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LETTER. I.XXV.
o THE, rnsLAa‘L cnna*r;

F - thiis 1etrér was'to ‘cairy all my fentis

‘ments, you would . not “find 'it &’ light
on€’; for I would load it with ali the eftee:
all the aftachiment,, and i the @ m;raua

4 ‘am’ capable-0f}' - {0 codvifce 'you mo

than ever, how much 1 rcvei‘e, and how

amuch I {ove-

"I bave feen the Augnftine Monk whom
you recommended fo the, ‘and, have foupd
im,. as you zold e, fnlf of the Fatliérs'o

the Church. “"They are upoh His' lips,”

are in hisheart, ahd he is ‘the man in thlli

world thiit we can peruft with the greate

i‘eaﬁlre, when his full value is known:
is hero is, with reafon, St. Auguﬁme,
becaufe he was an univerfal teacher; rm-
bracing all Science, and ‘was _fihgy
favoured' by it. - Exccﬂcnt encom

have been made upon’ that incompardt é

inan ; but he has not bepn praifed as he

-.dcfervcs Some- time ago I advifed an
_ You H. B Eodelaiin
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Ecclefiaftic' who confulted me about com-
pofing a paneg f:/nc on that great Saint,
to fay nothing of his own, but to extrat
all from the h;)ly Farher’s wrigings, think=
m*g that Auguf}ine himfelf ongfwaqcapabk
praifing St. Auguftine worthily. He has
followed my advice; and we have feen the
moft {fublime and affc&mg -paflages of this
_great Teacher compof¢ bis eulogmm It was
.extremely wéll contie@ed, though here and
there mtcrruptid with, € bci;lamanons .and
ejaculations;’ whick “affected the'‘andience.
—When will our Rhetorcians -and rour
Preachers know that true eloquence éon
not cnfift either in being witty or elegant;
‘but in_ an expreffion of the foul, an cbulli-
tion of the heart, which: burns, ailomﬂlcs.
and watks wonders?. -

There aré certain moments where the
great Orators feem neither to have ftyle
nor words, left the fublimity fhould be
sltered by ftudied phrafes. . .-

" There are .people who -put 1hem{clves
into, an _dlembic to be .cloquent, and no-
thing iffues from that operation but forced
.conceits and bombaft phrafes; whereas, if
~ they would give themfelves- up to the
epergy of their hearts, they would have .
golde‘n, tongues.

ﬁnd .notbmg but elegance in almofﬁ
-aﬁ he writings_of the times, -and yet they
dre very far from being eloquent. Ele-
gance pleafes, but eloquence capnvatesd,
“ L ana:

s .



CLEMENT XV, 3

and when it is natural, it amalgamates it-
felf with all the beauties of nature and
genius, to fhew them in all their luftre,
and according to truth:—it is, in a word,
fuch as that part of your compofition
which you fhewed me fome time ago,
where I could fee the true touch of De-
mofthenes, notwithftanding the immenfe
interval which has pafled from his time to
yours. - . -
Nothing is< more admirable than to
approach to ‘the Ancients, and notwith-
ftanding the diftance of time, to adhere
ftrongly to them, as if you were their co-
temporary; for it muft be confefled, that
they have reaped all, and we come only t6
glean. g C !
- I'was requefted fome time ago to comiz
pofe a Scientific Difcourfe, whichw:sto be
placed at the head of a book of Geometry,
I colleted my whele force, and in thé
ebullitien of a work which lafted more thart
» &-week, I thought I had produced - forrie< -
< thing very interefting and ‘quite new; but
" I cannot tell you how 1 was furprifed arid -
humbled to find all my thoughts fcattered
.over a few pages of the Ancients. * In‘the
mean time: I was no plagiary; but'thé
_'mind of man having only 6ne circle, all get
. nerations nearly reftmbling each other’'m
- their manner of thinking, although the
iints may -confiderably differ.
B2 I'have
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:1 have lately. ‘had.a perfon, ;of the name
of Sagri, prefented to me, juft come from
the fchools of .Pifa ;—he appears to. bavo
“where-withal to make a coan derable figur
But- into what hands will he fall?. Tbc
momenta young man legves College, -is the
inftant which decides his fate: and all-&ir
ther proves abomva;, or all comes- to-gnad.
I'have feen fome who have gained all-the
Prizes, ancs1 have been mentioned with: hor
nour as true Coriphzus's, yet,- notith-
. ftanding all this emphatic admirition, have
beccmc lefs than nothing. . They have
heen entangled. by criminal plcafurcs, or
d in mechanical .employments ;-or
their talents, after having made an; effost,
were exhaufted by the laborious opefhy
tign, and could.produce nothing mare.
They are like too early fruit; which
charms by the gaicty of the colours and
the .novelty, but is blighted at the mop
" gpent you admnre, and are dnfpofed to ga-
thsnt
mms at ;perfeéhon! All that I know i is,
+hat mine thinks it has gained it, when it
Ihares with yours bya communication of, -
,-and that it puts me ‘in a fituation to
mmy fenbments of . attachmcnt and
Rowzx, 2yth Aug. l,j‘.
LETTER
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LETTER LXXVL

- TOCARDINAL QUIRINEK
-Most Evivenr, . - e o
) H.E different refleftions which yourr
-4~ Eminency has made upon the diffe-
_rent dges that have pdfs'd groom the be-
ginniog of the world, are- worthy of fuch:
a.genius:as yours. I think I fee Reafon--
weighing all thefe ages, fome like ingots,.
others like leaves of tinfel. In fa&, there
are fome fo folid, and others fo light, that
they make the moft aftonithing contraft.
Onr’s - without contradition, -is  more
marked than any other by its lightnefs;
but it pleafes, it feduces, efpecially by
. the good offices of the French, who have:
given. it an elegance, which, in.fpite of us,.
- we find agreeable. '
. The Ancients would- have: murmured,;.
and with reafon ;. neverthelefs; if they had.
lived in our times, they would have fuffers
td themfelves to be led away as we are, and.
been as well amufed with our trifling dif-
courfe and airy writings. : o
- The antient Roman tafte and correét+
fefs might not perhaps have relithed fuch
flight compofitions ;; but the Romans of -
thefe days are not fo nice as formerly.
French elegance has paffed the Alps, and.
: 3 N
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we have received it with complacency, at
the very moment we were criticifing it.
Your. Eminency, who loves the French,
has certainly looked with a forgiving eye
upon their prettinefs, though it might
have offended the fuperior tafte of the an-
cient manners. Thereis no evil but may
be found colle&tive .in all ages; there
are fparks and flames, lillies and blue-
bottles, rainsand dews, ftars and meteors,
_mivers and rivulets, which is a perfet pice
gure of nature; and to judge of the world
and of times, you muft unite the different
views, and make but one piece of the
whole. . .
_JThe ages do not all refemble one an<
other; 1t is their variety which helps
us to judge ; without this difference there
would be no comparing. I know we fhould
prefer living in an age which prefented no-
thing to the view but what was great; but
we muft take the times asthey come, and
not coentinually regret the paft, in being
tied to the chariot-wheels of the Ancients.
Let us endeavour ta preferve their tafte,
and we fhall have nothing to fear from our
own futility. -
We cannot look without horror upon
the gulph from whence the times iflue,
and that into which they are precipitating.
"What a number of years, months, days,
hours, minutes, and feconds, are abforbed
'by, eternity, which is always the fame",
4 and
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and remains- immoveable” i the midft
of changes and revolutions! It is 2
rock in the: midft: of ‘the Sea, againft
which the waves beat in vain..- We are
but like grains of fand,' -“wrth'which- the
wind fporteth, if we do not attach our-

felves, immoyeable. to _that point.of - fup--
port. - It is there' your Eminency: hath caft-

anchor, and which has made you under-

take fo many learned writings that all-

Europe-admires, and religion’ applands.

I never am tired with reading the ac-
count of:your travels, efpacially- the -de-
fcriptions  you have given: of Paris and:
Frarce. Befides: that . the' Latin may be
compared: with. that of St. Jerome, there

are adirable reflexions- on every thing .

which your Eminency has met with. What
@ penectrating eye is your’s! It fearches
the effence of things, the fubftance of
writings,- and. the fouls of the writers:
You have had.the happinefs to fee feveral
great men at Paris who are ftill alive, the
precious remains of the age of Louss- XIV.
and who muft have convinced.you that
that age has.not. been -exalted beyond its
merit. '

Nothing opens the mind fo: much as
travels, I read them as much as I can,
that I may make my thoughts range, - tho’
my body is fedentary. What I am certain
of is, that I am often in idea at Brefcia, that
town which your Lordfhip enriches by your

B4 example

-
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|
l

example and precepts, and where yon hoyrly

receive homage, to which I unite, with all

my foul, the profound refpe@ with which

Tam, &c. . - . S
Rouz, 10th Dee. 1754.

 LETTER LXXVIL

TO CARDINAL BANCHIERE

MosT EMiNENT,
IHAVE not yet feen the perfon from
Ferrara whom your Emineney.deigned
to recommend to me ; -but  have neverthe-
lefs announced him to the Keeper of the
Ara Celi, whe. will do every thing in his
power to prove to you how much the in~
tereft you feem to have in this perfon, is
dear to him. . .
.. I with my employments would allow
me to take a journey to Ferrara, that
town fo celebrated for many events, and
which has the happinefs to poflefs your
Eminency, and the athes of Ariofto. My
firft care would be to go and vifit them.
Some poetic fpatks would iffue forth and
feize me, and enable me to affure you rifn
- ' verfe
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verfe,, as well as in profe, that nothing.
an equal the profound refpet. with which.
Lam, &c. -

Rome, 7th Jaouary, 1755.

LETTER LXXVIL
TO A CANON OF MILAN.

Six,. i '
PANEGYRIC on Saint Paul iss
"\, no fmall undertaking. It requires-
2 foul equal to the Teacher of the Genr
tiles, to celebrate him.in a manner worthy
of him. His eulogium is the-eulogium of
Religion;; thsy are fo eflentially “united,.
that they cannot be praifed feparately..

You find in this great Apoftle the fame-
fpirit, the fame zeal, and: thg¢ fame cha-
rity. How. rapid. fhould: your pen be, if”
you would:defcribe his. Travels and Apof-
tolical , Labours!.  He' flies' as | fwift as-
thought, when hé is about to.undertake:
a good: work ; and.: breathes nothing but
Jefus Chrift, when he preaches the Gof--
pzl. Onc would believe, by the mannerin.
which he multiplies himfelf; that he alone
fortmed the whole Apoftolical Coliégze : he:
is-at the fame inftant on land . and fea, al--
N Bs ' waysw‘ '
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ways watching for the falvation of the
Faithful, always defiring' the palm of
martyrdom, always prefling forward to e-
ternity. Nobody was fo good a citizen,
fo good a friend; he forgot nothing; he
remembred the fmalleft fervices that were
done him, and his heart did not once
palpitate, but with a defire for Heaven,
which enlightened him; or with a move-
ment of love for Jefus Chrift, who con~
verted him; or with an a& of acknow-
_lhng'r'ﬁent to thofe Chriftians who affifted

. : :

. Panegyric, in -general, is a kind of
writing which fhould not refemble a fer-
mon; it fhould lighten, but the flathes
fhould burft from a fund of morality,
which fhould be the bafis of the difcourl{._
They do not infyu&t who only praife;
and they do not celebrate their Hero. whe
confine themfelves folely-to inftruct.

The fkill of the Orator confifts in pro-
ducing from ‘the bofom of the eulogium.
thining reflexions, which fhould have in
view the reformation of morals. But
above all things, my dear Friend, take
care that you do not make a panegyric for
one Saint at the. expence of another; no-
thing can better prove the fterility of the
Orator,.  Every illuftrious perfon has his,
merit, and.it is an infult to the memory
of one fervant of God, who. looked upon.

) ' himfelf
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himfelf as the loweft of all, to raife his glo-
ry to the prejudice of another.

Let there be no digreflions foreign from
your fubje&t Do not lofe fight thatitis
St. Paul whom you mean to praife, and it
is tomifs your aim, if you attach yourfelf
toany thing but his eulogium. '

-No. languors are to be excufed in Pane~
gyric ;—all ought to be rapid, and efpe~
cially in that of the great Apoftle, whofe:
zeal was always. altive.  Your audience’
fhould believe they fee and-hear him; that
they may fay, “Itis he, behold him.” You
fhould, like him, difplay all the powers of
grace; like him, difcomfit all thofe who
would leflen the abfolute dominion of
God over the heart of man, and like
him, thunder againft the falfe Prophets, .
and the corrupters of morals. And in the
end, you. fhiould give -a fuccin@ account
of his. different Epiftles, and prefent them :
burning, with the flames of Charity, and:
radiating with the lights of Truth.

Na forced comparifons fhould here have -
place; they ought to rife out of the fube
Jje€v:—no ufelefs words be admitted—every’
fentence fhould be inftrudtive; no bom=
baft phrafes—they ought to be all natural.
Your. hedrt fhould: be the Orator in this
difcourfe, and.not your imagination:. re~
ferve your rhetorical’ flights for. the Atas
demies,. when you are to. pronounce an -

_ Eulogium there; but the dignity of the-
' Pulpit
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Pulpit. the fanctity of the Temple, the
eminence of the fubject, in fine the Pane-
gyric of Paul, are all fuperior to anti-
thefes. -

Human eloquence is intended to praife
human actions;- but divine eloquence is
requifite to celebrate divine men. It is
not among the Poets that you fhould ga-
ther flowers to crown the Ele&, but from
among the Prophets I am more than I
can tell, &c

Rouz. 13th O&. 1955,

M#é?@é&%ﬁ*##-ﬁw

LETTER LXXX

TO 'I‘HE ABBE LAML

.CANNQT join in your opinion, my
dear Abbé, of the book you have criti-
- cifed with fo much feverity. I do not think
fo indifferently “of it as do. ‘There
are -principles, views,. ang'ol‘:eaunes in it
which render it intereftin s% Some negli-
gences of ftyle do.not disfigure a book al-
together. The ftyle is only the bark;
and fometimes the tree md‘y
though the. bark ‘is. good.for nothing,
Unfortunately, in this age; .we are lefs at-
tached to t.{mgs than to words.. The
ditign toq oftep detetmines the fate of
a book.
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a book. I have run over a multitude of
Pamphlets printed at Paris, which had
nothing in them but a rapid and feducing
ftyle. One is obliged to afk himfelf what
the Author meant to fay, and yet he does
not know. It is not furprifing, that ina
country where they are fo fingularly fond
of drefsand tinfel, they fhould be pleafed
with a production whofe outward appear-
ance conftitutes all its merit,

There are fome fubje@s that of them-
felves are fufficient to captivate the atten-
tion; while there are others which will
not be regarded, without the paflport of
a brilliant ftyle, An able Writer fhould
attend to this difference.

Ifhall be very glad if you will analyfe
two different works which have juft ap-
peared here;, Converfation with One's-/felf,
and Tbe Eletnents of Metaphyfics. ‘The firft
is fingularly interefting, as it elevates
the foul upon the wreck of the paffions
and fenfes. The fecond is not lefs fo, as
it tends to render its fpirituality and im-
mortality demonftrable. Thefe are two
metaphyfical productions differently pre-
fented: the (onver/ation with a clearnefs
which makes it univerfally underftood ;
the Elements with a depth which prevents
its being generally -read. :

I look upon your- Papers as an alarm-bell,
which prevents our Italians from fleeping
ever Literature and the Sciences. In a

warm
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warm climate there is need of being fre-.
quently roufed, in order to ftudy. The
mind {lumbers like the body, if we do not.
take care to {pur it up, and in that ftate
we have neither {pirit to read nor to
- think. .

