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PREFACE.

The following Essay on the Inspiration of the Bible,

has been prepared from the first part of an interesting

book entitled Lucilla, or the Reading of the Bible,

originally written in French by Rev. Mr. Monod,

recently translated and published by the London

Religious Tract Society. The design of the Author

in that work is to show, in the first place, that the

Bible is the Word of God, and consequently of Divine

authority; and in the second place, that it is at once

the privilege and the duty of all men to read it with

reference to their personal salvation. The first part,

the substance of which is given in the following pages,

is in the form of Letters, and a Dialogue between a

French Abbe, Mr. Lasalle and Lucilla, the wife of

Mr. L., which for several reasons it was thought best

to abridge and condense into a continuous discourse.

In doing this, great care has been taken to preserve

Mr. Monod's argument entire, and his language so far

as was practicable. The portions omitted belong not

to the substance but the form of the discussion ; and

the introduction and the sentences added by the
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compiler, were necessary to connect the different

portions together, and to render the work complete as

an Essay. For the convenience of the reader, the

book has been divided into chapters and sections.

The second part, upon the Reading and Inspiration

of the Bible, which is much larger than the first,

may perhaps be given to the public in an abridged

form at a future day. The pait now published, is

commended to the members of our Sabbath schools

and Congregations generally, as a peculiarly beautiful

and conclusive argument upon a subject of vital import-

ance, with the earnest desire that it may be instru-

mental in leading many to the devout study of that

Word the entrance of which giveth light,

Cambridge, Oct, 1843,



THE

INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE.

INTRODUCTION.

It is a melancholy and an alarming fact

that infidelity, in various forms, is exten-

sively prevalent in our country. Many
openly deny the Divine origin and authori-

ty of the Bible, and oppose all the efforts

by which it is promulgated ; while others

cherish their enmity to the truth in secret.

There are also many who may be called

unbelievers, who do not go to this extent.

They feel a certain respect for religion.

They sometimes wish that they were

Christians. They have had moments of

religious excitement, and have felt the

necessity of giving up their hearts to God.

1*
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But the pleasures of the world, the duties

connected with their position in society,

the cares of life, have absorbed all their

attention, and if the habit which they have

acquired of attending public worship with

their parents and friends has reminded

them from time to time that there is a God,

they rarely think of him except at church.

The reading or hearing of the Scriptures

frequently produces upon such minds a

double impression. On the one hand the

Bible appears to bear such an impress of

truth, and almost of divinity, as disposes

them to believe that those who wrote it

were indeed inspired of God. But, on the

other hand, they see many things so

strange, so opposed to all their natural

feelings, that they have great difficulty in

persuading themselves that they can be

true, and that God can have thus spoken.

Indeed they have great difficulty in believ-

ing that God has ever spoken to man in

any way. A Revelation, Prophets, Mira-

cles !—it appears to them hardly credible
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that such things can be ; and although they

are far from approving all that infidels say

upon this subject, yet false reasonings

sometimes have great influence upon their

minds. They ask in doubt, whether these

marvelous accounts can possibly be true

;

and they really desire that some one would

lay before them the proofs which demon-

strate the divine origin of our holy

religion.

Unquestionably our Sabbath schools

contain many persons who are in this

state of mind. And it is to them that the

following remarks are especially addressed,

in the hope, and with the earnest prayer

that they may be brought to a right decis-

ion upon this momentous question, and

receive with meekness the ingrafted Word,

which is able to save their souls. It is our

design to prove to them that the Holy

Scriptures are inspired of God, and are,

consequently of Divine authority ; and that

it is at once the privilege and duty of all

persons to read them with reference to

their personal salvation.



CHAPTER I.

ON THE OBSTACLES TO FAITH IN THE PROPOSI-
TION THAT GOD HAS REVEALED HIS WILL TO
MEN IN THE BIBLE.

SECTION I.

MULTIPLICITY OF PRETENDED REVELATIONS.

The first that presents itself is this

:

Every nation in the world pretends to a

revealed religion. Each community has

its own, which it has received directly from

God, and which boasts its irresistable

proofs, its miracles, its prophets. To be-

lieve them all is impossible, since they con-

tradict and anathematize each other. But

by what rule shall we choose? To be-

lieve one, and reject all the others, seems to

be manifest partiality. We will be more

consistent, and reject the whole of them.

The logic of this reasoning is at fault;

and the difficulty disappears as soon as it

is thoroughly examined. Let there be as
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many religions as you will, which falsely

boast their Divine origin, this is no proof

that a true revelation does not somewhere

exist. Because there are twenty-three

persons who lay claim to a certain estate,

ought the judges thence to conclude that

there is no legitimate heir, and reject his

pretensions, with those of the other aspi-

rants, without examination.

But this is not all. So many groundless

pretensions furnish evidence that a just

claim does somewhere exist. Falsehood is

in itself so futile, that it would never be

able to make any way, did it not rest upon

some known truth, by favor of which,

it is established in public opinion. Those

twenty-three competitors would never have

thought of producing their false titles, had

not the just claim of the rightful heir first

suggested the idea to them. No one would

have made counterfeit money, had not the

true coin first existed ; and charlatans in

medicine exert so much influence over the

mind of the people, only because there are
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good physicians and real remedies. If God
had not spoken to man, and if he had not

spoken to him from the beginning, what

Rousseau calls " the fantasy of revelations,"

would never have had its rise. And thus,

instead of concluding that there is no true

revelation, because there are so many false

ones, we should say, on the contrary, that

there are so many false ones, merely be-

cause there is a true revelation.^

If it should be objected, that, however

this may be, it is sufficient that so many
false revelations exist, to render it impos-

sible to discriminate between them, and

that were there a true revelation, it would

be vain to attempt the discovery of it in the

midst of so much confusion ; our reply is,

that this would not be so impracticable as

many persons imagine. Much has been

said concerning false religions, in order to

throw discredit upon the true one. There

are, however, but few which seriouslv and

* Pascal's thoughts. Part Second, xvi. 7.
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incontestably assume a divine origin, in

the same sense as does the religion of Jesus

Christ. In other words, there are very few

which offer us a book, whose author is

well known, and which they pronounce

inspired. Yet it is of these only that we
must speak. It would be idle to alledge

against us, the nameless claims of such

religions as have no written testimony, and

of which any thing may be affirmed, be-

cause they are lost in the night of past ages.

We must have something on which to rest

our discussion ; and probably no one will

seriously think of comparing the claim of

the christian religion with those of the

sybilline oracles, or of the lessons of Her-

mes Trismegistus.

We must then confine ourselves to those

revelations which have a written evidence

such as has been specified. Yet even here,

it is maintained, that we shall find the

religion of Jesus Christ, of Moses, of Mo-
hammed, of Zoroaster, of Sanchoniathon,

of Confucius, of Brahma, of Odin, &c. <fcc.
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This we deny. Those who make this

objection, speak according to the philoso-

phers of the last century, who were not

very scrupulous in their assertions. With
the excepiion of Jesus Christ, Moses and

Mohammed, there is nothing solid in the

above allegation. All the other books just

named are of doubtful authenticity, or do not

lay claim to inspiration. It is one thing to

meet with scattered allusions to Divine

aid, and another to find the repeated as-

surance of inspiration, in the full sense of

the word, as is the case in the Bible, and

the Koran.

Reference is made to the revelation of

Zoroaster. But even were not tradition

involved in so much uncertainty, as to

reckon as many as six different Zoroasters

;

and were not the authenticity of the Zenda-

vesta a contested point, as is the case,

still this book is rather a treatise of theolo-

gy, philosophy, and other matters, than a

professed revelation. The author is less a

false prophet than a legislator; which is the
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character given him by Anquetil du Perron;

and he may be compared to Solon and Ly-

curgus, who invoked the authority of the

gods in support of their laws, without

declaring themselves to be prophets.

As to Confucius, he lays so little claim

to this character, that the books of which he

is considered the author are especially dis-

tinguished by the fact, that no trace of the

doctrine of a Divinity, or of a future state,

is to be found in them.^

Of Sanchoniathon we have, only a frag-

ment, and that is more than doubtful. It

has passed through four different hands be-

fore it reaches us. It is to be found in the

fathers of the church, who quote from

Porphyry (the declared adversary of Christ-

ianity,) who quotes from Philon of Biblos,

who quotes the Phenician author.

The Hindoos, indeed, possess books,

which they believe to be inspired, but the

origin of these books is any thing but

* Tennemann, Geshicte der Philosophie. S. 74.

2
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authentic. The most impenetrable mystery-

covers their early history.

Now, let us speak of things that are clear

and tangible. We find no religion, which

claims Divine inspiration for well known
writers, except these three ; that of Moses,

of Jesus Christ, and of Mohammed. And
all these spring from the same source ; for

the religion of Christ is based upon that of

Moses; and Mohammed pretends to rest

his claim upon those of the other two.

The Old .Testament, the most ancient

book in existence, clearly proclaims its

Divine inspiration; and it is from this

common head that all accredited revela-

tions, whether true or false, have their rise,

and among these there are only three

whose authority it is either possible or

necessary to bring to the test.

It may be thought that there are very

few men who are capable of studying and

comparing these three religions, and these

three books. But the labor would not be
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infinite. Indeed it can be confined within

quite narrow limits.

The Judaic and Christian religion hold

together in such a manner, that if the sec-

ond is of God, the first, to which it bears

testimony, must be of God also. And the

Christian religion is so strongly opposed to

Mohammedanism, that if the one is Divine,

the other cannot be so. Without proceed-

ing farther, here is sufficient proof of this,

namely ; If Jesus Christ is God, according

to the Gospel, Mohammed cannot be a

greater prophet than Jesus Christ, as the

Koran teaches, without subverting the

Gospel from beginning to end. This being

the case, we can begin our investigation

with the religion of Jesus Christ. If we
find that its origin is Divine, every

thing will then be said in favor of Moses,

and against Mohammed. We will ex-

amine, in their turn, the claims of the

two others. This order of proceeding is

the more eligible, because all must agree

that appearances, to say the least, are
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more in favor of the Christian religion than

of either of the others. Our discussion is

now much simplified, since this question is

confined to one religion ; and the documents

connected with that religion relate to a

period which is well known. What then

becomes of all the declamation of infidels

about the impossibility of advancing a

single step in the inquiry in which we
are engaged?

SECTION II.

THE GOSPEL REPUGNANT TO HUMAN REASON.

Let us begin, then, by examining the

Christian religion, without prejudice to the

others. But here we are met with an ob-

jection. We do not deny, say many, that

the Gospel, especially in its morality, and

in the character of its Author, possesses

features so admirable, that we are some-

times half inclined to believe it. But this

same religion contains things so incredible,
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that we can neither admit nor comprehend

them. We say with Rousseau, " If I find

in its support proofs which I cannot over-

come, I also find objections against it, which

I cannot resolve. There are so many
weighty reasons for and against it, that not

knowing how to decide, I neither admit nor

reject it. In dubio abstine^ it is said, So I

abstain."

But in such a case, we reply, it is im-

possible to abstain. The Gospel contradicts

general opinion on many points. When-
ever men remain undecided, they adopt

the general opinion, and reject the Gospel.

What Pascal has said, in speaking of the

existence of God, " Not to believe that God
is, is to believe that he is not/ 7

is still more

true of the christian religion. Not to de-

cide in its favor, is to decide against it. "He
that is not with me," said Jesus Christ, "is

against me."

But it is alledged that Christianity is re-

pugnant to human reason in many things.

For instance, that God should become
2*
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incarnate ; that Jesus Christ should be born

of a virgin ; that the innocent should suffer

for the guilty, &c, and that we must be-

lieve all this, whether we can or not, under

the penalty of being burned in hell, through

all eternity.

That men should find in the christian

doctrine things which astonish and alarm

them we can readily conceive. But the

point which we must first elucidate, is this

:

"Is the Gospel of God, or is it not?"

Once convinced that God has spoken, we
may not refuse to admit what he asserts,

whether it be conformable to our opinions

or not. For, in fact, God must know more

about it than we do, and our reason can-

not be degraded by yielding to the reason of

the Creator. We tell our children that it is

the earth which revolves and not the sun.

This is contrary to the judgment of their

youthful intelligence, and even to the testi-

mony of their eyes. They believe it never-

theless, because we tell them so. And they
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are right ; they ought to trust our judgment

rather than their own.

" Yes : But they are quite sure that it is

their parents who speak to them ; but we
are not certain—we never can be certain

that God has spoken to us in the Gospel.

It is this first step that we find it impossi-

ble to take. For it is only by means of our

reason that we can be sure of this, and if

our reason as much revolts at the doctrine

of the gospel, as it is satisfied by its proofs,

what must we do? In this case, our rea-

son must be at fault either on the one hand

or the other ; and might Ave not distrust it

with equal justice, when weighing the ar-

guments in favor of Christianity, as when
scrutinizing its doctrine? 7 '

We answer ; by no means.

To weigh arguments, and to examine

doctrines, are two very different things.

Let us pursue our comparison. If the rea-

son of our children as much revolts at

hearing that the earth revolves, as it is con-

vinced that their parents are addressing
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them, what will they do? Shall we say

that they may as well doubt that we have

spoken, as admit that the earth moves ?

But this is not pretended- It is said, that

the children only want eyes to recognize

their parents; whereas, in order to study

the movements of the stars, it requires

intelligence more than they possess, and

observations which they are unable to

make. Young as they are, they understand

this distinction.

