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FOREWORD

THE William Marsh Rice University was chartered by
its founder in 1891 as William Marsh Rice Institute and

adopted its present name on July 1, 1960. Dedicated to the

"Advancement of Literature, Science, and Art," its first

president was Edgar Odell Lovett. Dr. Lovett was professor

of mathematics and head of the Department of Astronomy
at Princeton University when the Board of Trustees on De-
cember 28, 1907, named him to the office. After careful and
extended planning the institution began its first session on
September 23, 1912, with an entering class of seventy-seven

students. The formal opening was celebrated by an Aca-

demic Festival held on October 10, 11, and 12, 1912, where
internationally renowned scholars presented a series of lec-

tures.

Dr. Lovett served as president through February 1946,

when he became president emeritus. He died August 13,

1957.

He was succeeded as president on March 1, 1946, by
William Vermillion Houston, a distinguished professor of

physics at the California Institute of Technology, who was
formally inaugurated April 10, 1947. Dr. Houston was
forced to retire as president for reasons of health in 1960.

Designated honorary chancellor after his retirement, he con-

tinued to carry on research and teaching until his death on
August 22, 1968. Provost Carey Croneis, professor of

geology, served as acting president in 1960-1961, becoming
chancellor following his temporary service as president.

The University's third president was Kenneth Sanborn
Pitzer, professor of chemistry and dean of the College of

Chemistry at the University of California at Berkeley, who
assumed his duties on July 1, 1961. He was formally inau-

gurated on October 10, 1962, in conjunction with the Aca-
demic Festival celebrating Rice's semicentennial, October

xi
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10-13, 1962. President Pitzer resigned as of September

30, 1968, to accept the presidency of Stanford University.

Frank Everson Vandiver, professor of history, acted as

president from February 1969 until August 31, 1970. He
was subsequently named provost of the University.

Norman Hackerman, fourth president of the University,

was a distinguished professor of chemistry and the president

of the University of Texas at Austin when he accepted the

position of president at Rice. He assumed his duties on

September 1, 1970, and was formally inaugurated on Sep-

tember 24, 1971. The present volume records the cere-

monies and activities of the inauguration.
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NORMAN HACKERMAN
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

NORMAN Hackerman, fourth president of Rice Univer-

sity, had a long and distinguished career as a teacher,

scientist, and administrator before assuming the presidency

at Rice on September 1, 1970.

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1912, he attended Johns

Hopkins University, receiving the bachelor of arts degree in

1932 and the doctor of philosophy degree in chemistry in

1935. He taught for four years at Baltimore's Loyola Col-

lege and simultaneously spent two years as a scientist at the

Colloid Corporation. He left Baltimore in 1940 to serve as

a chemist in the Civil Service at the U. S. Coast Guard Sta-

tion, St. George, Staten Island, N. Y., and accepted an as-

sistant professorship at Virginia Polytechnic Institute in

1941. When Pearl Harbor was bombed a few months later

he joined the U. S. Navy, receiving a commission as lieu-

tenant, junior grade, but was kept at Virginia Polytechnic

teaching future Army officers.

He was called to New York in 1944 to join the Kellex

Corporation, where, as a research chemist, he worked on the

development of atomic energy. This work was completed

in 1945, but President Hackerman has continued to be a

consultant to the Atomic Energy Commission.

He began his very productive association with the Uni-

versity of Texas at Austin in 1945 when he became assistant

professor of chemistry. Rising to full professor in 1950, he

served as chairman of the Department of Chemistry from

1952 to 1961. He also held the position of director of the

Corrosion Research Laboratory from 1948 to 1961. His

administrative responsibilities grew rapidly after 1960. He
was dean of research and sponsored programs 1960-1961,

vice-president and provost 1961-1962, and vice-chancellor
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for academic affairs of the University of Texas System from

1963 to 1967. He was appointed president of the University

of Texas at Austin in 1967 and served until his acceptance

of the presidency at Rice.

President Hackerman has been equally active in national

scientific circles. His research has dealt principally with the

chemistry and physics of surfaces, especially as they relate

to the corrosion of metals. He is author or coauthor of more

than 140 publications.

A member of the Electrochemical Society since 1943, he

served as chairman of the Corrosion Division in 1951, as

vice-president from 1954 to 1957, and as president in 1957-

1958. He was technical editor of the Journal of the Electro-

chemical Society from 1950 to 1968 and has been editor

since that time. He is a member of the Advisory Editorial

Board of Corrosion Science and the editorial board of Ca-

talysis Reviews. A longtime member of the American Chem-
ical Society, President Hackerman was a member of the

Board of Editors of its Chemical Monograph Series from

1956 to 1962 and of the Executive Committee of the Colloid

Division.

As a member of the National Association of Corrosion

Engineers, President Hackerman served on its Board of Di-

rectors from 1952 to 1955 and as chairman of its Intersociety

Corrosion Committee from 1956 to 1958. He was chairman

of the Gordon Research Conference on corrosion in 1950

and the Gordon Research Conference on the chemistry of

interfaces in 1959, and presently serves as a member of the

Board. He is a member of the National Board on Graduate

Education.

A consultant advisor on various aspects of the atomic

energy program at Oak Ridge and the Argonne National

Laboratory since 1950, President Hackerman was elected

in October 1970 to a second term as chairman of the Board

of Trustees of the Argonne Universities Association, made
up of thirty universities to formulate policies of the Argonne
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National Laboratory. In 1968 President Johnson appointed

him to a six-year term on the National Science Board. He
has also served on the National Science Foundation's

Advisory Committee on Mathematics and the Physical

Sciences.

A fellow of the American Association for the Advance-

ment of Science and of the New York Academy of Science,

President Hackerman is also a member of Phi Lambda Upsi-

lon, Sigma Xi, Alpha Chi Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, and the

Faraday Society.

President Hackerman received the Whitney Award of the

National Association of Corrosion Engineers in 1956 and
in the same year was named Palladium Medalist of the Elec-

trochemical Society. The American Chemical Society in

1965 presented him its Southwest Regional Award. His

most recent honor was his election in 1971 to membership
in the National Academy of Sciences.

President Hackerman was married in 1940 to the former

Gene Allison Coulbourn. They have four children and
three grandchildren.



THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND THE FACULTY

OF

William Marsh Rice University

HAVING RESOLVED TO OBSERVE THE FORMAL

INAUGURATION OF

NORMAN HACKERMAN
AS THE FOURTH PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

WITH CELEBRATORY PROCEEDINGS DEDICATED

TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF

LETTERS, SCIENCE AND ART

MOST RESPECTFULLY REQUEST

Yale University

TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE

TO THESE CEREMONIES

TO BE HELD AT HOUSTON, TEXAS

ON SEPTEMBER THE TVVENTY-FOURTH

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE

AT THREE OCLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON

EAST LAWN OF LOVETT HALL

The favor of a reply by August twenly-fiflh is requested

An Institutional Invitation to the Inauguration of

President Hackerman
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A Personal Invitation to the Inauguration of
President Hackerman



z
o
(^
1—1

o

H

H >

(n
O
I—

(

H
U

W

o



u
u
^
a

fa

o
>H W
^ ^
w <
G

U fa< «
H

hJ o<
:^

o Q
H ^
< <
Z d
W K
ffi :^H >

PS

S <'J

O ffi«
fa

en
O
Z
H
U

o



THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

WILLIAM MARSH RICE UNIVERSITY

HEREBY SUMMONS

TO APPEAR AT LOVETT HALL FOR FORMAL

AS THE FOURTH PRESIDENT OF THE

WILLIAM MARSH RICE UNIVERSITY

AT THREE O'CLOCK

ON FRIDAY THE TWENTY-FOURTH OF SEPTEMBER

NINETEEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE

^'^'^.C4^r^u^ia,,ct-
Chairrnan

Board of Governors

The Summons Delivered to President Hackerman by Mr. Lovett



THE INAUGURATION CEREMONIES

THE FORMAL inauguration of Dr. Norman Hackerman as

fourth president of William Marsh Rice University be-

gan at 6:00 P.M., Thursday, September 23, 1971. At' that

hour H. Malcolm Lovett, chairman of the Board of Gov-

ernors, following in substance a ritual used by English uni-

versities, knocked on the door of the President's House and

presented President Hackerman with the Board's formal

summons to appear for his inauguration at 3:00 p.m. the

following day.

Delegates and special guests for the inauguration began

to arrive the next morning and were registered in the Grand
Hall of the Rice Memorial Center. These delegates repre-

sented 175 institutions of higher learning and 50 learned and

professional societies. Many other institutions not repre-

sented by delegates sent formal greetings.

Student guides escorted the delegates and guests on tours

of the campus and then took them to lunch in one of the

six men's residential colleges—Baker, Hanszen, Lovett, Sid

Richardson, Wiess, and Will Rice—or in one of the two

women's residential colleges—Brown and Jones.

Robing for the visiting delegates, the faculty, the dele-

gates of the Rice residential colleges, and President Hacker-

man's party began at 2:00 p.m. in Cleveland Sewall Hall.

