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EDITOR’S PREFACE,

Tne ¢ History of the WorTHies of Enxerann” is a Work univer-
sally allowed to be the most worthy of all the productions of the witty
and learned Fuller. He wrote in an age when quaintness and humour
were appreciated as the peculiar characteristics of the scholar, the bio-
grapher, and the historian. None delighted more in puns, epigram, and
wit, whether worthy or unworthy, than the worthy Doctor; and of all
the various works enumerated in the ensuing Memoir, his *“ WorTHigs,”
as being the last and most laboured effort of his pen, are not only
Suller in useful matter and varied interest, but (as a punster of his own
day would have said) fuller in spirit and fuller in wit; in fact Fuller
throughout, 3

¢ Strong without rage, without o’erflowing full.”

The first edition of Dr. Fuller’s “ Worthies ”’ was published posthu-
mously, under the revision and superintendance of his son, by whom it
was especially dedicated to ‘“the witty monarch’’ Charles the Second.
It appeared in 1662, in one folio volume ; and it certainly presents a
curious specimen, as compared with modern times, of the unsightly ty-
pography of the day, and of the difficulties attending the publication of -
extensive works. The Editor appears to have been compelled to dis-
tribute the copy among different printers, commencing at every stage
with a new series of folios, and leaving at intervals most awful
gaps; the Work being thus considered of too vast a magnitude for
one establishment alone’ to undertake! < The discounting of sheets, to
cxpedite the work at several presses (says the Editor) hath occasioned
the often mistake of the folios.” At the same time, there being neither
a summary of Contents to the volume, nor a general Index, the fulness
of worthy Fuller’s worth was not fully developed.

In 1811, a new edition, in two volumes quarto, made its appearance,
under the editorial superintendance of Mr. John Nichols, proprietor of
the Gentleman's Magazine, with which the Editor was many years
connected. In this edition Mr. Nichols has occasionally introduced
some useful notes, contributed by Sir Egerton Brydges, Mr. J. Britton, Sir
Henry Ellis, Mr. Alexander Chalmers, Mr. Malone, Dr. Bliss, and
others, as well as by himself. Of these the Editor has generally availed
himself; but many of Mr. Nichols’s notes appeared so jejune, and
at the present time so inapplicable, that editorial expurgation be-
came absolutely necessary. For instance, there could be little interest in
informing the reader—aldermannic gastronomy being no longer appre-
ciated as a civic accomplishment—that Mr. Nichols perfectly coincided
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in opinion with Dr. Fuller on the «“ important topic ” that ¢ 'Cow-.heele well
dressed is good meat, that a cook when hungry may lick his ﬁngfars
after it !” (i. p. 288) ; or that ““ Suffolk is not the particular county'whlch
a modern epicure would select for the finest cheese!” Nor did the
Editor consider it necessary to reprint the innumerable and useless re-
ferences to the History of Leicestershire, the Gentleman’s Magazine,
and other works in which Mr. Nichols had a proprietary interest.
Neither has the Editor thought proper to preserve the antiquated
orthography, the vague punctuation, or the ridiculous system of
italicising, &c., so peculiar to the age in which Fuller wrote, and
which Mr. Nichols, in mere imitation of a semi-barbarous system
of typography, has  considered most advisable to preserve pure
and unmixed!” as if the splendid compositions of Shakspeare, of
Milton, and of Dryden, would be rendered more acceptable to
modern times by being clothed in the vague and unintelligible or-
thography of the age in which they wrote. Alas! ““tempora mutantur,
et mutamur in illis.””  But Mr. Nichols appears to have been so much
devoted to the very semblance of hoar antiquity as even to copy the ac-
knowledged or self-evident errors of Fuller’s edition. Thus, althaugh
the author expressly points out and apologizes for the mistake, the Duke
of Monmouth is again placed under the county of Radnor instead of
Monmouth ! the list of Errata contained in the original-edition is
literally reprinted, without the errors having been corrected! the
reference to Hatcher’s <«“MS. eight,” instead of ‘ MS. Catalogue,”
(i. p. 142) is repeated! the typographical blunders occurring in Latin
inscriptions (as ‘“ in omni gradus,” ‘ conjugi sui,” &c. p. 143) are
faithfully copied ! the counties of Anglesea and Brecknock are headed
as belonging to England ! &ec.

In producing this edition of a valuable standard work, the Editor
has not only presented it to the Public in a portable and modernized
form, but he has also appended to each éounty an alphabetical list of all
the celebrated Worthies connected therewith, who have flourished since
the time of Fuller, briefly stating for what they have been distin-
guished, with the respective periods of their births and deaths; and to
enable the reader to obtain further information relative to any parti-
cular individual, a brief summary of all the most important topographical
works connected with each county is uniformly annexed, which, it is
presumed, will be found extremely useful in directing and facilitating the
inquiries of the reader. In order, moreover, to present a synoptical
view of the various matters, &c. contained in the work, the Editor has
prefixed to each volume a minute table of Contents, which, though
given in a very condensed form, exhibits at one view all the differ-
ent heads comprehended under each county; and the general Indexes,
which' have been compiled with some labour, will afford great facility in
referring to any subject or name contained in the three volumes.

Sept. 1840, B8 5,
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Dr. Tuomas FULLER, son of the Rev. Thomas Fuller, rec-
tor of Aldwinkle St. Peter * in the county of Northampton, was
born there in 1608. The chief assistance he had in the rudi-
ments of learning was from his father, under whom he made so
extraordinary a progress, that he was sent at twelve years of
age to Queen’s College in Cambridge ; Dr. Davenant, who was
his mother’s brother, being then master of it, and soon after
bishop of Salisbury. He took his degrees in Arts, and would
have been fellow of the college; but, there being no vacancy
for his county, he removed to Sidney in the same university.
He had not been long there, before he was chosen minister of
St. Bennet’s in the town of Cambridge. In 1631, he obtained
a fellowship in Sidney College, and at the same time a prebend +
in the church of Salisbury. This year also he issued his first
publication, a work of the poetical kind, now but little known.
It was a divine poem, entitled, *“ David’s Hainous Sin, Heartie
Repentances, and Heavie Punishment,” in a thin octavo.

He was soon after ordained priest, and presentéd to the rec-
tory of Broad Windsor in Dorsetshire ; where he married, and
had one son, but lost his wife about 1641. During his retire-
ment at this rectory, he began to complete several works he
had planned at Cambridge; but, growing weary of a country
parish, and uneasy at the unsettled state of public affairs, he
removed to London; and distinguished himself so much in the
pulpits there, that he was invited by the master and brother-
hood of the Savoy to be their lecturer.

* To which he had been presented by William Cecil earl of Exeter.

t He styles himself Prebendarius Prebendarides, in his ‘¢ Appeal of mJured In-
nocence,” addressed to Dr. Heylin, folio, part iii. p. 47 ; a book recommended to
notice by Mr, Granger for its spirit and pleasantry.

b
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In 1640, he published his « History of the Holy War;”” which
was printed at Cambridge in folio. £

April 13, 1640, a Parliament was called ; and then also a Con-
vocation began at Westminster, in Henry the Seventh’s chapel,
of which our author was a member. He continued at the Savoy,
to the great satisfaction of his people, and the neighbouring
nobility and gentry, labouring all the while in private and in
public to serve the king. To this end, on the anniversary of his
inauguration, March 27, 1642, he preached at Westminster Ab-
bey, on this text, 2 Sam. xix. 30, “ Yea, let him take all, so
that my lord the king return in peace:” which sermon being
printed, gave great offence to those who were engaged in the
opposition, and brought the preacher into no small danger. He
soon found that he must expect to be silenced and ejected, as
others had been ; yet desisted not till he either was, or thought
himself, unsettled. This appears from what he says in the pre-
face to his “ Holy State,” which was printed in folio that same
year at Cambridge.

In April 1643, he conveyed himself to the king at Oxford,
who received him gladly. As his majesty had heard of his ex-
traordinary abilities in the pulpit, he was now desirous of know-
ing them personally; and accordingly Fuller preached before
him at St. Mary’s church. His fortune upon this occasion was
very singular. He had before preached and published a sermon
in London, upon “the new moulding Church reformation,”
which caused him to be censured as too hot a royalist: and now,
from his sermon at Oxford, he was thought to be too lukewarm :
which can only be ascribed to his moderation, which he would
sincerely have inculcated in each party, as the only means of
reconciling both. He resolved, however, to recover the opinion
of his fidelity to the royal cause, by openly trying his fortune
under the royal army; and therefore, being well recommended
to Sir Ralph Hopton, in 1643, he was admitted by him in qua-
lity of chaplain. For this employment he was quite at liberty,
being deprived of all other preferment. And now, attending
the army from place to place, he constantly exercised his duty
as ?haplain ; yet found proper intervals for his beloved studies,
WhICh_ he employed chiefly in making historical collections, and
especially if‘ gathering materials for his ¢ Worthies of England.”

How assiduous he was in his researches, and extensive in his
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correspondence, for that purpose, may appear in his Memorial-
ist. This author informs us, that, while he was in progress
with the king’s army, his business and study then was a kind of
errantry ; having proposed to himself a more exact collection
of the Worthies General of England ; in which others had waded
before, but he resolved to go through. In what place soever
therefore he came, of remark especially, he spent most of his
time in views and researches of their antiquities and church
monuments ; insinuating himself into the acquaintance, which
frequently ended in a lasting friendship, of the learnedest and
gravest persons residing within the place, thereby to inform
himself fully of those things he thought worthy the commenda-
tion of his labours. It is an incredible thing to think what a
numerous correspondence the Doctor maintained and enjoyed
by this means. Nor did the good Doctor ever refuse to light
his candle, in investigating truth, from the meanest person’s
discovery. He would endure contentedly an hour or more im-
pertinence from any aged church officer, or other superannuated
people, for the gleaning of two lines to his purpose. And though
his spirit was quick and nimble, and all the faculties of his mind
ready and answerable to that activity of despatch ; yet,in these
inquests, he would stay and attend those circular rambles till
they came to a point ; so resolute was he bent to the sifting out
of abstruse antiquity. Nor did he ever dismiss such adjutators
or helpers, as he pleased to style them, without giving them
money and cheerful thanks besides.*

After the battle at Cheriton Down, March 29, 1644, lord
Hopton drew on his army to Basing House ; and Fuller, being
left there by him, animated the garrison to so vigorous a defence
of that place, that Sir William Waller was obliged to raise
the siege with considerable loss. But the war hasten-
ing to an end, and part of the king’s army being driven into
Cornwall under Lord Hopton, Fuller, having leave of that
nobleman, took refuge at Exeter; where he resumed his
studies, and preached constantly to the citizens. Du-
ring his residence here, he was appointed chaplain to the
princess Henrietta Maria, who was born at Exeter in June 1643 ;
and the king soon after gave him a patent for his presentation

* Life of Dr. Fuller, p. 27.
b 2
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to the living of Dorchester in Dorsetshire. He continued his
attendance on the princess, till the surrender of Exeter to the
parliament, in April 1646 but did not accept the living, because
he determined to remove to London at the expiration of the
war. He relates an extraordinary circumstance which happened
during the siege of Exeter.* ¢ When the city of Exeter,” says
he,  was besieged by the Parliamentary forces, so that only the
south side thereof towards the sea was open to it, incredible
numbers of larks were found in that open quarter, for multitude
like quails in the wilderness; though, blessed be God, unlike
them in the cause and effect ; as not desired with man’s destruc-
tion, nor sent with God’s anger : as appeared by their safe di-
gestion into wholesome nourishment. Hereof 1 was an eye and
mouth witness. I will save my credit in not conjecturing any
number ; knowing that herein, though I should stoop beneath
the truth, I should mount above helief. They were as fat as
plentiful ; so that being sold for two-pence a dozen and under,
the poor who could have no cheaper, and the rich no better
meat, used to make pottage of them, boiling them down therein.
Several causes were assigned hereof, &c.; but the cause of causes
was the Divine Providence, thereby providing a feast for many
poor people, who otherwise had been pinched for provision.”

When he came to London, he met but a cold reception among
his former parishioners, and found his lecturer’s place filled by
another. However, it was not long before he was chosen lec-
turer at St. Clement’s Lane, near Lombard Street; and shortly
after removed his lecture to St. Bride’s in Fleet Street.

In 1647, he published, in 4to., “A Sermon of Assurance,
fourteen years ago preached at Cambridge ; since, in other places 3
now, by the importunity of his friends, exposed to public view.”
He dedicated it to Sir John Danvers, who had been a royalist,
was then an Oliverian, and next year one of the king’s judges ;
and in the dedication he says, that it had been the pleasure
of the present authority to make him mute; forbidding him till
further order the exercise of his public preaching.”

About 1648, he was presented to the perpetual curacy of
West Waltham,t otherwise called Waltham Abbey, in Essex,
by James Hay earl of Carlisle, whose chaplain he was just be-

* See p. 443 of the present volume.
t Newcourt dates this preferment in 1640.—Repertory, vol. IL. p. 631.
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fore made. He spent that and the following year betwixt Lon-
don and Waltham, employing some engravers to adorn his copi-
ous prospect or view of the Holy Land, as from Mount Pisgah
therefore called his “ Pisgah-sight of Palestine and the confines
thereof ; with the history of the Old and New Testament acted
thereon,” which he published in 1650. It is a handsome folio,
embellished with a frontispiece and many other copper plates,
and divided into five books.

As for his “ Worthies of England,” on which he had been la-
bouring so long, the death of the king for a time disheartened
him from the continuance of that work ; ¢ For what shall I write,”
says he, “of the Worthies of England, when this horrid act will
bring such an infamy upon the whole nation, as will ever cloud
and darken all its former, and suppress its future, rising glories ?
He was therefore busy, till the year last mentioned, in prepar-
ing that book and others ; and the next year he rather employed
himself in publishing some particular lives of religious reformers,
martyrs, confessors, bishops, doctors, and other learned divines,
foreign and domestic, than in augmenting his book of English
Worthies in general. To this collection, which was executed
by several hands, as he tells us in the preface, he gave the title
of “ Abel Redivivus,” and published it in 4to, 1651.

And now, having lived above twelve years a widower, he
married a sister of the viscount Baltinglasse about 1654 ; and
the next year she brought him a son, who, as well as the other
before mentioned, survived his father.

In 1656, he published, in folio, “ The Church History of Bri-
tain, from the birth of Jesus Christ to the year 1648;” to
which work are subjoined, “The History of the University of
Cambridge since the Conquest,” and “The History of Waltham
Abbey in Essex, founded by king Harold.” His Church His-
tory was animadverted upon by Dr. Heylin in his “ Examen
Historicum ;> and this drew from our author a reply; after
which they had no further controversy, but were very well re-
conciled.

A short time before the Restoration, Fuller was re-admitted
to his lecture in the Savoy, and on that event restored to his
prebend of Salisbury.

He was chosen chaplain extraordinary to the king; created
Doctor of Divinity at Cambridge by a mandamus, dated August

2, 1660 ; and, had he lived a twelvemonth longer, would pro-
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bably have been raised to a bishopric. But, on his return from
Salisbury in August 1661, he was attacked by a fever, of which
he died the 16th of that month. His funeral was attended by
at least two hundred of his brethren ; and a sermon was preached
by Dr. Hardy, dean of Rochester, in which a great and noble
- character was given of him. ;

In 1662, was published in folio, with an engraving of him *
prefixed, his “History of the Worthies of England.” This
work, which was part of it printed before the author died, seems
not, in the lives or characters in some of the counties, especially
of Wales, so finished as it would probably have been, if he had
lived to see it completely published. It is entitled, “ The His-
tory of the Worthies of England: Endeavoured by Thomas
Fuller, D.D. folio, 1662 :” with a sculpture of his effigies pre-
fixed, engraved by David Loggan, having this inscription round
it, ¢ Tomas Fuller, S. T. D. &t. 53, 1661 ;. this motto at top,
¢ Methodus Mater Memori® ; and these verses at bottom :

‘“The Graver here hath well thy face designed :
But no hand, FULLER, can express thy mind ;

For that, a resurrection gives to those,
Whom silent monuments did long enclose.”

Being a posthumous publication, it was dedicated to king
Charles the Second, by the author’s son, Mr. John Fuller, a
young divine of Cambridge, in the following terms :

“ TO HIS SACRED MAJESTY.
“ Most dread Sovereign :

“The tender of these ensuing collections is made with as much
fear and reverence, as it was intended with duty and devotion
by the author whilst living. The obligation that lieth upon me
to endeavour him all right, forced me unto this presumption.
It is the first voice I ever uttered in this kind ; and T hope it will
be neither displeasing to your Majesty, or blamed by the world ;
whilst (not unlike that of the son of Creesus) it sounds loyalty
to my sovereign, and duty to my father. The matter of this
work, for the most part, is the description of such native and
peculiar commodities as the several counties of your kingdom
aﬂ'ord., with a revival of the memories of such persons which
ha've in each county been eminent for parts or learning. If
this age abound with the like, it is their glory; if not, the pe-

* There is a different

2 Is a difterent portrait of him in a small quarto size, taken at li
period of his life, his right hand on a book, preﬁxedqto his  Abel Reerclli&:ri:‘:s,g?r ar
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rusal may perhaps beget in them a noble emulation of their
ancestors. May your Majesty’s reign be happy and long, to
see your country’s commodities improved, and your worthies
multiplied ! So prayeth,
Your Majesty’s meanest subject,
The Author’s orphan,
JonN FULLER.

And in a preface the reader is thus addressed :

“ Reader,—thou hast here presented to thy view a Collection
of the Worthies of England ; which might have appeared larger,
had God spared (my dear father) the author life. Athis death
there remained unprinted, the bishopric of Durham, the coun-
ties of Derby, Dorset, Gloucester, Norfolk, Northampton, Nor-
thumberland, Nottingham, Oxford, Rutland, with part of Kent,
- Devonshire, and the cities of London and Westminster; which
now at length (according to the copy the author left behind him,
without the least addition,) are made public.

“It is needless here to acquaint thee with the nature of the
work, it being already fully set down in the first sixteen sheets
thereof. Yet thou mayest be pleased to take notice, that (al-
though the title promiseth thee only the History of the Wor-
thies of England) in the end there is added a short description
of the Principality of Wales. The discounting of sheets (to ex-
pedite the work at several presses) hath occasioned the often
mistake of the folios.* Whatever faults else occur in this im-
pression, it is my request, that thou wouldest score them on my
want of care or skill in correcting the same, that they may not
in the least reflect on the credit of my dead father.

“Joun FuLLER.”

This book, though never wholly reprinted, has been partly
revived in epitomes of the whole ;1 or dividedly,in a work, geo-
graphical, historical, and political, whereof the second part is
abstracted from these lives.]

Besides the works already mentioned in the course of this
memoir, Dr. Fuller was the author of several others of a smaller
nature ; as, 1. “ Good thoughts in Bad Times:” 2. “Good

* This apology of course applies only to the original edition.
1 *“ England’s Worthies, in Church and State, &c. 1684,” 8vo.
1 ‘ An Historical Dictionary of England and Wales, &e. 1692,” swo.
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"Thoughtsin Worse Times.” These two pieces, printed separately,
the former in 1645, the latter in 1647, were published together
in 1652. e afterwards published, in 1660-3, Mixed Con-
templations in Better Times.” 4. Andronicus : or The Unfor-
tunate Politician. Lond. 1649,” 8vo. 5. “The Triple Recon-
ciler; stating three controversies, viz. whether ministers have
an exclusive power of barring communicants from the sacra-
ment; whether any person unordained may lawfully preach;
and whether the Lord’s Prayer ought not to be used by all
Christians, 1654,” 8vo. 6. “The Speech of Birds; also of
Flowers ; partly moral, partly mystical, 1660,” 8vo.

He published also a great many sermons, separately and in
volumes. !

Dr. Fuller was in his person tall and well made, but no way
inclining to corpulency ; his complexion was florid; and his
hair of a light colour and curling. He was a kind husband to
both his wives, a tender father to both his children, a good
friend and neighbour, and a well-behaved civilized person in
every respect. He was a most agreeable companion, having a
great deal of wit ; too much, as it should seem, since he could
not forbear mixing it in his most serious compositions.

Of the powers of his memory, such wonders are related as
are not quite credible. He could repeat five hundred strange
words after twice hearing; and could make use of a sermon
verbatim, if he once heard it. He undertook, in passing from
Temple Bar to the furthest part of Cheapside, to tell at his re-
turn every sign as it stood in order on both sides of the way,
repeating them either backwards or forwards ; and he did it ex-
actly. His manner of writing is also reported to have been
strange. He wrote, it is said, near the margin the first words
of every line down to the foot of the paper; then, by beginning
at the head again, would so perfectly fill up every one of these
lines, and without spaces, interlineations, or contractions, would
so connect the ends and beginnings, that the sense would appear
as complete, as if he had written it in a continued series after
the Ordinary manner.

It was sufficiently known, how steady he was in the Pro-
testant religion, against the innovations of the Presbyterians
and Independents ; but his zeal against these was allayed with
gr.eater f:ompassion than it was towards the Papists; and this
raised him up many adversaries, who charged him with puritan-
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ism. He used to call the controversies concerning Episcopacy,
and the new-fangled arguments against the Church of England,
““insects of a day;” and carefully avoided polemical disputes,
being altogether of Sir Henry Wotton’s opinion, “disputandi
pruritus, ecclesi® scabies.” To conclude, whatever exceptions
may be made to him as a writer, he was a man of great good-
ness, and an ornament to the times in which he lived.

These memoirs shall be closed by an extract from his Life in
the ¢ Biographia Britannica ;” comprehending an analysis of
“The Worthies,” and a vindication of the author.

“The subject matter of the book is distributed under the se-
veral counties of England and Wales ; each division beginning,
first, with the commodities, products, and other particulars most
eminent and remarkable in each county ; whether waters, mine-
rals, plants, animals, manufactures, buildings, battles, proverbs,
&c. ;—then the Worthies born or residing therein, marshalled
under theirrespectiveranks or professions;—the whole contents of
each county ending with tables of the Gentry that were therein
in the reign of king Henry the Sixth ; and a list of the Sheriffs,
for several kings’ reigns, down to king James or king Charles
the First, with their arms described, and places of abode. Pre-
fixed to the whole, is a copious Introduction, in near twenty
sheets,* divided into many chapters; distinctly treating of this
grand and comprehensive plan, the matter, order, and style,
&c., shewing how methodical and uniform he has been through-
out; also apologizing [or any defects that may have escaped his
pen, and answering many objections which might be made to
any part thereof, But, as the heads of those preliminary dis-
courses will best explain the contents of the book, and display
as well the variety as the grandeur of the undertaking; and as a
recital of them will give the most ready command of the whole
scheme, to those who would only be informed or reminded
thereof ; or such as may be inclined to revive the authorin a
more correct edition, or give us a continuation or any other im-
provement of his model; the said heads are therefore here
offered to their consideration, as follow :

Cuap. I. Contains the general design; wherein, as learned
Camden and painful Speed, with others, have described the

* In the present edition making 109 pages.
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Cuap. XIX. Ofthe Shires, and why the Worthies are digested
under them.

—— XX. Of the Surnames of Clergymen, and that their sons
have been as successful as others ; with his expedient, where
several places claim the birth of one person.

—— XXI. Other general rules and distinctions for the author
and reader’s ease ; as his use of the word Ampliendum, ex-
pressing a want of fuller intelligence; and his use of S. N.
signifying second nativity : that is, when a Worthy whose na-
tive country is not known, he is historized under that which
was his place of residence; and by the abbreviation REM.
which implies removeable, upon better information : also his
rule for ranking, under some one head, persons who have a
claim to several.

—— XXII. The Precedency of several Prefessions adjusted.

—— XXIII. Of the Authorities from whence the work is de-
rived.

XXIV. Concerning his double division of the English,

according to their nation and profession.

XXYV. General exceptions against the style and matter
of the author prevented; by his propositions of and answers
to them, being twenty-four in number.

—— XXVI. An apology for the involuntary omissions in
this book.

The whole volume, in the original edition, contains more
than a thousand pages; and seems to have been not quite finished
at the end.