Very true ; and out of the objector's own
mouth shall he be judged. To weigh argu-

ments, to ascertain whether miracles have

been performed, or prophecies accomplished,

only requires an examination of which

reason is capable. But to estimate doc-

trines, to learn what God is, what are his

nature, his will, his desires, requires light

which man naturally does not possess.

Whether the Bible comes from God, or

from men, is, if we may be allowed the

expression, a terrestrial fact, and one which

falls under human observation. But every
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thing concerning the nature, the will, and

the designs of God, is a celestial fact, quite

out of the range of our experience.

But the objector, still insists upon this

simple dilemma. Either reason is able to

guide us, or it is not. In the first case, it

does not need a revelation. In the second,

it would be unable to examine and verify

one.

This is one of those general and absolute

maxims, which, while they appear to

simplify a question, only serve to render it

more intricate. The truth is, that reason

is capable of guiding us in some things, and

incapable in others. It can guide us in all

that concerns experience and observation
;

and this is all that we require in order to

verify the authority of the Gospel. But

with regard to the things of God, it cannot

guide us ; and this alone renders revelation

necessary. It is still like our children, who
can recognize their parents, but who can-

not study the motions of the planets.

Let us make use of another comparison,
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more applicable to this part of our subject.

A blind man cannot find his way by him-

self; but he can perceive whether the voice

of a person who offers to lead him be that

of a friend. He is incompetent in the first

case, because the organ of sight is wanting.

He is competent in the second, because

he possesses tho organ of hearing. There

is no contradiction in this. Neither is there

any in us, when we make use of the facul-

ties which we possess, to ascertain whether

the voice of the gospel is indeed the voice

of God ; and when we afterwards supply

the place of those faculties, by allowing

ourselves to be led by the voice which we
have ascertained to be Divine: distrustful

till the requisite proofs be given ; but after

that, perfectly confiding. For, we need

not be ashamed to confess that our finite

intelligence does not stand less in need of

light from God, than does the blind man of

the eyes of his friend. "Reason," said

Augustine, u would never yield, were it not

convinced that there are cases where it
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ought to submit. It is, then, just that it

should submit, when it concludes that it

ought to do so ; and that it should not sub-

mit, when it concludes that it ought not to

do so. But we must take care not to de-

ceive ourselves.'^

SECTION III.

INCREDIBILITY OF MIRACLES.

It remains for us to inquire whether our

reason can indeed verify the authority of

the Gospel. The proofs of revelation, it is

said, are, and ought to be supernatural ; but

our reason, which is according to nature,

cannot appreciate anything that is super-

natural. What we have called a " terres-

trial fact," seems to many to be of all

things most mysterious and unintelligible

;

for what is more " celestial'
7 than a miracle?

A miracle comes from heaven, it is true

;

but it is performed on earth. It is in this

sense that we have called it a " terrestrial"

* Pascal's Thoughts. Pt. Second, vi. 2.
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fact, which falls under our observation,

in contra-distinction to the thoughts and de-

crees of God, which no man can see, and

which cannot be known without a revela-

tion.

The design of miracles being to prove

the truth of revelation, they do not re-

quire to be revealed themselves. They
are seen exactly as a natural event ; and

those who have seen them bear witness to

others who have not. Did Jesus Christ

rise from the dead? This is a question

of history, which human reason can re-

solve with as much accuracy as if the

inquiry were, "Was Cassar assassinated

in the Roman Senate?" The only differ-

ence that ought to be made between a

miracle and a natural event is, that jus-

tice requires more essential evidence in

favor of the former, because it is more

difficult to believe than the other, and

because its results are more important.

But the miracle being once proved, our

reason, well a/ware that human nature is
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incapable of such achievements, is obliged

to acknowledge the hand of God, and

confess that a religion accompanied by

such signs must be of God.

This you would doubtless concede, had

you seen the miracle with your own eyes.

But you complain that others have seen

for you ; and that witnesses have not been

men of your choice. You exclaim with

Rousseau, " How many men between us

and God."

That is to say, in order to be more free

to reject miracles, you question the validity

of the witnesses, by whose testimony

alone they can be established. But ob-

serve the consequences : If we can be sure

of nothing that we have not seen with our

own eyes, to what would we be reduced?

How many things are there which we on-

ly know by the testimony of others, and

of which nevertheless, we do not entertain

the slightest doubt ! What other proof

have we that there is such a country as

Africa, or that the history of Alexander is

3
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true 1 Suppose that a true prophet should

arise in Massachusetts, at this present

time, who should publicly work real mira-

cles in Boston, in Cambridge, in Worcester,

and in many other places ; does any one

think that no means could be employed to

attest their authenticity, which would

convince other nations, and future ages,

who had not been eye witnesses? Let us

be candid. In reality infidels doubt the

possibility of working miracles far more

than they doubt the possibility of proving

them, should they be performed. If

they were not pre-occupied by the thought,

that miracles are impossible in themselves,

they would soon be led to acknowledge

that a certain evidence suffices to prove

the truth of any fact however strange ; and

that this evidence exists in favor of the

gospel. /
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SECTION IV.

MIRACLES UNWORTHY OF GOD.

One reason why miracles appear impos-

sible, is, that they are thought unworthy

of Him to whom they are ascribed. The
beautiful order of nature, it is said, which

miracles profess to interrupt, is the great-

ness and glory of God. Could he not

magnify one of his works, without detract-

ing from another ?

But should it ever be true that the order

of the material world is the most beautiful

of God's works, it does not follow that the

momentary suspension of its course can be

any detriment to his glory. For not only

would this suspension give more striking

prominence to the habitual harmony of

creation, but also afford an incontestible

proof that God is its author and its mas-

ter. It is not the glory of the work, but

the glory of the workman that is of import-

ance. And what would the objector say,
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if a time should come, when the heavens

and the earth shall be consumed with a

fervent heat, to give place to a "new
heaven and a new earth?" This time

will come, and this miracle of miracles

will assuredly detract nothing from the

glory of God.

But it is a great error to imagine, that

the material world is the most glorious

work of God. The most glorious work
of God, is the world of spirits, the moral

world. "All bodies," says Pascal, "the

firmament, the stars, earth, and its king-

doms, are not worthy to be compared with

the meanest mind ; for it knows all these

things, and it knows itself; but the body

is incapable of knowledge." The high-

est glory of the material world is, that

it typifies and represents to us the phenom-

ena of the moral world, of which it is, as

it were, an emblem and a reflection. "The
heavens declare the glory of God;" and

his invisible perfections are clearly seen

from the creation of the world, "being
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understood by the things that are made."

Thus a tree, which grows and brings forth

leaves and fruits in their season, is the em-

blem of a mind increasing in the knowl-

edge of God, and expanding itself in light

and works of mercy. In this point of

view, comparisons may sometimes be ar-

guments, in spite of the proverb : for the

same hand created the two worlds, and

the same design is observable in both.

This being the case, it may enter into

God's plan, to sacrifice, in some measure,

natural order, to establish and preserve

moral order. Such is the object of a miracle.

It is like an opening wrought in the nat-

ural heavens, that we may perceive the

spiritual heaven that lies beyond.

SECTION V.
/

THE GOSPEL NOT UNIVERSALLY KNOWN.

There is another objection, involving

considerable difficulty, frequently urged

3*
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against the christian religion, namely, the

fact of its not being universally known. It

is indeed predicted that it will penetrate,

at some time or another, to the remotest

nations ; and that it will overspread the

whole earth. Predictions it is said, cost

nothing. But in the mean while it allow-

ed forty centuries to elapse before its

appearance in the world ; and during the

eighteen centuries that have gone by

since its appearance hardly has it reached

a quarter of the human race. How many
men, how many families, how many na-

tions, have perished without having heard

of its existence. Is it credible that a rev-

elation, the knowledge of which would be

indispensable to eternal salvation, should

not be placed within the reach of every

people? What ! from the first—or at

least from the fourth day of creation, the

sun shines upon all men ; and the light of

revelation, so much more essential, is hid-

den from the greater portion of mankind

!

The difficulty here raised, is more seri-

ous than any of the preceding. But it
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does not bear upon religion alone. It con-

cerns the whole of God's plan respecting

his free and intelligent creatures. The
sun sheds his light over the whole world

at once, because this is a thing over which

man has no control. But in all that re-

lates to intellectual or moral progress,

where men can participate in the work,

we every where see that God allows them

to do so, and constitutes them " co-work-

ers " with himself, to use the expression

of Holy Scripture. Neither the light of

civilization, nor the knowledge of the arts,

was at once promulgated among all na-

tions. They were acquired by degrees,

with the help of man, and the labor of

centuries. Let us not complain of this,

God confers honor upon man, when he

thus associates him in some measure with

his works. Why should we be surprised

to see him following, with respect to re-

ligion, the same plan which he pursues in

every thing else ?

It may be replied that the cases are
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very different ; for that ignorance concern-

ing the things just named, does not com-

promise salvation; whereas, ignorance in

religion, according to the belief of Chris-

tians, prevents salvation ; and all these

miserable heathen are lost forever, because

they do not believe in Jesus Christ, of

whom they have never even heard.

But let us exaggerate nothing. The
gospel does not declare this ; neither does

the church. "God will judge the world

in righteousness;" and none will be pun-

ished for being ignorant of that which they

could not possibly know. If the heathen

be condemned, it will not be for having

refused to believe the gospel, but for hav-

ing sinned against the natural light which

is granted to every man. It is for this

reason that the apostle declares them to be

without excuse, in the first chapter of his

Epistle to the Romans.

It is nevertheless true, we repeat, that

here is a real difficulty. But we strenu-

ously deny that there is any reason, on

/
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this account, to decide against the chris-

tion religion. Some men would have

acted differently, had they been in God's

place. This is all. But does it appear to

any one impossible that God should have

designs that we cannot penetrate? And
can he do nothing without having first

submitted it to the approbation of his crea-

ture
;
and that creature sinful and fallible

man ? If men are so averse to the gradual

progress of revelation, it is but just that

they should indicate some other method of

making it known.

Admit for a moment, that a revelation

exists. How would you at once commu-
nicate it to every nation upon earth, with-

out performing miracles more strange, and

in far greater number, than those of the

gospel? This is not all; You require that

revelation should be within the reach, not

only of every nation, but of every man;

and in this you are consistent, for the rea-

sons in favor of each are equal. Well,

suppose that by some means, which we
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cannot conceive, the knowledge of a reve-

lation should extend to every country in

the world. Might it not happen that fu-

ture generations would abandon the re-

ligion of their forefathers, as many Asiatic

nations have left the religion of Christ

for that of Mohammed? What shall be

done in this case 2 According to the objec-

tor, justice would require the whole series

of miracles to be again performed, or noth-

ing would be done. He would cover the

earth with miracles, which he would re-

new every five or six generations
; and yet

he is the declared enemy of miracles.

What a contradiction

!

Many are ready to admit that had there

ever been a time when all men might have

known the revelation, and afterwards aban-

doned it, their ignorance might have been

imputed, if not to each individual, at least

to the whole human race; and although

the difficulty would not then be wholly re-

moved, yet it would have quite another

character than when it was by God's own
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act, not by any deed of man, that the

knowledge of salvation was hid from three

fourths of mankind.

It will perhaps surprise those who de-

mand this condition of faith in the gospel,

to be informed, that it has actually been

furnished. There has been a time when it

depended upon man alone, whether all the

families of the earth should receive, we do

not say the Gospel, but that portion of rev-

elation, which was given to the patriarchs,

and which sufficed to save them. There

has been a"time when it depended on man
alone, whether all men should enjoy the

means of salvation. We refer to the period

immediately succeeding the fall of man,

as recorded in the Bible. As soon as Adam
had sinned, and before the birth of his

children,;God gave~toThim the first prom-

ise of grace,* which announced to sinful

man a future Messiah, by believing on

whom they might (be saved, just as Ave

may be saved by faith in the Messiah al-

* Gen. 3 : 15.
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ready come. Abel believed, and was
saved. What Abel did, Cain might have

done. The children of both might have

done likewise; then their children's chil-

dren
;

all, in short. It is impossible to fol-

low this hypothesis, which, being realized,

would have entirely change 1 the order of

God's revelation. But, in fact, nothing on

God's part has prevented the promise of

grace, introduced into the world immedi-

ately after the fall, from being diffused

wherever sin has extended. That this has

not been the case, is the act of man;

which is just what the objector required.

SECTION VL

DIFFICULTIES OF THE GOSPEL.

But supposing this objection removed,

there are others which seem to stand in the

way of a cordial reception of the Gospel.

There are certain questions continually ask-

ed touching the eternity of God, the in-
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carnation of Christ, grace, everlasting pun-

ishment, and many other points of Chris-

tian doctrines, to which we must simply

reply, " We do not know." We admit

that these are difficulties, inexplicable diffi-

culties ;
but difficulty is not doubt.

A thing may be so clearly demonstrated

that it cannot be doubted ; and yet it may
give rise to questions which cannot be

solved. The reason is plain. To know is

one thing ; thoroughly to understand is an-

other. We may know, we may be fully

convinced of a thing, of which we can dis-

cover neither the hoio, nor the ivhy. Ex-

amples abound in every branch of human
science. In natural history, we know that

a grain of wheat, placed in the ground,

germinates, grows, and produces an ear.

But if you were asked how this takes

place, could you tell ? Suppose that a man
who had no idea of the generation of

plants, should hear you speak of it for the

first time; what questions, what difficul-

ties, what pretended impossibilities he

4
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would suggest ! To all this you would be

obliged to reply in your turn, "I do not

know ;" and yet you would not for a mo-

ment doubt that the ear was produced by

the grain of wheat.