The academic procession, led by the Rice University Mar-

shals, began at 2:30 p.m. The delegates from outside in-

stitutions and the Rice residential colleges proceeded from

Sewall Hall around the south end of Lovett Hall and were

seated south of the middle aisle on the lawn facing Lovett

Hall. The faculty marched through the cloisters of Lovett

Hall and around the north end of the building to take their

seats across the aisle from the delegates. President Hacker-

man's party then took its place on the speakers' stand in

front of the Lovett Hall Sallyport.
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Chairman Lovett Delivers Summons to President Hackerman

Left to right: President Hackerman, daughter Pat Hackerman (Mrs.
Raymond) Rosenthal, daughter-in-law Mary (Mrs. Stephen M.)
Hackerman, grandson Christopher Neil, Mrs. Norman Hackerman,
daughters Katy and Sally, and Mr. Lovett. (Houston Chronicle

Photo)

The Rice Band under the direction of Bertram Roth pro-

vided music for the audience before and during the aca-

demic procession. The Rice Chorale, directed by Robert
Donald Strong, sang "Exultate Deo" before the pro-

cessional.

With Provost Frank Everson Vandiver presiding, the

ceremonies began with the singing of the national anthem.
Professor Niels C. Nielsen, Jr., of the Department of Re-
ligious Studies offered the invocation in the following words:

Almighty God, before whom all the generations come and go,

we seek your benediction for our University on this day of inau-

gural. We pray for those who study and learn in this place, for
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those who teach and bear the responsibihty of admmistration.

Amid all the change of time, give us dedication to seek the truth

which abides. Amid all of man's inhumanity to man, give us dedi-

cation to justice and righteousness. We invoke your blessing on

a new administration and the hopes which this inaugural engen-

ders, of promise for the days ahead. Inspire our common life

together, that good faith and honor may prevail among us. To
learning add wisdom, and to wisdom love for all mankind. May
all who study here and go forth from this University serve you

and their fellowman not with word or thought alone, but in

act. Amen.

The invocation was followed by the singing of the hymn
"Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past."

Dr. Vandiver then introduced Mr. John Lewis Hancock,

Jr., president of the Rice Student Association, who brought

President Hackerman the greetings of the Rice student

body:

It is a great pleasure. Dr. Hackerman, to bring you greetings

and best wishes from the Rice Student Association. The very fact

that it is you whom we honor today is a tribute to your personal

merit, for your nomination was accepted by the students, faculty,

and trustees of the University—a feat not easily accomplished

when groups with divergent interests must agree, but one which

speaks well of both you and the farsightedness of the Rice com-

munity.

During the past year. Dr. Hackerman, you have won the

respect and admiration of many segments of the University. We
appreciate your honesty, your sense of justice, and your courage

to face rather than ignore problems. And yet, on this occasion

the students view the future of Rice University with a great deal

of anticipation. The students are concerned; some are disillu-

sioned; and some are bitter about policy changes in tuition and

financial aid which we feel are detrimental to Rice in her

endeavor to provide educational excellence. We look to you to re-

turn Rice to, and guide her on, the course of continually in-

creasing excellence in the field of higher education.

I offer my sincere best wishes and stand ready to support you

in this endeavor.



12 Rice University

Mr. Gus A. Schill, Jr., president-elect of the Association

of Rice Alumni, then brought the greetings of that group:

It is indeed a pleasure to welcome Dr. Hackerman on behalf of

the Alumni Association as the fourth president of Rice University.

The Alumni Association is of the opinion that it is an integral

part of this University, and we look forward to seeking Dr.

Hackerman's advice and counsel as to the manner in which we
can work together for the good of this University.

Referring to the faculty as "always the heart, the con-

science, and promise of the University," Dr. Vandiver then

introduced Mrs. Katherine Tsanoff Rrown, lecturer in line

arts, to present the greetings of her colleagues:

It is a signal honor, Dr. Hackerman, to bring you the greetings

of the faculty of Rice University on this occasion. Coming from

the arts, I should hesitate to speak for science and letters, were

it not for the goodwill between disciplines which has been tra-

ditional at Rice since its first happy and confident founding. More
than goodwill, even conversation. Rehind this lies a sense of

common purpose. In a world where all problems, social, ethical,

scientific, and technological, seem to press for simultaneous so-

lution, we know it is futile to deplore a rift between science and

the humanities or to argue over the relative importance of either.

A new consciousness and a new conscience are reexamining all

traditional hierarchies and goals. In this area the students have

contributed as much to the University as the faculty. Rut the con-

cern which unites students and faculty can only be brought to

effective accomplishment through the administration under your

leadership. We shall all need a combination of intelligence,

practical judgment, and vision, remembering that the original

usage of the term emergency in English meant not an unfortunate

crisis but a rising forth.

It is therefore with great pleasure that I bring you an assurance

of friendship and cooperation from the faculty of the University.

Following these remarks by Mrs. Rrown, Dr. Vandiver

introduced the principal speaker, Dr. Logan Wilson, presi-

dent of the American Council on Education and former
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chancellor of the University of Texas. The title of Dr.

Wilson's address was "Rice University's Widening Hori-

zons.

"

As an admirer of your University and the distinguished scien-

tist and educator who is being formally installed as president here

today, I am especially pleased and honored to be with you for

this significant occasion. I bring greetings to one of our most re-

spected member institutions from the American Council on

Education, the largest and most representative association in the

field of higher education.

Let me begin my remarks with a tribute to Rice University. At

a time when colleges and universities are being indiscriminately

lambasted for presumably doing everything wrong, I want to

enter the demurrer that at least some of them must be doing a

good many things right. Rice University, in my judgment, is a

case in point.

Rice is not one of the nation's oldest or largest universities, but

it is unquestionably one of the best. Since 1912 this University

has had a phenomenal growth in its material and intellectual as-

sets; today few other institutions can match the concentration of

resources Rice brings to bear on the central enterprise of higher

learning. Your emphasis here has consistently been on liberal

education, with attention to carefully chosen professional fields.

Scholastic standards have from the start been uncompromising,

and your aim has been excellence. In an era when demands for

expansion often override those for improvement and the forces

of egalitarianism sometimes threaten merit, there is most certainly

an essential role for institutions such as Rice University. I trust

that all of its friends will continue to uphold this University's

autonomy and integrity.

Although I do not subscribe to the mistaken notion that

independent institutions symbolize quality and public institutions

quantity in American higher education, I do believe in the im-

portance of a strong private sector in our pluralistic system.

Public universities themselves benefit from this kind of compe-

tition, and, even more important, our whole society benefits.

As a believer in educational diversity, I was disturbed recently

to note a report that the proportion of university students enrolled
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in private universities has declined to the level that such institu-

tions now account for only 10 percent of the student credit hours

granted by all universities. Since about half of the nation's lead-

ing universities are still in the private sector, however, we should

be aware that this 10 percent constitutes a critical element along

the cutting edge of endeavor where knowledge is advanced most.

Unfortunately, many private and some public institutions now
find themselves in dire circumstances. Their objectives have be-

come confused and their outlooks uncertain. I want to commend
Rice University for resisting a fragmentation of its basic purposes

and for not engaging in the futile endeavor of trying to be all

things to all manner of constituents. Your steady focus on doing

well those things you regard as essential to your intellectual and

moral mission are in my opinion the most fitting use you can make
of your resources in the service, not just of the students enrolled

here, but of all society.

A mistake some of our colleges and universities have made is

to spread themselves too thinly, and consequently to do nothing

very eff^ectively. Your institution, in contrast, has achieved dis-

tinction in selected graduate and professional fields without doing

so at the expense of the undergraduate. Not long ago I read a

"Profile of the Rice Experience" in the Spring issue of the Rice

University Review, and I would judge that the learning environ-

ment provided here for undergraduates has yielded very worth-

while human dividends to your alumni. And these human
dividends, I want to note, are the main reason for being of any

college or university.

Turning now from my general comments about your Uni-

versity, I want next to extend congratulations to all of you and to

Dr. Norman Hackerman—and to add a few cautions and com-

miserations regarding the role he has assumed.

My acquaintance with President Hackerman covers almost two
decades. When I was at the University of Texas in Austin I re-

garded him as one of our ablest department chairmen, and some
years later I was pleased to learn in Washington that he had been

named president there. From conversation with educational

leaders from all over the country, I know that my esteem for him
is widely shared. You have had some eminent academicians as

presidents here at Rice—all but one of whom I have known
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personally—and I think you are fortunate in continuing this tra-

dition with Dr. Hackerman, who, in addition, has already

demonstrated his competence in heading a complex educational

enterprise.

Even though your University has been spared the extremes of

dissension and conflict that have torn many campuses in recent

years, and also is not numbered among those caught in a severe

financial crisis, everybody needs to realize that the lot of any uni-

versity president these days is fraught with difficulties and haz-

ards. Many years ago a professorial quip went the rounds to the

effect that all a university president really needs is a head of

gray hair to lend him an air of distinction and a peptic ulcer to

give him a look of concern. Nobody says it any more.