Though our author was very diligent (as hath been attested -
in p. xi.) in collecting his materials for this work ; yet, when
several parts of it were written, he had the disadvantage of being
unsettled, remote from proper libraries, and intelligent conver-
sation, being as it were a travelling writer, and forced to leave
blank spaces, especially for dates; wherein he has sometimes
modestly left his reader rather uninformed than misinformed ;
and sometimes again filled them up conjecturally, and without
any supposed need of nice recollection, as he designed to be
more exact upon better opportunities of examination; in several
whereof he was prevented by death. But though he looked
upon dates as so many little sparkling gems in history, that
would reflect the clearest and most sudden light a great way off,
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he still found or thought them very slippery ware, liable, by the
smallest and most imperceptible variations, to lead us greatly
astray from truth ; and speaks of Chronology, in one of his books,
as of a little surly animal, that was apt to bite the fingers of
those who handled it with greater familiarity than was absolutely
necessary ; yet he knew there was no giving any satisfac-
tory intelligence without it, especially in the writing of lives.
But, indeed, an accurate regard to the directions thereof was
little in use with any writers in this particular branch of history
at those times ; as, among many others, may be observed, to go
no further, in the author of his own life, whose deficiencies
we have here been at much trouble to supply; one instance
only whereof is, that though he gives us the titles of almost all
Fuller’s beoks, and their sizes, he has not given us the date of
one. But it was a general or fashionable neglect, especially in
the more polite and ornate writers, as if they thought that arith-
metical figures would look like so many scars in the sleek face
of their rhetorical phrase. But what our author, in apology
for himself, has ingeniously observed further on this topic, we
refer to his own words, in one or two of the chapters, whereof
we have before given the heads. As to the historical particu-
lars of these lives, no man could pretend to be very circumstan-
tial, in a work that proposed to revive the famous men in a
whole nation ; such an undertaking can or should give but a
gfaneral and compendious view of them. Suppose here are
eighteen or twenty hundred eminent persons characterized, much
after the manner of those in his ¢ Church History;” to have
given a general satisfaction in all parts of the lives, actions, and
works, of one or two only in every hundred, might have required
more eyes, hands, and years, than nature allowed this author ; and
per}laps more abilities, knowledge, or information, than could
be justly pretended to, by any of his ungrateful cavillers. Then
for t}‘xe errors that must unavoidably occur in the revival of such
multitudes in all ages, our author’s own apology, as it will be
equ'ally Ifeedful to any other compiler of a numerous collection
(;iltli\:;ss, ;sl::izriop;{([)fu;eod f:i?ml\l/llis own Wf)l‘ds, upon some 0}?-
e Soatind au.th X fe Yall'tyrf)loglst, as followi ‘f It is
i S Ciroz 0 » a voluminous .book, c.onsmtmg of
BT et 5 'c ms énces, (reader, in Pleadl.ng fo.r Mas-

yself,) to have such ubiquitary intelligence,
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as to apply the same infallibly to every particular.”* But there
is no winning the favour of those who think they have a licence.
for detraction, and may spoil an author with impunity,” when
he is incapable of self-defence, both of his reputation and his
labours. Thus we may see some very rash censurers superfi-
cially read, who have often pronounced their anathemas upon
many other historians, from the titles only of their writings, and
sometimes without having ever seen so much as them, treating
him also like those who cannot be content with shearing the
inoffensive prey that is free-yielding of his wool, but they must.
butcher him too: for surely few have been so much pillaged
who have been so much disparaged ; he has been reproached
for his ingenuity by those who have no wit ; and robbed of his
knowledge by those who have no gratitude. Bishop Nicolson,
who was too censorious upon Dr. Fuller’s Church History, will
also run the hazard of recrimination upon this. Our author
began his “ Worthies of England” when he was chaplain to
the Lord Hopton ; and it was his chief study, or mostly under
his consideration by intervals, for near seventeen years, as it
may be from this account computed ; but the bishop says it
was huddled up in haste. Our author mentions (as we have
quoted in p. xviii.) five reasons for publishing this book ; but, as
if he had nothing more than a mercenary motive therein, the
bishop has sunk four of them, and, quoting but the last, induced
you to believe it was only for the procurement of some mode-
rate profit to.the author : and yet not quoted this honestly.
The bishop says, it corrects many mistakes in his “ Church His-
tory ;” but our author was acquainted with few mistakes till a
little time before he died, and then had little leisure or room
to correct many, when the greatest part of his “ Worthies ” was
printed off. 'The bishop says, that Fuller’s chief author is Bale,
for the lives of his eminent writers; and he must have been
his also, if he had wrote in Fuller’s time of the writers Bale
has given account of, when Leland was not published ; unless
he would rather have followed Bale’s Popish plagiary. But a
great part of the writers in Fuller lived and wrote since Bale,
therefore he had many other authorities for his writers, as may
be sufficiently seen in his work. And whether our author has
given more mis-shapen scraps, or lies, as they are called,t of his

* See the present volume, in Berkshire, p. 127.
+ Nicolson’s Historical Library, fol. 1736, p. 6.
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heroes, than the bishop of his historians, those may best judge
who have read the one and the other: but if the bishop would
have undertaken to reform or rectify both, it might have been
more acceptable, as well as more discreet, than to revile an au-
thor so extravagantly as to vilify himself. In short, notwith-
standing these hasty and immoderate aspersions, the characters
or memorials here assembled of so many great men, will always
make the book necessary to be consulted; especially as there
are preserved therein abundance of lives then first or newly
written, and nowhere else to be had; which have been of good
service to many grave writers of substantial credit, even in his-
tory, antiquities, and heraldry; who, wanting neither the judg-
ment nor justice in themselves which they might covet in their
own readers, knew how to make proper uses of his work, and
acknowledgments for what they drew from it, without turning
executioners upon every trivial oversight, or expressing any
grievance at his humour or his wit. But, since his character
has been so much degraded by some, it will be but equitable to
shew that it has been no less exalted by others; and as he has
bestovs.fed a grat(.eful remembrance upon many poets, we have
met w1tl.1 a retn‘pution that has been attempted by one, in a
panegyric upon biography in general, and this biography in par-
'tlcular. It was freely communicated from the author’s original
in the possession of a late nobleman, who was a signal patron
tf) some of .the greatest poets and other ingenious men in his
tln'le 5 ar.ld since it .has never been published; since it is entirely
Sultflble in t.hls, as it may be partly serviceable in any other, col-
le?uon of illustrious men; or may in some part be no less ap-
plicable to any other compiler, than to every peruser of such
collections, we shall here present it as follows, faithfully in its
own language, without any apology for its length.
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TO THE READER AND WRITER OF LIVES.
WRITTEN IN FULLER'S WORTHIES,

Here, from Fame’s wardrobe, you may dress to please,
In suits adorned, and shaped to all degrees;
Each genius hence may graceful habits take ;
No mind so warp’d, some mould won’t straighter make.
Patterns that best become you still prefer,
Without some wearing, they to ruin wear ;
Some patterns yet, like tarnish’d lace, are worn,
And now disguise what once they did adorn;
Then be not servilely a slave to those:
Reform their fashions, but refrain their clothes.
By the best chemic skill, their gifts combin’d
May so concocted be, and so refin’d;
May, through your works, so undistinguished wreathe,
As incense rich, from holy altars breathe ;
Till, so the blended aromatics rise,
In grateful gales, to greet the deities,
That we perceive no frankincense exhale,
No cassia here, or storax there prevail ;
Nor this, can myrrh, that ambergrise can call ;
But one strong, curling odour, spires from all ;
So when such sweets you from these flowers have hiv'd,
From each they differ, as from all deriv’d.
Choose then with prudence, in your choice proceed,
Till those you follow, you’re improv’d to lead.
The object equal to the human mind,
And most instructive, must be human kind.
Read manly books then, books of men, and so,
That you proceed to do the best you know.
Peruse such lives, or parts, as you can live ;
It is the practice must perfection give.
Souls, in which samples great, no semblance breed,
Like cold and hungry soils, but rot the seed ;
Or, like weak stomachs, with strong food oppress’d,
By that ne’er nourished, which they ne’er digest.
For as your meals should suit, to thrive aright,
Your constitution and your appetite ;
So your examples should proportion’d be,
Both to your power, and your capacity.
Some seek their minds with marvels to replete,
And taste no objects they should emulate :
Of things incredible, experience saith,
The feeblest judgments have the firmest faith :
Such, in admiring, still those hours destroy,
They in excelling only should employ.
Some think, distemper'd times less heal’d may be,
By wise men’s woes, than fools’ felicity :
Think not that fortitude grows more unsound,
By vice’s balsam, than by virtue’s wound :
That, without deeds, words hold no lasting height,
Unbodied feathers wanting nerves for flight :
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THE

WORTHIES OF ENGLAND.

CHAPTER 1.

THE DESIGN OF THE ENSUING*WORK.

ExXGLAND may not unfitly be compared to a house, not very
great, but convenient ; and the several Shires may properly be
resembled to the rooms thereof. Now, as learned Master Cam-
den and painful Master Speed, with others, have described the
rooms themselves, so it is our intention, God willing, to
describe the furniture of these rooms; such eminent commo-
dities which every county doth produce, with the persons of
quality bred therein, and some other observables coincident
with the same subject.

Cato, that great and grave philosopher, did commonly
demand, when any new project was propounded unto him,
¢ Cui bono ?” what good would ensue, in case the same was
effected? A question more fit to be asked than facile to be
answered in all undertakings, especially in the setting forth of
new books, insomuch that they themselves, who complain that
they are too many already, help daily to make them more.

Know then, I propound five ends to myself in this Book :
first, to gain some glory to God: secondly, to preserve the
memories of the dead: thirdly, to present examples to the
living : fourthly, to entertain the reader with delight: and
lastly (which I am not ashamed publicly to profess), to procure
some honest profit to myself. If not so happy to obtain all, I
will be joyful to attain some; yea, contented and thankful too,
if gaining any (especially the first) of these ends, the motives of
~ my endeavours.

First, glory to God, which ought to be the aim of all our
actions ; though too often our bow starts, our hand shakes, and
so our arrow misseth the mark. Yet I hope that our describing
so good a land, with the various fruits and fruitful varieties
therein, will engage both writer and reader in gratitude to that
God who hath been so bountiful to our nation. In order
whereunto, I have not only always taken, but often sought
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2 WORTHIES OF ENGLAND.
occasions to exhort to thankfulness, hoping the same will be
interpreted no straggling from my subject, but a closing with
my calling. L

Secondly, to preserve the memories of the dead. A good
name is an ointment poured out, smelt where it is not seen.
It hath been the lawful desire of men in all ages to perpetuate
their memories, thereby in some sort revenging themselves of
mortality, though few have found out effectual means to per-
form it. TFor monuments made of wood are subject to be
burnt; of glass, to be broken; of soft stone, to moulder; of
marble and metal, (if escaping the teeth of time) to be demo-
lished by the hand of covetousness; so that, in my apprehen-
sion, the safest way to secure a memory from oblivion is (next
his own virtues) by committing the same in writing to posterity.

Thirdly, to present examples to the living, having here
precedents of all sorts and sizes; of men famous for valour,
wealth, wisdom, learning, religion, and bounty to the public,
on which last we most largely insist. 'The scholar, being taxed
by his writing master for idleness in his absence, made a fair
defence, when pleading that his master had neither left him
paper whereon or copy whereby to write. But rich men will
be without excuse, if not expressing their bounty in some
proportion, God having provided them paper enough [“the
poor you have always with you ”*] and set them signal exam-
ples, as in our ensuing work will plainly appear.

Fourthly, to entertain the reader with delight. 1 confess, the
subject is but dull in itself, to tell the time and place of men’s
birth, and deaths, their names, with the names and number of
their books; and therefore this bare skeleton of time, place,
and person, must be fleshed with some pleasant passages. To
this intent I have purposely interlaced (not as meat, but as
condiment) many delightful stories, that so the reader, if he do
not arise (which 1 hope and desire) religiosior or doctior, with
more piety or learning, at least he may depart jucundior, with
more pleasure and lawful delight.

Lastly, to procure moderate profit to myself in compensation
of my pains. It was a proper question which plain-dealing
Jacob. pertinently propounded to Laban his father-in-law :
“and now when shall I provide for mine house also?”+
Hitherto no stationer hath lost by me; hereafter it will be high
time for me (all things considered) to save fer myself.

The matter following may be divided into real and personal,
though not according to the legal acception of the words. By
real, I understand the commodities and observables of every
county : by personal, the characters of those worthy men who
were natives thereof. We begin with a catalogue of the parti-
cular heads whereof this Book doth consist, intending to shew

* John xii. 8. t Gen. xxx. 30.
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how they are severally useful ; and then I hope, if good as
single instruments, they will be the Zeffer as funed in «
consort.

CHAPTER II.

THE REAL TOPICS INSISTED ON IN THE RESPECTIVE COUNTIES.

TIIE NATIVE COMMODITIES.

No County hath cause to complain with the Grecian widows,
that they are neglected in the daily ministration.* God hath
not given all commodities to one, to elate it with pride, and
none to others ta deject them with pensiveness; but there is
some kind of equality betwixt the profits of counties, to con-
tinue commerce, and balance trading in some proportion.

We have therefore in this Work taken especial notice of the
several commodities which every Shire doth produce. And
indeed God himself enjoineth us to observe the variety of the
earth’s productions in this kind. For speaking of the land of
Havilah, where, saith he, “there is gold, and the gold of that
land is good; there is bdellium, and the onyx-stone:”t see
here how the Holy Spirit points at those places where God hath
scattered such treasure, and the best thereof in all kinds, that
man, if so disposed, may know where to gather them up.

I confess, England cannot boast of gold, and precious stones,
with the land of Havilah ; yet affordeth it other things, both
above and beneath ground, more needful for man’s being.
Indeed some Shires, Joseph-like, have a better coloured coat
than others; and some, with Benjamin, have a more bountiful
mess of meat belonging unto them. Yet every County hath a
child’s proportion, as if God in some sort observed gavel-kind
in the distribution of his favours. ¢ Oh that men would there-
fore praise the Lord for his goodness, and declare the wondrous
works which he doeth for the children of men.}”

Know, reader, when a commodity is general to all England,
then, to avoid repetition, it is entered in that county where
there was the first, or else the most and best of that kind.
And we have so contrived it; that, generally, tkree commodities
are treated of in every county.

THE MANUFACTURES.

Some Heathen have causelessly complained of Nature as a
step-mother to mankind, because other creatures come into the
world clothed with feathers, furs, or fleeces, &ec., or armed with
paws, claws, beaks, tusks, horns, hoofs; whilst man is exposed
naked into the world: I say a causeless charge, because Provi-

* Actsvi 1. -1 Gen. ii. 12. 1 Psalms cyii. 8.
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dence having given men hands, and reason to use them (two
blessings denied to other creatures), all clothing and fencing is
eminently and transcendantly bestowed upon him.

It is very remarkable to see the manufactures in England, not
knowing whether more to admire the rarity or variety thereof.
Undoubtedly the wealth of a nation consisteth in driving a na-
tive commodity through the most hands to the highest artificial
perfection, whereof we have taken especial cognizance in.the
respective counties, yet so as (though briefly naming) not
largely handling that manufacture whereon we have formerly
insisted.

It must not be forgotten that there be some things which
cannot properly be termed natural commodities, because of
their quality altered and disguised by men’s industry; and yet
they attain not the reputation of manufactures. As salt, being
water boiled; malt, barley dried; cider, apples pressed. See-
ing therefore they have a mixed nature, they are promiscuously
placed as suiteth best with my own conveniency.

MEDICINAL WATERS,

The God of Nature hath not discovered himself so variously
wonderful in any thing, as in the waters of fountains, rivers, &ec.
England hath as large a share herein as any country, and her
springs wonderful on several accounts.

1. Colour; black, red, yellow, &c.—2. Taste ; sweet, bitter,
salt, acid, corroding, astringing, &c.—3. Odour; stinking of
sulphur, like the scouring of a gun very foul.—4. Sound ; beat-
ing sometimes like a march, sometimes like a retreat on several
occasions.—5. Heat; lukewarm, and gradually hot even to
scalding.—6. Weight; considerably heavier or lighter in pro-
portion to other waters.—7. Motion; though many miles from
the sea, sympathizing therewith, ebbing and flowing accord-
ingly.—8. Effects; some being surgeons to heal sores, others
physicians to cure diseases.

The last is proper for our pen, being the largess of Heaven
to poor people, who cannot go to the price of a costly cure.
Of these more have been discovered by casualty than industry,
to evidence that therein we are not so much beholden to man’s
pains as God’s providence. Many springs formerly sovereign,
have since lost their virtue, yet so that other springs have found
it; so that their sanative qualities may seem not taken away,
but removed. And as there are many mean men of great ability
yet depressed in obscurity; so no doubt there are in our land aque
tncognite of concealed worth and virtue ; in effect no whit infe-
rior to phose which in fame are far above them. However, the
gift which Nature holdeth forth may be doubled in the goodness
the_reof, if the hand of Art do but help to receive it, and the
patients be prepared with physic, in the using of such water;
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otherwise fons vite may be fons mortis, if diet, due time, and
quantity be not observed. )

Some will say that our English waters must needs be raw,
because so far from the fire ; whilst those are better boiled,
which, lying more south, are nearer the sun. But experience
avows the contrary, that England affordeth most sanative
waters for English bodies, if men were as judicious in taking,
as Nature is bountiful in tendering them.

As for the proprietaries of such (or rather of the ground sur-
rounding such) medicinal waters, as I would not have them de-
trimented in the least degree by the conflux of people unto
them; so it is injurious in my judgment for them to set them
to sale, and make gain of God’s free gift therein. I confess,
water was commonly sold in the land of Canaan, proved by
that passage in the Prophet, “Oh, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters; and he that hath no money,”* &e.
Yea, so churlish were the Edomites to the Israelites, that ¢ they
would not give,” that is, “afford them water for money.”t
But it is considerable : well-water in those hot countries was
acquired with vast pains and expence, it being dearer to sink a
well than build an house, besides many frustrations in that kind,
before their endeavours found full effect; which made it the
more equal for the owners, by such sales, to make profit, or
rather to make up their reparations. But no such cost being.
expended in the case in hand, it may be accounted a kind of
simony, in such as sell ease and help to poor people, though
they may lawfully buy it, as passive and necessitated thereunto.

THE WONDERS.

Of these England affordeth many, which by several authors
are variously reckoned up. One reckoneth four as most re-
markable;] another accounted six;§ a third bringeth them up
to thirteen,|| which since some have increased. Indeed if so
many men had all agreed in one number, that had been a
wonder indeed.

But under this title we comprehend all rarities, whish are out
of the ordinary road of nature, the illustration whereof may
minister unto us matter of profitable discourse. Of these
wonders, some were transient, lasting only for a time (like ex-
traordinary ambassadors employed on some great affair); others
liegers and permanent, the most proper for our pen to observe.
And to prevent vacuity in some counties (that this topic of
wonders might be invested with some matter), some artificial
rarities are (but very sparingly) inserted, such as transcend the
standard of ordinary performance: but these are cast in as over-
weight, the former being only our proper subject.

* Isaiah, Iv. 1. t Deut. ii. 28. 1 H. Huntingtlon. § Sir Jobn Sidney.
il Samuel Beauland on Nennius.
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Our great design herein is, that men may pay the tribute of
their admiration, where the same is due, to God himself, who,
as David observeth, “only doth great wonders.”* Only, ex-
clusively of men and angels; doth, that is, really, solidly, and
substantially. Jugglers do shew, not do, whose pretty works are
not prestationes, but prestigie. Great wonders, called in
Scripture MaGgNAL1A; and, if the Latin alloweth the word, we
could grant the devil his Parvalia, doing. of petty feats, great-
ened into wonders by his cunning and our credulity.

Well, let our admiration be given to God, seeing deliberate
wondering (when the soul is not suddenly surprised) being
raised up to an height is part of adoration, and cannot be given
to any creature without some sacrilege. Such wondering con-
sists of reverence and ignorance, which best becometh even the
wisest of men, in their searches after God his ways. As for
that unkind wondering, which melts not man’s heart like wax
into the praising of God, but clay-like hardeneth it unto stupe-
faction, “Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish.”t
God keep all good men from being guilty thereof!

A secondary end T have herein, to shew that England falls
not short of foreign countries in wonderful sights, the same in
kind, though not in degree. Italy hath her Grotta della Sibilla ;
we in Somersetshire our Wockley Hole. Spain her Anas; we
our Mole, &c. But wonders, like prophets, are not without
honour save in their own country, where constancy (or at least
commonness of converse) with them abateth their respect and
reputation. !

THE BUILDINGS.

[Reader, in our following book we have inverted the method,
and more properly placed buildings next to manufactures.] '

Next we take notice of the signal structures which each
County doth afford. Indeed the Italians do account all English
to be Gothic buildings, only vast (and greatness must have
something of coarseness therein). However, abating for their
advantage above us in materials, marble, porphyry, &ec. their
palaces may admire the art in some English fabrics, and in our
Churches especially.

Elisha, beholding Hasael, wept by way of prophecy, foresee-
ing that, amongst other many mischiefs, he would set fire on the
strong cities,} and, by consequence, on the fair houses in Israel.
But well may we weep, when looking back on our late civil war,
remembering how many beautiful buildings were ruined thereby,
though indeed we have cause to be thankful to God that so
many are left standing in the land.

_But what said our Saviour to his disciples, when transported
with wonder at the goodly stones in the Temple? ¢ Are these

* Psalm cxxxvi. 4. + Acts xiii, 41. T 2 Kings viii. 12.
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the things you look upon ! Such transitory buildings are
unworthy of a Christian’s admiration. And let it be our
care, that when the fairest and firmest fabrics fall to the ground,
yea, when “ our earthly house be dissolved, we may have an
house not made with hands, but eternal in t;he heavens.”t

LOCAL PROVERBS.

A Proverb is much matter decocted into few words. Hear
what a learned critic saith of them :} “ Argute hee brevesque
loquendi formulee, quamvis & trivio petltata: et plebi frequentatee,
suas habent veneres, et genium cujusque gentis penés quam ce-
lebrantur, atque acumen ostendunt.”

Some will have a proverb so called from verbum a word,
and pro (as in proavus ) signifying before ; being a speech which
time out of mind hath had peaceable possession in the mouths
of many people. Others deduce it from verbum a word, and
pro for vice (as in propreses) in stead of, because it is not to
be taken in the literal sense; one thing being put for another.

Six essentials are required to the completing of a perfect
proverb; namely, that it he

1. Short. ‘1. Oration.
2. Plain. 2. Riddle.
3. Common. Otherwise it is no ) 3. Secret.

4. Figurative. proverb, but a 24. Sentence.
5. Ancient. 5. Upstart.
6. True. . A 6. Libel.

I have only insisted on such local Proverbs in their respec-
tive counties, wherein some proper place or person is men-
tioned ; such as suggest unto us some historical hint, and the
interpretation thereof afford some considerable 1nformat10n, and
conduce to the illustration of those counties wherein they are
used.

Herein I have neglected such narrow and restrictive Pro-
verbs as never travelled beyond the smoke of the chimneys of
that town wherein they were made, and, though perchance sig-
nificant in themselves, are unknown to the neighbouring coun-
ties, so far they are from acquiring a national reception. Be-
sides, I have declined all such which are frivolous, scurrilous,
scandalous, confining ourselves only to such whose expounding
may contribute to the understanding of those shires wherein
they are in fashion.

Objection.— It is more proper for a person of your profession
to employ himself in reading of and commenting on the Pro-
verbs of Solomon,§ to “know wisdom and instruction, to per-
ceive the words of understanding.” Whereas you now are
busied in what may be pleasant, not profitable ; yea, what may
inform the fleshly, not edify the inward man.

* Lukexxi. 6. t 2 Cor. v. 1. 1 Salmasius € Levino Warnero.
§ Prov. i 2.
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Answer.—Let not our fellow-servants be more harsh unto
us than our Master himself: we serve not so severe a Lord,
but that he alloweth us sauce with our meat, and recreation
with our vocation.

Secondly, God himself, Desides such as I call supernatural
Proverbs (as Divinely inspired), taketh notice, and maketh use of,
the natural or native proverbs of the country, praising, approv-
ing, and applying some; ¢ Physician, cure thyself ;7% < The
dog is returned to his vomit, and the swine which was washed
to her wallowing in the mire.” ¥ Disliking and condemning
others, and commanding them to be abolished: “ The fathers
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge.”t Now seeing antiquity without verity is no just plea
that any thing should be continued, on this warrant I have, in
these our country proverbs, alleged more than I allow; branding
some with a note of infamy, as fit to be banished out of our dis-
course. , i

Lastly, besides information much good may redound to the
reader hereby. It was the counsel which a wise gave to a great
man; “ Read histories, that thou dost not become a history.”
So may we say, “Read Proverbs, that thou beest not made a
proverb,” as God threatened the sinful people of Israel.§ Sure
I am that David, by minding of a country (no canonical% pro-
verb—viz. “ Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked,”|| was
thereby dissuaded from offering any violence to the person of
Saul, then placed in his power, whereby he procured much
tranquillity to his own conscience.

We have not confined ourselves to Proverbs in the strict
acception thereof ; but sometimes insist on such which have
only a proverbial tendency, or lie, as one may say, in the
marches betwixt proverb and prophecy ; where they afford us a
fit occasion to sally forth into such discourse as may conduce to
the history of our nation.

THE MEDICINAL HERBS.

Some maintain this position, “that every country cures the
diseases which it causes, and bringeth remedies for all the ma-
ladies bred therein.” An opinion which, grant not true, yet
may have much truth therein, seeing every country, and Eng-
land especially, affordeth excellent plants: were it not partly
formen’slaziness, that they will not seek them; partly for their
ignorance, that they know not when they have found them ; and
partly for their pride and peevishness, because, when found, they
disdain to use and apply them. Indeed, quod charum, charum ;
what is fetched far, and bought dear, that only is esteemed ;
otherwise, were many English plants as rare as they are useful,
we would hug in our hands what we now trample under our feet.

* Luke iv. 23. + 2 Peter ii. 22. 1 Ezek. xviii. 2.
§ 1 Kings ix. 7. | 1 Sam. xxiv, 12,
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For proof hereof, let not the reader grudge to peruse these
words of a grand herbalist,* speaking of virga aurea, or golden
rod, growing plentifully, but discovered lately in Middlesex :
“1It is extolled above all other herbs for the stopping of blood in
sanguinolent ulcers and bleedingwounds ; and hath in time past
been had in greater estimation and regard than in these days.
For, in my remembrance, I have known the dry herb, which
came from beyond the seas, sold in Bucklersbury, in London,
for two shillings and sixpence the ounce; but since it is found
in Hampstead Wood, even as it were at the town’s end, no man
will give two shillings and sixpence for an hundred weight of
it ; which plainly sets forth our inconstancy and sudden muta-
bility, esteeming no longer of any thing, how precious soever it
be, than while it is strange and rare.”

» We may also observe, that many base and barren heaths and
hills, which afford the least food for beasts, yield the best phy-
sic for man. One may also take notice that such places that are
nearest to London, Cambridge, Oxford, Bath, or where some emi-
nent herbalist hath his habitation, afford us the greater variety
of medicinal herbs. Not that more have grown, but more are
known thereabouts, where the native plants are not better, but
more happy in their vicinity to such discoverers. And now, to
be always within the reach if not the touch of mine own calling,
we may observe in Scripture that God’s Spirit directs men to
the gathering of such simples of his own planting: “Is there
no balm in Gilead ?”+ True in a literal sense, as well as mys-
tically of our Saviour. '

Now the reason why I have been so sparing on this topic,
and so seldom insist thereon, is because these herbs grow
equally for goodness and plenty in all countries; so that no
one shire can, without manifest usurpation, entitle itself
thereunto. Besides, they are so common and numerous, they
would jostle out matter of more concernment. However, we
have noted it where the herb is rare and very useful : and in our
following Book (though here the method be transposed) have
placed medicinal herbs next medicinal waters, conceiving that
order most natural.