Florence was always renowned for learn-
ing and tafte, and I am not afraid of the
Florentines degenerating while you con-
tinue to inftruét them. A periodical work
executed with difcernment, gives light to
the underftanding, fupports emulation, and
makes up for the want of perufing a mul-
titude of works. which we have not time
to read, or means to procure. o

When I read a journal which gives ac-
count of the productions printed in Europe,
I learn to know the genius of the different
Nations, and I perceive that an Englith-

" man does not write like a German, nor

. think like a Frenchman. ‘This national
difference, which diftinguifhes the people
by their manner of writing and thinking,
perfuades me¢ that the moral world is a
copy of the natural one, and that there
are minds like faces, which have no fort
of refemblance. S ‘

Adieu. [ leave you to throw myfelf

among the thorns of controverfy, where I
. certainly fhall not find the flowers which I
. perceive in your writings.. o
Rowme, sth Nov. 1755. ) :
. ‘ LETTER
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LETTER LXXX
TO A CURATE OF THE DIOCESE OF RIMINL.

T is with great rathnefs, my dear Paf-
tor that you judge your father, mine,

the Father of all the Faithful, the great:

Lambertini, for whoni all the churches
have the greateft veneration. Befides his
being celebrated for his extenfive ard fub-
lime knowledge, for his penetrating ge-
nius, for his confummate prudence; he is
the chief of our religion, the Sovereign
Pontiff, of whom we cannot fpeak any ill
without blafphemy. You are not ignorant
of St. Paul’s having begged pardon of the
High pricfts of the Synagogue, although
it was expiring, becaufe he had called him
a whited wall. :
The treaty which Benedi®t XIV. made
with Spain, that the Spanifh Clerks fhould
come no, more to Rome, has prevented, I
. do. not know how many, young Ecclefi-
aftics from being vagabong; and leading
licentious lives. Nothing is more proper
than to fee thofe who: are deftined for the
Miniftry. ftudying under the eyes of their
own Bifhops, who learn to know them,
and do not lofe fight of them. ’
Befides,, there are fo many reafons requir-

ed for judging a-Sovereign with equity, th‘a.tF
. i

-
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. if we do not know what paffes in the Ca- .
binets of Princes, the nature of events, the
confequences which an affair may have,
and if even we cannot penetrate the fouls
of -thofe who a¢t themfelves or employ
others' to do fo, we cannot form any
judgment but an unjuft one.

las!—who are we who condemn the
Vicar of Chrift; and, above all, while we

. are ignorant of the motives of his pro-
ceedings, or without knowing what he
could forefee ! In every kind of bufinefs,
prejudice thould be in favour of the
Judge. How can they be juftified who
take the liberty, on flight appearances, to .
blame the condu&t of the Sovereign Pon-
tiff? This is undoubtedly to give arms
to the Proteftants, and to fail eflentially
in the refpe¢t that is due to him whem
God has eftablifbed upon a throne, to fee
and to judge ; and whom he hath ordained
that we fhould hearken to, as to himfelf;
I fay more, it is to rifk falvation.

There is not a circumftance, nor a mo-
ment, that our hearts or opinions fhould
pe ‘capable of rifing up againft -the pro-
“ceedings of the Sovereign Pontiff, unlefs
we are of his Council. %—I’e fees what you
cannot fee; and if he does not account to
us, it is becaife he is bound by corffideras
tions which withhold both his tongue’ 4nd
his pen.’ There is' a Chriffian "policy,
which, without injuring truth; ‘dSes not S::

. ~ ciare
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tlare the whole of it; and which enve-
lops itfelf in a prudent referve, when it is
proper to_keep fderce.. How dan you
preach to your Parithioners the refpect due
t the Heed of: tis Ghurcli; if they bear
you yourfelf declafnt ‘againft him? Suppofe
even that he has done amifs,. you Q:éhf-
#s ‘s Chriftian, as a Prieft, as a. Paftor,
to excufe him in. public, - and imdpofe an
eternal, filence on.thofe whe would dare,to
attack him. * Thefe are my fentiments with
regard to Sovereign Pontiffs: ‘They are
the anointed of the Lard, the Chriffs, of
whom we never fhould fpeak ill: Noiite
tangere Chrifos meos, € . Prophetis meis

gnari®. . .

I' flatter myfelf that you will get the
better of this prejudice, and that you
will approve my reafons, becaufe ‘you
have a reafonable mind and a good heart.
It 1s an effervefCence of the imagination
which led you to ¢ondemn Renedi¢t XIV.
whofe proceedipgs are weighed in the
fcales of juftice, and even in the fanttuary
of truth. o ,

I embrace you, my dear Paftor, and
am, &c. .

Rome, 14 May, 1755 ,
LETTER.

~ ®Touch not my anointed, and do my Prophets
®0 harm.

]
7
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LETTER LXXXI. .
. . - : .. . N el T. 3
TO MR. MEKNER, A PROTESTANT GEN-
N ' A TLEMAN. ‘.

AM forry, my dear Sir, to hear you
: pcrpet(:gﬁ repeating a multitude of
objetions which have been employed
againft the Church of Rome; and which
M. Boffuet, a French Bifhop, has demo-
Tithed in his Expofition of 'the “Catholic
Faith, and in his excellent work on the
Diverfity of Opinions. It is impoffible to
follow the traét of a Proteftant, becaufe
inftead of waiting an anfwer to his quef-
tion, he propofes a new one, and never
gives_time to breathe. I

If youfpeak to me all at once of Purga-
tory, the Eucharift, and the worfhip of
Saints, itis impoflible for me to reply to
three points at one inftant. A contro-
verfy fhould be carried on in a rational
manner, if we would underftand it; and,
confequently, it is neceflary that one fub-
je& be examined to the bottom, before
you pafs to anothor. Without that, we
ftrike the air, and fhall have the fate of’
all wranglers, who, afier having difputed,
end with remaining obftinate in their
original opinions. '

You
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- You are fatisfied with the plan I have
hid down, to prove all the truths which
ﬁou conteft by the gofpel, and by the
piftles of St. Paul, which you receive as
infpired works, and to- thew you that un-
interrupted tradition hath always taught
them.

If it was otherwife, you fhould know
the day and the date, when we made the
innovation; at leaft, if you would not
perfuade us that the whole Church, in the
twinkling of an eye, notwithftanding its
members are difperfed all overy the world,
did change its belief withaut perceiving it:
What an abfurdity!

The reproaches which you are conftantly
making againft the Romifh Church,; my
dear Sir, on the celibacy prefcribed to the
Prieft, and on the cup which is with:
held from the faithful in partaking of the
holy myfteries, fall of themfelves, when
" we think that marriage and the priefthood
arc united daily among the Greek Catho-
lics; and there alfo they give the faith~
ful the Communion in both kinds. .

Return to the Church in good faithy -
and the Pope, who governs at prefent,
will not rejet you from his bofom, be-
caufe you have minifters who are married,
and becaufe you defire the ufe of the cup.
His prudence will find a modification
which will grant you all that he can grant,

without
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without altering opinions and morals, but

only changing the difcipline, which has at

all titries varied. . IR

~ - Cardinal Quirini; whofe zeal for your
retirr - confumes him, " will be your media-
tot with the Holy -Father. In réwrning
to the Pope, you will return to him-‘who
was formerly your Chief, for it is you who
have withdrawn.  The abufes which reign-
- &d at thdt time in'the Churchi, becaufe 1t is
neceffary, as Jefus Chrift faid, tbat there be
Jeandals and berefies, canriot ‘abfolutely au-
thorife yous anceftors in revolting and fe-
parating themfelves. They had no other
method but that of remonftrating; and if
they had ftopped there, without mixing
either fournefs; gall, of a fpirit of rebel-
lion, they would certainly have obtained
fome reform. To heal fome tumours in
the body, we neither think of mutilating
ar fmothiering it. :

- Many Proteftants would return, if they
were not withheld by wretched worldly
réafons; for it is impoffible but in read-
ing the Holy Scriptures fo often as they
do, they muft perceive the prerogatives of
the chief of the Apoftles, and the infalli-
bility of the Church, which can never teach
any error; and tlie more fo, as Chrift is
truly with her even to the confummation
of time, without interruption: Omnibus
dicbus vite, ufque ad confummationem [fe-

culs,
Thcre

-—



CLEMENT XV. st
There need but eyes to fee whether
the Romith or the Proteftant ‘Church js
t The -one appears to be that Holy
ountain,  of which.the Scripture fpeaks ;
and" the other, a. vapour which dum thc
ﬁg{ut, apd hag no folidity.
wauld give the latt'drop of my blood,
my dear Sir, to, fee you all reunited to us
agpin, bein  cerain.that - ypu have broken
the chain which tied you to the. centre of
nnity, epd that you ‘are no longer but fo-
lxl?rfx beings, - wnthout compaﬁ;, gmdc, or
chie
God makes you feel i it in the moft terrible
manner, in giving you up to I don’t know
how ma;y errors, which form almoft as
many different fefts as there are commu-
nions: and that circumftance proves to us,
that fince there. is'no-Jonger an-authority to
unite the Faithful, they truft to their own
_ﬂldgments, and are led away’ by prc_;u-

Do not lmagnc thal l mean to infult
your fitustion, Alas!, every' thing: tells
me that. you have the g00d faith; but
thét will not juftify you bcfpre ‘God, who
requires a ftrict _examination upon fo effen~
tial an anicle; and the more fo, as no
onc is more - Gapable:of, ;udgmg tl!an you

Oul‘fc C
The fentence wh:ph one - pronouncc:
againft one’sfelf, when in the wrong, is the
beft ;eproof,,and is worthy of your can(dnd\
ol
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foul and good heart. Your candour. pro-
mifes me, that you will inform yourfelf of
the truth, and will. not reject it when
you fee it. It is upon the lips of good
Catholics and in hearing them, you hear
it. I defire it in all the fullnefs of my
heart, by the fincere ardour I have to find
myfelf with you in the dwelling of peace;
where there will be only thofe who are
marked with the fign -of Faith. Judge
by 'that- of the extent of attachment with
whigh I have the honour to be, &c.: K
Ronz, 14th May, 1753. o

. . L R
LEFrER .
" TO PRINCE SAN-SEVERO.

"J 'HE petrefadtions I have fent you
‘1 ate not wdrth yout thanks. I know
the full value, - as - well as the advan-
tage, of -enftering into a- cérréfpondence
with a Philofopher who is occupied in ftu~
dying the hiftory of Nature, and who does
not admire her l{_)or'ts and phenomena, but
witha knowledge of the catfe. -~ -
The birds you are importing from' the
New .World for the Emperor,: are:ex-
tremely  curious; but, - notwithftanding
C : o . every
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every precaution, I doubt of their getting
to our climate alive. People- have fre-
quently tried to bring over different kinds
of humming-birds, but glways have had
the : mortification :of feeing' them .die at
fome diftance from our .coa(%s. :
. Providence, in giving us the Peacuck,
has provided us moft richly, without .our
going in fearch of .winged beauties elfe-
where. .. In reality, America has nothing
more beautiful . than. .our own birds; but
we commonly gmfcx;wha,t is foreign, be-
caufe it comes from-a diftance.” -

-You will be enchanted, my Lord, with
the - undertaking of Monf. ~Buffon, the
French Academician, and with the volumes
which have appeared. .Iknow them only,
by the.extra@s that have been. given from
them, .and' they:.appear admirable. Iam
forry that the Author of a Natural Hiftory
fhould declare for a fyftem:. it muft be a

-eans of having many . things which he ad-
vances’ dowpted,. .and obligg him. to com-
bat all ‘thole. who are ot -of his opinion. -
Befides, wherever he wanders from the book
of Genefis on the creation of the world, he
has:no fupport but ‘ paradoxes, or, at beft,
bypothefes.. | 1 ... .. . . o
. Mofes,'as an ipfpied’ Author, : is. the
only-ong who could. inftrut us i the for-.
mation and unfolding’ of the world. He'
is-not an Epicurus, - who has recourfe to
atoms; a Lueretius, who “believes manex

: w
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to be eternal; a Spinofa, who admits a
material God; a Deftartes, who pratés
about the laws of mation; ‘but 2 lcgnﬂator,
who announcés to alf mén withoiit "heéfita-
tion, -without féar of beinj m&&akgn, how
the world was ereated.’ n%othm%’ ¢an be
more fim ge ‘or ore fublime than’ his open-
ing: In 1 begtmng God crcated tbe ‘Heaven
and ‘the Eartb He could not fpeak more
alﬁ;rcdl if hei hadAbcen a fpe tor's'and
bg‘ th “words, -mythology fyftéins, and
furdities’ fhiink to nodght, and afe mcfe

€himeras in tfie eyes of reafor. *

Whoever dges not perceive the truth in
the relation of Mo(es, was not formed for
the knowledge: -of it,- ~Some peoplq are
conftandy attached to hjpdthefes,’ ‘without
¢ven the leaft probabﬂnty, and [ yet aré uns
willing {o believé what gives the hxgheft'
1dea of the powcr and wifdom of God.

An eternal wiirld- offers a thoufand great-
erdifficulties, thisn’ a ; ‘eternal inteltigence ;
dnd a co-cterna world Ts an; abfurdity which

' cannpt’ exift, “beedufe’ néthing ‘can -be o

ancxent ‘28" Ged "himf¢lf.. Not to mientio
that he is neceffar'y, ‘and that the world

i5- not neceflary, ‘from  what nght fhall

matter, a thing quite . contingent; abfo~
lately ioert, - pretend (1o thie fame prero-
gatives with“an’ K. powc)‘ful dnd ifitate”
ria] fpirit? Thefe -are extravagances which

could only be produped by adi ftra&cd ima-
-gination
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gination, and prove the aftonifhing weak-
nefs of man when ke will only hearken to
himfelf. B O
" The hiftory of Nature is a book fhut for
all tions, if we do not perceive the
exigence of Gad, and his being a creator
and preferver ; for nothing can be more
evident than his action. The Sun, allmag-
nificest as he is, although adored by d‘iﬂg-
fent nations, has- neither mtelligence nor
difcernment ; and if his- courfe s fo regular
as never 40 be even fora moment interrupt-
ed, it -is dhrough the impulfe received
from a fupreme agent, whefe orders he exe-
cutes with the greateft punétuality.

Wherever we caft our eyes over the vaft
extent of the univerfe, we fee the immenfi-
ty of a Being, before whom this world is
asnothing. It would be very extraordmary,
fgce the {malleft work cannot exift with-
out a maker, that this world could have the
privilege of owing its exiftence and its
beauty to itfelf alone. Reafon digs fright-
ful precipices for itfelf, when it hearkens
only to the paflions and fenfes: and reafon
without faith is to be pitied. All the Aca-
demies of the univerfe may fancy fyftems,
on the. creation of the world; but after all

" their refearches, all their conjectures, all
their combinations, their multitudes of vo-
lumes, they will tell me much lefs than
Mofes has told me in a fingle page ; and will
tell me things, tog, that have not any pro-
Vou. IL C bability
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bability. Such is the differei.ce beiween
the man who fpeaks ouly from himf-1t, aad
the man who is infpired. :

“The Eternal fmiles from on high at all
thefe mad fyftems, which fancifully arrange
the world; fometimes giving chance for its
parent, and fometimes fuppofing it to be
eternal. '

Some people love to perfuade themfelves
that matter governs itfelf, and that there is
no other deity; becaufe they well know
that matter 1s ftupid and inactive, and
therefore need not dread its effects; :while
the juftice of a God, who fees every thing,
and weighs every thing, is dreadful to the
{inner, _

Nothing can be more beautiful than the
hiftory of Nature, when it is united to that
of Religion. Nature is nothing without
God; it produces every thing, vivifiesevery
thing by hishelp. Without being any part
of what compofes the univerfe, he 1s the
movement, the fap, and ‘the life of it

| Let his adtivity ceafe, there will be no
! more movement in the elements, no more
vegetation in plants, no more {pring in fe-
cond caufes, no more revolutions of the
| ftars. Eternal darkne(s muft take place of
{ light, and the univerfe become its own’
v grave.

The fame thing would happen to this
world, were God Almighty to withdraw his
hand, which happens to our bodies when

all
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- 4ll motion ceafes. They fall into duft, they
are exhaled in fmoke, and it is not even
known that they ever had exifted.

