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The EDITOR'*

P R E F A C E.

IN
the prefent enlightened age, to enume-.

rate the advantages attending hiftorical re-

fearches, were almoft unneceffary. When
Kncmledge^ Impartiality^ and a regard to Truths

guide the hiftorian's pen, he claims both our
efteem and attention. Should the fubjed he
undertakes to illuftrate be conneded with the
welfare of our country ; fhould it tend to keep
alive a truly national fpirit, and to promote
public felicity, it becomes highly interefting.

By hiftory, we become acquainted with the
origin, and ftate of different kingdoms and
commonwealths ; their refpedive manners and
governments ; the genius and improvements of
the inhabitants ; their religion and policy. We
may, likewife, fee what has occafioned the rife

and fall of empires ; what hath rendered them
free and happy, or laid their honours, and their

ftrength in the duft.

Through the agreeable road of hiflory, we
may travel with eafe, profit, and at a fmall

expence, almofl every part of the habitable
world. A laudable curiofity is thus gratified ;

by this, knowledge and pleafure are happily
united. Nay, it has been faid, that Hiflory
has triumphed over time itfelf, which nothing
but eternity hath done !

An



%i PREFACE.
An application to any ftudy, that tends nei-

ther to make us wifer and better, is at beft, as

Tillotfon fays, but an ingenious fort of idle-

nefs. The knowledge obtained by it, is but a
creditable kind of ignorance.

By residing the lives of eminent ftatefmen>

legillators, philofophers, warriors, and thofe

illuftrious charaders who, at the expence of
' life and property, have maintained the religi-

ous and civil rights of their country, our hearts

are warmed by the nobleft fentiments ; we, in

a manner, renew their glorious ftruggles, and
re-iight their battles in the caufe of Freedom.
Hence, the virtue of one generation, may, by
the magic of example, be transfufed into feve-

ral, and a fpirit of heroifm properly cultivated.

The hiftories of Greece and Rome, of Eu-.

rope, and particularly of thefe nations, to

which we are faid to belong, fhould at leaft be,

in fome meafure, known to all whofe time and
circumftances permit. But the difcovery of the
New Worlds has opened a large and noble field

for hiftorical difquifitions. There, the fcene

is auguft, and extended : the tranfadions that

have pafTed on fo grand a theatre of adion, arc

great and interefting. As Britifh fubjeds are

intimately conneded with them, a fummary
recital of fach as are recent and important,

cannot but prove agreeable to moft readers.

Tho' the chief defign of the Editor, was to

give, in one conneded view, an Hiftory of the
principal Proceedings in the Colonies fince the
Contefi: with America commenced ; with all

the material Papers, Declarations, Letters,

Speeches, Petitions, &c. that have paiTed be-

tvy^ecn Great-Britain, and the United Provinces,

tQ



PREFACE,
to the End of the Year 1778 ;

yet, in order

to render the Work as comprehenfive as

poffible, a brief Sketch of the Rife and Pro-
grefs of the prefent War is added -, alfo, a fhort

Account of America from the earlieft Difcove-

ries. This will tend to illuftrate the fubjed,

and to give a further view of the arguments
that have been urged on both fides.

A faithful detail of fads, of civil and mili-

tary operations during fo bufy and interefting

a period, while it entertains, muft (where pro-

per refledions are made) be alfo ufeful to many
perfons, whofe time, or circumftances will not,

with convenience, permit them to read larger

and more expenfive produdions.

Our documents and materials have been
taken from the beft authors, and mod authen-

ticated accounts. The judicious will fee, that

many of the remarks and arguments are moil
mafterly, though the writers from whom they

are borrowed be not named : Nor are ftrik-

ing incidents and anecdotes wanting to embel-
lifh this performance.

But tho' obligation, and affiftance be here

acknowledged, a great deal of original matter
has been furnifhed by men of letters and mode-
ration. The arifing obfervations, being found-
ed on truth, the mind may be led to form juft

notions of legiflation and government, and to

deteft venality and defpotifm.

Hence, our Work will, it is hoped, prove
friendly to Conftitutional Liberty, to Virtue,

and our Country's welfare. This is the fmcerc
\vifli of the

EDITOR.
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A

GENERAL HISTORY
O T

A M E R I C A,

FROM ITS FIRST DISCOVERY,

TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRESENT CIVIL WAH.

PART
C H A P T E R I.

America fir[I difcovered in 1492 by Columbus. His prGpofaljy
reje^ed by feveral courts ^ but adopted by Ifabella of Spain.

Difcovers Hijpaniola. Mexico conquered by Cortez. Brief
account of that great empire. Peru reduced under the domi-
nion of Spain. Extent and boundaries of America. G^mral
defcription thereof. Account of the antient Indians.

THIS vaft continent of America was entirely unknown to 1402.
the European, and all other nations in the world, till the ^^-v-nJ

year 1492, when it was difcovered by Christopher
CoLUMB u s, a native of Genoa. This man, xhaving fome Colum-
how or other obtained a more juft notion of the figure of bus, a na-

the earth than mod of his cotemporaries, proje6led a fch'eme ^'^^ °f

of failing to the Eaft Indies by directing his courfe Weft- Genoa,

ward. The reafon he had for fo ftrange a proje6t was in- "
,

deed the errors in the maps which were made of thofe 7^^^^
c

Eaftern countries at that time ; for by them the Eaft Indies j^-^iT-^^

were placed fo very far to the Eaftward, that it appeared to}^Js^Qy"£
Columbus, the navigation muft go a great deal more thanforthe
half round the globe before they could come at any part of£aft-In-
them. In confequence of this fuppofition, the thought was dies,

very rational, that it would to be a much fhorter, and lefsdan-weft-

gerous voyage to fail Weftward, as they believed they would ward!/,

fall in with the Eaftern parts of Afia before they had fail'd round
half • the circumference of the globe ; as no part of the
world can be diftant from another more than half this cir-

<pumference, provided the ftiorteft way to it is taken. But
hov*' Columbus, at that time, when it was reckoned a mor-
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GENERAL HISTORY
o r

AMERICA,
FROM ITS FIRST DISCOVERY,

TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRESENT CIVIL WAk.

PART I.

CHAPTER I.

America firfl difcovered in 1492 hy Columbus. His propofalA
re]e£ied hy feveral courts^ hut adopted by Ifahella of Spain,

Difcovers Hijpaniola. Mexico conquered by Cortez. Brief
account of that great empire, Peru reduced under the domi-
nion of Spain. Extent and boundaries of America. Gemral
defcription thereof. Account of the antient Indians.

THIS vaft continent of America was entirely unknown to 1402.
the European, and all other nations in the world, till the ^.—v-^

year 1492, when it was difcovered by Christopher
Columbus, a native of Genoa. This man, having fome Colum-
how or other obtained a more juft notion of the figure of bus, a na-

the earth than mofl of his cotemporaries, proje6led a fch'eme ^'^^ ^^

of failing to the Eaft Indies by direding his courfe Weft- G^"oa>

ward. The reafon he had for fo ftrange a proje6i: was in- ^^'
,

deed the errors in the maps which were made of thofe T^P^^ c

Eaftern countries at that time ; for by them the Eaft Indies ^j^-J^^iT-^^

were placed fo very far to the Eaftward, that it appeared toj^jscour^
Columbus, the navigation muft go a great deal more than for the
half round the globe before they could come at any part ofEaft-In-
them. In confequence of this fuppofition, the thought wasdies,

very rational, that it would to be a much fhorter, and lefsdan-weft-

gerous voyage to fail Weftward, as they believed they would wardi/.

fall in with ihe Eaftern parts of Afia before they had fail'd round
half the circumference of the globe ; as no part of the

world can be diftant from another more than half this cir-

pumference, provided the ftiorteft way to it is taken. But
hov/ Columbus, at that time, when it was reckoned a mor-

b lal



lo] A G£neral History

tal herefy to fay that the earth was round, came to have

notions fo different from the common, and not only to ima-

j^-j gine that the earth was fpherical, but that its circumference

fcheme ^^^ "^^ extend to a certain fpace, we are not certainly in-

J5 reieft- formed. Be this, however, as it will, Columbus was wil-

ed at fe- ling that his own country fhould reap the benefits of his fu-

veral Eu- perior knowledge in this refpeft : and therefore he commu-
ropean nicated his new fcheme to the court of Genoa, who rejefled

courts, it as an abfurdity. He then applied fuccefTively to the courts

hut is ta- of France, Britain, and Portugal ; from all of which he
ken up met with a reception of the fame kind ; and had the morti-
hj Ifabel- g^,^|.JQ^ ,.Q find, that his own fuperiority of knowledge to

, . the reft of mankind only ferved to make him their laughing
Spam.

fl-ock. At laft he applied to Spain, where, after eight years

attendance, perhaps the curiofity natural to her fex, induced

Queen Ifabella to raife money on her jewels, in order to de-

fray the expenceof his expedition.

Sets fail, in 1492, then Columbus fet fail from Spain, with three

and finds (hips, in fearch of countries hitherto undifcovered, and

land 33 which almoft every one believed to exift only in imagination.

days af- His failors were with great difficulty kept in fobjedion ; but

ter his being kept in hopes of land, fcmetimes by great flights of
depar- birds, and at others, by obferving quantities of weeds float-

lure. jjig jn t^g f^a, they were kept from breaking out into open

mutiny, till the difcovery of land, after a voyage of 33
days, put an end to their fears. In this voyage the variation

of the compafs was firft difcovered, which occafioned fuch

an alarm among Columbus's failors, that they were with

difficulty prevented from throwing him overboard.

The ifl- Columbus firfl landed on one of the Bahama iflands j but

and of finding nothing there of confequence, he fleered South-

Hifpani- ward, where he difcovered the ifland of Hifpaniola, which
ola dif- promifing confiderable quantities of gold, he therefore pro-
covered, pofed to make the centre of his difcoveries ; and having left

fome of his companions, as the bafis of a new colony, he

returned to Spain.

Returns On his return, he found no difficulty in procuring necefla-

to Spain, ries for a fecond voyage. A fleet of i 7 fail was immediately

equip- a fitted out, and 1500 pcrfons, fome of them of high rank,

new fleet prepared to accompany Columbus, now when they hoped to

and (liare his good fortune. In this fecond voyage he difcovered

makes a j^^f^ ^^f tj^e Weft-India iflands ; and in a third, he difco-

2d ard veied the continent of South America, failing up the river
yJ voy- Oronoko. After having thus difcovered the continent, and
*•-• niade fetilements in the iflands of America, the malice of

his enemies prevailed fo far againft him, that he was fent to

Europe

v
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Europe in irons. His innocence, however, got the better of

their calumnies, and this great man died in peace at Vallado-

lid in I 5064

The fucceeding governors of Cuba and Hifpanioja ren^- ^he ef-

dered themfelves as infamous by their cruellies, as Cclurti- {q^s of
bus had been famous For his virtues. Thefe iflands contained avarice.

mines of gold ; the Indians only knew where they were plac'd,

and the extreme avarice of the Spaniards, hurried them tg

a6ls of the moft fhockmg violence and cruelty againft thof(?

Unhappy men, who, they believed, concealed from themi

part of their treafure. In a few days they depopulated Hif*

paniola, which contained three millions of inhabitants ; and

Cuba, that had about 600,000. Bartholomew de la Cafas,

a witnefs of thofe barbarous depopulations, fays, that the

Spaniards went out with their dogs to hunt after men. The
unhappy favages, almofl naked and unarmed, were purfued

like deer into the thickeft of the forefts, devoured by dogs^

killed with gun-(hot, or furprized and burnt in their habita-

tions.

The Spaniards had hitherto only vifited the continent : The em-
but conjeOiuring that this part of the new world would afford p:re of

a ftill more valuable conqueft, Fernando Cortez was dif- Mexico <

patched from Cuba with 600 men, 18 horfes, and a fmall f^bdued

number of field pieces. With this inconfiderable force, he ^^5
propofed and actually did fubdue the moft powerful ftate on ^P^^^^^ds

the continent of America : this was the empire of Mexico
;

rich, powerful, and inhabited by millions of Indians, paiTi-

onately fond of war, and then headed by Montezuma,
whofe fame in arms ftruck terror into the neighbouring na-

tions, and extended over one half the globe. This empire A-defcrip-

had fubfifted for ages ; its inhabitants were a polifhed and ^^^^ of

intelligent people. They knew, like the Egyptians of old, ^^^^®'^^"

whofe wifdom is ftill admired in this particular, that the year P^^^"

confiiled nearly ot 365 days. Their fuperiority in military

afiairs was the obje^ of admiration and terror over all the

continent; and their government, founded on the fure bafts of
laws combined with, religion, feemed to bid defiance to time

itfelf. Mexico, the capital of the empire, fttuated in the

middle of a fpacious lake, was the nobleft monument of

American induftry : it communicated with the continent by
immenfe caufeways, which were carried through the lak?.

The city was pdmired for its buildings, all of ftone, its

fquares and market-places, the fhops which glittered with

gold and ftlver, and the fumptuous palaces of Mjntczuma,
fome ere£ied on columns of jafper, and containing whatever

b 2 was



12] A General History
was mofl rare, curious, or ufeful. Cortez, in his mard|i

met with feeble oppofition from the nations along the c^m.

of Mexico, who were terrified at their firft appearance.

Wherever the Spaniards marched, they fpared no age or fex,

nothing facred or profane. At laft, the inhabitants of

Tlafca, and fome other ftates on the coaft, defpairing of

beinsc able to oppofe them, entered into their aUiance. Cor-

tez, thus rc-inforced, marched onward to Mexico : and in

his progrefs difcovered a volcano of fulphur and falt-petre,

whence he could fupply himfelf with powder. Montezuma
heard of his progrefs, without daring to oppofe it, though he

commanded 30 vaffals, of whom each could appear at the

head of 100,000 combatants, armed with bows and arrows.

By fending a rich prefent of gold which only whetted the

Spanifh avarice, Montezuma haftened the approach of the

enemy. No oppofition was made to their entry into his

' capital. Cortez had good reafon, however, to diftruft the

affe6led politenefsof this emperor, under which he fufpe^ed

fome plot for his deftru6tion to be concealed ; but he had no

pretence for violence ; Montezuma loaded him with kind-

nefs, and wiih gold in greater quantities than he demanded,

and his palace was furrounded with artillery, themoft fright-

ful of all engines to the Americans. At laft a circumflance

fell out which afforded Cortez a pretext for beginning hofti-

lities. In order to fecure a communication by fea to receive

theneceffary reinforcements, he had ere6ted a fort, and left

a fmail garrifon behind him at Vera Cruz, which has fince

become an emporium of commerce between Europe and

America. He under flood that the Americans in the neigh-

bourhood had attacked this garrifon in his abfence, and that

a Spaniard was killed in the aftion, that Montezuma him-

felf was privy to this violence, and had ilTued orders that the

head of the llain Spaniard fliould be carried through his pro-

vinces, to duftroy a belief, which then prevailed among them,

that the Europeans were immortal. Upon receiving this in-

telligence, Cortez went in perfon to the emperor, attended

by a few of his mod experienced officers. Montezuma
pleaded innocence, in which Cortez feemed extremely ready

to believe him, though at the fame time he alledged that the

Spaniards in general would never be perfuaded of it unlefs he

returned along with them to their refidence, which would

remove all jealoufy between the two nations. Thus Monte-

zuma, in the middle of his own palace, and furrounded by

his guards, gave himfelf up a prifoner, to be difpofed of ac-

cording to the inclination of his enemies. Cortez had now
got
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got into his hand an engine by which every thing might be

actfomplifhed. The Americans had the higheft refped^, or

-ither a fuperftitious veneration for their emperor. Cortez,

Uierefore, by keeping him in his power, allowing him to

enjoy every mark of royalty but his freedom, maintained an

eafy fovereignty over Mexico, by governing its prince. Divl

the Mexicans, grown familiar with the Spaniards, begin to

abate of their refpe^l? Montezuma was the fir ft to teach

them more politenefs. Was there a tumult, excited througli

the cruelty or avarice of the Spaniards ? Montezuma af-

cended the battlements of his prifon, and harangued the

Mexicans into order and fubmifllon. This farce continued a

long while ; but on one of thefe occafions, a ftone from an

unknown hand, ftruck the emperor on the temple, which in

a few days occafioned his death. The Mexicans, now elect-

ed a new prince, the famous Gatlmozln, who from the be-

ginning difcovered an implacable animofity againft the Spa-

nifh name. Under his condu6i the unhappy Mexicans rulh-

cd againft thofe very men, whom a little before they had of-

fered to worfhip. The Spaniards, however, by the dextrous

management of Cortez, were too firmly eftablifhed to be ex-

pelled from Mexico. The immenfe tribute which the gran-r

dees of this country had agreed to pay to the crown of Spain,

amounted to 600,000 marks of pure gold, befides an ama^
zing quantity of precious ftones, a fifth part of which was

diftributed among the foldiers, ftimuiated their avarice and

their courage, and made them willing to perilh rather than

part with fo precious a booty. The Mexicans, however,

made no fmall efforts for independence ; but all their valour,

and defpair itfelf, gave way before what they called the Spa-

nilli thunder. Gatimozin and the emprefs were taken prifon-

ers. This was the prince who, when he lay ftretched on
burning coals, by order of one of the receivers of the King
of Spain's exchequer, who infh<5led the torture to make him
difcoverinto what part of the lake he had thrown his riches,

faid to his high prieft, condemned to the fame punifhment,

and making hideous cries, ** Do you take me to lie on a bed

of rofes ?'* The high prieft remained filent, and died in an

2.6i of obedience to his fovereign. Cortez, by getting a fe-

cond emperor into his hands, made a complete conqueft of

Mexico ; with which the Caftille D'Or, Darien, and other

provinces, fell into the hands of the Spaniards.

While Cortez, and his foldiers, were employed in redu-

cing Mexico, they got intelligence of the empire of Peru,

which extended in length near 30 degrees, and was the only o-

b 3 ther
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The Pe- thev country in America, which deferved the name of a civili^

luvian zed kingdom. This extenfive country, more important than
Empire, Mexico itfelf, was reduced by the endeavours, and at the ex-
iubmits pence, of three private perfons. The names of thefe were^

\° -n Francis Pizarro, Ahuagro, and Lucques, a prieft, and a
bpaniin ^^^ ^£ confiderable fortune. The two former were natives
yo -e.

^^ Panama, men of low education. Pizarro, could neither

read nor write. They failed over into Spain, and without

difficulty, obtained a grant of what they Ihould conquer.

Pizarro then fet out for the conqueft of Peru, with 250 foot,

60 horfe, and 12 fmall pieces of cannon, drawn by (laves

from the conquered countries.

Some ac- Ivlango Capac, the founder of the Peruvian empire, hav-
count of ing obferved that the people of Peru were naturally fuperfti-

that tious, and had a particular veneration for the fun, pretended
country, (q \yQ defcended from that luminary, whofe worfliip lie was

fent to eflablifh, and whofe authority he was entitled to bear.

"By this ftory, he eaiTiy deceived a credulous people, and

brought a large extent of territory under his jurifdiclion. A
' larger fiill he fubdued by his arms ; but both the force, and

the deceit, he employed for the moft laudable purpofes, and

there was no part of America, where agriculture and the arts

were fo afhduoufly cultivated, and where the people were
of fo mild and ingenuous manners. A race of princes fuc-

deeded Mango, diftinguillied by the title of Yncas, and re-

vered by the people as defcendants of their great God the

Sun. The twelfth of thefe was now on the thfone, and

named Atabalipa. His father Guaiana Capac, had conquer-

ed the province of Quito, which now makes a part of Spa-

nifh Peru. To fecure himfelf in the poiTfirion, he had mar-
ried the daughter of the natural prince of that country, and
of this marriage was Tpiung Atabalipa. His elder brother,

named Huefcar, of a different mother, had claimed the fuc-

ccffion to the whole of his father's dominions, not excepting

Quito, which devolved on the younger by a double connefli-

cn. A civil war had been kindled on this account, which
ended in favour of Atabalipa, who detained Huefcar, as a

prifoner, in the tower of Cufco, the capital of the Peruvian

empire. Atabalipa, inflead of oppofing the Spaniards, fet

himfelf to procure their favour. Pizarro, however, whofe
temper partook of the meannefs of his education, had no
conception of dealing gently with thofe he called Barbarians.

While he was engaged in conference therefore with Ataba-
lipa, his men, as they had been previoufly inftruded, furi-

oully attacked the guards of that prince, and having but-

chered
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chered 5000 of them, as they were preiTing; forward, with-
out regard to their particular fafety to defend the facred per-

fon of their monarch, feized the emperor himfelf, whom
they carried off to the Spanifh quarters. Atabahpa was not

long in their hands before he began to treat of his rasfom.
On this occafion, the ancient ornaments, amaffed by a long
line of magnificent king?, the hallowed treafures of the moft
magnificent temples, were brought out to favehim, who was
the fupport of the kingdom, and of the religion. While
Pizarro was engaged in this negociation, by which he pro-

pofed, without releafing the emperor to get into his poffefH-

on an immenfe quantity of his beloved gold, the arrival of

Almagro caufed fome embarraffment in his affairs. The
friendfhip, or rather the external fliew of friend{hip be*"

tween thefe men, was folely founded on the principle of
avarice. When their interefts therefore happened to inter-

fere, it was not to be thought that any mcafures could be
kept between them. Pizarro expeded to enjoy the moft
confiderable fhare of the treafure arifing from the emperor's
taniom, becaufe he had the chi^f hand in acquiring it. AU
magroinfifted on being upon an equal footing ; and at length,

left the common caufe might fuffer by any rupture between
them, this difpofition was agreed to. The ranfom was paid in

without delay, a fum exceeding their conception, but not ca-

pable to gratify their avarice. It exceeded 1,500,000!.
rterling, and confidering the value of money at that time,

was prodigious : and the dividend, after deducting a fifth

for the king of Spain, and the (hares of the chief command-
ers and officers, to each private foldier was above 20C0I.
Englifti money.
The immenfe ranfom was only a farther reafon for detain*

ing Atabalipa in confinement, until they difcovered whether
he had another treafure to gratify their avarice. But whe*
ther they believed he had no more to give, and were unwil-

ling to employ their troops in guarding a prince, from whom
they expeOed no farther advantage, or that Pizarro had
conceived an averfion againft the Peruvian emperor, it is cer-

tain, that by his command Atabalipa was put to death.

Upon the death of the Ynca, the principal nobility fet up
the full brother of Huefcar ; Pizarro fet up a fon of Ataba-

lipa ; and two generals of the Peruvians endeavoured to

eftablifh themfelves by the affiftance of the army. Thefe
diftra6iions, which in another empire would have been ex-

tremely hurtful, and even here at another time, were at pre^

fent rather advantageous to the Peruvian affairs. The candi-

b 4 dates
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dates fought againft one another, their battles accuftomed

theharmlefs people to blood •, and fuch is the preference of a

fpirit of any kind raifed in a nation to total lethargy, that

in the courfe of thofe quarrels among themfelves, the inha-

bitants of Peru affumed fome courage againft the Spaniards,

whom they regarded as the ultimate caufe of all their cala-

mities. The loffes which the Spaniards met with in thefe

quarrels, though inconfiderable in themfelves, were rendered

dangerous, by lefTening the opinion of their invincibility,

which they were careful to preierve among the inhabitants of

the new world. This confideration engaged Pizarro to con-

clude a truce ; and this interval he employed in laying the

foundations of the famous city Lima, and in fettling the Spa-

niards in the country. But as foon as a favourable opportu-

nity offered, he renewed the war againft the Indians, and

after many difficulties, made himfelf mafter of Cufco, the

capital of the empire. While he was engaged in thefe ccn-

quefts, new grants and fupplies arrived from Spain. Pizarro

obtained 200 leagues along the fea-coaft, to the Southw ard of

what had been.before granted, and Almagro 200 leagues to

the Southward of Pizarro's government. This divifion occa-

fioned a warm difpute between them, each reckoning Cuf-

co within his own drftrifit. But the dexterity of Pizarro

brought about a reconciliation. He perfuaded his rival, that

the country which really belonged to him, lay to the South-

ward of Cufco, and that it was no way inferior. in riches,

find might be as eafily conquered as Peru. He offered him

his affiftance in the expedition, the fuccefs of which he did

not even call in queftion.

Almagro, that he. might have the honour of fubduing a

kingdom for himfelf, liftened to his advice ; and penetrated

with great danger and difficulty, into Chili ; lofing many of

his men as he paJTed over mountains of an immenfe height,

and always covered with fnow. He reduced, however, a

very confiderable part of this country. But the Peruvians

now made an effort for regaining their capital, in which,

Pizarro being indifpofed, and Almagro removed at a great

diftance, they were well nigh fuccefsful. Tiie latter, how-

ever, no fooner got notice of the fiege of Cufco, than, re-

linquifhirg all views of diftant conquefts, he returned, to

fecure the grand objefl; of their former labours. He raifed

the fiege with great flaughter of the affailants : but having

obtained pofleflion of the city, he was unwilling to give it

up to Pizarro, who now approached with an army, and knew
of no other enemy but the Peruvians. This difpute occafi-

oned a long and bloody ftruggle between them, io which the

turn^
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turns of fortune were various, and the refentment fierce on
both fides*, becaufe the fate of the vanquifhed was certain

death. This was the lot of Almagro, who, in an advanced

age, fell a vl6tim to the fecurity of a rival, in whofe dan-

gers and triumphs he had long fhared, and with whom, from
the beginning of the enterprize, he had been intimately con-

neQ:ed. During the courfe of this civil war, many Peruvi-

ans ferved in the Spanilh armies, and learned, from the

pra^Slice of Chriftians, to butcher one another. That blind-

ed nation, however, at length opened their eyes, and took a
very remarkable refolution. They faw the ferocity of the

Europeans, their unextinguifhable refentment and avarice,

and they conjeflured that thefe paflions would never permit
their contefts to fubfide. Let us retire, faid they, from
among them, let us fly to our mountains ; they will fpeedily

deftroy one another, and then we may return in peace to our
former habitations. This refolution was inftantly put in

practice ; the Peruvians difperfed, and left the Spaniards in

their capital. Had the force on each fide been exa6lly equal,

this fingular policy of the natives of Peru, might have been
attended with fuccefs. But the vi6tory of Pizarro put an
end to Almagro's life, and the hopes of the Peruvians, who
have never fince ventured to make head againft the Spaniards.

Pizarro, now fole mafter of the field, and of the richefl:

empire in the world, was fl;ill urged on by his ambition, to

undertake new enterprizes. The Southern countries of
America, into which he had fome time before difpatched

Almagro, offered the richefl conquefl. Towards this quar-

ter, the mountain of Potofi, compofed of entire filver, had
been difcovered, the fhell of which only remains at prefent.

He therefore followed the tra6l of Almagro into Chili, and
reduced another part of that country. Orellana, one of his

commanders, pafied the Andes, and failed down to the

mouth of the river of Amazons : an immenfe navigation,

which difcovered a rich and delightful country, but as it is

moflly flat, and therefore not abounding in minerals, the
Spaniards then, and ever fince, neglefted it.

The luccefs of Columbus foon infpired the other Euro- OtherEu-
pean nations with a defire of making new difcoveries. About ropean

the time of his third voyage, the Portugueze difcovered powers,

Brazil, Sebafl:ian- Cabot, a native of Briflol difcovered the ^reledtd

North-Eafl coafl:s, which now form the Britifh Empire in ^^^P^

America, and Americus Vefpufius, a merchant of Florence, F ,"^J
failed to the Southern continent, and being a man of addrefs, ^^ -^

had the honour of giving his name to this quarter of the globe.
^^'

This
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Extent This great Weftern continent, (now denominated the

and New World,) extends from the 80 degree North, to the

bound- 56 degrte South latitude; and where its breadth is known,
ries of from the 35 to the 136 degree of Weft longitude, from Lon-
A-tuenca. ^^j^^ ftretching between 8 and 9000 miles in length, and in

its greatert breadth 3690. It has two fummers and a double

winter, and enjoys all the variety of climates which the earth

affords. It is walhed by the two great oceans. To the eaft-

ward it has the Atlantic, which divides it from Europe and

Africa. To the weft it has the Pacific, or great South-fea,

by which it is feparated from Afia. By thefe feas it carries

on a dire6t commerce with the other three parts of the world.

It is compofed of two great continents, one on the North,

the other upon the South, which are joined by the kingdom

of Mexico, which forms a fort of ifthmus 1500 miles long,

and in one part at Darien, fo extremely narrow, as to make
the communication between the two oceans by no means dif-

ficult, being only 60 miles over. In the great gulph, which

is formed between the ifthmus, and the Northern and South-

ern continents, lye an infinite multitude of iflands, many of

them large, moft of them fertile, and denominated the Weft-

Indies, in contradiftindion to the countries and iftands of Afia,

beyond the cape of Good-Hope, which are called the Eaft-

Indies.

>

,

Though America in general be not a mountainous country^
V un-

it contains the greateft mountains in the world. In South

America the Andes, or Cordilleras, run from North to South

along the coaft of the Pacific ocean. They exceed in length

any chain of mountains in the other parts of the globe ; ex-

tending from the ifthmus of Darien, to the ftreights of Ma-
gellan, they divide the whole Southern parts of America, and

run a length of 4300 miles. Thejr height is as remarkable

as their length, for though in part within the ton id zone,

they are conftamly covered with fnow. In North America,

which is chiefly compofed of gentle afcents or level plains, we
know of no confiderable mountains, except thofe towards the

pole, and that long ridge which lies on the back of our fettle-^

ments, feparating our colonies from Canada and Louifiana,

which we call the ApaUchian, or Alegeney mountains ; if

that may be confidered as a mountain, which upon one fide

is extremely lofty, but upon the other is nearly on a level

with the reft of the country.
Rivers. America is, without queftion, that part of the globe which

is beft watered ; and that not only for the fupport of life, and

all the purpofes of fertility, but for the conveoience of trade,

^nd
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and the intercourfe of each part with the others. In North

America, thofe vad trads of country, fituated beyond the

Apalachian mountains, at an immenfe and unknown diftance

from the ocean, are watered by inland feas, called the Lakes

of Canada, which not only communicate with each other,

but give rife to feveral great rivers, particularly the Miirifip-

pi, running from North to Scuth till it falls into the gulphof

Mexico, utter a couri'e, including its turnings, of 4500 miles,

and receiving in its progrefs the vaft tribute of the Illinois,

the Mifaures, the Ohio, and other great rivers, fcarcely in-

ferior to the Rhine, or the Danube ; and on the North, the

river St Laurence, running a contrary courfe from the Mifli-

fjppi, till it empties itfelf into the ocean near Newfoundland,

all of them being almoft navigable to their heads, lay open

the mmofl: receffes of this great continent, and afford fuch an

inlet for cornmerce, as are capable of producing the greateft

advantages. The Eaftern fide of North America, which

makes a part of the Britifh empire, beildes the noble rivers

Hudfon, Delaware, Sufquehana and Potowmack, fuppUes

feveral others of great depth, length, and commodious navi-

gation.

South America fupplies much the two largeft rivers (excep-

ting the Miffifippi) in the world, the river of Amazones, and

the Rio de la Plata, or Plate River. The firft rifing in Peru,

not far from, the South-Sea, paffes from Weft to Eaft, and

falls into the ocean between Braxil and Guiana, after a

courfe of more than 3000 miles, in which it receives a pro-

digious number of great and navigable rivers. The Rio de

la Plata, rifes in the heart of the country, and having its

Arength gradually augmented, by an acceflion of many pow-
erful ftreams, difcharges itfelf with fuch vehemence into the

fea, as to make it tafte fre(h for many leagues from land. Be-

fides thefe there are other rivers in South America, of which

I he Oronoko is the moft confiderable.

This country produces mofl of the metals, minerals, plants. Produce,

drugs, fruits, trees, and wood, to be met with in the other

parts of the world, and many of them in greater quantities

and higher perfeQion. The gold and filver of America has

fupplted Europe with fuch immenfe quantities of thofe valua-

ble metals, that they are become vaftly more common ; and

the gold and filver of Europe now bears little proportion to

the high price fet upon them before the difcovery of Ame-
rica.

Diamonds, pearls, emeralds, amethyfts, and other valuable

Hones, are Ukewile produced here, which by being^ brought

into



2o] A. General History

into Europe, have contributed likewife to lower their value

;

and which, before the difcovery of America, we were forced

to buy at an extravagant rate from Afia and Africa, through

the hands of the Venetians and Genoefe, who then engrofled

the trade of the Eaftern world.

Before we enter upon the hiftory of the Britifh fettlements

in America, however, it will be proper to give fome account

of the original inhabitants of thofe provinces which are now
inhabited by our own countrymen ; as the cuftoms of thofe

Indians are fo very unhke thofe of any other nation, that an

account of them cannot fail to be entertaining.

Ancient The bodies of the Indians in general, where the rays of

Indians, the fun are not too violent, are uncommonly ftraight and well

their proportioned. Their muicles are firm and ftrong ; their bo-
drefs and jies and heads flatiifh, which is the effect of art ; their fea-
behavi- tures are regular, but their countenances fierce, their hair
^^^' long, black, lank, and as ftrongas that of a horfe. The co-

lour of their (kin is a reddifli brown, admired among them,

and heightened by the conftant ufe of bears fat and paint.

Their behaviour to thofe about them is regular, modeft, and

refpedful. Ignorant of the arts of amufement, of which that

of faying trifles agreeably is one of the moll: confiderable, they

never fpeak but when they have fomething important to ob-

ferve ; and all their a6lions, words, and even looks, are at-

tended with fome meaning. As they have no particular ob-

je6i: to attach them to one place rather than another, they fly

wherever they expefit to find the neceflfaries of life in greateft

abundance. Cities they have none. The dlfl^erent tribes or

nations are extremely fmall, when compared with civilized

focieties, in which indufl:ry, arts, agriculture, and conimerce,

have united a vaft number of individuals, whom a complicat-

ed luxury renders ufeful to one another. Thefe fmail tribes

live at an immenfe difl:ance ; they are feparated by a defert

frontier, and hid in the bofom of impenetiable and almofl

boundlefs forefl:s.

Their There is eftablifhed in each fociety a certain fpecies of go-

form Df vernment, which over the vvhole continent of America pre-

govem- vails with very little variation ; becaufe over the whole of this

Tntnt continent the manners and way of life are nearly fimilar and

uniform. In every fociety there is to be confidered the pow-

er of the chief and of the elders : and as the government in-

clines more to the one than to the other, it may be regarded

as monarchial, or as a fpecies of arifl:ocracy. Among thofe

tribes which are mofl engaged in war, the power of the chief

is
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is naturally predominant, becaufe the idea of having a military ,95-
leader, was the firft fource of his fuperiority, and the conti-

^

nual exigencies of the flate requiring fuch a leader, will con-
tinue to fupport and even to enhance it. His power, howe-
ver, is rather perfuafive than co-ercive ; he is reverenced as

a father, rather than feared as a monarch. He has no guards,

no prifons, no officers of juftice, and one a<5l of ill-judged vi-

olence would pull him from the throne. The elders, in the
other form of government, which may be confidered as an a-

riftocracy, have no more power. In fome tribes indeed there

are a kind of hereditary nobility, whofe influence being con-
ftantly augmented by time, is more confiderable. But this

fource of power, is too confined to be very common among
the natives of America. In mod countries therefore, age a-
lone is fufficient for acquiring refpefit, influence, and autho-
rity. Among thofe perfons bufinefs is condu8:ed with the
utmoft fimplicity. The heads of families meet together in

a houfe or cabin, appointed for the purpofe. Here the bufi-

nefs is difcufled, and here thofe of the nation, diftinguifhed

for their eloquence or wifdom, have an opportunity of difplay-

ing thofe talents. Their orators exprefs themfelves in a bold
figurative ftile, ftronger than refined, or rather foftened na-
tions, can well bear, and with gefl:ures equally violent, but
often extremely natural and expreflfive. When the bufinefs

is over, and they happen to be well provided in food, they
appoint a feaft upon the occafion, of which almoft the whole
nation partakes. The feaft is accompanied with a fong, in

which the real, or fabulous exploits of their forefathers are
celebrated. They have dances too, though chiefly of the
military kind, and their mufic and dancing accompanies every
feaft.

It often happens, that thofe different tribes or nations, fcat-

tered as they are at an immenfe diftance from one another,
meet in their excurfions after prey. If there fubfifts no ani-

mofity between them, which feldom is the cafe, they behave
in the moft friendly and courteous manner. But if they hap-
pen to be in a ftate of war, or if there has been no previous
intercourfe between them, all who are not friends, are deem-
ed ercmies, and fight with the moft favage fury.

War, if we except hunting, is the only employment of the ^, .

men ; as to every other concern, and even the little agriculture
^^^^

they enjoy, it is left to the women. Their moft common ^^^^"?^

motive for entering into war, when it does not arife from an [^

^

acc.dental rencounter, is either to revenge themfelves for the
'^•^^^^*

death ot fome loft friend, or to acquire prifoners, who may af-
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fift tliem in their hunting, and whom they adopt into their

fcciety. Thefe wars are either undertaken by fome private

adventurers, or at the inftance of the whole community. In

the latter cafe, all the young men, who are difpofed to go

out to battle, give a bit of wood to the chief, as a token of

their defign to accompany him. The chief, who is to con-

<}u6b them, fafts feveral days, during which he converfes

with no one, and is particularly careful to obferve his dreams,

which are generally as favoui*able as he could defire. A vari-

ety of other fuperftitions and ceremonies are obferved. One
ci the moft hideous is fetting the war-kettle on the fire, as

1 an emblem that they are going out to devour their enemies,

which amongft fome nations muft formerly have been the cafe,

fincc they flill continue to exprefs it in clear terms, and life

an emblem fignificant of the ancient ufage Then they dif-

patch a porcelain, or large (hell to their allies, inviting them

to come along, and drink the blood of their enemies.

Having finifhed all the ceremonies previous to the war,

they iflue forth with their faces blackened with charcoal, in-

termixed with ftreaks of vermilion, which give them a moft

horrid appearance. Then they exchange their cloaths with

their friends, and difpofe of all their finery to the women,

who accompany them to a confiderable diftance to receive

thofe laft tokens of friendfhip.

The great qualities in an Indian war are vigilance and at-

tention, to give and to avoid a furprize ; and indeed in thefe

they are fuperior to all nations in the world. Accuftomed to

continual wandering in the forefts, having their perceptions

fharpened by keen neceility, and living in every refpe6t ac-

cording to nature, their external fenCes have a degree of a-

cutenefs which at firft view appears incredible. They can

trace out their enemies, at an immenfe diftance, by the fmoke

of their fires, which they fmell, and by the tracks of their

feet on the ground, imperceptible to an European eye, but

which they can count and diftinguiOi with the utmoft facility.

They even diftinguifh the different nations with whom they

are acquainted, and can determine the precife time when

they pafTed, where an European could not diftinguifli foot-

fteps at all. Thefe circumftanccs, however, are of fmall

importance, becauie their enemies are no lefs acquainted with

them. When they get out, therefore, they take care to a-

void making ufe of any thing by which they might run tlic

danger of difcovery. They light no fire to warm tbemfel vcs,

or to prepare their viduals ; they lye clofc to the ground all

liay, and travel only in the night ; and inarching along in

files.
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files, he that clofes the rear, diligently covers with leaves

the tracks of his own feet, and alfo of theirs who preceded

him. When they halt to refrelh themfelves, fcouts are fent

to reconnoitre the country, and beat up every place where

they furpe6t an enemy may lye concealed. In this manner

they enter unawares the villages of their foes, and while the

flower of the nation are engaged in hunting, mafTacre all the

children, women, and helplefs old men, or make prifoners of

as many as they can manage, or have ftrength enough to be

ufeful to their nation. But when the enemy is apprized of

their defign, and coming on in arms againft ihem, they throw

themfelves flat on the ground among the withered herbs and

leaves, which their faces are painted to refemble. Then they

allow a part to pafs unmolefted, when all at once, with a tre-

mendous fliout, rifing up from their ambufh, they pour a

ftorm of mufquet-bullets on their foes. The party attacked

returns the fame cry. Every one flielters himfelf with a tree,

and returns the fire of the adverfe party, as fcon as they raife

themfelves from the ground to give a fecond fire. Thus does

the battle continue until one party is fo much weakened, as

to be incapable of further refiftance : But if the force on each

fide continues nearly equal, the fierce fpirits of the favages,

inflamed by the lofs of their friends, can no longer be re-

ftrained. They rufti upon one another with clubs and hatchets

in their hands, magnifying their own courage, and infulting

their enemies with the bittereft reproaches. They trample

and infult over the dead bodies, tearing the fcalp from the

head, wallowing in their blood like wild beafls, and fome-

times devouring their flefli. The flame rages on till it meets
with no refiftance, then the prifoners are fecured, thofe un-

happy men, whofe fate is a thoufand times more dreadful

than theirs who have died in the field. The conquerors fet

up a hideous howling to lament the friends they have loft.

They approach in a melancholy and fevere gloom to their

own village, a meflfenger is Tent to announce their arrival,

and the women with frightful ftirieks come out to mourn
their dead brothers, or their hufbands. When they are ar-

rived, the chief relates in a low voice to the elders a clrcum-

ftantial account of every particular of the expedition. The.
orator proclaims aloud this account to the people, and as he
mentions the names of thofe who have fallen, the fhrieks of

the women are redoubled. The men too join in thcfe cries,

according as each is moft coTjne6ted with the deceafed, by
blood or friendftiip. The laft ceremony is the proclamation

of vidory ^ each individual then forgets his private misfor-

tunes.
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tunes, and joins in the triumph of his nation ; all tears are

wiped from their eyes, and by an unaccountable tranfition,

they pafs in a moment from the bitternefs of forro w, to an ex-

travagance of joy. But the treatment of the prifoners, whofc

fate all this time remains undecided, is what chiefly charac-

terifes the favages.

The perfon who has taken the captive, attends him to the

cottage, where according to the diftribution made by the

elders, he is delivered to fupply the lofs of a citizen. If

thofe who receive him have their family weakened by war
or other accidents, they adopt the captive into the family, of

which he becomes a member. But if they have no occafion

for him, or the refentment for the lofs of their friends be too

high to endure the fight of any connected with thofe who
were concerned in it, they fentence him to death. All thofe

who have met with the fame fevere fentence being colle6ted,

the whole nation is affembled at the execution, as for fome
great folemnity. A fcaflFold is erected, and the prifoners are

tied to the ftake, where they commence their death fong,

and prepare for the enfuing fcene of cruelty with the moft
undaunted courage. Their enemies, on the other fide, are

determined to put it to the proof, by the moft refined and
cxquifite tortures. They begin at the extremity of his bo-

dy, and gradually approach the more vital parts. One plucks

out his nails by the roots, one by one ; another takes a finger

into his mouth, and tears off the flefh with his teeth ; a third

thrufts the finger, mangled as it is, into the bowl of a pipe

made red hot, which he fmokes like tobacco; then they

pound his fingers and toes to pieces between two ftones

;

they pull off the flefh from the teeth, and cut circles about

his joints, and gafhes in the flefliy parts of his limbs, which

they fear immediately with red hot irons, cutting, burning,

and pinching them alternately ; they pull oflF his flefh mang-
led and roafled, bit by bit, devouring it with greedinefs, and

fmearing their faces with the blood in an enthufiafm of hor-

ror and fury. When they have thus torn off the flefli, they

twift the bare nerves and tendons aboat an iron, tearing and

fnapping them, whilft others are employed in pulling and ex-

tending the limbs in every way that can increafe the torment.

This continues often five or fix hours, and fometimes fuch is

the ftrength of the favages, days together. Then they fre-

quently unbind him, to give a breathing to their fury, to

think what new torments they fhall inflid, and to refrefh the

ftrength of the fufferer, who, wearied out with fuch a vari-

ety of unheard-of torments, often falls into fo profound a

fleep.
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fleep, that they are obliged to apply the fire to awake him

and renew his fufferings. He is again faftened to the ftake,

and again they renew their cruelty ; they flick him all over

with fmall matches of wood, that eafily take fire, but burn

flowly ; they continually run fharp reeds into every part oF

liis body ; they drag out his teeth with pincers, and thrud

cut his eyes ; and laftly, after having burned his fleih from

the bones with flow fires ; after having fo mangled the body

that it is all but one wound; after having mutilated his face

in fuch a manner as to carry nothing human in it ; after hav-

ing peeled the fkin from his head, and poured a heap of red

hot coals, or boiling water, on the naked (kull, they once

more unbind the wretch, who, blind, and ftaggering with

pain and weaknefs, affaulted and pelted on every fide with

clubs and ftones, now up, now down, falling into their fires

at every ftep, runs hither and thither, until one of the chiefs,

whether out of compaffion or weary of cruelty, puts an end to

his life with a club or a dagger. The body is then put into

a kettle, and this barbarous employment is fucceeded by a

feafl as barbarous.

The women, forgetting the human as well as the female

nature, and transformed into fomething worfe than furies,

aQ: their parts, and even outdo the men in this fcene of hor-

ror, while the principal perfons of the country fit round the

flake fmoaking and looking on without the leafl: emotion.

What is mod extraordinary, the fufferer, himfelf, in the

little intervals of his torments, fmokes too, appears uncon-

cerned, and converfes with his torturers about indifferent

matters. Indeed during the whole time of his execution,

there feems a contefl between him and them which (hall ex-

ceed, they in infliding the mod horrid pains, or he in endur-

ing them, with a firmnefs and conflancy almofl above hu-

man : not a groan, not a figh, not a diilortion of counte-

nance efcapes him ; he pofTefTes his mind entirely in the

midflof his torments; he recounts his own exploits ; he in-

forms them what cruelties he has inflicted upon their coun-

trymen, and threatens them with the revenge that will at-

tend his death ; and though his reproaches cxafperate them
to a perfe61: madnefs and fury, he continues his infults even

of their ignorance of the art of tormenting, pointing out

himfelf more exquifite methods, and more fenfible parts of

the body to be afllided. The women have this part of cou-

rage as well as the men ; and it is as rare for an Indian to

behave otherwife, as it would be for any European to fuffer

as an Indian.

c When
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When any one of the fociety dies, he is lamented by the

whole ; and on this occafion a thoufand ceremonies are prac-

tifed, denoting the moft lively forrow. Of thefe, the moft

remarkable, as it difcovers both the height and continuance

of their grief, is what they call the feaft of the dead, or

the feaft of fouls. The day of this ceremony is appointed

by public order, and nothing is omitted that it may be cele-

brated with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. The neigh-

bouring tribes are invited to be prefent, and to join in the

folemnity. At this time all thofe who have died fince the

iaft folemn occafion, (which is renewed every ten years a-

mong fome tribes, and every eight among others) are taken

out of their graves ; thole who have been interred at the

greateft dsftance from the villages are diligently fought for

and brought to this great rendezvous of carcafles.

They bring the bodies into their cottages, where they

prepare a feaft in honour of the dead, during which their

great actions are celebrated, and all the tender intercourfes

which took place between them and their friends are pioufly

called to mind. The ftrangers, who have come fometimes

many hundred miles to be prefent on the occafion, join in

the tender condolance ; and the women, by frightful fhrieks,

demonftrate that they are pierced with the fliarpeft forrow.

Then they are carried from the cabbins for the general re-

interment. A great pit is dug in the ground, and thither,

at a certain time, each perfon attended by his fafnily and

friends, marches in folemn filence, bearing the dead body of
' A fon, a father, or a brother. When they are all convened,

the dead bodies, or the duft of thofe which were quite cor-

rupted, are depofited in the pit : then their grief breaks out

anew. Whatever they poflels moft valuable is interred with

the dead. The ftrangers are not wanting in their generofity,

and confer thofe prefents which they have brought along with

them for the purpofe. Then all prefent go down into the

pit, and every one takes a little of the earth, which they af-

terwards preferve with the moft religious care. The bodies,

ranged in order, are covered with new furze, and over thefe

with bark, on which they throw ftones, wood, and earth.

Then taking their Iaft farewell, they return each to his own
cabbin.

Arelkov.i, or the god of battle is revered as the great god

of the Indians. Him they invoke before they go into the

field, and according as his difpofition is more or lefs favour-

able to them, ihey conclude they will be more or lefs fuc-

cefsful. Some nations worfhip the fun and moon i among
others
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others there are a number of traditions, relative to the crea-

tion of the world, and the hiftory of the gods : traditions

which refemble the Grecian fables, but which are flill more
abfurd and inconfiflent. But except when they have fome
immediate occafion for the afliftance of their gods, they

pay thern no fort of worfhip. Like all rude nations, how-
ever, they are flrongly addi6ted to fuperftition. They believe

in the exiftence of a number of good and bad genii or fpi-

rits, who interfere in the affairs of mortals, and produce

all our happinefs or mifery. It is from the evil genii in par-

ticular, that our difeafes proceed ; and it is to the good ge-

nii we are indebted for a cure. The minifters of the genii

are the juglers, who are alfo the only phyficians among the

favages. Thefe jugglers are fiippofed to be infpired by the

good genii, moft commonly in their dreams, with the know-
ledge of future events ; they are called into theafliftance of

the fick, and are fuppofed to be informed by the genii whe-
ther they will get over the difeafe, and in what way they

muft be treated. But thefe fpiiits are extremely fimple in

their fyftem of phyfic, and, in almoft every difeafe, dire6t

the juggler to the fame remedy. The patient is enclofed in

a narrow cabbin, in the midft of which is a ftone red hot

;

on this they throw water, until he is well foaked with the

warm vapour and his own fweat. Then they hurry him
from the bagnio, and plunge him fuddenly into the next ri-

ver. This coarfe method, which cofts many their lives,

often performs very extraordinary cures. The jugglers have
likewife the ufe of fome fpecifics of wonderful efficacy ; and
all the favages are dextrous in curing wounds by the applica-

tion of herbs. But the power of thefe remedies is always
attributed to the magical ceremonies with which they sire

adminiflered.

c i HISTORY
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C H A p. II.

A concife view of North America and the JVeJi-India IJJands,

from their firJl difcovery, ^till the feeds of the prefent con~

teft zvere Joivn, notifying the commercial firength and fiyip-

ping of each of the colonies^ as theyfiood in the year 1 763.

TH E firft difcovery made by any of our countrymen,

was that already mentioned, by Sebaftian Cabot, a na-

tive of Briftol ; who in 1498 difcovered that part of North

America now known by the name of Hudfon's Bay, and the

itraits of Davis, from Capt. Hudfon and Davis, who failed

afterwards to thefe places. • /

Between the years 1607 and 1611, Mr. Hudfon made four

voyages to this part of the world ; in the laft of which, his

men forced hirn and eight more of their officers into a boat,

and left them to flarve in the bottom of the bay.

Sir Thomas Button purfued the difcovery in 161 2, and

capt. James, in 1631, in hopes of finding a North-Wed paiT-

age to China. Capt. Gilham failed to the bottom of the bay

in 1667, and, at his return, his owners procured a patent for

planting this country, anno 1670. The Englifh Governor

that went thither was Charles Batley, Efq; vvho built a fojt

on Rupert river, calling it Charles-Fort, and foon after fet-

tled another fadory at Nelfon. In the year 1684, the chief

Englifh fadory was at Albany, and a fort ereded for its de-

fence.
• The French invaded our fettlements, and took Fort Ru-

pert and Albany in July 1686, though we were then at peace

with France. In King William's war, anno 1693, the Eng-

lifh recovered their fettlements again.

During
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During the war in Queen Anne's reign, the French redu-
ced all our fettlements except Albany, but were oblicred to re-

ftore them at the peace of Utrecht, anno 1713 ; and the
company have remained in poflelTion of them ever fince ; and
by the treaty they were to reftore to Great Britain, the Bay
and Streights of Hudfon, with all the lands, feas, fea-coads,
rivers, and places, fituated on the fame bay and flreicrhts,

(which comprehend all New Britain and Britilh Canada) and
it was agreed, thatcommiflioners, on the part of Great Bri-
tain and France, fhould terminate, within the fpace of a year,
the limits between the dominions of Great Britain and Fiance
on that fide ; which limits the fubjeOis of Great Britain and
France were not to pafs over to each other by fea or land.

It is not with certainty known what Europeans firfl vifited

the country of Canada, the difcovery being claimed by both
Spaniards and French. However, no permanent fettlement
was made here till about the beginning of the 17th century

;

when the French having built fome forts, and being frequent-

ly fupplied with emigrants, they became able to fupport
themfelves and extend their views. As their fettlements were
the firfl: to the Northward of what was then called New
England, they gradually fpread themfelves round the bay of
St Lawrence, and along both fides of the river, ufurped the

country called Nova Scotia, built a town, called Port Royal,
in the bay of Fundy, and from thence, about the year 1680,
fupported the Indians of New England, in their wars with the
Ens^lifh ; for which they were, in 1690, ftripped of their

poffeiTions in the bay of Fundy by the people of New England,
under the command of Sir William Phipps, their governor ;

who alfo twice attempted the redadion of Quebec> but fail-

ed by beingj too late in the feafon. However, during the wars
of King William, the French and Indians gained many ad-
vantages over the Englifh, having recovered Port Royal and
the other countries they had formerly ufurped. In the wars
of Queen Anne, Port Royal was again retaken, and called

Annapolis ; and an expedition was fet on foot againfl Quebec.
The fleet from Old England was under admiral Walker, with
a body of troops under general Hill, who were to approach
the place by the river of Si: Lawrence, while general Nichol-
fon, with the New England forces, were to attack Montreal,
and fo divide the French force. This expedition alfo failed;

and the peace of Utrecht following foon after, the French
relinquiflied Nova Scotia, the bay of Fundy, and other

places.

Then
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Then they applied themfelves to extend their fettlements

^boutthe lakes, and meet thofe making about the Miflifippi

;

and alfo built and fortified the town of Louiiburg on theifland

of Cape Breton, which gave them the command of the gulph

of St Lawrence, and greatly difturbed the New England trade.

This town was taken, in 1745, by the New England men,

and reftored to the French in i 748. It was finally taken in

1758 ; and, in the following year, the Englifh army, under

general Wolfe, having beat the French under Montcalm, in

the neighbourhood of Quebec, where both generals fell, that

town, and all its dependencies, fell to the Englifli ; and, by

the treaty of 1763, was confirmed to them, and the French

government thereby annihilated in North America.

Since the above period, we may rank the Englifh poffefTi-

ons in North America, under the heads of the following colo-

nies, viz. Hudfon's Bay, Labrador, Newfoundland, Cana-

da, Nova-Scotia, New-England, (including MafTachuffets

Bay, Rhode-ifland, Connedicut, and Ncw-Hamp{hire, ori-

ginally one colony, and though now under feparate jurifdidi-

ons, are ftill confidered as fuch ;) New-York, New-Jerfey,

Penfylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, North-Carolina, South-

Carolina, Georgia, Eaft and Weft Florida : To thefe colo-

nies may be added all thofe iflands, which goes under the ge-

neral name of the Weft-Indies, viz. Jamaica, Anguilla, Ber-

buda, St Chriftopher's, Nevis, Antigua, Montferrat, Domi-
nica, St Vincent, Barbadoes, Tobago, and Granada, and the

Grenadines, or Grenadillcs ; alfo the Bermudas, or Summer
iflands ; the Bahama, or Lucayan iflands, in the Atlantic o-

cean. Of thefe, Dominica, St Vincent, Tobago, and Gra-

nada, were ceded by France to Great-Britain, by the defini-

tive treaty of 1763.

The chief commodities exported from G. B. to thofe colo-

nies and Weft-Indian iflands, are wrought iron, fteelj copper,

pewter, lead;, and brafs, cordage, hemp, fail-cloth, fhip-

chandlery, painters colours, millinery, hoi'iery, haberdafliery,

gloves, hafs, broad-cloths, fluffs, flannels, Coclhefter bays,

long ell fllks, gold and filver lace, Manchefter goods, Bri-

tifti, foreign, and Irifh Jinens, earthen-wares, grind-ftones,

- Eirm.ingham and Sheffield wares, toys, fadlery, cabinet wares,

feeds, cheefe, ftrong beer, fmoaking pipes, fnufFs, wines,

fpirits, and drugs, Eaft-India goods, books, paper, leather,

befld^s many other articles, according to the different wants

and exigencies of the different colonies, impofllbleto be enu-

merated here. In return we receive tobacco, rice, flour,

bifcuit, wheat, beans, peas, oats, Indian-corn, and other

grain
;
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grain ; honey, apples, cyder, and onions ; falt-beef, pork,
hams, bacon, venifon, tongues, figs and raifms, prodigi-

ous quantities of cod, mackarel, and other fifh, and fifli-oil ;

furs and (kins of wild beads, fuch as bear, beaver, otter, furr,

deer, and racoon, horfes, and live flock ; timber planks,

mafts, boards, ftaves, fhingles, pitch, tar, and turpentine
;

fhips built for fale ; flax, flax-feed, and cotton ; indigo, pot-

afli, bees-wax, tallow, copper-ore, and iron in bars and in

pigs ; befides many other commodities peculiar to the climes

and foil of the different provinces and ifles. As to thofe, which
have been acquired by the laft general peace, they are cer-

tainly very improveable, nor can we form any judgment of

them, in their prefent infantine unfettled flate. As we pro-
pofe making the war now fubfifting between the colonies and
us, the fubjeQ: of the fecond part of this work, it is confidered

at prefent fufficient to exhibite a ftate of the trade of Ameri-
ca, as it exifted when the differences firfl: took place, marking
at the fame time the commercial ftrength and fhipping of the

colonies.

l3»

Colonies.



REVOLUTIONS
AND

MEMORABLE EVENTS.

CHAP. III.

A poort narative of the memorable events and revolutions of the

Britip:) colonies in North America, from the days of^een
Elizabeth to the prejent time, enumerating their different

charters and grants, andJhewing when executed, to whom,
and for what purpofe.

'HEN the Europeans firfl vifited New-England, they

found it inhabited by twenty different nations or

tribes independent of each other, and commanded by their

refpe6live chiefs. Of thefe nations, the mofi: powerful was

the Mafiachufets, fituated on or near Bofton harbour.

The. North-Eaft part of the continent of America was
firfl difcovered by Sebaflian Cabot, a native of Briftol. In

the year 1497, he difcovered all the coall:, from Cape Flo-

rida, in 25 degrees of North latitude, to 67 and an half;

from whence England claimed a right to Virginia, prior to

the Spaniard,, or any other European power.

Queen Elizabeth having equipped feveral fquadrons, under

s'^wV- the command of thofe celebrated commanders Drake, Haw-

ter Ra-
' ^'"^^ ^^^ Raleigh, to

.
cruize upon the Spanifli coafls and

Jeighand i^^^ds in America, they brought home fuch favourable ac-

others. counts of the riches and fertility of Florida, that a great

many enterprising gentlemen appeared very zealous of

making fettlements in that part of the world, and chofe Mr.
Raleigh, afterwards Sir Walter, to condu6t the enterprife,

who obtained a patent or grant from Queen Elizabeth, in

the year 1584, of ail fuch lands as he fhould difcover in

North-America, between 33 and 40 degrees of North lati-

tude
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tude, and to difpofe of them in fee-fimple, or otherwife, to

any of the fubje6ls of England, referving to the crown a

fifth part of all the gold and filver ore that fhould be ac-,

quired in fuch countries, paying the faid fifth part to the

crown in lieu of all fervices.

Whereupon Mr. Raleigh formed a fociety among his

friends, who contributed large Pjjns, and provided two fhips

to go Upon the difcovery, the command having been given to

capt. Philip Amidas and capt. Arthur Barlow, who fet fail

from England on the 2oth of April 1584, and arrived at the

ifland of Wokoken, on the coaft of Carolina, in 34 degrees

odd minutes. North latitude. They vifited another ifland a

little to the Northward, called Roanoak ; and feme of the

officers went over to the neighbouring continent, where they

were hofpitably entertained by Wingina, the king of that

part of the country ; however, they returned to the ifland of

Wokoken before night, where they bartered fome utenfils of

brafs and pewter, axes, hatchets, and knives, with the na-
tives, for fkins and furrs ; and, having difpofed of all their

goods, and loaded their fliips with fkins, faftafras, and cedar,

and procured fome pearls and tobacco, they parted with the

natives in a very friendly manner, returning to England with
two Indians, who defired to come along with them. The
tobacco brought home by thefe adventurers, being the firfl:

that was ever feen in England, was then extolled as a moft
valuable plant, and a remedy for almcfl: every difeafe.

Thefe 2 fhips having made a profitable voyage, and it be-

ing reported that the country was immenfely rich, Mr. Raleigh

and his friends fitted out a fleet of feven fliips more, giving

the command of it to Sir Rich. Grenville, who fet fail from
Plymouth the 9th of April 1585', and arrived at the ifland

of Wokoken the 26th of June following, where the admi-
ral's fliip was cafl: away going into the harbour ; but he and
all the crew were faved. The Admiral afterv/ards conducted
the adventurers to the ifland of Roanoak, from whence he
went over to the continent, and took a view of the country :

but one of the natives flealing a filver cup, he took a fevere

revenge, burnt and plundered an Indian town, with all the

corn growing in the fields, and leaving loS men on the

ifland of Roanoak, under the com.mand of Mr. Ralph Lane,
direfled him to make further difcoveries, and then fet fail

for England, promifing to return with fuch reinforcements

as fhould enable him to fubdue the neighbouring continent :

but Mr. Lane marching to the Weft, found the country de-

fl:royed
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flroyed before him as he advanced ; and it was with great

difficulty that he made his retreat to Roanoak again. And
here the colony was in great danger of ftarving, if Admiral

Drake had noi taken them up as he was reiurning from a

cruize, and brought them to England.

Sir Walter fent over feveral other little embarkations ;

but, negie6tingto fupport them, all of them periflied.

No farther attempts were made to fix the colonies either

fi 6
' '*'^ Carolina or Virginia, until the beginning of the reign of

James I. who, by his letters patent, dated the loth of April

1606, authorized Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Summers,
Richard Hackluit, Clerk, Prebendary of Weftminfter, and
and other adventurers, to plant the coaft of Virginia, be-

tween 34. and 45 degrees of North latitude ; who thereupon ^

fitted out three fmall fhips, giving the command of them to

captain Chriftopher Newport, who fet fell from the Downs
on the 5th of January, 1606-7, and, on the 26th of April,

1607, arrived in the bay of Chefepeak ; and failing up the

river Powhaten, now James river, they landed on a penin-

fula about fifty miles up the river, where they built a fort,

and afterwards a town, which they called James-town, in

honour of King James I. from whom they received their pa-

tent. This was the firft town built by the Englilh on the

continent of America.

I'here happened fome (kirmifhes between the Englifh and

the natives at their landing ; but the Indians, apprehending

they fliould not be able to maintain their ground againft a

people furniflied with fire-arms, pretended to be reconciled,

waiting however for an opportunity of failing upon thefe

flrangers, when they (liould meet within advantage. The
fort being finillied, Capt. Newport,, on the 22d of June,

1607, returned to England, leaving 104 men in the new
fettlement.

The garrifon, foon finding themfelves in want of provifi-

ons, and the natives refufing to furniih them with any,

though they offered to give the full value for them, the Eng-
lifh found themfelves under a neccfiity of plundering the

country ; upon which an open war commenced between them
and the natives; however, frefh fupplies and reinforce-

ments coming over, commanded by Lord Delawar, the

Indians were glad to enter into a treaty of peace, during

which ihc Englifh, finding a great demand for tobacco in

Europe, began to encourage the planting of it, in which
they fucceeded beyond their expectations ; and at the fame

time Sir G. Yardley, the governor, eftablifhed a government

rffembling
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refembling that of England, and the firft general aflfembly

or parliament met at James-town, in May, 1620; and ne-

groes were firfl imported into Virginia the lame year.

About the year 1619, fome dilfenters of the independent The Ply-
perfuafion, who were uneafy at their being required to con- mouth
form to the church of England, having purchafed the Ply- patent

mouth patent, and obtained another from King James to purcha-

fend colonies to North Virginia, now New-England, em- f'^d by

barked 150 men on board afhip, which failed frorn Plymouth Dilfent-

the 6th of September 1620, and arrived at Cape-Cod in
^^^

»
^<^^'

New-England on the 9th of November following^ where '^"ysrec-

they built a town, and called it by the name of New Ply-
^^d.ibzi.

mouth ;< and Mr. John Carver was elected their governor.
The Indians were, at this time, too much engaged in wars This

among themfelves, to give thefe flrangers any diflurbance ; company
and Maflaflbit, prince of the MafTachufet nation, learning enters in-

from one Quanto, an Indian who had been carried to Eng- ^^ ^" ^^'

land, what a powerful people the EnglilTi were, made go- hance_

vernor Carver a vifjt the following fpring, and entered into
^'^h ^"*

an alliance, offenfive and defenfive, with the Englifh, by
"^^^ ^^^

dianwhofe affiftance he hoped to make a conqueft of the Narra-
ganlet ralion, with which he was then at war. This pnnce
alfo confented to acknowledge the king of England his fove-
reign, and made a ceifion of part of his country to the new
planters. Several other Sachems, or Princes, alfo followed
the example of Maffaflbit, and defired the protection of the
Englifli againft their enemies, profeiTing themfelves fubje<Ss

of king James.
Ships arriving every day almofl with planters and provifi- Differ-

ons, the colony foon became well eftablifhed ; when diffe- ence on
fences arofe among the planters, upon account of religion, religion.

The independents, who were the mofl numerous, not allow- weakens
ing a toleration to any other fe6t or perfuafion, feveral of the ^pd di-

adventurers removed to other parts of the country, and others ^^^^^

returned home, whereby the colony was fo weakened, that,
^^^^ ^^^°^

if the Indians had not been engaged in a civil war, the Eng- "^*

lifh would infallibly have been driven out of the country.
In the mean time, another fet of adventurers, anno 1627,

purchafed a grant of the Plymouth company, of all that

part of New England, which lies between the river Meri-
mac and Charles river ; and to ftrengthen their title to this

country, procured a grant of it from King Charles, anno
'^^^

1628, and nominated Mr. Craddock their firft governor. Q^iakers

Another fet of adventurers planted New Hampfhire, and P^^"^

Others Providence and Rhode-Ifland, the lafl: being chiefly
p\^''^^<^-

quakers, driven out of Maffachuffet colo;iy by the indepen-
°"^^^*

dents.
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dents, who had long perfecuted them, and a6lually hanged

lome of the quakers for not conforming to their fefit.

Thus all the Nev England provinces were planted and

well-peopled wiithin the jpace of twenty years, reckoning

from the arrival of the firft colony at New Plymouth, dur-

ing which time they uere very little interrupted by the In-

dians ; but the Englifh colony of Conne61:icut beginning to

ere£l fortreffes, and extend their fettlements to the Weft-
ward, without thft leave of the natives? the Indians were
alarmed, apprehending they fliould in time be difpofFeffed

of their country, and be enflaved by thefe foreigners.

The In-
'^^^ Sachem Metacoment therefore (to vdiom the Englifh

dians are §^^'^ ^^^ name of Philip) the fon of Maffaflbit, who firft en-

aJarmed tered into an alliance with the Englifh, obferving the danger

2t the his country was in, and that the Engiiih now no longer acted

encroach as allies, but tyrannized over his people, and had in a man-
ments of ner deprived him of his authority, difpatched meffengers
sbeir privately through all the tribes of the Indians, inviting them
Bew al- to take up arms in defence of their country, which they did,
^^^^* and fucceeded in fcveral engagements at firft, but their prince

Philip being killed by a mulket-fliot, the Englifh at length

prevailed. Great numbers of the Indians were maffacred,

and others were driven out of their country, and joined the

French in Canada, who promifed them aid and proteflion.

Force now proving ineffetlual, and looking upon them-

felves as a conquered people, the Indians entered into a con-

f^iracy to maffacre all the Englilhi, on the 22d of March,

1622, about noon, when the Englifti were abroad at work
on their plantations, without arms ; and they aStually mur-

dered 347 of the Englifli, moft of them being killed by

their own working- tools : but an Indian, who had been well

ufed by his mafter, difclofing the defign to him a little before

this execution, he gave notice to the reft of the planters,

who ftood upon their defence, and not only faved their own
lives, but cut off great numbers of the Indians.

The planters, not long after, falling out among themfelves,

the Indians took an advantage of their divifions, and made

another attempt to recover their country, killing great num-

bers of the Englifli by furprife.

The Thefe misfortunes being afcribed to the mal-adminiftra-

company tion of the company. King Charles I. diflblved them in the

afVirgi-year 1626, and reduced the government of Virginia under
aiadif-

j^^g ^^n immediate dire6l;ion, appointing the government and
lowed, council himfelf, ordering all patents and procefles to iflue in

the king's name, referving a quit-rent of two fiiillings for

everv

J
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every hundred acres cf land. The planters, however, falling

into factions and parties again, the Indians made a third ef-

fort to recover their loft liberties, and cut off near 500 more

of the Englifh ; but they were at length repullcd, and their

king Oppaconcanough taken priioner, i>-^d killed by a private

foldier, very much agalnft the will of Sir William Berkley,

the then governor, who deligned to have brought him over

into England, being a man of extraordinary ftature, and un-

common parts.

Sir William afterwards made peace with the Indians,

which continued a confiderable time ; but, the civil war fhc aft
commencing in England, he was removed from his govern- Qf navi-
ment during the ufurpation, when an ordinance of parlia- gatioa.

ment was made, prohibiting the plantations to receive or ex-

port any goods but in Englifli fliips ; which gave birth to the

a<£l: of navigation in the reign of King Charles II, who re-

inftated Sir William Berkley in his government at the redo-

ration.

Sir William promoted the manufactures of filk and linen

in this plantation, and was efteemed an excellent governor ;

but the aft of navigation reftraining the planters from fend-

ing their merchandize to foreign countries, and from re-

ceiving cloathing, furniture, or fupplies from any nation but

England, creating a deal of difcontent, Mr. Bacon, a po-

pular factious gentleman, took the advantage of their difaf-

fedion, and, fetting up for himfelf, drew the people into

rebellion, depofcd the governor, and compelled him to fly

to the Eaftern fhore of the bay of Chefepeak ; and, had not

Bacon died in good time, he had probably made himfelf So-

vereign of Virginia ; but, upon his death. Sir William re-

turned to his government, and the people to their duty.

The province of New-York, which was fold to the Dutch, New-
about the year 1608, by a private contraft with captain York b?-

Hudfon, its difcoverer, was by the Dutch, called Nova Bd- comes a

gia. They cleared fome parts, built fome towns about the royal go-

mouths of the rivers, and formed fome fettlements within vernmeut

land; and, about the year 1637, had fpread themfelves to

the Northward of what is now called Jerfey, and encroach-

ed on the lands which had been fettled for fome years by a

colony of Swedes, who had built the towns of Chiifliana,

Elfingburg, and Gotter.burg. But as this coafl had been
been firft difcovered by Cabot, for king Henry VII. it was
reclaimed by king Charles 11 ; who in the year 1664, fent

a force which took pcUeflion of it for the duke of York, to

whom it had been granted by the king, his brother ; and

therefore
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therefore the country was called New York. The part jJof*

fefied by the Swedes was granted by the duke of York to

Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret> whofe families being

cf the ifle of Jerfey, they called it New Jerfey ; one having

the Eaft part, and the other the Weft part. Such of the

Swedes and Dutch as chofe to ftay, and become fubje6ts to

.
England, and tenants to the proprietors, were permitted to

tnjoy the fruits of their labour; and the Dutch who depart-

ed had the liberty of retiring to Surinam, which country the

Engliih had ceded to the Dutch by way of exchange. On
the duke of York's acceftlon to the throne. New York fell

to the crown, and became a royal government. And in

1702 the proprietors of the Jerfeys furrendering the country

to the queen, it became alfo a royal government.

The duke of York afterwards parcelled out thefe countries

to under-proprietors, among whom William Penn, fon of

Sir William Penn, admiral in the Dutch wars, was one.

All the reft of the under-proprietors, fome time after, fur-

rendered their charters to the crown, whereby New York
and the Jerfeys became royal governments ; but Penn retain-

ed that part of the country which had been granted to him.

and king Charles II. made him another grant, in 1680, of

the reft of that country, which now conftitutes the reft of

Penfylvania, in confideration of a debt due to his father, the

admiral, from the government. Penn, the fon, afterwards

united the countries he poftefled by both grants, into one,

giving them the name of Penfylvania, and began to plant

them in the year 1681. The Dutch and Swedifh inhabitants

chufing ftill to refide in this country, as they did in New-
York and the Jerfeys, they and their defccndants enjoy the

fame privileges as the reft of his majefty's fubjefils in thefe

plantations do, and are now in a manner the fame people with

the Englifh, (peaking their language, and governed by their

laws and cuftoms.

Mr. Penn, however, notwiihftanding the grants made him

by the crown and the duke of York, did not efteem himfelf

the real proprietor of the lands granted him, uiitil he had

given the Indians valuable confiderations (or what they efteem-

ed fuch) for their country : he therefore aflembled their Sa-

chems or Princes, and purchafed countries of a very large

extent of them, for a very moderate price, as they made
fcarce any other ufe of their country than hunt in it. He
paid them for it in clothes, tools, and utcnfils, to the entire

fatisfadion of the natives, who ftill retained more lands than
ihey could pofllbly ufe, being very few in number.

Maryland
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Maryland was difcovered in the year 1606, when Virginia Grants

was firfl: planted, and, for fome time, was efteemed a part made to

of Virginia, until Charles I, in the year 1632, granted all L. Balti-

that part of Virginia, which lay North of Patowmac river, "iore,and

and was not then planted, to the right honourable Cecilius
9^^^^^

Calvert, Lord Baltimore of the kingdom of Ireland, and to Q^jj^^r

his heirs ; which was afterwards named Maryland, in ^"^O"
©f Ireland

nour of the then confort Henrietta Maria, youngeft daugh-

ter of the French king Henry IV. The Lord Baltimore

fent over his brother, the hon. Leonard Calvert, Efq; with

feveral Roman Catholic gentlemen, and other adventurers,

to the number of 200, who arrived in the bay of Cliefepeak

in the year 1633, and planted the firfl: colony near the mouth
of Patowmac river, and advancing to the Indian town of

Yoamaco, they were permitted to rcfide in one part of the

town, in confideration of fome prefents they made to the

Weroance, or prince of the country, who left them in pof-

feflion of the whole town as foon as this people had got in

their harvcft; whereupon Mr. CaWert gave the town the

name of St. Mary's: but what principally induced the We-
roance to be fo exceedingly civil to the Englilh was his being

at war with the Sufquehannah Indians, and expecting to be

protected by the EngliCh againft that potent enemy, who had

very near driven him out of his country. And fuch was

the good underftanding between the Yoamaco Indians and

this colony, that, while the Englifh were planting the coun-

try, the Indians hunted for them in the woods, and brought

them in great quantities ot venifon and wild fowl ; and many
Roman Catholic families coming over from England to a-

void the penal laws, this foon became a flourifhing colony,

of which the Calverts remained governors until the civil

wars in England, when the family were deprived of the go-

vernment of this province, but recovered it again on the re-

ftoration of King Charles II. And the hon. Charles Cal-

vert, fon of the Lord Baltimore, remained governor of that

Colony near 20 years, who promoted the planting of tobac-

co here, till the colony became almoft as confiderable for

that branch of bufinefs as Virginia ; and the family ftill re-

main proprietors of this plantation, being one of the moft

confiderable eftates enjoyed by any fubjeO. of Great Britain

abroad.

Carolina was the lafl: country in America planted by the Carolina.

English, after Sir Walter Raleigh's unfortunate attempts to

fix colonies in Carolina, in the latter end of the reign of

Quee« Elizabeth. This country Teems to have been entirely

overlooked
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overlooked till the reftoration of King Charles II. The then

miniftry, being informed that CaroUna would produce wine,

oil, and filk, and almoft every thing that Britain wanted,

procured a patent or grant from King Charles to themfelves,

dated the 24h of March 1663, of great part of this coaft
;

the grantees being Edward Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chan-

cellor ; George Duke of Albemarle, the general ; William

Lord Craven, John Lord Berkely, the Lord Anthony Afh-

ley Cooper, Sir George Carteret, Sir W-illiam Colleton, and

their heirs. Thefe proprietors, however, did little towards

planting it, until the year 1670, when Lord Afhley ftruck

out a whimfical kind of government for the colony, creating

a Palatine or Sovereign, with a council to be a check upon

him ; which involved them in perpetual quarrels, and almoft

deftroyed the plantation as fcon as it was fettled ; to prevent

which, they were at length obliged to fell their iliares to the

crown ; and it is now a royal government, only Earl Gran-

ville thought fit to retain his feventh fhare, which his family

flill remains in poffeflion of.

The Carolinas being frequently Invaded and harrafled by

the French and Spanifh Indians, the Engliih found it necef-

fary to extend their plantations farther South, and added that

province denominated Georgia, contiguous to the Carolinas

;

and truftees were appointed to fortify that frontier againft

the incurfions of the Indians, who accordingly built towns,

and erefled fronts on or near the banks of the rivers Savan-

nah and Alatamaha, in order to cover thefe provinces againft

any hoftile attempts on that fide, for here only they were lia-

ble to be attacked. As to the reft, the Apalachian moun-
tains cover the two Carolinas from any invafton from the

Weft.
General Oglethorpe commanded the firft embarkation for

Georgia, to whom the Creek nation voluntarily relinquiflied

their right to all the country South of the river Savannah,

the Northern limits of this new province of Georgia ; and

articles of commerce were fettled between the Englifti and

Creeks. There were fome attempts made the laft war to

add the Spanifti port of St. Auguftineto the province of Ge-
orgia ; and had not General Oglethorpe been betrayed, he

had probably reduced that fortrefs ; but not being able to

confide in his people, he found it neceffary to retire from

thence ; and the Spaniards not long after returned the vifit,

and invaded Georgia, which was fo well defended by Mr.
Oglethorpe, that the Spaniards were beaten off; however,

- till the laft treaty of peace, they always infifted that the

province
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^province of Georgia, or part of it, belonged to the crown
of Spain.

The Spaniards poflefled themfelves of Florida immedi-
ately after their conquefl of Mexico, under which name they
comprehended all thofe countries which lye North of the
gulph of Mexico, of which Carolina and the reft of the
Britilh plantations are part ; but, the Spaniards abandoning
-fart of this country for richer fettlements in Mexico and
Peru, the EngliOi planted moft of the Eaftern coaft, now
filled Britifti America, the Spaniards retaining only St. Au-
guftin, and two or three other fmall places Eaft of the river
Miftifippi, and what lyes Weft of that river; and thus the
country fituated between the Englifli plantations on the
Eaft, and the Spanifti territories in the Weft, remained under
the dominion of the Florida Indians, until the year 1718,
when the French took poffeffion of the river MiiTifippi, and
crefted fome forts, by virtue whereof they laid claim to
the greateft part of Florida, incroaching on the Spanifti terri-
tories on the Weft, and the Englifti dominions on the Eaft.
Th-ey did, indeed, once before erea fome forts on the Sna-
nifti fide of the river Miftifippi ; but the Spaniards demo-
hftied them, and drove the French out of the country ; but
fince France and Spain have been fo clofely united, the Spa-
Diards feemto wink at their incroachments ; but the Englifti
who have ever looked upon this country, as far Weft ward *'

as the river Miftifippi, to belong to the colonies of the Ca-
rolinas and Georgia, or at leaft to their Indian allies the
Creeks or Cherokees, thought they had very good reafon to
difpute this part of Florida with the French, thefe Indians
having ceded to the Englifti all this country which they do
not chufe themfelves ; and it muft be admitted that the na-
tives only can give the Europeans a juft title to it. On this
claim. Great Britain, in 1754, difputed her right with
France, from which conteft proceeded the late French war,

PART.
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^ JJjort View of the ^lejlion in difputCi relative to the Colo*

flies ; with the origin of the prefenty unhappy civil conteft.

Amerl- TT^ ^ ^ Great Queftion which originally caufed the fatal

cantaxa- X difference betwixt 5r/7^/« and !]^wfr/Vj, was, whether

tion, the the EngHfh Houfe of Commons poffeffcd a right of taxing the

Caufe of Colonies, or not ; I fay the Houfe of Commons, becaufe it

debate, is to that branch of the legiflature the difpofal of property

particularly belongs.

To form a jufl idea of this difpute, (which hath unhap-
pily terminated in a Civil War) it muft bepremifed, govern-

ment very early contended, that the Ame^icans were as ful-

ly, reprefented, as a great part of the people in England, there-

fore had no reafon to complain at being made as totally fub-

jeft to the Britifli legiflature, as Non-Ele£tors in Britain.

It was alfo faid, that admitting the Americans were not

^:
^l^'

directly reprefented, or even virtually fo in the Englifh houfe ; ,

lains p ea
^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ voluntarily forfeited that priviledge at their emi-

or axing
gj-^^JQ^^ jj^^y ^^\\ ^ould not complain of any grievance inbe-

nifts
ing excluded a fliare in the government, having not a claim

thereto ; which being the cale, the provincial aflemblies could

poflefs no real power but what is derived from, and remair»

under the abfclute command of Great Britain.

J-
Tiie conflitutional government of America, therefore, i«,

m one of the grcatefl points, >viz. That of Taxation, a new
cafe in Politicks. But, upon the above pretences, the Bri-

tifh
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tifh legiflature, fince 1763, hath laid various internal taxes

on the Colonies, againfl: the opinion of the principal ailem-

blies, who had hitherto taken a part in the difpofal of their

own money. Their remonflrances againfl: Englifh proceed-

ings, were termed feditious, and an army was fent over to

compel them to obedience.

But if the Britifh parliament had fucceeded in the attempt

of cxerciilng an unlimitted power of taxation in the Colonies,

the root of American freedom would have been deftroyed ;

the main pillar of the Englifh conftitution, as far as it relates

to the Colonifts, would have been thrown down : And was

there not, a mofl: glaring abfurdity in attempting to exclude

three millions of free fubje6ts from the leaft ihare in the dif-

pofal of their own property.

Having briefly thrown out thefe particulars, let us next

confider the form of government early eflablifhed in the ol-

der Colonies ; which being agreeable to Charter rights, had

the aflent of both parties.

This form confifted of an upper and lower houfe of Kc- Form of

prefentatives, with a governor appointed by the crown, (his Govern-

falary was paid by the people) fomewhat refembling a Lord ment in

Lieutenant and parliament in Ireland.) Each houfe of repre- America.

fentatives, had the power of making laws relative to the po-

lice and management of its own province, but which could

only become valid by receiving the royal aflent, through the

governor.

Refpe£ling their trade and commerce, the Colonifts al-

ways confidered themfelves, or under the protection oi, and

fubje<a to Britifh legiflation. Yet miore fully to trace the
pj-^^^^jj-

caufe of the prefent conteft, it may be obferved, that the un- encroack
afcertained limits of the Englifh and French territories in nients,

North America, induced the latter, in 1754, ^^ incrcach on the caufe

fhe Britifn fettlements, near the mouth of the MifTifippi, the of great

French pretending to have been the firft difcoverers of the troubles.

river Ohio, and the adjoining country.

In confequence of this, they drove ofT the new fcttlers,

and built a fort on the forks of the river Mononghela, called

Duquefne ; a fituation which comTianded the entrance into

the countries on the Ohio, and Miffifippi rivers.

Thefe encroachments made it necefTary for the Britifh cole- Colonil^s

niftsto aflemble, .and adopt meafures for the general fafety. afiemble.

To this purpofe, commiflioners from many of the Colonies, ^^-d form

met at Albany, where it was propofed, that a Grand Council ^ F^"
^^

{hould be formed of members, to be chofen by the aflemblies,
defence,

and fent from all the diiTerent Colonies ; which council, to-

gether,.
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o;ether, with a general governor to be adopted by the Crown,

fhould be appointed to make laws, in order to promote the

common welfare, and to raife money in the different provin-

ces for the defence of the whole.

d J to
This plan was fent to Great Britain for approbation, but

g"b for was, by the then Miniftry rejected, and the following pro-

approba- pofed in its (lead ; viz.—*' That governors of diferent Co-

tion— lonies, attended by one or two of their refpe6tive councils,

Rejeftedjftiould affemble and concert meafures for the general de-

and ano- fence ; ere£t forts where they (hould judge proper, raife

ther a- ^hat troops fhould be thought neceffary, with power to draw
dopted. Qj^ ^Yi^ treafury of England for what fums might be want-

ing, but the treafury to be reimburfed, by a tax on the Co-

lonies, to be laid by an Englifli aQ: of parliament."

But this plan was refolutely obje£ted to by the Colonifts
;

who, at the fame time, gave their reafons refpeding the im-

propriety of raifmg money off the provinces, by any aft of

the Britifh iegiflature, without their being reprefented in the

Englifh parliament.

The commencement of a war with France, about this

period, (on account of encroachments, before-named) pre-

vented Miniftry from purfuing their taxation plan, and fufFer'd

affairs to remain as formerly: But in 1763, when peace wa»

cftablifhcd, the difpute again took place, and the weapons of

argument, were fucceeded by thofe of war ; yet, in fupport

of the claim that had been made, the Englifh parliament paf-

gtamp ^^^ (^^^^ fource of all our forrows) the Stamp A6t ; whereby

Af^ it was declared unlawful to draw any bills, or bonds, except

17^3- ^" flamped paper ; and all writings of that fort, which fhould

be otherwife drawn, were declared by this impoUtic a6i:, to

be null and void.

Let it be obfervcd, it was not the revenue which might

arife from this new law, that raifed the ferment in the Co-
lonies; but the fuppofed illegality of the claim, or eftablifh-

ing a precedent, that might lay them open to difcretionary

taxations, by which their properties would be at the difpofal

of others.

On this bafis, their contefl: at firfl was founded ; and,

here, I would jufl remark, That the right to a conflitution-

al refiftance, fuppofes no government abfolute, or ultimate ;

but refolves all up to the people. But leaving for the pre-

fent, obfervations of this fort, let us return to the Stamp
A6t, which fo alarmed every inhabitant of America, and
fo effectually flopped that commercial connection which

had hitherto fublifted between them and us, that in the

yery
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verj year following (1766), it was thought neceffary to be i']6^.

repealed ; in confequence of which, all their former four- v-^-v-^

ces of trade between Great Britain and her Colonies, were
again opened, and flowed in abundance as ufual. Notwith-

ftanding this^ in the fucceeding year to that of the repeal,

duties to be paid in America (to the Eaft India company, as

a compenfation for certain encroachments on that body)

"were impofed on tea, glcifs, paper, ^c. which thfew the

whole continent of America again into convulfions. This a 61 t-^ a a
(called the Tea-a5l) fo effedually kindled their refentment, i^^-.

'

that our parliament, in the year 1 7 70, thought proper to repeal

three-fourths of this duty, with all the other charges enume-
rated in the bill, leaving only the fmall moiety of three-

pence per pound behiiad.

This infignificant duty of three-pence per pound on tea was
now doomed to be the fatal bone of contention between the

mother country and her colonies. We have feen that it was
then too truly foretold, by thofe who ftruggled hard for the *

repeal of the whole, and who had always declared againft

every idea of an internal taxation of America, that the leav-

ing of one duty, and the difcharge of the others, could an-

fwer no other purpofe, than the leflening of that fcanty re-

venue, which was fcarcely fufficient, in its full amount, to

anfwer the expence of its colle6:ion ; that by this means, in-

flead of profit or benefit, a new charge, to fupply the defi-

ciency, would be thrown upon the flate at home : v/hile all

the other evils, which were then acknowledged as the mo-
tives for a partial repeal, would be continued in their utmofl

extent. Thefe were the ftridures paflfed at home upon the

whole fyflem of American government.

The confequent difcontent and diforders continued to Refoluti-

prevail, in a greater or leffer degree, through all the old °"* ^"f

colonies, on the continent. The fame fpirit pervaded the ^^^^" ^^*

whole. Even thofe colonies which depended mofl upon the ° ^^^^'

mother countrv for the confumption of their productions, • ^K-

entered into fim.ilar affociations with the others ; and no- ^^^ ^^^^
thing was to be heard of, but refolutions for the encourage- nufac-
ment of their own manufactures, the confumption of home tures.

products, the difcouragement of foreign articles, and the re-

trenchment of all fuperfluities. But flill thefe were only fymp-

toms of difcontent, which had little efFe(£t on the trade to

the colonies. That trade, which had lomewhat flagnated

on the late non-importation agreement revived again, and ^^^ ^11'^"

even flourifhed. The article indeed of tea, was by the re-

folutions of feveral colonies flridly prohibited j lut it flill

B 2; continued
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cor.tinucd to be introduced both from England and other

countiies, and the duties were paid, though with fome Imall

appearance of exterior guard and caution.

. In the mean time, the governors of moil of the colonies,
'^'^""

and the people were in a continual {late of warfare. Alfem-

^r"

^
']" ^'^^^ were repeatedly called, and fuddenly diffolved. Their

time was employed, while fitting, in reiterating grievances

ard framing remonilrances. Other matters fprang up, be-

fides the tea duty and the cuftom-houfts, to increafe the ge-

neral difcontmt. The late adopted m.eafure, of the gover-

nors and judges being paid their falarics by the crown, and

thereby, as they were removeable at pleaiure, rendered in-

tirely dependent on that, and totally independent of the peo-

ple, and provincial affemblics, however right or neceflary in

the prefent ftate of affairs, afforded an inexhauifible fource

cf iil-humour and complaint.

The s;Feate{l oiiiras;e, which was committed in this ftate
br.rairg of diforder, happened at Pro v idEx^ ce in Rhode lOand,

^ , where IVis Majeily's armed fchooner, the Gafpee, having

after wounding him, and forcing h.im and his people to go on
flicre., concluded this daring exploit by burning the fcliooner.

Though a reward of 500!. together with a pardon, if claim-

ed by an accomplice, was offered by proclamiaticn for the

difcovcring and apprehending any ct the perfons concerned

in this atrocious aQ, no effectual difcovery could be made.
Great

/, n odd incident happened, which fervcd to revive, with
heats at (Jouble force, all the ill temper and animcfity that had long

'ion,
fybfiucd between tl^.e executive part of government and the

,

'^ people, in the province cf Maffachufet's Bay. This was

d^fcoverv
^^^ accidental difcovery, and publication of a number of con-

olcertain
^^^^^'^^ letters, which had been written during the courfe

Letters. ^^ ^^^ unhappy difputts with the mctlicr country, by the

then governor and deputy-governor of ihat colony, to per-

fons in power and oflke in England. Tlie letters contained

a very unfavourable reprefer tation cf the Hate of affair?,

the temper and difpcTiticn cf the people, and the views of

iheir leaders, in that province; and tended to ftiew, not

(i-.ly the necefiiry of the mofl: ccetcive meafures ; but that

even a very confideriiblc change of the conditution, and fyf>

len^ of government, was r.eceffary, to fccure the obedience
of the colony.

Thefe
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Thefe letters indeed were In part confidential and private ; i 773.
but the people of the colony infided, that ihey were evi- v-«=».^,-.^

deinly intended to influence the condu6t ot" governmenc, and

mud therefore be fhewn to fuch perlons iS had an intertft

in preferving tlicir privileges. Upon the death of a gentle-

man in Vvhofe pofTeirion theie letters then happened, they by

Tome means v\ hich were not known, fell into the hands of

the agent for the colony of MafTachufet's Bay, who immedi-
ately tranfmitted tl;-em to the afTembly of that province,

which was then fitting at Boilon. The indignation and ani-

mofjty which thefe letters excited on the one fide, and the

confufion on the other, neither need nor adm.it of defcription.

After feveral violent refoluiions in the houfe cf reprefen-

titives, the letters were pretentcd to the council, under the

flricleft injun6\ion from the reprefentatives, that the per-

fons, v/ho were to lliew them fhould not by any means fuffer

them^ even for a moment, cut cf their own immediate

hands. This alTront to the governor was jidopted by the

council ; and, upon his requiring to examine the letters

that were attributed to him, thereby to be enabled, either

to acknowledge them if genuine, or to reprobate them if

fpurious, that board, under the pretence of this rellri<Stion,

refufed to deliver tliem into his hands; but fent a comrnir-

tee to open them before him, that he might examine the

I'l^nd-writing. To this indignity lie v.'as obliged to fubmit,

as well as to the mortification of acknowledging the fignature-

Such a new fource of difcord was not wanting in that co- r^^^^
^

Icny. The houfe of ailembly paffed a petition and remon-

ftrance to his Majefry, in which they charged their governor J^^^^^'O'^

and lieutenant-governor with being betrayers of tlieir trufis,
^'^

^^t"
J r I 1 u J t- • • ' . .-1 movalof

and of the people they governed ^ or giving private, partial, ,

and falfe information ; declared them enem,ies to the colony, ^r^j-jjjj. -

and prayed for juftice againil them, and for their Ipeedy re-
i|eut«n-

moval from their places. So wide v/as the difcontent, and ant-govr.
fo weak tlie powers of government in tliat ailembly, that

thefe charges with many others, were carried through by a

majority of S2 to 12.

As we have jull obferved, the article of tea to be continu-

ed notwithftanding the ftrong refclutions cf the colonifts, to

be ftill imported into America ;
yet by the advantages which

foreigners had in the fale of the low priced teas, as well as

the general odium attending the Britidi teas, which, as bear-

ing a parliamicntary duty, were confidered as infiruments of

flavery, the Eail India company was thought to fuffer much
by the difpute with the colonies.

Thus
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1773. Thus circumftanced, the minifler in the lafl felTion, as

s.^^^—/ fome apparent confolatlon to that company for the ilrong

Scheme meafures which were then purfued againfl it by government,
for the ex brought in a bill, by which they were enabled to export
portation their teas, duty free, to all places whatfoever. In confe-
of tea by quence of this meaiure, the company departed in Tome de-
the £.1. gree from its ellablifhed mode, of difpofing of its teas by
co.totie pubiick Tales to the merchants and dealers, and adopted the
CO onies.

^^^, fyftem, of becoming its own exporter and faftor. Se-
veral fhips were accordingly freighted with teas for the differ-

ent colonies by the company, where it alfo appointed agents
for the dilpofal of that commodity.
The fuccefs of this fcheme, and any utility to be derived

from it, if it did fucceed, were at the time much queftioned :

fomeadive members in that company, and one gentleman of
great confideration amongft them, remonftiated againfl it, as

rather calculated for the eftablifhment of the revenue law in

America, than as a favour of fervice to the company. It is

true, that they had then about feventeen millions of pounds
of tea in their ware-houfes; but though this appeared an
immenfe quantity to thofe who were not verfed in the (late

of the trade, it was faid, in reality to be only equal to about
two years ufual confumption, and it was always intended to

have a year's flock in hand.

It appears that the company was not itfelf quite fatisfied as

to the utility of this meafure, and accordingly confuhed fome
of the moft eminent perfons in the tea trade upon the fubjeiEl.

By fome of the moft intelligent of thefe it was reprefented,
as the wildeft fcheme that could be imagined, and the moft
remote from affording the relief which they wanted. That
even fuppofing it attended with all the fuccefs of which it

was polTibly capable, the returns would be too flow and too

precarious, to fupply in any degree the company's prefent

exigencies in point of cafli ; that on the other hand it would
certainly be offering the greatefl injury to the merchants, who
were their eflablifhed and never-failing cuflomers ; who
purchafed their teas at all rifles, and paid vaft fums of money
at flated times independent of them. Certain meafures were
alfo propofed, relative to the holding of two public fales

within given difl:ances of time, by which the company would
not only difpofe of all its teas, but would receive, as they fup-

pofed, by the firft payment, at the end only of five months,
no lefs than i,2oo,oool. incafh: a fum fo confide rable, and
to be paid in fo fhort a time, that it would probably enable
them to refrain from the fatal loan, which they were nego-

dating
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elating with the public. The firfl: meafure, being a favour-

ite with government, was adopted, notwithflanding thefe

reafons and propofals.

If fuch were the opinions formed upon tliis fcheme at home,
it was univerlaliy confidered in the colonies, as calculated

merely to circumvent them into a compliance with the reve-

nue law, and thereby open the door to an unlimited taxation.

For it was eafily feen, that if the tea was once landed and in

the cuftody of the confignees, no affociations, nor other mea-
fures, would be fufficient to prevent its fale and confumpti-

on ; and nobody could pretend to imagine, that when tax-

ation was eftabli{hed in one inftance, it would reftrain itlelf

in others. Befides that all the dealers both legal and clandef-

tine, who as tea is an article of fuch general confumption in

America, were extremely powerful, faw their trade taken

at once out of their hands. They fuppofed it would all fall

into the hands of the company's confignees, to whom they

mufl: become in a great meafure dependent, if they could

hope to trade at all. The Eafl India company by the late

regulations was brought intirely under the direction of go-

vernment. The coniignees were of courfe fuch as favoured

adminiftration, and for that reafon the moft unpopular people

in America. Particularly at Bofton, they were of the fami-

ly and neareft conne6tions of thofe gentlemen, whofe letters

as we have obferved, had at that time kindled fuch prodigi-

ous heats and animofities among the people. It was at an

unlucky time that they thought they faw a monopoly formed
in favour of the moft obnoxious perfons, and that too for

the purpofe of confirming an odious tax. The Gme fpirit

feemed to run like wildfire throughout the colonies, and
without any apparent previous concert, it was every where
determined, to prevent the landing of the teas at all events.

At the fame time, the Eaft India company became fo ex- P^^^ic"'-

ceedingly odious to the people, that a mere oppofition to ^'"^^^^es

her interefls, ab{lra6ted from all other caufes, would have ^
a'

emibarrafTed any meafure that was undertaken in her favour. P ^ ^,

The colonifts faid, that llic was quitting her ufual line of- ,

conduct, and wantonly becoming the inftrument of giving
jiie^fuj-g.

efficacy to a law which they detefled : thereby involving
jj^q^.^

ihem, as they affirmed, in the prefent dangerous dilemma, rally ob-
either of fubmid'ion to the eftablifhmentof a precedent which noxious,

they deemed fatal to their liberties, or of bringing matters

to a crifis which they dreaded, by adopting the only means
that feemed left to prevent its execution.

As
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As the time approached when the arrival cf tlie tea fliips

for the execution of the new plan was expected, the people

Refoluti- alTembled at different places in great bodies, and began to

onsuni- j^l^e fuch meafures*as feemed moll: eifeclual to prevent the
verlally landing of their cargoes. The tea confignees, who had been
entered appointed by the E. I. company, were obliged in mod: places
into to

^^j^^ jj^ fome, at the peril of Life as well as propeity) to re-

P^^^.J"^ linquifh their appointments, and to enter into public engage-

a of the
^''^"^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ '" ^''^^ capacity. Com.mlttees were appointed

teas ^y ^^^^ people in different towns and provinces, whom they

. armed with fuch powers as they fuppofed themfclves enabled
onimi - j-Q^^gf^ow. They were authorized to infpeO: merchants books,

o' t d
^° propofe tells, to punilh thofe whom they confidered as

contumacious, by tlie dangeroua profecution of declaring

them enemies to their country, and of aPiSmbling the people

Avhen they thought neceffary. In a word, their powers weis
as indefinite, as the authority under which they a6led.

Tumul- ^" ^^^^ tunuiltuous aficmblies v/hich were frequently held

tuousaf- upon this occafion, numberlefs refolui ions were paffed, ex-

fembUes tremely derogatory with re(pe<£l: to the authority of the fu-

of the prcmc legiflature. Inflammatory hand-bills, and ether fediti-

people ous papeis were continually pubhflied ; nor were the conduc-
in difter- tors of news-papers, nor the v/riters of various pamphlets,
ent cole- jYiuch more guarded in their ccnduQ:, or temperate in their
"'^^' manner. Even at Philadelphia, which had been fo long ce-

lebrated, for the excellency of its police and government,

and temperate manners of its inhabitants, printed papers were

difperfed, warning the pilots on the river Delaware, not to

condu6t any of thefe tea fhips into their harbour, which were
only fent for the purpofe of enflaving and poifoning all the

Americans ; at the fame time, giving them plainly to undcr-

ftand it was expelled, that they would apply their knowledge
of the river, under tlie colour of their profeffion, in iucli a

manner, as would effectually fecure their country from fo

imminent a danger. At New- York, in a fimilar publication,

thofe fnips are laid to be loaden with the fetters which had
been forged for them in Great-Britain, and every vengeance

is denounced againft all perfons, who dare in any manner con-;

tribute to the introduftion of thofe chains. All the colonies

feemed to have inffantly united in this point.

Three The town of Bodon, which had been fo long obnoxious to

fhips la- government, was the fcene of the firft outrage. Three fnips

den with laden with tea, having arrived in that port, the captains were
tea arrive terrified into a conceffion, that if they were permitted by the

atBofton, confignees, the board of cufioms, and the Fort of Caflle

William,
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William, they would return with their cargoes to England.

Thefe promifes could not be fulfilled ; the confignees rcfuied

to difcliarge the captains trom the oblijaticns under which
they were charrer..^d tor the delivery of their cargoes; the

cudoni-houfe retufed thern clearance ior their retarn :

—

and the goveinor to grant them a pafipcrt for clearing the

fort.

In this ftale, it was cafily feen by the people of the town,
lliat the lliips lying fo near, the lea^ would be landed by de- ,

grees, nctwithflanding any guard ihey could keep, or mea~
lures take to prevent it ; and it was as well known, that if

they were landed, nothing could prevent their being difpoftd

of, and thereby the purpofe of eflablifning the monopoly,
and raifing a revenue fulfilled. To prevent this dreadful

confequence, a number of armed men, under the difguife cf

Mohawk Indians, boarded the Ihips, and in a few hours dif-^^^- •^•

charged the whole cargoes of tea into the fea, without doing Their

any other damage, or offering any injury to the captains or cargoes

crews. It was remarkable, that the government, civil pow- [l"'''Qwn

cr, garrifon of Fort William, and armed fhips in the harbour, 'j^^° ^^^

were totally inatfive upon this cccafion.
^^'^'

Some fmaller quaniitiesof tea, met afterwards with a fimi- Sim'iar
lar f<jte, at BoRon, and a few other places ; but in general, outrages
the commiiTioners for the fale of that commodity, having in fome
been obliged to relinquifli their employment, and no other other

perfons daring to receive the cargoes which were confignea places ;

to them, the makers of the tea veiTels, from thefe circum- "-oi^ of

fiances, as well as from a knowledge of danger, and the de- ^'^f
^^^

termined refolution of the people, readily complied with the i"*'?^
o-

terms which were prefcribed, of returning direflly to t'ng- "^-§^^' ^°

land, without entangling themfelves by any entry at the [*" "/"

cuflom-houles. A^t New-York it was indeed landed under ' •//

the cannon or a man or war, but tne government tliere
theirc

Were obliged to confent to its being locked up from ufe. In goes, and
South Carolina feme was< thrown into the liver as at Bofton. thcentire

Such was the iffue of this unfortunate fcheme. Some di(- fcheine

pofition to thefe diflurbances was known pretty early ; but rendered

as their utmofl: extent was ftill unknown, the meeting of par- every-

liament was deferred until after the holidays, the tranfa6li- where

ens of which, with refpe£lto American affairs, will more pro- abortive,

perly come under the head cf our fecond chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

Afummary account of all the American a^s, pajfed in the Eri-

tijb parliament, from January 13, 1 7 74, to the 2zd of

June folloiving.

^ HE fpeech from the throne at the opening of this par-

_ Uament, January 13th 1774* contained nothing very

ftriking. Bufinefs of common occurrences engroffed the at-

tention cf the houfe, until the American difpatches arrived,

March 7, which brought advice of the outrages committed on

board the tea fhips at Bofton. Thismtelligence occafioned a

meifage from the throne to both houfes, in which they were
Meffage informed, that in confequence of the unwarrantable pradi-
lelative

^^^ carried on in North America, and particularly of the vio-

.-^r%: lent and outrageous proceedings at the town and port of Bof-

ii A- ^°"' ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ obftruciing the commerce of this king-

merica. ^om, and upon grounds and pretences imn^ediately fubver-

five of its conflitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole
matter before parliament.

This melTage was attended with a great number of papers
Amen-

j-^^^j-j^^g j-q ^\^^ \^^q tranfadions in the colonies, containing
^^

^f~- 3 copies and extra61:s of letters from the feveral governors
;

L tore^
^'^^"^ ^^^ commander of the forces ; from the admiral in

the Bofton harbour ; from the confignees of the tea at Bofton,

Houfe. ^^ ^"^ ^f ^he ringleaders cf the fa6lion in that town, with

votes and refolves of the town of Bofton, previous to the

landing of the tea, and narratives of the tranfaSlions which

fucceeded that event, &c. &c.- They alfo contained de-

tails from the different governors, of all tranfa6tions rela-

tive to the teas, which took place in their refpedive govern-

ments, from the firft intelligence of their being fhipped in

England, to the dates of thefe letters, which were in number

109>

As the fame fpirit pervaded the whole continent, fo the

fame language, fentiment, and manner, prevailed in all thefe

written or printed pieces, whether circulated in the province

of Maffachufet's, or in the other colonies*

The prefentment of the papers was accompanied with a

Com- comment upon them, and particularly thofe that related to

merits the tranfa£lions at Bofton, in which the conduct of the go-

thereon, vernor was defcribed and applauded, and that of the pre-

vailing
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vailing fa<Si"ion repreTented in the moft atrocious light. It

v/as faid that he had taken every meafure which prudence

could luggeli, or good policy juftify, for the fecurity of the

Eaft-India company's property, the fatety of the conllgnecs,

and the orefervingof order and quiet in the town.

That he had it undoubtedly in his power, by calling in theCondufl
alTiilance of the naval force which was in the harbour, tooftlie

have prevented thedeftru^tion of the tea ; but as the leading governor

men in Bollon had always made great complaints of the in-applaud-

terpofition of the army and navy, and charged all difturban- ed.

ces of every fort to ilieir account, he with great prudence
and temper, determined from the beginriT>g to decline a

meafure, which would have been lo irritating to the minds
of the people ; and might well have hoped, that by this con-

fidence in their conduct, and truft repofed in the civil power,
he fliould have calmed their turbulence, and preferved the

public tranquillity.

Thus, faid the minifters, the people of Bollon were fairly

tried. They were left to their own conduct, and to the ex-

ercife of their judgment, and the refult has given the lie to

their former profelTions. They are now without an excufe :

and a'l the pov/ers of government within that province, are

found infufficient to prevent the moft violent outrages.

It was concluded upon the whole, that by an impartial re- Up /

view of the papers now before them, it would manifeftly
^ffijued

appear, that nothing could be done by either civil, military, forcoer-
or naval officers, to eflPeduate the re-eftablifhment of tran- fivemea-
quillity and order in that province, without additional parlia- fures,

mentary powers to give efficacy to their proceedings.

That it was therefore incumbent on every member to

weigh and confider, with an attention fuitable to the great

importance of the fubje6t, the purport of the papers before

them, and totally laying all prejudices afide, to form his opi-

nion upon the meafures mioft eligible to be purfued, for fup-

porting the fupreme legiflative authority, the dignity of par-

liament, and the great interefls of the Britidi Empire. This
is in fubflance what was urged by miniflry upon the fubje6t

when they prefented the papers.

The fpirit now raifed againft the Americans became as

high and as ftrong as could bedefired, both within and without

the houfe. In this temper a motion v./as made for an addrefs to An ad-

the throne, ** to return thanks for the meflage, and the graci- drefs to

ous communication of the American papers, with an alTurance ^^^

that they would not fail to exert every means in their power. Throne,

of effedually providing for objects fo important to the general

welfare
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1774. welfare, as maintaining the due execution of the laws, and

^^—V—' fecuring the juft dependence of the colonies upon the crown
and parliament of Great Britain*.'*

^, , ,. By the voting thisaddrefs miniflry gained a greater advan-

'•L ', tage than at firft appeared, for they found by the difpofition

advan- ^^ ^^^ houfe which was ilrongly againft all retrofpe^l, that

iage in ^^-"y would confine themfelves to the mere mifbehaviour of

this ad- the Americans. The violence of the Americans was public

drefs. an' unqueftioned, and when the enquiry was confined to that

ground, it would be eafy to carry any propofition againfl

them. It was of great confequence to the minider, that no

part vvhatfoever ot the weakliels and diforderly frate of fo

manv governments, fhould be laid to the charge of thofe

who had for fome years the entire direction of them in their

hands.

p . . As the florm which was gathering againfl the colonies

• . would probably be direded againfl Maflachufet's Bay, Mr-

from Bol- ^'^^^'^^^ agent for the council of that province, tliought it

ian the a- n^^cefTary to prefent to the houfe, by Vv^ay of precaution, a

<^ent. petition defjring that he might be permitted to lay before the

hou'e the a:^a regia of queen Eiiz.abeth and her fuccefTors,

for the fecurity of the Planters, and their defcendcnts, and

the perpetual enjoyment of their liberties. Thefe documents

he prefumed had never been laid before the houfe, nor had

the colonies ever had an opportunity to afcertain and defend

thefe rights. This petition was received without difficulty,

and ordered to lie upon the table.

Condlti-
"^^^ miniiler, after having moved that the King's meiTage

on of the ^^ ^^'^ 7^^ ^^ March fnould be read, opened his plan for re-

Bofton floration of peace, order, juflice, and commerce in MafTa-

Fort Cli. chufel'sBay, by propofing, ** that the town of Boflon fhould
'* be obliged to pay for the tea which had been deflroyed in

*' their port ; alfo fecurity to be given in iuture, that trade

** may be fafely carried on, property protected, laws obey-
** ed, and duties regularly paid. Otherwifethe punifhment
** of a ilngle Illegal a(3: is no reformation." It would be

therefore proper to take away from Boilon the privilege of

a port until his Majefty fliould be fatisfied in thele particu-

lars, and publicly declare in council, on a proper certificate

of the good behaviour of the town, that he was fo fatisfied.

—By this Bofton might certainly fufFer. But fhe ought to

fufFer ; and by this refolution would fufFer far lefs punifh-

ment than her delinquencies fully juflified. For flie was not

wholly precluded from all fupply. She was by this propofi-

tion only to be virtually removed feventeen miles from the
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Tea. The duration of her puniihment was entirely in her

own power. For when ihe llioukl difcharge this jiift debt to

the E. I. company which had been contracted bv her own
violence, and given full alTurances of obedience in future to

the laws of trade and revenue ; there was no doubt, but that

his Majefty, to whom he propofed to leave that power,

would again open the port, and exerci'e that mercy which
was agreeable to his royal difpofition ; whereupon leave was.

given to bring in a bill ** Jor the immediate remcjal of the
^q^-oj,

*' officers ccncerned in the coUe^icn of the cnftoms fro7n the ^q^[\^\\\
^* toivnof Boflon in the province of the Maffacbufet''s B^y, in brought
'* North America, and to dijcontinue the landing and difcbarg- in y Mar.
^* ingi lading and flipping of goods, ivares^ and merchandize 14,
*' at thefaid tovjn of Bofon, or within the harbour thererf?"*

At the hrfl: introduction it was received with very general

applau!"e. The equity of obliging a delinquent town to

make fatisfaCtion for the diforders which arofe from iheir^

factious fpirit, and negligent police, was fo ilriking, that

many things which might appear exceptionable in the aCt

were overlooked. The cry railed againft the Americans,
j

partly the natural effeCt of their own aCts, and partly of the

operations of government, was fo ftrong as nearly to over-

bear the mod refolute and determined in the oppofition.

Several of thofe who had been mod fanguine favourers of

the colonies now condemned their behaviour ; and applauded

themeafure, as not only jufl, but lenient.

But in the progrefs of the bill, oppofition feemed to coi-

led itfelf, and to take a more aCtive part. Mr. Bollan, the Second

agent of the council of Mafiachufet's Bay, prefented a pe- r^^*^*°"

tit ion, defjring to be heard for the faid council, and in be- /^'" 2

half of himfelf and other inhabitants in the town of Bofton. r .

The hcufe refufed to receive the petition. It was faid, that

the agent of the council was not agent for the corporation,

and no agent could be received from a body corporate, except

he were appointed by all the neceffary conftituent parts of

that body. Befides, the council was fiuctuating, and the

body by which he was appointed could not be then aCtually «

exifting. This vote of rejeCtion was heavily cenfured. The
oppofition cried out at the inconfiftency of the houie, who
but a few days ago received a petition from this very man
in this very character ; and now, only becaufe they chufe

to exert their power in acts of injuilice and contradiction,

totally refufe to receive anything from him, as not duly qua-
lified. Vv^ere not the reafons equally ftrong againfi: receiving

the firfl as the fecond petition ? But what, they averted,

made



T:he HISTORY of the Chap. IL

made this condiiQ: the more unneceffary and outrageous, was,

that at that time the houfe of lords were actually hearing Mr.

BoUan on his petition, as a perfon duly qaalified, at their

bar. Thus, faid they, this houfe is at once in contradi6tion

to the other, and to itfelf. As to the reafons given againft

his qualificanon, they are equally applicable to all American
accents; none of whom are appointed as the minifter now re-

quires they fliould be—and thus the houfe cuts off all com-
munication between them and the colonies whom they are af-

fecting by their a£is.

The bill paffed the houfe on the 25th of March, and was

carried up to the lords, where it was likewife warmly de-

'jafi'ed, bated, but as in the commons, it paffed without a divifion.

Vlar. 25. It received the royal aflent on the 31 ft of March.

The difpofition to carry things to extremities with ^me^
rlca was become very general; and as the repeal of the

ftamp-afl was m\ich condemned by the minifterial fide, and

its authors greatly decried, they repofed the higheft confi-

dence in the fuccefs of meafures of a contrary nature.

The Bofton port bill formed only one part of the coercive

plan propofed by the miniftry as the effectual method of

bringing her to obedience. Others of a deeper and more ex-

tenfive nature were behind, and appeared in due time. Soon
April 15, g^fjgj- a bill was brought in for ** the better regulating govern-
A Bill for if, ^^^^ -^ ^^^ province of Maffachufefs Bay''' The purpofe
the etiei

^^ this bill was to alter the conftitution of that province as it

. ^
, flood upon the charter of Kina; William ; to take the whole

in'' the .* r ^ 1 1 r 1 J
". j.^_ executive power out or the hands oi the democratic part,

nient of ^^-^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ nomination of counfellors, judges, and ma-

MalTachu giftrates of all kinds, including Sheriffs, in the crown, and

fet's bay. in fome cafes, in the King's governor, and all to be remove-

able at the pleafure of the crown.

This bill pafTed by a prodigious majority, after a debate
^A^y ^> which lafted with uncommon fpirit for many hours.

The difpofition fo prevalent in both houfcs to ftrong mea-

fures was highly favourable to the whole minifterial plan for

• reducing America to obedience. The good reception of the

propofal for changing the charter government of Mafiachu-

ffct'sBay, encouraged them to propofe very foon after another

bill, without which, it was faid, that the fcheme would be

entirely defeffive. In the committee on American papers,

it was ordered, that the chairman fhould move for leave to

^Y', bring in '* a Bill for the impartial adminiflration of j 11fice in

p "
P"11

*' ^^^ cajes of perfans qu/flionedfor any a^s done by the7n in the

^ * *' execution of the lawsj or for the fupprejfton of riots and tu-

*< mults
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*' mitlts in the province of Maffachufet^s Bay in Ncm Eng-
" landr

This bill provides, that in cafe any perfon is indi<5ted in

that province for murder, or any other capital offence, and P^o)"^^^^^

that it fhall appear to the governor, that the fa<£i: was com- f-ii

mitted in the exercife or aid of magiftracy, in fuppreffing tu-
^'

'

mults and riots, and that it fhall appear to the governor, that

a fair trial cannot be had in the province, he fhall fend the

perfon fo indided, &-c. to any other colony, or to Great-
Britain, to be tried. The charges on both fides to be borne
out of the cuftoms. This a61: to continue for four vears.

The debate on this bill v^as even more warm than on the

former, and the publications of the time quote an old mem-
ber who is rarely ir oppofition, as having ended his fpecch

with thefe remarkable words : ''I will now take my leave of
** the whole plan,—you will commence your ruin from this

** day. I am forry to fay, that not only the houfe has fallen
** into the error, but the people approve of the meafure.

—

*' The people, I am forry to fay it, are mifled. But a fliort

^•' time will prove the evil tendency of this Bill. If ever
** there was a nation running headlong to its ruin, it is this."

The bill pafled the houfe on the fixth of May, and being /r j 5
carried up to the houfe of peers, occafioned warm debates up- L '

on the fame principles upon which it was difcuffed in the

houfe of commons. The lords of the minority entered on
this, as on the former bill, a very flrong protell;.

The feffion was drawing near to the ufual time of recefs ;

and the greateft number of the members, fatigued with a
long attendance on the American bills, were retired into the
country. In this fituation, a bill which has engaged a great QP^'^^*^

deal of the public attention was brought into the houfe of 1' ,

lords :
** The bill for making more effehiial provifim for the • ^

** province of^lehec in North America."*^

The principal obje6ts of this bill, were to afcertain the li- property

mits of that province, which were extended far beyond what o^ ^^^*

had been fettled as fuch by the King's proclamation of 1763. ^^l^-

To form a legiflative council for all the affairs of that pro-
vince, except taxation, which council Ihould be appointed
by the crown, the office to be held during pleafure ; and
his majeffy's Canadian Roman catholic fubje6t:s were enti-

tled to a place in it. To effablifh the French laws, and a
trial without jury, in civil cafes, and the Englifli laws, with
a trial by jury, in criminal. To fecure to the Roman ca-

tholic clergy, except the Regulars, the lecral enjoyment of
their eftates, and of their tythes from all who are of their

own
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own religior. Thefe were the chief objeds of the aQ: ; but

the bill received in the courfe of the deb:itcs (which were
warm) many amendmenis, lo as to change it very greatly

fiom the Aate in which it came down fror-i the Houfe of

Lords; but the grcimd-work remained the fame.—It pafTed

June 8th without a divifion.

The feflion had now ftretched far into the fummer. The
bufmefs of it had been of as much importance as that, per-

haps, of any fefuon fince the revolution. Great changes
had been made in the oeconomy of fome of the colonies,

v/hich were thought foundations for charges of a like na-

ture in others ; and the moll: fanguine expectations were en-

tertained by the miniftry, that when parliament had fbewn
fo determined a refolution, and the advocates for the colo-

nies had appeared fo very little able to prote£l them,, the

fubmifilon throughout America would be immediate ; and

complete obedience and tranquillity v/ould be fecured in fu-

ture. The triumphs and mutual congratulations of all who
fupported thefe meafures within doors and without, were un-

22d ufually great. I^he fpeech from the throne at the end of

the feffion exprelled fmiilar fentim.ents. His Majefty told

the parliament,
" That he had observed with the utmofl fatisfa6tion, the

many eminent proofs they had given of their zealous and

prudent attention to the public, during the courfe of this

very interei1:ing fefiion of parliament." 1 hen, after men-

tioning with applaufe their proceedings relative to the gold

coin, ** That the bill which they had prepared for the go-

vernment of Qi^ebec, and to which he had then given his

affent, was founded on the clcarefi: principles of jull:ice and

humanity ; and would, he doubted not, have the befl ef-

fefts in quieting the minds and promoting the happinefs of

his Canadian fubje6l:s. That he had long feen with con-

cern a dangerous fpirit of refinance to his government and

the execution of the laws prevailing in the province of Maf-

fachufett's Bay. It proceeded at length to fuch an extremi-

ty, as to render their immediate interpofition neceflary, and

thev had accordingly made provifion as well for the fup-

pieiTion of- the prefent diforders, as for the prevention of

the like in future." And concludes, *' With recommend-

ing the fame zeal for ihe public welfare, which had diflin-

gulfhed all their proceedings in this fciTicn cf parliament."

CHAP,
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CHAP. in.

Vievj of affairs in the Colonies, in the year 1774; /hewing

the general effeSl and operation ef ike late laws, ^f.

TH E penal laws, which we faw paffed, in the laft fef- 1774.
fion of the laft parliament, relative to the colony of ^—v--/

Maffachufett's Bay, and which were intended to operate both General
as a chaftifement for part, and a preventative of future mifdc- efFeft of
meanours in that province, were unfortunately productive of the late

effects very different from thofe which the fanguine promoters laws,

of thofe bills had hoped, and which adminiftration had held

out to the nation. Other purpofes were expe6tedfrom them
befides punifhment and prevention. It was expe6led, that

the Ihutting up of the poit of Bofton would have be^n natu-

rally a gratification to the neighbouring towns, from the great

benefits which would accrue to them, by the fplitting and

removing of its commerce ; and that this would prove a fruit-

ful fource of jealoufy and difunion within the province. It

was alfo thought, that the particular punifhment of that pro-

vince would not only operate as an example of terror to the

other colonies, but that from the felfiihinefs and malignity

incident to mankind, as well as from their common jealoufies,

they would quietly refign it to its fate, and enjoy with plea-

fure any benefits they could derive from its misfortunes. Thus
it was hoped, tiiat befides their direct operation, thefe bills

would eventually prove a means of difTolving that band of u-

nion, which feemed of late too much to prevail amongfl: the

colonies.

The a6l: called the Military Bill, which accompanied thefe

laws, and which was formed to fupport and encourage the

foldiery in beating down all polfible refiflance to the other

a6ls, it was imagined, would compleat the defign, and bring

the colonies to a perfe8: fubmifTion. In confidence of the

perfection of this plan of terrors, punifhments and regulati-

ons, and of the large force by Tea and land (ag it was then

thought) which was fent to flrengthen the hands of govern-

ment, adminiftration repofed in the mofl perfeCt feciirity
;

and ended the feffion in the mofi: triumphant manner, and
with the mutual congratulations of all concerned in thofe

a<5ts, which v.'e have defcribed in our 2d chapter.

C The
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The event, in all thefe cafes, was however very different.

The neighbouring towns difdalned every idea of profiting in

any degree by the misfortunes of their friends in Bofton.

Ihe people of the province, inftead of being fhaken by the

coercive means which were ufed for their fubjugation, joined

the more firmly together to brave the ftorm ; and feeing

that their ancient conlUtution was deftroyed, and that it was

daermined to deprive them of thofe rights, which they had

ever been taught to revere as facred, and to deem more va-

luable than lite itfelf, they determined at all events to preferve

them, or to perifli m the common ruin. In the fame man-
ner, the other colonies, inftead of abandoning, clung the

clofer to their devoted fifter as the danger increafed ; and

their afFeSion and fympathy feemed to rife in proportion to

her misfortunes and fufferings.

In a word, thefe bills, (as had been too truly foretold by

their cppofers at home) inllead of anfwering the purpofes

fcr which they were intended, fpread a general alarm from

ore end to the other of the continent, and became the ce-

ment of a ilritl: and clcfe union between all the old colonies.

They faid it was now vifible, that charters; grants, and efta-

blifhed ufages, were no longer a proteQ:ion or defence ; that

all rights^ immunities, and civil fecurities, mud vanifh at

the breath of an aft of parliament. They were all fenfible,

that they had been guilty, in a greater or lefTer degree, of

thofe unpardonable fins which had drawn down fire upon

Bofton ; they believed, that vengeance, tho' delayed, was

not remitted : and that all the mercy, the nioft favoured or

the leaft culpable could expe6t, was to be the laft that would

be devoured.

In the laft feftion, the minifter had announced in the

Houfe of Commons, the appointment of General Gage to

the government of the province of Mafifachufett's Bay, and

to the command in chiet of the army in North America. As
tliis gentleman had borne feveral commands with reputation

in tlat part of the world ; had lived many.years there, and

had fufficient opportunities of acquiring a thorough know-

ledge of the people, and was befides well approved of by

them, great hopes weie formed of the happy effects which

would have refulted from his adminiftration ; and it is little

10 be doubted, if his appointment had been at a happier

time, and his government free horn the neceffity of enfor-

cing meaiures which were generally odious to the people,

tut thefe expcQations would have been anfwered.

The
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The jealoufy and ill blood between the governors and go-

verned in the province of Mailachufett's Bay, wli ch we in

the preceding chapter have taken notice of, had ever fince

continued. The Houfe of Reprerentaiives had prefeiited a

petition and remonllrance to the Governor, early in the

fpiing, for the removal of Peter Oliver, liTq; Ch'ef Juflice ^^P^^ch.

of tl e Superior Court of Judicature, from his office ; this "^^"''
°,.

requeft not being- complied with, they exhibited articles of ^' ^ ^'

imptachment again il him, of high crimes and mifdemean-
ors, in their own name and that of the province, which they

carried up to the Council-board, and gave the governor no-

tice to attend as judge upon the trial. The charge againft

the Chief Juftice vi^as, the betraying of his truif, and of

the chartered rights of the province, by accepting a falary

from the crown, in ccnfideration of his official fervices, in-

flead of the cuftomary grant from the Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives. The refolution for carrying up this impeachment
Avas carried by a majority of 92 to 8 ; from whence fome
j.idgment may be formed of the general temper of the pro-

vince, and their unanimity, even in this ftrong and extraor-

dinary meafure.