CHAPTER III.

OF THE FIRST QUATERNION OF PERSONS.
I. PRINCES.—II. SAINTS.—III. MARTYRS.—IV. CONFESSORS.
PRINCES,
WE take the word, as it is of the common gender, inclusive
of both sexes, and extend it only to kings with their wives and

* Gerard, in his Herbal, p. 430. + Jer. viii, 22.
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children. Of the second sort we have but few, and those only
from the time of king Edward the Fourth, who first married
his subject, or native of his dominions. |

We confine ourselves to such as were born since the Con-

uest ; otherwise we should be swallowed up, should we launch
out beyond that date into the Saxon government, especially into
the gulf of their Heptarchy, where a prince could not be seen for
princes. But, if a British or Saxon king comes under our pen,
we prefer to take cognizance of him in some other notion (as
of saint, martyr, soldier, &c.) so to preserve the topic of prince-
ship entire according to our design. .

We have stinted ourselves only to the legitimate issue of
kings ; and after such who are properly princes, we have, as
occasion is offered, inserted some who in courtesy and equity
may be so accepted, as the heirs to the crown (in the Lancas-
trian difference) though not possessed thereof ; or else so near
a kin thereunto, that much of history doth necessarily depend
upon them.

We have observed these nativities of princes, because
such signal persons are not only oaks amongst under-woods, but
land-marks amongst oaks, and the directory for the methodical
regulation of history. Besides, in themselves they are of spe-
cial remark, as more or less remote from the crown; not only
their own honour, but the happiness of thousands being con-
cerned in their extraction, and Divine providence most visible
in marshalling the order thereof. For, although ¢ Nasci & prin-
cipibus fortuitum est” may pass for a true instance in gram-
mar, it is no right rule in divinity, which, though acknowledging
“rich and poor the work of God’s hands,”* pronounceth
princes to be men “of his right hand, made strong for him-
self,”t that is, purposely advanced to employ their own great-
ness to his glory.

Let none object that the wives of kings need not to have
been inserted, as persons of no such consequence in govern-
ment, seeing it is the constant practice of the Spirit of God,
after the mention of a new king in Judah, to record the name
of his mother and her parentage: “His mother’s name also
was Micaiah, the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah:*t ¢ His
‘mother’s name was Althaliah, the daughter of Omri :*§ ¢ His
mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Lib-
nah || and divines generally render this reason thereof, that if
such kings proved godly and gracious, then the memory of their
mothers should receive just praise for their good education ; if
otherwise, that they might be blamed for no better principling
them in their infancy.

* Job xxxiv. 19. t Psalm Ixxx. 17. i Chron. xiii. 2.
§ 2 Chron. xxii, 2. Il 2 Kings xxiii. 31.
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SAINTS.

This word accepts of several interpretations, or rather they
are injuriously obtruded upon it. 1. Saints of fiction, who
never were in rerum naturd, as St. Christopher, &c. 2. Saints
of faction, wherewith our age doth swarm, alleging two argu-
ments for their saintship: first, that theyso call themselves;
secondly, that those of their own party call them so. Neither
of these belong to our cognizance. 3. Saints of superstition,
reputed so by the court of Rome. 4. Saints indeed, parallel to
St. Paul’s “ Widows indeed,”* and both deserve to be honoured.

It is confessed, in this our book, we drive a great trade in the
third sort ; and I cannot therefore but sadly bemoan that the
lives of these saints are so darkened with popish illustrations,
and farced with faussetés to their dishonour, and the detriment
of church history; for, as honest men, casually cast into the
company of cozeners, are themselves suspected to be cheats, by
those who are strangers unto them; so the very true actions
of these saints, found in mixture with so many forgeries, have a
suspicion of falsehood cast upon them.

Inquiring into the causes of this grand abuse, I find them
reducible to five heads.

1. Want of honest hearts in the biographists of these saints,
which betrayed their pens to such abominable untruths.
2. Want of able heads, to distinguish rumours from reports,
reports from records; not choosing, but gathering; or rather
not gathering, but scraping what could come to their hands.
3. Want of true matter, to furnish ouat those lives in any pro-
portion. As cooks are sometimes fain to lard lean meat, not
for fashion, but necessity, as which otherwise would hardly be
eatable for the dryness thereof; so these, having little of these
saints more than their names, and dates of their deaths, and those
sometimes not certain, do plump up their emptiness with such
fictious additions. 4. Hope of gain; so bringing in more cus-
tom of pilgrims to the shrines-of their saints. 5. Lastly, for
the same reason for which Herod persecuted St. Peter (for I
count such lies a persecuting of the saints’ memories) merely
because they saw it pleased the people.t :

By these and other causes it is come to pass, that the obser-
vation of Vives is most true: ‘“ Que de sanctis scripta sunt,
preaeter pauca queedam, multis feedata sunt commentis, dum qui
scribit affectul suo indulget, et non quee egit divus, sed quee
illum egisse vellet, exponit.”’} (* What are written of the saints,
some few things excepted, are defiled with many fictions, whilst
the writer indulgeth his own affection, and declareth not what the
saint did do, but what he desired that he should have done.”)
To this let me couple the just complaint of that honest Domi-
nican Melchior Canus: “ Dolenter hoc dico, multd severius a

¥ 1 Tim. v. 3. t Acts xii. 3, $ De Trad. Discrip. 1. v.
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Laertio vitas Philosophorum scriptas, qudm a Christianis vitas
Sanctorum, longéque incorruptius et integrius Suetonium res
Caesarum exposuisse, quam exposuerint Catholici, non res dico
imperatorum, sed martyrum, virginum, et .confessorum.”*. (&l
speak it to my grief,” saith he, ¢ that the lives of the Philoso-
phers are more gravely written by Laertius, than Saints are by
Christians ; and that Suetonius hath recorded the actions of the
Caesars with more truth and integrity, than Catholics have the
lives, I say not of princes, but even of martyrs, virgins, and con-
fessors.”)

To return to our English saints. As our catalogue beginneth
with Alban, it endeth with Thomas bishop of Hereford, who
died anno Domini 1282, the last Englishman canonized by the
Pope: for though Anselm was canonized after him (in the
reign of king Henry the Seventh) he was no English but a
Frenchman, who died more than an hundred years before him.
Since which time, no English, and few foreigners, have attained -
that honour; which the Pope is very sparing to confer: First,
because sensible that multitude of saints abateth veneration.
Secondly, the calendar is filled, not to say pestered, with them,
jostling one another for room, many holding the same day in
co-partnership of festivity. Thirdly, the charge of canonization
is great ; few so charitable as to buy it, the Pope too covetous
to giveit to the memories of the deceased. Lastly, Protestants
daily grow more prying into the Pope’s proceedings, and the
[suspected] perfections of such persons, who are to be sainted ;
which hath made his Holiness the more cautious, to canonize
none whilst their memories are on the must, immediately after
their deaths, before the same is fined in the cask, with some
competent continuance of time after their decease.

NOBLE MARTYRS.

St. Ambrose, in his Te Deum, doth justify the epithet; and
by Martyrs, all know such only are imported who have lost
their lives for the testimony of a fundamental truth. However,
we find the word by one of the purest writers in the primitive
times attributed to such who were then alive:  Cyprianus
Nemisiano Felici, Lucio, alteri Felici, Litteo, Coliano, Victori,
Faderi, Dativo, Coepiscopis ; item, Compresbyteris et Diacon-
1bus,' et ceeteris fratribus in metallo constitutis, Martyribus Dei
Patris Omnipotentis et Jesu Christi Domini, et Dei Conser-
vatoris nostri, eternam salutem.”t ek

See here how he bemartyreth such who as yet did survive
but in so servile a condition (condemned to the mines) that
they were almost hopeless, without miracle, to be released.
Yet dare we not presume on this precedent of St. Cyprian
(children must not do what their fathers may) to use the word

* Lib, xi. c. 6. 1 Cyprianus, Epist. 77. as marshalled by Pamelian.
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so extensively ; but by martyrs understand persons (not in the
deepest durance and distress) but actually slain for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ, which by an ingenious pen is thus not ill
expressed :

‘¢ What desperate challenger is he, For all the way he goes he’s none
Before he perish in the flame, Till he be gone.
‘What e’er his pain or patience be, It is not dying, but ’tis death

Who dares assume a MARTYR'S name 2 Only gains a MARTYR’S wreath.”

Now such martyrs as our land hath produced are reducible to
three different ranks : :

1. Britons, suffering under Dioclesian, the persecuting
Roman emperor; as Alban, Amphibalus, &c. 2. Saxons, mas-
sacred by the Pagan Danes; as king Edmund, Ebba, &c.
3. English, murdered by the cruelty of papists, since the year
1400 ; as William Sawtree, John Badby, &c.

In the two former of these we are prevented, and they antici-
pated from us, by the Pope’s canonizing them under the title
of Saints. The third and last only remain proper for our
pen, martyred by the Romish prelates for above an hundred and
fifty years together.

I confess I have formerly met with some men, who would not
allow them for martyrs who suffered in the reign of queen
Mary, making them little better than felons de se, wilfully draw-
ing their blood on themselves. -Most of these, I hope, are
since convinced in their judgment, and have learned more cha~
rity in the school of affliction, who by their own losses have
learned better to value the lives of others, and now will willingly
allow martyrship to those from whom they wholly withheld or
grudgingly gave it before. ; :

We have reckoned up these martyrs according to the places
of their nativity, where we could find them, which is my first
choice, in conformity to the rest of this work. But in case this
cannot be done, my second choice is (for know, reader, ’tis no
refuge) to rank them according to the place of their death,
which is their true birth-place in the language of antiquity.*
Hear how a right ancient author expresseth himself to this pur-
pose: “ Apteé consuetudinem tenet Ecclesia, ut solennes bea-
torum Martyrum vel Confessorum Christi dies, quibus ex hoc
mundo ad regionem migraverunt vivorum, nuncupentur Natales,
et eorum sollennia non funebria, tanquam morientium, sed
(utpote in verd vitd nascentium) Natalitia vocitentur.”t Now
if the day of their death be justly entitled their birth-day, the
place of their death may be called their birth-place by the same
analogy of reason and language. ’

We have given in a list of martyrs’ names in their respective
counties, but not their total number, only insisting on such

* Origen, lib. iii. Comment. in Job. Albinus Flac. de Divin. Offic cap. de
Sextd Feril, p. 60. .
t Nichol. Papa in Epist. ad Consulta Bulgarorum, cap. 5.in fine,
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who were most remarkable ; remitting the reader for the rest
to the voluminous pains of Mr. Fox, who hath written all, and
if malicious papists be believed, more than all, of this subject.

WORTHY CONFESSORS.

All good Christians are concluded within the compass of
Confessors in the large acception thereof. «With the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”* But here we restrain this
title to such who have adventured fair and far for martyrdom,
and at last not declined it by their own cowardice, but escaped
it by Divine Providence. Confessor is a name none can wear
whom it cost nothing. It must be purchased for the mainte-
nance of the faith, with the loss of their native land, liberty,
livelihood, limbs, any thing under life itself.

Yet in this confined sense of confessors, we may say with
Leah, at the birth of Gad, “Behold a troop cometh,”t too
many to be known, written, read, remembered ; we are forced
therefore to reconfine the word to such who were canditates
and probationers for martyrdom in prozima potentit. There
was not a stride, “but (to use David’s expression) a step
betwixt them and death ;1 their wedding clothes were made,
but not put on, for their marriage to the fire. In a word, they
were soft wax, ready chafed and prepared, but the signature of
a violent death was not stamped upon them.

Manifold is the use of our observing these confessors: First,
to show that God alone hath paramount power of life and
death ; preserving those who by men are “appointed to die.”§
One whose son lay very sick, was told by the physician, “ Your
son, sir,is a dead man.” To whom the father (not disheartened
thereat) returned, “I had rather a physician should call him so an
hundred times, than a judge on the bench should do it once,
whose pronouncing him for a dead man makes him to be one.”

_ But though both a physician in nature, and a judge in law,
give men for gone, the one passing the censure, the other sen-
tence of death upon them; God, “to whom belongeth the
issues from death,”|| may preserve them long in the land of the
living. Hereof these confessors are eminent instances; and
may God therefore have the glory of their so strange deli-
verances !

Sepondly, it serveth to comfort God’s servants in their great-
est distress. Let hand join in hand ; let tyrants piece the lion’s
cruelty with the fox’s craft; let them face their plots with
power, and line them with policy; all shall take no effect.
God’s servants, if he seeth it for his glory and their good, shall
either be mercifully preserved from or mightily protected in
dangers, whereof these confessors are “ a cloud of witnesses.”

We have an English proverb,  Threatened folks live long;”

* Rom. x. 10. + Gen. xxx. 11. 1 1 Sam. xx. 3.
§ Psalm Ixxix.11., || Psalm lxviii. 20.
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but let me add, I know a threatened man who did never die at
all; namely, the prophet Elijah, threatened by cruel and crafty
Jezebel, “The gods do so to me, and more also, if I make not
thy life like one of their lives by ‘to-morrow at this time.*
Yet did he never taste of mortality, being conveyed by a fiery
chariot into heaven. Now, although our ensuing history pre-
senteth not any miraculously preserved from death, yet affordeth
it plenty of strange preservations of persons to extreme old age,
though they wear the marks of many and mighty men’s menaces,
who plotted and practised their destruction.

We have pursued the same course in confessors, which we
embraced in:martyrs; viz. we have ranked them according
to their nativities, where we could certainly observe them, to
make them herein uniform with the rest of our book. But
where this could not be attained, we have entered them in
those counties where they had the longest or sharpest sufferings.
And this we humbly conceive proper enough, seeing their con-
fessorship in a strict sense did bear true date from the place of
their greatest persecution.

CHAPTER 1IV.

OF POPES, CARDINALS, AND PRELATES, BEFORE THE
REFORMATION.

POPES.

I MEET with a mass of English natives advanced to that
honour. Pope John Joan is wholly omitted ; partly because
we need not charge that see with suspicious and doubtful crimes,
whose notorious faults are too apparent, partly because this
He-she, though allowed of English extraction, is generally be-
lieved born at Mentz in Germany.t

Wonder not that so few of our countrymen gained the triple
crown. For, first, great our distance from Rome, who, being
an island or little world by ourselves, had our Archbishop of
Canterbury, which formerly was accounted alterius orbis Papa.
Secondly, the Italians of late have engrossed the papacy to them-
selves : and much good may their monopoly do them; seeing
our English may more safely repose themselves in some other
seat than the Papal chair, more fatal, it is to be feared, to such
as sit therein, than ever Eli’s proved unto him.} -

Yea, I assure you, four Popes was a very fair proportion for
England. For having perused the voluminous book of Panta-
leon,  De Viris illustribus Germaniz,” 1 find but six Popes,

* 1 Kings xix. 2. t Godwin, in Catal. Cardinal. p. 159.
11 Sam. iv. 18,
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Dutchmen by their nativity, viz. Stephen the Kighth, Gregory -
the Fifth, Silvester the Second, Leo the Ninth, Victor the
Second, and Adrian the Sixth. Seeing therefore Germany, in
the latitude thereof, a continent five times bigger than England,
measured by the aforesaid Pantaleon with advantage; I say,
seeing Germany, the Emperor whereof is, or ought to be, Pa-
tron to the Pope, produced by but six of that order, England’s
Jfour acquit themselves in a very good appearance.

I need not observe that our English word Pope came from
the Latin Papa, signifying a father, a title anciently given to
other bishops, but afterwards fixed on the see of Rome. One
would have him called Papa by abbreviation, quasi PAfer
PAtriarcharum, flitting only the two first syllables ;—a pretty
conceit, which I dare no more avouch than his fancy who
affirmed the former syllable in Papa to be short in verse, for
the Popes personal, who indeed are short-lived ; whilst the same
syllable is long, the word being taken for the succession of
Popes, who have lasted above a thousand years.

CARDINALS.

A word of their names, numbers, degrees, dignities, titles, and
habit. Cardinals are not so called, because the hinges on which
the church of Rome doth move, but from cardo, which signi-
fieth the end of a tenon put into a mortise,* being accordingly
fixed and fastened to their respective churches. Anciently,
cardinalis imported no more than an ecclesiastical person, bene-
ficed and inducted into a cure of souls; and all bishops gene-
rally made cardinals as well as the Pope of Rome.

In proof whereof, there were anciently founded, in the church
of Saint Paul’s, two cardinals chosen by the dean and chapter
out of the twelve petty canons; whose office it was to take
notice of the absence and neglect of all in the choir, to give the
eucha.rlst to the minister of that church and their servants, as
well in health as in sickness; to hear confessions, appoint
penance, and to commit the dead to convenient sepulture. And
two of them lie buried in the church of Saint Faith, with these
epitaphs : :

‘ Hic homo Catholicus Willielmus West tumulatur, 2

Pm.ﬂi Canonicus Minor Ecclesie vocitatur, 5
Qui fuerat Cardinalis bonus atque sodalis,”” &c.

‘¢ Perpetuis annis memores estote Johannis
Good, Succentoris, Cardinalisque minoris,” &e.

Many other churches besides Saint Paul’s retained this
custom of cardinal-making ; viz. Ravenna, Aquileia, Milan,
Piso, Beneventana in Italy, and Compostella in Spain.

But In process of time cardinal became appropriated to such
as officiated in Rome; and they are reckoned up variously by

* Vitruvius, lib. 10, c¢. 20.
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authors, fifty-one, fifty-three, fifty-eight, sixty; I believe their
number arbitrary, to be increased or diminished ad lbitum
Domini Pape. They are divided into three ranks: Cardinal
Bishops, assessors with the Pope; Cardinal Priests, assistants
to the Pope; and Cardinal Deacons, attendants on the Pope.

The former of these have chairs allowed them, and may sit
down in presence of his Holiness; and these are seven in
number, whose sees are in the vicinage of Rome; and some
Englishmen have had the honour to be dignified by them.
1. Bishop of Hostia. 2. Bishop of Rorto, R. Kilwardby.
3. Bishop of Sabine. 4. Bishop of Alba, Nic. Breakspeare.
5. Bishop of Preneste, Bernar. Anglicus and Simon Langham.
6. Bishop of Rufine. 7. Bishop of Tusculane.

Cardinal Priests succeed, generally accounted twenty-eight,
divided into four septenaries, whose titles are here presented,
with such Englishmen* who attained to be honoured with such
churches in Rome.

1. St. Mary’s beyond Tiber. 2. St. Chrysogon ; Stephen
Laughton, a.p. 1212. 3. St. Cecily beyond Tiber; Thomas
Wolsey, a.p. 1515. 4. St. Anastasia; John Morton, A.D.
1493. 5. St. Laurence in Damaso. 6. St. Mark. 7. St. Mar-
tin in the Mount; William Alan, a.p.1587. 8. St. Sabine;
John Stafford, a.p.1434. 9. St. Prisca; Reginald Pole, . D.
1540. 10. St. Balbine. 11. St. Nereus and Achileus; Phil.
Repington, A. p. 1408. 12. St. Sixtus. 13. St. Marcellus. 14.
St. Susan. 15. St. Praxis; Ancheérus, A.p.1261. 16. St. Pe-
ter ad vincula; Christopher Bambridge, a.p.1511. 17. St.
Laurence in Lucina. 18. St. Crosses Jerusalem; Boso, A. D.
1156. 19. St. Stephen in Mount Celius ; Robert Curson, A. p.
1211. 20. St. John and St. Paul; Robert Summercote, A. p.
1234. 21. The four Crowned Saints. 22. The holy Apostles.
23. St. Cyriacus in the Baths ; Thomas Bourchier, A.p. 1464.
24. St. Kusebius; Robert Pullen, aA.p.1144. 25. St. Pun-
tiana ; Boso, A. p. 1160. 26. St. Vitalis—St. ——; John Fish-
er, A.D. 1535. 27. St. Marceline and Peter. 28. St. Cle-
ment.

Observe, I pray you, this catalogue of titles (taken out of Sir
Henry Spelman his glossary) is imperfect, St. Pastor being
omitted therein, whereof Boso was at last made cardinal.t
For these cardinals were not so mortised to their churches, but
that they might be removed, especially if advanced a story higher
(from cardinal deacons to priests, from priests to bishops);
and sometimes, though remaining on the same floor, they were
removed (to make room for others) to some other title. Many

more Englishmen we had created cardinals, whose certain titles
are unknown.

* Sometimes there were several English Cardinals successively of the same title,
whose names and numbers will be exhibited in their respective counties.
+ Bishop Godwin, in his Catalogue of Cardinals, p. 165.
VOL. I. C
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But let us proceed to the Cardinal Deacons, sixteen in num-

ber:
1. St. Mary in Dompusinica. 2. St. Lucy. 3. St. Mary
the New. 4. St. Comus and St. Damian. 5. St. Gregory. 6.
St. Mary in the Greek School. 7. St. Mary in the Porch. 8.
St. Nicholas by the Prison. 9. St. Angelus. 10. St. Eusta-
chius. 11. St. Mary in the Water. 12. St.Mary in the broad
Way. 13. St. Agathe. 14. St. Lucia on the top of Sabine.
15. St. Quintin. 16. St. [The last lost by the Scribe in
Curia.] :

I only find one Englishman, Boso by name, made cardinal
deacon of St. Cosmus and St. Damian ; but it was not long
before he was advanced to be a cardinal bishop.

The habit of cardinals is all scarlet; whereof Theodore Beza
tartly enough thus expresseth himself: '

Crede mee nullo saturantur murice vestes,
Divite nec cocco pallia tincta miki.

Sed que rubra vides Sanctorum caede virorum,
Et mersa insonti sanguine cuncta madent,

Aut memor istorum que celat crimina vestis,
Pro Domino justo tincta pudore rubet.

“My clothes in purple liquor ne’er were stew’d,
Nor garments (trust me) richly dyed in grain.
These robes you see so red I have imbrw'd -
In gore of guiltless saints, whom I have slain. -
Or, mindful of the faults they hide, with shame
The bashful clothes do blush their wearer’s blame.”

They wore also a red hat of a peculiar fashion to themselves,
and rode abroad on horseback on scarlet foot-clothes ! and
Pope Paul the Second made it penal for any beneath their order
in Rome to use the same ;* yea, to such a height of pride did
they aspire, that we read this note in the Roman Pontifical:
“ Notandum, quod Casar antequam coronetur simplici diade-
mate sedet post primum episcopum cardinalem : et si quis rex
adest, sedet tunc ‘post primum omnium presbyterum cardina-
lem.” Indeed, making their own canons, and being their own
heralds to marshal their own precedency, they had been much
to blame if not carving a good portion of honour to themselves,
whilst devout princes, abused by bad instructors and their own
erroneous consciences, gave to the clergy what they were pleased
to demand.

None might elect the Pope save such as were cardinals ; yea,
none out of that order were eligible into the Papacy; as in
England one must first be a serjeant before he be a judge.
Cardinal deacons were in equal capacity of being popes with car-
dinal priests,and oftentimes were preferred before them, as they
could strengthen their faction, which carried all in these, and I
could wish In no other, elections.

* Platina in ejus vita.
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William Allen, who died anno 1594, was the last Englishman
advanced to this honour ; so that our country hath not had a
cardinal these sixty years, which from the former six ‘hundred
years was never without one or two of that order. This may
seem a wonder ; our nation being as meriting as any for the
Romish cause, and having as good heads as any, why should
they not wear as gay hats as others? Nor will the reasons
assigned for the contrary give satisfaction: viz.

‘1. That the Pope commonly makes Cardinals togratify foreign
kings, whilst our English sovereigns have ever since been of a
different religion from his holiness. 2. That our English Ca-
tholics living beyond seas in the nature of exiles, and under
persecution, as they call it, so high an honour is inconsistent
with their suffering condition. 3. That our Englishmen want
preferment and estates to maintain the distance of so great a
dignity.

There are at the present two English natives in France of noble
extraction and Romish persuasion, much voiced in common
discourse for their probability to such preferment; but on what
grounds I do not know, and list not to inquire.

Surely the matter is not great, seeing that dignity hath been
observed to be rather fatal than fortunate to the English, and
attended with some sad and sudden casualties. 1. Cardinal
Mackelsfield was four months buried before his cap was brought
him. 2. Cardinal Sertor died in Italy in the juncture of time
inter pilewm datum et susceptum. 3. Cardinal Fisher, when his
cap was come to Calais, had his head struck off at Tower Hiil.
4. Cardinal Somercot was poisoned in the very conclave, to
prevent his selection to the popedom. 5. Cardinal Evosham
was sent the same way on the same occasion. 6. Cardinal
Bambridge was poisoned at Rome by one of his servants, being
an Italian.

If such their success, I suppose it far easier for Englishmen
to have their caps (though coarser and cheaper) made of our
own country wool, which will be more warm, and may prove
more healthful for the wearers thereof. 1 have done with this
subject when I have observed that there is a cardinal bishop of
Sabine, a place near Rome ; and a cardinal priest of St. Sabine,
a church dedicated to her memory in the same city; the not
heeding whereof, I suspect, hath bred much confusion in our
English writers, The bestis, our Englishmen, when they write
of places in Italy, cannot commit greater and grosser mistakes
than what Italians have done, when they have written of towns
and places in England ; though perchance, such is their pride,
that they will say it is our duty to be exact in Italy, and their
courtesy to take any notice of England.

Let not the reader wonder if cardinals inserted in others are
omitted in our catalogue ; viz. Ulricus, Ancherus, Theobaldus,
Bernadus de Anguiscello, &c.; seeing ‘I am unsatisfied in some

L2
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of them whether they were cardinals;in others whether they
were Englishmen ; foreign countries laying more probable
claim unto them. Nor will it quit the cost of a contest, nothing
more than their names being left in history, without any other
observables.

PRELATES BEFORE THE REFORMATION.

