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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

I scByir the following work to the public as the first attempt
towards filling up a chasm which has long existed in the Eccle-
siastical History of the empire. While the origin and progress
of the Churches of England and of Scotland, of the Puritans,
Baptists, Quakers, and almost every other denomination, have
been fully and frequently traced, it is singular that no his-
tory has yet appeared of any branch of the Protestant Church
in Ireland. Of this Church, the Presbyterians have long formed
an extensive and influential section, and have, at the same time,
possessed many strong claims upon the notice of the historian.
Their history is so intimately connected with all the more im-
portant changes in the civil affairs of Great Britain during the
last two centuries, and the cause of constitutional freedom is so
much indebted to their noble efforts at the Revolution—they
have been planted in the North of Ireland for so long a period,
and have passed through so many interesting vicissitudes, both
as a Church and people—their settlement in Ulster, where they
constitute the large majority of the population, has rendered
that provinee so remarkable a contrast, in point of wealth, intel-
ligence, and tranquillity, to the other parts of Ireland—they
oceupy so singular and anomalous a position, a nonconforming,
yet an endowed Church—and they have been so generally cha-
racterised by probity, peaceableness, and industry, as well as

firm and enlightened attachment to the principles of civil and
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religious liberty ; that while it is surprising these peculiarities in
their condition have not long ago led to an inquiry into their
history, it is, at the same time, far from being creditable to our-
selves, that our forefathers’ services and sufferings should have
remained so long unrecorded.

The present work originated in a desire to rescue the history
of our Church from this obscurity, in which it has so long and
so unaccountably lain. To accomplish this object has been a
work of more difficulty than I at first anticipated, owing as much
to the loss of the earlier records of the Church, as to the want of
an accurate history of the kingdom, and especially of the pro-
vince of Ulster. These defects I have endeavoured to supply
by diligent and extended inquiries ; in theprosecution of which
ncither labour nor expense has been spared, while every acces-
sible source of information has been carefully explored in search
of materials—with what success it becomes not me to say. If
the reader, however, wishes to form an estimate of it, let him
consider how much he knows of the history of Ulster, and the
early state of the Presbyterian Church, before he enters on the
following pages ; and, having perused them, let him examine how
much has been added to his knowledge of these subjects—the
difference, if any, may be assumed as a fair criterion of the suc-
cess with which the investigation has been conducted.

To render the work more generally interesting, I have prefixed
an INTRODUCTION, comprising a view of the state of the Romish
Church in Ireland prior to the Reformation—a brief narrative of
the progress of the reformed religion during the sixteenth cen-
tury—and an examination of the causes which rendered it less
successful here, during that period, than in cither of the sister
kingdoms.  As this Preliminary Sketch embraces subjects not
previously investigated, T trust it will be found no unimportant

addition to the value and interest of the work, while it will pre-
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may have been censured, and certainly under no political pre-
judice against any one class of my countrymen, nor with the
remotest intention of implicating the present generation, either
of Romanists or Protestants, in the guilt of former transactions.
While I have “ nothing extenuated,” I can sincerely say I have
not “set down aught in malice;” and though “not afraid to
blame,” the awarding of praise to all parties, had the truth of
history permitted, would have been to me a much more conge-
nial occupation.

The reader will observe, in perusing the following pages, that
my materials have been collected from various quarters, and from
widely different sources. In addition to the ordinary histories
of Ireland and Great Britain, and such other historical and bio-
graphical works as I could obtain, I have made use of several
rare pamphlets relating to Irish affairs, which I consulted in that
noble institution, the British Museum, and which have enabled
me to throw additional light upon the transactions recorded in
this volume. To these various publications I have carcfully re-
ferred in the notes, as occasion required. My references might,
indeed, have been easily increased, and my array of authorities
rendered more imposing ; but where the facts stated were gene-
rally known and uncontroverted, I did not conceive any reference
necessary ; while, out of the numerous works which might have
been produced to corroborate the same fact, I preferred referring
to that only which appeared to be the original authority.

I also consulted—though I regret my limited time permitted
me to do so only partially—the manuscript collections in the
British Museum, London, in the Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh,
and in Trinity College Dublin, to which last I obtained ready access
through the kindness of the Rev. 8. J. M‘Clean, one of the Fel-
lows of that learned body. From all these sources I derived

important information, illustrative of the carly state of Ulster. |
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A few interesting papers, which have not been published before,
are inserted in the Appendix.

As my professional duties retard the progress of an undertak-
ing like this, I am able to offer to the public only the FirsT
volume of the work, which brings down the narrative to the
period of the Solemn League and Covenant. A still more in-
teresting portion of the history of our Church yet remains;
which, should this volume be favourably received, I will endea-

vour to complete as speedily as possible.

Canmickrrraees, December 19, 1833,
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2 HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN INTHO,

protracted controversies which it has occasioned. It is uncer-
tain when Christianity was first introduced into the kingdom,
or to what period its ultimate triumph over the Druidical super-
stition is to be assigned. The very existence of Patrick, the
celebrated apostle of Ireland, has been plausibly impugned ; and
the period of his mission, the character he sustained, the form of
Christianity he introduced, and the success he experienced, are
to the present day vigorously contested. On onc point, how-
ever, and that happily the most important, there is considerable
unanimity. It is now generally admitted, that the primitive
Church of Ireland, though not free from error, differed most
materially, and for a length of time, from that of Rome. The
frece and commanded use of the Scriptures—the inculeation of
the doctrines of grace and of the efficacy of the sacrifice and
intercession of Christ, without any allusion to the mass, to tran-
substantiation, purgatory, human merit, or prayers for the dead
—the diversity in the forms of celebrating Divine worship—the
rejection of the Papal supremacy—the marriage of the clergy—
the Scriptural character of the early bishops, each having the
charge of only one parish, and being labourers “in word and
doctrine”’—the presbyterial order of the Culdees, and their singu-
lar piety and zeal—all these important points of doctrine and
discipline, which were maintained and practised in the ancient
Irish Church, clearly indicate its opposition to the Papal system.!

The corrupting influence of the Church of Rome, however,
was gradually extended to this sequestered island long before
the Papal authority was formally recognised. Several unsuccess-
ful attempts were indeed made by the Roman pontiffs to subject
to their domination the Irish Church, the last of the national
Churches of the West which preserved its independence. It
succeeded in resisting these attempts until the middle of the
twelfth century, when it was at length unhappily subjected to
the sce of Rome. Considerable opposition was at first made to
the new establishment, principally by the inferior clergy and the
native chieftains. But Pope Adrian IV., having arrogantly

! Ussher’s Discourse of the Religion anciently professed by the Irish,
Lond. 1631, passim. Jamieson’s Hist. Ace. of the Culdees, Edin. 1811,
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tive: prefennent. the interpesition of the sovereigm was oecasion-
aily entrated by a rival candidate, and the paramount claims of
the Pope, though, after much contention. were ax often over-
thrown.  But this salutary check was seldom exereised : and the
Roman pontitt” was permitted to fill all the influential oftices in
the Chureh, and not unfrequently in the State, with the most
obrexquions of his atherents.  The ready eommunication which,
by way of France and Spain, existed between Ircland and the
eourt of Rome, by facilitating the earrying of appeals thither,
and the procuring thenee of indulgences and other expensive
articles of Papal manufacture, contributed still further to extend
andd inereas: the power of that court, and proportiouably to op-
press and impoverish the people.

The prelates, therefore, were entirely devoted to the interests
of the mother-chureh on which they were so dependent, and
with which they pmsessed such facilities of intercourse.  In
ather eountries, allegiance to the sovercign generally counteracted,
if it did not supersede, this unqualified subservience to the au-
tlority of the Pope; but the royal power was too weak in
Ireland to oppose, with suceess, the continued extension of
ecelesiastical domination.  Accordingly, the bishops carried the
authority of the Church, and the privileges of their order, to
an extravagant and intolerable height.  They spared neither king
nor people.  The encroachments on the rights of the crown oeca-
sionally roused the indignation of the sovereign; 3 but owing to

reighbouring septs. It included the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath,
with part of Louth, and occasionally extended as far northward as Newry.

3 Warc's Works, i. 100, The curious case here related between the Bishop
of Down and Edward 1., clearly cvinces the usurpation of the clergy in the
beginning of the fifteenth century. The king called him to account, (1) For
cxcluding, in conjunction wit'h the primate, all clerks born in England from
the monasteries within his diocese ; (2) For cxercising in his manors all the
pleas of the crown except four ; (3) For claiming the eiric, or ransom, for
killing a mere Irishman, or committing felony within his jurisdiction. After
he had been deprived of these exorbitant encroachments, he was again
brought under censure for breaking into the convent at Down, stealing thenee
the king's letter of license to the prior, &c., to elect a new ahbot, and then
forcibly ndvancing one of his own creatures to that dignity.
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were repeatedly encroaching on the privileges of each other, and
were frequently embroiled in the most unseemly contentions.
Bishops opposed the jurisdiction of their metropolitans,?® and the
latter, in their turn, oppressed, and sometimes even openly as-
saulted, their suffragans.’® The inferior orders were not less
refractory and disputatious than their superiors.!! The regular
or monastic clergy laboured to undermine the popularity and
diminish the dues of the secular or parochial clergy, while the
latter inveighed in the bitterest terms against the idlencss and
profligacy of the mendicant orders.? The clergy of native ex-

secuted his right to a manor by combat, and gained it, his champion over-
coming that of his adversary.

® Ware, i. 508. Tho following charges, exhibited against a bishop of
Limerick in the latter end of the fourteenth century, will corroborate the
above assertion :—‘* That when Torrington, the archbishop of Cashel, came
to redress the grievances of the Franciscans, and cited this bishop to answer
them, he laid violent hands on the archbishop, and tore the citation from hin
with such force that he drew his blood : that the bishop having bLeen a long
time excommunicated for debts due to the apostolic see, paid no regard thereto,
but acted as usual : that the archbishop having cited him for heresy, was,
together with his attendant clergy, in danger of being assaulted, if he had not
run away: and that, after he had retired, the bishop, clothed in his pontificals,
entered the oity of Limerick, and by bell, book, and candle, publicly excom-
municated every person who had supplied the archbishop with food or enter-
tainment.” See also Ware, i. 528-9, for the turbulent couduct of a bishop
of Waterford towards the bishop of Lismore and the archbishop of Cashel.

10 Ware, i. 533. An archbishop of Cashel, in the middle of the fourteonth
century, assaulted a bishop of Waterford, by night, in his lodgings, grievously
wounded him, and many others who were in his company, and robbed him of
his goods. See also Cox, i. 91.

11 So late as 1525, a bishop of Leighlin was murdered by his archdeacon,
on the high-way, ‘‘because he had reproved him for his insolent obstinacy,
and other crimes, and threatened him with further correction.” Ware, i.
461.

1 Sec these contentions related at large, in Ware, i. 82 and 332; ii. 86.
Cox, i. 148, and in Mason’s History of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 133—-4. Fitz-
ralph, archbishop of Armagh from 1347 to 1359, was the most vigorous

PP t of the dicants, for which he was charged with horesy, and suf-
fered no little hardship. It is remarkable that, the year in which he died,
Wycliffe, who was acquainted with his writings, took up the same controversy
in England, which was tho first occasion that brought this celebrated reformer
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tie e xmidtam demands.’®  In proportion, however. to the general
prroemty that prvailed, the clergy became the more rapacious and
nqmemmise.  The momst unjustifiable measures were emploved to
iswgeam tiwAr revenues.  In the thirteenth century. an archbishop
A [rutdin destroyved in the fire all the leases which his tenants, at
kie «wn oder, had laid before him, and by which alone they held
tisir resppaive properties, that he might by this iniquitous pro-
exviure the: more radily augment his income.!’®  One of his suc-
e, i the same century, laid the metropolis under an interdiet,
busacsw: the mayor and citizens had attempted to limit the exac-
tims of his elergy, and to subject their offerings to the priests to
exrais ravmable regulations.!  In addition to their stated sup-
j#t derives] from tithes, which were rigorously exacted, numerous
thor expualients for amassing wealth were adopted. Ecclesiastical
esnsures were commuted for money ; penances were liberally
enystvsl, that they might be superseded by extravagant fines ;
fiziz] dues were demanded for almost every religious office per-
foruusd; indulgences were regularly set up to sale, and every
oppgemtunity of extorting money was eagerly embraced.? In
faviurable situations, therefore, the prelates and inferior clergy
nharesl among them much of the wealth of the country, a very
sinall proportion of which was consecrated to the advancement of
ww-ful learning or the encouragement of education among the
people.

Learning, which had formerly flourished in Ireland to a consi-
derable extent, was now reduced to a very low ebb. The want

W Cox, i. 61. (a.p. 1229.) ** Now came over Stephen, the Pope’s chap-
luin, to domand the tenth of all moveables to support the Holy See against
the Emporor Frederick. It was so bard a tax in Ireland that they were fain
to part with not only their cadows and aquarvita, but also with their chalices
and their altar-clothes.” See also ibid, p. 76. Cadows were the Irish
wmantles, the chief article of dress.

™ Ware, i. 319-20.

¥ Waro, i. 822-3.

