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THE FRENCH FLEET ON THE SCOTTISH COAST.
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and pilots in readiness at the mouth of the
Frith of Forth to go on board the first vessel
that should give the signal agreed on.

In the mean time, the British fleet having
been forced, by stress of weather, off their
station on the 14th of March, the expedition
sailed on the 17th from the road of Dunkirk;
but it was detained in Newport-pits in conse-
quence of a change in the wind, till the 19th,
when it again set sail with a fair breeze for

Scotland. The expedition consisted of seven

men-of-war, two of which were fitted up as

- transports, and twenty-one frigates, having on

board 5,100 troops, under the command of
Monsieur le Comte de Gassé, who, on the last-
mentioned day, received from the French king
the patent of a Marshal of France, and assumed
the name of Mantignon. While at Newport,
three of the frigates, which had received some
damage, returned to Dunkirk ; but, ata council
of war, held in the apartment of the Chevalier,
it was resolved, at his desire, to proceed with-
out them, although these vessels had 800 troops
on board, and a considerable quantity of arms
and provisions. At the same council it was
also determined to sail directly to the Frith of
Forth, and to disembark the troops at Burnt-
island, whence it was proposed fo send a
detachment to take possession of Stirling. 4
The French fleet having been observed in
Newport-pits from the steeples of Ostend, a
vessel was immediately despatched thence by
Major-general Cadogan to inform Sir George
Byng of their having left Dunkirk : Sir George
went immediately in quest of the enemy. The
French fleet, favoured by a strong and fair
wind, reached the Frith on the evening of the
£3d, without seeing any of the English squad-
vun, and anchored off Crail, the commander
intonding to proceed up the Frith the follow-
ing morning ; but he had been anticipated by
the Proteus, one of the three vessels which had
returned to Dunkirk, and which, being a
superior sailer, had reached the Frith before

* him, and had given notice of the approach of

the French fleet to the friends of the Cheva-
lier, who lived on the coast, by firing five guns,
the concerted signal by which the friends of
the prince along that coast were to be apprized

4 M. D’Andrezel’s Account in Hooke, p. 139.
I :

of his arrival. Malcolin of Grange, who had
been for some days anxiously looking out for
the fleet, went immediately on board this vessel
with a pilot.

The resolution of M. de Forbin to proceed
up the Frith next morning, was, however, put
an end to, by the appearance, at day-break, of
the English fleet, consisting of 28 sail, stand-
ing in for the Frith. Alarmed for the safety
of his ships, the French commander immedi-
ately eut his cables, and by favour of a strong
land breeze which fortunately sprung up, stood
out to sea under full sail, having previously
given orders to the different ships, in case of
separation, to rendezvous at Cromarty or In-
verness., The French vessels being lighter and
cleaner, outstripped the English in sailing, and
all of them escaped; with the exception of the
Salisbury, a ship formerly captured from the
English, which was taken. On board of this
vessel were Lord Griffin, the Earl of Middle-
ton’s two sons, M. La Vie, a Major-general,
Colonel Francis Wauchope, some other officers,
and between 300 and 400 soldiers. On the
following day, the French commander finding
himself out of sight of the enemy, and all his
vessels together, with the exception of the
Salisbury, consulted with the Marshal de Man-
tignon, on the expediency of landing at some
place in the north of Secotland, and proposed
Inverness. The Chevalier, who was so desi-
rous of landing, that he had, though in vain,
entreated M. de Forbin, the preceding day, to
put him ashore, though his domestics alone
should accompany him, received this proposal
with great satisfaction. The fleet accordingly, -
aided by a favourable wind, steered to the
north during the whole of the Z5th; but at
ten o’clock at night, the wind suddenly changed
to the north, and blew directly in their teeth
with considerable violence. As the storm con-
tinued the whole of the following day, and as
M. de Forbin was afraid that the fleet would
be dispersed, and might, when separated, fall
into the hands of the enemy, a council was
held, at which it was unanimously resolved,
with the entire eoncurrence of the Chevalier,
to return to Dunkirk, where the expedition
arrived on the 7th of April.

_Such was the result of an enterprise, which,
but for the merest accidental circumstance,
: 3e




418

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE HIGHLANDS,

might have been crowned with the most com-
plete success; for had the expedition arrived
only a few hours earlier in the Frith of Forth,
the whole troops, arms and ammunition, would
have been landed without opposition. Such
were the dispositions of the people of Scotland
in favour of “the Pretender,” and so disaffeeted
liad they become towards the government, that
a universal rising would undoubtedly have
taken place in his support had he set his foot
in Secotland. No effectual resistance could
have been offered to him by the regular troops,
which did not exceed 2,500 men; and as
little reliance could be placed in them, from
their participating generally in the national
feeling, the Earl of Leven, the commander-in-
chief, had determined to retire to Carlisle or
Berwick, with such forces as would accompany
him.® The news of the sailing of the expedi-

% Alluding to the appearance of the French fleet in
the Frith, Lockhart says, ““It is impossible to describe
the different appearance of people’s sentiments; all this
day (23d March) generally speaking, in every person’s
face was to be observed an air of jollity and satisfac-
tion, excepting the general (Leven), those concerned
in the government, and such as were deeply dipt in
the revolution. These indeed were in the greatest
terror and confusion. And it was no great wonder
that the Earl of Leven did afterwards, in one of his
letters to the secretaries of state, complain that the
Jacobites were so uppish he durst hardly look them in
the face as they walked in the streets of Edinburgh ;
for uppish they were indeed, expecting soon to have
an occasion of repaying him and his fellow-rebels in
the same coin he and they had treated them for these
twenty years past. DBut next day advice was sent
from Sir George Byng, that he had come up with and
was then in pursuit of the French fleet, and then it
was that every body was in the greatest pain and
anxiety imaginable ; some fearing it would, and others
that it would not, determine as it did. In this per-
plexity were people when, on the next day, being
Sunday, a great nunber of tall ships were seen sailing
up the Frith. This put our general in sach a terror
and confusion as can scarcely be well expressed : he
drew up his army in battle array on the sands of
Leith, as if he'd oppose a landing, and in this posture
did he remain for several hours, when at last his fears,
which truly had almost distracted him, vanished by
the landing of a boat, which acquainted him that it
was the English fleet returning from chasing the
French. ~For Sir George Byng, after a day’s pursuit,
finding the French ont-sailed Tlim, tackt about for the
Frith, which was the place he designed chiefly to
guard ; besides, he had sailed so unprovided that
most of his ships wanted water and provisions. Here
be lay several weeks, and for the most part the wind
was easterly, so that he could not well lave sailed
down the Frith, and the French might, and every
body believed would, have landed in the north, or
sailed round and landed in the west; bnt instead of
that they went sneakingly home, without doing any
i;ood, but on the contrary much harm, to the king,
his country, and themselves.”—Vol, i, pD. 248, 244,

tion created a panic in England, was followed
by a run upon the bank, which weuld have
been obliged to suspend its payments had
not the most extraordinary exertions been made
to support its eredit.

The principal friends of the Chevalier de St,
George, and every person of any distinction in
Scotland, suspected of favouring his preten-
sions, were, upon the failure of the expedition,
immediately seized and committed to the
castles of Edinburgh and Stirling, and the
common jails, whence many of them were

transmitted to England, and imprisoned in the -

Tower of London, or in Newgate. Among
those who were carried to London, was the
Duke of Hamilton, who, taking advantage of
a quarrel between the Lord-treasurer Godol-
phin and the Whigs, obtained, by offering his
support to the latter in the election of the
Scottish representative peers, not only his own
liberation, but also that of all the other prison-
ers, with the exception of Stirling of Kier,
Seaton of Touch, Stirling of Carden, and other
gentlemen of Stirlingshire, who, on receiving
intelligence that the Chevalier had landed, had
mounted their horses and advanced in a body
towards Edinburgh, to support him. These
last were brought to trial for high treason, as
having appeared in arms against the govern-
ment ; but as mo proof was brought against
them, they were acquitted.® The fact is, that
the queen’s advisers, fully aware of the great
danger which the government had escaped,
and the risks to which it was still exposed,
were disposed to act a very lenient part, and
were afraid, under existing circumstances, to
commit themselves by sacrificing any of the
disaffected to a doubtful, and, as it must have
appeared to them, a precarious expediency.
For a time, the idea of a restoration seems
to have been abandoned ; but the systematic
attacks made by the High Church party in
England, upon the principles of the revelution,
and the popular excitement raised against the
Whig ministry in consequence of Dr. Sache-
verel’s trial, raised anew the expectations of
the Jacobites, which were still farther elevated
by the expulsion of the Whigs from office in
1710, by the intrigues of the Tories, Although

S Lockhart.
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the queen on opening the new parliament,
which met on the 25th of November, declared
to both houses that she would employ such
persons only as were warmly attached to the
Protestant succession in the House of Hanover;
vet it was generally understood that she was
inclined to favour the pretensions of her brother,
the Chevalier de St. George. As his religion
was, in fact, the only bar in the way of his sue-
cession, she endeavoured, but without success,
to induce him to abandon it. ¢ You see,” she
observed to the Duke of Buckingham, when
speaking of her brother, “he does not take the
least step to oblige me. I have no reason to
think he valunes me or my kingdom, therefore
I shall give it to the Xlector of Yanover.”
On another occasion, when warmly pressed by
the duke, she replied, ““ What would you have
me to do? You know, as the law stands, a
Papist cannot inherit the crown, and, therefore,
any will I may make will be to no purpose;
the law gives all to Hanover ; and therefore I
had better do that with a good grace which I
cannot help. He may thank himself for it.
He knows I always loved him better than the
Elector.”” The Tories were by no means
averse to her majesty’s views of a successor,
but afraid of a reaction in public opinion in
favour of the Whigs, who were endeavouring
to excite the fears of the mnation by raising a
no-popery ery, they not only carefully abstained
from any act which might be considered as
favouring the claims of “the Pretender;” but
even appeared as if hostile to them. Indeed,
so desirous were some of the Tory members of
the House of Commons to settle the crown
upon his head, that they required a mere pro-
fession of Protestantism from him, till he should
be firmly seated on the throne, after which he
might, they said, again resume the exercise
and profession of his religion. But the prince
refused to comply.

In Scotland, however, little reserve was
shown, a remarkable instance of which occurred
in the Faculty of Advocates, which body ac-
cepted from the Duchess*of Gordon a silver
medal, having on one side an impression of
the head of the Chevalier de St. George, and
on the reverse a representation of the British

7 Stuart Papers, July, 1712, vol. ii. p. 327.

islands, with the motto, “ Reddite.” At the
presentation of this treasonable device, a motion
thanking her grace for her gift was carried,
after a warm debate, by a majority of sixty-
three voices against twelve. Dundas of Arnis-
ton, to whom the task of conveying the vote
was intrusted, thanked her grace for having
presented the Faculty with a medal of their
sovereign, and stated a hope that she would
very soon be enabled to present them with a
second medal struck upon the restoration of
the king and royal family, and the finishing
of usurpation, rebellion, and whiggery. This
proceeding created an extraordinary sensation,
and Sir David Dalrymple, the Lord Advocate,
was directed by the ministry to inquire into
the matter. The Faculty grew alarmed, dis-
claimed the conduct of Dundas and of Horne,
another member with whom they alleged the
transaction originated, and by a solemn resolu-
tion declared their attachment to the queen
and the Protestant succession. To satisfy, in
some measure, the court of Hanover, the resi-
dent of which at the British court had pre-
sented a memorial to the queen desiring that
Dundas and his party might be prosecuted, the
Lord Advocate was dismissed from office,
because he had been remiss in bringing the
delinquents to justice; but no instructions
were given to his successor to prosecute them.

The remaining years of Queen Anne’s reign
were chiefly occupied with party struggles,
which embittered her existence and impaired
her constitution. The Tories disunited among
themselves, split latterly into two factions,
which were respectively headed by Harley,
Farl of Oxford, and Henry St. John, Lord
Viscount Bolingbroke. The Whigs, on the
other hand, united, active and vigorous, pressed
hard upon them, and employed every art to
inflame the people against the authors of their
disgrace. Popery and the Pretender were the
never-ceasing topics with which they endea-
voured to enlist the feelings of the nation in
their favour, and the Duke of Argyle, in &
warm debate which took place in the House of
Peers on a question proposed by the Earl of
‘Wharton, ‘ Whether the Protestant succession
was in danger under the present administra-
tion?” offered to prove that the lord-treasurer

had remitted a sum of money annually to the
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Highland Jacobite chiefs. Oxford did not
deny the charge, but defended himself by
saying, that he had only adopted the policy of
King William, who had granted yearly pen-
sions to the heads of the clans, the better to
secure their obedience to the government.
The fate of the Tory ministry was at length
sealed by the removal of Oxford and the death
of the queen, who survived that event only a
few days. Fatigued by a long attendance at a
cabinet council held immediately after the dis-
missal of the lord-treasurer, she was thrown
into a lethargic disorder, which terminated her
existence on the morning of the st of August,
1714, in the fiftieth year of her age, and in
the thirteenth of her reign. With the excep-
tion of her dereliction of duty towards her
father, which, from the circumstances in which
she was placed, may admit of considerable
palliation, she left behind her an unblemished
reputation; and though not possessed of much
genius or vigour of mind, she wielded the
sceptre with greater skill than is usually to
he found in sovereigns, who, like her, have
allowed themselves to be controlled by fa-
vourites.
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Tue dismissal of the Earl of Oxford from the
office of lord-high-treasurer was gratifying to
the Jacobites, whose expectations he had dis-
appointed, and they naturally waited with
anxiety for the appointment of his successor,
whom they confidently imagined would be
Bolingbroke, his rival, who was supposed, on
juster grounds, to favour their views, and to
whom they had transferred their confidence.
But all their hopes were disappointed by the
promotion of the Duke of Shrewsbury to the

treasury, a nobleman distinguished for modesty
and disinterestedness, and a devoted attach-
ment to his country.

~To counteract still farther the schemes of
Bolingbroke, all the members of the privy
council in London, or the neighbourhood, had
been invited, on the proposal of Somerset and
Argyle, to attend the council without distine-
tion of party, in consequence of which Lord
Somers, and many other Whig noblemen,
repaired to Kensington. The presence of such
a number of the Whigs completely overawed
the Tories, who, confused, distracted, and dis-
united, were either unable or afraid to oppose
the measures proposed by the former for effec-
tually securing the Protestant succession, and
gave a tacit acquiescence to them. Kvery pre-
caution, in short, had been taken to prevent
any movement of the Jacobite party in favour
of the Chevalier, and an express was sent to
the Elector of Hanover, informing him that
the physicians despaired of the queen’s life,
and desiring him to repair to England with
all convenient speed.

As soon as the death of the queen was an-
nounced, the lords of the privy council imet,
and drew up and issued a proclamation the
same day, declaring that by the death of Queen
Anne, the imperial crowns of Great Britain,
France, and TIreland, had “solely and right-
fully come to the High and Mighty Prince
George, Elector of Brunswick, Lunenburg,” in
consequence of which, the prince was imme-
diately proelaimed in London, by the heralds
at arms, with the usual solemnities, and on
Thursday the 5th of August, the same cere-
mony was repeated at the market cross of
Edinburgh, by the deputy-lord-lyon, king at
arms, in presence of the magistrates and town
council of the city, the judges of the supreme
courts, a considerable number of the nobility,
and a large assemblage of the inhabitants.
The Jacobites preserved a prudent silence on
this occasion, but the supporters of the govern-
ment at Edinburgh took care, notwithstanding,
to provide against any contingency. They,
accordingly, cut off a part of the wooden bridge
before the castle gate, and drew up the re-
maining part to cover the gate itself. They
also threw up an intrenchment between the
gate and the castle wall, on which they posted
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a party of soldiers. In addition to these pre-
cautions, Major-general Wightman, the com-
mander of the forces, ordered the different
detachments quartered at Dundee, and other
places, to join his camp in the vicinity of
Edinburgh, with which order they immediately
complied.8

Pursuant to an act of the late reign, the
parliament met on the day the queen: died.
The first four days were occupied in swearing
in the members, and on the 5th of Aungust, the
parliament was opened by the Lord Chancellor,
in name of the lords justices, on whom the
interim administration of the government had
devolved by an act of the 4th and 5th of
Queen Anne. Both houses thereafter voted
loyal addresses to his majesty, in which, after
congratulating him upon his accession to the
throne, they expressed their anxiety for his
safe and speedy arrival in Great Britain. To
these addresses his majesty returned most
gracious answers, which were reported to both
houses on the 25th of August, on which day
the parliament was prorogued till the 23d of
September.

‘When the Chevalier de St. George heard of
the'death of his sister, Queen Anne, he set off
from his residence in Lorraine, to Paris, to
crave the aid of the King of France, in vindi-
cation of his hereditary rights; but Louis
declined to interfere, on the ground that he
had, by the treaty of Utrecht, acknowledged
the Protestant succession. Disappointed in
his application, he retired first to Luneville,
and afterwards to Plombieres, whence, on the
29th of August, he issued a declaration as
King James III., asserting his indefeasible
right to the crowns of Great Britain and Ire-
land, and solemnly protesting against every
act that had been already done, or that should
thereafter be done to the prejudice of his
hereditary rights. He says, that although he
had been obliged by the treaty to remove from
France, that he had still continued to have his
kingdoms and his people in-view, and that he
had never ceased to hope, that God would in
time open his people’s eyes, and convince them
not only of the notorious injustice done to the

8 Rae's History of the late Rcbellion. Dumfries,
1718, p. 63.

crown and him, but of the dangerous conse-
quences thereof for themselves ; and that as he
could not see, without grief and sorrow, their
blood and treasure lavished in the late war, in
opposition to his rights, so he could not now
with less sorrow, see them exposed to be sub-
jected to an arbitrary power, and become a
prey to foreigners—that the settlement of the
succession upon one who was so far removed
from the regular line, was opposed to the
maxims of the English constitution—that the
Elector of Brunswick was, besides, a foreigner,
a powerful prince, and absolute in his own
country—that he was ignorant of the laws,
manners, customs, and language, and supported
by a good many of his own people—that there
had been many thousands of aliens domiciled
in England, for the last thirty years, who wounld
be ready to stand by him upon all occasions—
that the subversion of such a sacred and funda-
mental principle as hereditary right, would
lead to endless wars and divisions, and that as
there were many other princes, who had better
pretensions to the crown than the Elector of
Brunswick, the nation could never enjoy any
lasting peace or happiness, till the succession
was again settled ‘in the rightful line.”?
Meanwhile, certain movements in Scotland,
among the friends of the Chevalier, indicated
to the government that an insurrection was
intended. Bodies of armed men were secn
marching towards the Highlands, and a party
of Highlanders appeared in arms near Inver-
lochy, which was, however, soon dispersed by
a detachment from the garrison. In this situ-
ation of matters, the lords justices sent down
to Scotland a considerable number of half-pay
officers, chiefly of the Scots regiments, to officer
the militia of the country, under the direction
of Major-general Whitham, then commander-
in-chief in Scotland. These prompt measures
taken by the government, alarmed the Jacob-
ites, who, after several consultations, retired to
their homes. The Duke of Gordon was, by
order of the justices, confined in the city of
Edinburgh, and the Marquis of Huntly, and
Lord Drummond, in their respective residences
of Brahan, and castle Drummond. The last,
on hearing that an order for his seizure had

® Culloden Papers, pp. 30, 31.
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arrived, fled to the Highlands, but offered bail
for his good behaviour. At the same fime,
Captain Campbell, of Glendaruel, who had
obtained a commission from the late Tory
administration, to raise an independent com-
pany in the Highlands, was apprehended at
Inverlochy, and carried prisoner to the capital,
and Sir Donald M‘Donald of Slait, was also
seized and committed to the castle of Edin-
burgh.l As the lords justices had received
information that the Chevalier intended to
land in the kingdom, they, on the 15th of
September, issued a proclamation, in terms of
an act passed in the last session of parliament,
offering a reward of £100,000 sterling for his
apprehension, should he land or attempt to
land in Great Britain, 2

King George, after vesting the government of
his German dominions in a council, embarked
for England on the 16th of September, and
landed at Greenwich cn the 18th, where he
was received by the Duke of Northumber-
land, captain of the life-guards, and by the
lords justices, and a large number of the nobi-
lity and other persons of distinction. Among
those who presented themselves on this occa-
sion was the Earl of Mar, one of the secretaries
of state, but the king had been so prepossessed
against this nobleman, and indeed against all
the heads of the Tory party, that he did not
vouchsafe even to notice. him. The earl sus-
pecting that means had been used to prejudice
his majesty against him, had, in order to take
off any unfavourable impression which these
might have produced upon the king’s mind,
written a letter to George when in Holland on
his way to England, congratulating him upon
his accession to the throne, stating the services
which he had rendered to the government, and
assuring his majesty that he should find him
as faithful and dutiful a subject and servant
as ever any of his family, which had been
always loyal, had been to the crown, or as he
had been to his late mistress, the queen.
With the same view, it is supposed, or to throw
the government off its guard, Mar caused a
letter to be addressed to him by some of the
heads and branches of the Jacobite clans
expressive of their loyalty to King George, and

! Rae, p. 77. 2 Gazetle, 25th Septemnber, 1714,

declaring, that as they had been always ready
to follow his lordship’s directions in serving
Queen Anne, they were equally ready to concur
with him in faithfully serving his majesty.3
But the prejudices of the king against Mar
were too deeply rooted to be overcome, and
within eight days after the king’s arrival in
England, Mar was dismissed from office, and
the Duke of Montrose appointed in his stead.
It was very natural for the king to prefer the
Whig party, by whose influence he had been
raised to the throne ; but unfortunately for the

2 This document, which was signed by the chief
of Maclean, Macdonell of Glengarry, Cameron of
Lochiel, Macdonell of Keppoch, Sir Donald Mac-
donald, Mackintosh of Mackintosh, Mackenzie of Fra-
serdale, M ‘Leod of Contulick, Grant of Glenmoriston,
Chisholm of Comer, and M‘Pherson of Cluny, is as
follows :-—

““My Lord,

**So soon as we heard of the afflicting
news of the death of her late majesty, Queen Anne,
it did exceedingly comfort us, that, after so good and
great a queen, who had the hearts and consulted the
true happiness of all her peaple, we were to be governed
by his sacred majesty, King George, a prince so
brightly adorned with all royal virtues, that Britain,
under his royal administration, shall still be flonrish-
ing at home, and able to hold the balance in the affairs
of Europe.*  Allow us, my Lord, to please ourselves
with this agreeable persnasion, that his majesty’s royal
and kindly influence shall reach to us, who are the
most remote, as well as to others of his subjects in
this island. We are not ignorant that there are some
people forward to misrepresent us, from particular
private views of their own, and who, to reach their
own ends against us, on all occasions, endeavonr .to
make us, in the Highlands of Scotland, pass for dis-
affected persons,

“‘ Your lordship has an estate and interest in the
Highlands, and is so well known to bear good-will to
your neighbours, that in order to prevent any ill im-
pressions which malicious and ill-designing people may
at this juncture labour to give of us, we must beg
leave to address your lordship, and entreat you to
assure the government, in our names, and in that of
the rest of the clans, who, by distance of place, could
not be present at the signing of this letter, of our
loyalty to his sacred 1najesty, King George. And we
do hereby declare to your lordship, that as we were
always ready to follow your directions in serving
Queen Anne, so we will now be eqnally forward to
concur with your lordship in faithfully serving King
George. And we entreat your lordship would advise
as how we may best offer our duty to his majesty upon
his coming over to Britain; and on all occasions we
will beg to receive your counsel and direction how we
may be most useful to his royal government,.

“ We are, with all truth and respect,” &e.

a Theg-e is little diffienlty in perceiving, by comparing this
lettey with that written by Mar to the king, that it is the pro-
duction of Mar himself, though said to be drawn up by his
brother, Lord Grange, ‘‘The balance in the affairs of Europe,”
an expression since changed into that of the ‘““balance of
power,” is a phrase which could have oceurred only to a secre-
tary of state. What calamities have been inflicted upon
Europe since the sway of the Grand Monarque in attempts to
adJus't “this balance,” and yet the scales vibrate as much as
ever!

— ||
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nation, he carried this predilection too far. A
wise and prudent prince would have endea-
voured to conciliate the adverse faction by
acts of kindness, but George turned his back
upon the entire body of the Tories, and threw
himself completely into the arms of the Whigs,
who alone shared in the royal favour, and who
used every art to confirm their own interest,
and extend their connexions. The consequence
was, that a spirit of the most violent discontent
was excited throughout the whole kingdom,
and the populace, led on by the Tories or
Jacobites, raised tumults in different parts of
the kingdom. The Chevalier de St. George
availing himself of this excitement, transmitted
by the French mail copies of the manifesto, or
declaration, which he had issued from Plom-
bieres to the .chief nobility, particularly the
Dukes of Shrewsbury, Marlborough, and Ar-
gyle, who delivered them to the secretaries of
state. The king, imagining that the Duke of
Lorraine was privy to the preparation and trans-
mission of the manifesto, refused an audience
to the Marquis de Lamberti, minister from the
duke ; but although the duke, on being in-
formed by his minister of the circumstance,
denied most pointedly that he was accessory
to the affair, and declared that the Chevalier
took up his residence in Lorraine by the direc-
tions of the king of France, the king persisted
in refusing an audience to De Lamberti till
his master should remove the Chevalier from
his dominions.

The parliament having been dissolved, the
king, in the month of January, 1715, issued an
extraordinary proclamation, calling a new par-
liament. In this proclamation he complained
of the evil designs of the disaffected, and of
the misrepresentation of his principles and
conduct which had been industriously ecircu-
lated throughout the kingdom, expressing his
hopes that his loving subjects would send up
to parliament the fittest persons to redress the
present disorders, and to provide for the peace
and happiness of the kingdoms. In order to
secure the interest of those in civil and military
employments in the elections, a proclamation
was issued on the same day, continuing all per-
sons who had been duly invested in their offices,
civil or military, before the demise of the queen,
and who had not been since removed there-

from, for the space of six months from the date
of the proclamation, unless his majesty should
see cause to remove them soomer. A warmly
contested election followed in England, but
altliough the Tories made every exertion, and
set up the usual shout of the church in danger, a
cry which was responded to by the populace in
many places, a majority of Whigs was returned.
The Whigs were still more successful in Scot-
land, where a majority of the sixteen peers,

and forty out of forty-five members returned -

to the commons, were in the interest of the
government. The principal struggle in Scot-
land was in Inverness-shire, between M‘Kenzie
of Preston-hall, who was supported by Glen-
garry and the other Jacobite chiefs, and Forbes
of Culloden, brother of the celebrated President
Forbes, who carried the election by the inter-
est of Brigadier-general Grant, and the friends
of Lord Lovat.

The new parliament assembled on the 19th
of March at Westminster, and was for some
time chiefly occupied in investigating the con-
duct of the late ministers, against some of
whom measures of extreme rigour were resolved
upon. But these proceedings were interrupted
by the necessity of devising means for the
suppression of a growing spirit of discontent
and disaffection, which seemed to gain ground
daily in England, of which an insurrection in
Scotland, and an invasion from abroad, seemed
about to ensue as inevitable results. To put
an end to future rioting, a bill was passed, by
which it was declared, that if any persons, to
the number of twelve, riotously, tumultuously,
and unlawfully assembled, should continue
together for an hour after having been re-
quired to disperse by a justice of peace or other
officer, by proclamation publicly read,—and of
which a form was given in the act, they should
be guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy.
When the king attended in the House of
Lords on the 13th of July, to give his assent
to this and other bills, he informed both houses
that a rebellion had actually begun at home,
and that an invasion was threatened from
abroad, and he, therefore, solicited the com-
mons to enable him to provide for the defence
of the kingdom. The preparations of the
Chevalier de St. George for a descent upon
Great Britain were indeed already far advanced.
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Elated by the. intelligence which had been
sent him from England by the Tories, of the
disaffection of the people to the government,
and by the promises of support which he had
received from them, should he land in Great
Britain, the prince had applied a second time
for succour to Louis, who, notwithstanding the
treaty of Utrecht, supplied him privately with
money, and allowed a ship to be fitted out for
him, at his own expense, in the port of Havre.
The cause of the Chevalier had now been
openly espoused by the Duke of Ormond and
Lord Bolingbroke, both of whom having retired
to France, had been attainted by the British
parliament without a hearing, and were busily
employed corresponding with the Tories of
England. These intrigues and preparations
were early discovered by the Earl of Stair, the
British ambassador at Paris, and communicated
by him to the ministry. Proceeding upon this
information, the parliament suspended the
Habeas Corpus act, and renewed the offer of
one hundred thousand pounds to any person
_or persons who should seize the Pretender,
dead or alive. Great naval and military pre-
parations were made, and the trained bands
were kept in readiness to suppress tumults.

As early as May, a report was current
among the Jacobites of Scotland of the Cheva-
lier’s design to make a descent, in ccnsequence
of which they began to bestir themselves, by
providing arms, horses, &c. Lockhart of
Carnwath, a very warin partisan of the Cheva-
lier, while “solacing” himself, as he says,
with the expectation of hearing “great and
good news,” had his house surrounded by a
strong detachment of Lord Shannon’s regi-
ment of foot, which carried him prisoner to
the castle of Edinburgh, by virtue of a warrant
“under the Elector of Hanover's own hand.”
The apprehension of Lockhart served as a
signal to the other Jacobites in Scotland,
against whom warrants were issued, all of
whom escaped, with the exception of the Earls
of Home and Wigton, who were taken up, and
also committed prisoners to the castle. ¢

Of John Erskine, the 11th Earl of Mar, the
chief leader in the ensuing insurrection, it may
be proper to say a few words. Following the

* Lockhart Papers, vol. i. pp. 485-6.

footsteps of his father, who joined the revolu-
tion party, merely because he considered it his
interest so to do, the young ear], on entering
into public life, attached himself to the party
then in power, at the head of which was the
Duke of Queensberry, the leader of the
Scottish Whigs. He took the oaths and his
seat in parliament in September, 1696, was
sworn in a privy councillor the following year,
and was afterwards appointed to the command
of a regiment of foot, and invested with the
order of the Thistle. In 1704, when the
Whigs were superseded by the country party,
the earl, pursuant to the line of conduct he
intended to follow, of making his politics sub-
servient to his interest, immediately paid court
to the new administration, by placing himself
at the head of such of the Duke of Queens-
berry’s friends as opposed the Marquis of
Tweeddale and his party. In this situation
he showed so much dexterity, and managed
his opposition with so much art and address,
that he was considered by the Tories as a man
of probity, and well inclined to the exiled
family.  Afterwards, when the Whig party
came again into power, he gave them his sup-
port, and became very zealous in promoting all
the measures of the court, particularly the
treaty of union, for which he presented the
draught of an act in parliament, in 1705. To
reward his exertions, he was, after the proro-
gation of the parliament, appointed secretary
of state for Scotland, instead of the Marquis
of Annandale, who was displaced, because he
was suspected of holding a correspondence
with the ¢ Squadron,” who were inclined to
support the succession to the crown without,
rather than with the proposed union. His
lordship was chosen one of the sixteen repre-
sentative peers in 1707, and re-elected at the
general election the following year, and in
1710 and 1713. By the share he had taken
in bringing about the union, Mar had rendered
himself very unpopular in Scotland; but he
endeavoured to regain the favour of his coun-
trymen, by attending a deputation of Scottish
members, consisting of the Duke of Argyle,
himself, Cockburn younger of Ormiston, and
Lockhart of Carnwath, who waited on Queen
Anne in 1712, to inform her of their resolu-
tion: to move for a repeal of the union with
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England. 'When the Ear] of Findlater brought
forward a motion for repeal in the House of
Lords, Mar spoke strongly in favour of it, and
pressed the dissolution of the union as the
only means to preserve the peace of the island.5
He was made a privy-councillor in 1708, and
on the death of the Duke of Queensberry in
1713, the earl was again appointed secretary
of state for Scotland, and thus, for the second
time, enlisted himself under the banners of
Toryism; but an end was put to his political
tergiversation by his abrupt and unceremonious
dismissal from office by George I., and he
vowed revenge.