If 1 had fufficient knowledge to under:
take a hifory of Nature, I would begin
my work by difplaying the immenfe per-
feCtions of its Author; then treat of man
as his mafter-piece; and fucceflively fro.a
fubftance to fubftance, from kind to kind, I
would defcend to the fmalleft ant, and fthew
in the fmalleft infect, as well asin the moft
perfeCtangel, thefame wifdom fhining forth,
and the fame almighty hand employed. -

A piGure of this nature muft have en-
gaged the lovers of Truth;—and Religion
herfelf, who would have traced out the
defign, would have rendered it infinitely
precious.

Let us never fpeak of the creatures, ex-
cept to bring us nearer to our Creator: they
are the reverberation of his never-failing
light, and thefe are ideas which either raife

* or debafe us; for man is never more dimi-
nutive nor more grand, than when he confi-
ders himfelf in his relation to God. He then
perceives an Infinite Being whofe image he
is, and before whom he is but as an atom:
two apparent contradictions, which muft be
reconciled, to give us a juft idea of our-
felves, that we may not run into the excef-
fes of the proud angels, nor into thofe of

. unbelievers, who level themfclves with the

beafts that perifh.

- Ca Youe
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Your Letter, my Lord, led me to thefe
reflections ; and I confefs to you at the fame
time, that 1 have no greater fatisfaction
than when I find an opportunity of {peak-
ing of the Deity. He is the element of our
hearts, and it is only in his love that the
{foul blofloms. '

Happily, I was fenfible of this great truth
in my earlieft years, and in confequence
I chofe the Cloifter, as a retreat where,
{eparated from the creatures, I could
commune more eafily with the Creator.
The. commerce of the world is fo tur-
bulent, that while we are in it we fcarcely
know the recollection neceffary to unite us
with God.

I thought of writing a Letter, and I have
‘wrote a Sermon; except that, inftead of fi-
nithing with Amen, 1 conclude with the re-
fpe& which is due to you, and with which
I have the henour to be, &c. -

Romz, 13 December, 1754.

~ LETTER LXXXIN
"TO COUNT ALGAROTTL

T isa long time, my dear Count, fince
: 1 have had the pleafure of converfing
with you, or rather, fince I was at your
: fchool.
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fchool. A little difciple of Scotus canfiot
do better than profit by the leflons of a Phi-
lofopher, who has brought to light the New-
tonifm of the Ladies.. }

A philofophy: on the Subjeét of attraction -
eught more" particularly to be yours, be-
caufe you have fuch an attracting, amiable
charatter,. that you. draw all minds after
you; but for my part, I would rather, with
fuch advantages, be lefs 2 Newtonian, and.
more a Chriftian:.

- We were not created to be either the
difciples of Ariftotle or Newton. Our fouls:
have a much nobler deftiny ; and the more
yours is {ublime, the mere yeu ought to-
remount to its fource. .

You may fay as often as you pleafe, that
it is the bufine(s of a Monk to preachy
and I will repeat to you continually, that
it is the bufinefs of a Philofopher to em- 1
ploy himfelf in thinking from whence he.
eame, and: whither he goes. We have all a
caufe, and final purpofe for our exiftence,
and it muft be God alone who is both the
one and the other.

Your philofophy, notwithftanding your
reafonings, reft anly upon chimeras, if you
feparate it from religion. Chriftianity is the
fubftance of the truths which man ought
to feek after: but he loves to nurfe him-
felf in error, as the reptiles love to fatiate
themfelves on the mud in the ditch,. We
feek at a diftance what we may find in our-

C3 felves, . ‘
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felves, would we only look within, as«
the great St. Auguftine; who having tak
a. view of every being, to fee if he co
find his God, returned to his own he:
and declared that he exifted more th
than any where elfe—E: redsi ad me.

Thope you will preachto me one day, a
that cach of us fhall have his turn. £
I with to God!—However, whether j
.moralife or banter, I will always hear y
with that pleafure which one muft have
hearing thofe they cordially love, anc
~ whom they are from inclination as well
duty, the moft humble, &c.

Rous, 7 December, 17540

LETTER LXXXIV.

TO THE ABBE PAPYL

“PDEHOLD, my dear Abbé, the lear
B Cardinal Quirini is juft gone to ur
‘his knowledge to God, and to take:
draughts from that torrent of light, wh
‘we cannot perceive here below, but throu
-cloyds. He died as he lived, with
pen in hishand, finithing a line, and rea
togo to Church, where his heart alw
was. Mine fhall ere®t a monument to h

wit
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within myfelf, as lafting as my life. He
had a regard- for me— but, alas! for whom

he not? His cathedral, his diocefe, all
laly, even Berlin, hasexperienced his libe~
maliies.. The King of Pruffia honoured him
With {ingulatefteem, and all the Learned of
Europe admired his zeal and his talents.
_‘He had 4 conciliating ‘turn of mind;—
all the Proteftants loved him, though he
often_told them fevere truths. It is to be re-
gretted that he did not leave fome confider-
able work, inftead of writing only detached
pieces. He would have encreafed the Be-
nedictine Library, already fo voluminous ;
and being one'of the moft diftinguithed
members of the Order. of St. Benedict, he
would have enriched the Church with his
productions. ‘ :

If Poets are fufceptible of friendfhips,

Monf. Voltaire will regreat him. They cor-
refponded amicably ;—genius fought after
genius. For me, who can only admire great
men, -and regret the lofs of them, I f{hall
fhed tears upon the tomb of our illuftrious
Cardinal. Quando inveniemus parem 2

) I have the honour to be, &e¢.
ConvenT of ThE HoLy ArosTLEs,

13 January, 1755,

Cs LETTER
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LETTER LXXXV.
TO A PAINTER

HILE there is expreffion in your

piGtures, . thy dear Sir, - you may
applaud yourfelf for your work. ‘That 1s
the eflence of the 4xy; and renders 4 nuin-
ber of faults excufable, which would not
be forgiven in an ordinary Painter. -

1 have fpoken of your talents to-his Emi-
nence Cardinal Porto-Carrero, ‘ahd accord-
ing to your defire, he will recommend ‘you
in Spain; but nothmg will make you bet
ter known'than your own genius;—ofie
muft be born a Painter, as well as a Poet.
Carrache, notwithftanding the fpirit of ~hi
pencil, would - have produced no- work
worthy of attention, if he had not poffefled
that raprure which infpires with enthufiafm
andardour, - -+ . '
. We fee in his pictures a: fout which
fpeaks, which animates and infpires: we
think we can become Carrache himfelf,
from .'the ftrength of admiration, and be
filled with the yuftne(s .of his images. :

How the fpirit of -that great man, whor
you have chofen for a model, breathes ir
you! You will revive him again upon the
canvas! If you were -only his fhadow, you
would deferve to be efteemed : the fhadow
of a great man has fome reality.

Nature
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Nature ought always to be the model
for every man who paints; and to exe-
cute it well, no efforts are neceflary. Paint-
ers, like Poets, become monftrous, when
they ftrain their genius in compofing. When
talents are in a proper difpofition for execu-
ting a Work, a man feels himfelf hurried
on by an irrefiftable propenfity to f{eize the
pen or the pencil, and give himfelf up to
his inclination, without which he has neither
expreflion nor tafte.

Rome is undoubtedly the true fchool to
form a Painter ; but whatever trouble he
takes, he will never rife above mediocrity,
unlefs he has genius.

Itis time for me to have done, fince a-
Counfellor of the Holy Office is not a
Painter, and we have every thing to lofe,
when we {peak. of what we know only im-~
perfedtly. -

I am, Sir, &c.

KRB PR AR AKX AR H KKK

LETTER LXXXVL
TO MONSIGNOR AYMALDI,

OU have reafon to be furprifed, my
Lord, at the happy alliance which s
hencetorth to unite the ioufes of Burbon.

and Auftria.  There are prodigies in poli-
Cs tics
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ticsas well as in nature ; and Benedi&t XIV.,
on learning this furprifing news, had reafon
for exclaiming, O admirabil: commercium !

M. de Bernis has immortalifed himfelf by
this political phenomenon, having had jufter
views than Cardinal Richlieu.

By this means we fhall have no more wars
in Europe, except when they grow tired of
_ having peace; and the King of Pruffia,

though always thirfting after glory, will not
feek to make conquefts. But I fee Poland
at his mercy ; and becaufe a hero equally
valiant and fortunate, loves to aggrandize
himfelf, he will one day take part of it, if
that part be only the town cf Dantzick. Po-
land itfelf may perhaps lend a helping hand
to fuch a revolution, by not watching fuffici-
ently at home, and {plitting into a thoufand
different factions. The patriotic {pirit is no
longer fufficient among the Polanders, to
animate them to defend their country at the
expence of their lives. They are too often
from home, to retain their national fpirit.
It is only in England that the fpirit of pa-
 triotifin is never extinguithed, becaufe it is
founded on principle. - ‘

Europe has always had fome warlike Mo-
narch, jealous of extending his territories,
or gathering laurels : fometimesa Guftavus,
fometimes a Sobiefki, fometimes a Louis
the Great, fometimes a Frederic. Arms
more than talents have aggrandifed empires,

. becaufe
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becaufe mankind have known that there is
nothing of fuch energy as the law of the
ftrongeft, the ultima ratio regum. :
~ Happily, we feel none of thefe calami-

ties here: all is in peace, and every one re-
lithes its fruits delicioufly; as I eminently
tafte the pleafure of affuring you of all my
efteem,” and all my attachment.

N V . . .
"LETTER LXXXVIL

TO THE ABBE NICOLINE

Sir, ,
I Was extremely forry that I was not

at the Convent of the Holy Apoftles,
when you came tofavour me with a vifit
before your departure. Alas! I was upon
the banks of the 'Fiber, which the ancient
Romans magnified as they did their tri-
umphs; for as to its length or breadth, it
is but an ordinary river.

Thisis a walk which I have a particular
liking to, from the ideas it infpires me with
on the grandeur and declenfion of the Ro-
mans. [ call to mind the times when thefe
fierce defpots held the world in chains, and
when Rome had as many Gods, as they had
vices and paffiens.

Ithen
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I then fhrink back into my cell, where T
employ myfelf about Chriftian Rome, and
where, though the loweft in the houfe of
God, I labour forits utility : butitisa work
which is prefcribed, and therefore tedious ;
for in ftudying, a man commonly loves
what he performs freely.

I dare not fpeak to you of the death of
our common friend ;—That would be to
tear open a too tender wound. 1 came too
late to hear his laft words. He is regretted
like one of thofe fingular men of whom his
age was not worthy, and who pofiefled all
the candour of the primitive times.

It is faid that he has left fome pieces of
poetry worthy of the greateft mafters. He
never mentioned them, which is the more
extraordinary, as Poets are feldom more
. diftreet with regard to their writings, than
to their merit in other refpects.

For fome time we have had a fwarm of

younig Frenchmen here, and you may be-
i ?ie_ve that I have feen them with much plea-
fure. My appartment was not large enough
to hold them; thy all did me ‘the fa-
vour to come and fee me, becaufe they had
been told that there was a2 Monk in the
Convent of the Holy Apoftles who had a
particular love for France, and every one
that came from thence. 'They all fpoke to-
gether, and it was an earthquake that gave
‘me much pleafure.

‘ They
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They donot like Italy too much, becaufe
it is not yet quite frenchified; but I com-
forted them, by affuring them that in time
they would complete the metamorphofis,
and that I was already more than half 2
Frenchman. -

I have the honour to be, &c.
Rome, 24 July, 17'56.

><>c<!>o<>oooo§!x>o<><><>o<!:o<:<

LETTER LXXXVIL

TO MR, STUART,‘A SCOTCH GENTLEMAN. '

lF you are not affected by the fluctuation
of the waves which furround you, I will
reproach you keenly for your inconftancy;
for inattention to an old friend, who hasbeen
conftantly attached to you, is not to be for-
given. Your conduct reminds me of what
Thave often thought, that the principal na-
tions of Europe refembled the elements. .
The Italian, accordingto this fimilitude,

reprefents the fire, which, alwaysin action,
flames and {parkles, the German, the
earth, which, notwithftanding its denfity,
produces good pulfe and excellent fruits;
the French, the air, whofe fubtlety leaves
not a trace behind; the Englifh,. the fickle
wave, which changes every inftant.

' A fkilful
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A fkilful Miniiter, with addrefs, chains
thefe elements as he finds neceflary, or
makes them wreftle one againft the other,
according tothe interefts of his mafter. It
is what wehave feen more than once when
Europe was in combuftion, and was agitat-
ed by reciprocal violences.

Human policy embroils or reconciles ac-
cording to intereft, having nothing more at
heart than to govern or aggrandife. Chri-
ftian policy, on the contrary, does not
know the crimipal artof fowing divifions;
but its greateft fuccefs is in preventing
them. - 1 cannot value policy which is not
founded on equity, for that is Machiave-
lifm put into action: but I have the moft
advantageousidea of a policy which is fome-
times quiet, fometimes adtive ; is governed
by prudence; meditates, calculates, fore-
fees, and after having recalled the paft, re-
flets upon the prefent, glances into futuri-
ty, and having all times in view, becomes
active, or remains inaQtive. -

. It isabfolutely neceflary that a good Po-
litician fhould know hiftory perfeétly, and
the age in which he lives; he fhould know
the degreeof ftrength and {pirit poflefled by
thofe Charalters, who appear on theftage of
the world; to intimidate them if they are
weak, to oppofe them if they have courage,
and to miflead them if they are rafh. .

A knowledge of men rather than of
books, is the {cience of a good _Politici’a'n‘i

an
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and it is of confequence in his affairsto know
thofe perfectly whom he is to employ.
Some "are only proper for fpeaking, while
others have courage which fits them for ac-
tion; and all depends upon not miftaking
their charater. Many politicians fail from
. having mifplaced their confidence. There .
is no recovering a fecret when it has once
efcaped, and it is better tocommita fault by
being too referved, than by an imprudent
confidence: What we do not fpeak, cannot
be wrote.

The fear of being betrayed renders him
pufillanimous, who has too lightly laid open
his heart. ‘There are circumftances where
the Politician fhould appear to fay every
thing, though he fays nothing; and be able
to-miflead with addrefs, without betraying
the truth; for itis never lawful to change
it.

It is not weaknefs to yield when we can-
not do otherwife; itis then wifdom. All
depends on knowing the proper moment,’
and the charatters of thofe you have to deal
with; to forefee certainly the effe¢t which
refiftance could have in fuch circumftances.

Vanity often proves very hurtful to a
Politician. When impelled by refentment,
we would triumph overour enemy, andare
eafily entangled in difficulues, from not
fore();eing the confequences.

He who would lead men, ought to fub-
due his paffions, and oppof¢ a cool hcz:;ll 0}0

e
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thofe who have the greateft warmth; itis
that which makes us commonly fay, tbat
the world is the inberitance of the phlegmatic.

The way to difconcert the moft impetuous.
adverfary, is by great moderation. ,

We fhould have much lefs quarrelling'
. and fewer wars, were we only to calcu-
late whatquarrelling and fighting muft coft.
It is not fufficient to have men and money
at our difpofal; we muft know how to
employ them, and refle¢t that fortune isnot
always in the hands of the ftrongeft. Fora .
long time we have had.nothing but a tem-
porifing policy at Rome, becaufe we are
weak, and the courfe of events is the hap-
pieft refource to extricate thofe who cannot
refift. But as thisis now a fecret of whichno
oneisignorant, and asour flownefsin deter-
mining 1is generally known, it is not amifs,
but even proper, for a Pope now and then
to be determined; not in things that may
be difputed, but in things that are juft;
without which the Sovereign Pontiffs would.
be certain of being opprefled every time
they are threatened. -

Unfortunately, war is neceflary for fome
nationsto become opulent; there are others,
again, towhom it provescertainruin: from
all which I conclude, that a Minifter who
knows how to profit ably of circumftances
is truly a treafure; and when a Sovereign
has the happinefs to find fuch a man, he

) fhould
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mld preferve him, notwithftanding ca-

I have been ftammering upon a_fubject
which you underftand much better than I
do; but oneword leads on to another, and
mfenftbly we fpeak of what we do not
know.

