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TO SCRAGGLES,

MY PET SPARROW AND COMPANION

SAINT FRANCIS, the founder of the Franciscan order, without

whom there would probably have been no missions in California,
regarded the birds as his “ litlle brothers and sisters.” Just as I
began the actual writing of this book I picked up in the streets a tiny
song sparrow, wounded, unable to fly, and that undoubledly had been
thrust out of its nest. In a short time we became close friends and
inseparable companions. Hour afler hour she sat on my foot, or,
better still, perched, with head under her wing, on my left hand, while
I wrote with the other. Nothing I did, such as the movement of books,
turning of leaves, elc., made her afraid. When I lefi the room she
hopped and fluttered along afler me. She died just as the book mas
receiving ils finishing pages. On account of her ragged and unkempt
appearance I called her Scraggles; and to her, a tiny morsel of
animation, but who had a keen appreciation and reciprocation of a
large affection, I dedicate this book.
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2 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

prophetic of what the future had in store for California.
America was to give of its best. — East, North, South, m
its Starr King. Joseph and John LeConte, Frémont, and
a host of others for its physical. mental. and spiritual
development.

The East has not vet taken the full measure of the West,
—not even as well as did Serra. Crespi. Palou. and
Lasuen. The spirit of those men is still in the air, and the
results are bevond the ken of all except the few whose
vision is prophetic. The Pacific Coast States are yet in
their swaddling-clothes. The world has yet to be astounded
at their youth and matured manhood.

Many and diverse are the elements which have gone into
the making of that “ State of the Golden Gate ” of which
Americans generally are <o proud. It has been the stage
upon which strangely different actors have played their
part — important or insignificant — and left their im-
press where they plaved. It has been a composite canvas
upon which painters of every school have practised their
art: a vivid mass of color here. a touch there, a single
stroke of the brush yonder. Then. too. look at it as you
will, stage or canvas, it had a marvellous natural setting.
Curtains, side-wings. drops. scenes. accessories, suitable for
every play. adequate for every requirement. Tragedy?
Great mountains. awful snow storms, trackless sand-
wastes, fearful deserts. limitless canvons. more ocean line
than any other of the North American States, and the
densest forests. Comedy® Semi-tropical verdure, orange
blossoms, carpets of flowers, delicate waterfalls, the sing-
ing of a thousand varieties of birds. the gentlest zephyrs,
the bluest of blue skies. What wonder. then. as its history
is studied. as a whole or in parts. that it is unusually fasci-
nating. and that it presents features of unique interest?

It bas longz beex the belief of the English-speaking
peoples that England s the one great colonizing power of
all history: ard. possibiy. if extent of achievement be con-




































12 . THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

began his work with a truly Western vigor. Being in-
vested with almost absolute power, there were none above
him to interpose vexatious formalities to hinder the imme-
diate execution of his plans.

In order that the spiritual part of the work might be
as carefully planned as the political, Galvez summoned
Serra. What a fine combination! Desire and power hand
in hand! What nights were spent by the two in planning!
What arguments, what discussions, what final agreements
the old adobe rooms occupied by them must have heard!
But it is by just such men that great enterprises are suc-
cessfully begun and executed. For fervor and enthusiasm,
power and sense, when combined, produce results. Plans
were formulated with a completeness and rapidity that
equalled the best days of the conquistadores. Four expe-
ditions were to go: two by land and two by sea. So would
the risk of failure be lessened, and practical knowledge of
both routes be gained. Galvez had two available vessels:
the ¢ San Carlos ” and the “ San Antonio.”

For money the visitor-general called upon the Pious
Fund, which, on the expulsion of the Jesuits, he had placed
in the hands of a governmental administrator. He had
also determined that the Missions of the peninsula should
do their share to help in the founding of the new Missions,
and Serra approved and helped in the work.