Though not possessed of shining talents, he
made ample amends for their deficiencies by
artifice and an insinuating and courteous de-
portment, and managed his designs with such
prudence and circumspection as to render it
extremely difficult to ascertain his object when
he desired concealment; by which conduct
“he showed himself,” in the opinion of a con-
temporary, “to be a man of good sense, but
bad morals.”6 The versatility of his politics
was perhaps owing rather to the peculiar cir-
cumstances in which he was placed than to
any innate viciousness of disposition. He was
a Jacobite from principle, but as the fortunes
of his house had been greatly impaired in the
civil war by its attachment to the Stuarts,
and as, upon his entrance into public life, he
found the cause of the exiled family at a low
ebb, he sought to retrieve the losses which his
ancestors had sustained; while, at the same
time, he gratified his ambition, by aspiring to
power, which he could only hope to acquire
by attaching himself to the existing govern-
ment. The loss of a place of £5,000 a-year,
without any chance of ever again enjoying
the sweets of office, was gall and wormwood
to such a man. This disappointment, and
the studied insult he had received from the
king, operating upon a selfish and ambitious
spirit, drove him into open rebellion, with no
other view than the gratification of his revenge.
But whatever were his qualifications in the
cabinet, he was without military experience,
and consequently unfit to command an army,
as the result showed.

5 Lockhart, vol. i. p. 436. 6 Jdem.

L

On the eve of Mar’s departure from England
to place himself at the head of the intended
insurrection in Scotland, he resolved to show
himself at court ; and, accordingly, he appeared
in the presence of King George on the 1st of
August, with all the complaisance of a courtier,
and with that affability of demeanour for which
he was so distinguished. What his motives
were for thus needlessly laying himself open
to the charge of studied duplicity by confront-
ing a sovereign whose throne he was about to
attempt to overturn, it is difficult to conjecture.
Was it to solace his offended pride, or to show
the-world the hardihood of his determination
to unfurl the standard of revolt, that he had
the cool daring, in presence of the nobles of
-the land, to look in the face the man against
whom he had inwardly vowed to wage war?
Or was his object, in thus appearing as if no
treasonable design could be in his contempla-
tion, intended as a feint to deceive the court
and lull suspicion, so as to enable him the
more effectually to conceal the preparations he
had made for his intended departure? All of
these questions might be fairly answered in
the affirmative, as being in perfect conformity
with the earl’s character.

Having disguised himself by changing his
usual dress, he embarked at Gravesend on the
2d of August, 1715, on board a vessel bound
for Newcastle, accompanied by Major-general
Hamilton and Colonel Hay, and attended by
two servants. On arriving at Newecastle he
and his party went on board another vessel
bound for the Frith of Forth, the property of
one Spence, and were landed at Elie, a small
port on the Fife coast, near the mouth of the
Frith. During the great civil war; and for
many years thereafter, a landing in Fife in
support of the Stuarts would have been a
dangerous attempt, but the opinions of many
of the Fife people had, of late, undergone a
complete revolution ; and, at the time in ques-
tion, Fife had, as the Jacobites would have
said, many “honest” men, or in other words,
persons who were warmly attached to the
interests of the exiled family. From ELlie, Mar
proceeded to Crail, where he was met by Sir
Alexander Erskine, the Lord Lyon, and other
friends of the Jacobite interest, who accom-

panied him to the house of ““the Honest Laird,”
3 H
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a name by which John Bethune of Balfour,
a stanch Jacobite, was commonly known.
After remaining a few days in Fife, Mar paid
a visit to his brother-in-law, the Earl of Kin-
noul, at his seat of Dupplin in the county of
Perth, whence he departed on Thursday the
18th of August, and crossed the Tay about
two miles below Perth, with 40 horse, on his
way to his seat of Kildrummy, in the Braes of
Mar. On the following day he despatched
letters to the principal Jacobites, inviting them
to attend a grand hunting-match at Braemar,
on the 27th of August. As the government
was on the alert, and watched very narrowly
any unusual assemblages, the Jacobites had
frequently before had recourse to this and
similar expedients to enable them to concert
their measures withont exciting the suspicion
of the government. ?

That the earl had matured his plans before
coming to Scotland, and that the Jacobites
were let into the secret of his designs, is evi-
dent from the fact that, as early as the 6th of
August, those in Edinburgh and the neigh-
bourhood were aware of his intention to come
down to Scotland. On the following morning
the Honourable John Dalzel, a captain on half

pay, sent in a resignation of his ecommission,

that he might join with greater freedom the
standard of the earl.

Under pretence of attending the hunting-
match, a considerable number of noblemen
and gentlemen arrived at Aboyne, in Aber-
deenshire, about the time appointed. Among
these were the Marquis of Huntly, eldest son
of the Duke of Gordon ; the Marquis of Tulli-
bardine, eldest son of the Duke of Athole ; the
Larls of Nithsdale, Marischal, Traquair, Errol,
Southesk, Carnwath, Seaforth, Linlithgow,
and others ; the Viscounts Kilsyth, Kenmure,
Kingston, and Stormont'; Lords Rollo, Duffus,
Drummond, Strathallan, Ogilvie, and Nairne ;
and about twenty-six gentlemen of influence in
the Highlands, among whom were Generals
Hamilton and Gordon, Glengary, Campbell of
Glendaruel, and the lairds of Auchterhouse
and Auldbar, 8

After the meeting had assembled, the earl

7 Rae, 188. 4 nnals of King George, year the second.
Lnndon 1717, p.

Rae, p. ]89 Annals of King George, pp. 15. 16.

proceeded to address his friends in a regular
and well-ordered speech. He began by ex-
pressing his sorrow for having been instra-
mental in forwarding the union of the two
kingdoms. He informed them that his eyes
were now opened, and that he clearly perceived
the error he had committed ; that he would
therefore do every thing in his power to make
his countrymen again a free people, and restore
to them their ancient liberties which had been
surrendered into the hands of the English by
the aceursed treaty of union. That this treaty,
which had already done so much injury to Scot-
land, was calculated to inflict additional griev-
ances upon it, and that such were the designs
of the English appeared evident by the mea-
sures which had been daily pursued ever since
the Elector of Hanover had ascended the
throne. That this prince regarded neither the
welfare of his people, nor their religion; but
had committed the charge of both entirely to
a set of men who, while they stuck to the Pro-
testant succession, made such alterations in
church and state as they thought fit. That
they had already begun to encroach upon the
liberties of both, on which account he had
resolved to vindicate their rights by placing
the lawful sovereign, James VIIL., who had
promised to hear their grievances and redress
their wrongs, upon the throne of his ances-
tors. He then informed them of his deter-
mination tc take up arms in behalf of his
lawful king: that he would summon all the
fencible men among his own tenantry, and
with them hazard his life in the cause ; and he
exhorted all those assembled to follow his
example. To encourage them to do so, he
assured them that there would be a general
rising in England in support of the cause;
that they would receive powerful assistance
from France, whither the Duke of Ormond
and Lord Bolingbroke had gone to induce
Louis XTV. to aid and assist them with men
and money ; and that the Duke of Berwick
would certainly land in the West of England
with a large force. That there were thousands
of persons throughout the kingdom who had
solemnly pledged themselves to him, and to
one another, to join him in deposing King
George, and establishing James VIII. on the
throne. He then informed them that he had
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received letters (which he exhibited) under the
hand of James himself, from Lorraine, promis-
ing to come over to Scotland and place his
person under the protection of the valour and
fidelity of his Scottish subjects; and that,
in the meantime, ships, provided with arms,
ammunition, and other military stores, would
be sent over from France as soon as a landing
port should be fixed upon. He thereupon pro-
duced, or stated that he had in his possession,
a commission from James, appointing him his
Lieutenant-general, and commander of all the
Jacobite forces in Scotland, and informed the
meeting that he was furnished with money,
and that an arrangement had been made by
which he would be enabled to pay regularly
the troops that should be raised, so that no
gentleman who might join his standard, with
uis followers, would be put to any expense,
and the country would be quite relieved from
the burden of supporting the war. After the
ear] had finished his harangue, the meeting
unanimously resolved to take up arms in sup-
port of the Chevalier; and after taking an
oath of fidelity to the earl as the representative
of James VIII. and to each other, the persons
present took leave of him, and promised to
return immediately to their estates and raise
their men, and to hold themselves in readiness
to join the earl on the first summons. To
enlist the feelings of the people in favour of
the prince, copies of his manifesto, of which
each individual who attended the meeting
obtained a supply from the earl, were industri-
ously circulated throughout the country, and
dropt in the streets of the different towns in
Scotland during night. \

The government was not inattentive to the
proceedings of the Jacobites, and measures
were adopted immediately by the Lord Advo-
cate for securing the chiefs. TUnder the autho-
rity of an act passed on the 30th of August, a
large number of noblemen and gentlemen, of
whom a great proportion belonged to the High-
lands, were summoned by him to appear at
Edinburgh within certain specified periods,
under the pain of a year's imprisonment and
other penalties, to give bail for their allegiance
to the government. Among them was Rob Roy.
The time allowed for the appearance of such
as resided to the south of the river Tay, was

seven days, to those on the north, fifteen, and
to such as might be out of Scotland, sixty days
after the day of citation. Very few of them
however appeared, and the remainder, almost
without exception, rushed at once into the
insurrection.

The confederated chiefs had scarcely all of
them reached their respective homes, when
they were again summoned by Mar to meet
him at Aboyne, on the 3d of September, to
concert measures for appearing immediately in
arms. Some of those who resided only a
short distance from the appointed rendezvous,
attended, and having received instructions to
assemble their men, and to join him without
delay, at Kirkmichael, a village in Braemar,
they returned to their estates, and sent round
the fiery cross to summon their followers to
the field. 'With 60 followers only, Mar pro-
claimed the Chevalier at Castletown in Brae-
mar, after which he proceeded to Kirkmichael,
where on the 6th of September he raised his
standard, which was consecrated by prayer, in
presence, according to some accounts, of a force
of 2,000 men, mostly consisting of horse.?
When the standard was in the course of being
erected, the ball on the top of the pole fell off,
an incident which was regarded by the super-
stitious Highlanders as a bad omen, and which
threw a damp over the proceedings of the day.

On the following day, Mar intimated by a
circular letter to the gentlemen of Perthshire,
his appointment to the chief command of all
King James’s forces in Scotland, and he
required them to hold themselves in readiness
to join him with their vassals when called
upon. He also directed them to secure the
arms of such persons as were hostile to the
cause of King James, and desired they would
prevent their men from plundering, or living
at free quarters, upon his Majesty’s subjects.

“The King,” he observes, “makes no doubt of -

your zeal for his service, especially at this
juncture when his cause is so deeply concerned,
and the relieving of our native country from
oppression and a foreign yoke, too heavy for
us and our posterity to bear, and when now is
the time to endeavour the restoring, not only
our rightful and native king, but also our

* 9 Annals of 2d Year of George I., p. 28.
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country to its ancient, free, and independent
constitution under him, whose ancestors have
reigned over us for so many generations.”

Two days thereafter the earl published a
high-flown declaration, in which he summons,
“in his Majesty’s name and authority,” and
“Dby the King’s special order to me thereunto,”
all faithful and loving subjects to raise their
fencible men with their best arms, and to join
him at the Inver of Mar on the following
Monday, in order to proceed in our march to
attend the king's standard with his other
forces. The king intending that his forces
shall be paid from the time of their first setting
out, he expects, as he positively orders, that
they behave themselves civilly, and commit
no plundering or other disorders, upon the
highest penalties, and his displeasure, which is
expected you'l see observed.”

As a contrast to this high-flown and liberty-
sounding document, the following singular let-
ter, written by the earl to his baillie in the
lordship of Kildrummy, on the evening of the
day on which the above declaration was issued,
is curious. It exhibits, in a remarkable point
of view, the despotic power which, even down
to such a modern period, a feudal or rather a
Highland chief considered himself entitled to
exercise with impunity over his vassals. Had
such an order been issued by a baron, who had
scarcely ever gone beyond the boundaries of
his own demesnes, it might have been passed
over without remark, as in perfect keeping
with the ideas of a feudal despot; hut to see
the refined courtier threatening his own vassals
and tenants with destruction, and even exter-
mination, merely because they hesitated to
take up arms in opposition to the government
under which they lived, and under which the
eatl himself had served, is indeed very extra-
ordinary :— .

‘* INVERCAULD, Sept. 9, at night, 1715.

“Jocke,—Ye was in the right not to come
with the hundred men ye sent up to-night,
when I expected four times the number. Tt
is a pretty thing, when all the Highlands of
Scotland are now rising upon their king and
country’s account, as I have accounts from
them since they were with me, and the gentle-
men of our neighbouring lowlands expecting

us down to join them, that my men should be
only refractory. Is not this the thing we are
now about, which they have been wishing
these twenty-six years? And now, when it is
come, and the king and country’s cause is at
stake, will they for ever sit still and see all
perish? I have used gentle means too long,
and so I shall be forced to put other orders T
have in execution. 1 have sent you enclosed
an order for the lordship of Kildrummy, which
you are immediately to intimate to all my vas-
sals: if they give ready obedience, it will make
some amends, and if not ye may tell them
from me, that it will not be in my power to
save them (were I willing) from being treated
as enemies, by those who are ready soon tc
join me; and they may depend on it, that T
will be the first to propose, and order their
being so. Particularly, let my own tenants in
Kildrummy know, that if they come not forth
with their best arms, that I will send a party
immediately to burn what they shall miss
taking from them. And they may believe this
not only a threat, but, by all that’s sacred, T'll
put it in execution, let my loss be what it will,
that it may be an example to others. You are
to tell the gentlemen that I'll expect them in
their best accoutrements, on horseback, and no
excuse to be accepted of. Go about this with
all diligence, and come yourself and let me
know your having done so. All this is not
only as ye will be answerable to me, but to
your king and country.
Your assured friend and servant,
MAR.”
‘“To John Forbes of Inverau,
Bailie of Kuldrummy.”

While the Jacobite chiefs were collecting
their forces, an event occurred which ought to
have induced them to abandon, at least for a
time, an enterprise signalized by such an un-
toward beginning. This was the death of
Louis XTIV., who expired on the 1st of Sep-
tember, after a short illness. An occurrence
more unfortunate to the cause of the Chevalier
could scarcely have happened at such a con-
Juncture, as it tended to damp the spirits of
his partisans, who looked upon Louis as the
main prop of the cause. On receipt of this
intelligence, the chiefs held a meeting to con-
sult upon the course they ought to pursue
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under this new aspect of matters. Some of
the more moderate were for returning home,
and remaining quiet till the amival of the
Chevalier, should he receive any encourage-
ment from the new government of France to
proceed on his intended voyage; but the
majority argued that they had already gone too
far to recede with safety, and that as a general
insurrection would take place in England in
favour of the Chevalier, they should take the
field forthwith. An immediate appeal to arms
having been resolved upon, messengers were
despatched to France to urge the Chevalier to
hasten his departure, and the following notable
manifesto, which had been privately printed at
Edinburgh by Freebairn, one of the king’s
printers, was issued at the same time:—

¢« Manifesto by the Noblemen, Gentlemen,
and others, who dutifully appear at this
time in asserting the undoubted rights of
their lawful sovereign, James the Eighth,
by the grace of God, king of Scotland,
England, France, and Ireland, defender
of the faith, &c.; and for relieving this,
his ancient kingdom, from the oppressions

and grievances it lies under.
¢ His majesty’s right of blood to the erowns
of these realms is undoubted, and has never
been disputed or arraigned by the least circum-
stance or lawful authority. By the laws of
God, by the ancient constitutions, and by the
positive unrepealed laws of the land, we are
bound to pay his majesty the duty of loyal
subjects. Nothing can absolve us from this
our duty of subjection and obedience. The
laws of God require our allegiance to our
rightful king—the laws of the land secure our
religion and other interests; and his majesty
giving up himself to the support of his Protes-
tant subjects, puts the means of securing to us
our concerns, religious and eivil, in our own
hands. Our fundamental constitution has
been entirely altered and sunk amidst the
various shocks of unstable faction, while, in
searching out new expedients pretended for
our seeurity, it has produced nothing but daily
disappointments, and has brought us and our
posterity under a precarious dependence upon
foreign councils and interests, and the power
of foreign troops. The late unhappy union

which was brought about by the mistaken
notions of some, and the ruinous and selfish
designs of others, has proved so far from
lessening and healing the differences betwixt
his majesty’s subjects of Scotland and England,
that it has widened and increased them. And
it appears by experience so inconsistent with
the rights, privileges, and interests of us, and
our good neighbours and fellow-subjects of
England, that the continuance of it must
inevitably ruin us, and hurt them; nor can
any way be found out to relieve us, and restore
our ancient and independent eonstitution, but
by the restoring our rightful and natural king,
who has the only undoubted right to reign
over us. Neither can we hope that the party
who chiefly contributed to bring us into bond-
age, will at any time endeavour to work our
relief, since it is known how strenuously they
opposed, in two late instances, the efforts that
were made by all Scotsmen by themselves, and
supported by the best and wisest of the Eng-
lish, towards so desirable an end, as they will
not adventure openly to disown the dissolution
of the union to be. Our substance has been
wasted in the late ruinous wars, and we see an
unavoidable prospect of having wars continued
on us and our posterity so long as the posses-
sion of the crown is not in the right line.
The hereditary rights of the subjects, though
confirmed by conventions and parliaments, are
now treated as of no value or force, and past
services to the erown and royal family are now
looked upon as grounds of suspicion. A packed
up assembly, who call themselves a British
parliament, have, so far as in them lies, inhu-
manely murdered their own and our sovereign,
by promising a good sum of money as the
reward of so execrable a crime. They have
proscribed, by unaccountable and groundless
impeachments and attainders, the worthy patri-
ots of England, for their honourable and suc-
cessful endeavours to restore trade, plenty, and
peace to these nations.

“They have broken in upon the sacred laws
of both countries by which the liberty of our
persons was secured, and they have empowered
a foreign prince, (who, notwithstanding his
expectations of the crown for fifteen years, is
still unacquainted with our manners, customs,
and language,) to make an absolute conquest
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(if not timely prevented) of the three king-
doms, by investing himself with an unlimited
power, not only of raising unnecessary forces
at honte, but also of calling in foreign troops,
ready to promote his uncontrollable designs.
Nor can we be ever hopeful of its being other-
wise, in the way it is at present, for some
generations to come. Aud the sad consequen-
ces of these unexampled proceedings have
really been so fatal to great mumbers of our
kinsmen, friends, and fellow-subjects of both
kingdoms, that they have been constrained to
abandon their country, houses, wives and chil-
dren, to give themselves up prisoners, and
perhaps victims, to be sacrificed to the pleasure
of foreigners, and a few hot-headed men of a
restless faction, whom they employ. Our
troops abroad, notwithstanding their long and
remarkable good services, have been treated,
since the peace, with neglect and contempt,
and particularly in Holland ; and it is not now
the officers’ long service, merit, and blood they
have lost, but money and favour by which
they can obtain justice in their preferments.
So that it is evident the safety of his majesty’s
person, and independency of his kingdoms,
call loudly for immediate relief and defence.
“The consideration of these unhappy cir-
cumstances, with the due regard we have to
common justice, the peace and quiet of us and
our posterity, and our duty to his majesty, and
his commands, are the powerful motives which
have engaged us in our present undertaking,
which we are firmly and heartily resolved to
push to the utmost, and stand by one another
to the last extremity, as the only solid and
effectual means for putting an end to so dread-
ful a prospect, as by our present situation we
have before our eyes, and with faithful hearts
true to our rightful king, our country, and our
neighbours, we earnestly beseech and expect,
as his majesty commands, the assistance of all
our true fellow-subjects to second our attempt ;
declaring hereby our sincere intentions that we
will promote and concur in all lawful means
for settling a lasting peace to these lands, under
the auspicious government of our native-born
rightful sovereign, the direction of our own
domestic councils, and the protection of our
native forces and troops. That we will in the
same manner concur and endeavour to have

our laws, liberties, and properties, secured by
the parliaments of both kingdoms; that by
the wisdom of such parliaments we will endea-
vour to have such laws enacted as shall give
absolute security to us, and future ages, for the
Protestant religion, against all efforts of arbi-
trary power, popery, and all its other enemies.

« Nor have we any reason to be distrustful
of the goodness of God, the truth and purity
of our holy religion, or the known excellency
of his majesty’s judgment, as not to hope, that
in due time, good examples and conversation
with our learned divines, will remove those
I;rejudices, which we know his education in a
Popish country has not riveted in his royal
discerning mind ; and we are sure, as justice is
a virtue in all religions and professions, so the
doing of it to him will not lessen his good
opinion of ours. That as the king is willing

to give his royal indemnity for all that is past,

so he will cheerfully concur in passing general
acts of oblivion, that our fellow-subjects, who
have been misled, may have a fair opportunity
of living with us in the same friendly manner
that we design to live with them. That we
will use our endeavours for redressing the bad
usage of our troops abroad, and bringing the
troops at home on the same footing and esta-
blishment of pay, as those of England. That
we will sincerely and heartily go into such
measures as shall maintain effectually, and
establish, a right, firm, and lasting union
betwixt his majesty’s ancient kingdom of Scot-
land, and our good neighbours -and fellow-
subjects of the kingdom of England.

“The peace of these nations being thus set-
tled and we freed from foreign dangers, we will
use our endeavours to have the army reduced
to the usnal number of guards and garrisons ;
and will concur in such laws and methods, as
shall relieve us of the heavy taxes and debts
now lying upon us, and at the same time, will
support the public credit in all its parts. And
we hereby faithfully promise and engage that
every officer who joins with us in our king and
country’s cause shall not only enjoy the same
post he now does, but shall be advanced and
preferred according to his rank and station and
the number of men he brings off with him to
us. And each foot soldier so joining us shall
have twenty shillings sterling, and each trooper
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or dragoon, who brings horse and accoutre-
ments along with him, £12 sterling gratuity,
besides their pay ; and in general we shall con-
cur with all our fellow subjects in such measures
as shall make us flourish at home, and be for-
midable abroad, under our rightful sovereign,
and the peaceable harmony of our ancient fun-
damental constitution, undisturbed by a pre-
tender’s interests and councils from abroad, or
a restless faction at home. In so honourable,
so good, and just a cause, we do not doubt of
the assistance, direction, and blessing of Al-
mighty God, who has so often succoured the
royal family of Stuarts, and our country from
sinking under oppression.”

A document better calculated to arouse the
national feeling could not have been penned.
Every topic which could excite a spirit of dis-
affection against the government then existing
is artfully introduced, and enforced with an
energy of diction and an apparent strength of
reasoning admirably fitted for exciting the spirit
of a people living, as they imagined, in a state
of national degradation. But this manifesto
which, a few years before, would have set the
whole of Scotland in a flame, produced little
or no effect in those quarters where alone it
was necessary to make such an appeal.

ey

CHAPTER XXV,

A D, 1715,
BRITISH SOVEREIGN :(—George I., 1714—1727.

Measures of the government— Attempt to surprise
Edinburgh Castle—Duke of Argyle appointed to
the command of the government forces-—Expedition
of General Gordon into Argyle—Proceedings of the
Earl of Mar—Insurrection in England—Affair at
Keith—Rising in the south of Scotland—Expedition
of Brigadier Mackintosh—Marches to Edinburgh
and occupies Leith—Duke of Argyle marches to
Leith —Retreat of Mackintosh—Joins ‘the forces
under Forster—Disputes among the insurgents and
secession of 500 Highlanders—Rebels march into
England—Battle of Preston.

Wraire the Earl of Mar was thus busily en-
gaged exciting a rebellion in the north, the
government was no less active in making pre-
parations to meet it. Apprehensive of a general |
rising in England, particularly in the west, |
where a spirit of disaffection had often dis-
played itself, and to which the insurrection in |

Scotland was, it was believed, intended as a
diversion ; the government, instead of despatch-
ing troops to Scotland, posted the whole dis-
posable force in the disaffected districts, at
convenient distances, by which disposition,
considerable bodies could be assembled together
to assist each other in case of need. The
wisdom of this plan soon became apparent, as
there can be no doubt, that had an army been
sent into Scotland to suppress the rebellion in
the north, an insurrection would have broken
out in England, which might have been fatal
to the government.!

To strengthen, however, the military force
in Scotland, the regiments of Forfar, Orrery,
and Hill, were recalled from Ireland. These
arrived at Edinburgh about the 24th of August,
and were soon thereafter despatched along with
other troops to the west, under Major-general
Wightman, for the purpose of securing the
fords of the Forth, and the pass of Stirling.
These troops being upon the reduced establish-
ment, did not exceed 1,600 men, a force inade-
quate for the protection of such an important
post.  Orders were, therefore, sent to the Earl

of Stair's regiment of dragoons and two foot

regiments, which lay in the north of England,
to march to the camp in the park of Stirling
with all expedition, and at the same time,
Evans's regiment of dragoons, and Clyton’s and
Wightman’s regiments of foot were recalled
fromn Ireland.?

During the time the camp was forming at
Stirling, the friends of the Chevalier at Edin-
burgh formed the daring project of seizing the
castle of Edinburgh, the possession of which
would have been of vast importance to the
Jacobite cause, Lord Drummond, a Catholic,
was at the head of this party, which consisted
of about 90 gentlemen selected for the purpose,
about one half of whom were Highlanders. In
the event of success, each of the adventurers
was to receive £100 sterling and a commission
in the army. To facilitate their design, they
employed one Arthur, who had formerly been
an ensign in the Scotch guards, to corrupt
some of the soldiers in the garrison, and who
by money and promises of preferment induced

1 Annals of 2d year of George I., p. 30.
* tdem, pp. 36—7. .
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a sergeant, a corporal, and two sentinels to
enter into the views of the conspirators. These
engaged to attend at a certain place upon the
wall, on the north, near the Sally-port, in order
to assist the conspirators in their ascent. The
latter had prepared a scaling ladder made of
ropes, capable of holding several men abreast,

Edinburgh Castle in 1715, from the North-East.

camp in St. Anne’s Yards, near Edinburgh,
had set off for Stirling. But the projectors of
this well-concerted enterprise were doomed to
lament its failure when almost on the eve of
completion.

Arthur, the officer who had bribed the
soldjers, having engaged his brother, a physi-
cian in Edinburgh, in the Jacobite interest,
let him into the secret of the design upon the
castle. Dr. Arthur, who appears to have been
a man of a timorous disposition, grew alarmed
at, this intelligence, and so deep had been the
impression made upon his mind while contem-
plating the probable consequences of such a
step, that on the day before the attempt his
spirits became so depressed as to attract the
notice of his wife, who importuned him to
inform her of the cause. He complied, and
his wife, without acquainting him, sent an
anonymous letter to Sir Adam Cockburn of
Ormiston, Lord-Justice-Clerk, acquainting him

and had so contrived it, that it could be drawn
up through means of pulleys, by a small rope
which the soldiers were to fasten behind the
wall. Having completed their arrangements,
they fixed on the 9th of September for the
attempt, being the day after the last detach-
ment of the government troops quartered in

From an old print.

with the conspiracy. Cockburn received this
letter at ten o’clock at night, and sent it off
with a letter from himself to Lieutenant-colonel
Stuart, the deputy-governor of the castle, who
received the communication shortly before
eleven. Stuart lost no time in ordering the
officers to double their guards and make dili-
gent rounds; but probably supposing that no
attempt would be made that night he went to
bed after issuing these instructions. In the
meantime, the conspirators had assembled at a
tavern preparatory to their attempt, but unfor-
tunately for its success they lingered over their
cups far beyond the time they had fixed upon
for putting their project into execution. In
fact, they did not assemble at the bottom of
the wall till after the deputy-governor had
issued his orders; but ignorant of what had
passed within the castle, they proceeded to tie
the rope, which had been let down by the
soldiers, to the ladder. TUnhappily for the
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whole party, the hour for changing the senti-
nels had arrived, and while the traitorous
soldiers were in the act of drawing up the
ladder, one Licutenant Lindsay, at the head of
a party of fresh sentinels, came upon them on
his way to the sally-port. The soldiers,
alarmed at the approach of Lindsay’s party,
immediately slipt the rope, one of them at the
same time discharging his piece at the assail-
ants to divert suspicion from himself. The
noise which this occurrence produced told the
conspirators that they were discovered, on
which they dispersed. A party of the town-
guard which the Lord Provost, at the request
of the Lord-Justice-Clerk, had sent to patrol
about the castle, attracted by the firing, imme-
diately rushed from the West-Port, and re-
paired to the spot, but all the conspirators,
with the exception of four whom they secured,
had escaped. These were one Captain Mac-
lean, an officer who had fought nnder Dundee
at Killiecrankie, whom they found lying on
the ground much injured by a fall from the
ladder or from a precipice; Alexander Ramsay
and George Boswell, writers in Edinburgh;
and one Lesly, who had been in the service of
the same Duchess of Gordon who had dis-
tinguished herself in the affair of the medal.
This party picked up the ladder and a quantity
of muskets and carbines which the conspirators
had thrown away in their flight.3

‘Such was the result of an enterprise which
had been matured with great judgment, and
which would probably have succeeded, but for
the trifling circumstance above mentioned.
~ The capture of such an important fortress as
the castle of Edinburgh, at such a time, would
have been of vast importance to the Jacobites,
inasmuch as it would not only have afforded
them an abundant supply of military stores,
with which it was then well provided, and put
them in possession of a considerable sum of
money, but would also have served as a rallying
point to the disaffected living to the south of
the Forth, who only waited a favourable op-
portunity to declare themselves. Besides giving
them the command of the city, the possession
of the castle by a Jacobite force would have
compelled the commander of the government

3 Patten, pp. 159, 160.

39, 40. Rae, pp- 199, 200.
I

Annals of George I., pp.

forces to withdraw the greater part of his
troops from Stirling, and leave that highly
important post exposed to the northern insur-
gents. Had the attempt succeeded, Lord
Drummond, the contriver of the design, was
to have been made governor of the castle, and
notice of its capture was to have been an-
nounced to some of the Jacobite partisans on
the opposite coast of Fife, by firing three can-
non-shots from its battlements. On hearing
the report of the guns, these men were in-
stantly to have communicated the intelligence
to the Earl of Mar, who was to hasten south
with all his forces.4

As the appointment of a person of rank,
influence, and talent, to the command of the
army, destined to oppose the Earl of Mar, was
of great importance, the Duke of Argyle, who
had served with distinction abroad, and who
had formerly acted as commander-in-chief of
the forces in Scotland, was pitched upon as
generalissimo of the army encamped at Stirling.
Having received instructions from his majesty
on the 8th of September, he departed for Scot-
land the fellowing day, accompanied by some
of the Scottish nobility, and other persons of
distinction, and arrived at Edinburgh on the
14th. About the same time, the Farl of
Sutherland, who had offered his services to
raise the clans in the northern Highlands, in
support of the government, was sent down
from London to Leith in a ship of war, with
orders to obtain a supply of arms and ammu-
nition from the governor of the castle of Edin-
burgh. He arrived on the 21st of September,
and after giving instructions for the shipment
of these supplies, departed for the north.