With the naturalist, then, as with the

Christian, difficulty is not doubt. In phi-

losophy, I will, and my arm rises. An im-

material substance communicates motion

to matter. How can you account for this?

We know not, yet we do not doubt.

Mathematical science itself will furnish ex-

amples, with which all are acquainted.

You demonstrate that the asymptote con-

tinually approaches the parabola, without

their ever being able to meet. Again, you

demonstrate that the earth, in its revolu-

tions round the sun, arrived at the point

where the shortest distance separates it

from that luminary, and consequently

where the force of attraction attains its

greatest power, suddenly flies off, as by an

inconceivable caprice, at the moment when

it seems about to precipitate itself therein;
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and that three months after, by a contrary-

caprice, draws near to the sun, which

one would imagine it was on the point of

abandoning forever. Who can account for

this ? But who can doubt it ?

Now the difficulties that we meet with

in every other science, we must not be sur-

prised to find in religion, which is the

highest among them. We cannot explain

a blade of grass, or a flower, and yet we
are astonished that we cannot explain

God ! It may be clearly proved to us, that

the christian religion comes from Him,

without our being able to comprehend why
he has not hitherto conferred its blessings

upon every nation. It may be clearly

proved to us, that Jesus Christ is at once

God and man, without our being able to

comprehend how the Divine and human
natures are united in his person. It may
be clearly proved to us, that eternal pun-

ishment exists, without our being able per-

fectly to understand its necessity.

After all, we only [act towards revela-
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tion, as deists do toward natural religion.

Doubtless, that also, has its mysteries:

nevertheless, they do not destroy the De-

ist's faith, such as it is. Only to mention

one. No one can deny that evil exists in

the world, since all men see it with their

own eyes. Can you explain how it came

there ? Of all mysteries this is at once the

most clearly proved, and the most inexpli-

cable; and reason, constrained to admit

this truth, is not very consistent in refusing

to believe every other.

Yes, we admit that there are many
things in religion which are above our

comprehension, but this neither surprises

nor distresses us. We expected it. We
understand that we cannot understand.

There are difficulties every where. It is

impossible it should be otherwise, not only

for us, but more or less for every created

being. A creature to whom nothing would

be incomprehensible, would stand in God's

place; would see with God's eye; would

be God. It is a contradiction in terms.
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No shadows are visible to him who con-

templates objects illumined by the sun,

from the sun itself; but we, who are upon

earth, see shadows. It is a necessity inci-

dent to our position. For the same reason,

he who contemplates objects from the bo-

som of God, the centre and principle of

creation, finds no obscurity ; all things

being seen, not only in their true light, but

in their true connection with each other.

But for us, for all created beings, there are

difficulties ; there always will be. It is a

law of our nature. It would be unreason-

able, therefore, to seek a religious system

absolutely free from them. We shall never

find one. It neither exists for us, nor for

the angels themselves We must be con-

tent to adopt that which, with the best

proofs in its favor, presents the least diffi-

culties. Mark this, then : There are diffi-

culties in the christian's creed; but there

are fewer than in that of the unbeliever;

and reason alone should lead us to become

christians, because, in order to reject the

4#
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Gospel, we should require a degree of cre-

dulity of which, we trust, few compara-

tively, are capable.

It is then the infidel, who pretends to

believe in nothing, who is the most credu-

lous of the two. Men cannot believe in

nothing. They must believe in something.

For if the Bible is not of God, it is of man,

is it not ? The Bible is of God ; this is the

christian's belief. The Bible is of men;

this is the creed of the infidel. Then we
maintain that his belief is surrounded by

much greater difficulties than ours. Or,

to amplify the idea, if there are difficulties

in the way of the christian's belief, there

are absolute impossibilities in the way of

the infidel's ; and if, in order to believe

what we believe, we must bow down our

heads before God, which we do without

shame, the infidel, in order to believe what

he believes, must contradict what is most

evident in observation, in experience, and

in history.
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CHAPTER II.

ON THE POSITIVE PROOFS OF A DIVINE REVE-
LATION.

It has been our object thus far to show,

that there are no objections which opposers

urge with so much confidence, to which

the gospel has not something substantial to

offer in reply. It is now their turn to de-

fend themselves, and ours to attack ; and

we will do so as systematically, and as

effectually as possible in our narrow

limits.

SECTION I.

THE EXISTENCE OF THE BIBLE TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR.

The Bible exists. We must account for

its origin. Our explanation is this: God
inspired the men by whom it was written,

and revealed himself in it to mankind.
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This explanation has its difficulties. We
have already considered them, and we will

not again revert to them. We will confine

ourselves to a general remark on those dif-

ficulties. They bear almost entirely on

points which depend upon the Divine will

or knowledge. " It is inconsistent with the

wisdom or the greatness of God, to reveal

himself to men;" or, again, " supposing

that God should purpose to reveal himself,

it is incredible that he should have em-

ployed, to that end, the means which the

gospel declares him to have done;" or,

" there are certain doctrines in the gospel,

which are not in accordance with God's

perfections." " God will not," " God
ought not:" such are the unvarying objec-

tions of some
;
for they dare not say, "God

can not." In order to render argument of

this kind conclusive, we should have a

perfect knowledge of the Divine nature.

Do infidels profess this knowledge? And
instead of seeking to discover what God
has done, we pretend, in the first place, to
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judge what he ought to do, may we not be

deceiving ourselves ? This being the case,

the objections referred to are vague and

unfounded. They are conjectures more or

less probable ; but nothing more. We may
say, "we think," we presume," but never

"we know." The explanation which we

give of the origin of the Bible, is in many
respects incredible, according to some men's

opinion; but it presents nothing that is

impossible. It is not absurd.

But, on the other hand, the explanation,

according to which the Bible is an ordinary

book, falsely claiming divine inspiration, is

surrounded with difficulties; bearing not

on so mysterious a subject as the nature of

God, but on what is best known and most

clearly proved among men. This explana-

tion is so strongly opposed to facts, and to

common sense, that you cannot attempt to

support it without falling into absurdities.

Our expressions are strong ; we hasten to

justify them.
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SECTION II.

PROPHECY.

To throw light upon our view of the

subject, let us leave generalities, and fix

our attention on a single point. We choose

prophecy ; and more especially the prophe-

cies concerning the Messiah in the Old

Testament.

Let us first clearly put the question. In

the Old Testament, the last pages of which

were written five hundred years before the

Christian era, we find a great number of

predictions which refer to a future prophet.

In the New Testament we find all those

predictions fulfilled in the history of Jesus

Christ. We explain this without difficulty,

by saying that Jesus Christ was sent by

God, who caused him to be announced to

the world by inspired writers, a long time

beforehand. But they, who believe neither

in the divine mission of Jesus Christ, nor in

the inspiration of the prophets, how can



THE BIBLE. 47

they explain the evident connection be-

tween the prediction and the event ?

They answer by saying, "it is impossi-

ble that a man should announce events

which are to happen in the course of five

or six hundred years, and that they should

take place exactly as he has said."

Impossible ! That is a strong expres-

sion, and one which they have here no

right to use. Let us illustrate our meaning

by a circumstance that happened a few

days ago. In ascending a hill on foot, we
found ourself walking side by side with a

person who was returning from town. We
were admiring the setting sun. He made
some remarks, which led us to remind him,

that it is the earth that moves, and not the

sun. We did not believe that a man could

be found in the country who was igno-

rant of this tact. But he was astonished.

"Impossible!" cried he, looking stedfastly

at us, to see if we were jesting. When he

was convinced that we spoke seriously,

"Impossible!" he repeated. "I see the
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sun rise and set ; and I am very sure that I

feel the earth firm under my feet." We
could not get him any farther. It was in

vain that we brought forth proofs, which

we nevertheless endeavored to suit to his

capacity. His mind was made up; he

would listen to nothing we had to say.

Now we ask, which is the more credu-

lous, this man, incredulous concerning the

motion of the earth, and refusing to hear

any thing contrary to his opinions, or the

scientific man, believing in this motion,

because he has observed, seen, and heard ?

The application is obvious. If you have

not examined the problem of the prophe-

cies, we who examine, who listen, who ob-

serve, are less credulous than you, who
have neither eyes nor ears for this inquiry

;

and who form a fixed opinion before you

have consulted facts, by which you will

not afterwards allow yourself to be con-

vinced. We speak to those who are ac-

quainted with science and its history. Is

it not true, that science first deserved its
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name, from the period when Bacon laid

down this principle :
" First observe facts,

and then seek the theory by which they

may be best explained ?" Well, in religion

we proceed according to the method of Ba-

con ;
observing first, and afterwards draw-

ing our conclusions : and the infidel, pro-

ceeds according to the ancient method,

forming a theory, a priori, and leaving

facts out of the question.

We are here reminded of an argument of

Rousseau, which is often brought forward

as decisive upon this subject. " Three

things," says he, u whose concurrence is

impossible, are necessary to my giving cre-

dence to the prophecies. I must be witness

of the prophecy—witness of the event

—

and thoroughly convinced that the event

could not accidentally coincide with the

prophecy."

This passage will assist us in our illuci-

dation. Rousseau doubtless wishes to have

been witness of the prophecy, in order to

be convinced that there was no fraud in the

5
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prediction. He wishes to have been wit-

ness of the event, in order to be assured

that there was none in the fulfillment.

Lastly, he wishes it to be clearly proved to

him, that the event does not accidentally

coincide with the prophecy, in order to be

convinced that there was no preconcerted

plan. He thus furnishes the infidel with

three ways of explaining the agreement of

the event with the prophecy, independent

of Divine interposition. First explanation:

Either there has been no preconcerted

scheme at all ; it is an accidental coinci-

dence
;
for if there has been any preconcert-

ed scheme, it is not of God, but of men,

who may have arranged the matter in two

different ways. Second explanation: They
may have prepared the event to suit the

prophecy. Third explanation : They may
have composed the prophecy to suit the

event already transpired. With these three

strong holds, the infidel thinks himself well

fortified to resist our attack.
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SECTION III.

IS THE COINCIDENCE OF THE EVENT WITH PROPHECY

ACCIDENTAL?

Let us examine. The accidental coin-

cidence is supposed to be a very simple

means. For why, it is asked, may we not

suppose that the pretended prophets of the

Old Testament have risked certain predic-

tions, which have been accomplished by a

caprice of fortune as it may happen that

dice thrown at random, may present a

number which has been previously men-

tioned ? However precise, however explicit

may be the prophecy, this is not absolutely

impossible.

This is a pure sophism. Let us not dis-

pute about words. " This is not absolute-

ly impossible;" no, if by that you only

mean that it does not imply a contradic-

tion.

But this is not the less impossible, abso-

lutely impossible, with respect to prophecies,
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which possess a certain degree of precision

and explicitness. Neither is it absolutely-

impossible that printed characters, promis-

cuously shaken together and scattered,

should have produced the Bible ; nor that

the order of the universe was formed by

the accidental meeting of atoms in the

regions of space; and, nevertheless, he who
believes this is a fool. It is Rousseau him-

self who says so ; and like the man who
appealed from Philip drunk to Philip sober,

we oppose Rousseau impartial to Rousseau

prejudiced. " You may talk to me as much
as you please of combinations and chances;

what end will it answer to reduce me to

silence, if you cannot persuade me of the

truth of what you advance? And how
will you divest me of that involuntary sen-

timent, which continually contradicts you?

I confess that I ought not to be

surprised that any possible thing should

happen, when the rarity of the event is

compensated by the great odds that it did

not happen. And yet, if any one was to
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tell me that a number of printer's types

jumbled promiscuously together, had dis-

posed themselves in the order of the letters

composing the iEneid, I certainly should

not deign to take one step to verify or dis-

prove such a story. It may be said, I

forget the number of chances : but pray

how many must I suppose to render such a

combination in any degree probable? I,

who see only the one, must conclude that

there is an infinite number against it, and

that it is not the effect of chance."^ Re-

mark this ; and the same principles which

you think incontestable, when they are

adduced to prove the existence of God, bear

in mind when called upon to verify the

arguments in favor of revelation. This is

all we ask.

Our opponents will probably admit that

there are certain combinations that cannot

be the effect of chance ; and consider Rous-

seau's language on the accidental coinci-

* Profession de foi du Vicaire Savoyard.

5#
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dence of the event with the prophecy as

rather absolute. But still, they will main-

tain, prophecies should be very full, very

explicit, in order that this coincidence may
not be admitted. For though we do not

see letters thrown at hazard produce an

iEneid, yet we sometimes meet with singu-

lar coincidences of this kind, and which it

would be difficult to believe, if one were

not constrained by facts to admit their

reality. The newspapers, in giving an ac-

count of a great fire, stated that the same ca-

tastrophy had already happened to the same

town, on the same day of the week and

month, fifty years ago. They have re-

cently spoken of an old man, who died at

the same age, and on the same day of the

year, as his father, and as his grandfather did.

How often do we hear of dreams accom-

plished, or presentiments fulfilled. We do

not, however, on that account, believe in

either dreams or presentiments. They are

the freaks of chance, left entirely to itself.

With the help of human prudence, as might
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be the case in a prediction, it might do

much more. The pretended prophet, by a

skillful calculation
3
might discern the pro-

bable consequences of certain situations

:

or, again, he might clothe his predictions in

language so equivocal, that they could

hardly fail to be accomplished in one way
or another. Thus the Delphic oracle did

not run any great risk of compromising it-

self, in stating that Croesus would ruin a

great empire, if he declared war against

Cyrus ; and Nostradamus, though no sorce-

rer, has made many predictions, which are

realized in the same manner. But what is

more astonishing, the augury of VettiusVa-

lens, who lived five hundred years before

Christ, stated that the Roman power would

last twelve centuries, if it were true that

Romulus had seen twelve vultures, when he

consulted the flight of birds with his broth-

er Remus ; and, in effect, about twelve cen-

turies elapsed between the foundation of

Rome, and the fall of the Western empire.