The Governor refufed to receive the articles, and totally AiTembly

difclaimed all authority in himftU and the Council to aft as'^^^^^^^a-

a judicatory, for the trial of any crimes or miidemeanors
^""^^^J.^

whatever. The Houfe of Reprefentatives, far from giving ^^
up the matter, only changed their mode of attack ; and the ^

*

Governor finding that they would perfiil in a profecution

under fome form or other, and that everv new a'teinpt

would only ferve to involve things in Still greater difficulty,

or at leaft to increafe the animofity, thought it neceflary, at

the conclufion of the month of March, to diflblve the Af- »'

fembly.

Such was the ftate of things in the province of Mafiachu- ]v[av i3>

feU's Bay, when Gen. Gage arrived in his government. The 1774.

hopes that might have been lormed upon a change of admi- General

nitration, and the joy that generally attends the comiing of Gage a r-

a new Governor, were, hovv'cver, nipped in the bud, by 'ives ac

the arrival jufi; before of a fliip from London, which brought Bolton,

a copy of the Boflon Port Bill; and a Town Meeting was

fitting to conhder of it, at the very time he arrived m the Great

harbour. As this fatal news was totally unexpected, the confter-

confternation which it caufed among all orders of people nation on

was inexpreiFible. The firfl: meafure was the holding of the receiving

Tov^n- Meeting v/e have mentioned, at which refolutions the Bof-

were paffed, and ordered to be immediately tranfrnitted to ^^" P^^^

C 2 the^^'^-
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the other colonies, inviting them to enter Into an agreement

to ftop all import- and exports to ard from Great-Britain and

Ireland, and every part of the Weft-Indies, until the a6l:

was repealed, as the only means (they faid) that were left

for the falvation of North America and her liberties. They
befides expatiated on the impolicy, injuftice, inhumanity,

and cruelty of the ad, and appealed from it to God and the

world.

In the mean time, copies of the a6l: were multiplied with

incredible expedition, and dlfpatched to every part of the

continent with celerity. Thefe had the efFe6l which the

poets afcnbe to the Furies' torch ; they fet the countries in a

flame through which they paffed. At Bofton and New York,

the populace had copies of the bill printed upon mourning

paper with a black border, which they cried about the

ftreets under the title of a barbarous* cruel, bloody, and

inhuman murder. In other places, great bodies of the peo-

ple were called together by public advertifement, and the

obnoxious law burned with great folemnity.

There was, however, a very furprifing mixture af fobri-

cty with this fury ; and a degree of moderation was blended

with the excefsinto which the people were hurried.

This extraordinary combuftion in the minds of all ranks of

the people did not prevent the Governor's being received

vvith the ufual honours at Bofton. The new Aflembly of

r ki
^^'^ province met of courfe a few days after, the Council,

lenib y ^^^ ^j^^ l^^ time, beina: chofen according to their charter,

o ii The Governor at their meeting laid nothing m.ore before

and are them than the common bufinefs of the province ; but gave

adjourn- them notice of their removal to the town of Salem, on the

cd toSa-fi'"^ ^^ June, in puriuance of the late a£t of parliament,

lem. 'I he Aflembly, to evade this meafure, were hurrying

through the necefTary bufinefs of the fupplies with the grea'-

eil expedition, that they might then adjourn themfelves to

fuch time as they thought proper; but the Governor having

obtained fome intelligence of their intention, adjourned them

unexpectedly to the 7th of June, then to meet at Salem.

Previous to this adjournment, th.ey had prcfented a petition

to the Governor, for appoint ing a day of general prayer and

fafting, which he did not think proper to comply with.

Provincl- I'l the mean timjC, Provincial or Town-meetings were held

al and in every part of the continent ; in which, tho' fome were

town much more temperate than others, they all concurred in ex-
meetings, prefting the greateft difapprobation of the meafures which

were purfued againft Bofton, an abhorrence of the new a<2

and.
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and a condemnationof the principles on which it was founded, 1774.
with a relokit on to oppole its effeQ:s in every manner, and \—-/-^

to fupport their diftreffed brethren, who were to be the im-
mediiite vi61ims.

The Hcufe of Burgeffes, of the province of Virginia,

appointed the ill of Juiie, the day on which the Boflon

Port Bill took place, to be fet apart for fafling, prayer, and
humiliation, to implore the Divine interpofition, to avert

the heavy calamity which threatened deil:ru6tion to their

civil rights, with the evils of a civil war ; and to give one
heart and one mind to the people, firmly to oppofe every

injury to the American rights. This example was either

followed, or a fimilar refolution adopted, aimed every

where, ard the firft of June became a general dijy of prayer
and humiliation throughout the continent.

This meafure, however, procured the immediate difluiu- Aflembly

tion of the Affembly of Virginia ; but before their fepara- of Virgi-

tion, an aflfociation was entered into and figned by 89 of the niadilTol-

members, in which they declared, that an attack made upon ^^^'

one colony, to compel fubmifilon to arbitrary taxes, was an

attack on all Britifh America, and threatened ruin to the

risjhts of all, unlefs the united wifdom of the whole was ap-

plied in prevention. They therefore recommended to the

committee of correfpondence, to communicate with the fe-

veral committees of the other provinces, on the expediency
of appointing deputies from the different colonies, to meet
annually in General Congrefs, and to deliberate on thoi'e

general meafures, which the united interefts of America
might, from time to time, render neceifary. They con-

cluded with a declaration, that a tender regard for the inter-

efts of their fellow-fubje<Els the merchants and manufadu-
rers of Great-Britain, prevented them from going further

at that tim.e.

At l^hiladelphia, about 300 of the inhabitants immedi- p]-,;iadcl-

ately met, and appointed a committee to write to the town phla.

of Boflon. Their letter was temperate, but firm. They
acknowledged the difficulty of offering advice upon that fad

occafion ; wifhed firfi: to have the fenfe of the province in

genera] ; obferved that all lenient applications for obtaining

redrefs fhould be tried before recourfe was had to extremi-

ties ; that it might perhaps be right to take the fenfe of a

General Congrefs, before the defperate meafure cf putt'ng

an ent're flop to commerce was adopted; and that it might
be right, at any rate, to referve that meafure as the lafl le-

fource, when all other means had failecj. Tbey obferved,

that
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that if the making of reftitution to the Faft India Company
for their teas, would put an end to the unhappy controveify,

and leave the people of Bcfton upon their ancient footing of
contVitutional liberty, it could not admit of a moment's
doubt what part ihey lliould a8: ; hut it was not the value

of the tea, it was the indefeafible right of giving and grant-

ing their own money, a right from which they could never
recede, that was now the matter in ccnfideration.

^g ^
A Town-meeting was alfo held at New-York, and a corn-

York rriittee of correfpondence appointed ; but they were as yet,

in general, very temperate in their condu<5l ; and Govern-
ment had a much ftronger intereft in that colony than in any
other. The calek-wasfar different at Annapolis in Maryland,
where the people of that city, though under a proprietary

government, exceeded the other colonies in the violence of
their refolutions ; one of which was to prevent the carrying

on of any fuits in tl^e courts of the province for the debts

which were owing from them in Great-Britain. This refo-

lution, however, was neither adopted nor confirmed by the

Provincial meeting which v/as held foon after ; nor was it

any where carried mto pra6lice.

In general, as might have been expeCtfd in fuch great

commercial countries, the propofal for fnntting up the ports

(former refolutions of this kind having been much abufed for

the private gain of individuals) was received with great fe-

rioufnefs, hefitahon, and coldnefs ; and confidered as the

laft defperate reforr, when all other means of redrefs fhould

tail. In other refpe£i:s, upon the arrival of the news from
Bofton, moderation was little thought of any where, and
the behaviour of the people was nearly fimilar in all places.

At the numberlefs public m.eetings which were held upon
that cccafion, throughout the continent, they pafied every

refolution, and adopted every meafure they could for tke

prefent think of, to friew their utmoft deteftation of the

Bcflon Port Bill, and to exprefs their determination of op-

pofing its efFe8:s in every poffible manner.

« J , ^ In this flate of general diffatisfacfion, complaint, and op-

froino-e - P^^'^ion, General Gage had the temporary fatisfa6tion of

tlemeli
receiving an addrefs of congratulation, figned by 127 gen-

&c. of tlemen, merchants and inhabitants of Boflon, who were ei-

Boflon to t'^^r t^'^ bed addi6fed to government, the mofl mioderate, or

the new to whom the prefent meafures feemcd the leafl: obnoxious,

governor Befides the compliments cuflomary upon thcfe occafions, a

declaration of the (Irong hopes which they had founded upon
the General's public and privatecharader, and a difavoWal,

as
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as to themfelves, of all lawlefs violences, they lamented, that I774-

a dlfcrciionary power v^-as not lodged m his hands, to reftore --v—

'

trade to its former courfe, immediately, upon the tejms ot

the late iavs' being fully complied with ; and fnewed, that

as the a6l ftood at prefent, notwithftandmg the molt imme-

diate compliance, fo much time would be loft, berore his

favourable account of their condud could reach the King

and Council, and produce the wifned-for effea, as would

involve them in unfpeakable mifery, and they feared m total

A few days after, an addrefs from the Council was pre- Addrefs

fented to the Governor, which contained fome very fevere from the

refleaions on his two immediate predeceffors, to whofe ma- council

chinations, bo.h in concert and apart, that body attributed rejeacd.

the origin and progrefs of the difunion between Great- Bri-

tain and her colonies, and all the calamities tnat aftlided

that province. They declared, that the people claimed no

more than the rights of EngUihmen, without diminution or

abridgment; and thefe, as it was the indiipenlable duty ot

that board, fo it fhould be their conflaot endeavour to main-

tain, to the utmoft of their power, in perled confiitence,

however, wi^h the trueft loyalty to the crown, the juit pre-

roo-atives of which they would ever be zealous to fupport.

This addrefs was rejeaed by the Governor, who would

not futier the chairman of the committee to proceed any

further, when he had read the part which refleaed on his

predeceiTors. He afterwards returned an anfwer to the Coun-

cil in writing, in which he informed them, thai he could

not receive an addrefs which contained indecent reBcaions

on his predeceffors, who had been tried and honourably ac-

quitted by the Privv Council, and their condua approved

by the Kino-. That he confidered the addrefs as an mlult

upon his Majedy, and the Lords of his Privy Council, and

an affront to himfelf. . ^

The Houfe of Reprefentatives, upon their meeting at ba- Tranfac-

lem, paffed a refolution, in which they declared the expe- tjons of

diency of a general meeting of committees from the feveral the houfe

colonies, and fpecified the purpofes which rendered .uchofrepre-

meeting neceffary. By another, they appointed five gen- enta-

tlemen, of thofe who had been the mofl remarkable in op- tives at

pofition, as a committee to reprefent that province. And by ^aiem.

a third, they voted the fum of 500I. to the faid committee,

to enable them to difcharge the important truft to which

they were appointed.
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As neither this appointment, nor difpofal of (he public

money, could be at all agreeable to the Governor, he ac-^

cordingly refufed his concurrence to the latter; upon which
the ailembly paiTed a refolution, to recommend to the feve-

rai towns and diilri^^s within the province, to raife the faid

500I. by equitable proportions, accoiding to the laft provin-

cial tax. A recommendation, which, at piefent, had all

the force of a law.

The Aflembly forefeeing that their difToiutlGn was at hand,

were determined to give the people a public teflimony of
their opinions, and under the title of recommendations to

prefcribe rules fcr their conduct, which they knew would be

more pun6.ually complied with, than the po{itive injun6ti-

ons of laws. 1 hey accordingly paffed a declaratory refolu-

tion, expreffive of their fenfe of the ftate of public affairs,

and of the defigns of government, in which they advanced,

that they, with the other American colonies, had long been
llruggling under the heavy hand of power ; and that their

dutiful petitions for the redrefs of intolerable grievances had
not only been difregarded, but that the defign totally to al^

ter the free conRituticn and civil government in Britifh Ame-
rica, to eftablifh arbitrary governments, and to reduce the

inhabitants to flaverv, appeared more and more to be fixed

and determined. They then recommended in the ftrongtft

terms to the inhabitants of the province, totally to renounce

the confumption of India teas, and, as far as in them lay,

to difcontinue the ufe of all goods imported from the Eafl-

Indies and Great- Britain, until the public grievances of A-
merica fliould be radically and totally redrefTed. And the

more fully to carry this efTential puipofe into efre6\, it was,

ffrongly recom.merded, that they fhould give every pofTible

encouragement to the manufa6lures of America.

Though the committee, that was appointed to conduct
this bufinefs, endeavoured to carry it on with the greatefl

privacy, the Governor, notwithflanding, obtained fome in-

telligence of it, and on the very day upon which ihey made
their report, he fent his Secretary to pronounce their imme-
diate difTolution. The Secretary, upon his arrival, finding

the door locked, fent the Houfe-mefTengcr to acquaint the

Speaker, that he had a mefTage from the Governor, and de-

fired admittance to deliver it. The Speaker, in feme time,

returned foranfwer, that he had acquainted the Houfe with
the mefTage, which he had received, and that their orders

were to keep the door faff. Upon this refufal of admittance
the Secretary caufed proclamation to be made upon the

flairs^
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flairs, of the dinolution of the General Affembly. Such June 17.

was the iffae oi the final conteft between the Governor ot J774-

Mvifiachulctt's Bay, and the lad AfK-iTibiy which was holden "^^"^—

'

in that province, upon the principles of its charter. uT
The day after the diffclLition of the Affembly, a mod pa- ^^"^J ^

thetic, but at the fame time firm and manly addrefs, was

prelented from, the merchants and freeholders of the town Addrefs

of Salem to the Governor. We cannot forget, that this
^''^^" "^"^

town was now become the temporary capital of the pro- J^^"
vince, in the p!aceof Bofton ; and that the General Affem- ^ ^'"'

bly, the Courts of Juftice, the Culrom-houfe, and, fo far

as it could be done by power, the trade of that were remo-

ved thither ; lo that they v^-q'cq already in pofTeffion of a

principal fliare of thoie fpoils, which it was iuppofed would

have efFeflually influenced the condu£l of that people, and

thereby have bred fuch incurable envy, jealoufy and animo-

fity, between the gainers and fuiTerers, that the retra^lory

capital finding herfelf abandoned, and being left alone to ru-

minate upon her forlorn fituation, would foon be reclaimed,

and brought to as full a fenfe of her duty, as of her puniih

ment.

Whether this opinion was founded upon a thorough know-
ledge of human nature in general, or took its rife from par-

ticular inftances, which were extended in fpeculation to the

whole, may perhaps, in a certain degree, be determined

from the following generous fentiments of the inhabitants

of Salem. They fay, *' We are deeply afBi6ted Vv'ith a

fenfe of our public calamities ; but the miferies that are now
rapidly haftening on our brethren in the capital of the pro-

vip.ce, greatly excite our commiferation ; and we hope your

Excellency will ufe ycur endeavours to prevent a further ac-

cumulation of evils on that already forely diflreffed people."
** By fliutting up the port of Bofton, fome imagine

that the courfe of trade may be turned hither, and to our

benefit ; but nature, in the formation of our harbour, for-

bids our becoming rivals in commerce with that convenient

mart. And were it otherwife, we mufl be dead to every

idea of juftice, loft to all feelings of humanity, could we
indulge one thought to feize on wealth, and raife our for-

tunes on the ruin of our fuffering neighbours."

This whole addrefs is remarkable for the propriety with

which it is conducted, and the juflnefs of its fentiments.

They treat the governor with the higheft rcfpe6l:, and hope
much from his general chara<9:er, as well as from his con-

duQ: in a former government ; they exprefs the ftrongeft at-

tachment
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1774. tachment to the mother country, the deepeft concern for

w-v-^ the prefent unhappy troubles, and the moil: fervent wifhes

for a fpeedy and happy reconcihation, to obtain which, they

are wiirmo; to facrlBce every thing, compatible v^ith the

fafety of Britiih fubjeds.

The general had formed conTiderable hopes upon the con-

du£t of the merchants; who he expe6ted would have en-

tered into the fpirit of the late law, and by removing their

commerce along wiih the Cuilom-houfe to Salem, have

tliereby the foorer induced the capital to the compliances

vvhicJi were wiflied by government. In thefe expe6lations

he was difappointed. '

It is probable, that the merchants

thought it fit and neceiTary to keep fair with government,

iird m general difapproved of all violences ; but it Teems

evident, that they did notenter heartily into the new mea-
fures It feems alfo probable, that he believed the friends

of the fyflem of government novv adopted, to be flronger

2nd more numerous than they really were. An experiment

was however made, v/hich fet this matter in a clear light.

The friends of government attended a town-meeting at Bof-

fcn, and attempted to pafs refoluiions for the payment of

the tea, and for diffolving the committee of correfpondence
;

but they found themfelves lofl in a prodigious majority ; and

had no other refource, than the drawing up of a protell

againd the proceedings cf that afiembly.

In the mean time, rough-draushts cf the two remaining

bills relative to the province of Mafiiichufeti's-Bay, as well

as of that for quarteririg the troops in America, all of which

were in agitation in England, at the titne that the lad fliips

failed from thence, were received, and immediately circula-

Genera! ted throughout the continent. The knowledge of thefe

ten)per bills, filled up whatever was wanting before, of violence

aiui dif- and indignation in mod of the colonies. Even thofe who
pTirion v^tre moderate, or feemed wavering, now became fanguine.

of the The idea of fhutting up the ports, became common Ian-

people guap^e, and to be confidered as a matter of necedity. No-
thro'jga-

j[-jjp^ ^^5 fQ be heard of but meetings and refolutlons. Li-
out the

beral contributions for the relief of their didrelTed brethren
CwR men

^^ Bodon, were every where recommended, and foon re-

duced into praBice. Num^berlefs letters w^ere written from

towns, didri6ts, and provinces, to the people of Bodon, in

which, befides every exprefTion of fympathy and tendernefs,

they were highly dattered for their pad conduQ:, and drong-

ly exhorted to a perfeverance in that virtue, which brought

en their fufferings.

The
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The people o'f America at this time, with refpecl to po- 1774.
litical opinions, might in genera! be divided into two great <--^'

—

*

t'alTes. Oi' thefe, one was For rufning headlong into the

greateft extremities ; they would pi^t an immediate dop to

trade, without waiting till otlier rneaiures were tried, or re-

ceiving the general fenfe oF tiie cclcnies upon a fubjeti: of

fuch alarming importance ; and though they were eai^cr For

the holding oF a congreFs, they would leave it nothing to do,

but to proFccute the violences which they had begun. The
other, iF leFs numerous, was not lels refpe£tal>}e, and though

more moderate, were perhaps equally fiim. The'e were

averFe to any violent meafures being adopted until all m.eans

were ineffeaucdly tried ; they wifl-ied Further applications ro

be made to G. Britain ; and the grievances they complained

of, with the rights which they claimed, to be clearly ilatcd,

and properly prefented. This, theyfaid, could only be done

effeciually by a general ccngrels, as in any 01 her manner it

might be liable to the cbje6iion oF being only the a<5t or a

i^w men, or of a particular colony. We, however, ac-

knowledge a third party, which were the friends to the ad-

miniuration in England, or more properly, thofe who did

r.ot totall) difapprove of its meafu'es ; but their dill fmall

voice was fo low, that except in a few particular places, it

could fcarcely be diftinguifhed.

The more violent, who had not patience to wait for the

lefult of a Congrefs, entered into other meaFures, An agree-

ment was Framed by the committee of correfpondenceat Bof-

ton, w^hich they entitled

—

^^ a Jolemn league ^^^^ ^^'^^^^^^^^i'' ^qIq,^,-^

wherein the Fubfcribers bound themfelves in the mod Foiemn ]g^p.,jg

manner, and in the prefence oF God, to fufpend a'l com mer-anifcove-
cial intercouffe with Great-Britain, from the lall day of the nant.

enfuing month ot AuguFb, until the Bofton Port-bill, and the

other late obnoxious laws were repealed, and the colony of

MaFTachufett's-Bay fully retlored 10 its chartered rights.

They alfo bound themfelves in the fame manner, not to con-

fume, or to purchafe from any other, any goods whatever,

which arrived after the fpecified time, and to break off all

commerce, trade and dealings, with any who did, as well as

with the importers of fuch goods. They renounced in the

fame manner, all future intcrcourfe and connection v/ith thofe

who fhould refufe to fubfcribe to that Covenant, or to bind

themfelves by fome fimilar agreenient, with the dangerous pe-

nalty annexed, of having their names publifhed to the world.

The Covenant, accompanied with a letter from the com-
mittee at Bofion, was circulated with the ufual activity, and

. •

'

the
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the people, not only in the New England governments, bu^

in the other provinces, entered into this new league with the

greatefl: eagernefs. It feems, however, that iimilar agree-

ments had been entered into about the lame time, in various

parts of the continent, and without any previous concert with

each other, any more than wiih thofc at Br.fton.

General Gage was much alarmed at this proceeding ; to

which its name, as well as its tendency, might poiTibly con-

tribute. He accordingly publillied a ilrong proclamation a-
June 29, ^j.-j^j^ jj.^ j^^ which it was filled an unlawful, hoftile, and
procla- traiterous combination, contrary to the allegiance due to the
mation a-

jj^jj^g^ deftrufitive of the lawful authority of the Britifh parlia-
gainit It.

j^^^pj.^ 3j^jj (^f fi^g peace, good order, and fafety of the com-

munity. Ail perfons were warned againil: incurring the pains

and penalties due to fuch aggravations and dangerous offences,

and all magillrates charcred to apprehend and fecure for trial,

fuch as fhould have any ihare in the publifhing, fubicribing,

aidin:?, or abetting the foregoing, or any fimilar covenant.

This proclamatiGS had no other efFe6: than to exercife the

pens and the judgment of thofe who were verfed in legal

knowledge, by endeavouring to fhew, that the affociation

did not come v^^ithin any of the treafon-laws, and that the

charsres made by the governor, were confequently erroneous,

unjuft, and highly injurious. They faid he had afTumed a

power, which the conftitution denied even to the fovereign,

the power of making thofe thirgs to be treafon, which were

not confidered as fuch by the laws ; that the people had a

right to affemble to confider of their common grievances, and

to form alTocialions for their general condu6t towards the re-

medy of thole grievances ; and that the proclamation was e-

qually arbitrary, odious, and illegal.

Meafures were row every where taken for the holding of

Meafures^ general congrefs ; and Philadelphia, from the convenience
relative ^^ j^g fituation, as well as its fecurity, was fixed upon as the
'^^^.^ -place, and the beginning of Sept. the time, for meeting.
"°'^''^'§

J

Where an affembly happened to be fitting, as in the cafe of

^^'^^^r. MafTachufett's-Eay, they appointed deputies to repiefent the
''^ "' province in the Congrefs. But as this happened to be the

cafe in very few inflances, the general m.ethod was, for the

people to ele<5t their ufual number of reprefentatives, and

thefe, at a general meeting, chofe deputies among themfelves

;

the number of which, in general, bore lome proportion to

the extent zv.d importance of the province ; two being the

leaCc, and feven the greateil number, that reprelented anv

colony. But whatever the number of reprefentatives were,

each colony had no more than a fingle vote. At
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At thefe county and provincial meetings, a number of lefo- i 774.
lutions were conllantly pafTed, among which a declaration '^—n^-*-'

that the Bofton Port-a6t was opprefTive, unjuft, and uncon- Refoluti-

llitutional in its principles, and dangerous to the liberties ofonspaf-^

America, was always among the foremoft. At Pinladelphia, ^'^'" '^^^"

a petition, figned by near 900 freeholders, was prefented to
^^^^"'^

JVIr. Penn, the Governor, intreating him to call a general P ^^^^'

affembly as foon as polTible. This requeil being refu'ed, the July jr

province proceeded to the election of deputies, who foon af-

ter met at Philadelphia. As the refolutions faffed at this

meeting, carry more the marks of cool and temperate delibe-

ration, as well as of affection to the mother country, than

thofe of many others, and are at the fame time equally firm

in the determination of fupporting what they thought their

rights, we Ihall be the more particular in our notice of them.

They fet out wiih the ftrongeft profeffions of duty and al-

legiance to the Sovereign, which could be well devifed ; and

declare their abhorrence of every idea, of an unccnflitutional

independence on the parent ftate ; upon which account, they

fay, that they view the late differences between G. Britain

and the colonics, with the deepefl: diflrefs and anxiety of mind,

as fruitlefs to her, grievous to them, and deftru6tive to the

bed interefts of both. They then, after expreffing the moft
ardent wifhes for a reformation of the former harmony, de-

clare that the coloniffs are entitled to the fame rights and li-

berties within the colonies^ that the fubje6ts born in England
are within that realm.

They reprobate, in the ftrongeO: terms, the late bills re-

lative to the province of Maffachufett's Bay, and declare,

that they confider their brethren at Bofton, as fuffering in

the common caufe of all the colonies. They alfo declare, the

abfclute neceffity of a Congress, to confult together,

and to form a general plan of conduct to be obferved by ail the

colonies, for the purpofes of procuring relief for their fuffer-

ing brethren, obtaining redrefs of their general grievances,

preventing future diffentions, firmly eftabliflimg their rights,

and the reftoration of harmony between Great-Britain and her

colonies upon a conditutional foundation.

They acknowledge, that a fufpenilon of the commerce of

that large trading province with Great-Britain, would great-

ly diftrefs multitudes of their induflrious inhabitants ; but de-

clare that they are ready to offer that facrifice, and a much
greater, for the prefervation of their liberties ; that, however,
in regard to the people of Great-Britain, as well as of their

own country, and in hopes that their jufl remonflrances might
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at length have effe<5i, it was their earneft dtTire, that the

Congrds iliould firil try the gentle mode of lUting their gri-

vances, and making a ftrm and decent claim of redrefs. They
conclude with warnir.g dealers not to raife the price of their

.

* menhandize beyond the ufual rates, on account of any refo-

lutions that inight be taken with refpe£t to importation; and
by a declaration, that, that province would break ofi all deal-

ing and commercial intercourfe whatfoever, v/ith any tow^n,

city or colony on the continent, or with any individuals in

them, who ihould refufe, decline, or negle6l to adopt and
carry into execution fuch general plan as (1-iOuld be agreed up-
on m the Congrefs.

Au^. i{^. ^^ ^ meeting of the delegates of the feveral counties of Vir-
ginia at Wllliam.fburgh, which lafted for fix days, befides

profeillons of alle giance and loyalty, of regard and affe<i:l:ion

for their fellow-fubjetts in Great- Britain, equally ftrongly ex-

preffed with thofe which we have mentioned, and feveral re-

foluiions in common with the other colonies, they pafTed o-

thers which were peculiar, and confidering the (late and cir-

cumftances of that province, with its immediate dependence

on the mother country for the difpofal of its only ftaple com-
modity, muft be confidered very deferving of attention, be-

cause ftrongly indicating the true fpirit of that people.

Among thefe, they refoived not topurchafe any more flaves

from Africa, the Well-Indies, or any other place ; that their

jrjn-impQrtation agreement (which had been early entered into)

ihould take place on the firfl of the following November ;—
that if the American grievances were not redreffed by the loih

of Auguil 1775^ ^^^y vvcjuld export, after that ti;T;e, no to-

bacco, or any other goods vvhateverj to Gieat-Britain ; and

to render this laO: refolution the more efFe6tual, they ftrongly

recommended the cultivation of fuch articles of liufljandry,

iiiilead of tobacco, as may foim a proper bafis tor manuiac-

inres of all forts ; and particularly to improve the breed of

thcT n^eep, to multiply them, and to kill as few cf them as

pcfilble. They alfo refoived to declare thofe enen^les to their

country, v/ho fhould break through the Non-importation re-

folution. The people of Mary-land, the other great tobacco

colony, were not behind hand with thofe cf Viiginia in their

determinations ; and the two Carolinas, whofc exillcrce fcem-

cd (o depend upon their exportation, were by no means a-

inong the leaft violent.

Thus the Bofton Port-bill and itscompanions bad even ex-

ceeded the prognoflicauons of their moft violent opponents.

They had raifed a fiame from one end to the oilier cf the con-

tinent
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tirent of America, and united all the old colonies in one corri- 1 774-
nion caule. A fimilar language was every where held ; or *--%--*«/

if there was any difference in the language, the nieaiures that

were adopted were every where directed to the lame obje^.

They all agreed in the main point?, of holding a Congrefs,

of not fubmittlng to the payment of any internal laxes, that

were not, as ufual, impofcd by their own affembhes, and of

lliipcnding all commerce with the mother country, until the

Ameiic^n grievances in general, and thoie of MafTachufeti's

Bay in particular, were hilly redreffed.

The people, as is always the cafe, were^ from circum-

ftances or temper, more or lefs violent in different places ;

but the refolution as to the great objefil: of debate, the,point

of taxation, was every where the fame, and the moft mode-
rate, even at New- York, feemed determined to endure any
€vils, rather than fubmit to that. At New/port, in Rhode
llland, the flame burned higher than in fome other places ;

an inflammatory paper was there publitlied, with a motto
in capitals,—*' JOIN or DIE;"— in this piece the Hate of

Bofton was repreiented as a fiege, and as a direct and hoflile

invafion of all the colonies ;
** the generals of defpotiim, (jt

** fays) are now drawing the lines of circumvallation around
*' our bulwarks of liberty; and nothing but unity, refolution,

*' and perfeverance can fave ourfelves and our poflerity from
*' what is worfe than death,

—

flavery.'''*

What rendered this ftate of affairs the more dangerous,

was, that it did not arife froni the difcontent of a turbulei £

or oppreffed nobility, where, bv bringing over a few of the

leaders, the refl: muft follow of courfe, or perful only to their

ruin ; nor did it depend upon the refolution or perfeverance of

a body of merchants and dealers, where every man, habitu-

ally (ludious of his immediate intereft, would tremDle at the

thought of thofe confequences, which might effentially affe6t

it ; and where a few lucrative jobs or contracts, p'operly ap-

plied, would fplit them into numberlefs factions ; on the con-

trary, in this infl:ance, the great force of the oppofjtion to

government, confiflied in theland-holders throughout America.

The Britiih lands, in that vaft continent, are generally por-

tioned out in numberleis fm.all freeholds, and afford that me-
diocrity of condition to the poffelfors, which is fufficient to

raife ftrong bodies and vigorous minds ; but feldom that iuper-

abundance, which proves fo fatal to both in old and refined

countries. The American freeholders, at prefent, aie nerir

ly, in point of condition, what the Engliih yeomen were
of old, v/hen they rendered us formidable to all Europe, and

our
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our name clebrated throughout the world. The former,

from many obvious circumftances, are more enthufiaftical lo-

vers of liberty, than even cur yeomen were. Such a body

was too numerous lo be bribed, and too bold to be defpifed

Without great danger.

Addrefs I" ^^'^ untoward {late of public affairs. General Gage had

from the the conlolation to receive a congratulatory addrels from the

jullices Juifices of the Peace of Plymouth county, affembled at their

cf Ply- general lefTions, in which, befides the cudomary compliments,
mouth they expreiled great concern at feeing that tfie inhabitants of
county, fome towns, influenced by certain perfons, calling themfelves

committees of correfpondence, and encouraged by fome,

whofe bufinefs it was, as preachers of the Gofpel, to incul-

cate principles of loyalty and obedience to the laws, entering

into a league, calculated to encreafe the difpleafureof the fo-

vereign, to exafperate the parent country, and to interrupt the

harmony of fociety. A protefl: was alfo pafled by feveral

gentlemen of the county of Worcefter, againft all riotous dif-

orders, and feditious practices. Thefe efforts had however

no other effefl, than probably to lead the governor as well as

adminiftration into an erroneous opinion, as to the flrength

and number <.f the friends of government in that province.

Though liberal contributions were raifedin the different co-

lonies for the relief of the fuffering inhabitants of Bofton ;

yet it may be eafily conceived, that in a town, containing a-

bcve 20,000 inhabitants, who had always fubilfled by com-
merce, and the feveral trades and kinds of bufmefs fubfervi-

ent to it, and where the maintenance of numberlefs families

depend merely upon locality, the cutting off of that grand

fource cf their employment and fubfUlence, mufl, notwith-

ftanding any temporary relief, occafion great and numerous

diilrcffes. E-ven the rich were not exempt from this general

calamity, as a very great part of their property confifled in

wharfs, ware-houfes, Iheds, and all thofe numerous erredi-

on^, which are deilined to the purpofes of commerce in a great

tradmg pnrt, and were no longer of any value.

They, however, bore their misfortunes with a wonderful

conftancy, and met with a general fympathy and tendernefs,

which much confirmed their refoluiion. TheT neighbours,

the merchants and inhabitants of the town and port of Marble-

head, v\ ho were among thofe that were to profit the moflby
their ruin, inflead of endeavouring to reap the fruits of their

calamity, fent them a generous offer of the ufe cf their

(lores and wharfs, of attending to the lading and unlading

of their goods, and of tranfaCting all the bufinefs they (hould

do
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do at their port, without putting them to the fmalleft ex-

pence ; but they at the fame time exhorted them to perfe-

vere in that patience and refoiution, which had ever been

their charafitcriftic.

Soon after the General's arrival in his government, two Uneafi-

regimentsof foot, with a fmall detachment of the artillery, nefs ex-

and fome cannon, were landed at Bofton, and encamped on ^'^^d by

the common, which lies within the Peninfula on which the ^"^ ^'"''^"

town ftands. Thefe troops were by degrees reinforced by ^^ ^^"^

the arrival of feveral regiments from Ireland, New- York, ^^®°P^'

Halifax, and at length from Quebec. It mav be eafily con-

ceived, that the arrival and ftation of thefe troops, was far

from being agreeable to the inhabitants ; nor was the jea-

loufy in any degree lefs, in the minds of their neighbours of

the furrounding counties. This diffatisfacStion was further

increafed by the placing of a guard at Bofton Neck
; (which

is the narrow ifthmus that joins the Peninfula to the conti-

nent), a meafure of which the frequent defertion of the fol-

diers was either the caufe, or the pretext.

In this ftate, a trifling circumftance gave the people of
Bofton a full earneft of the fupport they might exped from
the country in cafe of extremity, and an opportunity of

knowing the general temper of the people. A report had p /-

been fpread, perhaps induftrioufly, that a regiment pofted alarm
at the neck, had cut off all communication with the country,

in order to ftarve the town into a compliance with any mea-
fures that might be propofed to them Upon this vague re-

port, a large body of the inhabitants of the county of Wor-
cefter immediately alTembled, and difpaiohed two melTen-

gers exprefs to Bofton, to difcover the truth of the intelli-

gence. Thefe envoys informed the town, that if the report:

had been true, there were feveral thoufand :irmed men, rea-

dy to have marched to their afTiftance ; and told them fur-

ther, that they were commifhoned to acquaint them, that

even though they might be difpoied to a furrender ot their

hberties, the people of the country would not think them-

felves at all included in their a6f . That by the late a6ts of

the Britifh parliament, and the bills which w^re pending

therein, when the laft intelligence was received, their char-

ter was utterly vacated ; and that the tompa6l between

Great-Britain and the colony being thus diffolved, they were

at full liberty to combine together in what manner and form

they thought beft for mutual fecuritv.

Not long after the governor iffued a proclamation for Procla-

the encouragement of piety and virtue, and for the prevent- nations
^

D ingforthe
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1774. ing and punilhing of vice, prophanenefs, and immorality.

Aug 4. This proclamation, which was avowedly in imitation of that
^^"^^^-' iff^ed by his majefty upon his accelTion, feems, l;ke mod:

encour- a8:s of government about this time, to have been wrong
agement placed, and ill-timed. The people of that province had
of piety always been fcofFed at, and reproached by their enemies, as

^
c!^~

^^^^ ^^ ^y '^<^^^ o^ loofer manners, for a ph^irifaical attention
"^'

' to outward forms, and to the appearances of religious piety

and virtue. It is fcarcely worth an obfervation, that neither

proclamations or laws can reach farther than external appear-

ances. But in this proclamation '* Hypocriiy" being infeit-

ed among the immoralities, againft which the people were
warned, it Teemed as if an acl of ftate were turned into a

libel on the people ; and this infult exafperated greatly the

rage of minds already fufficiently difcontented.

^ Along with the new laws, which did not arrive till the be-

cou!»feI- S^^^^"? <^f Auguft, Governor Gage received a lifl of 36 new

|yj.g^jj^f.
counfellors, who in conform/ity to the new regulations of

en. them, were appointed by the crown, contrary to the method
prefcribed by the charter, of their being chofen by the re-

prefentatives in each aflembly. Of thefe gentlemen, about

24 accepted the office, which was a fufficient number to car-

ry on the bufinefs of government, until a frefli nomination

fliould arrive for filling up the vacancies.

Hoftile Matters were now, however, unfortunately tending to

appear- that crifis, which was to put an end to all eftablifhed go-

ances. vernment in the province. The people in the different coun-

ties became every day more outrageous, and every thing

boie the femblance of refiftance and u^ar ; in Berkfhire and
WorceCler counties in particular, nothing was to be feen

or heard of, but the purchafing and providing of arms, the

procuring of ammunition, the calling of balls, and all ihofe

other preparations, which teftify the moft immediate dan-

ger, and determined refiftance. All thofe, who accepted of

offices urder the new laws, or prepared to aft in conformity

with them, were every where declared to be enemies to their

country, and threatersed with all the confequences due to

fuch a character. 7 he people of Connedicut, looking up-

on the fate of their neighbouring colony to be only a prelude

to their own, even exceeded them in violence.

|vjg^ The new judges were rendered every where incapable of

judg-^s proceeding in their office. Upon opening the courts, the

irxapable^^^^^ ^"^ P^^ty j^^ii^s throughout the whole province, una-

of ailing nimcufiy refufed to be fworn, or to a<5t in any manner, un-

der the new judges, and the new laws. The ading other-

wife
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wife was deemed To heinous, that the clerks of the courts

found it neceffary to acknowledge their contrition in the

public papers, for iffuing the warrants by which the juries

were fummoned to attend, and not only to declare, that let

the confequences be what they may, they would not a6t fo

again ; but that, they had not confidered what they were
doing, and that if their countrymen fhould forgive them,

they could never forgive themfelves for the fault they had

committed. At Great Barrington, and fome other places,

the people affembled in numerous bodies, and filled the

court-houfe and avenues in fuch a manner, that neither the

judges nor their officers could obtain entrance ; and upon the

fiierifF's commanding them to make way for the court; they

anfwered, that they knew no court, nor other eftablilhment,

independent of the ancient laws and ufages of their country,

and to none other would they fubmit, or give way upon any

terms.

The new counfellors were ftill more unfortunate than the j^g^
judges. Their houfes were furrounded by great bodies of counfel-

the people, who fbon difcovered by their countenance and lors com-
temper, that they had no other alternative than to fubmit to pelled to

a renunciation of their offices, or to fufFer all the fury of renounce

an enraged populace. Moll: of them fubmitted to the for- their offi-

mer condition ; fome had the fortune to be in Bofton, and ces.

thereby evaded the danger, while others, with great rifque,

were purfued and hunted in their efcape thither, with threats

of deftru6lion to their houfes and eftates.

The old conftitution being taken away by aft of parlia-

ment, and the new one being rejected by the people, an end

was put to all forms of law and government in the province

of MafTachufett's-Bay ; and the people were reduced to that

ftate of anarchy, in which mankind are fuppofed to have ex-

ifted in the earlieft ages. The degree of order, however,

which, by the general concurrence of the people, was pre-

ferved in this fiate of anarchy, will for ever excite the afto-

nifhment of mankind, and continue among the ftrongeft

proofs of the efficacy of long eftablifhed habits, and of a

conftant fubmiffion to laws. Excepting the general oppofi-

tion to a new government, and the excefles arifing from it,

in the outrages offered to particular perfons who were upon

that account obnoxious to the people, no other very confi-

derable marks appeared of the cefTation of law or of go-

vernment.

In the mean time, General Gage thought it neceflary, for

the fafety of the troops, as v/ell as to fecure the important

D 2 poft
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and town of Bofton, to fortify the neck of land, which af-

forded the only communication, except by water, between

_ that town and the continent. This meafure, however ne-

cellary, could not but increafe the jealoufy, fufpicion, and
ill blood, which were already fo prevalent ; but was foon

fucceeded by another, that ftill excited a greater alarm. The
,
feiifon of the year was now arrived for the annual mufter of

the militia ; and the general, having probably fome fufpici-

on of their condu6l when aflembled, or, as they pretended,

being urged thereunto by thofe fecret advifers and tale-bear-

ers, to whofe infidious arts, and falfe information, for a long

time part, as well as the prefent, the Americans attributed

all their own calamities, and the troubles that had arifen be-

. tween both countries; however it was, he feized upon the

ammunition and (lores, which were lodged in the provincial

. arfenal at Cambridge, and had them brought to Bcflon.

He alfo, at the fame time, feized upon the powder which

was lodged in the magazines at Charles-Town, and fome
ether places, being partly private property, and partly pro-

vincial.

This excited the moft violent and univ^erfal ftrment that

had yet been known. The people affembled to the amount

of feveral thoufands, and it was with the greateft difficulty,

that fome of the more moderate and leading gentlemen of

the country were able to reflrain them from marching di-

re6tly to Bofton, there to demand a delivery of the powder

and ftores, and in cafe of refufal to attack the troops. A
falfe report having been intentionally fpread, about the fame

time, and extended to Connedicut, in order, probably, to

tjy the temper of that province, that the fliirs and troops

had attacked the town of Bofton, and were then firing upon

it, when the pretended bearers of the news had come away,

feveral thoufands of thofe people immediately aflembled in

arms, and marched, with great expedition, a confiderable

diftance, to the relief, as they fuppofed, of their fuffering

neighbours, before they were convinced of the miftake.

About this time, the governor's company cf cadets, con-

fifting wholly of gentlemen of Bcfton, and of fuch, in ge-

neral, as had always been well affeded to government, dif-

bandefl themfelves, and returned to the ger.e ral the ftandard,

with which, according to cuftom, he had prefented them

upon his arrival. This flight to ihc governor, and apparent

difrelifh to the new government, proceeded immediately

from his having taken away Mr. Hancock's commiflion,

who was the colonel of that corps. A Colonel A4urray of

the
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the militia, having accepted a feat in the new council, 24 1774.
officers cf his regiment refigned their commiffions in ore v-—-v^O

day ; fo general was the fpirit which was now gone forlh.

The late meafurc of leizing the powder, as well as the

fortifications which were ere£ling on Bofton-neck, occafion-

ed the holding of an affem.bly of delegates, from all the

towns of the county of Suffolk, of which Boflon is the

county town and capital. In this affem.bly a great number g^^div
of refolutions were paffed, fome of which militated more refuiuti-

flrongly wii:h the authority of the new legiflature, than any ons p.'.lf-

that had yet appeared. They are, however, introduced by ed by the

a declaration of allegiance ; but they alfo declare it to be delegates

their duty, by all lawFul means to defend their civil and reli- of the

gious rights and libeities; that the late a6ts are grofs infraSi- ^o^^'yo^

ons of thofe rights ; and that no obedience is due from that ^"'Toik.

province to either, or any part of thofe a6ts ; but that they

ought to be rejefled as the wicked attempts of an abandoned
adminiffration toeftablifh a defpotic government. They en-

gaged that the county fhould fupport and bear harmlefs all

iheriffs, jurors, and other perfons who fliould fuffer profecu-

tion for not a6iing under the prefent unconftituticnal judges,

or carrying into execution any orders of their courts ; and

lefolved, that thofe who had accepted feats at the council-

board, had violated the duty they owed to their country
;

and that if they did not vacate them within a fhort limited

time they fhould be confidcred as obftinate and incorrigible

enemies to their country.

They alfo pafTed refolutions againll the fortifications at

Boffon-neck ; the Quebec bill ; for the fufpcnfion of com-
merce ; for the encouragement of arts and manufactures;

for the holding of a provincial congrefs ; and to pay all due
refpett and fubmiilion to the meafures which fliould be re-

commended by the Continental Congrefs. They recom-

mended to the people to perfeft themfelves in the art of war
;

and for that purpofe, that the militia fhould appear under

arms once every week. That, as it had been reported, that

feveral gentlemen who had rendered themfelves confpicuous

by contending for the violated rights of their country, were

to be apprehended, in cafe fo audacious a meafure fnould be

carried into execution, they recommend, that all the officers

of fo tyrannical a government, fhould be feized, and kept

in fafe cuilody, until the former werereffored to their friends

and families.

Then followed a recommendation, which, in the prefent

flate of things, amounted to a peremptory command, to

the
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the collegers of the taxes, and all other receivers and hold-

ers of the public money, not to pay it as ufual to the trea-

furer ; but to detain it in their hands, until the civil go-

vernment of the province was placed on a conflitutional

foundation ; or until it fliould be otherwife ordered by the

Provincial Congrefs. They, however, declare, that not-

withftanding the many infuUs and oppreflions which they
moft lenfibly feel and refent, they are determined to a6t

merely on the defenfive, fo long as fuch condu6l may be

vindicated by realon, and the principles of felf-prefervation.

They conclude by exhorting the people to reflrain their

refentments, to avoid all riots and diforderly proceedings, as

being deftruQive of all good government ; and by a fteady,

manly, uniform, and perfevering oppofition, to convince

their enemies, that, in a conteft fo important, in a caufe fo

folemn, their condu^Jhould be fuch as to merit the approbation

of the wife, and the admiration of the brave andfree, of every

age, and of every country.

^^ t They then appointed a committee to wait upon the gover-
"^ '" *nor, with a remonftrance agaiiift the fortifying of Bodon-

Remon- neck ; in which they declare, that though the loyal people
lirance. of that county think themfelves oppreffed by fome late a8:s

of the Britifli parliament, and are refolved, by divine afpfi-

ance, never to fubmit to them, they have no inclination to

commence war with his majefty's trcops. They impute

the prefent extraordinary ferment in the minds of the people,

•befides the new fortification, to the feizing of the powder,

to the planting of cannon on the Neck, and to the infults

and abufe offered to pafTengers by the foldiers, in which,

they fay, they have been encouraged by fome of the offi-

cers ; and conclude, by declaring, that nothing lefs than a

removal or redrefs of thofe grievances, can place the inha-

bitants of the county in that fituation of peace and tranqui-

lity, which every free fubj eft ought to enjoy. In this ad-

drefs they totally difclaimed every wifh and idea of indepen-

dency, and attributed all the prefent troubles to mifinforma-

tion at home» and the finifler defigns of particular perfons.

To this addrefs General Gage anfwered, that he had no

Anfwer. intention to prevent the free egrefs and regrefs of any per-t

fon to and from the town of Boflon ; that he would fufFer

none under his command to injure the perfon or property of

any of his majefly's fubjeds ; but that it was his duty to

preferve the peace, and to prevent furprizc ; and that no
ufe would be made of the cannon, unlefs their hoftile pro^

ccedings fhould render it necefVary.

Before
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Before public aflPairs had arrived at their prefent alarming i774-

ftate, the governor, by the advice of the new council, ha-d ^^—^--'

iffued writs for the holding of a general affembly, which was Writsfor
to meet in the beginning of Oftober ; but the event'- that af- holdirg

terwards took place, and the heat and violence which e- a general

very where prevailed, together v^ith the resignation of fo affembly

great a number of the ntw mandamus counfellors, as depriv- counter-

ed the fmail remainder of all efficacy, m.ade him think it ex- manded

pedient to countermand the writs by a proclamation, and to by pro-

defer the holding of the affembly to a fitter feafon. The le-
clamati-

gality ol this proclamation was called in queftion, and the elec-
^"*

tions every where took place without regard to it. The new
members accordingly met at Salem, purfuant to the precepts ; Ot5l. i ith

brit having waited a day, without the governor, or any fub-

fritute for him attending, to adminifter the oaths, and open
J,

^^~

the feffion, they voted themfelves into a provincial Congrefs, ^.

to be joined by fuch others as had b^en, or fhould be ele6led
^^^^^

for that purpofe ; after which, Mr. Hancock, fo obnoxious noiwith-
to the governor's party, was chofen chairman, and they ad- {tanQin-*

journed to the town of Concord, about 20 miles from Bofton. at Salem;

Among their ^arlieid proceedings, they appointed a com- vote

mittee to wait upon the governor with a remonllrance, in them-

which they apologized for their prefent meeting, by repre- felves in-

fcnting, that the d.ftreffed and miferable ftate of the colony, toa pio-

had rendered it indifpenfably neceffary to coUett the wifdom vincial

of the province by their delegates in that Congrefs ; thereby corgrels,

to concert fome adequate remedy to prevent impending ruin, ^

and to provide for the public fafery. They then exprefs the Jj^"^" ^

j^rievous apprthenfions of the people from the meafures now ,- ^
purfuing. They affert, that even the rigour of the Boltcn

^^^.^

port bill is exceeded, by the manner in which it was carried

into execution. They complain of the late laws, calculated Remon-

not only to abridge the people of their rights, but to licenfe ^'^^^'^ce

murders ; of the number of trcops in the capital, which were ^^'^. ?

daily increafjng by new accefficns drawn from every part of PJ°^^"

the continent ; together with the formidable and hoftile r
.

preparations at Boilon-neck; all tending to endanger the lives,
°

liberties, and properties, not only of the people of Boffon,

but of the province in general. They conclude by adjuring

the general, as he regards his Majefty's honour and intereft,

the dignity and happinefs of the empire, and the peace and

welfare of the province, to defift immediately from the con-

flrudion of the fortrefs at the entrance into Boflon, and to

leftors that pafs to its natural fla:e.

The
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1774. The general was involved In fome difficulty in giving them

^^^v—^ an anfwer, as he couid not acknowledge the legality of their

Gover- afTembling. The necefilty of the times however prevailed,

nor'san- He exprclfed great indignation that an idea fhould be formed,
fwer. that the lives, liberties or property of any people, except a^

vowed enemies, Ihould be in danger from Englifh troops.

—

Britain, he fuid, could never harbour the black defign of

'wantonly dellroying or enllaving any people ; and notwith^

(landing the enmity (hewn to the troops, by withholding

from them almoR- every necefiary for their prefervation, they

had not yet dilcovered the refcntment which might judly be

expe6^ed to arife from fuch hoflile treatment. He reminded
the Congrefs, that while they complain of alterations made
in their charter by a6ls of parliament, they are themfelves,

by their prefent afiembling, lubverting that charter, and now
a6ting in dired violation of their own conftitution; he there-

fore warned them of the rocks they were upon, and to dtfift

from fuch illegal and unconftitutional proceedings. By this

tim.e Bcflon was become the place of reluge to all thofe friends

of the new government, who thought it necefTary to pcrfe-

vere in avowing tlieir fentiments. The comimiilloners of the

cuftoms, with all their officers, had alfo thought it neceffary,

towards the concluficn of the preceding month, to abandon
their hicad-CjUarters at Salem, and to remove the apparatus of
a cuftom-houfe, to a place which an a6t of parliament had
profcribed from all trade. 1 bus the new zGis of parliament

on one hand, and the refiftance of the people on the other,

equally joined to annihilate all appearance of government,
legiflation, judicial proceedings, and commercial regulations.

Upon the approach of winter, the general had ordered tem-
porary barracks to be erefted for the troops, partly, perhaps,

for fafety, and partly to prevent the difordeis and mifchiefs,

which, in the prefent flate and tem.per of both, miUll: he the

unavoidable confequences of their being quartered upon the
inliabitants. Such, however, was the diflike to their be-p

ing provided for in any manner, that the fele6t-men and the

committees obliged the workmen to quit their employment,
though the money for their labour would have been paid by
the crowm. The general had as little fuccefs in endeavouring
to procure carpenters from New-York, fo that it was with
the greatefl: difficulty he could get thofe temporary lodgments
ere£ted

; and having endeavoured alfo to procure fome win-
ter covering from the latter city, the offer to purchafe it was
prefented to every merchant there, who to a man refufed com-
plying with any part of the prder, and returned for anfwer,

*< That
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** That they never would fupp'.y any article for the benefit 1774.
** of men who were fent as enemies to their country." v-^-v—-/

Every thing now tended to increafe the mutual apprehenfi- State of

on, diitrull:, and animofity between government and the peo- affairs at

p!e. Thofe of Bf-flon, either were, or preiended to be, un- l^oA^^^n.

der continual terrt-r, horn the apprthenfions of immediate

danger, to their properties, liberties, and even their hves.

They were in the hands of an armed force, whom they ab-

horred, and who equally deteftcd them. The fcldiers, on

the other hand, conHdered themfelves in the mirill of enerwies,

and were equ;4lly apprehenfive of danger from within and

without. Each fide profttred the befl intentions in the world

for itfe!f, and (liewed the greatell; tufplcion of the other. In

this ftate of doubt and profelllon, things were rendered fliU

worfe, by a meafiir^, which did rot feem of lufticient impor-

tance in its confequences, to juftify its being hazarded at (0

critical a feafon. This was the binding ot a detachment of

failors by night, from the fliips oi war in the harbour, who
fpiked up all the cannon upon one of the principal batteries be-

loni^ing to the town.

In the meantim.e the Provincial Congrefs, notwithfr^.nding p^rther
the cautions given, and dangers held out by the governor, not proceed-
only continued their alTembly, but their refolutions having ac- ing? of
quired, from the dirpofition and promptitude of the people, the pro-

ail the weight' and efficacy of laws, they feemed to have vincial

founded in eftt6t fcmething like a new and indcpendejit go- congrefs.

vei'nment. Under the flyle of recommendation and advice,

they fettled the militia ; and regulated the public treafures
;

and they provided arms. They appointed a day of public

thankfgiving, on which, among the other enumerated bleff-

ings, a particular acknowledgement was to be made to th.e Al-

mighty, for the union which fo remarkably prevailed in ail

the colonies.

Thefe and fimilar meafure?, induced General Gage to iffue Nov. le,

a proclamation, in which, tho' the dire6i: terms are avoided, p, ,

• • r rocla~
they are charged with proceedings, which are generally under-

flood as nearly tantamount to tieafon and rebellion. The in-

habitants ol the province were accordingly, in the king's

name, prohibited from complying, in any degree, with the

requifitions, recommendations, directions, or refolvesof that

cnlavvful affembly.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

Rrfolutiom of the General Congrffs, held at Philadelphia^ and

opened 071 Monday the ^th of September, 1774.

DURING thefe tranfaSlions in the provirrce of Maflachu-

lett's-B^y, the twelve old colonies, including that whole
bepr. 5th extent of continent which ftretches from Nova-Scotia to
^"^—^^"^ Georgia, had appointed depuiies to attend the General Con-
General grefs, which was held at Philadelphia, and opened on Mon-
Congrefs day the 5th of September I 774. Such was the unhappy efte6t:

Iield at of the meafures purfaed, perhaps fomewhat too avowedly,
Philadel- ^^d for that reafon the lefs wifely, for reducing America by
phra. divifion, that thofe twelve colonies, claflTing in intereils, fre-

quently quarrelling about boundaries and many other fubje6ts,

differing in manners, cuftoms, religion, and forms of govern-

ment, with all the local prejudices, jealouiies, and averfions,

incident to neighbouring dates, were now led to afiemble by

their delegates in a general diet, and taught to feel their

\reight and importance in a common union. Whatever may
be the event, it was undoubtedly a dangerous experiment to

bring matters to this crifis.

.
Several of the colonies had given inRru6tions to their depu-

r^'J^'"^^? ties previous to their meeting in congrefs. In general, they

contained the firon2;eft profeiTions of loyalty and alleeri-
ons to r rr n.- r 1 ,

'
r /r- • ^ 1

fome of
^"^^ '" ai^et-tion tor me mother country ; ot conltitutional

ihe de- dependence on her; and of gratitude for benefits already re-

puties. ceived in that flate. They totally difclaimed every idea of in-

dependence, or ol fceking a feparation ; acknowledged the

prerogatives of the crown, and declared their readinefs and
vvillingnefs to fupport them with life and fortune, fo far as they

are warranted by the condiiution. The Peniyivanians, in

particular, declare that they view the prefent contefts with

the deepeil concern ; that perpetual love and union, an inter-

change of good office?, without the lead infra£t:ion of mutu-
al rights, ought ever to fubfiil: between the mother country
and them.

On the other hand, they were unaninnous in declaring, that

they never would give up tho'e rights and liberties which, as

they fay, defcended to them from their anceftors, and which,
they fay, they were bound by all lavvsj human and divine,

to
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to tranfm't whole and pare to their pofteriiy ; ihat they are 1774-
entitled fo all the rights and liberties of Briulh-born riibje6:s ; «—>--<«/

that the power la;e]y affumed by parliament is imjufl:, atid the

only caufe of all the prc{ent uneaflnefs ; and that the late atls

relpefting I he capital and province of MaiTachufett's-Bay,

are unconllitutional, opprefiive, and dangerous.

The inftru^ioris, however, of the feveral colonics that'

purfued that mode, differed confiderably from each other. In

lome great violence appeared. Others were more reafona-

bie. In fome nothing w;^s fpoken ot but their grievances.

Otliers prcpofed like wife terms en their part to be cfFered to

G. Britain. Such as an obedience to all the trade laws palled,

cr to be palTed, except fuch as were fpecified ; and the fettling

an annual revenue on the crow^n for public purpofes, and dif-

pofable by parliament. The deputies however were infiruc-

tedj that in thefe and all other points, they were to coincide

with the majority ot the Congrefs. This majority was to be

determined by reckoning the colonies, as having each a vote,

without regard to the number of deputies which it fhould

fend.

The debates and proceedings of the Congrefs were conduc-

ted with the greateft lecrecy, nor have any parts of them yet

tranfpired, but thofe which they thought proper to lay be-

fore the public. The number of delegates amounted to 51,

who reprefented the feveral Englifli colonies of New-Hamp-
(hire, MafTachufett's-Bay, Rhode-Jfland, and Providence

Plantations, Conne61:icut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penfvl-

vania, the lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,

Ts'orth-Carolina, and South Carolina.

The firft public a8: ofthe Congrefs was a declaratory refo- Sept. 17.

lution expreffive of their difpofition with refpe6l to the colo- aq c

ny of Maflachufett^s-Bay, and immediately intended to con- ^^^ Qon^
firm and encourage that people- In this they expreiled, in grefs.

the mofl pathetic terms, how deeply they felt the fufFerings

of their country-men in that province, under the operation, Appro-

they faid, of the late unjuft, cruel, and oppreffive aQ-S of the bation of

Britifh parliament ; they thoroughly approved of the wifdom ^^^ ^o"'

and fortitude with which their oppofition to thefe minifterial ^'J^^^^t

meafures had hitherto been conduced, as well as of the refo- ^ .^ ^^^~

lutions pafied, and meafures propofed, by the delegates of j.,'^

the county of Suffolk ; and earneilly recommended a perfeve-
ci,„fg*»',

ranee in the fame firm and temperate conducf, according to ^^^
the determinations of that affembly. This was immediately

publifhed, and tranfmitted to that province, accompanied

with an unanimous rcfolution, That contributions from all

the
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the colonies for fiipplying the neceflities, and alleviating the

diilrcffes cf their brethren at Bofton, ought to be continued

in Tuch manner, and fo long, as their occaficns may require.

j^ry' By the fubftquent rcfolutions of the Congrefs, they net

^^^ '"J-'orily rormaliy approve of the oppofition made by that pro-

\\ ,\ ^ vince to the latea8:s : but further declare, that it it fliould be
ed by the

, ,
• t

• •
i r n /»

^Q^j^j' attempted to be earned into execution by rorce, all America

buhofk. i^ould fupport it in that oppofition.—That if it be found ab-

folutely necefTary to remove the people of Bofton into the

Pvcfiluii- country, all America lliould contribute towards recompenfing
ons. them for the injury they might thereby fuflain.—They re-

commended to ihe inhabitants of Maffachufett's-Bay, to fub-

mit to a fufpenfion of the adminiftration of juftice, as it can-

not be procured in a legal manner under the rules of the

charter, until the efFe<5i; of the application of tlie Congrefs for

a repeal of thofe 2iQls, by which their charter rights are in-

fringed, is known.—And that every perfon who fhall accept,

or a6t: under, any com.m ffion or authority, derived from the

l-4te 2.6i of parliament, changing the form of government,

and violating the charter of that provin- e, ougl.t to be held

in deteilation, and confide red as the wicked tool of that ^t{-

potifm, which is preparing to deftroy thofe rights, which
God, Nature, and Compai^, hath given to America. They
befides recommended to the people of Bcflon and Maffachu-

fttt's-Bay, fcill to conduct themfelves peaceably towards the

general, and the troops ftationed at Bofton, fo far as it could

poiTibly confift with tlicir pre'ent fafety \ but that they fhould

firmily perfevere in the delenfive line of conduci which they

are now purfuing. The latter part of this inftiuciion evident-

ly alluded to and implied an approbation of the late refolutions

<^f the county of Suffolk, relative to the m.litia, and to the

arming of the people in general. 'l"he Congrefs conclude by

a refolution, that the tranfporting, or attempting to tranfport

any perfon beyond the fea, for the trial of onences commit-
ted in America, being againft law, will juftify, and ought to

meet with rtfiftance and reprifal.

Letter to
'^f'hefe refolutions being paiTed, the Congrefs wrote a let^

G. Gage. ^^'' ^^ General Gasre, in which, after repeating the complaints

which had been before repeatedly made by the town of Bof-

ton, and by the delegates of different counties in the province

of Mafiachufett's-Bay, they declare the determined refoluti-

on ot the colonies, to unite for the prefervation of their com-
mon rights, in oppofition to liie late a£ls of parliament, under
the execution of which the nnliappy people of that province

are cpprcfled ; that, in conUquence of their fcsitimer.ts upon

that
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that fubje^, the colonies had appointed them the guardians

of their rights and liberties, and tha^^ they ftlt the deepeH:

concern, that, whiiil: they were purfuing every dutiful and

peaceable mejifiire to piocure a cordial and tffesElaal reconci-

liation between Great-Britain and the colonies, his excellen-

cy fhould proceed in a manner that bore ^o hoftile an appear-

ance, and which even thofe opprefTive a8:s did net v/arrant.

Thev repre'ented the tendency this condii6t mufl have to ini-

tate and force a people, however well di'pofed to peaceable

ineafures, into hoftilities, which nriight prevent the endeavours

of the Con2;:ers to relfore a good underftanding with the pa-

rent flate, and involve them in the horrors of a Civil War.
In order to prevent thefe evils, and the people from being

driven to a ftate of defperation, being fully perfu.-ided of their

pacific difpofition towards the king's troops, if they could be

allured of their own fafety, they intreated, that the general

would difcontinue the fortifications in Bodon, prevent any fur-

ther invafions of private property, reftrain the irregularities

of the foldiers, and give orders that the communications be-

tween the town and country fnould be open, unmolefted, and

free.

The Congrefs alfo publifhed a Declaration of Righis, to Declara-

which, they fay, the Englifli colonies of North-America arc tion of

entitled, by the immutable laws of nature, the principles of rights.

the Englifh conftitution, and the feveral charters or compacts.

In the firfl of thefe are life, liberty, and property, a right

to the difpofal of any of which, without their confent, they

had never ceded to anv fovereip-n power whatever. That
their anceftors, at the time of their migration, were entitled

to all the righis, liberties, and immunities, of free and na-

tural born fubje6is ; and that by fuch emigration, they nei-

ther forfeited, furrendered, nor lod, any of thofe riorhts.

They then ftate, that the foundation of Englifh liberty, and

of all free government, is a right in the people to participate

in their legiflative council ; and proceed to fhew, that as the

colonies are not, and, from various caufes, cannot be repre-

fented in the Britifti parliament, they are entitled to a free

and exclufive power of legiflation in their feveral provincial

legiflatures, where their right of reprefentation can alone be

preferred, in all cafes of taxation and internal policy, fub-

je6t only to the negative of their fovereign, in fuch a man-
ner as had been heretofore ufed and accuftomed.

In order to qualify the extent of this demand of legifla-

tive power in their afiiemblies, which might feem to leave no

means of parliamentary interference .for hclding the colonies

TO
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1774. to the mother country, they declare that frotn the necelTuy

\-*-v—' oF thecaie, and a regard to the mutual intereft of both coun-

tries, they cheartully confent to the operation of fuch acts

ci the Britiih parliament, as are, bona fide, reftrained to

the regulation of their external commerce, for the purpofe

oF ftturing the commercial advantages of the whole empire

to the mother country, and the commercial benefits oi its

refpedive members, excluding every idea of taxation, in-

ternal or external, for raifmg a revenue on the fubjeds in

America, without their confent.

They alfo refolved, that the colonies are entitled to the

common law of England, and, more efpecially, to the great

and inef^imable privilege of being tried by their peers of the

vicinage. That they are entitled to the benefit of fuch of

the En^lifh ftatutes as exifted at the time of their coloniza-

tion, and which they have by experience found to be appli-

cable to their feveral local and other circumflances. That

they are likewife entitled to all the immunities and privileges,

granted and confirmed to them by royal charters, or fecured

by their feveral codes of provincial laws. That they have

a right to affemble peaceably, confider of their grievances,

and petition the king for redrefs; and that all profecutions,

and prohibitory proclamations for fo doing, are illegal. That

ihe keeping of a (landing army, in times of peace, in any

colony, without the confent of its legiflature, is contrary to

law. That it is efiential to the Englifh conftitution, that

the comlituent branches of the legiflature fhould be inde-

pendent of each other ; that therefore, the exercife of le-

f:iflative power, by a council appointed during pleaTure by

the crown, is unconilltucional, and deftruStive to the free-

dom of American legiflation.

They declared in behalf of themfelves and their conftitu-

ents, that they claimed, and infifted on the foregoing articles,

as their indubitable rights and liberties, which could net be

legally taken from them^ altered, or abridged, by any pow-
er whatever, without their own confent, by their reprefen-

tatives in their feveral provincial legiilatures. They then

enumerated the parts, or the whole, of eleven a8s of parli-

ament which had been paiTed in the prefent reign, and

which they declared to be infringements and violations of

the rights of the colonics ; and that the repeal of them was
eflentially necelTary, in order to reftore harmony between
Great-Britain and them. Among the a<Sfs of parliament

thus reprobated, was the Quebec bill, which had already

been the caufe of fo much difcuITion at home, and which
thev



Chap. IV. Civil War in AMERICA.
they termed, '* An aft for eflablifhing the Roman Catlio-
** lie religion in the province of Quebec, abolilhing the equi-
** table fyftem of Englifhlaws, and ere6ting a tyranny there ;"

to the great danger (as they allerted) from fo total a diiTimiU-

rity of religion, law, and government, of the neighbouring

Britifh colonies, by the alTillanceof whofe blood and treafarc

that country was conquered from France.

After fpecitying iheiir rights, and enumerating their griev-

ances, they declared, that to obtain redrefs of the latter,

which threatened deftru6l:ion to the lives, liberty, and pro-

perty of the per>ple of North-America, a non-importation,

non-confumption, and non-exportation, agreement, would

prove the moft fpeedy, effectual, and peaceable meafure ;

—

they accordmgly entered into an aiTociation, by which they AlTocIa-

bound themfelves, and of courfe their conftituent?, to the tion,

ftri6t obfervance of the following articles.— i. That after the . - ,

nrfl; of the following December, they v. ould import no Bri- '
'

""

tiih goods or merchandize whatfcever, nor any Eafl-India

tea, from any part of the world ; nor any of the produfts of

the Britiili Weft-India iflands ; nor v^ines from ?vladeira, or

the Weftern iflands ; nor foreign indigo.—— 2. That, after 2„

that day, they would wholly difcontinue the flave trade, and

neither hire veflels, nor fell commodities or manufactures to

any concerned in that trade. 3. That from the prefent

date, they will ufe no tea on which a duty had been or iliall ~ ""

be paid ; nor after the firft of March enfuing, any Eaft-India

tea whatever, nor any Britifh goods, imported after the firft

of December, except fuch as come under the rules and direc-

tions v^hich we fhall fee in the loth article. 4. By this ar- • 4,

tide, the non-exportation agreement is fu^'pended to the loth

of September, 1775 ; after which day, if the acts of parlia-

ment which they had before recited are not repealed^ all ex-

portation is to ceafe, except that of rice, to Europe. 5. -

""l he Brilipj merchants are exhorted not to Ihip goods in vio-

lation of this aiTociation, under penalty of tiieir never liolding

any commercial intercourfe with thofe that a6l: otherwife.— 6. —^ 6,
Owners of (hips are warned to give fuch orders to their cap-
tains, as will efFecfually prevent their receiving any of thofe

goods that are prohibited. 7. They agree to improve the . -
breed of fheep, and to increafe their number, to t'le greateft

polTible extent. 8. This article tends to encourage fruga-

lity, ceconomy, and induftry ; to promote agriculture, arts,

and manufactures ; to difcountenance all expenfive ftows,
games and entertainments ; to leffen the expences of fune-

rals. ; to difcontinue the giving of gloves and fcarfs, and the

wearing

g.
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wearing of any other mourning than a piece of crape or rib-

bon. 9 Venders of goods are to fell them at the ufual

prices without taking any advantage of the prefent lituation

of aft"Hir>. 10. This article feenis in a certain degree to

foheii tlie rigour of the firfl, and permits a conditional im-

portation for two months longer, at the option of the owner
;

who, if he will deliver up any goods that he imports befoie

the ift. Feb. to the committee of the place that they arrive

at, they are to be fold under their infpc6tion, and the prime

coft being returned to the im.porter, the profits are to be ap-

plied to the relief of the fufrerers at Bofton. All goods that

arrive after that day, to be fent back without landing, or

breaking any of the packages. I he three following arti-

cles, relative to the appointing of committees, to prevent any
violation of the foregoing, and to publifli the names of the

vioiaters in the Gazette, as foes to the rights, and enemies to

the liberty of Britifli America ; they alfo regulate the fale of
dcmeftic manufaftures, that they may be difpofed of at rea-

fonable prices, and no undue advantages taken of a future

fcarcity of goods. By the 14th and h.ft article, any colo-

ny or province, which Ihall not accede to, or which fha'l

hereafter violate the alTociation, is branded as inimical to the

liberties of their country ; and all dealings or intercourfe

whatever v/ith fuch colony is interdicted.

This aflcciation was fubfciibed by all the members of the

congrefs ; and the foregoing refolutions were all marked,
neniine contradicente. They afterwards refolved, that a con-

grefs lliould be hfeld in the fame place, on the lotb day of

the following May, unlefs the redreis of grievances, which
they have defired, fhouid be obtained before that time ; and

they recommended to all the colonies to chufe deputies, as

loon as polTible, tor that purpofe. They alfo, in their own
names, and in the behalf of all thofe whom they reprefented,

decLired their mofl grateful acknowledgments, to thofe truly

noble, honourable, and patriotic advocates of civil and reli-

gtousliberty, who had fo generoufly and powerfully, though

unliiccef^fully, efpoufed and defended the caufe of America,
both in and out of p.irliamenr.

They tiien proceeded to frame a petition to his majt-fty ;

a memorial to the people ol Great-Britain ; an addrefs to

the colonies in general; and another to the inhabiiantsof the

Petition P^^^^'"*^^ ^'^ Quebec. The petition to his majefty contained

to the ^" er.umeration of their grievances; among which are the

i^jn?. following, 'viz. The keeping of a (landing army in tlie co-

lonies in lime of peace, without the confent of the affem-

blies

;
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blies ; and the employing of that army, and of a naval force,

to enforce the payment of taxes.—The authority of the

commander in chief, and of the brigadiers general, being

rendered 'upreme in all the civil governments in America.

—

The commander in chief of the forces, in time of peace,

appointed governor of a colony The charges of ufual

ofHces greatly increafed, and new, expenfive, and opprefTive

offices, multiplied.—The judges of the admiralty-courts im-
powered to receive their lalaries and fees from the efFe6i:s

coademned by themielves , and the of^cers of the cufloms
to break open and enter houfes, without the authority of the

civil magiftrate.—The Judges rendered intirely dependent on
the crown for their falaries, as well as for the duration of

their commifTions.— Counfellors, who exerclfe legiflative au-

thority, holdmg their commifTions during pleafure. Hum-
ble and reafonable petitions from the reprefentatives of the

people fruitlels. The agents of the people difcountenan-

ced, and inftrufitions given to prevent the payment of their

falaries ; afTemblies repeatedly and injurioufly difTolved

;

commerce burthened with ufelefsand opprefTive reflri6i:ions.

They then enumerate the feveral afits of parliament pafT^d

in the prefent reign for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in

the colonies, and of extending the powers of admiralty and

vice-admiralty courts beyond their ancient limits ; whereby
their property is taken from them without their confent, the

trial by jury, in many civil cafes abolillied, enormous forfei-

tures incurred for flight offences; vexatious informers are

exempted from paying damages, to which rhey are juflly

liable, and opprefTive fecurity is required from owners before

they are allowed to defend their right.

They complain of the pailiamentary vote for reviving the

flatute of the 35th Henry Vlllth, and extending its influ-

ence to the colonifls; and of the ffatute of the 12th of his

prefent majedy, whereby the inhabitants of the colonies

may, in fundry cafes, by that flatute made capital, be de-

prived of a trial by t^eir peers of the vicinage. They then

recite the three aQ:s of the preceding fefTion, relative to Bof-

ton and the province of MafTachufett's-Bay ; the Quebec
aSt, and the act for providing quarters for the troops in North
America.

The petition repeatedly contains the flrongefl expreftions

of loyalty, of afTedionate attachment and duty to the fove-

reign, of love and veneration for the parent ftate ; they at-

tributed thefe their fentiments to the liberties they inherited

from their anceflors, and the conflitution under which they

E were
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were bred ; while the neceflity which compelled was the

apology ior delivering them. They at the fame lime

promifed themfelves a favourable reception and hearing from

a fovereign, whofe iliuflricus family owed their empire to

fimitar principles.

Tliey declare, that from the deftru6:ive fyflem of colo-

ny admmiftrat'.on, adopted fince the conclufion of the laft

war, have flowed thole diftreffes, dangers, fears and jealou-

fies, wliich ove! whelm the colonies with afflidion ; and they

defy their moit fiibtle and inveterate enemies to trace the un-

happy differences between G. Britain and them from an ear-

lier period, or Irom other caufes than they have afTigned. That
they afk but for peace, liberty, and fafety ; they wifh not

for a diminution of the prerogative, nor do they folicit the

grant of any new right in their favour; theToyal authority

over them, and their connection with Great Britain, they

ihall always carefully and zealoufly endeavour to fupport

and maintain. That, " appealing to that Being who
fcarches thoroughly the hearts of bis creatures, they lo-

lemnly profefb, that their councils have been influenced by no

other motive than a dread of impending deflruction.'*

They conclude by imploring his majefly, in the name of

all America, and a folemn adjuration by all that is lacred

and awful, that,—" for his glory, which can be advanced

only by rendering his fubje6ts happy, and keeping them uni-

ted ; for the inteiefls of his family, depending in an adie-

rence to the principle that enthroned it ; for the fafety and

welfare of his kingdoms and dominions, threatened with

almoff unavoidable dangers and diflreiTes; that, as the loving

father of his whole people, conneGed by the fame bands of

law, loyalty, faith, and blood, though dwelling in various

countries, he wili not fufler the tranfcendant relation formed
by thefe tie?, to be further violated in uncertain expeffa-

tion of e{te<Sts, which, if attained, never can compenfate
for the calamities through which they mufl be gained."

This petition was f\jbicribed by all the delegates.

Memori- ^" ^'^^ memorial to the people of this country, they pay

a! to the ^^^ highefl praife to the noble and generous virtues of ihfeir

people of ar'd our common ancell:ors ; but they do it in a manner, that

G. JBriia. inftead of refleOing any com.parative honour on the prefent

generation in this ifland, rather reproaches us with a Ihame--

lul degeneracy. They afterwards fay, that born to the fame
rights, liberties, and conftitution, tranfm.itted to them from
the fame anceflors, guarantied to them by the plighted faith

of governmeni, and the mofl folemn compads with Briiiru

fovereigns.
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fovereigns, it is no wonder they fhould refu'e to furrender

them to men, whofe claims are not founded on any princi-

ples of reafon, ** and who proiecute them with a defign,

** that, by having their lives and property in their power,
** they might with the greateft facility enfiave us."—They
complain of being opprefftd, abuied, and mifreprefented ;

and fay, that the duty they owe to themfelves and to iheir

pollerity, to oar intereil:, and to the general weltare of the

Britifh empire, leads them to addrefs us on this very impor-

tant fubje6t.

After complaining of grievances in the flyle and fubflance

of the petition, they recall the happy itate of the empire

on both fides of the Atlantic, previous to the conclufion of

the late war ; and ftate the advantages which we derived,

and to which they willingly fubmitted, from the fyftem of

colony government then purfued ; they fay, they looked up
to us as to their parent ftate, to which they were bound by
the ftrongeft ties ; and were happy in being inftrumental to

our pofterity and grandeur. They call upon ourfelves to

witnefs their loyalty and attachment to the common interefts

of the whole empire : their efforts in the laft war : their em-
barking to meet difeafe and death in foreign and inhofpitable

climates, to promote the fuccefs of our arms ; and our own
acknowledgments of their zeal, and our even reimburfing

them large fums of money, which we confefled they had

advanced beyond their proportion, and far beyond their abi-

lities.

They a{k to what caufes they are to attribute the fudden

change of treatment, and that fyftem of flavery, which
was prepared for them at the rtftoration of peace ; they trace

the hiftory of taxation from that time, and aftert, that

thofe exactions, inftead of being applied to any ufeful pur-

pofe, either for this country or that, have been lavifhly fquan-

dered upon court favourites and minifterial dependants ; that

they ever were, an^d ever fliall be ready to provide for the

receflary fupport of their own government ; and v/henever

the exigencies of the ftate rnay require it, they fhall, as they^

have heretofore done, ciearfuily contribute their full pro-

portion of men and money.
They then proceed to ftate and examine the meafures and

the feveral a^s of parliament, which they confider as hof-

tile to America, and fubverfive of their rights; or, in their

words, the progreftion of the minifterial plan for enftaving

them. Ti ey reprefent the probable confequences to this

country of a [ erfeverance in that fcheme, tv^n fuppofmg it

E 2 attended
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attended with fuccefs ; addition to the national debt ; increafe

of taxes; and a diminution of commerce, muft attend it in

the progrefs ; and if we are at length vidorious, in what

condition (hall we then be ? What advantages, or what lau-

rels {ha'l we reap from fuch a conqueft ?

They artfully endeavour to render theirs a caufe common
to both countries, by fhewing that fuch fuccefs would, in the

event, be as fatal to the liberties of England as to thofe of

America. They accordingly put the queflion. May not a

minifter with the fame armies that fubdued them enflave us ?

^f to this it be anfwe>ed, that we will ceafe to pay thofe ar-

mies, they pretend to fhew, that America, reduced to fuch

a fituation, would afford abundant refources both of men
and money l"or the purpofe; nor fhould we have any reafon

to expeO:, that after making flaves of them, they fhould

refufe to afTift in reducing us to the fame abje6t flate.

In a word, (they fay,) *' Take care that you do not fall

** into the pit that is preparing for us."

After denying the feveral charges, of being feditious, im-

patient of government, and defirous of independency, all of

which they affert to be calumnies ; they, however, declare,

that if we are determined, that our minifters fhall wantonly

fport with the rights of mankind ; if neither the voice of

juflice, the dida es of the law, the principles of the con-

flitution, nor the fuggeftions of humanity, can reflrain our

hands from the fhedding of human blood in fuch an impious

caufe, they muft tell us,—** 1 hat they never will fubmit to

be hewers of wood, or drawers of water, for any miniftry

or nation in the world."

They afterwards make a propofal, which it were much to

be wifhed had been mere attended to, as it affords at leafl no
unfavourable bafis for negociation.— ** Place us," fay they»
** in the fame fituation that we were at the clol'e of the lafl

war, and our former harmony will be reftored."

They conclude this memorial, by exprefllng the deepefb

regret for the refolutions they wereoblged to enter into for

the fu'penfion of commerce, as a meafure detrimental to

numbers of their fellow-fubjeds in Great-Britain and Ire-

land ; they account and apologize for this condufit, by the

over-ruling principles of felf-prefervation ; by the fupinenefs

and inattention to our common intereff, which w-e had fhewn
for feveral years; and by the attempt of the miniftry, to in-

fluence a fubmifTion to their meaTures by deflroying the trade

of Boflon. ** The like fate," they fay, ** may befal us

all
J
we will endeavour, therefore, to live without trade, and

- recur
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recur for fubfiftance to the fertility and bounty of our native

foil, which will afford us all the neceffaries, and fome of the

conveniencies of life.'* They finally reft their hopes of a

reftoration of that harmony, friendfhip, and fraternal affec-

tion, between all the inhabitants of his majefty's kingdoms
and territories, fo ardently wifhed for by every true Ameri-
can, upon the nngnanimity and judice of the Bntifh nation,

in furnijhing a parliament of fuch wifdom, independency, and

public fpirit, as may fave che violated rights of the whole
empire i^rom the devices of wicked minifters and evil coun-

fellors, whether in oi out of office.

Of all the papers publiilied by the American congrefs, Addrefs

their addtefs to the French inhabitants of Canada difcovers to the in-

the mod: able method of application to the temper and pafii- habiiants

ons of the parties, whom they endeavour to gain.— lhey°*^^"^*
ftate the right they had, upon their becoming linglifh fub-

jecls, to the ineftimable benefits of the Engliili conftitution
;

that this right was further confirmed by the royal proclama-

tion in the year 1 763, plighting the public faith for their

full erjoyment of thofe advantages. They impute to fuc-

ceeding minifters an audacious and » ruel abufe of the royal

authority, in withholding from them the fruition of the ir-

revocable rights, to which they were thus juftly entitled.—

•

That as they have lived to fee the unexpe6led time, when
minifters of this flagitious temper have dared to violate the

moft facred compa<5ts and obligations, and as the Canadians,

educated under another form of govtrnment, have artfully

been kept from difcovering the unfpeakable worth of that,

from which they are debarred, the congrefs think it their

duty, for weighty reafcns, to explain to them fome of its

moft important branches.

They then quote paflages on government from the Mar-
.quis Beccari and their countryman Montefquieu, the latter

of whom they artfully adopt as a judge, and an irrefragable

authority upon this occafion, and proceed to fpecify and ex-
plain, under feveral diftin6t beads, the principal rights to

which the people are entitled by the Englifti confHtution
;

and ihefe rights, they truly fay, defend the poor from the

rich, the weak from the powerful, the induftrious from the

rapac ous, the peaceable from the violent, the tenants frond

the lords, and all from their fuperiors.

They ftate, that without thefe rights, a people cannot be
free and happy ; and that under their protefting and encou-

raging influence, the Englifh colonies had hitherto fo ama-
zingly flouriflied and increafed. And, that thefe are the

right*
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rights which a profligi^te miniftry are now flriving by. force

of arms to raviih from themielves ; and which they are,

with one mind, refolved never to refign but with their

live".

They Pgaln remind the Canadians that they are entitled

to thefe rights, and ought at this moment to be in the perfe6l

exercile of them. They then afk, what is offered to them
by the late a6t of parhament in their place ? And from

thence proceed to a fevere examination of the Qaebec act ;

in which they attempt to (liew, that it does not afford them,

and has not left them a civil right or fecurity of any kind ;

as every thing it feems to grant, and even the laws they pof-

feffed before, are liable to be altered and varied, and new
laws or ©rdiiiances macie, by a governor and council appoint-

ed by the crown, and confequently, wholly dependent on,

and removeable at the will of a miniller in Ergland ; fo that

all the powers of legifljtion, as well as that of granting and

applying the public fupplies, and difpofing of their own pro-

perty, beii g thus totally out of the hands and controul of the

people, they are liable to the moft abje6l flavery, and to live

under the moff defpotic p-overnment in the univerfe.

After pretending to point out numberlefs deformiiies in

that law, and placing them in fuch points of view, as were

fufficient to render it odious to mankind, as well as hideous

to the Canadians, they reprefent, as an infult added to their

injuries, the hopes upon which^ they faid, it had been found-

ed by the minifler ; he expe^fingr, that through an invinci-

ble flupidity in them, and a total inability of comprehending

the tendency of a law, which fo materially affe6ted their

dearefl; interefts, they fliould, in the excefs of a miftaken gra-

titude, take up arms, and incur the ridicule and deteftation of

the world, by becoming willing tools in his hands, to affill: in

fubverting the rights and liberties cf the other colonies
;

without their being capable of feeing, that the unavoidable-

con fequences of fuch an attempt, if fuccefsful, would be

the extindion of all hopes to themfelves and their pofterity

of being ever redored to freedom ;
** For idiotcy itfelf, (fay

they) cannot believe, that, when their drudgery is perform-

ed, thev will treat you with lefs cruelty than they have us,

who are of the fame blood with themfelves."

They again apply to their paffions, and partiality for their

countrymen, by calling up the venerable Montefquieu, and
defiring them to apply thofe maxims, fanftified by the au-
thority of a name which all Europe reveres, to their own
ftate ; they fuppofe him alive, and confultcd by the Canadi-

ans
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ans as to the part they fhould aO; in their prefent fituation.

They are told (after expatiating on the fubjeft of tVeedom

and flavery) that they are only a fmal! people, compared wirh

their numerous and powerful neighbours, who with open

arms invite them inio a fellowfliip ; to fcize the opportunity

in their favour, which is not the work of man, but prefented

by Providence itfelf ; that it does not admit of a queftion,

whether it is more for their interell: and happine's, to have

ail the reft of North America their unalterable ftiends, or

their inveterate enemies; that as nature had joined their

countries, let them alfo join ti eir political inieretb ; that

they have been conquered into liberty, if they a6t as they

ought ; but that their doing otherwife will be attended with

irremediable evil5.

They endeavour to obviate the jealoufies and prejudices

w^hich might arife from the difference of their religious prin-

ciples, by inftancing the cafe of the Swifs cantons, whofe
union is compofcd of Catholic and Proteftant ftates ; who
live in the utmoft concord and peace with each other, and

have been thereby enabled to defeat all attempts againft their

liberties. This inftance, though perhaps the moft appofite

that could have been brought for the purpofe, would not,

however, have borne the ted of much examination.

They declare, that they do not require them to commence
a6l:s of hortility againft the government of their common
fovereign ; that they only invite them to confult their own
glory and welfare, and not to fuffer themfelves to be invei-

gled or intimidated by infamous minifters fo far, as to be-

come the inftruments of their cruelty and defpotifm. They
conclude by informing them, that the congrefs had, with uni-

verfal pleafure, and by a unanimous vote, refolved, that they

fhould confider the violation of their rights, by the acb for

altering the government of that province, as a violation of

their own ; and that they fhould be invited to accede to their

confederation, vi^hich had no other objefis than the perfe£t

fecurity of the natural and civil rights of all the conftituent

members, according to their refpe6tive circumftances, and

the prefervation of a happy and lafting connection with

Great-Britain, on the falutary and conftitutional principles

before mentioned.

In the addrefs to the colonies they inform them, that as ^cJ^J'^^^s

in duty and juftice bound, they have deliberately, difpaffi-^^ ^^^.

onately, and impartially examined and confidered all the^° *^^'

meafures that led to the prefent difturbances ; the exertions

of both the legiflative and executive powers of Great Bri^-

tain^
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tain, on the or.e hand, and the conduft of the colonies on

the other. That upon the whole, they find themfeives re-

duced to the diiagreeable alternative, of being filent and be-

traying the innocent, or of fpeaking out and cenhiring thofe

they wilh to revere. In making their choice cf thefe dif-

treiling difficulties, they prefer the courfe dictated by ho-

nefty, and a regard for the welfare of their country.

After flating and examining the feveral laws that were

pafled, and the meaiures purlued with refpeft to America,

from the year 1764, to the prelent period, (1774', they en-

quire into the motives for the particular hoftility carried on

a^aintl the town of Bofton, and proviiice of JVlaffachufett's

Bay, though the behaviour of the people in other colonies,

had been in equal opfpofition to the power afTumed by parlia-

ment, and yet no ftep whatever had been taken againft any

of them by government. This tl'iey reprefent as an artful

fyftematic line of condu6l, concealing among others the fol-

lowing defigns : iff, That it was expected, that the province

of Maflachufett's would be irritated into fome violent a8:ion,

that might difpleafe the reft of the continent, or that might
induce the people of England to approve the meditated ven-

geance of an imprudent and exasperated miniftry. If the

imexampled pacific temper of that province fhould difappoint

that part oi^ the plan, it was in that cafe hoped, that the

other colonies would be fo far intimidated, as to defert their

brethren, luffering in a common caufe, and that thus difuni-

ted, all might be eafily fubdued.

After examining the Quebec aQ:, and pretending to afTign

the motives on which it was founded, they fay, that from
this detail of facts, as well as from authentic intelligence, it

is clear, beyond a doubt, that a refolution is formed, and
now is carrying into execution, to extinguifh the freedom of

the colonies, by fubjc-fiiing them to a defpotic government.
They then proceed to ftate the importance of the truil:

which was repofed in them, and the manner in which they

have difcharged it. Upon this occafion, they fay, that tho'

the (late of the colonies would certainly juftify other meafures
than thofe which they have advifed

;
yet they have, for

weighty reafons, given the preference to thofe which they
have adopted. Thefe reafons are, that it is confident with
the charader which the colonies have always fuftained, to

perform, even in the midft of the unnatural difirefies and
imminent dangers that furround them, every a<9: of loyalty

5

and therefore they were induced to offer once more to his

Majefty the petitions of his faithful and opprefTed fubjeds in

America.
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America.—Then from « fenfe of their tender afie^.ion for

the people of the kingdom from which they derive their ori-

ginal, they could not forbear to regulate their fleps by an
expectation of receiving full convi6iion that the colonics are

equally dear to them. That they ardently wifli the fecial

b;ind between that body and the colonies may never be dilYol-

ved ; and that it cannot, until the m^nds of the former Ihall

become indilputably hoflile, or their inattention ihall permit

thole who are thus hoftile to perfiO: in profecuting^, with the

powers of the realm, the defirudive meafures aheady ope-
rating a^ainil: the cclonifts ; and, in either cafe, fliall reduce

the latter to fuch a fituatior, that they lliall be compelled to

renounce every guard but that of felf-prefervation.— That,
notwith.ftanding the vehemence with whit h afraiis have been
impelled, they have not yet reached that fatal point; that

they do not incline to accelerate their motion, already alarm-
ingly rapid ; and they have chofen a method of oppofnion

that does not prelcude a hearty reconciliation with their fel-

low citizens on the other fide of the Atlantic.

That, they deeply deplore the urgent neceility that pref-

fes them to an immediate interruption of commerce, which
may prove injurious to their fellow-fubjeQs in Englard ; but

truft they will acquit them of any unkind intentions, by re-

flecfing that they fubje6i themfelves to fimilar inconvenier-

cies ; that they are driven by the hands of violence into un-
experienced and unexpected public convulfions ; and that

they are contending for freedom, fo often contended for by
their anceflors.

They conclude by obferving, that the people of England
will foon have an opportunity of declaring their fentimerits

concerning their caufe. '* That in their piety, generonty,
*' and good fenfe, they repofe high confidence ; and cannot,
*^ upon a review of pad events, be perfuaded that they,
** the defenders of true religion, and the aflertors of the
*' rights of mankind, will take part againfi: their affeClionate
** Proteflant brethren in the colonies, in favour of their
*' open and our own fecret enemies, whofe intrigues, for
** ieveral years paft, have been wholly exercifed in fapping
** the foundation of all civil and religious liberty.'' TheCon-

Thefe public a6ts being pafTed, the delegates put an end grefs

to their feiTion, on the 52d day from the opening of the breaksup

congrefs. OQi, 26th

Without examining the truth of their allegations, or pre-

tending to form any opinion upon a fubje£r, on which the

firfl names in this country have differed fo widelv, it muft

be
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1774. ^« acknowledged, that the petition arid addrefles from the

^-'v—' congrefs have been executed with uncommon energy, ad-

drel's, and ability ; and that confidered abftra6iedly, with

refped to vigour of mind, (Irength of fentiment, and the

language, at leaft of patriotifm, they would not have dif-

graced any aflembly that ever exifted.

MBMftifleajgJiigHM.iiJ>u'-Buga!

CHAP.
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C H A P. V.

Slate of Affairs at the opening of the ne'w parliafnrnt, "juith fame
account of the two Fijhery Bills pojfed in this feffion,

'HILS r matters of this magnitude were tranfa6:ing 1774.
in America, an unexampled fupinenefs, -with regard ..^-^.,-^>

to public affairs, prevailed among the great body of the pcc>ple. o r

Even the great cOinmercial and m;iniif46l;uring bodies, ^ho^^n--

muft be the firft to feel, and the lafl to lament any finider e- previous
vents in the colonies, and who are generally remarkable for ^^ rhe

a q.iick forefight and provident fagacity in v^hatever regards dilToluii-

their intereft, feemed now to be funk in the fame careleffnefson of

and inattention with the rell of the people. Padia-

Several caufes concurred to produce this apparent indiffer- ment.

ence. The colony contefts were no longer new. From the

year 1765, they had, with but few, and thofe lliort infer-

miflion-, engaged the attention of parliam.ent. Moft of the

topics on the fubjetSi were exhau.{l-::d, and the vehement pafH-

ons which accompanied them had fubfided. The non-impor-

tation agreement, (by divifions within the colonies, which, if

not cauied, were much forwarded by the concedions witq re-

gard to feveral of the taxes laid in I /67) had broken up, be-

fore it ttad produced any ferious confequences. Mofl: people

therefore flattered themielves, that as things had appeared fo

very frequently at the verge of a rupture,without a<3:ua!ly arri-

ving at it, that now, as formerly, lome means would be found

for accommodating this difpute. At worfl: it was conceived,

that the Americans would themfelves grow tired. And as an
opinion was circulated with fomiC induftry and fuccefs, that a

countenance of refolution, if perfevered in for fome time,

would certainly put an end to the ccntell, which (it was laid)

had been nourifhed wholly by former concefTions, people were
in general inclined to leave the trial of the effe6ts of perfeve-

rance and refolution, to a miniftry who valued 'hemfelves

on thofe qualities. All thefe things had hitherto indifpofed

the body of the nation from taking part in the fanguine man-
ner they had hitherto done on other fubjs6ts, ard form^rly

on this. From thefe caufes, adminlftration being totally dif-

engagedat home, was at full leifure to profecute the meafures

which
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T774. which It had derij2;ned againft America, or to adopt fuch new
v-^,,--^ ones, asihe oppcfition there rendered receflary towards carry-

ing the new laws into execution. T he times indeed were high-

ly favourable to any purpofe, which only required the concur-

rence of ihat parliament, and the acquiefcence of the people.

Notwithllanding thefe favourable circumftances on the one

fide, and that general inditlerence which prevailed on the o-

ther, it was not totally forgotten by either, that the time for

a general ele6l'on was approaching, and that the parliament

had but one feffion more to compleat its allotted term.

On the meeting of this new parliament, Sir Fletcher Nor-
Ncv. 30, jQj^^ ^,.^5^ without cppofiticn, appointed Speaker, In the

Thenewfpeech from the throne, the two houfes were informed, that

Parjia- a mofl daring fplrit of refiflance and difobedience to the law
ment ftill unhappily prevailed in the province of MalTachufett's-

nieets. g^y, and had, in divers parts of it, broke forth in frelh vio-

Soeech knees of a very crimiinal nature ; that thefe proceedings had

from the been countenanced and encouraged in others of the colonies,

throne, and unwarrantable attempts made to ob{lru6l the commerce
of this kingdom, by unlawful combinatlors ; that fuch mea-
fures had been taken, and fuch orders g'ven, as were judged

moil: proper and effe6l:ual for carrying into execution the laws

which were pafied in the laft feflion of the late parliament,

for th: protedion and fecurity of commerce, and for reftor-

ing and preferving peace, order, and good government, in rhe

province of Maffuchufett's-Bay ; that they might depend up-

on a firm and ftedfaft refclution to withiland every attempt

to weaken or impair the fupreme authority of this legiflature

over all the dominions of the crown, the maintenance of

which was confidered as effential to the dignity, the fafety,

and welfare of the Britifh empire ; his majefty being aflured

of receiving their affiflance and fuppori while a£ting upon

thefe principles.

Addrels. ^" addrefs, in the ufual form, having been moved for, an

amendment was propofed, on the fide of oppofition, *' That

A J. his Majelly would be gracioufly pleafed to communicate the

ment whole intelligence he had received from America to the houfe,

propofed ^^ well as the letters, orders, and inftruBions, upon that bu-

flnefs.'* The propofal for this amendment was produdive of

fome confiderable debate, as well as of a divifion. The mi-
Debates, nority was but 13 to 6^ on the divifion. It was rendered

memorable by the circumftance of having produced a proteft,

Proteft. t^^ fi'"^ ^'^ remember to have heard of upon an addrels, and

that too very flrong and pointed.

The anfwer from the throne to this addrefs, befides the uf-

ual
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ual thanks, contained an aiTurance of taking the mod: fpeedy

and effe(Slual meafures, for enforcing due obedience to the

laws and authority of the fupreme legiflature ; together with » r

a declaration, that whenever any of the colonies ftiould make "

a proper and dutiful application, his Mijefty would be ready

to concur in affording them every jufl: and reafonable indul-

gence ; and concluded with an earned wifh, that this difpofi-

tion might have an happy effefi: on their temper and condutl.

This anfwer was accompanied with a meffage to the Com- MeiTa^e
mons, in which th<:y were informed, that as it was deter- from the
rained, in confequence of the addrefs, to take the mod fpee- throne

dy and effe6tual meafures for fupporting the juft rights of the for an

crown, and the two houfes of parliament, fome augmentati- augmen-i

on to the forces by fea and land would be neceffary for that ^^^i^ri of

purpofe. This melTage was referred, as ulual, to the com- ^'^^ ^^^"

mitfee of fupply. ^^*

While meafures were thus taking to apply a military force

to the cure of the diforders in America, other means were 1

thought necefTary to come in aid of this expedient. The mi-
'

litary force might indeed coerce and punilli the difobedient,

and effectually fupport the magiftrate in cafe of infurreftion
;

but how to get the body of magiftracy to a6l, or any fuffici-
j

ent number upon ordinary occafions to engage heartily in

their caufe, did not appear. The change in the charter of
Maffachuffett*s-Bay had not produced thedefired effeCt. Even I

if it flio'ild, the inferior magiftrates mud evidently be taken '

in the country ; fheriffs, conftables, fele6l men, grand and
petty juries, muft be aiding to the higher magiflrates, or no-

thing could be done ; and the idea of having troops in every
parifh would be ridiculous. The coercive plan being there-

fore dill relied on, it was propofed to chufe a punifhment fo

univerfal, as by the inconveniencies which ever^r man felt,

would intered every man in procuring obedience and fubmif-

fion to the late aCts of parliament. For this reafcn the mini- Feb. lo,

fter moved for leave to b.ing in a bill to redrain the trade and 1775,
commerce of the provinces of Maffachufett's Bav, and New pj^j-j^.

Hampfhire, the colonies of Conne<5ficut and Rhode ifland, bill

and Providence Plantation, in North America, to Great- brought
Britain, Ireland, and the Britifli iflands in the Wed-lndies ; in.

and to prohibit fuch provinces and colonies from carrying on
any fidiery on the banks of Newfoundland, or other places

therein to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a
limited lime.

On the 21 of March, upon the third reading of this bill, a Tfj^ \^{ii

motion was made for an amendment, that the colonies of returned
New-
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Nevv-Terfey, Penfy'.vania, Maryland, Virginia, and South

Carolina, Ihould be included in the fame reftridions with the

with the New-England provinces On this amendment the quedion

amend- being piu, it was carried by 52 to 21 ; and the prohibitions

ment to Qf the bill confequenily extended to the five new provinces,

the Coin- -j^he queft'on was then put upon the bill, and carried by a
mens. rriajority of 73 to 21 ; and it was accordingly returned to the

They Commons with the amendment ; but this houfe objefting to

ohjed to it, a? caufins^ a difag^reement between the title and body of

;hea- the bill, (which would have cau led great embarraffment to

mend- j|.g officers who were to carry it into execution) a conference
°^^nf'

v-^as held, in a few days after, between the two f:loufes, at

The bill Vr hich the reafons offered by the Commons, having appeared

leceives fati^f i£lory, the Lords agreed in rejeding the amendment ;

ihe royal ^^^ ^^^ bi|| received the royal adent on the 30th of March.
jiTeot. This bill was produdive of a proteft figned by fixteen

Troteft. lords. Among other fevere ftri6tures, they reprefented it as

one of thofe unhappy inventions, to which parliament is dri-

ven by the difficulties that daily multiply upon them, from

an obftinate adherence to an unwife fyftem of government.

They fay, that government which attempts to preferve its

authority by deftroying the trade of its fubjeQs, and by in-

volving the innocent and guilty in a common ruin, if it ads
from a choice of fuch means, confeffes iifelf unworthy ; if

from inability to find any other, admits itfelf wholly incom-

petent to the end of its inftitution. They feverely cenfure

the a' tempt made to bribe the nation into an acquiefcence in

this arbitrary act, by holding out to them, as a temptation for

that purpofe, the fpoils of the New-England fifliery j this

ihey reprefent to be a fcheme full of weaknefs and indecency ;

of indecency, becaufe it may be fufpeded that the defire of

the confifcation has created the gudt ; and of weaknefs, be-

caufe it fuppofes, that w hatever is taken from the colonies,.

is of courfe to be transferred to ourielves.

Mar oth ^^^ F'ifhery-bill had icarceiy cleared the Houfe of Com-
mons, when the minifter brought in another, *' To reftrain

Another the trade and commerce of the colonies of New Jeifey, Pen-
rilheiy-

fy|vania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great-

Britain, Ireland, and the Britilh iflands in the Wefl-Indies,

under certain conditions and limitations." As meafures of
' this nature were now familiar, he only thought it neceffary

to obferve, that as the fouthern provinces had acceded to the

ron-importation and non-exportation agreement, as well as

the northern, it v/as conformable to reafon and juflice that

they fhould equally feel cur refentment, and experience

the
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the fame degree of punifhment. The matter of this bill, be- i 775.
ing formerly difcuffed, the debate at the third reading was ^^--v-^

not long, nor the attendance confiderabie on the part of the

minority. The bdl paffed without difficulty. •^P'** 5^"-

During the pailing of thefe two additional American bills,

feveral conciliatory ones were offered by L. Chatham, and
other lords in the minority ; alfo petitions from the city of
London and feveral manufaSuring towns in Great-britain and
Ireland. Some counter petitions were alfo received, calling

for an enforcement of the laws of Great-Britain as the only

means of preferving a trade with the colonies, and afferting

that the trade hitherto had fuffered none, or an inconfidera-

ble diminution by the combination of the Americans. Much
altercation arofe on the truth of facts alledged on both fides,

as well as on the manner of obtaining the fignatures, and the

quality of rhofe who figned. The minority infifled, that the

mofl who figned theCe tvar petitions (as they called them) were
perfons of none or a remoter intereft in the American trade;

but of that defcription of warm and active party-men com-
monly called Tories.— To prove the truth of the former part

of their aflertion, they entered into feveral examinations,

which produced many long and hot debates.

The coercive plan for fubjugating America being thus fi-

nlfiied, this remarkable fefHon was clofed by a fpeech from the

Speaker to his Majefly, dating the heavmefs of the grants,

(the Money-bills which had juft received the royal afient)

which nothing but the particular exigencies of the times could

juftify in a feafon of profound peace ; he, however, gave an

aflurance, that if the Americans fhould perfifl; in their refo-

lutions, and the fword muft be drawn, his faithful Commons
would do every thing in their power to maintain and fupport

the fupremacy of this legiflature, and concluded, that the

money now raifed, fliould be faithfully applied to the pur-

pofes for which it was appropriated.

In the fpeech from the throne, the mofl: perfe<^ fatisfaffi- ^/[r^y 26,
on in thtir cordu<5l, during the courfe of this important feffi-

cn, was expreffed. It w^ls faid, that they had maintained,

with a firm and fteady refolution, the rights of the crown and

the authority of parliament, which fliould ever be confidered

as infeparable ; that they had prote6ted and promoted the

commercial interefls of thefe kingdoms; and they had, at the

fame time, given convincing proofs of their readinefs (as far

as the conflirution would allow them) to gratify the wiflies,

and remove the apprehenfionsof the fubje(5ls in America.

C H A P.
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C II A P. VI.

State of affairs in America during the Jitting of Parliament.—--

Continued from the breaking up of the general Congrefs, in

0^7. 26, 1 7 74, to the re-ajfembling of that body in May 10,

1775.

i7'^4« |~^URING thefe tranfa^ions at home, affairs were every

t^.,^^^...^ i^ day becoming more dangerous in America. Whatev'er

litTitation might before have operated with the timid, or prin-

ciples of caution and prudence with the moderate, they were

now all removed by the determinations of the general con-

grefs. Thefe became immediately the political creed of the

colonies, and a perfeQ: compliance with their refolutions was

every where determined upon, as foon as the general fenfe of

the people could be obtained. The unanimity which pre-

vailed throughout the continent was amazing. The fame

language was held by town and provincial meetings, by ge-

neral affemblies, by judges in their charges, and by grand

juries in their prefentments ; and all their a6l:s tended to the

fame point It was a new and wonderful thing to fee the in-

habitants of rich and sfreat commercial countries, who had

acquired a long eifablifhed habitual rel'ifh for the fuperflui-

ties and luxuries of foreign nations, all at once determined to

abandon thofe captivating allurements, and to retrain them-

felves to bare neceffities. It was fcarceiy an obje6t of greater

admiration, that the merchant fhould forego the advantages

oF commerce, the farmer iubmit to the lofs of the fale of

liis products and the benefits of his induftry, and the feaman,

with the numberlefs other perfons dependant upon trade,

contentedly reHgn the very means of livelihood, and truft

10 a precarious fubfil^ence from the public fpirit or charity

of the opulent. Such however was the fpectacle, which

America at that time, and ftill in fome degree, exhibited to

the world.

Great hopes were however placed on the fuccefs of the

petition from the continental congrefs to the throne. Nor
was it fuppofed, that their general application to the people

of England would have been unprodudive of effe<9:. A (lill

greater reliance was not unreafonably placed upon the effect

which ihe unanimity and determinations of the congrefs

would
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would produce, iji inPiUencing publick opinions and mcafures 1774.
at home. '^-—v-..^

Thefe hopes and opinions liad for a time a ccnfiderable

efi'e<3: in reiiraining thofe violences v/hich afterwards took

place. But however v/ell they might {^Qm to be founded,,

and however general their operationj the principal leaders,

and mofl: experienced men, did not appear to build much up-
on them, and accordingly made fome preparations for the

v.'orft that might happen. The Southern colonies began to Warlike

arm as well as the Northern, and to train and exerciie their prepara-

militia ; and as foon as advice was received of the proclama- tions.

tion ifTued in England to prevent the exportation of arms
and ammunition to America, meafures were fpeedil v taken

to remedy the defe6t. For this purpofe, and to render

themfelves as independent as poiTible of foreigners for the

fupply of thofc eiTential articles, mills v/ere ere61:ed, and

manufa6tories formed both in Philadelphia and Virginia, for

the makinpr of gunpowder, and encouragement given in all

the colonies for the fabrication of arms of every fort; Great
difficulties however attended thefe beginnings ; ar,d the fup-

ply of powder, both from the home manufacture and the im-

portation, was for a long time fcanty and precarious.

The Governor's proclamation againil: the provincial con-

grefs in Maffachufett's Bay, had not rhe fmalled: elFeQ:, ei-

ther upon the proceedings of that afiembly, or the conduct

of the people, who paid an implicit obedience to its deter-

minations. As expreffts continually paiTed between that body

and the general congref^^, no doubt can be entertained, that

its meafures were regulated by their opinion. Tlie critical

fituaticn of the capital was an obje6i of much corfideration
;

nor was it eafy to determine in what manner to pro\ide for

tlic fafety of the inhabitants, and to prevent its becoming a

fore thorn in the (ide of the-province, if matters lliould pro-

ceed to exfremity. From its natural advantages ot fituali-

on, with the works throv/n up on the Neck, Bofion was al-

ready become a very flrong hold ; and was capable, with

little difficulty, of being rendered a place of fuch jlrength,

as, under the protection of a navy, would leave but little

hope of its being ever reduced. From ilie fame caufcs it

\N'as liable to be converted, at the difcretion of the Gover-

nor, into a fccure prifon for th.e inhabitant?, who would

thereby become holtages for the conduct of the province at

Urge.

Different propofals were faid to be made to prevent or re-

medy thelie evils. One was, fimply, to remove the inhabi-

F tants
j
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tants ; anotlier, to fet a valuation upon their eftates, burn

the town, and reimburfe them for their loffes. Bpih thefe

ichemes were found to be clogged with fo many difficahies

as rendered them impra6ticable. Force was the only expe-.

dient which could be applied with fuccefs ; but they did not

as yet item dit'pofed to proceed to that extremity. In the

mean time, numbers of the principal inhabitants quitted the

town, under the real o; pretended apprehenfion of immediate

violence from the troops, or ot being kidnapped and fent to

England, to (land trial for fuppofed offences.

The provincial congrefs, having done all the bufmefs that

was thought proper or neceljary for the prefent, diflolved

themfeivts towards the end of November, having firft ap-

pointed another meeting to be held in the enfuing month of

February. This ceffation afforded an opportunity to the

friends of government, or loyalifls, as they now called them-

fei'ves, to ihew themfelves in a few places ; to try their

ftrength and numbers, and to endeavour to refift the general

current. Some afTociations for mutual defence v^ere accord-

ingly formed, and a refufal was made, in a few towns, to

comply with the refolutions of the provincial congrefs ; but

the contrary fpirit was fo prevalent, that thofe attempts

were foon quelled. The dilfentients were overwhelmed by

numbers. All thefe attempts came to nothing,

p , ^ As foon as an account was received at Rhode Ifland, of

fized in
the prohibition on the exportation of mihtary ftores from

Rhode Great-Britain, the people feized upon and removed all the

Ifland. ordnance belonging to the crown in that province, which

lay upon fome batteries that defended one of the harbours,

and amounted to above forty pieces of cannon of different

fizes. A captain of a man of war, having waited upon the

governor to enquire into the meaning of this procedure, was

informed, with great franknefs, that the people had feized

the cannon to prevent their falling into the hands of the king's

forces; and that they meant to make ufe of them to defend

ihemfelves again (f any power that Ihould oiTer to moleft

them. The aflcmbly of tliat ifland alfo pafTed refolutions

for the procuring of arms and military fliores, by every

means, and from every quarter in which they could be ob-

tained, as well as for training and arming the inhabitants.

The province of New Hampfhire had hiiherto preferved

a greaier degree of moderation than any other of the New;
England governments. As foon, hov.ever, as intelligence

arrived of the tranf^ftions at Rhode Ifland, with a copy of

their refolutions, and of the royal proclamation which gave;

rife
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rife to them, a fimilar fpirit operated upon that people. A 1774-

body of men accordingly aflemblcd in arms, and marched Dec. 14,

to the attack of a fmall fort, called William and Mary, con- *-—v^—

'

fiderable only for being the object of the firlT: movement in A tort

the province. 'I'his was eafily taken, and fupplied them with ^^'^'^^» ^
,• f J I 111 iij ^ powder

a quantity or powder, by wjuch tney were enabled to put I. ,
.

ihemfelves into a ftate ot defence. New-
No other a^ts of extraordinary violence took place during

J4j^,jjp.

the winter. A firm determination of refiftance, was, how-
fl-iire.

ever, univerfally fpread, and grew the llronger by the arrival

of the King's Ipeech, and the addreffes of the new parlia-

ment ; which feemed, in the opinion of the Americans,

nearly to cut off all hopes of reconciliation. It is remarka-
ble that all the afts and public declarations, which here were
recommended as the means of pacifying, by intimidating

that people, conftantly produced the contrary effect. The
more clearly a determination was*fhewn to enforce an high

authority, the more flrenuoufly the colonifts feemed deter-

mined to refift it. Theaffembly of Penj'ylvajiia, whirh met
by adjournment towards the clofe of the year, was the firft

legal convention ivhich unanimoufly approved of and ra[ified

all the a6i;s of the general congrefs, and appointed delegates

to reprefent them in the new congrefs, which was to be held

in the enfuing month of May.
The proceedings were fimilar in other places, whether Refoluti-

tranfa£ted by the affembhes, or by provincial conventions of "^^^^-^ ^^^

deputies. The convention of Maryland appointed a fum of G.Cap-

money for the purchafe of arms and ammunition. A provin- P'^^T^

cial convention, which was held at Philadelphia in the latter
'"

,

end of January, pafled a number of refolutions for tlie en-

couragement of the moif neceilary manufadures within them-
felves ; among which, fait, gunpowder, faltpetre, and ftecl,

were particularly recommended. They alfo pafled a ; efoluti-

on, in which they declared it to be their moil earned: wifh and
defire to fee harmony reflored between Great Britain and the

colonies; and that they would exert their utmoft endeavours

for the attainment of that moft defirable objed. But tltat

if the humble and loyal petition of the congrefs to his Ma-
jefty fhould be difregarded, and the Brirjfn admialilration,

infread of redrelTing their grievances fhould derermine by
force to effect a fubmlffion to the late arbitrary acts of par-

liament, in fuch a fituation they hold it their indifpenfablc

duty to refifl fuch force, and at every hazard to defend the

rights and liberties of America.Fa- The
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177^. The afTcinbly of New-York, which met in the beginning

J-in. loth of ihc year, was, however, a fingle exception to the reft: of
'^^"'^—

' the continent. In this affenibly, after very confuierable de-
Rcjp^ted [)ites upon the queftion of accecling to the refolutions of the
at New- general congiefs, it was reje6led upon a divifion, though by
loiiC. ^ ^,^j.^, fmail mr.joriry. 1 hey afterwards proceeded to ftate

the pi.'bhc grievances, with an intention of laying them be-

fore the king and parHament ; a moJe of application in

which they were much encouraged by the lieutenant-gover-

nor, and from which they prefaged the happieft effe6ts,

flattering themfelves, that when all other means had failed

of fuccefs, thev fliould have the lafting honour of procuring

a thorough reconciliation between tlie mother country and

the colonies: a hope> however fruitlefs, which probably had

a .great effect in their late determination. It was alfo faid,

that this method had been fuggefted to them from authority

in England. They accordingly drew up that petition to the

king, memorial to the lord?, and repreientation and remon-
il ranee to the commons, the inefBcacy of which we have
a'rravly feen.

Feb. iH. '^''^ "^^ provincial congrefs, which met at Cambridge,-

in Malfachufett's Bay, did not deviate from the line which
1 foce?^-

|,.,j] 5f;gj^ chalked cut by their predeceffors. Among other
j''g^ or

refclutions they publiflied one^ to inform the people, that
".*"^^'. from the prefent difpofition of the Britifh miniflry and parli-

?1 C ' ament, there was real caufe to fear, that the reafonable and

srefs
juil applications of that continent to Great Britain for peace,

iaiVIaffa- ^^^-''^y » and fafety, would not meet with a favourable recep-

chufett's- ^^°" » but, on the contrary, from the large reinforcement of

Bay. troops expe8;ed in that colony, the tenor of intelligence frorn

Great Britain, and general appearances, they have reafon to

apprehend, that thefudden defl:ru6tion of that colony in par-

ticular v/as intended, for refufing, with the other American
colonies, tamely to fubmit to, what they termed, the mod'
ignominious davery. '{frotTiii,.". .

They therefore urged, in the ftrongefl: terms, the militia

in general, and the minute men in particular, to fpare neither

time, pains, nor expence, at fo critical a iun6iure, in per-

kcting thcmfelves foiihwith in military difcipline. They
pafied other refolations for the providing and making of fire-

arm.s and bayonets; and renewed m-ore flridly the prohibi-

tion of their prcdeccfTors, againft: fupplying the troops at

Bofton with any of thofe necefTaries which are peculiarly re-

quifuc for the military fervice ; the m.arkets at Bofton being
Hill open to the fupply of provifions. As we have made ufc

of
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of a term which has hitherto been unknown hi military trjinf- i -^.^,

a£t:icns, it may require i'ome expLir.ation. By minute men ^—-v--^j

are to beunderllood a {ele6t number of the militia, who un-

dertake to hold themfelves upon all occalions, and at the

fiiortetl notice, in readinefs for adual fervice. By their

alertnefs they have fince ihewn that the name was net mil-

apphed.

A circular letter from the fecret?.ry of flaie for the Ame-
rican department, forbidding, in the king's n^im.e, ard under

pain of his difpleafure, the eleclion cf deputies lor the en-

fuing general congrels, was productive ot: no manner ot ti-

fe£l ; the ele6tions every where took place, even in the pro-

vince of New- York, notwithftanding the late refcluticn in

their afiembly.

Things continued very cuiet at Boflon. To which the

injunctions of the different congrelTes perhaps contributed as

much, as the fnips of war that crowded the harbour, or the

force that was flationed in the town. The calm was howe-

ver precarious and fallacious on both fides. Combuifible

matter had been gathered in abundance. More was in pre-

paration, and the leail fpark was likely to kindle a general

conflagration.

Governor Gage having received intelligence that fome Feb. 26.

brafs cannon were depofited in the town of Salem, fent a
^^ ,

detachment of troops under the command of a field officer,

on board a tranfport, in order to feize upon and bring them
^^^^ ^

to Bcfton. The troops having landed at Marblehead, pro- feize en
ceeded to Salem, where they were difappointed as to finding fome
the cannon ; but having fome reafon to imagine they had cannon
been only removed that morning in confequence of their ap- at Salem.

proach, it induced them to march farther into the country in

hopes of overtaking them. In this purfuit they arrived at a

draw-bridge over a fmall river, where a number of the country

people were affembled, and thofe on the oppofite fide had ta-

ken up the bridge to prevent their paffage. The commanding TQj-fjjg

ofiicer ordered the bridge to be let down, which the people at a draw
peremptoiily refufed, faying, that it was a private road, and bridge,

that he had no authority to demand a paffage that way. For
to the lafl moment the language of peace was preferved,

and until the fword was decifively drawn, all refinance v/as

carried on upon fome legal ground. Upon this refufal, the

officer determined to make ufe of a boat, thereby to gain

poffeflion of the bridge ; but the country people perceiving

his intention, feveral of them jumped into the boat with axes,

and cut holes thro' her bottom, which oc.cafioned fome feu f-

fie
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fie between them and the foldiers in and about the boat.

Things were now tending to extremities, as the commander
feemcd determined to force his pafl'age, and the others as

reibhitely bent to prevent it. In th's fituation, a neighbour-

ipcj clersryman, who had attended tl^e whole tranfa£tion, re-

monflrated with the lieutenant-colonel, upon the fatal con-

fequences which would inevitably attend his making ufe of

force. And finding that the point of military honour, with

refped; to making good his palTage, was the principal objeft

with that gentleman, it being then too late in the evening to

profecute his original defign, he prevailed upon the people to

let down the bridge, which the troops took poireffion of;

and the colonel having pullied a detachnnent a little way into

the country, in exercife of the right which he alTumed, they

immediately after returned, without nioleflation, on board

the tranlport. Thus ended this fiift expedition, withcut ef-

fe6f, and happily without mifchief. Enough appeared to

fnevv upon what a Hender thread the peace of the empire
hung ; and that the leaf! exertion of the military would
certainly bri^ng things to extremities. The people, ilnce the

a<5ls for calling au'ay their charter, and for protecting the

foldiery from any trial in the province, confidered themfelves

as put under military government. Every motion of that

body became fuipecled, and was in their eyes an exertion of

the mart odious andmoil dreadful tyranny.

This appearance of refillance feems, on the other fide,

to have greatly iriitated the military, for from this time
they appear to have lived upon worfe terms with the inha-

bitants ol Boflon than they had hitherto done ; fome general

and wanton infults, as well as particukr outrages having been

complained of. But the crifis was now fad: approaching, in

which all her lefier evils and calamities were to be loft and
forgotten in the contemplation of thofe of a great and feri-

ous nature.

^ . The Provincials having; coile8:ed a confiderable quantity

Lexin?-
niilitary Itores at the town or Concord, wnere the pro^

ton and
^^^^'^^ congrefs was alfo held, General Gage thought it ex-

Concord. P^^*<^nt to detach the grenadiers and light infantry of the

army, under the comrPiand of lieutenant-colonel Smith, and
major Pitcairn of the marines, in order to deftroy them. It

is faid and believed, that this expedition had another object

in view, which was to i€w^ on the perfons of Meffrs. Han-
cock and Adams, thofe great and obnoxious leaders of the

. fa6lion which oppofed the new fyftem of government. The
detachment, which was fuppofcd to confift of about 900

men.
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men, embarked at Boflon on th^ night preceding the 19th

of April, and having gone a little way up Charles river,

landed at a place called Phipps's Farm, from whence they

proceeded with great filer.ce and expedition towards Con-

cord. Several officers on horfe back in the mean time fcour-

ed the roads, and fecured fuch country people as they chanced

to meet with at thac early time. Notwithftanding thefe pre-

cautions, they di (covered, by the firing of guns and the

ringing of bells, that the country was alarmed, and the peo-

ple a^ually began to aflemble in the neighbouring towns and

villages before day-light.

Upon their arrival at Lexington, about five in the morn-

ing, they found the company of militia, belonging to that

town, aflembled on a e:reen near the road ; upon which an

officer in the \an called out, Difperfey you rebels : throw

ilown your arfns, and difperfe : the foldiers at the iame time

running up with loud huzzas, fonr.e 'mattering fhots were firli

fired, and immediattlv fucceeded by a general difc'^arge, by

which eight of the militia were killed and feveral wounded.

Thus was the fiift blood drawn in this unhappy civil con-

tefl. Great pains were taken on each fide to (hew the other

to' have been the Rggreffor upon this occafion. A matter of

little confequence, in a political vievv^, as things were now
too far advanced to leave room for a probable hope ol any

other than fuch a final iffue. It was faid in the Gazette, that

the troops were firft upon from fome neighbouring houfes.

There is fome obfcurity in this bufinefs, for it appears, from

the general tenor of the evidence, as well as of fome of our

own people who were taken prifoners, as ol a great number

of the provincials, all w^hofe depofitions were regularly taken

and attefied by proper magifirates, that the firing both at

Lexington and Concord was commenced by the troops, In-

deed it feems evident, that a fingle company of militia,

flandiig, as it may be faid under the muzz,les of our foldiers

guns, would have been fufficient pledges to prevent any out-

rage from their friends and neighbours in the adjoining hou-

fes.

After this execution, the detachment proceeded to Con-

cord, the commanding officer having previoufiy difpatched

fix companies of light infantry to poflefs two bridges which

lay at lome diftante beyond the town, probably with a view

of preventing any of the fiores from being carried off that

way ; or, if he had orders about the feizure of perfons, to

prevent the efcape of thofe whom it was his object to fecure.

A body of militia who occupied a hill in the way, retired at

the
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I; 7^. the spprcach of the troops,, and paiTtd over one of ihofe

V—•—^^ bridgts, which was imnicdiately alter taken poffelnon of by

the \\z}c.X infantry. The mam body having arrived at the

town, proceeded to execute their commilhon, by rendering

3 pieces of iron cannon unserviceable, delhoying foiiie gun

and other carriages, and throwing feveral barrels of flour, gun-

powder, and mulket ball into the river, in the mean tin::e,

the militia which retired fscm the hill, feeing feveral fires

in the tcv/n which they apprehended to be of houfes in

flames, returned towards tl^e bridge which they had lately

pafied, and which lay in their way tb.ither. Upon this

movement, the light infantry retired on the Concord Tide cf

the river, and began to pull up the bridge ; but upon the

near approach of the m/ditia, (who feemed iludioufly to have,

avoided all appearance of begirning the attack, and made as

if they only wanted to pafs as ccmmon travellers) the foldi-

ers immediately hred, zrA killed two men. The provincials

returned the fire, and a ftirrniili enfued at the bridge, in

which the former feern to have been under fom^e difadvan-.

tage, and were forced to rtireat, having feveral men killed

and wounded, and a licuten.int and fome others taken.

p . About this time the country rofe upon them. The troops

^ifes i

were attacked on all quarters ; fkirmiili iucceeded upon fk;:-

milh ; and a continued, though fcattering and irregular fire,

was fuppcrted through the wiiole of a long and very hot day.

In the maich back of fix miles to Lexington, the troops

were exceedingly annoyed, not only by the purkiers, but by
the fire ficin houfes, walls, and other coverts, all of which
were filled or lined with armed m.en.

It happened fortunately, that General Gage, apprehen-

five of the danger of the fcrvice, had detached Lord Percy

early in the morning with i6 com^panies of foot, a detach-

m.ent of marines, and two pieces of cannon, to fupport Co-
lonel Smith's detachment, and tliat they were arrived at

Lexington, by the time the others had returned from Con-
cord. IT.is circumfiance was the msore fortunate, as it is

reported the firft detachment had by that time expended all

tlieir animiinition ; but if that even had not been the cafe,

it fcarcely feems pcffiblc that they could have efcaped being

cut off or taken in the long fubfequent retreat of fifteen

miles.