Next succeed such eminent clergymen who attained to the
honour of being archbishops and bishops in England, and
were famous in their generations.

Objection.—These popes, cardinals, and prelates, were su-
perstitious persons, and limbs of Antichrist, whose names are
better lost than kept. Yea, it mattered not much if some good
Josiah served their bones as those of the idolatrous priests of
Jeroboam ; even burn them to ashes, that so their bodies and
memories might perish together.*

Answer.—1 am afraid our age affords those who, if they were
to manage that act, would, together with their bones, sans differ-
ence, notwithstanding the distinguishing epithet, burn the bodies
of the young and old prophet; I mean, utterly extirpate the
ministerial function. But I answer, it must be confessed they
were deeply dyed with the errors and vices of the age they lived
in, yet so that some of them were for their devotion exemplary
to posterity ; and the very worst of them, though yielding no-
thing fit for our imitation, may afford what is well worth our
observation. ;

And here be it remembered, that the same epithet in several
places accepts sundry interpretations. He is called a Good
Man, in common discourse, who is not dignified with gentility :
a Good Man upon the exchange, who hath a responsible es-
tate ; a Good Man in a camp, who is a tall man of his arms;
a Good Man in the church, who is pious and devout in his con-
versation. Thus, whatsoever is fixed therein in other relations,
that person is a Good Man in history, whose character affords
such matter as may please the palate of an ingenuous reader ;
and I humbly crave the honour to be his taster in this behalf. .

Now of bishops before the Conquest, the most were merely
nuda nomina, naked names. As for such appearing clothed with
remarkable history, most of them move in an higher sphere of
saints, ar}d so are anticipated. Since the Conquest, for the first
seven kings, many prelates were foreigners, generally French,
and so aliens from our subject. It will therefore be seasonable
to begin their catalogue about the time of king Henry the Third,
deducing it unto the popish bishops who were deprived in the
first of queen Elizabeth.

* 2 Kings xxiii. 16.
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CHAPTER V.
SINCE THE REFORMATION,

Nexr those prelates defore, follow such as were since the
Reformation ; much different, not in title but tenure, from the
former holding their places, not from the Pope but their prince,
and practising the principles of the Protestant religion, for the
term of a hundred and twenty years, since the latter end of the
reign of king Henry the Eighth. Amongst these, malice itself -
meets with many, which it must allow, for their living, preach- *
ing, and writing, to have been the main champions of truth
against error, learning against ignorance, piety against profane-
ness, religion against superstition, unity and order against faction
and confusion ; verifying the judicious observation of foreigners,
¢ Clerus Britanniw, gloria mundi.”

These prelates may be digested into five successive sets, or
companies, under their respective archbishops; allowing each of
them somewhat more than twenty years, as large a proportion
for the life of a bishop as seventy years for the age of a man.

1. Archbishop Cranmer’s; whereof four, besides himself,
were burnt at the stake, and the rest exiled in Germany. 2.
Archbishop Parker’s; in the beginning of queen Elizabeth
leading halcyon-days, without any considerable opposition

- against the hierarchy. 3. Archbishop Whitgift’s ; much pen-
persecuted, and pelted at with libellous pamphlets; but sup-
ported by queen Elizabeth’s zeal to maintain the discipline
established. 4.. Archbishop Abbot’s; fortunate all the peace-
able reign of king James, and beginning of king Charles,
though the sky was red and lowering, foretelling foul weather to
follow, a little before their death. 5. Archbishop Juxton’s;
whose episcopal chairs were not only shrewdly shaken, but (as
to outward appearance) overturned in our late mutinous dis-
tempers.

I know the man full well, to whom Mr. Charles Herle, pre-
sident of the assembly, said somewhat insultingly, < Ile tel
you news : last night I buryed a bishop, dashing more at his
profession then person, in Westminster Abbey.” To whom
the other returned, with like latitude to both, “ Sure you buried
him in hope of resurrection.” This our eyes at this day see
performed ; and, it being  the work of the Lord, may justly
seem marvellous in our sight.” ,

It is also very remarkable, that of this fifth and last company
[all bishops in 1642] nine are alive at this present;—viz. par-
don me if not enumerating them exactly according to their
consecration—London, Bath, Wells, Ely, Salisbury, Bangor,
Coventry and Lichfield, Oxford, Rochester, and Chichester ; a
vivacity hardly to be paralleled of so many bishops in any
other age, Providence purposely prolonging their lives, that as
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they had seen the violent ruining, they might also behold the
legal restitution of their order. :

Now although not the guick but (the) dead worthies properly
pertain to my pen, yet I crave leave of the reader in my follow-
ing work, to enter a brief memorial of the place of their nativi-
ties : partly because lately they were dead, though not in law,
in the list of a prevalent party; partly because they are dead to
the world, having most attained, if not exceeded, the age of
man, three score and ten years.

To conclude: though the Apostle’s words be most true, “ that
the lesser are blessed of the greater,” and that imperative and
indicative blessings always descend from the superior; yet an
optative blessing, no more than a plain prayer, may properly
proceed from an inferior ; so that a plain priest and submissive
son of the Church of England may bless the bishops and
fathers thereof. God sanctify their former afflictions unto
them, that as the * fire in the furnace”* only burnt the bonds,
setting them free who went in fettered, not the clothes, much
less the bodies, of the children of the captivity ; so their suffer-
ings, without doing them any other prejudice, may only dis-
engage their souls from all servitude to this world.

And that, for the future, they may put together, not only the
parcels of their scattered revenues, but compose the minds of
the divided people in England, to the confusion of the factious,
and confirmation of the faithful in Israel.

CHAPTER VI.
OF SUCH WHO HAVE BEEN WORTHY STATESMEN IN OUR LAND.

~ Tre word Statesmen is of great latitude, sometimes signify-
ing such who are able to manage offices of state, though never
actually called thereunto. Many of these men, concealing
themselves in a private condition, have never arrived at public
notice. But we confine the term to such who, by their prince’s
favour, have been preferred to the prime places:
1. Of Lord Chancellors. 2. Of Lord Treasurers of England.

3. Of Secretaries of State. To whom we have added some ‘
Lord Admirals of England, and some Lord Deputies of Ireland.

LORD CHANCELLORS.

The name is taken from cancelli, which signifies a kind of
wooden network, which admitteth the eyes of people to behold,
but forbids their feet to press on persons of quality, sequestered
to sit quietly by themselves for public employment. Hence
chancels have their denomination, which by such a fence were

# Dan, iii. 25.
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formerly divided from the body of the church ; and so the lord
chancellor had a seat several to himself, free from popular in-
trusion.

I find another notation of this office, some deducing his name
a cancellando, from cancelling things amiss, and rectifying them
by the rules of equity and a good conscience ; and this relateth
to no meaner author then Johannes Sarisburiensis.*

Hic est qui leges Regni cancellat iniguas,
Et mandata pii principis equa facit.
Siquid obest populis, aut legibus est inimicum,
Quicquid obest, per eum desinit esse nocens.

“°Tis he, who cancelleth all cruel laws,
And in kings’ mandates equity doth cause.
If aught to land or laws doth hurtful prove,
His care that hurt doth speedily remove.”

He is the highest officer of the land, whose principal employ-
ment is to mitigate the rigour of the common law with consci-
entious qualifications. For as the prophet complaineth that the
magistrates in Israel had  turned judgment into wormwood,”+
the like would daily come to pass in England, where high jus-
tice would be high injustice, if the bitterness thereof were not
sometimes seasonably sweetened with a mixture of equity.

He also keepeth the great seal of the land, the affixing
whereof preferreth what formerly was but a piece of written
parchment to be a patent or charter. For though it be true
what Solomon says, “ Where the word of a king is, there is
power;} yet that word doth not act effectually, until it be pro-
duced under the public seal.

Some difference there is between learned authors about the
antiquity of this office, when it first began in England. Polydore
Vergil, who, though an Italian, could (when he would) see well
into English antiquities, makes the office to begin at the Con-
queror. And bishop Godwin accounteth them sufficiently ridi-
culous, who make Swithin bishop of Winchester, chancellor of
England, under king Athelwolfe. Several persons are alleged
chancellors to our English kings before the Conquest,§ and king
Ethelred appointed the abbot of Ely, “ ut in regis curid can-
cellarii ageret dignitatem,”|| The controversy may easily be
compromised by this distinction. Chancellor before the Conquest
imported an office of credit in the king’s court (not of judicature,
but) of residence, much in the nature of a secretary. Thus
lately he was called the chancellor (understand, not of the diocese,
but) of the cathedral-church, whose place was to pen the letters
belonging thereunto; whereas the notion of the king’s chan-
cellor, since the Conquest, is enlarged and advanced to signify
the supreme judge of the land.

* In his book called * Nuge Curialium,” or Polycraticon.

1 Eccles. viii. 4.
§ See Master Philpott’s Catalogue of English Chancellors, pp. 1, 2, 3.

JI History of Ely.

1 Amos, v. 7.
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The lord keeper of the great seal is in effect the same with
the lord chancellor of England: save that some will have the
lord chancellor’s place ad terminum viie, and .the lord keeper’s
ad placitum Regis. Sure itis, that because Nicholas anth, !ate
archbishop of York and chancellor of England, was still alive,
though ousted of his office, Sir Nicholas Bacon was made lord
keeper; and in his time the power of the keeper was made
equal with the authority of the chancellor by act of parliament.

We have begun our catalogue of chancellors at Sir Thomas
More, before whose time that place was generally discharged by
clergymen, entered in our book under the title of eminent pre-
lates. If any demand, why such clergymen, who have been lord
chancellors, are not rather ranked under the title of statesmen,
than under the topic of prelates; let such know, that seeing
episcopacy is challenged to be jure divino, and the chancellor’s
place confessed to be of human institution, I conceive them
most properly placed, and to their best advantage.

If any ask, why the lord chancellors, who meddle so much in
matters of law, are not rather digested under the title of lawyers
than under that of statesmen: let such know, it is done because
some chancellors were never lawyers ex professo, studying the
laws of the land for their intended function, taking them only in
order to their own private accomplishment; whereof Sir Chris-
topher Hatton was an eminent instance. As we begin our
catalogue with Sir Thomas More, we close it with Sir Thomas
Coventry; it being hard to say, whether the former were more
witty and facetious, or the latter more wise and judicious.

LORD TREASURERS.

Kings without #reasure will not be suitably obeyed: and
treasure without a freasurer will not be safely preserved.
Hence it was that the crowns and sceptres of kings were made
of gold, not only because it is the most pure and precious of
metals, but to shew that wealth doth effectually evidence and
maintain the strength and state of majesty. We may therefore
observe, not only in profane but holy writ; not only in old but
new testament, signal notice taken of those who were over the
treasury,* in which great place of trust the eunuch served Can-
dace queen of Ethiopia.t

The office of Lord Treasurer was ever heheld as a place of
great charge and profit. One well skilled in the perquisites
thereof, being demanded, what he conceived the yearly value of
the place was worth, made this return, “That it might be worth
some thousands of pounds to him who, after death, would go
instantly to Heaven; twice as much to him who would go ta
Purgatory ; and a nemo scit to him who would adventure to go
to a worse place.” DBut the plain truth is, he that is a

* Ezrai. e, Neh, xiii, 13, - “+ Acts viii. 27,
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bad husband for himself will never be a good one for
his sovereign ; and therefore no wonder if they have advanced
fair estates to themselves, whose office was so advantageous, and
they so judicious and prudent persons, without any preju-
dice to their master, and, for aught I know, injury to
his subjects. : )

We have begun our catalogue at William Lord Powlett
Marquess of Winchester. For although before him here and
there lay lords were entrusted with that office ; yet generally
they were bishops, and so anticipated under our topic of
eminent prelates. And blame me not if, in this particular,
I have made the lustre of the lords spiritual to eclipse the
lords temporal, drowning their civil office in their ecclesiastical
employment. We close our catalogue of lord treasurers
with Francis Lord Cottington. :

SECRETARIES OF STATE.

There were but two of these at once in the king’s time,
whereof the one was styled the Principal Secretary, the other
the Secretary of Iistate. Some have said that the first in the
seniority of admission was accounted the principal ; but the ex-
ceptions in this kind being as many as the regularities, the
younger being often brought over the head of the elder to
be principal, their chiefness was penés Regis arbitrium. Nor
was the one confined to foreign negociations, the other to
domestic business, as some have believed ; but promiscuously
ordered all affairs, though the genius of some secretaries did
incline them most to foreign transactions. Their power was on
the matter alike ; and petitioners might make their applications
indifferently to either, though most addressed themselves to him
in whom they had the greatest interest. Their salaries were
some two hundred pounds a-piece; and five hundred pounds
a-piece more for intelligence and secret service.

Before the reformation, clergymen, who almost were all
things, were generally secretaries of estate ; as Oliver King, se-
cretary to Edward IV., Edward V., and Henry VIL. ; and those
come under our pen in the notion of eminent prelates. We
therefore begin our catalogue of secretaries from Sir Thomas
Cromwell, in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, because from
him until our time a gontinued series of laymen have discharged
that office.

We conclude our secretaries of state with Sir John Cook,
who, perceiving his aged body not so fit for such active times,
resigned his place about the beginning of the Long Parliament, .
though surviving some years after in a private condition. We
will, for the more safety, follow the pattern of so wise a states-
man ; and where he gave over his office, we will give over
writing of those officers, for fear we tread too near on the
toes of the times, and touch too much on our modern dis-
tempers,
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AMIRALS, Or ADMIRALS.

Much difference there is about the original of this word,
whilst most probable 1s their opinion who make it of eastern ex-
traction, borrowed by the Christians from the Saracens. These
derive it from Amir, in arabic a Prince, and A\wc belonging
{0 the sea, in the Greek language; such mixture being prece-
dented in other words. Besides, seeing the Sultan’s dominions,
in the time of the holy war, extended from Sinus Arabius to the
north-eastern part of the midland-sea, where a barbarous kind
of Greek was spoken by many, Amiral, thus compounded, was
significatively comprehensive of his jurisdiction. Admiral is but
a depraving of Amiral in vulgar mouths. However, it will never
be beaten out of the heads of common sort, that, seeing the
sea is scene of wonders, something of wonderment hath incor-
porated itself in this word, and that it hath a glimpse, cast, or
eye of admiration therein.

Our English kings (following the precedent of the politic
Romans, who very seldom entrusted places of great importance,
especially during life, in a single person, as also that they might
gratify more and trust less,) divided the over-sight of sea-matters
betwixt a triumvirate of amirals, and, like wary merchants,
ventured the charge in several bottoms for the more safety.

1. The North Amiral—His jurisdiction reached from the
mouth of Thames to the outmost Orcades (though often opposed
by the Scots) and had Yarmouth for his prime residence.

2. The South Amiral—His bounds stretched from the
. Thames’ mouth to the Lands-end, having his station generally
at Portsmouth.

3. Tne West Amiral—His power extended from the Land’s
end to the Hebrides, having Ireland under his inspection, Mil-
ford Haven the chief stable for his wooden horses.

I find that Richard Fitz-alen, earl of Arundel, was by king
Richard the Second made the first “ Amirall of all England ;”
yet so, that if three co-admirals were restored as formerly, his
charter expired. John Vere, earl of Oxford, was, in 1 Henry
VII. “ Amirall of England,” and kept it until the day of his
death. Afterwards, men were checquered, at the pleasure of our
princes, and took their turns in that office. For this cause I
can make no certain catalogue of them, who can take with my
most fixed eye no steady aim at them, the same persons being
often alternately in and out of the place, whilst officers pro ter-
mino vite may be with some certainty recounted.

Yet have we sometime inserted some memorable amirals
under the title of statesmen; and vice-amirals under the topic
of seamen, because the former had no great knowledge in navi-
gation (I say great, it being improper they should be sea-mas-
ters who in no degree were seamen) ; and were employed, rather
for their trust than skill, to see others do their duty, whilst the
latter were always persons well experienced in maritime affairs.
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LORD DEPUTIES OF IRELAND.

Ever since king Henry the Second conquered Ireland, few of
our English princes went thither in person, and none continued
any long time there, save king John and king Richard the
Second, neither of them over-fortunate. But that land was
governed by a substitute, commissioned from our kings, with the
same power, though sometimes under several names.

Lord Lieutenants.—These were also of a double nature ; for
some staid in England, and appointed deputies under them, to
act all Irish affairs.. Others went over into Ireland, transacting
all things by presence, not proxy.

Lord Deputies.—Immediately deputed by the king to reside
there. We insist on this title, as which is most constant and
current amongst them.

Lord Chief Justices.—Not of the King’s Bench or Common-
Pleas, but of all Ireland. This power was sometimes sole in a
single person, and sometimes equally in two together.

Thus these three titles are in sense synonyma, to signify the
same power and place. Some erroneously term them presi-
dents of Ireland, a title belonging to the particular governors of
Munster and Connaught. :

It is true of Ireland what was once said of Edom, ¢ their
deputies were kings.”* No viceroy in Christendom (Naples
itself not excepted) is observed in more state. He chooseth
sheriffs, and generally all officers, save bishops and judges ; and
these also, though not made by his commanding, are usually by
his commending to the king. He conferreth knighthood ; hath
power of life and death, signified by the sword carried commonly
before him by a person of honour. His attendance and house-
keeping is magnificent, partly to set a copy of state to the bar-
barous Irish, by seeing the difference betwixt the rude rabble
routs running after their native lords, and the solemnity of a
regulated retinue; partly to make in that rebellious nation a
reverential impression of majesty, that by the shadow they may
admire the substance, and proportionably collect the state of
the king himself, who therein is represented. Our English
kings were content with the title of “Lords of Ireland,” until
king Henry the Eighth, who, partly to shew his own power to
assume what style he pleased, without leave or liberty from the
Pope, whose supremacy he had ‘suppressed in his dominions,
partly the more to awe the Irish, wrote himself king thereof,
anno Dom. 1541, from which year we date our catalogue of
lord deputies, as then, and not before, viceroys indeed.

Indeed it was no more than needs for king Henry the Eighth
to assume that title ; seeing, “quod efficit tale magis est tale ;”
and the commission whereby king Henry the Second made
William Fitz-Adelme his lieutenant of Ireland hath this direc-

* 1 Kings, xxii. 47.
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tion ;  Archiepiscopis, episcopis, regibus ; comitibus, baronibus,
et omnibus fidelibus suis in Hibernia, salutem.”

Now, though by the postponing of these kings to archbishops
and bishops, it plainly appears that they were no canonical
kings, as 1 may say, I mean solemnly invested with the
emblems of sovereignty [the king of Connaught,* the king of
Thomond] ; yet were they more than kings, even tyrants in
the exercise of their dominions,t so that king Henry was in
some sort necessitated to set himself king paramount above
them all.

CHAPTER VIIL.
OF CAPITAL JUDGES, AND WRITERS ON THE COMMON LAW.

By Capital Judges we undertand not those who have power
to condemn offenders for capital faults, as all the twelve judges
have, or any serjeant commissioned to ride the circuit; but the
chief judges, who, as capital letters, stand in power and place
above the rest; viz. 1. the Chief Justice of the King’s Bench ;
2. of the Common Pleas ; 3. the Chief Baron of the Exchequer.
And the learned antiquary} Sir Henry Spelman avoweth the
title of ¢ Capital Justices > properly applicable to these along.

1. The Chief Justice of the King’s or upper bench is commonly
called “the Lord Chief Justice of England,” a title which the
lord chancellor (accounting himself-chief in that kind) looks on
as an injurious usurpation. And many alive may remember
how Sir lidward Coke was accused to king James, for so styling
himself in the frontispiece of his Reports, (parts the tenth and
eleventh); insomuch that the judge was fain to plead for himself,
¢ Erravimus cum patribus,” as who could have produced plenty
of precedents therein.

2. The Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, in place beneath,
is in profit above the former; so that some have, out of design,
quitted that, to accept of this. Amongst these was Sir Edward
Montague, in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, who being
demanded of his friends the reason of his self degradation,— I
am now,” said he, “ an old man ; and love the kitchen above
the hall, the warmest place best suiting my age.”

3. The Chief Baron is chiefly employed in the Exchequer, to
decide causes which relate to the king’s revenue. Their érevia,
or writs, did commonly run with this clause, that the judge
should “have and hold his place guamdii se bené gesserit (so
long as he well behaved himself ) ; on this token, that Sir John
Walter, lord chief baron of the exchequer, being to be outed
of his place, for adjudging the loan-money illegal, pleaded for
himself “that he was guilty of no misdemeanour, who had
only delivered his judgment according to his conscience.”

:’_ 6 Johannis Claus. membrana 18. 1 6 Ilen, III. Chart. m. 2.
1 Glossary, v. Justiciarius,
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Others are granted from the king, durante nostro beneplacito ;
to continue in their office “during his will and pleasure.”

We begin the army of our judges, for®some few, like the for-
lorn hope, advance higher, about the time of king Edward the
First. It is impossible exactly to observe that inn of court
wherein each of them had his education, especially some of
them being so ancient, that, in their times, Lincolns Inn and
Greys Inn were Lincoln’s Inn and Grey’s Inn; I mean, belonged
to those their owners, from whom they had their names, as
being, before they were appropriated to the students of our
municipal laws.

Here I will condemn myself, to prevent the condemning of
others, and confess our characters of these judges to be very
brief and defective. Indeed, were the subject we treat of over-
strewed with ashes, like the floor of Bell’s temple, it were easy
to find out and follow the footsteps therein. But here is no
such help to trace the footings of truth, time having almost out-
worn all impressions thereof. I perceive, though judges leave
more land than bishops, they leave less memorials behind them,
of the time, place, and manner, when and where born and died,
and how they demeaned themselves.

In the same topic with judges, we have also placed such as
have been writers of our common law: and such conjunction,
we hope, is no disparagement, considering many of them were
capital judges, as Broke, Dyer, Coke, &c.; and the rest learned
men, of great repute in their profession, insomuch that the
judges themselves, in several cases, have submitted to their
judgments.

And here I can but admire at the comparative paucity of
the books of our common law, in proportion to those written
of the civil and canon law. Oh how corpulent are the cor-
puses of bhoth those laws! besides, their shadows are far
bigger than their bodies; their glosses larger than their text.
Insomuch, that one may bury two thousand pounds and up-
wards in the purchase, and yet hardly compass a moiety of
them: whereas all the writers of the common law, except they
be much multiplied very lately, with all the year-books belong-
ing thereunto, may be bought for threescore pounds, or there-
abouts; which with some men is an argument, that the common
law embraceth the most compendious course to decide causes,
and, by the fewness of the books; is not guilty of so much
difficulty and tedious prolixity as the canon and civil laws.

Yet it is most true, that the common law books are dearer
than any of the same proportion. Quot libri, tot libre, holdeth
true in many, and is exceeded in some of them. Yea, should
now an old common law book be new printed, it would not quit
cost to the printer, nor turn to any considerable acgount. For
the profession of the law is narrow in itself, as confined to few
_persons ; and those are already sufficiently furnished with all
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authors on that subject, which, with careful keeping and good
using, will serve them and their sons’ sons, unto the third gene-
ration : so that a whole age would not carry off a new impres-
sion of an ancient law book, and, quick return being the life of
trading, the tediousness of the sale would eat up the profit
thereof.

All T will add is this, that that tailor, who, being cunning in
his trade, and taking exact measure of a person, maketh a suit
purposely for him, may be presumed to fit him better than
those who, by a general aim, at random make clothes for him:
in like manner, seeing our municipal law was purposely com-
posed by the sages of this land, who best knew the genius of
our nation, it may be concluded more proper for our people,
and more applicable to all the emergencies in this half-island,
than the civil law, made for the general concernment of the
whole empire, by such who were unacquainted with the particu-
larities of our land and nation.

CHAPTER VIII.

OF SOLDIERS AND SEAMEN, WITH THE NECESSITY TO ENCOU-
RAGE THE TRADE OF FISHING.

SOLDIERS.

SoLpiErs succeed, though it almost affrighteth my pen to
meddle with such martial persons. It is reported of the God
of the Jews, that he would have no share of the Pantheon at
Rome, except he might have, and that justly too, the whole
temple to himself. So lately we have been so sadly sensible of
the boisterousness of soldiers, one may suspect they will,
though unjustly, jostle all others out of the book, to make room
for themselves.

But since their violence hath, blessed be God, been season-
ably retrenched, we have adventured to select some signal per-
sons of that profession, whose prowess made eminent impression
on foreign parts, so purposely to decline all meddling with the
doleful and dangerous distractions of our times, beginning our
list in the reign of king Edward the Third, and concluding in
the beginning of king Charles.

SEAMEN.

Surely Divine Providence did not make the vast body of the
sea for no other use than for fishes to disport themselves therein,
or, as some do conceit, only for to quench and qualify the
drought and heat of the sun with the moisture thereof: but it
was for higher intendments. Chiefly, that by sailing thereon,
there may be the continuing of commerce, the communicating
of learning and religion, the last from Palestine, the staple
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thereof, and the more speedy and convenient portage of bur-
thens; seeing a laden ship doth fly, in comparison of the creep-
ing of an empty waggon.

Now to speak what envy cannot deny, our Englishmen, either
for fights for discoveries, whether for tame ships, merchantmen,
or wild ships, men-of-war, carry away the garland from all na-
tions in the Christian world.

Learned Keckerman, who, being a German by birth, was un-
biassed in his judgment, and living in Dantz, a port of great
trading, whither seamen repaired from all parts, and writing a
bock, “ De Re Nauticd,” may be presumed skilful therein,
alloweth the English the best seamen, and next to them the
Hollanders.* And if the latter dare deny the truth hereof, let
them remember the late peace they purchased of the English,
and thank God that they met with so conscientious chapmen,
who set no higher price thereof.

Yea, let the Dutch know, that they are the scholars to the
English in some of their discoveries: for I find the four first
circumnavigators of the world thus qualified for their nativities :
1. Magellanus, a Spaniard : 2. Sir Francis Drake, an English-
man : 3. Sir Thomas Candish, an Englishman : 4. Oliver Noort,
an Hollander. But be it known, that the last of these had an
Englishman, Captain Mellis by name, pilot, to conduct him.