‘When the Duke of Argyle reached Edin-
burgh, he found that Mar had made consider-
able progress in the insurrection, and that the
regular forces at Stirling were far inferior in
point of numbers to those of the Jacobite com-
mander. He, therefore, on the day he arrived
in the capital, addressed a letter to the magis-
trates of Glasgow, (who, on the first appear-
ance of the insurrection, had offered, in a letter
to Lord Townshend, one of the secretaries of
state, to raise 600 men in support of the
government, at the expense of the city,) re-

4 Annals of Second Year of George I., p. 40.—
Patten, p. 160.
31
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’ questing them to send forthwith 500 or 600
| men to Stirling, under the command of such
officers as they should think fit to appoint, to
join the forces stationed there. In compliance
with this demand, there were despatehed to
Stirling, on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of Sep-
tember, three battalions, amounting to between
600 and 700 men, under the nominal command
of the Lord Provost, who deputed the active
part of his duties to Colonel Blackadder. On
the arrival of the first battalion, the duke ad-
dressed a second letter from Stirling to the
magistrates 'of Glasgow, thanking them for
their promptitude, and requesting them to send
intimation, with the greatest despatch, to all
| the friends of the government in the west, to
assemble all the fencible forces at Glasgow,
and to hold them in readiness to march when
required. In connexion with these instruc-
| tions, the duke, at the same time, wrote letters
of a similar import to the magistrates of all the
well affected burghs, and to private individuals
who were known to be favourably disposed.
The most active measures were accordingly
adopted in the south and west by the friends
of the government, and in a short time a suffi-
cient force was raised to keep the disaffected
in these districts in check.5 ;

Meanwhile the Earl of Mar and his friends
were no less active in preparing for the cam-
paign. © Pursuant to an arrangement with the
Jacobite chiefs, General Gordon, an officer of

. great bravery and experience, was despatched
" into the Highlands to raise the north-western
clans, with instructions either to join Mar with
such forces as he could collect at the fords of
the Forth, or to march upon Glasgow by Dum-
barton. Having collected a body of between
4,000 and 5,000 men, chiefly Macdonalds,
Macleans, and Camerons, Gordon attempted to
surprise Fort-William, and succeeded so far as
to carry by surprise some of the outworks,
sword in hand, in which were a lieutenant,
sergeant, and 25 men; but as the garrison
made a determined resistance, he withdrew his
men, and marched towards Inverary. This
route, it is said, was taken at the suggestion
of Campbell of Glendaruel, who, at the first
meeting of the Jacobites, had assured Mar and

% Rae.

his friends that if the more northern clans
would take Argyleshire in their way to the
south, their numbers would be greatly increased
by the Macleans, Macdonalds, Macdougalls,
Macneills, and the other Macs of that county,
together with a great number of Campbells, of
the family and followers of the Earl of Bread-
albane, Sir James Campbell of Auchinbreck,
and Sir Dnncan Campbell of Lochnell; all of
whom, he said, would join in the insurrection,
when they saw the other clans in that country
at hand to protect them against those in the
interest of the Duke of Argyle.®

When the Earl of Islay, brother to the
Duke of Argyle, heard of General Gordon’s
movements, he assembled about 2,500 men to
prevent a rising of the clans in Argyle, and of
the disaffected branches of the name of Camp-
bell. On arriving before Inverary, General
Gordon found the place protected by entrench-
ments which the ear] had thrown up. He did
not venture on an attack, but contented him-
self with encamping at the north-east side of
the town, at nearly the distance of a mile,
where he continued some days without any
hostile attempt being made on either side. It
was evidently contrary to Gordon’s plan to
hazard an action, his sole design in entering
Argyleshire being to give an opportunity to
the Jacobite population of that distriet to join
his standard, which the keeping of such a
large body of men locked up in Inverary
would greatly assist.

During the continuance before Inverary of
the “Black Camp,” as General Gordon’s party
was denominated by the Campbells, the Iarl
of Islay and his men were kept in a state of
continual alarm from the most frifling causes.
On one occasion an amusing incident occurred,
which excited the fears of the Campbells, and
showed how greatly they dreaded an attack.
Some time before this occurrence, a small body
of horse from Kintyre had joined the earl: the
men were quartered in the town, but the horses
were pub out to graze on the east side of the
small river that runs past Inverary. The
horses disliking their quarters, took their de-
parture one night in search of better pasture.

6 Rae, p. 223.—Life of John, Duke of Ar le.\
London, 1745, pp. 178, 179, ° L i
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They sought their way along the shore for the
purpose of erossing the river at the lower end
of the town. The trampling of their hoofs on
the gravel being heard at some distance by the
garrison, the earl’s men were thrown into the
utmost consternation, as they had no doubt
that the enemy was advancing to attack them.
As the horses were at full gallop, and advanc-
ing nearer every moment, the noise increasing
as they approached, nothing but terror was to
be seen in every face. "With trembling hands
they seized their arms and put themselves in a
defensive posture to repel the attack, but they
were fortunately soon relieved from the panic
they had been thrown into by some of the
horses which had passed the river approaching
without riders; so that ¢ at last,” says the nar-
rator of this anecdote, ¢ the whole was found
only to be a plot among the Kintyre horse to
desert not to the enemy, but to their own coun-
try; for tis to be supposed the horses, as well as
their owners, were of very loyal principles.”?
Shortly after this event, another occurrence
took place, which terminated not quite so ridi-
culously as the other. One night the sergeant
on duty, when going his rounds at the quarter

of the town opposite to the place where the

clans lay, happened to make some mistake in
the watchword. The sentinel on duty suppos-
ing the sergeant and his party to be enemies,
discharged his piece at them. The earl,
alarmed at the firing, immediately ordered the
drums to beat to arms, and in a short time
the whole of his men were assembled on the
castle-green, where they were drawn up in
battalions in regular order by torch or candle
light, the night being extremely dark. As
soon as they were marshalled, the earl gave
them orders to fire in platoons towards the
quarter whence they supposed the enemy was
approaching, and, accordingly, they opened a
brisk fire, which was kept up for a considerable
time, by which several of their own sentinels
in returning from their posts were wounded.
Whilst the Campbells were thus employed
upon the castle-green, several gentlemen, some
say general officers, who liked to fight ¢ under
covert,” retired to the square tower or castle
of Inverary, from the windows of which they

7 Life of Jokn Duke of Argyle, p. 180,

issued their orders. When the earl found that
he had no enemy to contend with, he ordered
his men to cease firing, and to continue all
night under arms. This humorous incident.
however, was attended with good consequences
to the terrified Campbells, as it had the effect
of relieving them from the presence of the
enemy. General Gordon, who had not the
most distant intention of entering the town, on
hearing the close and regular firing from the
garrison, concluded that some forces had
entered the town, to celebrate whose arrival
the firing had taken place, and alarmed for his
own safety, sounded a retreat towards Perth-
shire before day-light. 8

No sooner, however, had the clans left In-
verary, than a detachment of the Earl of Bread-
albane’s men, to the number of about 500,
entered the county under the command of
Campbell of Glenlyon. To expel them, the
Earl of Islay sent a select body of about 700
men, in the direction of Lorn, under the com-
mand of Colonel Campbell of Fanab, an old
and experienced officer, who came up with
Glenlyon’s detachment at Glenscheluch, a small
village at the end of the lake called Lochnell,
in the mid division of Lorn, about 20 miles
distant from Inverary. Both sides immedi-
ately prepared for battle, and to lighten them-
selves as much as possible, the men threw off
their plaids and other incumbrances. Whilst
both parties were standing gazing on each other
with fury in their looks, waiting for the signal
to commence battle, a parley was proposed, in
consequence of which, a conference was held
by the commanders half-way between the
lines. The result was, that the Breadalbane-
then, to spare the effusion of the Campbell
blood, agreed to lay down their arms on con-
dition of being allowed to march out of the
country without disturbance. These terms
being communicated to both detachments, were
approved of by a loud shout of joy, and
hostages were immediately exchanged on both
sides for the due performance of the articles.
The Earl of Islay, on coming up with the
remainder of his forces, was dissatisfied with
the terms of the capitulation, as he considered
that he had it in his power to'cut off Glen-

8 ldem, p. 181.




436

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE HIGHLANDS.

lyon’s party ; but he was persuaded to accede
to the articles, which were accordingly honour-
ably observed on both sides.®

In the meantime, the Earl of Mar had col-
lected a considerable force, with which he
marched, about the middle of September, to
Moulinearn, a small village in Athole, where
he proclaimed the Chevalier. On entering
Athole, he was joined by 500 Athole-men,
under the Marquis of Tullibardine, and by the
party of the Earl of Breadalbane’s men, under
Campbell of Glenlyon and Campbell of Glen-
daruel. He was afterwards joined by the old
earl himself, who, although he had, the day
preceding his arrival, procured an affidavit
from a physician in Perth, and the minister
of the parish of Kenmore, of which he was
patron, certifying his total inability, from age,
and a complication of diseases, to comply with
a mandate of the government requiring him to
attend at Edinburgh ; yet, nevertheless, found
himself able enough to take the field in sup-
port of the Chevalier.! Having received in-
telligence that the Xarl of Rothes, and some
of the gentlemen of Fife, were advancing with
500 of the militia of that county to seize Perth,
he sent Colonel John Hay, brother to the Earl
of Kinnoul, with a detachment of 200 horse, to
take possession of that town; he accordingly
" entered it on the 14th of September, without
opposition, and there proclaimed the Chevalier.
The provost made indeed a demonstration of
opposition by collecting between 300 and 400
men in the market place; but Colonel Hay
having been joined by a party of 150 men
which had been sent into the town a few days
before by the Duke of Athole, the provost
dismissed his men. When the Earl of Rothes,
who was advancing upon Perth with a body of
500 men, heard of its capture, he retired to
Leslie, and sent notice of the event to the
Duke of Argyle. The possession of Perth was
of importance to Mar in a double point of
view, as it not only gave him the command of
the whole of Fife, in addition to the country
north of the Tay, but also inspired his friends
with confidence.? Accordingly, the Chevalier

® Life of the Duke of Argyle, p. 184.

1 Collection of original Letters and Authentic Papers
relating to the Rebellion, 1715, p. 20.

* Annals of 2d year of George I, p. 41.

Patten, p.
5—155—220.

was proclaimed at Aberdeen by the Earl
Marischal ; at Castle Gordon, by the Marquis of
Huntly ; at Brechin, by the Earl of Panmure ;
at Montrose, by the Earl of Southesk ; and at
Dundee, by Graham of Claverhouse, who was
afterwards created Viscount Dundee, by the
Chevalier.

As Mar had no intention of descending into
the Lowlands himself without a considerable
force, he remained several days at Moulinearn
waiting for the clans who had premised to join
him, and in the meantime directed Colonel
Hay, whom, on the 18th of September, he
appointed governor of Perth, to retain posses-
sion of that town at all hazards. He also
directed him to tender to the inhabitants the
oath of allegiance to the Chevalier, and to
expel from the town all persons who refused
to take the oath. After this purgation had
been effected, Governor Hay was ordered to
appoint a free election of magistrates by
poll, to open all letters passing through the
post-office, and to appoint a new post-mas-
ter in whom he could have confidence. To
support Hay in case of an attack, Mar sent
down a party of Robertsons, on the 22d,
under the command of Alexander Robertson
of Strowan, their chief, known as the elector
of Strowan.

At this time, Mar’s forces did not probably
exceed 3,000 men, but their number having
been increased to upwards of 5,000 within a
few days thereafter, he marched down upon
Perth, which he entered on the 28th of Sep-
tember, on which day the Honourable James
Muzrray, second son of the Viscount Stormont,
arrived at Perth with letters from the Cheva-
lier to the earl, giving him assurances of speedy
and powerful succour, and promises from the
Chevalier, as was reported, of appearing per-
sonally in Scotland in a short time. This
gentleman had gone over to France in the
month of April preceding, to meet the Cheva-
lier, who had appointed him prineipal secretary
for Scotland, and had lately landed at Dover,
whence he had travelled incognito overland to
Edinburgh, where, although well known, he
escaped detection. After spending a few days
in Edinburgh, during which time he attended,
it is said, several private meetings of the friends
of .the Chevalier, he crossed the Frith in an
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open boat at Newhaven, and landed at Burnt-
island, whence he proceeded to Perth.?

The first operations of the insurgents were
marked by vigour and intrepidity. The seizure
of Perth, though by no means a brilliant affair,
was almost as important as a victory would have
been at such a crisis, and another dashing
exploit which a party of the earl’s army per-
formed a few days after his arrival at Perth,
was calculated to make an impression equally
favourable to the Jacobite cause. Before the
Earl of Sutherland took his departure from
Leith for Dunrobin castle, to raise.a force in
the north, he arranged with the government
for a supply of arms, ammunition and military
stores, which was to be furnished by the gover-
nor of Edinburgh castle, and sent down to the
north with as little delay as possible. Accord-
ingly, about the end of September, a vessel
belonging to Burntisland was freighted for
that purpose, on board of which were put about
400 stands of arms, and a considerable quantity
of ammunition and military stores. The vessel
anchored in Leith roads, but was prevented
from passing down the Frith by a strong north-
easterly wind, which, continuing to blow very
hard, induced the captain for security’s sake tc
weigh anchor and stand over to Burntisland
roads, on the opposite coast of Fife, under the
protection of the weather shore. The captain
went on shore at Burntisland, to visit his wife
and family who resided in the town, and the
destination of the vessel, and the nature of her
cargo being made known te some persons in
the Jacobite interest, information thereof was
immediately communicated by them to the
Earl of Mar, who at once resolved to send a
detachment to Burntisland to seize the vessel.
Accordingly, he despatched on the evening of
the 2d of October, a party of 400 horse, and
500 foot, from Perth to Burntisland, with
instructions so to order their march as not to
enter the latter place till about midnight. To
draw off the attention of the Duke of Argyle
from this expedition, Mar made a movement
as if he intended to march with all his forces
upon Alva, in the neighbourhood of Stirling,
in consequence of which. Argyle, who had re-
ceived intelligence of Mar’s supposed design,

4 Aunals of 2d year of Georye I., p. 42.

kept his men under arms the whole day in
expectation of an attack. Meanwhile, the
party having reached their destination, the foot
entered Burntisland unperceived, and while
the horse surrounded the town to prevent any
person from carrying the intelligence of their
arrival out of it, the foot seized all the boats in
the harbour and along the shore, to cut off all
communication by sea. About 120 men were,
thereupon, sent off in some boats to board the
ship, which they secured without opposition.
They at first attempted to bring the vessel into
the harbour, but were prevented by the state
of the tide. They, however, lost no time in
discharging her cargo, and having pressed a
number of carts and horses from the neigh-
bourhood into their service, the detachment
set off undisturbed for Perth with their booty,
where they arrived without molestation. Be-
sides the arms and other warlike materials
which they found in the vessel, the detachment
carried off 100 stands of arms from the town,
and between 30 and 40 more which they found
in another ship. Emboldened by the success
of this enterprise, parties of the insurgents
spread themselves over Fife, took possession of
all the towns on the north of the Frith of
Forth, from Burntisland to Fifeness, and pro-
hibited all communication between them and
the opposite coast. The Earl of Rothes, who
was quartered at Leslie, was now obliged, for
fear of being cut off, to retire to Stirling under
the protection of a detachment of horse and
foot, which had been sent from Stirling to
support him, under the command of the Earl
of Forfar, and Colonel Ker.*

Mar had not yet been joined by any of the
northern clans, nor by those under General
Gordon ; but on the 5th of October, about 500
of the Mackintoshes arrived under the com-
mand of the Laird of Borlum, better known
by the name of Brigadier Mackintosh, an old
and experienced soldier, who, as uncle of the
chief, had placed himself at the head of that
clan in consequence of his nephew’s minority.
This clan had formerly sided with the revolu-
tion party; but, influenced by Borlum, -who
was a zealous Jacobite, they were among the
first to espouse the cause of the Chevalier, and

+ Annals of George I., pp. 43, 44.
Rae, p. 234,

Patten, p. 156.
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had seized upon Inverness before some of the
other clans had taken the field. On the follow-

" ing day the earl was also joined by the Marquis

of Huntly at the head of 500 horse and 2,000
foot, chiefly Gordons ; and on the 10th by the
Tarl Marischal with 300 horse, among whom
were many gentlemen, and 500 foot. These
different accessions increased Mar's army to
upwards of 8,000 men.

Mar ought now to have instantly opened
the campaign by advancing upon Stirling, and
attacking the Duke of Argyle, whose forces
did not, at this time, amount to 2,000 men.
In his rear he had nothing to dread, as the
Earl of Seaforth, who was advancing to join
him with a body of 3,000 foot and 600 horse,
had left a division of 2,000 of his men behind
him to keep the Earl of Sutherland, and the
other friends of the government in the northern
Highlands, in check. As the whole of the
towns on the eastern coast from Burntisland
to Inverness were in possession of his detach-
ments, and as there was not a single hostile
party along the whole of that extensive stretch,
no obstacle could have occurred, had he marched
south, to prevent him from obtaining a regular
supply of provisions for his army and such
warlike stores as might reach any of these ports
from France. One French vessel had already
safely landed a supply of arms and ammunition
in a northern port, and another during Mar’s
stay at Perth boldly sailed up the Frith of
Forth, in presence of some Inglish ships of
war, and entered the harbour of Burntisland
with a fresh supply. DBut though personally
brave, Mar was deficient in military genius,
and was altogether devoid of that promptitude
of action by which Montrose and Dundee were
distingnished. Instead, therefore, of attempt-
ing at once to strike a decisive blow at Argyle,
the insurgent general lingered at Perth upwards
of a month, This error, however, might have
been repaired had he not committed a more
fatal one by detaching a considerable part of
his army, including the Macintoshes, who were
the best armed of his forces, at the solicitation
of a few English Jacobites, who, having taken
up arms in the north of England, craved his
support.

About the period of Mar's departure for
Scotland, the government had obtained infor-

mation of a dangerous coﬁspiracy in England
in favour of the Chevalier, in consequence of
which the titular Duke of Powis was com-
mitted to the Tower, and Lords Lansdowne
and Dupplin were arrested, as implicated in
the conspiracy, and a warrant was issued for
the apprehension of the Earl of Jersey. At
the same time, a message from the king was
sent to the house of commons, informing them
that his majesty had given orders for the
apprehension of Sir William Wyndham, Mr.
Thomas Forster, junior, member for the county
of Northumberland, and other members of the
lower house, as being engaged in a design to
support an invasion of the kingdom. Sir
William Wyndham was accordingly appre-
hended, and committed to the Tower, but Mr.
Forster having been apprised of the arrival of
a messenger at Durham with the warrant for
his apprehension, avoided him, and joined the
Farl of Derwentwater, a young Catholic no-
bleman, against whom a similar warrant had
been issued. Tired of shifting from place
to place, they convened a meeting of their
friends in Northumberland to consult as to
the course they should pursue; it was resolved
immediately to take up arms in support of
the Chevalier. In pursuance of a resolution
entered into, about 60 horsemen, mostly gentle-
men, and some attendants, met on Thursday
the 6th of October, at a place called Greenrig,
whence, after some consultation, they marched
to Plainfield, a place on the river Coquet,
where they were joined by a few adherents.
From Plainfield they departed for Rothbury,
a small market town, where they took up their
quarters for the night.

Next morning, their numbers still increas-
ing, they advanced to Warkworth, where they
were joined by Lord Widdrington, with 30
horse. Mr. Forster was now appointed to the
command of this.force, not on account of his
military abilities, for he had none, but because
he was a Protestant, and therefore less objec-
tionable to the high-church party than the Earl
of Derwentwater, who, in the absence of a
regularly bred commander, should, on account
of his rank, have been named to the chief
command. On Sunday morning, Mr. Forster
sent Mr. Buxton, a clergyman of Derbyshire,
who acted as chaplain to the insurgent party,




INSURRECTION IN ENGLAND.

439

to the parson of Warkworth, with orders to
pray for the Chevalier by name as king, and
to introduce into the Litany the name of Mary,
the queen-mother, and all the dutiful branches
of the royal family, and omit the names of
King George, and the prince and princess.
The minister of the parish wisely declined to
obey these orders, and for his own safety re-
tired to Newcastle. The parishioners, how-
ever, were not deprived of divine service, as
Mr. Buxton, on the refusal of the parson to
officiate as directed, entered the church, and
performed in his stead with considerable effect.?

On Monday the 10th of October, Mr. Forster
was joined by 40 horse from the Scottish
border, on which day he openly proclaimed
the Chevalier. This small party remained at
Warkworth till the 14th, when they proceeded
to Alnwick, where they were joined by many
of their friends, and thence marched to Morpeth.
At Felton bridge they were reinforced by
another party of Scottish horse to the number
of 70, chiefly gentlemen from the border, so
that on entering Morpeth their force amounted
to 300 horse. In the course of his march
Forster had numerous offers of service from
the country people, which, however, he was
obliged to decline from the want of arms; but
he promised to avail himself of them as soon as
he had provided himself with arms and ammu-
nition, which he expected to find in Newcastle,
whither he intended to proceed.

In connection with these movements, Launce-
lot Errington, a Newcastle shipmaster, under-
took to surprise Holy Island, which was
guarded by a few soldiers, exchanged weekly
from the garrison of Berwick. In a military
point of view, the possession of such an insig-
nificant post was of little importance, but it
was considered by the Jacobites as useful for
making signals to such French vessels as might
appear off the Northumberland coast with sup-
plies for the insurgents. Errington, it appears,
was known to the garrison, as he had been in
the habit of visiting the island on business;

5 ‘“Buxton’s sermen gave mighty encouragement
to the hearers. being full of exhortations, flourishing
arguments, and cunning insinuations, to be hearty
and zealous in the cause; for he was a man of a very
comely personage, and could humour his discourse to
induce his hearers to believe what he preached, having

very good natural parts, and being pretty well read.”
—Paiten, p. 29.

and having arrived off the island on the 10th
of October, he was allowed to enter the port,
no suspicions being entertained of his design.
Pursuant to the plan he had formed for sur-
prising the castle, he invited the greater part
of the garrison to visit his vessel, and having
got them on board, he and the party which
accompanied him left the vessel, and took
possession of the castle without opposition.
Errington endeavoured to apprise his friends
at Warkworth of his success by signals, but
these were not observed, and the place was
retaken the following day by a detachment of
30 men from the garrison of Berwick, and a
party of 50 of the inhabitants of the town,
who, crossing the sands at low water, entered
the island, and carried the fort sword in hand.
Errington, in attempting to escape, received a
shot in the thigh, and being captured, was
carried prisoner to Berwick; whence he had
the good fortune to make his escape in disguise.®

The possession of Newcastle, where the Jaco-
bite interest was very powerful, was the first
object of the Northumberland insurgents; but
they were frustrated in their design by the vigi-
lance of the magistrates. Having first secured
all suspected persons, the magistrates walled up
all the gates with stone and lime, except the
Brampton gate, on which they placed two pieces
of cannon. An association of the well-affected
inhabitants was formed for the defence of the
town, and the churchmen and dissenters, laying
aside their antipathies for a time, enrolled
themselves as volunteers. 700 of these were
immediately armed by the magistrates. The
keelmen also, who were -chiefly dissenters,
offered to furnish a similar number of men to
defend that town; but their services were not
required, as two successive reinforcements of
regular troops from Yorkshire arrived on the
9th and 12th of October. When the insur-
gents received intelligence of the state of affairs
at Newecastle, they retired to Hexham, having
a few days before sent an express to the Earl
of Mar for a reinforcement of foot.

The news of the rising under Mr. Forster
having been communicated to the Marquis of
Tweeddale, Lord Lieutenant of Haddington-
shire, his lordship called a meeting of his

6 Patten, pp. 31, 32.—Annals of George 1., pp. 74,
75.—Rae, pp. 241, 242.
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deputy lieutenants at Haddington early' in
October,and at the same time issued instructions
to them to put the laws in execution against
« papists” and other suspected persons, by
binding them over to keep the peace, and by
seizing their arms and horses in terms of a late
act of parliament. In pursuance of this order,
Mr, Hepburn of Humbie, and Dr. Sinclair of
Hermandston, two of the deputy lieutenants,
resolved to go the morning after the instruc-
tions were issued, to the house of Mr. Hepburn
of Keith, a zealous Jacobite, against whom
they appear to have entertained hostile feel-
ings. Dr. Sinclair accordingly appeared next
morning with a party of armed men at the
place where Hepburn of Humbie had agreed
to meet him; but as the latter did not appear
at the appointed hour, the doctor proceeded
towards Keith with his attendants. On their
way to Keith, Hepburn enjoined his party, in
case of resistance, not to fire till they should
be first fired at by Mr. Hepburn of Keith or
his party; and on arriving near the house he
reiterated these instructions. When the arrival
of Sinclair and his party was announced to
Mr. Hepburn of Keith, the latter at once sus-
pecting the cause, immediately demanded in-
spection of the doctor’s orders, Sinclair, there-
upon, sent forward a servant with the Marquis
of Tweeddale’s commission, who, finding the
gates shut, offered to show the commission to
Hepburn at the dining-room window. On
being informed of the nature of the commis-
sion, Hepburn signified the utmost contempt
at it, and furiously exclaiming ¢ God damn the
doctor and the marquis both,” disappeared.
The servant thinking that Mr. Hepburn had
retired for a time to consult with his friends
before inspecting the commission, remained
before the inner gate waiting for his return.
But instead of coming back to receive the
commission, Hepburn and his friends immedi-
ately mounted their horses and sallied out,
Hepburn discharging a pistol at the servant,
which wounded him in two places. 0ld Keitl/
then rode up to the doctor, who was standing
near the outer gate, and after firing another
pistol at him, attacked him sword in hand and
wounded him in the head. Sinclair's party,
in terms of their instructions, immediately
returned the fire, and Mr. Hepburn’s younger

son was unfortunately killed on the spot.
Hepburn and his party, disconcerted by this
event, instantly galloped off towards the Bor-
ders and joined the Jacobite standard. The
death of young Hepburn, who was the first
person that fell in the insurrection of 1715,
highly incensed the Jacobites, who longed for
an opportunity, which was soon afforded them,
of punishing its author, Dr. Sinclair.”

‘Whilst Mr. Forster was thus employed in
Northumberland, the Earl of Kenmure, who
had received a commission from the Earl of
Mar to raise the Jacobites in the south of Scot-.
land, was assembling his friends on the Scot-
tish border. Xarly in October he had held
private meetings with some of them, at which
it had been resolved to make an attempt upon
Dumfries, expecting to surprise it before the
friends of the government there should be
aware of their design ; but the magistrates got
timely warning. Lord Kenmure first appeared
in arms, at the head of 150 horse, on the
11th of October at Moffat, where he pro-
claimed the Chevalier, on the evening of which
day he was joined by the Earl of Wintoun
and 14 attendants. Next day he proceeded
to Lochmaben, where he also proclaimed “ the
Pretender.” Alarmed at his approach, the
magistrates of Dumfries ordered the drums to
beat to arms, and for several days the town
exhibited a scene of activity and military
hustle perfectly ludicrous, when the trifling
force with which it was threatened is con-
sidered. Kenmure advanced within two miles
of the town, but being informed of the pre-
parations which had been made to receive him,
he returned to Lochmaben. He thereupon
marched to Feclefechan, where he was joined
by Sir Patrick Maxwell of Springkell, with 14
horsemen, and thence to Langholm, and after-
wards to Hawick, where he proclaimed the
Chevalier. On the 17th of October, Kenmure
marched to Jedburgh, with the intention of pro-
ceeding to Kelso, and there also proclaimed the
prince ; but learning that Kelso was protected
by a party under the command of Sir William
Bennet of Grubbet, he crossed the Border with
the design of forming a junction with Forster,8

7 Rae, pp. 243 —245.
8 Rae.  Faithful Register of the late Rebellion.
London, 1718.
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We must now direct attention to the mea-
sures taken by the Farl of Mar in compliance
with the request of Mr. Forster and his friends
to send them a body of foot. As Mar had not
resolution to attempt the passage of the Forth,
which, with the forces under his command, he
could have easily effected, he had no other
way of reinforcing the English Jacobites, than
by attempting to transport a part of his army
across the Frith. As there were several Eng-
lish men-of-war in the Frith, the idea of sending
a body of 2,000 men across such an extensive
arm of the sea appeared chimerical ; yet, never-
theless, Mar resolved upon this bold and
hazardous attempt. 3

To command this adventurous expedition,
the Jacobite general pitched upon Old Borlum,
as Brigadier Mackintosh was familiarly called,
who readily undertook, with the assistance of
the Earl of Panmure, and other able officers,
to perform a task which few men, even of ex-
perience, would have undertaken without a
grudge. Tor this hazardous service, a picked
body of 2,500 men was selected, consisting of
the whole of the Mackintoshes, and the greater
part of Mar’'s own regiment, and of the regi-
ments of the Earl of Strathmore, Lord Nairne,
Lord Charles Murray, and Drummond of Logie-
Drummond. To escape the men-of-war, which
were stationed between Leith and Burntisland,
it was arranged that the expedition should
embark at Crail, Pittenweem, and Elie, three
small towns near the mouth of the Frith,
whither the troops were to proceed with the
utmost secrecy and expedition by the most
unfrequented ways through the interior of Fife.
At the same time, to amuse the ships of war,
it was concerted that another small and select
body should openly march across the country
to Burntisland, seize upon the boats in the
harbour, and make preparations as if they
intended to cross the Frith. With remarkable
foresight, Mar gave orders that the expedition
should embark with the flowing of the tide,
that in case of detection, the ships of war
should be obstructed by it in their pursuit
down the Frith.

