink

Judgment to themfelves ; the guilt of which muft be

chargeable either upon the Impofers or Receivers, or

upon both. Methinks therefore charity to the Souls

of Mcn
}
as well as a concern for the purity of our Ho-
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ly Religion, fliould engage all ferious Chriftians to

endeavour the removal of this grievance ; and fince

we are told, that the appearing of the DifTenters at

this time is unfeafonable, and will be ineffectual ; I

would humbly move our right reverend Fathers the

Bifhops, not to think it below their high Stations and
Dignities, to confider of fome expedient to roll away
this reproach from the Church and Nation, and agree

upon fome fecurity for the former (if needful) of a

civil nature, that may leave room (as King William
exprefTes it in his Speech to his firft Parliament)
" For the Admiflion of all Proteftants that are able
" and willing to ferve their Country." The Honour
of Chrift and the caule of publick virtue, feem to re-

quire it. And for as much as the influence of thefe

Acts affects great numbers of the Laity in a very

tender part, I mould think it no difhonour for the

feveral Corporations in England, as well as for the

Officers of the Army, Navy, Cuftoms, and Excife,

who are more peculiarly concerned, to join their in-

terefts in petitioning the Legiflature for fuch relief.

And I flatter myfelf that the v/ife and temperate

behaviour of the Proteftant DifTenters in their late

General AfTembly in London; with the dutiful re-

gard that they have always fhewn to the peace and

welfare of his Majefty's Perfon, Family, and Go-
vernment, will not fail to recommend them to the

Royal Protection and Favour ; and that his Molt
Excellent Majefly in imitation of his glorious Pre-

decelTor King WilliarrfMlI. will in a proper time re-

commend it to his Parliament to flrengthen his Ad-
miniftration, by taking off thofe reftraints which at

prefent difable Protectant Diffenting Subjects from

fhewing their Zeal in the Service of their King and

Country.
Daniel Neal.

London,

March 6, 1732-3. THE
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PURITANS.
CHAP. I.

From the Death of Queen Elizabeth to the

Death of Archbifhop Bancroft.

HE Royal Houfe of the Stuarts has not KjJJB

been more calamitous to the Engliih 1603.
'

Church and Nation, in the male Defcen- < y—

—

J

dants, than fuccefsful and glorious in the Of the Houfe

female : The four Kings of this Line
gtuar ts>

^ while in power, were declared Enemies
of our civil Conflitution ; they governed

without law, levied taxes by the Preroga-

tive, and endeavoured to put an end to the very being of

Parliaments. With regard to Religion ; the two firft were
neither found Proteftants nor good Catholicks, but were
for reconciling the two Religions, and meeting the Papirts

half way ; but the two laft went over entirely to the

Church of Rome, and died profefledly in her Communion.
The
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The female Branches of this Family being married among
foreign Proteftants, were of a different ftamp, being more
enclined to Puritanifm than Popery ; one of them [Mary,
eldeft daughter of King Charles I.] was Mother of the

Great King William III. the Glorious Deliverer of this.

Kingdom from Popery and Slavery ; and another [Eliza-

beth Daughter of James I.] was Grandmother of his late

Majefty King George I. in whom the Proteftant Succef-

fion took place, and whofe numerous Defcendants in the

perfon and off-fpring of his prefent Majefty, are the de-

fence and Glory of the whole Proteftant Intereft in

Europe.

Kingjimcs's King James was Thirty fix years of age when he came
behaviour m to the Englifh Throne, having reigned in Scotland from

his Infancy. In the year 1589, he married the Princefs

Anne, Sifter to the King of Denmark, by whom he had
three Children living at this time, Henry Prince of Wales,
who died before he was nineteen years of age [16 12.]

Elizabeth married to the Elector Palatine 1613, and Charles

Expeftations wno f^cceeded his Father in the Kingdom. His Majefty's

of the Puri- behaviour in Scotland railed the expectations and hopes of
tans. a jj parties ; the Puritans relied upon his Majefty's educa-

tion ; upon his fubferibing the folemn League and Cove-

nant ; and upon his publick declaration in the General Af-

fembly at Edinburgh, 1590, when ftanding with his Bon-

Cakkr- net °^> anc^ n 's hands lifted up to Heaven, " He praifed

wood's Hift. « God that he was born in the time of the Light of the
Ch.Scot:and, a Cofpel, and in fuch a place, as to be King of fuch a-

P- 2 5*- a c]n]rch) the {mctve f}. [pureft] Kirk in the World. The
',' Church of Geneva (lays he) keep Pafche and Yule
" [Eaftcrand Chriftmafs] what have they for them? They
" have no Inftitution. As for our Neighbour Kirk of Eng-

V land, their Service is an evil {aid Mais in Englifh ; they
" want nothing of the Mafs but the Liftings. I charge
" you, my good Minifters, Doctors, Elders, Nobles,

" Gentlemen, and Barons, to ftand to your Purity, and
" to exhort the People to do the fame ; and I, forfooth,

" as long as I brook my life, fhall maintain the fame.' 7

In his fpeech to the Parliament 1598, he tells them,

CtWer- " That he minded not to bring in Papiftical or Anglicane
wood's Hift. (( BUhops." Nay, upon his 'leaving Scotland, to take
Ch.Scotland. - ' I > ' ' c r> 1 j '

1
1 r 1

p. 418. poflelhon of the Crown or England, he gave publick

thanks to God in the Kirk of Edinburgh, " That he had

" left both Kirk and Kingdom in that ftate which he in-

" tended not to alter any ways, his Subjects living in

" peace."
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peace." But it feems all this was King-craft, or etfe his

Majefty changed his Principles with the Climate. The
Scots Minifters did not approach him with the diftant Sub-

miflion and Reverence of the Englifh Bifhops, and there- lb. p. 473

fore within nine months he renounced Prefbytery, and efta-

blifhed it for a maxim, No Bifhop no King ; fo ibon did

this pious Monarch renounce all his former principles (if he

had any) and break through the mod awful and folemn

vows and oaths ! When the Long Parliament addreffed

King Charles I. to fet up Prefbytery in the room of Epif-

copacy, his Majefty objected his Coronation oath, in which

he had fworn to maintain the Clergy in their Rights and

Privileges ; but King James had no fuch fcruples of Con-

fcience, for without fo much as afking the confent of Par-

liament, General Affembly or People, he enter'd upon the

mofl effectual meafures to fubvert that Kirk Difcipline

which he had fworn to maintain with hands lifted up to

Heaven, at his Coronation, and folemnly fubfcribed with his

Queen and whole Family, in the year 1581, and 1590.

The Papifts put the King in remembrance, that he was And of tlw

born of Roman Catholick Parents, and had been baptized
a?l

with the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Rome ;

that his Mother of whom he ufually fpoke with reverence,

was a Martyr for that Church ; and that he himfelf, upon

fundry occafions, had expreffed no diflike to her Doctrines,

though he difallowed of the Ufurpations of the Court of

Rome over foreign Princes ; that he had called the Church

of Rome his Mother Church ; and therefore they prefu-

med to welcome his Majefty into England with a petition

for an open Toleration.

But the Bifhops of the Church of England made the Early appH-

earlieft application for his Majefly's Protection and Favour. ^°n

s
°[
o

the

As foon as the Queen was dead Archbifhop Whitgift fent
the King.

Dr. Nevil, Dean of Canterbury, into Scotland, in the Life of

name of the Bifhops and Clergy of England, to give his
Whlts i c >

Majefty afTurance of their unfeigned duty aud loyaltv ; to '

know what commands he had for them with refpecT: to the

Ecclefiaflical Courts, and to recommend the Church of

England to his protection and favour. The King replied,

that he would uphold the Government of the Church as

the Queen left it ; which comforted the timorous Archbi-
fhop, who had fometimes fpoke with great Uneafinefs of
the Scotch Mift.

Upon his Majefly's arrival all Parties addreffed him, Of theDutch

and among others, the Dutch and French Churches, and
chufchesf

the



The HISTORY Vol. IT;

Strype's

Ann. Vol.

uit. p. 387.

Millenary

Petition pre-

fented April

1603.

Clark's Life

of Hikkr-
ftiam,

p. 126.

the Englifh Puritans ; to the former his Majefly gave this

anfwer, " I need not ufe many words to declare my
" good-will to you, who have taken ianctuary here for

" the fake of Religion ; I am fenfible you have enriched
" this Kingdom with feveral arts and manufactures ; and I

" fwear to you, that if any one fhall give you disturbance
fi in your Churches, upon your application to me, I will

* ( revenge your caufe ; and though you are none of my
*' proper Subjects, I will maintain and cherifh you as

" much as any Prince in the World." But the latter met
with very different ufage.

Notwithstanding all the precautions that were taken to

fecure the elections of Members for the next Parliament

;

the Archbifhop wifhed he might not live to fee it, for fear

of fome alterations in the Church ; for the Puritans were

preparing petitions, and printing pamphlets in their own
vindication ; but by the Archbifhop's vigilance (fays Mr.
Strype) not a petition or pamphlet efcaped without a fpeedy

and effectual anfwer.

While the King was in his progrefs to London the Pu-

ritans prefented their Millenary Petition fo called, becaufe

it was faid to be fubferibed by a thoufand hands, though

there were not more than eight hundred out of twenty five

Counties. It is entitled, '.' The humble petition of the

" Minifters of the Church of England, defiling Refor-
'* mation of certain Ceremonies and abufes of the Church ;"

the preamble fets forth, " That neither as factious men,
" affecting a popular Parity in the Church, nor as Schif-

*' maticks aiming at the Diffolution of the State Ecclefi-

" aitical, but as the faithful Ministers of Chrift, and loyal

" Subje6ts to his Majeity, they humbly defired the redrefs

* ( of fome abufes. And though divers of them had for-

{' merly fubferibed to the Service-Book, fome upon Pro-

" teitation ; fome upon Expofition given ; and fome with

" Condition
;
yet now they, to the number of more than

$' a thoufand Minifters, groaned under the burden of hu-

" man Rites and Ceremonies, and with one confent threw
«' themfelves down at his Royal Feet for relief in the

'* following particulars :

1. In the Church Service, " That the Crofs in Baptifm,

" the Interrogatories to Infants, Baptifm by Women,
" and Confirmation, may be taken away ; that the

" Cap and Surplice may not be urged ; that examination

*' mav go before th (
'' Communion \ that the Ring in Mar-

" riage may be dilpenkd with ; that the Sersice may be

abridg'd
^
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" abridged ; Church Songs, and Mufick, moderated to

" better edification ; that the Lord's day may not be pro-

" faned, nor the obfervation of other Holy Days ftri&ly

*' enjoined ; that Ministers may not be charged to

" teach their People to bow at the Name of Jefus ; and
" that none but canonical Scriptures be read in the

" Church.

2. Concerning Miniflers, " That none may be admit-
" ted but able men \ that they be obliged to preach on the

" Lord's-day ; that fuch as are not capable of preaching
" may be removed or obliged to maintain Preachers ; that

" Non-refidency be not permitted ; that King Edward's
" Statute for the lawfulnefs of the marriage of the Clergy
" be revived ; and that Minilters be not obliged to fubferibe

" but according to Law, to the Articles of Religion, and the

" King's Supremacy only.

3. For Church Livings. " That Bifliops leave their

" Commendams ; that Impropriations annexed to Bifhop-
" ricks and Colleges be given to Preachers incumbents only,

'* and that Lay-impropriations be charged with a 6th or 7 th

" part for the maintenance of a Freacher.

4. For Church Difcipline. " That Excommunication,
*\ and Church cenfures be not in the name of Lay-chan-
" cellors, &c. that men be not excommunicated for twelve
** penny matters, nor without confent of their Paftors ; that

" Regifler's places, and others having Jurifdiction, do not
" put them out to farm ; that fundry Popifh Canons be re-

" verfed ; that the length of Suits in Ecclefiaftieal Courts
" may be retrained ; that the oath Ex Officio be more
'" fparingly ufed ; and licences for marriages without Banes
M be more fparingly granted. >

" Thefe things, fay they, we are able to fhew not to be
" agreeable to the Word of God, if it fhall pleafe yourMa-
" jelly to hear us, or by writing to be informed, or by con-
" ference among the learned to be refolved."

The King met with fundry other Petitions of the like na-

ture, from moll of the Counties he paffed through ; but

the Heads of the two Universities having taken offence

at the Millenary Petition, for demifing away the Impro-
priations annexed to Bifhopricks and Colleges, which (fays

Fuller) would cut off more than the nipples of the breafts

of both Univerfities in point of maintenance, expreffed

their refentment different ways : Thofe of Cambridge paft

a Grace, June 9th. '* That whofoever in the Univerfity
" fhculd openly oppofe by word or writing,or any other way*

Vol. II. B « the
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Cf
Doctrine or Difcipline of the Church of England efta-

" bliihed by law, or any part thereof, fhould be fuf-

" pended Ipfo facto from any degree already taken, and
" be difabled from taking any degree for the future."

About the fame time the Univerfity of Oxford, publifhed an
Abdraaof Anfwer to the Minifters Petition, entitled, " An Anfwer of

of'the UhL
" tne ^'ice- cri ancellor, Doctors, Proctors, and other Heads

verfityof " of Houfes in the Univerfity of Oxford, to the petition of
Oxford. " the Minitiers of the Church of England, defiring Re-

gift" p!$6~.
" f°rmation f dedicated to the Archbifhop, the Chancel-
lors of both Univerfities, and the two Secretaries of State.

The anfwer mews the high Spirit of the Univerfity; it re-

proaches the Minifters in very fevere language for fubfcrib-

ing, and then complaining ; it reflects upon them as facti-

ous Men, for affecting a party in the Church, and then

falls feverely on the Scots Reformation, which his Majefly

had fo publickly commended before he left that Kingdom.
It throws an odium upon the petitioners, as being for a li-

mited Monarchy, and for fubjecting the titles of Kings to

the approbation of the people. It then goes on to vindi-

cate all the grievances complained of, and concludes with

befeeching his A-iajeify not to fufFer the peace of the State

to be diilurbed, by allowing thefe Men to difturb its polity.

u Look upon the reformed Churches abroad (fay they)
fi and wherefoever the defire of the petitioners takes place,

" how ill it fuits with the State of Monarchy ; does it be-
t( come the fuper-eminent authority and regal perfon of a

" King, to fubject his fovereign power to the over-fwaying
M and all-commanding power of a Prefbytery ? That his

" meek and humble Clergy fhould have power to Bind
" their King in chains, and their Princes in links of iron ?

" That is, to cenfure him, and if they fee caufe, to pro-

" ceed againff him as a tyrant. That the fupreme Magif-
tc trate fhould only be a maintainer of their proceedings,

" but not a commander in them ; thefe are but petty a-
u bridgments of the Prerogative Royal, while the King
u fubmits his Sceptre to the Sceptre of Chrift, and licks

" the dufl of the Churches feet." They then commend
the prefent Church Government as the great fupport of

the Crown, and calculated for unlimitted Subjection to it

;

and aver, " That there are at this day more learned Men
" in this land, in this one Kingdom, than are to be found

Strype'? " among all the Minifters of the Religion in France,

Ann. Vol. " Flanders, Germany, Poland, Denmark, Geneva, Scot-
«u. p. 374. «

]anc^ or
(
t0 fpea ji in a worc]) an Europe befides." Such

a vain-
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a vain-glorious piece of felf-applaufe is hardly to be met
with. They miift have a mean opinion of the King's ac-

quaintance with the learned world, to ufe him in this man-
ner, at a time, when, though there fome very confidera-

ble Divines among ourfelves, there were as many learned

Men in the foreign Univerfities, as had been fince the

Reformation, as the Beza's, Scaliger's, Cafaubon's, &c.
whofe works have tranfmitted their great names down to

pofterity.

And that the Divines of Cambridge might not come be- And of the

hind their Brethern of Oxford, the Heads of that Univer- q™"^7 0<

fity writ a letter of thanks to the Oxonians for their An-
fwer to the petition, in which " they applaud and com-
* c mend their weighty arguments, and threaten to battle

" the Puritans with numbers ; For if Saul has his thou-
" fands (fay they) David has his ten thoufands. They ac»

* quaint them with their decree of June 9, and bid the
" poor pitiful Puritans [Homunciones miferrimi] anfwer
•* their almoft: a thoufand Books in defence of the Hier-
t( archy, before they pretend to difpute before fo learned ^
*' and wife a King." A mean and pitiful triumph over '

honefl: and virtuous Men, who aimed at nothing but to bring

the difcipline of the Church a little nearer the Standard of

Scripture !

But that his Majefty might part with his old friends pr0clamati-

with fome decency, and feem to anfwer the requeft of the on for a con-

petitioners, he agreed to have a conference with the two r
eren

c^,k-

parties at Hampton Court, for which purpofe he publifhed a %[ jy-
#

Proclamation from Wilton, October 24th, 1603. " Touch- c, 3*.
i( ing a meeting for the hearing, and for the determining
* ( things pretended to be amifs in the Church." In which
he declares, " That he was already perfwaded, that the
(( conftitution of the Church of England was agreeable to

" God's Word, and near to the condition of the Prirai*
K<

tive Church ; yet becaufe he had received information,
" that fome things in it were fcandalous, and gave offence,
*' he had appointed a meeting to be had before himfelf
*' and Council, of divers Bifliops and other learned Men,-
" at which Confultation he hoped to be better informed of
* the State of the Church, and whether there were any fuch
" enormities in it ; in the mean time he commanded all hia

" fubje&s not to publifh any thing againft the State Eccle-
" fiaftical, or to gather fubfcriptions or make fupplications,

" being refolved to make it appear by their chaftifement,how
" far fuch a manner of proceeding was difpleafing to hirrij

B 2 " for
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for he Was determined to preferve the EcclefiafUcal

State fuch in form as he found it eftablifhed by the law,

only to reform fuch abufes as he fhould find apparently

proved."

Ibid. p. 570. The Archbifhop and his Brethren had been indefatigable

in poffeffing the King with the excellency of the Englifh

Hierarchy, as coming near the practice of the Primitive

Church, and bell fuited to a Monarchial Government

;

they reprefented the Puritans as turbulent and factious, in—

confiderable in number, and aiming at confufion both in

Church and State ; and yet, after all, the old Archbifhop

was doubtful of the event, for in one of his letters to Cecil

L. of Whit. Earl of Salisbury, he writes, " Though our humorous and
Append. " contentious Brethren have made many petitions and mo-
No. 43. << tjonS) correfpondent to their natures, yet to my comfort

tc they have not much prevailed. Your Lordfhip, I am
*' fure, does imagine that I have not all this while been idle,

" nor greatly quiet in mind ; for who can promife himfelf

fl reft among fo many vipers."

n c The place of conference was the Drawing Room, with-
Conference f

.

»

at Hampton m the 1 nvy Chamber at Hampton Court ; the dilputants

Court. on both fides were nominated by the King. For the

Church, there were nine Bifhops, and about as many Dig-

nitaries, viz.

Dr. Whitgift Archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr. Bancroft

Bifhop of London, Dr. Mathew Bifhop of Durham, Bil-

fon Bifhop of Winchefter, Babington Bifhop of Wor-
cefter, Rudd Bifhop of St. David's, Watfon Bifhop of

Chichefter, Robinfon Bifhop of Carlifle, and Dove Bifhop

of Peterborough.

Dr. Andrews Dean of the Chapel, Overal Dean of St.

Paul's, Barlow Dean of Chefter, Bridges Dean of Salisbu-

ry, Field Dean of Gloucefter, King Archdeacon of Not-

tingham ; befides the Deans of Worcefter and Windfor.

For the Puritans were only four Minifters, Dr. John
Raynolds, Dr. Thomas Sparks, Profeffors of Divinity in

Oxford, Mr. Chadderton and Mr. Knewftubsof Cambridge.

The Divines for the Church appeared in the habits of their

refpective dittincVions ; but thofe for the Puritans in fur

gowns, like the Turkey Merchants, or like the profeffors in

foreign Univerfities. When the King conferred with the Bi-

fhops he behaved with foftncfs, and a great regard to

their character ; but when the Puritan Minifters flood before

him, inftead of being Moderator, he took upon him the place

of Refpondent, and bore them down with his majeftick

Frowns
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Frowns and Threatnings, in the midft of a numerous crowd Kins

of Courtiers, for all the Lords of the Privy Council were ^^'
prefent ; while the Bifhops flood by and were little more . - '

j
than fpe&ators of the Triumph.
The account of this Conference was publifhed only by

Dr. Barlow, who being a party (fays Fuller) " fet a fharp
'* edge on his own, and a blunt one on his adverfaries wea-
" pons." Dr. Sparks and Raynolds complained, that they Pelrce, p.

were wrong'd by that relation ; and Dr. Jackfon declared, I 53> »54>

that Barlow himfelf repented upon his death-bed, of the

Injury he had done the Puritan Miniflers in his relation of

the Hampton-Court conference. Mr. Strype has lately L '[e °f

publifhed a letter of the Bifhop of Durham to Hutton Arch- ^'p^f

'

bifhop of York, which agrees pretty much with Barlow ; No. 45.*

but Mr. Patrick Galloway, a Scots Man, has fet things in a

different light ; from all which, and from the King's own
letter to Mr. Blake a Scots Man, we mufl form the befl

judgment of it that we can.

The Conference continued three days, (viz.) Jan. 14th, FM Day's

1 6th, and 1 8th ; the firft was with the Bifhops and Deans Conference

alone, Jan. 14th, the Puritan Minifters not being prefent ; k^""^
6

when the King made a fpeech in commendation of the Hie- the Bifhops

rarchy of the Church of England, and congratulated on,y-

himfelf, that " He was now come into the Promifed Land;
'* that he fat among grave and reverend men, and was not
" a King, as formerly, without State ; nor in a place
" where beard lefs boys would brave him to his face. He
*' affured them, he had not called this Affembly for any
" Innovation, for he acknowledged the Government Eccle-
" fiaftical, as now it is, to have been approved by mani-
" fold BlefTings from God himfelf; but becaufe he had
" received fome complaints of diforders, he was willing to

" remove them if fcandalous, and to take notice of them

'

" if but trinng ; that the reafon of his confulting them by
" themfelves, was to receive Satisfaction from them,
" (1.) About fome things in the Common Prayer Book. Fuller,

" (2.) Concerning Excommunication in the EcclefiafHcal B- x - P* 8<

" Courts. (3.) About providing fome well qualified Mini-
" fters for Ireland ; that if any thing mould be found meet
* to be redreffed, it might be done without their being
" confronted by their Opponents."

In the Common Prayer Book his Majefty had fome Scru-

ples about the Confirmation of Children, as if it imported

a confirmation of Baptifm. But the Archbifhop on his

knees replied, that the Church did not hold Baptifm imper-

B 3 fe&



The H I S T O R Y Vol. II f

rect without Confirmation. Bancroft faid it was of Apo-
ftolical inftitution, Heb. vi. 2. where 'tis called, The Doc-
trine of the Laying on of Hands. But to fatisfy the King
it was agreed, that the words " Examination of Children"

mould be added to Confirmation.

His Majefty excepted to the " Abfolution of the Church,"
;as too nearly refembling the Pope's pardon. But the Arch-

bifhop is faid to clear it up to the King's fatisfa£tion, only

to the Rubrick of the general Abfolution thefe Words were

to be added for explanation fake, " Remiflion of Sins."

He further objected to private Baptifm, and Baptifm by

Women. It had been cuftomary till this time for Bifhops

to licence Midwives to their office, and to allow their right

to baptize in cafes of neceflity under the following Oath :

The Oath of " T Eleanor admitted to the office and occupation of

BtJS An-
a Midwife, will faithfully and diligently exercife the

nals, Vol. i,
" faid office, according to fuch cunning and knowledge as

P» 537- " God has given me, and that I will be ready to help and

\
e aid as well poor as rich women, being in labour and tra-

f* vail with Child, and will always be ready to execute my
<c faid office. Alfo, I will not permit or fuffer, that any

\*. woman being in labour or travail, {hall name any other to

" be the father of the Child, than only he who is the right

V and true father thereof; and that I will not fuffer any o-

" ther body's child to be fet, brought, or laid before any
" woman delivered of child, in the place of her natural

" child, fo far forth as I can know or underftand. Alfo, I

" will not ufe any kind of forcery or incantation in the time

" of travail of any woman ; and that I will not deflroy the

" child born of any woman, nor cut, nor pull off the head
" thereof, or otherwife difmember or hurt the fame, or

" fuffer it to be fo hurt, &c. Alfo, that in the miniftration

" of (he Sacrament of Baptifm, in the time of neceflity, I

J*
will ufe the accuflomed words of the fame Sacrament

;

" that is to fay, thefe words following, or the like effect,

" I Chriften thee in the Name of the Father, the Son, and
" the Holy Ghofl ; and none other prophane words. And
Ll that in bapti/.ing any infant born, and pouring water on
" the head of the faid infant, I will ufe pure and clean water,

" and not any role or damaik water, or water made of any

" confedion or mixture. And that I will certify the Cu-

W rate of the Parifh, Church of every fuch baptizing.

Not-
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Notwithflanding this Oath Whitgift aMured the King, King^

that Baptifm by women and lay-perfons was not allowed by -^J^L i

the Church. Others (aid it was a reafonable practice, the y_ m j
Minifter not being of the Effence of the Sacrament. Bnt

the King not being fatisfied, it was referred to confideration,

Whether the word Curate, or lawful Minifter, might not

be inferted into the Rubrick for private Baptifm.

Concerning Excommunication for leffer Crimes in Eccle-

fiaftical Courts, it was agreed, That the Name fhould be

changed, but the fame Cenfure retained, or an equivalent

thereto appointed. Thefe were all the alterations that were

agreed to between the King and the Bifhops in the firft

Day's Conference.

Mr. Patrick Galloway, who was prefent at the Confe- Remarks on

rence, gives this account of it to the Prefbytery of Edin- t
,

hc
,

firft
,

burgh. " That on Jan. 12th the King commanded the rer,ce<

" Bifhops, as they would anfwer it to God in Confcience, Calder-

" and to himfelf, upon their Obedience, to advife among ch^Scot-
** themfelves, of the corruptions of the Church in Doc- la^ p, 474,
" trine, Ceremonies, and Difcipline ; who after confulta-

" tion reported, that " all was well ;" but when his Ma-
** jefty with great fervency brought inftances to the contra-
" ry, the Bifhops on their knees craved with great earnefl-

" nefs, That nothing might be altered, left popifhRecufants,
" punifhed by penal Statutes for their Difobedience, and
" the Puritans, puniihed by Deprivation from their Callings
** and Livings for Non-Conformity, fhould fay, they had
" juft caufe to infult upon them, as men who had travailed

*' to bind them to that which by their own mouths now
** was confeffed to be erroneous." Mr. Strype calls this

an afperfion ; but I am apt to think him miftaken, be-

caufe Mr. Galloway adds thefe words, u When fundry
'•' perfons gave out copies of thefe actions, I myfelf took
'* occafion, as I was an ear and eye-witnefs, to fet them
" down, and prefented them to his Majefly, who with his

" own hand mended fome things, and eked others that I had
" omitted." 'Tis very certain, that Bifhop Barlow had
cut off and concealed all the Speeches that his Majefly

made againft the Corruptions of the Church, and the practi-

ces of the Prelates, for five hours together, according to

the teflimony of Dr. Andrews Dean of the Chapel, who
faid, That " his Majefly did that day wonderfully play the
" Puritan."

The fecond day's Conference was on Monday, Jan. 16. Second day's

when the four Miniflers were called in, with Mr. Galloway "^X™
B 4 Minifter Puritans.



The H I S T O R Y Vol. II,

Minifter of Perth in Scotland, on the one part, and two
Bifhops and fix or eight Deans on the other, the reft being

fecluded. The King being feated in his chair, with his

Nobles and Privy Counfellors about him, let them know he
was noAv ready to hear their objections againft the Eftablifh-

ment. Whereupon Dr. Raynolds, in the name of his bre-

thren, humbly requefted,

i. That the Doctrine of the Church might be preferved

pure, according to God's Word.
2. That good Paftprs might be planted in all Churches, to

preach in the fame.

3. That the Book of Common Prayer might be fitted to

more increafe of piety.

4. That Church Government might be fincerely mini^

ftred according to God's Word.

S'd"?
10* T

" With reSard to the Do&ririe of the Church he re-
M,

quefted, that to thofe words in the 16th Article, " We may
f depart from Grace," may be added, " neither totally

" nor finally ;" to make them confiftent with the Doctrine

of Predeftination in the 17 th Article ; and that (if his Ma-
jefty pleafed) the nine Articles of Lambeth might be in-

ierted. That in the 23d Article thefe words, " In the

" Congregation," might be omitted, as implying a liberty

for men to preach out of the Congregation without a lawful

Call. That in the 25th Article the Ground for Confir-

mation might be examined ; one pafTage confirming it to

be a depraved imitation of the Apoftles, and another ground-

ing it on their example ; befides that it was too much work

for a Bifhop.

Here Bancroft could no longer contain himfelf, but falling

upon his knees, begg'd the King with great earneflnefs to

flop the Doctor's mouth, according to an anticnt Canon,

that" Fchifmaticks are not to|'oe heard againft their Bifhops."

It is not reafonable (fays he) that men who have fubfcribed

to thefe Articles, fhould be allowed to plead againft their

own Act, contrary to theftatute Primo Eliz. The King per-

ceiving the Bifhop in a heat, fyid, My Lord, yon ought no:

to interrupt the Doctor, but either let him proceed, or an-

fwer what he has objected. Upon which he replied, " That
*' as to Dr. Raynold's firft Objection, the Doctrine of Pre-
" deftination was a defperate Doctrine , and had made ma-
" ny people Libertines, who were apt to fay, If I (hall be
u faved, I fhall be faved ; he therefore defircd it might be
*' left at large. That his fecond Objection was trifling,

*' becaufe by the Practice of the Church, none but 11-

"• cenfeel
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*>< cenfed Minifters might preach or adminifkr the Sa- King

" crament. And as to the Doaor's third Objection Ja™" L

" he faid, that the Bifhops had their Chaplains and \_ ,

— tu_
" Curates to examine fuch as were to be confirmed ;

" and that in ancient Time, none confirmed but Bifhops."

To which Raynolds replied in the Words of" St. Jerom,
" That it was rather a Compliment to the Order, than
** from any Reafon or Neceffity of the thing." And
whereas the Bifhop had called him a Schifmatick, he de-

fired his Majefly, that that Imputation might not lie upon

him ; which occafioned a great deal of mirth and raillery

between the King and his Nobles about the unhappy Puri-

tans. In conclufion the King faid, he was againfl encreafing

the number of Articles, or fluffing them with theological

Niceties ; becaufe were they never fo explicit, there will be

no preventing contrary Opinions. As to Confirmation, he

thought it not decent to refer the Solemnity to a Parifh

Priefl, and clofed his Remark with this Maxim, " No Bi-

" fhop, no King."

After a long interruption the Doctor went on, and defired

a new Catechifm, to which the King confented, provided

there might be no curious queflions in it, and that our agree-

ment with the Roman Catholicks jn fome points might not

be efteemed Heterodoxy. He further defired a new Tranf-

lation of the Bible, to which his Majefly agreed, provided

it were without marginal Notes, faying, that of all the

Tranflations, the Geneva was the worft, becaufe of the

marginal Notes, which allowed Difobedience to Kings. The
Doctor complained of the printing and difperfing popifh

Pamplets, which reflecting on Bancroft's character, the

King faid, " What was done of this kind was by warrant
" from the Court, to nourifh the fchifm between the Se-
" culars and Jefuirs, which was of great fervice. Doctor,
" You are a better Coilege-man than a States-man." To
which Raynolds replied, " That he did not intend fuch
" Books as were printed in England, but fuch as were im-
" ported from beyond Sea ;" and this feveral of the Privy-

Council owned to be a grievance. The Doctor having prayed

that fome effectual remedy might be provided againft the pro-

fanation of the Lord's day, declared he had no more to add

on the firft Head.

2. With regard to preaching, the Doctor complained of ofPreach-
Pluralities in the Church ; and prayed, that all Parifhes ing.

might be furnifhed with preaching Minifters. Upon which
Bancroft fell upon his knees, and petitioned his Majefly,

that
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that all parifhes might have a praying Miniftry, for preaching
is grown fo much in fafhion (fays he) that the Service of the

Church is neglected. Befides, Pulpit Harangues are very
dangerojis ; he therefore humbly moved, that the number
or Homilies might be encreafed, and that the Clergy might
be obliged to read them inftead of Sermons, in which many
vented their fpleen againft their fuperiors. The King afked

the Plaintiffs their opinion of the Bifhop's motion ; who re-

plied, That a preaching Miniftry was certainly beft, and
moil ufelul, though they allowed, where preaching could

not be had, godly Prayers, Homilies, and Exhortations,

might do much good. The Lord Chancellor [Egerton]

faid, There were more Livings that wanted learned Men,
than learned Men Livings ; let all therefore have iingle

Coats before others have Doublets. Upon which Bancroft

replied merrily, but a Doublet is good in cold weather.

The King put an end to the debate, by faying, he would
confult the Bifhops upon this head.

OftheSer- 3. But the Do&or's chief objections were to the Service-

andC r - book and Church Government : Here he complained of

nfcs. the late Subfcriptions, by which many were deprived of their

Miniftry, who were willing to fubferibe to the doctrinal Arti-

cles of the Church, to the King's Supremacy, and to the

Statutes of the Realm. He excepted to " the reading the
" Apocrypha ; to the Interrogatories in Baptifm, and to the

" Sign of the Crols ; to the Surplice, and other fuperftitious

?f habits ; to the Ring in Marriage ; to the Churching of
" Women by the name of Purification." He urged, that

moft of thefe things were Reliques of Popery ; that they had

been abufed to Idolatry, and therefore ought, like the Brazen

Serpent, to be abolifhed. Mr. Knewftubs faid, thefe Rites

and Ceremonies were at beft but indifferent, and therefore

doubted, whether the power of the Church could bind the

Confcience without impeaching chriftian Liber'}*.-

Here his Majefty interrupted them, and faid, that he ap-

prehended the Surplice to be a very comely garment ; that

the Crofs was as old as Conftantine, and muft wt charge him
with Popery ? Belides, it was no more a fignificant lien than

Impofition of Hands, which the Petitioners allowed in Or-
dination ; and as for their other exceptions, they were capa-

. . ble of being underftood in a fober fenfe ; " but as to the

" Power of the Church in things indifferent (fays his Maje
" fty) I will not argue that point with you, but anfwer as

" Kings in Parliament, Le Roy s'avifera. This is like Mr.
iC John Black a beardlefa boy, who told me the laft Confe-

H rence
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'* rence in Scotland, that he would hold Conformity with

" me in Doctrine, but that every man as to Ceremonies
<c was to be left to his own liberty ; but I will have none of

" that ; I will have one Doctrine, one Difcipline, one
" Religion in Subflance and Ceremony : Never fpeak more
" to that point, how far you are bound to obey."

4. Dr. Raynolds was going on, to complain of Excom-
munication by Lay-Chancellors ; but the King having faid

he fhould confult the Bifhops on that head, the Doctor de-

fired that the Clergy might have Affemblies once in three

iveeks ; that in rural Deanries they might have the liberty of

Prophefyings, as in Archhifhop Grindal's time ; that thofe

cafes that could not be refolvcd there, might be referred to

the Archdeacon's Vifitation, and from thence to the Dioce-

fan Synod, where the Bifhop with his Prefbyters fhould de-

termine fuch points as were too difficult for the other meet-

ings ; Here the King broke out into a flame, and inflead

of hearing the Doctor's reafons, or commanding his Bifhops

to anfwer what had been faid, told the Miniflers, that he
found they were aiming at a Scots Prefbytery, " which
" (fays he) agrees with Monarchy as well as God and the
" devil ; then Jack and Tom, Will and Dick, mall meet,
<l and at their pleafure cenfure both me and my Council.
" Therefore, pray flay one feven years before you demand
'* that of me, and if then you find me purfy and fat, and
" my Windpipe fluffed, I Will, perhaps, hearken to you;
" for let that Government be up, and I am fure I mail be
'* kept in breath; but till you find I grow lazy, let that

" alone. I remember how they ufed the poor Lady my Mo-»
" ther in Scotland, and me in my Minority." Then turning

to the Bifhops, he put his hand to his hat and faid, " My
• Lords, I may thank you that thefe Puritans plead for my
(e Supremacy, for if once you are out and they in place, I

" know what would become of my Supremacy, for, No
" Bifnop, no King. Well, Doctor, Have you any thing elfe
e< to offer?" Dr. Raynolds, " No more, ifitpleafe your
" Majefty." Then rifmg from his chair theKing faid, " If this

" be all your Party have to fay, I will make them conform,
" or I will hurry them out of this Land, or elfe worfe ;" and

he was as good as his word.

Thus ended the fecond day's Conference, after four hours Remarks on

difcourfe, with a perfect Triumph on the fide of the Church ; £
e ^days

the Puritan Miniflers were infulted, ridiculed, and laughed

fo fcorn, without either wit or good manners : One of the

Council faid, He now faw that a M Puritan was a Proteflant

" frightjjd -
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" frighted out of his wits." Another, that " the Miniflers
" looked more like Turks than Chriftians, as appeared by
" their Habits." Sir Edward Peyton confefled, that Dr.Ray-
nolds and his Brethren had not freedom of fpeech ; but find-

ing it to no purpofe to reply they held iheir peace. On the

other hand, the Bifhops and Courtiers flattered the King's
wifdom and learning beyond meafure, calling him the Solo-

mon of the Age. Bancroft fell upon his knees, and laid, " I

" protefl my heart melteth for joy, that Almighty God, of
" his lingular Mercy, has given us fuch a King, as ilnce
" Chrift's time has not been." Chancellor Fgertonfaid, "He
" had never feen the King and Prieit fo fully united in one
" Perfon." His Majefly was no lefs fatistied with his own
conduct ; for in his Letter to Mr. Blake a Scots man, he told

him, That he had foundry peppered off the Puritans, that they

had fled before him, and that their Petitions had turned him
more eerneftly againfl them.—" It were no reafon (fays his

" Majefly) that thofe who refufe the airy Sign of the Crofs
" after Baptifm, mould have their Purfes fluffed with any
" more folid and fubfrantial CrolTes. They fled me fo
tl from argument to argument, without ever anfwering me
" directly (ut eft eorum moris) that I was forced to tell

" them, that if any of them, when boys, had difputed thus
" in the College, the Moderator would have fetched them
*' up and applied the rod to their buttocks. 1 have a book
" of theirs that may convert Infidels, but fhall never con-
" vert me, except by turning me more earneftly againll

•* them." This was the Language of the Solomon of

the Age. I leave the Reader to judge, how much fuperior this

wife Monarch was in the knowledge of Antiquity, or the art

of Syllogifm to Dr. Raynolds, who was the Oracle of his time

for acquaintance with ecclefiaftical Hiftory, Councils and

Fathers, and had lived in a College all his days.

Thwd day's The third day's Confetence was on Wednefday, Jan.
Conference, jg^ when tne gj^ops anc] Deans were firft called into

the Privy Chamber with the Civilians, to fatisfy the King
about the High Commillion and the Oath Ex Officio,

which they might eafdy do, as being principal Branches

of his Prerogative. When the King faid he approved

of the wifdom of the Law in making the Oath Ex Officio,

the old Archbifiiop was fo tranfportcd, that he faid, " Un-
'* doubtedly your Majefly fpeaks by the fpecial afliftance of
fS God'sSpirit."ACommittceofBifhopsandPrivyCounfellors

was then appointed to-confider of leffening the charges in the

High
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High Commiffion, and for planting Schools, and proper King

Minifters in the Kingdom of Ireland, and on the Borders of J a"ies '•

England and Scotland. After which Dr. Raynolds and his - - _
Brethren were called in, not to difpute, but only to hear

the few Alterations or Explanations in the Common-Prayer-
Book already mentioned ; which not anfwering their ex-

pectations, Mr. Chadderton fell on his knees, and humbly
prayed, that the Surplice and Crofs might not be urged

on fome godly Minifters in Lancafhire ; and Mr. Knewftubs

defired the fame favour for fome Suffolk Miniflers ; which

the Bifhops were going to oppofe, but the King replied

with a ftern countenance, " We have taken pains here to

" conclude in a Refolution for Uniformity, and you will

" undo all by preferring the Credit of a few private Men
" to the peace of the Church ; this is the Scots way, but
" I will have none of this arguing, therefore let them
" conform, and that quickly too, or they fliall hear of it

;

" the Bifhops will give them fome time, but if any are of
u an obftinate and turbulent Spirit, I will have them en-
" forced to Conformity."

Thus ended the Mock Conference, for it deferves no Remark*

better name, all things being concluded privately between uPon the

the King and the Bifhops, before the Puritans were brought

upon the Stage, to be made a fpeclacle to their enemies,

and born down, not with calm reafon and argument, but

with the Royal Authority, I approve, or I diffent ; the

King making himfelf both Judge and Party. No wonder
therefore, if Dr. Raynolds fell below himfelf, and loft fome
part of his efteem with the Puritans, being over-awed by
the place and Company, and his Sovereign Opponent. The
Puritans refufed to be concluded by this conference, for the

following reafons, becaufe,

1. " The Minifters appointed to fpeak for them were not chriftian
r* of their nomination or choofmg, nor of one judgment in and Modeft

" the points of controverfy ; for being defired by their
o{ier ™ a

" Brethren to argue againft the Corruptions of the Church w;t j, the
•' as fimply evil, they replied, they were not fo perfuad- Prelates,

" ed. Being further defired to acquaint the King, that
P
l
m
l
ed

" fome of their Brethren thought them finful, they refufed

" that alfo. Laftly, Being defired to give their reafons

" in writing, why they thought the Ceremonies only in-

" different ; or to anfwer the Reafons they had to of-

" fer to prove them finful, they would do neither one
" nor other.

2. " Becaufe
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2. " Becaufe the Points in Controverfy were not tho-

V roughly debated, but nakedly propounded, and fome not
" at all touch'd. Neither was there any one argument to

the purpofe purfued and followed.

3. " Becaufe the Prelates took the Liberty of interrupt-

5? ing at their Pleafure thofe of the other fide, infomuch
" that they were checked for it by the King himfelf."

They objected alfo to the account of the conference pub-

limed by Dean Barlow, as done without the knowledge, ad-

vice or confent of the ether fide, and therefore deferving no
credit ; they faid that Dr. Moreton had called fome part of it

in queftion,and rectified fome fpeeches fathered on the King

:

Befides, that none but Prelates were prefent at thefirft day's

conference, when the principal matters were agreed upon.
" Therefore the Puritan Minifters offer (if his Majefty

tc will give them leave) in one week's fpace to deliver his

" Majefty in writing, a full anfwer to any argument or

f* affertion pronounced in that Conference by any Prelate ;

" and in the mean time they do aver them to be moft vain
" and frivolous."

If the Bifhops had been men of temper ; or if the King
had difcovered any part of that wifdom he was flatter'd

with, all parties might have been made eafy at this time ;

for the Bifhops would have complied with any thing his Ma-
jefty fhould infifl on ; but by his cowardice, his love of

flattery, his high and arbitrary Principles, and his mortal

hatred of the Puritans, one of the faireft opportunities that

had ever offered to heal the divifions of the Church, was
entirely loft.

On the 5 th of March the King publifhed a Proclama-

tion, in which he fays, " That though the Doctrine and
" Difcipline of the Eftablifhed Church were unexception-
" able and agreeable to primitive Antiquity, neverthelefs

" he had given way to a Conference, to hear the Excep-
" tions of the Non-Conformijfts, which he had found very

" flender ; but that fome few explanations of Paflages had
" been yielded to for their fatisfa&ion ; therefore now he
" requires and enjoins all his Subjects to conform

ft to it, as " the only publick Form eftablifhed in

" this Realm ;" and admonifhes them not to expect any
" further alterations, for that his Refolutions were abfo-

" lutely fettled." The Common-Prayer-Book was accord-

ingly printed with the Amendments, and the Proclamation

prefixed

It was a high ftrain of the Prerogative, to alter a Form
of
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of Worfhip eftablifh'd by Law, merely by a Royal Pro-

clamation, without confent of Parliament or Convocation ;

for by the fame Authority that his Majefly altered one Ar-

ticle in the Liturgy, he might fet afide the whole ; for

every fentence was equally eitablifhed by AcT: of Parlia-

ment ; but this wife Monarch made no fcruple of difpen-

fing with the Laws. However, the validity of all Procla-

mations determining with the King's Life, and there being

no fubfequent Acl of Parliament to eftablifh thefe Amend-
ments, it was argued very juftly in the next Reign, that

this was not the Liturgy of the Church of England efla-

blifhed by Law, and confequently not binding upon the

Clergy.

A Fortnight before this Conference died the Learned and Mi
;.
Cart-

Reverend Mr. Thomas Cartwright, one of the chief of the j^h'and
Puritans, and a great fufferer for Non-Conformity. He Chai-aOer.

was born in Hertfordfhire, 1535, and enter'd into St. John's

College, Cambridge, 1550, where he became a hard Stu-

dent, never fleeping above five hours in a night. In the

Reign of Queen Mary he left the Univerfity, and became
a Lawyer's Clerk ; but upon the acceflion of Queen Eliza-

beth he refumed his Theological ftudies, and was chofe

Fellow of Trinity College in the year 1563. The year

following he bore a part in the Philofophy Act before the

Queen. In the year 1567, he commenc'd Bachelor of

Divinity, and three years after was chofen Lady Margaret's

ProfefTor. He was fuch a popular Preacher, that when
his turn came at St. Mary's, the Sexton was oblig'd to

take down the windows. But Mr. Cartwright venturing in

fome of his Lectures to mew the defects of the Difcipline

of the Church, as it then flood, was queflioned for it be-

fore the Vice-Chancellor, denied his Doctor's degree, and
expell'd the Univerfity, as has been related. He then tra-

velled to Geneva, and afterwards became Preacher to the

Englifh Merchants at Antv/erp. King James invited him to

be Profelfor in his Univerfity of St. Andrew's, but he de-

clined accepting it. After his return from Antwerp he was
often in trouble by Sufpenfions, Deprivations, and long

Imprifonment ; at length the great Earl of Leicefter,

who knew his worth, made him Governor of his Hofpital

in Warwick, where he ended his days, December 27 th,

1703. He was certainly one of the moft learned and
accute Difputants of his age, but very ill ufed by the

governing Clergy. He writ feveral Books befides his

Controverfy with Archbifhop Whitgift, as his Latin

Comment
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Comment onEcclefiaft.es, dedicated to King James, in which
he thankfully acknowledges his being appointed Profeffor to

a Scots Univerfity : His learned confutation of the Rhemifl

Tranflation of the New Teftament, to which he was foli-

cited not only by Sir Francis Walfingham, but by letter un-

der the hands of the principal Divines of Cambridge, as

Roger Goad, William Whitaker, Thomas Crooke, John
Ireton, William Fulke, John Field, Nicholas Crane, Gibs

Seinthe, Richard Gardiner, William Charke, &c. Such an

opinion had thefe Divines of his learning and abilites. He
was a perfon of great induftry and piety, fervent in prayer,

a frequent preacher, and of a meek and humble fpirit. In

his old age he was fo troubled with the Stone and Gout by
lying in prifons, that he was obliged always to ftudy on his

knees. His laft Sermon was on Ecclef. xii. 7. ** Then fhall

" the Dufr. return to the Earth, and the Spirit fhall return to

" God who gave it." The Tuefday following he was two
hours on his knees in private prayer, and a few hours after

quietly refigned his fpirit to God, in the 68th year of his

age, and was buried in his own Hofpital. The famous Mr.
Dod preached his funeral Sermon.

Six weeks after, died his great antagonifr. Dr. John WT
hit-

gift, Archbifhop of Canterbury ; he was born at Great

Grim/by in Lincolnfhire, in the year 1530. and educated in

Pembrook Hall, Cambridge. He complied with the times

in Queen Mary's reign, though he difapproved of her Reli-

gion. He commenced Doctor of Divinity 1569 • and was

afterwards Margaret and Queen's Profeffor, and Matter of

Trinity College. Having been a celebrated Champion for

the Hierarchy the Queen advanced him firft to the Bi-

moprick of Worcefter, and then to the Archbifhoprick

of Canterbury. He was a fevere Governor of the Church,

prefling Conformity with great rigor, for which her

Majefly always gave him her countenance and fupport.

He regarded neither the intreaties of poor Minifters,

nor the intercefhons of Courtiers, but was fleady to the

Laws, and out-went them in the caufe of*Uniformity.

Mr. Fuller fays, he would give fair words and good

language, but would abate nothing. Sir G. Paul the wri-

ter of his Life, fays, that Choler was his .chief infirmity,

which has fufHciently appeared by the account given

of the many perfecutions, opprefTions, and unjuftinable

hardfhips the Puritans fuffcrcd under his Administra-

tion ; notwithstanding which they increafed prodigioul-

ly, infomuch, that towards his latter end his Grace grew
weary
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weary of the invidious employment ; and being afraid of Kins

King James's firft Parliament, died (as it is faid) with grief ,™" "

before it met, " Defiring rather to give an account of his _,— - _J
*' Bifhoprick toGod than to Men."He was at Court the firft

Sunday in Lent, but going to the Council-Chamber to

Dinner, he was taken with the dead Palfy on the right-

fide, and with the lofs of his fpeech ; upon which he was
carried immediately to Lambeth, where the King vifited

him on Tuefday, but not being able to converfe, he lifted

up his Eyes and Hand, and faid, " Pro Ecclefia Dei,"

which were his laft Words. He would have writ fome-

thing, but could not hold his Pen. His difeafe increafing

he died the next day, being the 29th of February, aetat*

73. and was buried at Croydon on the 27 th of March fol-

lowing, where he has a fair Monument, with his effigies at

length upon it. He was an hofpitable Man, and ufually

travell'd with a great Retinue ; in the year 1589, he came
into Canterbury with a train of five hundred horfe, of

which one hundred were his own Servants. He founded an

Hofpital and Free-fchool at Croydon, and though he was
a cruel perfecutor of the Puritans, yet if compared with

his fucceffor Bancroft he was a valuable Prelate.

Before the meeting of the Parliament the King iffued out Proclama-

Proclamations, one commanding all Jefuits and Prieils in
Veafits and

Orders to depart the Kingdom [Jan. 22d.] in which he was Puritans,

very careful to let the World know, that he did not banifh Rapin, p.

them out of hatred to the Catholick Religion ; but only for
25 °*

maintaining the Pope's temporal power over Princes. The
other was againft the Puritans, in which there was no In-

dulgence for tender Confciences, but all muft conform, or

fufter the extremities of the Law.
The King opened his firft SefTion of Parliament with a

ft;n
~»

s

long Speech, in which there are many ftrokes of tyranny Speech to

and arbitrary power: ". His Majefty acknowledges ihe hisPania -

" Roman Church to be his Mother-church, though defiled pf? ;

"

„

" with fome infirmities and corruptions. That his mind 261.

" was ever free from perfecution for matters of confci-

" ence,as he hopes thofe of that Religion have proved iince

" his firft coming. He pities the Laity among them, and
ei would indulge their Clergy if they would but renounce
K the Pope's Supremacy, and his pretended power to dii-

" penfe with the murder of Kings. He wifhes that he
'* might be a means of uniting the two Religions, for if

" thev would but abandon their late corruptions, he would
" meet them in the mid-way, as having a great veneration

Vol, If. C " for
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tc for antiquity in the points of ecclefiaftical policy. But
" then as to the Puritans or Novelifts, who do not differ

" from us fo much in points of Religion, as in their con-
" fufed form of policy and purity ; thofe (fays he) are dif-

" contented with the prefent Church Government ; they
" are impatient to fuffer any fuperiority, which makes
" their fe£t infufferable in any well govern'd Comraon-
«' wealth."

The Bifhops and their adherents were pleafed with this

Speech, becaufe the King feemed refolved not to fuffer the

Puritans at any rate ; the Catholicks did not like his Majef-

ty's diftinclion between the Laicks and Clericks ; but the

Puritans had raoft reafon to be diffatisfied, to fee fo much
charity for Papifts, and fo little for thcmfelves. All the

Proteilants in general heard with concern the King's offer

to meet the Papiifs half-way. What does he mean ? fay

they ; is there no difference between popery and proteitan-

tifm, but the Pope's authority over Princes ? are all other

Doctrines to be given up ? are the Religions the fame ?

and, is this the only point upon which we feparated from
the Church of Rome ? thus unhappily did this pretended

proteffant King let out, with laying the foundation of Dif-

content among all ranks of people.

His Majefty made frequent mention in his Speech, of his

ryOovem- hereditary Right to the Crown, and of his lineal defcent.

That he was accountable to none but God ; and, that the

only difference between a rightful King and a Tyrant is,

that the " one is ocdained for preferving the profperity of
" his people, the other thinks his Kingdom and People are
u ordained to fatisiy his unreafonable Appetites." Fur-

ther, his Majeity altered the Writs for electing Members,

.j, and took upon him to defcribe, what fort of reprefentatives

mould be elected, not by way of exhortation but of com-
mand, and as conditions without which they mould not be

admitted into the Houfe, the determination of which was

to be in Chanccrv. He threaten'd to fine and disfranchife

thofe corporations that did not choofe to his mind ; and to

fine and impriibn their Reprefentatives if they prefumed to

lit in the I Joule . When the Parliament met he interrupted

their examinations of Elections, and commanded the return

of Sir Francis Goodwin, whole 1 '.lection they had fet afide,

to be brought before him and his Judges. Moil of thofe

who approached the King's period laboured to infpire him

with the defign of making lumlclt abfolute ; or rather, to

confirm

His arbitra-

Rap:
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( oke, p,



Chap. I. of the Puritans.
confirm him in that refolution. The Bifhops ffrere among
this number; and from this time there has appeared among

the Clergy a party of Men that have carried the obedience

of the Subject, and the authority of the Sovereign, as high

as in the moft arbitrary Monarchies.

But though the Court and Bifhops were fo well agreed, Proceeding*

the Parliament pafs'd fome A£b which gave them uneafi- °^
t

arlla~

nefs ; as the revival of the Statute of Edward the VI.

which enacts, that all precedes, citations, judgments, &o
in any ecclefiaftical Courts, fhall be iffued in the King's

name, and under the King's Seal of Arms. The Bifhops

were faid to be afleep when they fuffered this Claufe to

pafs ; but the Laud aean Clergy broke through it after-

terwards, as they did through every thing elfe that flood

in the way of their Sovereignty. It was farther enacted, Heyl. Aer.

that all leafes or grants of Church Lands to the King, or Red-P-375«

his Heirs, &c. for more than twenty one years for the fu-

ture fhould be made void ; which put an effectual flop to

the alienation of the Churches Revenues. The marriages

of the Clergy were alfo legitimated, by reviving the Sta-

tute of King Edward VI. for that purpofe.

The Convocation that fat with the Parliament was very Proceedings

a£tive againfl the Puritans. The See of Canterbury being, onvota-
o

.
J •• ° tion.

vacant, Bancroft Bifhop of London prefided, and produ-

ced the King's licenfe to make Canons. May the 2d, he Strype's

delivered a Book of Canons of his own preparing to the A"nals
'
Vol.

Lower Houfe for their approbation. About the fame time

Mr. Egerton, Fleetwood, Wotton, Clark, ,and other Pu-

ritan Divines, prefented a Petition for Reformation of the

Book of Common-Prayer ; but inflead of receiving it,

they were admonifhed to be obedient and conform, toge-

ther with their adherents before Midfummer-day, or elfe

they fhould undergo the cenfures of the Church. In the

mean time the Canons were reviling. May 23d, there was
a debate in the Upper Houfe upon the Crofs in Baptifm,

when Bancroft and fome others fpoke vehemently for it

;

but Dr. Rudd, Bifhop of St. David's flood up, and made
the following Speech for charity and moderation.

" For my own part, I acknowledge the antiquity of b p- RudiTa

" the ufe of the Crofs, as mentioned in Tertullian, and af-
Speech m

t» ' • ci ' r* • n r~> n- Convocation
" ter him in St. Cyprian, St. Chryfoilom, Auflin and about the

" others. I alfo confefs the original of the ceremony to Clofs m
** have lprung by occafion of the Pagans, who reproached

aPu,m '

" the ancient Chriflians for believing in Chriil crucified ; Peirce, p.

C 2 " and 'i 8 ' *5P-
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and that in Popery it has been fuperftitioufly abufed ;

and I affirm, that it is in the Church of England now-

admitted and entertained by us, and reftored to its anci-

ent integrity, all fuperftition abandoned.
" Likewife I wifh, that if the King's Highnefs mail per-

' fill in impofing it, all would fubmit to it (as we do) ra-

' ther than forego the Minirtry in that behalf. But I

1

greatly fear, by the report that I hear, that very many
: learned Preachers, whofe confciences are not in our cuf-
c tody, nor to be difpofed of at our devotion, will not eafi-
; ly be drawn thereunto ; of which number, if any (hall

come in my walk, I defire to be furniilied before hand,

by thofe that be prefent, with fufficient reafons to fatif-

fy them (if it be poffible) concerning fome points which
have been now delivered.

Firfr, " Whereas fundry paffages of Scripture have been

alledged for the Crols ; as, " God forbid that I mould re-

joice fave in the Crofs of Chrifl ;" and divers others of

the like fenfe ; if any of the adverfe opinion fall into my
company, and fay, that thefe fcriptures are figurative,

implying the death and paiTion of our Saviour Chriil

;

and that to draw an argument from them to juftify the

fign of the Crofs in the Forehead, is an inefficient kind

oi reafoning, and a fallacy ; what anfwer mail I make
unto them ?

Secondly, " Whereas I have obferved upon prefent rela-

tion, that theimpugners of this ceremony were heard at

large in the conference at Hampton Court, and having

objected the example of Hezekiah, who broke in pieces

the brazen Serpent, after it had been abufed to idolatry,

and therefore the fign of the Crols (which was not

brought, into the Church by God's exprefs command,
as the brazen Serpent was, but was from the beginning

a mere invention of Men) ought now to be taken away
by reafon of the fuperflitious abufe which is fuflained in

popery ; they received anfwer, that King Hezekiah

might have preferved it, abandoning the abufe of it,

if it had pleafed him, and confequently it is in the King's

Majefty's power to abolifli this ceremony, having

been abufed, or to retain it in manner aforefaid. Here-

unto I fay, that I was one of the conference, yet I

was not at that part of the conference, where thofe

that flood for Reformation had accefs to the King's

Majefty's prefence, and liberty to fpeak for them-

ielves ; for that I, and fome other of my Brethren the

" Bifhops,
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" Bifhops, were fecluded from that Day's AfTembly ; but
*' I fuppofe it to be true, as it has been formerly reported,
* c and I for my own particular admit the confequence put

" down above. Now, becaufe I wifh all others abroad as

" well fatisfied herein as ourfelves that be here prefent, if

" any of the contrary opinion fiiall come to me, and fay,

** that the aforefaid anfwer does not fatisfy them, becaufe
" they think there is to be as great reafon now, to move
" them to become petitioners to his Majefty for abolifhing

" the Crofs in Baptifm, as there was to move the godly
" Zealous in Hezekiah's time to be petitioners for defacing

" the Brazen Serpent, becaufe the Church-going Papifts

" now among us, do fuperftitioufly abufe the one, as the

" Ifraelites did the other ; what found anfwer mall I make
" to them for their better fatisfa£tion ?

Thirdly, " Whereas it has been this day alledged, that

" 'tis convenient and neceffary to preferve the memory
" of the Crofs of Chrifl by this means ; if haply any of the

" other fide fhall come to me, and fay, that the memory
tl of the Crofs of Chrifl: might be fufficiently, and more
" fafely preferved by preaching the Do£fcrineof the Gofpel,
" the fum whereof is Chrifl: crucified ; which was fo lively

" preached to the Galatians, as if his bodily image had
* c been crucified among them ; and yet we know not of any
" material or fignal Crofs that was in life in the Church
" at that time ; I defire to know what fatisfa&ion or an-
" fwer muft be given to them ?

" Moreover, I protefl that all my fpeeches now are ut-
<c tered by way of Proportion, not by way of Oppofition,
" and that they all tend to work pacification in the Church ;

" for I put great difference between what is lawful and
" what is expedient, and between them that are fchif-

" matical, and them that are fcrupulous only upon fome
" Ceremonies, being otherwife learned, ftudious, grave and
tl

honefl: men.
** Concerning thefe laft, I fuppofe, if upon the urging them

r,i

to abfolute fubfcription, they fhould be fliff, and choofe
• c rather to forego their livings and the exercife of their
:< miniflxy, though I do not juftify their doing herein, yet
:i furely their fervice will be miffed at fuch a time, as

' need fhall require us and them to give the right hand of
* fellowfhip one to another, and to go arm in arm againft

* the common adverfary.

" Likewife confider who mud be the executioners of

' thejr deprivation ? even we our felves the Bifhops,againfl:

C ^ whom
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whom there will be a great clamour of them and their

dependents, and many others who are well affe£ted to-

wards them, whereby our perfons will be in hazard to be
brought into extreme diflike or hatred.

" Alfo remember, that when the Benjamites were all

deftroyed, laving fix hundred, and the men of Ifrael

fware in their fury that none of them would give his

daughter to the Benjamites to wife, though they fuffered

for their juft deferts, yet their brethren afterwards la-

mented and faid, There is one Tribe cut off from Ifrael

this day, and they ufed all their wits, to the uttermofl of

their policy, to reftore that Tribe again.

" In like fort, if thefe our brethren aforefaid fhall be

deprived of their places for the matter premifed, I think

we mould find caufe to bend our wits to the utmoft ex-

tent of our fkill, to provide fome cure of fouls for them,
that they may exercife their Talents.
" Furthermore, if thefe men, being divers hundreds,

fhould forlake their charges, who, I pray you, fhould

fucceed them ? Verily, I know not where to find fo ma-
ny able Preachers in this Realm unprovided for ; but

fuppofe there were, yet they might more conveniently be

fettled in the feats of unpreaching Minifters. But if they

are put in the places of thefe men that are difpofTeffed,

thereupon it will follow, i . That the number of preach-

ing Minifters will not be multiplied. 2. The Church can-

not be fo well furnifhed on a fudden ; for though the

new fupply may be of learned men from the Univerfi-

tics, yet will they not be fuch ready preachers for a time,

nor fo experienced in paftoral government, nor fo

well acquainted with the manners of the people, nor fo

difcreet in their carriage, as thofe who have already fpent

many years in their minifterial charge.

" Befides, forafmuch as in the time of the late Arch-

bifhop of Canterbury thefe things were not fo extremely

urged, but that many learned Preachers enjoyed their

liberty conditionally, that they did not by word or deed

openly difturb the State eftablifhed, I would know a rea-

fon why they fhould now be fo generally and exceeding

ftraitly called upon, efpccially fince there is a greater

encreafe of Papitls lately than heretofore.

" To conclude, I wifh, that if by petition to the King's

Majefty there cannot be obtained a quite remove of the

premiles, nor yet a toleration for them, that arc ot more
« (laid
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** ftaid and temperate carriage, yet at leaft there might be
*' procured a mitigation of the penalty."

The Bifliops of London, Winchefter, Ely and Lincoln,

anfwered the Bifhop of St. David's Speech ; but when his

Lordfhip would have replied, he was forbid by the Prefi-

dent and lubmitted ; affirming, that as nothing was more
dear to him than the peace of the Church, he was deter-

mined to ufe the befl means he could to draw others to

Unity and Conformity with himfelf, and the . reft of the

reverend company. And thus the debate ended.

The book of Canons found an eafy paffage through both

Houfes of Convocation, and was afterwards ratified by the

King's Letters Patents under his Great Seal ; it contained

one hundred forty one Articles, collected out of the In-

junctions, and other epifcopal and fynodical Acts of the

reigns of King Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth, and

are the fame that are now in force, except fuch as are

fet afide by the late Act of Indulgence to Proteftant Dif-

fenters. By thefe we may fee the fpirit of the Church
at this time, and how freely fhe difpenfed her Anathe-

ma's againft thofe that attempted a further Reformation.

The Canons that relate to the Puritans deferve a particular

notice.

" Canon III. fays, That whofoever mall affirm, that Abftraft of

" the Church of England by Law eftablifhed is not a t
j?
ebookof

" true and Apoftolical Church, let him be excommu-
*' nicated ipfo facto, and not reftored but only by the

" Archbifhop, after his repentance and publick revocation

" of his wicked Error.

" Canon IV. Whofoever mall affirm the form of
" God's Worfhip in the Church of England eftablifhed

" by Law, and contained in the book of Common-prayer,
" and adminiftration of Sacraments, is a corrupt, fuper-

'.' ftitious, and unlawful worfhip, or contains any thing

" repugnant to Scripture, let him be excommunicated
tc ipfo facto, and not be reftored, &c.

*.' Canon V. Whofoever fhall affirm, that any of the

" Thirty-nine Articles of the Church, agreed upon in the

t* year 1562. " for avoiding diverfity of Opinions, and for

*' eftablifhing Confent touching true Religion," are in any
" fort fuperftitious or erroneous, or fuch as he may not
" with a good confcience fubfcribe to, let him be excom-
i( municated ipfo facto, and not reftored, &c.

" Canon
C 4
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Kins " Canon VI. Whofoever fhall affirm, that the Rites

1604.' " anc* Ceremonies of the Church of England by law efta-

blifhed, are wicked, anti-chriftian, fuperftitious, or fuch

as being commanded by lawful authority, good men may
not with a good confcience approve, ufe, or, as occafion

requires, fubfcribe, let him be excommunicated ipfo

faclo, and not reftored, &c.
" Canon VII. Whofoever mail affirm, the government
of the Church of England by Archbiihops, Bifhops,

Deans and Archdeacons, and the reft that bear office in

the fame, is antichriftian, or repugnant to the Word of

God, let him be excommunicated Ipfo fa£to, and not

reftored, cVc.

" Canon VIII. Whofoever fhall affirm, that the form
and manner of making and confecrating Bifhops, Priefts,

or Deacons, contains any thing repugnant to the Word
of God ; or that perfons fo made and confecrated are not

lawfully made, or need any other calling or ordination to

their divine offices, let him be excommunicated ipfo

fa£to, and not reftored, &c.
" Canon IX. Whofoever fhall feparate from the Com-
munion of the Church of England, as it is approved by
the Apoftles rules, and combine together in a new Bro-

therhood, accounting thofe who conform to the Doc-
trines, Rites and Ceremonies of the Church unmeet tor

their Communion, let them be excommunicated ipfo

fa£to, and not reftored, &c.
" Canon X. Whofoever fhall affirm, that fuch Minifters

as refufe to fubfcribe to the form and manner of God's
worfhip in the Church of England, and their adherents,

may truly take tothemfelves the name of another Church
not eftablifhed by law, and fhall publifh, that their intended

Church has groaned under the burden of certain grie-

vances, impofed on them by the Church of England, let

them be excommunicated ipfo facto, and not reftored, cVc.

•' Canon XI. Whofoever fhall affirm, that there are with-

in this Realm, other Meetings, Aflemblies or Congrega-
tions of the King's born Subjects, than fuch as are efta-

<c blifhed by law, which may rightly challenge to them-
' felves the name of true and lawful Churches, let him be
" excommunicated ipfo facto, and not reftored, cVc.

« Canon XI f. Whofoever fhall affirm, that it is lawful
w for any fort of Minifters or Lay-perfons to make Rules,

" Orders and Constitutions, in Gaufes eccleiiaftical, without
w the King's Authority* and fhall fubmit to be ruled and

" governed

«..-
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" governed by them, let him be excommunicated ipfo fa&o,

" and not reftored, &c.
*« Canon XCVIII. We decree and appoint, that after

" any Judge ecclefiaftical, hath proceeded judicially againft

'* obftinate and factious perfons, for not observing the Rites
i( and Ceremonies of the Church, or for contempt of pub-
" lick Prayer, no Judge ad quern fhall admit or allow of
" an Appeal, unlefs he having firft feen the Original

" Appeal, the party Appellant do firft perfonally promife

" and vow, that he will faithfully keep and obferve all the

" Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, as alfo

" the prefcript form of Common-prayer ; and do likewife

" fubfcribe the three Articles formerly by us fpecified and
« declared."

They that are acquainted with the terrible confequences of Remarks.

anExcommunication in the fpiritual Courts, muft be feniible

of the new hardfhips put upon the Puritans by thefe Canons

;

Sufpenfions and Deprivations from their Livings, were not

now thought fufficient punifhments for the fin of Non-con-
formity ; but the Puritans, both Clergy and Laity, muft

be turned out of the Congregation of the Faithful ; they

mull: be made uncapable of fuing for their lawful debts ;

they muft be imprifoned for life by a Capias, unlefs they

make fatisfaction to the Church ; when they die they muft

not have Chriftian Burial ; but as much as lies in the power

of the Court be excluded the Kingdom of'Heaven. O un-

charitablenefs ! Papifts excommunicate Proteftants, becaufe

by renouncing the Catholick Faith they apprehend them
guilty of Herefy; but for Proteftants of the fame Faith to

excommunicate their fellow-chriftians and fubjecls, and de-

prive them of their Liberties, Properties, and Eftates, for a

few indifferent Ceremonies ; or, becaufe they have not the

fame veneration for the ecclefiaftical Conftitution with them-
felves, is hardly to be parallel'd.

To take notice of a few more of the Canons ; Canon Remainder

XIV. forbids the Minifter to add to, or leave out any part of the Ca"

of the Prayers. Canon XVIII. enjoins bowing at the name
nons "

ofjefus. Canon XVII, XXIV, XXV, LVIII, LXXIV,
enjoins the wearing the Habits in Colleges, Cathedrals, &c.
as Copes, Surplices, Hoods. Canon XXVII. forbids giving

the Sacrament to Schifmaticks, or to any but fuch as kneel,

and allow of the Rites, Ceremonies and Orders of the

Church. Canon XXVIII. fays, that none mail be admitted

to
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King to the Sacrament but in their own Parifh. Canon XXIX.

^6ol
' That no Parent mall be urged to be prefent, nor be ad-

mitted to anfwer as a God-father for his own child in Bap-
tifm. Canon XXX. declares the fign of the Crofs to be
no part of the fubtlance of the Sacrament of Baptifm,

but that the ordinance is perfect without it. Canon XXXIII.
prohibits Ordination without a Prefentation, and fays, that

if any Bifhop ordain without a title, he fhall maintain the

perfon till he be provided with a living. Canon XXXVI,
and XXXVII. fay, that no perfon fhall be ordained, or

fuffered to preach, or catechize in any place as a Lecturer,

or othervvife, unlefs he firft fubfcribe the three Articles fol-

lowing ;
" i.. That the King's Majefty is the fupreme

" Head and Governor of this Realm, as well in all fpiritual

" and ecclefiaftical, as temporal Caufes. 2. That the

" Book of Common-prayer, &c. contains nothing contra-

" ry to the word of God, and that he will ufe it and none
" other. 3. That he alloweth the Thirty nine Articles of

" 1562. to be all, and every one of them agreeable to the
M word of God." To thefe he fhall fubfcribe in the fol-

lowing form of Words.

I N. N. do willingly, and Ex Animo, fubfcribe to thefe
•* three Articles abovementioned, and to all things that are

contained in them.

Canon XXXVIII. fays, that if any Minifter, after fub-

fcription, fhall difufe the Ceremonies, he fhall firft be fuf-

pended ; then after a month excommunicated, and after

another month depofed from his Miniftry. Canon LV.
contains the form of bidding Prayer before Sermon ;

" Ye
" fhall pray for ChrifFs Holy Catholick Church, &c."

the original of which I have accounted for. Canon LXXXII.
appoints, " That convenient and decent Tables fhall be

" provided in all Churches for the celebration of the holy

" Communion, and the fame tables fhall be covered in

" time of divine Service with a carpet of Silk, or other

" convenient flu ft" ; and with a fair linenCloth at the time of

" the Ad mini that ion, as becometh that Table, and fo

tc (land, faving when the faid holy Communion is to be

" adminiilered ; at which time the fame fhall be placed in

*< fo good fort within the Church or Chancel, as thereby

" the Minirter may be more conveniently heard of the

" Communicants in his Pr.ivcr and Adminiftration ; and
" the
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" the Communicants alfo more conveniently, and in more
" numbers, may communicate with the faid Minifter j

'* and a convenient Seat mail be made for the Minifter to

" read Service in."

The other Canons relate to the particular duties of Mi-
nifters, Lecturers, Church-wardens, Parifh Clerks ; to the

jurifdiclion and bufinefs of Ecclefiaftical Courts, with their

proper Officers, as Judges Ecclefiaftical, Surrogates, Proc-

tors, Regifters, Apparitors, &c. The Book concludes

with denouncing the Sentence of Excommunication, i.

Againft fuch as fhall affirm, that this Synod thus aJOTem-

bled is not the true Church of England by reprefentation.

2. Againft fuch as fhall affirm, that perfons not particularly

aflembled in this Synod, either Clergy or Laity, are not'

fubjecf. to the decrees thereof, as not having given their

Voices to them. 3. Againft fuch as fhall affirm, this fa-

cred Synod was a company of fuch perfons as did confpire

againft godly and religious profeflbrs of the Gofpel, and

therefore that they and their proceedings ought to be de-

fpifed and contemned, though ratified and confirmed by
the Royal Supremacy and Authority.

The King in his Ratification of thefe Canons, commands Ratification

them to be diligently obferved and executed ; and for the
oftheCa"

better obfervation of the fame, that every parifh Minifter

fhall read them over once every year in his Church on a

Sunday or Holiday, before divine Service ; and all Arch-
bifhops, Bifhops and others, that have ecclefiaftical jurif-

diclion, are commanded to fee all and every the fame put

in execution, and not fpare to execute the penalties in them
feverally mentioned on thofe that wilfully break or negleft

them. I fhall leave the reader to make his own comment
on the proceedings of this Synod, and only obferve, that

when they had finifhed their Decrees, they were prorogued

to January, i6of. when Dr. Overal being Prolocutor,

they gave the King four Subfidies, but did no more
Church bufinefs till the time of their diffolution, in the

year 1610.

Dr. Bancroft, Bifhop of London, being tranflated to the Addrefs of
See of Canterbury, [December 1604.] was fucceeded by tne French

Vaughan Bifhop of Chefter, a corpulent Man, and of little chuJY*
activity ; upon his advancement the Dutch and French the Bpfof

°

Minifters within his Diocefe, prefented him with an ad- London,

drefs for his protection and favour, wherein they fet forth, y
tr

,

ype
!

s An*

" That their Churches were granted them by Charter 390.
'
P*

* ( from pious King Edward VI. in the year 1550 ; and that,

" though
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'• though they were again difperfed by the Marian Perfe-
; cution, they were rertored to their Churches and Privi-
; leges by Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1558. from which
time they have been in the uninterrupted pofleffion of

" them. It appears from our Records (fay they) how
" kind and friendly the pious Grindal was to us ; and
" what pains the prudent Bifhop Sandys took in com-
" pofing our differences. We promife ourfelves the like

". favour from your Lordfhip, &c. for whom we fhall

*« always pray, &c." Monfieur De la Fontain deli-

vered the Addrefs, with a fhort Latin Speech, to whom
the Bifhop replied, " I thank you, moil dear Brethren, for

" your kind Addrefs ; I am fenfible of the Merits of John
" Alafco, Utenhovius, and Edmund Grindal Bifhop of
u London, Superintendents of your Churches ; and of the
" reil of my PredecefTors in this bifhoprick, who had reafon
" to take your Churches, which are of the fame faith with
'* our own, under their patronage, which I alfo am rea-

Strype's Ar. <: dy to do. I have known your Churches twenty-five
oi.uit. p. <t

^ears tQ jiave jjeen beneficial to tjje Kingdom, and fer-

" viceable to the Church of England, in which the Devil,
" the author of Difcord, has kindled the fire of Diffen-
" tion, into which I pray you not to pour oil, but to

" endeavour, by your Counfels and Prayers, to extinguish."

Thus the foreign Churches enjoyed full peace, while his

Majefty's own Subjects, of the fame Faith and Difcipline

with them, were harraffed out of the Kingdom.
Bancroft was a Divine of a rough temper, a perfect

creature of the Prerogative, and a declared enemy of the

religious and civil liberties of his Country. He was for

advancing the Prerogative above Law, and for enlarging

the jurifdiclion of the Spiritual Courts, by advifing his

Majefiy to take the whole Right of granting Prohibitions

from the Courts of Weftminfter-Hall to himfelf : for

tiiis purpofe he framed twenty-live Grievances of the

Clergy, which he called Articuli Cleri, and prefented

them to the King for his approbation ; but the Judges
having declared them to be contrary to law, they were
fet afide.

Perfecution His Grace revived the Perfecution of the Puritans, by
of the Puri- enforcing the Uriel: obfervance of all the feflivals of the
tans revived.

(^|unc ] 1 . by reviving the ufe of Copes, Surplices, Caps,

Hoods, cVc. according to the firft fcrvice Book of King l\d-

ward; by obliging the Clergy to fubferibe over again to the

three Articles of Whitgift, which by the late Canon
[No,
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[No. XXXVL] they were obliged to declare they did

" willingly, and from the heart." By thefe methods of

feverity above three hundred Puritan Minifters were filen-

ced or deprived ; fome of whom were excommunicated Aiure

and caft into prifon, others were forced to leave their na-
Danla '

r<:
-

live Country and livelihood, and go into baniihment, to

preferve their Confciences. " I fay (fays Mr. Collier) to Eccl. Hift.

'* preferve their Confciences, for 'tis a hard thing to bring P* 6S7-

" every body's understanding to the common ftandard, and
** to make all honeft Men of the fame mind."

To countenance and fupport the Archbifhop's proceed- opinion of

ings, the King fummoned the twelve Judges into the chamber" a-

Star Chamber, and demanded their Judgments upon three bout dcpri-

Queftions ; there were prefent the Biihops of Canter- vaiions, pro-

bury and London, and about twelve Lords of the Privy
pet jii°ns #

an

Council.

The Lord Chancellor opened the Affembly with a fharp Crooke's re-

Speech againft the Puritans, as difturbers of the Peace,
j^J^'

1
V'
m

declaring that the King intended to fupprefs them, by Jacobi, Part

having the Laws put in execution ; and then demanded, 2d
- V- 37-

in his Majefty's name, the opinion of the Judges in three
arag* I3 "

things :

Qi, r. " Whether the deprivation c^ Puritan Minif-
" ters by the High Commiffioners, for refufing to conform
" to the Ceremonies appointed by the laft Canons, was
" lawful ?

The Judges replied, " That they had conferred thereof
" before, and held it to be lawful, becaufe the King had
" the fupreme Ecclefiaftical Power, which he has delega-
" ted to the Commiffioners, whereby they have the pow-
" er of deprivation, by the Canon Law of the Realm,
" and the Statute firft Eliz. which appoints CommifTion-
" ers to be made by the Queen, but does not confer any
" New Power, but explain and declare the Ancient Pow-
** er ; and therefore they held it clear, " That the King
" without. Parliament might make Orders and Conflituti-
** ons for the Government of the Clergy, and might de-
" prive them if they obeyed not; and fo the Commiffioners
** might deprive them;" but that the Commiffioners could
" not make any new ConfHtutions without the King. And the
i( divulging fuch Ordinances by Piockmation is a mo ft gra-
" cious admonition. And forafmuch as they [the Puritans]
<( have refufed to obey, they are lawfully deprived by the
" Commiffioners Ex Officio, without libel, Et ore tenua
" convocati.

C^2.
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Remarks.

Kingjames's

proitltaiion.

Q^ 2. " Whether a Prohibition be grantable againfl

the Commiflioners upon the Statute of 2 Henry V.
if they do not deliver the Copy of the Libel to the

Party ?

The Judges replied, tl That that Statute was intend-

ed where the Ecclefiaftical Judge proceeds Ex Officio,

& ore tenus.

Q^ 3. " Whether it be an offence punifhable, and
what punifhment they deferved, who framed petitions,

and collected a multitude of hands thereto, to prefer to

the King in a publick caufe, as the Puritans had done,

with an intimation to the King, that if he denied their fuit

many thoufands of his Subjects would be dilcontented ?

The Judges replied, " That it was an offence fineable

at difcretion, and very near to treafon and felony in

the punifhment, for it tended to the railing fedition,

rebellion and difcontent among the People." To which
unaccountable Refolution all the Lords agreed.

By thefe determinations the whole Body of the Clergy

are excluded the benefit of the Statute Law of the Land ;

for the King without Parliament may make what Conftitu-

tions he pleafes : His Majefty's High CommiiTioners may
proceed upon thefe " Conftitutions Ex Officio," without the

forms of common Law ; and the Subject may not open his

complaints to the King, nor petition for relief, without being

fineable at pleafure, and coming within danger of treafon or

felony ?

Before the breaking up of the Affembly fome of the

Lords declared, that the Puritans had raifed a falfe rumour
of the King, as intending to grant a toleration to Papifts ;

which offence the Judges conceived to be heinoufly fineable

by the rules of common Law, either in the King's Bench
or by the King and his Council ; or now, fince the Statute

of 3 Henrv VII. in the Star Chamber. And the Lords fe-

verally declared, that the King was dilcontented with the

faid falfe rumour, and had made but the day before a pro-
s
teftation to them, " That he never intended it, and that he

would fpend the lafl drop of blood in his Body before he

would do it ; and prayed that before any of his I flue

fhould maintain any other Religion than what he truly

profefled and maintained, that God would take them

out of the world." The reader will remember this fo-

lemn protection hereafter.

After thefe determinations the Ajchbtfhqp rcfumed frefh

courage, and purfued the Puritans without the leait com-
panion.
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pafllon. A more grievous perfecution of the Orthodox Faith

(fays my Author) is not to be met with in any Prince's Reign.

Dr. John Purges, Rector of Sutton Colefield, in one of his

letters to King James, fays, the number of Non-conformifts Adridgmens

in the Counties he mentions, were fix or feven hundred, of Linc-

agreeable to the addrefs of the Lincolnfhire Minifters here-

after mentioned, viz*

In In

/StafFordfhire

Hertford fliire

Surrey

Wiltfhire

Suffex

Cheftiire

* Somerfetfhire

Lancafhire

London
Warwickfhire

Northamptonfhire

lEffex

In the twenty four Counties abovementioned

Oxfordshire 9
Dorfetftiire l l

Nottinghamfhire 20
Norfolk 28

Buckinghamfhire 33
Leicefterfhire 57
Bedfordshire 16

Derby(hire 20
Kent 23
Lincolnfliire 33
Devon and Cornwal 5 1

\
Suffolk 71

14 Addr.p. SB.

Numbers of
J 7 Non-fub-

21 fcribers.

3 1

47
12

l 7

21

30

44
57

57

754

From whence 'tis reafonable to conclude, that in the fifty

two Counties of England and Wales there were more than

double the number.

The whole Clergy of London being fummoned to Lam-
beth, in order to fubfcribe over again, many abfcondcd,

and fuch numbers rcfufed, that the Church was in danger

of being disfurnifhed, which awakened the Court, who
had been told that the Non-conformifts were but an in-

confidable body of Men. Upon this furprifing appearance

the Bifhops were obliged to relax the rigor of the Canons
for a time ; and to accept of a Promife from fome, to ufe

the Crofs and Surplice only ; from others to ufe the Sur-

plice only ; and from others a verbal promife, that they

might be ufed, not obliging thernfelves to the ufe of them at

all ; the defign of which was to ierve the Church by them
at prefent, 'tili the Univerfities could fupply them with new
Men ; for they had a ftri£t eye upon thofe Seminaries of

learning, and would admit no young Scholar into Orders „
f

,

without an abfolute and full fubfeription to all the Articles Letter about

and Canons. pi effing con-^.,

Bancroft in a Letter to his Brethren the Biihops, dated p™"7'

December 18th, 1604. gives the following directions, " As ,££*'
P"

" to
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" to fuch Miniflers as are not already placed in the Church,
" the 36th and 37 th Canons are to be obferved ; and none
* c are to be admitted to execute any Ecclefiaftical Fun£ti-
" on without fubfcription. Such as are already placed in
* c the Church are of two forts : I. Some promife confor-
tc mity, but are unwilling to fubfcribe again. Of thefe,

" forafmuch as the nearer affinity between conformity and
" fubfcription gives apparent hopes, that being Men of
" fincerity, they will in a fhort time frame themfelves to a

" more conftant courfe, and fubfcribe to that again, which
" by their practice they teftify not to be repugnant to the

" Word of God ; your Lordfhip may (an Aft remaining
" upon record of fuch their offer and promife) refpite their

" fubfcription for fome fhort time. 2. Others in their ob-
" flinacy will yield neither to fubfcription, nor promife of
" conformity ; thefe are either ftipendary Curates, or fti-

" pendary Lecturers, or Men beneficed ; the two firft are

" to be filenced, and the third deprived." He adds, " That
" -the King's Proclamation of July 16, 1604. admonifhes
" them to conform to the Church, and obey the fame,
*' or elfe to difpofe of themfelves and their families fome
" other way, as being Men unfit, for their obflinacy and
" contempt, to occupy fuch places ; and befides, they are

" within the compafs of feveral Laws."
The Puritans that feparated from the Church, or inclin-

Mr. Maun- ed that way, were treated with yet greater rigor. Mr.
fei, and Mr. Manfel Minifter of Yarmouth, and Mr. Lad a Merchant

ferines.

5
" °^ tnat town > were imprifoned by the High Commiffion,

for a fuppofed Conventicle, becaufe that on the Lord's-day

after Sermon, they joined with Mr. Jackler their late Mi-
nifter, in repeating the heads of the Sermon preached that

day in the Church. Mr. Lad was obliged to anfwer upon

oath certain Articles, without being able to obtain a fight

of them before hand ; and after he had anfwered before

the Chancellor, was cited up to Lambeth to anfwer them
again before the High Commiflioners upon a new oath,

which he refufing, without a fight of his former Anfwer,

was thrown into prifon, where he continued a long time,

without being admitted to Bail. Mr. Maunfel the Minifter

was charged further, with figning a complaint to the Lower
Houfe of Parliament, and for refufing the oath Ex Officio

;

for which he alfo was fhut up in prifon without bail. At
length being brought to the bar upon a Writ of Habeas

Corpus j and having prevailed with Nic. Fuller, Efq;

a Benchsr

Mr. Lad,
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a Bencher of Grays Inn, and a learned Man in his profef-'

fion, to be their Counfel ; he moved, that the prifoners

ought to be difcharged, becaufe the High Commiflloners

were not impowered by law to imprifon, or to adminifter

the oath Ex Officio, or to fine any of his Majefty's Sub-

jects. This was reckoned an unpardonable crime, and

inftead of ferving his Clients, brought the indignation of

the Commiffioners upon himfelf. Bancroft told the King,

that he was the champion of the Non-conformifts, and

ought therefore to be made an example, to terrify others

from appearing for them ; accordingly he was fhut up in

clofe prifon, from whence neither the interceffion of his

friends, nor his own mod: humble petitions, could obtain

his releafe to the day of his death.

This high abufe of Church Power obliged many learn- Puritans re-

ed Minifters and their Followers to leave the Kingdom, \^\°
and retire to Amsterdam, Rotterdam, the Hague, Leyden,

Utrecht, and other places of the Low Countries, where
Englifh Churches were erected after the Prefbyterian mo-
del, and maintained by the States according to Treaty
with Queen Elizabeth, as the French and Dutch Churches
were in England. Befides, the Englifh being yet in poflef-

fion of the cautionary Towns, many went over as Chap-
lains to Regiments, which together with the Merchants
that refided in the trading Cities, made a considerable bo-

dy. The Reverend and learned Dr. William Ames, one
of the moft acute controverfial Writers of his Age, fettled $

with the Englifh Church at the Hague ; the learned Mr.
Robert Parker a Wiltfhire Divine, and Author of the Ec-
clefiaftical Policy, being difturbed by the High Commiilion,

retired to Amfterdam, and afterwards became Chaplain to

the Englifh Regiment at Doefburgh, where he died. The
learned Mr. Forbes, a Scots Divine, fettled with the Eng-
lifh Church at Rotterdam ; as Mr. Pots, Mr. Paget, and

others, did at Amfterdam and other places.

But the greateft number of thofe that left their native Hirtory of

Country for Religion were Brownifts, or rigid Separafifts,
tn* Br°w-

ofwhom Mr. Johnfon, Ainfworth, Smith and Robinfcn,were cuted.

the Leaders. Mr. Johnfon erected a Church at Amfterdam,
after the model of the Brownifts, having the learned Mr.
Ainfworth for DoiStor or Teacher. Thefe two published

to the World a Confeffion of Faith of the People caiied

Brownifts, in the year 1602, not much different in Doc-
trine from the harmony of Confeffions ; but being Men ofOfMt.

warm Spirits, they fell to pieces about fome points of Dif-
J*

d̂
"

ftt

Vol. II. D cipline ; worth.



The HISTORY Vol. II.

cipline
; Johnfon excommunicated his own Father and Bro-

ther for trifling matters, after having rejected the mediation
of the Prefbytery of Amfterdarn. This divided the Con-
gregation, infomuch that Mr. Ainfvvorth and half the Con-
gregation excommunicated Johnfon, who after fome time
returned the fame compliment to Ainfworth. At length the

conteft grew fo hot, that Amfterdarn could not hold them ;

Johnfon and his Followers removing to Embden, where
foon after he died, and his Congregation diffolved. Nor did

Mr. Ainfworth and his Followers live long in peace, for foon

after he left them and retired to Ireland, where he continued

fome time, but when the fpirits of his People were quieted

he returned to Amfterdarn, and continued with them to his

death. This Mr. Ainfworth was Author of an excellent lit-

tle Treatifc, entitled, " an Arrow againft Idolatry," and

of a moll: learned Commentary on the five Books of Mo-
fes, by which he appears to have been a mod complete

Mafter of the Oriental Languages and of Jewifh Antiqui-

ties. His death was hidden, and not without fufpicion of

Violence ; for it is reported, that having found a Diamond
of very great value in the Streets of Amfterdarn; he ad-

vertifed it in print, and when the Owner, who was a Jew,
came to demand it, he offered him any acknowledgment he
would defire; but Ainfworth, though poor, would accept

of nothing but a conference with fome of his Rabbies upon
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament relating to the Mef-
fias, which the other promifed ; but not having intereft

enough to obtain it, 'tis thought he was poifon'd. His Con-
gregation remained without a Paftor for fome years after his

death, and then chofe Mr. Canne, Author of the Mar-
ginal References to the Bible, and fundry other Treatifes.

of
Mr. Smith was a learned Man, and of good Abilities,

Smith the ^ut °^ an uniettled Head, as appears by the Preface to one
Browuiu. of his Books, in which he defires that his laft Writings may

always be taken for his prefent Judgment. He was tor re-

fining upon the Brownifts Scheme, and at laft declared for

the Principles of the Baptifts ; upon this he left Amfter-
darn, and fettled with his Difciples at Ley ; where, being

at a lofs for a proper Adminiftrator of the Ordinance of

Baptifm he plunged himfelf, and then performed the Cere-
mony upon others, which gained him the name of a Se-

baptift. He afterwards embraced the Tenets of Arminius,

and publifhed certain conclufions upon thole points in the

year i6it, which Mr. Rdbinfbn anfwer'd ; but Smith died

foon after, and his Congregation diliblvcd.

Mr.
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Mr. John Robinfon was a Norfolk Divine, beneficed
t

King

about Yarmouth, but being often molefted by the Bifhop's

Officers, and his Friends almoft ruined in the Ecclefiaftical

Courts, he removed to Leyden, and erected a Congregation 01 M'r. Ro-

upon the model of the Brownifts. He fet out upon the moil: binfon the

ngid Principles, but by convening with L)r. Ames, and other pen dant.

learned Men, he became more moderate ; and though he Bayie'sDif-

always maintained the lawfulnefs and neceflity of feparating luaf:ve
> P-

from thofe reformed Churches among whom he lived, he

did not deny them to be true Churches, but admitted their

Members to occafional Communion, and his own to join

with the Dutch Churches in Prayer and hearing the word,

but not in the Sacraments and Difcipline, which gained him
the Character of a Semi-feparatift ; his Words are thefe,

" Profitemur coram Deo & hominibus adeo nobis conve- R b. Apol.

" nire cum Ecclefiis reformats Belgicis in re Religionis ut for the

" omnibus & finjnilis earundum Ecclefiarum fidei Articulis,
Browmfts.p.

e* prout habentur in harmonia Confeflionum fidei, parati

'* fumus* fubfcribere. Ecclefias reformatas pro veris

" & genuinis habemus, cum iifdem in facris Dei coramu-
" nionem profitemur, & quantum in nobis eft, colimus.

" Conciones publicas ab illarum Paftoribus habitas, ex
" noftris quinoruntlinguam Belgicam frequentant : Sacram
" Caenam earum Membris, (i qua forte noftris ccetibus in-

" terfint nobis cognita, participamus." i. e. '* We pro-
" fefs before God and Men, that we agree fo entirely with
" the reformed Dutch Churches in Matters of Religion ;

" that we are willing to lubfcribe all and every one of their

" Articles, as they are fet down in the Harmony of Con-
" feflions. We acknowledge thefe reformed Churches
" for true and genuine; we hold Communion with them
" as far as we can ; thofe among us that underftand the
*' Dutch Language frequent their Sermons ; and we ad-
tc minifter the Lord's Supper to iuch of their Members as

" are known to us, and defire it occafionally." This Mr.
Robinfon was the Father of the Independants.

Mr. Henry Jacob was born in Kent, and educated in. St. Of Mr.

Mary Hall, where he took the Degrees in Arts, enter'd in- ^
e

b

nry
^
a "

to Holy Orders, and became Precentor of (Thrift Church l. of Whit.

College, and afterwards beneficed in his own Country at F- 5 66 -

Cheriton. He was a perfon molt excellently read in Theo-
logical Authors, but withal a moil zealous Puritan. He
writ two Treatifes againft Fr. Johnfon the Brownift, in de-

fence of the Church of England's being a true Church,

D 2 printed
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King printed at Middleburgh, 1599, and afterwards publifhed

i6o4.

L " Reafons taken out of God's Word, and the beft human

K^yf^j" Teftimonies, proving a neceffity of reforming our

Ath. Ox. " Churches of England, &c. 1604," but going to Leyden,
Vol. 1. p. ancj converting with Mr. Robinfon, he embraced his fenti-

ments of Discipline and Government, and tranfplanted it

into England in the Year 1616, as will be feen in its pro-

per place.

Lawfulnefs This difference among the Puritans engaged them in a
of Separa- warm controverfy among themfelves about the " Lawful-
tion from ,, ' J p . i y>i t r
theCh.of nets and JNecelTity or leparating from the Church or

Enj. argued. «« England," while the conforming Clergy flood by as

Spectators of the Combat. Moft of the Puritans were
for keeping within the pale of the Church, apprehending

it to be a true Church in its Doctrines and Sacraments,

though defective in Difcipline, and corrupt in Ceremonies,

but being a true Church they thought it not lawful to fepa-

rate, though they could hardly continue in it with a good

confcience. They fubmitted to Sufpenfions and Deprivati-

ons ; and when they were turned out of one Diocefe they

took Sanctuary in another, but were afraid of incurring the

, danger of Schifm by fetting up feparate Communions. The
Brownifhs maintained, that the Church of England, in its

prefent coniVitution, was no true Church of Chrift, but a

Limb of Antichriil:, or at bed but a mere creature of the

Stale ; that their Miniflers were not rightly called and or-

dained, nor the Sacraments duly admmifter'd ; but fuppo-

fing it to be a true Church, it was owned by their adverfa-

ries [the conforming Puritans] to be a very corrupt one ;

and therefore it muft be as lawful to feparate from the

Church of England, as for the Church of England to fe-

parate from Rome. The Puritans evaded this confequence,

by denying the Church of Rome to be a true Church ;

nay, they affirmed it to be the very Antichrifr. ; but the

Argument remained in full Force againft the Bifhops, and

that part of the Clergy that acknowledged the Church of

Rome to be a true Church.

„ ,

'Tis certainly as lawful to feparate from the corruptions o
Remarks. _, J r

. j r »
one Church as or another ; and tis decenary to do io

when thofe corruptions arc impofed as terms of Communi-
on. Let us hear Archbifhop Laud, in his Conference with

Archi.ifhop the Jefuit Fifhcr. " Another Church (lays his Grace) may
Laud'sSen- « feparate from Rome, If Rome will feparate from Chrift,

Separation
" and fo far as it feparates from him, and the Faith, fo far

f. 140. " may another Church feparate from it.' I grant the

" Church
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" Church of Rome to be a true Church in Effence, though ,
Kms

r
.. •

i i o • \ i c lames I." corrupt in manners and doctrine. And corruption ot - l6o .

" manners attended with errors in the doctrines or Faith, y_ —
v
- +

" is a juft caufe for one particular Church to feparate from v- "S.

" another" His Grace then adds, with regard to the p '

'

4 '

Church of Rome ;
" The caufe of the feparation is yours,

" for you thruft us from you becaufe we called for truth

" and redrefs of Abufes ; for a Schifm mull reeds be

'*, theirs whofe the caufe of it is ; the woe runs full out of
" the Mouth of Chrift even againfl him that gives the

" ofFence, not againfl: him that takes it. It was ill
p> ' 33-

" done of thofe, whoe'er they were, who firft made the
" feparation [from Rome] ; I mean not actual but caufal,
* c for as I faid before, the fchifm is theirs whofe the caufe p- i4J > »43«

.
of it is : and he makes the feparation who gives the firft

" juft: caufe of it, not he that makes an actual feparation

" upon a juft caufe preceding." Let the Reader carefully

confider thefe conceffions, and then judge how far they will

juftify the feparation of the Brownifts, or the Proteftant

Non-conformifts at this day.

This year was famous for the difcovery of the Gun- _, ° 5 '

j 1 1 ' 1
• ,- 1 t-» • i

The Gun-
powder-plot, which was a contrivance of the rapilts to po wda-plot.

blow up the King and the whole Royal Family, with the

chief of the Proteftant Nobility and Gentry, November 5th,

the firft day of their affembling in Parliament ; for this

purpofe a Cellar was hired under the Houfe of Lords, and

ftored with thirty fix barrels of Gun-power, covered over

with Coals and Faggots. But the plot was difcovered the

Night before, by means of a Letter fent to the Lord Mont-
eagle, advifing him to abfent from the Houfe, becaufe
" they were to receive a terrible Blow, and not to know
*' who hurt them." Monteagle carrying the Letter to the

Court, the King ordered the apartments about the Parlia-

ment-Houfe to be fearched ; the Powder was found under

the Houfe of Lords, and Guy Vaux with a dark Lan-
thorn in the Cellar, waiting to fet Fire to the Train when
the King fhould come to the Houfe next Morning. Vaux
being apprehended confeffed the Plot, and difcovered feve-

ral of his Accomplices, eight of whom were tried and ex-

ecuted, and among them Garnet, Provincial of the Eng-
lifh Jefuits, whom the Pope afterwards canonized.

The Difcovery of this murderous Confpiracy was afcri- Rapin, p.

bed to the King's Penetration ; but Mr. Ofborne and *?7'
Osborne J -

others, with great probability fay, that the firft Notice of
43;5 .

it came from Henry IV. King of France, who heard it from

D 3 the
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the Jefuits ; and, that the Letter to Monteagle was an ar-

tifice of Cecil's, who was acquainted beforehand with the

_ proceedings of the Confpiratorc, and fufFered them to go

Hiit. Presb. their full length. Even Heylin fays, " That the King and

p. 378. it hig Council mined with them, and undermined them,

To be fa- " and by fo doing blew up their whole Invention." But
the.edonthe>

t ; s agreed on all hands, that if the Plot had taken place it

was to have been fathered upon the Puritans ; and, as if

the King was in the fecret, his Majefty in his Speech to the

Parliament, November 9th, takes particular care to bring

them into it ; for after he had cleared the Roman Catholick

Religion from encouraging fuch murderous practices, he

adds, " That the cruelty of the Puritans was worthy of
" Fire, that would not allow falvation to any Papifts."

So that if thefe unhappy people had been blown up, his Ma-
jefly thinks they would have had their deferts. Strange !

that a Puritan mould be fo much worfe than a Papift, or de-

ferve to be burnt for uncharitablenefs, when his Majefty

could not but know, that the Papifts were more criminal in

this rcfpe6t, becaufe they not only deny Salvation to the

Puritans, but to all that are without the pale of their own
Church. But what was all this to the Plot ? except it was
to turn away the indignation of the people from the Pa-

pifts, whom the King both feared and loved, to the Puri-

tans, who in a courie of forty years fufferings had never

moved the leaft fedition againft the State.

_ , c M The difcovery of this Plot occafioned the drawing up the
Oath Ot Al- r Alt • r n i • n- l s^.1 i-

legiapce. Oath ot Allegiance, or or bubmiflion and Obedience to

" the King as a Temporal Sovereign, independent of any
" power upon Earth ;" which quickly pafs'd both Houfcs,

and was appointed to be taken by all the King's Subjects

;

this oath is diflinct from the oath of Supremacy, which

obliges the Subject: to acknowledge his Majefty " to be
" fupreme Head of the Church as well as the State," and

might therefore be taken by all fuch Roman Catholicks as

did not believe " the Pope had power to depofe Kings, and
" give away their Dominions." Accordingly Blackwell

their fuperior, and moft of the Englilh Catholicks, took the

oath, but the Pope absolutely forbid it on pain of Damnati-

on ; which occafioned a new Debate, concerning the ex-

tent of the Pope's power in Temporals, between the lear-

ned of both Religions. Cardinal Bella^minj?, under the

feigned name of Tortus, writ againft the oath, which gave

K.James's occafion to King James's Apology to all Chriftian Princes

;

Apoi. p. 253-
jn w^ichj after clearing himfelf from the charge of perftcu-

ting
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ting the Papifls, he reproaches his Holinefs with ingratitude, King

" confidering the free liberty of Religion that he had granted ,™" '

" the Papifls, the honours he had conferr'd on them, the y__
y
_ ^

'? free accefs they had to hisperfon at all times ; the general

" Gaol delivery of all Jefuits and Papifls convict, and the

" flric"f. orders he had given his Judges not to put the Laws
" in execution againfl them for the future." All which was

true, while the unhappy Puritans were imprifoned and fi-

ned, or forc'd to fly into Banifhment. The Parliament, on

occafion of this Plot, appointed an annual Thankfgiving on

the 5th of November, and palled another Law, '* oblig-

" ing all perfons to come to Church under the penalty of

" twelve pence every Sunday they were abfent," unlefs

they gave luch reafons as mould be fatisfaclory to a Jultice

of Peace. This, like a two-edged Sword, cut down all

Separatifts, whether Proteftants or Papiils.

To return to the Puritans, the more moderate of whom Puritans un-

being willing to fleer a middle courfe, between a total fepa-
fe pa j.afe

°

ration and abfolute conformity, were attacked by fome of from the

the Bifhops with this Argument. Church.

" All thofe that wilfully refufe to obey the King in

" things indifferent, and to conform themfelves to the or-

" ders of the Church authorized by him, not contrary to

" the word of God, are Schifmaticks, enemies to the

" King's Supremacy, and the State, and not to be tolera-
ft ted in Church or Common-wealth.
" But you do fo—
" Therefore you are not to be tolerated in Chnrch or

(t Commonwealth.
The Puritans denied the charge, and returned this argu-

ment upon their Accufers.
" All thofe that freely and willingly perform to the King

" and State all obedience, not only in things neceffary, but
" indifferent, " commanded by Law," and that have
" been always ready to conform themfelves to every order
f< of the Church authorized by him, " not contrary to the

" word of God," are free from all Schifm, friends to the
" King's Supremacy, and to the State, and unworthy in

u this manner to be moleiled in Church or Common-
" wealth.

" But there is none of us that are deprived or fufpended
" from our Miniftry, but have been ever ready to do all

" this ; therefore we are free from Schifm, friends to the

'•' King's Supremacy, and moft unworthy of fuch molefta-

*' tion as we fuftain."

D 4 This



The H I S T O R Y Vol. II.

This being the point of Difference, the Puritans offered

a pubhck Difputation upon the " Lawfulnefs of impofing
" Ceremonies in general ; and in particular upon the
" Surplice, the Crofs in Baptifm, and kneeling at the Com-r
" munion j" but were refufed. Upon which the Lincoln-
" fhire Miniflers drew up an Apology for thofe Minifters
Ci who are troubled for refufing of Subfcription and Con-

Abridgment " formity," and prefented it to the King December ifr,

of the Line, j 604, the Abridgment of which is now before me, and be-

Reafons for S'ms w 'rn a Declaration of their Readinels to fubferibe the

not tub- firft of the three Articles required by the 36th Canon,
(bribing concerning the King's Supremacy ; but to the other two

(lay they) we cannot fubferibe, becaufe we are perfuaded,

that both the Book of Common Prayer, and the other

Book [of Articles] to be fubferibed by this Canon (of which,

yet in fome refpecls, we reverently efteem) contain in

them fundry things which are not " agreeable, but contra-
** ry to the word of God."
They object to the Book of Common-Prayer in general,

" That it appoints that order for reading the holy Scrip-

" tures, which in many refpe&s is contrary to the Word of
" God. As,

T1
. . 1. " The greatefl part of the canonical Scripture is left

guments " out in the publick Reading ; whereas all Scripture is

againitfub- "given by infpiration, and is profitable, &c. and fundry

Bookof " Chapters that are, in their opinion, more edifying than

Conmon- " fome others that are read, are omitted.'

Prayer. 2. " It does too much honour to the Apocryphal Writ-
" ings, commanding many of them to be read for firfr.

*.' LefTons, and under the name of Holy Scripture, and in

" as great a proportion ; for of the canonical chapters of
" the old Teflament (being in all feven hundred feventy
* ( nine) are read only five hundred ninety two, and of the

" Apocryphal Books (being one hundred feventy two chap-
" ters) are read one hundred and four. This they appre-
'* bend to be contrary to the word of God, foraimuch as

<< the Apocryphal Books contain fundry and manifeft er-

*' rors, divers of which are here produced.

3, 4, 5, 6, 7. " The Book of Common-Prayer ap-
" points fuch a tranflation of the Holy Scriptures to be
** read in the Churches as in fome places is ablurd, and
" in others, takes from, perverts, obfeures and falfifies

" the word of God ; examples of which are produced,
" with the Authorities of the moft confiderable Refor-
« mers."

Their
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Their next general objection againft fubfcribing the Book

of Common-Prayer is, " becaufe it enjoins the Ufe of

" fuch Ceremonies as they apprehend contrary to the Word
« of God."
To make good this affertion they fay, '* It is contrary to

" the Word of God to ufe (much lefs to command the Ufe
" of) fnch ceremonies in the worfliipof God, as man hath P- >7«

e devifed, if they be notorioufly known to be abufed to

" idolatry and fuperftition by the Papifts, and are of no ne-
** ceflary ufe in the Church. Here they cite fuch paflages

" of Scripture as command the Jews to abolifh all Inftru-

•' ments of Idolatry ; and even to call away fuch things as

" had a good original, when once they are known to have
" been abufed to idolatry ; as Images, Groves, and the
" Brazen Serpent, 2 Kings xviii. 1 1 . They produce further

" the teftimonies of fundry Fathers, as Eufebius, St. Auftin,

" &c. and of the mod confiderable moderns, as Calvin,
M Bucer, Mufculus, Peter Marty, Beza, Zanchy; Billiop

" Jewel, Pilkington, Bilfon ; Dr. Humphrys, Fulk, An-
*< drews, Sutcliffe, and others, againft Conformity with
" Idolaters."

With regard to the three ceremonies in queftion they fay,

they have all been abufed by the papifts to fuperftition and
idolatry.

1. " The Surplice has been thus abufed, for it's one of Againftthe

«* thofe Veftments without which nothing can be confecra- Jj^L;
f* ted ; all Priefts that are prefent at Mafs muft wear it, and
" therefore the ufe of it in the Church has been condemn- p. 38.

*' ed, not only by foreign Divines, but by Bifhop Hooper,
** Farrar, Jewel, Pilkington, Rogers, and others among
" ourfelves.

2. " The Crofs has been alfo abufed to fuperftition and
" Idolatry, to drive away devils, to expel difeafes, to break
" the force of witchcraft, &c. It is one of the images to
" which the papifts give religious adoration. The water in
" Bapfifm has no fpiritual virtue in it without the Crofs,
f nor is any one rightly baptized (according to the Papifts)
W without it.

3. " Kneeling at the Sacrament has been no lefs abufed ;
" it arofe from the notion of the Tranfubftantiation of the
!' Elements, and is ftill ufed by the papifts in the worfhip
?< of their Breaden God ; who admit they ftiould be guilty
5* of idolatry in kneeling before the elements, if they did
" not believe them to be the real Body and Blood of Chrift.
" This ceremony was not introduced into the Church till

i( Antichrift
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Jam"! I.
*' Antichrift was at his full height ; and there is no one ac-

i6oj. " tion in the whole fervice that looks fo much like idolatry

i—-V—J " as this."

P- 3 f - Their fecond argument for the unlawfulnefs of the Cere-
. monies, is taken from their Myftical Signification, which

gives them the nature of a Sacrament. Now, no Sacra-
ment ought to be of Man's devifing ; the Ceremonies there-

fore being affirmed in the Book of Common-Prayer to be
fignificant are unlawful.

p. 37. Their third argument is taken from the " Unlawfulnefs
" of impofing them as parts of God's Worfhip," which
they prove from hence, " That God is the only appointer
" of his own Worfhip, and condemns all human inventi-
" ons, fo far forth as they are made parts of it. Now all

" Ceremonies in queftion are thus impofed ; for Divine Ser-
" vice is fuppofed not to be rightly performed without the
" Surplice, nor Baptifm rightly adminifter'd without the
f

• Crofs, nor the Lord's Supper but to fuch as kneel ; and
*' therefore they are unlawful.

Their fourth is taken from hence, " That no Rites or
u

Ecclefiaflical Orders mould be ordained or ufed, but fuch
" as are needful and profitable, and for edification ; and
" efpecially, that none lliould be ordained or ufed that
c caufe offence, and hinder edification," Rom. xiv. 21.

t' 45- I Cor. x. 23, 32. " Now, the Ceremonies in queftion
" are neither needful nor profitable, nor do they tend to edi-

*' fication ; but on the contrary, have given great offence,

" as appears from hence, that very many of the learned
" and beft experienced Minifters in the land have chofen
" rather tofuffer any trouble than yield to theuie of them ;

" and we doubt not to affirm, That the greateft number of
M refident, able, and godly Minifters in the land at this

" day, do in their confciences diflike them, and judge them
" needlefs and unfit ; as appears by the lift of the Non-fub-
" fcribers, already mentioned, [p. 47.] befides many more,
" who, though unwilling in iome other refpecls to join in

" petition, did profefs their hearty defire to have them re-

p. 52. " moved. And if the reft of ihe fliires be efteemed ac-

" cording to this proportion, it will eafily appear, that the

" greateft number of the refident, preaching, and fruitful

" Minifters of the land do diflike them. This may yet

'• further appear, by their feldom ufing them for many
*'' years paft, and their great unwillingncfs to yield to the

" ufe of them now. If they thought them needful or pro-

" fitable, why do they negled them in their pubhek Mini-

V ilry
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" ftry being commanded by lawful authority ? Befides,

" thofe very Bifhops that have been moil: hot in urging the

" Ceremonies have declared, that the Church might well

'* be without them, and have wifhed them taken away, as

*« Archbimop Whitgift, in his defence of the anfwer to

" Cartwright's Admonition, p. 259. Dr. Chadderton,

*' Bifhop of Lincoln, in his fpeech before all the Minifters,

" convened before him at Huntington, Nov. 30th 1604,
" and others in Ecclefiaftical Dignities have fpoken vehe-
u mently againft them, as things that do not edify, nor have

" any tendency to promote decency or order.

" With regard to the Surplice, they produce the tefti-^ai

J^*
e

" monies of the learned Bucer, Peter Martyr, Beza, Cran-
" mer, Ridley, Hooper, and others, for the inexpediency

" of it, even though they fubmitted to wear it. Bucer
" fays he could be content to fuffer fome grievous lofs or
u pain in his body, upon condition the Surplice might be a-

" bolimed.

" The like authorities are brought againft the Crofs, and p- S4«

.

" againft Kneeling at the Communion, the former being a
B
™

-

fm ^nfj

" mere invention of man, neither taught by Chrift nor his kneeling at

" Apoftles,and the latter beingapparently different from the theSacra-

" firft inftitution, they receiving it in a Table-pofture ; and
" 'tis grofs hypocrify (fay they) for us to pretend more holi-

" nefs, reverence and devotion, in receiving the Sacrament
" than the Apoflles, who received it from the immediate
" hand and perfon of Chrift himfelf. They (to be fure)

*' had the corporal prefence of Chrift and yet did not kneel

;

" why then fhould it be enjoined the Church, when the
*' corporal prefence of Chrift is withdrawn ? This has been
" thought an argument of great force by our chief Divines,

" as Calvin, Bullinger, Beza, Chemnitius, Bifhop Pilking-

" ton, Willet, and others, who declare ftrongly for the

" pofture of fitting, or at moft ftanding at the Commu-
" nion.
u Befides, Kneeling at the Sacrament is of veay late an-

" tiquity, and was not introduced into the Church 'till An-
<e

tichrift v/as in his full height; the primitive chriftians

" (according to Tertullian) thought it unlawful to kneel at

" prayer on the Lord's Day; and the firft Council of Nice,
" Ann. Dom. 327, made a folemn decrree, that none
" might pray kneeling, but only ftanding on the Lord's
" Day, becaufe on that day is celebrated the joyful remem-
f* brance of our Lord's Reiurrection. To kneel is a gef-

" ture
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ture of forrow and humiliation ; whereas, he that prays

(landing (hews himfelf thankful for the obtaining fome
mercy or favour. So that either the primitive Church
ufed a gefture of greater reverence and humility at the

Sacrament, which is a feaft, and a joyful remembrance
of the death of Chrift, than they did at Prayer, or elfe

they received it in another poflure. Befides (it is faid)

that the antient councils commanded, that " no man
mould kneel down at the Communion, fearing it mould

A£t< and «• be an occafion of Idolatry." Mr. Fox fpeaking of the
Mon

- P- '*• " ufe of the primitive Church fays, They had the Com-
" munion not at an Altar, but at a plain Table of Boards,
" when the whole Congregation together did communi-
*' cate, with reverence and thankfgiving ; not lifting over
" the Prieft's head, nor worshiping, nor kneeling, nor
**. knocking their breafts, but either fitting at fupper, or

Y-u'xriT*
" ^ancnng a^ter fupper. Eufebius fpeaking of a man that

" had been admitted to the Communion, lays he flood at

" the Table, and put forth his hand to receive the holy
«' Food. And Bifhop Jewel fays, that in St. Bafil's days
" [Ann. 380.] the Communion Table was of Boards, and
" fo placed, that men might ftand round it, and that every
*' man was bound by an apoftolical Tradition to ftand up-

" right at the Communion.
" Befides, the Gefture of Kneeling is contrary to the

" very nature of the Lord's fupper, which is ordained to

" be a banquet and fign of that fweet familiarity that is be-

" tween the faithful and him, and of that fpiritual nou-

" rifhrnent we are to receive by feeding on his Body and

" Blood by faith ; and in what nation is it thought decent

" to kneel at Banquets ? Where no men eat and drink up-

«' on their knees ? Further, the proper dilpofition of mind
" at the Lord's Table is not fo much Humility, as AfTu-

*« ranee of Faith, and cheerful Thankfulnefs for the Bcne-

" fit of Chrift's Death. For thefe reafons, and becaufe kneel-

*« ing at the Sacrament had an idolatrous original, and has

" a tendency to lead men into that Sin, they think it un-

" lawful, and to be laid afidc."

The abridgment concludes with a fhort table of fun-

dry other exceptions againfl the three books whereunto they

are required to fubferibe, which they purpofe to juftify

and confirm in the fame manner as thofe they have done

in this book j a fummary whereof we fhall meet with here-

after.

The
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The abridgment was anfwered by Bifhop Moreton and

Dr. Burges, who after he had fuffered himlelf to be de-

prived for Non-conformity, June 19, 1 604, was perfuaded

by King James to conform, and write in defence of his con- Anfwrs to

duct againft his former arguments. Bifhop Moreton endea- the AbndS-

vours to defend the innocency of the three ceremonies from

Scripture, Antiquity, the teftimony of Proteftant Divines,

and the practice of the Non-conformifts themfelves in other

cafes : and has faid as much as can be faid for them, though

'tis hard to defend the impofing them upon thofe who
think them unlawful, or that apprehend things indifferent

ought to be left in the ftate that Chrift left them. Dr.

Downham, Sparkes, Covel, Hutton, Rogers, and Ball,

writ for the ceremonies ; and were anfwered by Mr. Brad-

fhaw, Mr. Paul Baynes, Dr. Ames and others.

From the writings of thefe Divines it appears, that the Remarks.

Puritans were removing to a greater diftance from the

Church ; for whereas [fays Dr. Burges] Mr. Cartwright

and his Brethren writ fharply againft the ceremonies, as

inconvenient ; now they are oppofed as absolutely unlawful,

neither to be impofed nor ufed. The cruel feverities of

Bancroft and the high commiiTioners were the occafion of

this, for being puflied upon one of thefe extremes, either

to a confrant and full conformity to thofe ceremonies with

which their tender conferences were burdened, or to lay

down their Miniftry in the Church ; many of them, at one
of their conferences, came to this concluhon, That " if

" they could not enjoy their livings in the Church without
te fubferibing over again the three articles abovementioned,
*' and declaring at the fame time, they did it Willinglv,
" and from their Hearts, it was their duty to refigrv*

Thele were called Brethren of the fecond Separation, who
were content to join with the Church in her Doctrines nd
Sacraments, but apprehended it unlawful to declare their

hearty approbation of the Ceremonies ; and if their conduct
was grounded upon the duty of Chrift ians to bear their tefti-

mony againft all unfcriplural impofitions in the worfhip of

God, it muft deferve the commendation of all impartial

and difinterefted Protectants. No men could go greater

lengths for the fake of peace than they were willing to do;
for in their defence of the Miniiters reafons for refufal of
fubfeription to the book of Common Prayer againft the ca-

vils of F. Hutton, B. D. Dr. Covel and Dr. Sparkes, pub-

lifhed 1607. They begin thus, M We proteft before the
u Almighty God, that we acknowledge the Churches of

England



62 The H I S T O R Y Vol. II.

" England as they be efhblifhed by publick authority, to
" be true vifible Churches of Chrifl ; that we defire the
" Continuance of our Miniftry in them above all earthly

" things, as that without which our whole life would be
" wearifome and bitter to us ; that we diflike not a fet form
" of Prayer to be ufed in our Churches ; nor do we write

'.' with an evil mind to deprave the Book of Common-
" Prayer, Ordination, or Book of Homilies ; but to (hew
" our reafons why we cannot fubferibe to all things con-
" tained in rhem."

Thefe extreme proceeding of the Bifhops ftrengthened

the hands of the Brownifts in Holland, who with great ad-

vantage writ againfl: the lawfulnefs of holding communion
with the Church of England at that time, not only becaufe

it was a corrupt Church, but a perfecuting one. On the

other hand, the younger Divines in the Church that preach-

ed for preferment, painted out the Separatifb in the mofl

frightful Colours, as Hereticks, Schifmaticks, Fanaticks,

Precifians, Enemies to God and the King, and of unitable

minds. The very fame language that the Papifts ufed againfl:

the firfl Reformers

!

Principles of To remove thefe reproaches, and to inform the world of

the Puritans, the real Principles of the Puritans of thefe times, the Re-
verend Mr. Bradfhaw publifhed a fmall treatife, entitled,

Englifh Puritanifm, " containing the main opinions of the

" rigidefl: fort of thofe that went by that Name in the

" Realm of England," which the learned Dr. Ames tran-

flated into Latin for the benefit of Foreigners. The Reader

will learn by the following abfr.ra£t of it, the true flate or

their cafe, as well as the near affinity between the Principles

of the ancient and modern Non-conformifts.

Chap. I.

Concerning Religion in general.

EnglifliPuri-
" The Puritans hold and maintain the ablblute perfection

tanifm print- « of the Holy Scriptures, both as to Faith and Worfhip

;

«l> 1605. n an(j
j

t jiat whatfoever is enjoined as a part of Divine Ser-

M vice, that cannot be warranted by the faid Scriptures, is

*' unlawful.

2. " That all inventions of men, efpecially fuchashave
" been abufed to Idolatry, are to be excluded out of the

" Exercifcs of Religion.

3. " That all outward means inftituted to exprefs and
«< Vet forth the inward Worfhip of God, are Parts of Di-

M vine
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" vine Worfhip, and ought therefore evidently to be pre-

«' fcribed by the Word of God.

4.
n To inftitute and ordain any myftical Rites or Cere-

iC monies of Religion, and to mingle the fame with the Di-
" vine Rites and Ceremonies of God's ordinance, is grofs

«« Superftition."

Chap. II.

Concerning the Church.

1. " They hold and maintain, That every Congregation
" or aflembly of men, ordinarily joininig together in the
M true Worfliip of God, is a true vifible Church of Chrift.

2. " That all fuch Churches are in all Ecclefiaftical

" Matters equal, and by the Word of God ought to have
" the fame Officers, Adminiftrators, Order, and Forms
" of Worfhip.

3. " That Chrifl has not fubjected any Church or Con-
" gregation to any other fuperior Ecclefiaftical Jurifdicfion

" than to that which,, is within itfelf, fo that if a whole
tc Church or Congregation fhculd err in any matters of
?' Faith or Worlhip, no other Churches or Spiritual Offi-

f* cers, have power to cenfure or punifh them, but are only
" to counfel and advife them.

4. " That every Church ought to have her own Spiri-

" tual Officers and Minifters refident with her ; and thcfe

" fuch as are enjoined by Chrifl in the New Teftament,
" and no other.

5.
<c That every Church ought to have liberty to choofe

" their own Spiritual Officers.

6. " Tliat if particular Churches err in this choice, none
*' but the Civil Magiftrate has power to controul them, and
" oblige them to make a better choice.

7. " That Ecclefiaftical Officers or Minifters in one
" Church ought not to bear any Ecclefiaftical Office in

'*, another; and they are not to forfake their callings with-
" out juft caufe, and fuch as may be approved by the Con-
*' gregation ; but if the Congregation will not hearken to

" reaibn-j -they are then to appeal to the Civil Magiftrate,
" who is bound to procure them juftice.

8. '* That a Church having chofen its Spiritual Gover-
cC nors, ought to live in all canonical obedience to them,
'.* agreeable to the Word of God ; and if any of them be
*' fufpended, or unjuftly deprived, by other Ecclefiaftical

*' Officers, they are humbly to pray the Magiftrate to re-

" ftore them ; and if thev cannot obtain it, they are to own
" them
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King u them to be their Spiritual Guides to the death, though

160*5. " " l^ey are rigoroufly deprived of their Miniftry and fer-^

l^"Y"VJ " v'ce*

9.
u That the laws and orders of the Churches warran-

** ted by the Word of God are not repugnant to Civil Go-
" vernment, whether Monarchical, Ariftocratical, or De-
Ci mocratical ; and we renounce all jurifdi&ion that is re-

** pugnant or derogatory to any of thefe, efpecially to the

" Monarchy of this Kingdom."

Chap. III.

Concerning the Miniflers of the Word.

1. " They hold, That the Paftors of particular Con-
*' gregations are the higheftSpiritual Officers in the Church,
" over whom there is no fuperior Pallor by Divine Appoint-
" ment but Jefus Chrift.

2. " That there are not by Divine Inftitution in the

" Word, any ordinary National, Provincial, or Diocefan
" Paftors, to whom the Paftors of particular Churches are

" to be fubjecl:.

3. " That no Paftor ought to exercife, or accept of any
" Civil Jurifdi6tion or Authority, but ought to be wholly
'* employed in Spiritual Offices and Duties to that Con-
" gregation over which he is fet.

4.
<l That the fupreme Office of the Paftor is to preach

" the Word publickly to the Congregation ; and that the
" people of God ought not to acknowledge any for their

" Paftors that are not able by preaching to interpret and
" apply the Word of God to them ; and confequently all

" ignorant, and mere reading Priefts, are to be rejected.

5. ** That in publick Worfhip the Paftor only is to be
" the mouth of the Congregation to God in prayer ; nnd
<£ that the people are only to tefiiiy their affent by the

" word Amen.
6. " That the Church has no power to impofe upon her

** Paftors or Officers, any other CeremoniLs or Injunctions

" than what Chrift lias appointed.

7. " That in every Church there mould be a Doctor to

" inftrucl: and catechize the ignorant in the main principles

« of Religion."

C H A P. IV.

Concerning the Elders.

1. " They hold, that by God's Ordinance the Con-
*< gregation mould choofe other OAkcrs as AlTiftants to

the
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" the Miniflers in the Government of the Church, who Kin&

'* are jointly with the Miniflers to be Overfeers of the ^^oc!
" manners and converfation of all the congregation.

2. " That thefe are to be chofen out of the graveft, and
" moil: difcreet Members, who are alfo of fome note

'.' in the World, and able (if poffible) to maintain thern-

" felves."

CHAP. V.

Of Church Cenfures.

i. " They hold, that the fpiritual Keys of the Church
" are committed to the aforefaid fpiritual Officers and Go-
" vernors, and to none others.

2. " That by virtue of thefe Keys they are not to exa-
** mine and make inquifition into the Hearts of Men, nor
" molefr. them upon private fufpicions, or uncertain fame,
** but to proceed only upon open and notorious crimes.
tc

If the Offender be convinced, they ought not to fcorn,

" deride, taunt, and revile him with contumelious Ian-

" guage, nor procure Proctors to make perfonal invectives

" againft him ; nor make him give attendance from Term
n to Term, and from one Court Day to another, after the
" manner of our Ecclefiaftical Courts ; but to ufe him
" brotherly, and if poffible to move him to repentance ;

" and if he repent they are not to proceed to cenfure, but
ei

to accept his hearty forrow and contrition as a fufncient

'f fatisfaclion to the Church, without impofing any fines,
* e or t?kin^ fees, or enjoining any outward mark of fhame,
*' as the wiiite meet, &c.
" But if the offender be cbftinate, and fheu no figns

*' of Repentance, and if his crime be fully prov'd upon
" him, and is of i'uch a high nature as to deferve a cen-
" fure according to the word of God, then the Ecclefi-
t(

aflical Officers, with the free confent of the whole con-
" gregation (and not otherwife) are firfl to fufpend him
tc from the Sacramem, p

raying for him at the fame time,
* f that God would give him Repentance to the acknow-
" ledgment of his Fault ; and if this does not humble
" him, they are then to denounce him to be as yet no
" Member of the kingdom of Heaven, and of that cn-
t( o-regation ; and fo are to leave him to God and the King.
" And this is all the Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction that any fpi-

" ritual Officers are to ufe againft any Mail for the greateft
* c crime that can be committed. «

Vol. IL E " If
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" If the party offending be a civil Superior, they are to

behave towards him with all that reverence and civil fub-

jection that his honour or his high Office in the State may
require. They are not to prefume to convene him be-

fore them, but are themfelves to go to him in all civil

and humble manner, to (land bare-headed, to bow, to

give him all his civil Titles ; and if it be a fupreme Go-
vernor or King, to kneel, and in mofl humble manner
to acquaint him with his faults ; and if fuch, or any other

Offenders will voluntarily withdraw from the Communi-
on, they have no farther concern with them.
" They hold the Oath Ex Officio on the impofers part

to be mofl; damnable and tyrannous, againft the very

Law of Nature, devifed by Antichrift, through the in-

fpiration of the Devil, to tempt weak Chriflians to per-

jure themfelves, or be drawn in to reveal to the enemies
of Chriftianity thofe fecret religious Acts, which though
done for the advancement of the Gofpel, may bring on
themfelves and their deareft friends heavy fentences of

condemnation from the Court.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning the civil Magiflrate.

T.
u They hold, that the civil Magiflrate ought to have

fupreme civil power over all the Churches within his

Dominions ; but that as he is a Chriftian he ought to be

a Member of fome one of them ; which is not in the

leafl: derogatory to his civil Supremacy.

2- " That all Ecclefiamcal Officers are punifliable by
the civil Magiflrate, for the abufe of their Ecclefiaftical

Offices ; and much more if they intrude upon the Rights

and Prerogatives of the civil Authority.

3.
rt They hold the Pope to be Antichrifl, becaufe he

ufurps the Supremacy over Kings and Princes; and

therefore all that defend the popifh Faith, and that are

for tolerating that Religion, are fecret enemies of the

King's Supremacy.

4. " That all Archbifliops, Bifhops, Deans, Officials,

&rc. hold their Offices and Functions, at the King's Will

and Pleafure, merely Jure Humano ; and whofoever

boldeth, that the King may not remove them, and dif-

pofe of them at his Pleafure, is an enemy to his Supre-

macy."
Let
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King

Let the Reader now judge, whether there was fomuch ,™"

ground for all the calumny and reproach that was call upon i_ — —

j

the Puritans of thefe times : But their Adverfaries having

often charged them with denying the Supremacy, and with

claiming a fort of Jurifdi&ion over the King himfelf, they

published another Pamphlet this Summer, entitled, u A
" Proteftation of the King's Supremacy, made in the name
" of the afflicted Minifters, and oppofed to the fhameful
" Calumniations of the Prelates." To which was annex-

ed, an humble Petition for Liberty of' Confcience. In

their Proteftation they declare,

1. " We hold and maintain the King's Supremacy in all Miniflers

" Caufes, and over all Perfons Civil and Ecclefiaftical, as
,oterca-

. tion con-" it Avas granted to Queen Elizabeth, and explained in the cemingths
*' Book of Injunctions; nor have any of us been unwilling King's Su-

*' to fubfcribe and fwear to it. We believe it to be the E^7'

" King's natural Right without a Statute Law, and that i6_
5 ,

" the Churches within his Dominions would fin damnably
" if they did not yield it to him. Nay, we believe, that

" the King cannot alienate it from his Crown, or transfer

" it to any fpiritual Potentates or Rulers ; and that it is

" not tied to his Faith or Chridianity, but to his very
" Crown ; fo that if he was an Infidel the Supremacy is

** his due.

2= " We hold, that no Church Officers have power to

*' deprive the King of any Branch of his Royal Preroga-
" tive, much lefs of his Supremacy, which is infeparable

" from him.

3. " That no Ecclefiaftical Officers have power over the
** Bodies, Lives, Goods, or Liberties, of any Perfons
" within the King's Dominions.

4. ° That the King may make Lav/s for the good order-1

" ing of the Churches within his Dominions ; and that the
** Churches ought not to be difobedient, unlefs they ap-
" prehend them contrary to the Word of Gcd ; and even
" in fuch cafe they are not to refift, but peaceably to for-

'* bear Obedience, and fubmit to the punimment, if Mer-
" cy cannot be obtained.

5. '* That the King only hath power within his Domini-
" ons, to convene Synods or general Affemblies of Mini-
te

fters, and by his Authority Royal to ratify and give Life
" to their Canons and Conftitutions, without whofe Ratifi-<

E a " cation
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<c
cation no Man can force anv Subject to yield obedience

" to the fame.

6. " That the King ought not to be fubje<5r. to the cen-
" lures of any Churches, Church-Officers, or Synods
" whatfoever ; but only to that Church, and thofe Offi-

" cers of his own Court and Houfhold, with whom he
" ihall voluntarily join in Communion, where there can
" be no fear of unjufiufage.

7.
ct If a King, after he hath held Communion with a

*.' C'hriilian Church mould turn Apoflate, or live in a courfe

" of open defiance to the Laws of God and Religion, the
tc Church Governors are to give over their fpiritual charge
" and tuition of him, which by calling from God and
" the King, they did undertake ; and more than this

" they may not do, for the King (till retains his fupreme
" Authority over the Churches as entirely, and in as ample
et a manner as if he were the moft Chriftian Prince in the

« World.
8. " We refufe no obedience to the King, nor to any

tf of the Canons required by the Prelates, but fuch as we
" are willing to take upon 'our Confciences, and to fwear

" (if requir'd) that we believe contrary to the Word of

" God. We deny no Ecclefiaftical JurifdicYion to the

" King but that which Chriil has appropriated to him-
<( felf, who is the fole Do£lor and Legiflator of his

" Church.

9. " W"e are fo hir from claiming any Supremacy to

" ourfelves, that we exclude from ourle-lves all fecular

c ' pomp and power, holding it a fin to punifh Men in

" their Bodies, Goods, Liberties or Lives, for any merely
" fpiritual Offence.

10. " We confine all Ecclefiaflical Jqrifdi£lion with-

" in one Congregation, and that JurifdicYion is not a-

i(
. lone in the Miniftersi but alfo in the Elders of the

" Church •> and their Jurifdidion is merely Spiritual.

Thm hum- ' l •"TpHereforc all that we crave of his Majefty and the
ll

. X State is, that with his and their Permiflion, it may
'« be lawful for us to worfhip God according to his reveal-

" ed Will ; and that we may not be forced to the obfer-

" vancc of any human Rites and Ceremonies. We are

" ready to make an open Confcflion of our Faith, and
" Form of Worfhip, and defue that we may not be
" obliged to worfhip God in corners, but that our Religi-

*' ous and civil Behaviour may be open to the Obferva-
" tion

lile Petition.
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" tion and cenfure of the civil Government, to whom we King.

" profefs all due fubjeclion. So long as it lhall pleafe ^"
6

! '

" the King and Parliament to maintain the Hierarchy or

" Prelacy in this Kingdom, we are content that they en-

" joy their State and Dignity ; and we wiil live as brethren

" among thofe Minifcers that acknowledge fpiritual Ho-
" mage to their fpiritual Lordfhips, paying to them all tem-
u poral duties of Tithes, &c. and joining with them in the

" Service and Worfhip of God, fo far as we may, without
*' our own particular communicating in thofe human Tra-
** ditions which we judge unlawful. Only we pray, that

" the Prelates and their ecclefialtical Officers may not be
" ourJudges, but that we may both of us ftand at the Bar of
." the civil Magiftrate, and that if we fhall be openly vilified

" and flandered, it may be lawful for us, without fear of

" punifhment, to juftify ourfelves to the world ; and then
" we fhall think our lives, and all that we have, too little

" to fpend in the fervice of our King and Country."

Though the principles of SubmifTicn are here carried to a Proteftation

great length, and though the practice of the Puritans was of the Mini-

agreeable to it, yet their enemies did not fail to charge them
v^

rs
°

,

e *

with Difloyalty, with Sedition, and with difturbing the peace Comwal,

of the State. Upon which the Minifters of Devon and concerning

Cornwal publifhed another fmall Treatife, entitled, '« A
t£

dr Loyal"

" Removal of certain Imputations laid upon the Minifters,

" &c." in which they fay (p. 21.) " Let them [the Bi- Piesb. p.

" fhops] fift well our Courfes fince his Majefty's happy 1 5°*

" entrance in among us, and let them name wherein we
" have done ought that may juftly be faid ill to become the
" Minifters of Jefus Chrift. Have we drawn any Sword?
u Have we raifed any Tumult ? Have we ufed any Threats?
" Hath the State been put into any Fear or Hazard through
" us ? Manifold di {graces have been caft upon us, and we
" have endured them ; the liberty of our Miniftry hath been
11 taken from us, and (though with bleeding hearts) we have
" fuftained it. We have been caft out of our houfes, and
"' deprived of our ordinary maintenance, yet have we blown
" no trumpet of Sedition. Thefe things have gone very
" near us

1

, and yet did we never fo much as entertain a
" thought of Violence. The truth is, we have petitioned

" the King and State ; and who hath reafon to deny us
" that Liberty? We have craved of the Prelates to deal

" with us according to Law ; and is not this the common
" benefit of every Subject ? We have befought them to

E <? " convince
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King « convince our Conferences byScripture.—Alas ! what would

"^idbL " f^ey ^ave us t0 ^° ^ Will they have us content ourfelves

u-y«j " with this only, that they are Bifhops, and therefore for their
ft Greatnefs ought to be yielded to ? The weight of epifco-

" pal Power may opprefs us but cannot convince us."

Remarks It appears from hence, that the Puritans were the King's

faithful Subje&s ; that they complied to the utmofl length

of their Confciences, and that when they could not obey
they were content to fuffer. Here are no Principles incon-

fiftent with the fafety of Church or State ; no marks of He-
refy, Impiety or Sedition ; nor charges of Ignorance, or

neglect of Duty; how unreafonabie then rauft it be, to

filence and deprive fuch Men ? To fhut them up in prifon,

or fend them with their poor families a begging, while their

Pulpit Doors were fhut up, and there was a Famine in

many parts of the Country, not of Bread but of the Word
Rapi«, Qf (.^g L,orc] ? gu t thefe honelt People were not only perfe-
p- 3 i 354-

cul:ed at home, but forbid to retire into his Majefty's Domi-
nions abroad ; for when the Ecclefiaftical Courts had driven

them from their habitations and livelihoods, and were flill

hunting them by their Informers from one place to another,

feveral families croffed the Ocean to Virginia, and invited

their friends to come over and fettle with them; but Ban-

croft being informed, that great numbers were preparing

to imbark, obtained a Proclamation, prohibiting any of his

Mit] city's Subjects to tranfport themfelves to Virginia, with-

out a fpecial Licence from the King ; a feverity hardly to

be parallel'd ! Nor was it ever imitated in this Nation but

by Archbifhop Laud.
Iflands of yfe Ifles of Guernfey and Jerfey having enjoyed the Dif-

and Jerfey
cipline of the French Churches, without difturbance, all the

reduced to reign of Queen Elizabeth, upon the accefTion of the pre-
Conformit), fent K jng^ addreffed his Majerty for a Confirmation of it

;

which he was pleaied to grant by letter under the Privy Seal,

in thefe Words :

::\V
Hereas we have been given to underftand, that our

dear Sifter Queen Elizabeth did permit and allow

to the Ifles of Jerfey and Guernfey, parcels of the

Dutchy of Normandy, the ufe of the Government of the

reformed Churches of the faid Dutchy, whereof they

hue flood pofTeffed till our coming to the Crown; for

this Caufe, as well as for the edification of the Church,

we do will and ordain, that our faid liles mail quietly

" enjoy
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" enjoy their faid Liberty in the ufe of ecclefiaftical Dif- K'"g

" cipline there now eftablifhed ; forbidding any one to ,6^
'

tc give them any trouble or impeachment fo long as they
'* contain themfelves in our Obedience."

Given at Hampton-Court, Aug. 8th. in the firft year

of our Reign. 1 603.

But Bancroft and fome of his brethren the Bifhops, hav-

ing poffelfed the King with the neceflity of a general Uni-

formity throughout all his Dominion, thefe Iflands were to

be included ; accordingly Sir John Peyton, a zealous church-

man, was appointed Governor, with fecret InftrucYions to

root out the Geneva Difcipline, and fettle the Englifh Li-

turgy and Ceremonies. This Gentleman taking advantage

of the Synod's appointing a Minifter to a vacant Living ac-

cording to cuftom, protefled againft it, as injurious to the

King's Prerogative, and complained to Court that the Jer-

fey Minifters had ufurped the patronage of the benefices

of the Ifland ; that they admitted men to Livings without

the form of Prefentation, which was a lofs to the Crown in

its Firft Fruits ; that by the connivance or allowance of for-

mer Governors they exercifed a kind of arbitrary jurifdic-

tion ; and therefore prayed that his Majefty would fettle

the Englifh Difcipline among them, The Jerfey Minifters

alleged in their own defence, that the Prefentation to Li-

ings was a branch of their Difcipline ; and that the payment
of Firft Fruits and Tenths had never been demanded fince

they were difengaged from the See of Conftance. They
pleaded his Majefty's royal confirmation of their Difcipline,

which was read publickly in a Synod of both iflands in the

year 1605. But this pious King had very little regard to

Promifes, Oaths, or Charters, when they flood in the way
of his arbitrary defigns. He ordered therefore his eccle-

fiaflical Officers to purfue his InftrucYions in the moft ef-

fectual manner ; accordingly they took the Prefentations

to vacant Livings into their own hands, without confulting

the Prefbytery ; they annulled the Oath, whereby all ec-

clefiaftical and civil Officers were obliged to fwear to the

maintenance of their Difcipline ; and whereas all that re-

ceived the holy Sacrament were required to fubferibe to

the allowance of the general form of Church Government
in that Ifland, the King's Attorney and his Friends now
refufed it. Their Elders likewife were cited into the tem-

E 4 poral



72 The H I S T O R Y Vol. II.

ja
Kin£ poral Courts and Gripped of their privileges ; nor had they

i6«". '
mucn better quarter in the Confiflory, for the Governor

Vii-vAiiJ and jurats made the Decrees of that Court ineffectual, by
reverting them in the Town-Hall.

Collyer, Complaint being made to the Court of thefe impofitions,

Heyijn!
^e ^'nS ênt tbem word, that to avoid all difputes for the

future, he was determined to revive the office and autho-

rity of a Dean, and to efiablim the Engliih Common-
prayer-book among them, which he did accordingly ; and

ordered the Bifhcp of Winchefter, in whofe Dioceie they

were, to draw up fome Canons for the Dean's direction in

the, exercife of his government ; which being done, and

confirmed by the King, put an end to their former pri-

vileges. Upon which many left the Wands, and retired

into France and Holland ; but others made a fhift to fup-

port their Difcipline after a manner, in the Ifland of Guern-
sey, where the epifcopal Regulations could not take place.

Marker's Mr. Robert Parker, a Puritan Minifter already men-
° " tioned, published this year a very learned Treatife " of

" the Crofs in Baptifm. But the Bifliops, inftead of an-

fwering it, perfuaded the King to put forth a Proclamation,

with an offer of a reward for taking him, which obliged

Peirce ^'m l0 abfcond. A treacherous fervant of the family hav-

p. 171. ing informed this Officers where he was, they came and

fearched the houfe, but by the fpecial providence of God
he was wonderfully preferred, the only room they neglected

to fearch being that in which he was, from whence he heard

them quarrelling and fweariiig at one another; one faying,

they had not fearched that room, and another confidently

afferting the contrary, and refuting to fuffer it to be fearcheil

over again. Had he been taken he had been caft into pri-

fon, where without doubt (fays my author) he muff have

died. When he got into Holland he would have been

chofen Minifter of the Engliih Church at Amfterdam, but

the Magiflrates were afraid of oifobliging King James, fo

to Doefburgh, and became Minifter of that

Garrifon, where he died 1630.
Dc. Ray- This year died the famous Dr. John Ravnolds, King's

jdeath profefl[br in Oxford, at firft a zealou hile his bro-
.

ler> ther William was a Profeftant, but conic:"- and difpu-

tatiori the brothers converted each other, '
. n dving an

inveterate Papift, and John ai eminent IYotdtant He w as

born in Dcvonfhire 1 ^49. and educated in Corpus Chrifti Col-

lege, Oxford, of which he was afterwards Prefident. He was

a Pro-
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a prodigy for reading, and his Memory was a living libra-

ry. Dr. Hall ufed to fay, That his memory and reading

were near a miracle. He had turned over all writers pro-

phane and ecclefiallical, as Councils, Fathers, Hiftories, &c.

He was a critick in the languages ; of a fharp wit and inde- Wood's

fatigable induftry ; his piety and fanctity of life was fo emi- Ath
- P- 34°-

nent and confpicuous, that the learned Cracanthorp ufed

to fay, That to name Raynolds was to commend virtue

itfelf. He was alfo of great modefty and humility. In

fhort, fays the Oxford hiRorian, Nothing can be fpoken
" againft him, but that he was the pillar of Puritanifm, and
" the grand favourer of Non-conformity." An unpardon-

able crime in his opinion ! At length, after a fevere and

mortified life, he died in his College May 21, 1607. aetatis

68. and was buried with great funeral lblemnity in St.

Mary's Church.

Soon after died the famous Mr. Thomas Brightman, Au- Death of

thor of a Commentary upon the Song of Solomon, and Mr- Bright-

the Revelations : He was born at Nottingham, and bred in
man '

Queen's College Cambridge, where he became a champion
for Non-conformity to the Ceremonies. He was after-

wards prefented by Sir John Ofburne to the rectory of

Haunes in Bedfordfhire, where he fpent the remainder of

his days in hard ftudy, and conftant application to his charge,

as far as his Conference would admit. His life, fays Mr. Ful- b. X.p. 59.

ler,was Angelical ; his learning uncommon ; he was a clofe

Student, of little flature, and fuch a Mailer of himfelf, that

he was never known to be moved with anger. Flis daily

difcourfe was againft epifcopal government, which he pro-

phefied would ihortly be thrown down, and the Govern-
ment of the foreign Proteitaut Churches be erected in its

place. He died fuddenly upon the road, as he was riding

with Sir John Oiburne in his coach, by a fudden obftruction

of the liver or gall, Aug. 24. 1607. astatis 51.

The King having given the reins of the Church into the jSo-

hands of the Prelates and their dependants, thefe in return Advances of

preached and printed for the prerogative. Two Books were ^e Prer°ga-

published thisyear,thatmaintained the moll extravagant max-
IVe"

ims of arbitrary power; onewaswritby Cowel, Doctor of the

civil Law, and Vicar General to the Archbifhop, wherein
he affirms, 1. That the King is not bound by the laws,

or by his Coronation oath. 2. That he is not obliged to

call Parliaments to make laws, but may do it without them.

3. That 'tis a great favour to admit the confent of the

Subject:
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Subject in giving fubfidies. The other was compofed by
Dr. Blackwood, a Clergyman, who maintained, that the
Englifh '< were all flaves from the Norman conquerl."
The Parliament would have brought the Authors to juflice,

but the King protected them by proroguing the Houfes in

difpleafure ; and to fupply his wants, his Majefty began to

raife money by Monoplies of divers manufactures, to the un-
fpeakable prejudice of the trade of the kingdom.

Death and This year died the famous Jacobus Arminius, Divinity

imSu
°f Pr°fefr°r in tne Umverfity of Leyden, who gave birth to

the famous Sect ftill called by his name. He was born at

Oudewater, 1560. his parents dying in his infancy, he was
educated at the publick expence by the Magiftrates of

Amfterdam, and was afterwards chofen one of the Miniflers

of that City in the year 1588. Being defired by one of
the Profeffors of Franequer to confute a treatife of Beza's

upon the Supralapfarian fcheme of Predeftination, he fell

himfelf into the contrary extreme. In the year 1600. he
was called tofucced Junius in the Divinity Chair of Leyden,
and was the firfl that was iblemnly created Do6tor of Di-
vinity in that Univerfity. Here his notions concerning Pre-

destination and Grace, and the " Extent of Chrift's Re-
" demption," met with a powerful oppofitionfrom Gomarus
and others. But though his Difciples encreafed prodigioufly

in a few years, yet the troubles he met with from his ad-

verfaries, and the attacks made upon his character and

reputation, broke his Spirits, fo that he funk into a me-
lancholy diforder, attended with a Complication of dif-

tempers, which put an end to his life, after he had been

ProfefTor but fix years, and lived forty nine He is repre-

iented as a Divine of considerable learning, piety and

modcity, far from going the lengths of his fucceflbrs,

Vorftius, Epifcopius, and Curcellceus ; but his Doctrines oc-

cafioned filch confuiion in that Country, as could not be ter-

minated but by a national Synod, and produced no lefs dif-

16*6. tractions in the Church of England, as will be feen here-

Kt«M dings, after.

mcnt"

rilft~
* n tne Parliament that met this Summer the Spirit of

Sp«ca a- Engiifh liberty began to revive ; one of the Members
{r»:nff Bi- rnnde the following bold Speech in the Houfe of Com-
ftops arui

J3JOH5 which gives a particular account of the grievances
tntir C tvjrt.-. ' or

\ c \ \ c
Record of of the nation, and of tne attempts made for the redreis

Proceedings of them. " It begins with a complaint againfl t'ue Bi-

^3ru
' " fhops in their Eccleiiaitical Courts, for depriving, dif-

161
1* " gracing, filencing, and imprifoning fuch of God's mci-

fengera
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" fengers (being learned and godly preachers) as he has
cc furnifhed with moft heavenly Graces to call us to repen-

" tance, for no other caufe, but for not conforming them-
" felves further, and otherwife than by the fubfcription li-

" mited in the Statute of the 13th Eliz. they are bound
*' to do, thereby making the laws of the Church and Com-
" monwealth to jar, which to reform, (fays he) we made
*' a law for Subfcription, agreeing to the intent of the
te aforefaid Statute, which would have eflablifhed the peace

" both of Church and State ; and if it had received the

" Royal Affent, would have been an occafion that many
" Subjects might be well taught the means of their falvation,

" who now want fufficient knowledge of the Word of God
" to ground their Faith upon——

—

w And whereas by the laws of God and the land, eccle-

" fiaflical perfons mould ufe only the Spiritual Sword,
" by Exhortation, Admonition, and Excommunication,
" which are the keys of the Church, to exclude impeni-
" tent finners, and leave the temporal Sword to the civil

u Magiflrate, which was always fo ufed in England,
" till the fecond year of the reign of King Henry IV.
" at which time the popifh Prelates got the temporal
" Sword into their hands ; which Statute was fince by
<e feveral A6ts of Parliament made void ; yet by virtue
* c of that temporal Authority once by a fhort fpace by
te them ufed, fome ecclefiaflical perfons do ufe both
" Swords, and with thofe two Swords the oath Ex Offi-

" cio, which began firll in England by the Statute of the
" fecond of King Henry IV. being contrary to the laws of
" England, and, as I verily think, contrary to the laws of
" God.
" Wherefore to reform thefe abufes we made two good

" laws ; one to abridge the force of the Ecclefiaflical
*' Commiffion in many points ; the other to abrogate and
iC take away the power of ecclefiaflical perfons to admi-
" nifler the oath Ex Officio, being a very hateful thing and
iC unlawful.

** And forafmuch as among the Canons lately made by
" the Clergy of England in Convocation, it was thought
" that fome of their Canons did extend to charge the bodies,

" lands, and goods of the Subjects of this Realm, farther than
*' was lawful and meet,we therefore made a good law to make
*' void fuch Canons, unlefs the fame Canons were confirmed
<* by Parliament.

" And
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ft And as we had care of the Church, fo likewife of the
" Commonwealth ; and therefore after fearching the Re-
" cords of the Tower, and after hearing the opinion of
" Lawyers, we found it clear, that imnofitions laid upon
" merchandize, or other goods of the fubje£t, by the

" King, without confent of Parliament, was not lawful

;

*' and therefore we pair, a bill, declaring, That no impo-
*' fition laid upon goods is lawful without confent of Par-
" liamenr

" But God has not permitted thefe, and fundry other
*' good laws to take effecl, or pafs into Statutes, though
" we earneilly defired them ; if they had, both the King
il and his Subjects would have been more happy than
" ever : what would we not then have given to lupply the

" King's wants ? But as things now fland, and without
" Reformation of the aforementioned grievances, we
u cannot give much, becaufe we have no certainty of
** that which mail remain to us after our gift."

King's f pU)
- a ft p t fucn dangerous Speeches as thefe the

them".

l
° King fummoned both Houfes to Whitehall, and told

Rapin, them, " That he did not intend to govern by the abfo-

p. 322. " ju te p0Wer f a King, though he knew the power of
" Kings was like the Divine Power ; for (fays his Majefly) as

" God can create and deftroy,make and unmake at his plea-

" fure, fo " Kings can give life and death, judge all and be
" judged by none ; they can exalt and abafe, and like

" lV3en at Chefs,make a pawn, take a Bifhop or a Knight
—

"

After this he tells the Houfes, " That as it was Blafphe-
" my to difpute what God might do, lo it was fedition in

f Subjects " To difpute what a King might do in the height

" of his power." He commanded them therefore not to

" meddle with the main points of Government, which
" would be to lelTen his Craft, who had been thirty years

" at his trade in Scotland, and lerved an apprenticefhip of

" feven jxars in England."

Sundry pe- But the Parliament not terrified with this high language,
about went on fteadily in afferting their rights ; May 24th.

grievances. rj'wenty f t jie iower Houfe prefented a Remonl^rance, in

Record of which they declare, " That whereas they haJ firft received

proceeding* " a meffage, and fince by his Mnjefty's Speech iiad been
cf Paiha- cc commanded to refrain from debating upon things relat-

161c' " inS t0 tne chief points of Government ; " They do hold it

" tlieir undoubted right to examine into the grievances of
" the Subject, and to enquire into their own rights andpro-

" perties,
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" perties. as well as his Majefty's Prerogative ;" and they King
4( moft humbly and inftantly befeech his gracious Majefty, James r.

'-' that without ofFence to the fame, they may, according ,~i°L _J
" to the undoubted right and liberty of Parliament proceed "~^~

" in their intended courfe againft the late new impofi-

'« tions
"

In another petition they befeech his Majefty to put the
In favour f

laws in execution againft Papifts ; and with regard to the the Puritans.