The responsibilit}' of the office has mounted greatly, but the

corollary authority nearly everywhere has been eroded. Presi-

dential tenure in major universities has gone down to a figure

which weakens continuity of leadership. To remedy this situ-

ation, most institutions need to take a hard look at their division

of labor and get a clearer and more widely understood idea about

who can best do what in accomplishing separate as weH as shared

objectives. As an experienced and skilled administrator, yoiu*

president knows a great deal about university structures and

functions, and I am confident that he will measure up to the full

responsibilities of his office.

Like any other academic president, nonetheless, how well he
can serve Rice University in his capacity depends heavily on how
well all of its constituents—students, faculty, staff, governing

board, alumni, and others—perform their roles. Despite all the

current talk about "power" in academic circles, when an academic

community is functioning at its best, its members—including the

president and chairman of the board—do not resort to power to

influence one another. Power becomes a last resort when per-

suasion is disregarded and consensus is lacking.

In view of the centrifugal forces to be found in any university,

we must all acknowledge that somebody has to maintain cohesion

and to advance broad objectives from a perspective which tran-

scends individual, departmental, and other special interests. I

believe that President Hackerman has this perspective and is a

fair-minded adjudicator. More than that, however, I think he has
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strong leadership qualities that minimize divisiveness and maxi-

mize unity of purpose. Everybody who really cares about the

present and future of Rice University should place a high value

on leadership of this character.

Marshaling the resources necessary to maintain and build this

University as a great center of teaching, research, and public

service is truly a complex and arduous undertaking. Your presi-

dent can at most be a catalyst for bringing together those

individuals and groups without whose united efforts common
goals cannot be reached. Given a shared determination to move
ahead, the opportunity is now at hand for him and for you.

To alumni and others who have known Rice through the years,

I would say that you cannot maintain distinction by standing

still, much less by looking backward. Many of the educational

programs of tomorrow are not likely to be those of today. The
rigidity of some academic disciplines will necessarily give way to

more flexibility, and the rapid growth of knowledge will require

more attention to its organization, synthesis, and dissemination.

Students everywhere are a more heterogeneous lot than they once

were. As the pace of change accelerates, the rate of obsolescence

in previously learned patterns of behavior will also rise, with the

prospect that formal education for some persons may become a

lifelong process. In the future no campus can expect to survive

as a tidy enclave, indifferent to the world around it; inevitably,

there will be more two-way traffic between the campus and the

larger community.

I am confident that with President Hackerman's leadership,

Rice University will respond to the need for change, and also

continue to be an agency of constructive change. I trust that you

likewise will preserve the continuity of your best traditions and

not let your adherence to the merit principle in the pursuit of

excellence be weakened by egalitarian delusions. Promoting

equality of educational opportunity is assuredly a worthwhile

objective for our whole system of higher education and a neces-

sary one in a democratic society, but it is a mistake to assume that

this must imply identity of opportunity in all institutions.

As a well-known educator has remarked, the pace of progress

in human endeavor is not set by the average achievement, but by

the best. Although our system of higher education needs and
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must provide places for the intellectual equivalents of hewers of

wood and drawers of water, we cannot afford to blind ourselves

to what a single Einstein has meant to the advancement of

knowledge.

At this institution, your Ten Year Plan recommits you to being

a "uni\ersity of the highest quality serving not only as an edu-

cational center of excellence for selected students of high

intellectual ability, motivation, and personal qualifications, but

also as a center of creativity where new knowledge and new ideas

result from research and other scholarly-creative activities." In

my judgment, this is a worthy ideal for Rice University. Norman
Hackerman is the kind of leader who has the capabilities you de-

serve and need. I congratulate you on Rice University's widening

horizons and extend my very best wishes for the future.

When Dr. Wilson had concluded his address. Dr. Van-

diver, Mr. Lovett, and President Hackerman advanced to

the rostrum, where Dr. Vandiver said:

Mr. Chairman Lovett, the Roard of Governors of Rice Univer-

sity has requested the appearance today of Norman Hackerman
to be inaugurated as fourth president of William Marsh Rice

University and invested with the symbols and authority ap-

pertaining to that office. Dr. Norman Hackerman, distinguished

scholar in chemistry, member of the National Academy of

Sciences, esteemed educator, former president of the University

of Texas at Austin, is a wise counselor and able administrator. He
comes before you with warm approval of all segments of the Uni-

versity, a man eminently capable of leading Rice forward on the

path of ser\'ice marked out by your distinguished father—Dr.

Edgar Odell Lovett, Rice's first president—and followed by Dr.

William V. Houston and Dr. Kenneth Sanborn Pitzer. I have the

honor and great pleasure to present, sir. Dr. Hackerman.

Mr. Lovett then addressed President Hackerman in the

following words:

As the representative of the Board of Trustees and Board of

Governors of William Marsh Rice University at this ceremony, I

have the honor and the pleasure of confirming, in the presence

of this company, your appointment as president of the University,
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with all of the authority, powers, and privileges pertaining to that

office.

On occasions of this kind it is also customarily expected that a

statement be made as to the commitment of the Boards whom I

represent. Necessarily in the light of my long relationship with

this institution, first as the son of its first president, later as a stu-

dent, alumnus, counsel, member of the Boards of Governors and
Trustees, and more recently as chairman of the latter, any com-
ments which I may make are intensely personal in sentiment and
interest. For that I apologize.

I don't know how many of you have had to appear, as I do, on
a campus presided over for many years by a father (also a

teacher) whose principal academic interests were the mathe-
matics of astronomy and classical Greek. In my position, and
particularly by reason of the location of my father's presence on
most of the days during his years here, namely at my back and
three floors above me, when I start to say something on this plat-

form I am always aware that if I don't say the right thing a thun-

derbolt of Zeus may strike. If he is now where I hope he is, that

thunderbolt might have more force than ever before.

In any event, I believe our commitment to be to support you
and your faculty and students in carrying on the university pro-

gram upon which this institution embarked at its inauguration

fifty-nine years ago next month.

And just what are the functions of a university? I believe the

statement which my father made on the occasion of that inau-

guration put them about as well and clearly as any recent state-

ment I have heard or seen. He said:

"Nevertheless, there has been evolving a composite conception

of the university in some such characterization of its functions as

follows:

"First, from the persistent past, in which there are no dead, to

embody within its walls the learning of the world in living

exponents of scholarship, who shall maintain, in letters, science,

and art, standards of truth and beauty, and canons of criticism

and taste.

"Second, for the living present and its persistence in the future,

to enlarge the boundaries of human learning and to give powerful

aid to the advancement of knowledge, as such, by developing
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creative capacity in those disciplines through which men seek for

truth and strive after beauty.

"Third, on call of State or Church or University, to convey to

its community and commonwealth, in popular quite as much as

in permanent form, the product of its own and other men's think-

ing on current problems of science and society, of government

and public order, of knowledge and conduct.

"Fourth, in support of all institutes of civilization and all in-

struments of progress, to contribute to the welfare of humankind
in freedom, prosperity, and health, by sending forth constant

streams of liberally educated men and women to be leaders of

public opinion in the service of the people, constant streams of

technically trained practitioners for all the brain-working pro-

fessions of our time, not alone law, medicine, and theology, but

also every department of service and learning, from engineering,

architecture, commerce, and agriculture, to teaching, banking,

journalism, and public administration."

In commenting on those functions he said further:

"However, even to those who recognize in pati'iotism, education,

and religion supreme enterprises of the human spirit, education

itself is proverbially a dull subject whose technical details are

sometimes dry as dust. For instance, I am by no means convinced

that a discussion of the metaphysics of the optative mood in

Greek would be especially edifying on this occasion. Then, too,

mathematical studies are poems of a variety better appreciated

when read in private than when declaimed in public. Nor are

you likely moved at this time by any overpowering desire for re-

lief from the perplexity of that dear old lady who said she could

readily make out how astronomers determined the distances and

dimensions, masses and motions, constitution and careers of the

heavenly bodies, but for the life of her she never could under-

stand how they found out their beautiful names."

In the past year you have demonstrated to our satisfaction your

desire and determination to provide the leadership we sought for

the position you hold. You have earned the respect and affection

and captured the interest and support of all members of this

University and of the community in which it is located. For

those achievements, we congratulate you.
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We are confident that with the imagination, innovation, ini-

tiative, inspiration, and integrity which your leadership will pro-

vide, our University will go forward upon its established road of

excellence in the advancement of literature, science, and art

through learning, teaching, and research based on sound scholar-

ship and dedicated application to the task at hand. We do not

expect you and your faculty and students to provide the answer

to the dear old lady's question by determining how the as-

tronomers found the beautiful names of the heavenly bodies. We
will, however, give our full and enthusiastic support to your ef-

forts in seeking that answer.

Completing these remarks, Mr. Lovett then placed

aromid President Hackerman's neck the ribbon bearing the

medallion symbolizing the authority of the presidential

office. Mr. Lovett then retired, and President Hackerman
addressed the assemblage.