Yet let not my commending of our English seamen be mis-
interpreted, as if I did not refer all success to the goodness of
God, the grand admiral of the world. The praising of instru-
ments, by way of subordination, is no more detrimental to the
honour of the principal, than the praising of the edge of the
axe is a disparagement to the strength of the arm which useth
it. God, I confess, by his providence, ordereth all by land and
by sea; yea, he may be said to be the first shipwright; for I
behold the ark as a bird, wholly hatched, but utterly unfledged ;
without any feathers of masts and tackling, it could only float,
and not sail ; yet so, that therein was left pattern enough for
human ingenuity to improve it to naval perfection.

Yea, God himself hath in Scripture taken signal notice of
the dexterous in this nature; on which account we find the
Tyrians, or men of Hiram, praised, for that they “had know-
ledge of the sea,” when sent with the servants of Solomon to
Ophir.

I%7Ve begin our catalogue of seamen in the reign of king
Edward the -Third, before which time there were many good
seamen in England, but few good English seamen, our king
using mariners of the Hanse towns. But it is no good house-
wifery to hire char-women to do that which may as well and
better be done by her own servants. In the time of Edward

* “Hoc certum est, omnibus hodie gentibus navigandi indastrid, et peritia,
superiores esse Anglos, et post Anglos Hollandos.”
+ 1 Kings ix. 27.
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the Third, England grew famous for sea-fights with the French,
and increased in credit, especially since the Navy Royal was
erected by queen Elizabeth.

Some conceive it would be a great advancement to the per-
fecting of English navigation, if allowance were given to read a
lecture in London concerning that subject, in imitation of the
late emperor Charles the Fifth; who, wisely considering the
rawness of his seamen, and the manifold shipwrecks which they
sustained in passing and repassing between Spain and the West
Indies, established not only a Pilot Major, for the examination
of such as were to take charge of ships in that voyage, but also
founded a lecture for the art of Navigation, which to this day
is read in the Contraction House at Seville ; the readers of which
lecture have not only carefully taught and instructed the
Spanish mariners by word of mouth, but have also published
sundry exact and worthy treatises concerning marine causes,
for the direction and encouragement of posterity.

Here it were to be wished that more care were taken for, and
encouragement given to, the breeding of fishermen ; whom I
may call the spawn, or young fry, of seamen ; yea, such as hope
that mariners will hold up if fishermen be destroyed, may as
rationally expect plenty of honey and wax though only old
stocks of bees were kept, without either casts or swarms.

Nor can fishermen be kept up, except the public eating of
fish at set times be countenanced, yea, enjoined by the state.
Some suspect as if there were a pope in the belly of every
fish, and some bones of superstition in them which would choke
a conscientious person, especially if fasting days be observed.
But know, that such customs grew from a treble root of popery,
piety, and policy ; and though the first of these be plucked up,
the other must be watered and maintained; and statesmen may
be mortified and wise without being superstitious. Otherwise
the not keeping of fasting days will make us keep fasting days;
I mean, the not forbearing of flesh for the feeding on fish, for
the good of the state will in process of time prove the ruin of
fishermen, they of seamen, and Loth of Englishmen.
_ We are sadly sensible of the truth hereof in part, God forbid
in whole, by the decay of so many towns on our north-east sea;
Hartlepool, Whitebay, Bridlington, Scarborough, Wells, Cromer,
Lowstof?, Alborough,* Orford, and generally all from Newcastle
to Harwich, which formerly set out yearly (as I am informed)
two hundred ships and upwards employed in the fishery, but
ghleﬂy‘for the taking of ling; that noble fish, co-rival in his
Joule with the surloin of beef at the tables of gentlemen.

These fishermen set forth formerly with all their male family ;

L * In Fuller’s time Aldborough consisted of three streets.-most of which have since
heen swallowed up by the sea. At the neighbouring town of Dunwich, once so
flourishing, the destruction has been almost entire,
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sea-men, sea-youths, I had almost said sea-children too (seeing
some learned the language of larboard and starboard, with bread
and butter), graduates in navigation ; and indeed the fishery did
breed the natural and best elemented seamen.

But since our late civil wars, not three ships are employed
yearly for that purpose ; fishermen preferring rather to let their
vessels lie and rot in their haven, than to undergo much pain
and peril for that which would not at their return quit cost in
any proportion.

So that it is suspicious, that in process of time we shall lose
(the masters being few and aged) the mystery of ling-catching,
and perchance the art of taking and handling some other kind
of sound and good fish ; no nation, without flattery to ourselves
be it spoken, using more care and skill in ordering of that com-
modity. ;

Yea, which is a greater mischief, it is to be feared that the
seminary of seamen will decay: for, under correction be it
spoken, it is not the long voyages to the East Indies, &c. which
do make, but mar, seamen ; they are not the womb, but rather
the grave of good mariners. It is the fishery which hath been
the nursery of them, though now much disheartened, because
their fish turn to no account ; they are brought to so bad mar-
kets. Nor is there any hope of redressing this, but by keeping
up fasting days, which our ancestors so solemnly observed. I
say our ancestors, who were not so weak in making, as we are
wilful in breaking them: and who, consulting the situation of
this island, with the conveniences appendant thereunto, suited
their laws and accommodated their customs to the best benefit
thereof.

Nor was it without good cause why Wednesdays and Fridays
were by them appointed for fish days : I confess some foreigners
render this reason, and father it upon Clemens Alexandrinus,
that because those days were dedicated by the heathen, the one
to Mercury the god of cheating, the other to Venus the goddess
of lust, therefore the Christians should macerate themselves on
that day with fasting, in sorrowful remembrance of their pronity
to the vices aforenamed. But waiving such fancies, our English
fish or fasting days are founded on a more serious considera-
tion ; for our English fishermen in Kent, Sussex, Hampshire, &e.
set forth on Monday and catch their fish, which on Tuesday
they send up to London, where on Wednesday it is sold and
eaten. Such, therefore, who lately have propounded to ante-
date fish eating, and to remove it from Wednesday to Tuesday,
must thereby occasion the encroaching on the Lord’s-day, to
furnish the markets with that commodity. Again: such fish-
ermen as returned on Tuesday set forth afresh on Wednesday
to take fish, which on Thursday they send up to London to
supply the remainder of the week ; it being observable that so
great is the goodness of God to our nation, that there is not
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one week in the year wherein some wholesome fish, caught on
our own coast, is not in the prime season thereof. '

As for staple or salt fish, there are those that are acquainted
in the criticisms thereof, and have exactly stated and cast up
the proportions, who will maintain that it will do the deed, and
set up the fishery as high as ever it was, if every one In .E_ngland
able to dispend a hundred pounds per annum were enjoined to
lay out twenty shillings a year in staple fish ; a sum so inconsi-
derable in the particulars, that it will hurt none, and so con-
siderable in the total, it will help all of our nation. If any cen-
sure this for a tedious digression, let it be imputed to my zeal
for the good of the commonwealth.

CHAPTER IX.

OF WRITERS ON THE CANON AND CIVIL LAW, PHYSIC,
CHEMISTRY, AND CHIRURGERY.

LAWYERS.

I somerrvEs wondered in myself at two things in the primi-
tive church during the time of the Apostles : First, that seeing
they “enjoined all things in common,”* what use they had of
lawyers ; seeing no propriety on pleading, and such a commu-
nion of all things gave a writ of ease to that profession. ‘And
yet I find mention made of Zenas the lawyer ;1 no scribe of the
law, as among the Jews, but Nouwos, an advocate or barrister
therein. .

Secondly, I wondered what use there was of physicians in the
church, seeing the Apostles miraculously cured all maladies, and
s0, in my apprehension, gave a supersedeas to the practitioners
in that faculty ; and yet I find honourable mention made of
“ Luke, the beloved physician.”f

But since I have wondered at my wondering thereat ; for that
communion of goods was but temporal, for a short continuance,
and topical, of a narrow compass practised only in Judea, or
thereabouts, whilst the churches amongst the Gentiles continued
their propriety, and particularly at Rome, where Zenas had his
habitation, and had work enough, no doubt, to exercise his pro-
fession, even amongst Christians themselves.

As for the Apostles, they had not always power at their own
pleasure to work miracles and cure diseases in all persons, no,
nor always in themselves, (witness sick St. Paul, receiving in
himself the sentence of death,§) but as they were directed, for
the glory of God, and other occasions ; and therefore, notwith-

* Acts iv. 32, Titus iii. 13. Coloss. iv. 14
§ 2 Cor. i. 8, 9. } ' BN
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standing their miraculous power, St. Luke might have plenty of
practice in his profession. Nor was it probable that God, the
author of all ingenuity, would, by the giving of the Gospel,
utterly extinguish any literal calling, which formerly had been
publicly, lawfully, and needfully professed.

We have, in our following book, given in the list of some
eminent lawyers, civilians, and canonists, who have written on
that subject ; though we confess them very few in number, their
profession being lately undeservedly disgraced, though now we
congratulate the probability of the restitution thercof to its
former dignity. Sure I am, in the days of queen Elizabeth,
when an ambassador was sent to foreign princes, if it were an
affair of grand importance, and more than a mere matter of
magnificent compliment, some able civilian, as doctor Haddon,
Dale, Fletcher, &c. was joined in commission with the noble-
man employed on that embassy. And as the iron dogs bear
the burthen of the fuel, while the brazen-andirons stand only
for state, to entertain the eyes; so the negociating part was
loaded on the civil lawyers, whilst the pomp-pageantry was dis-
charged at the cost of the nobleman.

WRITERS ON PHYSIC.

The precept in the Apocrypha hath a canonical truth therein,
“ Honour the physician for necessity sake ;” and although king
Asa justly received little benefit by them, because of his pre-
posterous addressing himself to them before he went to God,*
and the woman in the Gospel, troubled with the issue,t reaped
less ease by their endeavours, because God reserved her a sub-
ject for his own miraculous cure; yet in all ages millions have
been cured by their practice.

The ancient Britons, who went without clothes, may well be
presumed to live without physic. Yet, seeing very beasts know
what is good for themselves, the deer, (the Cretan dictamum ;
and toad, his antidote of plantain;) sure they had some experi-
mental receipts used amongst them, and left the rest to nature
and temperance to cure. The Saxons had those they termed
leeches, or blood-letters, but were little skilled in methodical
practice. Under the Normans, they began in England; and
would we had fetched physicians only, and not diseases from
France! Yet three hundred years since it was no distinct pro-
fession by itself, but practised by men in orders;} witness
Nicholas de Fernham, the chief English physician and bishop
of Durham ; Hugh of Evesham, a physician and cardinal ; Gri-
sant, a physician and pope. Yea, the word physician appears
not in our statutes till the days of king Henry the Eighth, who
incorporated their college at London ; since which time they

* 2 Chron. xvi. 12. 1 Luke viii. 43.
1 See their several characters under their names in the ensuing book.
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have multiplied and flourished in our nation, but never more, .
and more learned, than in our age, wherein that art, and espe-
cially the anatomical part thereof, is much improved, our civil
wars perchance occasioning the latter. :

We begin our catalogue at Richardus Anglicus, our first phy-
sician, flourishing anno 1230; and continue to doctor Harvey,
whom I may term Gulielmus Anglicus,—such honour he hath
done England by his worthy writings. Thus wishing them all
happy success in their practice, I desire a custom in France, and
other foreign parts, naturalized in England, where a physician is
liable to excommunication, if visiting a patient thrice before he
acquainteth a priest of his sickness, that so the medicine for
soul and body may go hand in hand together.

CHEMISTRY.

Chemistry is an ingenious profession, as which by art will
force somewhat of worth and eminence from the dullest sub-
stance, yea, the most obdurate and hardest-hearted body can-
not but shed forth a tear of precious liquor, when urged there-
unto with its intreaties. : -

They may be termed parcel-physicians, every day producing
rare experiments, for the curing of many diseases.

I must confess there occurs but few, (and of those few, fewer
modern ones,) through the whole series of our books. Yet may
we be said to have extracted the spirits, (I mean such as were
eminent therein,) of this profession; being confident the judi-
cious reader will value one gem before many barley-corns, and
one drop of a true extract before many hottles of worthless
water. ;

CHIRURGERY.

Necessary and ancient their profession, ever since man’s body
was subject to enmity and casualty. For that promise, “ A
bone of him shall not be broken,”* is peculiar to Christ. As
for the other, “ To keep them in all their ways, that they dash
not their foot against a stone,”+ though it be extended to all
Christians, yet it admitteth, as other temporal promises, of
many exceptions, according to God’s will and pleasure.

It seemeth by the parable of the good Samaritan, who
“bound up” the passenger’s “ wounds, pouring in oil and
vx.rme,’fi thgt, in that age, ordinary persons had a general in-
sight in chirurgery, for their own and others’ use. And it is
reported, to the just praise of the Scotch nobility, that anciently
they all were very dexterous thereat; particularly it is written
of James, the fourth king of Scotland, quod vulnera scientissime
lractaret, « he was most skilful at the handling of wounds.” §
But we speak of chirurgery, as it is a particular mystery, pro-

* John xix. 36, t Psalm xeci. 12. I Luke x. 3%,
§ Buchanan, Rerum Scoticarum, lib. xiii. fol. 138, p. 1.
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fessed by such as make a vocation thereof. Of whom we have
inserted some (eminent for their writings or otherwise), amongst
physicians, and that, as we hope, without any offence, seeing
the healing of diseases and wounds were anciently one calling,
as still great the sympathy betwixt them ; many diseases caus-
ing wounds, as ulcers; as wounds occasioning diseases, as
fevers; till in process of time they were separated, and chirur-
geons only consigned to the manual operation. Thvs, wishing
unto them the three requisites for their practice, an eagle’s eye,
a lady’s hand, and a lion’s heart, I leave them, and proceed.

CHAPTER X.
WRITERS.

Beixe to handle this subject, let not the reader expect that
I will begin their catalogue from fabulous antiquity, or rather
fanciful fables. For if the first century of J. Bale and J. Pits
their British writers were garbled, four parts of five would be
found to be trash ; such as—1. Samothes Gigas: 2. Magus Sa-
motheus: 3. Sarron Magius: 4. Druys Sarronius: 5. Bardus
Druydius : 6. Albion Mareoticus : 7. Brytus Julius: 8. Gerion
Augur: 9. Aquila Septonius: 10. Perdix Praesagus: 11. Cam-
bra Formosa: 12. Plenidius Sagax, &c.

Of these some never were men; others, if men, never were
writers ; others, if writers, never left works continuing to our
age, though some manuscript mongers may make as if they
perused them. Tt is well they had so much modesty, as not to
pretend inspection into the book of life, seeing all other books
have come under their omnividency.

We are content to begin our number at Gildas, commonly
surnamed Zhe wise, (flourishing about the year 580); and are
right glad to have so good a general to lead our army of wri-
ters, taking it for a token of good success.

Now these writers were either such who wrote before or since
the reformation of religion. The former again fall generally
under a treble division, as either historians, philologists, or
divines ; and we will insist a little on their several employments.

OF WRITERS ON PHILOLOGY AND DIVINITY.

Doctor Collens, King’s Professor in Cambridge, and that
oracle of eloquence, once founded his speech (made to enter-
tain strangers at the Commencement) on the words of Saint
Paul, “Salute Philologus and Olympas.”* Under the former,
he comprised all persons present, eminent in human learning;
under the latter all skilful in heavenly divinity.

* Rom. xvi. 15,
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hilology properly is terse and polite learning, melior
Iit:;*ladlz(:i I()marri:d} ﬁ)ng sirsice by }\{artianus Capella to Mer-
* cury); being that florid skill, contalning only the roses of learn-
ing, without the prickles thereof, in which narrow sense thorny
philosophy is discharged, as no part of philology. But we take
it in the larger notion, as inclusive of all human liberal studies,
and preposed to divinity, as the porch to the palace.

Having passed the porch of philology we proceed to the
palace of divinity. The writers in this faculty we distinguish
into two sorts. First, Positive Divines; such I mean, whose
works are either comments on, or else expositions of, some por-
tion of Sacred Writ. Secondly, School-men, who have made it
their business to weave fine threads of nicer distinctions.

WRITERS ON HISTORY.

Thisis either Ecclesiastical or Civil. Of both these, England
presenteth many, but _generally Monks before the Reformation,
who, too much indulging to holy fraud, have farced their books
with many feigned miracles, to the prejudice of truth. How-
ever, herein foreign historians have been as_ guilty as English-
men of the same age; witness the complaint of Mariana the
Jesuit,* which one may justly wonder how it passed the Index
Expurgatorius : ¢ Quis enim negare possit fastos ecclesiasticos,
aliquando adulatione temporum, aut potius incuria hominum,
multis maculis contaminatos, libris aliis, quibus preces eccle-
siasticee ritfisque sacrorum continentur, multas fuisse inspersas
confusisque fabulas et commenta : Addam nonnunquam in tem-
-plis reliquias dubias, prophana corpora pro Sanctorum (qui cum .
Christo in ccelo regnant) exuviis sacris fuisse proposita. Hst
enim miserum negare non posse, quid sit turpe confiteri ; at,
nescio quo pacto, fictis sepe fabulis, et preeposteris mendacio-
rum nugis, populus magis quam veritate ae sinceritate capitur :
ea est mentis nostra inanitas, has sordes, ubi semel irrepserunt
n ecclesiam- sacrorum ritus libros ecclesiasticos, nobis fortassis
dormientibus, attrectare nemo audet, mutire nemo, ne impieta-
tis suspicionem commoveat, scilicet et religioni adversarius esse
videatur.”

Nor hath our land been altogether barren of historians since
the Reformation, having yielded some of as tall parts, and large
performances, as any nation in Christendom. Besides these,
we have adventured to add such as have been eminent in
poetry, which may not unfitly be termed the binding of prose to
its good behaviour, tying it to the strict observation of time and
measure.

Amongst these, some are additioned with the title of Laureat,
though I must confess I could never find the root whence their
bays did grow in England, as to any solemn institution thereof

* In his book of the coming of St. James the Apostle into Spain, chap. I.
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in our nation. Indeed, I read of Petrarch (the pre-coétanean
of our Chaucer) that he was crowned with a laurel, in the Ca-
pitol,* by the senate of Rome, anno 1341 ; as also that Frederic
the third emperor of Germany gave the laurel to Conradus
Celtes,T and since the count palatines of the empire claim the
privilege solemnly to invest poets with the bays.

The branches hereof in all ages have been accounted honour-
able, insomuch that king James, in some sort, waived his crown
(in the two and twenty shilling pieces) to wear the laurel in his
new twenty shilling pieces. On the same token, that a wag
passed this jest thereon, that poets being always poor, bays
were rather the emblem of wit than wealth, since king James
no sooner began to wear them, but presently he fell two
shillings in the pound in public valuation.

As for our English poets, some have assumed that style unto
themselves, as John Kay, in his dedication of “The Siege of
Rhodes ”* to king Edward the Fourth, subseribing himself ¢ his
humble poet laureat.” Others have in compliment given the
title to such persons as were eminent in that faculty; and
nothing more usual than to see their pictures before their books,
and statues on their tombs, ornamented accordingly. However,
all this is done by civil courtesy, or common custom, no cere-
monious creation in court or university. I write not this, as if
I grudged to poets a whole grove of laurel, much less a sprig to
encircle their heads, but because I would not have any specious
untruth imposed on the reader’s belief.

Yet want there not those, who do confidently aver that there
is always a laureat poet in England, and but one at a time ; the
laurel 1mporting conquest and sovereignty, and so by conse-
quence soleness in that faculty; and that there hath been a
constant succession of them at court, who beside their salary
from the king, were yearly to have a tun of wine, as very essen-
tial to the heightening of fancy: this last, I conceive, founded on
what we find given to Geoflrey Chaucer: “ Vigesimo secundo
anno Richardi Secundi, concessimus Galfrido Chaucer unum
dolium vini per annum durante vitd, in portu Civitatis London,
per manus capitalis pincerna nostri.” But Chaucer, besides
his poetical accomplishments, did the king service both in war
and peace, as soldier and embassador ; in reward whereof, this
and many other boons were bestowed upon him.

MUSICIANS.

Music is nothing else but wild sounds civilised into time and
tune. Such the extensiveness thereof, that it stoopeth as low
as brute beasts, yet mounteth as high as angels : for horses will
do more for a whistle than for a whip; and, by hearing their
bells, gingle away their weariness.

* Vita Petrarc. + Holdastus, tom. iii. p. 482.
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The angels in heaven employ themselves in music, and one
ingeniously expresseth it to this effect : »
«We know no more what they do do above,
Save only that they sing, and that they love”.¥

And although we know not the notes of their music, we know
what their ditty is, namely Hallelujah. 3

Such as cavil at music, because Jubal, a descendant from
wicked Cain, was the first founder thereof, may as well be con-
tent to lie out of doors, and refuse all cover to shelter them,
because Jabal, of the same extraction, being his own brother,
first invented to dwell in tents. ;

I confess there is a company of pretenders to music, who are
commonly called crowders, and that justly too, because they
crowd into the company of gentlemen both unsent for, and un-
welcome ; but these are no more a disgrace to the true profes-
sors of that faculty, than monkeys are a disparagement to man-
kind.

Now right ancient is the use of music in England, especially
if it be true what I read in a worthy Father;} and I know not
which more to admire, eitherthat so memorable a passage should
escape Master Camden’s, or that it should fall under my obser-
vation.

Aéyovar 8t kal ot Tdc isToplac svvralapsvor, a’,u,cﬁ ™y Bperra-
VIKNY VRGOV é’v-r,oév TU VTOKElpEVOY t’)’pu' éml &t Tnc Kopugie
X&O'/J.a. ’EIJWEITTTOUTOC Ol’i;ll TOJ a’vs’pov El’g TO\ (,IIVTPO'V, Kaz TI'POO"
Tanyvupévov Toic KOAToOLE TOU o’péwm-rog, kvpuCalwy sv’pu’(),uwc
Kpovouévwy ifxov é€akoveabar,

(“They say, even those which compose histories, that in the
Island of Britanny, there is a certain cave, lying under a moun-
tain, in the top thereof gaping. The wind therefore falling
into the cave, and dashing into the bosom of a hollow place,
there is heard a tinkling of cymbals, beating in tune and
time.”)

Where this musical place should be in Britain, I could never
find: yet have been informed that Dr. Miles Smith, bishop of
Hereford,§ found something tending that way, by the help of
an active fancy, in Herefordshire. But, waiving this natural,
the antiquity of artificial music in this island is proved by the
practice of the Bards, thereby communicating religion, learning,
and civility, to the Britons,

* Dr. Fuller says, ¢ The Conceit is Mr. Waller’s, whose book is not by me at the "
present to transcribe the very words.” —The couplet alluded to stands thus in the
verses on the death of Lady Rich :

*“So, all we know of what they do above,
; - Is that they happy are, and that they love.”

g Gen. iv. 21. 1 Clemens Alexand. Strom. lib. vi. p. 632,

Dr. Miles Smith, who had been a canon residentiary of Hereford, was bishop of
Gloucester from 1612 till his death in 1624. :
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Right glad I am, that when music was lately shut out of our
churches, on what default of hers I dare not to inquire, it hath
since been harboured and welcomed in the halls, parlours, and
chambers, of the primest persons of this nation. Sure I am, it
could not enter into my head, to surmise that music would have
been so much discouraged by such who turned our kingdom
into a Commonwealth, seeing they prided themselves in the
arms thereof, an impaled harp being moiety of the same. When
it was asked, “what made a good musician?” one answered,
a good voice ; another, that it was skill. But he said the truth,
who said, it was encouragement. It was therefore my constant
wish, that seeing most of our musicians were men of maturity,
and arrived at their full age and skill, before these distracted
times began, and seeing what the historian wrote in another
sense is true here in our acceptation and application thereof,
““ Res est unius seculi populus virorum;” 1 say, I did con-
stantly wish, that there might have been some seminary of
youth set up, to be bred in the faculty of music, to supply suc-
cession, when this set of masters in that science had served
their generation. -

Yet although I missed of what I did then desire ; yet, thanks
be to God, I have lived to see music come into request, since
our nation came into right tune, and begin to flourish in our
churches and elsewhere ; so that now no fear but we shall have
a new generation skilful in that science, to succeed such whose
age shall call upon them to pay their debt to nature.

If any who dislike music in churches object it as useless, if not
hurtful, in Divine service, let them hear what both a learned
and able divine* allegeth in defence thereof; “So that although
we lay altogether aside the consideration of ditty or matter, the
very harmony of sounds being framed in due sort, and carried
from the ear to the spiritual faculties of the soul, it is by a na-
tive puissance and efficacy greatly available to bring to a perfect
temper, whatsoever is there troubled ; apt, as well to quicken
the spirits, as to allay that which is too eager ; sovereign against
melancholy and despair, forcible to draw forth tears of devo-
tion, if the mind be such as can yield them, able both to move
and moderate all affections.”

In recounting up of musicians, I have only insisted on such
who made it their profession ; and either have written books of
that faculty, and have attained to such an eminence therein as
is generally acknowledged. Otherwise the work would be end-
less, to recount all up who took it as a quality of accomplish-
ment ; amongst whom king Henry the Eighth must be account-
ed ; who, as Erasmus testifies to his knowledge, did not only
sing his part sure, but also compose services for his chapel, of
four, five, and six parts, though as good a professor as he was,

* Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity, p. 858, Sect. 38.
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he was a great destroyer of music in this land; surely not in-
tentionally, but accidentally, when he suppressed so many
choirs at the Dissolution.

ROMISH EXILE WRITERS.

After the writers before the Reformation, succeed those Ro-
mish banished writers since the same, all living since the reign
of queen Mary, which might have been distanced from the for-
mer with a black line interposed, as beheld under a far differ-
ent, yea worse, qualification : for the superstitions of the former
were the more pardonable, as living in a dark age, which are
less excusable in these since the light of the Gospel.