'Ihis powerful fupport, efpecially the cannon, afforded a

breathing-lime to the firft detachment at Lexington, which
they already much v/antcd. "1 he field pieces obliged the

provincials to keep their diri:ance. But as foon as the troops

re fumed

arnjs.

L. Per-

«- V s oc-
J

lachment
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refumed their march, the attacks, as the country people be-

came more numerous^ grew in proportion more violent, and

the danger was continually augmenting, until they arrived

about fuii-fet at Charlellow n ; from v hence they paued over

dire6l!y to BoJlon, under the proteflion (as the provincials

fay) of the guns of the Somerfet man of war ; the troops

being entirely fpent and worn down, by the excefllve fatigues

they had undergone. They had marched that day near 35
miles.

The lofs was not fo great on either fide, as the length, ir- Lofs on

regularity, and variety of the engagement might feeni to in- ^^^^

dicate; which may be attributed to the provincials not being "^-s*

at firil: powerful in number, and to their being afterwards

kept at fome diflance by the field pieces. The king's trcops,

as may be expected, were the greater fufferers, having loil

in kilted, wounded, and prifoners, 273 men, of which 65
v/ere killed, 2 lieutenants, and above 20 private men taken

prffoners, and Colonel Smith, with another lieutenant-cclo-

r.ei and feveral cfEcers, wounded. By the provincial ac-

cruntP. which gives the names and places ol abode of thole

who fell on thtir fide, their lofs in killed and wounded (in-

cluding thofe who fell by the iirfl fire in the morning at Lex-
ington) am.ounted only to about fixty, of which near tuo
thirds were killed.

By the nearefc calculation that can be made, there were
from 1800 to 2000 of the befl: troops in the fervice (being

about half the force that was then ftationed at Bollon) em-
ployed upon this expedition, llie event fufficiently fiiewed

how ill-informed thofe were who had fo often afierted at home,
that a regiment or two could force their way through any
part of the continent, and that the very fight of a grenadier's

cap, would be fufticient to put an American army to flight.

Upon this cccafon, each {\Cq charged the other with the

mofc inhuman cruelties. Civil wars produce many fuch

charges ; but we have good reafon, and fome authority for

believing, that ihefe accounts, if at all true on either fide,

'were much exaggerated. On one fide, it is certain, thai an
officer and fome of the foldiers vv'ho v.'ere wounded and pri-

foners, gave public teftimonials of the humanity with which
they were treated ; and that the provincial comm.anders fent

an offer to General Gage, to admit his furgeons to come
and drefs the wounded.

Although on the other fide, the regulars were charged
with killing the old, the infirm, the unarmed, and the

wounded, witliout mercy ; with burning feveral houfes, and

plundering
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1775. plundering every thing that came in their way ; we have had
^—>/—' too conftant and uniform an experience of the honour of our

officers, and the humanity of our foldierSj not to confider

this account as equally exaggerated.

p n This affair immediately called up the whole province in

.
.

P
J arms ; and though a fufficient number were fpeedily affem-

1 'j^^r^x. ^'^*^ efFe6ually to inveft the king's troops in Bofton, it was

rumbcrs ^^''^^ diffi iilty that the crowds who were hallily marching

oftbe from different pirts, could be prevailed upon to return to

znilitia. their re!pe£tive homes. The body of militia which fur-

rounded 13oil:on, amounted, as it wasfaid, to above 20,000
men, under the command of the Colonels Ward, Fribble,

Heath, Prefcor, and Thomas, who for the prefent a6led as

generals, and having fixed their head quarters at Cambridge,

formed a line of encampment, the right wing of which ex-

tended from that town to Roxbury, and the left to M> flick,

the dillance between the points being about thirty miles.

This line they flrengthened with artillery. They were

fpeedily joined by Colons 1 Putnam, an old and and brave

provincial officer, who had acquired experience and reputa-

tion in the two lalt wars. He encamped with a large de-

tachment of Conne6ticut troops in fuch a pofition, as to be

reailily able to fupport thofe who were before the town.

p . In the mean time the provincial congrefs. which was now
removed to Watertown, drew up an addrefs to the inhabi-

jyj^^g tants of Great Britain, in which they flated the mofl mate-

addr.fs ^^"^ particulars, relative to the late engagement, and took

the pto- pains to fhew, that hcflilities were firll commenced, and

pie fG. blood drawn, both at Lexington and Concord by the regu-

Briuin. lars. They complain of the ravages committed by them in

their relreatt ; place much dependence on the honour, wif-

dom, aud valour of Britons, from which they hope their in-

terference in preventing the prolecution of meafures, which,

they i-eprefent, as equally ruinous to the mother country and

the colonies; they rhake great profefTions of loyalty ; but

butdeclale, that they will not tamely fubmit to the perfecu-

tion and tyranny of a cruel miniilry, and (appealing to Hea-

ven for the juffice of their caufe) that they are determined

to die cr hz free.

Meafures The provincial congrefs alfo pafled a vote for the array

purfued and fupport of an army ; fixed the pay of the officers and
tor the foidiers, and publifned rules and orders for its regulation and
array and governnncnt. To provide for the military expence, they
lupport paflec •:. vote for the ilTuing of aconfiderable funii in paper cur*

anar-
f^ncy, v.hich was to be received in all cafes as money, and

^ tne
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the faith ot the province pledged for its payment. As the I775.'

term for which they were chofen was to expire on the 30th May,5tli

of May, they gave notice for the election of a new con- ^-"-^—

'

grels, to meet on the 31ft of that month at the fame place, t*ay of

and to be continued for fix months, and no longer. They tneom-

alfo pafTed a refolution, that General Gage had, by the late ^^'^^^"^

tranlaQ:ions, and many other means, utterly difqualified /* ^^"^

liimielf from ferving that colony as a governor, or in any '

ether capacity, and that therefore no obedience was in fu-

ture due to him ; but that on the contrary he ought to be

confidered and guarded againfl:, as an unnatural and invete-

rate enemy to the country.

The affair at Lexington (though fom.e fuch event mufl
have been long forefeen and expe9:ed) excited the gfeateft

indignation in the oilier colonies, and they prepared tor war
with as much eagernefs and difpatch as if an enemy had al-

ready appeared at each of their doors. The bravery fhewn
by the militia in this their 6rft effay, and the fuppofed ad-

vantages they had obtained over the fegulars, v/ere matters

of great exultation; while thofe Vv'ho [ell in the a<5lion were
regretted with the deepell: concern, and honoured, not onfy
as patriots, but as martyrs, who had died bravely tn the

caufe of their country. The outrages and cruelties charged

upon the king's forces, however unjuflly founded, produced

a great eife6t, and increafed the public fever.

In fome places the magazines were feized. and in New-
Jerfey the treafury ; a confiderable fum of money in which
was appropriated to the payment of the troops they were
raifing. At the fame time, without waiting for any concert

or advice, a flop was almoft every v/here put to the expor-

tation of provifions ; and in fome places all exportation was
ftopt, till the opinion of the general congrefs upon that fub-

je6t was known. Lord North's conciliatory plan, or the re-

loiution founded upon ir, was totally rejected bv the aOem-
blies of Penfylvania and New Jerfey ; nor was it received

any where.

Tn the mean time, the governor and forces at Bofton, as

well as the inhabitants, continued clofely blocked up by land j

and being (hut out from all fupplies of frefli provifions and
vegetables, which the neighbouring counties could have af-

forded by fea, they began to experience thofe inconvenien-

cies which afterwards amounted to real diflrefs. As the in-

habitants had now no other refource for their fubfiftance

- than the king's (lores, the provincials were the more fcri^tin

preventing all fupplies, hoping that the want of provifions

would
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would lay the governor under a necefllty of confenting to

their departure from the town ; or ai leall: that the women
"and children would be fufFered to depart, which was repeat-

edly applied for. It is probable that the governor confidered

the inhabitants as neceifary hoftages for the iecurity of the

Capitu- town, at leaft, if not of the troops. However it was, he at

lation length entered into a capitulation with the inhabitants, by

•with the which, upon condition of delivering up their arms, they were
inhabi- to have free liberty to depart with all their other effects,

tants of The inhabitants accordingly delivered up their arms ; but
Bofton to their utter difmay and aftonifhment, the p;overnor refufed
not aa- j^ fulfil the cojiditions on his fide. This breach of faith, and
lietea to.

ji^g confequences that attended it, were much complained

of. JVlany, however, both then, and at different times af-

ter, obtained permidion to quit the town ; but they were

obliged to leave all their effects behind ; fo that thofe who
had hitherto lived in eafe and afPiuence, were at once redu-

ced to the extremity of indigence and mifery. The general

congrefs ranked amongft their bitterefl: complaints the fuffer-

ings of the inhabitants in this refpe^f. They fay, that paff-

ports were granted or retained in fuch a manner, that fami-

lies were broken and the dearefl connections feparated
; part

being compelled to quit the town, and part retained againfl

their will. This, by far the mod difhonourable to govern-

iTient, we are obliged in fairnefs to ftate according to the

provincial narrative, no other having appeared to contradi6t

or qualify it. The poor and helplefs vixre all fent out:

./aiq CHAP.
.07/
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CHAP. vri.

From the meeting of the General Ccngrefs at Philadelphia^ May
10, I'J'l^y (piirfiiant to adjournment, from Ocl. 26, 177,;^,

to the blockade oj Bofton, in fuiy following, by the generals

JVafjington and Lee ; vjith a particular account of the aflion

oj Bunker'' s-HiII.

> H E Continental Congrefs having met at the time ap- i 775*

pointed at Philadelphia, foon adopted fuch meafures as May 10.

confirmed the people in their refclution and condu6l. A- ^"""^^—

'

mong their firft acts were refolations for the raifing of an Rer)lutl-

army, and the eilabhlliment of a large paper currency for onsfor

iis p.iyment ; the *' United CoUnies^"* (by which appellation raifiOgan

they refolved that they fliculd be known and diilinguiflied army, the

for the future) being fccurities for realizing the nominal va- eftabiilTi.

lue of this currency. They alfo ftridly prohibited the fup- ni<?ntof a

p!ying of the Britifh fillieries with any kind of provifions ; P^P^'"

and to render this order the more effectual, ftopt all exporta-
*^"J^^^"^y

tion to thofe colonies, iflands, and places which fi:ill retained
. . prevent

their obedience. This meafure, which does not feem to have
Rj-jf jf]-^

been expelled, or even apprehended at home, occafioned no
fiflieries

fmali diftrefs to the people at Newfoundland, and to all thofe from be-
employed in the fiiheries ; infomuch that to prevent an abfo- jng fup-

lute famine, feveral fhips were under a neceflity of return- pli'dwitli

ing light from that flation, to carry out cargoes of provifions provifi-j

from Ireland. ons.

The city and province of New-York, notwithilanding

their former moderation, feemed, upon receiving an account

of the late action, to receive alfo a plentiful portion of that

fpirlt which operated in the other colonies. A mod nume-
rous affociation was accordinglv formed, and a Provincial

Congrefs elected. But as lome regiments from Ireland

were expeQed fpeedily to arrive there, and that capital, be-

fides, lies open to the fea, its fituation became very critical.

In thefe circumfl usees, a body ol Connecticut men arrived

in the neighbourhood of that citv, avowedly for its protecti-

on, and probably alfo to fuppcrt the prefent difpofition of the

people. Their ilrergth was ret, h.cwever, fufEcient to af-

ford an efte£tual protection ; nor, if it had been greater,

would it have availed againfl: an attack by fea. The city ac-

cordingly
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1775. cordlngly applied, through its delegates, to the Continental

v^~y-^-/ Congrefs for inftru6tions how to a6i: upon the arrival of the

Appl'ca- troops. The Congrefs advifcd them for the prefent, to aft

lion from defenfively with relpe6t to the troops, lo far as it could be
the pec- done confiftently with their own fecurity ;— to fuffer them to
pie ot N. occupy their barracks, To long as they behaved peaceably and
York to quietly ; but not to fuffer them to ereft any fortification, or
the Gen.

j^ ^^^ manner to cut ofF the communications between the
Congrc s.

^-^^ ^^^ country ; and if they attempted hoftilities, that they

fhould defend themfelves, and repel force by force. They
alfo recommended to them, to provide for the worfl: that

might happen, by fecuring places of retreat for the women
and children ; by removing the arms and ammunition from
the magazines ; and by keeping a fufficient number of men
embodied for the protedion of the inhabitants in general —
The departure of fo many helplefs objects from the places of

their habitation, was a very affe<5ling fpedacle. That once
flouriihing commercial city was now become almofi: a defart.

It was by its own inhabitants devoted to the flames. It hap-

pened, perhaps happily for New-York, that the troops be-

ing more wanted at Bofton, were not landed there.

Crown- In the mean time, feveral private perfons belonging to the
pointand back parts of Conne6ticut, MafTachijIett's, and New-York,
J iconde- undertook at their own rifque, and without any public com-
'^?^"^'mand or participation, an expedition of the utmot^ importance,
"

' and whieh not only in its confequences moft materially affec-

ted the inlerefl and power of government in the colonies; but

had brought the queftion to the critical nicety of a point,

and the decifion to depend merely upon accident, whether

we fhould have a fingle poiTeffion left in North-America.

This was the furprize of Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and

other fortreffes, fituatcd upon the great lakes, and command-
ing the paiTes between the Brltifh colonies and Canada. It

feems that fome of ihofe who were among the firfl that

formed this defign, and had fet out witli the greatefl privacy

in its profecution, met by the way with o^heiSs who, with-

out any previous concert, were embarked in the fame prc-

je6l j foextenfive was that fpirit of enterprize which thefe un-

happy contefls called into atlion. Thefeadv enturers, amoun-

tino- in the whole to about 240 men, under the command of

a Colonel Kaflon, and a Colonel Ethan Allen, with great

perfeverance and addrefs, furprized the fmall garrifons of Ti-

conderoga and Crown Point. Thefe fortrefTes were taken

without the lofs of a mm on either fide. They found in the

forts a corfiderable artillery, amounting, as they faid, to a-

bove
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bove 200 pieces of cannon, befides ibme mortars, howits, 1775.
and quantities of various ftoret, which were to thtm highly v—v-,^
vaUiable ; they alio took two veffcis, which gave them the

command o\ Lake Champlain, and materials ready prepared

at Ticonderoga for the buildirg and equipping of others.

During thefe tranfa6lions the Gene!al^ Howe, Burgoyne, May, 25,
and Clinton, arrived at Eofton from Kng-land, together with q„ ^

a confiderable number of marines, an^ draughts trom other ^ud
regiments, to fupply the vacancies there Thefe were foon troops
followed by feverai regiment from freiand, fo that the force arrive at
at Bofton, with refpe^t to number, the goodnefs of the troops, Bofton.

aad the character of the commanders, was become very re-

fpedlable ; and it was generally believed, that matters could

not continue m»uch longer in their then fituation.

Nothing remarkable had yet happened fmce the com- En^aje-
mencement of the blockade, except two Imall engagements nients in

which arofe from the attempts of either party to carry off the thei-

ftockof fome o{ thofe iflands, with which the bay of Bofton is (lands

interfperfed, and which afforded the mixed fpe6:2cle of fhips,near Bof-

boats, and men, engaged by land and water. In both thefe ^^^-'i-

iRirmifhes (each of which continued for feveral hours) the

king's troops v/ere foiled, with fome lofs; and in the la ft,

which happened at Hogg and Noddle's-Iflands, an armed
fchooner being left by the tide, the people after ftanding a fe-

vere fire of fmall arms, and two pieces of artillery from the

fhore, were at length obliged to abandon her, and fhe was
burned by the provincials.

Notwithftanding the late reinforcements, and the arrival,

of generals of the moft active character, the troops continu-

ed for fome time very quiet at Bofton. On the other fide,

it is probable that an attempt would have been made to ftorm
that town, while the people were hot in blood after the affair

of Lexington, if a concern for the prefervation of the inha-

bitants had not prevailed over every other confideratlon. It

muft however be allowed, that from the number of veffels of
war, which nearly furrounded the peninfula, as well as the
vaft artillery by which it was protected, and the excellency

of the troops, that fuch an attempt muft have been attended
with great difficulty and danger, and that the deftra^lion of
the town muft have been laid down as an inevitable confe-

quence. There were other matters alfo of confideration. A
repulfe to new troops, or the carnage that would even attend

fuccefs in fo arduous a conftift, might have beeir attended
with fatal confequences ; the people were not only new to

war, but they were in a new and ftrange ftate and fttuation ;

they
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1775. they were entering into an untried, unthought-of, and un-

Vw-v-^^ natural contetf,^ loaded with the mofl: fatal confequence^,

without experience to guide, or precedent to dire6t them ;

ihey had not yet in general renounced all hopes of an acco-

inod.uion, and thofe who had npt, would totally condemn a-

nv violence w^hich Ihut them out from fo defirabie 'ix\ event ;

in fuch a w^avering ftate of hope, fear, and uncertainty,'

much caution was tob« ufed, as any untoward event, might

fuddenly damp the ardoiKof the people, diffolve their refolu-

lions, and lliake all their confederacies to pieces.

lane, 8. I" the mean lime the Continental Congrefs refolved, tliat

^ P the compa6t between the crown and the people of MaiTachu- 1

/ c fett's-Bay, was diffolved, by the violation of the charter of

Hvethat William and Mary ; and therefore recommended to the peo-

the com- P^^
^^ '^''^^ province, to proceed to the eftablilhment of a new

pa£l be- government, by ele£ling a Governor, AHiftants, and Houfe

tween of Affembly, according to the powers contained in their ori-

the ginal charter. They pafled another relblution, that no bill

crown & of exchange, draught, or order, of any officer in the army
the pro- Qj- navy, their agents, or contra6l:ors, (liould be received or
vince of negoclated, or any money fupplied to them by any perfon

;

^^"'^" and prohibited the fupplyingof the army, navy, or fnips em-

r. • ployed in the tranfoort fervice, with provifions or neceffaries
Bay IS 1 -^ - . - ^ r .. » .

^ . , ^ „. ..

cliufett's

J. A. . , ot any kind. They alfo ereded a general poft-office ar Phila-
' delphia, which alfo extended through all the united colonies

;

Erect a ^^^ (ome time after placed Dr. Franklin, who had been dif-
general

^^^lzz^ and remov.ed from that office in England, at the head

fi^^"°
'

^^^^' Thus had they, in effe6l:, only under the name of re-

commendation and council, affumed all the powers of a fu-

preme government.

June, 12, About the Gime time G.^neral Gage illued a proclamaticnj

Procla- by which a pardon was offered in the king's name, to all thofe

mation vi-ho fhculd torthv.^ith lay down their arms, and return to their

of rebel- refpefitive occupations and peaceable duties, excepting only

Hon by from the benefit of the pardon, Samuel Adams atid

G. Gage. John H a n d c o c k, whofe offences were faid to be of too

flagitious a nature to admit of any otiier confideration than

that of condign punifhrnent. All thofe who did not accept of

the proffered mercy, or who fhould prote6l, aiTifl:, fupply, con-

ceal, or correfpond with them, to be treated as rebels and

traitors, k alfo declared, that as a llcp wcs put to tl.e due

courfe of juilice, marihal lav/ fhould take place till the laws

were reftored to their due eflicacy. It is necdlcfs to cbferve,

that this proclamation had as little efFe6i; as any of thofe tliai

preceded
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preceded it. Mr. Hand cock* was about that time
chofen prefident of the Continental Congrefs.

This proclamation was looked upon as the preliminary to

immediate action. Accordingly, horn that moment both

* This gentleman was born in the province of Malfachufett's

Bay, in North America, in which he enjoyed a very confiderable ^'I''-Han°

fortune. From the firft difturbances in Ahierica, about the cock's

Stamp-a(St, he took a very adive part in the defence of, what he ch^rader

concluded to be, the Rights and Liberties of his native countrv.

When delegates were fiilt chofen to meet in continental congrefs,

he was eleded one of the reprefentatives for his province ; and on
the death of Peyton Randolph, efq; unaniiuoufly chofen Prefident.

His eloquence was nianifefted by his very fpirited oration on the

anniverfary of the malfacre at Bofton ; and his coolnefs muft be
acknowledged, when it is known that moft of the dutiful ad-
dreffes, and conciliatory propofals, originated from his pen. He is

at prefent in his 38th year, and was married laft Autumn, to one
cf the mofb beautiful and accomplillied ladies in America, who
brought him a very confiderable addition to his paternal fortune,

yet he fcorned to lie down in the lap of eafe, but refolved to de-
vote all his abilities to the benefit of that country, whofe united

voice, from the knowledge of his many virtues, called him to pre-

lide over the free eie6led reprefentatives of the whole continent,

Mr. ADAMS, is a gentleman who has made a great figure in

America, and has taken fo active a part in all her difputes with the

mother country, that he was joined with Mr. Han^cock'in being the -^"^^"^ ^'

on!y perfons refufed pardons on returning to their duty to theBri-
tilh adminiftration, in the proclamation jult iffued by Gen. Gage.
He is a man of fortune, and a native of New-England ; about

54 years of age, and early imbibed a love for a conftitutional Li-

berty, which love he carried to a degree of enthufiafni, that

v/ould not prevent him to be a filent fpectator of thetdifputes which
arofe firft about the Stamp a6l, and fince on the Tea. He took
every opportunity to v^^arn his countrymen of the dangers arifing to

their liberties ; and however fome may think the queftion proble-
matical, yet as he always atted from principle, if he is even mif-
taken, he has a juft claim to the tide of an honeji man. When it

was thought neceifary to convene delegates, from the different

provinces, he was fent to the Gen. Continental Congrefs, as one
cf the reprefentatives for the province of Malfachufett's Bay. In

what light he is held by the Americans may be eafily gathered,
from his being lately appointed to a poft equivalent to that of Se-
cretary cfllate. In fnort, he is an able politician j and the attack

on Canada by the Provincials w^as in confcquence of a plan Jaid

down by him.

G fides
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fides held themfelves in readinefs for it. The poft of Charle-

llown had hitherto been negle6:ed by both the parties. The
piocincials thought it necedary for ihem, whether they

•Ihould chu'e lo atl on the defenfive or offenfive. They ac-

cordingly made the necefl'ary preparations, and fent a body

of men thither at night with the greateft privacy, to throw

up works upon Bunker's-Hill, an high ground that Ues joft

within the ifthmus, or neck of land that joins the peninfula

to the continent. This peninfula is very fimilar to that on
which Bofion (lands, excepting that the ifthmus is confider-

ably wider, and that Bunker's Hill is much higher than any
hill in the latter. The towns are only feparated by Charles-

Kiver, which in that part is only about the breadth of the

Thames between London and Southwark ; fo that Charlef-

town Teemed to hold the fame connexion with Boflon> that

the Borough does with that city.

The party that was fent upon this fervice, carried on their

works with fuch extraordinary order and filence, that though

the peninfula was furrounded wiih fhips of war, they were
not heard during the night, and ufed fuch incredible difpatch

in the execution, that they had a fmall but flrong redoubt,

confiderable entrenchments, and a breatl-work, that was in

feme parts cannon proof, far advanced towards completion

by break of day. The fight of the works, was the firft no-
june 17. tice that alarmed the Lively man of war early in the morning,

and her guns called the tovv^n, camp, and fleet to behold a

fight, which feemed little lefs than a prodigy.

A iieavy and continued fire of cannon, howitzers, and

mortars, was froai thence carried on upon the works, from
the iliips, floating baiteries, and from the top of Cop's-Hill

in Bcfton. Such a great and incelTant roar of artillery,

would have been a tri^l to the firmnefs of old foldiers, and
mull: "undoubtedly have greatly impeded the completion of

the works; it is however faid, that they bore this fevere

fire with wonderful firmnefs, and feemed to go on with their

bufinefs as if no enemy had been near, nor danger in the

fervice
'

A(?^on at
About noon. General Gage caufed a confiderable body of

I'ur ker's ^r^<^ps to be embarked under the command of IVlajor-Gene-

ll^[[^ ral Howe, and Brigadier- General Pigot, to drive the Pro-

vincials from their works. This detachment confifted of
ten companies of grenadiers, as many of light infantry, and
the 5th, 38th, 43d, and 52d battalions, with a proper ar-

tillery, who were landed and drawn up without oppofition,

under the fire of the Ihips of war. The two generals found

the
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the enemy fo numerous, and in fuch a poflure of defence,

that they thought it neceffary to fend back for a reinforce-

ment before they commenced the attack ; they were accord-

ly joined by fome companies of hght infantry and grenadiers,

by the 47th regiment, and by the firft battaUon of marines

amounting in the whole, as reprefented by General Gage's
letter, to fomething more than 2000 men.

The attack was begun by a moft fevere fire of cannon and
howitzers, under which the troops advanced very (lowly to-

wards the enemy, and halted feveral times, to afford an op-

portunity to the artillery to ruin the works, and to throw

the provincials into confufion. Whatever it proceeded from,

whether from the number, fituation, or countenance of the

enemy, or from all together, the king's forces feem to have
been unufually flaggered in this attack. The provincials

threw fome men into the houfes of Charleflown, which co-

vered their right flank, by which means. General Pigot, who
commanded our left wing, and to whofe activity, bravery,

and firmnefs, much of this day's fuccefs was owing, was at

once engaged with the lines, and with thofe in the houfes. In Charkf-

this confli6t, Charleftown, whether by carcaffes thrown town

from the fhips, or by the troops, is uncertain, was unfortu- burnt,

nately fet on fire in feveral places, and burnt to the ground.

The provincials flood this fevere and continual fire of fmall

arms and artillery, with arefolution and perfeverance, which
would not have done difcredit to old troops. They did not

return a (hot, until the king's forces had approached almoft

to the works, when a moft dreadful fire took place, by
which a number of our braveft men asd officers fell. Some
gentlemen, who had ferved in the moft diftinguifned actions

of the laft war, declared, that for the time it lafted, it was
the hotteft engagement they ever knew. It is then no won-
der, if under fo heavy and deftrudive a fire, our troops were
thrown into fome diforder. It is faid, that General Howe^
was for a few feconds left nearly alone ; and it is certain,

that moft of the officers near his perfon, were either killed or

wounded. His coolnefs, firmnefs, and prefence of mind on

this occafion cannot be too much applauded. It fully an-

fwered all the ideas fo generally entertained of the courage

of his family. It is faid, that in this critical moment. Ge-
neral Clinton, who arrived from Bofton during the engage-

ment, by a happy manoeuvre, rallied the troops almoft in-

ftantaneoufly, and brought them again to the charge. How-
ever that was, their uiual intrepidity now produced its ufual

effeds 5 they attacked the works with fixed bayonets, and

G 2 irrcfiftible
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irrefiftible fury, and forced them in every quarter.

Though many of the provincials were deftitute of bayonets,

and, as they affirm, their ammunition was expended, a

number of them fought defpcrately within the works, and

were not drove from them without difficulty. They at length

retreated -over Charleffown neck, which was enfiladed by the

guns of the Glafgow man of war, and of two floating batte-

ries. They fuffered but little lofs from this formidable ar-

tillery, though the dread of it had prevented Tome regiments

who were ordered to fupport them from fulfilling their

duty.

Thus ended the hot and bloody affair of Bunker's- Hill,

,j^ in which we had more men and officers killed and wounded,

T^h^K' '" proportion to the number engaged, than in any other ac-
° ^ * tion which we can recollect. The whole lofs in killed and

' wounded, amounted to 1054, of whom 226 were killed ;

of thefe, 19 were commilTioned officers, including a lieute-

nant-colonel, 2 majors, and 7 captains
; 70 other officers

were wounded. Among thofe who were more generally re-

gretted upon this occafion, were Lieutenant-colonel Aber-

cromby, and the brave Major Pitcairne of the marines.

The Majors Williams and Spendlove, the laft of whom died

of his wounds fome time after the aQ:ion, had alfo fealed

their lives with fuch diftinguiffied honour, as to render their

lofs the more fenfibly felt. The event fufficiently ("hewed

the bravery of the king's troops. There was fcarcely a

fingle officer who had not fome opportunity of fignalizting

himfelf ; the generals and field officers ufed the moft extra-

ordinary exeitions. All thefe circumftances concur in View-

ing the hard and dangerous fcrvice in which they were en-

gaged. The battle of Quebec, in the late war, with all its

glory, and the vaftnefs of the confequences of which it was

produ6tive, was not fo de(lru6live to our officers, as this af-

fair of a retrenchment cafl: up in a few hours. It was a mat-

ter of grievous refleQ:ion, that thofe brave men, many of

whom had nobly contributed their fhare, when engaged

againft h^r natural enemies, to extend the military glory of

their country into every quarter of the globe, fliculd now
have fuffered fo feverely, in only a prelude to this unhappy
civil conteft.

The fate of Charleflcwn was alfo a matter of melancholy

contemplation to the fericus and unprejudiced of all parties.

It was the firft fettlement made in the colony, and was con-

fidered as the mother of Bofton, that town cwing its birth

and nurture to emigrants from the former. Charleftown

was
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Was large, handfome, and well built, both in refpeO: to its

public and private edifices; it contained about 400 houfes,

and had the greateft trade of any port in the province except

Bofton. It isfaid, that thet\^o ports cleared out a thouland

vefleis annually for a foreign trade, exclufive of an infinite

number of coaflers. It is now buried in its ruins. Such is

the termination of human labour, irduftry, and wifdom
;

and fuch are the fatal fruits of civil difTentions.

The king's troops took five pieces of cannon out of fix,
j^jjip^j g,

which the provincials brought into the peninfula ; and they vvounded
left about 30 wounded behind them. No other prifoners of ^j^g

were taken. Their lofs, according to an account publifiied provin-

by the provincial congrefs, was comparatively fmall, amount- cials,

ing to about 450, killed, wounded, mifTing, and prifoners.

On our (\(^z they are confident, thai the flaughver was much
more confiderable ; but of this we had no particulars, as

the account faid, that the provincials buried a great number
of their dead during the engagement. This is an extraordi-

nary circumftance. But the lofs they lamented m.ofl, was
that of Dr. Warren, who a6ting as a major-general, com- Dr.War-
manded the party upon this occafion, and was killed, fight- ren killed

ing bravely at their head, in a little redoubt to the right of

their lines. This gentleman, who u as rendered confpicuous

by his general merit, abilities, and eloquence, had been one

of the delegates to the firfl general, and was at this time

prefident of the provincial congrefs ; but quitting the peace-

able walk of his profefTion as a phyfician, and breaking

through the endearing ties of family fatiefaOiions, he ihevvcd

himfelf equally calculated for the field, as for public bufinefs

or private ftudy, and fhed his blood gallantly in, what he
deemed,' the fervice of his country. They loft fome other

ofFicers of name, one of whom, a lieutenant-colonel, died

of his wounds in the prifon at Bofion.

Both fides claimed much honour from this a8:ion. The
regulars, from having, it was faid, beaten three times their

own number, out of a flrongly fortified pofl, and under va-

rious other difadvantages. On the other fide, they repre-

fented the regulars as amounting to 3000 men, and rated

their own number only at 1500 ; and pretended, that this

fmall body not only withflood their attack, and repeatedly re-

pulfed them \v\x\\ great lofs, notwithflanding the powerful

artillery they had brought with them, but that they had at

the fame time, and for feveral hours before, fuflained a mofl;

intolerable fire, from the fhips of war, floating batteries, and
fixed battery at Bofton, which prevented them from being

able
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able in any degree to finifn their works. What their exa6t

number was cannot be eafily known, it was not probably fo

large as it was made in the Gazette account ; nor fo imall as

in that given by the Americans. However, the provincials

were by no means diTpirited by the event of this engagement.

They had fiicwn a great degree of activity and (kill in the

conilru<51ion of their Vv'orks ; and of conilancy, in maintain-

ing them under many difadvantages. They faid, that tlio'

they had loft a poft, they had almoft all the efFefts of the

molt complete vi6tory ; as they entirely put a (lop to the of-

fenfive opperations of a large army fent to fubdue them ; and
which they continued to blockade in a narrow town. They
now exulred, that their aftions had thoroughly refuted thofe

fifperfions which had been thrown upon them in England,

of a deficiency in fpirit and refolution.

Bunker's- From this tmie, thetroops kept poffeflionof the peninfula,

Hilj for- ^"^ fortified Bunker's-Hill and the entrance ; fo that the force

tified,by at Bofton was nov/ divided into two diftin61: parts, and had

the regu- two garrifons to maintain. In one fenfe, this was ufeful to

hrs. the troops, as it enlarged their quarters ; they having been

before much incommoded by the ftreightnefs in which they

were confined in Bofton, during the exceftive heats that al-

ways prevail there at that feafon of the year ; but this advan-

tage wascounterballanced by the great additional duty which

they were novy' obliged to perform. Their fituation was irk-

fome and degrading. They were furrounded and infuhed by

an enemy whom they had been taught to defpife. 7 hey

were cut off from frefh provifions, and all thofe refrefhments

of which they ftood in the greateft need, and which the neigh-

bouring countries afibrded in the greateft plenty. Thus their

wants were continual and aggravating remembrancers of the

circumftances of their fituation. Bad and fait provifions,

with confinement and the heat of the climate, naturally fill-

ed the hofpitals ; and the number of fick and wounded was
now faid to amount to 1600. Under thefe circumftances it

was rather wonderful that the number was not greater. But
few in comparison died.

Provinci- The provincials, after the a<£i:ion of Bunker's-Hill, imme-
als throw diately threw up works upon another hill oppofite to it on
up works their fide of Charleftown neck ; fo that the troops were as

on ' har- clofely inverted in that peninfula as they had been at Bofton.
IcUown They were alfo indefatigable in fecuring the moft expofed
"^^ pofts of their lines with ftrong redoubts covered with artillery,

and advanced their works clofe to the fortifications on Bofton

neck; while, with equal boldnefs and addfefs, they burnt an

advanced
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advanced guard-hoafe belonging to our people. As the latter

were abundantly furnilhed with all manner of military {lores

and artillery, they were not fparing in throwing fhells, and Gaard

fupporting a great cannonade upon the works ol the provin- lioufe

cials, which had little other effed than to inure them to that ^^^f^^*

fort of fervice, and to wear off the dread otthofe noify meff-

engers of fate. On the other fide, they feeni to have been

cautious in expending their powder.

A regiment of light cavalry which arrived at Bofton from
Ireland, and which were never able to fet foot beyond that

garrifon, ferved only to create new wants, and to increafe the

incommodities of the people, as well as of the army. The hay
which grew upon the iflands in the bay, became now an ob-

l^Qi of necelTary attention, as well as the fheep and cattle

which they contained ; but the provincials having procured a

number of whaling-boats, and being mailers of the fliore and

inlets of the bay, were notwithftanding the vigilance and

number of the (hips of war and armed vedels, too fuccefsful

in burning, deflroying, or carrying away, thofe effen'^ial ar-

ticles of fupply. Thefe enterprizes brought on feveral {kir-

miflies, and they grew at length fo daring, that they burnt L|a-ht-
the light-houfe, which was fuuated on an ifland at the entrance houfe
of the harbour, thSugh a man of war lay within a mile of burnt,

them at the time ; and fome carpenters being afterwards fcnt,

under the protefiion of a fma'l party of marines, to ere6i: a

temporary light-houfe, they killed or carried off the whole

detachment.

During thefe tranfa£tions a kind of predatory war com-
menced, and has fince continued, between the (hips of war,

and the inhabitants on different parts of the coafts. The for-

mer, being refufed the fupplies of provifions and neceffaries

which they wanted for themfeWes or the army, endeavoured

t!0 obtain them by force, and in the^e attempts were frequent-

ly oppofed, and fometimes repulfed with lof^ by the country-

people. The feizing of fliips in conformity to the new laws,

or to the commands of the admiral, was alfo a continual

fource of animcfity and violence, the proprietors naturally

hazarding ail dangers in the defence, or for the recovery of

their property. Thefe contefts drew the vengeance of the

men of war upon feveral of the fmall towns upon the fea

coafts, fome of which underwent a fevere chaftifement.

The pernicious confequenccs of the late Quebec-a6l, ^ '^.fe-

with refpeft to the very purpofes for v/hich it was framed, ^^^"'ces

were now difplayed in a degree, which its moil fanguine op- q „.

ponents could fcarccly have expeded, Inflead of gaining the Sr"

t rench



rbeUlSrORY of the Chap. VII.,

French Canadians to the intereftof government by that law,
V

—

Y—^ the great body of the inhabitants were found as adverfe to i,

and as much difgufled at its operation, as even the Britifh

ietilers. General Carleton, the governor of that province,

who bad placed much confidence in the raifing of a confi-

derable army of Canadians, and being enabled to march at

Canadian i^qIj- ]-^ead to the relief of General Gage, (a matter x^hicb
troops ^;^c; Iq ip.uch relied upon at home, that 20,coo flands of
under Lr.

^j^jj-.g^ ^ri^^ a great quantity of other military {lores had been
Cai eton

(^.,f ^j^,. for that purpofe) found himfelf now totally di!"ap-

o rp' _ pointed. The people md that they were now under the

f^^rQiy
-Britilh governa ent ; that they could net pretend to under-

fiand th?^ caules of the prefent diiputes, nor the juftice of

the claims on either fide , that they did, and would fhew

themfelves dutiful rnbje61:s, by a quiet and peaceable de-

meanor, and due obedience to the government under

which they were placed; but that it was totally inconfiilent

with their tlate and condition, to interfere, or in any degree

to render ihernfelves parties, in the contefts that might arife

between that governnicnt and its ancient fubje6is. It was m
vain that the governor ilTued a proclamation for afTembling

a militia, and for the execution of martial law; they faid

they would defend the province if it was attacked ; but they

ablolutely refufed to march out of it, or to commence hof-

tilities with their neighbours. 1 he governor, as the lafl

refort, applied to the Bifhop of Quebec, to ufe his fpiritual

influence and aujhority with the people towards dilp(»fing

them to the adoption of this favourite meafure, and particu-

larly that he would iflue an epifcopal mandate for that pur-

pofe, to be read by the parifh priefts in time of divine fer-

vice ; but the bifhop excui'ed himfelt from a compliance
with this propofition, by reprefenting, that an epifcopal

mandate on fuch a fubjett, would be contrary to the canons

of the Roman Catholic church. The ecclefiaftics, in the

place of this, iffued other letters, which were, however
pretty generally difregarded. The noblelTe alone, who
were chiefly confidered in the Quebec-a£f, fhewed a zeal

againfl the Englifli colonifl:s. But feparated as they were
from the great body of the people, they exhibited no formi-

dable degree of flrength.

Indians
Other endeavours which were ufed to involve the colo-

applied "^^^ i" domeflic troubles proved equally abortive. Confider-

to. able pains were taken, by the means of feveral agents who
had influence on them, to engage thofe numerous tribes of

Indians that flretch along the backs of the colonies, to caufe

a diver"
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a diverfion, by attacking them in thore weak and tender

parts. But neither prefents, nor perfuafions, weie capable

of producing the deTircd effect. From whatever chance or

fortune it proceeded, thole favage warriors, who had at

other times been fo ready to take up tlie hatchet Without fup-

port or encouragement, now turned a deaf ear to all propo-

fals of that nature, and declared for a neutrality. They ufed

much the fame rcaibns for tiiis conciuct that the Canadians

had done ; they did not underdand the luhje6t ; were very

forry for the prefent unfortunate difputes ; but it was not lit

ncr becoming for them, to take any part in quarrels betv/een

Engliinmen, for all of whom, on- both fides of ihe water,

they had the higheft affection. This was an objtdl of too

much importance to be overlooked by tl.e corgrefs. They
accordingly employed proper persons to cultivate favourable

difpofitions In the Indians ; and by degrees took fuch meafures

as obliged the agents for gcveirment to provide for their own
fafety. It is fald, that fome of the Indians made propofals

to take up arms on their fide ; but that they were only re-

queued to obferve a {{.v'lQi neutrality.

General Gage's late proclamation increafed the animofii-y,

indignation, and rage, which were already fo generally pre-

valent, and brought out a Declaration from the general con- J"v ^'^^^>

grefs, which in the nature of rhofe general appeals that are Declara-

made to mankind, as well as to heaven, in a declaration cf tion of

war, fet forth the caufes and neceffity of their takin?: ud t'^e Gqvi.

arms. Among the long life of thofe fuppofed caufes befides ihe ^---'^gitls

late hoflikvies, they (late the endeavours ufed to inliigatethe ^'' ^^^ '°

Canadians ard Indians to attack them, and feverely reproach ^*'^ '^'^

General Gage, for, what they call, perfidy, cruelty, and P^°^'^~

breach of faith, in breaking: the conditions which he had en-
"^^^'^""'

tered into with the inhabitants of Eollon ; they are not lefs

free in the cenfure of the army, whom they charge w^ith the

burning of Charleftown, wantonly and unneceffarily.

In bating their refources, rhey reckon upon foreign afTilT-

ance as undoubtedly attainable, if neceffary. They, howe-
ver, afterwards fay, that, left this Declaration fhould difqui-

et the mines of their friends and fellow-fubje^fs in any part

of the empire, they affure them., that they mean not to dif-

folve that union which has fo long and happily fubfilled be-

tween them, and which they fincerely wifh to fee reftored ;

that neceffity has not yet driven them to that defperate mea-
fure, or induced them to excite any other nation to war
againft them ; they have not raifed armies UMth ambitious

defigns of feparating from Great-Britain, and eftablifliing

indepen-
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independent ftates ; they fight not for glory or for conqueft.

This declaration was read with great, ferious, and even

religious folemnity, to the different bodies of the army who
were encamped around Bofton, and was received by them
with loud acclamations of approbation.

Addrefs This declaration was followed by an addrefs to the inhabi-

to the in- tants of Great-Britain ; another to the people of Ireland
;

ha^iitan;s and a petition to the King. All thefe writings were drawn
of G. B. up in a very mafterly manner ; and are, in relpe£l: to art, ad-
•—to the drefs, and execution,, equal to any public Declarations made
people of by any powers upon the greatell: occafions.
Ireland. 'phg Congrefs had in their Declaration, without naming it,

retition reprobated the principles of Lord North's conciliatory pro-

.? '
" pofuion, which they call an infidious manoeuvre adopted by

^' parliament. They, however, afterwards, took the refolu-

tion more formally into confideration. It had been commu-
nicated to them by dire6lion, or at leafi: permiffion from that

minifl:er, in the hand-writing of Sir Grey Cowper, one of

the two principal ftcretaries of the treafury. In the courfe

of a long and argumentative difcuffion, they condemn it, as

unreafonable and inlidious ; that it is unre"afonable, becaufe,

if they declare they \v\\\ accede to it, they declare, without

refervation, that they will purchafe the favour of parliament,

rot knov/ing at the fame time at v/hat price they v/ill pleafe

to eftimate their favour ; that it is infidious, becaufe indivi-

dual colonic.-, having bid, and bidden again, till they find

the avidity of the feller too great for all their pov/ers to fa-

tisfy, are then to return into oppofition, divided from their

firter colonies, whom the m nifler will have previoufly de-

tached by a grant of eafier terms, or by an artful procrafti-

naticn of a definitive anfwer. They conclude upon the

whole, that the propofition was held up to the world, to de-

ceive it into a belief, that there was nothing in difpute but the

7;7oJ(? cf levying taxes; and that parliament having now been

io good as to give up that, the colonies muft be unreafonable

in the higheft degree if they were not perfe£lly falisfied.

^ . The colony of Georgia at length joined in the general alli-

P ance. A provincial congrefs having afTembled in the begin-

to the ^'^"^S
^^ ^^^^ month of July, they fpeedily agreed to all the

freneral r^folutions of tiie two General Congreffes in their utmoft ex-

confede- ^^"^> ^"^ appointed five delegates to attend the prefent. As
;acy. it were to make amends for the delay, they at once entered

into all the fpirit of the resolutions formed by the other colo-

nies, and adopted fimilar ; and declared, that though their

province was not included in any of the oppreflive a6ts lately

paiTed
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paiTed againil America, they confidered that circumftance as

an infult rather than a favour, as being done only with a

view to divide them from their American brethren. 7'hey

aifo addredtd a petition, under the title of an humble addiefs

and reprefentatinn, to hismajefty ; which, hovc'ever thread-

bare the fubje6t bad already been worn, was not deficient in

a certain frelhnefs of colouring, which gave it tHe appearance

of novelty. From this accelTion to the confederacy, they

henceforward afiumed the appellation af the Thi poteen General
United Colonies. JVaJhing^

In the mean time the General Congrefs, in compliance /^^ap.
with the whhes of the people in general, and the particular pointed

application of tiie New-England provinces, appointed Geo. comman-
VValhington, Efq^* a gentleman of affluent fortune in Vir- der i.i

ginia. cniei.
• >

* The family from which this gentleman is defcended, was ori-

ginally m Lancalhire, but afterwards removed to the ciry of Co-
ventry where he v/as born, on the 3d of Sept. 1727 Wis mother

was of the fime family with General Monk, who, for his fervices

at the Reftorarion, was created Duke of Albemarle.

Mr. Wafhlngton difcovered an early inclination to arms, and
firfl; entered as a private man, in general Wade's regiment, in the

year 1746, being then not twenty-one, and foon after he bought

a cornet's commiliion in the fame regiment, and ferved againil the

Scotch rebels. He continued in the fervice till the peace, when
he went abroad to improve himfelf in the military proteffion.

When the French war broke out in America, in the year 1755,
Mr. Wailiington went over to that country, where his courage

and military abilities being knov/n, he was raifed to the rank of
Major in the provincial forces, and was at Fort Edward, under

the command of general Webb, when Mons. Montcalm advanc-

ed, to take Fort William, Henry, on Lake George.

Major Wafliington having heard of the intended attack, and
being appreheniive that lieutenant colonel Monro, who then com-
manded at Fort William Henry, would not be ftrong enough to

refiil the French, eagerly interceded with his General to be fent

v/ith his forces to the alTiftance of Monro. But his ardour was re-

ftrained j and the unfortunate commander forced to make the beft

terms he could with the French general, who afterwards, in vio-

lation of the treaty that had been made, permitted the Indian fa-

vages to fall upon them, and ftrip them of every thing of value.

The Americans foon aferwards raifed Major Waihingtonto the

command of a regiment, in which rank he remained till the peace,

when he retired to the cultivation and improvement of a very

fonliderable eftate he poffeired in the province of Virginia.

When
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ginla,and who had acquired confiderable military experience
/ /5

x-^-v-^ in the command of different bodies of the provincials during

the laft war, to be general and commander in chief of all the

American forces. They alTo appointed Artemus Ward,

Charles Lee, Philip Schuyler, and li'iael Putnam, Efqrs.

to be major-generals ; and Horatio Gates, Efq; adjutant-

g-eneral. Of thefe general officers, Lee and Gates were

Engy.!!! gentlemen, A^ho had acquired honour in the laft

war ; and who from difguft or principle now joined the Ame-
ricans. Ward and Puinam were of Mafikchufett's-Bay,.

and Schuyler of New-York. The Congrefs alio fixed and

alTigned the pay of both officers and foldiers ; the latter of

whom were much better provided fcr than thofe upon our

efTablirament.

Tuly 6th. The Generals Wafhington and Lee arrived at the camp
before Bofton in the beginning of July. They were treated

Uajhtng-
^^-^i^ jj^g higheft honours in every place through which they

^''^^". Da (Ted ; were efcorted by larce detachments of volunteers,

'r» r. compofed of gentlemen, in the different provinces; and re-

ceived public addreffes from the provincial congreffes of New-
Ycrk and Maffachufett's-Bay. 1 he military fpirit was

now fo high and fo general, that war and its preparations

occupied the hands and the minds of all orders of people

throughout the continent. Perfons of fortune and family,

\\ho were not appointed officers, entered chearfully as pri-

vate men, and ferved with alacrity in the ranks. Even many
of the younger qur.kers forgot their pailive principles of for-

bearance and non-reiiiiance, and taking up arms, formed

When the prefent troubles in America arofe on account of the

famous Tea Aft, colonel Wafhington was one of the foreraoft in

exprciiing his deteitation In impofing a tax on people who were

not reprefented ; and when a General Congrefs was thought ne-

ceffary to be convened, he was chofcn one of the delegates tor the

orovince of Virginia, and in that capacity figned the affociation on

Oct. 2oih, 1774, and the other fubfequent publications of that

body, l^he Continental Congrefs appointed General Wafliington

to the. fupreme command of their armies, to which commillion

was addreffed,-— *' To our heh'ved brother^ George Wafhington,

Elq\ Captain General and Commander in chief of all the Forces of the

Uniud C'ilonies." 7 he Congrefs annexed a very confiderable fala-'

ry to this important pofl:, which he noblv retufed to accept, de-

claring be v/ouid not take v;ages for his fervices in the Caufe of

Freedom, but defired only a reimburfement of the necefTary ex-

pences.

them-
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themfelves into companies at Pltiladelphia, and applied with

the greateft labour and afliduity to acquire a proficiency in

military exercifes and dilcipline. It was faid, (but no com-
putation of that fort can be afcertained) that no lefs than

200,000 men were in arms and training throughout tije con-

tinent.

The blockade of Bofton, was continued with little varletv

throughout the year, and during a confiderable part of the

enfuing. The troops, as well as the remaining inhabitants,

fuffered much from fevers, fluxes, and the fcurvy, which
were brought on through confinement, heat of weather,

and badnels of provifions.*

* To alleviate thefe diftrefles, It Is fald, that no lefs than 5000 Pro^v:/tGm
oxen, 14000 of the larged and fatted: ilieep, with a vail mini- fhih^fgr
ber of hogs, were purchafed and fent out alive. Vegerabies of airgQ^^Q^^

kinds were alfo bought up in incredible quantities, and new arts

were employed In curlngthem, loooo buttsof Rrong beer, ^ooo
chaldrons of coals were purchafed in the river, and lliipped off for

Boitoni even the articles of faggots was fent from London. The
feemingly trifling necefl!arles of vegetables, cafks, and vinegar, a-

mount, in two dlflin<5t articles, where they are detached from
the general comprehenfion of other provifions, near 2200I. And
tho' there was but a fingle regiment of light cavalry at Bollon, the

articles of hay, oats, and beans, amounted to nearly as much.
The immenfe charge of fupplying an army at fuch a diflance,

was now for the firlt time experimentally felt.

Whether it was, that thefe orders were not Iffued In time, or

that delays occurred in. the executhn, v/hich could neither have

been forefeen or prevented, however It was, the tranfports were
not ready to proceed on their voyage, until the year was fo far

advanced as to render it nearly impoffible. By this means thev

were detained upon our own coafts by contrary winds, or toll a-

bout by tempefts, until the greater part of their live cargoss of hcgs

and flieep, particularly the latter perlHied, fo that the channel •

was every where ftrewed with the floating carcafies of thefe ani-

mals, as they were driven about by the winds and tides. A great

part of the vegetables, over fermented and periflied.

Nor was the condition of the tranfports mended when they got

clear of our own coafts. They were peculiarly unfortunate as to

winds and v/eather In the mid feas, and as they approached to

the place of their deftlnation, the American periodical winds were
fet in, which blew tull in their teeth, and drove them oft from
the coafts.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Motroes vohich led to the invafion of Canada, The taklnp^ of^

feveral Forts on the Lakes, by Montgomery and Arnold. The
city of ^lebec befieged.

jn'j- AS the hopes of a reconciliation with the mother country,

vJ^-^^ jlJl upon the conditions claimed by the Americans, be-

came more faint, fo they grew more daring in their defigns,

and extended their views to the remote confequences, as well

as to the immediate condu6t of a war. The apparent ten-

dency, and avowed defign of the Quebec aO:, had early

drawn their attention and awakened their apprehenfions, in

relation to the dangers with which they were threatened from

that quarter. Thefe apprehenfions produced the addrefs to

the French inhabitants of Canada, of which we have for-

merly taken notice.

Motives ^^^ fuccefs which attended the expedition to the Lakes,

wmcti ^^^^^ ^^^ redu<Stion of Ticonderoga and Crown-Point, in the

led to the beginning of this fummer, by which, it might be faid, that

invafion the gates of Canada were thrown open, rendered the affairs

cfCaaa- of that country more immediately interefling, and encourag-

da. cd the Con2;rers to a bold meafure, which they would not o-

therwife perhaps have ventured upon. This was nolefs than

the fending of a force for the invafion and reduction of that

country.

A meafure of fo extraordinary a nature required the mod
ferious confideration. The commencing of an offenfive war

with the Sovereign, was a new and perilous undertaking. It

feemed totally to change the nature of the ground on which

they flood in the prefent difpute. Oppofition to government

had hitherto been conducted on the apparent defign and a-

vowed principle only, of fupporting and defending certain

rights and immunities of the people* which were fuppofed,

pretended, to be unjuftly invaded. Oppofition, or even re-

finance, in fuch a cafe, fuppofing the premifes to be fairly

ftated, is thought by many to be entirely confident with the

principles of the Britifh conflitution ; and this opinion is fgid

to have received the fan6lion of precedents of the firfl autho-

rity. At any rate, the qutliions in difpute were of fuch a

Eature, that mankind might for ever be divided in opinion,

as
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as the matter of right or wrong, juftice or injuftice, oppref-

fion or good government. But to render themfelves at once
the ao;gre{rors, and not content with vindicating their own
real or pretended rights, to fly wantonly in the face of the

Sovereign, carry war into his dominions, and invade a pro-

vince to which they could lay no claim, nor pretend no right,

feemed fuch an outrage, as not only overthrew every play of
juftifiable refil^ance, but would militate with the eftabliflied

opinions, principles, and feelings of manking in general.

On the other hand, the danger was prelTing and great.

The extraordinary powers placed in the hands of General
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, by a late commiiTion,

were new, alarming, and evidently pointed out the purpofes

for which they were granted. By thefe he was authorized

to embody and arm - the Canadians, to march them out of

the country for the fubjugation of the other colonies, and
to proceed even to capital punifhments, againil: all thofe,

and in all places, whom he fhould deem rebels and oppofers

of the laws. The ftrong powers of government which he
alfo poffefled within his province, were equal to thofe of the

moft arbitrary European Monarchs, and had been already

felt both by the Englifh and French fubjeds. Thus, though
the Canadians had hitherto refufed to be embodied, or to

march upon any terms out of the province, it was eafily

feen, that as foon as the Governor's authority was fupported

by the arrival of a body of Engliili forces, they would be
obliged implicitly to obey him, as well in that, as all other

mat;ers. He*had befides, already engaged a confiderabie

number of the Canada and other Indians in his fervice, and
if h;s arms once became predominant, the defire of fpoU
and blood would bring them in crowds from the remoteft de-
farts to hisalTirtance. Befides, they were perfe6lly acquainted
with, and therefore had every thing to dread, from the zeal,

the fpirit of enterprize, and the military talents, of that

able and retolute officer.

In thefe circumflances, confidering a war not only as ine-

vitable, but avS already begun, they deemed it inconfiflent

with reafon ard policy, to wait to be attacked by a formida-
ble force at their backs, in the very inftant that their utmofl
exertions would be requifite, and probably infufficient, for

the prote6\ion of their capital cities and coafts, againil: the

refentment of the mighty power whom they had fo grievoufly

offended, and with whom they were entering into To untried

and arduous a contefl-. They argued, that preventing the

known hoftile intentions of an enemy, by fcreflalling his de-

li gns
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fio-ns ere they could be carried into execution, was as much
a matter of felF-defence, and iefs cruel, than waiting to be

attacked by him under every di^^advantage, and when he had

arrived at his utmoil: force. There was no natural law, nor

convention among mar;kir!d, by which a perfon is bound to

be a fimnie and inactive looker-on, while his enemy was

loading a gun for his deilrudion ; was he to wait till the ex-

ecution took place, for fear he fhould be deemed an aggref-

for ? Quedions in cafuiilry, however edifying upon other

occafions, have nothmg to Ao in circumftances upon which

the fate of nations depend. Were they only to feek a re-

medy, when the lavages had penetrated into their country,

and the fury of the flames which confumed their fettlements,

were only retarded by the blood of their women and in^

fants \

The Congrefs were alfo fenfible, that they had already

^one fuch lengths as could only be juflified by arms.—
The fword was already drawn, and the appeal made. It

was too late now to look back, and to waver would be cer-

tain deft; u6i:ion. If a certain degree of fuccefs did not af-

ford a fancStion to their refiffance, and difpofe the court of

Great-rBritain to an accommodation upon lenient terms,

they would not only loofe thole immunities for which they at

preient contended, but ail others would lie at the mercy of

a jealous and irritated government. In fuch a flate, their

moderation in the fingle inftance of Canada, they thouglu,

would be a poor plea lor compaiTion or indulgence.

The knowleilge ihey had of the preient ftate of affairs, and

the temper of the people in Canada, alfo conti ibutexi much to

encourage them in this enterprize. They knew that the French

inhabitants, excepting the nobleffe and elergy, were in gene-

ral as much discontented at the overthrow of the Enghdi

laws, and the introdu6lton of the prefent fyftem of govern-

ment, as even the Britilli fetilers. It feemed therefore pro-

bable, that this di (content, operating with the rooted aver-

iion which they bore to their ancient proud and oppreiTive

tyrants, the nobleffe, or lords of the manors, and the mor-

tal dread which they entertained of being again reduce! to

their former ilate of feudal and military vaffalage, would in-

duce them to confider the Provincials rather as friends than

invaders, and to embrace fo favourable an opportunity of ob-

taining a flinre in that freedom for which they were con-

tending. Though they v/ere perfe6tly unacquainted with the

nature of the particular controverfy, and ' ttle interefteJ in

it, it feemed to be for freedom^ and American freedcm^ and

ihe
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the name of it was pleafing. It was In favour of colonies

;

and Canada was a colony.

The Congrefs accordingly determined not to lofe the pre-

fent favourable oppori unity, while the Britifn arms were

weak and cooped up^in Bo^lon, for attempting the redaQ;ion

of that province. The Generals Schuyler and Montgome-
ry, with two regiments of New-Ycrk militia, a body of

New-England men, and fome others, amounting in thewhole

to near 3000 men, were appointed to this fervice. A num-
ber of batt:aux, or flat boats, were built at Ticonderoga

or Crown Point, to convey the forces along Lake Champ-
lain to the River Sorel, which forms the entrance into Ca-
nada, and is compofed of the furplus waters of the lakes,

which it difcharges into the river St. Lawrence, and would

afford a happy communication between both, were it not for

fome rapids that obftru£l the navigation.

Not above half the forces were yet arrived, when Mont-
gomery, who was at Crown-point, received fome intelli-

gence which rendered him apprehenfive that a fchooner of

canfiderable force, with fome other armed veffels, which lay

at the Fort of St. John's, on the river Sorel, were preparing

to enter the Lake, and thereby effe<5tually obftrn<£t: their paf-

fage. He thereupon, in the latter end of Auguft, proceeded

. with fuch force as he had to the ille Aux Noix, which lies in

the entrance of the river, and took neceffary meafures to

guard againft the palTage of thofe veffels into the lake.

Schuyler^ who at that time commanded in chief, having alfo

arrived from Albany, they publifhed a declaration to en-

courage the Canadians to join them, and with the fame hope
or defign, puffied on to the fort of St. John, which lies only

about a dozen miles from the ifland. The fire from the Sept. 6th
Fort, as well as the ftrong appearances of force and refiftance

which they obferved, occafioned their landing at a confider-

able diffance, in a country compofed ot thick woods, deep
fwamps, and interfeffed v/ith creeks and waters. Inthisfitu-

ation they were vigoroufly attacked by a confiderable body of

Indian^, who did not neglect the advantages which they de-
rived from it ; along with Vv'hich, finding that the Fort was
well garrifoned and provided, they found it neceffary the next

day to return to their former ftation on the iiland, and to de-

fer their operations until the arrival of the artillery and rein-

forcements which were expected.

Schuyler upon this retreat returned to Albany, to conclude Schuy-

a treaty wliich he had for fome time been negociating with l^r ^^*

the Indians in that quarter, and found himfelf afterwards fo ^"^"^ ^^

H occupi- Albany,
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cccupled by bufinefs, or broken in upon by illnefs, that the

whole weight and danger of the Canada war fell upon Mont-
gomery, a man moft eminently qualified for any military

fervice. His firft meafure was to detach thofe Indians who
had joined General Carleton from his fervice, and being

ftrengthened by the arrival of his reinforcements and artillery,

he prepared to lay fiege to the fort of St, John. This fort

was garrifontd by the greater part of the 7th and 26th re-

giments, being nearly all the regular troops, then in Canada;
and was well provided with ftores, ammunition, and artil-

lery.

The provincial parties were fpread over the adjacent coun-

try, and were every where received with open arms by the

Canadians, who befides joining them in confiderable num-
bers, gave them every poffible afliftance, whether in carry-

ing on the fiege, removing their artillery, or fupplying them
with provifions ard neceflaries. In this flate of things, the

adventurer Ethan Allen, who without any commiffion from

the Congrefs, had a principal fhare in the original expedi-

tion to the lakes, and the cfipture of the forts, and who
—-— fince, under the title of colonel, feems rather to have aded
prifoners. ^^ ^ partizan, than as obedient to any regular command,

Sept. 23, thought to fignalize, and raiie himfelf into importance, by

furprizing the town of Montreal. This rafh enterprize he

undertook at the head of a fmall party of Englifh Provinci-

als and Canadians, without the knowledge of the commander
in chief, or the afiiftance which he might have procured,

from fome of the other detached parties. The event was

fuitable to the temerity of the undertaking. Being met at

fome diftance from the town, by the militia, under the com-
mand of Englifh officer?, and fupported by the few regulars

who were in the place, he was defeated and taken prifoner,

with near forty of his party, the refl: who furvived efcaping

in the woods. Allen, with his fellow-prifoners, were by

General Carleton's orders loaded with irons, and fent in that

condition on board of a man of war to England, from whence,

however, they were in feme time remanded back to A^merica.

The progrefs of Montgomery was for fome time retarded

by a want of ammunition fufficient for carrying on a fiege ;

which of all operations demands the greateil fupply of pow-

der and ball. The fort of St. John's, which commands the

entrance into Canada, could not be reduced without a tolera-

ble provifion of that kind. A fortunate event difengaged
^^^^ him from this difficulty. A little Fort called Chamble lay
v..iaii!Die

jjeeper in the country, and Teemed covered by St. John's,
taken.- ^ ^'

It
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It was garrifoned by afmall detachment of the 7th regimen^ 1775.
and was in no very defenfible condition. To this he turned ^—y-*«8*

his fiiil: thoughts, and by pulhing forward a party joined by
feme Canadians, he eafily made himfelf mafter of that fort.

Here he found confiderable ftores ; but the article of greatefl:

confequence to him was the gunpowder, which they were
much diflrefled for ; and of which they took above 120 bar-

rels. This acquifition facilitated the fiege of St. John's,

which had languifhed for want of ammunition.

The garrifon of St. John's, under the command of ?v4ajor p
Prefton, amounted to between 6 and 700 men, of which c?^^^

,

about 500 were regulars, and the reil: Canadian volunteers, ^'r V
They endured the difficulties and hardfhips of a very Jong
fiege, augmented by a fcarcity of provifions, with unabating

conflancy and refolution. In the mean time. General
Cafleton was indefatigable in his endeavours to raife a force

fufficient for its relief. Attempts had been for fome time ^
made by Colonel McLean, for raifing a Scotch regiment, ^^y^^'^^'^

under the title of Royal Highland Emigrants, to be compo- j^ ^^^^)

fed of natives of that country who had lately arrived in ^ "
America, and who in confequence of the troubles had not
obtained fettlements. With thefe, and fome Canadians, to

the amount of a few hundred men, the Colonel was pofled
rear the junction of the Sorel with the river St. Lawrence.
The General was at Montreah where, with the greatefl:

difHculty, and by every -poffible means he had got together
near a thoufand men, compofed principally of Canadians,
with a few regulars, and fome Englifh officers and volun-
teers. With thefe he intended a jun6lion with McLean,
and then to have marched direQly to the relief of St. John's.
But upon his attempting to pafs over from the ifland of
Montreal, he was encountered at Longueil by a party of the
Provincials, who eafily repulfed the Canadians, and put a

ftop to the whole deilgn. Another party had pufhed M'Lean
towards the mouth of the Sorel, where the Canadians having
received advice of the Governor's defeat, immediately
abandoned hi"m to a man, and he was obliged to make the
befl: of his way to Quebec, with the emigrants.

In the mean time, Montgomery pufhed on the fiege of

St. John's with great vigour, had advanced his works very
near the body oi the fort, and was making preparations for

a general afiault. Nor was there lefs alacrity in the. defence,

the fpirit as well as the lire of the garrifon being equally fup-

ported to the laft. In tiiis ftate of things, an account of the

fuccefs at Longueil, accompanied by the prifoners who were
H 3 taken

n
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taken, arrived at the camp, upon which Montgomery fent

a flag and a letter by one of them to Major Prefton, hoping
that as all means of relief were now cut off by the Gover-
nor's defeat, he would, by a timely furrender of the fort,

prevent that farther effufion of blood, which a fruitlefs and
obftinate delence muft neceffarily occafion.

The major endeavoured to obtain a few days time in hopes
of being relieved ; but this was refufed, on account of the

latenefs and feverity of the feafon ; he alfo endeavoured, in

fettling the terms of capitulation, to obtain liberty for the

garrifon to depart for Great-Britain, which proved equally

fruulefs, and they were obliged, after being allowed the ho-
nours of war on account of their brave defence, to lay down

Nov. 3^* their arms, and furrender themfelves prifoners. They were
St. Johns allowed their baggage and effe6ts, the officers to wear their

taken. fwords, and their other arms to be preferved for ihem till the

troubles were at an end. In all tranfa6lions with our forces,

Montgomery writ, fpoke, and behaved with that attention,

regard, and politenefs, to both private men and officers,

which might be expeded from a man of worth and honour,

who found himfelf involved in an unhappy quarrel with his

friends and countrymen. All the prifoners were fent up the

Lakes by the way of Ticonderoga, to thofe interior parts of

the colonies which were beft adapted to provide for their re-

ception and fecurlty. The Provincials found a confiderable

quantity of artillery and ufeful {lores in the place.

Upon M' Lean's retreat to Quebec, the party who had re-

duced him to that neceflity, immediately ere6led batteries on

a point of land at the junction of the Sorel with the river St.

Lawrence, in order to prevent the efcape down the latter of

a number of armed veffels, v^hich General Carleton had at

Montreal ; they alfo ccEfliufted armed rafts and floating bat-

teries for the fame purpofe. Thefe meafures effectually pre-

vented the paffage of General Carleton's armament to Que-
bec, v^hich were not only foiled in feveral attempts, but

purfued, attacked, and driven from their anchors up the

river by the Provincials ; fo that as General Montgomery
approached Montreal immediately after the furrender of St.

John's, the Governor's fituation, whether in the town or

aboard the veffels, became equally critical.

Montreal This danger was foon increafed by the arrival of General
i::!:en. Montgomery at Montreal, where a capitulation was propofed

by the principal French and Engliih inhabitants, including a

kind of general treaty, which Montgomery refufed, as they

were in no dale of defence to entitle them to a capitulation,

and
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and were unable lo fulfil tbe conditions on their part. He,

however, gave them a written anfwer, in which he declared,

That the Continental army having a generous difdain of

every a6l of opprefTion and violence, r.nd having come for

the exprefs purpofe of giving liberty and fe^urity, he, there-

fore, engaged his honour to maintain, in the peaceable pof-

feffion of their property of every kind, the individuals and

religious communities of the city of rfv/lontreal. He engaged

for the maintenance of all the inhabitants in the free exercife

of their religion ; hoped that the civil and religious rights of

all the Ca. adians would be eftablifhed upon the molf per-

manent footing by a Provincial Congrefs
;

promifed that

courts of juftice fhould be fpeedily eftabhfhed upon the moil

liberal plan, conformable to the Britifh Conllitution ; and,

in general, com.phed with other articles, fo far as they were

confifient, and in his power. This fecurity being given to

the people, his troops took pciTeiTion of the town.

Nothing could row afford the flighteft hope of the pre-

fervation of any part of Canada but the latenefs of the fea-

fon, Wheiher through inability for fo great an enterprize,

or from difference of opinion, the invafion of that province

was not undertaken until the feafon for military operations

v/as nearly pafTed. To balance this, there remained but an

handful of regular troops in Canada, and the taking of Ge-
neral Carletcn, v/hich feemed nearly certain, would have

rendered its fate inevitable. Fortur.e, however, determined

otherwife, and at the time that all hopes of the armed vef-

fels being able to get down the river were given up, and that

Montgomery vras preparing batteaux with light artillery at

Montreal to attack them on that fide, and force them down
upon the batteries, means were fuccefsfully taken for con-

veying the Governor, in a dark night, in a boat with muffled Carleton.l

paddles, pafl the enemies guards and batteries, and he arri- Jf^'^^*
^^

ved fafely at Quebec, which he found environed with danger '^i^*^'^^^*

!rcm an unexpected quarter. As it was impracticable to fave

the fliips. General Prefcot was obliged to enter into a capi-

tulation with the Provincials, by which the whole of the

river naval force, confifling of eleven armed vefTels, was Ar^ed
furrendered into their hands, the General himfelf, with fe- vefTels

veral other officers, fome gentlemen in the civil department, furrender

Canadian volunteers, and near I20 Englifh foldiers, all of

whom had taken refuge on board upon the approach of Ge-
neral Montgomery lo Montreal, becoming prifoners of

war.

Whild
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1775. Whihl the ProNmcials were thus carrying on the v/ar in

Sep. 31th Upper Canada from the New-York fide, and by the old

^^-v"*-' beaten courie of the Lakes, an expedition, confiderably

Col. Ar- diftinguifhed by its novelty, fpirit, enterprize, by the diffi-

nold's culties that oppoied, and the conftar.cy that fucceeded in irs

lurpriling execution, was undertaken diredly againfl: the lower part cf
expedici- ^v^^^ province and city of Quebec, from the New-England

^ ^^ fide, by a route which had hitherto been untried, and con-

,^1 ,
* fidered as imprafiticable. This expedition was undei taken

by Colonel Arnold, who about the middle of September,

at the head of two regiments, confiding of about 1 100 men,
marched from the camp near Bofton, to Newbury-Port, at

the mouth of the river Merrimack, where veflels were in

readinefs to convoy them by fea to the mouth of the river

Kennebec, in New-Hampfhire ; a voyage of about forty

leagues.

On the 22d of the fame month they embarked their ftores

and troops in 200 batteaux, at Gardiner's Town, on the

Kennebec, and proceeded with great difficulty up that river,

having a rapid ftream, with a rocky bottom and fliores, con-

tinually interrupted by falls and carrying places, with num-
berlefs other impediments to encounter. In this paffage the

batteaux were frequently filled v/ith water, or overfet ; in

ccnfequence of v/hich a part of their arms, ammunition, and

provifions were fometimes loft. At the numerous carrying

places, befides the labour of loading and reloading, they

ivere obliged to convey the boats on their fhoulders. The
great carrying place was above twelves miles acrofs. That
part of the detachment which was not employed in the bat-

teaux, marched along the banks of the river, and the boats

and men being difpoied in three divifions, each divifion en-

camped together every night. Nor was the march by land

more eligible than the paffage by water. They had thick

woods, deep fwamps, difficult mountains, and precipices,

alternately to encounter, and were at times obliged to cut

their way for miles together through the thickets. At the

carrying places they were obliged to traverfe the fame ground

feveral times heavy loaded. From all thefe impediments

their progrefs was of courfe very flow, being in general only

from 4 or 5 to 9 or 10 miles a day. The conftant fatigue and

labour caufed many to fall fick, which added to their diffi-

culties, and provifions grew at length fo fcarce, that fome

of the men eat their dogs, and whatever elfe of any kind

that could be converted to food.

Whes^
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When they arrived at the head of the Kennebec, they

fent back their fick, and one ot the Colonels took that oppor-

tunity of returning with his divifion, under pretence of the

fcarcity of provifions, without the confent or knowledge of

the Commander in Chief, who had marched forv-ards. By
this defertion, and the fick that were returned, Arnold's de-

tachment were reduced to about one third of its original

number. They, however, proceeded with their ufual con-

ftancy ; and having croiTed the heights of land, as a ridge

that extends quite through the continent is called, and frc m
whence the waters on either fide, take courfes dire6l:ly con-

trary to thofe on the other, they at length arrived at the liead

of the river Chandiere, which running through Canada,
falls into the river St. Lawrence, near Quebec. Their diffi-

culties now were growing to an end, and they foon approach-

ed the inhabited parts of Canada ; on the 3d of November, ^^^' 3^^*

a party which they had pulhed forward returned with provi- y\rnold
fions and they foon after came to a houfe, being the firft enters
they had beheld for thirty-one days, having fpent that whole the river

time in traveifing an hideous wildernefs, without ever meet- St. Law-
ing any thing human. rence.

The Canadians received them here ivith the fame good
will that Montgomery's corps had experienced in the neigh-

bourhood of Montreal ; they fupplied them liberally with

provifions and necelTaries, and rendered them every other

alTiilance in their power. Arnold immediately pubiillied an His Ad-
addrefs to the people flgned by General Wafnington, of the drefs to

fame nature with that which had been before iiTued by the Ca-

Schuyler and Montgomery. They were invited to join with radians,

the other colonies in an indifibluble union. To range them-
felves under the flandard of general liberty. They were in-

formed, that the armament was fent into the province, not

to plunder, but to protect and animate them ; that they

themfelves were enjoined to aft, and to confider themfelves,

as in the country of their befl: friends ; they were requeued,

therefore, not to defert their habitations, nor fly from their

friends ; but to provide them with fuch fupplies as their coun-^

try afforded ; and he pledged himfelf for their fafety and fe-

curity, as well as for an ample compenfation.

The city of Quebec was at this time in a flate of great State of

"weaknefs, as well as internal difcontent and diforder. The affairs at

Britifh merchants and inhabitants had been long much dii- Quebec,

gufled and diffatisfied. Their oppofition to the Quebec
AQ:, and the petitions which they had fent to England upon
that fubje8:, had been grievoufly refented by their own go-

vernment ;
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vernment ; and from that period, they had, as the difcon-

tented fald, not only been flighted and treated with indiffer-

ence ; but even regarded with an apparent eye of diftrufl

and fiifpicion. They complained, that as the great pohtical

objccl :n that country, was to attach the native Canadians

inviolably to government, fo ihe French nobleiTe, and civil

officers, became^ excepting the Britifli military, the only

favourites ; and thefe having foon acquired the manners and

affectations of all oiher courtiers and favourites, paffed nq
occalion to infult the Englifh as malcontents, with the vio-

lence of their zeal, and the outrageoufnefs of their loyalty.

They reprelented, that thefe new courtiers induftrioufly

brought up queffions upon public affairs, and difcouries upon
government in their company, and then conftrued that free-

dom of opinion, wh'ch the native Engliih had derived from
nature and habit, as well as from prefent difcontent, as pro-

ceeding from real ill defign and difaffe^tion. There needs

not a ftronger proof how little they were truffed or regarded,

than that when the troops were fent cif" to Monlreal and the

Sorcl to oppofe the rebels, notwithllanding the very alarming

ilfate of public affairs, and that the city, together with the

large property which they poffefTed in it, were left ex poled

"without a ganifon ; yet their application for leave to be em-
bodied as a militia for its defence, fo far from being comply-
ed with, was not even, as they affirmed, deemed worthy of

an anfwer. How much of tiiis reprefentation was the mere
effecSf of difcontent, we cannot undertake to fay. It is certain-

that great heartburnings and animofities prevailed among the

Englifli civil fubje8s and the military power in that govern-
ment, which the Quebec acf irritated and inllamed to a high

degree.

Neither does it appear that any great reliance could be

placed at that time upon the the French inhabitants for the

defence of the city. Many of them were at leafl: wavering,

and feme worfe. As to other matters, there were no troops

of any fort in the place, until M'Lean's handful of new raifed

emigrants arrived from the Sorel. Some marines which the

Governor had fent for to Boflon, were refufed by a naval

council of war, from the latenefs of the feafon, and the dan-

ger of the navigation. The militia, however, had been

lately embodied by the Lieutenant-Governor.
Nov. 9th. Such was the flate of affairs at Quebec, when Arnold and
Arnold his party appeared at Point Levi, oppofite the town. The
appears river was fortunately between ^hem, and the boats fccured,
before otherwife it feems highly probable that they would have be^
Qiiebec. ^p^ne
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come mailers of the place in the firil iurprife arc! conFuflon.

'J his deie6l was Indeed remedied in a few days by the alacrity

of the Canadians, who lupphed them with canoes, and thev

€iFe6t:ed their pailage in a dark night, notwithllanding" the

viL^ilance of the armed veOVls and frigates of war in the river.

But the critical moment was now paiTed, The dtfcontented

inhabitants, Enghfh and Canadians, as loon as danger preffed,

united fcr their common defence. They became ierioufly

alarmed for the immenfe property which Quebec contained.

1 hey dellred to be, and were, embodied and armed. The
failors had landed, and were at the batteries to ferve the guns,

iht defendants were confiderably luperioiir in number to tf;e

aUailants, and Arnold had no artillery. In thefecircumtlan-

ces, his only hope muft have been the defe£lion of the Hiha-

bitants ; and difappointed in that, nothing remained pracStica-

ble for him, but intercepting the roads, and cutting off the

fupplies, until the arrival of Montgom.ery, He accordingrly

paraded for fomedays on the heights near the town, and fent

two flags to fummon the inhabitants ; but they were fired at,

and no meffage admitted; upon which, he at length drew
off his detachment into quarters of lerrefhment.

In the mean time, Montgomery having found plenty o[

woollen manufactures, and other articles oj- wear, at Mon-
treal, took that opportunity of new-cloathing his troops, v;ho

had fuffered exceilively from the feverity ot the climate, the

deepness ot the roads, and the want of covering fuitable to

iuch rircumftances. Notwithftandingr the flattenngc appear-
ance of his fucceffes, the fituation of that commander was
far from being enviable ; and indeed was attended with con-

tinual and growing difficulties, that nothing lefs than his own
genius could furmount. The difficulty of condut^ing and
goveininsr an army, compofed wholly of new foldiers, and
thefe led directly from their civil occupations to the iieid,

even fuppofing them railed in old countries, and where fub-

ordination is the mod perfetSily eftablillied, will be coiiCeived

by thofe perfons who are the moll: converlant in riiilitary af-

fairs. But here the troops were compofed of men the molt
unufed, and who from principles, habits, and manner of life,

were the moft averfe to every idea of fubordi nation, of anv
civilized people in the known world ; they were to be trained

on through numberlefs wants and diilreites, through (Irange

and defart countries, and when arrived at the fcene of adion,
with arms in their hands, in all the wantonnefs of military pa-
fade, their wants were to be endur'd^ their appetites reitrain'd,

and
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and their liccntioumcfs coiitrouled, for fear of alienating the

aftc;51ions of the Canadians, while every appearance of a

harth or ftritt military difcipline was equally to be avoided,

under tiie drertd of their own defection. They were befides

only en);il"cd for a certain l"hort term, according to the ufual

practice of the colonies; and as the time of their difcharge

now drew near, there was nothing but the name of their

leader, and affection to his perfon, to keep iheni longer to-

gether.

General Carleton arrived at Quebec about the time that

Arnold's detachment had retired from its neighbourhood,

a.hd immediately took fuch meafures for its defence, as were

foitable to that military charatter which he had long efta-

blilhed. His fird: act was to oblige all thofe to quit the town
with their families, who refufed to take up arms in its de-

fence. The garrifon, including all others who did duty, con-

fiflied of about 1500 men, a number, fuppofing them even

the befl: troops, totally unequal to the defence of fuch ex-

tenfive works, if an equal weaknefs had not prevailed on the

fi6e. of the befiegers. Of thefe, it could fcarceiy be faid

that any were regulars, M'Lean's corps being newly raifed,

and the only company of the 7th regiment which had efcaped

being taken, conlifling principally of recruits ; the reft were

eompofed of the Britifh and French militia, a few marines,

and about 450 feamen, belonging to the King^s frigates, and

to the merchant fliips that wintered in the harbour. Thefe

lafl, habituated to the m.anagement of great guns, and to

prompt manoeuvres were the real ftrenglh of the garrifon.

Is foineil Montgomery, having left fome troops in Montreal and the

bf Gen. forts,, and fent detachments into different parts of the pro-

Montga- vince, to encourage the Canadians, as well as to forward
wery. {upplies of provifions and neceilaries, pufhed on with as many

men as could be fpared from thefe fervices, and fuch artillery

as he could procure, to join Arnold. Their march was in

winter ; through bad roads, in a fevere climate ; beneath

the fall of the firfl fnows, and therefore made under great

hardrnips ; which, hov/ever^ they encountered with equal

refolution ; and arrived with incredible expedition at Quebec.

D^c. "tfi Upon their arrival before the tov/n, Montgomery u^ote

a letter to the Governor, magnifying his own flrengrh,
^heeity

ft^tirig tj-jg weaknefs of the garrifon, {hewing the impoihbi-
1^"'^^"'

lity of relief, and recommending an immediate furrender,

to avoid the dreadful confequences which muft attend a

florm, irritoited, as he faid, his vi6torious troops were, at

the injurious and cruc! treatment which they had in various

particulars
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particulars received at his hands. Though the flag that con-

veyed this letter, as well as every other was fired at, and all

communication abfolutely forbidden by the Governor,

Montgomery, found other means to convey a letter of the

fame nature ; but neither threats nor dangers could produce

any effect upon ilie intiexible firmnefs of the veteian Go-
vernor.

It does not appear that Montgomery's forces were very

much iuperior in number or quality, to thofe, fuch as they

v/ere, who defended the town. His only profpect of fuc-

cefsfeemed therefore to be lounded uponthe ImprefTion which
the parade of his preparations, and the violence of his attacks

might make upon the motley garrifon, or if thofe failed, io

weary them out by continual motions and falfe alarms. He c:

accordingly com.menced a bombardment, with five fmail

mortars, which continued for feme days, and might have

been fuppofed to have anfwered the former of thofe intenti-

ons, by throwing the garrifon into diforder ; but the intrepi-

dity of the Governor, feconded by the bravery, indefatiga-

ble induftry and perfeverance of the chief officers, as well

as the affivity of the feamen and marines, prevented the ex-

pe6led efFe6t. We muft do jufiiice al o to the garrifon in ge-

neral, who nobly followed the example, and fupported the

bravery of their commanders, and endured the incommodi-
ties, wants and diftrefTes, incident to fo long a fiege, joined

to a mod: grievoudy fevere and unremitted duty, with won-
derful conflancy and refolution.

In a few days Montgomery opened a fix-gun battery at

about 700 yards diflance from the walls ; but his metal was
too light to produce any confidcrable efFefi. In the mean
time the fnow lay deep upon the ground, and the feverity of
the climate v/as fuch, that human nature feemed incapable of
withftanding its force in the field. The hardfhips and fa-

tigues which the Provincial foldiers underwent, both from
the feafon, and the fmallnefs of their number, Teemed in-

credible, and could only be endured from their enthufiaftic

adherence to their caufe, and-fhrough the affe<5fion or efleem
which they bore to their General. This conflancy mud
however fail, if the evils were increafed, or too long conti-

nued. The time for which many of the foldiers had engaged
was alfo expired, or expiring ; and it could not be anfwered
how foon they might infill: upon returning home, nor whe-
ther fuch an event would not totally break up the little arm"»
It is faid, that the New-York men were too fenfible of the
djmate, and did not (hew the vigour or perfeverance of

thofe
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thofe hardy New-Englanders who had traverfed the defarts

with Arnold.

In thefe circumflanceSj Montgomery thought that fome-
rtttempt

j|^-^f,g Jecifive mufl immediately be done, or that the benefit

^^^'^^ of his paft fnccefTes would, in a great degree, be loft to the
^''^-^-'

caufe in which he was engaged, and his own renown, which

now fiione in gieat lufire, be dimmed, if not obfcured. He
knew I lie Americans would confider Quebec as taken from

the indant that they had licard of h's arrival bei^ore it. That
the higher their expeQations were raifed, ti.e more grievous

the difappointment would be in cafe of a failure. Their con-

fidence of fuccefs was founded upon the high opinion which

they held of his courage and ability ; to forfeit that opinion,

was the word of all pollible confequences. Yet, to attempt

the city by ftorm, with a garrifon equal in number to the

afTailants, and the great natural flrength of the upper town

to encounter, wh ch is one of thole places that are efually

called impregnable, feemed an effort truly defperate. But

s^reat minds are fcldom good calculators of danger ; and if

the glory in view be great, do not minutely attend to the

difficulties which lie in their way to that obje6ii:. Indeed,

the mioft illuftrious military atchievements, in all ages, have

owed their fuccefs to a noble contempt of common forms,

and common calculations. Fortune, in contempt of the pride

of man, ever was, and ever will be, the great arbiter in war.

Upon the v/hole, Montgomery, depending much upon for-

tune, and not a little upon the nature and difpofition of the

garrilon, determined upon a defperate attempt to carry the

J
lace by efcalade.

Whiift he was making the neceilary preparations for this

purpofe, it is faid the garrifon received intelligence of it by

fome deierters, and that he perceived, by their motions, that

they were not only acquainted with the general defign, but

with the particular mode of carrying it into execution, v.'hich

they wtre accordingly preparing with the utmoit vigour and

order to oppofe. This untoward circumftance, rendered a

total change in his original difpoiuions neceffary, and it is

not impoilibk, that this difarrangement had a confidcrable in-

fluence on the fucceeding events. However that was, early

in the morning, on the laft day of the year 1775, and un-

der the cove; of a violent fnow florm, he proceeded to this

arduous attempt. He had difpofed of his little army in four

divifions, of which two carried on falfe attacks againfl the

upper town, whilll: himfelf and Arnold conduced two real a-?

^ainft oppofite parts of the lo\\er. By this means the alarm

was
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was general in both towns, and might have difconcerled the 1775.
moll experienced troops : from the Tide of the river St. Law- ^-^--s^

rence, along the fortified front, and lound to the Bafon, e-r

very part feemed equally threatened, if not equally in dan-
ger.

About five o'clcKk, Montgomery, at the head of the New-
York troops, advanced againll: the lower town, at Aunce de
Mere, under Cape Diamond ; but fiora fome d.fHculties

which intervened in his approach, the fio-nai for eno-agine

had been given, and the garnion alarmed, before he could

reach the place. He however p reded on in a narrow file,

upon a fcanty path, with a precipice to the river en one fide,

and an hanging rock over him ; feized and pafled the firft

barrier, and accompanied by a tew of his braveil officers and
men, ruarchcd boldly at the head of the detachment to at-

tack the fecond. This barrier was much ftroncrer than the

firft. Several cannon were there planted, loaded with grape

Ihot. From thefe, as well as from a well-di reded and fup-

ported fire of rnufquetry, an end was at once put to the hopes
of this enterprizing officer, and to the fortune of his party

in Canada. The General himfelf, with his Aid de Camp,
fome other officers, and moft of thofe who were near his Montgo-

perfon, fell upon the fpot.* The command devolved upon a '^^i y kil-

Mr. Campbell, ^^d.

* Thus fell RICHARD MONTGOMERY, Efq; who was a ^, ^
gentleman of excellent family in the North of Ireland, and bro-

^'^^'^^'^

therto Alex. Montgomery., Efq; one of the prefent knights of the

ihire for the county of Donegal. Both thefe gentlciuen ferved

their country, in the late wars, under General Wolfe, wich the

greatell: military abilities ; and about the year 1763, the prefent

furvivor of the two, threw up his commiflion under L. T. to have
an opportunity of adjuftlng a certain affair of honor, v/herein he

thought himfelf flighted by the preferment of a junior officer to a

rank he ihould have fucceeded to. The conftftuentsof the county
of Donegal, in teftimony of their entire approbation of his martial

conduct, generoufly prefented him with his feat in parh'ament,

for that county, at the late general eledlion, free of ail expence,

where he has now an opportunity of fliining with equal iuiire in

the cabinet, that he formerly did in the field.

The excellency of Richard's qualifications and difpofiiion (who
thus fell in the prime of life) had procured him an uncommon ihare

of private affection, as his abilities had of public eifeem ; and
there was probably no man engaged on the fame fide, and fevv' on
C!th<;r, whcfe lofs would have been fo much regretted both in

England
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Mr. Campbell, who immediately retired without any further

effort. Whether he yielded too eafily to the firfl: imprefllon.

Camp- as the Americans afferted, it is impofiible for thofe who are

bell re- not perfectly acquainted with all the particulars to deter-

treats. mine.

Jn the mean time, Arnold, with a body of thofe troops

who had originally fignalized ihemfelves by the memorable
expedition under his command into Canada, fupported by

Arnold fome New-York artillery, made their attempt on that part

fupports of the tov/n called the Saut au Matelot, and having pene-
the fiege. trated through St. Roques, they attacked a fmall but well

defended battery, which they carried with confiderable lofs,

after an hour's fhaip engagement. They had likewife the

fortune upon this occafion to be left without a commander ;

Arnold for Arnold's leg being fhattered by a (liot, he was neceflarily

wounded carried off to the camp. His place was, however, well fup-

plled by the goodnefs of the officers, and the refolution of

England and America. He is reprefented as a real and eager lo-

ver of Liberty ; and having married a lady, and purchafed an e-

flate in New-York, was Irom thence induced to confider himfelf

as an American. Thus, fay his friends, he was led by principle,

to quit the fweets of an eafy fortune, the enjoyment oF a loved

and philofophical rural life, with the higheft domelfic felicity, to

take an active fliare in all the miferies and dangers of the prefent

troubles. He had undoubtedly confiderable, and probably great,

inih'tary abilities ; and it remains to be lamented, that a man who
feemed fo well formed to fupport the interefts and glor^ of his

country againft her natural foes, iliould haveperilhed in an unna-

tural and mofi: unhappy civil conteft. In America, he w-as rever-

ed as a martyr to the caufe of human nature, and the liberties of

mankind. What was more extraordinary, the moft powerful

fpeakers in the Brltilli parliament difplayed their eloquence in

praifing his virtues and lamenting his fate. A great orator, and

veteran tel'iow-foldier of his in the late war, flied abundance of

tears, whild: he expatiated on their fafl fi lend fliip and participati-

on of fervice in that feafon of enterprize and glory. Even the

rninifter cxioiled his virtues, while he condemned the rebellious

caufe they were employed in, and the fatal effeds which their

millaken application had produced.

All enmity to this veteran foldier e?:pired with his life, and re-

fpe^l to hi;: privare character prevailed over all other confiderati-

ons. By the orders of General Carleton, his dead body received

every pOiTible mark of difi;in6tion from, the viflors, and was inter-

red in Quebec, on the i ft i^\2y of Jan. 1776, with all the military

honours due to a brave foldier.

the
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the men ; who being ignorant of Montgomery's misforuine,

were fo tar from being dilpirited by their own, that they

pullied on wiih great vigour, and made themfelves mailers

of another barrier.

The garrifon now being recovered from their furprize, and
their hands cleared in all other quarters, had time to attend

to the Tituation of Arnold'^s dlvifion, and to perceive, the op-
portunity which was ofiFered of cutting them off. Their Situ-

ation was fuch, that in attempting a retreat, they muil pafs

for a conilderable way within fifty yards of the walls, expo-
fed to the whole hre of the garrifon. To render their fate

inevitable, a confiderable detachment, with feveral field pie-

ces, ifTued through a gate which commanded that pafTage,

and attacked them furiouily in the rear, whilft they were al-

ready fully occupied in every other part, by the trc ops which
now poured upon them from all quarters. In thefe defpcrate

circumftanQes, without a pofTibility of efcape, attacked on
all fides, an-a under every difadvantage of ground as well as

rumberj they obflinately defended themfelves for three

hours, and at length furrendered prifoners of war.

The prifoners were treated with the greatefl: humanity bv
General Carleton ; a condu£t, which the habitual military

fe verity of his temper, rendered the more honourable, it

appears by comparing different circumilances previous and
fubfeqnent to this engagement, that the rebels, in killed,

wounded, and prifoners, did not lofe fev/er than half their

number ; and a letter from Arnold, v.Tltten foon after, ftates

their remuning force at only 700 men.
The Governor and ofHcers acquired great and deferved ho-

nour by this defence, and the behaviour of the raw sarriroii

would have done credit to veterans. It afforded an in fiance,

how far thecondLi<5l and example of a lew brave and expe-
rienced officers miglit operate, in rendering tl\e raw ell and
worfl formed troops refpc'^iable. Indeed, the emulation
arifjng between the different orders of men wliich comcofed
the garrifon, probably conveitcjd an apparent weaknef^ into 2

real ftrergth.

The befiegers immediately quitted their camp, and retired Provinc'f-

about three miles from the city, where ihey flrcngthened alsi-etire

their quarters in the bell manner they were able, beinp- an- from be-

prehenhve of a purfuit and attack from the garrifon. The f'^'^ re the

latter, however, though now fuperior in number, were un- 'avails-

fit for a fervice of that nature, and their able Governor, with
2 degree of wifdom and fobriety equal to his intrepidity and
firmnefs, contented himfelf. with the unexpected advantage

and
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and fecurity he had gained, without hazarding the fate of

the province, and perhaps of America, in any rafh enter

-

prize. The city was now completely out of danger, and

the great fuccours which were expe6.ed, could not fail to

relieve liie whole province.

By the death of Montgomery, the command of the Ame-
rican army devolved upon Arnold,* whofe wound rendered

him, for the prefent, unequal to lo arduous a talk. Their

perfeverance was, however, aftonilliing in their circumftan-

ces. They had loll: befides their General, (in whom it might

be faid all their hopes and confidence refided) the bed of

their officers, and the braved of their fellows, with a pare

of their fmall artillery. The hope of afTillance was diftant,

iind at befl, the arrival of fuccours muft be flow. It was

well known that the Canadians, befides being naturally quick

and fickle in their refolations, were peculiarly difpofed to be

biailed by fuccefs, fo that their afiiilance now grew exti-eme-

ly precarious. The feverity of a Canada winter, was alfo

far beyond any thing they were acquainted with, and the

fnow lay above four feet deep upon a level. In thefe cir-

cumdances, it required no fmall fhare of a6tivity, as well as

addrefs, to keep them in any manner together. Arnold, who
had hitherto diiplayed uncommon taknts in his march into

Canada, (which m^ay be compared to the greated things

done in that kiiid) difcovered on this cccafion the utmod vi-

£rour of a determined mind, and a genius full of refcurces.

Defeated and wounded as he was, he put his troops intofuch

a fituation as to keep them dill formidable. He difpatched

an exprefs to Wooder, who was at Montreal, to bring fuc-

cours, and to alTume the command; but as this could not

be done immediately, he bore up with the force lie had

ao-aind the difficulties with which he was furrounded. From
that time, the fiege was for fome months converted into a

blockade, and Arnold found means efi^eflually to obdru6l the

arrival of any fuppUes of provifions or neceflaries in the town.

* It is unneceHary here lo trouble the reader with any detached

account of this genileaian. His character asafokiier, (if not fuffici-

tniiy delineated in this v/onderful expedition of his to Canada to

ftaiiip his fcinie,) fully opens itfelf-in the fucceeding campaigns f>f

thefe unhappy troubles, v;here we fee this brave American, ani-

mated with the love of his country, and in fupport of what he calls

her rights and liberties, always foreaicfl in every perilous at- ,

tsu^.pt to her refcue. I

CHAP.
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C H A P. IX,

T°ranfanions hi the provinces 0/" Virginia, the North and Soiith

Carolinas, w/7/6 the general occurrences of other colonies in

the year 1775.

DURING thefe proceedings in Canada, a long courfe of it775*

jealoufy, diftruft, fufpicion^ and altercation, between ^-'v—

'

the Governor, and the major part of the governed, in the
'

colony of Virginia, finally terminated in open hoftility, and
Yirg-inl^

a ruinous, inteftinal, and predatory war. Thefe unhappy
effects arofe (as is too frequently the cafe) from a caufe appa-

rently unimportant ; but as the heat of controverfy nourifhed

the quarrel, fo mutual diftruft and apprehenfion fupplied the

place of an object.

The people of that colony, as we have formerly fhevvn,

had been at lead as forward as any other, in all the common
a6ts, of fending Delegates to the General Congrefs, acceding

to its decrees, under whatever form or title they wereiilued,

and in the inftituting of committees, and the entering; into

aflbciations, among, themfelves. They were alfo imonp^ the

freefl in expreffing their refolution, and the readieft in ihew-
ing their determination, to fupport at all rifques and events,

what they deemed, or termed, the rights of America. But
in other refpe6ls, the greateft order and quiet was preferved

in that pj;ovince ; and notwithftanding the uneafjnet's excited

by the prorogation or diiTolution of their affemblies, and the

confequent expiration of their militia laws, i which, jn a

country where a great majority of the people are in a ilate

of flavery, was a circumflance of the moil alarming nature,

and which might have been attended with the moft fatal con-
fequences) yet with thefe caufes of complaint, the people
feemed to pay a more than common degree of attentioH and
perfonal regard to the Earl of Dunmore, their Governor.

In this ftateof things, however, the want of a legal afiem- P^ovlnci-

bly, feemed to give lome fandion to the holding of a con- ^^ c°^"

venrion, a Provincial Congrefs was aflembled in the month S''-^^

of March, 1775, who immediately (under the cover of an
^'^'^^'

old law of the year 1738, which they faid to be ftill effec- Mar. 6th
tive) took meafures for arraying the militia ; but to fiipply jt-,- •

in fome degree thofe defeds in that law, to remedy which, embodJ-
as they pretended, all fubfequent ones had been paiTed, they ^.-^^

I recommended
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1-775. recommended to each county to raile a volunteer company,

v.^-^-^ for the better defence and protection of the country.

Ap. 20th This interference in the militia, probably alarmed the Go-

Powder pernor, and feems to have been the cauie, that rendered the

removed public magazine belonging to the colony in the capital city of

from the WiUiamfburgh, an object of his apprehenfion. However

maga- that was, he foon afterwards employed the Captain of an

zine at armed veffel, which lay at a few miles diftancein James Ri-
Will^am-v^r^ with a detachment of marines, to convey the powder,
Jhurgh. by night, from the magazine on board his fhip.

Confe- Though this meafure was conducted with great privacy,

cuences it ^^as by fome rrreans difcovered the enfuing morning, when

thereof, the apparent fecrecy, and feeming myfterioufnefs of the aft,

increafed the confternation and alarm among the inhabitants,

. who immediately affembled with fuch arms as they had at

hand, with an intention of demanding, or, perhaps, obtain-

ing, reftitution of the gon-powder. The Mayor and cor-

poration, however, prevented their proceeding to any ex-

tremities, whilft they prefented jan addrefs to the Governor,

ftating the injury, reclaiming the powder as a matter of

right, and fliewing the dangers to which they were peculiarly

liable from the infurreftion of their flaves ; a calamity, which

had for fome time been particularly apprehended, and which

the removal of their only means of defence, would at any

time have accelerated.

Kis Lordfhip acknowledged, that the gun-powder had been

removed by his order ; faid, that as he had heard of an in-

furreftion in a neighbouring county, and did not think it fe-

cure in the magazine, he had it conveyed to a place of per-

fefl: fecurity ; but gave lus word, that whenever an occa-

fion rendered it neceffary, it fhould be immediately re-

turned. He alfo faid, that it had been remioved in the night

to prevent giving alarm ; exprefled great furprize at the

people's affembling in arms; and obferved that he could not

think it prudent to put powder into their hands in fuch a fitu-

alion.

Whatever fatisfaQiion this anfwer might have afforded to

the magiflrates, they prevailed on the people to retire qui-

etly to their houfes, without any remarkable outrage, that

we can learn., having been committed ; indeed it appeared,

from depofiticns afterwards taken by order of the aflembly,

that the officers of the men of war on that ftation, and par-

ticularly the gentleman who might be fuppofed to have ren-

dered himfelf obnoxious by removing the powder, appeared

publicly in the ilreets during the time of the greateft com-
motion.
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motion, without their receiving the fmallefl infult. A re-

port, being, however, fpread in the evening, that detach-

nitnts from the men oi war were upon their march to the

city, the people again took to their arms, and continued all

night upon the watch, as if in expe£lation of an attack from

an enemy. They aUb from this time increafed their night

patroles, and fliewed an evident defign to prote6t the maga-
zine from any further attempts.

The whole value of the powder and arms in the magazine,

or any purpofe to which they were capable of being con-

verted, either in the hands of friends or enemies, feemed

very inadequate to the alarm, fufpicion, and difturbance,

which this meafure excited. The quantity of powder re-

moved amounted only to fifteen half barrels, containing fifty

pounds each, of a very ordinary fort, and the remaining

liock left behind in the magazine, to about fix of the fame

kind ; neither does it appear that the number of ferviceable

mulkets was fufficient to anfwer any effential purpofe, or

even to juftify apprehenfion, and the caution of llripping

thefe of their locks, only marked the fufpicion from which

it proceeded. A confiderable quantity of old arms, and

common trading guns, were not meddled with. Upon the

whole, this a£i derived its only importance, from time,

manner, and circumftance.

The Governor feems to have been exceedingly irritated

at the behaviour of the people in thefe commotions, and per-

haps refented too highly, for fuch times, their aflembling in

arms, not only without, but with an evident intention to op-

pofe his auihority. In this warmth of temper fome threats

were thrown out, which upon a cooler reflection would pro-

bably have been avoided. Among thefe, a threat of letting

np the royal ftandard, of enfranchizing the negroes, arming

them againft their maders, and deftroying the city, with

other expreilions of a fimilar nature and tendency, not only

fpread a general alarm throughout the colony, but excited a

kind of abhorrence of government, and an incurable fufpi-

cion of its defigns.

In the m.ean time, feveral public meetings were held in . ^
different counties, in all of which, the meafure of feizing

j^j ^
and removing the powder, as well as the Governor's threats, ^q^q^
were reprobated in the ftroneefi: term?. Some of the Pen-

tlemen of Flanover, and other of the neighbouring counties, 1
^

were not, however, fatisHed with fimple declarations. They .

'
, ,

affembled in arms to a confiderable number, under the con- u„ o iw^

du£t of a Mr. Henry, who was one of the Provincial De- Henrv
I 2 leg'ates
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legates to the General Congrefs, and marched towards Wil-
liaml"burgh, with an avowed defign, not only to obtain refti-

tution of the gun-powder, but to take fuch effectual mea-
fures for fecuring the public treafury, as Ihould prevent its

experiencing a fimilar fate v^ith the magazine. A negociation

was, however, entered into with the magiftrates, when they

had arrived within a few miles of the city, m which it was
finally fettled, that the Receiver-General of the colony's

fecurity, for paying the value of the gun-powder, fhould be

accepted as a reftitution, and that upon the inhabitants en-

gaging for the future, effeStually to guard both the treafury

and magazine, the infurgents Ihould return to their habita-

tions.

The alarm of this affair, induced Lady Dunmore, with

the Governor's family to retire on board the Fowey man of

war in James River, whilft his Lordfhip, with the afliflance

of a detachment ot marines, converted his palace into a little

garrifon, fortified it in the beft manner he was able, and fur-

rounded it with artillery. A proclamation from the Gover-
nor and Council, in which Henry and his followers were
charged with rebellious practices, in extorting the value of the

powder from the Receiver-General, and theprefent commo-
tions were attributed to difafiection in the people, and a de-

fire of changing the eitablilhed form of government, ferved

only to afford more room for altercation, and to incrcafe the

heat and diicontent. Several county meetings were held,

dud ap-
f^^^i'y's conduct vindicated and applauded, and refolutions

proved p^iTed, that at the riTque of every thing dear, he and his fol-

of by the lt>wers fhould be indemnified from all fuffering, lofs'and in-

people. ']^^Y> upon that account. The charge of difaffeflion was
peremptorily denied, and thofe of changing the form of

government, and caufing the prefent troubles, retorted,

'i hey infilled that they wanted nothing but to preferve their

ancient coniiitution, and only oppofed innovations, and that

all the difiurbances {prung from the Governor's late condu6l.

As there are times when allcircumflances feem to confpire,

towards the nouiiihment and incrcafe of political, as well as

natural diiorders, fo it appeared now in Virginia, every thing

tending to one common center of diftrufl, jealoufy, and dif-

Appear- content. The copies of fome letters from the Governor to

an^c t the Minifier of the American department, were by fome
means procured, and public and fevere ccniures pafled upon
I hem, as containing rot onfy unfavourable, hut unfair and
unjufl reprefentations, as well cf fa6ts, as of the temper and

difpofition of the colony. Thus one diftruft begot another,

until

Gover-
nor's

procla-

iiiation

againft

Henry.

Hiscon-

certaia

letters

incrcafe

ihg fer-

n:ti)t.
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until all confidence being totally loft: on both (Ides, every

falfe report that was circulated, was believed on either, and

ferved for its time to keep up the public fever.

In this ftate of commotion and diforder, upon the arrival J^"^ ^^^*

of difpatches from England, the General i^ffembly was fud- General
denly and unexpededly convened by the Governor. The AfTem-
grand motive for this meafure, was to procure their appro- biy con-
b^ition and acceptance of the terms, included in Lord North's vened by

Conciliatory Motion, § and the parliamentary refolutions the Gov.

founded thereupon. His Lordfhip accordingly in his fpeech, ^pd con-

ufed his utmoft addrefs to carry this favourite point; he ^'^^^.^o^X

flated the favourable difpofition of parliament, as well as of "^^^^^^

government, towards the colonies ; the moderation, equity, P^^P^^^-

and tendernefs, which induced the prefent advances towards

a happy reconciliation ; he dwelt upon the juftice of their

contributing to the common defence, and bearing an equi-

§ In lad Feb. 1775, while all parties purfued their debates with
much eagernefs and animofity, and nothing but defiance was hurl-

ed at America on the part of Governmenr, Lord North at the

head of adminiftration amazed all parties, and fcemed for a time

almoil to difTolve his own, by that famous conciliatory motion with
refpe(5l to America, which was then, and has been fince, the fub-

je(5t of fo much difculHon on both fides of the Atlantick. The
motion was for paffing the following refolution. ** That ^' "^''^'^'^

*' when the governor, council and alTembly, or general court of "'^"'^'^/o-

** his Majefty's provinces or colonies, in North America, fhall 0""''/«'«,

*' propofe to make provifion, according to their refpe6live condi-
** tions, circumftances, and fituations, for conrributing their pro-
*' portion to the cojiuiion defence, fuch proportion to be raifed
*' under the authority of the general court, or general airembly
*' of fuch province or colony, and difpofable by parliament ; and
*' fhaii engage to make provifion alfo for the fupport of the civil

*' government, and the adminiilration of juftice in fuch province
" and colony, it v.'ill be proper, if fuch propofal fhould be ap-
" proved of by his Majefty in parliament, and for fo long as fuch
** provifion fhall be made accordingly, to forbear, in rcfpeft of
*' fuch province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or affelfmenr,
" or to impofe any further duty, tax, or airelTment, except only
*' fuch duties as it may be expedient to Impofe for the regulation
** of government ; the nett produce of the duties lad mentioned,
*' to be carried to the account of fuch province, colony, or planta-
*' tion refpe^^Ively." This motion after undergoing many fcruti-

nies and altercations in a very full houfi?, paffed, by a majority of

278 to 88.
.

'

table
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table proportion of the public burthens ; obferved, that as

no fpecific fum was demanded, they had an cpportunity of

giving a free fcope to their juftice and Jiberahty, and that

whatever they gave, would be a free gift, in the fullell:

fenfe of the terms ; that they would thus Ihew their rever-

ence for parliament, and maniteft their duty and attachment

to the Sovereign ; and the kindnefs with which it would be

taken, that they met, on their fide, the favourable difpofi-

tion iriewn on the other, towards bringing the prefent un-

happy difputes to a period. He alfo took pains to convince

them, trom the proceedings and refolutions of parliament,

that a full redrefs of all their real grievances, would be the

immediate confequence of their compliance.

-, ^ The fird aft of the afiembly, was the appointment of a

2,Ire ri-
committee to enquire into the caufes of the late difturbances,

fled. ^"^ particularly to examine the ftate of the magazine, that

necefiary meafures might be accordingly taken for its reple-

nifhment. Thoua^h the magazine was the property of the

colony, it was in the cuftody of the Governor, who appointed

a keeper, fo that an application to him for admittance was

necefiary. During an altercation which arofe upon this fub-

je6t, and before the order for admittance was obtained, fome
people of the town and neighbourhood broke into the maga-
zine, and carried off fome of the arms ; feveral members of

the Houfe of Burgefies, however, ufed their perfonal inter-

eft and application in getting as many of them as they could

returned. It appeared by the report of the Committee, that

they found moft of the remainder of the powder buried in

the magazine yard, where it had been depofited by the Go-
;

vernor's orders, and fuffered confiderable damage from the

rain ; the depriving the mufkeisof their locks was alfo now
difcovercd, as well as the nakednefs and infufficiency of the

magazine in all refpefts. Among other matters which ferved

to irritate the people, v/as the planting of fpring-guns in the

magazine, (without givincr any public notice of fuch a mode
of fecurity) and fome effect they had taken at the lime of the

late depredations.

June St/:, Whilfl: the Governor's fpeech, with the propofitions which

r , it recommended, were yet under the confideration of the

rs afiembly, and before their addrefs was determined upon,

retires on "'^ Lordlhip, with his lady and lam.ily, quuted the palace

1)oard a privately, and fuddenly, at night, and retired on board of the

{Iiip of Fowey man of war, which then lay near York town, on the

V'?.r. river of the fame name. He leh a meffage for the Houfe
of Burgeffes, acquainting them, that he thought it prudent

to



m'le ot burgeiies ; deciaiing their unbelief that any ^_|^oin tne

in that province, would meditate fo horrid and atro- Cominit-

crime as his Lordfhip apprehended ; lamenting that if^ °:

not acquainted them with the irround ot hi=^ uneafi- ^4^iO'*
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to retire to a place of fafety, as he was fully perfuaded, that

both himlelfand his family were inconftant danger of falling

facrifices to the blind and unmeafurable fury of the people;

that fo far from intending to interrupt their fitting, he hoped

they would fuccefsfuUy proceed in the great bufmels before

them ; that he would render the communication between him
and tlTe Houfe as eafy and as fafe as poiTible ; and that he fup-

pofed it would be more agreeable to them to fend fome of their

members to him as occafion fhould require, than to have the

trouble of moving their whole body to a nearer place. He
affured^ihem, that he fhould attend ss ufual to the duties of

his office, and of his good difpofition to rtftorethat harmony

which had been fo unhappily interrupted.

1 his meffage produced a joint addrefs from the Council Report

and Houfe of Burgefies ; declaring their unbelief that any trom the

perfons

cious a

he had not acquainted them with the groun(

nefs before he had adopted this meafure, as they would ha\^e

ufed all polTible means to have removed every caufe of his

difquietude ; they feared that this removal from the feat of

government would be a means ot increafing the uneafinefs

which unhappily prevailed among the people ; declared that

they would chearfully concur in any meafure which he fliould

propofe for the fecurity of himfelf and his family ; obferving

how impracticable it would be to carry on the bufinefs of

the fefhon with any degree of propriety and difpatch, whilfi:

he was at fuch a didance, and fo inconveniently fitualed.

They concluded by intreating his return, with his lady arrd

family, to the palace, which would afford great public fatif-

faSion, and be the likelieft means of quieting the minds of

the peop'e.

Lord Dunmore returned a v/ritten anfwer, in which he June lo.

juftified his apprehenfions of danger, from the public notori-
R^f^f^j

ety of the commotions among the people, as well as of the of the
threats and menaces with which they were attended ; beiides Gover-
complaints of the general conduct and difpofition of the nor to go
Houfe of Burgefies, he fpecified feveral charges againft that on fhore

body; that they had countenanced the violent and diforderly topafs

proceedings of the people, particularly with refpe6L to the the bills,

magazine, which was forced and rifled in the prefence of

fome of the members ; that inflead of the commitment of

thofe perfons who had been guilty of fo daring and heinous

an offence, they only endeavoured to procure a reftitution of

the arms. That the Houfe, or its Committee^ had ventured

on
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on a fiep fraught with the moft alarming confequencts, in

appointing guards, without his approbation or confent, un-:'

der pretenc- of pi'teciing the magazine, fhewed thereby a

defign of lifurping the executive power, and of fubverting

the ccnftitution.

He obferved, that no means could be effe6lual for afford-

ing the '"ccunty which they propofed to concur in, but, by
remftaiing him in the lull powers of his office, by opening
!he couiti of juflice, and reftoring the energy of the laws

;

by difarming ah independent: companies, or other bodies of

men, raifed and a6ling in defiance of legal authority ; by
obliging the immediate return of the King's arras and ftores

;

and by, what was not lefs ejlential than any other matter,

their own example, and their endeavours to remove that ge-

neral deiufion which kept the minds of the people in a con-:

linual ferment, and thereby to abolifh that malice and Ipirit

of perlecution, which now operated fo dangeroufly againfl all

thole, who from duty and affe<Slion to their King and coun-

try, oppofed the piefent meafures, and who fiom principle

and convi«£lion difi'ered with the multitude in political opinion.

1 hat thefe were the means to afford the fecurity requifite for

all parties ; and that, for the accomplifhment of thofe ends,

together with the great obje^i and neceffary bufinefs of the

feffion, he fhould have no objection to their adjourning to the

town of York, where he would meet them, and remain till;

the bufinefs was finifhed.

He concluded by reprefentlng, that unlefs they had a fin-

cere and a£iive defire of feizing the opportunity which was
now ofi'ered by parliament, of effablifhing the freedom of

their country upon a fixed and known foundation, and of

uniting thenifelves with their fellow-fubje6ls of Great-Bri-.

tain in one common bond of intereft and mutual affillance,

liis return to Williamfburgh would be as fruitlefs to the peo-

ple, as it might poffibly bedangerous to himfelf ; but that if

their proceedings manifefted that happy difpofition, he would
return with the preatefl: joy, and confider it as the moft: for-i

tunate event of his life, if they gave him an opportunity to

be an inftrument of promoting their happinefs, and of being

a fuccefsful mediator between them and the fupreme autho-.

lity.

The Af- The mollifying terms of the conclufion, were by no means
fembly equal to the removal of the acrim.ony excited by thofe fevere

addreTs charges and implications, which were contained in the fore-,

ihe Gov. going parts of this long rneffage. It accordingly produced a

^"- '^ reply of an uncommon lensrth, under the furm of an addrefs.
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which was fraught with all the bitternefs of recrimination,

as well as with defenfive arguments, and an examination ot

fafls. The Houfe had now received the report of its Com-
mittee relative to the caufes of the late dillurbances, backed

by the depofitions of a number of Britifh merchants, u ho

were refident in different and remote parts of the Colony,

all whofe teftimony tended to fhew ihe general tranquility

which prevailed previous to the late affair of the powder,
and the Governor's declaration relative to the flaves, the

latter of which, fo far as it was believed, having particularly

irritated the people ; that notwithlfanding, quiet and order

were foon every where rcffored, and ftdl continued ; that

there was a general acquiefcence every where in the determi-

nations of the General and Provincial Congrefs ; but they all

concurred in believing, that the people had no defign or wifli

of an independency on Great-Britain ; and fome, that on the

contrary, they had a moft eager defire forfuch a conne6tion,

as it ftood before the late a6ls of parliament ; they were una-

nim.ous in their opinion, that a redrefs of the grievances

complained of, would eitablifh a perfe6t tranquility, and
produce a reconciliation with the parent ftate.

To refute tlie charges or infinuations of difaffeclion and
difloyalty, the Houfe of Burgeffes took a retrofpedive view
of the behaviour of the people, and of feveral trarifa6tions

in the colony, for fome years back ; they ffated the happi-

refs which they derived under the condu6l of former Gover-
nors, as a (Irong contraft to the prefent fituation ; they at-

tributed that happinefs, particularly in a very late in{l.irice,

to the difcountenancing of tale-bearers and malicious inform-
ers, to a proper examination of every fubjett, and the tak-

ing of nothing upon trull:; and, finally, to the tranfmitting

home a faithful reprefentation of things in the colony. They
dated their former conduct and behaviour with refpeci to his

LordQiip, andobfetved, that changes feldom happened with-
out forae difficult caule; that refpeCt was not to be obtained

by force from a free people ; that nothing was fo likely to in-

fure it, as dignity of charader, a candid and exemplary con-
dud. That they did not mean to infinuate his Lordfhip
would, defignediy,- mifreprefent fads ; but that it was much
tp be feared, he too eafily gave credit to defigning perfons,

who, to the great injury of the community, poffeffed much
too large a (hare of his confidence.

They controverted the fads, and examined, with great
feverity, the reprefentations and charges contained in thofe
two letters to the Earl of Dartmouth, which we have alrea-

dy
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dy taken notice of; thefe they rcprefented as exceedingly in-

jurious and unjuft, as founded on niifconception, mifintorma-

tion, thehfcighi. ot colouring, the imftating, or the affump"

tion oi la(Sts, without evidence. They then proceeded to

juilirV the Tieps which had been taken with regard to the mi-

litia ; their fuppcfed countenance to the acls done concerning

the magazine, and the other matters which firfl excited, and

after .vards inflamtd, the controverfy.

> , . The Hon e uf Bur^^effc-s alfo nrefented their addrefs in an-
yone 14' - , .-- •> r I • 1 • I 1 I •

fwer to the Governor ^ fpeech, m which they entered into a

long liifcuiTion of the propolition co' tamed in the parliamen-

tary rerdution, founded upon Lord North's conciliatory mo-
ti:)n. This they combated upon the fame grounds, and

with a variety of arguments ot the fame nature, that we
have formeily flared ; and they ultimately declared, that as

it only changed the form of opprefTion, v.'iihont leflening its

burthen, they could not clofe with its terms. They obferved,

however, that thefe were only offered as the lemiments ot

an individual part of the whole empire ; and for a final de-

termination, they referred the affair to the General Con-

e:refs, before whom they would lay the papers. To them

alfo they referred the difcovcry of that proper mode of re-

prefenting their v^^ell-Founded grievances, which his Lord-

fhip aiTured them, would meet with the attention and regard

fo juiVly due to them. For themfelves, they made the fol-

lovvint^ declaration :
" We have exhaufted every mode of

application which our invention could fuggeli, as pi-oper and

promifmg. We have decently remonflrated with parliament ;

they have added new injuries to the old. We have wearied

our King with fucplications ; he has not deigned to anlwer

lis. We have appealed to the native honour and juflice of

the Britifn nation ; their efforts in our favour have been hi-

therto ir.efieduai."

In this fcate of difl-rufi: and ill-humour on both fides, every-

day afforded new ground {cv bickering, and every incident

frefh room for altercation, fo that there was a continued in-

tercourfe, by addreffcs, meffages, and anfwers, between the

Koufe of BurgelTes and the Fowey. Th\s was a fingular fitu-

ation ; an attempt to govern, without choofing, or finding

it fafe, to fet a foot on fliore in the country to be governed.

J.femhly p^^ length, the neceffary bills having paffed the affembly,
will not g^;-} iA^Q advanced feafon requiring their attendance in their
attend

fcverai countries, the Council and Bur^efles jointly intreat-

, . cd the Governor's prefence, to 8:!ve his aOent to them and
hoard the ^

. . _ .

him r>n

j/ ^j^, Bnifh the feffion. They obferved, that though the bufinefs

had
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had been greatly impeded by his abfence from the feat of go- 177;;.

vernmenr, and they had lubmitted to the inconvenience of ^—^--^

repeatedly lending their members twelve miles to attend his

Excellency on board a fhip of war, they could not but think

it highly improper, and too great a departure from the con-

ftituuonal and accuftomed mode of tranfacSling iheir bunnets,

to prefent the bills to him at any other place than the capital.

Lord Dunm-ore in his anfwer was fcmtwhat roug::;. He
inftfted upon his right of calling them to anyplace in ibe co-

lony, v/here the exigencies of aftatrs might render their at-

tendance neceiTary. He further obferved, that as he had

not been made acquainted with the whole proceedings ol the

Affembly, he knew of no bills of importance, which, ir he
were inclined to rifque his perfon a2;ain among the people,

they had to prefent to him, nor whether they were ii'ch as

he could aflfent to if they had.

To obviate thefe objections, though it was an unprecedent-

ed a6i:, the AiTembly ient the bills, as well as other pa-

pers which were afterwards demanded, on board the Fowey,
for his in!pe6tion. The moft intereftingof thofe bills, feem-
ingly to all parties, was that for the payment of the forces,

who had lately, under his Loroihip's command, fufFered con-

fiderably, at the fame time that they had done efTential fer-
"

vice to their country, by their bravery and fuccefs in the late

Indian vvar. This bill was obje6led to by the Governor, for

its impofing a tax upon the importation of flaves, and for

fome inforinality in refpefl to the emilTion of paper money.
The other bills were approved of.

This produced the final add re fs from the Houfe of Bur-
gefTes, in which they intreated his Excellency, that he would
meet them the enfuing day at Williamfburgh, to pafs the

hills that were ready ; exprefled their hopes, that he could

not flill entertain any groundlefs fears of perfonal danger ; but

declare, that if it was poHible he remained under fo ffrange

an influence, they pledged their honours, and every thing fa-

cred, for his fecurity. If nothing could prevail, they re-

quefted that he would grant a commifiion for palling fuch

bills as he approved.

Lord Dunmore perfifted In the objections he had made to

the bill ; faid that the well-grounded caufe he had for believ-

ing his perfon not fafe at Williamfturgh, had increafed daily.

That he therefore could not meet them, as they requefled, at

the capital ; but that he would be ready to receive the Houfe
on the following Monday, at his prelent refidence, for the

purpofe of giving his alTent to fuch aQ:s as he ihould approve

of. This
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This anfwer put an end to all public corrcTpondence and

buHners between the Governor and colony. The transferring

the L^giflative Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives of a

great county on board a man of war, was evidently not to be

expe8.ed. Their d^.nger in fuch a fiiuation, if on other ac-

counts it were polTible they could pur themfelves into it, was
no !efs than Lord Dunrnore's couli be on land. It may,
however, be luppofed, 'hat the Goveruor's condu^ was o-

perated upon by caufes, or influenced by motives, wirh which
we are unacquainted.

Upon receiving the foregoing anfwer, the Burgefles pafTed

Tcfolution?, in which thej declared, that the nftefliige requir-

ing them to attend the Governor on board ti lliip of war, was

a high breach of their r ghts and privik^es. That the un-

reafonable delays thrown into their proceedings, and the eva-

iive anfwers to their fincere and decent addrefles, gave them
reafon to fear thr.t a dangerous attack was meditated againft

the unhappy people o(' ihat colony, and it was therefore their

opinion; that they fliouki prepare tor the prefervation of their

property, and their ineitimable rights and liberties. And
then, ftrcngly profefling loyalty to the King, and amity to

the mother country, they b^'oke up their feffion.

fuIviSth Thus, unhappily, was an end pu^, for the prefent, to the

Conven- Engliili government in the colony of Virginia. A convention

tion of
^^' delegates was foon appointed to fupply the place of the af-

deWates f'^mbly, who having an unlimited confidence repofed in them

I,eld,and by the people, become accordingly poffeffed of an unlimited

means power in all public affairs. Thefe immediately took in hand

nfed to the raifmg and embodying of an armed force, as well as the

arm the providing means for its fupport, and purfued every other mea-
province. fu|-e which could tend to place the colony in a ftrong flate of

Declara- defence. Whilil: they were purfuing thefe dangerous fteps,

lion to ^^'^^y publifhed a Declaration in juftification of their condu6f,

juftify tracing the meafures that led to the prefent unhappy ftate of

thefe public affairs, fetting forth the caufe of their meeting, and

proceed-Thewing the neceffity of immediately putting the country in a

ing5. poffure ot defence, for the protefition of their lives, liberties,

and properties. They concluded a^the affembly had done,

with the ftrongeff profeffions of faith and loyalty, and de-

clared, that as, on the one hand, they w^ere determined at

the peril of the extreme^ hazards, to maintain their jufl

rights and privileges, fo on the other, it was their fixed and

unalterable refolution, to dtfband fuch forces as were raifed

for the defence of the colony., whenever their dangers were
remov-
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removed, and America reftored to its former ftate of tran-

quility and happinefs.