Puritans they fay, " Whereas divers learned and painful

'-' Paftors that have long travelled in the work of the Mi-
" niilry with good fruit and blefiing of their labours, who
" were ever ready to perform the legal Subfcription ap-
" pointed by the 13th of Elizabeth, which only concern-
" eth the profeflion of the true Chriftian Faith and Doctrine
" of the Sacraments, yet for not conforming in fome points
*' of ceremonies, and for refufing the fubfcription directed

" by the late Canons, have been removed from their Eccle-
" fiaftical Livings, being their Freehold, and debarr'd from
" all means of maintenance, to the great grief of yourMaje-
" rty's fubjecls, feeing the whole people that want inftru<5tion

" lie open to the feducement of popifh and ill affected per-
" fons ; we therefore raoft humbly befeech your Majefty,
u that fuch deprived and filenced Minifters may by licenfe,

" or permiftion of the Reverend Fathers in their feveral

" Diocefes, inftruct and preach unto their people in fuch
li

parifhes and places where they may be employed, fo as

" they apply themfelves in their Miniftry to wholefome
" Doctrine and Exhortation, and live quietly and peaceably
" in their callings ; and lliall not by writing or preaching
" impugn things eftablifhed by publick authotity. They
(i

alfo pray, That difpenfations for pluralities of benefices
" with cure of fouls, may be prohibited ; and, that tolera-
tc

tion of non-refidency may be reftrained. And forafmuch
" as excommunication is exercifed upon an incredible num-
" ber of the common people, by the fubordinate officer

"of the jurifdi<Stion ecclefiaftical, for fmall caufes, by the
** fole information of a bafe Apparitor, fo that the Poor
" are driven to excefTive expences for matters of fmall mo-
" ment, while the Rich efcape that cenfure by Commuta-
tf tion of Penance ; they therefore molt humbly pray for a
" reformation in the premifes."

In another petition they reprefent to his Majefty the

great grievance of the Commiflion Ecclefiaftical, and In all

humility befeech his Majefty to ratify the law they had pre-

pared
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King pared for reducing it within reafonable and convenient H*
J
T6i

S

o

L
mits

5 they {aY> " Tha* the Statute i Eliz.cap. i. by

i_— - mj " which the CommifTion is authorized, has been found
" dangerous and inconvenient on many accounts :

Reafbns for Firff, " Becaufe it enables the making fuch Commiffion.
amending « to one Subject born as well as more.

Supremacy. Secondly, '• Becaufe under Colour of fome Words in

" the Statute, whereby the Commiffioners are authorized
" to act according to the tenor and effect: ofyour Highnefs's
" Letters Patents, and by Letters Patents grounded there-
'* on, they do fine and imprifon, and exercife other autho-
" rities not belonging to the Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction, re-

" ftored to the Crown by this Statute ; for by the fame
" rule your Highnefs may by your Letters Patents autho-
" rize them to fine without flint, and imprifon without li-

" mitation of time ; as alfo, according to Will and Dif-
' cretion, without regard to any laws Spiritual and Tem-
" poral ; they may impofe utter confifcation of Goods,
" forfeiture of Lands, yea, and the taking away of Limb
" and Life itfelf, and this for any matter appertaining to
* c

Spiritual Jurifdi6iion, which could never be the intent of
<f the Law.

Thirdly, " Becaufe the King by the fame Statute, may
" fet up an Ecclefiaftical CommifTion in every Diocefe,
*' County, and Parifh of England, and thereby all Jurif-

" di6lion may be taken from Bifhops and transferred to

" Lay-Men.
Fourthly, " Becaufe every petty offence appertaining to

" Spiritual Jurifdiclion is by colour of the faid Words and
" Letters Patents made fubjecl: to Excommunication,
*' whereby the fmalleft offenders may be obliged to travel

" from the raoft remote parts of the Kingdom to London,
* l to their utter ruin.

Fifthly, " Becaufe 'tis very hard, if not impoflible, to

*' know what mutters or offences are included within their

" CommifTion, as appertaining to Spiritual and Ecclefiafh-

u cal Jurifdi£tion, it being unknown what ancient Canons
'• or Laws Spiritual are in force.

And for re- « As for the CommilTion Ecclefiaftical itfelf, grounded

Ecde'fifnical " on ^ie Statute abovementioncd, it is a very great grie-

CommifGon.
w vance, becaufe,

i. " The fame Men have both Spiritual and Tempo-
" ral Jurifdiclion,and may force the party by oath to accufe

" himfelf, and alfo enquire thereof by a Jury ; and, laftly,

" may inflict for the fame offence, and at the fame time,

by
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'* by one and the fame fentence, both a fpiritual ana* tem-
" poral punifhment.

2. ** Whereas upon fentences of deprivation, or other

" fpiritual Cenfures, given by force of ordinary Jurifdi&i-

" on, an Appeal lies for the Party grieved ; this is here
u excluded by exprefs Words of the Commiflion. Alfo,

** here is to be a Trial by Jury, but no Remedy by Tra-
" verfe or Attaint. Nor can a Man have any Writ of Er-
" ror, though Judgment be given againft him amounting
t( to the taking away all his goods and imprifoning him for

" Life, yea, to the adjudging him in the cafe of Praemunire,
" whereby his Lands are forfeited, and he put out of the
*' Protection of the Law.

3. " Whereas penal Laws, and Offences againft them,
" cannot be determined in other Courts, or by other Per-
" fons, than thofe entrufted by Parliament, yet the execu-
" tion of many fuch Statutes made fince the firft Eliz. are
c< committed to the Ecclefiaftical Commiflioners, who
** may inflict the Punifhments contained in the Statutes,

" being Praemunire, and of other high Nature, and fo in-
* c force a Man upon his Oath to accufe himfelf, or elfe in-

'•
fli<5f. other temporal Punifhments at Pleafure ; and after

" this, the Party fhall be fubje£t in the Courts mentioned
'* in the Acts, to Punifhments by the fame Acts appointed
M and inflicted.

4. " The Commiflion gives Authority to oblige Men,
fi not only to give Recognizance for their appearance from
<l time to time, but alfo for performance of whatfoever
" fhall be by the Commiflioners ordered, and to pay fuch
" Fees as the Commiflioners fhall think fit.

" The execution of the Commiflion is no lefs grievous Crievanc«

" to the fubje£r. ; for, (1.) Lay-Men are punifhed for in the Exe"

t{ fpeaking of the Simony, and other mifdemeanors of Ecciefi^iial
<f fpiritual Men, though the thing fpoken be true, and Commiffion.

" tends to the inducing fome condign Punifhment.
" (2.) Thefe Commiflioners ufually allot to Women, dif-

" contented, and unwilling to live with their Hufbands,
<l fuch Portions and Maintenance as they think fit, to the
" great Encouragement of Wives to be difobedient to their

" Hufbands. And, (3.) Purfuivants, and other Miniflers
(i employed in apprehending fufpected Offenders, or in
" fearching for fuppofed fcandalous Books, break open
" Mens Houfes, Clofets and Defks, rifling all Corners and
" private Places, as in Cafes of High Treafon.

A fur-
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A further grievance is the " Stay of Writs of Pro-
c< hibition, Habeas Corpus & de Homine replegiando,"

which are a confiderable relief to the opprelTed Subjects of
the Kingdom. His Majeity, in order to fupport the infe-

rior Courts again ft the principal Courts of Common Law,
had ordered things fo, that Writs had been more fparing-

)y granted, and with greater caution. They therefore

pray his Majefty, to require his Judges in Weftminfter-
hall, to grant fuch Writs in cafes wherein they lie.

But one of the greateft, and mod threatning Grievances,

was the King's granting Letters Patents for Monopolies,

and Licenfes for Wine, Ale-houfes, felling Sea-coal, &c.
which they pray his Majeity to forbear for the future, that

the difeafe may be cured, and others of like nature preven-

ted. But the King, inftead of complying with his Parlia-

ment, was fo difgufted with their Remonftrance, that he

Fuller, diflolved them [December 3 lit] without pafling any one
B. X. p. 56. A6c this SefTion, after they had continued above fix years ;

and was fo out of humour with the Spirit of Englifh Liber-

ty that was growing in the Houfes, that he refolved (if pofTi-

ble) to govern without Parliaments for the future. This
was done by the advice of Bancroft, and other fervile

Court Flatterers, and was the beginning of that mifchief

Kin°
ry

T

°f ^a
-
vs Wilfon) which, when it came to a lull Ripenefs, made

p. 46. fuch a bloody Tiniture in both Kingdoms as never will be

got out of the Bifhops Lawn Sleeves.

Affair-; of From the time that King James came to the Englifh
Scotland. Throne, and long before, if we may believe Dr. Heylin,

his Majefty had projected the reftoring Epifcopacy in the

Kirk of Scotland, and reducing the two Kingdoms to one

uniform Government and Difcipline ; for this purpofe

Archbifhop Bancroft maintained a fecret correfpondence

with him, and corrupted one Norton, an Englifh Bookfeller

at Edinburgh [in the year 1589.] to betray the Scots af-

fairs to him, as he confclTed with Tears at his Examinati-

on. The many curious Articles he employed him to fearch

into are fet down in Calderuood's Hiftory, p. 246. In the

Month of January, l$9*t his letters to ?v/[r. Patrick Adam-

p^;
fon were intercepted, wherein headvifes him, " To give the

166.
' ' " Queen ofEngland more honourable Titles, andtopratfe

"1 the Church of England above all others- He marvelled

" why he came not to England, and a(lured him he would

"i be v/ell accepted by my Lord of Canterbury's Grace,
" and well cewarded if he came." This Adamfon was

aftenvwda excommunicated, but repenting of what he had

done
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done againft the Kirk defired Abfoiution ; part of his con- KinS

feflion runs thus, " I grant I was more bufy with fome ^^
'

" Bifhops in England, in prejudice of the Difcipline of our ._ --ml
" Kirk, partly when I was there, and partly by intelli-

" gence'fince, than became a good Chriftian, much lefs

" a faithful Pallor ; neither is there any thing that more
M afhameth me, than my often deceiving and abufing the
** Kirk heretofore by Confeflions, Subfcriptions, and Pro-
" teflations."

Upon his Majefly's arrival in England he took all occafi-

ons to difcover his averfion to the Scots Prefbyterians, tax-

ing thfim with faucinefs, ill-manners, and an implacable

enmity to kingly power ; he nominated Bifhops to the thir-

theen Scots Bifhopricks which himfelf had formerly abolifh-

ed ; but their Revenues being annexed to the Crown, their

dignities were little more than Titular. In the Parliament

held at Perth in the year 1606, his Majefly obtained an

A£t to reftore the Bifhops to their Temporalities, and to

repeal the A£t of Annexation ; by which they were re-

ftored to their Votes in Parliament, and had the title of
*' Lords of Parliament," contrary to the fenfe both of Cler-

gy and Laity, as appears by the following Proteft of the

General Aflembly.

<c TN the name of Chrift, and in the narfie of the Kirk in Courfeof

li
JL general, whereof the Realm hath reaped comfort fo^ity ^!M this forty fix years ; alfo in the name of our Prefbyte- 19,

" ries, from which we received our CommifTion ; and in

" our own Names as Paftors and Office-Bearers within
" the fame, for the diicharging of our necefiary duty, and
" for the difburthening of our Conferences, we except
" and proteft agaifrft the Erection, Confirmation or
" Ratification of the faid Bifhopricks and Bifhops by this
w prefent Parliament ; and humbly pray, that this our
" Proteftation may be admitted and regifter'd among the
" Records."

In the Convention at Linlithgow, December i3th, con- lb, p. 49,

fitting of Noblemen, Statesmen, and fome Court Mini-
fters, it was agreed, that the Bifhops fbould be perpetual

Moderators of the Kirk AfTemblies, under certain cautions,

and with a Declaration, that they had no purpofe to fubvert

the Difcipline of the Kirk, or to exercife any tyrannous or
unlawfuljurifdi&ion over their Brethren ; but the Body of
the Mmifters being uneafy at this, another Convention was
held at Linlithgow, 1608, and a Committee appointed to

Vol, II. F com-
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Epiicopacy

reitored in

Scotland.

Ibid. p. 53

K ' nc compromife the Difference ; the Committee confifted of

161".
' tvvo ^ar ^s > ana

" two Lords, as his Majefty's Commiflioners ;

rive new Bifhops ; two Univerfity Men, three Miniflers on
one part, and ten for the other; they met at Falkland,

May 4. 1609, and debated, ( I.) Whether the Moderators

ot Kirk Alfemblies mould be conrtant or circular ; and,

(2.) Whether the Caveats mould be obferved. But com-
ing to no agreement they adjourned to Striveling, where
the Bilhops with great difficulty obtained their Point. And
to encreafe their power, his Majefty was pleafed next year

[in the Month of Feb. 1610.] contrary to Law, to put the

High CommifTion into their hands.

But ftill they wanted the " Sanction of a general Aflem-
" bly, and a Spiritual Character ;" to obtain the former an

AfTembly was held at Glafgow, June 8th, 1610. Means
having been ufed by the Courtiers to model it to their

mind. In that coftly affembly (fays my Author) the Bi-

lhops were declared Moderators in every Diocefan Af-

fembly, and they or their Deputies Moderators in their

weekly Exercifes ; Ordination and Deprivation of Mini-

•fters, Vifitation of Kirks, excommunication- and abfolution,

with prefen'tafions to Benefices, were pinned to the Lawn
Sleeves ; and it was farther voted, (1.) That every Mini-

ster at his entry fhall fwear obedience to his Ordinary.

(2.) That no Minifter fhall preach or fpeak againft the Acts

of this Affembly. (3.) That the queftion of the parity or

imparity of Parlors fhall not be mentioned in the Pulpit

under pain of Deprivation. This was a vali advance upon

fbe * onllitution of the Kirk.

To obtain a Spiritual Character fuperior to the order of
of their Bi- p refh vtci\-)? il was neceffary that the Bifhops elect fiiould be

•coniccratcd by fome of the fame Order ; for this purpofe the

Krftg lent for throe of them into England (viz. Mr. Spofi-

v.-ood Archbifhop of Glafgow, Mr. Lamb Bifhop of Brc-

chen, and .Mr. Hamilton Bifhop of Galloway) and illued a

Com million under the great Seal to the Bifhops of London,
i\!v, Bath and Wells, and Rochcfler, requiring them to

proceed to ihe Confccration of the abovementior.ed Bifhops

according to the Englifh Ordinal : but Andrews Bifhop ot

Ely was of. opinion, that before their confccration they

ought to be made Prieils, becaufe they had not been or-

dained by a Bijhop. This the Scot-. Diviner, were unwil-

ling to admitj for fear of the confequences among their own
Countrymen ; for what mult they conclude concerning the

Mihiftera of Scotland, if their Ordination as Prefbyters

was

Ordination
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was not valid ? Bancroft therefore yielded, that where Bi- ' King

ihops could not be had, Ordination by Prefbyters mull be Ja"ies r*

valid, otherwife the character of mofl of the reformed ^__
' _^

Churches might be queflioned. Abbot Bifhop of London
and others were of Opinion, that there was no neceffity of

paffing through the inferior Orders of Deacon and Prieir,

but that the Epifcopal Character might be conveyed at

once, as appears from the example of St. Ambrofe, Necla- Collyer,p.

fius, Eucherius, and others, who from mere Lay-Men were 7=2*

advanced at once into the Epifcopal Chair. But whether
this fuppofition dees not rather weaken the Arguments for

Bifhops being a diftinft order from Prefbyters, I leave with

the Reader. However, the Scotch Divines were confecra- CaMei wood
ted in the Chapel at London Houfe [October 21, 161 o.] p- 644.

and upon their return into Scotland they conveyed their

new Character in the fame manner to their Brethren. Thus
the King, by an ufurped Supremacy over the Kirk of Scot-

land, and other violent and indirect means, fubverted their

Conftitution ; and contrary to the genius of the People,

and the proteflation of the general Aflembly, the Bifhops

were made Lords of Council, Lords of Parliament, and
the King's High Commiffioners in Caufes Ecclefiaftical

;

but with all their high Titles they fatuneafy in their Chairs,

being generally hated both by the Miniflers and People.

About ten days after this Confecration Dr. Richard Ban- Archbifhop

croft Archbifhop of Canterbury, departed this Life ; he Bancroft's

was born at Farnworth in Lancafhire, 1544. and educated character,

in Jefus College, Cambridge. He was firfl Chaplain to

Cox Bifhop of Ely, who gave him the Rectory of Tever-
mam near Cambridge. In the year 1585. he proceeded

D. D. and being ambitious of preferment got into the Ser-

vice of Sir Chriftopher Hatton, by whofe Recommendati-
on he was made Prebendary of Wefrminfler. Here he
fignalized himfelf by preaching againft. the Puritans ; a

fure way to preferment in thofe times. He alfo writ againft:

the Difcipline ; and was the firfl in the Church of England
that openly maintained the Divine Right of the Order of

Bifhops. While he fat in the High Commiflion he diflin-

guifhed himfelf by an uncommon zeal againft the Non-
conformifts, for which he was preferr'd, firfl: to the Bilhop-

rick of London, and upon Whitgift's Death to the See of
Canterbury ; how he behaved in that High Station has been
fufficiently related. This Prelate left behind him no extra-

ordinary Character for Piety, Learning, Hofpitality, or

F 3 any
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any other Epifcopal Quality. He Was of a rough, un-
courtly Temper ; a Tool of the Prerogative, and an ene-

my to the Laws and Conftitutions of his Country. Some
have reprefented him as inclined to Popery, becaufe he
maintained feveral fecUlar Priefts in his Houfe ; but this was
done (fay his Advocates) to keep up the Controverfy be-

Vol.I. p. 88. tweenthem and the Jefuits. Lord Clarendon fays, " That
" he underftood the Church excellently well, that he had
" almoft refcued it out of the Hands of the Calvinian Par-
" ty, and very much fubdued the unruly Spirit of the Non-
" conformifb ; and that he countenanced Men of Lear-
*' ning." His Lordfhip might have added, that he was
covetous, pailionate, ill-natur'd, and a cruel Perfecutor of

good Men. That he laid afide that Hofpitality that be-

comes a Bilhop, and lived without State or Equipage,

which gave occafion to the following Satire upon his Death,

which happened Nov. 2. 1610. /Etatis 66.

Here lies his Grace in cold Clay clad,

Who died for Want of what he had.

CHAP. It

From the Death of Archbifhop Bancroft to the Death of

King James I.

, 6 ,t. T> ANCROFT was fucceeded by Dr. George Abbot, Bi-
Abbot made J) fhop of London, a Divine of a quite different Spirit

B.

r

i

hb

i

l(

88
P

" *rom *"s Prcclece ôr
»

lie was a found Proteftant, a tho-

rough Calvinift, an avowed Enemy to Popery, and even

fufpefitcd of Puritanifm, becaufe he relaxed the penal

Laws, whereby, fays Lord Clarendon, " He unravell'd all

" that his Predeceffor had been doing for many years, who,
" if he had lived a little longer, would have fubdued the

'* unruly Spirit of the Non-conformifts, and extinguished
* f that Fire in England which had been kindled at Geneva ;

** but Abbot (fays his Lordfhip) confidered the Chriftian

" Religion no otherwife than as it abhorred and reviled Po-
€< pery, and valued thofe Men mod who did that mod fu-

" rioufly. He enquired but little after the urict Obfer-
*' vation of the Difcipline of the Church, or Conformity
*' to the Articles or Canons eftabliflied, and did not think

" fo ill of the [Prefbyterian] Difcipline as he ought to

" have done, but if ]\kn prudently forbore a publick re-

" viling
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*' viling at the Hierarchy and Ecclefiaftical Government,
'* they were fecure from any inquifition from him, and
'* were equally preferred. His houfe was a fan&uary to

'* the moft eminent of the factious party, and he licenfed

" their pernicious Writings." Such was the language of

the noble Hiftorian againfl one of the moft religious and

grave Prelates of his age, and a fteady friend of the Con-
stitution in Church and State. If Abbot's moderate mea-
fures had been purfued, the Liberties of England had been

fecured, Popery difcountenanced, and the Church preven-

ted from running into thofe exceffes which afterwards

proved its ruin,

The tranflation of the Bible, now in ufe, was finifhed Account of

this year ; it was undertaken at the requeft of the Puritan
* 1 ' theTra n'-

Divines in the Hampton-Court Conference ; and being the Bible into

laft, it may not be unacceptable to fet before the reader Engliih.

in one view, the various tranflations of the Bible into the N
1C

T
'

e s

Engliih language. 1380.

The New Teftament was firft tranflated by Dr. Wick- Lewis's Pro-

liffe out of the vulgar Latin about the year 1380, and is in- v^WiftVs
titled, " The New Teftament, with the Leffons taken out New Teft.

" of the old Law, read in Churches according to the ufe Durel.

tc c c Calmet." or barum.

The next tranflation was by William Tyndal, printed at Tindal's

Antwerp, 1526, in Octavo, without a name, and without New Teft.

either Calendar, references in the margin, or table at the l $ 26 '

end; it was corrected by the author, and printed in the

years 1534, and 1536", having pafs'd through five editions in

Holland.

In the mean time Tyndal was tranflating feveral books

of the Old Teftament, as the Pentateuch, and the book
of Jonas, printed 1531 ; the books of Jofhua, Judges,

Ruth, the four books of Kings, the two books of Chroni-

cles and Nehemiah. About the fame time George Joy,
fometime Fellow of Peter College, Cambridge, tranflated

the Pfalter, the prophecy of Jeremiah, and the Song of

Mofes, and printed them beyond Sea.

In the year 1535, the whole Bible was printed the firft Firft Edition

time in folio, adorned with wooden cuts, and Scripture re- of the Bible,

ferences ; it was done by feveral hands, and dedicated to
I535 '

King Henry VIII. by Miles Coverdale. In the laft page
'tis faid to be printed in the year of our Lord 1535, and
finifhed the fourth Day of O&ober. This Bible was re-

printed in quarto, 1550, and again with a new title, 1553.
Two years after the Bible was reprinted in Englifh, with j^j"

hew '
3

•

F 3 this iS37«
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this title, £' The Holy Byble, which is all the Holy Scrip-

" ture, in which are contayned the Olde and Newe Tefta-
" ment, trueley and purelye tranflated into Englifli by
(i [a fictitious Name] Thomas Mathew, 1537." It has

a Calender with an Almanack ; and an exhortation to the

ftudy of the Scripture, figned
J.

' R. John Rogers ; a table

of contents and marriages ; marginal notes, a prologue

;

and in the Apocalypfe fome wooden cuts. At the beginning

of the prophets are printed at the top of the page R. G;
Richard Grafton, and at the Bottom E. W. Edward
Whitchurch, who were the Printers. This Tranflation,

to the End of the Book of Chronicles, and the Book of

Jonah, with all the New Teftament, was Tyndal's ; the

reft was Miles Covcrdale's and John Rogers's.

Cr-inmei's In the year 1539? the abovementioned tranflation having
Bible, Deen revifed and corrected by Archbifhop Cranmer, was
•• '535- reprinted by Grafton and Whitchurch, " Cum Privilegio ad

&i imprimendum folum." It has this title, " The Bible

" in Englyfhe, that is to fay, the Content of the Holy
" Scripture, both of the Olde and Newe Teftament, truly

" tranflated after the Veritie of the Hebrue and Greke
" Texts,' by the diligent ftudy of divers excellent learned
*' men, expert in the forefayde Tongues." In this edition

Tyndal's prologue and marginal notes are omitted. It was

reprinted the following year in a large folio, proper for

Churches, begun at Paris, and finifhed at London. In the

year 1541, it was printed again by Grafton, with a preface

by Cranmer, having been revifed by Tonftal and Heath,

Biftiops of Durham and Rocheftcr. But after this time

the Popifh Party prevailing at Court, there were no more
editions of the Bible in this Reign.

s
In the beginning of King Edward's Reign the Bible of

\.). {54I1 wa reprinted, with Cranmer's prologue; and the

Liturg) o'; the Church of England, being fir ft compofed

an' e,fl lifhed in this Reign, the tranflation of the Pfalter,

Cpmmp.nl) called the Old Translation, in ufe at this day,

i ora this edition. Next year Coverdale's Tefta-

ment of ?535> » rds reprinted with Erafmus's Paraph rafe ;

but the; tranflation.

QenVva 1° l ' lc Hugn of Queen Mary fji 5 55.J the exiles at Geneva

in"., undertook a ftfjw tranflation, commonly called the Geneva
1 53- Jvo'i-; tli-- names offhetranfl.itors were Coverdalc,Goodman,

Gill>\, WhUtingfcam, Sampfon, Cole, Knox, Bodleigh and

Pull.nn, who puMilhcd the Xew Teftament firft in a fmall

twelves, 15^7, by Conrad Badius. Tin's was the firft that was

printed
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printed with numerical verfes. The whole Bible was publifh-

ed afterwards with marginal notes, 1559. dedicated to Queen
Elizabeth. The Tranflators lay, '* They had been em-
" ployed in this work night and day, with fear and trem-
<c bling and they proteited from their Confciences, that

" in every point and word they had faithfully rendered the
<c Text to the heft of their knowledge." But the marginal

notes having given offence it was not iuffered to be published

in England till the death of Archbimop Parker, when it was

printed [1576.] by Chriftopher Barker, in Quarto, <* Cum
Privilegio," and met with fuch acceptance, that it paft thro*

twenty or thirty Editions in this Reign.

Cranmer's Edition of the Bible was reprinted in the years 5'J
ops

1562, and 1566. for the ufe of Churches. But complaint

being made of the incorrettnefs of it, Archbilhop Parker

projected a new Tranflation, and affigned the feveral Books

of the Old and New Teftament to about fourteen dignita-

ries of the Church, moft of whom being Bifhops, it was
from them called " The Bifhops Bible," and was printed in

an elegant and pompous Eolio, in the year 1568. with Maps '56 °'

and Cuts. In the year 1572. it was reprinted with fome al-

terations and additions, and feveral times afterwards, but

without any amendments.

In the year 1582. the Roman Catholick Exiles tranflated TdtTment
the New Teftament for the ufe of their People, ami pub- 1582.

lifhed it in Quarto, with this Title, "- The New Teftament
" of Jefus Chrift, tranflated faithfully into Engliih out of the
" authentick Latin, according to the beft corrected Co-
" pies of the lame, diligently conferred with the Greek and
" other Editions in divers Languages ; with Arguments of
" Books and Chapters, Annotations, and other neceffary
" helps for the better underftanding of the Text, and efpe-
" cially for the difcovery of the corruptions of divers late

" Tranfiations, and for clearing the controverfies in Reli-
" gion of thefe days. In the Engliih College of Rhemes.
" Printed by John Fogny." The Old Teftament of this

An
J
B»M«.

Tranflation was firft publiflied at Doway in two Tomes i$°g"

Quarto, the firft in the year 1609. the other 1610. by Law-
rence Kellam, at the fign of the Holy Lamb, with a Preface

and Tables ; the Authors are faid to be Cardinal Allen,

fometime Principal of St. Mary Hall, Oxford, Richard
Briftow, Fellow of Exeter College, and Gregory Martin of
St. John's College. The Annotations were made by Tho.
Worthington, B. A. of Oxford; all of them Exiles for

their Religioi, and fettled in popifh Seminaries beyond fea.

F 4 The
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King The miftakes of this Tranflation, and the falfe glofles put

T<5i i uPon tne Text, were expofed by the learned Dr. Fulke and

«_ — j Mr. Cartwright.

Laft Tranf- At the requefr. of the Puritans in the Hampton-Court
lation by Conference, King James appointed a new Tranflation to

Tame* I.

° be undertaken by the moil learned men of both Univerft-

1611. ties, under the following regulations, (i.) That they keep

as clofe as poffible to tne Bifhops Bible. (2.) That the

Names of the Holy Writers be retained according to vul-

gar ufe, (3.) That the old ecclefiaftical Words be kept, as

Church not to be tranflated Congregation, &c. (4.) That
when a word has divers Significations, that be kept which

has been mod commonly ufed by the Fathers. (5.) That
the divifion of Chapters be not altered. (6.) No marginal

Notes but for the explication of a Hebrew or Greek word.

(7.) Marginal References may be fet down. The other re-

gulations relate to the Tianflators comparing notes, and

agreeing among themfelves ; they were to confult the mo-
dern tranflations of the French, Dutch, German, &c. but

to vary as little as pofiible from the Bifhops Bible.

The King's Commiffion bears date 1604. but the work
was not begun till 1606. and finifhed 161 1. Fifty four of

the chief Divines of both Univerfities were nominated ; but

fome of them dying foon after, the work was undertook by

Forty feven, who were divided into fix Companies ; the

firil company tranflated from Genefis to the firfr. book of

Chronicles ; the fecond to the prophecy of Ifaiah; the third

tranflated the four greater Prophets, with the Lamentations

and twelve fmaller Prophets ; the fourth had the Apocry-

pha ; the fifth had the four GofpeKs, the Acls and the Re-
velations ; and the fixth the Canonical Epiftles. The
work being finifhed, and reviled by learned men from both

Univerfities, the publifhing it was committed to the Care

of .Bifhop Bilfon and Dr. Miles Smith, which lair, writ the

Preface that now flands before it. It was firlt printed in the

year 161 1. with a Dedication to King James, and is the

fame that is now read in all the Churches.

zeal aeab't
Upon the death of Armimus the Curator of the Univer-

Vpfflius. fity of Leyden chofe Conradus Vorflius his fucceffor. This
Divine had published a very exceptionable treatife con-

cerning the Nature and Properties of God, in which he

maintained, that God had a Body ; and denied his proper

Jmmenfity and Omnifciencc, as they are commonly under-

flood. He maintained the Divine Being to be limited and

retrained, and aftribed Quantity and Magnitude to him.

The
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The Clergy of Amfterdam remonftrated to the States againft King

his fettlement at Leyden, the country being already too ^f*
much divided about the Arminian Tenets. To ftrengthen L ^
their hands they applied to the Englifh AmbafTador to repre-

fent the cafe to King James ; and prevailed with the Cura-

tors to defer his Indu£tion into the Profefforftiip till his Ma-
jelly had read over his Book ; which having done, he de-

Brandt
-

S

clared Vorftius to be an Arch-Heretick, a Peft, aMonfter of Hirt. Vol. II.

Blafphemies ; and to fhew his Deteftation of his book, or- P-97-

dered it to be burnt publickly in St. Paul's Church-yard,

and at both the Univerfities ; in the conclufion of his Letter

to the States on this occafion he fays, *' As God has ho-
*' noured us with the title of Defender of the Faith, fo (if

" you incline to retain Vorftius any longer) ve fhall be
" obliged not only to feparate and cut ourfelves off from
*' fuch falfe and heretical Churches, but likewife to call

" upon all the reft of the reformed Churches to enter upon
" the fame common confutation, how we may beft extin-

" guifh and fend back to hell thefe curfed [Arminian] here-
** fies that have newly broken forth. And for ourfelves, we
" fhall be neceffitated to forbid all the youth of our Sub-
" je£b to frequent an Univerfity that is fo infe&ed as that

*' of Leyden." His Majefty alfo fent over fundry other

Memorials, in which he ftiles Vorftius " a wicked Atheift;"

Arminius " an Enemy to God." And Bertius having writ

concerning the Apoftafy of the Saints, he faid the Author
was worthy of the Fire.

At length the King publifhed his Royal Declaration in 1612,

feveral Languages, containing an account of all he had done

in the affair of Vorftius, with his Reafons ; which were,
" His zeal for the glory of God, his love for his friends and
*' allies [the States] and fear of the fame contagion in his

" own Kingdom ;" but theirHigh MightineiTes did not like

the King of England's meddling fo much in their Affairs.

However, Vorftius was difmified to Gouda, where he lived

privately till the Synod of Dort, when he was banifhed

the feven Provinces ; he then retired to Tonninghen, in theBayle's

Dukedom of Holftein, Avhere he died a profefTed Socinian, Dlft* Cnt*

Sept. 19. 1622.

His Majefty had a further opportunity of discovering his Hereticks

zeal againft Herefy this year, upon two of his own fubje&s ; burnt,

one was Bartholomew Legate an Arian ; he was a comely Barth> Le_

perfon, of a black complexion, and about forty years of Fuller B.X.,

age, of a fluent tongue, excellently well verfed in the Scrip- p. 63.

tures, and of an unblameable converfation. King James
himfelf,
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K ?n
|

himfelf, and fome of his Bifhops, conferred with him, but

1612! could not convince him of his errors. Having lain a con-

<\_ — — ifiderahle time in Newgate he was at length convened before

bifhop King in his Confiftory at St. Paul's, who with fome
other Divines and Lawyers there affembled, declared him a

contumacious and obdurate Herelick, and certified the fame
into Chancery by a Significavit, delivering him up to the

fecular power; whereupon the King figned aWrit "De Hae-
retico comburendo" to the Sheriffs of London, who brought
him to Smithfield March 18th. and in the midft of a vaft

concourfe of people burnt him to death. A Pardon was
offered him at the Stake if he would recant, but he re-

fufed it.

And Edward Next month Edward Wightman of Burton upon Trent,

StTx. was convided of Herefy by Dr. Neile Bifhop of Coventry

p. 64.' 'and Litchfield, and was burnt at Litchfield April nth. He
was charged in the Warrant with the Herefies of Arius,

Cerinthus, Manichaeus, and the Anabaptifls—There wag
another condemned to the fire for the fame Herefies ; but

the Conftancy of the abovemention'd Sufferers moving
companion in the Spectators, it was thought better to naffer

him to linger out a miferable Life in Newgate, which was
done accordingly.

State of the Nothing was minded at Court but Luxury and Diver-

sions. Affairs of the Church were left to the Bifhops, and

State Affairs to the Civil Officers, while the King himfelf

funk into a moll; indolent and inactive life, being govern'd

by a Favourite, in choofing whom he had no regard to vir-

tue or merit, but to youth, beauty, gracefulnefs of perfon,

and fine clothes, &o This expofed him to the contempt ol

foreign Courts, who from this time paid him very little re-

gard. At the fame time he was lavifh and profufe in his

expences and donations to his hungry Courtiers, which ex-

haufted his Exchequer, and obliged him to have recourfe to

arbitrary and illegal methods of raifing money by the Prero-

gative ; this loft him the hearts of his People, which with

all his Kingcraft he could never recover, and laid the foun-

dation of all thofe Calamities, which in the next Reign over-

turned both Church and State.

Kkigmarrie* But while the King and his Miniftcrs were Subverting the

his Daughter Proteftant Religion and the Liberties of England, it pleafcd

.

t0,
p
C

.

Ii^c ' Almighty God to lay the Foundation of their recovery by

'the marriage of the King's Daughter Elizabeth to Frede-

rick V. Elector Palatine of the Rhine, from whom the pre-

font Royal Family is defcended. The Match was promoted
by
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by Archbifhop Abbot, and univerfally approved by all the King

Puritans in England, as the grand Security of the Protef- ,5*,"

tant Succeflion to the Crown in cafe of failure of Heirs from L^Y"Si
the FCing's Son. Mr. Echard fays, they foretold by a di-

ftant Forefight, the fucceflion of this Family to the Crown ;

and it rauft be owned, that they were always the delight of

the Puritans, who prayed heartily for them, and upon all

occafions exerted themfelves for the fupport of the Family

in their loweft circumftances.

The folemnity of thefe Nuptials was retarded fome Death and

months, by the untimely death of Henry Prince of Wales, ^^1^"
the King's eldeft Son, who died Nov. 6th. 161 2. and was prince of

buried the 7 th of December following, being eighteen years Wales.

and eight months old. Some have fufpe&ed that the King

his Father caufed him to be poifoned, though there is no
certain proof of it ; the body being opened, his Liver ap-

peared white, and his Spleen and Diaphragma black, his

Gall without choler, and his Lungs fpotted with much cor-

ruption, and his Head full of blood in fome places, and in

others full of water. 'Tis certain the King was jealous of

his Son's popularity, and afked one day, " If he would bury R •

him alive ;" and upon his death commanded, that " No p. 328, 340.

" perfon mould appear at Court in mourning for him."

This Prince was one of the moft accomplifhed perfons of

his age, fober, chaft, temperate, religious, full of honour

and probity, and never heard to fwear an oath : Neither the

example ©f the King his Father, nor of the whole Court,

was capable of corrupting him in that refpe6r. He had a

great Soul, noble and generous Thoughts, and was as much
difpleafed with trifles as his Father was fond of them. He
had frequently faid, that " If ever he mounted the Throne,
*' his firft care mould be to try to reconcile the Puritans to

" the Church Of England." As this could not be done
without each parties making fome ConcefTions ; and as fuch

a proceeding was directly contrary to the temper of the

Court and Clergy, he was fufpecled to countenance Puri-

tanifm. Prince Henry was mild and affable, and yet of a
warlike genius ; and to fay all in a word, he was the darling

of the Puritans, and of all good men ; for though he lived

above eighteen Years, no Hiftorian has taxed him with

any Vice.

To furnifh the Exchequer with money feveral new Pro- New Me-

je&s were fet on foot, as, (:.) His Majefty created a new thods ofrai-

Order of Knights Baronets ; the number not to exceed fing Mone>*

two hundred, and the expence of the Patent one thoufand

ninety
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Alllrafct of

the Refor

mation in

Ireland.

ninety five pounds. (2.) His Majefty fold Letters Patents

for Monopolies. (3.) He obliged fuch as were worth forty

Pounds aYear to compound for not being Knights. (4.) He
fet to fale the higheft Honours and Dignities of the Nation

:

The price for a Baron was ten thoufand Pounds ; for a Vif-

count fifteen thoufand ; and twenty thoufand for an Earl.

(5.) Thofe who had defective Titles were obliged to com-
pound to fet them right. And, (6.) The Star-chamber
raifed their Fines to an exceflive degree. But thefe projects

not anfwering the King's neceffities, he was obliged at laft

to call a Parliament. When the Houfes met they fell im-
mediately upon grievances, upon which the King diffolved

them, before one Statute was enafted, and committed fome
of the principal Members of the Houfe of Commons to pri-

fon, without admitting them to bail, refolving again to raife

money without Parliament.

This Year the Articles of the Church of Ireland were ra-

tified and confirmed ; the Reformation of that Kingdom
had made but a flow progrefs in the late Reign, by reafon

of the wars between the Englifh and Natives, and the fmall

proportion of the former to the latter. The Natives had a

ftrong prejudice againft the Englifh, as coming into the

country by Con quell: ; and being bigotted Papiits, their

prejudices were encreafed by King Henry VUIth's throwing

off the Pope's Supremacy, which threaten'd the lofs of their

Religion, as well as their civil Liberties. In the Reign of

Philip and Mary they were more quiet, when a Lav/ was
paffed againfr. bringing in the Scots and marrying with them,

which continued in force during the whole Reign of Queen
Elizabeth, and was a great hindrance to the Progrefs of the

Protectant Religion in that Country ; however, an Univer-

sity was erected at Dublin in the Year 1593, and furnifhed

with learned Profefibrs from Cambridge of the Calviniitical

Perfuafion. JamesUfher, afterwards the famous A rchbifhop

of Armagh, was the firft Student that was entered into the

College. The Diicipline of the Irifh Church was according

to the Model of the Englifh ; Bifhops were nominated to

the Popifh Diocefes, but their Revenues being alienated,

or in the hands of Papifts, or very much diminifhed by the

Wars, they were obliged to throw the Revenues of feveral

Bifhopricks together, to make a tolerable fubfiltence for one.

The cafe was the fame with the inferior Clergy, forty Shil-

lings a year being a common allowance for a Vicar in the

Province of Connaughr, and fometimes but fixteen. Thus
(fajw
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(fays Mr. Collyer) the authority of the Bifhops went off, King

and the People followed their own fancies in the choice of ,™,
es
,

'

Religion. t_ — —

^

At the Hampton-Court Conference the King propofed Rife of the

fending Preachers into Ireland, complaining that he was but Sco1* Seule-

ha!fMonarch of thatKingdom, the bodies of the People being
\in^

only fubjeft to his authority, while their Confciences were

at the command of the Pope ; but it does not appear that

any attempts were made to convert them till after the year

1607. when the A& of the third and fourth of Philip and

Mary being repealed, the Citizens of London undertook

for the Province of Ulfter, Thefe Adventurers built Lon-
donderry, fortified Colrain, and purchafed a great tract of

Land in the adjacent parts. They fent over confiderable

numbers of Planters, but were at a lofs for Minifters : for

the beneficed Clergy of the Church of England being at

eaie in the enjoyment of their Preferments, would not en-

gage in fuch a hazardous undertaking, it fell therefore to

the Lot of the Scots and Englifh Puritans ; the Scots, by
reafon of their vicinity to the northern parts of Ireland,

tranfported numerous Colonies ; they improved the Coun-
try, and brought preaching into the Churches where they

fettled : but being of the Prefbyterian Perfuafion, they

formed their Churches after their own Model. The Lon-
don Adventurers prevailed with feveral of the Englifh Pu-
ritans to remove, who being perfecuted at home, were

willing to go any where within the King's Dominions for

the liberty of their Confciences ; and more would have

gone, could they have been fecure of a Toleration after

they were fettled ; but their chief refort was to the Scots ;

the firft Minifler of that Perfuafion that went over was

Mr. Edward Bryce, who fettled in Broad Ifland in the

County of Antrim, i6n. after him Mr. Robert Cunning-

ham in Hollywood, in the County of Down. At the fame And of their

time came over three Englifh Minifters, all Puritans, trained Difcipline.

up under Mr. Cartwright (viz) Mr Ridges of Antrim, Mr.
Henry Calvert, and Mr. Hubbard at Carrickfergus. After Loyalty

thefe Mr. Robert Blair came from Scotland to Bangor, Mr.
, 08

s

°,oj.

Hamilton to Ballywater, and Mr. Levingfton to Killinfhy in

the County of Down, with Mr. Welch, Dunbar, and others.

Mr. Blair was a zealous Prefbyterian, and fcrupled Epifco-

pal Ordination, but the Bifhop of the Diocefe compromifed
the difference, by agreeing that the other Scots Prefbyters

of Mr. Blair's Perfuafion fhould join with him, and that

fuch
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fuch paffages in the eftablifhed form of Ordination, as

Mr. Blair and his Brethren fcrupled mould be omitted, or

exchanged for others of their own approbation. Thus was
Mr. Blair ordained publickly in the Church of Bangor ; the

Bifhop of Raphoe did the fame for Mr. Levingfton; and all

the Scots that Were ordained in Ireland from this time to

the year 1642. were ordained after the fame manner; all

of them enjoyed the Churches and Tithes though they re-

mained Prefbyterian, and ufed not the Liturgy ; nay, the

Bifhops confulted them about affairs of common concern-

ment to the Church, and fome of them were Members of

the Convocation in 1634. They had their monthly Meet-
ings at Antrim, for the promoting of Piety and the extir-

pation of Popery. They had aifo their quarterly Commu-
nions, by which means great numbers of the Inhabitants

were civilized, and many became ferious Chriftians. Mr.
Blair preached before the Judges of Affize on the Lord's

Day, at the defire of the Bifhop of Down, and his Curate

adminiftered the Sacrament to them the fame day ; fo that

there was a fort of comprehenfion between the two Par-

ties, by the allowance and approbation of the great Arch-

bifhop Ufher, who encouraged the Miniflers in their work.

Thus things continued till the adminiftration of Archbifhop

Laud, who by dividing the Protectants weaken'd their

hands, and made way for that prodigious growth of Po-

pery, that ended in the Maffacre of almoft all the Pro-

teflants in the Kingdom.

Articles of It appears from hence, that the Reformation of Ireland
the Church was built upon a Puritan Foundation, though Epifcopacy
of re.and.

wag ^ \e^\ efhblifhment ; but it was impofTible to make
any confiderable progrefs in the converfion of the Natives,

becaufe of their bigotry and prejudice againft the Englifh

Nation, whofe Language they could not be perfuaded

to learn. But the Proteftant Religion being now pretty

well eftablifhed, it was thought advifeable to frame fome
Articles of their Common Faith, according to the cuftorri

of other Churches : Some moved in Convocation to a-

d'opt the Articles of the Englifh Church, but this was over-

ruled, as not fo honourable to themfelves, who were as

much a National Church ?.s England ; nor fo confiftent

with their Independency- ; it was therefore voted to draw up
a new Confeflion of their own ; the draught was referred to

the conduct of Dr. James Ufhcr, Provoft of Dublin College,

and afterwards Lord Primate ; it afterwards pall both'

lloufes of Convocation and Parliament with great una-

nimity,
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nimity,and being fent over to theEnglifh Court was approved Km
|

in Council, and ratified by the Lord Deputy Chichefter this ^Te.\
year, in the King's Name. v——y—

Thefe Articles being rarely to be met with, I have given Remarks,

them a place in the Appendix, being in a manner the ^ j"
*

fame that the Puritans requefted, at the Hampton Court

Conference ; for, Firft, The Nine Articles of Lambeth are

incorporated into this confeflion. Secondly, The morality

of the Lord's-day is ftrongly afferted, and the fpending it

wholly in religious Exercifes is required [Art. 56.] Thirdly,

The obfervation of Lent is declared not to be a religious

-Faft, but grounded merely on political confiderations, for

provifion of things tending to the better prefervation of the

Commonwealth [Art. 50.] Fourthly, All Clergymen are

faid to be lawfully called and fent, who are chofen and called

to this work, by Men who have publick authority given them
in the Church to call and fend Minifters into the Lord's Vine-

yard [Art. 71.] which is an acknowledgment of the validity

of the Ordinations of thofe Churches that have no Bi-

fhops. Fifthly, The power of the keys is faid to be only

declarative [Art. 74.] Sixthly, The Pope is declared to be

Antichrift, or that Man of Sin, whom the Lord (hall con-

fume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and abolifh with the

brightnefs of his coming [Art. 80.] Seventhly, The Confe-
cration of Archbifhops, &c. is not fo much as mentioned,
as if done on purpofe (fays Mr. Collyer) to avoid maintain-

ing the diftin&ion between that Order and that of Priefts.

Laftly, no power is afcribed to the Church in making Ca-
nons, or cenfuring thofe who either carelefly or wilfully

infringe the fame. Upon the whole, thefe Articles feem
to be contrived to compromile the difference between the

Church and the Puritans ; and they had that effect till the

year 1634. when by the influence of Arbhbifhop Laud,
-and of the Earl of Strafford thefe Articles were fet a-

fide, and thofe of the Church of England received in their

room.

To return to England. Among the Puritans that fled Rife of the

from the perfecution of Bifhop Bancroft was Mr. Henry IndePe.n-

Jacob, mentioned in the year 1604. this Divine having con- England,
ferred with Mr. Robinfon, Paftor of an Englifh Church at

Leyden, embraced his peculiar fentiments of Church dis-

cipline, fince known by the name of Independency. In the
year 1610. Mr. Jacob publiihed at Leyden a fmall treatife

in Octavo, entitled, " The Divine Beginning and Inflituti-

" on of Chrift's true vifible aad material Church:" And fol-

lowed
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lowed it next year with another from Middleburgh, which
he called *' An Explication and Confirmation of his former
" Treatife." Some time after he returned to England, and

having imparted his defign, of fetting up a feparate Congre-

gation, like thofe in Holland, to the moft learned Puritans

of thofe times, as My. Throgmorton, Wring, Manfel,

Dod, cVc. it was not condemned as unlawful, confidering

there was no profpetf. of a national Reformation. Mr. Ja-
cob therefore having fummoned feveral of his friends toge-

ther, as Mr. Staifmore, A4r. Browne, Mr. Prior, Almey,
Throughton, Allen, Gibbet, Farre, Goodal, and others

;

and having obtained their confent to unite in Church-fellow-

fhip, for the enjoying the Ordinances of Chrifl: in the pu-

rer! manner, they laid the foundation of the firft Indepen-

dant, or Congregational Church in England, after the fol-

lowing manner ; having appointed a day of folemn Fading
Their man- and Prayer for a blefling upon their undertaking. Towards the

fng^a
*" clofe of the folemnity each of them made open confeflion

church. of their Faith in our Lord Jefus Chrifl ; and then {landing
MS. pene? together they joined hands, and " folemnly covenanted with

" each other in the prefence of Almighty God, to walk to-

if gether in all God's Ways and Ordinances, according as

" he had already revealed, or fhould further make them
" known to them." Mr. Jacob was then chofen their Paf-

tor by the fuffrage of the Brotherhood, and others were ap-

pointed to the office of Deacons with Farting and Prayer,

and impofition of hands. The fame year [1616.] Mr. Ja-

cob publifhed, " A Proteftation or Confeflion in the name
" of certain Chrirtians, (hewing how far they agreed with
" the reafons of their Diffent drawn from Scripture ;" to

which was added, a petition to the King for the Toleration

of fuch Chrirtians. And fome time after he publifhed, " A
** Collection of found Reafons, fhewing, how neceffary it

" is for all Chrirtians to walk in all the Ways and Ordinan-
" ces of God in purity, and in a right Church way." Mr.

Jacob continued with his flock about eight years, but in the

year 1624. being defirous to enlarge his ufefuinefs, he went
with the confent of his Church to Virginia, where foon af-

tei he died- Thus, according to the teftimony of the Ox-
ford Hiftorian, and fome others, Mr. Henry Jacob was the

furt Independent Minifter in England, and this the firft Con-
gregational Church. Upon the departure of Mr. Jacob, his

Congregation chofe Mr. Latborp their Paftor, whofe hifto-

ry, together with that of his little Church, will be continu-

ed in its proper place.

The

\
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The King was fo full of his Prerogative, that he appre- King

hended he could convince his Subje&s of its abfolute «x- ^™" *

tent ; for this purpofe he turned preacher in the Star-Cham- u—y ^j

ber, and took his text> Pfalmlxxii; I. " Give the King thy King's dif-

•* Judgments^ O God, and thy Righteoufnefs to the King's "urfe inthe

" Son." After dividing and fubdividing, and giving the li- bl"~
am "

teral and myftical fenfe of hi9 text, he applied it to the

Judges and Courts of Judicature, telling them, " That Rapin, p.

" the King fitting in the Throne of God, all Judgments 3S3-

" center in him, and therefore for inferior Courts to deter-
*' mine difficult queftions without confulting him, was to
*' incroach upon his Prerogative, and to limit his power,
" which was not lawful for the tongue of a Lawyer, nor any
'* fubjecl: to difpute. As it is Atheifm and Blafphemy to

" difpute what God can do, (fays he) fo it is prefumption,
" and a high contempt to difpute what Kings can do or
" fay ; it is to take away that myftical Reverence that be-
M longs to them who fit in the Throne of God." Then
addrefling to the Auditory he advifes them, " Not to med-
•' die with the King's Prerogative or Honour. Plead not
" (fays he) upon puritanical principles, which makes all

•' things popular, but keep within the ancient limits."

In fpeaking of Recufants he fays, there are three forts,

" (1.) Some that come now and then to Church ; thefe

" [the Puritans] are formal to the laws, but falfe to God.
" (2.) Others that have their Confcience mifled, fome of
'* thefe [the Papilts that fwear allegiance] live as peacea-
'* ble Subjects. (3.) Others praclifing Recufants, who
" oblige their fervants and tenants to be of their opinion.

" Thefe are Men of Pride and Prefumption. I am loth to
** hang a Prieft only for his Religion, and faying Mafs ;

" but if they refufe the Oath of Allegiance I leave
<l them to the law." He concludes with exhorting the
tc Judges to countenance the Clergy againft Papifts and

Puritans ; adding, " God and the King will reward your
" zeal."

'Tis eafy to obferve from hence, His Majefty's implaca-

ble averfion to the Puritans, by whom we are to underftand

not only thofe that refufe the Ceremonies, but all fuch as

were enemies to Monarchy ; for all arguments againft the

extent of the Prerogative are (aid to be founded on Puri-

tan principles. A King with thefe maxims fhould have been

frugal of his Revenues, that he might not have flood in

need of Parliaments ; but our Monarch was extravagant-

ly profufe, and to fupply his wants he delivered back this

Vol. If. G year
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year to the Dutch their cautionary Towns, which were the

keys of their Country, for lefs than a quarter part of the

money that was borrowed upon them.
Mr. This year died the learned and judicious Mr Paul Baynes,

DeatT'd
k°rn m London, and educated in Chrift College, Cam-

Chaiatfer. bridge, of which he was Fellow. He fucceeded Mr. Per-

kins in the Leclure at St. Andrews Church, where* he behav-

ed with that gravity aud exemplary piety, as rendered him
univerfally acceptable to all that had any taile of ferious

Religion, till Archbiihop Bancroft fending Dr. Harfnet to

vifit the Univerfity, called upon Mr. Baynes to fubferibe

according to the Canons, which he refufing, the Doctor fi-

Icnced him, and put down his Lecture. Mr. Baynes ap-

pealed to the Archbifhop, but his Grace flood by his Chap-
lains, and threatened to lay the good old Man by the heels,

for appearing before him with a little black edging upon his

'cuffs. After this Mr. Baynes preached only occafionally,

as he could get opportunity, and was reduced to fuch po-

verty and want, that he laid, "He had not where to lay

" his head ;" but at length death put an end to all his fuf-

ferings in the year 1617. He publiihed, " A Commentary
" upon the Ephefians ; the Diocefans trial againft Dr.
** Downham; and fome other practical trcatifes." Dr. Sibbes

fays, He was a Divine of uncommon learning, clear Judg-
ment, ready wit, and of much Communion with God and

his own heart. What pity was it, that fuch a Divine fhould

be laid afide, and in a manner ltarved !

Progrefs of The difputes in Holland between the Calvinifts and Ar-
theArmini- minians upon the five points, relating to Election, Re-
an emtio- yemp t i orj) Original Sin, Effectual Grace, and Perfeve-

Ho.Lnd. 'ranee, rofe to fuch an height, as obliged the States General

to have recourfe to a national Synod, which was appointed

to meet at Dort, Nov. 13th, 1618. Each party had load-

ed the other with reproaches, and in the warmth of dif-

pute charged their opinions with moft invidious confequen-

ces, infomuch that all good Neighbourhood was loft, the

Pulpits were filled with unprofitable difputes, and where

one party prevailed, the other were turned out of the

Churches. The Magistrates were no lefs divided, one

City and Town being ready to take up arms againft an-

other. At length it grew into a State Faction, which en-

dangered the dillblution of the Government. Maurice,

Prince of Orange, though a RemonJtrant, put himlclf at

the head of the Calvinifts [or Contra-remonfl rants] beca 1 fc

they were for a Stadtholder, and the Magillratcs who were

againft
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againft a Stadtholder Tided with the [Remonftrants, or] Ar-

rninans, among whom the Advocate of Holland, Olden-

barnevelf* and the Penfionaries of Leyden and Rotterdam,

Hogerberts and Grotius, were the chief. Several attempts

were made for an accommodation, or toleration of the two

parties ; but this not fucceeding, the three heads of the

Remonftrants [Arminians] were taken into cuftody, and the

Magiftrat.es of feveral Towns and Cities changed by the

Authority of the Prince, which made way for the

choofing fuch a Synod as his Highnefs defired. Theclaffes

of the feveral Towns met firft in a Provincial Synod, and

thefe fent deputies to the national one, with proper inftruc-

tions. The Remonftrants were averfe to the calling a Sy-

nod, becaufe their numbers were not yet equal to the Cal-

vinifts, and their Leaders being in cuftody, it was eafy to

forefee their approaching fate. They complained of injuf-

tice in their fummons to the Provincial AfTemblies ; but

Trigland fays, That where the Remonftrants [Arminians]

were weakeft, they were equally regarded with the other

party ; but in truth, their deputies were angry and diflatif-

fied, and in many places abfented from their clafles, and
fo yielded up their power into the hands of their adverfa-

ries, who condemned their principles, and depofed feveral of

their Minifters.

The national Synod of Dort confifted of thirty eight Synod of

Dutch and Walloon Divines, five ProfefTors of the Univer- Don.

Titles, and twenty one Lay-elders, making together Tixty

one perfons, of which not above three or four were Re-
monftrants. Befides thefe, there were twenty eight foreign

Divines, from Great Britain, from the Palatinate, from
HelTia, Switzerland, Geneva, Bremen, Emden, Naffau,

and Wettcravia ; the French King not admitting his Prc-

teftant Divines to appear. Next to the States Deputies fat

the Englifh Divines ; the fecond place was kept void for the

French Divines ; the reft fat in the order recited. Upon
the right and left hand of the chair, next to the Lay-de-
puties, fat the Netherland Profeffois of Divinity, then the

Minifters and Elders according to the rank of their Provin-

ces ; the Walloon Churches fetting laft. After the Di-
vines, as well domeftick as foreign, had produced their Cre-

dentials, the Reverend Mr.John Bogerman of Leewarden
was chofen Prefident, the Reverend Mr. Jacob Roland and
Herman Faulkelius, of Amfterdam and Middleburgb, Af-»

feffors ; Heinfius was Scribe, and the Reverend Mr,
Damman and Feftius Hommius Secretaries ; a genenl

G 2 Fad
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King Faft was then appointed, after which they entered upon Bu-
Ja
i6,1

L
finefs '

x

'

j The names of the Englifh Divines were Dr. Carlton Bi-

Names and fhop of Landaff, Dr. Hall Dean of Worcefter, afterwards
initrurtions Bifhop of Norwich, Dr. Davenant afterwards Bifhop of Sa-

SSS8
liftjury> and Dn Samuel Ward Mafter of Sidney College,

Fullers Cambridge ; but Dr. Hall not being able to bear the cli-

Woithies, ma te, Dr. Goad Prebendary of Canterbury, was appoint-
p' 159 ' ed in his room. Mr. Balcanqual a Scots Man, but no friend

to the Kirk, was alfo committioned by King James to repre-

sent that Church. He was taken into confultation, and

joined in Suffrage with the Englifh Divines, fo as to

make one College ; for the Divines of each Nation gave

but one vote in the Synod, as their united SenSe : arid

though Balcanqual did not wear the habits of the Englifh

Divines, nor fet with them in the Synod, having a place by

himfelf as Representative of the Scots Kirk, yet (fays the

Bifhop of Landaff) his apparel was decent, and in all re-

fpe&s he gave much Satisfaction. His Majefty's inftru&ions

to them were (i.) To agree among themfelves about the

ftate of any queftion, and how far it may be maintained

agreeably to Scriptures and the Do&rine of the Church of

England. (2.)To advife the Dutch Ministers not to infift

in their Sermons upon fcholaftick points, but to abide by

their former Confettion of Faith, and thofe of their

neighbour reformed Churches. (3.) That they mould con-

sult the King's Honour, the peace of the diftra&ed Church-

es, and behave in all things with gravity and modera-

tion.

When all the members of the Synod were got together

they took the following oath, in the twenty third Sefllon,

each perfon Standing up in his place, and laying his hand on

his heart.

Their Oath.

Brandt, " T Promife before God, whom I believe and worfhip.
Vol. Iir. tt X as here prefent, and as the Searcher of the Rein*

'

. ' " and Hearts, that during the whole courfe of the
u transactions of this Synod, in v/hich there will be made
* an enquiry into, and judgment and decifion of, not

only the well known Five Points, and all the difficul-

ties refulting from thence, but likewife of all other forts

of Doctrines; I will not make ufe of any kind of hu-

man writings, but only of the Word of God, as a Sure

and infallible rule of Faith. Neither will I have any
other thing in view throughout this whole dilcuttlon,

" but

t(
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" but the honour of God, the peace hf the Church, and
." above all,, the prefervation of the purity of Doctrine.

»f So help me, my Saviour Jefus Chrift, whom I ardently

" befeech to affift me in this my defign, by his holy
" Spirit."

This was all the oath that was taken (fays Bifhop Hall) as

I hope to be faved. It was therefore a vile infinuation of

Mr. John Goodwin, who in his Redemption redeemed,

p.395.charged them with taking a previous oath to condemn
the oppofite party on what terms foever. " It grieves my
** foul, fays the Bifhop, to fee any learned Divine raifing
<c fuch imaginary Conjectures ; but fince I have feen it, I

" blefs God that I yet live to vindicate them [1651.] by
" this my knowing, and clear atteftation, which I am ready
u to fecond with the folemnefl oath, if requir'd."

The Synod continued to the 29th of May, in which
time there were one hundred and eighty SefTions. In the

hundred and forty fifth Sefiion, and 30th of April, the

Belgick Confeffion of Faith was debated, and put to

the queftion, which the Englifh Divines agreed to, except

the Articles relating to the " Parity of Minifters and Eccle-
* f

fiaftical Difcipline." They faid, they had carefully ex-

amined the faid ConfelTion, and did not find any thing

therein, with " refpecl: to Faith and Doctrine," but what Brandt. Vol.

was in the main conformable to the word of God. They Ul
- P* 288,

added, that they had likewife confidered the Remonftrants

[Arminians] exceptions againfl the faid confeffion, and de-

clared, that they were of fuch a nature as to be capable of

being made . againfl: all the confefTions of other reformed

Churches. They did not pretend to pafs any judgment up-
on the Articles relating to their Church Government, but

only maintained, that their own Church Government was
founded upon Apoftolical Inflitution.

Mr. John Hales of Eaton, Chaplain to the Englifh Am- Behaviour

bafTador Carlton, fat among the hearers for fome weeks, of the Rc~

and having taken notes of all that part, tranfmitted them Hale's R«/
twice or thrice a week to his Excellency at the Hague. Af- main*, p.

ter his departure Dr. Balcanqual, the Scots Commiffioner, 5°£' ' ''"»

and Dr. Ames carried on the correfpondence. Mr. Hales
5%^ '

obferves, that the Remonftrants behaved on feveral occafi-

ons very imprudently, not only in the manner of their De-
bates, but in declining the Authority of the Synod, though

fummoned by the Civil Magiilrate in the mofl unexception-

G 3 able
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able manner. The Five points of difference between the

Calvinifts and Arminians, after a long hearing, were deci-

ded in favour of the former. After which the Remonftrant

Mtfiifters were difmiffed the Affcmbly, and banifhed the

Country within a limited time, except they fubmitted to

the new contc lion ; on which occafion there part fome very

hard Speeches on both Sides, and Appeals to the final judg-

ment of God.

Arj of the When the opinion of the Brififh Divines was read, upon
EngiifliDi- (he extent of Chrifl's death, it was obferved, that they

b"
es

j omitted the received diilinotion between the Sufficiency and

256. Efficacy of it ; nor did they touch upon the received limr.a-r-

iion of thofe Paftages, which fpeaking of Chrifl's dying lor

the whole World, arc ufually interpreted of the " World
M of the Elecl," Dr. Davenant and fome of his brethren

inclining to the Doctrine of " Univerfal Redemption."

An all other points there was a perfect harmony ; and even

in this Bancanqual lavs, King James and the Archbifliop of

Canterbury deiired them to comply, though Heylin lavs,

their instructions were not to oppofe the Doctrine of Uni-

verial Redemption. But Dr. Davenant and Ward were for

a middle way between the two extremes : they maintained

the " Certainty of the Salvation of a certain number of

" the Elect," and that offers of pardon were fent not only

to all that mould believe and repent, but to all that heard

the Gofpel ; and that Grace fufficient to convince and per-

Juade the Impenitent (lb as to lay the blame of iheir con-

demnation upon themfelves) went along with thefe offt rs ;

that the Redemption of Chrifl and his Merits were applica-

ble to thefe, and confequently there was a pofTibilitv oi their

Salvation. However, they complied with the S\ nod, and

declared their confelTion in the main, agreeable to the

word of God ; but this gave rife to a report fome years af-

ter, that they had deferled the Doctrine of the Church of

England ; upon which Bifhop Hall exprels'd his concern to

Dr. Davenant in thefe words, " I fhall live and die in the

*' futfiage of that Synod of Dort ; and I do confidently

** avow, that thofe other opinions [of Arminius] cannot
" (land with the Doctrine ct the Church of England,"

To which Bifhop Davenant replied in thefe words, " I

ff know that no Man can embrace Arminianiim in the

f* Doctrines of Prcdeltination and Grace, but he mult uc-
c; fert the Articles agreed upon by the Church of England ;

'f nor in the point of Perfeverance, but he mull vary from
f* the received opinions ot our belt approved Doctors in

the



Chap. II. of the Puritans. 103

" tne
r
Englifh Church." Yet Heylin has the affnrance to King

fay, " That though the Arminian Controverfy brought ^'^g
*

" fome trouble for the prefent to the Churches of Holland, .__ -
v
-„_j

" it was of greater advantage to the Church of England, i-iiit. I'refb.

" whofe Do&rine in thofe points had been fo over-born by P f®
1^" the Calvinifts, that it was almoft reckon'd for an herefy j|j^
q

" to be found and orthodox [i. e. an Arminian] according
<{

to the Book of Articles, eftablifhed by Law in the Church
'< of England." He adds, " That King James did not
e<

appear for Calvinifm out of judgment, but for reafons of

" State, and from a perfonal friendlhip to Prince Maurice,
" who had put himfelf at their head. He therefore fent

" fuch Divines as had zeal enough to condemn the Re-
" monftrants, though it was well known that he had dif-

" approved the Articles of Lambeth, and the Doctrine of
<f Predellination ; nor was it a fecret what advice he had
" given Prince Maurice before he put himfelf at the head
« of the Calvinifts.'"

When the Synod was' broke up people fpake of it in a Ccnfures of

very different manner ; the States of Holland were hierhly t{ieSynod«

f.itisfied ; they gave handlome rewards to the chief Divines, , 07-

and ordered the original Records of their Proceedings to be

kept amongff: their Archives. The Englifh Divines ex-

prefs'd full fatjsfa&ion in the proceedings of the Synod. Mr.
Baxter fays, the Chriftian World fince, the d*ays of the

Apoitles never had an Affembly of more excellent Divines

ti.il this time. The learned jacobus Capellus, Profefibr of

Leyden, faid, that the equity of the Fathers of this Synod
was fuch, that no Iaftance can be given fince the Apcfiolick

age, of any other Synod, in which die Hereticks were
heard with more Patience, or which proceeded with a better

temper, or more fanctiiy. P. Du Moulin, Paulus Servita,

znd the Author of the Life of Walrcus fpeak the fame
language. But others poured contempt upon the Synod,
and burlefqu'd their proceedings in the following lines.

" Dordrechti Synodus, Nodus ; Chorus integer, seger ;

" Conven.tus, ventus, Seffio, Stramen, Amen.

Lewis du Moulin, with all the favourers of the Arminian
Doctrines, as Heylin, Womack, Brandt, &x. charge the

Synod with partiality and unjuftifiable feverity. But upon
the whole, they proceeded as well as mofl affemblies anti-

cnt or modern, who pretend to eitablifh Articles of Faith

G 4 for
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King for other people with penal San&ions. I fhall take leave of

r6»8
tn *s venerable Synod with this further remark , that King

\_.,—v
—.j James's fending oyer Divines to fet in this aflembly, was

an open acknowledgment of the validity of ordination by
mere Prefbyters ; for here was a Bifhop of the Church of

England fetting as a private Member in a Synod of Divines,-,

of which a mere Prefbyter was the Prefident.

Proceeding? ^n ^ne Summer of the year 1617, King James made a

in Scotland, progrefs into Scotland, to advance the epifcopal caufe in.

that Country ; the Chapel of Edinburgh was adorned after

the manner of Whitehall ; piftnres being carried from
hence with the Statues of the twelve Apoftles, which were,

fet up in the Church. His Majefty treated his Scots Sub*:

je£ts with a haughty diftance ; telling them, both in the

Parliament and General Aflembly, " That it was a power
" innate ; a princely fpecial prerogative which Chriftian
*' Kings have, to order and difpofe external things in the

" outward polity of the Church, as we with our Bifhops
'* fhall think fit ; and firs for your approving or difapprov-r

" ing ; deceive not yourfelves, I will not have my rea-

Calderw. " fbn oppofed." Two Acts relating to the Church were
Ch. Hia. in pafs'd this Seflion ; one concerning the choice of Arch-?

bifhops and Bifhops, and another for the reftitution of chap-

ters ; but the Minifters protefted againft both, for which
feveral of them were fufpended and deprived, and fome of

them banifhed, as the Melvins, Mr. Forbes, 6Vc, and as

the famous Mr.Calder\vood,Authorof the ** Altare Damaf-
cenum," had been before ; which Book when one of the

Englifh Prelates promifed to anfwer, the King replied,

*' What will you anfwer, Man ? there is nothing here than
" Scripture, Reafon, and Fathers."

Next year a Convention or AfTembly was fummoned to

meet at Perth, Auguft, 25. 161 8. It confifted of fome
Noblemen, Statefmen, Barons and Burgefies, cholen on
purpofe to bear down the Minifters ; and with what vio-

lence things were carried, God, and all indifferent Specta-

tors, (fays my Author) are witneffes. In this Aflembly,

the Court and Bifhops made a fhift to carry the following

five Articles.

c/mo?
"'" r# That the Holv Sacrament fhall be received kneel-

Path. Jng.

2. That Minifters fhatl be obliged to adminifter the Sa-

crament in private houfes to the fick, if they deflre it.

3. That
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3. That Minifters may baptize Children privately at

home in cafes of necefllty, only certifying it to the congre-

gation the next Lord's Day. <

4. That Minifters mall bring fuch Children of their pa- Courfc

rifh as can fay their Catechifm, and repeat the Lord's n{or™ '

Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, to the Bifnops,

to confirm and give them their BlelTing,

5. That the Feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, Whitfojn-

tide, and the Afcenfion of our Saviour, fhall fot the future

be commemorated in the Kirk of Scotland.

The King ordered thefe articles to be publifhed at the Ratified in

Market Crpfles of the feveral Burroughs, and the Minifters Parliament.

to read them in their pulpits ; but the greateft number of

of the latter refufed, there being no penalty, except the

King's difpleafure : But the vote of the AlTembly at Perth

not being furficient to eftablifh thefe articles into a law, it

was refolved to ufe all the intereft of the Court to carrv

them thro' the Parliament. This was not attempted till

the year 1 62 1, when the Parliament met on the firft of

June, the minifters had prepared a amplication againft the

Five Articles, giving reafons why they fhould not be receiv-

ed or confirmed, and came to Edinburgh in great numbers
to fupport it. Upon this, the King's Commiftioner, by ad-

vice of the Bifliops and Council, iflued out a proclamation,

commanding all minifters to depart out of Edinburgh within

twenty hours, Except the fettled Minifters of the city, and

juch as fhall have a licenfe from the Bifhop. The Minifters

obey'd, but left behind them a proteftation againft the arti-

cles, and an admonition to the members of parliament not

to ratify them, as they would anfwer it in the Day of Judg-
ment. They alledged, that the aftembly of Perth was il-

legal, and that the articles were againft the privileges of

the Kirk, -and the eftablilhed laws of the kingdom: But
the Court intereft prevailed, and with much difficulty the

articles were ratified, contrary to the fenfe of the Kirk and
Nation. This bred a great deal of ill blood, and raifed a

new perfecution throughout the kingdom, many of the

Prelbyterian Minifters being fined, imprifoned, and banifh-

ed by the High CommuTion, at a time when, by their inte-

reft with the people, it was in their power to have turned

their tafk-mafters out of the kingdom.
Thus far King James proceeded towards the reftitution of

Epifcopacy in Scotland ; but one thing was ftill wanting to

compleat the work, which was a publick Liturgy, or Book
of
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King f Common Prayer. Several confutations were held upon

161S.
.^is neac* » but tne King being allured it would occafion an

IS~Y\J infurreclion over the whole kingdom wifely drop'd it, and
left that unhappy work to be finifhed by his fon, whofe im-
posing it upon the Kirk, without confent of Parliament or
General Alfembly, fet fire to the difcontents of the people,
which had been gathering for fo many years.

Seiden's To return to England. This year the learned Mr. Sel-
Recanta-

cjen was furnmoned before the High Commiflion, for pub-
lifhing his Hiftory of Tithes, in which he proves them not
to be of divine, but human appointment ; and, after many
threatnings, was obliged to fign the following recantation.

My good Lords,

IMoft humbly acknowledge my error in publifhing the

Hiftory of Tithes, and efpecially in that I have at all

: (by fhewing any interpretation of Holy Scriptures, by
; meddling with Councils, Fathers, or Canons, or by
; what elfe foever occurs in it) offered any occafion of ar-

gument againft any right of maintenance, Jure Divino,

of the Minifters of the Gofpel ; befeeching your Lord-

fhips to receive this ingenuous and humble acknowledg-

ment, together with the unfeigned proteftation of my
grief, for that I have fo incur'd his Majefty's and your

Lordfhips difpleafure, conceived againft me in behalf of

the Church of England."

Jan. 28, 1618. John Selden.

Fuller, But notwithstanding this fubmifTion, Mr. Fuller fays, 'tis

Book X. certain that a fiercer ftorm never fell upon all Parfonage .

nJl°' Barns fince the Reformation, than what was raifed up by

p. 717.' this Treatife ; nor did Mr. Selden quickly forget their flop-

ping his mouth after this manner.

Mr. Brad This year died the Reverend Mr. William Bradfhaw,

fluw's death born at Bofworth in Leieefterfhire, 1571, and educated in

2nd cba- Emanuel College, Cambridge. He was afterwards removed,

and admitted Fellow of Sidney College ; where he got an

enfy admiffion into the Miniftry, being difpenfed with in

fome things that he fcrupled. He preached firil as a Lec-

turer at Abington, and then at Steeple-Morton. At length,

by the recommendation of Dr. Chaddcrton, he was fettled

at
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at Chatham in Kent, in the year 1601 ; but hefore he had

been there a twelve-month, he was fent for by the Arch-

biihop to Shorne, a town htuate between Rochetler and

Gravefend, and commanded to lubfcribe, which he refu-

fing, was immediately fufpended. The inhabitants ol

Chatham, in their petition for his reiteration, lay, that his

doctrine was mo ft wholefome, true, and learned, void ol

faction and contention ; and Ids life lb garnifhed with un-

blemifhed virtues and graces, as malice iticif could not re-

prove him. But all intercei'ions were to no purpofe : He
therefore removed into another Diocefe, where he obtained

a Licenfe, and at length was chofen Leciurer of Chrill

Church in London. Here he publifh'd a trtatife againil the

Ceremonies, for which lie was obliged to leave the city,

and retire to his friend Mr. Rednche's at Newhall in Lti-

eelter-fhire. The Eifhop's Chancellor followed him thi-

ther, with an inhibition to preach, but by the mediation of

a counle of good angels (fays my author) the reftraint was

taken off. In 1 His fiient and melancholy retirement he Gatak. Life

fpent the vigour and ftren&t-h of his days. At length, as c ljradlh •

he was attending Mrs. Redriche on a vdit to Cheliea, he

was fciz.ed with a violent fever, which in a few days put

an end to his life, in the forty eighth year of his age.

He was full of heavenly exprefiions in his la ft ficknefs,

and died -with great fatisfacrion in his Non-conformity.

Dr. Hall, Biihop of Norwich, gives him this chancier :

" That he was of a ifrong brain, and of a free fpirit,

" not fuffering himfelf for imall differences of judgment,
" to be alienated from his friends, to whom, notwith-
" ftanding his feeming aufterity, he was very pleafing in
u converfation, being rull of witty and harmltfs urbani~
(
' ty : He was very ilrong and eager in arguing, hearty.

*' in friendfhip, regardleis of the world, a defpifer of com-
" plimcnts, a lover of reality, full of digefted and excel-
" lent notions, a painh.il labourer in God's vineyard, and
" now, no doubt, glorioufly rewarded." Such was this

Light, which, by the feverity of the times, was put under
a bufhel !

In order to put a flop to the growth of Puritanifm, and Book of

fdence the objections of papifts againft the ftrictnefs of the Sports pub.

reformed Religion ; his Majefty this year publifhed, " A hfned '

" declaration to encourage recreations and fports on the
" Lord's Day," contrary to his proclamation in the flrftyear

of his reign ; and to the Articles of the Church of Ireland,

ratified under the; Great Sea!, 1615. in which the morality

of
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King of the Lord's Day is affirmed. M But (fays Heylin) the

1T1"
U Puritans> by raifing the Sabbath, took occafion to deprefs

^_jr
-v—>J>

" the Feftivals, and introduced, by little and little, a ge-

Hcyi. Hid. " neral neglect of the weekly Fafts, the holy Time of
Presb. p. ct Lent> and the Embring Days, reducing all A£teofHu-

' " miliation to folemn and occafional Fafts." Sad indeed/
" But this was not all the mifchief that enfued (fays th»
<c Doctor) for feveral Preachers and Juftices of the Peac*
n took occafion from hence to forbid all lawful fports on
(e the Lord's Day, by means whereof the Priefts and Je-
" fuits perfuaded the people in the northern Counties, that
u the reformed Religion was incompatible with that chri-

** ftian Liberty which God and nature had indulged to the
" fori 3 of men : So that to prelerve the people from Popery,
" his Majefty was brought under a necefllty to publifti

" the Book of Sports."

It was drawn up by Bifhop Moreton, and dated from
Greenwich, May 24, 161 8. and is to this effeft s " That
" for his good People's Recreation, his Majefty's pleafure
u was, that after the end of divine Service, they mould
n not be difturbed, letted, or difcouraged from any lawful
" Recreations ; fuch as Dancing, either of men or women,
" Archery for men, Leaping, Vaulting, or any fuch harm-
** lefs recreations ; nor having of May-games, Whitfon-
u ales, or Morrice-dances, or fetting up of May-poles, or
** other fports therewith ufed, fo as the fame may be had
" in due and convenient time, without impediment, or let

" of divine Service ; and that women fhould have leave
*' to carry Rumes to the Church for the decoring of it,

" according to their old Cuftoms ; withal prohibiting all

" unlawful Games to be ufed on Sundays only ; as Bear-
u baiting, Bull-baiting, Interludes, and at all times (in

"-the meaner fort of people prohibited) Bowling." Two
or three reftraints were were annexed to the Declaration,

which deferve the reader's notice : (1.) No Recufant, [i.e.

Papift] was to have the benefit of this Declaration, (x.)

Jtfor fuch as were not prefent at the whole of divine Service.

Nor (3.) fuch as did not keep to their own Parifti Churches,

that is, Puritans.

This Declaration was ordered to be read in all the Pa-

rifh Churches of Lancashire, which abounded with Papifts

;

and Wilfon adds, that it was to be read in all the Churches

of England ; but that Archbifhop Abbot being at Croydon,

flatly forbid its being read there. It was certainly an im-

prudent projeft, as well as a grief to all fober Proteftants

;

and
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and had the King infilled upon its being read throughout Kins

all the Churches at this time, I am apt to think it would ^"g/

have produced the fame Convulfions, as it did about fifteen ^—y—-J
years afterwards.

'Tis hard to account for the diftinction between lawful Rcmark g
,'

and unlawful Sports on the Lord's Day : If any Sports are

lawful, why not all ? What reafon can be given why Mor-
rice-dances, Revels, May-games, Whitfon-ales, Wakes, &c.

lhould be more lawful than Interludes, Bull-baiting, or

Bowls. It cannot arife from their moral nature
j v

for the

former have as great a tendency to promote Vice, as the

latter. But the Exceptions to the benefit of this Declara-

tion are more extraordinary : Could his Majefty think that

the Puritans, who were prefent at part of divine Service,

though not at the whole ; or that thofe who went to other

Parifh Churches for their better edification, would lay hold

of the liberty of his Declaration, when he knew they be-

lieved the morality of the Fourth Commandment, and that

no Ordinance of Man could make void the Law of God ?

Further, his Majefty debars RecuJants, [ i. e. Papifls] from

this liberty, which their Religion had always indulged them;
but thefe are now to be reftrained : The Papifb is to turn

Puritan, with regard to the Sabbath, being forbid the ufe

of lawful Recreations on the ford's Day ; and Protefiants

are to dance and revel, and go to their May-games on that

facred Day, to preferve them from Popery : But this Sub-

ject will return again in the next reign.

This Year and the next proved fatal to the Proteftant In-
sute ftbe

tereft in Germany, by the lofs of the Palatinate into the Proteftaru

hands of the Papifts, and the ruin of the Elector Frederick Religion in

V. King of Bohemia, who had married the King's only^£,7
Daughter. This being a remarkable Period, relating to

. the Ancestors of his prefent Majefty King George II. it will

.be no unuleful Digreffion to fet it in a proper light. The
Kingdom of Bohemia was elective, and becaufe their King
did not always refide with them, a certain number of per-

fons were chofen by the States, called Defenders, to fee

the laws put in Execution. There were two Religions efta-

blifhed by law ; one was called Sub-una, the other Sujb-

utraque ; the former were Roman Catholicks, and com-
municated under one Kind ; the latter Huffites and
fince the Reformation, Proteftants, who communica-

• ted under both Kinds. The Emperor Sigifmund v in order
to feeure his Election to this Kingdom, granted the

Rapin '

Huflites an Edict in the year 1435. whereby it was. decreed

. that
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there ihould be no Magiftrate or Freeman of the City of

Prague, but what was of their Religion. This was religi-

oufiy obferved till the year 1570. when, by order of Maxi-
milian, a Catholick was made a Citizen of Prague ; after

which time, the Edict was frequently broken, till at length

the Jefuits ere6ted a ftately College, and put the Papifts on

a level with the Proteltants. Matthias the prefent Emperor,
having adopted his Coufin Ferdinand of Aultria, had a mind
to get him the Crown of Bohemia ; for which purpofe, he

fummoned an Affembly of the States, without fending, as

ufual, to the Proteftants of Silefia, Moravia, and the Up-
per and Lower Allatia : Thefe therefore not attending (ac-

cording to the Emperor's wiih) made the Catholicks a ma-
jority, who declared Ferdinand prefumptive fucceflcr to

Matthias ; after which, he was crowned at Prague, and re-

Tided at Gratz. The Defenders taking notice of this breach

of their Conftitution, and perceiving the cicllgn of the Im-
perial Court to extirpate the Protectant Religion, fummoned
an affembly of all the States, and among others, thofe of

Silefia, Moravia, and Allatia, who drew up a petition to

the Emperor, to demand the execution of the laws, and a

reafonable fatisfa6tion for the injuries they had received ;

after which they adjourned jhcmfelves to the Monday after

Rogation week, 161 8. 'I he Emperor, inftcad of granting

their requefb, ordered his Lieutenant to hinder the re-af-

iembling of the States, as being called without his licence ;

but the States affembled according to their adjournment,

and being informed of the force that was defigned againil

them, went in a body to the Chancery, and having fei/.ed

the Emperor's Chief Juftice, the Secretary, and another of

his Council, they threw them out of the CalUe Window,
and then drove the Jefuits out of the City. In order to

juftify their Proceedings they pubhfhcd to the world an

Apology, and having figned a coniederacy, to ftand by one

another againfr. all oppofers, they chofc twenty four Pro-

tectors, empowering them to raife forces, and levy fuch

taxes as they mould find neceffary.

F.tcSor In this fituation of affairs the Emperor, who was alio

Palatine King of Bohemia, died, and on the 1 8th of Aug. 1619.
ciotn K. o*" Ferdinand was chofen his fuccefTor in the Empire, but the
Kfc. ...-[ma. . .f

Bohemians not only (hfowned him for their King, but de-

clared the Throne vacant, anil on Sept. 5. elccled Frede-

rick, Elector Palatine, Kins; James's Son in law, for ttair

So\ereign. Deputies were immediately lent to acquaint

him with the choice, and pray him to repair immediately

to
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to Prague. Frederick difpatched an exprefs to England, to

defire the advice of his Father in law ; but the affair not ad-

mitting of lb long delay, he accepted of the Kingdom, and

was crown'd at Prague Nov. 4.

All the Proteftant Electors rejoiced at this providence,

and gave him the title of King of Bohemia ; as did mod of

the Proteftant Powers of Europe, except the King of Eng-

land. It was acceptable news to the Englifh Puritans, to

hear of a Proteftant King in Bohemia; and they earnefily
l0 ^fp^n-

defired his Majefty to fupport him, as appears by Archbi- tans,

fhop Abbot's letter, who was known to fpeak the fenfe of

that whole party. This Prelate being alked his opinion as

a Privy Counfellor, wbile he was confined to his bed with

•the Gout, writ the following letter to the Secretary of Slate.

" That it was his opinion, that the Elector fhould accept ^bah b I.

" the Crown; that England fhould fupport him openly ; p. ii.

" and, that as foon as news of his Coronation ihould ar-

" rive, the bells fhould be rung, guns fired, and bonfires

" made, to let all Europe fee, that the King was deter-

" mined to countenance him." The Archbifhop adds,

" 'Tis a great honour to our King, to have fuch a Son
" made a King ; methinks, I forefee in this the work of

" God, that by degrees the Kings of the earth fhall leave

" the Whore to Defolation. Our ftriking in, will comfort
" the Bohemians, and bring in the Dutch and the Dane,
" and Hungary will run the fame Fortune. As for money
" and means let us trull God and the Parliament, as the

" old and honourable way of raifing money. This from
'* my bed, (fays the brave old Prelate) Sept. 12th 161 9.

" and when I can Hand I will do better fervice."

But the King difliked the Archbilhop's letter, as built But dinged

upon Puritan Principles; he had an ill opinion of Elective by the Eng-

Kingdoms, and of the peoples power to difpofe of Crowns ;
!lftl (- ourt -

befides, he was afraid of difobliging the Roman Catholic!;

Princes, and in particular the King of Spain, a near relation

of the new Emperor's, with whom he was in treaty for a

Wife for his Son ; fo that the Elector's Envoy, after long

waiting, was fent back, with an admonition to his Son in

law to refufe the Crown ; but this being loo late, he took it

into his head to perfuade him to quit it, and ftood ftill, of-

fering his mediation, and lending Ambaffadors, while the

Emperor raifed a powerful army, not only to reduce thc-

Kingdom of Bohemia, but to difpolTefs the Elector of his

hereditary Dominions. Several Prince s of Europe gave the

King notice of the defigo, and exhorted him to fupport the

Pro.
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Proteftant Religion in the Empire ; but his Majefty was
deaf to all advice, and for the fake of a Spanilh Wife for

his Son, fuffered his own Daughter, with her numerous fa-

mily of Children, to be fent a begging, and the balance

of Proteftant Power to be loft in the Empire ; for the next
fummer the Emperor and his Allies having conquered
the Palatinate entered Bohemia, and about the middle of
November fought the decifive battle of Prague, wherein
Frederick's army was entirely routed ; his hereditary Do-
minions, which had been the fancfcuary of the Proteftant*

in Queen Mary's Reign, were given to the Duke of Bava-
ria a Papift ; the noble Library of Heidelburg was carried

off to the Vatican at Rome, and the Elector himfelf, with

his Wife and Children, forced to fly into Holland in a

. ftarving condition.

Hcuiarks. Had the King of England had any remains of honour,

courage, or regard for the Proteftant Religion, he might
have preferved it in the Palatinate, and eftabliftied it in Bo-
hemia, by which the balance of Power would have been on
that fide ; but this cowardly Prince would never draw his

Sword for the beft Caufe in the world ; however, this no-

ble Family was the care of divine Providence, during a

long exile of twenty eight Years ; after which they were
rertored to their Dominions by the treaty of Munfter, 1648.

and declared prefumptive heirs of the Crown of Great Bri-

tain, in the laft year of King William III. of which they

took pofleflion upon the death of Q^Anne, 17 14. to the in-

exprefli ble joy of the Proteftant Diflenters, and of all that

loved the reformed Religion and the Liberties of their

Country.

1620. Among the Brownifts in Holland we have mention'd the
Puritans fet- Reverend Mr. John Robinfon of Leyden, the Father of

El-Hand^ tne Independants, whofe numerous Congregation being on
the decline, by their aged members dying off, and their

children marrying into Dutch families, they confulted how
to preferve their Church and Religion ; and at length, after

feveral folemn addrefles to Heaven for direction, the younger

part of the Congregation refolved to remove into fome part

of America, under the Protection of the King ot Eng-
land, where they might enjoy the liberty of their con-

fciences, and be capable of encouraging their Friends and

Countrymen to follow them. Accordingly they fent

over Agents into England, who, after they had obtain-

ed a Patent from the Crown, agreed with feveral Mer-
chants to become Adventurers in this Undertaking. Se-

veral
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veral of Mr. Robinfon's Congregation fold their Eftates, King

arid made a common Bank, with which they purchafed a ^g2

" r*

fmall Ship of fixty Tons, and hired another of one hun- .^ ' j
dred and eighty^ The Agents failed into Holland with

their own Ship, to take in as many of the Congregation as

were willing to embark, while the other veffcl was freight-

ing with ail neceffaries for the new Plantation. All tilings

being ready-, "Mr. Robinfon kept a day of Fading and Pray-

er- with his Congregation, and took his leave of the Adven-
turers with the following exhortation.

Brethren,
" TT7E are now quickly to part from one another, and Mr. Robin

-

f< VV whether I may ever live to fee your .Faces on ^
n s ParUnS

t{ Earth any more, the God of Heaven only knows ; but his Congre-
" Xvhether the Lord has appointed that or no, I charge you gation.

" before God and his bleffed Angels, that you follow me
'* no farther than you have feen me follow the Lord Jefus
" Chrift.

" If God reveal any thirig to you, by any other inftru-
t{ ment of his, be as ready to receive it as ever you was to

** receive any truth by my Miniftry ; for I am verily per-
" fuaded, the Lord has more truth yet to break forth out of
" his holy word. For my part, I cannot fufficjently be-
'* wail the condition of the reformed Churches, who are
" come to a period in Religion, and will go at prefent nb
" farther than the instruments of their Reformation. The
" Lutherans can't be drawn to go beyond what Luther
*' faw ; whatever part of his will our God has revealed to
'* Calvin, they will rather die than embrace it ; and the
" Calvinifts, you fee, (lick fa ft where they were left by
" that great Man of God, who yet faw not all things.

" This is a mifery much to be lamented ; for though
*{ they were burning and fhining Lights in their times, yet
" they penetrated not into the whole Counfel of God ; but
*' were they now living, would be as willing to embrace
*' further Light as that which they firft received. I be-
" feech you, remember, 'tis an Article of your Church
" Covenant, that " Yoii be ready to receive whatever
" truth fhall be made known to you from the written word
" of God." Remember that, and every other Article of

" your facred Covenant. But I muft herewithal exhort
*' you, to take heed what you receive as truth, examine it,

4C confider it, and compare it with other Scriptures of truth,

" before you receive it ; for it is not poflible the Chriftian

Vol. II, H " World
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Colony of

New Pli-

mouih.

" World mould come fo lately out of fuch thick Antichri-

" flian darknefs, and that perfection of knowledge mould
" break fotth at once.

" I mud alfo advife you to abandon, avoid, and make
c ' off the name of Brownifts, 'tis a mere Nick-name, and
" a brand for the making Religion, and the ProfefTors of
" it, odious to the Chriftian World."

On the ifl of July the Adventurers went from Leyden
to Delfthaven, whither Mr. Robinfon and the Ancients di

his Congregation accompanied them ; they continued toge-

ther all night, and next morning, after mutual embraces,

Mr. Robinfon kneeled down on the Sea-more, and with a

fervent prayer committed them to the protection and blefllng

of Heaven. The adventurers were about one hundred and

twenty, who, having joined their other Ship, fail'd for

New England, Augufl 5. but one of their vefTels proving

leaky they left it, and imbarked in one vefTel, which arriv-

ed at Cape Cod, November the 9th, 1620. Sad was the

condition of thefe poor Men, who had the Winter before

them, and no accommodations at land for their entertain-

ment ; mod of them were in a weak and fickly condition

with the voyage, but there was no remedy ; they there-

fore mann'd their Long-boat, and having coailed the more,

at length found a tolerable harbour, where they landed

their effects, and on the 25th of December began to build

a Store-houfe, and fome fmall cottages to preferve them
from the weather. Their company was divided into nine-

teen families, each family having an allotment of land for

lodging and gardens, in proportion to the number of per-

fons of which it confided ; and to prevent difputes, the fitu-

ation of each family Was decided by lot. They agreed

likewife upon fome laws for their Civil and Military Go-
vernment, and having chofen a Governor, they called the

place of their Settlement by the name of New Pfimouth.

Inexprefllble were the hardfhips thefe newPlanters under-

went the firfl Winter ; a fad mortality raged among them,

©1 cafioned by the fatigues of their late voyage, by the fe-

verity of the weather, and their want of neccflaries. The
Country was full of woods and thickets; their poor cottages

could not keep them warm ; they had no Phyfician, nor

wholefomc food, fo that within two or three months half the

company was dead, and of them that remained, which were

about fifty, not above fix or feven at a time were capable

of
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of helping the reft ; but as the fpring came on they recove- Kins

red, and having received feme frefh fupplies from their -

jgj
,

"

friends in England, they maintained their Italian, and laid k^^^-^^J

the foundation of one of the noblefl fettlements in Ameri-

ca, which from that time has proved an Afylum for the

Non-conformifls under all their oppreffions.

To return to England ; though the King had fo lately Rife ofihe

expreffed a zeal for the Doclrines of Calvin at the Synod °f
f[

f

Gbulu
Dorr, it now appeared that he had fhaken them off, by his

advancing the moll zealous Arminians, as Buckeridge,

Neile, Harfnet and Laud, to fome of the beil Bimopricks

in the Kingdom. Thefe Divines, apprehending their prin-

ciples hardly confident with the thirty nine Articles, fell in

with the prerogative, and covered themfelves under the

wing of his Majesty's pretenfions to unlimited pov/er, which

gave rife to a new diftin&ion at Court between Church and

State Puritans. All were Puritans with King James, who .

flood by the Laws of the Land in oppofitiori to his arbitrary

Government, though otherwife never fo good Church-

men ; thefe were " Puritans in the State," as thofe who
fcrupled the ceremonies, and flood by the Doclrines of

Calvin, were in the Church. The Church Puritans were

comparatively few, but being joined by thofe who ilood by
the conflitution, they became the majority of the Nation.

To balance thefe the King protected and countenanced the

Arminians and Papifls, who joined heartily with the prero-

gative and ^became a State Faction againit the old Englifh

conflitution. The parties being thus formed grew up in-

to hatred of each othar. All that oppofed the King's arbi-

trary meafures were called at Court by the name of Puri-

tans ; and thofe that flood by the Crown in oppofition to the

Parliament, went by the names of Papifls and Armini-

ans. Thefe were the feeds of thofe factions which occafion-

ed all the diflurbances of the following Reign.

The Palatinate being loll, and the King's Son-in-law and 162^

Daughter forced to take fanftuary in Holland, all the World J°p^
n^

murmured at his Majefly's indolence, both as a Father and menU
a Proteflant ; thefe murmurs obliged him at length to have
recourfe to a Parliament, from whom he hoped to fqueeze

a little money to fpend upon his pleafures ; at the opening
of the Parliament, Jan. 20. 1620-i. his Majefly told them,
*' That they were no other than his Council, to give him
'* advice as to what hs mould afk. 4v 'Tis the King (fays

" he) that makes laws/* and ye are to advife him to make
fi fuch as will be fegil for the Common-wealth ;

—" With
H 2 il regard
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regard to his tolerating Popery, on the account of his Son's

Match, he profeffes, " He will do nothing but what
" mall be for the good of Religion." With regard to

the Palatinate he fays, " If he can't get it reftor'd by fair

" means, his Crown, his Blood, and his Sen's Biood, mail
" be fpent for its recovery." He therefore commands
them not to hunt after grievances, but to be quick and

fpeedy in giving him money. Though the Parliament did

not believe the King's Speech, yet the occafion was fo

reafonable, that the Commons immediately voted him two
entire Subfidies, and the Clergy three ; but finding his

Majeuy awed by the Spaniard, and making no preparation

for war, they began to enquire into grievances, upon which
the King adjourned the Houfes ; (a power not claimed by

any of his predeceflbrs.) But upon the day of adjourn-

ment the Commons drew up a Declaration, wherein they

fay, " That being touched with a true fenfe, and fellovv-

" feeling of the Sufferings of the King's Children, and of

" the true profeffers of the fame Chriftian Religion pro-

" feffed by the Church of England in foreign parts, as

" Members of the fame Body, they unanimoufly declare,

" that they will be ready, to the utmofl of their power,
" both with their Lives and Fortunes, to aflift hisMajeily
" fo, as that he may be able to do that with the Sword
" which by a peaceable courfe fhall not be effected."

Their lie- Upon their re-aflembling in the month of November,
monftrance finding the King ilill amufed by the Spanifn Match, while

pfits?
l

'

nc P'roteftapt Interefr. in the Palatinate was expiring, the

Commons drew up a large Remonftrance, in which they

reprcfent the danger of the Protectant Religion from the

Growth of Popery, from the open refort of Papills to the

AmbafTadors Chapels ; from the frequent and numerous
Conventicles both in City and Country ; from the interpo-

fing of foreign Ambrdfadors in their favour ; from the com-
pounding of their forfeitures for fuch fmall fums of money
as amounts to little lefs than a toleration ; from the educati-

on of Gentlemen's Children in Popilh Seminaries, and

the licentious printing and publifhing Pcpifh Books

;

wherefore they pray his Majeltv to take his Sword in

,
hand for the Recovery of the Palatinate, to put the

rbitrary be* l*""3 ' n execution againil Papills, to break off the Spa-

nish Match, and to marry his Son to a Proteftant Prin-

gP"V p" cefs The King hearing of this Remenftranes fen t the
4

' ^ Speakef a Letter from New-Market to acquaint the

lloulc,
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Houfe, " That he abfoluteiy forbid their meddling with Kins

" any thing concerning his Government, or with his Son's ^ti.'
" Match;" and to keep them in awe, his Majefty declar- u*y—«.
ed, " That he thinks himfelf at liberty to puniih any
** Man's mifdemeanor's in Parliament, as well during their

" fitting, as after, which he means not to fpare hereafter
ct upon occafion of any Man's infolent behaviour in the
et Houfe." In anfwer to this letter the Commons drew up
a petition toprefent with their Remonftrance, in which they

infift upon the laws of their Country, and the freedom of

debates in Parliament. The King writ them a long An-
fwer, which concludes with denying them, what they call

" Their ancient and undoubted Right and Inheritance."

The Commons in debate upon his Majefry's Anfwer, drew
up a Proteftation in maintenance of their claim, and cauf-

ed it to be entered in their Journal Book. Upon this the

King being come to London, declared in Council the pro-

teftation to be null, and with great indignation tore it cut

of the Book with his own hand. A few days after he
diffolved the Parliament, and iffued out a Proclamation,

forbidding his Subjects to talk of State Affairs. He alfo Wilfon,

committed the leading Members to prifon, as Sir Edward P # *5°-

Coke, Sir Robert Philips, Mr. Selden, Mr. Pym, and Mr. £^3.
Mallery ; others were fent into Ireland, and the Earls of Ox-
ford and Southampton were fent to the Tower.
The King having parted with his Parliament was at 1622.

liberty to gratify the Spaniard, by indulging the Papifts ; Lawsagainft

for this purpofe the Lord Keeper Williams, by his Ma-j^forc"

jetty's Command, writ to ali the Judges, " That in their Fuller,

" feveral circuits they difcharge all prifoners for Church B« X.

" recufancy ; or for refufing the Oath of Supremacy ; p" 19u

" or for difperfing Popifh Books ; or hearing or faying
" Mafs ; or for any other point of Recufancy that con-
" cerned Religion." Accordingly all the Jefuits and Po-
pifh Recufants of all forts were enlarged, to the uumber
( fays Mr. Prynne ) of four thoufand ; all profecution*

were flayed, and the penal laws fufpended. Upon this,

great numbers of Jefuits, and orher Miflionaries, flocked

into England ; Mafs was celebrated openly in the Countries;

and in London their private AfTemblies were fo crouded, that

at a meeting in Black Fryars [Nov. 5. V622. N. S.] the

floor funk under them and killed the Preacher and ninety

three of the hearers.

H * While



n8 The HISTORY Vol.11.

K >nS While the Papifts were countenanced, the Court and the

j522.

L new Bifhops bore hard upon the Puritans, filling the Pul-

u-v-O pits with Men of arbitrary principles, and punifhing thofe

Mr. who dared to preach for the Rights of the Subject. The

Sm^a Reverencl Mr. Knight of Broadfgate Hall, in a Sermon

gainftthe before the Univerfity of Oxford on 2 Kings xix. 9. advan-

Prerpgative. ced this propcfition, " That fubordinate Magiftrates might
" lawfully make ufe of force, and defend thcmfelves, the

" Commonwealth, and the true Religion in the field, a-
c< gain ft the chief Magiftrate, within the cafes and condi-
<£ tions following, 1. When the chief Magiilrate turns

f* Tyrant. 2. When he forces his Subjects upon Blafphe-

" my or Idolatry. 3. When any intolerable burthens or

" preffures are laid upon them. And, 4. When refift-

f ance is the only expedient to fecure their Lives, their
(c Fortunes, and the Liberty of their Confciences." The
Court being informed of this Sermon fent for the Preach-

er, and afked him, What authority he had for his affer-

tion ? He anfwered, Paroeus on Romans xiiith, but, that

his principal authority was King James himfelf, who was
fending adiftance to the Rochellers againft their natural

Prince. Upon this bold Anfwer Mr. Knight was confined

in the Gate-Houfe ; Paraeus's Commentaries v/ere burnt

at Oxford and London ; his affertions were condemned as

falfe and feditious ; and the Univerfity of Oxford in full

Oxford Convocation paffed a Decree, " That it was not lawful

Decree, " for Subjects to appear offenfively in arms againft their

f' King on the fcore of Religion, or on any other account,

" according to the Scripture" How this was reconcilea-

ble with the King's aftifting the French Hugonots, I muft

leave with the Reader. But to bind the Nation down
for ever in principles of flavery, all Graduates of the Uni-

verfity of Oxford were enjoined to fubfcribe the above-

-

mentioned Decree, and to fwear, " That they would al-

" ways continue of the fame opinion." Was there ever

fuch an unreafonahle oath ? For a Man to fwear he will

always be of the fame mind ! But fuch was the feverity of

the times

!

But to diftrefs the Puritants more effectually, the King
fent the following directions to the Archbifhop, to be com-

(unJions to
"tonicated to all the Clergy of his Province. Dated from

reftrain Windfor, Aug. ic, iGzz.
preaching

!rines°of \' " That no Preacher under a Bifliop or Dean, fliall

Calvin. " make a let diicourfe, or fall into any common-place of

" Divinity
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Divinity in his Sermons, not comprehended in the thirty-
T
K 'nS

•
a • 1 ' Tames I*

nine Articles. J
...„_

2. ' That no Parfon, Vicar, Curate or Lecturer, mall ._
-
T
-,_

" preach any Sermon hereafter, on Sundays or Holidays in
* l the afternoon, but expound the Catechifm, Creed, or

" Ten Commandments ; and that thofe be mod encouraged
" who catechife Children only.

3. " That no Preacher under a Bifhop orDean, pre-

" fume to preach in any popular Auditory on the deep
" points of Predeftination, Election, Reprobation ; or of
" the Univerfality, Efficacy, Refiftibility or Irrefiftibility of
" God's Grace.

4. " That no Preacher of any degree foever, mail
'•' henceforth prefume iu any Auditory to declare, limit,

" or fet bounds to the Prerogative, Power, or Turifdic-

" tion of Sovereign Princes, or meddle with matters of
" State.

5. " That no Preacher fhall ufe railing fpeeches againft

" Papifts or Puritans, but endeavour to free the doctrine
" and difcipline of the Church in a grave manner from the

^ afperfions of both adverfaries.

6. " That the Archbifhop and Bifhops be more wary
" for the future, iu licenfing Preachers ; and that all Lec-
" turers throughout the Kingdom be licenfed in the Court
" of Faculties, by recommendation from the Bifhop of the
" Diocefe, with a Fiat from the Archbifhop, and a con-
" firmation under the Great Seal of England.
" Thofe that offended againft any of thefe Injune-

" tions were to be fufpended, " Ab Officio & Bene-
" ficio," for a year and a day, till his Majefty mould pre-

" fcribe feme further punifhment with advice of Convo-
" cation."

Here is nothing that could affect Papifts or Arminians, but Remark*.,

almoft every Article points at the Puritans. The King had
affifted in maintaining thefe Doctrines in Holland, but will

not have them propagated in England. The Thirty-nine

Articles were ellablifhed by law, and yet none under a

Bifhop or Dean may preach on the Seventeenth, concern-
ing Predeftination. The Minifters of God's Word may
not limit the Prerogative, but they may preach concern-
ing its unlimited Extent ; and though the fecond Injunc-

tion admits of their expounding the Catechifm, Fuller fays,BookX,]
" The Bifhops Officials were io active, that in manyP- 111 *

" places they tied up Preachers m-the afternoon to the

H 4
<( very
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King ft very letter of the Catechifm, allowing them no liberty
James I. a

t0 eXp0Und or enlarge upon any of the Anfwers." The
\_— - » Puritans had fuffered hitherto only for the neglefit of ce-

remonies, but now their very Doctrine is an offence.

From this time, all Calvinifts were in a manner excluded

from Court Preferments. The way to rife in the Church,
was to preach up the abfolute power of the King, to de-

claim againft the rigours of Calvinifm, and to fpeak favour-

ably of Popery. Thofe thatfcrupled this, were negle&ed, and

diftinguifhed by the name of Doctrinal Puritans; but it was
the glory of this people that they flood together, like a wall,

againft the arbitrary Proceedings of the King, both in

Church and State.

ArchbiiTiop Archbifhop Abbot was at the head of the dofirinal Purt-
Abbot acci- tans; and often advifed the King to return to the old

aTiar? and
parlimentary way of raifing money : But this coft him hisln-

reiires from tereft at Court ; and an accident happened this year, which
Court. quite broke his Spirits, and made him retire from the world.

Lord Zouch invited his Grace to a Buck-hunting inBramfhill-

Park in Hampfhire ; and while the. Keeper was running a-

mong the Deer, to bring them to a fairer mark, the Arch-

bifhop fitting on horfeback, let fly a barbed Arrow, which
fhot him under the Arm-pit, and killed him dead up-

on the fpot. His Grace was fo diftreffed in mind with this

accident, that he retired to one of his own Alms-houfes at

Guilford ; and though upon examination of the cafe, it was,

judged cafual Homicide, he kept that day as a Fall: as long

as he lived ; and gave the Keeper's Widow twenty Pounds

a year for her maintenance. The King alfo being moved
with compafllon, fent to him to Lambeth, and gave him
a Royal Pardon and Difpenfation, to prevent all exceptions

to his Epifcopal Character ; but he prudently withdrew from
the Council Board, where his advice was but little regarded

before, as coming from a pcrfon of unfafhionable principles.

Death and The Puritans loft an eminent practical writer and Preach-

Mr
8r

ifr
r

|

0f er a^out ^ ]ls t

'

ime
>
Nicholas Byfield, born in Warwickihire

" and educated in Exeter College, Oxford. After four years,

he- left the Univerfity, and' went for Ireland ; but preaching

at Chciler, the Inhabitants gave him an unanimous in\ na-

tation to St. Peter's Church in that City, where he con-

tinued feven years. From thence he removed to Illeworth
' [iddieiex, where he continued to his Death. He was

a. Divine of a profound Judgment, a ilions; Memory, quick

Invention, and unwearied Induftry, which brought the

Stone upon him, of which he died this year, in the forty
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fifth Year of his age. His body being opened, a ftone King

was taken out of his Bladder, that weighed thirty three ^^ T'

ounces, and was in meafure about the edge, fifteen inches
\^>-*f\j

and a half; about the length and breadth, thirteen inches,

and folid like a flint ; an almoft incredible relation ! But Dr.

William Gouge, who writ this account, was an Eye-witnefs

of it, with many others. Mr. Byfield was a Calvinift, a

Nonconformift t«^ the Ceremonies, and a ftri6t obferver of

the Sabbath. He published feveral practical Books in his

life-time ; and hi^ Commentaries upon the Coloffians and

St. Peter, publifhed after his death, mew him to be a Di-

vine of great piety, learning, and capacity.

The Archbifhop being in difgrace, the Council were of a

piece, and met with no interruption in their proceedings.

The Puritans retired to the new Plantations in America, and

Popery came in like an armed man. This was occasioned

partly by the new promotions at Court, but chiefly by the

Spanifh, match, which was begun about the year 1 617, and

drawn out to a length of feven years, till the Palatinate

was loft, and the Proteftant Religion, in a manner, extir-

pated out of the Kingdom of Bohemia, and other parts of

Germany ; and then the match itfelf was broke off.

To trace this affair from its beginning, becaufe it was the of theSpa-

fource of the remaining calamities of this and the following nifh Match.

Reign. Prince Charles being arrived at the ftate of man-
hood, the King had thoughts of marrying him, but could

not find a Proteftant Princefs fit for him. He defpifed the

Princes of Germany, and would hear of nothing below a

King's Daughter for his Son. This put him upon feeking a

Wife for him out of the Houfe of Auftria, fvvorn Enemies
to the Protectant Religion ; for which purpofe he entered

into a Treaty with Spain for the Infanta. Under Colour
of this Match, Gondamar, the Spanifh Ambaffador, made
the King do whatever he pleafed. IF he enclined to affift

his Son-in-Law in recovering the Palatinate, he was told

he muff, keep fair with the Houfe of Auftria, or the match
would break off : If he denied any favours to the Papifts at

home, the Court of Rome, and all the Roman Catholick

Powers, were difobliged, and then it could never take place.

To obviate thefe and other objections to the Match, his

Majefty promifed, upon the Word of a King, that no Ro-
man Catholick fhould be proceeded againft capitally ; and
though he could not at prefent repeal the pecuniary Laws,
he promifed to mitigate them, to the Satisfaction of the

King
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King of Spain ; and the lengths his Majefly went in favour
of Papifts on this occafion, will appear by the following

Articles, which were inferted both into the Spanifh and
French Treaty, which afterwards took place.

Articles of The Articles of the intended Spanifh match relating to
Marria^e - religion, were thefe.

Ru<W. Art. 6. " The Infanta herfelf, her Men and Maid Ser-
Vol. i. P. 86. a vants, her Children and Descendants, and all their

p-T^p.
" Fami''es, of what fort foever, ferving her Highnefs,
" may freely and publickly profefs themfelves Catholicks.

Art. 5, 7, and 8. " Provide a Church, a Chapel, and
" an oratory for her Highnefs, with all Popifh Ornaments,
" Utenfils, and Decorations.

Art. io and n. " Allow her twenty four Priefts and
" aiMants, and over them a Bifhop, with full authority
*' and fpiritual Jurifdi&ion.

Art. 13. " Admits the Infanta and her Servants to pro-
" cure from Rome Difpenfations, Indulgences, Jubilees,
'*' &c. and all Graces, as fhall feem meet to them.

Art. 16. " Provides, that the Laws made againft. Roman
" Catholicks in England, or in any of the King's Dominions,
" fhall not extend to the Children of this marriage ; nor
" fhall they lofe their Succeffion to the Crown, although

' they be Roman Catholicks.

Art. 17. " Authorizes the Infanta to choofe Nurfes for

" her Children, and to bring them up in her Religion till

" they are ten years of age." But the Term was after-

wards enlarged to twelve ; and in the Match with France,

to thirteen.

l62 . King James fwore to the obfervation of thefe Articles,

s-ivo-ruo by in the Prefence of the two Spanifh Ambaffadors, and twen-
theKmgancl

ty four PHvy-Counfellors, who fet their hands to the Trea-

Waks. ty-
Befides which, his Majefty and Prince of Wales

fwore to four following private ones, " (1.) That no Laws
" againft Papifls fliould hereafter be put in execution. (2.)
<l That no new Laws fhall be made againft them ; but that

" there fhall be a perpetual Toleration of the Roman Ca-
" tholick Religion in private houfes, throughout all his

" Majefty's Dominions, which his Council fhall fwear to.

w
(3.) That he will never perfuade the Infanta to change

" her Religion. (4.) That he will ufe all his authority

" and influence to have thefe Conditions ratified by Parli-

" ament,
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" ament, that fo all penal Laws againft Papifts may not

" only be fufpended, but legally difannuulled."

The Words of the Prince of Wales's Oath were thefe :

f* I Charles Prince of Wales engage myfelf that all

te things contained in the foregoing Articles, which concern
" as well the Sufpenfion as Abrogation of all Laws made
" againft Roman Catholicks, mail within three years in-

te fallibly take effect, and fooner, if poflible ; which we
P will have to lie upon our Confcience and Royal Honour :

" And I will intercede with my father that the ten years

" of education of the Children that (hall be born of this

" marriage, which the Pope of Rome defires may be
" lengthened to twelve, {hall be prolonged to the faid

M Term. And I fwear, that if the entire power of difpo-

" fing this matter be devolved upon me, I will grant and
" approve of the faid Term. Furthermore, as oft as the RufW.
* c Infanta fhall defire that I fhould give ear to Divines and Vo1 - L P-%9

f others, whom her Highnefs fhall be pleafed to employ
?' in matters of the Roman Catholick Religion, I will

*' hearken to them willingly, without all Difficulties, and

f
c laying afide all excufes."

Under thefe advantages, the Papifts appeared openly,

and behaved with an offenfive infolence ; but the hearts of

all true Proteftants trembled for themfelves and their Po-
fterity. And Archbifhop Abbot, though under a cloud, Archbifliop

ventured to write to the King upon this Subject ; befeech- ga ;n fl. t (lem#
ing him, in his Letter, to confider, " Whether by the

f Toleration which his Majefty propofes, he is not fet-

'? ting up that moft damnable and heretical Doctrine of
" the Church of Rome, the Whore of Babylon ? How
" hateful muft this be to God, and grievous to your good
?c Subjects, (fays he) that your Majefty, who hath learned-

?' ly written againft thefe wicked Herefies, fhould now fhew
<c yourfelf a Patron qf thofe Doctrines, which your Pen
fe has told the World, and your Confcience tells yourfelf,

" are fuperftitious, idolatrous, and deteftable Befides,

f* this Toleration which you endeavoured to fet up, by Fuller, B.X.

" Proclamation, cannot be done without a Parliament, un- P*
10*#

f' lefs your Majefty v/ill let your Subjects fee that you will

*' take a liberty to throw down the Laws at your Pleafure.
*' And above all, I befeech your Majefty to confider, left

* c by this Toleration your Majefty do not draw upon the
*' Kingdom in general, and on yourfelf in particular, God's
" heavy Wrath and Indignation."

But this wife King, inftead of hearkning to the Remon-
ftrances
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flxances of his Proteflant Subjects, put the Peace of his

Kingdom, and the whole Prbteftant Religion, into the

hands of the Spaniard, by fending his Son with the Duke
of Buckingham to Madrid, to fetch home the Infanta ; a

piece of confidence that the Solomon of the age mould not

have been guilty of. When the Prince was gone, 'tis faid,

That Archy, the King's Fool, clapp'd his cap upon the

King's head. The King afking him the reafon, he an-

fwer'd, " Becaufe he had fent the Prince into Spain." But
fays his Majefty, What if he mould come back fafe ? Why
then, fays Archy, " I will take my Cap off from your
" head and put it on the King of Spain's." The Spani-

ards gave out that the defign of the Prince's Journey was
to reconcile himfelf to the Church of Rome. 'Tis cer-

tain the Pope writ to the Bifhop of Conchen, to' lay hold

of this opportunity to convert him ; and directed a moft

perfuafive Letter to the Prince himfelf to the fame purpofe,

dated April 20, 1623, which the Prince anfwered June

20, in a very obliging manner, giving the Pope the title

of " Moil Holy Father," and encouraging him to expect,

that when he came to the Crown there mould be but one

Religion in his Dominions, feeing (fays he) that both Ca-
tholicks and Protefiants believe in one Jefus Chrift. He
was ftrongly folicited to change his Religion, by fome of the

firft Quality, and by the moft learned Priefts and Jefuits,

who careffed his Highnefs with Speeches, dedicated Books

to him, invited him to their Proceffions, and gave him a

view of their moft magnificent Churches and Relujues ;

by whicn artifices, though he was not converted, he was

confirmed in his refolutton of attempting a Coalition of the

two Churches ; for the accompli fhment of which he after-

wards loft both his Crown and Life. It was happy, after

all, that the Prince got fafe out of the Spanim Territories,

which, as Spanheim obferves, that politick Court would not

have permitted, had they not confidered, " That the Queen
" of Bohemia, next Heir to the Crown, was a greater ene-

" my to Popery than her Brother." But after all, when

this memorable Treaty of Marriage had been upon the Car-

pet (even years, and wanted nothing btlt Co lfummation, the

Portion being fettled, the Pope's Dijpcnfation obtained, the

marriage articles fworn to on both fides, and the very day of

Confummation by proxy appointed, it was broke off by the

influence of the Duke of Buckingham upon ihe Prince, who

ordered. the Earl of Briftol not to deliver the Proxy till the

time limittcd by the Difpenfation was expired ; the King of

Spain
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Spain fufpe&ing the defign, in order to throw all the blame

upon the King of England, fign'd a promife with his own
hand and deiiver'd it to the Ambaffador, wherein he obliged

himfelf to caufe the Palatinate to be reftored to the Elector

Palatine, in cafe the marriage took effe<5t; but his Highnefs

was immoveable, and obliged the King to recal his Ambaf-
fador.

From this time the Prince and Duke feemed to turn Pu- '
6 24-

ritans, the latter having taken Dr. John Preflon, one °f j^^t
"

their chief Minifters, into his Service, to confult him about

alienating the Dean and Chapter lands to the purpofes of

preaching. They alfo advifed the King to call a Parlia-

ment, which his Majefty did, and made fuch a Speech to

them, as one would think impoflible to come from the fame
lips with the former. " I affure you (fays he, fpeaking of

". the Spanifh match) on the Faith of a Chriftian King,
" that it is W res integra " prefented unto you, and that

" I ftand not bound, nor either way engaged, but remain
*' free to follow what fhall be beft advifed." His Majefty

adds, " I can truly fay, and will avouch it before the Seat
'* of God and Angels, that never King governed with a
te purer, fincerer, and more uncorrupt heart than I have
" done, far from ill will and meaning of the leaft error and
" imperfection in my Reign.—It has been talked of my re- Rapin, p.

" miffnefs in maintenance of Religion, and fufpicion of a 5*7«

". Toleration [of Popery] ; but as God fhall judge me, I

". never thought nor meant, nor ever in word expreffed
" any thing that favoured of it 1 never in all my trea-

" ties agreed to any thing to the overthrow and difannul-

" ling of thofe laws, but had in all a chief regard to the
ft

. prefervation of that trnth which I have ever preferred."

The Reader will remember how this agrees with the mar-

riage Articles above-mentioned, which the King had fworn

to.

But the Parliament taking things as the King had re- King's an-

prefented them, advifed his Majeffy to break off the match, fwer to their

and to declare war for the recovery of the Palatinate ; and £
etl

.

tlon -

at the fame time petitioned his Majefty, that all Jefuits and
52p.'

n
'
P*

Seminary Priefts might be commanded to depart the Rufh. V. I.

Realm ; that the Laws might be put in execution againft P* J43'

Popifh Recufants ; that all fuch might be removed from
Court, and ten miles from London. To which the King
made this remarkable anfwer, which mud ftrike the Reader
with Surprize and Wonder. " What Religion I am of
t( my Books declare j I wifh it may be written in Marble,

and
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and remain to Pofterity as a mark upon me, when I

fwerve from my Religion ; for he that diflembles with

God is not to be trufted with Men. -I proteit before

God, that my Heart hath bled when I have heard of

" the increafe of Popery. God is my Judge, it hath been
" fuch a grief to me, that it has been as Thorns in my
tc Eyes, and pricks in my Sides. It hath been my de-
" fire to hinder the Growth of Popery ; and I could not
" be an honeft Man, if I had done otherwife.-—-I will

" order the laws to be put in execution againfl popifh Re-
*' cufants as they were before thefe Treaties, for the laws
" are flill in being, and were never difpenfed with by me ;

" God is my Judge, they were never fo intended by me."
Remarks. What folemn appeals to Heaven are thefe, againfl the

cleared and flrongefl fadb ! it requires a good degree of

charity, to believe this Prince had either Religion or honef-

ty. For though he told his Parliament, that his heart bled

within him when he heard of the increafe of Popery, yet

this very Parliament prefented him with a lift of fifty feven

popifh Lords and Knights who were in publick Offices,

none of which were displaced, while the Puritan Minifters

were driven out of the Kingdom, and hardly a Gentleman
of that Character advanced to the dignity of a Juftice of

Peace.
French 'j'jjg par]iamen t being prorogued, the King, inftead of

Rapin,'p. g°ing heartily into the War, Or marrying his Son to a Pro-
gS^. teftant Princefs, enter'd into a Treaty with Lewis XIII.

King of France, for his Sifter Henrietta Maria. Upon
this occafion the Archbifhop of Ambrun was fent into Eng-
land, who told the King, the beft way to accomplifh the

Match for his Son, was to grant a full Toleration to the Ca-
tholicks. The King replied, that he intended to grant it,

and was willing to have an affembly of Divines to compro-
mife the difference between Proteftants and Papifts, and
promifed to fend a Letter to the Pope to bring him into the

Project. In this Letter, fays Monfieur Deageant in his Me-
moirs, the King fliles the Pope, Chrift's Vicar, and head

of the Church Univerfal, and aflures him, he would declare

himfelf a Catholick asfoon as he could provide againfl the

inconveniencies of fuch a Declaration ; but whether this

was fo or not, 'tis certain he immediately relaxed the pe-

nal laws againft Papifts, and permitted Ambrun to admini-

fler Confirmation to ten thoufand Catholicks at the door of

the French Ambaffador's Houfe, before a great concourfe of

people.
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people. In the mean time, the Treaty of Marriage went

forwards, and was at laft figned, Nov. 10. in thirty three

Articles, and three fecret ones, wherein the very fame, or

greater advantages, were ftipulated for the Catholicks

than in thofe of Madrid ; but before the difperifation from

the Pope could be procured his Majefty fell fick at Theo- The King

bald's of a Tertian Ague, which put an end to his Life, not
dles"

without fufpicion of Poifon, March 27. 1625. in the 59th

year of his age.

To review the courfe of this Reign ; 'tis evident that both Summary

Popery and Puritanifm encreafed prodigioufly, while the Rei,Ij°n ,-„

friends of the Hierarchy funk into contempt ; this was ow- this Reign,

ing partly to the fpiritual promotions, and partly to the ar-

bitrary maxims of State that the King had advanced. In

promoting of Bifhops the King had a greater regard tofuch

as would yield a fervile compliance with his abfolute com-
mands, than to fuch as would fill the Pulpit with Reputati-

on, and be an example to the people of Religion and Vir-

tue ; of which number were Bifhop Neile, Buckeridge,

Harfnet, Laud, &c. The fafhionable Doctrines at Court

were fuch as the King had condemned at the Synod of

Dort, and which in the opinion of the old Englifh Clergy,

were fubverfive of the Reformation. The new Bifhops ad-

mitted the Church of Rome to be a true Church, and the

Pope the firft Bifhop of Chriftendom. They declared for

the lawfulnefs of Images in Churches ; for the real Pre-

fence ; and that the Doctrine of Tranfubftantiation was a

School Nicety. They pleaded for Confeffion to a Prieft ;

for facerdotal Abfolution, and the proper merit of good
Works. They gave up the morality of the Sabbath, and

the five diftinguifhing points of Calvinifm which their pre-

deceffors had contended for. They claimed an uninterrup-

ted Succeflion of the Epifcopal Character from the Apoftles

through the Church of Rome, which obliged them to

maintain the validity of her Ordinations, when they denied

the validity of thofe of the foreign Proteftants. Further,

they began to imitate the Church of Rome in her gaudy
Ceremonies, in the rich furniture of her Chapels, and the

pomp of their Worfhip. They complimented the Roman
Catholick Priefts with their Dignitary Titles, and fpent all

their zeal in ftudying how to compromife matters with

Rome, while they turned their backs upon the old Protef-

tant Doctrines of the Reformation, and were remarkably

negligent in preaching, or inftructing the people in Chrifti-

sd
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an Knowledge. Things were come to fuch a pafs, that

Gondamar the Spanilh Ambaffadcr writ to Spain, that

i there never was more hopes of England's Conversion* for

" there are more Prayers (fays he) offered to the Mother
** than to the Son of God," The Priefls and Jefuits

challenged the eftablifhed Clergy to publick Difputations ;

the Duke of Buckingham's Mother being a Papifl, a Con-
ference was held in her prefence between Fifher a Jefuit on
the one part, and Dr. White, Williams, and Laud, on the

,' other. Each of them difputed with the Jefuit a day before

a great concourfe of people, but not to the Countefs's Con-
verfion, which was not at all ftxange, upon their principles.

Amongft other popifh Books that were publifhed, one was
entitled, u A new Gag for the old Gofpel •" which Dr.

Montague, Reclor of Stamford Rivers anfwered in fuch a

manner, as gave great offence to the old Clergy, for he

yielded up all the points above-mentioned, and not only

declared for Arminianifm, but made very dangerous ad-

vances towards Popery itfelf. The Book making a great

Noife, Mr. Ward and Yates, two Minifters at Ipfwich,

made a collection of the Popifh and Arminian Tenets con-

tained in it, in order to lay them before the next Parlia-

ment ; but the Author, with the King's leave, took fhel-

ter under the Royal Wing, and prepared for the Prefs, his

" Apello Caefarem," or a juft Appeal from two unjufl: In-

formers ; which White, Bifhop of Carlifle, licenfed in

thefe words, that " there was nothing contained in the

" fame but what was agreeable to the publick Faith,

" Do£trine, and Difcipline eflablifhed in the Church of
" England." But before the Book was publifhed the King
died.

Clarke's Thefe advances of the Court Divines towards Popery

Rothwd p.
made molt of the people fall in with the Puritans, who be-

6fj. ing conftant Preachers, and of exemplary and holy lives,

wrought them up by their awakening Sermons to an abhor-

rence of every thing that looked that way. Many of the

Nobility and Gentry favoured them. Lady Bowes, after-

wards Lady Darcy, gave a thoufand pounds per Annum,-

to maintain preachers in the North, where there were none,

and all her preachers were filenccd Non-conformifts. Al-

moft all the famous practical Writers of this Reign, ex-

cept Bifhop Andrews, were Puritans, and Sufferers tor

Non-Conformity, as Doctor Willet, Mr. Jer. Dyke,
Doctor Prefton, Sibbs, Byfield, Bolton, Hilderfham, Dod,
Ball, Whately, and others, whofe Works have done great

* Service
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fervice to Religion. The character of thefe Divines was the King

reverfe of what the learned Selden fays of the Clergy of J a™es
•

thefe times in his Hiitory of Tithes, where he taxes them ._, _
, j

with Ignorance and Lazinefs ; and adds, " That they had In Pref.

" nothing to fupport their credit but Beard, Title and Ha-
" bit ; and that their learning reached no further than the
i( Poftils and the Polyanthia." Upon the whole, if we
may believe Mr. Coke, the Puritan party had gathered fuch

ftrength, and was in fuch reputation with the people) that

they were more in number than all the other parties in the

Kingdom put together.

With regard to King James himfelf, 'tis hard to draw Charaaer of

his juft Characterj for no Prince was ever fo much flatter'd K
- JamesI -

that had fo little to deferve it. He was of a middle flature, Charaaerof

hot very corpulent, but fluffed out with clothes, which hung k.« James,

fo loofe, and being quilted, were fo thick, as to refift a dagger.

His countenance was homely, and his tongue too big for his

mouth, fo that he could not fpeak with decency. While
he was in Scotland he appeared fober and chafte, and ac-

quired a good degree of learning, but upon his acceflion to

the EngliJh Crown he threw off the mafic, and by degrees

gave himfelf up to luxury and eafe, and all kinds of licen-

tioufnefs. His language was obfcene,and his actions very often

lewd and indecent. He was a profane fwearer, and would
often be drunk, but when he came to himfelf would weep
like a child, and fay, he hoped God would not impute .his

infirmities to him. He valued himfelf upon what he called

King-Craft, which was nothing elfe but deep hypocrify

and diflimulation in every character of life, refulting from
the excefTive timoroufnefs of his nature . If we confider him
as a King, he never did a great or generous action through-

out the courfe of his Reign, but proftituted the honour of

the Engiifh Nation beyond any of his predeceffors. He
flood flill while the Proteftant Religion was fuppreffed in

France, in Bohemia, in the Palatinate, and other parts of

Germany. He furrendered up the Cautionary Towns to

the Dutch for lefs than a fourth part of the value, and fuf-

fered them to difpoffefs us of our Factories in the Eaft-

Indies. At home he committed the direction of all affairs

in Church and State to two or three favourites, and cared

not what they did if they gave him no trouble. He broke
through all the laws of the Land, and was as abfolute a Ty-
rant as his want of courage would admit. He revived the

projects of Monopolies, Loans, Benevolences, &c. to fun-

ply his Exchequer, which was exhaufled by his profufenefs

Vol. II. I towards
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towards his favourites, and laid the foundation of all the ca-

'amities of his Son's reign. Upon the whole, though he was

flatter'd by hungry courtiers as the Solomon and Phoenix of

his age, he was in the opinion of Bifhop Burnet, " The
" fcorn of the age, a mere Pedant, without true judgment,
" courage, or fteadinefs, his Reign being a continued courfe

" of mean pra&ices."

'Tis hard to make any judgment of his Religion, for one

while he was a Puritan, and then a zealous Churchman ;

at firft a Calvinift and Prefbyterian, afterwards a Remon-
ftrant or Arminian, and at laft a half, if not an entire Doc-
trinal Papift ; Sir Ralph Winwood, in his Memoirs fays,

StateTrafts. That as long ago as the year 1596. he fent Mr. Ogilby, a

*
' p" '* Scots Baron, to Spain, to aflurc his Catholick Majefty he

was then ready to turn Papift, and to propofe an alliance

with that King and the Pope againft the Queen of England ;

but for reafons of State the affair was hufht. Rapin fays,

he was neither a found Protectant, nor a good Catholick,

but had formed a Plan of uniting both Churches, which

muff, effectually have ruined the Proteftant Intereft, for

which, indeed, he never exprefTed any real concern. But

I am rather of opinion, that all his Religion was his pre-

tended King-Craft. He was certainly the meaneft Prince

that ever fat upon the Britifh Throne : England never funk

in its reputation, nor was fo much expofed to the fcorn and

ridicule of its Neighbours, as in his Reign. How willing

his Majefty was to unite with the Papifts the foregoing hi-

ftory has difcovered ; and yet in the prefence of many
Lords, and in a very remarkable manner, he made a fo-

lemn Proteftation, " That he would fpend the laft drop of

" Blood in his Body before he would do it ; and prayed,
" that before any of his IfTue mould maintain any other

" Religion than his own [the Proteftant] that God would
" take them out of the world." How far this Imprecation

took place upon himfelf or any of his Pofterity, I leave

with Mr. Archdeacon Eachard to the determination of an

Omnifcient Being.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

From the death of King James I. to the diflblution of the

third Parliament of King Charles I. in the year 1628.

BEFORE we enter upon this Reign, it will be proper Kin£*

to take a fliort view of the Court, and of the moft a&ive
*

6
*

Minifters under the King for the firft fifteen years. v -—«J

King Charles I. came to the Crown at the age of twenty Character

five years, being born at Dumfermling in Scotland, in the pi^T5
r

year 1600. and baptized by a Prelhyterian Minifter of that

country. In his youth, he was of a weakly conftitution,

and ftammering fpeech ; his legs were fomewhat crooked,

and he was fufpe&ed (fays Mr. Eachard) to be of a per-

verfe nature. When his father [King James] came to the

Englifh Crown, he took him from his Scots Tutors, and

placed him under thofe that gave him an early averfion to

that Kirk, into which he had been baptized, and to thofe

Doctrines of Chriftianity, for which they had the greateft:

veneration. As the Court of King James leaned towards

Popery and arbitrary power, fo did the Prince, efpecially

after his journey into Spain ; where he imbibed not only the

pernicious Maxims of that Court, but their referved and

diftant Behaviour. He aflured the Pope by letter, in order

to obtain a Difpenfation to marry the Infanta, " That he
" would not marry any mortal whofe Religion he hated :

** He might therefore depend upon it, that he would always
" abftain from fuch actions as might teftify an hatred to the

" Roman Catholick Religion, and would endeavour that all

" fmifter opinions might be taken away ; that as we all pro-

" fefs one individual Trinity, we may unanimoufly grow
" up into one Faith ;" His Majefty began his Reign upon

moft arbitrary Principles ; and though he had good natural

abilities, was always under the direction of fome favourite,

to whofe judgment and conduct he abfolutely refigned him-

felf. Nor was he ever mafter of fo much judgment in poli-

ticks, as to difcern his own and the nation's true intereft,

or to take the advice of thofe that did. With regard to the

Church, he was a punctual obferver of the Ceremonies, and

had the higheft diflike and prejudice to that part of his Sub-

jects that were againft the Ecclefiaftical Conftitution

:

** Looking upon them as a very dangerous and feditious c,aren -

" people, who would, under pretence of Confcience, which °* * p " '

" kept them from fubmicting to the fpiritual jurifdidion,

I 0. "'take
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" take the firft opportunity they could find or make (fays

" Lord Clarendon) to withdraw themfelves from his tem-
" poral jurifdiction ; and therefore his Majefty caufed this

" People [the Puritans] to be watched and provided againfl

" with the utmoft vigilance."

Of his Upon his Majefty's acceffion, and before the folemnity of

Qileen « his father's funeral, he married Henrietta Maria, Daughter

of Henry IV. and Sifter of Lewis XIII. prefent King of

France. The marriage was folemnized by proxy ; firft ai

Paris, with all the Ceremonies of the Romiih Church, and

afterwards at Canterbury, according to the Rites of the

Church of England ; the Articles being in a manner the

fame with thofe already mentioned in the Spanifh Match.

Her Majefty arrived at Dover June 13. and brought with her

a long train of Priefts and menial fervants of the Romiih. re-

ligion '

7
for whofe devotions a Chapel was fitted up in the

King's Houfe at St. James's. " The Queen was an agree-
" able and beautiful Lady, and by degrees (fays Lord Cla-
" rendon) obtained a plenitude of power over the King.
" His Majefty had her in perfect adoration, and would do

nothing without her, but was inexorable as to every thing

that he promifed her." Bifhop Burnet fays :
" The

and'Tlmes.
et Queen was a lady of great vivacity, and loved intrigues

" of all forts, but was not fecret in them, as iT/e ought ;

" She had no manner of judgment, being bad at contri-
te vance, but worfe at execution. By the Iivelinefs of her
il difcourfe, Hie made great impreffions upon the King ; fo

" that to the Queen's little practice, and the King's own
" temper, the fequel of all his misfortunes were owing."

Bifliop Kennet adds :
f ' That the King's match with this

" lady, was a greater Judgment to the Nation than the

" Plague, which then raged in the Land ; for confidering
u the Malignity of the Popifh Religion, the Imperioufncfs

" of the French Government, the Influence of a (lately
<c Queen over an affectionate Hufband, and the fhare file

*' muft needs have in the education of her children, [till

" thirteen years of age] it was then eafy to forefee it

" might prove very fatal to our Englifh Prince and People,

" and lay in a vengeance to future generations." The
Queen was a very great Bigot to her religion ; her con-

fcience was directed by her ConfelTor, afTifted by the Pope's

Nuncio, and a fecret cabal of Priefts and Jeluits. Thefe
directed the Queen, and fhe the King j fo that in effect

the Nation was governed by Popifh Councils, till the long

Parliament.

The

Hift. Life
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The Prime Minifter under the King was G.Villiers,Duke Ki n?:

of Buckingham, a graceful young gentleman, but very un- ^S
fit for his high ftation. He had a full poffeffion of the ^_ ,

—
v
— ^j

King's heart, infomuch that his Majefty broke meafures The Duke

with all his Parliaments for his fake. " Mo ft men (fays j^
uckmg*

" Lord Clarendon) imputed all the calamities of the nati- claren. Vol.
u on to his arbitrary councils ; fo that few were difpleafed I. p. 837.

f' at the news of his murder by Felton, in the year 1628,
" when he was not above thirty four years of age."

Upon the Duke's death, Dr. William Laud, then Bifhop Archbifhop

of London, became the chief Minfter, both in church and Laud *

ftate. He was born at Reading, and educated in St. John's

College, Oxford, upon the charitable donation of Mr.
White, founder of Merchant-Taylors School. Here he

continued till he was fifty years of age, and behaved m
fuch a manner, that no body knew what to think of him.
" I would know (fays the pious Bifhop Hall, in one of his

" letters) where to find you ; to-day you are with the Ro-
" manifts, to-morrow with us ; our adverfaries think you
*f ours, and we theirs

j
your confcience finds you with

" both and neither: How long will you halt in this mdiffe-
fi rency ?" Dr. Abbot fays : " He fpent his time in picking Rufnw.VoI*

" quarrels with the Lectures of publick Readers, and gi- l
- P* 44°«

" ving advice to the then Bifhop of Durham, that he might
" fill the ears of the King [James I.] with prejudices a-

" gainft honeft men, whom he called Puritans." Heylin

confeffes, it was thought dangerous to keep him company.
By the intereft of Bifhop Williams, he was firft advanced

to a Welch Bifhoprick, and from thence by degrees to the

higheft preferments in Church and State. He was a little Claren. Vol.

man, of a quick and rough temper, impatient of contra- I-
P- 97. 98.

di&ion even at the council table, of arbitrary principles,

both in Church and State ; always inclined to methods of

feverity, efpecially againft the Puritans ; vaftly fond of ex-

ternal pomp and ceremony in divine worfhip ; and though
he was not an abfolute Papift, he was ambitious of being the

fovereign patriarch of three kingdoms.

Lord Chief Juftice Finch was a man of little knowledge L. C.
J.

in his profefTion, except it was for making the Statute-laws *?nch '

'

and

of the Land give place to Orders of Council. Mr. Attor-
t |le j U{jges.

ney-General Noy was a man of affected pride and morofity,

who valued himfelf (fays Lord Clarendon) upon making Claren. V»J.

that to be law which all other men believed not to be fo. L P- 7^73*

Indeed, all the Judges were of this (lamp, who, infiead of 7 *'

I 3 upholding
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upholding the law, as the defence and fecurlty of the fub-

jects properties, fet it afide upon every little occafion, di-

ftinguifhing between a Rule of Law, and a Rule of Go-
vernment : So that thofe whom they could not convict by

Statute Law, were fure to fuffer by the Rule of Govern-
ment, or the general juftice of the kingdom. The Judges

held their places during the King's pleafure ; and when the

prerogative was to be ftretched above law, in any particular

mftances ; Laud would lend to them for their opinions be-

fore-hand, to give the greater fan&ion to the proceeding of

the Council and Star-chamber, by whom they were often

put in mind, that " if they did not do his Majefty's bu-

" linefs to fat.isfa6f.ion, they would be removed." Upon
the whole, they were mercenary men, and (according to

Lord Clarendon) fcandalous to their profeflion.

The Courts of Weftminfter-Hall had little to do between

the King and the Subject: ; all bufinefs of this kind being

tranfa&ed at the Council Table, the Star-Chamber, and

the Court of High Commiflion.

Of the The Council Table was the Legiflature of the kingdom ;

Council their proclamations and orders being made the rule of go-

vernment, and the meafure of the fubjects obedience.

Though there was not one Tingle law made in twelve years,

there were no lefs than two hundred and fifty proclamati-

ons ; every one of which had the force of a law, and bound

the fubjec~f. under the fevereft penalties. The Lord Keeper

Finch, upon a demurrer put into a bill, that had no other

equity than an Order of Council, declared upon the bench,

that while he was keeper, " no man fhould be fo fawcy as

" to difpute thofe orders, but that the wifdom of that

" board fhould always be ground good enough for him to

Claren. Vol. « make a decree in Chancery." Judge Berkeley, upon a
' p ' l6t ' like occafion, declared, that " there was a rule of law,

" and a rule of government, that many things that might
" not be done by the rule of law, might be done by the

" rule of government :" His Lordfhip added, that " no
" Act of Parliament could hind the King not to command
*' away his fubjects goods and money.

The Star- " The Star-Chamber (fays Lord Clarendon) was in a

Chamber, " manner the fame Court with the Council Table, being

£9 6
P ' " kut ^ie âme Per ôns ' n feveral rooms : they were both

" grown into Courts of Law, to determine Right ; and
" courts of Revenue to bring Money into the Treafury :

" The Council Table, by Proclamations, enjoining to the

" peo-
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" people what was not enjoined by Law, and prohibiting

" that which was not prohibited ; and the Star-chamber
" cenfuring the breach and difobedience to thofe procla-

" mations, by very great fines and imprifonment ; fo that

" any difrefpect to any A£ts of State, or to the perfons of
" Statefmen, was in no time more penal, and thofe foun-
" dations of right, by which men valued their fecurity,

*' were never in more danger of being deflroy'd.

" The High Commiflion alio had very much overflow- The High
" ed the Banks that mould have contained it, not only in Commiifi-

*' meddling with things not within their connufance, but in
on *

" extending their fentences and judgments beyond that de-
" gree that was juilifiable, and grew to have fo great a
" contempt of the Common Law, and the profeffors of it,

cf that prohibitions from the fupreme Courts of Law, which
" have and mull have the fuperintendency over all the in-

" ferior Courts, were not only neglected, but the Judges
" were reprehended for granting them, which, without
" perjury, they could not deny. Befides, from an u,_ p- ag*
" Ecclefiaftical Court for reformation of manners, it was
tf grown to a Court of Revenue, and impofed great fines

" upon thofe who were culpable before them ; fometimes
u above the degree of the offence, had the jurifdi£tion of
" fining been unquestionable, which it was not ; which
" courfe of fining was much more frequent, and the fines

" heavier, after the King had granted all that revenue for

" the reparation of St. Paul's, which made the grievance
*' greater ;" and gave occafion to an unlucky obfervation,

•* That the Church Avas built with the fins of the people."

Thefe CommirTioners, not content with the Bufinefs that

was brought before them, fent their Commiffaries over the

whole kingdom, to fuperintend the proceedings of the Bi-

fhops Courts in their fevera! Diocefes, which of themfelves

made fufficient havock among the Puritans, and were under

a general diflike for the fevere exercife of their power : But
if the Bifhops, or his Officers, were negligent in their Cita-

tions, or fhewed any degree of favour to the Puritan Mi-
nisters, notice was immediately fent to Lambeth, and the

accufed perfons were cited before the High CommifTion, to

their utter ruin. They alfo kept men in prifon many
months, without bringing them to a trial, or fo much as ac-

quainting them with the caufe of their commitment. Sir

Edward Deering fays, that " their proceedings were in

" fome fenfe worfe than the Romim Inquifition, becaufe

I 4 " they
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King tt
they j not pUn ;m men f their own religion, eftablifh'd

Charles I

1625
by law ; but with us (fays he) how many fcores of poor

diftreffed Minifters have, within a few years, been fuf-

pended, degraded, and excommunicated, though not

•* guilty of a breach of any eftablifhed law ?" All which

was fo much the worfe, becaufe they knew that the Court

had no jurifdiclion of fining at all ; for the Houfe of Com-
mons, in the third and feventh of King James I. refolved^

*' That the Court of High CommilTion's fining and impri-

** foning men for Ecclefiaftical Offences, was an intolera-

*.' ble grievance, opprefllon, and vexation, not warranted
<< by the Statute 1 Eliz. Chap. 1." And Sir Edward Coke,

with the reft of the Judges, at a conference with the Pre-

lates, in the prefence of King James, gave it as their una-

nimous opinion, " that the. High CommifTion could fine in

"no cafe, and imprifononly in cafes of Herefy and Inconti-

" nency of aMinifter, and that only after conviction, but not
i( by way of procefs before it :" So that the jurifdi£f.ion of

the Court to fine was not only queftionable, but null and

void. Notwithstanding which, they hunted after their prey

with full cry, " and brought in the greateft and moft fplen-

*' did tranfgreffors : Perfons of honour and greateft quality

" (faj-s the noble hiftorian) were every day cited into the
u High Commiflion, upon the fame of their incontinency,

" or fcandal of life, and very heavy fines were levied upon
*' them, and applied to the repairing of St. Paul's Cathe-
« dral."

State of Ar- Upon the acceftion of King Charles to the throne, the

Bainianifm. Duke of Buckingham threw off the mafic, and fhook hands

with his old friend Dr. Prefton, whom he never loved, any

further than as a tool to ferve his intereft with the people.

Laud was his Confeffor and Privy-councellor for the Church,
whofe firft care was to have none but Arminian and Anti-pu-

ritanical Chaplains about the King : For this purpofe, he

drew up a (mail trcatife, and put it into the duke's hand, prov-

ing that the Arminian doctrines were orthodox ; and mew-
ing, in ten particulars, that the Anti-arminian tenets were no.

better than do&rinal Puritanifm. Agreeably to this fcheme,

he prefented the Duke [April 9.] with a lift of divines for his

Majefty's Chaplains, diftinguifhing their characters by the

two capital letters, O. for orthodox, [that is Arminian] and

P. for Puritan, [that is Calvinifts,] At the fame time, he

received orders to confult Bifhop Andrews how to ma-
nage, with refpeQ to the five diftinguifhihg points of Cal-

vinilm,
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vinifm, in the enfuing Convocation; but the wife Bifhop KinS

advifed his Brother by all means to be quiet, and keep the [g
e
*

'

controverfy out of the Houfe : " For (fays he) the truth in u—v*""1^
" this point is not fo generally entertained among the Cler-

f* gy ; nor is Archbifhop Abbot, nor many of the Prelates

" fo inclined to it, as to venture the deciding it in Convoca-
" tion." It was therefore wifely dropt, becaufe the ma-
jority of the lower Houfe were zealous Calvinifts ; and forty

five of them (according to Dr. Leo, who was one of the

number) had made a Covenant among themfelves to op-

pofe every thing that tended towards Pelagianifm, or Semi-

Pelagianifm : But the Controverfy was warmly debated

without doors, till the King put a flop to it, by his Royal

Declaration.

Popery advanced hand in hand with Arminianifm, and And of Po-

began the difputes between the King and his firft Parlia- Pei7«

ment, which met June 16, 1625. His Majefly towards

the clofe of his Speech, having alked their afliftance for

the recovery of the Palatinate, afTured them, that

though he had been fufpected as to his Religion, he
would let the world fee, " that none fhould be more defi-

" rous to maintain the Religion he profefled, than himfelf.

The Houfes thanked the King for his mofl gracious Speech ;

but before they entered upon other bufinefs, joined in a

petition againfl: popifh Recufants, which his Majefty pro-

mifed to examine, and give a fatisfaiStory anfwer to the par-

ticulars.

The petition fets forth the caufes of the encreafe of Po- Caufes ofthe

pery, with the remedies : The caufes are, encreafe of

(1.) The want of the due Execution of the Laws againft R°^!^
them. p. 381:

(2.) The interpofing of foreign Powers by their Ambaf-
fadors and Agents in their favour.

(3.) The great concourfe of Papifts to the City, and their

frequent Conferences and Conventicles there.

(4.) Their open refort to the Cbapels of foreign Ambaf-
fadors.

(5.) The Education of their Children in foreign Semina-
ries.

(6.) The Avant of fufficient inftruc~r.ion in the Proteflant

Religion in feveral places of the Country.

(7.) The licentious printing of Popifh Books.

(8.) The employment of Men ill affe&ed to the Protef-

tant Religion in places pf Government.
They
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Cha^K.
They therefore Prav that the Youth of the Kingdom

1625.' may be carefully enducated under Proteflant School-mafters ;

t-y«J which his Majefly, in his anfwer to their petition, promifed :

Petitions of That the ancient difcipline of the Univerfities may be

monsTkh f
eflored

;
" which his Majefly approved :" That the preach-

the King's ing of the Word of God may be enlarged; and that to this
Anfwer. purpofe the Bifhops be advifed to make ufe of the labours of

fiich able Miniflers as have been formerly filenced, advi-

fing and befeeching them to behave themfelves peaceably;
and that Pluralities, Non-refidencies, and Commendamsj
may be moderated. Anfwer, '< This his Majefly appro-
" ved, fo far as the Miniflers would conform to Church
" Government. But he apprehends that Pluralities, &c.
" are now fo moderate, that there is no room for com-
" plaint ; and recommends it to the Parliament to take
" care that every Parifh allow a competent maintenance for
lC an able Minifler." Thatprovifion might be made againfl

tranlporting Children to Popifh Seminaries, and for recal-

ling thofe that were there. Anfw. " To this his Majefly
" agreed." That no Popifh Recufant be admitted to

come to Court, but upon fpecial occafion, according to

Statute 3 Jac. Anf. " Thisalfo his Majefly promifed." That
the laws againfl Papifls be put in execution, and that a day

be fixed for the departure of all Jefuits and feminary Priefls

out of the Kingdom ; and that no natural born Subject, nor

flrange Bifhops, nor any other by authority from the See of

Rome, confer any Ecclefiaflical Orders, or exercife any Ec»

clefiaflical Function upon yonr Majefly's Subjects. Anfw.
" It fhall be fo publifhed by Proclamation." That your

Majefly's learned Council may have orders toconfider of all

former grants of Recufants Lands, that fuch may be avoid-

ed as are avoidable by law. Anfw. " It fhall be done, ac-

cording as is deftred." That your Majefly give order to your

Judges, and all Officers of Juflice, to fee the laws againfl

Popifh Recufants duly executed. Anfw. u His Majefly
" leaves the laws to their courfe." That your Majeflv will

remove from places of Authority and Government all Po-

pifh Recufants. Anfw. *< His Majefly will give order ac-

cordinglv." That order be taken for difarming all Popifh

Recufants convict according to law, and that Popifh Recu-

fants be commanded to retire to their houfes and be confin-

ed within five miles of home. Anfw. " The laws fhall be
•' put in execution." That none of your Majefly's natural

born Subjects go to hear Mafs at the Iloufes or Chapels of

foreign Amballadors. Anfw. " The King will rive order

accord-
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" accordingly." That the Statute of i Eliz. for the pay-

ment of twelve pence every Sunday by fuch as abfent from

divine Service in the Church, without a lawful excufe, be

put in execution. Anfw. " The King promifes the penal-

" ties (hall not be difpenfed with." That your Majefty

will extend your princely care to Ireland, that the like

courfes may be taken there for eftablifhing the true Re-
ligion. Anfw. " His Majefty will do all that a religious

" King can do in that affair."

'Tis furprizing that the King fhould make thefe promi- Remarks.

fes to his Parliament within fix months after he had figned Rufh™.

his marriage Articles, in which he had engaged to fet all

Roman Catholicks at liberty, and to fuffer no fearch or mo-
leftation to be given them for their Religion, and had in

confequence of it pardoned twenty Romifh Priefts, and (in

imitation of his Royal Father) given orders to his Lord-
Keeper to direct the Judges and Juftices of the Peace all o-

ver England, " to forbear all manner of proceedings againfl

" hisRoman Catholick Subjects,bylnformation, Indictment,
" or otherwife ; it being his Royal Pleafure that there

" fhould be a Ceffation of all and fingular pains and penalties

" whereunto they are liable by any Laws, Statutes, or Or-
" dinances of this Realm." But as a judicious Writer ob- R .

ferves, it feems to have been a maxim in this and the laft

Reign, ** That no Faith is to be kept with Parliaments."

The Papifts were fenfible of the reafons of State that obli-

ged the King to comply outwardly with what he did not real-

ly intend ; and therefore tho' his Majefty directed a letter

to his Archbifhop, [December 15, 1625.] to proceed a-

gainft popifh Recufants, and a Proclamation was publifhed

to recal the Englifh Youth from popifh Seminaries, little

regard was paid to it. The King himfelf releafed eleven

Romifh Priefts out of prifon, by fpecial warrant the next

day : The titular Bifhop of Chalcedon, by letters dated

June 1, 1625. appointed a popifh Vicar-General, and Arch-
deacons all over England ; whofe names were afterwards

publifhed in the year 1643. And when the next Parlia- Ruftw.
ment petitioned for the removal of Papifts from offices of p. 391.

Truft, it appeared by a Lift annexed to their petition, that

there were no lefs than fifty nine of the nobility and gentry
of that Religion in the Commiffion.

But the King not only connived at the Roman Catholicks Kingcontri-

at home, but unhappily contributed to the ruin of the Pro- butestothe

teftant Religion abroad. Cardinal Richlieu having formed a ^J^L
defign to extripate the Hugonots out of France, by fecuring all

their
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their places of ftrength, laid fiege to Rochel, a Sea Port

Town, with a good harbour, and a number of Ships fuffi-r

cient for its defence. Richlieu, taking advantage of the

King's late match with France, fent to borrow feven or eight

Ships, to be employed as the King of France mould direct,

who appointed them to block up the harbour of Rochel

;

but when the honeft Sailors were told where they were go-
ing, they declared they would rather be thrown over-board,

or hanged up upon the Top of the Mads than fight againft

their Proteftant Brethren. Admiral Pennington and the

French Officers ufed all their rlietorick to perfuade them,
but they were inflexible. The Admiral therefore acquainted

the King, who fent him a Warrant to the following effect

:

" That he mould confign his own Ship immediately into

" the hands of the French Admiral, with all her Equipage
** Artillery,&c. and require the other feven to put themfelves
" into the Service of our dear Brother, the French King ;

** and in cafe of backwardnefs or refufal, we command you
** to ufe all forcible means, even to the finking." In

purfuance of this warrant the Ships were delivered into the

hands of the French, but all the Engliih Sailors and Offi-

cers abondoned them except two. J he French having got

the Ships and Artillery, quickly manned them with Sailors

of their own Religion, and joining the reft of the French
Fleet they blocked up the Harbour, deftroyed the little

Fleet of the Rochellers, and cut off their Communication
by Sea with their Proteftant Friends, by which means they

were reduced to all the hardfhips of a mod dreadful famine ;

and after a long blockade both by Sea and Land, Avere for-

ced to furrender the chief bulwark of the Proteftant Intercft

in France into the hands of the Papifts.