Accordingly, on the 9th or 10th of October,
both detachments left Perth escorted by a body
of horse under the command of Sir John

Trskine of Alva, the Master of Sinclair, and
L

Sir James Sharp, grandson of Archbishop
Sharp of St. Andrews; and whilst the main
body proceeded in a south-easterly direction,
through the district of Tife bordering upon
the Tay, so as to pass unobserved by the men-
of-war, the other division marched directly
across the country‘to Burntisland, where they
made a feint as if preparing to embark in
presence of the ships of war which then lay at
anchor in Leith Roads. When the commanders
of these vessels observed the motions of the
insurgents, they manned their boats and de-
spatched them across to attack them should
they venture out to sea, and slipping their
cables they stood over with their vessels to the
Fife shore to support their boats. As the
boats and ships approached, the insurgents,
who had already partly embarked, returned on
shore ; and those on land proceeded to erect a
battery, as if for the purpose of covering the
embarkation. An interchange of shots then
took place without damage on either side, till
night put an end to hostilities. In the mean-
time, Brigadier Mackintosh had arrived at the
different stations fixed for his embarkation, at
the distance of nearly 20 miles from the ships
of war, and was actively engaged in shipping
his men in boats which had been previously
secured for their reception by his friends in
these quarters. The first division crossed the
same night, being Wednesday the 12th of
October, and the second followed next morning.
‘When almost half across the channel, which,
between the place of embarkation and the
opposite coast, is about 16 or 17 miles broad,
the fleet of boats was descried from the top-
masts of the men-of-war, and the commanders
then perceived, for the first time, the deception
which had been so successfully practised upon
them by the detachment at Burntisland. Un-
fortunately, at the time they made this dis-
covery, both wind and tide were against them;
but they sent out their boats fully manned,
which succeeded in capturing only two boats
with 40 men, who were carried into Leith, and
committed to jail. Assoon asthe tide changed,
the men-of-war proceeded down the Frith, in
pursuit, but they came too late, and the whole of
the boats, with the exception of eight, (which
being far behind, took refuge in the Isle of
May, to avoid capture,) reached the opposite

2K
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coast in perfect safety, and disembarked their
men at Gullane, North Berwick, Aberlady, and
places adjacent. The number carried over
amounted to about 1,600. Those who were
driven into the Isle of May, amounting to 200,
after remaining therein a day or two, regained
the Fife coast, and returned to the camp at
Perth.? :

The news of Mackintosh’s landing occasioned
a dreadful consternation at Edinburgh, where
the friends of the government, astonished at
the boldness of the enterprise, and the extra-
ordinary suecess which had attended it, at once
conjectured that the brigadier would march
directly upon the capital, where he had many
friends, and. from which he was only 16 miles
distant. As the city was at this time wholly
unprovided with the means of defence, Camp-
bell, the provost, a warm partisan of the govern-
ment, adopted the most active measures for
putting it in a defensive state. The well
affected among the citizens formed themselves
into a body for its defence, under the name of
the Associate Volunteers, and these, with the
city guards and trained bands, had different
posts assigned them, which they guarded with
great care and vigilance. Even the ministers
of the city, to show an example to the lay
citizens, joined the ranks of the armed volun-
teers. The provost, at the same time, sent an
express to the Duke of Argyle, requesting him
to send, without delay, a detachment of regular
troops to support the citizens.

After the brigadier had mustered his men,
he marched to Haddington, in which he took
up his quarters for the night to refresh his
troops, and wait for the remainder of his de-
tachment, which he expected would follow.
According to Mackintosh’s instructions, - he
should have marched directly for England, to
join the insurgents in- Northumberlund, but
having received intelligence of the consterna-
tion which prevailed at Edinburgh, and urged,
it is believed, by pressing solicitations from
some of the Jacobite inhabitants to advance
upon the capital, as well as lured by the eclat
which its eapture would confer upon his arms,
and the obvious advantages which would thence
ensue, he marched rapidly towards Edinburgh

? Annalsof George I., pp. 89—91. , Patten, -8, 9.

the following morning. He arrived in the
evening of the same day, Friday 14th October,
at Jock’s Lodge, about a mile from the city,
where, being informed of the measures which
had been taken to defend it, and that the
Duke of Argyle was hourly expected from
Stirling with a reinforcement, he immediately
halted, and called a council of war. After a
short consultation, they resolved, in the mean-
time, to take possession of Leith. Mackintosh,
accordingly, turning off his men to the right,
marched into the town without opposition.
He immediately released from jail the 40 men "
who had been taken prisoners by the boats of -
the men-of-war, and seized a considerable
quantity of brandy and provisions, which he
found in the custom-house. He then. took
possession of and quartered his men in the
citadel which had been built by Oliver Crom-
well. This fort, which was of a square form,
with four demi-bastions, and surrounded by a
large dry ditch, was now in a very dismantled
state, though all the outworks, with the excep-
tion of the gates, were entire. Within the
walls were several houses, built for the conve-
nience of sea-bathing, and which served the
new occupants in lieu of barracks. To supply
the want of gates, Mackintosh formed barri-
cades of beams, planks, and of carts filled with
earth, stone, and other materials, and seizing
six or eight pieces of cannon which he found
in some vessels in the harbour, he planted two
of them at the north end of the drawbridge,
and the remainder upon the ramparts of the
citadel. Within a few hours, therefore, after
he had entered Leith, Mackintosh was fully
prepared to withstand a siege, should the Duke
of Argyle venture to attack him. |

‘Whilst Mackintosh was in full march upon
the capital from the east, the Duke of Argyle
was advancing upon it with greater rapidity
from the west, at the head of 400 dragooms
and 200 foot, mounted, for the sake of greater
expedition, upon farm-horses. He entered the
city by the west port about ten o’clock at
night, and was joined by the horse militia of
Lothian and the Merse with a good many
volunteers, both horse and foot, who, with the
Marquis of Tweeddale, Lord Belhaven, and
others, had retired into Edinburgh on the ap-

proach of the insurgents. These, with the
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addition of the city guard and volunteers,
increased his force to nearly 1,200 men. With
this body the duke marched down towards
Leith next morning, Saturday, 15th October;
but before he reached the town many of the
“brave gentlemen volunteers,”! whose enthu-
siasm had cooled while contemplating the pro-
bable consequences of encountering in deadly
strife the determined band to which they were
to be opposed, slunk out of the ranks and re-
tired to their homes. On arriving near the
citadel, Argyle posted the dragoons and foot
on opposite sides, and along with Generals
Evans and Wightman, proceeded to reconnoitre
the fort on the sea side. Thereafter he sent
in a summons to the citadel requiring the
rebels to surrender under the pain of high
treason, and declaring that if they obliged him
to employ cannon to force them, and killed
any of his men in resisting him, he would give
them no quarter. To this message the laird of
Kynnachin, a gentleman of Athole, returned
this resolute answer, that as to surrendering
they did not understand the word, which could
therefore only excite laughter— that if his
grace thought he was able to make an assault,
he might try, but he would find that they were
fully prepared to meet it; and as to quarter
they were resolved, in case of attack, neither
to take nor to give any.

This answer was followed by a discharge from
the cannon on the ramparts, which made Argyle
soon perceive the mistake he had committed
in advancing without cannon. Had bhis force
been equal and even numerically superior to
that of Mackintosh, he could not have ventured
without almost certain destruction, to have
carried the citadel sword in hand, as he found
that before his men could reach the foot of the
wall or the barricaded positions, they would
probably have been exposed to five rounds
from the besieged, which, at a moderate com-
putation, would have cut off one half ef his
men. His cavalry, besides, on account of the
nature of the ground, could have been of little
use in an assault; and as, under such circum-
stances, an attack was considered impracticable,
the duke retired to Edinburgh in the evening
to make the necessary preparations for a siege.

1 Rae.

While deliberating on the expediency of mak-
ing an attack, some of the volunteers were very
zealous for it, but on being informed that it
belonged to them as volunteers to lead the
way, they heartily approved of the duke’s pro-
posal to defer the attempt till a more season-
able opportunity. 2

Had the Earl of Mar been apprised in due
time of Mackintosh’s advance upon Edinburgh,
and of the Duke of Argyle’s departure from
Stirling, he would probably have marched
towards the latter place, and might have
crossed the Forth above the bridge of Stirling,
without any very serious opposition from the
small force stationed in the neighbourhood ;
but he received the intelligence of the briga-
dier’'s movement too late to make it available,
had he been inclined; moreover it appears
that he had resolved not to cross the Forth till
joined by General Gordon’s detachment. 3

On returning to Edinburgh the Duke of
Argyle gave orders for the removal of some
pieces of cannon from the castle to Leith, with
the intention of making an assault upon the
citadel the following morning with the-whole
of his force, including the dragoons, which he
had resolved to dismount for the occasion.
But he was saved the necessity of such a
hazardous attempt, the insurgents evacuating
the place the same night. Old Borlum, seeing
no chance of obtaining possession of Kdin-
burgh, and considering that the occupation of
the citadel, even if tenable, was not of suffi-
cient importance to employ such a large body
of men in its defence, had resolved, shortly
after the departure of the duke, to abandon
the place, and to retrace his steps without
delay, and with all the secrecy in his power.
Two hours before his departure, he sent a boat
across the Frith with despatches to the Earl of
Mar, giving him a detail of his proceedings
since his landing, and informing him of his
intention to retire. To deceive the men-of-war
which lay at anchor in the Roads, he caused a
shot to be fired after the boat, which had the
desired effect of making the officers in com-
mand of the ships think the boat had some
friends of the government on board, and thus

2 Rae, p. 263.
3 Letter to Mr. Forster, 21st October, 1715.
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allowing her to pursue her course without
obstruction.

At nine o'clock at night, every thing being
in readiness, Mackintosh, favoured by the
darkness of the night and low water, left the
citadel secretly, and pursuing his course along
the beach, crossed, without observation, the
small rivulet which runs through the harbour
at low water, and which was then about knee
deep, and passing the point of the pier, pur-
sued his routq_southoeastX\ ard along the sands
of Leith. At his departure, Mackintosh was
obliged to leave about 40 men behind him,
who having made too free with the brandy
which had been found in the custom-house,
were not in a condition to march. These,
with some stragglers who lagged behind, were
afterwards taken prisoners by a detachment of
Axgyle’s forces, which also captured some bag-
gage and ammunition.

The Highlanders continued their march dur-
ing the night, and arrived at two o’clock on
the morning of Sunday, the 16th of October,
at Seaton House, the seat of the Earl of Win-
toun, who had already joined the Viscount
Kenmure. Here, during the day, they were
joined by a small party of their friends, who
had crossed the Frith some time after the
body which marched to Leith had landed, and
who, from having disembarked farther to the
eastward, had not been able to reach their
companions before their departure for the
capital. As soon as the Duke of Argyle heard
of Mackintosh’s retreat, and that he had taken
up a position in Seaton House, which was en-
compassed by a very strong and high stone wall,
he resolved to follow and besiege him in his new
quarters. But the duke was prevented from
carrying this design into execution by receiv-
ing intelligence that Mar was advancing upon
Stirling with the intention of ecrossing the
Forth.

Being apprised by the receipt of Mackin-
tosh’s despatch from Leith, of the Brigadier’s
design to mareh to the south, Mar had resolved,
with the view principally of facilitating his
retreat from Leith, to make a movement upon
Stirling, and thereby induce the Duke of Ar-
gyle to return to the camp in the Park with
the troops which he had carried to Edinburgh.
Mar, accordingly, left Perth on Monday the

17th of October, and General Witham, the
commander of the royalist forces at Stirling in
Argyle’s absence, having on the previous day
received notice of Mar's intention, immediately
sent an express to the duke, begging him to
return to Stirling immediately, and bring back
the forces he had taken with him to Edinburgh.
The express reached Edinburgh at an early
hour on Monday morning, and the duke imme-
diately left Edinburgh for Stirling, leaving
behind him only 100 dragoons and 150 foot
under General Wightman. On arriving at
Stirling that night he was informed that Mar
was to be at Dunblane next morning with his
whole army, amounting to nearly 10,000 men. *

tune, for Mar bad in fact advanced the same
evening, with all his horse, to Dunblane, little
more than six miles from Stirling, and his foot

‘Whether Mar would have really attempted the
passage of the Forth but for the intelligence
he received next morning, is very problemat-
ical ; but having been informed early on Tues-
day of the duke’s return, and of the arrival of
Evans’s regiment of dragoons from Ireland, he
resolved to return to Perth. In a letter which
he wrote to Mr. Forster from Perth on the
21st of October, after alluding to the informa-
tion he had received, he gives as an additional
reason for this determination, that he had left
Perth before provisions could be got ready for
his army, and that he found all the country
about Stirling, where he meant to pass the
Yorth, so entirely exhausted by the enemy that
he could find nothing to subsist upon. Besides,
from a letter he had received from General
Gordon, he found the latter could not possibly
join him that week, and he could not think of
passing the Forth, under the circumstances
detailed, till joined by him. TUnder these
difficulties, and having accomplished one of
the objects of his march, by withdrawing the
Duke of Argyle from the pursuit of his friends
in Lothian, he had thought fit, he observes, to
march back from Dunblane to Auchterarder,
and thence back to Perth, there to wait for
Gordon and the Larl of Seaforth.

Mackintosh, in expectation probably of an

* Annals of George I., p. 98.
p- 265.

Patten, p. 18. Rae,

The arrival of his Grace was most oppor-*

were only a short way off from the latter place. -
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answer to his despatch from Leith, appeared
to be in no hurry to leave Seaton House, where
his men fared sumptuously upon the best
which the neighbourhood could afford. As
all communication was cut off between him
and the capital by the 100 dragoons which
Argyle had left behind, and a party of 300
gentlemen-volunteers under the command of
the Earl of Rothes, who patrolled in the neigh-
bourhood of Seaton House, Mackintosh was in
complete ignorance of Argyle’s departure from
the capital, and of Mar’s march. This was
fortunate, as it seems probable that had the
Brigadier been aware of these circumstances,
he would have again advanced upon the capital,
and might have captured it. . During the three
days that Mackintosh lay in Seaton House, no
attempt was, of course, made to dislodge him
from his position, but he was subjected to
some petty annoyances by the volunteers and
dragoons, between whom and the Highlanders
some occasional shots were interchanged with-
out damage on either side. Having deviated
from the line of instructions, Mackintosh ap-
pears to have been anxious, before proceeding
south, to receive from Mar such new or addi-
tional directions as a change of circumstances
might require. Mar lost no time in replying
to Borlum’s communication, and on Tuesday
the 18th of October, Borlum received a despatch
desiring him to march immediately towards
England, and form a junction near the borders
with the English Jacobite forces under Mr.
Forster, and those of the south of Scotland
under Lord Kenmure. On the same day,
Mackintosh received a despatch from Mr.
Forster, requesting him to meet him without
delay at Kelso or Coldstream.>

To give effect to these instructions, Mackin-
tosh left Seaton House next morning, and pro-
ceeded across the country towards Longform-
acus, which he reached that night. Doctor
Sinclair, the proprietor of Hermandston House,
had incurred the Brigadier’s displeasure by his
treatment of the laird of Keith, to revenge
which he threatened to burn Sinclair’s mansion
in passing it on his way south, but he was
persuaded not to carry his threat into execu-
tion. He, however, ordered his soldiers to

5 Patten, p. 20.

plunder the house, a mandate which they
obeyed with the utmost alacrity. When
Major-general Wightman heard of Mackin-
tosh’s departure, he marched from Edinburgh
with some dragoons, militia and volunteers,
and took possession of Seaton House. After
demolishing the wall which surrounded it, he
returned to Edinburgh in the evening, carrying
along with him some Highlanders who had
lagged behind or deserted from Mackintosh on
his march. ¢

Mackintosh took up his quarters at Long-
formacus during the night, and continued his
march next morning to Dunse, where he ar-
rived during the day and proclaimed the
Chevalier. Here Mackintosh halted two days,
and on the morning of Saturday the 22d of
October, set out on his march to Kelso, the
appointed place of rendezvous, whither the
Northumbrian forces under Forster were march-
ing the same day. Sir William Bennet of
Grubbet and his friends hearing of the ap-
proach of these two bodies, left the town the
preceding night, and, after dismissing their fol-
lowers, retired to Edinburgh. The united
forces of Forster and Kenmure entered Kelso
about one o'clock on Saturday. The High-
landers had not then arrived, but hearing that
they were not far off, the Scottish cavalry, to
mark their respect for the bravery the High-
landers had shown in crossing the Frith,
marched out as far as Ednam bridge to meet
them, and accompanied them into the town
about three o’clock in the afternoon, amidst
the martial sounds of bagpipes. The forces
under Mackintosh now amounted to 1,400 foot
and 600 horse; but a third of the latter con-
sisted of menial servants.

The following day, being Sunday, was en-
tirely devoted by the Jacobites to religious
duties. Patten, the historian of the insurrec-
tion, an episcopal minister and one of their
chaplains, in terms of instructions from Lord
Kenmure, who had the command of the troops
while in Scotland, preached in the morning in
the great church of Kelso, formerly the abbey
of David L, to a mixed congregation of Catho-
lics, Presbyterians and Episcopalians, from
Deuteronomy xxi. 17. “The right of the first-

§ Patten, p. 20. Annals of George I., p. 101,
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born is his.”” The prayers on this occasion
were read by Mr. Buxton, formerly alluded to.
In the afternoon Mr. William Irvine, an old
Scottish Episcopalian minister, chaplain to the
Farl of Carnwath, read prayers, and delivered
a sermon full of exhortations to his hearers to
be zealous and steady in the cause of the
Chevalier. This discourse, he afterwards told
his colleague, Mr. Patten, he had formerly
preached in the Highlands about twenty-six
years before, in presence of Lord Viscount
Dundee and his army.

Next morning the Highlanders were drawn
up in the church-yard, and thence marched to
the market-cross with colours flying, drums
beating, and bagpipes playing, when the
Chevalier was proclaimed by Seaton of Barnes,
who claimed the vacant title of Earl of Dun-
fermline.  After finishing the proclamation,
he read the manifesto quoted in the conclusion
of last chapter, at the end of which the people
with loud acclamations shouted, ¢ No union !
no malt-tax ! no salt-tax 1”8

The insurgents remained three days in
Kelso, chiefly occupied in searching for arms
and plundering the houses of some of the
loyalists in the neighbourhood. They took
possession of some pieces of cannon which had
been brought by Sir William Bennet from
Hume castle for the defence of the town, and
which had formerly been employed to protect
that ancient stronghold against the attacks of
the Fnglish. They also seized some broad-
swords which they found in the church, and a
small quantity of gunpowder. Whilst at
Kelso, Mackintosh seized the public revenue,
as was his uniform custom in every town
through which he passed.

During their stay at Kelso, the insurgents
seem to have come to no determination as to
future operations; but the arrival of General
Carpenter with three regiments of dragoons,
and a regiment of foot, at Wooler, forced them
to resolve upon something decisive. TLord
Kenmure, thereupon, called a council of war

7 <t All the lords that were Protestants, with a vast
multitude of people, attended: It was very agreeable
to see how dccently and reverently the very common
Highlanders behaved, and answered the responses ac-
cording to the Rubrick, to the shame of many that
pretend to more polite breedirg.”— Patten, p. 40,

8 Patten, p. 49.

to deliberate upon the course to be pursued.
According to the opinions of the principal
officers, there were three ways of proceeding.
The first, which was strongly urged by the
Farl of Wintoun, was to march into the west
of Scotland, to reduce Dumfries and Glasgow,
and thereafter to form a junction with the
western clans, under General Gordon, to open
a communication with the Earl of Mar, and
threaten the Duke of Argyle’s rear. The
second was to give battle immediately to
General Carpenter, who had scarcely 1,000
men under him, the greater part of whom con-

sisted of newly-raised levies, who had never .

seen any service. This plan was supported by
Mackintosh, who was so intent upon it, that,
sticking his pike in the ground, he declared

that he would nof stir, but would wait for .

General Carpenter, and fight him, as he was
sure there would be no difficulty in beating
him. The last plan, which was that of the
Northumberland gentlemen, was to march
directly through Cumberland and Westmore-
land into Lancashire, where the Jacobite inter-
est was very powerful, and where they expected
to be joined by great numbers of the people.
Old Borlum was strongly oppesed to this view,
and pointed out the risk which they would
run, if met by an opposing force, which they
might calculate upon, while General Carpenter
was left in their rear. He contended, that if
they succeeded in defeating Carpenter, they
would soon be able to fight any other $roops,—
that if Carpenter should beat them, they had
already advanced far enough, and that they
would be better able, in the event of a reverse,
to shift for themselves in Scotland than in
England.?

Either of the two first-mentioned plans was
far preferable to the last, even had the troops
been disposed to adopt it ; but the aversion of
the Highlanders to a campaign in England
was almost insuperable; and nothing could
mark more strongly the fatuity of the North-
umberland Jacobites, than to insist, under
these circumstances, upon marching into Eng-
land. But they pertinaciously adhered to their
opinion, and, by doing so, may be truly said
to have ruined the cause which they had com-

® Annals of 2d year of George I., p. 123. DPatten,
pp- 53, 64, 65.
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bined to support. As the comparatively small
body of troops under Argyle was the only force
in Scotland from which the insurgents had any
thing to dread, their whole attention should
have been directed in the first place to that
body, which could not have withstood the
combined attacks of the forces which the
rebels had in the field, amounting to about
16,000 men. The Duke of Argyle must have
been compelled, had the three divisions of the
insurgent army made a simultaneous movement
upon Stirling, to have hazarded a battle, and
the result would very probably have been
disastrous to his arms. Had such an event
occurred, the insurgents would have immedi-
ately become masters of the whole of Scotland,
and would soon have been in a condition to
have carried the war into England with every
hope of success.

Amidst the confusion and perplexity occa-
sioned by these differences of opinion, a sort
of medium course was in the mean time resolved
upon, till the chiefs of the army should recon-
cile their divisions. The plan agreed upon
was, that they should, to avoid an immediate
encounter with General Carpenter, decamp
from Kelso, and proceed along the border in a
south-westerly direction towards dJedburgh:
accordingly, on Thursday the 27th of October,
the insurgents proceeded on their march. The
disagreement which had taken place had cooled
their military fervour, and a feeling of dread,
at the idea of being attacked by Carpenter’s
force, soon began to display itself. Twice, on
the march to Jedburgh, were they thrown into
a state of alarm, approaching to terror,! by
mistaking a party of their own men for the
troops of General Carpenter.

Instead of advancing upon Jedburgh, as
they supposed Carpenter would have done, the
insurgents ascertained that he had taken a dif-
ferent direction in entering Scotland, and that
from their relative positions, they were con-
siderably in advance of him in the proposed
route into England. The English officers
thereupon again urged their views in council,
and insisted upon them with such carnestness,
that Old Borlum was induced, though with
great reluctance, and not till after very high

1 Rae.

words had been exchanged, to yield. Prepara-
tory to crossing the Borders, they despatched
one Captain Hunter (who, from following the
profession of a horse-stealer on the Borders,
was well acquainted with the neighbouring
country,) across the hills, to provide quarters
for the army in North Tynedale; but he had
not proceeded far, when an order was sent after
him countermanding his march, in consequence
of a mutiny among the Highlanders, who re-
fused to march into England. The English
horse, after expostulating with them, threat-
ened to surround and compel them to march ;
but Mackintosh informed them that he would
not allow his men to be so treated, and the
Highlanders themselves despising the threat,
gave them to. understand that they would resist
the attempt. 2 ]

The determination, on the part of the High-
landers, not to march into England, staggered
the English gentlemen ; but as they saw no
hopes of inducing their northern allies to enter
intp their views, they consented to waive their
resolution in the meantime, and by mutual
consent the army left Jedburgh on the 29th of
October for Hawick, about ten miles to the
south-west. 'While on the march to Hawick,
a fresh mutiny broke out among the Highland-
ers, who, suspecting that the march to England
was still resolved upon, separated themselves
from the rest of the army, and going up to
the top of a rising ground on Hawick moor,
grounded their arms, declaring, at the same time,
that although they were determined not to
march into England, they were ready to fight
the cnemy on Scottish ground. Should the
chiefs of the army decline to lead them against
Carpenter’s forces, they proposed, agreeably to
the Earl of Wintoun’s advice, either to march
through the west of Scotland and join the
clans under General Gordon, by crossing the
Forth above Stirling, or to co-operate with the
Larl of Mar, by falling upon the Duke of
Axgyle’s rear, while Mar himself should assail
him in front. But the English officers would
listen to none of these propositions, and again
threatened to surround them with the horse
and force them to march. The Highlanders,
exasperated at this menace, cocked their pistols,

2 Annals of 2d year of George I., p. 128,
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and told their imprudent colleagues that if they
were to be made a sacrifice, they would prefer
being destroyed in their own country. By the
interposition of the Earl of Wintoun a recon-
ciliation was effected, and the insurgents re-
sumed their march to Hawick, on the under-
standing that the Highlanders should not be
again required to march into England.?

The insurgents passed the night at Hawick,
during which the courage of the Highlanders
was put to the test, by the appearance of a
party of horse, which was observed by their
advanced posts patrolling in front. On the
alarm being given, the Highlanders imme-
diately flew to arms, and forming themselves
in very good order by moonlight, waited with
firmness the expected attack; but the affair
turned out a false alarm, purposely got up, it
is believed, by the English commanders, to
try how the Highlanders would conduct them-
selves, should an enemy appear. Next morn-
ing, being Sunday, the 30th of October, the
rebels marched from Hawick to Langholm,
about which time General Carpenter entered
Jedburgh. They arrived at Langholm in the
evening, and with the view, it is supposed, of
attacking Dumfries, they sent forward to Eccle-
fechan, during the night, a detachment of 400
horse, under the FEarl of Carnwath, for the
purpose of blocking up Dumfries till the foot
should ecome up. This detachment arrived at
Ecclefechan before day-light, and, after a short
halt, proceeded in the direction of Dumfries ;
but they lhad not advanced far, when they
were met by an express from soine of their
friends at Dumfries, informing them that great
preparations had been made for the defence of
the town. The Earl of Carnwath immediately
forwarded the express to Langholm, and, in
the meantime, halted his men on Blacket
ridge, a moor in the neighbourhood of Eccle-
fechan, till further orders. The express was
met by the main body of the army about two
miles west from Langholm, on its march to
Dumfries.

The intelligence thus conveyed, immediately
created another schism in the army. The
English, who had been prevailed upon, from
the advantages held out to the Jacobite cause

3 Patten, pp. 67, 68.

Rae, pp. 271, 272,
4 Patten, p. 69. gLt T

by the capture of such an important post as
Dumfries, to accede to the proposal for attack-
ing it, now resumed their original intention of
marching into England. The Highlanders, on
the other hand, insisted upon marching in-
stantly upon Dumfries, which they alleged
might be easily taken, as there were no regular
forces in it. It was in vain that the advocates
of this plan urged upon the English the advan-
tages to be derived from the possession of a
place so convenient as Dumfries was, for
receiving succours from France and Ireland,
and for keeping up a communication with Eng-
land and their friends in the west of Scotland.
It was to no purpose they were assured, that
there were a great many arms and a good sup-
ply of powder in the town, which they might
secure, and that the Duke of Argyle, whom
they appeared to dread, was in no condition to
injure them, as he had scarcely 2,000 men
under him, and was in daily expectation of
being attacked by the Farl of Mar, whose
forces were then thrice as numerous ;—these
and similar arguments were entirely thrown
away upon men who had already determined
at all hazards to adhere to their resolution of
carrying the war into England. Te induce
the Scottish commanders to concur in their
views, they pretended that they had received
letters fromn their friends in Lancashire invit-
ing them thither, and assuring them that on
their arrival a general insurrection wonld take
place, and that they wonld be immediately
joined by 20,000 men, and would have money
and provisions in abundance. The advantages
of a speedy march into England being urged
with extreme earnestness by the English offi-
cers, all their Scottish associates, with the
exception of the Earl of Wintoun, at last con-
sented to try the chances of war on the soil of
England. Even Old Borlum, (who, at the
time the parties were discussing the point in
dispute, was busily engaged at a distance from
the place where the main body had halted,
restraining a party of the Highlanders from
deserting,) yielded to the entreaties of the Eng-
lish officers, and exerted all his influence to
induce his men to follow his example. By the
aid of great promises and money, the greater
part of the Highlanders was prevailed upon
to follow the fortunes of their commander, hut
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about 500 of them marched off in a body to
the north. Before they reached Clydesdale,
however, they were almost all made prisoners
by the country people, and lodged in jail.
The Earl of Wintoun, who was quite opposed to
the measure resolved upon, also went off with
his adherents, but being overtaken by a messen-
ger who was despatched after him to remon-
strate with him for abandoning his friends, he
consented to return, and immediately rejoined
the army. When overtaken, he drew up his
horse, and, after a momentary pause, as if
reflecting on the judgment which posterity
would form of his conduct, observed with
chivalrous feeling, that history should not have
to relate of him that he deserted King James’s
interest or his country’s gcod, but with a deep
presentiment of the danger of the course his
associates were about to pursue, he added,
“You,” addressing the messenger, “or any
man shall have liberty to cut these (laying
hold of his own ears as he spoke) out of my
head, if we do not all repent it.”

The insurgents, after spiking two pieces of
cannon which they had brought from Kelso,
immediately proceeded on their march for Eng-
land, and entered Longtown in Cumberland
the same night, where they were joined by the
detachment which had been sent to Eccle-
fechan the previous night. On the following
day, November 1st, they marched to Bramp-
ton, a small market town in Cumberland,
where they proclaimed the Chevalier, and
levied the excise duties on malt and ale. Mr.
Forster now opened a commission which he
had lately received from the Earl of Mar,
appointing him general of the Jacobite forces
in England. As the men were greatly fatigued
by forced marches, having marched about 100
miles in five successive days, they took up
their quarters at Brampton for the night to
refresh themselves. When General Carpenter
heard that the insurgents had entered England,
he left Jedburgh, and recrossing the hills into
Northumberland, threw himself between them
and Newecastle, the seizure of which, he
erroneously supposed, was the object of their
movement.

Next day the insurgents marched towards
Penrith, en approaching which they reccived

intelligence that the posse comitatus of Cum-
I

berland, amounting to mnearly 14,000 men,
headed by the sheriff of the county, and
attended by Lord Lonsdale and the Bishop of
Carlisle, had assembled near Penrith on the
line of their march to oppose their advance.
Mr., now General Forster, sent forward a
party to reconnoitre, but he experienced no
trouble from this immense rustic force, which
broke up and dispersed in the utmest confu-
sion on hearing of the approach of the recon-
noitring party. Patten, the historian of the
rebellion, who had formerly been curate of
Penrith, attempted, at the head of a party of
horse, to intercept his superior, the Bishop
of Carlisle, but his lordship escaped. The
insurgents eaptured some horses and a large
quantity of arms, and also took several pris-
oners, who being soon released, expressed their
gratitude by shouting, ““ God save King James
and prosper his merciful army.”® To impress
the inhabitants of Penrith with a favourable
idea of their strength and discipline, the insur-
gents halted upon a moor in the neighbour-
hood, where they formed themselves in order
of battle, and thereafter entered the town in
regular marching order. The principal inhabi-
tants, from an apprehension of being plun-
dered, showed great attention to them, in
return for which, and the comfortable enter-
tainment which they received, they abstained
from doing any act which could give offence.
They however raised, according to custom, the
excise and other public duties.

Next day the insurgents marched to Ap-
pleby, where, as at Penrith, they proclaimed
the Chevalier and seized the public revenue.
After halting two days at this fown, they re-
sumed their march on the 5th of November,
and arrived at Kendal, where they took up
their quarters for the night. Next morning,
being Sunday, they, after a short march,
reached Kirkby-Lonsdale, where, after pro-
claiming the Chevalier, they went to the
church in the afternoon, where, in absence of
the parson, who had absconded, Mr. Patten
read prayers. This author relates a singular
instance of Jacobite zeal on the part of a gen-
tleman of the name of Guin, or Gwyn, who
entered the churches which lay in the route of

5 Lelter about the Ocenrrences on the way to, and at

Preston. By an Eye Witness, p 4.
3L
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the army, and scratching out the name qf
King George from the prayer books, substi-
tuted that of the Chevalier in its stead, in a
manner so closely resembling the print that
the alteration could scarcely be perceived.