Whether Lord Dur.more expected that any extraordinary Coercive

advantages might be derived from an infurre6tion of the (laves, 'neafures

or that he imagined there v^as a much greater numher of pec- ^'*° ^"

pie in the colony, who were fatisfied with the prefent fyftem '. '^P^^^

of government, than really was the cafe, (a miftake, and an ^7
iiniortunate one, which like an epidemical diftemper, feems
to have fpread through all our official departments in Ameri-
ca) upon whatever grounds he proceeds, he determined, tho'

he relinquifhed his government, not to abandon his hopes,

nor entirely to lofe fight of the country which he had govern-

ed. He accordingly, being joined by thofe ftieiids of govern-

ment, who had rendered themfelves too obnoxious to the peo-

ple to continue with fafety in the country, as well as by a
number of runaway negroes, and fupported by the frigates of

war which were upon the flation, endeavoured to eflabliili

fuch a marine force, as would enable him, by means of the

noble rivers, which render the moll: valuable parts of that

rich country acceflible by water, to be always at hand, and
ready to profit, of any favourable occaGon that offered.

Upon this, or fome fimilar fyflem, he by degrees equip-

ped and armed a nurriber of veflels of different kinds and
fizes, in one of rvhich he conflantly refided, never fetting

his foot on fhore but in a hoftile manner; the force thus puc

together, was, however, calculated only for depredation,

and never became equal to any elTential fervice. The for-

mer, indeed, was in part a matter of neccffity, for as the

people on fhore would not fupply thofe on board with provi-

fions or neceffaries, they muif either ftarve, or provide them
by force. The Virginians pretend, that while the depreda-

tions were confined to thofe neceffary objeQs, the refpecl

which they bore to the rank and office cf their governor,

prevented his meeting with any refiilance ; but their nature

was foon changed into open and avowed hoftility. Obnoxi-
ous perfcns, they faid, were feized and carried on board the

ftiips ; plantations ravaged and dedroyed ; the negroes carried

off; houfes burnt, and at length lives loff on both fides. In

one oi thefe expeditions, his Lordfhip deflroyed a number of
iron canrouj and carried off fome others, which he fuppofed

were provided for the purpofes of rebellion, though the Vi;-
ginians affert they were (hip guns. Thefe proceedings occa-

fioned the fending of fome detachments of the new-raifed

forces to prote6t the coafis, and from thence enfued, a fmall,

miichievous, predatory war, incapable of affording honour

or
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1775. or benefit, and in which, at length, every drop of water,

^—V-*-' and every necefTary, v/as purchafed at the price or rifque of

bkod.

During this flatc of hoftility, he procured a few foldiers
Uct. 25 fj-om different parts, with u hofe affiftance, an attempt was
Lord made to burn a port-town, in an important fituation, called
Dunmore Hampton. It f.ems the inhabitants had Tome previous fufpi-
repulled ^^j^^ ^^ j-j^^ defign, for they had funk boats in the entrance
m his at-

^f ji^g harbour, and thrown fuch other obftacles in the way,
^5^^P ^ as rendered the approach of the fhips, and ccnfequently a

, J landmg, imprafticable on the day in which the attack was

q{ Hamt>-
commenced. The fhips cut a paffage through the boats in

2^^^
the night, and began to cannonade the town furioufly^ in the

morning ; but at this critical period, they were relieved from
their apprehenfions and danger, by the arrival of a detach-

ment of riHe and minute men, from WiUiamfburgh, who
had marched all night to their affiftance. Theie, joined with

the inhabitants, attacked the fliips fo vigoroully with their

fmall arms, that they were obliged precipitately to quit their

ftation, with the lofs of fome men, and of a tender which
was taken.

Nov. 7th In confequence of this repulfe, a proclamation was iffued

Procia- ^y ^'^^^ Governor, dated on board the fhip William, off Nor-

marloa folk, declaring, that as the civil law was at prefent infuffi-

^or mar- cient to prevent and punifh treafon and traitors, martial law

tial law, fiiould take place, and be executed throughout the colony ;

and the and requiring all perfons capable of bearing arms to repair

emanci- to h s Majefty's flandard, or to be confidered as traitors,

pation Ox He alfo declared all indented lervants, negroes, or others,
the ne- appertaining to rebels, v/ho were able and willing to bear
groes. arms, and who joined his Majefly'sforces, to be free.

This meafure of emancipating the negroes, excited lefs

furprize, and probably had lels effefi: in exciting the defired

iniurreQion, from its bemg fo long threatened and appre-

hended, than if it had been more immediate and unexpected.

It was, however, received with the greatell: horror in all the

color.ies, and has been feverely condemned elfewhere, as

tending to loofen the bands of fociety, to deftroy domeflic

fecurity, and encourage the moft barbarous of mankind, to

the commiffion of the moll: horrible crimes, and the mod
inhuman cruelties ; that it was confounding the innocent wiih

the guilty, and expofmg thofe who were the bcff friends to

government, to the fame lofs of property, danger, and de-

flruflicn, with the mod incorrigible rebels. It was laid to

eflabhfh a precedent of a mofl dangerous nature in the new
world.
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world, by giving a legal fan8:lon to the arraying and enih-o- 1775^

dying oi: Atrican negroes, to appear in arms againil white ^w--s,-~hj

men, and to encounter them upon an equal footing in the

field ; for however founded diflin^tions with refpeQ: to co-

lour may appear, when examined by the teft s ot nature, rca-

fon, cr philofophy, while things continue in their prelent

ftate, while commerce, luxury, and avarice, render llavery

a princpal objeft in the political fyftera of every Iiuropcan

power that pofTefies dominion in America, the idea of a pre-

eminence muif always be cherilhed, and confidered as a ne-

cefTary policy. This meafure is perhaps liable to be charged

with another political fault, v.'hich has attended too many o-

thers that have been lately adopted with refpe6t to America,

viz. that of violent irritation, without affording any adequate

benefit.

The Proclamation, however, with Lord Dunmorc's prc-

fence, and the encouragement of the fmali marine force he

had with him, produced, for the prefent, fome efFe^i in the

town of Norfolk, and the adjoining country, where many of

the people were well-affe8:ed to government. He was ac-

cordingly joined by fome hundreds both of blacks and whites,

and many others, who did not chufe to take an aclive part,

publicly abjured the Congrefsj with all its aSis, and all con-

ventions and committees, whatever. It is probable that Lord
Dunmore now hoped, that the facility and good difpofition

which he experienced here, would have been fo general, as

to enable him to raife a confiderable armed force, and thus,

perhaps, without any foreign afiifiance, to have the glory of
reducing one part of the province by the means of the ot'ier.

Thispleafing hope was interrupted by intelligence, that a A5^cn
party of the rebels were marching towards them with great near the
expedi;:ion. " To obftrufit theirdefigns, and prote^ the well- Great
affe(5l;ed, he took poffeffion of a poll: called the Great-Bridee, Bridge,

w'hich lay at fome miles diftance from Norfolk, and Vv^as a
pafs of great confequence, being the only way by which they
could approach to that town. Here he con[lru8:ed a fort on
thcNortolk fide of the bridge, which he furniilied well with
artillery, and rendered as defenfible as the time would admit.

Notwithdanding the loyalty of the people in this quarter,

which included two fmall counties, it does not appear that

his force was at all confiderable, either as to the number or

quality ; he had indeed 200 regulars, including the grenadi-

ers of the 14th regiment, and a body called the Norfolk vo-
lunteers ; the reft wasa motley mixture of blacks and whites.

The enemy, under the command of a Colonel Woodford,
fortifieJ
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fortified themfelves alfo, within lefs than cannon (hot of our

people ; they had a narrow caufeway in their front, which

muii be paiied to come at their works, fo that both parties

feemed pretty well iecured from furprize.

In this ftate they continued quiet on both fides for fome

days, until at length a defign was formed, for furprizing the

enemy in their entrenchments. This was undertaken before

daylight. Capt. Fordyce, at the head of his grenadiers, a-

Dec. Qth mounting to about 60, led the attack. They boldly pafTed

the caufeway, and marched up to the entrenchments with

fixed bayonets, and with a coolnefs and intrepidity, which
firfl excited the aftonifhment, and afterwards the prai-fe of

their enemies ; for they were not only expofed naked to the

fire in front, but enfiladed by another part of the works.

The brave Captain, with feveral of his men, fell ; the Lieu-

tenant, with others, were taken, and all the furvivors of the

grenadier company, whether prifoners or not, were wound-

ed.

The fire of the artillery from the fort, enabled our people

to retire without purluit, as well as to carry off many of their

dead and wounded. It will excite no great furprize, that

the flaves in this engagement, did more prejudice to our own
people, than to the enemy. It has been faid, that we were

led into this unfortunate affair, through the defigned falfe in-

telligence of a pretended deferter, who was tutored for the

purpofe : however that may be, it was grievous, that fuch

uncommon bravery fhould be fquandered to no purpofe. Capt.

Fordyce was interred with every military honour by the vic-

tors, who iliewed due refpe£l to his former merit, as well as

the gallantry which fignalized his lad moments. The tng-
lifh prifoners were treated with great kindnefs ; the Ameri-
cans who had joined the king's ftandard, with equal rigour.

In this engagement we are faid to have had 129 killed, 175
wounded, and 40 of our men made prifoners.

Lord Dunmoi e with the remainder of his forces retired

.
P^' from the port: at the Great-Bridge the enfuing night, without

•^ ' * any other lofs than a few pieces of cannon, and fome triflinej
lues On .

' '

. • •

V J itores which they left behind ; and as all hopes in this quarter

were now at an end, he therefore thought it neceffary to a-

bandon the town and neighbourhood of Norfolk, and retired

again v/ith his people en board the fhips, which were confi-

derably increafed in number, by thofe which he found in that

port. Many of the well-affe£led, or Tories, (which was the

appellation now given to them throughout America) thought

it prudent, with their families, to feek the fame afylum,

whither
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wh ther they alfo carried the mod portable and valuable of
their eflFeQ:s. Thus his LordOiip formed a confiderable fleet,

wiih rel'ped: to the number of veffels and tonnage, and thefe

were alfo crouded with people ; but the {hips were without

force, and contained mouths without hands fit to navigate

them The rebels took poflefTion of Norfolk, and the fleet

moved to a greater diftance.

During thefe tranfadions, a fcheme had been in agitation. Scheme
for raifmg a confiderable force at (he back of the colonies, par- for rai-

ticularly in Virginia and the Carolinas, where it was known fing the

there were many well-atFe£ted to the King's government ; it Indians

was hoped that fome of the Indian nations might be induced ^"^ Back

to become parties in this defign ; and that thus united, they Settlers,

not only would make fuch a diverfion, as mufl: greatly alarm
and diftrefs the rebels, but that they might penetrate fo far

towards the coafls, as to form a junction with Lord Dun-
more. One Connolly, a naiive of Penfylvania, an a6tive en-

terprizing man, who feemsto have been well calculated for

fuch an undertaking, was the framer of this defign ; and his

proje6t being approved of by Lord Dunmorc: he with great

difficulty and danger carried on a negociation with the Ohio
Indians, and his friends among the back fettlers, upon the fub-

je6t. This having lucceeded to his fatisfa6tion, he returned

to Lord Dunmore, who fent him with the neceffary creden-*

tials to Bofl:on, v.^here he received a commifllon from General

Gage, to a6t as colonel commandant, with aflurances of fup-

port and afliftance, at the time and in the manner appointed.

It was intended, that the garnfon which we had at Detroit,

and fome other of the remote back forts, with their artillery

and ammunition, fhould be fubfervient to this defign, and

the adventurer expe6led to draw fome afllftance, at leaft, of

volunteers and officers, from the neareil parts of Canada.

He was to grant all commifTions to the officers, and to have

the fupreme direction in every thing of the new forces, and as

foon as they were in fufficient condition, he was to penetrate

through Virginia in fuch a manner, as to meet Lord Dun-
more, at a given time in the month of April, in the vicinity

of Alexandria, upon the river Potowmac, who was to bring

fuch a naval force, and other afllflance, as was deemed ne-

ceflTary for the purpofe. It was alfo apart, and not the leaft

comprehenfive of this plan, to cut off the communication be- Connolly

tween the northern and fouthern colonies. taken

Thus far, affairs feemed to look well with our adventurer; pnf)ner,

but on his road through Maryland to the fcene of adion, ^^^ ^he

and when he v/as fo lar advanced that the worft feemed near- ^^heme

j^ , jy frultra t'd
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1}^ over, the vigilance, or fufpicious temper of one of the

committees, unfortunately fruftrated all his hopes. Being

taken up on fufpicion, with two of his aflbciates who travel-

led along with him, his papers betrayed every thing ; among
thefe was the general icheme of the defign, a letter from L.

Dunmore to one of the Indian chiefs, with fuch other authen-

tic vouchers, as left nothing to be doubted The papers

were publiflied by the Congrefs, and the undertakers lent to

prifon.

As it does not appear that the loyalifts were very lenient to

thofe who diflPered with them in political opinions, during the

Ihort time of their fuperiority in the country adjoining to

Norfolk, fo now, upon the turn of affairs, the obtaining a

plaufible ihew of juftice, under the colour of retaliation, af-

forded fuch a favourable opportunity for the practice of feve-

rity, and the gratification of private pique, and natural ma-
lignity, on the other fide, as is never known to be neglefited

by any party in fimilar circumftances. For though many
had taken ilielter on board the {hips, a much greater number
remained behind, fome being willing to hazard fome danger,

rather than abandon their property ; oihers hoping that their

conduct, from its moderation, would bear enquiry ; and the

majority, from their having no profpeO: of fubfiftence if they

quitted home, and an expe6lation that their obfcurity would
fave them from notice. To conclude, fuch charges of op-

preffion, injuftice, and cruelty, were made on both fides,

as are ufually done in fuch cafes.

L Dun- ^" ^^^^ mean time, the people in the fleet were did re(Ted

more re- ^®^ provifions and neceffaries of every fort, and were cut off

duces to from every kind of fuccour from the fhore. Thisoccafioned

allies the conftant bickering between the armed fliips and boats, and

town of the forces that were flationed on the coaft, particularly at

Norfolk. Norfolk. At length, upon the arrival of the Liverpool man
of war from England, a flag was fent on fhore, to put the

queflion, whether they v/ould fupply his Majesty's (hips with

provifions, which being anfwered in the negative, and the

fliips in the harbour being continually annoyed by the fire of
the rebels, from that part of the town which lay nex^t the

water, it was determined to diflodge them by deftroying it.

Previous notice being accordingly given to the inhabitants,

that they might remove from the danger, the firft day of
the new year was fignalized by the attack, when a violent^

cannonade, from the Liverpool irigate, two floops of war,
and the Governor's armed fhip the Dunmore, feconded by
parties of the failors and marines, who landed and fet fire

to
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to the nearefl: houfes, footi produced the defired effe6:, and

the whole town was reduced to afnes.

It appears from a gazette publifhed in the Governor's

Ihip, (who had removed the printing prels and -materials thi-

ther from Norfolk) that it was oryly intended to deflroy that

part of the town which was next the water ; but that the

rebels compleated the deflru^iion, by letting fire to the back
and remote flreets, which, as the wind was in their favour,

v/ould have otherwife been fafe from the fury of the flames.

ft is not, however, eafy to prescribe limits to the pro refs of

a fire in fuch, or indeed in any circum (lances. A few of

thofe who landed, as well as of the rebels, were killed and

wounded.

Such was tfie fate of the unfortunate town of Norfolk,

the mofi corrfiderable for commerce in the colony, and fo

growing and flourilliing before thefe unhappy troubles, that

in the two ye<irs from i 773 to 1775, the rents of the houles

increafed from 8,000 to 10,000 pounds a year. The whole

lofs is eftimated at above 300 ooul. However jufl the caufe,

or urgent the neceHity, uhich induced this mealure, it was

undoubtedly a gnevous and odious ta(k to a governor, to be

"himfelf a printripal a6lor, in burning and deftroying the beft

town in his government The rebels, after this tran adic^n,

to cut oflF every refource <from he fliips, and partly perhaps

to punifh the Aveil-afFeded, burnt and deftioyed the houfes

and plaiUations within reach o^ the water., and obliged the

people to remove, with their cattle, provifions, and portable

effe^ls, farther into the country.

Nor was the'fituation of other governors in America, much ^
more dig-ble than that of i>ord Dunmore. In Snuth-Caro- -

^^" ?^'

lina. Lord William Campbell, having, as they faid, enter-
g p

ed into a negociation with the Indians, for coming in to the
li^^^

fuppor' of government in that province, and having alfo

fucceeded in cxcitmg a number of thofe back fett'ers, who
we have heretofore leen diflinguifhed in the Carolinas, under

the title of Regulators, toefpoufe the fame c^nfe, the dif-

cx)very of thefe meaures, b-- fore they were fufBciently ripe

for execution, occafioned fuch a ferment among the people,

that he thought it neceffary to retire from Charles-Town on
bf^ard a fhip of war in the river, from whence he returned

no mote to the feat of his government. In the me^ti time a

Mr. Drayton, who was Judje of the fapericr court, and
one of the mofl leading men in the colony, m.arclif d v/ith a

ftrong armed force to the back fetllements, where a 'reaty

"was concluded between him and the leaders of the Regula-

K 2 tors 1
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tors ; In which the differences between them were attributed

to nriifinformation, a mifunderftanding of each others views

and defigns, and a tendernefscf confcience on the fide of the

latter, which prevented their figningthe affociation, or pur-

fuing any meafures againft government ; but as they now en-

gaged, neither by word or aQ: to impede or contravene fuch

proceedings as fliould be adopted and purfued by the province

in general, nor to give any information, aid, or affiftance,

to fuch Britifh troops as fhould at any time arrive in it, fo

they were to be entirely free in their conduft otherwife, to

enjoy a fafe neutrality, and to fuffer no moleftation, for their

not taking an aftive part in the prefent troubles.

The government of the province was lodged in a council

of fafety confifting of 1 3 perfons, with the occafional aflift-

ance of a committee of ninety-nine. As they had intelli-

gence that an armament was preparing in England, which

was particularly intended againft it, no means were left un-

tried for its defence, in difciplining the forces, procuring arms

and gun-powder, and particularly in fortifying and fccuring

Charles-Town.

T a iac-
Similar meafures were purfued in North-Carolina, (with

tions in
^^^ difFerence that Governor Martin was more aftive and vi-

N. Caro- Serous in his proceedings) but was attended with as little fuc-

lina. ct(s. The Provincial Congrefs, Committee, and Gover-
nor were in a continued flate of the moft violent warfare.

Upon a number of charges, particularly of fomenting a civil

war, and exciting an infurre6tion among the negroes, he
was declared an enemy to America in general, and to that co-

lony in particular, and all perfons forbidden from holding any
communication with him. Thefe declarations he anfwered
with a proclamation of uncommon length, which the Pro-
vincial Congrefs refolved to be a falfe, fcandalous, fcurrilous,

malicious, and feditious libel, and ordered to be burnt by
the hands of the common hangman.

As the Governor expected by means of the back fettlers,

as well as of the Scotch inhabitants and highland emigrants,

who were numerous in the province, to be able to raife a

confiderable force, he took pains to fortify and arm his palace

at Newbern, that it might anfwer the double purpofe of a

garrifon and magazine. Before this could be effected, the

moving of fome cannon excited fuch a commotion among
the people, that he found it neceffary to abandon the palace,

and retire on board a floop of war in Cape Fear river. The
people upon this occafion, difcovered powder, fhot, ball,

and various military flores and implements, which had been

buried
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buried in the palace garden and yard ; this ferved to inflame

them exceedingly, every man confidering it as if it had been

a plot againfl: himfelf in paiticular.

In other rerpe6ls, the province had followed the example

of their neighbours in South-Carolina, by eftablifhing a

council and committees of fafety, with other fubftitutes for

a regular and permanent government. They alib purfued

the fame methods of providing for defence, of raifing, arm-
ing and fupporting forces, and of training the militia, and

Ihewed equal vigour and eagernefs in all their proceedings.

The Provincial Congrefs publifhed an addrefs to the inhabi-

tants of the Britilh empire, of the fame nature with thofe

we have formerly feen to the people of Great-Britain and

Ireland, containing the fame profeffions of loyalty and af-

fefiion, and declaring the fame earned defire of a reconci-

liation.

General Gage having returned in the beginning of O6l:o- General

ber, to England, the command in chief of the aimy at Bof- Gage re-

ton, devolved upon General Howe, who foon after iflued a ^"''"^ ^°

proclamation, by which, fuch of the inhabitants as attempt- ^"S'^"^>

ed to quit the town without licence, were condemned to mi- ^^, ,'

iitary execution, if dete6ted and taken, and if they efcaped,

to be proceeded againfl: as traitors, by the forfeiture of ^heir^^^^^^
^

effeds. By another, fuch as obtained permiffion to quit theQ
/^^^^J^

town, were reftrained by fevere penalties, from carrying

more than a fmall fpecified fum of money with them. He
alfo enjoined the figning and entering into an affociation, by
which the remaining inhabitants offered their perfons for the

defence of the town, and fuch of them as he approved of,

were to be armed, formed into companies, and inftruQied in

military exercifes and difcipline, the remainder being oblig-

ed to pay their quotas in money, towards the common de-
fence.

As the limited term, for which the foldiers in the army be-Conti-

fore Bofton had enliiled, was nearly expired, a committee nental

from the General Congrefs, confiding of feveral of its mod ^^""^7 ^^"

rerpe<5table members, were fent theither, to take the necef- "^^^^
fary meafures, in conjunQ:ion with General Wafliington, for y^r^^
keeping it from didDanding. This, however, does not feem

to have been a work of any great difficulty, the whole ^rmy
^^^.^^

having re-enlided for a year certain to come. Of all thedif-

ficulties which the Americans met, in their attempts towards

the edablifhment of a military force, nothing affeded them
fo grievoudy, or was found fo hard to be remedied, as the

want of gunpowder. For tho' they ufed the utmod: diligence

ia
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In the coUeOing ard preparing of nitre, and in all he c\\\t^

pirrs of thtr manufa6turc ; the re ource from their ind' ftry

muft necejiarily be (low, and with regard to any confi.ie Ta-

ble ciFeQ diftant. Nor had they yer opened that comnmerce,

nor entered into thofe meafures with foreign ftates, which
baVc fince procured them a funply of miU»ary articles. In-

deed the Icarcity ol powder was fo great, that it is iaid the

troops at '-^unker'; Hill, hyd not a fmele charge left at the end

of that fhort engagement : apd it is alfo laid, that the weak-
nefs of the army before Borton in that reipeO:, was at one

time fo great, that nothing but our ignorance of the circum-

Oance, couid have faved them from being difperfed and ruin-

ed, rbey, however, left nothing undone to tupply this de-

feat, and among many temporary expedients, had contrived

to purchaie, without notice or fufpicion, all the powder on

the coaft of Alricaj and plurdcred the magrazine in the ifland

of Bermuda, of above lOO barrels, v/hich was rairiedofF

(as it was pretended) without the knowledge of the inhabi-

tants.

061. 1 8th In the courfe of the depredation, threat, and hoilihty,

whch crntmually occurred on the lea coalls, the town of
Falmouth

Jm alipouth, in the northern part of the proxince oi Maffachu-
cannon-

j^tt's Bay, was doomed to exoerience a ^-jare of thofe cala-
*^ ^^

'
"^ mities, whch were afte; wards dilpenfed in a greater degree

^ a ,
} to Norfolk in Virginia, (already taken notice of in the tranf-

•^ * a<£iions of that c< lony). Some particular viclence or mifbe-

haVirur, relative to the loading of a maft thip, drew the in-

dignation of the Admiral upon this place, and occafioned an

order ^cr its deflrudticn. The ofHcer who commanded the

fhips upon this occanon, gave two hours previr^us nofice to the

inhabitants to provide for their fafc ty, and this time was fur-

ther enlarp:ed till the next morning, under the cover of a ne-

goclaticn for delivering up the i artillery and fmall arms, at

the prceof faving the town. This, however, they at length

refu'ed to comply with ; but had made ufe of the interme-

diate time in removing fo many of their eftefts as they could

procure carriages for, or as the darknefs and confufion of the

night would admit of.

About 9 o'clock in the morninsf, a cannonade was begun,

and continued with little intermiffion thrrugh the day. A-
bovc 3000 fhot, b( fides bomb^ and carcafTes, were thrown

into the town, and the failnrs landed to compleat the deflruc-

tion, btit were repulfed with xhe !ofs of a few men. The
princ pal part of the town, (whi^h lay next t!ie water) con-

fiding of about IJ4 dwelling houfesj 278 (lore and ware-.

houfes.
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houfes, with a large new church, a new handfome court-

boufe, the old town-houfe, with the public library, were
reduced to afhes ; about loo of the worfl: houfes, being fa-

voured by the fituation and diflance, efcaped deftru6tion,

though not without damage. Though the fettlements in this

quarter were new, being nnoftly edabliihed fince the laft war,
this fmall town was amazingly thriving, being fituate on a

fine harbour, and having a very confiderable trade, fo that

it was computed to contain about 600 families, though little

more than one-third of that number of dwelling-houfes.

The deftru6:ion which fell upon Falmouth, probably acce-Nov. 1 3.

lerated in the Aflembly of Maffachufett's Bay, the daring

meafure (under the pretence of protecting their coafts) of ~J^^
pafiing an a 61,

—

for granting letters of marque and reprifal,

and the eflahlijhment of courts of admiralty^ for the trial and
fetters of

condemnation of Britijh fiips.—In this law they declared an In- marque
tention, of only defending the coafts and navigation of Ame- and re-

rica, extending the power of capture only to fuch fhips as prifal.

(liould be employed in bringing fupplies to the armies employ-
ed again ft them.

In the courfe of the fummer, Articles of Confederation Articles
and Perpetual Union, between the feverai colonies which of confe-
were akeady affociated, with liberty of admiflion to thofe of deration

Quebec, St. John's, Nova-Scotia, the two Floridas, and propofed

Bermudas, containing rules for their general government In by the

peace and war, both with refpeCl to foreigners and each o- Continent

ther, were drawn up by the General Congrefs, and by them ^"'*'^''^-

tranfmitted to the different colonies, for the infpeftion and^'^^'
confideration of their refpeC^ive affemblies. * As thefe Ar-
ticles of Confederation, &rc. were the only out-lines by which
the general movements and operations of the different colo-

nies in future were regulated, and as they may ferve in a great

meafure to fhew the general fenfe and fpirit of thefe times, we
fhall be excufed in giving them verbatim to the reader.

The

* Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union entered into by the

Delegates of the fe'veral Colonies of New-Hampfliire, Mafta-
chufett's-Bay, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. in

General Congrefs, z«<?/ <2/ Philadelphia, Mzy 20th, 1775.

ARTICLE I.

THE name of the Confederacy ftiall henceforth be, fbe Unltei
Colonies of N^rtb-America,

111
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The people, however, were rot ^ et lufficiemly irritated*

nor thei affections an' prejudices fufficcnily broken, to ac-

cede o a Confederacy, wh ch though conditionally framed

and wrrded. yer led to a total feparation from the mother
country. For tho' they look up arms and oppofed govern-

ment, flili, it was in general, under the hope of obtaining

thereby

II. The Unitec^ Colonies hereby feverally enter into a firm league

of iriendfliip with each other, binding on thcmfelves and their

pofteritv, lor their coiiuiion defence againft their enemies, for the

fecurity of their liberties and properties, the fafety of their perfons

and *aiiiilics, and their mutual and general welfare

III That each colony fhall eiijoy and retain as much as it may
think fit of lis own prefent laws, cuftoms, rights, privileges and
peculiar jurifiiftions, within its own limits j and may amend its

own conilicution, as fhall feem beft to its own afTembly or con-
vention.

iV. That for the more convenient management of general Inter-

efts, delegates fliall be eleded annually, in each colopy» to meet
in General Congrefs, at fuch time and place as jliall be agreed on
in the next precf-ding C^ngrefs. Only where particular circum-
flances do not make a deviation necciTary, it is underftood to be a
rule, that each fucceeding Congrefsis to be held in a different co-

lony, till the whole number be gone through, and fo in pc-rpetual

rotation ; and that accordingly, the next Congrefs after the pre-

fent {\\z\\ be held at Annapolis, in Maryland,

V. That the p wer and duty of the Congrefs Ihall extend to

the d'i;termiping on war and pt-ace, the entering into alliances,

the reconciliation with Grsat-Brirain, the fettling all difputes

between colony and colony, if any fh juld arife, and the planting

new colonies where proper. The Congrefs iliall alfo make fuch

general ordinances thought LecelTary to the general welfare, of
which particular affemblies cannot be competent, 'vrz. thofe that

inay relate to our general commerce or general currency, to the

eftablifhment of poils, the regulation of our common forces; the

Congrefs fliall alfo hav^ the appointment of all officers civil and
military, appertaining to the general confederacy, fuch as general

treafurer, fecretary, &c. &c.

VI All charges of war, and all other general expences to be in-

curred for the common welfare, iKall be defrayed out of a com-
iDon ticafury, which is to be fupplied by each colony, in propor-

tion to its number of male polls between i6 and 60 years of age ;

the taxes f r paying that pioportion are to be laid and levied by
the laws of each colony.

VII. The number .f delegates to be ele6led, and fent to the

Congrefs by each colony, Ihall be regulated, from time to time,
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thereby a redrefs of grievances ; and tha» being the nearer 1775.

and m re agreeable obje£t, they would not willingly look to i^-v*-^

any thing turther, efpecially to one (o dreadtul as a total

Reparation. It required a longer time in the contemplation of

real

by the number of fuch polls returned ; Co as that one delegate be

allowed for every 5000 polls And the delegates are to bring with

them to every Congrefs an authenticated return of tne number
of polls in the refpeftive colonies, which is to be taken tor the

purpofes above-mentioned.

VIII. At every meeting of the Congrefs, one half of the mem-
bers returned, exclufive of proxies, fliall be neceiTary to make a

quorum j and each delegate at the Congrefs fliall have a vote in all

cafes; and if necefTarily abfent, fliall be allowed to appoint any
other delegate from the fame colony to be his proxy, who may
vote for him.

IX. An executive council fliall hz appointed by the Congrefs

out of their own body, confifting of i 2 perfons, of whom in the

firft appointment, one- third, inz. four fliall be for i year, four for z
years, and four for three years ; as the faid terms expire, the

vacancies fhall be filled up by appointments for three years, where-
by one-third of t' e members wiil be chofen annually ; and each

perfon v/ho has fcrved the fame term of three years as counfcllor,

jViallhave a refpite of three years, before he can be eleded again.

This Council, of whom two-thirds fhall be a quorum, in the receis

of the Corgrefs, h to execute what fhnll have been enjoined there-

by ; to manage the General Continental bufinefs and interefts ; to

receive applications from foreign countries j to prepare matters

for theconfideration of the Congrefs, to fill up, pro tempore, con-
tinental offices, that tall vacant ', and to draw on the general trea-

furer for fuch monies as may be necelTaryfor general fervices, and
appropria;ed by the Congrefs to fuch fervices.

X. No colony fliall engage in any ofFenfive war with any nation

of Indians, without the confent of the Congrefs or great council

abovementioned, w^ho are hrft to confider the juftice and neceffity

of fuch war.

XI. A perpetual alliance, offenfive and defenfive, is to be en-
tered into, as foon as may be, with the Six Nations ; their limits

afcertained, and to be fecured to them j their lands not to be en-

croached on, nor any private or colony purchafe to be made of
them hereafter to be held good, nor any contract for lands to be
made, but between the great council of the Indians at Onondega
and the General Congrefs. The boundaries and lands of all the
other Indians fhall alfo be afcertained and fecured to them in the
fame manner; and perfons appointed to refide among them in

proper diftridFj who iKall take care to prevent injuftice in the

trad?
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real or fuppofed injuries, and in fpec*ulatlons upon future,

together with freih and conftant fources of irritation, to ar-

rive at that habit of vexation and hatred, which was necef-

fary to break ties of fo long a {landing, and to famiharize fo

new an idea.

Commer- ^ relbiution was alTo paiTcd by the Congrtfs at the ap-

cial refo- pearance of autumn, that as America was blefled with a

lution, mcil pientitul h^rvefl:, ard (hould have a great fuperfluity to

fufpend- fpare for other nations, fo if the late reftraining laws were

ing in not repealed, within fix months from the 20th of July, oa
certain which they commenced, the cuftom-houfes Ihould be every
cafes the where fhut up, and their ports from thenceforth be open to
prohibi- every ftate in Europe, (which would admit and prote6l their
tion with

refpe^ to III- ut^iu-.-u^.^.^ i .,. II rri

tion and *^^^^ '^\\*i\ them ; and be enabled at our general expence, by oc-

imoorta- ^^^O"^^! finall fupplies, to relieve their perfonal wauisatid dil-lref-

tion
^^^ * ^'^^ ^^^ purciiafes from tbern Ihal! be by the Congrefs, for

the general advantage and benefit of the Uni'ed Colonies.

XII- As all new inftitutlons may have imperfeff'^ns, which

orly time and experience can difcover, it is agreed tha'' the Ge-
neral Congrefs, from time to time, fhall propofe fuch amend-

jmentsof this conflitution as may be found neceli^ry. which being

approv'd by a majority of the aifemblies, fliall be equally bind-

ing vviih the reft of the articles of this Confederation.

XIII. Any and every colony from Great-Britain upon the con-

tinent of North America, not at orefent engaged in any aflociation,

may, upon application, and joining the faid afTociatiun, be re-

ceived into the confederation, 'viz,. Quebec, St. John's, Nova-

Scotia, Bermudas, and the Eaft and Weft Floridas, and iliall

thereupon be entitled to all the advantages of our union, mutual

a^iftance, and commerce.
Thefe anicles fliall be pr-^pofed to the feveral provincial con-

ventions or aifemblies, to be by them confidered ; and, if ap-

proved, they are advifed to empower their delegates to agree and

rafifj the fame in the enfuing Congrefs \ after which the union

thereby eftablifhed is to continue firm, till tae terms of reconcili-

anon propofed in the petition of the I 'ft Congrefs to the King are

agre.'d lo ; till the a6ls, fince made, reftraining the American

commerce and fiflieries, are repealed ; till reparation is made for

the injury done to Bofton by fhutting up its port ; for burning

Charles-town ; and for the expence of this unjiift uar ; and till

all the Britifh troops are withdrawn from America. On the arrival

of thefe events, the colonies are to return to their former con-

peOions and friendHiip with Great Britain i but on failure thereof,

this Contederat ion is to be perpetual,

commerce)
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commerce) free of all duties, and tor every kmd of com- 1775.
modity, excepting, only, teas, and the meichardize ot v-^—v'-o

Grtrat-Briiain, ad her dependencies. And the more to en-

courage foreigners 'o engage in trade with them they pal-

fed a refulation, that ihcy would, to the utmofl ot- their

power, "namtaip and Uipporr fuch freedom of commerce for

two years certain aiier its commenctment, notwithftanding

any recn^iliation wtih Gieat-butain, and as much K-ny^er

as rhe pee'ent obnoxious ia'.vs fiiou d continue. They
aho, imined'atcly, (ulfiended tiie non-imfortation agreement,

in favour ot all Ihipsthat fliould bring gunpowder, nitre, fui-

phur,goovi ii.ufketvS futed with hayoneis, or brafs field pieces,

luch lhii>fc being to be loaded in return vvi:h the value of their

cargoe-. At this fitting of the General Congreis, they like-
pg^jj-Joji

wife fent out a fecond pet.ton* to the King, which was deli- jq ^j^g

vereil to Loril Dartmoih, by Governor Ptnn, and to whuh KING.
hiS Lordfliip faid,— ** No anjiver would be given,''^ As it may ^ ^

perhaps

* To the K I N G's mojl Excellent Majefy.

Mojl gracious Savereis^n^

WE vour Maj' fty's faithful fub)e(5fsof the colonies oi Ne^w Hamp'
P?irey Majfachujett s- B 'y , Rhode-lJlunJ, and Pro^'u'.ence Plantations^

Conneflicuty N-'iv Tork, Ne-w-'Jerfey, Pennjylvania, the counties of

Neiv-Cajlle, Kent and SuJJex in Dzlaivare^ Maryland^ Virginia,

t^'orth iiud South Carolina, in behalf of ourfelves and x'h^ inhabitants

ol thef^i colonies, who have deputed us to reprefent them in Ge-
neral Congrefs, entreat your Majefty's gracious attention to this

our humble petiiion.

T-.eunion between our mother-country and thefe colonies, and
the energy cf mild and juft g'^vernment, produced benefits fo re-^

niarkably important, and afforded fuch alTarance of their perma-
nency and increafe, that the wonder and envy of other nations

were excited, while they btheld Gieat-Biltain riling to a power
the moft extraordinary the wo.ld had ever known. He; rivals

obferving that there was \q probability of this happy conne6tioa

being br ken by civil diflentions, and apprehending its future ef-

fe<5ls, if letr a'^y longer undifturbed, refolved to prevent her re-

ceiving fo continual and formidable an acceflion of wealth and
flrength, by checking the growth of thefefettlements, from which
they were to be derived.

In the profecution of this attempt, events f^ unfavourable to the

defign took place, that every frl nd to the intereff of Great-Bri-

uin &nd thef*^ colonies, entertained pleafmg and reafonable

expec-
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1775. perhaps hereafter be a matter of doubt, when the war and its

*—v*-' confequerxes are much better remembered, than the clrcum-

Aances

cxpedations of feeing an additional force and extenfion immediate-

ly given to the operations of the union hitherto experienced, Uy
an enlargement of the crown, and the removal of ancient and war-
like eneinies to a greater diliance.

At the concluHon, therefore, of the late war, the moft glorious

snd advantageous that ever had been carried on by Britifli arms,

your loyal colonies, having contributed to its fuccefs by fuch re-

peated and ftrenuous exertions as frequently procured them the

<jiilir!giiinied approbation of your xMajelly, ot the late king, and

of parliament, doubted not but tha^ they ihould be permitted,

with the red of >he empire, to rtiarein the bleilings of peace, and

the emoluments of victory and conqueft. While thefe recent and

honourable acknowledgments of their merits remained on record

in the journals and acts of that augull legiflature, the parliament,

imdefaced by the imputation, or ev^n the fufpicion of any offence,

thev vi^ere alarnried by a neiv fyfiem of Jiatutes and regulations, a-

ciopted for the aduiinidration of the colonies, that tilled their

minds with the moft painful fears and jealoufies ; and, to their

inexpreilible aflonillim.ent, perceived the dangers of a foreign

quarrel quickly fucceeded by domeftic dangers, in their judgment

cf a more dreadful kind.

Nor were their anxieties alleviated by any tendency In this (y(-

tem to promote the welfare of the mother-country : for though its

elfefts were more immediately felt by them, yet its influence ap-

peared to be injurious to the commerce and profperity ot Great-
* Britain

We fliall decline the ungrateful talk of defcrlblng the irkfome

Tariety of artifices praftifed by many of your Majefty's minifters,

the delufive pretences, fruitlefs terrors, and unavailing feverities,

which have from time to time been dealt out by them in their at-

tempts to execute this impolitic plan, or of tracing through a fe-

ries of years paft the progrefi of the unhappy differences between

Great-Britain and thefe colonies, which have flowed from this

fatal fource. Your Majefty's minifters perfevering in their mea-

fures, and proceeding to open hoftilities for enforcing them, have

compelled us to arm in ourcun defence, and have engaged us in

a controverfy fo peculiarly abhorrent from the affed;ons of your

iliil faithful colonifts, that when we confider whom we muft op-

pofe in thisconteft, and if it continues, what may be the confe-

quence f our own particular mislortunes are accounted by us only

as parts of our diftrefs.

Knowing to what violent refentments and incurable animofities

civil difcords arc apt to exafperate and inflame the contending par-

ties, we think curfelves required by indilpenfabls obligations to

Almighty
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ftances that preceded, or the caiifes that led to it, whether 1775.
it was poffible that iuch fentiments could really prevail with >—v^»J

eiher

Almighty God, to your IVIajefty, to our fellow-fuhjefls, and our-

felves, immediately to ufe all the means in our power, not incom-
patible with our fafety, for (topping the further efFufion of blood,

and for averring the impendingcalamities that threaten the Bntiili

empire. Thus called upon to addrefs your Majeity on atfairs of
fuch moment to America, and probably to all your dominions,

we are earneftly defirous of performing this office with the utmoil

deference to your Majefty ; and we therefore pray that your roy-

al magnanimity and benevolence may make the moft favourable

conftruftions of our expreffionson fo uncommon an occafion.

Could we reprefent, in their full force, the fentiments which
agitate the minds of us, your dutiful fubjeds, we are perfuaded
your Majefty would aicribe any feeming deviation from reverence,

in our language, and even In our condud, not to any reprehenli-

ble intention, but to the impoffibility of reconciling the ufual ap-
pearances of refpe6l with a juft attention to our prefervation a-

gainft thofe artful and cruel enemies, who abufe your royal confi-

dence and authority for thepurpofeof efFedtIng our deilrudion.

Attached to your Majefty's perfon, family and gov^rnnient,

with all the devotion that principle and affedion can infpire, con-
neded with Great-Britain by the ftrongeft ties that can unite fo-

cieiies, and deploring every event that tends in any degree to wea-
ken them, wefolemnly alTure your Majefty that we not only moll
ardently dejire the fornier harmony hel'ween her and tbefe colonies

may be reftored, but that a concord may be eJiabliJhedhQlvfQQ.n.

them upon fo firm a bafis as to perpetuate its bleffings uninterrupted

by any future diffentions to fucceeding generations in both coun-

tries J to tranfmit your Majefty's nam.e to pofteri y, adorned with
that lignal and laftirg glory that has attended the memory of thofe
jlluftrious perfonages, whofe virtues and abilities have extricated

ftates from dangerous convulfions, and by fecurirg happinefs to o-

thers, have eretted the mofl; noble and durable monuments to their

own fame.

W,e beg leave further to afTure your Majefty, that notv/ithftand-

ing the fufferings of your loyal colonifts, during the courfe of the

prefentcontroverfy, our breafts retain too tender a regard for the

kingdom from which we derive our origin, to reqneft fuch a re-

conciliation, as might in any manner be inconfiftent with herdig^

fiity or ivelfare. Thefe, related as we are to her, honour and du-
ty, as well as inclination, induce us to fupport and advance; and
the apprehenfions that now opprefs our hearts with unfpeakable

grief being once removed, your Majefty will find your faithful

fubjeCls, on this continent, ready and willing, at all limes, as

they
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either of the parties, at the time fo unnatural, and fo unhap-

py a conteft took place between them ; and as the particular

drift of this Petition, (di{lin6l from its great and genet al object

cf a reftcration of harmony and peace,) will, we apprehend,

be more fully underftood by their own fentiments and drefs

of language, than any comment of ours thereon, we have
therefore in the notes given it in full, in their own cloath-

ing, with ail the fignatures annexed thereto ; being perfua-

ded, that whatever were the inward intentions of the parties,

the language was conciliatory, and the requeft not immode-
rate. The Americans are laid to have laid great ftrefa upon
the fuccefs of this final application to the Throne, (which they

termed their Olive Brunch) and are faid to have relaxed their

operations confiderably upon that idea, until they heard th^?

event.

Dec 6th. Towards the clofe of the year, the General Congrefs pub-

Declara- hflied a declaration in anfwer to the royal proclamation for

tion in fupprefTing rebellion and fedition, which wa=; ilTued at St.

anf. to James's on the 23d of Auguft. In this piece they combated
the Roy- and
al pro-

clamati-
--------------------------------------—---—-------------^^

^^^ ^ ^^^y ^^^^ ever been, with their lives and fortunes, to afTert and
3a Aug.

jjjaintain the rights and interelb of your Majefty and of our mo-
ther-country.

We therefore befeech your Majefty, that your royal authority

and influence may be gracioufly interpofed, to procure us relief

from our affliding fears and jealoufies, occafioned by the {y^Qvn.

before mentioned, and to fettle peace through every part of your
dominions -, wit' all humility fubmitting to your iViajeftvs wife

confideration, whether it my not be expedient, for facilirating

thefe important purpofes, that your Majefty be pleafed to dired

JQjne mode by which the united application? of your faithful colo-

nifts to the throne, in purfuance ot their common councils, may
be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation j and that

in the mean time meafures be taken for preventing the further de-

ilrudtion of the lives of your Majefty's fubjc<5ls, and that fuchfta^^

tutes as more immediately diftrefs any of your Majefty's colonies

be repealed. For by fuch arrangements, as your Majefty's wifdom

can firm, for colle6ling the united fenle of your 'Vmerican people,

we are convinced your Majefty would receive fuch fatisfadlory

proofs of the difpofition of the colonifts tov/ards their Sovereign

and the parent ftate, that the wiihed-for oppor»unity would foon

be reftorcd to them, of evincing the fmcerity of their profeffions,

by every teflimony of devotion becoming the moft dutiful fubje^tf-,

and the moft affectionate colonifts.

That
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and denied the charges of forgetting their allegiance, of 177$.
treafon, and rebi.Uicn, and took particular notice of the ^-»->r*-'

dangerous tendency, and indilcrlminate nature of a clatife,

prohibiting under the fevereft penalties, the carrying on of
'

any correfpondence from England, with any peribns in re-

bellion, or the aiding or abetting of fuch. But not content

with critical obfervations, they conclude with a declaration

in the name of the people of the United Colonies, 'i hat

whatever punifhment fhall be irTfliQ:ed upon any perfons in

the power of their enemies, for favouring, aiding, or abet-

ting, the caufe of American liberty, fhould be retaliated in

the fame kind, and the fame degree, upon thofe in their

power, who have favoured, aided, or abetted, or ihould

favour, aid, or abet, the fyftem of minifterial opprefiion.

That your Majefly may enjoy a long and profperous reign, and
that your defcendants may govern thefe dominions, withhonoarto
themfelves and happinefs to their fubjefls, is our fincere and fer-
vent prayer.

JOHN HANDCOCK, Prefident,

Colonies of N. ( John Lar gdon. I fjohn Dictenfeo.
Hampjhire. i Tho. CuHiing. I Benj. Franklfa/

MafTachufett^
fSaniuel Adams. George Rofs.

RnJ \\o^^h<^2.ms. \Pennfyln)ama.\]2.m^s\N\\{xin,

L Treat Paine. Charles Wijfon.
Bay.

f Stephen Hopkins.

Rhode ljland.\ Samuel Ward.
l^Ehphant Dyar.

Cmmakut. I R^g^J Sherman.

I oilas Uean.

'W. Levingfton.

James Duane,

John Alfop.

Francis Lewis.
Na^ Tork. < John Jay.

R. Livingfton,yt/.

Lewis Morris.

Wm. Floyd.

^Henry Wifner,

r Wm. Liyingfton

New Jerfey, < John Debarts.

C Richard Smith.

Dela-ware fCsfar Rodney.

l.ueo. Read.

Car. Humphreys,*
^Edward BiddJe-

Mat, Tilghicaa.
Tho. JohnfojsjV.

Maryland. - ^ William Pace.
Samuel Cha^.
Thomas Stoae.
P. Henry, /»».
R Henry Lee.

Firginia, - ^ Edm. Ffndletoa.
Benj. HarnTosi,
Thorn. Jefferfen.

N. Carolim, ( Wm Hooper.

C Joleph lii^wes.

rH. Middletoa.

\ Thom. Lyncls,
S. Caroljm, %Chopr. GaeQeii.

/j. Rutiege

Edw. Rutlege,

Wt
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We fhall of ourfelves make no obfervations on the forego-

, _ ing petition, but will ciofe this chapter, (as well as the Ame-
DifFerent rican accounts for this year) with iome thoughts of the legi-

opinions flature thereon. I'hcfe who favoured ihe plan of pacify-
refpev5l- jpg ^y conccflion, loudly clamoured at the anfwer of Lord
i-^.g this Dartmouth, as calculated to drive the colonies to the laft ex-
petition.

tremities of independence and foreign connection ; for this

reception, they faid, of fo dutiful and decent an addrefs, a-

mounted to no lefs than a renunciation of their allegiance.—

•

On the other hand, the friends of the miniflry took it into a
different point of view. The petition, they allowed, had a
decent appearance. But did they formally admit the rights of
parliament ? -Were they not flill in arms ? and in that fituaii-

on could their fmcerity be relied on ? They faid, that they

only wanted to gain time by a negociation, until they had
formed their government, and eflablifhed their ftrength in

fuch a manner, as would render all future efforts for their re-

du6lion inefFeQ:ual. We had already gone far in the expences
of a war ; we fhould not now flop fhort ; but reap the bene-
fits to government, which always arife from unfuccefsful re-

bellion. And befides thefe great objects, of punifhing the ob-

noxious, and providing for our friends, to revit, without

leaving room for a future contefl, that unconditional fubmif-

fion upon the Americans, which no treaty or negcciation could

ever obtain. While on t]>e contrary, if amicable terms were
now entered into, all pur expence and preparation would be

thrown away ; we mufl fhrink from the propofals we had
made to foreign Princes for hirinsj their troops, which would
degrade us in their eyes, as our tamenefs in putting up with

the infclence of our own people, vvould in thofe of all Europe ;.

and all the buftle we had made would pafs over, without ha-

ving im.prefTed the colonies with a ^^x\{^ of cur dignity, or

Avith the terror of our power. Befides the nation was pre-

pared by the language of war for the event, and it was not

certain that vigorous meafures, W it fhould be found necefTary

to refume them, would be fo well received as they were in

the preftnt temper of the nation, whofe favourable difpofiti-

on was to be carefully cultivated, and em.ployed in the critical

moment.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

Affairs at Bopon continued (from pJge.g'^,) to the total etnhar-

cation of General Hovje''s army from that garrifon to Hali-

fax, From the blockade of^ehec, (p^g^ 1 12,) by Arnold,

to the entire recovery of all Canada, particularizing the re-

- taking of Montreal^ Chamblee^ St. Jobn^s, ^c. Continu-

ation (from p. 132J of affairs in Firginia, North and South

Carolinas. Some account of Sir Peter Parker''s fquadron.
Lord Cornvjallis and General Clinton's troops, luiib theif

attack on SullivarCs Ifand.

THE delays and misfortunes which the tranfports and ^77^»

viduallers from England and Ireland had experienced, January

reduced our forces at Bofton to great diftrefs. To their ^—v^*-j
diftrefs was added the mortification of feeing feveral veffels DiftrefTes
U'hich were laden with the necefTaries and comforts of hfe, ofthear-
taken in the very entrance of the harbour ; whilft different my at

circumftances of tide, wind, or fituaticn, difabled the fhips Bofton

of war from preventing the mifchief. The lofs of mcft of during

the coal fhips was particularly felt, as fuel could rot be pro- thewia°

cured, and the climate rendered that article indifpenfable. ^^'''

The wretched inhabitants were in a {late flijl more deplo-
rable. Detained againO: their will, cut off from all inter-

courfe with their friends, expofed to all the confequences of
that contempt and averfion with which a great part of them
were regarded by the foldiery, and at the fame time in want
cf almoft every neceffary of life. Calamitous however as

that fuuation was, it ferved as a fort of refuge to thofe who
were either zealous in favour of the King's government, or
fo diffatisfied with the new ffate of things, that they could
ro longer live with comfort, fome of them hardly with fafe-

ty, in their own homes.

It was even feared that the military {lores would fail, and
fait provifions at lafl grew fcarce. The troops at Bunker*s
Hill underwent great hard{hips, being obliged to lie in tents

all the winter, under the driving fnows, and expofed to the
aimoff intolerably cutting winds of the climate in that feafon,

L which
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which with the ftri^l and conftant duty occafioned by the

ftrength and vicinity of the enemy, rendered that fervice

exceedinsjly fevere both to the private men and officers.

Various attempts were made, to remedy or to lefien fome of

the wants which now prevailed in the army. That of firing,

which was the moft immediately and intolerably prefTing,

was in fome meafure relieved by the deflru£lion of houfes.

The attempts made to procure provifions were not attended

with any great fuccef?. Some veffels which were fent to

Barbadoes, obtained through the aififtance of the Governor,

and before the matter was fully known, a quantity fo mode-
rate that it would ndt at other times have been taken more
notice of than any comnfion occurrence in trade ; but being

now cut off from their ufual refources, and having as they

faid, a famine flaring them in the face, with 80,000 Blacks,

and 2d,GG0 Whites to feed, and no fufficient (lock in hand,

nor any certain fupply in profpe6l:, the meafure was deem.ed

fo dangerous, that it occafioned a dire6l addrefs from the

affembly to the king, including along with the detail of their

own melancholy fituation, ftrong complaints againft the

conduct of the Governor.

Sdvcn ; A detachment of marines, with an armed fhip and fome
cargoes, tranfports, were fent to Savannah in Georgia, with a view,

of provi- as it would feem by the event, of obtaining cargoes of rice

fionsde- and other provifions, whesher by force or otherwife. The
fignedly militia,: however, took to their arms, and would not permit
burnt by

jj^g marines to land, nor the fhips to hold any correlpond-

^.^P^°" ence with the (hore. In the courfe of the debate which
. p arofe upon this occafion, fome officers belonging to the Co-
'j lony were feiz.ed and detained on board the fhips, and their

releafe being refufed with a high hand, and other circum-

ftances of aggravation occurring on both filjes, fome batteries

were fpeedily creeled by the militia on the banks of the

river, and an engagement with cannon and fmall arms took

place, in which fome blood was fpilt, and feven loaded vef-

fels belonging to the Colony, which the commanders of the

King's armed vefiels, feemingly by collufion with the Cap-
tains or owners, had got pofTeffion of, and whofe cargoes

would effe£lually have anfwered their purpofe, were defign-

edly burnt in the ccnflici:.

In this ftate of things on our fide, the provincials before

Bofton were well covered and fupplied in their lines. They
expefted with the mofl: carnefl folicitude the fetting in of the

froft, which ufually takes place there about Chriftmas, and
generally covers the harbour, and all the adjoining rivers and

creeks.
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creeks, with a furface of folid ice. They founded great 1776.
hopes upon this, as upon a mod powerful auxiliary, by whofe v-

aid they did not only extend their views to the recovery of

the town, but to the feizure or deflruclion of the fleet, as

well as of the land forces.

In thefe they were difappointed. The wit:ter was uncom-
monly mild, and the frofl had none of the efFe<3:s they expell-

ed- The expe6l:ation, however, probably influenced their

operations, and occafioned their continuing more quiet than

they otherwife would have done. The arrival of a copy of

the King's fpeech,* with an account of the fate of the peti-

tion

* In the fpeech from the throne, at the opening of parliament, King's
0£t. 26th, 1775, After accounting for this early meeting by the fpeech.
fituation of America, heavy complaints were made of the mifrepre-

fentations of the leaders of fedition in the colonies, who having

firft infufed into ihe minds of the people, a fyftem of opinions re-

pugnant to their true cor.ftitutional fubordination, had at length

commenced hoftilities, and ufurped the whole powers of govern-
ment. His Majefty then entered into the difference of the views
of thofe leaders, and ef thofe of the crown and parliament, from
whence the former derived their prefent advantages. The view
of the latter was rather to undeceive, than punifh. Therefore
only fmall forces were fent, and propoiitions of a conciliatory na-

ture accompanied the meafures taken to enforce authority. The
former, whilft they endeavoured to deUide with fpecious profefli-

ons, had in view nothing but the edabliiliing of an independent

empire. That the confequences of rhe fuccefs of each plan were
too obvious. The fpirit of the Briiijli nation was too high, and
its refources too numerous, to fuffer her tamely to lofe what had
been acquired with fo great toil, nurfed with great tendernefs,

and protedled at much expence of blood and ireafure. That
wifdom, and in the end clemency, required a full exertion of thefe

refources. That the navy had been encreafed, and the land forces

greatly augmented. Foreign fuccours (though no treaty was then

concluded) were held out. The difpohtion of the Hanover troops

in Mahonand Gibraltar was fpecified. In the end, an aifurance

of the royal mercy was given, as foon as the deluded multitude

iliould become fenfible of their error, and to prevent the inconve-

niencies which might arife from the great diftance of their fituati-

on, and to remove as foon as pofllble the calamities which they

fuffer, authority would be given to certain perfons upon the fpot,

to grant general or particular pardons and indemnities, in fuch

manner, and to fuch perfons, as they fhouM think fit, and to

receive the fubmifhon of any p.-ovince or colony which fliould be

L % difpofed
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tlon from the Continental Congrefs* is faid to have excited

the greateft degree of rage and indignation amongft them

;

as a proof o( which the fornier was publickly burnt in the

EfFe6lsof ^^mp . and they are faid upon this occafion to have changed
the fore- ^^^-j. ^^^Iquj-s from a plain red ground, which they had hi-

g°*"g
therto ufed, to a flag with thirteen flripes, as a fymbol of the

fpeech.
j^yj^i^gj. ^^^ union of the Colonies.

In the mean time the arrival by degrees of feveral of

thofe ("catteied veffels which had failed from thefe kingdoms

with provifions and necefTaries, alleviated in a confiderable

degree the diftreffes of the forces at Bofton ; and though the

winter was not fevere enough to anfwer all the purpofes of

their enemies, the climate prevailed fo far as to render both

parties fond of their quarters ; to check the fpirit of enter-

prize, and to prevent the effufion of blood ; fo that for two

or three months, an unexampled quiet prevailed on both

fides.

During this {late of things, the American cruizers and
An ord-

privateers, though yet poor and contemptible, being for the

n^^^l"
' greater part no better than whale boats, grew daily more nu-

ihip eiz-
j^^^^yj.^ ^^^ fuccefsful againft the tranfports and ftore fhips ;

and among a multitude of other prizes, had the fortune of

takin^y one, which gave a new colour to their military ope-

rations. This was an ordnance (hip from Woolwich, which

had unfortunately feparated from her convoy, and being her-

felf of no force, was taken without defence by a fmall priva-

teer. This veffcl contained befides a large mortar upon a

new conftrudion, feveral pieces of fine brafs cannon, a large

quantity of fmall arms and ammunition, with all manner of

tools, utenfils, and machines, neceflary for camps and artil-

lery, in the greateft abundance. The lofs of this fliip was

much refented in England, and occafioned fome very fevere

animadverfion upon the Admiralty, both within doors and

without, for hazarding a cargo of fuch value and importance

In a defencelefs vcfiel.

difpofed to return to its allegiance. It was al fo obferved, that

it might be proper to authorife fuch conimiflioners, to reftore any

province or colony, returning to its allegiance, to the free exer-

cife of its trade and commerce, and to the fame prote6lion and fe-

curity as if it had never revolted. ^At the conclufion they were

informed, that from alTurances received, as well as from the ge-

neral appearances of affairs in Europe, there was no apparent pro-

bability that the meafures which they might adopt, would be in'

terrupted by dlfpules with any foreign power.
^

Thf
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The tranquility at Bofton, was in the beginning of March 177^-

unexpectedly broke in upon, by fome fudden and unexpe6ted ^'-v—

'

movements on the fide of the provincials. It is faid, that as Bad ef-

foon as the Congrefs had received intelligence of the Pro-^^*^^^^

hibitory Ad,* a'nd of the hiring of foreign troops, they im- ^°^°" °^

mediately difpatched inftruftions to Gen. Wafhington, ^o-^ ,"^^

tally to change the mode of carrying on the war, and to
/j^^^/^y^^,

bring affairs at Bofton to the fpeedieft decifion that was pof-^^.^y//

fible, in order that the army might be difengaged, and at li- ^nd
berty to oppofe the new dangers with which they were threat- Foreign

cned. troops.

However

* On the 20th of Nov. 1775, Lord North brought into xht Prohihito-

Houfe of Commons, the famous Prohibitory Bill. This Bill abfo- ryBili

lutely interdicts all trade and intercourfe with the Thirteen

United Colonies. All properties of Americans whether of lliips

or goods, on the high-feas or in the harbour, are declared forfeit-

ed to the captors ; being the officers and crews of his majefty's

iliips of war ; and feveral claufes of the bill were inferted to facili-

tate and to lelfen the expence of the condemnation of prizes, and

the recovery of prize-money. This bill, befides its primary ob-

ject, repealed the Bofton-porl, with the Fl/hery, and Reftraining

A(5ts, their provifions in fome inftances being deemed infufficient

in the prefent ftate of warfare, and their operation in others, being

liable to interfere with that of the intended law. It alfo enabled

the crown to appoint commiirioners, who befides the power of

fimply granting pardons to individuals, were authorized to enquire

into general and particular grievances, and empowered to deter-

mine, whether any part, or the whole of a colony, were returned

to that (tare of obedience, which might entitle them to be receiv-

ed within the king's peace and protection, in which cafe, upon a

declaration from the commifTioners, the reftridions in the prefent

bill were to ceafe in their favour.

Treaties lately entered into between his Majefty, the Land-
p^^^-

grave of HefTe-CafTel, the Duke of Brunfwick, and the hereditary
^^^^^^^^^

Prince of Hefie Calfel, for the hiring of different bodies of their

troops for the American fervice, amounting in the whole to about

17300 men. The conditions of thefe treaties were, That the

troops were to enter into pay before they began to march ; that

levy-money was to be paid at the rate of near 7/. 10^. per man ;

that thofe princes were alfo to be fubfidized, and that a double fub-

fidy is In orte inftance to be continued for two years, and for

one year in another, after the troops have returned to their

refpe(5tive countries ; and that they (the HelTian troops) fliould

tie under no controul of either King or parliament -, for the

exprefs
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1*7 -76. However this was, a battery was opened near the water

*^^v-*-' fide, at a place called Phipp's Farm, on the night of the 2d

New of March, from whence a fevere cannonade and bombard-
batteries ment was carried on againft the town, and repeated on the

opened. enUiing nights Whilrt the attention of the army was occu-

pied by the firing of houfes and other mifchiefs incident to

this new attack, they beheld with inexprefilble furprize, on

the morning of the 5th, fome confiderable works appear on

the other fide of the town, upon the heights of Dorchefter

Point, which had been ere6ted in the preceding night, and

from whence a 24 pound and a bomb battery, were foon af-

ter opened. Some of our officers have acknowledged, that

the expedition with which thefe works were thrown up, with

their fudden and unexpected appearance, recalled to their

minds thofe v/onderful ftories of enchantment and invifibie

agency, which are fo frequent in the Eaftern Romances.
The fituation of the army was now v^ry critical. The

new works, along with thofe others which it was evident

would now be fpeedily conftru6t:ed on fome of the neigh-

bouring hills, would command the town, a cor.fiderable part

of the harbour, of the beach, from whence an embarkation

muft take place in the event of a retreat, and rendered the

communication between the troops iii the works at Boflon

Neck, and the main body, difficult and dan^erou-.

exprefs words of the treaty are, '* th^t they fliall remain under the
*' conjuir.nd of their general, to whom His Moft Serene Highnefs
** has entrufted the fame." The debates on thefe affairs were
lorg and animated in both houfes, particularly with tne Lorus,

where the Duke of Richmond moved for an addrefs, cf a confider-

able length, to his majefty, in which, (befides feveral pointed ob-

fervations relative to the treaties at large) he took a full and cotn-

prehenfive view of American affairs in general, and demonftratively

iliewed from various laborious and accurate calculations, that the

life of 17,300 mercenaries for the prefent year, would not, taking

in all contingencies, coft the nation lefs than one million and an

ha.\^ Jler. an expence, he maintained, not to be paralleled in the

hiftory of mankind, for the fervice of an equal number of men;
therefore moved that his Majeily would be gracioufly pleafed to

countermand the march of the troopsof Heffe, Hanau, andBrunf-
wick ; and likewife give diredlions for an immediate fufpenfion of

hoftilities in America, in order to lay a foundation for a happy
and permanent reconciliation between the divided parts of this di-

ftradted empire. This motion was, however, rejeded by the ufual
^ majority, of about 100 to 32, including proxies, but was attend-

ed with an unufual proteft, reciting the terms of the addrefs at

large.

In



Chap. X. Civil War /« A M E R I C A. [151

In thefe circumftances no alternative remained, but to 1776.
abandon the town, or diflodge the enemy and deflroy the ^—nt**.^,

new works. General Howe, with his ufual fpirit and refo-

lution, adopted the latter, and took the neceffary meafures

for the embarkation of that very evening of five regiments,

with the light infantry and grenadiers, upon a fervice, which
the whole army mufl: of courfe been ultimately engaged in.

This defjgn was fruftrated by the intervention of a dreadful

ftorm at night, which rendered the embarkation impra6tica-

ble, and thereby probably prevented the lofs of a great num-
ber of brave men, if not of the whole army.

It is not, however, to be wondered at, that with a high

fenfe of the Britifh military honour, as well as of his own,
the General fhould hazard much, rather than fubmit to the

indignity of abandoning the town. He commanded a force,

which he knew had been confidered and reprefented here, as

fufficient to look down all oppoiition in America ; and which,

in reality, with refpe^t to^ the number of regiments, if not

of men, the excellency of the troops, and chara6ter of the

officers, and the powerful artillery which they pofleffed,

would have been deemed refpeftable in any country, and

dangerous by any enemy. With fuch troops to give up that

town which had been the original caufe of the war ; and the

conftant obje£t of contention fince its commencement, to a

raw and deipifed militia, feemed exclufive of all other ill

ccnfequences, a difgrace not to be borne. But thefe brave

men had, by a variety of events, and perhaps it will be

thought, through original error and mifcondu6t in the ar-

rangement of the war, been reduced to fuch circumftances,

and hedged in, in fuch a manner, that no means were left

for an exertion of their force and courage, that were not

fubje6i: to the greateil: danger without affording a profpefb of

fuccefs.

Fortune prevented this perilous trial in the firft inflance.

On the day that fucceeded the ternpeft, the defign vtas reaf-

fum.ed, but upon a nearer inrpe6lion it was difcovered, that

a new work had been thrown up, which was llronger than

any of the former, and that the whole were now fo com-
pletely fortified, that all hope of forcing them was at an end.

It became clear alfo that Bofton was not a fituation very hap-

pily chofen for the improvement of any advantage which
might be obtained towards the redu6tion of the Colonies.

Nothing now remained but to abandon the town, and to

convey the troops, artillery, and ftores, on board the fhips.

Nor was this lail refort free from difficulty and danger. The
enemyi
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enemy, however, continued quiet in their works, and made

not the fmalleft attempt to obftrud the embarkation, or even

to moleft the rear, it is faid, and, though it was pofitively

denied by the minifters in both houfes, leems to be generally

beheved, that fome kind of convention or agreement, whe-

ther verbal, or only underftood by fecondary means, was

eftablifhed between the Commanders in Chief on each fide,

and that the abftaining from hofiility on the one, was the

condition of faving the town on the other. In proof of this

it i^ affirmed, that combuftibies were ready laid for firing the

town, and that the fele6t men were permitted to go out, and

to hold a conference with General Wafhington upon the

fubjecf.

Notvvithflanding this fecurity, the embarkation could not

be regulated in fuch a manner, though ten days were fpent

in carrving it into execution, as to prevent fome degree of

precipitation, diforder, and lofs. It refembled more the emi'

grai.on of a nation, than the breaking up of a camp. Fif-

teen hundred of the inhabitants, whofe attachment to the

royal caule tiad rendered them obnoxious to their country-

men, incumbered the tranfports with their families and ef-

fe6ts. J he Ofhcers had laid out- their money in furniture,

and fuch other ccnvcniencies as were necefTary to render

their fituation tolerable ; no purchafers could be procured

for thefe efFeQ:s ; and it would have been cruelty in the ex^

treme to m.any of them, to have been under a neceflity of

leaving their whole fubilance behind. The foldiers were
embarrafTed by their continual duty, and all carriages and

labour that cculd be procured in the town, were of courfe

monopolized by the emigrant inhabitants. Every perfon had

fome private concern, which was fufficient to occupy his

time and thoughts. The Tick, wounded, women, and chil-^

dren, called for every care and attention, and of courfe in-

creafed the embarraffment and diilrefs. It will not be diffi^

cult to fuppofe fome part of the confufion incident to fuch

circumftances.

Fmbark- ^^^ General's fituation was truly pitiable. But he bore

ation
^^ ^^^C^ great fortitude ; and conduQied the whole with admi-

rable temper. Some difcontents appeared, which were to

be endured and allayed. Scarcity of provifions, and ill fuc-

cefs, always bre^difcontent in camps. This was in fome

meafure the c^e at prefent. The General having received

no advices ifom England fince the preceding month of Oc-
tober, >hey confidered themfelves in a great meafure as aban-

doned/ and left to extricate themfelves as they might out of

th^
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the unfortunate ficuation in which they had been Involved.

Difcontents are exceedingly fruiitul ; one generating a num-

ber of others in a very fmall period of time. Mutual jealou-

fies prevailed between the army and navy ; eacli attributing

to the other, the cauTeof fome part of that uneafinefs which

itfclf felt. The intended voyage to Halifax, was fubjeO: to

circumftances of a very alarming nature. The coaft, at all

times dangerous, was dreadfuliy To at this tempefluous equi-

noQial feafopj and the rriultitude of fliips, which amounted

to about 150, increafed the difficulty and apprehenfion. As

the high north-eaft winds now prevailed, they were alfo lia-

ble to be blown off to the Well: Indies, \\'ithout a {lock of

provifions in any degree fufficient to ful/ift them in fuch a

paffage. And^ to render matters ftill more irkfome, they

were going to a flerile mifcrable country, which was inca-

pable of affording thofe reliefs which they fo much wanted.

It could not pafs the obfervation, and was highly vexatioi's

to the military, that all this dangerous voyage, if complcat-

ed, was directly fo much out of their way. They were go-

ing to the northern extremity of the Continent, when their

bufinefs lay in the fouthern, or at leaft about the center.

The necefnty of the fuuation left no choice of meafures,

and regret was ufelefs. As the rear embarked, General Mar. 17.

Waflimgton marched into the town with Drums healing, p .r^ n

colours flying, and in all the triumph of vi£lory. He wasy^_^^^^^^

received by the remaining inhabitants, and acknowledged by ^gj-g ^^f_
the refugees, who now recovered their ancient pofielTions, /^„^

with every mark of refpeft and gratitude, that could pcffibly

be fhewn to a deliverer. Theaffembly of the province were

Eo lefs zealous in their public acknowledgments. His anfuer

was proper, moderate and becoming his fituation. The
king's forces were under a neceifity of leaving a confiderahle

quantity of artillery and fome (lores behind. The cannon

upon Bunker's Plill, and at Bofton Neck, could not be car-

ried off. Attempts w^ere made to render them unferviceable;

but the hurry which then prevailed, prevented their having

any great effe£t. Some mortars and pieces of cannon which
were thrown into the water, were rfterw^ards weighed up by

the town's people.

Thus was the long contefled town of -Boffon at length G. How*
given up, the Colony of Maffachufett's Bay, for the prefent departs

Treed from war, and left at liberty to adopt every meafure wiih the

which could tend to its future ftrength and fecurity. It was army to

above a week before the weather permitted the fleet to gel ^^^ifax.

entirely clear of the harbour and road ; but they had ample

amende
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i'jj6. amends m;ade them in the paffage, the voyage to Hahfax

v—-v-*^ bting (horter and happier than could be hoped for. Several

fhips of vv'ar v. ere left behind to protect the veiTeis which

iliould arrive from England ; in which, however, they were

not perfe6liy fuccefsful, the great extent of the Bay, with

its numerous iflands and creeks, and the number of fmall

ports that furrounded it, affording fuch opportunities to the

provincial armed boats, and feveral privateers, that they took

a number of thefe iliips, which were ftill in ignorance that

the town had changed maffers.
,

P .r As feveral movements made by the enemy, and particu-

c larly their taking flations on the neighbouring iflands, indi-

O^ftie-
cated a dt:fi2:n of attacking Caflle Wilhatn, the pofTeiTion of

V.'illiara
wh ch would be the means of locking up the ihips of war

blown up in the harbour, and of rendering all future attempts upon

the town by fea impracticable, General Howe thought it ne-

celTary to blow up and demolifli the fortifications on that

iiland before lus departure.

General Wafhington was now in poffedion of the capital

of Manachufett's Bay ; but being ignorant of the deflination

cf the fleet, and apprehenfive of an attempt upon New-
York, he detached feveral regiments for the protection of

that city, on the very day upon which he took polTefhon of

Bofton. The royal army were not however at that time in

circumflances that admitted of their undert^aking any expe-

dition. They did not exceed, it is Hiid, nine thoufand heal-

thy and effective men, and were in other refpeCts by no

means fufSciently provided.

The eflates and effe6ts cf thofe emigrants who had accom-
panied General Howe to Halifax, were ordered to be fold,

and the produce applied to the public fervice. Some who
ventured to rtay behind, though they knew themfelves to be

obnoxious to the prefent government, were brought to trial

as public enemies, and betrayers of tlieir country ; and the

cuates of fuch as were found guilty were confifcated in the

fame manner. But nothing occupied fo much at prefent the

minds of the people of Bofton, or had fo much attention

paid to it by the provinc-e in general, as the putting of that

town in fuch a ftate of defence, as might prevent a repetition

of thofe evils which, it had lately undergone. For this pur-

pofe, the greatcfl diligence was ufed in fortifying the toun

and harbour ; fome foreign engineers were procured to fuper-

intend the works, and every inhabitant dedicated two days in

the week to their conftruCtion. Great doubts may, howe-

ver, be entertained, whether Bofton can be rendered tena-

ble
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Me againft an army, though t he fe works may preferve it 1776.
from infult. w->^~.^

During thefe tranfaOiions at Bo(l:on, tlie Blockade of Que- Siege of

bee, was continued under great dillicuhies by Arnold. Rem- Quebec

foi cements arrived {lowly, and the Canadians, who are .uot conrinu-

by any means remarkable for conftancy, were ditliearteiied ^° '^^"*

and wavering. It leems, as if the Congrefs was unequal in ^* */^*

condu6f, as well as relources, to the management of To many
operations at the fame time. The fuccours that were fent,

fuffered incredible hardiliips in their march ; v/hich they en-

dured with that fortitude which had hitherto dillinguifhed the

Provincials in this v/ar. On the other hand. General Carle-

ton guarded, with his ufual vigilance againfl- e\ery effort of

fraud, force, and furprize; but as all lupplies were cut oiF

from the country, the inhabitants and garrifcn experienced

many diftreffes.

As the feafon approached, in which fupplies from England Fruitlefs

were ine\itable, the Americans grew more active in their ope- atrempts

rations. Tiiey again renewed the fiege, and erected batte- to fet the

ries, and made feveral attempts by fire fhips, and otherwife, city oa

to burn the veflels in the harbour. They failed in thefe at- ^^*

tempts, though fom.e of them were very boldly conducted ;

and their troops were at one time drawn up, and fcaling lad-

ders, with every other preparation, in readinels for ilorming

the town, during the contufion Vvhich they expected the fire

v/ould have produced. Though they had not all the fuccefs

they wifhed, they however burnt a great part of the fuburhs,

and the remaining hcufes being pulled down to prevent the

fpreading of the conflagration, afforded a moft feafonable re-

lief of fuel to the town, which had for fome time been ex-

ceedingly diftrefled throu2:h the want of tliat necefTary.

During this {^ate of things, a party of Canadians which had ,

,

been embodied by Mr. Beaujeu, with a defign of raifing the *
''

fiege, were encountered on their march, and eafily difperfed

by a detachment of the rebels.

This fmall fuccefs was not long fufficient to fupport the

fplrits of the Provincials. Having failed in all their attempts

with fhells, firefhips, and red hot balls, to caufe a confla-

gration in the city, their hope of taking it by ftorm ceafed,

whilfl that of fucceeding by a regular fiege was daily leflen-

ed ; indeed their artillery was far from being equal to any

great fervice. Although confiderable reinforcements arrived

in the remote parts of the Province, the various impediments

of bad roads, bad weather, and the want of necefTaries fuit-

jiblc to the fervice, prevented their being able to join them.

In
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1776. In the ftate of defpondency confequent of thefe clrcumflan-
>—'^-^ ces, that fcourge and terror of the weftern Continent and of
Small-pox its numerous nations, the fnrjali pox broke out, and made itte

breakout ^ifual cruel ravaees amongil: them. Nor was the immediate
m the effed with refpe6t to life or health the worft confequence of
?!^°^'"'^'' the calamijy ; for that diforder being confidered as the Ame-

'*"''
rican plague, and regarded wiih all the horror incident to

that name, the dread of infection broke in upon every other

confideration, and rendered it difficult, If not impra6licable,

to fuftain difcipline, or preferve order.

In this fituation, the Provincial accounts inform us, that

they Intended to raife the fiege before the arrival of the fuc-

cours from England, and that General Woofter, who at that

tim.e held the command, with fome other of the principal

officers, had already gone to Montreal to make fome prepa-

rations neceffary for the facilitating of that purpofe. If fuch.

a defign was formed, it was prevented from being carried

fuccefsfully into execution, by the zeal and activity of the
Arnval^ officers and crews of the Ifis man of war, and of two fri-
ct the Ills gajes which were the firft that had failed from England with
"^^'^ °.

. fuccours, and who with great labour, conduct, and refohi-

1 ,
'

. tion, having forced their way through the Ice, arrived at

n^arine Qil^bec before the paffage was deemed practicable. The

forces. unexpected fight of the thips, threw the befiegers into the

greated condernatlon, which was not lefiencd by the Imme-
diate effcCt, of their cutting off all communication between

tl'eir forces on the difFercnt Tides of the river.

General Carleton, was too well verfed in military affairs to

lofe anv time in ieizing the advantages which the prefent fitu-

ation afforded. A fmall detachment of land forces which ar-

rived in the fhips of war, together with their marines, being

landed with the utmoff expedition, and joined to the garrifon,

May6th. ^'""-^ Governor immediately marched out at their head to at-

. . tack the rebel camp. There he found every thing in the

t T'f^^"
''^''^'^^^ confufion ; tltey had not even covered themfelves with

as e ore
^^ intrenehment, and having already begun a retreat, upon

^^ . the appearance of our troops, they fied on all fides, aban-

^!2ht
donlng their artillery, military (lores, fcaling ladders, and

other matters of incumbrance. The flight was fo precipi-

tate as fcarcely to admit of any execution ; nor were the

King's forces in any condition for a puiiuit, if prudence

could even have jiiftitied the meafure. Some of the fick be-

came prifoners. During this tranfaclion, our fmaller fhips of

war made their way up the river with fuch expedition and

fuccefs, that they took feveral fmall veffels belonging to the

enemy.



Chap. X. Civil War in AMERICA.
enemy, and retook the Gafpeefloop of war, which they had

feized in the beginning of the preceding winter.

Thus was the mixed fiege and blockade of Quebec raifed,

after a continuance of about five months. And thus was
Canada preferved by a fortitude and conflancy, which mull
ever be remembered with honour to the Governor and e^arri-

fon. From this time the Provincials and all their followers

experienced a continual feries of lodes and misfortunes, in that

province. A number of their Tick and w^ounded lay fcatter-

ed about and hid in the reighbouring woods and villages,

where they were in the greateft danger of perifhing under the

complicated prefTure of want, fear, and difeafe. To prevent

this melancholy confequence, General Carleton iffued a pro-

clamation * for their relief, which truly hofpitable a6l

alone, (diftin6t from all his military atchievements) gives him
defervedly the name of a generous, as well as great com-
mander.

Towards the end of May, feveral regiments from Ireland,

one from England, another from General Howe, together -^"y^^"

with the Brunfwick troops, arrived fuccelTively in Canada :
?"^

/-_ .u„^ .u„ ...u^i^ c :^ *u.,. D„^.,: ...l. i . , lorcesar

rive at— Quebec.

fo that the whole force in that Province, when compleated

* Proclamation by G. Carleton for the relief of the fugitive Provin-
cials^ after they had been driven from before Quebec.

WHEREAS I am informed, that many of his Majefty's delud- p. j

ed fubje(5ls, of the neighbouring provinces, labouring under .•
'

wounds and divers diforders, are difperfed in the adjacent woods ffi,-
and pariflies, and in great danger of perifhing for want of proper /• f

alfiftance ; all captains and other officers of militia are hereby "''

commanded to make diligent fearch for all fuch diftrefTedperfons,

and afford them all neceflary relief, and convey them to the gene-
ral hofpital, where proper care fliall be taken of them : all rea-
fonabie expences which may be incurred in complying with this

order fliall be repaid by the Receiver-General.

And, left a confcioufnefs of paft offences iliould deter fuch mi-
ferable wretches from receiving that afliftance which their diftrell-

ed fituation may require, I hereby make known to them, that as
foon as their health is reftored, they iliali have free liberty to re-

turn to their refpedive provinces.

Given under my hand and feal of arms, at the Caflle of St Lew-
is, in thecity ofQiiebec, this loth day of May, 1776.

GUY CARLETON.

v/as
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1776. was eflimated to about 13,000 men. The general rendez-

\—v~^ vouz was at Three Rivers, which lies halt way between

Quehec and Montreal ; a- d at the computed diftance of about

ninety miles from each. This place lies on the north fide

of St. Lawrence, and takes its name from the vicinity of one

of the branches of a large river, whole waters are di {charged

thro' three mouths, into that great refcrvoir.

The Provincials continued their retreat till they arrived In

the borders of the river Sorel, which falls into the St. Law-
rence at thediilance of about 140 miles from Quebec, where

they joined fome of thofe reinforcements that had not been

able to proceed farther to their afTiftance ; but the whole

, -were now funk in fpirit, and debilitated in a61:. To com-

plete their misfortunes, the fmall-pox had fpread through all

their qi:arters.

. . Thefe difcouraging circumdances were not fufficient to
rovmci-

^^.^p ^^^ ^— j.^ Q^ enterprize in their leaders. A very darings

f \ r th~ ^^'^ ^^^ iil-laid plan, was formed for the furprize of the -king's

Three forces at the Three Rivers ; which, if it had been attended

Rivers. with all the fuccefs it was capable of, might have been rank-

ed among the mod confiderable military atchievements of

that nature.

The BritlOi and Brunfwick forces were at this time much
feparated. A confiderable body were Rationed at Three Ri-

vers under the command of Brigadier General Frazer. An-

other under that of Brigadier General Nefbit, lay near them

en board the tranfports. A greater than either along with the

Generals Carleton, Burgoyne, Philips and the German Ge-

neral, Reidefel, were in feveral divifions by land and water,

on the way to Quebec. The diftance from Sorel was about

fifty miles, and feveral armed veffels, and tranfports full of

troops, which had got higgler up than Three Rivers, lay full

in the way.

In the face of all thofe difficulties, a body of about 2000

men, under the command of a Major General Thompfon,

embarked at Sorel in fifty boats, and coafting the fouth fide

of what is called the Lake of St. Peter, where the St. Law-
rence fpreads to a great extent, arrived at Nicolet, from

whence they fell down the river by night, and paffed to the

other fide, with an intention of furprifing the forces under

General Frazer. Three Rivers is rather to be confidered as

a long village, than a regular town ; and the defign was,

that it fiiould be attacked a little before break of day, and,

at the fame inftant, by a fi:rong detachment from each end,

while two fmaller were drawn up in readinefs to cover or

fiipport
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fupport them. If the fuccefs fhouM have proved complete,
the defign was extended to the deilrudion of all thole vei-

fcls which lay near the fhore.

The concurrent circumilances neceffary to give effciS^ to

this defign were too numerous, to afford any ilrong confi-

dence of fuccefs. It was one of thofe bold undertakin8;s

which might have been produdive of great advantage ; but

which was of too perilous a nature for any thing iefs than the

mofi defperate fituation of affairs to jullify. They miffed

their time by about an hour, which, rliough they paffed the

armed fhips without obfervation, occafioned their being dif-

covered, and the alarm given at their landing. They after-

wards got into bad grounds, and were involved into many
other difficulties, which threw them into diforder and confu-

fion. In this ifate they found General Frazer's corps in pre- ju^e Sth
paration to receive them, having landed feveral liorht fix

pounders, which were played u] on them with great effe6l.

While they v/ere thus engaged in front, Brigadier Nefoir,

whofe tranfports lay higher up the river, landed his forces

full in their way back.

Nothing was left but a retreat, the accomplifhment of
which was more to be wifhed for than hoped. Nefbit's corps

kept the river fide to prevent their efcape to the boats, while

Frazer's, in purfuit, galled them feverely with their light

artillery. Between both, they were driven fome miles

through a deep fwamp, which they traverfed with incon-

ceivable toil, expofed to conflant danger, and enduring every

degree of diftrefs. The Britifli troops at length grew tired

of the purfuit, and the woods afforded them a wifhed-for

Ihelter. The firft and fecond in command, with about 200
others, were taken prifoners. It will be eahly conceived that

our lofs was trifling.

This was the laft appearance of vigour fliewed Uy the

Provincials in Canada. The whole army having ioined at

Three Rivers, puflied forwards by land and water with great ii.

expedition. When the fleet arrived at Sorel, they found the
enemy had abandoned that place fome hours before, difman-
tled the batteries which they had erecled to defend the en-
trance into that river, and had carried off their artillery and
ftores. A ftrong column was here landed under the com-
mand of General Burgoyne, with orders to advance along
the Sorel to St. John's, whilfl: the remainder of the fleet and
army failed up the river to Longueil, the place of paffage

from the* ifland of Montreal to La Frairie on the Continent.

Here they difcovered that the Provincials had

abandoned
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1776. abandoned llie city and iflmd of Montreal on the preceding

^w^-v^-^^ evening;? and that if the wind had been favourable, they

Montrealy might have met at this place. The arnjy was immediately

landed on the Continent, and marching by La Prairie,

croffed the Peninfula formtd by the St. Lawrence and the

Sorel in order to join General Burgoyne at St. John's, where

they expected a Hand, and a ftrong refiflance would have

been made.

That General purfued his march along the Sorel without

intermiflion ; but with that caution neceflary in a country

not wholly cleared of the enemy, and where their laft and

cy r , moll defperate efforts were to be expected. He arrived at
St. /aj'ws

g^^ jo}^n's on the evening of the iSth, where he found the
^"

buildings in flames, and nearly every thing deftroyed that

,j could not be carried off. The Provincials a<^ed in the fame
Chambiee

^^^^^^ at Chamblee, and burned fuch velTels as they were
reta en.

^^^^ ^^,^ ^^ ^^^^ ^p ^^^^ lapids in their way to Lake Champ-
lain, where they Immediately embarked for Crown Point.

—Though their flight was precipitate, they fuftained no

lofs, and a General Sullivan, who commanded in the re-

treat, received public thanks for the prudence with which

he conduced it, by which he faved their ruined army, at a

time, they fay, when it was encumbered with a vafl multi*

tude of fick, moft of whom were ill of the fmall-pox.

A.II Ca- Thus was an end happily put to the war in Canada. The

naJare- pleafure of which was, however, confiderably checked, by

covered, the reflraint which was now laid upon the further operation

of the army in that quarter. For as the enemy were maf-

ters of Lake Champlain, it wa*^ impofllble for the forces to

proceed to the fouthward, until fuch a number of vefTels

were conflru6led or obtained, as would afFord a fuperiority,

and enable them to traverfe that lake with fafety. The doing

this was a work of labour and time ; for though fix armed

vefiels were fcnt from England for that purpofe, the falls of

Chamblee rendered the means of conveying them to the lake

highly difficult, and a matter which required much ingenu-

ity and indufiry. A vafl: number of other veflfels were alfa

ncceflfarily to be conftruded both for conveyance and pro-

te6tion.

Affairs
^^^ neceffity under which we have feen Governor Mar-

in North tin obliged to feek refuge on board a (hip of war in Cape

Carolina^ Fear river, did not damp his ardour in the public fervice, nor

continu- reflrain his attempts to reduce the Province of North Caro-

ed from lina to obedience. His confidence of fuccefs was increafed,

P- 132. by the knowlee-ge he had that a fquadron of men of war with

feven
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feven regiments, under the conduct of Sir Peter Parker and 177^*

Lord Cornwallis, were to depart from Ireland on an expe- ^—v-*-'

dition to the fouthern Provinces in the beginning of the year,

and that North Carolina was thtir firft if not principal object. .

He alfo knew that General Clinton, with a fmall detach-

ment, was on his way from Bofton to meet theni at Cape
Fear.

The connection he had formed with a body of defperate

people, lately confidered as Rebels to the King's govern-

ment, now equally enemies to the Provincial eftabliSiment,

who we have frequently had occafion to take notice of under

the name of Regulators^ as well as with the Highland emi-

grants, feemed to infure the redu6lion of the infurgents,

even independent of the expected force. That colony was
deemed the weakefl- in America, except Georgia ; and the

two parties we have mentioned were numerous, a£tive,

daring, and the former were at this time, a? well as the lat-

ter, zealoufly attached to the royal caufe. The Highlanders

were confidered as naturally warlike, and the Regulators,

from fituation, habits, and manner of living, to be much
bolder, hardier, and better markimen than thofe who had
been bred to other courfes, and in more civilized parts of

the country.

The Governor fent feveral commiflions to thefe people for M*Don-
the raifmg and commanding of regiments, and granted ano- ^^^'^

ther to a Mr. Mc' Donald to a£t as their general. He alfo commif-

fent them a proclamation, commanding all perfons on their
"^"'

allegiance, to repair to the royal ftandard, which was ereded
by General IVPDonald about the middle of February.

^Upon the firft advice of their afTembling at a place called ^ . -,

Crofs Creek, Brigadier General Moore immediately marched ^ ' ^"

al the head of the Provincial regiment which he commanded,
i^kts do-

"with fuch militia as he could fuddenly colled, and fome feffionof
pieces of cannon, within a few mUes of them, and took Rockfifh-
poffefTion cf an important port called Rockfifh Bridge, bridge,
which, as he was much inferior in ftrength, he immediately
intrenched and rendered defenfible. He had not been many
days in this pofition, where he was receiving and expeding
fuccours, when General M'Donald approached at the head
of his army, and fent a letter to Moore, inclofing the Go-

p^j^ j ^
vernor's proclamation, and recommending to him and his

party to join the King's ftandard by a given hour the next
^ay, or that he muft be under the neceffity of ccnfidering

them as enemies.

M As
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As Moore knew that the Provincial forces were marching

from all quarters, he protrafted the negociation, m hopes

that the Tory army, as they called it, might have been fur-

rounded. In his final anfwer he declared, that he and his

officers confidered themfelves as engaged in a caufe the moft

glorious and honourable in the world, the defence of the

liberties of mankind ; he reminded the emigrants of the

ungrateful return they made to the kind reception they met
in the Colony ; and the General, with fome of his officers,

of an oath they had taken a little before, and upon which

they were permitted to come into the country, that they

only came to fee their friends and relations, without any

concern whatever in public affairs. In return to the procla-

mation, he fent them the teft propofed by the Congrefs, with

a proffer, that if they fubfcribed it, and laid down their

arms, they (hould be received as friends ; but if they refufed

to comply, they muff expe6t coafequences fimilar to thofe

which they had held out to his people.
,.j

In the mean time, McDonald perceived the danger he was
in of being enclofed, and abruptly quitting his ground, en-

deavoured with confiderable dexterity, by forced marches,

the unexpe£ied pafling of rivers, and the greateft celerity of

movement, to difengage himfelf. It feems, the great and

immediate obje£i: in view with this party, was to bring Go-
vernor Martin, with Lord William Campbell, and General

Clinton, who had by this time joined them, into the interior

country, which they judged would be a means of uniting all

the back fettlers of the fou'hern Colonies in the royal caufe,

of bringing forward the Indians, and of encouraging the well

affeded to ihew themfelves in all places.

Aftion at The provincial parties were, however, fo clofe in the puf-
Moore's fuit, and fo alert in cutting the country and feizing the pafles.

Creek- j^at M*Donald at length found himfelf under the neceffity of
Bridge, engaging a Colonel Cafwell, who, with a thoufand militia

and minute men, had taken poffeffion of a place called Moore's

Creek Bridge, where they had thrown up an intrenchment.

The royalifts were by all accounts much fuperior in number,
having been rated from 1 500 to 3000* the former number of

which, McDonald, after the a6tion, acknowledged them to

Feb i^ ^^* emigrants began an attack with great fury ; but

M'Cleod, the fecond in command, and a few more of their

braveft officers and men being killed at the firft onfet, they

fuddenly loft all fpirit, and fled with theutmoft precipitation,

and, as the provincials fay, deferted their General, who was

taken prifoner, as were nearly all their leaders, and the reft to-

tally broken and difperfed. Thii
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This vi6lory was a matter of great exultation and triumph

to the Carolinians. They had fliewn that their province was

rot lb weak as was imagined ; for though their force a6tual-

ly in the engagement was not confiderable, they had raifed

10,000 in about ten days. But what wasflill more flattering,

and, perhaps not of lefs real importance, they had encounter-

ed Europeans (who were fuppofed to i:iold them in the moft

fovereign contempt, both as men and as foldieis) in the field,

and defeated them with an inferior force. If the zeal of thefe

people could have been kept dormant until the arrival of the

force from Ireland, it feems more than probable that the

fouthern colonies would have confiderably felt the impreflion

of fuch an infurre£tion. But now their force and fpirits were

fo entirely broken, their leaders being fent to different prifons,

and the reft ftripped of their arms, and watched with all the

eyes of diftruft, that no future effort could be reafonably ex-

peQ:ed from them. Perhaps too great a dependence was laid

on their power and prowefs, while thofe of the oppofite fide

were meafured by a fcale equally deceitful. It is, however,

extremely difficult to regulate or reftrain the caprice or vio-

lence of thofe leaders who affume authority in fuch feafons.

- A fquadron of five frigates were fent out by the Congrefs ^^^' 3"'

early in the year, under the command of a Mr. Hopkins,§ who Hopkins

failed with them to Bahama iflands ; where they ftripped that ftrips the

of Providence, which is the principal, of a confiderable quan- p^^^™^

M 2 tityldandsof
^ ftores&

\

,

.. artillery.

§ Mr. Robert Hopkins was born at Portrmouth in New England, Charader

in the year 17 18. His father being in the fea fervice, and ciifco-

vering an early inclination in his fon towards that way of life,

befides the Latin and Greek tongues, he had him taught the fe-

veral branches of the mathematicks, particularly thofe ot navigati-

on, and at a proper age, when he had fufficiently acquired the

theory, to add pradice thereto, he put him an apprentice to a

Mr. Wainwright, commander of the Jofeph and Anne, a veflel of

250 tons burthen. It is to bi prefumed, old Mr. Hopkins' rea-

fons for indenting his fon to another peifon rather than tj himfelf

Vv^as, left he fhouid prefume too much on his paternal affection,

and thereby probably negletl his other duties ; but this caution,

however well intended, we are of opinion, was premature, our

hero, in this capacity, omitting no opportunity of making himfelf

niafter of every branch of fea-fcrvice, in teftimony of which, at

the expiration of his third year, capt. Wainwright made him his

chief mate, in which ftation he behaved with great fatisfa^tion to

both captain and crew.

At
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1 776. tity of artillery and {lores ; but were difappointed in the pow-

^^v^^ ^^^> which they moft wanted, through the prudence of the

Governor,

At the clofeof his apprenticefhip he quitted the Jof. and Anne,

and engaged as mate with an old fchool-fellow of his, who had

juft got the command of a vefl'el at North Carolina, then bound

from that port to London. In this palTage, there arofe fome al-

tercation between the mafter and mate, in confequence of a quon-

dam miftrefs belonging to the latter, who was then aboard.

About this time the war with Spain raged with great violence,

and men were greatly wanted for the navy j the prefs-gangs, and

floops upon the imprefs fervice fwarmed every where, and the u-

fual protedions were of no avail. His captain, through pique,

took this opportunity of parting with him ; for being boarded by

a. man of war near the coaft of Carolina, Hopkins with fome ofthe

common hands were imprefled, and it proved ufelefs to him to

plead his protedlion as then chief mate, his captain telling the

lieutenant, that he had been in fuch a ftation, but was then broke

for mutinous behaviour, and therefore defired Hopkins to be fent

aboard particularly, giving a charge to the lieutenant to have a

drift eye over him, he being, as he faid, of a dcfperate difpoli-

tion.

This ihip of war fliortly after joined Admiral Vernon's fleets

where Hopkins was put on board the Burford, the flag fhip. In

this new ftation, he endeavoured to ftifle hisrefentment to his late

captain, and to conform himfelf to his prefent birth ; in which he

fucceeded fo well, that in a little time, he was obferved not only

to be an expert feaman and able navigator, but of a quite contrary

difpofition to what he had been reprefented j and at the attack

on Portobello, which foon followed, he gave an admirable fpeci-

men of his courage and conduct, all which being made known to

his Admiral, our hero was ordered to walk the quarter-deck, and
on his arrival in England, got to be rated as matter's mate on
board his majefty's ftore /hip. Prince Royal, cap. Edward Barber ;

and in the year 174^, having pafled his examination at the Trinity

Houfe, he was appointed mafter of the Weaiel floop, in which
ftation he continued till the peace.

In the year 1749 he rettirned home, juft time enough to dole
his father's eyes, who divided his fortune equally between him and
his ftep-brother, (a Mr. Whipple, who had proved a worthy and
deferving young man). Mr, Hopkins then made his chiefrefidence

in America, and bought a veftel in which he traded to London,
till the war broke out in the year 1755, when he again purfuing

the calls of honour, returned to the navy, and was mafter of fe-

\eral ftiips till the peace of 1763.

It
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Governor, who fent i 50 barrels of it away in a fmali veffel, 177^.
the night before they landed. They brought off the Gover- »—v^-^

nor, and fome other public officers, as prifoners ; and after

taking feveral prizes in their return, fell in at length with the

Glafgow frigate of war, accompanied with a tender, the lat-

ter of which they took, and the former efcaped with difficul-

ty after a very fharp engagement.

Lord Dunmore, with his fleet of fugitives, continued on the Lord
coafts and in the riversof Virginia for a great part of the year ; Dunmore

as every place was now ftridly guarded, thofe unhappy peo- abandons

pie, who ,had put themfelves under his proledion, under- ^hecoafts

went great diftrefles. The heat of the weather, the badnefs °^^'''<?'~

of provifions, with theclofenefs and filth of the fmall veflels, "Z'^^^^"'

in which they were crowded, by degrees produced that ma-y^"
lignant and infectious diflemper, which is known by the name

^°"^*^^*

of the Jail or Peftilential Fever. This dreadful diforder made
great havock among them, but particularly affeded the ne-
groes, mofl: of whom it fv/ept away. After various adven-
tures, in which they were driven from place to place, and
from ifland to ifland, by the Virginians, feveral of the veflels

were driven onfhoie in a gale of wind, and the wretched fur

gitives became captives to their own countrymen. At length,

every place being Ihut again{l, and hofl:ile to the remainder, fugitives

and neither water nor provifions to be obtained, even at the difpers'd,

expence of blood, it was found neceffary, towards the begin-

ring of Augufi, to burn the fmaller and leafi: valuable vefiTels,

and to fend the remainder, amounting to between 40 and 50
fail, with the exiles, to feek fiielter and retreat to Florida,

Bermudasi and the Weft-Indies. In this manner ended the

hopes entertained by the employment of the negroes to fup-

prefs the rebellion in the foutliern colonies. This meafure,

It had been regulated at that peace, that all commiflion and
warrant officers fhould be employed for the fpace of three years in

rotation. M.X. Hopkins waited with patience the firft three years,

and came to London in 1776, expelling to be employed in his

turn, but being difappointed, and perceiving others of inferior abi-

lities preferred, Hopkins could not condefcend to folicit, and re-

turned to America, throwing up his half-pay, and refolving to at-

tach himfelf to his native country for the reft: of his days.

When the American troubles made it necelFary for the Congre{s

to form a Marine, Mr. Hopkins, from his experience, courage,

and abilities,, was thought a proper perfon to be at the head of it.

He accepted the commiflion with chearfulnefs, and how he has

afted fince, may be feen in the progrefs of this hillory.

Father
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rather invidious than powerful, tended infinitely to inflame

thedifcontents in thofe colonies, without adding any thing to

the ftrength of the royal arms. The unhappy creatures who
engaged in it, are faid to have periflied almofl: to a man.

^\r Peter It had for fome time pafi: been the fortune of the fleets,

Parker'^ tranfports and vi6tuallers, which had been fent to America, to
fquadron nieet with fuch exceedingly bad weather on their paffage,
with L.

^^^Yi delays, and fo many untoward circumfl:ances of different
ornnxja -

^^j-jg^ ^g j^^ ^ great degree frufl:rated the end of their deftina-

trooDs
^^°"* ^^^ Peter Parker's fquadron, which failed from Pprtf-

an ive at
^nouth at the clofe of the year, from an unexpected delay in

Capefear. Ireland, and bad weather afterwards, did not arrive at cape
Fear till the beginning of May, where they were detained by

They various caufes till the end of the month. There they found
meet G. General Clinton, who had lately been at New-York, and
Clinton, from thence proceeded to Virginia, where he had feen

lord Dunmore, and finding that no fervice could be effected

at either place with his fmall force, came thither to wait for

them.

The feafon of the year was much againfl: the operations of

the troops at this time in the fouthern colonies, the excefllve

heat having rendered them fickly, even at Cape Fear, not-

withfianding the plenty of refrefhments they procured, and
the little labour they had upon their hands. Something,

Proceed however, mufl: be done, and Charleftown, the capital of S.
xoCharles Corolina, was within the line of Sir Peter Parker and Lord
ttnun.

Cornwallis'sInftru6tions. They had but little knowledge of

General Howe's fituation ; the only information that Gene-
ral Clinton received of his evacuating Bofton, being from the

American news-papers. And it happened unluckily, that a

veflel, which General Howe had difpatched from Halifax

with orders for their proceeding to the northward, met with

fuch delays in her paffage, that fhe did not arrive in Cape
Fear till after their departure,

lune I ft.
'^^^ ^^^^ anchored offCharleftown Bar In the beginning of

•^ .
* June. They were joined before they proceeded to adion by

Marine
^j^^ Experiment man of war ; and the naval force then confift-

clTrlTs-
^^ ^^ ^^^ Commodore Sir Peter Parker's fhip, the Briftol, of

town Bar 5° g""^ > *^^ Experiment, of the fame force ; the A6tive,
' Solebay, A6leon, and Syren frigates, of 28 guns each; the

Sphynx of 20 guns, a hired armed (hip of 22, a fmall floop

of war, an armed fchooner, and the Thunder bomb-ketch.

The paiTing of the Bar was a matter of time, difficulty and
danger, efpecially to the two large (hips, which, notwithftand-

ing the taking out of their guns, and the ufing of every other

means
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means to lighten them as much as poflible, both touched the

ground and rtuck feveral times.

The land forces were commanded by General Clinton,

Lord Cornwailis, and Brigadier General Vau^huu It was

remarkable, that at the time General Clir^ton 'ailed from

Bofton, General Lee, at the head of a rtiong detachment

from the army before that place, immediately fet out to fe-

cure New York from the attempt which it was fuppofed the

former would have made upon that city. Having lucceeded

in that objed. Gen. Clinton could not but be furprized at

his arrival in Virginia, to find Lee in pofleflion, and in the

fame ftate of preparation, in which he had left him at New^
York. Upon his departure for Cape Fear, Lee again tia-

verfed the Continent with the utmofl: expedition to fecure

North Carolina. And at length, upon the further progrefs

of the fleet and army to the f(m:hward, Lee again proceeded

with equal celerity to the defence of Charleftown.

The firft obje(4 of our forces, after pafling the bar, was
the atack of a fort which had been lately ere6led, though

not made altogether complete, upon the fouth-weft point of

Sulliv'an's Ifland. This fort commanded the paflage to Char-
leftown, which lay farther weft, at about fix miles diftance ;

and notwithftanding the latenefs of its conftru6tion, was with

propriety confidered as the key of that harbour. It is faid

to have been reprefented to our commanders as in even a
more imperfe6l ftate than it was found in ; but if the de-

fcription had been otherwife, it is not probable they would
have expe6ted that a raw militia could have been able, for

any length of time, to have fupported the great weight of

fire from our ftiips, even excluding the co-operation of the

land forces.

The troops were landed on Long-Iftand, which lies near- Troops

er, and to the eaftward of Sullivan's; being feparated only land at

by fome ftioals, and a creek called the Breach, which are Long-_

deemed paffable at low water, the ford being leprefented to ^"^nd.

our officers as only eighteen inches in depth in that ftate.

The Carolinians had pofted fome forces with a few pieces of
cannon near the north-eaftern extremity of Sullivan's Ifland,

at the diftance cf near two miles from the fort, where they

threw up works to prevent the paflage of the Royal army o--

verthe breach. General Lee was encamped with a confider-

able body of forces on the continent, at the back and to the

north-ward of the ifland, with which he held a communica-
tion open by a tridge of boats, and could by that means, at

any time, march the w^hole, or any part of his force, to fup-

port
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1776. port that poft which was oppofed to our pafTa^e from Long-

v^^-v-*^ Ifland The laiier is a naked burning fand, where the troops

fuffered i^reatly from their expofure to the intenfe heat of the

fun. But the fleet and army were greatly diftreffed through

the baanefs of tne water, thAt which is found on the fea-coafts

of South Carolina being every where brackifh. I^or were

they in a much better condition, with refpe6t either to the

qj.antity or qual tv of provifions.

Notwithflanding the d:fpatch which thefe irconveniencies

rendered necefTciry, fuch delays occurred in carrying the de-

lign into execution, that it was rear the end of the month
be ore the attack upon S J'livan's Ifland took place ; a feafon

which was applied by th. provincials with great aifiduity to

the completion ot their works. Every thing being at length
• fettled between the commanders by fea and land, the Thun-

June 28. der bcuiib, covered by the armed fhip, took her ftation in

. , the morning, and began the attack, by throwing ihells at

o
Ij-

the tort as the fleet advanced. About eleven oVIotk, the

van's
Briilol, Experiment, Aclive, and Sole bay, brought up dt-

Ifland reQ:ly againit the fort and began a mofl: furious and inccflfant

cannonade. The Sphynx, A6:eon, and Syren, were order-

ed to the weflward, to take their {fation between the end of

the ifland and Charlefl:own, partly thereby to enfilade the

works of the fort, partly, if poflTible, to cut off the commtini-

cation between the ifland and the continent, which would of

courfe, cut off the retreat of rhe garrifon, as well as all fuc-

cours from the latter ; and partly to prevent any attempts

that might be made by fire-fhips or otherwife, to interrupt

the grand aiiack. This part of the defign was rendered un-

fortunate by the flrange unfkilfulnefs of the pilot, w ho en-

tangled the friga es m the flioals called the Middle Grounds*
where they all fluck faft ; and though two of them were in

fome time with damage and difficulty got cfl^, it was then toa

late, and they were befldes in no condition, to execute the

intended fervice. The A6leon could not be got off, and

was burnt by the officers and crew the next morning, to pre-

vent her materials and ftores from becoming a prey to the

enemy.
Whilfl: the continued thunder from the fhips feemed fuf-

ficient to fhake the fiercenefs cf the bravefl: enetny* and

daunt the courage of the mofl: veterap folder, the return

made by the fort, could not fail of calling for the refpeft, as

well as of highly incommoding the brave feamen of Britain.

In the midft of that dreadful roar of artillery, they fluck

with the greatefl conftancy and firmnefs to their guns ; fired

deliberately
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deliberately and llowly, ard took a ccol and effeCiive aim.

The (hips fuffered accordingly ; they were torn almofi: to

pieces, and the flaughrer was dieaiiful. Never did Britifh

valour fhine more conlpicuons, and never did our marine,

in an engagement of the fame nature with any foreign ene-

my, expeiience fo rude an encounter. The fprings of the

BiiftoPs cable being cut by the fhot, fne lay for fome tim.e

exp< fed in fuch a m.an>ner to the enemy's fire, as to be mofl

dreadfully raked, the brave Captain Morris, after receiving

a number of wounds, which would have fufficiently juftified

a gallant man in retiring from his flation, flill with a ncble

cbflinacy difdained to quit his duty, until his arm being at

lengh fliot off, he was carried away in a conditi"n which

did rot afford a poffibility of a recovery. It is faid that the

quarter-deck of the Brirtol was at one time cleared of every

perfon but the Commodore, who flood alone a fpc61acie of

intrepidity and firmnefs, which has feldom been equalled,

never exceeded. The others on that deck were either killed

or carried down to have their wounds dreffed. Nor did Cap-
tain Scot, of the Experiment, mil's his fhare of the danger

or glory, who befides the lofs of an arm, received fo many
other wounds that his life was at firft defpaired of.

The fire from the Britifli fhips was not thrown away;
though. it did not produce all the effect which was hoped and

expected. But the fortifications were much firmer than

they had been thought, ard their lownefs preferved them in

a great degree from the weight of our fhot. They were
compofed of palm-trees and earth, and the merlons were of

an unuiual thicknefs. The guns were at one time fo long

nienced, that it was thought the fort had been abandoned.

It ^eems extraordinary, that a detachment of the land for-

ces were not in readlnefs on board the tranfports or boats, to

profit of fuch an occafion. But thefe are only a part of the

circumffances relative to the engagement which have never

been fufficiently cleared up. The praife beftowed upon the

garrifon for the conffancy and bravery of their defence, by
the Americans in general, as well as by General Lee, (hew-

that they neither abandoned their guns, nor were changed

;

however they might be, and undoubtedly were reinforced.

It appears by their accounts, that the filence of the fort pro-

ceeded from the expenditure of all their powder, and their

waiting for a fupply from the Continent ; which, probably,

did not arrive the fooner, from the necedlty of its being

conveyed through the line of fire from the men of war.

During
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During this long, hot, and obflinate confli(^, the feamen
looked frequently and impatiently to the eaftward, ftih ex-

Probable P^^'og to fee the land forces advance from Long-Ifland,

caufes drive the rebels from their intrenchment, and maich up to

for the fecond their attack upon the fort. In thefe hopes they were
land for- grievoufly difappointed. Such various accounts have been
CCS not given of the caufe of this ina<!ition of the land forces, that it

engaging is difficult to form any decided opinion upon the fubjeft.
in this The Gazelle, from whence a fatisfa6tory folution of all

attack, difficulties might be expe8:ed, is fo totally defe6tive and dif-

fatisfaQorVj that it feems to have laid a foundation for every

other error and contradi6tion relative to this bufinefs. That
account fays, that the King*> forces were flopped by an im-
pra£i:icable depth of water, where they cxpe6ed to have
pafTed nearly dryfhod. To luppofe that the Generals, and
the officers under their command fhould have been nineteen

days in that fmall ifland, without ever examining, until the

very inftant of action, the nature of the only paffage by
which they could render fervice to their friends and fellows,

fulfil the purpote of their landing, and anfwer the ends for

which they were embarked in the expedition, would feem a

great defed: in military prudence and circumfpe6tion. But
there might be reafons for concealing a true ftate of the af-

fair. Until that flate appears, it would be unjuft to lay any
imputation on the officers concerned in fo critical a fervice.

The only rational fclution of the fa6l:, muft, for the prefent,

be drawn from the different American accounts ; from thefe

it is to be inferred, that the pofl which the Provincials pof-

fefTed at the end of Sullivan's Ifland, was in fo ftrong a ftate

of defence, the approaches on our fides fo difadvantageous,

and Lee's force in fuch preparation and capability of crufh-

ing us in the confli6t, that General Clinton would have run

the mofl: manifefl and inexcufable rifque, of the ruin, if not

total lofs of his forces, if he had ventured upon an attack.

To this may be added, that it was only upon a near approach,

that our people acquired any certain knowledge of the force

of the eremy.

The a6lion continued, until the darknefs of the night com-
pelled that cefTation, which the eagernefs of the afTailants,

worn down as they were with fatigue, and weakened with

lofs, was fliil unwilling to accept. Sir Peter Parker, after

every efTcrt of which a brave man is capable, finding that

all hope of fuccefs was at an end, and the tide of ebb nearly

fpent, between nine and ten o'clock in the evening, with-

drew his fhattered veflels from the- fcene of adion, after an

engagement
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engagement which had been fupported with uncommon cou-

rage and vigour for above ten hours. The Briftol had iii,

and tl:e Experiment 79 men, killed and wounded ; and both

(hips had received lb much damage, that the Provinciais

conceived (Irong hopes, that they could never be got over

the bar. 1 he frigates, tiiough not lefs emulous in the per-

formance of their .'uty, being lefs pointed at than the great

Ihips, did not fuffer a proportional lofs. 1 he bomb veflels

did not do all the fervice upon this occaflon which was ex-^

peeled ; wLerher it was from overcharging in confequence

of having originally taken too great a diftance, which has

been faid, or whether it proceeded from fome fault in the con-

fl:ru<9:ion which feems more probable ; however, it was, the

beds of the mortars were in fome time fo loofened and fhat-

tered as to become utterly unferviceable. *

Colonel Moultrie, who commanded in the fort, received

great and deferved applaufe from his countrymen for ihe cou-

rage and conduiSt by which he was fo much diftinguiflied in

its defence. The garrifon alfo received a great fhare of
praife, and a ferjeant was alfo diftinguiihed by a prefent of
a fword from the Prefident of the Colony, for a particular

aft of great bravery.

* Including the lofs that the Briftol and Experiment furtained,

as before-mentioned, there was in the whole of this urfuccefs-

ful engagement, 175 killed, and near the fame complement
wounded, of as brave men as ever the Britiili navy produced.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XL

The General Congrefs throw off thetr allegiance to Great Bri-

tain, and declare themfelves an Independent Power. •

Ente*' into fre/b articles of confederation afid perpetual union,

&c. General Howe lands at Staten IJland. Fruit-

lefs attempts to bring about conciliatory meafures. En-

gagements at Long-ljland, New-Tork, Hell-Gate , Frog-

Neckj and IVhtte-Plains. The taking of Jot ts Wajhing-

ton and Lee ; with fome account oj the Jerjeysy and Rbide-

Ifand,

17*76 1 ^URING tTieforegcingtranf36tions, theCongrefstookan

,^_J/* I J opportunit) of feeling the general pulfe ot the people,

and of preparing them for the Declar \tion of Inde-
Maj 15. PEN DEN CY which was to follow, by a kind of Circular Ma-

Circular ^^{Al/^^ ^o the feveral Colonies, ftating the caufes uhich ren-

leuer dered it, as they faid, neceflary, that all authority under the

from t^e crown fhould be totally fupprefled, and all the powers of

Congrefs government taken refpe6tively into their own hands. In

lorthee- fupport of this pofition they inftanccd the Prohibitory A£l,

ftabliih- by which they were excluded from the protection of the

ment of crown ; the rejection of their petition for redrefs of griev-

uew go- ances and reconciliation ; and the intended exertion of all

M^xvi'
^ tj^e force of Great Britain, aided by foreign mercenaries, for

nients m
the,|- dell:ruQ:ion. They conckided with a recommendation

tnecoio-
jQ thefe colonies : whofe government was not already fuffi-

cient, to proceed to the eftablifhment of fuch a form, as

was ntceffary to the prefervation of internal peace, and

fuittd to the preient exigency of their affairs, for the defence

of their lives, liberties, and properties, againll the hoftile

inv^ifions, and cruel depredations of their enemies.

Penfylvania and Maryland were the only Colonies that in

that part cppofed the edablifhment of a new government,

and the Declaration of independency. A majority in the af-

fembly of the former, though eager for redrefs of grievan-

ces, regarded with horror every idea of a total feparation

from the parent flate. But though they knew that great

numbers
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numbers in the Province held fimilar fentiments, they were
aKo fenfible, that the more violent formed a very numerous
and powerful body ; that they had already taken fire at their

hefuation, and confidered them rather as fecret enemies,
than luke-warm friends. Their fituation was befides diffi-

cult. If they broke the union of the Colonies, and thereby-

forfeited the afliflance and protection of the others, thev had
no certainty of obtaining a redrefs of thofe grievances, nor
ihe fecurity of thofe rights, for which they were as willing

to contend in their own way as the moft violent ; but were
not yet willing to give up all hope, nor to break off all poffi-

bility of accommodation. Thus critically circumftanced

they declared that the queftion of Independence was a matter
of too great importance for them to decide finally upon, and
that they would therefore refer it to their conftituents toge-

ther with the arguments which had been ufed on both fides

of the queftion.

It was manifeftly a ftep from which it would not be eafy

to retreat. On one hand, the feparation from Great-Britain,

even if it could be finally accomplifhed, muft be attended
with many evident inconveniencies. The prote6tion of the

great parent ftate, and the utility of the power of a com-
mon fovereign to balance {o many feparate, and, poflibly,

difcordant commonwealths, befides many political and many-
commercial advantages derived from the old union, muft ap-
pear in a clear light to every fober and difcerning perfon.

On the other hand, it was faid, that their liberty was their

firft good, without which all the other advantages would be
of no value. That if they were to fubmit to a great ftand-

ing army, compofed-^ foreigners as well as Englifh, com-
pofed in part even of their own flaves, and of favages, what
terms were they to hope for ?. The moment their arms were
laid down they muft be at the mercy of their enemy. For
"what end did they take up thefe arms ? If it was to fecure

their liberty, to lay them down without that fecurity, would
be to own that their firft refiftance was caufelefs rebellion;

and the pardon off"ered, was the only fatisfa6lion for the pre-
fent, or fecurity for the future, they were given to expert.
Did they refift power only to obtain a pardon ? Were they
fo abfurd originally, or are they fo cowardly now ? If then
their objecl is refufed to all the entreaties by Great-Britain

;

if file abandons them to plunder without redemption, except
on unconditional fubmiflion, how is the obje<9: of their re-
fiftance to be obtained ? By war only. But as long as they
acknowledged the claims of the crown of Great-Britain, fo

%3
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long will their councils and generals be deftitute of all civil

and military authority. 1 he war they carry on muft of
courfe be irregular, feeble, and without the fmallefl: prof-

pefi of fuccefs. Orders will be given, which none will be
obliged to obey ; and conipiracies and mutinies will be form-
ed, which none will have a juft power to punifh or reprefs.

Neither will any foreign power give them any fupport againft

the hoftile combination of Great-Britain, and fo many fo-

reign powers as (he has called to her afliftance, fo long as
they hold themfelves to be fubjeds. We do not break the
conne<9:ion (faid they), it is already broke and diflblved by
an a6t of parliament ; and thus abandoned, all laws human
and divine, not only permit, but demand of us, to provide
every internal and external means for our own prefervation.

In thefe fentiments, by a reference to the people, the mat-
ter was brought to a fair trial of ftrength between the two
parties ; when it was carried by great majorities, that the
Delegates (hould agree to the determination of the Congrefs.
This decifion, however occafioned much diflention in the
Province, and founded a confiderable party in oppofition to
the prefent government.

In Maryland, the delegates were inftru8:ed by a majority
of feven counties to four, to oppofe the queftion of Indepen-
dency in the Congrefs ; which they accordingly did ; and
having given their votes, withdrew totally from that aflem-
bly. But the horror of being fecluded and abandoned, toge-
ther with the reproaches of the others, and perhaps the dread
of their refentment, foon gave a new turn to their conduct
if not the difpofition of that province. The delegates were
again inftruded to return to the Congrefs, and to a6i: there,
as they thought beft for the intereft of their country. This
compleated ihe union of the colonies in that meafure.

July 4th. The fatal day at length arrived, which, (however the final

j^
. confequences may be) mufl: be deeply regietted by every true

tion of
' ^^^^"^ ^^ ^^^^ Britilh empire, when thirteen Englijh colonies

Indepen- '^^ ^'w^^'V^* declared themfelves free and independent
dence. fates-^* abjured all allegiance to the Britifh crown, and re-

nounced

* /^ DEC LA RAT I ON hy the Representatives of
the UNITED STATES 0/ AMERICA, /«General
Cos G RESS ajfembled. July 4, 1776.

WHEN in the courfe of human events it becomes necefTary

for one people to difTolve the political bands which have conne(5t-

ed them withanoiher, and to affume among the powers of the

earth
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nounced all political connexion with ihis countrv. Such are 1776.

the unhappy confequences of civil contention. Such the effe6ls ».—-v-*-^

that

earth the fcparate and equal Itation to whicti the laws oi naiure

and of Nuture^s God intitle them, a decent refpedt to the opinions

of mankind requires that they ihould declare the caufjs which im-
pel them to the reparation.

We hold thefe truths to be felf-evldent j that ail men are crea-

ted equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty, and the

purfuit of happinefs. That to lecure thefe riglits, governments
are Inftituted among men, deriving their juft powers from the con-

fent of the governed ; and whenever any form ot government be-

comes dertruftive of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to al-

ter or aboliili it, and to inftltute a new government, laying hs
foundation on fuch principles, and organizing its powers in fuch

form,as to them fliall feem moft likely to effect their fafety and hap-
pinefs. Prudence indeed will didate that governments long efta-

bliftied ihould not be changed for hght and tranfient caufes j and
accordingly all experience hath fhewn that mankind are more dif-

pofed to fufFer, while evils are fufferable, than to right themfelves

by abolilliing the forms t© which they are accuftomed ; but when
a long train of abufes and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the
fame object, evinces a deiign to reduce them under abfolute defpo-
tifm, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off fuch govern-
ment, and to provide new guards for their future fecurity. Such
has been the patient fufferance of thefe colonies, and fuch is now
the neceffity which conftrains them to alter their former fyftem of
government. The hiftory of the prefent of , is a
hiftory of repeated injuries and ufurpations; all having in direS
objeft the eftablifhment of an abfolute tyranny over thefe States.

To prove this, let fa6ls be fubmitted to a candid world.

He hasrefufed his affent to laws the moft wholefome and ne-
ceffary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of immediate and
prefling importance, unlefs fufpended in their operation till his

alfent fhould be obtained ; and, when fo fufpended, he has utter-

ly neglected to attend them.

He has refufed to pafs other laws for the accommodation of lar<ye

diftritts of people, unlefs thefe people would relinquilTi the rights

of reprefentation In the legiflature ; a right ineftimable in them^
and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legillative bodies at places unufual, un-
comfortable, and diilant from the depofitory of their public re-

cords, for the fole purpofeof fatiguing them into compliance with
his meafures.

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing

with manly firmnefs, his invafions on the rights of the peaple.

He
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1776. that may proceed from too great a jealoafy of power on the

^^^v-"*-! one fide, cr an ill-timed doubt of obedience on the other.

There

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch diflolution, to caufe

others to be erected ; whereby the legidative powers, incapable

of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their ex-

ercife ; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the

dangers of invafion from without, and convulfions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe States ;

for that purpofe obftruding the laws for naturalization of foreign-

ers, refufmg to pafs others to encourage their emigrations hither,

and raifing the conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has obftruded the adminiftration of juftice, by refufmg his

affent to laws for eftablilhing judiciary powers.

He has madejudges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure

of their offices, and the amount and payment of their falaries.

He has ereded a multitude of new offices, and fent hither

fwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and eat out their fubfift-

ence.

He has kept among us in times of Peace Handing armies, with-

out the confent of our legiflatures.

He has afFeded to render the military independent-of, and fu-

perior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others to fubjeft us to a jurifdidlion fo-

reign toour conftitution, and unacknowledged by our laws, given

his aflent to their pretended a6ts of legiflation :—For quartering

large bodies of armed troops among us :—For proteding tl.em,

by a mock trial, from punifhment for any murders which they

fhould commit on the inhabitants of thefe States :—For cutting off

our trade with all parts of the world :—F'or impofmg taxes on us

without our confent :—For depriving us, in many cafes, of the

benefit of trial by jury:—For traiifporting us beyond Teas to be

tried for pretended offences :—For abolifliing the free fyftem of

Englifli laws in a neighbouring province, ellablilhing therein an

arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to ren-

der it at once an example and fit inftrument lor introducing the

fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies:—For taking away our

charters, aboiilliing our moft valuable la ws, and altering funda-

mentally the forms of our governments:—For fufpending our

own legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invelled with power to

leglflate for us in all cafes whatfoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of hts

protection, and waging war with us.

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our

towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people.

He
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There were three principal obje£ls propofcd in the condui^

of the BritiQi forces in the prefent campaign. The firft was
N the

He \%, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign mer-
cenaries, to complete the works of death, defo'.ation, and tyranny,

already begun with circumftances of cruelty and perfidy fcarcely

paralleled in the mod barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the

Head of a civilized nation.

He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the

high feas, to bear arms again ft their country, to become the exe-

cutioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall ihcmfelves by
their hands.

He has excited domeftic fnfurreiflions amongfl us, and has en-

deavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merci-

Icfs Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare is an undiftin-

guilhed deftruftion of all ages, ^^%<i%t and conditions.

