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{Condacted

intruder, Miss Mathewson,” he said, as T
entered ; “I bring my excuse in my pocket,”
and he tossed a note on to the table. * It is
to beg you and your brother to dine with me
to-morrow, I wrote it for the chance of
your being out. There seems but little pro-
spect of a dissolution, and time hangs heavily
on my hands ; so, if you and Mr. Mathewson
will give me the pleasure of your society for
to-morrow evening at least, I shall be quite
delighted.”

I felt that I ought to respond to this in-
vitation with some very civil thanks; but
the thought that came uppermost in my
mind was of surprise at Sir Edward's want
of occupation.

« All your tenants would be so glad to see
you,” I said, hesitatingly ; “if you have so
much spare time, I mean.”

“Do you think they would ?” replied Sir
Edward, looking surprised at my daring to
hint at his neglect of duty as a landlord. I
have always transacted business with them
through my agent. 8till, perhaps, they might
care to sce me, though I can’t say the anxiety
tomeet is mutual. The farmers round Lichen-
dale must be a very dull set of people. Can
you tell me what character I bear here, Miss
Mathewson? You must know my tenants
well. Do those in the town, for instance,
hold me very low in their righteous estima-
tion, pray? Have reports unfavourable to
me travelled from Italy 1” he said, with a
bitterneds which a smile faintly concealed.

“ T do not know if they love you at present ;
for it is difficult to love those one never sees.
No! no! I don't mean that,” I added quickly,
thiuking of Lawrie; “ but it would be diflicult
for them to love one who has left them,
and shown no interest in their welfare. 1
know that they are a good aud grateful set of
people, and that you might easily win their
affection I am sure.”

“] was thinking of their good esteem
merely as rcgardetl’ the probabilities of my
being elected, if there should be a dissolution,”
said Sir Edward, earnestly ; “but you make
me feel ashamed of myself. I ought to con-
sider it more as a proof of my having been
a good landlord to them, and less as a means
of my own success in life. I shall take your
bint ; meanwhile, I am confoundedly disap-
pointed at Parliament having settled down
again 8o (}uietly. I had quite worked myself
up into a fever of imagination, at the thoughts
of my contesting the election with Colonel
Peterson.”

“ You left Rome on purpose to stand for
Lichen:lale, did you not 1”

“Yes,” said Sir Edward, musingly, and his
face brightened with some unspcﬁ;en, sunny
recollection of the Eternal City.

“Did you know my brother Lawrence
there 2 I asked quickly, for I was afraid of
my courage failing me if I did not grasp at
the first opportunity of asking the question
which Paul had so atrongly discountenanced.

“T met him many times,” said Sir Edwar
in a low, indistinet voice, starting from h
reveric. Hiseyes were fastened on me—full,

ity, I fancied ; but I dared hardly meet ther

e suid little more, and soon went away.

Oh! he, too,thinks like Paul, that Lawren
has sinned deeply, and would avoid the sul
ject, I thought to myself, as I pondered ow
the visit ; and I wondered if Sir Edward di
liked me for mentioning Lawrence so shamq
lessly.

CHAPTER THE FOURTIL

Sir Epwarp was like a flash of lightnin
striking across my quiet path. Everythin
in my daily life lost its brightness, We saw.
good deal of him, and soon I began to feel thos
days which passed without meeting him
long and dreary. Fach day I liked lis fact
better ; and the look of passion, that I had
at first noticed in it, seemed, by degrees, to
give place to one of gentleness and kindness,
Gradually, too, tales of recent kind deeds
amongst his tenantry, took the place of the
reports which had been rife in Lichendale
before his return, of his dissipation at Rome
I sometimes wondered if my few words were
the cause of his kindly intercourse with the
poor people; but I checked myself quickly
in this presumptuous suppoesition, and attr-
buted the change to his natural good feel
ing. At any rate, it could hardly be to curry
favour with his constituents ; for, all chanee
of a speedy dissolution of Parliament seemed
past.

He secmed, to my astonishment, to care to
talk to me even more than to Paul, whose pre-
judice against him never quite wore off.  Padl
—if ever I ventured to express auy of my
boundless admiration for Sir Edward's wit of
genius—checked me, and reminded me of all
we had heard against his character.

“I can believe him passionate, Paul; but
surely he is nothing worse.”

“ Passion is a fearful thing, Ielena,” Paul
would reply ; “and I belicve Sir Edward to
be selfish—more from habit than dispositios
perhaps ; but still inexcusably selfish.”

“ e has had no motive for self-denisl
most likely,” I urged.