Tasso sometimes announced the French
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revolution ; and Seneca predicted the dis-

covery of America, with a precision, which,

it is said, the Jewish prophets will find it

difficult to surpass. "Show me in your

Bible, says Collins, a prophecy as clear, and

which has been as exactly accomplished, as

that which Seneca made by mere chance,

concerning the discovery of America, by

Columbus, and I will believe."

To all this we reply : Among the coinci-

dences referred to, there are some which

are indeed remarkable; especially the

augury of Vettius Valens. As to the prophe-

cy of Seneca, which one must be exceed-

ingly prejudiced to compare with those of

the Bible, there is every reason to think

that it is a mere historical recital. It only

affords a proof among many others, that

America was not entirely unknown to the

ancients, having been visited, at a very

remote period, by the Phenician merchant.^

It may be somewhat difficult to convince

* See Didorus Siculus, lib. iv. p. 299, 300. Edit. Rhodoman.
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those who have never read the Bible, or

whose notions of it are superficial, how

different are the prophecies of the Old Tes-

tament, from those with which they are fre-

quently compared. We hope, nevertheless,

to be able to persuade them that this com-

parison is unjust, and their explanation

inadmissible.

What, in fact, do all these examples

prove? That among so many false pre-

sages, or presentiments, which have re-

mained unfulfilled, one or two have been

found which the event has justified. These

alone have been remembered; and the

others, by far the greater number, have

been forgotten. This we can conceive,

while we smile at the freaks of chance, or

these successful attempts of human sagacity;

and we would seek no other explanation of

the prophecies of the Old Testament which

are accomplished in the New, did we see

but one or two predictions among a thous-

and, which fortune might have amused

itself in verifying, leaving all the rest to
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fall to the ground. But the case is quite

different. Here we have a body of prophe-

cies, one resting upon another, all tending

towards the same fact, the greatest revolu-

tion that has ever occurred in the history

of mankind ; and lastly, the whole fulfilled

in so wonderful a manner, that we defy

any man to cite a single one that has been

contradicted by the event.

We shall not content ourselves with

merely asserting this. We shall proceed to

prove it. First of all, observe that the Old

Testament does not merely contain a few

isolated prophecies. Its predictions are so

numerous, and so closely connected togeth-

er, that one might regard the Old Testa-

ment, considered as a whole, every where

anticipating a new order of things, as

forming one great prophecy. As soon as

sin had entered into the world, it announ-

ces, under the name of "the seed of the

woman," a Restorer, who will destroy the

work of the tempter, and raise fallen man.

From this passage, which is found in the
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third page of the book, the Old Testament

is but, as it were, a pre-existing history of

this Restorer, and of a certain kingdom

which he will found upon earth. The

country and the people of the Messiah are

already indicated in the twelfth chapter of

Genesis. He was to be born of the seed of

Abraham, in the land of Canaan, which

God gave to Abraham for this very purpose.

It was this well known promise which led

Abraham to Palestine ; which brought back

his descendants after an exile of four hun-

dred years ; in short, which formed the Jew-

ish nation. It is this which leads Pascal

to say, that "there is a great difference

between a book made by a private individ-

ual, and sent forth among a nation, and

one which itself makes a nation." This

commencement may give the reader some

idea of the prominent part given to the

Messiah throughout the Old Testament.

Take from Roman history the augury of

Vettius Valers, and the twelve vultures of

Romulus, and what does it lose ? Nothing
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more than an interesting anecdote; and

many have learned the history who never

even heard of Vettius Valens. But take from

Jewish history the promise of a Messiah,

and you annihilate it. You can no longer

account for the origin, nor the religion, nor

the manners, of this singular people, whose

distinctive characteristic has always been,

and still is, the expectation of a Messiah.

After the calling of Abraham, you may
trace the course of prophecy throughout

the whole of the Old Testament. You
will see it unfold and display itself, from

age to age, from prophet to prophet, during

an interval of two thousand years, till at

length it is accomplished in Jesus Christ,

whose name signifies Jesus— Messiah.

Each prophet, in his turn, seems to have

been sent only to bear witness of him, and

to add his link to the chain of the narrative

in which we find clearly indicated the

people descended from Abraham, the tribe

of that people, the family of that tribe, the

time, the place, in which the Messiah
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should appear, with all that he should

do, and all that would be done to him.

Hence this profound expression in the

Apocalypse, "The testimony of Jesus is

the spirit of prophecy," Rev. 19 : 10. And
lastly, remember, that, besides all these

prophecies, or rather this perpetual proph-

ecy, the Old Testament contains a suc-

cession of facts and institutions which bear

reference to the Messiah and to his work.

We allude, especially, to those sacrifices

which prefigured a sacrifice to come, and

to which, according to Daniel, the Mes-

siah would put an end. And, wonderful

to relate ! Jesus Christ did indeed put an

end to them. They were constantly of-

fered till his appearance, but ceased al-

most immediately after his death; yet the

Jews have the same reason for offering

them now, which they had before the

christian era, since they are still in expect-

ation of the Saviour, for whom their

fathers waited.

Such is the great prophetic view which

6
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pervades every part of the Old Testament,

and which, in fact, has given to its writers

the name of prophets. Does any one wish

to feel the truth of this ? Open it almost

any where, and you will hardly find a

page which does not afford a glimpse into

futurity; or some direct reference to the

Messiah and his kingdom. Moreover, this

characteristic of the Old Testament is suffi-

ciently proved by the expectation in which

we still see the Jews, who are the disciples

of the Old Testament. We could show

that they looked for the Messiah precisely

at the time of Christ's birth. But it suf-

fices for our purpose, that they have

always expected him; and that, refusing

to recognize him in Jesus Christ, they still

expect him, as we all are witnesses. It is

an unquestionable indication that they

have found in their books, as we have just

said, not only prophecies, but a constant

and general prophecy , of the Messiah and

his kingdom. Should a prophecy of this

nature be fulfilled, it would be preposterous
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to explain it by an accidental coincidence, as

might be the case with one or two isolated

predictions. There can be no comparison

between the prophecies of the Old Testa-

ment and the augury of Vettius Valens,

unless this augury had formed part of a

series of presages, which had succeeded

each other, century after century, from the

foundation of Rome. What do we say?

from the beginning of the world ; and had

announced, with ever increasing precision

the fall of the Roman Empire.

SECTION IV.

ALLEGED VAGUENESS AND OBSCURITY OF PROPHECY.

What has now been said of the proph-

etic character of the Old Testament, will

not be denied by any one who has ever

read it ; but the conclusion which we think

may, and ought to be, drawn from it, may
be rejected on the assumed ground, that

the generality and extent of the prophecy
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do not prevent its accidental fulfillment.

That this book contains a compact and

continuous prophecy, is allowed. But it

is said, this is simply a single prophecy,

re-produced under different forms ; the

prophets having copied one another. Why
then should it not fall in with the event,

as well as the augury of Vettius Valens,

or the prediction of Seneca ? The very gen-

erality of the prophecy, it is maintained,

is a circumstance in its favor ; that which

is more general being also more vague,

and more easily adapted to any applica-

tion it may chance to encounter.

This would all be very well, if we found

in the Old Testament nothing but a gener-

al prophecy. But on this general prophe-

cy rise and rest a multitude of special

prophecies, which enter into the detail of

events, and characterize the Messiah with

a precision which could find no coin-

cidence in mere fortuitous occurrences.

So true is this, that you might collect

materials for writing a brief history of the
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Messiah from the prophets alone, a history

which you would afterwards find in the

New Testament, accomplished, fact for

fact, in Jesus Christ.

Do you inquire at what time the Mes-

siah will appear ? Daniel predicts (9 : 24

—27,) that he will come seventy weeks,

(weeks of years,) or four hundred and

ninety years after the going forth of a com-

mandment to release the Jews from their

captivity, and to rebuild Jerusalem ; and

Haggai, (2 : 6—9,) that he shall honor the

second temple with his presence. (See also

Mai. 3:1.) Jesus appears at the appointed

time, reckoning from the edict of Arta-

xerxes, and often shows himself in the

second temple, which was destroyed by

Titus forty years afterwards, as Daniel

states in the same passage.

In what place" will he be born? Micah

informs us. (5 : 2,) that it is in the tribe of

Judah, in the little town of Bethlehem.

From what family will he descend? To
this a whole train of prophets reply, that

6*
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he will descend from Abraham, (Gen. 12

:

3
;
22 : 18,) in the line of Isaac, (Gen, 26 :

3, 4,) then of Jacob, (Gen. 28: 14; Numb.

24 : 17,) then of Judah, (Gen. 49 : 10,)

and thus in succession to David. Now it is

a fact, that Jesus was born at Bethlehem,

and of the family of David.

Do you wish to know the events of his

life, with those which will precede his

birth, and succeed his death? All this is

written in the Old Testament : and if you

connect the predictions which we are

about to quote, with the corresponding

passages in the gospels, which we shall

also point out, you will find the accom-

plishment as exact as the prophecy is cir-

cumstantial. He shall send a prophet, who
will prepare the way before him. (Mai. 3 :

1 : Is. 40 : 3—5.) You recognize John

the Baptist. He shall be despised and re-

jected of men, Messiah though he be, and

shall exhibit an unheard of union of great-

ness and abasement. (Is. 53.) This cele-

brated chapter has been called a fifth gos-



THE BIBLE. 67

pel. He shall enter into Jerusalem seated

on an ass. (Zech. 9 : 9, compared with

Matt. 21 : 1—9.) He shall be betrayed by

a friend, and sold for thirty pieces of silver,

which shall afterwards be paid to a potter.

(Psa. 41: 9; Zech. 11: 12, 13; with

Matt. 26 : 15
; 27, 3—7.) He shall be con-

demned as a malefactor ; and he shall sub-

mit to his unjust sentence with lamb-like

resignation. (Isa. 53 : 6, 7, 12, with the

entire account of the passion.) They shall

pierce his hands and his feet, they shall

part his garments among them, and cast

lots upon his vesture. (Psa. 22 : 16—18,

with John 19 : 18, 23, 24.) He shall be

laughed to scorn, in the midst of his most

dreadful agonies. (Psa. 22 : 2, 7—9, with

Matt. 27 : 39—44.) They shall give him

vinegar mingled with gall to drink. (Psa.

69 : 21, with Matt. 27 : 34.) Though des-

tined to be buried with the wicked, he

shall, on the contrary, make his grave

with the rich. (Isa. 53: 9, with Matt. 27:

38, 57—60.) When all will seem lost, then
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his triumph will begin. After his death

his work shall be crowned with full suc-

cess
;

and his doctrine, rejected by the

Jews, shall subdue kings and nations, and

at length cover the whole earth. (Isa. 53:

10, 12 ; 49 : 1—8
;
Gen. 22 : 18.)

Are these vague and equivocal predic-

tions, which may be applied to any one,

or which chance alone might undertake to

realize? Produce, in all history, another

man, besides Jesus Christ, to whom the

whole of these facts, though they form but

a small portion of the prophecy, may be

applied
;

a man born in Bethlehem, of the

family of David, at the time when the

second temple was in existence, but shortly

before its destruction ; who was betrayed,

sold for thirty pieces of silver, put to an

ignominious death, like a felon, and never-

theless buried like a rich man ; in short,

who was at once the most despised, and

the most honored of mankind ; and who,

rejected during his life-time, and believed

in only after his death, has produced a

universal revolution in the world.
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It will not be pretended by any sane

person, that the fulfillment of prophecies so

explicit as these can be explained by

chance, like that of the augury of Valens,

or the presentiment of Seneca. But that

which the infidel now will contest is, the

meaning we give to the prophecies of the

Old Testament. He does not consider them

in the same light that we do. He tells us

that there is hardly one that is expressed

in clear and natural terms ; and that the

greater part are so involved in the recital

of contemporary events, that it is very dif-

ficult to distinguish what refers to the

present, from what refers to the future.

Why, it is asked, is not the language of

prophec}^ as lucid as that of history itself?

Take, for instance, the first three or four

predictions that have been referred to.

How do we know that this " Desire of all

nations," of whom Haggai speaks, or, " He
that is to be Ruler in Israel," whom Micah

tells us will be born in Bethlehem, is in-

deed the Messiah ? How can we be sure
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that he is referred to in the " Seed ofAbra-

ham/' or
5
especially in this " Star coming

out of Jacob/' to which one may give

whatever interpretation he likes ? All this

appears to the objector obscure; and he

maintains, that to give any weight to our

argument, it ought to be clear as day.

We admit that a real difficulty is here

raised, and those who are of a contentious

disposition may flatter themselves that it

justifies their unbelief. It may, however,

be removed, and we are confident that all

candid inquirers after truth, will be satis-

fied by the considerations we are about to

offer.

In the first place, we agree that the lan-

guage of prophecy is not, in general, so

clear as that of history. Why? Various

reasons have been assigned. On this sub-

ject we can only form conjectures ; and we
confine ourselves to a single observation.