In every ftageof thefe opprefiions we have petitioned for redrefs,

in the moft humble terms ; our repeated petitions have been an-

fwered only by repeated injuries. A Prince, whofe character is thus

marked by every a6l which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the

ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to Our Britifli brethren-

We have warned them, from time to time, of attempts, by their

legiflature, to extend an unwarrantable jurifdidion over us ; we
have reminded them of the circumftances of our emigration and
fettlement here j we have appealed to their native juftice and
magnanimity ; and we have conjured them by the ties of our

common kindred, to difavow thefe ufurpatlons, which v/ould in-

evitably interrupt our conneflions and correfpondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and confanguinity. We
-muft therefore acquiefce in the neceflity which denounces our re-

paration, and hold them, as we hold the reft of mankind, ene-

mies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the United States of A-
merica, in General Congrefs aflembled, appealing to the Su-

preme JUDGE of the world for the reftirude of our intentions,

do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of thefe

Colonies, folemnly publifh and declare, that thefe United Colo-

nies are, and of right ought to be f re e AND INDEPENDENT
STATES, and that they are abfolved from all allegiance to the

Britifh Crown, and that all political connedlion between them and

the ftate of Great-Britain is, and ought to be, totally diftolved 5

and that, as free and independent States, they have full power

to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, eftahlifli com-
merce, and to do all other a<Sts and things which independent

States may of right do. And for ih^ fupport of this Dec.aration,
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the relief of Quebec, and the redemption of Canada, which

alfo included the fubfequent invafion of the back parts of the

Colonies by the way of the lakes. The fecond was the

making a ftrong impreflion on the fouthern colonies, which

it was hoped would at lead have fucceeded fo far as to the

recovery of one of them. The third was the grand expe-

dition againft the city and province of New-York.
Of the two collateral parts of this plan we have already

feen the event, fo far as the firft was yet capable of being

carried into execution. On the third, the greatefl: hopes of

fuccefs Vv'ere not unjuftly founded. Much the better part of

the province of New-York is inclofed in iflands, which being

lono- and narrow, were expofed on all fides to the hoftilities

of our fleets, and to the defcents of our troops, with every

advantage in their favour, whilft they continued in a ftate

of enmity. When reduced, the prote6tion of the (hips of

war would be as eflFeO-ual in their prefervation, as their hof-

tility had been in their reduction. The central fituation of

this Province afforded great advantages. The war could be

carried on with equal facility either in Connedicut, and the

Continent of New-York on the eaftern fide, or in New
Jerfey, and from thence to Penfylvania on the weflern ; or

it might be transferred to and from either at pleafure. So

that this pofition enabled the Britifh commander to prefcribe

the fcene of adion, and to quit it when he liked ; while if

the army was withdrawn from the field, he might by the

means of the great North river, and the different channels

between the iflands and the main land, with his fhips and de-

tachments harrafs and ruin the adjoining countries ; at the

fame time that the Provincials however powerful could make
no attempt on the iflands, that would not be attended with

the e;reateil: difadvantages, and liable to the moll: imminent

danger. Another great objeQ: in view from this fituation

was, that iF General Carleton could penetrate to Hudfon's

or the f^reat North river. General Howe might thereby to-

tally cut off all communication between the northern and

with a firm alliance on the protedlion of Divine Providence, m'c

murua'iy pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and facred

honour.

ffi-W ^j. W,.,^^W /,, bchaJf

I
jQj^^ HANCOCK. PrfM«'.

Atiejl, Charles Thompson, Sec.

fouthern
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fouthern provinces. To crown thefe advantages, Long- 1776,

liland which is very fertile in wheat and all other corn, and v--v-*-/

abounded with herds and flocks, was deemed ahnofl equal in

itfelf to the mraintenance of an army. The inhabitants wtiQ

alfo iuppoled to be in general well aflPeded to the royal

caufe.

The attainment of thefe great obje£l:s, and the conduO: fpjg f^^^
of the grand armament which was neceffary to the purpofe, ^-gg upcjej.

were committed to Admiral L>ord Howe, and his brother the Lord and
General-, men who flood high in the opinion and confidence General

of the nation, as well from their own merit and lervices, as Howe,

from the military chara6ler and bravery of the family. To with the

this fervice was allotted a very powerful army, confining be- nature of

fides the national forces, of about 13,000 HelTians and Wal- ^^^"*

deckers. The whole force, if the different parts of which it ^"^"J^i-

wascompofed could have been united in the beginning of the ^*^P^ ?^

campaign, it was fuppofed, would have amounted to about .^

35,000 men. It will be eafiiy conceived by thofe acquamted
^^^ colo«

with military affairs, that all calculations of this nature,
j,,;^g

though founded upon the befl official information, will far

exceed even at a much nearer diflance than America, the

real effeftive number that can ever be brought to a6Lion.

This force^ when united, was, however, truly formidable,

and fuch as no part of the new world had ever feen before.

Nor, was it, perhaps, ever exceeded by any army in Eu-*

rope of an equal number, whether confidered, with refpe6t

to the excellency of the troops, the abundant provifion of all

manner of military flores, and warlike materials, or the

goodnefs and number of artillery of all fcrts with which it

was provided. It was befides fupported by a very numerous
fleet, particularly well adapted to the nature of the fervice.

Befides their military powers the General and Admiral were

appointed the commifTioners under the late A6t of Parliament,

for reflcring peace to the Colonies, and for granting pardon

to fuch as fhould deferve the Royal mercy.

The fituation of the army at Halifax, and the long flay of

above two months, which it was obliged to make there, flill

waiting the arrivaloffome of the reinforcements from England
to enable it to go upon fervice, was neither pleafing to the

General nor comfortable to the men. 7 he country was in

no fituation to afford them a fufficient fupplv of provTion^. or .

necefTaries ; nor was the place even capable of providing

quarters on fiiore, for the private m/cn, who were obliged to

continue on board the fhips during the whole of their flay.

As the fummer advanced, the General grew impatient at

N 2 the
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1776. the delay, and was probably further urged by the fcarcity of

<.—v-^ provifions. He accordingly, without waiting for his brother,

or the expeded reinforcements, departed with Admiral

^.f^"'^^' Shujdham, and the fleet and army, from Halifax, about
with the

^Y^Q loih of June, and near the end of the month, arrived

f
'^"y*

at Sandy Hook, a point of land that ftands at the entrance

Halifax ^"^° ^^^^ confluence of founds, roads, creek?, and bays,

which are formed by New-York, Staten, and Long Iflands,

the continent on either fide, with the North and Rarelon

rivers.

On their paflage they were joined by fix tranfports with

Is joined Highland troops on board, uho were feparated Irom feveral

by fix of their companions in the voyage. It appeared foon after,

tranf- that fome of the mifilng fliips, with about 450 foldiers, and
ports feveral officers, were taken by the American cruizers. The
^'^^ General found every approachable part of the ifland ofNew-
troops.

Yorii fiiongly fortified, defended by a numerous artillery,

and guarded by little lefs than an array. The extent of

Long-Ifiand did not admit of its being fo flrongly fortified,

or fo well guarded ; it was, however in a powerful fiate of

defence ; had an encampment of confiderable force on the

end of the ifiand near New- York, and feveral works thrown

up on the mod acceffible parts of the coaft, as well as at the

ftrongeft internal pafTes.

Staten Ifland, being of lefs value and confequence, was
.^"v 3d-

i^fg attended to. The General landed on the ifland without
They oppofition, to the great joy of thofe of the inhabitants who had
land at fuffered for their loyalty ; and the troops being cantoned in

Staten
^j^g villages received plenty of thofe refrefliments which they

jfland,
^^ rauch wanted. He was met by Governor Tryon, with

and a)e
j-g^^j-^j ^^jj aflFe^led gentlemen who had taken refuge with

th
' h ' ^^"^ ^" board a fhip, at Sandy Hook, who gave him a full

feveral
' ^<^count of the flate and difpofition of the Province, as well

IcyaJifls. ^^ ^^ ^^^ ftrength of the enemy. He had the fatisfadion of

being joined by about fixty perfons from New-Jerfey, who
came to take arms in the royal caufe, and about 200 of the

militia of the ifland were embodied for the fame purpofe ;

v/hich afforded the pleafing profpe61:, that when the army
was in force to march into the country and protect the roy-

alifls, fuch numbers would join il, as would contribute not

a little to bring the prefent troubles to a fpeedy conclufion.

24. Lord Howe arrived at Halifax, about a fortnight after his

] ] H hrother's departure, from wlience he proceeded to Staten-

niT'vesai ^^-^^'^^ wliere he ariivcd before the middle of July. Hisfiifl:

linlifnx. a £t w.-.s to fend sfb.ore, by a fla^', a Ci7'cuhr Letter to the

feveral
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Several late Governors of the Colonies, acquainting them 1776.
with his civil and military powers, and defiring that they ^^/-^
would publifh, as generally as pofTible for the information of circular
the people, a Declaration which accompanied the letter. In letter

this piece he informed the people of the powers of which his fent by
brother and he were endued under the late ad of parliament, Ld. Ho'zvi

of granting general or particular pardons to all thole, who, in to the

the tumult and difafter of the times, might have deviated from Continent.

their jufl: allegiance, and who were willing by a fpeedy return

to their duty, to reap the benefits of the royal favour, and of
declaring any colony, province, county, town, port, din:ri<£l:,

or place, to be at the peace of his Majefty ; in which cafe,

the penal provifions of that law w^culd ceafe in their favour.

It alfo promifed that a due confideration fhould be had to the

fervices of all perfons who contributed to the reftoration of the

public tranquility.

Thefe papers being immediately forwarded by General Re-pub-

Wafhington to the Congrefs, were as fpeedily publifhed by h'ilied by

them in all the news-papers, with a preface or comment of ^^^ ^°^"

their own, in the form of a Refolulion ; that the publication S^^^^*

was in order that the people of the united flates might be in-

formed of what nature are the commiflioners, and what the
terms, with the expectation of w^hich the court of Great-
Britain had endeavoured to amufe and difarm them ; and that

the few who ftill remained fufpended by a hope founded either

in the juftice or moderation of that court, might now at length

be convinced, that the valour alone of their country is to

fave its liberties.

At and about the fame time, different flags were fent Letter to

a-fhore by Lord Howe, accompanied by fome of his officers. General

with a letter direcEted to George Wafliington, Efq; which ''^^P^^g'

that General refufed to receive, as not being addrefled with f^^^'
^^ "

the title, and in the form, due to the rank which he held un- ^

der the United States. The Congrefs highly applauded the

dignity of this conduQ: in a public refolution paffed for the

purpofe ; by which they direded for the future, that none
of their commanders fhould receive any letter or meflage
from the enemy, but fuch as would be direded to them
in the charaders which they refpedively fufl:ained. p .

At length, adjutant-General Paterfon was fent to New- " ^7

York by General Howe, with a letter addrefled to George
[v^ttTi

Wafliington, &rc. &c. &c. That General received him with jj^. q^^^
great politenefs, and the ufual ceremony of blindfolding, in Paterfon
pafling through the fortifications, was difpenfed with in his zndGen.
favour. The Adjutant regretted in the name of his princi- JVaJlAng-

pals, ton..
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pals, the difficulties which had arifen with refpe6l tc addref-

fmg the letter ; declaring their high efteem for his perfon and

character, and that they did not mean to derogate from the

refpect due to his rank ; and ihat it was hoped the et cetera's

would remove the impediments to their correfpondence.

The general replied, that a letter dire6i:ed to any perfon in a

public character lliould have feme defcription or indication of

it, otherwife it would appear a mere pri^'ate letter ; that it

was true the et cetera's implied every thing, but they alfo

implied any thing ; and that he fhould abfolutely decline any

letter direded to him as a private perfon, when it related to

his public ftation.

A long conference enfuedon the fubje6i of prlfoners, and

the complaints which were made on both Tides, particularly

by the Congrefs, relative to the treatment they received. The
Adjutant having obfervec that the com.miiTioners were armicd

ivirh great powers ; that they would derive the greatefl plea-

lui-e from efFeclinganaccommodation; and that himfelf wifh-

ed to have that vifit confidered as making the firft advance

towards that defirable obje6l; he received for anfwer, a-

morg ether thirgs, that by what had appeared, their powers

were only to grant pardons ; that thoie who had committed

no fault wanted no pardon \ and that they themfelves were
only defending what they deemed their indifputable right.

The Adjutant was received by General Wadiington in great

military (late, and the utmoft politenefs was obferved on
both fides.

Plots at Some fmall time previous to the arrival of the fleet and
NenvJork arm^y, plots in favour of the royal caufe were difcovered in
and Al- ]S'ew-York and Albany, which were productive of much
bany. trouble. Some few executions took place, great numibers

were ccnnned, and many abandoning their houfes, under the

operations of their fears, were purfued as outlaws, and ene-

mies to their country. The eflates of thofe unfortunate peo-
Congrefs p]e, againft whom there weie proofs, were fti^^ed. In the
eltabhih meantime, nev*^ forms of government, (under the ufual title
new of Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, &c.*) were

rnis
cftablifhed in all the colonies, they deeming the former Ar-

ment
" nicies ini'"ufficient to co-operate with their new fyftem of Inde-

pendence. Thefe Articles, as well as the Declaration of
Independence were publiflied in all the colonies, and every

* The reader will fee thefe Articles inferted at large at the clofe

of this chapter,

where
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where received and accompanied with the greateft public tefll-

monials of joy. This confidence and boldnefs in the midfl

of fo untried and dangerous a druggie, and at the eve of To for-

midable an invafion, {hewed either great prefumption, a

knowledge of internal ftrength, or a certainty of foreign fup-

port at a period which appeared alarming.

The firft divifion of Heflians, with the Britifh troops by
whom they were accompanied, failed dire6tly from England -^"^'^i-

to Halifax, as Lord Howe had done, being flill ignorant of <^"^yor-

the general's departure from that place. By this means the p^ ^°"^

month of Auguft was confiderably advanced before their arri- g • •

val at New- York, and it was of courfe fome days longer be-
arrive at

fore any expedition of importance could be undertaken by the New-
commifTioners. In the mean time they were joined by Sir York.
Petsr Parker and General Clinton, with the fquadron and for-

ces for South Carolina, as well as by fome regiments from
Florida and the Weft Indies.

All the forces being now arrived, except about one half

of the Heflians, who though on their way, were not fpee-

dily expeO^ed, an attempt upon Long-lfland was refolved

upon, as being m,ore praflicaljle, and therefore better fitted

for the firft effay than New-York, as affording a greater

fcope for the difplay of military (kill and experience, and as

abounding with thofe fupplies which fo great a body of men
as were now afTembled by fea and land necefTarily demanded.

The necefTary meafures being taken by the fleet for cover- Aug. 22.
ing the defcent, the army was landed without oppofition

rear Utrecht and Gravefend, on the fouth-weft end of the Army

ifland, and not far from the Narrows where it approaches J^n'^^d at

clofeft to Staten- Ifland. General Putnam was at that time 7j?"^"

with a ftrong force encamped at Brookland or Brooklyn, at ^" '

a few miles diftance, on the North coaft, where his works
covered the breadth of a fmall Peninfula, having what is

called the Eaft River, which feparated him from New-York
on his left ; a marfh, which extended to Gowan's Cove, on
his right ; with the bay and Governor's Ifland to his back.

The armies were feparated by a range of hills covered with

wood, which interfe£t the country From eafl, to weft, and

are, in that part called the Heights of Guana. The direct

ro^d to the enemy lay through a village called Flat Bufh,

where the hills commenced, and near which was one of the

moft important pafTes. As the army advanced, the north

coaft was to the left, the fouth on the right, and Flat Bufti

was nearly in the center between both. The Ifland in that

part is kept narrow by Jamaica bay, on the right, but foon

widens.
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widens. General Putnam had detached a confiderable part

of his arniy to occupy the woody hills, and poffefs the paf-

fes ; and if the commanders upon this fervice had been fkil*
Poiinon

^y| and vigilant, they could not have been eafily paffcd.

p .^ . Lord Cornwallis pu{hed on immediately, with the referve,

j
J and fomc other troops, to Flat Bulh, where finding the ene-

Britilli "^y '" poffefTion of the pafs, he complied with his orders in

armies making no attempt upon it. When the whole army was

previous landed, the Heflians, under General Heifter, compofed the

to the at- center at Flat Bufh ; Major General Grant commanded the

taclc on left wing, which extended to the coaft ; and the principa)

that Ifl- army, containing much the greater part of the Britifh for-

and, ces, under the command of General Clinton, Earl Percy,

and Lord Cornwallis, turned fhort to the right, and ap^

preached the oppofite coaft at Flat Land,

Every thing being prepared for forcing the hills, and ad*

vancin-? towards the enemies lines. General Clinton, at the

head of the van of the army, confining of the light infantry,

grenadiers, hght horfe, referve under Lord Cornwallis, and

other corps wuh fourteen field pieces, began as foon as it

was dark on the night of the 26th, to move from Flat

Land, and pafling through that part of the country called

the New Lots, arrived upon the road which croflTes the hills

from Bedford to Jamaica, where turning to the left towards^

the former of thefe place?, they feized a pafs of the utmoft

importance, which through fome unaccountable and fatal ne-

glect of the enemy's Generals, was left unguarded. The
main body under Lord Percy with ten field pieces, followed

the van at a moderate diftance, and the way being thus hap-

pily open, the whole army pafled the hills without noife or

impediment, and defcended by the town of Bedford into the

level country which lay between them and Putnam's lines.

Au9. 27. The engas^ement was begun early in the morning by the

Heflians at Flat Bufh, and by General Grant on the coaft,
^^^ and a warm cannonade, with a brilk fire of fmall arms, was

commen-
^^gerly fupported on both fides for fome hours. In the mean
time, the (hips made feveral motions on the left, and attack-

ed a battery on Red Hook, not only to diilra6i the right

of the enemy, who v/ere engaged with General Grant,

but to call off their attention totally from the left and rear,

where all their danger lay» Thofe who oppofed the HefTi-

ans in the left were the firfi: apprized of the march of the Bri^

tifharmy, and of their own danger. They accordingly re-

treated in large bodies, and in tolerable order, with their ar-

tillery, in order to recover their camp, but foon found them-

felve?

pes.
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felves intercepted by the King's troops, who furioufiy attack- 1 7 76.

ed, and drove them back into the woods. There they again v—%-*^

met the Hefllans, and were alternately chafed and intercept-

ed by the light infantry and dragoons. In thefe defperatc

circumftances, fome ot the regiments, overpowered and out-

rumbered as they were, forced their way to the lines, thro'

all the difficulties and dangers that oppofed and fiirrounded

them. Others, perhaps rot lefs bra\e, perifhed in the at-

tem.pt. Some kept the woods and efcaped ; others, lefs for-

tunate, were loil under the fame prote6tion. The nature of

the country, and variety of the ground, occafioned a conti-

nuance and extentoin of fmall engagements, purfuits» and

Ilaughter, which lafled for many hours.

Never was any body of men more effectually entrapped : Ameri-
their right, which was engaged with General Grant on the cans de-

coafl, were fo late in their knowledge of what v. as palfing, feated

that they were intercepted in their retreat by fome of the with

Britifh troops, who, befides turning the hiils on their left, g^^«f

had in that morning traverfed the whole extent of country in "^"S"^^^

their rear. Such of thefe as did rot chufe to take to the woods,

which were the greater number, were obliged to throw them-
felves into the marfh at Gowar/s Cove, which we have al-

ready taken notice of, \vhere many were drowned, and o-

thers perifhed more miferably in the mud : a confiderable

number, however, made their efcape this way to the line?,

though they were thinned in every part of the ccurfe bv the

fire of the purfucrs.

Their lofs was reprefented as exceeding 3000 men, inclu- An ac-
ting about 1000 who were taken prifoners. Almcfla whole count of
regiment from Maryland, confifting altogether of young men the killed

of the bed families in the country, was cut to pieces. Un- J^f'd

xloubtedly their lofs mufl: have been great, though they do wound'J,

not acknowledge any fuch number in their accounts, as that ^'^^ ^'""^

fpecified in the underneath return, * tranfmitted to govern- c^P^^^es

ment by General Howe. ^^ ^^^^

^j^.^ armies.

Return of Prifoners taken on Long-IQand, 27th Auguft, 177^

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

Three Generals Three Colonels.

Major Gen. Sullivan, Penfilvania rifle regiment, x

Brig. Gen Lord Stirling, mufketeers, x

Brig. Gen. Udell, New J erfey militia, i

Four
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1776» This a£llon however broke their fpirits exceedingly. They
^--v^ not only loft a number of their befl and braved men, but the

' furvivors

Brought over

Four Lieut. Colonels.

Penfilvania ritie regiment.

miiiiia

I 7th Contlnenlal regiment

Three Majors.

Penfilvania Militia

17th CoiiUntntal regiment

22d ditto.

Eighteen Captains.

Penfilvania ift reg.

muflceteers
"• militia

17th Continental reg.

Train of artillery

Maryland Provincials

Forty-three Lieutenants,

Provincial rifle reg.

Penfilvania mufketeers

militia

17th Continental reg.

1 Delaware battalion.

2 I ft Bat. New York Conti.

I 1 ilh Bat. Coniinental

New Jerfey Militia

I ift Bat. Maryland indep.

I Long-lfland militi?.

1 Train of artillery

Maryland provincials

2 Eleven Enfi^ns.

4 Penfilvania mufketeers

5 17th Continental reg.

4 Maryland Provincials

1 STAFF.
2 Adjutant i

Surgeons 3

II Volunteers 2
I Privates 1 006
6 . .

49
6
2

5
I

I

2

2

I

5

4
5
2

— 1097

49 (Signed) JOS. LORING.

Return of BRASS and IRON Ordnance ^ taken in this engagement.

BRASS.
1 Five-and- half-inch howitzer

4 Six-pounders

I Threc-pcunder.

IRON.
6 Thirty-two-pounders.

1 Twenty-four-pounder

4 Eighteen-pounders

3 Twelve- pounders

2 Nine-pounders

8 Six-pounders

3 Three-pounders.

Total of Ordnance, 32 pieces.

A qua^itity of fhot, fhells, am-
munition, intrenching tools,'

fmall arms, a number of long

pikes, ammunition carts, and
many other articles not afcer-

tained.

(Signed) W. HOWE.

Return of the killed^ tvmndeJ, and f^^JJing of his Majefiy's forces^

KILLED.
Cap. Sir A. Murray, 17th reg.

Lieut. Col. Grant, 40th
Cap. Nelfon, 5 2d

Cap. Logan, 2d reg marines.

Second Lieut. Lovell, roy. arlil.

3 Serjeants

53 Rank and File
*

WOUNDED.
Lieut. Morgan, 17th reg.

Capt. Grove, 23d ditto

Lieut. Crammond, 42d ditto.

Lieut. Mair, 43d ditto.

Lieut. Weir, of ditto

Cap. Brown, 44th ditto.

Cap. Kennedy of ditto.

Lieut,
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Jurvivors loft that hope cf fucctfs, and confidence in their 177^.
own provvefs, v. hlch are fo euential to victory. New foldi- »^—v

—

^

crs, in the tulnefs of fpirits and pride of bodily flrength, can

fcarcely conceive any advantage over them, which the old

can derive iroai dlfcipline and a knov^'edge of their bufiiieU.

And if they are vv-ell commanded, and ikilfuily led to action

in this temper, fo that their opponents are deprived of an op-

portunity of turning thefe advaritages 10 account, they will

do wonderful execution : for not being yet capable of thorough-

iy comprehending dan2:er, nor having known by experiencti

th.e pain and vexation of wounds, they are often more daring,

adventurous, and violent than veterans. But if, as in the

prefent inftance, they find courage, and ftrength totally ufe-

lefs ; that when they are making the greateft, and, as they

think, moft efie8.ual efforts they find them all thrown away,
and that they are furroundedj overpowered, and dellroyed,

by means which they cannot iinderftand, they withdraw all

due confidence from thofe things on which they had before

placed too much, and afcribe an irrefidible power to milita-

ry (kill and difcipline, which they do not really pofiels. Thus
they abandon their natural ftrength, and it will be fome time

before they have confidence enough in their new knowledge
to call it effeftually into a6tion.

Great errors feem to have been committed on the fide of
the provincial commanders. They fay, that a body ofnot more
than four or five thoufand men was furrounded by the v/holc

force ot the Britifli army. They endeavour to palliate their

mifcondufb in getting into thatfituation by reprefenting, that

they had no idea that more than about that number of Britiih

troops were landed on the ifland. It does appear as if no
more had landed in the firft embarkation, but either from a

Lieut. Brown of ditto,

Lieut, col. JVIonckton, 45th do.

Lieut. Powell, 49th ditto,

Lieut. Addlfon, 5 2d ditto.

Lieut. Nugent, ill reg. marines.

1 1 Serjeants

3 Drummers
531 Rank and File.

M I S S I N G.
Lt. Ragg, 2d reg. mar, prifoner.

J Serjeant,

29 Rank and File.

Total lofs of Britiih troops 347,

Hefiian Troops,

Major Paoli. ^ ^

Cap. O'Reilly. / |
Lieu. Donop. { ci,

23 Rank & file. J .^

2 Rank and file, killed.

Total lofs of HeUians, 28.

(Signed)

W. HOWE,

charge
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change or concealment of plan, very great bodies were after-

wards embarked and pafied. The provincials too, as ufual

with men in misfortunes, hinted treachery in fome of thofe

who were employed to difcover the motions of their enemy,
and to guard the pafles, by the occupying of which they had
been furrounded.

Nothing could exceed the fpirit and alacrity fiie\^n by all

the different corps of which the Britifh army was compofed
in this action. The ardour of the foldiers was fo great, that it

was with difficulty the Generals could call them off from at-

tacking the enemy's lines, in the eagernefs of their purfuit

after the fugitives. Nor is it improbable, in that temper,

that they would have carried every thing before them. It

may be fuppofed that the emulation between the foreign

troops and the Britifh did not leffen the defire of being dif-

tinguillied on either fide in this their firfl: a6tion. Too much
praife cannot be given to the ability which planned this en-

terprize, nor to the promptnefs and exaditude with which
the feveral Generals carried their refpedive parts of it into

execution.

Three of the provincial commanders ; viz. Major Gen.
Sullivan, with the Brigadiers General Lord Stirling* and U-
dell, and lo other field officers, were among the prifoners.

The lofs on the fide of the Britifh and Heffians was very

trifling, being under 380 in killed and wounded ; of which the

latter did not compole one-fifth. The vidlorious army encamp-
ed in the front of the enemy's works on that evening, and on
the 28th, at night, broke ground in form at 600 yards dift-

ancc from a redoubt which covered the enemy's left.

General

* As the name of the abovementioned Lord Stirling is not in the

jift either of Engliili, Scotch, or Irilh peers» the fGllowing ac-

count of him may be acceptable to our readers. His father, Mr.
Alexander, (for that is his real name) went over to America many
years ago, where he acquired a confiderable eftate, and where
the prelent Lord Stirling was, it is believed, born. Upon the

death of Lord Stirling, a Scotch Peer, whofe name was Alexan-

der, either the late or the prefent Mr. Alexander, came over to

England, and kid claim to the title; when the caufe was tried by

the Houfe of Lords, and the claim rejected ; the Lords forbid-

ding him to affumethe title on pain of being led round Weftmin-
fter-Hall, labelled as an itnpoftor : but ever fince, by the cour-

tefy of his countrymen, he has been diftinguiHied by the title of

Lord Stirling- The firtl Lord Stirling obtai*ied a grant of Long-
Idand ; was the firftthat fettled it with Britifh inhabitants; and

was at a great expence in fupporting them. He died in 1640.
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General Wafliington pafTed over from New York during

the engagement, and is (aid to have burft into a poignant ex-

clamation of grief when he beheld the inextricable deftrudion

in which fome of his beft troops were involved. Nothing was

now left, but to preferve the remainder of the army on Long-

Ifland. He knew that the fuperiour power of the royal artil-

lery would foon fdence their batteries, and that if their lines

were forced, which, in the prefent depreffion of fpirits, and

comparative weaknefs in number as well as difcipline, there

was little hope of preventing, they muft all be killed or taken.

If he attempted to flrengthen them by reinforcements from

New York, he hazarded the lofs of that ifland, which was

alreadv menaced on every fide, and kept in continual alarm

and apprehenfion by the fleet. A danger not lefs than any o-

ther was ftill to be confidered ; the men of war only waited

for a fair wind to enter and take pofielTion of the Eafl: river,

which would have totally cut off all communication between

the iflands. In this fituation, no hope remained but in a re-

treat ; a matter of no fmall difficulty and danger, under the

eye of fo vigilant an enemy, and with fo powerful an army,

fiuflied with fuccefs, clofe to their works. This arduous talk

was, however, undertaken, and carried into execution with

great ability by General Wafhington. In the night of the Retire ii-

29th, their troops were withdrawn from the camp and their lent!/

baggage, flores, and part of their artillery, were conveyed to fro^

the water-fide, embarked, and paffed over a long ferry to ^^^'^

New-York, with fuch wonderful filence and order, that our camp,
^

army did not perceive the leaft motion, and were furprifed ^^^ ^^"^

in the morning at finding the lines abandoned, and feeing the .^ ,

laft of the rear guard (or, as they fay, a party v/hich had re-

turned to carry off fome ftores that were left behind) in their

boats, and out of danger. Thofe who were beft acquainted

with the difnculty, embarraffment, noife, and tumult, which

attend even by day, and no enemy at hand, a movement of

this nature with feveral thoufand men, will be the firft to ac-

knowledge, that this retreat fhould hold a high place among

military tr:nifa£lions.

Soon after the retreat from Long-Illand, General Sullivan Cen.Sui-

was fcnt upon parole with a meffage from Lord Howe to the hvanfent

Congrefs. In this he ffated, that though he could not at "po" P^j"

prefent treat with that affembly as fuch, yet he was very de- ^'^'^ ^^^«

firous of having a conference with fome of their members,^ ^^
'

whom he would confider for the prefent only as private gen-
l^^qw^

tlemen, and would himfelf meet them at fuch place as they
^J ^1^^

(hould appoint. He h\d, that he had in conjundion with
Concriefs

the
^
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the General, full powers to compromife the difpute between

Great Britain and America, upon terms advantageous to

both, the obtaining of which had detained him near two

months, and prevented his arrival before the Declaration of
Independency took place. That he wilhed a compact might

he fettled at this tmie, when no declfive blow was ftruck, and

neither party could lay they were compelled to enter into

the agreement. That if the Congrefs uere difpofed to treat,

many things which they had not yet afked, might and ought

to be granted to them ; and that if upon the conference any

prcb.ible ground of an accommodation appeared, the autho-

rity of Congrefs mud be afterwards acknowledged, or the

compaQ: could not be complete.

The Congrefs returned for anfwer, th'at being the repre-

fentatives of the Free and Independent States of America,

they could not with propriety fend any of their members to

confer with him in their private characters ; but that ever

dt^rous of eftablifhingj peace on reafonable terms, they

v.-ould fend a committee of their body to know whether he

had any power to treat with perfons authorifed by Congrefs

for that purpofe, in behalf of America, and what that au-

thority Vv'as, and to hear fuch propoiliions as he ihould think

fit to make refpe£ling the fame.

Fruitlefs
^^' Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge, being ap-

confer- poii'>ted as a committee upon this occafion, vv^aited accord-

cnce be- ^"g^Y upon Lord Howe in Staten-lHand. The committee

tween f^ni up the account of th's conference, which they laid be-

hisLord- fore the Congrefs in the following words : " Upon the

fhip and whole, it did not appear to your committee, that his Lord-
a Coin- fliip's commifTion contained any other authority of impor-
inittee of tance than what is contained in the A61 of Parliament, viz.
the Con- fhat of granting pardons, with fuch exceptions as the Com-
grcls.

miflloners fhall think proper to make, and of declaring

America, or any part of it, to be in the King's peace upon

fubmiifion. For, as to the power of enquiring into the iiare

of America, which his Lordfhip mentioned to us, and of

conferring and confulting with any perfon the Commiflioners

might think proper, and reprefenting the refult of fuch con-

verfations to the miniflry, (who provided the Colonies

would fubjeCl themfelves) might after all, or might not, at

their pleafure, make any alterations in the former inftruQ:i-

ons to^ Governors, or propofe in Parliament any am.endment

of the a6:s complained of, we apprehend any expectation

from the efftCt of fuch a power would have been too uncer-

tain
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tain and precarious to be relied on by America, had ihe dill

continued in her ftate of dependence/*

In this manner the hopes of negociation by the commifli-

oners ended. They endeavoured to make amends for their

failure in their civil capacity by the vigour of their military-

operations. The royal army being now divided from the

ifland of New-York only by the Eaft river were impatient

to pafs that narrow boundary. They pofted themfelves

along the coaft wherever they could fee or front the enemy,
and ere6led batteries to anfwer, if not to filence theirs. A
fleet, confiding of confiderably more than 300 fail, inclu-

ding tranfports, covered the face of the waters, while the

fliips of war, hovering round the ifland, threatened deftruc-

tion to every part, and were continually engaged with one or

the other of the batteries by which it was furrounded. The
fmall iflands between the oppofite fhores were perpetual ob-
je^LS of conteft, until, by dint of well ferved artillery, the

aid of the fhips and the intrepidity of the troops, they fecu-

red thofe which were more necefTary for their future opera-

tions. Thus, an almoft conftant cannonade was kept up
for many days, and the troops who had fo lately efcaped

from the mofl: imminent danger, had little time to quiet

their apprehenfions.

Every thing being at length prepared for a defcent, feve- I'^^J^"'^

ral movements were made by the fhips of war in the North- S^I* ?

River, in order to draw the attention of the enemy to that ^ '^'^*

fide of the ifland. Other parts feemed equally threatened,

and increafed the uncertainty of the real obje^^s of the attack.

The feizure of the ifland of Montrefor, near Hell-gate, and
ere6ting a battery on it to filence one which the Provincials had
at Keren's Hook, feemed to indicate a defign of landing in

that part which was near the centre of New York Ifland.

. While the provincials were in this ftate of uncertainty, the g^^ -.j,

firft divifion of the army, under the command of General
Clinton, with Earl Cornwallis, Major General Vaughan, ^'^7 of

Brigadier General Leflie, and the Hefllan Colonel Doncp, ^^^'
,

embarked at the head of Newtown bay, which runs pretty
^°^'*^^^^~

deep into Long-Ifland, and where they were out of all view
^"*

of the enemy. Being covered by five fhips of war upon their

entrance into the river, they proceeded to Kepp's Bay, about
three miles North of New York, where being lefs expected
than in feme other places, the preparation for defence was
not fo great. The work?, however, were not inconfiderable,

nor deftitute of troops, but the fire from the (hips was fo in-

ceffant
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cefTant, and To well condaded, that they were foon ab^ridon-

ed, and the army landed without oppofition.

The enemy immediately abandoned the city of New York,
with their other polls in that part of the ifland, and retired

towards the north end, where their principal flrength lay.—

•

They were obliged to leave their artillery, which was confi-

derabie, and their military (lores, (of which, except powder^

there were plenty) behind. They fuftained feme lofs inflain^

and a greater in prifoners, as well in the retreat, as in the

fubfequent flcirmilhes which took place during the day. The
fore remembrance of their late lofs was frrongly vifible in e-

very part of their conduft, and their own accounts acknow-
ledged, that feveral of their regiments behaved ill.

A brigade of the Britifh army having taken poHeffion of

New York, the reft encamped not far from the centre of the

idand, with the right at Horen's Hook, on the Eafl: river,

and the left at the North river, near Bloomingdale ; thus oc*

copying the extent of the ifland from fhore to fhore, which

though about i6 miles in length, is not above one in breadth.

The enemy was very ilrong in the north of the ifland, where

they had great works ereSted, particularly at Kingfbridge,

by which their communication with the continent of New-
York was kept open, where the works were fo confiderable

on both fides of the paffage, that in their prefent ftate of

force, they Teemed to defy all attempts on either. Their

reareft encampment was on the heights of Harlem, at the

diftance cf about a mile and half. M*Gowan's pafs, and the

ilrong grounds called Morris's heights, lay between them and

Kingfbridge, and weredeienfible againft a very fuperior force.

In this fifuation of both armies, frequent fkirmifhes of courfe

happened, and it was found by degrees that their late appre»

henfions began to wear away.
Sep. 20, General Howe had not been many days in pofTeflion of

l^^ew- New York, when fome incendiaries, who probably had ftay-

York fet ed behind and concealed themfelves for that purpofe, being

on fire, determined, if pofTible, to prevent its being of any benefit

and to the conqueror, prepared combuflibles with great art and
alraofl ingenuity, and taking the advantage of dry v/eather and a
burnt. brjfk wind, fet fire to the city about midnight, in feveral

places at the fame time. Thus near a third of their beauti-

ful city was reduced to afhes, and nothing lefs than the cou-

rage and activity of the troops, as well as of the failors wha
were difpatched from the fleet, could have preferved any part

of the remainder. Many of the v/retches who were, as it is

faid.
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faid, concerned in this atrocious builnefs, being detected,

experienced a fummary juilice, and were precipitated by the

Fury of the foldiers into thofe fiames which they had them-
felves kindled.

The General perceiving that no attempt could be made on /^Ymy
the enemy upon the fu'e of New Yotk, which would not be pafTcs
attended wath great darger, without affording any equal proi- through
peel of fuccefs, determined at length upon a plan of opera- the dan-
tion, which would either oblige them to quit their prefent gerous

ftrong fituation, or render their perfeverance in holding it navig-atf-

extremely dangerous. For this purpofe the greater part of O'^f'alled

the army being embarked in fiat boats and other fmall craft HeU-^atef

proper for the icrvice, pafled fuccefsfully through the danger- OiJt. 12th
ous navigation of Hell-gate, which forms a communication ,

between the Eaft river and :he Sound, and landed at Frog's- t ,

^^

Neck, near the town of Weft Chefter, which lies on that v[°^*
part of the continent belonging to New York, upon the fide

of ConneQ:icut.

Earl Percy, with two brigades of Britifti troops, and one of
HefTian, continued in the lines near Harlem to cover New-
York. Though this movement was highly judicious in the
prefent critical (late of things, it feems as if it would have been
extremely dangerous if General Wafhington had commanded
a veteran army on whofe performance he could rely, ard that

the corps under Lord Percy would in that cafe have been in

great danger. It is, however, tobe obferved, that the povi--

crful fltet which lurrcunded that narrow ifland, would
have afforded fhelter and protection in almoft any fi.uation to

which they could have been rtduced. This fleet was of in-

finite fervice in all the operations ot ihe campaign. In ^hia

the inferiority of the provincials was mod feh, being totally

deftitute of any force of that nature

The army was detained for feme days at Frog*s Neck,
waiting for the arrival of the provifions and (lores, and of a

reinforcement which was drawn from Staten Ifland. They
then proceeded through Pelham's Manor to Nevv Rochvlle,

which lie? on the coaii of ti e Sound, as that < hannel lo call-

ed, which feparates tliC continent from Long-Ifland At thif

place they were joined to a greater part of a regiment of

light horfe from Ireland, one of the tranfports having been
taken in the paffage They were alfo joined by a fecond ci-

vifion ci Hefiians under General Knyphaufen, with a regiment
of Waldeckers, both of which had arrived at New York
fince the departure of the army from thence.

O The
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The firfl objed of this expedition was to cut off the com-

munication between Wafhington and the Eaflern Colonies
;

and then, if this measure did not bring him to an engage-

ment, to enclofe him on all fides in his faftneff-S on the North

end of York-lfland. The King's troops were now marters

of the lower road to Conne8:icut and Bofton ; but to gain

tiie uppvT it was neceflary to advance to the high grounds

called the White Plains; a rough, ftony, and mountainous

trad ; which, however, is only part of the afcent, to a

country ftiU higher, rougher, and more difficult. Upon the

departure of the army to the higher country, it was deemed

nee effary to leave the fecond divifion of Heflians, with the

Waldeck regiment, at New Rochelle, as well to preferve

the communications, as to fecure the fupplies and provifions

and neccffaries that were to arrive at that port. Indeed the

army was now io powerful, that it was enabled to fupport

every fervice.

General Wafhington was not inattentive to the danger of

his fiiuatiori. He faw, that if he contirued where he was,

he would at length be compelled to commit the whole for-

tune of the war, and the fafeiy of all the Colonies to the

hazard of a general engagement ; a decifion, of which he

had everv caufe to apprehend the event, and in which a de-

feat would be finiil, as there could fcarcely be a pofTibility of

retreat. His army likewife, which had been difheartened by

their late misfortunes, was then much reduced by ficknefs,

which the feverity of the fervices, indifferent quarters, in-

fufficiert cloathing, the want of fait and other neceffaries,

joined to a fl .venlinefs generally prevalent in America, had

rendered gei eral, and very fatal m his camp

A grand movement was accordingly made, by which the

army was formed into a line of fmall, detached, and en-

trenched camps, which occupied every height and ftrong

ground from Valentine's H.ll not far from Kingfbridge, on

the right, to the White Plains, and the upper road to Con-

rie£ticut, on the left. In this pcfition they faced the whole

line of march of the King's troops at a moderate diftance,

the deep river B unx covering their front ; and the North

river at fome diftance in their rear, whilfl: the open ground

to the laft afforded a fecure paffage for their ftoresand bag-

gage to the upper country. A garrifon was left for the

protection of Fort Wafhington, the lines of Harlem and

Kingfb ridge.

In this fituation of the enemy, General Howe thought it

ne-
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neccflary to proceed with great circumfpection. The pro-

grels was llow, the march of the army dole, the encamp-
ments compatt, and well guarded with artillery, and the

moil foldier-ltke caution uied in every refpe6t. 'This did

not reftrain the enemy from fendinor parties o\er the Brunx
to impede their march, which occafioned feveral IkiTni flies,

in which the royal army were generally fuccefsful. Upon
the approach of the army to the White Plains, the enemy
quitted their detached camps along the Biunx, and joining

their left, took a ftrong ground of encampment before the

Britifh on the former.

Every thing being prepared for bringing the enemy to ac--

tion, the army marched early in the morning in two columns Sep. 28.

towards the White Plains, the left being commanded by .

.

General Heifter. Before noon, all the enemies advanced
^^^'"'"^"^

• 3.t Imp
parties being driven back to their worki by the Light Infan- Ax/h't

try and Heffian ChafTeurs, the army formed, with the right plain
upon the road from Marm.oroneck, at about a mile's dif-

tance from their center,, and the left to the Brunx, at about
the lame diftance from the right flank of their intrenchments.

A body of the enemy poflefled an advantageous ground,
that was feparated from the right flank by the Brunx, and
which alfo by its windings, covered that corps m front froin

the left of our army. As this pod would have been of great

confequence in attacking that flank of the entrenchments.

Brigadier General Leflie, with ihe fecond brigade of Britifh

troops, the Kefiian grenadiers under Colonel Donop, and a
battalion of that corps, were ordered 10 diflodge the enemy.
Previous to their attack, Colonel Ralle, who commanded a
brigade of the Heflians on the left, had paffed the Brunx,
and gained a poft, which enabled him to annoy the enemies
flank, while they were engaged with the other forces in

front.

Though the paffage of the river was difficult, it was per-

formed with the greatefl; i'pirit, and the 28th, and 35th regi-

ments, being the firft that paffed, formed with the greateft

fl:eadineis, under the enemies fire on the oppofite fide ; they

then afcended a fteep hill, in defiance of all oppofition, and
rufliing on the enemy, foon routed, and drove them
from their works. No lefs alacrity was (liewn by the other

troops in fupporting thefe two regiments. The gaining of

this important pofl: took up a confiderable time, which was
prolonged by the enemy's fl:ill fupportiiig a broken and fcat-

tered engagement in defence of -the adjoining walls and

hedges. In the evening, the Hefllan grenadiers were ordered

O 2 forward
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forward upon the heights within cannon fhot of the entrench-

ments, the 2d brigade of Britifh formed in their rear, and

the two Heflian brigades, on the left of the fecond. The
right and center of the army did not remove from the ground

upon which they had formed. In that pofition the whole

army lay upon their arms during the night, with a full in-

tention and in the higheft expedation, of attacking the ene-

mv*s camp the next morning.

It was perceived in the morning that the enemy had drawn

back their encampment in the night, and had greatl) ftreng-

thened their lines by additional works. Upon this account

the attack was deferred, and it was thought neceflary to wait

for the arrival of the 4th brigade* and ot two battalions of

the 6th, which had been left with Lord Percy at New York.

iJpon the arrival of thefe troops, the neceflary difpofitions

were made in the evening, for attacking the enemy early on
the lafl: of O6t:ober ; but an extreme wet night and morning

prevented this defign from being carried into execution.

In the mean time, General Wafhington had not the leafl:

intention of venturing an engagement, whilft there was a pof-

fibility of its being avoided. He knew that delay was in fomc
fort vi^lory to him. That fmall actions, which could not in

the leaft affeft the public fafety, would more effe6lu ally train

his men to fervice, and inure them to danger, than a general

action, which might in one day decide their own, and the

fate of America. It muft be acknowledged, that in the courfc

of thi^. campaign, and more particularly in this part of it,

he fully performed the part of no mean commander.
The American aicounts fay, that upon our covering four

or fiw batteres v/ith a powerful artillery, preparatory to an
attackj tcgeti.er wuh the General's knowledge that by turn-

ing his camp, the BMtifh might become poftcfied of hills at

his back Vvhich totally commanded it, he found it neceflary

to charge 1 is pcfition. He accordingly quitted his camp on
the night of the ift of November, and took higher grounds
towards the North Caftle diflrifit, having firfl: fet fire to the

town or village of White Plains, as well as to a'l the houles

and forges near the lines. The Britifh army on the text day-

took poifeffon of their entrenchment.

Genera! Howe feeing that the enemy could not be enticed

to an entragement, and that the rature of the country did not'

admit of theif being forced to it, determined not to lofetime
in a fiuitlels purfuit, and to take this opportunity of driving
them our of their flrcrg holds in York Ifland ; an operation
which their army could not nov/ poflibly prevent. For this

purpofe.
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purpofe. General Knyphaufen crofled the country from New
Rochelle, and having taken poffeiTion of King's Bridge with-

out oppofition, entered York Ifland, and took his ftation to

the north of fort Walhington, to which the provincials had

retired at his approach.

Fort Wafhington lies to the weft of New York Ifland, not

far from King's Bridge, near Jeffery's Hook, and almoft fa-

cing Fort Lee on the Jerfey fide, from which it was fepara^-

ted by the North R.iver. This work, though not contempt
tible, was not fufficient to refill heavy artillery ; and it was
by no means of a fufficient extent for any other purpofe than

the ilrengtheningof lines. But the fituation was extremely

ftrong, and the approaches difficult.

The army having returned flowly by the North River, en- A gener-

camped on the heights of Fordham, at a moderate diflance al aflauk

from King's Bridge, with the river on its right, and the againft

Brunx on the left. Every thing being prepared for attacking ^"'"'^

the Fort, and the commander, Colonel Magaw, refufing a z*'^'"-

fummons to furrender, and declaring he would defend it to ^^^ °"*

the lad extremity, a general aflault was determined upon, as Nov. ij.

faving the time that would be loft: in regular approaches.

The garrifon confifted of near 3000 men, and the ftrong

grounds round the Fort were covered with lines and works.

Four attacks were made at the lame time. The firft, on the — i6tk. •

North fide, was conduced by the General Knyphaufen, at

the head of two columns cf Heftians and VValdeckers. The
fecond on the Eaft, was led on by Brigadier General Ma-
thew, at the head of the ift and 2d battalions of light infan-

try, and two battalions of guards, fupported by Lord Corn^
wallis with the ift and 2d battalions of grenadiers, and 33d
regiment. Thefe forces crolTed the Eaft river in flat boats,

and as the provincial works there extended the breadth of the

Ifland, redoubts and batteries were erected on the oppofite

fliore, as well to cover the landing of the troops, as to annoy
thofe works u'hich were near the water. The third attack,

which was principally intended as a feint, to diftra6t the e-

nemy, was ccndn6^ed by Lt. Col. Sterling, with the 4 2d regi-

ment, who pafled the Eaft River lower down,. between the

2d and 4th attacks. The laft attack was made by Lord Per-

cy with the corps which he commanded on the fouth of the

Ifland, All the attacks were fupported with a numerous,

powerful, and well ferved artillery.

The HeflTians under General Knyphaufen had a thick wood
to pafs, where the provincials were very advantageoufly poft-

cd, and a warm engagement was continued for a confiderable

time^
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time, in which the former were much expofed, and behaved

with . rea' firmnefs and br^ivery. In the mean time the light

i. fanlry Irndei;. and were expofed both before and after to a

very bn(k and continual fire from the provincials, who were

themfelvcs covered by the rocks and trees among which they

were pofted. The former however with their ufual alcitnefs

an•^ aft'vi y, extricated themfelvcs by clambering up a very

fleep and Tough mountain, when they foon difperfed the ene-

my and made way for the landing of the reft of the troops

without cpp fition. During thele tranfa6tions, Lord Percy

having carried an advanced work on his fide, Col. Sterling

was ordered to attempt a landing, and two battalions of the

2d. brigade to fupport him. This fervice was effefled by the

Colonel with great bravery. We advanced his boat? through

a very heavy fire, v^hich they bore with thegreatefl firmnefs

and pcrfeverarce, and forcing his way up a Oeep height,

gained the fummit, and took 170 prifoners, noiwithftanding

a bold and good defence made by the enemy.

In the n ean time Colonel Ralie, who led the right column
of Genet al Knyphaufen's attack, having forced the provinci-

als, alter a ccnfiderable oppofition, from that flrong poft, in

hts line, pufhed forward to their works, and lodged his co-

lumn within an hundred yards of the forti and being foon

alter joined by the General with the left column, who had at

length ovcrcom.e the impediments which he met with in the

^ ,( wood, the p-arrifon furrendered prifoners of war. The lofs
Garrifon ,' /v, . »

,

.• j . .1

f re - ^" either iide was not m any degree proportioned to the

der pri-
^^^^mth, length, and variety of the action. The quantity

fonersof of gunpowder found in the Fort was utteily inadequate to the

war, purpofe of alm>oft the Ihcrteft defence. How fo large a bo-

dy was left with fo poor a provifion, is extremely unacount-

able. But the narrative pf all thefe tranfadions is hitherto

very imperfe6l:.

Upon this acquifition, a ftrong body of forces under the

command ol Lord Cornwallis was paffed over the North Ri-

ver in order to take Fort Lee and make a further iinpreiTion
Fort Lee in the Jerfey's. The garrifon of 2000 men, had a narrow
taken, efcape, by abandoning the Fort juft before his lordfhip's ar-
and great

J.- ^g)^ leaving their artillery, ffores, tents, and every thing

^^
° behind. The Britifh troops afterwards overrun the greater

fevsover- P^^^ ^^ both the Jerfeys without oppofition, the provincials

run.
every v/hcre flying before them ; and at length extended their

winter cantonments from New Brunfwick to the Delaware,
If they had any means of paiTing that river ppon their firft

arrival in its neighbourhood, there feems little doubt, confi-

dcring
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dering the confternation and difmiy which then prevailed a-

mong the provinci Is, that they might eafily have become
mafters of the city of Phil delphia ; but the former, very pru-

dently, either deftroyed the boats, or remove>l them out of

the way.

During thefe fuccefles in the Jerfeys, General Clinton, Rhode-
with two brigades of Britifh, and two ot Hefllan troops, with Ifland

a fquadron of (hips of war under the command of Sir Peter taken.

Parker, were fent to make an attempt upon Rhode liland.

In this enterprize they fucceeded beyond expe6fation. The
provincials having abandoned the Ifland at theii approach, ^^' ^

they took pofleffion of it without the lofs of a man ; at the

fame time that they blocked up Hopkins's fquadron which
was in the harbour of Providence, on the adjoining Conti-

nent. The fquadron and troops continued here during the

winter, where they had better quarters than any other of

the King's forces. Hitherto the Royal army had fucceeded

in every objeft fince their landing at Staten-Ifland. The
Provincial army, befides the lofs by fword, by captivity, and

by defertion, began to dwindle to very fmall numbers, from
the nature of their military engagement. They were only

enhfted for a year; and the Colonifts, who were but little

ufed to any reftraint, very ill brooked, even fo long an ab-

fence from their families. At the expiration of the term,

but few were prevailed upon to continue in fervice. Every
thing feemed to promife a decifive event in favour of the

royal arms, and a fubmiffion of fome of the principal colo-

nies w as hourly expelled.

In page 171, the following particulars relative to Captain ^ fingu«
Morris, of the Briftol man of war, fhould have been intro- lar in-

duced. We fhall therefore give them here, as communica- ilance of

ted by the furgeon of the (hip. After having the two bones real cou-

of his fore arm fhattered by a chain fhot, and receiving a rage,

wound from a ball in his neck, he was taken into the cock-

pit, where he readily fubmiited to amputation, which was

performed juft above the elbow. During the operation a

red-hot ball went through the cockpit, which killed two of

the furgeon*s aiTiflants, and wounded the purfer. After the

confufion which this circumftance occafioned was over, cap.

Morris infifted on being carried on the quarter-deck to re-

fume his command ; which being complied with, he con-

tinued the fight for a confiderable time after, till he was (hot

through the body A prodigious efFufion of blood following,

and his diflolution being apparently at hand, one of the offi-

cers a(ked him, if he had any diredions tp give with refpeft

19
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to his family, to which he heroically anfwered, *' None !

—

as he left them to the providence ot God, and the generofity

of his country !" His Majefty accordingly, immeciiattly on

receiving an account of this affair, fent the captain's v/idow

an handfome prelent, and fettled a penfion on her and her

children.

In the courfe of this year, and fome little time after the

Artlclei Declaration ofIndependence , the Congrels publifhed the follow-
of Con-

jpig ^i-ticlet) of Confederation and perpetual Union between
federati-

jj^^ g^^^^^ ^^^ Neiv-Hampjhirey Majfachufetfs-Bay, Rhode-
^''^'

'"j Ifland, Conne^icut, New-York, Penjyhania, the Counties of
•

, Neivcaflley Kent, zrd Suffex, on Delaware-River, Alary-

Od 4th ^^^^f Plr^inia, North-Carolina^ South-Carolina, and Georgia.

After havin^ been long weighed and difcuffed, hne by line,

in the Congrefs, thefe Articles wete at lengtli refolved upon

and figned by all the Delegates, the 4th of Odobcr, 1776,

at Philadelphia, fuch as they are here {ct forth ; and in con-

fequence were immediately fent to the other States to be con-'

ftrmed by them.

Article 1. The Thirteen States above mentioned,'

confederate themfelvcs under the title of The United
States of America.

II. They coniraQ:, each in their own name, by the pre-

fent conditution, a reciprocal treaty of alliance and friend-

fhip for their common defence, for the maintenance of their

liberties, and for their general and mutual advantage ; obli"

ging themfelves to aflift each other againll: all violence that

IBay tb,reat«.n all, or any one of them, and to repel in com-
mon all the attacks that may be levelled againd all or any one
of them, on account of religion, fovereignty, commerce,
or under any other pretext whatfoever.

III. Each btate referves to themfelves alone theexclufive

right of regulating their internal government, and of fra-

ming laws in all matters that are not included in the articles

of the prefent Confederation, and which cannot any way
prejudice the fame.

IV No State in particular (hall either fend or receive

embaffies, begin any negociations, contra^ any engage-

ments, form any alliances, or conclude any treaties with any
King, Prince, or Power whatfoever, without theconfent of

the Urdted JState.s aflembled in General Congrefs.

No perfon, inverted with any pofl whatever under the au-

thority ot the United States, or of any of them, whether he
has appointments belonging to his employmeni, or v/hether

U be a commifiton purely confidential, Ihall be allowed to

2ccept
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accept any prefents, gratuitits, emoluments, or any offices 17 7*^'

or titles of any kind whatever, from any Kings, Princes, ^-•><^-*^

or Foreign Po^vers.

And the gencal Affembly of the United States, nor any
State in particular, fhivdl not confer any title of nobility.

V. Two, nor feveral or the faid States, (hall not have

power to form alliances or confederations, nor conclude any

private treaty among themfclves, without the confent of the

United States afiemblcd in General CongreTs, and without

the aim ar.d duration of that private convention be exaSly
fpecified in the conlent.

VI. No State fhall lay en any impofis, nor edablifn any

duties whatever, the effe6t of which might alter dire6fly,

or indire6^ly, the claufes of the treaties to be concluded

hereafter by the AfTembly of the United States with any
Kings, Princes, or Power vvhaifoever.

VH. There fhall not be kept by any of the faid States la

particular, any velfels or (hips of war above the number
judged neceffary by the Affembly of the United States, for

the defence of that State and its commerce ; and there fiiall

rot be kept on foot in time of peace by any of the faid

States, any troops above the number determined by the Af-

fembly of the United States to guard the ftrong places or

forts neceffary for the defence of that State; but each State

fliall always keep t>p a well-difciplined militia, fufficiently

armed and equipped, and lliall be careful to procure, and

keep in conftant readinefs, in the public m.agazines, a fuffi-.

cient num>ber of field pieces and tents, with a proper quan-

tity of ammunition and implements of war.

VIII. When any of the faid States fhall ralfe troops for

the common delence, all the officers of the rank of Colonel,

and under, fhall be appointed by the legislative body of th'C

State that fhall have raifed the troops, or in fuch manner as

that State (hall have judged proper to regulate the nomina-
tions ; and when any vacancy happens in thefe pofts, they

(hall be filled up by the faid State.

IX. All the expcnces of war, and all other dlfburfe-

ments, that fliall b made for the common defence or the

general weal, and that fhall be ordered by the Affembly of

the United States, fhall be paid out of the funds of a com-
mon treafury.

That common treafury fliall be formed by the contribu-

tion of each of the aforefaid States, in proportion to the num-
ber of inhabitants of every age, fex, or quality,, except the

Jadians exempt from taxes in each State; and in order to

fix
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fix the quota of the contribution, every three years the in-

habitants (hall be numbered, in which enumeration the num-
ber of white people fliall be didinguifhed ; and that enume-
ration fliall be fent to the Affembly of the United States.

The taxes appropriated to pay this quota, (hall be laid

and levied m ihe extent of each Siate by the autho-

rity and orders of its leg flative boHy, within the time fixed

b) the Affembly of the United States.

X. Each of the faid States (hall fubmit to the decifions

of the Aflembly of the United States, in all the matters or

queftions referved to that AlTembly by the prefent a6t of

Confederation.

XI. No State fhall engage in war without the confent of

the United States afTembled in Congrefs, except in cafe of

a6lual invafion of fome enemy, or from a certain knowledge

of a refolution taken by fome Indian nation to attack them,

and in that cafe only, in which the danger is too urgent to

allow them time to conful; the other Stales.

No particular State (hall give any commifHon to vefTels,

or other (hips of war, nor any letters of marque or reprifal,

till after a declaration of war made by the Aflfembly of the

United States; and even in that cafe they fliall be granted

only againft the kingdom or the power, or againft the fub-

jedls of the kingdom, or of the power againft which war
(hall have been fo declared ; and fhall conform, refpe^ting

thefe objefls, to the regulations made by the Aflembly of

the United States.

XII. In order to watch over the general intereft of the

United States, and direO: the general affairs, there fliall be

nominated every year according to the form fettled by the

legiflative body of each State, a certain number of Delegates,

who flial! fit at Philadelphia until the Geneial AfTv^mbly of

the United States (hall have ordered otherwife ; and the firft

Monday in November of each year, fhall be the aera fixed

for their meeting.

Each of the above mentioned States (hall preferve the

right and power to recall, at any time whatever of the year,

their Delegates, or any one of them, and to fend others in

the room of them for the remainder of the year ; and each

of the faid States (hall maintain their Delegates during the-

time of the General Aflembly, and alfo during the time they

fhall be members of the Council of State, of which men-
tion (hall be made hereafter.

XIII. Each State fhail have a vote for the decifion of

queilions in the General Aflembly^

XIV. The
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XIV. The General AfTembly ot the United States, fhall

alone and exclufively have the right and power to decide of

peace and war, except in the cale mentioned in article XL
—to eftablifh rules forjudging in all cafes the 'e,: timacy of
the [r:zes taken by fca or land, and to determine riie manner
in which the prizes taktn by the land or fea forces, in the

fcrvice of the United States, fliall be divided or employed;
—to grant letters of marqae or repriial in time of peace ;

-—to appoint tribunalb to take cognizance of piracies, and all

other capital crimes committed on the high fcas ;— to eda-
blifh tribunals to receive appeals, and judge finally in all

cafes of prizes ;— to fend and receive am.bairadors ;— to ne-
gociate and conclude treaties or alliances ;—to decide all cjif-

krences afilually fubfiding, and that may arife hereafter be-

tween two or feveral of the aforementioned States, about li-

mits, jurifdi6lion, or any other caufe whatfoever ;— to coin

money, and fix its value and Qandard ;—to fix the weights

and meafures throughout the whole extent of the United
States ;— to regulate commerce, and tieat of all affairs with

the Indians who are not members of any of the States;—to

eilablifli and regulate the pofls from one Slate to another,

in the whole extent of the United States, and to receive on
the letters and packtts fent by poft, the necefiary tax to de-

fray the expence of that eftablilhrnent ;—to appoint the

general officers of the land forces in the fervice of the United
States ;— to give ccmmifTions to the other officers of the faid

troops, who fhali have been appointed by virtue of Article

VIII;—to appoint all the officers of marine in the fervice

of the United Spates;—to frime all the ordinances necef-

fary for the government and difcipline of the faid land and
fca forces ; and to dire6l their operations.

The General AlTembly of the United States fiiall be au-

thorized to appoint a Council of State, and fuch committees
and civil officers as they ffiall judge neceflary for guiding and

dilpatching the general affairs, under their authority, vvhiill

they remain fitting; and after their feparation, under the

authority of the Council of State.'—They fhall chufe for

Prefident one of their members, and for Secretary the per-

fon whom they fliall judge fit for that place ; and they may
adjourn at what time of the year, and to what place in the

United States they fhall think proper,—They fliall have the

right and power to determine and fix the fums neceffary to

be raifed, and the difburfements neceflary to be made ;—to

borrow money, and to create bills on the credit of the United
ptatps ;—to build and fit out fleets ;—to determine the num-

ber
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ber of troops to be raifed or kept in pay ;—and to require cf

each of tl.e aforefaid Slates, to compofe the army, a con-

tingent prrportioned to the rumber of its w^ite inhabitants.

-—— Thefe requifitions of the General AfTembly {hall be

bindinp, nnd in coniequence of the legiflative body of each

State Ihall nominate the paiticular officers, lev) the men,

arm and equip them properly ; and thefe officers and foldi-

ers, thus armed and equipped, fhall proceed to the place,

and within the time fixed by the General AfTembly.

But if the General Affemblv, from fome particular cir-

c'lmlfances ihould think proper to exempt one or feveral of

the Ftates trom raifing troops, or to demand "of them lefs

than their contingent, and fhould on the contrary judge it

convenient that one or feveral others fhould raife more than

their contingent ; the number extraordinary demanded fhall

be railed, provided with officers, armed and equipped in the

fame manner as thie contingent, untefs the legiflative body

cf that, or thofe of the States to whom the rcquifition Ibiall

have been made, fliould deem it dangerous for themfelves to

be drained of that number extraordinary, and in that cafe

they iTiall furniili no more than what they think compatible

with their fafety ; and the officers and ioldiers io raifed and

equipped iliall go to the place, and within the time fixed by

the General Aitembly.

The General AfTembly fliall never engage in any war, nor

grant letters of marque or reprifal in time of peace, nor con-

tract any treaties of alliance or other conventions, except to

make peace, nor coin money or regulate its value, nor deter-

mine or fix the fums necelfary to be raifed, or the difburfe-

ments necefl'ary to be made for the defence or advantage of

the United States, or of fome of them, nor create bills nor

borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor dif-

pofe of any fums of money, nor refolve on the number of

fhips of war to be built or purchafed, or on the number of

troops to be raifed for land or fca fervice, nor appoint a com-
mander of chief of the land or fea forces, but by the united

confent of nine of the States : and no queftion on any point

wha^foever, except for adjourning from one day to another

ihall be decided by a majority of the United States.

No Delegate fhall be chofen for more than three years

out of fix.

No perfon invefled with any employment whatever in the

extent of the United States, and receiving, by virtue of that

employment, either by himfelf, or thiough the hands of

any other for him, any falaries, wages, or emoluments what-

ever, fliall be chofen a Delegate. The
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The General AiTembly fliall publiih every month a jour-

nal of their leiTions, except what lliall relate to treaties, al-

liances, or military operations, when it (hall appear to them
that thefe matters ought to be kept lecret. The opinions

pro and con of the Delegates of each State, fhall be en-
tered in the journals as often as any one of the Delegates
{hall require it ; and there fliall be delivered to the Dele-
gates of each State, on their demand, or even to any one of
the Delegates of each State, at his particular requilition, a
copy of the journal, except of tiie. parts above mentioned,
to be carried to the legiflative body of his refpedive Stale.

XV. The Council of State Ihall be compofed of one
Delegate of each of the States, nominated annually by the o-
ther Delegates ot his refpetifive States ; and in the cafe where
thefe eledors might not be able to agree, that Delegate fhall

be nommated by the Genejal AiTembly.

The Council of State fhall be authorifed to receive and
open all the letters addrefled to the United States, and anfwer
them; but fhall not contrafl any ergagemenis binding to

the United States.—They fhall correfpond with the legifla-

tive bodies of each State, and with all perfons employed un-
der the authority of the United States, or of fome of the
particular legiflative bodies.—They fhall addrefs themfelves
to thefe legiflative bodies, or to the officers to whom each
f^ate fhall have entrufled the executive power, for aid and
afTiilance of every kind, as occafion fnall require —They
fhall giveinftru6:ions to the Generals, and dire6l the military

operations by land or by fea ; but without making any altera-

tions in the objects or expeditions determined by the General
AiTembly, unlefs a change of circumftances intervening and
coming to their knowledge fince the breaking up of the
AfTembly, fhould render a change of meafures indi'penfibly

necefTary. They fhall be careful of the defence and prefer-

vation of the fortrefTes or fortified parts.—They fliall pro-
cure information of the fituation and defigns of the enemy.
They fhall put in execution the measures and plans that fhall

have been refolved by the General AfTembly, by virtue of
the pov/ers with which they are invefled by the nrefent con-
federation.' They fhall draw upon the treafurers for

the fums, the deflination of which fhall have been fettled by
the General AfTembly, and for the payment of the contrails

which they have made by virtue of the powers that are

granted to them. They fhall refpe<5land reprove, they fhall

even fufpend all officers civil and military a^ing under the
authority of the United States.—In the cafe of death or

fufpenfion
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fufpenfion of any officer whofe nomination belongs to the

General Aflembly, they may replace him by what perfon

they think proper until the next Aflembly.—They may pub-

Ufh and difperfe authentic accounts of the military operati-

ons.—They may convene the General Affembly for a nearer

term than that to which they had adjourned when they fepa-

rated, if any important and unexpected event (hould require

it for the welfare or benefit of the United States, or fome

of them.—They Hiall prepare the matters that are to be

fubmitted to the infpe6lion of the General Affembly, and

lay before them at the next fitting all the letters or advices

by them received, and fhall render an exa£l account of all

that they have done in the interim.—They fhall take for

their fecrelary a perfon fit for that employment, who before

he enters on his funftion ihail take an oath of fecrecy and

fidelity.—The prefence of feven members of the Council

will empower them to aft.—In cafe of the death of one of

their members, the Council (hall give notice of it to the col-

leagues of the deceafed, that they may chufe one of ihem-

felves to replace him in the Council until the holding of the

next general meeting ; and in cafe there fliould be but one of

his colleagues living, the fame notice fliall be given to him,

that he may come and take his feat until the next fitting.

XVI. In cafe that Canada fhould be willing to accede to

the prefent Confederation, and come into all the meafuresof

the United States, it fiiall be admitted into the union, and

participate in all its benefits. But no other Colony fhall be

admitted without the confent of nine of the States.

The above Articles fnall be propofed to the legiflative bo-

dies of all the United States, to be examined by them, and

if they approve of them, they are defired to authorife their

Delegates to ratify them in the General Affembly ; after

which all the articles which confiitute the prefent Confedera-

tion, fhall be inviolably oblerved by all and every of the

United States, and the Union (hall be eftablifhed for ever.

There fiiall not be made hereafter any alteration in thefe

Articles, nor in any of them, unlefs that the alteration be

previoufly determined in the General Affembly, and con-

fi.rmed afterwards by the legiflative bodies of each of the

United States.

Congrefi After the foregoing Articles as well as other public papers

adjourn ^^^ ^^^" digefied and entered on their journals or books of

to Cam- record, the Congrefs adjourned to Cambridge, there to meet

bridge, the 1 31 h of the fame month. At the opening of which meet-

ting, and after feveral members had taken their oaths and

feats.
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feats, Mr. Hand cock, being prefident, addreflfed the

Speaker ; which oration we infert, not merely tor the fpirit

or energy of which it is fraught, but trom their own public

and folemn declaration to fhew, (as moft of their preceding

papers equally do) that their principal hope of fuccefs lay in

their certainty of receiving TIMELY assistance. The
reader is therefore at liberty, from thefe circumftances, and
others that will yet tollow in due courfe equally authentica-

ted, to judge for himfelf, whether France had not early che-

riflied and fupnorted the idea of Independence in America,
long before the Congrefs announced it to the public ; and

that too, while (lie uas feemingly in perfe61: amity with the

mother country. Mr. Handcock addreffed the gentlemen
of the Congrefs as follows,—" In fo perilous and critical a Prefidenf

feafon as the prelent, it has been thought moft expedient Speech

for the many and divers momentous concerns which muft ^^ ^^e

come under our ferious confiderations for the welfare and fer- opening

vice of this country, to meet thus eaily together. thereof.

** It muft afford us the higheft fatis.'adion to obferve,

that we ftill continue to fet afide every private intereft and to

adopt fuch falutary meafures, and to purlue and maintain with
the utmoft un nimity and refolution, the Glorious Caufe in

which we are now engaged.
*' Permit me to return you my moft ftncere and unfeigned

thanks for fo diftinguiftied and unmerited a mark of your con-
fidence and efteem, for v\ hich I am imprefied with the deep-
eft fenfe of gratitude, and at the fame time claim your future

prote6lion
*' I cannot help reminding you, that on my part a moft

facred oath has been taken for the faithful difcharge of my du-
ty ; that on yours, the famefolem.n affurances have been giv-

en to fupport me in the very arduous and dangerous fituation I

ROW ftand, in being Prefident of this Honourable Affembly.

My bei^-g chofen by the free fuffrages of a brave, generous,

and much injured people to rule over their welfare, is, in my
opinion, the higheft honour any man can enjoy. At the fame
time I dread much the weight and arduous duties of fo honor-
able a ftation. I wifti much that your choice had fallen upon
one better qualified to difcharge the Duties of fo impor-
tant a fun6tion ; for tho' in zeal and integrity I will yield to

ro man, yet in my abilities to ferve you, I am too confident

of my inferiority t^ many ; however by undertaking it, I fhall

be ranked undeiervedly by our enemies, amongft ambitious

and defignirg men, by w^hom it has been propagated that the

people have been grofsly deceived and mifled. As i have al-

ways
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ways thought every man's beft fcrvices are due to the good of

his countrv, no fear oi flander, difficuity, nor danger, {hall

deter me in exerting my utmoft endeavours ; In (o critical a

tirriC as the prefcnt, 1 will not withold them ; but in the

caufe, every part of my life, time, and fortune fhall be em-
ployed.

<* Notwiihflanding our arms have not been altogether fuc-

cefsful in a neighbcuring province, in our many dangerous and

vi' orous attempts, yet it has in a great meafure anfaered our

cJeHgn, by fruftrating the progrefs of our enemies in that quar-

ter ; and I doubt not that through timely ajpjiance, and by the

bleffing and aid of Almighty God, we Ihall be able to make
more than a formidable refiflance ; when we fhall fee Ame-
rica not only independent of Great Britain, but the feat of

freedom, and the molt poweiful and flouriflilng empire in the

known world.
*' The immenfe expence both of blood and treafure muft

ahb affe^l our thoughts, and engrcfx our attentions
; yet the

©bje<9: in view is too important to refleQ^ on the demand's that

are to affefl fuch an interefted occafion, ftill hoping that our

fpirit and rel'ources are too great and numerous to fubmit to

the tyrannical opprefficns ol anv foreign (late whatever,—
And let us al'b remember, my brave friends and coadjutors,

that as the greateft empires have rifen to glory by virtue and

freedom, let us ftill be free and virtuous ; and preferve and

cherifli this maxim, that the great Author of- Nature never

created His noblest W ork to be flaves, but to- main-

tain that li'dependence and Liberty, which is both the hap-

pinefs and glory of the human race.

*' On the honour, candour, and generofity of my worthy

Delegates and countrymen I rely, to put the moft favourable

conflruciions, as they have hiiherto confided in my a6lions,

refling myfelf aiTured of receiving (m a faithful dilcharge of

my dut) ) the fupport and alTiiiance of every good man, who
is a well-v\ifner to America. I mufl conclude v/ith obferving

to you, that if there ihould be any conteition or ftrife arife a-

mong us, let it be who fhall exert himfeif m.cfl to ferve and

to fave an oppreffed and m.uch injured people. My fervent

prayer to the Omnipotert Ruler of all Fmpires is, that under

his Divine and gracious Providence, the Independence
and Liberties of America may be for ever maintained and
preftrved.'*

CHAP,
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CHAP. XII.

Affairs at Canada continued, (from p. 160J to the faking of
Lake Champlain, &c. Situation of affairs to the South-

ivard, (jrom p. 1 98J comprehending the taking of General

Lee. The critical fituation of Philadelphia. Different

movements of Congrefs. Affairs at Trenton and Princetown ;

ivitk other intereffing particulars, to the cJofe of this cam-
paign.

TH E efforts to remove thofe obftacles that had reflraln- 1776
ed the progrefs of the Brltifh arms on the fide of July.

Canada, in this fummer (1776,) were equal to the impor- v-.-v-^>

tance of the objects in view, and the greatnefs of the diffi-

culties which were to be furmounted. The weight and ex- \^^Pf^3.-

ecution of the naval equipment, fell of courfe upon the offi- ^}?^ ^^

cers and men of that department, whofe ability, zeal, and c \

perfeverance in the performance, can never be too much ap- orr^^.

plauded. The talk was indeed arduous. A fleet of above uiq^x on
thirty fighting vefTels, of different kinds and fizes, ali fur- Lake
niflied with cannon, was to be little lefs than created ; for Champ-
though a few of the largefl were recon(l:ruQ:ions, the advan- Iain,

tage derived from thence depended more upon the ufe of ma-
terials, which the country did not afford, than upon any
faving as to time, or leffening of labour. When to this is

added, the tranfportins^ over land, and afterwaids dragging
up the rapids of St. Therefe and St. John's, thirty long

boats, a number of flat boats of confiderable burthen, a sfon-

dola, weighing 30 ton«, with above 400 battoes, the whole
prefented a complexity of labour and difhculty, which feem-
ed fufficient to appal even the fplrit of Britiili feamen.
However it muft be allowed that the labour did not fall folely

on them. The foldiers had their part ; and v^'hat is to be la-

mented, the peafants and farmers of Canada were taken from
their ploughs, and compelled by power to bear a fliare in

toils, from whence they could derive no honour or advan-
tage.

Though the equipment was completed in about three

months, the nature of the fervice, as well as theeagernefs of

P the
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the commanders and army, required, if it had been poiUble,

a ftill greater difpatch. The winter was fail: approaching,

two inland feas to be pafled, the unknown force of the ene-

my on each to be fubdued, and the ftrong pofls of Crown
Point and Ticonderoga defended and fupported by an army,

to be encountered fword in hand. To add to thefe impedi-

ments, the communication between the Lakes Champlain
and George, did not admit the paflage of thofe veflels of

force, which, after being fuccefbful on the one, might be

equally wanted on the other. And if all thofe difficulties

were furmounted, and Lake George pafled, there ftill re-

mained a long and dangerous march through intricate forefts,

extenfive morafies, and an uncleared country, ftill in a ftate

of nature, before they could reach Albany, which was the

firft poft to the fouthward that could afford them reft and

accommodation.

The fpirit of the commanders rofe in proportion to the

difficulties which were to be encountered. The objects in

view were great, the glory to be acquired tempting, and the

defire of the attainment fcemed to lefTen or remove obftacles,

which to a cold or lukewarm fpeculation would have ap-

peared infuperable. If the Lakes could be recovered, and
Albany poflefled, before the feverity of the winter fet in,

the northern army would hold a principal fhare in the ho-

nour of bringing the war to a fpeedy conclufion. It was
conceived that they could then pour deftrutlion at will, into

the heart either of the middle or the northern colonies, each

of which would be expofed to them in its moft tender and
defenceleTs part. Whilft the pofleffion of Hudfon's river

would eftablifli and fecure their communication with Gene-
ral Howe, it would equally fever and difconnetl the fouth-

ern and northern provinces, leaving thereby the latter to fink,

under the joint weight of both armies, or to accept of fuch

terms as they could obtain, without the participation of the

otiitrs. Nor could General Wafhington attempt to hold

any poft in New York or the Jerfeys, with fuch a fuperio-

rity of force as already oppreiTtd him in front, and General
Carleton*s army at his back. The fuccefles of their fellows

on the fide of New York, increafed the impatience, and

excited the jealoufy of his army, every one apprehending

that the war would be brought to an end, before he could

have an opportunity of fliaring in the honour of that happy
event.

With all this ardour, and the moft unremitting induftry,

it was not until the month of Odober, that the fleet was in

a con-
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a condition to feek the enemy on Lake Champlain. The 1776.
force was very confiderable with reipect to the place and ^-—v

—

J

fervice, extraordinary in regard to the little time fpent in its <. r

formation, and fuch as, a very few ages ago, would have .. n^-_

been deemed formidable even upon the European feas. The ^\^ f'^^.^

fhip Inflexible, which may be confidered as Admiral, ^-adonLaIce
been re-confl:ru6led at St. John's, from whence fhe failed in Champ-
28 davs aker laying her keel, and mounted 18 twelve pound- lain.

ers. One fchooner mounted 14, and another 12, fix pound-

ers. A flat betromed radeau carried fix 24, and fix 12

pounders, befides howitzers ; and a gondola, 7 nine pound-

ers. Twenty frndler veffels, under the denomination of

gun-boats, carried brals field pieces from 9 to 24 pounders,

or were armed with howitzers. Some long-boats were fur-

nifhed in the fame manner. About an equal number of

lar^e boats afted as tenders. Thofe we have taken notice

of, were all intended for, or appertaining to battle ; we
omit the vaft number deftined for the tranfportation of the

army, with its flores, artillery, baggage and provifions.

The armament was conduced by Captain Pringle, and the

fleet navigated by above 700 prime feamen, of whom 20a
w^ere volunteers from the tranfports, who after having rival-

led thofe belonging to the (hips of war in all the toil of pre-

paration, now boldly and freely partook with them in the

danger of the expedition. The guns were ferved by detach-

ments of men and officers belonging to the corps of artillery.

In a word, no equipment ol the fort was ever better appoint-

ed, or more amply furnifhed with every kind of provifion

necelTary for the intended fervice.

The enemy's force v/as in no degree equal, either with

rerpe6l: to the goodnefs of the vefTels, the number of guns,

furniture of war, or weight of metal. Senfible, though

they were, of the neceflity of preferving the dominion ot

the Lakes, and aided in that defign by the original force in

their hands, with a great advantage in point of time for its

increafe, their intentions in that refpeSi were counteracted

by many effential, and fome irremedidble deficiencies. They
wanted limber, artillery, ihip-builders, and all the materi-

als neceiTary for fuch an equipment. Carpenters, and all

others concerned in the bufinefs of (hipping, were iully en-

gaged at the fea ports in the conftru^ion and fitting out of

privateers, whilfl: the remotenefs, and difficulty of commu-
nication, rendered the fupply of bulky materials extremely

tedious. When we confider the difficulties on their part,

ue think it not jull to deny the Americans the praife, of

P 2 having
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having combated, and in part overcome them, with an afli-

duity, perfeverance, and fpirit, v^hich did not in the leafl:

r fall lliort of v^'hat had been employed againft them. For

h A ^^^'^ ^^^^ amounted to 15 veflels of different kinds, confift-

nierican ^"S *^f ^^'^ fchooners, one floop, one cutter, three gallies,

force.
^""^ ^'^^^^^ gondolas. The principal fchooner mounted 12 fix

and four pounders. They were commanded by Benedict

Arnold, who was now to fupport upon a new element, that

renown which he had acquired on land ia the Canada expe-

dition.

Engage- General Carleton was too full of zeal, and too anxious

nient fcr the event, not to head the Britifli armament, and having

near the proceeded up the Lake, difcovered the enemy's fleet drawn
ilk Va- up v/ith great judgment, being very advantageoufly ported,

licour. and forming a ftrong line, to defend the pafTage between the

illand of Valicour and the weftern main. Indeed they had

at the btginnirTg placed themfelves with fo much (kill behind

the ifland, that an accident only difcovered their pofition.

The King's fquadron, without this feafonable difcovery,

would have left them behind ; an event, which if it had hap-

pened, might have been attended with the mofl ferious con-

fequences. It is faid, that the unexpected fight of a three

mafted fhip of fuch force, upon the Lake, threw the enemy
into the utmoft, and moft vifible conftcrnation. It does not

feem, however, probable, that a matter of fuch public noto-

riety in Canada Ihould have been fo long with-held from them.

A warm action enfued, and was vigoroufly fupported on
both fides for fome hours ; but the wind being unfavourable,

fo that the ihip Inflexible, and fome other veflels of force

could not be worked up to the enemy, the weight of the

action fell upon the fchooner Carleton and the gun-boats,

which they iullained with the greateft firmnefs, fuch extra-

ordinary efforts of refohition being difplayed both by men
ard officers, as merited and received the higheft applaufe

from their commanders. It is to be prefumed, that when fo

much praife was due and given to the conduct and valour of

a juperior force on our fide, the enemy muil: not have a6ted

their part amifs.

The detacliment belonging to the corps of artillery, were
highly diflinguilhed, and did moll: eflential iervice in the gun-

boais. But the fame impediments ftill continuing, which
prevented ilieir being feconded by the ofher veflels. Captain

Pringle, with the approbation of the General, thought it

neceffary for the prefent, to withdraw thofe that were enga-

ged from the aclicn. At the approach of night, he brought

the
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the whole fleet to anchor in a line, and as near as poflible to

the enemy, in order to prevent their retreat.

In this engagement the beft fchooner belonging to the

enemy was burnt, and a gondola carrying three or four guns

funk, from whence we may form fome reafonabie conjedure

of the execution done upon their other veffels. Being now Arnold

fully fenfible of their inferiority, they took the opportunity retires ;

which the darknefs of the night afforded, of endeavouring to P^rfuit ;

efcape from their prefent imminent danger, hoping to ob-j^^^^'^^"

tain fhelter and protection at Crown Point. Arnold con-^"'
certed and executed this defign with ability, and fortune

feemed at firil: fo favourable to his purpofe, that they v/ere

out of fight by the next morning. The chace being, how-
ever, continued without intermiiTion both on that, and the

fucceeding day, the wind, and other circumftances pecuHar

to the navigation of the Lake, which had been at firft in fa-

vour of the Americans, became at length otherwife, fo that

they were overtaken and brought to a6lion a few leagues

fliort of Crown Point, about noon on tlie T3th.

A very warrh engagement enfued, and continued about

two hours, during which thofe veffels that were moil: a-head,

puflied on with the utmoft fpeed, and pafling Crown Point,

efcaped to Ticonderoga; but two gallies and five gondolas

which remained with Arnold made a defperate refiflance.

During this aQ:ion, the Wafhington galley, with Water-
burg, a Brigadier General, and the fecond in command, on
board, flruck, and was taken. Arnold, at length, finding

it was impoffible to withftand the fuperiority of force, fkill,

and weight of metal, with which he was overborne, and
finding himfelf but ill feconded by the Captains of fome of

his veffels, determined that his people fhould not become
prifoners, nor the veffels a prey to the enemy. He execu- g^jj,ns j^Ij

ted this defign with equal refolution and dexterity, and ran yeffels.

the Congrefs galley, in which himfelf was, v/ith the five

gondolas on fiiore in fuch a manner, as to land his men fafely

and blow up the veffels, in fpite of every effort that was
ufed to prevent both.

Lofs and defeat were fo far from producing their ufual ef-

fe6l with refpe6i: to Arnold, that his conduct in this com-
mand raifed his character ftill higher than it was before with
his countrymen. They faid that he had not only acted the
part of a brave foldier, but that he alfo amply filled that of
an able naval commander. That the moft experienced fea-

man could not have found a greater variety of refources, by
the dexterity of manoeuvre, evolution, and the moft advan-

P 3 tageous
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tageous choice of fituailon, to compenfate for the want of

force, than he did ; that when his veflels were torn almoft

to pieces, he retrea'.ed with the fame refolution that he

fought, and by the happiefl and mof} critical judgment,

prevented his people and them from falling into the hands of

the enemy. But they chiefly gloried in the dangerous at-

tention he paid to a nice pomt of honour, in keeping his flag

flying, and not quitting his galley till (he was in flames, lefl:

the enemy fhould have boarded and ftruck it.

Thus v/as Lake Champlain recovered, and the enemy's
Crown force nearly deflroyed, a galley, and three fmall velTels being
f oint a-

,^|| ^Y^2,i efcaped to Ticonderoga. The enemy? upon the

,
' J rout of their fleet, having fet fire to the houfes, and defl:roy-

d ftroved
^^ every thing v.hich they could not carry ofi^, at Crown
Point, evacuated that place, and retired to their m.ain body

G. Carle- ^^^ Ticonderoga. Gen. Carleton took poflTtfiion' of the ru-

ton lands ins, where he was foon joined by the army. As he conti-

there nued there till towards the end of the month, and, befides

with the feveral reconnoitring parties, puflied on at one time flrong

arniy. detachments on both fides of the Lake, who approached

within a imall diftance of Ticonderc2:a, at the fame time

that vefTels appeared v.'ithin cannon fhot of the works, to

examine the nature of the channel, and found its depth, lit-

tle doubt can be entertained that he had it in contemplation

to attempt that place. The flrength of the works, the dif-

ficulty of approach, the countenance of the enemy, and
the ignorance of their number, with other cogent reafons,

prevented this defign from taking place.

Motives It was evident that this pofl: could not be forced in its pre-

fer not fent frate. without a very confiderable lofs of blood, whilft

atrack- the benefit arifing from luccefs would be comparatively no-
ing Ti- living. The feafon was now too far advanced to think of
condero- paflTmg Lake George, and of expofing the army to the

S^* perils of a winter campaign, in the inhofpitablej and im-
practicable wilds to the fouthward. As Ticonderoga could

not be kept during the winter, the mod that could be expe6t-

ed from fucccf?, would be the reduction of woi>ks, more in-

debted to nature than art for their flrength, and perhaps the

taking of f-^me cannon ; vvhilfl; the former would be refl:o-

red, ':nd the latter replaced by the enemy, before the army
could interrupt their proceedings in the enfuing fummer.
But if the defence fhould be obftinate, although the army
were in the end fuccefsrul, it would probably thereby be fo

much v^eakened, that all profpecl of advantage in the fu-

ture campaign Vv'ould, in a great meafure, be annihilated.

The
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The difficulty, perhaps Impoflibillty, of keeping open the 1776,
communication with Canada, and fubfifling the army during *—v/-.^

the winter was obvious. General Carleton therefore reim- _ ^ ,

• 1 T L T r p^
barked the army without making any attempt, and returning ' .^^

to Canada, cantoned them for the winter in the beft manner
turns"

the country afforded. ^j^j^ ^^^
It is fit that we (hould now turn our attention to the im-army.

portant tranfa£tions in the South. We faw towards the con-

clufion of the lafl: campaign, that Lord Cornwallis had not Situation

only overrun the Jerfeys, but that the Delaware was the of affairs

only apparent obf^acle, which feemed capable of retarding ^o^he

the progrefs of his army, in the reduction of Philadelphia f<^"^h-

and the adjoining provinces. The American army was in-^'^'"'^''

deed no more. It is faid that the greateft namber which
remained embodied did not exceed 2500 or 3000 men. This
was all that remained of an army, which at the opening of

the campaign amounted, as it is Aiid, to at lead twenty-five

thoufand. There are fome who reprefent it as having been

at that time much ftronger. The term of their engage-

ment being expired, which, along with the obligation of

duty, dilcharged all apprehenfion of difgrace, there was no

keeping together, at the heel of a ruinous campaign, troops

broken and difpirited, equally unaccuftomed to fubordination,

and to a long abfence from their countries and families.

Thofe fmall bodies, who from perfonal attachment, local

circum.dances, or a fuperior perfeverance and bravery, flill

continued with the Generals Wafhington and Lee, were too

inconfiderable in force, to demand much attention on the one

fide, or to infpire confidence on the other ; whilft the fup-

port to be derived from new levies, not yet formed, was too

remote and precarious, to afford much prefent confolation to

the Americans.

In this critical fituation of their aff-iirs, the capture of Gen. Lee

Gen. Lee feemed to render them {fill more hopelefs. That taken,

officer, at the head of all the men which he could colle6i: or

keep together, being on his march to join General Wafliing-

ton, who had affembled the Penfylvania militia to fecure the

banks of the Delaware, was, from the diftance of the Bri-

tifli cantonments, betrayed into a fatal fecurity, by which,

in croffing the upper part of New Jerfey from the North
river, he fixed his quarters, and lay carelefsly guarded, at

fome diflance from the main body. The operation of zeal,

or defire of reward in an inhabitant, having communicated
this fituation to Col. Harcourt, who commanded the light

horfe, and had then mad^ a defultory excurfion at the head

P 4 of
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of a fmall detachment to ubferve the motions of hat body,

he conducted his meafures with fvich addreis and activity,

and they were fo well ieconded by the boidnefs apd rapidity

of motion which diftinguifh that corps, that the guard was

evaded, the Gentries feized without noife, the quarters for-

ced, and Lee carried off, though all rhat part of the coun-

try was in his favour, and that feveral guarded pofts, and

armed patroles, lay in the way.

The making of a fingle officer prifcner, in other circum-

ftances would have been a matter of little moment; but in

the prefent Itate of the raw American forces, where a gene-

ral deficiency of military {kill prevailed, and the inexpert-'

ence of the officers was even a groi'.ter grievance than the

lack of difcipline in the foldiers, the lols of a commander,
v.'hofe fpirit of enterprize was directed by gieat knowledge

in bis proielTion acquired by actual fervice, was ot the ut-

mofl importance, and the m>ore diftreffingj as there was lit-

tle rocnr; to hope it could be focn fupplied.

The rejoicing in Great Britain on this occafion was equal

at leall to the dejeflion of the Ameiicans. It was conje6:u-

red, that fome perfonal animorities between triis General

and feveial offi*. ers in the army, as well as perions of power

atcouit, contributed noi a little to the triumoh and exulta-

tion of that time.

The capture of Gen, Lee was ah'"o attended with a cir-

cumflance, wliicli has fince been produftive of much incon-

venience to both fides, and of much calamity to individuals.

A cartel* or fomething of that nature, had fome time before

been eilabhfhcd for the exchange of prifoners between the

Generals Howe and Wai'hington, which had hitherto been

carried into execution, fo far as time and other circumftan-

ces would admit. As Lee was particularly obnoxious to go-

'vernmtnt, it was faid, and is fuppofed, that Gen. Howe
was ticddovvn by his inftrufitions from parting with him upon

any term?, if the fortune of war ihouid throw him into his

power. Gen. Wafnington not having at this time any pri-

fcner ot equal rank with Lee, propofed to exchange fix field

officers for him, the number being intended to balance that

difparity ; or if this was not accepted, he required that he
iliould be treated and confidered fuitably to his flation, ac-

cording to the practice eftabliffied among polifhed nations,

and the precedent already fet by the Americans in regard to

the Britifh officers in their hands, until an opportunity ofTered

for a dired and equal exchange.^ 111

To
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To this it was anfwered, that as Mr. Lee was a deferter

from his Majefty's fervice, he was not to be confidered as a

prifonerof war, that he did not at all come within the con-

ditions of the cartel, nor could he receive any of its benefits.

This brought on a fruitleTs difcuffion, whether Gen. Lee,

who had refigned his half pay at the beginning of the trou-

bles, could be confidered as a deferter, or whether he could

with juflice be excluded from the general benefits of a car-

tel, in which no particular exception of perfon had been

made ; the affirmative in both thefe pofitions being treated

by Wafhington with theutmoft indignation.

In the mean time Lee was confined in the clofeft manner,
being watched and guarded with all that fl:ri<5inefs and jealou-

fy, which a ftate criminal of the firll: magnitude could have

experienced in the mod dangerous political conjiinfiture.

Thiscondu6t not only fufpended the operation of the cartel,

but induced retaliation on the other fide, and Colonel Camp-
bell, who had hitherto enjoyed every degree of liberty con-

fifier.t with his condition, and had been treated with great hu-

manity by the people of Bofion, was now thrown into a dun-

geon, and treated with a rigour equal to the indulgence he

had before experienced. Thofe officers who were prifoners

in the fouthern colonies, though not treated with equal ri-

gour, were, however, abridged of their parole liberty, and

deprived of other comforts and fatisfa6:ions, which had hi-

therto rendered their condition uncommonly eafy. It was at

the fame time declared^ that their future treatment fliould in

every degree be regulated by that which Gen. Lee experi-

enced, and that their perfons fhould be anfwerable, in the

utmofl: extent, for any violence that was offered to him.

This was not the only inftance in which the Congrefs ma- Perfeve-

nifefted a firm and undaunted refolution. In the midfl of the rancc of

dangers with which they were environed, far from giving way ^^^ Con-

to any thing like unconditional fubmiffion, they made no S^^^^*

overtures towards any kind of accommodation. On the

other fide none were made to them. They prepared to renew
the war, and to repair their fliattered forces with all diligence.

They were now convinced of the inefficacy of temporary

armies, engaged only for afnort term, and calculated merely

to repel a fudden invafion, when oppofed to the conftant war
of a powerful enemy, and the inceffant efforts of regular

forces. It could never be hoped, with new men thus changed

every year, to make any effe<5lual ftand againff veteran

troops, and their prefent critical fituation afforded too alarm-

ing an experience, of the fatal confequenccs which might

attend
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1776. attend that period of utter imbecility, between the extinction

s-^-v^-' oi the old army, and the eftabliiliment of the new. To guard

againft this evil in future, which could not be remedied for

the prefent, they iffued orders about the middle of September,

for the levying of 88 battalions, the foldiers being bound by
the terms cf enliftment to ferve during the continuance of the

war.

Meafures The number of battalions which each colony was by this

for re- ordinance appointed to raife and fupport, may be confidered

newing as a pretty exa6t political fcale of their comparative ftrength,

the army, framed by thole who were interefted in its corre-Stnefs, and
well acquainted with their refpefitive circumflances. Mafla-
chulett's Bay and Virginia were the highefl on this fcale, be-

ing to furnilh 15 battalions each ; Penfylvania came next,

and was rated at twelve ; North Carolina 9, Connecticut
and Maryland 8 each ; New York, and the Jerfeys, the

latter confidered as one government, were, in confequence
of their prefent firuation, fet no higher than 4 battalions each.

Landsal- The liberty of the Congrefs in its encouragement to the

lotted for troops, was proportioned to theneceffity of fpeedily compleat-
lerving ing the vew army. Befides the bounty of twenty dollars to
during each foldierat the time of enlifling, lands were to be allotted
the war.

^Lt the end of the war to the fui vivors, and to the reprefenta-

tives of all who were ilain in afition, in different ftated pro-

portions, from 500 acres, the allotment of a Colonel,jto 150,
which was that of an Enfign ; the private men, and non-
commiilioned officers, were to have ico acres each. As a
bar to the thoughtlefTnefs and prodigality incident to foldiers,

and to prevent the mod: worthlefs and undeferving from ob-
taining for trifles, thofe rewards due to the brave for their

blood and fervices, all thefe lands were rendered unalienable

during the war, no afTignment or transfer being to be admit-
ted at its conclufion.

The Congrefs had before, as an encouragement to their

fortes by fea and land, decreed that all officers, foldiers, and
fcamen, who were or might be difabled in a£tion, fhould re-

ceive during life, one half of the monthly pay to which they
were entitled by their rank in the ferv'ce, at the time of
meeting with the misfortune. Notwithftanding thefe encou-
ragem.ents, it feems, as if the condition of ferving during the
indefinite term of the continuance of the war, was not gene-
rally agreeable, to a people fo little accuflomed to any kind
of fubordination or reftraint ; fo that in the month of Novem-
ber, the Congrefs found it neceffary to admit of another
mode of enliftment for the term of three years, the foldiers

under
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under this compa6t receiving the fame bounty in money with

the ethers, but being cut out from any allotment of lands.

With all thefe encouragements by the Congrefs, the bufi-

nefs of recruiting went on, however but heavily ; and it

mud not be imagined, that the army a6tually raifed, did at

any time bear any proportion in effective men to that which
v/as voted.

The holding out a promife of lands as an inducement to

fill up their armies, w-as probably intended to counteract the

efte6i of a fimilar meafure which had fome time before been

adopted on the fide of the crown, large grants of imcant lands,

to be diilributed at the clofe of the troubles, having been

promifed in its name to the Highland emigrants, and fomiC

other new troops raifed in America, as a reward for their ex-

pected zeal and loyalty in the reduction of the rebellious co-

lonies. A meafure that tended more to increafe and excite

the animoi'uy of the people, than any other perhaps which

could have been propofed in the prefent circumrtances. For

they univerfally confidered the term vacant ^ as fignifying for-

feited, which being an eflt;6l of the treafon laws yet unknown
in America, excited the greater horror ; the people being

well aware from the experienceof other countries, that if the

fweets of forfeiture were once tafled, it would be equally

happy and unufual, if any other limits than thofe which na-

ture had alTigned to their pofleiTions, could reflrain its opera-

tion.

The annual fupplies raifed in different colonies by their re- Money
fpeclive affemblies, being infufhcient to provide for the extra- borrow'd
ordinary expences of fo large an army, together with the o-

ther numerous contingencies, infeparable from fuch a war,

the Congrefs found it necefiary to negociate a loan to anfwer

thefe purpofes. They accordingly paffed a refolution to bor-

row five millions of dollars at the intereft of four per cent,

the faith of the united ftates being pledged to the lenders for

the payment both of principal and intereft.

As the fituation of affairs became extremely critical, and

the preservation of Philadelphia to all appearance hopelefs,

at the time that Lord Cornwallis had overrun the Jerfeys,

and that the Britifh forces had taken pofleflion of the towns

and pods on the Delaware, the Congrefs pcblifhed an addrefs ^^^- '°»

to the people in general, but more particularly thofe of Pen- Addrefs

fylvania and the adjacent ftates. The general obje6ts of this to the

piece, were to aw^aken the attention of the people, remove people,

their defpondency, renew their hopes and fpirits, and con-

firm their attentions of fupporting the war, by (hewing that

no
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no otlier means were left for the prefervation of thofe rights

ard liberties for which ^hey originally contended But it was

particularly and immediately intended to forward the com-
pletion of the new army, and to call out the inhabitants of the

ueighbouring countries, to the defence of Philadelphia.

For thefe purpofes they enumerated the caufes of the

troubles, the fuppofed grievances they had endured, the late

opprefTive laws which had been palled ?gain{l them, dwelt

much upon the contempt with which all their petitions and

applications for redrefs had been treated j and to fhew that no

alternative but war, or a tame refignation of all that could be

dear to mankind remained, they afferted, that even the boaft-

ed CommifTioners for giving peace to America had not offer-

ed, nor did yet offer, any teims but pardon on abfolute fub-

miffion. From this detail and thefe premifes they deduced

the neceffity of the a6i: of Independency, ailerting, that it

would have been im.poffible for them to have defended their

rights againfl: fo powerful an aggreffor, aided by large armies

of foreign mercenaries, oi to have obtained that affiflanee

from other dates which was ablolutely necefiary to their pre-

fervation, whilft they acknowledged the fovereignty, and con-

fefTed themfelves the fubjects of that power, againft which

they had taken up arms, and were engaged in fo cruel a war.

They boafted of the kiccefs that had in general attended

their caufe and exertions, contending that the prefent ftate of

weaknefsand danger, did not proceed from any capital lols,

defeat, or from any defeat of valour in their troops, but

merely from the expiration of the term of thofe fhort enliff-

yr.ents, which had in the beginning' been adopted from an at-

tention to the eafe of the people. They affured them, that

foreign flates had already rendered them effential fervices,

and had given them the moft pofitive affurances of further aid.

And they excited the indignation and animofity of the people,

by expatiating upon the unrelenting, cruel, and inhuman
manner, in which, they faid, the war was carried on, not

onl\ by the auxiliaries, but even by the Britifli forces them-
felves

Complaints of this kind held a didinguifhed place in all the

American publications of that time. Some of them indeed

contained nothing elfe, but details of rapes, rapine, cruelty

and murder. Though thele accounts were undoubtedly high-

ly exaggerated, it is, however, to be apprehended, that too

much room w^as afforded for complaints of that nature. The
odium began with tlie Heffians, and has fmce ftuck clofely to

them, though the Britifli troops were far from efcaping a

flia,re
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fhare of the imputation. The former, naturally fierce and i^^^.
cruel, ignorant of any rights but thofe of defpotifm, and of c.»v-«^
any manners, but thofe eftablifhed within the narrow pre-
cin8:of their own government, were incapable of forming a-

ny di{lin6tion between ravaging and deftroying an enemy's
country, where no prefent benefit was intended but plunder,

nor any future advantage expe6ted but that of weakening the
foe, and the reducing of a malcontent people (who though
in a ftate of rebellion, were ftill to be reclaimed, not deftroy-

ed) to a due fenfe of obedience to their lawful fovereign.

It has been faid, that in order to reconcile them to fo new
and ftrangean adventure, fome idea had been held out to them
in Germany, that they fliould obtain large portions of the

lands which they were to conquer in America, and that this

notion, however abford, made them at firft confider the an-

tient pofleflbrs as their natural enemies ; but that when they
found their error, they confidered the moveable plunder of the

country, not only as a matter of right, but an inadequate re-

compenfe for undertaking fuch a voyage, and engaging in

fuch a war.

Military rapine may be eafily accounted for without zny
recourfe to fuch a deception. It had been obferved from the
beginning, that the mcft mortal antipathy fubfided between
the Americans and Heffians. The former, contending them-
felves for freedom, and filled with the higheft notions of the
natural rights of mankind, regarded with equal contempt and
abhorrence, a people whom they confidered as the moft for-

did of all mercenary flaves, in thus refigning all their faculties

to the will of a petty defpot, and becoming the ready inftru-

ments of a cruel tyranny. They reproached them with the

higheft poffible degree of moral turpitude, in thus engaging
in a domefiic quarrel, in which they had neither intereft nor
concern, and quitting their homes in the old world to butch-
er a people in the new, from whom they never had received

the fmalleft injury ; but who, on the contrary, had for a cen-
tury paft afforded an hofpitable afylum to their harrafied and
opprefled countrymen, who had fled in multitudes to efcape
from a tyranny, fimilar to that under which they were now
a6ting, and to enjoy the bleffings of a liberty molt generoufly

held out to them, of which theie m.ercenarits would impiouf-
ly bereave the German as well as Engliih Americans.

Such fentiments, and fuch reproaches, did not fail to In-

creafe their natural ferocity and rapacioufnefs ; and it is faid

that they continued in a courfe of plunder, until they at

length became fo encumbered and loaded with fpoil, and fo

anxious
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1776. anxious for its prefervation, that it grew to be a great impe-
^i^v"^ diment to their militar}' operations.

However difagreeable this condu6l: was, and contrary to

the naiure of the Britifh commanders, it was an evil not eafi-

ly to be remedied. They could not venture to hazard the

fuccefs of the war. In To diftant a fituation, and fuch precari-

ous and critical circa mftances, by quarrelling with auxiliaries,

who were nearly as numerous and powerful as their own for-

ces. Allowances were neceffarily to be made for a difference

of manners, opinions, and even ideas of military rules and
fervice. Without opening any general ground of diflike or

quarrel, it required all the conllancy, and all that admirable

equanimity of temper which diftingulfli General Howe's
character, to reftrain the operation of thofe picques, jealou

Ties, and animofities, the effect of national pride, emulation,

and a difference of manners, which no wifdom could prevent

from fpringing up in the two armies.

It was fcarccly poffible that the devaftation and diforders

praQ:ifed by the Heffians, fhould not operate in fome degree
in their example upon the Britifh troops. It would have been

difficult to have punifhed enormities on the one fide, which
were pradlifed without referve or apprehenfion on the other.

Every fuccefsful deviation from order and difcipline in war,

is certainly and fpeedily followed by others ftill greater. No
relaxation can take place in either without the mofl: ruinous

confequences. The foldier, who at firfl: fhrinks at trifling

exceffes, v.'ill in a little time, if they pafs without queftion,

proceed, without hefitaiion, to the greateft enormities.

From hence fprung the clamour raifed in America of the

defolation which was fpread through the Jerfeys, and which
by taking in friends and moderate men, as well as enemies,

did great injury to the royal cauTe, uniting the latter more
firmly, and urging to activity, or detachmg, many of the

former. Nor could the effefl: be confined to the immediate

fufferers ; the exaggerated details which were publifhed of

thefe enormities, ferving to embitter the minds of m-en ex-

ceedingly through all the colonies. Thefe accounts being

a!fo tranfmitted to Europe, feemed in fome degree to affe£l

cur national character ; in France particularly, where the

people in general, through the whole courfe of this conteft,

have been ilrongly American, they were readily received and

willingly credited. Among other enormities which received

the cenfure of our neighbours in that country, the de{lru6tion

of the public library at Trenton, and of the college and libra-

ry at Princetown, together with a celebrated orrery made by

Rirtenhoufe,
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Rittenhoufe, faid to be the beft and fined In the world, were 1776.
brought as charges of a Gothic barbarity, which waged war v.—v**-'

even with hterature and the fciences.

In about a month after the taking of New-York, the in- Petitions
habitants of that city and ifland, prefented a petition to Lord from the

and General Howe, the comrnifTioncrs for refloring peace to inhabi-

the colonies, figned by Daniel Horfemanden, Oliver de tants of

Lancy, and 946 others, declaring their allegiance, and their New-
acknowledgement of the Conjiitutional Supremacy of Great- York,

Britain over the colonies ; and praying that in purfuance of ^^* ^^

the former declarations iffued by the CommifTioners, that 5J^®"^'

city and couDty might be reftored to his Majefty's peace and
°^""°""

protection.

This petition to the Commiflioners was followed by ano- Critical
ther to the fame purpofe, from the freeholders and inhabi- ftare of
tants of Queen's County in Long-ifland. It was obferved of Philadei-

thefe petitions, that the acknowledgment of the Conftituti- phia.

onal fupremacy in one, and of the conftitutional authority of
Great-Britain in the other, were very guardedly exprelTed,

all mention of parliament being omitted, and the great quef-

tion of unconditional fubmiflion left totally at large. It is

alfo remarkable, that though the inhabitants of York Ifland

and Queen's County, befides raifing a confiderable body of
troops for the King's fervice, and eftablifhing a flrong mili-

tia for the common defence, had given every other teftimony

of their loyalty, which could be expe6led or wifhed, yet

thefe petitions were not attended to, nor were they reilored

to thofe rights which they expected in confequence of the de-
clarations, as well as of the late law for the appointment of
CommifTioners.

The critical fituation of Philadelphia, which a night or
two's froft would have laid open to the Britifh forces, obliged

the Congrefs, about the clofe of the year, to confult their

own fafety by retiring to Baltimore, in Maryland. In this

ftate ol external danger, the diffentions which fprung up
among themfelves were not lels alarming to the Americans.
We have formerly fliewn that the Declaration of Independen-
cy had met with a (Irong oppofition in Phiiadelpha, not only

from thofe who were called, or confidered as Tories, but

from many, who in all other matters had been among the
mofl; forward in oppofing the claims of the crown and par-

liament. The carrying of the qucftion by a great majority

throughout the province, was far from leffening the bitter-

nefs of thofe who oppofed it, amongfl: whom were mofl of
the Quakers, a great and powerful body in that colony; fo

that
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1776. that the difcontented in thii bufinefs, forgetting in the pre-

\.^^^-^^ fent their ancient animofity, with all its operating caiifes,

coale'ced with the Tories or loyalifts, whom they had for-

merly perfecuted, and confidered as betrayers, and inveterate

enemies of their country, thus compofing all together a very

formidable party.

Divifions J" confequence of this diflention, and of the ill fuccefs of

inPenfyl- the rebellious arms during the greater part of the campaign,

rania. which difpofed many to look to their fafety, a Mr. Galloway,

the family of Aliens, with other leading men, either in Pen-

fylvania or the Jcrfeys, fame of whom had been members of

Congrefs, fled to the Commiffioners at New-York, to claim

the benefits of the general pardon which had been offered
;

expecting, as matters then ftood, to return fpeedily home in

triumph. Thefewere, however, much lefs troublefome and

dangerous to the Americans, than thofe who kept their

ground, who v/ere fo numerous and powerful, that upon the

approach of the Britifh forces to the Delaware, they pre-

vented the order for fortifying the city of Philadelphia from

being carried into execution. This eccentric and alarming

movement in the feat of life and action, obliged General

"Wafhington, weak as he was, to detach three regiments,

under the command of Lord Stirling, eflfedually to quell the

oppofition of that party, and to give efficacy to the meafure

of fortifying the city. This decifive conduct anfwered all

its purpofes, except that of fortifying the city, a defign which

feems to have been abandoned as not practicable, or not ne-

ceffary at that time.

As the feafon grew too fevere to keep the field, and the

frofls were not yet fufficiently fet in for the pafTage of the De-
laware, it became neceffary towards the middle of Dect;m-

ber to put the Britifh and auxiliary forces under cover. They
were accordingly thrown into great cantonments, forming

an extenfive chain from Brunfwick on the Rariton to the

Delaware, occupying not only the towns, ports, and villages,

which came within a liberal defcription of that line, but thofe

alfo on the banks of the Delaware for feveral miles, fo that

the latter compofed a front at the end of the line, which look-

ed over to Penfylvania.

Things were now in fuch a fituation, that there feemed to

be as little probability of interrupting the defigns, or endan-

gering the fecurity on the one fide, as of renewing the fpirit,

or retrieving the weaknefs, on the other. In this ftate of af-

fairs, a bold and fpirited enterprize, which ihewed mor^ of

brilliancy than real effeQ: in its firft appearance, became ca-

pable
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pable in its confeqviences of changing in a great meafure the i??^-

worft fortune of the war. Such exiTaordinary efFeds do ^-^^^r*^

fmall events produce, in that laft and moft uncertain of hu-
man decifions.

Colonel Rail, a brave and experienced officer, was ftati- Surprize
oned with a brigade of Heflians, confiding of three battalions, at Tren-
with a few Britifh light-horfe, and 50 chaflfeurs, amounting ton.

in the whole to 14 or 1500 men, at Trenton, upon the De-
laware, being the higheft poft which the royal army occupied

upon that river. Colonel Donop, with another brigade,

lay at Bordentown, a few miles lower down the river ; and
at Burlington ftill lower, and within twenty miles of Phila-

delphia a third body was pofted. The corps at Trenton, as

well as the others, partly from the knowledge they had of
the weaknefs of the enemy, and partly from the contempt in

which they held him, confidered themfelves in as perfe6t a
flate of fecurity, as if they had been upon garrifon duty in

their own country, in a time of the profoundeft peace. It is

faid, and feems probable, that this fuppofed fecurity, in-

creafed that licence and laxity of difcipline, of which we
have before taken notice, and produced an inattention to the

poflibility of a furprize, which no fuccefs or fituation can
juftify in the vicinity of an enemy, however weak or con-
temptible.

Thefe circumftances, if they really exifted, feem not to

have efcaped the vigilance of General Waihington. But,
cxclufive of thefe, he fully faw and comprehended the dan-

ger to which Philadelphia and the whole province would be
inevitably expofed, as foon as the Delaware was thoroughly
covered with ice, if the enemy, by retaining pofleflion of the
oppofite (hore, were at hand to profit of that circumftance,

whilft he was utterly incapable of oppofing them in the

field.

To wapd off this danger, he with equal boldnefs and abi-

lity formed a defign to prevent the enemy, by beating up
their quarters; intending to remedy the deficiency of force

by the manner of applying it ; by bringing it nearly to a

point ; and by attacking unexptftedly and feparately thofe

bodies which he could not venture to encounter if united.

If the defign fucceeded only in part, it might, however, in-

duce the enemy to contraQ: their cantonments, and to quit

the vicinity of the river, when they found it was not a fuffj-

cient barrier to cover their quarters from infult and danger ;

thus obtaining that fecurity for Philadelphia, which, 3t pre-

fcnt, was the principal obje<51; of his attention.
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For this parpofe. General Walhington took the neceffary

meafures forairembling his forces (which confifted moftly of

drafts from the militia of Penfylvania and Virginia) in three

divifions, each of which was to arrive at its appointed ftati-

on on the Delaware, as foon after dark, and with as little

noife as poffible, on the night of Chriftmas-day. Two of

thefe divifions were under the command of the Generals Er-
wing and Cadwallader, the firft of which was to pafs the ri-

ver at Trenton Ferry, about a mile below the town, and

the other ftill lower towards Bordentown. The principal

body was commanded by Mr. Wafhington in perfon, aflifted

by the Generals Sullivan and Green, and confifled of about

2500 men, provided with a train of ao fmall brafs field

pieces.

With this body he arrived at M'Kenky's Ferry, about

nine miles above Trenton, at the time appointed, hoping to

be able to pafs the divifion and artillery over by midnight,

and that it would then be no difficulty to reach that place long

before daylight, and efFe6lually to furprize Rail's brigade.

The river was, however, fo incumbered with ice, that it

was with great difficulty the boats could make their way
through, which with the extreme feverity of the weather,

retarded their paflage fo much, that it was near four o'clock

before it was compleated. They were ftill equally delayed

and incommoded in the march by a violent florm of fnow and
hail, which rendered the way fo flippery, that it was with

difficulty they reached the place of deilination by eight

o'clock.

The detachment liad been formed in two divifions imme-
diately upon pafling the river, one of which, turning to the

right, took the lower road to Trenton, whilll: the other, with

General Wafhington, proceeded along the upper, or Pen-
mngton road. iSfotwithflanding the delays they met, and

the advanced {late of daylight, the HeiTians had no know-
ledge of their approach, until an advanced pou, at fome dif-

tance trom the town, was attacked by the upper divifion, the

lower, about the fame tirrie, driving in ijieoutguards on their

fide. The regiment of Rail, having been detached to fup-

port tl.e picket which was firft attacked, was th.rown into dif-

V 1 R'l
^^^^'^ ^y ^^'^ retreat of that party, and obliged to rejoin the

^j^^j!jj^|i„
main body. Colonel Rail now bravely charged the enemy,

\round.d l^"t being foon mortally wounded, the troops were thrown
into dilbrder after a fliort encj^orement, and driven from theirDO
artilleiy, which confined only of fix battalion brafs field

pieces. Thus overpowered, and nearly furrounded* after

an
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an ineffectual attempt to retreat to Princetown, the three 1776.
regiments of Rail, Lofsberg, and KnyJ3hauren, found them- '

—

^-^^

felves under the unfortunate necefHiy of furrendering prifon- Three
ers of war. regi-

As the road along the river fide to Bordentown led frora n^ents

that part of Trenton moft remote from the enemy, the light- ^"^render

horfe, chafleurs, a confiderable number of the private men, |.

.^"^'

with fome few officers, made their efcape that way. It is
^ -^^

alfo faid, that a number of the Hefllans who had been out ^"^^

marauding in the country, and accordingly abfent from their

duty that morning, found the fame refuge, whilfl their crime
was covered under the common misfortune.

The lofs of the Hefllans in killed and wounded was very
inconfiderable, not exceeding 30 or 40 at the mod ; that on
the other fide was too trifling to be mentioned ; the whole
number of prifoners amounted to 918. Thus was one part

of General Wafliington's proje6l crowned with fuccefs; but

the two others failed in the execution, the quantity of ice be-

ing fo great, that the divifions under Erwing and Cadwalia-
der, found the river, where they directed their attempts,

impaffable. If this had not been the cafe, and that the firfl:,

in purfuance of his inftruflions, had been able to have poffef-

fed the bridge over Trenton Creek, not one of thofe who
rnade their way to Bordentown could have efcaped. But if

the defign had taken effeQ.in all its parts, and the three divi-

fions had joined after the affair at Trenton, itfeems probable

that they would have fwept ail the pofl:s on the river before

them.

As things were. General Waniing;on could not proceed

any further in the profecution of hisdtfign. The force he

had with him was far from being able even to maintain its

ground at Trenton, there being a ftrongbody of light inlan-

try within a few miles at Princetown, which by the jun6lion

oT Donop's brigade, or other bodies from the cantonments,
would have fcon overwhelmed his little at my. He accord-

ingly repafled the Delaware the fame evening, carrying with
him the prifoners, who with their artillery and colours, af-

forded a day of new and joyful triumph at Philadelphia.

This fmall fuccefs wonderfully raifed the fpirits of the r"^^^
J^^

Americans. It is an odd, but a general difpofiiion of man- J^!-°
kind, to be much more afraid of thofe whom they do not "

know, than of thofe with whom they are acquainted. Dif- Trenton
ference of drefs, of arms (though lefs ufefui), of complex- on the
ion, beard, colour of the hair or eyes, with the general man- Ameri-
r.er, air, and countenance, have at difTtTcnt times had fur- cans in

0^2 i^mJr.g g-nerah
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prizing efFefls upon brave, difciplined, and experienced ar-

mies. The Heflians had hitherto been very terrible to the

Americans ; and the taking of a whole brigade of them pri-

foners, feemed fo incredible, that at the very time they were
marching into Philadelphia, people were contending indiffe-

rent parts of the town, that the whole ftory was a fi6lion,

and indeed that it could not be true. The charm was now,
however, diflblved, and the Heflians were no longer terrible.

In the mean time General Wa{hington was reinforced by fe-

veral regiments from Virginia and Maryland, as well as with

fcveral new bodies of the Penfylvania militia, who, with thofe

of that province already under his command, were much di-

flinguilhed in the hard fervice of the enfuing winter cam-

Reafon- ^^^ furprize at Trenton did not excite lefs amazement in

ings and ^^^ Britifh and auxiliary quarters, than it did joy in thofe of

conjee- the Americans. Blame was loofely fcattered every where.

tures That three old eftablifhed regiments, of a people who make
thereon, war their profeflion, (bould lay down their arms to a ragged

and undifcipjined militia, and that with fcarcely any lofs on

either fide, feemed an event of fo extraordinary a nature,

that it gave full fcope to the operation of conjecture, fufpici-

on, cenfure, and malignity, as different tempers were diffe*

rently affected.

The General was blarned for laying fo extenfive a chain of
cantonments; Rail was condemned for marching out of the

town to meet the enemy, and the character of the Heffians,

in general, did not rife in the opinion of their allies.

As to the firft, the General had forefeen the obje6lion, but
he depended upon the weaknefsof the enemy, the good dif-

pofition of the Inhabitants, the confiderable force which wai
Rationed in the advanced pofts, and was befides influenced by
a defire to cover and prote(5l the county of Monmouth, where
a great number of the people were well affe6ted to the royal

caufe. It may be added, that perhaps no line of cantonment
or pod can be contrived fo compact and fecure, as not toad»
mit the poffibiiity of an impreffion in fome one part, by a

force much inferior to the aggregate power of the defen-s'

Cve.

With re[r)cdi to Colonel Rail, if the charge againft him
was fell founded, his mifcondu6t fprung from anerror, which
was i^eneraliy prevalent among the officers and men both of
the Brilifl"^ and Heffian forces. The fa<51: is, that from the

ftfcccOes of the preceding campaign, and the vafl fuperiority

which ihey perceived in thgmfclvcs in tVQry adion, they had

heW
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held the Americans in too great contempt both as men and

as foldiers, and were too apt to attribute thofe advantages to

fome extraordinary perfonal virtue and excellence, which
were in reality derived from the concurrence of a number of

other, and very different caufes ; from military fkill, expe-

rience and difcipline ; from the fuperior excellence of their

fmall arms, artillery, and of all other engines, furniture, and

fupplies, neceflary for war ; and ftill more particularly, to a

better fupply, and a more dexterous and effe6:iveufe of bay-

onets ; which gave them a great fuperiority over the Ame-
ricans, who were poorly furnifhed with this kind of arms,

and were by no means expert in the ufe of them.

The alarm now fpread, induced the Brltifh and auxiliary r i

troops immediately to aflemble, and General Grant, with the q^ ^^^
forces at Brunfwick and that quarter, to advance fpeedily to v/allis

Princetown ; whilft Lord Cornwallis, who had gone to New returns

York in his way to England, found it neceflary to delay his to the

voyage, and return pofttothe defence of the Jerfeys. They Jerfeys.

were not now without an enemy to encounter, for General

Wafhington, encouraged by the reinforcemcrus he had re-

ceived, had again pafled the Delaware, and was with his

whole force at Trenlon.

Lord Cornwallis marched immediately to attack the ene- t^„ ^
my, whom he found in a {Irong pofition, formed at the back 1777'.

of Trenton Creek, being in pofleflion of the bridge, and v-^v-i-N^

other paflages, which were well covered with artillery. Af-

ter feveral fkirmifhes in the approach, a cannonade enfued on
both fides, which continued until night. A brigade of the

Britifh troops lay that night at Maidenhead, fix miles from
Trenton, and another upon its march from Brunfwick, con-

fiding of the 17th, the 40th, and 55th regiments, under

the command of Lieutenant Colonel Mawhood, were at

Princetown, about the fame diftance beyond Maidenhead.

In this fituation on both fides, General Wafhington, who p 1

was far from intending to rifque a battle, having taken the
\Ya{|,_

neceflary precaution of keeping up the fires, and every other jngton
appearance of ftill occupying his camp, and leaving fmall qui^j i^{s

parties to go the rounds, and guard the bridge and the fords, camp,and
withdrew the reft of his forces in the dead of night, and with attacks

the moft profound filence. They marched with fuch expe- Golonel

dition towards Princetown, that though they took a large Maw-
circuit by Allentown, partly to get clear of the Trenton, or hood,

Afl'umpink Creek, and partly to avoid the brigade which lay ^^f-^

at Maidenhead, their van fell in at funrife the next morn- P^i^^e-

irg with Colonel Mawhood, who had juft begun his march. ^°^"-

0.3 That
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That officer not having the fmalleft idea of their forces, the

fogginefs of the morning, or circumftances of the ground,

preventing him from feeing its extent, confidered it only as

the attempt of fome flying party to interrupt his march, and

having eafily dlfpcrfed thofe by whom he was firft attacked,

puflied forward without further apprehenfion. But in a Ut-

ile time, he not only found that the 17th regiment which he

led was attacked on all fides by a fuperior force, but that it

was alfo feparated and cut off from the reft of the brigade,

whllfl: he dlfcovered, by the continued dlftant firing, that the

55 th, which immediately followed, was not in better cir-

cumftances.

In this trying and dangerous fituation, the brave comman-

der, and his equally brave regiment, gained immortal ho-

nour. After a violent conflifit, and the greateft repeated ex-

ertions of courage and dlfciphne, they at length, by dint of

bayonet, forced their way through the thickeft ranks of the

enemy, and purfued their march to Maidenhead undifturbed.

The 55th regiment was little lefs prefled, and finding it im-

poffible to continue its march, with great refolution made good

its retreat, and returned by the way of Hillfborough to Brunf-

wlck. The 40th regiment, which was fllll at Princetown

when theaaion began, fufFered lefs than the others, and re^

tired by another road to the fame place. The enemy ac-

knowledged that nothing could exceed the gallant behaviour

of the corps under Mawhood.
Though the number killed, confidering the nature and

warmth of the engagements, was not fo confiderable as might

have been expefted ; yet, upon the whole, the three regi-

ments fufiered feverely ; their lofs in prifoners amounting to

about 200 ; the killed and wounded were much fewer. The
Americans had many more killed, among whom were fom«

brave officers, particularly General Mercer belonging to

Virginia, who was much efteemed and lamented.

It cannot efcape the obfervation of any perfon who has

attended to the circumftances of this war, that the number

ilain on the fide of the Americans, has in general greatly ex-

ceeded that in the royal army. Though every defedin mi-

litary fkill, experience, judgment, condua, and mechanical

habit, will in fome degree account for this circumftance, yet

perhaps it may be more particularly attributed to the imper-

fea loading of their pieces in the hurry of a£tion, than to any

other caufe; adefeft, of all others, the mofl fatal ; the mod
difficult to be remedied in a new army; and to which even

^terans are not fufficienily attentive. To this may alfo be

added
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added the various make of their fmali arms, which being pro- 1 776.
cured as chance or opportunity favoured them, from remote ^-^^^

and different quarters, were equally different in fize and bore,

which rendered their being fiited with ball upon anygeneral

fcale impracticable.