# I way mention, as an instance of prelatical rapacity, the rigour with
which archbishops lovied from tho heirs of their suffragan bishops somo of
their most valuable possessions, which thoy claimed as heriots due them. In
tho fifteenth century, an archbishop of Armagh prosecuted this claim on the
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The standard of their morals was not higher than that of their
learning. Canonical obedience, everywhere a leading feature in
the character of the Romish clergy, was grossly violated in Ireland
by the occasional insubordination of the prelates, and the frequent
contumacy of the inferior orders. It was no unusual spectacle to
see rival bishops and priors contending for their preferments by
force of arms, and, in opposition to both Pope and king, persisting
for years in these degrading contests.Z Their conduct was cha-
racterised by the keenest animositics among themselves, and the
most tyrannical oppression towards their people when charged
with crime, though at the same time guilty themselves of many
scandalous violations of the moral law.¢ Whilst chastity was

there ;: Ware, i. 71. (1369.) A southern chieftain is obliged to restore to
the Church of Limerick, among otber things, the books which he had taken
from it ; Cox., i. 129. (1438.) Mr. Martin White, rector of Liscarton, left
to the monastery of Navan a book of the decretals, and a small Bible; Monast.
Hiber. 559. (1483.) An archbishop of Dublin left to the abbey of Osney a
portiforium (probably a liturgical book), the mass-book, a book ealled ** Pu-
pilla Oculi,”® and two books of physic; Ware, i.343. (1500.) Dearr Alleyne
bequeathed to Christ Church, Dublin, the works of ** Panormitan,"t (a cele-
brated canonist), with the great repertory thereon ; also the great ropertory of
Philip, bishop of Brescia ; Mason's St. Patrick, 142.

2 Thus, in the year 1250, there wero for a time two bishops of Meath
contending for that sec; Ware, i. 143. In 1489 thore were two bishops of
Culmore, and the clergy not being able to terminate their disputes, both
were permitted to enjoy the dignity for many years; Cox, i. 183. In the
end of the fifteenth century, the priory of Kilmainham, a dignity equal to
that of a lishop, was stoutly contested by two candidates, even by forco of
arms, for a considerable time. Sce this curious caso in Ware’s Annals, ad
an. 1485.

% A samplo of theso prelatic oppressions may be seen in Ware, i. 408-10,
in the case of a bishop of Ossory who caused two persons to be burned for
witcheraft, and imprisoned a supposed accomplice. This man being set at
liberty by tho interposition of one Poer, the indignant bishop excommunicated
the latter for heresy, and had him imprisoned in Dublin. He being humanely

* This was the name of & tract, “ De Sacramentis et de Fide in decem libris,” which
was abridged from a langer work, entitled *“ Oculus Sacerdotis,” 1 have also seen a book,
entitled “ Pupilla Oculi omnibus presbyteris, precipné Avgli ria.
Author, Johannis de Burgo, quondam alma: Cautabiigiensis Cancellarius.” Sm. fol. Lond.
1510.

+ Anthony of Palermo, usually styled Punormitanus,
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“netiors.®  Sometimes, indecd, a prelate arose, who, detesting
cuch proflizaey. subjevtend the conduct of his clergy to strieter
~itiny than usual, and thereby revealed, in the number of the
offenders. the great extent to which these crimes had prevailed.®

Undder a elergy s ignorant and dissolute, it is no wonder that
tewe apirit of true religion had been altogether banished from the
ingdow.  The doetrinal and practical errors which defaced the
couuunion of the Romish Church need not to be enumerated.
Jtis cuough w state that they flourished in Ireland in their most
tutul luxuriance, sooompanied by their inseparable attendant, the
grossest superstition,  In proportion as this baneful spirit ex-
tetded itaedf over the kingdom, a multitude of monasterics
spratig up, which, though originally designed for pious and be-
uevolent purposes, spesdily  degenerated, and in their turn in-
ervasd the evil that had given them birth.  Nearly six hundred
rveligious houses, belonging to cighteen different monastic orders,
were satwered over the entire island, the inmates and members

tery in that town was bis father. ‘I asked him,” said Bayle, **if that were
io marriage? Ho made me answer, No; for that was, he said, agninst his
professi Then lled I him that he never should boast of it more.
Why, saith he, it is an honour in this land to have a spiritual man as a bishop,
an abbot, a monk, a friar, or a pricst, to father. With that T greatly mar-
velled, not so much of his unshamefaced talk, as I did that adultery, forbidden
of God, and of all h t men detested, should there have both praise and pre-
ferment; shinking in process, for my part to reform it.” Vocacyon of Jobhan
Bayle, apud Harl. Mis. i. 340. Lond. 1809, 8vo.

% So lately as the beginning of tho sixteenth century, the state of the morals
of the inferior clergy in Galway was such as to call for the following enact-
ments on the part of the corporation of that town :—(a.p. 1520.) ¢ That no
priest, monk, canon, or friar, shall have a w——o or Icinan in any man’s
house within this town ; and that man which keepeth said, &c., shall forfeit
20s. (1530.) *‘ Enacted, that any priest or vicar of the college found with
any fault or crime, to lose one hundred shillings and their benefice ; and also
if he or they keep any w——e, being with child, or bearing him children, to
pay the above penalty.” Ilardiman’s Galway, 202, 238.

#® ¢ An archbishop of Dublin,” says Ware, **in the end of tho twelfth
century, was such an enemy to incontinence in his clergy, that at one time
he sent n hundred and forty clerks to Rome, who had been counvicted of the
sine, in order to obtain absolution from the Pope, although he had power of
granting it to them himself.” Ware, i 314,
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ments of purgatory and the pains of hell 32 Penances performed
at this privileged station were represented as of special efficacy
to purge away the deadliest siny, and restore the soul to spotless
purity. No wonder, then, that it was annually visited by crowds
of devotees, not only from the remoter distriets of Britain, but
even from the most distant parts of Europe.  So shameless, how-
ever, were the impositions practised here by the priests on the
credulous multitudes, that the indignation of the Holy See was
excited, and it was ordered by the Pope to be demolished at the
end of the fifteenth century.3 But it was too gainful a super-
stition to be relinquished, even at the command of the sovereign
pontift’ himself; and though the government, more than once
since the Reformation, attempted to suppress it 34 it continues to
the present day to attract and delude the people.  Many other
stations, though of inferior celebrity, existed in various parts of
the kingdom, where the prescribed penances of the Church’ were
performed, and where crowds of infatuated votaries sought to
ohtain absolution, by rigorous acts of mortification to which they
subjected themselves at these hallowed spots.

2 This celebrated station came first into notice about the middle of the
twelfth century, I find in Rymer's Fwedera, folio edit. vol. iii. parti. p.
174-5, a safe-conduct granted by Edward 111, on the 24th October 1358,
to Maletesta Ungarus, a knight of Rimini, in Italy, to visit Lough Derg,
who it appehrs was sent thither by the Popo to do penance ; (Riobardson’s
Folly of Pilg. p. 42) and another of the same date to Nicholas de Beccario,
a nobleman of Ferrara, in Lombardy. In Rym. vol. iii. part iv. p. 135,
there is another safe-conduct granted by Richard 11., on the 6th of Septem-
ber 1397, to Raymond, Viscount de Perilleux and Knight of Rhodes, with
a train of twenty men and thirty horses. There is also a testimonial extant
from Octavianus, archbishop of Armagh, so late as the year 14885, certifying
that John Garhi, Prancis Proly, and John Burgess, three French pilgrims,
had visited this station, and performed the usual penances ; Jones's St.
Pat. Purg. p. 58-0. I may add that James Young, a notary-public, of
Dublin, wrote *‘ A History of the Pilgrimage of Laurence Rathold, a knight
and baron of Hungary, to St. Patrick’s Purgatory, an. 1411." Ware, ii.
$3; Tytler's Scotland, iii. 44.

* By Pope Alexander VI., in the year 1197,

% By the Lords Justices of Irelaud in the year 1632, and by Act of Par-
liament in the reign of Queen Anne.
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a more than ordinary degree of violence and insubordination.
The history of Ireland during this period is only a record either
of disgraceful combinations among these petty despots for the
purposes of rapine or revenge, or of dishonourable conspiracies,
sometimes against known allies, marked by the basest treachery
and the most revolting cruelty. Even religion, which usually com-
mands the superstitious veneration of the most lawless chieftains,
was frequently outraged. Neither its temples nor its ministers
were secure against their violence. So late as the fifteenth cen-
tury, the chief of a northern clan destroyed above forty churches
in Ulster, and was himself soon after massacred in one of them,
to which he had fled for refuge, but which his own previous
spoliations had rendered insecure.3 Noblemen of the highest
rank in the kingdom did not hesitate to revenge themselves on
neighbouring bishops, by the ruin both of their cathederals and
their palaces,37 while they who were less profane or violent, only
rugshed into the opposite extreme of superstition. It is lamentable
to read of noblemen sending embassies to Rome for permission to
translate the bones of favourite saints to more attractive shrines, 38
and to hear their occasional reverses of fortune ascribed to their
having altered the patron saint of some sacred edifice.3® But it

3% MacGilmore was the name of this ‘“corls,” as he was called, or unbap-
tised Irishman. He had rifled the church of the Minorites in Carrickfergus,
and taken away the iron bars by which the windows were secured ; and
having afterwards fled to it for refuge from the hostile clan of the Savages,
he was easily captured and massacred.. Ware's Annals, ad an. 1408 ; Cox,
i. 147,

3 In 1369, a southern chiof rifled the church of Limerick of its books,
ornaments, and chalices, which he was afterwards obliged to restore ; Cox, i.
120. Tho Earl of Kildare being offended with the Archbishop of Cashel,
burnt his cathederal to the ground ; Ware's Annals, ad an. 15603. His
excuse for this wanton outrage was, ‘‘that he would not have done it, but
that he thought the archbishop was in it.” Cox, i. 9.

®8 In 1185, John De Courcy sent an embassy to Rome to Pope Urban I1I.,
for permission to translate the bodies of St. Patrick, Columba, and Bridget,
just then discovered, as it was thought, at Downpatrick. Ware’s Aunals,
ad an. 1185.

» By the above De Courcy the Cathedral of Down, proviously dedicated to
the Trinity, was dedicated to St. I’atrick, which, aays a contemporary annalist,
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racter.8 The clergy had, therefore, little difficulty in retaining
the people in that profound ignorance which renders them at all
times fit subjects of priestly domination. The instruction profes-
sedly given by their clergy was both extremely scanty in itself, and
calculated only to deepen the gloom in which they were involved.
Preaching constituted no part of the clerical oftice; and what
occasionally assumed the name, was a tissue of silly fables, or of
legendary tales of saints and martyrs. The inculeation both of
religion and of morality was neglected, and their high sanctions
were superseded by the mere terrors of bodily penances. The
priests were often non-resident,* and the churches deserted or
ruined. The Sabbath was systematically profaned,* and holi-
days of human institution alone kept sacred. And when to all
these circumstances are added the example both of the civil and
spiritual rulers, and the facilities afforded to the most aban-
doned, of obtaining absolution at their dying hour, need we
wonder at the violence, and insubordination, and profligney by
which the wretched population of Ireland were so generally cha-
racterised ? 46

Such was the state of the Romish Church in Ircland prior to
the Reformation. The slightest consideration of its melancholy
details will be sufficient to show the paramount necessity which
existed for overthrowing its arrogant authority, and reclaiming it,
if possible, to the purity and simplicity of the Church of Christ.
The measures adopted for this purpose during the reigns of
Henry, Edward, and Elizabeth, will now be briefly detailed.

The spirit of religious inquiry did not display itself in Ireland

printed with them was a catechism, written and printed by John Kerney,
treasurer of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, entitled, ¢ Alphabetum ot ratio legendi
Hibernicam, et Catechismus in endem lingua,” 8vo. It was not till the
year 1602 that the New Testament was printed in this character.

# So early as 1357, enactments were made by the Irish Church to remedy
the evil of non-residence, (Cox, i. 24 ;) an evil which has never existed in
Presbyterian, nor been cured in Prelatical, churches.

# In tho fourteenth century, markets were held principally on the Lord's-
day. Cox, i. 108.

48 See a shocking instance of their sacrilegious conduct recorded by Cox,
i. 109.
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The kingdom was thus totally unprepared for the meditated
change in religion, when Henry VIIL, anxious, not for the doe-
trines of the Reformation, which he had never reecivéd or pro-
fessed, but merely to overthrow the authority of the Roman
pontifl, sent his commissioners hither to proclaim the royal su-
premacy, and demand the subjection of the Irish prelates to his
own ccclesiastical power. The chief agent employed in this
important negotiation was George Brown, who was consecrated
archbishop of Dublin on the 19th of March 1535.4 His op-
position to some of the doctrinal errors of the Church of Rome,
while provincial of the Augustinian order in England, had at-
tracted the notice of Henry, and pointed him out as a fit instru-
ment for accomplishing his designs in Ireland. Charged with
the royal commission, he hastened to Dublin, and in a conference
with the principal clergy and nobility of the kingdom, laid be-
fore them his instructions, and required them to acknowledge
the king’s supremacy. Toa similar demand in England, a ready
acquiescence had heen given, because the spirit of religious in-

statutes enacted for the punishment of heretics in England, but not previously
in force in Ireland ; for the preamble runs thus :—¢‘For that the ordinaries
have wanted authority to proceed against those that were infected therewith ;
therefore bo it enacted,” &c. The statutes revived were 5 Rich. II. chap.
5, 2 Hen. IV. chap. 15, and 2 Ilen. V. chap. 7.  This last statute is *‘con-
cerning the suppression of heresy and Lallardy.”” The latter was a name of
contempt for Protestantism beforo the Reformation. Leland indeed states,
that “‘in the famous Parliament held in the tenth year of Henry VIL (a. p:
1495,) laws had been revived to prevent the growth of Lollardism and heresy;"”
Hist. ii. 158. DBut I cannot find any such laws among the printed statutes of
that Parliament.

4 The subscquent notices of Brown in the text, are taken from a rare
tract, entitled, ¢‘ Historical Collections of the Church in Ireland, &c., sct
forth in the Lifo and Death of George Brown, some time Archbishop of
Dublin.” Lond. 1681, 4to. pp. 18. This tract is to be found in Ware’s
works, Dub. 1705, fol., and in the fifth volume of the ‘¢ Harloian Miscellany.”
Henry's writ constituting George Brown—who is described as professor of
theology, and provincial of the Agustinians of the city of London—archbishop
of Dublin, is dated March 12, 1538. Rym. Fad. vol. vi. part 2, p. 222. There

i an crror in the year here given ; it ought to be 1535, or more accurately,
1534-5.
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necessary for the required alteration of the national faith. Of
these the following are the most remarkable :—The king was
declared the supreme head of the Church on earth; the autho-
rity of the Pope was solemnly renounced ; the supporters of the
Papal supremacy were declared guilty of high treason; all ap-
peals to Rome were strictly forbidden, together with the pay-
ment of dues, and the purchasing of dispensations; several reli-
gious houses were dissolved, and their revenues vested in the
crown; and the projected alteration was completed by the
enactment of severe penalties against those who should slander
the king, or, on account of those innovations, style him usurper
or tyrant, heretic or schismatic.