Mr. Hancock, Mr. Schill, Mrs. Brown, Dr. Nielsen, Dr. Van-

diver, Dr. Wilson, Mr. Lovett, and members of the Board of

Governors, distinguished and learned guests, ladies, and gentle-

men:

Rice University honors me this afternoon by this inauguration,

and I hope I can bring honor to Rice University in the coming

years.

I have thought much about ceremonies in general and in-

augurations in particular during the past year. As I thought about

this occasion and of my own diffidence with respect to cere-

monials, particularly one in which I was the focal point, I was
concerned. But then it occurred to me that this was an egocentric

point of view. The important point of this ceremony is the con-

tinuity of this University.

I have read with care everything I could find relating to the

origins of Rice University and of the words and deeds of its first

three presidents. And as I read it became clearer to me that in

any field of human endeavor, and especially in the field of edu-

cation, the thread of continuity must not be broken. In this con-

text I would like to quote from the three former presidents of

Rice:
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In The Book of the Opening Dr. Edgar Odell Lovett, in de-

scribing a composite conception of the functions of a university,

noted that we take "from the persistent past, in which there are

no dead, to embody within [the university's] walls the learning

of the world in living exponents of scholarship . . . .

"

Dr. William Vermillion Houston reminded us "Those of us en-

trusted with the opportunity and responsibility of trying to follow

in this high tradition can do no more than undertake to interpret

these early goals, in the light of present-day demands."

And Dr. Kenneth S. Pitzer also spoke in the same vein: "But

the building of a great university is not a task to be completed

in fifty years; furthermore, the maintenance of true excellence is

a never ending task."

From the past, exponents of scholarship. Interpret early goals

in light of present-day demands. True excellence is a never end-

ing task. Continuity.

Continuity. What is it? The dictionary says "quality or state

of being continuous." I like to think of continuity in terms of

depth of background. When the background or backlog of evi-

dence accumulated by other men in other years is ignored, we
start over again and again, perhaps make the same mistakes, and
in the long run accomplish very little more than did our forebears

in whatever the field of endeavor.

Those of you who think of me primarily as a scientist may as-

sume I am talking about scientific and technical achievement—
and I am. But not only of that. President Lovett, again on the

occasion of the opening of this institution, said, "among those

institutions which have made possible the civilized life of men in

communities of culture and restraint . . . [are] the State,

the Church, and the University."

Consider for a moment the State—the endeavor of men to learn

to govern themselves, stretching back to the year 1215 and the

Magna Carta and the beginnings of a concrete effort of men to

govern themselves by rules of decency and humaneness. Con-
sider also the Church, which in all faiths has changed in many
areas in recent years but whose basic concept is still man's re-

lationship with man. And then the University. Name a thousand,

and you would probably have close to a thousand different con-

cepts of what constitutes a university. These range from a
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glorified training school to a scholastic sanctuary, but each

basically is dedicated to the understanding of man and his

universe.

So the thread which stands out clearly through all the ages in

every human endeavor is continuity, via a series of decisions

based on the understanding as well as the mistakes of concerned

men in the past. We must use the best of the knowledge and ex-

perience of the old and add new concepts from the present.

There is the saying "don't throw out the baby with the bath

water." We must not throw away the rich human heritage which
is available to use in the belief that change equates with good.

Save all that is valid and build on it. From the Magna Carta save

the concept of man's human rights; from the doctrines of

the Church save the articles of faith which enable all of us to be-

have more humanely to one another; and from the universities

save the knowledge laboriously garnered and from which have

come the building blocks for much of our modern-day achieve-

ments in the letters, the arts, the sciences. In all of this we must
be prepared to understand that truth is subject to change in the

light of greater understanding.

Continuity. It provides that depth of background which en-

ables us to save the best of other times and pursue the best of the

present. As I stand here in the shadow of Lovett Hall, the first

building to be built on this campus, I see on my right Cleveland

Sewall Hall, the most recent building to be built here. In size and
shape and architectural elegance it belies the fact that more than

half a century separates the two buildings. But tomorrow, when
many of you will help us dedicate this new building, you will see

how the interior has been planned and constructed to fill the

present needs of students and faculty. It is indeed a con-

temporary building, but it could never have been had not the

others gone before.

And so I am brought back to the appropriateness of ceremonies

such as this. For all of you sitting here this afternoon, who
by your presence have indicated your interest and concern in the

continuity of quality education, I hope this ceremony will be for

you, as it is for me, a symbolic act—a rededication of the aims

and purposes of a fine institution as defined by its founder, set in

motion so magnificently by its first president, and continued ex-
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pertly by the second and third presidents, each in his own way.

It is Rice University and the office I am privileged to hold that

you honor today, and I join you in doing so.

With the conclusion of these remarks, Professor Nielsen

pronounced the benediction:

We invoke your blessing, O God, upon what we have said and
done this day. Unite us all, students, faculty, administration,

alumni, friends of this University, in loyalty and dedication with

those who have served here in the past, with others who are yet

to come in the future. The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord
make his face to shine upon you, the Lord lift up the light of his

countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

The band played as the delegates, the faculty, and Presi-

dent Hackerman's party marched back to Sewall Hall.
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PRESroENT-ELECT

Gus A. ScHiLL, Jr.,

OF THE Association
OF Rice Alumni

Presents Greetings
OF the Alumni

Katherine Tsanoff Brown
Greets President Hackerman

FOR the Rice Faculty



Logan Wilson Delivers Principal Address at Inaugural Ceremonies

( Houston Post Photo
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Chairman Lovett Addresses President Hackerman
( Houston Post Photo
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Professor Rorschach PREsroED

AT THE Inaugural Dinner

MacKinlay Kantor
Spoke for Letters

AT THE Inaugural Dinner
(Photo Courtesy of Houston Chronicle)



Professor George W. Beadle
Spoke for Science

AT THE Inaugural Dinner

Jack Joseph Valenti Spoke for Art
AT THE Inaugural Dinner



THE INAUGURAL DINNER

APPROXIMATELY 1,250 delegates, faculty, and guests

assembled in the Crystal Ballroom of the Rice Hotel at

7:30 P.M. on Friday evening, September 24, 1971, for the

inaugural dinner honoring President and Mrs. Norman
Hackerman. Professor Harold E. Rorschach of the Depart-

ment of Physics presided.

The invocation was given by the Reverend Patrick O.

Braden, C.S.B., president of the University of St. Thomas:

Our Father in Heaven, we ask your blessing on Norman
Hackerman and on Rice University, which he shall guide as its

fourth president. We ask that you direct him and sustain him, for

the administration of a great university is a task that no one takes

unto himself lightly. We pray that you assist him and preserve

him in the difficult and rewarding work of being a light and in-

spiration to faculty and students in the process of educating youth

and searching for new knowledge.

Above all, we ask for President Hackerman the gift of wisdom.

The Scriptures teach us: "If thou shalt call for wisdom, and in-

cline thy heart to prudence, then shalt thou understand justice,

and judgment, and equity, and every good path. If wisdom shall

enter into thy heart, and knowledge please thy soul, counsel shall

keep thee, and prudence shall preserve thee. Wisdom is better

than all the most precious things; and whatsoever may be desired

cannot be compared to it." (Proverbs: 2: 3-11, 8: 11)

And for all here this evening we pray: Bless us, O Lord, and

this food, thy gift which we have received from thy bounty.

Amen.

At the conclusion of the meal Professor Rorschach in-

troduced the persons seated at the head table. He then in-

troduced the first of the speakers for the evening:

The Rice Institute was incorporated just eighty years ago in

1891 under a charter that dedicated it to the "advancement of

33
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letters, science, and art. " Our three speakers this evening have

been chosen to symboHze our continued dedication to these

intellectual endeavors, and also for their qualifications as scholars,

public servants, and thoughtful critics.

Our first speaker is the distinguished journalist, novelist, his-

torian, and flier, MacKinlay Kantor. His novels have reflected

an enormous breadth of interest, but he is best known for his

works on the Civil War, and particularly for his novel Anderson-

ville. I had often heard of Andersonville prison. My great-

grandfather immigrated from Switzerland just in time to fight in

the Civil War as a Union soldier. He spent nine months in Ander-

sonville and lived to tell about it. I failed to realize the magnitude
of that accomplishment until I lived it myself through MacKinlay
Kantor's book. He is a writer of fiction, but of fiction so rich and
authentic that it becomes real. He has been truthfully described

as a handsome man. But he has described himself as a "grand-

father, with hair the color of a close-cropped coonskin coat which
has been left out in the frost." I present to you MacKinlay Kantor.

Mr. Kantor read the following remarks:

Mr. President, Members of the Board of Governors, Faculty,

and Friends:

I rejoice at being your guest in this remarkable inverse society.

Down in my neck of the woods the commercial institutions try to

destroy all the oaks. Here in Houston the banks plant them.