The insurgents had now marched through
two populous counties, but they had obtained
the accession of only two gentlemen to their
ranks. They would probably have received
some additions in Cumberland and Westmore-
land, had ot precautions been taken by the
sheriffs of these counties beforehand to secure
the principal Catholics and lodge them in the
castle of Carlisle. Despairing of obtaining any
considerable accession of force, 17 gentlemen
of Teviotdale had left the army at Appleby,
and the Highlanders, who had borne the
fatigues of the march with great fortitude, now
began to manifest signs of impatience at the
disappointment they felt in not being joined
by large bodies of men as they were led to
expect. Their prospects, however, began to
brighten by the arrival of some Lancashire
Catholic gentlemen and their servants at Kirk-
by-Lonsdale, and by the receipt of intelligence
the following day, when on their march to
Lancaster, that the Jacobites of Lancashire
were ready to join them, and that the Chevalier
had been proclaimed at Manchester. ¢

The insurgents entered Lancaster without
opposition, and instantly marching to the
market-place, proclaimed the Chevalier by
sound of trumpet, the whole body being drawn
up round the cross. After remaining two days
at Lancaster, where the Highlanders regaled
themselves with eclaret and brandy found in
the custom-house, they took the road to Pres-
ton on Wednesday the 9th of November, with
the intention of possessing themselves of War-
rington bridge and securing Manchester, as
preliminary to a descent upon Liverpool. The
horse reached Preston at night, two troops of
Stanhope’s dragoons and part of a militia regi-
ment under Sir Henry Houghton, which were
quartered in the town, retiring to Wigan on
their approach; but owing to the badness of
the road from a heavy rain which had fallen
during the day, the foot did not arrive till the
following day, when the Chevalier was pro-

6 Patten, p. &9.

claimed at the cross with the usual formalities.
On the march from Lancaster to Preston, and
after their arrival there, the insurgents were
joined by different parties of gentlemen, chiefly
Catholics, with their tenants and servants, to
the number of about 1,500 in all, by which
additions Forster's army was increased to nearly
4,000 men.

Forster, who had kept a strict watch upon
Carpenter, and of whose movements he received
regular accounts daily, was, however, utterly
ignorant of the proceedings of a more formi-
dable antagonist, who, he was made to under-
stand by his Lancashire friends, was at too
great a distance to prove dangerous. This was
General Wills, who had the command in
Cheshire, and who was now busily employed
in concentrating his forces for the purpose of
attacking the rebels. Unfortunately for them,
the government had been induced, by the
tumults and violences of the high-church party
in the west of England during the preceding
year, to quarter bodies of troops in the dis-
affected districts, which being disposed at
Shrewsbury, Chester, Birmingham, Stafford,
‘Wolverhampton, Manchester, and other adja-
cent places, could be easily assembled together
on a short notice. On information being ecom-
municated to the government of the invasion
of England, General Wills had been directed
to collect all the forces he could, and to march
upon Warrington bridge and Preston, to pre-
vent the advance of the insurgents upon Man-
chester.

General Wills had, accordingly, made great
exertions to fulfil, without delay, the instrue-
tions he had received, and hearing that General
Carpenter was at Durham, had sent an express
to him to march westward; but he was unable
to save Preston. 'When the insurgents entered
this town, Wills was at Manchester, waiting
for the arrival of two regiments of foot and a
regiment of dragoons, which were within a few
days’ march of him; but alarmed lest by delay-
ing his march the rebels might make them-
selves masters of Warrington bridge and Man-
chester, by the possession of which they would
increase their force and secure many other
advantages, he resolved instantly to march
upon Preston with such troops as he had. He

left Manchester, accordingly, on Friday the’

-
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11th of November, for Wigan, with four regi-
ments of dragoons, one of horse, and Preston’s
regiment of foot, formerly known as the Camer-
onian regiment. He arrived at Wigan in the
evening, where he met Stanhope’s dragoons
and Houghton’s militia, who had retired from
Preston on the evening of the 9th. In the
meantime, the inhabitants of Liverpool antici-
pating a visit from the insurgents, were actively
employed in preparations for its defence.
‘Within three days they threw up a breastwork
round that part of the town approachable from
the land side, on which they mounted 70 pieces
of cannon, and, to prevent the ships in the
harbour from falling into the hands of the
enemy, they anchored them in the offing.

It was the intention of Forster to have left
Preston on the morning of Saturday the 12th;
but the unexpected arrival of Wills at Wigan,
of which he received intelligence on the pre-
ceding night, made him alter his design. For-
ster had been so elated by the addition which
his forces had received at Preston, that he
affected to believe that Wills would never
venture to face him ; but old Mackintosh ad-
vised him not to be too confident, as they
might soon find it necessary to defend them-
selves. Observing from a window where they
stood, a party of the new recruits passing by,
the veteran warrior thus contemptuously ad-
dressed the inexperienced general, “Look ye
there, Forster, are yon fellows the men ye
intend to fight Wills with. Good faith, Sir,
an’ ye had ten thousand of them, I'd fight them
all with a thousand of his dragoons.” In fact,
a more uncouth and unsoldier-like body had
never before appeared in the field, than these
Lancashire rustics; some with rusty swords
without muskets, others with muskets without
swords, some with fowling-pieces, others with
pitchforks, while others were wholly unpro-
vided with weapons of any sort.” Forster
now altered his tone; and if the report of a
writer, who says he was an eye-witness, be
{rue, the news of Wills’s advance quite un-
nerved him. TUndetermined how to act, he
sent the letter conveying the intelligence to
Lord Kenmure, and retired to rest. His lord-
ship, with a few of his officers, repaired to

7 Annals of 2d Year of George I., p. 136.

Forster’s lodgings to consult him, and, to their
surprise, found him in bed, though the night
was not far advanced. The council, after some
deliberation, resolved to send out a party of
horse towards Wigan, to watch the motions of
the enemy, to secure the pass into the town by
Ribble bridge, and to prepare the army for
battle.®

About day-break of the 12th, General Wills
commenced his march from Wigan, and as
soon as it was known that he was advancing
upon Preston, a select body of 100 well-armed
Highlanders, under the command of Farquhar-
son of Invercauld, was posted at Ribble bridge,
and Forster himself at the head of a party of
horse, crossed the bridge, and advanced to re-
connoitre.

The approach to Ribble bridge, which is
about half a mile from Preston, is by a deep
path between two high banks, and so narrow
in some places that scarcely two men can ride
abreast. Here it was that Cromwell, in an
action with the royalists, was nearly killed by
a large fragment of a rock thrown from above,
and only escaped by forcing his horse into a
quicksand. The possession, therefore, of this
pass, was of the utmost importance to the
insurgents, as Wills was not in a condition to
have forced it, being wholly unprovided with
cannon. Nor could he have been more suc-
cessful in any attempt to pass the river, which
was fordable only at a considerable distance
above and below the bridge, and might have
been rendered impassable in different ways.
But the Jacobite general was grossly ignorant
of every thing appertaining to the art of war,
and in an evil hour ordered the party at the
bridge to abandon it, and retire into the town.

General Wills arrived opposite Ribble bridge
about one o’clock in the afternoon, and was
surprised to find it undefended. Suspecting
an ambuscade, he advanced through the way
leading to the bridge with great caution, and
having ecleared the bridge, marched towards
the town. He, at first, supposed that the in-
surgents had abandoned the town with the
intention of returning to Scotland; but he soon
ascertained that they still maintained their
ground, and were resolved to meet him. Halt-

8 Letter, de., by an cye-witiess, p. 6.
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ing, therefore, his men upon a small rising
ground near the town, he rode forward with a
strong party of horse to take a survey of the
position of the insurgents.

During the morning they had been busily
employed in raising barricades in the principal
streets, and making other preparations for a
vigorous defence. The Karl of Derwentiwater
displayed extraordinary activity and zeal on
this occasion. He distributed money among
the troops, exhorted them to stand firm to
their posts, and set them an example by throw-
ing off his coat, and assisting them in raising
intrenchments. There were four main barriers
erected across the leading streets near the centre
of the town, at each of which, with one excep-
tion, were planted two pieces of cannon, which
had been carried by the insurgents from Lan-
caster, and beyond these barriers, towards the
extremities of the town, others were raised of
an inferior description. Behind the barricades
bodies of men were posted, as well as in the
houses outside the barricades, particularly in
those which commanded the entrances into the
principal streets. Certainly after the abandon-
ment of Ribble bridge, a more judicious plan
of defence could not have been devised by the
ablest tactician for meeting the coming exi-
gency ; but unfortunately for the insurgents,
the future conduct of their leaders did not cor-
respond with these skilful dispositions.

One of the main barriers was a little below
the church, and was commanded by Brigadier
Mackintosh, the task of supporting whom was
devolved upon the gentlemen voluntecrs, who
were drawn up in the churchyard under the
command of Viscount Kenmure and the Earls
of Derwentwater, Nithsdale, and Wintoun.
A body of Highlanders, under Lord Charles
Murray, third son of the Duke of Athole, was
posted at another barrier at the end of a lane
leading to the fields. Colonel Mackintosh, at
the head of the Mackintoshes, was posted at a
third barricade called the Windmill barrier,
from its adjoining such a structure on the road
to Lancaster. At the remaining barrier, which
was in the street leading to the Liverpool road,
were placed some of the gentlemen volunteers,
and a part of the Earl of Strathmore’s regi-
ment uider the command of Major Miller and
Mzr. Douglas,

“When the government general had made
himself acquainted with the plan of defence
adopted by the insurgents, he returned to his
main body, and made preparations for an im-
mediate attack.  As he had not sufficient forces
to make a simultaneous assault upon all the
barriers, he resolved to confine himself at first
to two only, those commanded by Old Borlum
and Colonel Mackintosh, in the streets leading
to Wigan and Lancaster respectively, at both
ends of the town. For this purpose he divided
his troops into three bodies ;—the first con-
sisted of Preston’s regiment of foot, and 250
dismounted dragoons taken in equal propor-
tions from the five dragoon regiments. This
division was commanded by Brigadier Honey-
wood, and was supported by his own reginient
of dragoons. The second body consisted of
the regiments of Wynn and Dormer, and a
squadron of Stanhope’s regiment, all of which
were dismounted ;—the last division, consist-
ing of Pitt’s horse and the remainder of Stan-
hope’s regiment, was kept as a reserve for
supporting the other divisions as occasion
should require, and to prevent the insurgents
from escaping over the Ribble.

The action was begun by the division of
Honeywood, which, after driving a party of
the insurgents from a small barricade at the
extremity of one of the leading streets, entered
the town, and attacked the barrier near the
church, defended by Brigadier Mackintosh ;
but Honeywood's men were unable to make
any impression, and after sustaining a galling
and destructive fire from the barrier and from
the houses on both sides of the street, they
were forced to retreat from the street with con-
siderable loss. Some of the officers of Preston’s
regiment being informed whilst engaged in the
street, that the street leading to Wigan was
not barricaded, and that the houses on that
side were not possessed by the insurgents,
Lord Forrester, the lieutenant-colonel, resolved,
after Honeywood’s division had failed to estab-
lish itself in the neighbourhood of the church,
to attempt an entrance in that direction. He
accordingly drew off his men by a narrow back
passage or lane which led into the street in the
direction of Wigan, and ordering them to halt
till he should personally survey the position of
the insurgents, this intrepid officer deliberately
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rode into the street with his drawn sword in his
hand, and amidst a shower of bullets, coolly
examined the barrier, and returned to his
troops. He then sallied into the street at the
head of his men, and whilst with one party
Lie attacked the barrier, another under his
direction crossed the street, and took possession
of a very high house belonging to Sir Henry
Houghton, which overlooked the whole town.
In this enterprise many of the assailants fell
by the fire of the insurgents who were posted
in the adjoining houses. At the same time,
Forrester's men possessed themselves of ano-
ther house opposite, which was unoccupied by
the insurgents. The possession of these houses
was of immense advantage to the government
troops, as it was from the firing kept up from
them that the insurgents chiefly suffered. A
party of 50 Highlanders, under Captain Innes,
had been posted in Houghton’s house, and
another body in the opposite one; but Briga-
dier Mackintosh had unfortunately withdrawn
both parties, contrary to their own wishes, to
less important stations.

Forrester’s men maintained the struggle with
great bravery, but were unsuccessful in every
attempt to force the barrier. As the insur-
gents, from their position in the houses and
behind the barricade, were enabled to take
deliberate aim, many of their shots took deadly
effect, and the gallant Lord Forrester received
several wounds; but although Preston’s foot
kept up a smart fire, they did little execution
among the insurgents, who were protected by
the barricade and the houses. Captain Peter
Farquharson was the only Jacobite officer who
fell in this attack. Ie received a shot in the
leg, and being taken to the White Bull inn,
where the wounded were carried, he called for
a glass of brandy, and thus addressed his com-
rades:—“Come lads, here is our master’s health ;
though I can do no more, I wish you good
success.” Amputation being deemed neces-
sary, this brave man expired, almost immedi-
ately, from the unskilfulness of the operator.

‘Whilst this struggle was going on near the
church, a contest equally warm was raging in
another quarter of the town between Dormer’s
division and the party under Lord Charles
Murray. In approaching the barrier com-
manded by this young nobleman, Dormer’s

men were exposed to a well-directed and mur-
derous fire from the houses, yet, though newly-
raised troops, they stood firm, and reached the
barricade, from which, however, they were
vigorously repulsed. TLord Charles Murray
conducted himself with great bravery in repel-
ling this attack, and anticipating a second
attempt upon the barrier, he obtained a rein-
forcement of 50 gentlemen volunteers from
the churchyard. Dormer’s troops returned to
the assault, but although they displayed great
courage and resolution, they were again beaten
back with loss. An attack made on the Wind-
mill barricade, which was defended by Colonel
Mackintosh, was equally unsuccessful.

Thus repulsed in all their attacks, and as in
their approaches to the barriers the government
troops had been incessantly exposed to a regu-
lar and well-directed fire from the houses,
General Wills issued orders to set the houses
at both ends of the town on fire, for the pur-
pose of dislodging the insurgents from such
annoying positions, and ecooping them up in
the centre of the town. Many houses and
barns were in consequence consumed, including
almost the entire range of houses as far as
Lord Charles Murray’s barrier. As the assail-
ants advanced under cover of the smoke of the
conflagration, many of the insurgents, in at-
tempting to escape from the flames, were cut
down on the spot. The rebels in their turn
attempted to dislodge the government troops
from the houses of which they had obtained
possession, by setting them on fire. Fortu-
nately there was no wind at the time, otherwise
the whole town would have been reduced to
ashes.

Night came on, yet an irregular platooning
was, notwithstanding, kept up till next day
by both parties. To distinguish the houses
possessed by the government forces, General
Wills ordered them to be illuminated, a cir-
cumstance which gave the besieged a decided
advantage, as the light from the windows
enabled them to direct their fire with better
effect. Wills soon perceived the error he had
committed, and sent persons round to order
the lights to be extinguished, which order
being promulgated aloud in the streets, was so
strangely misunderstood by those within, that,
to the amusement of both parties, they set up
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additional lights. During the night a consider-
able number of the insurgents left the town.

Before day-break, General Wills visited the
different posts, and gave directions for opening
a communication between both divisions of the
army to support each other, should necessity
require. During the morning, which was that
of Sunday the 13th of November, he was
occupied in making arrangements for renewing
the attack. Meantime General Carpenter ar-
rived about ten o’clock with Churchill’s and
Molesworth’s dragoons, accompanied by the
Tarl of Carlisle, Lord Lumley, and others.
"This event was as exhilarating to the royalists
as it was disheartening to the besieged, who,
notwithstanding the defection of their more
timorous associates during the preceding night,
were, before the accession of Carpenter, fully a
match for their assailants. Wills, after ex-
plaining to Carpenter the state of matters, and
the dispositions he had made, offered to resign
the command to him, as his superior officer;
but being satisfied with Wills’s conduct, Car-
penter declined to accept it, remarking, that as
he had begun the. affair so well, he ought to
have the glory of finishing it. On examining
matters himself, however, Carpenter found that
the town was not sufficiently invested, parti-
cularly at the end of Fishergate street, which
led to a meadow by which the insurgents could
easily have escaped. He therefore posted
Pitt's horse along the meadow, and lest the
whole body of the besieged should attempt to
force a retreat that way, he caused a communi-
cation to be opened through the enclosures on
that side, that the other divisions of the army
might the more readily hasten thither to inter-
cept them.

Thus invested on - all sides, and pent up
within a narrow compass by the gradual en-
croachments of the royalists, the Jacobite gen-
eral grew alarmed, and began to think of a
surrender. The Highlanders were fully aware
of their critical situation, but the idea of sur-
rendering had never once entered their minds,
and they had been restrained only by the most
urgent entreaties from sallying out upon the
royalists, and cutting their way through their
ranks, or dying, as they remarked, like men of
honour, with their swords in their hands.
Neither Forster nor any other officer durst,

therefore, venture to make such a proposal to
them, and Patten asserts, that had they known
that Colonel Oxburgh had been sent on the
mission he undertook, he would have never
seen Tyburn, but would have been shot by
common consent before he had passed the
barrier. This gentleman, who had great influ-
ence over Forster (and who, in the opinion of
the last-named author, was better calculated,
from the strictness with which he performed
his religious duties, to be a priest than a field
officer), in conjunction with Lord Widdrington
and others, prevailed upon him to make an
offer of capitulation, thinking that they would
obtain favourable terms from the government
general. This resolution was adopted without
the knowledge of the rest of the officers, and
Oxburgh, who had volunteered to mnegotiate,
went off about two o’clock in the afternoon to
Wills’s head-quarters. To prevent suspicion
of his real errand, the soldiers were informed
that General Wills had sent to offer them
honourable terms, if they would lay down
their arms. :
The reception of Oxburgh by General Wills
was very different from what he and his friends
had anticipated. Wills, in fact, absolutely re-
fused to hear of any terms, and upon Oxburgh
making an offer that the insurgents should lay
down their arms, provided he would recom-
mend them to the mercy of the king, he in-
formed him that he would not treat with
rebels, who had killed several of his Majesty’s
subjects, and who consequently must expect to
undergo the same fate. The colonel, there-
upon, with great earnestness, begged the gen-
eral, as an officer and a man of honour, to
show mercy to people who ivere willing to
submit. The royalist commander, somewhat
softened, replied, that all he would promise
was, that if the insurgents would lay down
their arms and surrender themselves prisoners
at discretion, he would prevent the soldiers
from cutting them to pieces till further orders;
and that he would allow them an hour for the
consideration of his offer. The result of this
interview was immediately reported by Ox-
burgh to his friends, but nothing had transpired
to throw any light upon their deliberations.
Before the hour had elapsed, Mr. Dalzell,
brother of the Iarl of Carnwath, appeared at
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Wills's head-quarters, and requested to know
what terms he would grant separately to the
Scots ; Wills answered that he would not treat
with rebels, nor grant any other terms than
those already offered.

To bring matters to an immediate issue,
General Wills sent Colonel Cotton into the
town about three o’clock in the afternoon, to
require an immediate answer to Wills’s pro-
posal. He was told, however, that differences
existed between the English and Scottish offi-
cers upon the subject, but they requested that
the general would allow them till seven o’clock
next morning to settle their differences, and to
consult upon the best method of delivering
themselves up. This proposal being reported
to Wills, he agreed to grant the Jacobite com-
manders the time required, provided they
would bind themselves to throw up no new
entrenchments in the streets, nor allow any of
their men to escape; for the performance of
which stipulations he required the delivery of
approved hostages.— Cotton having returned
to the town, the Earl of Derwentwater and
Brigadier Mackintosh were pitched upon as
hostages for the observance of these stipula-
tions, and sent to the royalist head-quarters.

As soon as the Highlanders perceived that a
capitulation was resolved upon, their fury knew
ne bounds. They declared that sooner than
surrender, they would die fighting, and that
when they could no longer defend their posts,
they would attempt to cut their way through
their assailants, and make a retreat. During
the night they paraded the streets, threatening
destruction to every person who should even
allude to a surrender. During these disturb-
ances, several persons were killed, and many
wounded, and Mr. Forster, who was openly
denounced as the originator of the capitula-
tion, would certainly have been cut to pieces
by the infuriated soldiers, had he appeared in
the streets. He made a narrow escape even in
his own chamber, a gentleman of the name of
Murray having fired a pistol at him, the ball
from which would have taken effect had not
Mr. Patten, the Jacobite chaplain, struck up
the pistol with his hand, and thus diverted the
course of the bullet.

At seven o'clock next morning, Forster noti-
fied to General Wills that the insurgents were

willing to surrender at discretion as he had
required. Old Borlum being present when
this message was delivered, observed that he
would not be answerable for the Scots surren-
dering without terms, as they were people of
desperate fortunes; and that he who had been
a soldier himself, knew what it was to be a
prisoner -at discretion. “Go back to your
people again,” answered Wills, “and I will
attack the town, and the consequence will be
I will not spare one man of you” After this
challenge, Mackintosh could not with a good
grace remain, and returned to his friends; but
he came back immediately, and informed Wills
that Lord Kenmure and the rest of the Scots
noblemen would surrender on the same condi-
tions as the English.

Colonel Cotton was thereupon despatched
with a detachment of 200 men to take posses-
sion of the town, and the rest of the govern-
ment forces thereafter entered it in two grand
divisions, amid the sound of trumpets and
beating of drums, and met in the market-place,
where the Highlanders were drawn up under
arms ready to surrender. The number of
prisoners taken on this occasion was 1,468, of
whom about 463 were English, including 75
noblemen and gentlemen; of the Scots 143
were noblemen and gentlemen. The noble-
men and gentlemen were placed under guards
in the inns of the town, and the privates were
confined in the church. On the part of the
insurgents there were only 17 killed and 25
wounded in the different attacks, but the loss
on the part of the royalists was very consider-
able, amounting, it is believed, to five times
the number of the former. From the small
number of prisoners taken, it would appear
that few of the country people who had joined
the insurgents when they entered Lancashire,
had remained in Preston. They probably left
the town during the nights of Saturday and
Sunday.®

9 Patten, p. 97, et seq. Annals of 2d year of

George 1., p. 125, et seq. Faithful Register of the
late Rebellion, pp. 162, 163, 164.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

4. 0. 1715—1716.
BRITISH SOVEREIGN i—George 1., 17141727,

Re-capture of Inverness by the Royalists—Prepara-
tions for opening the campaign—Mar's departure
from Perth—Junction of the western clans—Ad-
vance of Argyle towards Dunblane—Preparations
for battle—Battle of Sheriffmuir—Mar returns to
Perth and Argyle to Stirling—Arrival of the Cheva-
lier—Goes to Perth—Preparations of Argyle—
Jacobites retreat from Perth—Departure of the
Chevalier for France—Dispersion of the insnrgents.

Having, for the sake of continuity, brought
the narrative of the English branch of the in-
surrection to a close, in the preceding chapter,
we now proceed to detail the operations of the
royalist and Jacobite armies under Argyle and
Mar respectively, and the other transactions in
the north which preceded its total suppression.

Before, however, entering upon an account
of the doings of the main body of the rebels
in Scotland, we must notice briefly the re-cap-
ture by the royalists of Inverness, partly
through the instrumentality of our old friend
Simon Fraser, afterwards Lord Lovat. Finding
it impossible to gain the confidence of the
court of St. Germains, Simon, on the breaking
out of the rebellion, resolved to seek the favour
of King George by using his power as head of
his clan on behalf of the royalists. The clan
had sent over some of their number to France
to bring Simen home, in order that he might
tell them what side he desired them to espouse;
these had got the length of Dumfries on the day
in which that town was thrown into a state of
consternation by the Lord Justice-Clerk’s letter, -
announcing its proposed eapture by the rebels.

Simon was received there with much suspi-

Inverness at the end of the 17th century. —From Slezer s Theatrum Scotice.

cion, and he and his followers placed under
guard, notwithstanding the pass he had man-
aged to cbtain from Lord Townshend. This
he obtained on volunteering to accompany the
Earl of Sutherland to the north, and induce
the clan Fraser to abandon the Jacobites and
join the royalists. Although the estates and

honours were in possession of the daughter of |

the late Lord Lovat, and although her husband,
Mackenzie of Fraserdale, had joined the rebels
with a number of the clan, still, according to
Highland custom, Simon was the real head of

the clan, and as such his influence was para-
mount, !

! Burton’s Scotland (1682-1748), vol. ii. p. 151.




RE-CAPTURE OF INVERNESS BY THE ROYALISTS.

457

On arriving in the north ¢ he found three
hundred men, who had refused to follow the
Jacobite banner of his rival, ready at his call.
Placing himself at their head, like a sovereign
with an army, he sent notice to the disaffected
clansmen who had followed the legal owner of
the estates, to return immediately to their duty
to their true chief, threatening them with ejec-
tion from their holdings, and military execu-
tion against their families and possessions, if
they failed. As men exorcised by a command
which it would be wicked and futile to resist,
the Frasers left Mar's camp, just before the
momentous battle of Sheriffmuir, and joined
their brethren. Lovat found Duncan Forbes,
afterwards the great and good Lord-President,
defending the old fortalice of Culloden, while
his father-in-law, Hugh Rose, held his neigh-
bouring tower of Kilravock against repeated
attacks, and with a well-ordered force of 200
men, made his mansion do the proper service
of a fort in protecting the surrounding country.
Their ecfforts were importart from their posi-
tion. Northward of Loch Ness, and the chain
of minor lakes, the power of the Earl of
Sutherland, on the government side, balanced
that of Seaforth, Glengarry, and the other
Jacobite leaders; and in their absence at Mar’s
camp, was superior. Thus the fortified houses
near Inverness, had all the importance of bor-
der fortresses; and the reduction of Inverness,
for the Hanover interest, would relieve their
owners of their perilous position, by giving
their friends the command of the pass between
the North Highlands and the rest of Scotland.
The small body under Rose and Forbes, with
Lovat’s, and a party of the Grants, amounted
in all to about 1,300 men—a considerable
force in that war of small armies. They laid
plans for systematically investing Inverness;
but before it was necessary to operate on them,
the garrison silently evacnated the place, drop-
ping down the river in boats on the night of
the 13th of November, and sailing for the
northern coast of the Moray Firth. This affair
seems to have cost no other casualty than the
death of a brother of Rose of Kilravock, in a
premature and rash attack. Thus the govern-
ment had the command of the eastern pass
between the North Highlands and the low

country, leaving passable only such routes,
1

beyond the western extremity of Loch Ness,
as were not liable to be interrupted by the
garrison at Fortwilliam.”2

When the Jacobite general took the field he
was so_ unprovided with money, that after
Colonel Hay entered Perth he could spare him
only fifty guineas for the use of his detach-
ment, and so exhausted had his little treasury
become shortly after he took up his quarters
there, that he was reduced to the necessity of
laying the surrounding country, and the shires
of Fife, Kinross, and Clackmannan under con-
tribution. By an order dated from the camp
at Perth on the 4th October, he required every
man of substance attending the standard of
the Chevalier, to raise amongst his tenants
and possessors, the sum of twenty shillings on
every hundred pounds Scots of valued rent,
and such landed proprietors as did not imme-
diately or before the 12th of October, attend his
standard, were mulcted in double that amount.
This order appears to have had little effect, as
it was renewed on the 21st of October, when
it was rigorously enforced, and the penalty of
military execution threatened against those
who should refuse to implement it.

To compel compliance, parties of horse and
foot were despatched through the adjoining
country. One of these, consisting of 200 foot
and 100 horse, being sent towards the town of
Dunfermline, information of their march was
brought to the Duke of Argyle on Sunday,
the 23d of October. His grace immediately
despatched Colonel Cathcart with a detachment
of dragoons to intercept them, who, receiving
intelligence that the insurgemts had passed
Castle Campbell, and had taken up their
quarters for the night in a village on the road
to Dunfermline, continued his march during
the whole night, and coming upon the village
unperceived at five o’clock in the morning,.
surprised the party, some of whom were killed
and others taken while in bed. Among these
were eleven gentlemen, including Gordon of
Craig, Gordon younger of Aberlour, and Mr.
Murray brother to the laird of Abercairney.3

After this affair, and for want of more stir-
ring excitements, a sort of paper war was
carried on between the two generals, which, if

2 Burton's Scotland, vol. ii. pp. 188, 189.

3 Rae, p. 294. Life of Argyle, p. 187.
3 M
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attended with little practical effect on either
side, served at least to keep up in a more
marked manner the distinction between the
adherents of the government and the partizans
of the Jacobite intercst. When informed of
the Farl of Mar's order for an assessment, the
Duke of Argyle issued a counter one, cn the
95th of October, prohibiting and discharging
all persons from giving or furnishing the in-
surgents with money or provisions, under the
pains of high treason, and for greater publicity
he directed the same to be intimated at each
parish churéh door after divine service, and
before the dismissal of the congregation. This
mandate was followed two days thereafter by
another from the duke, requiring all well-
affected noblemen, gentlemen, justices of the
peace, magistrates, and ministers, “to persuade
and encourage all able-bodied and well-affected
men,” in their respective parishes, in town and
country, to enlist in the regular army, and
promising a bounty of forty shillings sterling,
and a discharge from the service, if required,
at the end of three months after the suppression
of the insurrection. This order was answered
by a proclamation from the Earl of Mar, dated
November 1st, prohibiting and dicharging all
persons whatever, under the highest penalties,
from giving obedience to it; and whereas he
had promised his protection, as he observes, to
all ministers who behaved themselves dutifully,
and did not acknowledge ““the Elector of Bruns-
wick as king, by praying for him as such in
their churches and congregations;” yet as
several of them continued the practice, and
might thus “involve and mislead innocent and
ignorant people into traitorous and seditious
practices,” he expressly prohibited ¢ all minis-
ters, as well in churches"as in meeting-houses,
to acknowledge the Elector of Brunswick as
king, and that upon their highest peril.” And
he ordered all officers, civil and military, to shut
up the church doors of such ministers as should
act in contempt of the order, to apprehend their
persons and bring them prisoners to his camp.
Many ministers, to avoid compliance with this
order, absented themselves from their charges,
but others who ventured openly to brave it,
were apprehended and treated with severity.
Mar, however, found a more pliant body in
the nonjurant episcopal clergy, some of whom

attached themselves to his camp, and harangued
his troops from time to time on the duties
they owed to their lawful sovereign, “King
James VIIL.”

Although the earl seems to have calculated
greatly upon the assistance of France, yet his
stay at Perth appears to have been prolonged
rather by the tardiness of the Earl of Seaforth,
in reaching the insurgent camp, than by any
intention of waiting for supplies from France,
or the expected invasion of England by the
Duke of Ormond ; for no sooner did Seaforth
arrive with the northern clans, about the
beginning of November, than Mar began to
concert measures with his officers for opening
the campaign. The march of the Earl of Sea-
forth had been retarded by the Earl of Suther-
land, at the head of a considerable number of
his own men, and of the Mackays, Rosses,
Munroes, and others; but having compelled
them to disperse, he proceeded on his march
with about 3,000 foot and 800 horse, leaving
a sufficient force behind to protect his own
country, and keep the royalist clans in check.

Hitherto the Jacobite commander, from the
procrastinating system he had pursued, and
from jealousies which had arisen in his camp
among his officers, had experienced consider-
able difficulty in keeping his forces together.
Of all men, the Highlanders were the most
unlikely ' to relish the inactive duties of a
camp, and as the duraticn of their services lay
entirely with themselves, it was evident that
the longer Mar delayed bringing them into
action, the risk of their abandoning him was
proportionably increased. It was not there-
fore without reason that one of the leaders
remarked that he was afraid the Highlanders
would desert their colours in three cases:—1.
If they were long without being brought to
action, they would tire and go home; 2. If
they fought and were victorious, they would
plunder and go home; 3. If they fought and
were beaten, they would run away and go home.