Thus it happens in letter-writing.—We
do not forefee all that we fhall fay. The foul,
when it comes to recoil upon itfelf, is af-
tonifhed, and with reafon, atits ferdlity.
Itisa firiking piGure of the producion of
s world from nothing; for our thoughts,
which did not exift a ﬁttle before, fuddenly
ftart into being, and make us fenfible that
the Creation is realy not impoffible, as
fome modern Philofophers pretend. I leave
you with yourfelf; you are much better
than with me. Adieu.

Rous, 22 Auguft, 1756.

acec!eecocooocooo 2300000606 "0o0ce ccstooos

LFTTER LXXXIX.

TO THE REV. FATHER **¢, APPOINTED
CONFESSOR TO THE DUKE OF ***.

)4 HA'T a charge! What a bur-
den! my deareft friend. Is it

for your deftruction, or for your falvatiop,
that Providence has appointed you to this
x . formidable‘
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formidable employment? That idea ought -
tomake you nuemble.
You akk me what you fhould do to dif-
charge it properly >—Be an Angel.
Al thiugs prove fhelves and fnares for the
Confeflor of a Sovereign, if he has not pa-
; ,E;n_g:e to wait God’s good time, gentlenefs
t <t {6*compaffionate imperfetions, and ftéadi-
'+ m oIS to reftrain paffions, Youought to be
. filled, more than anyone, with the gifts of
the Ho}y Ghoft, fo as to diffufe fometimes
hopes, fometimes fears, andalways inftruc:
tion. You fhould have a zeal capable of
ftanding the fevercft eft, and a fpirit of
Jjuttice to balance the interefts of the peo-
ple, and the Sovereign of whom you have
the guidance. You fhould firft endeavour
‘to know, whether the Prince whom you
dire& is inftructed in.the duties of reli-
gion, and his obligations towards his fub-
Je&ts; for, alas! it'is too common for Prin-
ces to come out of the hands of thofe
who had the formingof them, without any
‘knowledge but what is fuperficial. Next
you fhould oblige your penitent to inftruét
himfelf, and to draw. inftruction from their
true fources, not loading the memory with
many leQures, but ftudying by principles
what Religion and Politics require froma
{ governor. T o
. There are excellent worksupon this fub-
je&, and you ought not to be ignorant of
them. I Know one that was compofed for
. Victor-
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Vitor-Amadeus, and which has no other
fault but that of being too diffufe, and ex-
atting too much. -

When the Duke is folidly inftruted, for
he fhould not fleep over frivolous ceremo-
nies, recommend to him to feek truth con-
tinually, and to love it without referve.
Truth fhould be the Sovereign’s coitipafs.
It will be the means of getting rid of all in-
formers and Courtiers, who fupport them-
felves in Courts by flattery and falfehood,
and who are by a thoufand degrees the moft
dangerousof all fcourges; deftroying Princes
both for this world and the next.

nfift, without intermiflion, on the necef-
fity of fhewing the refpect that is due to re-
" ligton, not by infpiring a {pirit of perfecu-
tion, but by recommending an evangeli-
. cal courage, which fpares the perfon, but
ftops the fcandal. Repeat frequently that -
the life -of a Sovereign, like his Crown, is -
very inlecure, if he fuffers jefting about the

worlﬁnF due to God, and does notputa ftop

10 irreligion.
ndeavour by your firmnefs, by your re-
prefentations, by your prayers, and even by

your tears, to make the Prince whom you
guide, diftinguifh himfelf by the goodnefs
of his morals, and to caufe them to flourith
in his kingdom, as they conftitute. the tran-
quility of citizens, and the happinefs of fa-

milies, which is the feed of population.
-_ Reprefent
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Reprefent- to him frequently, that his fub-
je€ts are his children, and that he fhould
be a parent to them day and night, to help

3 and comfort them ; that he fhould not im-
- pofe taxes upon them, but in proportion to
* their wealth and induftry, fo as neither to
. expofe them to indigence nor defpair ; and
. that a ready adminiftration of juftice is his
. indifpenfible duty.

*If you do not engage him to fee every
thing with his own eyes, you will do your
duty only by halves. The people are not
made -happy but by entering into particu-
lars, and there is no means of knowing
them, without defcending to make the en—

'lr‘);mugh the Great defpife the . people;
and do not reflect, thatin a State the People-
comprehends every individual except the:
Sovereign, yetto you, let that people be ever
prefent, as a facred portion. with which the
Prince thould be -conftanily engaged;—a
portion which makes the fupport of the
throne, and which fhould bc watched hke
the apple of the-e

: Make him. fcna,ble, that the life of a So-
- vereign is a life of trquble, and that recrea-
tions are only permitted 1o him, as to the
reft of mankind, for relaxation; and teach
him to know, that he ought to ftop his
. chriftian ftudies, and eyen his prayer. if he
~ is wanted for the fupport of the ﬂ%

Speak
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Speak to him of the dreadful account
| which he muft render to God of his admi-
niftration, and not of the judgment which
hiftory pronounces againft bad Princes af-
ter their deaths. ‘'That is not a proper mo-
tive to actuate a religious Prince; for hifto-
1y is only the voice of men, which perifh-
eth with them: but the living God, the
punither of crimes, is the obje¢t which
thould regulate the condu& of a Sovereign.
It is of hittle confequence to moft people,
whether they are well or ill fpoken of after
their death ; but the fightof an eternal and
inflexible Judge makes the moft awful im-
preflion upon the human mind.

You will not prefcribe thofe vague pe-
nances which confift in fimple prayers, but
apply a remedy fit to heal the wounds
which will be expofed to you; and parti-
cularly endeavour to difcover what is his
prevailing fault; without which you may
confefs for. a whole age without knowing
your penitent. If you would ftop the
courfe of an evil, you muft go to the foun-
tain-head. '

Take great care not to ftep beyond the
bounds of your miniftry, and not meddle,
Ido not fay with any intrigue, but with
any bufinefs, of the Court. 1t is moft un-
worthy to fec a Monk, who ought not to ap-
pear but as a reprefentative of Jefus Chrift,
difhonour that »uguft fun&ion by fordid in-
tereft or deteftable ambition. Al ‘
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- All your defires, all your views, fhould
have the fafety of the Prince who places
his confidence in you for their fole object.
Aftonifh him by an incorruptible virtue,
always equally fupported. If a Confeflor
does not make himfelf refpectable, and ef-
pecially in a Court, where they only feek
pretences for not being Chriftians, he au-
thorifes vices, and expofes himfelf to be de-
fpifed.

Inculcate into the mind of the Prince,
that he muft be anfwerable toGod for all
the employments he beftows, and all the
evil which is done in confequence of his
making an improper choice. Reprefent to
him particularly, the danger of nominatin%
ignorant or vicious people to ecclefiaftica
dignities, and nourithing their effeminacy
and covetoufnefs by giving them a plurality
of benefices. Perfuade him to feek out
merit, and to recompenfe thofe who write
for the good of the public, and for Reli-
gion. Teach him to fuppert his dignity,
not by pride, but by a magpnificence pro-
portior.ed to the extent of his dominions,
his forces, and his revenues; and to de-
fcend, at the fame time, from his rank, to
humarife himfelf with his people, and to
fearch after true bappinefs.

Place his duty frequenty before his eyes,
not with feverity nor with importunity, but
with thar charity, which, being the effufion
of the Holy Spirit, never fpeaks but with
‘ prudence,
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prudence, feizes the proper feafon, and pro-
fits by it. When a Prince is coavinced of
the knowledge ard piety of his Confeflor,
he hears hiim with good-na-ure, if his heart
be not corrupted. '

If your illuftrious pupil accufes himfelf
of effential faults in adminiftration, fpeak
to him in general terms, and you will
come infenfibly to the point of making him
confefs what you ought to know. You
fhould often infift upon his hearing all his
people, and doing them immediate juftice.

. If you do not find yourfelf inclined to fol-
low this plan, retire; for thefe are precepts
which you cannot tranfgrefs, without ren-
dering yourfelf guilty both in the fight of

and Man.

The fun&ion of an ordinary Confeffor
does not attract the public attention, but all
eyes are fixed on the conduct of the man
who is Confeflor tc a Sovereign. You can-
not be too exactin the tribunal of penitence,
in not allowing any one to approach to the
facraments whofe {candalous life muft ren-
der him unworthy in the eyes of the pub-
lic. There are not two Goipels, one for
the Sovereign, and another for the people:
both the one and the other will be equally
judged by that unalterable Jaw, becaufe the
law of the Lord remaineth eternally.

Princes are not the images of God by
their power and authority only, which they
hold of him alone ; they are fo likewife l;\y

AWY
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the virtues which they fhould poflefs, t
be proper reprefentatives of him. = A pec
ple {hould be able to fay of their Sovereige
““He governs like a Deity, with wifdom
clemency, and equity:” for Sovereigns ar
accountable to their fubjets for their con
duct, not to difclofe the fecrets of the Ca
binet, butin doing nothing which can mi
lead them. ‘ : :
" Of all things, take care not to fallify th
truth, either from weaknefs or any warld
ly motive. 'There is no capitulating "wit
the law of God ; it has the fame forceat a
times, and the fpirit of the Churchis alway
the fame. 'The zeal of the great Ambrofiu
with regard to the Emperor Theodoftus, i
extolled by the Church as highly at prefen
as it was -fgrmer}y; for fhe neither varies i:
her merals nor opinions. _ L
I pray to God, with all my heart, tha
he may fupport you, and enlighten. you i
fo hazardous an employment, where. yoi
ought not to be an ordinary man, but
heavenly gnide. You will then live as;
hermit, in the midft of the great world; a
a truly religious man, in a dwelling wher
~ there is commonly but little religion ; as :
Saint, in a place which would deftroy th
men of God, if the Lord was not ever
where with his ele¢t. 4 o
Iembrace you, and am, &«

Rome, 26 April, 1755.
LETTEI
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LETTER. XC

"TO THE PRELATE CERATL

My Lorp

AT laft the Chapter of Deminicans, at

which our Holy Father folemnly
prefided, is over, and the Rev. Father
Boxadors, equally diftinguifhed by hisbirth
and merit, hath been eleCted Superior Ge-
aeral. He will govern with mych wifdom
and honefty, s an enlightered man who
% acquainted with mankind, and knows
that they are not to be governed imperioudly.

Benedit XIV. who opened the Seflion
with a difcourfe the moft eloquent and flat~
tering for the Order of St. Dominick,
which has always been remarkable for the
underftanding and virtue of its mem-
bers, defired to have the Rev. Father
Richini for General, a truly modeft and
learned Monk; but notwithftanding his
prefence, and all his wilhes, he could not
fucceed.

The Pope took it very well, and in go-
ing away, fmiling, fpid, * that the Holy
“ Therefa having afked Qur Saviour, where-
“ fore a Carmelite, whom he had declar-
¢“ ed to her fhould be chofen General, was
“ not elected, he anfwered her, 1 was for
& bim, but the Morks were azainft bim. It is
“not aftonithing then, added our Holy
Vol I, D - “ Father
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 Father, that the will of his Vicar hath
 not had its effeft.”

All the world knows that we too often
refift the Holy Spirit, and that mankind
daily defeat the intentions of the Deity by
their wicked ways. :

Father Bremond is little regretted, al-
though he was extremely affable and vir-
tuous. His Order reproached him with
having a blind condefcenfion for a brother
who governed him, and whom [ always
diftrufted, becaufe he appeared to me to
be a flatterer. It is feldom that men of

" that charaer are not falfe. Your {weeten- -
-ed language is rarely the language of fin-

cerity.

I pitied poor P. Bremond, without dar-
ing to blame him. What man in employ-
‘ment but has been deceived?

. 'There are many people unjuft with re-

ard to the Great, and efpecially when they
are not great themfelves. The circum-
ftance of the Great being befet-with cares

-and embarrafilments is not attended to,

which fhould in part excufe them, whem
they cannet fee all with their own eyes-
Happy he who only fees greatnefs at a dif—

-“tance, like a mountain which he has no
-inclination to climb!

I have the honour to be, &c.
‘Rome, 29 July, 1756.
: LETTER

X
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LETTER XCL

TO AN ENGLISH LORD.

I Cannot conceive, my Lord, inftru&-
ed as you are in the imperfetions of
human nature, the variety of opinions,
the fantafticalnefs of tafte, and the force of -
cuftoms, why you fhould be aftonifhed at
‘the form of our Government. Ido not pre-
tend to juftify it, as it neither favours com-
merce, agriculture, nor population; that
isto fay, whatis precifely the effence of
public felicity: but do you think there
are na inconveniencies in other countries?
We are under an infenfible Government,

it is true, * which excites neither emulation
nor induftry; but I fee you Englifhmen
under the yoke of a populace who drag you
as they pleafe, and who, by their impetuo-
fity, whichcannot be reftrained, become your
Sovereigns: and I feeother people, fuchas
the Polanders, under an anarchy, and the
Ruffians under defpotifm; without men-
tioning the Turks, wiio dare not fpeak for
* fear o%the Sultan, who can do whatever he
pleafes. ' '
It is generally imagined, though I do
not know why, that the Ecclefiaftic Go-
vernment is a fceptre of iron ; yet whoever
has read its hiftory, cannot be ignorant
that the Chriftian Religion has abolifh-

D2 ed
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ed flavery: that in thefe countries where
it ftill unhappily prevails, as in Poland
and Hungary, the peafants, who are under
the government of bithops, are not bondf~
men; and that, in fine, nothing is more gen-
tle than the dominion of the Popes. Be-
fides their never having war, being necefla-
rily Princes of Peace, they trouble nobody
ither for taxes, or their ways of thinking.

‘There are certain Inquifitions which have
.caufed the Priefts to be branded with the
name of Perfecutors. But, befides that the
monarchs whoauthorized them, were equally
guilty with the inftigators, Rome was never
feen to give in to the barbarous pleafure of
burning its citizens for want of the faith,
or becaufe fome improper difcourfe had
efcaped them. Jefus Chrift, expiring up-
on the Crofs, far from exterminating thofe
who blafphemed him, follicited their pardon
with his Father: Pater, ignofce slhis.

What is certain is, that although fome
minifters of God have fometimes declared
for blood and carnage, they have only done
it by an enormous.abufe ofy religion, which,
having charity for its eflence, preaches up
meeknefs and peace. ’

Yet, wherefoever [look round the world,
I fee that, in the midft of ourindigence and
apathy, we are ftill the people who live
moft happily. This is owing, it is true,
to the goodnefs of the foil and climate,

iy - which
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which furnithes us abundantly with the ne-
ceflaries of life. )

If our Government had more aivity,
there would certainly be more vigour and:
circulation in the Ecclefiaftical State: but
who hath told us that the Government
would not then become defpotic? The
luke-warmnefs of the Popes, commenly too
old to undertake or execute, makes at once -
both our misfortune and our happinefs.
They leave the country to produce what
it pleafes, without attending either to its-
culture or improvement;, but they crufh no--
body under the weight of taxes, and every
one is fure of remaining in peace at home,,

' without the leaft moleftation.

_Rich countries are taxed in propor--
tion to their riches; and I do not know, in.
> whether it i$ better to inhabit a coun--
try flourithing by its induftry, .and having .
txorbitant. burdens to. pay, which leaves
only the means of fubfifting; or to live in
a place without this circulation, but ina
happy eafe. Itappears to me that every-
Individual, feparately, loves rather to gain
little with nothing to pay, than to gain
much, and pay almoft the whole. I pre-
fer having only twenty five fequins to my-
felf, to the happinefs of pofleflinga hundred
out of which I muft pay ninety.
We are frequently mifled by fpecious
advantages in what we fay upon Govern-
ment. The whole world requires undoubt-

D3 edly
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edly that we fhould labour and be attive,
lending our hands to one another from
the moft diftant parts of the globe, and
by keeping up correfpondences fupport a
juft equilibrium, or at leaft a happy har-
mony: yet that does not hinder but there
may be a little corner in the world which
may be happy, without taking a part in all
thefe enterprifes and revolutions; and we
are in thatlittleintrenchment where the fer-
pents of Difcord do net hifs, and where Ty-
ranny doth not exercife her cruelties.