One beautiful evening—it was then the
mouth of June—I sct out to walk by a short
cut through the park, to sce a woman who
was ill, and" to whom I was taking some
things. I hurried along; for I was late. Paul
had sct out some time before to the chure
where there was service that evening, and
knew he would be vexed if I were not in time
for it. I had gotinto a way of always looking
out for Sir Edward; and, that evening,
although I had to walk quickly, I cou
not refrain from stopping every now and
then to seeif he was in sight. I met the
curate hastening to the church. I quickenec
my steps, aud determined not to stop agair
till T reached the cottage. Nothing startles
one 8o much as the sudden fulfilment of some
present dream that hope has conjured up
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accost her humble sister with singular grace
and kindness, and suffer herseli to be ad-
dressed on the samo easy terms.  Further, if
the puor supernuméraire has met with some
gricvous accident, or has fallen sick and is
thus lindered from supporting her large
family, mademoiselle has been often known
to take up the case with a sort of furore,
going round amoug her brother and sister

“artistes, %at.heriug moneys for the distressed.
o

A dash of piety, too, occasionally seasons the
light manners of the Coulisses, most of the
young ladics nttendin;i‘ mass regularly every
Sunday, and being otherwise devout. They
may be found burning their votive candles
before Our Lady’s altar, in the hope of de-
liverance from some little trouble. They ave
given to little pilgrimages to holy places.
and pray earnestly, poor souls ! too often, it
is to be feared, that some erratic lover may
be given back to them.

feturning again to this day rehearsal,
which may be likened to a sort of bivouac,
the contemplative stranger will fiud many
more subjects for his recreation. Looking
round him, he will discover some scated in
remote corners, deep in Sue or Paul de Kock,
thusdiligently improving their spare minutes ;
some others are keeping close to maternal
shelter ; while many more are reposing their
weary limbs on sofas.

Discipline is very strivtly enforced in all
stage business. During répétition a certain
amount of toleration is extended to mirth
and high spirits ; but, once the lamps are
lighted and the audience gathered in front,
any inattention or levity is visited with
severe penalties in the shape of heavy fines
Mademoiselle is often disagrecably surprised,
when Letaking herself to the treasurer’s
ofice, at finding the week's salary
sadly reduced by these.  Oftentimes a
note arrives from a lady, stating that she is
stricken with audden indisposition, and is
cousequently obliged to forego the pleasure
of assisting at the evening's performance.
This ought to be enough for the direction,
who should have sympnth¥ for the fair
sufferer ; but the direction has little faith,
being u dull sort of body much given to
doubting, and so sends off suspiciously to
kuow if mademoisclle be really at home and
confined to her room. For the poor con-
valescent hias been known to muster strength
suflicient for a little dinner at the Fréres
Provingaux or Maison Doré, aud have ocea-
sionally been seen, when actually thought to
be in extremis, sitting in a stall at the Fran-

ais, arrayed in toilette most Eblouissante,
Jut, though unreasonably sceptical at times,
the direction has still bowels for its flock of
bou fide sick and wounded. Fracturcs aud
sprains attendant on wiscalculated pirouettes,
accidenta from falling scenery, with other

mishaps, are sure to make up a full mornin;
list of casualties. Medical oflicers, therefo
attached to the establishment, receive the
list every morning, and sct forth upon the
rounds, vigiting impartially the highest ma
rarde and stately premier. A wise a
humane dispensation this, and, in the er
profitable to the direction.

The popular refection behind the scenes
the simple, old-established drink known

au sucrée, or else a little Madeira winea

water, or, for those who have demi vol
aud such trying exercise before them, soi
very strong cold soup, held to be the h
restorative of all. The danseuse usually 1
her miaid, her sister, or mother, waiting
the side-scene, and holding for -her
handkerchief and cloak, with a cup of t
cold soup elixir. The tried campuigner
the ball season also knows the eflicacy
this strengthening extract. Often d
some firurante, after lavishing her set rou
of smiles upon parterre and stalls, §
trembling into her mother's arms at
wing with a deep ery of pain, ¢ 0, moth
how T suffer!” Then, after a little of -
panacea and a fow moments’ rest, she g
forth again full of nods and becks 1
wreathed amiles, and all the world theatr:
holds unanimonsly that never was maden
selle in more hewitching or inbetter vervetl
to-night. A common ill to which the danse
is subject, is a sort of chronie inflalnmatior
the nostrils, which obliges the mouth to
kept open for the sake of taking breath, a
is found very distressing. This is the b
noir of the ballet, for which, as yet, the
has been no cure discovered beyond time s
patience,

We have taken but a glimpss at
Coulisses : hardly sufficient perhaps for th
who, heing men of Bohemia, wish to go d
into the subject. For such readers, have b
lately written certain voluminous chronic
records of managerial life and troubles, w
which the Parisian market has been in
dated, and which set forth minutely, mu
curious details.