This partial obscurity of prophecy, harmo-

nizes with the whole of God's providential

plan. For, in the first place, God lays no
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restraint on the freedom of man ; and he

would be obliged to do so with respect to

certain prophecies, if they were such as

this objection requires ; because the ene-

mies of the faith might then undertake to

prevent their accomplishment. They must

be so situated, that they can fulfill the pro-

phecy without being aware of it them-

selves. Then, again, God does not force

man's conviction. He does not render

truth so self-evident, that there remains

nothing for man to do. On the contrary,

he everywhere obliges him to seek and to

pursue it, inasmuch as religion consists rath-

er in the feelings of the heart, than in the

opinions of the mind. This remark is not

applicable to revealed religion only; it is the

same with natural religion. The existence

of God, and the immortality of the soul, do

they seem as clear as the day? If such is

the case, the profession of the Vicaire Savoy-

ard might have been much shorter than

it is. Do not, then, require in favor of

revelation evidence which reason itself does
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not possess ; and since men are satisfied

with proofs in favor of the existence of

God, and of a future state, which suffice to

persuade a candid mind, let them be satis-

fied if prophecies are sufficiently clear to

enable them to ascertain, after the event,

that they had previously announced it.

We have this in the Old Testament ; and

we have still more : We have even all that

is requisite to enable us to foresee the

event; at least when it is of great import-

ance.

Besides, there are in the Old Testament,

prophecies much less obscure than the gen-

erality of those concerning the Messiah.

On this point they could hardly have been

so clear as many desire, without the chris-

tian religion being proclaimed at the same

time as the Jewish, which would have in-

terrupted the progressive march of revela-

tion.

They are involved, it is said, in the re-

lation of contemporary events. This is

true ; but it is by this means that they are
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introduced. What they thus lose in clear-

ness, they gain in depth and extensive-

ness. But we can show other prophecies,

much clearer than these, and nearly such

as the objector requires. A brief history

of Egypt has been written from the prophe-

cies ;
and the predictions of Daniel con-

cerning the four monarchies, gave Rollin

the plan of his ancient history.

But men are not yet prepared to bear

prophecies so precise. They now com-

plain of want of clearness ; they would

then complain that there was too much.
" This is not prophecy," they would say;

"it is history"; and its very clearness

would cause them to doubt. We speak

from personal experience. We have found

more faith required to believe prophecies

perfectly intelligible, than to believe those

which remained slightly veiled till the

time of the event. Because we feel that,

generally speaking, the language of pro-

phecy neither can be, nor ought to be, as

lucid as that of history. We know where

7



74 INSPIRATION OF

to find prophecies in exact accordance with

the objector's ideas, and clear as the day.

They abound in the apocryphal writings.

There is a book, falsely ascribed to Isaiah,

and entitled, "The ascension of Isaiah."

There you will find announced in detail,

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, with the

number of his disciples, their labors in this

world, &c. One might imagine that he

was reading the Acts of the Apostles. But

here it is that you feel the difference be-

tween the work of God, and the work of

man : and I have not the least doubt, that

if the prophecies of the Old Testament had

been written after the events, they would

have been sufficiently clear to betray their

human origin, and to destroy all confidence

in their authenticity. Such as they are,

they possess a degree of light which, we
repeat, enables us, not only to recognize

the event which they predict,—which

would be sufficient,—but also to foresee it.

We must here make an important obser-

vation. If the prophecies of the Old Testa-
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ment are wanting in clearness, when each

is considered separately, the case is altered

when they are regarded as a whole, and

each one is viewed in its connection with

prophecy in general. What would other-

wise be obscure, is no longer so when
placed in this light ; because the promise,

which is every where found, dispels what-

ever uncertainty might remain. Thus

when it is said, " He that is to be Ruler in

Israel,'' will be born in Bethlehem, we
cannot tell, you say, whether the Messiah

or some Jewish prince is meant. We
might reply, that the words which follow,

M Whose goings forth have been from of

old, from everlasting," are sufficient to

clear up any doubt upon this subject ; since

the Messiah only is the everlasting king.

But should this elucidation be withheld,

still there could be no ambiguity here in

the Old Testament, which speaks from the

beginning to the end of a Messiah to come.

The very fact, that you find no one else, to

whom this passage may be applied, com-
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pels us to apply it to the Messiah himself.

The same thing may be said of the u De-

sire of all nations," who should appear in

the second temple.

We are constrained to allow that this

refers to the Messiah, even were we not

convinced by what precedes and what fol-

lows ; especially when we connect it with

this prediction of Malachi, (3:1:) " The
Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly come

to his temple, even the messenger of the

covenant
;
whom ye delight in." The same

observation holds good respecting the words

used to designate the line from which the

Messiah should descend. "The Seed of

Abraham;" "The star of Jacob." The
word " star," is used in the figurative style

of the prophets, to signify one who exerci-

ses high authority, or who occupies a bril-

liant position. This "star," which "shall

come out of Jacob," might apply to any

one in an ordinary book ; but in the Old

Testament it can be no other than the

Messiah. Besides, all these predictions
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hold together, and when we see clearly an-

nounced, (Jer. 33: 15,) that the Messiah

will descend from David, we are com-

pletely assured that we have rightly inter-

preted "the star of Jacob," and the " Seed

of Abraham ;" since descending from Da-

vid, he must necessarily descend from

Judah, Jacob, Israel, and Abraham.

There is one simple argument, however,

bearing upon the point of obscurity in the

prophecies, which will enable us to dis-

pense with every other. The very thing

which many imagine impossible, namely,

to foresee the history of the Messiah, has

been done: and the best proof that the

predictions of the Old Testament are not

involved in such utter darkness, is, that

they were understood by the Jews before

the event. This fact alone, that the Jews

have always expected a Messiah, proves,

at least, that they found no fatal obscurity

in the general prophecy concerning him.

And we shall soon see that they found none

in the more important of the special proph-

7#
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ecies. They understood that the Messiah

would appear at the time when Jesus Christ

was born. They understood this so well,

and so long before the event, that they had

time to communicate their impressions on

the subject to the surrounding nations, and

throughout the whole extent of the Roman
empire. The history of the New Testa-

ment shows us, that this expectation gener-

ally prevailed among the Jews ; and profane

historians inform us, that its fame had

reached even Rome, where they knew not

what to think of it. There is a celebrated

passage of Tacitus, in his narration of the

siege of Jerusalem, (Hist. v. 13:) "If we
may believe the assertion of a great number

of men, it was written in the ancient books

of the priests, that just at this time the east

would acquire the preponderance, and the

empire would fall into the hands of men
coming from Judea." The testimony is

corroborated by that of Suetonius, who
says, speaking also of the reign of Vespa-

sian (i. 4:) "It was an old, firmly estab-

lished and prevalent opinion, in throughout
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the east, that soothsayers had promised the

empire, at this very epoch, to men coming

from Judea." The Jews also understood

that the Messiah would descend from the

house of David; for they called him, as

we see in the New Testament, (Matt. 22

:

42,) and they still call him, " the Son of

David." They understood that he would

be born in Bethlehem, for they gave inform-

ation to that effect to Herod, on the faith

of the prophecy of Micah, which has been

pronounced not sufficiently clear; and it

was for this reason that Herod caused the

children of Bethlehem to be slaughtered,

imagining this "king of the Jews," whom
every one expected, to be a temporal sove-

reign, who would succeed him in authority.

And as the "star of Jacob" has been re-

ferred to, we will add, that it was clearly

understood to mean the Messiah
;
since the

false Messiah, Coziba, took the name of

Barcochab, or " son of the star;" in allu-

sion to this prophecy of Balaam.^

* Basnage, Hist, of the Jews, p. 315.
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SECTION V.

IMPOSSIBILITY OF AN ACCIDENTAL FULFILLMENT.

In view of all this we have reason to

conclude, that the prophecies of the Old

Testament are not so obscure, but that we
can affirm they agree with the history of

Jesus Christ, and this agreement, once ac-

knowledged, cannot be explained by an

accidental coincidence. The prediction is, at

the same time, too full, and too circumstan-

tial. The general prophecy will not allow

us to mistake the sense of the special proph-

ecies, which it concentrates on the Messiah

and his work ; and the special prophecies,

in their turn, will not allow us to magnify

the first imposter into the Messiah, since

they characterize him too exactly to admit

of a mistake. When united, they form a

perfect whole—a mass, a body of predic-

tions, whose accomplishment we cannot

possibly ascribe to accident ; especially,

when you consider that, while so many
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points are verified in Jesus Christ, not one

is contradicted. Were we, in the present

case, to imagine a fortuitous coincidence,

we should consider ourselves as falling into

the grossest error and absurdity. We had

rather believe the miracles of God, than

those of mere chance ; and if we find no

other explanation of the agreement of the

event with the prophecy, to escape the im-

putation of credulity, we see no refuge but

faith.

SECTION V.

ALLEDGED FRAUD IN RESPECT TO THE FULFILLMENT OF
PROPHECY.

Thus the infidel's first strong hold is de-

molished. But he has another. The agree-

ment of the event with the prophecy can-

not be explained without a pre-concerted

plan. Admitted ; but this plan, he says, is

of man, and not of God. Fraud has been

employed in this instance, as in every

revelation, past, present, and to come.
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It is no longer by chance, then, but by

fraud, that you undertake to explain pro-

phecy.

Fraud ! It is very evident that those

who make this unworthy supposition, are

no better acquainted with the New Testa-

ment than with the Old. Had they read

it, even in a cursory manner, they must

have been struck at every page by a can-

dor, a simplicity, a naturalness, not to be

found in the same degree in any other

book
;
and they would have acknowledged

that the apostles had no other reward to

expect for so infamous a deception, than

persecution and martyrdom. Upon the

hypothesis of fraud, how inexplicable is

their conduct and language ! Truly the in-

fidel leaves one difficulty only to encoun-

ter a greater. " The gospel, says one,

bears an imprint of truth so great, so strik-

ing, so inimitable, that its inventor would

be more wonderful than its hero." How-
ever, for the sake of argument, we will con-

sent to do violence to our feelings, and to
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our reason, and will suppose that the apos-

tles intended to deceive men concerning

the prophecies. Could they do so? This

question will suffice us. How would they

have set to work ?

In one of two ways ; they either made
the event for the prophecy, or the pro-

phecy for the event.

Let us suppose that they attempted to

adapt the event to suit the prophecy. The
propnecy existed in the Old Testament.

They had only to make the event to agree

with the prophecy, by purposely arrang-

ing it to that effect. Is there any thing in-

credible in this 3 This supposition, we may
remark in passing, admits that prophecy is

not altogether unintelligible
;
for before the

event could be arranged to suit it, it must

necessarily have been understood.

But how did they make the event agree

with the prophecy? Did they take meas-

ures in order that the predicted events

might really occur? Or did they relate

them as having happened, when in fact,
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nothing of the kind had really come to

pass? Did they direct history, or did they

invent it

?

Let us suppose that they attempted to do

both. Why, in the first place, could not

the principle events in the life of Jesus

Christ, have been so directed as to corres-

pond with prophecy? The Messiah, ac-

cording to Zechariah, would enter Jerusa-

lem seated on an ass. Could not the disci-

ples of Jesus take an ass, and seat their

master upon it, that they might afterwards

be able to say that the prediction of Zech-

ariah had been fulfilled in his person ?

They might, indeed, have done so in

this instance, and perhaps in several oth-

ers. But could they have done so for the

whole prophecy? Consider, a prophecy

comprehending an entire system of predic-

tions, some relating to the most important

events, others to the minutest circumstan-

ces : a prophecy bearing not only on every

fact connected with the life of a man, and

that man the Messiah
;

but, also, on what
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would occur both before and after his ap-

pearance. The absolute impossibility of

this is evident. There were predictions

concerning the infancy of the Messiah,

concerning his birth, the mission of a pro-

phet, who would precede him. Had they

chosen Jesus to be the pretended object of

these prophecies even before he came into

the world ? Did they purposely cause him

to be born in Bethlehem ? Did they send

before him a false precursor, and make a

John the Baptist in anticipation of the

time when they should make a Jesus

Christ ? There were predictions which an-

nounced the Messiah as "a man of sor-

rows, and acquainted with grief," and as

destined to suffer a fearful death. Were
they so assured of Christ's complacency,

that, after having chosen him without his

consent, they could depend upon him to sus-

tain his part to the end, and cause himself

to be hated, persecuted, arrested, cruci-

fied ? But there were also many predic-

tions concerning the enemies of the Mes-

8
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siah. When the Roman soldiers nailed

Christ's body to the cross, and pierced his

hands, and his feet, according to Psalm 22;

when the Scribes and the Pharisees had

accomplished to the very letter another

part of this Psalm, by laughing him to

scorn on the cross, (Psa. 32 : 6—8, with

Matt. 27 : 39—43 ;) when the Jews re-

jected Christ, and clamored for his death

;

and then, a few days after, were converted

by thousands, and adored him as their

Lord and their God; did they thus act in

obedience to the apostles ? And did a few

Gallilean fishermen thus dispose at will of

the Sanhedrim, of the Jewish people, of

Pilate, and of the Roman Empire ?