To counteract the injurious effect which a
state of inaction might produce upon the minds
of his men, Mar buoyed up their hopes by
issuing from time to time, by means of a print-
ing press brought from Aberdeen, and super-
intended by Freebairn of Edinburgh, a variety
of fabricated accounts, highly favourable to
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their cause, respecting the progress of the re-
bellion in the south, and the great excrtions
making by the Chevalier's friends in France,
all which accounts were swallowed with the
utmost credulity by his unsuspecting adherents.

About the time the Earl of Seaforth arrived
at Perth, General Gordon had advanced as:far
as Castle Drummond with the western clans
on his way to Perth; and as Mar had now
resolved to attempt the passage of the Forth,
he despatched an express to Gordon, to join
him on his march. At a council of war, which
was held on the 9th of November, the Jacobite
chiefs came to the determination of leaving
Perth the following day for Dunblane. On
obtaining possession of this town, Mar’s design
was to detach three different bodies, of 1,000
men each, to Stirling bridge, and the two
adjacent fords above, for the purpose of amus-
ing Argyle, while he himself with the main
body of his army, consisting of nearly 8,000
men, should attempt to cross the river at a
ford a little way above those selected for the
intended ruse. In the event of success, the
three detached bodies were to be directed to
form a junction and follow the main body
without delay, but in case the Duke of Argyle
abandoned Stirling to oppose the passage of
the main body, they were to enter the town
and fall upon his rear.

Accordingly, on the morning of Thursday,
the 10th of November, Mar departed from
Perth, leaving a garrison behind under Colonel
Balfour, besides a scattered force of about 3,000
men quartered in differerit parts of Fife. The
earl not calculating upon a return to Perth,
took all his baggage along with him, and pro-
visions sufficient to support his army for twelve
days. The insurgents took up their quarters
for the night at Auchterarder, and on the
following day were joined by the western clans
under General Gordon. The army rested the
whole of the 11th. On the morning of the
12th, Mar ordered General Gordon to march
forward with 3,000 men of the clans, and cight
squadrons of horse under Brigadier Ogilvie and
the Master of Sinclair, and take possession of
Dunblane. After ordering the rest of the
army to parade on the moor of Tullibardine, he
departed for Drummond castle to hold an inter-
view with the Earl of DBreadalbane, having

previously directed General Hamilton to follow
Gordon with the main body.

As early as the morning of Thursday the .
10th* of November, the Duke of Argyle had
received intelligence from some of his spies at
Perth, of Mar's intended march, and of his
plan for effecting the passage of the Forth.
Fortunately for Argyle, his little army had
been lately almost doubled by reinforcements
from Ireland, and it now amounted to 2,300
foot, and 1,200 cavalry, all in the best order
and condition; but though formidable from its
composition when united, it was too weak to
divide into detachments for resisting at differ-
ent points the passage of an army thrice as
numerous, in an attempt to cross the Forth.
As Argyle, therefore, saw he could no longer
retain his position on the banks of the river,
which, from its now beginning to freeze, would
soon be rendered more passable than before, he
determined to cross and offer the insurgents
battle before they should reach its northern
bank. Though he exposed himself by this
bold step to the disadvantage of fighting with
a river in his rear, he considered that the risk
would be sufficiently counterbalanced by the
advantage which his cavalry would have by
engaging the enemy on level ground.

Having called in several small detachments
which were quartered at Glasgow, Kilsyth, and
Falkirk, Argyle crossed Stirling bridge on the
morning of the 12th of November, for Dun-
blane, much about the same time that Mar's
forces had begun to advance upon that town
in an opposite direction from Auchterarder.
In a short time after their setting out, Argyle’s
advanced guard took possession of Dunblane,
of which circumstance General Gordon was
apprised on his march. Having halted his
division, Gordon sent an express, announcing
the intelligence to General Hamilton, who
despatched it to the Earl of Mar, and in a short
time he forwarded a second express confirming
the previous news, and adding that the enemy-
were in great force. Hamilton, upon receipt
of this last despatch, halted his men on the
ground adjoining the Roman camp at Ardoch,

4 1t must be remembered that these dates are ac-
cording to the Old Style of reckoning, and that to
make them accord with the New Style, eleven days

must be added : thus, the 10th of November O. S. is
the same as the 21st N. 8,
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about five miles from Dunblane, till he should
receive instructions from the earl. Mar soon
thereafter retnrned from Drummond castle, and
being desirous of obtaining additional intelli-
gence from the general in advance, ordered
Hamilton to remain in his position, and to
hold his men in readiness to march on a
moment’s notice. This order had, however,
been scarcely issued, when a fresh despatch
arrived from General Gordon, announcing that

the Duke of Argyle was in Dunblane with his
whole army. Mar thereupon desired Gordon
$o remain where he was till the main body of
the army should come up, and having ordered
three guns to be fired, the signal agreed upon
to be given Hamilton for putting his men in
marching order, the latter immediately formed
his division and put it in motion. After a

junction between the two divisions of the army
had been formed, the insurgents marched te

Dunblane, about the time of the Rebellion.—From Slezer's Theatrum Scotice.

the bridge of Kinbuck, about four miles from
Dunblane, where they passed the frosty night
under arms without covering or tent. The
Duke of Argyle, who had the most exact intel-
ligence brought to him -of the motions of the
insurgents, left Dunblane and formed his army
in order of battle in the evening, on a rising
ground above the house of Kippenross, about
two miles north-east of the town. His army
was drawn up in one extended line. In the
centre were eight battalions of foot under the
command of Major-General Wightman. The
right wing consisted of five squadrons of dra-
goons, under Lieutenant-General Evans, and
a similar number, at the head of whom was
Lieutenant- General Witham, composed the
left wing. After thus drawing up his men,

his grace issned orders that no tent should be
pitched during the night either by officer or
private soldier ; that all the officers without
distinetion should remain at their posts; and
that the troops should rest on their arms in
the exact order in which they had been formed.
The severest penalties were threatened against
those who should infringe these orders. Though
the night was extremely cold, the troops lay
down upon the bare ground, and snatched a
few hours’ repose. The duke himself retired
‘to a sheep-cot at the foot of a hill on the right
of the army, where he passed the night sitting
on a bundle of straw.

Although the two armies had bivouacked
during the night within three miles of each
cther, and were only separated by the Sherifi-
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muir, an elevated and uneven waste, skirted
on the west by the high road from Stirling to
Perth, near the river Allan, yet so ignorant
was Mar of the movements of Argyle, that so
far from supposing him to be within such a
short distance of his camp, he imagined that
he still remained at Dunblane ; and it was not
until he observed a reconnoitring party of
Argyle’s cavalry on the adjoining heights of
the Sheriffmuir next morning, that he became
aware of his immediate proximity. This party
was headed by the duke himself, who had
aroused his army by break of day, and who,
after issuing instructions to his men to prepare
for battle, had ascended at an early hour the
hill where his advanced guard was posted, to
survey the position of the insurgents.

The Earl of Mar had also put his men under
arms shortly after break of day, and when
Argyle’s party of observation was first noticed,
Mar was busily engaged ranging his men in
marching order, preparatory to advancing upon
Dunblane. Conceiving that Argyle meant to
offer him battle immediately, he instantly
assembled all the chiefs, and after addressing
them in an eloquent speech, in which he
~ painted in glowing colours the wrongs of their
prince and their country, and congratulated
them that the day had at length arrived when
they could revenge their injuries in open battle,
he desired to know if they were willing to
engage. The Marquis of Huntly alone raised
some objections, and some few were heard in
an under-tone to advise a return to Perth till
the spring ; but the voices of Huntly and his
supporters were drowned by loud shouts of
“fight, fight!” from the rest, who at once
galloped off to their different posts. 5

The Earl of Mar, thereupon, resumed the
marshalling of his army, which formed into
two lines with a rapidity and decision that
would have done honour to veteran troops; but
by accident, three squadrons of horse posted
on the left, misled by a ery from the High-
landers, of “horse to the right,” left their
position and took ground on the right, an
unfortunate mistake for the insurgents, as it
contributed to the defeat of their left wing.

"5 MS. referred to in Lord John Russell’'s History
of Europe, p. 345. Jacobite Official Account of the
battle, printed at Perth, 1715.

The centre of the first line was composed of
ten battalions of foot, consisting of about 4,000
men under the command of the captain of
Clanranald, Glengary, Sir John Maclean, the
laird of Glenbucket, Brigadier Ogilvie, and the
two brothexs of Sir Donald Macdonald of Sleat.
General Gordon, who had long served in the
army of the Czar of Muscovy, was at the head
of these battalions. On the right of this line
were placed two of the Marquis of Huntly's
squadrons of horse, and another called the
Stirling squadron, which carried the Chevalier’s
standard. This squadron, which consisted
wholly of gentlemen, also bore the title of “the
Restoration regiment of horse.” The Perth-
shire squadron formed the left wing. The
centre of the second line consisted of eight bat-
talions of foot, viz., three of the Earl of Sea-
forth’s foot, two of the Marquis of Huntly’s, the
Earl of Panmure’s battalion, and those of the
Marquis of Tullibardine, of Drummond, com-
manded by the Viscount of Strathallan, and
of Logie-Almond, and Robertson of Strowan.
On the right of this second line were posted two
squadrons of horse under the Earl Marischal.
The Angus squadron was on the left. The
whole of the force thus formed for action may
be estimated ‘at 8,000, besides which there
was a corps de reserve of 400 horse posted con-
siderably in the rear.

While this formation was going on, the Duke
of Argyle observed for several hours with great
attention the various evolutions of the insur-
gents ; but from the nature of the ground$
occupied by them he could not obtain a full
view of their line which extended through a
hollow way, the view of which was obstructed
by the brow of a hill occupied by a party
of Mar's troops. From Mar’s advanced guards
looking towards Dunblane, the duke con-
jectured that the insurgents intended to
march in that direction; but he was unde-
ceived in this idea by a movement on the part

§ «"The muir is a hill, but a very gentle one ; and
it has the peculiarity of being a regular curve, pre-
senting in all parts a segment of a sphere, or rather
an oblate spheroid. There are no rapid declivities
and no plains. Hence, in every part of the hill, there
is a close sky line, caused by the immediate curve,
and where there is so much of the curve, as will reach
a perpendicular of some eight feet between two bodies
of men, they cannot see each other.”—DBurton’s Scof-
land (1689—1748), vol. ii. p. 193.
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of a mass of the insurgents towards his right,
as if they intended to cross the moor and fall
upon the flank of hisarmy. Asa large morass
lay in the way of the insurgents, Argyle, in
advaneing from Dunblane, had conceived him-
self free from danger on that side; but it had
now been rendered qnite passable for foot as
well as horse by a keen frost during the pre-
ceding night. As soon as Argyle saw this
large body advance up the face of the meor,
whieh, from the right wing of the insurgents
being coneealed from his view by a rising
ground, he supposed was the main body of
Mar's army, he requested the advice of the
officers who surrounded him as to how he
should aet. It was the gemeral opinion, an
opinion in which the duke himself eoneurred,
that there would be less risk in engaging the
insurgents on the high grounds than in waiting
for them in the position occupied by the duke’s
army; but although most of the offieers thought
that there would not be suffieient time to bring
forward the troops and to change the order of
battle, a ehange which was absolutely necessary,
the duke resolved to draw out his troops upon
the moor.

Having come to this determination, the duke
returned quickly to the army, and ordered the
drums to beat the General. This order was
given about eleven o’clock; but although the
drums instantly beat to arms, an hour elapsed
before the troops were ready to march. The
new order of battle was as follows. The duke’s
first line consisted of six battalions of foot, all
old troops, amounting scarcely to 1,800 men.
On the right were posted three squadrons of
dragoons, being the hest in the army, namely,
Evans’s, the Scots Greys, and the FEarl of
Stair’s.  On the left there were placed three
squadrons of dragoons, namely, Carpenter’s,
Ker’s, and a squadron of Stair's. The second
line was composed of only two battalions of
foot, with a squadron of dragoons on each
wing. The right wing of the army was com-
manded by the duke himself, the centre by
General Wightman, and the left by General
Witham. Behind Evans’s dragoons, on the
right wing, a body of about sixty horse, noble-
men and gentlemen volunteers, took up a
station.

The body which Argyle had observed coming

up the face of the moor, was a squadron of the
Earl Marischal’s horse and Sir Donald Mac-
donald’s battalion, under their respective com-
manders. These had been despatched by the
Farl of Mar, to drive away the reconnoitring
party under the Duke of Argyle from the
height; but on its disappearing, they returned
and reported the eircumstance to the earl. On
receiving this intelligence, Mar gave orders to
his troops to mareh up the hill in four columns.
The whole army was accordingly put in motion,
but they had not proceeded far when the Earl
Marischal, who was in advance, observed
Argyle forming his lines on the southern sum-
mit of the hill, at a short distance from him.
He notified the circumstance to Mar, who in-
stantly gave orders to his men to quicken their
pace up the hill. In the hurry of their ascent,
the second line pressed so closely upon the
first as to oeeasion some confusion on the left
when again getting into line, and it was in
consequence of this disorder that the squadrons
of horse forsook their position on the left, and
took ground on the right.

Before the insurgents reached the summit of
the moor, Argyle’s right wing was fully formed,
but the greater part of his eentre and left, who
were moving up the ascent by a gradual pro-
gression from right to left, had not yet reached
their ground. Argyle’s right now found itself
within pistol-shot of Mar's left, but from the
greater extent of Mar's line, it considerably
outflanked Argyle's left.

As soon as the Earl of Mar perceived that
Argyle's line was only partially formed, he
resolved instantly to attack him before he
should be able to complete his arrangements;
and having sent orders to his right and left to
fall simultaneously upon the enemy, Mar placed
himself at the head of the clans, and being
apprised by a firing on his left that the aetion
had commeneed, he pulled off his hat, which
he waved, and with a huzza led forward his
men upon the half-formed battalions which
composed the left wing of the enemy. Arrived
within pistol-shot, the Highlanders, according
to eustom, poured in a volley upon the English
infantry. The fire was instantly returned,
and, to the dismay of the Highlanders, Alan
Muidartach, the captain of Clanranald, was
mortally wounded. He was instantly carried
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off the field, and, as his men clustered around
him, he encouraged them to stand firm to their
posts, and expressed a hope that the result of
the struggle in which they were engaged would
be favourable to the cause of his sovereign.
The loss of a chief, who, from the stately mag-
nificence with which he upheld his rank, and
the urbanity of his disposition, had acquired
an ascendency over the minds of his people,
could not fail to depress their spirits, and make
them almost overlook the danger of their situa-
tion. While abserbed in grief, they were in a
moment roused from their dejection by Glen-
gary, who, observing their conduct at this junc-
ture, sprung forward, and throwing his bonnet
into the air, cried aloud, in the expressive
language of his country, “ Revenge! Revenge!
Revenge to-day, and mourning to-morrow!”
No sooner had this brave chieftain pronounced
these words, than the Highlanders rushed for-
ward, sword in hand, with the utmost fury,
upon the royalist battalions. The government
- trocps attempted to stem the impetuosity of
the attack, by opposing the Highlanders with
fixed bayonets, but the latter pushed them
aside with their targets, and rushing in with
their broad-swords among the enemy, spread
death and terror around them. The three
battalions on Argyle’s left, which had never
been properly formed, unable to rally, instantly
gave way, and falling back upon some squadrons
of horse in their rear, created such confusion,
that within seven or eight minutes after the
assault, the form of a battalion or squadron
was no longer discernible. A complete rout
ensued; and there seems no doubt that the
whole of Argyle’s left would have been com-
pletely destroyed, had not General Witham, at
the head of the squadrons which were upon
the left of the battalions, checked the advance
of Mar’s horse by a charge, in which he suc-
ceeded in capturing a standard. Afraid of
being outflanked by Argyle’s left wing, which
extended far beyond his position, and being
ignorant of what was passing on the right
wing of the royalists, the view of which was
concealed by the unevenness of the ground,
Witham retired in the direction of Dunblane.
The Earl of Mar pursued the disordered mass
to the distance of only half a mile, and having
ordered his foot to halt till he should put them

in order, resolved to follow the enemy and
complete the victory; but receiving intelligence
that his left wing and second line had given
way, and that his artillery had been taken, he
retraced his steps, and took up a position on
the top of the stony hill of Kippendavie, till
he should receive further information respect-
ing the fate of his left wing.

This wing, which was the first to begin the
attack, opened a fire upon Argyle’s right wing
when almost within pistol shot. The High-
landers thereafter steadily advanced, and pour-
ing a second volley among the enemy, with a
precision and effect not to be surpassed by the
best disciplined troops, rushed up, sword in
hand, to the very muzzles of their muskets.
Though the fire was destructive, and made
Evans's dragoons reel for a time, the English
troops maintained their ground, and the foot
kept up a platooning, which checked the fury
of their assailants. The struggle continued for
some time without any decided advantage on
either side; but as Argyle began to perceive
that he could make no impression in front upon
the numerous masses of the insurgents, and
that he might be out-flanked by them, he re-
solved to attack them on their flank with part
of his cavalry, while his foot should gall them
with their fire in front. He therefore ordered
Colonel Cathcart to move along the morass to
the right with a strong body of cavalry, and to
fall upon the flank of Mar’s left wing, a move-
ment which he executed with great skill. Cath-
cart, after receiving a fire from the insurgent
horse, immediately charged them, but they sus-
tained the assault with great firmness. Borne
down by the superior weight of the English
dragoons, whose horses were much larger than
those of the insurgents, the Scottish horse,
after nearly half-an-hour’s contest, were com-
pelled to give way. The foot of Argyle's right
having made a simultaneous attack upon Mar's
first line of foot, the latter also were forced to
fall back, and Mar's horse and foot coming
into contact with his second line, they nixed
indiscriminately, and a general rout in conse-
quence ensued.

After receding a short distance, the insur-
gent horse, which consisted principally of the
Jacobite gentry of Perthshire and Angus, at-
tempted to rally, and even to charge Argyle’s
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cavalry in their turn, but they were again
forced to retire by the pressure of the English
dragoons, who kept advancing in regular order
upon the receding masses of the insurgents.
Determined, however, not to yield one inch of
ground without the utmost necessity, the cava-
lier horse made repeated efforts to drive the
enemy back, and, in the course of their retreat,
made ten or twelve attempts at different places
to rally and charge the advancing foe;. but
unable to resist the overwhelming pressure of
the English cavalry, they were, after three
hours’ hard fighting, driven across the river
Allan by Argyle’s dragoons. Some idea may
‘be formed of the obstinacy of the contest, when
it is considered that the distance from the field
of battle to the river is scarcely three miles.
To the gallant stand made by the horse may
be ascribed the safety of the foot, who would
have been probably all eut to pieces by the
dragoons, if the attention of the latter had not
been chiefly occupied by the horse. The foot,
however, suffered considerably in the retreat,
notwithstanding the humanity of the Duke of
Argyle, who endeavoured to restrain the car-
nage. DBesides offering quarter to such of the
Jacobite gentlemen as were personally known
to him, he displayed his anxiety for the pre-
servation of his countrymen so far, that on
observing a party of his dragoons cutting
down a body of foot, into which they had
thrown themselves, he exclaimed with a feel-
ing of deep emotion, ““ Oh, spare the poor Blue-
bonnets !”

As Mar's right wing had been concealed

 from the view of Argyle, the latter conceived

that the numerous body he was driving before
him formed the entire insurgent army. He,
therefore, resolved to eontinue the pursuit till
dark, and to support him, he ordered General
Wightman, who commanded his foot upon the
right, to follow him with his battalions as
quickly as possible. Wightman accordingly
proceeded to follow the duke with a force of
rather more than three regiments; but he had
not marched far, when he heard a firing on his
left, to aseertain the cause of which, he sent
his aid-de-camp in the direction whence the
firing proceeded. This officer returned in a
short time, and reported that the half of
Argyle’s foot, and the squadrons on the left,

had all been cut off by the right of the insur-
gents, which was superior in point of numbers
to Argyle’s left. Wightman thereupon slack-
cned his pace, and despatched a messenger to
inform the duke of the fate of his left wing.
Afraid of being attacked in his rear by Mar’s
right wing, he kept his men in perfect order,
but no demonstration was made to follow him.
When informed of the defeat of his left wing,
Argyle gave over the pursuit, ad joining
Wightman with five squadrons of dragoons,
put his men in order of battle and marched
boldly to the bottom of the hill, on the top of
which the enemy, amounting to 4,000 men,
were advantageously posted. Argyle had now
scarcely 1,000 men under him, and as these
were already greatly exhausted, he judged it
expedient to act on the defensive ; but the in-
surgents showed no disposition to engage, and
both parties, as if by mutual consent, retired
from their positions in different directions.
The duke filed off his men to the right, in
marching order, towards Dynblane ; but as he
still dreaded an attack, he formed his men
several times on the march, wherever he found
the ground convenient, and waited the approach
of the enemy. Mar drew off his men toward
Ardoch, where he passed the night, and
Argyle’s troops lay under arms during the night
in the neiglibourhood of Dunblane.

As might have been expected, on an oceasion
of such dubious success on either side, both
parties elaimed a victory, but impartiality will
confer the palm on neither.” Argyle, it is true,
visited the field of battle the following morn-
ing, which Mar might also have done had he
been inclined, and this circumstance, therefore,
can afford no argument in support of his pre-
tensions. Neither can the capture of standards
and colours by Argyle be considered as a proof
of success, for although he took fourteen colours
and standards, including the royal standard
called “the Restoration,” besides six pieces of
cannon and other trophies, Mar, according to

* ¢ There’s some say that we wan, and some say that they

wan,
And some say that nane wan at a’ man;
But one thing I'm sure, that at Sherramuir
A battle there was that I saw, man.
And we ran, and they ran, and they ran, and we ran,
But Florence* ran fastest of a’ man.”
The Battle of Skeriffmuir in Hogg's Jacobite Lelics.

* Marquis of Huntly’s horse.
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the official Jacobite account, captured four
stands of colours, several drums, and about
1,400 or 1,500 stands of arms. Accounts the
most contradictory, have been given by beth
parties of- the losses sustained by them.. Ac-
cording to the rolls of Argyle's muster-master
general, his loss amounted to 290 men killed,
187 wounded, and 133 prisoners, making a
grand total of 610, while the Jacobite account
makes the loss in killed -and wounded on the
side of Argyle amount to between 700 and 800.
On the .other hand, the Jacobites state their
loss in killed at only 60, and that very few
of their men were wounded, while the royalists
say that they lost, in killed and wounded,
about 800 men.® Supposing the royalist
statement correct, the comparative loss of the
insurgents scarcely exceeded one-third of that
sustained by the. government forces.

Several officers were killed on the royalist
side. Among the wounded was the Earl of
. Forfar, a brave officer who commanded Mori-
son’s regiment. He received a shot in the
knee, and sixteen other wounds, of which he
died at Stirling about three weeks after the
battle.  Several persons. of distinction were
killed on the side of the insurgents, among
whom were the Earl of Strathmore, and the
Captain of Clanranald. A considerable num-
ber of gentlemen were taken prisoners by Ar-
gyle, but many of them escaped, and he was
able to carry only 82 of them to Stirling. Of
this number were Lord Strathallan, Thomas
Drummond his brother, Walkinshaw of Bar-
rowfield, Drummond of Logie-Drummond, and
Murray of Auchtertyre.

On whichsoever side success lay, the battle,
in its consequences, was most important in
many respects to the government, as it was
immediately followed by the desertion cof a
considerable number of the clans. With the
exception of the Macdonalds, who particularly
distinguished themselves on the right, and the
Perthshire and Angus horse who withstood
the repeated shocks of Argyle's cavalry, the
remainder of the insurgent army made little
resistance. The Macphersons and the Mac-
gregors, (the latter commanded by Rob Roy,?

8 Colonel Harrison’s account.
? “Rob Roy there stood watch on a hill, for to catch
The booty, for ought that I saw, man ;
5

the chief’s uncle), did not join in the contest
at all, but looked on as if unconcerned about
the result. Some of the clans, disgusted at the
pusillanimity or indifference exhibited by their

For he ne’er advanc'd from the place he was stanc'd,
Till no more was to do there at a’ man.”
Battle of Sheriffmuir.

¢¢ A short time previous to the Earl of Mar’s rising,
their (the Macgregors’) depredations in the Lennox,
and on the lower banks of Lochlomond, had been
carried to such an extremity, that the military force
of the west country was raised against them, and all
the warriors of the clan seem to have been driven
from their country, and to have retreated to the north,
even as far as the mountains of Loch-Arkaig and
Glengarry. Accordingly we find Rob Roy there in
September and October 1715.

‘“From thence he came down with the rest of the
clans, and joined general Gordon in Strathfillan. He
was with the clans before Inverary, and was active in
making some reprisals both by carrying off cattle on
the banks of LocE-Fyne, and capturing ships that lay
at anchor in the loch.

‘‘He marched with the clans to Ardoch, and was
present at the battle of Sheriffmuir, but kept a shy
distance, thereby weakening that wing of the army to
which the Macgregors were placed as a corps-de-reserve,
on what principle it is not easy to determine, if it
was not, as the bard suggests, to watch who gained
{)he day, and then assist them in disposing of the

ooty.

¢¢ Before the friends of the Stuarts, however, could
be properly brought to a head, Rob performed a very
signal service to many of them by an act worthy of
his character, and exactly in his own way. At the
great hunting of Brae Mar, it has been mentioned
what a number of noblemen and chiefs signed the bond
of faith and mutual support. By the negligence of a
chieftain to whose charge this important and danger-
ous document was committed, it fell into the hands
of Captain Campbell, then at Fort William ; and when
it became known that a man of such determined
Whig principles held this bond, those who signed it
were seriously alarmed, and various plans were sug-
gested for recovering it. Rob Roy Macgregor, who
was at this clan meeting, had also affixed his name;
but on his own account he was indifferent, as he
regarded neither king nor government. He was, how-
ever, urged by several chiefs, particularly his patron,
to exert himself, and if possible to recover the bond.
With this view he went to Fort William in disguise,
not with his usual number of attendants, and getting
access to Captain Campbell, who was a near relation
of his own, he discovered that, out of revenge for the
contemptuous manner in which the chieftains now
treated the captain, he had put the bond into the posses-
sion of the governor of the garrison, who was resolved
to forward it to the privy council; and Rob, learning
by accident the day on which it was to be sent, took
his leave, and went home. The despatch which con-
tained the. bond was made up by Governor Hill, and
sent from Fort William, escorted by an ensign’s com-
mand, which in those countries always accompanied
the messages of government. On the third day’s

march, Rob and 50 of his men met this party in Glen-

dochart, and ordering them to halt, demanded their

despatches. The officer refused ; but Rob told him,

that he would either have their lives and the despatches

together, or the despatches alone. The ferocions looks

and appearance of Rob and his men bespoke no irre-

solution. The packet was given up; and Rob, having
3N
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assoclates, and others dispirited by the firmness
displayed by the government forces, returned
to their homes, thus verifying the observation
made by a Jacobite in reference to the clans,
that whether victorious or beaten, they would
run away and go home. The defection of
these clans was a severe blow to Mar, and
made him abandon the idea of crossing the
Forth. He, therefore, returned to Perth with
the remains of his army, and to encourage the
friends of the Jacobite interest, circulated the
most favourable accounts of his alleged success
at Sheriffmuir, and of the state of the Cheva-
lier’s affairs, although he himself began to con-
sider them desperate.! The Duke of Argyle,
on the other hand, retired to his head-quarters
at Stirling, intending to resume offensive opera-
tions as soon as some expected reinforcements
should arrive.
 The attempt of Mar to disguise the real
state of matters was too gross to, deceive his
adherents, and there were not a few who
“already began to entertain thoughts of making
their own terms with the government: but the

taken out the bond he wanted, begged the officer
would excuse the delay he had occasioned, and wish-
ing him a good journey, left the military to proceed
unmolested. By this mancenvre many chieftains kept
on their heads, and the forfeiture of many estates was
prevented.

¢‘The following notices are from Mr. Moir's MSS.

““One of the causes of the repulse of part of Mar’s
forces was the part which Rob Roy acted; this Rob
Roy, or Red Robert, was uncle to the laird of Mac-
gregor, and commanded that clan in his nephew’s
absence; but on the day of battle he kept his men
together at some distance, withont allowing them to
engage, though they showed all the willingness ima-
ginable ; and waited only an opportunity to plunder,
which was it seems the chief design of his coming
there. This clan are a hardy rough people, but noted
for pilfering, as they lie upon the border of the High-
lands, and this Rob Roy‘had exercised their talents
that way, pretty mnch in a kind of thieving war he
carried on against the Duke of Montrose, who had
cheated him of a small feudal estate.

““The conduct of this gentleman (who was wont,
as occasion served, to assume the name of Campbell,
his own being prohibited by act of parliament) was
the more surprising, as he had ever been remarked
for courage and activity. When desired by one of his
own officers to go and ‘assist his friends, he remarked,
*If they cannot do it without e, they cannot do it
with me.” It is more than probable, however, that
his interference wonld have decided the day in favonr
of his own party. He continned in arms for some
years, and committed great depredations in the shires
of Dumbarton and Lennox, perticularly on the Duke
of Mtzntro::ie's la}rlxds, defeating scveral detachments
sent to reduce him.”—Jacobite Relics oA tin
248—251. P

! Journal of Mar's proceedings, printed at Paris.

Highland chiefs and the principal officers
remained firm, and urged Mar to risk another
battle even with his reduced forces. The earl,
however, though personally brave, was not the
man to comply with an advice so opposed to
the rule he had laid down for himself, never
to engage without a very superior force on his
side. But had he been of a different opinion,
the receipt of the news of the re-capture of
Inverness would probably have precluded him
from moving a second time upon Stirling.

It has been remarked as a singular circum-
stance in this history of Mar’s insurrection,
that the three important events which decided
its fate should have occurred in regular daily
succession. Inverness was captured on the

13th of November,2 and on the same day -

Mackintosh’s forces, cooped up in Preston, had
to maintain a precarious struggle against the
attacks of Wells’s army. Next day witnessed
the battle of Sheriffmuir, and at the very time
the insurgents in Preston were offering terms
of surrender, the right wings of Argyle’s and
Mar’s armies were pursuing, with all the con-
fidence of victory, the wings to which they
were respectively opposed. And lastly, while
on the 14th the insurgents in England were
capitulating at Preston, the two rival armies
in the north were retiring to their head-quar-
ters, each of them claiming a victory.