So far, therefore, as legislative enactments could avail, and so
far as one monstrous dogma of Popery was concerned, the Re-
formation had successfully commenced. But this first step was
productive of little real benefit.  Though public opposition was
silenced in all places where the British power prevailed, which
included a very limited portion of the island, yet secret discon-
tent only inereased the more; and throughout the remainder of
the kingdom, the partisans of the Romish Church became more
zealous and more devoted to her cause.  The supremacy of the
Pope was indeed formally renounced, but it was only to transfer
the same unseriptural power to the king, while the rest of the
grosser errors and corruptions of that Church were permitted to
vemain unquestioned and unreformed.

During the two years subsequent to this meeting of parlia-
ment, no account has been preserved of the progress which the
Reformation was making, even in the metropolis.  The inferior
clergy had not imbibed the spirit or acceded to the measures of
Archbishop Brown; nor does he himself appear to have as yet
aimed at any other object than the acknowledgment of the king’s
supremacy.® But, in the beginning of the year 1538, at the
express command of Lord Cromwell, the king’s favourite minister
in England, he ordered the images and relies to be removed

“ In 1587, the king wrote to Brown a severe reprimand for his negli-
gence, ambition, and vanity (State Papers, it. 465), to which the archbishop
replied on the 27th September.  (Idem. ii. 512.)

-
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clergy had resigned their benefiees, but that he would not supply
their places till he received further orders. At the same time,
he apprises his lordship, probably with the view of rousing him
to more vigorous measures against the Romanists, of their con-
temptuous treatment of himself—* The country-folk here much
hate your lordship, and despitefully call you, in their Irish tongue,
the blacksmith's son.”53

But scarcely had this letter been despatched, when informa-
tion reached Dublin, that the primate, Cromer, had received from
Rome the strictest injunctions, as well as the most extensive
commission, to maintain the authority of the Pope, to resist the
usurpations of the king, and to declare those accursed who ac-
knowledged any power superior to that of the mother-church.
By the same emissaries who conveyed these orders to the arch-
bishop, the northern chieftains were excited to take arms against
the heretical English, and to invade the territories of the Pale.
This opposition was promptly quelled by the vigorous measures
of the lord-deputy, who routed the insurgents in May 1539, and
offectually intimidated all the military partisans of the Pope’s
supremacy.®3

But the opposition of the Romish clergy could not be so
promptly or effectually silenced.  So far, indeed, as power could
avail, it was freely employed.  The monasteries and other reli-
gious houses were now formally suppressed, and the abbots and
priors who had voluntarily surrendered were pensioned by the
king.’* But, in the remoter parts of the kingdom, the order for
their dissolution was disregarded, and these powerful allies of
the proscribed faith existed for half a century longer.® The
outh of supremacy was now frecly taken by clergy and nobles,

“ This was literally the fact. His father was a blacksmith at Putney,
ncar London:

3 Ieland, ii. 115.

# Ware’s Annals, ad an. 1539. By the parliament in 1541, the full and
frce disposal of all tho abbeys, d&c., was vested in the king. By tho same
parliament it was cnacted, *“that laymen and boys should not be admitted
to ccclesiastical preferments,” thus plainly intimating that such perversions

of church-offices had frequently taken place.
** Sir John Davig relates, that **the abbies aud religious housos in ‘Tyrone.
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the discouragements experienced in the latter years of Henry’s
reign, the Pope’s supremacy had been completely overthrown, an
influential proportion of the clergy had received the knowledge
of the truth, and many of their peoplé far exceeded their rulers
in attachment to the reformed doctrines. But in Ireland the
contrary was the case. The civil authorities alone supported
the cause ; the rest of the influential classes were either obsti-
nately attached to the Romish sce, or sunk in ignorance and un-
concern.

The reign of Edward VI. proved more favourable to the
advancement of the truth. Its beneficial influence, however, was
far from being immediately felt in Ircland. During the first
four years after his accession to the throne, no steps were taken
to carry forward the work so imperfectly commenced by his
capricious and tyrannical father; while in England, during the
same period, the Reformation was anxiously fostered, and ad-
vanced with rapid strides. Thus a book of instructive homilies was
composed for the use of the inferior clergy, as yet unaccustomed
to the work of public preaching. English Bibles were placed in
every parish church; the mass was changed into the communion
in both elements, and tables in the centre of the church were
substituted for altars; Divine worship in all its parts was appointed
to be conducted in English, and a book of common prayer com-
piled; while learned foreigners were placed in the universities,
and zcalous preachers were employed in itinerating labours among
the awakened and inquiring people.5®

But in Ireland only one of these rational and effective plans of
reform was introduced, and that, too, by no means the most
urgent. On the Gth of February 1551, King Edward issued a
procBmation to the lord-deputy, requiring the English common
prayer-book to be used throughout the kingdom in the celebra-
tion of Divine worship. A remarkable variation, indicative of
the pusillanimous spirit in which the Reformation was pressed
in Ircland, is observable between this proclamation and that by

** Burnet'’s History of the Reformation, fol. ii. 71.  Coll. Eece. His. ii. 263.

Sce also period iii. of M‘Crie’s Life of Knox. Knox was a preacher in
Fngland from 1549 to 1554.
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clergy’s curse. 8ir Anthony made answer, ‘I fear no strange
curse so long as I have the blessing of that Church which I believe
to be the true one” The archbishop again said, ‘(an there be
a truer Church than the Church of St. Peter, the mother-church
of Rome?’ 8ir Anthony returned this answer, ‘I thought we
had all been of the Church of Christ, for he calls all true believers
in him his Church, and himself the Head thercof.” Then George
Dowdal rose up, and several of the suffragan bishops under his
Jjurisdiction, and left the conference. Sir Anthony then took up
the order and held it forth to George Brown, archbishop of Dublin,
who, standing up, received it, saying—¢ This order, brethren, is
from our gracious king, and from the rest of our brethren, the
fathers and clergy of England who have consulted herein, and
compared the Holy Scriptures with what they have done; unto
whom I submit, as Jesus did to Cesar, in all things just and law-
ful, making no question why or wherefore, as we own him our
true and lawful king.””6 After this characteristic conference, the
liturgy was adopted only by four other prelates. On Easter-day
it was solemnly used for the first time, in Christ Church, Dublin,
in presence of all the civil and ecclesiastical authorities; and was
soon after printed, with annexed rules for ecclesiastical habits and
ccremonies. 8!

% Hist. Coll. of the Church in Ireland, p. 9.

¢ This is said to be the first book printed in Ireland, its printer, Ilumphrey
Powell, having come from England the same year in which it apgeared. *‘In
1548 and 1549, he dwelt above Holborn Conduit in London ; from thence he
went to Ireland in 1551, and is said to have been the first who introduced the
art into tho kingdom.”  Ames’ Typ. Aunt. ii. 709. The title of the book runs
thus— “‘ The boke of common prayerand administration of the sacrementes
and other rites and ceremonies of the churche, after the use of the churche
of England. Dublinic, in officina Humfredi Poweli, cum privilegio ad impri-
mendum solum.  Anno Domini m.p.L1.” Among the annexed rules, it was
ordered, ‘‘as touching kneeling, crossing, holding up of hands, knocking upon
the breast, and other gostures, they may be used or left out, as every man’s
devotion serveth, without blame.” Again,—*‘ If there be a sermon, or for
other great cause, the curate by his discretion may leave out the litany.”
Powell also printed ** A brief declaration of certain principal Articles of Reli-
gion, sct out by order and authority, as well of the Right 1fonourable Sir Honry
Sydney, &e., as by the Archbishops and Bishops, and other her Majesty’s High
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resigned his see in the following month.%2  Another was ex-
tremely unpopular, being deseribed by his contemporaries as cruel,
avaricious, and oppressive even to his clergy.8  The dioceses of
the other two lay contiguous to the metropolis; and in the most
extensive of them, searcely any of the churches were occupied by
reformed ministers.® This single measure, therefore, though it
had even been more excellent in itself, could have scarcely any
effect in accelerating the reformation of the kingdom. The ene-
mies of the truth, too, were at this period encouraged in their
opposition to it, as well by the vigour and boldness of the pri-
mate, Dowdal, on the one hand, as by the remissness of the
deputy in supporting it on the other. At the suggestion, how-
ever, of Archbishop Brown, who, it is alleged, accused him of
treason, Saintleger was recalled from the government. Though
no specific acts have been mentioned on which this accusation
was founded ; yet, from his having been the person afterwards
selected by Mary for restoring the Romish faith in Ireland, it
may be fairly inferred that, notwithstanding hix able reasoning in
defence of the Reformation against Dowdal, he had been an in-
sineere professor of its doctrines.

Saintleger was succeeded by Sir James Croft, who, in the

Morbis Hwereditariis, 12mo, Dublinie, 1619. The samo writer published &
poem on the Earl of Ossory, with notices of that family ; Thorpe's Cat.,
1842, p. 513. What better subject for a prizc-cssay could bo proposed by
the learned societics of Dublin, than an inquiry into the history of printing in
Ireland, with a catalogue raisonné of the more curious books, and sketches of
Irish printers ?

€2 John Coym, or Quin, bishop of Limerick, originally a Dominican friar,
being blind and disabled by infirmities, resigned his sce, April 9, 1551.
Ware’s Bishops.

6 Robert Travers had been, the year before, made bishop of Leighlin.
‘“His chancellor,” says Ware, *‘ gave him the character of a crucl, avaricious
man, and an oppressor of his clergy.’’

¢ Edward Staples, bishop of Meath, warmly adopted the liturgy; but from
the state of his diocese, as represented by Sir Honry Sydney twenty-five
years afterwards, it could scarcely have been used for want of ministers.
Thomas Lancaster, of Kildare, was the fourth prelate who supported Brown.
He had been consecrated about half a year before, and it is probable that
the new service was not used beyond the precincts of his own cathedral.
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same time, of encouraging Brown and the reformed clergy.  This
expedient, inadequate as it was to meet the exigencies of the case,
had the desired effeet.  Dowdal soon after fled to the Continent,
and the Popish party were thus, at a very critical period, deprived
of their most influential leader.67

Notwithstanding this partial triumph, the cause of the Refor-
mation advanced but slowly. None of the other important mea-
sures, already adopted with success in England, were even
attempted to be introduced into Ireland; nor did the lord-deputy,
though he commenced his government with ‘apparent zeal, con-
tinue to exert himself in behalf of the truth., Though it was an
express article in his instructions from the British court, to have
the service of the Church translated into Irish for gencral uso
throughout the kingdom, yct no steps were taken to carry into
offeet this most wise and salutary proposal. Neither was the
want of preachers, even in the metropolis, yet supplied. The
lord-chancellor, Cusack, in a letter to the Duke of Northumber-
land, in the year 1552, states that they had no preaching through-
out the year, and justly ascribes to this lamented deficiency the
ignorance and insubordination which prevailed in all parts of the
kingdom.%8

To account for the slow progress of the truth at this period, it
has been asserted, that the indiscreet violence of the persons who
were commissioned to remove the idolatrous images out of the
churches, but who, at the same time, stripped them of their most
necessary furniture, tended to inflame the prejudices of the people
against the reformed faith. No evidence of such precipitate zeal
can be discovered. One of Sir James Croft’s instructions doubt-
less was, to “prevent the sale of bells, church-goods, and chantry
lands.”®®  These, however, had been, as in England, fraudulently

7 Leland, ii. 197-9.

¢ Quoted by Leland (ii. 193) from the original in Trinity College, Dublin.
I examined this MS. in the College Library. It is in F. 3, 16, No. 6, and
is dated May 8, 1552. It is a long and very important document, giving a
geographical and statistical account of the entire kingdom. That portion ot
it which relates to Ulster I have insorted in the Appendix, No. 1I.

“ Cox, i. 290.
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stead of being at this period unnecessarily shocked, were but too
studiously consulted ; and so far from there being an excess, there
was a most deplorable want of sincere and carnest zeal in all the
measures adopted for the advancement of true religion. None of
the reformers, not even Archbishop Brown himself, seems to have
been impressed with a deep or honest conviction of the pernicious
nature of the errors of Popery; nor did any of them advance a
single step in the work of reformation, to which they had not
been previously urged by the English government.