To return to the Parliament ; it has been remembred,that

Mr. Richard Montague, a Clergyman, and one of the

King's Chaplains, publifhed a Book in the year 1623, en-

titled, " A newGagfor an old Goofe," in aniwer to a popifh

Book, entitled, " A Gag for the newGofpel." The Book
containing fundry proportions tending to the difturbance of

Church and State, was complained of in the Houfe of Com-
mons, who, after having examined the Author at their

Bar, referred him to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, who
difmiffed him, with an exprefs prohibition to write no more
about fuch matters. But Montague being encouraged from

Court went on, and writ " An Appeal to Caefar," defigning it

for King James, but being dead before it was ready, it was de-

dicated
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dicated to King Charles, and recommended at firft by feveral King

Court Bifhops, who upon better confederation artfully with- ^^ "

drew their Names from before it ; and left Dr. Fr. White

to appear by himfelf, as he complained publickly. The
Appeal was calculated to promote Arminianifm; to attempt

a Reconciliation with Rome, and to advance the King's

Prerogative above Law. The Houfe appointed a Commit-
tee to examine into the errors of it ; after which they voted

it to be contrary to the Articles of the Church of England,

and bound the Author in a Recognizance of two thoufand

pounds for his appearance.

Bifhop Laud apprehending this to be an Invafion of the Montague

prerogative, and a dangerous precedent, joined with two cenfured by

other Bifhops in a Letter to the Duke of Buckingham, g^^Let*
to engage his Majefty to take the caufe into his own hands : t er in his

The Letter fays, " That the Church of England when it Favour.

* c was reformed would not be too bufy with School points of
a * a*

f( Divinity ; now the points for which Mr. Montague is Ru(hw.

te brought into trouble, are of this Kind ; fome are refolv- P« 17&
ie ed Doctrines of the Church of England, which he is

*e bound to maintain ; and others are fit only for Schools,

" wherein men may abound in their own fenfe. To make
" men fubfcribe School Opinions is hard, and was one
" great fault of the Council of Trent. Befides, Difputes
" about Doctrines in Religion ought to be determined in a
*' National Synod or Convocation, with the King's Licence,
iC and not in Parliament ; if we fubmit to any other Judge
u we fhall depart from the Ordinance of Chrift, we fhali

u derogate from the honour of the late King, who faw
" and approved of all the opinions in that book ; as well

" as from his prefent Majefly's Royal Prerogative, who has
" power and right to take this matter under his own care,
** and refer it in a right courfe to Church Confideration.
" Some of the opinions which are oppofite to Mr. Monta-
" gue's will prove fatal to the Government if publickly
•* taught and maintained ; When they had been concluded
" upon at Lambeth, Queen Elizabeth caufed them to be
" fuppreffed, and fo they continued, till of late fome of
" them received countenance from the Synod of Dort

;

" a Synod, whofe conclufions have no authority in this
* ( Country, and 'tis to be hoped never will." Signed, Jo.

Roffenfis, Jo. Oxon, and Guilielrnus Menevenfis, Aug. 2d.

1625.

This
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This Letter had its effecl:, and procured Montague his

Quietus at prefent. The King declared he would bring

the caufe before the Council, it being a branch of his Su-

premacy to determine matters of Religion. He expreffed

his difpleafure againll the Commons, for bringing his Chap-
lain to their bar, and for alarming the Nation with the

danger of Popery. But thefe affairs, together with the

King's aflifling at the Siege of Rochel, made fuch a noife

at Oxford, where the Parliament were re-affembled, be-

caufe of the Plague at London, that the King was obliged

to diffolve them [Aug. 1 2.] before they had granted the

Supplies neceffary for carrying on the war. Nor did his

Majerty pafs any A6f. relating to Religion, except one,

which was foon after fufpended by his Royal Declaration ;

it was " to prevent unlawful paftimes on the Lord's Day."
The Preamble fets forth, That the holy keeping of the

Lord's Day is a principal part of the true Service of God
" Therefore it is enacted, That there mail be no af-

" femblies of people out of their own Parifhes, for any
" fports or paftimes whatfoever ; nor any bear-beating, bull-

'* beating, interludes, common plays, or other unlawful ex-
" ercifes or paftimes, within their own parifhes, on forfei-

" ture of three millings and fix pence for every fuch of-

" fence to the poor." But this Law was never put in ex-

ecution. Men were reproached and cenfured for too flricl

an obfervation of the Lord's Day, but none that I have met
with for the profanation of it.

His Majefty having difmiffed his Parliament before

Arbitrary tney had given him the neceffary fupplies for the War with

Methods of Spain, refolved to try his credit, by borrowing money, by
railing Mo- wa^ Qf \0&n ^ f fo^ perf ns as were bell: able to lend ; for

Ru:iiw. this purpofe Gentlemen were taxed at a certain fum, and

p. 195- had promiffory letters under the Privy Seal to be repayed

in eighteen months. With this money the King fitted out

a fleet againft Spain, which after it had waited about two

months for the Plate-fleet, returned without doing any ac-

tion worth remembrance.

The Ceremony of the King's Coronation, which was not
King'sCoro- performed till the beginning of February, was another ex-

RaD?n
pence which his Majefty thought fit to provide for, by iffu-

j) 35. ing out a proclamation, That all fuch as had forty pounds

a year, or more, and were not yet Knights, fliould come
and receive the order of Knighthood, or compound for it.

This was a new grievance, loudly complained of in the fol-

lowing
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lowing Parliaments. The Coronation was performed by King

Archbifhop Abbot, aflifted by Bifhop Laud as Dean of
Cb
$*f'

Weftminfter, who, befides the old Regalia, which were in Km^^rmmmt

his Cuftody, that is, the Crown, the Sceptre, the Spurs,

&c. of King Edward the Confeflbr, brought forth an old

Crucifix, and placed it upon the Altar. As foon as the

Archbifhop had put the Crown upon that King's head, and

performed the other ufual Ceremonies, his Majefly being

feared on the Throne, ready to receive the Homage of the

Lords, Bifhop Laud came up to him, and read the follow-

ing extraordinary pafTage, which is not to be found in for-

mer Coronations. *' Stand, and hold fait, from hence-
" forth, the place to which you have been Heir by the
w Succeffion of your Fore-fathers, being now delivered to

" you by the Authority of Almighty God, and by the

" hands of us, and all the Bifhops and Servants of God.
" And as you fee the Clergy to come nearer to the Altar

" than others, fo remember that in all places convenient
" you give them greater Honour, that the Mediator of
" God and Man may eflablifh you in the Kingly Throne,
*' to be a Mediator between the Clergy and the Laiety,

" and that you may reign for ever with Jefus Chrifl, the

" King of Kings, and Lord of Lords." This, and fundry

other Alterations were objected to the Archbifhop at his

Trial, which we fhall take notice of hereafter.

The King's Treafury being exhaufled, and the war AnewPar-

with Spain flill open, his Majefly was obliged to call a new liarRent -

Parliament ; but to avoid the choice of fuch Members as had

exclaimed againff. the Duke of Buckingham, and infifled

upon redrefs of grievances, the Court pricked them down
for Sheriffs, which difqualified them from being chofen

Members of Parliament ; of this number were Sir Edward
Coke, Sir Robert Philips, and Sir Thomas Wentworth,
afterwards Lord Strafford. The Houfes met Feb. 6. and
fell immediately upon Grievances. A Committee for Re-
ligion was appointed, of which Mr. Pym was Chairman,
who examined Mr. Montague's Writings, (viz.) his Gag,
his Appeal, and his Treatife of the Invocation of Saints,

out of which they collected feveral opinions contrary to

the book of Homilies and the Thirty nine Articles, which
they reported to the Houfe ; as,

i. " That he maintained the Church of Rome is, and Articles e*
u ever was a true Church, contrary to the fixteenth Homily ^J^Vi-
** of the Church of England. tague.

2. " That Ru(1,w «

p. ZQQ.
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^
inS 2. " That the faid Church had ever remained firm upon

1626
" w tne fame foundation of Sacraments and Doctrine inftitu-

i_- ¥^,j " ted by God.

3. " That fpeaking of the Doctrines of Faith, Hope,

f' and Charity, he affirmed, that none of thefe are con-
" troverted between the Papifls and Protectants ; but that
* c the controverted Points are of a leffer and inferior Na-
i
l ture, of which a man may be ignorant without any dan-
" ger of his Soul.

4. " That he maintained the ufe of Images, for Inftruc-

" tion of the Ignorant, and exciting Devotion.

5. " That in his Treatife of the Invocation of Saints he
" affirmed, that fome Saints have a peculiar Patronage,
" Cuflody, Protection and Power, (as Angels have) over
" certain Perfons and Countries.

6. " That in his Appeal he maintained, That men jufli-

" fied may fall away from Grace, and may recover again,
" but not certainly nor neceffarily.

7. " That the faid R. Montague has endeavoured to

" raife Factions among the King's Subjects, by carting the
*' odious fcandalous Name of Puritans upon thofe who
" conform to the Doctrines and Ceremonies of the Church*

f* That he fcoffed at preaching, at Lectures, and all mews
*' of Religion ; and that the defign of his Book was appa-
" rently to reconcile the Church of England with the See
« of Rome."

In what manner the Commons defigned to profecute this

Impeachment is uncertain, for Montague was not brought

to his defence, the King having intimated again to the Houfe,

that their Proceedings, againit him without his leave was
difpleafing to him ; that as to their holding him to bail, he

thought his fervants might have the fame protection as an

ordinary Burgefs, and therefore he would take the Caufe

into his own hands j and foon after he diilolved the Par-

liament.

Conferences Though the Arminian Controverfy was thus taken
between Cal- out f the hands of the Parliament, it was warmly de-

Arminlans.
bated without doors ; Montague was attacked in print by

Prynne'e Dr. Carleton Biftiop of Chichefter, Dr. Sutlirle Dean of
Cam.Doom, Exeter, Dr. Featly, Dr. Goad, Mr. Ward, Burton,

Fuller'

59
' Yates, Wotton, Prynne, and Fran. Roule, Efqj

B.XI.p.124. Conferences were appointed to debate the point, " Of
" the podibility of the Elects falling from Grace." One
was at York Houfe, Feb. 11, 162^-6. before the Dike
pf Buckingham, Earl of Warwick, and other Lords ;

Dr.
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Dr. Buckeridge BifTiop of Rochefler, and Dr. White King

Dean of Carlifle, being on one fide ; and Dr. Moreton Ch^f L

Bifliop of Coventry, and Dr. Preflon, on the other. The
fuccefs of the Difpute is varioufly related ; but the Earl of

Pembroke faid, that none went from thence Arminians,

fave thofe who came thither with the fame opinions. Soon lb. p. 125,

after, Feb. 17th, there was a fecond Conference in the fame

place, Dr. White and Mr. Montague on one fide, and Dr.

Moreton and Prefton on the other ; Dr. Preflon carried it

clear at firfl, by dividing his Adverfaries, who quickly per-

ceiving their error, united their forces (fays my Author) in

a joint oppofition to him ; but upon the whole, thefe Con-
ferences ferved rather to encreafe the differences than abate

them. The King therefore iffued out a Proclamation, con-

taining veryexprefs Commands not to preach or difpute up-

on the controverted points of Arminianifm. It was dated

Jan. 14. 1626, and fets forth, " That the King will admit Klngputs

** of no Innovations in the Doclrine, Difcipline, or Go- theConiro-
" vernment of the Church, and therefore charges all his reify.

" Subjects, and efpecially the Clergy, not to publiih or Rl,fhw
- p-

" maintain in preaching or writing, any new inventions or Bj'b^Regia.
" opinions, contrary to the faid Doctrine and Difcipline

*' eflablifhed by law, affuring them, that his Majefly will

" proceed againfl all offenders againfl this Order, with all

" that feverity their Contempt mall deferve, that by the
'* exemplary punifiiment of a few, others may be warned
" againfl falling under the jufl indignation of their Sove-
" reign."

One would have thought this proclamation to be in fa- Reftraint of

vour of Calvinifm, but the execution of it being in the ^ Preisia

hands of Laud, and the Bifhops of his party, the edge was Arminu-

turned againfl: the Puritans, and it became, (fays Rufhworth) nifm -

the flopping of their A-touths, and gave an uncontrouled
u nvv

' p°

liberty to the tongues and pens of the Arminian party. Rapin, p,

Others were of opinion, that Laud and Neile procured this 107«

injunction, in order to have an opportunity to opprefs the

Calvinifls who fhould venture to break it, while the difobe-

dienee of the contrary party fhould be winked at. The
Puritans thought they might flill write in defence of the re-

ceived Doclrine of the thirty nine Articles, but the Prefs

being in the hands of their adverfaries, forneof their Books
were flopt, fome were caflrated, and others that were got

abroad were called in, and the authors and publifhers quef- Prynne
> P*

tionedinthe Star-Chamber and High Commiffion, for en-
* 5 '

l5#'

gaging in a Controverfv prohibited bv the Government. By
Vol. II. K thefe
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thefe methods effectual care was taken, that the Puritan

and Calvinian Writers mould do their adverfaries no harm.
Bifhop Laud, with two or three of his Chaplains, under-

taking to judge of truth and error, civility and good man-
ners, tor all the wife and great Men of the Nation, in do-

ing which they were fo ihamefully partial, that learning

and induftry were difcouraged, Men of gravity and great

experience not being able to perfuade themfclves to fubmit

their Labours to be mangled and torn in pieces by a few
younger Divines, who were both judges and parties in the

Complaint affair. At length the Bookfellers being almoft ruined, pre-

%fe*s
ferr'd a petition feo the next Parliament [1628.] complain-

Ruihw. p. ing that the Writings of their bed Authors were ftifled in

6.5- the Prefs, while the Books of their Adverfaries [Papifts and

Arminians] were publifhed, and fpread over the whole
Kingdom. Thus " Cheney's Collectiones Theologicse,"

an Arminian and popifli Performance was licenfed ; when
the learned Dr. Twiffe's anfwer to Arminius, though writ in

Latin, was ftopt in the Prefs. Mr. Montague's Book, en-

Prynne, p. titled, " God's Love to Mankind," was licenfed and pub-
166, 167, Hihed, when Dr. Twiffe's Reply to the fame Book was

fuppreffed. Many Affidavits of this kind were made againff

Laud at his Trial, by the moil famous Cahiniffical Wri-
ters, as will be feen hereafter.

And in fa- The Cafe was the fame with regard to Books againff

vour of Po- Popery ; the Queen and the Roman Catholicks muff not be
re,7' infulted, and therefore all offenfive paffages, fuch as calling

the Pope Antichrift ; the Church of Rome " no true

" Church ;" and every thing that tended to expofe Images

in Churches, Crucifixes, Penance, Auricular ConfelTion,

and popifh Abfolutioa, muff be expunged. Sir Edward
X)eering compares the " Licenfers of the Prefs" to the

Managers of the " Index Expurgatorius" among the Pa-

piffs, " who clip the Tongues of fuch Witnefles whofe
" Evidences they do not like ; in like manner (fays he)
i: our Licenfers fupprefs the Truth, while popifh Pamph-
<J

lets lly abroad" Cum Privilegio ;
" nay, the} are fo

" bold as to deface the moff learned Labours of our anci-

" ent and belt Divines. But herein the Roman Index is

" better than ours, that they approve of their own effa-

" blimed Doctrines; but our Innovators alter our fettled

" Doctrines, and fuperinduce points repugnant and con-
" tiaiy. This I do affirm, andean take upon myfelf to

*• prove."

Terrible
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Terrible were the triumphs of Arbitrary Power over the King

Liberties and Eftates of the Subject, in the intervals be- ^g **

tvveen this and the next Parliament ; Gentlemen of Birth ._ _ ,1

and Character, who refufed to lend what Money the Coun- Gentlemen,

cil was pleafed to affefs them, were taken out of their c" lzen *>

Houfes and imprifoned at a great diftance from their habita-
jmprifoned

tions ; among thefe were Sir Thomas Wentworth, Sir on account

Walter Earle, Sir John Strangeways, Sir Thomas Gran-

°

ftl

^

eLoan*

tham, Sir Harbottle Grimftone, John Hampden, Efq; and ^"s^ioj
others ; fome were confined in the Fleet, the Marfhalfea, 418,473.

the Gate-Houfe, and other prifons about London, as Sir

John Elliot, Mr. Selden, eVc. Upon the whole, there were

jmprifoned by orders of Council, nineteen Knights, thir-

teen Efquires, and four Gentlemen, in the County Gaols ;

three Knights, one Efquire, and four wealthy Citizens in

the Fleet, befides great numbers in other places. Thofe
of the lower Sort that refufed to lend were preffed for the

Army, or had Soldiers quartered upon them, who by their

infolent behaviour difturbed the peace of Families, and com-
mitted frequent Robberies, Burglaries, Rapines, Murders,

and other barbarous Cruelties, infomuch that the Highways
were dangerous to travel/and the Markets unfrequented. The
King would have borrowed one hundred thoufand pounds of

the City of London, but they excufed themfelves. How-
ever, his Majefty got a round fum of Money from the Pa-
pifls, by iffuing out a Commiffion to the Archbifhop of

York, to compound with them for all their Forfeitures that

had been due for Recufancy, fince the tenth of King
James I. or that mould be due hereafter. By this fatal po-

licy, (fays the noble Hirtorian) Men well affected to the

Hierarchy, but enemies to arbitrary power, were obliged

to fide with the Puritans to fave the Nation, and enable

them to oppofe the Defigns of the Court.

To convince the people that it was their duty to fubmit Sibthorp's

to the Loan, the Clergy were employed to preach up the Sert

£
or»for

Doctrines of Paffive-Obedience and Non-Refiftance, and to festive.

"*

prove, that the abfolute fubmiflion of Subjects to the Royal Rufhw. p.

Will and Pleafure of their Sovereign, was the Doctrine of 42 3-

Holy Scripture ; among thefe was Doctor Sibthorp a Man
of mean parts, but of fordid ambition, who in his Ser-

mon :;.' the Lent Affixes at Northampton, from Rom.
xiii. 7. told the people, " That if Princes commanded any
" thing which Subjects might not perform, becaufe it is

" againfr. the Laws of God, or of Nature, or impoffible,
'* yet Subjects are bound to undergo the punilhment, with-

K 2 " out
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" out refitting or railing, or reviling ; and fo to yield a
" Paffive Obedience where they cannot yield an active
il one." Dr. Manwaring went further, in two Sermons
preached before the King at Oatlands, and pubhfhed under

the Title of *' Religion and Allegiance," He fays, " The
King is not bound to obferve the Laws of the Realm,
concerning the Subjects Rights and Liberties, but that

his Royal Will and Pleafure, in impofing Taxes without

Confent of Parliament, doth oblige the Subjects Con-
fcience on pain of Damnation ; and, that thofe who re-

" fufe obedience tranfgrefs the laws of God, infult the
" King's Supreme Authority, and are guilty of Impiety,
" Difloyalty, and Rebellion. That the authority of both
" Houies of Parliament is not neceffary for the raifing aids

" and fubfidies, as not fuitable to the Exigencies of the
" State." Thefe were the Doctrines of the Court

;

*' which (fays the noble Hiftorian) were very unfit for the
" place, and very fcandalous for the pcrfons, who prefum-
tf ed often to determine things out of the verge of their

" own profeiTion, and in " ordine ad fpiritualia," gave
" unto Coefar that which did not belong to him."

Sibthorp dedicated his Sermon to the King, and carried it

to Archbifliop Abbot to be licenfed, which the honeft old

Prelate refufed, for which he was fufpended from all his

Archiepifcopal Functions, and ordered to retire to Canter-

bury or Ford, a nioorifh, unhealthy place, five miles be-

yond Canterbury. The Sermon was then carried to the

Bifhop of London, who licenfed and recommended it
•'' as

" a Sermon learnedly and difcreetly preached, agreeable
" to the ancient Doctrine of the Primitive Church, both for

" Faith and good manners, and to the eftabliihed Doctrine
<£ of the Church of England."

Archbifhop Abbot had been out of favour for fome time,

becaufe he would not give up the laws and liberties of his

Country, nor treat the great Duke of Buckingham with

that lervile fubmirTion that he expected. Hey I in fays, the

King was difpleafed with him for being too favouarable to

the Puritans, and tooremifs in his Government ; and that

for this reafon he feized his Jurifdiction, and put it into

hands more ciifpofed to act with feverity. Fuller fays,

that a Commillion was granted to five Bifhops, where-

of Laud was one, to fufpend him for " cafual Homicide'*

that he had committed (Wen years before, and of which
he had been cleared by Commiflioners appointed to

examine into the Fact in the Reign of King James ;

befidesj
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befides, his Grace had a royal Difpenfation to fhelter him ^
Kins

1627.
from the Canons, and had ever fince exercifed his jurifdic-

tion without interruption, even to the confecrating of Laud
himfelf to a Bifhoprick. But the Commiffion mentions no
caufe of his fufpenfion, and only takes notice, that »the

" Archbifhop cannot at prefent, in his own perfon, attend

" the fervices which are otherwife proper for his connufance
" and jurifdiciion." But why could he not attend them ?

But becaufe his Majefly had commanded him to retire, for

rehifing to licenfe Sibthorp's Sermon. The blame of this

feverity fell upon Laud, as if not having patience to wait for

the reverend old Prelate's death, he was defirous to flep into

the archiepifcopal Chair, while he was alive ; for no fooner

was Abbot fufpended but his Jurifdichon was put into the

hands of five Bimops, by commiffion, of which Laud was
the chief.

There was another Prelate that gave the Court fome un- Bp. of Lin-

eafinefs, (viz.) Dr. Williams Bifhop of Lincoln, late Lord c
°^ ^\™

r'

Keeper of the Broad Seal, who being in difgrace at Court Puritans,

retired to his Diocefe, and became very popular among his R _

Clergy. He declared againft. the Loan, and fell in with the vol. I, 'p.

Puritans and Country Party, infomuch that Sir John Lamb 4Z0 -

and Dr. Sibthorp informed the Council, that they were
grieved to fee the Bifhop of Lincoln give place to uncon-
formable Miniflers, when he turned his back upon thofe that

were conformable. That the Puritans ruled all with him ;

and, that divers Puritans in Leicefterfhire being convened
before the Commiflaries, his Lordfhip would not admit pro-

ceedings to be had againft them. That they [the Commif-
faries for the High Commiffion] had informed the Bifhop

then at Bugden, that feveral of the factious Puritans in his

Diocefe would not come up to the Table to receive the Com-
munion kneeling ; that they kept unlawful Falls and Meet-
ings ; that one Fall held from eight in the morning till nine

at night ; and that collections for money were made without

authority, upon pretence for the Palatinate. That there-

fore they had defired leave from the Bifhop to proceed

againft them *' Ex officio ;" but the Bifhop replied, That
he would not meddle againft the Puritans, that for his part

he expected not another Bifhoprick ; they might complain

of them if they would to the Council Table, for he was
under a cloud already. He had the Duke of Buckingham
for his enemy, and thererefore would not draw the Puritans

upon him, for " He was fure they would carry all things at

*' laft." Befides, he faid, the King in the firft year of

K 1 his
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his Reign, had given anfvver to a Petition of the lower

Houfe at Oxford in favour of the Puritans.

It appeared, by the information of others, that Lamb and

Sibthorp prefs'd the Bifhop again to proceed againft the Pu-
ritans in Leicefterfhire ; that the Bifhop then afked them,

what fort of People they were, and of what condition ? To
which Sir John Lamb replied, in the prefence of Dr. Sib-

thorp, " That they feemed to the World to be fuch as

" would not fwear, whore, nor be drunk, but yet they
" would lye, cozen, and deceive ; that they would fre-

'* quently hear two Sermons a day, and repeat the fame
" again too, and afterwards pray, and that fbmetimes they
" would fail all day long." Then the Bifhop afked, whe-
ther the places where thofe Puritans were did lend money
freely upon the collection for the Loan ? To which Sir

John Lamb and Dr. Sibthorp replied, that they did. Then
faid the Bifhop, no man of difcretion can fay, that that

place is a place of Puritans : For my part (faid the Bifhop)

I am not fatisfied to give way to proceedings againft them ;

at which Sibthorp was much difcontented, and faid, he was
troubled to fee that the Church was no better regarded.

This information being tranfmitted to the Council, was
fealed up for the prefent, but was afterwards, with fome
other matters, produced againft his Lordfhip in the Star-

chamber, as will be feen hereafter.

France
Ul Though the King was at war with Spain, and with the

Houfe of Auftria, and (if I may be allowed to fay it) with

his own Subjects, though he had no money in his Exche-
quer, and was at the greateft lofs how to raife any ; yet he

fuffered himfelf to be prevailed with to enter into a new war
with France, under the colour of fupporting the Proteftant

Religion in tbat country, without fo much as thinking of

ways and means to fupport it. But when one confiders the

character of this King and his Minillry, we can hardly be-

lieve that this could be the real motive of the war; for his

Majefty and his whole Court had a mortal averfion to the

French Hugonots. Buckingham bad no Religion at all ;

Rapin, Wefton and Conway were Catholicks ; Laud and Neile

r< n9- thought there was no falvation out of the Church of Eng-

land : How then can it be fuppofed that they fhould make
war for the fupport of a Religion, for which they had the

utmoft contempt ? Lord Clarendon fays, the war was owing

to Buckingham's difappointment in his amours at the Fj -

Court; but 'tis more likely he advifed it to keep up the

mifundcrftandings between the King and his Parliaments,

by
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by continuing the neceflity of raifing money by extraordi-

nary methods, upon which his credit and reputation de-

pended. War being declared, the Queen's Domeflicks

were fent home, and a Fleet was fitted out, which made a

fruitlefs defcent upon the Iile of Rhee, under the conduct

of the Duke of Buckingham, with the lofs of five thoufand

men. This raifed a world of complaints and murmurs
againft: the Duke, and obliged the weak and unhappy King
to try the experiment of another Parliament, which was ap-

pointed to meet March 17, 1627-8.

As foon as this refolution was taken in Council, orders 1628,

were difpatched to all parts of the Kingdom, to releafe the .f-
"ew Par'

gentlemen imprifoned for the Loan, to the number of fevcnty

eight, moft of whom were chofen Members for the enfuing

Parliament. In the mean time, his Majefly went on with

raifing money by Excife ; and inflead of foftening the mi-

flakes of his government, put on an air of high fovereignty,

and told his Parliament, that if they did not provide for the

neceffities of the State, he fhould ufe thofe other means that

God had put into his hands, to fave that which the follies

of other men would hazard. " Take not this (fays his Ruftw.

" Majefly) as a threatning, for I fcorn to threaten my in- P- 47$.

" feriors, but as an admonition from him, who, by nature
l< and duty, has moll: care of your prefervation and pro-
" fperity."

But the Parliament not being awed with this language,

began with grievances ; and though they voted five Sub-
fidies, they refufed to carry the Bill through the Houfe,
till they had obtained the Royal Affent to their Petition of Petition of

Right, which contained, among others, the following claims, riSht '

contained in Magna Charta.

1. That no Freeman (hall be detained in prifon by the

King an'd Privy-Council, without the caufe of commitment
be expreffed, for which by law he ought to be detained.

2. That an Habeas Corpus ought not to be denied, where
the law allows it.

3. That no Tax, Loan, or Benevolence, fhall be im-
pofed without Acl: of Parliament.

4. That no man fhall be fore-judged of life or limb, or

be exiled or deflroyed, but by the Judgment of his Peers,

according to the Laws of the Land, or by A£l of Par-
liament.

The King gave the Royal AfTent to this Bill in the mofl
ample manner, which I mention, that the reader may re-

K 4 member
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member what regard his Majefty paid to it in the following

twelve years of his Reign.

In the mean time, theHoufe of Lords went upon Manwa-
ring's Sermons, already mentioned, and paffed the following

Sentence upon the Author ;
" That he be imprifoned during

" pleafure, and be fined one thoufand pounds ; that he
" make his fubmimon at the Bar of the Houfe, and be fuf-

" pended from his Miniilry for three years ; that he be difi

* c abled for ever from preaching at Court, be uncapable of
" any ecclefiaflical or fecular Preferment, and that his fer-

" mons be burnt in London and both Univerfities." Ac-
cording to this fentence, Manwaring appeared upon his.

knees at the Bar of the Houfe, June 23. and made an am-
ple acknowledgment and fubmiilion, craving pardon of God,
the King, the Parliament, and the whole Commonwealth,
in words drawn up by a Committee : But the Houfes were
no fooner rifen, but his fine was remitted, and himielf pre-

ferred, firft to the Living of Stamford Rivers, with a Dif-

penfation to hold St. Giles's in the Fields, then to the

Deanry cf Worcefter, and after fome time to the Bifliop-

rick of St. David's.

Within a month after this, [Auguft 22.] Montague was.

preferred to the Bifhoprick of Chichefter. while he lay un-

der the cenfure of Parliament. At his Confecration at Bow
Church, Mr. Jones, a Stationer of London, flood up, and

excepted againil his qualification for a Bifhoprick, becaufe

the Parliament had voted him uncapable of any preferment

in the Church ; but his exceptions, were over- ruled, be-

caule they were not delivered in by a Proctor ; tho' Jones

averred that he could'not prevail with anyone to appear for

him, though he offered them their fees : So the Confecra-

tion proceeded.

Sibthorp, the other Incendiary, was made Prebendary of

Peterborough, and Rector of Burton Latimer in Wiltfhire;

though the Oxford Hiitorian confeffes he had nothing to re-

commend him but forwardnefs and fervile flattery.

While the Money Bill was going through the Houfe of

Lords, the Commons were bufy in drawing up a remon-
flrance of the Grievances of the Nation, with a petition for

redrefs : But as foon as the King had got his Money, he

came to the Houfe June 26. and prorogued the Parliament,

firll to the 20th of O&obcr, and then to the 26th of Ja-
nuary. The Commons being difappointed of prefenting

their Remonfrrancc, publiihcd it to the Nation ; lint the

King called it in, and, after fome time, published an anfwer,

drawn
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drawn up by Bifhop Laud, as was proved againft him at King

bis trial. l628
The Remonftrance was dated June if. and befides the i_t-, - ,j

civil grievances of billetting Soldiers, &c. complains with Parliament's

regard to Religion. a™*? and
1. Of the great encreafe of Popery by the Laws not be-

the K;'

>

s

ing put in execution ; by conferring honours and places of Anfwen

command upon Papifts ; by iffuing out commiffions to com-
pound for rheir recufancy, and by permitting Mafs to be

faid openly at Denmark Houfe, and other places.

The Anfwer denies any noted encreafe of Popery, or

that there is any caufe to fear it. As for Compofitions, they

are for the encreafe of his Majefty's profit, and for return-

ing that into his purfe, which the connivance of inferior of-

ficers might perhaps divert another way.

2. The Remonftrance complains of the difcountenancing

orthodox and painful Minifters, though conformable and

peaceable in their behaviour, infomuch that they are hardly

permitted to lecture where there is no conftant Preaching.—
That their books are prohibited,when thole of their adverfa-

ries are licenfed and published—That the Bifhops Neile and

Laud are juftly fufpe&ed of Arminianifm and popifhErrors ;

and that this being the way to Church Preferment, many
Scholars bend the courfe of their ftudies to maintain them.

The Anfwer denies the diftreffing or difcountenancing

good Preachers, if they be, as they are called, good ; but

affirms, that it was neceffary to prohibit their books, becaufe

fome whom the Remonftrance calls Orthodox, had affumed

an infufferable licenfe in printing. 'That great wrong
was done to the two eminent Prelates mentioned, without

any proof : For fhould they or any others attempt innova-

tion of Religion (fays his Majefty) we fhould quickly take

order with them, without flaying for the Remonftrance ;

and as for Church Preferments, we will always beftow them
as the reward of merit ; but as the preferments are ours, wc
will be Judge, and not be taught by a Remonftrance.

3. The Remonftrance complains of the growth of Armi-
nianifm, as a cunning way to bring in Popery.

The Anfwer fays, this is a great wrong to ourfelf and
Government ; for our people muft not be taught by a par-

liamentary Remonftrance, or any other way, that we are

fo ignorant of truth, or fo carelefs of the profeffion of it,

that any opinion or faction fhould thruft itfelf fo faft into our
Dominions without our knowledge. This is a mere dream,
ana would make our loyal people believe we are afleep.

But
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K'nS But the following Letter, writ at this time by a Jefuit

l62 8
' in England, to the Rector of the College at BrufTels, will

«_. —v
- j fufficiently fupport the Parliament's Charge, and mew how

Jefuit's let- Arminianifm and Popery, which have no natural connec-

srowth
U

ot

the
tion

>
came t0 be united at trns time againft the Protectant

Arminia- Religion, and the Liberties of England.
nifm ' " Let not the damp of aftonifhment feize upon your
Foxes and " ardent and zealous foul, (fays the Jefuit) in apprehending
Firebrands, « tne unexpected calling of a Parliament ; we [the Papifls]

p. u8. " have not oppofed, but rather furthered it.

Ruihw. p. " You mufl: know the Council is engaged to aflift the
474- " King by way of Prerogative, in cafe the Parliament fail.

" You fhall fee this Parliament will refemble the Pelican,
" which takes plealure to dig out with her beak her own
" bowels.

" The Elections have been in fuch confufion of appa-
u rent faction, as that which we were wont to procure with
" much art and induftry, when the Spanifh Match was
** in treaty.

" We have now many Strings to our Bow, and have
" ftrongly fortified our faction, and have added two Bul-
" warks more ; for when King James lived, he was very
" violent againfl: Arminianifm, and interrupted our flrong
*'" deflgns in Holland.
" Now we have planted that fovereign drug Arminia-

*' nifm, which we hope will purge the Proteftants from
" their Herefy, and it flourifhes and bears fruit in due
" feafon.

*' The materials that build up our Bulwark, are the
c{ projectors and beggars of all ranks and qualities ; hovv-

" ever, both thefe factions co-operate to deftroy the Par-
" liament, and to introduce a new fpecies and form of Go-
" vernment, which is Oligarchy,

*' Thefe ferve as Mediums and inftruments to our end,

" which is the univerfal Catholick Monarchy ; our foun-

" dation muft be Mutation, and Mutation will caufe a

" Relaxation-
'* We proceed now by Counfel and mature deliberation,

" how and when to work upon the Duke's [Buckingham's]
*' jealoufy and revenge ; and in this we give the ho-
*' nour to thofe that merit it, which are the Church Ca-
*' tholicks.

'* There is another matter of confequence which we
" mufl take much into our confideration and tender care,

" which
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" which is to ftave off Puritans, that they hang not in the King

" Duke's ears : They are an impudent fubtile people, and ^"g '

" it is to be feared left they fhould negotiate a reconcilia- ^~yx^
" tion between the Duke and the Parliament at Oxtord
" and Weftminfter ; but now we aflu re ourfelves, that we
" have fo handled the matter, that both the Duke and Par-

" liament are irreconcileable.

" For the better prevention of the Puritans, the Armi-
" nians have already lock'd up the Duke's ears, and we
" have thofe of our own Religion that ftand continually at

" the Duke's Chamber to fee who goes in and out. We
" cannot be too circumfpecf. and careful in this regard.

" I cannot choofe but laugh to fee how fome of our own
" Coat have accoutred themfelves ; and 'tis admirable how
'* in Speech and Gefture they acl: the Puritans. The
(t Cambridge Scholars, to their woful experience fhall fee,

l( we can aft the Puritans a little better than they have
" done the Jefuits. They have abufed our facred Patron
" in jeft, but we will make them fmart for it in earnefr.

" But to return to the main fabrick, our Foundation is

" Arminianifm ; the Arminians and Projectors affecl: mu-
tc tation ; this we fecond and enforce by probable argu-
" ments. We fhew how the King may free himfelf of
" his Ward, and raife a vaft Revenue without being be-
*' holden to his Subjects, which is by way of Excife. Then
" our Church Catholicks fliew the means how to fettle the

" excife, which muft be by a mercenary army of foreigners

" and Germans ; sheir Horfe will eat up the country
i( where they come, though they be well paid, much more
" if they be not paid. The Army is to confift of twenty
" thouiand Foot, and two thoufand Horfe ; fo that if the
'* Country rife upon fettling the Excife, as probably they
" will, the Army will conquer them, and pay themfelves
" out of the confifcation. Our defign is to work the Pro-
u teftants.as well as Catholicks to welcome in a conqueror.
" We hope to diffolve Trade, to hinder the building of
u Shipping, and to take away the Merchant Ships, that

" they may not eafily light upon the Weft-India Fleet, &c."
It appears from this Letter, that Puritanifm was the

only bulwark of the Conftitution, and of the Proteftant Re-
ligion, againft the inroads of Popery and arbitrary power.

4. To go on with the Parliament's Remcnftrance, which .

St
f

e of
f

c*

complains further of the miferable condition of Ireland, ja^,

where the popifn Religion is openly profeffed, and their

ecclefiaftical
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Klng ecclefiaftical Difcipiine avowed, Monafterics, Nunneries,

1*628.
' anc^ otner Religious Houfes re-edified, and filled with men

^^m^m^j and women of feveral orders, even in the City of Dub-
lin itfelf.

The Anfwer fays, That the Proteftant Religion is not

in a worfe condition than Queen Elizabeth left it ; and

adds, that it is a difparagement to the King's Govern-
ment to report the building of religious Houfes in Dub-
lin, and other places, when the King himfelf had no ac-

count of it.

But it feems the Parliament knew more of the affairs

of Ireland than Bifhop Laud ; the Agents for that King-

dom had reprefented the Proteftant Religion in great dan-

ger, by the fufpending all proceedings againfl them ever

fince the King came to the Crowo ; by this means they

were become fo bold, that when Lord Falkland fummoned
their Chiefs to meet at Dublin, 1626. in order to a gene-

ral contribution for defence of the Kingdom againfl: a fo-

reign Invafion, they declared roundly, That they would

contribute nothing without a toleration, and liberty to build

religious Houfes ; upon which the Affembly was difmifTed.

This awakened the Proteftant Bifhops, who met together,

and figned the following Proteftation, Novemb. 26, 1626.

Protefhtkm « «-|-» ji ]? Religion of Papifts is fuperftitious and idola-

Biftiops a-
" •*• trous

J
ar>d their Church apoftatical ; to give them

gainft a To- " therefore a Toleration is a grievous fin, becaufe it makes
leration of « ourfelves acceffary to all the abominations of Popery, and
°Pery« (c ro (-hg percJition of thofe fouls that perifh thereby ; and

" becaufe granting a toleration in refpecl of any money to
" be given, or contribution to be made by them, is to fet

" Religion to fale, and with it the Souls that Chrift has
" redeemed with his Blood. We therefore befeech the
" God of Truth, to make thofe who are in authority zea-
" lous for God's Glory, and refolute againll all Popery,
" Superftition and Idolatry."

Signed by Arehbifhop Ufher, and eleven of

of his Brethren.

But notwithftanding this proteftation, the Papifts gained

their point, and in the fourth year of the King's Reign
had a Toleration granted them, in conlideration of the fum

of one hundred and twenty thoufand Pounds to be paid in

three years.

With
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With regard to the building religious Houfes, 'tis won- King

derful that neither the King nor his prime Minifter mould ^^ *

know any thing of it, when the Lord Deputy Falkland had v—v—_J

this very Summer iffued out a Proclamation with this pre- Proclamati-

amble, ** Forafmuch as we cannot but take notice, that the
°n

°,
f
i.
he

,

• • rr -1 i- n -n Lord deputy
" late mtermiliion or the legal proceedings agamit popiin Falkland a-
t( pretended, or titular Archbifhops, Bifhops, Abbots, §ainfl them.

" Deans, Vicars-General, and others of that fort, that

" derive their authority and orders from Rome, hath bred
" fuch an extraordinary infolence and prefumption in them,
* as that they have dared of late, not only to affemble

" themfelves in publick places, but alfo <c have erected

" Houfes and Buildings, called publick Oratories. Colleges,

" Mafs-Houfes, and Convents of Friars, Monks and
* Nuns, in the Eye and open view of the State, and elfe-
<l where," and do frequently exercife juriidicfion againfr.

" his Majefty's Subjects, by authority derived from Rome,
" and by colour of teaching Schools in their pretended Mo-
" naileries, to train up youth in their fuperftitious Religion,

" contrary to the laws and Ecclefiaftical Government of
" this Kingdom : We therefore will and require them, to

" forbear to exercife their jurifdiction within this Kingdom,
" and to relinquiili and break up their Convents and religi-

" ous Houfes, cVc." Could fuch a Proclamation be

printed and difperfed over the Kingdom of Ireland, without

being known to the Englifli Court ?

But further to mew that Bifnop Laud himfelf could not Bi/liop

be ignorant of the dangerous increafe of Popery in Ireland, Bedell's

the Bifnop eleft of Kilmore, Dr. Bedell fent him the fol- ^?°"ntof

lowing account about this time : " 1 he popiin Clergy are bers.

'* more numerous than thofe of the Church of England ;
Pryone's

" they have their Officials and Vicars-General for Ecciefi-
Introd

" ^
*' aftical Jurifdi&ion, and are fo hardy as to excommunicate Collier'*

" thofe who appear at the Courts of the Proteflant Bifhops. Eccl - Hift-

" Almoft every parifh has a Prieff. of the Romii'h Commu- p* 7 *°*

** nion ; Maffes are fo'me times faid in Churches, and ex-
" cepting a few Bntifh Planters, not amounting to the
<c tenth part of the people, the reft are all declared Recu-
" fants. In each Diocefe there are about {even or eight
" of the reformed Clergy well qualified, but thefe not
fi understanding the language of the Natives, cannot per-
* c form divine Service, nor converfe with their Parifhion-
** ers to advantage, and confequently are in no capacity to
rt put a flop to fuperftition."

Let
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Let the Reader now judge, whether the i( Anfwer to
" the Remondi ance" be not very evafive ? could this great

Statefman be ignorant of fo many notorious facls ? was the
growth of Arminiamfm and arbitrary power a dream ? was
any .wrong done to himfelr, or his brother of Winchefler,
by faying, they countenanced thefe principles ? was not the

increafe of Popery both in England and Ireland notorious, by
fufpending the penal Laws, ever fince the King came to

the Crown, and granting the Pnpifts a Toleration for a Sum
of Money ? where then was the policy of lulling the Na-
tion afleep, while the enemy were encreafing their num-
bers, and whetting their Swords for a general Maffacre of

the Proteftants, which they accomplifhed in Ireland about
twelve years afterwards.

The Bifhop obferves in his Diary, that this Parliament
laboured his ruin, becaufe they charged him with " un-
" foundnefs of opinion ;" but his Lordfhip had fuch an
influence over the the King as render'd all their attempts

fruitlefs ; for the See of London becoming vacant this Sum-
mer, Laud was tranflated to it July 15th, and the Duke of
Buckingham being {tabbed at Portfmouth by Felton, Aug.
23d following, this ambitious Prelate became prime Mini-
fler in all affairs both of Church and State.

One of the Bifhop's firft attempts, after his tranflation

to London, was to tlifle the*' Predeflinarian Controverfv,"

for which purpofe he procured the Thirty nine Articles to

be reprinted, with the following Declaration at the head of
them.

Bv the King.
" T) E I N G by God's Ordinance, and our juft Title,

" D Defender of the Faith, &c. within thefe Domini-
" ons, we hold it agreeable to our Kingly Office, for the
" prefervation of unity, and peace, not to fuffer any unne-
" cefiary difputations which may nouriih faction in the

" Church or Commonwealth : We therefore, with the
" advice of our Bifhops declare, that the Articles of
" the Church of England, which the Clergy general-

" ly have fubfcribed, do contain the true Doctrine
" of the Church of England, agreeable to God's Word,
" which we do therefore ratify and confirm, requiring all

" our loving Subjects to continue in the uniform profellion

" thereof, and prohibiting the leafl difference from the I ud
" Articles. We take comfort in this, that all Cler
" men within our Realm have always moil \ fab-

" fcribed the Articles, which is an argument, that tiny all

11
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" agree in the true, ufual, literal meaning of them ; and King

" that in thofe curious points, in which the prefent diffe-
Ch

6

a
'g

Sl'

" rences lie, Men of all forts take the Articles to be for ._ '_

_j
" them, which is an argument again, that none of them
" intend any defertion of the Articles eflablifhed : Where-
<e fore we will, that all curious fearch into thefe things be
(i laid afide, and thefe difputes be fhut up in God's pro-

" mifes, as they be generally fet forth to us in holy Scrip-

" tures, and the general meaning of the Articles according
*' to them ; and that no man hereafter preach or print to

" draw the Article afide any way, but lhall fubmit to it,

" in the plain and full manner thereof, and lhall not put
" his own fenfe or Comment to the meaning of the Arti-

" cle, but mail take it in the literal and grammatical
" fenfe : That if any publick Reader in the Univerfities,

" or any other perfon, ihall affix any new fenfe to any Ar-
" tide, or fhall publickly read, or hold difputation on ei-

" ther fide ; or if any Divine in the Univerfities fhall

" preach, or print any thing either way, they fhall be li-

" able to cenfure in the Ecclefiaflical CommivTion, and we
" will fee there fhall be due Execution upon them."

Surely there never was fuch a confufed unintelligible De- Petition of
• the Calvi-

ckration ever printed ; but the Calvinift Divines underftood
nilts a aa in ft

the King's intention, and complained in a petition of " the it.

" reftraints they were laid under by his Majefty's forbidding p'7 nne > P>

<c them to preach the faving Doctrines of God's free Grace ' 5 '

" in Election, and PredefHnation to eternal Life, accord-
c * ing to the feventeenth Article of the Church. That this

" had brought them under a very uncomfortable Dilemma,
** either of falling under the divine difple^fure, if they did
" not execute their Commifllon in declaring the whole
" Counfel of God, or of being cenfured for oppofition to

" his Majefty's authority, in cafe they preached the re-
i( ceived Doclrines of the Church, and attacked the Pela-
" gian and Arminian Hcrefies boldly publifhed from Pulpit
" and Prefs, though cenfured by rling James as arrogant
" and atlieiltical ; and thofe who avow them to be agree-
" able to the Church of England are called grofs Liars.

" Therefore they humbly intreat, that his Majefty would
** be pleafed to take the forementioned Evils and Grie-
" vances into his princely confideration, and as a wife Phy-
* f fician, apply fuch fpeedy Remedies as may both cure the
' prefent diltemper, and prefer, e the Church and State

" from
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" from thofe plagues with which their Neighbours had not
" been a little diftrefled." But this Addrefs was ftopt in

its progrefs, and never reach'd the King's Ears.

In purfuance of his Majelly's Declaration all Books rela-

ting to the Arminian Controverfy were called in by procla-

mation and fuppreffed, and among others Montague's and
Manwaring's, which was only a feint to cover a more
deadly blow to be reached at the Puritans ; for at the fame
time Montague and Manwaring received the Royal Pardon,

and were preferr'd to fome of the bed Livings in the King-
dom (as has been obferved) while the anfwers to their

Books, by Dr. Featly, Dr. Goad, Mr. Burton, Ward,
Yates and Roufe, were not only fuppreffed, but the pub-
lishers queftion'd in the Star Chamber.
The King put on the fame thin difguife with regard to

Papifts ; a Proclamation was iffued out againft. Priefts and

Jefuits, and particularly againft the Bifhcp of Chalcedon ;

orders were alfo fent to the Lord Mayor of London, to

make fearch after them and commit them to prifon, but at

the fame time his Majefty appointed Commifiioners to

compound with them for their Recufancy ; fo that inrtead

of being fuppreffed, they became a branch of the Reve-
nue, and Sir Richard Wefton, a notorious Papitf, was
created Earl of Portland, and made Lord High Treafurer

of England.

When the Parliament met according to Prorogation,

January 20th, they began again with Grievances of Reli-

gion : Oliver Cromwell, Efq; being of the Committee,

reported to the Houfe the Countenance that was given by

Dr. Neile Bifhop of Winchefter, to Divines that preached

Arminian and Popifh Doctrine ; he mentioned the Favours

that had been beftowed upon Montague and Manwaring

who had been cenfured the lafl SefTions of Parliament ;

and added, " If this be the way to Church Preferment,
w what may we expe£t ?" upon debating the King's late

Declaration, the Houfe voted, " That the main 3^nd of
" that Declaration was to fupprefs the Puritan Party, and

" to give liberty to the contrary fide." Several warm
Speeches were made againft the new Ceremonies that be-

gan now to be introduced into the Church, as Images of

Saints and Angels, Crucifixes, Altars, and lighted Can-

dles, &o
Mr. Roufe flood up and (aid,

<c T defire it may be

" confulered, what new paintings have been laid upon the

" old Face of the Whore of Babylon, to make her
< k lliew
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mew more lovely. I defire it may be confidered, how King

the See of Rome doth eat into our Religion, and fret
lg

!

^
"

into the very Banks and Walls of it, and the laws and i_ ,

— - J
Statutes of this Realm.—I defire we may confider the

increafe of Arminianifm, an error that makes the Grace

of God lackey after the Will of Man. 1 defire we
may look into the Belly and Bowels of this Trojan Horfe,

to fee if there be not Men in it ready to open the Gates
to Romifh Tyranny, for an Arminian is the Spawn of a

Papift ; and if the warmth of favour come upon
him, you fhall fee him turn into one of thofe Frogs Rudiv*-.

that rofe out of the bottomlefs pit ; thefe Men ha- Vol. l - p«

ving kindled a Fire in our neighbour Country, are now 6 54-

endeavouring to fet this Kingdom in a flame."

Mr. Pymfaid, " That by the Articles fet forth 1562. Of Mr.Pym

by the Catechifm fet forth in King Edward Vlth's Days, ^"
fllw -

by the writings of Martin Bucer and Peter Martyr ; by 6 .

'

the conftant profeffions fealed with the Blood of many
Martyrs, as Cranmer, Ridley, and others ; by the Thir-

ty fix Articles of Queen Elizabeth, and by the Articles

agreed upon at Lambeth as the Doftrine of the Church
of England, which King James fent to Dort, arid to

Ireland, it appears evidently what is the eftablifhed Re-
ligion of the Realm. Let us therefore fhew wherein

thefe late opinions differ from thofe Truths ; and what
Men have been fince preferr'd who have profefs'd the

contrary Herefies ; what pardons they have had for

falfe Doctrine ; what prohibiting of Books and Wri-
tings againft their Doctrine, and permitting of fuch

Books as have been for them. Let us enquire after

the Abettors, and after the pardons granted to them
that preach the contrary truth before his Majefty. It be-

longs to Parliaments to eftablifh true Religion, and to

punifh falfe. We mud know what Parliaments have
done formerly in Religion. Our Parliaments have con-

firmed General Councils. In the time of King Henry
VIII. the Earl of Effex was condemned [by Parliament]

for countenancing Books of Herefy. The Convocation
is but a provincial Synod of Canterbury, and cannot bind

the whole Kingdom. As for York it is diftant, and can-

not bind us or the Laws ; and as for the High Com-
miffion it is derived from Parliament."
" Sir John Elliot faid, " If there be any diffe- of sir J.

rence in opinion concerning the interpretation of the P*01 -

\
r ~ » TT T <* T>1 • .. Rufhw.
o L. II. L * 1 hirtj Vo , , p#
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King « Thirty nine Articles, it is faid, the Bifhops and Clergy

162%*
' " 'n Convocation have power to difpute it, and to order

which way they pleafe. A flight thing, that the power
of Religion fhould be left to thefe Men ! I honour their

profeffion ; there are among our Bifhops fuch as are fit

" to be made examples for all Ages, who fhine in virtue,

•' and are firm for Religion ; but the contrary faction I

" like not. I remember a character I have feen in a Diary
" of King Edward VI. where he fays of the Bifhops, that
" fome for Age, fome for Ignorance, fome for Luxury,
" and fome for Popery, were unfit for Difcipline and Go-
" vernment." We fee there are fome among our Bifhops
'* that are not Orthodox, nor found in Religion as they
" fhould be, witnefs the two Bifhops complained of the
" lafl Meeting of this Parliament ; ihould we be in their
€t power, I fear our Religion would be overthrown. Some
<c of thefe are Mafters of Ceremonies, and labour to
" introduce new Ceremonies into the Church.— Let us go
" to the Ground of our Religion, and lay down a Rule
" on which all others may reft, and then enquire after Of-
" fenders."

of Mr. Mr. Secretary Cook faid, " That the Fathers of the
Sec. Cook, tc church were afleep ; but a little to awaken their zeal, it

" is fit (fays he) that they take notice of that Hierarchy
li that is already eftablifhed, in Competition with their

" Lordfhips, for they [the Papifts] have a Bifhop confecra-

" ted by the Pope ; this Bifhop has his fubaltern Officers

*' of all Kinds, as Vicars-General, Arch-Deacons, Rural
(t Deans, Apparitors, &c. neither are thefe Nominal or
" Titular Officers only, but they all execute their jurifdic-

" tions, and make their ordinary Vifitations throughout
" the Kingdom, keep Courts, and determine Ecclefiaftical
tl Cauies ; and which is an argument of more Confequence
•c they keep ordinary Intelligence by their Agents in Rome,
* f and hold Coraefpondence with the Nuncios and Cardi-
tf nals both at Bruffels and Fiance. Neither are the Secu-
" lars alone grown to this Height, but the Regulars are
{i more active and dangerous. Even at this time
" they intend to hold a concurrent AfTembly with this

" Parliament." After fome other Speeches of this

k-nd, the Houfe of> Commons enter'd into the following

Vow.

"WE
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" ITT E the Commons in Parliament afTembled do claim,
c< Wf proteft, and avow for truth, the Senfe of the Arti-
" cles of Religion which were eftablifhed by Parliament in Protection
" the thirteenth year of our late Queen Elizabeth, which °ftheCom-

« by the publick Aft of the Church of England, and by ^minf-
** the general and current expofition of the Writers of our nifm.

*' Church have been delivered unto us. And we reject the
" Senfe of the Jefuits and Arminians, and all others that
*' differ from us."

Bifhop Laud, in his anfwer to this Proteftation, has fe- Remarks

veral Remarks. " Is there by this Aft (fays his Lordlhio) i
1 Pon

I

Bi ~

,, .
,

. p i a •
r it 1' mop Laud S" any interpretation or the Articles or not r it none, to Anfwer.

" what end is the *Act ? if a fenfe or interpretation be de-
" clared, what authority have Laymen to make it ? for iri-

te terpretation of an Article belongs to them only that have
** power to make it." To which it might be anfwer'd,

that the Commons made no new interpretation of the Arti-

cles, but avowed for truth the current fenfe of Expofitors

before that time, in oppofition to the modern interpretation

of Jefuits and Arminians. " But what authority have Lay-
" men to make it ?" Anfwer, The fame that they had in

the 13th of Elizabeth, to eflablifh them, as the Doclrine

of the Church of England ; unlefs we will fay, with Mr.
Collyer, that neither the fenfe of the Articles, nor the Ar-

ticles themfelves, were eftablifhed in that Parliament, or in

any other. If fo, they are no part of the legal Conflituti- E<z. HifL p.

on, and Men may fubfcribe the Words without putting any 747«

fenfe upon them at all ; an admirable way to prevent diver-

fity of opinions in matters of Faith ! but his Lordfhip adds,

" That it is againft the King's Declaration, which fays, we Prynne

" mufl take the general Meaning of them, and not draw Cant. Doom.

" them afide any way, but take them in the literal and p " * 4 '

" grammatical Senfe." Has the King then a power, with-

out Convocation or Parliament, to interpret and determine

the fenfe of the Articles for the whole Body of the Clergy }

by the general Meaning of the Articles, the Declaration

feems to underfland no one detetmined fenfe at all. Strange !

that fo learned and wife a Body of Clergy and Laity, in

Convocation and Parliament, mould eflablifh a number of

Articles with this Title, " For the avoiding of Diverfity
** of Opinions, and for the eftablifhing of Confent touch-
*' ing true Religion," without any one determined Senfe !

L a The
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The Bifhop goes on, and " excepts againft the current
" Senfe of Expofitors, becaufe they may, and perhaps
" do, go againft the literal Senfe," Will his Lordfhip

then abide by the literal and grammatical Senfe ? No,
but " if an Article bear more fenfes than one, a Man may
" choofe what Senfe his Judgment directs him to, provi-
*' ded it be a Senfe, according to the Analogy of Faith,
*' till the Church determine a [particular] Senfe ; but 'tis

" the Wifdom of the Church to require Confent to Arti-

" cles in general as much as may be, and not require Affent
" to Particulars." His Lordlliip had better have fpoken

out, andfaid, that it would be the Wifdom of the Church
to require no Subfcriptions at all. What fhifts are Men
put to, to comply with the Laws, when their Sentiments

happen to differ from the literal and grammatical Senfe of

the Articles of the Church ? Mr. Collyer fays, " they have
" no eftablifhed Senfe ;" King Charles in his Declaration,

that they are to be underftood in a general Senfe, but not to

be drawn afide to a particular determined Senfe. Bifhop

Laud thinks, that if the Words will bear more Senfes than

one, a man may choofe what Senfe his Judgment directs

him to, provided it be a Senfe, according to the Analogy of

Faith, and all this to avoid diverfity of opinions : but I

am afraid this Reafoning is too wonderful for the Rea-
der !

While the Parliament were exprefTing their real againft

Arminianifm and Popery, a new Controverfy arofe, which

Court with provoked his A^ajefty to diffolve them, and to refolve to go-
thePariia- vern without Parliaments for the future ; for though the
muit -

King had fo lately figned the " Petition of Right " in full

Parliament, he went on with levying Money by his Royal

Prerogative. A Bill was depending in the Houfe to grant

his Majefty the duties of Tonnage and Poundage ; but be-

fore it was pafs'd, the Cullom-JIoufe Officers feized the

Goods of three eminent Merchants, Mr. Rolls, Mr. Cham-
bers, and Mr. Vaflal, for Non-payment. Mr. Chambers
was fined two thoufand Pounds, befides the lofs of his

Goods, and fuftered fix years imprifonment : Air. RoIl'#

Warehoufes were locked up, and himfelf taken out of the

Houfe of Commons and imprifoned. This occafioned

fome warm Speeches againfl the Cuftom-Houfe Officers

and Farmers of the Revenues ; but the King took all upon

himfelf, and fent the Houfe Word, that what the Officer*

had done, was by his fpecial Direction and Command, that it

was not fo much their A& as his own. This was a new way
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of covering the unwarrantable proceedings of corrupt Mi- ,

King

niiters, and was faid to be the advice of the Bifhops Laud l6

r

2|

s

and Neile ; a contrivance that laid the foundation of his Ma- ^*V^
jetty's ruin. It had been a maxim in law, that " The King
" can do no wrong," and that all male-adminiftrations were
chargeable upon his Minifters ; but now, in order to fcreen

his fervants, his Alajefty will take all upon himfelf : So that

if the Parliament will defend their rights and properties,

they mult charge the King, who in his own opinion, " was
" above law, and accountable for his actions to none but
** God." It was moved in the Houfe, that notwithstanding

the King's anfwer, the Officers of the Cufloms mould be

proceeded againft, by feparating their interefls from the

King's : But when the Speaker, Sir John Finch, was defir'd

to put the Queftion, he refufed, faying, the King had com-
manded the contrary. Upon which, the Houfe immediate-
ly adjourned to January 25. and then were adjourned by the

King's order, to March 2. when they met, and requiring

the Speaker to put the former queftion, he refufed again,

and faid he had the King's order to adjourn them to March They keep

16. but they detained him in the Chair, not without fome
fn

e

the
P

cha!r
tumult and confufion, till they made the following Protefta- till they

(ion. make a Pro
teftation.

i. " Whofoever mail, by favour or countenance, feem
" to extend or introduce Popery or Arminianifm, mail be
" reputed a capital enemy of the kingdom.

2. '* Whofoever mail advife the levying the fubfidies of
" Tonnage and Poundage, not being granted by Parlia-

'* ment, fhall be reputed a capital enemy.

3. " If any Merchant mail voluntarily pay thofe duties

" he mail be reputed a betrayer of the liberties of Eng-
*' land, and an enemy of the fame.

But the next day warrants were directed to Denzil Hollis, Several

Sir John Elliot, William Coriton, Benjamin Valentine, John
ta
£™ j^B

Selden, Efqrs. and four more of the principal Members of Cuftody,

the Houfe, to appear before the Council on the morrow :

Four of them appeared accordingly, (viz.) Mr. Hollis, El-

liot, Coriton, and Valentine ; but refufing to anfwer out of

Parliament for what was faid in the Houfe, they were com-
mitted clofe prifoners to the Tower. The Studies of the

reft were ordered to be fealed up, and a Proclamation was
iffued out for apprehending them ; though the Parliament

not being dilTolved, they were actually members of the

L 3 Houfe.
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Houfe. On the 10th of March, the King came to the

Houfe of Lords, and, without fending for the Commons,
or patting one Tingle Act, dilTolved the Parliament, with a
very angry fpeech againft the leading Members of the lower

Houfe, whom he called Vipers, that caft a mill of unduti-

fulnefs over moft of their eyes : " And as thofe Vipers
** (fays his Majefty) muft look for their reward of punifh-
" ment ; fo you, my Lords, muft juftly expect from me
" that favour that a good King oweth to his loving and
" faithful Nobility."

The undutifulnefs of the Commons was only their keep-

ing the Speaker in the Chair, after he had notified that the

King had adjourned them, Avhich his Majefty had no power
to do ; for no King before King James I. pretended to ad-

journ Parliaments, and it was then complained of, as a

breach of privilege. It is one thing to prorogue or diflblve

a Parliament, and another to adjourn it; the confe-

quences of this laft might be very fatal ; for if the King may
adjourn the Houfe in the midft of their debates, or forbid

the Speaker to put the queftion when required, 'tis eafy to

forefee the whole bufmefs of Parliament muft be under his

direction. The Members abovementioned were fentenced

to be imprifon'd during the Kings pleafure ; and were ac-

cordingly kept under clofe confinement many years, where
Sir John Elliot died a Martyr for the liberties of his coun-

try. Mr. Hollis was alfo fined a houfand marks, Sir John
Elliot two thoufand pounds, Valentine five hundred pounds,

and Long two thoufand marks.

Great were the murmurings of the people upon this oc-

cafion ; Libels were difperfed againft the Prime Minifter

Rudiw. Vol. Laud ; one of which fays, " Laud, look to thy felf, be
I. p. 662. « allured thy life is fought. As thou art the fountain of

" wickednefs, repent of thy monftrous fins before thou be
" taken out of this world ; and affure thy felf, neither God
" nor the world can endure fuch a vile Counfellor or Whif-
M perer to live." But to juftify thefe proceedings to the

world, his Majefty publifhed a declaration of the caufes of

diffolving the laft Parliament.

King's de- The Declaration vindicates the King's taking the Duties

hUReaf
°f

°^ Tonnage and Poundage, from the examples of fome of

for dif- his predeceffors, and as agreeable to his kingly honour. It

lblvingthe jurtifies the filencing the predtftinarian controverfy, and

nient
"

a
"

' a )' s tne ^'ame °^ not executing the laws againft Papifts up-

on fubordinate Officers and Minifters in the Country :

P W e profefs (fays his Majefty) that as it is our duty, fo it

{hall

Libels a-

gainlt the

Minilte
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" fhall be our care to command and direct well ; but It is
rJ^

x

?s

Xt the part of others to perform the minifterial office ; and l62g #

" when we have done our Office, we fliall account our-

" felf, and all charitable men will account us innocent,

" both to God and men ; and thofe that are negligent, we
f{ will effeem culpable both to God and us." The Decla-

ration concludes with* a profeffion that " the King will

** maintain the true Religion of the Church of England,
*' without conniving at Popery or Schifm : That he will

"-maintain the rights and liberties of his fubjects, provided
Cl they do not mifufe their liberty, by turning it to licenti-

*' oufnefs, wantonly and frowardly refilling our lawful and
" necefTary Authority ; for we do expect our fubjects fhould
* f yield as much fubmiffion to our royal prerogative, and
" as ready obedience to our authority and command-
*' ments, as has been performed to the greateft of our prede-

" ceflbrs. We will not have our Minifters terrified by harfh
" proceedings againft them ; for as we expect our Minifters
u mould obey us, they mail aflure themfelves we will pro-
* ted them."

This declaration not quieting the people, was followed a prodama*

by a proclamation, which put an end to all profpects of re- tion againft

covering the conflitution for the future. The proclamation j^"^"8 *

declares his Majefty's Royal pleafure, " That fpreaders of calling par-

*' falfe reports fhall be feverely punifhed ; that fuch as liamenu for

" chearfully go on with their trades, fhall have all good en- Rufow^vok
" couragement : That he will not overcharge his fubjects n. p. 3 .

" with any new burdens, but will fatisfy himfelf with the
" duties received by his Royal Father, which he neither
" can, nor will difpenfe with. And whereas, for feveral ill

" ends, the calling of another Parliament is divulged, his

'- Majefty declares, that the late abufe having for the pre-
u fent driven his Majefty unwillingly out of that courfe, he
" fhall account it prefumption for any to prefcribe any
*' time to his Majefty for Parliaments, the calling, continu-
tl ing, and diflblving of which, is always in the King's own
" power." Here was an end of the old Englifh Go-
vernment by King, Lords and Commons for twelve years.

England was now an abfolute Monarchy ; the King's Pro-
clamations and Orders of Council were the Laws of the

land ; and the Minifters of State fported themfelves in the

moft wanton a6ls of arbitrary power; and the Religion,

Laws and Liberties of our Country lay proftrate, being

("wallowed up by an inundation of Popery and Oppreflion.

L 4 Thfr
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This year died the Reverend Dr. John Prefton, defend-
ed of the family of the Preftons in Lancashire. He was
born at Heyford in Northamptonshire, in the parifh of

Death and Bugbrook, 1 587, and was admitted of King's College,

Dr
ar

p
a,

|j'

ol Cambridge, 1604, from whence he was afterwards remo-
' ved to Queen's College, and admitted Fellow in the year

of D^
S
p'

fe
I ^°9- ^e was an ambitious and afpiring youth, till having

rton. received fome religious impreffions from Mr. Cotton, in a

fermon preached by him at St. Mary's Church, he became
remarkably ferious, and bent all his Studies to the Service

of Chrift in the Miniftry. When the King came to Cam-
bridge, Mr. Preflon was appointed to difpute before him :

The queftion was, '.' Whether Brutes had Reafon, or could
" make Syllogifms ?" Mr. Prefton maintained the affirma-

tive ; and inftanced in a Hound, who coming to a place

where three ways meet, fmells one way and the other ;

but not finding the Scent, runs down the third with full

Cry, concluding that the Hare not being gone either of the

two firft ways, muft nccefTarily be gone the third. The
Argument had a wonderful effeft on the audience, and

would have open'd a door for Mr Prefton's preferment, had

not his inclinations to Puritanifm been a bar in the way. He
therefore refolved upon an accademical life, and took upon
him the care of pupils, for which he was qualified beyond

mod in the Univerfity. Many Gentlemen and others com-
mitted their fons to his care, who trained them up in the

fentiments of the firft Reformers ; for he affected the very

Stile and Language of Calvin. When it came to his turn

to be Catechift, he went through a whole Body of Divini-

ty with fuch a general acceptance, that the outfide Chapel
was ufually crouded with Strangers before the Fellows came
in, which created him envy. Complaint was made to the

Vice-Chancellor of his unuiual way of catechifing, and that

it was not fafe to fuffer Dr. Prefton to be thus adored, unleis

they had a mind to fet up Puritanifm, which would in a

fhort time pull down the Hierarchy ; it was therefore a-

greed in the Convocation Houfe, that no Stranger, neither

Townfman nor Scholar, fhould upon any pretence come to

thofe Lectures which were only for the Members of the

College.

There was little preaching in the Univerfity at this time,

except at St. Mary's, the Lectures at Trinity and St.

Andrews being prohibited ; Mr. Prefton therefore, at the

requcfl; of the Townfmen and Scholars of other Colleges,

attempted to let up an Evening Sermon at St. Buttolph's,

be-
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belonging to Queen's College ; but when Dr. Newcomb, King

Commiffary to the Bifhop of Ely heard of it, he came to
C
\
a^ L

the Church and forbid the Sermon, and commanded that

Evening Prayers only mould be read : There was a vaft croud,

and earned entreaty, that Mr. Prefton might preach, at

leaft for that time, but the Commiffary was inexorable, and

to prevent further Importunities, went home with his Fami-

ly ; after he was gone Mr. Prefton was prevailed with to

preach; and becaule much time had been fpent in debates,

they adventured for that time to omit the fervice that the

Scholars might be prefent at their College Prayers. Next
day the Commiffary went to New-market, and complained

both to the Bifhop and King ; he reprefented the danger of

the Hierarchy, and the progrefs of Non-conformity among
the Scholars, and affured them, that Mr. Prefton was in

fuch high efteem, that he would carry all before him if he

was nojt thoroughly dealt with. Being called before his Su-

periors, he made a plain narrative of the fa£t ; and added,

that he had no defign to affront the Bifhop or his Commif-
fary. The Bifhop faid, the King was informed that he was

an enemy to " Forms of Prayer," which Mr. Prefton de-

nying, he was ordered to declare his Judgment upon that

head, in a Sermon at St. Buttolph Church, and fo was dif-

miffed.

Some time after, King James being at New-market Mr.
Prefton was appointed to preach before him, which he per-

formed with great applaufe, having a fluent Speech, a com-
manding voice, and a ftrong memory to deliver what he
had prepared without the affiftance of his Notes. The King
fpake familiarly to him ; and though his Majefty exprelFed a

diflike to fome of his Puritan Notions, he commended his

oppofing the Arminians. And the Duke of Buckingham not

knowing what friends he might want among the populace,

perfwaded the King to admit him one of the Prince's

Chaplains in ordinary, and to wait two months in the year,

which he did. Soon after this he was chofen Preacher of

Lincoln's-Inn, and upon the refignation of Dr. Chadder-
ton, Mafter of Emanuel College, in the year 1622, when
he took his degree of Doctor of Divinity. The Doctor
was a fine Gentleman, a Complete Courtier, and in high

efteem with the Duke of Buckingham, who thought by
his means to ingratiate himfelf with the Puritans, whofe
power was growing very formidable in Parliament. The
Duke offered him the Bifhoprick of Gloucefter, but the

Do6^or refufed, and chofe rather the L»6lurefhip of Tri-

nity
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K!n£ nity Church, which he kept to his death. By his intereft

1628

s
' ' n tne Duke and the Prince he did confiderable fervice for

T_- -
1

_« many filenced Minifters ; he was in waiting when King
James died, and came up with the young King and Duke
in a clofe coach to London. But fome time after, the

Duke having changed meafures, and rinding that he could

neither gain over the Puritans to his arbitrary dcfigns, nor

feparate the Doctor from their interefts, he refolved to

/hake hands with his Chaplain. The Doctor forefaw the

Storm, and was content to retire quietly to his College,

where it is thought he would have felt fome further effects

of the Duke's difpleafure, if God in his Providence had not

cut him out work of a different nature, which took up all his

time and thoughts to his death.

Dr. Prefton lived a fingle life, being never married ; nor

had he ever a Cure of Souls in the Church. He had a

ftrong conftitution, but wore it out in his Study and in the

Pulpit. His difremper was a confumption in the Lungs, for

which, by the advice of Phyficians, he changed the air fe-

veral times ; but the failure of his appetite, with other

fymptoms of a general decay, prevailed with him, at

length, to leave off all Phyfick, and refign himfelf to the

Will of God. And being defirous of dying in his native
,

Country, and among his old friends, he retired into North-
amptonfhire, where he departed this life in a mofl pious

and devout manner, in the forty firft year of his age, and
was buried in Fawfley Church, old Mr. Dod Minifter of

that place, preaching his Funeral Sermon to a numerous
»• Xr. Auditory, July 20th, 1628. Mr. Fuller fays, "He was an
P- *3»« €c excellent Preacher, a fubtle Difputant, and great Poli-

" tician ; fo that his foes muft confefs, that (if not having
" too little of the Dove) he had enough of the Serpent. Some
" will not flick to fay, he had parts fufficient to manage the

" Broad Seal, which was offered him, but the conditions

" did not pleafe. He might have been the Duke's Right
" Hand, but his Grace finding that he could not bring him
" nor his party off to his fide, he would ufe him no longer ;"

which fhews him to be an honeft Man. His practical

Works and Sermons were printed by his own order after

his death.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

From the Diflblution of the third Parliament of King
Charles I. to the Death of Archbifhop Abbot.

TH E ancient and legal Government of England, by King

King, Lords, and Commons, being now fufpended Charles I.

by the Royal Will and Pleafure, his Majefty refolved to fup- l6z9-

ply the neceflities of his Government by fuch other methods J^biuIT*^
as his Council fhould advife, who gave a loofe to their ac- methods of

tions, as being no longer afraid of a Parliamentary Inquifi- Goverq-

tion, and being above the reach of ordinary Juftice. In- ^"^
ln

ftead of the laws of the land, all publick affairs were direc-

ted by Proclamations of the King and Council, which had

the force of fo many laws, and were bound upon the Sub-

ject under the feverefl penalties. They collected duties of

tonnage and poundage without Act of Parliament, and laid

what other Imports they thought proper upon merchandize,

which they let out to farm to private perfons ; the number
of monopolies was incredible ; there was no branch of the

Subjects property that the Government could difpofe of,

but was bought and fold. They raifed above a Million a

year by the Imports on Soap, Salt, Candles, Wine, Cards,

Pins, Leather, Coals, &c. even to the fole gathering of

Rags. Grants were given out for weighing Hay and
Straw within three miles of London ; for gageing red Her-
ring Barrels, and Butter Cafks ; for marking Iron and feal-

ing Lace, with a great many others ; which being pur-

chafed of the Crown muft be paid for by the Subject. His

Majefty claimed a right in Cafes of Neceflity ( of which
Neceftity himfelf was the fole Judge) to raiie money by
Ship Writs, or Royal Mandates directed to the Sheriffs of
the feveral Counties, to levy on the Subjects the feveral

Sums of Mon,ey therein demanded, for the maintenance
and fupport of the Royal Navy. The like was demanded
for the Royal Army, by the name of " Coat and Conduct
*' Money," when they were to march ; and when they

were in quarters, they were billeted upon private houfes.

Many were put to death by martial Law, who ought to

have been tried by the Laws of the Land ; and others by
the fame martial Law were exempted from the pu-
riifhment which by Law they deferved. Large Sums of
Money were raifed by CommifTions under the Great Seal,

to compound for " Depopulations, for nufances in build-

" ing
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" ing between high and low Water Mark ; for pretended
" encoachments on the Forefts, &c." betide the exorbi-

tant Fines of the Star-Chamber and High Commiflion
Court ; and the extraordinary methods of raifing money by
Loans, Benevolences, and Free-Gifts. Such was the ca-

lamity of the times, that no Man could call any thing his

own any longer than the King pleafed ; nor might any Man
fpeak or write againft thefe arbitrary proceedings, without
the utmoft hazard of his Liberty and Mate.

BiiTiop The Church was governed by the like arbitrary and il-

Lai.d's
] ega i methods ; Dr. Laud Bifhop of London being prime

gove7nin

° f
Minifler, purfued his imaginary fcheme of " Uniting the two

the Church, " Churches of England and Rome," without the leaft re-

gard to the rights of Confcience, or the Laws of the Land,
and very feldom to the Canons of the Church, but bore

down all that oppofed him with unrelenting feverity and
rigor. To make way for the Union, the Churches were
not only to be repaired, but beautified with pictures, paint-

ings, images, altar pieces, &o the " Forms of publick
" Worfhip" were to be fet off with a number of pom-
pous Rites and Ceremonies, in imitation of the Church of

Rome ; and the Puritans, who were the profeffed enemies

of every thing that looked like Popery, were to be fuppref-

fed or driven out of the Land. To accomplifh the latter

his Lordfhip prefented the King with certain confiderations

for fettling the Church, which were foon after published

"with fome little variation, under the title of " Inftructions

" to the two Archbifhops, concerning certain orders to be
'* obferved, and put in execution by feveral Bifhops."

Here his Majefty commands them to fee, that his declara-

tion for filencing the Predeftinnrian controverfy be ftrictly

obferved ; and that fpecial care be taken of the Lectures, or

Afternoon Sermons in their feveral Diocefes, concerning

which he is pleafed to give the following Instructions.

Kind's In- j. tt Th^ jn an Parifhes the afternoon Sermons be turn-

aWLec- " ec* 'nt0 catechizing by Queftion and Anfwer, where there

tureis. " is not fome great caufe to break this ancient and profita-

" ble order.

2. " That every Lecturer read Divine Service before

" Lecture in his Surplice and Hood.

5. " That where there are Lectures in Market Towns,
f* they be read by grave and orthodox Divines ; and that

" they preach in Gowns, and not in Cloaks, as too many
U do ufe.

jl. " That
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4. " That no Lecturer be admitted, that is not ready King

*' and willing to take upon him a living with the cure of
r

6

es *

" fouls. JJ$—J
" 5. " That the Bifhops take order,that the Sermons of

" the Lecturers be obferved.

6. et That none under Noblemen, and men qualified by
" law, keep a private Chaplain.

7. " That care be taken, that the Prayers and Catechi-

" fings be frequented, as well as Sermons." Of all which
his Majelty requires an account once a year.

By virtue of fhefe inftructions the Bifhop of London fum-

moned before him all Minifters and Lecturers in and about!

the city, and in a folemn fpeech infilled on their obedience.

He alfo lent letters to his Archdeacons, requiring them to

fend him lifts of the feveral Lecturers within their Arch-
deaconry, as well in places exempt as not exempt, with

the places where they preached, and their quality or degree;

as alfo, the names of fuch gentlemen, as being not quali-

fied, kept Chaplains in their houfes. His Lordihip required

them further, to leave a copy of the King's inftructions con-

cerning lecturers with the parfon of every parifh, and to fee

that they were duly obferved.

Thefe Lecturers were chiefly Puritans, who not being Chafer of

fatisfied with a full conformity, fo as to take upon them a
e
_

ec ur"

Cure of Souls, only preached in the afternoons, being chofen

and maintained by the people. They were ftrict Calvinifts,

warm and affectionate preachers, and diftinguifhed them-
felves by a religious obfervation of the Lord's Day, by a

bold oppofition to Popery and the new Ceremonies, and by
an uncommon feverity of life. Their manner of preaching

gave the Bifhop a diftafte to fermons, who was already of

opinion that they did more harm than good, in fo much,
that on a fail: day for the Plague then in London, prayers

were ordered to be read in all Churches, but not a fermon
to be preached, left the people fhould wander from their own
parifhes. The Lecturers had very popular talents, and
drew great numbers of people after them. Bifhop Laud
would often fay, " They were the molt dangerous enemies
" of the State, becaufe by their prayers and fermons thev
*' awakened the people's disaffection, and therefore mull
" be fuppreffed." Proceeding*

Good old Archbifhop Abbot was of another fpirit, but the as^'them
.1 - , • 1 1 tt 1 1 * 1 • • "mine's Iq-

reins were taken out ot his hands. He had a good opinion trod.p 04,
•f the Lecturers, as men that had the Protefiant Religion 3*i»373-

at
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King at heart, and would fortify their hearers againfl: the return
Charles I.

1629
of Popery. When Mr. Palmer, Lecturer of St. Alphage
in Canterbury, was commanded to defifl from preaching by
the Archdeacon, becaufe he drew great numbers of factious

people after him, and did not wear the furplice, the Arch-
bifhop authorized him to continue : The like he did by
Mr. Udnay of Afhford, for which he was complained of, as

not enforcing the King's inflruclions, whereby the Com-
miflioners (as they fay) were made a fcorn to the factious,

and the Archdeacon's jurifdiclion inhibited. But in the di-

ocefe of London Bifhop Laud proceeded with great feve-

rity. Many Lecturers were fupprefTed, and fuch as preached

againfl: Arminianifm or the new Ceremonies were fufpen-

ded and filenced ; among thefe were the Reverend Mr.
John Rogers of Dedham, Mr. Daniel Rogers of Wethers-
field, Mr. Hooker of Chelmsford, Mr. White of Knights*

bridge, Mr. Archer, Mr. William Martin, Mr. Edwards,

Mr. Jones, Mr. Dod, Mr. Hilderfham, Mr. Ward, Mr.
Saunders, Mr. James Gardiner, Mr. Foxley, and many
others.

nar'd's

e

suf- Tnc Reverend Mr. Bernard, Lecturer of St. Sepulchres,

ferings. London, having ufed this expreffion in his prayer before
Rufhw. fermon, '* Lord open the eyes of the Queen's Majefly, that

Prynne, p,
" me mav ^ee Jefus Chrifl, whom fhe has pierced with her

365> 367. " infidelity, fuperflition and idolatry," was convened before

the High CommifTion, January 28th. and upon his humble
fubmilTion was difmifled ; but fome time after, in his fer-

mon at St. Mary's in Cambridge, having fpoke fome offen-

five words againfl Arminianifm and the new Ceremonies,

Bifhop Laud fent for a copy of his fermon, and having

cited him before the High CommifTion, required him to

make an open recantation of what he had faid, which his

conicience not fuffering him to do, he was fufpended from

his Miniftry, excommunicated, fined one thouland pounds,

condemned in colls of fuit, and committed to New Prifoo,

where he lay fundry months, being cruelly ufed, and almoft

ftarved for want of neceflaries, of which he complained to

the Bifhop in fundry letters, but could get no relief unlefe

he would recant. Mr. Bernard offered to confefs his forrow

and penitence for any overfights, or unbecoming expref-

fions in his fermons, but that would not be accepted ; fo that

in conclufion he was utterly ruined.

Mr. Chaun- Mr. Charles Chaunccy, Miniiler of Ware, having faid in
ce> * a fermon, " That the preaching of the Gofpel would be

" i'upprciTcd, and that ther« was much Atheifm, Popery,
** Arminianifm
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" Arminianifm and Herefy, crept into the Church," was King

queftioned for it in the High CommifTion, and not difmiffed ,^"

till he had made an open recantation, which we fhall meet L " j
with hereafter.

Mr. Peter Smart, one of the Prebendaries of Durham, Mr. peter

and Minifter in that city, was imprifoned by the High Com- Smart's,

million of York this fummer, for a fermon preached from

thofe words, M I hate all thofe that love iuperftitious vani-

" ties, but thy Law do I love : " In which he took occa-

fion to fpeak againft images and pictures, and the late pom-
pous innovations. He was confined four months before the

CommilTioners exhibited any articles againft him, and five

more before any proctor was allowed him. From York he

was carried up to Lambeth, and from thence back again to

York, where he was deprived of his Prebendarv, degraded,

excommunicated, fined five hundred pounds, and commit-

ted clofe prifoner, where he continued eleven years, till he
was fet at liberty by the Long Parliament in 1640. He was

a perfon of a grave and reverend afpect, but died foon after

his releafe : The feverity of a long imprifonment having

contributed to the fhortning his days.

The King's instructions, and the fevere principles of the Rife erf ihe

prime Minifter in Church affairs, brought a great deal of Ma/rachi!<«u

bufmefs into the Spiritual Courts : one or other of the Pu- -%a "f"
ritan Minifters was every week iufpended or deprived, and iand.

their families lent a begging ; nor was there any profpect of father's

relief, the clouds gathering every day thicker over their x^, ^^
heads, and threatning a violent itorm. This put them upon land,

projecting a further Settlement in New England, where
they might be delivered from the hands of their oppreffors,

and enjoy the free liberty of their confeiences ; which gave

birth to the fecond grand Colony, commonly known by the

name of the MaiTachufets Bav. Several perfons of quality

and fubitance about the City of London engaged in the de-

sign, and obtained a Charter, dated March 4. 1628-9.

wherein the gentlemen and merchants therein named, and

all that mould hereafter joi?i with them, were made a body
corporate and politick, by the name of the Governor and
Company of the Maffachufets Bay in New England. They
were empowered to elect their own governor, deputy-go-

vernor and magistrates, and to make fuch laws as they

fhould think fit for the good of the Plantation, not repug-

nant to the Laws of England. Frge liberty of Confcienos

was likewife granted to all that fhould fettle in thofe parts,

to worfhip God in their own way. The new Planters being

all
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all Puritans made their application to the Reverend Mr.
Higginfon, a filenced Minifter in Leiceiterfhire, and to

Mr. Skelton another filenced Minifter of Lincolnshire, to be

their Chaplains, defiring them to engage as many of their

friends as were willing to embark with them. The little

Fleet that went upon this Expedition confifted of fix fail of

tranfports, from four to twenty guns, with about three hun-
dred and fifty paffengers, men, women, and children. They
carried with them one hundred and fifteen head of neat

cattle, as horfes, mares, cows, &c. forty one goats, fix

pieces of cannon for a fort, with mufkets, pikes, drums,
colours, and a large quantity of ammunition and provifion.

The fleet failed May 1 1. 1629. and arrived the 24th ofJune
following at a place called by the natives Neumkeak, but by
the new planters Salem, which in the Hebrew ianguage fig-

nifies Peace.

Religion being the chief motive of their coming into thefc

parts, that was fettled in the firft place, Auguff. the 6th

being appointed for the folemnity of forming themfelves

into a religious Society, the day was fpent in falling and

prayer ; and thirty perfons who defired to be of the Com-
munion, feverally, before the whole congregation, declared

their confent to a Confeflion of Faith which Mr. Higginfon

had drawn up, and figned the following Covenant with thtir

hands.

We covenant with our Lord, and one with another
Their Ch. <c

Hiit. New " We bind ourfelves in the prefence of God, to walk to-

Engiand, « gether in all his ways, according as he is pleafed to re-
P- 1- a veaj himfelf to us in his bleffed word of Truth, and do

" profefs to walk as follows, through the power and grace
" <5f our Lord Jefus Chrift.

'*. We avouch the Lord to be our God, and ourfelves to

" be his People, in the truth and fimplicity of our fpirits.

" Wc give ourfelves to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to the
" Word of his Grace, for the teaching, ruling, and fanc-
** tifying us, in matters of worihip and converfation, refol-

" ving to reje£t all canons and conititutions of men in V
" worfhip.

" We promife to walk with our brethren with all watch-
" fulnefs and tenderneis, avoiding jealoufies, fufpicions,

" backbitings, cenfurings, provokings, fecret rtftnga offoiril

" againfl them ; but in all offences to follow the rule of our
" Lord Jefus Chrill, and to bear and forbear, gi\e and for-

M give, as he has taught us.

" In
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M In pabfick or private we will willingly do nothing to

" the offence of the Church, but will be willing to take "";;*'

" advice for ourfelves and ours, as occalion £haU be pre- <c_jr
-

>—

^

iC
ler.

" We will not in the Congregation be forward, either
u to fhew our own gifts and parts in fpeaking, or fcrupling,

" or in difcovering the weaknefles or failings of our bre-
" thren, but attend an ordinary call thereunto, knowing
" how much the L:ri may be diihonoured, and his Gof-
" pel, and the profeiUcn c: ::, flighted by our diftempers,

" and weakneffes in publick.
u Wie bind ourfelves to ihidy the advancement of the

u Gcfpel in all truth and peace, both in regard of thofe

" that are within or without. oc way flighting: our fitter

" Churches, but ufing their counfel as need fha!l be ; not
" laying a ffcumbling block before any, no not the Indians,
<; whole good we define to promote, and lb to convene, as

. may avoid the verv appearance of evi .

'* V. e do herebv promiie to carry odrfehres in all lawful
'* obedience to thofe that are over us in Church or Com-
u monwealth, knowing how weii-p!eafing it will be to

" Lord, that they fhould have encouragement in the.: placed
w by our not grieyjng rheir fpuifs by oof irregularities.

ei We refolve to app: res to the Lord in our
•• 7 utkndar callings, fluinnmg idleneisj as the bane of any
•• S :~:e ; nor will we deal hardly or opprefnngly with any,

herein we are the Lore"; Stewards.
M Promifing alio, tc am abDity, to reach

" o-: ants the •: :. of God, and of

.1, that the- may ferve bun a : _
:_/.: all this

" nc :" oar own tfae Lord Jefbs
c

- C :fe blood we defirc may fprmkk this our Co-
a reliant made in .r."'

Af:-r :':.':• :'- = / :'.-.::"= Mr. 5/.:':cr. their Paftor, Mr. H'r- Mk -i.---

g afon theii Tocher, and Mr. Houghton their R.
•""--- their feveral crn:.: :

" the u,,h**>+

the hands oi fame of the \::c:'.::iz apr. Dinted Ifirt-N.*.

;h to that work. The ~:er proved a
B* m'

fatal ape .-it carried oft ab

:

of their company, and amor I [f H :_?:.-

. an - Mr. H '.-:.' a the teacher not

:. re.v ;e:: t-

mer: . a ...J: ._ in the forty third ;
•--'•

Vo l. II. M of
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of his age. Mr. Higginfon had been educated in Emanuel
College, Cambridge, where he preceded M. A. he was
afterwards Parfon of one of the five Churches in Leicefter,

where he continued for fome years, till he was deprived

for Non-conformity ; but fuch were his talents for the pul-

pit, that after his SuSpenfion the town obtained liberty from

BiShop Williams to have him for their Lecturer, and

maintained him by their voluntary contribution, till Laud
being at the head of Church affairs, he was articled againfl

in the High Commission, and expected every Hour a fen-

tence of perpetual imprisonment : This induced him to

accept of an invitation to remove to New England, which

coll: him his life. Mr. Skelton the other Minister was

alio a Lincolnshire Divine, who being Silenced for Non-
conformity, accepted of a like invitation, and died of the

hardfhips of the country, Aug. 2. 1634. From this fmall

beginning is the Maffachufet Province grown to the figure

it now makes in the American World.
Their fare- Next Summer, the Governor went over with a frefh

tTtheChl of
recru 't of two hundred Ministers, Gentlemen, and others.

England. who were forced out of their native country by the heat

of the Laudasan Perfecution. Upon their embarkation

they left behind them a paper, which was foon after pub-

lished, entitled, " The humble requeSt of his MajeSty's

" loyal Subjects, the Governor and Company lately gone
'.' for New England, to the reft of their brethren in, and
*' of the Church of England, for the obtaining of their

*' prayers, and removal of fufpicions and miSconStructions

" of their intentions." Wherein they entreat the reve-

rend Fathers and Brethren of the Church of England, to

recommend them to the mercies of God in their confrant

prayers, as a new Church now fpringing out of their bowels ;

" For you are not ignorant (fay they) that the Spirit of
" God Stirred up the Apoftle Paul to make a continual
" mention of the Church of Philippi, which was a Co-
" lony from Rome. Let the fame fpirit, we beSeech
" you, put you in mind that are the Lord's Remem-
" brancers, to prav for us without ceaSing ; and what
" goodneis you Shall extend to us in this, or any other
" christian kindneSs, we, your brethren in Chrift, Shall la-

" hour to repay in what duty we are, or Shall be able to
" perform, promising, So far as God mail enable us, to
'* give him no rcSt on your behalf, wiShing our heads and
u hearts may be fountains of tears for your everlafling

" wcifarc.
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" welfare, when we mall be in our poor cottages in the King

" wildernefs, overfhadowed with the fpirit of fupplication, f^J'
" through the manifold neceffities and tribulations which i^,— - _t
*' may not altogether unexpected lv, nor, we hope, unpro-
r« fitably befal us."

When it appeared that the Planters could fubfift in their Numbers of

new Settlement, great numbers of their friends with their ^entow
families flocked after them every fummer. In the follow- the firft i%

ing twelve years of Archbifhop Laud's government there ^
ars

«
,

went over about 4000 Planters, who laid the foundation of
j^ ift N E ^

feveral little towns and villages up and down the country, B. 1. p. 17,

and carried over with them in materials, money, and cat- 2 3«

tie, &c. not lefs than to the value of one hundred and

ninety two thoufand Pounds, befides the merchandize that

was fent over with them to traffick with the Indians. Upon
the whole, it has been computed, that the four Settle-

ments of New England, viz. Plimouth, the Maflachufets

Bay, Connecticut, and New Haven, all which were ac-

complished before the beginning of the Civil Wars,
drained England of four or five hundred thoufand pounds

in money, a very great fum in thofe days ; and if the

perfecution of the Puritans had continued twelve years

longer, 'tis thought that a fourth part of the riches of the

Kingdom would have been carried out of it.

The chief leaders of the people into thefe parts were the

Puritan Minifters, who being filenced, and hunted from
one diocefe to another, at laft chofe this wildernefs for their

retreat, which the wife providence of God has fince over-

ruled for the great benefit of the trade of this Kingdom.
I have before me a lift of feventy feven Divines, who be-

came Pallors of fundry little Churches and Congregations

in that country before the year 1640. all of whom were
in orders in the Church of England. The reader will meet
with an account of fome of them in the courfe of this

Hirtory ; and I muft fay, though they were not all of the

firft rank and quality for deep and profound learning, yet

they had a better fhare of it than mofi of their neighbour-

ing Clergy at that time ; and which is of greater con-

fequence, they were men of uricl fobriety and virtue ;

plain, ferious, and affectionate Preachers, exactly con-

formable to the doctrinal Articles of the Church of Eng-
land, and took a great deal of pains to promote chriftian

knowledge, and a reformation of manners in their feveral

parifhes.

M 2 To
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King To return to England ; though Dr. Davenant, the-

^1610. ' learned Bifhop of Salilbury, had declared for the doctrine

i_.— v
—»j of Univerfal Redemption at the Synod of Dort, he was this

Bp. Dave- year brought into trouble for touching upon the point of
" ant "n " Predeftination, in his Lent Sermon before the King on Ro-

preaching mansvi. 23. " The gift of God is eternal life, through
upon Piede- " Jefus Chrift our Lord." This was conftrued as a con-

y iu'

ori

B
^^pt °f tne King's Injunctions, for which his Lordfhip was

XL p.138. two days after fummoned before the Privy Council, where

he presented himfelf upon his knees, and fo had continued,

for any favour he received from any of his own function-

then prefent ; but the temporal Lords bid him rife and ftand

to his defence. The accufation was managed by Dr. Harfe-

net, Archbifhop of York ; Laud, walking by all the while

in filence, fpoke not a word. Harfenet put him in mind
of his obligations to King James; of the piety of his prefent

Majefty's InftruCtions ; and then aggravated his contempt

of them with great vehemency and acrimony. Bifhop Da-
venant replied with mildnefs, that he was forry that an efta-

blifhed doctrine of the Church mould be fo diftafted ; that

he had preached nothing but what was exprelly contained in

the feventeenth Article, and was ready to juftify the truth

of it. It was replied, that the doctrine was not gainfaid,

but the King had commanded thefe queftions mould not be

debated, and therefore his Majefty took it more offenfively

that any mould do it in his own hearing. The Bifhop re-

plied, that he never underftood that his Majefty had forbid

the handling any doctrine comprifed in the Articles of

the Church, but only the raifing new queftions, or put-

ting a new fenfe upon them, which he never fhould do

:

That in the King's Declaration all the Thirty nine Arti-
' cles are confirmed, among which the feventeenth of Pre-

deftination is one. All Minifters are obliged to fubfcribe to

the truth of this Article, and to continue in the true pro-

fefiion of that as well as the reft ; the Bifhop defired it

• might be fhewn wherein he had tranfgreffed his Majefty's

commands, when he had kept himfelf within the bounds of

the article, and had moved no new nor curious queftions; to

which it was replied, that it was the King's pleafure, that for

the peace of the Church thefc high queftions might be for-

born. The Bifhop then faid, he was forry he underftood not

his Majefty's intention, and that for time to come he would
Prynne, p. conform to his Majefty's commands. Upon this he was
173, 166.

difmifl'Ld without further trouble, and was after fome time

admitted
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admitted to kifs the King's Hand, who did not fail to re-

mind him that the Doctrine of Predeftination was too big

for the People's understanding, and therefore he was refolved

not to give leave for difcufling that controverfy in the Pul-

pit. Upon this the Bifhop retired, but was never afterwards

in favour at Court.

Soon after Mr. Madye, Lecturer of Chrift Church, Lon- Mr. Madye

don, was cited before the High CommiiTion, and [March and ottiers '

10, 1630.] was, by Act of Court, prohibited to preach

any more within the Diocefe-of London, becaufe he had

difobeyed the King's Declaration, by preaching on Predef-

tination. Dr. Cornelius Burges, Mr. White, the famous

Dr. Prideaux, Mr. Hobbes of Trinity College, and Mr.
Cook of Brazen Nofe, with others, fuffered On the fame

account.

But Dr. Alexander Leighton, a Scots Divine, and Father Dr. Leigh-

of the famous Prelate of that name, fo highly commended t
?
n

.

v
^

,t

^
by Bifhop Burnet, in the Hiftory of his life and times, met Biftops.

with feverer ufage in the Star Chamber, for venturing to Rufliw.

write againff, the Hierarchy of the Church. This Divine P- 55-

had publifhed, during the laft Seflion of Parliament, " An
" Appeal to the Parliament ; or, Zion's Plea agaUaft Pre-
u lacy," in which he had fpoken not only with freedom,

but with very great rudenefs and indecency againft Bifhops;

calling them " Men of Blood," and faying, that we do

not read of a greater perfecution and higher indignities done

towards God's People in any nation than in this, fince the

death of Queen Elizabeth. He calls the Prelacy of the

Church Antichriftian. He fpeaks vehement'}' againft the

Canons and againft the Ceremonies ; and adds, that the

Church has her laws from the Scripture, and that no King
may make laws for the Houfe of God. He calls the Queen
a Daughter ofHeth, and concludes with faying what pity it is

that fo ingenuous and tractable a King fhould be fo mon-
ftroufly abufed by the Bifhops, to the undoing of himfelf

and his Subjects. Now though the warmth of thefe ex-

preflions is not to be juftified, yet let the Reader confider

whether they bear any proportion to the Sentence of the

Court. The caufe was tried June 4, 1630. The Defendant,

in his Anfwer, owned the writing of the Book, but with no
ill intention ; his defign being only to lay thefe things be-

fore the next Parliament for their confideration. Neverthe- Hi« Sen-

lefs, the Court decreed unanimously, that for this offence tenc --

** the Doctor fhould be committed to the prifon of the Fleet

" for life, and pay a fine of ten thoufand Pounds ; that

M 3
" the



i8a

King
Chanes I.

1630.

TheHISTORY Vol. II.

His Suffer-

ings and

Chara^er,

Pcii
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Innovations

intioducid.

" the High Commiffion fhould degrade him from his Mi-
" niftry ; and that then he mould be brought to the pillory

" at Weftminiffer, while the Court was fitting, and be
'* whipt ; after whipping, be fet upon the pillory a conve-
" nient time, and have one of his ears cut off, one fide of
" his nofe flit, and be branded in the face with a double S. S.

" for a Sower of Sedition : That then he fhould be carried
(t back to prifon, and after a few days be pillory'd a fecond
" time in Cheapfide, and be there likewife whipt, and have
*' the other fide of his nofe flit, and his other ear cut off,

" and then be fliut up in clofe prifon fpr the remainder of
" his Life." Bifhop Laud pulled off his Cap while this

mercilefs Sentence was pronouncing, and gave God Thanks
for it.

Between palling the Sentence and Execution, the Doctor

made his efcape out of prifon, but was retaken in Bedford-

(hire, and brought back to the Fleet. On Friday Novem-
ber 6. part of the Sentence was executed upon him (fays

Bifhop Laud in his Diary) after this manner. «* He was
** feverely whipt before he was put in the pillory. 2. Be-
(i ing fet in the pillory, he had one of his Ears cut off".

*' 3. One fide of his Nofe flii. 4. Branded on the Cheek
" with a red-hot Iron with the Letters S. S. On that day
'• feven-night, his fores upon his Back, Ear, Nofe, and
u Face, being not yet cured, he was whipt again at the
'< pillory in Cheapfide, and had the remainder of his Sen-
*f tence executed upon him, by cutting off the other Ear,
" flitting the other fide of the Nofe, and branding the

" other Cheek." He was then carried back to prifon,

where he continued in clofe confinement for ten years, till

fie was relcafcd by the Long Parliament. The Doctor was
between forty and fifty years of age, of a low Stature, a.

fair complexion, and well known for his learning and other

abilities : But his long and clofe confinement had lb impair-

ed his health, that when he was releafed he could hardly

walk, fee, or hear. The Sufferings of this learned Man
moved the people's companion ; and, I believe, the Re-
cords of the Inquifition can hardly furnifli an example of

equal feverity.

To make the Diffance between the Church and the Pu-

ritans yet wider, and the Terms of Conformity more diffi-

cult, Bifhop Laud introduced lundry pompous innovations in

imitation of Popery, that had no foundation in the Laws oi

fhe Realm, or the Canons of the Church. Theft were in-

forced both upon Clergy and Laity, with all the terrors of

the
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the High Commiflion, to the ruin of many families, and Kins

the raifing very great difturbances in all parts of the King- ^'^ L

The Church of St. Catherine Creed Church being lately Bifhop

repaired, was fufpended from all divine Service till it was h3^ *
.

confecrated again ; the formality of which being very ex- on f creed

traordinary, may give us an Idea of the fuperftition of church.

this Prelate. On Sunday January 16, 1630. Bifhop Rufhw -

Laud came thither about nine in the morning, attended

with feveral of the High Commiflion, and fome Civilians :

At his approach to the weft door of the Church, which was
fhut and guarded by Halberdeers, fome that were appoint-

ed for that purpofe, cried with a loud voice, " Open, open,
" ye everlafting Doors, that the King of Glory may come
" in ;" and prelently the doors being opened, the Bifhop,with

fome Doctors and principal Men, entered. As foon as they

were come within the place, his Lordihip fell down upon his

knees, and, with eyes lifted up, and his arms fpread abroad,

faid ; " This place is holy ; the ground is holy : In the
" Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, I pronounce
" it holy." Then walking up the middle Ifle towards the

Chancel, he took up fome of the duft, and threw it into the

air feveral times. When he approached near the rail of the

Communion Table, he bowed towards it five 01* fix times,

and returning, went round the Church with his attendants

in proceffion, faying firft the hundreth, and then the nine-

teenth Pfalm, as prefcribed in the Roman Pontificale. He
then read feveral collects, in one of which he "prays God
" to accept of that beautiful building ;" and conclude^ thus

:

il We confecrate this Church, and feparate it unto thee as
'*' holy Ground, not to be prophaned any more to common
" ufe." In another he prays, " that all that mould hereaf- Prynne's

" ter be buried within the circuit of this holy and facred C0^P ieal

" place, may reft in their Sepulchres in peace, till Chrift's
p-
"/,?'

*' coming to Judgment, and may then rife to eternal Life \

u and Happinefs." After this, the Bifhop fetting un-

der a cloth of State in the Hie of the Chancel, near the Com-
munion Table, took a written book in his hand, and pronoun-

ced curfes upon thofe that mould hereafter profane that ho-

ly Place by mufters of Soldiers, or keeping profane Law-
courts, or carrying burdens thro' it ; and at the end of every

curfe, he bowed to the Eaft, and faid, " Let all the people

iay, Amen." When the curfes were ended, which were
about twenty, he pronounced a like number of bleflings upon
all that had any hand in framing and building of that facred

M 4 and



184 The HISTORY Vol.11.

King ancj beautiful Church, and on thofe that had given, or

l630
' fhould hereafter give, any Chalices, Plate, Ornaments,

t—

-

v—

,

i or other Utenfils ; and at the end of every bleffing he
bowed to the Eaft, and faid, * Let all the people fay,

" Amen." After this followed the Sermon, and then the

Sacrament, which the Bifhop confecrated and adminiftred

after this manner :

His confe- As he approached the Altar,he made five or fix low bows,
cration of and coming up to the fide of it, where the Bread and Wine

mem!"
3* were covered, he bowed feven times; then, after reading

many prayers, he came near the Bread, and gently lifting up
the corner of the Napkin, beheld it, and immediately letting

fall the Napkin, he retreated haftily a ftep or two, and made
three low obeyfances. His Lordfhip then advanced, and

having uncovered the Bread, bowed three times as before
;

then he laid his hand upon the Cup, which was full of Wine,
with a cover upon it, which having let go, he ftep'd back, •

and bowed three times towards it ; then he came near again,

retired back, and bowed as before : Then the Elements

were confecrated, and the Bifhop having firft received, gave

it to fome principal Men in their Surplices, Hoods, and Tip-

pets ; after which, many prayers being faid, the folemnityof

the Confecration ended.

Of St. Next day he confecarted St. Giles's Church in the fame
Giles's manner, which had been repaired, and part of it new built

others. ' m n ^s predeceffor Bifhop Mountain's time. Divine Service

Prynne, had been performed, and the Sacraments adminiftred in it

Cant. for three or four years fince that time without exception ;

_ ll7 \ but as foon as Laud was advanced to the Bifhoprick of

London, he interdicted the Church, and fhut up the

Doors, till it fhould be reconfecrated, which is more than

even the Canon Law requires. Sundry other Chapels

and Churches, which had been built long fince, were, by

the Bifhop's Direction, fhut up till they were confecrated

in this manner ; as Immanual Chapel in Cambridge, built

1584. Sidney College Chapel, built 1596. and feveral

others.

Kemaike. This method of confecrating Churches was new to ',

the People of England, and was, in the opinion ot

the firft Reformers, fuperftitious and abfurd ; for though

it is reafonable that there fhould be publick Buildings

referved and fet apart for publick Worfhip, and that

at the firft opening them, Prayers mould be offered up

for a Divine Bleffing on the Ordinances of Chrift, that

may
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that may at any time be adminifter'd in them ; yet have King

we not the leaft ground to believe that Bifhops, or any other A"
Dignitaries of the Church, can, by their Declaration, or _ -

v-i_j

Forms of Prayer, hallow the Building, or make the Ground
holy, or introduce a divine Prelence or Glory into the place,

as was in the Temple of old : Where is their CommiiTicn ?

or what example have they of this kind in the new Tefta-

ment? the Synagogues of the Jews were not confecrated

in this manner ; nor was the Temple of Solomon confecra-

ted by a Prieft, but by a King. Our Savionr telis his Dif-

ciples, that wherefoever two or three of them fhould be

gathered together in his name, he would be in the midft of

them ; and the Woman of Samaria, that the hour was

coming, when neither at that Mountain, nor at Jerusa-

lem, they fhould worfliip the Father. Befides, the Revo-
lutions which time and other accidents make in Towns and

Cities, render it impoflible to prevent the Alienation or

Profanation of the holy Ground ; for to look no farther than

the City of London, would it not be very hard if all the

Curfes that Bifhop Laud pronounced in Creed Church,

fhould reft upon them who live in the Houfes that are built

by A<5t of Parliament in places where there were confecra-

ted Churches, or Church-yards, before the Fire of Lon-
don ? Archbifhop Parker therefore, in his " Antiquitates
" Ecclefiae Britan." p. 85,86. condemns this practice as

fuperftitious ; nor was there any form for it in the publick

Offices of the Church. But this being objected to Arch-

bifhop Laud at his Trial, as an Evidence of his inclination

to Popery ; we fhall there fee his Grace's Defence, with

the learned Reply of the Houfe of Commons, concerning

the antiquity of confecr2ting Churches.

A Proclamation had been publifhed 'aft year, " com- pr0c!amati-
" manding the Archbifhops and Bifhops to take fpecial on-forre-

" care that the Parifh Churches in their feveral Diocefes,
j^
mn

?
'
' being places confecrated to the Worfhip of God, be kept r uo,w, p]

(i in decent repair, and to make ufe of the power of the ^s.

** Ecclefiaftical Court to oblige the Parifhioners to this part

** of their Duty." The Judges were alfo required not to

interrupt this good Work, by too eafily granting Prohibi-

tions from the Spiritual Courts. It feems, fundry Churches
fince the Reformation were fallen to decay ; and fome that

had been defaced by the pulling down of Images, and other

fuperftitious Relicks, had not been decently repaired, the

expence having been too great for the poorer Country Pa-

rifhes

;
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rifh.es ; it was therefore thought neceffary to oblige them
to their Duty ; but, under colour of this Proclamation,

Laud introduced almoft all the fuperflitious Decorations of

Popery, and punifhed thofe Minifters in the High Com-
million Court that ventured to write or preach againft them.

1631. His Lordlhip began with his own Cathedral of St. Paul's,
Cathedral for repairing and beautifying of which a Subfcription and

repaired?"

S

Contribution was appointed over the whole Kingdom. Se-

veral Houfes and Shops adjoining to the Cathedral were, by
an injunction of Council, ordered to be pulled down, and

the owners to accept of a reasonable Satisfaction : But if

they would not comply, the Sheriff of London was requi-

red to fee them demolifhed. The Church of St Grego-
ry's was pulled down, and the inhabitants afligned toChrift's

Church, where they were to affemble for the future. The
Bifhop's heart was in this Work, and to fupport the ex-

pence, gave way to many oppreiTions and unjuftifiable me-
thods of railing Money, by Compofitions with Recufants,

Commutations of Penance, exorbitant fines in the Star-

Chamber and High Commifllcn, infomuch that it became
a Proverb, " that St. Paul's was repaired with the Sins of
" the people." Before the year 1640. above one hundred

and thirteen thoufand Pounds was laid out upon it, with

which the body of the Church was finifhed, and the Stee-

Collyer, pie fcaffolded. There was alio a ftately Portico built at the
Ecd. Hid. Weft End, fupported with Pillars of the Corinthian order,
P' 7SI * and embellifhed with the Statues of King James and King

Charles ; but the rebuilding the Spire, and the infide De-
corations, mifcarried, by the breaking out of the Civil

War.
Decorations What thefe Decorations and Ornaments of Paintings,

tags of'ca- Carvings, Altars, Crucifixes, Candlefticks, Image?, Veft-

i!i«kais ments, &c. would have been, can only be gueffed by the

rh
0t

h

Cr Fam *on of the Times, and by the Scheme that was now
formed to recover and repair the broken Rchcks of Super-

flition and Idolatry which the Reformation had left, or to

fet up others in imitation of them ; for though the Refor-

mation of Queen Elizabeth had deftroy'd a great

many Monuments of this kind ; yet fome were left

r
a

[oi

Chr°n
* ent ' re > and others but very little defaced. In the Cathe-

dral of Canterbury, over the Door of the Choir, were

left thirteen Images, or Statues of Stone ; twelve of

them rcprefenting the twelve Apoftles, and the thirteenth in

the middle of them our Saviour Chrilt. Over thefe were

twelve

p. ICI.
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twelve other Images of Popifh Saints. In the feveral Win- King

dows of the Cathedral were painted the picture of St. Au- ^I"/"
flin the Monk, the firft Bifliopof that See, and feven large i^r\j
pictures of the Virgin Mary, with Angels lifting her up to Cathedral of

Heaven, with this inscription, " Gaude Maria fponfa Dei." Canterbury,

Under the Virgin Mary's Feet were the Sun, Moon, and

Stars, and in the bottom of the Window this infcription,

" In laudem &• honorem beatiffimoe Virginis." Befides

jthefe, were many pictures of God the Father, and ot the

Holy Ghoft, and of our Saviour lying in a Manger, be-

fides a large Image of Thomas Beckef, and others ; all

which were taken away by the Long Parliament.

In the Cathedral of Durham, there was an Altar of Of Durham.

Marble Stone fet upon Columns, with many Cherubims,

Pictures and Images about it, which coll: above two thou-

fand Pounds. There were three Statues of Stone in the

Church ; one /landing in the midft, representing Chrift

with a golden Beard, a blue Cap and Sun Rays upon his

Head, as the Record of Parliament fays ; (though Dr.

Cofins, in his vindication, fays, it was miilaken for the top

of Bifhop Hatfield's Tomb.) There was alfo an image of
" God the Father," and many other carved images, pic-

tures, &c. which the preftnt Dignitaries of the Cathedral

had in great admiration 5 and, to keep up the pomp, they

bought copes of Mafs Priefls, with crucifixes and images of

the Trinity embroidered upon them. They had confecrated

knives to cut the facramental Bread, and great numbers of

lighted candles upon the Altars on Sundays and Saints Days.

On Candlemas-day there were no lefs than two hundred,

whereof fixty upon and about the Altar , all which were

reckoned among the " Beauties of the Sanctuary." " But
" thefe fopperies (fays Bifhop Kennet) did not perhaps
'?' gain over one Papifi:, but loft: both the King and Bifhops
" the hearts and affections of the Proteftant part of the
i! Nation, and were (as his Lordfhip obferves) contrary to

" Queen Elizabeth's injunctions, 1559. which appoint,

" that all candlefticks, trentals, rolls of wax, pictures,
(i paintings, &c. be remov'd out of Churches."

However, Bifhop Laud was peculiarly fond of them, Of Lambeth

and, as foon as he was tranflated to Lambeth, repaired cantj)oom,
the paintings in the windows of that Chapel ; in one pane p. c9, 60,

of which, had been the picture of " Chrift crucified, with 6u
ie a Scull and dead Mens Bones under it ; a Bafket full of
" Tools and Nails, with the High Prieft and his Officers

" on Horfeback, and the two Thieves on Foot. In the

" next
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" next were the two Thieves on Croffes ; Abraham
" offering up his Son Ifaac, and the brazen Serpent on a
" Pole.—— In other Panes were the pictures of Chrift ri-

" fing out of the Grave, and afcending up into Heaven,
" with his Difciples kneeling about him. The defcent of

f the Holy Ghoft on the Apoftles, in the fhape of cloven
" Tongues. God's giving the law upon Mount Sinai

;

" his coming down from Heaven at the Prayer of Elilha ;

" Chrift and his twelve Apoftles fitting in Judgment
(t on the World." "-In other parts of the Church was
painted the Virgin Mary, "with the Babe Chrift fucking
" at her Breaft j The wife Men from the Eaft com-
" ing to adore him ; The Hiftory of the Annunciation,
ti with the picture of the Virgin Mary, and of the Holy
" Ghoft overfhadowing her, together with the birth of
" Chrift ;" all which having been defaced at the Refor-

mation, were now reftored, according to the Roman Mif-

fale, and beautified at the Archbifhop's coft. The like re-

parations of paintings, pictures, and crucifixes, were made
in the King's Chapel at Whitehall, Weftminfter-Abbey,

and both the Univerfities, as was objected to the Arch-

bifhop at his trial, where the reader will meet with his

Grace's defence of the lawfulnefs and antiquity of Church
paintings. The Puritans apprehended thefe paintings and

decorations of Churches tended to Image Worfhip, and

were directly contrary to the Homily, " Of the peril of
" Idolatry ;" their Minifters therefore preached and writ

againft them, and in fome places removed them ; for which
they were feverely handled in the High Commiffion.

Bifhop Laud had been chofen Chancellor of Oxford laft

year, [April the 12th,] where the Puritans foon gave him
fome difturbance. Mr. Hill of Hart Hall, Mr. Ford of

; Magdalene Hall, Mr. Giles Thorne of Baliol College, and

Mr. Giles Hodges of Exeter College, were charged with

i

preaching againft Arminianifm and the new Ceremonies in

their Sermons at St. Mary's. Hill made a publick Recanta-

tion, and was quickly releafed ; but the very Texts of the

others (fays Mr. Fuller) gave offence : One preached on

Numbers xiv. 4.
(e Let us make a Captain, and let us re-

w turn into Egypt : And another on 1 Kings xiii. 2. " And
" he cried againft the Altar in the Word of the Lord, and
" faid, O Altar, Altar, &rc." Thefe Divines being convened

before the Vice-Chancellor Dr. Smith, as offenders againft

the King's inftructions, appealed from the Vice-Chancellor

to the Proctors, who received their appeal. Upon this, the

Chancellor
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Chancellor complained to the King, and procured the caufe Kin£

to be heard before his Majefty at Woodflock, Auguft 23d.
, 6

r

^
1'

when the following fentence was paffed upon them: " That y^-y^w*
" Mr. Ford, Thorn, and Hodges, be expelled the Univer-

" fity ; that both the Proctors be deprived of their places

" for accepting the appeal ; and that Dr. Prideaux, Rec-
" tor of Exeter College, and Dr. Wilkinfon, Principal
*c of Magdalen Hall, receive a fharp admonition for their

c< milbehaviour in this bufinefs." Mr. Thorn and Hodges, Prynne,

after a year's deprivation, defiring to be reftored, preached CantDoom «

a Recantation Sermon, and read a written fubmiflion in the

Convocation Houfe on their bended knees, before the Doc-
tors and Regents ; but Mr. Ford making no addrefs to be

reitored, returned to his Friends in Devonfhire ; and being

like to be chofe Le&urer or Vicar of Plymouth, the inha-

bitants were required not to choofe him, upon pain of his

Majefty's high difpleafure ; and in cafe he was chofen, the

Bifhop of Exeter was commanded not to admit him.

Mr. Crowder, Vicar of Veil near Nonfuch, was about
Hardfhips

this time, committed clofe prifoner to Newgate for fix teen of Mi.

weeks, and then deprived by the High CommuTion, with- Crowder,

out any Articles exhibited againfl: him, or proof of any

crime. It was pretended that matters againft him were fo

foul, that they were not fit to be read in Court ; but then

they ought to have been notified to him, that he might

have had an opportunity to difprove or confefs them, which

could not be obtained. Mr. Crowder was a pious Man,
and preached twice a day, which was an unpardonable

crime fo near the Court.

Sundry eminent Divines removed to New England this Mr - E l!fot

year ; and among others the famous Mr. Elliot, the Apo- NewEne-*
1

file of the Indians, who not being allowed to teach fchool land. '

in his native Country, retired to America, and fpent a long

and ufeful Life in converting the Natives, whole language

he learn'd, and with indefatigable pains tranfiated the Bible

into it.

Two very considerable Puritan Divines were alfo remo- Death °f

ved into the other World by Death, (viz.) Mr. Arthur Hil- J^^jjj
derfham, born at Stetchworth, Cambridgeshire, Oclober

the 6th, 1563. and educated in Chriit's College, Cam-
bridge, of an ancient and honourable Family ; his Mother
Anne Poole being Niece to the Cardinal of that Name.
His Father educated him in the popifh Religion ; and be-

caufe he would not go to Rome at fourteen or fifteen years

of age, he difinherited him : But the Earl of Huntingdon,
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Kins his near Kinfman, provided for him, and fent him to Cam-

if^T bridge, where he proceeded M. A. and enter'd into holy

^_ -
v
— _j Orders. In the year 1587. he was placed, by his honour-

Clark's Life able Kinfman above-mentioned, at Alhby de la Zouch in
of Hilder-

Leicefterfhire, and inducted into the living fome time af-

ter. But here he was illenced feveral times for Non-con-
formity, as in the year 1590. in the year 1605, and

again in the year 161 1. under which laft fufpenfion he
continued many years. In the year 161 3. he was en-

joined by the High Commiflion not to preach, or exercife

any part of the minifterial function, till he mould be re-

ftored. In the year 161 5. he was committed to the Fleet

by the High Commiflion, for refufling the oath Ex Officio,

where he continued three Months, and was then releafed

upon bond. In November 161 6. the High Commiflion
proceeded againfl: him, and pronounced him refractory and

difobedient to the Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies of the

Church ; and becaufehe refufed to conform, they prououn-

ced him a Schifmatick, fined him two thoufand Pounds,

excommunicated him, and ordered him to be attached and

committed to prifon, that he might be degraded of his

Miniflxy : But Mr. Hilderiham wifely abfconded, and kept

out of the way. In the year 1625. he was reftored to his

Living ; but when Laud had the afcendant, he was filen-

ced again for not reading divine Service in the Surplice and

Hood, and was not reftored till a few Months before his Death.

Though he was a Non-conformifl: to his Death, as appears

by his laft Will and Tellament ; yet was he a perfon of

great temper and moderation : He loved and refpectcd all

good Men, and oppofed the feparation of the Brownilts,

and the Semi-feparation of Mr. Jacob. His Lectures on

the 5 ill Pfalm, and his other printed Works, as well as the

encomiums of Dr. Willet and Dr. Preflon, mew him to

have been a moil excellent Divine : What pity was it, that

his ufefulnefs in the Church mould be fo long interrupted !

he died March 4, 1631. in the fixty ninth year of his age,

having been Miniiter of Aihby de la Zouch (as the times

would fuffer him) above forty three years.

RobmEd- Mr- R°bert Bclton, born at Blackbourn in Lancashire,

ton. 1572. educated full in Lincoln College, and afterwards in

Brazen Nofe College, Oxford, of which he was fallow.

Here he became famous for his Lectures in moral and na-

tural Philofophy, being an excellent Grecian, and well vcr-

fed in School Divinity, though at prefent a profane wicked

Man. While he was at College, he contracted an acquain-

tance



Chap. IV. of the Puritan s.

tance with one Anderton, a Popifh Prieft, who taking ad-

vantage of his mean circumftances, would have perfuaded

him to reconcile himfelf to the Church of Rome, and go

over to one of the Englifh Seminaries in Flanders. Mr.

Bolton accepted the motion, and appointed a place of

meeting to conclude the affair : But Anderton difappointing

him, he returned to the College, and fell under firong

troubles for his former mifpentlife ; fo that he could neither

eat nor fleep, nor enjoy any peace or mind for feveral

months ; but at length, by prayer and humiliation, he re-

ceived comfort. Upon this, he refolved to enter into the

Miniftry, in the thirty fifth year of his age. About two

years after, he was prefented to the living of Broughton in

Northamptonfhire, where he continued till his death. He
was a rnoff. awakening and authoritative Preacher, having

the mod firong mafculine and oratorical Stile of any of the

Age in which he lived. He preached twice every Lord's

Day, befides catechizing. Upon every Holy Day, and eve-

ry Friday before the Sacrament, he expounded a Chapter:

His conflant courfe was to pray fix times a Day, twice* in

private, twice with his Family, and twice with his Wife,
befides many days of private humiliation that he kept for

the Proteftant Churches in Germany. He was of a come-
ly grave prefence, that commanded refpect in all compa-
nies ; zealous in the caufe of Religion, and yet fo prudent

as to efcape being called in Queflion all the while he lived in

Northamptonfhire. At length he was feized with a Tertian

Ague, which, after fifteen Weeks, put a period to his va-

luable andufeful Life, December 17 th, 163 1. in the fixti-

eth year of his age. He made a moll devout and Chriftian

End, praying heartily for all his Friends that came to fee

him ; bidding them make fure of Heaven, and bear in

mind
;

what he had formerly told them in his Miniflry, pro-

tefling that what he had preached to them for twenty years,

was the truth of God, as he fhould anfwer it at the tribu-

nal of Chrifl. He then retired within himfelf, and faid,

" Hold out Faith and Patience, your Work wiil fpeedily be
" at an End." The Oxford Hiflorian calls him a molt re-

ligious and learned Puritan, a painful and conilant Preacher,

a perfon of great zeal towards God, charitable and bounti-

ful ; but above all, an excellent Cafuifl for afflicted conftt-

ences: His eloquent and ufeful works will recommend his

memory to latefl pofterity.

About
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About the year 1627. there was a fcheme formed by fe-

veral Gentlemen and Minifters, to promote preaching in the

Country, by fetting up Lectures in the feveral Market
Towns of England ; and to fupport the expence a fum of

money was raifed by voluntary contibution, for the pur-

chafing fuch impropriations as were in the hands of the

Laity, the profits of which were to be parcel'd out into

Salaries of forty or fifty Pounds per Annum, for the fub-

fiftence of their Lecturers ; the Mqney was lodged in the

hands of the following Minifters, and Gentlemen^ intrufl: for

the abovefaid purpofes, under the name and character of Fe-
offees, viz. Dr. William Gouge, Dr. Sibbs, Dr. Offspring,

and Mr. Davenport, of the Clergy ; Ralph Eyre and Si-

mon Brown, Efqs. of Lincoln's Inn, C. Sherman of Gray's

Inn, and John White, of the Middle Temple, Lawyers

;

Mr. John Gearing, Mr. Richard Davis, Mr. G. Harwood,
and Mr. Francis Bridges, Citizens of London. There
were at this time three thoufand eight hundred and forty

five Parifh Churches appropriated to Cathedrals, or to Col-

leges, or impropriated as Lay Fees to private perfons, ha-

ving formerly belonged to Abbies. The Gentlemen above-

mentioned dealt only in the latter, and had already bought

in thirteen impropriations, which coft between five and fix

thoufand Pounds. Moll people thought this a very com-
mendable defign, and wifhed the Feoffees good fuccefs ;

but Bifhop Laud looked upon them with an evil eye, and

reprefented them to the King as in a confpiracy againil: the

Church, becaufe they did not reftore the impropriations

they purchafed to the feveral Livings, but kept them in

their own hands for the encouragement of factious and fe-

ditious Lecturers, who were to depend upon their patrons,

as being liable to be turned out if they neglected their du-

ty. He added further, that the FeorYees preferr'd chiefly

Ncn-Conformifl Minifters, and placed them in the moll

popular market Towns, where they did a great deal of

mifchief to the Hierarchy of the Church. For thefe rea-

fons an information was brought againtf. them in the Ex-

chequer by Mr. Attorney General Noy, as an unlawful So-

ciety, formed into a' body corporate without a grant from

the King for the purchafing Rectories, Tithes, Prebenda-

ries, &c. which were regilter'd in a Book, and the profits

not employed as by law they ought.

The defendants appeared, and in their anfwer declared,

that they apprehended impropriations in the hands of Lav-

men, and not employed for the maintenance of Preachers,

were a damage to the Church ; that the purchafing of them
for

I
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for the purpofes of Religion, was a pious work, and not King

contrary to Law, it being notorious, that Impropriations
Ch*rles *•

are frequently bought and fold by private perfons ; that the i _L j
donors of this money, gave it for this and fuch other good
ufes as the defendants mould think meet^ and not for the

endowment of perpetual Vicars, that they had not convert-

ed any of the money to their own ufe, nor erected them-
felves into a body corporate } and that to their knowledge
they had never prefented any to a Church, Or place in their

difpofal, who was not conformable to the Doctrine and Dif-

cipline of the Church of England, and approved of by the

Ordinary of the place. But notwithstanding all they could

fay, the Court was of opinion, that their proceedings were
contrary to Law, and decreed, That their Feoffments

mould be cancell'd ; that the Impropriations they had pur-

chafed mould be confifcated to the King, and the Feoffees

themfelves fined in the Star-Chamber ; but the profecution

was dropt as too invidious, it appearing in Court by the

receipts and disburfements, that the Feoffees were out of

pocked already above one thoufand pounds. The odium of

this profecution fell upon Laud, whofe Chancellor told him
upon this occafion, that he was miferably cenfured by the

Separatists ; upon which he made this reflection in his Dia-

v fy, " Pray God give me patience and forgive them."
But his Lordfhip had very little patience with thofe that Sufferings

oppofed his proceedings. We have feen his Zeal for Pic-
Min'iftei'

tures and paintings in Churches, which fome of the Puritans for preach,

venturing to cenfure in their Sermons and Writings, were inS againft

expofed to the fevereft punifhments : Among thefe were the ments
r

&(
Reverend Mr. John Hayden of Devonfhire, who being Mr. Hay-

forced to abfcond, was apprehended in the Diocefe of Nor-
^
ens luf*

wich by Biihop Harfnet, who after he had taken from him
his horie and money, and all his papers, caufed him to be

fhut up in clofe prifon for thirteen weeks ; after which, when rr
the Juftices would have bailed him at the Quarter Seiiions,

p _ , 6 ,

his Lordfhip fent him up to the High Commiffion, who de-

prived him of his Miniftry and Orders, and fet a fine upon
him tor preaching againft Decorations and Images in

Churches. In the year 1634, Mr. Hayden venturing to

preach occafionally, without being reftored, was apprehend-
ed again and fent to the Gate-Houfe by Archbifhop Laud,
and from thence to Bridewell, where he was whipt and
kept to hard labour ; here he was confined in a cold dark

dungeon for a whole winter, being chained to a peft in the

middle of a room, with Irons on his hands and feet, having

Vol. II. N tie
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c ,

Kl"s no other food but bread and water, and a pad of ftraw to

1632. '*e uPon « Before his releafe he was obliged to take an

L_ —v
—.J oath, and give bond, that he would preach no more, but

Poller depart the kingdom in a month and not return. But Bifhop

Harfenet did not live to fee the execution of this part of the

fentence, tho' for his zeal againlt the Puritans he was pro-

moted to the Archbifhoprick of York, and made a Privy

Counfellor. Some time before his death this prelate not on-

ly perfecuted the Non-Conformifis, but complained of the

Conformable Puritans, as he called them, becaufe they

compiyed out of policy, but not in judgment. How
hard is the cafe, when men fhall be punifhed for not con-

forming, and be complained of if they conform ! Queen
Elizabeth ufed to fay, fhe would never trouble herfelf about

the Conferences "of her fubjecls, if they did but outwardly

comply with the laws ; but this prelate would ranfack the

very heart.

She-field Henry Sheffield, Efq; a Bencher of Lincoln's Inn, and

Efq;Rufbw. Recorder of the city of Sarum, was tried in the Star-
Part. 2d. p. CJhamber, May 20th, 1632, for taking down fome painted

Glafs out of one of the windows of St. Edmund's Church
in Salilbury, in which were feven Pictures of God the Fa-
ther, in form of a little old Man in a blue and red coat, with

Prynnes's a pouch by his fide : One reprefents him creating the Sun

Sj
ant- and Moon with a pair of Compaffes, others as working on

, 02 ,

' ' the bufinefs of the fix days Creation, and at laft he fits in an

elbow chair at reft. Many fimple people, at their going in

and out of Church, did reverence to this window (as they

faid) becaufe the Lord their God was there. This gave

fuch offence to the Recorder, who was alfo a Juftice of

Peace, that he moved the Pafifh at a Veftry for leave to

take it down, and fet up a new Window of white Glafs in

the place, which was accordingly granted, fix Juftices of

the Peace being prefent. Some time after Mr. Sherfield

broke with his ftalf th« pictures of God the Father, in or-

der to new glaze the Window ; an account of which being

lent to London, an information was exhibited againft him
in the Star-Chamber, Feb. 8. 1632-3. The information

fets forth, " That being evil affected to the difcipline of
*' the Church, he, with certain confederates, without con-
'• fent of the Bifhops, had defaced and pulled down a fair

*' and c .ftly window in the Church, containing the Hiltory

" of the Creation, which had flood there fome hundred
" yenrs, and was a great osnament to it ; which profane

" act
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" a£t might give encouragement to other fchifmatical Per- King

" fons to commit the like Outrages."
*-Jgj*

h

Mr. Sherfield in his Defence fays, That the Church of ._ - —
IL_/

St. Edmund's was a Lay Fee, and exempted from the jurif- His De-

diction of the Bilhop of the diocefe ; that the Defendant, fence»

with the reft: of the Pariihioners, had lawful power to take

down the glafs ; and that it was agreed by a Veftry that the

glafs mould be changed^ and the window made new ; and

that accordingly he took down a quarry or two in a quiet and

peaceable manner ; but he avers, that the true Hiftory of the

Creation was not contained in that window, but a falfe and

impious one : God the Father was painted like an old

Man with a blue Coat, and a pair of CompafTes, to fignify

his comparing the Heavens and the Earth. In the fourth

day's work there were Fowls of the Air, flying up from God
their Maker, which mould have been the fifth day. In the

fifth day's Work a naked Man is lying upon the Earth afleep,

with fo much as from the knees upward growing out of his

Side, which fhould have been the fixthDay; fo that the

Hiftory is falfe.

Further, this Defendant holds it to be impious, to make an
Image or Picture of God the Father, which he under-

takes to prove from Scripture, from Canons and Councils,

from the mandates and decrees of fundry Emperors, from
the opinions of ancient Doctors of the Church, and of our

mod judicious Divines fince the Reformation. He adds,

That his Belief is agreeable to the doctrine of the Church of

England, and to the Homilies, which fay, That Pictures of

God are monuments of fuperftition, and ought to bedeftroy-

ed ; and to Queen Elizabeth's Injunctions, which command,
" That all Pictures and Monuments of Idolatry fhould be
" removed out of Churches, that no memory of them might
" remain in Walls, Glafs Windows, or elfevvhere :

"

Which injunction is, confirmed by the Canons of the 13th

of Elizabeth. Mr. Sherfield concludes his defence with de-

nying, that he wasdifafFected to the difcipline of the Church
of England, or had encouraged any to oppofe the Govern-
ment of it under the Reverend Bifhops.

Though it is hard to make a tolerable Reply to this De- Sentence of

fence, yet Bifhop Laud ftood up and fpake in excufe of the the Court.,

Painter, faying God the Father was called in Scripture the
" Ancient of Days; " but added, that for his own part, he
did not fo well approve of pictures of things invifible ; but

be the Paintings better or worfe, he iniifted ftrongly, That
Mr. Sherfield had Ukeu them down in contempt of the Epif-

N a copal
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copal authority, for which he moved, that he might be

fined a thoufand Pounds, and removed from his Recorderfhip

of the City of Sarum, that he be committed clofe Prifoner

to the Fleet, till he pay his fine, and then be bound to his

good behaviour. To all which the Court agreed, except to

the fine, which the Court reduced to five hundred Pounds.

The Reverend Mr. John Workman, Lecturer of St.

Stephen's Church, Glouccfter, in one of his Sermons faid,

That Pictures or Images were no ornaments to Churches ;

" that it was unlawful to fet up images of Chrift or Saints,

" in our Houfes, becaufe it tended to Idolatry, according to

" the homily." For which he was fufpended by the High
Commiffion, excommunicated, and obliged to an open Re-

cantation in the Court at Lambeth, in the Cathedral of

Glouceiter, and in the Church of St. Michael's j he was

alfo condemned in cofts of (vat and imprifoned. Mr.

W orkman was a Divine of great piety, wifdom and mode-
ration, and had ferved the Church of St. Stephen's fifteen

years ; in confederation whereof, and of his numerous fa-

mily, the City of Gloucefter had given him an annuity

of 20I. per Annum, under their common Seal, a little be-

fore his troubles ; but for this act of charity the Mayor,

Town Clerk, and feveral of the Aldermen were cited be-

fore the High Commiffion, and put to one hundred pounds

charges, and the annuity was cancell'd. After this Mr.
Workman fet up a little School, of which Archbifhop Laud
being informed, inhibited him, as he would anfwer the

contrary at his peril. He then fell upon the practice of

Phyfick, which the Archbifhop likewife abfolutely forbid ;

fo that being deprived of all methods of lubfiflence he fell in-

to a melancholy diibrder and died.

Our Bifhop was no lefs watchful over the Prefs than the

Pulpit, commanding his Chaplains to expunge out of all

books that came to be licenfed, fuch paffages as difallowed of
'* Paintings, Carvings, Drawings, Gildings ; erecting, bow-
" ing, or praying before Images and Pictures ;

" as ap-

peared by the evidence of Dr. Featly, and others, at his Trial.

The length ot this great Prelate's Arm would have

reached not only the Puritans in England, but the factories

beyond Sea, if it had been in his power. The Englifh

Church at Hamburgh managed their affairs according to

the Geneva Difcipline, by Elders and Deacons. In Hol-

land they conformed to the difcipline of the States, and

met them in their fynods and afTemblies, with the confent

of King James, and of his prefent Majefty, till Secretary

Windebank,
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Windebank, at the inftance of this Prelate, offered fome

propofals to the Privy Council for their better regulation :

The Propofals confifted often Articles, " i. That all Chap-
" lains of Englifh regiments in the Low Countries (hall be
" exactly conformable to the Church of England. 2. That
" the merchants refiding there mall admit of no Minifter to

" preach among them, but one qualified as before. 3. That
'* if any one after his fettlement among them proves a
" Non-conformift, he fhall be difcharged in three months.
" 4.That theScots factories l"hall be obliged to the fame con-
" formity. 5. That no Minifter abroad fhall fpeak, preach,
" or print any thing to the difadvantage of the Englifh dif-

" cipline and ceremonies. 6. That no conformift Minifter
*' fhall fubftitute a non-conformift to preach for him in the
" factories. 7. That the King's agents fhall fee the fer-

'* vice of the Church of England exactly performed in the
" factories. The laft Articles forbid the Englifh Minifters
" in Holland to hold any claffical aflemblies>, and efpecially,

" not to ordain Minifters, becaufe by fo doing they would
" maintain a ftanding nurfery for Non-conformity and
" Schifm." Thefe propofals were fent over to the fac-

tories, and the Bifhops writ in particular to Delf, That it

was his Majefty's exprefs command that their Minifters

mould conform themfelves in all things to the Doctrine and

Difcipline of the Church of England, and to all the orders

prefcribed in the Canons, Rubrick and Liturgy; and that

the names of fuch as were refractory mould be fent over to

him. But it was not poifible to fucceed in the attempt,

becaufe mod of the Englifh congregations being fupported

by the States, muft have run the hazard of lofing their

maintenance, and of being diffolved, as was reprefented to

the King by a petition in the name of all the Englifh Mini-

fters in the Low Countries. However, though the Bifhop

could not accomplifh his defigns abroad, we fhall find him
hereafter retaliating his difappointment upon the French

and Dutch Churches at home.
His Lordfhip met with better fuccefs in Scotland for the ,f53 .

prefent, as being a part of his Majefty's own dominions. King's pro.

He had pofTefTed the King with vaft notions of glory in f^j^f*
bringing the Kirk of Scotland to an exact conformity with

England ; a work which his father had attempted but left

imperfect. The King readily fell in with the Bifhop's mo-
tion, and determined to run all hazards for the accom-
pliihing it, as having no lefs a veneration for the ceremonies

N 3 of
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the Church of England than the Bifliop himfelf. There
had been Bifhops in Scotland for fome years, but they had

little more than the name, being upon the matter fubje£r.

to an AfTembly that was purely Prefbyterian. To advance

their jurifdidion the King had already renewed the High
C'aren. Vol. Commiffion, and abolifhed all general affemblies of the

• P- »• Kirk, not one having been held in his reign ; but ftill (fays

the noble Hiftorian) there was no form of Religion, no Li-

turgy, nor the leaft appearance of any Beauty of Holinefs.

To redrefs thofe grievances, as well as to fhew the Scots

Nation the pomp and grandeur of the Englifh Hierarchy,

his Majefty refolves upon a progrefs into his native country

to be crowned, and accordingly fet out from London May
13th, attended by feveral noblemen and perfons of quality ;

RufTiw. and among others by Bifhop Laud. June 1 8th. his Ma-
Part 2d. p. jefty was crowned at Edinburgh, the ceremony being ma-

naged by the direction of the Bifhop of London, who thruft.

away the Bifhop of Glafcow from his place, becaufe he ap-

peared without the coat of his order, which being an em-
broidered one,he fcrupled to wear, being a moderate church-

man.

His ufaqe of On t ^ie 20t^ °^ June ^ie Parliament met, and gave the

the- Scots King a large fum of money. After which his Majefty pro-
Parliament, pofed to them two A£te relating to Religion ; one was " Con-

" cerning his Royal Prerogative, and the Apparel of Kirk-
*' men." The other, a Bill for " the Ratification of for-

" mer Acts touching Religion." It being the cuftom in

Scotland for King, Lords and Commons, to fit in one houfe,

when the queftion was put for the firft Bill his Majefty took

a paper out of his pocket, and faid, " Gentlemen, I have
*.' all your names here, and I'll know who will do me fer-

?* vice, and who will not, this day." Neverthelefs, it was

carried in the negative ; thirteen Lords, and the majority of

the Commons voting againft it. TheLords faid, they agreed

to the Act fo far as related to his Majefty's Prerogative, but

diiTented from that part of it which referred to the Apparel

of Kirkmen, fearing, that under that cover (he Surplice

might be introduced. But his Majefty faid, he would have

no diftindlion, but commanded them to fay, Yes, or No,
to the whole Bill. The King marked cverv man's vote,

and upon cafting them up, the clerk declared it was carried

in the affirmative : which fome of the members denying,

his Majefty faid, the Clerk's declaration muft ftand, unlefs

any one would go to the bar and accufe him of falsifying the

Record of Parliament, at the peril of his life.

This
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This manner of treating the whole reprefentative body

of the Nation difgufted all ranks and orders of people. A
writing was immediately difperfed abroad, fetting forth,

How grievous it was for a King to overawe and threaten his

Parliament in that manner ; and, that the fame was a

breach of privilege ; that Parliaments were but a meer pa-

geantry, if the clerk might declare the votes as he pleafed,

and no fcrutiny be allowed. Lord Balmerino, in whofe

cuftody this Libel was found, was condemned to lofe his

head for it, but was afterwards pardoned.

After eight days the Parliament was dilTolved, but the Aa? paired.

King would not look upon the diffenting Lords, nor admit

them to kifs his hand. The A£t concerning the Apparel of

Minifters fays, that " Whereas it was agreed in the Parlia-

" ment of 1606. that what order foever his Majefty's Fa-
*' ther, of bleiTed memory, mould prefcribe for the anparel

" of Kirkmen, and fend in Writ to his Clerk of Regifter,

" mould be a fufficient warrant for inferting the fame in
" c< the books of Parliament, to have the ftrength of any acl:

u thereof; the prefent Parliament agrees, that the fame
" power mall remain with our Sovereign Lord that now
" is, and his Succefibrs." The bill touching Religion ra-

tifies and approves all Acts and Statutes made berore,

about the liberty and freedom of the true Kirk of God,
and the Religion at prefent prcfefTed within this Kingdom,
and ordains the fame to (land in full force as if they were
particularly mentioned and fet down.

The King left his native country July 1 6th. but loft a Bp.i.aud's

great deal of ground in the affections of his people, by the Scotland.

contempt he poured upon the Scots Clergy, and his high

behaviour in favour of the Englifh Ceremonies. His Ma-
jefty was attended throughout his whole progrefs by Laud, VoY

e

j

0T) '

Bifhop of London, which fervice his Lordfhip was not 81,82.

obliged to, and no doubt would have been excufed from,

if the defign of introducing the Englifh Liturgy into Scotland

had not been in view. He preached before the King in the

Royal Chapel at Edinburgh, which fcarce any Englifh-man

had ever done before, and principally upon the benefit of

the Ceremonies of the Church, which he himfelf obferved

to the height. It went againfl: him to own the Scots

Prefbyters for Minifters of thrift ; and he took all occa-

fions to affront their character, which created a high dif-

guft in that Nation, and laid the foundation of thofe refent-

ments that they exprefled againlt. the Bifhop under his fuf-

ferings.

N 4 When
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King When the King left Scotland, he ere&ed. a new Bifhop-
CharUs I.

r^ at Edinburgh ; and, about two months after, Laud

y_^-l~._f
being then newly advanced to the Archbifhoprick of Can-

Hisreguia- terbury, framed Articles for the reformatiun of his Ma-
tion of the jgfty's Royal Chapel in that city, which were fent into Scot-

peTin Edin- land under his Majefty's own hand, with a Declaration,

bu.gh. that they were intended as a pattern for all Cathedrals,

Si?S ChaPels » and Parim Churches in that Kingdom. The Ar-

„, 205/2015, tides appoint, " That Prayers be read twice a day in the
' " Choir, according to the Englifh Liturgy, till fome courfe

< ! be taken to make one that may fit the cuftom and con-

" ftitution of that Church. That all that receive the Sa^

'* crament in the chapel do it Kneeling. That the Dean
*< of the chapel always come to church in his Whites,^ and

" preach in them. That the Copes which are confecrated

" to our Ufe be carefully kept, and ufed at the celebration

" of the Sacrament ; and that all his Majefty's officers and

" Mjnifters of State be obliged, at leaft once a year, to

" receive the Sacrament at the Royal Chapel kneeling,

" for an example to the reft of the people." Thus the

liberties of the Kirk of Scotland began to be invaded by an

Englifh Bifhop, under the wings of the Supremacy, without

confent of Parliament or general AfTembly. The Scots

Minifters in the pulpits preached againft the Englifh Hierar-

chy, and warned the people againft furrendering up the li-

berties of their Kirk into the hands of a neighbouring Na-
tion that was undermining their Difcipline ; fo that when
the new Liturgy came to be introduced about four years

after, all the people as one man rofe up againft it.

Death and The King was no fooner returned from Scotland, but

JjSSho? D r - Abbot, Archbifhop of Canterbury died. He was born

Abbot. at Guildford in Surry, 1562. and educated in Balicl Col-

lege, Oxford, where he was a celebrated Preacher. In

the year 1597. he proceeded Doctor in Divinity, and was

elected Mafter of Univerfity College : Two years alter

he was made Dean of Winchefter, and was one of thole

Divines appointed by King James to tranflatc the New Te(-

tament into Englifh. In the year 1609. he was confecrated

Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry, from' thence he was tranf-,

Jatcd to London, and upon the death of Archbifhop Bancroft

to Canterbury, April 9th. 161 1. having never been rector,

vicar, or incumbent, in any parifh church in England.

Lord Clarendon has leffened the character of this excel-

lent Prelate, contrary to almoft all other luftorians, by faying,

that
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that " He was a Man of very morofe manners, and of a King

*' very fowr aipett, which in that time was called gravi- ^f '

" ty ; that he neither underftood nor regarded the Confti-

M tution of the Church ; that he knew very little of anci-

** ent Divinity, but adhered ftiffly to the Doctrine of Cal-
fi vin, and did not think fo ill of his Difcipline as he ought
" to have done ; but if Men prudently forbore a publick re-

" viling and railing at the Hierarchy, let their private

f< practice be as it would, he would give them no diftur-

t( bance ; that his houfe was a Sanctuary to difaffe&ed per-

M fons, and that he licenfed their writings, by which means
" his Succeffor [Laud] had a very difficult tafk to reduce
" things to order." The Oxford Hiftorian, who was no Ath.Ox,

friend to our Archbifhop's principles, confefles that he P- 5 84-

was a pious, grave perfon, exemplary in his Life and con-

verfation, a plaufible Preacher, and that the many things

that he has written mew him to be a Man of parts, learn-

ing, and vigilance ; an able Statefmar, and of unwearied

Study, though overwhelmed with bufinefs. Fuller fays,

he was an excellent Preacher, and that his feverity towards

the Clergy was only to prevent their being punilhed by

Lay-Judges, to their greater fhame. Mr, Coke and Dr. ru (j,w ,

Welwood add, That he was a Prelate of primitive fan&i- p. 450.

ty, who followed the true intrefts of his Country, and of

the reformed Churches at home and abroad ; that he was a

Divine of good Learning, great Hofpitality, and wonder-
ful moderation, fhewing upon all occafions an uiiwilling-

nefs to ftretch the King's Prerogative, or the Act of Uni-
formity, beyond what was confiftent with law, or necefla-

ry for the peace of the Church : This brought him into

all his troubles, and has provoked the writers for the Pre-

rogative to leave a blot upon his memory j but for this all

true lovers of the Proteftant Religion, and the Liberties of

their Country, will reverence it ; and if the Court had
followed his wife and prudent Counfels, the mifchiefs that

befel the Crown and Church fome years after his death,

would have been prevented. We "have mentioned his ca-

fual Homicide in the year 162 1, for which he kept an
annual Fail as long as he lived, and maintained the win-

dow ; notwithstanding which, if he would have betrayed

the Proteftant Religion, and the Liberties of his Country,
he might have continued in high favour to his death ;

but for his fteady oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of

Buckingham and Laud, and for not licenfing Sibthrop's

Sermon,
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Sermon, he was fufpended from his Archiepifcopal Juris-

diction [1628.] after which he retired to Croydon, having

no more intereft at Court, nor influence in the Govern-
ment of the Church ; here he died, in his Archiepifcopal

Palace, Auguft 4th, 1633. aged feventy one, and was bu-

ried in Trinity Church in Guilford, the place of his Nati-

vity, where he had erected and endowed an hofpital for

Men and Women. There is a fine Monument over his

grave, with his Effigies in full proportion, fupported by fix

pillars of the Dorick Order of black marble, (landing on
fix Pedeftals of piled Books, with a large Infcription there-

on to his Memory.

CHAP. V.

From the Death of Archbifhop Abbot to the beginning of
the Commotions in Scotland, in the year 1637.

Kin T"\^- Laud was now at the height of his Preferment,

Charles I. | J being advanced to the See of Canterbury two
,(S33- days after Archbifhop Abbot's death. His Grace was alfo

S^-V—^ Chancellor of the Univerfities of Oxford and Dublin, Prr-

bifhoo of

C
vv Counfelior for England and Scotland, firft Commiffi-

Canterbury. oner of the Exchequer, and one of the Committee for

trade, and for the King's Revenues : He was alfo offered

a Cardinal's Cap, [Aug. 17.] but declined it, (as he fays)

becaufe " There was fomething dwelt within him which
" would not fuffer it, till Rome was otherwife than it

" was." We are now to fee how he moved in this high

fphere. Lord Clarendon admits, " That the Archbifhop
" had all his Life eminently oppofed Calvin's Do&rine,
" for which reafon he was called a Papiif ; and it may be
" (fays his Lordfhip) the Puritans found the more fevere

" and rigorous ufage for propr.gating the calumny. He
" alfo intended, that the Difcipline of the Church fhould
*' be felt as well as fpoken of." The truth of which ob-

fervation had appeared in part already, and will receive

ftronger evidence from the following fevcn years of his Go-
vernment.

The Archbifhop's antipathv to Calvinifm, and zeal for

the external beauty of the Church, carried him to fome

very imprudent and unjuftifiable extremes ; for if the

Puritans were too ftritr. in " keeping Holy the Sabbath,"

his Grace was two large in his indulgence, by encouraging

Revels, May-games and Sports, on that facrcd day.

Com-
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Complaint having been made to the Lord Chief Juftice King

Rich:irdfon, and Baron Denham, in their Weftern Circuit,
Ch

*££/'

of great Inconveniencies arifing from Revels, Church Ales, L _J^ j
and Clerk Ales on the Lord's Days, the two Judges made Wakes and

an order at the Aflizes for fuppreffing them, and appoint-
J ê

v

^ r

™
ed the Clerk to leave copies of the Order with every Pa- Da), coun.

rifh Minifter, who was to give a Note under his hand, tp tenancrd.

publifh it in his Church yearly, the firft Sunday in Febru-
J^""

6
'

8

ary, and the two Sundays before Eafter. Upon the return Doom,

of the Circuit of the Judges required an account of the ex- p. 153-

ecution of their order, and puniihed fome perfons tor the

breach of it ; upon which the Archbifiiop complained to

the King of their invading the Epifcopal Jurifdicticn, and

prevailed with his Majefty to fummons them before the

Council. When they appeared, Richardfon pleaded that

the Order was made at the requeft of the Juftices of the

Peace, and with the unanimous confent of the whole

Bench, and juflified it from the following precedents : Sept.

10. Eliz. 38th, the Juftices afTembled at Bridgewater or-

dered, That no Church Ale, Clerk Ale, or Bid Ale, be

fuffered ; figned by Popham, Lord Chief Juflice, and ten

others. The fame order was repeated 1599. and 41ft of

Eliz. and again at Exeter, 1615. and 13th of Jac. and

even in the prefent King's Reign, 1627. with an order for

the Minifter of every Parifh Church to publifh it yearly.

But notwithftanding all the Chief Juftice could fav, he re-

ceived a (harp reprimand, and a preremptory Injunction to

revoke his order at the next Aflizes ; which he did in fuch

manner as loft him his credit at Court for the future ^ for

he then declared to the Juftices, " That he thought he
" had done God, the King, and his Country good Service,

" by that good Order that he and his Brother Denham *

f* had made, for fupprefnng unruly Wakes and Revels,

f* but that it had been mifreported to his Majefty, who
" exprefly charged him to reverfe it ; accordingly (fayrhe^

f* I do, as much as in me lies, reverfe it, declaring the

" fame to be null and void, and that all perfons may- ufe

" their recreations at fuch meetings as before." This re-

primand and injunction almoft broke the Judge's Heart, for

when he came out of the Council Chamber, he told the Earl

of Dorfet with tears in his eyes, that he had been miferably

fnaken by the Archbiihop, and was like to be choaked with

. his Lawa Sleeves.

Laud having thus humbled the Judge, and recovered ArcHbi(nop

the Epifcopal Authority from neglect, took the affair into ^"abouT
his them.
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his own hand, and writ to the Bifhop of Bath and Wells,
Oct. 4th, for a fuller information. In his letter he takes

notice, That there had been of late fome noife in Somer-
fetfhire about the Wakes ; that the Judges had prohibited

them under pretence of fome dilorders, by which argu-

ment (fays he) any thing that is abufed may be quite taken

away ; but that his Majefty was difpleafed with Richardfon's

Behaviour at the two laft A frizes, and efpecially the laft ;

being of opinion, that the Feafts ought to be kept for the

recreation of the people, of which he would not have them
debarred under any frivolous pretences, to the gratifying

of the Humourifts, which were very numerous in thofe

parts, and united in crying down the Feafts ; his Grace
therefore requires the Bifhop to give him a fpeedy account

-how thefe Feafts had been ordered.

Pierce, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, in anfwer to this let-

ter acquaints the Archbifhop, <c That the late fuppreffion

" of the Revels was very unacceptable, and that the reftitu-

" tion of them would be very grateful to the Gentry, Cler-
" gy and Common People ; for proof of which he had
" procured the hands of feventy two of his Clergy, in whofe
" Parifhes thefe Feafts are kept ; and he believes, that if

es he had fent for one hundred more, he fhould have had
n the fame anfwer from them all ; but thefe feventy two
" (fays his Lordfhip) are like the feventy two Interpre-
t( ters, that agreed fo foon in the Tranflation of the Old
'* Teftament into the Greek." He then proceeds to ex-

plain the nature of thefe Feafts. " There are (fays he)
*' in Somerfetfhire, not only Feafts of Dedication [or

" Revel Days] but alfo Church Ales, Clerk Ales, and Bid

* Ales.

" The Feafts of Dedication are in the Memory of the
l( Dedication of their feveral Churches ; thofe Churches
" which are dedicated to the Holy Trinity have their

" Feafts on Trinity Sunday; and fo all the Feafts are kept

" upon the Sunday before or after the Saint's Day to

" whom the Churches are dedicated, becaufe the peo-
H pie have not leifure toobferve them on the week days ;

" this, fays his Lordfhip, is acceptable to the people,

" who otherwife go into Tipling-houles, or elfe to Conven-
" tides.