When Galvez arrived he found Gaspar de Portold act-
ing as civil and military governor, and Fernando Javier
Rivera y Moncada, the former governor, commanding the
garrison at Loreto. Both were captains, Rivera having
been long in the country. He determined to avail himself
of the services of these two men, each of them to command
one of the land expeditions. Consequently with great
rapidity, for those days, operations were set in motion.
Rivera in August or September, 1768, was sent on a com-
mission to visit in succession all the Missions, gathering
from each one all the provisions, live-stock, and implements



























THE FOUNDING OF THE MISSIONS 17

old palms still remain, with the ruins of the presidio on the
hill behind. Six weeks were busily occupied in caring for
the sick and in unloading the * San Antonio.” Then the
fourth and last party of the explorers arrived. — Governor
Portold on June 29. and Serra on July 1. What a jour-
ney that had been for Serra! He had walked all the way,
and when but two days out his badly ulcerated leg began
to trouble him. Portold wished to send him back. but Serra
would not consent. He called to one of the muleteers and
asked him to make a salve for his wound just such as he
would put upon the saddle galls of one of his animals. It
was done, and in a single night the ointment and the
Father’s prayers worked the miracle of healing.

After a general thanksgiving, in which exploding gun-
powder was used to give effect, a consultation was held,
at which it was decided to send back the *“ San Antonio ™
to San Blas for supplies, and for new crews for herself
and the “ San Carlos.” A land expedition under Portold
was to go to Monterey, while Serra and others remained at
San Diego to found the Mission. The vessel sailed, Por-
told and his band started north, and on July 16, 1769,
Serra raised the Cross, blessed it, said mass, preached,
and formally established the Mission of San Diego de
Alcald.

It mattered not that the Indians held aloof : that only
the people who came on the expedition were present to hear.
From the hills beyond, doubtless, peered and peeped the
curious natives. All was mysterious to them. Later,
however, they became troublesome, stealing from the sick
and pillaging from the “ San Carlos.” At last, they
made a determined raid for plunder, which the Spanish
soldiers resisted. A flight of arrows was the result. A
boy was killed and three of the new-comers wounded. A
volley of musket-balls killed three Indians, wounded sev-
eral more, and cleared the scttlement. After such an intro-

duction, there is no wonder that conversions were slow.
2



















































80 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

dogged insistence of Vancouver he was well treated by the
officials at Monterey, and Gigedo reports:

“ He expressed to me in writing heartfelt thanks, and in proof
of his gratitude, made a gift, of the value of two thousand dol-
lars, more or less, to the ¢ presidio’ and mission of Monterey in
implements useful for agriculture and timber cutting, beads and
other small articles.”

One other matter of geographical importance it is as
well to understand at this point. Knowledge of the North-
west was still so imperfect that therein lay one great secret
of the fears of the Spanish. They deemed it possible that
a strait or passage between the Atlantic and Pacific might
yet be found, and that if this were to be discovered by some
foreign and hostile power it would place the New Mexico
Colonies and Missions as well as those of California in
Jjeopardy, In 1798, Viceroy Gigedo, in making his most
useful, interesting, and exhaustive report, fully discusses
this matter.

When the Columbia River’s mouth was discovered it was
thought that it was possibly the entrance to the channel
which connected the two oceans. He urged the necessity
for exploring it; for, said he:

“If this river should be the passage between the two oceans,
then we would have acquired all necessary information about
the volume of water it carries, the rapidity or slowness of the
current, the Indian tribes either nomadic or stable which live on
its banks, and the place more or less accessible, where the river
empties into the Atlantic.”

But with practical common sense Gigedo discounte-
nanced the further extension of territory without reason,
and, in summing up the results of what the various
explorations had accomplished, says that  during the
period of twenty-five years many millions of dollars have
been expended in establishing and maintaining the new


















84 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

ocean, and islands beyond. Indeed, for outlook, it is doubt-
ful if any other Mission equals it. It was formally dedi-
cated on December 4, 1786.