The primacy and several of the Irish sces being now vacant,
cfforts were made at the English court to procure adequate per-
sons to fill these influential situations. Application was made to
Archbishop Cranmer to nominate a few individuals whom he might
conceive to be not only qualified to be bishops, but willing to
undertake the office in this remote and turbulent country. Hav-
ing stated, in his reply,.that he “knew very few that would
gladly be persuaded to remove to Ireland,” he, at the same time,

examining the accuracy of his statement, unhesitatingly adopt it. This is
strikingly exemplified in the present case. Leland (ii. 106) assumed that the
destruction of the church at Clonmacnoise was owing to * the barbarous and
heathen fury’’ of those who wero commissioned to remove the idolatrous
images from the churches. Upon this view of a solitary transaction, he does
not hesitate to brand the reformers generally as sacrilegious spoilers of ‘‘all
the most valuable furniture of the churches.” Stuart, in his valuable *‘ His-
tory of Armagh,” (p. 239), adopts the samo view, and states that they
exccuted their commission *‘in the most violent, outrageous, and indecent
manner.” But he gives us no additional facts or authoritics. Taylor, another
Protestant writer, in his ‘‘ Civil Wars of Ireland,” (i. 168), forming No. 73
of Constable’s Miscellany, refers to this never-failing case of Clonmacnoise,
as teaching the Romanists that ¢‘ tho new system sanctioned sacrilege and
robbery; and,” he adds, *“ that similar excesses were committed in other parts
of the country.” But still we are not furnished with any specific cases.
Until such, therefore, be pointed out from authentic sources, 1 cannot join
with these, and various other Protestant writers, in condemning the Irish re-
formers on the solitary case of Clonmacnoise, which, I trust, I have satis-
factorily shown ought not to be attributed to religious *‘ fury.” I may re-
mark that, at least in Waterford, there could have been no great spoliation,
as we find the dean and chapter, in 1677, selling two hundred pounds worth
of plate, the property of the cathedral—no inconsiderable sum in those dayn
Ryland’s Waterford, p. 136.
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Bishop of Winchester, and well known to each other. On the
27th of October, John Bale was nominated to the see of Ossory,
and, on the 4th of November, Hugh Goodacre to that of Armagh ;
and letters of the same dates were despatched from court to the
lord-deputy and council of Ireland in commendation of these
bishops elect.™

Of Goodacre little could be known, as he died within three
months after his appointment to the primacy; “having been
poisoned at Dublin,” according to Bale, “ by procurement of cer-
tain priests of his diocese, for preaching God’s verity and re-
buking their common vices.” " Of Bale there are many authentic
memorials, which show him to have possessed not only the fidelity,
learning, and picty, of a reformer, but also the zeal, energy, and
courage, essential to the character of a champion of the truth.
Deeply convinced of the ruinous errors of Popery, he attacked
and exposed them without reserve. For this honest boldness he
had been twice imprisoned in England by the ruling clergy.
Owing to the favour of Lord Cromwell, already mentioned, he
obtained his liberty; and, after the melancholy death of his
patron, he retired to the Continent, where he spent eight years
in habits of intimacy and friendship with Luther, Calvin, and
other celebrated Continental reformers. At the accession of
Edward VI. he returned to England, and, in August 1552, was
offered the see of Ossory. He could not, however, for some time
be prevailed on to accept it, alleging his age, being then nearly
sixty, his poverty, and his ill health, as sufficient to excuse him
from undertaking so arduous a charge. At the personal solicita-
tion of the sovercign himself, Bale at length consented, and, in
conjunction with his friend and colleague Goodacre, was solemnly
set apart to his office on the 2d of February 1553.

His determination to refuse all conformity to the ceremonies

74 Strype’s Cranmer, i. p. 393.

 Bale’s Vocacyon, ut supra, p. 343, who styles him * that godly preacher,
and virtuous learned man.” In bis Scrip. Illus. Mag. Britt. Basil. 1507,
Pars sec. p. 231, Bale thus describes him :—** Virum doctrinse sinoeritate
ac vitme integritate picuum D. H m Goodacrum, beatm memorism,

concionatorem in Hybernia vigilantissimum, ac theologica eloquentia non im-
merito commendatum,”’
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Immediately after his consecration, he repaired to his diocese,
where he was a constant and faithful preacher. He has left on
record the following interesting notices of his ministerial labours
at this period. “My first proccedings were these :—I earnestly
exhorted the people to repentance for sin, and required them to
give credit to the Gospel of salvation: to acknowledge and be-
lieve that there was but one God, and him alone, without any
other, sincerely to worship: to confess one Christ for an only
Saviour and Redcemer, and to trust in none other man’s prayers,
merits, nor yet deservings, but in his alone for salvation. I
treated at large both of the heavenly and political state of the
Christian Church, and helpers I found none among my preben-
daries and clergy, but adversaries a great number. I preached
the Gospel of the knowledge and right invocation of God. But
when I once sought to destroy the idolatries and dissolve the
hypocrites’ yokes, then followed angers, slanders, conspiracies,
and, in the end, the slaughter of men.” 7 While he thus faith-
fully proclaimed the truth, he also laboured, with the utmost
diligence, to correct the vices of his clergy, whom he found
plunged in the grossest licentiousness. He at once abolished the
idolatrous service of the mass, and sought to lead the people to
the knowledge and love of true religion. For this purpose he
considered no lawful means improper to be employed. The pre-
sent age may smile to hear of a bishop writing metrical interludes
on religious subjects, and causing them to be acted in public
places for the edification of the public. But though manifestly
unsuitable to the taste and circumstances of the present genera-
tion, it proved at that period a most successful means of exposing
error, and conveying truth in a lively and affecting manner.™ In

8 Vocacyon, ut supra, p. 342.

T Bale tell us, that on the day on which Queen Mary was proclaimed at
Kilkenny, *‘ the young men, in the forenoon, played a tragedy of God’s pro-
mises in the old law, at the market-cross; in the afternoon, again, they played
a comedy of Saint John the Baptist’s preachings, of Christ’s baptising, and
of his temptation in the wilderness, to the small contentation of the priests
and other Papists there ;” Vocacyon, ut supra, p. 345. The latter of these

is printed in the Harleian Miscellany (i. 202, et s¢q.,) and is thus entitled,
** A brefe Comedy or Enterlude of Johan Baptystes preachynge in the w
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This violence which Bale encountered after the death of the
king, is assumed by several Protestant historians as decisive evi-
dence of the impropriety of his conduct; and many severe re-
flections arc made on his uncompromising opposition to the errors
and superstitions by which he was encompassed, and by which,
like the apostle, “his spirit was stirred in him when he saw the
city wholly given to idolatry.”™ But these reflections are cer-
tainly unmerited. For it ought to be remembered, that being
the only active and zealous prelate in the kingdom, his solitary
and successful exertions were the more obnoxious to the Popish
clergy, and drew down upon him their special indignation. At
the same time, he was secretly disliked by many of his reformed
brethren, whose indolence was exposed, and whose timidity was
alarmed, by his undaunted fidelity and perseverance. Let it be
remarked, too, that no violence was offered during six months,

clining him rather to join with the Nonconformists. ITe died at Canterbury,
of which cathedral he was a prebendary, in November 1563. His voluminous
and valuable writings are prohibited by the Church of Rome, and placed in
the first class of heretical books. The following epigram, by a contemporary,
shows the opinion thtn entertained of the value of his labours in the cause
of truth :—
**Plurima Lutherus patefecit, Platina multa,
Quaedam Vergerius, cuncta Balieus habet.’’

A friend has favoured me with thefollowing metrical version of these lines:—

‘‘Luther a host of hidden things revcaled,
Much Platina disclosed that shocked the sight,
Somewhat Vergerius saw that lay concealed,
But Bale, with piercing eye, drags all to light.”
This Latin epigram is taken from Laurenco Humphrey’s Vaticinium de Roma.
There is a portrait of him in Boissardus-Bibliotheca Chaligraphica, part vii.,
Frank. 1650, with these lines :—
‘“ Hostis Romani vehemens censorque Baalis
Balwus tali fronte decorus orat."’
™ Leland sarcastically styles him, ‘“ the violent and acrimonious inmfpugner
of Popery,” and describes him as ‘‘insulting the prejudioes of his flock with-
out reserve or caution.” TYet he confesses he could not discover what im-
prudencies Bale committed, or what ‘‘ was the intomperate conduct which
his adversaries retorted with such shocking barbarity.” Why, then, we may
ask, should the historian have reflected so severely on his conduct ? Was it
possible, at that period, for any sincere Protestant prelate to do his duty, and
escape the factious opposition of the Popish clergy ?






42 HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 1%TRO.

kingdom for its happy restoration.? Whatever number of Pro-
testants may have remained, were deemed too few and insignifi-
cant to excite any alarm for its uninterrupted establishment in
this favoured “island of saints.” Ireland, therefore, strange as
it may appear, became an asylum for the persecuted Protestants
of England, who resorted thither to escape the fury of their
Romish countrymen. Some of these little colonies brought with
them their ministers, who privately officiated among them, even
in the metropolis; and thus, while Ireland appeared to be doomed
to the most hopeless sterility, the seeds of reformation, by the
fostering care of Providence, whose ¢ ways are not as our ways,”
were springing up in it more extensively than when under the
protection of a nominally reformed government.®8 Preparation
was indeed made for introducing into Ireland the persecuting
measures which characterised this reign in England. In the
month of October 1558, Dr. Cole, Romish dean of St. Paul’s,
was despatched by Mary with a commission to Lord-Deputy
Fitzwalter, authorising him to proceed with vigour in the detec-
tion and punishment of Protestants within his jurisdiction. The
dean having arrived at Chester, was waited on by the mayor, to
whom he showed with exultation his commission, and boasted of
the severitics which it would be the means of inflicting on the
heretics in Ireland. This intelligence alarmed his hostess, who
had several Protestant friends concealed in Dublin. - Watching
her opportunity, she removed the commission out of the box in
which it was deposited, and substituted in its place a parcel of
similar size. Cole, ignorant of this exchange, proceeded to Dub-
lin, and having presented himself before the deputy and council,

8 Ware’s Annals, ad an, 1554.

8 ¢«1554. This year, several of the Protestants of England fled over into
Ireland, by reason Queen Mary began to prosecute them for their religion,
viz., John Harvey, Abel Ellis, John Edmonds, and Henry Haugh, all Che-
shire men; who bringing over their goods and chattels, lived in Dublin, and
became citizens thercof; it not being known whereforo they came hither,
until Queen Mary’s death. Those families having one Thomas Jones, a
Welshman, a Protestant priest, privately amongst them, who read service

and the Scripture to them upon Sundays and other days socretly ; all this
not being discovered until Queen Mary’s death.” Ware's Annals,
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Though Queen Elizabeth was known to be attached to the
reformed faith, the news of her accession to the crown was re-
ceived in Dublin without any symptoms of dissatisfaction. The
event was celebrated in the usual manner, and for more than six
months everything continued the same as in the preceding reign.
The first indication of the religious sentiments of the court was
manifested in an order sent in May 1559 to the dean of Christ
Church, to remove from his cathedral all relics, images, and
pictures, and to substitute in their place appropriate passages of
Seripture.®  This order was soon after followed by an important
gift conferred on the metropolis by an English prelate. Dr. Heath,
archbishop of York, sent a large English Bible to each of the two
cathedrals of St. Patrick and Christ Church, to be fixed in the
centre of the choirs, and not only to be read in Divine service, but
to be left open for public perusal.  The avidity with which the
people availed themselves of this privilege, plainly indicated that it
was the first of the kind with which they had been favoured. They
enme in crowds to hear the Word of God read, and, both before
and after Divine service, they showed great impatience to peruse
it for themselves,  Onee acquainted with its contents, their desire
for further knowledge rapidly increased. The archbishop’s season-
able gift prepared the way for a subsequent demand for Bibles,
which must have had an important influence in promoting the
cause of the Reformation. For, in the year 1566, John Dale, a

& Thomas Lockwood was the name of this diguitary, and, like his superiors,
was a genuine Vicarof Bray. At the consecration of Bishop Balo, the reader
has seen his anxicty to use the Romish ritual. At the accession of Mary, he
relapsed into Popery, if indeed he had ever abandoned it ; and now, at that of
Elizabeth, he retains his dignities and emoluments, and has so little of even
decent consistency, that he is willing to bo employed in pulling down the former
objects of his adoration. Men were sent to work for this purpose, May 25,
1659 ; Ware’s Annals. Yet even this order was only partially complied with,
From a note at p. 181 of Mason’s St. Patrick, it would appear that, so Iate
as the year 1804, images still remained in some parts of that cathedral. In
October 1578, the Bishop of Cork publicly burned St. Dominic’s image at
the high cross of that city, *“‘to the great grief of the superstitious people
there.” ®  Ware’s Bishops, p. 564 ; Cox. i. 354.

* From the 97th Irish canon, it would appear that, even in 1634, ail remains of Papal
ornaments had not been removed from the churches,
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of them going at first to Seotland. they were subjeet to the more
sutfering.  Upon refusing the vath, they had their names returned
to Dublin, from whenee pursuivants were sent to apprehend those
who were refractory.  Divers were apprehended and taken pri-
soners to Dublin: amongst whom was worthy Mrs. Pont, who
remained prisoner nigh three years, and her husband escaping was
foreedd to flee the eountry.  Others, though sent for, yet by
special and very remarkable providences, escaped the pursuivants
who were most earnest to apprehend them.

* John Semple, afterwards an honest zealous minister in the
Church of Seotland for many years : and Mr. Campbell of Duket-
hall® and the Laird of Leckie were so nigh to be taken by the
pursuivants divers times, that it appeared to be more than ordi-
nary providence that they escaped.  Particularly one time John
Semple met a pursuivant by the way, who was sent to take him,
and of John Semple inquired the way. Yet the man, having
formerly a deseription of him, did not know him. Another time,
the Laivd of Leckie, with Major Stewart and John Semple,
came to Newtonstewart together about their affairs.  While the
former were taking a drink, it was presently told them that
three pursuivants were at the door ; upon which Major Stewart
mounted John Semple on hix horse, and gave him his hat; who
being mounted, and riding by the pursuivants, inquired, ¢ whom
they were secking 7 They said, ¢ if you will tell us where they
are whom we are seeking, we will give yvou a reward.” He an-
swered, ‘it may be I will.”  Then said they, ¢ we are seeking the
Laird of Leckie and John Semple.” Then putting spurs to his
horse, he answered, ¢ I am John Semple, you rogues?” While they
were calling others to help them to follow him, the laird took his
horse and escaped, and Major Stewart also. The pursuivants
being disappointed, said, ‘all the devils in hell will not catch
these rogues.”