The human mind is always in motion,
becaufe man is perpetually agitated: he
never loves to fee countriesreft in torpid
indolence. Thus conquerors who ravage.
kingdoms, who plunder, who kill, and
ufurp, pleafe him much more than thofe
beings who remain fixed inone place, lead-
ing an uniform life, and who do not, by
their revolutions, prefent him withany inte-
refting fpectacle on the theatre of the world.

Neverthelefs, the life celebrated by Phi-
lofophers and Poets is not a life of tumult;
they banifh avarice and ambition from the
mind of man to render him happy; and in
this they agree with the true Chriftians,
who preach up difintereftednefs and hu-
mility.

I aflure you, IThave often eftimated every~
kind of Government, and I fhould be puz-
zled to decide which is the beft. None
of them are without their inconveniencies;

' and
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and at this we fhould be the lefs-furprifed,
fince the univerfeitfelf, thoughgoverned
Infinite Wifdom, is fubje¢t to the ftrangeft
revolutions. Sometimes we are crufhed by
thunder, fometimes aflited by calamities,.
and almoft always vexed either by fhocks.
of the elements, or by the plague of infeéts;
in the heavenly country only all will be
perfet, and there we fhall find neither
evils nor dangers. )

A little lefs enthufiafm for your country,
Sir, would make you allow that there are
abufes in it as'in other cauntries. But how
expect an Englithman not to be -an enthu-
fiaft in favour of his country? You wilk
tell me that the liberty and property of
your citizens. are fingularly refpeted with
you; and I will anfwer, that thefe two:
prerogatives, which eflentially conftitute
happinefs, and whigh ought never to be
invaded, remain equally inviolate in the
dominions of the Pope. There cvery one
is allowed to enjoy his property in peace,
to go and come as he pleafeth, without
being molefted. The rigours of authori-~
ty are unknown in the Ecclefiaftical States,
and you may fay, that the fuperiors have
more the manner of entreating than com-
manding. Do not imagine, from thefe
obfervations, that I am an apologift for a
government fo defeGive as ours: I know
its defeCts as well as you; but think that
there is not an adminiftration in the uni-

D4 verfe
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‘verfe of which we may not {peak body

good and ill. May the republican love re-
publics, and the fubjets of monarchs love

* monarchies, and then all will be in its pro-

per place. As for me, Iam in mine, when

I aflure you of the refpet, &c.-
Rome, 27 September, 1756.

LETTER XCIL

TO A PHYSICIAN.,

I Am grieved, my dear Friend, that your
domettic affairs are fill in fo bad a fitua-
tion, and that your wife, by her exceffive
expences, labours continually to make them.
worfe. There is nothing but patience and
mildnefs which can affect her. Gain her con-
fidence, and you will afterwards gain what
you pleafe. You fhould never moleft a wife,
whatever the may have done amifs ; but fall
upon fome means-capable of opening her
eyes. Speak reafon to her; feem to enter
into her views fo as not to have the appear-
ance of contradi@ting her; and infenfibly,
by candid reprefentations, by good treat-
ment, by fenfible reafonings, by the effu-
fions of the heart, the may be brought to
relifh the morals you preach to her; but'yofttl
< mu
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muft not affume either a pedantic manner,

or the tone of a moralifer,
Above all things, do not complaim of
your wife before your children, but ftill lefs
" before your fervants. ‘They will acquire
the habit of no longer refpecting her; per-
haps they may defpife her.

Women deferve attention, and the more -
fo, as" it is almoft always the temper of
hubands, or domeftic vexations, which -

make them peevith: Their tender forms

require attention, as well as their fituation, .

which does net permit them to divert their

cares fo eafily as we can do, whofe lives are .
divided bétween bufinefs and ftudy. While -
the hufband goes .abroad on bufinefs or -

Pleafure, the wife remains confined at home,

neceflarily employed in minute attentions, -

which are confequently teizing. Women
who love reading have a refource; but the
cannot be always reading: befides, almo
every woman who reads much is vain.

I advife you to recommend to her credi-

tors, to come frequently to perfecute her, .
when fhe is-in their debt. She will foon -
grow - tired of their vifits, and then you-

thould take occafion to thew her, that there

cannot be a greater misfortune than to be -

in debt when we cannot pay. You will en-

gage her attention by mentioning the ne- -

ceflity of faving fomething for her children..

She loves them tenderly, and that motive -

will be the beft leflon which can be given her..

Dgs I formerly -

{
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I formerly knew an old officer at Pefaro,
who had fuffered much by the paffionate
freaks of his wife. When fhe fell into a rage,
he remained immoveable, and did not fpeak
one word ; and this filence very foon cooled
her paffion. 'The paffionate are to be dif-
armed by mildnefs.

: How pleafed am I, my dear Do&er, that
I am married tomy cell! It is a quiet com-
panion, who does not fpeak one word, who
does not put my patience to the trial, and
whom I find always the fame at whatever
hour I return; always tranquil and ready
to receive me. The vexations of the Monks.
are nothiug, when compared with thofe of
people who live in.the world: but it is ne-
- ceffary that every one fhould fuffer patient-
ly, and reflect that this life is not eternal.
St. Jerome faid, that he advifed marriage
to thofe only who were fearful in the night,
that they might have a companion to keep.
up their courage; but as he was never fear-
ful, he never iaclined to marry. .

I am glad that your eldeft fonhas fuchan
uncommon fagacity. You muft work upon
the temper of the youngeft, fincehe ismore
referved, that he may fhew himfelf. Theta-
lent of a father is to muldply himfelf, and
to appear to his children under different
forms: to one, asa mafter; to another, as
a friend. :

The confidence which the firft people of
the town place in you does them honour.

They
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They muft have known, from frequent cures,
that the reproaches againft phyficians are
not always well founded. The fafhion is to
be merry at their expence; but for my part,.
I am convinced that there is more under-
ftanding among them than in almoft all the
other profeflions; and that their fcience is
not fo conjetural as is commonly thought »:
but man, ingenious in deluding himfelf,
fays, that it 1s néver death, but always
the phyfician that kills. Befides, what
learned men never deceives himfelf? We
fhould not fee fo many fophifms and pa-
rodoxes in books, were it not that writers.
are fallible, though they know. a. great
deal.

What Ifay to you, my dear Do&or, is;
the more generous on.my part, becaufe I en-
joy the moft perfet health, and have no:
need ofany phyfician.. Itake my chocolate:
every morning, lead a frugal life, ufe a great
deal of fnuff, and walk frequently; and.
with fuch a regimen, one may live an age;.
but I am not defirous of a long, life.

Love me always as your beft friend, the
friend. of your family, and as one who.moft.
fincerely wifhes to fee you happy.

My compliments to your. dear wife,.
whom I wifh to fee as reafonable in her ex--
pences as you are:—that time will come.
The happinefs of this life confifts in always.
hoping.

Roue, 30 September, 1756..

LETTER
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LETTER XCIIL

TO THE SAME,

OU will fee, my Friend, by the in-

clofed memorial of your colleagues,
who tear each other in pieces, that ftudy
does not exempt us from the weakneffes in-
cident to humnan nature.

Neverthelefs, the learned ought to fet an -
example of moderation, and leave quar-
rels and jealoufies to the vulgar, as their
proper elements. Every age has produced.
literary combats very humiliating to fenfe
and reafon. ‘The merit of one 1s not the
fame in another, and I cannot fee why envy.
fhould be fo exafperated asto decry thofe
who have reputation. I would rather never
have read in my life, than conceive the
leaft hatred againft a writer. If he writes
well, I admire him; if badly, I excufe him,
becaufe [ imagine he did his beft.

The greater the number of mean fouls
who rank themfelves in the lift of writers,
the more they deteft and tear one another
in pieces. Men of genius, like the gene-
rous maftiff, defpife the infults of little
curs. The truly great never reply to cn-
tics ;—fatite is beft anfwered by filent con-

_tempt. '

Men of fuperficial knowledge are much
more expofed to thefe fquabbles than ﬁc

truly
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truly leamed, becaufe their application is
quite. different.  ‘The learned are too much
abforbed in ftudy to hearken to the whif-
pers of jealoufy; while the others, like
light troops, are fcattered about upon the
watch.

The French have a great deal of thefe
hateful difputes in their writings, from-their-
having many more fuperficial than pro-
found authors. Their agreeable vivacity
leads them to trivial ftudies, rather than to
the ftudy of the Sciences:. from a dread.
that " their gaiety muft be laid under re-
ftraint, and, their liberty be loft in intenfe
application. The learned man writes for.
pofterity, and the fuperficial for the pre--
fentage; he is in a hurry to gain reputa--
tion for the immediate gratification of felf-
love, preferring the applaufe of a day to a
more latting glory.

Iam delighted to hear that your wife is
become fenfible to your remonftrances:
fhe will poffibly at laft become a mifer.
But take care of that, for fhe will perhaps
make you die of hunger; and a Phyfician
prefcribes only ftrit regimen to his pa-
tients.

I have fcarce time to read the work you
mention ; but as you fpeak fo highly of its
latinity, I will endeavour to glance it over.
There are fome books which I run over
in the twinkling of an eye, others vlvg!ch

ive
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I dive into {0 as to -lofe nothing; butit de-
pends upon the fubjets, and the manner of
treating them.

I love a work whofe chapters, like fo
many avenues, lead agreeably to fome
interefting profpet.- When I fee the road.
crooked, and the ground rugged, I re-
ject it at the beginning ; and I do not go-
farther, unlefs the importance of the fub-
Jje&t makes me forget the manner in which
it is delivered. - :

I leave you to vifit an Englifh Lord, who.
thinks, as he fpeaks, with energy. He
cannet conceive how Rome can canonize
men who have lived holy lives; as if we .
did not judge of men by their lives, and:
as if God had not promifed the kingdom
of heaven to thofe who faithfully accom-~
plifh the law.

I believe, however, that that excellent
work of the Holy Father, On the Canoni-
zatios of Saimts, will open his eyes; he
citeems the Pontiff greatly, and has an
high opinion of his writings. Adieu.

Convent of the HoLy ArosTLEs,.

5. November,. 17;6.

LETTER
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LETTER XCIV..

TO THE ABBE LAMI

WISH, my dear Abbé, for the honour of

your country and of Italy, that the
Hiftory of Tufeany, which is going to be
publifhed, may correfpond with its title.

What excellent matter to handle, if the
writer, equally judicious and delicate, fhews
the Arts{pringing from this country, where
they had been buried during fo many ages;
and if he paints in proper colours the Me-
dicis, to whom we owe this ineftimable
advantage! ‘

Hiftory brings together all ages and ali
mankind intoone point of view, prefenting
a charming landfcape to the mental eye.
It gives colour to the thoughts, foul to the
attions, and life to the dead; and brings
them again upon the ftage of the world,
as if they were flill living; but with this
difference, that it is not to flatter, but to
judge them.

Formerly hiftory was but badly written,
and even at thisday our Italian authors are
not much improved. ‘They only compile
events and dates, without charaterizing
the genius either of nations or heroes.

The generality of men look upon hiftory
with a curfory glance, as they would ata

plece
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piece of Flanders tapeftry. They are con~
tent to fee characters fhining by the vi-
vacity of the colouring, without thinking’
of the head which drew the defign, or.
the hand which executed it.. And thus
they think they fee every thing, while they
fee nothing. - '

It is impoflible to profit by hiftory, if
we are attentive only to princes, battles,
and exploits, paffing in review before us;
but I do not know more inftructive reading,
if we confider the progreis of events,
and obferve how they were condutteds;
when we analyfe the talents and defigns
of thofe people who fet all in motion, and
tranfport ourfelves to the ages and coun-
tries in which fuch memorable a&tions hap-
pened.

Hiftory affords an inexhauftible fund for
reflexions. Every action fhould be weigh--
ed, not with a minute examination which .
doubts of every thing, but with a critical’
eye which will not be deceived. Itis fel-
dom that young people profit by the read--
ing of hiftory, becaufe it is given to them
as a kind of exercife calculated folely for.
the memory ;. inftead of being told, thatit
is the foul, and not the eyes, which ought
to be employed in fuch a ftudy.

Then they will obferve fome men highly.
praifed, who were the difgrace of human
nature; others who were perfecuted, yet.
were the glory of their country, and the age

n
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in which they lived. ‘Then they will know
the {prings of emulation, and the dangers
of ambition ; they will fee felf-intereft the
primum mobile in cities, courts, and families.

Hiftorians rarely make reflexions, that
they may leave their readers at leifure to-
?_naall);fc and judge of people of whom they

In all the hiftories of the world, we find
people who fcarcely appear on the fcene, yet
behind the curtain fet all in motion. They
tfcape not the attentive reader, who gives
them the honour of what flattery has too
often afcribed to the man in office.. Al-
moft all princes and almoft every minifter.
have fome fecret agent that moves them,,
who is only to be difcovered by analizing
themfelves.

We may likewife fay that fome of the
' greateft events which have aftoniflied the-
world, have frequently taken rife from.
perfons obfcure both in rank and extrac-
tion. Many women who appeared. only as
the wives of princes or ambafladors, and.
who are not even mentioned in hiftory,
have frequently -been the caufe of fome
of the nobleft exploits. Their counfels have
prevailed and been followed; and the huf~
bands have had all the honour of enter-.
prizes which was due to the fagacity of their.
WIVES. . .

Thufcany furnifhes much excellent matter,
which an ahle hiftorian might difplay in {:

mo
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moft lively and ftriking manner.

period where we fee princes of fuch
traCted power as the family of Medici
viving the arts, and fpreading them all
Europe, will not be the leaft interef
When 1 refle& upon this ®ra, it fi
like a new world rifing out of chac
new fun coming to give light to the
ferent nations. O that this work, my
Abbé, had fallen into your hands!
would have given, it all the fpirit it i
pable of. Adieu. Somebody is comit
befiege me, and I won’t be blocked u
they are vifits of politenefs, which fhou

refpetted.

Rouz, 8th November, 1756.

_ LETTER XCV
TO COUNT #ee

Cannot fufficiently exprefs my joy

dear Count, when I think you ar
ing on fteadily in the paths of virtue,
that you are fufficiently mafter of yo
to keep your fenfes, paffions, and he
order.

Yes, we will make that little exc
we projected. Your company is be
my dehight, fince you have become a
man,
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I will willingly prefent you to the Holy
Father, when you come to Rome; and
I proteft to you he will be happy to fee
you, efpecially when he knows that you
apply yourfelf to proper ftudies. You will
find him as lively as if he was only five-and-
twenty.

Gaiety is the balm of life; and what in-
duces me to believe that your piety will be
preferved, is, your being always ot a chear-
ful temper. 'They become infenfibly tired
of virtue, who become tired of themfelves.
Every thing then becomes a burden, and
the whole concludes with finking into a
difmal mifanthropy,- or the greateft diffipa-
tion. I approve much of your bodily exer-
cifes; they enliven the fpirits, and make
us fit for every thing: I take as much
exercife as the difmal profeflion of a monk
allows. ,

When you come to fee me, I will tell
you all that the implacable Marchionefs
alledges in her own vindication for not
feeing you. I always thought that her par-
ticular devotion would not allow her to
do fo good an adion: fhe would fupport
her conduct by vanity. You cannot ima-
gine how difficult it is for fome devotees to
acknowledge themielves in the wrong.

As for you, ftop where you are. You have
written to her; you have fpoken to her;
and certainly that is enough; efpecially as
€t, Paul tells us, that we fhould be at peap}e:

wit
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with all the world, if poflible—f flers patefi.
He knew that there are fome unfociable
people in the woild, with whom it is impof-
fible to live cordially.

I embrace you with all my heart, &ec.

HEHEL 2SS RGLLE R LTSS

LETTER XCVIL

TO R. P. LUCIARDI, A BARNABITE:.

MosT Rev. FATHER,

OUR decifion is quite conformable-

to the Councils, and I fhould have

been much aftonifhed if it had been other-

wife, confidering the long time that I have.

been acquainted with- your extenfive know--
ledge and your judicious opinions.