The arrival of the Chevalier had been long
anxiously looked for by his friends in Scotland.
He was now about to gratify their desire of
beholding his person; but James had already
missed the golden opportunity, which presented
itself at an early stage of the insurrection, of
recovering his father's crown. Had he, on
arriving at St. Malo, whither he proceeded
from Lorraine at the breaking out of the insur-
rection, instantly taken shipping, he would not
only have complied with the declared wishes
of his adherents, but would have evinced af
once a determination to maintain his claim,
Instead of embarking, however, immediately,

* “The coincidence in time, of this achievement,
with the reduction of Preston, and the battle of
Sheriffmuir, is remarkable, and was much dwelt on
at the time. But perhaps the day of the capture of
Inverness not being exactly known—though it was
certainly about the middle of November—it is not
unlikely that the coincidence may have created a
tendency to assign it to the 13th.”—Burton’s Scotland
(1689-1747), vol. ii. p. 189 (note).
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as he should have done, he spent so much
time in the shipment of supplies, which he was
desirous should precede his departure, that he
was at last altogether prevented from sailing
by some men-of-war, which appeared off the
harbour of St. Malo, and which had been sent
by the British government to intercept him.
That he might not disappoint the expectations
of his partisans, he resolved to go to Dunkirk
in quest of shipping, and having traversed the
country in disguise, he embarked at that port,
about the middle of December, on board a
small French vessel of eight guns, which had
formerly been a privateer. He was attended
by five persons only, who, to prevent suspicion,
were disguised as French officers. Among
these were the Marquis of Tynemouth, son of
the Duke of Berwick, and Lieutenant Allan
Cameron, a son of Lochiel.

Regardless of the evident risk which he ran,
by attempting a descent upon the eastern coast of
Scotland, he sailed from Dunkirk in the small
vessel in which he had embarked, after leaving
instructions to despatch after him two other
vessels that lay in the harbour with his
domestics, and some stores for the use of his
army. It was the Chevalier’s intention to
have landed in the vicinity of the Frith of
Tay, and aceordingly, after steering in a north-
erly direction, he stood across for the coast of
Angus, which was descried after a voyage of
five days; but observing, at some distance, a
sail, which he judged to be unfriendly, he
altered his course to northward with the de-
sign of landing at Peterhead, of which the
Earl Marischal was the feudal superior. The
vessel which carried the Chevalier came, how-
ever, sufficiently near to land to intimate by
signals to the friends of the prince in the
neighbourhood that he was on board, which
intelligence was immediately conveyed to the
camp at Perth, where it was received with a
feeling of intense delight.

The Chevalier arrived off Peterhead, on the
22d of December, seven days from the date of
his departure from Dunkirk, and immediately
landed with his small retinue of five persons,
all disguised as seamen. After despatching
the vessel to France with the news of his
arrival, he and his companions took up their
abode in the town for the night. He passed

the next night at Newburgh, a seat of the Earl
Marischal, having previously sent Lieutenant
Cameron to Perth with the intelligence of his
landing. The Chevalier continued his journey
towards Perth, and on the 24th passed incognito
throngh Aberdeen, and arrived at Fetteresso,
the principal seat of the Farl Marischal, where
he remained several days. As soon as Lieu-
tenant Cameron reached Perth, the Earl of
Mar, the Earl Marischal, General Hamilton,
and about thirty other gentlemen, mounted
their horses, and set off to meet the Chevalier.
This cavalecade arrived at Fetteresso on the
27th, and the persons composing it were intro-
duced to “the king,” and had the honour of
kissing his hand. After the breaking up of
the court, the Chevalier was proclaimed at the
gates of the house, and printed copies of the
declaration which he had issued in Lorraine
were immediately dispersed.®

The Chevalier intended to have proceeded
next day on his journey to Perth, but he was
detained at Fetteresso till the 2d of January,
by two successive fits of ague, which, however,
did not prevent him from receiving addresses
from the “ Episcopal clergy of the diocese of
Aberdeen,” and from the magistrates, town
counecil, and Jacobite inhabitants of the town.

While at Fetteresso the Chevalier exercised
some of the functions of royalty, by conferring
titles of dignity on some of his adherents. He
raised the Earl of Mar to a dukedom; and,
aceording to report, conferred the honour of
knighthood upon Bannerman, the Jacobite pro-
vost of Aberdeen, who presented the address
from that city. Having recovered from his
attack, the Chevalier left Fetteresso on the 2d
of January, and went to Brechin, where he
passed the night. Next day he moved forward
to Kinnaird, and on the 4th reached Glammis
Castle, the principal seat of the Earl of Strath-
more. At Glammis Mar drew up a letter, in
which he gave a very flattering account of the
Chevalier. As the object of this letter was to
impress the people with a favourable opinion
of the Chevalier, Mar ordered it to be printed
and circulated as widely as possible. The letter
is written with address, and may still be per-
used with interest:

3 Annals of 2d year of George I., p. 189,
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¢ Glames, 5 Jan. 1716.

] met the king at Fetteresso on Tuesday
se'enight, where we staid till Friday; from
thence we came to Brechin, then to Kinnaird,
and yesterday here. The king designed to
have gone to Dundee to-day, but there is such
a fall of snow that he is forced to put it off till
to-morrow, if it be practicable then ; and from
thence he designs to go to Scoon. There was
no haste in his being there sooner, for nothing
can be done this season, else he had not been
so long by the way. People, everywhere, as
we have come along, are excessively fond to see
him, and express that duty they ought. With-
out any compliment to him, and to do him
nothing but justice, set aside his being a prince,
he'is really the first gentleman I ever knew:
He has a very good presence, and resembles
King Charles a great deal. His presence, how-
ever, is not the best of him. e has fine parts,
and despatches all his business himself with
the greatest exactness. I never saw any body
write so finely. He is affable to a great degres,
without losing that majesty he ought to have,
and has the sweetest temper in the world, In
a word, he is every way fitted to make us a
happy people, were his subjects worthy of him.
To have him peaceably settled on his throne,
is what these kingdoms do not deserve ; but he
deserves it so much that I hope there is a good
fate attending him. I am sure there is nothing
wanting to make the rest of his subjects as
fond of him as we are, but their knowing him
as we do; and it will be odd if his presence
among us, after his running so many hazards
to compass it, do not turn the hearts, even of
the most obstinate. It is not fit to tell all the
particulars, but I assure you he has left nothing
undone, that well could be, to gain every body;
and I hope God will touch their hearts.

“I have reason to hope we shall very quickly
see a new face of affairs abroad in the king’s
favour, which is all I dare commit to paper.

111 :\I AR."

On the morning of the 6th of January the
Chevalier left Glammis for Dundee, which
town he entered about cleven o’clock A.M. on
horseback, amidst the acclamations of the in-
habitants, the Earl of Mar riding on his right
kand, and the Earl Marischal on his left, and

| followed by a train of nearly 300 adherents on

horseback. To gratify the people who flocked
round him eager to behold him and to kiss his
hand, he, at the request of his friends, remained
about an hour on horseback at the cross of the
burgh, after which he rode out to the house of
Stewart of Grandtully in the neighbourhood,
where he dined and passed the night. On the
following day he proceeded along the Carse of
Gowrie to Castle Lyon, a seat of the Harl of
Strathmore, where he dined, and thence to
Fingask, the seat of Sir David Threipland,
where he spent the night. Next day, being
Sunday, he took up his abode in the royal
palace of Scone, where he intended to stay till
the ceremony of his coronation should be per-
formed.

On Monday the Chevalier made his public
entry into Perth. He met, however, with a
cold reception, and he himself felt evidently
disappointed at the appearance of the camp.
He had heard much of the Highland chiefs and
the clans, and being desirous to see “those
little kings (the chiefs,) with their armies,” a
select body of Highlanders exhibited before
him. Their appearance gave him great satis-
faction, but when he ascertained the paucity
of the number in the camp, he could not repress
the chagrin and disappointment he felt. On
the other hand, the friends of the Chevalier
were equally disappointed. Neither his appear-
ance nor demeanour on the vpresent occasion
tended in any shape to justify the exaggerated
encomiums of Mar, and his lugubrious deport-
ment while at Perth tended more to alienate
the affections of his adherents, and depress
their spirits, than even the disappointment of
supplies from France. The' following is an
account, doubtfully attributed to the Master of
Sinclair, of the appearance of the Chevalier on
his arrival at Perth, his behaviour while there,
and their consequent effects upon his followers.

“His person was tall and thin, seeming to
incline to be lean rather than to fill as he grows
in years. His countenance was pale, but per-
haps looked more so than usual, by reason he
had three fits of ague which ook him two
days after his coming on shore. Yet he seems
to be sanguine in his constitution, and there is
something of a vivacity in his eye that perhaps
would have been more visible if he had not
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been under dejected circumstances, and sur-
rounded with discouragement, which it must
be acknowledged were sufficient to alter the
complexion even of his soul as well as of his
body. His speech was grave, and not very
clearly expressive of his thoughts, nor over
much to the purpose; but his words were few,
and his behaviour and temper seemed always
composed. What he was in his diversions we
know not: here was no room for such things.
‘It was no time for mirth. Neither can I say
I ever saw him smile. Those who speak so
positively of his being like King James VIL
must excuse me for saying, that it seems to say
they either never saw, this person, or never saw
King James VIL ; and yet I must not conceal
that when we saw the man whom they called
our king, we: found ourselves not at all ani-
mated by his presence; and if he was disap-
pointed in us, we were tenfold more so in him.
‘We saw nothing in him that looked like spirit.
He mnever appeared with cheerfulness and
vigour to animate us. Our men began to
despise him; some asked if he could speak.
His countenance looked extremely heavy. He
cared not to come abroad amongst us soldiers,
or to see us handle our arms or do our éxer-
cise. Some said the circumstances he found
us in dejected him. I am sure the figure he
made dejected.us; and had he sent us but
5,000 men of good troops, and never himself
come among us, we had done other things
than we have now done. = At the approach of
that crisis when he was to defend his preten-
sions, and either lose his life or gain a crown,
I think, as his affairs were situated, no man
can say that his appearing grave and composed
was a teken of his want of thought, but rather
of a significant anxiety grounded upon the
prospect of his inevitable ruin, which he eould
not be so void of sense as not to see plainly
before him, at least when he came to see how
inconsistent his measures were, how unsteady
the resolution of his guides, and how impos-
sible it was to make them agree with one
another.”4

The Chevalier returned to Scone in the-even-
ing, and notwithstanding the ominous symp-
toms of the day, proceeded to form a council

4 4 true account of the proceedings at Perth, by a
lebel.

preparatory to exercising the functions of
royalty. From Scone he soon issued no less
than six proclamations; one for a general
thanksgiving for his safe arrival ; another en-
joining the ministers to pray for him in the
churches ; a third, establishing the currency of
foreign coin ; a fourth, ordering a meeting of
the convention of estates ; a fifth, commanding
all fencible men from sixteen to sixty to repair
to his standard ; and a sixth, fixing the 23d of
January for his coronation at Scone. These
assumptions of sovereign authority were, how-
ever, of a very evanescent-character, as they
had scarcely been issued when the Chevalier
and his principal friends resolved to abandon
the contest as hopeless. -Indeed, from the
reduced state of the army, and its- deficiency
in arms and ammunition, a determination had
been come to by his party, a month before he
landed, to retire from Perth as soon as Argyle
should march against it; but being ignorant
of that resolution, and believing that the insur-
gents intended to defend Perth, Argyle delayed
his advance till he should be joined by large
reinforcements from England and Holland.
Though continued in the command of the
army, Argyle, for some reason or other, was
not a favourite at court. Of his fidelity there
conld be no suspicion, and his conduct had
lately shown that-he wanted neither zeal nor
ability to perform the task which had been
assigned him. It has been conjectured that
tho leniency which he was disposed to show
towards his unfortunate countrymen was the
cause of that hidden displeasure which ended
in the dismissal of himself and of his brother,
the Earl of Islay, from all their employments.
The rejection of an application which he made
to the government for extended powers to
treat with the insurgents after the battle of
Sheriffmuir, goes far to support the supposition.
But whatever were his views, he appeared to
be in no hurry to pursue the insurgents, pro-
bably from an idea that they would disperse
of their own accord. By the arrival of a body
of 6,000 Dutch auxiliaries, and other reinforee-
ments from England, Argyle found himself,
early in January, at the head of upwards of
10,000 men, besides a large train of artillery.
Desirous of expelling the insurgents from Fife
before advancing north, a detachment of Dutch
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and Scotch troops crossed the Frith of Forth
by the duke’s orders, and under cover of some
men-of-war, landed at Burntisland, of which
they took possession. On receiving this intel-
ligence the insurgents immediately abandoned
all the towns on the north side of the Frith, a
circumstance which was attended with serious
consequences to their friends at Perth, who
were in consequence entirely cut off from their
supplies of coals, at an unusually inclement
season.

About the end of January, Argyle was in
full condition to march north, but the snow,
which had fallen to a great depth, appeared to
him to offer a formidable obstruction to the
march of an army unaccustomed to a winter's
campaign ; and which, from the insurgents
having burnt and destroyed the villages on the
road, would have to bivouac two or three
nights in the open air, exposed to all the rigours
of a northern winter. For these reasons Ar-
gyle urged, at a council of war, which was held
at Stirling, a postponement of the march;
but General Cadogan,® who had been sent
down to Scotland to hasten the duke’s motions,
insisting upon an immediate advance, and hav-
ing openly accused Argyle of a want of zeal,
his Grace made preparations for marching, and
to facilitate the transport of his cannon and
waggons, issned orders for assembling some
thousands of the country people to clear away
the snow.

Although the Jacobite leaders had come to
the resolution of abandoning Perth as soon as
the Duke of Argyle should advance upon it,

5 This officer appears to have been very suspicious
of Argyle’s motives, and did not hesitate to communi-
cate his opinion to his.superiors. In a letter to the
Duke of Marlborough, he says: ‘“ Argyle grows so
intolerably uneasy, that it is almost impossible to live
with him any longer ; he is enraged at the success of
the expedition, though he and his creatures attribute
to themselves the honour of it. When I brought him
the news of the rebels having ran from Perth, he
seemed thunderstruck ; and was so visibly concerned,
that even the foreign officers that were in the room
took notice of it. . . . . Since the rebels quit-
ting Perth, he (Argyle) has sent 500 or 600 of his
Argyleshire men, who go before the army a day’s
march, to take possession of the towns the enemy have
abandoned, and to plunder and destroy the country,
which enrages our soldiers, who are forbid under pain
of death to take the value of a farthing, though ont of
the rebels’ houses. Not one of these Argyle-men
appeared whilst the rebels were in Perth, and when
they might have been of some use.”—Cox’s Marl-
borough, vol. iii. p. 612.

they nevertheless gave indicalions as if they
really meant to hold out. Pursuant to an
order of a council, which was held on the 16th
of January, the most strenuous exertions were
made to fortify the town, and both officers and
men vied with one another in hastening the
completion of the works. What the motives
of the leaders may have been in thus practising
a deception upon the army it is impossible to
conceive; perhaps the distant hope of being
joined by the more remote clans, the chance of
some fortunate, though unlooked for, occur-
rence in the chapter of accidents, or an idea
that their men could not be otherwise kept
together, may have' been the inducing causes
of these defensive preparations; but whatever
their motives were, the apparent determination
shown by the leading men to meet the enemy,
had the most beneficial effect upon the army,
which evinced a strong desire to engage. In
this wish they thought they were to be gratified
sooner than they expected, by the arrival of
some country people at Perth who brought in-
telligence that Argyle was advancing with all
his cavalry, and 4,000 foot mounted on horses.
This news was, however, premature, and had
originated in the appearance of a reconnoitring
party of Z00 dragoons, which Argyle had sent
forward on the road to Perth, on the 21st of
January, and which the fears of the people
had magnified into an army.

All doubts, however, were removed in a few
days, by the receipt of authentic intelligence
at Perth, that Argyle having completed his
arrangenients, was to leave Stirling for Perth .
on the 29th of January, with his whole army.
The councillors of the Chevalier were dismayed
at this intelligence, but it had quite an opposite
effect upon the mass of the army. Nothing
was to be heard in the Jacobite camp but the
vaice of joy and rejoicing, and congratulations,
on the expected happy result of an encounter
with the enemy, were exchanged on all sides
—between the officers and gentlemen volun-
teers, and the cornmon soldiers and clansmen.
‘While the former were pledging each other in
their cups and drinking to “ the good day,” so
near at hand, as they thought, which was to
crown the Chevalier’s arms with victory, the
latter, amid the din of the warlike bagpipe,
were to be seen giving each other a cordial
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shake of the hand as if fully assured of
success.

‘Whilst these congratulatory exhibitions were
going on, the councillors of the Chevalier were
deliberating upon the course they should pur-
sue; but although they sat during the whole
night they could come to no decided resolution.
When the irresolution of the council became
generally known, the men could not restrain
their indignation, and a general opinion began
to prevail among them that they had been
betrayed. Impressed with this feeling, they
became mutinous, and carried their insubordi-
nation so far as to insult the officers, whom
they supposed had betrayed them, in the
streets, and to load them with reproachful
epithets. The gentlemen volunteers also par-
ticipated in the same sentiments; and one of
them from the higher parts of Aberdeenshire

* was heard to declare before a group of malcon-
tents assembled in the streets, that the clans
should take the person of the Chevalier out of
the hands of the weak councillors who sur-
rounded him, adding that he would find 10,000
gentlemen in Scotland who would hazard their
lives for him, if he was equally ready as a
prince to risk his own life in vindicating his
right to the crown. A friend of the Earl of
Mar, after remonstrating with this party, asked
what they wished their officers to do.—*Do,”
replied a Highlander, “what did you call us
to take arms for? 'Was it to run away? What
did the king come hither for? Was it to see
his people butchered by hangmen, and not
strike a stroke for their lives? Let us die like
men and not like dogs.”¢

Amid the confusion and perplexity occa-
sioned by such a state of things, Mar convened
another meeting of the council on the evening
of the 29th, at which a resolution to retreat
was entered info chiefly at Mar’s suggestion.
His reasons for advising an abandonment of
the enterprise for the present, were, 1st, the
failure of the Duke of Ormond’s attempt to
invade England; 2dly, the great accession of
force which Argyle had received from abroad;
and, lastly, the reduced state of the Jacobite
forces, which did not exceed 4,000 men, and
of whom only about 2,500 were properly

8 True Account of the Proccedinys at Perth, by a
Lebel.

armed.” DBesides these there were, according
to the Master of Sinclair, other reasons of a
private nature which influenced Mar to give
the advice he did, the chief of which, says the
above-named authority, was that the Earl of
Seaforth, the Marquis of Huntly, and other
Jacobites who were in treaty with the govern-
ment, had basely resolved to deliver up the
Chevalier to the Duke of Argyle, that they
might procure better terms for themselves than
they could otherwise expect. This odious
charge, which is not corroborated by any other
writer, must be looked upon as highly impro-
bable.

Before communicating to the army the reso-
lution to retreat, a general meeting of all the
officers was held at Scone on the following
day, when they were informed of the determi-
nation of the previous evening, and of the
reascns which had led to it. It was then
secretly resolved that the Chevalier and his
principal officers should take shipping at
Montrose for France, and that the army should
be disbanded as soon as it reached the High-
lands, or as soon as circumstances permitted ;
but to save appearances with the men, it was
given out, that as Perth was untenable, it be-
came necessary fo retire to a stronger position,
where they could not only defend themselves,
but keep up a more secure and direct commu-
nication with their friends in the north, At
this time there were three ships lying in the
Tay off Dundee, which had lately arrived with
supplies from France; and to secure these for
the conveyance of the Chevalier and his fol-
lowers, a French officer and clergyman were
despatched to Dundee with orders to send
them down the coast to Montrose, there to
wait his arrival. 8

On the return of the officers to the camp,
they promulgated the order to retreat to their
men, and, as might have been anticipated, it
was received with scorn and contempt. Among
the Jacobite inhabitants of the town who had
shown themselves very zealous in the cause of
the Chevalier, the intelligence caused nothing
but dismay, as from the prominent and decided
part they had taken, they had incurred the
penalties of treason against the government.

7 Mar’s Journal.
8 True Account of t»e Proccedings et Perth.
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"T'he morning of the 31st of January was fixed
upon for the retreat, but a body of about 800
Highlanders, disliking the aspect of affairs, and
displeased with the conduct of the principal
officers, quitted Perth the preceding night for
the Highlands by way of Dunkeld. Prepara-
tory to his departure, the Chevalier went from
Scone to Perth in the evening, and took up
his residence in the house of Hay the provost,
a stanch Jacobite, where he supped and
passed the night. At ten o’clock next morning
the rebels began their march across the Tay,
which was covered with ice of extraordinary
thickness. About noon the whole army had
passed, and was on the march to Dundee along
the Carse of Gowrie.

Meanwhile, the Duke of Argyle was advanc-
ing upon Perth as fast as the nature of the
difficulties he had to contend with would admit
of He had left Stirling on the 29th of Janu-
ary, and marched to Dunblane. Next day he
advanced as far as Auchterarder, which had
been entirely burnt by the rebels. Here they
passed the night upon the snow without “any
other covering than the fine canopy of heaven.”?
On the following day a detachment of 200 dra-
goons and 400 foot, which had been sent for-
ward to protect the country people who were
engaged in clearing away the snow, took pos-
session of the castle of Tullibardine, the garri-
son of which had capitulated. The Duke of
Argyle had resolved to take up his quarters for
the night in this fortress ; but receiving intelli-
gence that the rebels had retired from Perth
that morning, he ordered a party of 400 dra-
goons and 1,000 foot to hasten forward to take
possession of that town. The duke, at the head
of the dragoons, arrived at Perth about two
o’clock in the morning of the 1st of February ;
but the foot, who were greatly fatigued, did
not come up till ten o’clock. The remainder
of the duke’s army reached Perth that evening.

The distance from Stirling to Perth is only
34 miles, yet such was the obstruction that
Argyle’s army met with from the snow, that
their march occupied three entire days. The
difficulties of the march and the privations
which his men had suffered by resting two
nights on the snow, exposed to all the severities

? Annals of George I., vol. ii. p. 222,

of the weather, had so exhausted his men, that
it was not till the day after his arrival at Perth
that the duke could muster a force sufficiently
strong to pursue the enemy.

On the 2d of February Argyle left Perth at
the head of six squadrons of dragoons, three
battalions of foot, and 800 Highlanders. Ho
stopped at Errol that night, and entered Dun-
dee next day. Having learned that the Cheva-
lier had left Dundee the preceding day on his

Second Duke of Argyle.

way to Montrose, the duke sent forward a
detachment towards Arbroath, and being joined
by the remainder of his army on the 4th of
February, he despatched on the same day three
battalions of foot, 500 of his own Highland-
ers, and 50 dragoons, towards Arbroath, and
another detachment of 300 foot, and 50 dra-
goons, in the direction of Brechin ; but their
march was retarded for some time by the snow.
On the 5th the duke followed.with the re-
mainder of the army; and while he himself, at
the head of the cavalry, took the high road to
Brechin, General Cadogan with the infantry
marched in the direction of Arbroath.

During the retreat to Montrose, suspicions
began to be entertained in the Chevalier's army,
that it was his intention to embark for France,
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notwithstanding the assurances of the principal
officers to the contrary. The unusual route
along the sea-coast gave credence to the rumour;
but when they approached Montrose, and saw
some French vessels lying at anchor off the
shore, their suspicions were confirmed, and the
men began to manifest symptoms of discontent.
The insurgent army arrived at Montrose on
the 3d of February, where it was intended they
should pass the night; but the Chevalier's
advisers, alarmed at the murmurings of the
troops, ordered them to march the same night
towards Aberdeen, where it was given out they
meant to make a stand till succours should
arrive from abroad. This assurance had the
desired effect upon the troops, who accordingly
began their march in the expectation that the
Chevalier would follow them. To prevent
suspicion, his horses were ordered to be brought
before the door of the house where he lodged
at the hour appointed for the march, and his
guards were ordered to mount, and to hold
themselves in readiness to accompany him.
Meanwhile the Chevalier was busily em-
~ ployed in miaking the necessary preparations
for his approaching departure. To relieve his
memory from the imputation of having volun-
tarily abandoned the brave men who had taken
up arms in his cause, it is due to him to state
that he had been all along opposed to such a
step, and it was not until he had been repeat-
edly and earnestly urged by his friends that
he could be prevailed upon to give his consent
to retire beyond seas. He said he was ready
to suffer every hardship, and expose himself to
every danger, rather than abandon those who
had risked their all in his service; but being
assured by his friends, that the course they
advised might be ultimately beneficial to both,
he reluctantly yielded to their entreaties. His
principal motive for acceding to their-wishes
was the consideration that, if relieved from
his presence, the government might be dis-
posed to give better terms to his followers than
they would be otherwise disposed to grant.!
Before his departure he ordered a commission
to he drawn up, by which he appointed General
Gordon commander-in-chief, with all necessary
powers, and particularly with authority to treat

L Mar's Journal.

with the enemy. He wrote, at the same time,
a paper containing his reasons for leaving the
kingdom, and along with which he delivered
to the general all the money in his possession,
(excepting a small sum which he reserved for
defraying the expenses of himself and suite,)
with instructions, after paying the army, to
apply the residue in indemnifying the inha-
bitants of the villages? which had been burned,
for the losses sustained by them. At the same
time the Chevalier put the following letter to
the Duke of Argyle, which he dictated to a
secretary, into the hands of General Gordon,
respecting the appropriation of the money so
left. It is an interesting document, and ex-
hibits the humanity of the prince in a favour-
able point of view :—

“ For THE DUKE OF ARGYLE.
‘“ Montrose, 4th February, 17186,

“It was the view of delivering this my
ancient kingdom from the hardship it lay
under, and restoring it to its former happiness
and independency, that brought me into this
country ; and all hopes of effectuating that at
this time being taken from me, I have been
reduced much against my inclination, but by
a cruel necessity, to leave the kingdom with
as many of my faithful subjects as were desi-
rous to follow me, or T able to carry with me,
that so at least I might secure them from the
utter destruction that threatens them, since
that was the only way left me to show them
the regard I had for, and the sense I had of
their unparalleled loyalty.

¢« Among the manifold mortifications I have
had in this unfortunate expedition, that of
being forced to burn several villages, &e., as
the only expedient -left me for the publick
security, was not the smallest. It was indeed
forced upon me by the violence with which
my rebellious subjects acted against me, and
what they, as the first authors of it, must be
answerable for, not I: however, as I cannot
think of leaving this country without making
some provision to repair that loss, I have, there-
fore, consigned to the magistrates of
the sum of , desiring and requiring of
you, if not as an obedient subject, at least as

2 Dunning, Auchterarder, Blackford, Crieff, Muthil.
30




474

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE HIGHLANDS.

a lover of your country, to take care that it be
employed to the designed use, that I may at
least have the satisfaction of having been the
destruction and ruin of none, at a time I came
to free all. Whether you have yet received my
letter,3 or what effect it hath had upon you, I
am as yet ignorant of ; but what will become
of these unhappy nations is but too plaine. I
have neglected nothing to render them a free
and prosperous people; and I fear they will
find yet more than I the smart of preferring a
foreign yoak to that obedience they owe me;
and what must those who have so obstinately
resisted both my right and my clemency have
to answer for? But however things turn, or
Providence is pleased to dispose of me, I shall
never abandon my just right, nor the pursuits
of it, but with my life ; and beseech God so to

3 1t is presumed this is the letter alluded to in a
conversation between Lockhart of Carnwath and Cap-
tain Dongall Campbell, who is represeuted by him as
‘““a person of great worth and loyalty, and a bosome
friend of Argyle’s.” ¢ Being with me (says Lock-
hart) at my country house, he (Campbell) asked me if
I heard Argyle blam’d for having received and given
no answer to a letter writt to him by the king whilst
he was at Perth. I told him I had, but could not
agree with those who censured him, for 1 had such an
abhorrence of breach of trust, that had I been the
duke’s adviser, it should have been to doe as he did ;
for tho there was nothing I so much desired as to see
him engaged in the king’s cause, I wisht it done in a
way consistent with his honour. Captain Campbell
smiled aud told me, he was to acquaint me of a secret
which he must previously have my solemn word 1
would communicate to none, which he had given
when it was revealed to him, having however obtained
liberty afterwards to speak of it to me. After giving
him the assurance he demanded, he told me that the
letter was not delivered to the duke, for in his late
Highland progress, he saw it and anothe= to Lord Isla
in the hauds of the person to whose care they were
committed, (but who that person was he would not
tell me), who receiving them unseal’d, did not, after
perusal, think it for the king’s service o deliver them,
that to the duke being writt in a style by no means
to be approved of; ‘and, indeed,” added Campbell,
‘when 1 read them, I yas entirely of the same mind,
and could not but think that Mar or some other per-
son, with a view of rather widening than healing the
breaches, had prevail’d with the king to write after
that mauner.” The letter to Isla was writt as to a
man of business, insisting on the nuhappy state of
Scotland, and that nothing but a dissolution of $he
union by the king's restoration, could prevent the
ntter ruin of that country. That to the duke did
invite him to return to his loyalty and daty, threaten-
ing him, if he neglected, with revenge and the utter
extirpation of his family, for what he and his prede-
cessors had done in this aud the last century. I doe
not pretend to narrate the precise words of this letter,
nor did Campbell mention them as such to me ; how-
ever, I have narrated what he said was the aim and
mlrpo;t of the letter.”—Zockhiart Papers, vol. ii. pp.

, 15.

turn at last the hearts of my subjects, as that
they may enjoy peace and happiness by submit-
ting to what their interest and duty equally
require of them, As for your own particular,
you might, if you had pleased, joined interest
and greatness in your own person ; but, though
you have refused to do that, I must earnestly
request of you to do at least all in your power
to save your country from utter ruin, and to be
just at least to them, since you are it not to me.

“4 7 thought.to write this in my own hand,

but had not time.
“ James R.”

This letter was accompanied by a note of the
following letter to General Gordon, written in
the Chevalier’s own hand :—

“General Gordon is hereby empowered, as
soon as he has no other further occasion for
the money left in his hands for the subsistence
of the troops, to forward, if he thinks fitt, the
enclosed letter to the duke of Argil, and to fill
up the blanks of my letter with the name of
the town where he shall leave the money, and
the summ he shall leave.
' “Jamrs R.”

1t was not until the eve of his departure,
that James thought of selecting the persons
he wished to accompany him in his flight, but
the near approach of the enemy, of whose
motions he had just received intelligence, and

the murmurings and jealousies of his troops

compelling him to hasten his departure, he
was narrowed in his choice, as some of the
friends, whose presence he desired, were at
some distance from Montrose. The first indi-
vidual he pitched upon was Mar; but the earl
begged that he might be left behind with the
army. The Chevalier, however, insisted that
he should go; and on representing to him that
reasons almost equally strong existed for Mar’s
departure as for his own, that his friends would
make better terms with the government with-
out him than with him, and that his services
could be of no use in Scotland under existing
circumstances, he gave his consent.

* What follows is in the Chevalier’s own hand-
writing. The original document is in the Fingask
(fizuﬁily; of course, it had never been delivered to the

uke.
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Matters being adjusted, the Chevalier left

his lodgings privately about nine o’clock on the
evening of the 4th of February, accompanied
only by one of his domestics, and having met
Mar at his lodgings, they both proceeded by a
private way to the beach, where a boat was
lying in readiness to receive them, which car-
ried them on board a small French vessel that
lay at a little distance from the shore. The
boat was immediately sent back, and returned
in about a quarter of an hour with the Earl of
Melfort, Lord Drummond, and the remainder
of the Chevalier's suite. Being favoured with
a fresh breeze from the west-south-west, the
vessel stood directly out to sea, and after a
voyage of five days, arrived in safety at Waldam,
near Gravelines in French Flanders.