“Mr. John M‘Cielland being excommunicated by the court
in Down, retired up the country to Strabane, and being lodged
one night in a house where the woman was a Nonconformist,

37 See Note 4, Chap. II.
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The committee from the Irish parliament, arriving at this
critical conjuncture, were received in London with every mark
of respect. On the 20th of November, their Remonstrance was
presented to the House of Commons, and produced an impression
most unfavourable to Strafford.  Thix application was the first
ever made by the Trish to the English parliament,® and formed,
at this period, an important precedent in favour of the people of
Ireland.  Their own parliiment hadd been suddenly prorogued by
Wandesford, with the view of checking the spirit of opposition
to the court, which had been growing daily more formidable.
The only chinnel, therefore, through which they could make
known their grievances, or xcck for redress, lay in the parlia-
ment of England.  The way having heen once opened to this
tribunal, their petitions were favourably received ; and many of
the Irish nebility and commoners having repaired to London to
assist in bringing to justice their impeached governor, every
facility was thereby enjoyed by the oppressed in Ireland for
submitting their respective grievances to the notice of parlia-
ment.

The suffering Nonconfurmists in Ulster were not slow to em-
brace this method of making known their grievances to their
brethren in England.  All the efforts of Stratford had not
weakened their attachment to the Presbyterian faith and order.
Notwithstanding the dangers to which they were exposed, those
who continued to reside in Ulster held private meetings for re-
ligious worship among themselves, most frequently in the night
scason.  After their ministers had been foreed to fly to Scotland,
and the more timid who remained were afraid to attend these
proseribed assemblies, the more eminent among the laity con-
ducted the worship, and usually expounded Scripture for their
mutual comfort and edification.® By these means, the know-

that morning the greatest of England would have stood discovered.” Baillie,
i 217,

% Carte, i. 115,

% These practices of private meetings and lay prenching, abundantly justi-
fiable in a time of persecution, were intruduced into Scotiaud by several of
the Ulster refugees ; and Leing continued, sometimes to the prejudioe of
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use of salvation, and promising to enlarge their indebted bounty
at the next Assembly, as they shall find the work of the Lord
there to require. In the meanwhile, wishing that these who are
sent may come with the full blessing of the Gospel of peace, and
recommending them, their labours, and those to whom they are
sent, to the rich blessing of the great Shepherd of the flock.”#®

# Acts of General Assembly, 12mo. TPrinted 1682, Pp. 148-53.
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meanwhile taken place among the contending parties in Ireland,
that the Protestants of Ulster received the intelligence with heart-
felt joy, and anxiously desired an opportunity of joining with
their brethren in the sister kingdoms in their SoLEMX Lzacur
AND COVENANT.
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Robert Magill to Edinburgh to submit these views to the
Scottish estates, to entreat the continuance of their forces in
Ulster, and to express the desires of the British to be permitted
to join with their Scottish brethren in the Solemn League and
(C'ovenant.

While these deputations were oceupied with their negotiations
in Scotland, the first portion of the Scottish army had already
embarked, and the remainder were busily preparing to follow.
In the meantime, considerable alarm began to spread throughout
the provinece. The people, almost exclusively Presbyterian, re-
membering the black oath of Strafford and the severities of the
prelates, dreaded that, if left unprotected, a similar oath might
again be imposed upon them by Ormond, and the free exercise
of their religion be once more interdicted. To such an extent
did this consternation spread, that the country people, especially
in the county of Down, left off their husbandry, and resolved
neither to till nor sow their lands, but at once to abandon the
country, if the Scottish forces were withdrawn. To remove
these apprchensions, the British colonels held a meeting on the
20th of February at Newtownards, to which they invited the se-
veral parishes in that county to send representatives. They as-
sured these deputies when assembled, that no efforts should be
wanting on their parts to ensure the continuance of their Scot-
tish allies; and that, should even these forces be removed, they
and their regiments would protect them in the enjoyment of their
religious privileges, and never join the state in imposing any re-
strictions upon their conscience. By these assurances the fears
of the people were allayed, the labours of the field were resumed,
and all parties awaited with anxiety the result of their applica~
tion to the Scottish authoritics.2!  They were not kept long in
suspense.  On the 22d of February, the committec of estates, on
a full consideration of the state of partics in Ircland, and of the
condition of Ulster in particular, resolved to countermand their
order for the removal of the Seottish forces; and, to induce the
regiments the more readily to remain, they pledged themselves

% Carte, i. 489,
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These satisfactory representations induced the greater part of
the Scottish forces to remain in Ireland, but no entreaties could
persuade the three regiments, already cmbarked, to abandon
their design. Monro, then on the eve of marriage with the widow
of the second Lord Montgomery of the Ards, readily complied
with the wishes of the estates, and prevailed on the remaining
regiments, though still in great straits, and equally impatient
with the others to return to Scotland, to maintain their ground,
and resume their former quarters. The long expected supplies
soon arrived. In the end of March, a vessel, with the sum of
ten thousand pounds in money, and a large quantity of meal and
clothing, reached Carrickfergus. Two thousand bolls of meal
were, about the same time, sent from the Clyde to Derry, one-
half of which was designed for the use of the Lagan foreces, and
the other half for the garrison of that city. Shortly afterwards,
the shire of Ayr sent over a free gift of near three thousand bolls
to the army at Carrickfergus, as “ the first, though small testi-
mony of their affection, care, and diligence.” >

Not only the Scots, but even the people of Holland, forwarded

in name of the British in Ulster, doe rcturne answer that as they had for-
merlio tane to yair consideration the consequence of bringing away the Scots
armie from Irland, and for that purpose had imployed Sir Frederick Hamil-
toun and Colonell Latwers to represent yair resolutions of the cxpediencie of
the stay of that armie, and what course wes tane for yair subsistence. So
being confident of the affectioun of the British to joyne with them in this caus
of religioun agaiust all oppusers yairof, they were not forgetful of them, but
gave speciall instructions to expresse their sensc of their hard conditioun and
willingness to doe cucrie thing that is in yair power for yair relecff, and thbat
they had given order for providing of twa thousand bolls of meall to be sent
to the Dorie, and will never be wanting at anie occasioun to give reall testi-
moneis of yair respect and care of all such of the British as sall constantlie
adhere and joyne in prosecution of this warre against these cruell and bloodio
rebells and yair adherents.  And the Committee of Estats doo heartilie em-
brace yair desire of entering into the covenant, and will have a care to send
the same to Generall Major Mouro to bo presented both to the Scots armio
and to the British as a firme grund of their union in this caus.”

# See, in the Appendix, a letter from the committee for the shire of
Ayr to the officers of the Scottish army in Ircland, sent by Gawn Blair,
and dated at Ayr, March 5, 1644, Tracs, of Scot. Army, MS. vt supra,
p- 43.
























426 HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHAP. X.

bishops did again conform to cpiscopacy, and diel archbishop of
Tuam. 3

¢ Next, the whole people of the country present did solemnly
acknowledge the oath, and by lifting up hands to God entered
into the Solemn League and Covenant, with which were mixed
prayers and singing of psalms after the ordinary exercise of
preaching was over. There were few of the townsmen who
entered into the covenant the first day; but they gave the minis-
ters knowledge that their purpose was on Monday to cnter into
it. The ministers, first commending them for their deliberate
way of doing such a thing, obscrved the Monday, and received
them into covenant, both the mayor and others of the town,
they desiring to do it by themselves ; but so that, in their enter-
ing into the covenant, they did abjure their former corruptions,
and renounce them. So did the ministers and people of Route,
who all of them convened in two places, Billy and Dunluce; in
the one was Mr. Adair, and in the other was Mr. Weir, where
the former ministers followed the same way with others before
them, and the people also. Mr. Adair and Mr. Weir took oc-
casion, from the ministers’ repentance, to show the people in pub-
lic how dangerous it was to credit ministers without ground from
Seripture.

“ But as this work had little or no resistance hitherto appear-
ing, so now some were stirred up against it. Colonel Mervyn
began occasionally coming to Coleraine and reflecting upon the
people taking the covenant, and had almost discouraged and dis-
suaded some who were upon the way of taking it. Then one

43 Adair is innccurate here. It was the son of this ¢ Master Thomas
Vesoy” who became an archbishop. Ilis name was John Vesey, born at
Coleraine in 1637, made bishop of Limerick in 1672, and archbishop of Tuam
in 1678. Ho died in 1716, and was the author of the * Life of Bramhall,”
referred to in note 26, p. 164. The first preferment enjoyed by Thomas
Vesey appenrs to have been the rectories of Ballyscullin and Maghera, to
which he was admitted in December 1629. In September 1634, he exchanged
livings with the Rev. John Frceman, rector of Camus, or Strabane. It is
probable he was obliged, at the breaking out of the robellion, to take refuge
at Coleraine, vacant by the death of the former minister, Mr. Redshaw,
¢ First-Fruits Records.” Sce also p. 319.
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lemnity. There were two curates, one Leslie and Watson, who
did oppose and reason against the covenant before the people,
cspecially as to the abjuring of episcopacy, &e. But it was to
the advantage of the cause, for the men’s weakness did much ap-
pear before the people ; and understanding gentlemen said, that
the solemu dispute appeared to them as an assize wherein the
bishops were, as by a jury, found guilty and cast.

“ From that they went to Letterkenny, where the most part
of Sir William Stewart’s regiment, and many others of that part,
entered.  From that they went to Ray, where, on the Lord’s-day
[May ], the multitude was so great that the one of the ministers
was foreed to be without when the other was within the church;
where two minizters among  the other multitude did abjure the
black oath and conformity. and entered into the covenant before
the people: the ministers keeping their former method in ex-
plaining, proving, and answering objections against the covenant.
From that. on Monday, they went to Taboin [St. Johnston],
being in the centre of the country, where an extraordinary num-
ber of people were met from all places, some fiftcen miles off,
both who had not taken the covenant in order to take it, and
who had taken it to be further confirmed ; and the ministers here
made it their work to do both. Here Sir Robert Stewart him-
self began to draw nearer, and confer with the ministers about
the covenant, his whole regiment having been entered into it be-
fore, and some more ministers.  There came a letter from Gene-
ral-Major Monroe to the ministers, and another to the mayor of
Derry, which, when he read, he said to some covenanters with
him, * Now I will be as arrant a covenanter as any of you!
They come next to Ramelton,*’ where they received the rest of
Nir William Stewart's regiment and very many of Colonel Mer-
v¥'s, contrary to his threatenings : al:o one who opposed the
covenant at Raphoe, Mr. Watson, being the most ju&ieious, did
now come in and coufess his errors. and entered into it with ap-
parent ingentousness.

** The pame of this town is omitted in Adair's MS., aud a blank left. From
W13 leeality, howerver, and severai (ther circtmsiances, there can be no doubs

it was Ramelton, and I have accordiugly inserted this rame in the text.
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CHAPTER XI.
A.D. 1641045,

Ministers who tendered the Covenant return to Scotland—Second esoape of

the Earl of Antrim— i ehips take Weir and Hamilton on their passage
home— Account of their capture and imprisonment— Death of Mr. Weir—
Me. Hamilton at length liberated— The Preebutery nwet at Bangor—Send
« third petition to the General Assembly— Their letter on that occasion—
Ministers commizsioned by the Aseembly to visit Ulster— Payliament
places the British regiments under Monro—1who takes possesaion of Bel-
Just—and narches against O'Neill— Skirmishes at Tandragee and Char-
lemont—Neaotiations at Oxford between the King and the Romnanist
Conumnissioners—and at Urbridye hetween the King and the Parliamen-
tary Commissioners— Trial and Erecution of Land— The Directory sanc-
tioned by Purliament—Other eeclesiastical reforms— Treaty at Uxbridye
Lroken off — Charles commissions Glamorgan o conclude a private treaty
with the Romanists—Ormond endeavours to conciliate the Ulster Scotg—
Their privations and wmurmurs—Ufficers mect at Antrim— Afterwards
take Sliyo— Discovery of Glumorgaw’s private treaty— Arrival of Com-
wirgioners from the Parliament—They favour the Preslytery— Dili-
gence and fidelity of the latter—A pretended Presbutery set up in the
county of Awtrim—Procecdings respecting it—Commissioners sent for
« fourth time to the Ueneral Asscmbly.

Tuk Preshyterians of Ulster are deeply indebted to the ministers
who, at this critical period, administered tho covenant to their
ancestors.  Neither deterred by the proclamations of the royalist
party on the one hand, nor intimidated by the menaces of the
Roman Catholic confederates on the other, those faithful men
ventured into this distracted country, and prosccuted their ha-
zardous labours, animated by a zeal as disinterested as it was
fervent. They had no personal advantages to acquire; while
they encountered many perils, and were obliged to undergo many
tutiguing and dangerous journeys. It ix true they met with no
opposition while engaged in exceuting their commission,  But
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wards to the King, at Oxford, where he arrived in the end of the
year. Here he completed his arrangements for carrying into
cffect the enterprise, which had been partially disclosed in the
papers found on him when taken prisoner in May, and the ob-
Jject of which was to assist Montrose to excite a commotion in the
North of Scotland in favour of the declining cause of Charles.
For this purpose Antrim—on whom the king now conferred the
dignity of a marquis—agreed to supply Montrose with two thou-
sand native Irish, chiefly those who were then in arms in Flan-
ders, and who, “from the affinity of language, manners, and
origin, were expected to be well-qualified to co-operate with
Highlanders.”3 The first draught of this stipulated number, un-
der the command of Alaster Macdonnell, the noted Colkittagh,*
and protected by a frigate, were on their way to Argyleshire,
when, unfortunately, on the 3d of July, they fell in with the
vessel in which the Rev. Messrs. Hamilton and Weir, with many
other passengers, were returning to Scotland. They were im-
mediately taken prisoners by Colkittagh.5 The ministers, with
a few of the more respectable passengers, were removed on board
the frigate, where they were detained until he had cffected a
landing on the island of Ardnamurchan, which the following ex-
tract from a contemporary annalist shows he soon accomplished :—
“This mighty Montrose, having gotten the king’s patent to go
upon the covenanting rebels in Scotland with fire and sword,
and ecither bring them under subjection and obedience, or other-
wise destroy them all, their lives, lands, and goods, gives order

3 Laing, iii. 238.

+ Sce p. 300.