THE NEW NOVEL.

MILLER & CURTIS, No. 321 Broanvway
Publish, from advance sheets from the Autl

THE DEAD SECRET,
By WILKIE COLLINS.
8vo., paper, 50 cents.
The same Work, handsome Library Edition, la
type, 12mo., cloth, $1.
For snle by all denalers.

Mrier & Cerrs, Publishers, Office, No. 321 Broadway, New York
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a group of curions spectators. The fam.- uf Agnes endeavoured to rise, but sank
Aenes Lee was trembling in the balance, xl».uk 3 the long journey and the gevere shock
Already. a man, no Ion-ver young, who had:she had roum-d had wmade her seriensly

. ln-t hi< front teeth. and who looked as if hejill. The doctor who had been called to re-
had no bones in his body, and a woman with | vive her from her long trance-like swoeon

a hard. insolent, determined face, \'lrm:-h(‘d|ur«h-rvd the profoundest quict. and. thanks to

with eajolery, approached her.  The woman' the Samaritan kindness of her new friends

addressed her in passably good English, butt Aznes was enabled to follow the dortor’s

{0 Joy e, Cordsited by

Arnes seemned not to hear, At this erisis. a
grave, middle-aged man made his way from
the street.  He looked round with surprise
at the persons erowding in the court. and his
eye fell on Agnes.  He went up to her. The
man and woman both shrank back from his
alanee,

*What is the meaning of all thir, my
. child? 1Tow came you here, and what do
yeun want 27

[e spoeke with a certain benevolont auste-

«Iucctmnn for two days she lay in a delight-
ful state of repose, hetween waking and
dreaming. Everything she needed was brouzht
to her, as by some friendly magie, at precise-
Iy the right moment.  On the third day she
felt almost well, and expressed a wish to et
up and dress.  Her hostess took her down
toa pleasant pnrluur beyond the otfice. There
were books, and prints, and newspapers ; she
was desired to amuse herself, and not to
trouble her head with any anxiety about the

Ii< tone roused Agnes; xhe leoked up * future; she was a visitor.
and passed her hand in a bewildered way | M. Raymond, the proprietor, came in.
over her forehead; but she could not recol- | Agnes had not seen him since the day he
leet or eaplain her story.  Mechanically she . brought her into his house. e was a pgrave
gave him Mrs, Warren's letter, directing her ; sensible wan.  To him ghe told her winle
to the Hotel Raymond, and looked acutely at i story, aml gave him Mrs, Warren’s lettersto
him a< his eye wlanced over it. Pread. * My goud young lady,” said he, as e
* My ponr vlnll you cannot remain here, Irctunwd them. *we have only a lttle
They ouzht not to have left you here for!strength, and should not waste it in super-
a moment. You must come in and speak ﬂunuw; we need it all to do our simple duty,,
L to mye wife. We will gee what ean be ! This lady was too fond of the luxury of doing
done,? good, as it is ealled ; but I eannot understand
The loiterers  dispersed—the new-comer ! her lhuu-'htl(-rmw'-s. There mnst be some
- was the proprictor of the hotel. Desiving a "mistake ; though, after incurring the respon-
porter to take up her trunk. he led her into | sibility of sending for you, no mistake ought
a private oftice, where a pleasant-looking | to have been possible,?
woman of about forty, sat at a desk, ~ur-| Agnes tried to express all the gratitude she
* rounded by account-books and ledgers.  She | ; folt ; but M. Raymond interrupted her. She |
. looked upfrom her writing as they entered, ! was far from realising all the danger she had
i He spoke to her in a low vuice, and gave her peseaped 3 she knew it inafter years, 1 shall
¢ the letter to read. i write home,” she said ; *my aunt and cousin
“Mais ¢'est une infamie ! said she, vehe- | i will be anxions until tlu-v hear.”
.mently, when she had read it. You have, * Let them be uneasy a little Ionger, till
deme ‘well to bring her m—lt. is worthy of! you ean tell them something detinite alout
. Yo, my friend. Meavens! she is uupc.-lwd your prospects, Any thm-' you could say now
*with eold and fear!” i wunld only alarm them,”
Arnex stood still, apparently unconscious!  Two duys afterwards M. Raymond came
of what was passing; she heard, but nh«ito her and said, * Do not think we want to
iocould sive no sign. At length, ~ight and . get rid of \nu' but if it suits you, I have
" cound heenme confused, and she fell. "heard of asituation.  Madame Tremordyn
When she recovered, she was lying in bed, | wants a companion—a young lady who will
and a pleasant- llml\ing nurse was Nlllllgl be to her as like a daughter as can be got for
be-sidle her, dressed in a tall white Normandy [money.  She is a g‘«md woman, but proud
ap and striped jacket. She nodded .uullan-l peculiar; and, so long as her son does
smiled, and showed her white teeth, when ! not fall in love with yon, she will treat yon
Agnes opened her eyes, shook her head, and | well. The son is with his regiment in Algicrs
Jabbered semething that Agnescould not com- just now ; so you are safo. I will takhe you
prehend. The girl felt ton weak and tuuitu her this afternoon.
cdreamy to attempt to unravel the mysteryi  They went accordingly.,  Madame Tre-
of where she was and how she came mnrd\u— an old Brét(m Imh. stately with |
“there. In a short time, the lady she had!grey “hair and flashing dark grey  e)es,
~cen sittinge in the uﬂ.ce amongst the du\'-'ulrm-ecd in sUIF black silk—reccived ler with \
bhooks and ledgers, came in. She laid her stately urbanity. explained the duties of her
hand gently on her forehead, saying, in a!situation, and expressed her wish that Agnes
cheerful voice, * You are |wm-r now. You:should engage with her. The salary was
(“are with friends. You shall tell us your libernl and Agnes thankfully accepted the
story when you are stronger. You wust not Lotfer. Tt was “settled that she should come
agitate yonrselfl” : the next morning.  * Recolleet your home is