" Church Ales are when the People go from afternoon
M Prayers on Sundays to their lawful Sports and Paftimes
u in the Church Yard, or in the Neighbourhood, in fome
** publick Houfe, where they drink and make mcr-

«7-
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" ry. By the Benevolence of the People at thefe Paf- ^'inS

*' times many poor Pariflies have cafl: their Bells, and beau-
|6j?

*

" tified their Churches, and raifed flocks for the poor ; and \—-y—

^

<c there has not been obferved fo much diforder at them as

<f commonly at Fairs or Markets.
" Clerk Ales [or leffer Church Ales] are fo called, becaufe Clerk AW

u they were for the better maintenance of the Parifh

" Clerk ; and there is great reafon for them (fays his Lord-
" fhip) for in poor Country Parifhes, where the wages of

" the Clerk are but fmall, the people thinking it unfit that

*< the Clerk ihould duly attended at Church and not gain

" by his office ; fend him in Provifion, and then come on
" Sundays and feaft with him, by which means he fells

" more Ale, and tallies more of the Liberality of the peo-

" pie, than their Quarterly Payments would amount to in

** many years ; and fince thefe have have been put down
" many Miniflers have complained to me (fays his Lord-
11 fhip) that they are afraid they mall have no Parifh.

« Clerks.

" A Bid Ale is, when a poor Man decayed in his fub- Bid AI*.

" fiance, is fet up again by the liberal Benevolence and Con-
" tribution of his friends at a Sunday's Feafl."

The people were fond of thefe recreations, and the Bi-

fhop recommends them, as bringing the people more wil-

lingly to Church ; as tending to civilize them, and to com-
pofe differences among them ; and as ferving to encreafe

love and unity, for as much as they were in the nature of

Feafls of Charity, the richer fort keeping in a manner open
houfe ; for which, and fome other reafons, his Lordfhip

thinks them fit to be retained.

But the Juflices of the Peace were of another mind, and

flgned an humble Petition to the King, in which they de-

clare, that thefe Revels had not only introduced a great

profanation of the Lord's Day, but riotous tipling, con-

tempt of Authority, Quarrels, Murders, &c. and were
very prejudicial to the Peace, Plenty, and good Govern-
ment of the Country, and therefore they pray, that they

may be fuppreffed. Here is the Laity petitioning for the re-

ligious obfervation of the Lord's Day, and the Bifhop with

his Clergy pleading for the profanation of it.

To fupport thefe diforderly AfTemblies more effectually, Dec!^^,,
Archbifhop Laud put the King upon republifhing his Fa- for Sports on

ther's Declaration of the year 1618. " Concerning lawful rtie Lord's

" Sports to be ufed on Sundays after Divine Service ;"
tty *

which
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King wjilch Was done accordingly, 0<5t 18th. with this remark-
Charles I.

a^je addition. After a recital of the Words of King James's
i_ - -^i Declaration his Majefty adds,

" Out of a like pious care for the Service of God,
" and for fupprefTing of thofe Humours that oppofe truth,

« and for the eafe, comfort, and recreation of his Ma-
f* jefty's well deferving people, he doth ratify his blelfed

" Father's Declaration, the rather, becaufe of late in

.«< fome Counties of this Kingdom his Majefty finds, that

" under pretence of taking away an Abufe, there hath
" been a general forbidding, not only of ordinary meet-
?' ings, but of the Feafts of the Dedication of Church-
•* es, commonly called Wakes ; it is therefore his Ma-
" jefty's exprefs Will and Pleafure, that thefe Feafts with
" others fhall be obferved, and that all Neighbourhood
i( and Freedom, with Man-like and lawful Exercifes be
" ufed ; and the Juftices of Peace are commanded not
" to moleft any in their Recreations, having firft done their

" Duty to God, and continuing in obedience to his Ma-
*' jefty's Laws. And he does further will, that publication

_*« of this his command be made by order from the Bi-

" fhops, through all the Parifh Churches of their feveral
u Diocefes refpe&ively."

Of the Mo- This Declaration revived the Controverfy of the mora-

&Ibbat°h.

lhe
lify oi the Sabbatn

'
which had flept for many years ;

Mr. Theophilus Bradbourne, a Suffolk Minifter, had pub-

lifhed in the year 1628. " A Defence of the molt ancient

" and facred Ordinance of God, the Sabbath Day," and de-

B. XI. dicated it to the King. But Fuller obferves, " That
p. 144. a tne p0or Man fell into the ambufh of the High Com-

" miffion, whofe well tempered feverity fo prevailed with
" him, that he became a Convert, and conformed quiei-

" ly to the Church of England." Francis White, Bi-

fhop of Ely, was commanded by the King to confute

Bradbourne ; after him appeared Dr. Pocklington, with

his Sunday no Sabbath ; and after him Heylin the Aich-

bifhop's Chaplain, and others. Theft Divines inftead of

foftening fome Exceffes in Bradbourne's Sabbatarian ftricV

nefs, ran into the contrary extreme, denying all manner
of Divine Right or moral Obligation to the observance

of the whole, or any part of the Lord's Day, making

it depend entirely upon Ecclefiaftical Authority, and to

oblige no further than to the few Hours of publick

Service j and that in the Intervals, not only walking

(Which
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(which the Sabbatarians admitted) but mixed dancing, King

mafques, interludes, revels, &c. were lawful and expedi- c
j£

r, *s h

But inftead of convincing the fober part of the Nation/Remarks,

it {truck them with a kind of horror, to fee themfelves in-

vited by the authority of the King and Church, to that

which looked fo like a contradiction to the command of God.

It was certainly out of chara&er, for Bifhops and Clergy-

men, who mould be the fupport of Religion,to draw men off

from the pra&ice of it in their families and clofets, by en-

ticing them to publick recreations. People are forward

enough of themfelves to go into thefe liberties, and need a

check rather than a fpur ; but the wifdom of thefe times

was different. The Court had their balls, mafquerades,

and plays on the Sunday evenings, while the youth of the

Country were at their revels, morrice dances, may-games,

church and clerk ales, and all kinds of recreations.

The revival of this declaration was charged upon Arch-

bifhop Laud at his trial, but his Grace would not take it

upon himfelf, though he confeffed his judgment was for it.

It was to be publifhed in all Parifh Churches, but whether

by the Minifler, or any other perfon, was left to the direc-

tion of the Bifhop, and therefore the putting this hardihip

on the Clergy was their Act and Deed ; but Laud knew it

would diftrefs the Puritans, and purge the Church of a fet

of Men, for whom he had a perfect averfion. The rea- Fuller,

Ion given for putting it upon them was, becaufe the two p. 148.

Judges had enjoined the Minifters to read their order againfl

revels in the Churches ; and therefore it was proper to

have it reverfed by the fame perfons and in the fame

place.

The fevere preffing this declaration made fad havock Hardffcips

among the Puritans for feven years. Many poor Clergy- of the Purl-

men drained their confciences to read it. Some when they J?"!™" ff!
• • 1*1 t- rf—i

union to ir*c

had read it immediately read the fourth Commandment to Declaration,

the people, " Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy ;

" adding, This is the Law of God ; the other, the in-

" junction of Man." Some put it upon their Curates, B.Xi.p.14?,

but great numbers refufed to comply upon any terms. Fuller

fays, " That the Archbifhop's moderation in his own Dio-
" cefe was remarkable, filencing but three, in whom alfo

" was a concurrence of other Non-conformities ; but that
'* his adversaries imputed it not to his charity but policy,Fox
" like, preying farmed from his own Den, and mitigating
fi other Bifhops to do more than he would appear in him-

« ielf/'
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ChSfsl " felf'" Sir Nath * Brcnt
'

hi§ Grace's Vicar-General, at-

,533-
' tefted upon oath, at the Archbifhop's Trial, that he gave
him a fpecial charge to convene all Minifters before him
who would not read the Book of Sports on the Lord's Day,
and to fufpend them for it ; and that he gave particular or*

der to fufpend the three following Kentifh Minifters by
name, (viz.) Mr. Player, Mr. Hieron, and Mr. Culmur.
Whereupon he did, againft his Judgment, fufpend them all,

" Ab Officio & Beneficio," though the King's Declaration

(as has been obferved) does not oblige the Minifter to read it,

nor authorize the Bifhops to inflict any punifhment on the

refufers. When the fufpended Minifters repaired to Lairn
beth, and petitioned to be reftored, the Archbifhop told,

them, " If they did not know how to obey, he did not
" know how to grant their Petition. "So their fufpenfion con-

tinued till the beginning of the commotions in Scotland, to

the ruin of their poor Families ; Mr. Culmer having a

Wife and feven Children to provide for.

Sufferings of Several Clergymen of other Diocefes were alfo filenced,
Mr.Wiiibn an(j deprived on the fame account ; as, Mr. Thomas Wil-

for not"* *on or" Otham, who being fent for to Lambeth, and afked,

reading it. whether he had read the Book of Sports in his Church,
anfwered no ; whereupon the Archbifhop replied immedi-
ately, " I fufpend you for ever from your Office and Be-
" nefice till you read it ;" and fo he continued four years,

being cited into the High Commiffion, and articled againft,

lb. p. 151. for the fame crime. Mr. Wrath and Mr. Erbery were
brought up from Wales, Mr. William Jones from GIou-
cefterfhire, with divers others, and cenfured by the High
Commiffion (of which the Archbifhop was chief) for not

reading the Declaration. To thefe may be added Mr.
WhitfieW of Ockly, Mr. Grath of Woverfh, Mr. Ward
of Pepper Harrow, Mr. Farrol of Purbright, and Mr.
Pegges of Wexford, to whom the Archbifhop faid, that he

fufpended him ° Ex nunc prout ex tunc," in cafe he did

not read the King's Declaration for Sports, on the Sunday

feven-night following.

Suffering! The Reverend and learned Mr. Lawrence Snelling, Rec-

<f *vr' d
tor °^ Pau l's Cray, was not only fufpended by the High

hiT r" a'fons
Commiffion at Lambeth for four years, but deprived and

for not excommunicated for not reading the Declaration. He
reading the

pieafjefj |n his own defence, the laws of God and of the

Spo°rti.° Realm, and the authority of Councils and Fathers ; he ad-

ded, that the King's Declaration did not enjoin Minifters

to read it, nor authorize the Bifhops or High Comniidloncrft

f
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to fufpend or punifh Minifters for not reading it ; that it be-

ing a meer Civil, not an Ecclefiaftical Declaration enjoined

by any Canons or Authority of the Church, no Ecclefi-

aftical Court could take cognizance of it. All which

Mr. Snelling offered to the Commiflioners in writing*

but the Archbifhop would not admit it, but faid in open

Court, that " whofoever ihould make fuch a defence,
** it mould be burnt before his Face, and he laid by the

" Heels." Upon this he was perfonally and judicially ad-

moniflied to read the Declaration within three weeks,

which he refufing, was fufpended u Ab Officio & Benefi-

" cio. About four Months after he was judicially admo-
nifhed again, and refufing to comply, was excommunica-

ted, and told, that unlefs he conformed before the fecond

Day of next Term, he mould be deprived ; which was ac-

cordingly done, and he continued under the fentence many
years, to his unfpeakable damage.
" It were endlefs to go into more particulars ; how many

" hundred godly Minifters, in this and other Diocefes (fays

" Mr. Prynne) have been fufpended from their Miniftry,

" fequefter'd, driven from their Livings, excommunicated,
" profecuted in the High Commifllon, and forced to leave
tc the Kingdom for not publishing this Declaration, is ex-
" perimentally known to all Men." Dr. Wren, Bifhop of

Norwich, fays, that great numbers in his Diocefe had de-

clined it, and were fufpended ; that fome had fince com-
plied, but that mil there were thirty that peremptorily refil-

led and were excommunicated. This the Bifhop thinks a

a fmall number, but if there were as many in other Diocefes,

the whole would amount to near eight hundred.

To render the Common Prayer Book more unexception- Alterations

able to the Papifts, and more diftant from Puritanifm, the & theSer-

Archbifhop made fundry Alterations in the later Editions,
Cant

B°°k'

without the Sanction of Convocation or Parliament. In the Doom,

Collect for the Royal Family, " the Princefs Elizabeth, and P- »"> »«
" her children were left out," and thefe words were ex-

punged, " O God, who art the Father of thine Elect, and
" of their feed ;" as tending towards particular Election

or Predeftination. In the prayer for the 5th of November
were thefe words, " Root out that Antichriftian and Baby-
** lonifh Seel:, which fay of Jerufalem, down with it even
" to the Ground. Cut off thofe workers of iniquity, whofe
" religion is rebellion, whofe faith is faction, whofe practice

" is murdering both foul and body j" which in the laft Edi-

V0L.IL O • tion
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ed into Al-

tar*.

tion are thus changed, " Root out the Antichriftian and
* c Babylonifh. Sect of Them, which fay of Jerufalem,
" Down with it—Cut off" thofe workers of iniquity, who
turn Religion into rebellion, &rc." The defign of which
alteration was to relieve the Papifts, and to turn the Prayer

againft the Puritans, upon whom the Popifh Plot was to

have been father'd. In the Epiftle for Palm Sunday, inftead

of " In the Name of Jefus," as it was heretofore, 'tis now,
according to the iaft Tranflation, " At the Name of Jefus
" every Knee mail bow. But it was certainly very high

preiumption, for a fingle Clergyman, or any number of

them, to alter a Service Book eftablifhed by Act of Parlia-

ment, and impofe thole alterations upon the whole body of

the Clergy;

The Puritans always excepted againft bowing at the

Name of Jefus ; it appeared to them very fuperflitious,

as if Wcrihip was to be paid to a Name, or to the Name of

Jefus, more than to that of Chrift or Immanuel. Never-
thelefs it was enjoin'd by the eighteenth Canon, and in com-
pliance with that injunction, our laft Tranflators inferted it

into their text, by rendring it t«> ovopuli, " In the Name of
" Jefus," as it was before, both in the Bible and Common
Prayer Book, " At the Name of Jefus," as it now (rands ;

but no penalty was annexed to the neglect of this Ceremo-
ny, nor did any fuffer for it, till Biihop Laud was at the

Head of the Church, who preffed it equally with the reft,

and caufed above twenty Minifters to be fined, cenfuied, and

put by their Livings, " for not bowing at the Name of
*' Jefus, or for preaching againlt it."

On the third of November was debated before his Majef-

ty in Council, the queftion about removing the Communion
Table in St. Gregory's Church near St. Paul's, from the

middle of the Chancel to the upper end of it, and placing

it there in form of an Altar. This being enjoined upon the

Church-Wardens by the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's,

without confent of the Parifhioners, they oppofed it, and

appealed to the Court of Arches, alledging, that the Book
of Common Prayer, and eighty fecond Canon, gave liber-

ty to place the Communion Table where it might (land with

moft convenience. His Majefty being informed of the ap-

peal, and acquainted by the Archbifhop, that it would be a

leading cafe all over England, was pleafcd to order it to be

debated before himfelf in Council, and after hearing the

arguments on both fides, declared, that the liberty given by

the eighty fecond Canon was not to be underftood fo, as if

it
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it were to be left to the difcretion of the parifh, much lefs

to the fancies of a few humorous perfons, but the judg-

ment of the ordinary [or Bilhop] to whefe place it properly

belong'd to determine thefe points ; he therefore con-

firm'd the A&of the ordinary, and gave commandment,
that if the Parifhioners >vent on with their appeal, the Dean Rufliw.

of the Arches, who was then attending at the hearing of P:!rl ^>- p

the caufe, mould confirm the order of the Dean and Chap-
2 ° 7 '

ter. This was a fovereign manner of putting an end to a

Controversy, but very agreeable to the Archbifhop.

When the Sacrament was adminifter'd in Parifli Mifchlefe

Churches, the Communion Table was ufually placed in the llla
.

c aUcnd *

middle of the Chancel, and the people received round it,
e

or in their feveral places there about ; but now all Com-
munion Tables were ordered to be fixed under the Eatf. Wall
of the Chance! with the ends North and South in form of

an Altar ; they were to be raifed two or three {leps above

the floor, and encompaffed with rails. Archbifhop Laud
ordered his Vicar General to fee this alteration made in all

the Churches and Chapels of his Province ; to accompiifn

which, it was neceffary to take down ne galleries in fome
Churches, and to remove ancient Monuments. This was
refented by fome confiderable families, and complained of Prynne's

as an injury to the. Dead, and fuch an expence to the living, £
ant -

as fome Country Parifhes could not bear 5 but yet thofe who
p . lco

'

t0l<

refufed to pay the rates directed by the Archbifhop for this

fmrpofe, were fined in the Spiritual Courts, contrary to

aw. It is incredible to imagine, what a ferment the mak-
ing this alteration at once railed among the common people

all over England. Many Minifters and Church Wardens
were excommunicated, fined, and obliged to do penance,

for neglecling the Bifhops injunctions. Great numbers re-

fufed to come up to the rails and receive the Sacrament, for

which fome were fined, and others excommunicated, to

the number of fome hundreds, fays the Committee of the

Houfe of Commons at the Archbiihop's Trial.

Books were writ for and againfr. this new practice^ with Agreements

the fame earneftnefs and contention for victory as if the
an

|?.

life of Religion was at Stake. Dr. Williams, Bifhop of

Lincoln, publifhed two treatifes againfr. it, one intituled,

'.' A letter to the Vicar of Grantham ; the other, The
<c Holy Table, Name and thing ;" filled with fo much
learning, and that learning fc clofelv and folidly applied,

(fays Lord Clarendon) as fhewed he had fpent his time

O 2 in
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Ch
Ki

|"
g * *n ^s ret'rement w^h his Books very profitably. Dr. Hey-

,<j33
' lin, who anfwered the Bifhop, argued frpm the words of

u-y««j Queen Elizabeth's injunctions, 1559 ; from the orders and

Advertifements of 1562, and 1565. from the practice of the

King's Chapels and Cathedrals ; and finally, from the prefent

King's Declaration, recommending a conformity of the Pa*

rim Churches to their Cathedrals. The Bifhop, and with

him all the Puritans, infilled upon the practice of primitive

antiquity, and upon the 8 2d Canon of 1603. which fays,

" We appoint, that the Table for the Celebration of
" the holy Communion fhalt be covered with a fair

" linen cloth at the time of Adminiitration, and fhall then
" be placed in fo good fort within the Church or Chancel,
" as thereby the Minifter may more conveniently be heard
" of the communicants in his prayer, and the communi-
" cants may more conveniently, and in more numbers
" communicate." They urged the Rubrick in the Com-
mon-prayer-book ; that Altars in Churches were a popifh

invention, of no greater antiquity in the chriflian Church
than the facrifice of the Mafs ; and infilled ftrenuoufly on

the difcontinuance of them fince the Reformation. But

the Archbifhop being determined to carry his point, profe-

cuted the affair with unjuftifiable rigor all over the King-
dom, punifhing thofe that oppofed him with great feve-

rity, and without regard to the laws of the Land. This
occafioned a fort of Schifm among the Bifhops, and a great

deal of uncharitablenefs among the inferior Clergy ; for

thofe Bifhops who had not been beholden to Laud for their

preferments, nor had arty farther expectations, were very

cool in this affair, while the Archbifhop's creatures, in

many places, took upon them to make thefe alterations by

their own authority, without the injunctions or directions

of their Diocefans, which occafioned many Law-fuits. Thofe
that oppofed the alterations were called Doctrinal Puritans^

_,. . and the promoters of them Doctrinal Papifts.
Ot bowing _., A a~.i r 1 1 r 1

towards the Lhe Court Clergy were or the latter lort, and were ve-

Altar. hemently fufpe6ted or an inclination to Popery, becaufe of

their fuperftitious bowing to the altar, not only in time of

divine fcrvice, but at their going in and out of Church.

This was a practice unknown to the laiety of the Church
of England before this time, but Archbifhop Laud intro-

duced it into the Royal Chapel at Whitehall, and recom-

mended it to all the Clergy by his example, for when he

went in and out of Chapel, a lane was always made for him
to fee the Altar, and do reverence towards it. All his Ma-

jetty,
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Jefty's Chaplains, and even rhe common people, were
r ,

Klng
:

enjoined the fame practice. In the new body of Statutes ^Ti.'
for the Cathedral of Canterbury, drawn up by his Grace
and confirmed under the Great Seal, the Dean and Pre- Coliyer's

bendaries are obliged by oath, to bow to the Altar at com-
p
"g

2
'

'

ing in and going out of Church ; whjch could arife from

nothing but a belief of the real prefence of ChriSt in the

Sacrament, or Altar ; or from a Superftitious imitation of

the Pagans worshipping towards the Eaft.

To make the adoration more Significant, the Altars in Ca- Furniture of

thedrals were adorned with the moft pompous furniture, and
'J^-

Jt

?
rof

all the veffels had a folemn confecration. The Cathedral of dra]of Can_

Canterbury was furnifhed, according to Bifhop Andrews's terbury.

model, who took it from the Roman Miffal, with two Candle-

flicks, Tapers, a Bafin for oblations, a Cufhion for the fervice-

book, a Silver gilt Canifter for the wafers, like a wicker

bafket, lined with cambrick lace, the Tonne on a cradle ;

a Chalice with the image of ChriSt and the loft fheep, and
of the wife men and ftar, engraved on the fides and on the

cover. The Chalice was covered with a linen napkin,

called the Aire, embroidered with coloured Silk ; two Pa-
tins, the Tricanale being a round ball with a fcrew cover,

out of which iffued three pipes, for the water of mixture ;

a Credentia, or fide table, with a bafin and ewer on nap-
kins, and a towel, to wafh before the confecration ; three

kneeling Stools covered and ftuffed, the Foot Pace with
three Afcents, covered with a Turkey carpet; three Chairs
ufed at ordinations, and the Septum or Rail with two afcents.

Upon fome Altars there was a pot, called the Incenfe pot,

and a Knife, to cut the facramental bread.

The confecration of this furniture was after this manner ; Confecration

the Archbifhop in his cope, with two Chaplains in their °f the Fur-

furplices, having bowed feveral times towards the altar, read
mture *

a portion of Scripture ; then the veffels to be confecrated

were delivered into the hands of the Archbifhop, who after

he had placed them upon the altar, read a form of prayer,

defiring God to blefs and accept of thefe veffels, which he
Severally touched and elevated, offering them up to God,
atter which they were not to be put to common ufe. We
have feen already the manner of his Grace's confecrating

the facramental elements at Creed Church ; there was a little

more ceremony in Cathedrals, where the wafers and wine
being firft placed with great Solemnity on the Credentia,
or fide Table, were to be removed from thence by one
of the ArchbiShop's Chaplains, who, as Soon as he turns

O 1 his
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his face about to the Altar with the elements in his hands,

bows three times, and again when he comes to the foot

of it, where he prefents them upon his knees, and lays

them upon the Altar for confecration. How far the

bringing thefe inventions of men into the worfhip of

God, is chargeable with fuperftition, and with a departing

from the fimplicity of the chriftian Infiitution, I leave

with the reader ; but furely, the impoiing them upon
others under fcvere penalties, without the fan£tion of

Convocation, Parliament, or Royal Injunction, was not to

be julrified.

InuinSHons ^h? Lecturers, or afternoon Preachers, giving his

againit Lee- Grace fome disturbance, notwithstanding the attempts al-

tuiers. ready made to fupprefs them, the King fent the following

Part 2d. injunctions to the Bifhops of his Province ;
" i. That

f. 214. f* they ordain no Clergyman without a prefentation to fome
" living. Or, 2. Without a Certificate that he is pro-

" vided of fome void Church. Or, 3. Without 1 fome
iC place in a cathedral or collegiate Church. Or, 4. Un-
" le/s he be a Fellow of fome College. Or, 5. A Mafter
" of Arts of rive years (landing, living at his own charge,
* f Or, 6. Without the intention of the Bifhop to provide
" for him." By virtue of thefe injunctions no chaplain-

fliip to a nobleman's family, nor any invitation to a lec-

ture, could qualify a perfon for ordination, without a,

living.

1 ac - In the annual account the Archbifhop gave the King

ftateof hia
^ °^ ^n® State of his Province this year, we may obferve,

i'.ovincc. how. much the fuppreiling of thefe popular Preachers lay

upon his mind. M The Bifhop of Bath and Wells (fays

"' his Grace) has taken a great deal of pains in his late
vt vifitation, to have all the King's Instructions obferved,

" and particularly he has put down feveral Lefturers in

f* market towns who were beneficed in other diocefes, be-
** caufe he found, when ihey had preached faclious fer-

*"' mons, they retired without the reach of his jurifdic-

" tion.

w And whereas his Majefty's Inirruclions recjuire, That
" Lecturers fhould turn their afternoon fermons into catc-

i (
chifings, fome Paribus or Vicars object againA their

tir being included, beeaufe Lecturers are only mentioned ;

* c but the Biihops will take care to clear their doubts, and
" fettle their pra< I

" Tin: Bifhop of Peterborough had fuppreiTed a fedi-

e; tious Lettiire «t Repon, and put down feveral Monthly
•' Lecture 3

a
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" Lectures, kept with a faft, and managed by a modera- King

" tor. He had alfo fupprefled a meeting called the Run- ^'J*
L

" ning Lecture, becaufe the lecture went from village to
,
_
—*-'

_j
" village.

" The Bifhop of St. Afaph fays, That his Diocefe is

" without exception, abating the increafe of Romim Re-
" cufants in fome places, by their fuperftitious concourfe
" to St. Winifred's Well.
" The Biiliop of LandafF certifies, That he has not one

" fhibborn Non-conformift, or fchifrnatical Minifter within
" his Diocefe, and but two Lecturers.
" All the Bifhops declare, that they take fpecial care

" of that branch of his Majefly's Instructions relating to

" Calvinifm, or preaching upon the predeilinarian points ;

'•' and the Archbifhop prays his Majefty, that no iayman
*.' whatfoever, and leaf!: of all the Companies of the city of
f( London, or Corporations, ihould under any pretence
'* have power to put in, or turn out any Le&urer, or
" other Minifter."

. In this account the reader will obferve but little com-
plaint of the growth of Popery, which we mail fee pre-

fently was at prodigious height ; but all the Archbi-

mop's artillery is pointed againfl: the Puritan Clergy, who
were the moft determined and refolved Proteftants in the

Nation.

Towards the clofe of this year came on the famous Mr.prynne**

trial of William Prynne, Efq; Barrifter of Lincoln's Inn, J™*
1^ "

for his Hiflriomaftix, a book written againfl: Plays, Mafques, chamber.

Dancing, &c. The information fays, That though the au- Ruftw.

thor knew, that the Queen and Lords of the Council were
p

3

^
frequently prefent at thofe diverfions, yet he had railed

againfl thefe and feveral others, as May-poles, Chriftmas-

keeping, dreffing Houfes with Ivy, Feftivals, &c. that he
had afperfed the Queen, and commended factious perfons ;

which things are of dangerous confequence to the Realm
and State. The caufe was heard in the Star Chamber,
Feb. 7 th. The Council for Mr. Prynne were Mr. At-
kyns, afterwards Judge of the Common Pleas, Mr. Jen-
kins, Holbourne, Heme, and Lightfoot. For the King
was Mr. Attorney General Noy. The Council for the De-
fendant pleaded, that he had handled the argument of
Stage-Plays in a learned manner, without designing to re-

flett on his fuperiors ; that the book had been licenfed ac-

cording to law 5 and, that if any pafTages may be con-

O 4 flxued
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King {trued to refle£h on his Majefly, or any branch of his govern-

1635, ' ment > ne humbly begs pardon. But Mr. Attorney aggra-

\M^mvmmmuf vated the charge in very feverelanguage, and pronounced it a

malicious and dangerous libel. After a full hearing he was fen-

tenced " To have his Book burnt by the hands of the com-
" mon hangman, to be put from the Bar, and to be for ever

*i incapable of his profeflion, to be turned out of the Society of
" Lincoln'slnn, to be degraded at Oxford, to ftand in the pillo-
t( ry, at Weflminfter and Cheapfide, to lofe both his ears, one
" in each place, to pay a fine of five thoufand Pounds, and to

" fufFer perpetual imprifonment." Remarkable was the
Rufhw. Speech of the Earl of Dorfet on this occafion ; Mr. " Prynnc
p- 2 33» <f (fays he) I declare you to be a Schifm-Maker in the

*f Church, a Sedition-Sower in the Commonwealth, a wolf
" in fheeps clothing ; in a word, Omnium malorum
'f nequifTimus. I mail fine him ten thoufand Pounds,
tf which is more than he is worth, yet lefs than he deferves.

" I will not fet him at liberty no more than a plagued man,
" or a mad dog, who, though he can't bite will foam : He
" is fo far from being a focial Soul, that he is not a rational

" Soul. He is fit to live in dens with fuch beafts of prey, as
i( wolves, and tygers, like himfelf! therefore I condemn
*f him to perpetual imprisonment ; and for corporal punifh-
" ment I would have him branded in the forehead, flit in
u the nofe, and have his ears chopt off." A Speech more
fit for an American Savage than an Englifh Nobleman !

Dr. BaR- A few months after Dr. Baftwick, a Phyfician at Colchef-
\mcW&. terj having writ a Book, infilled, V Elenchus Religionis

i( PapifticE," with an Appendix, called " Flagellum Pon-
.*' tificis & Epifcoporum Latialium," which gave oiTence

to the Englifh Bifhops, becaufe it denied the divine right of

the order of Bifhops above Prefbyters, was cited before the

High Cornmiilion, who difcarded him from his Profeflion

[1634] excommunicated him, fined him one thoufand pounds,

and imprisonment till he recanted.

Mr. Bur- Mr. Burton, B. D. Miniller of Friday Street, having pub-
tcn's liftied two exceptionable Sermons from Prov. xxiv. 21, 22.

intitled, *f For God and the King," againft the late Innova-

tions, had his houfe and ftudy broke open by a Serjeant at

Arms, and himfelf committed clofc prifoner to the Gate-
Houfe, where he was confined feveral years.

Thefe terrible proceedings of the CommilTioners made
many confeientious Non-Conformifts retire with their fami-

lies to Holland and New England, for fear of falling into the

hands of men, " whole tender mercies were cruelty."

Among
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Among others that went over this Year was the Reverend King

and Learned Mr. John Cotton, B. D. Fellow of Emanuel c
^

rles L

College, Cambridge, and Minifter of Boflon in Lincoln- ^.aJ^
(hire, where he was in fuch repute, that Dr. Preflon and Rev. Mr.

others from Cambridge frequently vifited him; he was an Cotton re-

admired Preacher, and of a mod meek and gentle difpofiti- New
on: He became a Non-Conformift upon this principle, England.

u That no Church had power to impofe indifferen*cMatners

tf ceremonies, not commanded by Chrift, on the confcien- "'
ji£'

f( ces of men." He therefore omitted fome of the cer£mo- p . 18 &c.

nies, and adminifter'd the Sacrament to fuch as dellred it,

without kneeling ; for which he was informed againfr. in the

High Commiflion ; and Laud being now at the Head of af-

fairs, the Bilhop of Lincoln his diocefan, could not protect

him. Mr. Cotton applied to the Earl of Dorfet for his inte-

reft with the Archbifhop, but the Earl fent him word,
*f that if he had been guilty of drunkennefs, uncleannefs,
" or any fuch leffer fault, he could have got his pardon, but
'* the fin of Puritanifm and Non-Conformity" (fays his

" Lordfhip) is unpardonable, and therefore you muft fly for

" your fafety." Upon this. he travell'd to London in dif-

guife, and took paffage for new England, where he arrived

Sept. 3. 1633. and fpent the remainder of his days, to the

Year 1652.

Mr. John Davenport, B. D. and Vicar of Coleman Street,
AmJ Mr

London, refigned his living, and retired to Holland this Davenport,

fummer. He fell under the relentments of his Diocefan, Ib- c - HI.

Bilhop Laud, for being concerned in the Feoffments, which, p" $ 2'

together with fome notices he received of being profecuted

for non-conformity, induced him to embark for Amflerdam,
where he continued about three years, and then returning

to England, he fhipped himfelf with fome other families

for New England, where he began the fettlement of New
Haven in the year 1637. He was a good Scholar, and an
admired Preacher, but underwent great hardfhips in the in-

fant colony, with whom he continued till about the year

1670. when he died.

The Reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, Fellow of Emanuel And Mr;
College, Cambridge, and Lecturer of Chelmsford in Effex, Hooker."

after four years exercife of his Miniftry was obliged to lay it Mather'*

down for non-conformity, though forty feven conformable ^j,
N

'
E *

Minifters in the neighbourhood fubfcribed a petition to the p,.$o.

Bifhop [Laud] in which they declare, that Mr. " Hooker
" was for Doctrine Orthodox, for life and converfation ho-

*$ neft, for difpofition peaceable, and in no wife turbulent or

factious.
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Dr. Ames's
Death and

Character.

factious. Notwithstanding which he was filenced by the

Spiritual Court, 1630. and bound in a recognizance of fifty-

pounds to appear before the High Commission ; but by the

advice of his friends he. forfeited his recognizance and fled to

Holland ; here he contin'. ;d about two years fellow-labour-

er with old Mr. Forbes, a Scots Man at T)tJ, from whence
he was called to affift Dr. Ames at Rotterdam, but upon hi»

death he returned to England, and being purfued by the

Bifhop's Officers from place to place, he embarked this

Summer for New England, and fettled with his friends upon
the Banks of Connecticut River, where he died in the

Year 1647. He was an awakening Preacher, and a con-

siderable practical Writer, as appears by his Books of " Pre-
" paration for ChrifL, Contrition, Humiliation, &c.

The Reverend and Learned Dr. William Ames, educated

at Cambridge, under the famous Mr. Perkins, fled from the

perfecution of Archbifhop Bancroft, and became Minister of

the Engliih Church at the Hague, from whence he was in-

vited by the States of FrieSland to the divinity chair in the

Univerfity of Franeker, which he filled with univerfal repu-

tation for twelve years. He was in the Synod of Dort, and

informed King James's Ambaffadors at the Hague, from

time to time, of the Debates of that venerable Affembly.

He writ feveral Treatifes in Latin, againft the Arminians,

which for their concifenefs and perfpicuity, were not equal-

led by any of his time. His other Works are, " Manudu&io
" Logica, Medulla Theologiae, Cafes of Conscience, Ana-
<c

lyfis on the Book of Pfalms, Notes on the firSl and fecond

" EpiStles of Peter, and upon the Catechiftical heads." Af-

ter twelve Years Dr. Ames refigned his Profefforfhip, and ac-

cepted of an invitation to the English Congregation at Rot-

terdam, the air of Franeker being too Sharp for him, who
was troubled with fuch a difficulty of breathing, that he con-

cluded every Winter would be his laft; befides, he had a de-

fire to be employed in the delightful work of preaching to

his own Countrymen, which he had difufed for many Years.

Upon his removal to Rotterdam he writ his " FreSh fuit a-
* c

gainSl: Ceremonies;" but his constitution was fo Shatter'd,

that the air of Holland did him no Service ; upon which he
determin'd to remove to New England, but his Aflhma re-

turning at the beginning of the Winter put an end lo his

Life at Rotterdam., where he was buried, Nov. 14. N. S.

163-5. Next Spring his Wife and Children embarked for

New England, znd carried with them his valuableLibrary of

Books,
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Books, which was a rich treafure to the Country at that King

time. The Doctor was a very learned Divine, a ftri6t Calvi- *™* *•

n i it in Doctrine, and of the Perfuaficn of the Independants, \^~y~\j
with regard to the fubordination and power of Gaffes and

Synods.

Archbifhop Laud being now Chancellor of the Univerfity 1*34

of Dublin, and having a new Deputy [Wentworth] difpofed Thlrt
.

y nma

to ferve the purpofes of the Prerogative, turned his thoughts ce j veci m
againft the Calvinifts of that Kingdom, refolving to bring Ireland,

the Church of Ireland to adopt the Articles of the Church
of England. Archbifhop Ufher, and fome of his brethren,

being informed of the defign, moved in convocation, that

their own Articles ratified by King James in the Year
1615. might be confirmed, but the motion was fet afide, be-

caufe it was faid, they were already fortified with all the

authority the Church could give them ; and that a further

confirmation would imply a defect. It was then moved on
the other fide, that for filencing the popifli Objections of a

disagreement among Proteftants, a Canon fhould be palled

for approving the Articles of the Church of England, which
was done with but one ciffenting voice ; one Calvinift (fays

Mr. Coiiyer) having look'd deeper into the matter than the reft.

The Canon was in thefe words ; " For the Manifeftation Bi. b. Reg.

ie of our agreement with the Church of England, in the ?5
a> *3'

(l ConfeiTion of the fame Chriftian Faith and Doctrine of the
" Sacramenst, we do receive and approve the Book of Articles
<c

, of Religion, agreed upon by the Archbiihops andBilhops,
" &rc. in the Year 1562. for the avoiding diveriity of opi-

" nions, and for eftablifhing confent touching true Reli»
•* ligion ; and therefore if any hereafter fhall affirm, that

" any of thefe Articles are in any part fuperftitious or erro-
fi neous, or fuch as he may not with a good Confcience
" fubfcribe unto, let him be excommunicated."
The Irilh Bifhops thought they had loft nothing by this R

Canon, becaufe " they had fayed their own Articles," but
Laud took advantage of it during the time of his Chancel-
Iorfhip ; for hereby the Church of Ireland denounced the
Sentence of Excommunication againft all that affirmed any
of the thirty-nine Articles to be fuperftitious or errone-
ous, that is, againft the whole Body of the Puritans ; B. xr-

and Fuller adds, That their own Articles which con- P* X 4S"

demned Arminianifm, and maintained the morality of the
Sabbath, were utterly excluded.

This
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This Summer the Reverend Mr. Thomas Sheppard,
M. A. fled to New England. He had been Lecturer at
Earls Coin, in EfTex, feveral years, but when Laud became
Bifhop of London, his Le&ure was put down, and himfelf
filenced ; he then retired into the family of a private
Gentleman, but the Bifhop's Officers following him thi-

ther, he travelled into Yorkfhire, where Neile Bifhop of
the Diocefe commanded him to fubfcribe or depart the
Country ; upon this he went to Heddon in Northumberland
where his labours were profpered to the converfion of fome
Souls ; but theBifhop of Durham, by the direction of Arch-
biihop Laud, forbid his preaching in any part of his Dio-
cefe, which obliged him to take fhipping at Yarmouth for

New England ; here he continued Pallor of the Church at

Cambridge till his death, which happened Aug. 25, 1649.
in the forty fourth year of his age. He was a hard Student,

an exemplary Chriftian, and an eminent Practical Writer,
as appears by his Sincere Convert, and other Practical Works
that go under his name.
The Reverend Mr. John Norton went over in the fame

Ship with Mr. Sheppard, being driven out of Hertfordfhire,

by the feverity of the times. He fettled at Ipfworth in New
England, and was afterwards removed to Bolton where he
died in the year 1665. Mr. Fuller fays, he was a Divine

of no lefs learning than modefty, as appears fuffkiently by
his numerous writings.

His Grace of Canterbury having made fome powerful

efforts to bring the Churches of Scotland and Ireland to an

uniformity with England, refolved in his metropolitical Vi-

olation this Summer to reduce the Dutch and French
Churches (which were ten in number, having between five

and fit thoufand Communicants) to the fame Conformity;

for this purpofe he tendered them thefe three articles of

enquiry.

1.
u Whether, do you ufe the Dutch or French Litur-

"gy?
2. " Of how many Defcents are you fincc you came in*

*« to England ?

5. " Do fuch as are born here in England conform to the

" Englifh Ceremonies ?"

The Minifters and Elders demurred upon the Qucftions,

and infiftcd upon the Charter of Privileges granted by

King Edward VI. and confirmed no lefs than five times in

the reign of King James, and twice by King Charles him-

felf, by virtue of which they had been exempt from all

ArchU
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Archiepifcopal and Epifcopal Jurifdi<5Hon till this time ; but King

Laud, without any regard to their Charter, fent them the
"
6
™ '

two following Injun&ions by his Vicar-General. v_~y-«j

1. " That all that were born in England of the Dutch Laud's in-

" and Walloon Congregations, mould repair to their Pariih junctions

^, ,
° ° r to them.

Churches.

2. " That thofe who were not natives, but came from
" abroad, while they remained flrangers, might ufe their

*' own Difcipline, as formerly."

In this emergency the Dutch and Walloon Churches pe-

titioned for a toleration, and mewed the inconveniencies

that would arife from the Archbiihop's Injunctions ; as,

that if all their Children born in England were taken from

their Communion, their Churches mud break up and return

home, for as they came into England for the liberty of their

Confciences, they would not continue after it was taken

from them. They defired therefore it might be confi-

dered, what damages would arife to the Kingdom by dri-

ving away the Foreigners with their Manufactures, and dif-

couraging others from fettling in their room. The Mayor
and Corporation of Canterbury affured his Grace, that a-

bove twelve hundred of their poor were maintained by

the Foreigners, and others interceded with the King in their

favour ; but his Majefty anfwered, " We muft believe our
" Archbifhop of Canterbury," who ufed their Deputies very

roughly, calling them a neft of Schifmaticks, and telling

them it were better to have no foreign Churches, than

to indulge their Non-conformity. In conclufion he affured

them by a letter dated Aug. 19, 1635. that his Majefty

was refolved his Injunctions mould be obferved, viz. " That Ru n1Wm
" all their children of the fecond defcent born in Eng- p. 240.

" land fhould refort to their Pariih Churches," and (fays his

Grace) I do expe£t all obedience and conformity from you,

and if you refufe, I fhall proceed againft the natives accord-

ing to the Laws and Canons Ecclefiaftical. Accordingly fome They are

of their Churches were interdicted, others fhut up, and broken up,

the Affemblies diffolved ; their Minifters were fufpended,

many of their people left the Kingdom, efpecially in the

Diocefe of Norwich, where Bifhop Wren drove away three

thoufand Manufacturers in wool, cloth, Sec. fome of whom
employed a hundred poor People at work ; to the unfpeak-
able damage of the Kingdom.

As a farther mark of difregard to the foreign Protef- Foreign

tants, the King's Ambaffador in France was forbid to fre- £j"
oteftant

quent their religious AlTemblies. "It had been cuftomary^^J
(fays



222 The H I S T O R Y Vol. II.

Ki
,

ns Ci (fays Lord Clarendon) for the Arnbaffadors employed
Charles I. , e

J
, «.l r J r> V ' •

l6
" in any parts where the reformed Kehgion was exerci-

(U^^w' " fed, to frequent their Churches, and to hold correfpon-
tc dence with the moft powerful perfons of that Religion,
c< particularly the Englifh Ambaffador at Paris conftantly
" frequented the Church at Charenton ; but the contrary
" to this was now practifed, and fome Advcrtifements, if

" not in ftrucfcions, given to the Ambaffador, to forbear any
ec commerce with the Men of that Religion. Lord Scu-
** damore, who was the laft Ambaffador before the begin-
" ning of the Long Parliament, inftead of going to Cha-
" renton, furnifhed his Chapel after the new fafhion, with
'* Candles upon the Altar, &c. and took care to publifh
" upon all occafions, " that the Church of England look-
" ed not on the Hugonots as a part of their Communion ;"

*' which was likewife induftrioufly difcourfed at home. This
iC made a great many foreign Proteftants leave theKingdom,
" and tranfport themfelves into foreign parts." The
Church of England by this means loft the efleem of the

Reformed Churches abroad, who could hardly pity her

when a few years after fhe funk down into the deepeft dif-

trefs.

Brief for the To give another inflance of the Archbifhop's difaffecti-

Paiatine on to the foreign Proteftants, the Queen of Bohemia, the
JWmiiiers.

King's Sifter, folicited the King in the moil preffing man-
ner, to admit of a publick collection over England for the

poor perfecuted Minifters of the Palatinate, who were ba-

Cyp. Ariel, nifhed their Country for their Religion. Accordingly the
Coiiyer, King granted them a Brief to go through the Kingdom

;

p ' 7bs ' but when it was brought to the Archbifhop, he excepted a-

gainil the following claufe ; " Whofe cafes are the more
" to be deplored, becaufe this extremity is fallen upon
" them for their fincerity and conftancy in the true Reli-

" gion, which we together with them profeffed, and which
" we are all bound in'Confcknce to maintain to the utmoft
<( of our Powers. Whereas thefe religious and godly Per-

*\ fons, being involved among others their Countrymen,
*' might have enjoyed their Eftates and Fortunes, it with

" other backilidcrs in the time of trial, they would have
" fubmitted themfelves to the Antichriftian Yoke, and
u have renounced or diffembled the profeffion of their

Laud'sEx- " Religion." His Grace had two exceptions to this paf-

cepiions to fage It The Religion of the Palatine Churches is affirm-

ed to be the fame with ours, which he denied, becaufe

they were Calvinifts, and becaufe their Minifters had not

Fpifcopal.

it.
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Epifcopal Ordination. 2. He objected to the Church of n
Ki

.

ng

Rome's being called an Antichriflian Yoke, becaufe it ^l.
*

would then follow, that fhe was in no capacity to convey v—v—-

'

facerdotal Power in Ordinations, and confequently the be-

nefit of the Priefthood, and the force of Holy Miniflrations

would be loll in the Englifh Church, for as much as fhe

has no orders but what fhe derives irom the Church of

Rome. Laud having acquainted the King with his excep-

tions, they were expunged in another draught. But the

collection not fucceeding in this way, Dr. Sibbes, Gouge,
and other Divines of the Puritan party, figned a private re-

commendatory letter, defiring their friends to enlarge their

charity, " as to Men of the fame Faith and Profeflion with
ct themfelves," and promifing to fee to the right diflribu-

tion of the Money ; but as foon as Laud heard of it he ci-

ted the Divines before the High Commiflion, and put a flop

to the collection.

This year put an end to the Life of the Reverend Mr. Mr. HugSi

Hugh Clarke, born at Burton upon Trent, 1563. and edu- p
lar

L
es

.

cated partly at Cambridge, and partly at Oxford. He was character,

firfl Minifler of Oundle in Northamptonfhire, and then of

Woolflon in Warwickfhire, from whence he was fufpend-

ed, and afterwards excommunicated, for expounding upon
the Catechifm. At length he was indicted for High Trea-
fon, becaufe he prayed, '* That God would forgive the
*' Queen [Elizabeth] her Sins, but was acquitted." He
was an awakening Preacher, of a warm Spirit, and a robufl

body, which he wore out with preaching twice every

Lord's Day, and frequently on the Week-days. His Mi-
niflry met with great fuccefs, even to his death, which
happened Nov. 6th, 1634. in the feventy fecond year of
his age.

About the fame time died the Reveiend and pious Mr. And Mr
John Carter, a Man that feared God from his youth, and John Car-

was always employed in acls of Devotion and Charity. He ters "

was born in Kent, 1554. and educated in Clare Hall, Cam-
bridge. He was firfl Minifler of Bramford in Suffolk for

thirty four years, and then Reclor of Belflead in the fame
County. He was often in trouble fcr his Non-conformity,
but made a fhift by the aflsflance of friends, to maintain
his liberty without any finful compliance. He was rrv

. 7
in Prayer, frequent and fervent in preaching, arc! a re-

folute champion againft Popery, Arminianifm, ai the"

new Ceremonies. He lived to a good old age, ai ' died

fuddenly, as he was laying down to fleep, in the eighaeth

year
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year of his age, greatly lamented by all that had a tafte of
practical Religion and undiffembled piety. His funeral Ser-

mon was preached before a vaft concourfe of people, from
thofe words, " My Father, my Father, the Chariots of
" Ifrael, and the Horfemen thereof !"

Conformity to the new Ceremonies and the King's Injun-

ctions, was now prefled with the utmoft rigor. The Re-
verend Mr. Crooke, of Brazen Nofe College, and Mr.
Hobbes of Trinity College Oxford, were enjoined a publick

recantation, for reflecting upon the Arminians.

Mr. Samuel Ward, of Ipfvvich, having preached againfl

the Book of Sports, and bowing at the Name of Jefus, add-
ed, " That the Church of England was ready to ring
" changes in Religion ; and, that the Gofpel flood a tip-toe,

" ready to be gone to America." For which he was fuf-

pended, and enjoined a publick recantation. Another un-
derwent the fame cenfure, for faying, '* It was fufpicious

" that the night was approaching, becaufe the fhadows were
i(

fo much longer than the body, and ceremonies more in

" force than the power of Godlinefs."

The Reverend Mr. Chauncey, late Minifter of Ware,
but now of Marflon Lawrence, in the Diocefe of Peterbo-

rough, was imprifoned, condemned in cofts of Suit, and
obliged to read the following recantation, for oppofing the

railing in the Communion Table.

Mr, Chaun-
cey'? Recan-

tation.

Prynne.

P- 95.97-
100.

Rufhw. p.

301, 316.

wHereas I Charles Chauncey, Clerk, late Vicar of

Ware, fland convicted for oppofing the fetting up
" a rail about the Communion Table, and for faying,

" it was an innovation, a fnare to Men's Confciences, a
" breach of the fecond Commandment, an addition to

" God's Worfhip, and that which drove me from the

" place ; I do now, before this honourable Court, ac-
te knowledge my great offence, and protefl I am ready
" to declare upon oath, that I am now perfuaded in my
** Confcience, that kneeling at the Communion is a lawful

*' and commendable geffure ; that the rail is a decent and
" convenient ornament, and that I was much to blame for

" oppofing it ; and do promife from henceforth, never by
" word or deed, to oppofe that, or any other laudable rites

" and ceremonies ufed in the Church of England.

After this he was judicially admonifhed, and difchar-

ged ; but the recantation went fo much againfl: his Confci-

ence, that he could enjoy no peace till he had quitted the

Church



Chap. V. of the Puritan s. 225

Church of England, and retired to New England, where, King

he made an open acknowledgment of his fin.
Charles I.

The Church-wardens of Beckington in Somerfetfhire - - ^
were excommunicated by the Bifhop of Bath and Wells, for Sufferings of

refufing to remove the Communion Table from the middle of the church-

the Chancel to the Eaft end, and not pulling down the feats Beckington.

to make room for it. They produced a certificate, that

their Communion Table had ffood time out of mind in the

midfr. of the Chancel ; that the ground on which it was
placed, was raifed a foot, and enclofed with a decent wain-

fcot border, and that none went within it but the Minifter,

and fuch as he required. This not availing, they appealed

to the Arches, and at Iafr. to the King ; but their appeal

was rejected. After they had remained excommunicate Ru(1iw'

for a year, they were cafi. into the common jail, where they p ' 3°°"

continued till the year 1637. and were then obliged to do
publick penance in the parifli Church of Beckington, and

two others, the fhame of which broke their hearts : one of

them declaring upon his death-bed foon after, that the Pe-

nance and Submiffion, fo much againft his conscience, had
funk his fpirits, and was one principal caufe of his death.

In the Archbifhop's metropolitical vifitation this ftimmer, Laud's ac-

Mr. Lee, one of the Prebendaries of Lichfield, was fuf- ™S£ku-
pended, for churching refractory women in private, for cal Vtfita-

being averfe to the good orders of the Church, and for or- "or>-

dering the bell-man to give notice in open market of a
p ''Vs"/'

fermon. Mr. Randal of Tuddington near Hampton-Court,
Middlefex, was fufpended for preaching a fermon above an

hour long on Sunday in the afternoon, though it was a

farewel fermon to the exercife of catechifing. His Grace's Collyr,

account of his Diocefe this year, gives a farther relation of P- 7^5-

the fufferings of the Puritans : He acquaints his Majefty,

that the French and Dutch Churches had not as yet tho-

roughly complied with his injunctions. That in the

Diocefe of London, Dr. Houghton, Rector of Alderman-
bury, Mr. Simpfon, Curate and Lecturer of St. Margaret

Fifli-ftreet, Mr John Goodwin, Vicar of Coleman-ftreer,

and Mr. Viner of St. Lawrence Old-Jurv, had been con-

vened for breach of Canons, and had Submitted ; to whom
his Grace might have added Dr. Sibbes, Dr. Taylor, Dr.

Gouge, Mr. White of Dorchefter, and about twenty

more ; fome of whom fled into Holland, and others re-

tired into New England. The Bifhop of Bath and

Wells certified, that he had not one fingle lecture in

any corporation town, and that all afternoon jfermoris were
Vol. II. P turned
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turned into catechizings in all Parifhes In the Dio-

cefe of Norwich were many Puritans, but that Mr. VV ard

of Yarmouth was in the High Commifiion. From
the Diocefe of LlandafF, Mr. Wroth and Mr. Earbury,

noted Schifmaticks, were brought before the High Com-
milTion. And that in the Diocefe of Glouceiler were

feveral popular and factious Minifters.

It muft be confeffed, that the zeal of the Puritans was

not always well regulated ; nor were their A^inifters fo

much on their guard in the pulpit, or converfation, as

they ought ; confidering the number of Informers that

entered all their Churches, that infinuated themfelves into

all publick converfation, and, like fo many locufls, co-

vered the Land. Thefe were fo numerous and corrupt,

that the King was obliged to bring them under certain re-

gulations ; for no man was fafe in publick company, nor

even in converting with his friends and neighbours. Many
broke up houfe-keeping, that they might breathe in a

freer air ; which the Council being informed of, a procla-

mation was publifhed, [July 21.] forbidding all perfons,

except foldiers, mariners, merchants, and their factors, to

depart the Kingdom without his Majefty's licenfe.

But notwithstanding this prohibition, many got over to

New England this fummer; and among others the Reve-

rend Mr. Peter Bulkley, B. D. and Fellow of St. John's Col-

lege, Cambridge. He was fon of Dr. Edward Bulkley,

of Bedfordlhire, and fucceded him at Woodhil or Odel in

that County. Here he continued above twenty years, the

Bithop of Lincoln conniving at his non-conformity : But

when Dr. Laud was at the helm of the Church, and the

Bifhop of Lincoln in difgrace, Bulkley was filenced by the

Vicar-General, Sir Nathaniel Brent ; upon which he fold

a very plentiful eftate, and tranfported himfelf and his ef-

fects to New England, where he died in the year 1658-9.

and the feventy feventh of his age. He was a thundering

Preacher, and a judicious Divine, as appears by his Trta-

tife of the Covenant, which paft through fcveral edi-

tions, and was one of the firfr. books publifhed. in that

country.

Mr. Richard Mather, educated in in Brazen Nofe Col-

lege, Oxon, and Minifler of Toxteth near Liverpool

for about fifteen years, a diligent and fuccefsful preacher,

was fufpended for non-conformity in the year 1633. but

by the intercefiion of friends, after fix months, he was

rcftored. Next fummer the Archbiiliop of York fending

his
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his vifitors into Lancafhire, this good man was again fuf-

pended by Dr. Cofins, upon an information that he had

not worn the Surplice for fifteen years. After this, no

interceflions could obtain the liberty of his miniftry ; upon

which he took fhipping at Briftol, and arrived at Bofton

in New England, Aug. 17, 1635. He fettled at Dorchefler,

and continued with his people, a plain and profitable

preacher to the year 1669. when he died. This was the

grandfather of the famous Dr. Cotton Mather.

In Scotland the fire was kindling apace, which in three Affairs of

years time fet both Kingdoms in a flame. The rettoring Scotland.

Epifcopacy by the violent methods already mentioned,
jj^amfa r

did not fet eafy upon the people; the new Scots Bifhops d Hamii-

were of Bifhop Laud's principles ; they fpoke favourably ton -

of Popery in their Sermons, and caft fome invidious re-

flections on the Reformers : They declared openly for the

doctrines of Arminius ; for Sports on the Sabbath ; and,

for the Liturgy of the Engliih Church; which was ima-

gined to be little better than the Mafs. This loft them
their efteem with the people, who had been trained up in

the doctrines and discipline of Calvin, and in the fhi£t

obfervation of the Lord's Day. But the King, to fupport

them, cherifhed them with expreflions of the greateil re-

fpe£t and confidence ; he made eleven of them Privy-

Counfellors ; the Archbiihop of St. Andrews was Lord
Chancellor, and the Bifhop of Rofs was in nomination to

be Lord High Treafurer ; divers of them were of the Ex-
chequer, and had engrolTed the beft preferments in the

Kingdom, which made them the envy of the nobility and

gentry of the Nation. The Bifhops were fo fenfible of

this, that they advifed the King not to trufl; the intended

alterations in religion to Parliaments or general Aflemblies,

but to introduce them by his regal Authority.

When the King was laft in Scotland it was taken notice B , f

of as a great blemifh in the Kirk, that it had no Liturgy canons for

nor Book of Canons ; to fupply this defeft the King gave Scotland.

orders to the new Bifhops to prepare draughts of both,

and remit them to London, to be reviled by the Biihops

Laud, Juxon, and Wren. The book of Canons being

firft finifhed, was prefented to the King, and by him de-

livered to Laud and Juxon to examine, alter, and reform at

pleafure, and to bring it as near as poffible to a conformity

with the Englifh Canons. The Bifhops having executed

their CommilTion, and prepared it for the prefs, the King
coafirmcd it under the Great Seal by letters Patents dated

P 2 at
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K,n& at Greenwich, May 23d. 1635. The inftrument fets forth,

,63
,

' " That his Majefty, by his royal and fupreme Authority
" in caufes eccleftaftical, ratifies and confirms the faid Ca-
" nons, Orders and Confutations, and all and every thing
(t

in them contained, and ftri&ly commands all Archbi-
" fhops, Bifhops, and others exercifing ecclefiaftical Ju^
*' rifdiction, to fee them punctually obferved."

To give the reader a fpecimen of thefe Canons, which
were fubverfive of the whole Scots Constitution both in

Kirk and State ;

1.
t( The firfl Canon excommunicates all thofe who

" affirm, the power and prerogative of the King not to

" be equal with the Jewifh Kings, that is, abfolute and
i( unlimited.

2. " The fecond excommunicates thofe who fhall affirm,

" the worfhip contained in the book of Common-prayer,
" [which was not yet published] or the government of
" the Kirk, by Archbifnops, Bifhops, &C. to be corrupt,

" fuperllitious, or unlawful.

3. " The third retrains ordinations to the Quatuor
" tempora ; that is, the firft weeks of March, June, Sep-
" tember and December.

5. " The fifth obliges all Prefbyters to read, or caufe
* e to be read, Divine Service, according to the form of the
" Book of Scottifh Common-prayer, and to conform to all

** the Offices, Parts, and Rubricks of it [though not yet

«« publifhed.]

The book decrees further, " That no affembly of the
*' Clergy fhall be called but by the King.

" That none mall receive the Sacrament but upon their

f Knees.
" That every ecclefiaftical perfon dving without Chil-

u dren, mail give part of his eflate to the Church.
" That the Clergy fliall have no private meetings for

" expounding Scripture.

*' That no Clergyman fliall conceive Prayer, but prav
" only by the printed Form, to be prefcribed in the book
" of Common-prayer.
" That no man fhall teach School without a licenfe

" from the Bifhop ; nor no cenfures of the Church be pro-

" nounced but by the approbation of the Bifhop.

" That no Prefbyter fhall reveal any thing in Confef-

f fion, except his own Life mould by the concealment be

H forfeited."

After
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After fundry other Canons of this nature, as appointing King

Fonts for Baptifm, Church Ornaments, Communion Tables JA*
"

or Altars, &c. the Book decrees, That no perfon mall be ^_,_ - j
admitted to Holy Orders, or to preach or adminifter

the Sacraments, without firft fubferibing the foremention-

ed Canons.

This Book was no fooner publifhed, but the Scots Prefby- Remarks,

ters declared peremptorily againftit; their objections were ( ollyer's

of two forts; they diflik'd the Matter of the Canons, as in-
E<i- H,ft'

confiftent with their Kirk Government, and feverer in

fome particulars than thofe of the Church of England.
They protefted alfo againft the Manner of impofing them,
without confent of Parliament or General Affembly. It was
thought intolerable vaflalage by a People, that had afferted

the independent power of the Church to convene Affem-
blies of the Clergy ; and had maintained that their Decrees
were binding, without the Confirmation of the Crown, to

have the King, and a few foreign Bifhops, dictate Canons to

them, without fo much as afking their advice and confent. *

Such an high difplay of the Supremacy could not but be
high'y relented by a Church, that had never yielded it to

the King in the fenfe it was claimed in England. Befides,

it was very prepoflerous to publifh the Book of Canons
before the Book of Common Prayer, and to require fubmif-

fion and fubfeription to things that had no Being ; for who
could fortel what might be inferted in the Common Prayer

Book ? Or what kind of Service might be impofed upon the

Kirk ? This looked too much like pinning the Faith of a

whole Nation on the Lawn Sleeves.

To return to England : Towards the end of this Year it Death and

pleafed God to remove out of this World the Reverend Dr. Charafter

Richard Sibbes, one of the mod celebrated Preachers of his c bP
r'

time. He was born at Sudbury, 1579, and educated in St.

John's College, Cambridge, where he went through all

the Degrees. Having enter'd into the Miniftry, he was
firft chofen Lecturer of Trinity Church in Cambridge,
where his Miniftry was very fuccefsful, to the Converft-

on and Reformation of his Hearers. About the Year
1618. he was appointed Preacher to the Honourable
Society of Gray's Inn, London, where he became fo

famous, that befides the Lawyers of the houfe, many of

the Nobility and Gentry frequented his Sermons. In the

Year 1625, he was chofen Mafter of Katharine Hall in

the Univerfity of Cambridge, the government of which
he made a fhift to continue to his death, though he was

P 3 turned
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turned out of his Fellowfliip and Lecture in the Univerfi-

ty for non-conformity, and often cited before the High
Commimon. He was a Divine of good learning, tho-

roughly acquainted with the Scriptures, a burning and

mining light, and of a moft humble, charitable difpofition ;

but all thefc talents could not fkreen him from the fury of

the times. His works dtfeover him to have been of an hea-

venly, evangelical Spirit^ the comforts of which he enjoy-

ed at his death, which happen'd the latter end of this Sum-
mer, in the fifty ninth Year of his Age.

To aggrandize the Church yet further, the Archbifhop

rcfolvcd to bring part of the bufinefs of Weftminfter Hall

into the ecclefiatHcal Courts. The Civilians had boldly and

unwarrantably oppofed, and protefted againfl Prohibitions,

and other proceedings at Law, on the behalf of their

Spiritual Courts, and had procured fome privileges and

orders from the King on the behalf of the Civil Law,
even with an exclufion of the other, which made the

Gentlemen of that faculty enemies to the Bifhops Courts.

But the Archbifhop now went a ftep further, and prevailed

with the King to direct, that half the Matters in Chancery
mould be always Civil Lawyers ; and to declare, that no

others, of what condition ibever, mould ferve him as

Maflers of Requeft : Thefe were more akin to the Church
than the common Lawyers, their places being in the

Bifhops difpofal (fas Chancellors, CommilTaries, &rc.) and

therefore it v/as fuppofed their Perfcns would be fo too ; but

this was falfc policy (fays the noble Hiftorian) becaufe it

difgufled a whole learned Profefhon, who were more ca-

pable of difTerving the Church in their Eftates, Inheri-

tances and Stewardfhips, than the Church could hurt them
in their practice. Befides, it was wrong in it felf, for I

have never yet fpoken with one Clergyman (fays his Lord-

lh.ip) who hath had experience of both Litigations, that

has not ingenuoufly con fefled, that he had rather, in re-

ipec"t of his Trouble, Charge, and Satisfaction to his Un-
demanding, have three Suits depending in Weftminlter

Hall, than one in the Arches, or any Etclefiaftical

Court.

As a farther ftep towards the Sovereign Power of the

Church., his Grace prevailed with the King to allow the

Bilhops to hold their Ecclcfutftical Courts in their own
names, and by their own feals, without the King's Letters

Patents under the Great Seal; the Judges having given it

as their opinion, that a Patent under the Great Seal was

not
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not neceflary for examinations, fufpenfions, and other King

Church cenfures, This was undoubtedly contrary to Law, ^g*
for by the Statute i Edw. VI. cap 2. it is declared, " That ;_ - —

tj
" all ecclefiaftical jurifdiction is immediately from the
" Crown ; and that all Perfbns exercifing fuch jurifdiQion

" fhall have in their Seals the King's Arms, and (hall ufe

" no other Seal of jurifdiction on pain of imprifonment."

This Statute was repealed I Marias, cap. 2. but was again

revived by 1 Jacobi, cap. 25. as has been obferved. Here- ufurp.

upon in the Parliaments of the 3d and 7 th of King James I. P«l.

the Bifhops were proceeded againft, and two of them in a p " 52 ' XI ^*

manner attainted in a Praemunire by the Houfe of Com-
mons, for making citations, and procefles in their own names,
and ufing their own Seals contrary to this Statute, and to

the common Law, and in derogation of the prerogative. So
that by this grant the King difpenfed with the laws, and
yielded away the ancient and undoubted rights of his

Crown ; and the Bifhops were brought under a Praemunire,

for exercifing fpiritual jurifdiclion without any fpecial Com-
miiTion, Patent or Grant, from, by, or under, his Majefty,

whereas all jurifdiction of this kind ought to be exercifed in

the King's Name, right, and authority only, fignified by
Letters Patents under his Majefty's Seal.

The Archbifhop was no lefs intent upon enlarging his own New Sta«

jurifdiclion, claiming a right to vifit the two Univerfities, tutes for

Jure Metropolitico, which being referr'd to the King and Uxlold-

Council, his Majefty was pleafed to give judgment againft

himfelf. As Chancellor of Oxford his Grace caufed a new
body of Statutes to be drawn up for that Univerfity, with
a Preface, in which are fome fevere reflections on good
King Edward and his Government ; it fays, That " the
" difcipline of the Univerfity was difcompofed, and trou-

" bled by that King's injunctions, and the flattering novel-

ty of the Age." It then commends the reign of his Sifter

the bloody Queen Mary, and fays, " That the difcipline of
** the Church revived and flourished again in her days, un-
" der Cardinal Poo!, when by the much defircd felicity of
". thofe times an inbred candor fupplied the defeft of Sta-
" tutes." Was this fpoken like a Proteftant Prelate,

whofe predeceflors in the Sees of London and Canterbury BM>op$

were burnt at Oxford by Queen Mary, in a moft barbarous
vifiutTo^

manner ! Or rather like one, who was aiming at the return illegal,

of thofe happy Times

!

Ufnrp.

The laft, and moft extravagant ftretch of epifcopal power
v[\\~

that I (hall mention, was, " the Biihops framing new Arti- 240.

P 4 " cio
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" Articles of vifitation in their own names, without the

" King's Seal and Authority ; and adminiftring an Oath of

" inquiry to the Church-Wardens concerning them. This

was an outrage upon the Laws, contrary to the Act of fub-

miffion, 25 Hen. VIII. cap. 25. and even to the twelfth ca-

non of 1603. which fays, " That wholbever ihall affirm it

'* lawful, for any fort of Minifters, or Lay-Perfons, to aflem-
'* ble together and make rules, orders, and conftitutions, in

" caufes Ecclefiaftical," " without the King's Authority,"
" and fhall fubniit themfelves to be ruled and govern'd by
" them, let him be excommunicated." Which includes

both the Framers of the Orders as well as thofe that act by

them. The adminiilring an oath to Church-Wardens,
without a royal Commiffion, had no foundation in Law ; for

by the common Law, no ecclefiaftical Judge can adminifter

an oath (except iu cafes of matrimony and teftaments) with-

out letters, patents, or a fpecial commiflion under his Ma-
jefty's Seal. It was alfo declared contrary to the Laws and

Statutes of the land by Sir Edward Coke and the reft of the

Judges, tertio Jacobi, in the cafe of Mr. Wharton, who be-

ing Church-Warden of Black Friars, London, was excom-
municated and imprifoned on a Capias Excommunicatum,
for refufing to take an Oath, to prefent upon Vifitation Ar-

ticles ; but bringing his Habeas Corpus, he was difcharged

by the whole Court, both from his imprifonment and ex-

communication, for this reafon, " becaufe the oath and arti-

" tides were againft the Laws and Statutes of this realm,
" and fo might and ought to be refilled.*' Upon the whole,

the making the Mitre thus independent upon the Crown,
without a prohibition from the Courts of Weftminfter-Hall,

was felting up Imperium in Imperio, and going a great way
towards re-eftahlifhing one of the heavier!; grievances of the

papacy; but the Biihops prefumed upon the felicity of the

times, and the indulgence of the Crown, which at another

time might have involved them in a Prremunire.

Though the Articlesofvifitation differed in the feveral dio-

cefes,the church-wardens oath was generally the fame, (viz.)

" \T O U fhall fwear, that you, and every of you, fhall

" JL duly confider, and diligently enquire of all and
*' every or thefe Articles gi\en you in charge; and
" that, all affection, favour, hope of reward and gam,

or fear of difplealure or malice, fet afide, you Hull
" prefent all and every fuch perfon that now is, or

" of late -.vas within your Farilh, or hath committed
" any
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*' any offence, or made any default mentioned in any of
" thefe articles, or which are vehemently fufpe£ted, or

" defamed of any fuch otfence or default, wherein you mail
*' deal uprightly and fully, neither prefenting nor daring to

" prefent any contrary to truth, having in this action God
" before your Eyes, with an earned zeai to maintain
" truth, and to fupprefs vice. So help you God, and the
" holy Contents of this Book."

By virtue of this oath, fome out of confcience thought

themfelves obliged to prefent their Miniflers, their Neigh-

bours, and their near Relations, not for immorality, or

neglect of the worfhip of God, but for omitting fome fu-

perllitious injunction. Others acted from revenge, having

an opportunity put into their hands to ruin their confcienti-

ous Neighbours. Many Church-wardens refuied to take

the oath, and were imprifon'd, and forced to do penance.

But to prevent this for the future, it was declared, " That Vifit. Art.

" if any Man affirmed, it was not lawful to take the oath f; b-'p- VI.

" of a Church-Warden ; or that it was not lawfully ad-
" minitler'd ; or that the oath did not bind ; or that the
u Church-Wardens need not enquire ; or after inquiry need
" not anfwer ; or might leave out part of their anfwers ;"

fuch perfons fhould be prefented and punifhed.

Several of the Biihops publiflied their primary articles of Abrlra<rt °*

vifitation about this time ; as the Arehbifhop of York, the
vv-uf's Ar.

Bifhops of Winchefter and Bath and Wells ; but the moft licks.

Temarkable and curious were Dr. Wren's, Bifhop of Nor- Ruiw.

wich, entitled, '• Articles to be enquired of within the Part 2d*

" Diocefe of Norwich, in the firfl Vifitation of Mathew piy

3

nn
3
e

'

" Lord Bifhop of Norwich." The Book contains one hun- 374.

dred and thirty nine Articles, in which are eight hundred RaPin»P-

and ninety feven queftions, fome very infignificant, others
2,7 °*

highly fuperititious, and feveral impofiible to be anfwered.

To give the Reader a fpecimen of them : Have you
the Book of Conftitutions or Canons Ecclefiaftical, and a

Parchment. Regifter Book, Book of Common Prayer, and
Book of Homilies ? —Is your Communion Table fo placed

within the Chancel as the Canon directs ?--Doth your Minis-

ter read the Canons once every year ?—Doth he pray for thq

King with his whole Title ? —Doth he pray for the Archbi-
fhops and Bifhops ?—Doth heobferve all the Orders, Rites,

and Ceremonies, prefcribed in the Book of Common Pray-

er, and adminiltring the Sacrament ? Doth he receive the

Sacra-
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Kins Sacrament kneeling himfelf, and adminifter to none but fuch

t6v6.
" as kneel ?———Doth he admit to the Sacrament any no-

v^^^mmj torious Offenders or Schifmaticks ? Do the ftrangers of
other Parifhes come often, or frequently to your Church ?——Doth your Minifter baptize with the fign of the Crofs ?

-Is your Minifter licenfed, and by whom ? Doth he
wear the Surplice while he is reading Prayers and admini-
ftring the Sacraments ?——Doth he catechize and inftru&

the youth in the Ten Commandments ? Doth he fo-

lemnize marriage without the Bans ? Doth he in Roga-
tion-days ufe the Perambulation round the Parifh ? Doth
he every fix Months denounce in the Parifh, [or publickly

declare the names of] all fuch as perfevere in the fentence

of Excommunication, not feeking to be abfolved ?

Doth he admit any excommunicate perfons into the Church
without a certificate of Abfolution ?—' Is your Minifter

a favourer of Recufants ? Is he noted to be an incon-

tinent perfon ; a frequenter of Taverns, Ale-houfes ; a

common Gamefter, or player at Dice ? Hath your

Minifter read the Book of Sports in his Church or Chapel ?

Doth he read the fecond Service at the Communion
Table ? Doth he ufe conceived Prayers before or after

Sermon ? With regard to Church-yards, are they con-

fecrated ? Are the Graves dug Eaft and Weft, and the

Bodies buried with their heads to the Weft ? Do your

Parifhioners, at going in and out of the Church, do reve-
Cant.Doom, rence towards the Chancel ? Do they kneel at confefhon,
p' s * ftand up at the Creed, and bow at the glorious name of Je-

fus ? &c. with divers Articles of the like nature.

Mifchief of The weight of thefe inquiries fell chiefly upon the Puri-
ihem.

jans ^ for within the com pais of two years and four months,

no lefs than fifty able and pious Minifters were fufpended,

filenced, and otherwife cenfured, to the ruin of their poor

families, for not obeying one or other of thefe Articles

;

among whom were the Reverend Mr. John Allen, Mr. John
Ward, Mr. William Powell, Mr. John Carter, Mr. Afhe,

Mr. William Bridges, Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs, Mr.
Greenhill, Mr. Edmund Calamy, Mr. Hudfon, Peck, Ray-
mond, Green, Mott, Kent, Allen, Scott, Beard, Moth,
Manning, Warren, Kirrington, and others, in the Diocefe

of Norwich. In other Diocefes were Mr. Jonathan Burre,

Mr. William Leigh, Mr. Matthew Brownrigge, Mr. G.
Huntlev, Vicars, Proud, Workman, Crowder, Snelling,

&c. fome of whom fpent their days in filence j others de-

parted
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parted their Country into the parts beyond Sea ; but none

were releafed without a promife to conform to the Bifhops

injunctions " Editis &• edendis, i.e. already publifhed, or

" hereafter to be publifhed."

Bifhop Montague, who fucceeded Wren in the Diocefe Bp. Mon-

of Norwich, 1638. imitated his fucceflbr in his vifitatfioti ^*"e.'8

f
Articles ; for it was now fafhionable for every new Bifhop

inqUiry con.

to frame feparate Articles of inquiry, for the Vifitation of ceruing fe-

his own Diocefe. Montague pointed his inquiries againft ^™ l *ons

the Puritan Lecturers, of which he obferves three forts.

1

.

Such as were " fuperindu£ted in another Man's Prynne,

Cure ;" concerning which he enjoins his vifitors t^ inquire, P- 3'6-

whether the Lecturer's Sermons in the afternoons are popu-

lar or catechiftical ? whether he be admitted with confent of

the Incumbent and Bifhop ? whether he read prayers in his

Surplice and Hood ? of what length his Sermons are, and

upon what fubject ? whether he bids prayer, according to

the fifty fifth Canon ?

2. The fecond fort of Lectures are thofe of Combinati-

on, when the neighbouring Minifters agreed to preach by

turns at an adjoining Market-town on Market-days ; inquire

who the combiners are, and whether they conform as a-

bove?

3. A third fort are Running Lectures, when neighbour-

ing Chriftiahs agree upon fuch a day to meet at a certain

Church in fome Country Town or Village, and after Ser-

mon and Dinner to meet at the Houfe of one of their Dif-

ciplcs, to repeat, cenfure, and explain the Sermon ; then

to difcourfe of fome points propofed at a foregoing meeting

by the- Moderator of the Affembly, derogatory to the doc-

trine or difcipline of the Church ; and in conclusion to ap-

point another place for their next meeting. If you have

any fuch Lectures prefent them.

Dr. Pierfe, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, fupprefled all Bo. pferfe

Lectures in Market-towns, and elfewhere, throughout Hb^_^a**n^

Diocefe, alledging, " That he fawno fuch need of preach- uia-e'ouhe
" ing now, as was in the Apoflles Days." He mfpended Leaders.

Mr. Devenifh, Minifler of Bridgewater, for preaching a Pr )"nne>

Lecture in his own Church on a Market-day, which had r ' 377*

continued ever fince the days of Queen Elizabeth ; and af-

terwards, when he abfolved him, upon his promife to

preach it no more, he faid to him, " Go thy way, fin no
" more, left a worfe thing befal thee." His Lordinip put

down all afternoon Sermons on Lord's Days ; and fufpend-

ed Mr. Corniili for preaching a Funeral Sermon on the even-

in GV
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King ing, And whereas fome Minifters ufed to explain the que-
ftions and anfwers in the catechifm, and make afhort

prayer before and after, the Bifhop reproved them fharply

tor it, faying, " That was as bad as preaching," and char-

ged them to afk no queflions, nor receive any anfwers but

fuch as were in the Book of Common Prayer : And for not

complying with this injunction, Mr. Barret, Rector of Bar-

wick, and fome others, were enjoined publick penance.

The Bifliop of Peterborough, and all the new Bifhops, went
in the fame tract ; and fome of them upon this fad princi-

ple, " That afternoon Sermons on Sundays, were an im-
" pediment to the Revels in the evening."

The Gran- The Church was now in the height of its fplendor, and

Church. gra*Ped not onty at a^ fpiritual jurifdiction, but at the

higheft preferments of State ; for this year Dr. Juxon, Bi-

fhop of London, was declared Lord High Treafurer of

England, which is the greateil office of benefit in the King-
dom, and next in precedence to the Archbifhop. Juxon's

name had hardly been known at Court above two years,

for till then he was no more than a private Chaplain to the

King, and head of a poor College in Oxford. Befides, no
Churchman had held this poll fince the darkeft times of Po-

pery, in the Reign of King Henry the feventh ; but Laud
valued himfelf upon this nominarion ;

" Now [fays he, in

" his Diary] if the Church will not hold up themfelves, un-
" der God, I can do no more." But when the Staff of

Treafurer was put into the hands of Juxon, Lord Claren-

don obferves, " That the nobility were enflamed, and be-

" gan to look upon the Church as a gulph ready to iwallow
M all the great Offices of State, there being other Church-

f* men in view who were ambitious enough to expect the

" reft. The inferior Clergy took advantage of this fitua-

*' tion of their affairs, and did not live towards their neigh-

" hours of Quality, or Patrons, with that civility and good
" manners as they ufed to do, which difpofed others to

" withdraw their countenance and good neighbourhood from
** them, efpecially after they were put into the CommilTi-
" ons of Peace, in mod Counties of England." One of

the Members of the Houfe of Commons faid, M That the

Pride and " Clergy were fo exalted, that a Gentleman might not
Ambition of « come near the Tail of their Mules ; and that one of
the Clergy. t( them ^ declared openly, that he hoped to fee the day,

" when a Clergyman mould be as good a man as any Up-
" ftart Jack Gentleman in the Kingdom." 'Tib certain, the

favourable afpect of the Court, had very much exalted

their
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their behaviour, and their new notions had made them con- King

ceive themfelves an order of men above the rank of the ,".5

Laity, for as much as they had the Keys of the Kingdom «_,— - j
of Heaven at their Girdle, and upon their prieftly Charac-

ter depended the efficacy of all gofpel Inftitutions. This

made fome of them remarkably negligent of their cures

up and down the Country ; others loft the little learning

they had got at the Univerfity, and many became very

fcandalous in their lives ; though Lord Clarendon fays, that Voi
j

'

there was not one Church-man in any degree of favour or p. 77.

acceptance [at Court] of a fcandalous infufficiency in Lear-

ning, or of a more fcandalous condition of Life ; but on

the contrary, moil of them, of confeffed eminent parts in

knowledge, and of virtuous and unblemifhed lives.

But great numbers of the mod ufeful and laborious
S
fT7'

n
S*i-ii r 1 /"• 1 • i • /-1 °* Mr - Ro-

preachers in all parts or the Lountry were buried in iilence, gers f Ded-

and forced to abfcond from the fury of the High Commifli- ham,

on ; among whom were the famous Mr. John Dod, Mr.
Whately, Dr. Harris, Mr. Capel, and Mr. John Rogers of

Dedham, one of the moil awakening preachers of his

age, of whom Bifhop Brownrigge ufed to fay, that he did

more good with his wild Notes, than we [the Bifhops] with

our fet Mufick. But his great ufefulnefs could not fkreen

him from thofe fufpenfions and deprivations which were the

portion of the Puritans in thefe times. His refolutions

about fubfcribing, I will relate in his own words :
" If I

" come into trouble for Non-conformity, I refolve, by
** God's afliftance, to come away with a clear conference ;

f< for though the liberty of my Miniftry be dear to me, I

" dare not buy it at fuch a rate. I am troubled at my for-

" mer fubfeription, but I faw men of good gifts, and of
" good hearts (as I thought) go before me ; and I could
" not prove that there was any thing " contrary to the
*' word of God," though I dilliked the Ceremonies, and
** knew them to be unprofitable burdens to the Church of
" God ; but if I am urged again I will never yield ; it was
'* my weaknefs before, as I now conceive, which I befeech
* c God to pardon.—Written in the year 1627." But after

this the good Man was overtaken again, and yielded, which
almolt broke his heart ; for he adds, " For this Ifmart-
** ed, 1 63 1. If I had read over this [my former refoluti-

" on] it may be I had not done what I did." How fe-

vere are fuch trials to a poor Man with a numerous family

of children ! and how fore the diilrefles of a wounded con-

fcience !

Otkers
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Others continued to leave their Country, according to

our blefTed Saviour's advice, Matth. x. 23. " When they
*' perfecute you in this City, flee ye into another." Among
thefe were Mr. Nathaniel Rogers, fon of Mr. John Rogers
of Dedham, educated in Emanuel College, Cambridge,
and fettled at AlTington in Suffolk, where he continued five

years ; but feeing the ftorm that had driven his neighbours

from their anchor, and being fearful of his own ftedfaftnefs

in the hour of temptation, he refigned his living into the

hands oi his patron, and forfaking the neighbourhood of his

Father, and all profpecls of worldly advantage, cart himfelf

and his young family upon the providence of God, and em-
barked for New England, where he arrived about the mid-
dle of November, 1636. and fettled with Mr. Norton at

Iplwich, with whom he continued to his death, which hap-
pen'd in the year 1655.

About the fame time went over Mr. Lambert Whiteing,

M. A. a Lincolnfhire Divine, who continued at Shirbeck

nearBofton, unmolefted, till Bifhop Williams's difgrace, af-

ter which he was filenced by the Spiritual Courts, and for-

ced into New England, where he arrived with his Family

this Summer, and continued an ufeful preacher to a little

flock at Lynne till the year 1 679. when he died in the eighty

third year of his age.

The Star-Chamber and High Commifllon exceeded all

the bounds not only of law and equity, but even of huma-
nity itfelf. We have related the fufferings of Mr. Prynne,

Burton, and Baftwick, in the year 1633. Thefe Gentle-

men being fhut up in prifon, were fuppoled to employ their

time in writing agnjnft the Bifhops and their Spiritual

Courts : Baftwick was charged with a Book publifhed 1636.

entitled, *< Apologeticus ad Prxfules Anglicanos ; " and

with a Pamphlet called " the new Litany :" The others

with two anonymous Books, one entitled, " A Divine
*' Tragedy, containing a Catalogue of God's Judgments
< c again ft Sabbath Breakers ;

" the other, " News from
tc Ipfwich." Which Iaft was a fatire upon the fevere pro-

ceedings of Dr. Wren, Bifhop of that Diocefe. For thefe

they were cited a fecond time into the Star Chamber, by

virtue of an information laid againft them by the Attorney

General, " for writing and publifhing feditious, lchifmati-

" cal, and libellous Books, againft the Hierarchy of the

" Church, and to the fcandal of the Government." The
Defendants prepared their anfwers, but could not get Coun-

cil Jo fign them ; upon which they pctition'd the Court to

receive
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receive them from themfelves, which would not be admit-

ted : However, Prynne and Baft:wick having no other re-

medy, left their anfwers at the Office, figned with their

own hands, but were neverthelefs proceeded againft " Pro
<c Confeffo." Burton prevailed with Mr. Holt, a Bencher

of Gray's Inn, to fign his anfwer ; but the Court ordered

the two chief Juflices to expunge what they though": unfit

to be brought into Court, and they flruck out the whole

anfwer, except fix lines at the beginning, and three or four

at the end ; and becaufe Mr. Burton would not acknowledge

it thus purged, he was alfo taken " Pro Confeffo."

In Biiftwick's anfwer the Prelates are called " Invaders

" of the King's Prerogative, Contemners and Defpifersof
*' the Holy Scriptures, advancers of Popery, Superftition,

' Idolatry and Profanenefs ;" they are charged with ts op-
" prefllng the King's loyal Subjects, and with great cruel-

" ty, tyranny and injuftice." Mr. Prynne's anfwer reflec-

ted upon the Hierarchy, but in more moderate and

cautious terms. All the Defendants offered to maintain

their fcveral anfwers, at the peril of their lives ; but the

Court finding them not fil'd upon Record, would not receive

them. The prifoners at the Bar cried aloud for Juftice, and

that their anfwers might be read ; but it was peremptorily

denied, and the following fentence pafl upon them ; that

** Mr. Burton be deprived of his living, and degraded from Their Sea-
?* his Miniftry, as Prynne and Baflwick had been from their teace.

" profefTions of Law and Phyfick ; that each of them be
" iined five thoufand Pounds ; that they fland in the Pillo-

•' ry at Weftminfler, and have their Ears cut off"; and be-
*' caufe Mr. Prynne had already loft his Ears by fentence of
" the Court 1633. it was ordered, that the remainder of
" his flumps fhould be cut off, and that he mould be flig-

* ; matized on both Cheeks with the Letters S. L. and then
" all three were to fuffer perpetual imprifonment in the
" remotefl prifons of the Kingdom." This fentence was
executed upon them June 30th, the Hangman rather fawing
the remainder of Prynne's Ears than cutting them off ; af-

ter which they were fent under a flrong guard, one to the

Caflle of Launceflon in Cornwal, another to the Caflle of

Lancafter, and a third to Carnarvan Callle in Wales ; but

thefe prifons not being thought diflant enough, they were
afterwards fruit up in the remote iflands of Scilly, Guernfey,
and Jerfey, without pen, ink or paper, or the accefs of
friends, where they continued till they were releafed by the

Long Parliament.

At
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Kin £ At pafiing this fentence Archbifliop Laud made a labour-

it^.
' cc* Speech to clear himfelf from the charge of Innovations,

fJLr -_- -IT
which the Puritans loaded him with. He begins with re-

Atchhiiiiop torting the crime upon the Puritans, who were for fetting
Laud's afJ(je t^e order of Bifhops, whereas in all ages fince the

the star- Apoftles time the Church had been governed by Bifhops,

chamber, whofe calling and order (in his Grace's opinion) was by di-

vine right, the office of Lay Elders having never been heard

of before Calvin. He then vindicates the particular Inno-

vations complained of; as, i. " Bowing towards the Altar,

" or at coming into the Church." This, he fays, was the

praftice in Jewifh times, Pfalm xcv. 6. " O come, let us

" worfhip, and bow down : Let us kneel before the Lord
" our Maker;" and yet the Government is fo moderate,

that no Man is forced to it, but only religioufly called upon.
" For my own part (fays his Grace) I fhall always think

" my felt bound to worfhip with my Body as well as Soul,
<c in what confecrated place foever I come to pray. You,
" my honoured Lords of the Garter, do reverence towards
" the Altar, " as the greateft place of God's Refidence up-
t( on Earth ;" greater than the Pulpit, for there is only the
" Word of God, but upon the Altar is his Body ; and a
*' greater reverence is due to the Body than to the Word
v of the Lord ; and this is no Innovation, for you are bound
" to it by your order, which is no new thing."

His Grace proceeds to confider the Alterations in the

Collects and Prayers, which, he fays, the Archbifhop and

Bifliops to whom the ordering of the Faft Book was com-
mitted, had power under the King to make, provided no-

thing was inferted contrary to the doctrine or difcipline of

the Church of England ; he then juftifies the feveral amend-

ments, and concludes moftof his articles with fhewing, that

there is no connexion between the charge, and the popular

clamour raifed againft him, of an intent to bring in Popery.

But the feveral Innovations here mentioned being objected

to the Archbifliop at his trial, we fhall defer our remarks to

that place.

His Grace concludes with a protcftation, that he had no

tlefign to alter the Religion eftablifhed by law ; but that his

care to reduce the Church to order, to uphold the external

decency of it, and to fettle it to the rules of the firft Reforma-

tion, had brought upon him and his brethren all that malici-

R - ous ftorm that had lour'd lb black over their heads. He
Append. then thanks the Court for their juft and honourable cenfure

of thefc Men. and for their defence of the Church ; but be-

caufc
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caufe the bufinefs had fome reference to himfelf, he for- Kir>g.

bears to cenfure them, leaving them to God's mercy and
Ch*'",es J-

the King's Juftice. \-r—*- .J
But notwithilanding this plaufible Speech, which the The crue'i

King ordered to be printed, the barbarous fentence pail
^
e" ten" dl1"

upon thefe Gentlemen moved the companion of the whole wh ie^
Nation. The three learned Faculties, of Law, Phyfick, tir,n.

and Divinity, took it to heart, as thinking their educations

and profeflions might have fecured them from fuch infa-

mous punifhrnents, proper enough for the poorer! , and moil ckrefid.

mechanick malefactors, who could make no other fatisfac- Vol - L P-^
tion to the publick for their offences, but very improper for

perfons of education, degrees, or quality. Nay, the re- Kufnfc,

port of this cenfure, and the fmart execution of it, flew p-

3

8 S*

into Scotland, and the difcourfe was there, that they mud
alfj expect a Star Chamber to ftrengthen the hands of their

Bilhops, as well as an High Commiffion : " No doubt
" (fays Archbifhop Laud) but there is a concurrence be-
*' tween them and the Puritan party in England, to deflroy
" me in the King's opinion.*'

But as cruel as this fentence was, Dr. Williams Bifhop
of Lincoln, and the Reverend Mr. Oibaldeilon, chief Ma- Trial and

fler of Weilminiler School, met with no lefs hardfhip.
Bi£©p\yii-

The Bifhop had been Laud's very good friend, in perfuad- Hams,

ing King James to advance him to a Biflioprick ; but upon ^v (h Wt
the acceihon of King Charles he turned upon his benefac- p. 817.

tor, and got him removed from all his preferments at

Court ; upon which Bifhop Williams retired to his E'iucefe,

and fpent his time in reading, and in the well government
of his Diocefe ; here he became popular, entertaining the

R,jfi1Wi
Clergy at his table, and difcourfing freely about affairs of p. 417.

Church and State. He fpoke with fome fmarinefs againft

the new Ceremonies ? and faid once in converfation, " That
" the Puritans were the King's bell Subje61s, and he was
" fare would carry all at iail ; and that the King had told
*' him, that he would treat the Puritans more mildly for the
* l future." Laud being informed of this expreilion, caufed

an information to be lodged agamii him in the Star Cham-
ber, ior revealing the King's Secrets ; but the charge not

being «rell fupported, a new Bill was exhibited again ft him,
for tampering with the King's lyitneffes; and. though there

was very little ground for the charge, " His Lordfhip was
" fufpei jJ in the High Commiiiion Court from all his

" offices and benefices ; he -vas fined ten thoufand pounds
" to the King • one thoufand pounds to Sir John Mounfon,
*' and to be imprifoned in the Tower during the King's

Vol. II. CL " pleafure,-
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King <« pleafure." The Bifhop was accordingly fent from the Bar
Ch
i6%7

L
t0 the Tower 5 a11 ms rich g°ocJs and chattels, to an im-

Say^Y~Sj menfe value, were plundered and fold, to pay the fine ; his

Library was feized, and all his papers and letters examined.

Among his papers were found two or three letters writ to

him by Mr. Ofbaldefton about five years before, in which

were fome dark and obfcure expreflions, which the jealous

Archbifhop interpreted againft himfelf and the Lord Trea-

furer Wefton. Upon the foot of thefe letters a new bill

was exhibited againft the Bifhop, for divulging fcandalous

Libels againft the King's Privy Counfellors. His Lordfhip

replied, that he did not remember his having received the

letters, but was fure he had never divulged them, becaufe

they were ftill among his private papers ; but notwithstan-

ding all he could fay, he was condemned in another fine

of eight thoufand Pounds ; five thoufand to the King, and

three thoufand to the Archbifhop ; for the non-payment of

which he was kept clofe prifoner in the Tower till the

meeting of the Long Parliament.

Sentence of The Reverend Mr. Ofbaldefton was charged " with plot-

Mr. Osbal- " ting with the Bifhop of Lincoln to divulge falfe news,
deiton. C( anc| tQ breecj a difiFerence between the Lord Treafurer
Kufhw. _ Til r r^ 1

j.803, 817. Wefton and the Archbifhop of Canterbury, as long ago
" as the year 1633." The information was grounded

upon the two letters already mentioned, in which he reports

a mifunderitanding between the great Leviathan and the lit-

tle Urchin. And though the Counfel for the Defendant ab-

folutely denied any reference to the Archbifhop, and named
the perfons meant in the letter, yet " the Court fined him
'• live thoufand Pounds to the King, and five thoufand

" Pounds to the Archbifhop ; to be deprived of all his fpi-

(e ritual Dignities and Promotions, to be imprifoned during
*• the King's pleafure, and to ftand in the Pillory in the

" Dean's Yard before his own fchool, and have his Ears

" nailed to it." Mr. Ofbaldefton being among the crowd

in the Court when this fentence was pronounced, imme-
diately went home to his ftudy at Weftminfter School, and

having burnt fome papers, he abfeonded, leaving a note

upon his defk with thefe words, " If the Archbifhop inquire

" after me, tell him, I am gone beyond Canterbury." The
Meffengers were foon at his houfc, and finding this note,

fent immediately to the Sea-port towns to apprehend him,

but he lay hid in a private houfc in Drury-Lane till the

fearch was over, and then concealed himfelf till the meeting

of the Long Parliament ; however, all his goods and chat-

ties



Chap. V. of the P u R I t a n s.

ties were feizec! and confiscated. This Mr. Ofbaldefton was
M. A. of Chrifl Church College, Oxford, and Prebendary

of Weftminller ; he was an admirable Mailer, and had

eighty Doctors in the two Univeriities that had been his

fcholars, before the year 1640 ; he was afterwards reflored

by the Long Parliament, but when he apprehended they ,

went beyond the bounds of Duty and Allegiance, he laid
p. 2I 2.

down his School and favoured the Royal Caufe.

Mr. Lilburne, afterwards a Colonel in the army, for re- And of Mr.

rafing to take an Oath to anfwer all interrogatories con-
urne *

cerning " his importing and publishing feditious Libels,"

was fined five hundred Pounds, and to be whipt through

the Greets from the Fleet to the pillory before Weftminfter-

Hall Gate, April 8th, 1638. While he was in the pillory

he uttered many bold and paffionate fpeeches againd the

tyranny of the Bilhops ; whereupon the Court of Star

Chamber, then fitting, ordered him to be gagged, which
was done accordingly ; and that when he was carried back

to prifon, he mould be laid alone, with irons on his hands

and legs, in the wards of the Fleet, where the bafeft of

the prisoners ufed to be put, and that no perfon mould be

admitted to fee him. Here he continued in a mofl forlorn

and miferable condition till the meeting of the Lono; Par-

liament.

In the midfl of all thefe dangers the Puritan Clergy courage of

fpoke freely againfi their oppreffors. Dr. Cornelius Burges, the Puri-

in a Latin Sermon before the Clergy of London, preached tan9 *

againfr. the feverities of the Bilhops, and refufing to give

his Diocefan a copy of his Sermon, he was put into the

High CommifTion. Mr. Wharton of Effex preached with

the fame freedom at Chelmsford, for which ('tis faid) he

made his fubmiflion. Several Pamphlets were difperfed a~

gainft the proceedings of the ecclefiaftical Courts, which the

Bifhop of London faid he had reafon to believe were writ, or

countenanced by the Clergy of his own Diocefe. Many pri-

vate gentlemen in Suffolk maintained Lecturers at their own
expence, without confulting the Bilhop, who complained

that they were factious, and did ftot govern themfelves ac-

cording to the Canons ; but, fays his Lordfhip [Wren]
" What fhall I do with fuch fcholars, fome in Orders, and R ufW,
*' others not, which Gentlemen of figure entertain in their p. 467.
tf houies, under pretence of teaching their children ? And
" with thofe beneficed Divines, who take fhelter in the
u houfes of the rich Laiety, and do hot live upon their

*' Cures ?" Here was the Puritans laft retreat ; thofe that

Q^3 were
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were not willing to go abroad found entertainment in Gen-
tlemens families, and from thence annoyed the enemy with

their Pamphlets. Even the populace, that were not capa-

ble of writing books, exprefled their refentments againft the

Archbifhop, by difperfing libels about the town, in which
they threatned his deftru&ion. His Grace has entered fome
of them in his Diary.

" Wednefday, Aug. 23. my Lord Mayor fent me a Li-

" bel, found by the watch at the fourth gate of St. Paul's,

" that the Devil had left that houfe to me.
" Aug. 25. Another Libel was brought me by an officer

" of the High CommifTion, fattened to the north gate of
" St. Paul's, that the government of the Church of Eng-
" land is a Candle in a Snuff, going out in a Stench.

" The fame night the Lord Mayor fent me another Li-
" bel, hanged upon the ftandard in Cheapfide, which was
t( my Speech in the Star Chamber fet in the Pillory.

" A few days after another fhort Libel was fent him in

" verfe."

But norte of thefe things abated his zeal, or relaxed his

rigor, againfl: thofe who cenfured his arbitrary proceedings.

It was impofiible to debate things fairly in publick, be-

caufe the Prefs was abfolutely at his Grace's difpofal, ac-

cording to a new decree of the Star Chamber made this

fummer, which ordains, that " No book be printed unlefs

" it be firft licenfed with all its titles, epiflles, and pre-

" faces, by the Archbifhop, or Bifhop of London for the
'* time being, or by their appointment ; and within
*' the limits of the Univerfity, by the Chancellor or
" Vice-Chancellor, on pain of the printer's being dif-

u abled from his profeffion for the future, and to fuffer

" fuch other punilhment as the High Commiffion mail
" think fit. That before any books imported from a-

" broad be fold, a catalogue of them fhall be delivered
11 to the Archbifhop, or Bifhop of London, to be pe-
" rufed by themfelves or their Chaplains. And if there
*' be any fchifmatical, or offenfive books, they fhall be
'* delivered up to the Bifhop, or to the High Com-
*' miffion, that the offenders may be puniihed. It

" was further ordained, that no perfon fhall print be-
u yond fea any Engliili book or books, whereof the

" greateft part is Engliih, whether formerly printed or
'* not ; nor fhall any book be reprinted, though formerly
" licenfed, without a new licenfe. And finally, if anv per-

'"
fon



Chap. V. of the Puritans. 245
" Ton that is not an allowed Printer, fhall fet up a printing King

«* Prefs, he fhall be fet in the Pillory, and be whipt through
Ch
^\

L

" the Streets of London." ^__.—
J*-*

_j
Thefe terrible proceedings did no Service to Church, or Further Se-

State, but awakened the refentments of all ranks and pro- ^
e
.

ntles -

feffions of Men, againft thofe in power : The Laity were as
,ne L3 ; ty Eo

uneafy as the Clergy, many of whom fold their effects, and goo Ut ofthc

removed with their families and trades into Holland or New ^'
n

^
dom

England. This alarmed the King and Council, who ilm- Licenfe.

ed out a Proclamation, April 30th, 1637, as to the follow- Rufhw.

ing purpofe. " The King being informed, that great ?• 4°9>

•' Numbers of his Subjects were yearly tranfported into

" New England with their Families and whole Eftates,

" That they might be out of the reach of Ecclefiaftical

" Authority ;" his Majefty therefore commands, that his

'* Officers of the feveral Ports mould fuffer none to pafs,

" without licenfe from the Commiffioners of the Plantati-

" ons, and a teflimonial from their Minifter, of their con-
" formity to the orders and difcipline of the Church." And
to bar the Minifters, the following order of Council was
publifhed.

" 1TTHereas it is obferved, that fuch Minifters who are And the

" W unconformable to the difcipline and ceremonies of ^.
<" lfters#

" the Church, do frequently tranfport themfelves to the
" Plantations, where thev take liberty to nourifh their
" factious and fchifmatical humours, to the hindrance of
" good conformity and unity of the Church ; we therefore
" exprefly command you, in his Majefty's Name, to
" fuffer no Clergyman to tranfport himfelf without a
" Testimonial from the Archbifhop of Canterbury and Bi-
** fhop of London."

This was a degree of feverity hardly to be paralleled in Remarks,
the Chriftian World. When the Edict of Nantz was re-

voked, the French King allowed his Proteftant Subjects a
convenient time to difpofe of their effects and leave the King-
dom ; but our Proteftant Archbifhop will neither let the

Puritans live peaceably at home, nor take Sanctuary in

foreign Countries ; a conduct hardly confiftent with the

laws of humanity, much lefs with the character of a Chrif-

tian Bifhop ; but while his Grace was running things to

thefe extremities, the people (as has been obferved) took a
general difguft, and almoft all England became Puritan.

0.3 The
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The Bifhops and Courtiers being not infenfible of the

number and weight of their Enemies among the more re-

folved Proteftants, determined to balance their Power by
joining with the Papifts ; for which purpofe the difference

between the two Churches were faid to be trifling, and the

peculiar Doctrines of Popery were printed and preached up
as proper to be received by the Church of England. Bi*

fhop Montague fpeaking of the points of Faith and Mora-
lity affirmed, that none of thefe are controverted between

us, but that " the points in difpute were of a leffer na-
" ture, of which a Man might be ignorant without any
" danger of Salvation." Francifcus de Clara, an eminent
Francifcan Friar, publifhed a Book, wherein he endea-

voured to accomodate the Articles of the Church of Eng-
land to the fenfe of the Church of Rome, fo that both par-

ties might fubferibe them. The Book was dedicated to the

King, and the Friar admitted to an acquaintance with the

Archbifhop.

Great frrefs was laid upon the uninterrupted Succeffion

of the Epifcopal Character through the Church cf Rome ;

" For miferable were we (fays Dr. Pocklington) if he
'•' that now fits Archbifhop of Cantetbury could not derive

" Ms facceffion from St. Auftin, St. Auftin from St.

" Gregory, and St. Gregory from St. Peter." Dr. Hey-
lin, in his moderate Anfyver to Mr. Burton, has thefe

\ ordsi " That my Lord of Canterbury that now is, is

" lincutly deTcerfdfed from St. Peter in a moil: fair and
" cor.ilant Tenor of Succebicn, you mall eafily find, if

(< you coniiilt the learned Lbcurs of Mafon de Minifterio

" AngKcano."
Bifhop Montague publiffrd a Trcatifc, Of the Invo-

cation of Saints, in which i fa; -,
" Tim; departed Saints

" have not only a Memory, but a more peculiar charge
" of il.cir Friends ; and that feme Saints ha\e a peculiar

**- Patronage, Cullody, Prote£tion and Power, as Angels
" have aim, over certain Perfons and Countries by
a

I : that it is not impiety fo to be-

" liev." Dr. Cofins fays in one oi tnoiis, (i That
u \

'

Reformers took away the Mais they marred
" afl n, but that th not taken away, in

" .•
, much as the real Pi iceofChrift remained Mill,

'* o\ i ere not a re orrned, but a deformed Religi-

" o. i rto peffi iP pift to come to Church,

tvas firbftanriafly aud
M

1
", Sacrament.'' fhk Divine printed a collec-

tion
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tion of private Devotions, in imitation of the Roman Ho- King

rary. The Frontifpiece ha:! the three Capital Letters
Ch
^

le3L

J. H. S. upon thefe there was a Crois incircled %
l

. i rh the v——l.*^^?

Sun, fupported by two Angels, with two devout Women
praying towards it. The • Book contains the Apoitie's

Creed, the Lord's Prayer divided into feven Petitions, the

Precepts of Charity, the (even Sacraments, the three

Theological Virtues, the eight Beatitudes, the feven dead-

ly Sins ; with Forms of Prayers for the firfl, third, fixth,

and ninth hours, and for the Vefpers and Compline, for-

merly called the Canonical Hours ; then followed the Lit-

any, with Prayers for the Sacrament, in time of ficknels,

and at the approach of Death. This Book was licenfed

by the Bifhop of London, and publickly fold, when the

Books of the mofl: refolved Proteftants were fuppreifed.

Mr. Adams, in a Sermon preached at St. Mary's in Cam- Merit and

bridge, aliened the expediency of Auricular Confeffion, Auricular

faying, " It was as neceffary to Salvation as meat is to the
Confeffion,

" Body." Others preached up " the Doctrine of Pe- R u fhw . p.

'- nance, and of authoritative, prieitly Abfolution for Sin." 137-

Some maintained the proper Merit of good Works, in op-
PlTnn

f»
P-

pofition to the received Doctrine of " Justification by Faith
" alone." Others, that in the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper there was a full and proper Sacrifice for Sin. Some
declared for Images, Crucifixes, and Pictures in Churches ;

for Purgatory, and for preferving, reverencing, and even

praying to the Reliques of Saints. The Author of the

Engliih Pope, printed 1643. fays, that Sparrow paved the

the way for Auricular Confeffion, Watts for Penance, Hey-
lin for Altar Worfhip, Montague for Saint Worfhip, and

Laud for the Mafs.

It was a very juft obfervation of a Venetian Gentle- Remarks,

man in his Travels to England about this 'time, " That May's Hi(t»

" the Univerfities, Bifhops and Divines of England, daily

" embraced Catholick Doctrines, though they profefied

" them not with open Mouth : They held that the Church
" of Rome was a true Church ; that the Pope was fu-

<* perior to all Bifhops ; that to him it pertained to call

?* general Councils ; that it was lawful to pray for Souls
** departed ; and, thai Altars ought to be ere£ted in all

" Churches ; in mm, they believed all that was taught by
M the Church of Rome, not by the Court of Rome."
Remarkable are the words of Heylin to the fame purpofe, puller

'

s
" The greateft Part of the Controverfy between us and Appeal,

** the Church of Rome, (fays he) not being in Funda- Part lA '

0,4 mental*,
*' 6* <*
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ChS?
8 " menta ' s> or m any effential points of the Chriflian Re-

1637. " ug>on > I cannot ptherwife look upon it but as a moft

K^^^mmj " Chriftian and Pious Work, to endeavour an Atonement
Defign to '* in the Superflruclure ; as to the Lawfulnefs of it, I™telle " could never fee any reafon produced againfl it : Againfl:

Chprdies. " the impoffibilily of it, it has been objected, that the
u Church of Rome will yield nothing ; if therefore there
" be an agreement, it muff, not be their meeting us, but
*f our going to them ; but that all in the Church of
*' Rome are not ftiff, appears from the Teftimony of the
" Archbifhop of Spalato, who acknowledged that the Ar-
*i tides of the Church of England were not heretical, and

f by the Treatife of Francifcus de Clara. Now, if wilh-
* f out prejudice to Truth, the Controverfies might be
" compofed, it is moft probable, that other Proteftant
44 Churches would have fued to be included in the peace ;

" if not, the Church of England will lofe nothing by
" it, as being hated by the Calvinifts, and not loved by
" the Lutherans." This was the ridiculous court Scheme
which Archbifhop Laud ufed all his Interefr. to accom-
plifh ; and it is no impertinent ftory to our prefent pur-

pofe, becaufe it is well attefted, that a certain Countefs

(whole Hufband's Father the Archbifhop had married, and

thereby brought himfelf into trouble) having turned Papifr,

was afked by the Archbifhop the Caufe of her changing, to

Fullers whom fhe replied, " It was becaufe fhe always hated to go
Appeal, " in a crowd." Being afked again the reafon of that ex-
F- "*• preffion, fhe anfwered, " That flie perceived his Grace,

" and many others, were making hafte to Rome, and
" therefore to prevent going in a prefs, fhe had gone be-
" fore them."

LlW
np"

-

f>
'^ 3 certa ' n lne Papi^ s v-ere in high reputation at

iufpenikd! Court ; the King counted them his befl Subjects, and re-

laxed the penal Laws, on pretence, " that hereby foreign
f< Catholick Princes might be induced to ihew favour to

" their Subjects of the Reformed Religion." Within the

compals of four years feventy four Letters of Grace were
Signed by the King's own Hand ; fixty four Priefls were dif-

nrcifTed from the Gate-Houfe, and twenty nine by Warrant
from the Secretary'of State, at the inftance of the Queen,

Poxes and the Queen Mother, or fon.e foreign AmbafT.ulor. Protec-
Finbrands, (tons were frequently granted to put a flop to the procecd-

p"
7
};' °f the Courts or Juftrce againfl them. 1 have before mc

Rufliw. p. a liit of Popifh Rccufants convicted in the twenty nine

Englifh
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Englifh counties of the fouthern divifion, from the flrft of

King Charles to the fixteenth, which amounts to no lefs

than eleven thoufand nine hundred and feventy, (as the

account was brought into the long Parliament, by Mr. John
Pulford, employ'd in their profecution by the King him-

felf) all of whom were releafed and pardon'd. And if their

numbers were fo great in the South, how muft they abound

in the northern and Welch count'u s, where they are com-
puted three to one

!

Many were promoted to places of the higheft honour Th are

and trull ; Sir Richard Wefton was Lord High Treafurer, favoured

Sir Francis Windebank Secretary of State, Lord Cotting- and prom*-,

ton was Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Porter of c0Urt.

the Bed-Chamber ; befides thefe, there was Lord Conway,
Sir Kenelm Digby, Sir Toby Mathews, Mr. Montague,

jun. the Dutchefs of Montague, the Countefs of Newport,

and many others, all Papifts, who were in high favour, and

had the King and Queen's ear whenfoever they pleafed,

The Pope had a nuncio in England, and the Queen an A- Their

gent at Rome , Cardinal Barberini was made Protector of Numbers

the Englifh Nation, and a fociety was erected under the g"
ce

n u"

title of the Congregation for propagating the Faith. Fuller,

Richard Smith, titular Bifhop of Chalcedon, exercifed e- B - XI-

pifcopal jurifdi&ion over the Englifh Catholicks, by com-^'
I35(

miflion from the Pope ; he conferr'd orders, and appeared Prynne,

in Lancashire with his mitre and crofier ; Seignior Con, or P- J 9 8 -

Cunoeus, the Pope's legate, gain'd over feveral of the gen- Firebrand*

try, and attempted the King himfelf, by prefents of little Part. 3d.

popifh toys and pictures, with which his Majefr.y was won- P* "4-

derfully delighted. The Papifts had a common purfe, with
p
.°

7 8i[*

which they purchafed feveral monopolies, and beftowed the

profits upon their beft friends ; feveral of their military

men were put into CommiiTion, and great numbers were
lilted in his Majefty's Armies againft the Scots.

But let the reader form his judgment of the numbers and Lord c
,

la-

ftrength of the Roman Catholicks, from Lord Clarendon, Account of
who fays, " The papifts had for many years enjoyed a great them.

'* calm, being on the matter abfolved from the fevereft Vo1 - T-

" parts of the law, and difpenfed with for the gentleft.
p'

*

4 *

" They were grown to be a part of the Revenue, without
" any probable danger of being made a facrifice to the law.

f They were looked upon as good fubjects at Court, and
" good neighbours in the Country; all the reftraints and re-

** proaches of former times being forgotten : But they
.*' were not prudent managers of their profperity, being

" elated
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" elated with the connivance and protection they re-
c* ceived ; and though I am perfuaded their numbers en-
'*' creafed not, their pomp and boldnefs did to that degree,
" that, as if they affected to be thought dangerous to the
*' State, they appeared more publickly, entertained, and
** urged conferences more avowedly than had before been
" known, They reforted at common hours to Mafs to

" Somerfet Houfe, and returned thence in great multitudes
<c with the fame barefacednefs as others come from the
" Savoy, or other neighbouring Churches. They attempt-
" ed, and fometimes gained Profelytes, of weak uninform-
te ed ladies, with fuch circumftances as provoked the rage,

?' and dehxoyed the charity of great and powerful families,

*' which longed for their fuppreflion ; they grew not only
** fecret contrivers, but publick profefl promoters of, and
" Minifters in the moil odious, and mod grievous projects,

" as in that of foap, formed, framed and executed by al-

•' moft a corporation of that religion, which under that

" licence and notion might be, and were fufpected to be
•* qualified for other agitations. The Priefts, and fuch as

** were in Orders (Orders that in themielves were punifh-

" able with death) were departed from their former mo-
tc defty and Fear, and were as willing to be known as to be
u hearken'd to ; infomuch, that a Jefuit at Paris, who was
u coming for England, had the boldnefs to vifit the Am-
u baflador there, who knew him to be fuch, and offering

" him his fervice, acquainted him with his journey, as if

,f there had been no laws there for his Reception; and for
14 the mod invidious protection and countenance of that
u whole party, a publick Agent from Rome, firft Mr. Con,
rc a Scottiih Man, and after him the Count of Rofetti an
>( Italian) refided in London in great pomp, publickly vi-

" fited tlie Court, and was avowedly reforted to by the

" Cathplicks of all conditions, over whom he affumed a
u particular jurifTiction, and was carefled, and prefentcd
[< magnificently by the Ladies of Honour, who enclined
c to that profeflion. They had likewife with more noife

c and vanity, than prudence would have admitted, made
c publick collections of Money to a confiderable fum,
' upon fame recommendations from the Queen, and to

' be by her Maieily prefented, as a free-will offering

• from his Roman Catholi Is to the King, for

' the carrying on the V\
r

ar again ft the Scots; which
' drew upon them the r.ige of that nation, with little

" devotion
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1

ie devotion and reverence to the Queen herfelf, as if
r ,

Ki
,

ng
r

" fhe defired to fupprefs the Proteftant Religion in one £."
'

" Kingdom as well as the other, by the Arms of the u~~v—J
M Roman Catholicks.".

From this account, compared with the foregoing relati-

on, 'tis evident, there never was a flronger combination in

favour of Popery, nor was the Proteftant Religion at any

time in a more dangerous Crifis, being deferted by its pre-

tended friends, while it was fecretly undermining by its

mod powerful enemies.

The Cafe was the fame with the civil liberties and Pro- The Civil

perties of the people ; no man had any thing that he could Liberties

call his own, any longer than the King pleafed ; for in the ^roy'd?
famous trial of Mr. Hampden of Buckinghamfhire, in the Rapin, p.

Cafe of Ship -Money, all the Judges of England, except 302 «

Crook and Huttcn, gave it for Law, " That the King
" might levy taxes on the fubjec~t, by writ under the Great

Seal, without grant of Parliament, in Cafes of Neceflity ; or
" when the kingdom was in danger, of which danger and
" neceflity his Majefty was the fole and final Judge ; and
" that by Law his Majefty might compel the doing there-
<( of in cafe of refufal or refraCtorinefs. This determina-

tion was entcr'd in all the Courts of Weftminfter ; and the

Judges were commanded to declare it in their Circuits

throughout the kingdom, to the end that no man might
plead ignorance. " The damage and mifchief cannot be
" expreffed (fays Lord Clarendon) that the Crown fuftain- v°l- *•

" ed by the deferved reproach and infamy that attended this p " 7°*

" behaviour of the Judges, who out of their courtfhip fub-
" mitted the grand queftions of law to be meafured by
*' what they call the Standard of general reafon and necef-

" fny." While thefe extraordinary methods of raiting

Money were built only upon the prerogative, people were
more patient, hoping that fome time or other the law would
take place ; but when they were declared by all the judges

to be the very Law itfelf, and a rule for determining fuits

between the King and Subject:, they were ftruck with de-

fpair, and concluded very juftly that Magna Charta, and the

old Eng'iim Conftitution, was at an end.

Let the reader now recollect himfelf, and then judge of L# ciaren-

the candor of the noble Hiftorian, who, notwithftanding the don's Re-

cruel perfecutions and opprefilons already mentioned, cele- pr.ef
f
ntatl°*

brates the felicity of thefe Times in the following words ; Times
'* Now after all this I muft be fo }uft as to fay, that from Vol. I.

<c the diifolution of the Parliament in the fourth year ofP'74>75*

" the
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the King, to the beginning of the long Parliament,

which was about twelve years, this kingdom, and all his

Majefty's Dominions, enjoy'd the greateft calm, and the

fulleft meafure of felicity that any people, in any age,

*f for fo long time together have been bleffed with, to the

M wonder and envy of all other parts of Chriftendom
" the Court was in great plenty, or rather excefs and lux-
u ury, the country rich and full, enjoying the pleafure of
" its own Wealth ; the Church flourifhed with learned and
*' extraordinary men ; and the Proteftant Religion was
<e more advanced againft the Church of Rome, by the
" Writings of Archbiihop Laud and Chillingworth, than
*' it had been flnce the Reformation trade encreafed
ft to that degree, that we were the exchange of Chriften-
•* dbm Foreign Merchants looking upon nothing fo

*' much their own as Avhat they had laid up in the Ware-
" houfesof this kingdom- The reputation of the great-
'• nefs and power of the King with foreign Princes was
ee much more than any of his Progenitors. And Laltly,
*' For a complement of all thefe bleflings, they were enjoy-

" ed under the protection of a King of the mod harmlefs
** difpofition, the moll exemplary piety, and the greateft
w fobriety, chaftity, and mercy, that any Prince had been
" endowed with, and who might have faid that which
44 Pericles was proud of upon his death-bed, concerning
" his Citizens, That no Englifh Man had worn a mourn-
' ing Gown through his occafion. In 3 word, many wife

" men thought it a time wherein thofe two adjuncts, Impe-
Ct rium and Libertaswere as well reconciled as poflible."

Not a line of this Panegyrick will bear examination.

Remarks. When his Lordfhip fays, " That no people in any Age had
" been bleffed with fo great a calm, and fuch a full meafure
te of felicity for fo long a time together [twelve years], he

feems to have undervalued the long and pacifick reign of his

Majefty's Royal Father, King James, who was diftin-

guifh'd by the title of Bleffed. But where was the

Liberty or Safety of the Subject, when Magna Charta,

and the Petition of Right, which the King had figned

in full Parliament, were fwallowed up in the gulph of

arbitrary Power ? And the ftatute laws of the land were ex-

changed for a Rule of Government depending upon the

Sovereign will and pleafure of the King ? If the Court

was in Excefs and Luxury, it was with the plunder of

the people, arrhng from loans, benevolences, fhip-moncy,

Mono-
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Monopolies, and other illegal taxes on merchandize. The
Country was fo far from growing rich and wealthy, that it

was every year draining of its inhabitants and fubftance, as

appears not only by the lofs of the foreign manufacturers,

but by his Majefly's proclamations, forbidding any of his

fubj«£ts to tranfport themfelves and their effects to New
England without his fpecial licenfe. Was it poflible that

Trade could flourifh, when almoft every branch of it was

monopolized, and fold by the Crown, for large fums of

money, and when the property of the fubjecT: was fo preca-

rious, that the King might call for it upon any occafion,

and in cafe of refufal ruin the proprietor by exorbitant fines

and imprifonment ? Did no Englifhman wear a mourning

gown in thefe times, when the Seldens, the Hollis's, the

Elliots, the Strouds, the Hobarts, the Valentines, the Co-
ritons, and other Patriots of their country, were taken out

of the Parliament houfe, and fhut up for many years in

clofe prifons, where lome of them perifhed ? How many
of the Nobility and Gentry were punifhed with exorbitant

fines in the Star Chamber ? How many hundred Miniflers,

and others, were ruined in the High Commiffion, or forced

from their native country into banifhment, contrary to law ?

The gaols in the feveral counties were never free from

State or Church prifoners, during the lafl twelve years of

his Majefly's reign, and yet it feems " No Englifhman wore

a Mourning Gown through his occafion ?
" Is it poflible to

believe, " that the reputation of the Greatnefs and Power of

King Charles I. with foreign Princes, (however harmlefs, pi-

ous, fober, chaftand merciful he might be) was equal to that

of Queen Elizabeth or King Henry VIII ? " What fervice

did he do, by his arms or counfels for the Proteftant Reli-

gion, or for the good of Europe ? When his Majefty's af-

fairs were in the greatefl diftrefs, what Credit had he
abroad ? Or, where was the foreign Prince (except his own
Son in law) that would lend him either men or money ?

" If the Proteftant Religion was advanced in fpeculation by
" the writings of Archbifhop Laud and Chillingworth ;" is

it not fufficiently evident, that the Roman Catholicks were
prodigioufly encreafed in numbers, reputation and influence?

Upon the whole, the people of England were fo far from
enjoying a full meafure of Felicity, that they groaned un-
der the yoke of the heavieft OpprefTion, and were prepa-

red to lay hold of any opportunity to throw it off; fo that

to make his Lordfhip's account of the Times confident with

truth,
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K 'nS truth, or with his own behaviour in the beginning of the

1627.
' Long Parliament, one is almoft tempted to fufpect it mull
have received fome amendments or colourings from the

hands of his Editors. This was the (late of affairs at the

end of the pacifick part of this Reign, and forwards to the

beginning of the Long Parliament.

C H A P. VI.

From the beginning of the commotions in Scotland, to the

Long Parliament in the year 1640.

w E are now entring upon a fcene of calamity which
opened in the North,; and in a few years, like a rifing

tempeft, overfpread both Kingdoms, and involved them in

all the miferies of a Civil War. If Archbifliop Laud could

have been content with being Metropolitan of the Church
of England, he might have gone to his grave in peace, but

grafping at the jurifdiclion of another Church, founded upon
different Principles, he pulled down both upon his head,

and was buried in the ruins.

We have mentioned the prepoflerous publifhing the Scots

Book of Canons, a year before their Liturgy, which was
not finiftied till the month of October, 1636. His Ma~
jefty's reafons for compiling it were, that '.* his Royal

RuiTiw.
iC Father had intended it, and made a confiderable progrefs

p. 386. -* in the work, in order to curb fuch of his fubjects in Scot-
tc land as were inclined to Puritanifm ; that his prefent Ma-
" jefty refolved to purfue the fame defign, and therefore
'•' confented to the publication of this book (which was in

" fubftance the fame with the Englifh Liturgy) that the
<f Roman party might not upbraid us with any material tiif-

" ferences, and yet it was fo far diitinct, that it might be

" truly reputed a book of that Church's compofmg, and
" eftablifhed by his Royal Authority as King of Scotland."

Scots Li- The compilers of this Liturgy were chiefly Dr. Weeder-
*"'&• burne, a Scots Divine, beneficed in England, but now Bi-

fhop ofDunblain, and Dr. Alaxwel, Bifhop of RofTe.

Their inflru£tions from England were, to keep fuch catho-

lick Saints in their Calendar as were in the Englifh, and

that fuch New Saints as were added mould be the moft

approved, but in no cafe to omit St. George and St. Pa-

trick. That in the book of Orders, thofe words in the

Engliih
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Englifli book be not changed, •* Receive ye the Holy K«og

u Ghoft;" and that fundry leffons out of the Apocry- ^ h

pha be inferted ; befides thefe, the word Prefbyter was in- ^_
*

^
ferted inftead of Prieft ; and the water in the Font for bap-

tifm was to be confecrated. There was a Benediction or

thankfgiving for departed Saints ; fome paffages in the

Communion were altered, in favour of the Real Pre-

fence ; the Rubricks contained inftruclions to the people,

when to Hand, and when to fit or kneel ; all which the

Scots were ftrangers to. The main parts of the Liturgy

were the fame with the Englifli, that there might be an

appearance of Uniformity. It was revifed, corrected, and

altered by Archbifhop Laud and Bifhop Wren, as appeared

by the original found in the Archbifhop's chamber in the

Tower, in which the alterations were inferted with his own
hand.

The Liturgy thus modelled was fent into Scotland, with ImptMiW

a Royal Proclamation, dated December 12, 16^6. ccra- tK J>rcra'

manding ail his Majefty's loving fubje&s of that Kingdom
to receive it with reverence, " as the only Form his Ma-
c< jefty thinks fit to be ufed in that Kirk," without fo

much as laying it before a Convocation, Synod, general

Affembly, or Parliament of that Nation. It was appoin-

ted to be read firft on Eafler Sunday, 1637, againft which
time all Parifhes were to be provided with two books at

leaf! ; but the outcries of the people againft it were fo great,

that it was thought advifeable to delay it to the 23d. of

July, that the Lords of the SefTion, [or Judges] might fee

the fuccefs of it before the rifing of the Term, which al-

ways ends the firfl of Auguft, in order to report in their

feveral counties, the peaceable receiving the Book at Edin-
burgh and parts adjacent. The Archbifhop of St. An-
drew's, with fome of his more prudent brethren, forefeeing

the diforders that would arife, advifed the deferring it yet

longer ; but Archbifhop Laud was fo much of a different

mind, that he procured a Warrant from the King, com-
manding 'the Scots Bifhops to go forward at all events,

threatning, that if they moved heavily, or threw in un-
neceffary delays, the King would remove them, and
fill their Sees with Churchmen of more zeal and Re-
folution.

In obedience therefore to the Royal Command, notice occafioas

having been given in all the Pulpits of Edinburgh, that the Turaalts.

Sunday following [July 23.] the new Service-book would
be read in all the Churches, there was a vail concourfe of

People
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People at St. Giles's or the Great Church, where both the

Archbifhops, and divers Bifhops, together with the Lords
of the Seffion, the Magiftrates of Edinburgh, and many of
the Council were alfembled ; but as foOrt as the Dean be-

gan to read, the Service was interrupted by clapping of

hands, and an hideous noife among the meaner fort of
people at the lower end of the Church, which the Bi-

mop of Edinburgh obferving, ftept into the pulpit., and
endeavoured to quiet them, but the dilfurbance encreaiing,

a ftool was thrown towards the Deik ; upon which the

Provoft and Bailiffs of the city came from their places,

and with much difficulty thruft out the populace and fhut

the Church doors ; but fuch were the clamours from
without, rapping at the doors, and throwing (Tones at the

windows, that it was with much difficulty that the Dean
went through with the fervice ; and when he and the

Bifhop came out of Church in their Habits, they were
in danger of being torn in pieces by the mob, who followed

them, crying out, " Pull them down, A Pape, A Pape,
" Antichrift, &c."
Between the two Sermons the Magiftrates took proper

meafures for keeping the peace in the afternoon, but after

evening prayer the tumult was greater than in the morn-
ing ; for the Earl of Roxborough returning to his lodgings

with the Bifhop in his coach, was fo pelted with ftones,

and preffed upon by the multitude, that both were in dan-

ger of their lives. The Clergy that read the Liturgy in the

other Churches met with the like ufage, infomuch that the

whole city was in an uproar ; but it did not yet appear, that

any befides the meaner peopb were concerned in it ; how-
ever, the Lords of the Council thought proper to difpenfe

with reading the fervice next Sunday, till their Exprefs

returned from England with further inftructions, which
Laud difpatched with all expedition, telling them, " It

<( was the King's firm refolution that they mould go on
" with their work;" and blaming them highly for fuf-

pending it.

Reafons Among the Minilters that oppofed reading the Liturgy,

againtt it. were the Reverend Mr. Ramfay, Mr. Rollock, Mr. Hen-
derfon, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Bruce, who were charged

with letters of Horning for their difobedience. But they ilood

by what they had done, and in their petition to the Council

gave the following reafons for their conduct ; " (i.) Bc-
*' caufe the Service Book had not been warranted by a
•* general Affembly, which is the reprefentative body of the

'« Kirk, nor by any A& of Parliament. (2.) Becaufe the
li Liberties
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u liberties of the Scots Kirk, and the form of worihip re- King

" ceived at the Reformation, and univerfally praclifed,
Char 'es L

" flood ftill warranted by Acts of the General AfTembly, . ^.^
" and Ads of Parliament. (3.) Becaufe the Kirk of Scot-

" land is a free and independent Kirk, and therefore her
" own Paftors are the proper judges what is mo ft for her
*' benefit. (4.) Some of the Ceremonies contained in this

'* Book have occafioned s;reat divifions in the Kirk, for as
4c much as they are inconfiftent with the form of worfhip
" pradtifed in it, and fymbolize with the Kirk of Rome,
" which is Antichriftian.(5.) Becaufe the people having been
*c otherwife taught, are unwilling to receive the new Book
" till they are better convinced." Thefe reafons were of

weight with the Council, but they durfi not (hew favour to

the priioners without allowance from England, which could

not be obtained ; for the zealous Archbifhop ftopt his Ears

againft all gentle methods of accommodation, hoping td

bear down all oppofition with the Royal Authority.

While the Country people were bufy at harveft, things

were pretty quiet, but when that was over they came to

Edinburgh in great numbers, and raifed new d'ifhirbances*

upon which the Council iffued out three Proclamations ;

one for the people that came out of the Country, to return

home ; a fecond for removing the Seffion or Term from
Edinburgh to Linlithgow ; and a third for calling in, and

burning a feditious Pamphlet, called " a Difcourfe againft RufhVf,

" the Englifh Popifh Ceremonies, obtruded on the Kirk of p. 400.

tc Scotland ; all which were dated October 17 th 1637."

Thefe Proclamations inflamed the people to fuch a degree,

that the very next day, the Bifhop of Galloway would
have been torn in pices by the Mob, as he was going to

the Council Houfe, if he had not been refcued by Mr.
Steward'; but miffing of his Lordfhip they befet the Coun-
cil Houfe, and threaten'd to break open the door ; in fo

much that the Lords who were afTembled were obliged to

fend for fome of the popular Nobility in Town to their

relief ; but the people would not difperfe till the Council

had promifed to join with the other Lords in petitioning the

King againft the Service Book, and to reftore the filenced

Minifters.

Soon after this two Petitions were prefented to the Lord Petitions

Chancellor and Council againft the Liturgy and Canons; againft it.

6ne in the name of all the Men, Women, Children, and
Servants of Edinburgh ; and the other in the name of the

Ve l. tfi R Noble-
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Noblemen, Barons, Gentry, Minifters and Burgefles. Their
objections againft them were the fame with thofe already

, mentioned. The Petitions were tranfmitted to the King,

who inftead of returning a foft anfwer, ordered a Pro-

clamation to be publiihed from Sterlin [Feb. 19. ] againft

the late diforderly tumults, in which, after having declar-

ed his abhorrence of all Superftition and Popery, he expref-

fed his difpleafure againft the Petitioners ; and to prevent

any further Riots, ordered the Term or Sefilon to be re-

moved from Linlithgow to Sterlin, twenty four miles from
Edinburgh, with a ftrict injunction, that no ftranger mould
refort thither without fpecial licenfe. His Majefty alio for-

bid all Affemblies, or Convocations of people, to frame or

Rurtiw. fign Petitions, upon pain of High Treafon, and yet decla-
re 73 !• red at the fame time, that he would not fhut his ears againft

them, if neither the form nor matter were prejudicial to his

Royal Authority.

And a Pro- Upon publishing this Proclamation fundry Noblemen,
teftation. Barons, Minifters and Burghers, met together, and fign-

ed the following Proteft, 1. " That it is the undoubted
" Right of the Subjects of Scotland, to have immediate
" Recourfe to the King by Petition. 2. That Archbifhops
if and Bifhops ought not to fit in any Judicatory in this

" Kingdom Civil or Ecclefiaflical, till they have purged
11 themfelves of thofe crimes which are ready to be proved
" againft them. 3. That no Proclamation of Council, in

" prefence of the Archbifhops or Bifhops, fhall be pre-

" judicial to any of our proceedings. 4. That neither we,
" nor any that adhere to us, fhall incur any damages for

" not obferving the Liturgy, or Book of Canons, " as

" long as it is not eftablifhed by General Affembly, or Act
'.' of Parliament." 5. That if any inconvenience fall out
" (which God prevent) upon prefling the late Innovations,
" we declare the fame is not to be imputed to us. 6. That
" all our proceedings in this affair have no other Tendency
" but the prefervation of the true reformed Religion, and
'? the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom."

They ereft The Council being apprehenfive of danger from thefe

Tables. large Affemblies and Combinations of People, agreed, that
Rufhw. p. jf they wouid return peaceable to their Houfes, they might

appoint fome of their number of all Ranks and Orders to

reprefent the reft, till his Majefty's pleafure concerning

their Proteft mould be further known. Accordingly four Ta-
bles, as they were called, were erected at Edinburgh j one

of
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of the Nobility, another of the Gentry, a third of the Bur-

roughs, and a fourth of the Ministers. Thefe prepared

and digefted matters for the General Table, formed of

Commiflioners, from the other four, where the lalt and

binding Refolutions were taken.

One of the firft things concluded upon by the Tables, ,6 3 8 -

was the" renewing their Confeffion of Faith, and the So-
their folemii

<i lemn League and Covenant,'' fubfcribed by King James League and

and his Royal Houfhold, March 2, 1 580-1, and by the Covenant,

whole Scots Nation in the year 159^ with a general band coljeai pi

for maintenance of true Religion, and the King's Perfon.To to.

this Covenant was now added a Narrative of fundry Acts of

Parliament, by which the Reformed Religion had been ra-

tified fince that time, with an admonition, wherein the late

Innovations were renounced, and a band of Defence for ad-

hering to each other in the prefent Caufe.

In their Covenant they declare in the moil folemn man-
ner, " That they believe with their Hearts, confefs with
" their Mouths, and fubfcribe with their Hands, that the
" Confeffion of Faith then eftablifhed by A6t. of Parlia-

" ment is the true Chrifiian Faith and Religion, and the
*' only ground of their Salvation. They further declare
" their abhorrence of all kinds of Papiftry in general, and
" then enumerate fundry particulars of popifh Doclrine,
" Difcipline, and Ceremonies, as the Pope's pretended
*' Primacy over the Chriftian Church; u

his five Baftard
4i Sacraments, the Dourine of Tranfubiicinriation- »

" the Mafs, Purgatory Prayers for the Dead, and in
*' an unknown Language- Justification by Works
" Auricular Contl'Tion Croffes, Images, Altars, dedi-
** eating of Kirks, with all other Rites, Signs, and Tradi-
*' tions, brought into the Kirk without, or contrary to the
" Word of God." All which they prornife tooppofe to the
*' utmoft of their power, and to defend the ancient doc-
" trine and difcipline of their Kirk all the days of their

'* lives, under the pains contained in the law, and danger
" both of body and foul, in the day of God's fearful judg-
'* ment, protefting, and calling the fearcher of all Hearts
*' to witnefs, that their Minds and Hearts do fully agree
* c with this their Confeflion, Promifes, Oath and Subfcripti-

" ons. They proteft, and prornife under the Mme oath,
tl hand-writing, and pains, to defend the King's Royal Per-
" fon and Authority, with their Goods, Bodies, and Lives,
*' in defence of Chrift's Gofpel, the Liberties of their

** Country, the administration of Juitice, and punifhment

R % (i of
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Kin^ « of iniquity againfl: all his Enemies within the Realm and

t
"g ' " without ; and this they do from their very Hearts, as

V^z-y-'v, " they hope God will be their defence in ihe day of death,

" and the coming of the Lord Jefus Chrifr. To whom
tc with the Father and the Hoiy Spirit, be all honour and
" glory eternally."

TV "nnd Then follows a recital of the Acis of Parliament, by
of Defence, which the reformed Religion was cflabiifhed among them.

But inftead of the band of Defence annexed to the Cove-
nant of 1580, they framed a new one, fuited to the prefent

time, in which, after recitina; the King's Coronation Oath,
they declare, " That as they will defend the King's Royal
" Perfon and Authority, they will alfo fupport the authori-
** ty of Parliaments, upon which the fecurity of their

" Lands, Livings, Rights and Properties, depend, and
*' without which neither any law, nor lawful Judicatory,
" can be eilablimed. They declare the late Innovations
" brought into the Kirk to be contrary to the doctrine and
* difcipline of it, and contrary to the Covenant above-.

" mentioned, and therefore they wilt forbear the practice
ic ot them till they are tried, and allowed in a free Affem-
" bly, and in Parliament ; and not only fo, but they pro-
" mife and fwear, by the great name of God, to refill: all

* thefe errors and corruptions to the utmofl: of their power,
" all the days of their lives. They then promife and fwear
" over again, to defend the King's Perfon and Authority in

" the prefervation of the aforcfaid true Religion, Laws and.
" Liberties of the Kingdom, and to afljn and ftand by one
" another at all Adventures, without fufFering themfelve.-,

to be divided by any allurement or terror from this bleflcd

" and loyal conjunction, and without being afraid of the

" odious afperilons of Rebellion, or Combination, which
*' their adverfaries may call upon them. And conclude
" with calling the Searcher of Hearts to witnefs to their

" Sincerity, as they mail anfwer it to Chrift in the day of
" account, and under pain of the lofs of all honours and
" refpect in this World, and God's everlafting Wrath
te in the next." All this" was fworn to and fubferibed

with great Serioufneis and Devotion, firft at Edinburgh,

in the Month of February, 1657-S. and afterwards in

the feveral Counties and Shires, where it was received

by the common people, as a facred Oracle, and fub-

fcribed by ail fucn as were thought to have any zeal

for the Proieihun Religion, and the Liberties of their

Country.
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Country. The Privy Counfe'.'.ors, the judges, the Bifhops, K
.

:n?

•and the friends of arbitrary power, were the principal per- ^.g
'

ions that refilled. The Universities of St. Andrews and

Aberdeen were laid to oppofe it, and thcfe of Glafgow did

not fubfcribe without forne 'limitations.

There cannot be a more foiemn and awful engagement
to God, and each other than this ! What the reafons were

that induced King James, and the whole Sects Nation, to

enter into it in the year 1580, and 1590, is not heceffary

to be determined ; but certainly luch a combination 01

Subjects, without the confent of their Sovereign, in a well

ill tied Government is unwarrantable, efpecially when it is

confirmed with an oath, for no oath ought to be admi-

niftered but by commilTion from the chief Magiftrate. The
only foundation therefore upon which this Covenant can be

vindicated is, that the Scots apprehended their legal Church
Eflablifhment was broken in pieces by the King's affuming

the Supremacy, by his erecting an High CommilTion, and

by his impofing upon them a Book of Canons and Liturgy

by his Royal Prerogative, without confent of Parliament

or General Affembly.

The Council tent advice of the proceedings of the Co- Marquis of

venanters from time to time, and acquainted his Majeity, ^""Ji
10
?

that the caufe of all the commotions was the fears of Inno- Commirii-

vations in the Doctrine and Difcipline of the Kirk, by in- °ner into

troducing the Liturgy, Canons, and High CommifTion ;
Scotlanc}-3

that it was therefore their humble opinion, that the reading

the Service Book mould not be urged at prefent. Upon this

the King fent the Marquifs of Hamilton, his High Com-
miiTioner into Scotland, with Instructions to confent to the

fufpending the ufe of the Service Book for the prefent, but

at the fame time to difiblve the Tables, and to require the

Covenant to be delivered up within fix Weeks. His Majeify

adds, " That if there be not fufficient Strength in the
" Kingdom to oblige the Covenanters to return to their

•* duty, he will come in perfon from England at the head
*• of a fufficient power to force them;" and in the mean
time the Marquis is empowered to ufe all hoftile Acts againlt

them as a rebellious People.

Upon the Marquis's arrival at Holyrood Houfe he was
welcomed by great numbers of the Covenanters of all

Ranks and Qualities, in hopes that he would call a Gene-
ral Affembly, and a free Parliament ; but when he told them,
this was not in his Inftructions, they went home full of re-

fentments. The People nailed up the Organ Loft in the

R 3 Church,
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Charles
8
; Church, and admonifhed the Marquis, not to read the

1638.
' Liturgy. The Minifters cautioned their hearers againft

confenting to enfnaring propofitions ; and a letter was fent

to the Maquis and Council, exhorting them to fubfcribe

the Covenant. His Lordfhip writ thefe things to Court,

and moved hisMajefty either to yield to the People orhaften

his Royal Arms. The King replied, that he would rather

Rufhw. die than yield to their impertinent and damnable demands ;

p-?5 2
> 762. but admitted of the Marquis's flattering them, to gain

time, provided he did not confent to the calling a General
Aflembly or Parliament, till they had difavowed and given

up the Covenant. When this was known, both Minifters

and People declared with one voice, that they would as

foon renounce their Baptifm as their Covenant ; but withal

avowed their duty and allegiance to the King, and their

Refolutions to ftand by his Majefty, in defence of the

true Religion, Laws, and Liberties of the Kingdom. The
Marquis not being able to make any impreflion on the Co-
venanters returned to England, with an account of the

melancholy State of Affairs in that Kingdom, which fur-

prized the Fnglifh Court, and reflected fome difgrace upon
the Archbifhop, for as his Grace was going to Council,

Archibald, the King's Jefter, faid to him, " Whea's Feule
" now ? Does not your Grace hear the news from Strive-

" ling about the Liturgy ?" His Grace complaining of

this ufage to the Council, Archibald Armffrong, the King's

Fool, was ordered to have his Coat pulled over his ears,

to be difcharged the King's fervice, and baniihed the

Kir>VCon _
Court.

j^fljojs
° After fome time Hamilton was font back with inftrucH-

lb. p. 471. ons (if necethty required) to revoke the Liturgy, the Ca-

nons, the High Commifiion, and the five articles of Perth ;

and with authority to fubfcribe the Confeifion of Faith of

is8o, with the Band thereunto annexed, and to take or-

ders that all his Majefty's Subjects fubferibed the fame.

He might alfp promife the calling a General Affembly

and Parliament within a competent time, but was to en-

deavour lo exclude the Laity frorn the Aflembly. The
Defign of fubferibing the Band of the old Covenant of

• , v
. to fecure the continue , be-

caufe that Band obliges them I I tin the Religion at;

that time profefled, which the King would interpret of

Pr.elatic.il Government, a 1

; ig not tben legally difcharged

by Parliamt it, and becaufe it contained no promife of

[* mutual Defence and AfTiftance againft all Peribns what-
' M jbever,"'



Chap, VI. of the P u r i t a n s. 263
*

' foever," which might include the King himfelf. But the King

Covenanters did not think fit to fubfcribe over again, and *£*% '

therefore only thanked the King for difcharging the Litur- \_*— - j
gy, the Canons, and High Commiffion.

At length the Marquis publifhed a proclamation for a A General

General Affembly to meet at Glafgow, Nov. 21. The^J^J*
chcyce of Members went every where in favour of the Co- Ruflfw.

'

venanters ; the Reverend Mr. Henderfon, one of the fi- p. 865.

lenced Minifters, was chofen Moderator, and Mr. Johnfton,

Clerk Regifter ; but the Bifhops prefented a Declinator, The Bifliop's

u Declaring the Affembly to be unlawful, and the Mem- DecliM,or'

" bers of it not qualified to reprefent the Clergy of the

" Nation, (1.) Becaufe they were chofen before the Pref-

" byteries had received the Royal Mandate to make Elec-
" tion. (2.) Becaufe moll: of them had not fubfcribed the
" Articles of Religion, nor fworn to the King's Supremacy
" in prefence of the Bifhops, for neglect of which they
" were ipfo facto deprived. (3.) Becaufe they had exclud-
" ed the Bifhops, who by the Act of Affembly at Glafgow,
" 1610, were to be perpetual Moderators. (4.) Becaufe
" there were Lay-Elders among them who had no right

" to be there, nor had ordinarily fet in Prefbyteries for

" above forty years. (5.) Becaufe they apprehended it

f* abfurd, as well as contrary to the practice of the Chrifti-

" an Church, that Archbifhops and Bifhops mould be
" judged by a mixt Affembly of the Clergy and Laicks."

Signed by the Archbifhop of St. Andrews, the Bifhops of

Glafgow, Edinburgh, Galloway, Rofs, and Brechin.

But the force of thefe objections, how ftrong foever in

fhemfelves, was taken off, by the King's owning the

Affembly, and fitting in it by his CommifTioner feven Days ;

though at the diffolution he declared their proceedings to be

utterly deftructive of the name and nature of a free Af-

fembly.

The Bifhops Declinator being read, was unanimoufly it it rejected

rejected, and a Committee appointed to draw up an an-

fwer. In the mean time the Affembly was bufy in examin-
ing Elections, in which the Covenanters carried every
thing before them ; the Marquis therefore defpairing of any
good iffue, determined according to his Inftructions, to

diffolve them ; and accordingly went to the great Church,
where they fat, and read over his Majefty's Conceflions

;

as, " (1.) That his Majefty was willing to difcharge the
" Service Book and the Book of Canons. {2.) To diffolve

R 4 " the
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" the **igh CommifTion. (3.) That the Articles of Perth

163S. '
" should not be urged. (4.) That no oath fhould be re-

" quired of any Minifler at his entrance into the Miniflry,

" but what is required by A£t of Parliament. (5.) That
i(

for the future there mould be General Affemblies as

" often as the affairs of the Kirk mall require ; and, thai

'' the Biihops mould be cenfurable by the Aflembly, ac-

" cording to their Merits. (6.) That the Confeflion of
*l Faith of 1580, mould be fubfcribed by all his Majefty's
" Subjects of Scotland." Thefe were very confiderable

abatements, but did not reach the requirements of the Co-
venanters, which were the diffolution of the Order of Bi-

ihops, and of the above-mentioned grievances by a Statute

Law. The Marquis went on, and in a long Speech de-

claimed againft Lay-Elders, "an office (as he fa id) unknown
*' in the Church for fifteen hundred years, fuch perfons be-

f ing very unfit to judge of the high Myfteries of Predef-

" tination, Effectual Grace, Anti and Poit-Lapfarian Doc-
f* trines, or to pais Sentence upon their Superiors in Learn-

TheAflem- " ing and Office." He therefore advifed them to break up,
"

• ,

p
,, 'and choofe another Affembly of all Clergymen: but his

motion ftrikhig at the very being and lawfulneis of their

prefent Conititution, was unanimoufly rejected ; upon

which the Marquis diflblved them, after they had fat but

feven days ; forbidding them to continue their Seffions upon
pain of high treafon ; and next morning the diffolution was
published by proclamation at the Market-crofs.

Pntcottthnie But the Aflembly in (lead of fubmitting to the Royal

+l"
1

^'p Command, continued fitting, and the very next day [Nov.

llfJ
* 29. j piiblifhed a protection to juftify their Proceedings,

coing, wherein they affirm, i%
1. That Ruling Elders have con-

•' ftantly fat in their Affemblies before the late times of
** corruption. 2. That his Majefty's Prcfcnce in their Al-
ci

femblies, either in his own Perfpn or by his Commiflion-
' ers, is not for Voting, but as Princes and Emperors ot
'*'

6ld, in a princely manner, to countenance their meet-
w

i'ngs, and prefide in them for external order. 3. That it

" is clear, by* trie doctrine and difcipline of the Kirk, eon-

'} rained i,i the Book of Policy, and ' in the Book
" of the Affcmblv, and fubfcribed Ky the Prefbyteriesol

" this Kirk, that it is unlawful in itfelf, and prejudicial to

ec the privileges that ChrihV'has [eft Ins Church, for the

" King to rliffolve or b.reak up ihe Aflembly of thil

" Kirk, or t-> fta) thett Proceedings ; for then it would
«.* follow,
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*' follow, that Religion and Church Government mould
" depend abfolutely upon the pleafure of the Prince-

' 4. That there is no pretence by A£r. of Aflembiy, or

*' Parliament, or any perceding practice, whereby the

*.f King's Majefty, or his Commillloner, may lawfully dif-

" folve the General Aflembiy of the Church of Scotland,

" without their confent. 5. That the Aflemblies of the
** Kirk have continued fitting, notwithstanding any con-
u tramand, as is evident by all the Records thereof; and
" in particular, by the General Aflembiy of 1582. And,
" Laftly, to diflblve the Aflembiy before any Grievances
*' are recireffed, is to throw back the whole Nation into

" confufion, and to make every Man difpair hereafter ever

'? to fee Innovations removed, the Subjects complaints re-

" garded, or Offenders punifhed. For thefe reafons they

" declare it lawful and neceflary to continue the prefent

" Aflembiy, till they have tried and cenfured all the By-
'.' gone evils, aud the Introductors of them, and have pro-
il vided a folid courfe for continuing God's Truth in this

" Land with Purity and Liberty ; they declare further,

'< that the faid Aflembiy is, and mail be efteemed and
<c obeyed as a moil lawful, and free General Aflembiy of
" this Kingdom, and that the A6ls, Sentences, Cenfures

'.? and Proceedings of it, mail be obeyed and obferved by
" all the Subjects of this Kingdom."

Archhifhop Laud was vexed at thefe bold and defperate Preparati-

proceedings of the Aflembiy, and thought of nothing but ons °/ the

difperfing them by arms. " I wjll be bold to fay (fays his CQ
S

r

'

t

" Grace) never were there more grofs abfurdities, nor half gain (t them.
" fo many, in fo fhort a time, committed in any publick Ruftw.

" meeting; and for a national Airembly,neverdid the Church p ' 3 *

" of Chrifl: fee the like. 1 am as forry as your Grace
"

[ the Marquis of Hamilton ] can be, that the King's
" Preparations can make no more hafte ; I hope you think
" I have called upon his Majerty, and by his command
<( upon fome others, to haflen all that may be, and more
" than this I cannot do ; I have done, and do 'daily

" call upon his Majefty for his Preparations ; he protefts he
u makes all the hade he can, and I believe him ; but the
" Jealoufies of giving the Covenanters umbraige too foon
" have made Preparations here too late."

The Aflembiy, according to their Refolution, contiuued A£is of the

fitting feveral weeks, till they had pafled the following Aflembiy.

Ads ;
" An Aft for difannulling fix late Aflemblies therein *Jj

'* mentioned, held in the years 1606, 1608, 1610, 1616,

1617,
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1617, 161 8, with the reafons. An Act for abjuring

and abolifning Epifcopacy ; An Act for condemning the

five Articles of Perth ; An A6r. for condemning the Ser-
;

vice Book, Book of Canon?, Book of Ordination, and the

" High Comrniflion ; An Act condemning Archdeacons,
" Chapters and preaching Deacons; An A6t for reftoring

** Prefbyteries, provincial and national AfTemblies, to their

" Conititution of Minifters and Elders, and to their Pow-
" erand Jurifdi&ion contained in the Book of Policy ; with

Biffiops many others of the like nature. They then pronounced
depoitd. fentence of depofition againft the Bifhops ; eight of whom

were excommunicated ; four excluded from the Minifterial

Function, and two only allowed to officiate as Parlors or

Prefbyters. Upon this Dr. Spotfwood, Bifhop of St. An-
drews, and Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, retired to

London, where he died the next year. Moft of his Bre-

thren the Bifhops took the fame method, only four remain-

ed in the Country, three of whom renounced their Epifco-

pal Orders, viz. Alexander Ramfey, Bifhop of Dunkeld,

George Graham, Bifhop of Orkney, and James Fairby,

Bifhop of Argyle, but the fourth, George Guthrey Bifhop

of Murray, kept his ground, and weathered the ftorm. At
the clofe of the Seffion the Affembly drew up a letter to the

King, complaining of his Majefly's CommifTioner, who had

proclaimed them Traytors, and forbid the People to pay

any regard to their A£ts ; and praying the King to look up-

on them ftill as his good and faithful Subjects. They alfo

publifhed another Declaration to the good People of Eng-

Ibkl.p. 876. land, in vindication of their Proceedings, which his Ma-
jefly took care to fupprels, and iflued out a Proclamation a-

gainfl the feditious behaviour of the Covenanters, which he

commanded to be read in all the Churches in England.

Firfi Scots 'Twas eafy to forefee, that thefe warm proceedings mufr.

War - end in a War, efpecially when it is remembered, that his

Imroir'
Majefly confulted with none but the declared Enemies of

p. 177, 178, their Kirk, (viz.) Laud, Hamilton and Wentworth. On
*96

^
the 26th, of Jan. the King publifhed his Refolution to go

ut w.p.
jn perfon agajnft tnc Scots Covenanters at the Head of his

Army ; for this purpofe the Nobility were fummoned to at-

tend his Majefly, and all the wheels of the Prerogative

were put in motion to raife Men and Money. The Arch-

bifhop of Canterbury writ to the Bifhops of his Province,

that this being Bellum Epifcopale, " A War for the Sup-
" port of Epifcepacy," they fhould llir up their Clergy to

a liberal contribution, after the rate of three Shillings and

ten
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ten pence in the Pound, according to the valuation of their King

Livings in the King's Books. He writ alfo to his Commif- Ci

^
l

£
l'

fary, Sir John Lamb, for a contribution in the civil Courts 1 — -^j
of Doctors Commons, requiring him to fend the names of

fuch as refufed, «to himfelf at Lambeth. The Queen and

her friends undertook for the Roman Chatholicks ; the

Courtiers and Country Gentlemen were writ to, to lend Mo-
ney upon this occafion, which the former readily complied

with, but of the latter forty only contributed together about

fourteen hundred Pounds. With thefe and fome other af-

fiftances, the King fitted out a Fleet of flxteen Men of

War 5 and raifed a fplendid Army of twenty one thoufand

Horfe and Foot.

The Scots being informed of the Preparations that were
making againft. them in England, fecured the important

Caifles of Edinburgh, Dumbritton, and Frith ; and raifed

an Army of fuch Voluntiers as had the caufe of the Kirk at

heart, and were determined to facrifice their lives in defence

of it ; they fent for their old General Lefley from Germa-
ny, who, upon this occafion, quitted the Emperor's Service,

and brought over with him feveral experienced Officers. But
their greateif diftrefs was the want of Fire-arms, Ammu-
nition, and Money, for there was not above three thoufand

Arms to be found in the whole Kingdom ; and having no
Money, their Soldiers made fuch a ragged appearance, that

when the King faw them, he faid, " They would certainly
*
' fight the Englim if it were only to get their fine Clothes.