* So soon as Ormond heard of the capture of thesc ministers, he was
anxious to get ITamilton into his custody, that, when liberated, he might be
exchanged for some friend of his own. He thus writes from Dublin, under
dato of July 17, 1644, to Lord Digby, then with Charles :—** The ships that
ply up and down between Scotland and Ireland havo taken some prizes and
many passengers ; among them two of the ministers that camo to preach the
covenant here ; the late Lord Clandeboy's nephew, Master Jobn [James)
Hamilton, is onc of them. Him I shall endcavour to get into my hands, and
i his majesty shall please to suffer him to be exchanged, I humbly desire it
may be for a fricnd of unne taken prisoner in his service.” Carte, iii. 3-8,
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that attempt failed him; for after that he had, for seven wecks
together, beleagured it, his captain was forced to give over and
leave the castle and prisoners in it, who, during the time of this
siege, suffered incredible hunger and thirst, having nothing to
drink but the rain water that fell from heaven on the bartisans of
the castle, which they were forced, because of the thick mud, to
seethe through their teeth, they winking all the while, for they
could not look upon the green glut that was with it; and their
meat was for most part unground rye, which they were some-
times forced to grind betwixt two slate stones for their extreme
hunger. Much misery they suffered all the time of their cap-
tivity ; but all was nothing, in respect of these seven weeks dur-
ing which the castle was beleagured.”10

Though Macdonnell had successfully repulsed this attempt of
Argyle, yet, finding the maintenance of eight prisoners too heavy
a burden, he took steps to rid himself of a part of them. On
the 3d of September he liberated Mrs. Weir, she being then near
her confincment, and, on the 23d, the three merchants, Messrs.
W. Hamilton, Irving, and Bruce, ¢ were rclieved on bond and
caution for paying their ransom; and Master Thomas Johnson
was also relieved, because he had no charge in Scotland, though
he had been a minister in Ircland. The three ministers, to wit,
Masters J. Hamilton, Watson, and Weir, are kept close; and
Alaster gave strict orders, that upon no condition any of them
should be let free; for he resolved that they should liberate his
father old Colkittagh, and his two brethren Archibald and Angus,
that were then prisoners, taken by Argyle; but the marquis,
carrying a great indignation against all the clan, specially against
old Coll, would not liberate them.”!!  Their captivity, therefore,
assumed a very hopeless aspect. No prospect of relief appeared,
and their spirits began to despond; but the consoling truths of
that Gospel, which they had so faithfully preached, sustained
them, and “ though their flesh and their heart failed, God was
the strength of their heart, and their portion for ever.” It was

¥ This extract is from the MS. referred to in the preceding note. MSS,
Bib. Jurid. Edin., Jac. v. 7, 8, p. 463.
" MSS. Bib. Jurid. Edin., Jac. v. 7, 8, wf supa.
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byterians of the province to the Greneral Assembly about to meet
in Edinburgh was submitted to the court for their approbation
and sanction. The presbytery accordingly addressed to the as-
sembly the following recommendatory letter, containing impor-
tant information respecting the religious condition of the north-
eastern parts of Ulster at this period. Having never been pub-
lished before, it is entitled to a place in these pages :—

“ RiGHT REVEREND, ‘

« The inhabitants of these two counties of Down and Antrim
have not only acquainted us with their most necessary petition,
which cometh along to the venerable assembly, but also have re-
quested us to express their necessity, and what we know of their
condition (as times now go), that may most prevail with you for
obtaining of their suit.

“ The persons of age and understanding in these parts, who
have already embraced the Solemn League and Covenant of the
three kingdoms with much zeal and forwardness, are above six-
teen thousand, besides those of the Scottish forces that are among
them; and there are only two actual ministers in all these bounds
(being above fifty miles in length and twelve in breadth), who
have joined themselves to our presbytery and adhere to our dis-
cipline in all things. Others, who some time were ministers, do
either yet adhere to the old course of conformity and the wicked
oath, or, renouncing them, are not as yet trusted by their flocks,
80 as to commit their souls to their charge, by reason of their
former forwardness to conformity when the same was pressed,
and when their brethren and most zealous neighbours and pa-
rishioners were suffering in opposition thereto.

“The opposition that the present work of God in this land
hath from the states in Dublin is very great; for they have lately
discharged taking the covenant by proclamation and letters both
from state and parliament ; and there are three whole regiments
of English, with their countrymen, among whom they quarter
in these countics, very much addicted to conformity and bent
against the covenant for most part. Of these many are judicious ;
and being in their own kind wiser than divers of these who cleave
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lay the general petition from the Presbyterians of Ulster, with
the accompanying letter from the presbytery, before the assembly
at Edinburgh. On the 30th of May both these documents were
introduced and read. In the former, the subscribers, who were
very numerous, thus expressed their gratitude to their Scottish
brethren, ¢ for your zeale,” say they, ‘‘and care to have your re-
formation spred amongst other opprest and borne-down churches,
whereof you have given an ample and famous testimony in send-
ing hither that blessed League and Covenant which wee much
desired and longed for, as by our petitions to the Church and
state of our native kingdome is knowne unto you, which hath
had a wished and gracious successe by the favour and blessing of
God, accompanying the pains of these to whom the tendering
thereof was intrusted by you.”¢ Together with these expres-
sions of gratitude to their brethren of the assembly, they made
honourable mention of the liberality of the people of Holland, in
the seasonable supplies of provisions which they had sent to
Ulster. ¢ The Lord,” say they, “ hath opened the bowels of the
Churches of Holland, who were strangers to us, and yet dear
brethren and tender sympathisers with our afflictions and sor-
rows; who, when these who were left of the sword were in dan-
ger to dye by famine, did plentifully relieve us in our straits,
not onely by comfortable encouragements to walk humbly with
God, and wait for him who hides his face from the house of
Jacob for a season, but also by their rich supply in victuals and
other necessaries for our relief and comfort, which we humbly
desire our Lord to repay seven fold in their bosome.” And they
conclude this part of their petition by entreating the assembly to
join with them “in a grateful acknowledgment of these singular
favours.” Agrecably to this request, the assembly drew up, in
Latin, a letter “To the Kirks in the Netherlands,” in which,
after repeating the grateful acknowledgments of their Irish breth-
ren, contained in the petition from Ulster just quoted, they return
their warmest thanks for the liberal collections which had been
so generally made in all the Belgic churches, and for the relief

16 Printed Aocts of Assembly, 12mo, 1682, p. 215.
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the sum of fifty pounds was given for distribution to the first
two ministers appointed by the assembly to visit Ulster, who ar-
rived in the beginning of the month of August.1®

These brethren prosecuted their mission under favourable cir-
cumstances, owing to the political changes which had taken place
in Ulster.

The English parliament, as the reader has séen, had cheerfully
concurred with the Scottish estates in sending the covenant to
Ulster. To ensure its general reception, in opposition to the
royalist authorities in Dublin, they resolved, in the latter end of
December 1643, to place the British and Scottish forces in Ulster
under one commander. General Leslie, now Earl of Leven, was
soon after nominated by both houses to this office; and, on the
10th of April following, he was requested to appoint a com-
mander-in-chief under him.2 He immediately forwarded a com-
mission to Major-Greneral Monro, empowering him to take the
command of the British regiments in Ulster, previously under
the immediate direction and control of the lord-lieutenant of Ire-
land. By this means the royalist party in Ulster, whose strength
lay principally in these troops, was considerably weakened, and
the interests of the parliament and the Scots were more closely
united. This transfer of the command of these regiments from
Ormond to Monro was not very pleasing to several of their colo-
nels. It was particularly obnoxious to Colonel Chichester, who
had steadily supported the party of Charles, in opposition to the
parliament. He had concurred in Ormond’s cessation with the
confederate Romanists,2! and, out of their contributions to the
royal service, had received the sum of five hundred pounds.
After the departure of Colonel Campbell’s regiment from their
quarters in Belfast to Scotland in the month of March, Chiches-
ter had removed his regiment and troop of horse into the town,

1» Balfour's Annals, iii. pp. 192, 207-10.

2 Com. Jour. iii. 350, 450.

2 It is curious to find Colonel Chichester at this time sending to Owen Roe
O'Neill, at Charlemont, for a supply of ammunition, which was readily granted,
to cnable him to opposoc Monro and the Scots. (Des. Cur. Hib. ii. 407.) No
wonder the latter were anxious to dispossess him of Belfast.
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British regiments sent a similar remonstrance to the English par-
liament, represerting their grievances, and solemnly assuring
them, “that, unless subsistence in some reasonable measure pro-
portionable to their wants were speedily sent them, a constant
way laid down for their future maintenance during the war, and
security given them for their arrears, they must desert the ser-
vice, and look out for some master under whom they might raise
new fortunes in lieu of those they had ruined under the parlia-
ment.”¥ With individuals thus meditating a change of masters,
it was no difficult task for Ormond to open a negotiation, which-
he did through the medium of Archdeacon Galbraith, probably
the person who had been deprived of his preferment by Laud and
Strafford in 1638, on account of his supposed attachment to the
Scottish Covenanters3” Nor had Ormond much difficulty in
persuading the Scots in Ulster to listen to his proposals. While
their forces were suffering, equally with the British, through the
neglect of the English parliament, they had additional grounds
for dissatisfaction, arising out of the ascendency of the sectaries,
now beginning to appear both in the army and in the House of
Commons. The intrigue which issued in the passing of the me-
morable self-denying ordinance, in the month of February, was
the first triumph of that party over the Presbyterians, and their
first step in that revolutionary career which, within four years,
terminated in the overthrow of the monarchy, and the establish-
ment of republican government. The ostentation with which
the decisive victory at Naseby, in June, was attributed to Crom-
well and the other leaders of the rising faction, and the perti-
nacity with which the commons had been thwarting the efforts
of the Westminster Assembly to remodel the government of the
Church in accordance with the covenant, served still further to
increase the jealousy of the Scots, and to abate the zeal with
which, two years before, they had espoused the cause of the par-
liament. Their countrymen in Ulster participated in this grow-

of this letter to the General Assembly in tho Appendix, togother with a
minute of the proceedings of the assembly thereupon.

* Carte, i. 531.

3% See p. 217.
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sioners in Ulster were enjoined ostensibly to favour the Presby-
terians, they were directed at the same time covertly to secure
adherents to their cause, on whose co-operation they might rely
when the fitting time would come for dissolving their union with
the Scots.3?

So soon as the design of the parliament to send commissioners
to Ulster was disclosed to the officers of the British regiments,
they resolved to hold a meeting to consider how they should
most effectually obtain a redress of their grievances. They ac-
cordingly met at Antrim on the 17th of May, when they formed
themselves into a military union, and constituted a general coun-
cil of war, empowered to act in the name of that section of the
northern army.#  “They also did draw up a bond of union, as
they called it, and a protestation to be sworn and signed by all
the officers of the army, and an oath to be administered to the
soldiers also, who were bound thereby to go wheresoever they
should be led, &e. This some of the officers of the army did scruple,
as Captain Alexander Stewart,and Captain Kennedy and others,
and desired the mind of the presbytery in it; which the presby-
tery gave an answer to and declaration, which they ordered to
be read in every regiment in the British army.”4! In conse-

» Carte, i. 538.

% The Montgomery MSS. supply us with tho names of the officers who
composed this council :—The colonels were Hugh, Lord-Viscount Mont-
gomery of the Ards, president; James, Lord-Viscount Clancboy, Sir James
Montgomery, Knt., Sir Robert Stowart, Knt., and Audley Mervyn, Esq.
The lieutenant-colonels were Sir Joseph Cunningham uonder Sir William
Stewart, Hugh Cochrane under Sir Jamnes Montgomery, Robert Saunderson
under Sir Robert Stewart, and James Clotworthy under Sir John Clot-
worthy. The majors were Finlay Ferhardson in the Lord Montgomery’s
regiment of foot, George Rawdon in Colonel Hill’s regiment of horse, George
Keith under Sir James Montgomery, Jamos Galbraith under Sir Robert
Stewart, and Theophilus Jones under the Lord Conway. Montg. MSS.,
p. 1906.

1 Adair's MS. Captain Alexander Stewart was the eldest son of Sir Wil-
liam Stewart ; the reader will aftorwards meet with him as a zealous up-
holder of Presbyterian principles. To the passage quoted in the text Adair
adds—** Which declaration is recorded here to show the prudence and faith-
fuluess of the presbytery in that case.” But unfortunately the blank space
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the head of a considerable force, and having obtained possession
of the church and the abbey, was preparing to attack the castle.
But, being informed that a reinforcement of the British was ap-
proaching, he hastily withdrew his men. A body of horse, under
the command of Sir Charles Coote and Sir Frederick Hamilton,
suddenly attacked him ; his forces were thrown into confusion,
several of his officers were taken prisoners, and the archbishop
himself was killed in the retrcat. Among his baggage was found,
with other important papers, a full and authentic copy of the
private treaty which Glamorgan had recently concluded with the
confederate council, and whith had hitherto been carefully con-
cealed.#3 This important document was speedily published, and
by revealing the fatal and ruinous extent to which the king was
prepared to favour Popery, that by its assistance he might put
down the friends of truth and freedom, it irrecoverably alicnated
the northern Scots from the cause of Charles, and disappointed
the hopes which Ormond had entertained of attaching them to
the royalist party.