The New York Tribune, one hundred and thirteen years ago,

remarked casually that Comanche outbreaks in the vicinity of

Laredo, Texas, were so common as to be unworthy of mention in

the news.

We moderns from the remaining forty-nine states smile su-

perciliously in awareness that Texans of today are alleged to

dwell in fear of only one form of incursion—the scrutiny of agents

of the Bureau of Internal Revenue.

It is an irony of human conduct that our civilization screams

loudest now for certainty and security, when historically we dwell

under the most appalling uncertainty and insecurity of recorded

time.

The individual wails for his reassurance perhaps because the

very solar system in which we dwell is threatened from within.
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and it may be from without. We wonder if the artisan at his 1871

turning lathe and the ox driver on his 1771 wilderness road were

able more gallantly to accept a personal hazard—to look it in the

face, count the possible cost, and with wry smile accept the risk—

because they fancied that the very planet was unswaying beneath

their feet.

As a conglomerate whole, we people of 1971 have revised moral

and scruple, or else have discarded them completely. It is diffi-

cult to find the young worker today who will admit to, or

will demonstrate, a pride and a joy in the mere doing of

a job. Once there was an epoch which demanded that human
beings should perceive such joy and abide by it, else they might

not acquit themselves with dignity and might never taste the ben-

efit of prowess. It seems today the fashion to demand that the

benefit be granted before the prowess is attained.

Multiple tasks associated with hasty expansion have put a pre-

mium upon speed and kilowatts and the management thereof.

We have gone so far along this buzzing scintillating path that a

reversion to one simple art would be termed commonly a decline.

If, in cruel though still credible fairy-tale fashion, we are pun-

ished for our flimsy sins by mass catastrophe, the few souls who
have decried our prefabricated existence will perish along with

those who have fostered it.

But an American is resilient, charged with humor, and can

laugh at himself across the confused mileage of a century—or in

the bathroom mirror.

I see no reason to be surprised at our guilt in so many neglects,

malformations, and weird inversions through our approach to sci-

ence. We have been committing those same crimes in our culture

for a long time.

Those of you who are familiar with the bald or southern cy-

press, Taxodium distichum, may recall that the cypress yields a

plenitude of distorted root growths called "knees," whose func-

tion is to aerate the trees' roots when temporarily they are sub-

merged by water. For generations imaginative people have been

amputating those knees, seasoning them, polishing them, and

subverting them to strange uses. The cypress knees have been

made into chairs, hat racks, hall trees, telephone stands, and the

like. They have served practically every purpose except that for
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which the Almighty intended them originally. Their bumpy,
knobby, sometimes phallic shapes crowd the so-called cypress

musemns along the highways, and thence tourists bear them off

to Akron, Milwaukee, or Bangor to be disciplined into gun racks

and television mounts.

Now I am glad to inform the world that we have gone the full

cycle. A kind friend presented my wife with a delectable birth-

day gift—a pair of candles. These were not the traditional tapers,

nor did they resemble any other form of candle. They were can-

dles made into the shape of cypress knees.

I suppose there is some kind of moral here, but I grow weary
trying to pursue it.

The beginning of a vast and complicated crime lay in that sev-

enteenth-century moment when the first slaving vessel dropped
its anchor in an eastern harbor and began to unload its blacks

upon the soil of this continent. The enormity of that event, in all

its ramifications, has bedewed with tears millions of pillows dur-

ing the three and a half centuries which have followed.

Certain exponents of the system used to state that it was no vil-

lainy to bring to useful toil and to Christianity a segment of the

world's population who theretofore had occupied themselves

principally in their native jungles with mutual butchery, head-

hunting, idol-worshipping, and various other forms of savage sat-

urnalia. It was better, they contended, that a black child should

be taught to pick cotton in respectable fashion than merely to

dance a jungle dance.

There were, however, numerous ardent and active foes of this

belief; and one of the outgrowths of the long and bloody Civil

War was the freeing of slaves and the inception of a tortuous ex-

perience which might lead, it was hoped, eventually to their shar-

ing equal facilities with the whites of this Nation.

For a time the South was very much behindhand in its con-

tribution to such a program. When first I went to live in Sara-

sota, the schools for young folks of the colored community were
of the poorest, and in some grades nonexistent. But light was
bound to extend, and reason was bound to prevail. Today the

Negro children are fetched by bus to the once-white schools.

Here the descendants of fonner slaves, whose black ancestors

were cavorting to jungle drums at about the same time that our
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white ancestors were stripping the scalps off the Indians (you

must remember that customarily Indians did not scalp their foes

until the whites taught them how to do so)—these students are

now being exposed to the best of our modern culture which col-

lege-trained minds may offer them. I think they must respond

to such opportunity for participation in the arts with a passionate

gratitude. Great strides are being made. Believe it or not, I have

in my possession a newspaper clipping from our local paper, the

Sarasota Herald-Tribune. In this paper was solemnly set forth

a photograph of black children working in a cultural pursuit.

They were being taught how to do jungle dances.

Truly, I do know a lot of Texas anecdotes, but in reviewing the

situation I decided against employing any of them here tonight.

Instead let me relate a tale concerning one of my favorite peo-

ple in Civil War history: John Singleton Mosby, the Partisan

Ranger from Virginia.

As you probably remember, Mosby kept Washington City

standing on its head for years. He operated chiefly in those Con-

federate counties just beyond the Potomac; and the situation got

so bad that, regularly at night, planks were taken up in the Long

Bridge to prevent Mosby's riding into the Capital City and—God
knows what—perhaps kidnapping the President and his entire

cabinet.

A Federal brigade commander named Edwin H. Stoughton

rode into Virginia and made his headquarters at Fairfax Court-

house. Word went out that Mosby had better take cover. Stough-

ton was hot on his trail.

With only twenty-nine men, John Mosby penetrated ten miles

through the Union Hnes in the middle of a March night and ar-

rived at General Stoughton's quarters.

The Partisan Rangers grabbed the first Yankee sentry they saw,

and the frightened youth answered questions as people held

pistols at his head. He confessed to being a trooper of the Fifth

New York Cavalry. Most of the Rebs went around gathering up

more sentries, and Mosby and five of his men presented them-

selves at Stoughton's front door.

"Who's there?"

"Fifth New York Cavalry, with despatches for General Stough-

ton."
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An aide opened the door and, again with pistols at his head,
admitted that Stoughton was in a bedroom upstairs. They rushed
up and found the general snoring.

Mosby pulled down the covers and slapped the general. You
can guess where he slapped him.

Stoughton sat up in bed. "Who are you?" he demanded
in wrath.

"I'm John Mosby.

"

"Mosby? Mosby?" repeated the general, trying to get the sleep

out of his head. "What are you doing here? Are you a prisoner?"

"No," said Mosby. "You are."

Next morning President Lincoln was signing commissions at

his desk, when the secretary of war burst into the room.

"Mr. President, I have terrible news! Mosby has captured Gen-
eral Stoughton, two captains, and thirty other prisoners, together

with their arms, equipment, and fifty-eight horses!"

President Lincoln agreed that the news was indeed distressing.

He spoke in his characteristic high-pitched nasal voice.

".
. . Although I'm not too much concerned about General

Stoughton. He'll probably be well treated. We can always spare

a general or two. Look at these commissions: I'm making gen-

erals right now. Just made another one, when you came in. But
I do wish that Mosby would leave our horses alone."

Speaking of generals, let me call to mind one evening during
the Korean War.

Our B-29's had attacked Pyongyang in Korea that day, which
was a place nobody liked to go to: about the only high concen-

tration of flak the enemy had. But we found the shower working
in our quarters when we got home to Yokota Air Force Base, and
it hadn't worked for days. Japanese shower .... So we luxuri-

ated accordingly.

After we were dressed, we went over to the club as usual. I

was cradling a double martini and had a steak order just coming
up when I got called on the squawk box. I went to the phone,
and it turned out to be Chuck Bondley, then serving as Rosie

O'Donnell's chief of stafl^. Rosie, whom a lot of you Texans know,
headed our bomber command.

"Get over here to General O'Donnell's quarters right away."
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I began to protest; said that I had a martini in hand and a steak

coming up, and—
"We've got plenty to eat and drink over here, so hurry

up. That's an order.

"

Well, I went back, gulped the martini, gave my steak away to

somebody, and headed for Rosie's cottage I never did see so

many blue Chevrolets as were parked around that little shack of

his. Rooms inside seemed crowded with people, as I could see

through the windows; and out came a braying laugh which

stopped me in my tracks. Anyone here present who ever knew

General Carl A. Spaatz will recognize what I mean.

I went inside and—sure enough—here was Tooey Spaatz him-

self. He had been retired nearly three years but was determined

to see what was going on in the Korean War. Rosie had gotten

hold of everybody else he could get, too. Even Buster Briggs was

up from Okinawa . . . General Stratemeyer from Tokyo, and I

don't know who all.

I told Tooey Spaatz, "You don't know how happy I am to see

you."

He cracked out, "I didn't know we were in love."