This a£^ive and unexpe8:ed movement, with Its fpirlted Lord
confequences, immediately recalled Lord Cornwallls from the Cornwal-
Delaware; who was, not without reafon, alarmed for the lis returns

fafety of the troops and magazines at Brunfwick. The Ame- from the

ricans, ftill avoiding a general a6:ion, and fatisfied with their I^elaware

prefent advantages, croffed the Millftone river, without any ^^^ Brunl-

iurther attempt. In a few days, however, they overrun wicL

Eafl Jerfey as v/ell as the Weft, fpreading themfelves over

the Rariton, even into Effex county, where, by feizing

Newark, Elizabeth Town, and Woodbridge, they became
matters of the coafl oppofite to Staten Ifland. Their princi-

pal pofts were taken and flrengthened with fo much judg-

ment, that it was not practicable to diflodge them. The
royal arrtiy retained only the two ports of Brunfwick and Am-
boy, the one fituated a few miles up the Rariton, the other

point of land at its mouth, and both holding an open com-
munication with New York by fea.

Thus by a few well concerted and fplrited aClions, was
Philadelphia faved, Penfylvania freed from danger, the Jer- Ameri-

feys nearly recovered, and a victorious and far fuperior army trans ever

reduced to aCt upon thedefenfive, and for feveral months re- ^"V^*^
{trained within very narrow and inconvenient limits. Thefe

-1^^''^'^

actions, and the fudden recovery from the lowefl flate of

weaknefs and diflrefs, to become a formidable enemy in the

field, raifed the chara<9:er of General Wafhington, as a com-
mander, very high both in Europe and America ; and with

bis preceding and fubfequent conduCt, ferve all together to

give a fanCtion to that appellation, which is now pretty ge-

nerally applied to him, of the American Fabius.

Nor was this change of affairs to be attributed to any error

in the Britifh Generals, or fault in the troops which they

commanded ; but depended entirely upon the happy applici-

tion of a number of powerful and concurring circumftances,

which were far beyond their reach or controul. Though ma-
ny of thefe were forefeen and pointed out, by thofe who from

the beginning, either oppofed in public, or regretted In pri-

vate, this war, and that others are now obvious to every bo-

dy, it may not, however, be amifs to fpecify fome of thofe

caufes which clogged it with particular difficulties.

0.4 Among
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Among the principal of thefe may be confidered the vaft
extent of that continent, with its unufual diftribution into

great trads of cultivated and favagc territory; the long ex-
tent of Tea coaft in front, and the boundlefs waftes at the
back of the inhabited countries, affording rcfource or {hclter

in all circumflances ; the numberlefs inaccefFible pofts, and
ftrong natural barriers, formed by the various combinations
or woods, mountains, rivers, lakes and marfhes. All thefe

properties and circumftances, with others appertaining to the

climates and feafons, may be faid to fight the battles of the

inhabitants of fuch countries in a defcnfive war. To thefe

may be added others lefs local. The unexpected union, and
unknown ftrensjth of the colonies ; the judicious application of
that ftrength, by fuiringthe defence to the nature, genius, and
abihty of the people, as well as to the natural advantages of

the country, thereby rendering it a war of pofts, furprizes,

and fkirmiflies, inftead of a war of battles. To all thefe

may be added, the people's not being bridled by flrong cities,

nor fettered by luxury to thofe which were otherwife, fo

that the reduction of a capital had no effefil upon the reft of

the province, and the army could retain no more territory

than what it occupied, which was again loft as foon as it de-

parted to another quarter.

BritiHi During the remaining winter, and the whole of the fpring

^ndAux' ^^^^ army under Lord Cornwallis continued much ftraitened

ih'aryfor- at Brunfwick and Amboy, the troops undergoing, with the

ces keep greateft perfeverance and refolution, the hardfhips of a moft
pofleffion levere and unremitting duty ; whilft their ranks were thinned
ofBrunf- by a continued feries of fkirmiflies, which were produ6i:ive
wick and of no real advantage on either fide, other than that of inuring
Amboy,

jj^^ Americans to military fervice. In a word, every load of
dunngthe

fQj-^ge which was procured, and every article of provifipn

der f th
^^"^^^i^ <^'^ '^o^ come from New-York, was fought or purcha-

winter. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ P'^^^^ °^ blood.

The confequence of the late military outrages in the Jer-

feys were feverely felt in the pre fent change of circumftan-

ces. As foon as fortune turned, and the means were in their

power, the fufferers of all parties, the well difpofed to the

royal caufe, as well as the neutrals and wavering, now rofe

as a man to revenge their perfonal injuries and particular op-

prefTions, and being goaded by a keener fpur, than any which

a public caufe, or general motive could have excited? became

its bittereft and moft determined enemies. Thus the whole

country, with too few exceptions, became hoftile ; thofe

v/ho were incapable of arms, acting as fpies, and keeping a

continual
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continual watch for thofe who bore them ; fo that the fmal-

left motion could not be made, without its being expofed and
difcovered, before it could produce its intended efFefit. Such
were the untoward events, that in the winter damped the

hopes of a vifilorious army, and nipped the laurels of a fore"

going profpcrOus campaign.

We have formerly had occafion to (hew, the bad fuccefs Indian
which invariably attended the repeated attempts that had been war.
made, of calling off the attention and force of the fouthern

colonies from the fupport of the general alliance to their own
immediate defence, by involving them effectually in civil

war and domeffic contention, either through the means of
the well affe6ted in general, the Regulators and Highland
emigrants in the Carolinas, or of the Negroes in Virginia.

We have alfo taken feme fmall notice, of the charges made
by the infurgentsin fome of thefe provinces againft their go-
vernors, of endeavouring to bring the favages down to fur-

ther thofe deflgns.

The failure of thefe attempts, was not fufEcient to damp
the zeal of the Britiih agents among the Indian nations, nor
to render them hopelefs of flill performing fome eflential fer-

vice, by engaging thefe people to make a diverfion, and to

attack the fouthern colonies in their back and defencelefs parts.

The Indians, ever light in a61: and faith, greedy of preients,

and eager for fpoil, were not difficultly induced, by a proper
application of the one, and the hope of the other, concurring

with their own natural difpofition, to forget the treaties which
they had lately confirmed or renewed with the colonifls, and
to engage in the defign.

It was held out to them, that a Briti(h army was to land in

Weft Florida, and after penetrating through the Creek,
Chickefaw, and Cherokee countries, and being joined by
the warriors of thofe nations, they were jointly to invade

the Carolinas and Virginia, whilft another formidable force

fey fea and land, was to make a powerful impreffion on the
coafts. Circular letters to the fame import, were fent by
Mr. Stuart, the principal agent for Indian affairs, to the in-

habitants of the back fetilements, requiring all the well-af-

fe£ted, as well as all thofe, who were wiUing to preferve

themfelves and their families from the inevitable calamities

and deftruQiion of an Indian war, to be in readinefs to repair

to the royal ftandard, as foon as it was erected in the Che-
rokee country, and to bring with them their horfes, cattle,

and provifions, for all of which they were promifed pay-
ment. They were likewife required, for their prcfent fecu^

rity.
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r'lt}^ and future diflindion from the King's enemies, to fub-

fcrlbe immediately to a written paper, declaratory of their

allegiance.

The fcheme was fo plaufible, and carried fuch a probabi-

lity of luccefs, that itfeemed to have had a very extenfive

iOperation upon the difpofition of the Indians, and to have

prepared them in a great meafure for a general confederacy

againft the Colonies. Even the fix nations, who had before

agreed to the obfervance of a ftri6\: neutrality, now commit-
ted feveral fmall ads of hoftility, which were afterwards dif-

owned by their elders and chiefs. The Creek Indians, more
violent, began the fouthern war with all their ufual barba-

rity, until finding that the expe6ted fuccours did not ar-

rive, they, with a forefight uncommon among Indians, flop-

ped fuddenly fhort, and repenting of what they had done,

were, in the prefent flate of affairs, eafily excufed ; and be-

ing afterwards applied to for afiiftance by the Cherokecs, re-

turned for anfwer, that they, the latter, had plucked the

thorn out of their foot, and were welcome to keep it.

But the Cherokees fell upon the adjoining colonies with

determined fury, carrying, for a part of the fummer, ruin

and defolation wherever they came, fcalping andflaughtering

the people, and totally deftroying their fettlements. They
were foon, however checked, and feverely experienced,

that things were much altered, fince the time of their former

warfare upon the fame ground, and that the martial fpirit

now prevalent in the colonies, was extended to their remo-

teft frontiers. They were not only repulfed or defeated in

every action, by the neighbouring militia of Virginia and the'

Carolinas, but purfucd into their own country, where their

towns were demolifhed, their corn deftroyed, and their war-

riors thinned in repeated engagements, until the nation was

nearly exterminated, and the wretched furvivors v/ere obliged

to fubmit to any terms prefcribed by the vi£tors ; while the

neighbouring nations of Indians were filent and paflive fpec-

tators of their calamities.

Nor was this Indian war more fortunate, with refpefl to

its effe<9; on the well-affe<5led on thofe quarters ; who are

not only faid, to a man, to have expreffed the utmofl: averfi-

on to the authors, and abhorrence of the cruelty of that mea-
fure, but that fome of the chief leaders of the tories, avow-

ed a recantation of their former principles, merely upon that

account.

It was in the midfl of the buftle and danger of the war,

and when the fcale of fortune feemed to bang heavily againft

th.emj
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them, by the defeat on Long-Ifland, and the reduaion of ,776.

New-York, at a time when a great and invmcible torce by ^^.^^

fea and land, carried difmay and conqueft wherever it di-

reaed its courfe, that all the members of the Congrefs ven- oa. 4.

tured to fign that remarkable treaty of perpetual coinpaa and

un'on between the thirteen revolted colon.es, which lays down

an invariable fyftem of rule, or laws, tor their government

in all public ca'es with reipea to each other in peace or war,

and isalfo extended to their commerce with foreign ftates.

This piece, which may be confidered as a moft dangerous

fupplement to the Declaration of Independency, was pub.ifli-

ed under the title of Articles of Confederation and Perpetual

Union between the thirteen fpecified dates, and has f.nce re-

ceived, as the necelTary forms would permit, the fepara.e

ratification of each colony. Such was m general the ftate or

affairs in America at the clofe of the year 1776. [tor tbep

Artichsat Urge, fee p. 200.]

HISTORY
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CHAP. XIII.

Campaign of the year I 7 7 7 opens. General Sir WilUam Howe,
Lord Cornwallis, and General Tryon, with the Britijh for*-
ces under their command ; and the Hejfians under that of
General Knyphaufen, take the field ; as alfo thofe of the
enemy under the Generals Wafiington, Woofer, Sullivan^
Warren, Mercer, Wayne, Gates, Parfons, and Arnold,
tvith thofe under Lord Stirling, The different anions, at
Peeks'"s-Kill, Danbury, Egg-Harbour, Amboy, Staten-Ifand,
Sandy Hook, and Tieonderoga. At the River-Elk, Red-
Clay Creek, Cbad's-Ford, Brandywine, and Germantown.
Philadelphia taken, Belaware paffage obftru£led. The
expedition to BilUngsfort, Germantown, Red-Bank, and
Mud-Ifand. Delaware paffage opened. Sir William Howe
winters in Philadelphia, Wajbington at Valley-Forge,

"^111' WE have already fhewn the Hate and fituatlon of the
armies in America during the winter and greater part

cf the fpring. As the feafon opened, and enlarged the
field of enterprize, our commanders did not negled feizing
thofe advantages which nature and their naval fuperiority
prefented, in a country deeply interfeaed by navigable ri-
vers, and continually laid open in other parts by the number-
lefs inlets and channels, which the peculiar conftruaion of
the iflands and coafts, admit in their junaion with the oceail
and thoi'e rivers.

rrovmr.
^" ^^^ ^^^^" ^'^"^^ ^ confiderable body of provincial troops

ilscmbo^
^^^ formed under the aufpices of General Sir William Howe,

died. ^^'^^ ^y degrees amounted to feveral thoufand men, and
which under that denomination included, not only American,
but Britifh and Irifh refugees from the different parts of the
continent. This corps was entirely officered, either by thofe
gentlemen, who for their attachment to the royal caufe had
been obliged to abandon their refpeaive provinces, or by

G. Try- thofe who lived under that proteaion in the New-York
«>n. iflands. The new troops were placed for the temporary tim«

of their fervice, upon the fame footing as to pay, fubfiflence,

and
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and clothing, with the eftabUfhed national bodies of the roy- 1777,
al army, with the further advantage to the private men and v^-v-^
non-commiflioned officers, that they were entitled to confi-

derable allotments of vacant lands at the end of the troubles.

This meafure, befides its utility in point of ftrength, afford-

ed fome prefent provifion to thofe, who having lofl: every

thing in this unhappy conteft, were now thrown upon the

crown, as their only refuge, for fupport ; whilft on the other

fide, inftead of their being an heavy and unprofitable bur-

den to the crown, they were placed in a condition which ena-

bled them to become a<9:ive and ufeful inflruments in effe^-

ing its purpofes. At the fame time, this acquifition of

ftrength, derived from, and growing in the country, carried

a moft flattering appearance, and feemed to indicate re^

fources for the profecution of the war in the very theatre of

afliion.

As all new forces mufl of courfe be much fitter for de-

fence, than for adive fervice in the field, fo it added much
to the apparent utility of this meafure, that the royal pro-

vincials could immediately be difpofed of to the greateft ad-

vantage, in the protection and defence of New-York and
the adjacent iflands, fupplying thereby the place of the ve-

teran troops, and affording a free fcope to the diftact opera-

tions of the grand army. To render this defenfivc fyftem

for the iflands more complete. Governor Tryon, who, al-

ready in his civil capacity commanded the militia, and who
had taken the utmoft pains in its eftablifliment, was now
placed by the commander in chief at the head of the new
corps, under the title and rank of Major-General of the

provincials whereby he was enabled effectually to combine
and bring into action the joint force of thefe feparate bodies.

The great natural fl:rength of the country, the vicinity of
the North River, with its convenience in refped to the feat

of war, had induced the Americans, during the w^inter, to

ere6t: mills and eftablifh their principal magazines, in that

rough and mountainous tra<5t called the Manor of Court-
land. Thus it became their grand repofitory, and trufting

in the fccurity of this natural citadel, neither induftry was
wanting, nor expence fpared, in abundantly providing it with

immenfe fupplies of provifions, forage, and (lores, of all

forts. A place, otherwife of no importance, called Peek's
Kill, which lies about fifty miles up the North River from
New-York, ferved as a kind of port to Courtland Manor,
by which it both received provifions, and difpenfed fuoplies.

Sir
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Sir William Howe was well aware of thefe clrcumftances

in general, and was as well convinced of the decilive confe-

quences which mud enfue from the cutting oflF ihofe refour-

ces, which the enemy had with fuch infinite labour and ex^

pence accumulated for the fupport and profecution of the

war. A general attempt upon Courtland Manor, would

not only be dangerous, from the ftrength of the country,

and imprafiticability of the ground ; but mufl from its own
nature be rendered abortive ; as the length, the parade, and

the manner of the preparation, would afford the Americans

time and warning to alTemble their whole force in that quar-

ter ; where, if we flill perfifted in our defign, we mufl: fight

under every poffible disadvantage, and a moral certainty of

great lofs ; and if they did not chufe, even upon thefe terms,

to hazard an engagement with us, they would have fuffici-

cnt time to remove their magazines, before we could bring

the point to any decifion.

Peek's Kill, was, however, within reach, and the Gene-
ral determined to profit of that circumfliance. Colonel Bird,

with a detachment of about 500 men, under the condu6t of

a frigate of war, and other armed vefTels, was fent on board

fome tranfports up the North River for that fervice. The
enemy upon the approach of the Britifh armament, finding,

or thinking themfelves, unequal to the defence of the place,

and being convinced, that there was no pofuble time to re-

move any thing but their amis and bodies, fet fire to

the barracks, and principal ftore-houfes and then reti-

red to a flrong pafs at about two miles diflance, which com-
manded the entrance into the mountains, and covered a road

which led to fomc of the mills and other depofits. The Bri-

jifh troops upon their landing, perceiving that they could not

have time or opportunity to bring off the provlfions or oiher

articles, completed the conflagration. All the magazines

were deflroyed. The troops re-embaiked when the fervice

was performed, and the armament, after deftroying feveral

fmall craft laden with provifions, returned.

This fervice, however, was far from filling up the outline

of the Generars defign. The magazines at Peek's Kill

were not of the importance and magnitude which he had

been led to expe6l, and lomethmg, if pofllble, mufl: ftiU be

done, to weaken the enemy by cutting off their refources.

He obtained intelligence, that the Americans had depofited

large quantities of flores and provifions in the town or vil-

lage of Danbury, and other places in the borders of Connec-

ticut, which lay contiguous to Courtland Manor. An ex-

pedition
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pedltlon was accordingly undertaken for the deftruflion of

ihefe depofits, the charge of which, as an introduction to

his new mihtary command, was committed to Governor
Tryon, who was afTifted by thofe a6iive and able officers,

Brigadier-General Agnew, and Sir William Erfkine. The
expedition was faid to be undertaken on a plan of General ^pj.jl 21?.

Tryon, who had flattered himfelf with finding a jun<Elion of

many provincials in that quarter as foon as he {hould appear

with the troops.

The detachment appointed to this fervlce confided ofg^^.g^jj.

about 2000 men, who being pafl^ed through the Sound, un-jj^^jo
der the convoy of a proper naval armament, were landed Danbury
near Norwalk in Connecticut, about 20 miles to the South-

ward of Danbury. As the country was in no fiate of pre-

paration, nor under any apprehenfion of the defign, the

troops advanced without interruption, and arrived at Dan-
bury the following day. They now perceived that the coun- a>t p. _

try was rifing to intercept their return, and as no carnages
^j^^^ jg^

could be procured, if it had been otherwife, to bring off the Proved,
fiores and provifions, they immediately proceeded to the de-

llruCtionof the magazine. In the execution of this prompt
fervlce, the town was unavoidably burnt.

The detachment returned on the 27th by the way of

Ridgefield. In the mean time the Generals Woofter, Ar-
nold, and Silliman, having hafiily arrived from different

quarters, and coUeCted fuch militia as were within their

reach, endeavoured by every poirible means to interrupt

their march, until a greater force could arrive to fuppcrt

them with effeCl in the defign of cutting off their retreat.

The firil: of thefe officers hung upon the rear of the detach-

ment, whilft Arnold, by crofiing the country gained their

front, in order to difpute their padage through RidgeBeld,

Nor could the excellent order and formidable appearance of

the Britifli forces, who had large coverirg parties well fur-

nifhed with field pieces on their flanks and rear, nor the tu-

multuary manner in which a militia not very numerous were
got together, prevent the Americans, upon every advantage
of the ground, from making bold attempts to interrupt the

progrefs of the King's army. In one of thefe fkirmifi:ies. General
Woofl:er an experienced Provincial officer, v/ho had ferved Woofter
with fome reputation in the tv/o former wars, at an ag^e ap- killed.

proachlng clofely to feventy, and in the a6tive exertion of a

valour, which favoured more of raflinefs, than of the tem-
perance and dlfcretion of that time of life, was mortally

wounded.
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wounded, and died with the fame refolution that he had
lived.

The royal forces had only got quit of Woofter, when
they found themfelves engaged with Arnold, who had got

pofTeflion of Ridgefield, and with lefs than an hour's advan-

tage of time, had already thrown up fome fort of an en-

trenchment to cover his front* The courage and difcipline

of the Britidi troops, would have triumphed over an enemy
more equal in force and condition. The village was forced,

and the Americans drove back on all fides. The adion was
fharp, and Arnold difplayed his ufual intrepidity. His horfe

having been (hot within a few yards of our foremoft ranks,

he fuddenly difengaged himfelf, and drawing out a piftol,

fhot the foldier dead who was running up to transfix him
with his bayonet.

General Tryon lay that night at Ridgefield, and renewed
his march on the morning of the 28th. The enemy having

been reinforced with troops and cannon, the army was ex-

ceedingly harraffed during this day's march. Every advan-

tageous poft was feized and difputed, whilft hovering parties

on the flanks and rear, continually endeavoured to difturb

the order of march, and to profit of every difficulty of

ground. The army at length gained, in good time, the

Hill of Compo, within cannon fhot of the fhips. It was
then evenirg, and their ammunition exhaufted, although it

is reported, that they had been fupplied with fixty rounds a

man at their outfet upon the expedition. The forces imme-
diately formed upon the high ground, where the enemy
feemed more determined and reiolute in their attack that

they had been hitherto. In this fituation, the General or-

dered the troops to advance, and to charge with their bayo-

nets. This order was executed with fuch impetuofity, that

ihe enemy was totally broken, and every thing being prepa-

red atthefhore for their reception, the troops were embark-
ed without further moleftation.

Large quantities of corn, flour, and fait provifions, a

great number of tents, with various military flores and necef-

faries, were deflroyed in the courfe of this expedition. Ths
lofs of men on the royal fide, was, as ufual, much lefs con-

fiderable than could have been expelled j the whole, in kill-

ed, u'ounded and miffing, amounted to 172, of whom more
than two thirds were wounded. The general lofs under all

thefe heads on the American fide was more than double, and

the number of the flain about four to one. On the Britifh,

fide no oificer was killed. On theirs,- befities General Woof-
ter.



Chap. XIII. Civil War //2 AM ERICA.
ter, they loft three colonels^ and a Dr. Atwater, a gentleman
of confideration in that country. The number of officers

that happened to be in that country, and to aflemble on the
cccafion, was out of all proportion to that of the private

men ; whilft the raw and undifciplined ftate of the militia,

together with their weaknefs and point of number, obliged

the former, as well as thofe volunteer gentlemen who joined

them, to uncommon exertions, and to expofe themfelves in

an extraordinary degree. Thefe circumftarces may account
for the number of men of rank, in their fervice who fell on
that fide.

Upon the whole, the efFe61: of this expedition did not pro-
bably anfwer the expectation upon which it was founded.

The actual public ftores at Danbury and other places were
far inferior to what they had been fuppofed or reprefented ;

and though much mifchief was done, it may appear doubtful,

whether the lofs fuftained on the one fide was equivalent to

the rifque encountered on the other. Events, however, are

rot to be confidered as tcfts of condu6t, and it muft ever be
one of the firft objeds with a great general, to render the

force of the enemy inefficacious by cutting ofF their refour-

ces.

It was perhaps in return for this expedition that the Con-
necticut men not long after paid a vifit to Long-Ifland,

Having received intelligence that CommifTaries had for fome
time been employed on the eaft er.d of Long-Ifland, in pro-

curing forage, grain, and other necefTaries for the

Britilh forces, and that thefe articles were depofiied for em-
barkation at a little port called Sagg Harbour ; the diftance

of that place from New-York, and the weaknefs of the

proteQicn, which confifted only of a company of foot and
an armed fchooner of twelve guns, afforded encouragement
for a defign to fruftrate the fcheme of fupplying the wants

of the army. The principal difficulty and danger lay in paf-

fing and repafling of the Sound, which was continually tra-

verfed by the Briiiffi cruizers.

Colonel Meigs, an enterprizing officer, who had attended VeiTcls
Arnold in the expedition to Qnebec, and had been taken pri- and pro-

foner in the attempt to ftorm that city, conduced this en- vifions

terprize. Having pafled his detachment in whale-boats deftroy=>

through the Sound, and landed on the north branch of the ed at

Ifland, where it is interfered by a bay that runs in far from Sagg

the Eaft end, it feems by the account, which is not in that Harbour,

part very clear, as if they had carried their boats over that

*rm cf the land. They, however, embarked again on the

R Wy,
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bay, vvhkh he croffed vviih 139 men, and landed on the fourth

branch of the ifland, within four miles of Sagg Harbour.

They arrived at the place before day, and notwithfbandmg

the lefiftaitc^ they met with from the guard and crews of the

veficls, and the vigorous cfForisof the fchooner, which kept

up a continued fire of round and grape fhot at 1 50 yards dif-

tance, they fully completed their defign ; having burnt a

dozen brigs and (loops which lay at the wharf, and entirely

deftroyed every thing on the fhore. They brought oflF with

them about 90 prifoners, confiiling of the officer who com-
maniJed with his men, thecommiffaries and moft of the m,af-

teis and crev>3 of the fmali vtfTels which they deftroyed. A cir-

cumftance which renders this expedition particularly curious,

if a faQ:, is aflerted by the Americans. They fliy, that the

yaily returned to Guillord, in Conne^icut, in 25 hours

from the time of their departure, having during that fpace,

not only effe£tua!ly completed the defign of their expediti-

on, but having traverled no lefs by land and by water, tharj

90 miles. A degree of expedition, which requires fome cre-

dulity to be admitted ; and from whence, if the fa6l is efla-

bliflicd, it would appear that Meigs poffefTes no inconfidera-

ble portion of that fpirit which operates in the Canada expe-

dition.

The feafcn for afliopi was now advanced 5 but from fomc
improvidence or inattention unaccounted for, at home, the

army was reftraincd from taking the field through the want
of tents and field equipage. Lord Comwallis however made
fluft with the old tents to encamp the forces at Brunfwick on

the h:lls that comm.anded the Rariton, and along the com-
munications upon that river to Amboy ; the example being

followed at the latter place by General Vaughan.
This delay was of the utmcfl importance to the Ameri-

cans. The vvinter campaign had been principally carried on
by detachments of the muhtia, the greater part of whom re-

turned home when the time of their fervice was expired.

Cihers more generous, more patient of toil,, or more fan-

guine in the comimon caufe,. outflayed the allotted time,

merely from a confideration of the weaknefs of the army,
and the ruin which miift attend their departure before it

was reinforced. In the mean time, the bufinefs of recruit-

ing under an engagement of ferving during the war, or even
for three years, went on but flowly. 1 he term of fervice

uas contrary to the genius and habits of the people, and the

different provinces found the greatefl: difficulty in raifing any
thing Dear the ftipulated proportion of troops which had been.

allotted
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allotted for each by the Congrefs. In this extremity, the

making of draughts from the militia, was looked to in feve-

ral as the dernier refort. Such an aO: of force, however,

upon thofe who were contending for liberty on the moft en-

larged plans, and who confidered all the rights of freemen

as facred, was irkfome and dangerous. Every method was
tried to avoid having recourfe to this difagreeable meafure

and final relource. In fome of the colonies the enlifling of
^

apprentices, and of Irifh indented fervants was permitted,

contrary to former refolutions and decrees, with a promife of

indemnification to their mafters. As a farther check upon

the increafe of the force in the Jerfeys, the New-England
provinces which abounded with men, were taken up with

their domeftic concerns. An invafion was expelled on the

fide of Canada ; Hudfon's-River and Rhode-Ifland afforded

continual room for apprehenfion ; nor did any expedition

againfl Bofton appear at all improbable ; efpecially, as the

great number of Britifh prizes which were brought into that

port, had, befides rendering it an obje6t of the firft impor-

tance, renewed, and even increafed, if poffible, the detefl-

ation and abhorrence v/ith which that people had been long

regarded.

In fuch circumftances the advantages of an early campaign, Advan°
and the benefit which the enemy derived from the delay, lages de-

were obvious. The fine weather brought reinforcements rived by

from all quarters to the Jerfeys. Thofe who fhuddered at a General

"winter's campaign grew bold in fummer ; and the certainty Wafli-

of a future winter, had no greater effect than diftant evils mgton,

ufually have. Upon this increafe of ftrength, towards the

latter end of May, General Wafhington quitted his former

pofition in the neighbourhood of Morris-Town, and advan-

cing within a few miles of Brunfwick, took pofl^effion of the

Ilrong country along Middle Erook.

Upon this fingle movement, hung a great part of the fu-

ture events of the war in the Jerfeys. Wafiiington turned

that advantageous fituation to every account of which it was

capable. His camp, winding along the courfe of the hills,

was ftrongly entrenched, fortified, and well covered with ar-

tillery ; nor was it better fecured by its imm.ediate natural or

artificial defences, than by the difiiculties of approach which

the ground in front threw into the way of an enemy. In

this iituaiion he commanded a view of the Britifh encamp-

ments on the hills of Brunfwick, and of much of the inter-

mediate country towards that place and Amboy.
R 2 The



The HISTORY of the Chap. XIIL

The great obje£t of the campaign on the fide of New-
York feems to have been, that Sir William Howe fliould

pwnr have penetrated through the Jerfeys to the Delaware, driv-

fche e
^"§ Waihington before him, fo as to clear thofe provinces en-

refp^dt- tirely of the enemy, at the fame time reducing the inhabi-

ing the ^^"'^^ ^^ ^^ efFedual a ftate of fubjeftion, as to eftablifh a

cam- f^i^^ ^^^^- open communication between that city and the ar-

paien. my. If in the profecution of thisdelign the enemy hazarded

a battle, nothing was more wifhed, norcoald any great doubt

be entertained of fuccefs ; or if they conftantty retired, which
was more to be expe^ed, the confequences in regard to the

j^eneral objefts would be nearly the fame, and the army hav-

ing by the redudion of the Jerfeys, left every thing fafe in

its rear, and fecured the paffage of the Delaware, would of

courfe become mafters of Philadelphia, which from its fitu-

ation was incapable of any efteSual defence, and could only

be prote6ted by Walhington, at the certain expenee and ha-

zard of a battle.

In this manner feveral conceived and reafoned on the ope^

raiions in Jerfey. Others were clearly of opinion, that the

bringing of Wafhington to' a decifive action upon terms of

1 any tolerable equality with regard to ground, in fuch a coun-

try and againft his inclinations, was a thing impra6ticable.

That if he could not be brought to fuch an aclion in fuch s

manner, fo as wholly to drive him out of the Jerfeys, the

attempt to pafs a river like the Delaware, full of armed vef-

fels in its ftream, ftrong forts in its iflands, great obftruftions

in its channels, with an enemy in front, and leaving a ftreng

army in rear, would be a very unadvifed enterprize : and

the failure in it would be the total and immediate ruin of

the royal caufe in America.

On the other hand, if the obftacles in the Jerfeys were
found fo great that they could not be overcome without much-
lofs of time and expenee of blood, it was thought advifeable,

in thofe circumftances, to profit of the powerful naval force,

and the infinite number of tranfports and veflels of all forts

which lay at New-York ; to combine this powerful auxiliary

(which had hitlijerto produced luch fignal advantages, in

every inftance where it could be brought into action) with

the land force, and by conveying the army by fea to the

place of its deftination, to elude all thofe difficulties by which
the paffage through the Jerfeys might be clogged. In this

alternative, the obje(5l was (till the fame, the means of at-

taining ir being only changed. Philadelphia was the imme-
diate point in view. If that obje6l; was properly chofen, and

the
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the general opinion at that time pointed it out as the mod:

eligible, the paflage by fea Teemed the moft fecure of its ef-

fects, though unqueftionably the floweft in the operation.

The Delaware, or the great bay of Chefapeak, opened the

way into the heart of the richeft and befi: of the central colo-

nies, and led either dire6i:ly, or by crofling a country of no

great extent, to the poffeflion of that place. That point

gained, Philadelphia was to become the place of arms, and

center of a£lion, whilft every part of the three hoftile and

flourifliing Provinces of Penfylvania, Virginia, and Mary-
land, would, from their deep bays and navigable rivers, be

expofed to the combined powerful a6lion, and continual ope-

ration of the land and marine force. However, before this

plan was adopted, as we {hail fee, meafures were taken in

the Jerfeys, if polTible, to bring Wafliington to an aflion.

I'he operations itn the fouthern or central provinces, how-
ever efficacious or extenfive, did not, by any means, include

all the great obje6ls of the campaign. Something was of

courfe to be expe<£led on the fide of Canada, where a very

confiderable army had been coHe^led, and by the fuccefs of

the laft campaign on the lakes, had a way opened for it to

penetrate into the back parts of the New-England and New-
York provinces. The command in this expedition was com-
mitted to General Burgoyne, who was reported to be au-

thor of the plan. The great body was to be feconded by a

lefler expedition from the upper part of Canada, by the way
of Ofwego to the Mohawk River. This fcheme was ea-

gerly adopted by the Minifters, who founded the greateft

hopes upon its fuccefs. All the advantages that had ever

been expe^^ed from the complete poffeflion of Hudfon's Ri-

ver, the eflablifhment of a communication between the two
armies, the cutting off the intercourfe between the Northern

and Southern Colonies, with the confequent opportunity of

cruffiing the former, detached and cut off from ail affiffance,

it was now hoped would have been realized. The greater

hopes were conceived of it, from the opinion entertained of

the effeftof the favages on the minds of the Americans. It

was known, that the Provincials in general were in great dread

of them, from their cruel and defolating manner of making
war. Thefe were therefore collefted at great expence, and

with much labour, from all parts of the continent. In a

word, this expedition feemed to become the favourite obje(9:

of the prefent year.

R % The
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The tents and field equipage, with a body of Anfpach.

troops, and a number of Bririfh and German recruits, hav-

ing at length arrived at New-York by the beginning of June,

the General, Sir William Howe, pafTed over to the Jerfeys,

and took the field about the middle of that month. The ene-

my were now in a ftrong ftate of defence. Wafhington's ar-

my, befides the advantages it derived from the inacceilible

pofts which it occupied, was become more confiderable as

to number and force. Several bodies of the New-England

troops, under the Generals Gates, Parfons, and Arnold, ad-

vanced to the borders of the North River, where they were

ready to pafs over to the Jerfeys, whenever opportunity in-

vited their a6lion, or the neceility of their friends demanded

their afllllance. At the fame time, the Jerfey militia aflem-

blcd from every quarter with the greatell alacrity, fo that in

every pofition it took, and motion it made, the army was

watched and environed by enemies.

The General left nothinguntried that could provoke Wafh-
ington to an engagement, and nomeafure unefiayed that could

induce him to quit his pofition. He pufhed on detachments ;

and made movements, as if he intended to pafs him, and ad-

vance to the Delaware. This m.anceuvre proving inefFe6tua!,

he advanced in the front of his lines, where he continued for

four days, exploring the approaches to his camp, and accu-

rately examining the fituation of his pofis, hoping that fomc

weak or unguarded part might be found, upon which an at-

tack could be ventured with a probability of fuccefs, or that,

in the nearnefs of the armies, chance. Inadvertence, impati-

ence, or error, might occafion fome movement, or be pro-

duStive of fomecircumftances, which would open the way to

a general engagement. All thefe hopes were fruftrated.

Wafliington knew the full value of his iituation. As he had

too much temper to be provoked or furprized, into a dere-

liction of his advantages, fo he had too much penetration to

lofe them by circumvention or fleight. And he had too long

profited of that rule of conduct from which he had not once

hitherto deviated during the courfe of the troubles, of never

committing the fortune of America to the hazard of a fingle

aftion, to depart from it upon this occafion, when it was not

even demanded by any urgent neceflity.

Sir William Howe did not yet feem to have abandoned hii

defign, of enticing Wafhington to quit his faftnefies. He
fuddenly retreated, and with fome apparent marks of pre-

cipitation, from his pofition, in the front of the enemy, and

with'
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withdrawing his troops from Erunfwick , returned with the

whole army towards Amboy. If the General's Qf^i^n was

what we have fuppofed, this movement produced aH the

immediate effect which he could have expefted. The army
was eagerly purfued by feveral large bodies of the American
regular forces as well as of the Jerfey militij, under the com-
mand of the Generals Maxwel, Lord Sterling, and Conway

;

the latter of whom was a Colonel of the Irifh Brigade, and

one of that numerous train of officers in the French fervice,

who had taken an active part againil Great Britain in this

unhappy civil war.

Such triflmg advantages as the bed regulated retreat mufl
afford to the purfuers, and fomeexceffes committed, perhaps

with a view to the general defign, bv the retiring foldiers,

ferved to increafe the ardour, and inflame the palTions of the

Americans. The meafures, which the General immediately

adopted at Amboy compleated the deiuflon^ The bridge

which was intended for the Delaware, v/as throvv'n over the

channel which feparates the Continent from vStaten ifland.

The heavy baggage, and all the incumbrances of the army^
were palTcd over. Some of the troops followed, ap.d every-

thing was in immediate preperation for the paflage of the reli

of the army. By thefe judicious meafures, if the immediate
defign failed of effect, every thing was forwarded as much as

it could be for the intended embarkation ; a meafure of

which the Americans had as yet no knov/ledge.

Every thing concurred-, along with the vanity natural to

mankind, in inducing the Americans to believe, that the re-

treat was not only real, but that it proceeded from a know-
ledge of their fuperiority, and a dread of their power: P^ven

Wafhington himfelf, with all his caution and penetration,

was fo farimpofed upon by the feint, that he quitted his fe-

cure poftsupon the Hills, and advanced to a place called Quib-
ble-town, to be the nearer at hand for the protection or fup-

port of his advanced parties.

The Britifh General loft no ti me in endeavouring to proht of

thofe circumftances. He immediately marched the army Turn«
back by different routes, from Amboy. He had three oh- fuddenlr
je6ts in view. To cut off feme of the principal advanced and ad-

parties ; to come up with, and bring the enemy to an en- vances

gagement in the neighbourhood of Quibbletown ; or, if this upon tii

defign, through the celeriry of the enemy, failed in theef- enemy.

feO:, it was intended that Lord Cornwallis, who, with his

column, was to take a confiderable circuit to the right,

Should, by turning the enemy's left, take poffeffion of fomc
R 4 paffes
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1777. palTes in the mountains, which, by their fituation and com-
V—-v-*-/ mand of ground, would have reduced them to a necefTity of

abandoning that ftrong camp, which had hitherto afforded

them fo advantageous a fecurity.

3»ilr_ Lord Cornwallis having difperfed the fmaller advanced

niiflies. parties of the enemy, fell in at length with Lord Sterling,

who with about 3000 men, ftrongly ported in a woody coun*
Amen-

^^y^ ^^^ ^^\\ covered by artillery judicioufly difpofed, not
cans un-

^^j^, |^y ^^^^n j^ j^jg ^^y^ ^^^ (hewed a determination to dif-^

t er Lord
^^^^ ^j^ paffage with vigour and firmnefs. The ardour ex-

defeaT^ cited upon this occafion by an emulation between the Britifii

and HelTian troops was confpicuous and irrefiftible. All ob^

ftacles gave way to their impetuofity in preiTing forward, to

try who fhculd obtain the honour of firft coming to a clofe

engagement with the enemy. The party of Americans firft

attacked, unable to withftand the (hock, were fcon routed on

all fides, having fuftained, befides no inconfiderable lofs in

men, that of three pieces of brafs ordnance, which were

taken by the Britifh Guards, and the HefTian grenadiers.

The purfuit was continued as far as Weftfield, but the

woods, and the inienfe heat of the weather, prevented it^

effea.
Wafli-

j,-i (-j^e mean time. General Wafhington foon perceived,
ington ^j^j ^g fpeedily remedied his error, by withdrawing his army
regains

fpcm the plains, and again recovering his flrong camp on the
^^ ^^''^g

1,511s, At the fame time, penetrating into Lord Cornwallis's
"*

further defign, he fecured thofe paffes in the mountains, the

pofleflion of which by the Britifh troops, would have ex*

pofed him to the neceflity of a critical change of pofition,

which could not have been executed without danger.

Royal Thus was this, apparently well concerted fcheme of bring-

army ^"g ^^^ enemy to an a^ion, or at leaft of withdrawing them

pafs over from their flrong holds, rendered abortive, by the caution

to Sta- and prudence of General Wafliington. Sir William Howe
ten- was now convinced, that he was too firmly attached to his

Tflaad. defenfive plan of conducing the war, to be induced by any
means, other than by fome very clear and decided advantage,

to hazard a general engagement. Nothing then remained to

be done in the Jerfeys. To advance to the Delaware,

through a country entirely hoflile, and with fuch a force in

his rear, appeared to the Britifh commanders no better than

madnefs. All delay was therefore not only fruitlefs, but a

wafte of that time and feafon, which might be employed to

great advantage elfewhere. The General accordingly re-

turned with the army to Amboy, on the fecond day from its

departure
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departure on the expedition, and palled it over on the next 1777-

to Staten Illand, from whence the embarkation was intended a-^v^

to take place.

The preparations for this grand expedition excited a gene- Alarm

ral alarm throughout the Continent. Bcfton, the North f'"^^^?^^^

River, the Delaware, Chefaneak Bay, and even Charles- ^
'^

Town, were ahernately held to be its objects. General j- ^"r

Walliington, in purfuance of the intelligence which he con-
^^^

tinually received from New-York, and the other ifla;ids, orand
was conftantly difpatching expreffes to put thofe places upon expedi-
their guard, againft which, from immediate information, he tion.

fuppoled for the time the ftorm to be direOied. It was one

of the manifeft advantages of proceeding by fea, that it was

impoffible for WaHiington dire6tly to know where the iT:orm

would fall. He mufr therefore keep his pofition ; and the

King's army muft neceilarily make a confiderable progrefs

towards its obje6l, before he could be in a condition to refijl

them ; and fuch a progrefs would not leave him that choice

of pods, by which hitherto he had avoided a general aQ:ion.

During the cefTation procured by preparation on the one General

fide, and apprehenfion on the other, a fpiritcd adventure "''^^^ot

on the fide of Rhode Illand, not only retaliated the furprize ^^["j^^

of General Lee, but feemed to procure an indemnification „. "^""^

for Jus perfon. Colonel Barton, a Provincial, with feveral in ."

other officers and volunteers, pafied by night from Provi-

dence to Rhode Ifland, and though they had a long paffage

by water, they eluded the watchfulnefs of the fhips of war
and guard boats which furrounded the ifland, and condu6i:ed

their enterprize with fuch filence, boldnefs, and dexterity,

that they furprized Gen. Prefcot, who commanded in chief,

in his quarters, and brought him and his Aid-de-Camp,
through all thofe perils, fafe to the Continent. This little

adventure produced much exultation on the one fide, and
more regret than it feemed to deferve on the other, from the

influence which it mufl neceffarily have on the deftination of

General Lee. It was, however, particularly galling and
grievous to General Prefcot, who not long before had carried

matters to fuch a length, as to fet a price upon Arnold, and
offer a reward for taking his perfon, as if he had been a com-
mon out-law or robber ; an infult which Arnold immediately
returned, by fetting an inferior price upon the General's -^^^^^ ^r

P"':^^"-
.

.
intereft;

Some time previous to thefe tranfaciions, the Congrcfs upon the
had found it neceffary to advance the rate of intereft upon public

the large loan which they propofed for the fervice and upon loan.

the
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the credit of the united Provinces, from four, which was
firil offered, to fix per cent. As a teftimony of public gra-

titude, and a future incitement to, what they confidered or
^""" held out, as virtue and patriotilm, they ordered, that a mo-

J V
" nument fiiould be erected at Boflon, in honour of Major

crccu lor . .

1 p _ General Warren, who commanded and fell in the engage-

ri^r^ic ment at Bunker's Hiil, and another in Virginia, in honour of

Warren Brigadier General Mercer, who was flain in the a6tion near

and Prince-Town ; the refolution conveying in a very few words,

Mercer, the higheft eulogium on the chara£ler and merits of the de-

ceafed. They likewife decreed, that the eldefl Ton of the

former of thefe gentlemen, and the yourgeft Ton of the lat-

ter, fliould be educated at the expence of the United States.

As Mercer had a good landed eflate, the propriety of adopt-r

ing his youngeft ion as the child of the public is obvious.

Fleet and- Notwithfianding the preparations that had already been
army de- made for the embarkation, and the affiftance aftorded by the
panfrom crews of near 300 veffels, yet fuch are the unavoidable de-
Sandy lays incident to fuch operations when at all extenfive, that it

liook.
^^^^ ^Q^ \xx\'(A the 23d of July that the fleet and army were
able to depart from Sandy Hook. In order more effectually

to perplex and deceive the enemy, the General ordered fome
tranlports, with a (hip cut down to a(St as a floating battery,

up the North River, a little before the embarkation was com-
pleted ; a feint which fucceeded fo far as to induce Wafli-

ington to detach a confiderable body of his army acrols that

river.

Force The force that embarked upon the expedition confifled of

embark- 36 Britltli and Hefhan battalions, including the light infan-

ed on try and grenadiers, with a powerful artillery, a New-York
rheexpe- corps called the Queen's Rangers, and a regiment of light

dition. horfe. Seventeen battalions, with a regiment of light horfe,

and the remainder of the new Provincial coips, were left for

the protection of New- York, and the adjoining iflands.

Rhode ifland was occupied by feven battalions. So much
Was the a6live force of the army reftrained, by the pofTeffion,

' which it was, however, indilpenfably neceffary to hold, of

thefe important polls. It isJaid, that the General intended

to have taken a greater force with him upon the expedition
;

but that upon the reprefentations of General Clinton, who
was to com^mand in his abfence, of the danger to which the

iflands would be expofed, from the extenfivenefs of their

coafls, and the great number of pofts that wer^ necelTarily

to be maintained, he acknowledged the force of thefe argu-

ments by relanding feveral regiments.

Whim

/^
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Wbilftboth Gen. WafKington and the Congrefs were fuf- 1777.
ficiently engaged, by their attention to the movements, and >—^/-^^

apprehenfion of the defigns of the powerful fleet and army Congrefs

which was conducted by the brother Generals and Commif- and

fioners, the rapid progrefs of General Burgoyne on the fide y alh-

of the Lakes, and the unaccountaI»le condu^ of their com- '"g^ona-

manders in abandoning T'iconderoga, were events fo alarm- /^'^'^^
,

ing and unexpe6ted, that they could not fail to perplex their ^^? ° "^

counfels, and confiderably to impede their defenfive prepara- a ^,
'

tions in other parts. The Congrels behaved with firmnefs **

in this exigency. They immediately ifTued orders for a re-

cal to head quarters, and an enquiry into the conduct of the

general officers v^ho had abandoned Ticondcroga ; they di-

re6ted Wafliington to appoint other commanders ; and they

likewife directed him to fummon fuch numbers of the militia

from the eaflern and central provinces for the northern fer-

vice, as he fliould deem fufficient for reilraining the progrefs

of the enefny»

The voyage was far from being favourable to the fleet and
army, engaged on the expedition. It cofl: them a week to

gain the Capes of Delaware. The information which the

commanders received there, of the meafures taken by the

enemy for rendering the navigation of that river impractica-

ble, afforded fo little encouragement to the prolecution of
their defign by that way, that it was given up, and a paflage

by Chefapeak Bay, to that part of Maryland, which lies to

the Eaft of that vafc inlet, and not at a very great difl:ance to

the South-Wtfl; of Philadelphia, was adopted in its place, as

prefent ing fewer obfl:acles to their operations. The winds
were fo contrary in this part of the voyage, that the middle
of Augufl: was turned before they entered Chefapeak Bay ; a

circumftance highly inconvenient and irkfome in that hot fea-

fon of the year, with fo great a number of men and horfes,

crowded and cooped up in the veflels ; but which muft have
been attended with the mofl: fatal confequences, if the fore-

fight of the commanders had not guarded againil every event

by the unbounded provifion they had made for the voyage,
as a failure in any one article, even that of water, would
have been probably irrem.ediable.

The winds fortunately proved fair in the bay, fo that the Fleet ar-

fleet gained the mouth of the River Elk near its extremity, rives at

jnfafety, through a mofl: intricate and dangerous navigation the Rfrer

for fuch a multitude of veflels, in which the Admiral per- Elk.

formed the different parts of a commander, inferior officer,

i^nd pilot, with his ufual ability and perfeverance. Having pro-

ceeded
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1777. ceeded up the Elk as far as it was capable of admitting their

^-^\r^j paffage, the army was at length relieved from its long and

tirefome confinement on board the tranfports, being landed

without any oppofition at Elk Ferry, in a degree of health

and condition which could fcarcely have been expected on the

25th of Auguft. Whilft one part of the army advanced to

the head of Elk, the other continued at the landing place, to

protect and forward the artillery, (lores, and neceflary pro-

vifions, the General not permitting the troops to be much
incumbered with baggage ; indeed the fcarcity of carriage

rendered even a great abridgment in the article of tents ne-

ceiTary.

Wafhing In the mean time. Gen. Wafhington, with the army from

ton re- the Jerfeys, had returned to the defence of Philadelphia, and
turns to upon advice of the defcent at Elk, advanced to the Brandy-
the de- wine Creek, or River, which, croiTing the country about
fence of j^ajf ^gy to that city, fails into the Delaware. Their force,
Philadel- including the militia, amounted to 15,000 men, which was
pnia, probably about the number, making the neceflary allowance

tor pods and communications, that the royal army could

bring into adion.

Declara- Sir William Howe, in order to quiet and conciliate the

tion iflu- minds of the people in Penfylvania, the Delaware Counties,
edbythe ^nd the adjacent parts of Maryland, and to prevent a total

General, defertion and defolation of the country in the front of the ar-

my, publiflied a declaration, in which he promifed, that the

(Irideft regularity, good order and difcipline, fhould be ob-

ferved by the aimy, and the moft perfe6: fecurity and effec-

tual prote6lion afforded to all his Majefty's peaceable and

well difpofed fubjefts ; extending at the fame time this fecu-

rity and prote£lion to fuch perfons, who not having been

guilty of afluming legiflative or judicial authority, might

otherwife have a6ted illegally in fubordinate flations, upon the

provifo of their immediate return to their habitations, and

peaceable demeanor for the future. He alfo offered a free

and general pardon to all officers and foldiers in arms, who
Ihould furrender themfelvesto the royal army.

It was not till the 3d of September, that the army was

enabled to quit the head of Elk, and purfue its courfe towards

Philadelphia. In the mean time the enemy had advanced

from the Brandywine, and taken pofl on Red Clay Creek,

from whence they pufhed detachments forward, to occupy

difficult pofls in the woods, and to interrupt, by continual

f<^irmi(hes, the line of march. As the country was difficult,

woody, and not well known, and that the genius of the

enemy
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enemy lay to profit of fuch circumftances, the General ad-

vanced flowly, and with extraordinary caution. He was

from ncceflity, as well as dii'pofition, fparing of his troops.

Recruits were brought from a prodigious diftance, and pro-

cured with difficulty even at the fource. Every man killed, -

wounded, or taken, was to him an irreparable lofs, and fo

far as it went, an incurable weakening of the army, for the

prefent year at lead. On the other hand, the enemy were

at home. Every lofs they fuffered was not only immediate-

ly repaired, but the military ability of the furvivcrs was in-

creafed by every defl:ru6tion of their fellows.

This caution could not, however, prevent fome fhirmifh-

es, in which the royal forces were almoft always viQ:ori ous.

It does not appear that the Americans made all the ufe that

might be expe^ed of the advantage which the country af-

forded for harrafling and impeding the progrefs of the Britifli

army. After feveral movements on both fides, the enemy
retired beyond the Brandy wine, where they took pofTefiion of

the heights, and covered the fords, with an evident intention

of difputing the paffage of that river.

In this fituation the Britifh army, at day break, advanced gept. ii.

in two columns towards the enemy. The right, under the v^^/»*^

command of Gen. Knyphaufen, marched dire6tly to Chad's Advan-

Ford, which lay in the center of the enemy's line, where ces to the

they expelled, and were prepared for the principal attack; Brandy-

their right and left covering other lefs practicable fords and wme,

paflages for fome miles on either hand. A heavy cannonade *"^
^^j

commenced on both fides about ten o'clock, which was well R^"-y^^7

fupportcd during the day, whilft the General, to amufe and ^^^^ "

deceive the enemy, made repeated difpofitions for forcing the

Ford, the pafiage of the river feeming to be: his immediate

and determined obje8:. To impede or fruftrate this defign,

they had paffed feveral detachments to the other fide, who,
after a courfe of (kirmifiies, fcmetimes advancing, and at

others obliged to retire, were at length finally, with an eager

purfuit, driven over the river. Thus the noife and fem-

blance of a battle was held up, and the expetiation kept con-

tinually alive lo the moil immediate and decifive confequen-

ces.

Whilfl the attention of the Americans was thus fully oc- Various
cupied in the neighbourhood of Chad's Ford, and ihat they ni©ve-

fuppofed the royal force was in their front, Lord Cornwal- menis on
lis, at the head of the fecond column, took a long circuitous both

march to the left, until he gained the Fotksof the Brandy- fides,

wine, where the divifion of the river rendered it of courfe

more



Th HlSr OR Y cf the Chap. Xllt

more pradicable. By this very judicious movement, his

Lordlhip paiTed both branches of the river at Trimbles, and

at JefFery's Ford, without oppofition or difficulty, about two
o'clock in t'le afternoon, and then turning iTiort down the ri-

ver, took the road to Dilworth, in order to fall upon thg

enemy's right.

General Wafhington having, however, received intelli-

gence of this movement about noon, endeavoured, as well as

he could, to provide againft its effe6l:, by detaching General

Sullivan with all the force he could venture to withdraw from

the main body, tooppofe Lord Cornwallis. Sullivan {hewed

a confiderable fhare of judgment and ability in the execution

of this commiffion. He took a very ftrong pofition on the

commanding grounds above Birmingham church, with his

left extending towards the Brandywine, his artillery advan-

tageoufly difpofed, and both flanks covered with very thick

woods.

. «. As this difpofition obliged Lord Cornwallis to form a line

the Bra - <^f battle, it was about four o'clock before the aflioii began,

iiywine Neither the good difpofition of the enemy, the advantages of

fltuation, nor a heavy and well fupported fire of fmall arms

and artillery, were at all fufficient toreftrain the impetuofity

of the Britifh and HeflTian troops. The light infantry, chai-

feurs, grenadiers, >and guards, rufhing on through all obfta-

cles and dangers, drove the enemy, in fpite of all their ef-

forts, though not without a fpirited oppofition, from their

pofts, and purfued them pellmell into the woods on their

rear. In the mean time, a part of the enemy's right, which

had not been broken, took a fccond flrong pofition in a wood
on the fame fide, from whence, after fome confiderable re-

finance, they were diflodged and purfued by detachment*

from the fecond line.

Several bodies of the troops that were firfl; engaged, got fo

deeply entangled in the woods through the eagernefs of pur-

fuit, that they were not able to rejoin the army before night.

In the mean time, as the main and collected body continued

advancing, they came upon a corps of the enemy which had

not yet been engaged, and which had taken pofTeiTion of a

(Irong pod:, to cover the retreat of the defeated wing of their

army. A very warm engagement now enfued, and this poft

was fo vig;oroufly defended, that it was fome time after dark

before it could be forced. The darknefs, the uncertainty of

the ground, of General Knyphaufen's fituation, together

with the extreme fatigue which the troops had undergone, in

a long march and fevere adion, which had fcarcely admitted

of
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of the fmalleft refpite during the whole courfe of the day, 1777.
all conciiiTed in preventing the army from purfuing its advan- ^li^v-*-'

tages any farther.

General Knyphaufen, after fuccefsfully amufing the ene- General
my ail day with the apprehenfion of an attack which he did Knyp-
not intend, made his paffage good in the evening, when he haufen
found that they were already deeply engaged on the makes aa
right. He carried the entrenchment, and took the battery attack at

and cannon, which defended and covered Chad's Ford. At Chad's

this inftant, Ibme of the Britifh troops, who had been en- Ford,

tangled in, and had penetrated through the woods, threw the Lord

enemy into fuch a confufion, that an immediate retreat, or ^o'"'?'

rather flight, took place in all parts. The latenefs and ^^P'^1^"
darknefs of the evening, prevented a purfuit heie, as it had ^^^ '^ ',

done on the rieht.
nemys

. rio''htA few hours more daylight would have been undoubtedly **

productive of a total and ruinous defeat to the Americans. ^ofs on

A part of their troops, amo3g whom were particularly "°

numbered fome of the Virginia regiments, and the whole
""^^•

corps of artillery, behaved exceedmg well in fome of the
adions of this day, exhibiting a degree of order, firmnefs,

and refolution, and preferving fuch a countenance in extreme-
ly {harp fervice, • as would not have difcredited veterans.

Some other bodies of their troops behaved very badly.

Their lofs was very confiderable, which probably was the
caufe that it was not particularly fpecified in their own ac-

counts. In the Gazette it was computed, at about 300 kil-

led, 600 wounded, and near 400 taken prifoners. They
alio loft ten fmall field pieces, and a howitzer, of which all,

but one, were, brafs.

The lofs in the royal army was not in proportion, being
fomething under five hundred, of which the flain did not

amount to one fiith. The officers fufrered confiderably, ef-

pecially in wounded, though no one of higher rank than a

captain was killed. The enemy retreated firft to Chefter,

and on the next day to Philadelphia. The victorious army
lay that night on the field of battle.

Wafhington, fo far as we can judge at this diftance, feems n a r^•_

to have been more out-generalled in this action, than any ^^^ ^^
other fince the beginning of the w^ar. This conclufion is the aifli-

not, however, to be confidered as eftabliftied ; as we are on.

fenfible that it may be well queftioned, from the premifes

even before us. The deience of fuch a length of river, in-

terfe6ted with fords, and fome at remote diCiances, was un-

doubtedly impradicable. If it be afked then why the at-

tempt
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tempt was made, it may beanfwered, that his great obje6t

was to hanais, and to interrupt the progrefb of the royal

army to, Philadelphia, by every pofiible means, which did

not involve his own in the rifque of a general engagement ;

that even a Tupcrior lofs of men, was not to be confidered

by him, to whom perhaps it was neceffary to learn, even by

a dangerous experiment, the improvement and ftate of his

own troops. His choice of a pod on the Brandywine, in

preference to thofe more defenfible that were nearer to Phi-

ladelphia, has been cenfured ; but how far this choice was

altoo'ether in his power does not fully appear. And, howe-

ver difficult he was in point of intelligence, with refpe6t to

Ivord Cornwallis's movement, he ftiewed great ability in his

endeavours to remedy that negligence, by the prompt and

judicious meafures which he took to cover his right. What-
ever the merits or demerits were on this fide of the queftion,

it mud be acknowledged, that the movements of the royal

army were judicious and mafterly.

The prefent unhappy contefl: w^as fo interefting to foreign-

ers, and rendered America fo confpicuous a theatre of a£lion,

that it drew bold and enterprizing fpirits, from different parts

of Europe, either merely in fearch of glory and rank, or to

acquire military experience and improvement. Among the

numerous inftances of this nature which might be given, a

few are neceffary, and will be fufficient. The Marquis

de la Fayette, a young French nobleman, of the firft rank,

and of liJrge fortune, was fo carried away by this enthufiafm,

as to puichale and freight a fl^ip with military {lores (in

which he embarked with feveral of his friends) for the fervice

of the Americans; he bore a command, anti was wounded

in this adion. The Baron St. Ovary, another French vo-

lunteer, for whole releafe the Congrefs fhewed a particular

attention, was foon after made a prifoner. De Coudry, a

French General, was about this time drowned in the Schuyl-

kill, through his eagernefs to come in time into adion.

Roche de Fermoy, was a member of the council of war,

who had figned the relolution for abandoning Ticonderoga.

Pulawfki, a noble Pole> commanded a detachment of Ame-
rican light-horfe in the action of the Brandywine. Count

Graboulkie, another Folifh nobleman, was about the fame

time killed on the North River, exhibiting great intrepidity

on the Britiff. fide, and beftowing his laft breath in encomi-

ums on the undaunted courage difplayed by the partners of

his dancer, and witncffes of his fall.
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It is to beobferved, that In the battle of the Brandy wine, I77'--

the provincial forces were met in the field, and with no very ^—v^*-/
great advantage of fituation. A viflory was clearly obtained
over them ; but it was not of that final and decifive kind
which the public had expefted as the certain comequence of
fuch a meeting. People rarely confider how much trivial

and accidental circumilances render all things of this kind ex-
tremely uncertain, even with any fuperiority of troops, or
goodnefs of generalfhip.

Notwithflanding the victory of the king's troopsj and the Motions
precipitate flight of the enemy, the royal army proceeded with of the
caution and circumfpe6lion ; and it did not feem unnecefla- armies.
ry ; for the enemy did noi feem difheartened ; and Mr.
Wafhington exerted himfelf with ability and diligence to re-

pair his defeat. The army was pofted in the neighbourhood
of Concord and Afhtown, whilu a detachment was fent to

feize on Wilmington which was made a receptacle for the
fick and wounded. Upon a movement towards Gofnen,
the General received intelligence upon his march, that the e-

nemy had quitted Philadelphia, and were advanced upon the
Lancafter road, a few mile^ above that place. Upon this ad-
vice, he took fuch effeftual meafures for bringing them to an
immediate engagement, that nothing but the event which
followed could have fruftrated his defign. An exceflive fall of
rain, which overtook both armies upon their march, and
which continued without any intermiflion for 24 hours, ren-

dered both parties equally and totally incapable of a6l:ion.

In the courfe of a number of movements on both fides, Maj'or-

which took place for fome days after, and in which every General

meafure was inefFeftually ufed, to involve the enemy in fimi- Grey de-

lar circumftances to thofe which they had fo lately and with^^^^'^sG.

luch lofsefcaped, intelligence having been received, that ge-^^^7"*-
neral Wayne, with 1500 men, was lying in the woods upon
fome fcheme of enterprize, in the rear, and at no great dif-

tance from the left wing of the armyj Major-General Grey
was detached at night, with 2 regiments, and a body of light Sep. 3c.

infantry, to furprize that corps. That General condu61ed
the enterprize with equal ability and fuccefs ; and, perhaps,
in emulation of a remarkable a£tion of the late war in Ger-
many, took effectual meafures that a fingle fnot fhould not

be fired in the courfe of the expedition, and that the executi-

on fhould only be done by the point of the bayonet. In the

profecution of this defign, the enemy's out-pofls and pickets

were complcatly furprizcd and forced without noife, about
one in the morning, and the troops being guided by the li^ht

JS ^of
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of their fireSj ruflied in upon the encampment, where a fevere

and filent execution took place, about 300 being killed or

vounded upon the fpot, and a number of prifoners taken ; the

remainder efcaping by the darknefs of the night, and fomc
prudent difpofitions made by the officer who commanded the

Americans, with the lofs of the greater part of their baggage,

arms, and {lores. The victors, in this brifk action, loff on-

ly a captain of light infantry and three private men, with a-

bout the Time number wounded.

Royal The General finding that the enemy could not by any

army ad- means be bi ought to a6:ion, and that they were evidently a-

v^nce to bandonirg even the protetSlicn of the capital, rather than
German- hazaid that final decifion, made fuch movements and took
Town, fuch pofitions as gave him the command of the Schuylkill,

and enabled him, at length, to pafs the army over that river

^ ^ without oppofition. There being nothing now to impede his

progrefs, the army advanced to German Town, and Lord
L. Corn- Cornwallis, on the next nicrning, took pofTeiTion of Philadel-
v;a"ljs phia. Ti hus was the rich and flourifliing city of Philadelphia,

^^^^'^tr
^^^ capital late of the mcfl rifing colony, and attended with

^?n. M*^^ the moft fingular circuniflanc'es, that hiflory can give any ex-

^
j" V'-^" ample of, and the feat of that General Congrefs of delegates,
'^

' v.hodi^penfed laws and governm.ent to the continent of North
America, reduced without oppofition, and confequently with-

out damage.

1 his circumflance was m.ore fortunate than had been ex-

pe£l:ed ; for it vv^as even fpoken of by themfelves as a fet-

tled and fixed determination, to deflroy the city, whenever
it was found that it could be no longer protected, rather than

fuffer it to become a place of arms, and the center of opera-

g ^ tion to the Britifh fleets and armies. A num.ber of the Qua-
1 ^ rrin-

^^^^> ^^'^ fome other of the principal inhabitants of Philadel-

cipal in- P^''^> ^^ ^^-^ amount of more than twenty, who had been

habitf^nts j^^^y confidered as ftrongly attached to the, royal caufe, and

f'^nt pri- violently inimical to the prefent ruling powers, had been ta-

foners to ken inio cullcdy upon the immediate danger of an invafion.

Virginia. Thefe gentlemen pofitively refufed to give any fecurity in

writing, or even verbal at eftation, of attachment, fubmiflion,

cralkgiance, to the preient government, or of not holding a

ccrrefpondence with thofe whom they reprefented as enemies.,

They even refufed to confine themfelves to their refpeflive

dwelling-hcuff s, and boldly appealing to the laws for redrefs

and fecurity to their perfons, ftrongly reproached thofe, who
under the pretence of afferting and prote6ling the liberties of

thi: fubj'.;6t, had involved the whole continent in civil war and

contention.
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*^ontention, and who thus, at the fame time. In the mod ar-

bitrary and tyrannical manner, deprived him oF his perfonal

iibjrty, and of every fecuriiy which he derived from the laws.

They were anfwered, that the laws themfelves, and a'l other

confidera'tions muft give way to the pubi;c fafety, in cafes of
great and imminent danger ; that there was no new or par-

ticulai hardfhip in the prefent meafure, which was jullified

by the practice of all dates in fimilar circumftances ; that in

England;, in its highefl: ftate of freedom, and under its hap-
piell: gover ments, the Habeas Corpus law w^as fufpended in

cafes ot internal commotion, or the apprehenfion of foreign

invafion ; that there, fufpicion only was a fufficient ground
for fecuring the perfon of the fuhje^:, without regard to rank,

quality, or any fecurity he might propofe to give for his

peaceable demei::o:.!r ; but that their fituation was much
more favourable lo (hemfelves, if their incorrigible obdinacy,

their dangerous defigns againfl: the date, and their snortal en-

mity to the government, had not precluded them from its be-

nefit ; they were not retained in prifon merely upon fufpici-

on, however drong and well founded that was, and however
judifiable the meafure would be upon that ground only ; it

was immediately in their power to return In the mod unre-

dralned liberty to their habitations, only by complying with

that very moderate ted of their principles and conduQ. which
was required, and fliewing that obedience to government^
and good difpofition to the date, which every member of fo-

cicty owed to the community to which he belonged, as a re-

turn for the protection which he received. But that as they

denied all allegiance to the date, they of courfe difclaimed

its prote6:ion, and forfeited all the privileges of citlzen-fhip ;

whild by refufing every fecurity for their peaceable demean-
our, they could only be confidered as its mod dangerous and

determined enemies. As thefe gentlemen were unconquera-

ble in their refolution not to fubmit to the propofed ted, they

were all fent oft to Staunton, in Virginia, as a place of fecu-

rity, upon the approach of the royal army.

As foon as Lord Howe had received intelligence of the fuc-

cefs at the Brandy wine, and the determined progrefs of the

army to Philadelphia, he took the mod fpeedy and effedual

meafures for condu6ling the fleet and tranfports round to the

Delaware, not only to be at hand to concur in the a£live oper-

ation^ of the campaign, but to fupply the army with thofe

provifions, dores, and neceffaries, which he knew, mud by

that time have been indifpenfably necefiary. The voyage

was intricate, tedious, and dangerous j and nothing lefs than

S .2 the
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the fuperior fklll and ability which was exerted, in the con-

du6l and management of (o great a number of fliips, could

have prevented thelofs from being confiderable. As the pafT-

as^e to Philadelphia, was yet impradicable, the fleet drew up

and anchored along the weftern or Penfylvania (hore, from

Reedy Ifland to Nevv-Caftle.

When the Britilh troops had taken pofTefTion of Philadel^

phia, their firfl: obje£t was the erecting of batteries to com-
mand the river, as well to prevent the intercourfe of the A-
merican vefTels between their upper and lower pofls, as to

Attack protect the city from any infult by water. The necefTity of

on the this meafure became obvious, almofl as foon as it was de-

new bat- termincd upon. The very day after the arrival of the forces,

terlesat the American frigate Delaware, of 32 guns, anchored with-

Philadel- in 500 yards of the unfiniflied batteries, and being feconded
phia. by another frigate, with fome fmaller veflels, they commen-

ced, and fupported for fome hours, a very heavy cannonade,

bcth upon the batteries and the town. They did not, how-
ever, diiplay the judgment which their knowledge of the

river might be fuppofed to aflford. Upon th^e falling of the

tide the Delaware grounded fo elfedually that fhe could not

be got off, which being foon perceived by the grenadiers,

they brought their battalion field pieces to play upon her

Delutvare ^^^^ ^^ ^^"^ ^ dire<5lion and excellent effect, that the Dela^

Frigate ware being obliged to ftrike her colours, was boarded and ta-.

taken. ken by an officer and- detachment of that corps. Brigadier

General Cleveland immediately profited of the efFe6t of the

battalion guns, by direQ:ing the whole fire of the batteries to

the other veffels, which were compelled to retire, with the

luis of a fchconer which was driven afhore.

The Americans had at vaft expence, and wnth wonderful

r .^l^^' ^^^^^^ ^"^ induftry, con{lru6l:ed great and numerous works,

t' D ^^ render the paflage of the Delaware up to Philadelphia im-

laware
pra6:icab!e. In the profecutionof this dcfign, they had ere6t-

rendered ^^ wori^,s and batteries upon a flat, low, marfhy ifland, or ra-

impratSti- ^'^^^ ^' bank of mud and fand, which had been accumulated in

cable. tlie Delaware, near the jundion of the Schuylkill, and which
from its nature was called Mud, but from thefe defences,

Fort-Ifland. On the oppofite fhore of New Jerfey, at a place

called Red-Bank, they had alfo confl:ru<£i:ed a fort or redoubt,
uell covered with heavy artillery. In the deep navigable

channel, between, or under the cover of thefe batteries, they
had funk feveral ranges of frames or machines, to which,
trom a refemblance in the confl:ru£i:ion, they had given the

appellation of chevaux de frize, being compoied of tranfverf*
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beams, firmly united, pointing in various (iire6lions, and

ftrongly headed with iron, Thefe were of fuch a weight

and ftrength, and funk in fuch a depth of water, as rendered

them equally difficult to be weighed or cut through, and,

deftruflive to any Tnip which had the misfortune of itrtking

againft them. No attempt for raifmg them, or for opening

the channel in any manner, could, however, be m.^de, un-

til the command of the iliores on both fides was fully ob-

tained.

About three miles lower down the river, they had funk

other ranges of thefe machines, and were conftruding for

their prote6lion fome confiderable and extenfive works,

which, though not yet finifhed, were in fuch forwardnefs as

to be provided with artillery, and to command their obje6l,

pit a place on the Jerfey fide called Billing's Point. Thefe

works and machines were further fupported by feveral gallies

mounting heavy cannon, together with two floating batte-

ries, a num^ber of armed veffels and fmall craft of various

kinds, and fome fire (hips. In a word, the Delaware feem-

ed to teem with every defenfive preparation, which could

render the hoftile operations and movements of a fleet, in

the confined and uncertain navigation of a river, extremely

dangerous.

Upon the reprefentation of Captain Hammond, of the Succefs-

Roebuck, who with fome other fhips of war had arrived in fui expe-

the Delaware before Lord Howe, the General detached two dition to

regiments, confifling of three battalions, under Colonel Billing's-

Stirling, to diflodge the enemy from Biilingsfoft. The de- ^ori,

tachment having croffed the river from Chefler, where the

Ihips lay, performed the fervice effedually without lofs or

oppofition. The enemy, without waiting to be attacked,

as foon as they heard of their approach, immediately fpiked

their artillery, fet fire to the barracks, and abandoned the

place with the greateft precipitation. The detachment wait-

ed to deftroy, or to render unferviceable, thofe parts of the

works which fronted the river. Thi? fuccefs, with the fpirit

and perfeverance exhibited by the officers and crev/s of the

fhips under his command, enabled Captain Hammond,
through great difficulties, and a vigorous oppofition from the

marine force of the enemy, to carry the principal objeQ; of

the expedition into efFe6l:, by cutting away and weighing up
To much of the chevaux de frize, as opened a narrov/ and

diffi.cult paffage for Ibips through this lower barrier.

Upon the return of the detachment from Jerfey, another

regiment was fent to meet them at Chefler, in order that

S 3 ther
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they might ahcgether form a fufficient efcort for a large
convoy of provifions to the camp. The army ftill lay at

German Town, a very long and confiderable village, about
half a dozen miles from Philadelphia, and which, ftretch-

jng on both fides of the great road to the northward, forms
a continued iireet of two miles in length. The line of en-
campment pafled German Town i^t right angles about the

center, the left wing extending on the weft from the town
to the Schuylkill. Thiit wing was covered in front, by the
mounted and difmounted German chaffeurs ; a battalion of

light infantry, and the Queen's American rangers, were in

the front of the right, and the 40th regiment, v. ith another
battalion of light infantry, were pofted at the head of the

village. Lord Cornwaliis lay at Philadelphia, with four bat^

talions of grenadiers ; and we have already ieen, that three

regiments had been detached on the fide of Chefler.

Royal ^^^ enemy were encamped at Skippach Creek, about 16

army fur- ^^^^^ from German Tov>?n. They had received fome rein-

prifed at forcements, and they were not ignorant that the royal army-

German- was weakened by the detachments it had made to Philadelr

Town. phia and Chefter. Thefe circumftances induced an enter-

prize, little expeded, and feemingly as liitle fuited, to the

general caution, and to the fuppoled genius and difpofition

of Walliington. Inftead of lliunning, as ufual, every thing

that might lead to an action, the American army quitted its

flrong pcft at Skippach Creek at fix in the evening, and
marched all night to furprize and attack the royal army m
its camp at German Town,

At three o'clock in the morning, their approach was dif-

covered by the patroles, and the army was immediately
called to arms. They began their attack upon the 40th re-

giment, and the battalion of light infantry by which it was
accompanied. Thefe corps, after a vigorous refiftance, be-
ing at length overpowered by numbers, were preffed and
purfued into the village. In this exigence, a meafure upon
which much of the future fortune of the day depended, was
inftantly and happily adopted by Lieutenant Colonel Muf-
grave, who threw himfelf with fix companies of the 40th
regiment into a large and ftrong flone houfe, which lay full

in the front of the enemy.
By this meafure they were checked in their forward hope

and defign of gaining complete and immediate poffeffion of
that long town, which among other great and obvious ad-
vantages, would have enabled them efFeaually to feparate

the right and left wings of the royal army. The Colonel

and
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and his brave party, furrounded by a whole brigade, and at- 1 77 7*

trcked on every fide v^^ith great refolutionj defended the Vi«*v^

houfe with the mod undaunted courage ; and though the

enemy at length brought cannon up to the affault, he fcill

maintained his poft with equal intrepidiry, pouring a dread-

ful and unceahng tire through the v.'indovvs, until afFairs had

taken fuch a turn as afforded him relief.

This was atcomplifried by Major-General Grey, who
bringing the front of a great part of the left wing by a time-

ly movement to the village, led on three battalions of the 3d

brigade, who attacked the enemy with vigour, and were as

bravely fupported and feconded, by Brigadier-General Ag-
new, at the head of the 4th brigade. The engagement v;as

now for fome time very warm ; but the enemy being attack-

ed on the oppofite fide of the village by two regiments of the

right wing, were thrown into total diforder, and driven out

of the town with confiderable flaughter.

In the mean time, the light infantry and pickets of the Amerl-
fight wing, fupported by the 4th, and feconded by the 49th cans re-

regiment, were warmly engaged with the enemy's left ; but pulfed.

General Grey, after forcing their troops in the village, hav-

ing pafled it, and bringing the left wing forward, they im-

mediately retired on all fides. The enemy was purfued for

fome miles ; but the country being woody, ftrong, and en-

clofed, the purfuit was attended with fo little efteO:, that

they carried their cannon clear off. Lord Cornwaliis arrived

with a fquadron of light-horfe from Philadelphia, tov/ards

the clofe of the engagement, and joined in the purfuit;

whllft three battalions of grenadiers from the fame place, who
had run themfelves out of breath in the ardour of fuccourins'

their fellov/5, were too late to come in for any fhare of the

action.

It appears that the morning was exceedingly foggy, to

which the Americans (who had confiderable fuccefs in the

beginning of the a6lion) attribute their not improving the ad-

vantages they at firft gained, in the manner which they

would otherwife have done. For they were not only, as

they affert, through this circumflance, prevented from ob-

ferving the true f tuation of the enemy, by which the latter

had time to recover from the effe6: of the firft im.preiTion

they had made on them ; but the different bodies of their

own army were kept in ignorance of each others movements
,

and fuccefs, and were confequently incapable of a^ing in

concert. It is even faid, that fome of their parties, in the

thicknefs of the fog, had poured their fire upon each other,

S 4 under
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under a blind miftake on both fides of being engaged with the

enemy. Waihington paid great compliments to the right

wing for its good behaviour, of which he had been a wit-

> nefs, but he left the conduQ: of the left, at leafl:, doubtful,

by faying that he had not yet received lufHcient information

to found any opinion on.

Lofs on The lofs of the royal army in this aiEiion, including the

both wounded and a few prifoners, rather exceeded that at the

fides. Brandyvvine, the whole amounting to 535 ; but the propor-

tion of the (lain was flill fmaller than in that engagement,

and fcarcely exceeded 70. In this number were unhappily

fome very brave and diftinguidied officers
;

particularly Bii-

gadier-General Agnew, and Lieutenant Colonel Bird. The
number of officers wounded was confiderable. The Ameri-

can lofs was efiimated in the Gazette, at between 2 and 300
{lain, 600 wounded, and above 400 prifoners. Among the

{lain was General Nafh, and feveral other officers of all ranks

;

54 officers were taken prifoners. In this a6lion the Ameri-

cans a6led upon the ofFenfive ; and though repulfcd with lofsj,

jfliewed themfelves a formidable adverfary ; capable of charg-

ing with refolution, and retreating with good order. The
hope therefore entertained from the effe6f of any a<£tion with

them as decifive, and likely to put a fpeedy termination to the

war, was exceedingly abated.

, ^ The taking of Philadelphia was not attended with all theA rmw re— 01
*

o
'

to
^^^^"tages expe6led from that conqueft. The rebel army

Philadel-
t^o^^'^ver ftraitened, flill kept the field ; and until the Dela-

phia, ware could be cleared, it was obvious that the army could

not fupport itfelf in that town for the winter. Therefore,

as the whole effecl of the campaign depended upon that oper-

ation, about a fortnight after the battle, the King's army re-

moved from German-Town to Philadelphia, as being a more
convenient place for the reduction of Mud, or Fort^ Ifland,

and for co-operating with the naval force in opening the na-

vigation of the river. The enemy had returned after the ac-

tion of German-Town, to their old camp at Skippach Creekj,

where they ftill continued.

Meafures being concerted between the General and Admi-
Unfuc- ral for removing the obftru<£tions of the river, the former or-

cefsiulat- dered batteries to be erefled on the.weflern ffiore. or Pen-
Tack on fylvania fide, in hopes of affifting in diflodging the enemy
the Dela- from Mud-lfland, the difficulty of accefs to which, was
T^are. found to render its reduction a much more tedious and difficult

operation than had been expected. He alfo detached a flrong

body of Pleffians acrofs the river at Cooper's Ferry, oppofitc

th#
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the town, who were to march down and force the redoubt

of Red Bank, whilft the fhips, and the batteries on the other

fide, were to carry on their attacks againft Mud-Ifland and

the enemy's marine force. The HefTian detachment was led

by Colonel Donop, (who had gained great reputation in va-

rious actions of this war) and confifted befides of light infan-

try and Chadeurs, of three battalions of grenadiers, and the

regiment of Mirbach. The Amerian force at Red Bank was

eflimated at about 800 men.
Though nothing could exceed the good difpofition made Heilians

for thefe feveral attacks, nor the exertions of vigour and cou- repuJfed

rage difplayed both by land and naval force on their different with
elements, yet this enterprize not only failed of fuccefs, but great lofi

was in every refpe6t unfortunate. Colonel Donop attacked at Red B.

the enemy's entrenchments with the utmoft gallantry, and qq_
after a very fliarp action, fucceeded in carrying an exienfive

out-work ; but he found the enemy better covered in the bo-

dy of the redoubt, and the defence more vigorous than he ex-

pelled. The brave Colonel was there mortally wounded and p ,

j^
taken prifoner. Some of his befl officers were killed or dif- j.q^].-\\~a

abled, and the Heflians after a defperatc engagement, were
rcpulfed with great lofs. Colontfl Mingerode, the next In

command, being likewife dangeroufly wounded, the detach-

ment was brought off by Lieutenant-Colonel Linfing, having

fuff( fed much in the approach and retreat from the affault

by the fire of the enemy's gallies and floating batteries. The
lofs of the Heflians, whether as to private men or officers,

was never particularly authenticated ; it was however, known
to be very confiderable : probably not lefs than four or five

hundred men.
The men of war and frigates deftined for the attack, hav-

ing made their way with difficulty through the lower barrier,

took every poffible difpofition that the nature and fituation of

the river would admit for the deftru£lion of the upper works

and defences, where they commenced their affault, at the

fame time that Colonel Donop was engaged at Red Bank,

Fortune was not more favourable here than afhore. The
{hips could not bring their fire to bear with any great effe£t

upon their works. The extraordinary obffru£l:ion with which
the enemy had interrupted the free courfe of the river, had
even affeded its bed, and wrought fome alteration in its

known and natural channel. By this means, the Augufia
man of war and Merlin floop, were grounded fo fafl: at Tome
diftance from the chevaux-de-frize, that there was no poffi-

bility of getting them off. In this fituation, though the fkill

and
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and courage of the officers and crews of the feveral vefTels,

prevented the eflPeSt of four fire (hips which the enemy had
fern to deflroy the Augufta, fhe unfortunately took fire in

the engagement, which placed the others under the neceflity

of retiring with the utmoil expedition, to get beyond the ef-

fe6t of the explofioTi. In thefe urgent and difficult circum-
fiances, the Merlin was haftily evacuated, and laid in a train

of deilru8:ion, and the greater part of the officers and crew
of the Augufta fa^ed ; but the fecond Lieutenant, Chaplain,
and gunner, with no inconfiderable number of the common
men, unhappily perifhed.

New and The ill fuccefs of this enterprize by no means damped the

effectual refolution of the commanders, in profecution of the abfolute-

meafures ly neceffary work of opening the navigation of the Delaware.
taken. New ground was taken, new meafures adopted, and every

preparation made that could infure fuccefs in the defign. Nor
were the enemy idle on their fide. They well underftood

the great confequence it was of to them to keep the naval force

feparated from the army, and to render the communication
between them tedious and difficult. They accordingly left

nothing undone to flrengthen their defences.

The officers and feamen of the fleet were inceflantly em-
ployed in conveying heavy artillery, provifions and flores, up
the river, by a difficult channel on the weft fide, to a fmali

morafly iiland, where they ere6led batteries, which greatly

Nov. 1 <. incommoded the enemy's works on Mud-Idand. Every thing

being prepared for an atta6t, the Ifis and Somerfet men of

war, pafled up the eaft channel, in order to attack the ene-

my's works in the front ; feveral frigates drew up againft a

fort newly erected on the Jerfey fide, near Manto Creek,

which was fo fituated as to flank the men of war in their fla-

tion ; and two armed vefTels, mounted with 24 pounders,

fuccefsfully made their way through the narrow channel on

the v/eftern fide at the back of Hogg Ifland ; a matter of the

greatefl: importance with refpe6l to the fuccefs of the attack,

as thefe two veffels, in concert with the batteries newly erec-

ted in Province Ifland, enfiladed the principal works which

the enemy had ereQ:ed on Mud-Ifland.

A heavy fire was fupported on both fides. At length the

Mud vigorous attack made by the Ifis in front, and by the two
Ifland, & armed veflels, and the batteries in other quarters, fo over-

Red Bank powered the enemy in the fort and works on Mud-Ifland,
taken. that towards evening their artillery was entirely filenced.

And they perceiving that meafures were taking tor forcing

their works on the following morning, and being alfo fenfi-

blt
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^^e that, in the prefent {late of things, they were not defen-

fible, they fet fire to every thirg that was capable of receiv-

ing it, and abandoned the place in the night.

The lofsof the enemy in men was faid to be very confide-

rable ; that of the fleet, was more trifling than could have

been fuppofed. Their artillery and fome llores were taken

at Mud illand. In two days after. Lord Cornwallis paffed

over with a detachment from Chefter to Billing's .ort,

where he was joined by a body oi forces juft arrived from

New York. I hey proceeded all together to Red Bank,

which the enemy abandoned at their approach, leaving their

artillery with a confiderable quantity of cannons-ball and

flores behind them. The works were demolifhed.

The enemy's fhipping having now loft all protection on

their fide of the river, feveral of tiielr galiies and other ^"^^^i-

armed vefTels took the advantage of a favourable night, io^f-.^^^
pafs the batteries of Philadelphia, and efcape to places of fe- <-

?^^ ^

curity farther up. The difcovery of this tranfaftion occafi-

oned the fending an officer with a party of feamen to man
the Delaware frigate lately taken, and lying at Philadelphia,

and the taking of fuch other meafures, as rendered the efca-

ping of the remainder impra6tlcable. Thus environed, the

crews abandoned and fet fire to their veffels, which were all

confumed to the amount of feventeen of difi^erent forts, in-

cluding the two floating batteries, and fire-lliips. With all

thefe advantages, the feafon of the year, and other impedi-

ments, rendered the clearing of the river, in any confidera-

ble degree, impratSticable ; fo that the making or difcovering

of fuch a channel, as might admit the paflage of tranfports

and veffels of eafy burden with provifions and neceffaries for

the ufeofthe army at Philadelphia, was all that could be

obtained at prefent.

General Wafhington being reinforced by 4000 men from
the northern army, advanced within 14 miles of Philadel-

phia, to a place called White Marfh, where he encamped
in a very flrong pofiticn. with his right to the Wiffahichon

Creek, and the front partly covered by Sandy Run. As this

movement feemed to indicate a difpofnion to adventure.

General Howe was not without hopes, that the late rein-

forcement would encourage rheni to hazard a battle for the

recovery of Philadelphia. If fuch wa? their intention, he
Was determined that they fhould not cool in it, for' want of

an opportunity of bringing it into ^iftion ; or if they ftill ad-

hered to their ufual fyftem of caution and defence, it was
ilill reafonably to be hoped that upon a clofe infpedion of

their
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their fituation, fome part of their camp would be found fo

vulnerable as to admit of a fuccefsful impreflion.

Upon thefe grounds the general marched the army from
Philadelphia on the 4th of December at night, and took poft

at Chefnut Hill,, in the front of the enemy's right on the next

morning. Finding that their right afforded no opening for

an attack, he changed his ground before day on the 7th, and
took a newpofition oppofite to their center and left. Some
fkirmifhes happened in which the enemy were conftantly de-

feated, and iheir flying parties purfued home almofl to their

works. The General at length, after continuing above three

days conftantly in their fight, advancing within a mile of

their lines, and examining their works with the clofefl: atten-

tion, finding that nothing could provoke or entice them to

aQion, and that their camp was in every part inacceflible,

gave up the profecution of a defign which was evidently

fruitlefs. The army alio fuffered greatly from the fe verity of

the weather, both officers and foldiers being totally defli-

tute of tents and field equipage.

G How '^^^ General accordingly began his march to Philadelphia

returns to
^" ^^^^ afternoon of the 8th, in full view of the enemy, with-

Philadel- ^^^^ being purfued, or in the fmalleft degree incommoded on

phia. ^^s return. As the feafon was now too far advanced, to ad-

mit of any other attention than what related to the accommo-
dation of the army, a grand detachment was fent out to pro-

cure forage for the winter, which was fuccefsfully performed.

In the mean time Walhington removed his camp from White
Marfh to Valley Forge, upon the Schuylkill, about 15 or 16

miles from Philadelphia, in a very ftrong and confequently fe-

cure pofition. Nothing could afford a ftronger proof, to who-
ever confiders the nature aEd difpofition of ihofe people, of

the unbounded influence on the minds both of his officers and

men which that General poffeffed, than his being able not

only to keep them together, but to fubmit to the incommodi-
ties and diftrefles incident to living in a hutted camp, during

the fevere winter of that climate, and where all his fupplies of

provifion and (lores muft come from a great difl:ance, at much
expence and no fmall hazard. It was alfo a proof with many
others, of the general ffrong difpofition of America, to fuffer

all things rather than fubmit to force.

Such was the iffueofthe campaign upon the Delaware. A
campaign which affords much room for the mofl ferious re-

flection. The Britifh arms were crowned with the moft bril-

liant fuccefs. Two very confiderable victories were obtain-

ed. In all Icffer anions, bating the affair at Red-Bank, they
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were equally triumphant. Yet with all this tide of fuccefs, 1777.
all the fruit derived from our viQories at the clofe of the v^—v-*^

campaign, amounted to no more than (Imply a good winter

lodging for our army in the city of Philadelphia ; whilft the

troops poflefled no more of the adjacent country than what
they immediately commanded with their arms. It was ftill

more difcouraging, that the enemy had given repeated proofs,

that however he might engage them when he thought it to

his advantage, it was impoflible for the royal army to bring

him to action againfl: his confent. This gave occafion to

much uneafinefs in England ; where the news of the firft fuc-

cefTes had caufed the greateft exultation, which was now fuc-

ceeded with very gloomy reflections on the peculiar and fatal

circumflances, which, from the nature of the country, and
other co-operating caufes, had diflinguifhed this war, from
all others in which we had ever been concerned ; and in which
vidory and defeat were nearly produdive of the fame confe-

quences.
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CHAP XIV.

Jffairs In Canada. Northern expedition committed to General

Burgoyne. Line of condu^ purfued by General Carleton,

Savages employed. Expedition under Colonel St. Leger.

Warfeafl, and fpeech to the Indians. Manifeflo. Ticoti-

deroga and Mount Independence invefled hy the royal army.

Council of war held, and the forts abandoned by the Ameri-

cans. Purfuit by land and water. Rear of the American:

overtaken by General Frazer. General St. Clair take to the

ivoodsi with the remains of bis army, and at length arrive

at Fort Edward. Fort Anne abandoned: Difficulties encoun-

tered by the royal army in their march to Fort Edward*
American army retires to Saratoga.

WE now turn from exemplifying vi6lory without equi-

valent advantage in one quarter, to behold the mod
-"v"'*-' mlfchievous ccnfequences of defeat in another. The war

upon the fide of Canada and the lake, was committed to the

charge of Lieutenant General Burgoyne; an officer whofe
ability was unqueftioned, and whofe fpirit of enterprize, and

third for military glory, however rivalled, could not poflibly

be exceeded.

This appointment, however palliated or juflified, by the

propriety or fuppofed necelTity of the Governor's conftant

refidence in his province, could not fail of being fenfibly

felt, and could fcarcely be fuppofed not to give umbrage, to

General Carleton, to whofe abilities, and refolution, thi$

nation in general acknov/ledged, and the world attributed,

the prefervaiion of Canada. It was faid, that his powers

had been diminiflied in proportion to the greatnefs of his fer-

vices. His military command extended before to every part

of America, whither he might find it fitting to condu6l the

army under his dire6lion. It was now fuddenly reftrained

to the narrow limits ot his own province. He had, faid his

friends, in the preceding campaign, not only driven the enemy
out of Canada, but a great naval armament had been form-

ed.
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cd, the enemy's force on Lake Champlain deftroyed, and

Crown-point recovered, under his auihoritj. The latenefs

of the feafon only, prevented him from attacking Ticonde-

roga, and immediately profecuting the war to the South-

ward. He had, during the winter, exerted his ufual induf-

try, and applied his military Ikill and judgment, in the for-

warding of every preparation, which might conduce to the

fuccefs of the defign in the enfuing campaign. At the open-

ing of the communication with England, inftead of the rein-

forcement which he had required and expected for the com-
pletion of his purpofe, he received an arrangement totally

new, which a£ it had been framed without any reference to

his judgment, or attention to his approbation, left nothing to

his difcretion or opinion in the execution. Two expeditions

were to be formed, in each of which, the number and na-

ture of the troops to be employed, the particular fervice of

each corps, with its fubdivifions and the fmallefl: detachment

to be made from it, had been minutely and precifely fpeci-

fied by the minifter. He was not even coniulted as to the

number or nature of the troops which were to remain in his

hands for the defence or fecurity of ^ anada. In a word, the

army which he had lately commanded was taken out of his,

and placed in other hands, and officers who lately a<£ted un-

der his direction, were by a detraction from his authority,

virtually placed in independent commands ; for their inftruc-

tions to put themfelves under the orders of Sir William
Howe, Teemed little more than a mockery, as that General
had informed Sir Guy Carleton, that the concerted operati-

ons of the campaign on his fide, would lead him to fuch a

diilance, as to render any communication of that nature im-
pra£iicab!e.

That the governor felt and underftood his arrangement
and thefe appointments in the manner we have related from
the complaints of his friends in England, feems evident from
the immediate refignation of his government which then took

place ; but as the notification, the appointment of another,

and the pafTage of his fuccefibr from Europe, were all works
of time, he was flill, however ungrateful the taik, obliged

to continue in the exercife of his office, during a longer pe-

riod than that of which we are treating.

Under thefe circumftances, and in this trying and difficult

fituation, he endeavoured to fhew that refentment could not

warp him from his duty, and he applied himfelfv^ith the
fame diligence and energy, to forward by every pofTible

means, and to fupport in all its parts the expedition, as if the

arrangement
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arrangement was entirely his own. This conduft, hov/ever

praile-worthy, was not lefs neceffary, from the peculiar na-

ture of the fervice which was to be performed ; a fervice ex*

ceedingly comphcated in the arrangement, uncommonly nu-

merous in the parts ; and many unufual in pra6ilice. It will

not be difficult to conceive, how effectually negligence, dif-

like, obftinacy, or even a colourable and rational difference

of op inion in fome difputabie points, might fruftrate all the

hopes founded upon fuch a fyftem.

Nothing of this fort intervened, to damp the fpirit or to

defeat the fuccefs of the expedition. The preparations were

carried on with vigour.

We have before taken notice, that the minifters, and more
particularly the noble lord at the head of the American de-

partment, were not only particularly interefted in the event,

but had founded the moft fanguine hopes upon the fuccefs of

this expedition. Nothing was accordingly left undone on

fheir fide, which, in proportion to the number of regular

troops that could be fpared for that particular fervice, might

conduce to give efficacy to their operations. Befides, Ca-

nada it was hoped would fupply a warlike though undifci-

plined militia, well calculated for, and acquainted with, the

peculiar nature of the fervice and country.

To ftrengthen and increafe this irregular, but neceffary

aid, arms and accoutrements were amply provided, to fup-

ply thofe numerous loyalifts, who were expected to join the

royal army as foon as it approached or penetrated the fron-

tiers ©f the adjacent provinces. As a powerful artillery is

confidered to be the great and effe<Sl:ive arm in an American

war, where a numerous and undifciplined enemy is to be

continually attacked in difficult pofbs, and driven out of

woods and faftneffes, fo this part of the fervice was particu-

larly attended to, and the brafs train that was fent out upon

this expedition, was perhaps the finefl:, and probably the

moff excellently fupplied as to officers and private men, that

had ever been allotted to fecond the operations of any army,

which did not far exceed the prefent in number.

Befides thefe forces, feveral nations of favages had been in-

duced to come into the field. This meafure was defended

upon the fuppofed neceffity of the cafe ; as if from their cha-

raOer it was prefumed they could not lie {l:ill,andif not engaged

in the King's fervice, would have joined the Americans,

Whatever advantages were hoped from them. General Car-

leton did not in the preceding year make much ufe of them ;

but civilly difmifled them at the clofe of the campaign, on a

promif*
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promife of appearing in the next if required. There has

been a good deal of difcuffion, which we want materials to

fettle, how far he approved of their employment at all.

The friends of miniftry faid, that he had recommended and
forwarded the meafure. Others faid, that partly from hu-
manity, partly from his forming a juft eftimate of their fer-

vices, and knowing by experience the extent of their powers
and ability in war, he was unwilling to ufe them, knowing
that they were capricious, inconftant, and intra6bable. That:

as their ideas of war and of courage were totally different

from thofe of civilized nations, fo, notwithftanding their fe-

rocity of chara6ter, and the incredible fpecimens of pailive

Valour which they fometimes exhibited in cafes adapted to

their own opinions, they not only abhorred, but dreaded,

whatever is confidered as fair and generous fervice among
Europeans, wherein the contending parties bravely feek and
are included in one common danger, trufting only for fuccefs

to their fuperior fkill and courage. That their obje6t and

defign in all wars, was not to fight, but to murder; not to

conquer, but to deftroy. In a word, that their fervice was
uncertain, their rapacity infatiate, their faith ever doubtful,

and their aflions cruel and barbarous.

Whatever his reafons were for not employing them in a

more early and effectual manner, if it were in his power to

do it, as early and effe6lually as was imagined, this condu6t

"was far from being generally approved of at home. Thofe
who were particularly warm in their zeal againft the colo-

nies, began fomewhat to forget their natural humanity in

their anger. They infifted, that every appearance of leni-

ty in fuch circumftances was a8:ual cruelty in the eftefi",

by ading as an incentive to difobedience, and increafing the

objects of punifhment. That on the contrary, partial feve-

rity was general mercy; as timely exertions of juftice, and

•flriO: inflictions of ounifhrnent, were at all times the *fure

means of preventing crimes. That the only method of fyct-

dily crufliing the rebellion, was to render the lituation of the

adors in it fo intolerable, that a cefTatiGn from danger, and

the bleflings of repofe, fliould become the only objects of

their contemplation and hope. That the means were but

little to be attended to, when they led to the acccomplifli-

ment of fo great and happy a purpofe, as the deftru<5tion of

rebellion, and the reftoration of order and legal government.

And that in all convulfions of dates, the innocent were too

frequently involved in the calamities which were intended or

wilhed to be confined entirely to the guilty ; but fuch was

T the
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the lot and. condition of mankind, that this evil, however de-

plored, could not in numberlefs inftances be avoided or pre-

vented. This doctrine was fupported by the avowed friend*

of government, whether out of office, or in the fubordinate

departments of the ftate ; it was alfo generally fuppofed to

be confonant to the opinions of the minifters, and that Ge-
neral Carleton's fcruples or niceties upon this point were by
no means acceptable.

The En- However this was, in the prefent arrangement^ the aid of
glifhem-

^|^g favages was confidered as a principal member of that
p.oythe

f(jj.(.g which was deftined to the profecution of the northern
lavages.

^^^^ ^^^ ^j^^ Governor of Canada was accordingly enjoined

to uie his utmofl: weight and influence, in bringing the Indian

nations forward in fupport of the expedition. His zeal was

as afiiive in fulfilling this duty, as it was in every Other which

appertained to the piefent fervice. Nor was his fuccefs dif-

proportioned to his zeal. Whether it proceeded from the

Governor's influence with the Indians, their avidity to feizc

the prefents which were now liberally diftributed amongft

them, from their own innate thirft for war and plunder, or

more probably, from the joint operation of all thefe caufes,

their remote as well as near nations poured forth their warri-

.ors in fuch abundance, that he became at length apprehen-

ftve, that their numbers might render them an incumbrance

rather than an aid to the army.

The regular force allotted to the expedition condu6ied by
General Burgoyne, confifting of Britifh and German troops,

amounted to 7173 men, exclufive of the artillery corps.

Of thefe, the German Corps (confifting m.oftly of Brunf-

wickers) amounted to 3217. The force required by that

General in the propofals which he laid before the Minifter,

confifted of 8000 regulars, rank and file, befides the artillery,

a corps of Watermen, 2000 Canadians, including hatchet-

men,' and other Workmen, with a thoufand, or more, fava- •

ges. We have no certain information what numbers of thefe

auxiliaries were in a6tual fervice upon the expedition.

Canada v/as largely rated, and its inhabitants muft have
fenfibly felt the proportion which they were allotted to con-

tribute towards this fervice. In the propofals laid before the

Minifter, befides the militia and various fpecies of workmen
fuppofed necefiary to be immediately attached to the army,

and to accompany it on the expedition, chains of their mili-

tia, patroles, and pofts, were expe£ted to occupy the

Woods in the frontiers on the rear of the army, partly to in-

tercept the communication between the enemy and the ill af-

fedtd
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felted in Canada, partly to prevent defertion and to procure
intelligence, and for various other duties neceffary towards

keeping the country in quiet. Another great call upon them
was for workmen to complete the fortifications at Sorel, St.

John's, Chamblee and Ifle au Noix, which it was fuppofed
would amount to 2000 men. A ftill greater call upon the

Canadians, and the more grievous, as it was at their feed-

fowing feafon, was for the tranfport of all the provifions, ar-

tlHery, frores, and baggage of the army, from the different

repofitories to the water, and afterwards at the carrying pla-

ces, befides the corvees for making the roads. It was efti-

mated that this fervice would for fome time before, and at

the opening of the campaign, require no lefs than 2000 men^
befides a very large proportion of horfes and carts.

General Burgoyne was feconded by able and excellent offi-

cers. Of thefe, Major-General Phillips of the artillery, wha
had gained fuch diftinguifhed renown by his conduft in that

fervice during the late war in Germany, deferves to be par-

ticularly mentioned. He was likewife affifted by the Briga-

dier-Generals, Frazer, Powel, and Hamilton, all diftin-

guiflied officers, with the Brunfwick Major-General Baron
Reidefel, and Brigadier-General Speeht. The army was,

in every refpeft, in the beft condition that could pofTibly be

expelled or wifhed, the troops being in the higheft fpirits,

admirably difciplined, and uncommonly healthy.

The detachment on the expedition to the Mohawk River

under Colonel St. Leger, did not probably exceed feven or

eight hundred men, confining of 200 drawn from the 8th

and 34th regiments, a regiment of New-Yorkers, lately

raifed by, and under the command of, Sir )ohn Johnlbn,

being moftly emigrants from his own country, adjoining to

the mtended fcene of action, with fome Hanau ChafTeurs, a

company of Canadians, and another of newly railed rangers,

"Thefe were joined by a ftrong body of favages, in part con-

duded, or if it may be termed officered, by a number of

Britifh and Americans. The regular force left in Canada,

including the Highland emigrants under that denomination,

amounted to about 3700 men.

The army being at length arrived and encamped at the

River Bouquet, on the we!^ fide of Lake Champlain, and at

no very great dif^ance to the northward of Crown Point,

General Burgoyne, there met the Indians in congrefs, and

afterwards, in compliance with the cuftoms of thole people,

gave them a war feaft. The fpeech which he made to the

favages upon this occafion has been publifhed. It was calcu- J^neai,

T z lated
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1777. . lated In thofe powerful flrains of elocution by which thatgen-
V.—-v-^^ tleman is diftinguifhed, to excite their ardour in the common

caufe, and at the fame time to reprefs their barbarity. For
this purpofe he took pains in explaining to them the diftin^ti-

on, between a war carried on againft a common enemy, in

which the whole country and people were hoftile, and the

prefent, in which good and faithful fubje£ts were largely,

and of neceflity, iniermixed with rebels and traytors. Upon
this principle he laid down feveral injunOilons for the go-

vernment of their condu6l:, particularly, that they fhould

only kill (hofe who were oppofed to them in arms ; that old

men, women, children, and prifoners, fhould be held facred

from the knife or hatchet, even in the heat of aflual conflict ;

that they fnould only fcalp thofe whom they had flain in fair

oppcfition ; but that under no pretence^ fubtlety, or colour

of prevarication, they.fliould fcalp the wounded, or even dy-

ing ; much lefs kill perfons in that condition, by way of eva-

ding the injunction. And they were promifed a cornpenfa-

tion for prifoners, but informed that they fhould be called to

account for fcalps. Thefe endeavours did in fome meafure
mitigate, but were not of force wholly to retrain their fero-

city, of which fome unhappy inftances afterwards appeared.

The General foon after difperfed a manifefto, calculated

to fpread terror among the contumacious, and particularly to

revive in their minds every latent impreflion of fear derived

from knowledge or information of the cruel operations of

the lavages, whofe numbers were accordingly magnified,

. and their eagernefs to be let loofe to their prey, defcribed

with uncommon energy. The force of that great power,
which was now fpread by fea and land, to embrace or to

crulli every part of America, was difplayed in full, lofty, and
expreiTive language. The rebellion, with its efFe6ts, and the

condufit of the prefent governors and governments, were
charged with the higheft colouring, and exhibited a moft hi-

deous piGure, of unparalleled injuftice, cruelty, perft cation

and tyranny. Rncouragem.ent and employment were afTured

to thofe, who with a difpofition and ability fuited to the pur-

pofe, fnould actually afllfl: in redeeming their country from
flavery, and in the re-eflablifhment of legal government.

Protedion and fecurity, clogged with conditions, reftriCted

by circumflances, and father imperfe6lly or inexplicitly ex-

preffed, were held out to the peacable and induftrious, who
continued in their habitations. And all the calamities and
outrages of war, arrayed in their moft terrific forms, were
denounced a?7ainft thofe who perfevered in their hoftility.

The
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The army having made a fhort (lay at Crown Point, for

the eflablifhment of magazines, an hofpital, and other ne-

ceflary fervices, proceeded, in concert with the naval arma-
ment, to inveft Ticonderoga, which was the firft objetl of

their deftinatlon. Although the raih and ill conducted at-

tempt made upon that place in the year 1758, with thecon-

fequent repulfe and heavy lofs fuftained by the Britifli army,
rendered it at that time an obje<£l of general attention, it may
not at this diftance of time be wholly unnecefia.-y to take

Ibme notice of its fituation, as well as of its (late of defence.

Ticonderoga lies on the weftern fhore, and only a few ^

miles to the northward from the commencement of that nar- of Ticon-
row inlet, by which the water from Lake George is convey- dero^a.
ed to Lake Champlain. Crown Point lies about a dozen
miles farther north at the extremity of that inlet. The firft

of thefe places is fituated on an angle of land, which is fur-

roundtd on three fides by water, and that covered by rocks.

A great part of the fourth fide v/as covered by a deep morafs,

and where that fails, the old French lines ftill continued as a

defence on the north-well: quarter. The Americans ftrength-

ened thefe lines with additional works and a block-houfe.

They had other ports with works and blockhoufes, on the

ieft, towards Lake George. To the right of the Prench
lines they had alfo two new blockhoufes with other works.

On the eaftern fliore of the inlet, and oppofite to Ticon-
deroga, the Americans had taken ftill more pains in fortifying

a high circular hill to which they gave the name of Mount
Independence. On the fummit of this, which is Tableland,

they had erected a ftar fort, enclofing a large fquare of bar-

racks, well fortified and fupplied v/ith artillery. 7 he foot

of the mountain, which on the weft fide proje6ied into the

water, was ftrongly entrenched to its edge, and the entrench-

ment well lined with heavy artillery. A battery about half

v/ay up the mount, fuftained and covered thefe lower

works.

The Americans, with their ufual induftry, had joined

thefe two pofts by abridge of communication thrown over the

inlet. This was, like many other of their performances, a

great and moft laborious work. The bridge was fupported

on 22 funken piers of very large timber, placed at nearly

equal diftances ; the fpaces between thefe were filled with

feparate floats, each about fifty feet Jong and twelve feet

wide, ftrongly faftened together with chains and rivets, and

as effectually attached to the funken pillars. On the Lake
Champlain fide of the bridge, it was defended by a boom

T 3 compofed
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compofed of very large pieces of timber, faflened together by
rivetted bolts and double chains, made of iron an inch and

halffquare. Thus not only a communication was maintain-

ed between thefe two pofts, but all accefs by water from the

northern fide was totally cut ofF.

It is to be obferved, that as the inlet immediately after paf-

fing Ticonderoga, aflumes a new form, fuddenly widening

to a confiderable breadth, and becoming navigable to vefiels

of burden, fo from thence it alfo holds the 'name of Cham-
plain, although it is not properly a part of the lake. On the

other hand, the fouthern gut from Lake George, befides be-

ing narrow, is alfo rendered unnavigable by (hallows and

falls ; but on its arrival at Ticonderoga, it is joined by a

great body of water on the eaftern fide, called, in this part.

South River, but higher up towards its fource, before the

junction of the elder branch with the younger, which runs

Irom South Bay, it is known under the appellation of Wood
Creek. The confluence of thefe waters at Ticonderoga,

forms a fmall bay to the fouthward of the bridge of commu-
nication, and the point of land formed by their junction, is

compofed of a mountain called Sugar Hill.

Notwithftanding theapparentftrength of Ticonderoga frorri

what we have hitherto feen, it is entirely overlooked, and

its woiks effeflually commianded by Sugar Hill. This cir-

cumftance occafioned a confuitation among the Americans as

to the fortifying of that Mount ; but their works were al-

ready far too extenfive for their powers of defence, and would
require ten or twelve thoufand men to be efFedually manned.
It was likewife hoped, that the diflRculty of accefs to the Su-

gar Mount, and the favage inequality of its furface, would
prevent the enemy from attempting to profit of its fitu-

ation.

It would be exceedingly difficult from the information be-

fore us, to form any authentic eftimate of the number of

Americans that were in the a6tual defence of thefe two pofts.

It appears by the commander in chief. General St. Clair's

exculpatory letter to the congrefs, as well as by the refoluti-

ons of the council of war, which accompanies it, that his

whole force, including 900 militia, who were to quit him
in a few days, was only about 3000 men ; that thefe were ill

equipped, and worfe armed
;

particularly in the article of

bayonets, an arm fo eflential in the defence of lines, that they

had not one to ten of their number. This account would
feem not only fatisfadory but conclufive, if it had not been
contradicted by others. In a detail of the tranfa6tions of the

campaign.
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campaign, tranfmitted by the war office of Maflachufetts 1777.
Bay 10 the American deputies in France, and for the con- ^.

veyance of which a light fhip was fent out on purpofe, they
ftate St. Clair's force at near 5000 men well equipped and
armed. It is, however, to be oblerved, that they talk with
great bitternefs of that General's condud, as he had done in

his firft letter to congrefs, with refped to the behaviour of
two of their regiments : It may alfo be fuppofed, that in a
ftatement of their affairs, intended to operate upon the fenti-

ments and condufl of a court, from which they already re-

ceived elTential benefits, and looked forward to much great-

er, they would rather increafe the weight of blame upon an
unfortunate officer, than detra6t from the public opinion of
their own condu6l: and power, by attributing weaknefs to

their councils, or inefficacy to their arms.

As the royal army approached to the object of its deftinati-

on, it advanced with equal caution and order on both fide*

of the lake, the naval force keeping its flation in the center,

until the one had begun to enclofe the enemy on the land

fide, and the frigates and gun-boats call anchor jufl: out of
oinnon (hot from their works. Upon the near approach of
the right wing on the Ticonderoga fide, upon the 2 2d of

July, the Americans immediately abandoned and fet fire to

their works, block-houfes, and faw-mills, towards Lake
George, and without fally, interruption, or the fmallefl mo-
tion of diverfion, permitted Major General Phillips to take

poffeffion of the very advantageous pofl of Mount Hope,
which befides commanding their lines in a great and danger-

'

ous degree, totally cut oft their communication with that

lake. The fame fuplnenefs and total want of vigour appear-
ed in every thing on their fide, except in the keeping up of

an inefFedual roar of cannon, which was fo much contemned
on the other as not to be once returned.

In the mean while, the royal army proceeded with fuch ex-
pedition in the confiirudion of its works, the bringing up of
artillery, ftoies and provifions, and the eflablifhment of its

pods and communications, that by the 5th, matt-ers were {o

far advanced, as to require little more time for completely in-

vefling the pofls on both fides of the lake. Sugar Hill was
alfo examined, and the advantages it prefented were fo im-
portant, though attended with infinite labour and difficulty,

from the neceifity of making a road to its top through very

rough ground, and conflruding a level there for a battery^

that this arduous tafk was undertaken, and already far ad-

T 4 vanc^d
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vanced towards its completion, through the fpirit, judgment,

and a6tive induftry of General Phillips.

Ticonde- ^" thefe circum ftances, a hafty council was on that day held

roffaeva- ^7 ^^^ American Generals, to which their principal went, as

cuated ^^ informs us, already predetermined as to his conduct. It

by the was reprefented, that their whole eflFe6live numbers were not

Ameri- fufficient to man one half of the works; that as the whole
can army muft confequently be upon conftant duty, it would be impol-

fible for them to fuflain the fatigue for any length of time
;

and that as the enemy's batteries were ready to open, and the

place would be completely invefted on all fides within 24
hours, nothing could fave the troops, but an immediate eva-

cuation of both pofts. This determination was unanimoufly

agreed to by the council, and the place was accordingly eva-

cuated on that night.

However juftly this reprefentation of their condition and

circumftances was founded, and however neceflary the deter-

mination of the council was in the prefent flate of their af-

fairs, one apparently capital error on the fide of the com-
manders, m.uft flrike every common obferver. If their force

was not fufficient for the defence of the works, why did they

not form this refolution in time ? Why did they sot with-

draw the troops, artillery, and ftores, and demolifh the

works before the arrival of the enemy ? Why did they want

to be nearly furrounded, until their retreat was more ruinous

than a furrender under any conditions that could be propofed,

and little lefs deflruftive in the event, than if the works had

been carried by ftorm. ?

Thefe are queftions that time and better information alone

can anfwer, if ever they fhould clearly anfwer, in favour of
the American Generals.

The baggage of the army, with fuch artillery, (lores, and

provifions, as the neceffity of the time would permit, were
embarked with a ftrong detachment on board, above 200
batteaux, and difpatched, under convoy of five armed gal-

lies, up the fouth river, in their way to Skenefborough. The
main army took its route by the way of Caftletown, to reach

the fame place by land.

July 6th. The firft light ofthe morning had no fooner difcovered the

flight of the enemy, than their main body was eagerly pur-

fued by Brigadier General Frazer, at the head of his brigade,

confifling of the light troops, grenadiers, and fome other

corps. Major General Reidefel was alfo ordered to join in

the purfuit by land, with the greater part of the Brunfwick

troops, either to fupport the Brigadier, or to a6l feparately,

as
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as occafion might require, or circumftances direO:. The
enemy left a prodigious artillery behind them, which with

thofe taken or deftroyed in the armed vefTels at Skenefbo-

rough, amounted to no lefs than 128 pieces, of all forts,

ferviceable and unferviceable. They alfo left fome military

ftores of different forts, and no inconfider.able ftock cf provi-

ons in the forts.

General Burgoyne conducted the purfuit by w^ater in per-

fon. That bridge and thofe works, which the Americans had

laboured hard for ten months to render im.penetrable, were

cut through in lefs time by the Britifli feamen and artificers,

than it would have coft them to have defcribed their ilruc-

ture. In a word, they did their bufinefs with fuch fpeed and

€fFe6l:, that not only the gun boats, but the Royal George
and Inflexible frigates, had pafTed through the bridge by nine

o'clock in the miorning. Several regiments embarked on

board the vefTels, and the purfuit up the river was fupported

with fuch vigour, that by three o'clock in the afiernoon, the

foremoft brigade of the gun-boats, was clofely engaged with

the enemies galliesnear Skenefborough Falls. In the mean
time, three regiments which had been landed at South Bay,

afcended and pafTed a mountairi, with great expedition, in

order to attack the enemy's works at the falls, and thereby

cut OiT their retreat. But their fpeedy flight prevented the

execution of that defign. Upon the approach of the frigates,

the gallies, which were already overborne by the gun-boats,

lofl all fpirlt ; two of them were accordingly taken, and

three blown up. The rebels now giving way to their dtf-

palr, fet fire to their works, flockaded forts, mills, and bat-

teaux, after which they efcaped as well as they could up the

Wood Creek. This ffroke feemed to complete the ruin of

their ill-fated army, forthebatteaux were deeply loaded, be-

fides their baggage, with ammunition, flores, and provifi-

ons ; fo that they were now left naked in the woods, defli-

tute of provifion, and without any other means of defence,

than what they derived from the arms in their hands.

Confufion and difmay, equally attended their main body

on the left. The foldiers had lofl all refpe8: for, and confi-

dence in their commanders. It would be fruitlefs to expert

refolution, where no order nor command could be main-

tained.

Brigadier Frazer continued and fupported the chace

through the vehement heat of a burning day, with his ufual

aSivity and vigour. Having received intelligence that the

enemy's rear were at no great diflance, and were command-
ed
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ed by Colonel Francis, one of their bed and braveft officers,

hif troops lay that night on their arms. He came up with

the enemy, at five in the morning, whom he found ftrongly

pofted, with great advantage of ground, and a ftill greater

fuperiority in point of number. As he expected every mo-
ment to be joined by General Reidefel^ and was apprehen-

five that the enemy might efcape if he delayed, he did not

hefitate to begin the attack. The advantages which they

pofTeffed in ground and number, and perhaps more than both,

the gocdnefs of their commander, induced them to make a

better Hand than might have been expeded from their con-

dition in other refpe6ts.

As Frazer'& corps was not fupported near fo foon as had

l^een expeQ:ed, the engagement was long ; and though the

light infantry and grenadiers gave feveral ftriking proofs of

their fuperiority, affairs were ftill undecided and critical.

The arrival of the Germans was at length decifive. The
enemy iled on all fides, leaving their brave commander, with

many other officers, and above 200 private men, dead on
the field; About the fame number, befides a Colonel, feven

Captains, and ten Subalterns, were taken prifoners. Above
600 were fuppofed to be wounded, many of whom perifhed

miferably in the woods. The principal lofs on the fide of the

royal army, was th.it of Major Grant, a brave officer, who
Was killed. St. Clair, with the van of the American army,
was at this time at Caftletown, about fix miles farther on.

Upon the account of this difafter, and of the more fatal

ftroke at Skenlborough, and under the apprehenfion of be-

ing intercepted at Fort Anne, he ftruck on to the woods
on his left, probably uncertain whether he (hould direct his

courfe towards the New England provinces and the upper
part of the Conne6licut, or to Fort Edward.

During thefe advantages on the left, Colonel Hill was de-

tached with the 9th regiment from Sken(borough towards

Fort Anne, in order to intercept the fugitives who fled along

the Wood Creek, whilft another part of the army was em-
ployed in carrying batteaux over the falls, in order to facili-

tate their movement to diflodge the enemy from that port.

In that expedition, the Colonel was attacked by a body of
the enemy, confifling as he conceived, of fix times the

number of his detachment, who finding all their efforts in

front totally ineffedual to force the judicious pofition

which he had taken, attempted to furround the regiment.

This alarming attempt, put him under a neceffity of chang-
ing his ground in the heat of adion.

Nothing
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-Nothing lei's than the moft perfe<Sl: difcipline, fup-

ported" by the cooled intrepidity, could have enabled the

regiment to execute fo critical a movement in the face of

the enemy, and in fuch circumftances. It was however
performed with fuch fteadinefs and effe6l, that the enemy,

afier an attack of three hours, were fo totally repulfed, and

with fuch lofs, that after fetting fire to Fort Anne, they fled

with the utmofl: precipitation towards Fort Edward, upon
the Hudfon's river.

The lofs of the royal army, In all this fervice, and In f(f

many aifferent engagements, fome of which were warm,
and feemed liable to lofs, was very fmall. The whole in

killed and wounded, not much exceeding two hundred men.

Such was the rapid torrent of fuccefs, which fwept every
gy^^-gf.

thing away before the northern army in itsoutfet. It is not of the

to be wondered at, if both officers and private men were northern

highly elated with their fortune, and deemed that and their army un-

prowefs to be irrefiflible ; if they regarded their enemy der Gen.

with the greatefl contempt, and confidered their own tcils to Burgoyne

be nearly at an end. Albany to be already in their hands ; and

the redu^ion of the northern provinces to be rather a matter

of fome time, than an arduous tafk full of difficulty and

danger.

At home, the joy and exultation was extreme ; not only

at court, but with all thofe who hoped or wifhed the un-

qualified fubjugation, and unconditional fubmilTion of the

colonies. The lofs in reputation was grea'er to the Ameri-
cans, and capable of more fatal confequences, than even

that of ground, cf pofts, of artillery, or of men. All the

contemiptuous and mod: degrading charges which had been

made by their enemies, of their wanting the refolution and

abilities of men, even in the defence of whatever was dear

to them, were now repeated and believed. 1 hofe who flill

regarded them as men, and who had not yet loll: all afFe<9:ion

to them ^s brethren ; who alfo retained hopes that a happy
reconciliation upon conflitutlonal principles, without facrifi-

cing the dignity or the juft authority of government on the

one fide, or a derele6lion of the rights of freemen on the

other, was not even now impoflible, notwithftanding their

favourable difpofitionsin general, could not help feeling upon
this occafion, that the Americans funk not a little in their

efllmation. It was not difficult to diffufe an opinion, that

the war in effe<El was over ; and that any further refiftance,

would ferve only to render the terras of their fubmilTion the

worfe.
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worfe. Such were fome of the immediate efifefits of the lofs

of thofe grand keys of North America, Ticonderoga and

the lakes.

General Burgoyne continued for fome days, with the ar-

my partly at Skenefborough, and partly fpread in the adjoin-

ing country. They were under the neceflity of waiting for

the arrival of tents, baggage, and provifions. In the mean
time, no labour was fpared in opening roads by the way of

Fort Anne, for advancing againft the enemy. Equal in-

*duftry was ufed in clearing the Wood Creek from the obfta-

cles of fallen trees, funken ftones, and other impediments

which had been laid in the way by the enemy, in order to

open a paffage for batteaux, for the conveyance of artille-

ry, ftores, provifions, and camp equipage. Nor was lefs

diligence ufed at Ticonderoga, in the carrying of gun-boats,

provifion vefTels, and batteaux, overland into Lake George.

Thefe were all laborious works, but the fpirit of the army
was at that time fuperior to toil or danger.

General Schuyler was at Fort Edward upon the Hudfon's

river, where he was endeavouring to colle61: the militia, and

had been joined by St. Clair, with the wretched remains of

his army, who had taken a round about march of feven

days through the woods, in which, from the exceeding bad-

nefs of the weather, with the want of covering, provifions,

and all manner of neceffaries, they had fuffered the moft

extreme mifery. Many others of the fugitives had alfo ar-

rived ; but fo totally broken down, that they were nearly as

deftitme of arms, ammunition, and all the materials of war,

as they were of vigour,, hope, fpirit, to ufe them with ef-

fea.

Although the direfl diftance from Fort Anne, where the

batteaux navigation on Wood Creek determined, or even

from Skenefborough to Fort Edward, was no greater, than

what in England would be confidered as a moderate ride of

exercife, yet fuch is the favage face and impra6ticable na-

ture of the country, and fuch were the artificial difficulties

which the induftry of the enemy had thrown in the way,

that the progrefs of the army thither, was a work of much
preparation, time, and labour. It will fcarcely be believed

in after times, and may now be received with difficulty in

any other part of the world, that it cofl an aflive and fpiri-

ted army, without any enemy in force to impede its progrefs,

not many fewer days in pafling from one part to another of

a country, than the diflancc, in a direft line, would have

meafured miles. Yet fuch, however extraordinary, is the

fad.
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faft. Befides that the country was a wildernefs in almod
every part of the paflage, the enemy had cut large timber

trees in fuch a manner, on both fides of the road, as to fall

acrofs and lengthways, with their branches interwoven ; fo

that the troops had feveral layers of thefe frequently to re-

move, in places where they could not poiTibly take any other

direQ:ion. The face of the country was like wife fo broken
with creeks and marfhes, that in that fhort fpace, they had
no lefs than forty bridges to conftruft, befides others to re-

pair ; and one of thefe was of log work, over a morafs two
miles in extent. All thefe toils and difficulties were encoun-
tered and overcome by the troops with their ufual fpirit and
alacrity. The enemy were too weak, too much difpirited,

and probably too much afraid of the Indians, to add very

materially to thefe difficulties. Some Ikirmifhing and firing

there was, however, on every day's march, in which, as

ufual, they conflantly came off lofers.

It is true, that General Burgoyne might have adopted

another route to Hudfon's river, by which mofl of thefe par-

ticular difficulties would have been avoided. By returning

down the South river to Ticonderoga, he might again have
embarked the army on Lake George, and proceeded to the

fort which takes its name, and lies at its head, from whence
there is a waggon road to Fort Edward. To this it was ob-

jefted, and probably with reafon, that a retrogade motion in

the height of victory, would tend greatly to abate that pa-

nic with which the enemy were confounded and overwhelm-
ed ; that it would even cool the ardour, and check the ani-

mation of the troops, to call them off from the profecution

of their fuccefs, to a cold and fpiritlefs voyage ; and that

their expedition would undoubtedly be checked by the refin-

ance and delay which they mull; expe6t at Fort George ;

whereas when the garrifon perceived that the army was
marching in a dire6lion, which was likely to cut off their re-

treat, they would undoubtedly confult their fafety in time,

by abandoning the poft.

The enemy abandoned Fort Edward, and retired to Sara-

toga, at the approach of the royal army, which, from the

impediments we have feen in the march, was not until the

end of July. The enthufiafm of the army, as well as of

the General, upon their arrival on the Hudfon's river, which
had been fo long the obje6i: of their hopes and wifhes, may
be better conceived than defcribed. As the enemy, by pre-

vioufly abandoning Fort George, and burning their veffels

had left the lake entirely open, a great embarkation of pro-

vifions.
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vlfions, {lores, and neceflarles was already arrived at thatpoft

from Ticonderoga. The army was accordingly fully and im-
mediately employed, in tranfporting thefe articles, with ar-

tillery, batteaux, and fuch other matters as they judged ne-
ceflary for the profecution of their future meafures, from Fort
George to Hudfon's river.

CHAP. XV.

^he lofs of Ticonderoga f
and the €xpe£led progrefs of the Java-

ges, excite great terror in the Americans. New-England go-
vernments notwithfiandingi foe^tj no appearance ofJubmiffion.