Immediately after this seasonable discovery, the commissioners
from the parliament arrived in Ulster, with the promised supplies
of money, provisions, and clothing. They were Sir Robert King,
Mr. Arthur Annesley, son of Lord Mountnorris, and afterwards
Earl of Anglesea, and Colonel William Beale of London. From
the state of feeling in the North among all classes of Protestants,
occasioned by the recent disclosure of Glamorgan’s treaty, they
found no difficulty in defeating the intrigues of Ormond. They
immediately set themselves to regain the confidence of the Scots.
To effect this object, they showed marked favour to the Presby-
terian ministers, both of the army and of the country. They
enjoined the taking of the covenant in those places where it had
not been previously tendered, and gave their public countenance
and sanction to the various proceedings of the presbytery. The
arrival of these commissioners was, therefore, an important event

3 (Carto, i. 537. A full accouut of tho procuedings of the northern forces
during this incursion, with copies of the moro important papers found on
the Romish archbishop, may be seen in Rushworth, part iv. vol. i. p. 238,
ot seq.
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of a few not well-inclined people. And having been ministers
of other places before the Rebellion, they had no clear call to re-
side there till they would give satisfaction. And these who were
not so, were permitted to preach where they had a call, they
having before that publicly renounced the black oath and con-
formity, and taken the covenant, when commissioners from Scot-
land did administer it in the country. However, of those sorts
of ministers who had been conformists before, now some of them
seemingly subjected themselves to the presbytery; yet their car-
riage and preaching were not savoury to the people, and break-
ing out sometimes in drunkenness and quarrelling, they proved
a great trouble to the presbytery. Besides, others of them, who
altogether refused subjection though summoned to appear, were
public enemies to the work of reformation then growing up.
“The presbytery at this time were frequent in keeping solemn
days of public humiliation for causes relating to the state of that
time; as troubles in Scotland by Montrose, or the slow proceed-
ings of reformation in England, both by parliament and assembly,
the insolence of malignants in this country, especially ministers,
sin abounding generally, notwithstanding of our troubles and
late entering into covenant, &. They also continued to send
commissioners, consisting of a minister and ruling-elder (on this
occasion Mr. John Drysdale, minister, and Captain James Wal-
lace, elder), to the General Assembly of Scotland, partly for
obtaining their opinion in some doubtful cases of discipline,
partly to procure more ministers to be sent for visiting,” 33

8 Adair's MS.

END OF VOL. 1.



APPENDIX TO VOLUME FIRST,

CONBISTING OF

ORIGINAL PAPERS HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED.

No. L

SEE INTRODUCTION, PAGE 31.

SINCE this part of the work was printed, I discovered, among the
manuscripts in the British Museum, the following account of the
conference between Sir James Crofts and Dowdal, Roman Ca-
tholic archbishop of Armagh, which took place at Mary’s Abbey,
Dublin, in June 1552, and which, so far as I know, has never
been printed. It is a curious relic of the religious discussions of
that age, and affords another illustration of the feeble and ineffi-
cient opposition made to Popery in Ireland, compared with what
it encountered in the sister kingdoms. How differently would
Knox have handled the argument with the archbishop! See the
discussion which that strenuous reformer maintained with a Popish
dignitary in Maybole, just ten years afterwards, on the same topic,
(the mass), in M‘Crie’s “ Knox,” ii. 62-73.

[Donat. MSS. Mus. Brit. No. 4784, fol. 35-37.]

The discourse that passed at a meeting between Sir James
Crofts, the lord-deputy, and George Dowdall, archbishop of Ar-

magh.
1
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Sir James Croftes haveing intelligence that there were severall
of the dissenting clergy with George Dowdall, who dissented
themselves from the king’s edict for the establishing of the liturgy
of the Church, to be read or sung in English, armed himself be-
forchand for to dispute with George Dowdall, and soe tooke
with him Edward, [Staples] bishop of Meath, and Thomas,
[Lancaster] bishop of Kildare, the day following. The meeting
was in the great hall belonging to St. Mary’s Abbey. A dispute
hapned as Sir James foretould, which was occasioned upon a dis-
course concerning the masse as followeth :—

G. Dowdall. My lord, why is your honor sve for my com-
pliance with these clergymen, who are fallen from the mother
church ?

Sir J. Crofts. Because, reverend ffather, I would feign unite
you and them, if possibly.

G. Dowdall. How can that be expected, when you have
demolished the masse to bring in another service of England’s
makeing ?

Sir J. Crofts. Most reverend ffather, I make noe doubt but
here be those who will answer your grace, which behoofes them
best to answer in this case, as it belongs to their ffunction.

E. Staples. My lord sayes well, as your grace was talkeing,
of the masse and of the antiquitie of it.

G. Dowdall. Ts it not auncienter than the liturgy now estab-
lished without the consent of the mother church ¢

E. Staples. Noe, may it please your grace, for the service
cstablished by our gratious King Edward and his English clergy,
is but the masse reformed and cleansed from idolatry.

G. Dowdall. Wee shall fly to hie, wee suppose, if wee continue
in this strain. I could wish you would hearken unto reason, and
so be united.

E. Staples. That is my prayers, reverend Sir, if you will come
to it.

. Dowdall. The way then to be in unitie, is not to alter the
masse.

E. Staples. There is noe church upon the face of the whole
earth, hath altered the masse more oftener then the Church of
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Rome ; which hath been the reason that causeth the rationaller
sort of men to desire the liturgy to be established in a known
tongue, that they may know what additions have been added,
and what they pray for.

G. Dowdall. Was not the masse from the apostles’ dayes;
how can it be prooved that the Church of Rome hath altered it ?

E. Staples. It is easily proved by our records of England;
for Celestinus, bishop of Rome, (in the fourth centure after
Christ,) gave the first Introit of the Masse, which the clergy was
to use for preparation, even the psalm, Judica me Deus, &e.
Rome not owneing the word masse untill then.

G. Dowdall. Yes, long before that tyme; for there wasa
masse called St. Ambrose his masse.

E. Staples. St. Ambrose was before Calestinus, but the two
prayers which the Church of Rome hath foisted, and added unto
St. Ambrose his workes, are not his generall workes ; which hath
caused a wise and a learned man lately to write, that these two
prayers were forged, and not to be really St. Ambrose’s.

G. Dowdall. What writer dares write, or doth say soe ?

E. Staples Erasmus, a man who may well be compared to
cither of us, or the standers by ; nay, my lord, noe disparagement
if I say to yourself, for he was a wise and a judicious man, other-
wise I would not have been sve bould as to paralell your lord-
ship with him.

Sir J. Crofts.  As for Erasmus his parts, would I were such
another; for his parts may pavalell him companion for a prince.

G. Dowdall. Pray my lord, doe not hinder our discourse, for
I have a question or two to aske Mr. Staples.

Sir. J. Crofts. By all meancs, reverend flather, proceed.

G. Dowdall. Is Erasmus his writcings more powerfull then
the precepts of the mother church?

E. Staples. Not more then the holy Catholique one, yet more
then the Church of Rome, as that Church hath runn into severall
errors since St. Ambrose his dayes.

G. Dowdall. How hath the Church of Rome erred sinee
St. Ambrose his dayes 2 Take heed lest you be not excommu-
nicated,
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in that very valuable and accessible storchouse of historical
records—the British Museum. I found the two passages quoted
by Leland; and at the same time made the following transcript
of the greater part of that portion of the letter which relates to
Ulster. This very curious and important document cannot fail
to be interesting to every reader, as it is both the earliest and
amplest account of the state of Ulster which has yet been pub-
lished.

[Harl. MSS. Mus. Brit. No. 35, fol. 188 v.—194 v.]

The Chauncellor of Ireland to the Duke of Northumberland
relating the state of Ireland. Anno 6, Edw. VI. May 8, 1552,

Next to Breany, [Cavan] is M‘Mahon’s country, called
Oriell, wherein be three captaynes, the one in Dardarye, the other
in Ferny, and M‘Mahon in Leightic. These countryes [part of
Monaghan and Armagh,] are-lardge, fast and stronge ; amonge
whome there contynued intestine warre before tyme, whereby the
most parte of the countrye was made waste, neverthelesse they be
tall men of the number of lxxx horsemen, cc Kearne, iv:* gallo-
glas,! and all these for the most parte doe occupie husbandrye
except the Kearne, and yett some of them doe occupie likewise :
and nowe of late before Easter, by appointmente of my lorde
deputye, I resorted to them to see their countryes ordered ; and
they all assemblinge before me, I caused them not onlye to finde,
at their own chardges yearlie vi** galloglasses to serve the kinge,
and to attende uppon an Englishe captayne of the Englishe pale,
which hath the order of the countrye committed unto hym for the
keepinge of the king's majestie’s peace, the maintenance of the
good and the punishmente of the evell. But alsoe I caused them
to putt in their pledges to my handes, as well for the findeinge of
the galloglas, as for the due performance of the orders which I
tooke betwixt them ; which thinge was done without force orrigor,

! The kerne were the undisciplined foot soldiers of the native chicftains,
usually armed with pikes and skeans. The gallowylass-s were foot soldiers
who wore armour, and carried swords and battle-axcs.
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O’Cahan’s countrye [Derry] is uppon the other side of the
Banne, and is for the most parte wast. His countrye joyneth by
the sea and is not past xx myles in length, and mest parte moun-
tayne lande. They obeye the Baron of Dongannon, but what the
Scotte take against their will.

The next countrye to that, on the other side of the Banne is
Tyroon, where the Earle of Tyroon hath rule; the fayrest and
goodliest countrye in Irelande, universallie, and many gentlemen
of the O’Neills dwellinge therin. The same countrye is at least
Ix myles in length, and xxiiii myles in breadeth. In the middest
of the countrye standeth Ardnaght [Armagh], pleasantlyesituated,
and one of the fayerest and best churches in Ircland ; and rounde
aboute the same is the bishop’s landes ; and thoroughe occasion of
the Earl and Countesse his wyffe, they made all that goodlie
countrye wast. For whereas the countrye for the most parte
within this iii years was inhabited, it was within this xii moneth
made wast, thoroughe his makeinge of prayes uppon his sonnes,
and they uppon him, soc as there was noe redresse amongst them,
but by robbinge of the poore, and takeing of their goodes;
whereby the countrye was all waste. Whereuppon my lord de-
putye appoynted a bande of men, being Englishe souldiers, to lye
in Ardnaghe; and left the Baron of Dongannon in commission
with other to see for the defence of the countrye and quyett for
the poore people, whereby the countrye was kept from such raven
as before was used; and the Earle and Countesse brought to
Dublyn, there to abyde untill the countrye were brought in bet-
ter staye. And they perceyveinge the same, and that they could
not retourn, they sent to the Irishe men next to the Englishe pale,
and soe they did to other Irishemen, that they shoulde not truste to
come unto my lorde deputye nor councell. This was reported by
part of their owne secrett frindes.

By reason whereof O’Railye, O’Karrol, and divers other, which
were wonte to come in withoute feare, refused to come unto us :
Whereuppon I went to meete O’Railye to knowe his mynde what
he meant. He declared he feared to be kepte under rest as the
earle was. And then I toulde him the cause of his retayner was
both for the wastinge and destroyenge of his countrye ; and for
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tions” of the several bishops. These were Hampton of Armagh,

Connor.

PARISHES.
Armagh.

Tynan.

Derrinoose,
between
Tynan and
Keady.

Criggan, near
Newtownha-
milton.

Derrybrockish,

Kilcluney, near
Markethill.
Lavileglish,
or Loughgall.
Clonfeckle, or
Moy.

Aghaloe, or
Caledon.
Dungannon.
Donaghmore,
or Castle-
caulfield.
Termonma-
guirek, or
Six-mile-
cross.

Ballyelug, near
Stewarts-
town,

Donaghendry,
or Stewarts-
town,

Knox of Raphoe, Downham of Derry, and Echlin of Down and

[MSS. Trin. Coll. Dub. E. 3, 6.]

DIOCESE OF ARMAGH.

MINISTERS. OBSERVATIONS.

Robert Maxwell, M.A. Dean of Armagh. [See intro-
duction, note 108, p. 56.]

Lewis Ussher, M.A. Archdeacon, [no parish stated. ]

John Symmons, M. A. Precentor, [no parish stated.]

William Lord, B.A. Resident and serveth the cure.

Oliver Gray, B. A. Resident and serveth the cure.

Wm. Moore, M.A. Curate and resident.

William Nicholson, Has a curate, Ogill, a preacher,

MA. resident at Killnaman, a chapel

of this church.

Henry Leslie. Non-resident,—hath a suffi-
cient curate.

John Richardson, M.A. Resident, church well repaired.

Thomas Grant. Chancellor, resident, and serv-
eth the cure, preaches every se-
cond Sunday, and gives £230 per
annum to William Barnard, a
preacher, who is resident.

Ibid. Non-resident,—hath a curate,

Robert Berry.
John Mony, M.A. Resident and serveth the cure.
Ibid. - Non-resident, but hath a cu-

rate, Danicl Berkins.

Roger Blythe, M. A. Non-resident, but goeth every
third Sunday himself,and keepeth
a curate, Daniel Kirk, brought
up in the college, and readeth
Irish and Engﬁé.

Thomas Bradley, B.A. . Also holds Artrea, adjoining
Ballyclug.

William Danicl.



PARISHES,
Clonoe and
Arboe, be-

. tween Stew-
artstown and
Lough
Neagh.

Ballinderry
and Tam-
laght, or
Coagh.

Desertlyn, or
Moneymore.

Lissan, near
Moneymore.

Magherafolt.

Desertcreight,
between
Cookstown
and Dun-
gannon.

Derriloran, or
Cookstown.

Carenteel, or
Aughnacloy.

Killeshill, be-
tween Bal-
Iygawley and
Dungannon.

Errigle-Kero-
gue, or Bal-
Iygawley.

APPENDIX.

MINISTERS.
Robert Maxwell, M. A.

Michael Berket.

Thomas Hartford.
Ibid.

Ezckias Smyth, M. A.
William Swan, M.A.

Wm. Darragh, M.A.
Robert Sutton, M.A.
Robert Hamilton.

Hugh Carter.
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OBSERVATIONS.
Non-resident, but keeps a cu-
rate, Mr. Glass.