The insurgents, under General Gordon,
marched to Aberdeen, which they entered on
the morning of the 6th of February. Here
he communicated to his men the paper of in-
structions he had received from the Cheva-
lier, which, he informed them, he had been
ordered not to open till their arrival at Aber-
deen. In this writing the prince complained
of the disappointments he had met with, par-
ticularly from abroad, and informed the army
of the necessity he was under, for his own pre-
servation, to leave the country. He thanked
them for having entered so cheerfully into his
service, and imputed the failure of the enter-
prise to the apathy of others, who had not
seconded their efforts as they had promised to
do. He advised them to consult their own
safety by keeping together in a body under
General Gordon till he should order them to
disperse, and concluded by encouraging them
to hope for better times. After reading this
document, the General notified to his men that
their pay would cease after that day.
. General Cadogan arrived at Montrose on the

afternoon of the 5th of February with three
regiments of foot,and 600 of Argyle’s High-
landers, and the duke reached Brechin with
the dragoons the same night. The whole
royalist forces continued their march the fol-
lowing day towards Aberdeen, but they could
not overtake the insurgents, who -were nearly
two days’ march in advance. The latter left
Aberdeen on the 7th, and the Duke of Argyle
entered it the following day at the head of 400

dragoons. The main body of the insurgents,
chiefly foot, marched in the direction of Old
Meldrum, but a party of about 200 horse,
among whom were many officers and gentlemen-
volunteers, took the route to Peterhead, where
some vessels were lying to carry them to
France. The Duke of Argyle, without waiting
for the coming up of the rest of his army,
immediately sent 200 dragoons, and a party of
foot under Major-General Evans, to cut off the

retreat of the latter, but he did not overtake

them. TUpwards of 100 of the gentlemen
composing this party escaped to France.

Meanwhile the insurgents continued their
march westwards into Moray, and after march- *
ing through Strathspey, retired into Badenoch,
where they quietly dispersed. During their
retreat, however, many, whose houses lay con-
tiguous to their route, gradually withdrew
from the ranks, so that before their arrival in
Badenoch a considerable reduction had taken
place in their numbers. Though closely pur-
sued by Argyle’s troops, the insurgents did not
lose 100 men during the whole retreat, so well
and orderly was it conducted by the Jacobite
commander.

After the dispersion of the insurgents, about
160 officers and gentlemen-volunteers who had
followed the army into the Highlands, hearing
that two French frigates, destined to receive
on board such. of the adherents of the Chevalier
as might be inclined to retire abroad, had
arrived off the Orkney coast, sallied from the
hills on horseback, and crossing the low coun-
try of Moray embarked in boats at Burgh-head,
and landed in Caithness. From Caithness
they proceeded to the Orkney islands, where
they had the good fortune to reach the French
ships, which carried them to Gottenburg.
Among this party were Lord Duffus, who,
being a seaman, entered into the naval service
of the King of Sweden, Sir George Sinclair,
Sir David Threipland of Fingask, and General
Eckline, Most of these refugees entered into
the Swedish army then about to invade Norway.

Thus ended an enterprise badly contrived,
and conducted throughout with little judgment
or energy. Yet notwithstanding the disad-
vantages under which it was attempted, it
might have sncceeded, if the efforts of the
Scottish Jacobites had been seconded by the
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Jacobites of England; but the latter, though
decidedly hostile to the House of Brunswick,
were not inclined to risk their lives and for-
tunes in a doubtful contest, in support of the
pretensions of a prince known to them only
by name, and to whose religion many of them
felt a deep-rooted repugnance.

———

CHAPTER XXVIL

A.D. 1716—1737.

BRITISH SOVEREIGNS : —George ., 1714—1727.—George 111 Y
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Highlands—Trials of the prisoners in Scotland —
Act of grace—Removal of the Chevalier from France
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—Threatened Spanish invasion—Disarming of the
Highlanders—Means taken to prevent further dis-
turbances by building forts, making roads, &e.—
Aversion of the Highlanders to these innovations—
The Chevalier appoints trustees to manage his
affairs in Scotland—Discovery of a new Jacobite
conspiracy—Habeas-corpus act suspended—DBoling-
broke—Meeting of Highland chiefs at Paris—The
disarming act—Disgrace of the Farl of Mar—His
ambiguous conduct — Atterbury’s charges against
him—The Chevalier’s domestic affairs—Death of
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the Jacobites.

Arter the flight and dispersion of the insur-
gents, the Duke of Argyle returned to Edin-
burgh about the end of February, where he
was magnificently entertained by the magis-
trates of the city, whence he set off for London
on the 1st of March. He had left instructions
with General Cadogan to keep up a communi-
cation with the Whig leaders in the north, and
to distribute the troops in quarters contiguous
to the adjoining Highlands, that they might
be the more readily assembled to repress any
fresh insurrection which might break out. To
keep some of the disaffected districts in check,
parties of Highlanders were placed by Lord
Lovat and Brigadier Grant, in Brahan castle,
and in FErchles and Borlum ; the former the
seat of the Chisholm, the latter that of Briga-
dier Mackintosh.

The fate of the prisoners taken at Preston
remains now to be told. The first who were
tried were Lord Charles Murray, Captain Dal-
ziel, brother to the earl of Carnwath, Major

Nairne, Captain Philip Lockhart, brother to
Lockhart of Carnwath, Captain Shaftoe, and
Ensign Nairne: These six were tried before a
court-martial at Preston, and all, with the
exception of Captain Dalziel, having been
proved to have been officers in the service of
government, were condemned to be shot. Lord
Charles Murray received a pardon through the
interest of his friends. The remainder suffered
on the 2d of December.

The English parliament met on the 9th of
January, 1716. The commons agreed, on the
motion of Mr. Lechmere, to impeach Lords
Derwentwater, Nithsdale, Wintoun, Carnwath,
and Kenmure, of high treason. The articles
of impeachment were carried up to the lords
the same night, and on the next day these
peers were brought to the bar of the house of
lords to hear the articles of impeachment read.
They were brought back from the Tower on
the 19th, when they all pled guilty to the
charge of high treason, except the Karl of
‘Wintoun, who petitioned for a longer time to
give in his answers. The rest received sen-
tence of death on the 9th of February, in
Westminster-hall. The Countess of Nithsdale
and Lady Nairne surprised the king as he was
passing through his apartments at St. James's,
and throwing themselves at his feet implored
his mercy in behalf of their husbands ; but he
turned away from them with contemptuous
indifference, The Countess of Derwentwater
was equally unsuccessful, though introduced
by the Dukes of Richmond and St. Albans
into the king’s bed-chamber, and accompanied
by the Duchesses of Cleveland and Bolton.

This refusal on the part of the king raised
up a number of advocates in both houses of
parliament, in behalf of the unfortunate noble-
men. Availing themselves of this feeling, the
ladies of the condemned lords, accompanied |
by about twenty others of equal rank, waited
in the lobby of the house of peers, and at the
door of the house of commons, and solicited
the intercession of both houses. Next day
they petitioned the houses. The commons
rejected the application, and to get quit of
further importunity adjourned for six or seven
days, by a small majority ; but the result was
different in the house of lords. Petitions,
craving the intercession of that house, were
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presented from the condemned peers, which
being read, after considerable opposition, a
motion was made to address his majesty to
grant them a reprieve. This occasioned a
warm debate ; but before the vote was taken,
an amendment was proposed to the effect, that
his majesty should reprieve such of the peers
as should seem to deserve his mercy. It was
contended by the supporters of the original
address, that the effect of this amendment
would be to destroy the nature of the address,
as from the nature of the sentence which had
been passed, none of the condemned peers
could deserve merey ; but the amendment was
substituted, and on the vote being taken,
whether the address should be presented, it
was carried present, by a majority of five votes.
It is said that on one of the peers afterwards
observing to the mover of the amendment,
that it looked as if its object was to defeat the
vote, and make it of no use to the persons for
whose benefit it was intended, the proposer
observed, that such was his intention in mov-
ing it.5

The king was evidently chagrined at the
conduct of the house, and when the address
was presented, he informed the deputation, that
on this as on all other occasions, he would do
what he thought most consistent with the

dignity of the crown, and the safety of his
- people. The Earl of Nottingham, president
of the council, who had supported the petitions
of the condemned lords, together with Lord
Aylesford, his brother, Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster, Lord Finch, his son, one of the
lords of the treasury, and Lord Guernsey,
master of the jewel office, were all removed
from office ; and to show the determination of
the king, orders were issued on the same day
the address was delivered, for executing the
Earls of Derwentwater and Nithsdale, and Vis-
count Kenmure the following day. The other
three peers were reprieved to the 7th of March.
The Earl of Nithsdale, by the assistance of his
heroic wife, made his escape the night before
the execution, dressed in female attire. When
the king heard of his escape next morning, he
observed, that “it was the best thing a man
in his condition could have done.”%

5 Annals of the 2d year of George I., p. 248.
b State Trials, vol. xv.

On the morning of the 24th of February the
Earl of Derwentwater and Viscount Kenmure
were beheaded on Tower-hill. On ascending
the scaffold, Derwentwater knelt down, and
having spent some time in prayer, he got up,
and drawing a paper out of his pocket, read
a short address. He hoped for forgiveness
through the passion and death of his Saviour ;
apologised to those who might have been
scandalized at his pleading guilty at his trial,
excusing himself for doing so on the ground
that he was made to believe that it was only
a consequence of having submitted to mercy,
acknowledged as his only right and lawful
sovereign, King James IIL., and earnestly
hoped for his speedy restoration ; and died, as
he had lived, a Roman Catholic. He displayed
the utmost coolness and perfect self-possession.

As soon as the remains of the Earl of
Derwentwater were removed, Visccunt Ken-
mure was brought up to the scaffold. Like
Derwentwater, he expressed his regret for
pleading guilty to the charge of high treason,
and prayed for “ King James.” After praying
a short time with uplifted hands, he advanced
to the fatal block, and laying down his head,
the executioner struck it off at two blows.

The Earl of Wintoun, on various frivolous
pretences, got his trial postponed till the 15th
of March, when he was brought finally up, and,
after a trial which occupied two days, was
found guilty, and received sentence of death ;
but his lordship afterwards made his escape
from the Tower and fled to France.

On the 7th of April a commission for trying
the other rebels met in the court of Common
Pleas, Westminster, when bills of high treason
were found against Mr. Forster, Brigadier Mack-
intosh, Colonel Oxburgh, Mr. Menzies of Cul-
dares, and seven of their associates, and on the
10th bills were found against eleven more.
Forster escaped from Newgate, and so well
had his friends concerted matters, that he
reached Calais in less than 24 hours. The
trials of Brigadier Mackintosh and others were
fixed for the 4th of May, but about eleven
o’clock the preceding night, the brigadier and
fifteen other prisoners broke out of Newgate,
after knocking down the keepers and disarming
the sentinels, Eight were retaken, but Mack-
intosh and seven others escapcd. The trials
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of the prisoners who remained proceeded : many
of them were found guilty; and five, among
whom were Colonel Oxburgh and Mr. Paul, a
non-jurant clergyman of the Church of England,
were executed at Tyburn. Twenty-two prison-
ers were executed in Lancashire. The re-
mainder of the prisoners taken at Preston,
amounting to upwards of 700, submitted to
the king’s mercy, and having prayed for trans-
portation, were sold as slaves to some West
India merchants; a cruel proceeding, when it
is considered that the greater part of these men
were Highlanders, who had joined in the insur-
rection in obedience to the commands of their
chiefs.”

The severities exercised by the government,
and the courage and fortitude displayed by the
unfortunate sufferers, wrought an extraordinary
change in the dispositions of the people, who
began to manifest great dissatisfaction at pro-
ceedings so revolting to humanity. Though
the rebellion was extinguished, the spirit which
had animated it still remained, being increased
rather than diminished by the proceedings of
the government ; and the Tories longed for an
opportunity of availing themselves of the uni-
versal dissatisfaction to secure a majority
favourable to their views at the next general
election. The Whigs, afraid of the result of
an early election as destructive to themselves
as a party and to the liberties of the country,
had recourse to a bold measure, which nothing
but the most urgent necessity could justify.
This was no other than a plan to repeal the
triennial act, and to prolong the daration of
parliament. It is said that at first they in-
tended to suspend the triennial act for one
election only, but thinking that a temporary
measure would appear a greater violation of
constitutional law than a permanent one, they
resolved to extend the duration of parliament
to seven years. A bill was accordingly brought
into the house of lords on the 10th of April
by the Duke of Devonshire, which, notwith-

7 *“1t is painful to see on the lists, the many High-
land names followed with the word ‘labourer,’ indi-
cating that they belonged to the humblest class. Too
implicit obedience had been the weakness, instead of
rebellion being the erime, of these men; and in many
instances they had been forced into the service for
which they were punished, as ahsolutely as the French
conscript or the British pressed scaman.”—Burton's
Seotland (1689-1747), vol. ii. p. 211.

standing much oppositicn, passed both houses,
receiving the royal assent on the 7th of May.
On the same day an act of attainder against
the Earls Marischal, Seaforth, Southesk, Pan-
mure, and others, also received his majesty’s
sanction. An act of attainder against the Earl
of Mar, the Marquis of Tullibardine, the Earl
of Linlithgow, Lord Drummond, and other
leaders of the insurrection, had received the
royal assent on the 17th of February preceding.
Besides these bills, three others were passed,
one attainting Mr. Forster and Brigadier Mack-
intosh ; another for more effectually securing
the peace of the Highlands ; a third appointing
commissioners to inquire into the estates of
those persons who had been attainted or con-
victed.

While the parliament was thus engaged in
devising measures for maintaining the public
tranquillity, General Cadogan was employed in
dispersing some hostile bands of the clans
which still continued to assemble with their
chiefs in the remoter parts of the Highlands.
Hearing that the Earl of Seaforth had retired
into the island of Lewis, where he had col-
lected a considerable body of his men under
the command of Brigadier Campbell of Ormun-
del, an officer who had just arrived from Mus-
covy, where he had served in the army of the
Czar, he sent a detachment into the island
under the command of Colonel Cholmondely
to reduce it. The earl, on the appearance of
this force, crossed into Ross-shire, whence he
escaped to France ; and Campbell being aban-
doned by his men after he had formed them in
order of battle, was taken prisoner while stand-
ing in a charging posture. Another detach-
ment under Colonel Clayton, was sent into the
isle of Skye, where Sir Donald Macdonald was
at the head of about 1,000 men ; but the chief
made no resistance, and having no assurance
of protection from the government in case of a
surrender, retired into one of the Ulists, where
he remained till he obtained a ship which
carried him to France. About this time three
ships arrived among the western islands from
France with military supplies for the use of
the insurgents, but they came too late to be of
any service. Two of them, after taking 70
gentlemen on board, immediately returned to
France, and the third, which carried fifty chests
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of small arms, and one hundred and fifty barrels
of gunpowder, and other military stores, was
captured while at anchor near Uist by an Eng-
lish ship of war. :

In consequence of instructions from govern-
ment, General Cadogan issued an order, which
was intimated at the different parish churches
in the north, requiring the rebels to surrender
themselves and to deliver up their arms, assur-
ing them, that such as complied should have
liberty granted to return home in safety, but
threatening to punish rigorously those who
refused to comply. This order was generally
obeyed by the common people in the Lowlands,
who had been engaged in the insurrection; but
few of the Highlanders seemed to regard it.
To enforce compliance, Cadogan despatched dif-
ferent detachments through the Highlands, and
" took up his quarters at Blair Athole, where he
could more easily communicate with the disaf-
fected districts. He next removed to Ruthven
in Badenoch, and afterwards proceeded to Inver-
ness, where he received Glengary’s submission.
Lochiel, Keppoch, and Clanranald, had re-
solved to oppose by force the delivery of their
arms; but on hearing that Clayton, who had
returned from Skye, had resolved to march
from Fortwilliam to Lochiel’s house to disarm
the Camerons, these chiefs retired, and their
men delivered up their arms without resist-
ance. Having succeeded in disarming the
Highlands, the gencral left Inverness on the
27th of April, leaving General Sabine in
command, and proceeded to London. The
rebellion being now considered completely
extinguished, the Dutch auxiliaries were with-
drawn from Scotland, and in a short time
thereafter were embarked for Holland.

To try the prisoners confined in the castles
of Edinburgh, Stirling, Blackness, and other
places’ in Scotland, a commission of Oyer and
Terminer was appointed to sit at Carlisle in
December, 1716. There were nearly seventy
arraigned. Of twenty-nine who were brought
to trial, twenty-five pled guilty. Brigadier
Campbell of Ormundel, Tulloch of Tannachie,
Stewart of Foss, and Stewart of Glenbuckie,
entered a plea of not guilty. The two last
having satisfied the solicitor-general of their
innocence, he allowed a writ of noli prosequi
to be entered in their behalf, and Campbell

having escaped from the castle of Carlisle,
Tulloch alone stood his trial, but he was ac-
quitted. Sentence of death was passed upon
the twenty-five who had admitted their guilt,
and thirty-six were discharged for want of
evidence; but the sentence of death was never
put into execution. It was wise in the gov-
ernment to pacify the national disaffection by
showing merecy.

Following up the same humane view, an act
of grace was passed in 1717 by the king and
both houses of parliament, granting a free and
general pardon to all persons who had com-
mitted any treasonable offences, before the 6th
of May of that year, with the exception of
those who, having committed such offences,
had gone beyond the seas, and who, before
the said day, had returned into Great Britain
or Ireland without his majesty’s license, or
who should on or after the said day return
into either of the kingdoms without such
license. All persons of the name and clan of
Macgregor were also excepted, as well as all
such persons as should, on the 5th of May,
1717, remain attainted for high treason. Buf
all such persons so attainted, unless specially
named, and who had not escaped out of prison,
were freely pardoned and discharged. Under
this act the Karl of Carnwath, and Lords
‘Widdrington and Nairne, were delivered from
the Tower: seventeen persons confined in
Newgate, the prisoners still remaining in the
castles of Lancaster and Carlisle, and those in
the castles of Edinburgh and Stirling, and
other places in Scotland, including Lords
Strathallan and Rollo, were likewise released.

While the Chevalier was preparing to em-
bark for Scotland, the Earl of Stair, (the am-
bassador at the court of France,) had used
every effort to prevent him. Duclos and others
say that Stair not only applied to the Duke of
Orleans, the regent, to have the Chevalier
arrested, but that finding the regent insincere
in his promises of compliance, he sent persons
to assassinate the Chevalier on the road when
crossing France to embark for Scotland. That
Stair made such an application, and that he
employed spies to wateh the progress of the
prince, are circumstances highly probable; but
both Marshal Berwick and the Earl of Mar
discredited the last part of the story, as they
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considered Stair incapable of ordering an action
so atrocious as the assassination of the prince.?

On the return of the Chevalier, Stair, afraid
that he and his partisans in France would
intrigue with the court, presented a memorial
to the regent in name of his Britannic majesty,
in which, after notifying the flight of the
Chevalier, and the dispersion of his forces, he
requested the regent to compel the prince to
quit France. He next insisted that such of
the rebels as had retired to France should be
ordered forthwith to depart from that country.
The removal of the Jacobite exiles from the
French court was all that the earl could at that
time obtain from the regent. By an agreement,
however, which was shortly thereafter entered
into between France and IEngland, mutually
guaranteeing the succession to the crown of
France, and the Hanover succession according
to the provisions of the treaty of Utrecht, it
was stipulated that the Pretender should be
sent beyond the Alps, and should never be
allowed to return again to France or Lorraine
on any pretence whatever, and that none of
the rebellious subjects of Great Britain should
be allowed to reside in France.

After the suppression of the insurrection,
the leading supporters of government in Scot-
land repaired to London to congratulate George
I. on the success of his arms, and to obtain
the rewards they expected. The Duke of
Argyle, to whose exertions chiefly the king
was indebted for his peaceable accession to the
throne, and the extinction of the rebellion, was
already so overloaded with favovrs that he
could scarcely expect any addition to be made
to them, and would probably have been con-
tented with those he had obtained. The
“squadron” party, however, which had been
long endeavouring to ruin him, now made
every exertion to get him disgraced ; and being
assisted by the Marlborough faction, and a
party which espoused the interests of Cadogan,
they succeeded with the king, who dismissed
the duke and his brother, the Earl of Islay,
from all their employments, which were con-
ferred on others. General Carpenter, to whom
the success at Preston was entirely ascribed,
succceded Argyle in the chief command of the

8 Mem. de Berwick, tome ii.

forces in North Britain; and the Duke of
Montrose was appointed Lord-Register of Scot-
land in the room of the Earl of Islay.

The aspect of affairs in the north of Europe
requiring the king's presence in his German
dominions, an act was passed repealing the
clause in the act for the further limitation of
the crown, which restricted the sovereign from
leaving his British dominions. He closed the
session on the 26th of June, and embarked at
Gravesend on the 7th of July for Holland,
where he arrived on the 9th. He proceeded
to Loo incognito, and thence set out for Pyr-
mont. :

TFor reasons which need not be stated here,
Alberoni, the Spanish prime minister, was
eager that Great Britain should enter upon an
alliance with his country, and in his appeal to
George 1. he was backed by the English minis-
ter at Madrid. George thus found himself
placed in a singular but fortunate situation.
Equally courted by France and Spain, he had
only to choose between them, and to form that
connexion which might be most conducive to
uphold the Protestant succession and to main-
tain the peace of Europe, with which the
internal peace of Great Britain and the safety
of the reigning family were intimately con-
nected. The alliance with France being con-
sidered as more likely to secure these advan-
tages than a cocnnexion with Spain,the English
minister at Madrid was instructed by the
cabinet at home to decline the offers of Spain,
“ His majesty,” said secretary Stanhope, in his
letter to the minister, “is perfectly disposed
to enter into a new treaty with the Catholic
king, to renew and confirm the past; but the
actual situation of affairs does not permit him
to form other engagements, which, far from
contributing to preserve the neutrality of Italy,
would give rise to jealousies tending to dis-
turb it.?

This was followed by the agreement with
France, to which allusion has been made, and
in January, 1717, a triple alliance was entered
into between England, France, and Holland,
by which the contracting parties mutually
guaranteed to one another the possession of all
places respectively held by them. The treaty

17;6Mr. Stanhope to Mr. Doddington, March 13th,
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also contained a guaranty of the Protestant
succession on the throne of England, as well
as that of the Duke of Orleans to the crown of
France.

Baffled in all his attempts to draw England
into an alliance against the Emperor of Aus-
tria, Alberoni looked to the north, where he
hoped to find allies in the persons of the King
of Sweden and the Czar of Muscovy. Both
Peter the Great and Charles XTI. were highly
incensed against the Elector of Hanover, the
former for resisting the attempts of Russia to
obtain a footing in the empire, the latter for
having joined the confederacy formed against
him during his captivity, and for having
accepted from the King of Denmark the
duchies of Bremen and Verden, Swedish pos-
sessions, which had been conquered by Den-
mark during the absence of Charles. Charles,
to revenge himself, formed the design of restor-
ing the Stuarts, and by his instructions, Goertz,
his minister in England, began to cabal with
the English Jacobites, to whom, in name of
his master, he promised to grant assistance
in any efforts they might make to rid them-
selves of the elector. It was whispered among
the Scottish Jacobites, that “the king,” as
they termed the Chevalier, had some hopes of
prevailing on Charles to espouse his cause, but
the first notice on which they could place any
reliance was a letter from the Earl of Mar to
one Captain Straiton, which he directed to be
communicated to the Dishop of Edinburgh,
Lord Balmerino, and Mr. Lockhart of Carn-
wath, and in which he suggested, that as there
was a great scarcity in Sweden, the friends of
the Chevalier should purchase and send 5,000
or 6,000 bolls of meal to that country. Their
poverty, however, and the impracticability of
collecting and sending such a large quantity of
food out of the kingdom, without exciting the
suspicions of the government, prevented the
plan from being carried into exccution.?
Shortly thereafter, Straiton received another
letter from Mar, in which, after stating that
there was a design to attempt the restoration of
the prince by the aid of a certain foreign sover-
eign, and that it would look strange if his
friends at home did not put themdelves in a

¥ Lockhart Papers, vol. ii. p. 7.

condition to assist him, he suggested, that as
the want of money had been hitherto a great
impediment in the way of the Chevalier’s suc-
cess, the persons to whom this and his first
letter were to be communicated, should per-
suade their friends to have in readiness such
money as they could procure, to be employed
when the proper opportunity offered. Mr.
Lockhart, who received a letter from the Che-
valier at the same time, undertook the task of
acquainting the Chevalier’s friends in Scotland
with Mar’s wish, and obtained assurances from
several persons of rank that they would attend
to the prince’s request. Lord Eglinton in par-
ticular made an offer of 3,000 guineas.

The intrigues of Goertz, the Swedish minis-
ter, being discovered by the government, he
was arrested and his papers seized at the desire
of King George. This extraordinary proceed-
ing, against which the foreign ministers resident
at the British court remonstrated, roused the
indignation of Charles to the highest pitch,
and being now more determined than ever to
carry his project into effect, he, at the instiga-
tion of Alberoni, reconciled himself to the
Czar, who, in resentment of an offer made by
King George to Charles to join against Russia,
if the latter would ratify the cession of Bremen
and Verden, agreed to unite his forces with
those of Sweden and Spain for placing the
Pretender. on the throne of England. To
strengthen the interest of the Chevalier in the
north, Alberoni sent the Duke of Ormond into
Russia to negotiate a marriage between the son
of the Chevalier, and Anne the daughter of
Peter, but this project did not take effect.
The Chevalier himself, in the meantime, con-
tracted a marriage with the Princess Clemen-
tina Sobieski, but she was arrested at Inspruck
by order of the imperial government, when on
her journey to meet her betrothed husband,
and sent to a convent.

King George returned to England towards
the end of January, 1717. The parliament
met on the 20th of February, when he in-
formed them of the projected invasion, and
mentioned that he had given orders for laying
copies of papers connected therewith' before
them. From these documents it appeared,
that the plan of invasion was ripe for execu-
tion, but that it was not intended to attempt
3p
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it till the Dutch auxiliaries should be sent
back to Holland.

In consequence of the conduct of his Swedish
majesty, parliament passed a bill prohibiting
all intercourse with Sweden, and a fleet was
despatched to the Baltic under the command
of Sir George Byng, to observe the motions of
the Swedes; but the death of Charles XIL
dissolved the confederacy between Sweden and
Russia.

‘War was declared against Spain in Decem-
| ber 1718; but a respectable minority in par-
liament, and the nation at large, were opposed
} to it, as hurtful to the commercial interests of
Great Britain.
| course.
| The war with Spain revived the hopes of
the Jacobites, and the Duke of Ormond re-
paired to Madrid, where he held conferences
with Alberoni, and concerted an invasion of
Great Britain. The Dutch, alarmed at Or-
mond’s appearance at Madrid, remonstrated
| with Alberoni, as they had guaranteed the
Protestant succession, which might be endan-
gered if an insurrection in favour of the
Chevalier de St. George was. encouraged by
Spain; but the cardinal assured them that the
duke had no other design in coming into
Spain but to consult his personal safety.
Meanwhile, under the pretence of sending
reinforcements into Sicily, preparations were
made at Cadiz and in the ports of Galicia for
the projected invasion, and the Chevalier him-
self proceeded to Madrid, where he was cor-
dially received and treated as King of Great
Britain. On the 10th of March, 1719, a fleet,
consisting of ten men-of-war and twenty-one
transports, having on board 5,000 men, a great
quantity of ammunition, and 30,000 muskets,
sailed from Cadiz, with instructions to join the
rest of the expedition at Corunna, and to make
a descent at once upon England and Ireland.
The Duke of Ormond was appointed com-
mander of the fleet, with the fitle of Captain-
general of his most Catholic Majesty; and hLe
was provided with declarations in the name of
the king, stating, that for many good reasons
he had sent forces into England and Scotland
to act as auxiliaries to King James.

To defeat this attempt the allied cabinets
adopted.the necessary measures. His Britannic

France also followed the same

majesty having communicated to both houses
of parliament the advices he had received
respecting the projected invasion, they gave
him every assurance of support, and requested
him to augment his forces by sca and land.
He offered a reward of £10,000 to any one
who should apprehend the Duke of Ormond.
Troops were ordered to assemble in the north
and west of England, and a strong squadron,
under Admiral Norris, was equipped and sent
out to sea to meet the Spanish fleet. The
Dutch furnished 2,000 men, and six battalions
of Imperialists were sent from the Austrian
Netherlands; and the Duke of Orleans crdered
ships to be prepared at Brest to join the
English fleet, and made an offer of twenty bat-
talions for the service of King George.

The expedition under Ormond, with the ex-
ception of two frigates, never reached its des-
tination, having been dispersed and disabled,
off Cape Finisterre, by a violent storm which
lasted twelve days. These two ships reached
the coast of Scotland, having on board the
Earls Marischal and Seaforth, the Marquis of
Tullibardine, some field officers, 300 Spaniards,
and arms for 2,000 men. The expedition en-
tered Loch Alsh about the middle of May, and
the- small force landed in the western High-
lands, when it was joined by some Highlanders,
chiefly Seaforth’s men. The other Jacobite
clans, with the disappointment they formerly
experienced from France still fresh in their
recollection, resolved not to move till the whole
forces under Ormond should arrive. A differ-
ence arose between the Earl Marischal and the
Marquis of Tullibardine about the command,
but this dispute was put an end to by the ad-
vance of General Wightman from Inverness,
with a body of regular troops. The High-

landers and their allies had taken possession

of the pass at Glenshiel; but on the approach

-of the government forces they retired to the

pass at Strachell, which they resolved to de-
fend. General Wightman attacked and drove
them, after a smart action of three hours’ dura-
tion, and after sustaining some loss, from one
eminence to another, when night put an end
to the combat. The Highlanders seeing no
chance of making a successful resistance, dis-
persed, during the night, among the mountains,
and the Spaniards, on the following day, surren-
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dered themselves prisoners of war. Marischal,
Seaforth, and Tullibardine, with the other
officers, retired to the Western Isles, and man-
aged to escape to the continent. 2

After government had succeeded in putting
an end to the rebellion, it felt the necessity of
doing something, not only to allay the con-
sequent disorders in the Highlands, but also
to render the Highlanders less capable in
future of entering into rebellion, and make
them more accessible to the strong arm of the
law. The estates of most of the chiefs and
proprietors who had been engaged were for-
feited, although practically in some cases it
was found difficult to carry the forfeiture into

effect; as in the case of the Farl of Seaforth,

one of whose retainers seized the office of re-
ceiver, and transmitted the rents to the exiled
carl.

Lord Lovat, who, on account of his loyal con-
duct, had risen high in the royal favour, drew
up, in 1724, a memorial to George I. con-
cerning the state of the Highlands, charac-
terised by great insight into the source of the
existing evils, and recommending to govern-
ment the adoption of measures calculated to
remedy these.

From this memorial we learn that King
William, possibly in accordance with the re-
commendation of Breadalbane, formerly referred
to, had organized a few independent Highland
companies, which appear to have been of some
service in repressing the disorders so prevalent
in the north.® “The independent companies,
raised by King William not long after the
revolution, reduced the Highlanders to better
order than at any time they had been in since
the restoration. They were composed of the
natives of the country, inured to the fatigue of
travelling the mountains, lying on the hills,
wore the same habit, and spoke the same
language; but for want of being put under
proper regulations, corruptions were introduced,
and some, who commanded them, instead of
bringing criminals to justice, (as I am in-
formed) often compounded for the theft, and,
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