But the Succefs of this War will fall within the compafs of

the next year.

To return to England, the Star Chamber and High Com- Proceedings

miflion went on with their opprefiions, as if they were un- oi the .^Ml

der no apprehenfions from the florm that was gathering in p™™ p""

the North. Many Minilters were fufpended and fhut up 388.

in prifon, as Mr. Henry Wilkinfon, B. D. of Magdalen
College, Oxford ; Mr. George Walker, Mr. Smith, Mr.
Small, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Brewer a Baptift Preacher, who
lay in prifon fourteen years ; Mr. Foxley of St. Martins in

the Fields, who was confined in a chamber in the Gate-
Houfe not four yards fquare far twenty Months, without

pen, ink, or paper, or accefs of any friends, even in his ex-

treme ficknefs ; and all this without knowing his crime, or

fo much as guefling at it, unlefs it was for fpeaking in favour Settlement

of the Feoffees. «U
he

f

Col°"

. ,
nies 01

Great numbers of Puritans continued to flock into New Connecticut

England, notwithstanding the prohibition of the Council laft *"d New-

year,
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year, infomuch that the Maffachufet Bay began to be too

ftraight for them ; in the latter end of the year, 1636, about

one hundred families travelled further into the Country, and
fettled on the banks of the river Connecticut, with the Re-
verend Mr. Hooker at their head ; another detachment went
fromDorchefter; a third from Water-town; and a fourth from
Roxbury; anfj fc>uilt the towns of Hertford, Windfor, Vv 1-

thenfield and Springfield, in that Colony. Next year [1637]
the paffengers from England were fo numerous, that they pro-

jected a new Settlement on the South-weft part of Connec-
ticut River, in a large Bay near the confines of New York ;

the leaders of this Colony were Theophilus Eaton, Efq; and

the Reverend Mr. Davenport, who came from England
with a large retinue of acquaintance and followers ; they

fpread along the coaft, and firft built the town of New-Ha-
ven, which gave name to the Colony ; and after fome time,

the towns of Guilford, Milford, Stamford, Brainford, &c.

Notwithflanding thefe detachments the Maffachufets Bay
had fuch frequent recruits from England, that they were

continually building new towns, or enlarging their Settle-

ments in the neighbourhood.

Among the Divines that went over this Summer, were the

Reverend Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, M. A. fometime chaplain in

the family of Sir Francis Harrington, of Hatfield Broad Oak,
in Effex, and afterwards Vicar of Rowley in Yorkshire,

Mr. Rogers, where he continued a fuccefsful Preacher to a numerous con-

gregation almofi twenty years ; the Archbifhop of that Dio-

cefe [Dr. Matthews] being a moderate Divine, permitted

the ufe of thofe Lectures or Prophefyings, which Queen
Eli/.abeth had put down ; the Minifters within certain dif-

trids had their monthly exercifes, in which one or two

preached, and others prayed, before a numerous and atten-

tive Audience. One of the hearers, that bore an ill-will to

the Exercifes, told the Archbifhop, that the Minifters pray-

ed againft him ; but his Grace, inftead of giving credit 10

the informer, anfvvered with a fmile, that he could hardly

behave him, becaufe " thofe good Men know (fays he) that

«' if I were gone to Heaven their Exercifes would ioon Be
** put down;" which came to pafs accordingly, fornofoon-

er was his SuccelTor [Neile] in his chair but he put a period

to them, and urged fubfeription with fo much feveiity, that

many of the Clergy were impended and filenccd ; among
whom was Mr. Rogers, who having no further profpecl ot

ufefubiefsin his own Country, embarked with feveral of his

Yorkihire friends for New England, where he arrived

in

Puritan Mi
ni Iters re-

move- to

New Eng-
land.

Hi/lory of
New Lug.
land

B. III.

p. 101.
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,n the Summer of the year 1638, and fettled at a place

which he called Rowley. Here he fpent the remainder of

his days in a viciflitude of afflictions and forrovvs till the year

1660, when he died, in the feventieth year of his age.

Mr. Samuel Newman, author of that concordance of the Mr. New-

Bible that bears his name, he was born at Banbury, edu- rnan,

cated at Oxford, and having finifhed his fludies, entered

into holy orders, and became Minifter of a fmall Living in

that Country, but the fevere profccutions of the Spiritual

Courts obliged him to no lefs than feven removals, til!, at

length he refolved to get out of their reach, and remove
with his friends to New England, where he arrived this

Summer, and fettled at Rehoboth in the Colony of New
Pli mouth, where he fpent the remainder of his days to the

year 1663, when he died, in the fixty third year of his

age. He was a hard Student, a lively Preacher, and of a

heavenly converfation.

Mr. Charles Chauncey, B. D. educated in Cambridge, Mr. Chaun-

and Greek Profeflbr in that Univerlity. He was afterwards "X*
,

fettled at Ware, and was an admired and ufeful preacher, Hift.ofNevr

till he was driven from thence, as has been related. When England,

the Book of Sports was publifhed, and the drums beat

about the Town, to fummon the People to their dances and

revels, on the Lord's Day Evening, he preached againft it,

for which he was fufpended, and foon after totally filenced.

Few fuffered more for Non-conformity (fays my Author) by
fines, by imprifonment, and neceffities, to abfcond, than Mr.
Chauncey ; at length he determined to remove to New-
England, where he arrived in the year 1638, and became
Prefident of Harward College in Cambridge. Here he
continued a moft learned, laborious and ufeful Governor^

till the year 1671, when he died, in the eighty fecond year

of his age ; he left behind him fix fons, the eldeft of which
was Dr. Ifaac Chauncey, well known heretofore among the

Non-conformiff. Minifters of London.

I pafs over the lives and characters of many other Di- Oliver

vines, and fubftantial Gentlemen, who deferted their native
Cr°mweli»

Country for the peace of their Confciences; but it deferves Gentlemen,

a particular notice, that there were eight fail of fhips at bound for

once, this Spring, in the river of Thames, bound for New ?*e

J
Eng"

England, and filled with Puritan Families, among whom
(if we may believe Dr. George Bates, and Mr. Dugdale,
two famous Royalifts) were Oliver Cromwell, afterwards

Protector ofthe Commonwealth of England, John Hampden,
Efq; and Mr. Arthur Hafelrigge, who feeing no end of the

oppreflions
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oppreflions of their native Country, determined to fpend the

, 638i
' remainder of their days in America ; but the Council be-

%^-^^j ing informed of their defign, iffued out an order, dated
May i, 1638, " To mike fray of thofe mips, and to put
" on more all the pafTengers and provifions intended for
" the voyage." And to prevent the like for the future,

his Majefty prohibited all matters and owners of mips, to

fet forth any fhips for New England with palfengers with-

out fpecial licenfe from the Privy Council ; and gives this
Rufliw. remarkable reafon for it, " Becaufe the people of New
P- 4°s- England were factious, and unworthy of any fupport from

" hence, in regard of the great diforders, and want of
" Government among them, whereby many that have
" been well affected to the Church of England have been
" prejudiced in their eftates by them.'*

Others re- When the Puritans might not tranfport themfelves to
move 10 New England they removed with their families into the
Holland. t • /"> •

1 1-0 • 1 1 • 1Low Countries ; among the Divines that went thither

Dr. Thomas about this time, were Dr. Thomas Goodwin, educated in
Goodwin. Cambridge, and a great admirer of Dr. Preiton. In the

year 1628, he was chofen to preach the Le&ure in Trinity

Church, and held it to the year 1634, when he left the

Univerfity and all his preferments, through diffatisfaction

with the terms of Conformity : Having lived in retirement

till this time, he went with fome iele£t. friends to Holland,

and fettled at Arnheim in Gelderland, where he continued

till the beginning of the Long Parliament.
Mr. Nye. Philip Nye, M. A. educated in Magdalen Hall, Oxon,

and a popular Preacher at St. Bartholomew Exchange,
London.

Mr. Cur- Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs, a mod candid and moderate
rou

g
s
- Divine, educated in Cambridge, and afterwards a famous

preacher to two of the largeft Congregations about London,
viz. Stepney and Cripplegate.

Mr. Bridge. Mr. William Bridge M. A. and Fellow of Emanuel Col-

lege, Cambridge ; he was firft Minifter in Effex, and after-

wards fettled in the City of Norwich, in the parifh of St.

George Tomland ; where he continued till he was filenced

for Non-conformity by Bifhop Wren, in the year 1637,

and excommunicated.
Mr. Symp-

]\/[r Sydrach Sympfon, educated in Cambridge, and after-

wards a celebrated preacher in London. Thefe were after-

wards the five Pillars of the Ino'ependant or Congregational

Party, and were diilin^uilTied by the name of the dilknting

brethren in the Affembly of Divines.

Several



Chap. VI. of the Purit a n s. ±71

Several Gentlemen and Merchants of Figure difpofed of King

their effects, and went after them into exile, as Sir Math. ^L
Boynton, Sir William Conftable, Sir Richard Saitingfton, »_ —\- , ^t

Mr. Lawrence, afterwards Lord Prefident of the Council,

Mr. Andrews, afterwards Lord Mayor of London, Mr.

Afke, fince a Judge, Mr. Bouchier, Mr. James, Mr. White,

and others. The States received them with great huma-

nity, granting them the ufe of their Churches at different

hours of the day, with the liberty of ringing a bell for pub-

rick worfhip, though they did not approve of the Dutch

difcipline, nor join in communion with their Churches.

Great was the damage the Nation fuftained by thefe re- Heviin's Re-

movals ; for as Heylin obferves, " The fevere preiTing of J^^. .

** the ceremonies made the people in many trading Towns „ „
43j

-
4j

'

'* tremble at a vifitation, but when they found their ftri-

'* ving in vain, and that they had loft the comfort of their

" Lecturers, who were turned out for not reading the

'* fecond fervice at the Communion Table in their Hoods
" and Surplices, and for ufing other prayers befides that of
" the fifty fifth Canon, it was no hard matter for thofe

" Minifters to perfuade them to tranfport themfelves into

" foreign parts ; " The Sun (faid they) fhines as comfort-
" ably in other places, and the Sun of Righteoufnefs much
" brighter ; 'tis better to go and dwell in Gofhen, find it

" where we can, than tarry in the midft of fuch Egyptian
c( bondage as is among us ; the finful corruptions of the
tc Church are now' grown fo general, that there is no
" place free from the contagion ; therefore go out of her
" my people, and be not partakers of her fins." And
hereunto they were encouraged by the " Dutch, who chefe
" rather to carry their Manufactures home than be obliged
" to refort to their Parifh Churches, as by the Archbifhop's
" injunctions they were obliged.

The eyes of all England wrere now towards the North, 1639.

whither the King went March 27th. to put himfelf at the K]ns
.

head of'his Army raifed againft the Scots; the Earls of ^ab;Hh«
Arundel, Elfex and Holland, being the chief commanding Scots.

Officers under his J 1
j
efl ;. The Scots under the command

of General Lefley. met them upon the borders ; but when
the two Armies had faced each other for fome time, the

King perceived that his Proteftant Nobility and Soldiers

were not hearty in his caufe, and therefore ^ave way to a

treaty, at the petition of the Scots, which ended in a Pa- a Pacifica-

cification, June 17 th, by which all points of difference
t101

were referred to a General Aflembiy to be held at Edin-

burgh.
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burgh, Aug. 12, and to a Parliament which was to meet
about a fortnight after. In the mean time both armies

were to be difbanded, the Tables to be broke up, and no
meetings held but fuch as are warranted by Act of Parlia-

ment. Accordingly the King difmiffed his Army, but with

very difobliging circumflances, not giving the Nobility and

Gentry fo much as thanks for their afTecVon. loyalty, and
perfonal attendance, which they refented fo much, that

lew or none of them appeared upon the next fummons ;

the Scots delivered back the King's forts and caflles into his

Majefly's hands, and difbanded their Soldiery, but wifely'

kept their Officers in pay till they faw the effett of the Pa-

cification.

The General AfTembly met at Edinburgh according to

the treaty, but being of the fame Conftitution with the lath,

the Bifhops prefented another declinator to his Majefty's

Cominiffioner [the Earl of Traquair] and were excufed

giving their attendance by exprefs letter from the King, his

Majefty in his infcru£tions to his CommifTioner having

yielded them the point of Lay-Elders. The Affembiy

therefore without any oppofition, confirmed the proceedings

of that at Glafgow, which was of very dubious anthority.

They appointed the Covenant to be taken throughout the

Kingdom, and explained the bond of mutual defence to a

confiftency with their late conduct. They voted away the

new Service Book, the Book of Canons, the five Articles

of Perth, the High Commulion, and with one confent de-

termined, that " Diocefan Epifcopacy was unlawful, and
", not to be allowed in their Kirk." Which the Earl of

Traquair did not apprehend inconfiftent with his private

inftru&ions from the King, which were thefe, " We allow

" Epifcopacy to be aboliiTied for the Reafons contained in

<c the articles, and that the Covenant of 1 58o,for fatisfaction

" of our people be fubferibed. Again, if they require

" Epifcopacy to be abjured, as contrary to the Conflitu-

" tion of the Church of Scotland, you are to give way to

" it, but not as a point of Popery, or as contrary to God's
" Law, or the Proteftant Religion. Again, in giving

" way to the abolifhing Epifcopacy, be careful that it

'• be done without the appearing of any Warrant from
tc the Bifhops in prejudice of Epifcopacy as unlawful ;

" but only in fatisfa£tion to the People for fettling the

" prefent diforders, and fuch other reafons of ftate ; but

" herein you mud be careful that our intentions ap-

" pear not to any. 'Tis evident from hence, that

hi*
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his Majefty's ufage of the Scots was neither frank nor fin-

cere ; he had no defigri to abolifh epifcopacy, but confented

to fufpend it, becaufe he was told that the Bifhops being one

of the three eftates of Parliament, no law made iri their ab-

fence could be of force, much lefs an Acl: for aboliihing their

whole order, after they had enter'd their proteft in form.

When his Majefty gave way to the fubfcribing the cove-

nant, it was with another referve, " as far as may ftand

" with our future intentions well known to you. For though
*' we have difcharged the fervice Book and Canons, we will

*' never confent that they be condemned as popifh or fuper-

" ftitious,—nor will we acknowledge that the high Com- *b
' P°

a 54»

tc million was without Law, nor that the five articles of
" Perth be condemned as contrary to the confeiTion of faith

j

" 'tis enough that they be laid afide." His Majefty's in-

ftruftions eOnelude, '•' That if any thing be yle'ded in the
** prefent alTembly prejudicial to his Majefty's lcrvice, his

*' Commiflioner mail proteft, that his Majefty may be heard
" for recrefs thereof in his own time and place."

The Scots Parliament met Aug. 31. and ' avi r. firft fub- Parliament

fcribed the folemn league and covenant with the 1 ^.

confent, they confirmed all the a6fo of the general alTembly,
•- i ° ,>

concluding with the utter extirpation of epifcopacy as un-

lawful. But the King Having by letter to his CommifTi- King fefu-

oner forbid him to confent to the word unlawful, left
^
es lo con°

it fhould be interpreted absolutely, tho' it feems to have Ac-is>
a reference only to the kirk of Scotland, his Lordlhip pro-

rogued the Parliament, firft for fourteen days, and then

by the King's exprefs command for nine months, without

ratifying any of their a£rs. The Earl of Dumfermlin and lord

Loudon were fent to London, tobefeech his Majefty to give

way to their ratification ; but they were fent home with a

reprimand for their miibehaviour, being hardly admitted into

the King's Preience. It feems too apparent, that his Ma-
jefty meant litde or nothing by his conceflions but to gain

time, for in his declaration before the next War, about fix

months forward, he fays, " Concerning cur promhe of a
*' Free Parliament; no man can imagine we intended it

" mould be fo free, as not to be limited by the enjoyment
" of their religion and liberties, according to the ecclefiafti-

*' cal and civil Laws of that kingdom ; but if they pafs

" thefe bounds, w : are difobliged, and they left at liberty

" to fly at our monarchical Government without controul,
" to wrefl the fceptre out of our hands, and to rob the
** Crown of the faireft flower belonging to it." The
Vol- II. S Kins
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Charies I

1639

King King therefore did not really intend the alteration of any of

the civil or ecclefiaftical laws of that Kingdom, aud by his

Majefty's not ratifying any of their Acts, it was evident,

that the English Court had refumcd their courage, and were

determined once more to try the fortune of war.
Bifliop

_
jn t

!ie mean tiine, to balance the declaration of the Scots

vineWht affembly, Bifncp Hali, at the reqtfert of Laud, compofed a

ofEpifco- Treatife of the divine Right of Epifcopacy, which the

Pac7* Archbimop reviled. The propofitions which he advances

are thefe, (1.) That form of Government which is of a-

poiloiical inditution ought to be efteemed of Divine Right.

(2.) That form which was pracldfed and recommended by
the Apoftles though not expreily commanded, is of apofto-

lical Inftitution. (3.) The government fet up by the Apof-

tles was defigned for perpetuity. (4.) The iiniverfal prac-

tice of the primitive Church is the befl: rule to judge of the

apofroiical practice, («;.) We ought not to fuppofe the

primitive Fathers WGuld change the form of Government
they had received from the Apoilles. (6.) The accefTion

of privilege and honourable titles does not affecl: the fub-

ftante of the epifcopal function. (7.) The Prefbyterian go-

vernment, though challenging the glorious title of Chrift's

Kingdom and ordinance, has no foundation in fcripture, nor

in the practice of the Church for fifteen hundred years, and

is altogether incongruous and unjuilihahle.

Revered by The BWhflip's book was altered in many places, contrary
Laud. to j-,| s ov ,, ;,-.._: \

:

. t; cnSj j,v t ]ie Archbimop, and particularly

in tnofe wherein he had called IC The Pope antichrift, or
Ct

f; . of the morality of the Sabbath ; or
" faid-, that presbytery was of ufe, where epifcopacy could

'* not be obtained. His Grace difapproved of his Lordfhip's
Si waving the quefcion, Whether epifcopacy was a diftincT:

" order, or 01 her degree of the fame order ? And of
" his advancing the divine right of epifcopacy no higher
t( tlnn the Apefties, whereas he would have it derived from
" Chrilt himiclf." Upon the whole, his Lordfhip's Book
was fo n-.oflcrd.by his MetfOpoKtan, that in the debate here-

after mentioned, he could hardly go the lengths of his own
performance.

The Bifhops ftill kept a ftrict handover the Puritans;

not a Sermon was to be heard on the diftinguilhing points ot

Calvinifm aii oxer England. In fome diocefes great com-
plaints were made of Puritan julViccs of peace, for being

too ftnet. in putting the laws in execution againfl: profane-

nefs. At Afliford in Kent the Archbiihop laid, he mud
have
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have recourfe to the flatute of Abjuration, and call In the King

1639.
affiftance of the temporal courts to reduce the Separating, '

the cenfures of the Church not being fufficient. Upon the

whole, there was no abatement of the height of conformity,

even to the end of this year, though the flames that were

kindling in Scotland began to difhirb the tranquility of the

Church.

Mr. Bagfhaw, a lawyer of fome Handing in the Middle Bagftaw's

Temple, being chofen reader in that houfe for the Lent va- Read,nSs

cation, began to attack the power of the Bifhops. In his effhops.
'

lectures on the 25th Edw. III. cap. 7. he maintained, That
acts of Parliament were valid without the affent of the

Lords Spiritual. 2. That no beneficed clerk was capable of

temporal jurifdiction at the making that law. And, 3. Heyiin's

That no Bifhop, without calling a fynod, had power as a l^
01

diocefan to convict an heretick. Laud being informed of
p. tf\,

thefe pofitions, told the King, that Bagfhaw had juflified the

Scots covenanters in decrying the temporal jurifdiction of

churchmen, and the undoubted right of the Bifhops to their

feats in Parliament, upon which he was immediately inter-

dicted all further reading on thofe points ; and though Bag-
fhaw humbly petitioned the Lord keeper, and the Archbifhop
for liberty to proceed, he could get no other anfwer after

long attendance, than that " it had been better for him not
" to have meddled with that argument, which fhould flick
<c clofer to him than he was aware of." Whereupon he reti-

red into the country.

The refolution of the Englifh. court to renew the war ,540.

with Scotland, was owing to the Lord deputy Wentworth, Earl of

whom Archbifhop Laud had fent for from Ireland for this
êd°out

purpofe. This Nobleman, from being a patriot of his f Ireland,

country, was become a petty tyrant, and had governed Ire- advifes a

land in a mofl arbitrary and fovereign manner for about fe-
n ar'

ven years, difcountenancing the Proteftants, becaufe they

were Calvinifls, and enclined to Puritanifm, and giving all

imaginable encouragement to the Roman Catholicks, as

friends to the prerogative, whereby he gave up the balance

of power in that kingdom into the hands of the Papifls.

Wentworth being come to court was immediately created

Earl of Strafford and Knight of the garter, and in concert

with Laud ad^ifed the King to fet afide the pacification, and

to pufh the Scots war with vigor, offering his Majefly eight

thoufand Irifh, and a large fum of money for his affiflance

;

but this not being fufficient, the war was thought fo rea-

S a fonable
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King reafonable and necefTary to the King's honour, that it

il^l. ' might be ventur'd with an Englifh Parliament, which be-

i—^m^j inglaid before the Council, was chearfully agreed to, and (af-

ter twelve years interval) a Parliament was fummoned to

meet April 13. 1640.
Scots are "The Scots forefeeing the impending ftorm, confulted

by the
" where to fly for fuccour ; fome were for throwing them-

Engiifh. felves into the hands of the French, and accordingly writ a

very fubmilTive letter to that Monarch, figned by the

hands of feven Scots peers, but never fent it ; for upon
application to their friends at London, they were affured by
a letter, writ by Lord Saville, and figned by himfelf,

with the names of Bedford, Effex, Brook, Warwick, Say

and Seal, and Mandeville, (who agreeed tojthe letter, though;

they were fo cautious as not to write their own names)
*' That the hearts of the people of England were with them

;

" that they were convinced the liberties of both nations

" were at (lake, and therefore they might depend upon
" afTiftance as foon as a fair opportunity offered." Upon
this encouragement the Scots laid afide their defign of ap-

plying to France, and refolved to raife another army from

among themfelves, and march into England.
The fhort^ it The parliament that met at Weftminfter (fays the

noble hiftorian) was made up of fober and difpaiTionate
11 men, exceedingly difpofed to do the King fervice," and

yet his Majefty would not condefcend to fpeak to them
from the throne, but ordered the Lord keeper Finch to

acquaint them with the undutiful behaviour of the Scots,

whom he was determined to reduce, and therefore

would not admit of the mediation of the two houfes,

but expected their immediate afliftance, after which he
would give them time to confider of any juft grievan-

ces to be redrefTed. But the Commons, infteaa of be-

ginning with the fupply, appointed committees for Re-
ligion and grievances, which difobliged the King fo

much, that after feveral fruitlefs attempts to perfuade

them to begin with the Subfidy Bill, he diflblved them
in anger, without pafling a fingle A£t, after they had

fat about three weeks. The blame of this hafty diffo-

lution was by fome calf, upon Laud, by others on Sir

Harry Vane, but the King laid it upon the mifbe-

haviour of the Houfe of Commons, who would not

take his Royal Word for redrefs of grievances after

they had given the necefTary fupplies ; he therefore fent

for

Parliament.
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for the leading Members of the Houfe into cuftody, and King

committed them prifoners to the Fleet and other prifons. ^

"

His Majefty having failed of a Parliamentary Supply at^-v^
the time he demanded it, was told by Lord Strafford, andKinggoes

others of the Council, that he " was now abfolved from a^^"^
" rules of government, and might take what his neceflities prerogative.

" required, and his power could obtain". This, indeed,

was no more than his Majefty had been doing for twelve

years before ; but fome people drew an unhappy conclufion

from this Maxim (viz.) " That if the King was abfolved

" from all Rules of Government, the People might be ab-

" folved from all Rules of Obedience."

However, all the Engines of arbitrary Power were fet at

work to raife Money for the war, as Loans, Benevolences,

Ship-money, Coat and Conductmoney, Knighthood, Mo-
nopolies and other fprings of the Prerogative, fome of

which (fays Lord Clarendon) were ridiculous, and others

fcandalous, but all very grievous to the Subject. Thofe
thatrefufed payment were fined and imprifoned by the Star

Chamber or Council Table ; among whom were fome of

the Aldermen of London, and Sheriffs of feveral Counties.

The Courtiers advanced three hundred thoufand Pounds in

three Weeks, the Clergy in Convocation gave fix Subfi-

dies, the Papifts were very generous ; Strafford went over

to Ireland and obtained four Subfidies of the Parliament of

that Kingdom ; Soldiers were preffed into the fervice in all

Counties, few lifting themfelves voluntarily except Papifts,

many of whom had Commiflions in the Army, which gave
rife to a common faving among the People,' that " the

" Queen's Army of Papifts \ ere going to eftablifh the
u Proteftant Religion in Scotland."

The People groaned under thefe oppreffions, the odium Mutinous
of which fell upon Laud and Strafford, who were libell'd Difpofition

and threaten'd with the fury of the populace. May 9. a °[
thei>eo"

Paper was fixed upon the old Exchange, animating the Ap-
pe'

prentices to pull the Archbifhop out of his Palace at Lam-
beth ; upon this the train'd Bands were order'd into St.

George's Fields, neverthelefs the Mob rofe and broke his

Windows, for which one of them being apprehended fuf-

fered death as a Traitor, though he could not be guilty of
more than a breach of the peace. From Lambeth the

Mob went to the Houfe of the Pope's Agent, where they
were difperfed by the King's Guards, and fome of them
fent to the White Lion Prifon ; bur next Week [May 15.]
they rofe again and refcued their Friends. The Country

S 3 was
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was in the fame mutinous pofture, there being frequent

fkirmifhes between them and the new raifed Soldiers, even
to bloodfhed. The City Train Bands were in arms all the

Summer, but the Campaign proving unfuccefsful, there

was no keeping the people within bounds afterwards ; for

while the High Commiffion was fitting at St. Paul's, O&ob.
22. near two thoufand Brownifts (as the Archbifhop calls

them) raifed a difturbance and broke up the Court, crying

out, no Bifhops, no High Commiffion. Such were the dii-

tempers of the times !

Convocati- The Convocation that fat with this Parliament was open-
on opcnd. ed April 14. with more fplendor and magnificence than the

Situation of Affairs required. The Sermon was preached
by Dr. Turner, Canon Refidentiary of St. Paul's, from St.

Matth. xvi. 16. " Behold, I fend you forth as Sheep a-
*' mong Wolves." After which they adjourn'd to the

Chapter Houfe, where the King's Writ of Summons being

read, the Archbifhop, in a Latin Speech, recommended
to the Lower Hcufe, the choofing a Prolocutor, to be pre-

fented to himfelf or his Commiflary in the Chapel of Hen-
ry VII. on Friday following, to which time and place the

Convocation was adjourn'd.

Proceedines ^n *-e I 7 tnor
^ April, after divine Service, Dr. Stew-

6f the Con- ard, Dean of Chicheller, and Clerk of the Cloict, was
vocation. prefentea to the Archbifhop as Prolocutor in the Chapel of

EccTHift. Henry Vli. whom his Grace approved, and then produced

p. 793. his Majefty's Commiffion under the Great Seal, authoring
Life of Key- them f( to make and ordain certain Canons and Conftituti-

" ons, for the eftapliihing true Religion, and the profit ot

" the State of the Church of England." The Commif-
fion was to remain in force during the prefent SeiTion of Par-

liament, and no longer ; and by a remarkable Claufe,

" nothing was to be concluded without the Archbifhop's
(l being a party in the Confultation." It was intended al-

io draw up an (Drighih Pontifical, which was to contain

the form and maimer of Royal Coronations. A form
'* for confederating Chinches, Church-yards and Cha-
<l pels. A form for reconciling Penitents and Apof-
ft tates. A Book pf Articles to be ufed by all Bifhops
" at their Vilitation. Aud a fhort form of Prayer for

" beforeSermon,"comprehending the Subiranceof the 55th
<

' inoh. But rrtojt, of thefe projects were interrupted by the

fudden dilTolution of the Parliament

The
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The Convocation, according to ancient cuflom, ihould K«og

have broke up at the fame time, but one of the Lower ,g!l

Houfe having acquainted the Archbiihop with a Precedent K_r- w
—

,_f

in the 27 th year of Queen Elizabeth, of the Clergy's (

granting a Subfidy or Benevolence, of tWQ Shillings in fihe *"" ***.

Pound, to be railed upon all the Clergy, after the BarUa- f thePar-

ment was rifen, and levying it by their own Syncdical Act liament.

only, under the Penalty of Ecclefiaftical Cenfures, itwas^u!Sers

concluded from thence, that the Convocation might fit in-g
7 g^.'

dependent of the Parliament, and therefore inftead of dif-

folving, they only adjourned for a few days, to take further

Advice.

The zealous Archbiihop relying upon this fingle prece-

dent applied to the King for a Commiflion, to continue the

Convocation during his Majefty's Pleafure, in order to finifli

the Canons and Conftitutions, and to grant the Subfidies al-

ready voted. The Cafe being referr'd to the Judges, the

Majority gave it as their opinion, " That the Convocation Of""'©" of

" being called by the King's Writ under the Great Seal,
l "e

-'

u §es*

" doth continue till it be diffolved by Writ or Commiflion

'J under the Great Seal, notwithstanding the Parliament be
" diffolved. Signed May 14. 1640, by

John Finch, Cuffcos, M. S.

H. Manchefter, Rob. Heath,

John Bramflon, Edw. Littleton,

Ralph Whitfield, John Banks.

Upon this a Commiflion under the Great Seal was gran- several ©f

led, and the Convocation re-affembled ; but notwithftand- the Members

ing the opinion of thefe Gentlemen of the Long-Robe, Dr.
p

11?."^™'

Haeketi, Brownrigge, Holdifworth, and others, to the rx. n'ujs.

number of thirty fix, protefted earneftly againft it, though
in regard the Seflion was warranted by fo many confiderable

perfons, they did not withdraw, nor enter their Proteft in

form of Law, as they ought to have done. They were
further influenced by his Majefty's Meffage, fentbySirH.
Vane, Secretary of State, to acquaint them, " That it was
" his Royal Pleafure, that none of the Prelates or Clergy,
" mould withdraw from the Synod or Convocation, till the
" Affairs they had in command from the King were per-
" fe&ed and finifhed."

Upon this dubious Foundation the Convocation was con-
tinued, and a Committee of twenty fix appointed to prepare

matters for the debate of the Houfe ; but the Mob were fo

S 4 inflamed,
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Kins inflamed, that they threatened to pull down the Convocati-

1640. on-Houfe, upon which the King appointed them a Guard
v_—v—^ of the Militia of Middlefex, commanded byiEndymion
Their Pro- Porter, Groom of the Bed-Chamber, a Papift, under whofe
ceedmgs.

protection the Synod was continued, till the Canons were

perfected, and fix Subfidies given, by way of fupply for

the exigency of his Majefty's Affairs ; to be collected in fix

years, after the rate of four Shillings in the Pound, amount-
ing to about one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds ; af-

ter which it was diffolved [May 29.] by a fpecial Mandate
or Writ from his Majefty, after it had continued twenty

five Seflions. The Canons having been approved by the

Privy Council, were fubfcribed by as many of both Houfes

of Convocation as were prefent, and then tranfmitted to the

Provincial Synod of York, by whom they were fubfcribed

at once, without fo much as debating either matter or

form. Dr. John Williams, Bifhop of Lincoln, was in the

Tower, and had no concern with the Canons. Dr. Good-
man, Bifhop of Glocefter, a concealed Papift, was the only

Prelate who declin'd the Subfcription, but the Archbifhop

threatning him with Deprivation, and the reft of his Bre-

thren prelling him to comply, he was perfyaded to put his

name to the Book ; but feveral of the Members of the

Lower Houfe avoided the Teft, by withdrawing before the

day of Subfcription ; for of above one hundred and fixty,

of which both Houfes of Convocation confifted, there were

not many more than one hundred names to the Book.
Remarks. The unreafonablenefs of continuing the Synod after the

Diffolution of the Parliament appears from hence, that the

Convocation, confuting or Bifhops, Deans, Archdeacons,

and Clerks, the three former aft. in their perfona! capacities

only, and may give for themfelves what Subfidies they

pleafe ; but the Clerks being chofen for their refpeftive Ca-
thedrals and Diocefes, legally to fit as long as the Parlia-

ment continues, defift from being publick Perfons as foon as

it is diffolved, and lo'e the character of Reprefentatives

;

they are then no more than private Clergymen, who,
though they ttiay give the King what fums of Money
they pleafe for themfelves, cannot vote away the Eftates

of their Brethren, unlefs they are re-elected. Befides,

it was contrary to all law and cuftom, both before and

fince the A6t of SubmirTion of the Clergy to King
Henry Vill. except in the lingle inftance of Queen Eli-

zabeth.

The
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The Canons of this Synod, confifting of feventeen Arti- King

cles, were publifhed June 50, and entitled, " Conftitutions
"™* s L

V and Canons ecclefiaftical, treated upon by the Archbifhops . _Jr ,^j
et of Canterbury and York, Prefidents of the Convocation for

M their refpective Provinces, and the reft of the Bifhops and

f* Clergy of thofe Provinces, and agreed upon with the

" Ring's Majefty's licenfe, in their feveral Synods began at

" London and York, 1640."

Canon I. Concerning the Regal Power.

" We ordain and decree, That every Parfon, Vicar, Abftraft of

M Curate, or Preacher, upon one Sunday in every quarter the Canons

" of the year, in the place where he ferves, fhall read the .°-f

p
he klng*

" following explanation of the regal power. Nalfon,

" That the moil: high and facred order of Kings is of p. 545.

" Divine Right, being the ordinance of God himfelf,

*^ founded in the prime laws of Nature and Revelation, by
" which the fupreme power over all perfons civil and
<f ecclefiaftical is given to them.
" That they have the care of God's Church, and the

'* power of calling and diflblving Councils both national and
" provincial.

'* That for any perfons to fet up in the King's Realms
" any independent, coercive power, either papal or po-
" pular, is treafonable againft God and the King. And for
*' Subjects to bear arms againft their King, either offenfive

" or defenfive, upon any pretence whatsoever, is at leaft

f* to refift the powers ordained of God ; and though they
" do not invade, but only refift, St Paul fays, They fhall

f receive damnation..
" And though tribute and cuftom, aid and fubfidy be

*' due to the King, by the law of God, nature and na-
'* tions, yet Subjects have a right and property in their

" goods and eftates ; and thefe two are fo far from crofting
* c one another, that they mutually go together for the ho-

*f
nourable and comfortable fupport of both.

" If any Clergyman fliall voluntarily and carelefly ne-
" gleet to publim thefe Explications, he fhall be fufpended ;

** or if in any Sermon or publick Lecture, he fhall main-
" tain any pofition contrary hereunto, he ltiall be forthwith
<c excommunicated and fufpended for two years ; and if

f* he offend a fecond time he fhall be deprived."

Canon
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Canon II. For the better obferving the day of his

Majefty's Inauguration.

" The Synod decrees and ordains, That all perfons fhall

come to Church the morning of the laid day, and conti-

nue there till prayers and preaching are ended, upon pain
guration day. « of fuch punifhment as the law inflicts on thofe who wilful-

ie
\y abfent themfelves from Church on holy-days."

Canon III. For fuppreffing the growth of Popery.

Aeainfr Po- '}. All ecclefiaflical Perfons within their feveral parifhes
pery. <e or jUrifdi6tions, fhall confer privately with popifh Recu-

" fants, but if private conference prevail not, the Church
" mull and fhall come to her ceniures, and to make way
" for them, fuch perfons fhall be prefented at the next Vi-
<c fitation, who come not to Church, and refufe to receive
" the holy Eucharift ; or who either fay or hear Mafs,
tc and if they remain obflinate after citation, they fhall be
(( excommunicated.

*' But if neither conferences nor cenfures can avail, the
'* Church fhall then complain of them to the Civil Power;
" and this facrcd Synod does earneflly intreat the reverend
" Jufiices of AfTr/.e to be careful in executing the laws, as
" they will anfwer it to God. And every Bifhop fhall once
f
i a year fend into the Court of Chancery, a Signifkavit

" of the names of thofe who have flood excommunicated
" beyond the time limited by law, and fhall defire, that a
" Writ De Excommunicato Capiendo may be at once
" lent out againft them all.

" Care is likewife to be taken, that no perfon be admit-
" ted to teach fchool, but who has fubfcribcd to the Church
te as the law directs ; and that no excommunicated perfon
" be abiolvcd by anv appeal, unlefs he firfc take the oath
" De parendo Juri cV ftando mandatis Ecclefix."

C a m o n IV. Againit Socinianifm.

» . « o
" It i-s decreed, That no perfons fhall import, print, or

einianifm. " dilperle any of their books, on pain ol Excommunication,
" and of being further pimifhed in the Star Chamber. No
" Minifler ihall preach any fuch doctrines in his Sermons,
" nor Student have any fuch books in his Study, except he
" be a Graduate in Divinity ; and if any Lay-man embrace
'* their opinions, he fhall be excommunicated, and not ab-
" folved without repentance and abjuration."

[N.B.
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[N. B. None of the Doctrines of Socinus, nor any of his

peculiar fentiments, are mentioned in this Canon.]

Canon V. Again ft Sectaries.

" The Synod decrees, That the Canon above-mentioned Againft Se-

" againft Papifts mall be in full force againft ail Anabaptifts, Parata
'

ts -

" Brownifts, Separatifts, and other Sectaries, as far as they
" are applicable ; and further, the claufe againft the Books
" of Socinians above-mentioned, mail be in force againft

" books written againft the Difcipline and Government of
" the Church of England.
" It is alfo ordained, That fuch perfons who refort to

" their Parifh Churches to hear the Sermon, but don't join

" in the publick Prayers, fhall be fubjeft to the fame pe-
" nalties with other Sectaries and Recufants."

Canon VI. An Oath for preventing innovations in

Doctrine and Government.

*' The Synod decrees, That all Archbifhops, Bjfhops, To prevent

*' Priefts and Deacons, fhall before the 2d. of November next Alterations

" take the following Oath, which fhal! be tender'd by the Government.
" Bifhop in perfon, or fome grave Divine deputed by him,
" and iliall be taken in prefence of a publick Notary."

The O A T H.

" T A. B. do fwear, That I do approve the Doctrine, Dif- The Oath
" JL cipline or Government, eftablifhed in the Church of caIled Et

" England, as containing all things neceffary to Salvation ;

" and that I will not endeavour by myfelf, or any other, di-

'* redly or indire&ly, to bring in any * Popifh Doctrine,
" contrary to that which is fo eftablifhed ; nor will I ever
c<

give my confent to alter the government of this Church,
" by Archbifhops, Bifhops, Deans and Archdeacons, &c.
" as it ftands now eftablifhed, and as by right it ought to
'* ftand, nor yet ever to fubje6t it to the ufurpations and
" fuperftitions of the See of Rome. And all thefe things I

" do plainly and fincerely acknowledge and fwear, according
" to the plain and common fenfe and underftanding of the
" fame words, without any equivocation, or mental Evafion,
" or fecret refervation whatfoever ; and this I do heartily,

" willingly

* In liis Majefty's duplicate of this Canon, fent by the Archbi-
jjajfon

fhop to the Bifhop of Ely, the word (Popifh) is omitted, as it is in p, 40^.'

the duplicate fent to the Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, and fe-

veral others.
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King « willingly and truly, upon the faith of a Chriflian. So
Charles I. (( ^ me Qod ^ -^ Q^,,

" If any beneficed perfon in the Church (hall refufe this

" Oath, he fhall after one month be fufpended Ab Offi-

" cio ; after a fecond month he fhall be fufpended Ab
ie Officio & Beneficio ; and after a third month, if he con-
'* tinue to refufe, he fhall be deprived.

*' It is likewife ordained, That all that are incorporated
te in either of the Univerfities, or take any Degree, whether
" Lawyers, Divines or Phyficians, fhall take the fame oath :

" And all Governors of Halls and Colleges in the Univer-
lC fity; all School-mafters, and in general, all that enter

" into holy Orders, or have licenfe to preach."

Canon VII. A Declaration concerning fome Rites and

Ceremonies.

Of Rites and " The Synod declares, That the (landing of the Com-
Ceremomes. <t munion Table fide-ways, under the EaftWindow of the

*' Chancel or Chapel, is in its own nature indifferent ; but
" forafmuch as Queen Elizabeth's Injunctions order it to be
" placed where the Altar was, we therefore judge it proper,

f* that all Churches and Chapels do conform themfelves to

" the Cathedral or Mother Churches. And we declare,

" that this fituation of the Holy Table does not imply that

" it is, or ought to be efteemed a true and proper Altar,

*' whereon Chrift is again facrificed ; but it may be called

" an Altar in the fenfe of the Primitive Church ; and be-
<c caufe it has been obferved, that fome people in time of

" Divine Service have irreverently lenn'd, cafl; their hats, or
'* fet upon, or under the Communion Table, therefore the
u Synod thinks meet that the Table be ra:!'d round.

W It is furdier recommended to all good people, That they

" do reverence at their entring in, and going out of the

" Church ; and that all Communicants do approach the

' holy Table to receive the Communion at the Rails, which
** has heretofore been unfitly carried up and down by the

«' Minifter, unlefs the Bifliop fhall difpenfe with it."

Canon VIII. Of preaching for Conformity.

Preacli
" All publick Preachers l"hall twice a year preach pofi-

I.r Co, for-
u tively and plainly, that the Rites and Ceremonies of the

mity. « Church of England are lawful, and that it is the duty of
*' all people to conform to them."

Canon
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Canon IX. A Book of Articles for Parochial Vifi- Charles I.

tation.

" No other Book of Articles of Inquiry fhall be ufed in

" Parochial Vifitation, but that which is drawn up by the

" Synod.".

Canon X. Of the Converfation of the Clergy.

* The Clergy are enjoined to avoid all excefles and dif-

<c orders, and by their Chnilian Converfation to adorn their

" holy Profeflion."

Canon XI. Chancellors Patents.

«< No Bilhop fhall grant any Patent to any Chancel-

" lor, or Official, for any longer Term than the Life of

" the Grantees, and the Bifliop fhall keep in his own
" hands the power of inftituting to Benefices, and of li-

u cenfing to preach."

Canon XII. Chancellor Cenfures, cVc.

" No Chancellor, CommifTary or Official, not being in

" Holy Order j fhill inflict any cenfure on the Clergy iri

«' criminal caufes, other than neglect of appearing ; but all

" fuch caufes fhall be heard by the Bilhop, or fome dignifi-

" ed Clergyman with the Chancellor."

Canon XIII. Excommunication and Abfolution.

(C No Sentence of Excommunication or Abfolution fhall

" be pronounced but by a Prieft, and in open Confiflory,
*' or at leafl in the Church or Chapel, having firfr, receiv-

" ed it under the Seal of an Ecclefiaftical Judge, from whom
" it comes."

Canon XIV. Of Commutations.

" No Commutation of Penance to be admitted without
*' confen t of the Bifhop, and the Money to be difpofed of
" to charitable ufes."

C a n o n XV. Of Jurisdictions.

" No Executor fhall be c'ted into any Court or Office,
" for the fpace of ten day*, after the Death of the Tef-
" tator, though the Executor may prove the Will within
" fuch time."

Canon
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Canon XVI. Of Licenfes to Marry.

" No licenfe to marry fhall be granted to any party, un-
- lefs one of the parties have been Commorant in the Ju-
" rifdi&ion of the Ordinary to whom he applies, for the
" fpaceof ore Month before the faid Licenfe be defired.
" The Archiepifcopal Prerogative is excepted.'*

Canon XVII. Againft vexatious Citations.

" No Citation into any EcclefiafHca! Court mall be iiTued

" out, but under the Hand and Seal of one of the Judges of
" thofe Courts, and within thirty days after committing the
" crime ; and iinlefs the party be convicted by two witnef-
l<

fes, he mall be allowed to purge himfelf by oath, without
'.' paying any fee

;
provided that this Canon extend not to

" any grievous crime, As fchifm, incontinence, mi/beha-
" viour in the Church in time of Divine Service, obftinate
" inconformity, or the like."

They are When thefe Canons were made publick, they were gene-
unaccepta- rally difliked ; feveral pamphlets were printed againll them,
bk to the

an[j fjifpgrfed among the people, " As England's complaint
" to Jefus Chriil againft the Bifhops Canons ; wherein the
<c nakednefs of them is expofed, in a folemn application
" to Jefus Chriil as the Saviour of his Church. Queries
" relating to the feveral Articles and Determinations of the
" late Synod, &c" All that loved the old Englifh Con-
flitution were diiTatisfied with the firif Canon, becaufe it

declares for " The abfolute power of Kings, and for the
lf unlawfulnefs of defenfive Arms, on any pretence what-
* 4 foever." The Puritans difliked the fifth, fixth, feventh,

and eight Canons ; but the whole body of the Clergy were
nearly concerned in the fixth, being obliged by the fecond

of November to take the oath therein mentioned, on pain of

fufpenfion and deprivation. The London Clergy among
whom were Dr. Vv'efl:field,Downham, Bulges, Mr. Calamy,

Jackfon, John Goodwin, OfF-fpring, and others, drew up
a Petition againfl it to the Privy Council ; and to give it

the more weight, procured a great many hands. The
Minifters, School-mafters, and Phyficians in Kent, Devon-
fhire, Dorfetfhire, Northamptonfhire, and in moil Coun-
ties of England, took the fame method ; fome objecting to

the Oath, as contrary to the oath of Supremacy ; fome
complaining of the Et Ccctera in the middle. Others ob-

jected to the Power of the Synod to impofe an oath, and

many
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many confeffed, " That they wifhed fome things in the King

" Difcipline of the Church might be altered/' and there-
Ch^ L

fore could not fwear never to attempt it, in a proper way. \t̂ m^r,mmj
Some of the Bifhops endeavoured to fatisfy their Clergy,

by giving the moft favourable interpretation to the Oath.

Bifhop Hall told them, that it meant no more than this,

" That I do fo far approve of the Difcipline and Doctrine Nalfon p.

" of this Church, as that I do believe there is nothing in 495 > 45>8 -

" any other pretended Difcipline or Doctrine neceffary to

" Salvation, befides that Avhich is contained in the Doc-
" trine and Difcipline of the Church of England. And as

" I do allow the Government by Archbifhcps, Bifhops,

" Deans, Archdeacons, fo I will not, upon the fuggeflion

" of any factious Perfons, go about to alter the fame as

" it now ftands, and as by due right (being fo eftablifhed)

<c
it ought to fland in the Church of England." But moft

of the Bifhops preffed the Oath abfolutely on their Clergy

;

and to my certain knowledge (fays Atfr. Fuller) obliged them

to take it kneeling, a ceremony never required in taking the I7It
" f '

oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; but to fuch an height

of Power did thefe Prelates afpire upon the wing of the

Prerogative !

The Archbifhop was advifed of thefe difficulties by Dr. Tne Execu-

Sanderfon, afterwards Bifhop of Lincoln, who affured his tionofthem

Grace by Letter, " That multitudes of Churchmen, not^n

n

ded-

*' only of the precifer fort, but of fuch as were regular
J.-1,

'

'* and conformable, would utterly refufe to take the Oath,
" or be brought to it with much difficulty and reluctancy ;

" fo that unlefs by his Majefty's fpecial direction, the pref-

" fing the oath may be forborn for a time ; or that a
" fhort explanation of fome paffages in it moft liable to
u exception, be fent to the feveral Perfons who are to ad-
" minifter the fame, to be publickly read before the Ten-
** der of the faid Oath ; The peace of this Church is ap-
" parently in danger to be more difquieted by this one oc-
" cafion, than by any thing that has happened within our
" Memories." But this refolute Prelate, as if he had been

determined to ruin his own and his Majefty's affairs, would
relax nothing to the times, but would have broken the

King's Interelt among the conformable Clergy, if the No-
bility and Gentry with the King at York, had not prevailed

with his Majefty to lay him under a reitraint, by the follow-

ing Letter, under the hand of the principal Secretary of

State.

"May
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King u May j t pieafe veur Grace,

1640.
' " T Am, ty his Majefty's Command, to let y6u know,;

\—-^—»j "
J. That upon feveral Petitions prefented by divers

Nalfon, p. ** Churchmen, as well in the Diocefe of Canterbury, as
500. < t York, to which many hands afe fubfcribed, as the Mode

* c of Petitions now are, againft the oath in the Canons"
u made in the laft Synod, his Majefty's Pleafure is, that
*' as he took order before his coming into thefe parts, that
" the execution of neither mould be preffed on thofe that
(< were already beneficed in the Church, which was order-
" ed at the Council Board in your Grace's Prefence, but that
*.' it mould be adminiftered to thofe who were to receive
" Orders, and to be admitted ; it is his Majefty's Pleafure,

" that thofe fhould be difpenfed withal alfo, and that there

" be no profecution thereof till the meeting of the Convo-
" cation."

H. Vane.
York, Sept. 30, 1640.

Second We have mentioned the fecret correfpondence between
Scots War. the Englifh and Scots Nobility to recover the Liberties of

both Kingdoms, which encouraged the Scots to march a

fecond time to their borders, where the King met them with

his army, commanded by the Earls of Northumberland and

Strafford ; but it foon appeared that the Englifh Nobility

were not for conquering the Scots ; nor had the Proteftanr.

Soldiers any zeal in his Majefty's caufe ; fo that after a fmall

fhirmifh the Scots Army parted the Tweed, Aug. 21, and

on the 30th, took pofTeffion of the important Town of

Newcaftle, the Royal Army retreating before them as
1

far as York, and leaving them Mafters of the three

Northern Counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, and

Durham, where they fubfifted their Army, and railed

what Contributions they pleafcd. As foon as the Scots

entered Newcaftle they fent Exprefs to the Lord Mayor
and Aldermen of London, to affure them, they would

not interrupt the Trade between that Town and the

City of London, but would cultivate all manner of

Friendfhip and brotherly Correfpondence. They alfo fent

Mefiengers to the King, with an humble petition, that

his Majefty would pieafe " To confirm their late Acts of
" Parliament, reftore their Ships and Merchandize, recal

" his Proclamation, which ftiles them Rebels, and call

" an
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U Englifh Parliament, to fettle the peace between both King

* c Kingdoms." This was followed by another, figned by Ch",es r -

twelve Peers, with his Majefty at York, and by a third from ^,r -„_j

the City of London. The King finding it impoiTible to

carry on the war, appointed Commiflioners to treat with

the Scots at Rippon, who agreed to a CefTation of Arms
for two Months, from the 26th of October, the Scots to

have eight hundred and fifty Pounds a day for maintenance

of their army ; and the treaty to be adjourned to London,

where a free Parliament, was immediately to be called.

The calling an Englifh Parliament was the grand affair

that had been concerted with the Scots before their coming;

into England ; and it was high time ; becaufe to all appear-

ance this was the laft crifis for recovering the' Conftitution ;

for if the Irifh <and Englifh armies were raifed to reduce

Scotland, under the arbitrary power of the Prerogative (as

Lord Clarendon confeffes) what could be expected, but that

afterwards they mould march back into England, and efta-

blifh the fame defpotick Power here, with a (landing army,

beyond all recovery.

Sad and melancholy was the condition of the prime Mi- Sad Condi-

nifters, when they faw themfelves reduced to the neceffity court auhc
of fubmitting their conduct to the examination of an Eng- calling the

lifh Parliament, fupported by an army from Scotland, LonS Parlia*

and the general difcontents of the People! feveral of the
raen *

Courtiers began to fhift for themfelves ; fome withdrew

from the Storm, and others having been concerned in one
illegal project or other, deferted their Mailers, and made
their peace, by difcovering the King's Counfels to the

leading Members of Parliament, which difabled the Junto
from making any confiderable efforts for their fafety. All

Men had a veneration for the perfon of the King; though

his Majefty had loft ground in their affections by his ill

iifage of his Parliaments, and by " taking the faults of
*' his Minifters upon himfelf." But the Queen was in no
manner of efteem with them who had the Proteftant KelU
gion, and the Liberties of their Couutry at heart. The
Bifhops had funk their character by their high behaviour irm

the Spiritual Courts, fo that they had nothing to expect, but

that their wings mould be dipt. And the Judges were de-

fpifed and hated, for abandoning the laws of their Coun~
try, and giving a fanction to the illegal proceedings of the

Council and Star Chamber. As his Majefty had but few
friends of credit or intereft among the people at home, fo

Vol. II. T he
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Kin£« he had nothing to expect from abroad ; France and Spain

idlo
' were P^ea ê(^ w *tn n ' s Diftrefs ; the foreign Proteftants wifh-

\_—y-mu1 ed well to -the opprefled people of England ; they pub-

limed their refentments againft the Bifhops, for their hard

ufage of the Dutch and French Congregations, and gave

it as their opinion, " That a proteftant King that counte-
" nanced Papifts, and at the fame time drove his Proteftant

" Subjects out of the Kingdom, was not worthy the af-

" fiftance of the reformed Churches, efpecially after he had
*' renounced Communion with them, and declared openly,
" that the Religion of the Church of England was not the
" fame with that of the foreign Proteftants."

Death of Three confiderable Divines, of a very different chafac-
Mr. Ball, ter, died about this time ; Mr. John Ball, educated in Bra-

zen Nofe College, Oxon, and afterwards Minifter of

Whitmore, a fmall Village near Newcaflle in Staffordihire,

where he lived upon twenty Pounds a year, and the profits

of a little School. He was a learned and pious Man, de-

fending as high efteem (fays Mr. Baxter) as the beft Bifhop

in England, though he was content with a poor Houfe, a

mean habit, and a fmall Maintenance. Being diflatisfied

with the terms of Conformity, it was fome time before he

could meet with an opportunity to be ordained without Sub-

fcription, but at laft he obtained it from the hands of an

Irifh Bifhop, then occafionally in London ; though he lived

and died aNon-conformift, he was againft a Separation, and

writ againft Mr. Can and Mr. Robinfon upon that head. His

laft Work, entitled, " A Stay againft Straying," was fubfcri-

bed by five moft noted Preibyterian Divines, who all tefti-

fied that he died abundantly fatisfied in the caufe of Non-
conformity, which he diftinguiihed from Separation. His

other Works were very numerous, and of great Reputati-

on in thofe times. He died Oct. 20. 1640, in the fifty fixth

year of his age.

of Dr. Dr. Lawrence Chadderton, born in Lancafhire, 1546,
Chadder- of popifh Parents, who, when they heard their Son had
!°.
nY

.

changed his Religion, difinherited him ; he was firft Fellow

Lives, p. of Chrift College, and afterwards Mafter of Emanuel Col-

24*-
t

lege, Cambridge. King James nominated him one of the

Worthies ^our Reprefentatives of the Puritans in the Hampton-Court

B.II.p. 118. Conference; and afterwards one of the Tranflators of the

Bible. He commenced D. D. 161 2. and governed his

College with great Reputation many years, being remark-

able for Gravity, Learning and Piety ; he had a plain, but

effectual
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King
Charles I. CHAP. VII.

1640.

The Character of the Long Parliament. Their Argu-

ments againfl the late Convocation and Canons.

The Impeachment of Dr. William Loud, Archbifhop

of Canterbury. Votes of the Houfe of Commons
aminft. the Promoters of the late Innovations.

TheL e TT7^ are now entr 'nS upon the proceedings of the Long
Parliament, W Parliament, which continued fitting, with fome little

interrnifTion, for above eighteen years, and occasioned fuch

prodigious Revolutions in Church and Stale, as were the

furprize and wonder of all Europe. The Houfe of Com-
mons have been feverely cenfured for the ill fuccefs of

their endeavours to recover and fecure the Conftitution of

their Country ; but the attempt was Glorious, though a

train of unforefeen accidents rehder'd it fatal in the Event.

The Members were made up chiefly of Country Gentle-

men, who had no attachment to the Court ; for as Whit-
lock obferves, " Though the Court laboured to bring in
u their Friends, yet thofe who had mod favour with them,
" had leaft in the Country ; and it was not a little itrange,

" to fee what a Spirit of opposition to the Court proceed-
" bigs, was in the Heatts and Acnons o*

-

moil: of the Peo-
" p!e, fo that very few of that party had the favour of be-
*' ing chofen Members of this Parliament." Mr. Eachard
infinuates fome unfair methods of Elections, which might
be true on both fides ; but both he and Lord Clarendon ad-

mit, that there were many great and worthy Patriots in the

.Houfe, and as eminent as any age had ever produced ;

Men of Gravity, of Wifdom, and of great and plentiful

Fortunes, who would have been fatisfied with fome te\r

amendments in Church and State.

Before the beginning of the SefTion the principal Mem-
bers confulted meafures for " fecuring the frequency of
" Parliaments ; for redreffing of Grievances in Church
<c and State ; and, for bringing the King's arbitrary Mini-
" iters to Juftice ;" to accomplish which it was thought

• neceffary to fet fome bounds to the Prerogative, and to

leiTen the power of the Bifhops, but it never enter'd into

their thoughts to overturn the civil cv ecclefiaftteal Govern-
ment, as will appear from the <. 1

; teftimony of the

*
I unexceptionable Hiftoi
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" As to their religion (fays the noble hiftorian) they were

" all members of the Eftabliih'd Church, and aimoft to a

'* man for epifcopal government, Though they were un-

" devoted enough to the court, they had ail imaginable du- Th

" ty for the King, and affection for the government; efta-^°"
s Llu "

" blifhed by law or ancient cuiTom ; and without doubt ciarcn.

" the majority of that body were perfons of gravity and Vol. I.

" Avifdom, who being poffeffed of great and plentiful for &C
.

I ">4 '

" tunes, had no rnind to break the peace of the kingdom, or

" to make any confiderable alterations in the government of
" the Church or State." Dr. Lewis du Moulin, who lived

through thefe times, fays, " That both Lords and C i

" mons were raoft, if not all, peaceable, orthodox Church
* e of England men, all conforming to the rites and ceremo-
" nies of epifcopacy, but greatly averfe to popery and tyran-

" ny, and to the corrupt part of the Church that enclined

" towards Rome." This is further evident from their or-

der of Nov. 20. 1640, " That none mould fit in their

." houfe, but fuch as would receive the Communion accord-
" ing to the ufage of the Church of England". The Com-
mons, in their grand remonftrance of Dec. 1. 1641. de-

clared to the world, *' That it was far from their pnrpofe
<c to let loofe the golden reins of difcipline and govern ment
" in the Church, to leave private perfonsj, or Darticular
i( congregations, to take up what form of divine fervice they
<l pleafed ; for we hold it requifite (fay they) that there

" mould be throughout the whole realm a conformity to
<e that order which the law enjoins, according to the word
tc of God". The noble Hiiforian adds further, ei That e-

,

*' ven after the battle of Edgehill the defign agaipft the
ii Church was not grown popular in the houfe ; that in

" the years 1642. and 1643. ihe Lords and Commons
" were all in perfect conformity to the Church of England,
" and fo was their army, tiie general and officers both by
" fea and land being neither Prefbyterians, Independants,
" Anabaptiils, nor Conventiclers ; and that, when they call

" their eyes upon Scotland, there were in truth very few in

" the two houfes who defired the extirpation of epifcopacy.

" Nay, his lordiliip is of opinion, that the nation in general
" was lefs inclined to the Puritans than to the Papifts; at

" leaft, that they were for the eftablifhment ; for when
K the King went to Scotland [1041] the Common Prayer
" was much reverenced throughout the kingdom, and was
" a general object of veneration with the people—There

T 3 was
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Character

if the lead-

ing Mem-
bers among
the Peers.

Earl of

EiTex.

Claren.

Vol. I.

f>.
1K2.

185, 189,

211, 212,

233> 507.
Vol. II.

f, 211,

212, 214,
46a, 597,
&C>
Ear! of

Bedford.

Lord Kim
bokon.

F:>rl r,f

Warwick,

" was a full fubmiflion and love to the eftablifhed govern-
" merit of the Church and State, efpecially to that part of
" the Church which concerned the liturgy and Book of
46 Common Prayer ;" which, though it be hardly credible,

as will appear hereafter by the numbers of petitions from
feveral counties againft the Hierarchy, yet may ferve to

filence thofe of his Lordfhip's admirers, who through igno-

rance and ill-will have reprefentcd the long Parliament,

and the body of the Puritans, at their firft fitting down,
as in a plot againft the whole ecclefiaftical eftablifhment.

If we may believe his Lordfhip's character of the lending

members of both houfes, even of thofe that were mod ac-

tive in the war againft the King, we fhall find they

were true Churchmen according to Law; and that they

had no defigns againft epifcopacy, nor any inclination to

Prefbytery, or the feparation.

The Earl of EiTex was general of the Parliament army,
and fo great was his reputation, that his very name com-
manded thoufands into their fervice. It had been im-

poilible for the Pailiament to have raifed an army, in

his Lordfhip's opinion, if the earl of Eflex had not con-

fented to be their general ; and " yet this nobleman, fays

" he, was not indevoted to the function of Bifhops, but
" was as much devoted as any man to the Book of Com-
'? mon Prayer, and obliged all his fervants to be prefent with
" him at it ; his houfhold Chaplain being always aconforma-

J*
ble man, and a good fcholar."

The Earl of Bedford was general of the horfe under

the Earl of Effex, " but he had no defire that there fhould

" be any alteration in the government of the Church ; he
" had always lived towards my lord of Canterbury himfelf,

" with all refpefr. and reverence ; he frequently vifitcd and
" dined with him, fubferibed liberally to the repairing

t* St. Paul's, and feconded all pious undertakings."

Lord Kimbolton, afterwards Earl of Manchefter, was a

man of great generofity and good breeding; and no man
was more -in the confidence of the difcontented party, nor

more trufted ; he was commander of part of the Parliament

forces, and rather complied with the chances of the times

than otherwife ; he had a confiderable fhare in the reltoration

of King Charles the fecond, and was in high favour with

him til! his death.

The Earl ot Warwick was admiral of the parliament fleet;

he was the perfoh who feized on the Kind's mips, and em-
ployed them againft him during the whole oourfe oi the

war;
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war; he was looked upon as the greateft patron of S^e Pu-

ritans, and yet " this Nobleman (fays Lord Clarendon) ne-

" ver difcovered any averfion to epifcopacy, but much pro-

" fefTed the contrary".

In truth (fays the noble Hiftorian) when the bill was

brought into the houfe to take away the Bifhcps votes in

Parliament, there were only at that time taken notice of in

the Houfe of Peers, the Lords Say, and Brook, as pofitive

enemies to the whole fabrick of the Church, and to defire

a diffolution of the government.

Among the leading members in the Houfe of Commons Charafter

we may reckon" William Lenthal Efqj their Speaker, £S^
" who was of no ill reputation for his affection to the Go-b«sin the

" vernment both of Church and State" ; (fays his Lordfhip) Hou '*c »f

and declared on his death-bed after the reftoration, that he °
^f™

" 8*

had always believed epifcopal government to be the beft go- Lenthal

vernment of the Church, and accordingly died a dutiful the Speaker.

fon of the Church of England.

Mr. Pym had the greateft. influence in the Houfe f
Mt* p>'m -

Commons, and was in truth the mod popular man, and

mofl able to do hurt, of any that lived in his time ; and

yet Lord ClaTendon fays, " Though he was an enemy to

" the Arminians, he profeft to be very entirely for the
'* doctrine and difcipline of the Church of England, and
" was never thought to be for violent meafures, till the

" King came to the Houfe of Commons, and attempted
" to feize him amongfl the five Members."

Denzil Hollis, Efq; after the Reftoration promoted to MrHo!!is<

the dignity of a Baron, was at the head of all the Parlia-

ment's counfels till the year 1647. " He had an indigna-

" tion (fays Lord Clarendon) againft the Independants,
" nor was he affected to the Preibyterians, any otherwife
" than as they conftituted a party to oppofe the others,

" but was well pleafed with the government of the Church."
Sir H Vane the Elder did the King's affairs an unfpeak- r̂H' Vane *

able prejudice and yet ei
in his judgment he liked the go-

" vernment both of Church and State; nay, he not only
<c appeared highly conformable himfelf, but exceeding
" fharp againit thofe that were not."

Sir John Hotham was the gentleman who fhut the gates sir John

of Hull againft the King's forces; fhed the firft blood that was Hotham.

fpilt in the civil War ; and was the firft his Majcfly pro-

claimed a traitor ; and yet his lordfhip declares, M He was
" very well affeded to the government."

T 4 His
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King His Lordfhip is a little more dubious about the famous

1 sir
' ^r* Hampden, but fays, That moll people believed " his

1 ,^ ._$
" diilike was rather to fome Churchmen, than to the eccle-

Mr. Hamp- (t
fiaftical government of the Church."

Of" h
^ 1THSnt mention Mr. Whitlock, Selden, Langhorne, and

Effex's others, who are reprefented without the leaft inclination to

Tarty. Prefbytery ; but it is fufTicient to obferve from his Lordfhip,
" That all the Earl of Effex's party in both houfes, were
" men of fuch principles, that' they defired no alteration in
*' the court or government, but only of the perfons that

a&ed in it ; nay, the chief officers of his army were fo zea-
" lous for the liturgy, that they would not hear a man as a

Miniflcr that had no epifcopal ordination.

And others. Nathaniel Fiennes, Efq; Sir H. Vane, jun. and fhortly af-

ter Air. Hampden, were believed to be for root and branch;

yet (fays his Lordfiiip) Mr. Pym was not of that mind, nor

Mr. Hollis, nor any of the northern men, or any of thole

lawyers, who drove on moil: furioufly with them ; all who,
were well pleafed with the government of the Church;
lor tho' it was in the hearts of fome few to remove foun-

dations, they had not the courage and confidence to com-
municr.tc it.

This was the prefent temper and constitution of hot!'.

Houfes of Parliament, from whence his Lordfhip juflly

concludes, " that as they were all of them, almoil: to a
u man, conformifts to the Church ot England, they had ail

cc imaginable duty for the King, and affection for the govern-
'* ment eltablifhed by law ; and as for the Church, the ma-
" jor part even of thefe perfons would have been willing to ia-

" tisfy the King ; the rather, becaufe tiiev had no reafon
**' to think the two houfes, or indeed either of them, could
" have been induced to purfue the contrary." Plow injuri-

ous then are the characters of thofe Church-hiflorians, and

others, who have reprefented the members of this Parliament,

even at their firit fitting down, as men of the new religion, or

of no religion, Fanaticks, and men that had form'd deep dc-

figns againil the whole constitution in Church and State.
"• :r -

e Parliament was open'd Nov. 3. with a moft gracious

Speecli from the throne, wherein his Majefty declare?, he

concur with them in fatisfying tiieir juft grievances,

leaving it with them where to begin. Only fome offence

was taken at his Majcfty's calling the Scots, Rebels, at

a time when there was a pacification with them ; upon

which his Majefty came to the hodfe, and initead of

(boning his language, very imprudently avowed the ex-

pivilion,

l'lanr.eul O-

pened,
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preflion. faying, " Ke could call them neither better nor Ki:--

u v.orfe." Ti-, e houfes petitioned his Majefty to appoint a l6 .Q
fair, for a Divine Bleffings upon their Ccunfels, which was i_- — _,

rved Nov. 17, the Reverend Air. Maifhal and Mr.

E urges preached before the Commons ; the former on

3» Chron. xv. 2. " The Lord is with you, while you are

" with him ; if you feek him he will be found of you, but

" if vcu forfake him he will forfake you." The latter on

15." They fhall afk the way to Zion with their faces

f thitherward, faying, Come, and let us join ourfelves to

" the Lord in an everlafting Covenant that fhall not be
' c forgotten." The Sermons were long, but delivered

with a great deal of caution : The houfe gave them thanks,

. piece of plate for their labours. The Bifhops of

Durham and Carlifle preached before the Lords in the Ab-
be*- Church of Weftminfter; the one a Courtier, and the

other a favourer of the Puritans. The Lord's day follow-

all the Members in a body received the Sacrament

from the hands of Bifhop Williams, Dean of Weftminfter,

not at the rails about the Altar, but at a Communion Table,

; by order of the houfe, in the middle of the Church,
lor that purpoie.

At their firft entring upon bufinefs they appointed four They ap-

grand Committees ;* the firft to receive petitions about P°.lnt Com-

mittees.
grievances of Religion, which was afterwards fubdivided

into twenty or thirty ; the fecond for the affairs of Scot-

land and Ireland ; the third for Civil Grievances, as Ship-

v, Judges, Courts of Juftice, Monopolies, 6Vc. the

fourth concerning Popery and plots relating thereunto.

Among the grievances of Religion, one of the firft things

that came before the houfe, was, the acts and canons of

the late Convocation; feveral warm ipeeches were made Speeches a-

againft the compilers of them, Nov. 6, and among others gainftthe

Lord Digby, who was as vet with the Country Party, ftood
late Canons -

up and laid, " Does nor every Parliament Man's heart
" rife, to fee the Prelates ufurping to themfelves the grand
" pre-eminence of Parliaments ? the granting fublidies

" under the name of a benevolence, under no lefs a pe-
" nalty to them that refufe it, than the lofs of Heaven
" and earth ; of Keaven by excomunication, and of Earth
'* bv deprivation, and this without redemption by appeal ?

" VV hat good man can think with patience, of fuch an en-
" fnaring oath, as that which -the new- Canons enjoin to be
* taken, by Minifters, Lawyers, Phyficians, and Gradu-
st

ates in the Univerfity, where, befides the fwearing fuch

" a*
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*p
nS " aa impertinence, as that things necefTary to Salvation

1640.
" are contained in difcipline; befides the fwearing thofe to

\_*-^rm*

J

{i be of divine Right, which, among the learned was never
" pretended to, as the ARCH Things in our Hierarchy ;

" befides the fwearing not to confent to the change of
" that, which the Hate may, upon great reafons, think fit

" to alter; befides the bottomlefs perjury of an Et Csetera ;

" befides all this, men muff fwear that they fwear freely

" and voluntarily, what they are compelled to ; and laftly,

" that they fwear to the oath in the literal fenfe, whereof
** no two of the Makers themfelves, that I have heard of,

" could ever agree in the understanding."

Sir B. Rudyard, Sir
J.

Culpeper, Sir Edward Deering,

Sir Harbottle Grimftone, fpoke with the fame warmth, and

fatyrical wit, for discharging the Canons, dismounting them,
and melting them down ; nor did any Gentleman (land up
in their behalf but Mr. Holbourn, who is faid to make a

fpeech of two hours length in their vindication ; but his ar-

guments made no imprefhon on the houfe, for at the clofe

of the debate, a Committee of twelve Gentlemen, among
whom were Mr. Selden, Maynard, and Coke, was appoin-

ted to fearch for the warrants by which the Convocation

was held, after the Parliament broke up, and for the Let-

ters Patents of the Benevolence, and for fuch other mate-

rials as might afTiit. the houfe in their next debate upon this

argument, which was appointed for December 14, when
fpme of the Members would have aggravated the crime of

the Convocation to High Treafon, but Serjeant Maynard
and Mr. Bagfhaw moderated their refentments, by convin-

cing them, that they were only in a praemunire. At the

clofe of the debate the houfe came to the following Re-
solutions.

Refolutiont Refolved Nem. Contradicente, " That the Clergy of
agauM a ]7 n g] ant] convened in any Convocation or Synod, or other-

Dec '15, 16. " wife, have no power to make any Conftitutions, Canons,
" or Acls whatfoever, in matters of Doctrine, Difcipline,

" or otherwife, to bind the Clergy or Laity of the Land,
" without confent of Parliament.

Refolved, " That the feveral Conftitutions and Canons

Ecclefiaflical, treated upon by the Archbifhops of Canter-

**. bury and York, Prcfidents of the Convocations for

" their refpeftive Province*, and the reil of the Bifhops and
4< Clergy of thofe Provinces, and agreed upon with the

" King's Majefty's licenfc, in their feveral Synods begun
" at
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;< at London and York, 1640, do not bind the Clergy or KinS

" Laity of the Land, or either of them. ^640."

Refolved, " That the feveral Constitutions and Canons iv^VA^J
<c made and agreed to in the Convocations or Synods
w abovementioned, do contain in them many matters con-

" trary to the King's Prerogative, to the fundamental
" Laws and Statutes of this Realm, to the Rights of Par-

" liament, to the property and liberty of the Subject, and

f l matters tending to fedition, and of dangerous confe-
if quence.

Refolved, " That the leveral grants of Benevolences or

" Contributions, granted to his moft excellent Majefty by

*S the Clergy of the Provinces of Canterbury and York,
" in the leveral Convocations or Synods holden at London
" and York, in the year 1640, are contrary to the Laws,

f
l and ought not to bind the Clergy."

If the firft of thefe Refolutious be according to Law, I Remarks,

doubt there were then no Canons fubfifting, for thofe of

1603, were not brought into Parliament, but being made
in a Parliamentary Convocation, were ratified by the King
under the Great feal, and fo became binding to the Clergy,

according to the Statute of the 25th of King Henry VIII.

In the Saxon times all Ecclefiaftical Laws and Conftitutions

were confirmed by the Peers, and by the Reprefentatives

of the People ; but thofe great Councils, to which our

Parliament fucceed, being made up of Laicks and Ecclefi-

aiticks, were afterwards divided and then the Clergy did

their bufinefs by themfelves, and enacted Laws without

confirmation of King or Parliament, during the reign of

Popery, till the A£t of the SubmilTion of the Clergy to

King Henry VIII. lb that the claim of making Canons
without confent of Parliament, feemed to ftand upon no
other foundation than the ufurped power of the Pope ; nor

did the Parliament in thofe times yield up their right, for

in the 51ft of Edward III. the Commons paffed a bill,

That no A£t or Ordinance mould be made for the future

upon the petition of the Clergy, without confent q£ the

Commons ; " and that the faid Commons mould not be
" bound for the future by any conftitutions of the Clergy,
" to which they had not given their confent in Parliament."

But the bill was dropt, and things went on upon the former
foot till the reign of King Henry VIII. when the Pope's

ufurped power was fet afide, and both Parliament and Cler-

gy agreed (by the A& of SubmilTion) that no Canons mould
be binding without the Royal Affent ; nor that the Clergy

in
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K'ns in Convocation fhould fo much as confult about any, with-

164/0
' out l^e King's fpccial licenfe ; but Serjeant Maynard faid

^_^-
v
^-«ji in the Houfe, that it did not follow, that becaufe the Clergy

Fullers Ay- might not make Canons without the King's Licenfe, that
peal, p. 42. therefore they might make them, and bind them on the

Clergy by his licenfe alone ; for this were to take away the

ancient rights of Parliament before the Pope's Ufurpation,

which they never yielded up, nor does the Act of Submif-

fion of the Clergy take away. Upon this rcafoning the

Commons voted their firfl Refolution, the ftrength of which
I leaxeto the consideration of the reader.

The arguments upon which the ether refolutions are

founded will be put together, after we have related the pro-

ceedings of Convocation.

Proceeding* The Convocation was opened Nov. 4. Dr. Bargrave, Dean
of Convoca- of Canterbury, preached the Setmon, and Dr. Steward,

Dean of Chichefter, was chofen Prolocutor, and prefented

to the Archbifhop's acceptance in King Henry the Vllth's

Chapel, when his Grace made a pathetick Speech, lament-

ing the danger of the Church, and exhorting every one

prcfent to perform the duty of their places with Refolution,

and not to be wanting to themfelvcs, or the caufe of Re-
ligion ; but nothing of"moment was tranfacted, there being

no commiffion from the King ; only Mr. Warmiftre, one

of the Clerks for the Diocefe of Worcefter, being convin-

ced of the invalidity of the late Canons, moved the houfe,

That " they might cover the pit which they had opened,"

and prevent a parliamentary inquifition, by petitioning the

King for leave to review them ; but his motion was rejected,

the houfe being of opinion that the Canons were juftifiable ;

no would they appear fo mean as to condemn themfelvcs

before they were accufed. Mr. Warmiftre fuffered in the

opinion of his brethren within doors for his cowardly

fpeech ; and was reproached from without as an enemy to

the Church, and a Turn-coat, becaufe he had fubicribed

M,-. War- thole articles which now he condemned. This obliged

mirtre's h i .ii to publifh his Speech to the World, in which, after
Speech.

having declared his fatisfaction in the dcclrine, difciplinc and

government of the Church of England, as far as it is cila-

blifhed by law, he goes on to with there had been no private

innovations brought in ; for though he approves of an out-

ward reverence in the worfhip of God, he is againft direct-

ing it to Altars and Images. He apprehends it reafonable,

that fuch innocent ceremonies as have a proper tendency

to decency and order mould be retained, but wifhes

the
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the removal of Crofles and Images out of Churches, as King

fcandalous and fuperftitious, having an apparent tendency
,

a

^
es
/'

towards Idolatry ; and that there might be no lighted Can-

dles in the day-time ; he then gives his reafons againft the

Oath in fhe fixth Canon, and concludes with thefe words

;

" If my Subfcription be urged againft what I have faid,

" I was perfuaded it was the practice of Synods and
" Councils, that the whole body mould fubfcribe to thofe

" Acts which are pafled, by the major part, as Synodical

*' Acts, notwithftanding their private diiTent ; if my fub-

" fcription implied any more, I do fo far recant and con
" demn it in myfelf, and defire pardon both of God and
" the Church, refolving by God's Grace to be more cau-
" tious hereafter." Mr. Warmiftre's behaviour fhewed

him to be a wife and difcreet Clergyman ; and his being fe-

queftered from his livings fome time after, for not fubmit-

ting to the Parliament, fhews him to be a man of princi-

ple, not to be moved from his integrity by the refentments

of his friends, or the flatteries of his enemies. And though Theydlf-

the Convocation was fo fanguine at their firft coming toge-
per e*

ther, as to defpife Mr. Warmiftre's motion, yet when they

faw the vigorous refolutions of the Houfe of Commons
againft the Canons, and the articles of impeachment againft

their Metropolitan for High Treafon, one of which was
* c for compiling the late Canons," they were difpirited, and

in a few weeks deferted their flations in the Convocation-

Houfe ; the Bifhops alfo difcontinued their Meetings, and

in a few weeks both Houfes dwindled to nothing, and broke

up without Adjournment or Prorogation.

To return to the Parliament ; it was argued againft the Objections of

late Convocation, that they were no legal alTembly after
the Com~

.
* mons s~

the diflolutiort of the Parliament ; that his Majefty had ga jn ft the

no more power to continue them than to recal his Parlia- late Conv<*-

ment ; nor could he, by his Letters Patents, convert them cat10"*

into a national or provincial Synod, becaufe the right of

their Election ceafing at the expiration of the Convocation,

they ought to have been re-chofen before they could act in

the name of the Clergy whom they represented, or bind

them by their Decrees. 'Tis contrary to all law and rea-

fon in the world, that a number of men met together

in Convocation, upon a Summons limited to a certain

time, fhould, after the expiration of that time, by a new
CommiiTion, be changed into a national or provincial Synod,

without the voice or election of any one perfon concerned.

The
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King The Commons were therefore at a lofs what Name to

1640?
ca^ ^is extaordinary Affembly by, being in their opinion,

5_;ft
- — _i neither Convocation nor Synod, becaufe no reprefenta-

tive body of the Clergy. The Words Convocation and
Synod are convertible Terms, and fignify the fame thing,

but 'tis effential to both that they be chofen by the Cler-

gy, if they are to make Conftitutions and Canons to bind

them. Some, indeed, have thought of a fmall diftinction,

as that a Convocation mull begin and end with the

Parliament, whereas a Synod may be called by the King
out of Parliament, but then fuch an Affembly cannot

give Subftdies for their Brethren, nor make Laws to'

bind them.
And againft The Objections to the particular Canons are thefe

:

the Canon.. T> Againft the Firft Canon it was argued, That the

Compilers of it had invaded the Rights and Prerogative

of Parliament, by pretending to fettle and declare the

extent of the King's Power, and the Subjects Obedience.

By declaring the facred Order of Kings to be of Divine

Right, founded in the prime laws of Nature and Revela-

tion, by which they condemned all other Governments.

By affirming, that the King had an abfolute Power over

all his Subjects, and a Right to the Subfidies and aids of

his people, without confent of Parliament.

By affirming, that Subjects may not bear arms againft

their King, either offenfive or defenfive, upon any Pre-

tence whatfoever, upon pain of " receiving to themfelves
" Damnation."

By taking upon themfelves to define fome things to be

Tieafon not included in the Statute of Treafons.

And, Laftly, by inflicting a penalty on fuch of the

King's Subjects as fhall dare to difobey them^ in not read-

ing and publifhing the above-mentioned particulars ; in all

which cafes it was averred, that they had " invaded the
" Rights of Parliament, deftroyed the Liberty of the Sub-
w ject, and fubverted the very fundamental Laws and

1 " Conftitutions of England."

II. It was objected againft the fecond Canon, that they

had affumed the legiflative Power, in appointing a new
Holy Day, contrary to the Statute, which I'nys, there fhall

be fuch and fuch Holy days, and no more.

IV. It was objected againft the fourth Canon, thai

whereas the determination of Herefy is exprefly referved

to Parliament, the Convocation had declared that to be

Ik rely
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Herefy which the Law takes no notice of ; and had Con- King

demned Socinianifm in general, without declaring what ^l"
was included under that denomination, fo that after all, it t^yy"^
was left in their own breafts whom they would condemn

and cenfure under that character.

VI. It was objected againfl the fixth Canon, that it im-

pofed a new Oath upon the Subject, which is a power

equal, if not fuperior to the making a new Law. It was

argued likewife againfr. the Oath itfelf, that in fome parts

it was very ambiguous and doubtful, and in others directly

falfe and illegal.

We are to fwear in the Oath, that " we approve the Objeaion:

" Doctrine, Difcipline, or Government eflabliihed in the !p
inft lhe

*' Church of England," and yet we are not told wherein Oath,

that Doctrine and Difcipline is contained ; whether by the

doctrine of the Church we are to understand only the

Thirtv nine Articles, or likewife the Homilies and Church
Catechifm ; and by the Difcipline, only the Book of Ca-

nons, or likewife all other ecclefiaftical Orders, not re-

pealed by Statute ; for it is obfervable, that the Words
of the Oath are, " As it is eflablifhed," and not, " As
" it is eflabliihed by Law." And the ambiguity is fur-

ther encreafed by that remarkable Et caetera, inferted

in the body of the Oath ; for whereas Oaths ought to be

explicit, and the Senfe of the Words as clear and deter-

mined as pofTible, we are here to fwear to we know not

what, to fomething that is not expreffed ; by which means
we are left to the arbitrary interpretation of the Judge,
and may be involved in the guilt of Perjury before we are

aware.

But befides the Ambiguity of the Oath, it contains fome
things falfe and illegal ; for it affirms, the government of

the Church by Archbifhops, Bifhops, Deans and Archdea-
cons, to be of Divine Right ; for after we have fworn to

the Hierarchy as eflablifhed by the Law of the Land, we
are to fwear further, that " by Right it ought fo to ftand :"

Which words are a mere tautology, or elfe rauft infer

fome further Right than that which is included in the legal

eftablimment, which can be no other than a Divine Right.

Now, though it fhould be allowed, that the government of
the Church by Bifhops is of Divine Right, yet certainly

Archbifhops, Deans and Archdeacons can have no pretence

to that claim.

Befides, to fwear, " never to give our confent to alter the
" Government of this Church by Archbifhops, Bifhops &c.

" as
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King " as it flands now eftablifhed, is directly contrary to the
CharJes I.

1640.
Oath of Supremacy, for in that Oath we are fworn to affift

his Majefty in the exercife of his ecclefiaflical Jurifdiction or

Government, by his CommifTion under the Great Seal, di-

rected to fuch Perfons as he fliall think meet ; fo that if his

Majefty mould think fit at any time to commifTion other per-

fons to exercife ecclefiafHcal jurifdiction than at prefent, we
are fworn by the Oath of Supremacy, not only to confent,

but to aid and affift. him in it ; whereas in this new Oath we
fwear, never to confent to any fuch alteration.

Nothing is more evident, than that the Difciplihe of the

Church is alterable ; the Church itfeff laments the want

of godly Difcipline ; and many of the Clergy and Laity

with and defire.an amendment ; it is therefore very unrea-

fonable, that all that take degrees in the Univerfities, many
of whom may be Members of Parliament, mail be fworn

beforehand, " never to confent to any Alteration." And
though 'tis known to all the world, that many of the con-

forming Clergy are diffatisfied with fome branches of the

prefent Efrablifhment, yet they are to fwear, that they take

this Oath Heartily and Willingly, though they are com-
pelled to it under the penalties of Sufpenfion and Depriva-

tion. Some objections were made to the feventh, and other

Canons, but thefe were the chief.

Remarks. Archbifhop Laud, in his anfwer to the Impeachment of

the Houfe of Commons againft himfelf, boldly undertakes

to refute all thefe objections, and to juftify the whole, and

every branch of the Canons ; his words are thefe, " I hope
" I am able to make it good in any learned Affembly in

€( Chriftendom, that this Oath, and all thofe Canons (then

" made, and here before recited) and every branch in them,
" are juft and orthodox, and moderate, and mod neceffary

" for the prefent condition of the Church of England, how
" unwelcome foever to the prefent diftempers." Lord

Clarendon expreffes himfelf modeftly on the other fide ; he

doubts, whether the Convocation was a legal AfTcmbly after

the diffolution of the Parliament, but is very fure, that their

proceedings are not to be juft ificd ;
" The Convocation-

" houfe, (fays he) which is the regular and legal affembling

** of the Clergy, was after the determination of the Parlia-

" ment, continued by a new Writ under the proper title of

" a Synod, made Canons, which certainly it might do ;

" and gave Subfidies out of Parliament, and enjoined
il Oaths which certainly it might not do ; in a word, did

" many things which in the belt of times might have, been
" queftioh'dj7
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* £ queftioned, and therefore were fure to be condemned in King

« the worft." The Parliament that fat after the Refto-
Cha

; 6

es I>

ration was of the fame mind with his Lordfhip, fdrafmuch ,__ _
*

*_
_f

as thefe Canons were excepted out of the Act of 13 Car.

il. cap. 12. and declared of no validity. Air. Eachard is of

opinion, that the Synod that framed thefe Canons was not

a legal Reprefentative of the Clergy after the diffolution of

the two Houfes. But Bifliop Kennet in his complete Hif- Kennet, p.

tory, fays, That thefe publick cenfures of the Canons were Xl 3-

grounded upon prejudice and faction ; that it is hard to find

any defect of legality in the making them ; and that if thefe

Canons are not binding, we have no proper Canons fince

the Reformation ; he therefore wifnes them, or fome others

like them, revived, becaufe '* in very much of Doctrine
** and Difcipline they are a good example to any future
*' Convocation ; and, that we can hardly hope for unity,

" or any tolerable regularity, without fome Conftitutions

" of the like nature." Strange ! that a dignified Clergy-

man, that held his Bifhoprick upon Revolution Principles,

fhould wifh the fubverfion of the Conftitution of his Coun-
try, and declare for principles of perfecution. If I might
have liberty to wifh, it fhould be, That neither we nor our

pofterity may ever enjoy the Bleffmgs of unity and regula-

rity upon the foot of fuch Canons.

Upon the fame day that the Houfe pafTed the abovemen- Archbifhop.

tioned Refolutions againft the Canons, feveral warm Speech- Laud 'fri-

es were made againft the Archbifhop of Canterbury, as the Hi>h Trea-
chiet Author of them ; and a Committee was appointed to ion, Dec. 16,

enquire more particularly, how far his Grace had been con-

cerned in the Proceedings of the Convocation, and in the

treafonable defign of fubverting the Religion and Laws of

his Country, in order to draw up a Charge againft him.

Next day the Earl of Briftol acquainted the Houfe of Lords,

that the Scots Commiftioners had prefented fome papers a-

gainft the Archbifhop of Canterbury, which were read by
the Lord Paget, and then reported to the Houfe of Com-
mons, at a Conference between the two Houfes. Their
charge confifted of divers Grievances (which had occafion-

ed great disturbances in the Kingdom of Scotland) ranged
under three heads, of all which they challenged the Arch-
bifhop to be the chief Author upon earth.

The firft branch of the charge confifted of " Divers al- The Scots
<c terations in Religion, impofed upon them without Or- charge.

" der, and againft Law, contrary to the form eftablifh-

" ed in their Kirk ; " as, his enjoining the Bifnops to ap-

Vol. IL U pear
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pear in the Chapel in their Whites, contrary to the cuftom

of their Kirk, and the Archbifhop's own promife ; his di-

recting the Englifh Service to be read in the Chapel twice

a day ; his ordering a lift of thofe Councellors, and Sena-

tors of 'the College of Juftice, who did not communi-
cate in the Chapel, according to a form not received in

their Kirk, to be fent up to him, in order to their being

punifhed ; his prefumptuous cenfuring fhe practice of the

Kirk, in Fading fometimes on the Lord's Day, as oppo-

site to Christianity it felf j his obtaining warrants for the

fitting of the High Commifiion Court ohce a week at

Edinburgh ; and his directing the taking down of galleries

and flone walls in the Kirks of Edinburgh and St. An-
drews, to made way for Altars, and Adorations towards the

Eaft.

The fecond branch of their charge was, " his obtruding
" upon them a Book of Canons and Conftitutions Eccle-
" fiaftical, devifed, for the eftablilhing a tyrannical power
*' in the perfons of their Prelates, over the Confciences,
" Liberties, and Goods of the People ; and for abolifhing
" that Discipline and Government of their Kirk, which was
" fettled by Law, and had obtained amonglr. them ever
" fince the Reformation." For proof of this they alledged

that the Book of Canons was corrected, altered, and en-

larged by him at his pleaJure, as appears by the interline-

ations, and marginal Notes in the Book, written with the

Archbifhop's own hand : That he had added fome entire

new Canons, and altered others, in favour of Superftition

and Popery ; and in feveral Inftances relating to the cen-

fures of the Church, had lodged an unbounded power in the

Prelates over the Confciences of Men.
The third and great Innovation with which they charged

the Archbifhop, was, " The Book of Common Prayer, Ad-
*\ miniftration of the Sacraments, and other parts of Divine
" Worfhip, brought in without warrant from their Kirk, to

*' be univerfally received as the only form of Divine Service,

" under the highefr. pains both Civil and Ecclefiaftical ;

<c which Book contained many Popifh Errors and Cere-
<c monies, repugnant to their Confeflion of Faith, Con-
" ftitutions of their General Affcmblies, and to Afts of
'* Parliament." Several ot thefe errors are mentioned in

the Article, aud they declare themfelves ready, when de-

fired, to difcover a great many more of the fame kind ;

all which were impofed upon the Kingdom, contrary to their

earned fupplicatJons ; and upon their refufal to receive the

Service
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Service Book, they were, by his Grace's initiation de- Krrtg

dared Rebels and Traitors ; an Army was raifed to fubdue j 6^
'

them, and a prayer compofed and printed by his direction, u—v~**^

to be read in all the Parifh Churches in England, in time

of Divine Service, wherein they are called " Traitefous

" Subjects, having cad ofF all Obedience to their Sove-
" reign ;" and Supplication is made to the Almighty, to

cover their faces with lhame, as Enemies to God and the

King. They therefore pray, that the Archbilhop may be

immediately removed from his Majefty's Prefence, and that

he may be brought to a trial, and receive fuch cenfure

as he has deferved, according to the laws of the King-

dom.

The Archbilhop has left behind him a particular Anfwer His Grace's

to thcfe Articles, in his Diary , which is writ with a pecu- reply.

Jiar iharpnefs of Stile, and difcovers a great opinion of his

own abilities, and a fovereign contempt of his Adverfaries

;

but either from a diftrulr. of the ftrength of his reply, or

for fome other reafons, his Grace was pleafed wifely to e-

vade the whole charge at his trial, by pleading The Act of

Oblivion at the pacification of the Scots troubles.

When the report of thefe Articles was made to the

Commons, the refentment of the Houfe againlt the Arch-
bilhop immediately broke out into a flame ; many fevere

Speeches were made againfl his late conduct ; and among
others, one was by Sir Harbottle Grimlfone, Speaker of _.„_.
that Parliament that reftored the King, who flood up and

ft one's

faid, " That this great Man, the Archbilhop of Canterbu- Speech a-

" ry, was the very Sty of all that peliilential filth that had Samfthlm'

" infefted the Government ; that he was the only Man
" that had advanced thofe, who, together with hi-mfelf,

" had been the Authors of all the Miferies the Nation now
" groaned under. That he had managed all the projects
*' that had been fet on foot for thefe ten years pall, and
" had ccndefcended fo low as to deal in Tobacco, bv
" which thoufands of poor people had been turned out of
" their trades, for which they ferved an apprenticefhip ;

" that he had been charged in this Houfe, upon very firong
" proof, with defigns to fubvert the Government, and al-

** ter the Proteftant Religion in this Kingdom, as well as

" in Scotland ; and there is fcarce any grievance or cora-
" plaint comes before the Houfe, wherein he is not men-
** tioned, like an angry wafp, leaving his fting in the tail
* 4 of every thing." He therefore moved, that the charge
of the Scots Commiffioners might be fupported by an ins-

U 2 peachmettt
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pcachment of their own ; and, that the queflion might

now be put, " Whether the Archbifhop had been guilty of
" High Treafon ?" Which being voted, Mr. Hollis was
immediately fent up to the bar of the Houfe of Lords to

impeach him in the Name of all the Commons of Eng-

Parliament. land, and to defire, that his' perfon might be fequeftered,

and that in convenient time they would bring up the par-

ticulars of their Charge ; upon which his Grace being com-
manded to withdraw, flood up in his place and faid, " That
" he was heartily forry for the offence taken againfl him,
" but humbly defired their Lordfhips to look upon the whole
cc courfe of his Life, which was fuch, as that he was per-

" fuaded not one Mar. in the Houfe of Commons did believe
<( in his heart that he was a Traitor." To which the Earl

of EfTex replied, " That it was a high reflection upon the

" whole Houfe of Commons, to fuppofe they would charge
*' him with a crime which themfelves did not believe." Af-

ter this his Grace withdrew, and being called in again, was
delivered to the Ufher of the Black Rod, to be kept in fafe

cuftody, tiil the Ho-tfe of Commons lhouid deliver in their

Articles of Impeachment.

Upon the 26th of February Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden,
and Mr. Maynard, by order of the Commons, went up to

the Houfe of Lords, and at the Bar of the Houfe prefented

their Lordihips with fourteen articles, in maintenance of

their former charge of High Treafon againfl the Archbi-

fhop, which were read, his Grace being prefent.

In the firfl, he is charged with endeavouring to fubvert

the Conflitution, by introducing an arbitrary Power of Go-
vernment,without any Limitation or Rule of Law. In the fe-

cond, he is charged with procuring Sermons to be preached,

and other Pamphlets to be printed, in which the Authority

of Parliaments is denied, and the Abfolute Power of the

King aftcrtcd to be agreeable to the Law of God. The
third Article charges him with interrupting the courfe of

Juflice, by meflages,thrcatnings, and promiies to the Judges.

The fourth, with felling Juftice in his own Perfon, under

colour of his Ecclcfiaflic.il Jurifdiction, and with advi-

fing his Majefly to fell Places of Judicature, contrary

to Law. In the fifth, he is charged with the Ca-

nons, and Oath, impofed upon the Subject by the late

Convocation. In the fijeth, with robbing the King of hi<

Supremacy, by denying the Kcclefiaflical Jurifdiction to

be derived from the Crown. In the fe\uuh, wilh bring-

ing in Popifh Doctrincr, Opinion-, and Ceremonies, con-

trary-

Heads of the

impeach-

ment of the

H. of Com-
mons.



Chap. VII. of the Purita n s.

trary to" the articles of the Church, and cruelly perfe-

cting thofe who oppofed them. In the eighth, he is char-

ged with promoting perfons to the higher!: and bell: prefer-

ments in the Church who are corrupt in doctrine and man-
ners. In the ninth, with employing fuch for his domeflick

Chaplains, as he knew to be popifhly affected, and com-
mitting to them the licenfing of Books, whereby fuch wri-

tings have been publifh'd, as have been fcandalous to the

Proteftant Religion. The
4
tenth article charges him with

fundry attempts to reconcile the Church of England with

the Church of Rome. The eleventh, with difecuntenan-

cing of preaching, and with filencing, depriving, imprifoning,

and banifhing, fundry godly and orthodox Miniilers. The
twelfth, with dividing the Church of England from the

foreign Proteftant Churches. The thirteenth, with being

the author of all the late difturbances between England and

Scotland, And the laft, with endeavouring to bereave the

kingdom of the legiflative power, by alienating the King's

mind from his parliaments.

At the delivery of thefe articles Mr. Pym declared, that

the Commons referved to themfelves the liberty of preient-

ing fome additional articles, by which they intended to make
the charge more particular and certain, as to time and other

circumftances ; and pray'd their lordfhips to put the caufe

into as quick a forwardnefs as they couki.

When the Archbifhop had heard the articles read, he Archb-fliop

made his obeifance to the houfe, and faid, ** That it was a rr,caki! for

" great and heavy charge, and that he was unworthy to
ime '

" live if it could be made good ; however, it was yet but
<c

in Generals, and Generals made a great noife, but were
" no proof. For human frailities he could not excufe
" himfelf, but for corruption in the leaft degree, he feared

" no accufer that would fpeak truth. But that winch went
*' neareft him, was, that he was thought falfe in his Religi-

" gion, as if he mould profef's with the Church of England,
" and have his heart at Rome."

1

' He then befou°;ht iheir

Lordfnips, that he might enlarge himfeif, and fo made a

fhort reply to each article, which confifted in an abfolute

denial of the whole. But the lords voted him to the Tower; He is fent to

whither he was carried in Mr. Maxwell's coach through fhe Tower.

the city, on Monday, March i. It was defigned he fhcald

have pafs'd incognito, but an Apprentice in Newgate Street

happening to know him, railed the mob, which furrounded

the coach, and followed him with huzza's and infults till

he got within the Tower gate. Indeed, fuch was the

U 3 univerla!
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King univerfal hatred of all ranks and orders of men againft this

^640. ' fevere prelate, for his cruel ufage of thofe that had fallen in-

L— - _» to his hands in the time of his profperity, that no man's fall

in the whole kingdom was fo unlamented as his. His Grace
being lodged in the Tower, thought it his intereft to be

quiet, without fo much as moving the Lords to be brought

to a trial, or putting in his anfwer to the articles of impeach-

ment, till the Commons, aftes two or three years, exhibited

their additional articles, and moved the peers, that he might
be brought to judgment.

PriWrs of Before the Archbifhop was confined he had the mortifica-
thc Picro-

tjon t fee moft f (-he Church and State prifoners fet at li-

kafed™" beriy ; Nov. 16. the Bifhop of Lincoln was discharged from

Jjffhopof his imprifbnment in the Tower, and his fine remitted.
Lincoln. Next day being a publick Fafi, he appeared in the Abbey

Church at Weftminfter, and officiated as Dean. When
he refumed his feat in the houfe of Lords, he behaved

with more temper than cither the King or the Archbifhop

could expert ; upon which his Majefty lent for him, and en-

deavoured to gain, him over to the Court, by prornifing to

make hjim full fatisfacYion lor his pad iufferings ; in order to

which his Majefty commanded all the judgments that were

filed againft him to be cancelled, and within a twelve-month

trauilated him to the Archbifhoprick of York, with leave to

hold his deanry of Weftminfter in Commendam for three

years : The Bifhop therefore never complained to the houfe

of his fufferings, nor petition'd for fatisfaction.

i'.-vnric, Mr. Prynne, Mr. Burton, and Dr. Baftwick, being re-

Burton, manded from the feveral iflands to which they had been

vic ,. confined, upon their humble petition to the Houfe of

Commons, were met fome miles out of town by great

numbers of people on horfeback with rofemary and bays in

their hats, and attended into the Ciiy in a fort of triumph,

with loud acclamations for their deliverance ; a few weeks

after, the houfe came to the following refolutions, 'f That
<s the feveral judgments given againft them were illegal, un-
" jiift and againft the liberty of the fubjecSt : That their

'•* feveral fines be remitted ; that they be reftored to their

" feveral profeffjons ; and, that for reparation of their

" loffes, Mr. Burton ought to have fix thoufand pounds,

" and Mr. Prynne and Dr. Baftwick five thoufand pounds
*,' each, out of the eftates of the Archbifhop of Canter*

M bury, the high Commiflioners, and thofe lords who had

P vUul againft them in the Star Chamber; but the

confufion



Chap. VII. of the Puritans. 311

" confufion of the times prevented the payment of the K,ri ?

,, ,, Charles I." money.
_

,640.

Dr. Leighton was releafed about the fame time, and his <
y^^v^m

fine of ten thoufand pounds remitted : The reading his pe-

tition drew tears from the houfe, being to this effect.

The humble petition of Alexander Leighton, prifoner in

the Fleet,

Humbly fheweth,
" Hp H A T on Feb. 17. 1630. he was apprehended co- Dr. Leigh-

** X ming from fermon by a high Commiffion Warrant, ton's Peti-

" and dragged along the flreet with bills and flaves to Lon- tlon '

" don Houfe. That the gaoler of Newgate being fent for,

" clapt him in irons, and carried him with a ftrong pow-
" er into a loathfome and ruinous dog-hole, full of rats

" and mice, that had no light but a little grate, and the

" roof being uncovered, the fnow and rain beat in upon
'* him, having no bedding, nor place to make a fire, but
" the ruins of an old fmoaky chimney. In this woful
" place he was fhut up for fifteen weeks, no body being

" fuffered to come to him, till at length his wife only was
" admitted.
" That the fourth day after his commitment the Purfui-

'• vant, with a mighty multitude, came to his houfe to

" fearch for Jefuits books, and ufed his wife in fuch a bar-

*' barous and inhuman manner as he is afhamed to exprefs;
" that they rifled every perfon and place, holding a piifot

" to the breafl of a child of five years old, threatning to

" kill him if he did not difcover the books ; that they broke
" open chefls, preffes, boxes, and carried away every thing,

" even houfhold fluff, apparel, arms, and other things;

" that at the end of fifteen weeks he was ferved with a Sub-
" poena, on an information laid againft him by Sir Robert
" Heath, attorney general, whofe dealing with him was
" full of cruelty and deceit ; but he was then lick, and, in

" the opinion of four phyficians, thought to be poifoned,
*' becaufe all his hair and fkin came off; that in the height
" of this ficknefs the cruel fentence was pad upon him
*' mentioned in the year 1630. and executed Nov. 26 fol-

" lowing, when he received thirty fix (tripes upon his naked
" back with a threefold cord, his hands being tied up to a
tc flake, and then flood almofl two hours in the pillory in

" the frofl and fnow, before he was branded in the face, his

" nofe flit, and his ears cut off; that afteV this he was car-

" ried by water to the Fleet, and fliut up in fuch a room
U 4 " that
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Charl« I
" ^at ^e was never we"» an<^ a^ter ei§^ t y^ars was turned

1640.
' " i" to tne common Gaol " The houfe voted him fatis-

a v-—J faction for his fufFerings; but it does not appear that he had
He is re- any, except being keeper of Lambeth Houfe for a prifon,

which he muft be very unfit for, being now in the feventy

fecond year of his age, and worn out with poverty, weak-
nefs and pain.

T)r. Osbai- Befides thefe, Dr. Ofbaldefton, one of the prebendaries of

others
Weftminfter; the Reverend Mr. Henry Wilkinfon, B. D.

Naifon, of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, Mr. Smith, Wilfon, Small Coo-
p- 3S°. per, and Brewer, who had been in prifon fourteen years;

p
' s7 °" Mr. George Walker, who had been committed for preach-

ing a Sermon, Oct. 14. 1638. at St. John the EvangelhTs,
London, and detained four weeks in the hands of a meflen-
ger, to whom he paid twenty pounds fees. And after his

profecution in the Star Chamber, had been fhut up ten weeks
in the Gate Houfe, and at laft enforced to enter into bond of
a thoufand pounds to confine himfelf prifoner in his brother's

houfe at Chifwick, where he continued till this time, his

parfonage being fequefter'd; and in general, all that were
confined bv the high Com miflion were fet at liberty palling

theirwords to be forth-coming when they fhould be called for.

Authors of The imprifonment of the above-mentioned gentlemen be-
nheiatein- ing declared illegal, 'tis natural to imagine the houfe would

cenfurecT
ma^e fome enquiry after their profecutors. • About the latter

.Dr. Cofms. eil(^ °f January Dr. Cofins, Prebendary of Durham, and after-

wards bifhop of the fame diocefe, was fent for into cuftody,

on account of the fuperftitious innovations which he had in-

troduced into that cathedral. The doctor, in his anfwer, de-

nied the whole charge, and as to the particulars he replied,

that the marble altar with cherubims was fet up before he

was prebendary of the Church; that he did not approve of

the image of God the Father, and that to his knowledge

there was no fuch reprefentation in the Church at Durham ;

that the Crucifix with a blue cap and golden beard was

miftook for the top of Bifhop Hatfield's tomb, which had

been erected twenty five years; that there were but two

candles on the Communion Table ; and; that no more
were ufed on Candlemas Night than in the Chrittmas

Holidays; that he did not forbid the finging the Pfalms in'

metre, nor direct the finging of the Anthem to the three

Kings of Colcn ; nor ul'e a confecrated knife at the Sa-

t>ent. The Lords were fo far fatisficd with the Doc-
V v ', a:, not to commit him at prefent ; but

the Commoiu having voted him unfit to hold any cccle-

fiaftical
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fiaftical promotion, the Doftor forefeeing the florm that
,,
Kins

was coming upon the Church, wifely withdrew into ",j^ *

Trance, where he behaved difcreetly and prudently till the <*.—v-—

'

Reiteration, being fofien'd in his principles by age and

A;Me rings.

Dr. Matthew Wren, late Bifhop of Norwich, and now Bp- Wren.,

of Ely, having been remarkably fevere againft the Puri-
a °"'

tan Clergy in his Biocefes ; the Inhabitants of Ipfwich

drew up a Petition againft him, and prefented it to the

Houfe December 22, 1640, upon which the Committee or

Parliament exhibited a charge againft him, confifting of

twenty five Articles relating to the late Innovations. It was
carried up to the Lords by Sir Thomas Widdrington, and

fets forth, that during the time of his being Bifhop of Nor-
wich, which was about two years, fifty Minifters had

been excommunicated, fufpended, and deprived, " For not
" reading the fecond Service at the Communion Table ;

" for not reading the Book of Sports ; for ufing conceived
" Prayers before the Afternoon Sermon, &c." and that by
his rigorous feverities many of his Majefty's Subjects, to

the number of three thoufand, had removed themfelves,

their families, and eftates, to Holland, and fet up their

Manufacturies there, to the great prejudice of the Trade of

this Kingdom. I don't find that the Bifhop put in a parti-

cular anfwer to thefe Articles, nor was he taken into cufto-

dy, but Only gave bond for his appearance. Some time af-

ter the Commons voted him unfit to hold any ecclefiaftical

preferment in the Church, and both Lords and Commons
joined in a petition to the King, to remove the faid Bifhop

from his Perfon and Service ; fome time after he was im-
prifoned, with the reft of the protecting Bifhops ; after his

releafe he retired to his Houfe at Downham in the Ifle of

Ely, from Whence he was taken by a party of Parliament

Soldiers and conveyed to the Tower, where he continued a

patient prifoner till the end of the year 1659, without be-

ing brought to his trial, or admitted to bail.

Complaints were made againft feveral other Bifhops and And feveral

Clergymen, as Dr. Pierce Bifhop of Bath and Wells, Dr. °ther clei'-

Montague Bifhop of Norwich, Dr. Owen Bifhop of Lan-
&ymen "

daff, Dr. Manwaring Bifhop of St. David's ; but the Houfe
had too many affairs upon their hands to attend their Profe-

cutions. Of the inferior Clergy, Dr. Stone, Chaffin, Af-
ton, Jones, and fome others, who had been inftruments of
feverity in the late times, were voted unfit for ecclefiaftical

promotions. Dr. Layheld Archdeacon cf EfTex, pleaded

hi»
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King his privilege as a Member of Convocation, according to

1640
' an °'d popifh Statute of Henry VI. but the Committee

over-ruled it, and voted the Doctor into Cuftody of the

Serjeant at Arms. Dr. Pocklington Canon of Windfor,
and Prebendary of Peterborough, was complained of for

two Books, one entituled, The Chriflian Altar ; the other,

Sunday no Sabbath, which had been licenfed by Dr. Bray,

one of the Archbifhop's Chaplains. The Doclor acknow-
ledged his offence at the Bar of the Houfe, confefled that

he h?id not examined the Books with that caution that he
ought, and made a publick recantation in the Church of

Weftminfter ; but Pocklington refufing to recant about

thirty falfe propositions, which the Bifliop of Lincoln had

collected out of his Books, was fentenced by the " Lord
u Keeper to be deprived of his ecclefiaflical preferments ;

u to be for ever difabled to hold any place or dignity in the

" Church or Commonwealth ; never to come within the

Verge of his Majefly's Court ; and his Books to be burnt by
the hands of the common Hangman in the City of Lon-
don, and the two Univerfities ; but both the Doctors

died foon after. The number of petitions that were fent

up to the Committee of Religion from all parts of the

Country againfl: their Clergy is incredible ; ibme complain-

ing of their fuperflitious impositions, and others of the im-

morality of their lives, and neglect of their cures ; which

fhews the little efleem they had among the people, who
Avere weary of their yoke, and refpecled them no longer

than they were under the terror of their Excommunications.
Mutinous Such was the Spirit of the populace, that it was difficult

of thePeo-
f0 P r£vcnt tne 'r out-running Authority, and tearing down

ji^. in a tumultuous manner what they were told was illegally

fet up. At St. Saviour's Southwark the Mob pulled down
the rails about the Communion Table. At Halflead in

Eflex they tore the Surplice, and abufed the Service Book
;

nay, when the Houfe of Commons was affembled at St.

Margaret's Weflminfrer, as the Pried: was beginning the

fecond fervice at the Communion Table, fome at the lower

end of the Church began a Pfalm, which was followed by

the Congregation, fo that the Minifter was forced to defiff.

But to prevent thefe feditious practices for the future, the

Lore 1
-, and Commons paffcJ a very fevcre fentence on the

Rioters, and published the following order, bearing Date

Jan. 1 6th, 1 640-1, appointing it to be read in all the Pa-

rim Churches of London, Wtflminftcr, and the Borough
Votes to f Southward (viz-) " That Divine Service mail be pci-
^vcm lL

formed
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** formed as it is appointed by the A6fo of Parliament of King

" this Realm ; and that all fuch as difturb that wholefome Ch
^

s

J'u order mail be feverely punifhed according to Law." But ^_ _
,_j

then it was added, " That the Parfons, Vicars, and Cu-
" rates of the feveral Parifhes, mail forbear to introduce

" any Rites or Ceremonies that may give offence, other-

?•' wife than thofe which are eftablifhed by the Laws of

" the Land." The defign of this provifo was to guard

againft the late innovations, and in particular, againft the

Clergy's refufing the Sacrament to fuch as would not re-

ceive it kneeling at the Rails.

There was fuch a violent clamour againft the High Cler- Service of

gy, that they could hardly officiate according to the late in- negiea;ed,

junctions, without being affronted, nor walk the Streets in

then Habits (fays Nalfon) without being reproached as Po-

pifii Priefts, Ca^far's Friends, &c. the reputation of the

Liturgy began to fink ; reading Prayers was called a Life-

Jefs Form of Worfhip, and a quenching the Holy Spirit,

whole affiltances are promifed in the matter, as well as the

manner of our prayers ; befides, the Nation being in a cri-

fis, it was thought impofTible that the old Forms ihould be

fuitable to the exigency of the times, or to the circum-

ftances of particular perfons, who might defire a Share in

the devotions of the Church. Thofe Minifters, therefore,

who prayed with fervency and devotion, in words of their

own conception, fuitable either to the Sermon that was

preached, or to the prefent urgency of affairs, had croud-

ed and attentive Auditories, while the ordinary fervice of the

Church was deferted as formal, lifelefs, and without Spirit.

This difcipline of the Church being relaxed, the Brow- Hirtory of

nifts or Independants, who had affembled in private, and tfle Indepen-

fhifted from Houfe to Houfe for twenty or thirty years, took
nu

n
!i

SCOnU"

courage, and mewed themfelves in publick. We have Of M r.

given an account of their original, from Mr. Robinfbn and Lathop,

Mr. Jacob, in the year 1616, which lafl was fucceeded by Penee

Mr. John Lathorp, formerly a Clergyman in Kent, but

having renounced his orders, he became paftor of this little

Society. In his time the Congregation was difcovered by
Tomlinfon, the Bifhop's Purfuivant, April 29th, 1632, at

the Houfe of Mr. Humphry Barnet, a Brewer's Clark, in

Black Fryars, where forty two of them were apprehended,

and but eighteen efcaped : Of thofe that were taken, fome
were confined in the Clink, others in New-prifon and the

Gate-houfe, where they continued about two years, and

were then reieafed upon bail, except Mr. Lathorp, for

whom

me.
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King whom no favour could be obtained ; he therefore petition'd

-640?
' me King for liberty to depart the Kingdom, which being

1 .—
v
—*j granted, he went in the year 1634, to New England, with

about thirty of his Followers. Mr. Lathorp was a Man of

learning, and a meek and quiet Spirit, but met with fome
uneafinefTes, upon occafion of one of his people carrying

his child to be baptized by the pariih, Minhler ; fome of the

congregation infilling, that it ihould be re-baptized, be-

caufe the other Adminiflration was not valid ; but when the

queflion was put, it was carried in the negative, and refol-

ved by the majority, not to make any declaration at pre-

fent, " Whether or no Pariih Churches were true Church-
" es r" upon this fome of the more rigid, and others who
were diiTatisfied about the lawfulnefs of infant Baptifm, de-

fircd their difmiflion, which was granted them ; thefe fet up
by themfelves, and chofe Mr. Jeffe their Miniiler, who laid

the foundation of the firft Baptifl Congregation that I have

met with in England. But the rcfl renewed their Covenant,
" To walk together in the Ways of God, fo far as he had
" made them known to them, and to forfake all faife

" Ways." And fo fleady were they to their Vows, that

hardly an inflance can be produced, of one that deferted to

the Church by the fevereft profecutions.

Mr. Canne. Upon Mr. Lathorp's retiring to New England the Con-
gregation chofe for their Pallor the famous Mr. Canne, Au-
thor of the Marginal References in the Bible, who after he
had preached to them in private Ploufes for a year or two,

was driven, by the feverity of the times into Holland, and

became Pallor of the Brownift Congregation at Amller-

dam.

Mr. iFTov.e. After Mr. Canne, Mr. Samuel Howe undertook the pal-

loral care of this little Flock j he was a Man of Learning,

and printed a fmall Treatife, called, " The Sufficiency of
4< the Spirit's Teaching.'.' But not being fufficiently upon
his guard in convcrfation, he laid himfelf open to the Infor-

mer;, by whofe means he was cited into the Spiritual

Courts, and excommunicated ; upon this he abfeonued, but

being at laft taken, he was (hut up in clofe prifon where he

died. His friends would have buried him in Shoreditch

Church Yard, but being excommunicated the Officersof

the Pariih would not admit it, fo they buried him in a piece

of ground at Annifced Clear, where many of his Congfl

tion were buried after him.

Upon Mr. Howe's death thr little Church was forced to

fake Up with a Lay-man, Mr. Stephen More, jl Citizen of

London

'
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London, of good natural parts, and of confiderable fub- King

ftance in the World; he had been their Deacon for fome c *^ '

years, and in the prefent exigency accepted of the paftoral
,_ ,

—
v
—^j

Office, to the apparent hazard of his Eftate and Liberty.

But the face of Affairs beginning now to change, this poor They ap-

Congregation, which had fubfifted almofl by a Miracle for peat in pub-

above twenty four years, fhifting from place to place, to
1C *

avoid the notice of the Publick, ventur'd to open their

Doors in Dead Man's Place, in Southwark, Jan. 1 8th,

1640-1. Mr. Fuller calls them a Congregation of Ana-

baptifls, who were met together to the number of eighty ;

but by their Tournal or Church Bock, an Abftracl of

which is now before me, it appears to be Mr. More's Con-
gregation of Independants, who being affembled in Dead
Man's Place on the Lord's Day, were disturbed by the

Marfhal of the King's-Bench,and moil of them committed

to the Clink prifon. Next Morning fix or feven of the

Men were carried before the Houfe of Lords, and charged

with denying the King's Supremacy in ecclefiaftical matters,

and with preaching in feparate Congregations, contrary to

the Statute of the 35th of Eliz. The latter they confeffed,

and as to the former, they declared to the Houfe, " That
** they could acknowledge no other head of the Church but
" Chrift ; that they apprehended no Prince on earth had
'* power to make laws to bind the confeience ; and that
M fuch laws as were contrary to the laws of God, ought not
" to be obeyed ; but that they difowned all foreign power
" and jurifdiction." Such a declaration a twelvemonth

ago would have cod them their Ears ; but the Houfe, in-

ftead of remitting them to the ecclefiaftical Courts, difmif-

fed them with a gentle Reprimand, and three or four of

the Members came out of curiofity to their Affembly next

Lord's-day, to hear their Minifter preach, and fee him ad-

minister the Sacrament, and were fo well fatisfied, that they

contributed to their collection for the poor.

To return to the Parliament. It has been obferved, that Votes of '

one of their Refolutions at firft fitting down, was to reduce ^^j^f
the powers of the Spiritual Courts. The old Popifh Ca- novations,

nons, which were the laws by which they proceeded (as far

as they had nor been repealed by particular Statutes) were
fuch a labyrinth, that when the Subject was got into the

Commons he knew not how to defend himfelf, nor which
way to get out. The Kings of England had always declined a

reformation of the ecclefiaflical Laws, tho' a plan had been

laid before them ever fince the Reign of King Edward VI.

But
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^ins But the grievance was now become infufferable, by the

ifiap
" Rurnbers of illegal imprifonments, deprivations, and fines

levied upon the iubjeolin the late times, for crimes not action-

able in the Courts of Weftminfter Hall; it was neceffary there-

fore to bring the affairs of the Church to a parliamentary ftan-

dard, but till this could be accomplished by a new law, all

that could be done was to vote down the late innovations,

which had very little effect ; and therefore on the 23d of

January they ordered commifhoners to be fent into all

counties, to demolifh and remove out of Churches and Cha-
pels, all

u images, altars, or tables turned altarwife, cruci-

'* fixes, fuperftitious pictures, and other monuments and
" relicts of Idolatry, agreeably to the injunctions of King
Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth ; but how far, and upon
what emergent occafions, the Houfe of Commons, who are

but one third of the legiflature, may lawfully appoint Com-
mifiioners to put the laws in execution, without the concur-

rence of the other two, I mull leave with the reader.

Votes a- The univerfity of Cambridge having complained of the
gamil Sub " oaths and fubferiptions impofed upon young ftudents at their

of the uni- . inatriculation, as, " fubferibing to the Book of Common
verfity. " Prayer, and to the thirty nine articles," the Houfe of

Commons voted, " That the ftatute made twenty feven
" years ago in the Univerfity of Cambridge, impofingupon
*' young fcholars a fubfeription, according to the thirty fixth

" canon of 1603. is againftlaw, and the liberty of the fubject,

" and ought not to be impofed upon any ltudents or gra-
" duates whatfoever." About five months forwards they

paffed the fame refohition for Oxford, which was not unrea-

fonable, becaufe the Univerfities had not an unlimited power,

by the thirty fixth Canon, to call upon all their Students to

fubferibe, but only upon fuch lecturers 01 readers of divinity

whom they had a power of licenfing ; and to this I conceive

the lafl: words of the Canon refer ;
" But if either of the U-

" niverfities offend therein, we leave them to the danger
" of the law and his Majefty's cenfure.

Dcf)-n of
^nd li ought to be remember'd, That all the proceedings

«Uir Votes, of the Houie of Commons this year, in punilliing delin-

quents; and all their votes and resolutions about the cir-

cumftanccs of publick worfhin, had no other view, than

the cutting off thofe illegal additions and innovations, which

the iniquity of the late times had introduced, and reducing

the difcipline of the Church to the ftandard of fiatute Law.

No man was puniihed for acting according to law ; but the

difpleafure
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difpleafure of the hou r
r: ran high againft thofe, who in their KinS

publick miniftrations, or in their ecclefiaflical Courts, had
j6
" *

bound thofe things upon the fubjecl which were either con-

trary to the laws of the land, or which th: laws had taken no

notice of.

CHAP. VIII.

The Antiquity of Liturgies, and of the Epifcopal Order,

debated between Bifhop Hall and Smeclymnuus. Pe-

titions for and againft the Hierarchy. Root and

Branch Petition. The Minifters petition for Refor-

mation. Speeches upon the petitions. Proceedings a-

gainft Papifts.

TH E debates in the Houfe of Commons about the Eng- Pamphlet*

lifh liturgy and hierarchy, engaged the attention of the fo1
;
anda-

whole nation, and revived the controverfy without doors. |
a

'-fCODaCT

The prefs being open great numbers of anonymous Pam-
phlets appeared againft the eftablifhment, not without inde-

cent anxi fevere language, under thefe and the like titles ;

" Prelatical Epifcopacy not from the Apoftles. Lord Bifhops
" not the Lord's Bifhops. Short View of the Prelatical
li Church of England. A Comparifon between the Litur-
'•' gy and the Mafs Book. Service Book no better than a
" Mefs of Pottage, 6Vc." Lord Brook attacked the order of

Bifhops in a treatife of the nature of epifcopacy, wherein he
reflects, in an ungenerous manner, upon the low pedigree

of the prefent Bench, as if nothing but a noble defcent could

qualify men to fit among the Peers. Several of the Bifhops

vindicated their pedigree and defcent, as Bifhop Williams,

Moreton, Curie, Cook, Owen, &c. and Archbifhop Ufher
defended the order, in a treatife, entitled, "The apoftolicalin-

ftitution of Epifcopacy ;" but then, by a Bifhop, his Lordfhip

underftood no more, than a ftated president over an affem-

bly of Prefbyters, which the Puritans of thefe times were
willing to admit. But the moft celebrated writer on the fide Bp. HaU'&

of the eftablifhment, was the learned and pious Bifhop Hall, Dmne

who at the requeft of Archbifhop Laud had publifhed a trea-
^ifa, ^

rife, entitled " Epifcopacy of divine right," as has been related.

This Reverend Prelate, upon the gathering cf the prefent

ftorm, appeared a fecond time in its defence, in an humble
remonftrance to the high Court of Parliament ; and fome

time
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time after, in a defence of that remonftrance, in vindica-

tion of the antiquity of liturgies, and of diocefan epifcopacy.

The Bifhop's rcmonflrance was anfwered by a celebrated

by treatife, under the title cf Sme&vmnuus, a fictitious word,
made up of the initial letters of the names of the authors

(vi •

) Stephen Marfhal, Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young,
Matthew Newcomen, and William Spurftow. When the

Biihop had replied to their bock, thefe Reverend Divines

publifhed c * a vindication of their Anfwer to the humble re-

monfrrartce ;'' which being an appfeal to the legiflature on
both fides, may be fuppofed to contain the merits of the

controverfy, and will therefore defeive the reader's attention.

The debate was upon thefe two heads;

Abirratl of

the contro-

vedy upon
Antiquity

of Liturgies,

*p. Hall.

£roe£rym-
nuus for

Liberty of

Prayer.

I. Of the antiquity of liturgies, or forms of Prsyer.

II. Of the apoftoiical infitution of diocefan Epifcopacy.

The Bifhop begins with liurgies, by which he Under-

ftands, " Certain prefcribed and limited forms of Prayer,
" compofed for the publick fervicc of the Church, and ap-
" pointed to be read at all times of publick worfhip". The
antiquity of thefe, his lordfhip derives down from Mofes, by

an uninterrupted fucceflion to the prefent time. " God's
" people, fays he, ever fince Mofes's day, conftantly prac-
" tiled a fet form, and put it over to the times of the Gof-
** pel. Our bleffed Saviour, and his gracious forerunner,

" taught a direcl form ofprayer. When Peter and John went
" up to the Temple at the ninth hour of prayer, we know
" the Prayer wherein they joined was not of an extempore
fi and fudden conception, but of a regular prefcription ;

" and the evangelical Church, ever fince, thought it could
" never better improve her peace and happinefsj than in

** compofing thofe religious models of invocation and
" thankgiving, which they have traduced unto us, as the

" liturgies of St. James, Bafil, and Chryfoflom, and which,
** though in fome places corrupted, ferve to prove the thing

« itfelf."

Sme6tymnuus replies, That if there had been any liturgies

in the times of the firft and molt venerable antiquity, the

great inquirers after them would have produe'd them to the

world before this time ; but that there were none in the

Chrittian Church is evident from Tertullian, in his Apol.

cap. 30. where he fays, the Chriflians of thofe times, in

their publick aflemblies, pray'd " fine monitore quia de pe-

« aorc*
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" ctore; [without any prompter but their own hearts."

And in his treatife of prayer he adds, There are fome things

to be afked according to the occafions of every man. St.

Auftin fays the fame thing, Ep. 121. It is free to afk the

fame things that are defired in the Lord's Prayer, Aliis atque

aliis verbis, fometim.es in one manner of expreflion, and

fometimes in another. And before this Juftin Martyr, in

his apology fays, S •crpoer^, the Prefident, or he that inftructed

the people, prayed according to his ability, or as well as he
could. Nor was this liberty of prayer taken away till the

times when the Arian and Pelagian herefies invaded the

Church ; it was then firft ordained, that none mould pray
" Pro arbitrio, fed femper eafdem preces ; that they
*' mould not ufe the liberty which they had hitherto pra£ti-

" fed, but mould always keep to one form of Prayer,", Con-
cil Laod. can. 18th. But mil this was a form of their own
compofing, as appears by a canon of the council of Carthage,

Anno 397. which gives this reafon for it, *' Ut nemo in pre-

f* cibus vel patrem, pro filio, vel filium, pro patre nominet,
ic & cum altari adfiftitur femper ad patrem dirigatur ora-
" tio; & quicunque fibi preces aliunde defcribit, non iis

<c utatur nifi prius eas cum fratribus ihftru&ioribus contule-
" rit, i. e. That none in their prayers might miftake
" the Father for the Son, or the Son for the Father ; and

f* that when they aflift at the altar, prayer might be always
" directed to the Father; And whofoever compofes any dif-

" ferent forms, let him not make ufe of them, till he has firft

*? confulted with his more learned brethren." It appears

from hence, that there was no uniform prefcribed liturgy at

this time in the Church, but that the more ignorant priefts

might make ufe of forms of their own compofing, provided

they confulted their more learned brethren ; but at length it

was ordained at the council of Milan, Anno 416. that none
fhould ufe fet forms of prayer, but fuch as were approved in

a fynod. They go on to tranfcribe from Juftin Martyr and Primitive

Tertullian, the manner of publick worfhip in their times, Manner of

which was this ; firft, the fcriptures were read, after read-
0lihlP-

ing followed an exhortation to the practice and imitation of

what was read, then all rofe up and joined in prayer, aft-

ter this they went to the Sacrament, in the beginning

whereof the prefident of the affembly poured out pray-

ers and thankfgivings, according to his ability, and the

people faid Amen j then followed the diftribution of

the elements^ and a collection of alms ; this was Juf-

tin Martyt's liturgy or fervice, and Tertuilian's is the

Vol. II. X fame,
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fame, only he mentions their beginning with Prayer before

reading the Scriptures and their Love Feafts, which alfo

began and ended with prayer, and were celebrated with

Tinging of Pfalms. The Sme&ymnuans admit, that our

bleffed Saviour taught his Difciples a form of prayer, but

deny that he defigned to confine them to the ufe of thofe

Words only, nor did the primitive Church fo underftand

it, as has been proved from St. Auftin. The pretended

Liturgy of St. James, Bafil, and St. Chryfoftom, are of

little Weight in this argument, as being allowed by

the Bifhop, and the moft learned criticks, both Pro-

teftants and Papifts, to be full of forgeries and fpuri-

ous infertions. Upon the whole therefore, they challenge

his Lordfhip to produce any one genuine Liturgy, ufed in

the Chriftian Church, for three hundred years after

Chrift *.

From the antiquity of Liturgies in general, the Bifhop
Commenda- defcends to a more particular commendation of that which

is eftablifhed in the Church of England, as that it was
drawn up by wife and good men with great deliberation ;

that it had been fealed with the blood of Martyrs ; and

was fele&ed out of ancient models, not Roman but

Chriftian.

tion of the

Englifh Li

turgy.

Hift. Ref.

Part zd.

* Bifhop Burnet faye , That it was in the fourth Century that the

Liturgies of St. James, St. Bafil, &c. were firft mentioned ; that

the Council of Laodicea appointed the fame prayers to be ufed

Mornings and Evenings, but that thefe Forms were left to the dif-

cretionof every Bifhop ; nor was it made the Subjett of any pub-

lick Confultation till St. AufhVs time, when in their dealing

with Hereticks they found they took advantage from fome of the

Prayers that were in fome Churches ; upon which it was ordered,

that there fhould be no publick Prayers ufed but by common ad-

vice. Formerly, (fays the Bifhop) theWorfhipof God was a pure

and fimple thing, and fo it continued, till Superflition had fo in-

fefted the Church, that thofe Forms were thought too naked, un-

lefs they were put under more artificial rules, and drefled up with

much Ceremony. In every age there were notable Additions

made, and all the Writers almoftin the eighth and ninth Centuries

employed their fancies to find out Myftical Significations for every

Rite that was then ufed, till at length there were fo many MifTals,

Breviaries, Rituals, Pontificals, Pontoifes, Pies, Graduals, Anti-

phonals, Pfalteries, Hours, and a great many more, that the un-

derftanding how to officiate was become fo hard a piece of the

trade, that it was hot to be learned without long practice.

In
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In anfwer to which thefe Divines appeal to the Procla- King

mation of King Edward VI. wherein the original of it is ^'/
s

o
'

publifhed to the World. The Statute mentions four difFe- -_-
u
— _j

rent forms then in ufe, out of which, an uniform office Snvttym-

v/as to be collected, (viz,.) the Ufe of Sarum * of Bangor, nuus
'

s Re ~

of York, and of Lincoln ; all which were Roman rather

than Chriftian ; they admit his Lordfhip's other enco-

miums of the Englilh Liturgy, but affirm, that it was
frill imperfect, and in many places ofFenfive to tender con-

sciences.

The good Bifhop after all, feems willing to compromife bp , Hall's

the difference about prayer ;
" Far be it from me (fays his Conceiiions

" Lordfhip) to difhearten any good Chriftian from the ufe f°f
Libtr°

ic c • 1 i- • T-i • j
ty of prayer.

or conceived prayer in his private Devotions, and upon
*' occafion alio in the publick. I would hate to be guilty
u of pouring fo much water upon the fpirit, to which I

" fhall gladly add oil rather. No, let the full foul freely

" pour out itfelf in gracious expreffions of its holy thoughts,
*' into the bofom of the Almighty ; let both the fudden
" flafhes of our quick ejaculations, and the conftant flames

f of our more fixed conceptions mount up from the altar

" of a zealous heart into the throne of Grace ; and if

" there be fome flops or folecifms, in the fervent utterance
" of our private wants, thefe are fo far from being offen-
(<

five, that they are the moft pleafing rnufick to the ears
tf of that God, unto whom our prayers come; let them
*' be broken off with fobs and fighs, and incongruities of
" our delivery, our good God is no othefways arretted to

r* this imperfect elocution, than an indulgent parent is to
*' the clipped and broken language of his dear child, which
" is more delightful to him than any other imooth oratory.

" This is not to be fuppofed in another, by any man that

'* hath found the true operations of this grace in him-
*< felf .

- What I have profeffed concerning con- Def. of Re-
ts ceived prayers, is that which I have ever allowed, ever m°nttrance,

" praetifed both in private and publick. God is a free

" Spirit, and fo mould ours be, in pouring out our volun-
" tary devotions upon ail occafions ; nothing hinders, but

f that this liberty, and a publick Liturgy mould be good
friends, and go hand in hand together ; and whofoever

would forcibly feparate them let them bear their own
blame the over-rigorous preffing of the Liturgy, to

the juftling out of preaching, or conceived prayers, was
never intended, either by the Law-makers, or moderate

governors of the Church." If the Bilhops, when in

X 2 power'*
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Of the Di-

ftin&ion be-

tween Bi-

(hop and

Prefbyter.

Bp. Hall.

Remonft.

p. 21.

power, had praclifed according to thefe concefiions, their

affairs could not have been brought to fuch a dangerous crifis

as at this time.

II. The other point in debate, between the Bifhop and

his adverfaries, related to the fuperior order of Bifhops.

And here the controverfy was not about the name, which

fignifies, in the Greek, no more than an Overfeer, but

about the office and character ; the Snie£lymnuan Divines

contended that a primitive Bifhop was no other than a Paro-

rochial Paftor, or a preaching Prefbyter, without inequa-

lity, or any proper rule over his Brethren. His Lordfhip,

on the other hand, affirms, that " Bifhops were originally a

" diftincl order from Prcfbyters, inftituted by the Apoftles

" themfelves, and inverted with ihe fole power of ordi-
- l nation and ecclefiaflical Jurifdi£Uon j" that in this fenfe

they are of Divine Inftitution, and have continued in the

Church by an uninterrupted fucceffion to the prefent time.

The Bifhop enters upon this argument with unufual aflu-

rance, bearing down his adverfaries with a torrent of bold

and unguarded expreffions. His words are thefe, " This
" holy calling (meaning the order of Bifhops as diftinc~t

" from Prefbyters) fetches its pedigree from no lefs than

" Apoftolical, and therefore Divine Inftitution Except
" all Hiftories, all Authors fail us, nothing can be more
" plain than this ; out of them we can and do fhew, on
* l whom the Apoftles of Chrift laid their hands, with an
" acknowledgment, and conveyance of Imparity and Ju-
" rifdiction. We fhew, what Bifhops, fo ordained, lived

" in the times of the Apoftles, and fucceeded each other

" in their feveral charges, under the eyes and hands of the

" then living Apoftles. We fhew, who immediately fuc-

'* ceeded thofe immediate Succeffors, in their feveral Sees,

" throughout all the regions of the Chriflian Church, and
** deduce their uninterrupted Line, through all the follow-

" ing ages, to this prefent day ; and if there can be
" better evidence under heaven for any matter of fact (and
'* in this caufe matter of fa6t fo derived, evinceth matter
" of right) let Epifcopacy be for ever abandoned out of
'* God's Church, Again, if we do not fhew out of the
ft genuine and undeniable writings of thofe holy Men,
" who lived both in the times of the Apoftles, and fome
" years after them, and converied with them as their

" bleffed fellow-labourers, a clear and received diftinclion

** both of the names and offices of Bilhops, Prefbyters,

" and
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" and Deacons, as three diftincT:, fubordinate Callings King

'« in God's Church, with an evident Specification of the ^jj*

" duty and charge belonging to each of them ; let this « —^ j
" claimed Hierarchy be for ever hooted out of the

« Church."

The Bifhop admits that the language of Scripture, Bi- Defence,

(hops and Prelbyters are the fame ; that there is a plain p ' 47 '

identity in their denomination, and that we never find thefe

three orders mentioned together, Bifhops, Prelbyters, and

Deacons ; but though there be no diftinclion of names, his

Lordfhip apprehends, that there is a real diftintStion and

Specification of powers ; which are,

I. The fole right of ordination.

II. The fole right of Spiritual Jurifdiclion.

I. The fole right of Ordination his Lordfhip proves from of the right

the words of St. Paul, % Tim. i. 6. " Stir up the Gift of of Ordina-

" God which is in thee by the laying on of my hands ;" V°
ubyBl"

and that this power was never communicated to Prelbyters, £p . Hall,

from the words of St. Jerom, by whom ordination is ex-

cepted from the office of a Prefbyter :
" Quid facit Epif-

" copus, quod non facit Prefbyter, excepta Ordinatione."

And yet (fays his Lordfhip) our Englilh Bifhops do not ap-

propriate this power to themfelves ;
" Say, Brethren, I

" befeech you after all this noife, what Bifhops ever un-
" dertook to ordain a Prefbyter alone, or without the con-
" current impofition of many hands ? This is perpetually
l( and unfailably done by us."

The Smeclymnuan Divines contend on the other hand, Smeajm-

That Bifhops and Prelbyters were originally the fame :
"u"? fo

.

r

That Ordination to the office of a Bifhop does not differ
i,y

rt

prejby-

from the Ordination of a Prefbyter ; that there are no ters.

powers conveyed to a Bifhop which Prelbyters are fecluded

from ; nor any qualification required in one more than in the

other ; that admitting Timothy was a proper Bifhop,

which they deny, yet that he was ordained by the laying

on of the hands of the Prefbytery as well as of St. Paul's,

2 Tim. iv. 14. That the original of the order of Bifhops was
from the Prefbyteries choofing one from among themfelves

to be a ftated president in their affemblies, in the fecond or

third Century ; that St. Jerom declares once and again, that

in the days of the Apoftles, Bifhops and Prefbyters were
the fame ; that as low as his time they had gained nothiag

but Ordination ; and that St. Chryfoftom and Theophyucfc

X 3 affirm^
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King affirm, that while the Apoftles lived, and for fome ages af-

1640. ter
>

names of Bifhops and Prefbyters were not diftin-

._ — _ j guifhed. This (fay they) is the voice of the mod primitive

antiquity *. But the Sme&ymnuans are amazed at his

Xxirdihip's aflertion, that the Bifhops of the Church of

England never ordained without Prefbyters ; and that this

was fo conftant a practice, that no inftance can be produced

of its being done without them. " Strange ! (fay they) when
*' fome of us have been eye-witneffes of many fcores who
" have been ordained by a Bifhop in his private Chapel,with-
" out the prefence of any Prefbyter, except his domeflick
" Chaplain, who only read prayers. Befides, the Bifhops

f* Letters of Orders make no mention of the affiflance of

" Prefbyters, but challenge the whole power to themfelves,

" as his Lordfhip had done, in his Book entitled, " Epif-

" copacy of Divine Right." the fifteenth Section of which
" has this Title, " The Power of Ordination is only in

" Bifhops."

Whether But the main point upon which the Bifhop lays the whole
Prefbyters

fl,re
j-
s f ^ caufe J s

« Whether Prefbvters may ordain
mav ordain . _._ .,, ,-> , r r 1 • 1 n r\

without a without a Bifhop ? ror the proof or this the bmectymnuans
Biftop. produce the Author of the Comment on the Ephefians,

which goes under the name of St. Ambrofe, who fays, that

" in Egypt the Prefbyters ordain if the Bifhop be not pre-

f*
fent ; fo faith St. Auguftine in the fame Words ; and

the Chorepifcopus, who was but a Prefbyter, had power
to impofe hands, and to ordain within his precin6ts with

the Bifhop's Licence ; nay further, the Prefbyters of the

City, of Alexandria, with the Bifhop's leave, might or-

dain, as appears from Con. Ancyr. Carit. 3. where it is faid,

" It is not lawful for Chorepifcopi to ordain Prefbyters or
" Deacons; nor the Prefbyters of the City, without the
*' Bifhop's Letter, in another Parifh ;" which implies, they

* In the Debate of the Houfe on this Hcad.the Authority of that

very ancient Parchment Copy of the Bible in St. James's Library,

fent by Cyrillus Patriarch of Alexandria, to King Charles I being

all written in great Capital Greek Letters, was vouched and sffer-

ted by Sir Simon D'Ewes, a great antiquary, wherein the Pofffcript

to the Epiitles to Timothy and Titus are only this, " The fir ft to

" Timothy, written from Laodicea, to Titus, written from Nico-
" polis," whence lie mferr'fl, that the ftiling of Timothy and Titus

firft Bifliops of F.phcfus and Crete, were the fpurious Additions of

fome Eaftem Bifhop or Monk, at leaf! five hundred Years after

Chrift. Rufhw.Vol. IV.p. 284.

might
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might do it with the Bifhop's Letter, or perhaps without it, King

in their own ; and Firmilianus fays of them that rule in the
,g40

Church, whom he calls Seniores & Praspofiti, that is, Pref-

byters as well as Bifhops, that they had the power of bap-

tizing, and of laying on of hands in ordaining *.

II. The

* It may be fome Satisfaction to the Reader, to fee the Judg-
ment of other learned Men upon this argument, which has broke

the bands of brotherly Love and Charity, between the Church of

England and all the foreign Proteftants that have no Bilhops.

The learned Primate of Ireland, Archbifhop Ulher, in his letter

to Dr. Bernard, fays, " I have ever declared my opinion to be, that
" Epifcopus & Prefbyter gradu tantum difFerunt, non Ordine, and
** confequently, that in places where Bilhops can't be had, the Or-
" dination by Presbyters ftands valid ; but the Ordination made
" by fuch Presbyters, as have fevered themfelves from thofe Bi-
" lhops to whom they have fworn Canonical Obedience, I can't
*' excufe from being Schifmatical. I think that Churches that have
" no Bifhops are defective in their government, yet for thejuftify-

" ing my Communion with them (which I do love and honour as
" true Members of the Church univerfal,) I do profefs if I was
" in Holland, I fhould receive the blefled Sacrament at the hands
" of the Dutch Minifters, with the like afredtion as I mould from
" the hands of the French Minifters, was I at Charenton." The
fame moft Reverend Prelate, in his anfwer to Mr. Baxter, fays,

'* That the King having asked him at the Ifle of Wight, whether
" he found in Antiquity, That " Presbyters alone ordained any ?"

" He replied yes, and that he could fhew his Majefty more,
" even where Presbyters alone fucceffively ordained Bilhops, and
" inftanced in Hierom's Words, Epift. ad Evagrium, ofthePref;
" byters of Alexandria, choofmg and making their own Bilhops
" from the Days of Mark, till Heraclus andDionyfius." Baxter's

Life, p. 206.

This was the conftant Senfe of our firft Reformers, Cranmer,
Pilkington, Jewel, Grindal, Whitgift, &c. and even of Bancroft

himfelf; for when Dr. Andrews Bifhop of Ely, moved, That the

Scots Eifhops elett might firft be ordained Presbyters, in the year

1610. Bancroft replied, there was no need of it, fince Ordina-
tion by Presbyters was valid ; upon which the faid Bifhop con-

curred in their confecration. And yet lower when the Archbifhop
of Spalato was in England, he defired Bifhop Moreton to re-ordain

a Perfon that had been ordained beyond Sea, that he might be
more capable of preferment ; to which the Bifhop replied, that

it could not be done, but to the fcandal of the reformed Churches,

wherein he would have no hand. The fame reverend Prelate

adds, in his Apol. Cathol. that to ordain was the Jus Antiquum of
Presbyters. To thefe may be added the Teftimony of Bifhop

Burnet, whofe Words are thefe, " As for the aotion of diftinft

X 4 "of
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King n. The other Branch of Power annexed to the Epifcopal
Ch

I

a

64o.

1
' °ffice

' " Is the fole RiSht of SPiritual Jurifdiaion ;

«.._ —V-~J tri is trie Bifhop feems in fome fort to difclaim ; " Who
of the right " ever (fays he) challenged a fole Jurifdiction ? We willing-
of Junfdic- (i

\y grant, that Prelbyters have, and ought to have, a

13p. Hall.
'* Jurifdiclion within their own charge ; and that in all

" great affairs of the Church they ought to be confulted.
(t We admit, that Bifhops of old had their Ecclefiaftical
il Council of Prefbyters ; and we {till have the fame in our
" Deans and Chapters ; but we fay, that the Superiority

" of Jurifdiclion is fo in the Bifhop, that Prefbyters may
" not exercife it without him, and that the exercife of ex-
" ternal Jurifdiclion is derived from, by, and under him,
* s to thofe who exercife it within his Diocefe." This his

Lordfhip proves from feveral teftimonies out of the Fa-

thers.

Smectym- The Smeclymnuans agree with his Lordfhip, that in the

'J
uu

f..f°

rthe
ancient Church, Bifhops could do nothing without the

ofPrefcytcis. confent or the Clergy ; nor in cafes of Excommunication
and abfolution without the allowance of the whole body

of the Church to which the Delinquent belonged, as ap-

pears from the teftimonies of Tertullian and St. Cyprian i

but they aver, upon their certain knowledge, that our Eng-
lifh Bifhops have exercifed feveral parts of Ecclefiaftical

jurifdiclion without their Prefbyters. And further (fay they)

where, in all antiquity, <lo we meet with fuch Delegates, as

Lay-Chancellors, Commiffaries, and others, as never receiv-

ed impofition of hands ? Thefe Offices were not known in

thofe times ; nor can any inftance be produced of Laity or

Clergy that had them,for above four hundred years after Chrift.

Upon the whole, allowing that in the third or fourth

Century, Bifhops were a diltinCt Order from Prelbyters,

yet, fay thefe Divines, our modern Bifhops of the Church
of England differ very widely from them; the primitive

Bifhops were elected by a free Suffrage of the Prefbyters,

but ours by a Conge d' Eflire from the King. They
did: nor proceed againfl Criminals but with the confent ot

liaeir Prefbyters, and upon the teftimony of feveral Wit-
•

; v. hereas ours proceed by an Oath Ex Officio, by

!:
Offices of Bifhop and Presbyter, I confefs, 'tis not fo clear to

" me, and therefore, fince I look upon the Sacramental Acfions,

" as the higheft of facred Performances, I cannot but acknow-
' ledge thofe who are empowered for them, meft be of the
" highefi Office in the Church." Vindication of the Church of

Scotland, p. 336.

which



Chap. VIII. of the P u R i T a n s. j 29

which men are obliged to accufe themfelves ; the Primitive King

Bifhops had no lordly titles and dignities, no Lay-Chan- C
Jjj£

s l '

cellors, Commiffarles and other Officials, nor did they en- ^_n-v
-

K_j
gage in fecular affairs, &c. After feveral companions of

this kind they recapitulate the late feverities of the Bi-

fhops in their ecclefiaftieal Courts ; and conclude with a

humble Petition to the high Court of Parliament, " That
" if Epifcopacy be retained in the Church, it may be re-

" duced to its primitive fimplicity ; and if they mufl have
" a Liturgy, that there may be a confultation of Divines

" to alter and reform the prefent ; and that even then, it

cc may not be impofed upon the Clergy, but left to the

" difcretion of the Minifter, how much of it to read when
" there is a Sermon*"

By this reprefentation it appears that the Controverfy Remarks,

between thefe Divines might have been compromifed, if

the reft of the Clergy had been of the fame fpirit and tem-

per with Bifhop Hall ; but the Court Bifhops would abate

nothing as long as the Crown could' fupport them. And as

the Parliament encreafed in power, the Puritan Divines

iliffened in their demands, till all methods of an accommo-
dation were impracticable.

While this Controverfy was debated at home, Letters Judgment

were lent from both fides to obtain the judgment of foreign of/°reiSn

Divines, but moft of them were fo wife as to be filent. Dr.

Plume, in the Life of Bifhop Hacket, writes, that Blondel,

Voffius, Hornbeck, and Salmafius, were fent to by the

King's Friends in vain; Blondel writ a very learned Trea-

tife on the Puritan Side ; but Deodate from Geneva, and

Amyraldus from France, wifhed an accommodation, and

(as Plume fays) were for Epifcopal Government. The Pa-

piils triumphed, and had raifed expectations from thefe dif-

ferences, as appears by a Letter of T. White, a Roman
Catholick, to the Lord Vifcount Gage at Dublin, dated

Feb. 12, 1639, in which are thefe words ; " We are in a Foxes and

*' fair way to alfwage Herefy and her Epifcopacy ; for Firebrands,

te Exeter's Book has done more for the Catholicks, than ^ 2
*

" they could have done themfelves, he having written,
" that Epifcopacy in office and jurifdi£tion is abfolutelyJure
" Divine, (which was the old quarrel between our Bifhops
rt and King Henry VIII. during his Herefy) which Book
" does not a little trouble our adverfaries, who declare this

" Tenet of Exeter's to be contrary to the Laws of this

**. Land' All is like to profper here, fo I hope with you
" there." 3ut 'tis certain, the Body of foreign Proteftants

were
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were againft the Bifhops for this reafon among others, be-
caufe they had difowned their Ordinations ; and could it be
fuppofed, they fhould compliment away the validity of their

Adminiftrations to a fet of men that had difowned their

Communion, and turned the French and Dutch Congrega-
tions out of the Land ? No, they wifhed they might be

humbled by the Parliament. Lord Clarendon adds, " They
" were glad of an occafion to publifh their refentments
t( againft the Church, and to enter into the fame confpi-

" racy againft the Crown, without which they could have
" done little hurt.

But the caufe of the Hierarchy being to be decided at

another Tribunal, no applications were wanting on either

and' againft fide to make friends in the Parliament Houfe, and to get

ihe Hierar-

Numbers of

Hands to

chy.

Ctarend.

Vol. I. p.

?04-

The Fo'lv

•fit.

hands to petitions. The induftry of the feveral parties on
this occafion, is almoft incredible; but it being the fafhion

of thefe times to judge of the fenfe of the Nation this way,

meflengers were fent all over England to promote the work.

Lord Clarendon, and after him Dr. Nalfon, and others of

that party complain of great Difingenuity on the fide of the

Puritans : His Lordfhip fays, " That the paper which
'* contained the Minifters Petition was filled with a very
c * few hands, but that many other fheets were annexed,
?* for the reception of numbers that gave credit to the un-
" dertaking; but that when their names were fubfcribed,

" the petition itfelf was cut off, and a new one, of a very
t( different nature, annexed to the long lift of names ; and
" when fome of the Minifters complained to the Reverend
" Mr. Marfhall, with whom the petition was lodged, that

" they never faw the petition to which their hands were an-
" nexed, but had figned another againft the Canons, Mr.
<c Marfhall is laid to reply, that it was thought fit by thofe

*' that underftood bufinefs better than they ; that the lat-

" ter petition fhould be rather preferred than the former.'*

This is a charge of a very high nature, and ought to be

well fupported : If it had been true, why did they not com-
plain to the Committee which the Houfe of Commons ap-

pointed to enquire into the irregular methods of procuring

Hands to Petitions ? His Lordfhip anfwers, that " They
" were prevailed with to fit ftill and pafs it by;" for which

we have only his Lordfhip's word, nothing of this kind

being to be found in Rufhworth, Whitlock, or any difinte-

refted Writer of thofe times.

It cannot be denied, but there was a great deal of art

and perfuafion ufcd to get hands to the Petitions on both

fides.
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fides, and many fubfcribed their names that were not capa- King

ble to judge of the Merits of the Caufe. The Petitions
Ch^ L

againrt the Hierarchy were of two forts ; fome dehring that i
( v

-lm_j
the whole Fabrick might be deflroyed ; of thefe, the chief

was the Root and Branch Petition, figned by the hands of

about fifteen thoufand Citizens and inhabitants of London,

Others petitioned only for a Reformation of the Hierarchy;

of thefe, the chief was the Minifters Petition, figned with

the names of feven hundred beneficed Clergymen, and fol-

lowed by others with an incredible number of hands, from

Kent, Gloucefterfhire, Lancafhire, Nottingham, and other

Counties. The Petitions in favour of the prefent Efta-

bhfhment were not lefs numerous ; for within the compafs

of this and the next year, there were prefented to the King
aud Houfe of Lords, no lefs than nineteen, from the two
Univerfities, from Wales,- Lancafhire, Stafford/hire, and

other Counties, fubfcribed with about one hundred thoufand

Hands, whereof, according to Dr. Walker, fix thoufand

were Nobility, Gentry, and dignified Clergy, One would

think, by this account, that the whole Nation had been

with them ; but can it be fuppofed, the honefl Freeholders

of Lancafhire and Wales could be proper judges of fuch

Allegations in their Petitions as thefe ? That there can be

no Church without Bifhops—that no Ordination was ever

performed without Bifhops ; that without Bifhops there

can be no Prelbyters, and by confequence no Confecration

of the Lord's Supper—that it has never been cuflomary

for Prefbyters to lay hands upon Bifhops, from whence the

disparity of their function is evident that a Bifhop has a

character that cannot be communicated but by one of the

fame Diflin&ion and, that the Church has been go-

verned by Bifhops, without interruption, for fifteen hun-
dred years. Thefe are topicks fit to be debated in a Synod
of learned Divines, but the tacking a hundred thoufand

names of Freeholders on either fide, could prove no more,
than that the honeit countrymen a£f.ed too much by an im-
plicit faith in their Clergy. Loud complaints being made
io the Parliament of unfair methods of getting names to

Petitions, the Houfe appointed a Committee to examine into

the matter ; but there being great faults (as I apprehend)
on both fides, the affair was dropt.

The Root and Branch Petition was prefented to the Houfe
Root ,

Decemb. 11, 164^, by Alderman Pennington, and others, Branch Pe-

in the name of his Majefty's Subjects in and about the City tl!l°n for

of London, and adjacent counties. It wa,s thought to be^'SiT7

the Hierarchy.
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Ki>g the contrivance of the Scots Commiflioners, who were be-
C
"(^!r

1- come very popular at this time. The Petition lhewefh,

That whereas the government of Archbifhops, and Lord
Bifhops, Deans and Archdeacons, cVc. with their Courts,

and Miniflrations in them, have proved prejudicial, and
" very dangerous to the Church and Commonwealth ;

f* They themfelves having formerly held, that they have
«' their jurifdiction or power of human authority, till of
<c late they have claimed their Calling immediately from
tC Chriil, which is agair.il: the laws of this Kingdom, and
" derogatory to his Majeity's State Royal. And whereas
" the faid Government is found, by woful experience, to

*' be a main caufe and occafion of many foul evils, pref-
* c fures, and grievances of a very high nature, to his Ma-
" jefly's Subjects, in their confciences, liberties, and eflates,

" as in a fchedule of particulars hereunto annexed, may
* s in part appear.