Various obstacles to the establishment of Santa Barbara
had been placed in the way of the priests. Governor Fages
wished to curtail their authority, and sought to make inno-
vations which the Padres regarded as detrimental in the
highest degree to the Indians, as well as annoying and
humiliating to themselves. This was the reason of the
long delay in founding Santa Barbara. It was the same
with the following Mission. It had long been decided upon.
Its site' was selected. The natives called it Algsacupt.
It was to be dedicated *“to the most pure and sacred
mystery of the Immaculate Conception of the most Holy
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven, Queen of
Angels, and Our Lady” : a name usually, however,
shortened in common parlance to *“ La Purfsima Concep-
cién.” On December 8, 1787, Lasuen blessed the site,
raised the Cross, said mass and preached a sermon; but
it was not until March, 1788, that work on the buildings
was begun. An adobe structure, roofed with tiles, was
completed in 1802, and, ten years later, destroyed by
earthquake.

The next Mission founded by Lasuen was that of Santa
Cruz. On crossing the coast range from Santa Clara, he
thus wrote: “1I found in the site the most excellent fitness
which had been reported to me. I found, beside, a stream
of water, very near, copious, and important. On August
28, the day of Saint Augustine, I said mass, and raised a
cross on the spot where the establishment is to be. Many
gentiles came, old and young, of both sexes, and showed
that they would gladly enlist under the Sacred Standard.
T'hanks be to God!”

On Sunday, September 25, Sugert, an Indian chief of
the neighborhood, assured by the priests and soldiers that
no harm should come to him or his people by the noise of




































4¢ [THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

¥Father and plotting politicians of those early days had
been successful in their schemes?

The new Mission, all controversy being settled, was for-
mally dedicated on Passion Sunday, April 4, 1824, by
Altimira, to San Francisco Solano, * the great apostle to
the Indies.” There were now two San Franciscos, de Asis
and Solano, and because of the inconvenience arising from
this confusion, the popular names, Dolores and Solano,
and later, Sonoma, came into use.

¥rom the point now reached, the history of the Missions
in one of distress, anxiety, and final disaster. Their great
work was practically ended.

Before entering upon the history of each Mission in
detail it is well to recapitulate the list of Missions estab-
lished and the jurisdiction to which each one belonged.
An has been shown, a presidio was established for the
military guardianship of the Missions. Each presidio
was responsible for all the Missions and pueblos under its
Jjurindiction as follows:

JurispicTioN oF SaN Dikco.
Presidio of San Diego; Mission of San Gabriel; Mission of
San Juan Capistrano; Mission of San Diego; Mission of San
Luin Rey.

JURISDICTION OF SANTA BARBARA.

Prenidio of Santa Barbara; Mission of La Purisima; Mission
of Sants Inésg; Mission of Santa Barbara; Mission of Buena-
venturn ; Minsion of San Fernando ; Pueblo of La Reyna de Los
Angelen.

JURISDICTION oF MONTEREY.

Prenidio of Monterey ; Village of Branciforte ; Mission of San
Junn Bautista; Mission of San Carlos; Mission of Nuestra
Sehors dee Soledad ; Mission of San Antonio ; Mission of San
Miguel ; Mission of San Luis Obispo.









THE FOUNDING OF THE MISSIONS 43

JurispicTioN oF SaN Francisco.

Presidio of San Francisco ; Pueblo of San José de Guadalupe ;
Mission of San Francisco Solano ; Mission of San Rafael ; Mission
of San Francisco; Mission of Santa Clara ; Mission of San José ;
Mission of Santa Cruz.






























THE FOUNDING OF THE MISSIONS 438

JurispicTioN oF SAN FRrancisco.

Presidio of San Francisco ; Pueblo of San José de Guadalupe ;
Mission of San Francisco Solano ; Mission of San Rafael ; Mission
of San Francisco; Mission of Santa Clara ; Mission of San José ;
Mission of Santa Cruz.







































































































































84 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

CHAPTER V

THE OIQULAHZATION OF THE MISSIONS

of Spain to found Missions in the New World solely

for the benefit of the natives. Philanthropic motives
doubtless influenced the rulers to a certain degree; but to
civilize barbarous peoples and convert them to the Catholic
faith weant not only the rescue of savages from future
perdition, but the enlargement of the borders of the Church,
the preparation for future colonization, and, consequently,
the extension of Spanish power and territory.

At the very inception of the Missions this was the com-
plex end in view ; but the padres who were commissioned to
initiate these enterprises were almost, without exception,
conseerated to one work only, — the salvation of souls.