Apply the same hypothesis to the his-

tory of our own time, and every one will

feel how utterly insupportable it is. Sup-

pose a manuscript should be discovered,

bearing the date of the twelfth century, in

which it should be predicted, that in the

course of six hundred years a man should

be born in Ajaccio, in Corsica, whom a
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terrible revolution would make master of

Prance; who would carry his victorious

arms from the Rhine to the Nile, and fill

the whole world with his fame ; who
would conquer united Europe at Marengo,

Austerlitz, and Jena ; who would be sud-

denly arrested in the midst of his career

;

who would find his power annihilated in

an expedition against a great northern mon-

arch
;
and who, lastly, after a brief exile,

would re-ascend to the throne, again be

driven from it, and be sent to die in a re-

mote and desolate island. Suppose farther,

that certain persons should thence con-

clude, that the author of this manuscript

possessed the gift of prophecy. What
would be thought of the man who should

attempt to silence them by saying, " I can

explain the mystery ; all this is nothing

but a pre-concerted scheme." A secret so-

ciety, aware of this prediction, and wish-

ing it to be considered as a prophecy, have

originated all these events for the purpose

of verifying it."
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We may as well consider this direction

of events impossible ; and inquire whether

it would not be practicable to invent them.

Might not the apostles have related a tissue

of false occurrences, such as would agree

with the prophecy? Could they not de-

clare that Jesus was born at Bethlehem,

though he was actually born elsewhere

;

that he was crucified, though he died a

natural death ; and that his doctrine was

rejected during his life, and received after

his death, though there might be no truth

in either of these assertions ? What hin-

dered them from inventing?

What ! Every thing. History, which in

an age so well known as that of Jesus

Christ—the age of Augustus, Tiberius,

Tacitus, Suetonius—-would never have ac-

credited so flagrant a lie ; while nowhere

do we find the statement of the apostles

contradicted ; nowhere do we find the

slightest trace of the real facts, supposing

this hypothesis to be true. The Jews, es-

pecially, in the midst of whom Jesus
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Christ had lived, in whose presence the

apostles first began to preach, (Acts 2;)

and who were as much opposed to the dis-

ciples as they had been to the master;

would they, we ask, have allowed them to

ascribe to Jesus Christ, not only certain

actions, but a complete history, without

protesting against so shameless an impos-

ture ? And while they sought every oppor-

tunity against the Christians, (Acts 4: 5,)

would they have neglected so easy a

means of confounding them before all the

people ?

These are thoughts which may, indeed,

suggest themselves to the mind of a man
who is looking out for a new hypothesis

the moment his former one fails him, but

which cannot stand before a quarter of an

hour's calm reflection. To revert to the

imagined prophecy of Napoleon. Would
not that man be universally regarded as a

fool, who should affirm that the whole

history of this distinguished personage was

arranged expressly for its fulfillment? But

8*
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should we have a more favorable opinion

of him, who would wave the difficulty, by

saying, that this history was merely a fic-

tion, composed by writers whose interest it

was to verify the prophecy ; and that Na-

poleon never existed; or that he had never

performed the actions which have been as-

cribed to him ?* Yet the assertion would

not be more absurd than that of the infidel,

who accuses the apostles of having invent-

ed the history of their master. In some

respects, we affirm, that it would be even

less so. For besides the fact, that no one

would be so deeply interested in contra-

dicting the false historians of Napoleon, as

would have been the Jews in contradicting

those of Jesus Christ ; the life of Christ oc-

cupies a far different place in the annals of

the world than that of Napoleon. What

!

ancient and modern history, which unite

* There is a pamphlet written by M. Peres, in which the

non-existence of Napoleon, is proved by the same argu~

ments which are used by Dupuy, against the personal exist-

ence of Jesus Christ.
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in bearing testimony to Jesus Christ, would

they unite in bearing testimony to an im-

aginary being ? and would they both rest

upon a tissue of falsehoods, owing to the

inconceivable audacity of the apostles ; and

the still more inconceivable silence of their

adversaries? Leave such hypotheses to a

Dupuy, or a Volney, and think rather with

Rousseau upon this subject. He, with all

his skepticism, never fell so low. Listen to

this remarkable passage: " Shall we say

that the history of the gospel was invented

at will? My friend, it is not thus that

men invent ; and the deeds of Socrates, of

which no one doubts, are less authentic

than those of Jesus Christ. In fact, you

evade the difficulty, without removing it.

It would be more inconceivable that sev-

eral men should agree to fabricate this

book, than that a single one should be

found who could furnish its subject."
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SECTION VI.

WAS THE PROPHECY MADE AFTER THE EVENT?

It is then clear that the second explana-

tion is more inadmissible than the first

;

and that it is absurd to suppose that the

event was made for the prophecy. Let us

consider another supposition, namely, that

the pretended prophecy was made after the

event. But first we ask, Is it necessary to

have seen Napoleon, in order to be con-

vinced of the falsehood of the supposition

which we have just made concerning his

history? All will answer, No. Is it ne-

cessary then, to have seen Jesus Christ, in

order to acknowledge the falsehood of the

analogous suppositions which have been

made concerning his history? Acknowl-

edge, then, that one may be perfectly sure

of an event, without having seen it ; and

that Rousseau was utterly unreasonable in

saying, that he would not admit the truth

of any prophecy unless he had witnessed
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its accomplishment. He has thought fit to

proclaim the necessity of a condition which

is not to be found in prophecy ; which all

generations could not find there, and then,

because this condition is wanting, he re-

fuses to believe. This is mere prejudice,

not candor. Let us now examine the last

supposition.

If men, it is said, cannot do what they

like with history, and with their fellow

creatures, they can with books. Paper is

discreet, and does not complain. We read

of many forgeries of this kind in the his-

tory of letters. Besides, it is not necessary

to suppose that the rohole of the Old Testa-

ment was written after the death of Christ,

but only that the apostles intercalated pro-

phecies relative to the Messiah, which they

inserted after the event.

Those who make this supposition, forget

the place occupied by the prophecies in the

Old Testament. They are found in so

great a number, they form so connected a

whole, they are so involved in the contem-
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poraneous history, that it would have been

easier to re-make the entire book, than to

insert them after the event. Besides, there

was one circumstance which greatly in-

creased the difficulty. When the ten

tribes which formed the kingdom of Israel

separated from that of Judah, they carried

with them the five books of Moses, the

only part of the Old Testament then col-

lected. These books have been preserved

to the present day, by the Samaritans, who
are descended from the Israelites. The
apostles, therefore, not content with chang-

ing the Old Testament, must also have fal-

sified the five books of Moses, as possessed

by the Samaritans, the declared enemies of

the Jews.

But this is the least difficulty. Is it not

very certain, that, if the apostles had com-

posed the prophecies after the event, they

would have made them much clearer ?

Men now complain that they are not

sufficiently precise. But impostors would

have taken good care to avoid this re-
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proach ; and in their anxiety to secure uni-

versal faith in their prophecies, would have

rendered their impostures perfectly trans-

parent. This is our second difficulty.

Here is a third. If the prophecies of the

Old Testament were made after the event,

how is it that the Jews understood them

before ? Where had they read that a Mes-

siah was promised them ; that he would

appear at an appointed time
;
that he would

be born in Bethlehem
;

that he would de-

scend from David, &c. % Had they read

these things in predictions which did not

exist, and which were forged many centu-

ries later ? These questions are unanswer-

able. Let us leave this point, and proceed

to our last difficulty.

The apostles, says the objector, have

greatly altered the text of the Old Testa-

ment. Paper is discreet, and does not

complain. But he forgets that this paper

might fall into the hands of indiscreet

men, disposed to complain. Who were the

natural guardians of the Old Testament?
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The Jews, the priests, the scribes, the

rulers of the synagogues; that is to say,

the murderers of Jesus Christ. It is well

known that the Jews carried their respect

for their sacred books even to superstition

;

so much so, that if in copying the Scrip-

tures, they met with a letter larger or

smaller than the rest, they carefully pre-

served these differences, which are still to

be found in our Hebrew text, and in which

their doctors saw singular mysteries. Ac-

cording to the supposition which we are

considering, they now for the first time lay

aside this excessive veneration, and with-

out scruple consent to the most barefaced

interpretations. And in whose favor do

they make this wonderful exception? In

favor of Christ's disciples, who attempt to

prove by this lie, that He whom these

same Jews have crucified, is the Messiah

and the Son of God.

But granting that the apostles had gain-

ed,—with what ? We know that the apos-

tles had neither money nor credit; but,
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granting that they had gained the guardi-

ans of the Old Testament in Jerusalem

;

granting that they had bought the silence,

the concurrence of the Sanhedrim, of the

priesthood in the city, from the first to the

last of its members ; the opportunity, doubt-

less, was favorable; they took advantage

of the time when these furious enemies of

Christ were discharging the remains of

their wrath on his disciples, were dispers-

ing them on every side, were stoning

Stephen, were persuading Herod to behead

James. We grant, notwithstanding all

these difficulties, that the Old Testament

was altered at Jerusalem to suit the Chris-

tians. We concede much, but still the ob-

jector has not advanced a step towards the

proof of his position.

There existed many other manuscripts

of the Old Testament. There was one, at

least, in every synagogue, that is, in every

city of Judea. But what do we say ? The
Jews had been scattered throughout the

world for the space of two hundred years.

9
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Every where they had Synagogues, and

every where they read the Scriptures on

the Sabbath day. Not only, therefore,

must the apostles have gained the Jewish

priests at Jerusalem, but also the scribes

and elders of every city in Judea, with

those of Antioch, of Rome, of Athens, of

Corinth, of Philippi, of Babylon, of Thes-

salonica, in a word, of the whole world.

Finally, this universal alteration of the

Sacred books of the Jews, brought about

through the co-operation of all the Jewish

priests, scribes, and elders in the world,

was made with such profound secrecy,

that no one has discovered it to the present

day
;
that no remembrance of the authentic

text has been preserved in any manuscript

;

and the deluded Jews, from century to

century, confidently present us with the

same text, which the Christians have al-

tered, while the Jews still retained them in

their own hands ; and altered on purpose

to condemn the Jews ; while it was only

necessary to preserve the text as it was, in
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order to sustain their own hopes, and anni-

hilate those of the Christians.

Is it still maintained that the prophecy

was written after the event 1 It is of no use

;

the infidel must give up the point. There

is no possibility of his holding out any longer

at least in this strong-hold ; which is

his third and last. The truth is, that this

hypothesis contains in itself alone, such an

accumulation of absurdities, that the third

explanation is more incredible than the

second ; and the second is more so than the

first. If there be not a fourth, we, for our

part, are resolved to believe in the inter-

vention of God with regard to prophecy,

that we may not be guilty of an excess of

credulity. Let us review the order of our

argumentation. There are only three nat-

ural explanations, as we have learned

from Rousseau himself, of the agreement

of the event with the prophecy. Either

this agreement is purely accidental :—hut

prophecy is so full and precise, that this is

no more possible than it would be to pro-
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duce a Paradise Lost, by throwing printed

characters at hazard. It is a philosophi-

cal absurdity. Or, the event has been

made for the prophecy ;—but this is no

more possible than that the history of Na-

poleon was arranged or made at pleasure.

It is a historical absurdity. Or, lastly, the

prophecy has been made for the event :

—

but this supposition overturns all the laws

of criticism. It is a literary absurdity.

Turn which way you will, you can find

no other issue. Impossibility, absurdity,

will meet you at every step, and your un-

derstanding will remain unsatisfied, until

at length you yield—which you may
without shame in a contest of this nature

—

and say, with the Egyptian doctors, who
had long withstood Moses, " This is the

finger of God!" Exod. 8 : 19.
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SECTION VII.

UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS.

It is hardly admissible to return to a po-

sition which has been discussed, and per-

haps abandoned ; but in order to give the

objector every opportunity to assail our ar-

gument, and to defend himself, which he

can desire, we will allow here the sugges-

tion of a thought in support of the first ex-

planation, which is the only one of the

three that has even the semblance of com-

mon sense, but which, on examination,

will appear as untenable as the other two.

The thought is this : The Jews do not be-

lieve that Jesus is the Messiah, nor, conse-

quently, that he has fulfilled the prophe-

cies. Nevertheless, they do not believe

that their books have been falsified ; nor

do they deny the principal facts in the life

of Jesus Christ. They must account for

this by supposing the accidental coinci-

dence which has already been considered.

9*
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Is it credible, that a whole nation should

admit an absurdity, and admit it at the

very time when it might be best investi-

gated?

" A whole nation !" That is going rather

too far. Many Jews believed in Jesus

Christ. When Paul took his last journey

to Jerusalem, the converted Jews were

reckoned by many thousands, Acts 21 : 20.

If, admitting the fulfillment of prophecy,

you find it difficult to explain the obsti-

nacy of the greater number, the conversion

of these many thousands is, at least, as in-

explicable without this fulfillment. But the

incredulity of the many, viewed in its pro-

per light, is as fresh proof of the truth of

prophecy ; first, because it was predicted

;

so that it is another prophecy fulfilled

:

secondly, because it is the unbelief of the

Jews which so wonderfully guarantees the

authenticity and integrity of the prophetic

writings, as we have just shown. These

two proofs united, the faith of some, the

incredulity of others, have admirable force.
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The reader would do well to peruse what

Pascal says on this point.*

We find it difficult to imagine that the

Jews would have admitted the accidental

fulfillment of prophecy, had it been as inad-

missible as we say. But the power of prej-

udice arid obstinacy among this unhappy

people must not be forgotten. They them-

selves give us the measure of their blindness

by their opinion of the Messiah. For the

Jews, believing in the prophecies, and not

finding them fulfilled in Christ, expect

another Messiah, in whom they will be

•accomplished. But, independent of the fact,

that it would be too incredible that another

man should be found who would unite in

his person all the signs of a prophecy at

once so full and so explicit ; there are indi-

cations which it would be absolutely im-

possible to re-produce
;

and, therefore, the

Messiah whom the Jews expect, cannot

come. His time has gone by. Should he

* Thoughts, Second Part, viii. 11.
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be born to-morrow, in ten years, a century

hence, could they be sure that he was of

the family of David, now that the Genea-

logical tables of the Jews no longer exist?