" We therefore mod humbly pray aud befeech this

*' honourable Afiembly, the premifes confidered, that the

'< faid Government, with all its dependancies, Roots and
" Branches, may be abolifhed, and all Laws in their be-
** half made void, and that the government, according to

" G xi's Word, may be rightly placed among us ; and
*< we, your humble Supplicants, as in duty bound, ill a 1

1

* e ever pray, &c."

The Schedule annexed to the Petition contained twenty

eight Grievances and Preflures, the chief of which were,

the Bifhops fufpending and depriving Ministers for non-con-

formity to certain Rites and Ceremonies ; their difcounte-

nancing preaching ; their claim of Jure Divino ; their ad-

mrniftring the Oath Ex Officio ; the exorbitant power of

the Iv.ch Commiflion, with the other innovations already

mentioned.

friends of the Eflabliihment oppofed this Petition,

with one of their own, in favour of the Hierarchy, in the

following words.

he honourable the Knights, Citizens, &c. the humble
Petition of, »5cc.

Humbly lhcwcth,
1 iv * "TpHAT whereas of late, a Petition fubferibed by
thiow far « J^ many, who pretend to be Inhabitants of this city,

tttt Hierar-
" hath been delivered, received, and read in this honourable

dq\ « Houk, againit the ancient, prcfent, and by law efr.i-

" blilluJ,
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164.0.

" blifhed, Government of the Church ; and that not fo King

" much for the reformation of Bifhops, as for the utter fub-

" verfion and extirpation of Epifcopacy itielf ; we whofe
" names are underwritten, to fhew there be many, and
" thofe of the better fort of the inhabitants of this city,

" otherwife, and better minded, do humbly reprefent unto
" this honourable Houfe, thefe Confederations following,

1. " That Epifcopacy is as ancient as Chriftianity itfelf

" in this Kingdom.
2. " That Bifhops were the chief inftruments in the re-

" formation of the Church againft Popery, and afterwards

" the mod emsnent Martyrs for the Proteftant Religion,
*' and fince, the befl and ablefl champions for the de-
" fence of it.

3. '* That fince the Reformation the times have been
" very peaceable, happy, and glorious, notwithflanding
" the Epifcopal Government in the Church, and there-

" fore that this Government can be no caufe of our un-
" happinefs.

4. " We conceive, that not only many learned, but divers
tc other godly peribns, would be much fcandalized, and
" troubled in conference, if the Government of Epifco-
** pacy, conceived by them to be an Apoflolical Inflitution,

*' were altered; and fince there is fo much care taken,

" that rto man mould be offended in the leaft Ceremony,
*' we hope there will be fome, that fuch men's Confciences
" may not be preffed upon in a matter of an higher na-
" ture and confequence, efpecially confidering, that this

" Government by Epifcopacy is not only lawful, and conve-
" nient for edification, but likewife fuitable to, and agree-
'* able with the civil policy and government of this State.

5. " That this Government is lawful, it appears by the
" immediate, univerfal, and conftant practice of all the
u Chriftian World, grounded upon Scripture, from the
** Apoftles time to this laft Age, for above fifteen hundred
" years together, it being utterly incredible, if not impof-
" flble, that die whole Church for fo long a time, fhould
" not difcover, by God :s Word, this Government to be
" unlawful, if it had been fo ; to which may be added, that
" the mod learned Proteifants, even in thofe very Churches,
" which now are not governed by Bifhops, do not only
" hold the government by Epifcopacy to be lawful, but
" wifh, that they themfelves might enjoy it.

" Again* that the Government by Epifcopacy is not
** only lawful, but convenient for edification, or as much, or

" more
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Kiug f more conducive to Piety and Devotion tharf any other,
''

it appears, becaufe no modeft Man denies, that the pri-

mitive Times were mod: famous for Piety, Conftancy,
and Perfeverance in the Faith, notwithstanding more
frequent, and more cruel Perfections than ever have

" been fince, and yet if is confeffedj that the Church, in
" thofe times was governed by Bifhops.

" Laftly, That the Government of the Church by Epif-
tc copacy is mo ft fuitable to the form and frame of the
'* Civil Government here in this Kingdom, it appears by
<( the happy and flourifhing Union of them both, for fo long
u a time together ; whereas no Man can give us an affu-

" ranee how any Church Government befides this (where-
" of we have fo long experience) will fuit and agree with
u the civil policy of this State. And we conceive it may
*< be of dangerous confequence for Men of fettled fortunes,

" to hazard their Eftates, by making fo great an altera-

" tion, and venturing upon a new form of Government,
" whereof neither we nor our Anceftors have had any
ft trial or experience, efpecially confidering, that thofe who
" would have Epifcopacy to be abolifhed, have not yet
" agreed^ nor (as we are verily perfuaded) ever will or can
" agree upon any other common form of Government to

" fucceed in the room of it ; as appears by the many dif-

** ferent and contrary Draughts and Platforms they have
" made and publifhed, according to the feveral humours and
" Se£ts of thofe that made them ; whereas, feeing every
" great alteration in a Church or State muft needs be dan-
** gerous, it is juft and reafonable, that whofoever would
" introduce a new Form inftead of an old one, fhould

" be obliged to demonftrate and make it evidently appear
" aforehand, that the Government he would introduce is

w proporfionably fo much better than that he would abo-
'* liih, as may recompenfe the Lofs we may fuftain, and
u may be worthy of the hazard we muft run in abolifhing

*' the one, and in introducing and fettling of the other ;

u but this we are confident can never be done, in regard of
(< this particular.

" And therefore our humble and earneft requeft to at his

" Honourable Houfe is, that as well in this confideration,

" as all the aforefaid, we may ftill enjoy that Gov<
" ment which mod probably holds its Inltitution from the

" Apoftles, and moft certainly, its plantation with oui*

" Chriftian Faith itfelf in this Kingdom, where it hath
•* ever
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" ever fince flourifhed, and continued for many ages with- K'"g

** out any interruption or alteration ; whereby it plainly
" r

6V0t
'

'* appears, that as it is the mod excellent Government in u—y*—^
"

it felf, fo it is the mod: fuitable, raoft agreeable, and

" every way moll proportionable to the civil Conftitutiori

" and Temper of this State ; and therefore we pray and

" hope, will always be continued and preferved in it and
" by it, notwithstanding the abufes artd corruptions which
" in fo long a tract of time, through the errors or negli-

a gence of Men, have crept into it ; which abufes and
" corruptions being all of them (what, how many foever

" they may be) but merely accidental to Epifcopacy, we
" conceive and hope there may be a reformation of the

f one, without a deftru&ion of the other

;

" Which is the humble Suit

« of, &e. &c. &c."

A third Petition was prefented to the Houfe, Jan. 23; Minifies

by ten or twelve Clergymen, in the name of feven hun- Petition for

dred of their Brethren who had figned it> called the Mini- Reformation

n t-i • • • r n i- 1 .•>. r- of the Hie-
iters retition, praying tor a Reformation or certain gne- rarchy.

vances in the Hierarchy, but not an entire fubverfion of

it ; a Schedule of thefe Grievances was annexed, which
being referred to the Committee, Mr. Crew reported three

following, as proper for the Debate of the Houfe ;

I. " The fecular Employments of the Clergy. 2. The
*' fole Power of the Bifhops in Ecclefiaftical Affairs, and
" particularly in Ordinations and Church Cenfures. 3. The
" large Revenues of Deans and Chapters, with the incon-

" veniencies that attend the application of them.

Two days after the delivery of this Petition [Jan. 25.] The King

. his Majefty came to the Houfe, and very unadvifedly in- ln tcrpofe».

terrupted their Debates by the following Speech ;

** There are fome Men that more malicioufly than igno-
** rantly will put no difference between Reformation and
** Alteration of Government : Hence it comes to pafs,
tl that Divine Service is irreverently interrupted, and Pe-
*' titions in an ill way given in, neither difputed nor deni-
" ed, againft the prefent eltablifhed Government, in the

" names of divers Counties* with Threatnings againft the
" Bifhops, that they will make them but cyphers. Now,
" I rauft tell you, that I make a great difference between
" Reformation and Alteration of Government ; though I

" am



33* The HISTORY Vol II.

King " am for ^ fij-^ I cannot give way to the latter. V

1640!
' " f°me °f them nave over-ilrctched their Power, and en-

t. ----miJ " croached too much on the temporality, I fhall not be
" unwilling that thefe tilings mould be redrefled and re-

" formed ; nay further, if you can ihew me, that the

" Bifhops have fome temporal Authority inconvenient for
te the State, and not neceflary for the Government of the
" Church, and upholding Epifcopal jurifdiclion, I fhall not
*' be unwilling to defire them to lay it down ; but this

" mu/l not be underilood that I fliall any ways confent th?t

" their Voices in Parliament mould be taken away, for in

*,' all the times of my PredecelTors, fince the ccnqueft. and
fi before, they have enjoyed it, as one of the fundamental
" Conftitutions of the Kingdom." This unhappy method,

of the King's coming to the Houfe, and declaring his Re-
solutions before-hand, was certainly unparliamentary, and

did the Church no Service ; nor was there any occafion for it

at this time, the Houfe being in no difpofition, as yet^

to order a Bill to be brought in for fubverting the Hie-

rarchy.

In the Months of February and March feveral days

were appointed for the Debate of thefe Petitions j and

when the Bill for the utter extripating the Epifcopal Order

was brought into the Houfe in the Months of May and June,

feveral warm Speeches were made on both fides ; I will fet

the chief of them before the reader in one view, though they

were fpoken at different times.

Speeche? for
Among thofe who were for Root and Branch, or the

Root and total extirpating of Epifcopacy, were Sir Henry Vane, who
Branch.

fl.o0cj Up an[j argUed,
" That fince the Houfe had voted

Vanes's " Epifcopal Government a great Impediment to the Re-
Speech. " formation and Growth of Religion, it ought to be

^
a^'s

> *' taken away, for it is fo corrupt in the Foundation (fays

" he) that if we pull it not down, it will fall about the

" Ears of thofe that endeavour it within a few years. This
te Government was brought in by Antichrifr, and has let

M in all kinds of Superflition into the Church It has
:t been the Inftrument of difplacing the mod: godly and

' confeientious Miniilers, of vexing, punifhing, and ba-
li nifhing out of the Kingdom, the moft religious of nil

* Sorts and Conditions, that would not comply with their

* fuperflitious Inventions and Ceremonies. In a word, it

x has turned the edge of the Government againft the very
c Life and Power of Godlinefs, and the Favour and Pro-

' te&ion of it, towards all profane, fcandalous, and fa*

«' pcrftitiou*

p. 276.
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" perftitious Perfons, that would uphold their Party Su!5I

" It has divided us from the foreign Proteftant Churches, C
^

rI*s r*

" and has done what it could to bind the Nation in perpe-

" tual Slavery to themfelves and their fuperftitious Inven-
" tions, by the late Canons.— Further, this Govern-
" ment has been no lcfs prejudicial to the Civil Liberties

" of our Country, as appears by the Bifhops preaching up
" the DocTxine of arbitrary Power, by their encouraging
** the late illegal Projects to raife Money without Parlia-
* £ ment, by their kindling a War between England and
-*' Scotland, and falling in with the Plots and Combinati-
*' ons that have been entered into againft this prefent Par-
'* liament." Sir Harry concludes from thefe premifes,
" that the Proteftant Religion muft always be in danger,
" as long as it is in the Hands of fuch Governors ; nor
" can there be any hopes of Reformation in the State,

" while the Bifhops have Votes in Parliament ;
' f That

*' the Fruit being fo bad the Tree muft be bad." Let us
** not then halt between two opinions (fays he) but with
" one Heart and Voice give Glory to God, by complying
*' with his Providence, and with the Safety and Peace of
" the Church and State, which is by paffing The Root
" and Branch Bill."

Mr. Serjeant Thomas gave the Houfe a long Historical Serjeant

Narration of the Vicioufnefs and Mifbehaviour of the Bi- Thomas's,

mops, in the times of Popery; of their treafonable and 2n
™'

Ci

P'

rebellious conduct towards their Sovereigns ; of their An-
tipathy to the Laws and Liberties of their Country ; of
their Ignorance, Pride, and Addicrednefs to the Pomp of this

World, to the apparent neglect of their fpiritual Functions ;

and of their enmity to all methods of Reformation to this

day.

Mr. Bagfhaw flood up to reply to the Objections made
againft abolifhing the Order of Bifhops.

'Tis afferted, fays he, " That it is of Divine Right," Mr. Rag-

" which is contrary to the Statute 37 of Henry VIII. J
™'^ '

" cap. 17, which fays, they have their Epifcopal Au- th e R00 t

" thority, and all other Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiclion what- and Eranck

«' foever, folely and only, by and from, and under the Bl11'

" King.
" 'Tis argued, ". That Epifcopacy is infeparable from

" the Crown," and therefore it is commonly faid, " No
" Bifhop, no King ; which is very ridiculous, becaufe the
** Kings of England were long before Bifhops and may ftiil

" depofe them.

Vol. II. Y " 'Tis
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King «< 'Tis faid, That Epifcopacy is a third State in Parlia-

j2j'
I: " ment; but this I deny, for the three States are the

T_ - —
,

_i " King, the Lords Temporal, and the Commons. Kings
" of England have held feveral Parliaments without Bi-

" mops ; King Edward I. in the 24th of his Reign,
" held a Parliament Exclufo Clero ; and in the Parliament
** of the 7 th Richard II. there is mention made of the con-
" fent of the Lords Temporal and the Commons, but not a
" word of the Clergy ; fince therefore the prefent Hierar-
*' chy was of mere human Institution, and had been found
" a very great Grievance to the Subject, he enclined to the
" Root and Branch Petition."

And Mr. Mr. White entered more fully on the merits of the caufe,

White's. and confidered the prefent Bifhops of the Church with re-

gard to their Baronies, their Temporalities, and their Spiri-

tualities.

" The former (fays he) are merely of the Kings Fa-
" vour, and began in this Kingdom the 4th of Wil-
" liam the Conqueror, by virtue whereof they have had
" place in the Houfe of Peers in Parliament ; but in the
" 7th Henry VIII. (1846. Kel.) it was refolved by all

" the Judges of England, that the King may hold his Par-
" Jiament by himfelf, his Temporal Lords and Commons,
" without any Bifhop, for a Bifhop has not any place
" in Parliament by realon of his Spiritualities, but merely
ft by reafon of his Barony, and accordingly Acts of
" Parliament have been without them, as 2 Richard
" II. cap. 3. and at other times ; nor were they ever cal-

" led Spiritual Lords in our Statutes, till 16 Richard II.

" cap. i.

" By the Bifhop's Spiritualities I mean thofe fpiritual

" Powers which raife him above the Order of a Prefbyter ;

'* and here I confider, Firft, His Authority over Prefby-
" ters, by the Oath of Canonical Obedience, by which he

may command them to collect Tenths granted in Convo-
'* cation, according to 20 Henry VI. cap. 13. Secondly,
u His Office, which is partly judicial, and partly minilterial

;

" by the former, he judges in his Courts ot all matters

" Ecclefiaftical and Spiritual within his Diocefe, and of the

" ritnefs of fuch as are prefented to him to be inflituted

u into Benefices ; by the latter he is to facred Places

*' dedicated to Divine Service. 9 Henry VI. cap. 17. he
" is to provide for officiating of Cures in the Avoidance of
" Churches, on neglect of the Patron's prefenting there-

" uuto. He is to certify Loyal Matrimonv, general Ba-
" ft«rdy,
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f ftardy, and Excommunication. He is to execute Judg- King

' ments given in " Quare impedit," upon the Writ " ad Ch* v

J
es r*

' admittendum Clericum." He is to attend upon Trials

* for Life, to report the fufficiency or infufficiency of fuch
" as demand Clergy ; and laftly, he is to ordain Deacons
*' and Prefbyters.

" Now all thefe being given to thofe Bifhops " Jure hu-
" mano, fays Mr. White, I conceive, may, for juft rea-

" fons, be taken away. He affirms, that according to

" Scripture, a Bifhop and Prefbyter is one and the
*' fame Perfon ; for, (i.) Their Duties are menti-
tf oned as the fame, the Bifhop being to teach and rule

" his Church, I Tim. iii. 2, 5. and the Prefbyter be-
*' ing to do the very fame, 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. (2.) Prefby-
" ters in Scripture are faid to be Bifhops of the Holy
" Ghoft, Ads xx. 28. And St. Paul charges the Pref-

" byters of Ephefus to take heed to the Flock over
" which the Holy Ghoft had made them Bifhops, or Over-

*f feers ; and other Bifhops the Holy Ghoft never made.
''

(3.) Among the Enumeration of Church-Officers, Eph.

*f
iv. 11. whereof the three former were extraordinary,

" and are cealed, there remains only the Paftor and Teach-
'* er, which is the very fame with the Prefbyter. The
" Bifhop, as he is more than this is no Officer given by
*? God ; and it is an encroachment upon the Kingly Office
" of Chrift, to admit other Officers into the Church than he
" himfelf has appointed.
" Seeing then Epifcopacy may be taken away in all,

*' wherein it exceeds the Prefbyters Office, which is

" certainly Jure Divino, we ought to reftore the Pref-
" byters to their Rights which the Bifhops have taken from
" them, as particularly to the Right of Ordination, Ex-

f communication, and a Liberty to preach the whole Coun-
" fel of God, without reftraint from a Bifhop ; they fhould

*? have their fhare in the Difcipline and Government of

i* the Church ; and, in a word, all fuperiority of order be-
" tween Bifhops and Prefbyters fhould be taken away."
Mr. White is further of opinion, that the Bifhops fhould be

deprived of their Baronies, and all intermeddling with Civil

Affairs : That Inftitution and Induction, the Jurifdiction

of Tithes, Caufes Matrimonial and Teftamentary, and
other Uiurpations of the Ecclefiaftical Courts fhould be re-

flored to the Civil Judicature, and be determined by the

Laws of the Land.

Y 2 In
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In order to take off the force of thefe arguments, in fa-

vour of the Root and Branch Petition, the friends of the

Hierarchy faid, that the very bed things might be corrupt-

Speeches ed ; that to take away the order of Bifhops was to change
for the Mi-

tiie whole conflitution for they knew not what ; they there-

tion.

rS
' "

f°re urged the Miniflers Petition for Reformation, and de-

claimed with vehemence againfl the corruptions of the late

times.

Lord Falkland, who in the judgment of the noble Hifto-

rian, was the moll extraordinary perfon of his age, flood

Up and faid ;

Mr. Speaker^

f*

d
p sTech

" T T^' s a great flranger in our Ifrael, who knows not

for Refer- " JL J. that this Kingdom has long laboured under many
nation of « and great oppreflions, both in Religion and Liberty ; and

ch

Hierar" " that a principal caufe of both has been fome Bifhops and

Rufhw. " their adherents, who under pretence of uniformity have
Vol. iv. p. " brought in fuperftition and fcandal, under the title of
l8 4- « decency ; who have defiled our Churches by adorning

" them, and flacken'd the ftrictnefs of that union that was
" between us and thofe of our Religion beyond the fea ; an
" action both unpolitick and Ungodly.

" They have been lefs eager on thofe who damn our
" Church, than on thofe who on weak confeience, and,
" perhaps, as weak reafon, only abflain from it. Nay, it

" has been more dangerous for Men to go to a neighbour-
" ing parifh, when they had no Sermon in their own, than
" to be obflinate and perpetual Recufants. While Mafs
" has been faid in fecurity, a Conventicle has been a crime ;

<c and which is yet more, the conforming to Ceremonies
" has been more exacted than the conforming to Chriflia-

" nity ; and while Men, for fcruples, have been undone,
" for attempts upon Sodomy they have only been admo-
" niihed.

" Mr. Speaker, they have refembled the Dog in the Fa-
" ble, they have neither praftifed themfelves, nor employ-
" ed thofe that mould, nor fuffered thofe that would. They
" have brought in catechizing only to thruft out preaching ;

*• cried down Leclures by the name of facYion, either bc-
w caufe other Men's induftry in that duty appeared a re-

" proof to their ncglc£t, or with intent to have brought in

" darknefs, that they might the eafier fow their 'J ares
M while it was Night.

1 In
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" In this they have abufed his Majefty as well as his Ki"g

*' people, for when he had with great wifdom filenced on *|
>^" '

" both parts thofe opinions, that will always trouble the

*' Schools, they made ufe o.f this declaration to tie up one
•' fide and let the other loofe. The truth is, Mr. Speaker,

f' as fome Minifters in our ftate firft took away our money,
* ( and afterwards endeavoured to make our money not
** worth taking, by depraving it ; fo thefe Men, firft de-
'* prefs'd the power of preaching, and then labour'd to

" make it fuch, as the harm had not been much if it had

*f been deprefs'd ; the chief fubje6ts of their Sermons be-
* c ing the" jus Divinum" of Bifhops, and tithes; the facred-

" nefs of the Clergy ; the facrilege of impropriations ; the

r demolifhing of Puritanifm ; the building up of the pre-

f rogative, &c. In fhort, their work has been to try how
'• much of the Papift might be brought in without Pope-
'* ry, and to deftroy as much as they could of the Gofpel,
*' without bringing themfelves in danger of being deftroyed
*' by the law.

1 Mr. Speaker, thefe Men have been betrayers of our
•' rights and Liberties, by encouraging fuch Men as Dr.
*' Beal and Manwaring ; by appearing for monopolies and
" fhip-money ; fome of them have laboured to exclude all

** perfons and caufes of the Clergy from the temporal Ma-
" giftrate, and by hindering prohibitions, to have taken
" away the only legal bounds to their arbitrary power;
** they have encouraged all the Clergy to fuits, and have
*' brought all fuits to the Council Table, that having all

*' power in ecclefiaifical matters, they might have an
*' equal power in Temporals ; they have both kindled and
" blown the common fire of both Nations, and have been
'* the firft and principal caufe of the breach fince the paci-

S* fication at Berwick.
" Mr. Speaker, I have reprefented no fmall quantity,

" and no mean degree of guilt, but this charge does not lie

<c againfl Epifcopacy, but againil: the perfons who have
<l abufed that facred function ; for if we confider, that the
*' firft fpreaders of Chriftianity, the firft defenders of it,

" both with their ink and blood, as well as our late Re-
** formers, were all Bifhops ; and even now, in this great
*' defection of the order, there are fome that have been
*' neither proud nor ambitious ; fome that have been lear-

*' ned oppofers of Popery, and zealous fuppreffers of Ar-

i* minianifm, between whom and their inferior Clergy

I?
there has been no diftinction in frequent preaching ; whofe

Y 3
" lives



344 The H I S T O R Y Vol. II.

King tc
j[veg are untouched, not only by guilt, but by malice ; I

1640. " fey> ^ vve confider this, we mall conclude, that Bifhops

may be good Men, and let us but give good Men good
rules, and we Ihall have good Government and good

" Times.
" I am content to take away from them all thofe things

" which may in any degree of poflibility occafion the like

" mifchiefs with thofe I have mentioned ; I am fure, nei-

" ther their Lordihips, their judging of Tithes, Wills,
" and Marriages, no, nor their " Voices in Parliament,
" are Jure Divino." If their revenues are too great, let

*' us leave them only fuch proportion, as may ferve in fome
" good degree, for the fupport of the dignity of Learning,
'* and the encouragement of Students. If it be found
" they will employ their laws againlr. their weaker Bre-

M thren, let us take away thofe Laws, and let no Ceremo-
" nies which any number count unlawful, and no Man
* £ counts neceflary, be impofed upon them ; but let us not
" abolifh, upon a few days debate, an order that has laft-

" ed in mofr. Churches thefe fixteen hundred years. I do
" not believe the order of Bifhops to be " Jure Divino,"
" nor do I think them unlawful ; but fince all great changes
" in Government are dangerous, I am for trying if we
" can't take away the inconveniencies of Bifhops, and the
" inconveniencies of no Bifhops. Let us therefore go up-
" on the debate of Grievances, and if the Grievances
" may be taken away, and the order ftand, we fhall not
" need to commit the London Petition at all ; but if it

" fhall appear, that the abolition of the one can't be but by
" the deflruciion of the other, then let us not commit
" the London Petition but grant it."

Lord George Digby, an eminent Royalifl, fpoke with

great warmth againil: the Root and Branch Petition, and

with no lefs zeal for a reformation of Grievances.

s£ech
S
o

b

n'

6 " If the London Petition (fays his Lordfhip) may be

thefam! " confidered only as an Index of Grievances, I fhould
fide. t< wink at tne fau lts of it, for no Man within thefe Walls

is more fenfible of the heavy Grievances of Church Go-
vernment than myfelf ; nor whofe affeclions are keener

for the clipping thofe Wings or the Prelates, whereby

they have mounted to fuch infolency ; but having reafon

to believe, that fome aim at the total extirpation of Bi-

fhops, I can't reftxain myfelf from labouring to divert it.

" I look

Rufh

p. 172
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" I look upon the Petition with terror, as on a Comet Kins

" or Blazing Star, raifed and kindled out of the poifonous ^
T

^
" exhalations of a corrupted Hierarchy : Methoughts the

" Comet had a terrible tail, and pointed to the North, and
" I fear all the prudence of this Houfe will have a hard
*' work to hinder this Meteor from caufing* fuch diflempers
'* and combuflions as it portends by its appearance ; what-
" ever the event be» I mall difcharge my confcience free-f

*' ly, unbiafs'd both from popularity and Court RefpecV
His Lordfhip then goes on to argue the unreafonablenefs

of abolifhing a thing, becaufe of fome abufes that attend

it ; he complains of the prefumption of the Petitioners, in

defiring the repeal of fo many Laws at once, and not ap-

plying in a moremodeft manner for a redrefs of Grievances,

as the Ministers have done. On the other hand, he allows

the behaviour of the Prelates had given toojuff. an occafion

for it : That no people had been fo infulted as the people of

England had lately been, by the infolencies of the Prelates

;

(t Their vengeance has been fo laid, as if it were meant,
<( no Generation, no Degree, no Complexion of Man-
<c kind, mould efcape it. Was there a Man of tender
*' confcience (fays his Lordfhip) him they loaded with un-
" neceffary impofitions ; was there a Man of a legal con-
" fcience, him they nettled with Innovations, and frerti

*' introductions to Popery ; was there a Man of an humble
" Spirit, him they trampled to dirt in their pride; was
*' there a Man of proud Spirit, him they have bereft of
* ( reafon, with indignation at their fuperlative infolence ;

" was there a Man faithfully attached to the Rights of the
" Crown, how has he been galled by their new Oath ;

** was there a Man that durfl mutter againft their infolen-

" cies, he may enquire for his Lugs. They have been
" within the Bifhops Vifitation as if they would not only
" derive their brandifhment of the Spiritual Sword from
" St. Peter, but of the material one too, and the right to
u cutoff Ears; for my part, I am fo inflamed with thefe

" things, that I am ready to cry with the loudeft of
" the fifteen Thoufand, down with them to the ground.
" But, Mr. Speaker, we mud diveft ourfelves of pafli-

*' on ; we all agree a Reformation of Church Govern-
* e ment is necefifary ; but before I can flxike at the Root,
** and agree to a total extirpation of Epifcopacy, it muft
" be made manifefr. to me, (r.) That the mifchiefs we
f have felt arife from the nature of Epifcopacy, and not

Y 4 from
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King « from its abufe. (2.) Such a form of Government mufl
" be fet before us as is not liable tn proportionable inconve-
" niencies. (3.) It mud appear that the Utopia is prafcti-

" cable. Let us therefore lay afide the thoughts of ex-
u tirpating Bifhops, but reduce them to their primitive

" Standard; let us retrench their Diocefes ; let them go-

" vern by AfTemblies of their Clergy ; let us exclude them.
" from intermeddling in fecular affairs, and appoint a ftan-

" ding Committee to collect all the grievances of the

" Church, and no Man's Votes mail be given with more
*' zeal for rcdreffing them than mine."

Surely the Bifhops inuft have behaved very ill in the late

times, that their very bed friends cculd load them with fuch

reproaches ! Sir Benjamin Rudyard, Surveyor of the Court

of Wards ; Sir Harbottle Grimftone, with a great many
others of unqucftionable duty and loyalty to the King, fpoke

the fame language, and it deferves to be remember'd (fays

Claren. Lord Clarendon) that in the midft of thefe complaints, the

Vol. 1. p. King was never mentioned but with great honour ; all the
*°3' Grievances being laid at the door of his Minifters, and all

hopes of redrefs being placed in his Majefly alone. At the

clofe of the Debate it was ordered, that the Root and

Branch Petition mould remain in the hands of the Clerk of

the Houfe of Commons, with direction, that no copy

ihould be delivered out ; but after the throwing out of the

Bill to deprive the Bifhops of their Votes in Parliament,

it was revived, and a Bill brought in by Sir Edward
Deering [May 20, 1641.] for the utter exiirpatingof the

whole order, as will be ieen hereafter.

It was in this Debate that fome fmart Repartees paffed

between the Members ; Mr. Grimftone argued thus, that

Bifhops are " Jure Divino," is a queftion ; that Archbi-

Ihopsarenot" Jure Dnino," is out of queliion ; now that

Bifhops, which are queilioned whether " Jure Divino," or

Archbifhops, which out of queftion are not " Jure Divino,"

Ihould fufpend Minifters whi< h are " Jure Divino," I leave

to you to be confidered- -To which Mr. Sclden an-

f.vered, that the Convocation is " Jure Divino" is a quefti-

on ; that Parliaicerts are n t " Jure Divino" is out of quef-

tion ; that Religion is " /:re Divino" is no queftion ; now
that the Convocation, which is queftionable, whether " Jure
" DiVi 10," and Parliaments, which out of queftion are not
*' Jure Divino," ihould meddle with Religion, which quefti-

onlefs is '* Jure Divino," I leave to your confideration. In

both
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both which, I apprehend, there is more of a jingle of words

than ftrength of argument.

But the Houfe was unanimous for a Reformation of the

Hierarchy, which was all that the body of Puritans, a3 yet Reibiution

wifhed for or defired. The Minifters Petition was therefore^

>

eIM
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, and on

March 9, they came to this refolution, " That the legiflative

u and judicial power of Bifhops in the Houfe of Peers, is a

" great hindrance to the difcharge of their fpiritual function,

" prejudicial to the Commonwealth, and fit to be taken
*' away by Bill ; and that a Bill be drawn up to this pur-

" purpofe." March 11, it was refolved farther, " That
M for Bilhops, or any other Clergymen, to beinthecom-
" million of Peace, or to have any judicial power in the

" Star-chamber, or in any Civil Court, is a great hindrance
** to their fpiritual Function, and fit to be taken away by
" Bill." And not many days after it was refolved, that

they mould not be Privy Counsellors, or in any temporal

Offices.

While the Houfe of Commons were thus preparing to Proceedings

clip the Wings of the Bifhops, they were not unmindful a?*mft p**

of the Roman Catholicks ; thefe were criminals of a higher

Nature, and had a deep fhare in the prefent Calamities

;

their numbers were great, and their pride and infolence in-

fufferable : They flocked in great numbers about the Court,

and infulted the very Courts of Judicature ; the Queen
protected them, and the King and Archbifhop countenan-

ced them, as friends of the Prerogative. Andreas ab Har-
bernsfield, the Queen of Bohemia's Chaplain, advifed his

Grace of a popifh Confederacy againft the King and the

Church of England ; but when the names of Montague,
Sir Kenelm Digby, Winter, Windebank and Porter, all

Papifts, and Officers about the Court, were mentioned as

Parties, the whole was difcredited and flifled. When the

Houfe of Commons petitioned the King to iflueout a Pro-

clamation, for putting the Laws in execution againft Pa-
pifts, it was done in fo defective a manner, that the Com-
mittee reported it would avail nothing ; for in the Claufe

which enjoins all popifh Recufants to depart the City with-

in fifteen Days, 'tis added, " Without fpecial Licenfe had
** thereunto ;" fo that if they could obtain a Licenfe from
his Majefty, or from the Lords of the Council, the Bi-

fhop, the Lieutenant, or Deputy Lieutenant of the

County, then they were not within the Penalty- Be-
sides, the ^difarming of all popifh Recufants was limited to

Recufants
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K,nS Recufants convict ; fo that if they were not convi&ed a Juf-,

16 <o.'
ilce or Peace could not difarm them. They obferved further,

1 - -uj that many Recufants had Letters of Grace to protect their

Perfons and Eftates ; that infcead of departing from London
there was a greater refort of Papifts at prefcnt than hereto-

fore ; and that their Infolence and threatning Language was
infufterable and dangerous. A Gentleman having given In-

formation in open Court, to one of the Judges of the King's

Bench, that in one Parifh of the City of Weftminfter there

were above fix thoufand Recufants, the Committee appoint-

ed Mr. Heywood, an active Juftice of Peace, to collect

and bring in a lift of the Names of all Recufants within that

City and Liberties ; for which purpofe all the Inhabitants

were fummoned to appear and take the Oaths in Weftmin-
fter Hall : But while the Juftice was in the execution of his

office, and prefling one James a PapiiT: to take them, the

Wretch drew out his knife and ftabbed the Juftice in open
Court, telling him, " He gave him that for perfecuting

" poor Catholicks." The old Gentleman funk down with

the wound, but by the care of Surgeons was recovered,

and the Criminal taken into cuftody. This Mr. Heywood
was the very perfon, who being commmanded by King

James I. to fearch the Cellars under the Parliament Houfe,

at the time of the Gun-Powder Plot, took Guy Vaux with

his dark Lanthorn in his Hand, which Lanthorn is preferved

among the Archives of Oxford, with Mr. Heywood's
name upon it in Letters of Gold.

The King The Parliament alarmed at this daring attempt, fent or-

ihen"

rS
ders to all the Juftices of Peace of Weftminfter, London and

Middlefex, requiring them to command the Church-Avar-:

dens, to make a return of the names of all Recufants within

their parifhes, in order to their being proceeded againft ac-

cording to law ; a few days after the like orders were fent to

the Juftices in the remoter Counties. The houfes petition'd

his Majefty to difcharge all popifh officers in garrifons, or in

the army, that refufed to take the oaths of Allegiance and

Supremacy, and to fill up their places with Proteftants.

March 16, they petition'd his Majefty to remove all Papifts

from Court, and particularly Sir Kenelm Digb'y, Sir Toby
Matthews, Sir John Winter, and Mr. Montague, and that

the whole body of Roman Catholicks might be difarmed ;

but all the anfwer they received was, that his Majefty

would take care that the Papifts about the Court mould

give no juft caufe of Scandal ; and as for difarming them,

he was content it fliould be done accordi ng to Law. So.

that
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that their Addreffes had no other effe&, than to exafperate Kins

the Papifts againft themfelves, the King and Queen being
V640."

determined to protect them as long as they were able. ^_ ,

— — j
There was at this time one Goodman, a Seminary Prieft Goodman

under Sentence of Condemnation in Newgate, but the King, * p"^.
inftead of leaving him to the Law, reprieved him in the face by the King,

of the Parliament ; whereupon both Houfes agreed upon

the following Remonftrance.
" That confidering the prefentjuncture, they conceived

*Mhe ftrifit Execution of the Laws againft Recufants more
*' neceffary than formerly,

1. " Becaufe by divers Petitions from feveral parts of Jan. 3*
" the Kingdom, complaints are made of the great increafe * 64°-

* c of Popery and Superftition ; Priefts and Jefuits fwarm in n^c" rf
" great abundance in this Kingdom, and appear as boldly as the Parlia.

" if there were no Laws againft them. m
?
n '
*

2. " It appears to the Houfe, that of late years many 6a,n l
*

* c Priefts and Jefuits condemned for High Treafon have
" been difcharged out of Prifon.

3. " That at this time the Pope has a Nuncio or Agent
" in this City ; and Papifts go as publickly to Mafs at Den-
" mark Houfe, and to St. James's, and the Ambaffadors
" Chapels, as others do to their Parifh Churches.

4. That the putting the Laws in Execution againft Papifts,

" is for the Prefervation and Advancement of the true Re-
" ligion eftablifhed in this Kingdom ; for the fafety of their

" Majefties Perfons, and the fecurity of the Government.

5. 'Tis found that Goodman the Prieft has been twice
*' formerly committed and difcharged ; that his Refidence
ft now at London was in abfolute contempt of his Majefty's
" Proclamation; that he was formerly a Minifter of the
" Church of England ; and therefore they humbly defire he
" may be left to the Juftice of the Law."
To this Remonftrance the King replied.
ic That the increafe of Popery and Superftition, if any King's

" fuch thing had happen'd, was contrary to his inclination ; Anfwer.

" but to take off all occasions of Complaint he would order
" the Laws to be put in Execution.
" That he would fet forth a Proclamation, to command

* c Jefuits and Priefts to depart the Kingdom within a Month,
*' and in cafe they either failed, or returned, they fhould be
* c proceeded againft according to Law.

As touching the Pope's Nuncio Rofetti, his Commiflion
" reached only to keep up a correfpondence between the

** Queen and the Pope, in things relating to the Exercife of
" Religion;
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£inS " Religion ; that this correfpondence came within the

1640. ' " compafs of the full liberty of Confcience, fecured her "by

^ 1- -
f
u the Articles of Marriage ; however, fince Rofetti's Cha-,
" racier happened to be mifunderflood, and gave offence,

" he had perfuaded the Queen to confent to his being
*' recalled.

" Further his Majefly promifed to take care, to re-i

" ftrain his Subjects from going to Mais at Denmark
f* Houfe, St. James's, and the Chapels of the Am-
" baffadors.

" Laflly, Touching Goodman, he was content to re-

*' mit him to the pleafure of the Houfe ; but he puts them
f(

in mind,, that neither Queen Elizabeth, nor King James,
*' ever put any to Death merely for Religion ; and defired

" them to confider the inconveniencies that fuch a conduct
" might draw upon his Subjecls, and other Protefcants in

*' foreign Countries."

Remuks How flrange is this afTertion ! Let the Reader recollect

the many Executions of Papifls for denying the Supremacy ;

the burning the Dutch Anabaptifls, for whom Mr. Fox the

Martyrologifl interceded in vain ; and the hanging of Bar-

row, Greenwood, Penry, &c. in Queen Elizabeth's Reign;

let him alfo remember, the burning of Bartholomew Le-
gat, and Edward Wightman, for the Arian Herefy, by

King James I. (of all which, and fome others, the Com-
mons, in their Reply, put his Majefly in mind;) and then

judge of the truth of this part of his Declaration. Nor
did the Jefuits regard the other parts of it, for they knew
they had a friend in the King's bofom that would protect

them, and therefore inflead of removing out of the Land,

they lay concealed within the Verge of the Court. Even
Goodman himfclf was not executed, though the King pro-

mifed to leave him to the Law, and tho' he himfelf petiti-

oned like Jonah the Prophet, to be thrown overboard to al-

lay the Tempefl between the King and his Subjects. Such

was his Majefly's attachment to this People ! to the apparent

hazard of the Proteflant Religion and the Peace of his

Kingdoms ; and to the facrificing all good correfpondence

between himfclf and his Parliament

!

CHAP-
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CHAP. IX.

From the Impeachment of the Earl of Strafford, to the

Recefs of the Parliament upon the King's Progrefs into

Scotland.

•nr^IS impofilble to account for the prodigious changes of King

JL this, and the following years, without taking a
I(
^"

fhort view of fome civil Occurences that led to them. In _ —
v
- j

purfuance of " the Defign of bringing corrupt Minifters to Impeach-

Juflice," the Parliament began with Thomas Wentworth, ™ ent a "d

Earl of Strafford, an able Statefman, but a moll dangerous £ar j f

Enemy of the Laws and Liberties of his Country, whom Strafford.

they impeached of High Treafon, November n, 1640.

and brought to his Trial the 22d of March following. The
grand Article of his Impeachment was, " For endeavouring;

*• to fubvert the fundamental Laws of England and Ireland,
*' and to introdnce an ? rh : '- _>xy and tyrannical Government."
This was fubdivided into feveral Branches, and proved by a

multiplicity of Facts, none of which were direftly Treafon

by Law, but being put together, were conirrued to be iuch

by Accumulation. The Earl's Reply to the Fa&s conllfr.ec
1

partly in excufes and evafions ; with an humble acknow-
ledgment, that in fome things he had been miftaken ; but

his principal defence reffed upon a point of Law, ** Whe-
<c ther an endeavour to fubvert the fundamental form of Gc-
" vernment, and the Laws of the Land, was high Treafon
" at common Law, or by any Statute in force". Mr.
" Lane, the Counfel for the Pnfoner maintained, (1.) That
all Treafons were to be reduced to the particulars fpecified

in the 25th Edw. III. cap. 2. (2.) That nothing elfe was or

could be Treafon ; and that it was fo enacted by the ift

Henry IV. cap. 10. (5) That there had been no Precedent

to the contrary fince that time. And, (4.) That by 1 Mary,
cap. 12. an endeavour to fubvert the fundamental Laws of

the Land is declared to be no more than Felony.

The Commons felt the weight of thefe arguments ; but

not being willing to enter into debate with a private Counfel-

lor, they changed their Impeachment into a Bill of Attain-

der, which they had a right to do by virtue of a Claufe

in the 25th Edw. III. cap. 12. which refers the Decifion

of what is Treafon in all doubtful Cafes, to the King and

Parliament. The Attainder pall the Commons April

19. Yeas 204, Noes 59. but 'tis thought would have

been
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King been loft in the Houfe of Lords, had it not been for the

164.7
' f°N°wing accident, which put it out of the power of the

« -
v
— _j Earl's friends to fave him.

Plot to bring The King being weary of his Parliament, and defirous
the Army to to preferve his Servant, confented to a project: of fome per-

ciaren. f°ns i*1 greateft Truft about the Court, to bring the army
VcJ.Lp.24S. that was raifed againft the Scots up to London, in order

to awe the two Houfes, to refcue the Earl, and to take

PofTeflion of the City of London. Lord Clarendon fays,

the laft motion was rejected with abhorrence, and that the

Gentleman that made it was the perfon that difcovered the

whole plot. The Confpirators met in the Queen's Lodg-
ings at Whitehall, where a petition was drawn for the Of-
ficers of the Army to fign, and to prefent to his Majefty

;

with a tender of their readinefs to wait upon him in de-

fence of his Prerogative, againft the turbulent Spirits of

the Houfe of Commons ; the Draught was ihewn to the

King, and figned in teftimony of his Majefty's Approbation,

C. R. but the plot being difcovered to the Earl of Bedford,

to the Lords Say and Kimbolton, and to Mr. Pym, with

the names of the Confpirators, all of them abfconded, and

fome fled immediately into France.

Rapin, Mr. Pym opened the Confpiracy to the Houfe of Com-
f. 120. mons, May 2, and acquainted them, that among other

branches of the plot, one was to feize the Tower to put

the Earl of Strafford at the head of the Irifh Army of

Papifts, who were to be tranfported into England, and to

fecure the important town of Portfmouth, in order to re-

ceive Succours from France ; Sir William Balfour, Lieute-

nant of the Tower, confeffed that the King had fent him
exprefs orders, to receive a hundred Men into that Garri-

fon, under the Command of Captain Billingfly, to favour

the Earl's efcape ; and that the Earl himfelf offered him
twenty thoufand Pounds in money, and to advance his Son

in marriage to one of the beft fortunes in the Kingdom.

Rufhw
Lord Clarendon has ufed all his Rhetorick to colour over

p. 291. this Confpiracy, and make pofterity believe it was little

May's Hlift. more than the idle chat of fome Officers at a Tavern ; but
*' * '

they who will compare the depofitions in Rufhworth, with

his Lorclfhip's account of that matter (fays Biihop Burnet)

will find, that there is a great deal more in the one than

the other is willing to believe. Mr. Eachard confeffes, that

the Plot was not wholly without a Foundation. The Court

would have difowned it, but their keeping the Confpira-

tors
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tors in their places,made the Parliament believe that there was King

a great deal more in it than was yet difcovered ; they there- "'^ "

fore fent orders immediately to fecure the Town and Haven ._ -j
of Portfmouth, and to difband the Irifh Army ; they voted

that all Papifts mould be removed from about the Court

;

and directed Letters to Sir Jacob Afhley, to induce the

Army to a dutiful Behaviour, and to afTure them of their

full pay.

The confequences of this Plot were infinitely prejudicial MifchieTom

to the King's affairs, the Court loft its reputation ; the re- ^
n

^J
eB*

verence due to the King and Queen was leffened ; and

the Houfe of Commons began to be efteemed the only

Barrier of the People's Liberties ; for which purpofe they

entered into a folemn Proreftation to ftand by each other

with their Lives and Fortunes ; the Scots Army was con-

tinued for their Security ; a bill for the continuance of the

prefent Parliament was brought in, and urged with great

advantage ; and laft of all, by the difcovery of this plot,

the fate of the Earl of Strafford was determined ; great

numbers of people crouded in a tumultuous manner to

Weftminfter, crying Juftice ! Juftice ! and threatning vio-

lence to thofe Members of the Houfe of Commons that

had voted againft his attainder. In this fituation of Affairs,

and in the abfence of the Bench of Biihops (as being a

cafe of Blood) the bill paffed with the diffent only of eleven

Peers. The King had fome fcruples about giving it the

Royal Affent, becaufe, though he was convinced the Earl

had been guilty of " High Crimes and Mifdemeanors,"

he hid not apprehend, that an " Endeavour to fubvert the

" fundamental Form of Government, and to introduce an
w arbitrary Power was High Treafon ;" his Majefty con-

fulted his Bifhops and Judges, but was not fatisfied, till

he received a Letter from the Earl himfelf, befeeching his

Majefty to fign the Bill, in order to make way for an hap-

py Agreement between him and his Subjects. Mr. Whit-
lock infmuates, that this Letter was but a feint of the

Earl's ; for when Secretary Carlton acquainted him with

what the King had done, and with the Motive, which was
" his own Confent," he rcfe up in a great Surprize, and
lifting up his eyes to Heaven, faid, u Put not your Trufl
'* in Princes, nor in the Sons of men, for in them there
* l

is no Salvation." Two days after this [May 12,] he was jjalfbn

executed upon Tower Hill, and fubrnitted to the Ax with p. 203.

a Roman Bravery and Courage; but at the Redoration of

King Charles II. his Attainder was reverfed, and the Article

of
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King f Accumulative Treafon declared null, becaufe what i
s

1641!
' not Treafon in the feveral parts cannot amount to Treafon

in the whole.

This was the unhappy end of Thomas Wentworth, Earl

of Strafford, once a great Patriot, and defender of the Li-

berties of his Country, but after he was called to Court, the

moft arbitrary Minifter of State that this Nation has pro-

duced. He was certainly a Gentleman of great abilities,

as appears by the incomparable defence he made for his

life, which gained him more reputation and efteem with

the people, than all the latter actions of his life put toge-

ther ; but ftill he was a publick enemy of his Country,

and had as great a fhare in thofe fatal Counfels that brought

on the Civil War as any Man living. K The Earl (fays

** Mr. Eachard) was of a fevere Countenance, infufferably

" proud and haughty, having a Sovereign Contempt of the
" People, whom he never ftudied to gratify in any thing ;

'* the ancient Nobility looked upon his fudden rife, and
*' univerfal influence in publick affairs, with envy ; fo that

" he had but few friends, and a great many enemies."

Lord Digby, in his famous Speech againft the bill of

Attainder, wherein he wafhes his Hands of the blood of

the Earl of Strafford, has neverthelefs thefe Expreffions

;

" I confidently believe him the moft dangerous Minifter,

" and the moft infupportable to free Subjects that can be
*' charactered. I believe his practices in themfelves have
" been as high and tyrannical as any Subject: ever ventu-
" red upon ; and the malignity of them are greatly ag-
u gravated by thefe Abilities of his, whereof God has
4< given him the ufe, but the Devil the Application. In a
K word, I believe him ftill that " grand Apoftate to the

" Commonwealth, who muft not expect to be pardoned
" in this world, till he be difpatched to the other."

Lord Falkland fays, " That he committed fo many
" mighty, and fo manifeft Enormities and OppreiTions in

** the Kingdom of Ireland, that the like have not been
<c committed by any Governor, in any Government, fince

'* Verres left Sicily ; and after his Lordfhip was called

" over from being Deputy of Ireland, to be in a manner
" Deputy of England, he and the Junctillo gave fuch
M Counfels, and purfued fuch courfes, as 'tis hard to fay,

" whether they were more unvvife, more unjuft, or more
K unfortunate."

Lord
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Lord Clarendon fays, " That he had been compell'd, Kin?

for reafons of" State, to exercife many Ads of Power, and "^ITU
'

** had indulged fome to his own appetite and paSfion, as in ^ v.^mj-

" the cafe or" the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and the Lord Vol. I.

*' Mount Norris, the former of which was '* Satis pro p< 25 °*

*' Imperio," but the latter the mod extravagant piece of
*' Sovereignty that in a time of peace had been executed
n by any SubjecV' From whence the Reader may con-
*' elude, that whatever encomiums the Earl might deServe

as a Gentleman and a Soldier, yet as a Statefman he deferv-

ed the fate he underwent.

The execution of this great perfon Struck terror into all
,

jT.
,n

-
8 s

the King's late Ministers; fome of them laid down their flers terrified

places, and others retired into France ; among the latter

was the Lord Keeper Finch and Secretary Windebank. Six

of the Judges were impeached of high crimes and misde-

meanors, " for interpreting away the Laws of their Coun-
" try;" but the Parliament had too much bufinefs upon
their hands to attend their profecution at prefent. Thus
the unhappy King was deprived of thole Counfellors who
were in his own arbitrary Sentiments, and left as in a man-
ner to himfelf, and the powerful influences of his bigotted

Queen and her cabal of Papills j for the new Minifters

that Succeeded, were fuch in whom the King would place

no Confidence. So that moSl men expected that iheSe vi-

gorous proceedings would oblige the King to put a fpeedy

end to the Seffion.

But that which hindered it was the want of money to pay Reafons for

off the armies in the North ; his Majefty prefled the Houfes ?*
jjjjjj^

to difpatch this affair, and relieve the Country from the liament.

Burden of Contribution ; but the Commons looked upon
the Scots as their Security, and that if they were fent home,
they Should again be at the mercy of the Prerogative Sup-

ported by a Standing Army. However, they began to bor-

row money of the City of London towards the expence ;

but when the Plot to dilfolve the Parliament broke out, the

Citizens declared, they would lend nothing upon Parlia-

mentary Security, becaufe their fitting was So precarious.

This gave riSe to a motion <c
for the Continuance of the

" prefent Parliament, till they Should diffolve themSelves,"
which was prefently turned into a Short Bill, and paSt both
Houfes with very little cppofition, as the only expedient
" that could be thought of to Support the publick Credit

:

It.ena£tsy *' That this preSent Parliament Shall not be ad-
.

44 iourned; prorogued/ or diffolved, without their own Con- Continu-^
VQhilh Z « fent:"an«>.
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" fent :" And was figned by Cornmiffion with the Bill of

Attainder againft the Earl of Strafford.

All men flood amazed at the King's great Weaknefs in

this Affair, for by this hafly and unadvifed Action he

changed the whole Conftitution, giving the two Houfes a

co-ordinate power in the Legiflature with himfelf, for as

long Time as they pleafed : Ir his Majefly had fixed their

Continuance to a limited time, it might have fatisfied the

People and have faved the Prerogative; but by making
them perpetual he parted with the Scepter out of his own
hands, and put it into the hands of the Parliament.

" This (fays Mr. Eachard) has made fome Writers doubt,
" whether thofe who afterwards took up Arms againfl the

" King could be legally termed Rebels ? For by pafling

" this Aft his Majefly made the two Houfes fo far inde-

" pendent upon himfelf, that they immediately acquired an
" uncommon authority, and a fort of natural right to in-

" fpect and cenfure his actions, and to provide for the fafe-

«' ty of the Kingdom."
While the Commons were alarmed with the difcovery of

the Plot, and the flight of the Confpirators, Mr. Pym
moved, That both Houfes might join in fome band of

defence, for the Security of their Liberties, and of the

Proteflant Religion ; accordingly the following Proteflation

was drawn up, and fubferibed the very next day by the

whole Houfe, [May 3.]

T A. B. do in the Prefence of Almighty God vow
•* and protefl, to maintain and defend, as far as law-

fully I may, with my Life, Power and Eftate, the true

reformed Proteflant Religion, expreffed in the Doc-
trine of the Church of England, againll all Popery
and Popilli Innovations in this Realm, contrary to the

faid Do£trine ; and according to the duty of my Alle-

giance, I will maintain and defend his Majefly's Royal
Perfon, Honour and Eflate ; alfb the Power and Privi-

ledge of Parliament, the lawful Rights and Liberties of

the Subject, and of every Perfon who fhall make this

Proteflation in whatfoevcr he fhall do, in the lawful pur-

fuance of the fame. And to my power, as far as law-

fully I may, I will oppofe, and by all good ways and

means, endeavour to bring to condign Punifhment all

fuch, who fhall by Force, Practice, Counfcl, Plot,

Confpiracy, or otherwife, do any thing to the contrary

in this proteflation contained. And further, that I fhail

" in
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•' in all juft and honourable ways endeavour to preferve King

" the Union and Peace between the three Kingdoms of *
r

/f,
" England, Scotland, and Ireland ; and neither for hope, ^ -J- _j
" fear, or any other refpeft, fhall relinquish this Promife,
*' Vow and Proteftation.

May 4; This Proteflation was taken by all the Peers pre-

fent in Parliament, except the Earl of Southampton and

Lord Roberts ; even by the Bifhops themfelves, though

(as Lord Clarendon obferves) it comes but little fhort of the Vol. I.

Scots Covenant. Their Lordfhips, indeed, would have ^ 255 '

interpreted thofe Words, " The true reformed Proteftant

" Religion, exprefs'd in the Doctrine of the Church of
" England," to have included the Government or Hierar-

chy of the Church ; but both Houfes declared, that by

thofe words was and is meant, " only the publick Doclxine
" profdTed in the faid Church, fo far as it is oppofite

" to Popery and Popifh Innovations ; and that the faid

" words are not to extend to the maintenance of any
" Form of Worfhip, Difcipline or Government, nor of
'* Rites and Ceremonies. Within two days the Protefla- Rufhw.

tion was taken by eighty Temporal Lords, feventeen Bi- VoL IV-

(hops, nine Judges, and four hundred and thirty eight of p "

* s °"

the Houle of Commons. Next day it was printed, and
fent to the Sheriffs and Juftices of the Peace in the feveral

Counties of England, to be taken by the whole Nation with

the following Directions.

" That it be taken in the Afternoon of fome Lord's ordered to
H Day after Sermon, before the Congregation be difmifTed, betaienail

by all Mafters of Families, their Sons that are of a pro- over EnS~

per age, and Men Servants in the manner following. '

Firft, that notice be given to the Mmifter by the
n Church- Wardens of the Intention. Secondly, That

the Minifter acquaint the people in his Sermon of the

nature of the Protection. Thirdly, That the Mini-
fter firft take it himfelf, reading it diftinclly with an au-

dible Voice, that all prefent may hear it ; then the Af-
fembly fhall take the Writing in their Hands, faying

with a diftin£t and audible Voice, " I A. B. do in the
Prefence of Almighty God vow and protei: the fame,

:{ which the leading peifon that reads it did, naming the
perfon." Fourthly, The Names of all that take it fhall

be fubfcribed in a Regifter ; and the names of thofe that
f< refufe fhall be entered."

Z 2 The
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The Cities of London and Weftminfter obferved thefe

directions, but the remoter Counties were complained of

for neglecl ; upon which the Houfe of Commons pail a
But pre- Bill, to oblige all perfons to take it throughout the King-

.

v
,

en
L
c<

f
,

iy dom ; but it was loft in the Houfe of Lords, the whoic
the Bifhops. rn-n r i /"•

bench of bijhops oppofing it ; whereupon the Commons
came to this refoluticn, that '* whofoever would not take

" the Proteftation, was unfit to bear offices in the Church
" or Commonwealth."

Remarks. This was carrying matters to a very great length ; there

had been a Parliamentary AiTociation in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, which her Majefty confirmed, and a folemn

League and Covenant in Scotland, which the King com-
plied with ; but the enforcing a Proteltation or Vow upon
his Majefly's fubjects, without his confent, was affuming a

power, which nothing but the dangerous crifis ot affairs,

and the uncommon authority with which this Parliament

was inverted by the late Act of Continuance, can fupport

or countenance. The odium of putting a flop to the Pro-

teftation, fell upon the Bench of Bifhops, who were alrea-

dy finking under their own weight ; and his Majefly's not
interpofing in this affair at all, was afterwards made ufe of

as a President for impofing the folemn League and Cove"
nant upon the whole Nation without his confent.

Billsagainft The Puritans had always objected to the lordly titles and
theBifliops dignities of the Bifhops, but their votes in the Houle of

lUment!
"" ^c ^"3 xvsre now found a very great grievance, and an effec-

tual bar to the Proceedings of Pnrliament. It was remem-
ber'd, that they had been always averfe to Reformation ;

that they had voted unanimoufly r-.gainft the Supremacy in

King Henry the VUIfeh's reign ; and againft the Act of Uni-

fprmity in -Queen .Elizabeth's. It was now obferved, that

they were the Creature* of the Court, and a dead Weight
againft all reformation in Church or State ; twenty fix Votes

being fufheient at any time to turn the fcale in that Houfe,

whole hiii number was not abo^ e an hundred ; it was there-

fore moved, that a Lilt might be brought in to take away
their Seats in Parliament, which was readily agreed to.

Vol.1. The Bill (fays Lord Clarendon) was drawn up with great
r- -34> H6' deliberation, and was entitled, an Act for " retraining Bi-

" mops, and others of the Clergy in holv Orders, from iiw
f - termeddling in feeder affairs." It confiftcd of fevera!

Branches, as, that " no Bifhop fhould have a vote in Pap
" liament, nor any judicial power in the Star-Chamber,
* nor be a Privy-Counfellor., r.or a judge in any temporal

« Courts :



Chap. IX. of the Puritans
" Courts ; nor mould any Clergyman be in the CommiiTion
** of Peace." To make way for the palling of this Bill, it

was laid, that if this was granted the Commons would be

Satisfied, and little or nothing further attempted to the pre-

judice of the Church. It therefore pafs'd the Bouie of Com-
mons without oppcfition, and was fent up to the Lords

May i. Mr. Fuller fays, that Lord Kimbckon would have B XJ ,

perfuaded the Bifhops to refign their Votes in Parliament, p. J83.

adding, that then the Temporal Lords would be obliged in

honour to preferve their jurifdiclicn and revenues. The
Earl of Effex alfo employed fome body to deal privately

with the Bifhops on the fame head ; but they rejected all

methods of accommodation, refolving to make their utmoil

efforts, and to keep poffefTion of their Seats till a fuperior

ftrength inould turn them out ; accordingly the Bill met
with a vigorous oppofition in their Houfe, and after a fecond

reading was thrown out, without fo much as being commit-
ted ; ( a countenance frequently given to Bills they never

intend to pafs) bat the whole bench of Bifhops voting for

themfeives, 'tis no wonder it was loft by a considerable ma-
jority. Mr Fuller fays, it would have been thrown out if

the Bifhops had not voted at all ; for though the Temporal
Lords were content to exclude them from all fecular offices

and employments in the State, they were in no difpofition

to take away their Suffrages in the floufe of Peers.

Many learned Speeches were made in both Houfes upon Arguments

this occafion ; the reafons of the Commons for paffing the ^j,* '

Bill were thefe, (r.) Becaufe their attendance on fecular af-p. 2S1.

fairs, not relating to the Church, is a great hindrance to Waifon
»

their fpiritual Function. " No man that warreth (faith St. p ' 2 °'

" Paul to Timothy) entangleth himfelf with the affairs of
" this life." (2.) Becaufe 'tis contrary to their Ordination

Vow ; for when they enter into holy Orders they promife

to give themfeives Wholly to that vocation. (3.) Becaufe

Councils and Canons in feveral Ages have forbid their med-
dliug in fecular affairs. (4.) Becaufe the twenty four Bi-

fhops depend on the two Archbifhops, and take an oath of

Canonical Obedience to them. (5.) Becaufe their Peerage

is not of the fame nature with the Temporal Lords, being

but for life. (6.) Becaufe they depend on the Crown for

tranflation to greater Bifhopricks. (7.) Becaufe 'tis not fit

that twenty fix of them fhould fet as Judges upon com-
plaints brought againfl themfeives, and their order.

Bifhop Williams publifhed an anfwer to thefe Reafons,

intitled, " The Abfr.ra£t," to which there prefently came
Z ^ out
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out a Reply. The chief Speakers on behalf of the Bifhops,
in the Houfe of Peers, were the Lord Vifcount Newark,
afterwards Earl of Kingfton, Dr. Wilhams, Lord Bifhop of
Lincoln, afterwards Archbifhop of York, the Marquiis of
Hertford, the Earls of Southampton, Bath, and BriitoL But
lnflead of tranfcribing their Speeches, I wdl give the reader
a fummary of tiieir Arguments and of their adverfarics Reply.

Arguments plrft |t was argued that <c th Bifhops had voted in

the Bidiops " Parliament almofl ever fince the Conquefl, according to

^viththeKe- " Matthew Paris, Sir Henry Spelman, and others." To
L"j!.' which it was replied, that Time and Ufage ought to be of

a5l< ^ p ' no weight with Law Makers, on the behalf of things which

are allowed to be inconvenient : Abbots had voted as an-

tiently in Parliament as Bifhops, and yet their votes were

taken away.

Secondly, It was faid, that " the Bifhops voting was no
" confiderable hindrance to their fpiritual function ; for

f Parliaments were to fit but once in three years, and then
" but for a month or two together; that though no Cler-j

" gyman flioulcl entangle himfelf with the affairs of this

" life, the Apoitle does not exclude him from intermedJ

f* dling." To which it was anfwered, that the EpifcopsJ

Function, if well difcharged, was enough for all their time

and thoughts ; and that their Diocefes were large enough
to employ all their labours, in Vifitation, Confirmation,

Preaching, &c. The defign of the Apoitle Paul was cer-

tainly to exhort Timothy fo withdraw himfelf as much as;

pofTible from the affairs of this life, that his thoughts might

be more entire for his evangelical Work ; and therefore in

another place he exhorts him " To give himfelf Wholly
" to thefe things."

Thirdly, It was faid, that " Clergymen had alwaj I

" in the CommiHion of the Peace, trom the firft planting

f of Ch; iilumity, and that they were belt qualified for it.'*

To which it was anfwered,That they were moll: unfit for this

employment, becaufe it had a direct tendency to hind r

their ufetulnels in their Pulpits ; and to the facl: it was re-

plied, that the firft Clergymen that were made Tutrices of

the Peace, or had power in temporal Jurifdiction, v. ere thejj

Bifhops of Durham and York, 34 Edw. III. That before the

Act of Conformity, 1 Edw. VI. the Clergy were not put in!

Commiffion for the Peace ; and that the reafon ot their,

being then admitted was, that they might perfuadc the Peo-

ple to Conformity ; but if in conference they held it not

fiitem with their fpiritual Calling, they might rdufe,

It
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It was further faid, that " the taking away one whole

" Bench out of the Houfe of Peers was an ill precedent, and
" might encourage the Commons one time or other to cut

" off the Barons, or fome other degree of the Nobility." To
which it was replied, that the Peerage of the Bilhops did not

ftand upon the fame foot with the reft of the Nobility, be-

caufe their Honour does not defcend to their Pofterity, and

becaufe they have no right to vote in cafes of Blood ; if they

had the fame right of Peerage with the temporal Lords, no
Canon of the Church could deprive them of it ; for it was
never known, that the Canons of the Church pretended to

deprive the Barons of England of any part of their inherent

Jurifdiclion.

It was argued further, that w if the Bench of Bifhops were
" deprived of their Votes, they would be left under very
f
s great difadvantages ; for whereas the meaneft Commoner
" is reprefented in the lower Houfe, the Bifhops will be
" thrown out of this common Benefit ; and if they have no-

" fhare in confenting to the Laws, neither in their Per-
" fons nor Reprefentatives, what juftice can oblige them to

" keep thofe laws ? " To which it was replied, that they

have the fame fhare in the Legiflature with the reft of the

Freeholders of England ; nor is there any more reafon that

the Bilhops, as Bifhops, fhould be a part of the Legiflature,

than the Judges, as fuch, or the Lawyers, or any other in-

corporated Profeffion of learned Men.
But the principal Argument that was urged in favour of Whether

the Bifhops was, that l
f they were one of the three States B! fc°P s are

" in Parliament; that as fuch they were the reprefentatives
°hree Enates

ie of the whole Body of the Clergy, and therefore to turn in ParlU-

" them out would be to alter the Conftitution, and to take ment -

" away one whole Branch of the Legiflature : the Parlia-

f ment would not then be the compleat reprefentativeBody
*' of the Nation, nor would the Laws which were enacted in

" their abfence be valid." To fupport this Affertion it was
faid, (i.) That the Clergy in all other chriftian Kingdoms_of
thefe northern parts, make up a third Eftate, as in Germany,
France, Spain, Poland, Denmark, Scotland ; and therefore,

'

why not in England ? (2.) When King Henry V. was bu-
ried, 'tis faid, the three Eftates affembled, and declared his

Son Henry VI. hisSucceffor. The Petition to Richard Duke
of Gloucefter, to accept the Crown, runs in the name of the

three Eftates ; and in his Parliament 'tis faid exprefly,that at

the requeft of the three Eftates, i. e. the Lords Spiritual and
Temporalj and Commons in Parliament affembled, he

Z 4 was
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King was declared undoubted King of thefe Realms ; to which
cha'1

[]

s1, may be added, the Statute of i Eliz. cap. 3. where the

^_ J
-

, p
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons are faid to

reprefent the three Eftates of this Realm.
It was replied to this, that the Bilhops did not fit in the

Houfe as a Third State, nor as Bilhops, but only in right

of their Baronies annexed to their Bifhopricks, 5 Will. I.

All the Bilhops have Baronies except the Bifhop of Man,
who is as much a Bifhop, to all intents and purpofes of Ju-
rifdiction and Ordination, as the others, but has no place

in Parliament, becaufe he does not hold " Per integram Ba-

roniam." It mull be admitted, that in ancient times the

Lords Spiritual are fometimes mentioned as a Third State

of the Realm, but it could not be intended by this, that

the Clergy, much lefs the Biihops, were an ellential part

of the Legiflature ; for if fo, it would then follow, that no
Acf. of Parliament could be valid without their confent ;

whereas divers A6ls are now in force, from which the
Kaifcn, p. whole bench of Bilhops have dilientcd, as the A61 of Con-
5C2> ?* formity, 1 Edw. VI. and the A6t of Supremacy, 1 Eliz.

If the major part of the Barons agree, and the Houfe of

Commons concur, any Bill may pafs into an AcT^uith the

confent of the King, though all the Bilhops difient, be-

caufe their votes are over-ruled by the major part of the

Fuller's A p- Peers * ^n the Parliament of Northampton under Henry II.

peaL when the Bilhops challenged their Peerage, they faid,

" Non fedimus hie Epifcopi fed Barones, We fit not here
" as Bilhops, but as Barons ; We are Barons, and you are
tc Barons here, therefore we are Peers." Nor did King
Charles hirnfelf apprehend the Bilhops to be one of the

three States, for in his Declaration of June 16. 1642. he
calls Kimfelf one, and the Lords Spiritual and Tempos!,
and Commons, the other two. In ancient time the Pre-

lates were fometimes excluded the Parliament, as in 25 King
Edw. I. when they would not agree to grant an Aid to his

Majelly in the Parliament at Carhfle ; and before that time

feveral Acts had pair, againft the opprefiions of the Clergy,

in which the Entry in the Records ftands thus, " the King
*S having confulted with the Earls, Barpns, and other the

" Nobles; or, by the aftent of the Earls, Barons, and other

'}. Lay People ;'* which fhews the Bilhops did not confent,

for if they had, they would have been rirrt: named,thcOrder of

Rufnw. the Nobility in al! ancient Records being Prelates, Earls,

f.
3*6. Barpns. When the Coevocation had cited Dr. Standilh I x

them,
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them for {peaking words againfr. their power and privilege, in

the 7 th ofKingHenryVIII.it was determined bv all the judges

of the Land, in prefence Qt the King, that his Majefty might

hold his Parliament without casing the Bifhops at all. It

appears therefore from hence, that the Bifhops never were

accounted a third State of the Realm, in fuch a fenfe as to

make them an effential branch of the Legifiature ; nor are

they the Reprefentatives of the Clergy, becaufe then the

Ciergy would be twice reprefented, for as many of them as

arc Freeholders, are reprefented with their Fellow-Subjects

in the Houfe of Commons ; and as Clergymen they are re-

prefented in convocation, the Writ of election to convoca-

tion being, to fend two Clerks. Ad confentiendum, &c. Ee-

fides, none can properly be called Reprefentatives of others,

but fuch as are chofen by them ; the Bifhops therefore not

being chofen for this purpofe, cannot properly be the Re-
prefentatives of the Clergy in Parliament ; they fit there not

fn their fpiritual Character, but by virtue of the Baronies an»

nexed to their Bifhopricks ; and if the King, with confent

of Parliament, mould annex Baronies to the Courts of Juf-

tice in Weftminiler-Hall, or to the fupreme magiftracy of

the City of London, the Judges and the Lord Mayor, for

the time being, would have the fame right of Peerage. But
none ofthefe arguments were of fufficient weight with the

Lords to vote them out of the Houfe.

The lofs of this Bill, with the refolute behaviour of the Bil! for the

Bifhops, who were determined to part with njth'ng they of'^f
1011

were in pofleiTion of, inflamed the Commons, and made Deans and

them conclude, that there was no hopes of Reformation Chapters,

while they were a Branch of the Legiflature. It was ob- ^"
n

-

es

re en"

ferved, that the Bifhops were unufually diligent in giving brought io

their attendance upon the houfe at this time, and always b
>

Slr

voted with the Court. Some of the leading Members Dccrine.

therefore, in the warmth of their refentments, brought in a Naltbn,

BLH in purfuance of the Root and Branch Petition, which had P* 248»

been laid afide for fome time, for " the utter extirpation of
'

*' all Bifhops, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, Preben-
'•' daries, Chantors, with all Chancellors, Officials, and
" Officers belonging to them ; and for the difpofing of their

" Lands, Manors, &c. as the Parliament fhall appoint." A
rafh and inconfiderate attempt ! For could they expect, that

the Bifhops mould abolifh themfelves ? Or, that the tempo-
ral Lords fhould confent to the utter extirpating an Order
of Churchmen, when they would not fo much as give up one

branch
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branch of their privilege ? The Bill being drawn up by Mr.
St. John, was delivered to the Speaker, by Sir Edward
Deering, with a fhort Speech in which he took notice of
the moderation of the Houfe in the late Bill, hoping, that
by pruning and taking off a few unneceflary branches from
the Bifhops, the tree might profper the better ; but that this

foft method having proved ineffectual, by reafon of their in-

corrrigible obftinacy, it was now neceffary to put the Ax to
the Root of the Tree. " I never was for ruin (fays he) as
" long as there was any hopes of reforming ; and I now
*' profefs, that if thofe hopes revive and profper, I will di-
'* vide my fenfe upon this Bill, and yield my Shoulders to

" underprop the primitive lawful and jutf Epifcopacy." He
concluded with a Sentence in Ovid

;

" Cuncta prius tentanda, fed immedicabile vulnus
*' Enfe reddendum eft, ne pars fincera trahatur.

The reading this Bill was very much oppofed, becaufe it

was brought in contrary to cuftom, without firftafking leave;

however, it was once read, and then laid afide for almoft two
Months ; a little before the King went to Scotland it was
carried by a Majority of thirty one Voices to read it a fecond

time, and commit it to a Committee of the whole Houfe,

of which Mr. Hyde [Lord Clarendon] was Chairman, who
made ufe of fo much art and induflry to embarrafs tiie affair,

that after twenty days the Bill was dropt.

His Seech Sir Edward Deering's Speech in the Committee will give
it the light into the fentiments of the Puritans of thefe times ;

Jfeh>n

,tteC
' "°The ambition of lome Prelates (fays he) will not let them

f. 295,' " fee how inconfiftent two contrary functions are in one and
&* " the fame Perfon, and therefore there is left neither Root

" nor Branch of that fo good and necefTary a Bill which we
" lately lent up, and confequently no hope of fuch a Refor-

" mation as we all aim at; what hopes then can we have,
M that this Bill which ilrikes at Root and Branch, both of

" their feats of juftice, and of their epi fecial Chairs in the

** Church, will pafs as it is, and without a tender of fome
te other Government in lieu of this, fincc the voices arc (till

" the fame which threw out your former Bill
"

Sir Edward therefore propof.d another form of Co\ern-

ment, if the Houfe fhould think fit to abolifh the prefent,

which was in a manner the fame with Archbifhop

Ufhcr's, hereafter mentioned, ct As, Finl, That every Shire

" fhould be a diftincl Diocefe or Church. Secondly,

" That in every Shire or Church twelve or more able Di-
lt vines
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" vines mould be appointed, in the nature of an old pri-

" mitive, conftant Prefbytery. Thirdly, That over eve-

" ry Preibytery there fhould be a Prefident, let him be call-

" ed Bifhop, or Overfeer, or Moderator, or Superintend

" dent, or by what other name you pleafe, provided there

" be one in every fhire, for the government and direction

" of the Prefbytery, in the nature of a Speaker in the

" Houfe of Commons, or Chairman of a Committee."

Accordingly it was refolved, July 10. " That Ecclefiaftical

*' power for the government of the Church be exercifed by
*' Commiilioners." July 31. refolved, " That the mem-
" bers for every county bring in the names of nine perfons

" to be Ecclefiaftical Commiflioners, on whom the power
" of Church Government fhall be devolved ; but that no
•" Clergyman be of the Commiffion." This was to be on-

ly a temporary provifion, but fhews, that the Puritans of

thefe times did not intend the Prefbyterian government, but

only a reduction of Epifcopacy to what they apprehended a

more primitive ilandard ; and if the Bifhops would have

yielded up fome part of their jurifdiclion, the mifchiefs that

befel them afterwards might have been prevented ; howe-
ver, for the prefent, the profecution of it was laid afide.

But the Houfe went more readily into the debate " for Debates a-

" aboUfhing Deans and Chapters," and applying their re- ^(P""8

venues to better purpofes. This alarmed the Cathedral t«s.

men, and put them upon confulting how to ward off the Fuller. B.

danger that threaten'd them; for this purpofe one Divine
XI, P« I7^«

was deputed from every Cathedral in England to folicit their

friends in the houles on behalf of their feveral foundations ;

and it mull be owned, they did all that men could do, leav-

ing no ftone unturned that might be for their advantage.

Addreffes were prefented from both Univerfities in their fa- Na jfon
vour : The Addrefs from Oxford prays " for the continu- 305.

" ance of the prefent Form of Church Government, as
" the mofl ancient and apoflolical ; and for the continuance
" of Cathedral Churches, with their lands and revenues, as

" dedicated to the fervice of God, foon after the firft

" plantation of ChrifHanity here ; as Foundations thought
" fit to be preferved, when the nurferies of fuperftition

" were demolifhed at the Reformation ; as confirmed by
" the laws of the land ; as nurferies of ftudents and learn-
" ed men in divinity ; as the upholders of divers fchools,
*' hofpitals, highways, bridges, and other pious works ; as
*' beneficial to thofe cities where they are fituate, by hofpi-

" tality,
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tality, by relief of the poor, and by occafioning the
: refort of many (Grangers, to the benefit of the tradefmert
: and inhabitants of the places where they are built ; as
; the chief fupport of many thoufand families of the laity,

" who enjoy eftates from them in a freeway, and as yield?

f
c ing an ample revenue to the Crown, and a maintenance
" to many learned profefTors in the Univerfity." The ad-

drefs of the Univerfity of Cambridge was to the fame pur-

pofe, and therefore prays, " That the religious bounty of
*' their anceftcrs, for the advancement of learning, and
"• of learned men, may be preferved from ruin and aliena-

" tion ; but withal, to take order, that they may be redu-

" ced to the due observation of their ftatutes, and that all

tc innovations and abufes may be reformed." The depu-

ties from the feveral Cathedrals drew up a petition to the

Lords and Commons for Council ; but being informed,

that the Houfe would not allow them that benefit, but that

if they had any thing to offer they mould appear and plead

their own caufe; they made choice of Dr. John Hackett,

Prebendary of Paul's, and Archdeacon of Bedford for

their Ccunfel, who being admitted to the bar of the Houfe,

May 12. after the petitions from the two Univerfities had

been read, made a laboured fpeech in their behalf, infifting

chiefly on the topicks of the Oxford Addrefs.

Dr. Hack- He recommended Cathedrals, " as fit to fupply the de-

cttVptf. ef« fe(o-c; f private prayer ;" the publicjt performance

whereof mould be in fome place of diftinciion. And where-

rt,ii i, i. as the exquiiltenefs of the mufick gave offence to fome ears,

XL j>. i)j. ashindring their devotion, he requeffed, in the name of his

brethren, that it might be moderated to edification, and

reduced to the form that Athanafius recommends, " Ut le-

" gentibus fint quam cantantibus fimiliorcs."

He alledged, that " at the Reformation, preaching be-

" gan in Cathedrals ;" and whereas fome have faid, that

Lecture Preachers were an upffart Corporation ; the Dr.

obferved, that the local Statutes of all the Cathedrals re-

quired lectures en the week days; and he rcquefrcd, in the

name of his brethren, that the godly and profitable per-

formance of preaching might be more exacted.

He urged, " that Cathedrals were ferviccablc for the

u advancement of Learning, and training xw pcribas for

" the defence of the Church ;" and that, the taking them

away would diiTerve the caufe of Religion, and be a plea-

fure to their adverfaries.

He



V

Chap. IX. of the Puritans. 36?

He added, that " the ancient and genuine ufe of King

fC Deans and Chapters was as Senatus Epifcopi," to afTifl the °^" " l '

Bifhop in hisjurifdittion ; and whereas fome of his reve-

rend Brethren had complained, that Bifhops had for many
years ufurped the fole Government to themfelves and their

Confifrories ; the continuing of Chapters rightly ufed would

bring it to a plurality of Affiflants.

He then put them in mind of " The antiquity of the
'* Stru&res, and the number of Perfbns maintained by
" them," amounting to many thcufands ; he inftanced in

their Tenants, who by their Leafes enjoyed fix parts in fe-

ven pure gain, and had therefore petitioned for their Land-
lords ; and mewed, that the Cities in which Cathedrals were

built, were inriched by the hofpitality of the Clergy, and the

refort of Strangers.

He enlarged further, " Upon their Endowments, as en-

" couragements to Induftry and Virtue ;" that feveral fa-

mous Protectants of foreign Parts had been maintained by

being inftalled Prebendaries, as Cafaubon, Saravia,- Dr. Pe-

ter Du Moulin, VofTius, and others ; that the Crown had

great benefit from thefe Foundations, paying greater fums

into the Exchequer for firft Fruits and Tenths, according to

proportion, than other Corporations.

And laflly, he put them in mind, ** That thefe Struc-

" tures and Eftates were confecrated to Divine Service,

" and barred all Alienation with the mofl dreadful Impreca-
" turns."

In the Afternoon Dr. Cornelius Burges appeared on the Dr. Burges's

other fide of the Queition, and made a long Speech con- ag^jft

cerning the unprofitablenefs of thofe Corporations ; he them,

complained of the debauchery of finging Men, and of their

vicious Converfation ; he fpoke againft Mufick in Churches
asufelefsand hurtful. He made a large anfwer to the Par-

ticulars of Dr. Hackett's Speech ; and in conclufion faid,

" Though he apprehended it neceflary to apply thefe foun-
" cations to better Purpofes, it was by no means lawful to

** alienate them from publick and pious Ufes, or to convert
M them to any private perfon's Profit."

The further debate of this Bill was adjourned for a week, g7*

and then committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, Nai.on, p.

when the two following remarkable Speeches were made *%**

againft thefe Foundations.

The
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The firfl by Mr. Serjeant Thomas, who admits, " That
" there were Deans in St. Auflin's time, but that they were
" not Officers of the Church 'till Tome Centuries after. St.

Serjeant " Auilin gives this account of their Original ; that the
Thomas's te Monks, tor their more convenient retirement and con-

Kahrt Deans
" templation, appointed Officers, whom they called Deans,

-and Chap- " Eo quod Denis funt praepoftti j" becaufe every Dean had
ters. tc j^g care f ten Monks, and was to provide them with all

DeaniT&c.
" necelTaries of Life, that their devotions might not be
" interrupted with worldly cares. In the following ages of
" darknefs and fuperftition, Princes, and others, bellowed
" large revenues upon thefe Monks, from the opinion they
" had of the auilerity and fancfcityof their Lives; and as

" the Monks grew rich, the Office of the Dean, who was
'* the Prtepofitus or Steward, grew more confiderable, till

" in St. Bernard's time it was ordained, that none but a
" Prefbyter mould be a Dean : " Ne fit Decanus nifi Pref-
11 byter." At the reformation of Religion, when many
" other religious Foundations were broke up, thefe were
" preferved, and in the Conllitutions of King Henry VIII.

" and Edward VI. 'tis ordained, that all Deans mould be
" Prefbyters, Men of gravity, learning and prudence, that

" they mould govern the Cathedral Churches according to

" their feveral Statutes ; that they fliould preferve difci-

" pline, and fee that the holy Rites be performed in a grave
" and decent manner ; that they be aiTiflant.s to the Bi-

" fhops within their feveral Cathedrals, as the Archdeacons
" are abroad, for which reafon they fliould not be abfent

" from their Cathedrals without the moll urgent neceffity,

" to be allowed by the Bi/hop, but one or other of them
" is to preach in their Cathedrals every Lord's Day." The
Serjeant then obferved, how unlike our prefent Deans were

to their Anceftors ; how little they obferved the Statutes of

their Inflitution, and gave it as his opinion, that it was not

reafonable that fuchvaft revenues mould be allowed to per-

fons who were of fo little ufe to the Church or Common-
wealth.

am. Pury's Mr. Pury, ' Alderman of Gloucefter, purfued the fame
Speech a- argument ; he produced a copy of the Statutes of the Dean
|a»nil the*,

j Chanter of Gloucefter, with their original Grant about

2S9. the time of the Reformation, " We have erected (fays the

" King) Cathedrals and Colleges in the place of Monafle-
" nes, that where ignorance and fuperftition reigned, the

" fincere Worfhip of God might flourifh, and the Gofpel
" of Chrift Jefus be purely preached ; and further, that the

" en-
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" encreafe of the Chriftian Faith and Piety, the inftru&t-
<c

on of Youth in good learning, and the fuftentation of the

" Poor may be for ever kept, maintained, and continued."

He then produced the Statutes, which ordained, " That
*< the faid Deans, Prebends, and Canons, fhall always re-

" fide and dwell in the Houfes of the faid Cathedrals, and

" there keep a Family, with good hofpitality to feed the

" Poor, and to diftribute Alms. That they fhould preach

" the Word in feafon and out of feafon, efpecially in the

*' Cathedral Church, and have Youth profitably taught

" there. To this end they are to have a common Table
" in the common Hall of the Cathedral, where the Canons,
',* Scholars, Chorifters, and under Officers, are to eat to-

" gether. The faid Dean and Chapter are to give yearly

" 20 1. to the Poor, befides what is given to their own poor

" Alms- men, and 20 1. more to the repairing Bridges and
" Highways thereabouts. For the performance of the faid

" Statutes and Premifes, the Deans, Prebendaries, Canons,
«< and other Minifters of the Cathedral, are obliged to

" take an Oath, and every one of them doth fwear,
*' that to the utmoft of his power, he will obferve them
" inviolably."

The Alderman obferves from hence, " That not one

"of the above-mentioned Statutes are, or have been kept,

*' or the matters in any of them contained, performed by
" any of the Deans or Prebendaries of the faid Cathedral
" in his Memory. That they come once a year to receive

the Rents and Profits of the Lands, but do not diftribute

to the Poor their proportion ; nor do they mend the

Highways and Bridges ; nor do they keep any common
Table; and inftead of preaching in feafon and out of

fealbn, they neither prattife it themfelves, nor encourage

it in others. Infinite are the prefTures that many Cities

near unto Deans and Chapters, have endured by them,

and their procurement ; fo far have they been from a

common benefit. Since then the faid Deans and Chap-
ters are but Trufcees, and the profits of the faid Lands
have been fo ill employed, contrary to the truff. in them
repofed, the Alderman was of Opinion, that by a legis-

lative Power in Parliament it was fit to take them away,
and to put them into the hands of Feoffees, to be difpofed

of, to fuch pious and charitable ufes as they were firft

intended for ; by which means the preaching of the Gof-
gel might be effectually encouraged, fmaller Livings

(i augmented,
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Resolutions

of the houfe,

but the Bill

1.11.

Committee
of Accom-
modation.

The Sub-

Committee.

" augmented, and the neceffities of the Poof better fup-
" plied."

Thefe Speeches made fuch an impreiTion upOn the Houfe,
that after a long Debate they came to thefe Refolutions^
" That all Deans, Deans and Chapter?* Archdeacons* Pre-
" bendaries, Chaunters, Canons, and petty Canons, and
" their Officers, mall be utterly abolifhed and taken away
" out of the Church ; and that all the Lands taken by this

" Bill from Deans and Chapters, fhall be put into the

" hands of Feoffees, to be employed lor the fuppcrt of a fit

il number of preaching Miniiiers for the fervice of every
" Church, and for the reparation of the faid Churches,
" provifion being made, that his Majeffy be no lofer in his

" Rents, firft Fruits, and other Duties ; and that a com-
" petent Maintenance fhall be made to the feveral perfons

" concern'd, if they appear not Delinquents to this Houfe.'*

But none of thefe Votes paned into a Law ; nor was there

the leafl profpect of their being received by the Lords, as

long as the Bifhops were in that Houfe, who flood together

like a wall againil every attempt of the Commons for alte-

rations in the Church, till, by an unexpected providence,

they were broken in pieces, and made way for their own
ruin.

The Firmnefs of the Bifhops againfl all abatements or re-

laxations in favour of the Puritans, exafperated the people,

and put an end to all profpects of agreement. A Commit-
tee of Accommodation had been appointed by the Houfe of

Lords, March 12, toconfiderof fuch Innovations in Reli-

gion as were proper to be taken away, which by the Plot

of the Court to bring up the army, and the lofsof the late

Bills for Reformation of the Hierarchy, was now broken

up. It confifred of ten Earls, ten Bifhops, and ten Barons.
ie This Committee, fays Archbifhop Laud in his Diary,
ct

will meddle with Doctrine as well as Ceremony, and
u will call fome Divines to them to confider of the bufinefs,

" as appears by a letter hereunto annexed, fent by the

** Lord Bifhop of Lincoln to fome Divines to attend this

*f fervice. Upon the whole, I believe this Committee will

" prove the national Synod of England, to the great difho-

" nour of the Church, and whdt elfe may follow upon it,

" Gods knows." At their firft meeting they appointed a

Sub-committee of Bifhops, and Divines of different perfua-

lions, to prepare matters for their debate ; the Bifhop of

Lincoln was Chairman of both, and was ordered to call

together
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together the Sub-committee with all convenient fpeed ;

which he did, by a letter directed to each of them, in the fol-

lowing words

:

" T Am commanded by the Lords of the Committee for

" J. Innovations in matters of Religion, to let you know,
" that their faid Lordfhips have afligned and appointed you
" to attend them, as afliftants in that Committee ; and to

" let you know in general, that their Lordfhips intend to

*' examine all innovations in DocTxine and Difcipline intro-

** duced into the Church, without Law, fince the Refor-
" mation ; and (if their Lordfhips, fhall find it behoveful
" for the good of the Church and State) to examine after

*' that, the degrees and perfection of the Reformation it-

" felf, which I am directed to intimate to you, that you may
" prepare your thoughts, ftudies, and meditations, accord-
" inglvj expe£fing their Lordfhips pleafure for the particu-

" lar points, as they fhall arife. Dated March 1 2th,
<c

1 640-1."

Their Names were thefe :

Dr. Williams, Bp. of Lincoln,

Dr. Ufher, Abp. of Armagh,
Dr. Morton, Bp. of Dur-

ham,
Dr. Hall, Bp. of Exeter,

Dr. Samuel Ward,
Dr. John Prideaux,

Dr. Sanderfon,

Dr. Featly,

Dr. Brownrigge,

Dr. Holdfworth,

Dr. Hacket,

Dr. Twiffe,

Dr. Burges,

Mr. White,

Mr. Marfhall,

Mr. Calamy,
Mr. Hill.

Their
Names.

Some others were named, but thefe were all that ap-

peared; they confulted together fix feveral days in theje-

rufalem Chamber at Weftminfter, the Dean entertaining

them al the while at his Table. The refult of their con-

ferences was drawn up for the debate of the Committee, in

eertain Propofitions and Queries, under the following

heads :

L Innovations in Doctrine*

1 .
" Quaere, Whether in the 20th Article thefe words Their Pro-

* are not inferted, " The Church hath authority in con- ^Queries.
•* troverfies of Faith ?"

Vol, II. A s ». " Se«
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charier 2 '

U Several ^e Doctrines have been preached, even all

164.!. ' " the Doctrines of the Council of Trent, abating only

Lyy'v, " fuch points of State Popery againft the King's Suprema-
" cy, as were made treafon by the Statute ; for example,
" fome have preach'djuftification by Works ; others, that

" works of penance are fatisfactory before God ; that pri-

" vate confefilon is neceflary to falvation, NecefTiate me-
" dii ; that abfoiutionof a Prieft. is more than declaratory ; .

" that the Lord's Supper is a true and proper Sacrifice.

" Some have defended prayer for the dead, and the law-
" fulnefs of monailic Vows ; fome have denied the mora-
u lity of the Sabbath ; fome have preached* that Subje&s
t{ are bound to pay taxes, contrary to the laws of the

" Realm ; fome have defended the whole fubftance of Ar-
*' minianifm ; and others have given jufl occafion of being
" fufpected of Socinianifm.

3. " Several dangerous and reproveable Books have been
" printed," which are mentioned in the copy of their pro-

ceedings, now before me. .

II. Innovations in Discipline.

As, 1. " Turning the holy Table into an Altar.

2. " Bowing towards it, or to the Eaft many times, with
" three Congees, at accefs or recefs in the Church.

3. " Placing candlefticks on Altars in parochial Churches
" in the day time, and making canopies over them, with
" curtains, in imitation of the Vail of the Temple ; advan-

U cing Crucifixes and Images upon the Parafront or Altar*

" cloth, and compelling all communicants to come up be-

" fore the rails.

4. " Reading the Litany in the body of the Church, and
" fome part of the Morning Prayer at the Altar, when
" there is no Communion ; and the Minifter's turning his

*c Face to the Eaft when he pronounces the Creed, or reads

" Prayers.

5. " Offering Bread and Wine by the hands of the

" Church-Wardens, or others, before the Confecration of
•* the Elements. Having a Credentia or Side-table for the
" Lord's Supper. Introducing an Offertory before the
*' Communion, bcfides the giving Alms to the Poor after-
" wards.

6. " Prohibiting Minifters to expound the Catechifm

;

" fupprelTing Lectures on the week day, and Sermons or

•' Sunday Afternoon. Prohibiting a direct Prayer before

" Sermon; and Bidding of Prayer.

7. " Sing-
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7.
* ; Singing Te Deum in profe in Parim Churches. Kin £

" Standing up at the hymns of the Church ; and always
d

l6
*^

I#

"

'* at Gloria Patri. Carrying children from Baptifm to the
* c Altar, to offer them to God ; and prohibiting the build-

" ing Galleries in Churches, where the Parifhes are very

populous.

8. " Introducing Latin Service in the Communion at.

" Oxford ; and into Morning and Evening Prayer in Cam-
bridge.

9.
u Pretending for their Innovations the Injunctions and

I** Advertifements of Queen Elzabeth, which are not in
" force, but appertain to the Liturgy, printed in the 2d
<c and 3d of Ed. VI. which the Parliament hath reformed
** and laid afide."

Memorandum for Reformation.

i. <c That in all Cathedral and Collegiate Churches two
*' Sermons be preached every Sunday, and likewife every

Holiday ; and one Lecture at leaftqn working days every
P week in the year.

2. " That the mufick ufed in the Cathedral and Collegi-

ate Churches be framed with lefs curiofity ; and that no
•* hymns or anthems be ufed where ditties are framed by
u private Men, but fuch as are contained in the holy Scrip-,

" tures, or in cur Liturgy or Prayers, or have pubiick al-
,

" lowance.

3. " That the Reading Defk be placed in the Church*
" where Divine Service may be bell heard of the Peo-

pie."

III. Confiderations upon the Book of Common Prayer.

1. " Whether the names of fome departed Saints mould
te not be {truck out of the Calendar ?

2. " Whether the Rubrick fhould not be mended, where
" all thofe Vefvments are commanded which were ufed in

" the 2d year of Edw. VI. ?

3. " Whether Leffons of Canonical Scripture mould
" not be inferted into the Calendar inflead of Apocry-
«< pha ?

4. " In the Rubrick for the Lord's Supper, whether
?' it fhould not be inferted, that fuch as intend to com-
*' municate fhall fignify their names to the Curate over
*' Night, or in the Morning before Prayers ?

A a 2, 5. " The
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King 5. « The next Rubrick to be explained, how far a Mini-
Charles I. « fler m?y repU]fe a fcandalous and notorious finner from

*

^- - _f " the Communion ?

6. " Whether it be not fit to infert a Rubrick, touching
* { kneeling at the Communion, that it is to comply in all

" humility with the Prayer which the Minifter makes,
*' when he delivers the Elements ?

7. " Whether there mould not be a Rubrick to take
" away all offence from the Crofs in Baptifm ? or, whe- ^

" ther it be more expedient that it be wholly difufed ? and, •

*' whether this reafon fhall be publifhed, that in ancient i

M Litugies no Crofs was figned upon the party but where
]

*' Oil alfo was ufed, and therefore Oil being now omitted, I

u fo may that which was concomitant with it, the fign of
j

" the Crofs?

8. " Whether the Catechifm may not receive a little 1

" more enlargement ?

9. " Whether the times prohibited for Marriage are
j

" quite to be taken away ? whether thofc words in the Of- I

" fice, " With my Body I thee worfhip," fhould not be
|

" thus altered, " I give thee power over my Body ?" and,

" whether that part of the Rubrick, which obliges the new
<c married perfons to receive the Communion the fame day.

- " of their marriage, might not be changed for the next
" Sunday, when the Communion is celebrated ?

10. " Whether in the Abfolution for the Sick it were
** not better to fay, " I pronounce thee abfolved ? and in

" the Office for the Dead, inilead of thofe words, " In

" fure and certain hope of the Refurrcction to Eternal Life,"
<c whether it were not better to lay, " Knowing afluredly,

" that the Dead fhall rife again ?"

Some other amendments of fmaller moment were pro-

pofed, but thefe were the chief. No mention was made of

a Reformation of Epifcopacy, becaufe their Chairman, the

Bifhop of Lincoln, had undertaken that Province, and ac-

cordingly prelented the Houfe of Lords with a reconciling

Scheme, which was dropt after the firfl: Reading. It con-

fined of ten Articles.

Bp. Wil- 1. « That every Bifhop being within his Diocefe, and

SdTemeol
" not d'^bled by ill health, fhall preach once every Lord's

ChurchDifc " Day, or pay five Pounds to the Poor, to be levied by the

•iplinc. " next Juflice of Peace.
2." That
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2. " That no Bifhop fliall be a Juftice of Peace, except King

" the Dean of Weftminller in Weftminfrer and St Martin's.
( '

•

L

fl [This feems to be a provifo for himfelf.]

3. " That every Bifhop fliall have twelve Affirmants be-
" fides the Dean and Chapter ; four to be choien by the
*' King, four by the Lords, and four by the Commons, for

" Juriidiclion and Ordination.

4. " That in all Vacancies, thefe Affiflants, with the
" Dean and Chapter, fhall prefent to the King, three of the
" ableft Divines in the Diocefe, who mail choofe one to
" beBifhop.

5. " That Deans and Prebendaries fhall not be Non-refi-
" dents at their Cathedrals above fixty days.

6. " That Sermons mail be preached in the Cathedrals
" twice every Lord's Day, once every Holiday,and a Lecture
" on Wednefdays, with a Salary of one hundred Marks per
" Annum.

7. " That all Archbifhops, Bifhops, and Collegiate

" Churches, &c. fliall be obliged to give a fourth part
*' of their fines, and improved rents, to buy in impropri-
" ations.

8. " That all double beneficed Men mail pay the value
* ( of half their Living to the Curate.

9. " No Appeal fhall be made to the Court of Arches,
" or Court of Audience.

10. " It is propofed, that Canons and Ecclefiamcal
** Conftitutions mall be drawn up, and fuited to the Laws
" of the Realm, by fixteen learned Perfons, fix to be no-
" minated by the King, five by the Lords, and five by the
" Commons."

Archbifhop Ufher offered another fcheme, " For the Archbifhop

" reduction of Epifcopacy into the Form of Synodical Go- Ufiier sRe-

" vernment, received in the ancient Church ;" in which j^'oVcy
his Grace fuppofes, that of the many Elders that ruled the to Synodical

Church of Ephefus, there was one ftated Prefident whom Govern-

our Saviour calls the Angel ; and whom Ignatius, in one menU

of his Epiflles, calls the Bifhop, to whom, in Conjunction

with the Elders or Prefbyters, the whole Government of

the Church, both as to Doctrine and Difcipline, was com-
mitted. He therefore propofes, that thefe be continued ;

and for a regulation of their Jurifdic~Hon, that Suffragans

fliould be appointed to hold monthly Synods of Prefbyters,

from whom there mould be an Appeal to Diocefan, Provin-

cial, and National ones ; and more particularly,

A a 3 1." That
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King
t

<e That the Rector of every Parifli, with the Church-

1641.
' " Wardens mould admonifh and reprove fuch as live fcan-

daioufly, 'according to the quality of their offence ; and
" if by this means they are not reclaimed, to prefent them
" to the next monthly Synod, and in the mean time debar
fc them the Lord's Table.

2. " Whereas by a Statute of 26th Henry VIII. Suffra-

" gans are appointed to be ereited in twenty fix feveral

^ places of this Kingdom, the number of them may be con-
" formed to the number of the feveral Rural Deanries, in-

" to which every Diocefe is fubdivided ; which being done,
" the Suffragan may every Month aifemble a Synod of the
<e feveral Rectors or incumbent Paffors within the Precinct,
*' and according to the major Part of their Votes con-
" elude all matters that mould be brought into Debate bc-
'*' fore them.

3. " A Diocefan Synod might be held once or twice a

" year, wherein all the Suffragans, and the refl cf the Rec-
" tors and incumbent Paftors, or a certain felect number out
" of every Deanry, within that Diocefe, might meet, with
*' whofe confent all things might be concluded by the Bi-
*' mop or Superintendent ; or in his Abfence by one of his

" Suffragans, whoai he mould appoint as Moderator in his

*' room ; and here the Tranfactions of the monthly Synods
*' maybe revifed and reformed.

4. " The Provincial Synod may confift of all the Bi-

ihops and Suffragans, fuch of the Clergy as fhould be

eiecled out of every Diocefe within the Province : The
Primate of either Province might be Moderator, or in

his room, one of the Bifhops appointed by him. This
f< Synod might be held every third year, and if the Par-
" Liament be fitting, both the Primates and Provincial Sy-
" neds might join together, and make up one National Sy-
" nod, wherein all Appeals from inferior Synods might be
?' received, and all their Acts examined, and all Ecclefia-
"

ftical Affairs relating to the State of the Church in' ge-
" neral, efhblifhcvl."

Other re- Sever?.! other Propofals were made to the Houfe of Com-
conalng rnons by thofe Puritans, who were for altering Ibme things

r,
c

,r

mis
: in the Church, but not for Root and Branch; as that his

303. u d be moved to call a National Svnod, or a fe-

!e<ft number of Divines of the ; . Matioi under his Ma-
jefty's Government'; with an

'"

:o all the reformed

Churches to fend their Deputies, to fettle an uniform mo-
del
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del of Government for the Church of England, to be con- King

firmed by Parliament, leaving to other Nations a Chriftian
r
!f?

L

Liberty in thofe Forms of Diicipline which are mail agree-
.

-~*.~j
f

able to their Civil Government.

Others propofed, " That the prefent Liturgy might be
" continued, but that the Apocryphal Leflbns be entirely

** omitted ; that all Sentences of Holy Scripture be accord-
** ing to the lafl Tranflation ; that theWord Miniiler be ufed
" inflead of Prieil ; with fome other Amendments That,
" with regard to Epifcopal Government, Bimops be oblig-

** ed to conftant preaching in their Metropolitan or Paro-
<e chial Churches ; that they never ordain without
" confent of three or four Prefbyters at leafl ; that
'* they do not fufpend by their fole Authority, but with
** confent of Prefbyters, and that for weighty caufes ;

" that none may be excommunicated but by the Bifhop
*' himielf, with confent of the Paftor in whofe Parifh the
" Delinquent dwells ; and that for heinous and very fcanda-
41 lous crimes only.——• That the fees of Ecclefiailical

** Courts be regulated, and that Bishops, Chancellors, and
" their Officials, may be fubject. to the cenfure of Provin-
si cial Synods and Convocations."

But all thefe attempts for Accommodation were blafted, The Com-

by the iliffnefs of the Bifhops againil all Relaxations, and mitte ot

by the difcovery of the plot to bring the Army to London daUon"
"

to diflblve the Parliament; this put the Nation into a breaks up.

Ferment, and widened the diflance between the King and

the two Houfes, upon which the Committee broke up about

the middle of May, without bringing any thing to Per-

fection. Mr. Fuller has obferved very juftly, " That the
** moderation and mutual compliance of thefe Divines,

If* might have faved the Body of Epifcopacy, and prevent-
** ed the Civil War ; but the Court Biihops expected no
*' good from them, fufpecting the doclrinal Puritans (as

'* they nick-named thofe Biihops and Epifcopal Divines)
** joined with the Difciplinary Puritans, would betray the
" Church between them. Some hot Spirits would abate
" nothing of Epifcopal Power or Profit, but maintained,
*' that the yielding any thing was granting the day to the

" oppofite party." 'Tis the Obfervation of another learn- Bifton
" ed Writer, upon the Committee's agreeing to have the Kcn ne*.

** Pfalms in the Liturgy printed according to the new
" Tranflation ; to expunge all Apocryphal Leflbns ; to

" alter certain- paflages in the Book of Common Prayer

;

A a 4 vmJ
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King* and fome other things, with which divers of the Prefbyte-
Ch

*jJ"

L
rians faid they were fatisfied, " That if the Epifcopal Men

<_—T—nj* " had made thefe conceffions when they were in full Pow-
tf er, they had prevented the mifchiefs that were coming
" upon them ; but as things were at prefent, neither fide

" appeared very well fatisfied."

Remarks. There were deep Refentments in the Breads of both

Parties ; the Bifhops were incenfed at the bold attacks of

the Houfe of Commons upon their Peerage and Spiritual

Jurifdic-tion ; and the Puritans had a quick fenfe of their for-

mer Sufferings, which made them reftlefs till they had dipt

their wings. 'Tis very remarkable, and looks like an Appear-

ance of the Divine Difpleafure againft " the Spirit of thefe

?' Times," that Archbifhop Ufher's fcheme, for the Re-
duction of Epifcopacy, which would have fatisfied the

chief Body of the Puritans, could not be obtained at this

time from the King and the Bifhops ; that afterwards,

when the King offered this verv Scheme at the Treaty of

the Ifle of Wight, the Parliament and Puritan Divines

would not accept it, for fear of breaking with their Scots

Brethren. Again, when the Prefbyterian Minifters, at the

Reftoration of King Charles II. prefented it to his Majefty

as a Model with which they were fatisfied, and which would
comprehend in a manner their whole Body, both the King
and Bifhops rejecled it with contempt, and would not fuffcr

it to be debated.

Remarks. It may not be improper in this place, to make a few
upon Mr. Remarks upon this part of Mr. Rapin's Accurate and ju-

1
in

" dicious Hiftory of England, who in his Account of thefe

Times feems to rcprefent the Body of the Puritans to be

Prefbyterians,and as ha\ing formed a Conspiracy againft the

who 1
-. Fabrick of the Church, from the very beginning of

feht Pairli iment ; whereas the State of the Controverfy was

now changed: In the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King

James I. the Puritans were for the moil part Prefbyte-

rians, though even then there were many Epifcopalians

among them ; but from the time that Arminianifm pre-

vailed in the Church, and the whole Body of the Calvinifts

came to be diftinguifhed by the name of Doctrinal Puritans,

both Parties feemed to unite in a moderate ! pikopacy, for

there was little or no mention of the old Book of Dilciplinc

for twenty years before the beginning of the Civil War, all

the CoritroVerfy being upon Points of Calvinil'm ; upon a

ReducLion of ;!. at Power of the Bifhops; and

upon
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upon Innovations (as they were called) and Ceremonies. King

There were few either among the Clergy or Laity, that had
|

rles
•

a zeal for Prefbytery, or defired any more than to be rid of ,_ .

their oppreflions. But Mr. Rapin is of opinion, that " among Vol. XL
" the Members of Parliament there were real Prefbyterians, P- 6 3i 6 S»

'* who thought, no doubt, of altering the whole government 5 °'

" of the Church. Thefe are reprefented as deep Politi-

**. cians, as working under ground, and making ufe of all

" kinds of artifices to accomplifh their defigns, which they
" took care not to difcover." He owns, indeed, that " the

" Presbyterians were not very numerous in the Houfe, but
l< that they were fupported by a pretty great Party in the
i( Kingdom, and particularly by the Scots." All which
feems to me to require ftronger Evidence than he has been

able to produce. I have fhewn from Lord Clarendon, that

both Koufes of Parliament at their firif fitting down, were
almofl to a Man for the conftitution of the Church ; that

they aimed at no more than a Redrefs of Grievances ; and

that there were not above two or three in both Houfes that

were for Root and Branch. That all the Members received

the Communion according to the ufage of the Church of

England, at their firfi: felting down, and brought a certifi-

cate of their having fo done. That the Petition of the Puri-

tan Miniflers was not for fetting up Presbytery, but ouly

for reforming the grievances of the Hierarchy ; the contrx)-

verfy between Bifhop Hall and the Smeclymnuan Divines,

proceeded on the fame foot, as did the Committee of Ac-
commodation. In fhort, when the Parliament was obliged

to fly to the Scots for their AfTiftance in the War, and to

receive their Covenant ; and when afterwards they found it

neceffary to pay the utmoft deference to their advices, left

they fhould withdraw their Army, and leave them to the

mercy of an enraged King ; they could never, in the worft

of times, be induced to eftablifh their Difcipline in the

Church of England, without a referve of the Ecclefiaftical

Power to themfelves. And as to the Minifters that made up
the AiTembly of Divines at Weflminfter, though in a courfe

of time they carried things very high, yet I am of opinion

with Mr. Fuller, that at firft " they "rather favoured the b. IX.
*.' Presbyterian Difcipline, or were brought over to em- P« *S8«

" brace it by the Scots," than that they came thither pof-

fefled with lentiments of its Divine Authority. However
'tis certain, that at the Reftoration thefe very Divines of-

fered to give it up for Archbifliop Ulster's Model of Primi-
tive Epifcopacy.

It
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King It mud be confeffed, that foon after the beginning of the

i6di
' Parnament there were many among the common People

^_ -
f
that were for Root and Branch, being fupported by the

Scots Commiflioners, who had conceived an implacable an-

tipathy againfl the Order of Bifhops, which they had voted

contrary to the Word of God. But this was not the cafe

with the Puritan Clergy, who wanted only to get rid of the

tyranny of the Bifhops, and were willing to leave the Par-

liament to model the government of the Church as they

pleafed. But as the influence of the Scots over the two
Houfes encreafed, Presbytery prevailed ; and when the Par-

liament were at their mercy, and forced to fubmit to what
conditions they would impofe upon them for their affiftance,

the Kirk Difcipline was in its afcendant, and at length ad-

vanced into a Divine Right in the alfembly of Divines ; but

the Parliament would never come into it, and when the

Scots were gone home it dwindled by degrees, till it was al-

moft totally eclipfed by the rifing greatnefs of the Inde-

pendants.

It appears therefore to me, that there was no formed

defign as yet, either in the Houfe of Commons, or among
the Puritan Clergy, to fubvert the Hierarchy, and ere£t the

Presbyterian Government upon its Ruins ; there were no
confiderabie number of Presbyterian Miniflers in the Na-
tion and the leading Members in both Houfes were known

Ham. Mem. to ^c Qf anot; iier Stamp. " We are confident (lays the

King, in his Letter to the Council of Scotland, Aug. 26.)

'• that the moil confiderabie perfons in both Houfes of Par-
" iianaent, and thofe who make the faired pretenfions to

" you of uniformity in Church Government, will no fooner

" embrace a Presbyterial than you an Epifcopal." And Bi-

fhop Burnet fpeaks the fame language. So that what was

done in the Houfe of Commons afterwards, was the refult

of the fituation of their affairs, and not of any formed de-

fign : As that changed, lb did their Councils and Meafures.

The contrary to this ought not to be fuppofed, but proved

by inconteflible matters of facl, which neither Mr. R a pin,

nor any other Hitlorian that I have read, has yet done.

And 1 will venture to fay, that if there were fuch invifible

Presbyterians behind the curtain, that defigned the fub-

verfion of the Hierarchy, and blew it up as it were with-

out hands, they mull have been abler Statclmcn, and ma-
ilers of much more worldly Politicks, than their Poflerity

have ever been remarkable for.

To

»>7
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To return to the Parliament ; there were two Bills that King

arretted the Prerogative now ready for the Royal Affent
; ^Ti

'

one " to abolifh the Court of High Commiffion, and regit- _— - _j

'* late the Privy Council ; the other, " to take away the King's Con-

" Star Chamber." To induce the King to pafs them *£*£ P^;

more readily, the Commons fent up a Money Bill with forabolifh-

them; but when the King came to the Houfe [July 3.] ing the High

he paffcd the Adoney Bill, but told the Houfes, he muft JJSJf
0l1

take fome time to confider of the others ; which difgufted chamber,

the Commons fo much, that they returned to their Houfe

and immediately adjourned. At their next meeting, they

fell into new heats, which his Majefty being informed of,

came to the Houfe of Peers, and having fent for the Com-
mons, reprimanded them for their jealoufies, and then paffed

the Bills ; he alio put them in mind what he had done

this Seffion ;
" That he had yielded, that the Judges mould Nalfon,

'* hold their places Quam diu fe bene gefferint ; that he p ' 3 27 *

" had given away his Right to Ship Money
; granted a law

*' for Triennial Parliaments, and for fecuring the money
" borrowed for disbanding the Armies ; in a word, that he
<£ had hitherto given way to every thing, and therefore they
*' fhould not wonder, if in fome things he began now to
cc refufe." Lord Clarendon infinuates, that the King paffed

thefe Bills with reluctance ; from whence another ingenious

Writer concludes, that if ever the Miniftry could regain

their power, 'twas likely they would advife his Majefty to

declare them void, as being extorted from him by force and
violence,

The Act for abolifhing the High Commiffion Court re- AQ ,
abo

peals that branch of the Statute, 1 Eliz,. cap. 1. upon which iHhing the

this Court was founded, and then enacts, " That no Arch- c°^t of

" biflipps, Bifhops, Vicars General, Chancellor, or Offi-
Hi^ Com"

• 1 /-1 •rr r , 1 1 •/- -A- 1 million." cial, nor Commiilary ot any Arcnbifhop, Bifhop, or
" Vicar General, or any other fpiritual, or ecciefiaftical

" Officer, iliall by any grant, liceirfe or commiffion from
" the King, his Heirs or Succeffors, after the 1 ft of Auguft,
" 1641. award, impofe, or inflict any pain, penalty, fine,

" amercement, Imprifonmcnr, or other corporal punifh-
" ment, upon any of the King's fubjects, for any contempt,
" mifdemeanor, crime, matter or thing whatsoever, be-
" longing to fpiritual, or ecciefiaftical jurifdidtion, or fhall
*' Ex Officio tender or admiinifter to any perfon, any cor-
" poral oath, to make any prefentment of any crime, or
" to confefs or accufe himfelf of any crime, offence, delin-
i( quency, or Mifdemeanor, thereby he «r flie may be

" liable
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King « liable to any punifhment whatsoever, under penalty of tre-

1641
" *' kle cnarges> ar>d one hundred pounds to him or them who

I^Z-ys^ " iliall firfl demand or fue for the fame. And it is further

" enacted, that after the faid firfl of Augufl, 1 641. no new
" Court fhall be erected, or deemed, or appointed, that

" fhall have the like power, jurisdiction, or authority, as

*' the High Commifiion Court had, or pretended to have,
" but all fuch Commiflions, Letters Patents, &c. from the

" King, or his Succeflbrs ; and all Acts, Sentences and De-
" crees, made by virtue thereof, fhall be utterly void."

Remarks. By the parting this Bill all coercive power of Church Con-
fiflories was taken away, and the Spiritual Sword, that had

done fuch terrible execution in the hands of fome Bifhops,

was put into the Scabbard. It was very extraordinary that

the Bifhops, who were then in the Houfe of Lords, fhould

fo fupinely fuffer them.felves to be furprized out of their

power. Some were ready to obferve a hand ofjuflice, (fays

Mr. Fuller) that feeing many fimple fouls, by captious inter-

pTs/
' rogatories, had been circumvented by the High Commirtion

Court into a felf accufation, an unfufpected claufe in this

Statute fhould abolifli all their lawful authority ; for there is

no provifo in the Act to confine it only to the High Commif-
fion, but it extends to all Archbifhops, Bifhops, and all fpi-

rit.ual or ecclefiaflical Officers in any of their Courts. Lord
Clarend. Clarendon fays, that the King was apprehenfive that the
Vol 1. p. body of the Bill exceeded the title, and therefore made a

4 *

pauie in confenting to it, but that fome Bifhops prevailed

with his Majelly to fign it, to take off the odium from that

Bench, of their being enemies to all Reformation ; for it was

infinuated (fays the noble Hiflorian) that fince they oppofed

a tiue regulation of their power, there would be no way but

to cut them off Root and Branch.

Star Cham- The AQ for taking away the Star Chamber, and regu-
ber abohihed fating the Privy Council, diffolves the faid Court from the

firfl of Aug. 1 641. " and repeals all thofe Acts, or claufes

" of Acts of Parliament, by which any jurifdiction, Power,
" or authority, is given to the faid Court, or to any of
" the Officers or Miniflcrs thereof. And it ordains fur-

*' thcr, that neither his Majefly, nor his Privy Council,

" ha\e, or ought to have, any jurifdiclion, power, or au-

«' thority, by Englifh Bill, Petition, Articles, Libel, or

" ether arbitrary way, to examine or draw in qucftion,

**. determine, or difpofe of the land>, tenements, hcredita-

" merits, goods or chatties, of any of the Subjects of this

" Kingdom."
Thus
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Thus fell the two chief Engines of the late arbitrary pro- King

ceedings in Church and State, which had the Liberties
i6

and Eftates of many religious and pious Families to anfwer ^yNj
for. Bv the Provifo in the Act for abolifhing the High

CommiiTion, that M no new Court fhall be erected with
M like power for the future :" It appears how odious their Vol L

Proceed- r.gs were in the eves of the Nation. Lord Clarer.- P- 28 5*

don admits, that the taking awav the Star Chamber at this

time v as very popolar ; but is of opinion, that it would be no

lefs politick in the Crown to revive it when the prefent dif-

tempers are expired ; but I fhculd hope an Englifh Parlia-

ment would never confent to it.

When the King had figned the two Bills, he defired the ^j.,^.-^ m
advice of his Parliament, concerning a Manifefto which he favour of the

intended to fend to the Diet of Ratiibon in favour of the Pasture Fa-

Palatine Familv, in which he declares, that he will not
rnI) '

abandon the interefts of his Sifter and Nephews, but will

employ all his force and power in their behalf unlefs they

are reftored. This was highly acceptable to the Puritans,

who had always the Intereft of that Houfe at heart. The
Manifefto was read July 7, when the Commons declared ,jQ

*

their approbation of it, and refolved, to give his Majefty

fuch affiftance therein, as fhall ftand with the Honour of

hi: Majefty, and the Intereft and Affections of his King-

dom, if the o refent Treaty does not fucceed. The Peers

concurred in the fame "\ ote. and both Houfes defired the

King to recommend it to the Parliament of Scotland ;

which his Majefty promifed. Many warm Speeches were j^ion
made on this c:cailon in favour of the Queen of Bohemia, p. 368, 578;

bv Sir Simon D'Ewes, Air. Denzil Hollis, and Sir Benja-

min Rudvard. " The reftoring the Prince to his Electo-
" rate (feys Sir Benjamin) will reftore the Proteftant Reli-

" gion there ; it will ftrengthen and encreafe it in Germa-
*' nv, which is of great and vaft confequence. It will

" likewiie refrefh and comfort the needful heart of that
<e moft noble, virtuous, and magnanimoufiv fuffering Queen
te of Bohemia his Majeftv's Sifter, and his Highnels's Mo-
* ther, who is ever to be highly and tenderiv regaided by
u this Houfe, and by this Kingdom. Mr. Denzil Hollis

faid, " The Houfe of Commons looks upon thofe diftrefTed

" Priv.ces of lb glorious an Extraction, with an eye of
" tendernefs, wiftiing everv drop or that Princelv Blood
" may ever be illuftrated with honour and happinefs
" To hear that thefe Princes ihouid have their patrimony
c< taken from them, and fuffer things fo unworthy of their

" BirtH
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" Birth and Relation, is a thing that makes our ears to

" tingle, and our hearts to rife within us—But there is ano-
u ther motive which has an irrefiftible operation with us,which
" is the advancement of the Proteftant Religion—The Pro-
" teftant Religion and this Kingdom muft live and die toge-
" ther ; and 'tis madnefs to fuppofe the Proteftant Religi-
" on can continue here, if we fufFer it to be deftroyed and
" eradicated out of the Neighbour Countries Religion
" is the heart of England, and England is the heart of
" the Proteftant Religion in all the other parts of Chriften-
11 dom ; let us therefore, like wife men, that forefee the
" evil afar ofr, rather meet it at adiftance, than (lay till

u the Auftrian Ambition and Popiih Power comes to

" our door." Thefe were the fentiments of the Puritans

in this Parliament, with refpecr. to the Anceftors of his

prefent Majefty, and the Proteftant Religion. The Queen
of Bohemia was fo fenfible of their particular regards for

her family, that fhe fent them her thanks ; but the Mani-
fefto came to nothing.

The Commons not being able to come at their intended

alterations in the Church, while the Bench of Bifhops re-

mained intire in the Houfe of Peers, formed feveral fchemes

to divide them : It was firft propofed to fet large fines upon

both Houfes of Convocation for compiling the late Canons,

and a bill was brought in for that purpofe ; but upon better

consideration it was thought more effeclual for the prefent,

to make examples of thofe Bifhops only, that were the

principal movers in that affair ; agreeably to this Refolu-

tion a Committee was appointed, July 31, to draw up an

Impeachment againft one half of the Bench, (viz.) Dr.

Laud, Archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr. Curie Bifhop of

Winchefter, Dr. Wright Bifhop of Coventry and Litch-

field. Dr. Goodman Bifhop of Gloucefter, Dr. Hall Bifhop

of Exeter, Dr. Owen Bifhop of St. Afaph, Dr. Pierfe Bi-

lhop of Bath and Wells, Dr. Wren Bifhop of Ely, Dr.
,

Roberts Bifhop of Bangor, Dr. Skinner Bifhop of Briftol,

Dr. Warner Bifhop of Rochefter, Dr. Towers Bifhop of

Peterborough, Dr. Owen Bifhop of LandafF. The Im-

peachment was of High Crimes and Mifdcmeanors, " For
" making and publishing the late Canons, contrary to the

" King's Prerogative, to the fundamental Laws of the

" Realm, to the Rights of Parliament, and to the proper-

" ty and liberty of the Subject ; and containing matters

" tending to Sedition, and of dangerous confequence ; and
*' for granting a Benevolence or Contribution to his Ma-
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'* jefty, to be paid by the Clergy of that Province, con- Kins

" trary to Law." It was carried up to the Lords Augufl:4, "g" "

by Serjeant Wild, who demanded, in the name of all the ._ - j
Commons of England, the Bifhops might be forthwith put

to anfwer the Crimes and Mifdemeanors abovementioned,

in the prefence of the Houfe of Commons ; and that fuch

further proceedings might be had againfl: them as to Law
and Juftice appertained. The Commons were in hopes, Fuller,

that the Bifhops would have quitted their Votes in Parlia- g

ment to be difcharged of the Praemunire ; but they refolv-

ed to abide by their right, and therefore only defired time

to prepare their anfwer, and Council for their afliftance

;

accordingly they were allowed three months time to put

in their anfwer, and Council of their own Nomination,

(viz.) Serjeant Jermin, Mr. Chute, Mr. Heme, and Mr.

Hales.

But from this time the Bifhops fell under a general dif- They fall

regard ; the cry of the populace was againfl them, as the
ltlt0 nes '

chief Impediments of all Reformation in Church and State;

and even the Temporal Peers treated them with negle£r,

expreffing their diflike at the Bifhop of London's being

fliled Right Honourable. Befides the Lords Spiritual were

not diflinctly mentioned in the Bills that palled this Seffion,

according to the ancient ufage ; the Cleik of the Parlia-

ment, in reading the Bills to the Houfe, turned his back

upon the Bench of Bifhops ; and when the Houfes went in

a body to Church on a Fall Day, the Temporal Barons

gave themfelves precedency of the Bifhops. Thefe were
the preludes to their downfal, which happened about fix

months forward, though from this time they were little

better than Cyphers in the Houfe.

Thefe refolute proceedings againfl the Bifhops put the The King

Court upon forming new projects to break up the Parlia- refolves up-

ment. It was obferved, that the flrength and courage of .

ona

^
rosrers

the Houfe of Commons rofe from their Confederacy with
jan(j t0 dif-

the Scots, whofe Army in the North was entirely in their unite that

interefl ; it was therefore refolved in Council, to difunite ^l
p" y™m

that Nation (if poiTible) from the Parliament, and to bring ment .

them over to the King, by yielding every thing they mould
defire ; for this purpofe his Majefly declared his Refolution

to the two Houfes, to vifit his native Country in perfon

within fourteen days, and defired them to finifh the Bills

that were before them by that time. The Commons be-

ing aware of the defign, and apprehenfive of danger, if

the King fliould put himfelf at the head of the Englifh

Army
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Army in the North, fent away the Earl of Holland imme-
diately with money to pay them off, which was done with-

out mutiny or difturoance J but the bufinefs of the Houfes

being very urgent, and the time iliort, they voted, that in

this cafe of great neceffity, concerning the peace of the

Kingdom, they would fit the next day, being Sunday, by

fix a clock in the morning ; which they did, and having

heard a Sermon, returned to the Houfe about nine, and fat

all day long en the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday,

[Augaft 8, 164 1.] But left this might be mifconftrued as a

profanation, or be drawn into example, they publiflied the

following declaration ;

Rufliw. *< TTTHereas both Houfes of Parliament upon the 8th of
p. 36a. « yy Auguft, being Lord's Day, for many urgent oc-

t-Alfi.
" cafions, being ftraiten'd in time, by his Majefty's Refo-
" lution to go within a day or two to Scotland, they think

" fit to declare, that they would not have done this but
" upon inevitable neceffity ; the peace and fafety of both
" Church and State being fo deeply concerned, which they
a do hereby declare, to this end, that neither any other in-

" ferior Court or Council, or any other perfon, may draw
" this into example, or make ufe of it for their encourage-
** ment, in neglecting the due obfervation of the Lord's
« Day."

The fame Vote paffed the Houfe of Lords Nemine Con-

tradicente, and was ordered to be printed.

Auguft 10, his Majefty came to the Houfe, and gave his

AiTent to a Bill concerning Knighthood ; againft the oppref-

fions of the Stannary Courts ; for regulating the Clerks of

Markets ; and for confirming and ratifying the peace [or

pacification] with the Scots. This laft being an affair of

great confequence, I fhall give the reader an abflracT: of the

Treaty, which had been depending ever fince Nov, 23$

1640, between the Commiffioners of both Nations, who
agreed to the following conclufions [Auguft 7.] which the

King ratified and confirmed, the very day he fet out for

Scotland.

AMtraa of " That the Acts of Parliament held at Edinburgh, June
thcPacifica- a 2 . be publifhed by his Majefty's Authority, and have in

" all time to come the full flrength of Laws.lion with

Shetland.

That
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" That the Caftle of Edinburgh, and other Forts of
" Scotland, fhould be furnifhed and ufed for the defence
" of the Kingdom, with the advice of the States of Par-
*' liament.

" That all thofe who in England or Ireland have been
" imprifoned, or otherwife cenfured for fubfcribing the Co-
U venant, and for refufing to take the oath contrary to
*' the fame, mail be releafed and freed from fuch cenfures

;

" and for the time to come, the Subjects of Scotland living
'* in Scotland, fhall not be obliged to any oaths contrary
" to the Laws or Religion of that Kingdom ; but if they
(i come to refide in England or Ireland, they mall be fub-
" je6b to the Laws, as others are.

" That all his Majefcy's Courts of Juftice fhall be free
"' and open againft all evil Counfellors and Delinquents ;

" that the Parliament of Scotland mall have liberty to
" proceed againil: fuch ; and that his Majefly will not em-
if ploy any perfon, in any office or place, who fhall be
'-' judged incapable by fentence of Parliament j nor make
*' ufe of their fervice, nor grant them accefs to his Royal
" Perfon, without confent of Parliament.

•' That all Ships and Goods on both fides be reftored,
'* and that three hundred thoufand Pounds be given to the
" Scots by the Engliili, for their friendly afliftance and
*.' relief.

" That all Declarations, Proclamations, 6Vc. that have
*' been published againil the Loyalty and Dutifulnefs of
" his Majefty's Subjects of Scotland be recalled and fup-
" prefTed ; and that at the clofe of the Treaty of peace,
'* the Loyalty of his Majefty's faid Subjects fhall be made
'* known at the time of publick Thankfgiving in all places,

" and particularly in all parifh Churches of his Majefty's
" Dominions.
" That the Garrifons of Berwick and Carlifle be remov-

'* ed, and all things be reduced to the State they were ia

?' before the late troubles.

" Whereas Unity in Religion, and Uniformity in Church
" Government has been defired by the Scots, as a fpecia!

*' means for preferving the peace between both Kingdoms;
" his Majefly, with the advice of both Houfes of Parlia-
* ( ment, doth approve of the affection of his Subjects of
" Scotland, in their defire of having a conformity of
" Church Government between the two Nations. And
" as the Parliament hath already taken into confideration

'•' the Reformation of Church Government, fo they will

Vol. II. B b proceed
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Kmg a proceed therein in due time, as fhall beft conduce to the

il\\.
" g' ory °f God, the peace of the Church, and of both
" Kingdoms.

" That the Prince of Wales fhall be permitted to re-

" pair into Scotland, and refide there, as there fhall be
'* occafion.

" That his Majefty will give ear to the informations of

" Parliament, and when that is not fitting, to the Council
" and College of Juftice, fo far as to make choice of
(t fome one of fuch, as they, by common confent, fhall

" recommend to places of truft in the Council, the Seffion,

" and other Judicatures. Or if his Majefty fhall think

" any other perfon fit, he fhall acquaint his Parliament,

" to the intent, that if by their information anyjuflexcep-
c * tion fhall be made to the faid perfon, his Majefty may
" nominate another.

" That fome Noblemen, &c. of the Scots Nation, fhall

" be placed about the King ; and that his Majefty will en-

" deavour to give juft Satisfaction to his people, with re-

" gard to his placing none but perfons of the Reformed
'* Religion about his own and the Prince's perfon."

Then follows an Act of Oblivion, with exception to

the Scots Prelates, and four others ; and in the clofe the

Ratification of the whole, in thefe Words ;

" Be it enacted by his Majefty, with the affent of the

" Lords and Commons in this prefent Parliament affem-
" bled, that the faid Treaty, and all the Articles thereof,

" be, and (land for ever ratified and eftablifhed, and have
" the force, vigour, ftrength and authority of a Law,
" Statute, and Act of Parliament And his Majefty for

" himfelf and his Succeffors, promifcs in verbo principis,

*' never to come in the contrair of this Statute and Sanc-
" tion, nor any thing therein contained, but to hold the
" fame in all points firm and ftable, and caufe it to be tru-

*' ly obferved, according to the tenor and intent thereof,
u now and for ever And the Parliaments of both King-
*' doms refpecYively give full affurance, and make pubUck
" Faith, for the true and faithful obfervation of this lita-
'•' ty, &c. hinc inde, in all times to come."

Bifhop Burnet very jultly obferves a collufion in the

King's approving the defire of his Scots Subjects for Uni-"

formity of Church Government ; his Majefty wifhed it ai

much as they, but with a very different View; the King
was tor bringing them to the Englifh Standard, whereas

the
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*he Scots intended to bring the Englifh to theirs ; but, as has KinS

been obferved, his Majefty was relieved to contradict them
l6
" "

in nothing, that he might break the confederacy between t^—y -J
the two Nations ; for Lord Saville had now informed him
of the correfpondence of fome of the Englifh Nobility

with the Scots, which encouraged them to raife an Army
and march to the borders ; he had fhewn him a copy of

the Letter, with the forged names of Effex, Bedford,

Mandeville, and others, exciting them to affert the Liber-

ties of their Church and Nation, and promifing all the

affiftance they could give with fafety to themfelves. His

Majefty therefore refolved to gain over the Scots, that he

might be at liberty to profecute jhe Inviters, and recover

his Prerogative in England, which he knew he could ac-

complifh by the afMance of the Irifh, if the Englifh Pu-
ritans were but left to themfelves. The Parliament were

aware of the defign, and therefore appointed one Lord and

two Commons to follow his Majefty to Scotland, in order

to keep up a good correfpondence with the Parliament of

that Nation, and to exhort therri, fince they had gained

their own Liberties by the afliftance of the Englifh Parlia-

ment, not to defert them till the Englifh alfo had recovered

theirs.

The King fet out poft Auguft 10, and arrived at Edin- King's Pro-

burgh in three or four days ; the Parliament met Auguft 19, I
1^8

,'
11*? '

when his Majefty acquainted them in a moft gracious

Speech that the end of his coming into his native Coun-
try, was to quiet the diffractions of the Kingdom, " and Rufliw.

" this I mind (fays his Majefty) fully and chearfuily to per- P' ^ 2 '

" form, for I afTure you, I can do nothing with more
" cheerfulnefs, than to give my people a general Sa-
" tisfacfcion ; wherefore not offering to endear myfelf to
*' you in words, which is not my way, I defire in the firft

r
c place to fettle that which concerns Religion, and thejuft

.

" Liberties of this my native Country, before I proceed
" to any other A6t." Accordingly his Majefty allowed of h;< Concef-

their late proceedings in oppofing the Engliih Liturgy, and fans,

erecting Tables in defence of their Liberties ; he con-

firmed the acls of their Affembly at Glafgow, which de-

clared, that " the Government of the Church by Arch-
-" bifhops and Bifhops was contrary to the Word of God,
" and was therefore abolifhed." The Reverend Mr. Hen-
derfon waited on the King as his Chaplain, and was ap-

pointed to provide Preachers for him while he was in that

B b 2 Country,
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Country, his Majefty having declared, that he would con-

form to their manner of Worfhip while he was among
them. Mr. Henderfon had the Rent of the Royal Cha-
pel ; Mr. Gillefpie had a penfion, and the profeflbrs of the

feveral Univerfities had their provifions augmented, by the

Revenues formerly belonging to the Bifhops. His Majefly

conferred Titles of Honour upon many of their Gentry ;

and all parties were fo well pleafed, that it was faid, when
his Majeily left the Kingdom, That he departed a conten-

ted King from a contented People.

Upon hi? n- No fconer was the King returned home but the Englifh

Iandhe?^"
Bifhops reproached his Majefly with his ConcefTions, efpe-

pentsof cially for admitting the Englifh Hierarchy to be contrary to

them. the Word of God. They told him, he had unravelled

that Web which his Father and himfelf had been weaving

in that Country for above forty years, and inftead of

making the Scots his Friends, that he had only created a

new third in the Englifh Parliament to follow their exam-
ple. Thefc F.cmonflrances had fuch an influence upon
the unhappy King, that he repented heartily of what he
had done, and told Dr. Saunderfon, afterwards Bifhop of

Lincoln, when he was in the Ifle of Wight, that two
errors did much afflict him, " his confenting to the Earl
" of Strafford's Death, and his abolifhing Epifcopacy in

" Scotland ;" and that if God fhould ever reflore him to

the peaceable poflcflion of his Crown, he would demon-
ftrate his Repentance by a publick confefllon, and a volun-

tary penance, (I think fays the Dr.) by going barefoot from
the lower of London, or Whitehall, to St. Paul's, and

defiling the people to intercede with God for him. This

fhews, how much Superftition frill remained in his Majefly's

Make and Conflitution, when he could imagine, the go-

ing barefoot through the ftreets could atone for his mif-

takes ; and how little dependance was to be had upon his

promifes and declarations, that even in the year 1648,
when the neceffity of his affairs obliged him to confent to

an Uniformity of Prefbyterian Government in both Na-
tions, he could declare in private to his Chaplain, that if

" he was ever reftored to his Throne, he would do pub-
" blick penance for abolifhing Epifcopacy in Scotland.

Upon the whole, the King's Journey into his native Country

did him no fervice ; for though the Scots w ere pleafed

with his Majefly's ConcefTions, they durif not depend upon

them as long as he was under the direction of the Qikui
and
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and the Englifh Bifhops, but thought themklves obliged, -.J
"8 .

from gratitude, affection, and interefl, to cultivate a good
1(

^'

understanding with the Englifh Parliament, and affiil them v«—v—~J
in recovering their Religion and Liberties.

Upon the day of thankfgiving for the Pacification be- Thankfgiy-

tween the two nations [September 7 .] Bifhop Williams, pfci^all0n.

Dean of Weftminfter, without any direction from his fupe- Nalfon, p.

riors, compofed a Form of Prayer for the fervice of the 477-

day, with which the Houfe of Commons were offend 'd,

and came to this refolution, " That the Bifhop of Lincoln
" had no power to fet forth any prayer to be read on the

" publick Thankfgiving ; and that no Minifter is obliged

" to read the faid prayer ; and the Houfe is of opinion,
(( and do order, that the faid prayer be not read in the liber-

*' ties of Weftminfter, or elfewhere." Dr. Burges and Mr.
Marfhall preached before the Commons, and read the fol-

lowing order, appointed by boh Houfes to be publifhed in

all the Churches tbroughout England, with his MajeiVy's

confent.

u ITTHereas according to the Act of this prefent Parlia- Scots declar-

" VV ment, for confirmation of the Treaty of Pacifi- ed to be the

" cation, it was defired by the CommifTioners of Scotland, fu'ntbje^V

f* that the loyalty and faithfulnefs of his Majefty's fubjects

" [of Scotland] might be made known .at the time of
" thankfgiving, in all places, and particularly in all Parifh
" Churches of his Majefty's dominions ;

" which requeft

was gracioullv condefcended to by his Majeicy, and con-
" firmed by the faid Act :" It is now ordered and com-

f manded by both Houfes of Parliament, that the fame be

effe&uaHy done in all Parifh Churches throughout this

kingdom, on Tuefday, Sept. 7. at the time of the pub-

P lick thankfgiving, by the reflective Minifters of each

parifh, or their Curates, who are hereby required to read

this prefent order in the Church.

The Order being read, the Minifters declared, that

notwithstanding all that had paft in the late Commoti-
ons, the Scots nation were ftill his Majefty's faithful

and loyal fubjects. Thus as the calling and continuance

of an Englifh Parliament, after twelve years interval,

was owing to the marching of the Scots army into the

norih of England, it was by the powerful fupport and af-

fiil ance of that Parliament, and the expence of a million of

money, that the Scots obtained the prefent Pacification,

B b 3 with
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with the full recovery of their Kirk Difcipline and Civil

Liberties.

In the midfl: of this ferment of the fpirits of men, the

workings of oppofite councils; and the taking the fword

out of the hands of the Spiritual Courts, it is not to be won-

der'd that the rtate of Religion was unfettled, and that men
began to prattife with fome latitude in points of Ceremony
and Forms of Worfhip. It has been obferved, that in the

beginning of the year the Houfe of Commons had ordered

Commifiions to be fent into all the Counties of England,

for removing the late innovations ; June 28. It was further

Votes of the ordered, " That neither Univerfity fhould do reverence to

Houfe of " the Communion Table." And Aug. 31. " That the
Commons t , church Wardens of the feveral parifhes fhall forthwith
concerning ix-i • m i i < < n j r i.

theCommu- remove the Communion Table from the ealt end Qt the

nion Table, ti churches where they {land Altarwife, and take away the
N
gg

fon '

8
f' " Rails, and level the Chancels, as before the late innova-

" tions." Upon complaint of the want of Sermons, and

that the incumbents, in many places, would not admit

Preachers into their Pulpits, though the Parifh maintained

For Encou- them, it was order'd, June 14. " That the Deans and

PrSin-
° f " CnaP ters or" a11 Cathedrals be required, and enjoined,

" to fuffer the inhabitants to have free liberty to have a

" Sermon preached in their Cathedrals every Sunday in the

" afternoon." • July 1 2. ordered, " That in all Parochial

" Churches where there is no preaching in the afternoon, if

11 the Parifhioners will maintain a conformable Lecturer
'* at their own charge, the Parfon or Vicar fhall give way
" to it, unlefs he will preach himfelf." Sept. 6. order'd,

" That it be lawful for the Parifhioners of any Parifh to iet

" up a Lecture, and to maintain an orthodox Minifter at

" their own charge, to preach every Lord's Day where
" there is no preaching, and to preach one day every week
" where there is no weekly Lecture." . But notwithstand-

ing thefe votes, fome Bifliops inhibited preaching on Sun-

days in the afternoon ; and in particular Dr. Montague,
Bifhop of Norwich, upon which the Commons voted,

'•* That his Lordfhip's inhibition of the Reverend Mr.
" Carter to preach in his own Parifh Church, was void ;

" and that every Minifler may preach in his own Pariih
M Church as often as he picnics."

Commiitee Many petitions being fent from divers counties for preach-

forpreaching ing Miniflers, a Committee of forty Members of the- 1 [oufej
Mimftenu called the " Committee for preaching Minifters," was apl
Cl.iri.-n. Vol. * ° *

1

I. p. 2J5 .
pointed
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pointed to fend Minifters where there were vacancies, and

to provide for their maintenance. Thefe Gentlemen re-

commended many of the late filenced Minifters, as the

Reverend Mr. Cafe, Mr. Marfhal, Sedgwick, Burroughs,

whom fome of the Vicars refufed to admit into their Pul-

pits, or at leaft diffuaded their Parifhioners from hearing

them, for which fome of them were required to attend the

Committee ; and becaufe great complaints were made to f^nd^u
the Houfe, of the idlenefs and vicioufnefs of the Country Mmiiters.

Clergy, another Committee was appointed to examine into

fuch complaints, and was called the " Committee for fcan-
" dalous Minifters."

The day before the recefs of the Parliament, [Sept. 8.] Votes for

it was refolved by the Commons, " That the Lord's Day
fei

.

e

vat jon of"
" fhould be duly obferved and fan&ified ; that all dancing, the Lord's

*' or other fports either before or after Divine Service, be r>a)' -

'* forborn and retrained ; and that the preaching of God's
l

j^
"' p*

" Word be promoted in the afternoon, in the feveral
M Churches and Chapels of this Kingdom ; and that Mini-
" fters and Preachers be encouraged thereunto. The Chan-
" cellors of the two Univerfities, the heads of Colleges,
" all Patrons, Vicars, and Church Wardens, are to make
" certificate of the performance of thefe orders ; and all

" Defaulters to be returned to the Parliament before the
" 30th of October next Order'd further, That all Cru-
" cifixes, fcandalous Pictures of any one or more Perfons
" of the Trinity ; and all Images of the Virgin Mary fhal*

" be taken away and abolifhed, and that all Tapers, Can-
*' dlefticks, and Bafons, be removed from the Communion
" Table.' That all corporal reverences at the name of
** Jefus, or towards the eaft end of the Church, Chapel,
" or Chancel, or towards the Communion Table, be for-

'* born." Thefe Orders to be obferved in all Cathedral, ru(W. p.

and Collegiate Churches and Chapels, in the two Univerfi- 386-

ties, by the refpe&ive Officers and Minifters of thefe

Places, and by the Readers and Benchers of the Inns of

Court.

The Houfe of Lords confented to fome of thefe Refolu- tfoufe of

tions, but not to others ; they agreed in their Committee, Lords difa-

" That no Rails mould be placed about the Communion gree w 'th

" Table, where there were none already, but not to the pull- inmSt

'I ing down of all that were fet up ; that all Chancels raif- Nalfon, p.

" ed within fifteen years paft fhould be levell'd ; that ^ '' 48 *>

*' Images of the Trinity fhould be abolifhed, without limi-

B b 4 tation
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Kl"§ " tation of time ; and all Images of the Virgin Mary erected

1641.
' -' within twenty years paft." But as for bowing at the

K^-y\j name of Jefus, they infifted that it fliould be left indifferent.

So that when the Queflion was put, to agree or not agree

with the refolutions of the Commons, it paifed in the ne-

gative, eleven againft nine. The Commons therefore pub-

lifhed their Refolutions apart, and defired the people to wait

patiently for the intended Reformation, without any difturb-

ance of the worfhip of God, and of the peace of the king-

dom. Upon which the Lords in a heat appointed their Or-
der of Jan. 16. 1640-1. already mentioned, to be printed,

u w. p. (( 'pjiat £)[v jne Service fhould be performed as it is appoint-

tlaren. Vol.
u ed by Acl: of Parliament ; and that all that difturb that

1. p. 25*3. «f wholefome Order fhall be feverely punifhed according to

" law. That all Parfbns, Vicars, and Curates, in their
ce feveral Parifhes, do forbear to introduce any Rites or Ce-
" remonies that may give offence, otherwife than thofe

Nalfon, p. «< that are eftablifhed by the Laws of the Land." This
485- was voted by twelve of the Lords prefent, the other fix en-

tering their proteft ; after which both Houfes adjourned for

Vol. xi. p. fix Weeks. Mr. Rapin obferves, That there feems no ne-
l83* ceflity for the Lords to renew this order ; but that it was

done out of fpleen and revenge, becaufe the Commons had

made a declaration againft Innovations, and it was not

doubted but the Bifhcps were the chief authors of it.

Their Votes Lord Clarendon reprefents the putting thefe Orders of the
put inexe- Houfe of Commons in execution, as a tranfeendent pre-

fumption, and a breach of privilege of the Houfe of Lords

;

and tho' in one place his Lordfhip acknowledges, that little

or nothing of Moment was done in purfuance of the Or-
ders of the two Houfes, yet upon this occafion he fays,

Claren. Vol. " That fediiious and factious perfons caufed the windows to
II. 1. 290, a ke Dro |cen down in Churches ; tore away the rails, re-

" moved the Communion Tables, and committed many
" infolent and fcandalous difordeis, and that if any oppofed
" them they were fent for before the Committee." But

the faired account of this Matter may be gathered

from Mr. Pym's Report to the Houfe at their firft

meeting after the recefs. " Tbe Committee of Religi-

" on (fays he) have fent down divers of your Declara-
" tions into the Country, and have found, that in fome
" places where there were good Minifters they were
M retained, and in other places neglecled V. e

" cannot fay there have been any great Tumults,
w though
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" though the execution of the Orders of the Houfe has oc-

" cafioned fomething tending that way—In fome Parifhes

" they came to blows, and in others they would have done

" the like, if care had not been taken to prevent it. At
" St. Giles's Cripplegate, the Parifhioners were almoft

" at daggers drawing about the Rails of the Com-
*' munion Table, which they would not fuffer tobe're-

" moved—The like oppofition was made to the Orders of

" the Houfe at St. George Southwark, St. Mary Wool-
" noth, St. Botolph Alderfgate, and a few other places

;

" but in mod places they were quiet."

If the Innovations complained of were according to Law, Remark*,

neither Lords nor Commons had authority to remove them,

for in a time of publick peace and tranquility a Vote of Par-

liament cannot fufpend or fet afide a Law ; but if they were

apparently contrary to Law, I don't fee but either Houfe of

Parliament, or even the Parifhioners themfelves, by a vote

of their Veftry, might order them to be taken away. Re-
markable are the words of Sir Edward Deering to this pur-

pofe ;
" The Orders of the Houfe (fays he) are, doubtlefs,

y
U^"''

" powerful, if grounded upon the Laws of the Land ; upon °[
' p<

" this warrant we may, by an order, enforce any thing

" that is undoubtedly fo grounded ; and by the fame rule

*.' we may abrogate whatfoever is introduced contrary to

" the undoubted Foundation of your Laws ; but we may
<f not rule and govern by arbitrary and difputable or-

" ders, efpecially in matters of Religion,"

The Commons difallowed of the tumultuous attempts of Rioters,

private perfons, and punifhed them feverely. Complaint fr
Ul

ji
flied *

being made by the Inhabitants of St. Saviour's Southwark, p. 27 i.*

of certain perfons who had pulled down the Rails of the

Communion Table in an infolent and riotous manner, they

were fent for into Cuflody, and having been heard by their

Counfel at the Bar of the Houfe, the Church-wardens of

the Pariih were ordered to fet up new Rails, at the cofls

and charges of the offenders, in the manner they had flood

for fifty years before, but not according to the model of

the four or five laft years. The Rioters alfo were en-

joined to make a publick confeffion of their fault in the

body of the Church on a Sabbath Day, when the Congre-
gation fhould be prefent, and to fland committed to the

Fleet, during the pleafure of the Houfe. Upon another lb. p. 291.

complaint of the Parifhioners of St. Olave's Southwark,
againft others that had made a tumult in their Church, and

ufed irreverent Speeches during the Adminiflration of the

Sacrament

;
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King Sacrament ; the Delinquents were fent for into cuftody, and

1641.
' a* ter hearmg tney were committed to the King's Bench for

^_ —

,

— _? fix months, without bail or mainprize ; and ordered to (land

upon an high ftool in Cheapfide and in Southwark, for two
hours on a market day, and to acknowledge their fault pub-

lb. p. 395. Hckly : They were alfo fined twenty Pounds and to find

fureties for their good behaviour ; but when they had been

impnfoned about a month, upon their humble petition, and
acknowledgment of their mifdemeanors, they were releafed.

Sad repre- It we may give credit to the Petition from Canterbury,
fentation of things were every where in great confufion ; for it fays,

Religion by
" That the Religion and Government by Law eflablifhed,

the Royaliils " has been of late mofi miferably diffracted by ill affected

" perions, by whofe means the houfes of God,- are pro-

" faned, and in part defaced ; the Minifters of Chrifl are

" contemned and defpifed ; the Ornaments, and many
" Utenfils of the Church are abufed ; the Liturgy and
'.' Book of Common-prayer depraved and neglected ; that

" abfolute model of Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, vilified ;

" the Sacraments of the Gofpel, in fome places, rudely

" administered, in other places omitted ; folemn days of
" farting obferved, and appointed by private perfons ;

'* Marriages illegally folemnized ; Burials uncharitably per-

" formed, and the verv fundamentals of Religion fub-
u verted by the publication of a new Creed, and teaching

V the abrogation of the moral Law ; many offenfive Ser-
'* mons are preached, and many impious Pamphlets prin-

Vol.I. *< ted." Lord Clarendon fays, " That the Pulpits
P- *95« « were fU ppl'ie(] w ith feditious and fchifmatical Preachers.

" That in order to poifon the hearts of the King's Sub-
" jects, care was taken to place fuch Mimiters and Lec-
" turers in the moft popular Towns and Panfhes, as ab-
*' horred the prefent government and temperature of the
u Church and State;" and then adds, "I am confident

" there was not from the beginning of this Parliament,

" one orthodox or learned Man recommended by them
*' to any Church in England." Strange ! when fcarce

one was recommended but had been educated in our

own Univerfuies, and had fubferibed all the doctrinal Ar-

ticles of the Church ! But his Majefty's language is more

f^vere in his Declaration of Aug. 12. 1641. " Un-
And by the <<

(] e r pretence of encouraging Preaching ( fays he

)

King. it
t j]ev have ere&e(] Lectures in feveral Parifhes, and

'* commended fuch Lecturers as were men of no
<* Learning
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* Learning nor Conference, but furious promoters of the
t( moil dangerous Innovations ; many having taken no
" Orders, yet were recommended by Members of either

" Houfe to Parifhes ; and when rriechanick perfons have
" been brought before them for preaching in Churches,
" and have confeffed the fame, they have been difmiffed

" without punifhment, and hardly with reprehenfion. AH
*' perfons of learning, and eminency in Preaching, and of
tc fober and virtuous converfation ; of great examples in

** their lives, and even fuch as among thefe men had been
u of greater!: Eftimation, and fuffered tome what for them,
" were difcountenanced, and fuch men cherifhed, who
" boldly preached againft the government of the Church,
" againft the Book of Common-prayer, againft our king-

" ly, lawful Power, and againft our Perfon Further,
" a Licenfe even to Treafon is admitted in Pulpits, and
*' perfons ignorant in learning and underftanding, turbulent

** and feditious in difpofition, fcandalous in life, and un-
" conformable in opinion to the laws of the land, are im-
" pofed upon Parifhes, to infect and poifon the minds of
*' our people."-

What character the Parliament Divines had for Learn- Reply of the

inn;, for orthodoxy of Doctrine, and fobriety of Manners, Commons,

will appear hereafter. The Commons, in their Reply to
25S

"lJ
[*

his Majefty's Declaration, denied the whole of this charge,

and averred, " That they were careful in their enquiries'

" into the Learning and Morality of thofe whom they re-

" commended ; that they were not for encouraging Faction
" and Schifm, but for preferring thofe who were for a
'• parliamentary Reformation in Church and State. That
" they had fhewn their refentments againft the Mobs and
" Tumults, and againft the preaching of Laymen ;

" for

when they were informed, that Mr. Robinfon, Spencer,

Banks, Durant, and Green, being meer Laymen, had pre-

fumed to preach publickly, they fent for them [June 7.]
and reprimanded them by their Speaker, in thefe words ;

" The Houfe has a great diftafte of your Proceedings ;

" and if you offend at any time in the like kind again, this

" Houfe will take care you ihall be feverely punifhed."

Far be it from me to apologize for the furious Preachers Difadvan-

of thefe times ; though it will appear hereafter, that thep8esofthc

complaints of the Royalifts are very much exaggerated
; w j t i1

'

refre£t

but it was certainly a great difadvantage to the Parlia- to Ministers,

ment's Caufe, that they could not get a fupply of learned

and
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and able Preachers, becaufe the Keys cf admiflion into

Holy Orders were in the hands ot the Biihops, who
were very {txict at this time, in their examination into

the political principles of thofe whom they ordained ; this

reduced the Committee to the necefllty of admitting feme
few that came well recommended from New England or

Scotland, and had been only ordained by Piefbyters, or

fuch young Students, who producing their Teftimonials

from the Univerfities, were allowed to preach for fome
time as Candidates. They were under the like difadvan-

tage as to Prefentations or Inductions, molt of which were

in the hands of the King and the Bifhops.
ArchWfliop The Archbifhop of Canterbury continued to ordain

dodfrom
Pe

h'"s
'Clergymen of his own principles in the Tower; upon

juriidittion. which the Howfe of Lords ordered [Oilcob. 28.] that his

Jurifdiclion fhould be fequefter'd, and adminif'er'd by his

inferior Officers,, till he mould be acquitted of the charge

ol High Treafpn that was againft him. His Grace orten

admitted fuch Clergymen to livings as were obnoxious

to the two Houfes, infomuch that the Lords found it

neceffary to enjoin him to acquaint their Houfe with the

names of fuch perfons as he nominated to any ecclefi-

aftical Benefice, Promotion cr Dignity within his difno-

fal, to be approved of firft by the Houfe, before they

were collated or inlTituted. On the other hand, when
a Minifter was chofen by the Parifhioners, and recom-

mended to his Grace for admifiion, if he did not like

his Principles and Character, he would either except

againll: him, or fuffer the Living to lapfe to the Crown.

This created him new enemies, and kept alive the re-

ientments of the Commons. At length the Archbifhop

acquainted the King with his cafe, who fent him a pe-

remptory Letter, requiring him, " That as often as any
" Benefice, or other fpiritual Promotion, mould become
" void within his Gift, to difpoie of it only to fuch per-

« c fons as his Majcfty mould nominate ; and th^t if either, or

" both Houfes, mould command him otherwife, he mould
" then let it fall in lapfe to the Crown." As foon as the

Houfes were acquainted with this, they pubhfhed an Order

of their own, requiring the Archbifhop to difpofe of no

Benefice or fpiritual Promotion that fhould become void

at any time before his Trial, but with the leave and or-

der of the two Ploufes at Weftminfter. Such was the conteft

between the King and Parliament for the Pulpits ! It being

thought
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thought of great confequence on both fides to fill them Kms

wi' h Men of their own principles, who would be zealous in
j6

'

the caufesin which they were f'everally engaged. K~*-\<-m-J

All the Bifhops were under a cloud, and in no degree of Hiihop of

favour either with the Parliament or People, except the Bi- y^i°["*

fhopof Lincoln, who having been fome years in pnfon,

had no mare in the late Innovations." This Prelate, in the

receisof Parliament, vifited his Diocefe ; and exhorted the

people in his Sermons to keep their lawful Minifter, and not

go after " Tub Preachers in Conventicles." He acquainted

them with the laws, and told them, that no power could

protect them from the penalty of Statutes unrepealed.