Arnold fent ivitb reinforcements to the northern army. Ill

effeSis from the cruelties of the Indians. Movements made
down the North River ^ to Saratoga. Expedition to Bejining-

to?i. Ohflinnte defence of Fort Stanwix. Savage cruelties.

Siege ratfed. Arnold arrives. General Gates takes the

command of the American army. General Burgoyne paffes the

North River at Saratogay to attack the enemy at Still PVater.

Severe and heavy anions on the i()th Sept. and "fth of Odi*

Diflre[fedfttuation of the royal army. Retreat to Saratoga.

Surrounded on all fides. Council ofwar. Terms of the con-

vention. Expedition of Sir Henry Clinton and Gen Vaughan

up the North River. Obfervations on the Campaign,

^777* IVT^"^ H 1 N G could exceed the aftonidiment and terror,

K^.^'y^r-.^ 1^ which the lofs of Ticonderoga and its immediate con-

lequence?, fpread throughout the New England Provinces.

The General's manitefto, in which he difplayed the powers

and numbers of the favagea, added perhaps to the efFe<5t. It

was remarkable, however, that in the midrt of all thefe dif-

afters, and confequent terrors, no fort of difpofition to fub-

mit appeared in any quarter.

The
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The New England governments in particular, thoucrh

moft immediately menaced, did not fink under their appre-
henfion of the common danger. They, as well as the con-
grefs, aded with vigour and firmnefs in their efforts to repel
the enemy. Arnold, whom we have lately feen at the en-
gagement at Danbury, was immediately fent to the rein-
forcement of the northern army, who carried with him a
train of artillery which he received from Wafhington. On
his arrival he drew the American troops back from Saratoo-a
to Still Water, a central fituation between that place, and
the mouth of the Mohawk River, where it falls into Hud-
fon's. This movement, was to be nearer at hand to check
the progrefe of Colonel St. Leger, who was now advancing
upon the former of thefe rivers. His forces were daily in-
creafed through the outrages of the favages, who, notwith-
ftanding the regulations and endeavours of General Burgoyne,
were too prone to the exercife of their ufual cruelties, to be
effectually reftrained by any means. The friends of the roy-
al caufe, as weli as its enemies, were equally vidims to their
indifcriminate rage. Among other inftances of this nature,
the murder of Mifs Mc Crea, which happened fome fmall Mifs Mc
time after, ftruck every breaft with horror. Every circum- Crea in-
Aance of this horrid tranfadion ferved to render it more ca- humanly
lamitous and affl'ding. The young lady is reprefented to murder-
have been in all the innocence of youth, and bloom of beau- ed.

ty. Her father wa^ faid to be deeply interefted in the royal
caufe

; and to wind up the catadrophe of this odious tragedy,
Ihe was to have been married to a Britifh officer on the very
day that fhe was malTacred.

Occafion was thence taken to exafperate the people, and
to blacken the royal party and army. People were too apt
to jumble promifcuoufly, and to place in one point of view,
the cruelties of thefe barbarians, and the caufe in which they
were exerted. They equally execrated both. Whilrt they
abherred and detefled that army, which fubmiued to 'accept
of fuch an aid, they loudly condemned and reprobated that
government, which could call fuch auxiliaries into a civil con-
tell

; thereby endeavouring, as they faid, not to fubdue but
to exterminate, a people whom they affeded to ccnfider,
and pretended to reclaim as fubjeds. General Gates, in the
courle of thefe tranfadions, was not wanting by feveral pub*
hcations to aggravate and inflame the pidure of thefe excef-
ki

i and with nq fmall effed.

Bj-
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By this means, the advantages expe<Sted from the terror

excited by thefe favage auxiUaries were not only countera6l-

ed ; but this terror rather, it may be thought, produced a di-

re8:ly contrary effeft. The inhabitants of the open and fron-

tier countries had no choice of a£ting ; they had no means of

fecurity left, but by abandoning their habitations, and taking up
arms. Every man faw the neceflity of becoming a tempo-
rary foldier, not only for his own fecurity, but for the pro-

te8:ion and defence of thofe conne6tions which are dearer

than life itfelf. Thus an army was poured forth by the

woods, mountains, and marfhes, which in this part were
thickly fown with plantations and villages. The Americans

recalled their courage ; and when their regular army feemed

to be entirely wafted, the fpirit of the country produced a

much greater and more formidable force.

Difficul- In the mean time, the army under General' Burgoyne, in
tics un- ^l^g neighbourhood of Fort Edward, began to experience
derwfaichjj^^^g

difficulties, which increafed as it farther advanced, un-
^]'

til they at length became infurmountable. From the 30th

armvla- ^^ J^^y' ^^ ^^'^ ^'^^ ^^ Auguft, the army was continually

boured. employed, and every poffible meafure ufed, for the bringing

forward of batteaux, provifions and ammunition, from Fort

George to the firft navigable part of Hudfon's River, a dif-

tance of about i§ miles. The toil was exceffive in this fer-

vice, and the effe6t in no degree equivalent to the expence

of labour and time. The roads were in fome parts fteep,

and in others required great repairs. Of the horfes which

had been fupplied by contra6t in Canada, through the vari-

ous delays and accidents attending fo long and intricate a

combination of padage by land and carriage by water, not

mere than one third were yet arrived. The induftry of the

Gener-il had been able to colle£t no more than 50 teams of

oxen, in all the country through which he had marched, or

this in which he at prefent fojourned. Thefe refources were

totally inadequate to the purpofes of fupolying the army with

proviilons for its current confumption, and to the eftablifh-

ment at the fame time of fuch a magazine as would enable it

to profecute the further operations of the campaign. Ex-

ceeding heavy rains added to all thefe difficulties ; and the

impediments to the fervice were fo various and ftubborn,

that after the utmoft exertions for fifteen fucceflive days,

there was not above four days provifion in ftore, nor above

ten batteaux in the Hudfon's River.

In
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In theie embarrafling and diftrefnng circumftances, the 1777.
General received intelligence, that Colonel St. Leger had ^.--^vv^

arrived before, and was conducting his operations againft

Fort Stanwix. He inflantly and juiliy conceived, that a

rapid movement forward at this critical jun<5ture would be
of the utmoft importance. If the enemy proceeded up the

Mohawk, and that St. Leger fucceeded, he would be lia-

ble to get betv/een two iires •, or at any rate, General Bur-
goyne's army would get between him and Albany, fo that

he mud either ftand an a6lion, or by paffing the Hudfon's
river, endeavour to fecure a retreat higher up to the New-
England provinces. If, on the other hand, he abandoned
Fort Stanv/ix to its fate, and fell back to Albany, the Mo-
hawk country would of courfe be entirely laid open, the

junction with St. Leger eftablifned, and the combined ar-

my at liberty and leiiure to preicribe and chufe its future

line of opeiation.

The propriety of the movement was evident ; but the

difficulty lay, and great indeed it was, in finding means to

carry the defign into execution. To maintain fuch a com-
munication with Fort George during the whole tim.e of fo

extenfive a movement, as would afford a daily fupply of

provifion to an irmy, whilfl: its diflance was continually in-

creafmg, and its courfe liable to frequent variation, was ob-

vloufly impracticable. The army was too weak to afford a

chain of pofts for fuch an extent ; continual efcorts for e-

very feparate fupply would be a fl:ill greater drain •, and in

either cafe, the enemy had a body of militia within a night's

march, at White Creek, fmficient to break the line of

communication.

Some other fource of fupply was therefore to be fought,

or the defign to be dropped, and the profpeCl of advantage

which it prefented totally relinquifhed. The enemy re-

ceived large fupplies of live cattle from the New-England
provinces, which palling the upper part of the Conne<5licut

river, took the route to Manchefter, Arlington, and other

parts of the New Hampfhire grants, a traCt of land difpu-

ted between that province and New-York, until they were

at length depofited at Bennington, from whence they were

conveyed, as occafion required to the rebel army. Ben-

nington lies between the forks of the Kofick river, before

their obtaining that name, and without being touched by

either, and not 20 miles to the eaftward of Hudfon's, a place

fo obfcure, and fo incapable from fituation of being other-

U wife.
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^777* wife, that nothing but the prefent troubles could have called

V^VN^ it into notice. It was however at this time, befides being

a (lore for cattle, a depofit for large quantities of corn and

other nece/Taries *, and what rendered it an obje6l of parti-

cular attention to the royal army, a large number of wheel

carriages, of which they were in particular want, were

alfo laid up there. This place was guarded by a body of

militia, which underwent fuch frequent changes that its

number was neceffarily uncertain.

The General faw that the pofTeiTion of this depofit, would

at once remove all the impediments that reftrained the ope-

rations of the army, and enable him to proceed dire<ftly

in the profecution of his defign. He accordingly laid a

fcheme to furprize the place, and entrulled the execution

of it to the German Lieutenant-Colonel Beaum, who had

been already fele6ted, and was then preparing to conduct

an expedition tending to fimilar purpofes, towards the

borders of the Connefticut River.

The force allotted to this fervice amounted to about 500
men, confifling of about 200 of ReideleFs difmounted Ger-

man dragoons. Captain Frazer's markfmen, the Canada
volunteers, a party of provincials who were perfe(5^1y ac-

quainted with the country, and about a hundred Indians^

the corps carried with them two light pieces of artillery.

In order to facilitate this operation, and to be ready to

take advantage of its fuccefs, the army moved up the eaft

fhore of Hudfon's River, where it encamped nearly oppo-

fite to Saratoga, having at the fame time Lieutenant-Colo-

nel Breyman's corps, confifting of the Brunfwick grena-

diers, light infantry, and Chaffeurs, pofled at Bat-

ten Kill, in order if necelTary to fupport Beaum.
The latter in his march fell in with a party of the enemy

who were efcorting fome cattle and provifions, both of

which he took with little difficulty and fcnt back to the

camp. The fame fatal impediment which retarded all the

» operations of the army, viz. the want of horfes and car-

riages, concurred with the badnefs of the roads in render-

ing Beaum's advance fo tedious, that the enemy were well

informed of his defign, and had time to prepare for his re-

ception. Upon his approach to the place, having received

intelligence that the enemy were too flrong to be attacked

by his prefent force with any profpe^f of fuccefs, he took a

tolerable good poll near Santcoick Mills, on the nearer

branch of what becomes afterwards the Hofick river, which
is
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is there called Walloon Creek, and at about four miles dif^

tance from Bennington ; difpatching at the fame time an ex-'

prefs to the General with an account of his fituation.

Colonel Breyman was accordingly difpatched from Bat-

ten Kill to reinforce Beaum. That evil fortune now began

to appear, which for fome time continued to fweep every

thing before it. Breyman was fo overlayed by bad wea-

ther, io funk and embarraiTed in bad roads, and met with

fjch delays from the weaknefs and tiring of horfes, and the

difficulty of pafTmg the artillery carriages, through a coun-

try fcarcely prafticable at any time, and now rendered much
worfe by the continual rain, that he was from eight in the

morning of the 15th of Auguit, to four in the afternoorf of

the following day, notwithflanding every polTible exertion

of men and officers, in getting forward about twenty-four

miles.

A General Starke, who commanded the militia at Ben- -^"g- K^.

nington, determined not to wait for the junction of the

two parties, advanced in the morning, whilfl Breyman

was yet ftruggling with the difficulties of his march, to at-

tack Beaum in his poft, which he had entrenched, and ren-

dered as defenfible as time and its nature would permit.

The loyal provincials who were along with him, were fo

eager in their hopes to find what they wifiied to be real,

that when the enemy were furrounding his poll on all fides, Colonels

they for fome time perfuaded him, that they were bodies ofBeaum

armed friends who were coming to his affillance. Theco-and Brey-

ionel foon difcovered their error, and made a brave de-^^^i^ de-

fence. His fmall works being at length carried on. every^'^^'^^^*

fide, and his two pieces of cannon taken, mofi: of the In-

dians, with feveral of the Provincials, Canadians, and

Britilh markfmen, efcaped in the woods. The German
dragoons, ftill kept together, and when their ammunition

v/as expended, were bravely led by their Colonel to charge

with their fwords. They were foon overwhelmed, and

the farvivors, among whom was their wounded Colonel,

were made prifoners.

Breyman, who had the hard fortune not to receive the

fmallefi information of this engagement, arrived near the

fame ground about four in the afternoon, where inftead of

meeting his friends, he found his detachment attacked on

all fides by the enemy. Notwithflanding the fevere fatigue

they had undergone, his troops behaved v/ith great vigour

?.nd refolution, and drove the Americans in the beginning

U 2 from
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from two or three dilferent hills on which they had pofts.

They were however at length overpowered, and their am-

munition being unfortunately expended, although each fol-

dier had brought out forty rounds in his pouch, they were

obliged with great reluftance to abandon the two pieces of

artillery they had brought with them, and to retreat in the

beft manner they could j a circumftance to which the late-

nefs of the evening was very favourable.

The lofs of men fuftained by thefe two engagements could

not be lefs than five or fix hundred, of whom, however^

the greater part were prifoners. But this was not the only

or the greateft lofs. The reputation and courage which it

afforded to the militia, to find that they were able to defeat

regular forces •, that neither Engliihmen nor Germans were

invincible, nor invulnerable to their impreffion ; and the

hope and confidence excited by the artillery, and other tro-

phies of victory, were of much greater confequence. This

was the firft turn which fortune had taken in favour of the

Americans in the northern war, fince fome time before the

death of Montgomery -, misfortune had fucceeded misfor-

tune, and defeat had trod upon the heels of defeat, fince

that period. This was the firft inftance in the prefent cam-

paign, in which fhe feemed even wavering, much lefs that

ihe for a moment quitted the royal fiandard. The exul-

tation was accordingly great on the one fide ; nor could the

other avoid feeling fome damp to that eagernefs of hope, and

receiving fome check to that afiured confidence of fuccefs,

which an unmixed feries of fortunate events mufi: naturally

excite.

St. Leger's attempt upon Fort Stanwix, (now named by

the Americans Fort Schuyler) was foon after its commence-

ment favoured by a fuccefs fo fignal, as would in other ca-

fes, and a more fortunare feafon, have been decifive, as to

the fate of a fironger and much more important fortrefs.

General Harkimer, a leading man of that country, was
marching at the head of eight or nine hundred of the Tryon

county militia, with a convoy of provifions, to the relief

of the fort. St. Leger, well aware of the danger of being

attacked in his trenches, and of withfi:anding the whole

v;eight of the garrrifon in fome particular, and probably

v/eak point at the fame infiant, judicioufly detached Sir

John Johnfon, with fome regulars, the whole or part of his

own regiment, and the favages, to lie in ambufli in the

woods, and intercept the enemy upon their march.

It
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It fhould feem by the condu(ft of the militia and their lea-

der, that they were not only totally ignorant of all military

'

duties, but that they had even never heard by report of the

nature of an Indian war, or of that peculiar fervice in the

woods, to which from its nature and fituation their country

was at all times liable. Without examination of their

ground, without a reconnoitring, or flanking party, they

plunged blindly into the trap that was laid for their deftruc-

tion. Being thrown into fudden and inevitable diforder,A ug. i6.

by a near and heavy fire on almoil all fides, it was com-
pleted by the Indians, who inftantly purfuing their fire,

rulhed in upon their broken ranks, and made a mofl dread-

ful flaughter amongfl them with their fpears and hatchets.

Notwithflanding their want of condudi:, the militia fhewed
no want of courage in their deplorable iituation. In the

midfl of fuch extreme danger, and fo bloody an execution,

rendered ftill more terrible by the horrid appearance and
demeanour of the principal aflors, they recollected them-
felves fo far as to recover an advantageous ground, which
enabled them after to maintain a fort of running fight, by
which about one third of their number was prelerved.

The lofs was fuppofed to be on their fide about 400 kil-

led, and half that number priibners. It was thought of the

greater confequence, as almofi all thofe who were confider-

ed as the principal leaders and in{^:igators of rebellion in that

country were now deftroyed. The triumph and exultation

were accordingly great, and all oppofition from the militia

in that country, was fuppofed to be at an end. The cir-

cumftance of old neighbourhood and perfbnal knowledge
between many of the parties, in the prefent rage and ani-

mofity of faction, could by no means be favourable to the

extenfion of mercy ^ even fuppoiing that it might have been

otherwife pradlifed with prudence and fafety, at a time

when the pov/er of the Indians was rather prevalent, and

that their rage was implacable. For according to their

computation and ideas of lofs, the favages had purchafed

this viftory exceeding dearly, 33 of their number having

been llain, and 29 wounded, among whom were feveral

of their principal leaders, and of their moft diffcinguifhed

and favourite warriors. The lofs accordingly rendered

them fo difcontented, intra6labie, and ferocious, that the

fervice ^vas greatly affecfted by their ill difpofition. The
unhappy priibners were however its iirft objects; mofl of

whom they inhumanly butchered in cold blood. The
U :; New-
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1777. New-YorkerS;, rangers, and other troops, were not with-
^<^^^^"^ outiofslnthisa6lion.

•On the day, and probably during the thne of this en-
gagement, the garrifon, having received inteUigence of the
approach of their friends, endeavoured to make a diverfion
in their favour, by a vigorous and weil-condu6led fally,
under the direaion of Colonel Willet, their fecond in com-
mand. Willet conducted his bufniefs with ability and fpi-
rit. He did confiderable mifchief in the camp, brought off
foine trophies, no inconfiderable fpoil, fome of which con-
Med in articles that were greatly wanted, a few prifoners,
and returned v/ith little or no lofs. He afterwards under-
took, in company with another officer, a much more pe-
rilous expedition. They pafTed by night through the be-
fiegers works, and in contempt of the danger and cruelty
of the favages, made their way for 50 miles through path-
lefs woods and unexplored morafTes, in order to raife the
country, and bring relief to the fort. Such an aftion de-
mands the praife even of an enemy.

Colonel St. Leger left no means untried to profit of his
viftory by intimidating the garrifon. He fent verbal and
written melTages, bating their hopelefs fituation, the utter
deftruc1:ion of their friends, the impoffibility of their ob-
taining relief, as General Burgoyne, after defliroying every
thing in his way, was now at Albany receiving the fubmif-
fion of all the adjoining countries, and by prodigioufly mag-
nifying his own force. He reprefented, that in tliis ftate
of things, if, through an incorrigible obffinacy, they fhould
continue a hopelefs and fruitlefs defence, they would, ac-
cording to the praftice of the moft civilized nations, be cut
off from all conditions, and every hope of mercy. But he
particularly dwelt upon the pains he had taken in foftening
the rage of the Indians for their late lofs, and obtaining
from them fecurity, that in cafe of an immediate furrender
of the fort, every man of the garrifon Ihould be fpared:
whilft on the other hand they declared with the utmofl: bit-
ter execrations, that if they met with any further refinance,
they would not only maflacre the garrilbn, but that every
man, v/oman and child in the Mohawk country would ne^
cefTarily, and however againfl his will, fall facrifices to the
fury of the favages. This point he faid he prefTed entirely
on the fcore of humanity; he promifed on his part,»in cafe
of an immediate furrender, every attention which a humane
and generous enemy could give,

The
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The Governor, Colonel Ganfevort, behaved" with great 1777.
firmnefs. He replied, that he had been entrufied with the K^r^rsj

chaj-ge of that gaarilbn by the United States of America ^ .•.-•
,•

that he would defend the truft committed to his care at. .'•-;
.

^very hazard, and to the utmofl: extremity; and that he- .''•••

neither thought himfelf accountable for, nor fhould he at •',;'''-:'

all concern himfelf about any confequences that attended

the difcharge of his duty. It was flirewdly remarked in

the fort, that half the pains would not have been taken, to

difplay tlie force immediately Vvdthout, or the fuccefs at a

diftance, if they bore any proportion at all to the magni-
tude in which they were reprelented.

The Eritifh commander v/as much difappointed in the

ftate of the fort. It was ftronger, in better condition, and
much better defended than he expedfed. After great la-

bour in his approac^ies, he found his artillery deficient,

being infufficient in weight to make any confiderable im-

prefTion. The only remedy was to bring his approaches fa

near that they muft take effedl, which he fet about witk-

the greatelt diligence. In the mean time, the Indians con-

tinued fullen and intraftable. Their late lofles might have

been cured by certain advantages ; but the misfortune was,

they had yet got no plunder, and their profpeft of getting

any feemed to grow every day fainter. It is the peculiar

charaiSleriftic of that people, to exhibit in certain inflances

•degrees of courage and perfeverance which fhock reafon.

and credibility, and to betray in others the greatefl irrefo-

lution and timidity j with a total want of that conftancy

which might enable them for any length of time to flruggle

with difficulty.

Whilft the commander was carrying on his operations -, .

with the utmofl: induftry, the Indians received a flying re-y ' V
port that Arnold was coming with a thoufand men to re-|-

^^ ^^
lieve the fort. The commander endeavoured to hearten

^.^j-j.^^^

them, by promifmg to lead them himfelf, to bring all his fj-om Fort
befi troops into a<5fion, and by carrying their leaders out tos^anwix.

mark a field of battle, and the flattery of confulting them

upon the intended plan of operation. V/hilfl: he was thus

endeavouring to foothe their temper, and to revive their •

flagging fpirits, other fcouts arrived with intelligence, pro-

bably contrived in part by themfelves, which firfl doubled,

and afterwards trebled the number of the enemy, with the

comfortable addition, that Burgoyne's army was entirely

4:ut to pieces. The Colonel returned to camp, and called

\J A - a coun-
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a council of their chiefs, hoping that by the influence which
Sir John Johnfon, and the fuperintendants Claus and Butler

had over them, they might ftiil be induced to make a ftand.

He was dilappointed. A part of the Indians decamped
whilft the council was fitting, and the remainder threatened

peremptorily to abandon him if he did not immediately

retreat.

Aug. 22. The retreat was of courfe precipitate ; or it was rather,

in plain terms, a flight, attended with difagreeable circum-

flances. The tents, with moft of the artillery and ftores,

fell into the hands of the garrifon. It appears by the Co-
loneFs own account, that he was as apprehenfive of danger

from the fury of his favage allies, as he could be from the re-

fentment of his declared American enemies. It alfo ap-

pears from the fame authority, that the Meflafages, a na-

tion of favages to the well, plundered feveral of the boats

belonging to the army. By the American accounts, which
arc in part conflrmed by others, it is faid that they robbed

the officers of their baggage, and of every other article to

which they took any liking; and the army in general of

their proviflons. They alfo fay, that at a few miles dil-

tance from the camp, they fiirfl: ftripped of their arms, and
afterwards murdered with their own bayonets, all thofe

Britifli, German, and American foldiers, who from an in-

ability to keep up, fear, or any other caufe, were feparated

from the main body.

The fl:ate of the fa6t with refpe6t to the intended relief

of the fort is, that Arnold had advanced by the way of

Half Moon up the Mohawk River with 2000 men for that

purpofe ; and that for the greater expedition, he had quit-

ted the main body, and arrived by forced marches through

the woods, with a detachment of 900 at the fort, on the

» 24th in the evening, two days after the fiege had been

railed. So that upon the whole, the intraftablenefs of the

Indians, with their watchful apprehenfion of danger, pro-

bably faved them from a chaftifement, which would not

have been tenderly adminiftered.

Nothing could have been more untoward in the prefent

• fituation of affairs, than the unfortunate ifl^ue of this expe-

dition. The Americans reprefented this and the affair at

Bennington as great and glorious viftcries. Nothing could

exceed their exultation and confidence. Ganfevort and

Willet, with General Starke and Colonel Warner, who
had commanded gt Bennington, were ranked amongfl: thofe

whq
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who were confidered as the faviours of their country. The
northern militia began now to look high, and to forget all

diftindlions between themfelves and regular troops. As
this confidence, opinion and pride increaled, the apprehen-

lion of General Burgoyne's army of courfe declined, until

it foon became to be talked of with indifference and con-

tempt, and even its fortune to be publicly prognofticated.

In the mean time. General Gates, on whofe condu6l and^^"^^^
ability it appears the Americans had placed much reliance, ^^^^^

arrived to take the command of the army ; an event which ^ ^ j

gave a new fpur to their exertion, and afforded an ^dditi-^^^i

onal fupport to their hopes. The arrival of Gates tnabltd ^^^^^^^^
Arnold, who jftill held the next place in every thing to the army,
commander in chief, and between whom it appears the moft

perfe6t harmony prevailed, to fet out on that expedition to

Fort Stanwix, which has been juft related.

During this time. General Burgoyne continued in his

camp on the eaftern fhore of the Hudfon's River, nearly

oppofite to vSaratoga, where he ufed the moft unremitting

induftry and perfeverance, in bringing ftores and provifions

forward from Fort George. As a fwell of the water oc-

cafioned by great rains had carried away his bridge of rafts,

he threw another of boats, over the river at the fame place.

Having at length by good management obtained and brought
forward about thirty days provifion, with other neceflary

ffores, he took a refolution of paffing the Hudfon*s River Gen. Bur-

with the army, which he accordingly carried into execution goyne en-

towards the middle of September, and encamped on the camps at

heights and in the plain of Saratoga, the enemy being then^^^^^^g**

in the neighbourhood of Still Water.
Though this meafure of pafling the Hudfon's River, has

not only been a fubjeft of much difcuffion at hom.e, but al-

fo of parliamentary enquiry ; yet as it ftill lies open, with-

out any decifion on its merits, and that the General's in-

ftructions are not publicly known, nor perhaps all his mo-
tives thoroughly underflood, we fhall not prefume to form
any opinion upon the queftion. It will be fufficient to ob-

ferve, that in his letter to the American Minifter he fays,

That he thinks it a duty of juftice to take upon himfelf the

meafure of having pafTed the Hudfon's River, in order to

force a pafFage to Albany. And that he did not think him-
felf authorized to call any men into council, when the per-

emptory tenor of his orders, and the feafon of the year,

admitted of no alternative. He alfo gives, in a fubfequent

part
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1777. part of the fame letter, the following ftate of his reafoning,

^^•vx-' at a time when the army was in very critica] and hazardous

circumftances. *' The expedition I commanded was evi-

** dently meant at firil to be hazarded, Circumftances
'* might require it flioiikl be devoted \ a critical jun6lion of
" Mr. Gates's force with Mr. Wafliington might poffibly

*' decide the fate of the war; the failure of my jundtion
" with Sir Harry Clinton, or the lofs of my retreat to Ca-
*' nada, could only be a partial misfortune." Whether
his retreat was at this period quite pra<5licable, even if his

orders had not been to advance at all hazards, is uncertain.

Such it feems were the principles of the General's condu6t

in fome of the fucceeding events. As the arrny advanced

along the river towards the enemy, they found the coun-

try very imprafticable, being covered with thick woods.
Sept 19. and a continual repair of bridges neceflary. Being at length,

arrived in the front of the enemy, fome woods only of no
great extent intervening, the General put himfelf at the

head of the Britifti line which compofed the right wing.

That wing was covered by General Frazer and Colonel

Breyman, with the grenadiers and light infantry of the ar-

my, who kept along fome high grounds which commanded
its right flank, being themfelves covered by the Indians,

provincials, and Canadians, in the front and flanks. The
left wing and artillery, under the Majors General Phillips

and Reidefel, kept along the great road and meadows by
the river fide.

The enemy, being incapable from the nature of the coun*-

try, of perceiving the different combinations of the march,

iflued from their camp in great force, with a defign of turn-

ing the right wing, and taking the Britilli line on the flank.

Being unexpeftedly checked in this di<^'i\gx\^ by the ftrong

pofition of General Frazer, they immediately counter-

marched, and the fame particularity of country which had
occafioned their miftake, now operating as efle6tually to

prevent the difcovery, and confequently the taking any ad-

. vantage of their fubiequent movement, they direcfted their

principal eflPort to the left of the fame wing.

The Britifli troops were not a little furprize<l, at the bold-

nefs with which they began the attack, and the vigour and
obftinacy with which it was fuftained, from three o'clock

in the afternoon, till after funfet. Arnold led on the ene-

my, and fought danger with an eagernefs and intrepidity,

which though much in his character, was at no time more
eminently
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eminently diflinguiOied. The enemy were, however, conti-

nually lupplied with frefh troops, whilft the weight of the

acSlion lay principally for a long time upon the 2cth, the

2 1 ft and 62d regimtjnts. It \vill be needlefs to fay, that

they behaved with their ufual firmnefs and gallantry,

though it may^-Rot be totally fuperfluous to obferve, that

the greater part of thefe three regiments, were engaged for

near four hours with out intermiflion.

Mofl of the other corps of the army, bore alfo a good
{hare in the bufmefs of the day. The 24th regiment which
belonged to Frazer*s brigade, with the grenadiers and a

part of the light infantry, were for fome time brought into

a6fion, and charged with their ufual fpirit and bravery.

Breyman's riflemen, and fome other parts of his corps, alfo

did good fervice j but thefe troops only a6ted partially

and occafionally, as the heights on which they had origi-

nally polled, were of too great importance to be totally eva-

cuated.

Major General PhiUips upon firfl hearing the firing, made
his way with Major Williams and a party of the artillery

through a very difficult part of the wood, and from that

time rendered mofl effential fervice. It feems as if in one

inflance his prefence of mind had nearly faved the army,

when, in the moft critical point of time, he reftored the ac-

tion by leading up the 20th regiment, the enemy having

then obtained a great fuperiority of fire. Though every

part of the artillery, performed, almoft wonders, the brave

Captain Johnes (who was unfortunately, though gloriouily,

killed) with his brigade, were particularly diflinguifhed.

Major-General Reidefel alfo exerted himfelf to bring up a

part of the left wing, and arrived in time to charge the

enemy with bravery and elFe<5l. Jufl as the light clofed,

the enemp retired ; and left the royal army mafters of the

field of battle. The darknefs equally prevented purfuit and

prifoners.

Upon the whole, the royal army gained nothing but ho-

nour by this arduous flruggle and hard fought battle. They
had now grappled with fuch an enemy as they had never

before encountered in America ; and fuch as they were too

apt to imagine it could not produce. The flattering ideas

that the Am.ericans could fight under the covert of walls,

hedges, or entrenchments, and were incapable of fuflain-

ing a fair and open coni^i6t in the field, were now at an

fnd. This opinion had alfo been in fom-e meafure fhaken

in
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I'j'j']^ in the fonth. Here they met with a foe who feemed as

v^/''V\^ eager for action, as carelefs of danger, and as indifferent

with refpe^ to ground or cover as themfelves ; and after a

hard and clofe conteft for four hours, hand to hand, when
darknefs put an end to the engagement, the royal forces

but barely kept the field, and the Americans only returned

to their camp.

We lofl: many brave men in this a6fion, and it was not

much matter of comfort that the Americans had loft: a great

number. The army lay all night on their arms in the

field of battle, and in the morning took pofition nearly

within cannon fhot of the enemy's camp, fortifying their

right wing, and extending their left fo as to cover thofe

meadows through which the river runs, and where their

batteaux and Hofpitals were placed. The 47th regiment,

with that of Hefle Hanau, and a corps of provincials, were
encamped in the meadows as an additional fecurity. The
enemy's right was incapable of approach, and their leftwas

too ft:rongly fortified to be infulted.

The zeal and alacrity of the Indians began from that

time to flacken. Though the General complains in his

difpatches of the ill eiFe6l of their defertion, he does not

fpecify the particular time of their abandoning the army.

This clofe and dangerous fervice was by no means fuited to

their difpofition, and the profpedls of plunder were princi-

ples for which they had no terms, and of which they

could frame no ideas. Some letters had palTed between

Gates and General Burgoyne, in which bitter reproaches

relative to the barbarities committed by the favages were

thrown out by the one, and thofe charges were in general

denied, and in part palliated by the other. The favages

likewife received fome check on account of the murder of

Mifs M'Crea. Upon fome or all of thefe accounts they

deferted the army in the feafon of its danger and dift:refs,

when their aid would have been mofi: particularly ufeful

;

and afford a fecond inftance within a fhort time of the little

reliance that fnould be placed on fuch auxiliaries.

A great defertion alio prevailed amongft the Canadians

and Britifh provincials, nor does it feem as if the fidelity

or fervices of thofe who remained were much depended on

or efleemed. General Burgoyne had from the beginning,

nor did it entirely forfake him to this time, a firm hope of

being powerfully fiiccoured if wanted, or. at any rate of

being met and joined at Albany, by a ftrong force from the

army
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army at New-York. He now received with great difficul-

ty a letter in cypher from Sir Harry Clinton, informing him
of his intention to make a diverfion on the North River,

by attacking Fort Montgomery, and fome other fortrefles

which the rebels had ere^fed in the highlands, in order to

guard the paffage up that river to Albany. Though this

diverfion fell far ihort of the aid which the General expell-

ed, he however hoped that it might afford eflential fervice

by obliging Gates to divide his army. He accordingly re-

turned the mefTenger, and afterwards difpatched two officers

in dilguile, and other confidential perfons, ail feparately and
by different routes, to acquaint Clinton with his exadf ffate,

fituation and condition ; to prefs him urgently to the pro-

fecution of his defign •, and to inform him that he was ena-

bled in point of provifion, and fixed in his determination,

to hold his prefent pofition, in the hopes of favourable e-

vents, until the 1 2th of the following month.

In the mean time every means were ufed for fortifying

the camp, and flrong redoubts were ere6led for the protec-

tion of the magazines and hofpitals, not only to guard
againfl any fudden attack, but for their fecurity in any fu-

ture movement which the army might make in order to turn

the enemy's flank. The fl:ri6leff watch on the motions of

the enemy, and attention on every quarter to their own fe-

curity, became every day more indifpenfable, as Gates's ar-

my was continually increafmg in force by the acceffion of

freffi bodies of the militia.

The fpirit of exertion and enterprize which was now raif-

ed in the New-England provinces, was become too general,

and too much animated by fuccefs to be eafily withftood at

once in all the different parts of its direftion. Whilft Ge-
neral Burgoyne was fully engaged with Gates and Arnold,

and found himfelf immediately involved in circumflances

fufficiently perplexing, ail his difficulties were increafed, and

his fituation was rendered much more critical and precari-

ous, by an unexpe6led enterprize of the militia from the

upper partof New Hampfliire and the head of the Connec-
ticut, totally to cut off all means of communication with

Canada, by recovering the forts of Ticonderoga and Mount
Independence, and becoming again malfers at leaft of Lake
George.

The expedition was under the direcftion of General

Lincoln, and the immediate execution was committed to the

Colonels Brown, Johnflon, and Woodbury, with detach-

ments
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i777» mentsof about 500 men each. They concluded their ope-
^—~^—^

rations with fuch fecrecy and addrefs, that they efFefluaily
Jsept. ly.furprized all the out pojfts betv/een the landing place at the

north end of Lake George, and the body of the fortrefs

of Ticondcroga, Mount Defiance, Mount Hope, the

French lines, and a block-houfe, with 200 batteaux,

an ai'med (loop, and feveral gun-boats, were almoft inftant-

ly taken. Four companies of foot, with nearly an equal

number of Canadians, and many of the officers and crews
of the veilels, were made prifoners *, whilfl they afforded

freedom to a number of their own people, who were con-
fined in fome of the works they had taken. In this heat

of fuccefs, they brought the cannon out of the armed veffel

they had taken, and after repeated fummons to Brigadier

Powel who commanded, and whogallantly rejected all their

propofals, they for four days made reiterated attacks upon
the works at Ticonderoga and Mount Independence ; until

finding that they were repulfed in every affault, and totally

unequal to the fervice, they at length abandoned the de-

fjgn.

In the beginning of OiSlober General Burgoyne thought
it expedient, from the uncertainty of his fituation, to lefFen

the foldiers ration of provifion ; a meafure which however
difagreeable to an army, was now fubmitted to with a

chearfulnefs which merited the highefl regards, and did the

higheft honour to the troops. Things continued in this

flate till the 7th of Oftober, when there being no appear-

ance or intelligence of the expedled co-operation, and the

time limited for the ftay of the army in its prefent camp
within four or five days of being expired, it was judged
advifable to make a movement to the enemy's left, not only

to difcover whether there were any pofTible means of forcing

a paffage, fhould it be neceffary to advance, or of diflodg-

ing them for the convenience of retreat, but alfo to cover a

forage of the army, which was exceedingly diflreffed by
the prefent fcarcity.

A detachment of 1500 regular troops, with 2 twelve-

pounders, 2 howitzers, and 6 fix-pounders, were ordered

to move, being commanded by the General in perfon, who
Vv'as feconded by thofe excellent officers the Majors General

Phillips and Reidefel, with Brigadier General Frazer. No
equal number of men were ever better commanded, and it

would have been difficult indeed, to have matched the men
with an equal number. The guard of the camp upon the

high
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high grounds, was committed to the Brigadiers General
Hamilton and Speigh ; that of the redoubts and the plain

•near the River, to Brigadier Goll. The force of the enemy
immediately in the front of the line, v/as fo much fuperior,

that it was not thought lit to augment the detachment be-

yond the number we have ftated.

The troops were formed within three quarters of a mile

of the enemy's left, and the irregulars were puflied on
through bye ways to appear as a check on their rear. But
the further intended operations of the detachment were pre-

ventedj by a very fudden and mofl rapid attack of the ene-

my upon the Britifh grenadiers, who were polled to fup-

port the left wing of the Hne. Major Ackland, at the

head of the grenadiers, fuftained this fierce attack with
great refolution ; but the numbers of the enemy enabling

them, in a few minutes, to extend the attack along the

whole front of the Germans, who were polled immediately

on the right of the grenadiers, it became imprafticable to

move any part of that body, for the purpofe of forming a

fecond line to fupport the flank, where the great weight of
the fire flill fell.

The right were flill unengaged ; but it was foon perceiv-

•ed that the enemy were marching a flrong body round their

flank, in order to cut oiF their retreat. Tooppofe this bold
and dangerous attempt, the light infantry, with a part of
the 2^th. regiment, which were joined with them at that

pofl:, were thrown into a fecond line, in order to cover the

retreat ofthe troops into camp.

"WhiHl this motion was yet in its procefs, the enemy
pulhed a frefli and fl:rong reinforcement to decide the a6fion

on the left, which being totally overpowered by fo great a

fuperiority, was compelled by dint of force to give way ;

upon which the light infantry and 24th regiment were obli-

ged by a very quick movement, to endeavour to fave that

wing from being totally ruined. It was in this m.ovement General

that the brave brigadier General Frazer was mortally Ffazer

wounded. An officer whofe lofs would have been feverely ^^^i^^^^-

felt, and his place with difficulty fupplied in a corps of the

mofl accompliflied officers.

The fituation of the detachment was now exceedingly

critical -, but the danger to which the lines were expofed

was flill more alarming and ferious. Phillips and Reidefel

were ordered to cover the retreat, and thofe troops which
were nearefl, or mofl difengaged, returned as fafl: as they

could
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could for their defence. The troops in general retreated

in good order, though very hard preiTed. They were

obliged to abandon fix pieces of cannon ; the horfes not on-

ly being deflroyed, but moll of the brave artillery men,

who had as ufual, under the conduct of Major Williams,

difplayed the utmoft fkill and ability in their profelTion, a-

long with the moH: undaunted refolution, being either killed,

or dangerouily wounded.

The enemy purfued this fuccefs v/itH great eagernefs.

The troops had fcarce entered the camp, when the Ameri-

cans flormed it with uncommon fiercenefs j, rufhing to the

lines through a fevere fire of grape fhot and fmall arms,

with the utmofl fury. Arnold led on the attack with his

ufual impetuofity, againfl a part of the entrenchments into

which the light infantry under Lord Balcarras, with a part

of the line, had thrown themfelves by order. He there

met with a brave and obftinate refinance. The a6i:ion con-

tinued very warm for fome time, each fide feeming to vie

with the other in ardour and perfeverance. In this critical

moment of glory and danger, Arnold wa sgrievoufly v/ound-

cd, jull as he was forcing his way into, or had already

entered the works. This could not fail to damp his party,

who after long and repeated efforts were finally re-

pulfed. '
,

Affairs were not fo fortunate in another quarter. Colo-

nel Breyman, who commanded the German referve, be-
^oionei

.^g killed, the entrenchments defended by that corps were
reyma

^^iXxv^^L fword in hand, and they were totally routed with

and the ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ t)aggage, tents and artillery. This misfor-

royal ar- ^^^^ ^^^ ^°^ retrieved, although orders for the recovery of

my defeat, the pofl were dilpatched by the General ; and his relation

ed. feems to imply fome blame to thofe who failed in the execu-

tion. By this means the enemy gained a dangerous opening

on our right and rear. The night only put an end to the

engagement.

It would feem that nothing could now exceed the dif^

treffes and calamity of the army. They bore it v/ith that

excellency of temper, and refolution, which are natural to,

and were v/orthy of Britifh foldiers. It was evidently im-

pofTible to continue in their prefent fituation, without fub-

mitting to a certainty of deffrudtion on the enfuing day.

A total change of pofition was accordingly undertaken, and

as it feems to have been conceived with great judgment,

was carried into execution during the night with a degree

of

Colonel
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of coolnefs, iilence, order and intrepidity, which has fel-

dom been equalled, and v/ill certainly be never exceeded.

It was not the movement of a wing or a part, it was a ge-

neral remove of the whole army,, of the camp and artillery,

from its late ground, to the heights above the hofpital ; thus

by an entii-e change of front, to reduce the enemy to the

necelTity of forming an entire new dbpofition. All this

was accoraplifhed in the darknefs, and under the doubt
and apprehenfion of fuch a night, ib fatally ufhered in,

and accompanied throughout with drcumftances of fuch

uncommon peril, as were fufhcient to difturb the beft form-
ed mind, and to fhake the firmeft refolution without lofs,

and what was ftill more, without diforder.

Many brave men fell on this unfortunate day. The offi-

cers fuifered exceedingly. Several who had been grievouf-

ly wounded in the late aftion, and who difdained an ab-

lence from any danger in which their fellov/s were involv-

ed, were again wounded in this. Among thofe of greater

note, or who were diftinguilhed by higher rank, who fell,

befides general Frazer, and Colonel Breyman, v,^hom we
have mentioned. Sir James Clarke, Aid de Camp to Gene-
ral Burgoyne, was mortally wounded and taken prifoner.

Major Williams of the artillery, and Major Ackland of the

grenadiers, were alfo taken, the latter being wounded.

Upon the whole, the lifts of killed and wounded, though

avowedly imperfe^, and not including the Germans, were

long and melancholy.

On the next day, the army being fenfible that nothing 0(ff. 8th.

iefs than a fuccefsful and decifive adion could extricate

them from their prefent difficulties, continued without eifeft,

during its courfe, to offer battle repeatedly in their new po-

fition, to the enemy. They were preparing with great

coolnefs, the carrying of meafures into execution, which

were iefs dangerous, though not Iefs effeftual, than the at-

tack of a brave and defperate enemy, in ftrong and fortified

ground, a continued fucceffion of {kirmiihes were, howe-

ver, carried on, and thefe did not pafs without lofs on both

lides.

In the mean time, the Britiffi General difcovered, that Retreat of

the enemy had pufhed a ftrong body forward to turn his the Eng-

right, which if effefted, he would have been completely lifh army

enclofed on every fide. Nothing was left to prevent this to Sarato-

fatal confequence, but an immediate retreat to Saratoga, ga-

The army accordingly began to move at nine o'clock at

X night

;
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'night *, and tho* the movement was within mufket fhot of
the enemy, and the army encumbered in its retreat with all its

baggage, it was made without lofs. A heavy rain which

fell that night, and continued the enfuing day, though it

impeded the progrefs of the army, and increafed the diffi-

culties of the march, ferved at the fame time to retard, and

in a great meafure to prevent the purfuit of the enemy. In

this unhappy neceffity, the hofpital with the fick and

wounded, was of courfe, and muft have been inevitably

abandoned. In this inilance, as well as in every other

which occurred in the courfe of thefe tranfa6lions. General

Gates behaved with an attention and humanity, to ail

thofe whom the fortune of war had thrown into his hands,

which does honour to his charadler.

On the fide of the Americans, the lofs in killed and

wounded was great j and is fuppofed exceeded that of the

Britifli. They, however, loft no officer of note ; but the

generals Lincoln, and Arnold were both dangeroully

wounded.
From the impediments in the march which we have men^

tioned the army did notcrofs the fords ofthe FilhKill Creek,

which lies a httle to the northward of Saratoga, until the

I oth in the morning. They found a body of the enemy
already arrived, and throwing up entrenchments on the

heights before them, who retired at their approach over a

ford of the Hudfon^s river, and there joined a greater

force, which was Rationed to prevent the paffage of the

army. No hopes now remained but that of effefting a

retreat, at leail as far as fort George, on the way to Ca-

nada. For this purpofe, a detachment of artificers under a

flfong efcort, was fent forward to repair the bridges, and

open the road to Fort Edward. But they were not long

departed from the camp, when the fudden appearance of

the enemy in great force, on the oppoiite heights^ with

their apparent preparation to pafs the Filh Kill, and bring

on an immediate engagement, rendered it necefiary to recal

the 47th regiment, and Frazer's markfmen, who with

Mackay's provincials compofed the efcort. The workmen
had only commenced the repair of the firfl bridge, when
they were abandoned by their provincial guard, who ran

away and left them to Ihift for themfelves, only upon a

very flight attack of an inconfiderable part of the enemy.

All the force of difcipline, and all the itubbornnefs derived

from
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from its moll confirmed habits were now necefiary to fup-

port even the appearance of refolutiori.

The farther fhore of the Hudfon's river^ was now lined

with detachments of the enemy, and the batteaux loaden

with provifions and necefliiries, \yhich had attended the

motions of the army up the river, fmce its departure from
the neighbourhood of Still Water, were expofed, not-

withflanding any proLe6fion which could poiTibly be afford-

ed, to the continual fire and attacks of thefe detachments-

Many boats were taken, fome retaken, and a number of

men lofl in the lYirmiihes, upon thefe occafions. At
length it was found the provifions could only be preferved

by landing and bringing them up the hill to the camp ; a la-

bour which was accompliihed under a heavy fire with diffi-

culty and lofs.

In thefe deplorable circumilances councils of v/ar were

held, to confider of the poilibility of a further retreat.

The only meafure that carried even the appearance of prac-

ticability, hard, difficult, and dangerous as it was, was by

a nigh march to gain Fort Edward, the troops carrying

their provifions upon their backs. The impoflibility of re-

pairing the roads and bridges, and of conveying in their

prefent fituation the artillery and carriages, were too evident

to admit of a queflion. It waspropofed to force the fords

at or near Fort Edward. ^
Whilft preparations were making for carrying this for-

lorn and defperate refolve into execution, intelligence v/as

received, that the enemy had already with great forelight,

provided for every pofTible meafure that could be adopted

for an efcape, and that this final refort was accordingly cut

off. Befides being flrongly entrenched oppofite to the fords

which it was intended to pafs, they had a camp in force,

and provided with artillery, on the high and flrong grounds,

between Fort Edward and Fort George *, whilfl their par-

ty were every where fpread along the oppofite fhore of the

river, to watch or intercept the motions of the army, and

on their own, the enemy's pofts were fo clofe, that they

could fcarcely make the fmallefl movem.ent without difco-

very.

Nothing could be more deplorably calamitous, than the

flate and lituation of the army. Worn down by a feries of

hard toil, inceiTant effort, and flubborn aftion •, abandon-

ed in their utmoft neceffity and diflrefs by the Indians

;

weakened bv the defertion, or difappointed and difcouragcd

X 2 by
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1777. by the timidity and inefficacy of the Canadians and Provin-

^•'V"^^' cials 5 and the regular troops reduced by repeated and hea-

vy lofles, of many of their befl: men and moJ[l diftinguifhed

officers, to the number of only 3,500 eife61ive fighting

men, of whom not quite 2,000 v/ere Britifh. In thefe cir-

cumftances, and in this ftate of weaknefs, without a pofli-

bility of retreat, and their provifion juft exhaufled, they

were invefted by an army of four times their own number,

whofe pofition extended three parts in four of a circle round

them i who refufed to fight from a knowledge of their con-

dition ; and who from the nature of the ground could not

be attacked in any part.

In this helplefs condition, obliged to lie conflantly on
their arms, whilft a continued cannonade pervaded all the

camp, and even rifle and grape fhot fell in every part of the

lines, the Britifh troops retained their conllancy, temper,,

and fortitude, in a wonderful and almofl unparalleled manner.

As true courage fubmits with great difficulty to defpair,

they flill flattered themfelves with the hope of fuccour from
their friends on the New-York fide, or, perhaps with not

lefs fervent wiflies, of an attack from the enemy; thereby

to quit all fcores at once, and either to have an opportunity

of dying gallantly, or extricating themfelves with honour.

The enemy's force was continually increafed by the pouring

in of the militia from all parts, w^o were all eager to par-

take of the glory, the fpoil, or the pleafure of beholding

the degradation of thofe whom they had fb long dreaded,^

and whom they unhappily confidered as their moft impla-

cable enemies.

At length, no fuccour appearing, and no rational ground
of hope of any kind remaining, an exacl account of the

provifions was taken on the evening of the 13th ofOdliober,,

when it was found that the whole ftock in hand, would
afford no more than three days bare fubfiflence for the ar-

my. A council was immediately called ; and the General
thinking it right and jufl, in a matter fo momentous to in-

dividuals, as well as the whole, to obtain a general opinion

and fuffrage of the army, fo far as it could with propriety

be colle«5led, invited, befides the Generals and field offi-

cers, all the Captains commanding corps or diviiions, to

afnfl at the council. The refult was, an unanimous deter-

mination to open a treaty and enter into a convention with

General Gates.

Gate^
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Gates {hewed no marks of arrogance, nor betrayed any 1777.
iigns of being carried away by the prefent extraordinary V>^v^^

torrent of fuccefs. The terms were moderate, confidering

the ruined ilate and irretrievable circumftances of the army 5

and that it was aheady in effeft at the enemy's merc}^, be-

ing equally incapable of fubfifting where it was, and of
making its way to a better fituation. The principal difficul-

ty related to a point of military honour, in which the Bri-

tilh Generals and troops were peremptory, and Gates far »

from being rigid.

The principal articles of the convention, exclufive of Cdl. 1 7.

thofe which related to the provifion and accommodation of

the army, in its way to Bofton, and during its flay at that

place, were, that the army ihould march out of the camp
with all the honours of war, and its camp artillery, to a

fixed place where they were to depofit their arms : To bcp
allowed a free embarkation and paffage to Europe from

f u
^'

Boflon, upon condition of their net ferving again in Ame-j.^
j ^^

rica, during the prefent war j the army not to be feparated,
^vitj^ q^J

particularly the men from the officers ; roll-calling, and Gates,
other duties of regularity to be admitted ; the officers to be
admitted on parole, and to wear their fide arms j all private

property to be facred, and the public delivered upon ho-

nour-, no baggage to be fearched or m.olefled; all perfons

of v/hatfoever country, appertaining to, or following the

^amp, to be fully comprehended in the terms of capitulati-

on J and the Canadians to be returned to their own coun-

try, liable to its conditions.

General Gates fulfilled ail the conditions, fo far as he
was, or could be concerned in them, with the utmoft

punftuality and honour. His humanity and politenefs, in

«very part of this bulinefs, have 'been much celebrated ;

without a ilngle detraction, fo far as we have heard, from
,

the moil favourable accounts that have been given of his

conduft. This was the more praifc-worthy, as fome late,

as well as former circumftanccs, had highly enraged the

American militia j the army in its iaft movements, whether

from military neceility, or the vexation a;nd ill-temper in-

cident to their fituation, or ti:e joint operation of both, hav-

ing burnt and dellroyed many houfes, and fome of them
buildings of great value. Hie extraordinary and fevere

execution which now took place upon the North River,

would alfo have afforded too much colour for a dilferent

mode of conduft. It is even fliid, and we do not find that

X c. it
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.1777^ It has been contradiaed, that this General paid fo nice and

"""

»! u' ^^ ^"'^l^?^
'^ '^'^ ^''"^'^ ^i^it^ry honour, and to

the charaaer and fedings of thofe brave troops, who now
experienced fo deplorable a reverfe of fortune, that he kept
his army cloie within their lines, and did not fuffer an
American loldier to be a witnefs to the degrading fpeftacle
ot pding their arms. ^ ^

The Americans ftate the whole number who laid down
their arms, including Canadians, Provincials, volunteers,
regulars,

^

and irregulars, of all forts, at 5752 men. In this
number IS undoubtedly included, though not fpecified, all
the artihcers, labourers, and followers of the camp. They
alio ftate the number of fick and wounded left in the holl
pitals at the retreat from the camp near Still Water, to C28
men, and the lofs befides in the army in killed, wounded,
taken, or delerted, from the 6th of July downwards, to
2,93 3 ;

the total amount of thefe numbers being 9,210 menBy another account, the number is carried about ten thou-
iand. 1 hey alio got a fine train of brafs artillery, amount-
ing to 35 pieces or different forts and fizes.

During thefe unfortunate tranfaftions, Lieutenant Gere.
ral Sir Henry Clinton, conduced his expedition up the
North River with great fuccefs. He had embarked about
3000 men for that fervice, accompanied by afuitable navalW confining of fliips of war, armed gallies, and fmaller
veilels, under the conduft of commodore Hotham. Their
firfl objea was the reduftion of the fort Montgomery and
Clmton, which tho' of confiderable ftrength, being at that
time in a very unguarded flate, it was determined to attempt
by a coup de main. They were fituated on either fide of a
a-eek, which defcended from the mountains to the North
River, and their communications preferved by a bridge,
beveral neceffary motions being made to malk the real de-

iT' c
^^"^^P^ ^^^^ h.xi^t^ in two divifions, at fuch a

diflance from their obje£f, as occafioned a confiderable and
difhcult march through the mountains; which was however
calculated and conduced with fuch precifion, that the
two detachments arrived on the oppofite fides of the creek,
and began their feparate attack on the forts, at nearly the
fame time. The furprize and terror of the garrifons was
increaled by the appearance of the Ihips of war, and the ar^
rival and near fire of the gallies, which approached fo clofe
as to Itnke the walls with their oars. The affault on both
ijdes of the creek was exceedingly vigorous, and the impe-

tuoiity

oa. 6.
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tuofity of the troops fo great, that notwithftanding a very

confiderable defence, both the forts were carried by ftorm.

As the foidiers were much irritated, as well by the fatigue

they had undergone, and the oppofition they met, as by
the lofs of fome brave and favourite officers, the flaughter

of the enemy was confiderable.

Upon the lofs of the forts, the rebels fet fire to two fine

new frigates, and to fome other vefFels, which with their

artillery and ftores were all confumed. Another fort called

Conftitution, was in a day or two after, upon the approach
of the combined land and naval force, precipitately fet on
4ire and abandoned. General Tryon alfo, at the head of a

detachment, deftroyed a new and thriving fettlement called

Continental Village, which contained barracks for 1500
•men, with confiderable ftores. The artillery taken in the

three forts, amounted to 67 pieces of different fizes. A
large quantity of artillery and other flores, with ammunition
and provifions, were alfo taken. A large boom and chain,

the making of which was fuppofed to have cofl 70,0001.

and the conflruftion of which was confidered as an extra-

ordinary proof of American labour, induftry, and fkill,

was in part deftroyed, and in part carried away. Upon
the whole, the American lofs in value, was probably great--

er than upon any other occafion fmce the commencement of

the war. Their flrength and attention were drawn away

to the northward, and other things muft have been neglect-

ed, whilft they applied both to the principal 4Dbje6f,

Our lofs in killed and wounded was not great as to num-
ber, but fome diilinguiihed and much lamented.officers fell.

Of thefe, befides Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, who com-

manded the attack on Fort Montgomery, Major Sill, was

from the general efleem he h^d acquired through his many
excellent t|ualities, univerfally regretted. Major Grant of

the New York volunteers^ and Count Graboulld, a Polilh

nobleman, and Aid de Camp to General Clinton, were al-

io (lain in the afiault on thefe forts.

The expedition did not end with this fuccefs. Sir James

Wallace, with a flying fquadron of light frigates, and Ge-

neral Vaughan, v/ith a confiderable detachment of troops,

continued, for feveral days, their excurfion up the river,

carrying terror and def1:ru6lion v/herever they went. At

the very time that General Burgoync vvms receiving the moft

favourable conditions for himfelf and a ruined army, the

line village or tov/n of Efopus, at no very great diiiance,

. X 4 vv-as
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was reduced to afhes, and not a houfe left ftanding. The

• extraordinary devaflation which attended every part of this
expedition, oi the neceffity of which we are not judges,
was produftive of a pathetic but fevere letter, from Gene-
ral Gates, then in the height of viaory, to General
Vaughan.
On the approach of Gates, the troops and velTels retired

to New York, having difmantled the forts, and for a time
at leaf}, having lett tne river defencelefs. But that enter-
prize, though ccndufted v/ith fpirit and ability, was of lit-
tle moment in the general account.

Such was the unfortunate iiTue of the northern campaign:
The event of an expedition which was undertaken with the
moft confident hopes, and for fome time purfued with very
flattering appearances of fuccefs. It was fuppofed the prin-
cipal means for the immediate reduftion of the colonies ;
but it has only ferved, in conjunftion with other operations,
which in the firft inftance have fucceeded better, to demon-
flrate the difficulties attending the fubjugation of a nume-
rous people at a great diflance, in an extenfive country
marked with ftrong lines, and abounding in ftrong natural
defences, if the refources of war are not exceedingly defi-
cient, and that the fpirit of the people is in any degree pro-
portioned to their fituation. It may now, whatever it was
in the beginning, be a matter of doubt, whether any fupe-
riority of power, of wealth, and of difcipline, will be found
to over-ballance fuch difficulties.

It would not be eafy at prefent, as many things necefTa-
ry to be known have not been fully explained, and impro-
per, as the whole is flill a fubjeft of public inveftigation, to
attempt forming any judgment upon the general plan or
fyftem of this campaign. The general condua of the war
this year has already undergone much cenfure ; and un-
doubtedly, the fending of the grand army at fuch a diflance
to the fouthward, whilfl the inferior was left ftruggling
with infurmountable difficulties in the north, when it would
feem that their junftion or co-operation, would have ren-
dered them greatly fuperior to any force which could have
been pofTibly brought to oppofe their progrefs, feems, in
this view of things, not to be eafily accounted for. It is,

however, a fubjecl, upon which no conclufive opinion can
yet be formed.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XVII,

Suhfequent proceedings to General Burgoyne*sfurrender,—
A Jeiv general rejieciions, Reafons given by Con^

grefsy luhy the Convention made at Saratoga Jloould

not he fuljilled»—-^Cruelties coin^lained of and enume^

rated.

FROM the unfortunate ifTue of the northern campaign,

and the furrender of General Burgoyne, defpondency

refpedling American affairs, was, almoft every where ap-

parent : the public feemed in a great meafure indifferent

about fubfequent intelligence from our commanders ; the

colonies were looked upon as loft, and a languor in military

operations prevailed.

It muff, however, be obferved, that the capitulation at

Saratoga, was as honourable as circumftances would per-

mit, and the moderation of General Gates was confpicu-

ous. Our army, when prifoners, were well ufed, and in

due time marched to Bofton, where they are fuppofed ftill

to remain ; tho' it is highly probable many of them v/ill

fettle in America, and their fervices be for ever loft to

Great Britain.

Mr. Burgoyne, and other officers, had permiffion from

Congrefs, on their parole to return to England. It is not

doubted, but when an impartial enquiry jQiall take place,

this aftive gallant commander, will be honourably ac-

quitted.

From Lord G. Germaine's letter of inftru<5lions to Ge-
rieral Carleton at Quebec, it appears, that Gene-

ral Burgoyne with one army, was to force his way to Al-

bany ; and colonel St. Leger with another body of forces

to make a diverficn on the Mohawk river, The former

was not joined by promifed or expefted affiftance. The
Indians had deferted

;
(which marks his juftice and cle-

mency)—Having, then, fuperior encreafmg numbers, well

iiipplied with every neceffary, and Famine to encounter,

his furrender was juftifiable upon every principle of pru-

dence, humanity, and military honour : He did not this,

without the advice and confent of his officers. To have

expofed
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expofed brave veterans, without even the pofTibiiity of fuc-
cefs, had been wantonnefs, or the Quixotifm of fortitude.

It may here be proper jufl to name the reafons given by
Congrefs for detaining the troops at Boflon, that by trea-
ty fliould have been fent to England, viz. «« that feveral
miHtary articles, included in the convention, had not been
given up j that the refufal of General Burgoyne, to give
defcriptive lifts of the non commiiTioned officers, and pri-
vates, fubfequent to his declaration, was an infringement
of the pubhc faith, and is confidered by Congrefs in an
alarming point of view." For thefe and other reafons, the
troops were detained : and very lately, Congrefs have re-
fufed even to anfwer General CUnton on this fubjea:, on
account of the fuppofed infolence of his letter.

The Indian cruelties, committed when General Bur^
goyne was commander, were before mentioned : but be-
fides thefe, we find others named in a letter, from the
Pltnipotentiaries of the United States at Paris, addrefled
to Lord North, refpe(fling the treatment of colonel Parker,
CGlonel Ethan Allen, who had been dragged from coun-
try to country, in chains ; of Mr. Lovel in Bofton ; of
the prifoners made in Fort Wafhington ; of numbers who

TV. 1

^^^ ^^^^ ^^"^ '^^ Africa, and there groaning in bondage !

1 he cruel- general Gates, likewife complained of cruelties which

cifedbr'
^^^ "^^i"^ed the retreat of Burgoyne's army, in burning

the royal g^^^J^"^^^
^"^^ farmer's houfes ! Such deeds, unbe-

army,
coming hujnan nature, and every idea of civilization, can-
not but foment refentment, and in the end, produce rer
taliation.

The burning of Efopus by General Vaughan, not a lit-

tle widened our breach with the Colonifls, efpecially as
Charleflown had before been laid in afhes. In the for-
mer place there were 326 houfes, with many barns, filled

with grain, all defiroyed, with 12,000 barrels of flour !—
Four pieces of cannon only, and 1150. fiand of arms,
graced the ihining triumph of our fuccefsful general at Efo-
pus !——We wifh, for the honour of humanity, that all

luch fanguinary proceedings may ever ceafe ; and that in
civilized nations, the extremes of war may never more be
known

! General Gates's letter to General Vaughan does
honour to his feelings as a man. *

* Letter from Gen. Gates to the Congrefs, dated Albany
Oftober 20.

S I R,
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SIR,

" Inclofed is a copy of a letter I have this day fent to Ma-
jor General Vaughan, who I am told commands the burning

party in Hudfon's river : It goes by the boat that carries Gene-
ral Burgoyne's officer to Sir William Ho\ye.

"SIR,
" With unexampled cruelty yoxa have reduced the fine village

of Kingfton to afhes, and moft of the wretched inhabitants to

ruin. I am informed you alfo continue to ravage and burn all

before you on both fides of the river. Is it thus your king's

generals think to make converts in the royal caufe ? It is no lefs

furprizing than true, that the meafures they adopt to ferve their

mafter have the quite contrary effed. Their cruelty eftablifhes

the glorious a6l of independency upon the broad bafis of the ge-

neral refentment of the people.

" Able generals, and much older officers than you can pre-

tend to be, are now, by the fortune of war, in my hands —
Their fortune m.ay one day be your's, when, fir, it may not

be in the power of any thing human to fave you from the juft

fevenge of an injured people.

" I am. Sir, your moft obedient,

" Humble fervant,

** JIORATIO GATES,"

CHAP.
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C HA P. XVII.

"—General Howe at Philadelphia.—Refolut'tons on the ivar,—^he conciliatory billsy ivith theprincipal heads of them,—Opinion of Congrefs concerning them,—EngUJh Com-
mijftoners fent to America : The powers with which
they were invejied,—Theirfrjl propofitions tjs Congrefs,.—Great coftceffions—Reply of Congrefs.—A fop being

put to feveral Correfpondences recommended,—Of Gover^
nor Johnfone.

WEHAVE haflened from difmal fcenes, and the horrors

of war, in order to turn our thoughts to Gen. Howe
at Philadelphia ; who tho* he had been fuccefsful in feveral

arduous conflidls, (which did honour to both the comman-
ders and troops) yet they gained him little more than fafe

winter quarters.

The numerous, hardfliips and dangers to which his men
had been expofed ; the nature of the fervice ; the many
refources and retreats that lay open to the enemy, with

their knowledge of the country, and facility of receiving

fupplies of every fort,—all tended to baffle the moJft mag*
nanimous efforts. American courage is now no longer

problematical : Their alliance with France, alfo, renders

it highly probable, that a mofl: expenfive, ruinous war will

be prolonged to the annihilation of our finances, trade,

credit, and manufaftures. —A conqueft of the colonies

would now feem to be out of moil: peoples view.

Military movements and attacks having, in a great mea-
fure ceafed during the winter feafon ; the public attention

17. was drawn by Lord North, who in a fpeech of great length,

propofed, what are called " The Conciliatory Bills ;" the

principal heads of which refpe6ting America were, firfl,

the bill to enable his majefty to name commiffioners, for

the purpofe of quieting and extinguifliing divers jealoufies

in the Colonies, &c. Secondly, the bill for declaring

the intention of parliament, relative to the exercife for

impofing taxes, recites, ** That the exercife of the right

for raifmg a revenue having occafioned great uneafmefs and

diforders among his Majefty's fubje(fts in America, who
yet
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yet acknowledge the juflice of contributing to the common
defence of the empire : In order to remove fuch uneafmefs,
and to quiet the minds of the perfons who may be difpofed

to return to their allegiance, it is declared and enaftedy

that from the pafling the aft, the Parliament of Great Bri-

tain will not impofe any duty, tax, or afleffment what-
foever, payable within any of his Majefty's colonies, pro--

vinces or plantations in North America, except only fuch

duties as it may be expedient to impole for the regulation

of commerce. The nett produce of fuch duties to be al-

ways paid, and applied to the ufe of the Colonies, &c.
&C. in which the fame may arife."

The American Congrefs having taken into confideration

the particulars in the conciliatory bills, deemed them to

be infidious, inadequate to the purpofes propofed j and in

part, defigned to foment divifions and difcontents in the

Colonies. In fine, that they ferved to fhew in the clearefl

point of view, the weaknefs and wickednefs of their enemy.

They therefore gave it as their opinion, " That the United
States could not with propriety hold any conference with

commiflioners on the part of Great Britain, unlefs they

fhould, as a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their

fleets and armies, or elfe, in pofitive and exprefs terms, ac-

knowledge the Independence of faid States."

. Notwithftanding the temper and refolutions of Con-
grefs, miniftry purfued their plan of reconciliation, and on

the 1 8th of April, the Earl of Carlifle, Lord Howe, Sir

William Howe, William Eden, Efq; and George John- CommilTi-.

ftone, Efq; were appointed Commiflioners for quieting ^'^f''^ ^P*

and extinguiihing of divers jealoufies and apprehenfions of P^^"*^^^^^

danger in the Americans. ^^^^^
°.|.

The Commiflioners, or any three of them,- were em- •

powered to treat, confult, and agree with fuch body or

bodies politic and corporate, or with fuch afl^embly or af-

iemblies, as they fliould think meet and fufficient for that

purpofe, of, and concerning any grievances, or complaints

of grievances exifting, or fuppoied to exift, in the govern-

ment of any of the Colonies, &c. &c. but then, no agree-

ment was to be of force, till ratified by the parliament.

They had alfo a power to order a ceflation of hoftilities

by fea and land, for fuch time, and under fuch conditions,

as they, in their direftions ftiould think fit. Likewife to

fufpend the operation of a certain aft of parliament pafl^ed,

for prohibiting all trade and intercourfe with certain colo-

nies
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1778. nies therein named, and for other purpofes mentioned, &c.
^^—V—

' I would obferve, previous to the negotiations that are to

follow, that fome of thefe commiffioners were fent, con-

trary to the fenfe of the p'uDlic, as being deficient in dig-

nity, abilities, and liberality of principle, for a bufinefs of

fuch moment.
General Wafhington received a letter from General Sir

June 9. Henry CHnton, informing him that the Enghfh Commif-
fioners for refloring peace had arrived at Philadelphia, re-

queuing a palTport for Dr. Fergufon their fecretary, with

a letter from them to Congrefs.

The paffport was not granted, till the pleafure of Con-
grefs was Hrft known. It was even after fome debate,

that the commiffioners letters were received and read.

When the infidious interpolition of the French King was
heard, a motion was made to proceed no further, becaufe

of the offenfive language againft his moft Chriflian Ma-
jefty

!

The commiffioners in their firft propofals for peace, de-

clared, they were difpofed to concur in every juft arrange-

ment towards the following, among other purposes, viz.

to confent to a celfation of hoiHlities both by lea and land ;—to reftore free intercourfe 5—to revive mutual afFc<Stion,

and reftore the common benefits of naturalization through

the feveral parts of the empire ;—to extend every freedom

to trade, that refpe(5^ive interefls can require *,—to agree

that no military force Ihall be kept up in the different flates

of North America, without the confent of the general

Congrefs, or particular afiemblies ;—to concur in meafures

calculated to difcharge the debts of America, and raife the

value and credit of paper circulation ;—to perpetuate the

union, by a reciprocal deputation of an agent, or agents

from the different ftates, who fhall have the privilege of a

feat and voice in the parliament of Great Britain ; or, if

fent from Britain, to have, in that cafe, a feat and voice

in the affemblies of fuch flates to which they may be rel^

pecStivcly deputed. In fhort, to eflabUfh the powers of

the refpe^live legiilatures in each particular flate, to fettle

its revenue, its civil and military eflablifhment ; and to

cxercife a perfect freedom of legiflation and internal go-
- vernment ; fo that the Britifli flates through North Ame-

rica, acfling with us in peace and war, under our common
Sovereign, may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every

privilege that is fhort of a total feparation of interefl, or

con-
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confiftent with that union of force, on which the fafety of

our common reHgion and Hberties depends-

They concluded thus, " If after the time that may
be neceifary to confider of this communication, and tranf-

mit your anfwer, the horrors of war fhould continue, we
call God and the world to witnefs, that the evils which
muft follow, are not to be imputed to Great Britain -, and

we cannot, without the mofl real forrow, anticipate the

profpeft of calamities, which we feel the moft ardent de-

lire to prevent.

Thefe were, furely, great conceflions from a power,
-which not long before, had refufed even to receive the A-
merican petitions : They would alio feem to be marked with

candour andjuflice. But, alas! things had been carried

to fuch a length, or refentments taken place, that obtain-

ing the firft great objecft of the war, would not then fatisfy.

Nothing lefs than an acknowledgment of their independen-

cy would be accepted.

After feveral meetings, Congrefs having refumed the

conlideration of the Commiffioners letter and papers, they

replied as follows, by Mr. Henry Lawrens, their prefi-

dent, viz.^'Nothingbut anearneft defire tofpare the farther

cifufion of human blood, could have induced them to read

a paper, containing fentiments fo difrefpeflful to his moft

Chriftian Majcfty, the great and good ally of thefe flates ;,

or to confider proportions fo derogatory to the honour of

an independent nation.

" The a61:s of the Britifh parliament, the commiilion from

your Sovereign, and your letter fuppofe the people of thefe

ftates, to be fubjedfs of the crown of Great Britain, and

are founded on the idea of a dependence, which is utterly

inadmilTible. I am further directed to inform your Excel-

lencies, that Congrefs is inclined to peace, notwithftanding

the unjull claims from which this war originated, and the

favage manner in which it hath been condudfed : They
will therefore be contented to enter upon the confideration

of a treaty of peace and commerce, not inconfiftent with

treaties already fubfifting ; when the King of Great Bri-

tain fhall demonftrate a fmcere difpofition for that pur-

pofe. The only folid proof of this difpofition, will be

an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of thefe

ftates, or the withdrawing his fleets and armies."

After this, Congrefs announced to the public, that many

letters addreffed to individuals of the United States, had

lately
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1778. lately been reeeived from England, thro* the conveyance
V>rWi> of the enemy ; that fome of them which had been under

their infpeftion, were found to convey ideas, infidioufly

calculated, to divide and delude the people. They then

recommended the moil: effe<fl:ual meafures for putting a flop

to fo dangerous and criminal a correfpondence *.

The vigilance of Congrefs refpe^ting private correfpon-

dence was proper and laudable. Several of thofe that

were fent by Governor Johnflone, do honour to his feel-

ings and underflanding : His addrefs and public ipirit were
evinced by them. He even admitted, certain political

tranfgreffions of the mother country, and freely mentioned,
*' her hour of infolence !" We fhali hereafter fee his

fuppofed defeflion from the line of recflitude in Ibme of his

addreffes ; by which he loft the confidence of Congrefs

and his proceedings as a commiffioner were rendered of

none eifeft.

But in order to conneft events properly, and to have a

full view of the fubjeft ; let us turn to the negocia-

tions that had been going on between France and the Con-
grefs.

* It appeared by a private letter, that through the means of

the commander in chief, and a Mr. Galloway, Governor John-

ftonc had circulated feveral private introduftory letters to Ame-
rican gentlemen in power : One to Mr, Morris, a leading mem-
ber of the Congrefs ; one to Mr. Johnfon, Governor of Mary-
land ; one to Mr. Carmichael, late Secretary to the Commif-
fioners at Paris ; belides tliat addrefled to General Wafliington

himfelf.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII.

American Independence acknoivhdged by France.—Mejfage
from his Majejly toparliament.— Obfervations. Treaty

of alliancefgfTcd at Paris.— Letters of reprisal granted by

France and England.—Reception of the Sieur Gerrard in

America.-—The unmolefled departure of the Count
jyEJlaingfroniTonion.

DR. FRANKLIN'S and Mr. Dean's proceedings in

Paris, had been long obierved, and watched with a

jealous eye : treaties were llippofed te have been figned, and
an alliance formed, fome months before they were afcer-

tained to the public.

The French ambafTador delivered a refcript to lord Wey-
mouth fecretary of flate, the principal parts of which are,

viz. That the United States of North America, being in

full pofTeffion of independence, as pronounced by them, oh
the 4th of July, 1776, having propofed to the King, Xb

confolidate by a formal convention, the connexion begUfi

to be eftablifhed between the two nations; the refpedlive

plenipotentiaries have figned a treaty of friendlhip and com-
merce, defigned to ferve as a foundation for their mutual

good correfpondence.

His Majefty, determined to cultivate the good underftand-

ing fubfifting between France and Great Britain, thinks it

hecefTary to make this proceeding known to the court of

London, and to declare at the fame time, that the contra<5f-

iftg parties have paid great attention, not to ftipulate any

exclufive advantages in favour of the French nation ; and

that the United States have referved the liberty, of treating

with every nation whatever, upon the fame footing of

equality and reciprocity.

In making this communication to the court of London,

the King is firm.ly perfuaded, ihe will find new proofs of

his Majefty's conftant and fmcere difpofition for peace ; and

that his Britannic Majeffy, animated by the iame fentiments,

will equally avoid evjery thing that may alter their good

harmony; and that he will particularly take effe6fual mea-

fures, to prevent the commerce betvvreen his Majefty's fub-

Y iec%,

March.
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je6ts, and the United States of North America from being

interrupted, and to caufe all the ufages received between

commercial nations, to be, in this refpe(Sl, obferved ; and

all thofe rules which can be faid to fubfift between the tw&
crowns of France and Great Britain.

In this jufl confidence the underfigned ambafTador

(Le M. de Noailles) thinks it fuperfluous to acquaint the

Britifh Minifter, that the King his mafter being determined,

to protecTl: efFeftually the lawful commerce of his fubje6ls,

and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majefty has in

confequence, taken eventual meafures in concert with the

United States of North America,

In confequence of this declaration, lord Weymouth de-

livered to the houfe of lords a mefTage from his Majefty,

informing them, that a treaty of amity and commerce has

been figned between the court of France, and certain per-

fons employed by his Majefly's revolted fubjefts in North
America; a copy of which was ordered to be laid before

the houfe.

That his Majefty is perfuaded, the juftice and good faith

of his conduct towards foreign powers, will be acknow-
ledged by all the world; and his Majefty trufts, that

he ihall not Ifand refponfible for the difturbance of the ge-

neral tranquility, if he fhould find himfelf called upon, to.

refent fo unprovoked and fo unjuft an aggrelfion on the ho^

nour of his crown, &c. contrary to the mofi folemn alluran-

ces, fubverfive of the law of nations, and injurious to the

rights of every fovereign power in Europe.

That relying with the firmeft confidence, on the zealous

and affectionate fupport of his faithful people, he is; determin-

ed to be prepared to exert, if it fhall become neceflary, all

the force and refources of his kingdoms, which he trufls

will be found adequate, to repel every infult and attack, to

mairetain and uphold the power and reputation of this

country.

The anfwer from both houfes of parliament to this mef-

fage, was marked by zeal and afFeftion, by a jufi: refent-

ment, and the ifrongeft: aiTurances of loyalty and fupport,

Tho' the refcript of the French King was not given to

lord WeynK)uth, as fecretary of ftate till March 1778;
yet it Vv'as known, fome months before, that an acknow-
ledgment of American Independence, was determined on
by the court of France, and that a treaty of amity and
of commerce had been figned ; nay it was affirmed, that a

private
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private treaty had been agreed upon, containing the mofl 1778.
hoftile defigns againfl Great Britain. If is highly probable, V^^vxj

as the humbhng conceiTions that were made on our part,

had no impreffion on Congrefs, that France and America

will a<5t with their united force againfl: us. It is a principal

part of the policy of the former, to weaken her rival Great

Britain, by increafmg her national debt and expences, or

by leliening her ftrength and commerce. In fuch a fituati-

on, wifdom, vigilance, and activity fhould diflinguilh ad-

minillration ; a virtuous unanimity, and a fixed regard to

their fafety and liberties ihould mark the proceedings of the

people.

The treaty of alliance between France and the United Feb. 6.

States, was figned at Paris; andfoon after Congrefs unani-

mouily ratified it. By this treaty all that we enjoyed by the

famous aft of navigation, was iofi.

For feveral reafons, a declaration of war has been de-

layed, tho' hofiitities have long fince been commenced.
On the loth July, the French King's letter to the admiral

of France, authorizing and empov/ering him to iffue letters

of reprizal againft the fhips of the fubjefls of Great Britain,

was publifiied :—On the 29th of the fame month, his Ma-
jefly with the advice of the privy council ordered, that ge-

neral reprizals be granted againfl the fhips, goods, and

fubje6ts of the French King, &c.

Our fuccefs in feizing French property has been very great,

both by our privateers, and fliips of war. Their Eaft India

and their Well: India fleets have greatly fiifiered : The ba-

lance in this fort of bnfinefs, (which tends to the ruin of

private individuals) is vaftly in our favour j bankruptcies

and difcontents pervade the Gallic commercial walks. A
great deal of French property, was undoubtedly infured in

England ; but it is hoped, a praftife fo impolitic has ceafed.

It were almofl unnecefiary to inform the public, of the

reception which the Sieur Gerrard, fent from France, to

Congrefs, met with. Their fpeeches to a man, who came

from a court, whofe religion and government are both

inimical to theirs, are flattering in an high degree, or rather,

mean and fulfome. The popularity of Congrefs, is not in-

creafed by this alliance. If concurring accounts may be

depended upon, loyalty, in feveral of the Colonies, to thofe

in power, fits but loofe upon the people. It will, perhaps,

be next to impoffible, altogether to eradicate their feelings

for their former friends, and mother country. Would I

Y 2 could
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1778. could fay, that the conduft of our minifters, hadnotgiveo
V^VNJ them caufe of alienation; but a wanton, avaricious war,

waged with refentment and inftances of cruelty, will be

difficult to have terminated, with honour and advantage.

April. The Count de Eftaing, an enterprizing officer, (but who
had formerly broke his parole with us) failed with 15 men
of war and frigates from Toulon for America, in order, as

was fuppofed, to deftroy the fleet under lord Howe, feize

our merchantmen, and to affift the operations of the Con-
tinental arniy, againfl that under general Howe, or Sir

Henry Clinton. The proceedings of this fleet will, in their

place be given. The failing of it, unmolelled from Europe,

tho' intelligence was faid to have been early enough received

for preventing it, occafioned much difcontent, and the mi-

nority in parliament reprobated miniftry for their negleft in

this matter. Nay, it was afterted, that the (liips which

fhould have goiie on this important bufniefs, were detained

at home, in order to parade in the royal review at

Portfmouth.

The foregoing interefting tranfa6i:ions, were thrown into

one connected view, that the reader may, with the more

eafe, have fecourfe to matters, on which the moft impor-

tant events may depend. The way being thus cleared, let

tis next proceed to Philadelphia, where, in December 1777,
we left Sir William Howe in winter quarters.

CHAP.
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C HAP. XIX.

1778.

Forage brought In. Languor in military operations, Ge~

neral Howes wtention of returning to England ; reafons

furmifed. Part of the etiemys troops defeated. Succefs

of an Expedition up the Delaivare. Boats burned on

Hickamanent river. Getieral Clinton commander in

chief at Philadelphia. Evacuates that city ; pajfes the

Delaivare ; His celebrated march thro^ J^^'fiyi ^^^^ ^^~

pulfe of General Wafhington. Colonel Monchton flain.

Ofgeneral Lee,

FOR feveral weeks nothing material happened ; but on

the 22d. of December, a confiderable body of the

army pafTed the Schuylkill, to take poft on the heights of

Derby, in order to cover the colle6i:ing and tranfporting

by water^ as well as by land a large quantity of forage

which that county afforded : a great deal was brought in,

and the detachment returned on the 28th of December,

with the lofs of two officers and thirty men, who had been

<iecoyed into an ambufcade.

The continental army, excepting a detachment of 1 200

at Wilmington, were hutted in the woods near Valley

forge, twenty fix miles from Philadelphia, in a flrong

pofition.

After the defeat of Saratoga, inaffivity in military affairs,

would feem to have taken place, and the eagernefs of ex-

pectation in the public, was not to be feen as formerly.

General Sir William Howe intimated the arrival of Sir ^^^y

Henry Clinton at Philadelphia, with his intention of re-

turning home, after he had furnillied his facccfTor with the

orders and inftru6lions he had received. NegleeT: in admi-

niltration, a dillike to the fecretary for American affairs,

and not having been properly attended to, and fupported,

are fuppofed to have been the reafons of Sir William's de-

firing permiffion to refign the command : But probably the

caufes of this, as well as of other refignations, v/ill more

fully be -known by parliamentary enquiries that are foon to

take place.

Y 3
From
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From the earlieft return of fpring, a fucceilion of de-

tachments had ranged the country for feveral miles round
Philadelphia, and the province of Jerfey, to open a comr-

munication for bringing in fupplies for the inhabitants, and

to procure forage for the army. Thefe detachments did

confiderabie icrvice •, and Colonel Mawhood with three

battalions, and a provincial corps, made a defcent on the

coafl of Jerfey, near Salem, with much fuccefs, and

difperfed the forces collefted in that part of the

country.

By the a-fllvity of lieutenant Colonel Abercromby, a
May 4th. corps of 900 men under the command of a brigadier Gene-

ral, polled about feventeen miles from our head quarters,

100 light infantry, 300 rangers, and a party of light dra-

goons, were attacked and defeated : In killed, wounded
and prifoners the enemy loft 150 men : and we had but

nine >vounded in the aftion. The rout would have been

far more complete, had not the fatigue of a long march
difabled the infantry from purfuing.

Mav 7th
^^^ good condudt of major Maitland who was detached

with the lecond battalion of light infantry in flat boats, at-

tended with three gallies and other armed veflels, under the

command of Captain Henry, deferves particular notice,

his orders were to proceed up the Delaware, to deftroy all

the ftiipSj and veffels lying in the river between that and

Trenton.

The provincials appeared in force, but were driven from

their guns, af^ier which, four ftore houfes, with great

quantities of proviiions, a very large quantity of tobac-

co, fome military ftores and camp equipage were de-

ftroyed.

Our Admiral Lord Howe recites the judicious condu<51:

of Captain Henry in the execution of the orders he had re-

May 6th. ceived. The HulTar, Cornwallis, Tenet and Philadelphia

gallies, with the Viper, and Pembroke armed fchooners

&c. proceeded up the Delaware, till they were abreaft of

White Hill, where the gallies covered the landing of the

troops. At this place the Wafhington and Effingham

frigates, the former pierced for 32 guns, and the latter

for 28 guns, were with a brig and floop, fet on fire, and

confnmed.

The troops then marched, and took pofleiTion of Bur-

dentown, where they deftroyed a battery of 3 fix pounders ;

burnt two new fnips, one privateer, with ten fail of brigs

,)
and
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and fchooners. They next proceeded up Crofwell Creek ;

and fet fire to the Sturdy-beggar privateer, and eight fail of ^

floops and brigs.

The Huffar and Front gallies, gun-boats, &c. rode up
alfo Biles Ifland Creek j where they deftroyed fix different

veffels, moftly armed. At Briflol were burnt likewife fe-

veral veffels, the whole amounting to forty four fail. There
was not a man lofl in this expedition ; but fome houfes

were unfortunately confumed by fire, contrary to the di-

redlions of the officers employed in this fervice.

A detachment of the garrifon of Rhode Ifland, under
the command of Colonel Campbell of the 22d. Regiment, May 2C.
embarked in flat boats, conduced by Captain Clayton ;

and by a well concerted operation deftroyed 125 boats col-

lefted by the Provincials in Hickamanent river, with a

large galley, all defigned to airiil: at the invafion of Rhode
Ifland. Another galley of force was deflroyed by Captain

Reeve, at Warren's Creek. The faw-mills alfo near

Taunton River, were deflroyed by Lieutenant Chrifiian,

which was a fervice of importance.

During the fummer there was a remarkable filence in ad-

miniflration, refpedling American affairs, and the move-
ment of our fleet and army. Tho' we had feveral fuccefF-

es, and did much damage to the^nemy ; yet nothing either

brilliant or decifive was effefled. Perhaps the fituation of

our troops, the nature of the country, the difficulties and

dangers that attended fo fevere, and unufual a fervice pre-

vented it. The fortitude and condudl of our commanders,

the alertnefs and bravery of the foldiery, are not to be call-

ed in queilion. Whether the fupport and inflru6lions

they received from miniftry were inadequate to the arduous

work they were engaged in, I fliall not determine : The
public will, no doubt be in due time fatisiied in this

matter.

Tho' our troops were in pofTeiTion of Philadelphia, fo

early as the i oth of May, a report prevailed, that it would

foon be evacuated ; and on the 30th an order was iffued

for the velfels to leave the town on the fecond of June.

The 5th oar peace Commlilioners arrived in the Trident,

and on the i oth fent a flag of truce to Congrcfs.

General Chnton being chiefin command at Philadelphia,

evacuated that city on the i8th of June, at three o'clock in

the morning, and proceeded to Glocefler point without

bein^ follov/ed by the enemy. The army, through the ex-

Y 4 cellent
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1778. cellent difpofition that had been made by the admiral
^^-or^^ (Lord Howe) paffed the Delaware, and at ten o'clock reach-

ed Hadden field. A flrong corps of provincial forces
abandoned the difficult pals of Mount Hally, but they de-
flroyed every bridge on the road. The excelTive heat of
the feafon ren^'lcred the repairing of thefe bridges, a work of
much difficulty.

As this celebrated march, may be placed among the
moft diftinguiihed events of the war, a circumftantial ac-
count of it, muft prove acceptable to the public.

The advanced parties of our light troops arriving unex^
pecfledly at CrofTv/icks on the 23d after a triHing Ikirmi/h,
prevented the enemy from deftroying a bridge over a large
creek in that village ; the army palled it next morning.
The march fo far, pointed equally towards the Hudfon's

river, and Staten liland by the Rariton, but thejunfture
was arrived, when it became necefTary to decide, ultimate-
ly, what courfe to purfue. Encumbered by an enormous
provifion train, the general was led to wifh for a route the
leafl liable to obfi:ru61:ion.

He had received intelligence that Generals Wafhington
and Lee had pafled the Delaware with their army ; that a
numerous militia was aflembled from all the neighbourinfr
provinces ; and that General Gates with an army from the
northward, was advancing to join them on the Rariton.
From General Wafhington's having fo frequently avoided
coming to action, it was not then expelled he would have
given into it againft every di(ffate of policy. This was our
General's opinion, who believed his views would only be
diredled againft the baggage, provifions, &c. in which parts,
he was undoubtedly vulnerable.

The approach of the continental army, having been in-
dicated by the frequent appearance of their light troops on

. the rear of ours. General Knyphaufen was requefted, to
take the baggage of the whole army under charge of his
divifion. Under the head of baggage was comprized, not
only all the wheel carriages of every department, but alfo
the bat horfes -, a train which as the country admitted but
of one route for carriages, extended near twelve miles !

The indifpenfable neceffity offecuring thefe, was obvious
;

the difficulties in effecting this, againft an army vaftly fupe-;

norland in a woody country, were alfo apparent.

Ge-
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General Knyphaufen was defired to move on the aSth af 17-8.
day break. Soon after, General Clinton followed w;th his—-^..---^

divifion. Recon^-oitering parties of the enemy quickly ap-

peared on their left flank. The queen's rangers fell in

wdth, and dilperfed lome detachments among the woods ir|

the fame quarter.

Our rear guards having defcended from the heights a-

bove Freehold into a plain near three miles in length, and

about one mile in breadth, feveral columns of the enemy
appeared likewife defcending into the plain ; and at teri

o'clock they began to cannonade our rear. General Clinton

then was informed, that the provincial troops, were, undil-

covered, marchhig in force on both flanks of his army. He
was corivinced the baggage was their obje6f, but it being

at that juncture engaged in defiles, which continued for

fome miles, no means occurred of parrying the blow, but

attacking the corps which harraffed the rear, and preiTmg

it fo hard as to oblige the detachments to returri from hi^

flanks to its affiftance.

He had authentic informatica, that General Wafhington

was up with his whole army, eflimated at about two

thoufand men. The enemy's cavalry commanded, as was

iaid, by M. de la Fayette, having approached within reach,

was charged with great fpirit by the Queen's light dra-

goons : They did not wait the fhock, but fell back in con-

fufion upon their own infantry.

General Clinton thinking it poiTible, that the event might

draw to a general a.6lion, fent for a brigade of Brjtiil]., and

the 17th light dragoons. A difpofition was made to at-

tack in the plain \ but before our troops could advance, the

enemy fell back, and took a flrong pofition upon the

heights of Freehold court houfe. The heat of the weather

was intenfe, and the men fuffered much from the fatigues

they had undergone, but a vigorous exertion was necef-

fary.

The Britifh grenadiers, and the guards on their right,

began the attack with fuch fpirit, that the enemy immedi-

ately gave way. But their fecond line flood with obffina-

ipy ; they were, however completely routed. They then

took a third pofition, with a marihy hollow in front, over

which it would have been fcarcely poffible to have attacked

them ;
yet part of the fecond line made a movement to the

Sfront, occupied l^:)me ground on the enemy's left liank, and

the
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1778. the light infantry with the Queen's light dragoons turned
their left.

By this time our troops were fo overpowered with fatigue,

that the affair could be preffed no farther, efpecially as ge-

neral Clinton was confident, that the end was gained for

which the attack had been made. He took thepofition

from where the enemy had been driven, after they quitted

the plain, and having repofed the troops, to avoid the heat

of the day, took advantage of the moon light to rejoin ge-

neral Knyphaufen, who advanced to Nut Swamp near Mid-
dletown. . -

The baggage had been attempted by fome of the enemy's

light troops, who were repulfed by the good difpofition

of the laft named general, Major Grant, and the firm ifand

of the 40th regiment, whofe piquets alone were attacked,

and one troop of the 17th light dragoons.

It would be fufficient honour to our troops, barely to fay,

that they had forced a corps of near 12000 men, from two
ftrong pofitions ; but it muft be confidered as highly ho-

nourable, when it is affirmed, that they did it under fuch

difadvantages of heat and fatigue, that a great part of thofe

who were loft, fell dead as they advanced, without a wound !

The fervice here was peculiarly fevere, or rather above

human ftrength, but Britifh courage is almofl equal to every

difficulty.

Had General Wafliington fhewn himfelf next day, our

army was ready to receive him handfomely. Our General

waited two days in hopes that Mr. Wafhington might have

been tempted to advance to the pofition near Middle-

town, where he might have been attacked to advantage.

During this time the fick and wounded were embarked, and

preparation made for pafTmg to Sandy hook Ifland by a

bridge, v/hich by extraordinary efforts of the navy was
foon compleated : The whole army paffed over in

two hours, the horfes and cattle having been previoufly

tranfported.

In the aftion fell lieutenant colonel Monckton, whofe

courage, conduft, and military accomplilh.ments are univer-

fally acknowledged. In him the gentleman and foldier,

were happily united ; tendernefs and humanity, were

the attendants of eminent abilities and diftinguifhed mag-
nanimity.

It is obfervable, that in 1769 he purchafed a majority

from Mr. Gates, whofe name has been fmce rendered fa-

mous
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mous by his viftory at Saratoga. It is alfo noticeable,

that in 1776, Col. Monckton was fhot through the body at

Long liland, and afterwards wounded in the knee. But
on the 28th of June, he glorioully fell leading on his bat-

talion.

Tho' General Wafhington claimed the vi(5lory on the

28th of June, and in his letter faid, the enemy were iinallv

obliged to give way, &c. yet it is plain, our baggage and
provifions were faved, and a march performed, which will

ever do honour to General Chnton, as well as to the officers

and foldiers under his command.
General Lee's condu<5l had been blamed on this occafion,

and tho' it received not public reprehenfion, yet fome were
diflatisfied with it. His bravery, however, ftands pnim-
peached. In his letter refpefting the above attack, infield

of naming it as a victory, he fpeaks of it only as a very

handfome check; yet General Wafhington received the

thanks of Congrefs for a fuppofed vidlory, tho' the greatei];

defign of his attack, was intirely fruftrated.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

De Eflain^sfleet anchor at the entrance ofthe Delaware
'y

interceptfome vejjels, andfail to the fouthward. Pri^

'uateers^ and a great number offhips defrayed by Admiral

Toung. Expedition near HickamuB bridge. Rhode

Ifand invefed : The enemy repulfed. Efforts ufed in

repairing Admiral Byron^s fleety and flrengthening Lord
Howe. Expedition to Bedford and Fair Haven. And
to Egg harbour. Dominica taken. RefleBions. The

Iflands of St. Pierre and Miquilon arefurrendered.

THE failing of the French fleet, under the command of

the Count de Eflaing was before mentioned. Our
admiral, lord Howe, received intelligence, that his fleet

had arrived on the coafl: of Virginia, the 5th July; but on

the 8th, they anchored at the entrance of the Delaware:

Inflruftions were immediately fent to admiral Byron by his

iordftiip; who foon afterwards had notice, that the French

fquadron was advancing towards Sandy Hook, where he

then was fl:ationed.

The pofition they had taken near this port, enabled them

to intercept ten fmall trading veflels, with the York armed

Hoops, and one of our bomb tenders. But on >the 22d

July, the enemy weighed, and fl:ood from before Sandy

Hook to the Southward, followed by advice boats. On
the 28th the Raifonnable, man of war joined lord Howe's

fmall fleet, as did the Centurion and Cornwall, in three

days after: The latter had parted from admiral Byron in a

iiidden guft of wind, v/hofe fliips were fuppofed to have

fuffered damage.

From admiral Young's letter dated the 12th Sept. from

vSpithead, it appears, that when on his flation, at Leeward

Iflands, he had deflroyed feventeen privateers and armed

veflels, with 205 American trading fliips, befldes thofe

that were pubHflied in the Gazette the 1 1 th July.
May 27. General Sullivan arrived at Providence, in order to com-

mand the Provincial forces in that place, as well as to be

near Rhode Ifland, when a convenient opportunity fliould

offer for making ^R attempt upon it.

General
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General Pigot having received intelligence, that a great

number of large boats, and a galley were on ihore at the
well fide of the river below Hickamu<5l bridge, all under
repair, with a number of cannon and flores, with only a
guard of ten men upon the boats, and 250, on the v/hole
Peninfuia, from Warren to Briftol ferry, and that alTiftance

could not come in time to fave the boats; Lieutenant Col.
Campbell of the 22d regiment, was ordered for the com-
mand, with about 500 men, and embarked on board flat

boats under the diredtion of Captain Clayton and Lieut.

Knowles of the nai^^.

This expedition was crowned with fuccefs ; 125 boats,

fomeofthemjo feet in length, were burned. A galley,

feveral pieces of cannon, and ibme floops were deflroyed.

In the town of Warren, an houfe, full of ammunition,
combuftibies and other warlike ftores, was blown upj and
a new privateer mounting 1 6 four pounders was burnt m
Warren river.

The troops in their way to Briftol fpiked feveral pieces of

cannon, tho* their rear was tired upon by the enemy who
had taken the alarm. The lofs attending this eflential ler-

vice, was inconfiderable.

A few days after this expedition, General Pigot having

been informed, that a large quantity of boards and planks

lay at Trail river, and that the only faw mills the enemy
had in that country were alfo there; he ordered Major
Eyre with 100 men on this fervlce. Two mills, with a

large quantity of boards and planks were deftroyed, tho'

they were early difcovered, and fired upon from a battery^

and fmall arms, in returning to their boats, they burned a

guard room, provifion ilore, and nine cedar boats. Our
lofs was but two men killed, and Lieut. Goldfmith, and

four men wounded.
About the middle of July, General Wafnlngton confi-

derably reinforced General SulHvan's army, which left no
room to doubt that an attack on Rhode Ifland was intended.

The ifland, however, had been reinforced with Major

General Prefcot, and five battalions ; and Major General

Pigot, with the affifiance he received from the navy, had

time to ftrengthen the fea defences.

The French fleet under deEftaing appeared off Newport, j 1

but fhewed no difpofition to enter the harbour; but it was

fuppofed they were waiting to affifl the attack that fnould

be made on the ifland by General Sullivan. Every effort

was ufed to receive them properlv.

Th-
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The enemy landed their forces at Rowland's ferry.

Their military operations were a6^ively continued for feverai

days. Several redoubts were raifed, and attacks made, but

by the bravery of our troops, an army of Provincials fup-
"g* 9* poled to be 1 2000 men, could m.ake no impreflion. The

weight of the principal a^lion fell on Col. Campbell of the

22d regiment. Brigadier General Smith, likewife mentions
with appiaufe the fpirited exertions of Lieut. Col. Marfh,
and the 43d regiment; as alfo of Captains Coore and French
who commanded the flank companies.

j^ug, g. But before thefe attacks, the French fleet under Monfieur
de Eflraing, under a light fail entered the harbour, keeping

w^ a warm fire on Brenton's point. Goat Ifland, and the

North batteries, which were manned by feamen of our

frigates that had been deftroyed, and commanded by Capt.

Chriftian, Lieutenants Forrefl and Otway of the navy, who
retLirned the Hre with great fpirit, and in good direction.

The next morning, Count de Efl:aing repafled the batte-

ries ; (having as was fuppofed heard that Lord Howe's lit-

tle fleet was near at hand.) The fire from both fides was
continued briflcly, as before. But the defertion of his fla-

tion, not a little difappointed the hopes, and damped the

ardour of the provincial army, as well as raifed their refent-

ment. Their operations againft the garrifon at Newport
were in a fliort time difcontinued \ and the departure of the

French fquadron, was foon followed by an entire evacuati-

on of the Ifland.

Though Lord Howe had endeavoured, (after his having
Aug. 1

1 • |-,ggjj reinforced) to prevent de Eflaing from getting to Bof-

ton, yet he arrived unmolefted into that harbour. A florm

had prevented the Engiifli and French fleets from engaging

;

but the Ifis man of war, gained great honour by gallantly

withftanding the force of a French fhip, called the Csefar

of 74 guns, which after a warm contefl, nobly fupported

by Captain Raynor, was obliged to flieer off: The Ifis, in

all probability, would have taken the Caefar, had the con-

tefl: been continued, but flie was fb difabled in her mafts

and rigging, as prevented a purfuit.

Thus it appears, that this great armament under de Eflaing,

performed not thofe great things that were expefted from
it. He indeed made prizes of feverai of our fliips ; and at

Rhode Ifland, v/e were under the necefiity of deflroying

five frigates, and two armed gallies to prevent their getting

into the hands of the enemy. But by Lord Howe's flcilfui

difpofition
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difpofition at New York, the French fleet could make no 1778.
impreffion ; and at Philadelphia, our viftuaUing fleet, a vafl: '

—

v
—

'

quantity of ftores, and many merchantmen, fortunately

efcaped the Gallic fquadron. Its great defign, therefore,

feems in fome fort, to have been happily fruflrated, and it

is believed, that de EAaing not having adequately fupported

the attack at Rhode Ifland, has, at lealf, fown the feeds of

jealoufy and refentment in the Colonifts.

Notwithflanding the violent ftorm which Admiral Byron
met with in his paffage from Plymouth Sound, on the 3d
of July, every effort was quickly ufed to repair the damage
he fuftained; and from his own account it appears, that

had the French fquadron, which at the time was not far

difliant, attacked him, he was not without hope of fuccefs.

The adlivity ufed in reinforcing Admiral Lord Howe's fleet,

with thofe that had fuffered in the florm, merits to be ho-

nourably mentioned.

In September, Major General Grey, perform.ed very

confiderable fervice at Bedford and Fair Haven, by deflroy-

ing feveral valuable flores, with 70 fliips and privateers,

almofl: ready for failing. The battery of cannon on Fair

Haven fide, confifting of eleven pieces, were demoliflied by-

Captain Scott, commanding officer of the artillery, and the

magazine blown up.

A requifition was made of the arm.s of the militia,—300
oxen, and 10,000 fheep, which was complied with.

The lofs of men in this expedition was inconfiderable.

The very gallant behaviour of Captain Ranier of the

Oflrich floop, in his engagement with the Polly, an Ame-
rican privateer, vaftly fuperior to him. in force, merits much
praife. The Captain of the American was killed; and Mr.
Ranier was fliot through the left breafl:. During this def-

perate conteft, the Loweflofle's prize fortunately came to

the ailifl:ance of Captain Ranier, and gave him the victory.

Admiral Montague, having received his Majefty's com-

mands, to take poifefTion of the Iflands of St. Pierre's and

Miquelon, fent Commodore Evans, in September, to re-

duce them. He had under his command, the Romney,
man of war, the Pallas, Surprize, Martin, and Bonavita

armed floop, with two field pieces, a party of Artillery,

and 200 Marines, under Major Wemys.
As there are not adequate forces on thefe Iflands to de-

fend them, the Governor, Baron de I'Efperance furren-

dered upon honourable terms. The inhabitants were to be

fent
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Tent to France. The fifhing ftages were deftroyed, as alfo

the dwelling hoiifes, flore houfes, fevferal fhallops, 165
canoes, and a great deal of fiih, with 201 hogfheads of oil,

and 244 hogiheads of fait. Befides thefe, 173 Mufquets,

173 Bayonets, 172 Cartouch-boxes, 18 Swords, and 106
Beits were given up. Tho' thefe bare Iflands are but of

little fignificance to Great Britain, yet they were of very

confiderabie importance to France, and the lofs of them,

intift not a little aifeft her Newfoundland fifliery.

In 0(rtober, Sir Henry Clinton had moved into Jerfey,

partly to favour an expedition fent to Egg harbour: It was
in feveral refpefls fnccefsful. The fhips and detachment

under Ibme difficulty and oppofition arrived there the cth

October, under the command of Captains CoUiils and Fer-

gufon.

Three fait worksj and feveral ftores were deftroyed.

The Raleigh, a fine American frigate was taken, and

brought to New York. They were informed by deferters,

that Mr. Polafl-ci, an a6five and cruel enemy had cantoned

his corps, confifting of three companies of foot, three troops

of horfe, a detachment of artillery, and a brafs field piece,

within a mile of a bridge, which appeared eafy to feize.

Accordingly 250 men were embarked, and after rowing

ten miles landed at four o'clock in the morning, within a

mile of the defile, which was fecured. They then pufhed

forward upon the Infantry of Polafki's Legion, cantoned

in three different houfes : They were almoft entirely put to

the fword. Among them, were a Lieutenant Colonel, a

Captain, and an Adjutant. The enemy endeavoured to

harrafs our men in their retreat-, but with fo much caution

and modefly, as to do them little mifchief. It feems, tlrat

Polafki, had given orders, that no quarter (liould be given

to our troops. In this expedition ten vefTels were deftroy-

ed, and a number of what is called craft 5 a large brig,

iikewife, laden with lumber was taken. This place having

been a neft for privateers, the attacking of it was of confi-

derabie fervice, and faved many of our trading fhips from
being feized.

Sept. 7. The garrifon of Dominica were alarmed by the appear-

ance of feveral French fliips of force coming round the

port. They then difcovered four fngates,ten armed Hoops

and fchooners, with about twenty tranfports. They wxnt
afhore at Point Michael in great numbers. The landing was
at leafl 2000 men in three divifions. The frigates after-

wards
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wards approached in different directions to cannonade 1778.

Young's battery, and the town. v^-^-v-vj

As the oppofition, from the fmall force we had on that

important illand, had proved ineffeftual, and if continued,

muil have deftroyed men wantonly ; Mr. Stewart, the go-

vernor, having been requeued by the principal perfons in

Dominica to call a council of w"ar, in fo critical a lituation,

immediately complied.

It was foon refolved to fend a flag of truce to the ene-

my, to know what terms would be granted. A parley

for an hour was confented to by the Marquis de Bouille,

who commanded the French trcoDS, and was governor of

Martinico. The articles of capitulation were, in every ref-

pe(5t, mod honourable ; and the moderation of the French
commander merits praife ; but ftill French perfidy appeared,

for during the parley, a French Frigate called the Tour-
rerelle fired two broadfides on Young's battery, and the

town, which nearly broke off the negociation for a fur-

render. Our troops. Sec. were embarked for Granada,

and the inhabitants retained their former privileges.—That
miniflry have been reprobated, for having left a place of

fuch moment in an expofed fituation, is not to be wonder-
ed at.

Having carried our military and naval operations fo far,

without interruption, before we turn back to other pro-

ceedings, it may with propriety be obferved, that tho' by
fo many attacks and efforts, we muft have greatly injured

the Colonifts ; yet we never have been able to make any

effedlual impreffion, or to advance into the country. Per-

haps the nature of it, or its many refources, the extended

theatre of the war, the inadequate number of troops em-

ployed in fo arduous and fevere a fervice, not to mention

the magnanimity and Ipirit of the Colonifts, prevented our

effeffing any thing decifive.

The operations of war there, differ from thofe in almofl

every other place : nor do I believe that greater bravery can

be expelled, than has appeared in the forces that have

been lent thither. The Americans continue to reje(5t eve-

ry offer, unlefs accompanied by independency. Fabius

like, their determined General prolongs the war to our

unfpeakable lofs and difappointment. The noble perfeve-

rance of the Colonifts, their fortitude under accumulated

fufferings, their contempt of danger, and of death itfelf,

when fet in competition with the freedom and profperity of

Z their
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1778. their country, flrongly marks their love of liberty, and
^•v^«^ fhews, that they deferve to be free.

We appear to have been flrangers to their genius^

flrength and refources ; but our want of wifdom was
early apparent, in not having at firft fertt a fufficient force,

along with equitable, liberal propofals, in order to have
preferved both their allegiance and afFefbion.

The fort of defeats they have fuffained,. ferve only to

weaken us, and to teach th^m military knowledge.
Since the unhappy conteft commenced, tho* their fmall

(hips,, privateers, ftores, provifions, &c. have been de-

flroyed in great numbers and quantities •, yet from an ac-

curate calculation, upon the whole, we have loft nineteen

fhips of war, great and fmall ; the French and Americans
only eleven.

By perfeverance, the great objeff of the war is in their

offer j they may now have their grievances redrefled ; but

as independency is their aim, nothing lefs will procure for

us the Olive Branch.

Tho' no doubt their alliance with France, hath fixed

them in this refolution, yet the connection is highly unna-
tural between powers, whofe religion and government are

fo diametrically oppofite. That this alliance, has not a

little loofened the loyalty of many of the Colonics to Con-
grefs, is not to be controverted ; and however we may ad-

mire American magnanimity, yet as they are now joined

with the natural enemies of thefe nations, and probably

every mifchief intended us, found policy will prompt us to

take care of ourfelves.

To withdraw our forces from America, would, in ef-

{e6i be, to acknowledge their independence. Nova Scotia

might then be attacked, Newfoundland invaded, Florida

over-run, and even Canada become fubje6t to the Con-
grefs. Nay, the Weft India trade would be expofed to

perpetual interruptions, and our iflands to invafions.

Thefe confiderations, in fome fort, lay a foundation for

fupporting the prefent conteft, till it fhall be brought to a

defireable ilTue. But while this is fuggefled, it is hoped
that a change of men and meafures will take place. The
prefent fet of minifters feem not to be qualified (if we may
judge of pail proceedings) for fo arduous an undertaking v

nor is it probable, that the Colonifts will ever give them
their confidence.

At
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Atprefent, they would not feem to /land well with our 1778.

befl officers, admirals, and commanders. General Sir V^^^w-'

William Howe's rsafons to the houfe of commons for hav-

ing quitted his high flation in America, are remarkable,

and fpeak interefting language j viz. that he had not

been treated with confidence by Lord G. G ne, whom
he charged with neglecfl of duty, in not co-operating in the

plans he had formed, nor liipplying him with the rein-

forcements he demanded •, neither paying that attention to

the requifitions which he made in favour of deferving offi-

cers, which the dignity of his ftation, and the nature of

the lervice demanded. He concluded by faying, that the

American war would never be carried on with effect,

while that noble lord had the direftion of it.

Is the nation thus to be abufed by venality, or ignorance,

after the vaft expence of blood and treafure v/e have been

at? Wifdom and difmtereftednels in government, ought

alone to fecure the fupport and allegiance of the people.

Z 2 CHAP.
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C H A P. XXL

Governor yohijiones correfpondence nvith certain Mem^
hers of the Congrefs.—Refolutions of Congrefs.—The de-

claration and appeal of our Commiffioners,—Englifh and
French naval preparations

»

—Tnuo Frenchfrigates taken.—Sea fight near Breji, between Admiral Keppel and
Count lyOrvilUers, French account of it, Obfer-

vations.

SEVERAL of the proceedings of the Commiffioners fenrt

to the American Congrefs, have already been men-
tioned, particularly thofe of Governor Johnflone, who had
opened an epiftolary correfpondence with certain indivi-

duals, refpedling public affairs.

By the declaration of Congrefs, dated the iithof Au-
guftj it appears that Mr. Johnftone on the preceding April,,

had written a letter to Jofeph Reed, Efq; one of the mem-
bers of Congrefs -, and on the 1 6th of June another letter

to Robert Morris, Efq; befides thefe, Mr. Reed declared,

that on the 21 ft of June he had alfo received a written

mefTage by a lady, in which it was infmuated, that it was
particularly wifhed, Mr. Reed's intereft might be obtained,

to promote the objefl of Mr. Johnftone's commiilion, in-

timating that government lliould take a favourable notice

of fuch a conduft ^ it could not be deemed improper j that

in this inftance Mr. Reed might have ten thoufand pounds

fteriing, and any office in the Colonies in his Majefty's

gift.

Mr. Reed's reply to this marked his integrity, as well

as his fmcerity in the caufe in which he was engaged : He
was not, he faid, worth purchafmg, but fuch as he was,

the King of Great Britain was not rich enough to do it I

How happy would it be for us, did the political prin-

ciples of our great men operate in the fame manner ! But
the fyftem of corruption now in force, and European re

finements permit us not to hope for fuch inftances of difin

tereftednefs.

In confequence of this very offenfive correfpondence,

Congrefs refolved, that it was a. dire(ft attempt to cor-

rupt
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rupt and bribe their members, and that they ought to de- 1778.
monftrate the moft pointed indignation againft luch daring '—v—

'

attrocious attempts to corrupt their integrity : Likewife,

that it was incompatible with the honour of Congrefs, to

hold any manner of intercourfe with the faid George John-
Hone, efpecially upon affairs where the caufe of liberty and
virtue (hould be interefled.

Our commiflioner's embafTy, could, after this, be of no
farther ufe, and in fome little time he departed from Ame-
rica. His information to government, and to parliament,

will, it is hoped, prove ufeful.

Our other remaining commiffioners, in a declaration they

publifhed, affirmed folemnly, that on their part, they had
no knowledge, diredfly or indiredly of what had pafTed

between Mr. Johnftone and the above named Mr. Morris

and Mr. Reed, until they faw the correfpondence publillied.

They afterwards charged Congrefs with their duplicity,

concerning the treaty with France, and infmcere negoci-

ations, when the pacific difpofition of the mother country

were known to them.

As it appeared evident to our Commiflioners, that no-

thing more could be done by treaty, on the 3d of October,

Lord Carlifle, -Sir Hpnry Clinton, and William Eden, Efq;

publifhed, what may be termed a manifeffo, or appeal to

the public refpe<fting the concefTions that were made by

Great Britain, and the condudl of Congrefs in the late ne-

gociation. It is full, and'diflinguifhed in fome parts, both

:by good fenfe and moderation *.

But

* For the fatisfa^ftion of the reader, the whole of this re

r

markable manifeflo is pubHfhed by the Editor.

MANIFESTO and PROCLAMATION.
To. the Members of the Congrefs, the Members of the Ge-

neral AfTemblies or Convention of the feveral Colonies, Plan-

tations and Provinces of New Hampfliire, Maffachufets Bay,

Rhode Ifland, Ccnneaicut, New York, New Jerfey, Penn-

fylvania, the Three Lower Counties on Delav/are, Mary-

land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor-

gia, and all others, free inhabitants of faid Colonies, of every

rank and denomination.

By the Earl of Carlifle, Sir Henry Clinton, and William Eden,

Efq; CommifTioners appointed by his Majefty, in purfuance

of an aft of parHament, made and pafTed in the i8th year of

Z 3
bi?
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lyjS. But it is time to turn to fome other particulars, in which
"^—V—

' we were very intimately concerned, and on which our

fafety

his Majefty^s reign, to enable his Majefty to appoint Commif-
(ioners to treat, conlult and agree, upon the means of quiet-

ing the diforders now fubfirting in certain of the Colonies,

Plantations, and Provinces of North America,

HAVING amply and repeatedly made known to the Con-
grefs, and having aifo proclaimed to the inhabitants of North-

America in general, the benevolent overtures of Great Britain

towards a re- union and coalition with her Colonies, we do not

think it confident either with the duty we owe to our country,

or with a juft regard to the charaders we bear, to perfifl: in hold-

ing out offers, which in our eftimation required only to be known
to be moll: gratefully accepted ; and we have accordingly, ex-

cepting only the commander in chief, who will be detained by

military duties refolved to go to England a few weeks after the

publication of this manifefto and proclamation.

Previous however, to this decifive ftep, we are led by a jufl

anxiety for the great objedls of our million to enlarge on fome

points which may not hav.e been fufficiently underftood, to reca-

pitulate to our fellow fubjedts the blellings which we are em-
powered to confer, and to warn them of the continued train of

evils to which they are at prefent blindly and obftinately expoiing

themfelves.

To the members of the Congrefs we again declare that we are

ready to concur in all fatisfadory aj^d jufl: arrangements for fe-

curing to them and their refpedive confl:ituents, the re-efl:ablifh-

ment of peace, with the exemption of any impofition of taxes by

the parliament of Great Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment

of every privilege ponfiftent with that union of interefl:s and

force on which our mutual profperity and the fafety of our com-

mon religion and liberties depend. We again affert that the

Members of the Congrefs were not authorifed by their confl:itu-

tion, either to rejedt our offers without the previous coniidcra-

tion and confent of the feveral afTemblies and conventions their

confliituents, or to refer us to pretended foreign treaties, which

they know were delufively framed in the firft inftance, and

which have never yet been ratified by the people of this Conti-

nent. And we once more remind the members of the Congrefs

that they are refponfible to their countrymen, to the world, and

to God, for the continuance of this war, and for all the miferies

with which it mufl: be attended.

To the general affembjies and conventions of the difTerent

colonies, plantations and provinces above mentioned, we now
feparately
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Safety in a great meafure depended, Thoiigh war had not 1778.
iDeen declared by Great Britain, on the acknowledgment of*

American

feparately malce the offers which we originally made to the Con-
grefs ; and we hereby call upon and urge them to meet exprefs-

ly for the purpofe of confidering whether every motive, political

as well as moral, fhould not decide their refolution to embrace
the occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition with Great-
Britain. It has not been, nor is it, our wifh, to feek the ob-

jeds which we are commiflioned to purfue by fomenting popular

divifions and partial cabals ; we think fuch condud would be ill

fuited to the generous nature of the offers made, and unbecom-
ing the dignity of the king and the dates which make them.
But it is hoth our wifh and our duty to encourage any men or

bodies of men in their return of loyalty to our foverei^n and of

affedlion to our fellow fubjedls.

To all others, free inhabitants of this once happy empire, we

.

alfo addrefs ourfelves. Such of them as are ailually in arms, of

whatfoever rank or defcription, will do well to recolle<ft, that the

grievances, whether real or impofed, which led them into this

rebellion have been for ever removed, and that the jufl occafion

is arrived of their returning to the clafs ofpeaceful citizens. But
if the honours of a military life are become their object, let them
feek thofe honours under the banners of their rightful fovereign,

and in fighting; the battles of the united Bri-tifh empire againft our

late mutual and natural enemy.

To thofe whofe profeflion it is to exercife the functions of re-

ligion on the Continent, it cannot furely be unknown, that the

foreign power with which the Congrefs is endeavouring to con-

ned them, has ever been averfe to toleration and inveterately

oppofedto the interefl and freedom of the places of worfhip which

they ferve ; and that Great Britain from whom they are for the

prefent feparated, muflboth from the principles of her conflltu-

tion and proteflantifm, be at all times the beft guardian to reli-

gious liberty, and moll difpofedto promote and extend It.

To all thofe who can eilimate the bleffings of peace and its in-

fluence over agriculture, arts and commerce, who can feel a juft

anxiety for the education and eftablifhment of their children, or

who can place a juft value on domeflic fecurity, we think it fuf-

ficient to obferve, that they are made by their leaders to continue

involved in all the calamities of war, without having cither ajuit

ohjed to purfue, or a fubfifting grievance which may not inflantly

be redrcffed.

But if there be any perfons who, diverted ofmiftaken refent-

^ents, and uninfluenced by felfilh interefls, really think that it

Z 4 is
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1778. American independence by France ; yet thefe powers made

*—v^—^ the moft vigorous efforts to iupport a fupremacy at fea.

England

is for the benefit of the colonies to feparate thetnfelves from

Great Britain, and t'lat fo ieparated they will find a conftitution

more mild, more free, and better calculated for their profperity

than that which they heretofore enjoyed and which we are dif"-

pofed and empowered to renew and improve ; with fuch perfons

we will not difpute a pcfition which feems to be fufficiently con^

tradi<5ted by the experience they have had. But we think it

right to leave them fully aware of the change which the main-^

taining of fuch a pofition muil make in the whole nature and fu-

ture condudt of this war ; more efpecially when to this pofition

rs added the pretended alliance with the court of France.—The
policy as well as the benignity of Great Britain have thus far

checked the extremes of war when they tended to diftrefs a peo-

ple ftill confidered as our fellow fubjeds, and to defolate a coun-

try fliortly to become again a fource of mutual advantage : But

when that country profefies the unnatural defign, not only of

eftranging herfelf from us, but of mortgaging herleif and her re-

fources to our enemies^ the whole conteft is changed ; and the

queflion is, how far Great Britain may, by every means in her

power deftroy or render ufelefs a connexion contrived for her

ruin, and for the aggrandizement of France. Under fuch cir-

cumflances the laws of felf prefervation muft dired the condudt

of Great Britain, and if the Britifh colonies are to become an

acceflion to France, v/ill diredt her to render that acceffion of as

little avail as poffible to her enemy.

If however there are any who think that notwithftanding thefe

reafonings the independence of the colonies will in the refult be

acknowledged by Great Britain, to them v/e anfwer without re-

ferve, that we neither pofTefs nor exped: powers for that pur-

pofe ; and that if Great Britain could ever have funk fo low as

to adopt fuch a meafure, we fhould not have thought ourfelves

compellable to be the inftrument in making a conceflion which

would in pur opinion be calamitous to the colonies for whom it

is made, and difgraceful as well as calamitous to the country

from which it is required. And we think proper to declare that

in this fpirit and fentiment we have regularly written from this

continent to Great Britain.

It will now become the Colonies in general to call to mind

their own folemn appeals to heaven in the beginning of this con-

teil, that they took arms only for the redrefs of grievances, and

that it would be their wifli as well as their interefl to remain for

rrcr connected with Great Britain. We again ailv them whether

all
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England had long maintained the empire of the ocean; 1778.
but with every exertion, the fleet for home defence, and \^/-v^sj

defigned

all their grievances, real or fuppofed, have not been amply and
fully redrefTed ; and we in fid that the offers we have made leave

nothing to be wifhcd in point of immediate liberty or permanent
fccurity : If thofe offers are now rejedted, we withdraw from
the exercife of a commifBon with which we have in vain been
honoured ; the fame liberality will no longer be due from Great
Britain, nor can it either in juftice or policy be expeded from
her.

In line, and for the fuller manifeftation as well of the difpo-

fition we bear, and of the gracious and generous purpofes of the

coramiffion under which we a^t, we hereby declare, that where-
as his Majefty in purfuance of an ad made and paffed in the i8th
feffion of parhament, entitled, " an act to enable his Majefty to

appoint Commiffioners with fuflicient powers, to treat, confult,

and agree upon the means of quieting the diforders now fubfift-

ing in certain of the Colonies, Plantations and provinces of
North America," having been pleafed to authorife and empower
us to grant pardon or pardons to any number or defcription of
perfons, within the Colonies, Plantations and Provinces of New
Hampfhire, MafTachufetts Bay, Rhode Ifland, Connecticut,

New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the three lower coun-

ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia ; and whereas the good effects of the faid

authorities and powers towards the people at large, would long

fmce have taken place, if a due ufe had been made of our firft

communications and overtures, and have thus far been fruflrated

only by the precipitate refolution of the members of the Con-
grefs not to treat with us, and by their declining to confult with

their conftituents .• We now. In making our appeal to thofe con-

ftituents and to the free inhabitants of this continent in general,

have determined to give to them what in oui opinion fhould have

been the firil: of thofe who appeared to have taken the manage-

ment of their intereds ; and adopt this mode of carrying the laid

authorities and powers into execution. We, " accordingly

hereby igrant and proclaim a pardon or pardons of all, and all

manner of treafons or mifprifion of treafons, by any perfon or

perfons, or by any number or defcription of perfons within the

faid Colonies, Plantations or Provinces, counfelled, counter-

manded, aded or done, on or before the date of this manifeflo

^nd proclamation.

And we further declare and proclaim, that If any perfon or

perfons, or any number or defcription of perfons within the faid

Colonies, Plantations and Provinces, nov/ aflually ferving in ei-

ther
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1778. defigned to cope with the French navy, little exceeded
^—V—

' 30 fhips of the line ; they were, in number, confiderably

inferior to thofe of the enemy.

This

ther a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, fhall at any time,

during the continuance of this manifefto and proclamation, "with-

draw himfelf or themfelves from fuch civil or military fervice,

and fhall continue from thenceforth peaceably as a good and faith-

ful fubjedi or fubjecls to his Majefty to demean himfelf or them-
felves, fuch perfon or perfons, or fuch number and defcripdon

of perfons, fhall become and be, fully entitled to, and hereby
obtain all the benefit of the pardon or pardons hereby granted ;

excepting only from the faid pardon or pardons every perfon, and
every number and defcription of perfons, who, after the date of

this manifeflo and proclamation, fhall, under the pretext of au-

thority, as judges, jurymen, minifters, or officers of civil juflice,

be initrurnental in executing and putting to death any of his Ma-
jefty's fubje(5t$- within the faid coloijies, Plantations and Pro-
vinces.

And we think proper farther to declare, that nothing herein

contained is meant, or fhall be conffcrued to fet at liberty any
perfon or perfons, now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who du-

ring the continuance of this rebellion fhall become a prifoner or

prifoners.

And we offer to the Colonies at large, or feparately, a general

or feparate peace, with the revival of their antient govern-

ments fecured againft any future infringements, and protect-

ed for ever from taxation by Great Britain. And with refpe<rt

to fuch farther regulations, whether civil^ military, or commer-
cial, as they may wifji to be framed and eftablifhed, we promife

all the concurrence and alTiftance that his Majefly's commifllon

authorifes and enables us to give.

And we declare that this Manifcflo and Proclamation fhall

continue, and be In force forty days from the date thereof, that

is to fay from the third day of October to the eleventh day of

November, both Inclufive.