I confess the word exile carries much of commiseration
therein, and with charitably-minded men bespeaks pity to the
persons, until the cause of their banishment be well considered :
for some, in the first of queen Elizabeth, wilfully left the land,
and so in effect banished themselves ; others, having their lives
forfeited by the laws, had their deaths mercifully commuted by
our magistrates into banishment.

Objection—These men might have been lost without loss;
and been omitted in your book, as no limb, but a wen, yea, an
ulcer thereof.

Answer.—Grant them never so bad, being digested into a
classis by themselves, their mixture cannot be infectious to
others. Secondly, abate their errors, and otherwise many of
them were well meriting of the Commonwealth of learning.
Lastly, the passages of their lives conduce very much to the
clearing of ecclesiastical history.

In noting of their nativities, I have wholly observed the in-
structions of Pitzeus, where I knock off with his death, my light
ending with his life in that subject, since which time I have

nejther li.s§ to inquire, nor conveniency to attain, of these Ro-
mush fugitives beyond the seas.

A JUST COMPLAINT OF THE NUMEROSITY OF NEEDLESS BOOKS.

Solomqn was sensible of this vanity, even in his time, when
pronouncing “of books there is no end.”* The heathen poet
took notice thereof :

Scribimus indocti doctigue Poemata passim.
‘‘ Poems write amain we do,
Learned and unlearned too.”

All this was before the invention of printing, when books
came but single into the public, which, since that mystery is
made common, come swimming into the world like shoals of
fishes, and one edition spawneth another. This made learned
Erasmus, for company sake, to jeer himself, that he might the
more freely jeer others: Multi mei similes hoc morbo. lgborant,

* Eccl. xii. 12,



BOOKS—BUILDERS OF CHURCIES. 43

ut cuin scribere nesciant, tamen a scribendo temperare non pos-
sunt* (“ Many men like myself are sick of this disease, that when
they know not how to write, yet cannot forbear from writing.”)

A worthy English baronet, in his book (incomparable on that
subject,) hath clearly and truly stated this point.

Here I expect, that the judicious reader will excuse me, if I
take no notice of many modern pamphleteers ; seeing unlearned
scribblers are not ranked with learned writers ; yea, it was, though
tartly, truly said, to the author of such a book:

Dum scateant alii erratis, datur unica Libro
Menda tuo, totum est integer error opus.

¢ Whilst others flow with faults, but one is past
In all thy book—'tis fault from first to last.”

Indeed the Press, at first a virgin, then a chaste wife, is since
turned common, as to prostitute herself to all scurrilous pam-
phlets. When the author of an idle and imperfect book endeth
with a cefera desiderantur, one altered it non desiderantur, sed
desunt. Indeed they were not, though wanting, wanted ; the
world having no need of them; many books being like king
Joram, who lived not being desired : yea, the press beginneth
to be an oppression of the land, such the burden of needless
books therein.

Some will say, the charge may most justly be brought against
yourself, who have loaded the land with more books than any
of your age. To this I confess my fault, and promise amend-
ment, that, God willing, hereafter I will never print book in
the English tongue, but what shall tend directly to divinity.

CHAPTER XI.

OF BENEFACTORS TO THE PUBLIC, WHEREIN ALSO CHOICE
CHARITIES ARE RECOMMENDED TO MEN OF ESTATES.

TrEsE are reducible to several heads ; and we will begin with
them who have been

BUILDERS OF CHURCHES.

Such centurions who have erected us synagogues, places for
God’s public worship, seem to me to have given good testimony
of their love to our nation. Bitter was the brave which railing
Rabsheca sent to holy Hezekiah, proffering him 2,000 horses, on
condition that the other were but able to find riders for them.}
But it grieves me to see the superstition of the former
insult over the religion of this present age, bragging that
she left us ten thousand churches and chapels, more or
less, ready built, if we can find but repairers to keep them wup.

It is in my opinion both dishonourable to God and scandalous

* In Prefat. in tertiam seriem quarti Tomi Hierom. p. 408. 1 Isaiah xxxvi. 8.



44 WORTHIES OF ENGLAND.

to all good men, to see such houses daily decay: but there is a
generation of people who, to prevent the verifying of the
old proverb, Pater moster built churches, and Our Father
plucks them down;” endeavour to pluck down both churches
and our Father together, neglecting, yea despising the use
both of the one and the other. Be it here remembered, that
it is not only equal but just, that such as have been founders of
churches, or grand benefactors unto them, should have due re-
spectin preserving their monuments from violation or encroach-
ment of others. I urge this the rather, because abuses have
been frequent in this kind, even to those that have deserved
best. I cannot with patience remember the story of Henry
Keble, lord mayor of London 1511, who, besides other
benefactions in his life-time, rebuilded Alder-Mary church run
to very ruins, and bequeathed at his death a thousand pounds
for the finishing thereof.* Yet, within sixty years after, his
bones were unkindly, yea inhumanly, cast out of the vault
wherein they were buried, his monument ‘plucked down for
some wealthy person of the present times to be buried therein.}
I could not but on this occasion rub up my old poetry :

Facit Indignatio Versus.

The Author to Alder-Mary Church. Alder-Mary Church’s Answer.
! ¢ Ungrateful Church, o’errun with rust, ¢ Alas! my innocence excuse :
Lately buried in the dust ; My Wardens they did me abuse.
Utterly thou hadst been lost, Whose avarice his ashes sold,
If not preserv’d by Keble's cost : That goodness might give place to gold ;
A thousand pounds, might it not buy As for his reliques, all the town
Six foot in length for him to lie : They are scattered up and down ;
But, ousted of his quiet tomb, See’st a Church repaired well,
For later corpse he must make room : There a sprinkling of them fell :
Tell me where his dust is cast, See’st a new Church lately built,
Though’t be late, yet now at last ; Thicker there his ashes spilt :
All his bones with scorn ejected, O that all the land throughout
I will see them re-collected : Keble's dust were thrown about ;
Who fain myself would kinsman prove  Places scattered with that seed =
To all that did God’s temple love.” ‘Would a crop of Churches breed.”

I could wish this was the last barbarism in this kind ; and am
sorry that, upon small inquiry, T could insist on later instances.

FREE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

I place schools before colleges, because they are introductory
thereunto, intended for the breeding of children and youth, as
the other for youth and men. And seeing much of truth is
contained in our English proverb, «It is as good to be unborn
as unbred,” such may in some sort seem their second parents.
who have provided for their education.

These schools are of two kinds. First, those wherein only a
salary is given to the school-master to teach children gratis ;
and these, I confess, are good. Secondly, such wherein a select
number of scholars have competent maintenance allowed

* Stow’s Survey of London, p. 89, t Idem, p. 267.
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towards their living in the university; and these, all will
acknowledge, are better. Some do suspect a surfeit in our land
of the multitude of schools, because the nursery is bigger than
the orchard, the one breeding more plants than the other can
maintain trees; and the land not affording sufficient preferment
for them, learning is forced to stoop to mean courses, to make
a livelihood. But I conceive that ¢ store in this kind is no
sore;” and if we must not “do evil that good may come
thereof,” we must not forbear doing that which is good,
for fear of accidental evils which may arise from the same.

BRIDGES.

Builders of Bridges, which are high-ways over water,
and makers of caused-ways or causeways, which are bridges
over dirt, though last in order, are not least in benefit to the
commonwealth. Such conveniences save the lives of many,
ease the labour of more painful travellers, and may be said in
some sort to lengthen the day, and shorten the way to men in .
their journeys; yea, bridges make and keep this our island a
continent to itself. Iow great the care of the ancient
Romans to repair them, for the safety of passengers, appears
by the origination of Pontifex, having the inspection over
bridges by his primitive institution.

Indeed the word bridge appears not in all Scripture, whereof
this the reason. The rivers of Palestine were either so shallow,
that they were passable by fords, as of Jabbok,* Arnon,t and
Jordan,} before it grew navigable; or else so deep, that
they were ferried over, as Jordan§ when near his fall into the
Dead Sea: but most of ours in England are of a middle size ;
so deep, that they cannot be forded; so narrow, that they
need not to be ferried over. Hence come our so eminent
bridges, insomuch that such structures are accounted amongst
our English excellences.||

However, Palestine was subject with England to the same in-
conveniences of bad high-ways; and therefore, in the list
of charitable actors reckoned up by the prophet, he is ac-
counted as a principal, “ the restorer of paths to dwell in;”q
for indeed some ways may be said not-habitable, being so deep
and dirty that they cut off all intercourse, the end general of all
men’s dwelling together. | "

I will conclude this topic of bridges with this memorable acci-
dent. Maud, queen to king Henry the First, being to pass the
river Lea about Stratford, near the falling of the said niver into
the Thames, was almost drowned in riding over it.** But this
proved the bad cause of a good effect; for hereupon she built
the beautiful bridge there, for the benefit of travellers: and the

* Gen, xxxii, 22. 1 Isaiah xvi. 2. 1 Judges iii. 28. § 2 Sam, xix. 18.
H ‘¢ Anglia, mons, pons,” &ec. § Isaiah lviii. 12.
* Camden’s Britannia, in Essex.
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village, probably from a fair arch or bow therein, received, as
some conceive, the addition of Stratford Bow. Far be it from
me to wish the least ill to any, who willingly would not have
their fingers to ache, or an hair of their heads lessened. Yet
this I could desire, that some covetous churls, who otherwise
will not be melted into works of charity, may, in their passing over
waters, be put into peril without peril—understand me, might
be endangered to fright, but not hurt —that others might fare
the better for their fears; such misers being minded thereby to
make or repair bridges for public safety and convenience. -

ALMS-IIOUSES.

Because we live in an age wherein men begin to be out of
charity with charity itself; and there be many covetous
(not to say sacrilegious) people, whose fingers itch to be nim-
ming the patrimony of the poor; we will here present the cavils
of this against the charity of former ages herein.

Cavil 1.—Shew us the foundation of such structuresin Serip-
ture, either in the Old or New Testament. As for the place
with five porches, wherein “the impotent poor lay,”* near the
Pool of Bethesda, it was of another nature. Alms-houses
therefore, not being jure divino, may lawfully be abolished.

Answer.—The constitution of the Jewish was far different
from our English commonwealth, wherein every one originally
was a freeholder of some proportion of land, which, though
alienated, reverted to the owner at the year of Jubilee. There
needs not an express or particular precept for all our actions;
that general one, ¢ He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto
the Lord,”7 is bottom broad enough to build more alms-houses
on, than all ages will afford. Besides this precept, we have the
practice of the primitive Christians in the time of the apostles,
parting with the propriety } of all their estate; and well then
may we appropriate a part of ours, for the relief of the poor.

Cavil 2.—The builders of them for the most part have been
people formerly guilty of oppression, who, having lived like
wolves, turn lambs on their death beds, and part with their
fleece to people in want. Having ground the faces of the poor,
they give the toll thereof to build an alms-house, though too
little to hold half the beggars which they have made. ;

Answer.—The aspersion cannot be fastened on many found-
ers; so free from the same, that malice may sooner break her
own teeth and jaws too, than make impression on their reputa-
tion. But grant the charge true in this sense, beatum est fuisse,
“blessed arethey that have been bad ;”— And such were some
of you”§ Let not envious man repine at that whereat the
blessed angels rejoice, the conversion of sinners, and their testi-
fying thereof by such public expressions.

* John v. 2. t Prov. xix. 17. 1 Actsiv. 34. § 1 Cor. vi. 11.
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Cavil 3.—Such builders generally have a pope in their belly,
puffed up with a proud opinion to merit by their performances.
Answer—When did the caviller steal the touch-stone of
hearts ? (for God, I am sure, would not lend it him, who saith,
“ My glory will I not give to another)*” that he is so well
acquainted with men’s thoughts and intentions. ¢ Charity,”
" saith the Apostle, “thinketh no evil;}” whereas this caviller
thinks little good. We are bound to believe the best of such
founders, especially of such who lived since the Reformation,
whereby the dangerous error of merit was exploded.

Cavil 4.—Grant them guiltless of superstition, they are guilty
of vain-glory. ‘Witness the building of such houses commonly
by highway sides ; when, as our Saviour saith, “Let not thy
left hand know what thy right hand doth.}”

Answer.—The objector shall have leave to build his alms-
house in what private place he please; in the middle of a wood,
if he shall think fitting; but we know who saith, “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”’§ ¢ That they
may see your good works,” though not as finis operis, yet as
modus operandi, thereby to provoke others to imitation.

Cavil 5.—As some affirm of tobacco, that it causeth as much
rheum ‘as it bringeth away, alms-houses do breed as many
poor as they relieve. People in such places presume to be idle,
beholding hospitals as their inheritance, wherein their old age
shall be provided for.

Answer.—What is good per se, ought not to be waved for
what is ill per accidens. This calleth aloud, to the care and
integrity of feoffees entrusted, to be wary in their elections.
Besides, I must stick to mine own maxim : it is better that ten
drones be fed than one bee famished.

Cavil 6.—Such places are generally abused, against the will
of the founders. Statutes are neglected. What is said of the
laws in Poland, that they last but three days, is as true of the
short lived orders in alms-houses. ~Not the most indigent, or
who have been the most laborious, but the best-befriended, reap
the benefit thereof.

Answer.—1I could wish that alms-houses were the only places
wherein laws were broken. But grant too much truth in the
cavil, all will say,  From the beginning it was not so;” and 1
will hope, “ unto the end it shall not be so.”

Cavil 7.—Hospitals generally have the rickets, whose heads,
their masters, grow over great and rich, whilst their poor bodies
pine away and consume. ey

Answer.—Surely there is some other cure for a ricketish
body, than to kill it ; viz. by opening obstructions, and deriving
the nutriment to all parts of the same. But enough of this

* Isaiah xlii. 8. t 1 Cor. xiii. 5. 1 Matth. vi. 3. § Matth. v. 16.
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unwelcome subject, whereof what is spoken is not to put new
cavils into the heads of any, but to pl_uck old ones out of the
hearts of too many, who have entertained them. If these our
answers seem not satisfactory to any, know, that as a left-
handed man hath great odds in fencing against one that is right-
handed; so in controversies of this kind, cavillers, with their
sinister inferences from men’s frailties, have a vast advantage
over those who are of candid and ingenuous dispositions.

Many faults must be confessed in such foundations, which
for the future may be amended. ¢ : ‘

But, grant corruptions should continue in such foundations,
it is not plea enough for their abolition. If the sentence of
condemnation was pronounced on those who saw Christ naked,
and would not clothe him ;* how heavy a doom would fall on
such who found Christ clothed, and stript him in his poor
members of endowments given to their maintenance !

HERE LET ME RECOMMEND SOME CHOICE CHARITY TO
BOUNTIFUL HEARTS AND PLENTIFUL ESTATES.

It were arrant presumption for any to imprison freedom itself,
and confine another’s bounty by his own (pretended) discretion. -
Let the charitably-minded do what, when, where, how, to whom,
and how much, God and their own goodness shall direct them,
However, it will not be amiss -humbly to represent unto them
the following considerations; the rather, because many well
affected to the public good have lately been disheartened with
the frustrations of former charity.

First, for the time: it is best to do it whilst they are living, to
prevent all suspicions that their intentions should be misem-
ployed. Sem will not be angry with me for saying Cham was
a mocker of his father. Peter will not be offended if I call
Judas a betrayer of his Master. Honest executors will take no
exception if I justly bemoan that too many dishonest ones have
abused the good intents of the testators. How many legacies,
sound and whole in themselves, have proved, before they were
paid, as maimed as the cripples in the hospitals to whom they
were bequeathed! Yea, as the blinded Syrians (desiring to go,
and believing they went to Damascus) + were led to their ene-
mies, and into the midst of Samaria; so is it more than suspi-
cious, that many blind and concealed legacies, intended for the
temple of God, have been employed against the God of the
temple. i

Next, for the objects of well doing. Surely a vigilant charity
must take the alarum from the groans of the prisoners.

g 'I(‘ihe schoolmen reduce all corporal charity to seven principal
eads:

1. Visito, to visit men in misery; as Ebed-melech did to

* Matth. xxv. 43. 1 2 Kings vi. 20.
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Jeremiah.* 2. Poto, to give drink to the thirsty ; as Obadiah
did to the prophets.t 3. Cibo, meat to the hungry; as Nehe-
miah did to the Jews and Rulers.] 4. Redimo, to rescue the
captive; as Abraham did Lot.§ 5. Zego, to cover the naked;
as Dorcas did the widows.|| 6. Colligo, to dress the wounded ;
as the good jailor did St. Paul.y 7. Condo, to bury the
dead ; as the devout men did St. Stephen. ¥

See here how these seven kinds of good works are placed like
the planets ; whilst to redeem captives stands like the sunin the
midst of all the rest.

Indeed, it may be sadly presumed, that such captivestt oft-
times want visiting, meat, drink, clothes, dressing, and all
things but burying (except any will say that they are buried
alive, liberty being the life of man’s life) ; so that the redeem-
ing of captives is eminently comprehensive of all these outward
acts of charity. Yea, this act may extend itself to a spiritual
concernment ; to save many souls from damnation; seeing it
may be feared that many, despairing of ransom, may put their
souls in thraldom, to purchase the liberty of their bodies, and
renounce their religion.

I could therefore wish that there were in London a corpora-
tion of able and honest merchants, whereof that city affordeth a
plentiful choice, legally empowered to receive and employ the
charity of well-affected people, for a general jail delivery of all
English captives in Tunis, Tripoli, Algiers, Salli, &c.; and, our
countrymen first discharged, if there were any surplusage run-
ning over, that it might be disposed for the ransoming of Chris-
tians of what country soever. This were an heroic act indeed,
whereby Christians endeavour to be like Christ himself, who
was the Grand Redeemer. \

Oh, that I might be but instrumental, in the least degree, to
advance their enlargement, I should behold it as an advance-
ment to myself. Two reasons make me the more importunate
therein ; one, because the papists had a company of friars in
England, of the order of the Holy Trinity, de Redimendis Cap-
tivis ; which being now extinct, I humbly conceive that we are
bound in conscience, as to quench the superstition, so to con-
tinue the charity of so good a design. Secondly, because whilst
other beggars can tell their own tale, we must plead for them
who cannot plead for themselves; there being so great a gulf
of distance betwixt us and them; and God grant that we may
never pass over to theirs, but they return to our condition !

Objection 1.—It maketh mariners cowards, who, presuming
on good men’s charity that they shall be ransomed, do not fight

* Jer. xxxviii. 11. 1 1 Kings xviii. 13. i Neh. v. 17.
§ Gen. xiv. 16. I Acts ix. 39. € Acts xvi. 33.
** Acts viil. 2.
1t The redeeming of Christians from captivity was, at the time when Dr. Fuller
wrote, a very important branch of charity ; and briefs for that purpose were frequent
in our churches.
E
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it out valiantly against the Turks, as they ought and might, but
surrender themselves on such expectations.

Answer.—1 see not but the same objection lies with equal
force against the redeeming of soldiers taken in land fights, by
what foe soever, by exchange or otherwise. Secondly, acciden-
tal and sinister miscarriages ought not to discourage any sincere
intention. Lastly, let those who have given the best testimo-
nies of their valour be first redeemed; and let them lie longer,
to suffer bad usage, till the freeing thereof shall convert them
into more valour, if, after their liberty procured, engaging again
on the same occasion.

Objection 2.—The late Long Parliament made an act, since
(after some intermission) renewed, charging a tax on merchants’
goods, known by the name of Algier duty, for the redemption of
captives in Turkey.

Answer.—The blessing of God light on the hearts of those,
if living, who first moved, and since revived it, as I doubt not
but those departed this life have found their reward. 1 could
heartily wish that yearly a catalogue were printed of the names
of such prisoners thereby redeemed, not knowing whether it
would be more honourable for, or satisfactory to this nation.
But, seeing such provisions fall short of doing the work, and
cannot strike home to break off the fetters of all prisoners, it
will not be amiss to implore the auxiliary charity of others.

Next I desire them to reflect upon aged sequestered minis-
ters, whom, with their charge, the (generally ill-paid) fifth part
will not maintain. Say not it will be interpreted an affront to
the state, to relieve them which it hath adjudged offenders. If
the Best of beings should observe this rule, all the world would
be starved. Secondly, some of them, abating only that their
conscience inclined them to the royal cause, were otherwise un-
blamable both in life and doctrine. Thirdly, the better divines
they were, the worse they are able to shift for themselves, having
formerly no excursion into secular affairs; so that applying
themselves only to, and now debarred the exercise of, the minis-
try, they are left in a sad condition. Lastly, allow them faulty,
yet quid teneri infantes ? &c. It is pity their wives and children
should be ruined for their offence. But enough hereof, seeing,
in motions of this nature, a word is enough to the wise, and half
aword too much for others. [Reader, this passage being written
some three years since, I could not command my own right
hand to cross it out, but it must stand as it did.] -

Lastly, I recommend unto their charity, such servants who
have nothing save what they have gained by their industry, and
have lived seven years and upwards with the same master; I
mean not apprentices, but such covenant servants which are
bound to their masters, their year being ended, with no other
indentures than their own discretion, and are sensible that they
must run a hazard, and may lose with their alteration; especi-
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ally such females, who prefer a good master in certain, hefore a
good husband in hopes, and had rather serve in plenty, than
wed and adventure poverty.

I confess, such is the cruelty of some masters, no servant can,
and such the fickleness of others, no servant may stay long with
them. Such a master was he, who, being suitor to a gentle-
woman, came, every time he visited her, waited on by a new
man, though keeping but one at once; such was his inconstancy
and delight in change. Whereupon, when taking leave of his
mistress, he proffered to salute her; “Spare your compliments,”
said she unto him, “ for probably I shall shortly see you again;
but let me, I pray you, salute your servant, whom I shall never
behold any more.”

However, though sometimes the fault may be in the masters
or mistresses, yet generally servants are to be blamed in our age,
shifting their places so often without cause. The truth is, the
age that makes good soldiers, mars good servants, cancelling
their obedience, and allowing them too much liberty. What
Nabal applied falsely and spitefully to David, “ There be many
servants now a days which break away every man from his mas-
ter,”* was never more true than now. Yea, what Tully said of
the Roman consul (chose in the morning, and put out before
night,)+ some servants have been so vigilant, they never slept in
their masters’ houses; so short their stay, so soon their de-
parture.

The fickleness and fugitiveness of such servants justly addeth
a valuation to their constancy who are standards in a family,
and know when they have met with a good master, as it appears
their masters know when they have met with a good servant.
It is pity but such properties of a household should be encou-
raged ; and bounty bestowed upon them may be an occasion to
fix other servants to stay the longer in their places, to the gene-
ral good of our nation. :

I desire these my suggestions should be as inoffensively taken,
as they are innocently tendered. I know there was in the water
of Bethesda,} after the angel had troubled it, a medicinal power.
I know also that such impotent folk as lay in the five porches
were the proper subjects to be cured: but, alas! they wanted
one, at the critical instant, to bring their wounds and the cure
together, and to put them seasonably into the water. 1 am as
confident that there be hundreds in England, really willing and
able to relieve, as that there are thousands that do desire, and in
some sort deserve, their charity. But there wanteth one, in the
proper juncture of time, to presetit such poor objects to their
liberality ; and if these my weak endeavours may be in any degree

* 1 Sam. xxv. 10.
t ¢ Habemus vigilem consulem qui in consulato suo nunquam dormivit.”
1 John v. 2.

E 2
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instrumental to promote the same, it will be a great comfort
unto me. . 9L

I will conclude this subject with a motive to charity, out of
the road of, besides, if not against the ordinary logic of men:
“ Give a portion to seven and to eight, for thou knowest not
what evil shall be upon the earth.”*—“To seven and to eight;”
that is, extend thy bounty to as high a proportion of “deserving
persons as can consist with thy estate; « for thou knowest not
what evil will be upon the earth;”’ matters are mutable, and
thou mayest need the relief of others. :

Ergo, saith the miser, ¢ part with nothing, but keep all against
a wet day.” Not so Solomon, advising to securc somewhat in
a safe bank—the backs and bowels of the poor. Never evil
more likely to, never people less known of the same, than our-
selves. And therefore the counsel never out of, is now most in
season.

WIHIY BENEFACTORS SINCE, ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM THEM
BEFORE THE REFORMATION.

I conceive it not fit to mingle both together, for these two rea-
sons : first, because of the difference of their charity since the
Reformation, as not parched up by the fear of the fire of purga-
tory, but kindly ripened with the sun ; viz. a clear apprehension

“by {,{he light of the Scripture that they were bound to do good
works.

Secondly, because a Romish Goliah t hath defied our English
Israel, taxing our church since the Reformation, as able to shew
few considerable pieces of charity in comparison of those be-
yond the seas, who may hence be easily confuted.

Indeed when I read the emulations between Peninna and
Hannah, it mindeth me of the contests betwixt the church of
Rome and us; such the conformity between them.

“Her adversary provoked Hannah sore, for to make her fret,
because the Lord hath shut up her womb.”} ,

“ But how did Hannah rejoice afterwards? The barren hath
borne seven, and she that hath many children is waxed feeble.”§

It is confessed, immediately after the Reformation, Protestant
religion stood for a while in amaze, scarcely recovered from the
Marian persecution, and was barren in good works.|| But since
her beginning to bear fruit, she hath overtaken her Roman co-
rival, and left her fairly behind.

Let the extent of time and content of ground be proportion-
a._lly _stated, and England cannot be matched for deeds of cha-
rity In any part of Spain, France, and Italy ; as by the ensuing
catalogue of benefactors to the public will appear.

* Eccles. xi. 2. t Mr. Knot the Jesuit.
1 1 Sam. i. 6. § 1 Sam. ii. 5.
Il See the Life of Mr. William Lambert [Lambarde] in Kent.
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Objection.—You had better omitted them, leaving them mo-
destly to multiply and increase in their own silence and secrecy.
You know how dear David paid for ¢ numbering the people.”*

Answer.—David did not offend in mere ° numbering the
people,” but in not paying the poll money appointed by God
in such cases,t purposely to decline the plague, which omission
argued his pride of heart. It is lawful for Protestants, without
any just suspicion of vain glory and ostentation, to make a
list and take the number of benefactors in this kind, provided
the quit-rent of praise be principally paid to the Lord of heaven.
Besides, we are not challengers, but defenders of ourselves here-
in against the challenge of another; desiring to do it in all
humility, in confidence of our good cause.