" Look back (fays Lis Lordiliip) from the beginning of
*' Queen Elizabeth. Can the Gofpel iland belter agamft
" the Church of Rome than it has done under the Biliiops,
* e Liturgy, and Canons ? therefore don't abandon the good
" old way, for another which you do not know how much
" evil may be in it." But his Rhetorick had very little ef-

fect ; nor did the Parliament approve of his conduct, at a

time when his A'lajefty was cut of the Kingdom, and when
it was refolved to attempt fome confiderable alterations in

the Hierarchy of the Church.

The Diffractions in the State were no lefs threatening Diftraded

than thofe of the Church ; for the plague was in the City of state of the

London, which difperfed the Members, fo that they could Natlon -

hardly make a Houfe. The difbanding the Army infefted

the roads with highway Men, infomuch, that it was hardly

fafe to travel from one Town to another. The Officers

(many of whom were Papifts) crouded to London, and took

lodgings about Covent Garden and Whitehall, under pre-

tence of receiving the remainder of their pay ; thefe be-

haved witn unufual irfoler.ee, and (Truck terror into the

minds of the common people. The Mob was frequently

up in one part of the Town or another ; one while they

threaten'd the Pope's Nuncio, and another while the Queen
Mother, upon which they retired out of the Kingdom ;

but the Queen herfelf flood by her Friends : She had a

Convent of Capuchins in her Court, and protected great

numbers of the King's Subjects, and others, from the force

of the Laws. The Lord Mayor was commanded to bring

in a lift of popifh Recufants about London ; and all the Pa-
pifts in the feveral Counties were ordered to to be diiarmed ;

" which, though it had little or no effect (fays Lord Claren- Vol. I. p.

fj
don) ferved to keep up fears and apprehenfions in the peo- 29°-

" pie
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^'
ng

y
"

P"e °f Angers and defigns ;" that will 'appear prefently not

J641. '
to nave '5een groundlefs. This was the melancholy State of

the Nation, when on a fudden it was Thunder-ftruck with

the furpriz,ing news of one of the mod barbarous mafla-

cres of the Proteftants in Ireland, that the Records of any

Age or Nation can produce.

Remarks. Lord Clarendon is of opinion, that the Parliament, in-

ftead of adjourning, mould now have broken up and return-

ed home, fince the principal Grievances of Church and

State were redrefTed, and the Conftitution fecured, by the

act for Triennial Parliaments. But not to trouble the rea-

der with affairs of State : What religious Grievances were
redrefTed ? except the fhortening the power of the Spiritual

Courts, by the acts for abolifhing the Court of High Com-
miflion and Star-chamber ? not one of the late Innovations

were abolifhed by law ; nor was there any alteration in the

Liturgy, or form of Church Government. The fole pow-
er of the Bifhops in Ordination and Jurifdiction was not re-

gulated ; nor was there any Reformation of Deans and

Chapters, all which the Puritans expected and hoped for.

In fhort, the whole Government of the Church remained

mil entire, notwithftapding the fierce attacks of the Com-
mons againft it. The act for Triennial Parliaments will not

appear to be a fufficient fecurity for the Conftitution, if we
confider how many acts of Parliament the King and his

arbitrary Minifters had broke through the laft fifteen years;

that his Majefty had ftill the fame principles, and was like to

be in the fame hands upon the breaking up of the Parliament.

Befides, it was faid, that thefe laws wdre extorted from

him by force, and therefore not binding. And if a Parlia-

ment mould be called after three years, that it was diffolva-

ble at pleafure ; fo that in all probability things would have

returned to the old Channel if the Parliament had now dif-

folved themfelves. Suppofing therefore, but not admit-

ting, that the principal Grievances of Church and Stale

were redrefTed, I leave it with the reader, whether in the

prefent fituation of affairs, a meer redrefs of paft Grie-

vances was a fufficient fecurity againft the return of the

like, in time to come.

_ ,

d
. Among the remarkable Divines that died about this time

Character was Dr. John Davenant Bifhop of Saliibury, born in Lon-
vf Hithop don, and educated a Fellow-commoner in Queen's College,
Davenant. Cambridge, of which he was afterwards Mailer, and Lady

Margaret Profefibr in the fame Univerfity. He was a ce-

lebrated
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lebrated CalvinifL and was one of thofe Divines appointed

by King James to reprefent the Church of England at the

Synod of Dort, where he behaved with great prudence and

moderation ; and upon his return to England was preferr'd

to the Bifhoprick of Salifbury ; but in the beginning ot

the reign of King Charles he became obnoxious to the

Court, foa venturing to preach on the doctrine of Predeflina-

tion, contrary to his Majefty's Declaration, and was forced

to make his fubmiflion before the Privy Council. He was a

quiet and peaceable Prelate, humble and charitable, aftii£t

obferver of the Sabbath, an enemy to the pomp and luxury

of the Clergy, and one that lamented the high proceedings

of the Court. He had a great reputation in foreign parts Fuller's

for profound learning, and an unblemifn'd Life ; and after Worthies

he had enjoyed his Bifhoprick about twenty years, he ended '

-?' zo7'

his Days in peace and honour, April 20, 1641. a little be-

fore the beginning of the troubles that afterwards came up-

on the Church and Kingdom. He died of a confumption,

and a few hours before his death prayed pathetically for a

quarter of an hour ;
" Bleding God for his fatherly cor-

/
** rection, forafmuch as his whole Life having been full of
" mercy, he had been ready to doubt, whether he was a
w true child of God till this lafl: ficknefs."

Dr. Richard Montague Bifhop of Norwich, was a Divine AudofBi-

of a different character ; he was born in Weftminfter, edu- filoP Monta-

cated in Eaton College, and afterwards Fellow of King's *

College. Mr. Fuller fays he was a celebrated Grecian, and
Church Antiquary, well read in the Fathers, but a fuper-

ftitious admirer of Church Ceremonies. He was a thorough
Arminian, a Creature of Archbiihop Laud's, and an ill in-

ftrument between the King and Parliament in the late times,

who voted him unfit for any Church preferment ; but when
the King refolved to govern without Parliaments, his Majef-

ty preferr'd him firfl to the Bifhoprick of Chicheller, and
then to Norwich, where he fhewed his zeal for the Church,
by a vigorous and illegal profecution of the Puritans. He
was accufed by the prefent Parliament, for fuperftitious In-

novations ; and would, no doubt, have felt their refent-

ments, if he had not gone (as Mr. Fuller exprefTes it) B. XI. p.

a more compendious way, to anfwer for all his proceed- l 94-

ings in the high Court of Heaven. He died April 12th
7041,

The
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King The Reverend Mr. John Eaton, M. A. and Vicar of
C
i64i

S "Wickham Market, was born in Kent, 1575, and educated

i__.— - j in Trinity College, Oxford. He was a Divine of a pecu-

And of Mr. liar mould (fays Mr. Eachard) very paradoxical in his opini-
Eaton. 0ns ^ ancj reckon'd a great Antinomian, and one of the

Vol. II. p.
Founders of that Seel, for which he more than once fuiffer-

12. ed imprifonment. His chief performance was a Book, en-

tituled, " The Honey Comb of free Justification by Chrift

" alone ;" for which he was imprifon'd in the Gate-houfe

at Weitminfter. Mr. Eachard admits, that by means of

his zeal, his exemplary patience arid piety, he was exceed-

ingly admired in the neighbourhood where he lived, and

ftrangely valued for many years after his Death. In truth,

though he committed fome Miftakes in his affertiens about

the Doctrines of Grace, he was, neverthelefs (fays Mr.
Archdeacon) a Pattern of Faith, Holinefs, and Cheariul-

nefs in his Sufferings, to fucceeding Generations. He died

in the 67 th year of his age.

CHAP. X.

From the Re-afTembling of the Parliament, to the King's

leaving his Palace of Whitehall, Jan. 10, 1641-2.

Irilh Infur- *O 0̂re ms Majefty left Scotland advice came to London
region and 13 [Nov. i.] of a general infurreclion of the Papifts in

Maflacre. Ireland, and of a moll: cruel and bloody Maffacre of the

Proteffants of that Kingdom. The project of an infurrec-

tion was formed in the months of March and April, 1641,
not without the privity of the Englifh Court, and executed

Oct. 23d following ; no information of it having been given

to the Protcftants till the very night before it was to take

place, when it was too late to prevent the effects of it in

the Country, and almoft to fave the City of Dublin itfelf.

When the exprefs that brought the news was read in the

Houfe, it produced a general filence for a time, all Men
being ltruck with horror. When it was told without doors

it flew like flafhes of lightning, and fpread univerfal Terror
over the whole Kingdom. Every Day, and almoft every

hour, produced new inelTengers of mifcry, who brought

further intelligence of the mercilefs cruelty of the PapifU

towards the poor Protcftants, whofevcry name they threa-

ttn'd to extirpate out of the Kingdom.

On
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On the day appointed, between twenty and thirty thou- Kin s

fand of the Native Irifh appeared in Arms in the North- ;" * '

ern Counties, and having fecured the principal Gentlemen, v—

«

v
~—

j

and feized their Efife&s, they murdered the common peo-

ple in cold blood, forcing many thoufands to fly from
their houfes and fettlements, naked into the bogs and woods,

where they periihed with hunger and cold. No ties of

Friendihip, Neighbourhood or Confanguinity, were capa-

ble of foftning their obdurate Hearts, in a caufe which
they called " The Caufe of Loyalty and Religion." Some
they whipped to death ; others they ftript naked and expo-

fed to Shame, and then drove them like herds of Swine to

perifh in the Mountains ; many hundreds were drowned in

Rivers ; fome had their Throats cut ; others were difmem-
bered. With fome the execrable Villains made them-
felves fport, trying who could hack deeneft into an Eng-
lifh. Man's Flefh. Hufbands were cut to pieces in the Pre-

fence of their Wives ; Wives and young Virgins abufed in

the fight of their neareft Relations ; nay, they taught their

Children to (trip and kill the Children of the Englifh, and

dafh out their Brains againft, the Stones. Forty or fifty

thoufand were maffacred after this manner in a few days,

without dimncrion of Age, Sex, or Quality, before they

fufpected their danger, or had time to provide for their

defence. In a few weeks the Infurre£Hon was fo general,

that they took Poffeflion of whole Counties, murdering

the inhabitants, plundering their houfes, and killing or dri-

ving away their Cattle. Multitudes of poor dillreffed

Creatures and Families fled naked and half ftarved firff, to

Dublin, and from thence to England, with death and def-

pair in their Countenances. At length the Irifh Army hav-

ing ravaged all the Northern Counties blocked up the City

of Dublin itfelf, with all the poor diitreffed Proteilants that

had taken Sancluary in it ; but not being Matters of the Sea,

the City was relieved, and part of the Country fecured, till

the Parliament was at leifure to pour out all their venge-

ance upon the heads of the murderers, by the hands of the

victorious and terrible Oliver Cromwell.
The frequent expreffes which came over to England,with Spreads

the Multitudes of diftreffed Creatures that s;ot paflag;e into J
er,or «v«

feveral Parts of the Kingdom, filled the hearts of all true

Proteftants with infinite conjectures, and prodigious imagina-

tions of treafonable defigns againit this, as well as the neigh-

bouring Kingdom : They were afraid, and not without rea-

Vol. II. C c (on,
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K,ns fon, that a fecond part of this Tragedy might be atted on

i64°r. themfelves ; the Parliament therefore ordered themfelves a

l_—v
—*j Guard of Train Bands, and entered immediately into mea-

fures to fecure the Nation from the impending ftorm.

Authors of
But ^ef°re we difmifs the Irifh Infurre&ion and MafTa-

it. ere, it will not be improper to trace it from its Original,
Prynne, ancj enquire into the Authors, and the feveral Parties con-

p 22o',
cerned in it. The Earl of Antrim, and Sir Phelim O Neal

to 252. who were at the Head of the Irifh Catholicks, having ac-

nTrf quainted the Pope's Nuncio, and fome of the Priefts about

and Times. tne Queen, how eafily they could affume the Government
Rufhw. of Ireland, and aflifl: the King againff. the Englifh Puritans.

Letters were writ in the Queen's Name, and, perhaps, in

the King's authorizing them to take up Arms and feize the

Government. The Irifh received the Orders with Plea-

fure ; but concluded further among themfelves, that it was
neceffary at the fame time to extirpate the Proteftants,

out of that Kingdom before they could with fafety tranf-

port their Army into England. That this was their de-

lign, appears from their Remonftrance publifhed upon the

very day of the InfurrecYion, in which they fay, " That
" having fome Liberty of Religion granted them by the

f King, they perceived the Parliament was wrefting his

" Majefty's Prerogative from him, in order to extinguifh

?' their Religion ; therefore to fupport his Majefty's Prero-
" gative, and to confirm his Royal and ever happy
" Love to them, they had taken up Arms ; and accord-

" ingly bound themielves to one another by the following
" Oath.

" *Tr* HAT they would maintain the Roman Caiholick
" X Religion ; that they would bear true Faith and Al-
" legiance to the King and his Heirs, and defend him
" and them with their Lives and Eftates, a^ainlt all Per-
" fons that fliould endeavour to fupprefs the Prerogative, or
*' do any a£fs contrary to Regal Government, to the power
*' and privilege of Parliaments, and to the rights and pri-

" vileges of the Subject."

Concern of They called themfelves the Queen's Army, and publifh-

Cburun'it
ec^ a Proclamation from their Camp at Newry, declaring,

that they afted by the King's CommifTion, under the Great

Seal of Scotland,dated at Edinburg,October i.and by letters

under his Sign Manual of the fame date with the Commif-
lion; which I believe, with Lord Clarendon, was a for-

gery ;
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gery ; though it is a little unaccountable, that his Majefty King

ihould never, by any publick A£t or Declaration of his
**

'** '

own, clear himfelf of fo vile a calumny. But though the

King gave out no CommifTion, there is too much realon

to believe* that the Queen and her Popifh Council, and

even the King himfelf, was not unacquainted with the de-

fign of an Infurrection before it took place ; and that her

Majefly gave it all the Countenance the could with fafe-

ty : But when thefe bloody Butchers over-a£ted their f
part to fuch a degree, as to maffacre near two hundred

thoufand Broteftants in cold Blood, to make way for their

Empire, it was Time for all Parties to difown them.

Bifhop Burnet obferves, " That in the firft defign of an
*' Infurre6tion there was no thought of a Maffacre ; this

*' came into their heads as they were contriving methods
" of executing it ; and as the People were governed by the
*' Priefts, thefe were the Men that fet on the Irifh. to all

" the Blood and Cruelty that followed." There was a jr
aJfon

Confultation at the Abbey of Multifernan, in the Coun- 633,

ty of Well: Meath, where it was debated, what Courfe

Ihould be taken with the Protectants ; fome were for ex-

pelling them, as the King of Spain did the Moors ; others

preffed tc have them univerfally cut off ; but not coming to

a Conclufion, they left the Army to act at Difcretion.

How far the Pope's Nuncio and the Queen's Council

might be confulted about the Maffacre, is a Secret ; but

if we diftinguifh between the Infnrre£tion, in order to af-

fume the Government into the hands of the Irifh Papifts,

and the Maffacre which attended it, we may conclude, with-

out any Breach of Charity, that the Englifh Court admit-

ted of the former, though they might wafli their hands of

the latter.

The Parliament, in their Declaration of March 9, fay,

that the Rebellion in Ireland was framed and contrived
a
£'",,'

>

in England, and that they had taken feveral Depositions,

proving, that the Englifh Papifts were to rife about the

fame time ; that the Rebels faid they acted by the King's

Authority ; that they called themfelves the Queen's Ar-

my, and declared, " that their purpofe was to come to Eng-
" land after they had done in Ireland, to recover the Royal
f* Prerogative, \v retted from him by the Puritan Fa elk n
" in the Houfe of Commons." Mr. Pym declared in the

Parliament Houfe, that feveral difbanded Officers and Sol-

diers of the King's Army went over to Ireland, and lifted

C e 2 among
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among the Rebels by the King's exprefs Warrant, which his

Majefty denied ; but when the matter was examined, it ap-

peared that his Authority had been abufed by fome very near

his Perfon.

The concern of the Court in this dark affair is further

evident, from the relation of the Earl of Effex, who told

Bifliop Burnet, " That he had taken all the pains he could
" to enquire into the Original of the Irifli Maffacre, but
" could not fee reafon to believe the King was acceffary to

" it ; but he did believe that the Queen did hearken to
" the Propofitions made by the Irifh, who undertook to

" take the Government of Ireland into their hands, which
" they thought they could eafily perform, and then they
" promifed to alTift the King againft the hot Spirits at Weft-
" minfter. With this the InfurrecYion began, and all the
** Irifh believed the Queen encouraged it."

And the There was a further difcovery of this Fa£t at the Refto-

Marquis of ration of King Charles II. when the Marquis of Antrim, who
Antrim's. ^^ \3een at me nea(] f the Rebellion, and whofe eftate had

been confifcated, finding him felf like to be excluded the 'Act

of Indemnity, came to London to petition his Majefty to ex-

amine the Warrants he had acted upon. Accordingly a

Committee of Council was appointed, and the Mar-
quis produced fome Letters from the King which did

not amount to full proof ; but in one of them the King
writ, that he was not then at leifure, " but referred him-
** felf to the Queen's Letter, and faid, that was a-ll one as

*' if he writ himfelf." Upon this foundation the Marquis
produced a Series of Letters writ by himfelf to the Queen,
in which " he gave her an Account of every one of thofe
" particulars that were laid to his charge, and fhewed the
" Grounds he went upon, and defired her Majefty's Di-
" rection to every one of thofe ;" and he had Anfvvcrs

ordering him to do as he did. This Affair (fays the Bi-

fliop) the Queen herfelf, who was then at Court, efpou-

fed with great zeal, and faid, fhe was bound to fave him. So
a report was drawn up by the Committee, declaring, That
he had fully juftified himfelf in every thing ; but the Earl of

^Northumberland, who was Chairman, refufed to fet his

Hand to it, faying, " He was forrv the Marquis had
*' produced fuch Warrants- ; but he did not think that

" they ought to ferve his turn, for he did not believe

" that any Warrant from the King or Queen could ju-

" itify

Bnrnet's

Hid. Life

and Times.
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" ftify fo much bloodfhed, in fo many black inflances as K '"g

t( were laid againft him." Upon the Earl's refufing to fign '^.^
the report the reft of the Committee declined it, and fo it ._—

v
— _f

was dropt ; but the King himfelf writ over to the Duke of Dennet's

Ormond, that he had fo vindicated himfelf, that he muft Mem.p.157.

get him included in the Act of Indemnity ; but the Lord
Mazarine and others not being fatisfied to give their vote

in favour of fuch a Criminal, notwithftanding the Inftruc-

tions they had from England, the Marquis was obliged in

his own defence to produce in the Houfe of Commons a

Letter from King Charles I. writ with his own hand,

giving him exprefs Orders to take up Arms ; upon
which he was pardoned, and his eftate reftored.

In the Letter of King Charles II. to the Duke of Or- K. Charles

mond above-mentioned, writ with his Majefty's own hand,
j

he IId s

and entered in the Signet Office, July 13, 1663, there is Ludlow's

this remarkable paffage, " That the Referees who had Memoirs,

" examined the Marquis [of Antrim's] Cafe, had declar-
Vo1- n1,

" ed to him, that they had feen " feveral Letters, all of
* c them of the Hand-writing of our Royal Father to the

" faid Marquis, and feveral inftructions concerning his

" treating with the Irifh in order to the King's Service, by
*' reducing them to their Obedience, and by drawing fome
*' forces from them for the fervice of Scotland. That be-

?' fides Letters and Orders under his Majefty's own hand,
" there was fufficient evidence and teftimony of feveral

" Meffengers and directions fent from our Royal Father
" and our Royal Mother, with the privity and direction

" of the King our Father, by which it appears, that

"whatever Correfpondence, or Actings the faid Marquis
" had with the confederate Irifh Catholicks, was directed
u and allowed by the faid Letters and Inftructions ; and
u that the King himfelf was well pieafed with what the

" Marquis did after he had done it, and approved of the

" fame."

I have been more particular in accounting for this Infur-

rection, becaufe whoever were the Authors of it, are,

in the Judgment of Lord Clarendon, anfwerable for all the v
-

j_ r#

" Calamities of the Civil War. " It was Ireland (fays his p. 299.

" Lordfhip) that drew the firft Blood. If they had not
(t at that time rebelled, and in that manner, 'tis very
l< probable all the miferies which afterwards befel the King
" and his Dominions, had been prevented." At whofe

C c 3 Door
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King Door then the Guilt of all this blood mud be laid, I freely
Ch = rlesI

- leave with the reader.
1041.

Proceedings Upon the firfr. news of the Irifh Maflacre the Houfe of
•of Padia- Commons turned themfelves into a Committee, and came

the'lnfurrec- to me following Refolutions, " That all Roman Catho-

tion. '* licks of Quality in the feveral Counties of England be fe-

" cured, and that all Papifts depart from London to their

" refpective places of abode in the Country ; that the
(t Houfe of Lords be defired to join with the Commons
*' in a petition for diffolving the Convent of Capuchins,
fi and fending them out of the Kingdom ; that the foreign

" Ambaffadors be defired to deliver up fuch Priefts of the

" King's Subjects as aie in their Houfes ; that a lift be
ff brought in of the Queen's Servants ; and that a Pro-
" clamation be iffued out for all Strangers that are not
" Proteftants, to give an account of their names and
c< places of abode, or depart the Kingdom." They alfo

difpatched a Meffenger to the King, befeeching him to

concur with them in fecuring the Nation- againft any fur-

ther attempts of the Papifts ; and not to employ any in his

Councils who were favourers of Popery, Superftition, or

Innovation in Religion. They voted two hundred thou-

fand pounds to be borrowed immediately for the Service of

Ireland, and appointed the Train Bands of Weftminfter to

guard them from the infolence and affronts of vagrant Sol-

diers about the Court ; and to fecure them from other de-

signs which they had reafon to fuf pe£t. The Lords order-

ed all Romifh Recufants to remove out of the Inns of

Court and Chancerv. The Commons ordered the oaths of

Allegiance and Supremacy to be tender'd to all Irifh Gentle-

N?.l(bn, rnen within thofe Courts; " for it now appears (fays Air.

p. 667. " Pym) that the Religion of the Papifts is incompatible
" with any other Religion, it is deftruttivc to all others,
u and will endure nothing that oppofes it. There are

" other Religions that are not right, but not fo dtftructive
u as Popery, for the principles of Popery are fubverfive of
" all States and Perfons that oppofe it."

But when the King returned from Scotland the latter

The King's encj Gf November, and had been received with the

Condua lamations of the Citi/.ens of London, he was prevail-

Nalfon,
' eu with by the Queen and her faction, to check the pro-

p. 606. ceedings of The two Houfes, fince the Scots were eafy,

anJ the hearts of the Englifh Nation fecmed to be v. ith

hi. a ; his iVIajefty had recommended the lupprefling the

Iriflj
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Irifh Rebellion to the Scots Reprefentatives, and by Letter

had committed the care of it alfo to the Englifli Parliament

;

whereupon the Houfe of Commons, in the King's abfence,

authorized the Earl of Leicefter, by an ordinance of their

own, to raife forces, and the Lord High Admiral to pro-

vide (hipping for their Tranfportation from Chefter, and

other Ports ; but when the King came to Whitehall he

feemed fo unwilling to aft againft the Papifts, that the

Parliament were afraid of fending Proteftant Soldiers out

of the Kingdom, left his Majefty fhould take advantage of

their abfence, and break up the Constitution ; for he had

already commanded away the Parliament's Guard, telling

them, they had nothing tofear from the Papifts, and that

their jealoufies of Plots and Maffacres were imaginary.

He pardoned feven Popifh Priefts that were under fentence

of condemnation, contrary to the petition of the Houfe of

Commons. He turned out the Earl of Leicefter, Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, and Sir William Parfons, one of

the moft active Proteftant Juftices in that Kingdom. He
intercepted the Parliamentary Supplies in their way to

Chefter, and received a deputation from the Irifh Catho-

licks with greater ceremony and refpefr than from his

Proteftant Subjects. Nor could his Majefty be prevailed

with to iffue out a Proclamation declaring the Irifh, Rebels,

till the beginning of January, and even then but forty co-

pies were printed, and not one to be difperfed till further

order. Indeed the King proclaimed a monthly faft, and RaP'n »

offered to raife an Army of Englifh for the relief of Ire- ' '

land, which the Commons declined ; but inftead thereof

appointed a Committee to treat for ten thoufand Scots,

which the Houfe of Lords, by direction from the King,

put a ftop to ; fo that between both, the relief of Ireland

was neglected. The King would have perfuaded the Par-

liament to fend over ten thoufand Englifh, that they might
find it more difficult to raife forces in cafe of a Breach
with him ; but the Commons prevailed with the Scots to

offer ten thoufand of their Nation, that they might not be
obliged to leave themfelves naked and defencelefs in fo cri-

tical a Juncture.

Upon the whole it feems to me, that this barbarous In- Remarks,

furrection and Maffacre was formed by the Irifh to diftrefs

the Parliament, after the failure of the defign of doing it

by the Englifh Army ; that the King was willingly ignorant

of the progrefs of the affair, having intrufted the Cor-

refpondence with his Queen and her Council ; that when the

C c 4 King
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King heard how the Irifh had over-a<5ted their part he was
furprized, and thought it neceffary to declare againft them ;

but when he came to his Queen he appeared too favourable

to their perfons and conduct, and inftead of going briikly

into the meafures that were propofed to fubdue them, his

Majefty played the Politician, and would have made ufe

of the Irifh Rebellion to put himfelf at the head of an

Army to break up the Englifh Parliament.

While the King was in Scotland it was given out by fome
ill defigning people, that fince his Majefty had yielded fo

much to the Scots, he might be perfuaded to introduce

Prefbytery into England at his return ; upon which his Ma-
jefty fent the following Letter to Mr. Nichols, Clerk of

the Council.

ter'mfavour
" T *^ear '* *s rePorted t^iat at my return, I intend to

of the Hie- " 1 alter the Government of the Church of England, and
raichy. << to bring it to that form it is in here ; therefore I com-
j^'g"' " mand you to afiure all my Servants, that I will be con-

(i ftant to the Church of England efbblifhed by Queen
ie Elizabeth and my Father ; and that I refolve, by the
*' Grace of God, to die in the maintenance of it." Edin-

burgh, O&ob. 1 8, 1 64 1.

Accordingly, his Majefty refolved to fill up the vacant

Sees, and ordered five Conge D'Eflires to be drawn for

five Clergymen therein named ; but the two Houfes join-

ing in a petition to his Majefty to fufpend his commands
till he came home, the matter was delayed ; but foon af-

ter his return he made the following removes and promo-
tions.

.kg vac!nt
P ^ r " Williams Bifhop of Lincoln, was made Archbifhop

Biftopricks. of York, in the room of Dr. Neile deceafed, and Dr. Win-
niffe Dean of St. Paul's, a grave and moderate Divine, was

made Bifhop of Lincoln ; Dr. Duppa Bifhop of Chichefter

was translated to Saliibury, vacant by the death of Dr. Da-
venant, and Dr. King Dean of Rochester, was promoted to

Chichelter. Dr.Hall was tranflated from Exeter to Norwich,
in the room of Bifhcfp Montague ; and Dr. Brownrigge,

Mafter of Katharine Hall,Cambridge, an eminent ami learned

Divme, was advanced to Exeter. Dr. Skinner was tranflated

from Briftol to Oxford, vacant by the death of Dr. Ban-
croft; and Dr. Weftfield Archdeacon of St. Albans, a very

popular Preacher, was promoted to Briftol ; Dr. Pride.mx,

King's
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King's Profeflbr of Divinity in Oxford, was made Bifiiop

of Worcefter, in the room of Dr. Thornborough deceafed.

The Bifhoprick of Carlifle being vacant by the death of

,

Dr. Barnabas Potter, a Puritan Bifhop, commonly called

the Penitential Preacher, was given in Commendam to the

molt Reverend Dr. Ufher, Archbifhop and Primate of Ire-

land, during the commotions in that kingdom. Moft of

thefe Divines flood well in the opinion of the people, but

their accepting Bifhopricks at this time did neither the King
nor themfelves any Service. After this his Majefty nomi-

nated but two Bifhops throughout the courfe of his reign ;

one was Dr. Frewen Dean of Gloucefter, and Prefident of

Magdalene College, Oxon, to the Biihoprick of Coven-
try and Litchfield, 1644. and Dr. Howel, Prebendary of

Windfor, to Briftol, about ten months after.

A Committee had been appointed a twelvemonth ago, at Remon-

the motion of the Lord Digby, " to draw out of all the France of

" grievances of the nation fuch a Remonftrance as might Commons
°

" be a faithful and lively Reprefentation to his Majefty, of
" the deplorable State of the kingdom;" but it was laid

afide till this time, when the profpefr. of an agreement be-

tween him and his Parliament being almoft at at end, after

the breaking out of the Irifh Infurrection and Maffacre ; it

was perfected and read in the Houfe of Commons, Novem-
ber 22. when it met with fo ftrong an oppofition, that it

was carried but by nine voices, after a long debate, from
three in the afternoon till three in the morniug, which made
One fay, It look'd like the verdict of a ftarv'd Jury. Ma-
ny were of opinion, that thofe grievances which had been

redreffed by the late A£b of Parliament ought to have been

covered, left the reviving them fhould make the breach wi-

der between the King and Parliament ; but others thought

the mentioning them could do no harm if it was done with

refpeel:, and that it was in a manner neceffary, in order to

introduce the intended limitation of the Royal Power. How-
ever, this was the Crifis that difcovered the ftrength of the

two parties, and was managed with fuch warmth, that Oli-

ver Cromwell is faid to tell Lord Falkland, that " if the
" Remonftrance had been rejected he would have fold all

<c he had next morning, and never have feen England
" more."

It was difficult to fay which fide of the queftion was Remarks,

right, Mr. Rapin will not take upon him to determine, whe- CJaren. Vol.

ther it was neceffary for the welfare of the kingdom, " to Rapin
3
p?

" put it out of the King's Power to govern for the future 212.

« in
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f in the fame arbitrary manner as he had done for fifteen

" years ;" but he thinks the reafons for it very plaufible,

and does not well fee what fecurity they could have who
were for leaving the King in pofleffion of the fame power
he had enjoyed before ; efpecially if it be confidered, that

his Majefty had ftill the fame arbitrary principles, and

the fame inviolable attachment to his Queen and the Po-
pifli Faction, befides the current report that the Court had
fomented the Irifh Infurre£lion, which h?d filled the minds
of people with diffracting terrors* 'Tis certain the King
had conceived an implacable averfion to the leading mem-
bers of the Puritanical party in both houfes, and having

quieted the Scots, was determined to make them exam-
ples ; of which they were not ignorant. But, whether
thefe and the like reafons were fufficient to juftify the whole
of the Parliament's conduct in this affair, I will not take

upon me to determine.

It is pre- The Remonftrance was prefented to the King at Hampton
fcnteii to the Court [Dec. i.] about a week after his Majefty's return

Ruih p. from Scotland, with a petition for redrefs of the grievances

438. therein contained. 'Tis eafy to fuppofe it was not very
Nation, p. acceptable, but the King gave the Committee his hand to
94

kifs, and took time to return an anfwer. The Remon-
ftrance enumerates the feveral grievances, oppreiTions and

unbounded a£t.s of the Prerogative, fince his Majefty's ac-

ceiTion, to the number of almoft two hundred, and charges

their rife and progrefs, (1.) On the Jefuited Papilts. (2.}

On the Court Bifhops, and the corrupt part of the Clergy.

(3.) On fuch corrupt Counfellors and Courtiers as for pri-

vate ends had engaged themfelves in the intereft of fome

foreign Princes, to the prejudice of the King and State.

Thefe Minifters arc faid to carry on their defigns, (1.) By
fuppreiTing the power and purity of Religion, and of fuch

perfons as were beft affecled to it. (2.) By cherifhing

the Arminian Party in thofe points wherein they agree with

the Papifts, in order to widen the difference between the

common Proteftants and thofe called Puritans ; and by in-

troducing fuch opinions and ceremonies as tend to an ac-

commodation with Popery. (3-) By fomenting differences

and difcontents between the King and his Parliament, and

by putting him upon arbitrary and illegal methods of raiting

fupplies.

I omit the grievances of the State j thofe which related to

the Church were fuch as follow j

1. The
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1

King

i. The fufpenfions, excommunications, deprivations, ^ **

and degradations of divers painful, learned and pious Mini- *——y——J
fters of the Gofpel, by the Bifhops ; and the grievous op- Grievances

predion of great numbers of his Majeuy's faithful fub-
of Reli sion '

je&s.

2 The fharpnefs and feverity of the High Commiffion,

afTifted by the Council Table, not much lefs grievous than

the Romifh Inquifition.

3. The Rigour of the Bifhops Courts in the Country,

whereby great numbers of the meaner tradefmen have been

impoverished, and driven out of the Kingdom, to Holland

and New England. The advancing thofe to Ecclefiaftical

preferments who were mod officious in promoting fuperfti-

tion, and mofl virulent in railing againft Godlinefs and Ho-
nefty.

4. The defign of reconciling the Church of England

with Rome, and impofing upon the Church of Scotland

fuch Popifh fuperftitions and innovations as might difpofe

them to join with England in the intended reconciliation.

5. The late Canons and Oath impofed upon the Clergy

under the fevereft penalties ; and the Continuance of the

Convocation by a new Commiffion, after the diffolution of

the Parliament, wherein they raifed Taxes upon the Sub-
ject for the maintenance of what was called Bellum Epif-

copale. The rooting out of the Kingdom by force, or

driving away by fear, the Puritans ; under which name
they include all that defire to preferve the Laws and Liber-

ties of the Kingdom, and to maintain Religion in the pow-
er of it.

6. The exempting Papifts from Penal Laws, fo far as

amounted to a toleration, befides conferring upon them ma-
ny other privileges and Court favours ; Thefe (fay they)

have had a Secretary of State of their own Religion, and a

Nuncio from the Pope, by whofe authority the Popifh No-
bility, Clergy, and Gentry, have been convocated after the

manner of a Parliament ; new jurisdictions have been erect-

ed of Popifh Archbifhops ; Taxes have been levied ; ano-

ther State moulded within this State, independent in Go-
vernment, and fecretly corrupting the ignorant profeffors of
our Religion, &c. The Papifts have been furnifhed with
arms and ammunition, lifted in the King's fervice, and en-

couraged by the weekly prayers of their Priefts, for the

profperity of their defigns to promote the Catholick Caufe.

They complain farther of a party of Bifhops and Popifh

Lords
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Lords in the Houfe of Peers, that have caufed much oppo-

sition and delay in the profectttion of Delinquents, and hun-

dred the pafTing fome good Bills for the reforming abufes

and corruptions in Church and State ; and of a malignant

party that has countenanced the Rebellion in Ireland.

After the recital of thefe Grievances they acknowledge
• with thankfulnefs, the many A&s that his Majefty has

paffed this SelTion for the publick good, and put his Majefty

in mind of the large fums of money they have raifed for his

fervice, amounting to no lefs than a million and half.

They declare, " That it is far from their purpofe or defire
i(

to let loofe the golden reins of difcipline and government
" in the Church, to leave private perfons, or particular

" congregations, to take up what form of Divine Service

" they pleafe; for we hold it requifite (fay they) that there

" mould be throughout the whole realm a conformity to

" that order which the laws enjoin, according to the word
" of God ; and we defire to unburden the Confciences of

" men from needlefs and fuperfhtious ceremonies ; to fup-
" prefs innovations, and to take away the monuments of

" idolatry. To efTecl: this intended Reformation, we defire

** there may be a general Synod of the moft grave, pious,

" learned, and judicious Divines of this ifland, affifted with
" fome from foreign parts profefling the fame Religion with -

** us, who may confider of all things neceffary for the peace

" and good government of the Church, and reprefent the

" refult of their confultations to the Parliament, to be
" allowed and confirmed, and to receive the Stamp of Au-
" thority. It is our chief care to advance and promote
** learning, and to provide a competent maintenance for

" confcionable and preaching Minifters throughout the
* 4 Kingdom We intend likewife to reform and purge
'• the Fountains of Learning, the two Univerfities, that the

" Streams flowing thence may be clear and pure, and an

" honour and comfort to the whole land. And feeing that

" the Religion of Papifts has fuch principles as certainly

** tend to the deftruclion and extirpation of all Proterlants,

*' when they have opportunity to efTcd it, 'tis neceffary to

" keep them in fuch a condition, that they may not be able

'* to do us any hurt."

In the petition that attended this remonftrance, after hav-

ing affured his Majefty, that they had not the leatr in-

tention to lay any blemifh upon his Royal Perfon by

the foregoing Declaration, but only to reprefent how his

Royal
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Roval Authority and truft had been abufed, they humbly King
^Varies '

1641
befeech his Majefty to concur with his people in a Parlia- c

mentary way, (i.) " For the depriving the Bifhops of their

" Votes in Parliament, and abridging their immoderate
" power, ufurped over the Clergy, and other your good
" Subjects to the hazard of Religion, and prejudice of the

" juft Liberties of your people. (2.) For the taking away
*' filch oppreffions in Religion, Church Government and

1* Difcipline, as have been brought in and fomented by
*' them. (3.) For uniting all fuch your loyal Subjects, as

" agree in fundamentals, againft Papifts, by removing
*' fome oppreffions and unneceffary Ceremonies, by which
" divers weak confciences have been offended, and feem
'* to be divided from the reft. (4.) They conclude, with

" befeeching his Majefty to remove from his Counfels a!l

" followers of Popery and arbitrary Power, and promo-
" ters of the above-mentioned preffures and corruptions,

" and to employ fuch as his Parliament might confide in ;

" and that in his princely goodnefs he would reject: all foli-

ft
. citations to the contrary, how powerful and near fo-

" ever.

His Majefty, in his anfwer to this petition, about a week •$**&&*
after, complains very juftlyofthe difrefpect of the Com- Anfwer to

mons in printing their Remonftrance before he had time to Ac Petition*

return an anfwer. To the preamble and conclufion of the

Petition, he fays, " that he knows of no wicked, arbitrary,

" and malignant party prevalent in the Government, or

" near himfelf and his Children ;" and allures them, that

the mediation of the Neareft to Him has always concurr'd

in fuch perfons, againft whom there can be no juft eaufe of

exception. To the feveral Articles his Majefty replies ;

Firft, concerning Religion, " That lie is willing to concur
" with all the juft defires of his people in a Parliamentary
" way, for preferving the peace of the Kingdom from the
** defign of the popifh party.

" That for depriving the Bifhops of their Votes in Par-
" liarnent, he thought their right was grounded on the
** fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, and Conftitufion

" of Parliament, but fince you defire our concurrence in

'* a Parliamentary way (fays the King) we will give no fui-

** ther anfwer at prefent.

" As for abridging the extraordinary power of the Cler-
" gy, if there remain any exceffes, or ufurpations in their

H jurifdi&ions, we neither have, nor will protect them,
" Concerning
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'* Concerning Church corruptions (as you ftile them) and
ft removing urineceffary ceremonies ; we are willing to
*' concur in the removal of any illegal innovations which
" may have crept in ; and if our Parliament advife us to

" call a national Synod for that purpofe, we mall take it

'* into confiderat ion.

" But we are very forry to hear in fuch general terms,
" corruption in Religion objected, fince we are perfuaded in

" our own confcience, that no Church can be found upon
" Earth that profeffeth the true Religion with more purity

'*. of Doctrine, than the Church of England doth ; nor
" where the Government and Difcipline are jointly more
*' beautified, and free from fuperffition, than as they are
" here eftablifhed by Law, which, by the Grace of God,
" we will with conftancy maintain (while we live) in their

" purity and glory, not only againft all invafions of Pope-
** ry, but alfo from the irreverence of thofe many Schif-

" mBticks and Separatifls wherewith of late this Kingdom,
" and this City abounds, to the great difhonour and hazard
u both of Church and State ; for the fuppreffion of whom
tc we require your timely aid and active afliftance."

Some time after [Dec. 15.] his Majefty publifhed his

anfwer to the Remonftrance, with a Declaration to all

his loving Subjects, in which he profefles himfelf fully

fatisfied, " That the Religion of the Church of England is

" moil agreeable to the word of God, and that he fhould

" be ready to feal it with his blood, if God mould call him
" to it. That as for ceremonies in Religion, which are in

" their own nature indifferent, he is willing, in tendernefs
u to any number of his Subjects, that a Law fhould be

" made for the exemption of tender confcicnces from
il punifhment, or profecution for fuch ceremonies, as by
" the judgment of mod Men are held to be indifferent,

*' and of fome to be abfolutely unlawful, provided the

" peace of the Kingdom be not diflurbed, nor the prcferrt

" decency and comelinefs of God's Service eftablifhed in

" the Church, difcountenanced ; nor the pious, feber,

'* and devout aftions of thofe Reverend Perfons, who
" were the firfl labourers in the bleflcd Reformation, be
*' fcandalized and defamed. His Majefty then adds, that

" he cannot without grief of heart, and fome tax upon
" himfelf and his Minifters, for not executing the laws,

** look upon the bold licence of fome Men, in printing

" Pamphlets and Sermons fo full of bitternefs and malice
** againft
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* againft the prefent Government, and the law eftablifh- King

" ed; fo full of fedition againft himfelf and the peace of
Ch"

(Jlj

I*

" the Kingdom, that he is many times amazed to confider ._,--j
" by what Eyes thefe things are feen, and by what Ears

" they are heard ; he therefore commands again all his

<e Officers and Minifters of Juftice to proceed againft them
u with all fpeed, and put the laws in execution." Agree- Rufll™-

ably to this declaration his Majefty iffued out his Royal

Proclamation December ioth, requiring obedience to the

Laws aud Statutes ordained* for the eftablifhing true Religi-

on in this Kingdom, and commanding that divine fervice

be performed as heretofore ; and that all Officers and Mini-

fters ecclefiaftical and Temporal, do put the faid Laws in

due execution againft all wilful contemners and difturbers

of Divine Worfhip, contrary to the faid Laws and Sta-

tutes.

Thus matters flood between the King and Parliament, Iflue of «be

when all Men expe&ed the " Court Intereft in the Houfe ^"f^
'< of Peers" would be broken, by the iflue of the impeach- ^Biflwf*.

mentof the thirteen Bifhops, for compiling the late Ca-

nons, which was now at hand. The Lords had refolved,

that fuch Bifhops as were impeached mould not fit in the

Houfe when the merits of their caufe was in debate, but

that when the manner of proceeding was to be fettled they

might be prefent, but not vote. To enable them the bet-

ter to make their Defence it was refolved further, that the

Bifhop of Rochefter with one other Bifhop, might have ac-

cefs twice to the Archbifhop of Canterbury in the Tower,
to confult with him about their anfwer to the impeachment

;

and that all the Lords Bifhops may have accefs to, and have

copies of any A6ts and Records in any of his Majeily's

Courts of Juftice, that may ferve for their defence. On
the ioth of November the Bifhops put in their anfwer, con-

fifting of a Plea and a Demurrer, in which they neither

confefs nor deny the facl, but endeavour to fhew, that the

offence of making Canons could not amount to a premu-
nire, which was certainly true, provided they had been

made in a legal Convocation, and that the Canons them-
felves had not been contrary to the King's prerogative, and
the fundamental Laws of the Land. The anfwer was
figned with all their hands, except the Bifhop of Gloucef-
ter's, who pleaded not guilty " modo & forma." The Kaifon, p.

Commons were difiatisfied with the Bifhops for not pleading 715, 731.

directly to their charge ; and with the Lords, for receiving

a
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King a Demurrer when they were not prefent, contrary to the

1641.
' rec

l
ueft which theyfent up with the impeachment, efpecial-

'uj^—*-J ty when the nature of the cafe, being a meer matter of fa<5t,

could not require it ; they therefore prayed the Lords by
Serjeant Glyn to fet afide the Demurrer, and to admit
them to make proof of their charge without any further de-

lay ; or if they were fatisfied with the charge, and the Bi-

fhops would not plead to it, to proceed immediately to judg-
ment; but the Lords, inftead of complying with the Com-
mons> gave the Bifhops their option, and ordered them to

declare by Saturday, whether they would plead to the Im-
peachmennt, or abide by their Demurrer ; when they de-

clared they would abide by their Demurrer ; upon which
the Lords appointed Monday following [December 11.] to

hear them by their Counfel in prefence of the Commons

;

but the Houfe refenting this dilatory method of proceeding

in a cafe fo apparent and manifefr. to the whole World,
would not appear ; the mod active Members declaring

among their friends, with a fort of defpair, that they would
be concerned no further againft the Bifhops, for they now
faw it was in vain to attack a number of Men whom the

Court and the Houfe of Lords were refolved to protect.

Petition of When this was rumoured in the City it alarmed the peo-

m
0f

nd P^e > whofe fears were already fufficiently awaken'd with

Aid. againft the apprehenfions of a Popifh maflacre and infurrection

Bps. and Po- within their own Walls. The Aldermen and Common
pi(h Lords. Council immediately affembled, and drew up a petition to

fupport the courage of the Commons, and went with it

to Weftminfter in fixty Coaches, attended with a great

Nalfon, number of the lower people. The petition prays, " That
P« 733* « the Houfe of Commons would (till be a means to the

" King and Houfe of Peer, to concur with them [ the

" Commons] in redrefling the Grievances of Church and
" State, and for the better efFe&ing hereof, that the po-

" pifh Lords and Bifhops may be removed out of the

" Houfe of Peers." The Speaker returned them thanks in

the name of the Houfe, and promiied to take their add veh
of the l.on-

j

nto conlideration in due time. A few days after greet

t«»
ApPU'n

numDers of people met upon Black Heath, tofign a Pcti-

on to the fame purpofe ; and within a fortnight the appren-

tices of London went up with a Petition, figned with a

multitude of names, complaining of the decay of trade,

©ccafioncd b*v Papifb and Prelates, and by a malig-

nant party that ndhcr'd to them ; and praying that the

popim
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Popifh Lords, and other eminent Perfons of that Re- King

ligion, might be fecured, and that Prelacy might be Cii*r
}
e*l

rooted ont, according to their former Petition, commonly _— - _j
called the Root and Branch. The Commons received their

Petition favourably ; but the King, inftead of calming the

Citizens, encreafed their jealoufies and fufpicions, by re-

moving at this very time, Sir William Balfour from the

Lieutenancy of the Tower, and puting Colonel Lunsford

into his place, a fufpe&ed Papift, of no fortune, that had

been once out-lawed, and was fit for any defperate attempt

;

this occafioned Petitions to his Majefty tor his removal,

which with much difficulty, after fome time, was obtained,

but the jealoufies of the people ftill remained.

The Petitions above-mentioned againft the Bifhops were pet i t
:ons for

confronted with others out of the Country, in their favour, the Bifhops.

Nov. 18. the humble Petition of the Knights, Efquires, Na ' fon
> P-

Gentlemen, Parfons, "Vicars, and Curates of Rutlandshire, 5
'
7%

was prefented to the Houfe, figned by about eight hun-

dred and forty hands, praying for the continuance of Epif-

copacy, as the only Government of apoftolical Inftitutkm,

fealed with the Blood of Martyrs, admirably fuited to the

Civil Government of this Kingdom, and affirming, that

no Prefbyter ever laid on hands without a Bifhop. Dec. 8.

a Petition of the like nature was prefented from Hunting-

donfhire, and two days after another from Somerfetfhire,

figned with above fourteen thoufand Names.
On the other hand, the Minifters appointed to folicit A fecond

their Remonftrance, formerly mentioned, addreffed the .,

etl

p
0n

.

°

Houfe, Dec. 20, acknowledging " Their piety and zeal clergy for

" for the true Religion, againft Popery and Superftition ;
Reformation

" in countenancing the facred Ordinance of Preaching ; A "' p *

" in encouraging painful and godly Minifters, formerly fet

** afide, but now profitably employed in many Congre-
" gat'rons ; in difcountenancing of bold intruders, who
" without a fufficient Call, have thruft themfelves into

" the facred Office ; as alfo, of all unworthy and fcandalous
*' Minifters ; in freeing divers godly Minifters from prifon

" and Exile, and others from heavy cenfures ; in preven-

" ting the utter ruin of the Petitioners, by fetting afide the
u late Oath and Canons, the High CommiiTion, and other

" illegal preflures of ecclefiaftical Courts ; in making
" an order to take away all fuperftitious Rites and Cere-
" monies, Images, Pictures, and other Innovations, out
•' of Churches ; in conducting the late Peace with Scot-

Vol. II. D d «« land
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" land to an happy conclufion, and in their vigorous en-
tl

, deavours for the relief of Ireland, &c.T-But whereas
" there mil remain a great many Grievances to be re-

moved, they are neceflitated to renew their former fuit

" for redrefs of the aforefaid Evils, and for taking away
" whatever mail appear to be the Root and Caufe of them.
" And whereas the Petitioners, and many others, are de-

«' firous in all things to fubmit to the Laws, fo far as

" poflibly they may, yet merely out of tendernefs and
" fcruple of Gonfcience, they dare not continue as former-

" ly they did, the exercife of fome things enjoined ; not

** only becaufe they have more ferioufly weighed the na-

" ture and fcandal of them, and becaufe fundry Biihops,

" and other grave Divines, called to their affiftance by or-

" der of the Houfe of Peers, have (as they are informed)

" difcovered divers particulars which need alteration in .the

* c Liturgy ; and becaufe there is not (as they humbly con-
* c ceive) at this day, commonly extant, any Book of

" Common-prayer without fo many alterations and addi-

" tions, as render it in many parts another thing from
" that which is by law eitablifhed ; but chiefly, becaufe the

'.' Houfe, from a.fenfe of its defects, has taken the Refor-
*' mation thereof under confideration, which they hoped
" would be fome fhelter againfl the uricf preffing the ufe

" of it, till their pleafure was declared in a parliamentary

" way. But though the petitioners have been comfortably
** afTured of fome eale herein, yet now to their great for-

" row they apprehend that the fame things are anew en-

" forced, which may occafion much trouble and vexation
" to fundry peaceable and worthy JYJiniflers, fome of whom
" have been indicted upon the Statute of I Eliz. cap. 2.

" fince the beginning of this prefent Parliament, and o-

" thers threaten'd for omiifions of fome things complaint d

** of to this high Court, and itill depending before you.

" The Petitioners therefore pray the Houfe to refume the

" confideration of their former Petition, and to commit the

*' fame to the debate of a free Synod, and in the mean
<c time to be mediators to his Majefly for iomc relaxation

*' in matters of ceremony, and of reading the whole Li-
*' turgy. They further pray, that a monthly Faff may be

f* appointed and religioufly obferved, during the prefent

" Seilions of Parliament, and tluv will be ready at any
u time to ofler reafons why there iliould be a Synod ot a

" different conftitution from the Convocation now in being,
u when they lhall be required."

The
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The carrying up thefe Petitions to Weftminfter, and King

efpecially that of the London Apprentices, occafioned great " les I#

tumults about the Parliament Houfe. The King was at ,
_~ _L j

his Palace at Whitehall, attended bv great numbeia of Tumults

difbanded Officers, whom his Majefly received with great *bout tlie

ceremony, and employed as a guard to his Royal Perfon. HouS™"
*

Thefe Officers infulted the common People, and gave them
ill Language as they pafled by the Court to the Parlia-

ment Houfe, crying out, " No Bifhops, no Popilh Lords."

If the People ventured to reply, the Officers followed their

reproaches with cuts and flafhes, which (fays Lord Cla-

rendon) produced fome wounds, and drew Blood. Mr. Vol. \. p.

Baxter fays, they came out of Whitehall, and catched 339-

fome of them, and cut off their ears. From thefe fkir-

milhes, and from the ihortnefs of the Apprentices Hair,
5kinT" fl,eS;

. , . , '
i r i . •

i -i between the
which was cut dole about their ears, the two parties began twa i»a rties»

nrft to be diftinguifhed by the names of Roundhead and
Cavalier. David Hyde, one of the Reformades, firft drew
his fword in Palace Yard, and fwore, He would cut the

throats of thofe Round headed Dogs that bauled againft the

Bifhops. Dr. Williams, bilhop of Lincoln, lately pro-

moted to the See of York, going by land to the Houfe of

Peers in company with the Earl of Dover, and hearing a

Youth cry out louder than the reft, " No Bifhops, no RufiW.
*.' Popilh Lords," ftept from the Earl and laid hands on !'• 464'

him, but his Companions refcued him, and about one hun-
dred of them furrounding the Bifhop hemm'd him in, and
with an univerfal fhout cry'd out, " No Bifhops ; " after

which they opened a pnflage and let his Grace go forward

to the Houfe. The fame day Colonel Lunsford coming
through Weftminfter Hall in company with thirty or forty

Officers, drew his fword and wounded about twenty Ap-
prentices and Citizens : Others walking in the Abbey while

their friends were waiting for an anfwer to their Petition,

were ordered by the Vergers to clear the Church, left the

Ornaments of the Cathedral fhould fuffer damage; upon
which moft of them went out, and the doors were fhut, but

fome few remaining behind, were apprehended and carried

berore the Bifhop, which occafioned another fkirmifh, in

which Sir Richard Wifeman was killed by a ftone from the

battlements ; after which the Officers and Scholars fallied

out upon the Mob with Sword in hand* and obliged them
to retire. The news of this being reported in the city, the

whole Populace v/as in arms, and refolved to go next mor-

ning to Weftminfter with (words arid ftaves. The Lord

D d 2 Mayor
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Mayor and Sheriffs raifed the Train-bands, and having or-

dered the City gates to be kept fhut, they rid about all

night to keep the peace ; but it was impoffible to hinder the

And in the peo^a's going out in the Day. On the other hand, the

city« King commanded the Militia of Weftminfler and Middlefex

to be raifed by turns, as a guard to his Royal Perfon and

Family ; upon which feveral gentlemen of the Inns of

Court offered their fervice, in cafe his Majefly apprehended
Rufhw. anv danger. The Houfe of Commons being no lefs afraid
p-47 1

* 45°-
f themfelves, petitioned for a guard out of the City of

London, under the command of the Earl of Effex, which

his Majefty refufed, but told them, he would take as much
care of them as of his own children ; and if this would not

fuffice, he would command fuch a guard to wait upon them
as he would be anfwerable to God for ; but the Houfe not

being willing to truft to the King's guard, declined his

Majefty's offer, and not prevailing for one of their own
choofing, they ordered halberds to be brought into the Houfe,

and refolved, in cafe of an affault, to defend themfelves.

Attemnu Tne Lords did what they could to difperfe the tumults,

to fupptefs by fending their Gentleman Ufher of the Black Rod to com-
them. mand the People to depart to their homes; and appointing a

Committee to enquire into the caufes of them. His Majefty

alio published a Proclamation [Dec. 28.] forbidding all tu-

multuous affemblies of the people. But the Commons being

unwilling to affront the Citizens, were not fo vigorous in

fuppreffing them, as 'tis thought they might have been ;

for as the King relied upon his guard of Officers, the Com-
mons had their dependance upon the good-will of the Citi-

zens ; not that the Houfe can be charged with encouraging

tumults, for the very next day after the King's Proclama-
tion they fent a meffage to the Lords, declaring their rea-

dings to join in all lawful methods to appeafe them ; but

they were fenftble that their chief flrength was among
the Inhabitants of London, without whofe countenance

and fupport every thing muff have been given back into

the hands of the Court.

The Bilhops While thefe tumults continued the Bifhops were ad\ ifi d
infulied to forbear their attendance upon the Houfe, at leaft till after
going to the , _, . * . .. , . ' . . . . .

' . _..

Parliament tne Cnnttmas holidays ; but this looking too much like cow-
Houfe. ardice, their Lordfhips determined to do their duty ; and bc-

caufe the ftreets were crouded with unruly people, they a-

greed to go by water in their barges; but as foon as they came
near the more, the mob fainted them with a volley of flones,

fo that being afraid to land they rowed back, and returned

peaceably
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peaceably to their houfes. Upon this repulfe twelve of

them met privately at the Archbifhop of York's Lodgings

in Weftminfter, to confult what was next to be done.

The Archbifhop advifed to go no more to the Houfe, and

immediately in a heat drew up the following Proteftation

againft whatfoever the two Houfes mould do in their abfence,

which all that were prefent figned with their hands, except

the Bifiiop of Winchester.

To the King's mod excellent Majefty, and the Lords and

Peers now affembled in Parliament.

The humble Petition and Proteftation of all the Bifhops Their Pro-

and Prelates now called by his Majefty's Writs to attend testation.

the Parliament, and prefent about London and Weft- ,^
€n ' p*

minfter for that Service.

* TTTHereas the Petitioners are called up by feveral and
" W refpective Writs, and under great penalties to at-

" tend the Parliament, and have a clear and indubitable

" Right to vote in Bills, and other matters whatfoever de-
** batable in Parliament, by the ancient Cuftoms, Laws and
" Statutes of this Realm, and ought to be protected by
<( your Majefty quietly to attend and profecute that great
" Service : They humbly remonftrate and proteft before
K God, your Majefty, and the noble Lords and Peers now
" aflembled in Parliament, fhat as they have an indubitate

" Right to fet and vote in the Houfe of Lords, fo are they,

" if they may be protected from Force and Violence, moft
*' ready and willing to perform their Duties accordingly.

" And, that they do abominate all Actions or Opinions
" tending to Popery and the Maintenance thereof; as alfo,

" all Propenfion and Inclination to any malignant Party,

" or any other Side or Party whatfoever, to the which their

" own Reafons and Confcience fhall not move them to ad-
" here. But whereas they have been at feveral times
" violently menaced, affronted, and affaulted, by Multi-
" tudes of People in their coming to perform their Servi-

" ces in that honourable Houfe, and lately chafed away
" and put in danger of their Lives, and can find no Re-
ff drefs or Protection, under fundry Complaints made to

" both Houfes in thefe particulars : They humbly proteft

** before your Majefty, and the noble Houfe of Peers,

" that faving unto themfelves all their Rights and Intereft

*' of fitting and voting in thatHoufe at other times,they dare

D d 3 " not
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" not fit or vote in the Houfe of Peers, until 1 your Ma-
" jefty ihall further fecure them from all Affronts, Indig-

" nities, and Dangers, in the Prernifes. Lately, Where-
" as their Fears are not built upon Fantafies and Con-
** ceits, but upon fuch Grounds and Objections as may
" well terrify Men of Refolution and much Conltancy,
'* they do in all Humility and Duty, proteft before your
" Majefty, and the Peers of that moll honourable Houfe
" of Parliament, againft all Laws, Orders, Votes, Re-
" folutions, and Determinations, as in themfelves null,

" and of none effecL, which in their abfence, fmce the 27 th;

*-' of this Month of December, 1641. have already palled ;

*' as likewife, againif all fuch as fliall hereafter pals in that

" molt honorable Houfe, during the time of this their forced

" and violent abfence from the laid mo ft honourable Houfe;
" not denying, but if their abfenting of themfelves were
* £ wilful and voluntary, that moft honourable Houfe might
" proceed in all the Prernifes, their abfence, or this pro-

" teftation, notwithstanding. And humbly beleeching your
" moft excellent Majefty to command the Clerk of that

" Houfe of Peers, to enter this their Petition and Protefta-

*f tion among their Records,

And they will ever pray God to blefs, dec.

John Eborac George Hereford,

Tho. Durefme, Rob. Oxon.
Ro. Cov. Lichf. Mat. Ely,

Jof. Norwich', Godiery Gloucefter,

Jo. Afaph, Jo. Peterborough,

Gul. Eath and Wells, Morice LandafF.
1

This Proteftation was prefented to the King by Arch-

bifliop Williams, who undertook to juftify the Lawfulncfs

CUren, Vol. of it; but his Majefty declining to appear in fo nice an
It. p. 250. affair delivered it into the hands of the Lord Keeper Little-

ton, who, by his Majefty'' s Command, read it in the Houfe
Rufliw.

1 f Lorc} 3 nex t Morning. After fome debate the Lords
p' 4 7 ' defired a Conference with the Commons, when the Keeper,

in the Name of the Houfe of Peers, declared, *' That
" the Proteftation of the Bifhops contained matters of
'* high and dangerous Confequence, extending to the

" intrenching upon the fundamental Prix ileges and Being
'* of Parliaments, and therefore the Lords thought fit to.

They are " communicate it to the Commons." The Protcftati-

impcached- on being communicated to the Houfe of Commons,
they refolved, within half an hour, to accufe the twelve

Bilhops
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Bifhops of High Treafon, "for endeavouring to fubvert King

" the fundamental Laws and Beings of Parliaments," "^}
and lent up their Impeachment hy Mr. Glyn, who having i_ -„^«lJ
delivered it at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, the Ufher
of the Black Rod was ordered to go immediately in fearch

of the Bifhops, and bring them to the Houfe ; the Bi-

fhops appearing the fame Evening [December 30.] were

fequeflered from Parliament, ten of them being fent to the Fuller B.

Tower, the Bifliops of Durham and Norwich, by reafon XL p. 188.

of their great age, and the Service they had done the Church
of God by their writings and preaching, being committed
to the cufrody of the Black Rod, with an allowance of five

Pounds a day for their expence.

The adverfaries of the Bifhops in both Houfe s were ex- The Ptote-

tremely pleafed with their unadvifed conduct ; one faid,
,1atl°n ll-

it was the Finger of God, to bring that to pafs which other-

wife could not have been compaffed. There was but one

Gentleman in the whole debate that fpoke in their behalf

and faid, u He did not believe they were guilty of High
•* Treafon, but that they were ftark mad, and therefure
t( defired they might be fent to Bedlam." Lord Clarendon ciaren. Vol.

cenfures this Proteftation, as proceeding from the pride and II. p. 355.

paffion of Archbifhop Williams ; he admits, that the eleven

Bifhops were ill advifed, in going into his Meafures, and

fuffering themfelves to be precipitated into fo hafty a Re-
folution, though he is certain there could be nothing of

High Treafon in it. However, their behaviour gave fuch

fcandal and offence, even to thofe who paffionately defired

to preferve their Function, that they had no compaffion or

regard for their Perfons.

The Objections that I have met with againft the Protef- Rcafonsof

tation, are thefe ; Firfl, That it tended to deftroy the very **•

Being of Parliaments, becaufe it put a flop to all laws, or-

ders, votes, and Refolutions made in the abfence of the Bi-

fhops. Secondly, The prefence of the Bifhops is hereby

made fo effential that no Act can pafs without them, which
is claiming a negative voice, like the King's. Thirdly, The
Bifhops de-firing the King to command the Clerk of the

Houfe of Peers to enter their Proteftation on Record, was
derogatory to the rights of Parliament, as though the King
by his command could make a Record, of Parliament.

Fourthly, The annulling all Laws that might be made at

this time, when Ireland was in fo much danger, from the

breaking out of the Irifh Maffacre, was a fort of confpi-

ring with the Rebels to deftrov that Kingdom. Fifthly.

D d 4 It
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King It was faid, that befides the unwarrantable ExprefTtons in
Charles I. ^ proteftation, the form of prefenting and tranfmitting it

i_ - - _} was unjuftifiable.

Apology for On the other hand, it was faid on behalf of the Bifhops,
the Bifhops. that jiere was a manifefl force put upon them ; and violence

offered to the freedom ofone Member of Parliament, is a vio-

lence offered to the whole ; that therefore they had a Right

to proteft, and guard their Privileges, without being accounta-

ble for the ill Confequences that might follow. But fhould

they not have petitioned the Lords to fecure their paffage

to Parliament, rather than have put a Negative upon all their

Proceedings ? I have met with but one learned writer who
commends the Bifhops upon this occafion, and he advances

them, in romantick language, to the Rank of Heroes ; his

words are thefe, " Had the Bifhops done lefs they had fal-

" len fhort of that fortitude which might juftly be expec-

Coliyer's " ted from them. They had reafon to conclude the Root
Ecci. Hid. fl and Branch work would certainly go forward, and there-
Vol.ll. p. tc

fore to be filent under fuch an outrage would look like

" cowardice. When the profpeft is menacing, and a Man
" is almofl certain to be undone, the moft creditable expe-

'•*' dient is to fpend himfelf in a blaze, and flafh to the laft

f* grain of powder. To go out in fmoak and fmother is

" but a mean way of coming to nothing. To creep and
" crawl to a misfortune is to fuffer like an InfeQ:. A Man
" ought to fall with Dignity and Honour, and to keep his
44 mind erecl: though his fortune happens to be crufht.

*' This was the Bifhops meaning, and for making fo hand-
?* fome a retreat they ought to {land commended upon

Remarks " Record." But with due regard to this Reverend Divine,

was trjere no medium between being filent, and taking upon
them to diffolve the Parliament ? For if the Proceedings of

the Houfe of Peers are null without the Bifhops, 'tis no

lefs certain, that thofe of the Honfe of Commons are null

without the Peers ; from whence it muft follow, that the

p. 301. whole Parliament is of no ufe. Mr. Rapin is of opinion,

that the King hoped " That this Affair might occafion
*' the Diifolution of the Parliament." But his Majefty

was much miftaken, for the Bifhops and popifh Lords be-

ing now abfent, the Majority of the Houfe of Peers was
againft the Court ; which vexed the Queen and her Facti-

on, and put them upon fuch an extravagant piece of revenge

as effe&ually ruined the King's Affairs, and broke the peace

of the Kingdom.

Hb
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His Majefty having been aflured that the Lord Kimbol- King

ton, and five of the moft a&ive Members in the Houfe of
"
6
"

.

Commons, (viz.) Denzil Hollis, Sir Arthur Haflerigge, \_^v
- _j

John Pym, John Hambden, and William Stroud, Efqs. King goes

had invited the Scots into England, and were now the chief l° the H - of

encouragers of thofe tumults that had kept the Bifhops and fe ;ze fl ve f

popifh Lords from the Houfe ; that they had afperfed his their Mem-

Government, and were endeavouring to deprive him of his *

Royal power : In a word, that they were confpiring to levy

war againft the King ; refolved to impeach them of high

treafon ; accordingly his Majefty fent his Attorney Gene-
ral to the Houfe with the Articles [Jan. 3.] and at the fame

time fent Officers to their Houfes to feal up their trunks,

papers, and doors ; but the Members not being ordered in-

to cuflody, as his Majefty expe&ed, the King went him-

felf to the Houfe next day in the afternoon [Jan. 4.] to feize

them, attended with about two hundred Officers and Soldi-

ers, armed with Swords and Piftols ; the Gentlemen of the

Inns of Court who had offered their fervice to defend the

King's perfon, having had notice to be ready at an hour's

warning. The King having entered the Houfe went di-

rectly to the Speaker's Chair, and looking about him, faid

with a frown, " I perceive the Birds are fled, but I
(t will have them wherefoever I can find them, for as long
" as thefe perfons are here, this Houfe will never be in

** the right way that I heartily wifh it ; I expect therefore,

" that as foon as they come to the Houfe that you fend
" them me." Having then aflured the Members, that he
defigned no_force upon them, nor breach of privilege, after

a little time, he withdrew ; but as his Majefty was going

out, many Members cried aloud, fo as he might hear

them, Privilege ! Privilege ! the Houfe was in a terrible

pannick while the King was in the chair, the Door of the

Houfe, with all the Avenues, being crouded with Officers

and Soldiers : As foon therefore as his Majefty was gone

they adjourned till next day, and then for a week. It was

happy that the five Members had notice of the King's com-
ing, juft time enough to withdraw into the City, otherwife

it might have occafioned the effufion of blood, for without

doubt the armed Soldiers at the door waited but for the

word to carry them away by force. Next day his Majefty
went into the City [Jan. 5.] and demanded them orthe

Ru(nw
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, then affembled by

p. 47S
.'

his order at Guildhall-, profefling at the fame time his refo-

lution to profecute all that oppofed the Laws, whether Pa-

pifts
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King pifts or Separates, and to defend the true protcftant Reli-

<s±i
'

S'on ^'^'c 1
' 1 his Father profeffed, and in which he would

^_ - j continue during his life. But though his Majefty was no-

bly entertained by the Sheriffs, he now perceived, that

" thisrafh and unadvifed action" had loft him the hearts of

the Citizens, for there was no acclamations or huzzas, as

ufual, but here and there a voice, as he went along in his

Coach, crying out, " privilege of Parliament ! privilege of
™ Parliament !" however, he went on with his refolution,

and Jan. 8. publifhed a Proclamation, commanding all Ma-
giftratcs, and Officers of Juftice, to apprehend the accu-

fed Members and carry them to the Tower.

Authors of 'Tis hard to fay with any certainty, who put the King
this Projed.

; upon this unparallel'd act of violence upon the Parliament,

which the. moft arbitrary of his Predeceffors never attemp-

ted. If hi:. Majefty reflected at all upon what he was go-

ing about, we mud: conclude, that he intended " to dif-

*' folve the Parliament, and to return to his former me-
*' thods of arbitrary Government ;-' becaufe by the fame

Rule that the King might take five Members out of the

Houfe, he might take out five hundred ; befides, feveral of

the articles laid ngainft them were equally chargeable upon

the majority of the Houfe. It now appeared (fays Ra-

p. 322, 328, pin) that the King was refclved to be revenged on thofe

that had offended him ; and that there was no further room
to confide in his Royal Word. Some fay this was Lord

Digby's mad project, who, when he found his Majefty,

after his return out of the City, vexed at his difappoint-

ment, offered to go with a felect company and bring them

dead or alive ; but the King was afraid of the confequcnces

of fuch an entcrpri/.e ; and Digby being ordered to attend

in his place in the Houfe, thought fit to withdraw out of

the Kingdom. Mr. Eachard, with greater probability, lays

it upon the Queen and her cabal of Papifts ; and adds,

that when the King cxpreffed his diftruft of the affair, her

Majefty broke out into a violent pafTion, and laid, " Allez

" Poitron, 6Vc. Go Coward, and pull thefe Rogues out by
" the Ears, or never fee my Face any more ;" which it

feems (fays the Archdeacon) determined the whole matter.

CityofLon- The Citizens of London were fo far from delivering up
don for the ^ £ve Members, that they petitioned the King that they

might be at liberty, and proceeded againft according to the

inethodsof Parliament. At the fame time they acquainted

his Majefty with their apprchcnfions of the ruin of trade,

and
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and of the danger of the proteftant Religion, by reafon of King

the progrefs of the Rebellion in Ireland, and the numbers of
c
^

rle
^ I-

Papifts and other difbanded Officers about the Court. His t ^ *

Majefty finding he had loft theCity, fortified Whitehall with Rapin
, p.

Men and Munition, and fent Cannoneers into the Tower to 3 17.

defend it, if there was occafion. When the Citizens com-
plained of this, his Majefty replied, '< That it was done
** with an Eye to their fafety and advantage ; that his for-

" tifying Whitehall was not before it was neceflary, and
" that, if any Citizens had been wounded it was undoubt*

^ edly for their evil and corrupt demeanor." But they

had no confidence in the King's protection. A thoufand

mariners and failors offered to guard the five Members to

Weftminfter by Water upon the day of their adjournment

[Jan. 11.] and the Train Bands offered the Committee at

Guildhall to do the fame by land, which was accepted ; but

the offer of the apprentices was refufed. Things being

come to this extremity, his Majefty, to avoid the hazard of

an affront from the populace, took a fatal refolution to

leave Whitehall, and accordingly, Jan. 10th, the day be- King leave*

fore the Parliament was to meet, he removed with his WhitekalL

Queen and the whole Royal Family to Hampton Court,

and two days after to Windfor, from whence he travell'd by

eafy journies to York ; but never returned to London till

he was brought thither as a criminal, to execution.

By the King's deferring his capital in this manner, and Remarks;

not returning when the ferment was over, he left the

ffrength and riches of the Kingdom in the hands of the Par-

liament ; for next day the five Members were conducted

by Water in triumph to Weftminfter, the Train Bands of

the City marching at the fame time by land, who, after they

had received the thanks of the Houfe were difmifTed ; and
Serjeant Skippon, with a companv of the City Militia, was
appointed to guard the Parliament Houfe ;

" from this day
*' (fays Lord Clarendon) we may reafonably date the levy- VoI IL
*- ( ing War in England, whatfoever has been fince done be- p. 383,
tl ing but the fuperftruclures upon thefe foundations.'*

Itmuft be confeffed, that two days after [Jan. 12.] the

King fent a meffage to the Houfe, waving his proceedings

with refpecl: to the five Members, and promifing to be as

careful of their privileges as of his Life or Crown ; and a _ -

little after his Majefty offered a general pardon ; but the yd. Iv.

Commons had too much reafon at this time not to depend p. 492;

Vpon his Royal promife ; they infifted, that the accufed

Members fhould be brought to their trial in a legal and par-

liamentary
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King liamentary way ; in order to which they defired his Majefty

1641'. to inforni them, what proof there was againfl them ; it

x.^^^^j being the undoubted right and privilege of Parliament,
" that no Member can be proceeded againfl without the
*' confent of the Houfe ;" which his Majefty refufing to

comply with, removed further off, to Windfor, and en-

tered uponmeafures very inconfiflent with the peace of the

Kingdom.
Bifhops not >f return to the Bifhops ; about a fortnight after their
b-ouebt to . rT -1,111 1 • 1

their Trial, commitment [Jan. 17. J they pleaded to the impeachment
of the Houfe of Commons, " Not guilty, in manner and
'* form," and petition'd the Lords for a fpeedy trial, which
was appointed for thecal) friftahl, but was put off from
time tc^jimc, till the whole bench of Bifhops was voted out

of the Houfe, and then entirely dropt ; for the very next
Bill to take day after their commitment the Commons defired the Lords
aw a) ihetr

l0 refume ffte confideration of the Bill that had been fent up
Votesrevi- - . „ , , . ... , . . r ,. .

r

vcd. lome months ago, " tor taking away all temporal jurifdicti-

" on from thofe in holy orders," which the Lords promis-

ed : It had pafFed the Commons without any difficulty

about the time of the Irifh infurrection, but was laid afide

in the Houfe of Lords, as being thought impofTible to go

through while the Bifhops votes were entire : When it was
Claren. revived at this juncture, the Earl of Bedford and the Bifhop
Vol.1 p. £ R oc }ie fter made a vigorous (land againll it. His Lord-

fhip urged, that it was contrary to the ufage of Parliament,

when a Bill had been once rejecTed, to bring it in a fecond

time the fame SefTion. To which it was replied, that it was

not the fame Bill {having a new 7'itle] though it was to

accomplifh the fame end. Befides, the diflrefs of the

times required fome extraordinary meafures for their redrefs

;

and further, fince the King had been gracioufly pieafed to

pafs an a6f for " the continuance of this Parliament as long

" as they thought fit to fit," and thereby parted with his

right of proroguing or diffoiving them, the nature of things

was altered, therefore they were not to be tied down to the

And pates ordinary forms in other cafes. The queftion being put,

Lo"!dT

UlC °
f
wnetner the Bil1 mould be read

>
"t part in the affirmative ;

unon which the confideration of it was refumed, and after

fo'mc few debates the Bill was paffed hv a very great majori-

ty, Feb. 6. 164.1-2, the Citizens of London exprefllng

their fatisfa&ion by ringing of bells and bonfires. But it

C'.ircn. was ftill apprehended that the King would refufe his affent,

Vol. I. p. becaufe when he had been preffed to it his Majefty had faid,

**7-
it was a matter of great concernment, and therefore he

would
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would take time to confider ; but the Commons not content Kin?

with this delay lent again to Windibr, to prefs his compli-
ai

^
sL

ance upon the following reafons, f* Eecaufe the Subjects i_ -
y -*_f

« fuffered by the Bifhops exercifing temporal jurisdiction, Arguments

« and making a party in the Houfe or" Lords. Becaufe it
tor the K,nS11111 1 1 l 1 • to pa's il-" was apprehended that there would be a happy conjunc-

*' tion of both Houfes upon the exclufion of the Bifhops.

" And the figning this Bill would be a comfortable pledge

" of his Majefty's gracious affent to the future remedies of
i( thofe evils which were to be prefented to him."

This meffage from the Commons was feconded by thofe ciaren^L

of greater! truft about the King, who argued, " Thai the Voi
* '• P*

" combination againfr. the Bilhops was irrefillible ; that the 4

M paffing this Bill was the only way to preferve the Church ;

*' and, that if the Parliament was gratified in this, io ma-
f* ny perfons in both Houfes would be fully fatisfied, that

'* they would join in no further alterations ; but if they
" were croffed in this, they would endeavour an extirpa-

" tion of the Bilhops, and a demolifhing of the whole
** fabrick of the Church." They argued further, " That
" force or indirect means having been made ufe.of to ob-
" tain the Bill, the King might by his power bring the

** Bifhops in again when the prefent diftempers were com-
'* pofed." An argument bv which his Majefty might fet

aftde all his conceilions, or Acts of Grace (as he was plea-

fed to call them) to his Parliament at once. But none of

thefe reafons would have prevailed, had not the Qi.Jeen

made ufe of her fovereign influence over the King. Her
Majefty was made to believe by Sir

J.
Culpeper, that her

own preservation depended upon the King's Confent to the

Bill; that if his Majefty refufed it, her journey into Hol-

land would be flopt, and her perfon poffibly endangered

by fome mutiny or infurre6tion ; whereas the irfing her

intereft with the King would lay a popular Obligation

upon the Kingdom, and make her acceptable to the

Parliament. Thefe arguments carrying a face of pro-

bability, her Majefty wrefted the King's Rtfolution from

him, lb that the Bill was figned by Cornmiilion, February .

K"igpa^<*

the 14th, together with another againft prelling Sol- i{u^Wm
diers, his Majefty being then at Canterbury, accompa- p 551.

nying the Queen in her paffage to Holland. But his Ma-
jelly's figning them with fo much reluctance did him a

differvice. All men took notice of his difcontent ; and Lord Vol. I. ».

Clarendon fays, he had cauie to believe, that the King was 4*7> 43°-

prevailed with to fign them, " becaufe he was told, that

" there
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" there being Violence and Force ufed to obtain them*
*' they were therefore in themfelves null, and in quieter
*' times might eafily be revoked and difannulled." A fhort

method of cutting afunder the finews of the mod: eilablifhed

Laws of a Country ! To give the Reader the A61 itfelf j

the Preamble begins thus,

" TT7 Hereas Bifhops, and other perfons in holy Orders,
" W ought not to be entangled with fecular Jurisdiction

" (the Office of the Ministry being of fuch great impor-
" tance that it will take up the whole man.) And for that

" it is found by long experience, that their intermeddling
*' with fecular Jurifdittions hath occafioned great mifchiefs

" and fcandals both to Church and State, his Majeify, out
** of his religious care of the Church, and Souls of his

" People, is gracioufly pleafcd that it be enacled, and by
*' Authority of this prefent Parliament be it enacted, That
" no Archbifhop or Bifhop, or other perfon that now is,

'* or hereafter fhall be in holy Orders, fhall at any time
" after the 15 th day of February, in the year of our Lord
" 1 641. have any Seat or Place, Suffrage or Vote, or ufe,

" or execute any power or authority in the Parliaments of
" this Realm, nor fhall be of the Privy Council of his

(i Majerty, his Heirs or Succeffors, or Juft ices of the Peace
*' of Oyer and Terminer, or Gaol Delivery, or execute

" any temporal authority, by virtue of any Commiilion ;

*' but fhall be wholly difabled, and be uncapable to have,

" receive, ufe, or execute any of the laid offices, places,

" powers, authorities, and things aiorefaid.

" And be it further ena£ted by the authority aforefaid,

" that all A£ts from and after the faid 15 th of February,
" which fhall be done or executed by any Archbifhop or

** Bifhop, or other perfon whatfoever in holy Orders ; and
" all and every Suffrage or Voice, given or delivered by
*' them, or any of them, contrary to the purport and trua

" meaning of this prefent Acf, fhall be utterly void, to all

" intents, conftrudtion , and purpofes."

Thus the Peerage of the Bifhops, and the whole fecu-

lar power of the Clergy, ceafed for about twenty years j

how far they contributed to it by their pride and ambition,

their fovereign contempt of the Laity, and indifcrcet be-

haviour towards their Neighbours, has been already ob-

ferved. Their enemies faid, the hand of God was againlt

them.
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1

them, becaufe they had given too much countenance to King
Charle-

1641
the ridiculing of true devotion and piety, under the name ,^f

s

of Godiy Puritanifm ; becaufe they had filenced great num-
bers of Minifters, eminent for learning and piety, for not

complying with certain indifferent Rites and Ceremonies,

while others that were vicious, and infufficient for their

places, were continued ; becaufe they made a (fritter

enquiry after thole who failed and prayed, and joined to-

gether in religious exercifes, than after thofe who were

guilty of fwearing, drunken nefs, and other kinds of de-

bauchery ; becaufe they difcouraged afternoon Sermons

and Lectures, and encouraged {ports and paftimes on the

Lord's Day; becaufe they had driven many hundred fami-

lies out of the land ; and v/ere, upon the whole, enemies

to the civil intererts of their Country. Others objected,

that moft of them verged too much towards the See of

Rome, and gave ground to fufpe£t, that they were de-

signing an Union between the two Churches, which, at a

time when the Roman Catholicks in Ireland had em-
brued their hands in the blood of almofl: two hundred

thoufand Protectants ; and were fo numerous at home, as

to make large and publick collections of money to fupport

the King in his war againfr. the Scots, was fufficient to

make every fincere Protefrant jealous of their power. Be-
fides, the Bifhops themfelves had been guilty of a great Collyer's

many Opprefhons ; they had in a manner laid afide the
p

C

gj
'

practice of Preaching, that they might be the more at lei-

sure for the governing part of their Function ; and even

here they transferred the whole of their jurisdiction upon
their Chancellors and under Officers. They did not fit

in their Confiflories to hear complaints, or do juftice either

to Clergy or Laity, but turned over the People to Regi-

sters, Proctors, and Apparitors, who drew their money
from them againft equity and law, and ufed them at dis-

cretion. Few or none of them made their Visitations in

perfon ; nor did they live in their epifcopal Cities, by
which means there was no kinds of hofpitaiity or libera-

lity to the Poor. Divine Service in their Cathedrals was
neglected, or ill performed, for want of their prefence and
infpection. Inftead of conferring Orders at their Mother
Church, they made ufe of the Chapels of their private

houfes, nor did they require the affiSbnceof their Deans and
Chapters upon fuch folemn occafions ; they pronounced the

cenfures of Deprivation and Degradation in a monarchical

and abfoiute manner, not calling in the Deans stnd Chapters

to
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to any fliare of the Adminiftration. And upon the whole,

they did little elfe but> receive their Rents, indulge their

eafe, confult their grandeur, and lord it over their Brethren.

Thefe were the popular complaints againft them, which
made the Citizens rejoice at their downfal, and attend the

palling of the Bill with Bonfires and Illuminations. But if

all thefe things had not concurred in a nice and critical

flate of affairs, the attempts of the Houfe of Commons
would have been in vain ; neither the King nor the Houfe
of Peers being heartily willing to deprive them of their Seats

in Parliament. This was one of the laft Bills the King paft

;

and the only Law which he enacted in prejudice of the efta-

blifhed Church. Here his Majefty made a (land, and by

a meflage fent to both Houfes, defired not to be prefr. to

any one fingle A6f. further, till the whole affair of Church
Government and the Liturgy was fo digefted and fettled by

both Houfes, that he might fee clearly what was fit to be

left, as well as what was fit to be taken away.

CHAP. XI.

From the King's leaving Whitehall to the beginning of

the Civil War.

, , \ L L things now tending to a rupture between the King

Nation. A and Parliament : the Legiflature was divided and the

ConlTitution broken. While the Royal Family was at

Hampton Court the Officers and Soldiers that were quar-

tered about Kingfton, to the number of two hundred, made
fuch disturbances, that the Militia of the County was railed

to difperfe them. After a few days the King removed fur-

ther, to Windfor, where a Cabinet Council was held in

Relblutions prefence of the Queen, in which, befides the refolution of
of the CaU-

pa fl|no; no more Bills, already mentioned, it was further
net Council r o , „_

~* ,J .

at Windfor. agreed, that her Majelty being to accompany the r'rmceis

her Daughter to Holland, in order to her marriage with

the Prince of Orange, mould take with her the Crown

Jewels, and pfedge them for ready money ; with which

fhe fhould purchafc Arms and Ammunition, &c. for the

King's fervice. She was alfo to treat with the Kings of

France and Spain for four thoufand Soldiers, by the media-

tion of the Pope's Nuncio. It was agreed further, that his

Majefty lhould come to no agreement with the Parliament,

till
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till he underftood the Succefs of her Negotiations, but

mould endeavour to get poffefllon of the important Fortref-

les of Portfmouth and Hull, where the Arms and Artillery

of the late Army in the North were depofited. Mr. Ea-

chard fays it was refolved, that the Queen mould remove to

Portfmouth, and the King to Hull ; that being pofleiTed of

thofe places of Strength, where his Friends might refort to

him with fafety, he would fit dill till the hot Spirits at Weft-
minfter could be brought to reafon ; but this important Se- Rapin, p.

cret being difcovered the Parliament entered upon more ef- 354-

fedtual meafures for their Safety : They fent to Colonel

Goring, Governor of Portfmouth, not to receive any For-

ces into the Town but by Authority of the King, fignifled

by both Houfes of Parliament. Sir John Hotham was fent

to fecure the Magazine at Hull ; and a guard was placed a-

bout the Tower of London, to prevent the carrying out

any Ordnance or Ammunition without confent of Parlia-

ment. Lord Clarendon, and after him Mr. Eachard, cen- p. 370, 371.

fure the two Houfes for exercifing thefe " firft A6ls of So-
* vereignty ;" but how far they were neceffary for their

own and the publick Safety, after what had part, and after

the Refolutions of the Councils at Windfor, I leave with

the Reader.

The command of the Militia had been ufually in the Debates

Crown ;
" though the Law had not pofitively determined ^

out
.

the

*' in whom that great Power was lodged," as Mr. Whit-
lock undertook to prove before the CommirTioners at Ux-
bridge : The King claimed the fole difpofal of it to himfelf,

but the Parliament infilled that it was not in the King alone,

but in the King and Parliament jointly ; and that when the

Kingdom is in imminent danger, if the Royal Power is not

executed in its defence, the Military Force may be raifed with-

out it. But waving the Queltion of Right, the Parliament

defired the Command of the Militia might be put into fuch

hands as they could confide in only for two years, till the

prefent diforders were quieted, but the King refufed, un-

j

lefs the Houfe would flril give up the Queftion of Right,

and veil: the fole Command of the Militia in the Crown by

form of Law; which the Parliament declined, and voted the

advifers of that anfvver Enemies of the Kingdom.
Multitudes of Petitions were prefented to the Houfes Petitions to

from the City of London, and from the Counties of Mid- the Parlia-

dlefex, Hertford, Effex, &c. befeeching them to provide ™™'£> P'£

for the fafety of the Nation, by difarming Papifts, by tak- fafety of the

ing care of the Proteftants in Ireland, by bringing evil Nation.

Vol. II. E e Coun-
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King Counfellors to punifhment, by putting the Kingdom into a

1642.
' pofture of defence, and by committing the Forts and Ca-

bles of the Kingdom, to fuch perfons as both Houfes could

confide in ; but their hands were tied, becaufe the King
claimed to himfelf the fole Execution of the Laws, and

Their Pro- would a6t no longer in concert with his Parliament. The
ccedings. Commons, encouraged by the Spirit of the People, petiti-

ed a fecond time for the Militia, and framed arr Ordinance,

with a Lift of the names of fuch Perfons in whom they

could confide. HisMajefty, in order to amufe the Houfe

and gain time, told them, " That he could not diveft him-
'* felf of that juft Power that God and the Laws of the

" Kingdom had placed in him for the defence of his

" People, for any indefinite time." After this they pre-

fented a third Petition to the King at Theobalds [March 1.]

Rufaw. p. in which they proteft, " That if his Majefty perfiftsin that

5 2 3> " denial, the dangers and diftempers of the Kingdom were
" fuch as would endure no longer delay ; and therefore, if

" his Majefty will not fatisfy their defires, they fhall be in-

** forced, for the fafety of the Kingdom, to difpofe of the

** Militia by Authority of both Houfes of Parliament, and
" they refolved to do it accordingly :" Befeeching his Ma-
jefty at the fame time to rcfide near his Parliament. The
King was fo enflamed with this Proteftation, that he told

lb. p. 514. them, " He was amazed at their meflage, but mould not

" alter his Refolution in any point." And inftead of refid-

ing near his Parliament he removed to New Market, and

by degrees as far as York. Upon this the Commons voted
Rapln, p. March 4. " That the Kingdom be forthwith put into
374> " a pofture of defence by authority of both Houfes, in fuch

•* a way as is already agreed upon by both Houfes of Par-

" liament ;" and next day they puhlifhed an Ordinance for

that purpofe. March 9. both Houfes prefented a Declara-

Rufhw. p. ration to the King at New Market, " Exprcfting the caufes
528. « f tne j r pears anc] Jealoufies, and their carneft defires,

*' that his Majefty would put from him thofe wicked anil

* and mifchievous Counfellors, that have caufed thefe dif-

" ferences between him and his Parliament ; that he would
" come to Whithall, and continue his own and the Prince's

" Reildence near his Parliament, which he may do with
" more honour and fafety than in any other place. We
n befeech your Majefty (fay they) to confider in what Mate
" you are, and how eafy the May is to Happtnefs, Great-
** nefs and Honour, if you will join with your Parliament ;

** this is all we expeft, and for this we will return you our
" Lives
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' Lives and Fortunes, and do every thing we can to fnp-

, port your juft Sovereignty and Power. But it is not
*' words alone that will fecure us ; that which we defire is

" fome real effect in granting thofe things that the prefent

" neceflities of the Kingdom require." They add further,

*' That his Majefty's Removal to fo great a diftance not

'•' only obftru6ted the Proceedings of Parliament, but look-

" ed like an Alienation of the Kingdom from himfelf and
" Family." His Majefty's beft Friends advifed him to take Rurtw. p,

this opportunity to return to London ;
" and it muft be foie- 533*

** ly imputed to his Majefty's own Refolutions (fays Lord
•' Clarendon) that he took not that courfe j" but inftead

of this he broke out into a Pailion, and told them, he had
his Fears for the true Proteftant ProferTion and the Laws as

well as they: *f What would you have ? (fays his Majef-
" ty) Have I violated your Laws, or denied to pafs

" any Bill for the eafe of my Subjects ? I do not auk you
ie what you have done for me —— God fo deal with me
" and mine, as my intentions are upright for maintaining
** the true Proteftant Profeffion and the Laws of the Land.'*

Being afked by the Earl of Pembroke, Whether he would
not grant the Militia for a little time ? his Majefty fwore

by God, No, not for an hour. When he was put in

mind of his frequent Violation of the Laws, his Majefty

replied, That he had made ample Reparation, and
did not expect to be reproached with the Actions of his

Minifters.

As his Majefty infifted upon the Militia, he claimed alfo

*' An unalienable right to all the Forts and Garrifons of the
<e Kingdom, with an uncontroulable Power to difpofe of the
" Arms and Ammunition laid up in them, as his proper
ie Goods." This the Parliament difputed, and maintained*

that they were his Majefty's, only in truft for the publick,

and that in difcharge of this Trull the Parliament fitting are

his Counfellors ; for if-the King had fuch a property in the

Forts and Magazines as he claimed, he might then fell or (

transfer them into an Enemy's hand as abfolutely as a pri-

vate Perfon may his Lands and Goods ; which is a ftrang*

maxim, and contrary to the A£t of 40 Edw. III. Many
Declarations patTed between the King and his Parliament

on this argument, while each Party were getting Poffef-

fion of all that they could. The King was contriving to

get Poffeffion of the Magazine of Hull, but the Parliament

were before hand with his Majefty, and not only fecured that

important Fortrefs, but got poffefiion of the Fleet [March
Ee % 31.]
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31.] which fubmitted to the Earl of Warwick, whom the

Parliament appointed to be their Admiral.

But the Ordinance of March 5. " For difpofing of the
" Militia by both Houfes of Parliament without the King,
" in cafes of extreme danger to the Nation, of which dan-
" ger the two Houfes were the proper Judges, with the fub-

" fequent Refolutions of March 16," were the Grand Crifis

which divided the two Parties in the Houfe. Mr. Hyde,
afterwards Lord Claredon, Mr. Bridgeman, Mr. Palmer,

and other eminent Lawyers and Gentlemen, having given

their Opinion againft the Ordinance, deferted their Stations

and retired to the King. On the other hand, Serjeant May-
nard, Whitlocke, Glyn, Selden, the Lord Keeper Littleton,

Mr. Lee, St. John, Grimfton, and divers others of no lefs

Judgment in Law, and of a fuperior intereft in their Coun-
try, accepted of Commiffions in the Militia, and continued in

the Service of the Parliament. A4any retired to their Coun-
try Seats, and were for ftanding Neuter in this nice Conjun-

cture ; bui thofe that remained in the Houfe were about

three hundred, befides fifty that were employed in the Coun-
try, and about fifty more that were abfent with leave ; the

reft went over to the King, and were forne time after expel-

led the Houfe. But from this time the fitting Members
were more relolute, and met with lefs oppofition.

March 15, His Majefty acquainted the Houfes from Hun-
tington, with his defign to refide for fome time at York

;

and adds, that he expected, " they mould pay aduereeard
" to his Prerogative, and to the Laws eftablifhel ; and that

" none of his Subjects fhould prefume, under colour of
" any Order or Ordinance of Parliament, to which his

" Majefty is not a Party, to do or execute what is not
" warrantable by the Laws." His Majefty's Intention, by
this Meffage, was to put a ftop to all farther proceedings of

the Parliament, for their own and the Nation's Security,

till they had digelled all their Grievances into a body. Up-
on receiving this Declaration both Houfes came to thefe Re-
folutions among others.

March 16, Refolvcd, " That thofe who advife his Ma-
" jelly co abfent hi mfelf from the Parliament, are Enemies
'* to the Peace of the Kingdom, and jullly fufpeded to be

U Favourers of the Rebellion in Ireland.

Refolved, " That the Ordinance of Parliament for the

** Militia is not inconlilrent with the Oath of Allegiance ;

" but that the feveral Commiffions granted by his Majefty
'* under
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" under the Great Seal to the Lieutenants of the feveral

" Counties are illegal and void.

Refolved, " That in cafes of extreme danger, and of his

" Majefty's refufal to a6f. in concert with his Parliament,
" the people ought, by the fundamental laws of the king-
" dom, to obey the Ordinance of both Houies concerning
*' the Militia ; and that fuch perfons as fhall be appointed
" Deputy Lieutenants, and are approved by both Houfes,
€i ought to take upon them to execute their Offices.

It was refolved further; " That the two Houfes of Par-
" liament being the Reprefentative Body of the whole na-
" tion, and two parts in three of the Legiflature, were the
" proper judges of the ftate and condition of it.

Refolved, " That when both Houfes agreed, that the
" nation was in extreme danger, as they now did, the King
*' was obliged by the Laws of Nature, as well as by the
** Laws of the Land, to agree to thofe remedies which
" they who are his great Council mould advife him lo.

" This feems evident from the Statute of 25 Edw. III. en- Rufliw. p.

" titled, The Statute of Provifors of Benefices, which 69 '

" fays, that " the right of the Crown of England, and
" the Laws of the Realm is fuch, that upon the mifchiefs

" and damages that happen to this Realm, our Sovereign
" Lord the King ought,* and is bound by his Oath,
** with the accord of his people in Parliament, to ordain
" Remedy for removing thereof,"

Refolved, " That if in fuch a time of danger his Maje-
" fty deferts his Parliament, or refufes to concur with them
" in ordaining fuch Remedies as are abfolutely neceflary for
tc the common fafety, then the two Houfes ought to look
*' upon themfelves as the Guardians of the People, and
" provide for their defence.

Refolved, u That when the Lords and Commons, which
" is the fupreme Court of Judicature in the Kingdom, fhall
lt declare what the Law of the Land is ; to have this not
u only queftioned but contradicted, and a command that it

" fhould not be obey'd, is a high breach of the privilege of
" Parliament."

His Majefty on the other hand averr'd, " That the The King's

" kingdom was in no danger, but from the arbitrary pro- Reply.

" ceedings of the Parliament, who were invading the Royal
" Prerogative, and fubverting the Conftitution in Church
" and State.

*' That if the Kingdom was really in danger, He was the
*' Guardian and Protedor of his People, and was anfwer-

E e 3 able
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King « able to God only for his conduct ; but that Parliaments

1642!
' " were temporary and diffolvable at his pleafure ; That he

u^pJ " mould therefore confider them as his Counfellors and
'* Advifcrs, but not his Commanders or Dictators.

His Majefty admitted, " That in fome doubtful cafes the

" Parliament were Judges of the Law, but he did not

" think himfelf bound to renounce his own Judgment and
" Underilanding, by pairing Laws which might fepa-

*< rate from his Crown that which was in a manner effential

" to it (viz.) a power to protect his fubjects."

The Parlia- To which the Commons replied, " That the King alone
nient's An- u cou \d not be Judge in this cafe, for the King judges not

Rufliw. p.
" matters of Law but by his Courts ; nor can the Courts

698. <« of Law be Judges of the State of the Kingdom againffc
Rapm, p. (i

t jlc Parliament, becaufe they are inferior ; but as the
<l Law is determined by the Judges, who are the King's

" Council, fo the State of the nation is to be determined by
" the two Houfes of Parliament, who are the proper Judges
" of the Conflitution. If therefore the Lords and Com-
" mons in Parliament afiembled, declare this or the other
u matter to be according to Law, or according to the Con-
" flitution of the Kingdom, 'tis not lawful for any fingle

" perfon or inferior Court to contradict it."

Remarks. But inflead of tiring the reader with a long paper war in

" fupport of thefe proportions, I will make one general

" remark, which may ferve as a key to the whole contro-

*' verfy. " If we fuppofe the Kingdom to be in its n.:tu-

" ral ftate, after the King left his Parliament, and would
" act no longer in corcert with if. If the conflitution was
*' then entire, and the mod confulerable grievances redrcis-

" ed. If the Laws in being were a futTkient fecurity a-

" gainfl the return of Popery and arbitrary Power, and
'* there was fufficient reafon to believe thofe Laws would
" have their free courfe," then the King's arguments are

ftrong and conclufive ; for in all ordinary cafes, the admi-

niilration of Juftice, and the due execution of the Laws,
is veiled in the Crown ; nor may the Lords and Commons
in Parliament make new Laws, or fufpend and alter old

ones, without his Majefty's confent. But on the other

hand, " If in the opinion of the Lords and Commons in

" Parliament affembled, who are the Reprcfcntativcs of

" the whole Nation, the Conm'tution is hroken, by the

" King's deferring his two Houfes, and refolvin:; to :nt no
u longer in concert with them ; or by any other overt-acts

" of his MajthVs Council inconfiftent with the Conflitu-
11 tion.
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" tion. Or if both Houfes mall declare the Religion and King

(t Liberties of the Nation to be in imminent danger, either
cfl"ies r.

**, from foreign or domeftick Enemies, and the King will ._ '^
" not concur with his Parliament to apply fuch remedies
" as the Wifdom of his two Houfes mall think neceffary ;"

then certainly, after proper Petitions and Remonftrances,

they may provide for the publick Safety, as much as in the

cafe of Nonage or Captivity of the Prince. In order

therefore to decide in the prefent Controverfy, we muff,

carefully confider the true condition of the Nation ; whe-
ther it was in its natural State ? or, whether the Conftitu-

tion being divided and broken by the King's deferring

his Parliament, the legal form of Government was not

diffolved ? in the former Cafe I apprehend the King was
in the right ; but in the latter the Parliament.

This unhappy Controverfy was managed with great

warmth, and mutual reproaches, but with this decency,

that the King did not charge his Parliament with criminal

Defigns, but only a malignant party in both Houfes ; nor

did the Parliament reproach the perfon of the King, but

laid all their Grievances upon his evilCounfellors ; however,

'tis eafy to obferve, that it was impoffible for the two par-

ties to agree, becaufe they reafoned upon different Princi-

ples ; the King fuppofing the Nation was in fafety, and
that therefore the laws mould have their natural Courle ;

the Parliament apprehending the Conftitution broken, and
that therefore it was their duty to provide for the publick

fafety, even without his Majefty's confent. But we fhall

have more light into this Controverfy hereafter.

To return to the Hiftory : Though the Scots were made The Scots

eafy at home, being in full poflemon of their civil and re-
^J

e

^
their

.

ligious Rights, yet they were not willing to be unconcerned."

fpeclators of the ruin of the Englifh Parliament, partly out

of gratitude for the favours they had received, and partly

from an appreheniion, that the fecurity of their own Set-

tlement, as well as the fpreading their Kirk Difcipline in-

to England depended upon it. While the King was at Wind-
for the Scots Commiffioners at London offered their Medi-
ation between his Majefty and his two Houfes : In their pe-

tition they tell his Majefty, " That the Liberties of Eng-
*' land and Scotland muft ftand and fall together ;" and

after fbme exprefiions of grief for the diffractions of Eng-
land, which they conceive tfl arife from the plots of the

Papifts and Prelates, whofe aim has been, not only to pre-

tent any further Reformation, but to fubvert the purity

E e 4 and
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King and truth of Religion, they offer their fervice to compofe

1642!.
*^e ^'fferences, and befeechhis Majefty " to have recourfe

^_ ^ - j " to the faithful advices of both Houfes of Parliament,
" which will not only quiet the minds of his Englifh Sub-
" jec~b, but remove the jealoufies and fears that may pof-

" fefs the hearts of his Subjects in other Kingdoms." In

their paper of the fame date to both Houfes of Parliament,

Jan. 15. " They return thanks to the Parliament of
" England, for the alliftance given to the Kingdom ' of
" Scotland in fettling their late Troubles ; and next to the
*' providence of God and his Majefty's goodnefs, they ac-
" knowledge their obligations to the Mediation and brother-
'* ly kindnefs of the Englifh Parliament ; and now, by
" way of return, and to difcharge the Truft repofed in

*' them, they offer their Mediation between them and the

" King, befeeching the Houfes to confider of the faireft

" and mod likely methods to compofe the Differences in

" Church and State." Bifhop Burnet fays, their defign

was to get Epifcopacy brought down, and Preibytery

fet up, to the " firrt of which mod of the Members were
" willing to confent, but few were cordial for the latter."

Which the The King was highly difpleafed with the Scots Mediati-
Kmgrefuies on> an(j fent them word, that the cafe of England and Scot-

land was different ; in Scotland (fays his Majefty) Epifcopa-

cy was never fully fettled bv Law, and is found to be con-

trary to the genius of the people ; but in England it is root-

ed in the very Conftitution, and has flourifhed without in-

terruption for eighty years ; he therefore commands them
not to tranfacl: between him and his Parliament, without

firft communicating their proportions to him in private. At
the fame time his Majefty fent Letters into Scotland, and

ordered the Chancellor to uie his utmoft efforts to keep that

But the Kingdom to a Neutrality. On the other hand, the Parlia-

Paiiiamer.t ment threw themfelves into the Arms of the Scots ; they
accepts. thanked the CommilTioners for their kind and feafonable in-

terpofing, and prayed them to continue their endeavours to

remove the prefent diffractions, and to preferve the union

between the two Kingdoms. They writ likewife into Scot-

land to the fame purpofe ; theeffecls of which will appear

at the next meeting of their Parliament.

In the mean time the Lords and Commons, in order to

encourage the expectations of their friends in both King-

doms publilhed the following Declaration of their Intenti-

ons.

Die



Chap. XI. of the Puritans. 441
King

Die Sabbati, April 9. 1642. \!&L
" The Lords and Commons declare, that they intend a ^ -

y
-j

'* due and neceffary reformation of the Government and Declaration

'* Difcipline of the Church, and to take away nothing in
{j: **f

ar
"'

.

s
i the one but what mail be evil and juftly offenfive, or at ceming Re-
' leaft unneceffary and burdenfome ; and for the better ef- formation.

" feeling thereof, fpeedily to have confutation with godly
'

• and learned Divines ; and becaufe this will never of itfelf

*f attain the ends fought therein, they will ufe their utmofr.

" endeavours to eftablifh learned and preaching Minifters,

** with a good and fufficient maintenance, thoughout the
' whole Kingdom, wherein many dark corners are mifer-
" ably deftitute of the means of Salvation, and many poor
" Minifters want neceffary provifion."

This Declaration was ordered to be publifhed by the She-

riffs of thefeveral Counties, for the fatisfaction of the people.

The diftance between London and York encreafed the

mifunderftanding between the King and his Parliament ;

numbers of paffengers travelling between the two places

with fecret intelligence, the Parliament appointed the fol-

lowing Oath to be taken by all that came from the King's

Quarters,

" "I A. B. do fwear from my heart, that I will not directly The Ne8a*

" * nor indirectly, adhere unto, or willingly afTift the King tIV

'* in this War, or in this Caufe againfl the Parliament, nor
** any Forces raifed without confent of the two Houfes of
*' Parliament, in this Caufe or War. And I do likewife

" fwear, that my coming, and fubmitting myfelf under the
*' power and protection of Parliament, is without any man-
(t ner of defign whatfoever to the prejudice of the proceed-
*' ings of this prefent Parliament, and without direction,

'* privity, or advice of the King, or any of his Council or
*' Officers, other than I have made known. So help rne
(( God, and the Contents of this Book."

This was called the Negative Oath, and was voted April

5. 1642.

As foon as the correfpondence was thus interrupted, num- N'umbers of

bers of libellous News-papers, Mercuries, and Weekly In- PamphLtson
telligencers, began to appear, full of fcandal and reproach, both fides,

whereby the conduct of great and wife men was aiperfed,

innumerable falfe reports were fpread through the Nation,
and the fpirits of the people fharpencd for War. On the fide

of
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of theKing was MercuriusAuIicus ; and on the fide of thePar-

liament Mercurius Britannicus : When the King fixed his

Court at Oxford, the learned Garrifon drew their Pens for

the King, as the Politicians of London did for the Parlia-

ment ; and while the Armies were in the field thefe Gentle-

men employed themfelvesin magnifying their wonderful ex*,

ploits to the People ; fo that befides the above-mentioned

weekly Papers there appeared, Mercurius Rufticus-^- Prag-

maticus— Politicus— Publicus—Diurnals— and Intelligen-

cers without number. The Pulpits alfo were employed in

the fame work ; the Preachers dealt too much in politicks,

and made too free with the characters and actions of their

fuperiors : There were Incendiaries on both fides ; the King's

Rufhw. Preachers enhaunced his Majefty's Character, and treated

f. 760. t|ie Parliament as fo many Rebels and Traitors ; and the

Parliament Minifters were no lefs culpable, for though they

avoided fpeaking difrefpecTfully of the perfon of the King,

they declaimed agtunft the Hierarchy, againft evil and po-

pifh Counsellors, and glanced at the Queen herfelf, as pre-

venting the harmony between his Majeily and the Parlia-

ment, and pufhing him upon meafures that were deftrucYive

of the Proteftant Religion and the C°"rt |tu - lon or tne 'r

Country ; which how true foever in itfelf, was not the pro-

per bufinefs of the Pulpit.

The great rcfort of the Nobility and Gentry to the Court

The King's at York, gave his Majefty new life, and encouraged him to

highLan- treat his Parliament with very high language; he fent them
guage to the j

t^ at " He would have nothing extorted from him ;Parliament. '
. o *

Rapin, p. " nor would he grant them any tiling further that the Law
354* " had put into his hands." At the fame time his Majefty at-

tempted to get poflefilon of the Magazine of Hull, purfuant

to the fcheme formed at Windlbr in January laft ; and ac-

cordingly appeared before the town with three hundred

. , . , Horfe, April 23, but was denied entrance with more than

Entrance twelve Attendants ; upon which, after an hours time for de-

into Hull, liberation, his Majefty caufed Sir John Hotham the Gover-

nor to be proclaimed a Traytor by two Heralds at Arms,

and then retired to York full of refentment for the affront

he had received, which he did not fail to communicate to

the Parliament, demanding jufticc againft Sir John Hotham
according to law ; but the Parliament ftood by their Go-
vernor, and ordered the Arms and Ammunition in Hull to

be removed to the Tower of London, except what was

neccflary for the defence of the place.

Upon
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Kin?Upon his Majefty's return to York he commanded the

Committee of Parliament, which were lpies upon his actions, *^_

"

to retire to London, but they excufed themlelves, as being i_rS-^—j
ordered to continue by thole that employed them. His Ma- The King's

jelly alfo fummoned the Nobility and Gentry- of the northern ?T°?ee* in

^i
•U J

, 1 7 1 r» 1 -, 1 1 . in toe North,
Counties to meet him at York [May 12.J when he acquain-

ted them with his reafons for refufing the Militia Bill, and

with the treafonable behaviour of Sir John Hotham in keep-

ing him out of Hull, and depriving him of his Magazine,

being his own proper goods. " Since treafon is eounte-

¥ tenanced fo near me (lays his Majefty) 'tis time to look

¥ to my fafety ; none can blame me to apprehend danger,

M I am therefore refolved to have a guard " The Gen-
try were divided in their fentiments about the King's Con-

duel, and gave anfwers as they were differently affected,

but all were willing to ferve his Majefty according to Law.
After feveral other affemblies of the Nobility, Gentry, Free- Rurtiw «

holders, and Ministers of York called together by his Ma- r^J*'
jefty's command, in all which he declared, that " he was p. 516.

*' refolved to defend the true Protectant Religion eftablifhed

*c in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; to govern by Law for

" the future ; and that he had no intention to make war
K with his Parliament, except it were in way of defence,"

a regiment of Horfe was raited for the fecurity of his Maje-
fty's .Perfon, and the command given to the Prince of Wales.

This was the firft levy of Troops in the Civil War, his Ma-
jeily having as yet only a regiment of the Militia of fix hun-

dred men, befides the Reformadoes that attended the Court.

About the fame time [May 17.] the King ordered the Courts of

Courts of Tuftice to remove from Weftminfter to York, and Juftice
,

t0 be

J
_

' removed.
fent for Searjeant Major Skipton, an old experienced Offi-

cer, to attend him in perfon, which the Parliament pre-

vented ; but were not ib fuccefsful in relation to the Great
Seal, which the Keeper fent privately to the King by the

meflenger that came for it [May 22.] and next day followed

it himlelf. This was a confiderable difappointment to the

Parliament, especially as it was attended with the lofs of

nine other Peers, who deferred their flations in the Houfe
about this time, and went to the King, as did confiderable

numbers of the Houfe of Commons, his Majefty having now
given orders to all his Friends to leave the Houfe and come
to him, which inftead of breaking up the Parliament, as

was intended, ftrengthened the Hands of the Country Party,

and gave them an Opportunity, after fome time, to expel

the Deferters.

Things
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King. Things being come to this crifis, the Parliament voted,
Charles I,

164.2
May 20. " That it was now apparent that the King, fe-

" duced by wicked counfeIr intended to make war upon
Proceedings " the Parliament That whenfoever the King maketh
ofParha- <t fuch war j t [s a breach of truft, contrary to his Coro-

,
' " nation Oath, and tending to the diflblution of the Go-

" vernment. That whofoever fhall ferve or aiM his

" Majefly in fuch war are Traitors, and have been fo ad-
" judged by two Ads of Parliament, 1 1 Rich. II. and
" Henry IV.— May 28, they ordered all Sheriffs and Juf-
'* tices of Peace, &c. to make flay of all Arms and Am-
" munition carrying to York, and to difperfe all Forces
" coming together by the King's Commiffion."
To juflify thefe proceedings both Parties publifhed their

reafons to the world ; a fummary of which being contained

in the Parliament's Memorial of May 19, and the King's

Anfwer, I fhall give the reader an abftracT: of them.
Abftraft of The par ]iament in their Memorial avow, in the prefence

ment's Me- °f tne All-feeing Deity, " That the fincerity of their endea-

morial. il vours have been directed only to the King's honour and
" the publick peace, free from all private aims, perfonal

" refpects and pafllons whatfoever. They complain of his

u Majefty's being drawn into the north, far from his Par-
" liament, which has given occafion to many falfe rumours,
" and fcandalous reports, to the interrupting the good un-
f< derftanding between the King and his Parliament—They
" take notice of thofe evil counsellors which have prevailed

" with his Majefty to make infractions upon his Royal
" Word, as that, " On the Word of a King ; and as I am
ie a Gentleman, I will redrefs the grievances of my Peo-
«« pie 1 am refolved to put myfelf on the love and affec-

" tion of my Englifli Subjeds We do engage folemnly,

** on the word of a King, that the fecurity of all, and every

" one of you, from violence, is and fhall be as much my
" care, as the prefervation of us and our children." Since

" which time the Studies and Chambers of fome of the

" Members had been broken open, and fix of them at-

" tempted to be feized in the Parliament Houfe, the blame of

*' which they are willing to impute to his evil counfellors.

" And though the King difavows fuch counfellors, we hold it

" our duty (fay they) humbly to avow, there are fuch,

" elfe we muft fay, that all the ill things done in his Ma-
u

iefly's name have been done by himfelf, wherein we
« fliould
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fhould neither follow the direction of the law, which Kins

fays, The King can do no wrong ; nor the af-
ia

j 6

"
2/

fection of our own hearts, which is to clear his Majefty as ^^^rmm.

much as may be of all mifgovernment, and to lay the Ruihw.

fault upon his Minifters. If any ill be done in matters P*
69Z '

of State the Council are to anfwer for it, and if in mat-

ters of law the Judges. They acknowledge the many
excellent acts that his Majefty had lately pail for the ad-

vantage of his fubjecls ; but then add, that in none of

them have they bereaved his Majefty of any juft, necef-

fary, or profitable prerogative of the Crown. They de-

clare their difallowance of all feditious libels, but com-
plain of many mutinous petitions that have been prefent-

ed to the King to divide him from his Parliament ; and

whereas the King had infinuated, that the Church was

to be deftroyed to make way for Prefbytery, they aver,

that they defire no more than to encourage piety and

learning, and to place learned and pious preachers in all

Parishes, with a fufficient maintenance Upon the

whole, " they aver the Kingdom to be in imminent
danger from enemies abroad, and a Popifh and difcon-

tented party at home, and that in fuch a cafe the King-
dom muft not be without means to preierve itfelf." They
aver, that the ordinary means of providing for the pub- lb. p. 689.

lick fafety is in the King and Parliament ; but becaufe the

King being only a fingle perfon may be liable to many
accidents, the wifdom of the State in fuch cafes has en-

trufted the two Houfes of Parliament to fupply what
fhall be wanting on the part of the Prince, as in cafes of

Captivity, Nonage, or where the Royal Truft is not dif-

charged ; which the Lords and Commons having declar-

ed to be the prefent cafe, there needs no farther autho-

rity to affirm it ; nor is it in the power of any perfon or

Court to revoke that judgment. They then mention
fome proofs of the Nation's danger, and conclude with

praying for the protection of Almighty God upon the

King, and befeech his Majefty to caft from him his evil

Connfellors ; affuring him and the whole Kingdom, that

they defire nothing more than to preferve the purity and
power of Religion, to honour the King in all his juft:

prerogatives, and to endeavour to the utmoft of their

power, that all Parifnes may have learned ar.d pious

preachers, and thofe preachers competent livings. And
they doubt not to overcome all difficulties, if the people

do not defert them to' their own undoing ; and even in

" this
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t( this cafe, " They declare they will not betray their

" truft, but look beyond their own lives and eftates, as
<c thinking nothing worth enjoying without the liberty,

" peace, and fafety of the Kingdom, nor any thing too
" much to be hazarded for the obtaining of it."

His Majefty in his anfwer is not willing to charge his Par-

liament with mifbehaviour, but only a malignant party in

both Houfes. He denies the feveral plots and Conspiracies

mentioned in the Parliament's declaration, and takes notice

of their mifapplying the word Parliament to the vote of
both Houfes, whereas the King is an efTential part of the

Parliament. His Majefty confelfes, that his going to the

Houfe of Commons to feize the five Members was an error

in form, but maintains, the matter of the accufation to be

juft, and therefore thinks he ought not to be reproached with

it. He neither affirms nor denies the defign of bringing

the army to London, but quibbles with the words Defign

and Refolution, (as Rapin obferves) King Charles I. being

very fkilful in fuch fort of ambiguities. His Majefty made
no reply to the Parliament's reafoning upon the head, of the
" King's neglecting to difcharge his Truft," but feems to

infinuate, that the Parliament mould in no cafe meddle

with the Government without an exprefs law. He denies

his knowledge of any evil Counfellors about him ; and de-

clares, that he did not willingly leave his Parliament, but

was driven away by the tumults at Whitehall; and adds,
M That by the help of God and the Laws of the Land, he
li would have juftice for thofe tumults ;" nor does his

Majefty own the promoting or retaining in his fervice any

that are difaffected to the Laws of the Kingdom ; but he

will not take a Vote of Parliament for his guide, till 'tis

evident they are without pallion or affection. The King

charges them home with the greateft violation of the laws

and liberties of the Subject. " What is become of the

" law that Man was born to ? (fays he) and where is Magna
u Charta, if the Vote of Parliament may make a Lav. :

"'

his Majefty concludes with a fevere remark on the Parlia-

ment's calling the petitions prefented to him muti.

" Hath a multitude of mean inconiidcrable people ai

" the City of London had libcrtv to petition againli

" Government of the Church, againft the Book of Com-
" mon Prayer, cVc. and been thanked for it ? and lhall it

" be called Mutiny in the graved and beft Citi/.ens in Lon-
" don, and Gentry of Kent, to lrame petitions to be go- -

" verned
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*' verned by the known laws of the Land, and not by votes King

" of Parliament ? is not this evidently the work of a fac-
C
^jjj?

i

" tion ? let Heaven and Earth, God and Man, judge be-
1_^ - tf

" tween us and thefe Men !"

The Reader will judge of thefe declarations according to

a former remark. The Parliament fuppofes the "- Nation

" in imminent danger, and the Royal Power not exerted

" in its defence ;
M

in which cafe, they, as the guardians of

the people, apprehend themfelves empowered to a£t in its

defence. The King fuppoles " the Nation to be in its na-

" tural ftate, and in no manner of danger, but from a

" malignant Party within the two Houfes,," andJhat there-

fore the laws mould have their free and ordinary courfe.

Upon thefe fuppofitions the arguments on both fides are in-

vincible ; but (as has been already obferved) it was impoflible

they fhould produce any good effect, till it was firft agreed,

whether the Nation was in danger, or whether the Royal

Promife might be relied upon with fafety.

On the fecond of June the Parliament prefented the The Sum of

Kins with the fum of all their defires for the " Reformati- the
^
ar

i!
a"

rocnt s JJc*" on and Security of Church and State," in nineteen pro- fires in 19

pofitions, according to his Majefty's commands in January Propofitions;

laft. The Reader will obferve, that thofe which relate to

the State are built upon the fuppofition abovementioned,

that " the Nation was in imminent danger ; and that after

•' fo many infractions of the Royal Word it was not to be
" relied upon for the execution of the laws but in conjunc-
" tion with the Parliament." They therefore pray, " That
*' his Majefty's Privy Counfellors, commanders of Forts
'* and Garrifons, and all the great Officers of State,

" may be approved by the two Houfes ; that the Judges
'* may hold their places " quam diu fe bene gefferint ;" that

" the Militia may be in the hands of the Parliament for the
'* prefent ; that all publick bufinefs may be determined by
" a majority of the Council, and that they may take an
" oath to maintain the " Petition of Right, and fuch other
" laws as iliallbe enacled this prefent SefTion." They pray,
** that the Jnftice of Parliament may pafs upon Delin-
** quents ; that the Lord Kimbolton and the five Members

' " may be effeQually cleared by A6f. of Parliament, and
fC that his Matefty would enter into alliances with foreign
" Princes for the fupport of the proteftant Religion, &c."
'Tis hard to exprefs his Majefty's refentment againft all thele

propofitions (except the two laft) which he fays were fit on-

ly to be offered to avanquifhed prifoner j that he were un-

worthy
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wortny °f ^ ls noble defcent if he fhould part with fuch

164*.* flowers of the Crown as are worth all the reft of the Gar-

K^y-y^ land. " If thefe things are granted (fays he) we may have
" the title of a King, and be waited upon bareheaded ; we
" may have our hand kiffed, and have fwords and maces
" carried before us, but as to real power we fhould remain
" but the outfide, the picture, the fign of a King." His
Majefty therefore rejected them in the grofs with this fove-

reign reply, " Nolumus leges Angliae mulari."

The propofitions relating to Religion were thefe :

nSf'ur Pro
P"
IV

" " That he or they to whom the Government
Re igion.

" and Education of the King's Children fliall be commit-
Rufhw. <« ted, be approved of, by both Houfes of Parliament,

d 7o?
d

' " an(^ 'n ^e 'nterva ' s °f Parliament by the majority of the
" Privy Council ; and that fuch fervants againft whom the
** Houfes have any juft exception be removed.

Prop. V. " That the marriages of the King's Children
" be with confent of Parliament, under penalty of a Prse-

" munire on fuch as fhall conclude them otherwife, not to
u be pardoned but by Parliament.

Prop. VI. " That the laws in force againft Jefuitsr
" Priefts, and Popifh Recufants, be ftri&ly put in execu-
" tion, without any toleration or difpenfation to the con-
" trary; and that fome more effectual courfe may be en-
*' acted by authority of Parliament, to difable them from

f' making any difturbance in the State, or eluding the laws
" by trufts or otherwife.

Prop. VII. " That the Votes of Popifh Lords in the
" Houfe of Peers may be taken away, fo long as they
" continue Papifts ; and that your Majefty will confent to

" fuch a Bill as fliall be drawn, for the education of the
*' Children of Papifts by Protectants, in the Proteftant Re-
" ligion.

Prop. VIII. " That your Majefty will be pleafed to con-
" fent, that fuch a reformation be made of the Church
" Government and Liturgy, as both Houfes of Parliament
" fliall advife, wherein they intend to have confutation with

" Divines, as is expreffed in their declaration for that pur-
; * pofe ; and that your Majefty will contribute your beft af-

" ilftance for the raifing of a fufficient maintenance for

' preaching Miniftcrs through the Kingdom ; and that

' your Majefty will be pleafed to give your confent to tha

' laws, for the taking away of innovations and fuperftition,

1 and of Pluralities, and againft fcandalous Miniftcrs."

To
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To thefe propofitions his Majefly replied as follows :
"elat"

To the fourth and fifth, concerning the Education and King's An-

Difpofal of his Children, *' That he had committed them fwer *

*' to the care of perfons of Quality, integrity and piety,

" with fpecial regard to their education in the principles of
" the true protectant Religion, but that he would never
'* part with that truft, which God, Nature, and the Laws
" of the Land had placed in him ; nor would he fuffer
(t any to fhare with him in his power of treaties ; but he
" affured them, that he would not entertain any treaty of
" marriage for his Children without due regard to the pro-
" teflant Religion, and the honour of his Family ; and
" that he would take fuch care of the Prince of Wales,
" and his other Children, as fhould juflify him to God as

" a Father, and to his Dominions as a King.

To the fixth propofition, concerning popifh Recufants,

his Majefly admitted, *' That if they could find any more
'* effectual courfe to difable them from diflurbing the State,

" or eluding the Laws, by trufts or otherwife, he ought to
*' give his confent to it.

To the feventh, concerning the Votes of popifh Lords,
his Majefly replied, " That he was informed, thofe Lords
" had prudently withdrawn from the Houfe of Peers, but
u he did not conceive that a law againfl the Votes of any,
" where blood gave them their right, was fo proper, in
ft regard of the privilege of Parliament ; however, his
* s Majefly was content, that as long as they did not con-
" form to the Doctrine and Difcipline of the Church of
" England, they fhould not fit in the Houfe of Peers, but
*' only vote by proxy. As for a Bill for the educating.the
•* Children of Papifls in the Proteftant Religion, he mould
" be very glad of it, and would encourage them in it.

To the eighth propofition, touching Reformation of

Church Government and Liturgy, his Majefly refers

them to his Declaration of December i. in which he had
declared, " That he was willing to remove illegal innova-
'* tions ; that if his Parliament advifed him to call a Synod
* i to examine into fuch ceremonies 33 gave offence, he
*' would take it into confideration, and apply hirnfelf to

'j give due fatisfaction therein ; but he was perfuaded in

" his confcience, that no Church could be found upon earth
" that profefled the true Religion with more purity of
" Do&rine than the Church of England ; nor where .the

Vol. II. F f Govern-
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Kin£ " Government and Difcipline are more beautified, and free

"Hz.'
" fr°m fuperftition, than as they are here eftablifhed by

\ t̂m
)fmmmj

" law ; which his Majefty is determined with conftancy to

" maintain, as long as he lives, in their Purity and Glory,
" not only againft all innovations of Popery, but from the

" irreverence of thofe many Schifmaticks and Separatifts,

*f wherewith of late this Kingdom, and the City of Lon-
" don abounds, for the fupprefllon of whom his Majefty
" requires the afliftance of his Parliament* As for fuch
" matters in Religion which were in their own nature in-

" different, his Majefty refers them to his firft Declaration,
" printed by advice of his Privy Council, in which he had
" declared, that he was willing, in tendernefs to any
" number of his loving Subjects, to admit that fome law
" might be made for the exemption of tender confciences
" from punifhment or profecution for fuch Ceremonies ;

" provided it be attempted and purfued with that modefty,
" temper and fubmiflion, that the peace and quiet of the
" Kingdom be not difturbed, the decency and comelinefs of
u God's fervice difcountenanced, nor the pious, fober,

" devout actions, of the firft Reformers fcandalized and de-

" famed. His Majefty adds, that he had formerly referr'd

" the compofing the prefent diftractions about Church Go-
f* \rernment and Liturgy to the wifdom of the Parliament,
*' but defired, he might not be preftto any fingle A£ton
" his part, till the whole be fo digefted and fettled by both
" Houfes, that his Majefty may clearly fee what is fit to be
" left, as well as what is fit to be taken away. His Ma-
" jefty obferves with Satisfaction, that they defire only
<f a Reformation, and not as is daily preached in Conven-
" tides, a deftrn&ion of the prefent Difcipline, and Litur-

" gy, and promifes to concur with his Parliament in

f? railing a fuffkient maintenance for preaching Minifters,

" in fuch manner as fhall be moft for the advancement of
" Piety and Learning; but as for the other Bills, againft

" fuperftitious innovations, and pluralities, his Majefty can
st lay nothing to them, till he fees mem."

King's Pre- It was now apparent to all Men, that this Controverfy,

^v a

'

r

"° ns f°r which had hitherto been debated by the Pen, mull be de-

cided by the fvvord ; for this purpofe the Queen was all this

while in Holland negotiating foreign fur-plies : Her Majefty

pledged the Crown Jewels, and with the Money ariiing

from thence purchalcd a fznall Frigate of thirty two Guns,

called
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called the Providence, and freighted it with two hundred King

barrels of powder, two or three thoufand Arms, feven or *£
"

eight field Pieces, and fome ready Money for the King's ^^...j
fervice, all which were fafely convoyed to his Majefty at

York, about the beginning of June. The Parliament had

been advertifed of the Queen's proceedings, and acquaint-

ed the King with their advices ; which at firft he was pleaf-

ed to difown, for in his Declaration of March 9. he tells the

Parliament, W Whatfoever you are advertifed from Paris,

" &c. of foreign Aids, we are confident no fober, honefl:

*' Man in our Kingdom can believe, that we are fo defpe-
" rate, or fo fenfeiefs, as to entertain fuch defigns, as

" would not only bury this our Kingdom in certain deftruc-

" tion and ruin, but our name and pofterity in perpetual
" fcorn and infamy." One would think by this that the

King did not know what was doing with the Crown Jewels,

though they were carried over with his leave, and (as Mr.
Whitlock fays) that with them and the afTiftance of the

Prince of Orange, a fufficient party might be raifed for the

King. But in this anfwer, as in moil others, his Majefty

had his Ambiguities and Refervations.

But it was the King's great misfortune never to get pof-

feffion of a convenient place of Strength upon the Coaft ;

indeed the Governor of Portfmouth declared for him, but

the Parliament immediately ordered the Militia of the

Country to block up the place by Land, while the Earl of

Warwick did the fame by Sea, fo that it was forced to fur-

render for want of provifion, before the King could relieve

it. The like difaopointment his Majefty met with before Rufliw.

Hull, which he befieged a fecond time, July 4. with three p'

thoufand Foot and about one thoufand Horfe, while Sir J.

Pennington, the King's Admiral, block'd it up by Sea ;

but the Governor drawing up the Sluces laid the Country
under Water, which obliged the Army to retire. This
was afevere difappointment, becaufe his Majefty had fent

word to the Parliament, June 14. " that by the help of lb. p. 750
" God and the Law he would have juftice upon thofe
*' that kept him out of Hull, or lofe his Life in requiring

" it."

On the other hand, the Commons, upon the defertionof Preparation*

the King's Friends, ordered all their Members to anfwer to °/ thePir.-

their names in the Houfe, June 16. on forfeiture of cbc ^™_
hundred pounds. The Lords ordered the nine Peers that

went after the Great Seal, to appear at their Bar June 8.

F f 21 and
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ant^ 0̂r l^eir not aPPear 'ng meY afterwards [June 27.] de-

,542 #

' prived them of their privilege of voting in the Houfe during

V^Y"^ t^e Pre ênt Parliament. As the Commons had taken all

imaginable precautions to hinder the King from getting the

Forts and Magazines of the Kingdom into his poffeifion,

they ordered all fufpe£r.ed places to be fearched for Arms and

Ammunition ; in the Archbifhop's Palace at Lambeth they

feized Arms for about five hundred Men, and lodged them
in the Tower of London ; in Cobham Hall they feized five

cart loads of Arms ; and below Graveiend about one hun-

dred pieces of Cannon. As foon as they heard the King had

received fupplies from beyond Sea, and was preparing to

befiege Hull, they ordeied their Ordinance for raifing the

Militia to be put in execution in Effex, [June 7.] when all

the Regiments appeared full, beudes a great number of

Voluntiers who declared they would {land by the Parlia-

ment in this Caufe with their Lives and Fortunes. The
King forbid the Militia's appearing in Arms without his con-

fent, according to the Statute 7 Lliz. cap. I. and iffutd out

Commiffions of Array, according to an old Statute of

5 Henry IV. appointing feveral perfons of Quality to ar-

ray, mufter, and train the people in the feveral Counties ;

but the Parliament, by a Declaration, endeavoured to

prove thefe CommiiTions to be illegal, contrary to the Pe-

tition of Right, and to a Statute of this prefent Parliament

;

and went on with muttering the Militia in feveral other

Counties, where the Spirit of the People appeared to be

with them ; but the execution of thefe Counter-Commiffi-

ons occafioned fome Skirmifh.es where the two parties hap-

pened to meet.

Theybor- On the ioth of June the Parliament publifhed propofals

row Money for borrowing Money upon the publick Faith at Eight
and Plate of

Cent> intereft and thc ful [ va l ue Gf t jie pi ate befldeS
tlie Citucns. r '

. . - n • TT
one lhimng per ounce conhderation . tor the hifmon. Upon
information of this, the King immediately writ to the Lord
Mayor of London, to forbid the Citizens lending their

Money or Plate, upon pain of High Treaion ; but not-

withllanding this, fuch vail quantities were brought into

Guildhall within ten days that there were hardly Officers

enough to receive it. Mr. Eachard computes the plate

at eleven Millions, which is monftrous, for in reality

it was but one Million, two hundred and fixty feven

thoufand, three hundred and twenty fix pounds : The Gen-
try of London and Middlefex brought in the belt of

Plate,
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Plate, and the meaner fort their Gold Rings, Thimbles and

Bodkins. Lord Clarendon fays, this zeal of the People

aroie from the influence and induflxy of their Preachers ;

Avhich might be true in part, but it was rather owing to a

quick and feeling apprehenfion of the danger of their Li-

berties and Religion by an inundation of Popery and arbi-

trary Power.

The King alfo tried his credit with the people, by publifh- Kl"g's Pio-

ing a Declaration, inviting his Subjects to bring in their b°r r
s

w
°r

Money, Plate, Horfes and Arms to York, upon the fecu- Money, &c.

rity of his Forefts and Parks for the Principal, and eight per

Cent, intereft, but with very little fuccefs, except among
the Courtiers and the two Univerfities.

July 7. His Majefly fent letters to the Vice-Chancellor Loyalty f

and Heads of Colleges in Oxford, defiring them to lend him
f)t

le

f

n

Q
Ver*

their publick Stock, engaging upon the word of a King to for(j <

allow them Eight per Cent, for that, and for all other fums

of money that any private Gentleman or Scholar mould
advance. Upon which it was unanimoufly agreed in Con-
vocation, to intrufl his Majefty with their publick Stock,

amounting to eight hundred and fixty Pounds, which was
immediately delivered to Mr. Chaworth his Majefty's mef-
fenger. The feveral Colleges alfo fent his Majefty their

C)
.

Plate ; and private Gentlemen contributed confiderable vol. 11/

fums of money, to the value of above ten thoufand Pounds, p. 88.

The two Houfes at Weftminfter being informed of thefe

proceedings publifhed an Ordinance, declaring this a<5tof the

University " a Breach of Trufl, and an alienation of the
a publick money, contrary to the intent of the pious Do-
" nors, and therefore not to be juflified by the Laws of
" God nor Man ;

" that it was alfo contrary to their En-
gagements ; for the Univerfity being yet in the hands of the

Parliament, the Lord Say and his deputy Lieutenants had

been with the feveral Matters and Heads of Colleges, and

obtained a folermi promife from each of them, that their

Plate mould be forth-coming, and mould not be made ufe

of by the King againft the Parliament ; and yet contrary to

their engagement they fent it away privately to York, where Rufl»w.

it arrived July 18. as appeared by his Majefly's mod gra- p' 759i

cious Letter of Thanks. As foon as the two Houfes were
informed of this they fent for the four principal managers of

this affair into cuflody, viz. Dr. Prideaux Bifhop of Wor-
cester, Dr. Samuel Fell Dean of Chrift Church, Dr. Frewen
and Dr. Potter, but they abfconded, and the Scholars, en-

couraged by their Principals, bought arms, formed them-

F f ^ felves
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felves into Companies, and laying afide their academical

Studies, were inftructed in the Art of War, and performed
the military Exercifes under their refpecYrve Captains and

Leaders. Such was the zeal of the Vice-Chancellor Dr.

Pink, that not content with marfhalling the Univerfity, he
promoted the King's Commifllon of Array among the townf-

men, and received one of his Majefty's Troops of Horfe

into Garrifon, for which he was afterwards apprehended

and committed to the Gate-houfc at Weftminfter. The
Parliament provoked with this behaviour of the Univerfity,

threatened to quarter fome of their own Regiments upon
them, which frightened away half the Scholars, and put the

reft into fuch a terrible pannick, that the Vice-Chancellor

thought proper to Avrite the following fubmilfive letter to

the Eai 1 of Pembroke their Chancellor.

Right Hounourable !

Vice Chan-"
"\/f

AY it pleafe your Lordfhip to know, that this

ter on behalf" *-*-•. Univerfity is now in extreme danger of fuffering all

ofthcUni- " the calamities that warlike Forces may bring upon it.

verHiv. " Such Forces we hear for certain are fome of them alrea-

Part ad. *' ^y on tne ' r march, and others are railing to affault us ;

p. ii. ** and, if they may have their wills, to deftroy us ! My
" Lord, you have been follicitous whom to appoint your
" Chancellor for next year, but if thefe Forces come for-
ce ward, and do that execution upon us that we fear they
tl intend, there will be no ufe at all for a Vice-Chancellor,
" for what will be here for him to do, where there will be
*' no Scholars for him to govern ? Or, what fhould Scho^
* lars do here, having no Libraries left them to ftucly in,

" no Schools to difpute in, Chapels to ferve God in, Col-

" leges or Halls to live or lodge in, but have all thefe ran-

" facked, defaced, demolifhed, fo as Poftcrity may have to

c< fay, fee ! here was for a long time, and till fuch a year,

•* an Univerfity of great renown and eminence in all man-
'* ner of Learning and Virtue, but now laid utterly walk,
** and buried in her own ruins. And then the queflion will

" be, what ! had we no Lord Chancellor ? Or, was not

" he able to protect us ?— We are all confident, that it

" your Lordfhip would interpofe (or us to the honourable
* c Houfes of Parliament for our fafety and fecuritv aH would
'* be well with us. The Delinquents that were lent lor

" are not one of them here at this time. Sir John Byron,
" Avith his Regiment of Troopers, we ftiall loon piwail
* ( with to withdraw from us, if he may with l.iletv march

« back
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" back to the King, who of his own gracious care of us ,

King
T" fent him hither. And if your Lordfhip mail be fecured, ^

"

** that no other Forces fhall be here impofed upon us, that

" will take the liberty to exercife that barbarous infolence

'* with which the illiterately rude and ruffianly rabble of the
" vulgar threaten us ; againfl fuch only our young men
ct have lately taken in hand the arms we have (a very few
" God knows, and in weak hands enough) to fave them-
" felves and us from having our Libraries fired, our Col-
*' leges pillaged, and our throats cut by them, if they
<c mould fuddenly break in upon us. And this, my Lord,
w

is all the finful intent we have had in permitting them
" to train in a voluntary and peaceable manner fo as they
<c have done. Good, my Lord, that which I moil ear-
" neflly beg of your Honour is, that at the humble requefl
'* of the Univerfity you would put in action with all fpeed,

" what may be mofl prevalent with the Parliament for the
'* peace and fecurity of this place, and for the flaying of
" our Students, a great part of whom .^uch flout and hardy
11 men they are) upon alarms and frights, fuch as have
" been hourly here of late, are fled away from us home
" to their Mothers. The Difciples, when in danger of
" drowning, clamoured our Saviour, " Mafler, carefl thou
" not that we perifh !

" But I am bold to aflume for your
il Honour, and to allure all of this Univerfity under your
** happy Government, that you will not fuffer us to perifh;
u and that you will at this time give us a clear and real

** evidence of it, having this reprefentation of the peril we
w are now in, made to your Honour by me,

Your Lordfhip's humble Servant,

Sept. 1 2th.

1 642. Provofl, Vice-Chancellor of Oxford.

This letter being writ two months after the Univerfity

had fent away their Plate and Money to the King ; after

they had refufed to fend up fuch principal Managers of
that affair as the Parliament had demanded ; after they

had took up arms, and received a Regiment of his Ma-
jefly's Forces into Garrifon, the Earl of Pembroke only

returned the following angry Anfwer.

F f 4 Sir,
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King
Charles I. rj«

1641.
ilF

>

IF you had defired my advice and affiftance in time I

mould willingly have contributed my beft endeavours

for your fafety and protection, but your own unadviied

counfels and actions have reduced you to the ftraits you

are now in ; and in difcretion you might have forefeen,

" that the admitting Cavaliers, and taking up Arms,
" could not but make the Univerfity a notorious mark
" or oppofition againft the Parliament, and therefore to

" be oppofed by it. If you had contained yourfelves within

" the decent, modeft bounds of an Univerfity, you might
" juftly have challenged me, if I had not performed the

" duty of a Chancellor. The beft counfel I now can give
<c you is, that you prefently difmifs the Cavaliers, and
" yield up to the Parliament fuch Delinquents as are

** among you ; then the caufe being taken away the effect

" will follow. When you have put yourfelves into the
•* right pofture of an Univerfity I will be a faithful fervant
*' to you, and ready to do you all the good offices I can
" with the Parliament, as I am now forry you have
" brought upon youfelves thefe troubles."

Sept. 13. I reft your very true Friend,

1642. Pembroke and Montgomery.

Loyalty of Cambridge Univerfity followed the example of Oxford,

fir of" Cam-
*"or uPon reading his Majefty's Letter of June 29, to the

bridge. Vice-Chancellor Dr. Holdfworth, they readily agreed alfo

They deliver to intruft the King with their pubhck Money : What the

Plate

6 '' u'ho!e fum was does not appear ; but may be gueffed by
the particulars of one College, a Receipt for which is pre-

ferved among the Archives, and is as follows :

July 2d. 1642.
Dr. Bar- " t> F.ceived the day and year above-written of William

t!tu
Life

' " IV Beale, Dodor in Divinity, Mafter of St. John's
" College in the Univerfity of Cambridge, for the King's
'* ufe (according to the intendment and direction of his

" Majefty's Letters of the 29th of June laft, to the Vicc-
" Chancellor of the faid Univerfity) the fum of one hun-
" dred and fifty Pounds. I fay received from the Trea-
" fury of the faid College by me

John Poley.
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This Mr. Poley was Fellow of Pembroke Hall, and one King

of the Proaors of the Univerfity. When the King had
C^fc t

got their money he fent to borrow their plate, under pre- .__ — ,
- _j

tence of fecuring it from the Parliament ; for this purpofe

he writ another Letter to the Vice-Chancellor, with direc-

tions to take an exact account, not only of the weight,

but alfo of the form of every piece, together with the

Names, Arms, and Motto's, of the refpective donors, that

if his Majefty mould not preferve it entire as it was, he

might reftore it hereafter in the fame weight and form,

and with the fame marks, all which he enfured upon his

Royal Word. There is no account remaining of what

Plate the Colleges delivered up for his Majefty's ufe,

though many wifhed (fays Mr. Fuller) that every ounce

had been a pound for his fake ; but in the Treafury of St.

John's College there are the particulars of what Plate that

College delivered in, together with the weight, forms,

and names of the chief Benefactors, which amounts in

the whole, according to Grocer's Weight, to two thou-

fand fixty five ounces and a half, according to the fol-

lowing Receipt.

Aug. 8th 1642.
" T Do acknowledge that there has been delivered to me, Life of Dr;

w L in the name, and on the behalf of the Matter, Fel- Ba™ ick
>

" lows, and Scholars of St. John's College in Cambridge, p *

«' two Firr Boxes, marked with thefe three letters, S. J. C.
*' containing in them all the feveral pieces of plate above-
" written, which faid plate weigheth, as appears by the

" particulars, two thoufand fixty. five ounces and a half,

" more or lefs, which they depofited into the King's
" hands for the fecurity thereof, and his Majefty's Ser-

" vice, according to the tenor of his Majefty's Letters,
** written and directed to the Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
" verfity."

John Poley.

According to this calculation the King might receive valueofthe
from all the Colleges together about eight or ten thou- whole.

fand pounds in plate, befides money. Colonel Oliver
Cromwell with his Company of Soldiers, endeavoured to

intercept the Convoy, but under the conduct of Mr. Bar-
naby Oley their guide, who was acquainted with all the
By-roads, they efcaped the enemy, and delivered up their

charge to the King about the time when he was fetting

up
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Kins his Royal Standard at Nottingham. Cromwel having mif-

164" ted the Convoy returned to Cambridge, and took pofleflion

U-vAj of the Town and Univerfity for the Parliament, who be-

Pariiaoient ing acquainted with what was done, fent then an angry
refentsit. meffage, as they had done at Oxford, full of refentments,

tor their difpofing of the publick money, contrary to the

trufc repofed in them. The Maflers and Fellows excufed

themfelves, by alledging the Royal Mandate ; upon which
the two Hotifes fent a Mandate of their own to the Vice-

Chancellor and Heads of Colleges in Convocation aflem-

bied, defiring them to contribute their affiftance to the

Caufe in which they [the Parliament] were engaged ; but

tho' (as Dr. Barwick obferves) the Commander of the Gar-
rifon kept them fitting till Midnight they would lend no-

thing, becaufe they apprehended it to be contrary to Re-
ligion and a good Conscience ; the Houfes therefore or-

dered Dr. Beal, Dr. Martin, and Dr. Sterne, Marters of

St. John's, Jelus, and Queen's College, into cuftody

;

upon which many of the Scholars defer.ed their ftations,

and lifted into the King's Service.

King applies Befides the two Univerfities the King applied under-hand
toihePapiftt. ro the Papifls, who were firm to his Intereft, though he

Hiftwv
durft not as yet avow his correfpondence with them ; for

p. 131.' in his Declaration of June 3, he affures the Minifters and
Rufhw. Freeholders of Yorkshire, that he would not make ufe of
p*

Foreigners, nor of perfons difaffected to the Proteftant

Religion Again, we have taken order that the power of

the Sword (hall not come into the hands of Papifls

Augufr. 10, his Majefty commands that no Papifr. ihould

be lilted as a Soldier in his Army ; all which was to avoid

as much as poffible, the reproach of an Alliance with thofe

People, who were at this time become infamous by the

Irilh Maffacre. Though his Majefty had but few Roman
Catholicks among his own forces, the Duke of Newcaftle's

Army was filled with them, and Popery was countenanced

to that degree at York, that Mafs was faid in every ftreet,

and the Proteftants fo affronted, that they were almoft

afraid to go to Church. The King writ to his Roman
Catholick Subjects to advance two or three years of the

rent that they had paid as compofition for their eftates as

Rccufants ; which they not only complied with, but writ

to their friends abroad to borrow more ; Proclamation was

made at Bruce s, and other parts of Flanders, that all peo-

ple that would lend any money to maintain the Roman Ci-

tholtcks
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tholicks in England, Should have it repaid in a year's time

with many thanks.

The Lancashire Papifts having been lately difarmed by

Order of Parliament, petitioned his Majefty, That fmce
the War was begun, their Arms might be re-delivered, that

they might be in a capacity to defend his Majefty's Royal
Perfon, and their own Families. To which his Majefty

confented in the following Words.

" The Laws for difarming Recufants being to pre- Ruftw.

" vent dangers in a time of peace, but intended not to
p

'

n "

" bar you from the ufe of Arms in time of war for your
p , 5C .

" own Safety, or the defence of your perfon. Our
tc Will and Command therefore is, and we charge and
" require you, upon your allegiance, that with all poffible

" fpeed you provide Sufficient Arms for yourfelves, your
*' Servants, and your tenants, which we authorize and re-

" quire you to keep and ufe for the defence of us, your
" felves, and your Country, againft all the forces railed

" againft us, under colour of any order or ordinance of
*' Parliament, and we Shall ufe our utmoft power to protect

" you and yours againft all injuries and violence."

Given under our Signet at Chefter, Sept. 27 th, in the

eighteenth year of our Reign.

Agreeably to this, Mr. George Tempeft a Prieft, writes

to his brother in the King's Army, " Our Priefts at Lan-
" cafter are at liberty ; Catholick Commanders are ad-
" mitted, and all well enough that way ; God Almighty
" (as I hope) will better profper the Caufe." And another

adds, That M there is no perSecution of Prieft or Papiit in

" Northumberland."
When the Parliament objected this to his Majefty, and

named the very Officers, he was highly difpleafed, and in

his anfwer makes uSe of thefe Solemn expreffions. " For
" that continued difhoneft Accufation, of our inclination to R .

" Papifts, which the authors of it in their own Confciencesvoi.il!
" know to be moft unjuft and groundlefs, we can Say no Part 3d.

" more, and we can do no more to the Satisfaction of the p "

" World That any Priefts or Jefuits impriSoned have
'.' been releafed by us out of the Gaol of Lancafter, or
" any other Gaol, is as falfe as the father of lies can in-

" vent. Neither are the peribns named in that Declara-
" tion, to whom Commiffions are fuppofed to be granted
** for places of Command in this War, fo much as known

" to
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'• to us ; nor have they any command, or to our Know-
; ledge are prefent in our Army. And 'tis ftrange, that

our oaths and proteftations before Almighty God, for
; the maintenance of the Proteftant Religion, mould be
" fo flighted—-We defire to have our proteftations be-

f* lieved by the Evidence of our actions." Surely this

folemn Appeal to Almighty God was ambiguous and eva-

five ! Or elfe we muft conclude, that his Majefly was very

little acquainted with what was done in his name, and by

his Commifiion.

It was but five days after this, that the Made was thrown
off, for his Majefty confeffes in his declaration of Oft. 27,
That the malice and fury of his enemies had reduced him
to the neceffity of accepting the fervice and affection of

any of his good Subjects, whatfoever their Religon was ;

that he did know of fome iew Papifts, whofe eminent
Abilities in command and conduct had moved him to em-
ploy them in his Service ; but he affures his good Sub-
jects, that he would always ufe his endeavours to fupprefs

their Religion, by executing the Laws already in force

againft Papifts and in concurring in any other remedies

which his two Houfes fhould think proper. But was this

probable ? Could any one believe, that the King would fup-

prefs that Religion whofe Votaries he was inviting into his

fervice ? Or, that the arming of Papifts and employing

them againft Protectants, was the way to defend the Pro-

teftant Reiigion ? Whoever therefore advifed this part

of the King's declaration had very little regard to his Ma-
jefty's honour. The difguife is fo thin, that the meaneft

underftanding muft fee through it.

The Parlia- As the King was reduced to the neceffity of accepting
roent conte-

[]ie fervice and affection of the Papifts ; fo on the other

duTscots.
hand, the Parliament took all imaginable care to cultivate

a good correfpondence with the Scots, and to fecure that

Nation in their interefts. We have remembered that the

Scots Commiilioncrs at London offered their Mediation in

the beginning of the year, which the Parliament accepted ;

but the King, from his extreme hatred of the Prelbyterian

Difcipline refufed, commanding them to be content with their

own Settlement, and not meddle in the affairs of another

Nation. But the breach between the King and his two Houfes

growing wider, the Council of Scotland fent their Chancel-

lor in the Month of May to renew their offers of a Media-

tion between the two Parties, which the King rejected as

before ; and the rather, becaufe they ftill infilled upon the

Abolilhinjr
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Abolifhing of Epifcopacv, which his Majelty believed to be K^s

of Divine Inilitution ; and upon an " Uniformity of Prei-

" bvterian Government" in the two Nations : Whereas the

Majority of both Houfes being of Eraftian Principles, were

under no Difficulties about a Change of Difcipline, appre-

hending that the Civil Magistrate might fet up what Form
of Government was mod conducive to the good of the

State. The Parliament therefore treated the Chancellor Ham Me_

with great Refpect, and net only accepted the Mediation, moirs,B.irL

but writ to the General Affemblv which was to meet in ? "•*

July, acquainting them with the Crifis of their Affairs, and

defiring their Advice and Affiftance in bringing about fuch

a Reformation as was defired. To which the Affembly

returned an Anfwer to the following Purpofe, dated Auguft

3, 1642.
" \ Fter giving God Thanks for the Parliament's De- Letterofihe

" /\ fire of a Reformation of Religion, and exprelTinc;
GĴ ™bY7

.< 1 • ^-ri- r n \
^ ti lt ^ t° toe Par-

" their Gner that it moves io llowly 1 hey obierve,
iiarr.ent.

a that their CommilTioners, far from Arrogance and Pre- Roftw,

M fumption,had with great Refnecl and Reverenc£, expref- p°" ir '

" fed their Defires for " Unity of Religion, that there
p . -^j,'

** might be one Confeflion of Faith, one Directory of

" Worfhip, one publick Catechifm, and one Form of
u Church Government." The AiTemblv (lay they, now
" enter upon the Labours of the CommilTioners, being en-
" couraged bv the zeal or former times, when their Pre-
fi deceffors fent a Letter into England againft the Surplice,

" Tippet, and Corner Cap, in the year 1566, and again,

" in the vears 1583, and 1589. They are now further
• € encouraged by the King's late Anfwer to their Commif-
** lioners in their Treaty for Ireland, wherein his Majefty
11 approves of the Affecfion of his Subiects of Scotland,

" in their Defires of Conformity of Church Government;
" by his Majefty's late Prac~tice while he was in Scotland,
" in reforting to their Vdorfhip, and eftablifh'mg it by Adt
M of Parliament. They are alio encouraged bv a Letter
" fent from many Reverend Brethren of the Chttrch of
M England, exprefling their Prayers and Endeavours a-

" gainft every thing that fhail be preiudicial to the Efta-
u blifhment of the Kingdom of Chrift. Thev therefore
" advife to begin with an Uniformity of Church Govern-
u ment ; for what hope can there be (fey thev) of M one-
" ConfeiTion of Faith, one Form of W crfhip and Cate-
" chifm, till Prelacy be plucked up Root and Branch, as

" a Plant which God hath not planted :"' Indeed the Re-
" formed
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King " formed Kirks hold their Form of Government by Pref-

1642*?
' " byteries to be Jure Divino, and perpetual, but Prelacy

« —„-»__,• " is almrifl uniVerfally held by the Prelates themfelves to
" be a human Ordinance, and may therefore be altered
te op aholifhed in cafes of necefllty, without wronging any
" Marc's Confidence ; for the accomplifhing of which they
" proniife their bell: Affiflance."