In the course of time this inevitably led to differences
of opinion between the missionaries and the secular au-
thorities in regard to the wisest methods of procedure. In
spite of the arguments of the padres, these conflicts re-
sulted in the secularization of some of the Missions prior to
the founding of those in California: but the condition of
the Indians on the Pacific Coast led the padres to believe
that secularization was a result possible only in a remote
future. They fully understood that the Missions were not
intended to become permanent institutions, yet faced the
problem of converting a savage race into christianized self-
supporting civilians loyal to the Spanish Crown,—a
problem which presented perplexities and difficulties neither
understood nor appreciated at the time by the government

IT was not the policy or intention of the government
























































































































116 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

brick building now stands. It destroys the picturesqueness
of the old site, but it is engaged in a good work. Father
Ubach, the indefatigable parish priest of San Diego, is
possessed with much of the spirit of the old padres, and he
it is who has erected this building for the training of the
Indian children of the region. On one occasion I asked
the children if they knew any of the ¢ songs of the old,” the
songs their Indian grandparents used to sing; and to my
delight, they sang two or three of the old chorals taught
their ancestors in the early Mission days by the padres.






















































132 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

carried in procession by Serra on each 4th of November,
and is now used by Father Mestris in like ceremonials.

In the altar space or sanctuary are five chairs, undoubt-
edly brought to California by one of the Philippine galleons
from one of those islands, or from China. The bodies are
of teak, ebony, or iron wood, with seats of marble, and with
a disk of marble in the back.

In the sacristy is the safe in which Serra used to keep
the sacred vessels, as well as the important papers con-
nected with his office. It is an interesting object, sheeted
with iron, wrapped around with iron bands and covered
all over with bosses. It is about three feet wide and four
feet high. In the drawers close by are several of the copes,
stoles, maniples, and other vestments which were once used
by Serra at the old Mission.

















































































SAN LUIS OBISPO DE TOLOSA 155

From a painting the old San Luis Obispo church is
shown to have been raised up on a stone and cement
foundation. The corridor was without the arches that
are elsewhere one of the distinctive features, but plain
round columns, with a square base and topped with a
plain square moulding gave support to the roof beams
on which the usual red-tiled roof was placed.

The fachada of the church retreats some 15 or 20 feet
from the front line of the corridors. The monastery has
been “ restored,” even as has the church, out of all resem-
blance to its own honest original self. The adobe walls
are covered with painted wood. and the tiles have given
way to shingles, just like any other modern and common-
place house. The building faces the southeast. The altar
end is at the northwest. To the southwest are the remains
of a building of boulders, brick, and cement. exactly of
the same style as the asistencia building of Santa Mar-
garita. It seems as if it might have been built by the
same hands.





















162 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

The Mission report for 1821-30 shows a decrease in

meophyte population from 1252 to 219, though this was

largely caused by the sending of neophytes to the newly
founded Missions of San Rafael and San Francisco Solano.

San Francisco was secularized in 183435, with Joaquin
Estudillo as comisionado. The valuation in 1835 was real
estate and fixtures, $25,800; church property, $17,800;
available assets in excess of debts (chiefly Live-stock),
$16.400, or a total of $60,000. If any property was ever
divided among the Indians there is no record to show it.

On June 5. 1845, Pio Pico’s proclamation was made,
requiring the Indians of Dolores Mission to reunite and
occupy it or it would be declared abandoned and disposed
of for the general good of the department. A fraudulent
title to the Mission was given, and antedated February 10,
1845: but it was afterwards declared void, and the build-
ing was duly returned to the custody of the archhishop,
under whose direction it still remains.