Befides the excellent books which yoit
always have in your Library, you conftantly
have the reverend P. Gerdil, whofe learning,
and modefty deferve the greateft praife.

Take care of your health, for the fake of
religion and our own interefts.

The city of Turin where you live, cer-
tainly knows. the value of poflefling you,
for it is a place where merit is efteemed.
and cherifhed.

I'make a fcruple of detaining you longer.
from your ftudies and exercifes of pict){i

an
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and therefore conclude without ceremony
by affuring you moft cordially, that

Iam, &c.
Roueg, 3d. December 1754,

DOKBSOCHOOAKEISOOKINK K

LETTER XCVIL

TO A DIRECTOR OF NUNS.

DO not congratulate you upon your
1 employment, but I will endeavour that
you fhall acquit yourfelf with all poffible
prudence and charity. )

Take my advice, and go very feldom
into the parlour: it is a place of idle con-
verfation, f{enfelefs tales, and little {landers,
-and your fre?uenting it cannot fail to excite
jealoufies; for if you fee one oftener than
another, " they will come fecretly to hear you
from a fpirit of curiofity, which muft produce
cabals and parties, and the leaft word you
fpeak will have a thoufand commentaries.

Secondly, you cannot remove the idle
fcruples you will often hear of, except by
defpifing them, and never hearing them
more than twice.

- Thirdly, accuftom the Nuns never to
fpeak of any thing which does not regard
themfelves, while at confeflion, becaufe they
will otherwife make the confeflion of their
neighbours; and in confeffing one only,

you



70 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,

you will learn infenfibly the faults of the
whole community,

Fourthly, endeavour conftantly to main.
tain peace in all their hearts, repeating in-
ceflantly that Jefus Chrift is to be found
only in the bofom of peace.

Frequently refle®, that if there is luft in
_ the eyes of all men, as St. John tells us,
; thereis a luft in the tongues and ears of
many Nuns. Have you fkill to cure them?
If it is not proper to prefctibe abfolute
filence, itis at leaft neceffary to prohibis
malicious difcourfe, where they amufe
themfelves at the expence of their neigh-
bours.

Refpect the tendernefs of the fex, which
requires condefcenfion in governing them;
and fhew fome indulgence to the poor re-
clufe labouring in fpirit, fo as not to add
to the yoke, already fufficiently heavy
from the burden of an eternal folitude.

Our Holy Father has known their wants,
by allowing them to vifit each other once
a year. Whatever is done from-a prin-
ciple of charity deferves to be praifed.

There are occafions where you will have
ufe for all your firmnefs, and without
which you will not be Disector, but direct-
ed. Some Devotees have the addrefs to
lead him who hath the care of their con-
fciences: they appear to do it quite pioufly,
without feeming to intend it. ¥
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If you negle& thefe hints, you will re-
pent; but you will do better if you ap-
pear only at confeflion, or in the Pulpit,
and at the Altar. You will be much more
refpeCted. There are few Directors who do
fot lofe a great deal by making themfelves
too much known. It is great wifdom never
to appear among them unfeafonably. Afk

me-nothing farther upon this article, for
Thave told you all that I know. Adieu.

ConvenT of the HoLy ArosTLEs,
19 December, 1756,

o 7 : X

LETTER XCVIIL

TOTHECOUNTGENORI

Y books, my monaftic exercifes,

my cmployment, all join to oppofe
the pleafure I fhould otherwife have in
vifiting you.” Befides, what would you
do with a Monk ‘whofe time is continuall
interrupted with reading and prayer, whic
would break in upon our walks and our
converfations?

I am fo accuftomed to my hours of foli-
tude and application, that I believe I could
not exift without them.

All the happinefs of a Monk confifts in
being alone, in praying and in ﬁudymga I

ve
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have no other, and I prefer it to all the
pleafures of the world. The converfation of
the learned or fome of my friends is infi-
nitely preciousto me, provided they do not
break in upon my time. Inever propofed to
be the {lave of the minute in the hours which
I can difpofe of, becaufe I hate every thin
which is trifling; but I love order, and
fee nothing which can preferve the har~
mony of the foul and the fenfes, but a love
of order.

Where there is no order, there can be
no peace. Tranquility is the daughter of
Regularity, and it is by regularity that man
can fhut himfelf up within the {phere of
his duty. All the inanimate creation preach
up regularity ; the ftars perform their courfe
periodically, and the plants revive at the
moment which is marked out to them.
We can tell the inftant the day fhould a
pear, -and it doth not fail; we know
momert of the night, and then darkgefs
covers the earth.

The true Philofopher never perverts the
order of time, unlefs obliged by occupa-
tions or cuftoms which require it.

To return, Sir, tonawral hiftory, which
'ou mentioned to me: it is certain we
ave ftudied it lefs than antiquity, although

the former is much more ufeful than the lat-
ter. Neverthelefs, Italyat every ftep prefents
wherewithal to exercife and fatisfy the cu-

riofity of Naturalifts, Phenomina may be
ieen
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{een in Italy, that are not to be feen elfe-
where ; and people who are faid to be lefs
fuperftitious than the Italians, would in-
ftantly take them to be miracles.

A French Abbé, who has been here for
fome time, and whom I got acquainted
with through Cardinal Paffionei, was in the
greateft aftonifhment at feeing the wonders
which nature every where pre?entcd to him.
I thall always remember a walk whichl
had with him near the Villa Mattei, and
which lafted five hours,  though no great
diftance, becaufe he ftopped every inftant.
He has knowledge, and fuch a tafte for na-
tral hiftory, that he glues himfelf to an
infect or a flint, fo that he cannot tear him-
{elf from them. I was afraid he would
petrify himfelf with looking fo' much upon
ftones; and Imutft fay I fhould have been

. a great lofer, for his converfation is ex-

ceedingly engaging and chearful. 'This is
the Abbe who has written againft the fyf-
tems of Monf. Buffon. How much longer
would he not have remained, if he had the
happinefs of being with you?" -

I have the honour to be with the moft
lively gratitude, and moft refpectful at-
tachment,

Your moft humble, &c.

Vou. II. E LETTER
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LETTER XCIX.

TOCOUNSELLOR Cs¢s, ~

( Such . compliments! If you knew
' how I love them, you would not
make them.

What has been faid with regard to thé
perfon in queftion, is only founded on
envy and malice. Is there a man in office,
.or aman who hath wrote, that has not
enemies? Libels and fatires make an im-
preflion only upon weak and badly organifed
heads; and I{ou will obferve, that it is al-
ways the moft vicious and fpatted charatten
which moft readily believe calumny, anc
‘who feem to have the greateft relucance
to fee thofe whom they have offended. -

Prejudice, however, is fo common, that
according to the obfervation of the Holy
Father, a thoufand recommendations ar
wanted to determine a man in office in fa
vour of any perfon; but there needs on
word only to make him change, or to pro
voke him. Thisis the ftrongeft proof o
the depravity of the human heart.

We fhould be obliged to fee nobody
were we to fhut our doors againtt all wh
have been ill fpoken of. Weought to b
very careful to avoid judging rafhly. 1
is fhameful to pafs fentence againit ou

brothes
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brother, when we have not fufficient proofs
to accufe him. :

Prejudice ruins a number of the Great,
and efpecially Devotges, who think they
ought pioufly to give credit to all the ewil
which is fpoken of their neighbour. They
pretend to be ignoratit'that God hath ex-

. prefsly commanded us not” to judge, left
we be judged; and that it is lefs criminal
in his eyes, to commit faults which they 4
rpent of, than to accufe their brethren

rafly. :

‘ T{c firt rule of chriftian charity is to
believe no 11l if we have not feen it; and to
be filent, if we have feen it.

Befides, i he whom they would prevent
you from feeing, feeks the fociety of good
people, it is a proof that he is not fuch a
Kbertine ds ‘they pretend, or that he is in-
clined to reform. Perhaps his falvation’
depends upon the good example you will
fet him: therefore I would not have you
reje& him. : :

“Charity does not judge like the world;
becaufe the world almoft never fails to
judge amifs. '

‘ Tam, &c.

ConvexT of the Hony A-_rosrus.

| E 2 LETTER.
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LETTER C
“TO THE ABBE Le*ss.
Sir, N P '

NINCE you confult me uponthe dif

courfe which I lately heard, I muft tel
you with my ufual freedom, that 1 fount
fome excellent things-in it, but did notlik
that affetation which .enervated: it.-
“looks like a work that had been made ap
- painted at a Lady’s toilstte. . For the fu
ture, let your heart {fpeak when you moun
the Pulpit, and you will fpeak well. -Fanc;
thould be employed only to make a borde
for the painting, but you have made it thy
foundation of your difcourfe..

A good Orator fhould keep a mediun
between the Italian and French, thatis t
fay, between a Giant and a Dwarf.

Do not let yourfelf be fpoiled by th
manners of theage, or you will never b
able to get rid of that affected eloquenc
which tortures both words and thought:
It is of importance to a young man of a
bilities to receive fuch advice, and abov
all to follow it; and I depend upon frou
modefty for taking it in good part. Ian
with all poffible defire of feeing you a per
fe& Orator, B

Sir, your’s, &c.

Rowme, 1oth of the Month.
o LETTER
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LETTER CL

TO PRINCE SAN SEVERO:

I Am always in admiration-at your new
difcoveries. By what you have created,
you have produced-a fecond world from
the firft. ‘This: will: diftratt our Antiqua-:
ties, - who perf{uade themfelves that there is
nothing excellent. or engaging which is not
véry olds

It is undoubtedly very proper that we:

fhould value Antiquity; but I think we-
would.not make ourfelves fuch flaves to it,
as to exalt beyond meafure a thing which
is defpicable in itfelf,. only. becaufe it was.
dug out of Adrian’s garden.
. The Ancients had things for common-
ufe as well as we;. and. if they are to be
valuéd. merely becaufe of their antiquity,
the earth. in this quality deferves. our firft
homage,. for furely its antiquity is not to-
be queftioned. .

I neither love enthufiafm nor infenfibilt--
ty: thofe only who keep the middle be-
tween thefe two extremes, can either fee
or judge rightly. The cold indifferenc of
the infenfible, takes away all tafte and cu-
riofity ; and we ought to be pofleffed of
either the one or the other, to examine and.
intitle us.to pronounce:

: Ej Fancy,
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Fancy, when not regulated, is much
more dangerous than indifference. It daz-
zles the eye, and clouds the underftand-
ing. Even Philofophy, of whom this fpor-
tive Deity fhould have no hold, daily feels
the too fatal impreffion. Sophiftry, para-
doxes, captious reafonings, compofe the
train of our modern Philofophers, and have
no other origin than Fancy. She takes wing
as whim happens to lead, without having
the leaft refpect either for truth or expe-
rience.

Your Excellency certainly knows this’
kind of writing, as you have frequent op-
portunities of reading the produtions of
the times. England, which on account of
its phlegm we fhould imagine had lefs fan-
cy than other nations, has often publifhed
the moft extravagant ideas, Its Philofo-
phers have been ftill more diftracted than
ours, becaufe they muft have made greater
efforts to furmount their natural character
of referve and taciturnity. ‘Their imagina-
tion is like the coal which flames, and whofe
vapour difturbs the brain. )

- It is faid, with reafon. that the imagi-
nation is the mother of dreams, and even
produces more than the night; but thefe
are the more dangerous, as in giving up to
them, we do not think we dream, while
the morning is fure to undeceive us as to
the illufions of the night.

Iam
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_ Lamralways afraid' of yourchymical expe-
nments hurting your health, for fometimes
very terrible accidents happen from them.
- But when new experiments in Phyfics are to
be made,. aman runs into them without any
dread of the confequences, like an Officer
hurried on by his valour, who throws him-
felf at all hazards into the midft of the fire
I have the honour to be,

With refpet and attachment, &ec..
Romz, 13th January, 1757.

OO IIGOOOOIIICK

LETTER CI.

TO A PRELATE.

My Lorbp,

NITE. yourfelf with:me, that we
U may revenge .the memory of Sextus:
Quintus. I was moved to a:degree of warmth
yefterday in: fupperting: him againft fome
who, called-him a cruel Pope, a.Pontiff un-
worthy of reigning.. It is aftonithing how
this character which has been beftowed up-
on him is fupperted,. and.what footing it has
obtained in the world.

Is it reafonable to judge fo great a man,
without once refleting on the times in
which he lived, when Italy {warmed with
robbers; when Rome was lefs fecure than

E 4 a foreft
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a foreft, and modeft women were infulted
in her ftreetsat mid-day?

The feverity of Sextus Quintus, who is
improperly called Cruel, would in fuch cir-
cumftances be at leaft as pleafing in the
Tight of God, as the piety of Pius V.

We have feen that thoufands of men
have been affaflinated under the rei
fome Popes, without the murderers being
brought to punifhment : then was the time
when it might have been faid with pro-
priety, that the Popes were cruel: but when
Sextus Quintus put to death nearly fifty
robbers to fave the lives of his fubje(ts, ta
re-eftablifh morals in the midft of the cities,
and fecurity in the heart of the country, at
a time when there was neither law, nor or-
der, nor reftraint; this was an a& of juftice
and zeal, ufeful to the public, and therefore
agreeable to God.

I confefs to you, that 1 mourn when I
fee great men’s charaéters become the fable
of ignorant and prejudiced writers. Even
pofterity, which is faid to be an impartial
Judge, has more than once been mifled
by the refleftions of an artful Hiftorian,
who feats himfelf upon the bench without
authority, and pronounces according to his
prejudices.

It is in vain to cry out calumny;—the
impreflion has been made,—the book has
been read, and the mukitude judge only
from the firft account. Thus Gregorio Lets

has
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" has rendered. the chara&er of Sextus Qyin-
tus hateful all over the world, inftead of
reprefenting him as a fovereign who was
obliged to intimidate his people, and re-
frain them by the moft ftriking examples

of feverity. . o

Nothing- is fo dteadful for a country as
too mild a government. Crimes make a
thoufand times more vi&ims than well-timed
punithments:. The Old. Teftament is full
of examples of juftice and terror, and they
were commanded by God himfelf, who
furely cannot be accufed of cruelty.

I will certainly wait upon you the firft
moment in my power; you may depend .
upon it, as-upon the affection with whichl.
fhall be all my life, &c.

Convent or THE Horv ArosTLRs,
- 8.Apiil, 17357, ’

LETTER (L.

TO A YOUNG MONK.,

My pear Frienp,.
~4-H E advice you afk about:your mans
.+ ner of ftudying, ought to be fuited
to. your difpafition and talents. If viva~
gity issyour preva‘ilitilg- temper, it may be

5 moderateds '
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moderated by reading works of little ima-
gination ; but, on the contrary, if you find
your thoughts languid, yeu fhould enli-
ven yourfelf by reading books written with
fpirit. |
Do not burthen your memory with dates.
and falls, before you have arranged your
ideas, and acquired.a juftnefs in reafoning..
You thould accuftom yourfelf to think me-
thodically, and to difpel as much as poffible
the chimeras. that may ftart up in your
brain. -

He who thinks enly vaguely, is fit for

- nothing, becaufe nothing can be found ca~

pable of fixing: him.

The foundation of your ftudies ought to.
be the knowledge of God and. yourfelf. In
philofophizing upon your nature, you will
acknowledge an Exiftence, to whom you.
owe your creation; and by refle¢ting on the:
ftrayings of the imagination, and the wan-
derings of the heart, you will be fenfible of
the neceflity of a revelation, which hath re-.
vived the law of nature in a more lively and
effe¢tual manner. '

Then will you give yourfelf up without
referve to that fcience which from reafon
and authority introduces us into the fanc-.
tuary of religion ; and there you will attain
a knowledge of that heavenly doétrine de~
clared in the Scriptures, and interpreted by
the Councils and Fathers of the Church.