I explained, "It's just this, sir: I'm sick and tired of being in a

room filled with folks, and looking around and thinking to myself,

'My God, I'm older than any damn general in this room.'

"

Everybody cut loose with a roar of laughter at that—Every-

body, I say, except General Spaatz. I reaUzed all too late that

Tooey didn't like to be called old. I was a mere forty-six; but still

older than the generals whom I encountered ordinarily. And here

was Tooey Spaatz, aged fifty-nine.

He was kind of tough with me the rest of the evening.

Looking back at it now—well, I did say that it was all compar-

ative, didn't I? You know, at this moment, fifty-nine seems re-

markably young—to me.

There's a story about Chief Justice Hughes and Justice Oliver

Wendell Holmes. The two elderly men were walking slowly

down the street, when a babe—some junior stenographer over

at the Supreme Court—came tripping along on her pretty Httle

high heels and bulging at just the right places. She passed the

eminent jurists; and without a word they halted, turned, and

stood side by side, leaning on their canes and gazing after her.
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Justice Holmes broke the silence. "Ah," he said, "to be seventy

again!"

A year ago my son Tim and I published a book called Hamilton

County. There are ten such counties in the United States, and
you have one over northwest of here. Tim took the wonderful

pictures in the book, and I wrote the somewhat less wonderful

prose.

Still, there's one piece about the Loam family reunion out here

which might please you.

A family spokesman is addressing the Lord On High.

"Just let me say that the Loam family, with their kin and

branches—we're proud folks, but not overbearingly proud.

I guess on the whole we're pretty good neighbors. . . . Oh, we
don't love all our neighbors as ourselves, not by a dang sight!

There's a few mean people in Hamilton County, just like any-

where else. For some kinds of meanness there's but one language

which communicates, and that's a punch in the jaw. Sorry it has

to be that way, but You, dear Lord, will understand.

"We try to lend a helping hand when and where needed, and
we don't go around shouting about it. We try to respect and hon-

or each other, to raise our children to be clean and industrious

and able; to offer loyalty to our families, our communities, our

County—to the Great State of Texas—and above all, to the Unit-

ed States of America.

"When we look out and see our ranges or our wheat, we honor

Thee. We thank Thee for Thy blessings, and for the inheritance

Thou hast awarded us."

Ladies and gentlemen, I am grateful.

Following Mr. Kantor's remarks Professor Rorschach

introduced the second speaker:

Dr. George Wells Beadle is a geneticist, educator, and former

president of the University of Chicago. His work with Edward
Tatum at the California Institute of Technology was the first

major step in which genetic phenomena were related to chemical

activity in the cell. Each chromosome was proven to be respon-

sible for the production of definite proteins which were essential

for the growth processes in living systems. It was as a result of

this work that biologists first began to speak of "cracking
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the genetic code." It has been told that some of his colleagues,

on hearing of his award of the Nobel Prize, sent him a telegram

in code, which, when finally deciphered, said: "George, if you

can't decode this, then give back the money." I now present Dr.

George Beadle.

Dr. Beadle then presented his remarks, which he had en-

titled "Science and the University":

Members and friends of Rice Universit)-:

I am greatly honored and much pleased to have a small part

in these ceremonies that mark Norman Hackerman's inauguration

as Rice University's fourth president and to bring special greet-

ings from the University of Chicago.

In this, his presidency of a second major Texas university, Mr,

Hackerman is in the unusual position of being able to view the

trials, tribulations, opportunities, and satisfactions that inhere

in tliat office at once retrospectively, introspectively, and prospec-

ti\ ely, and, if I were to coin a couple of word analogies, I might

add also expectively and suspectively. I share fully the confident

hope that his reign will be rewarding to all concerned.

Universities have for centuries played vital roles in understand-

ing, enhancing, and transmitting the cultures that are unique to

man. The growth, spread, and influence of the cultural changes

in which they have increasingly participated have compounded
in substance and kind at a rate that could not have been imagined

even a hundred years ago.

Through the cultural advances in which education, formal and
informal, is so important, man's life on earth has in many ways
been improved. He lives longer, eats more regularly, and is less

buffeted by chance than was his lot in even his grandparents' day.

But the rewards of cultural advance have not been gained with-

out social cost. Science, technology, and other components of cul-

tural change have also created problems of kind and significance

that were not only unknown but unimaginable to our forebears.

Man's special ability and propensity to evolve culturally, thus

creating both new opportunities and new problems, began long,

long ago when our mentally advantaged and adventurous ances-

tors of a hundred thousand or more generations back first dis-
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covered that sticks and stones could be used as protective weap-
ons, as tools for food gathering, and for shelter.

These evolutionary enhancements of mental and physical com-
petence conferred advantages in both survival and procreation

and were transmitted to following generations in two ways: ge-

netically and culturally. Thus, man embarked on a unique and
highly significant evolutionary journey in which biological and
cultural inheritance interacted in mutually supportive ways.

At first the pace was slow—painfully so. After toolmaking be-

gan, it was perhaps another million and a half years before man
learned to initiate, control, and carry fire from place to place—
this for warmth, for food preparation, and for conquest. Some-
thing like another half million years passed before plants began
to be deliberately cultivated for food and animals domesticated.

Then the pace of change accelerated. Cultural epochs began to

be recorded in thousand-year spans, then in centuries. Now,
even the passage of a decade markedly alters the world we live

in.

We are the sole species on earth so clearly and completely the

product of two complementary modes of inheritance, one biolog-

ical via genes—DNA; the other cultural, by way of the brain.

Only in the latter do we differ greatly from our closest nonhuman
relatives.

As has often been pointed out, it is through the interaction of

these two kinds of inheritance that our behavior is more flexible,

less reflexive, and less instinctive than that of our fellow creatures.

Our curiosity, imitation, attention span, memory, and imagination

are more highly developed than theirs, and we use these attri-

butes in more intricate ways. We are unique in our ability to

reason. We make and use sophisticated tools and machines. We
are self-conscious. We reflect on the past, think about the future,

and contemplate life and death. We think in abstract and sym-

bolic ways, which make possible language, literature, and art.

Most of us have a sense of beauty, many are religious, and few

lack a moral sense. We are sensitive to many ethical restraints

and learned codes of conduct. In short, we are cultural and social

animals of a unique kind.

We are also unique in that we have the knowledge and the abil-

ity to control both biological and cultural inheritance.
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The first, biological change, which we could direct and control

in man just as we do in the animals we have domesticated and

the plants we cultivate, is slow and difficult of reversal. There

is no consensus as to what we want in man, and even if

there were, many of us would have serious reservations as

to whether we should intervene in determining man's genetic fu-

ture.

Cultural change, on the other hand, is potentially far faster and

thus more readily reversed or changed in direction. John Plutt

of the University of Michigan points out that within a century,

little more than the life span of one of us, we have increased trav-

el speed a hundredfold, our controllable energy resources a thou-

sand times, our speed of communications a million times, and our

rates of computation by a factor of ten million. But even today

there still exist cultures that continue at a stone-age pace,

in which total daily energy per person approximates only two kil-

ocalories. In this prodigal nation of ours the per capita consump-

tion of energy has now reached a hundred times that level.

Unlike biologically inherited traits, cultural attributes could

in theory be completely changed, reversed, or speeded up in a

single generation.

Most of the major social problems we face today are cultural.

You know them well: overpopulation, inequitable distribution

of wealth and opportunity, crime, pollution of environments, ra-

cial and cultural intolerance, inadequate educational systems,

the risks of war, and so on.

It is a cruel paradox that with our intelligence, knowledge, and

resources to travel to the moon and return, control the energy of

the atom, transplant a human heart, synthesize a gene, and soon,

I predict, synthesize a simple viruslike living system, we have not

done better in curing our sociocultural ills. We seem to lack the

will and the collective determination to redirect resources. With

the ever-increasing tempo of change, there is a real danger that

our time may run out—that we may respond too slowly. On the

other hand there is a real counterdanger that we could change

too rapidly. There are some among us who say that we are so

deeply immersed in our social ills that only a major world revolu-

tion can bring about the needed correction—that before we can

improve we must first destroy and then start over. It could be
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done, but the cost of that route is almost unthmkable. The pres-

ent social-pohtical-economic-industrial systems of our advanced
nations are now so complex and delicately balanced that any ma-
jor disruption in but a single component could quickly lead to

mass suffering, rioting, starvation, and death beyond compre-

hension. We should not forget, to mention just one factor, that our

major urban centers, such as Houston, have at hand at one time

no more than a few days' food supply.

Unless we are prepared to accept a terrible cost in human suf-

fering and death, our only sensible alternative lies in speeding

up the now-too-slow process of orderly correction of the many
faults in our present system.

We need not be without hope. Increasingly we see the prob-

lems, often through the prodding of those who are young, who
are oriented toward change, and who have the flexibility, the will,

and the energy required to bring it about. It could be fortunate

that their numbers in this nation have recently increased dramat-

ically, both absolutely and proportionately. The modal age of

the U. S. population has in the past five years dropped from

somewhere in the late thirties to age seventeen. If, as they grow
older, those who are now young can keep their present flexibility

of outlook, their high levels of enthusiasm and determination, and

at the same time acquire further knowledge, insight, understand-

ing, practical know-how, and some patience, we can all have

hope.