s ity
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Thus it will be seen that each Subscriber not only obtains the best magazine of ¢be:
at the regular published price, but will also reccive some useful and valuable article, wi
in many instances will be worth ten or twenty times the money invested.

N.B.—No person is restricted to one subscription, but may subscribe to as many M
zines or Reviews as they desire, and will receive a gift with every subscription.

CLUBBING ,WITH OTHER MAGAZINES.

We will send “ Household Words” and either of the following Magazines for one yea
six dollars, with Two Gifts:

“GODEY'S LADY’S BOOK.” “ATLANTIC MONTHLY,” “GRAHAM’S MAGAZI}
#BLACKWOOD’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE.” “« HARPER’S MAGAZINE.”
*KNICKERBOCKER,” “EMERSON & PUTNAM'S MAGA-
ZINE,” “ FRANK LESLIE’S MAGAZINE.”

The NORTH BRITISH REVIEW,
: “ EDINBURGH “
“ LONDON QU AR. “
% WESTMINSTER “

We will scnd “Household Words” and either of the following Magazines for one year for’
Dollars, with Two Gifts :

* MRS. STE)PHENS’ NEW MONTHLY,” “ PETERSON’S MAGAZINE.?

All subseribers to “ Honsehold Words” will be furnished with any other Magazine
which they may wish to subseribe, at the Publishers’ prices, for one year, with a Gift fore
Subscription they send.  The Cash in all cases must accompany the name.

TERMS TO CLUBS.

Five Copies of ¢ llousehold Words” for one year, with Five Gifts, and an extra $opy
Gift to the getter up of the Club, for §15, at one remittance.

Fleven Copies of *“ Household Words” for one year, with Eleven Gifts, and an ¢
Copy and Gift to the getter up of ghe Club, for $30, at one remittance.

Five Copies of any of the other Three Dollar Magazines for one year, with six Gifts,
be sent for $15. at one remittance.

Ten Copics of any of the other Three Dollar Magazines, for one year, with Ten Gifts,
one Copy of ~ Houschold Words,” with one Gift, to the getter up of the Club, for $30, at
remittance.

" Valuable Premiums to All for 1858.

As an adilitional inducement to Clubs and Subscribers who feel disposed to assist t
their kind cfforts to form large lists, we offer the following Splendid Premiums :

To the per=on sending us the largest number of Subscribers to “ Household Words'
fore the fourth day of July, 1858, we will present :

A MAGNIFICENT GOLD HUNTING WATCH, FULL JEWELLED,

Mank By Coorer or Loxnox, axp VarLuep aT $250.

To the person sending us the second largest nuinber, as above, we will present
A MAGNIFICENT LANDSCAPE
in oil colors, by oue of the most celebrated of modern masters, valued at $150.
To the person sending the third largest nuifiber, as above, the proprietors will pres

complete sct of T. B. Peterson’s 1llustrated Edition of Charles Dickens’ Works, in 25
umes. beautifully bound in cloth, the retail price of which i1s $31 25.
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