Could he appear four hundred and ninety

years after an edict had gone forth, allow-

ing the Jews to return to their native land,

now that the last edict of this nature was

published more than two thousand years

ago % Could he show himself in the second

temple, now that this second temple is ut-

terly destroyed ? Could he put an end to

sacrifices, now that eighteen hundred years

have elapsed since their discontinuance ?

Question a Jew on this subject, urge him

to tell you precisely what he thinks of the

expected Messiah. We can tell you be-

forehand ;
for we have already made the

trial. His answers will be so confused, as

to convince you that the opinions of this

wretched people are no authority in this

matter ; and that the men who were furi-

ous enough to commit the greatest of

crimes, are prejudiced enough to justify it
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by an absurd and contradictory supposi-

tion. They have not fairly examined the

question. They made up their minds that

Jesus, who opposed them, who openly con-

demned their vices, who overthrew their

carnal hopes, could not be the Messiah

;

and, therefore, they adopted the first hy-

pothesis that presented itself to their minds

:

just as the greater part of our modern

skeptics begin by laying down, as a princi-

ple, that the Christian religion cannot be

Divine
;
and then admit fanaticism, fraud,

interpolation, whatever you will, without

caring whether their suppositions can be

defended, or whether they are airy theo-

ries, which, when once clearly defined, are

forever refuted. We hope that no reader

of these pages is a sharer in their injustice.

But if the Jews will not recognize Jesus

Christ in the prophecies of the Old Testa-

ment, can they refuse to recognize them-

selves ? Listen to what has been predicted

of the Jews, since the time of Moses, in

this book which they honor as the book
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of God; and which they, having had the

care of it, are well aware has undergone

no alteration.

"But it shall come to pass if thou wilt not

hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy

God, to observe to do all his command-

ments and his statutes which I command
thee this day ; that all these curses shall

come upon thee, and overtake thee : And
they shall be upon thee for a sign and for

a wonder, and upon thy seed forever."

u The Lord shall bring a nation against

thee from far, from the end of the earth, as

swift as the eagle flieth : a nation whose

tongue thou shalt not understand: A na-

tion of fierce countenance, which shall not

regard the person of the old, nor show favor

to the young : And he shall eat the fruit

of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, un-

til thou be destroyed : which also shall not

leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the

increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy

sheep, until he have destroyed thee. And
he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until
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thy high and fenced walls come down,

wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy

land : and he shall besiege thee in all thy

gates throughout all thy land, which the

Lord thy God hath given thee."

" And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own
body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy

daughters, which the Lord thy God hath

given thee, in the siege, and in the strait-

ness, wherewith thine enemies shall dis-

tress thee : So that the man that is tender

among you, and very delicate, his eye shall

be evil toward his brother, and toward the

wife of his bosom, and toward the rem-

nant of his children which he shall leave :

So that he will not give to any of them

of the flesh of his children whom he shall

eat: because he hath nothing left him in

the siege, and in the straitness wherewith

thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy

gates.
55

''Then the Lord will make thy plagues

wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed,

even great plagues, and of long continu-
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ance, and sore sicknesses, and of long con-

tinuance."

"And ye shall be left few in number,

whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for

multitude ; because thou wouldest not obey

the voice of the Lord thy God. And it

shall come to pass, that as the Lord re-

joiced over you to do you good, and to

multiply you ; so the Lord will rejoice

over you to destroy you, and to bring you

to nought ; and ye shall be plucked from off

the land whither thou goest to possess it.

And the Lord shall scatter thee among all

people, from the one end of the earth even

unto the other, and there thou shalt serve

other gods, which neither thou nor thy fath-

ers have known, even wood and stone.'
5

" And among these nations shalt thou find

no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot

have rest : but the Lord shall give thee

there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes,

and sorrow of mind : And thy life shall

hang in doubt before thee ; and thou shalt

fear day and night, and shalt have none
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assurance of thy life : In the morning thou

shalt say, Would God it were even ! and at

even thou shalt say, Would God it were

morning ! for the fear of thy heart where-

with thou shalt fear, and for the sight of

thine eyes which thou shalt see."

"And the Lord shall bring thee into Egypt

again with ships, by the way whereof I

spake unto thee, Thou shalt see it no more

again : and there ye shall be sold unto your

enemies for bond-men and bond-women,

and no man shall buy you."

"And I will bring the land into desolation:

and your enemies which dwell therein shall

be astonished at it. And I will scatter you

among the heathen, and will draw out a

sword after you : and your land shall be

desolate, and your cities waste. And upon

them that are left alive of you I will send

a faintness into their hearts in the lands of

their enemies ; and the sound of a shaken

leaf shall chase them ; and they shall flee,

as fleeing from a sword ; and they shall fall

when none pursueth. And they that are

10
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left of you shall pine away in their iniquity

in your enemies' lands ; and also in the

iniquities of their fathers shall they pine

away with them."

" And I will deliver them to be removed

into all the kingdoms of the earth for their

hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a

taunt and a curse, in all places whither I

shall drive them."

" For lo
;
I will command, and I will sift

the house of Israel among all nations, like

as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not

the least grain fall upon the earth."

" So that the generation to come of your

children that shall rise up after you, and

the stranger that shall come from a far

land, shall say, when they see the plagues

of that land, and the sickness which the

Lord hath laid upon it : And that the

whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt,

and burning, that it is not sown, nor bear-

eth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the

overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Ad-

mah, and Zeboim, which the Lord over-
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threw in his anger, and in his wrath:

Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath

the Lord done thus unto this land ? what

meaneth the heat of this great anger ? Then
men shall say, Because they have forsaken

the covenant of the Lord God of their

fathers, which he made with them when
he brought them forth out of the land of

Egypt : For they went and served other

gods, and worshiped them, gods whom
they knew not, and whom he had not given

unto them : And the anger of the Lord

was kindled against this land, to bring

upon it all the curses that are written in

this book : And the Lord rooted them out

of their land in anger, and in wrath, and

in great indignation, and cast them into

another land, as it is this day.^

What shall we say to this prediction?

No one will accuse it of obscurity. The

language is almost as clear as that of his-

tory. And has it not been signally veri-

fied? Is it not still verified before our

* Deut. 23 ; Levit. 26 : 32, 33, 36, 39 ; Jer. 24 : 9 ; Amos,

9:9; Deut. 29:22—23.
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eyes, trait for trait ? This will appear more

wonderful if we consider each article sepa-

rately. Could the Romans be better de-

scribed than they are here? " A nation

coming from afar, like the eagles;" speak-

ing a " language" unknown to the Jews;

whilst every other nation that had made
war upon them came from climes less dis-

tant, and spoke languages very analogous

to the Hebrew? The siege of Jerusalem

by the Romans, is it not drawn to the very

life? These high and fenced walls, on

which they trusted throughout the land,

this dreadful famine, these families disput-

ing for a morsel of food, these children de-

voured by their own mothers; could we
not imagine that, instead of a prophecy, we
were reading the recital of the siege by the

historian Josephus? The calamities which

have fallen upon the Jews, have they not

been " wonderful," and " of long continu-

ance?" Do they not still continue; and

have they not lasted nearly eighteen centu-

ries ? Have not the vanquished Jews, con-

trary to the general policy of their conquer-
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ors, been torn from their native soil, and

forbidden to return to it on pain of death ?

And more : they might, at least, have been

transported to one common retreat, where

they might have formed a colony ; but in-

stead of that, have they not been dispersed

on every side ; and even in the remotest

corners of the world, are we not sure to

find a remnant of this scattered people?

And yet, wonderful to relate ! have they

not invariably remained distinct from every

other nation ? And how striking is the im-

age of the prophet Amos, who compares

them to corn sifted in a sieve, while not a

single grain falls to the earth. And can

we fail to recognize in these traits the con-

dition of the Jews in foreign nations : ease

ever flying from them ; their heart tremb-

ling
;
their lives in jeopardy. Have we not

read in Josephus, that the Jewish prisoners

were led by thousands into Egypt, at two

different times, under Titus, and under

Adrian; and that these unhappy slaves

were estimated at so low a price, that

10*
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eleven thousand were allowed to perish of

hunger? Have not the Jews literally been
" an astonishment, a proverb, and a bye

word," among men? And that, not in

Christian countries only, but among Mo-

hammedans, and even among Pagans?^

And have not their calamities been the

wonder of the whole world ? Has not their

condition been considered, in all ages, as

something out of the ordinary course of

nature, and as the effect of a direct curse

from God?

Let any one try, now, to explain this

prophecy by Rousseau's three hypotheses.

Accidental coincidence? How can we
admit this, when the prophecy is so ex-

plicit, and when it refers to circumstances

so special, to a history unique in the an-

nals of the world. Interpolation? But

when could it have been made, to meet

the exigency of events which lasted eigh-

teen centuries, and which still continue ?

The invention or arrangement of history?

* Buchanan's Christian Researches in Asia, pp. 297, 298.
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How can this be possible in reference to

facts which occur at this present time, and

under our own eyes? Here you have

what Rousseau demands. You are wit-

ness of the event. If you are not witness

of the prophecy, at any rate you are wit-

ness that there has been no interpolation
;

and this suffices. In short, you may af-

firm that accidental coincidence is im-

possible, unless you admit that it is possi-

ble in every case; which is contrary to

common sense, and to Rousseau himself.

Thus if one must be credulous, not to be-

lieve the prophecies concerning the Mes-

siah; one must be still more so, not to

believe those respecting the Jews. It

would require a degree of credulity, of

which few are capable. We promised to

show that those who reject prophecy fall

into absurdity. Have we not fulfilled our

promise? Really, unless one has deter-

mined not to be convinced, it would seem

that he must yield to such considerations.
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CHAPTER III.

PROOF FROM MIRACLES. THE PROPAGATION OF

CHRISTIANITY. THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

THE MORALITY AND THE DOCTRINES OF THE
GOSPEL.

We will make only one more observa-

tion. Prophecy is but one of the many
proofs in favor of revelation. Had we
chosen another, instead of this, we could

equally have shown that it requires more

credulity to reject than to receive revela-

tion. We could have demonstrated this

with respect to miracles, the propagation

of Christianity, and the character of Jesus

Christ; not to mention the morality or the

doctrines of the gospel.

SECTION I.

MIRACLES.

It is very easy to say that the miracles

of the Bible were falsely contrived. But
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were this the case, how was it that so many
of Christ's Disciples went throughout the

world attesting facts which they knew to

be false, (for men cannot be mistaken with

respect to facts, as they may be with re-

spect to doctrines, when they had no other

reward to expect for their imposture, than

reproach, imprisonment, and death.)^ How
was it that thousands believed their testi-

mony, even in the very cities where these

imaginary events, on which their preach-

ing rested, were said to have taken place

;

while the interests, the passions, the hab-

its of these proselytes conspired to make
them cleave to their ancient belief. How
was it that the enemies of the gospel ac-

knowledged the miracles of Jesus Christ,

and formed various conjectures to account

for them, when it would have been so easy

to silence the apostles by a single question,

"Is this true?" For the Jews attributed

the miracles of Jesus Christ to Satan ;
the

* Pascal's Thoughts, part second xvii. 56.
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pagans attributed them to magic ; but

neither denied them. We who live in a

more enlightened age, cannot admit either

supposition. Yet the fact remains, and

the gospel is justified.

SECTION II.

THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL.

How can we explain the fact, that the

gospel has overspread the earth, if God be

not for it ? It is in vain that the success

of Mohammed is urged in reply. Every

thing is different, every thing is opposite,

in the two cases. Mohammed, with pow-

erful resources, triumphed over a feeble

resistance. Jesus Christ with the least

possible outward aid, triumphed over the

most formidable opposition. The doctrine

of Mohammed favored the tastes and pas-

sions of mankind : that of Jesus Christ

withstood them to the face. Mohammed
employed force of arms, and was a mur-
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derer for his religion. Jesus Christ em-

ployed nothing but persuasion, and was

the martyr of his. The success of Mo-

hammed is in the natural course of things

:

that of Jesus Christ is contrary to all

human expectation.^

SECTION III.

THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

How can we explain, in a simple indi-

vidual—what do we say ? in a fanatic, or

an imposter—a moral perfection, of which

another example is not to be found in the

whole human race? or, if you think that

the character of Christ is drawn from im-

agination, how can you explain the fact,

that a few fishermen should have con-

ceived the idea of a character of such per-

fection, as no author, even in the most

enlightened countries, has ever equalled,

either before or since ?

* Pascal's Thoughts, Art. xii.
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SECTION IV.

MORALITY AND DOCTRINES OF THE GOSPEL.

And the morality of the gospel, the in-

comparable superiority of which even

philosophers are constrained to admit ; and

its doctrines concerning God, and a future

state, so just, so simple, and the whole so

new! There is not one of these points on

which we could not embarrass the infidel,

as much as we did on the subject of the

prophecies. Be assured, that incredulity

cannot stand a close investigation, Rous-

seau himself, notwithstanding his apparent

depth, has merely glanced at these import-

ant questions in his "Vicaire Savoyard."

Examine it: you will find every where

false assertions, false principles; and what-

ever of truth is blended with it, serves only

to condemn him by his own testimony.

We appeal to his celebrated passage on the

Scriptures, and on the character of Jesus

Christ. On the one hand, he finds in Jesus
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Christ superhuman virtue, and in the gos-

pel a perfect moral code : on the other

hand, he finds in the same gospel doctrines

which seem to him strange and incredible.