I am hesitant to say I am unreservedly optimistic that we will

succeed—that we will devise sensible and effective means of pop-

ulation control, that we will adequately reduce insults to our en-

vironments, that we will abolish poverty, that we will develop

adequate sources of safe nuclear energy, that we will evolve more
sensible systems of ground transportation—and do all the other

things we must do if our future is to be what we now dream it

could be. But I can say I am hopeful—hopeful that our educa-

tional systems at all levels will be up to the challenge; that

the young and the old among us—all of us—will respond con-

structively to our opportunities and not cop out in body or in spir-

it as so many are now tempted to do.

Of one thing I am confident—that Rice University has the tra-

dition, the competence, the leadership, and the prospect of ma-
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terial support that will enable it to continue to add to the strength

of this nation's diverse, competitive, and effective system of high-

er education—not yet perfect, but the best we know.

Having thanked Dr. Beadle for his remarks. Professor

Rorschach then introduced Jack Joseph Valenti, president

of the Motion Picture Association of America, as speaker

for the arts:

I am very pleased to introduce Jack Valenti. I knew that

I would sleep better when I learned that he would be here to ad-

dress us tonight. I think he is pleased too. Let me read from his

letter of acceptance to Provost Frank Vandiver: "Dear Frank: I

am all fired up over my forthcoming visit to Rice. I count my
appearance as a University of Houston graduate at the inaugu-

ration of a Rice University president as an act of ecumenism and
tolerance whose dimension is not truly measured. " Jack, let me
just say, that after letting that other place beat us in football, we
are used to kind acts. I present to you. Jack Valenti.

Mr. Valenti then offered the remarks reproduced below^:

"We think and feel differently," said Edith Hamilton, 'TDecause

of what a little Greek town did during a century or two, twenty-

four hundred years ago. What was then produced of art and

thought has never been surpassed and very rarely equalled and
the stamp of it is upon all the art and all the thought of

the Western world."

There is ample proof throughout all the record of Western
civilization that parliament and prince and hero leave but a

smudge in history, a thin, watery line that is sometimes only

barely traceable. But legends and melodies, sculptured stone,

and paragraphs of prose persist, surviving the elements, fantasies,

and generational disruptions, surviving to prosper and enlarge

and become rostrums from which spring ideas which are called

new but which are often only a redemption of older themes.

Beowulf, the Iliad, the Ninth Symphony, Moby Dick, the paint-

ings of Fra Angelico, A Long Day's Journey into Night, Hamlet,

and the film Gone with the Wind have a life expectancy that, by
whatever actuarial table you accept, will be longer than tariff re-

visions or the Corn Laws. Indeed, this fact is so fastened in truth
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that the question in our time is not whether art will survive, but

what shading it will take.

Is art in America high culture or is it turning into pop art? And
if it is, is it art? The modernists think that the worst sins of the

masses in relation to the arts, as Saul Bellow ascribes to Dr. Leslie

Fiedler, are better than the dead virtues of high culture. To
Bellow "American society is being thoroughly bohemianized . . .

and what is art in this bohemianized society? It is a toy." And
Bellow goes on: "Modernism is in the hands of demagogues,

dunces and businessmen. It belongs to the publicity intel-

lectuals."

Yet, isn't it true that art is only half alive, or put the other way,

remains half dead, until it finds a viewer or a reader or listener?

The critic Collingwood says that the artist tells "the audience, at

risk of their displeasure, the secrets of their own hearts." If the

community would know the secrets of the heart, it would need to

be familiar with the poem or the novel or the film to cure it from
"the worst disease of mind, the corruption of consciousness."

My valued friend Saul Bellow believes that this society like

"decadent Bome, is an amusement society." And he says that "art

cannot compete with amusement." Yet in the very process of find-

ing amusement, it is very possible to admire achievement. It is

this possibility that we must preserve.

Arts today are reaching out to the grass roots both in the sense

of participation in some form of expression and in receptivity and
response to art. Is there a community so small any more that it

doesn't have its own resident theater? Or orchestra ... or dance

group ... or cultural activities? The quality of performance is

less important than the being of the enterprise itself. America is

witnessing the building of a public that will give its support to

what is good in art, in all the art forms. This is the kind of foun-

dation that gives birth and lends encouragement to the develop-

ment of the superior in artists and in their artistic reach.

The motion picture is becoming a new literature. It is difficult

for many to accept this concept because we have been wedded for

so many centuries to the notion that literature is print. The word
on a page has permanence. It is the medium of our civilization's

greatest novelists and essayists, and dramatists and philosophers.

But those who will be the gods in the pantheon of arts in the fu-
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ture will more likely work in films, where the word on the page

becomes the vivid and living scene on the screen. Literature will

be enlarged, not diminished. The film, a collaborative medium

combining so many of the arts, offers the gifted artist broader

opportunities to tell the secrets of the hearts to a far larger

audience.

So, I see the film—a magnet to the young, the talented,

the imaginative, the ingenious, the innovative—entering upon

its own most creative period and building its own artistic history

into a long future. The movies are fikely to be, for a great many

of us, the central art of our times.

It is odd, therefore, to note that our government took so long

to affirm politically that which is so necessary socially. It was not

until the administration of Lyndon B. Johnson, the thirty-sixth

President of the United States, and 176 years after the beginning

of the Republic, that the federal government adopted a program

to assist in the funding and stimulation of the arts in America.

The federal slate was blank from 1789 to 1965. It was an omission

that a growing number of Americans by the 1960s found both

shameful and inadmissible, as President Johnson did. He acted.

Congress was stirred and responsive. In President Johnson's

words, "art is a nation's most precious heritage," and it is in works

of art, he said, that "we reveal to ourselves, and to others, the

inner vision which guides us as a nation."

Now you cannot appropriate millions of dollars and make every

man a poet or a painter, or even a filmmaker. But by judicious

expenditures you can enable artistic creativity to take wing. The

artist today who is living in the attic is probably no longer freez-

ing or starving to death, if he has talent. Assistance is now avail-

able to him. At the signing ceremony creating the national En-

dowment for the Arts, the President remarked that the scientists

somehow "always seem to get the penthouse, while the arts and

the humanities get the basement." Well, at last, since that day,

September 29, 1968, the artist is climbing up the cellar steps.

The federal program started with an expenditure of $2.5 miUion

in fiscal year 1966. By the end of the 1972 fiscal year next June

the National Endowment for the Arts, first led by Roger Stevens

and now headed by Nancy Hanks, will have expended $79.5 mil-

lion in federal funds since its creation. As a people we are seeing
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the fulfillment of President Nixon's words that "few investments

in the quality of life in America pay off so handsomely as the

money spent to stimulate the arts." It is a national treasure of

incalculable worth.

But the public must understand that art, in music, poetry,

prose, design, or film, can be corrosive, cutting with a jagged

blade. It can be a political polemic, and often is, intruding on and
into conventional wisdom. If I were to make one prophecy, it

would be the politicizing of art in the years ahead. The old

slogans and the once suitable responses are no longer useful either

as barriers to radicalism or as balm to outraged critics. The flash

and fiery outbreak of creativity will be focused on everyday

living. Since that is where most of us are, then that is where the

focus ought to be. I believe the years ahead will be a quest for

quality, for that softer side of success where the gauge is not how
much but how good.

If art, in whatever form, can function today as a goad to apathy,

a prod to those who believe that there ought to be no change, no
questions; if art can keep us searching for a higher quality of

life, then art will be good. The certainty of pride and arrogance

is always exposed in art. "All arrogance will reap a harvest rich

in tears, " said Aeschylus. "God calls men to a heavy reckoning

for overwhelming pride."

And so, when the world is storm driven and the bad that hap-

pens and the worse that threatens are so urgent as to shut out

everything else from view, we as individuals and as a nation

need to know all the strong fortresses of the spirit created by men
throughout the ages.

Having thanked Mr. Valenti Professor Rorschach intro-

duced President Hackerman:

Rice University and Rice Institute have been served wisely and
well by three previous presidents. They came from distant shores

—Lovett from Princeton, Houston and Pitzer from California—but

they had a vision of Rice as an academic institution of the first

rank, and they met the challenges which had to be met if that goal

was to be attained. Dr. Edgar Odell Lovett was the founder. It

was he who laid the academic foundation for the sound develop-

ment of high competence in letters, science, and art. Dr. William

V. Houston brought maturity to Rice. He was responsible for
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Rice's development in new areas and levels of undergraduate and

graduate study. Dr. Kenneth S. Pitzer was the expander who
brought these beginnings to an unprecedented high level of com-

petence and activity. Our fourth president has already made an

auspicious beginning in building on the work of these three men.