' Reading:
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Reading them will render true eloquence:
familiar to you, and you fhould take themw
. aarly for models, fo as to fucceed after~
wards in your manner of wiiting or preach-
ing.
You will take the opportunity, when
there are intervals in your exercifes, to caft:
jour eye on the fineft fragments of the
Orators and Poets, as St. Jerome did;
that is to fay, not as.a man who made
them his ftudy, but as one who extracted.
from them .whatever was beft to improve
his ftyle, and. to make them ufeful in the-
caufe of religion..

Ths Hiftorians- will-next lead you by
the hand from age to age, and fhew you .
the events-and revolutions which have ne--
ver ceafed to employ and agjtate the world : -
this will give:you a conftant. opportunity
of acknowledging and adoring a Provi-
dence which direts all according to its .
defigns.

You willfee in almeft every page of hil-
tory, how Empires and Emperors have been
inftruments of juftice or mercy in the hands
of God; how he exalted, and .how. he de-
prefled. them ;. how he created, and how
he deftroyed them, being himfelf always-
unchangeably the fame. .

You fhould read over again. in- the:
morning, what you read at night, fo as to
fix it in your memory; and inorder to pre-
vent your becoming a pedant, after read-
ing;
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ing a work of lively imagination, never fail
to take up fome more folid and phlegmatic
compofition.

This will compofe your thoughts, which
the productions of an elevated mind are apt
to terment, and will reftrain the genius,
which might otherwife be to eafily hurried
out of its proper fphere. :

Endeavour to procure the converfation
of learned men as much as you poflibly
can. Happily Providence has fupplied you ;
for in almoft all our Houfes, there are
Monks who have ftudied to advantage.

Do not negle&t the fociety of old men:
their memories are furnithed with many -
falts which they witnefled, and which make
them repofitories well worth examining.
They refemble cld books, which contain
excellent matter, though badly bound,
dufty, and worm-eaten.

Bz not too fond of any work, author, or
fentiment, for fear of becoming a party-
man; but when you prefer one writer to
another, let it be becaufe you find him
more folid and truly excellent.

You aught to guard with great caution
againft prepofleflion and prejudice; but
unfortunately, the more we ftudy, the Tore
we are liale to be infefted by them.

We become interefted in gn Author
who has written well, and infenfibly we
praife and admire all his opiniens, though
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they are perhaps very often fantaftical-
Guard againft this misfortune, and be al—
ways more the friend of Truth than of
Plato or Scotus.

Refpect the fentiments of your Order,
that you may not difturb the eftablifhed
opinions; but I do not mean that you
fhould be a flave to thofe opinions. You:
ought not to be immoveabls in any opi-
nion but what relates to the Faith, and has
been rendered facred: by the concurrence
of the whole Church. Thave feen Profef-
fors who would rather fuffer death, than
abandon the opinions they imbibed in the
Schools: my condu¢t with regard to them
has been, always to pity and avoid them:
Do not apply to the {cholaftic erudition:
farther than 1s neceflary to know the jar-
gon of the Schools, and to confute the
Sophifts; for, fo far from being the eflence
of Theology, it is only the bark.

Avoid difputes, fnce nothing is cleared
up by wranglings: but when opportuni-
ties offer, fupport truth and combat error
with the arms which Jefus Chrift and the
Apoftles have put into your hands, and
which confift in mildnefs, perfuafion and
- charity. The mind is not to be taken by

force, but to be gained by infinuation.

Do not fatigue the faculties of your mind,
by giving up to immoderate ftudy. Suffi~
cient for the day is the labour thereof;
and unlefs in a cafe of neceflity it is

T needle(s
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needlefs to anticipate the ftudies- of the-
next day, by prolonging your applicatien.
ia the night. .

The man whe regulates: his time, and:
uniformly. devotes: only a. few hours to
ftudy, advances much more than he who:
hieaps up moment upon moment, #nd does.
not know. when. to ftop. ‘They who are of"’
“this charafter, commonly end by becoming,.
only the title-pages of books, or. a library
turned upfide down. -

‘Love order, but without being: atten—
tive to minute trifles; fo that you may leave
off till another time, when you no longer.
find yourfelf inclined to ftudy.. The fcho--
lar fhould not labour like an ox. whe is.
yoked to the plough, nor.like a mercenary,
who is paid by the day.

Itis a bad cuftom to ftruggle continually
againft reft.and fleep; that which is done
againft the grain, is never well done ; and
too earneft an application to any thing in-
jures the health. '

There are days and houts. when we have
no difpofition for application; and.then it
is a folly to attempt it, unlefs.in a cafe of.
neceflity. .

There is fcarcely.any. book which does
not favour of painful compofition in fome
part of it, becaufe the Author. has often
wrote when he fhould have refted.

The great art in ftudying is to know
when it is proper to begin, and when ta

' leave.
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leave off’; without which the head becomes
heated, the fpirits are either abforbed or
exalted, fo that we produce nothing but
what is either languid or flighty. - Learn to
make a proper choice of books, that.you
may know only what is excellent, and to:
make a good ufe of it. Life is too: fhort to-
wafte in fuperfluous ftudies; and if we do.
not make hafte to learn, we fhall find our--
felves old without knowing: any thing,

Above all things, pray to God to en-
lighten your mind;. for there-is no- know-.
ledge without his affiftance,. and we are in
utter darknefs, if we do not follow the light
which he hath revealed to us.

Dread becoming learned folely to gain
a reputation; for befides that knowledge
puffeth up, and charity edifieth, a Com-
munity becomes difgufted with thofe who
make a parade of their learning.

Let events, have their courfe, and let
your merit procure your advancement. If
employments do not come to feek you, be
content with the loweft, and take my word
for it, thatis the beft.

I never was more fatisfied after the
Chapters were over, than to find myfelf
without any other dignity than the honour
of exifting: I then applauded myfelf for
having refufed all that they would have
given me, and that I had only myfelf to

overn.. .
gover The
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The advantage of loving ftudy, and con--
verfing with the dead, is a thoufand times
greater than the frivolous glory of com-
manding the living. The moft agreeable
command is that of keeping our fenfes and.
paffions in order, and of procuring to the
foul the fovereignty which is due to it.

The man who isin the habit of applica-
tion is a ftranger to the fpleen; he believes.
himfelf to be ftill young, when he is become-
old; the buftle of the cloifter, like the em-
barrafiments of the world, is always far from:
him. :
I advife you then, my dear friend, not:
enly for the good of religion, not only for.
the credit of our Order, but ftill more for
your own fake, to acquire a habit of appli--
cation.. With a book, a pen, and your
thoughts, you will find yourfelf happy,.
wherever you are:—Man has a certain
afylum in his mind as well as in.his heart,,
when he knows how to retire within him-.
felf.

1 am fenfible of the fingular confidence:
you place in me; and the more fo, as you
fhould have applied to the Fathers Colom-
bini, Marzoni and Martialli in preference -
tome. They are men whof€ extenfive know--
ledge and abilities enable them to give you
excellent advice. Adieu. Believe me to.
be your good friend and fervant. '

Roue, 7 June, 1757.
) LETTER
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LETTER CIV.

TO R. P#%%, A MONK OF the CONGREGA-
TION OF SOMASQUES.

My mosT REVEREND FATHER,

HE lofs which the Church has fuf-
tained in the perfon of Benediét XIV.
is the more affe@ting tome, asI always
found him an excellent Prote&tor, I re-
turned to Roine in the year 1740, which
was the firft of his Pontificate, and from
that time he never ceafed to honour me
with his kindoefs. If you will make his
faneral oration, you have an excellent fub-
Je&.  you certainly will not forget that he
ftudied among you in the Clementine Col-
. lege, and that there he was initiated into
that fublime and extenfive knowledge,
which made him one of the great Doctors
of the Church, and will one day rank him
with the Fathers Bernard and Bonaventure.
Take care, in this funeral oration, that
. your ftyle rife with the fubjet, and that
the magnanimity which characterifed your

Hero be exprefled with dignity. _

Endeavour to be the Hiftorian as well as’

the Orator, but {o as to admitof nothing dry
ar languid in your recital; for the attention
of the Public fhould be conftantly kept up.
by fome great ftrokes worthy of the majeﬁ)g
: o

-~
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of the Pulpit, and the fublimity of La
bertini.

You will in vain call all the figures
xhetoric to your affiftance, if they dor
%refent themfelves of their own acco

loquence is only fuccefsful when it flo
freely from its fource, and rifes from 1
greatnefs of the fubject: forced panegy
1s not panegyric, but amplification.

From the afhes of Benedit XIV.
virtue §pring forth, and feize upon the mir
of your auditors, that they may be tra
formed into him, and their fouls be- fil
with nothing but the idea of him.

Let there: be po trifling detail, no
feCted phrafes; no bombaft expreflio
Mingle the fublime as much as poffible w
the temperate; fo as to form agreea
fhadings, which will adorn your difcou
Be attentive to- chufe a text which
bappily announce the whole plan of y
Hero. The divifion is the: touchftone
the panegyrift, and his difcourfe can:
be excellent, if that divifion- be not h
pily chofen. '

Scatter moral refletions with difcrett
that they may appear to- come natural
that it may be faid, they could: not
more happily introduced;- that zbere
their proper place.

Shun all common-place;—and. in fi
a manner, that all may fee Lambern
without perceiving the orator. Praife w

delic:
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delicacy and with moderation, and let your
praifes foar toheaven, and remount towards

If you do not affect the Soul by happy
furprifes and grand images, your work will
only be a worf of good fenfe, and you will
have made a fimple epitaph, inftead of
eretting a maufoleum.

Speak chiefly to the heart, filling it with
thofe dreadful truths which detach us from
the thoughts of this life, and make your
auditors defcend into the tomb of the Holy
Father. .

Pafs flightly over the infant days of your
Hero, for all men are nearly the fame till
their reafon begins to fhine forth. Let
your periods be neither too leng nor too
fhort ;—there can be no ftrength ina dif-
Jointed difcourfe.

Let your exordium be pompous without
bombatft, and your firft fentence announce
fomething truly great. I compare the open-
ing of a funeral aration to the portico of
a temple; and [ fuppofe the edifice to be
beautiful, if I find That majectic.

In the moft forcible language thew Death
overturning thrones, breaking f{cepters,
blafting crowns, and treading the tiara un~

der hisfeet: place the genius of Bznedict.
. upan the ruins, as having nothing to.dread
from the deftroying hand of Time,. and
defying Death to tarnifh. his glory, or blot.
aut his name. . -

Particularife:
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Particularife his virtues, and analyfe his.
-writings; and every where fhew the fub-
limity of his foul, which would have afto-
nithed Pagan Rome, as it. has edified
Chriftian Rome, and has attracted the ad--
miration of the univerfe. L

In a word, thunder and lighten, but ma~
nage your clouds fo that_the%i ht may flath.
with greater {plendour, and from the moft
ftriking contrafts. ‘

My imagination kindles into flame when
I think of fo great a Pope as Benedict ;—
that Pontiff regretted even. by the Prote-
ftants, and whom Michael Angelo alone:
could paint. _

If I have enlarged upon this article, it is:
becaufe I know that you can eafily catch
the fpirit of what is recommended. ta you.
A funeral oration is only excellent, as it
happens to be pi¢turefque, and ftrength and.
truth muft guide the pencil..

The generality of elogies. defcend into-
the tomb with thofe: they praife, becaufe:
it is only the eloquence of a day, and. the
production of fancy, whofe luftre is but
counterfeit. '

It would diftrat me to. fee Lambertini.
celebrated by an orator who is only ele-
gant: every one fhould be ferved accord-
1ng to his tafte, and Lambertini’s was al-
ways unerring, always good.

Engage in it, my deareft friend ;—I will
moft gladly fee what you. throw. out upon

paper,
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Ppaper, being convinced that it will have
fire to confume whatever is unworthy of
fuch anelogy. [judge from the produéti-
ons you.have already fhewn me, and in
which T have obferyed the greateft beauties.
Itis time that Italy thould forget its con-
<ett1, and affume the mafculine and fublime
" tone of true eloquence.

Iendeavour by my advice ‘to form fome
young orators, who take the trouble to con-
fult me; and I ftrive as much as poffible
to difguft them at thofe incongruities in our
difcourfes, which fo frequently placé the
burlefque by the fide of the fublime. Stran-
gers ftartle, and with reafon, at fomonftrous
an alliance. The French efpecially are
unacquainted with this unnatural medly:
their difcourfes are often fuperficial, hav-
ing much lefs fubftance than furface; but
at leaft they commonly preferve an equali-
ty of ftyle. Nothing can be fo fhocking
as to-mount above the clouds, to come af-
gerwards tumbling aukwardly down.

My compliments to our little Father, who
awould'iave done wonders, if it had not

been for his deplorable ftate of health,
Rome, 1oth May, 1758.

LETTER
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LETTER CV.

TO THE ABBE LAML

O doubt, my dear Abbé, your papers
are about to announce the death of
our Holy Father. He wasa learned man,
who hasa claim upon all the periodical pub-
lications, and to whom all their writers owe
the higheft encomiums. _ :
He preferved his chearfulnefs to the laft;
—a few days before hisdeath, when fpeak-
ing of a Theatin*whofe claim to be placed
in the rank of the Saints was under examin-
ation, he faid, Great Servant of God, bed -
e ;—as you do by me, . Iwill do by you; if
you obtain the recovery of my bealth, IJ ill.ca-
nonsze you. . S
The analyfis of his works will require
fuch an abridger as you: it would be right
to give extracls, tﬁ};t they may pafs into
hands who have not time to read much,
or who cannot purchafe themin the great.
Particularlv, his book on the Canonifation
of Saints fheuld be univerfally known. Be-
ides that he fpcaks as a phylician, a natu-
ral philofopher, a civilian, a canonift and
theologian, he there treats on a fubjet not
commonly known.

The
¢ One cf the Order of Theatines.
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"The Public imagine, that it is fufficient
t fend money to Rome to obtain canonifa-
tion, while it is notorious that the Pope
gets no part of it, and that every poflible
means is taken to guard againft deception
o a fubjet of fuch importance.

This 1s fo true, that Benediét XIV. whofe
death we bewail, being protector of the
Faith, begged of two well-informed En-
glithmen, who were diverting themfelves
upon the fubject of canoniiations, to en-
deavour to fhake off all prejudice, and to
read with the greateft attention the verbal
procefs which concerned the caufe of a
Servant of God who was put on the lift of
candidates for canonifation.

They confented ; and after having read for
{everal days with the moft criticifing fpirit
the proofs and teftimonies which afcertain-
ed fanctity, and all the means which had
been employed to come at the truth, they
told my Lord Lambertini, thatif the fame
precautions, the fame examinations, and
the fame feverity were ufed with regard to
all thofe that were canonifed, there was no
doubt but the matter was puthed even to
demanfiration, even to evidence

My Lord Lambertini replied : #ell, Gen-
tlemen, motwithflanding what you think, the
Comgregation rejeét thefe proofs as infufficient ;
and the caufe of ibe bleffed pxfon in queftion
remains undetermined.

Nothing
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. Nothing can exprefs their aftonifhment;
and they left Rome perfetly convinced,
that we do not canonife rafhly, and that
there is no means eafy or difficult left un-
employed to come at the truth. The
beatification of a Saint is a caufe often
argued for a whole age ; and he who is vul-
garly called P Avocat du Diable ( the De-
vil's Counfellor ) never fails to colle&t all
the teftimonies which can be found to the
difadvantage of the Servant of God, and
to urge the ftrongeft proofs and moft pow-
erful objections to invalidate his fantity,
and leflen the merit of his actions.

There are a multitude of people reputed
Saints who will never be canonifed, be-
caufe there are not fufficient proofs in their
favour. It is not fufficient that their vir-
tue has been unftained, or even fhining; it
muft have been heroical, and perfevered
in till death—in gradu berosco (in the high-
eft degree). '

BC‘;I’(;CS this, the teftimony of miracles
is ‘required ; though unbelievers fay, that
every thing which is called a miracle is the
produce of a troubled mind, or the fruit of
fuperdtition ; as if God Almighty could be
chained down by his own laws, without
having the power to fufpend the execution
of them; 1n which cafe he would be lefs
powerful than the moft petty monarch.
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3ut what truths will they not deny. when
hey are blinded by the corruption of the
1eart and mind?