In presence of this two-fold view how
ought he to reason ? Ought he to say,

" Since this book sheds divine light on

moral questions, which are the least sub-

ject to dispute, I am bound to receive it

as coming from God ; and believe its testi-

mony on points which are beyond the

sphere of my observation, such as the

thoughts and designs of the Creator V or
?

ought he to say, "since there are in this

book, on subjects with which I am little

acquainted, certain statements which as-

tonish me, I am bound to reject it, though

it is radiant with truth on the clearest

points ?" He adopts the latter alternative;

for his pretended suspension of judgment

exists only in words. We maintain that

Rousseau, and all who follow him, show
themselves strangely credulous in thus de-

ciding : and he is the more inexcusable m
11
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his error, inasmuch as he obviously felt

the force of the evidence. " The life and

death of Christ," he says, "are those of

a God
;
and we cannot tell whether or not

he be an imposter ! The morality of the

gospel is perfect; and one cannot tell

whether or not it is the fruit of falsehoods !

The apostles have invented nothing : and

we cannot tell whether they have spoken

truth, or whether they have lied !" What
are the pretended contradictions of the

gospel after this? Ah! reader, you will

find no repose, even for your reason itself,

but in faith
;
provided your reason is reas-

onable, and not mere reasoning.
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CHAPTER IV.

man's need of a revelation.

But we are sometimes asked, what need

have we, after all, of a revelation, when
without its aid, we can have such a reli-

gion as that of nature.

"Without its aid!" Do you then think

that believers in natural religion owe

nothing to revelation, in their ideas of God,

of conscience, and the immortality of the

soul % Christianity has been in the world

eighteen centuries. It has proclaimed,

with perfect clearness and assurance, the

existence of God, and the future life of

man. It is not, then, surprising that a

philosopher should arise and support these

truths in his turn. He establishes them by

the aid of reason alone, say you. But

who knows whether revelation has not been

to reason what the clear-sighted is to the

blind, whom he instructs in reading and
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writing, till the blind man is able to do

both alone? We see but one means of

ascertaining whether this be the case or

not. It is to ascertain what reason did

before revelation was generally given to

the world. This is a question of history.

What degree of light did natural religion

display, before there was a revealed reli-

gion? And yet this is a point which we
cannot completely solve. For if the Bible

is true, revelation is as ancient as the world

itself; and the patriarchal revelation,

which takes its date from the creation of

the first man, may have penetrated among

pagan nations, where the Mosaic revela-

tion was unknown. But, in short, what

religion had mankind before the coming of

Christ? Inquire not among the more re-

mote nations, but among the most civil-

ized
;
among the Greeks. What was their

belief concerning God, and a future state?

It is not necessary that we should re-

mind the reader what was the light, or

rather the darkness of this people. Rous-
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seau speaks of it in his " Profession of

Faith;" and on this subject he exhibits

admirable truth and. eloquence. It is true,

the Greek philosophers were exempt from

the superstitions of the vulgar ; but what

did they substitute for them? They did

not believe in a hundred different gods,

nor in the infernal regions of Pluto; but

they had no clear conceptions, either of

the unity of God, or of a future state.

There was not one among them who
taught these two truths clearly, simply,

and positively. We know that Socrates,

when near death, expressed himself on the

immortality of the soul, as one who fears

to say too much. And do you think that

Plato or Aristotle ever spoke of God as

Rousseau speaks.

But admitting that reason, without the

help of revelation, could have discovered

the doctrines of natural religion, would

these doctrines be sufficient ? Have you so

little reflected on God, the world, and

yourself? For we cannot deny that we are

11*
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sinners, nor that sin is a violation of moral

order. To repair this disorder, is the grand

problem of the Christian religion. But

does natural religion solve—does it even

show the full bearing of this problem ? If

the Bible is a true revelation, the merely-

natural philosopher is profoundly ignorant

both of God and man. His religion suf-

ficient ! And it is in this age and country,

where philosophy has been put to the test,

and has been found so fearfully wanting,

that this assertion is made. Was it suf-

ficient for the infidels of the last century ?

Did it give them peace of mind? Did it

render them humble, charitable, and pure ?

Let their lives and deaths reply ! For it is

in the life, it is in the person of the infidel,

that we must learn him to appreciate his

religion, and not in the pages of a book.

Were you called upon to judge of doctrines

by their advocates, what should you find

the most clearly proved. The truth of the

christian religion by Pascal, living in "a

holy and irreproachable manner, suffering
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patiently, and dying in peace ; or the suf-

ficiency of natural religion, by Rousseau,

who ? But the detail is superfluous
;

and we will not offend the delicacy of our

readers by spreading it before them. One

would think that a just God, to confound

this unhappy sophist, had allowed him to

exemplify the fallacy of his own maxims

by his conduct. He could not but perceive

that he himself was his own refutation

;

and that, whatever effect his eloquence

might produce, should be counteracted by

the remembrance of his life.

We are fully aware that it will not al-

ways do to hold a doctrine responsible for

the conduct of its advocate ; for this might

be used as an argument against the religion

of the Bible. It is not a conclusive argu-

ment against the doctrine of Rousseau ; but

still it should make us pause and reflect.

Doubtless, there are infidels who are both

honorable and virtuous men in the eyes of

the world. There have been such among

the heathen. But even for these, natural
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religion neither can nor will suffice. The
doctrine of Christ alone is able to sanctify,

console, and save.

CHAPTER V.

INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF THE DIVINE ORIGIN

OF THE GOSPEL.

But it is this doctrine of Christ you say,

which you find so repulsive. It is so little

in harmony with the ideas you naturally

form of God, so incredible in many re-

spects.

This ought not to restrain you. When
we are once convinced by solid proofs, that

the Bible has God for its author, we ought

to believe it, even when its doctrines ap-

pear most strange and wonderful. May
not our ideas be erroneous ? And how do

you know
;
perhaps this doctrine surprises

you only because it is true ? This is what

Jesus Christ said to the Jews :
" Because I

tell you the truth, ye believe me not."

John 8 : 4, 5.
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But there are aspects in which this same

doctrine appears perfectly clear ; and it

would furnish us, at need, with a fresh

proof in favor of Christianity. This is

what is called, internal evidence. We did

not mention it before, because, strong as it

is, it can only be appreciated by one who
is open to conviction, and who begins at-

tentively to study revelation. But if the

arguments which we have adduced can

stimulate the reader to undertake this

study, a new order of considerations will

claim his attention
;
and the contents of the

Bible will complete the justification of its

theology.

You will be struck, in the first place, at

finding in the Bible, written by authors,

many in number, and separated from each

other by intervening centuries, a marvel-

ous connection and unity. You will see

the plan of revelation gradually unfolding

itself with revolving ages, and exhibiting

the most evident marks of oneness of de-

sign, and of its emanation from one com-
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mon author. Who can this author be, but

God alone ? What other mind could com-

prehend fifteen centuries at a glance ? You
will then think it as incredible that the

Bible should be the work of man, as that a

perfect picture should be formed by fifty

painters, who should pass in succession be-

fore the canvass, and each give a stroke

with his pencil in passing.

You will afterwards be delighted to see

what light the Bible sheds upon subjects

the most useful, and the most profound.

You will find, respecting God, his Law and

his government, ideas as new as they are

instinct with truth. You will learn to

know yourself so well, that you will be

constrained to confess, that He who made
the Bible, made also the heart of man.

You will find the solution of these grand

problems, which have ever reduced philos-

ophy to despair,—the origin of evil; the

disorders of society ; the contradictions

which are observable in man. You will

rest satisfied that the Bible cannot be ex-
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plained without God, as you will acknowl-

edge that the world cannot be explained

without the Bible.

You will be strengthened' in this convic-

tion by comparing the instructions of this

book with the contemporary lessons of hu-

man wisdom. Look at the Jews, among

whom reason had done comparatively no-

thing. Look at the Greeks, among whom
it had wrought prodigies. How is it, that

while the first possessed the most sublime

views of religion, the other had only vague

conjectures among their philosophers, and

superstitions among the multitude ? Whilst

a few Gallilean fishermen trace the only

picture of perfect holiness that the world

ever saw ; whilst they announce one God,

just, wise, merciful ; whilst they reveal a

blissful eternity, and show the way by

which it may be attained ; all is confused,

abandoned, and disordered in Rome and

Greece. Let us go back to the Old Testa-

ment. We must retrograde six hundred

years, to reach the last of the Jewish
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prophets. For the Old Testament is the

most ancient of books, and Jewish history

is several centuries in advance of that of

Greece and Rome. The very time when
the prophets Malachi, Haggai, Daniel,

Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Hosea,^ were

preaching this glorious doctrine to the

Jews, " Before me there was no God, nei-

ther shall there be after me. I, even. I, am
the Lord

;
and beside me there is no Sav-

iour. I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy

transgressions for mine own sake, and will

not remember thy sins." " Holy, Holy,

Holy, is the Lord of hosts." " cease to do

evil; learn to do well." " Rend your

heart, and not your garments, and turn

unto the Lord your God, for he is gracious

and merciful." Isa. 43: 10, 11, 25. 6: 3.

1 : 16, 17. Joel 2 : 13; this very time cor-

responds with that of the seven sages,

when philosophy timidly assayed its first

steps ; when Thales drew the world from

* From five to eight hundred years before Christ.
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water, and Pythagoras taught the metemp-

sycosis ; Anaxagoras had hardly appear-

ed, and Socrates was not yet born. At

this time David celebrated the creation,

providence, and grace, in strains which,

from age to age give pure and exquisite

delight to every pious mind, when confess-

ing his sin, as an act of rebellion against

God, but at the same time confiding in the

loving kindness of Him whom he had of-

fended, he wrote these words, which have

no counterpart in the whole of profane an-

tiquity :
" I acknowledge my transgress-

ion ;
and my sin is ever before me.

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and

done this evil in thy sight. Purge me
with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash

me, and I shall be whiter than snow."

Psa. 51 : 3, 4, 7. This period preceded

that in which Homer and Hesiod, by their

beautiful, but vain fables, excited the ad-

miration of their countrymen. Moses, who
published the Decalogue, that everlasting

code of the purest morality, the foundation

12
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of all laws and of all society, was contem-

porary with Orpheus : and the Greeks

wept over the adventures of Eurydice,

while the Jews listened with terror to the

proclamation of the law from Mount Sinai.

Abraham, who understood the value of

faith, and the necessity of implicit obedi-

ence to the commands of God.—Joseph

who, when urged to commit an action

which was regarded as a trivial fault

among the heathen, cried, " How can I do

this great wickedness, and sin against

God?" correspond to Jnachus, Cadmus,

Cecrops—to the most profound moral dark-

ness.

So strong a light, on the one hand, such

total obscurity on the other; and the light

among a people deemed barbarous, and the

darkness among the most civilized; who
can explain this, if the Bible be not the

book of God? How wonderful a people

are the Jews ! Before the coming of Christ,

and when they alone read the prophetic

writings, they were, in their knowledge of
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God, unequaled among the nations of the

earth
;
and hardly had the gospel extended

to the Greeks and Romans, than these

same Jews fell as much below as they had

formerly surpassed them. And yet, men
cannot perceive that they owed their for-

mer superiority to their possession of the

Old Testament, and their subsequent infe-

riority to their rejection of the New.

You will find all this in religion; but

you will find greater things than these.

You will find doctrines perfectly adapted

to your moral necessities. You will find

in Jesus Christ, the God of man
;
the God

of sinners
;
your God. Miracles, prophe-

cies, will then appear merely secondary

proofs, to which will succeed moral evi-

dence, more precious and persuasive still.

Your difficulties will be lost in a flood of

light ; and you will confess, that if the ex-

ternal evidence in favor of the Bible is

such that you cannot but believe it, how-

ever strange its contents may appear, the

internal evidence, in its turn, is so conclu-
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sive, that you would recognize the Bible

as the work of God, were you to find it in

a desert, unsupported by any external tes-

timony. We express ourselves warmly.

It is because we speak from personal expe-

rience. We confess there was a time when
we doubted ; but we examined, and we be-

lieved. O reader will not this blessed ex-

perience be yours also ?

But why, you will naturally ask, are

not all men convinced of the truth of re-

ligion, if the evidence in its favor is so

strong? You are quite sincere, as you

think
;
and flatter yourself, tha u

, if you do

not believe, it is no fault of yours.

If men are not more generally convinced

of the truth of Christianity, it is because

they give no heed to it ; or because they

voluntarily reject it. You are sincere, say

you 1 Sincere in the sense of the infidel,

you may be, and more so, perhaps, than

many of that class. But sincerity is not

all that is requisite. In vain might the

husbandman sow tares in his field, sin-
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cerely believing that he was sowing wheat:

he would nevertheless reap nothing but

tares. So the doctrines of infidelity, with

whatever sincerity they may be received,

can neither enlighten nor save mankind.

It is truth that he requires. But we will

say more. Wherever sincerity really ex-

ists, Christianity is not far off. Can that

sincerity be genuine, which does not lead

us to examine? Seek truth. Seek it by

every possible means. Then you will be

sincere : but then, without possessing pro-

phetic power, we foresee that you will soon

be a believer. And should it be true, dear

reader, that the Christian religion is of

God ! Should it be true that you must be-

lieve the gospel in order to be saved!

Should it be true, that in neglecting it, you

are consigning your soul to eternal perdi-

tion ! Do not, Ave beseech you in Christ's

stead, defer this examination until it shall

be forever too late.

THE END.

12*
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