Serves every second day ; Gre-
gory Sturton readeth Irish.

Also holds Kildress.

Also holds Tullaniskin.

[Probably the same mentioned
in page 212. He was admitted
to this parish in Sept. 1617.]

The remaining parishes of this diocese lie in tho province of Leinster, and
therefore need not be given here.

Raphoe.

Leck, between
Letterkenny
and Raphoe.

Killygarvan, or
Ramullan,

Taughboyne,
or St. John-
ston.

DIOCESE OF R

Archibald Adair, M.A.

James Scott, M. A.

Alexander Dale, M. A.

Thomas Bruce, M.A.,
nephew to Bishop
Knox.

APIOE.

An eloquent scholar, and a
good preacher of God's Word,
given to hospitality and good con-
versation.  [Afterwards Bishop
of Killala, sce chap. vi. p. 250.
And of Waterford, p. 277.]

Church decayed, but repairing.

Resides at Ramullan, consist-
ing of 100 British indwellers.

Archdeacon, presented by the
Duke of Lennox. [See chap. v.
p- 217.] 'The ancient church de-
cayed, and the re-cdifying thercof
is staid by Sir John Stewart,
Knt.,, who obtained & warrant at
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PARISHEKS.

Stranorlar.
Dromhome, or
Ballintrae,

between
Donegall
and Bally-
shannon.
Inver, or
Mount
Charles.
Killomard, be-
tween Inver
and Done-
gall.
Clondehorke,
or Dunfa-
naghy.
Tullaghobig-
lie, near
Dunfanaghy.
Ray, or Manor-
Cunning-
ham.

Athinish, now
Joined to
Tully, near
Ramelton.

Conwall, or
Letterkenny.

Kilmacrenan.
Meavagh, or
Carrigart.

Tullaghfernan,
or elton.

Gartan, beside
Kilmacre-
nan.

. APPENDIX,

MINISTERS.

Robert Conuell, M. A.
John Knox, M.A.

Alexander Cunningham,
A.

William Hamilton,
M.A.

John Aiken, M.A.
Ibid.

William Paton, M. A.

Ibid.
Dugald Campbell, M. A.
John Hough, M. A.
Ibid.

‘Wm. Connyngham, M. A,
Ibid.

OBSERVATIONS.

the council-table to build a new
church quickly at a town called
St. Johnston, laying out £100
toward the building of the same,
and tho rest to be at the pa-
rishioners’ charges.

[Ancestor of the Marquis of
Cunningham. Lodge, vii. 178.]

Resident at Killibegs, but cure
served by Andrew Murray.

Understandeth the Irish lan-
guage, and hath an Irish clerk.
[See chap. vii. note 47, p. 318.]

Has a converted priest, Owen
O’Mulmock, who has £10 per
annum.

Asssisted in the cure byThomas
Fraizer, M.A. In the parish, is
& bawne and house building by
William Stewart, Esq. [ancestor
of the present Londonderry fa-
mily, ] and the like is done by Sir
John Cohoon of Lusse.

Dischargeth the cure by him-
self, and by Brian O’'Downey, a
converted priest. [See chap. ii.
note 10, pp. 111, 113.]

Understandeth the Irish lan-
guage, and able to preach therein,
church to be removed to a mar-
ket-town, oalled ILetterkenny,
where there is cighty families of
British inhabitants.

Resident and serveth the cure.

Cure diso tly by him-
self, and partly by Tirlagh O’Kel-
ly, a reading minister both in
English and Irish.

Resident and serveth the cure.
[See chap. ii. note 10, p. 111.]

Assisted in this cure by a read-
ing minister in English and Irish,
Mr. John Ross.



PARISHES,
Clondevadocke,
or Fagnet.

Aghanunshen,
between Let-

Derry.
Moville.

Clonca, or Ma-
lin.

Clonmany, in
Ennish-
owen,

Carndonagh, in
Ennishowen.

Disertegney,
north of
Buncrana.

Donagheady,
between
Derry and
Strabano.
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MINISTERS,

Robert Whyte, M.A.

Claud Knox, M. A.

Ibid.

OBSERVATIONS.

Has £10 per anoum frow the
incumbent, Thomas Knox, B.D.,
who is non-resident; [probably the
bishop’s son and his successor in
the bishoprick of the Isles in
Sootland;] hs is assisted in the
cure by Owen O’Downey, who
readeth the common prayer-book
in Irish, and is clerk of the said
parish.

Dischargeth the cure by him-
self and Brian O'Downey, a con-
verted Irish priest ; [probably the
same who assisted Mr. Paton in
the adjoining parish of Augh-
nish.]

Serveth the cure toall the Irish
inbabitants by Owen Congall, a
very good minister, reading in the
English and Irish languages—the
ancient church is in an island,
but ought to be transported to
Killdownie, where there is already
a chapel of ease.

DIOCESE OF DERRY.

Henry Tutton, M.A.
Robert Kean, M.A.

Edward Boucker.

John Sterne, M. A,

Patrick M*Tally.

Ibid.

Robert Somple,
M.A.

Dean.

Also dischargeth the cure of
Coldaugh [Culdaff] as occasion is
offered, thero being one English
family within tho parish.

An honest man, but no licensed
preacher ; fit, notwithstanding,
to catechise and to speak and read
Irish, and sufficient for a parish
wholly consisting of Irish—church
fallen down and altogether doeay-
ed.

An Irishman of mean gifts,
having a little Latin and no Eng-
lish; but sufficient for a parish
consisting wholly of Irish.

Assisted by an Irish clerk, the
whole parish consisting of Irish
recusants.
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FARISHES,
Leckpatrick,

and Camos,

or Strabane.

Clonroy, or Lif-
ford.

Donoughmore,
or Castlefin.
Aghadoey.

Longfield, or
Drumquin.

Drumra, or
Omagh.

Cappagh, near
Omagh.

Drumachose,
or Nowtown-
limavady.

Balteagh, be-
tween New-
townlimavady
and Dun-
given.

Banagher, near
Dungiven.

Tamlaghard,
or Magilli-
gan.

Aughanloo,

near New-
townlimavady.

Faughanvale
and Glender-
mot, both
near Derry.

Dunbo, near
Coleraine,

APPENDIX.

MNINISTKRS.
Henry Noble, M.A.

Thomas Turpin.

Ibid.

Ibid.
James Baxter, M.A.
Richard Walker, M. A.
Gervais Walker, M.A.

Luke Astry, M.A.

Arch. Brooke, M.A.

Edward Harrison, B.D.

Goorge Major, M.A.

Ibid.

John Richardson, D.D.

OBSERVATIONS.

The parish of Camos being
small, and the town of Strabane
built in the confines thercof, I
united, in the former incumbent’s
time, these two parishes, and
think them fit to be united ; the
rather because there is a fair
church begun by the late Earl of
Abercorn, intended to serve these
two contiguous parishes.

The old church is ruined, but
instead thereof a fair new church
is to be built in the town of Lif-
ford, the foundation whereof is
already laid by the executors of
Sir Richard Hansard, Knt.

Resides in the town of Lifford,
but maintains a ourate here.

Non-resident, but keeps here a
curate, who is M. A,

Also holds Termonomungan,
near Castle-derg.

Resides in a house given by Sir
John Drummond, Knt.— holds
also Badony or Gortin, consist-
ing wholly of Irish recusants.

The church is ruinated—the
meeting of the parish is at a house
in Newton, for which they pay a
a yearly rent of £1, 6s. 8d.—
he also holds Tamlaghfinlagan or
Ballykelly, by dispensation.

Also holds Bovervagh, beside
Dungiven.

The church of this parish is at
Dungiven—he also holds Com-
ber by dispensation.

On the haberdashers’ property,
where he has a curate.

Served by two curates, the one
a preacher, the other a reader.

Resident and serveth the cure
—also holds Ardstraw or Newton-



PARISHES.

Macosquin, be-
tween Cole-
raine and
Newtown-
limavady.

Killowen, ad-
jolning Cole-
raine.

Errigal, or Gar-
vagh.

Desertoghill,
between Kil-
rea and Gar-
vagh.

Ballyscullin,
near Castle-
dawson.

Maghera,

Tamlaght-
O’Creilly,
near Portgle-
none,

Killileagh, near
Maghera.

Kilrea.

Desertmartin.

Termoneeny,
near Tober-
more.

Kilcronaghan,
or Tober-
more.
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MINISTERS.

James Osborne, M. A.

Robert Baker.

Tbid.

John Craigie.

Thomas Tonis.

Ibid.

Oliver Mather

Ibid.

Robert Hogg, M.A.

Ibid.

Wm. M*Teggart.

Ibid.

. OBSERVATIONS,

stewart. [Archdeacon of Derry,

aud afterwards Bishop of Ardagh.]
Resident and serves.

Dwells within half a mile of
the church —an ancient grave
man, who hath preached hereto-
fore, but now, by reason of his

great age, sparely.

Cure for the most part dis-
charged by an Irish scholar, the
whole parish almost consisting of
Irish recusants.

An honest man, but no preacher
nor graduate.

A preacher, but no graduate—
resident and serveth the cure him-
self,

Not resident—but repaireth hi-
ther every other Sunday—in his
absence the clerk taketh upon
him to serve the cure.

Preacher—resides and serves.

Not resident — but sometimes
(as once in three wecks) he re-
sorteth to the church, where no
man cometh at him, the whole
parish consisting of Irish recu-
sants.

An ancient master of arts—is
resident and serves the cure—the
church repaired by the Mercers.

When the incumbent is absent,
the cure is served by a curate.

Late, by the Pope’s grant,
dean of Derry; but now being
conformable to the reformed re-
ligion was (by the appointment of
the last lord-deputy) preferred to
this small parish, and that of Kil-
cronaghan,
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DIOCESE OF DOWN AND CONNOR.

PARISHES,
Bangor.

Downpatriok.

Ballydrean, or
Tulnakill,
near Comber.

Kileleif, near
Strangford.

Drumbo, be-
tween Belfast
and Lisburn.

Philipstown,
or Porta-
ferry.

Rathmullan,
near Kil-
lough.

St. Andrews,
or Kirkeub-
bin.

Killileagh.

Talpeston, or

bert.

[1 havenot been
able to ascer-
tain the lo-
cality of this
parish.]

Ballee, near
Downpatrick.

Donaghadee.

Kilmore, near
Ballyna-
hinch.

MINISTERS.
John Gibson, M. A.
John Watson, M. A.
Jobn Christian, M. A.
John Curlet.

Wm. Forbes, M. A.

Malcome Hamilton,
M.A.

John Mitchelhill, M. A.
Arthur Moneypenny,
M.A.

John Bole, M. A.
George Porter, M. A,

Richard Hackett, M.A.
George Creighton,
M.A.

Patriock Savage.

OBSERVATIONS.
Dean—resident and serveth the
oure, and maintained by a sti-
pend from Sir James Hamilton—
church repaired. [See page 97,
and note 387, chap. i.]

Curate to the incumbent, John
Gibson, and resident—one church
repaired, but not the cathedral.

Archdeacon—serves the cure
and resideth—church a ruin.

Curate to the incumbent, John
Christian, and resident—church
ruinous,

Curate of this parish, and also
of Drumbeg, beside Lisburn—
church at Drumbeg repaired—the
other ruinous.

Chancellor—-church ruinous.
[Made archbishop of Cashel in
1623, and continued to hold this

rish in commendam. Ware’s

ishop’s.]

Also supplies Ardquin, being
maintained in tho bishop’s [Ech-
lin] house—church ruinous.

bend of St. Andrews—no
church,

Resident—church ruinous.—
[See chap. v. p.288.]

Curate and resident—maintain-
ed by a stipend from Sir James
Hamilton—the prebend of Tal-
peston is vacant, Pat. Hamilton
being deprived by the lord-pri-
mate for non-residence—church

ropaired.

Incumbent—resident and serv-
eth the cure.

Curate to the incumbent, Rd.
Hackett—maintained bya stipend
from Sir Hugh Montgomery—
church repaired.

Hath lately accepted this place;
he is one of the college of Dub-
lin, and now resident—the parish-
ioners natives--the church ruined.



PARISHES.
(ilenavy.

Ballinderry.

Albavado, alias
Belfast.

Coole, or Carn-
money, be-
tween Belfast
and Carrick-
fergus.

Mouckamore,
between An-
trim and
Templepat-
rick,

Cregyvad and
Holywood.

Dundonald.

Newtownards.
Comber,

Carrickfergus.

Templecorran,
or Ballycar-
ry;also called
Broadisland.

Inver,or Laroe.

Rashee, near
Ballyclare.

APPENDIX.

MIKISTERS,
John Wilkinson, M.A.

. Thomas Peers, M.A.

Robert Morely, M. A.

James Glendinning,
M.A,

Henry Loslio, M. A.

Robert Cunningham,

John Letham, M. A,

Robert Montgomery,
M.A.
James Fresall.

Robert Openshavw,
Edward Brice, M.A.

Hugh Rose, M. A.

Donnell O’Murray.
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OBSERVATIONS.

Also serveth the cures of Mag-
heragell, and of Anagalldanagh,
[Aghagallan] where he resides—
all the churches ruinous.

Serveth the cure—also those
of Magheramisk and Derriaghy—
all the churches ruinous.

Incumbent—resident and serv-
eth the cure—church built from
the ground, and repaired.

Incumbent—resident and serv-
eth the curc—church a ruin. [See
chap. i. p. 95.]

Serveth the cure of Emgall,
part of Killead, at Muckamore,
whither the people resort, not be-
ing able to maintain a curate—
also serves the cures of six
small adjoining parishes, includ-
ing Crumlin and Killead—church
a ruin.

Resident at Holywood—serv-
eth these cures and maintained by
a stipend from Sir James Hamil-
ton—church repaired in part.—
[See chap. i. p. 95, and chap. iv.
pp- 196, 197.]

Resident—serveth the cure and
maintained by a stipend 