After Commodore Sloat had taken possession of Mon-
terey for the United States. in 1846. it was merely the
work of a day or so to get despatches to Captain Mont-
gowery. of the ship * Portsmouth.”™ who immediately raised
the stars and stripess and thus the city of the Golden Gate
catered into American possession.  While the cty was
materially concerned in the events immediately following
the covupation, the Mission was afready too nearly dead to
participate.  In 1846 the bishop succeeded i finding a
curate for a short peried. but notking in the records can
be focnd as to the tinal dEsposition of the property belong-
ing o the ex-Missiwn. In the pobtical caldrom it had
totally dsappearad

The gravevand of Dileres is an izteresting old place,
and % is a grext pity that toxnd i od Missiom church
are te? made more fovessitiz ot visiters Saturdays and
Sundavs enly sy they admizzal It is soareely in keeping
with i prognessive spinit of i kadkrs of the great






164 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

and led up to by asphalt pavements and cement sidewalks.
It is forlorn and neglected. The tiles on its roof and ridge
are irregular and uneven. The wooden cross on the front
is old and staggering. Even the fachada has been de-
graded with a new coat of whitewash, so that all its time-
honored wrinkles are gone.



























SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 171

the water needed to irrigate the eighty acres of orchard,
vineyard, and garden that used to be surrounded by an
adobe wall. Reservoirs, cisterns, and zanjas of brick,
stone, and cement are seen here and there, and several rem-
nants of the masonry aqueducts are still found in the
village.
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SANTA CLARA DE ASIS 79

from the ancient altar, the altar bell, crown of thorns from
the Mission crucifix, altar card-frames, and the rosary and
crucifix that once belonged to Padre Magin Catala.

On the walls are some of the ancient paintings, one es-
pecially noteworthy. It is of Christ multiplying the loaves
and fishes (John vi. 11). While it is not a great work of
art, the benignity and sweetness of the Christ face redeems
it from crudeness. With upraised right hand he is blessing
the loaves which rest in his left hand, while the boy with the
fishes kneels reverently at his feet.
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Just below the fountain, and now fenced into a corner of
the garden, is a large reservoir, with sides that slightly
slope to the edges. On these cement sides, which are nine
or ten feet wide, the Indian women of the Mission were
wont to bring their laundry. Let us try to imagine the
busy and interesting scene, — one that I fain would have
come back again. A carved figure of a crouching bear
spouts the water out of his mouth into this reservoir, which
is seventy feet long by six feet wide. The cement sides are
full of Indian women, cach with her pile of clothes, splash-
ing, soaping, scrubbing, sousing, rubbing them; at the
same time laughing, chatting, scolding, gossiping, or, per-
haps, even, sometimes serious and sad.

At the lower end of the cistern is another carved figure.
The cistern itself is built of solid stone, well cemented, and
made to endure.



























208 THE OLD MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA

At the time of my last visit in May, 1904, eighteen pillars
were still standing, and two had fallen. These pillars are
about three feet square. The corridors are ten feet wide
and extend the whole length of the building, which is about
three hundred feet. The width, without the corridor, is
about fifty feet. .

The church is at the southwest end on the southeast side.
It is about eighty feet long. The windows are low and
arched, but there is little left to show what were the attrac-
tions of this church, so different from any of the others.
At one corner, doubtless where interested neophytes have
stood looking with luminous eyes upon the movements of
the officiating padre, now stands a growing tree.

The peculiarity of La Purfsima is in the architectural
arrangement of the building. The church is a part, — one
large room merely, —in a structure that contains many
rooms. There is nothing that remains now of the wings
that used to connect, and the ploughing up of the field
near by has doubtless destroyed the foundations of walls,
did any ever exist.

An extensive view of the valley, down to the ocean, can
be had from the end of the corridor, or from the near-by
hills. It was an attractive outlook, and gave the padres
here more of a feeling of touch with the great outside when
the glint of the sunshine upon the ocean greeted their
watching eyes.

In regard to its present ownership and condition, a
gentleman interested writes:

“ The abandoned mission is on ground which now belongs to
the Union Oil Company of California. The building itself has
been desecrated and damaged by the public ever since its
abandonment. Its visitors apparently did not scruple to deface
it in every possible way, and what could not be stolen was ruth-
lessly destroyed. It apparently was a pleasure to them to pry
the massive roof-beams loose, in order to enjoy the crash occa-
sioned by the breaking of the valuable tile.
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“ On top of this the late series of earthquakes in that section
threw down many of the brick pillars, and twisted the remainder
so badly that the front of the building is a veritable wreck.
During these earthquakes, which lasted several weeks, tile
which could not be replaced for a thousand dollars were dis-
placed and broken. To save the balance of the tile, as well as
to avoid possible accidents to visitors, the secretary of the oil
company had the remaining tile removed from the roof and
piled up near the building for safety.”
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The largest number of cattle was 8700 in 1828; horses,
900, in the same year; mules, 92, in 1805 ; sheep, 8300, in
1826.