_And here I can hold no longer, but must break forth into a
deserved commendation of good works. Glorious thingsin Serip-
ture are spoken of you ; yea, fruits of the Spirit. By them the
Gospel is graced, wicked men amazed, some of them converted,
the’ rest of them confounded, weak Christians confirmed, poor
Christians relieved, our faith justified, our reward in heaven by
God’s free grace amplified ; angels rejoice for them, devils re-
pine at them, God himself is glorified in them. Oh, therefore,
that it were in my power to exhort my countrymen to pursue
good works with all earnestness, which will add so much to
their account. :

Some will say, if the English be so forward in deeds of charity
as appearcth by what you said before, any exhortation there-
unto 1s altogether superfluous. :

I answer, the best disposed to bounty may need a remem-
brancer; and I am sure that nightingale which would wake
will not be angry with the thorn which pricketh her breast when
she noddeth. Besides, it is a truth what the Poet saith,

Qui monet ut facias quod jam facis, ipse monendo
Laudat, et hortatu comprobat acta suo.

¢ Who, what thou dost, thee for to do doth move,
Doth praise thy practice, and thy deeds approve.”

Thus the exhortations of the Apostles at Jerusalem were
commendations of St. Paul, ¢ Only they would that we should
remember the poor, the same which I also was forward to
do.”

L;tstly, though many of our nation be free in this kind, there
want not those who, instead of being zealous are jealous of good
works ; being so far from shining themselves, that they enviously
endeavour to extinguish the light of others, whose judgments I
have laboured to rectify herein.

¥ 2 Sam, xxiv. 15. 1 Exod. xxx. 12. 1 Gal ii. 10.
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THE STATING OF THE WORD “REFORMATION,” WITH THE
EXTENSIVENESS THEREOF.

No word occurs oftener in this our book than Reformation.
It is, as it were, the equator, or that remarkable line dividing
betwixt eminent prelates, learned writers, and benefactors to the
public who lived before or after it.

Know then that this word, in relation to the Church of Kng-
land, is of above twenty years’ extent. For the Reformation was
not advanced here as in some foreign free states, suddenly, not
to say rapidly, with popular violence, but leisurely and treatably,
as became a matter of so great importance. Besides, the meet-
ing with much opposition retarded the proceedings of the Re-
formers. -

We may observe, that the Jews returned from the captivity
of Babylon at three distinct times, under the conduct of several
persons. 1. When the main body of the captives was brought
home by Zerubbabel,* by whom the second Temple was built.
2. When a considerable company returned with Ezra,} by whom
the church part, as I may term it, was settled in that nation.
3. When Nehemiah,] no doubt with suitable attendance, came
holme, and ordered the state moiety, repairing the walls of Jeru-
salem. i

In like manner we may take notice of three distinct dates and
different degrees of our English Reformation; though, in rela-
tion to the Jewish, I confess the method was altogether inverted.
For, 1. The civil part thereof, when the Pope’s supremacy was
banished in the reign of king Henry the Eighth. 2. When the
Church Service was reformed, as far as that age would admit, in
the first year of king Edward the Sixth. 3. When the same,
after the Marian interruption, was resumed and more refined in
the reign of queen Elizabeth.

The first of these I may call the morning star; the second,
the dawning of the day; the third, the rising of the sun; and I
deny not but that since that time his light and heat hath been
increased.

But now the question will be, what is to be thought of those
prelates, writers, and benefactors, which lived in the aforesaid
interval betwixt the beginning and perfecting of this Reforma- -
tion. For these appear unto us like unto the bateable ground
lylng betwixt England and Scotland, whilst as yet two distinct
kingdoms, in so dubious a posture it is hard to say to which side
they do belong. : :

It is answered, the only way to decide this difference is to
observe the inclinations of the said persons so far forth as they
are discovered in their writings and actions: such as appear in

~ * Ezraii, 2. t Ezra viii. 1—14, 1 Nehem. ii. 6.
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some good degree favourers of the Gospel are reputed to be
since, whilst those who are otherwise are adjudged to be before,
the Reformation.

CHAPTER XII.
OF MEMORABLE PERSONS.

Tur former heads were like private houses, in which- persons
accordingly qualified have their several habitations. But this
last topic 1s like a public inn, admitting all comers and goers,
having any extraordinary, not vicious, remark upan them, and
which are not clearly reducible to any of the former titlés.
Such, therefore, who are over, under, or beside the standard of
common persons, for strength, stature, fruitfulness, vivacity,
or any other observable eminence, are lodged here under the
notion of memorable persons, presuming the pains will not be
to me so much in marking, as the pleasure to the reader in know-
ing them.

Under this title we also repose all such mechanics, who in
any manual trade have reached a clear note above others in
their vocation. '

Objection.—1t is deforme spectaculum, an uncouth sight, to
behold such handy craftsmen blended with eminencies in inge-
nious professions; such a motley colour is no good wearing.
How would William Cecil, Lord Treasurer of England, and Ba-
ron of Burleigh, be offended, to behold James York the black-
smith set with him at the same table amongst the natives of
Lincolnshire ?

Answer.—1 am confident, on the contrary, that he would be
highly pleased, being so great a statesman, that he would coun-
tenance and encourage his industrious countryman, accounting
nothing little, without the help whereof greater matters can ei-
ther not be attained, or not long subsist. Yea, we see what
signal notice the Spirit of God takes of the three sons of La-
mech,* the first founders of tent-making, organs, and iron-
works ; and it is observable, that whereas all their names are
forgotten which built the Tower of Babel, though done on de-
sign to get them a name,t these three mechanics, viz. Jabal,
Jubal, and Tubal-cain, are nominatim recorded to all posterity.
Thus is it better to bottom the perpetuity of one’s memory on
honest industry and ingenuous diligence, than on stately struc-
tures and expensive magnificence.

I confess it is easier to add to any art, than first to invent
it; yet, because thereis a perfection of degrees, as well as kinds,
eminent improvers of an art may be allowed for the co-invent-
ors thereof being founders of that accession which they add

* Gen. iv. 2 22, 23. + Gen. xi. 4,
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thereunto, for which they deserve to be both regarded and re-
warded.

I could name a worshipful family in the south of England,
which for sixteen several descents, and some hundreds of years,
have continued in the same stay of estate, not acquiring one
foot of land, either by match, purchase, gift, or otherwise, to
their ancient patrimony. The same may be said of some
handicrafts, wherein men move in the same compass, but make
no further progress to perfection, or any considerable improve-
ment; and this I impute generally to their want of competent
encouragement. .

CHAPTER XIII.
OF LORD MAYORS OF LONDON.

I uave concluded this work with these chief officers in that
great city; a place of so great honour and trust, that it hath
commonly been said, that, on the death of an English king,
the Lord Mayor is the subject of the greatest authority in Eng-
land ; many other offices determining with the king’s life, till
such time as their charters be renewed by his successor ; where-
as the Lord Mayor’s trust continueth for a whole year, without
any renewing after the interregnum.

Objection.—Such persons had better been omitted, whereof
many were little better than yaorgpec &pyol, though by good for-
tune they have loaded themselves with thick clay; and will be
but a burden in your book to the readers thereof.

Answer.—All wise men will behold them under a better no-
tion, as the pregnant proofs of the truth of two proverbs, not
contradictory, but confirmatory one to another. Prov. x. 22 :
“The blessing of the Lord maketh rich” Prov. x. 4:
“The hand of the diligent maketh rich.” The one as the prin-
cipal, the other as the instrumental cause ; and both meeting in
the persons aforesaid.

For though some of them were the younger sons of worship-
ful and wealthy parents, and so had good sums of money left
them ; yet being generally of mean extraction, they raised
themselves by God’s providence, and their own painfulness;
the city, in this respect, being observed like unto a court where
elder brothers commonly spend, and the younger gain, an es-
tate. f

But such Lord Mayors are here inserted, to quicken the in-
dustry of youth, whose parents are only able to send them up
to, not to set them up in, London. For what a comfort is 1t
to a poor apprentice of that city, to see the prime magistrate
thereof, riding in his majoralibus, with such pomp and attend-
ance, which another day may be his hap and happiness !
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Objection.—It cometh not to the share of one in twenty
thousand, to attain to that honour ; and it is as impossible for
every poor apprentice in process of time to prove Lord Mayor,
as that a minim with long living should become a whale.

Answer.~—Not so ; the latter is an utter impossibility as de-
barred by nature, being fishes of several kinds : whereas there
is a capacity in the other to arrive at it, which puts hopes, the
only tie which keeps the heart from breaking, into the hearts
of all of the attainableness of such preferment to themselves.

Dr. Hutton, archbishop of York, when he came into any
great grammar school, which he did constantly visit in his vi-
sitations, was wont to say to the young scholars, “Ply your
books, boys, ply your books, for bishops are old men.” And
surely the possibility of such dignity is a great encouragement
to the endeavours of students.

Lord Mayors being generally aged, and always but annual,
soon make room for succession, whereby the endeavours of all
freemen in companies are encouraged. But if they should
chance to fall short, as unable to reach the home of honour, I
mean the mayoralty itself, yet, if they take up their lodgings at
Sheriff, Alderman, and Common-Councillor, with a good estate,
they will have no cause to complain.

I confess some counties, in our ensuing discourse, will appear
Lord Mayor-less, as Cumberland, Dorsetshire, Hampshire, &c.
However, though hitherto they have not had, hereafter they
may have, natives advanced to that honour ; and it may put a
lawful ambition into them, to contend who shall be their leader,
and who should first of those shires attain to that dignity. As
lately Sir Richard Cheverton, skinner, descended, I assure you,
of a right ancient and worshipful family, was the first in Corn-
wall, who opened the door for others, no doubt, to follow after
him.

Nor must it be forgotten that many have been Lord Mayors’
mates, though never remembered in their catalogues ; viz. such
who by fine declined that dignity: and as I am glad that some
will fine, that so the stock of the chamber of London may be
increased, so I am glad that some will not fine, that so the state
of the city of London may be maintained. o il

I begin the observing of their nativities, from Sir William
Sevenoke, grocer, Lord Mayor 1418. For though there were
Lord Mayors 200 years before, yet their birth-places generally
are unknown. It was, I confess, well for me in this particular,
that Mr. Stow was born before me, being herein the heir of
endeavours, without any pain of my own; for, knowing that
cuilibet artifici in sué arte est credendum, I have followed him,
and who him continued, till the year 1633, at what time their
labours do determine. Since which term, to the present year,
I have made the catalogue out by my own inquiry, and friends’
intelligence. To speak truth to their due praise, one may be
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generally directed to their cradles, though by no other candle
than the light of their good works and benefactions to such

places.

CHAPTER XIV.

A CATALOGUE OF ALL THE GENTRY IN ENGLAND, MADE IN THE
REIGN OF KING HENRY THE SIXTH, WHY INSERTED IN OUR
BOOK.

AFTER we have finished the catalogue of the worthy natives of
every shire, we present the reader with a list of the Gentry of
the land, solemnly returned by select commissioners into the
chancery, thence into the records in the Tower, on this occasion.

The Commons in Parliament complained that the land then
swarmed with pilours, robbers, oppressors of the people, man-
stealers, felons, outlaws, ravishers of women, unlawful haunters
of forests and parks, &c. Whereupon it was ordered, for the
suppressing of present and preventing of future mischiefs, that
certain commissioners should be empowered, in every county, to
summon all persons of quality before them, and tender them an
oath, for the better keeping of the peace, and observing the
king’s laws both in themselves and retainers.

Excuse me, reader, if I be bold to interpose my own conjec-
ture, who conceive, whatever was intended to palliate the busi-
ness, the principal intent was, to detect and suppress such who
favoured the title of York : which then began to be set on foot,
and afterwards openly claimed, and at last obtained the crown.

OF THE METHOD GENERAL USED IN THIS CATALOGUE.

The first amongst the commissioners is the Bishop of their
diocese, put before any Earl; partly because he was in his own
diocese, partly because giving of oaths, their proper work, was
conceived to be of spiritual cognisance.

Besides the bishop, when they were three (as generally) com-
missioners, the first of them was either an Earl, or at least
(though often entituled but Chivaler) an actual Baron, as
will hereafter appear ; and which will acquaint us partly with the
peerage of the land in that age.

_ Next follow those who were Knights for the Shire in the par-
liament foregoing ; and if with the addition of Chivaler, or Miles,
were Knights by dubbing, before of that their relation.

. All commissioners expressed not equal industry and activity
In prosecution of their trust; for, besides the natural reasons,
that in all affairs some will be more rigorous, some more remiss,
by their own temper, some more, some less fancied their
employment, insomuch as we find some shires, 1. Over done ;
as Oxford and Cambridge-shires, whose catalogues are too
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much allayed, descending to persons of meaner quality.
2. Even done ; as generally the most are, where the returns hear
a competent proportion to the populousness and numerousness
of the counties. 3. Underdone ; as Shropshire, Yorkshire, Nor-
thumberland, &ec., where the returns do not answer to the extent
of those shires. 4. Not done; which I sadly confess, and
cannot help ; being twelve in number, as hereafter will appear.

I dare not conjecture the cause of this casualty; whether in
such shires the oaths were never tendered, or tendered and not
taken, or taken and not returned, or returned and not recorded,
or recorded and not preserved, or preserved but misplaced
in some roll which hitherto it hath not been my hap to light
upon.

It is possible that some disgusted the king’s design, as who,
under the pretence of keeping the peace, endeavoured to
smother and suppress such who should appear for the title of
York ; whereof more in the respective counties.

May the reader be pleased to take notice that, in the reign of
Henry the Sixth, de such a place began then to be left off, and
the addition of Knightand Squire to be assumed. Yet, because
no fashion can be generally followed at first, such additions are
used in the returns of some shires, and neglected in others.

In some counties we have the names of a few mechanics re-
turned, with their trades, Brazier, Smith, Ironmonger, &c. ; who,
no doubt, were considerable, either in themselves, as robustious
persons; or in their servants, as numerous ; or in their popular
and tumultuous influence of others. And grant these passing
under the name of Valecti (whereof formerly), it appears, by the
penalty imposed on their recusancy of the oath, that they were
substantial people, which stood (and probably could make others
go) on their own account.

Some clergymen, not only regular, as abbots and priors, but
secular parochial priests, are inserted in some returns. - These,
some will say, might well be omitted, as nothing informative to
the gentry of the land, because dead stakes in the-hedge; then
unconcerned in posterity, because forbidden marriage. How-
ever, I have here presented as I found them, intending neither
to mingle nor mangle; conceiving that, if I were found guilty
either of omissions or alterations, it might justly shake the cre-
dit of the whole catalogue. Indeed if the word superstition im-
porteth not trespassing on religion, and if the bare signification
be adequate to the etymology thereof, d super stando, for stand-
ing in his own opinion too curiously, on a thing which in the
judgment of others may not merit so much exquisiteness, I here
voluntarily  confess myself superstitious in observing every
punctilia according to the original.

May the reader be pleased to take notice, that in men’s pro-
per names, some letters of like sound are confounded in vulgar
pronunciation, as V for F, Fenner and Venner, K and C, Kary
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and Cary; F and Ph, as Purfrey and Purphrey, though the
name be the same in both. Sometimes the name is spelt, not
truly, according to orthography, but according to the common
speaking thereof, which melteth out some essential letters, as
Becham for Beauchamp.

Again, there is such an allusion betwixt the forms of some let-
ters (nothing symbolizing in sound) that as they are written
(though not 1n ordinary) in record-hand, they may easily be mis-
taken by a writer or reader, through the similitude of their cha-
racter ; as,

ivtoiafrittigiy

This hath put us many times to a stand, and sometimes to a
loss, what letter it hath been. But we have in all particulars
conformed our transcript to the original in all possible exact- "
ness, though afterwards taking the boldness to interpose our
opinion in our observations.

A later list might be presented of the English gentry, towards
the end of the reign of king Henry the Eighth ;* but such would
be subject to just exception. For, as the Gibeonites, though by
their mouldy bread, and clouted shoes, pretending to a long pe-
regrination, were but of the vicinage ; so most of those gentry,
notwithstanding their specious claim to antiquity, will be found
to be but of one descent, low enough in themselves, did they
not stand on the vantage ground, heightened on the rubbish of
the ruins of monasteries.

CHAPTER XV.
OF SHIRE-REEVES, OR SHERIFFS.

ReEeve, which hath much affinity with the Dutch Grave, sig-
nifieth an officer to oversee and order, being chief in the Shire;
in Latin Vice-comes or Vice-count. And seeing shadows in
effect are as ancient as the bodies, they may be believed as old
as Counts, and Counts as Counties, and Counties as king Alfred,
who first divided England into Shires about the year of our
Lord 88s.

The late fashion was, that the clerk of the peace for each
county, in Michaelmas term, presented to the lord chief justice
of the King’s Bench six or more names of able persons for that
office. The lord chief justice calling the other judges into the
Exchequer Chamber, where the attorney-general and solicitor
attend, presented three out of that number unto the king, out

* This List, if it could be discovered, and it is probably in some of the Record

Offices, would be a valuable article in continuation of * The Worthies of
England.”
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of which the king pricks one, who stands sheriff of the
county.

His power is sufficiently known; to suppress riots, secure
prisoners, distrain for debts, execute writs, return the choice of
knights and burgesses for parliament, empannel juries, attend
the judge, see the execution of malefactors, &c.

Several statutes have provided, that no man should be sheriff
in any county, except he hath land sufficient in the same county
to answer the king and his people.* And it is remarkable that,
since the beginning of that office, it appeareth not upon any
record, that ever any sheriff, pro fempore, failed in his estate,
but was responsible in his place ; whereas it is too plain by sad
ﬁrecedents, that some receivers (being men of meaner estates)

ave.

Sheriffs are bound to abide in their proper persons within the
county, that they may the more effectually attend their office.t
And in our remembrance, some great persons, whose activity in
parliament was suspected, have been made sheriffs, to keep "
them out of harm’s way, and confine them at home. But later
years have dispensed with such critical niceties ; unreasonable
that the sheriff himself should be a prisoner in his own county,
allowing him more liberty, on the providing of an able deputy
in his absence. .

Though I will not avouch it true, there may be somewhat of
truth in their spiteful observation, who maintain, that the shriev-
alty in ancient times was honos sine onere, in the middle times
honos cum onere, and in our days little better than onus sine
honore ; though I trust the office will now be restored to its
former honour.

Honos sine onere, © an honour without a burden.” As when
prince Edward the First was for many years together high-
sheriff of Bedford and Buckinghamshire ; and many prime peers
of the land were honorary sheriffs, gracing the place with ac-
cepting it ; living where they pleased themselves, and appoint-
ing their substitutes to transact the business of the county.

Honos cum onere, “ an honour with a burden;” from king
Edward the Third, till within our remembrance. For the prin-
cipal gentry in every shire, of most ancient extractions and best
estates, were deputed for that place, keeping great attendance
and hospitality : so that as some transcripts have, for the fair-
ness of their character, not only evened but exceeded the
original, the Vice-comites have, pro tempore, equalled the count
himself, and greatest lords in the land, for their magnificence.

Onus sine honore, “ a burden without honour;” when it was
obtruded on many as a punishment for the trouble and charge
thereof, and laid as a burden, not on the back of that horse
which was best able to carry it, but who was least able to cast it-

* 9 Edward II. Lincoln. 4 Edward I11. 9. 5 Edward III. 4.
1 4 Henry 1V. 5.
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off, great persons by friends and favour easily escaping it, whilst
it was charged on those of meaner estates: though I do believe
it found all them Esquires, and did not make any so, as some
will suggest. : :

Hence was it, that many sheriffs were forced to consult prin-
ciples of thrift, not being bound so to serve their country, as to
disserve themselves, and ruin their estates ; and instead of keep-
ing open houses, as formerly, at the assizes,.began to latcl'],
though not lock, their doors, providently reducing it to an ordi-
nary expence ; and no wise man will conclude them to be the
less loyal subjects, for being the more provident fathers.

At the end of every shire, after the forenamed catalogue of
the gentry, in the reign of king Henry the Sixth, 1 have set
down a list of the sheriffs from the beginning of king Henry
the Second until the end of king Charles, carefully collected out
of the Records. For I hope that by the former, which I call
my broad (representing the gentry of one generation all over
England), and this which I term my Jlong catalogue, extending
itself successively through many ages; I hope, I say, both being
put together, may square out the most eminent of the ancient
gentry in some tolerable proportion. Most eminent; seeing, I
confess, neither can reach all the gentry of the land: for as in
the catalogue of king Henry the Sixth, many ancient gentlemen
were omitted, who were minors in age, and so incapable of
taking an oath; so doth not the list of sheriffs comprehend all
the gentry in the shire, finding three sorts of people excluded
out of the same:—such who were, 1. Above discharging the
office: 2. Besides discharging the office: 3. Beneath discharg-
ing the office.

Above. Such were all the Peerage in the land, which since
the reign of king Edward the Third were excused, I am sure, de
Jacto, not employed in that place, as inconsistent with their
attendance in parliament.

Secondly, such who were besides the place, privileged by their
profession from that office ; which may be subdivided into—
1. Swordmen, employed in wars beyond the seas. Thus Sir
Oliver Ingham, and Sir John Fastoffe, both great men, and
richly landed in Norfolk, were never sheriffs thereof, because
employed in the French wars, the one under king Edward the
Third, the other under king Henry the Fifth. 2. Gownmen ; as
judges, sergeants at law, barristers, auditors, and other officers
in the Exchequer, &c. 3. Cloakmen ;% such courtiers as were
the king’s servants, and in ordinary attendance about his person.

Lastly, such as were deneath the place, as men of too narrow
estates to discharge that office, especially as it was formerly in
thg magnificent expensiveness thereof, though such persons
might be esquires of right ancient extraction.

* In relation to the present mode ; otherwise they also were gownmen anciently.
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And here under fayour I conceive, that if a strict inquiry
should be made after the ancient gentry of England, most of
them would be found amongst such middle-sized persons as are
above two hundred, and beneath a thousand pounds of annual
revenue. It was the motto of wise Sir Nicholas Bacon, medio-
cria firma, © moderate things are most lasting.” Men of great
estates, in national broils, have smarted deeply for their visible
engagements, to the ruin of their families, whereof we have had
too many sad experiments, whilst such persons who are mode-
rately mounted above the level of common people into a com-
petency, above want and beneath envy, have, by God’s blessing
on their frugality, continued longest in their conditions, enter-
taining all alterations in the: state with the less destructive
change unto themselves.

Let me add, that I conceive it impossible for any man, and
difficult for a corporation of men, to make a true catalogue of
the English gentry ; because, what mathematicians say of a line,
that it 1s divisibilis in semper divisibilia, is true hereof, if the
Latin were (which, for aught I know, if as usual is) as elegant,
addibilis in semper addibilia. Not only because new gentry will
every day be added, and that as I conceive justly too; for why
should the fountain of honour be stopped, if the channel of
desert be running? but because ancient gentry will daily be
newly discovered, though some of them perchance for the pre-
sent but in a poor and mean condition, as may appear by this
particular.

It happened in the reign of king James, when Henry Earl of
Huntingdon was lieutenant of Leicestershire, that a labourer’s
son in that county was pressed into the wars, as I take it to go
over with count Mansfield. The old man at Leicester requested
his son might be discharged, 4§ being the only stafl’ of his age,
who by his industry maintained him and his mother. The earl
demanded his name, which the man for a long time was loath
to tell, as suspecting it a fault for so poor a man to confess a
truth. At last he told his name was Hastings. “Cousin Hast-
ings,” said the earl, “ we cannot all be top branches of the tree,
though we all spring from the same root: your son my kinsman
shall not be pressed.” So good was the meeting of modesty in a
poor, with courtesy in an honourable person, and gentry 1 believe
in both. And I have reason to believe, that some who justly own
the surnames and blood of Bohuns, Mortimers, and Plartagenets,
though ignorant of their own extractions, are hid in the heap of
common people; where they find that under a thatched cottage,
which some of their ancestors could not enjoy in a leaded castle,
contentment with quiet and security.

To return to our catalogue of sheriffs. I have been bold to
make some brief historical observations upon them, which I hope
will not be unpleasing to the reader, whom I request first to
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peruse our notes on Berkshire, because of their public influence
on the rest, facilitating some difficulties which return in the
sheriffs of other counties.

After we have presented the sheriffs’ names, we have annexed
their addition, either of estate, as Esquire ; or degree, as Knight,
Baronet, &c.; and this we have always done after, sometimes
before, king Henry the Sixth. For although the statute of Addi-
tions was made in the first of king Henry the Fifth, to indivi-
duify, as T may say, and separate persons from those of the
same name ; and although it took present effect in such suits
and actions where process of outlawry lieth, yet was it not
universally practised in other writings till the end of the reign
of king Henry the Sixth.

After their additions, we have, in a distinct columel, assigned
the places of their habitation, where we could proceed with any,
certainty, leaving some blanks to employ the industry of others.
We have endeavoured, as near as we could, to observe propor-
tion of time in denoting their places, lest otherwise our there be
confuted by our tken, the date of the king’s reign which is pre-
fixed. If sometimes we have made a prolepsis with Virgil’s
Lavinia litora, (I mean if we have placed some sheriffs too
early in their possessions, a little before their families were
fixed there,) I hope the candid reader will either wink or smile
at the mistake.

It often cometh to pass that the same sheriff in the same
shire hath two or more fair seats. This should raise their grati-
tude to God, whose own Son wasnot so well provided, not having
“where to lay his head.” In this variety our catalogue pre-
senteth but one ; sometimes the oldest, sometimes the fairest,
and sometimes, freely to confess, what comes first to my me-
mory. The best is, truth doth not abate thereby ; knowing so
much law, that where a man hath an household in two places
he shall be said to dwell in both of them ; so that this addition
in one of them doth suffice.