Dr. Norm.an Hackerman comes to Rice from a distinguished

career as scientist, educator, and administrator. Instead of recit-

ing to you his many past accomplishments, I prefer to speak of

the future. The challenge that he faces is in some ways more dif-

ficult than that faced by previous presidents. The problems faced

by today's universities cannot be solved by staying strictly on the

path of custom and tradition. President Hackerman must be an

evolutionist. He must induce, guide, and oversee the changes that

will take place at Rice. Already during the past year, we have

felt his firm hand in the implementation of a new curriculum, a

new form of faculty governance, and a sound reassessment of

goals and reassignment of resources. We look forward to a bright

future for teaching, for scholarship, and for Rice University.

President Hackerman, as a symbol of our hopes for the future, the

students, faculty, and trustees wish to present to you this

medallion. Will you please come to the lectern?

President Hackerman advanced to the rostrum, where

Professor Rorschach presented him with a medallion, a

duplicate of the one which he had received as the symbol

of presidential authority at the inauguration ceremonies

that afternoon but bearing his own name on the reverse.

President Hackerman then responded as follows:

Thank you very much. You've had three stimulating invitations

to thought. You've had an outline of what is to come, and I am
going to do something which is not my wont. I shall be a bit per-

sonal tonight. That's not something that I do well. Don't fike to,

as a matter of fact. Reing a little stronger about it, I dislike doing

it. Yet I had to consider what I wanted to say to you tonight, and

it occurred to me each of us knows that we're the products of our

heritage, but equally we are the products of each human contact

we make. We get shaped, molded, bent, and maybe even broken

by these contacts. And in this room are the majority of all the

people who have had something to do with shaping and molding.
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I leave out all bent and broken. And in fact as I recall the various

incidents which have had something to do with making me what
I am, I find that those things which were the toughest to do and
the most debilitating were the things from which I learned the

most. Now, this is not an invitation to butt your head against the

wall continuously, but I simply want to tell you how grateful I

am to all of you (I am going to be careful not to get too long a

catalogue ) for helping mold the person whom you have entrusted

with a great university. But that's not a proper statement. You
can't entrust a university to one person, but you have entrusted

me to help produce an even greater university. And the people

in here include students at Rice, exciting and excitable; faculty,

many of whom I knew before I came to Rice, some of whom I got

to learn a great deal about recently; my administrative colleagues;

and my staff. I learn from my staff every day; from the Board of

Governors, a dedicated group of people whom I am not quite

sure I understand, who work so hard at a job which is not truly

theirs but which they have taken on; and from my many friends

from other institutions around the world, particularly from those

here in Texas, and I guess especially at the University of Texas

where I spent twenty-five years. I learned a great deal from those

people.

I learned a lot from this group of people sitting at this table.

This is my family, all but three very young ones who couldn't be
here, and they'll be surprised to know I learned from them. In

fact, they probably won't believe it. It is true, though, and from

that very attractive girl I met thirty-five years ago who is this

equally attractive lady here on my right, who has been a very im-

portant counselor and adviser and whose advice I have taken

more often than she thinks I have. All of these have been im-

portant to me personally, and if I am to be of any use to Rice

University, it will be because of all these contacts.

I thank all of you.

Professor Rorschach then declared the dinner concluded.
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University of Texas Systems

University of North Dakota
University of Arizona

Goucher College

Stanford University

McMaster University

University of New Mexico

North Texas State University

University of Oklahoma
Washington State University

California Institute of Technology

Hardin-Simmons University

Texas Lutheran College

Texas Wesleyan College

University of Chicago

Silas W. Schirner

President Earl C. Jones

John N. Carratt

Peter T. Flawn

Charles A. LeMaistre

Mrs. Agnes Alger

Mrs. Alexander Galbraith

Mrs. Champney F. Smith

Theodore E. Swigart

Mrs. Mary Seaton Dix

H. S. Hayre

President C. C. Nolen

Richard T. Howell

Mehemet Wiggen

F. Curtis Michel

William F. McCord

President Joe K. Menn
President William M. Pearce

John S. Ivy

University of Texas Medical Branch, Calveston

C. WilUam Daeschner, Jr.

American University Kurt S. Myers

University of Tulsa Edmund F. Bard

University of Texas at Arlington President Frank Harrison

Southwest Texas State University Billy M. Jones

Carnegie-Mellon University Rudolph R. Dean

Baylor College of Medicine President Michael E. DeBakey
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1905 University of Texas Dental Branch at Houston
Ben C. McKinney

1906 Abilene Christian College Mayor Louie Welch
1909 West Texas State University Toney P. Brown
1911 Our Lady of the Lake College Albert J. Griffith

1912 East Texas Baptist College President Howard C. Bennett

1917 SuL Ross State University President Norman L. McNeil

1922 Midwestern University, Wichita Falls J. Robert Campbell

1923 Lamar University A. J. Johnson

1923 South Texas College of Law President John C. Jackson

1923 Stephen F. Austin State University John T. Lewis, III

1923 Texas Tech University Charles William Shoppee

1924 Dallas Theological Seminary Dean Donald K. Campbell

1925 Texas A&I University R. J. Callaway

1927 Southwestern Assemblies of God College

Reverend Paul Savell

1927 University of Houston President Philip G. Hoffman

1928 Angelo State University President Lloyd D. Vincent

1943 University of Texas Southwestern Medical School

AT Dallas Dean Charles C. Sprague

1946 Dominican College Don J. Scalamogna

1946 LeTourneau College Richard H. LeTourneau

1947 Unwersity of Corpus Christi Bob Gammage
1947 University of St. Thomas President Patrick O. Braden

1948 South Texas Junior College Edward C. Taylor

1955 United States Air Force Academy Elmo Marburge

1956 University of Dallas Donald A. Cowan
1957 School of Theology at Claremont Jon H. Fleming

1960 Houston Baptist College Jerry L. Modisette

1963 University of Texas Graduate School

OF Biomedical Sciences Sumter S. Arnin

1969 University of Texas Medical School at Houston
Robert L. Tutde



DELEGATES OF LEARNED AND
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND

OTHER INSTITUTIONS

1660 The Royal Society, London Charles William Shoppee

1780 American Academy of Arts and Sciences Dillon Anderson

1812 American Antiquarian Society Michael Garibaldi Hall

1837 Philosophical Society of Texas President Carey Croneis

1839 American Statistical Association Charles E. Gates

1844 American Psychiatric Association Irvin M. Cohen

1847 American Medical Association James H. Sammons

1852 American Society of Civil Engineers James R. Sims

1863 National Academy of Sciences Karl Folkers

1871 American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical

AND Petroleum Engineers Edgar A. Rassinier

1876 American Library Association Woodvall Moore

1876 Southeastern Texas Section, American

Chemical Society M. Robert Willcott

1880 American Society of Mechanical Engineers

J. George H. Thompson

1882 American Association of University Women
Mrs. Robert J. Shatto

1884 American Institute of Electrical

AND Electronics Engineers L. B. Cherry

1885 American Economic Association Ervin K. Zingler

1885 The Tau Beta Pi Association Edward Alvin Feustel

1886 Society of the Sigma Xi Frederick D. Rossini

1887 American Physiological Society Harry S. Lipscomb

1887 National Association of State Universities

and Land-Grant Colleges Philip G. Hoffman

1888 American Mathematical Society David Gordon Bourgin

1888 The Geological Society of America Morgan J.
Davis

1888 Marine Biological Laboratory Frank M. Fisher, Jr.

1889 American Academy of Political and Social Science

Herbert C. Allen, Jr.

1893 American Society for Engineering Education

John C. Calhoun, Jr.

56
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1895 American Historical Association Joe B. Frantz

1895 Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

Jack K. Williams

1907 Association of American Rhodes Scholars

Ewell E. Murphy, Jr.

1908 American Institute of Chemical Engineers

W. B. Franklin

1913 American Alumni Council Beatrice M. Field

1915 American Association of University Professors

James R. Cox, Jr.

1915 Association of American Colleges Philip G. Hoffman

1915 Mathematical Association of America Martin Wright

1917 American Association of Petroleum Geologists

George C. Hardin, Jr.

1918 American Council on Education Charles A. LeMaistre

1923 American Institute of Chemists W. O. Milligan

1924 John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation

Roger David Abrahams

1934 National Society of Professional Engineers H. E. Bovay, Jr.

1935 Southern University Conference Herbert E. Longenecker

1943 National Association of Corrosion Engineers

Edward C. Greco

1946 Oak Ridge Associated Universities President H. Willard Davis

1949 Association of NROTC Colleges John A. S. Adams
1949 National Commission on Accrediting Philip G. Hoffman

1950 National Science Foundation Louis Levin

1954 The Robert A. Welch Foundation

President Wilfred T. Doherty

1955 American Nuclear Society A. L. Buffinton

1959 Associated Western Universities C. Victor Beard

1961 Council of Graduate Schools George Holmes Richter

1963 Independent Colleges and Universities of Texas

James M. Moudy
1965 Gulf Universities Research Corporation

President James M. Sharp