In January, 1840, an earthquake and tidal wave brought
disaster. The tower fell, and a number of tiles were car-
ried off, a kind of premonition of the final disaster of 1851,
when the walls fell, and treasure seekers completed the work
of demolition.

The community of the Mission was completely broken up
in 1841-42, everything being regarded, henceforth, as
part of Brancifort. In 1845 the lands, buildings, and
fruit trees of the ex-Mission were valued at less than
$1000, and only about forty Indians were known to remain.
The Mission has now entirely disappeared.
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unspeakable joy at the great work accomplished in her
son; and that is just beginning for the human race.”
With these thoughts in mind he found an artist in a Mr.
Downing, of San Francisco, who, in 1903, painted the
picture that now hangs in the little chapel.
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women. Peralta made another raid in February, but found
nothing but penitence and submission, one chieftain coming
from as far as the San Joaquin River to assure the officer
that he and his people had taken no part in the attack.

In April, 1806, Langsdorff visited Mission San José,
where Padre Cueva hospitably received him, arranged an
Indian dance for his entertainment (which he pictures),
and generally made a holiday in his honor. His first at-
tempt to reach the Mission by boat was unsuccessful; but
on the second attempt, made a few days later, after per-

- petually going astray up wrong channels, he managed to
find a landing ten miles away from the Mission. Of the
Mission buildings, etc., he says:

“ Although it is only eight years since they were begun, they
are already of very considerable extent : the quantity of corn in
the granaries far exceeded my expectations. . . . The kitchen
garden is well laid out, and kept in very good order; the soil is
everywhere rich and fertile, and yields ample returns. The
fruit-trees are still very young, but their produce is as good as
could be expected. A small rivulet runs through the garden,
which preserves a constant moisture. Some vineyards have
been planted within a few years, which yield excellent wine,
sweet and resembling malaga.

“The situation of the Mission is admirably chosen, and ac-
cording to the universal opinion, this Mission will in a few
years be the richest and best in New California. The only dis-
advantage is, that there are no large trees very near. . .. "To -
Tompensate thig dtsxdvamtage; threre are- hr-th!rneighborhood of
the mission chalk-hills, and excellent brick earth so that most _
of their buildings are of brick. The organization of the institu-
tion is enhre;y %e same as at San Francisco. The habitations
for the Indians, las rancherias, are not yet finished, so that at
present they live chiefly in straw huts of a conical form.”

In 1809, April 28, the new church was completed, and
President Tapis came and blessed it. The following day
he preached, and Padre Arroyo de la Cuesta said mass
before a large congregation, including other priests, sev-
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has walked up and down here, even as I saw a procession
of the orphans and their white-garbed guardians a short
time ago. The surrounding garden is kept up in as good
style under the care of the sisters as it was in early days
by the padres.

What a fine location it is! With beautiful rolling hills
behind, the Mission Peak to the south, the front view lead-
ing the eye over fertile meadows and pasture land to what
was once swamp land, — but now reclaimed and more pro-
ductive than the dreams of the padres ever contemplated
for their best hilly soil, — beyond which is the placid and
silvery face of the bay. Even then the eye cannot rest,
for further still on the western shore are trees, foothills,
and the bold Santa Cruz range. During the rainy season
all this verdure and woods is washed clean, and everything
is rich, green, and beautiful. In the summer the green is
contrasted with the gold, and in the fall and winter new
tints come into the leaves about to fall.