Parliament's 1° the Parliament's Anfwer to this Letter " They ac-
Reply. " knowledge the Friendfhip of their Brethren of Scotland,

Vol. Iii.
" an^ exprfs their Defires'of Unity in Religion, "• That

Part 3d. " in all his Majefly's Dominions there might be but one
p. 390. « Confeffion of Faith and Form of Church Govern-

" ment;" and though this is hardly to be expected punc-
" tually and exactly, yet they hope, fince they are guid-
" ed by the fame Spirit, they mail be fo directed, as to
" caft out every thing that is offenfive to God, and fo far

** agree with the Scots, and other Reformed Churches, in

" the Subftantials of Doctrine, Worfhip and Difcipline,

" that there may be a free Communion in all holy Exer-
" cifes ai^d Duties of publick Worfhip, for the attaining

" whereof they intend an AfTembly of godly and learn-
ft ed Divines, as foon as they can obtain the Royal
" AfTent We have entered into a ferious Confiderati-
* ( on (fay they) what good we have received by the Go-
*' vernment of Bifhops, and do perceive it has been the
iS occafion of many intolerable Burthens and Grievances,
" by their ufurping a Pre-eminence and Power not given
*' them by the Word of God, &c. We find it has alfo been
" pernicious to our Civil Government, infomuch as the Bi-
" lhops have ever been forward to fill the Minds of our Prin-

*' ces with notions of an arbitrary Power over the lives and
te

liberties of the Subject, by their Counfels and in their Ser-
" mons. Upon which accounts and many others, we do
" declare, that this Government by Archbilhops, Bifhops,

" their Chancellors and Commilfaries, Deans and Chapters,
'* Archdeacons, and other Ecclcfiaftical OfTicers depending
" upon the Hierarchy, is evil, and juftl ' offenfive and bur-

" denfome to the Kingdom, a great Impt limeot to Refor-
" mation, and very prejudicial to the Civil Government;
" and that we are refolved the fame (hall be taken away.
" And we deflre our Brethren of Scotland to concur with
" us in petitioning his Majefly, that we may hive an AC-

" fembly of Divines ; and to fend fome of their own Mini-
*' flers to the faid AfTembly, in order to obtain Uniformity
u in Church Government, that fo a more eafy pailage may

'« be
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" be made for fettling one ConfelTion of Faith, and Direclo-
11 rv of publick worlhip, for the three Kingdoms."

The King being alarmed with the harmony between the

two Kingdoms, fent a warm Remonitrance to the Council

of Scotland, Aug. 26, the very week he let up his Standard

at Nottingham, in which he declares,

' np HAT he defired Uniformity as much as they, in King's Let-

1 JL fuch a wav as he in his Confciencc thought molt tertoSvot-

* ferviceable to the true Protectant Religion ; but that his Memoirs,
' two Houfes of Parliament had never made any Prcpofni- B. iv.

' on to him fince their meeting, concerning " Uniformity P- J ?7-

* of Church Government.;" fofar (fays hi:Ala : eirv are they
f from defiring fuch a thins;, " That we are confident the

* mod confidera'ole Perfons, and thcfe who make the faireit

' Preteniions to you of that kind, will not fooner embrace
' a Preibvterial than you an Epifcopal." And tpjly it

*. feems (notwithflanding whatfoever ProfelTion they have
* made to the contrary) that nothing has been lefs in their
1 minds, than fettling the true Religion, and reforming
' fuch abufes in the Church as poiTibly poay have crept in,

1 contrary to the ettablifhed Laws of the Land, to which
' we have been lo far from being averle, that we have pre 1-

£ fed them to it. And whenever any Fropofmon ihail be
' made to us by them, which we mail conceive may ad-
1 vance the Unity of the Proteftant Religion, according to

* the Word of God, or etlablifh Church Government, ao
1 cording to the known Laws of the Kingdom, we fha!l let

1 the world fee, that nothing can be more agreeable to us
* than the advancing lb good a work."

Here his Maiefiy explains the Uniformity he all along in-

tended, and very juftly cbferves, that the Parliament no

more believed the "Divine Inllitution of Prefbytxv," than

the others did 01 Diocefan Prelacy ; for tifc ey were
content, in order to fecure 1. ance of the Sc >ts Na-
tion, to vote away the Hierarchy of Archbiihops and Bi-

fhops, yet when they had c juered the King, and had no-

thing to fear from their neighbours, they couid not be pre-

vailed with to eflablifh [he Scots Prefbvierv, without a re-

ferve of the power of the Kevs to thtmielvcs.

Lord Clarendon obferves very juftly, " That the Parlia- Chrea
" ment were fenfible they could not carry on the War Ir - F-"7-

M but by the help of the SfQt% which they were not to ex-

" pea
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" pect without an alteration of the Government of the
" Church, to which that Nation was violently inclined,

" But that very much the major Part of the Members that

" continued in the Parliament Houfe were cordially affected

" to the eftablifhed Government, At leaft not affected to

*.' any other." But then to induce them to confent to fuch

an Alteration, it was faid the Scots would not take up Arms
without it ; fo that they muft lofe all, and let the King re-

turn as a Conqueror, or fubmit to the Change. If it mould
be faid, this would make a Peace with the King impracti-

cable, whofe Affection to the Hierarchy all Men knew; it

was anfwered, that it was ufual in Treaties to afk more than

was expected to be confented to ; and it may be, their de-

parting from their Propofition concerning the Church, might
prevail with the King to give them the Militia. Upon thefe

motives the Bill to abolifh Epifcopacy was brought into the

Houfe, and pafled the Commons September i. and on the

loth of the fame Month it paffed the Lords. The noble

Hiftorian fays, that marvellous Art and Induftry was ufed

to obtain it ; that the Majority of the Commons were real-

Parl. Chron. ly againft it, and that it was very hardly fubmitted to by the

p. 150. Houfe of Peers. But the writer of the Parliamentary Chro-
nicle, who was then at London, fays the Bill pafled Nullo

Contradicente, not a negative Vote being heard among
them all ; and that there were Bonefires and ringing of Bells

for Joy all over the City.

Biliioaboliih The Bill was entitled, " An Act for the utter abolifhing
Epifcopacy. (i and tak ;ng away f au Archbifhops, Bilhops, their Chan-

*' cellors and CommilTaries, &rc."

" It ordains, that after the 5th of November, 1643,
*' theie fhall be no Archbifhop, Bifhop, Chancellor or Com-
" miliary of any Archbiihop or Bifhop, nor any Dean, Sub-
" Dean, Dean and Chapter, Archdeacon, nor any Chancel-
" lor, Chaunter, Treasurer, Sub-Treafurer, Succentor or

" Sacriff. of any' Cathedral or Collegiate Church, nor any
" Prebendary, Canon, Canon Refidentiary, Petty Canon,
" Vicar, Choral, Chorifter, old Yicars or new Vicars, of

• c or within any Cathedral or Collegiate Churches in Eng-
" land or Wales—That their Names, Titles, Jurifdictions,

" Offices, and Functions, and the having or uling any Jurif-

" diction or Power, by reafon or colour of any fuch Names
" and Titles, fhall ccafe, determine, and become abfolutely

" void.

" That all the Manors, Lordfhips, Caflles, Mefluages,
'* Lands, Tenements, Rents, and all other Pofleffions

*' and
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" and Hereditaments whatfoever, belonging to any Archbi-

" fhoprick or Bifhoprick, mall be in the real and a&ual pof-

" fefHon, and feifin of the King's Majefty, his heirs and
" fuccefTors, to hold and enjoy in as ample a manner as

" they were held by any Archbifhop or Bifhop within two
" years laft pad:, except Impropriations, Parfonages, ap-
" propriate Tithes, Oblations, Obventions, Penfions, Por-
" tions of Tithes, Parfonages, Vicarages, Churches, Cha-
" pels, Advowfons, Nominations, Collations, Rights of
" Patronage and Prefentation.

" That all Impropriations, Parfonages, Tithes, &c. and
" all other Hereditaments and Pofleffions whatfoever be-
" longing to any Dean, Subdean and Chapter, Archdea-
" con, or any of their Officers, be put into the hands of
'* Truflees, to pay to all and every Archbifhop, Bifhop,
* { Dean, Subdean, Archdeacon, and all other Officers be-

" longing to Collegiate and Cathedral Churches, fuch year-
(i

\y Stipends and Penfions as fhall be appointed by Parlia-

" ment. And they fhall difpofe of all the aforefaid Ma-
" nors, Lands, Tithes, Appropriations, Advowfons, &c.
" for a competent maintenance for the fupport of
*' fuch a number of preaching Miniflers in every Cathedral
" and Collegiate Church as fhall be appointed by Parlia-

" ment ; and for the maintenance of preaching Ministers
t( in other places of the Country where fuch maintenance
*' is wanting ; and for fuch other good ufes, to the ad-
*' vancement of Religion, Piety and Learning, as fhall be
" directed by Parliament.

" Provided, That all Revenues and Rents as have been,
" and now ought to be paid, for the maintenance of Gram-
* c mar Schools or Scholars, or for the repairing any Church,
** Chapel, Highway, Caufeway, Bridges, School-Houfe,
*' Alms-Houfe, or other charitable ufes, payable by any of
" the perfons whofe offices are taken away by this Ac~f,

" fhall be continued. Provided alfo, That this A€t fhall not
" extend to any College, Church, Corporation, Founda-
u tion, or Houfe of Learning in either of the Univefities."

It may feem ftrange, that the Parliament mould vote a-

way the prefent Eftablifhment before they had agreed upon
another, but the Scots would not declare for them till they

had done it. If the two Houfes had been inclined to Pref-

bytery (as fome have maintained) it had been eafy to have

adopted the Scots Model at once ; but as the Bill for extir-

pating Epifcopacy was not to take place till above a year

forward, 'tis apparent they were not willing it fhould take

Vol. II. G g place
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place at all, if in that time they could come to an accom-
modation with the King ; and if the breach mould then be

open, they propofed to confult with an affembly of Divines

what Form to erect in its place. Thus the old Englifh. Hi-

erarchy was fufpended, and lay proftrate for about eighteen

years, but was never legally diffolved for want of the Royal

Affent ; and therefore at the reitoration of King Charles II.

it took place again, without any new law to eftablifh it j

which the Prelbyterians, who were then in the faddle, did

not understand or provide againft as they might.

The war While the King and Parliament were thus ftrengthning
open*. themfelves, and calling in to their aid all the afliftances they

could get, the fcene of war began to open ; his Majefty

travelled with a large retinue into feveral of the Northern

and Weftern Counties, fummoning the people together,

and in fet fpeeches endeavouring to poffefs them of the ju-

ftice of his caufe, promifing upon the word of a King, that

for the future he would govern by law. Upon this af-

furance about forty Lords, and feveral Members that had

deferted the Houfe of Commons, figned an Engagement,
" To defend his Majefty's perfon and prerogative, to fup-

" port the Protellant Religion, eftablifhed by law, and not
44 to fubmit to any Ordinance of Parliament concerning the

« Militia that had not the Royal Affent." Great Numbers
lifted in his Majefty's Service, whereby an army was form'd

which marched a fecond time to the Siege of Hull.

Parliament A week, after the King was fet down before this Fortrefs,

fif

C thC
?-' and not bef°re [Jul >" x 2 tne tw0 Houfes, after long de-

my, bates, came to this refolution, " That an army mould be
u railed for the defence of the King and Parliament," that

the Earl of Eftex fhould ,be Captain General, and the Earl

of Bedford General of the Horfe, who were empowered to

refill: and oppofe with force all fuch whom they fhould find

in arms, putting in execution the King's CommifTion ot

Array. The reafons of this refolution arifing from the

King's extraordinary preparations for war, were publifhed at

the fame time ; and in their Declaration of Aug. 4. they

fay, " That they would have yielded up every tiling to the
44 King, could they have been affured, that by difarming
** themfelves they mould not have been left naked, while
" the military fword was in the hands of thole evil Coun-
" fellors who they had reafon to fear had vowed the de-
'* ftru&ion of the two Houfes, and through their fides of
*' the Proteftant Religion ; but being well acquainted with
44 their defigns, they apprehended that their duty to God

and

I
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** and their Country, obliges them to hazard every thing King

" for the maintenance of the true Religion, the King's
(

'* perfon, honour and eftate, and the liberties of England."
On the 9th of Auguft the King proclaimed the Earl of Effex

and all his adherents Traitors, unlefs they laid down their

arms within fix days ; and in another Manifefto he declared R3 pin , p,

both Houfes of Parliament guilty of High Treafon, and S 67«

forbid all his Subjects to yield obedience to them. The
Parliament alfo on their part, proclaimed all that adhered to

the King in this caufe " Traitors againft the Parliament
" and Kingdom." Auguft 1 2. the King by Proclamation
commanded all- his Subjects on the North of Trent, and
within twenty miles fouth of it, to appear in arms for the

fuppieiTing the Rebels that were marching againft him ; ami
about the fame time iffued out another Proclamation, re-

quiring all men who could bear arms to repair to him at

Nottingham, where he intended to fet up his Standard on
Monday Auguft 22. In the mean rime his Majefty gave out King rets up

new Commiflions to augment his Forces, and marching his Standard

through Lincoln he took away the arms of the Train Bands ham
°mns"

for the ufe of his Troops. At length being arrived at the

appointed place, he caufed his Standard to be erected in the

open field, on the outfide of the Caftle Wall of Notting-
ham, but very ftw came to attend it ; and the weather
proved fo ftormy and tempeftuous that it was blown down
the fame evening, and could not be fixed again in two days.

Three weeks after this [September 9.] the Earl of Effex,

the Parliament's General, left London, to put himfelf at

the head of their Army of fifteen thoufard men at St. Al-
bans. The King, with an army of equal flrength, march-
ed from Nottingham to Shrewfbury, and having refrefhed

his Forces there for fome time, broke up October 12. in

order to march directly for London, but the Earl of Effex:

putting himfelf in the way, both armies engaged at Edgehill,

near Keinton in Warwickshire, on Sunday O&ober 23. the

very fame day twelvemonth after the breaking out of the

Irifn Maflacre ; the Battle continued from three in the af-

ternoon till night, with almoft equal advantage, the num-
ber of {lain on both fides being about four thoufand. Thus
the fword was drawn, which was dyed with the Blood of
the inhabitants of this Ifland for feveral years, to the lofs of

as many Proteftant lives as perifhed by the infurre&ion and
maflacre of Ireland.

Gg2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XII.

The State of the Church of England. The Religious Cha-

racter of both Parties. With a Summary of the Grounds
of the Civil War.

King
Charles I.

1642.

The Condi-

tion of the

Church.

Of the Cu
ihdJrali.

TY7E have already feen the unfettled ftate of Religion up-

W on the King's progrefs into Scotland, with the Com-
plaints of the Royalifts for want of Decency and Uniformi-

ty. The Hierarchy had for fome time been a dead Weight,
the fprings that moved it being ftopt, by the imprifonment

of the Bifhops, and the check that was given to the Spiri-

tual Courts ; but now the whole fabrick was voted away
after a year, tho' when that was expired no other difci-

pline was erected in its room ; nor was the Name, Stile

and Dignity of Archbifhops and Bifhops taken away by Or-
dinance of Parliament till Sept. 5. 1646. that is, till the

War was over, and the King their prifoner. In this inter-

val there was properly no eftablifh'd Form of Govern-

ment ; the Clergy being permitted to read more or lefs of

the Liturgy as they pleafed, and to govern their Parifhes

according to their difcretion. The Veftments were left in-

different, fome wearing them, and others in imitation of

the foreign Proteftants, making ufe of a Cloak. Feb. 2.

1642-3. the Commons ordered, that the Statute of the

Univerfity of Cambridge, which impofes the Ufe of the

Surplice upon all Students and Graduates mould not be pref-

ied, as being againft the Law and Liberty of the Subject

;

and three days after they made the fame Order for the

Schools of Weftminfter, Eaton, and Winchefter. Bifhop

Kennet fays, that Tithes were denied to thofe that read the

Common Prayer ; and 'tis as true, that they were with-

held from thofe that did not read it, for many took advan-

tage of the confufion of the times to eafe themfelves of a

Burden for which fome few pleaded Confcience, and others

the uncertain title of thofe that claimed them.

Though the Parliament and Puritan Clergy were averfe

to Cathedral Worfliip, that is, to a variety of mufical iu-

ftruments, Chorifters, finging of Prayers, Anthems, &x. as

improper for the folemnity and fimplicity of Divine Sen ice,

yet was it not prohibited ; and though the Revenues of Pre-

bendaries and Deans, cvc. had been voted ufelefs, and more
fit to be applied to the maintenance of preaching Minifters,

yet
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yet the ftipends of thofe that did not take part with the King King

were not fequefter'd till the latter end of the year 1645.
c

,
IesI*

when it was ordained, " That the Deans and Prebendaries
" of Weftminfter who had abfented themfelves, or were
" Delinquents, or had not taken the Covenant, ihould be
" fufpended from their feveral offices and places, except
" Mr. Ofbaldefton ;" but the names, titles, and offices of

Deans and Chapters, were not abolifhed, till after the King's

Death, in the year 1649. thus cautioufly did the Parliament

proceed, as long as there was any profpecr. of an accommo-
dation with the King. Indeed, the Beauty of the Cathe-

drals was defaced in fome meafure about this time, by the

Ordinance for the removing Crucifixes, Images, Pictures,

and other Monuments of Superftition out of Churches.

Many fine paintings in the Windows and on the Walls were
broken and deftroy'd, without a decent repair of the da-

mage. In Lambeth Chapel the Organ was taken down
[Nov. 25.] The following Summer the Paintings, Pic-

tures, fuperftitious Ornaments and Images were defaced,

or removed out of the Cathedrals of Canterbury, Rochef-
ter, Chichefter, Winchefter, Worcefter, Lincoln, Litch-

field, Salifbury, Gloucefter, St. Paul's in London, the

Collegiate Church of Weftminfter, &c. *' But (fays my Pr. wal-

" Author) I do not find that they then feized the Revenues
J**'^?^er*

" and Eftates of the Cathedrals, but contented themfelves Clergy.

" with plundering and imprifoning fome of the principal

" Members, and difperfing many of the reft ; and feveral

" of thofe places coming afterwards into his Majefty's
*' Hands, the Service did not wholly ceafe, nor were the
" Doors of thofe ftately Fabricks finally clofed at that
" time."

Though the Difcipline of the Church was difTclved, The Rr.a

there was
.neverthelefs an uncommon fpirit of devotion a- ^

b'£rVc
l
'u)

mong the people in the Parliament Quarters ; the Lord's bath.

Day was obferved with unufual Striftnefs, the Churches be-

ing crowded with numerous and attentive hearers three or

four times in the day ; the Officers of the Peace walked
the Streets, and {hut up all publick Houfes ; there was no
travelling on the Road, nor walking in the Fields, except

in cafes of abfolute neceftity. Religious Exercifes were fet

up in private Families, as reading the Scriptures, Family
Prayer, repeating Sermons, and finging Ffaims, which was
fo univerfal in the City of London, that you might walk the

Streets on the Evening of the Lord's Day without feeing an

G £ ^ idle
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King idle pcrfon, or hearing any thing but the voice of prayer or
Charles I. praiic from the Churches and private Houfes.

* 4
, As is ufual in times of publick Calamity, fo at the break-

Plays and ing out of the Civil War, all publick Diverfions and Re-
other Diver- creations were laid afide. By an Ordinance of September 2.

fions put 1642. it was declared, that " Whereas publick Sports do

Rufiiw. " not well agree with publick Calamities, nor publick Stage
Vol. II. « piays with the Seafons of Humiliation ; this being an
Part 3d. (C exercjfe f facj and pious Solemnity ; the other being

" fpeclacles of pleafure too commonly exprefling lafcivious

" Mirth and Levity ; it is therefore ordained, that while
" thefe fad caufes, and fet times of Humiliation continue,
f< publick Stage Plays fliall ceaie and be forborn ; inftead

'* of which are recommended to the people of this Land,
" the profitable Duties of Repentance, and making their

" peace with God."

The month- The fet times of Humiliation mentioned in the Ordinance

ly Fall. refer to the monthly Faff appointed by the King, at the

requeft of the Parliament [Jan. 8. 1641.] on account of the

Iriih Infurreclion and Maffacre, to be kept every laft Wed-
nefday in the Month, as long as the calamities of that Na-
tion mould require it. But when the King fet up his Stan-

dard at Nottingham, the two Houfes apprehending that

England was now to be the feat of War, publifhed an Or-
dinance for the more frriet obfervation of this Fait, in order

to implore a divine Blefling upon the Confutations of Par-

liament, and to depricate the calamities that threaten*-.! this

Nation. All preachers were er.ioined lo gut notice of it

from the Pulpit the preceding Lord's Day ; and to exhort

their Hearers to a foiemn and religious obfervation ot the

whole day, by a de vout attendance on the fervicco/ God in

fome Church or Chapel, by Abstinence, and by refraining

from worldly bufinefs and diverfions : All publick Houfes

were likewife forbid to fell any forts of Liqucr (except in

cafes of neceflity) till the publick Exercifies and religious

duties of the dav were ended ; which continued with little

or no IntermiiTion, from, Nine in the Morning till Four

in the Afternoon ; all which length of time the people

were at their Devotions, and the Minifters. engaged in one

part or other of divine Worfhip.
Rife of the fi ut befides the monthly Faft, the opening of the War

Letturc.
8 g^'e rift to mother, Exercife of Prayer, and Exhortation

to Repentance, for an hour every Morning in the

Week. Moftof the Citizens of London having fome near
Relation or Friend in the Army of the Earl of Eflex, fo

many



Chap. XII. of the P u r i t a n s. 471
many Bills were fent up to the Pulpit every Lord's Day for

their prefervation, that the Miniiler had neither time to

read them, nor to recommend their cafes to God in pray-

er ; it was therefore agreed by fome London Divines, to fe-

parate an hour for this purpoie every Morning, one half to

be fpent in prayer, and the other in a fuitable Exhortation

to the people. The Reverend Mr. Cafe, Minuter of St.

Mary Magdalen,Milk-ftreet,began it in his Church at feven

in the Morning, and when it had continued there a Month
it was removed by turns to other Churches at a diftance, for

the accommodation of the feveral parts of the City, and

was called the Morning Exercife. The fervice was per-

formed by divers Miniiters, and earned interceflions were
made in the prefence of a numerous and crouded Audience,

for the welfare of the Publick as well as particular cafes.

When the heat of the War was over, it became a Cafuif-

tical Lecture, and was carried on by the mod learned and

able Divines of thofe times till the Restoration of King
Charles II. Their Sermons were afterwards publifhed in fe-

veral Volumes in Quarto, under the Title of the Morning
Exercifes ; each Sermon being the Refolution of fome prac-

tical cafe of Confcience. This Lecture, though in a dif-

ferent form, is continued among the Protectant Diflenters to

this Day.

. Some time after another Morning Lecture was fet up in

the Abbey Church of Weftminfter, between the hours of

fix and eight, for the benefit of that part of the Town, and

efpecially of the Members of Parliament ; it was carried on
by Dr. Staunton, Mr. Nye, Marfhal, Palmer, Herle, Whi-
taker and Hill, all Members of the AfTembly of Divines.

In fhort, there were Lectures and Sermons every day in

the Week in one Church or another, which were well at-

tended, and with great appearance of zeal and affection.

Men were not backward to rife before clay, and go to places

of worfhip at a great diftance, for the benefit of hearing

the Word of God. Such was the devotion of the City of

London, and parts adjacent, in thefe dangerous times !

Nor was the Reformation of Manners lefs remarkable ;
R «f°rmat»-

the Laws ag'ainft Vice and Profanenefs were fo ftrict, and nersinthe"

fo rigoroufly put in Execution, that Wickednefs was forced City and

to hide itfelf in Corners. There were no gaming Houfes, ParU ad
i
a~

nor Houfes of Pleafure ; nor was there any profane fwear-
cenU

ing, drunkennefs, nor any kind of debauchery to be feen

or heard in the Streets. It is commonly faid, that the Re-
G g 4 ligion
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King ligion of thefe times was no better than hypocrify and ditfi-

Charks I. mu la tion ; and without all doubt, there were numbers of

.
*

^ t Men that made a form of Godlinefs a Cloak to Difhonefty ;

nay, 'tis probable, that hypocrify, and other fecret immo-
ralities, might be the prevailing fins of the times, becaufe

all open vices were fuppreffed ; but ftill I am perfuaded,

that the body of the people were fincerely religious, and
with all their faults, I mould rejoice to fee in our days, fuch

an appearance of Religion, and fuch an effectual difcounte-

nance of all kinds of vice and profanenefs.

In the Camp If we go from the City to the Camp of the Earl of EfTex,

of the Earl we f}, a ]i fincj no Jefs probity of manners among them, for

»'
f

ex
"

, moft of his Soldiers were fuch as did not fight fo much for
Memorials, , . 9 ,

p. 68. pay, as ror Religion and the Liberties or their Country.

Mr. Whitlock oblerves, " That Colonel Cromwel's Regi-
" ment of Horfe were moft of them Freeholders Sons, who
" engaged in the War upon principles of confcience ; and
" that being well armed within, by the fatisfa&ion of their

" Confciences, and without with good iron Arms, they
" would as one Man ftand firmly and charge defpe-
fi rately. The fame Author adds, that Colonel Wil-
" fon, who was Heir to an Eftate of two thoufand pounds
" a year, and was the only Son of his Father, puthimfelf
" at the head of a gallant Regiment of Citizens, who lift-

" ed themfelves in the Parliament's Service purely upon
* f Confcience ; this (fays he) was the condition of many
" others alfo of like quality and fortune in thofe times, who
" had fuch an affection for their Religion, and the Rights
" and Liberties of their Country, that " Pro Aris et focis"

" they were willing to undergo any hardships or dangers,

" and thought no Service too much or too great for their

(t Country." The moft eminent Divines went as Chap-
lains to the feveral Regiments; Dr. Burges and Mr. Mar-
shal were Chaplains to the Earl of Eflex's Regiment; Dr.

Downing to Lord Roberts's ; Mr. Sedgwick to Colonel

Hollis's ; Dr. Spurftow to Mr. Hampden's ; Mr. Aike to

Lord Brook's, &C while thefe continued, none of the En-
thufiaftic Follies, that were afterwards a reproach to the ar-

my, difco\cred ihcmfelves. There were among them fome
that afterwards join'd the Sectaries; fome that were mere
meictnuies, and (if wc may believe his Maiefty's declarati-

on after the battle of Edgehill) fome difguiled Papifts ; but

upon the whole, Lord Clarendon confefles, that there was an
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exacl: difcipline in the Army ; that they neither plunder'd King

nor robb'd the Country ; all complaints of this kind being *£**

redreffed in the beft manner, and the offenders punifhed. \_ ,

—
v
- _«

The Reverend Mr. Baxter, who was himfelf in the Army, Mr. Baxter's

gives this account of them. <{ The generality of thofe ^
h

^
a

^
erof

** people throughout England who went bv the Name of tookpart

" Puritans, Precifians, Prelbj^terians, who followed Ser- with the

" mons, prayed in their Families, read books of Devotion,
g
arlia"ie

£-fe
" and were ftri<5r. obfervers of the Sabbath, being avowed p i, p> 26i

" enemies to Swearing, Drunkennefs, and all kinds of Pro- 31, 33>&c«

" fanenefs, adher'd to the Parliament ; with thefe were
" mixed fome young perfons of warm heads, and enthu-
*' fiaftick principles, who laid the foundation of thofe Sects

" and Divifions which afterwards fpread over the whole
" Nation, and were a difgrace to the Caufe which the Par-
" liament had efpoufed. Of the Clergy, thofe who were
" of the fentiments of Calvin, who were conftant Preachers
" of the Word of God themfelves, and encouragers of it

*' in others ; who were zealous againft Popery, and wifhed
" for a reformation of the Difcipline of the Church, were
" on the Parliament's fide. Among thefe were fome of the

" elder Clergy, who were preferred before the rife of

" Archbifhop Laud ; all the deprived and filenced Mini-
" fters, with the whole body of Lecturers and warm po-
f( pular Preachers both in Town and Country ; thefe drew
" after them great numbers of the more ferious and devout
M people, who were not capable of judging between the

" King and Parliament, but followed their ipiritual Guides
" from a veneration they had for their integrity and piety.

" Many went in to the Parliament, and filled up their

" Armies afterwards, meerly becaufe they heard men
'* fwear for the Common-prayer and Bifhops, and heard
" others pray that were againft them : becaufe they heard
" the King's Soldiers with horrid Oaths abufe the name
•* of God, and faw them live in debauchery, while the

" Parliament Soldiers flocked to Sermons, talked of Reli-

" gion, and prayed, and fung Pfalms together on their

" guards. And all the fbber men that I was acquainted
u with who were againft the Parliament (fays Mr. Baxter)
" ufed to fay, " The King had the better Caufe, but the

" Parliament had the better Men."
The Puritan [or Parliament] Clergy were zealous Calvi- Of the Puii-

nifts, and having been prohibited for fome years from tan clerS?-

preaching againft the Arminians, they now pointed all their

artillery againft them, infifting upon little elfe in their

Sermons,
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Ki,1§ Sermons, but the Doctrines of Predeflination ; Juftification

16/2. ty Faith aione ; Salvation by Free Grace ; and the Inabi-

lity of Man to do that which is good. The duties of the

iecond Table were too much neglected ; from a very ffxong

averfion to Arminianifm thefe Divines unnappily made way
for Antinomianifm, verging from one extreme towards the

other, till at length fome of the weaker fort were loft in

the wild Mazes of enthufiaftick Dreams and Vifions, and
others from falfe Principles pretended to juftify the hidden

works of Difhonefty. The Affembly of Divines did what
they could to put a flop to the growth of thefe errors ; but

the great fcarcity of Preachers of a learned education, who
took part with the Parliament, left fome Pulpits in the

Country empty, and the People to be led afide in many
places, by every bold pretender to Infpiration.

Mr. Baxter's " The generality of the ftricler and more diligent fort of
Account of « Preachers (fays Mr, Baxter) joined the Parliament, and

Baxter's
" to°k fhelter in their Garrifons ; but they were almoft

Life
> P- 33? " all conformable Minifters ; the Laws and the BuTiops

35> 37- " having caft out the Non-conformifts long enough be-
" fore, and not left above two in a County : Thofe who
" made up the Affembly of Divines, and who through
u the Land were the honour of the Parliament party, were
" almoft all fuch as till then, had conformed, and took
" the Ceremonies to be lawful in cafes of NecefTity,

'* but longed to have that Neceffity removed." He ad-

mits, " That the younger, and lefs experienced Minifters

" in the Country, v/ere againft amending the Bifhops
" and Liturgy, apprehending this was but gilding over
*' their danger ; but that this was not the fenfe of the

" Parliament, nor of their principal Divines. The mat-
" ter of Bifhops or no Bifhops (fays he) was not the main
" thing, except with the Scots, for thoufands that wiflied

" for good Bifhops were on the Parliament fide. Almoft
" all thofe afterwards called Prefbyterians, and all that

" learned and pious Synod at Weftminfter, except a very

" few, had been Conformifts, and kept up an honourable
" efteem for thofe Bifhops that they thought religious

;

*' as Archbifhop Ufher, Bifhop Davenant, Hall, Morc-
'* ton, &rc. Thefe would have been content with an
** amendment of the Hierarchy, and went into the Pap-

" liament, becaufe they apprehended the Inten-ft of Re-
"

1 n;ion, and Civil Liberties, were on that fide."
Their poli- ]}, lf t iic political Principles of thefe Divines pave the

v'jou.-.
" groaieft difguft to tire Royalifts ; they encouraged the I

pic
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pie to fland by the Parliament, and preached up the law- ^

King

fulnefs of defending their Religion and Liberties, againft j" 1" '*

the King's evil Counfellors. They were for a limited Mo- . J. jj

narchy, agreeable to our prefent happy Conflitution, for Hu(b. Co!*

which, and for what they apprehended the Purity of the kft-P-5 I 4*

Proteftant Religion, they contended, and for nothing more;
but for this they have fullered in their moral Character,

and have been left upon Record, as " Rebels, Traitors,

" Enemies to God and the King, cVc." His Majefty, in

pne of his Declarations, calls them " ignorant in Learning,
" turbulent and feditious in Difpofition, fcandalous in Life,

* e unc nformable to the Laws of the Land, Libellers,
fi Revilei- both of Church and State, and Preachers of
fc Sedition :.; i Treafon itfelf." Lord Clarendon fays,

" That under the notion of Reformation, and extirpating

*' Popery, they infufed feditious inclinations into the hearts

*' of men againfl the prefent Government of the Church
fC and State ; that when the Army was raifed they con-
*' tained themfelves within no bounds, and inveighed as

" freely againfl the Perfon of the King as they had be-

f f fore againfl the worfl Malignants, profanely and blaf-

f { phemoufiy applying what had been fpoken by the Pro-
** phets againft the mod wicked and impious Kings, to ftir

(< up the People againff. their mod gracious Sovereign."

His Lordfhip adds, " That the Puritan Clergy were the
Vol# ' p'

*' chief Incendiaries, and had the chief Influence in pro-
fc moting the Civil War. The Kirk Reformation in Scot-

" land and in this Kingdom (fays his Lordfhip) was driven

** on by no men fo much as thofe of their Clergy ; and
" without doubt the Archbifhop of Canterbury never had
" fuch an influence over the Councils at Court, as Dr.
" Burges and Mr. Marfhal had then on the Houfes ; nor
* { did all the Bifhops of Scotland together fo much meddle
f* in temporal affairs as Mr. Henderfon had done."

Strange ! when the Scots Bifhops were advanced to the Their vin-

higheft pofls of Honour and civil Truff. in that Kingdom ;
dicat,on«

and when Archbifhop Laud had the direction of all publick

affairs in England, for twelve years together. Was not

the Archbifhop at the head of the Council Table, the Star

Chamber and the Court of High Cornmifilon ? Was not
his Grace the contriver or promoter of all the Monopo-
lies and OpprefTions that brought on the Civil War ?

What could the Puritan Clergy do like this ? Had they
any places of Profit or Trull: under the Government ? Or
any Commiffions- in the ecciefiafticai Courts ? Did they

amais
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King amafs to themfelves great Riches or large Eftates ? No ;
Charles L tney ren0unced a }| Civil Power and Jurifdiction, as well as

lordly Titles and Dignities ; and were, tor the mod: part,

content with a very moderate fhare of the World. If they

ferved the Parliament Caule it was in vifiting their Pa-
rifhioners, and by their Sermons from the Pulpits : Here
they fpent their zeal, praying and preaching as men that

were in earneft, for what they apprehended the Caufe of

God and their Country. But 'tis eafy to remark, that the

noble Hiftorian obferves no meafures with the Puritan Cler-

gy when they fall in his way.

Nor were the Parliament Divines the chief Incendia-

ries between the King and People, if we may believe

Mr. Baxter, who knew the Puritans of thofe times much
Baxter's better than his Lordfhip. " It is not true (fays this Di-
Life, p. 34- t < vine) that they ftirred up the people to war, there was

'* hardly one fuch man in a County, though they difliked

<c the late innovations, and were glad the Parliament was
" attempting a Reformation." They might inveigh too

freely in their Sermons againft the Vices of the Clergy,

and the Severities of the late Times ; but in all the Fail

Sermons that I have read, for fome years after the begin-

ning of the war, I have met with no reflections upon the

Perfon of the King, but a religious obfervation of that po-

litical Maxim, " The King can do no wrong."

But his Lordfhip adds, that " they profanely and blaf-

" phemoufly applied what had been fpoken by the Pro-
" phets againft the moil: wicked and impious Kings, to ftir

" up the People againft their moft gracious Sovereign."

If this were really the cafe, yet the King's Divines came
not behind them in applying the abiolute dominion of the

Kings of Judah in fupnort of the unbounded prerogative of

the Kings of England, nor in curfing the Parliament, and

pronouncing Damnation upon all that died in their fervice.

I could produce a large Catalogue of fhocking Exprefllons

to this purpofe, but I am no Advocate for fuch extremes

;

rtor ought we to form our judgments of great bodies of

men, from the exceffes of a few.

We mall have an opportunity hereafter, of comparing

the Learning of the Puritan Divines with the Royalifts,

when it will appear, that there were men of no lefs emi-

nence for Literature with the Parliament than with the King,

as the Seldens, the Lightfoots, the Cudworths, the Pococks,

the Witchcots, the Arrowfmiths, &c. but as to their Mor.^,
theii
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their very adverfaries will witnefs for them. Dr. G. Bates Kl"g

an eminent Royalift in his Elenchus, gives them this cha-
x
g'

e
*

*

racier, '* Moribus feveris effent, in concionibus vehementes, u—y—«J
" precibus & piis officiis prompti, uno verbo ad csetera

" boni, i. e. They were Men of fevere and firi6t morals,
" warm and affectionate Preachers, fervent in Prayer,
" ready to all pious Offices, and in a Word, otherwife,

" [that is abating their political principles] good men."
And yet with all their goodnefs they were unacquainted

with the Rights of Confcience, and when they got the fpi-

ritual fword into their hands managed it not much better

than their Predeceffors the Biihops.

The Clergy that efpoufed the King's Caufe were the Of the

" Bench of Biihops, the whole body of the Cathedral, and
£

in s'*

" the major part of the parochial Clergy, with the heads,

" and mod of the Fellows of both Univerfities," among
whom were men of the firft rank for learning, politenefs,

piety, and probity of manners, as Archbiihop Ulher, Bi-

fhop Hall, Moreton, Weftfield, Brownrigge, Prideaux, Dr.

Hammond, Saunderfon, &c. who joined the King, not

only for the fake of their preferments, but becaufe they

believed the " Unlawfulnefs of the Subjects refifling their

" Sovereign in any Cafe whatfoever." Among the Paro-

chial Clergy were Men of no lefs name and character

;

Lord Clarendon fays, " That if the Sermons of thofe Vol. I. p.77,

" times preached at Court were collected together, and
" published, the World would receive the bell bulk of
" orthodox Divinity, profound Learning, convincing Rea-
" fon, natural powerful Eloquence, and admirable devotion,

". that hath been communicated in any age fince the

" Apoftles Time." And yet in the very fame page he
adds, " There was fometimes preached there, matter ve-
" ry unfit for the place, and fca*:dalous for the perfons."

I fubmit this paragraph to the Reader's Judgment ; for I

mufl confefs, that after having read over feveral of thefe

Court Sermons, I have not been able to difcover all that

Learning and perfuafive Eloquence that his Lordfhip ad-

mires ; nor can much be faid for their orthodoxy, if the

thirty nine Articles be the Standard. But whatever de-

cency was obferved at Court, there was hardly a Sermon
preached by the inferior Clergy within the King's Quar-
ters, wherein the Parliament Divines were not feverely ex-

pofed and ridiculed, under the Character of Puritans, Pre-

cifians, Formalifts, Sabbatarians, Canting Hypocrites, &c.
Such was the Sharpnefs of Men 1

* Spirits on both Sides

!

Among
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Kins Among the Country Clergy there was great room for

1642
' Complaints, many of them being Pluralifts, Non-refidents,

ignorant and illiterate, negligent of their Cures, feldom or

never vifiting their Parifhioners, nor difeharging any more
of their Function than would barely fatisfy the LaWi They
took advantage of the Book of Sports to attend their Pa-
rifhioners to their Wakes and Revels, by which means
many of them became fcandaloufly immoral in their Con-

Sufferings of verfations. Even Dr. Walker admits, that there were
the Clergy. among them Men of wicked Lives, and iuch as were a
p' ' reproach and fcandal to their function ; the particulars

of which had better have been buried than left upon
Record.

oftheKing's The common People that filled up the King's Army
Army. were of the loofer fort ; the chief Officers, as Lord Goring,

Granville, Wilmot, and others, were of profligate livesj

and made a jell: of Religion ; the private Ccniinels were
Soldiers of fortune, and not having their regular pay, lived

for the molt part upon free plunder : When they took

poiTeflion of a Town they rifled the Houfes of all that

were called Puritans, and turned their families out of

B , doors. Mr. Baxter fays, " That when he lived at Coven-

Life,p.44. " try after the battle of Edgehill, there wer above thirty

" worthy Minifters in that City who had fk thither for

" refuge from the Soldiers and popular fury, as he himfelf
tc

alfo had done, tho' they had never medled in the wars

;

" among thefe were the Reverend Mr. Vines, Mr. An-
" thony Burgefs, Mr. Burdal, Mr. Bromlhil, Dr. Bryan,
" Grew, Craddock, and others. And here (fays he) I

" mull: repeat the great Caufe cf the Parliament's ftrength,

" and of the King's ruin ; the debauched rabble, encou-
" raged by his Gentry, and feconded by the common
" Soldiers of his Army, took all that were called Puri-

" tans for their enemies ; io that if any Man was
tl noted for a flricr. and famous Preacher, or for a Man
" of a precife and pious life, he was plundered, abu-
*' fed, and put in danger of his life ; if a p rayed

" in his family, or was heard to repeal 1 Sei non, or

" fing a Pfalm, they prefently cried out Rebels, Round-
" heads, and all their money and gcous proved guilty,

" however innocent they were thei rfelves. Upon
" my certain Knowledge it was that filled the Ar-
" mies and Ganiibns of the Pafliament with fober and

" pious Men. Thoufands had no mind to meddle in

" the Wars, but to live pcaceablv at home, it" the
** uf



Chap. XII. of the Puritans. 479
" of the foldiers and drunkards would have differed them. K '"s

" Some flayed at home till they had been imprifon'd ; Y642"" fome till they had been plundered twice or thrice over, « -
<
- _j

'* and had nothing left ; others were quite tired out with
" the infolence or their neighbours ; with being quarter'd
'* upon, and put in continual danger of their lives, and fo

" they fought refuge in the Parliament Garrifons."

This was fo notorious, that at length it came to the King's Pro-

King's ear, who out of meer compafTion to his diftrefled
f

*
^'bet-

Subjects, jffued out a Proclamation, bearing date Nov. 25. ier Govem-

1642. for the better Government of his Army ; the pre- ment of kit

amble to which fets forth, " That his Majefly having taken
rmy*

" into his princely conilderation, the great mifery and ru-
ct in of his Subjects, by the plunderings, robbing, and
*' fpoiling of their Houfes, and taking from them their

" money, plate, houfhold (luff, Cattle, and other goods,

" under pretence of their being difaffe&ed to us and our
" fervice, and thefe unlawful and unjuft actions done by
" divers foldiers of our army, and others fheltering them-
" felves under that title ; his Majefly detefling fuch barba-
'* rous proceedings, forbids his officers and foldiers to make
*( any fuch feizures for the future, without his warrant.
* l And if they go on to plunder and fpoil the people, bys

<£ taking away their money, plate, houfhold goods, oxen,
*' fheep, or other cattle ; or any victuals, corn, hay, or

" other provifions, going to or from any market, without
fi making fatisfa£tion, his Majefly orders them to be pro-

" ceeded againfl by martial Law." This was as much as the

King could do in his prefent circumftances ; but it had Very

little effecl, for his Majefly having neither money nor (lores

for his army, the officers had them under no difcipline, be-

ing forced to connive at their living at free quarter upon the

people.

Thus this unhappy nation was miferably divided, and

thrown into convulfions, by an unnatural Civil War ; the

Nobility and Gentry with their dependants, being chiefly

with the King ; the Merchants, Tradefmen, fubitantial

Farmers, and in general, the middle fort of people through-

out the nation, being with the Parliament.

'Tis of little confequence to enquire, " Who began this The authors

" unnatural and bloody War," for if it was jutl and un- °^he c,vl1

avoidable on either fide, none will blame them for taking

all necefTary precautions in their own defence, or making

ufe of fuch advantages as providence put into their hands

ta
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to ^e êat tne deSigns °f the enemy. His Majefty profeffed

'

1642.
' before God, to his Nobles at York, " Th;ii he had no in-

v—v—-^ " tenticn to make War upon his Parliament." And in his

laft fpeech on the fcafFold he affirms, " That he did not be-
" gin a War with the two Houfes of Parliament, but that

" they began with him upon the point of the Militia j and
" if any body will look upon the dates of the Commiflions
" (fays his Majefty) theirs and mine, they will fee clearly

" that they began thefe unhappy troubles, and not I." But
with all due fubmiflion to fo great an authority, Were the

dates of Commiflions for raifing the Militia the beginning

of the War ? Were not the Crown Jewels firft pawned in

Holland, and Armr, Ammunition and Artillery, fent over

to the King at York ? Did not his Majefty fummon the

Gentlemen and Freeholders to attend him as an extraordi-

nary Guard, in his progrefs in the North, and appear be-

fore Hull in a warlike manner, before the railing the Mili-
Memoirs, tia ? Were not thefe warlike Preparations ? Dr. Welwood
fm * fays, and, I think, all impartial judges muft think with him,

that they look very much that way. Mr. Echard is fur-

prized that " the King did not put himfelf into a pofture
*' of defence fooner ;" but he would have ceafed to won-
der, if he had remember'd the Words of Lord Clarendon,
" The reafon why the King did not raife Forces fooner was,
" becaufe he had neither Arms nor Ammunition, and till

" thefe could be procured from Holland, let his provocations

" and fufferings be what they could be, he was to fubmit
" and bear it patiently." It was therefore no want of

Will, but mere Neceflity, that hinder'd the King's ap-

pearing in arms fooner than he did. Father Orleans con-

feffes, that it was agreed wijh the Queen in the Cabinet

Council at Windfor, that while her Majefty was negotiating

in Holland, the King fhould retire to York and there make
his firfl Levies. He adds, " That all mankind believed
*' that his Majefty was underhand preparing for War, that

" the fword might cut afunder thofe knots he had made with
" his pen."

The Qneen. But in order to excufe the unhappy King, u.'io was facri-

ficed in the houfe of his friends, a load of guilt is, with

great juftice, laid upon the Queen, who had a plenitude of

power over his Majefty, and could turn him about which way
fhe pleafed. Bifhop Burnet favs, " That by the liveliness of

Hift I if*
" ber difcourfe fhe made great imprefliqns upon the King ;

anilTimw,. " fo that to the Queen'* want of judgment, and the Kit
••' OWI
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" own temper, the fequel of all his misfortunes was ow- KinS

" ing. Bifhop Kennet acids, that the King's Match with
x

" **_
'

c< this Lady was a greater judgment upon the Nation than <^—y— Jj

" the plague which then raged in the Land ; and that the Com[lHift,

" influence of a {lately Queen over an affectionate Huf-
" band proved very fatal both to Prince and People,
M and laid in a vengeance to future Generations." The
Queen was a great bigot to her Religion, and was directed

by her Father Confeftor to protect the Roman Catholicks,

even to the hazard of the King's Crown and Dignity.

Though his Majefly ufually confulted her Majefly in all af-

fairs of State, yet fhe fometimes prefumed to a£t without

the King, and to make ufe of his name without his know-
ledge. " It was the Queen that made all the great Of-
" ficers of State (fays Lord Clarendon) no preferments
" were bellowed without her Allowance." She was an

Enemy to Parliaments, and pufhed the King upon the mod
arbitrary and unpopular actions, to raife the Englifh Go-
vernment to a level with the French. It was the Queen
that countenanced the Irifh Infurrection ; that obliged the

King to go to the Houfe of Commons and feize the five

Members ; and that was at the head of the Council at

Windfor, in which it was determined to break with the

Parliament and prepare for War ; this (fays the noble Hif-

torian) (viz.) the King's perfe6t adoration of his Queen, his

resolution to do nothing without her, and his being inexo-

rable as to every thing he promifed her, " was the Root
" and Caufe of all other Grievances." The two Houfes

often petitioned the King not to admit her Majefly into his

Councils, nor to follow her advice in matters of State ; but

he was not to be moved from his too fervile regards to her

dictates, even to his death.

Sundry others of his Majefly's Privy Council had their Evil Coun*

mare in bringing on the calamities of the Civil War, tho' fellow.

when it broke out they were either dead, difperfed or im-

prifoned, as the Duke of Buckingham, Earl of Strafford,

Archbifhop Laud, Finch, W'indebank, Nov, &c. Thefe
were the mofl bufy Aftors at the Council Table, the Star

Chamber, and Court of High CommifTion, and were at

the head of all the monopolies and illegal projects that en-

flaved the Nation for above twelve years, and might have

done it for ever, had they been good hulbands of the King's

Treafure, and not brought upon themfelves the armed force

of a neighbouring Nation. The politicks of thefe Statef-

men were very unaccountable, for as long as they could fub-

Vol. II. H h fill
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fift without a Parliamentary Supply, they went on with

1642. their Ship Money, Coat and Conduct Money, Monopo-
C—y*-^ lies, and all the other fprings of the prerogative ; while the

Parliament fat thcfe were fufpended, in expectation of a

fupply from the two Houfes, before they enquired into the

late inroads upon the confutation ; but when this could not

be obtained they broke up the Parliament in difguit, fined

and irnprifoned the Members for their freedom of Speech

in the Houfe, and returned to their former methods of arbi-

trary Government. All King Charles's Parliaments were
diffolved in this manner, even to the prefent, which would
undoubtedly have been treated in the fame way, had it not

been for the Act of Conftitution.
Warm Spi- On the other hand, a fpiritof Englifh Liberty had been

Koufeof
6

growing in the Nation for feme years, and the late oppref-

Commons. lions, inftead of extinguishing it, had only kept it under
ground, till having- collected more flrength, it broke out

with the greater violence ; the Patriots of the Conftitution

watched all opportunities to recover it, and when they ob-

tained a Parliament by the interpoiition of the Scots, were

ready to take toe fevere a revenge upon their late oppreffors,

and to enter upon too violent meafures in order to prevent

the return of power into thole hands that had fo fhamefully

abufed it. The hve Members of the Houfe of Commons,
and their friends, who were concerned in inviting the Scots

into England, faw their danger long before the King came
to the Houfe to feme them, which put them upon concert-

ing meafures " not only to reftore the Confliiulion,but to lav

" further Limitations upon the Royal power for a time,"

that they might not be expofed to the mercy of an incenfed

Prince as foon as he mould be delivered from the prefent

Parliament. 'Tis true, his Majefty offered a general Par*

don at the breaking up of the Seilion, but thefe Members"
were afraid to rely upon it, becaufe (as was laid) there was

no appearance that his Majefty would govern by L aw for the

future, any more than he had done before.

The King being made fenfible ot the deiigns of the

Commons, watched all opportunities to difperfe them, but

not being able to gain his poult, he determined to Lave the

two Houfes, and act no longer in concert with them, which
was in effect to break them up ; for to what purpofe mould
the Houfes fit, if the King will pafs none of their Laws ;

and forbid his Subjects to obey any of their Votes or Ordi-

nances
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nances without the Royal Affent ? it was this divided and

broke the Conftitution, and reduced the Parliament to this

dilemma, either to go heme, and leave all things in the

hands of the King and Queen, and their late Miniftry ; or

to a6t by themfelves, as the Guardians of the People, in a

time of imminent danger : Had they diffolved themfelves,

or flood fiill while his Majefty had garrifoned the ftrong for-

treffes of Portfmouth and Hull, and got poffeftion of all

the Arms, Artillery and Ammunition of the Kingdom ; had
they fuffered the Fleet to fall into his Majefty's hands, and
gone on petitioning for the Militia, or for his Majefty's re-

turn to his two Houfes of Parliament, till the Queen was
returned with foreign Recruits, or the Iriih at liberty to

fend his Majefty afiiilance from thence, both they, and we
their pofterity, muft in all probability have been buried un-

der the ruins of the liberties of our Country. The two
Houfes were notinfenfible of the rifle they run in crofting

the meafures of their Sovereign, under whole Government
they thought they were to live, and who had Counfellors

about him who would not fail to put him upon the fevered

reprifals as foon as the Sword of the Kingdom fhould return

into his hands ; but they apprehended that their own and

the publick fafety was at flake ; that the King was prepar-

ing to act againft them, by railing extraordinary guards to

his perfon, and fending for Arms ani Ammunition from
abroad ; therefore they ventur'd to make a ftand in their

own defencej and to perform fuch Acts of Sovereignty as

were neceffary to put it out of the power of the Court tq

trample upon the Religion and Liberties of their Coun-
try.

But though in a juft and neceffary War, 'tis of little mo-
ment to enquire who began it, 'tis neverthelefs of great

confequence to confider on which fide the juftice of it lies.

Let us therefore take a fhort view of the arguments on the

King's fide with the Parliament's Reply.

i. It was argued by the Royalifts, <( That all Grie- Thegroundi
" vances both real and imaginary were removed by the a"d rta&m

" King's giving up Ship-Money, by his abolifhing the ™Je

h^
" Court of Honour, the Star-Chamber, and High Com- ciaren. Vol.

" miftion, and by his giving up the Biihops Votes in Parli- *• P- a6 *>

•' ament, &c.

Hh2 The
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The Parliament Writers own thefe to be very impor-

tant Conceffions, but far from comprehending all the real

and imaginary Grievances of the Nation, for the Queen
was ftill at the head of his Majefty's Councils, without

whofe approbation no confiderablc affairs of Government

were tranfacted. None of the Authors of the late opprefli-

ons v/ere brought to juftice, except the Earl of Strafford ;

and 'tis more than probable, that if the Parliament were

diffolved they would not only be pardoned, but reflored to

favour. Though the Bifhops were deprived of their Seats

in Parliament, yet the defeats in the publick Service (which

the Puritans complain'd of) were almoft untouched ; nor

were any effectual Meafures taken to prevent the growth of

Popery, which threaten'd the ruin of the proteftant Religi-

on.

2. It was argued further, <c That the King had provided

" againft any future oppreffions of the Subject by confent-

" ing to the Act for Triennial Parliaments.

To which it was replied, that the Triennial Act, in the

prefent fituation of the Court, was not a fuffieient fecurity

of our Laws and Liberties ; for fuppofe at the end of three

years, when the King was in full poffeffion of the regal

power, having all the Forts and Garrifons, Arms and Am-
munition of the Kingdom at his difpofal, with his old

Miniftry about him, the Council fliould declare, that the

Neceffity of his Majefty's Affairs obliged him to difpenfe

Avith the Triennial Act, what Sheriff of a County, or other

Officer, would venture to put it in execution ? befidcs, had

not the King, from this very principle, fufpended and broke

through the Laws of the Land for twelve years, before the

felling of this prefent Parliament ? and, did not his Majef-

ty yield to the new Laws with a manifeft reluctancy ? did

he not affect to call them Acts of Grace and not of Juftice ?

were not fome of them extorted from him by fuch argu-

ments as thefe ? " That his confent to them being forced,

" they were in themfelves invalid, and might be avoided in

CJaren.
" better times." Lord Clarendon fays, he had reafori to

Vol.11. believe this; and if his Lordfhip believed it, I can't

$>• 43°- fee how it can be called in queltion. Bifhop Burnet

is of the fame mind, for in the Hiftory of his Life

and Times he fays, " That his Majefty never came
*' into his conccfTions fcafonably, nor with a good Grace ;

" all appeared to be extorted from him ; and there
u were grounds to believe, that he intended not to

" Hand



Chap. XII. of the Puritans. 485
" to fland to them any longer, than he lay under that force King

" that vifibly drew them upon him, contrary to his Incli- *5™

" nations." To all which we may add the Words of Fa-

ther Orleans the Jefuit, who fays, " That all Mankind be-

" lieved at that time, that the King did not grant fo much
" but in order to revoke all."

3. But it was faid, " That the King had feen his mif-
*' take, and had fince vowed and protefted in the mod fo-

** lemn Manner, that for the future he would govern ac-
*' cording to Law.
To which it was replied ; That if the Petition of Right

fo folemnly ratified from the Throne, in prefence of both

Houfes of Parliament, was fo quickly broke through, what
dependance could be had upon the Royal Promife ? For
though the King himfelf might be a Prince of Virtue and
Honour, yet his Speeches (fays Mr. Rapin.) were full of

Ambiguities and fecret Referves, that left room for diffe-

rent Interpretations ; befides, many things were tranfacled

without his Knowledge, and therefore fo long as the Queen
was at the Head of his Councils they looked upon his

Royal Word but as the Promife of a Minor, or of a Man
under fuperior Direction, which was the moll favourable

Interpretation could be made of the many Violations of it

in the coude of fifteen years. " The Queen, who was
" directed by Popifh Counfels (fays Bifhop Burnet) could,

" by her fovereign Power, make the King do whatfoever.

" fhepleafed."

4. It was further urged, ec That the Parliament had in-

" vaded the Royal Prerogative, and ufurped the Legislative

" Power, without his Majefty's Confent, by claiming the
" Militia, and the Approbation of the chief Officers both
*' Civil and Military, and by requiring Obedience to their

*' Votes and Ordinances."

This the two Houfes admitted, and infifled upon it as

their Right, in cafes of Neceffity and of extreme Danger;
of which Neceffity and Danger, they, as the Guardians of

the Nation, and two Parts in three of the Legiflature, were
the proper Judges :

(C The Queflion is not (fay they)

" whether the King be the Fountain of Juflice and Pro-
*' tecfion ? or, Whether the Execution of the Laws be-
" longs primarily to him ? But if the King fhall refufe to

*' difcharge that Duty and Trufr, and fhall defert his Par-

" liament, and in a manner abdicate the Government,
** Whether there be not a Power in the two Houfes to pro-

<' vide for the Safety and Peace of the Kingdom ? cr, If

H, h 3
" there
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Kln£ M there be no Parliament fitting, whether the Nation does

1642.
" not return to a State of Nature, and is not at liberty to

U—y-<»«J " provide for its own defence by extraordinary methods ?"

This feems to have been the Cafe in the late Glorious Re-
volution of King William and Queen Mary, when the

Conftitution being broken, a Convention of the Nobility

and Commonalty was fummoned without the King's Writ,

to reftore the Religion and Liberties of the people, and place

the Crown upon another Mead.

5. But the King or, his part maintained, " That there

" was no Danger from him, but that all the Danger was
*' from a malignant party in the Parliament, who were
*' fubverting the Conftitution in Church and State. His
*' Majefty averred, That God and the Laws had intrufted

" him with the Guardianfhip and Protection of his people,

" and that he would take fuch care of them as he fhould be
f

' capable of anfwering for it to God."
With regard to Dangers and Fears the Parliament apr

pealed to the whole world, Whether there were not juffc

Grounds for them, after his Majefty had broke through the

Petition of Right, and attempted to break up the prefent

Parliament, by bringing the Army to London ; after he
had entered their Houfe with an armed Force, to feize five

of their Members ; after he had deferted his Parliament,

and refolved to act no longer in concert with them ; after

his Majefty had begun to raife Forces under pretence of

an extraordinary Guard to his Perfon,and endeavoured to get

the Forts and Ammunition of the Kingdom into his Pof-

fefllon, againft the time when he fhould receive Supplies

from abroad ; after they had feen the dreadful Effects of

a bloody and unparallel'd Infurrection and Maffacre of the

Proleftants in Ireland, and were continually alarmed with

the Increafe, and infolent Behaviour of the Papifts at

home ; and laftly, after they found it impracticable, by
their moft humble Petitions and Remonftrances, to remove
the Queen and her Cabal of Papifts from the Direction of

the King's Councils ; after all thefe things (fays they)

Rapin, p.
° We muft maintain the Grounds of our Fears to be of

468. « that Moment, that we cannot difcharge the Truft and
M Duty which lies upon us, unlefs we do apply ourfelvcs to

" the ufe of thofe means, which God and the Laws have
*' put into our hands, for the nctcllary defence and fatety
•'* of the Kingdom."

There
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There were certainly ftrong, and perhaps unreafonabte Kins

Jealoufies, and Apprehenfions of Danger on both Sides.
I0

-'

"

The King complained, that he was driven from Whitehall \_0r-,v
- _P

by popular Tumults, where neither his Perion nor Family Jealoufies on

were in Safety. He was jealous (as he hid) for the Laws bolhfldes '

and Liberties of his People, and was apprehendve that his

Parliament intended to change the Conftitution, and to

wrefl the Royal Scepter and Sword out of his hands. On
the other Side, the two Houfes had their " Fears and Dif-
*' trufts of their own and the publick Safety ;" they were
apprehenfive, that if they put all the Forts and Garrifons

of the Kingdom, with the Power of the Sword, into the

King's Hand, when they were diffolved, his Majeily, by
the Influence of his Queen and his old Counfellors, would
return to his Maxims of arbitrary Power, and never call

another Parliament j that he would take fevere Revenge
upon thofe Members that had expofed his Government,
and difgraced his Minifters ; and, in a word, that he would
break through the late Laws, as having been extorted from
him by Violence and Force ; but it was very much in the

King's Power, even to the Treaty of Uxbridge in the year

1644-5, to have removed their Diilruirs, and thereby

have faved both Church and Nation ; for, fays the noble

Hiftorian, " The Parliament took none of the Points of vol. H.
*' Controverfy lefs to Heart, or were lefs united in any 581, 504.

'* thing than what concerned the Church." And with re-

gard to the State, ** That many of them were for Peace,
" provided they might have indemnity for what was paffed,
<f and Security for time to come." Why then was not

this Indemnity, and Security offered ? Which mull necef-

farily have divided the Parliamentarians, and obliged the

mod rigorous to recede from their high and exorbitant

Demands ? And by confequence have rertored the King to

the peaceable poffeflion ol his Throne.

Upon the whole, if we believe with the noble Hifto-
T}ie Con_

rian and the Writers on that Side, * That the King was dufion.

*' driven by Violence from his Palace at Whitehall, and
" could not return with Safety ; that all real and imagina-
** ry Grievances of Church and State were redreffed ; and
" that the Kingdom was fufficiently fecured from all future

" Inroads of Popery and arbitrary Power by the Laws in

" being ;
" then the Juftice and Equity of the War was

" mod certainly with the King. But if we believe,

" That the King voluntarily deferted his Parliament, and
'* that it was owing alone to his Majefty's own peremp-

H h 4 " tory
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c£« I
** t0r^ ref°' ut ion > tnat ne would not return (as Lord Cla-

1642.
' " rendon obferves.) If by this means the Conflitution was

c broken, and the ordinary courfe of Juftice neceffarily
f interrupted. If there were fundry Grievances lull to be

" redrefTed, and the King refolved to flicker himfelf under
" the Laws in being, and to make no further conceflions.

*' If there were juft reafons to fear, with Bifhop Burnet
" and Father Orleans, that the King would abide by the

" late laws no longer than he was under that force that

*' brought them upon him." In a word, " If in the Judg-
" ment of the majority of Lords and Commons, the king-

" dom was in imminent danger of the return of Popery and
" arbitrary Power, and his Majefty would not condefcend
*' fo much as to a temporary Security for their fatisfaclion ;'*

then we mud conclude, that the Caufe of the Parliament,

at the fetting out of the War, and for fome years after, was
not only juftifiable, but commendable and glorious ; efpe-

ciallv, if we may believe their moll: folemn Proteftation, in

the Prefence of Almighty God, to the Kingdom and the

Rufliw. whole World ;
" That no private paflion or refpedt, no evil

Vol. if. a intention to his Majefty's Perfon, no defigns to the pre-

b^j ' '* judice of his juft Honour or Authority, had engaged them
" to raife Forces, and take up arms againfl: the Authors of,

" this War in which the Kingdom is inflamed.'*

A P P E N-
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Articles of Religion agreed upon by

the Archbifhops and Bifhops, and the reft of

the Clergy of Ireland, in the Convocation hol-

den at Dublin in the Year of our Lord 1 6
1
5.

for the avoiding of Diverfities of Opinions,

and the eftablifhing of Confent touching true

Religion.

N. B. In thefe Articles are comprehended almoft

Word for Word the nine Articles agreed on at

Lambeth the 20th of November 1595. This

Mark f in the Margin points at each of them, and
their Number.

Of the Holy Scripture and the three Creeds.

i.npHE Ground of our Religion, and the Rule of

Faith, and all faving Truth, is the Word of God,
**" contained in the Holy Scripture.

2. By the name of Holy Suripture we nnderftand all

the Canonical Books of the Old and new Teftament, viz.

Of
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Of the Old Teflament.

The five Books of Mofes,
Jofhua,

Judges,

Ruth,

The firft and fecond of Sa-

muel,

The firftand fecond of Kinsrs*

The hrft and fecond of Chro-
nicles,

Ezra,

Nehemiah,
Either,

Job,

Pfalms,

Proverbs,

Ecclefiaftes,

The Song of Solomon,
Ifaiah,

Jeremiah, his Prophefy and

Lamentations,

Ezekiel,

Daniel,

The Twelve lefs Prophets.

Of the New Teflament.

The Gofpels according to

Matthew,
Mark,
Luke,

John,

The Ads of the Apoftles,

The EpifHe of St. Paul to

the Roman?,
The firft and fecond Epiftle

to the Corinthians,

Galatians,

Ephefians,

Philippians,

ColofTians,

The firft and fecond Epiftle

to the Theflalonians,

The firft and fecond Epiftle

to Timothy,
Titus,

Philemon,

Hebrews,
The Epiftle of St. James,
The two Epiftles of St. Peter,

The three Epiftles of St.

John,
St. Jude,

The Revelation of St. John.

All which we acknowledge to be given by the Infpiration

of God, and in that regard to be of moft certain Credit ana

higheft Authority.

3. The other Books, commonly called Apocryphal, did

not proceed from fuch infpiration, and therefore are not

of fufficient Authority to eftablifh any Point of Do£trinc ;

but the Church doth read them as Books containing many
worthy Things for Example of Life and Inftruction ot

Manners.

Such
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Such are thefe following ;

The third Book of Efdras,

The fourth Book of Efdras,

The Book of Tobias,

The Book of Judith,

Additions to the Book of
Efther,

The Book of Wifdom,
The Book of Jefus the Son

of Sirach, called Ecclefia-

flicus,

Baruch, with the Epiftle of

Jeremiah,

The Song of the three Chil-

dren,

Sufanna,

Bell and the Dragon,

The Prayer of Manafles,

The firfl: Book of Maccabees,

The fecond Book of Macca-
bees.

4. The Scriptures ought to be tranflated out of the

Original Tongues into all Languages, for the common
Ufe of all Men. Neither is any Perfon to be difcour-

aged from reading the Bible in fuch a Language as he
doth underftand, but ferioufly exhorted to read the fame
with great Humility and Reverence, as a fpecial Means
to bring him to the true Knowledge of God, and of his own
Duty.

5. Although there be fome hard things in the Scripture

(efpecially fuch as have proper relation to the times in which
they are firfl uttered, and prophefies of things which were
afterwards to be fulfilled) yet all things neceffary to be

known unto everlafting Salvation are clearly delivered there-

in ; and nothing of that Kind is fpoken under dark Myfte-

ries in one place, which is not in other places fpoken more
familiarly and plainly to the capacity both of learned and

unlearned.

6. The Holy Scriptures contain all Things necefTary to

Salvation, and are able to inftru<Er. fufficiently in all Points of

Faith that we ?re bound to believe, and all good Duties that

we are bound to practife.

7. All and every the Articles contained in the Nicene

Creed, the Creed of Athanafius, and that which is common-
ly called the Apoftles Creed, ought firmly to be received

and believed, for they may be proved by moil certain War-
rant of Holy Scripture.

Of
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Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.

8. *Tp HERE is but one Living and true God everlaft-

JL ing, without Body, Parts, or Paflions, of infinite

Power, Wifdom and Goodnefs ; the Maker and Preferver

of all Things, both vifible and invifible. And in Unity of

this Godhead there be three Perfons of One and the fame

Subftance, Power and Eternity, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Ghoft,

9. The Effence of the Father doth not beget the Effence

of the Son ; but the Perfon of the Father begetteth the

Perfbn of the Son, by communicating his whole Effence to

the Perfon begotten from Eternity.

10. The Holy Ghoft proceeding from the Father and the

Son, is of one Subftance,Majefty and Glory,with the Father

and the Son, very and eternal God.

G
Of God's eternal Decree, and Predeftination.

O D from all Eternity did, by his unchangeable

Counfel, ordain whatfover in time mould come to

pafs ; yet fo, as thereby no Violence is offered to the Wills

of the reafonable Creatures, and neither the Liberty nor the

Contingency of the fecond Caufes is taken away, but efta-

blifhed rather.

t *• 12. " By the fame eternal Counfel God hath prcdefti-

" nated fomc unto Life, and reprobated fome unto Death ;

"t" "*• M of both which there is a certain Number, known only

" to God, which can neither be increafed nor diminifh-

« ed."

13. Predeftination to Life is the everlafting Purpofe of

God, whereby before the Foundations of the World were

laid, he hath conftantly decreed in his fecret Counfel, to

deliver from Curfe and Damnation, thofe whom he hath

chofen in Chrift out of Mankind, and to bring them by

Chritt unto everlafting Salvation, as Veffels made to Ho-
nour.

I II. 14. " The Caufe moving God to predeftinate unto
" Life, is not the forefeeing of Faith, or Perleverance, or

" good Works, or of any Thing which is in the Perfon
te pedeftinated, but only the good P'eafure of God him-
" ielf." For all Things being ordained for the M.inilclta-

tion of his Glory, and his Glory being to appear, both in

the
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the Works of his Mercy and of his Juftice, it feemed good

to his heavenly Wifdom to choofe out a certain Number to-

wards whom he would extend his undeferved Mercy, leaving

the reft to be Spectacles of his Juftice.

15. Such as are predeftinated unto Life be called accord-

ing unto God's Purpofe (his Spirit working in due Seitfori)

and through Grace they obey the Calling, they be juftified

freely ; they be made Sons of God by Adoption ; they be

made like the Image of his only begotten Son Jefus Chrift,

they walk religiouily in good Works, and at length by God's

Mercy they attain to everlafting Felicity. " But fuch as IV. •{•

'* are not predeftinated to Salvation mail finally be condem-
" ned for their Sins."

16. The godly Confederation of Predeftination, and our

Election in Chrift, is full of fweet, pleafant, and un-

fpeakable Comfort to godly Perfons, and fuch as feel in

themfelves the Working of the Spirit of Chrift, mortify-

ing the Works of the Flefh, and their earthly Members,
and drawing up their Minds to high and heavenly Things,

as well becaufe it doth greatly confirm and eftablifh their

Faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through Chrift, as

becaufe it doth fervently kindle their Love towards God

;

and on the contrary fide, for curious and carnal Perfons,

lacking the Spirit of Chrift, to have continually before

their Eyes the Sentence of God's Predeftination, is very dan-

gerous.

17. We muft receive God's Promifes in fuch wife as

they be generally fet forth unto us in Holy Scripture
;

and in our Doings, that Will of God is to be followed

which we have expreily declared unto us in the Word of

God.

Of the Creation and Government of all Things,

18.TN the Beginning of Time, when no Creature had

X any Being, God by his Word alone, in the Space of

fix Day, created all Things ; air' afterwards by his Provi-

dence doth continue, propagate, and order them according

to his own Will.

19. The principal Creatures are Angels and Men.
10. Of Angels, fome continued in that holy State

wherein they were created, and are by God's Grace for

ever eftablifhed therein ; others fell from the fame, and are

referved in Chains of Darknefs unto the Judgment of the

great Day.

21. Man
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21. Man being at the beginning created according to the

Image of God (which confifted efpecially in the Wifdom of

his Mind, and the true holinefs of his Free-will) had the

Covenant of the Law ingrafted in his heart, whereby God
did promife unto him everlafting Life, upon condition that

he performed entire and perfect obedience unto his Com-
mandments* according to that meafure of ftrength where-
with he was endued in his Creation, and threaten'd death

unto him if he did not perform the fame.

Of the Fall of Man, Original Sin, and the State of Mart
before Juftifkation.

S2.T)Y one man Sin entered into the World, and Death

D by Sin, and fo Death went over all men, for as

much as all have finned.

23. Original Sin ftandeth not in the imitation of Adam
(as the Pelagians dream) but is the fault and corruption

of the nature of every perfon that naturally is ingender'd

and propagated from Adam, whereby it cometh to pais,

that man is deprived of original righteoufnefs, and by

nature is bent unto Sin ; and therefore in every Perfon

born into the world it deferveth God's Wrath and Dam-
nation.

24. This Corruption of Nature doth remain even in thofe

that are regenerated, whereby the flefh always lufteth

againlt the fpirit, and cannot be made fubjecT: to the Law
of* God. And howfoever, for Chrifl fake, there be no
condemnation to fuch as are regenerate and do believe, yet

doth the Apoftle acknowledge, that in itfelf this concii-

-j- IX. pifcence hath the nature of Sin.

25. ** The condition of Man, after the Fall of Adam
" is fuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himfelf, by
" his own natural ftrength and good works, to faith,

*' and calling upon God." Wherefore we have no power

to do good works, pleafing and acceptable unto God, with*

out the grace of God preventing us, that we may have

a good will, and working with us, when we have that goo i

will.

26. Works done before the grace of Chrift, and the

infpiration of his Spirit, are not pleafing uiUo God, for as

much as they fpring not of Faith in Jefus Chrilr, neither

do they make men meet to receive Grace, or (as the

School-Authors fay) deferve Grace of Congruity
;

yea ra-

ther,
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ther, for that they are not done in fuch fort as God hath

willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not

but they are finful.

27. AH fins are not equal, but fome far more heinous

than others ; yet the very lead is of its own nature mortal,

and without God's Mercy maketh the offender liable unto

everlafling damnation.

28. God is not the author of Sin ; howbeit he doth not

only permit, but alio by his providence govern and order

the fame, guiding it in fuch fort by his infinite Wifdom,
as it turneth to the manifeflation of his own Glory, and

to the good of his Ele£t.

Of Chrift, the Mediator of the fecond Covenant.

29.*T1 HE Son, which is the word of the Father, begot-

X ten from everlafling of the Father, the true and

eternal God, of one Subftance with the Father, took man's
nature in the Womb of the bleffed Virgin, of her fub-

flance ; fo that two whole and perfect Natures, that is to

fay, the Godhead and Manhood, were infeparably joined

in one Perfon, making one Chrift, very God and very

man.

30. Chrift, in the truth of our nature, was made like

unto us in all things, Sin only excepted, from which he
was dearly void, both in his Life and in his Nature. He
came as a Lamb without fpot to take away the Sins of the

World, by the facrifice of himfelf once made, and Sin (as

St. John faith) was not in him. He fulfilled the law for us

perfectly ; for our fakes he endured moft grievous tor-

ments immediately in his Soul, and moll: painful fufferings

in his Body. He was crucified, and died to reconcile his

Father unto us ; and to be a facrifice not only for origi-

nal guilt, but alfo for all our actual tranfgreffions. He
was buried and defcended into Hell, and the third day rofe

from the dead, and took again his bodv, with flefh, bones,

and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's na-

ture, wherewith he afcended into Heaven, and there fit-

teth at the right hand of his Father, until he return to judge
all men at the lart dav.

Of
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Of the communicating of the Grace of Chrift.

3 1. '""I—HEY are to be condemned that prefume to fay,

X. that every man fhall be faved by the Law or Se£t

which he profeffeth, fo that he be diligent to frame his

life according to that Law, and the Light of Nature ; for

holy Scripture doth fet out unto us only the name of Jefus

Chrifr. whereby men muft be laved.

f VIII. 32. " None can come unto Chiift uniefs it be given unto
" him, and uniefs the Father draw him. And all men are

" not fo drawn by the Father, that they may come
•^ VII. «« unto the Son ; neither is there fuch a fufficient meafur*

" of Grace vouchfafed unto every man, wherereby he is

" enabled to come unto everlafting Life."

33. All God's Elecl are in their time infeparably united

unto Chrift, by the effectual and vital influence of the Holy
Ghoft, derived from him, as from the Head, unto every

true member of his myftical Body. And being thus made
one with Chrifr. they are truly regenerated, and made par-

takers of him and all his Benefits.

Of Juftification and Faith.

34-¥ Y?E are accounted righteous before God, only for

VV the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift,

applied by Faith, and not for our own Works or Merits.

And this Righteoufnefs, which we fo receive of God's
Mercy and Chrift's Merits, embraced by Faith, is taken,

accepted, and allowed of God, for our perfect and full

Juftification.

35. Although this Juftification be free unto us, yet it

cometh not fo freely unto us, that there is no ranlom paid

therefore at all. God fhewed his great Mercy in deliver-

ing us from our former captivity, without requiring of any

•ranfom to be paid, or amends to be made on our parts,

which thing by us had been unpoffible to be done. And
whereas all the world was not able of themfelves to pay

any part towards their ranfom, it pleafi d our heavenly

Father, of his infinite mercy, without any deleft of ours,

to provide for us the moft precious merits of his own Son,

whereby our Ranfom might be fully paid, the Law ful-

filled, and his Jufticc fully fatisfied ; fo that Chrift is now
the Righteoufnefs of all^ them that truly bclie\c in him :

He
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He for them paid their Ranfom by his Death ; he for

them fulfilled the Law in his Life ; that now in him, and

by him, every true Chriftian Man may be called a Fulfil-

ler of the Law ; for as much as that which our Infirmity

was not able to effecl:, Chrift's Juftice hath performed ;

and thus the Juftice and Mercy of God do embrace each

other, the Grace of God not fhutting out the Juftice of

God in the matter of our Juftification, but only (hutting

out the Juftice of Man (that is to fay, the Juftice of our

own Works) from being any Caufe of deferving our Jufti-

fication.

36. When we fay, that we are juftified by Faith on-

ly, we do not mean, that the faid juftifying Faith is alone

in Man without true Repentance, Hope, Charity, and the

Fear of God ; (for fuch a Faith is dead, and cannot jufti-

fy) neither do we mean, that this our A£t to believe in

Chrift, or this our Faith in Chrift, which is within us,

doth of it felf juftify us, or deferve our Juftification unto

us (for that were to account ourfelves to be juftified by the

Virtue or Dignity of fomething that is within ourfelves ;)

but the true Underftanding and Meaning thereof is, that

although we hear God's Word and believe it ; although

we have Faith, Hope, Charity, Repentance, and the Fear

cf God within us, and add never fo many good Works
thereunto, yet we muft renounce the Merit of all our faid

Virtues, of Faith, Hope, Charity, and all our other Vir-

tues and good Deeds, which we either have done, fhall

do, or can do, as Things that be far too weak and unper-

fe£r, and unfufficient to deferve Remiffion of our Sins and

our Juftification ; and therefore we muft truftonly in God's

Mercy, and the Merits of his moll dearly beloved Son,

our only Redeemer, Saviour, and Juftifier, Jefus Chrift.

Neverthelefs, becaufe Faith doth dire&ly fend us to Chrift

for our Juftification, and that by Faith, given us of God,
we embrace the Promife of God's Mercy, and the Remif-

fion of our Sins (which Thing none other of our Virtues

or Works properly doth) therefore the Scripture ufeth to lay,

that " Faith without Works," and the antient Fathers of

the Church to the fame purpofe, that " only Faith" doth

juftify us.

37. By juftifying Faith we underftand not only the com-
mon Belief of. the Articles of Chriftian Religion, and a

Perfwafion of the Truth of God's Word in general, but

iilio a particular Application of the gracious Promiies of

Vol. II. I i
the
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the Gofpel to the Comfort of our own Souls, whereby we
lay hold on Chrifl with all his Benefits, having an earned

Truft and Confidence in God, that he will be merciful

f VI. unto us for his only Son's fake. " So that a true Believer

" may be certain, by the Affurance of Faith, of the For-
*' givenefs of his Sins, and of his everlafting Salvation by

" Chrift."

x v 38. " A true lively juftifying Faith, and the fan£tifying

" Spirit of God, is not extinguished, nor vanifheth away in

" the regenerate, either finally or totally."

Of Sanclification and good Works.

2,g. ALL that are jufiified are likewife fanctified, their

il Faith being always accompanied with true Repen-
tance and good Works.

40. Repentance is a Gift of God, whereby a godly Sor-

row is wrought in the Heart of the Faithful for offending

God, their merciful Father, by their former TranfgrerTions,

together with a conftant Refolution for the time to come to

cleave unto God, and to lead a new Life.

41. Albeit that good Works, which are the Fruits of

Faith, and follow after Juftification, cannot make Satisfac-

tion for our Sins, and endure the Severity of God's Judg-
ment, yet are they pleating to God, and accepted of

him in Chrift, and do fpring from a true and lively

Faith, which bv them is to be difcerned, as a Tree by the

Fruit.

42. The Works which God would have his People to

walk in, are fuch as he hath commanded in his Holy Scrip-

ture, and not fuch Works as Men have devifed out of their

own Brain, of a blind Zeal and Devotion, without the War-
rant of the Word of God.

43. The regenerate cannot fulfil the Lav/ of God perfect-

ly in this Life, tor in many Things we offend all ;
" and if

tc we fay we have no Sin, we deceive ourfelves, and the

" Truth is not in us."

44. Not every heinous Sin willingly committed after

Baptifrn, is Sin againlt the Holy Ghoft and unpardonable ;

and therefore to fuch a$ [all into Sin alter Baptifm, place for

Repentance is not to be denied.

45. Voluntary Work^, betides, over and above God's

Commandments, which the}- call Works of Supereroga-

tion, cannot be taught without Arrogant v and Impiety ;

for
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for by them Men do declare, that they do not only render

unto God as much as they are bound to do, but that they do
more tor his fake than of bounden Duty is required.

Of the Service of God.

46
Y"\ U R Duty towards God, is to believe in him, to fearW him, and to love him with all our Hearts, with ail

our Mind, and with all our Soul, and with all our Strength ;

to worfhip him and to give him thanks, to put our whole
Truft in him, to call upon him, to honour his holy

Name and his Word, and to ferve him truly all the Days
of our Life.

47. In all our necefllties we ought to have recourfe unto

God. by Prayer, affuring ourfelves, that whatfoever we aIk

of the Father in the Name of his Son (our only Mediator
and Interceffor) Chrift Jems, and according to his Will, he
will undoubtedly grant it.

48. We ought to prepare our Hearts before we pray, and

underfUnd the Things that we afk when we pray, that both

our Hearts and Voices may together found in the Ears of

God's Majefty.

49. When Almighty God fmiteth us with Affliction, or

fome great Calamity hangeth over us, or any other weighty

Caufe fo requireth, it is our Duty to humble ourfelves in

failing, to bewail our Sins with a forrowful Heart, and to

addict ourfelves to earned: Prayer, that it might pleafe God
to turn his Wrath from us, or fupply us with fuch Graces

as we greatly Hand in need of.

50. Failing is a with-holding of Meat, Drink, and all

natural Food, with other outward Delights, from the Body,

for the determined Time of Fafting. " As for thofe Abfti-

" nencies which are appointed by publick Order of our
n State, for eating of Fifh, and forbearing of Flefh at cer-
" tain Times and Days appointed, they are no ways meant
" to be religious Fafts nor intended for the Maintenance of
" any Superftition in the Choice of Meats, but are groun-
ft ded meerly upon politick Confederations, for Provifion of
" Things tending to the better Prefervation of the Com-
w monwealth."

51. We mufl not faft with this Perfuafion of Mind, that

our fafting can bring us to Heaven, or afcribe outward Ho-
linefs to the Work wrought ; for God alloweth not our Faft

for the Work's fake (which of itfelf is a Thing meerly in-

I i 2 different)

49?
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different) but chiefly refpecteth the Heart, how it is affec-

ted therein ; it is therefore requifite, that firft before all

Things we cleanfe our Hearts from Sin, and then direct our

Fad to fuch Ends as God will allow to be good ; that the

Flefh may thereby be chadifed, the Spirit may be more
fervent in Prayer, and that our Fading may be a Tedimo-
ny of our humble SubmifTion to God's Majefty, when we
acknowledge our Sins unto him, and are inwardly touched

with forrowfulnefs of Heart, bewailing the fame in the Af-

fliction of our Bodies.

52. All worfhip devifed by Man's Fantafy, befides or con-

trary to the Scriptures (as wandering on Pilgrimages, fetting

up of Candles, Stations, and Jubilies, Pharifaical Seels, and

feigned Religions, praying upon Beads, and fuch lilceSuper-

ditionj hath not only no Promife of Reward in Scripture,

but contrariwife, Threatnings and Maledictions.

53. All manner of exprefling God the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Ghod, in an outward Form, is utterly unlaw-

ful ; as alio all other Images devifed or made by Man to the

Ufe of Religion.

54. All religious Worfhip ought to be given to God alone,

from whom all Goodnefs, Health and Grace ought to be

both afked and looked for, as from the very Author and Gi-

ver of the fame, and from none.other.

55. The Name of God is to be ufed with all Reverence

and holy Refpect, and therefore all vain and rafh Swear-

ing is utterly to be condemned
; yet notwithdanding up-

on lawful Occafions, an Oath mav be given and taken,

according to the Word of God, Judice, Judgment, and

Truth.

56. The fird Day of the Week, which is the Lord's Day,
is wholly to be dedicated to the Service of God, and there-

fore we are bound therein to red from our common and

daily Bufinefs, and to bedow that Leifuie upon holy Excr-

eifes, both publick and private.

Of the Civil Magiftrate.

57. '""I"" HE King's Majefty under God hath the Sovereign

_L and chief Power, within his Realms and Domi-
nions, over all manner of Perfons, of what Eftate, either

Ecclefiaftical or Civil, foever they be, io as no other fo-

reign Power hath or ought to have any Superiority over

them.

s8. We
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58. We do profefs, that the fupreme Government of all

Eftates within the faid Realms and Dominions, in all

Caufes, as well Ecclefiaftical as Temporal, doth of right

appertain to the King's Highnefs. Neither do we give

unto him hereby the Administration of the Word and Sa-

craments, or the Power of the Keys, but that Prerogative

only which we fee to have been always given unto all

godly Princes in holy Scripture by God himfelf; that is,

that he mould contain all Eflates and Degrees committed

to his Charge by God, whether they be Ecclefiaftical or

Civil, within their Duty, and reftrain the Stubborn and

Evil-Doers with the Power of the Civil Sword.

59. The Pope neither of himfelf, nor by any Authority

of the Church or See of Rome, or by any other Means
with any other, hath any Power or Authority to depofe

the King, or difpofe any of his Kingdoms or Dominions,

or to authorize any other Prince to invade or annoy him,

or his Countries, or to difcharge any of his Subjects of

their Allegiance and Obedience to his Majefty, or to give

Licenfe or Leave to any of them to bear Arms, raife Tu^
mult, or to offer any Violence or Hurt to his Royal Per-

fon, State or Government, or to any of his Subjects with-

in his Majefty's Dominions.

60. That Princes which be excommunicated or deprived

by the Pope may be depofed or murdered by their Subjects,

or any other whatfoever, is impious Doctrine.

61. The Laws of the Realm may punifh Chriftian Men
with death for heinous and grievous Offences.

62. It is lawful for Chriftian Men, at the Command-
ment of the Magiflrate, to bear Arms, and to ferve in juft

Wars.

Of our Duty towards our Neighbours.

63./~\UR Duty towards our Neighbours, is to love them

V/ as ourfelves, and to do to all Men as we would

they mould do to us ; to honour and obey our Superiors j

to preferve the Safety of Mens Perfons, as alfo their Cha-

ftity, Goods and good Names ; to bear no Malice nor Ha-
tred in our Hearts; to keep cur Bodies in Temperance,
Sobernefs and Chaflity ; to be true and juft in all our

Doings ; not to covet other Mens Goods, but labour

truly to get our own Living, and to do our Duty in

I i 3 that
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that Eftate of Life unto which it pleafeth God to

call us.

64. For the Prefervation of the Chaftity of Mens Per-

fons, Wedlock is commanded unto all Men that ftand in

need thereof. Neither is there any Prohibition by the

Word of God, hut that the Minifters of the Church may
enter into the State of Matrimony, they being no where
commanded by God's Law, either to vow the Eftate of

dingle Life, or to abftain from Marriage ; therefore it is

lawful alfo for them, as well as for all other Chriftian Men,
to marry at their own Difcretion, as they mail judge the

fame to ferve better to Godlinefs.

65. The Riches and Goods of Chriftians are not com-
mon, as touching the Right, Title, and PofleiTion of the

fame, as certain Anabaptifts faliely affirm ; notwithstand-

ing every Man ought of fuch Things as he polTerleth,

liberally to give Alms to the Poor, according to his

Ability.

66. Faith given i6 to be kept, even with Hereticks and

Infidels.

67. The Popifh Doclrine of Equivocation and Mental

Refervation is mod ungodly, and tendeth plainly to the

Subverfion of all human Society.

Of the Church, and outward Miniftry of the Gofpel.

68.
,TpHER E is but one Catholick Church (out of which

JL there is no Salvation) containing the univerfal Com-
pany of all the Saints that ever were, are, or fhall be, ga-

thered together in one Body, under one Head, Chrift Je-

fus; part whereof is already in Heaven triumphant, part as

yet militant here upon Earth. And becaufe this Church
confifteth of all thofe, and thofe alone, which are elected

by God unto Salvation, and regenerated by the Power of

his Spirit, the Number of whom is known only to God
himfelf, there fore if is called the Catholick or Univerfal,

and the Invifible Church.

69. But particular and vifible Churches (confiding of

thofe who make Profeflion of the Faith of Chrift, and

live under the outu aid Means of Salvation) be many in

number ; wherein, the more or lefs fincerely, according

to Chrift'slnftitution, the Word of God is taught, the Sa-

craments are adminiilcrM, and the Authority of the Keys
is ufed, the more or lefs pure are fuch Churches to be ac-

counted.

70. Al-
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70. Although in the vifible Church the Evil be ever

ngled with the Good ; and fometimes the Evil have chief

uthority in the Miniftration of the Word and Sacraments,

yet for as much as they do not the fame in their own
Name, but in Ch rill's, and minifter by his Commilhon and

Authority, we may ufe their Miniflry both in hearing the

Word, and in receiving the Sacraments. Neither is the

EfFecl of Chriil's Ordinance, taken away by their Wicked-
nefs, nor the Grace of God's Gifts diminifhed from fuch,

as by Faith, and rightly do receive the Sacraments mini-

llred unto them, which are effectual, becaufe of Chriil's

Inilitution and Promife, although they be minifler'd by
evil Men. Neverthelefs it appertaineth to the Difcipline

of the Church, that Inquiry be made of evil Miniilers,

and that they be accufed by thofe that have Knowledge of

their Offences, and finally being found guilty, by juil Judg-
ment be depofed.

71. It is not lawful for any Man to take upon him the

Office of publick Preaching, or miniflring the Sacraments

of the Church, unlefs he be firfl lawfully called, and fent

to execute the fame. And thofe we ought to judge law-

fully called and fent, which be chofen and called to this

Work by Men, who have publick Authority given them
in the Church, to call and fend Miniilers into the Lord's

Vineyard.

72. To have publick Prayer in the Church, or to admi-

nifter the Sacraments in a Tongue not underllood of the

People, is a Thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God
and the Cuftom of the Primitive Church.

73. That Perfon which by publick Denunciation of the

Church is rightly cut off from the Unity of the Church,
and excommunicate, ought to be taken of the whole Mul-
titude of the Faithful as a Heathen and Publican, until by
Repentance he be openly reconciled and received iiffc) the

Church, by the Judgment of fuch as have Authority in that

behalf.

74. God hath given Power to his Miniflers not fimply

to forgive Sins (which Prerogative he hath referved only

to himfelf) but in his name to declare and pronounce
unto fuch as truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy

Gofpel, the Abfolution and Forgivenefs of Sins. Nei-

ther is it God's Pleafure, that his People mould he tied

to make a particular Confefhon of all their known Sins

unto any mortal Man ; howfoever, any Perfon grieved in

his Confcience upon any fpecial Caufe, may well refort

I i 4 unto
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unto any godly and learned Minifter, to receive Advice and
Comfort at his Hands.

Of the Authority of the Church, general Councils, and

Bifhop of Rome.

75. 1 T is not lawful for the Church to ordain any Thing

I that is contrary to God's Word ; neither may it fo

expound one Place of Scripture that it be repugnant to

another. Wherefore, although the Church be a Witnefs,

and a Keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it ought not to decree

any Thing againft the fame, fo befides the fame ought it

not to enforce any Thing to be believed upon Neceflity

of Salvation.

76. General Councils may not be gathered together

without the Commandment and Will of Princes ; and

when they be gathered together (for as much as they be

an Affembly of Men not always governed with the Spirit

and Word of God) they may err, and fometimes have

erred, even in Things pertaining to the Rule of Piety

;

wherefore Things ordained by them as necefTary to Sal-

vation, have neither Strength nor Authority, unlefs it may
be fhewed that they be taken out of Holy Scriptures.

77. Every particular Church hath Authority to inftitute,

to change, and clean to put away Ceremonies and other

Ecclefiaftical Rites, as they be fuperfluous, or be abufed,

and to conftitute other, making more to Secmlinefs, to Or-
der, or Edification.

78. As the Churches of lerufalem, Alexandria and

Antioch have erred, fo alfo the Church of Rome hath

erred, not only in thofe things which concern Matters of

Practice and Point of Ceremonies, but alfo in Matters of

Faith.

79. The Power which the Bifhop of Rome now chal-

lengeth, to be the fupreme Head of the univerfal Church
of Chrift, and to be above all Emperors, Kings and Prin-

ces, is an ufurped Power, contrary to the Scriptures and

Word of God, and contrary to the Example of the Primi-

tive Church, and therefore is for moft juft Caufes taken

away and abolifhed, within the King's Majefty's Realms
and Dominions.

80. The Bifhop of Rome is fo far from being the fu-

preme Head of the univerfal Church of Chrift, that his

Works and Do&rine do plainly difcover him to be " that

« Man
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*' Man of Sin foretold in the Holy Scriptures, whom the

" Lord mail confume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and
** abolifh with the Brightnefs of his Coming.

«

Of the State of the Old and New Teftament.

81.T N the Old Teftament the Commandments of the

J. Law were more largely, and the Promifes of Chrift

more fparingly and darkly propounded ; fliadowed with a

Multitude of Types and Figures, and fo much the more
generally and obfcurely delivered as the manifefting of them
was farther of.

82. The Old Teftament is not contrary to the New ;

for both in the Old and New Teftament everlafting Life

is offered to Mankind by Chrift, who is the only Mediator

between God and Man, being both God and Man ; where-

fore they are not to be heard which feign, that the old Fa-
thers did look only for tranfitory Promifes, for they looked

for all the Benefits of God the Father through the Merits

of his Son Jefus Chrift, as we now do ; only they believed

in Chrift which mould come, we in Chrift already come.

83. The New Teftament is full of Grace and Truth,

bringing joyful Tidings unto Mankind, that whatfoever

formerly was promifed of Chrift is now accomplifhed ; and
fo inftead of the ancient Types and Ceremonies exhibiteth

the Things themfelves, with a large and clear Declaration

of all the Benefits of the Gofpel. Neither is the Miniftry

thereof reftrained any longer to one circumcifed Nation,

but is indifferently propounded unto all People, whether

they be Jews or Gentiles ; fo that there is now no Nation

which can truly complain, that they be fhut forth from the

Communion of Saints, and the Liberties of the People of

God.

84. Although the Law given from God by Mofes, as

touching Ceremonies and Rites be abolifhed, and the civil

Precepts thereof be not of neceflity to be received in any
Commonwealth ; yet notwithstanding, no Chriftian Man
whatfoever is freed from the Obedience of the Command-
ments, which are called Moral,

Of the Sacraments of the New Teftament.

85. *T* H E Sacraments ordained by Chrift be not only

J. Badges or Tokens of Chriftian Mens Profefiion,

but

S°l
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but rather certain fure Witneffes, and effectual or power-
ful figns of Grace and God's Good-Will towards us, by
which he doth work invifibly in us, and not only quicken,

but alfo ftrengthen and confirm our Faith in him.

86. There be two Sacraments ordained of Chrift our
Lord in the Gofpel, that is to fay, Baptifm and the Lord's

Supper.

87. Thofe five which by the Church of Rome are called

Sacraments, to wit, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Ma-
trimony and Extreme Unftion, are not to be accounted Sa-

craments of the Gofpel, being fuch as have partly grown
from corrupt imitation of the Apoftles, partly are States of

Life allowed in the Scriptures, but yet have not like Na-
ture of Sacraments with Baptifm and the Lord's Supper, for

that they have not any vifible Sign or Ceremony ordained of

God, together with a Prornife of faving Grace annexed
thereunto.

88. The Sacraments were not ordained of Chrift to be

gazed upon, or to be carried about, but that we fhould

duly ufe them. And in fuch only as worthily receive the

fame, they have a wholefome Efte6t and Operation ; but

they that receive them unworthily thereby draw Judgment
upon themfelves.

Of Baptifm.

89. T) Aptifm is not only an outward Sign of our Profeffi-

13 on, and a Note of Difference, whereby Chriftians

are difcerned from fuch as are no Chriftians ; but much
more a Sacrament of our Admiffion into the Church, feal-

ing unto us our new Birth (and confequently our Justificati-

on, Adoption, and Santtification) by the Communion which

we have with Jefus Chrift.

90. The Baptifm of Infants is to be retained in the

Church as agreeable to the Word of God.
91. In the Administration of Baptifm, Exorcifm, Oil,

Salt, Spittle, and fuperftitious hallowing of the Water, arc

for juft Caufes abolifhed ; and without them the Sacrament

is fully and perfectly adminifter'd, to all Intents and Pur-

pofes, agreeable to the Inftitution of our Saviour Chrift.

Of the Lord's Supper.

92. "I*"HE Lord's Supper is not only^a Sign of the mutual

J. Lo>e which Chriftians ought to bear one towards

another,
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another, but much more a Sacrament of our Prefervatlon

in the Church, fealing unto us our fpiritual Nourishment,

and continual Growth in Chrift.

93. The Change of the Subftance of Bread and Wine
into the Subftance of the Body and Blood of Chrift, com-

monly called Tranfubftantiation, cannot be proved by Ho-

ly Writ, but is repugnant to plain Teftimonies of the Scrip-

ture, overthroweth the Nature of a Sacrament, and hath

given Occafion to mod: grofs Idolatry and manifold Super-

ftitions.

94. In the outward part of the Holy Communion the

Body and Blood of Chrift is in a moil: lively Manner repre-

fented, being no otherwife prefent with the vifible Ele-

ments than things fignified and fealed are prelented with

the Signs and Seals ; that is to fay, fymbolically and rela-

tively. But in the inward and fpiritual Part, the fame Bo-
dy and Blood is really and fubftantially prefented unto all

thole who have Grace to receive the Son of God, even to

all thofe that believe in his Name. And unto fuch as in this

manner do worthily and with Faith repair unto the Lord's

Table, the Body and Blood of Chrift is not only fignified

and offered, but alfo truly exhibited and communica-
ted.

95. The Body of Chrift is given, taken, and eaten in

the Lord's Supper, only after an heavenly and fpiritual

Manner ; and the mean whereby the Body of Chrift is

thus received and eaten, is Faith.

96. The Wicked, and fuch as want a lively Faith, al-

though they do carnally and vifibly (as St. Auguftine fpeak-

eth) prefs with their Teeth the Sacrament of the Body
and Blood of Chrift, yet in no wife are they made Par-
takers of Chrift, but rather to their Condemnation, do eat

and drink the Sign or Sacrament of fo great a thing.

97. Both the parts of the Lord's Sacrament, according

to Chrift's Inftitution, and the Practice of the ancient

Church, ought to be minifter'd unto all God's People ; and
it is plain Sacrilege to rob them of the myftical Cup for

whom Chrift hath fhed his moil precious Blood.

98. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by
Chrift's Ordinance referved, carried about, lifted up, or

worfhipped.

99. The
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99. The Sacrifice of the Mafs, wherein the Prieft is

faid to offer up Chrift for obtaining the Remilfion of Pain or

Guilt for the Quick and the Dead, is neither agreeable to

Chrift's Ordinance, nor grounded upon Doctrine Apofto-

lick ; but contrariwife raoft ungodly, and moft injurious to

*hat All-fufficient Sacrifice of our Saviour Chrift, offered

once for ever upon the Crofs, which is the only Propitiati-

on and Satisfaction for all our Sins.

100. Private Mafs, that is the receiving of the Eucharift

by the Pried alone, without a competent Number of Com-
municants, is contrary to the Inftitution of Chrift.

Of the State of the Souls of Men, after they be departed

out of this Life, together with the general Refurrection

and the laft Judgment.

1 01. A Fter this Life is ended, the Souls of God's Chi!-

XA. dren be prefently received into Heaven, there to

enjoy unfpeakable Comforts ; the Souls of the Wicked are

caff, into Hell, there to endure endlefs Torments.

102. The Doctrine of the Church of Rome concerning
" Limbus Patrum, Limbus Puerorum, Purgatory, Pray-
" er for the Dead, Pardons, Adoration of Images and Re-
" licks, and alfo Invocation of Saints," is vainly invented,

without all Warrant of Holy Scripture, yea, and is con-

trary to the fame.

103. At the end of this World the Lord Jefus fhall come
in the Clouds with the Glory of his Father ; at which

time, by the Almighty Power of God, the Living fhall be

changed, and the Dead ihall be raifed, and all fhall appear

both in Body and Soul before his Judgment Seat, ** to re-

'* ceive according to that which they have done in their Bo-
" dies, whether good or evil."

104. When the laft Judgment is finifhed Chrift fhall de-

liver up the Kingdom to his Father, and God fhall be all

in all.

The Decree of the Synod.

TF any Minifter, of what Degree or Quality foever he be,
*• fhall publickly teach any Doctrine contrary to thefe

Articles agreed upon ; if after due Admonition he do not

conform himfelf, and ceafe to difturb the peace of the

Church, let him be filenced, and deprived of all fpiritual

Promotions he doth enjoy.

IN-
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! B B OT, Dr. made Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and

Lord Clarendon's account of him, Page 84. His
Zeal for the Proteflant Caufe in Bohemia, 1 1 1.

He accidentally kills a man, and retires from
Court, 120. Writes to the King againft the Ar-

ticles of the Spanifh match, 123. Is fufpended

for refufing to licenfe Sibthorp's fermons, &c.

148. He favours the lecturers, 179. His death and charac-

ter, 200.

Abftraft of the book of Canons, 39, &c. .

Accommodation. Vid. Committee.

Adamfon, Mr. Patrick, his confeffion, p. 8 1

.

Ainfworth, Reverend Mr. an account of him, of his writings and

death, 48,49, 50. Anfwers to the abridgment, 61.

Allegiance, Oath of, C4-

Ames, Reverend Dr. William, fettles at the Hague, 49. His death

and character, 218.

Anabaptifts. Vid. Baptifts.

Antrim, Marquis of, his cafe, 404. Charles lid's Letter to the

Duke of Ormond about him, 405.

Apocryphal Writings, the Puritans againft reading them in the

church, 561

Apprentices Petition, 416.

Arbitrary methods of government, 171.

Archy, his Jeft upon Prince Charles's going to Spain, 124. Upcn
Archbifhop Laud, for which he is discharged the King's fervice,

262.

Arminian controverfy, progrefs of it in Holland, 98.

Arminianifm, ftate of it at King Charles's acceffion, 136. Re-
flraint of the Prefs in favour of it, 145. Jefuit's Letter about

the growth of it, 154. Proteftation of the Commons againft it,

163. Minifler* exoell'd the Univerfity for preaching againft it,

188.

Arminians,
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Arminians, rife of them at court, Page 115. Conferences between

them and the Calvinifts, 144.

Arminius, his death and character, 74.
Army, the Parliament vote the railing of one, 466. Chara&er of

it, 472.
Army, the King's character of it, 478.

Articles to be fubfcribed by the Clergy, and in what form, 42.
Lilcolnfhire minifters Reafons againft them, 56. They occafion

a fecond feparation, 61.

Articles of the Church of Ireland, 94. Remarks upon them, 95.
The Articles at large in the Appendix, 489.

Articles, the five of Perth, 104, iof. Ratified in Parliament, ibid.

Articles of the Spanifh match, 122. Sworn to by the King and
Prince, ibid.

Articles, the Thirty-nine, King's Declaration before them, 158.

They are received in IielancJ, 219.

Articles of Vifitation by the Bifhops, 231,233,351. Mifchiefof
them, 234.

Auricular Confefiion, expediency of it maintain'd, 285.

B.

lAgfhaw's Readings againft the Bifhops, 275. His Speech
againft the Order, 45

.

Ball, Reverend Mr. his death and character, 290.

Bancroft, Eilhop, his behaviour in the Hampton-court conference,

24. He anfwers RaynohTs Objections, 25. Is againft a preach-

ing Miniftry, ibid. Flatters King James, 28- Is Prefident of the

Convocation, 35. Made Archbifhop of Canterbury, 43. His

temper and furious proceedings, 44. He revives the perfecution

of the Puritans, ibid. His Letter to the Bifhops about Confor-

mity and Subi'ciiption, 47. His death and chara&er, 83.

Band of Defence of the Scots Nation, 260.

Baptift congregation, the firft in England, 316.

Baronets, their inftitution, 91.

Baftvvick, Dr. his fufFerings, 216. His fecond fufFerings, 238. See

Prynne.

Baxter, Reverend Mr. his character of the Parliament party, 473.
Of the Puritan clergy, 474.

Baynes, Reverend Mr. his death and character, 98.

Beckington, fufFerings of the Church-Wardens there, 225.

Bedford, Earl of, his character, 294.

Bernard, Reverend Mr. his fufFerings, 174.

Bible, account of the feveral Englifh tranflations of it, 85, &c. Firft

edition of it, ibid. Laft translation of it, 86.

Bid Ales, 205.

Bifhops, their early application to King James I. 15. They en-

deavour to prcpoflets him againft the Puritans, 19, 20. They
intreat againll any alterations in the Church, and their Reafons

for it, 23. They are for making the King abfolute, 35, 73-

Speech
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Speech in Parliament againft them and their Courts, Page 79.

Dr. Leighton writes againft them, 181. TheirArticles of vifitation

illegal, 232. Their uninterrupted fucceffion maintained, 245.

Their power attacked by Bagfliaw, 274. They prefs the Et Cae-

tera Oath in the Canons, 288. They become odious, 289. Lord

Digby's fpeech againft them, 296. Several other Speeches a-

gainft them, 336, &c. Bill for depriving them of their Votes

in Parliament, 356, &c. Whether they are one of the Three

Eftates, 358. Thirteen of them impeached, 382. They fall

into neglect, 383. Iftue of the Impeachment, 415. Petitions

for and againft them, 416, 417. They are infulted, 420. Their

, Proteftation, 421. They are impeached, 422. Apology for

them, 424. Not brought to their trial, but deprived of their

votes in Parliament, 428. The Adl for tkat purpofe, 430. Re-

marks upon it, ibid.

Bilhops Bible, 87.

Bifhops and Preibyters, of the diftin&ion between them, 324. Of
the fole right of Ordination by the former, 325. Of their right

of Jurifdiclion, 327.

Blackwood, Dr. his flavifti Pofition, 74.

Bohemia, ftate of the Proteftant Religion there, 109, &c.

Bohemia, Queen of, King James's daughter, and anceftor to his

preient Majefty King George, the delight of the Puritans, 91,
in, Reduced with her numerous family to great neceffities,

112. Long Parliament zealous in her Interefts, for which fhe

returns them thanks, 381. Negle&ed by her brother King
Charles I. and by Archbilhop Laud and his party, 221, 222.

Vid. Palatine.

Bolton, Reverend Mr. Robert, his death and character, 190.

Book of Sports publifhed, 107. Subftance of it, 108. Remarks
109. Inforc'd anew, 205.

Bookiellers, their complaints, 146.

Bowing at the name of Jefus enforc'd, 210.

Bowing towards the altar, 212.

Bradfhaw, Reverend Mr. publifhes his Englifh Puritanifm, 62. His
death and character, 106.

Brethren of the fecond feparation, 61.

Bridge, Reverend Mr. William, retires to Holland, 270.
Brightman, Reverend Mr. his death and character, 73.
Brownifts, their hiftory carried on, 49. Their opinion of the

Church of England, 52, 61.

Buckingham, Duke of, a bad Minifter, 133. Stabbed by Felton,

158.

Bulkley, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 226.

Burges, Reverend Dr. his fpeech againft cathedrals, 370.
Burroughs, Reverend Mr. Jeremiah, retires to Holland, 270.
Burton, Mr. his fufferings, 216. His fecond Sufferings, 238. See

Prynne.

Byfield, Reverend Mr. his death and character, 120.

Calvinifm



512 INDEX.

c
CAlvinifm difcountenanced at Court, Page 118, 119.

Cambridge. Vid. Univerfity.

Canne, Mr. 50, 316.

Canons of 1603. an abftraft of them, 39, 40, 41. Conclufion

and Ratification of them, 43. Bilhops obliged to relax the

rigour of them for a time, 47.
Canons of 1640. 281, &c. Unacceptable to the Clergy, 286.

The execution of them fufpended, 287. Speeches in Parlia-

ment againft them, 297. Refolutions of Parliament thereupon,

318. Remarks, 370. Objections of the Commons againft

them, 374. They are juftified by Laud, 304.
Canons, Books of, for Scotland, 227. Remarks, 228.

Canterbury Cathedral, its decorations, 187. Furniture of its Altar

confecrated, 259.
Carter, Reverend Mr. John, his death and character, 272.
Cartwright, Reverend Mr. his death and character, p. 31.

Cathedrals, decorations of them, 213. Dr. Hackett's Defence of

them, 186. Dr. Burges's Speech againft them, 364, 365. Me-
morandums for reforming them, 371. Their ftate at the Be-

ginning of the Civil War, 468.

Cenfures of the Church, Puritans opinion concerning them, 62.

Ceremonies objected againft by the Puritans, 26, 57. • Defended

by Bifhop Moreton, &c. 6r. See Rites.

Chadderton, Reverend Dr. his death and chara&er, 290.

Chancellors Patents, and Cenfures, Canons about them, 285.

Charles, when Prince of Wales, his Oath to obferve the Articles

of the Spanifh match, 122, 123. His journey to Madrid, and

Letter to the Pope, 123. His acceflion and character, 131. His

marriage, and character of his Queen, 132. Character of his

miniiters, 133, &c. His Speech to his firft Parliament, 137. His

Anfwer to the Commons Petition, 138. He favours the Papifts,

1 39. Contributes to the Lofs of Rochel, ibid. Diflblves the

Parliament, 142. Raifes money by arbitrary methods, ib. and

147. His Coronation, 143. His fecond Parliament, 144. He
diflblves them, 145. His Proclamation for putting an end to

the difputes between Calvinifts and Arminians, 150. He enters

into a war with France, 1 51. His third Parliament, and Speech

to them, ibid. He paries the Petition of Right, 152. Pro-

rogues the Parliament, and anfwers their Remonftrance, 153.

His Declaration before the Thirty-nine Articles, 158. His ar-

bitrary Proceedings, 164, 167. His Speech at diflblving his

third Parliament, 166. His Reafons for diflblving them. ibid.

His Proclamation againft prefcribing a time for calling Parlia-

ments, 167. His Inftrucrions about Lecturers, 172. His Pro-

grefs into Scotland, 197. His Ufage of the Scots Parliament,

198. He revives the Book of Spoits, 205. Forbids the Puri-

tans
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tans to tranfport thcmfelves, 205. His Reafons for compiling

the Scots Liturgy, 254. He threatens the Scots, 261, His
Conceflions, 262, 263. He refolves upon a war againft the

Scots, 266. Marches againft them, but agrees to a Pacifications

271. His Inftruftion to his High Comrniflioner, 272. He le-

fufes to confirm the Scots Acts of Parliament, 273. He call,

an Englifh Parliament, and dilTblves them in anger, 276. Con-
tinues to raife money by the Prerogative, 277. Marches a fe-

cond time againft the Scots, but is unfuccefsful, 288. Opens
the Long Parliament, 292. His Speech in favour of the Hier-
archy, 330. He favours the Papifts, 347. His Anfwer to the

Commons Remonitrance againft them, ibid. Remarks on it,

548. His defign of bringing the Army to London, 350. His
minifters terrified, 353. He pafles the Aft for continuing the

Parliament, ibid. His conduct at pafling the Bills for aboliming
the High Commiflion and Star-Chamber, 379. He refolves on
a progrefs into Scotland, 383. His Conceflions there, 387. He
repents of them, 388. His imprudent conduft, 406. His
Letter in favour of the Hierarchy, 408. He fills up vacant

Bifhopricks, ibid. The Commons grand Remonftrance pre-

fented to him, 410. His Anfwer to their Petition, 413. And
to the Remonftrance, 414. He goes to the Houfe to feize five

of their Members, 425. He leaves Whitehal, 427, Pafies the

A£t to take away the Bifhops Votes, 4.28. Refolutions of his

Cabinet- Council at Windfor, 432. He refufes the Scots Me-
diation, 440. His high language to his Parliament, 442. He
is denied entrance into Hull, and his proceedings in the North,

442. He orders the Courts of juftice to follow him, 443. His
Anfwer to the Parliament's Memorial, 446. And to their Pro-

pofitions, 449. His Preparations for War, 450. His Propo-

sals for borrowing Money, &c. 453. He applies to the Papifts,

458. His Letter to the Council of Scotland, 463. He fets up
his Standard at Nottingham, 467. Of his Clergy, 477. Of
his Army, 478. His Proclamation for the better governing it,

479. His evil Counfellors, 481.

Charles II. his Letter about the Marquis of Antrim, 405.

Chauncey, Reverend Mr. his fufterings, 209. His Recantation*

224. He repents of it, and retires to New-England, 225*

Church, Puritans opinion concerning it, 65.

Church of England, King James I. declares againft its Service

when in Scotland, 14. What the Puritans wanted to have re-

formed in it, 17, 18, &c. Conformity to it inforced, 24. Its

Canons, 29. Lawfulnefs of Separation from it argued, 51.

Perfons obliged under a penalty to come to it, 55. Second Se-

paration from it, 61. Laud's Scheme for governing it, 171.

Its Splendor, 236. Its approaches towards Popery, 246. De-

fign of uniting it to to the Church of Rome, 248. Its Service

Voi,. II. K k neglecled,
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neglected, 315. Condition of it at the beginning of the Civ
War, 468.

Church Ales, 204.

Church-Government, Oath to prevent alterations in it, 283. Se-

veral Schemes of it, 372, &c
Church-Livings, what the Puritans would have reformed concern-

ing them, 20.

Church-Ornaments, Minifters fuffer for preaching againft them,

»93-

Church-Wardens Oath, 232.

Churches, Proclamation for repairing them, 18(5.

Civil Liberties of England deftroyed, 251.

Civil Magiftrate, Puritan's opinion concerning him, 66, 67.

Civil War, Preparations for it, 450,451. It opens, 466. The
Authors of it, 479. Grounds and Reafons on wich it pro-

ceeded, 483.

Clarendon, Lord, his account of the Papifls, 249. His Repre-

fentation of the Times, 251. Remarks upon it, 252.

Clarke, Reverend Mr. Hugh, his death and character, 223.

Clergy, Selden's character of them, 344. Their Pride and Am-
bition, 2^6. Their approach towards Popery, 246. Canon
concerning their conversation, 285.

Clerk Ales, 205.

Committee of Accommodation, 368. The Subcommittee, ibid.

Their Names, 369. Theii Proportions and Queries, ibid. They
break up, 375. Remaiks, 376.

Committee for preaching mmillers, and for fcandalous ones, 390.

Common-Prayer, Book of, Puritans objections to it, 56. Queries

concerning it, 376.

Communion Tables, Canon about them, 43. Turn'd into Altars,

210. Arguments for and againft it, 21 2. Votes about them,

389.

Commutation of Penance, 285.

Conference at Hampton-Court, 120.

Conformity, Proclamation for inforcing it, 30. Bancroft's Letter

about prefiing it, 48.

Connecticut Colony founded, 267.

Convocation of 1603, their Proceedings, 35, ScC Their Book of

Canons, 39. Thev denounce Excommunication againit all who
reflect upon them, or call their authority in quell ion, 39.

Convocation of 1640. their Proceedings, 278, 279. Continued

after the Diffolution of the Parliament, ibid. Remarks upon it.

280. Their Book of Canons, 281. Objections of the Com-
mons to them, 302, 303.

Convocation, the kill in King Charles's time, 300. They dif-

perfe, 3c 1.

Cook, Mr. Secretary, his Speech in Parliament, i6z.

Cofins Reverend Dr. his Book favouring of Popery, 246. He i>

cenfur'd in Parliament, 312.

Cotton,
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Cotton, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 217.
Council-Table, its arbitrary Proceedings, 134.

Cowel, Dr. his extravagant Pofitions concerning th e Prerogative,

73-
Cranmer's Bible, 86.

Creed Church, the manner of its confecration by Laud, 183.

Cromwel, Oliver, 160. Defigns for New-England, 265,403,457,
472.

Crofs in Baptifm, Bifhop Rudd's moderating Speech about it, 35.
Puritans Objections to it, 57, 59.

Crowder, Mr. his hard Treatment, 1 89.

D.

DAvenant, Biihop, cenfured, 1 80. His death and character, 398.
Davenport, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 217.

Deans and Chapters, ice. Bill for abolilhing them, 361. Dr.

Hackee's defence of them, 364. Several Speeches againft them,

365, &c. Original of them, ibid. Refolutions of the Commons
againft them, ibid.

Deering, Sir Edward, his Speech againft the Hierarchy, 361.
Devon and Cornwal Minifters Proteftation of their Loyalty, 6g.

Digby, Lord, his Speech againft the Biftiops, and the new Canons,

297, Another Speech of his for reforming the Hierarchy, 342.
His Speech againft the Earl of Strafford, 352.

Difcipline, what the Puritans wanted to have reformed in it, 1 7. In-

novations in it, 369. Biihop Williams's Scheme of it, 372.
Diftraftions in the State, 397.
Doctrine, Reformation of it defired in the Hampton-court Confe-

rence, 24. Innovations in it, 370.
port. Vide Synod.
Dublin Univerfity founded, 92.

Dutch and French Churches, their Addrefs to King James I. and
his Anfwer, 16. Their Addrefs to the Bifhop of London, and

his Anfwer, 43, 44. Laud obliges them to Conformity, 220.

His injunctions to them, 221. They are broken up, ibid.

E.

EAton, Reverend Mr. John, his death and character, 400.

Ecclefiaftical Courts, their Power extended by Laud, 230.

Held in the Bifhops own Names, ibid.

Edgehill Fight, 467.
Elders, Puritans Opinion concerning them, 64.

Elizabeth, Princefs, married to the Elector Palatine, 82.

Elliot, Sir John, his Speech in Parliament, 161. He dies in Pri-

fon, 166.

Elliot, Reverend Mr. removes to New England, 1 8g.

Englifh Puritanifm, Abftratt of it, 62.

Epifcopacy reftor'd in Scotland, 82, &c,

K k 2 Epifcopacy,
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Epifcopacy, Pamphlets for and againft it, 319. Bifhop Flail's De-

fence of it, 320. Anfwer'd by Smectymnuus, ibid. Remarks,

329. Bill for abolifhing it, 464. Remarks, 465.

EfTex, Earl of, his character, 294. Character of his Party, 29O.

Et Caetera Oath, 283. Objections agaiafr. it, 303.

Excommunication in the Spiritual Courts, terrible confequences of

it, 41. Canon about it, 285,

F.

FA&ories (Englifh) in Holland, Regulations of them projected

by Laud, 196.

F'aulkland, Lord, his Speech for Reformation of the Hierarchy,

340. Agai nil the Earl of Strafford, 352.

Feafts of Dedication, 204.

Feoffees cenfur'd in the Star Chamber, 192.

Finch, Lord Chief juftice, his chara&er. 133.

Five Members, King goes to the Houfe to feize them, 425. The
Authors of that Project, 426.

Foreign Proteftant Churches difewned, 221.

France, War with it, 15c.

Frederick, Eleclor Palatine, marries rhe Princefs Elizaboth, 9c
Chofen King of Bohemia, 110. Defeated and driven out of

his Kingdom, &c. 112.

French Match, i 26. Completed, and the confequences of it to

the Nation, 132, fee.

French Church. See Dutch.

Fuller, Mr. his Sufferings, 48, 49.

G.

GAlloway, P. his Account of the Hampton-court Conference,

General Afiembly in Scotland, the:r Proteftation againft fetting up

Biihops there, 81.

General Afiembly at Glafgow, 263. Diffolved, but continues

fitting, and their Realons for it, 264. Their Acts, 265. They
depofe the Biihops, 266.

General .Afiembly at Edinburgh, 272.

Geneva Hible, 86.

Giles's (St.) Church, confecrated by Bifhop Laud, 184.

Goodman, a Prieft, reprieved by the King, 347, 348.
Goodwin, Reverend Dr. Thomas, retires to Holland, 27c.

Grievances in the State, 76. Sunclrj Petitions about them, 77, &c.
Grievances of Religion, 4 1 o.

Grimuone, Sir Harbottlc, iii 1 n ft Archbifhop Laud, 307.

Guernfey and Jcrfey leduccd to conformity, -o.

Gun Powder Pict, 53, to be rather*d on the Puritans, 54.

Ilac kett.
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HAckett, Reverend Dr. his Defence of Deans and Chapters

3 64-
Hall, Bifhop, his Divine Right of Epifcopacy, 274. Revifed

and alter'd by Laud, ibid. His Defence of Liturgies, 319
Anfwer'd by Smeclymnuus, 320. His Conceffions about Li-

berty of Prayer, ibid. His farther Defence of Epifcopacy,

321.

Hamilton, Marquis of, fent High Commiffioner into Scotland,

261. Declaims againft Lay-Elders, 263.

Hampden, Mr. his Character, 296.

Hampton-Court Conference, Proclamation for it, 9. Perfons

concern'd in it on both Sides, 20. Partial Accounts of it,

21, 22. Firft Day's Conference, ibid. Remarks on it, 27.

Second Day's Couference, ibid. Remarks upon it, 28. Third

Day's Conference, ibid. Remarks upon the whole, p. 29. Puri-

tans refufe to be concluded by it, and their Reafons, ibid.

Hayden, Reverend Mr. his Sufferings, 193.

Henry, Prince, his Death and Character, g i

.

Heywood, Juftice, ftabb'd by a Papift, 346.
Hierarchy, Petitions againft it, 330, 411, 331. Petitions in

favour of it, 332, 334. Minifters Petitions for reforming it,

340. King interpofes in favour of it, 341. Speeches

againft it 342, &c. Speeches for reforming it, 344. More
Speeches for and againft it, 363, 365, Sec.

High Commiflion Court, their Proceedings againft the Puritans,

48. Petition of the Parliament againft it, 77. Grievances in

the Execution of it. 79. Summary Account of their Arbi-

trary Proceedings, 134. Farther Account of them, 267.

Aft for abolifhing it, 379.
Hilderfham, Reverend Mr. Arthur, his Death and Character,

189.

Hollis, Denzil, Efq; his Character, 295.
Hooker, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 217.

Hotham, Sir John, his Character, 295. Proclaim'd a TraitOJf

by the King, 442.
Howe, Mr. Samuel, 316.

Hull, the King deny'd Entrance there, 442.

I.

JAcob, Mr. Henry, 51. Sets up Independancy in England, 107,

James I. his Children, 13, 14. His Behaviour in

Scotland before his coming to England, and Declaration in the

General Affembly there, in favour of the Kirk, ibid. His

fudden Change upon coming :r,ro England, 15. Application

of the Papifts to him, ibid, Of the Bifhops, and the Dutch
and French Churches, ibid. His Anfvver to the latter, 16.

Appli if the Puritan? to him, ig. His Proclamation

K - fo*
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for the Hampton-Court Conference, lg. His Behaviour in

it, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29. His Speech at the firft Day's

Conference with the Bifhops, ig. He is fatisfied about fome

little Scruples, 22. His Reafon for permitting Popifh Books,

25. His Speech about Uniformity, 27. And againft

Prefbytery, 28. He is fhtter'd by the Bifhops, 29. &c.

His Letter to Mr. Blake about the Puritans, ibid. He refolves

to inforce Conformity, 29. Publifhes a Proclamation for

that Purpofe, 30. His Proclamations againft the Jefuits

and Puritans, 33. His Speech to his Parliament, ibid. Re-

marks upon it, 34. His Arbitrary Proceedings, ibid, and

79, 87. He ratifies the Canons, 34. Demands the Opinion

of the twelve Judges in Relation to the Proceedings againft the

Puritans, 46. His folemn Protellation againft favouring

Popery, 46. How the Gun-Powder Plot was difcover'd to

him, 53. His fevere Sreech againft the Puritans, ibid. His

Tendemefs and Refpect to the Papills, 54. He confirms the

Church Government of Jerfey and Guernfey, but afterwards

breaks in upon it and deftroys it, 71. His Prerogative ad-

vanc'd above all Law by fhe Bifhops Creatures, 73, 74. He
fummonsthe Parliament to Whitehall, and makes an Arbitrary

Speech to them, 76. Their Remonftrance to him thereupon,

ibid. Their Petition to him in favour of the Puritans, 77.

And againft the High Commiffion, 78. He diflblves them in

Anger, ibid. His Project of reftoring Epifcopacy in Scotland,

jbid, &c. Tranflation of the Bible in his Reign, 86. His

Zeal againft Vorftius, 88, 89. State of his Court, 90.

He marries his Daughter to the Elector Palatine, ibid . Calls a

Parliament, and diflblves them in Anger, 92. His Difcourfc

in the Star Chamber, 37. His Progrefs into Scotland, and Be-

haviour there, 104. His weak Management ir. the Affair of

Bohemia, mi. 112. Of a zealous Calvinift he becomes a

Favourer of the Arminians, 115. His Speech to his Parlia-

ment, p. 116. He adjourns them, ibid. He writes to the

Speaker, and diflblves them, 117. Relaxes the Laws againft

Papifts, 120. His Injunctions to reftrain preaching Cal-

vinifm, 118. His Proceedings in the Spanifh Match, ill*

ire. His Speech to his Parliament, 125. His remarkable

Anfwer to their Petition, ibid. His Letter to the Pope, 126.

He dies, 127. Summary State of Religion in his Reign, ibid.

Character of him and his Court, 1 29.

Jefuit's Letter about the Growth of Arminianifm, i 54.

jefuit's, Proclamation againft them, 33.

Independants, who was the firft of them, ct. Rife of them in

England. 95. Their Manner of erecting a Church, 96.

Their Hiftory continu'd, 315. They appear in publick,

T
3'7-

Informers, 226.

^junctions of King James to rcftrain preaching Calvinifm, 118,

Remarks, 119.

Injunctions agaiml Lecturers, 214. Innovations
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Innovations in the Church, 182. The Authors of them cen-

fur'd in Parliament, 312. Votes againfi them, 317. Com-
mittee for confidering of them, 369, &c.

Invocation of Saints favour'd by the Clergy, 246.

Johnfon, Mr. a rigid Brownift, 49, 50.

Ireland, Abftratt of the Reformation there, 92. Scots Settle-

ments there, 93. State of Religion there, 155. The
Thirty nine Articles receiv'd there, 219.

Irifh Infurreclion and Maflkcre, 400. Spreads Terror over Eng-
land, 401. The Authors of it, 400. Concern of the

Englifh Court in it. 401. Earl of Eflex's Account of it,

402. And the Marquis of Antrim's, 404. Proceedings of
Parliament upon it, 406. Remarkss 407.

Judges, their Opinion about Deprivations, Prohibitions, and Peti-

tions, 45. Remarks thereupon, 46. Their Character,

133. Their Opinion of the Convocation's fitting after the

Difiblutjon of the Parliament, 279.

jurifdiclion of Bifhops, 328. Of Prefbyters, ibid.

Juxon, Bifhop, made Lord High Treafurer, 236.

K.

KImbolton, Lord, his Character, 294.

Kingly Power, Canons about it, 281.

King's Inauguration Day, Canon about it, 282.

Kirk of Scotland, King James I. declares folemnly in favour of
it, 15. But afterwards deferts it, 16.

Kneeling at the Sacrament, Puritans Objections againfi it, 57,59.
Knight, Reverend Mr. his Sermon againfi the Prerogative, 118.

His bold Anfwer upon being queftioned by the Court, ibid.

L.

LAD, Mr. his Sufferings, 48.
Lambeth Chapel, fuperftitious Pictures in it, 187.

Lathorp, Mr. Account of him, 315.

Laud, Bifhop, his Temper and Principles, 133. Made Bifhop

of London, i$6t Becomes prime Minifter, 158. His An-
fwer to the Commons Remonftrance, and Remarks upon it,

163. Libels againfi him, 166. His Scheme for governing

the Church, 172. His Behaviour at paffing Sentence on Dr.

Lighton, 181. His Confecration of Creed Church, &c.

182, 183. His care of thePrefs, p. 196. His Behaviour in

Scotland, 199. His Regulation of the King's Chapel at

Edinburgh, 241. He is made Archbifhop of Canterbury,

202. His Letters about Wakes and Revels, 203. He
makes Alterations in the Service-Book, 209. His Account
of the State of his Province, 214. He obliges the French and
Dutch Churches to Conformity, 220. His Exceptions to the Brief

for the Palatine Minifiers, 222. His farther Account of th«

State of his Province, 225. He increafes the Power of the

K k 4 Eccle-fia-
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Ecclefiaftica\ Courts, 230. Makes new Statutes for Oxford

231. His Speech in the Star Chamber, p. 240. More Li-

bels againft him, p. 244. He complains againft the King's

Jefter, 262. Stirs up the King to haften his Preparations

againft the Scots, 265. Excites the Clergy to contribute to-

wards the War, 266. Revifes and alters Bifhop Hall's Book
of Epifcopacy, 274. Is infulted by the Populace, 277. The
Secretary's Letter to him againft preffing the Et Csetera Oath in

the Book of Canons, 288. He juftifies the Canons, 304.

He is impeach'd of High Treafon, 305. The Scots Charge

againft him, ibid. His Reply, 307. Sir H. Grimftone's

Speech againft him, ibid. He is committed to the Black Rod,

308. Heads of his Impeachment, ibid. He fpeaks for him-

felf, 309. Is fent to the Tower, ibid. Sufpended from his

Jurifdidtion, 396.

Lecturers, King's Tnftructions about them, 172. Their Cha-

racter, and Proceedings againft them, 173. Injunctions

againft them, 214. Bifhop Montague's Articles of Enquiry

concerning them, 235. Bifhop rierfe's Ufage of them, ibid.

Legate, Barth, burnt for Arianifm, 89.

Leighton, Dr. Writes againft the Bifhops, 181. His Sentence,

Sufferings, and Character, 182. His Petition to the Long
Parliament, and Releafc, 311.

Lenthal, William, Efq; his Character, 295.

Libellous Pamphlets, 441.

Liberty of Prayer, Defence of it, 320. Bifhop Hall's Concef-

fions about it, 323.

Licences to marry, 286.

Lilburne, Mr. his Sentence and Sufferings, 243.

Lincolnfhire Minifters Reafons for not fubferibing, 56, &c^ An-
fwers to them, 61.

Liturgies, Abftract of the Controversy upon the Antiquity of them,

320.

Loan, a Method of raifing Money, 142. Perfons imprifon'd

on account of it, 147.

Londonderry built, 93.
Long Parliament. See Parliament.

Lords difagree with the Commons, 391.
Lord's Day, Wakes and Revels on it countenane'd, 203. De-

claration for Sports on it, 205. Of its Morality, 206.

Votes for the Uriel Obfervance of it, 391. It was ftrictly

obferv'd by the Parliament Party, 469.

M.

MAdye. Reverend Mr. &c. cenfur'd for preaching on Predefti-

nation, 181.

Manwaring, Dr. his Sermon, 14?. His fevere Sentence, 1 52.

He is pardon'd and preferr'd, ibid.

Mafs and Real Prefence afiertcd, 246.

Mafia-
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MafTachufet-Bay Colony, Rife of it, 175. Their Church Cove-

nant, 176. Their Hardfhips, 177. Their farewel Re-

queft to the Church of England, 178. Numbers that went

over, 1 79.

Mather, Reverend Mr. Richard, removes to New-England, 226.

Mathew's Bible, 85.

Maunfel, Mr. his Sufferings, 48.

Members of Parliament committed to Prifon, 117, 165, 277,
They are fined, 167.

Merit maintain'd, 247.
Midwife's Oath, 22.

Militia, Debates about it, 433, 434; Ordinance of both

Houfes for difpofing of it, 435.
Millenary Petition of the Puritans, 1 6.

Minifters, what the Puritans wanted to have reformed concerning

them, 25.

Minifters filenc'd or depriv'd for Non-Conformity, 35, 46, 226,

234, 237, 267.

Minifters retire to Holland, 49, 269.

Minifters of the Word, Puritans Opinion concerning them, 64
Minifters Petition for reform iag the Hierarchy, 335. Speeches

-

on it, 340.

Mobbings, 277, 314, 393, 419, 420.

Money, new Methods of raifing it, 91, 142.

Monopolies, Grievances by them, 80.

Montague, Dr. his Book favouring Popery, 1 28. He is cited

before the Commons, 140. He is cenfur'd by them, Letter

figned by feveral Biftiops in his Favour, 141. Articles

againft him, 143. Made Bifhop of Chichefter, 152.

His Articles of Enquiry concerning Ledlures, 235. His far-

ther favouring of Popery, 246. His Death and Character, 399.
Monthly Faft, 470.

More, Mr. Stephen, 316.

Morning Lecture, the Rife of it, 470.
N.

r
Ation, diftracled State of it, 397, 432. Petitions to the

Parliament to provide for the Safety of it, 433.
Negative Oath. 4 i:

.

Neile, Archbifhop, his Death and Character, 291, 408.

New England, Puritans fettle there, 112, 175, &c. 189, 217,
220, 226, 267, 268.

New Haven Colony, 217, 269.
Newman, Reverend Mr. Samuel, retires to New England, p. 269.
New Plimouth, Colony of, 114.

Non-Conformity, Sufferings for it, 224, 225.

Non-Subfcribers, Number of them, 47.
Norton, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 220.
Noy, Mr. Attorney General, his Character, 133.

Nye, Reverend Mr. Philip, removes to Holland, 270.
Oath

521
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OATH ex Officio, 28. Puritans Opinion of it, p. 66.

Oath for Church Wardens, 232.
Oath call'd Et Caetera, 283. Oath for a Midwife, 22.

Ordination, Epirfcopal, 325. Prefbyterian, 326.
Ofbaldefton, Mr. his Sentence, 242. He is releas'd by the Long

Parliament, 312.
Oxford Decree, 118. New Statutes foe that Univerfity, 231.

Vide Univerfity.

P.

PAIatine, Elector, marries King James's Daughter, to the great

Satisfaction of the Puritans, 90. Is chofen King of Bohe-

mia, no. Is beaten and turn'd out of his Kingdom and

Electorate, being bafely deferted by his Father-in-Law, 112, 113.

Palatine Family, Manifefto in favour of it, 381.

Palatine MinifterE, Brief for them, 222, 223. Laud's Excep-

tions to it, 222.

Papifts, their Expectations" from King James I. 15. His Ten •

dernefs, towards them, and offers to meet them half way, 33,34.
Remonftrance of the Parliament againft them, i;6. Laws
againft them relaxed, 117. Articles in their Favour in the

Spanifh Match, 122, 123. And in the French Match, 126.

Their Boldnefs in Ireland, 156, 157. Laws againft them fuf-

pended, 248. They are favour'd, and prompted at Court,

249^ Their Numbers arrd Influence, and Lord Clarendon's

Account of them, ibid. Proceedings againft them, 345. The
King favours them, 346. Applies to them to aflift him in the

War, 459. Opinion of the Star-Chamber, about depriva-

tions, Prohibitions and Petitions, 45.
Parker, Reverend Mr. Robert, retires to Amfterdara, 49. His

Sufferings before, and wonderful Prefervation, 72.

Parliament, firft Seflion of King James's Firft, and his Speech tp

them, with Remarks upon it, 33. Their Preceedings, 35.

Proceedings in another Seflion, 74, Sec. King's Speech to

them, 76. Their Petitions about Grievances, 79, Sec. They
are diflblv'd, 80. Another Parliament call'd and diflblv'd,

92. Another Parliament, and the King's Speech to them,

115. Their Declaration, 116. Their Remonftrance againft

Papifts, ibid. Their Petition and Proteftation, ibid. They are

diflblv'd, 117. Another Parliament, and the King's Speech to

them, 124. Their Petition againft Papifts, and the King's

Anfwer, 125.

Parliament, the firft of King Charles I. 137. Their Petitions

againft Papifts, and the King's Anfwer, 138. They are dii-

folv'd, 142. His fecond Parliament, 143. His third,

151. Their Remonftrance, and the King's Anfwer, 155.

Their farther Proceedings, 160. Theyl keep the Speaker in

the Chair whilftj they make a Proteftation, 165. They are

diffoh/'d, 166. The Short Parliament, 276.

Parliament



INDEX. 523

Parliament, the Long one, fad Condition of the Court at the cal?

ling of it, 289. Its general Character, 293. Character

of the leading Members in both Houfes, 294, 295. The
Opening of it, 296. They appoint Committees, 297.

Speeches in it againfl the late Canons, ibid. Their Refolutions

againft them, 298. Their Objeftions to them, 301. Their

Proceedings againft Laud, 305, &c. They fet the Prifoners

of the Prerogative at Liberty, 310. Cenfure the Authors of

the Innovations in the Church, 3 1 2. Vote thofe Innovations

down, 3 1
7. Several Petitions to them for and againft the

Hierarchy, 330, &c. King's Speech to them thereupon,

'335. Several Speeches in the Houfe upon thofe Petitions,

336, &c. Their Refolutions thereupon, 345- Their Pro-

ceedings againft Papifts, ibid. Their Remonftrance againft them,

"347. Their Proceedings againft the Earl of Strafford, 349.
Plot of the Court againft them, 350. Aft for its Continu-

ance, 353. Their folemn Vow and Protection, 354.
They debate on the Bill for taking away the Bifhops Votes,

356> 357- And on the Bill for abolifhing Deans and Chap-

ters, &c. 361, &c. They abolifh the High CommifTion Court

and Star Chamber, 3^9. Impeach thireen Bifhops, 382.

Their Declaration concerning fitting on a Sunday, 384.

Their Proceedings upon the Irifh Infurreftion, 406. Their

Grand Remonftrance, 409, ibid. Declaration' of their In-

tentions, 412. Their Petition prefented with the Remon-
ftrance, ibid. King goes to feize of five their Members, 425.

City of London for them, 426. They take away the Bifhops

Votes, 428. King refolves to break with them, 433.
Petitions to them, 432. Their Proceedings, 433. Their

Refolutions, 436. The King's Reply, and their Anfwer,

436, 438. Remarks, ibid. They accept the Scots Media-
tion, 440. Their Declaration concerning Reformation, 441.
They appoint a Negative Oath, ibid. Their farther Proceed-

ings, 444. Their Memorial, ibid. Their ninteen Propofi-

tions, p. 448. Their Preparations for War, 451. They bor-

row Money and Plate of the Citizens, 452. They confede-

rate with the Scots, 460. Their Reply to the General Af-

fembly's Letter, 462. They abolifh Epifcopacy, 464.
They vote the raifihg of an Army, 466. Charafter of thofe

who took part with it, 473. Some warm Spirits among them, 482.

Parliaments, whether the King may adjourn them, 166.

Paul's (St) Church repaired, 186.

Perth, five Articles Of, 104, 165.

Petition pf the Puritans for Liberty of Confcience, 68- Petition

of the' Parliament in favour of them, 77. And againft the

Ecclefiaftical Commiflion, 79. Againft the Growth of Po-

pery, 137. Of the Calvinifts againft the King's Declaration,

158. Of the Scots againft the Liturgy, 258. Of Dr.

Leighton to the Long Parliament, 311. Of the faid Parlia-

ment to the King, 41:, Of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen
t«
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to the Parliament, 116. Of the London Apprentices, ibid.

Of the Puritan Clergy for Reformation, 417.
Petition of Right, 1 c 1

.

Petitions for and againft the Hierarchy, 330, &c. 417,418.
Pierfe, Bifhop, his Ufage of the Le&urers, 2$r.

Plays, &c. put down, 470.
Plot againft the Long Parliament, 350. Confequence of it, 3,!.
Pluralities, Puritans complain of them, 25. »

Pocklington, Dr. cenfur'd in Parliament, 314.
Popery, Advances towards it in King James the FirfPs Reign,

p. 127. In King Charles the [ iriVs Reign, and the Caufes of
it, 137. Its Increafe in Irehnd, 155, 1^6, 157. Ad-
vances of the Church of England towards it 240. It in •

creafes greatly, 249, 250. Canons againft it, 282.
Popilh Lords, Petitions againft them, p. 416.
Preaching Minifters defiVd by the Puritans, 25.

Preaching for Conformity, p. 284.
Preaching, Votes for encouraging it, 391.
Prerogative, advances of it, p. 73. Sibthorp's Sermons for it,

p. 147. And Manwaring's, 148.

Presbyterian Churches, Engliih in Holland, 49.
Prefbyters, Ordination by them defended, 325. Their Jurii-

diclion, 328.

Prefs, Rellraint of it, in favour of Arminianifr.i and Popery,

145, 146. Bifnop Laud's Care of it, p. 196. Farther Re-

fbains of it, 244.

Prefton, Reverend Dr. John, 1 15, 136. His Death and Cha-
raaer, 168.

Prifoncrs of the Prerogative reieas'u by t)ie Long Parliament, 310.

Proclamation for the Hampton-Court Conference, 19. To en-

force Conformity, 30. Againft Jefuits and Puritans, 33.

Againft Papifts in Ireland, 157. Againft prefcribing a Time
for calling Parliaments, 167. For Repairing Churches, iS;

For hindering the Puritans tranfporting themfelves, 245. For

the better Government of the King's Army* 479.

Proteftant lntcreft in Germany ruined by King James, 112.

Proteftation of Puritan Minifters concerning the Kings Supremacy,

67. Of the Minifters of Devon and Cornwal, concerning

their Loyalty, 65. Of the General Affembly in Scotland

againft Fpifcopacy, 31. Of the Commons againft Arminia-

ni-fm, 163. Againft that, and Tonnage and Poundage,

165, 166. Of the Scots againft impofing the Liturgy, p. 258.

Of the Long Parliament, 354. Of the Bifhops, 354. Ob-
jections apainft it, 42 1

.

rrynne, Eaftwick and Burton, their Sentence, in the Star Cham-

ber, 2ic. Their fecond Sentence, 238. The Nation dif-

gullcd at it, 241 . They are reieas'd by the Long Parliament, 3 1 o.

Puritans, their Expectations from King James I. 14. Their Mille-

nary Petition, 16. Anfwer-d by the Univerfity of Oxford, 18.

Conference between them and the Bifhopr , &c. at Hampton Court,

19, &C. 1

1

jvv they were treated in it, 24, 25, 26. They refufe

to
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lobe concluded by it, and their Reafons, 32. Offer to give an

Anfwer in Writing, 50. Proclamation againft them, 38. Their

Struggles in Convocation to no Purpofe, 35. Bifhop Rudd fpeaks

in their Favour, ibid. Canons againft them, 39, &c. They
are to fuffcr Excommunication, 41. Perfecution of them reviv'dy

44. And furioufly carried on, 47. Many of them retire to

Holland, 49. They differ about the Lawfuluefs and Neceflky

of feparating from the Church, 55. The Gun Powder Ploc to

be father'd on them, ibid. Their Arguments returned upon that

of the Rifhops againft tolerating them, ibid. They offer a Pub-

lick Difputation, ibid. Their Arguments againft fubferibing the

Book of Common-Pra7er, 56. Againft the Ceremonies, and par-

ticularly againft the Surplice, 58, 59. Againft the Crofs in Bap-

tifm, ibid, and 60. Againft kneeling at the Sacrament, ibid.

Againft impofing there Ceremonies, 57. They remove farther

from the Church, and the Occafion of it, 61, 62. Their Prin-

ciples about Religion in general, 62. Concerning the Church,

63. Minifters of the Word, p. 64. Elders, and Church Cen-

fures, ibid. And concerning the civil Magiftrate, 66. Their

Proteftation concerning the King's Supremacy, 67. And Peti-

tion for Liberty of Confcience, 68 They proteft their Loyalty

69. The Unreafonablenefs of perfecuting them, 70. Petition

of the Parliament in their favour, 77. Several remove to Ire-

land, 94. They rejoice at the Elector Palatine's being chofen

King of Bohemia, m. They fettle in New England, 112.

The Diftir.cl.ion of Church and State Puritans, 115. Do&rinal

Puritans, 1 20. They gain Ground, 1 28. Bifhop Williams fa-

vourable to them, 148. More go to New England, 175, 217,
220, 267. Their Hardfhips in relation to the Book of Sports,

207. Their indifcreet Zeal, 226. Their Courage, 243. They
are forbid to go out of the Kingdom, 245. Remarks on that

Severity, ibid. They increafe, 246. What they aim'd at in K.
Charles the Firft7'ime, 276. Their Petition for Reformation, 417.

Puritan Clergy, their Character, 473. Their Political Behaviour,

474. Their Vindication, 475.
Pury, Alderman, his Speech againft Deaus and Chapters, 266.

Pym, Mr. his Speech in Parliament, 161. His Character, 295.

OUeen of King Charles I. her Character, and influence over the

King, 132, 133, 480. Her Negociations in Holland, 432,
450. A chief Inftrument in bringing on the Civil War, 481.

Queen of Bohemia. Vide Bohemia.

R.

RApin, Mr. fome Remarks on him, 376,
Raynolds, Dr. his part in the Hampton-Court Conference,

24, &c. His Death and Character, remarkable Cafe of him
and his Brother, 72.

Reformation of Doclrine requefted in the Hampton-Court Confe-
rence, 24.

Reformation of Manners in the People, remarkable in the Parlia-

ment Times, 471. And in their Army, 472.
Religion, Puritans Opinion of it, 62. Unfettled State of it, 390,

394. Parliament's Propofitions relating to it, 448. Re-
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Remonftrance 6f the Parliament againft Papifts, 471. Remon-

ftrance of King Charles's third Parliament, 116. Remon-
ftrance of the Long Parliament pgainft Papifts, 347. Their
Grand Remonftrance, 409, 412.

Revels. Vide Wakes.
Rhemift Teftament and Bible, 87, ibid.

Rjppon. Vide Treaty.

Rioters punifhed, 393.
Rites and Ceremonies, Canon about them, 284.

Robinfon, Rev. Mr. John, the firft lndependanr, 51. His parting

Speech to his Congregation at their going for New-England",'

113. He takes leave of them, 114.
Rochel, Siege of, 139.

Rogers, Reverend Mr. John, his Sufferings, 237.
Rogers, Rev . Mr. Nathaniel, retires to New-England, 238.
Rogers, Rev. Mr. Ezekiel, removes to New-England, 268.

Root and Branch Petition, 331. Counter Petition to it, 332.
Speeches for the former, 337.

Roundhead and Cavalier, Original of the Names, 419.
Roufe, Mr. his Speech in Parliament, 160.

Rudd, Bifhop, his Speech in Convocation about the Crofs in Bap-
tifm, and in favour of the Puritans, 25.

S

SAyille, Lord, his Letter to encourage the Scots, 276.
Scotland, King James the Firft's Behaviour there, before his

Acceffion to the Englifh Crown, 1 4. Epifcopacy reftor'd there

againft the Senfe of the Nation, 8z, &c. King James's Progrefs

thither, and farther Proceedings there, 104, 105. King Charles's

Progrefs thither, 197. Laud's Behaviour there, 199. Book
of Canons for that Kingdom, 228, 229. And Liturgy, 254.
See Scots. King Charles's fecond Progrefs thither, 387.

Scots Bifhops confecrated, 82. Their Declinator againft the Gene-
ral Ailembly, 263. They are depos'd, 264. Impos'd by the

Prerogative, 257. Occafions Tumults, 255, 256. Reafons againft

it, ibid. Petitions againft it, 257. And a Proteftation, 258. a
Scots Parliament, 273.

Scots Settlements in Ireland, 93. Their Difcipline. ibid. Their

Ordinations, 94.

Scots Tables, 258. Their Solemn League and Covenant of the

Scots, 259. Their Band of Defence, 260. King's Conceffions to

them, 262, 263. Preparations of the Englifh Court againft them,

265. They are encouraged. by the tngliih, 276. Their Charge

againft Archbifhop Laud, 305. Abftrad of the Pacification with

them, 3^4. They are declared to be the King's faithful Subjects,

389. They offer their Mediation between the King and the Eng-

lifh Parliament, 439. Their Letter to the Parliament, 461.

Scots War, the firft, 266,271. The fecond, 208.

Sectaries, Canon againft them, 283.

Selden, Mr. his Recantation, 106.

Separation, Archbifhop Laud's feiuiincnfc of it, >-. A fecond le-

paration from the Church, 61 Scr-
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Service of the Church, what the Puritans wanted to have reformed

in it. 18, 27.

Service-Book, Laud's alterations in it, 209.

.

Sheppard, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 220.

Sherfield, Mr. tried in the Star-Chamber, 194. His Defence,

195. Sentence againft him, ibid.

Sibbs, Dr. his death and character, 229.

Sibthorp's Sermon. 147. He is preferred, 150.

Smart, Reverend Mr his fufFerings, 175.

Smedtymnuus, who, 320. They reply to Bifhop Hall's Defence

of Liturgies, ibid. And of the Englifh Liturgy, 323. They
are for Ordination by Prefhyters, 325. Their Petition about

Epifcopacy and the Liturgy, 329.

Smith, Mailer, the Brownift, odd Story of him, 50.

Snelling, Mr. his Sufferings, 208.

Socinianifm, Canon againft it, 282.

Solemn League and Covenant renewed, 259.

Solemn Vow and Proteftation of the Long Parliament, 354. Or-

dered to be taken all over England, ibid. Remarks, 355.
Spanifh Match. 121. Articles of it, 1 22. The Match broke off, 1 24;

Speeches of King James I. to his Parliaments, 33, 76, 1 29.

Speech of BiihopRudd about the Crofs in Baptifm, and in favour of

the Puritans, 35. Speech in Parliament againft the Bifhops, and
their Courts, 74, &c.

Speech of King Charles I. at diffolving his third Parliament, 166,

In favour of the Hierarchy, 335.
Star-Chamber, account of that court, 1 34. Aft for abolifhing it, 380.

Strafford, Earl of, advifes a fecond War with the Scots, 275. His
impeachment and trial, 349. His execution and charafter, 451,
Several fpeeches againft him, 352. 353.

Stuarts, Houfe of, character of them, 14.

Subfcription required of the Clergy, 41, 48. Numbers that refus'd

it, 48, 49. Lincolnfhire Minifters Reafons againft it, 56. It oc-

cafions a fecond Separation from the Church, 61.

Succeffion, uninterrupted, of the Bifhops, maintain'd, 246.

Supremacy, Proteftation of the Puritans againft it, 67. Reafons
for amending the Act. about it, 78.

Surplice, Puritans Objections againft it, 57, 59.
Sympfon, Reverend Mr. Sydrach, removes to Holland. 270.
Synod of Dort, 99. Their Oath, 100. Conclufion of the Synod,

and Behaviour of the Remonftrants in it, 102. And of theEng-
glifh Divines, ibid. Cenfures on the Synod, 103.

T.

THomas, Mr. Serjeant, his Speech againft the Bifhops, 337,
Againft Deans and Chapters, 366.

Tindal's Bible, 85.

Tonnage and Poundage, 164,165.
Tranflations of the Bible into Englifh. See Bible.

Treaty of Rippon, 289.

Tumults about the Parliament-Houfe, 419. And in the City, ib.

Attempts to fupprefs them, 420. Vane,
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v.

AN E, Sir Henry, fen. his character, 295.

Vane, Sir Henry, jun. his fpeech in Parliament, 336.
Vaughan, Bifnop, tranllated to London, and his Anfwer to the Ad-

drefs of the Dutch and French Churches, 43.
Vexatious Citations, Canon about them, 286.

Univerfity of Cambridge declare highly for the Church, 19. Thank
the Oxonians for their Anfwer to the Puritans, 20. Votes of Par-
liament againft Subfcriptions there, 318. Their Addrefs in fa-

vour of the Hierarchy, 363 Their Loyalty, 379. They de-
liver up their Plate to the King, 454,455.

fe
T
niverfity of Oxford, their Anfwer to the Puritans millenary Petition,

18. Their famous Decree, 1 1 8. Their new Statutes, 231. Their
Addrefs in favour of the Hierarchy, 362. TheirLoyalty,455. Vice-

Chancellor's letter on behalf of it, ib. The Chancellor's anfwer,456.

Vorftius, his opinions, and King James's zeal againft him, 88, 89.

Ufher, Aichbifhop, 92,93,94. His notion of Epifcopacy, 319.
His reduction of it to Synod ical Government, 373.

W.
\Y7Akes and Revels on the Lord's-Day countenanced, 203.

VV Laud's Letter, and the Eifhop of Bath and Wells's Anfwer
about them, ibid. Their Original and Ufe, 214.

Warmiftre, Reverend Mr. his Speech in Convocation, 300.
Warwick, Earl of, his character, 294.

White, T- a Papift, his Letter about the Growth of Popery, 329.

White. Mr. his Speech againft the Order of Bifhops, 338.

Whitcing, Reverend Mr. removes to New-England, 238.

Whitgift, Archbifliop, fends exprefs to King James in Scotland upon
the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 15. His Letter to Cecil about the

Puritans. 20. His behaviour in the Hampton-court Conference,

21,22. Hi: flattering Speech to King James, 28. His death and
chancier, 3-.

Wickhffe's New Teftament, 85.

Nightman, i'dward, burnt for Herefy, 90.

Williams, Bifhop, favourable to the Puritans, 149. His Trial and

cruel Sentence, 241. He is fet at liberty by the Long Parliament,

310. He is Chairman of the committee for Innovations, his letter

to to the Sub-committee, 369. His fcheme of Church-Difcipline,

372. His Vifitation, 397. He is made Archbifhopof York, 408.

\. !fon, Reverend Mr. his Sufferings, 208.

Windfor, Refolutions of the Cabinet Council there, 432.

Workman, Mr hi- Sufferings, 19^.

Worfhip, primitive manner of it, 321.

W:eii, Blmopi hi> Articles of Vifitation, 233. He is cerifur'd by

the Parliament, 313.

The End of the Second Volume.
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