Next to the place of sheriffs we set down their arms ; whereof
largely in the next chapter. We conclude the catalogue of
sheriffs with a comment upon them, presenting their most re-
markable actions. Our husbandmen in Middlesex make a dis-
tinction between dodding and threshing of wheat; the former
being only the beating out of the fullest and fairest grain, leav-
ing what is lean and lank to be threshed out afterwards. Our
comment may be said to have dodded the sheriffs of several
counties, Insisting only on their most memorable actions which
are extant in our printed histories; otherwise my eyes could
not look into locked chests—I mean, pierce into the private
records of families, carefully concealed and kept intheir choicest
cabinet. Besides such unprinted records are infinite (under-
stand itin the same sense in which the strength of Tyre is
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called  infinite,”*) too many for one author to manage, and
therefore are left to such as undertake the description of several
counties.

CHAPTER XVI.

OF THE COATS OF ARMS AFFIXED TO SUCH WHO HAVE BEEN
SHERIFFS OF COUNTIES.

SoMETHING must be premised of Arms in general. They
may seem in some sort to be jure divino to the Jews, having a
precept for the practice thereof: © Ivery man of the children
of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their
father’s house.”*

The use thereof is great, both in war and peace. I begin
with war, because Arms had their first rise from arms, and had
a military origin. 'Without these an army cannot be methodised,
and is but an heap of men. “Like an army,” saith the Scrip-
ture, ¢ terrible with banners ;’f without which an army is not
terrible, but ridiculous, routing itself with its own confusion.
Now as no army without banners, so no banner without arms
therein. < If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall
prepare himself to the battle? ?§ Now, as the trumpet tells
the time, so the banner proclaims the place of meeting ; and if
it have not distinguishable emblems therein, who shall know
whither to repair to his captain or company.

Arms are also useful in peace, to distinguish one man from
another. They .be termed nomina wvisibilia, “visible names.”
For as a name notifieth a man to the ear, so his arms do signify
him to the eye, though dead many years since ; so signal the
service of arms on tombs to preserve the memory of the de-
ceased.

Arms anciently were either assumed or assigned: for at first
men took what arms they pleased, directed by their own fancy; a
custom still continuing in the Low Countries, where the burgers
choose their own arms with as greatconfidence as tradesmen make
their mark, or inn-keepers set up their signs in England. As-
signed arms were such as princes, or their officers under them,
appointed to particular persons, in reward of their service. And
whereas assumed arms were but personal, these generally were
hereditary, and descended to their families. ; :

It is the rule general in arms, that the plainer the-ancienter ;
and so consequently more honourable: “ Arma primé nuda sine
ornatu.” And when a memorable gentleman (understand me,
such an one the beginning of whose gentry might easily be re-
membered) was mocking at the plain coat of an ancient esquire,-

* Nahum iii. t Num. ii. 2. 1 Cant, vi. 4, § 1 Cor. xiv, 8.
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the esquire returned, I must be fain to wear the coat which my
great great grandfather left me ; but had I had the happiness to
have bought one, as you did, it should have been guarded after
the newest fashion.” Two colours are necessary and most
highly honourable; though both may be blazoned with one
word, as Varrey (formerly borne by the Beauchamps, of Hatch
in Wiltshire, and still quartered by the duke of Somerset).
Three are very honourable; four commendable ; five excusable ;
more, disgraceful. Yet I have seen a coat of arms (I mean
within the escutcheon) so piebald, that if both the metals and all
the colours, seven in all, were lost elsewhere, they might have
been found therein.

Such coats were frequently given by the heralds, not out of
want of wit, but will to bestow better, to the new gentry in the
end of the reign of king Henry the Eighth. One said of a coat
that it was so well victualled, that it might endure a siege; such
the plenty and variety of fowl, flesh, and fish therein: though
some done so small, one needed a magnifying glass to discover
them ; but such surfeited coats have since met with a good
physician,* who hath cured many of them.

I can not but smile at his fancy, who counting himself no
doubt wonderfully witty, would be a reformer of our heraldry,
and thought it fine, if it were thus ordered, that all,—1. Descend-
ed of ancient nobility should give their field Or; 2. Extracted
from undoubted gentry, Argent; 3. Advancing themselves by
sea-adventures, dzure; 4. Raised by their valour in war, Gules ;
5. Gownmen preferred for learning, Sable ; 6. Countrymen
raised by good husbandry, Vers.

Indeed, as these Metals and Colours are reckoned up in
order, so are they reputed in honour, save that the contest be-
twixt Azure and Gules is not so clearly decided.

Or and Azure in composition are conceived the richest, Ar-
gent and Sable the fairest coat; because setting off each other
discernible at the greatest distance. The lion and eagle are
reputed the most honourable, the cross the most religious bear-
ing ; a bend is esteemed the best ordinary, being a belt borne
1n its true posture athwart, as a fess is the same worn about the
middle. Things natural in the charge presented in their pro-
per colyur are best; and herbs Vert: far better than Or, as
flourishing better than fading; even stained are no stained
colours when natural. But, seeing the whole mystery of he-
raldry dwells more in the region of fancy than judgment, few
rules of assurance can be laid down therein. -

We meet with some few coats which have reasons rendered
of their bearing. Thus, whereas the earls of Oxford anciently
gave thelr’ coat plain, Quarterly, Gules and Or; they took
afterward in the first a mullet, or star Argent, because the chief

* Mr, Camden.
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of the house had a falling-star, as my author* saith, alighting on
his shield, as he was fighting in the Holy Land. But it were a
labour in vain for one to offer at an account for all things borne
in armoury.

This mindeth me of a passage in the north, where the ancient
and worthy family of the Gascoignes gave for their arms the
head of a lucie, or pike, cooped in pale; whereon one merrily,

¢ The Lucy is the finest fish
That ever graced any dish ;

But why you give the head alone,
I leave to you to pick this bone.’’

A question which on the like occasion may be extended to
beasts and fowl, whose single heads are so generally borne in
several coats.

After the names and places of sheriffs, exemplified in their
respective counties, we have added their arms ever since the
first of king Richard the Second. And, though some may
think we begin too late (the fixing hereditary arms in England
being an hundred years ancienter), we find it sometimes too soon
to attain at any certainty therein.

In perusing these arms, the reader will meet with much ob-
servable variety: viz. That the same family sometimes gives
two paternal coats; as Spencer, in Northamptonshire, 1. Quar-
terly, Argent and Gules; the second and third charged with a
fret Or: over all, on a bend Sable, three escallops of the first.
2. Agzure, a fess Ermine betwixt six sea-mews’ heads erased
Argent.

Sometimes two distinct families and names give the self-
same coat; as in Berkshire : Fettiplace and Hide, Gules, two
chevrons Argent.

The same name, but being distinct families, in several coun-
ties, give different arms: Grey, in Leicestershire, Barry of six,
Argent and Azure; in chief three torteaux: in Northumber-

-land, Gules, a lion rampant with a border engrailed Argent.

The same name, in the same shire, being distinct families,
gives different coats; as in Northamptonshire : Green, of Green’s-
Norton, Azure, three bucks trippant Or: of Drayton, Argent,
a cross engrailed Gules.

The same name and family, in the same shire, gives the same
coat for essentials, but disguised in colours; as in Northamp-
tonshire : Tresham, of Lifden and of Newton. i

The same family giveth a coat this day, bearing some general
allusion to, but much altered and bettered, from’ what they gave
some sixty years since; and, forbearing to give an instance
hereof, for some reason, I refer to the reader’s discovery.

Contented with the coat itself, I have not inserted the differ-
ences of younger houses, crescents, mullets, martlets, &c.;

+ Camden’s Remains, in the Title of Armory.
F2
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chiefly because they are generally complained of, and confessed
as defective, subject to coincidence, and not adequate to the
effectual distinguishing of the branches from the same root.

As the affixing of Differences, if done, were imperfect; so the
doing thereof is not only difficult, but also dangerous. Dan-
gerous, for it would bring many old houses (and new ones too)
on his head who undertakes 1t; so undistinguishable are the
seniorities of some families, parted so long since, that now it is
hard to decide, which the root and which the branch. I re-
member a contest in the court of honour, betwixt the two
houses of Constable, the one of Flamborough-head, the other
of Constable-Burton, both in Yorkshire, which should be the
eldest. The decision was, it was never decided; both sides
producing such ancient evidences, that in mounting up in anti-
quity, like hawks, they did not only lessen, but fly out of sight,,
even beyond the ken and cognizance of any record. The case,
I conceive, occurs often betwixt many families in England.

~Some names we have left without arms. Physicians prescribe
it as arule of health, “ to rise with an appetite;” and I am
loath the reader should fill himself with all which he might de-
sire. But, not to dissemble, I could not, with all mine own
and friends’ skill and industry, attain their coats, as of families
either extinct in those counties before the first, or only extant
therein since the last visitation of heralds. Yet let not my
ignorance be any man’s injury, who humbly desireth that such
vacuities may hereafter be filled up by the particular chorogra-
phers of those respective counties.

- This T am sure, “ A needle may be sooner found in a bottle
of hay” (a task, though difficult, yet possible to be done,) than
the arms of some sheriffs of counties be found in the herald’s
visitations of the said counties: for many were no natives of
that shire, but came in thither occasionally from far distant
places. Thus the arms of Sir Jervis Clifton (thrice high-sheriff
of Kent, in the reign of king Henry the Sixth), are invisible in
any Kentish herald’s office, as not landed therein himself,
though living at Braburn, on the jointure of Isabel his wife,
the widow of William Scot, Esq.* And I doubt not but in-
stances of the same nature frequently are found in other
counties.

- We will conclude this discourse of arms with this memorable
record, being as ancient as the reign of king Henry the Fifth.

Claus. 5, Henrici Quinti, membrana 15, in dorso, in Turre
3 Londinensi.
. Rex Vicecomiti, salutem, &c. Quia, prout informamur,
diversi homines qui in viagiis nostris ante hac tempora factis,
Arma et Tunicas armorum vocat. Coat-Armours in se susce-

* Villare Cantianum, p. 26.
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perunt, ubi nec ipsi nec eorum antecessores hujusmodi armis
ac tunicis armorum temporibus retroactis usi fuerint, et ea in
presenti viagio nostro in proximo, Deo dante, faciend’ exercere
proponant ; et quanquam Omnipotens suam gratiam disponat
prout vult in naturalibus, equaliter diviti et pauperi; volentes
tamen quemlibet ligeorum nostrorum predictorum juxta statils
sul exigentiam modo debito pertractari et haberi: Tibi preci-
pimus, quod, in singulis locis intra ballivam tuam, ubi per breve
nostrum nuper premonst. faciendis proclamari facias, quod
nullus cujuscunque statfis, gradis, seu conditionis fuerit, hujus-
modi arma sive tunicas armorum in se sumat, nisi ipse jure
antecessorio, vel ex donatione alicujus ad hoc sufficientem
potestatem habentis, ea possideat aut possidere debeat. Et
quod ipse arma sive tunicas illas ex cujus dono obtinet, die
monstrationis sue, personis ad hoc per nos assignatis seu
assignandis manifesté demonstret, exceptis illis qui nobiscum
apud bellum de Agincourt arma portabant, sub peenis non ad-
missionis ad proficiendum in viagio predicto sub numero ipsius
cum quo retentus existit, ac perditionis vadiorum suorum ex
causi predictd preceptorum, necnon rasura et ruptura dictorum
armorum et tunicarum vocat. Coat-Armours, tempore mon-
strationis sue predicto, si ea super illum monstrata fuerint seu
inventa. Et hoc nullatenus omittas. T. R. apud Civitatem
Nov. Sarum, secundo die Junii.” :
Per ipsum Regum.

“The King to the Sheriff, health, &c. Because there are
divers men, as we are informed, which before these times, in
the voyages made by us, have assumed to themselves Arms and
Coat-Armours, where neither they nor their ancestors in times
past used such arms or coat-armours, and propound with them-
selves to use and exercise the same in this present voyage,
which (God willing) we shortly intend to make: and although
the Omnipotent disposeth his favours, in things natural, as he
pleaseth, equally to the rich and poor ; yet we willing that every
one of our liege subjects should be had and handled in due
manner, according to the exigence of his state and condition ;
we command thee, that in every place within thy bailiwick,
where by our writ we have lately shewn, you cause to he pro-
claimed, that no man, of what state, degree, or condition soever
he be, shall take upon him such arms, or coats of arms, save he
alone who doth possess, or ought to possess, the same by the
right of his ancestors, or by donation and grant of some who
had sufficient power to assign him the same. And that he that
useth such arms or coats of arms shall, on the day of his mus-
ter, manifestly shew to such persons assigned, or to be assigned.
by us for that purpose,. by virtue of whose gift he enjoyeth the
same ; those only excepted who carried arms with us at the
battle of Agincourt; under the penalties not to be admitted to:
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go with us in our foresaid voyage under his command by whom
he is for the present retained, and of the loss of his wages, as
also of the rasing out, and breaking off, the said arms called
Coat-armours, at the time of his muster aforesaid, if they shall
be shewed upon him, or found about him. And this you shall
in'no case omit. Witness the king, at the city of New Sarum,

June the second.”

Consimilia brevia diriguntur Vicecomitibus Wilts, Sussex, Dorset,
sub eadem data.

I could wish a reviving of this instrument in our age; many
up-starts in our late civil wars having injuricusly invaded the
arms of ancient families. 3

CHAPTER XVII.

OF THE OFTEN ALTERING OF SURNAMES, AND THE VARIOUS
WRITING THEREOF,

Havine dealt so largely in Surnames, it is necessary to
observe, that Surnames of families have been frequently altered ;
some families deposing their old and assuming new names on
several occasions ; but chiefly for,

1. Concealment, in time of civil wars. A name is a kind of
face whereby one is known ; wherefore taking a false name is a
visard, whereby men disguise themselves, and that lawfully
enough, when not fraudulently done to deceive others; but dis-
creetly, in danger, to secure themselves, Thus, during the
contest betwixt York and Lancaster, Carington in Warwick-
shire took the name of Smith ; La Blunt the name of Croke in
Buckinghamshire ; with many others.

2. For Advancement, when adopted into an estate ; as New-
port, the name of Hatton, in sNorthamptonshire ; Throckmor-
ton, the name of Carew, at Beddington in Surrey ; as, long
before, Westcoat, the name of Littleton, in Staffordshire.

Besides, the same surname continued hath been variously
altered in writing. First, because time teacheth new orthogra-
phy ; altering spelling, as well as speaking. Secondly, the best
gentlemen anciently were not the best scholars, and, minding
matters of more moment, were somewhat too incurious in their
names. Besides, writers engrossing deeds were not over-critical
in spelling of names; knowing well, where the person appeared
the same, the simplicity of that age would not fall out about
misnomer.

Las_tly, ancient families have been often removed into several
counties, where several writings follow the several pronuncia-
tions.  What scholar knoweth not that Zeve, their Greek name
for Jupiter, is, by their seven dialects, written ten several ways ;
and, though not so many dialects in England, there is a real
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difference bewixt our southern, western, and northern pronun-
ciations.

Hence it is that the same name hath been so often disguised
unto the staggering of many, who have mistook them for dif-

ferent.
Idem non idem, queruntque in nomine nomen.

¢“ The same they thought was not the same ;
And in their name they sought their name.”

Thus T am informed, that the honourable name of Villiers is
written in fourteen several ways in their own evidences; and the
like, though not so many, variations may be observed in others.

And the name of Roper, in Derbyshire, changed from Musard
to Rubra-Spatha, Rospear, Rouspee, Rooper, Roper. I insist
the longer on this point, because in our catalogue of sheriffs the
same surname is variously written ; which some, without cause,
may impute to my carelessness, being the effect of my care, con-
forming the orthography exactly to the original, where such
variation doth plainly appear; and however such diversity ap-
peareth in the eye of others, I dare profess that I am delighted
with the prospect thereof.

CHAPTER XVIIL
OF MODERN BATTLES.

ImMEDIATELY before our Farewell to the respective counties,
we have inserted a breviate of modern battles since our civil
distempers. I need here premise nothing of the difference be-
twixt a skirmish, being only the engagement of parties, and a
battle, being an encounter betwixt generals with their armies.
Nor yet of the difference betwixt prelium a fight or battle,
and dellum a war ; the former being a fight in field ; the latter
the continuance of hostility, which may be for many years,
whilst the difference dependeth undecided. ¢ Peracto prelio,
manet bellum.” And though a truce may give a comma or
colon to the war, nothing under a peace can put a perfect
period thereunto. _ .

In deseribing these battles, I am, for distinction sake, necessi-
tated to use the word Parliament improperly, according to the
abusive acception thereof for these latter years. Let us think
and judge with the wise ; but, if we do not speak with the vul-
gar, we shall be dumb to the vulgar. Otherwise I know a
parliament properly is a complete syllogism, the lords and
commons being the two propositions, the king the conclusion
thereof ; and our English tongue wanteth one word to express
the dissenting part of a parliament ; and I trust in God, as our
language doth not afford the name, so our land shall not here-
after behold the nature thereof.

These battles are here inserted, not with any intent (God
knows my heart) to perpetuate the odious remembrance of our
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mutual animosities; that heart-burnings may remain, when
house-burnings are removed ; but chiefly to raise our gratitude
to God, that so many battles should be fought in the bosom of
so little a land, and so few scars and signs thereof extant in
their visible impressions. Such who consider how many men
we have lost, would wonder we have.any left; and such who
see how many we have left, that we had any lost. In aword,
as itis said of the best oil, that it hath no taste, that is, no fanyg,
but the pure natural gust of oil therein; so I have endeavoured
to present these battles according to plain historical truth,
without any partial reflections.

CHAPTER XIX.

OF THE NUMBER OF MODERN SHIRES OR COUNTIES IN ENG- ¢

LAND ; AND WHY THE WORTHIES IN THIS WORK ARE DIGESTED
COUNTY-WAYS.

I say modern, not meaning to meddle with those antiquated
ones, which long since have lost their names and bounds: as
Winchelcombshire united to Gloucestershire,¥ Howdonshire
annexed to Yorkshire, and Hexamshire to Northumberland.f
As little do we intend to touch on those small tracts of ground,
the County of Poole and the like, being but the extended limits
and liberties of some Incorporations.

‘We add Shires, or Counties, using the words promiscuously
as the same in sense. I confess, I have heard some critics
making this distinction betwixt them, that such are Shires
which take their denomination from some principal town: as
Cambridgeshire, Oxfordshire, &c. ; whilst the rest, not wearing
the name of any town, are to be reputed Counties, as Norfolk,
Suffolk, &c. But we need not go into Wales to confute their
curiosity, where we meet Merionethshire and Glamorganshire,
but no towns so termed, seeing Devonshire doth discompose
this their English conceit; I say English Shires and Counties,
being both Comitatus in Latin.

Of these there be nine and thirty at this day, which by the
thirteen in Wales,{ are made up fifty two; England largely
taken, having one for every week in the year.

Here let me tender this for a real truth, which may seem a
paradoxy, that there is a County in England, which, from the
Conquest till the year 1607 (when Mr. Camden’s last Latin
Britannia was set forth) never had Count or Earl thereof, as
hereby may appear. In his conclusion of Berkshire, “ Hec de
Barkshire, que hactenus Comitis honore insignivit neminem.”

* Rob. de Gloqcester, & Codex Wigorniensis. + Camden’s Britannia.
& Monmputhshlre being now considered as an English County, there are at
present 40 in England, and only 12 in Wales,—Eb.
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Immediately it followeth, “In hujus Comitatus complexu sunt
Parochiee 140.”

Now this may seem the more strange, because Comes and Co-
mitatus are relative. But, under favour, I humbly conceive,
that though Berkshire never had any titular, honorary, or here-
ditary Earl till the year 1620, (when Francis Lord Norris was
created first Earl thereof) ; yet had it in the Saxons’ time, when
it was first modelled into a Shire, an Officiary Count, whose
deputy was termed Vice-comes as unto this day.

WHY THE WORTHIES IN THIS WORK ARE DIGESTED
COUNTY-WAYS.

First, this method of marshalling them is new; and there-.
fore, I hope, nevertheless acceptable. Secondly, it is as infor-
mative to our judgments, to order them by Counties according
to their place, as by Centuries, so oft done before, according to
the time ; seeing where is as essential as when to a man’s being.
Yea, both in some sort may be said to be jure divino, (under-~
stand it ordered by God’s immediate providence,) and therefore
are coupled together by the Apostle: “ And hath determined
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”*
If of their habitation in general, then more especially of the most
important place of their nativity. \

The Spirit of God in Secripture taketh signal notice hereof =
“The Lord shall count when he writes up the people, that this
man was born there.”+ ¢ Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter.”}f And all know how St. Paul got his best
liberty, where he saw the first light, * in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia.”§

When Augustus Ceaesar issued out a decree to tax the whole
world, it was ordered therein, that “ every one should go into
his own city,”|| as the most compendious way to prevent con-
fusion, and effectually to advance the business. I find the same
to expedite this work, by methodizing the Worthies therein ac-
cording to the respective places of their nativities. If some
conceive it a pleasant sight, in the city of London, to behold
the natives of the several Shires, after the hearing of a sermon,
pass in a decent equipage to some Hall, there to dine.together,
for the continuance and increase of love and amity amongst
them ; surely this spectacle will not seem unpleasant to ingenu-
ous eyes, to see the heroes of every particular county modelled
in a body together, and marching under the banners of their
several eminencies.

Here may you behold how each County is innated with a par-
ticular genius, inclining the natives thereof to be dexterous, some.
in one profession, some in another ; one carrying away the cre-
dit for soldiers, another for seamen, another for lawyers, another
for divines, &c., as I could easily instance ; but that I will not

* Acts xvii. 26. 1 Psalm Ixxxvii. 6. I Johni.44, § Actsxxii.3. | Luke ii. 3,
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forestal the reader’s observation ; seeing some love not a rose
of another’s gathering, but delight to pluck it themselves.

Here also one may see how the same County was not always
equally fruitful in the production of worthy persons; but, as
trees are observed to have their bearing and barren years, so
Shires have their rise and fall in affording famous persons: one
age being more fertile than another, as by annexing the dates to
their several worthies will appear.

In a word, my serious desire is, to set a noble emulation be-
tween the several Counties, which should acquit themselves
most eminent in their memorable offspring. Nor let a smaller
Shire be disheartened herein, to contest with another larger in
extent, and more populous in persons, seeing viri do not always
hold out in proportion to omines. Thus we find the Tribe of
Simeon more numerous than any in Israel (Judah and Dan only |
excepted) as which, at their coming out of Egypt, afforded no
fewer than “fifty-nine thousand and three hundred.”’* Yet
that tribe did not yield prince, priest, prophet, or any remark-
able person : Apocrypha, Judith only excepted; “multi grega-
ril, pauci egregii;” and multitude with amplitude is never the
true standard of eminency, as the judicious reader, by perusing
and comparing our County catalogues, will quickly perceive.

A CASE OF CONCERNMENT PROPOUNDED, AND SUBMITTED
TO THE EQUITY OF THE READER.

Itis this. Many families, time out of mind, have been cer-
tainly fixed in eminent seats in their respective Counties, where
the ashes of their ancestors sleep in quiet, and their names are
known with honour. Now possibly it may happen, that the
chief mother of that family, travelling in her travail by the way-
side, or by some other casualty, as visit of a friend, &c., may
there be delivered of the heir of her family. The question is,
whether this child shall be reputed the native of that place where
his mother accidentally touched, or where his father and the
father of his fathers have landed for many generations.

: On thp one su}e, it seemeth unreasonable to any man, accord-
1ng to his historical conscience, that such a casual case should
carry away the sole credit of his nativity. This allowed, ef
-tota Anglia Londinizabit ; a moiety almost of the eminent per-
sons in this modern age will be found born in that city, as the
Inn-general of the gentry and nobility of this nation ; whither
many come to prosecute law-suits, to see and to be seen, and on
a hundred other occasions, among which I will not name a sav-
g of h_ouse-keeping in the country.

Ojne'lnstance of many. I find by the Register of St. Dun-
s1,:an s 1n the West, London, that Thomas Wentworth, after-
wards Earl of Strafford, was born in that parish, and christened

* Numb. i. 23,
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in the Church aforesaid: his mother, big with child, probably
coming thither for the conveniency of a midwife. Now what a
wrong is it to deprive Woodhouse Wentworth in Yorkshire,
where his family hath continued in a noble equipage for many
years, there possessed of a large revenue, of the honour of his
nativity !

On the other side, it is clear in the rigour of the law, (and I
question whether Chancery in this case will or cen afford any
remedy) that the minute of the birth of any person at any place
truly entitles the same to his nativity. This is plain by the sta-
tutes of those colleges in either University, that confine fellow-
ships to Counties ; and it will be said, transit onus cum honore,
the burthen as well as the profit is to be conveyed on the same
occasion.

Reader, the case thus stated is remitted to thy own arbitra-
tion. However, thus far I have proceeded therein in this fol-
lowing work, that when such alterations (for I can give them no
better term) and accidental stragglings from the known place of
their family shall appear unto me, I am resolved to enter them
in those places accordingly. But, until I receive such intelli-
gence, I will confidently admit them in that place which is ge-
nerally known in persons of honour for the principal habitation

of their family.

CHAPTER XX.

THAT CLERGYMEN PORMERLY CARRIED THE REGISTER OF THEIR
BIRTH-PLACE IN THEIR SURNAMES, AND WHY ; AS ALSO THAT
(SINCE THE REFORMATION) THE SONS OF THE MARRIED CLERGY
HAVE BEEN AS SUCCESSFUL AS OTHERS.

It was fashionable for the clergy, especially if regulars,
monks, and friars, to have their surnames (for syr-names they
were not) or upper-names, because superadded to those given
at the font, from the places of their nativity ; and therefore they
are as good evidence to prove where they were born, as if we
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