And in order that the whole contents of }:his Manifeflp

and Proclamation may be more fully known, we fliall diredl co-

pies thereof both in the Englifh and German language to be tranf-

mitted by flags of truce to the Cungrefs, the general affemblies or

conventions of the Colonies, Plantations and Provinces. And
for the further fccurity in time? to come of the feveral perfons or

numbers or defcriptions of perfons who are or may be the objedls

of this Manifefto and Proclamation, we have fet our hands and

feals to thirteen copies thereof, and have tranfmitted the fame

to the thirteen Coloriies, Plantations, and Pro-^ rices above men-
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This fleet was Rationed between Breft and Ufhant. On

the 17 th two French fhips, with two tenders, were ob-
ferved reconnoitring; and Admiral Keppel direfted his

whole fquadron to give chace. In the evening, the Mil-
ford had got clofe along fide of a large French frigate, and
brought her to. The other was purfued by the Arethufa,

and Alert cutter, the Valiant and Monarch at fome dil-

tance aftern of them. This frigate for a fhort time, gave
battle to the Arethufa. She was called the Belle Poule,

and carried heavy metal. Her captain was requefted to

flrike, but refufed, and fired a whole broad fide into the

Arethufa : She was crippled, and loft her mainmafi. Cap-
tain Marfiial, her commander, could not get her head to-

wards the frigate, which in the mean while fet her fore-

fail,

tioned, and we are willing to hope that the whole of this Mani-*

fefto and Proclamation will be fairly and freely publifhed and cir-

culated for the immediate, general, and moil ferious confide-

ration and benefit of all his Majefty's fubjeds on this Continent.

And we earneftly exliort all perfons who by this inftrument

forthwith receive the benefit of the King's pardon, at the fame
time that they entertain a becoming fenfe of thefe lenient and
affectionate meafures, whereby they are pow freed from many
grievous charges which might have rifen in judgment or have

been brought in queftion againft them, to make a wife improve-

ment of the fituation in which this Manifefto and Proclamation

places them, and riot only to recolleft that a perfeverance in the

prefent rebellion, or any adherence to the treafonable connexion

attempted to be framed with a foreign power, will, after the

prefent grace extended, be confidered as primes of the moft ag-

gravated kind, but to vie with each other in eager and cordial

endeavours to fecure their own peace and promote and eftablifh

the profperity of their countrymen, and the general weal of the

empire.

And purfuant to his Majefiy's coramiHIon we hereby require

all officers civil and military, and all others his Majefty's loving

fubjefts whatfoever, to be aiding and aflifting unto us in the Ex
ecution of this our Manifefto and Proclamation and of all the

matters herein contained.

Given at New-York, this 3d day of Odober, 1778.

CARLISLE, (L. S)

H. CLINTON, (L. S)

WM. EDEN, (L. S)

By their Excellencies Command,
ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary,
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1778. fail, and flood into a fmall bay, where boats came, and

\y^>r>J towed her into fafety. The Arethufahad eight men killed,

and 36 wounded- In this aftion, captain MarfhaFs bra-

very and good conduft were confpicuous.

The wantonnefs of French perfidy was apparent in the

. commander of the frigate named the Licorne, which had

been taken •, fhe was obferved going upon a tack, when
one of our Ihips that attended her, fired a ihot acrofs, which

was immediately followed by the frigate's difcharging her

whole broadfide and mufquetry into the America 5 after

which, the French captain ftruck his colours. His beha-

viour merited the fire of the America man of war, but to

the lafling honour of the gallant Lord Longford, his hu-

manity and prudence prevailed over his refentment.

On the 1 8th of June, a French frigate of thirty-two

guns, (called the Pallas) with 220 men was taken by our

fleet, and likewife detained ; but feveral French merchant-

men were fuffered to proceed unmolefted.

Admiral Keppel on the 23d and 24th of July, had by

letters informed the Lords of the Admiralty, that with the

King*s fleet under his command, he was in purfuit of a nu-

merous fleet of French fhips of war. From that time to

the 27th, he had made ufe of every method to clofe with

them, keeping our fliips as clofe together as pofTible. At
length, on the 27th of July, the wind admitted of the van

of the King's fleet, leading up with, and cloiing with their

center and rear.

The French began firing upon the headmofl: of the vice

admiral Sir Robert Harland's divifion, and the fhips with

him, as they led up. This cannonade was quickly re-

turned by our fhips, as they could clofe up. The chace

had occafioned their being extended ; yet they were all

foon in battle.

The fleets being upon different tacks, pafled each other

very clofe. The objedf of the French feemed to be the dif-

abting of our fliips in their mafts and fails^ in which they

fo far fucceeded, as to prevent many fliips in the fleet from

being able to follow the admiral, when he wore to fland

after the French. This obliged him to wear again, to join

thofe fliips, and thereby allowed of the French forming

their fleet again, and to range it to a line to leeward of

pur fleet towards the clofe of the day : This, admiral Kep-

pel did not difcourage, but allowed, without firing upon

them, thinking, (as he exprefled it) that they meant hand-

fomely
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fomely to try their force with him next morning ; but, faid

Mr. Keppel, " they had been fo beat in the day, they

took advantage of the night to go off." He acknow-
ledged in his letter, that the fpirited condu(5l of vice admiral

Sir Robert Harland, vice admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer, and
the captains of the fleet, fupported by their officers and men,
deferved much commendation. In this engagement, we
had 133 men killed, and 373 wounded; but it is, per-

haps, the firil fea fight between the Engliih and French,
in which there were no fhips taken or deflroyed.

This affair was fpoken of in very different terms, or pro-

bably, in a great meafure, as the fpirit of party prompted.
The public was difappointed in their expectations from an
admiral of acknowledged fkill, and whofe courage had
been repeatedly tried. It were here abfurd to pafs a judg-

ment on a matter depending on nice circumflances ; and ef^

pecially as a court martial is akeady appointed to try our
admiral.

It is obfervable, that as ufual, the vanity of the French
caufed them to boafl a vicftory. In their account of this

engagement, they fay, that the King's fleet purfued that of
England, and conftantly offered them battle in the befl

order, from two in the afternoon till the next morning ;

but that the Englifh admiral availed himfelf of the dark-

nefs of the night to effedl his retreat, by carefully hiding

his fires, while all the King's fhips carried theirs, that

their pofition might be clearly perceived by the Englifh

army.

Thus fpeaks French falfhood and vanity. The number
of their killed and wounded hath not been afcertained, but

it is fuppofed their lofs far exceeded ours ; Some have af-

firmed that they loft above 120a men.

The refpe£^ive fleets went into port to be refitted ; but

it is obfervable, that admiral Keppel appeared firft at fea,

and that the French did not again think fit to fhew thera-

felves in force againft him.

CHAP-
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C H A I*. XXII.

Complaints of the Dutch. Mamfejlo publijhed by Lord
CarliJIe, Sir Henry ClifitoHy and JVilliam Eden, Efq.—
Protejied againjl.—An extractfrom Governor Levington^s

mejfage to the General AJJeinhly ofNew Jerfey.—Govern

nor jfohnjlone's lajl letter to Admiral Fergufon noticed,—
Gen, Lee fufpended.-' -Intentioti ofthe Editor,—Refec-
tiotis,—Conclufwn.

AS feveral Dutch Ihips had been feized with military

flores deiigned for the Colonics; the Burgomafters

of Dort, on the 6th of Nov. afTembled the committee of

merchants; and on the 7th and 9th, thofe of Amflerdam
and Rotterdam were fummoned to meet, in order to com-
municate the refokitions of their High MightinefTes, to

their petitions of redrefs againfl the EngHfh treatment of

their flag, and of the violence committed againfl: their pro-

perty. The committee of all the towns came into the fame

refolutions on this meafure.

Though it was the general opinion, that the Dutch had

carried on the mofl unfriendly illicit commerce, refpefting

Great Britain; yet their demands were marked by raflinefs

and arrogance, and in a ftyle, which but a few years fmce,

they would not have dared to ufe. The humbled flate of

Britain, induced miniflry to return an anfwer, by Lord
Suflblk, the mildnefs and equity of which, with fome fub-

fequent proceedings, cannot but fecure that harmony which

hath long fubflfted between that tenacious, felfifli republic,

and Great Britain : I haften from this humiliating fubje(St.

We have already mentioned the manifeflo, or appeal of

our commiflioners. That publiflied in America, and figned

Carlifle,—Eden,—and Chnton, has been reprobated in par-

liament, in the feverefl: terms; as in it, the dreadful ex-

tremes of war, and terrors of deva'ftation, are held out to

the unhappy people of America, without difcriminating be-

tween the innocent and the guilty.

The impolicy of it is evident, as it would QOt only foment

lafling refentments, but provoke to retaliation; a meafure

fo iniquitous, and difgraceful to civilization, that it ought

to be avoided as the peflilence itfelf.

The
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objecfl: of a juft war, is to obtain peace.The great object ot a jult war, is to

Should the extremes of it be let loofe, not to procure the

olive branch, but as the manifefto exprefTes it, if America
was to become an accelTion to France, to render that accef-

fion of as little avail as pofTible; this, furely, would be
to ravage, or deftroy an enemy, whom we had found our-
felves unable to conquer.

It was moved in the upper houfe, that an humble addrefs

be prefented to his Majefly, to exprefs the difpleafure of
the houfe at the aforefaid manifefto ; humbly beieeching his

Majefty that it may be difavowed. as containing matter in-

confiftent with the humanity and generous courage, which
at all times have diflinguifhed the Britifh nation, &c.

This being objefted to, by what is termed the court par-

ty, after an interefling debate, the queftion was put, and
negatived by thirty four majority I The bifhops of St.

Afaph, and Peterborough, to their great honour have uni-

formly oppofed the prefent deilruftive conteft: The former
joined in the proteft on this remarkable occaflon. But the

fpiritual bench, or minifters of the gofpel of peace fupported

by their fuffrages the manifeflo !

—

It were wrong not to give thofe illuflrious names which
appeared under this truly noble, and fpirited protefl : They
are as follow, viz.

Camden
Abergavenny
Portland

Abingdon
Beaulieu

Scarborough

Rockingham
Manchefler

Bolton

Fitzwilliam

Ferrers

Stanhope

J. St. Afaph
Richmond
Harcourt

Effingham

Wycombe
Tankerville

Ponfonby

Fortefcue

Grafton

Craven

De Ferrers

Devonfhire

Cholmondeley
Derbey
Foley

Radnor
Spencer

Egremont.

Such names!—with the forcible reafbns given, render it

a ftrong, and glorious proteft. For the fatisfaftion of

the reader, it is fubjoined in a note.

This,

DifTentlent,

ift. Becaufe the public law of nations, in affirmance of the

dl<flates of nature, and the precept of revealed religion, forbids

us
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1778. This, as far as I know, is the firfl war in which the
^

—

V—^ EngUfh name and arms have been tarni/hed by cruel deeds,

and

- US to refort to the extremities of war upon our own opinion of
their expediency, or in any cafe to carry on war for the purpofe
of defolation. We know that the rights of war are odious, and
inftead of being extended upon loofe conftru6lions and fpecula-

tions of danger, ought to be bound up and hmited by all the re-

ftraints of the moft rigorous conftrudion. We are fhocked to

fee the firft law of nature, felf-prefervation, pervened and abufed

into a principle deftrud:ive of all other laws; and a rule laid

down, by which oar own fafety is rendered incompatible with
the property of mankind. Thofe objefts of war which cannot

be compared by fair and honourable hoftility, ought not to be

compafled at all. An end that has no means, but fuch as are

unlawful, is an unlawful end. The manifefto exprefly founds

the change it announces from a qualified and mitigated war, to a

war of extremity and defolation, on the certainty that the pro-

vinces mufl be independent, and muil: become an acceffion to the

ftrength of the enemy. In the midft of the calamities, by which
our lofs of empire has been preceded and accompanied ; in the

midft of our apprehenfions for the farther calamities, which im-

pend over us, it is a matter of frefli grief and accumulated fhame,

to fee from a commiflion under the great feal of this kingdom, a

declaration for defolating a vaft continent, folely becaufe we had

not the wifdom to retain, or the power to fubdue it.

2dly, Becaufe the avowal of a deliberate purpofe of violating

the law of nations, muft give an alarm to every ftate in Europe.

All commonwealths have a concern in that law, and are its na-

tural avengers. At this time, furrounded by enemies, and def-

titute of all allies, is it unnecefTary tofliarpen and embitter the hof-

tility of declared foes, or to provoke the enmity of neutral ftates.

We truft that by the natural ftrength of this kingdom, we are fe-

cured from a foreign conqueft, but no nation is fecure from the

invafions and incurfions of enemies. And it feems to us the

height of frenzy, as well as v/ickednefs, to expofe this country

to cruel depredations, and other outrages, too fhocking to men-

tion (but which are all contained in the idea of the extremes of

war and defolation) by eftablifhing a falfe, fhameful, and perni-

cious maxim, that where we have no intereft to preferve, we are

called upon by neceflity to deftroy. This kingdom has long en-

joyed a profound internal peace, and has flourifhed above all

others in the arts and enjoyments of that happy ftate. It has

been the admiration of the world for its cultivation and its plenty;

for the comforts of the poor, the fplendor of the rich, and the

content and p^ofperity of ail. This fituation of fafety may be at-

tributed
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fomely to try their ^orcQ vf'ixh him next morning; but, faid 1778.

Mr. Keppel, " they had been fo beat in the day, they '—v—

'

took advantage of the night to go off." He acknow-

ledged in his letter, that the fpirited condudl: of vice-admiral

Sir Robert Harland, vice admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer, and

the captains of the fleet, fupported by their officers and men,

deferved much commendation. In this engagement, we
had 133 men killed, and 373 wounded; but it is, perhaps,

the firfl: fea fight between the Englifh and French, in which

there were no Ihips taken or deftroyed. The French in

their account publifhed by authority, confefs they had a

like number of killed and wounded.

A a CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIL

Complaints of the Dutch, and negotiations thereon—meeting

ofthe Parliament—^Debates on the Manifefo—Protefi of

Lords.

THE States of Holland' are bound by treaty to aflifl

Great Britain in cafe her dominions fhould be attack-

ed by a foreign enemy. In confequence of this, as foon

as the news arrived in London, that Dominica was taken

by the French,, the Britifh minifter at the Hague was or-

dered to demand from their High Mightineffes the flipula-

ted fuccours. To this requifition the fame anfwer was re-

ceived as when a like one had been made at the commence-

ment of the late war, on the landing of Richelieu in Minor-

ca, viz. The utter inability of the ftates to furnirn the aflif-

tance required, and the certain ruin they fhould draw upon

themfelves, by provoking the refentment of the French.

The Englifh miniftry however, expefted no other anfwer,

the requifition having been made only as a matter of courfe,

but fome tranfa<5lions in Holland previous to this demand,

fhewed fo unfavourable a difpofition in the people there

to England, as in times lefs critical or when affairs were

lefs perplexing, would have produced, if not a fpirited

memorial from the Britifh court, at leaft a parliamentary

difcuflion. The fafts were thefe

:

Several Dutch veffels laden with naval ftores for Breft

and Rochfort, were feized by the Englifh frigates in the

channel •, and a few with military ones for the rebellious Co-

lonies, in the American feas.

The Hollanders would, it is probable, with their ufual

phlegm have received accounts of thefe captures, and

perhaps in fome months after have made a remon-

flrance by their minifler ; but on this occafion, the emiffa-

ries of France and America were indefatigable ; every Cof-

fee-houfe in Amflerdam refounded with the indignities the

flag of the feven United Provinces daily fuffered from the

Englifh, and what was an argument of fiill greater weight,

that the Dutch trade was in danger, from the reftlefs and
im-
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irnmeafurable ambition of England^ whofe immoderate
thjrfl of wealth and power, fy^ixnlng every divine and hu-
man law, was glad of any pretence to fall upon her neigh-
bours, to repay herfelf by piracy and plunder for the domi-
nions in America her tyranny had loft hex.*

A & 2 They

* The court of Verfailles did net only epiplpy private eml/Taries

on this occafion, but their ambafiador at the Hague after a great
number of conferences with the StateSjdelivered the following me-
morial to their High MightinelTes, v.hich places in the ftrongeft

li^ht the policy of that infiduous court.

Memorial prefented by his excellency the duke de Vauguyon,
ambaflador of France to the States General of the United
Provinces of the Low Countries.

High and Puifliini Senators,

** THE opinion which theyking, my Mafler, has entertained,

that your high MightinelTes, animated v/ith a defire of perpetua-

ting the perfe(5t harmony which fiibrifls between France and the

States General, will, in the prefent circumftances, fcrupuloufly

adhere ,to the principles of abfolute neutrality, has induced his

majeft^; to comprehend the United Provinces in the regulation

which was made in the rnonth of July laft, concerning the com-
merce and navigation of neutral powers.

** His majefty has flill lefs reafon to doubt the perfeverence

of your High MightinelTes in thefe principles, after fo many af-

furaaiG^s given in claiming their captures, which are the founda-

:Ion and guarantee of the folidrepofe and profperityof therepubHc.

But his majefty, notwithftanding, wilhes to procure on this

leada more certain alTi.irance,and it is with this view that his majefty

las ordered me to demand of your High MightinelTes a clear and

pecific explanation of your ulterior determinations, and fo to

late them, thathi^ majefty maybe enabled to judge whether they

end to maintain ,or annul .the xcclprocaj regulations which h\s

Hiyefty would wIfliJ:o confoli.date.

'" The better to explain his majefty's views and Intentions

your High MightiaeiTes, I have the honour of notIf}''Ing to

'i)u,, that the King my mafter flatters himfelf, that your anfwer

this memorial will preferve the flag of the United provinces,

U the liberty which of right belongs to them asan indepen-

;snt ftAte,,-ao:d to their comroerce ,ail,the refpecS which is du?

y the law of nations, and the faith of treatie*?.

A a 2 "The
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They fhcceeded, feveral meetings of the merchants were

called by the Burgomafters of Amfterdam, Rotterdam and

Dort early in November •, addrefles to the States General

from each of thefe places were prefented, fome of them in

terms fo injurious to England, that it was ealy to difccrn

who were the infligators. The States comphedwith the po-

pular clamour, and though it is known the Englifti interefl

preponderates in that affembly, the memorial prefented by

their ambaflador at London was conceived in a tone and

flyle fo arrogant, as a few years before would have provok-

ed the national refentment ; but this was no time for enga-»

ging in further troubles : the fecretary for the Northern

department, [The Earl of Suffolk] therefore gave a mild

and candid anfwer, promifmg that the flricteft attention

fhould be paid, to the obfervance of the neutrality between

Great Britain and the States of Holland. He then proceed-

ed to inform their High Mightineffes, with the condudl of

France which had given occafion to the prefent hoftilities,

and fpread the flame of war from the American coafts to

the European feas :
" That his majefty, without any pro-

" vocation on his part, and by a train of infiduous, unjuft

** proceedings, on the part of the court of France, finds

" himfelf actually engaged in hoflilities againfl the mofl
*' Chriflian king ; who, as all Europe ought to have feen

" with aftonifhment and indignation, in the midfl of the

** moft formal and often repeated afliirances of the moft
" perfect amity, and moil pacific difpofitions, hath viola-

** ted the publick faith, and the rights of Sovereigns, by
** declaring the rebellious fubjefls of another power to

" be independent States, merely becaufe thofe fubje(51:s have
" thought proper to call themfelves fach ; and to invite the

powers

** The leafi derogation from thofe principles of neutrality you

have profefTed, will betray a partiality, the confequence of which

will incur the neceflity of putting an end to not only the advan-

tages his majefty promifles to your flag in cafe of a ftrift obfer-

vance of this neutrality; but alfo the effential favours andbenefits

which the commerce of the United provinces enjoy in all the

ports of this kingdom.
" This memorial is prefented without any other motive than

to fhew the good will and affedion of his majefty for your High
Mightineffes."

Hague Dec, 8, 1778.
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*' powers difpofed to profit by their rebellion, to join in 1778.

confederacy with them. This unjuft aggreffion, repre- ^w^rv^
fented by the court of France, as being a natural and ad-
vantageous advance towards the intereft of her com-
merce, hath been followed by hoftilities ftill more vio-

lent, ftiii more public, namely by fending a fleet to

America, in fupport of his Majedy's rebellious -fubje(6fs,

and that too, before the king of Great Britain had taken
" any other fteps than that of recalling his ambaffador from
" Paris."
1

-The next., article in this anf\yjer contains a conceiTion on
the part of the Britifli court, that in,any other'circumflan-

ces, would have been looked. upon, as highly derogatory

to the majeify of the monarch, and ihamefully humiliating

to a nation, that holds fo eminent a rank among the powers
of Europe: " His majefly, fenfible of the extraordinary
*' manner in which he hath been fuddenly engaged in an,

" actual war, and of the fhort notice which the fubiedls,

^' of their High Mightineifes could have of this event as
^* it is alleged ; is difpofed, and ready to purchase
"at a fair valuation the naval flores which have been cap-

*-f tured, and are aflually in the different ports of Great
^^ Britain, aboard veffels appertaining to the fubje(n:s of
*' the Republic , to pay the freight of the cargoes and to

"indemnify the proptietors in all their juft expences
*' and damages occafioned by the detention of their veflels ;

" and his majeffy will give inlfruclions to his ambafTador
" to enter upon a negotiation with the rninifter of the re-

** public, to the end that an arrangement be m.ade for the

*^ future, upon the principles of equity and friendihip,

*f;.fuch as is meet between fuch good and antient allies."

-While thefe matters were tranra<Sting, the fefllon of Par-

liament was opened at Weftminfter November 26, with a

fpeech from the Throne in which his majefly acquainted the

Houfes with the fituation of aifairs in the follov/ing \vords.

" In the time of profound peace, without pretence of

provocation or colour of complaint, the court of Franc-e

hath not forborne to diflurb the public tranquility, in .vio-

lation of the faith of treaties, and -the general rights of io-

vereigns, at firff by the clandeftine lupply of aFm.s-and

other aid to my revolted fubje61:s in North Americaj after-

wards bv avowing openly their fiipport, and entering-into

A a :» for-
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if^jS^. fferttiati dngageffleilfs with the leaders of the rebellion, and
K><i^'<J at l^iigth^ by committing 6pcn. hoililities and depradation§

on my fiidifalfubjs*fts, and by an aftual invafion of my do-

minions in America and the Weft Indies.

" It isj J truil, unnecefTary for me to afTure you, that

the fame care and concern for the happineis of my people,

which induced me to endeavour to preventthe calamities of
-^var, will make me defirous to fee a relforation of the

b'leillngs of peace, whenever it can be effected with perfect

honour, and with fecurity to the rights ofthis country.
^' In the mean time, I have not neglected to take the pro*

per and neceifary meafures for difappointing the malig-

nant defigns of our enemies, and alio for making general

teprifals j and although niy eilbrts have not been attended

with all the fuGcefs, which the juftice of ourcaufe and the

^igdurof our exertions feeitled to promiie, yettheexten-
ilve commerce ofmy fubje^s has been protedfed in moft of

its branches, and large reprifals has been m.ade upon fchd

injurious aggreiror&, by the vigilence of my fleets, and by
th6 a6live and enterprizing fpirit ofmy people* -^

'"

" Thegreat armaments of other powers, however friendly

arid iincere their profelTions, however jufl anci honourable

thfeir purpofes, muft necelTarily engage our attention.

*^ It would have afforded me very great fatisfaftion t6

have informed you that the conciliatory meafures planned

,
by the wifdom knd temper of parliament, had taken the de-

fired efFe^l, and brought the troubles in North America to

2[ happy conclufion.

- ^* In this fituation of affairs, the national honour and
fecurity, call fo loudly upon us for the mofl active exerti-r

ens, that I cannot doubt of your heartieft concurrence and
fupport. From the vigour of my councils, and the con-

dudl and intrepidity of my officers and forces by fea and
land, I hope under the bleffmg of God, to derive the

means of vindicating and maintaining the honour of my
crown, and the interefls of my people, againll all our

enemies.

"

AddrefTes as ufual, ecchoing the fpeech, were moved for

in both houfes, and after much debate and the introdu6lion

of much extraneous matter, thofe of the kings friends were
carried in the upper houfe, 67 to 35 and in the lower 226
to'i-o^.'

An
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An adjournment fucceeded the prefenting of the addrefF-

es. When the houfes met again [Dec. 4] the Marquis of
Rockingham, in the Lord's, rofe and holding a paper in his

hand, laid it was the proclamation or manifeito of the com-
miflioners in America, a proclamation, he faid, contrary to

humanity, chriftianity and every idea of virtuous policy.

He appologized for bringing a ftate-paper into the houle in

that unufual manner, but hoped in fo urgent a matter as

the prelent, when the proclamation M^as i'o univerlaily al-

lowed to be authentic, this form would be overlooked, and
the confideration of it entered into. The Law-lords howe-
ver differed from him on this fubje^i:, and after fome ihort

converlation his lordfhip fubmitted to their opinion and
therefore moved " That an humble addrefs be prefented to
^' his majefty, that he would be graciouily plealed to order
" the proper officers to lay before the houfe ail papers
" printed by authority of the commiffioners in America."

which motion being agreed to, the papers demanded were
on the 7 th of December produced by Lord Wey-
mouth.

The Marquis of Rockingham, after condemning in the

feverefl terms the barbarity and dangerous policy that in-

fpired this proclamation, which v/ould inevitably provoke

retaliation, not only from America but from her nev/ ally,

and eftabiifti a precedent of cruelty, whole effects we
might feel at a future day from other beligerant powers ;

called upon the houfe alfo to con/ider that if even humanity

was out of the queftion, our own coafts were too much
expofed to attempt ib dangerous an experiment : the alarm

at Lord Selkirk's by Paul Jones was a proof that we were

vulnerable. If no defolation was committed then, it was

owing to the humanity of our enemy, not to the impoin-

bility of effefting it. The latter alarni at Newcaftle, though

not of fo ferious a nature, evinced how eafy it would be to

wafte and defcfoy our country. What if France and Ame-

rica were to adopt a fimilar fyftem In the Weft-Lndia illands ?

If they were to burn down and lay wafte the Plantations in

Jamaica, the wealth of England could not repair the injury.

What would be an irrepairable lofs to us would be an in-

valuable acquifition to France : for by deflroying our fogar-

works, her iflands would have the whole monopoly of the

fugar-trade, the People of Jamaica were fo fenfible of tlieir

danger in this point, that when the buccaneers inlefted their

coails, a planter who cultivated fugar-canes v/itWn leven

Aa 4 ^^
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177S. or eight miles of the fea was generally ejfleemed a madman,

\^rr^^ and no lefs than that fpace of wood-land was thought a fuf-

ficient defence againft their devaftations. The precaution

ceafed at the fuppreilion of the Buccaneers, but the mad-

nefs of adminillratlon feemed determined to revive thofe

times of cruelty and plunder.

Such conduft, he continued, was calculated to eftrange

from this country the minds of our Wefl-India fubjedls.

How different the virtue or policy of France ? fee it in the

capitulation of Dominica ; that liland upon whofe fortifica-

tions fo much money had been expended, and for whole

defence fo fmall a number of men was provided ! fuch a

capitulation as was never heard of before! a capitulation

which referved to the inhabitants not only their property,

laws, and religion, but even a right of appeal to the judi-

cature of Great-Britain.

This bold and noble policy he faid called to mind what

happened during laft war when we were about to attack

Martinique, One of the officers afked the French agent at

Guadaloupe, ** Did he think the force we were lending

againfl that place would be fufficient to do the bufmefs?

upon which the agent replied, there was no doubt of our

fuccefs if the force was but jufl great enough to check the

military power there, for as the inhabitants were held in fb

miferable a ftate of oppreffion, they would rejoice in the

fuccefs of our arms."

After many other pointed obfervations the Marquis con-

cluded his fpeech with a motion. ** That an addrefs be
'* prefented to his Majefty, flating the difpleafure of the

*^ houfe at certain parts of the proclamation then before

*' them; which were dei]:ru,(5t:ive of humanity, fubverfive

*' of the chriflian religion, and di(Si:ated by an adminiftra-

** tion, the bafis of v/hofe condu6t was corruption ! and
*' praying that his Majefty would graciouHy caufe the fame
.*' to be publicly difclaimed and contradicted ; as the faid

*^ proclamation was not warranted by parliament, and
'^ could not poflibly be authorized, allowed and counte-

.^* nanced by his Majefly."

This motion was warmly fupported by the lords of the

minority: the biihop of Peterborough in particular, who
jobferved " that there was but one principle on which a war
of any fpecies could be reconciled to a Chriftian mind : and

that was, a view to obtain a jufi: and honourable peace.

The proclamation then in agitation had coufeffedly no fuch

objecl.
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objeft. The devaflations denounced by it, were to be the

coiifequence of a failure in every hope of peace and recon-

ciliation. The extremes of M^ar were to be let loofe, not to

.obtain peace ; but as the manifefto exprefles it, " if Ame-
" rica was to become an accelHon to France, to render
*' that acceffion of as little avail as pofnble." This was,
in plain Englifti, to ravage and deflroy in mad and vengeful

defpair, the enemy, whom v/e found ourfelves unable to

conquer.
'^ The enemies of the nam.e of Chrift had hitherto been

obliged to confefs, that it was a peculiar excellence in the

Chriflian religion to have fet limits to the hcrrcrs of war,

and confined the cruelties of military maflacres within certain

bounds. Was it then referved for Great Britain to fet the

firil: example of returning to the primitive barbarities of

war ! If government perfifled in the inhum.an purpofe, he
advifed them to flop the propagation of Chriflianity amongft
the ravages, and entreated them, if thofe poor unenlight-

ened wretches were Aill to be employed in the works of

blood and rapine, not to deprive them of their IGNO-
RANCE the only plea which they had now to urge

for their barbarities at the throne of grace."

On the other hand the lords in adminiflration contended;

that the proclamation meant no more than that the war
which had hitherto been carried on againfl America, and

had been condu6fed in a mode very different from the ri-

gours generally ufed againfl belligerant powers, fhould in

future be carried on as if it were againft the natural cnemxy

vvith v/hich fhe had allied herfelf.-^ That the Proclama-

tion pointed out the bleflings which America enjoyed, and

might ffill enjoy under Eritifh Government, and the mlfe-

ries llie had fuffered, and muft yet fuffer, if ilie perfjfted

in ieje6J:ing our connection, and in luch plain and obvious

language, that nothing leis than faftion could put fuch

odious conrrru<fi:ions on it, for the purpofe of deluding the

vulgar, with idle fuggeftions and falfe apprehenfions.

That if America v/as to become a place of arms, and re

-

fource of our natural enemy, it was but jufl and politic to

difmantle her forts, deflroy her harbours and render her

in every refpect unfit to give protection or fhelter to the

foe. Such feverities vrere neceffary even towards France,

and by joining v/ith that power in an ofTenfive and defenfive

war, America could net expect icfs-j that fhe dtferved

greater feverities at our hands, for fuch an unnatural junc-

tion
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tion againft us. She was leagued with France, not merely

to proteft her own independence but for our determined

deilru^tion ; to talk of peace with her now was chimerical,

if v/e give up the Colonies, we mull give up the Wefl-

Indies, Florida, Nova-Scotia and the fillieries, and in ihort

the empire of the fea I

During this debate which lafled to a very late hour, lord

Stormont, the late ambalTador at the court of Verfailles,

being called upon to declare, if he had not given fuch time-

ly intimation to the miniftry of the defigns of France as

might have enabled them to prevent the failing of the French

fleet to America, he rofe, and after obferving the impro-

priety of calling upon him, who from the office he lately

held was bound to fecrecy, declared, that however he

thought he might without any breach of his obligation,

fay this much on the occafion for the fatisfaftion of the

houfe and in juflice to himfelf ; That he had early received

and communicated intelligence of the defigns of France,

and her hoflile views ; that her treaty with America pub-

lilhed at Verfailles was not her only one, there was another

whofe fubjeft is the total deArudlion of Great-Britain, for

they have even apportioned the parts our dominions which

are to belong to France and v/hich are to belong to Ame-
rica.

The queftion on the motion being at lait put there ap^

fseared

Contents [with proxies] '— -^ 37

Not Contents, ditto —— 7

1

Majority againfl the motion — 34

The next day the following protell againft the vote was

entered on the Journals.

Diflentient,

ill. Becaufe the public law of nations, in aiFirmance of the

di<9;ates of nature, and the precepts of revealed religion, forbids

us to refort to the extremities of war upon our own opinion of

their expediency, or in any cafe to carry on war for the purpofe

of defolation. We know that the rights of war are odious, and

inftead of being extended upon loofe conflrudions and fpecula-

tions of danger, ought to be bound up and limited by all the re-

ftraints of the mofc rigorous conftrudion. We are (hacked to

fee
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fee a principle deilrudive of all other laws; and a rule laid

down, by which our own fafety is rendered incompatible with
the property of mankind. Thofe objeds of war which cannot
be compaffed by fair and honourable horrility, ought not to be
compaiTed at all. An end that has no means, but fuch as are
unlawful, is an unlawful end. The manifeflo exprefly founds
the charge, it announces from a qualified and mitigated war, a
war of extremity and defolation, on the certainty that the pro-
vinces rauft be independent, and mud become an acceflion to the
ftrength of the enemy. In the midil of the calamities, by which
our lofs of empire has been preceded and accompanied ; in the
niidft of our apprehenfions for the farther calamities, which im-
pend over us, it is a matter of frefh griefand accumulated fhame,
to fee from a commiiTion under the great feal of this kingdom, a
declaration for defolating a vaft continent, folely becaufe we had
cor th« wifdom to retain, or the power to fubdue it.

• 2dly, Becaufe the avowal of a deliberate purpofe of violating

"the lavv- of nations, mufl give an alarm to every ftate in Europe.
All commonwealths have a concern in that law, and are its na-

tural avengers. At this time, furrounded by enemies, and def-

titute of all allies, it is unneceffary to fharpen and embitter tlie

hoftility of declared foes, or to provoke the enmity of neutral

ftates. We truH that by the natural flrength of this kingdom, we
are fecured from a foreign conquell, but no nation is fecure from
the invafions and incurfions of enemies. And it feems to us the

height of frenzy, as well as wickednefs, to expofe this country
to cruel depredations, and other outrages, too ihocking to men-
tion (but which are all contained in the idea of the extremes of
war and defolation) by eftablifning a falfe, fliameful, and perni-

cious maxim, that where we have no interefl to preferve, we are

called upon by neceffity to deifroy. This kingdom has long en-

joyed a profound internal peace, and has fiourifhed above all

others in the arts and enjoyments of that happy ftate. It has

been the admiration of the world for its cultivation and its plenty;

for the comforts of the poor, the fplendor of the rich, and the

content and profperity of all. This fituation of fafety may be at-

tributed to the greatnefs of our pov/er. It is more becoming,

and more true, that we ought to attribute that fafety, and the

pov/er which procured it, to the ancient juflice, honour, huma-
nity, and generofity of this kingdom, which brought dov/n the

bleffing of Providence on a people v/ho made their profperity a

benefit to the world, and interefted all nations in their fortune

;

v/hofe example of mildnefs and benignity at once humanized
others, and rendered itfelf inviolable. In departing from thefe

folid principles, and vainly trulHng to the fragility of human
ibrce, and to the efficacy of arms, rendered impotent by their

jerverlion, v/c lay down principles, and furnifh examples of the

mod

C359
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mofl: atrocious barbarity. We are to dread that all our power,

peace, and opulence, fliould vanllh like a dream, and that the

cruelties which we think fafe to exercife, becaufe their immedi-
ate object is remote, may be brought to the coafts, perhaps to

the bofom of this kingdom.

3dly. Becaufe, if the explanation given in debate, be ex-

preffive of the true fenfe of the article in the manlfefto, fuch ex-

planation ought to be made, and by as high authority as that un-

der which the exceptionable article was originally publifhed. The
natural and obvious fenfe indicates, that the extremes of war
had hitherto been checked; that his majefty's generals had hi-

therto foreborne (upon principles of benignity and pohcy) to de-

folate the country ; but that the whole nature, and future con-

duit of the war, muft be changed. In order to render the Ame-
rican accellion of as little avail to France as poflible. This, In

our apprehenfions, conveys a menace of carrying the war to

extremes, and to defolation, or it means nothing. And as fomc

fpeeches in the houfe (however palliated) and as fome ails of

lingular cruelty, and perfedly conformable to the apparent ideas

in the manlfefto, have lately been exercifed, it becomes the more
neceflary, for the honour and fafety of this nation, that this ex-

planation fhould be made. As it is refufed, we have only to

clear ourfelves to our confclences, to our country, to our neigh-

bours, and to every individual who may fuffer in confequence of

this atrocious menace, of all part in the guilt, or in the evils

that may become its punifliment. And we choofc to draw our-

felves out, and to dlftlnguilh ourfelves to pofterlty, as not being

the firft to renew, to approve, or to tolerate the return of that

ferocity and barbarifm in war, which a beneficent religion, en-

lightened manners, and true military honour, had for a long

tirae banilhed from the Chriftian world.

Camden
Abergavenny
Portland

Abingdon
Beaulieu

Scarborough

Rockingham
Manchefler

Bolton

Fitzwilliam

Signed.

Ferrers

Stanhope

J. St. Afaph
Richmond
Harcourt

Effingham

Wycombe
Tankerville

Ponfonby

Fortcfcue

Grafton

Craven

De Ferrers

Devonlhire

Cholmondeley

Derbey
Foley

Radnor
Spencer

Egremont,

A fimi-
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A fimilar motion for an addrefs was made the fame day

in the houfe of commons, and a long debate much on the

fame ground enfued, after which there appeared on a

divifion.

Ayes for the motion 122

Noes 209

Majority againft it 87

\

'

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIII.

MortijicattoTis fuffered hy the Commtjftoneis, Marquis

de la Fayette challenges lord Carlijle. Manifejlo.

Bojion blocked hy Byron. Dreadful Jiorm and lofs of

Etiglfh fh'ips. UEftaing failsfrom Boflon,

THE contempt with which every effort made by the

Britifh Commiffioners to open a negotiation with the

Congrefs and people of America, had been treated with,

was not the only mortification they were defigned to fnffer.

The reprobation of their commiffion was attended with ma-

ny perfonal indignities and affronts; their letters to perfons,

formerly their intimate acquaintances, were returned to

them unanfwered, or if they received any, it was worded

with fuch coldnels and indifference, as, evinced, that every

friendly difpofition was abfdrpt in the temper of the times,

and that the prefent contefl, like that between brothers,

was the more rancourous from their former connection.

Nor was it of their acquaintances alone they had reaibn

to complain, there was not anaftion of their lives that could

give colour to malignity, that was not aggravated in the

American prints, to a magnitude of deformity. The at-

tempt pretended to have been made by Mr« Johnflone to

bribe one of the members of the Congrefs, as was mention-

ed in a former chapter, was publifhed through the Conti-

nent, and his name held in deteftation as one who endea-

voured to introduce the fyflem of corruption, that fo fataU

ly has fapped the fabric of the Britifh Conftitution, acrof;

the Atlantic.

Amid this public execration of the CominifTioners, the

french Marquis de la Fayette, whofe military talents have

juftly raifed him to a considerable rank in the American ar-

my, thought himfelf perfonally injured, by the refieClions

caft on his country, in the letter from the Commiffioners

to the Congrefs of the 26th of Augufl: : fired with the fup-

pofed indignity he wrote a challenge to lord Carlifle, which

witli his lordfhip's anfwer is here fubjoined.

The
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1778.
The Marquis De La Fayette to the Earl of Carlifle. K^^s-^^

^' I did not hitherto believe, my lord, that I ever fhould

have occafion to meet you but on the footing of politenefs,

except at the head of the troops which we reipedlively com-
mand. Your letter of the 26th of Auguft, to the Con-
grefs of the United States, and the infulting expreiTion on
my country, which you there have figned, could alone

have given me caufe to quarrel with you. I do not deign

to refute the charge, my lord, but I defire to punifn it.

It is from you, as chief of the commiffion, that I demand
a reparation as public as hath been the offence, and which
mufl give the lie to the expreflion you have ufed. I fhould

not have delayed this demand fo long if your letter had
reached me fooner. My occafions call me from hence for

a few days, but on my return I hope to find your anfwer.

Mr. Gimot, a French officer, will fettle the time and place

of our meeting to fuit your conveniency. I do not doubt

but that, for the honour of his compatriot, general Clinton

will attend you to the field.

As to me, my lord, it is indifferent who attends you,

provided that, to the glory of being a Frenchman, I join

that of proving to a gentleman of your country, that no

one dares to infult mine, unpunilhed.

(Signed) LA FAYETTE.

To the Marquis de la FAYETTE.

« SIR,
** I have received your letter tranfmitted to me from M.

Gimot, and I confefs I find it difficult to return a ferious

anfwer to its contents. The only one that can be expe<n:ed

from me as the king's commifTioner, and which you ought

to have known, is, that I do, and ever fhall confider my-

felf folely refponfible to my country and king, and not to

any individual for my public conduct and language. As
for any opinion or expreffions contained in any publications

iffued under the commiffion, in which I have the honour to

be named, unlefs they are retra6Ved in pubUc, you may be

afTured I fhall never, in any change of fituation, be difpofed

to give an account of them, much lefs recal them in private.

The injury alluded to in the correfpondence of the king's

commiffioners to Congrefs, I mufl remind you is not of a

private
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private nature, and I conceive all national difputes will be
beft decided b}^ the meeting of admiral Byron and count

d'Ellaing.

(Signed), CARLISLE.
New-York, 06t. 11,1778.

The manifeflo publifhed by the commillioners the 3d of

0<5lober at New York, as before recited ; was immediately

laid before Congrefs, and became the fubje(5l of difquifition,

not whether any of the offers in it, fhould be accepted, no

member being hardy enough even to propofe the moft dif-

tant motion that might lead to a confideration of them, but

how any effeft on the minds of the people which the con-

ceilions propofed, or the threats denounced therein fhould

have, might be beft counteracted. Some propofed that no

notice fliouid be taken of it, but that it fhould be treated

with the fame filent contempt with former overtures ; on

the other hand, it was contended ,that weak minds might be

alarmed at the extreme of war it threatened, and lukewarm
individuals allured by the fpecious tender of peace and liber-

ty it held out; that therefore it was proper and neceflary

that fome counter-proclamation or manifefto fhould ifTue.

The majority were of this opinion; in confeq^uence of which

the following Manifefto appeared

:

By the Congrefs of the .united States of America.MANIFESTO.
** THESE United States having been driven to hoftili-

ties by the oppreffive and tyrannous meafures of Great

Britain; having been compelled to commit the efTential

rights of man to the decifion of arms ; and having been at

length forced to fhake off a yoke which had grown too

burthenfome to hear, they declared themfelves free and in-

dependent.
" Confiding in the juftice of their caufe ; confiding in

Him who difpofes of human events, although weak and

unimproved, they fet the power of their enemies at defiance.

*' In this confidence they have continued, through the

various fortune of three bloody campaigns, unawed by the

power, unfubdued by the barbarity of their foes. Their

virtuous citizens have borne, without repining, the lofs of

many things which made life defirable. Their brave troops

have patiently endured the hardfhips and dangers of a fitu-

-ation, fruitful in both, beyond example.
« The
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" The Congrefs confidering themfelves bound to love

' their enemies, as children of that being who is equally the

Father of all, and defirous, fince they could not prevent,

at leaft to alleviate the calamities of war, have ftudied to

fpare thofe who were in arms againft them, and to lighten

the chains of captivity.

" The conduct of thofe ferving under the King of Great
Britain, hath, with fome few exceptions, been diametrical-

ly oppofite. They have laid wafte the open country, burn-
ed the defencelefs villages, and butchered the citizens

of America. Their prifons have been the flaughter-houfes

of her foldiers, their fhips of her feamen, and the fevereft

injuries have been aggravated by the grofTell infults.

" Foiled in their vain attempt to fubjugate the uncon-
querable fpirit of freedom, they have meanly affailed the

reprefentatives of America with bribes, with deceit, and
the fervility of adulation. They have made a mock of hu-

manity, by the Vv^anton deAruiflion of men; they have made
a mock of religion, by impious appeals to God, whilfl in

violation of his facred commands ; they have made a mock
even of reafon itfelf, by endeavouring to prove, that the

liberty and happinefs of America could fafely be entrufted to

thofe who h2iVQfold their owfi, unav/ed by the fenfe of vir-

tue, or of fhame.
" Treated with the contempt which fuch conduct de-

ferved, they have applied to individuals; they have folicited

them to break the bonds of allegiance, and imbrue their

fouls with the blackeft of crimes: but fearing that none

could be found through the United States, equal to the

wickednefs of their purpofe, to influence weak minds, they

have threatened m^ore wide devaftation.

" While the fliadow of hope remained, that our enemies

could be taught by our exam.ple to refpefl laws which are

held facred among civilized nations, and to comply with

the didlates of a religion which they pretend in common
with us to believe and revere, they have been left to the in-

fluence of that religion, and that example. But fmce their

incorrigible difpofiticns cannot be touched by kindnefs and

compaifion, it becomes our duty by other m.eans to vindicate

the rights of humanity.

*'.We therefore the Congrefs of the United States in A-

merica, BO Solemnly Declare and Proclaim,
That if our enemies prefume to execute their threats, or

B b peril ft
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177^, pfctfift in feir ptefent carreer of barbarity we will take fuch

^--^v—' exemplary vfengeance as fliall deter others from a like con^

** We appeal to that God who fearcheth the hearts of

jnefi, for ^the re6titude of our intantions. And In his

holy prefence we declare that as we are not moved by any

light a!nd liafty iuggeftions of anger or revenge, {o through

•every poflibk'change of fortune we will adhere to this our

determin^tibn.
^^ DONE in Congrefs by unanimous confent, the

** thirteenth day of October, one thoufand ievcn

" hundred and feventy eight.

'* Atteft.

*f Gh arLE s Tk o"M p s n, Secf'etary,

Whilfe thofe matters were tranfa<fting on fhore, admiral

Kov. 2. Byrdn, nowjoinedby hisfcattered fhips, and four fMps of

the line of the fleet lately under the comnoand of Lor<i

Howe, refmained off Bofton 5 and though the winter was

now fetting in with its ufnal inclemency on that ftormy and

dangerous coaft, yet this brave commander knowing what

importance it was to the fervice, that the motions of fo pow-

erful an armament as the fleet under comte D'Eftaing

fliould be clofely watched, refolved to keep his ftation

.'as long as there was a pofTibility of doing it with fafety :

"to this, he wasftill the more induced, by certain informa-

tions, that the French fleet were completely refitted and

ready for failing, accompanied by feveral American ftorefliips,

on a fecret expedition.

Byron's fhips, though the repairs they had received fmce

their arrival on the coaft of America were but flight, and

the crews much reduced by the inceflant fatigues they had

undergone, were yet in tolerable condition ; and their num-
ber being fuperior to the French, there islittle doubtbut if the

enemy liad come out of Bofl:on any time in Oftober, the

Britiili flag Vr'ould have triumphed, and an end have been put

to the hoflile operations of D'Eftaing*s fleet in this part of

the world. But on the fecond of November, the wind
which aithis feafon ufiialy blows from the North-Wefl:, fud-

denly ihiftcu to a violent and heavy gale from the Eaft,blowing

dircftly on the coaft. Seamen alone can conceive the hor-

ror of luch a fltuation, and the difficulty the beft fliips and
moft experienced Tailors have to efcape, when a ruthlefs

tempeft added to the mountainous fwell of the vaft Atlantic,

yrges their deftru6lion: the Somerfet of 64 guns, the Corn-

wall
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wal of 74 and Zebra Hoop, were fo entangled with the coafl,

that they could not dear it, and were in conre<5uence
driven on Ihore and beat to pieces ; great part of the
crews perifhed, the remainder got on land, where it is faid,

they were treated by the Americans with humanity*
The ftorm continued with unremitting fury all the next

day, but on the following, which was the 4th the wind
without abadng much of its violence, after veering round
the compais, fettled at the wefl ; of which circumftance

the French Admiral availing himfelf, failed out of Boflon>
and was defcried on the 7th by the Culioden of 74 guns,
one of Byron's fleet, Ifeering to the foutheaft -, but the
wind was ftill {o tempcftuous that they pafTed clofe by the

Englifli Ihip without taking any notice of her j one of the

American llore Ihips however v»'hich lagged behind the

fleet was flred upon by the Culioden, made a prize of and
fent into New-York : After which, this Ihip of war for fe-

veral days vainly attempted to regain the American coaft

;

but the captain finding the veflel had fuiFered greatly in her

rigging, and that her crew were fickly and difpirited j call-

ed his officers to ccnfuir with him, when it was unanimgui-
iy rcfolved to bear away before the gale for Europe, which
they did and, anchored the 13 th of December in Milford

Haven, at which time there were two hundred of the

crew Tick in their hammocks, and the remainder in a con-

dition little better, from the variety of hard{hips they had
undergone. Admiral ByvQO. with the refidue of his fleet

got into Rhode Ifland.

There is great reafoa to believe that the Britifh m-inifl:ry

had been early apprized of B'Eftaing's further plan of

operations, and the defigns of the French againll the En-

gliih Wefl:-India Iflands ;" for we find that early in 06lober,

end long before any difpatches from London, confequential

to the taking of Dominica could have reached New-York,

Sir Henry Clinton, on whom the command devolved after

the return of the Howe's to Europe, prepared upwards

e£ eighty tranfport-veflels and furnlftiing them with

every necelTary accommodation, the :i4th of the fame

month, the 4th, 5th. 15th. 27th. 28th. 35th. 4cth. 46th.

they

ber, under the convoy of a fmall fquadron of men of war,

commanded by commodore Hotham •, being juft three days

before the departure of D'Eftaing from Boflon. This

B b 2 forcf
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force was defigned to ftrengthen the garrifons of the Weft-
Indi^ iflands, thefe important places having been fhamefuUy
negle6led, as has been before obferved.

A few days after Hotham*s departure from New-York,
the merchants and traders of that city, prefented a petition

to the Commiffioners ; fetting forth their acknowledgments
for the indulgence to trade, granted them in the proclama-
tion, publifhed by their excellencies the 26th of September,
by which they had been enabled to fhip to the parent coun-
try, merchandize to the value of nearly one million, to the

great advantage of commerce and credit : and praying, as

the period of the indulgence granted them, was at hand,
that they would renew and extend the term of the procla-

mation : That they would turn their attention to the precari-

ous and retrained manner in which the trade they enjoyed
was permitted them, and be pleafed to allow a free impor-
tation from all the Britiih ports, of fuch ftores, provifions

and merchandize, as are necefTary for his majefty's army
or navy, and the inhabitants under their protedlion. They
then lamented the grievance they feared beyond redrefs,of the

feizure and condemnation of feveral of the vefTels intended

for their port, with many articles neceflary for the fupply-

ing his Majefly^s forces and the inhabitants ; which feizures

they conceived, not authorized by the fpirit of the prohi-

bitory-law, which could be only intended to prevent fup-

plies to the colonies in acflual rebellion, but never meant to

affe<5l the property of loyal fubjefts under his majefty*s im-
mediate proteftion. They concluded with praying, that

the fame indulgences, might be extended to their fellow fiib-

jecls of Rhode-Iiland.

To which the Commiffioners made anfwer, " That they
wouidreadily comply with their wiflies by continuing thebene-
fit of that proclamation to a longer period : and fhould be
glad, as well for the fake of the merchants as for the fupply
of the inhabitants under his majefty's protection, to afford

every facility and fecurit^ conliftent with their powers, and
what they might think right tQ the introducflion of ftores and
provifions for the ufe of New-York and Rhode Ifland."

In confequence of which on the i8th of November the

commiffioners ilTued a proclamation, purfuant the prayer of
the petition, includingRhode Ifland, and lengthening the term
of fulpenfion of the prohibitory law, to the firfl of June en-
fuing.

Shortly after the commencement of the American war,
and purfuant to a^fls palTed in the feveral States, profecutions

were
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were carried on againft the perfons and property of the

friends to Britifli government. Would, that we could fayj

thefe proceedings were conducted with that temper, wif-

dom, and, at leaft feeming, candour that inipired the pub-
lic afts of the American States in their congreffionai delibe-

rations j it was far otherwife in this cafe, the rancour of
party, perfonal animofity, and the pride of triumphant fac-

tion, were unfettered, and under the fanction of law, let

ioofe to wreak their vengeance on the friendlefs delinquent*

The il:ate of Maffachufet's-bay particularly diflinguifhed it-

felf by a great number of imprifonments and coniifcations,

and at lall toward the clofe of this year publifhed an a6l of
profcription, which being the principal and beft digefled do-
cument that has appearedon this occafion, v/e ihall prefent it

to our readers :

State of MafFachufletsBayin the year of ourLord, dnethou-

fand feven hundred and fevcnty-eight.

An a6l to prevent the return to this ftate of certain per-

fons, therein named, and others who have left this ftate,

or either of the United States, and joined the enemies

thereof.

WHEREAS Thomas Hutchinfon. Efq ; late governor

of this State, &c. &c. &c. and many other perfons,

have left this State, or fome other of the United States of

America, and joined the enemies thereof, and of the United

States ofAmerica thereby not.only deprivingthefelfatesof their

perfonal fervices, at a time when they ought to have afford-

ed their utmoft aid in defending the States againfl the invafi-

on of a cruel enemy, but manifefling an inimical difpofition

to the faid States, and a defign to aid and abet the enemies

thereof in their wicked purpofes : And whereas many

dangers may accrue to this State, and the United States.

if fuch perfons Ihould be again admitted to refide in this

State

:

" Be it therefore enacfed, by the council and houfe of

reprefentatives, in general court afTembled, and by the au-

thority of the fame, That if the laid Thomas Hutchinfon,

Francis Bernard, Thomas Oliver, &c. (Here folloiu upr

luards of ^oo names) or any other perfon, though not fpe-

cially named in this aft, who have left this State, or either

of the faid ftates, and joined the enemies thereof as afore-

laid, Ihall, after the paiTing this aft, voluntarily return to

B b 3
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this State, it fhall be the duty of the fherifT of this county

and of the feleft meft, committees of correfpondence, fafe-

ty and infpefticrr, gr^nd juries, conftables and tythingmen

and other inhabitants of the town wherein fuch perfon or

perfonsmay prefumetocome,and they are hereby refpe6liveiy

empowered and dire<fc£d, forthwith to apprehend and carry

fttch perfon or perfons betore Ibme juftice of the peace within

the county,who is thereby required tocommitliim orthem to

the common jail within the county, there in clofe cuAody, to

remain until hefhallbe fent out of the ftate, as is herein after

dire(fted; and fuch juftice is hereby dire(5^ed to give immediate

information thereofto theboardofwar in this State : and the faid

board of war are herebyempowered and direcHied to caufe fuch

perfon or perfons, fo committed, to be tranfported to fomc

part or place within the dominions, or in the pofreffion of

the king of Great-Britain, as foon as may be after receiv-

ing fuch information, thofe who are able, at their own
expence, and others at the expence of the State *, and for

this purpofe to hire a vefTel or veffels, if need be.

** And be it further ena(51:ed by the authority aforefaid.

That if any perfon or perfons, who fhall be tranfported as

aforefeid, fliall voluntarily return into this ftate, without li^

berty firfl had and obtained from the general court, he ftiall

on convi<5lion thereof, before the fuperior court of judicata

ture, court of Affize, and general jail delivery, fuffer the

pains of death, without benefit of clergy.

^' And be it enafted by the authority aforefaidj That if the

maftcr of any fhip or veilel fhall, after the pailing Qf this

a<fl:, knowingly bring into any port within this ilate^ any

of the perfons above named \ or if gny perfon, ihall wiil^

ingly or willfully harbour or conceal any of the above per-

fons above named or defcribed^ after their return to this

State, contrary to the defjgn of this a<5l, fuch mafter or perr

fon, fo offending, fhail on conviction thereof before th^

court of common pleas in the county where the offence fhall

be committed, or before the fuperior court of judicature,

forfeit the fum of five hundred pounds, one halfthereof to

the ufe of this flate, and the other half to the ufe of him or

them who fhall fue for the fame.
*' And be it enncled by the authority aforefaid. That the

prefident of the council be, and he hereby is requeAed to

write to the feveral legiilative afTembliesinthe United States,

inclofmg a copy of this aCt, and deflring them to tranfmit

this aOTembly a lifl of the names of all the perfons who have

left tiieir r«fpeclive flatesand joined the enemies of thetJni-
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ted States, in order that fuqh perlonsipay be, prevented from,

i^efidUig in this State. . .,< ;,.: ,^

" And the lecretary is dire<5l€d to caufe this a^ to be puh"
iifhed in the feveral Bofton news-papers, and alio in hand
bills, and tranfmit fivehundred copies thereof to the njioiilers

ot the United States at the court of France, who are de-
fired to caufe the fame to be made public, as [qoix as may
be, after they fhall have received the fame, tl\at (o the per-.

fc>ns named and defcribed herein, may be 4e:teri:ed frpm
attempting to come within this ftate."

The proclamation of the CoaimifTioners for extending the

fufpenfioa of the prohibitory law, was the lafl aft we find

they executed previous to their return to Europe from their

fruitlefs embaiTy. It Ihould however have been mention-,

ed in its place, that when after every attempt to open a ne-

gotiation with the Congrefs had proved abortive, and they

had published the Manifefto before recited, they requefted

Admiral Gambler, who then commanded the fleet at New-
York, to provide fmall veflels bearing flags of truce, and

commanded by naval Officers, to carry the Manifefto to

the diiFerent colonies j the Admiral accordingly, provided

the vefTels as required ; them fent to New-London and Eli-

zabeth-Town, were received with their difpatches and dif-

milTed in a decent manner ; but the Hotham fioop com-
manded by Lieutenant Hale, addreiled to the Congrefs and

other affemblies at Philadelphia, was unfortunately wreck-

ed in her paffage up the Delaware ; th^ crew after repiain-

iog three days on the wreck, during vfhi(;h tWQcfthem
perifhed, were, with the cprnmander, t^ken imp ^uftpdy by

order of the Congrefs and coniiiied in a r'ifer^biv ^Viigepii at

Philadelphia.

This extraordinary tranfaftion, fo little cpnicn^nt t^ the

cuftom of civilized people, and the law of nations ; though

not an incident of prime magnitude, yet as it ferves to ftiew

the difpofition and temper of the Congrefs, is worthy of

particular notice j the reader wiU b^ beft informed of cir-

cumftances, by prefenting him with feveral letters which

pafFed on the occafion, one of theqi inglpfvqg the general

r^folution of Congrefs on feditious papers, and the p;^rticu-

lar refolve on this occafion. The firft is a letter from Mr.

Dick, commifTary for the navy prifoners at New-York, to

Mr. Beatty commiflary for the Rebel prifoners. The fe-

cond is an extraft frc» a letter of Mr. Beatty's in anfwcr
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thereto, enclofing the refolution of Congrefs, and laftly Ad-
miral Gamblers letter of remonftrance addrefTed to the

Congrefs.

SIR. New-York, Oa. 17,1778.
Admiral Gambler having been informed, that a pilot of

the name of Welbank, lately employed in the Hotham
Sloop, fent with a flag of truce to the Delav/are, is now
clofely confined in a dungeon at Philadelphia, and intended

to be immediately profecuted to death, on the pretence of

his being a deferter from the American fervice, I am com-
manded to demand in the moft peremptory manner, that

the faid pilot may be immediately releafed, and fent hither,

together with lieutenant Hale, and the crew of the late

Hotham Hoop, whofe imprifonment and detention is contra-

ry to all faith and confidence, and in diredl breach of the

facred regard held andmaintained by all nations in refpeftto

vefTels bearing flags of Truce.

I am. Sir,

I

-..»;•'*-: Your moft obedient fervant

Commiflary Beatty. JAMES DICK.

Extraft of a letter from Mr. John Beatty, commiflary gene-

ral for the rebel prifoners, dated November 14, 1778,
to Mr. James Dick, commiflary for naval prifoners at

New-York.
*' Herewith I tranfmityou two refolves of Congrefs, that

pafl^ed the 9th of November, in confequence of your letter

to me of the 29th ult. previoufly acquainting you I had re-

ferred to that body for anfwer, as it alludes to a former re-

folve of the 1 6th of Oftober, I thought proper to inclofe

this alfo, both which you will be kind enough to lay before

admiral Gambler, acquainting of him, that this is the whole
of the anfv/er I am direfled to give him."

Refolve of Congrefs relative to feditious papers.
' In Congrefs, 1 6th Oft. 1778.

Whereas Congrefs, on the 22d of April, 1778, did re-

folve, that any man or body of men, who fliould prefume

to make any feparate or partial convention or agreement with

commiflioners under the crown of Great-Britain, or any of

them, ought to be confidered and treated as open enemies to

tlie United States; And whereas Congrefs have received in-

telligence, that the commiflioners of the king of Great-

Britain
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Britain are about to fend, under the fanftion of a flag, cer- 177Q
tain feditious papers, under the name and title ofmanifef-\
tos, to be diftributed throughout, thefe United States,

with a view to flir up diilentions, animofities, and rebel-

lion, among the good people of thefe States; and whereas
iiich pra(5lices are contrary to the Jaw of nations, and ut-

terly fubverfive of the confidence neceffary for thofe means
which have been invented among civilized nations to allevi-

ate the horrors of war, and therefore the agents employed
to dirtribute the faid papers are not entitled to protection

from a Hag, while engaged in the profecution of iuch nefa-

rious purpofes.

Relblved, That it be recommended to the executive

powers of thefe United States, to take up and fecure in fafe

and clofe cullody, all and any perfon or perfons who, un-

der the fanftion of flags or otherwife, may be concerned or

engaged in the purpofes aforefaid; and farther, that the pa-

pers aforefaid be printed in the feveral Gazettes, more ful-

ly to convince the good people of thefe ftates of the infidi-

ous defigns of the faid commiffioners. [Extra<5l from the

minutes,]

CHA. THOMSON, Sec.

A true copy examined. r

A. SKINNER, D. Com. Prilbners;

Refolve of Congrefs relative to the detention of admiral

Gambler's pilot, lieutenant, &c.

In Congrefs, the 9th of November, 1778.

The committee, to whom v/e referred the letter of the

30th of Otffober, of comrniflary Beatty, and the papers en-

clofed, brought in a report, whereupon,

Ordered, That the commiflliry Beatty be furnifhed with a

copy of the refolutions of Congrefs on the fubjeft of fediti-

ous papers circulated under the colour of flags; and in-

formed, that in the opinion of Congrefs there was good

reafon for confining the pilot, lieutenant, and crew of the

veifel mentioned in his letter; that if any obje<5tions are made

to it on the part of the enemy, they muft be difcufled and

iettled on national grounds, and therefore that the peremp-

tory requifition of admiral Gambler v/ili not be complied

vith. [Extratl from the minutes,]

(Signed) CHA. THOMSON.
A. SKINNER, D. Com. Prifoners.

His
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His excellency Henry Laurens, Efq *, and others, the mem-
bers of the Congrefs,, Philadelphia.

Ardent, off New York, Nov. 15,, 1778.
Gentlemen,

"When I made a requifition for the immediate releafe of
an officer belonging to the king my mafter, (hipwrecked in

carrying a flag of truce, an act facred not only among civil-

ized nations, but held inviolable even among lavages, it was
no more peremptory than the lingular conduft of your offi-

cer demanded, who under fuch circumflances (unauthorifed,

I was fure, by any liberal fet of men, whatever my fenti-

ments may be on other parts of their condu^ft) could dare

to put an officer and his crew into a common prifon.

ill:. It was an undue advantage taken of the calamity of a

wreck, and that wreck a flag of truce.

adiy. The refolution on which the Congrefs now wifh to

juftify themfelves, is fubfequent in date to the faftof which

they complain.

3dly. The manifefto in queftion was addrclTed in the firil

inftance to the Congrefs themfelves, and could not poffibly

be feditious.

This procedure being againfl the univerfallaw of nations,

and repugnant to the common diftates of reafon and huma-
nity, I rely on the moft ample redrefs from the Congrefs, in

companionate confideration of thole innocent individuals-

who muH fuffer from retaliation. I am. Gentlemen,

Your moil obedient lervant,

JAMES GAMBIER.

Among the perfons who took their pafTage from Europe

on board D^Eftaing's fleet, was Mr. Silas Deane, a gen^

tleman whofe abilities, particularly as a negotiator, had been

fmgularly ufeful to the Americans from the beginning of

their conteft with Great-Britain ; confequence of which he

was early nominated to the important office of Coadjutor to

Doct:or Franklin, in the great bufmefs of managing the af»

fairs of Congrefs with the European powers. Whether in

this employment Mr. Deane had not anf\vered expectation,

or that a fpirit of party which prevades the deliberati-

ons of every affembly, had prevailed againfl him, does not

appear, but fome diffatisfaftion at his conduft was evident,

as we find he v/as recalled in order, as it was faid, to lay be-

fore Congrefs an account of his milHon.

Mr
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Mr. Deane thought himfelf, ill ufed, and after endea- 1778.

vouring to obtain a public approbation of his condud from ^^—v—

'

the Congrels ; as his iaft refource publilhed a general ad-
diefs to the American people ; which as it contains

xhe only authentic account of the negotiations of the Ame-
fican Aates with the foreign courts the reader is prefentcd

wiih it entire,

" To the free and virtuous citizens of America.
Friends and Countrymen,

THE happinels or misfortunes, the benefits or injuries,

of an individual have generally no claim to the public atten-

tion, I do not therefore addrefs you on my own account,

but yours. I do not wifti to prejudice any man, but to

ferve my country. I was content, even while facrificed for

jhe aggrandizement of others, but I will not fee an indivi-

dual, or family, raifed upon the ruins of the general weal.

What I write to you, I would have faid to your reprelenta-

tives •> their ears have been (hut againft me by an attention

to matters which my refpeft for them induces me to be-

lieve were of more importance. While it was fafe to be
fdent, my lips were clofed, Neceffity hath opened them,

^nd necedity muft excufe this efibrt, to ferve, by informing

yQu.
^* What I have done, and what I have fuffered, from the

momeni: I left my native ihore, until I was honoured with

one colleague, and faddled with anoth^JV-is-neediefs now to

repeat *, I have told it fubftantiaily to Congrefs, and, as their

fervant, I leave it with them. In September, 1 7 76, they

appoined the honourable Benjamin FrankHn, Arthur Lee,

Efq ; and myfelf, th^ir commifTioners at the court of Ver-

feilles, previous to which I had the honour to be the com*

iTifirical and politicd agent of America in Europe. My
venerable friend Do<^or Franklin, arrived at Paris in De-

cember, 1776, and Arthur Lee, Efq; a few Days after

him^ This gentleman, by agreement among the commiiTio -

sers, went to Spain in the month of February following,

to negotiate your intereils there ; and having by a wanton

difplay of his errand, given great and juft caufe of diiirufl

tQ the court of Madrid, he retu,rned in the beginning of

April, not having gone further than the city of Bur-gos.

The reafons of that court from reilri(5ling him to this

place, with many other matters important for you to know,

may perhaps appear in ths courie of thefc letters.

While
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" While he was on thatjourney. Dr. Franklin received a

commiilioa to go thither, but his health, the feafon, and

other circumftances prevented his departure, until he was
fuperfeded. Many reafons concurred to convince the com-
miffioners, that Arthur Lee Efq ; could no where be lefs

ferviceabie than at Paris, and therefore inMay 1777, he fet

out to make a tour of Germany, in order to arrive at Berlin

in fafery. At this place he was fo unfortunate as to do no-

thing, unlefs we may give the name of bufmefs to the iofs

of his papers, by which a difcovery was made of the fecrets

of his colleagues, and the Britifh miniftry enabled to coun-

teract the meafures taken for your benefit. In Auguft he

returned to Paris, and fhortly after received his appoint-

ment as commiilioner to the court of Madrid, with referva-

tion, neverthelefs, of his former commiiTion to that of Ver-

failles. Here I mufl leave him, to take notice of another

gentleman of the fame family.

*' In Feb. 1777, I received a notification of the appoint-

ment of William Lee, Efq 5 to be one of your commercical

agents in Europe, of which I gave him notice. As your

commercical affairs were at that time in fuch a flate as to

require much attention and care, I prefFed this gentleman,

then in England, to come over immediately and execute his

office, but heard nothing from him till the month of June,

when he arrived at Paris. At this place he continued until

fome time in Auguft, when he went to Nantz ; - there he

was loudly called on to regulate certain affairsj which he

prudently declined, leafl, as he obferved, his property in

England fhould be afFefted. In September, or October,

he returned to Paris, and there received his appointment of

commiilioner to the courts of Vienna and Berliti. He con->

tinned neverthelefs iriaftive at Paris until the month of

December, carefully concealing his appointments, which
.

'might have militated againft his office of Alderman of the

city of London, which he did then and probably does ftill

retain. When the news of Gen. Burgoyne's defeat and

furrender had arrived, it produced a revolution in the

minds of many, and among others infpired your commer-
cical agent and political commiffioner, the honourable Wil-

liam Lee, Efq ; with fome degree of activity in your fa-

vour.

" That I may not be under the neceffity of mentioning this

gentleman again, I add here, that he hath fmce gone to Vi^

enna, having firft appointed fundry other commercical agents

for
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for you at the feveral ports, and in one inftance removed 1778.
the * perfon who had faithfully done your bufmefs

two per cent, in favour of another who is to receive

five per cent, of which as well as of the like commiffion

at other places, Mr. Lee receives a fhare, for fuperintend-

ing at Viennathe bufmefs on your account, a thoufand miles

from his place of refidence.
" My refpe6t for the honourable the Congrefs, and of con-

fequence for its members, will lead me to treat with all

poffible tendernefs their friends, dependants, and conne6ti'

ons ; and therefore as the honourable Arthur and William

Lee, Efqrs. have two brothers in that body. I fhaii make
no further obfervations on the fruitful topic of their man-
ners and deportment, than this, that, unfortunately for

you, thofe gentlemen, fo highly elevated, and fo widely en-

trufted, gave univerfal difgufl to the nation whofe afliftance

we folicited.

'' Having thus introduced you to your great fervants, I pro-

ceed to m.ake you acquainted with fome other perfonages,

which is it of conlequence for you to know. I am forry to

fay that the hon. Arthur Lee, Efq -, was fufpefted by fome

of the beft friends you had abroad, and thole in important

charadlers and ftations. This arofe from his connexion

and acquaintance with Lord Shelburne, v/ho had been his

patron in England, and to whom it was from many circum-

flances, fuppofed he difclofed your fecrets. Thefe fufpici-

ons, whether well or ill founded, were frequently related

and urged to Dr. Franklin and myfelf ; and joined to his

undifguifed hatred of, and expreftions of contempt for

the French nation in general, embarraffed us exceedingly.

« In the fummer of 1777, a correfpondence took place

between a certain Dr. Berkenhout, and the hon. Arthur

Lee, Efq j on political fubjefls. The doftor propofed, in

general terms, an accommodation : and after all obflacles

arifmg from our fuppofed want of confidence in him, and

the like, were removed, the doftor went fo far astopro-

pofe

* Mr. Williams- a native of Bofton, a gentleman greatly ef-

teemed in France for his knowledge and ingenuity in mercantile

tranfaalons, as well as for his engaging manners, who being well

acquainted with the language and commercical rules andcultoms

in that kingdom, had rendered very important fervices to his

country, in his department.
^
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pofc a meeting with Mr. Lee ; but theic difpofition; were
deranged by the news of Gen. Howe's arrival in this city-

Mr. Lee ihewed to to Dr. Franklin andmyfelf a part of this

correfpondence, and, in order to give the greater weight to

Dr. Berkenhout's remarks, gave us to underftand, that !he

doftor was in the confidence of the Britiih miniftry.

" Immediately on the arrival of the news of general Bnr-t

goyne's furrender, a treaty with France feemed to the Bi'i~

tifh miniftry more near and more probable ; your commiffi-

oners, therefore were continually founded, indire<5lly, as to

their difpofitions for reconciliation. About this time Mr,
Lee*s iecretary went to and from London, charged with af-

fairs, which were fecret to your other commiilioners,

Conje^flures were formed, it is true, and with the more
reafon, as Mr. Lee was dragged into the treaty with the ut-'

moft reluftance. It was agreed that this important matter

fhould be kept a profound lecret, yet a few days from the

jfigning, it was pointedly declared in the houfe of commons,by
hon. Charles Fox, Efq ; the friend of lord Shelburnc-

This gave additional weight to other circumftances. Add
to this, that the attention of Dr. Franklin and myfclf to

your lervice, gave rife to many bickerings and difputes be*

tweed Mr. Lee and us \ the confequence was, that infmua-

tions and mifreprefentations, to my difadvantage were tranf-

mitted acrofs the Atlantic, and ftored up for purpofes wMch
•will hereafter appear. On the fourth of March I reccivecj

in a cover, from one of the committee of foreign correfpoR'^

dence, the following refolution :

In Congrefs, Dec. 8, 1777*
^^ Whereas it is of the grcateft importance that the Gon-

grefs Ihould at this critical junfture be well infjarmed of the

flate of affairs in Europe. And whereas Congrefs have re-

folved that the hon. Silas Deane, Fiq ; be recalled from

the court of France, and have appointed another commiifi-

oner to fupply his place there. Ordered, that the commit-

tee for foreign correfpondence write to the hon. Silas Deane,

and diredl him to embrace the firft opportunity of return-

ing to America, and upon his arrival to repair %vith all polTi-'

ble difpatch to Congrefs."
** And having placed fny Papers and yours in fafety, I left

Paris the 30th, to embark for my native country, on board

that fleet which your great and generous ally fent out for

your afnftaace, In full confidence that I ihould not be de-

tained
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tained for any confiderable time in America on the jjufmefs

I was fent for ;—juft before my departure I was informed
of a matter, which, as it may tend to throw light on other
drcumilances, I (hall iiraply relate. A gentleman of cha-
racter told me, that his correfpondent in England had fcen

a letter from the hon. Arthur Lee, Efq ; dated the very
day on which the treaty was figned, (though it was no;
finifhed until near nine o'clock at night) in which were
nearly thefe words :

" This day the new partnerfhip was
figncd "and fealed, and the new houfe will begin to do bufi-

nefs immediately •, if the old houfe means to have any-,thing

to do further, and means honeftly, they mail make their

propofals immediately."

" When I arrived at this place, I folicited an audience of

theCongrefs, which after many delays, which fome circum-

ftances rendered unavoidable, I obtamed. I was twice

heard before that honourable body, viz. on the 19th and
on the 2ift of Auguft, when I gave them as good a gene-

ral account o£ the matters entrufted to me, as the time

"wouldpermit. It being my intent to deliver fmgly, and by
-itfelf, a hiftory of thofe affairs, and then to mention, from
time to time, for their coniideration, fuch things as my du-

ty to you fhould require. But after thefe two audiences I

have been unable to obtain a third, although I have conti-

nually folicited it, and written feveral letters for that pur-

pofe, which together with the anfwers I have received, and
thefbveral intermediate tranfa6lions,as for as the public fer-

Vice requires it, ftiall in due time with the utmoft candour

on my part be laid before you ; without deviating in the

leaft from that refpeft, which I have always profefled, and
which I feel for that honourable body ; and leaft any thing

which I have faid, or may fay, fhould be mifreprefented, I

do hereby again repeat my veneration for your reprefenta-

tives, excepting always thofe (if any fuch there be) who
with partial interefted ^iews and for fmiJfter purpofes, *havc

endeavoured to facrifice your intereft, as well as my .repu-

tation. I now come to fome things, without which I might

perhaps have continued ftill longer filent. In September

laft I was informed, that the doftor Berkenhout, whom I

have mentioned above, was in jail in this city. I conf^fs I

was furprized, confidering what I have already related, that

this man fhould have the audacity to appear in the capital

of America. I immediately fat myfelf about the meafures,

which I conceived neceffary to invefUgate his plans and de-
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1778. figns ;, concluding he was like to continue in thofe quarters

<—-V—' for fome time. But what was my aftonilhment, wihenin a

few days afterwards I was informed he was gone back to

.New York. There was in this fomething that was alarm-

ing, that a perfon who from every appearance was fent

out as a fpy, Ihould be fent back with the knowledge he
was able to collefl, was, what I could not comprehend j

and therefore in order to let on foot an enquiry, I publifli-

.ed the queries in Mr. Dunlap's paper of the loth of Octo-

ber, which had lain by me fome days in hopes that thofe

in authority would have taken meafures to prevent the ne-

ceility of it.

To thefe queries no fatisfaftory anfwer ever was, or pro-

bably ever will be given* At length that providence, in

whom we put our truit, hath by a concurrence of incidents,

unfolded the tranfaction, which was as follows ;

. Do6lor Berkenhout came from New-York, palfed the lines,

and came to this place, under the pretence o^f important bu-

fmefs with Congrefs \ when he arrived in this place he made
no application to that body, but to the hon. Richard Hen-
ry Lee Efq. Doftor Berkenhout hath fmce faid, that he

had letters to that honourable member of the Congrefs,

from the hon. Arthur Lee, Efq ;, joint commiflicfier of tb^

United States, at the court o^f Verfailles, and fole commiffi-

oner of thofe ftates at the court of Madrid, Be this as it

may, it is certain that the doftor hadfeveral meetings with

. the hon. Richaird Lee, Efq ; it is alfo certain that when

the dodlor returned to New York,he ventured to afliire the

Britilh commiffioners, that by the alliance with France,

America was at liberty to make peace without confultingher

ally, unlefs England declared war ; and it is equally certaia,

• that the hon. Richard H. Lee, Efq \ conftantly and pertina-

cioufly maintained this doflrine.

After the doftor had been fome days in this town he be-

came fufpe6led by the honourable executive council of this

Hate, who determined to apprehend him. When this mat-

ter was mentioned to the honourable Richard H. Lee, Efq

;

he declared the fufpicions againjft him were bafe and^ground-

lefs, and that he was a good friend to America ; he was

neverthelefs put into jail, and there notwithftanding the

precautions fuppofed to have been taken. He did fee fun-

dry perfons. He was permitted afterwards by the executive

council to return to New York. I have been told that even

.when he was difmiffcd, fome gentlemen of that board

were
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w^re of opinion that he was (as in h£i he was) an emifTary
from the Britilh miniilry. When the docftor returned, he
carried letters v/ith him, among others one for governor
johnflone. He declared he had got what he wanted by
his journey.

.
He advifed the lending other emifTaries

throughout thefe ftates, to difcover the defigns and difpofi-

tions of the people, arid the like.—Governor Johnftone, on
the doctor's complaining that this meafure had not before
been adopted, promifed that he would urge it to the Britifh

miniflry. He advifed that lieut. col. Conolly fhould be by
all means fent to the afTiftance of colonel Butler, and that

they fhould call in all their prifoners, w^ho were out on pa-
role, which they have acTtually fnice donei

It may not be amifs to give you the following fliort ac-

count. The do6lor on his return to New York fell in

Company v/ith a perfoil going into the city on private bufi-

nefs; he miltook this perfon for a friend of government
(as certain perfons call themfelves) and after landing at

Staten Illand, fpoke his mind freely on the above fubjefts.

This perfon afterwards lodged in the fam.e houfe with the

doftor, and heard his converfation with governor John-
ftone. Particular circumftances forbid me mentioning the

name of this perfon at prefent ; it is fufficient that the in-

formation was voluntarily given, and before feveral per-

fons of the Hrfl rank and character in the city. Now then,

my countrymen, let me il:ate in (hort my reafons for giving

you thofe fa(5ls. I have thought ever fmce the violence and

defpotifm of Great Britain firll drove the difpute to the if-

fuc of arms, that our alliance with France was for your real

intereft and happinefs.

I was as far as in me lay, a willful inftrument to promote

it; I now fee, what I have for fome tim.e fufpe<5fed, a de-

fign to lead you into a breach of your national faith and

honour, folemnly pledged, and thereby moft probably to

the eventual lofs of that liberty, which you have purchafed

at fo great an expence of blood and treafure. I fee alfo a

dcfign to lay wafie )'our frontiers, by a moft cruel and bar-

barous war, and at the fame time to fix in the different ca-

pitals, emilFaries to betray your fecrets, and by every other

means, which either a cafual, or defigned inattention to

them, may. put in their power to aid and bring about thofe

defigns, I' think it therefore fny duty to put you on your

giiard. ' '

''-
.

-
. C c When
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When I mention that the hon. Arthur Lee, Efq ; your

commiflioner at the court of Madrid, and one of your com-
mlffioners at Verfailles, and the hon. Wm. Lee, Efq

j
your

commiifioner at the court of Vienna, and your commiflioner

at the court of Berlin (which courts are now adtuaily at

war with each other) and alfo that he is your commercial

agent in Europe, and that they have two brothers in Con-
grefs, I do not fpeak from any pique againfl them ; for

although they are my perfonal and lately avowed enemies,

yet their conduft on many occafions hath been fuch, that

to honour them with the emotions of anger, would be de-

grading to that charafter, which I hope always to maintain.

My objection is, merely to refcue your reputation. Fo-

reigners are perhaps not fo clear-fighted as they ought to

be, and therefore cannot difccrn in thofe your commifTioners,

thatdegree of merit which hath led your reprefentatives to

confer on them fuch various and incompatible offices. And
being equally ignorant of the wife and equitable manner in

which your buiinefs is condu<5led, they rafhly conclude,

that appointments, of which they cannot difcern the propri-

ety, are to contribute to the influence of intrigue and

cabal. I have alfo a farther view in writing this letter, it

is to put thofe gentlemen who in fome inflances have car-

ried not only their fufpicions, but their afperfions againft

fome of our iirmeft friends very far, upon their guard

againft thofe obligations and attachments which may ruin

your affairs, and to be particularly careful whom they re-

commend and how. And would warn them from pafl

experience againft future danger, and intreat them not too

haftily and rafhly to impart ourfecrets to improper perfons,

particularly as Great Britain has not as yet acknowledged

your independence, and offered a treaty, the cultivation of

any intereft at that court cannot compenfate the facrifices

which muft be made to acquire it. Laftly, my countrymen,

whilft I reverence your unfufpefting confidence, I would

inculcate on your minds the artifices of your foes and lead

you to beware, and on your guard.

I am your friend and countryman, and I can fay with

pride your faithful fervant,

Philadelphia, Nov. 1778 S. DEAN,

Befides Mr. Deane there arrived at Philadelphia a Mon-
fieur Gerard who immediately on his landing, affumed the

public charader of Ambafladoi; Extraordinary and Plenipo-

tentiary
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tentiary from his moft Chrifllan Majefty tptheCongrefs of
the American States ; in confequence of which, after making
his public entry and delivering his credentials iji form, a
Committee was appointed to fettle the ratification of the
treaties entered into with his mafter; joae of thefe treaties

Jias been pubHfhed and is as follows:

TREATY of ALLIANCE, eventual and defenfive, be-
tween his Moft Chriftian Mai efty, .LOUIS the Sixteenth,

king of FRANCE and NAVARRE, and the THIR-
TEEN UNITED STATES of AMERICA, concluded
at Paris, the 6th of February, 1778.

LOUIS,
By the Grace of GOD, King of France and Navarre

To ALL who fhall fee thefe prefents, Greeting.

THE CONGRESS of the Thirteen United States of

North America having, by their plenipotentiaries re-

fiding at Paris, notified to us their defire to efiablilh with

us a good underffanding and perfe6t correlpondence, and

having for that purpofe propofed to conclude with us.^ a

treaty of amity and commerce: IVe having thought it our

duty to give to the faid States a fenfible proof of our affec-

tion, determining us to accept their propofals: for thefe

eaufes and other good confiderations, us thereunto movin_g,

we^ xepofing entire confidence in the abilities and experi-

ence, zeal and fidelity for our fervice, of our dear and be-

loved Conrad Alexander Gerard, royal fyndic of the city

of Strafbourg, and fecretary of our council of Hate, have

nominated, appointed, and commifTioned, and by thefe

prefents figned with our hand, do nominate, appoint, and

commifTion him our plenipotentiary, giving him power and

fpecial command for us, and in our name, to agree upon,

conclude, and iign, with the plenipotentiaries of the United

States, equally furnilhed in due form, with full powers,

fuch treaty, convention, and articles of commerce and na-

vigation, as he fhall think proper; willing that he a8: with

the fame authority as we might or could .adt, if we were

perfonally prefent, and even as though he had more fpecial

command than what is herein contained; promifing in good

faith, and on the word of a king, to ^ree to, confirm,

and eftablifh for ever, and to accompltih, and execute

pun<SluaHy^ all that our faid dear and^beloved Conrad Alex-

C 2 ander
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ander Gerard (hall ftipulate and fign, by virtue of the pre-

fent power, without contravening it in any manner, or fuf-

fering it to be contravened for any caufe or under any pre-

text whatfoever j and alfo to ratify the fame in due form,

and caufe our ratification to be delivered and exchanged in

the time that (hail be agreed on. For fiich is oar pleafure.

In teftimony whereof we have hereunto fet our leal. Done
at Verfailles, this thirteenth Day of January, in the year

of our Lord one thbufand feven hundred and feventy-eight,

and the fourth year of our reign.

(Signed)

(L. S.) LOUIS.
(Underneath) By the KING

GRAVIER de VERGENNES.

TREATY OF ALLIANCE.

The Mod Chriflian King, and the United States of North

America, to wit, New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-bay,

Rhode-Ifland, Connefticut, New-York, New-Jerfey,

iPennfylvania, Delaware, Mar}4and, Virginia, North Ca-

rolina, and Georgia, having this day concluded a treaty of

amity and commerce, for the reciprocal advantage of their

fubje6ls and citizens, have thought it necefTary to take into

confideration the means of ffrengthening thofe engagements

and of rendering them ufeful to the fafety and tranquillity

of the two parties; particularly in cafe Great Britain, in

refentment of that conne6Vion, and of the good correfpon-

dence which is the obje-ff of the fiiid treaty, fhould break

the peace with France, either by direct oppofition, or by

hindering her commerce and navigation, in a manner con-

trary to the rights of nations, and the peace fubfifting be-

tween the two crowns. i\.nd his majefty and the faid

United States having refolved in that cafe to join their coun-

cils and efforts againfl the enterprizes of rheir common
enemy
The refpeftive plenipotentiaries impowered to concert the

claufes and conditions proper to fulfil the faid intentions,

have, after the mofi mature deliberation, concluded and

determined on the following articles

:

Article i . If war fhould break out between France and

Great Britain, during the continuance of the prefent war
between the United States and England, his majefly and

the faid United States (hall make it a common caufe, and
aid
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aid ^ch other mutually with their good offices, their coun-
fels, and their forces, according to the exigency of con-

jundlures, as becomes good and faithful allies.

Art. 2. The efiential and diredl end of the prefent de-

fenfive alliance is, to maintain eife6lually the liberty, fo-

vereignty, and independence, abfolute and unlimited, of

the faid United States, as well in matters of government as

of commerce.
Art. 3. The two contra(fting parties fhall, each on its

own part, and in the manner it may judge moft proper,

make all the efforts in his power againft their common
cn-emy, in order to attain the end propofed.

Art. 4. The contrafting parties agree, that in cafe either .

of them fliould form any particular enterpri2e,in which the

concurrence of the other may be defired, the party whofe
concurrence is defired fliall readily, and with good faith,

join-tQ aft in concert for that purpofe, as far as circumftan-

ces and his own particular fituation will permit ; and in that

cafe they fhall regulate^ by a particular convention, the quan-

tity and kind of fuccour to be furnifhed and the time and

manner of its being brought into aftion, as well as,the ad^ ;

vantages which are to be its compenfation.3:;nTJ sd'^ ci anq
Art. 5. If the United States fhould think fit to attempt the'

reduftion of the Britifli power, remaining in the northern

parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe coun-

tries or iflands, in cafe of fuccefs, fliall be confederated with ^

and dependent upon the faid United States. ^.

Art. 6. The mofl: Chrifliian King renounces for ever the

pofleiTion of the iflands of Bermudas, as well as any part of

the continent ofNorth America, which before the treaty of

Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were acjdiow-

ledged to belong to the crown of Great Britain, or to the

United States, heretofore called Britifli Colonies, or which

are at this time, or have lately been under the power, qfthq.

King and crown of Great Britain. :o U- --]' :>:
: :i^

Art. 7. If his mofl: chriftianMajefty fliall think proper

to attack any of the iflands lituate in the Gulph of Mexico,

or near the Gulph, which are at prefent under the power

of Great Britain, all the faid ifles in cafe of faccefs, fliall

appertain to the crown of France.

Art, 8. Neither of the two parties fliall conclude either

truce or peace with Great Britain, without the formal con-

fcnt of the other firfl obtained ; and they mutually engage

not K) lay down their arms, until the independence of the

C c 3 Uiv-
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•Umted States fhal^hav^ been formally or tacitly afllired by
the treaty ortreatieis that ftia:!! determine the war.

Art. 9, The contracting parties declare, that, being rc-

folved to fulfil, each on it^ own part, the clauies and con-

ditions of thd prefent treaty of alliance, according to its own
power and circumAance«j there Ihall be no after claims of

compenfation on one fide or other, whatever may be the'

event of the war.

Art. 10. The mofl: Ghriftian King and the United States^

agree, to invite or admit other powers, who may have re-

ceived injuries froni England,, to make a common caufe with

them, and accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch condi-

tions as ihall be freely agreed to, and fettled between all the

parties*

Art. II. The two parties guarantee mutually from the

prefent time, and for ever, againfi: all other powers, to wit

---The' Iilnited ftate^ to his- moft Ghriftian Majefly the

prefent poffeffions of the crOwn of France in America, as

vrtli as thofe '^hich it may acquire by the future treaty of

peace 5 and his moft chriftian Majefty guarantees on his

part to the United States, their liberty, fovereignty, and

indi^pendence, abfolute arid unlimited, as well in matters of

government as commerce, and alfo their pofleffions, and the

additions or Qonquefts that their confederation may obtain

d^ltifiig the war, froni any of the dominions now or hereto-

fore poflefTed by Great Britain in North America ; confor-

mable to the fifth andfixth articles above written, thewhole

^ their pofleiliOn fhall be fixed and affured to the faid

States, at the moment of the celTation of their prefent war
with England.

Aft. 12. In order to fix more precifely tlief^nfe and ap-

plication of the preceding article, the contrafting pstrtles de-

cMfe, that in cafe of a rupture bet\*^een France and England

the reciprocal guarantee declared in the faid article fhail

have its full force and effect the moment fuch war fhall

D(,f€ak out 5 and if fuch rupture fhall not take place^ the

Mutual obligations of the guarantees fhall not commence
ilntil the moment of the cefTation of the prefent war betM^een

the United States and England, fhall have afcertained their

pofTeffions.

Art. 13. The prefent treaty fhall be ratified on both

fides, and the ratifications fhall be exchanged, in the fpace

offix monrns, t>r foonerif poirible.

IN
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IN FAITH WHEREOF the refpeaive plenipotentiaries,

to wit, on the part of the Moft Chriftian King, Conrad
Alexander Gerard, Royal Syndic of the city of Straf-

bourg, and fecretary of his majefty's council of flate.

And on the part of the United States, Benjamin Frank-
lin, deputy of the General Congrefs, from the State of
Pennfylvania, and prefident of the convention of the faid

State ; Silas Dean, hitherto deputy from the State of
Connecfticut, and Arthur Lee, counfellor at law, have
figned the above articles both in the French and Englifh

languages ; declaring neverthelefs, that the prefent treaty

was originally comnofed and concluded in the French
language, and they have hereunto affixed their feals.

DONE at Paris the fixth day of February, one thouland

feven hundred and feventy-eight.

(L. S.) C. A. GERARD,
(L. S.) B. FRANKLIN,
(L. S.) SILAS DEAN,
(L. S.) ARTHUR LEE.

On the loth of December commodore Hotham's fleet

arrived at Barbadoes, where they were joined by a fmali

fquadron under the command of Admiral Barrington. At
this ifland they ftaid only two days, and proceeded to ex-

ecute one of the intents of rheir expedition, which was, a

defcent on the ifland of Sainte Lucie, where by favour of

the monfoon they arrived the day following and immedi-

ately landed the troops near the Carenage, while the fleet

came to anchor in the grand Gul de Sac. General Grant

who commanded the land forces made the beft difpofition,

and having poflefTed himfelf of the Carenage, invefted the

principal fort. While thefe operations were going forward,

D^Eflaing with a corps of 5000 land forces on board failed

from Martinique^ at which place he had arrived from Bof-

ton, on an expedition againft the Britifli iflands of St Vin-

cents and Grenada, but he was fcarcely under way when

pofltive intelligence was brought him, that Sainte Lucie

was attacked. A place of fuch importance from its prox-

imity to Martinique was not to be lofl without making

every attempt for its deliverance ; there was reafon to expeft

Byron would foon arrive in thefe feas; a coup de main was

therefore a meafure of neceflity, which if it fucceeded muft

jnevitably be a decifive ftroke againfl: the Englifti, as from

C 4 th9
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the defl:ru<Slion of their army and fleet at Saintc Lucie, all

their "Weft India polTeffions if not taken by the French, muft

be reduced to fuch diftrefs that its efFe<5ls would be felt for

many years. Thither they fteered, and fuddenly appeared

off the grand Cul de Sac v/here the Britiih fleet lay. They
did not find the EngUfli unprepared, Barrington*s fleet was
difpofed fo as to defend the entrance of the harbour againft

any nunjber that might attack it, befide which, the General

had erected feveral batteries on fliore. Two attempts were

made by the French to force into the harbour, but Englifli

courage and conduft prevailed ; the French were beat off

v/ith great lofs : an attempt by land was all that now re-

mained, but it was not more fortunate ; The army deftined

jfpr the conqueft of the Britifli iflands was landed, confift^

ing of 5000 infantry and commgnded by the Count D'Eflaing

and the Marquis de Bouille; they advanced rapidly towards

the Englifli intrenchments, with all that confidence which
fuperiority of number gives, their number being twice that

of the Englifli, but they had not the light holiday troops of

a fouthern clime to deal with, it was an iron band of vete-

rans, who inured to toil, joining their native courage to the

hardening fervice of northern campaigns, were not to be

fubdued. The French advanced to the trenches in two
divifions, the right led by D*Eftaing ^nd the left by Bouille,

they advanced amidft their fire, but their fire was not re-

turned until they mounted the trenches, then, a difcharge

from the firft line pf the Englifli ftop*d them for a moment,

and before they could recover they were charged by the

Britifli bayonets ; the flaughter was dreadful, they fell upop

their rere in confufion, the Englifli marched out and attack-

ed in turn; and the vi<5lory was complete. The French gene-

rals with the fliattered remains of their army with diflSculty

reached their fhips, which foon after failed off" with them,

and while they were yet in view the French governor def-

pairing of any further fuccour, furrendered the ifland to his

Britannic Majefty. The lofs on the fide of the Britifli was
inconflderable, not exceeding two hundred killed and wound-
ed, whereas that of the enemy exceeded one thouiand.

In the mean time, two other expeditions were fet on

foot, one from New York with a body of troops under the

command of lieutenant colonel Campbell, and another from

St Auguftine in Florida under the command of major general

Prevoft, to a(ff in conjunction for the redu<rtion of the prorr

vine?

i^^C!2r>^
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vince of Georgia. As thofe expeditions are more immedi-
ately a part of this hiftory, we cannot be too minute in the
narrative ; we fhall therefore give it in the words of the fe-

vend commanders, taken from their letters to lord George
Germain, fecretary for the American department, and 'Mr.
Stephens fecretary to the admiralty.

Copy of a letter from lieutenant-colonel Campbell, to lord

George Germain,

MY LORD,

IN confequence of Sir H. Clinton's orders to proceed to

Georgia, with his majefty's 7 ill regiment of foot, 2 batta-

lions of HeiTians, 4 battalions of Provincials, and a detach^
ment of the royal artillery, I have the honour to acquaint

your lordfhip of our having failed from the Hook on the 27th
of November, 1778, efcorted by a fquadron of his majef^

ty's fnips of war, under the command of commodore Parker,

and of the arrival of the whole fleet off the ifland of Tybee,

cn the 23d of December thereafter, two horfe floops ex-

cepted.

On the 24th the commodore, with the greatefl part of
the tranfports, got over the bar, and anchored in the Sa-
Tannah river, within the light-houle of Tybeej on the 27th

the reft of the fleet joined him.

During the time occupied in bringing the laft diviilon of

the fleet over the Bar, I formed from the Provincial batta-

lions two corps of light infantry, the one to be attached to

Sir James Baird's light company of the 71ft Highlanders,

the other to capt. Cameron's company of the fame regiment.

Having no intelligence that could be depended upon, with
• refpedt to the military force of Georgia, or the difpofition

formed for its defence. Sir James Baird's Highland com-

pany 6f light infantry, in two flat boats, with lieut. Clark

.of the navy, was difpatched in the night of the 25th, to

feize any of the inhabitants they might ^nd on the banks of

Wilmington Creek. Two men were procured by this

means, by whom we learnt the moft fatisfaiflory intelligence

concerning the ftate of matters at Savannah, and which fet-

tled the commodore and I in the refolution of landing the

troops the next evening, at the plantation of one Gerridoe,

an important poft, twelve miles farther up the river than
the
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r778. the light-houfe of Tybee, and two miles fliort, in a direft
^—N^~—

' line, from the town of Savannah, although the diftancc

was not Icfs than three along the road. This poft was the

firft practicable landing place on the Savannah river, the

"Whole country between it and Tybee being a continued tra^

of deep marfh, interfered by the Creeks of St. Auguftine

and Tybee, of conliderable extent, and other cuts of water

impaflkble for rroops at any time of the tide.

The Vigilant man of war, with the Comet galley, the

Keppel armed brig, and the Greenwich armed floop, fol-

lowed by the tranfports in three divifions, in the order

eflablifhed for a defcent, proceeded up the river with the

tide at noon ; about four o'clock in the evening the Vigilant

opened the Reach to Gerrrdoe's plantation, and was can-

nonaded by two rebel gailies, who retired before any of

their bullets had reached her*, a fmgle fhot from the Vigi-

lant quickened their retreat.

The tide and evenmg being too far fpent, and many of

the tranfports having grounded at the diftance of five or fix

fftries below Gerridoe's plantation, the defcent was indif-

penfably delayed till next morning. The firjfl: divifion of

the troops, confifting of all the light infantry of the army,

the New York volunteers, and i ft battalion of the 71ft,

Tjnder the command of Kent. col. Maitland, were landed at

break of day on the rfver-dam in front of Gerridoc's plan-

tation, from whence a narrow caufeway, of 600 yards in

kngth, with a ditch on each fide, led through a rice fwamp
diredly for Gerridoe*s houfe, which ftood upon a bluff of

30 feet in height, above the level of the rice fwamps.

The light infantry undet* capt. Cameron, having firft

reached the fhore, were formed and led brifkly forward to

the bluff, where a body of 50 rebels were pofted, and from

whom they received a fmart fire of mufquetry ; b(^^ the

Highlanders, rufiiing on with their ufual impetuofitw gave

them no time to repeat it : They drove them inftantly to the

^voodSj and happily fecured a landing for the reft of the

army. Capt. Cameronj a fpirited and moft valuable officer,

with two Highlanders, were killed oft this occafion, and

five Highlanders wounded.
Upon reconnoitring the environs of Gcrridoc's plantation,

I difcovered the rebel army, under major general Robert

Howe, drawn up about a mile eaft of the town of Savan-

iiah, with feveral pieces of cannon in their front. The i ft

divi*
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divifion of troops, together with one company of the zd
battalion of the 71ft, the ifl: battalion of Delancy's, the
Weliworth, and part of WifTemback's regiment of Heffians,

being landed, I thought it expedient, having the day be-
fore me, to go in quell of the enemy, rather than give them
an opportunity of retiring unmolefted.

A company of the 2d battahon of the 71 ft, together with
the ifl battalion of Delancy's, were accordingly left to

cover the landing-place, and the troops marched in the

following order for the town of Savannah.

The light infantry, throwing off their packs, formed the

advance, the New York volunteers followed to fupport the

light infantry, the ifl battalion of the 7 ifl with two fix

pounders followed the New York volunteers, and the

Weliworth battalion of Heflians, with two three pounders,

followed the 7 1 fl, part of WifTenbach battalion of Heffians

clofed the rear. On the troops having entered the great

road leading to the town of Savannah, the divifion of WiC-
fenbach's regiment was pofled on the crofs roads to fecure

the rear of the army; a thick impenetrable wooded fwamp
covered the left of the line of march ; and the light infan-

try, with the flankers of each corps, efFedtually fcoured the

cultivated plantations on the right.

Th6 troops reached the open country near Tatnal's pkii^

tation before three o'clock in the evening ;i.and halted in the

great rOad about 200 paces fhort of the gate leading to go-

vernor Wright's plantation, the light infantry excepted,

who were ordered to form immediately upon our right of

the road, along the rails leading to governor Wright's plan-

tation.

The enemy were drawn up acrofs the road, at the difl-

ance of 800 yards from this gateway; one half, confifling of

Thomplbn's and Eugee's regiments of CaroHna troops, were

formed under colonel Eugee, with their left obliquely to

the great road leading to Savannah, their right to a wood-

ed fv/amp, covered by the houfes of Tatnal's plantation, in

which they had placed fome Riflemen; the other half of

their regular troops, confifling of part of the ifl:, 2d, 3d,

and 4th battalions of the Georgia brigade, was formed un-

der colonel Elbert, with their right to the road, and their

left to the rice fwamps of governor Wright's plantation,

with the fort of Savannah Bluff behind their left wing, in

the flile of fecond flank; the town of Savannah, round
which
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which they had the remains of an old line of intrenchmcnts,

covered their rear. One piece of cannon was planted on

the right of their line, one upon the left, and two pieces

occupied the traverfe, acrofs the great road, in the center

of their line. About 1 00 paces in front of this traverfe, at

a critical fpot between two fwamps, a trench was cut acrofs

the road, and about 100 Yards in front of this trench, a

marfhy rivulet run almoft parallel the whole extent of their

front -, the bridge of which was burned down, to interrupt

the paffage, and retard our progrefs.

I could difcover from the movements of the eilemy, that

they wifhed and expefted an attack upon their left, and I

was defirous of cheriftiing that opinion.

Having accidentally fallen in with a negroe, who knew

a private path through the wooded fwamp, upon the ene-

my's right, I ordered the i ft battalion of the 7 1 ft to form

on our right of the road, and move up to the rear of the

light infantry, whilft I drew off that corps to the right, as

if I meant to extend my front to that quarter, where a

l^appy fall of ground favoured the concealment of this ma-

UGEUvre, and increafed the jealoufy of the enemy with re-

gard to their left. Sir James Baird had dire(fi:ions to con-

vey the light infantry, in this hollow ground, quite to the

rear, and penetrate the wooded fwamp upon our left, with

a view to get round by the new barracks into the rear of

the enemy's right flank. The New York volunteers under

colonel TumbuU was ordered to fupport him.

During the courfe of this movement our artillery were

formed in a field on the left of the road, concealed from the

enemy by a fwell of Ground in front, to which I meant td

run them up for a<Stion, when the fignal was made to en-

gao-e, and from v/hence I could either bear advantagcoufty

upon the right of the rebel line, as it was then formed, or

cannonade any body of troops in flank which they might de«

tach into the wood to retard the progrefs of the light in^,

fantry.

The regiment of Willworth was formed upon the left

of the artillery, and the enemy continued to amufe them-

felves with their cannon, without any return upon our part,

till it was vifible that Sir James Baird and the light infan-

try had fairly got round upon their rere. On this oc-

cafion I commanded the line to move brifkly forward.

The well-dire6ted artillery of the line, the rapid advance

of the 71ft regiment, and the forward countenance of

the
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the HelTian regiment of Willworth, inilantly difperfed the
enemy.

Abody of militiaof Georgia that paiTed at the new barracks
w^ fome pieces of cannon to cover the road from Great
Ogeechc, were at this juncture routed, with the lofs of their

artillery, by the light infantry under Sir James Baird, when
the Icattered troops of the Carolina and Georgia brigades

run acrofs the plain in his front. This officer with his ufual

gallantry, dafhed the light infantry on their flank, and ter-

minated the fate of the day with brilliant fuccefs.

Thirty eight officers of different difHn<5f:ions, and 415
non-commiflioned officers and privates, one (land of co-
lours, 48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, 94 barrels of pow-
der, the fort with all its ilores ag»eable toThe inclofed re-

turn, and in fhort the capital of Georgia, the fhipping in

the harbour, with a large quantity of provifions, fell into

our pofTeflion before it was dark, without any other lofs on
our fide than that of captain Peter Campbell, a gallant of-

ficer of Skinner's light infantry, and two privates killed ;

one iergeant, and y privates, wounded : 83 of the enemy
found dead on the copimon, and 11 wounded. By the

accounts received from their prifoners, 30 lofl their lives in

the fwamp, endeavouring to make their efcape.

I have the plealure to inform your lordfhip, although

the rebels retreated through the town of Savannah, and
many inhabitants were in the ftreets, none lufFered in the

purluit but fuch as had arms in their hands, and were in

aftual refiflance.

Every pofTible care v>ras takwi of the houfes in town, aad
the whole was lecured from being fet on fire by the enemy,

who, as I was informed, had it once in ferious contemplati-

on : The rebels had however removed mofl of their cfFedfs

out of town 5 and except what their negroes might have

pra(51:ifed during thecourfe of the night, little or no depre-

dation took place, and that even lefs than had ever hap-

pened to a town under circumftances of a fimilar nature.

Without a lingle horle to drag our artillery, or waggon
to carry forward a fufficient quantity of provifions, your

lordfhip might well conceive our difficulties in proceeding

up the country as ibon as could be wifhed ; however by

the indefatigable exertions of Major Frafer, our acting de-

puty quarter-mafler-general, the zeal and forward difpofi-

' tions of the whole of the officers of the army for continuing

the
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the purfuit, I was not only enabled to march to Cherokee-

Hill on the evening of the i ft of January, but alfo to take

poileilion of the town of Ebcnezer on the ad after fecur-

ing all the intermediate pofts between Savannah and it.

Twenty horfes for dragoons, together with feven hun-

dred head of cattle, were colle6led on the march j and on

the 3d of January, the laft fcattered remains of general

Howe's army retreated acrofs to the two Sifters.

After eftabliftiing poft at this ferry, I proceeded with the

light infantry and cavalry to Mount Plcafant ; and thefe

corps have been conftantly on the move, even fifty miles

above the town of Savannah, without a lingle Rebel to

oppofe them.

Many refpe<5lable inhabitants joined the army on this oc-

cafion, with their rifles and horfes, who are formed into a

corps of rifle dragoons, for the purpofe of patroling the

country between our advanced pofts, and for afcertaining

the earlieft intelligence of the enemy's movements. A bo-

dy of militia were alfo formed at Ebenezer, to patrole in

the fame manner, to the right and left of that quarter, by
which means the country is efFedtually fecured from depra-

dations.

Having cleared this province of the rebel army^ except

two hundred men left in garrifon at Sunbury fort, a num-
ber too infignificant to merit an early attention, and who,
from a rapid movement of the Britifli troops along the

banks of the Savannah river, muft have their communica-

tion with South Carolina cut off, and of courfe fall at dif-

cretion, commodore Parker and I think this period the beft to

iflfue a proclamation and oath to the inhabitants at large,

founded on the inftru<5lions I received from his majefty's

commiffioners at New York ; and this we did from a per-

fuafion, that it would have the moft falutary effefts upon

the inhabitants, after beating the united force of Carolina

-and Georgia out of their country.

The immediate confequences juftified this perfuafion ;

and I have now the honour to acquaint your lordftiip, that

the inhabitants from all parts of the province flock with

their arms to the ftandard, and cordially embrace the terms

which have been offered.

To eftablifh the public fecurity, and check every attempt

to difturb the peace of individuals, I iffued another procla-

-matioDj fetting forth a reward of ten guineas for every

com-
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committee and aflembly man taken within the limits of
Georgia ; and two guineas for every lurking villain, who
might be fent from Carolina to molell: the inhabitants. A
late fruitlefs attempt of a rebel party, fent acrofs the Savan-
nah to plunder the inhabitants on this fide of the water,

has infpired our rifle dragoons with double alacrity, and
tas pointed out the propriety and happy confequences re-

fuldng from their being ready to oppofe every banditti of
this kind.

All the rebel cattle within reach of our ports, have been
ordered for flaughter, and to be falted up for the ufe of the

the navy and army. We have alfo given fuch encourage-

ment to the farmers to bring in their Bullocks, hogs,fheep^

poultry, &c. as cannot fail of eftablifhing a good and rea-

fonable markets at each of our pofls.

I am now preparing to march with all the light troops

and a battalion of the 71ft to Augurta, with a view to fe-

cure that important pofl.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Arch. Campbell, Lt. Col. 7 1 ft Reg.

Return of iron and brafs ordnance, &c. taken at SavaJi^

nah in Georgia.

94 barrels of powder. Iron ordnance 36, brafs ditto 9

:

mortars and howitzers 23, fhot 1759, fhells, 249, muiket«

637, fmall arms, 180, &c. &c.

R Wilfon, Lieut, commandant ofthe artillery.

Total of the killed, wounded, and miffing of the detach-

ment of his majefly's forces under th€ command of lieut.

col Campbell, in the aftion of the 29th of Dec. 1778.

Two captains, 5 rank and file killed^ one fubaltern, i

drummer, 1 7 rank and file wounded.

Names and rank of officers killed and wounded.

Capt. Cha. Cameron, i ft battalion, 71ft regiment, aii4

Capt. Campbell, 3d battalion Skinner's, killed 3 iieut.

French, Delancy's, wounded.

Arch. Campbell, Lieut. Col. 7iftr^,

Total of prifoners of w^ar taken in a<^ion, the 29th of Dec.

1778, by his majefty's forces under the command of

lieut. col. Archibald Campbell, of the 71ft x^mmmt-
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One colonel, 3 majors, 11 captains, 15 lieutenants, i

chaplain, i quarter-mafter, 2 furgeons, i mate, a commiA-
fary, i mufter-mafter, 3 3 fergeants, 7 drummers, 6 fifes,

370 rank and file.

Arch. Campbell, lieut. col. 7 1 ft reg*

Extract of a letter from major general Prevoft to lord

George Germain,

I think it my duty to acquaint your lordfhip that, purfuant

to general Sir Heny Clinton*s orders of the 20th October,

received November 27th following, Icolle<5ted all the troops

of every kind, which could be pofTibly fpared from the

necelTary number for the defence of the fort and garrifon of

St. Augufline.

Permit me, my lord, to mention to the praife of the troops

now with me, the unexampled diftrefs under which they

have laboured for a number of weeksfor wantof provifions,

their fpirited excurfions, at a very great diflance, in a coun-

try extremely difficult of accefs, and the chearfulnefs with
with which for many days together, under the mofl fevere

fatigues, they lired only on oyfters j all refources of every

kind being exhaufled, notwithflanding all the induflry and
activity of lieutenant col. Prevoft, who exerted every fmcw
to relieve our wants, not a word of complaint was heard

in Georgia, and to promote the king's fervice, made every

thing eafy, and was patiently bore by the men, who faw
that their officers had Ho better fare themfelves ; at lafl

when the joyful news came, that the troops from the north-

ward were arrived ofF the coafl, thefe with me were foon

ready to co-operate with them. Our artillery and amuni-
tion coming by water in open boats, the only poflible con-

veyance, as we were unaffifted by any naval force, retarded

us fome time, as we were obliged to take a long circuit

to avoid the enemies galKes ; however the activity of Heu-

tenant colonel Prevoft, who had made a forced march in

the night, and furrounded the town of Sunbury to prevent

the enemy from efcaping in cafe they defigned to abandon
the fort, afforded us fome means of bringing a howitzer

and fome royals with which we foon obliged them to fur-

render the garrifon and fort at difcretion. The prifoners,

including the officers, amounting to 212 ; they had a cap-
tain and two men killed and fix wounded : on the fide of

his majefty's troops only one man was killed and three

wound-
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wounded, notwithflanding they had two gallies and an
armed vefTel firing on our trenches for three days, befides

2 1 pieces of cannon mounted in the fort. After I'ettling a
garrifon in it, and ordering the necelTary repairs, I proceeded
to Savannah, to take the command of the army that came
from the northward, hitherto . commanded by lieutenant

col.Campbell, to whom I beg leave to refer yoUr lordfhip for

the particulars of his fuccefs againft the enemy, and the

fteps he has fmce taken to fecure the country along Sa-
vannah river.

I have the honour to be, &c.

A. PREVOST.

Total of the garrifon in Fort Morris, cdmanded by major

Lane, the 9th of Jan. 1779.
One major, 4 captains, 9 lieutenants, i adjutant, i mate^'

14 ferjeants, i drummer, 172 rank and file.

Return of brafs and iron ordnance fiores, in fort Morris

(now fort George) at Sunbury in Georgia, the 13th of

Jan.- 1779.
Brafs ordnance 25, iron ditto ao, fiiot 925, mulkets 236^

fhells and grenades 80.

J. Fairlamb, cap. lieut. to the royal artillery.

A letter from capt. Hyde Parker, of his majefty's fhip

Phoenix, to Mr, Stephens, dated in Savannah river.

SIR,, y

I am to requeft you will be pleafed to acquaint their

lordfiiips, that purfuant to the orders from rear admiral

Gambler, commander in chief in North America, I failed

from New-York the 2 7th of November, with the tranfports

under convoy, and after a feries of bad weather, arrived

ofFTybeethe 23d of December; a fi:rong foutherly current

having fet the fleet to the fouthward, prevented my getting

in until the 24th. The Vigilant and fome tranfports not

being able to get into the river before the 27th, prevented

any operation from going on, excepting a company of light

infantry, under the command of Sir James Baird, and con-

duced by lieut. Clark of the Phenix, fent to Willmington

ifiand, in order to fecure fome of the inhabitants, to gain

Intelligence of the flate of .the enemy; in this they fucceed-

D d ^d

\
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ed by bringing off two men, who informed us, that the

rebels had two row galleys in the mouth ofAugufrine Creek;

that the batteries, which had been ere^fted for the defence

of the river, were much out of repair, and very few troops

jn the towp„ but that a number was expelled to arrive ever

ry day, in conlequcnce of this information, it was determi-

ned by col, Campbell and myfelf, that no time was to be

^loft ; therefore the moment the Vigilant was ready, which

was the 28th, fne was ordered to proceed up the river with

the Greenwich armed floop and Keppel armed brig, the tran^

fports following in the rear j the Comet galley at the fame

time went up the fouth channel. This difpofition had the

defired elfe<5l, by cutting off the enemy's row galleys from

getting back into the inland navigation leading to Sunbury,

and obliged them to retreat up the Savannah river, which

they did, after firing fome ill-diresfted fhot at the armed vet
fels as they advanced.

Finding the battery upon S^tcr's ifland totally deferted,

the Vigilant and armed yeiTels were ordered to proceed to

Bruton's plantation, the place determined upon to make
the landing; but the fhallownefs of the river did not ^ad-

mit of the Vigilant nearer than a random fhot ; the other

vefTels were arranged aiong the banks of the river, oppofitc

jo the landing, juft at dark. The water having ebbed con^^

fiderably, many of the tranfports grounded upon the flats

about four or five miles below the armed veflels, and the o-

thers were obliged to anchor from the night coming on: This

difficulty was in a great meafure obviated by the alertnefs

and aftivity of capt. Stanhope, charged with the command
of the flat boats, &c» The firfl: divifion of troops were

embarked in the boats, and rendezvoufed at the vigilant

;

but from the enemy's fires, they appeared to have taken

pofl: ; it was therefore determined to defer the landing un-

til day light, which v/as effe<Sled at the break of day, with

the lofs of one captain and three or four of the 71 ft killed

and eight or ten wounded.
As foon as the remainder of the army and artillery could

be landed, which was compleated by two o'clock in the

afternoon, colo^iel Campbell began to move forwards to the

town of Savannah. The enemy appeared in force, but, by

a judicious movement of the light infantry, every obflacle

was removed, and in a great meafure the retreat of the ene-?

rny cut off : A number were killed and about 400 made
m^idc prifcners with the mofl: of their artillery. As foon

as
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as I could difcover the troops had made an impreifion, I

moved up with the fmall armed vefTels to the town, and ad-

vanced to the comet galley above the town ; but night and
tide of the ebb coming on prevented her from proceeding

high enough to oblige the rebels to defift from fetting fire

to the Hinchinbrook brig, which they had attempted to

get up the river, but run aground about three miles above
the town, as alfo a floop which was taken next morning.

On the 30th of December, having received intelligence

that the two rebel row gallies were above five miles above

the town, with fome other armed vefTels, it was determin-

ed to furprize them by the troops on the banks of the river,

and the boats fupported by the armed vefTels upon the river,

but either from the intelligence being falfe, or that the ene-

my had moved during the night, we found by information

of the negroes, that they were five miles farther up, howe-
ver the boats took pofTefTion of a Spanifh fhip of fixteen

guns, that was aground and deferted.

After the fcattered remains of the rebel army had been

forced to croTs the Savannah river into fouth Carolina,

it wasjudged by coL Campbell and myfelf the proper mo-
ment of holding out protections to fuch of the inhabitants

of Georgia as retained allegiance to his majefty's perfon

and government, by the proclamation and oath, and I have

great fatisfadlion in acquainting their lordfhips, the efFedls

have perfe6lly juflified our mofl fanguine wifhes, by a very

large majority of the inhabitants of the province of Geor-
gia having already fubfcribed to the oath.

Total of the killed and wounded on board his majefty's fhips

and vefTels in the Savannah river, viz.

I Seaman killed, 5 feamen wounded.
Total of prifoners taken by the fquadron, 1 26. '

Total of fhips and vefTels, feized as prizes by his majeflf's

fliips and vefTels under my command, viz.

Ships 3, brigs, 3, fchooners 2 floops 5,Polacre i.

FINIS.
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(^ A L I ST of the killed and wounded, and thofe made

^^

\ Prifoners or mlflTing, of His Majefty's Forces, un- ^
^ der the command of Lt. Col. Smith, of the loth

•^ Reg. Maj. PiTCAiKNE of the Marines, and the k

It brip-ade under Lord Percy. 'l.

At the Battles of Lexington and Concord, April 19th. 1775-

Rtlurnof ihc rmmlffioneJ, and Nox-tmtniffinniJ

Drumrnrrs, Rmk and File, killed and tmundej, prifon

trs, andmijfwg, on ihi .\<)th /Ifril, 1775.
•

4t!i, (or King's own Regimeni)

I.'eutcnani Kni^jhl, kii'rd. Lieut. G
frilamr. 3 bcrjeanls, I DrumiiK

rank and file, hlltd. 21 wounded,

1 Serjeant iTOun</<'<', 5 rank and i\U killed. 21 iiimnded.

5tlv

r Lieut. Thomas Baker, 1

Reg. J
Lieut. Wiliiaiii Cox. S

( Lt. Tho. Hawklliaw. J

5 rank and lilc killed. 15 wounded.

rLt. Col. FTa^ciwSmitli,

• L T> J Cap Lawrence Pi rfons,

•0thReg.<^[.,';,VVaId. Kelly,

( Enfi.nn Jeremiah Lifter.

I rank and fiie>.7/«/. 13 wounded'.

iShReg. 1 rank and hie «;/W. 4

ijJReg. lI. Col. Bery Bernard, wounded. 4 rank and

file killed, 26 -wounded, 6 miffing.

38ih Rep. Lt William .Sutherland -wounded, 1 Seij

uounded. 4 rank and file k.lled. 1 1 -wounded.

4ldReg Lint Hidl -luimn^W and frifoier. 4 rank

and file killed.

-A J?::.-

^)
'

.

^_(^

(f A LIST of the killed and wounded, of His Ma-
jefty's forces at the engagement of BunkerVhill.

JUNE 17th, 177.5.

^

Return of ,l„ ojglcr,. non-co-nrdff,on officer!, and triz,„Jfs. <

ki led imd luo-inded. of hit Muje/iy t Iroops, al the al-

liich of the redoubt! and inlrenclmenli on the height! of
ChaiWrown. June ,7,1,, 1775. •

Royal Regiment. Artillery, Capts. Huddleton and
Lemoin, lieut.Shuttlevvorth, 1 ferjeant, 8 rank and file,

wounded. .

4th, Foot Captain Balfour, Captain Weft, lieut.

Barron, lieut. Brown wounded. 1 Serjeant, 13 rank and

file killed. I feijeani, 1 drummer and fifer, 29 rai.k

and file wounded.

5th, Capr. Downs killed. Capts. Harris, Jackfon,

Marfden, lieutenanis M'Clintock and Crocker, enfigns

Charlcton and Ballaguire, wounded. 22 rank and file,

killed. 10 ferjeants, 2 drummers and filers, 116 rink

and file, wounded.

loth, Capts. Parfons and Fitzgerald, lieuts. Pelllgrew,

Verner, Hamdion, and Kelly, wounded. 2 ferjeants,

5 rank and file, killed, i drummer and fifer, 39 rank

and file, woundfd.

I 8th, Lieut. Richardfon, wounded. 3 rank and file,

killed. > rank and file, wounded.

22d. Lieut. Culonel Abercromby, killed.

23d, Captain Blakeney, licutv Beckwith, Cochrane,

Lenthall, wounJed. -2 lerieants, 1 drummer, it tank

and file, killed. 2 ferjeants, 1 drummer and fifer, 35
rank anil file, W"unded.

35th, Lieut. Baird, killed. Capts. Drew and Lyon,

lieuis. Maffy ami Campbell, wounded. 18 rank and

fi'e, .killed. 3 ferjeants,. 2 drummers, 41 rank and file

wounded.
38ih. Lieur. ^tton, killed. Capts. Coker, and Boyd,

lifUls. Chiillie, Houfc and Myrcs, enfigns Scrje.int and

Sweney. quarter mafler Mitchell, wounded. 2 ferjeants.

23 rank and file, killed. 4 ferjeanls, i drummer and

fifer, 69 rank and file, wounded.

43d, Major Spendlove, capt. M'Ken-iie, lieuts. Rob-

infon and Dalrymple, wounded. 2 ferjeants, 20 rank

and file kil'ed. ? ferjeants, 2 Drummets and fifers, 77
rank and file, wounded.

47lh. Maj. Smelt, cap's. Craig, England, a^d Alcork,

lleut.-England, wounded. Lieut.' Milliard, lieut Gould,

killed, i ferjeant, 1 ; rank and file, killed. '

3 ferjeants

4^ rank and file, wounded.

52d, Major Willianis, killed. Copts. AddTn. Smith

Davilbn, and lieut. Hii^MK, kd cd. Cap ain Nelf m,

lieuts. Thompfinand Crawford, gnfigns ,.hetwynd and

Grime, wounded. 1 l^rjeant, 21 rank and file, kdkd.

7 ferjeanls, 73 rank and file, wounded.

Sgih. Lieut. Haynes, wounded. 6 rank and file,

killed. 25 rank and file, wounded.

63d, Lt. Didrymple, killed. Capis Folint and 'itop-

ford, wounded, 1 Serjeant, 7 rank ind file, killed. 2

ferjeants, i duimiiicr, it; rank and file, wounded.

65ih Capt Huilbn, killed Major Butler, cop-. Sin-

clair, lieuts. Faxon, Hales, Smith, wounded. f' r-

jeant. 8 rank and file, killed. 1 Icrjoant, 1 drummer,

25 rank and file, wountled.

A'l A R I N E S.

ill. Battalion. Major Pitcalrn, killed. Capt. Ellis,

lieul! Shea, Finnle. killed Capts. Averne. Chudle'gh

and
J
.hnfton, lieu. Ragg, wounded. 2 feijeanls, 15 rank

and file, killed. 2 f.-rjeants, <,% rank at.d file, wounded.

2J Batialion. Ct. Campbell, lieut. Gardiner, killed.

capt, Logan, lieuts. Uy.t and Briftjane. wounded. 5 rank

and file, killed. 1 ferjeant, 29 rank and file, wounded.

Officers attending on Genctal Hnwe.

67th, Capt. Sherwin, aide de camp, klled. (eJ

14th. Lieut. Bruere killed. Enfign H' Iktth, wound-

ROYAL NAVY.
Lieut, Jorden, Engineer li-ut. Page, wounded.

Volunteets. late Barie'j Lieut. .\lex. Campbell On

halfpay, wounded,

ROYAL ARTILLERY.
Mr Vance,

"J ^
4lh, Foot. Mr. Dorcas, / 1

,5111, Mr. Maiden, tS
;iJ, Mr, Harlifon, \ S"

59th, Mr. Ckrk, J •

2d, Battalion. Marines. Mr. B.iWiuan, wounded.

TOTAL.
-| 3 M ijors. "1

27 Captains,
5;

] r- 3^ Lieutenants,
| g

j. ^ 8 I'li.figns,
S- 5

I

a. 4oS..jeant.,
3^

I
12 Drummers, I

J
' 706 Rank and file, J

1 Lieut. Colonel,

2 Majors,

7 Capiains,

9 Li uienants,

15 Ser,eai.ts,

, drummer,

qi Rank and file,

•hi
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