The orphanage was erected in 1884 by Archbishop Ale-
many as a seminary for young men who wished to study
for the priesthood, but it was never very successful in this
work. For awhile it remained empty, then was offered
to the Dominican Sisters as a boarding-school. But as this
undertaking did not pay, in 1891 Archbishop Riordan
offered such terms as led the Mother General of the Domin-
ican Sisters to purchase it as an orphanage, and as such it
is now most successfully conducted. There are at the pres-
ent time about eighty children cared for by these sweet
and gentle sisters of our Lord.

The olive trees planted by the padres still bear plenti-
fully, and each February a large crop of rich, juicy olives
is gathered to be pressed for their oil, or put in large vats
and pickled for table use.

The Mission vines were still in existence until 1899,"
when, becoming diseased, they were taken up and not re-
newed, the sisters feeling that wine-making was an industry
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Sheltered and secluded by surrounding hills, that are
rounded and beautifully sloped, and then covered with
richest verdure and a variety of trees in which song-birds
nest and sing, and beneath which peaceful cattle and sheep
graze, it must have been a place of rest, content, and retire-
ment for the poor sick neophytes brought up from San
Francisco.
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days there was a large Indian population, for there were
all the essentials in abundance. Game of every kind —
deer, antelope, rabbits, squirrels, bear, ducks, geese, doves,
and quail — yet abound; roots of every edible kind and
more acorns than in any other equal area in the State. A
never failing flow of mountain water and innumecrable
springs, as well as a climate at once warm and yet bracing,
for here on the northern slopes of the Santa Lucia, frost
is not uncommon.

What more natural, then, than that the padres should
seek a closer contact with these large masses of unsaved
souls, and diligently work to bring them into the bosom of
the Church!

CHAPEL OF SANTA ISABEL (SAN MIGUEL)

* I have elsewhere referred to the water supply of Santa
Isabel as being used for irrigation connected with San
Miguel Mission. There is every evidence that a large ran-
cherfa existed at Santa Isabel, and that for many years it
was one of the valued rancheros of the Mission.  Below the
Hot Springs the remains of a large dinm atill exist, which we
now know was built by the padres for irrigation purposca.
A large tract of land below was watered by it, sud we lunwve
& number of reports of the annual yicld of grain, show iy
great fertility and productivity. Near the present vanch
house at Santa Isabel are large adobe ruins, evidently nawl
as a house for the majordomo and for the padre on e veyg
ular visitations to the rancherfa. Oue of the lavyger oo
was doubtless a chapel where masn wan maid for the neo-
Phytes who cultivated the soil in this region.

CHAPEL OF BAN ANTONIO DK 1*ALA

The chapel at Pala is perhaps the best known of all the
asistencias on account of its picturesque eampanile. It
was built by the indefatigable Padre Peyri, in 1816, and
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That they loved the dear old asistencia was manifested
by Americans, Mexicans, and Indians alike, for when the
Landmarks Club visited it in December, 1901, and asked
for assistance to put it in order, help was immediately vol-
unteered to the extent of $217, if the work were paid for
at the rate of $1.75 per day.

With a desire to promote the good feeling aimed at in
recent dealings with the evicted Indians of Warner’s
Ranch, now located at Pala, the bishop of the diocese sent
them a priest. He, however, was of an alien race, and un-
familiar with either the history of the chapel, its memories,
or the feelings of the Indians; and to their intense indig-
nation, they found that without consulting them, or his
own superiors, he had destroyed all the interior decora-
tions by covering them with a coating of whitewash.
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about four feet high.
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good team this can be done in a day. Distance 25 miles.

La Puzisima ConcErcidN. Go to Lompoc on the coast
line of the Southern Pacific either from Los Angeles (187
miles, $7.05) or San Francisco (318 miles, $10.70). Car-
riage from livery to the ruins of Old Purisima, thence to
the later one, five miles.

San Luis Osisro. Southern Pacific Railway from
either Los Angeles (230 miles, $9.10) or San Francisco
(253 miles, $7.65), or steamship to Port Hartford and the
Pacific Coast Railway, 211 miles, $6.50. The Mission is
in the town.

San Micuer. The Mission is but a few rods from the
Southern Pacific Station, reached either from Los Angeles
(2738 miles, $10.85) or San Francisco (208 miles, $5.95).
By far the better way, however, is to go to Paso Robles,



