God Almighty frequently makes manifeft
the fanctity of his fervants by healing di-
feafes; and if thofe miracles which are
wrought after their death laft only for a
time, and do not continue for ever, it is
becaufe the Deity difplays himfelf but fel-
dom, and only to fhew that his power is
always the fame, and that he can glorify
his Saints when it feemeth good unto him.

Our.Conclaveisin labour ; andaccording
to cuftom, we cannot know till the laft mo-
ment who is to be the new Pontiff. Con-
jetures, wagers, and pafquinades fill the
whole town at prefent ;—this is an old cuf~
tom, which will not foon be left off.

As for my part, during the confufion I
am in Rome as if I was not in Rome, wifh-
g only (f it were poflible) that Lamber-
tini were replaced, and only quitting my
cell for bufinefs or relaxation. It is there
that I enjoy my books and myfelf, and
regale on the refleftions of my dear Abbé
Lami, to whom I aman unchangeable, and
moft humble, &c.

Roxe, gth May, 1758

Vou. IL F LETTER
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LETTER CVL

TO THE SAME. -

3 E have at laft got Cardinal Rez-
) zonico, Bithop of Padua, for the
Head of the Church; who has taken the
name of Clement, and will edify the Ro-
mans by his piety. It was.much againft
his inclination, and after fhedding many
tears, that he cauld be prevailed on to ac-.
ceptit. Whata charge for himrwho would
fulfil the duties! He muft dedicate himfelf
to God, to all the world, :and to himfelf;
he muft be falely -employed in thefe great
obligations, and have only Heaven in view,
amidft the things of this warld. His dig-
nity is the more formidable, ashe fucceeds
Benedi¢t XIV. and that it will be difficult
to appear to advantage after him.

Clement XIII. continues Cardinal Ar-
«Hinto :Secretary of State. There could
be no better method of being well with
crowned Heads, and of making his Pontifi-
cate illuftrious. He who reigns, muft ei-
ther choofe an excellent Minifter, or do all
himfelf. Benedi&t XIII. was the moft un-
happy of men, from having placed his con-
fidence in Cardinal Cofcia; and Benedi&
XIV. the moft happy, by having Cardinal
Valenti for his Minifter. ‘

3
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It is effential for a Sovereign, but more
particularly the Pope, to be furrounded with
good people. The underftanding of the
moft clear-fighted Prince is abufed, when
he allows himfelf to be dazzled. Then co
per is gold in his eyes; and be the con(g:
quence what it will, he fupports thofe men
he has once patronifed.

Difcernment is another quality not lefs
neceflary to Princes. There isno attempt-
ing to impofe upon a Monarch who is
known to be penetratings;’ while he who
fuffers himfelf to be led, will moft certainly
be deceived. There are Sovercigns who
have done much more hurt by inaétivity
and weaknefs, than by wickednefs. Men
grow weary of doing crying as of injuf~
tice; but are never tired of infenfibility and
blindnefs.

‘The more a Prince is weak, the more
he is inclined to be defpotic; becaufe au-
thority never deftroying itfelf, is laid hold
of by the Minifters, and they become ty-
rannical. :

Another quality which T look upon as
eflential to good government, is to put
every one in his right place. The moral
world is governed like a game at Chefs,
where every thing goes on in order, ac~
cording to its rank: if we place one pawn
in the room of another, there is nothing but

confufion.
Fa2 A Sovereign
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A Sovereign is not only the image of God
by the eminence of his rank, but ﬁc ought
to be more {o by his underftanding. David,
although he was but a thepherd, had a fu-
perior underftanding which direted him,
and which he difplayed the moment he
began to reign.

A Prince who is only good, is no more
than what every man ought to be; a Prince
who is only fevere, has not that love for his
fubjecks which he ought to have.

Alas! how excellently we atoms fpeak
of the duties of royalty! And yet if we were

" clothed with the dignity, we thould not know
how to behave ourfelves. There is a great
difference between fpeaking and reigning,
Nothing refifts us when our imaginatioa
takes wing, or when we allow our pen to
run; but when we fee ourfelves opprefled
with bufinefs, furrounded with dangers,
befet with falfe friends, loaded with debts,
and the moft important duties, we lofe our
courage, and dare notundertake any thing;
and by a lazinefs natural to all men, we
truft the cares of governing to a fubaltern,
and are only employed in pleafures and
gommanding.

One thing is certain, the art of govern-
ing is attended with the greateft difficul-
ties, If a monarch wears an hereditary
crown. he knows the grandeur withou
knowing the management of his kingdom

ang
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and i8 eafily deceived.  If, onthe contrary
he comes to an eletive crown, he takes on
him a fovereignty to which he has not ferved
an apprenticefhip, and appears equally em-
barraffed in the midft of his honours, and
in the center of his bufinefs.

He who is placed upon a throne in the
decline of life, is fit anly to be a reprefenta~
tive, He dares not undertake any thing;
he is afraid of every thing, and he is luke-
warm in every thing, efpecially if he is ig-
norant who 1sto be his fuccefior. This is
the fituation of the Popes, if they are too
old, and then they cannot attend to the
affairs of church and ftate..

But the world will never be without
abufes; if they are not in one place, they
are in another, becaufe imperfetions are
the natural inheritance of humanity. Zbere

8 mone bus the boly City; faid the great Au-
guftine, wbere all will be in order, in peace,
and in charity ;. for there fball be the kingdom
of God.

I fhall go and congratulate the new Pon-
tiff, not as a Monk who wants to fet him-
{elf forward, but in quality of Counfellor
of the Holy Office. He does not know me,
and I fhall not put myfelf to the trouble of
making myfelf known. I love to remain
covered with the duft of my Cloifter, and I
do not think myfelfin the leaft difhonoured.

Adieu. Preferve to us always the good
tafte of the Medici, and your memory w\i;l'

F3
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be long preferved, although you care"
little about it.

Iam, &c.
Rome, July 5, 1758.

LETTER CVIL

TO A PRELATE,

My Lorbp,

HE moft eminent dignity to w

I have been raifed by the Soves
Pontiff, has humbled me as much
would have elated others. I thought |
to have quitted Rome, by the manner
which they announced this very extra
nary event to me, and I have not yet1
vered the furprife.

It is a reward conferred in my perfo
the Order of St. Francis, of which I
the honour to be a member, and I afl

-nothing of it to myfelf. My name is

- lent on the occafion; for the more Ire
the more I fee, that I had neither o
fide ‘of birth, nor on the fide of merit
re€lly nor indiretly, any claim to the
dinalthip.

If any thing can confole me in the
of the trouble with which I am agit
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itis to fee myfelf aflociated with thofe il--
luftrious perfonages who compofe the Sa--
cred College,- and- whofe fhees I am not
worthy to untie. Iimagine to myfelf; that
In participating in the credit of their virtues,
I fhall: acquire them; and-in converfing.
with -them, I fhall imitate them:: we im-
perceptibly model. ourfelves by thofe with
whom we converfe.. I'have declared to my
dear brethren,. that I fhall never be Cardi-
nal to them,- but they will always find me
their brother  Laurence Ganganells; more ef+
pecially as-I. owe to them what [ am, and-
as the habit of St. Francis has procured me-
the honour of the Purple. ‘
You know:me fufficiently to be convin--
Ged that I am not dazzled by it.- The foul’
takes no colour. and-itis-by the foul-alone-
that we-can haveany value in the fight of
God. The Lord, in making us after-his-
ewn image and.in his likenefs, has-given:
us more than all the. dignities- this - world::
<an poflibly confer. It 1s fronr that.view
alone I can ever.look upon myfelf: as great. .
The Purple, all-dazzling as it is, was not
made for my eyes, happily accuftemed to-
look .only towards eternity. That view-
wonderfully diminitheth worldly grandeur; .
neither. Eminency. nor. Highneé can be
confidered as any thing in the computation
of an immortal life, where. nothing appears
great but God alone. . :

F 4 I look
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I look upon dignities only as fo many
more fyllables in an Epitaph, and from
whence no vanity can be extratted, fince
he who is interred is beneath even the in-
fcriptions which are read upon his tomb.

Will my afhes have any more feeling by
being qualified with the title of Eminency?
Or fhall I fare better in eternity, when fome
feeble voice upon earth fhall fay Cardinal
Ganganells, or fome perifhable pen fhall
write it ?

New dignities are always a new burden,
and more efpecially the Cardinalate, whiclky
impofes a multitude of obligations. There
are as many duties to difcharge, as there
are occafions which require our fpeaking,
without having any refpet to aught in this
world.
I fhall arrange matters fo as to be as

little affected as poffible with this firange
metamorphofis. I fhall, as ufual, . remain
at the Convent of the Holy Apoftles with
my dear brotherhood, whom I have al’w‘:}:s
tenderly loved, and whofe fociety is infi-
nitely dear to me.

If I quit my dear Cell, where I was hap-
pier than all the Kings upon earth, itis be-
caufe I muft have more room to receive thofe
who come to do me the favour of vifiting
me: but I fhall often fay to it, May my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if ever
1 jforget you! 1 fhall frequently go and 1'?‘

viit
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vifitit, and recollet how many, very many
days pafled like a dream.

Thus I fhall make no change in my wa
of life, and the dear brother Francis fha
be to me in place of a whole houfehold ; he
is ftrong, he is vigilant, he is zealous, and
he will fupply all wants. My perfon is of
no greater extent, nor has grown an atom
fince my appointment to the Cardinalate,,
and therefore I do not fee. that more hands.
are neceflary to ferve me.

I walked fo well on foot! but what com--
forts me is; that I fhall ftill continue to-
walk on foot. I fhall allow myfelf to be
draggedina carria%e only when ceremonial
requires it, and I fhall become Brother
Ganganelli again as: often as I pofliby can.
We do not care to quit a way of life we
have been accuftomed to, efpecially after.
having lived. fifty-four years in it without
any trouble, and in perfect freedom..

I flatter myfelf that you will come and:
fee, not the Cardinal, but Brother Ganga--
nelli. The firft will never. be at home to
you; but the fecond fhall always be found
to repeat to you, and whatever ftation I
am in, I fhall always be your friend and.
fervant. ‘

Raxz, 1 O&ober, 1759:

Fs - LETTER:
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LETTER CVIL

TO A CONVENTUAL MONK.

My oLp FrRiEND AND BROTHER,

' Have not yet received the packet you

fent me; but I can be patient, though

I am naturally very impatient. Our life is

nothing but a fucceflion of contradictions

and croflings, which we muft be able to

bear, if we would neither difturb our reft,
nor hurt our health.

P. Georgi, always an honour to the Au-
guftines, always beloved by thofe who
know him, has not feen the perfon you
fpoke of to me; fhe pafled this place too
quickly for himn to obtain that fatisfacttion.
She faw M. Tiflot, Procureur General of
the Congregation of the Priefts of the Mif~
fion, whom I infinitely efteem, becaufe he
has great perfonal merit, and becaufe he is
a member of a body who preach to the
poor with the greateft fuccefs; and laftly,
becaufe he is a Frenchman.

I muft tell you, thatl have had a very
fingular combat with myfelf fince my pro-
motion. Cardinal Ganganelli reproaches
Brother Ganganelli for his too great plain-
nefs and notwithftanding all the refpet
which is due to the Purple, the Brother
has carried it againft the Cardinal. I love

i@ live as I always have lived—poor, re-
tired
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tired, and much more with my Brethren
than with the Great. It is a matter of
tafte, for I am very far from afcribing .this
mode of thinking to virtue.

One thing is certain: I never can put on
that cold diftaat manner, as you would call
it, with which perfons.in office commonly
receive people of low extracton. who have
bufinefs with them.. It is enough for me, if
they accoft me, or fpeak to me, to become .
the equal of my vifitor. Is it poffible:-that .
one man fhould affect - haughtinef(s towards -
another.-man; and that a Chriftian fhould -
ftudy his.expreflions,- his geftures, his pro--
ceedings; . his letters, from the dread of ap-
pearing too modeft’ with his brethren? Is .
it poffible. that any one can refufc an anfwer .
to a man becaufe he has no titles- to pro- -
duce? . If the loweft.of wretches does me :
the favour. to write to me, .I anfwer him .
inftantly; . and 1. fhould think myfelf moft .
guilty both in the fight of God and man, .
it I were . to.-omit that duty. There is no -
foul defpicable in the eyes of religion and -
humanity. There is nothing fo pitiful in .
my eyes, as a great man governed by
pride.

I enlarge .upon this article to let you:
know, that the perfon for whom you are .
interefted may come whenever he pleafes, .
and 1 fhall be entirely his. He will be as
well seceived: by Cardinal Corfini, . whofe
politenefs .correfponds with his noble ex--

T - trattion.

ve
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traction. If there is a fault in being too
affable, it is the fault of the Cardinals.
It is rare that you find any haughtinefs
among them;—happily there is not a ftran-
ger but does us the juftice to declare
it. :

You will very much oblige me, by tell-
ing Signor Antomio, when you fee him,
that Cardinal Dataire will not forget his.
bufinefs. -

Take care of your little thare of health,,
by watching lefs, walking oftner, and
drinking lefs coffee. I is the drink of the:
ftudious; but it inflames the blood, and
then head-achs, fore throats, and pains in
the breaft, are felt with more violence..
Neverthelefs, I am no enemy to coffee;
nor think of it like M. Thierry, Phyfician
to the Pretender, who lives here, and is.
of opinion that this liquor is truly a.
poifon. '

Your grand nephew came to fee me on.
Thurfday: his {pirits are as lively as his:
eyes. He tore one of my books in playing:
with it; it is to be hoped, that he will learn
to have more refpect for them. He told
me with great franknefs, that he would be
a Cardinal. I love very much to fee the:
fouls of chi'dren begin to unfold themfelves:.
it is a bloffom which begins to open, and
gives the moft pleafing hopes. He wanted
- to fay his Breviary with me.  Alas! his in-
nocence would have been more agreeable:

“ in
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in the fight of God than all my prayers. I
fent him home by my Chamberlain, but
tbfolutely could not fend him away till
had given him a chaplet,—~he told me he
would come again to-morrow to have ano-
ther. Such things are very agreeable in a
child only five years old. I wifh to God
he may one day refemble his father! Adieu..
I embrace you in all the fullnefs of my

heart.
Rouz, 8th of the Year, 1760,

VP ES 942 PL S 4Y

LETTER C(CIX.
TO A PROTESTANT MINISTER,

am much obliged to you, my dear
I Sir, for the intereft you take in my
bealth. I thank Heaven it is very good,
and it would appear to me ftill better, if
I could employ it in fomething more agree-
able to you. ‘The pleafure of obliging,.
fhould be of all Communions. .

I wifh with all my foul that I could con--}
vince you, that I have all mankind in my :
heart, that they are all dear to me, and; j}
that I refpe® merit wherever it is to be {2’
found, If your nephew comes to Rome, :
as you have taught me to expect, he gg! ~
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find- me moft zealous to teftify to him the
affeCtionate regard I have for you.

My dear Sir, the Church of Rome is (o:
perfectly convinced of the merit of: the

greateft part of the Minifters.eofthe  Pro-

. teftant Communions,. that fhe would con-

e r———r—©

gratulate herfelf for ever,. iffhie could fee
them return to-her bofomx. There would.
be no occafion ¥o TP Up old quarrels of
times paft, to renew thdle i%orms and
tempefts, when .each party; tranfported by

¢ paffion, . forfook the paths of chriftian mo-

]

i

i
i
H

defdtion:. but the queftion would be, how
fhall we. be reunited in the fame belief;
founded upon fcripture and tradition, fuch
as is handed down to us by the Apoftles, .

. the counfels, and the Fathers?®' No body

- laments. more than I do, the injuries that

were done you inr the laft age: the fpirit of.
perfecution s hateful in my eyes.-

What.a. mutitude of people - would not -
a happy reunion gain! If this could be ef-:
fe&ted, I would be content to die; forI
would facrifice a thoufand lives-to be once.
witnels-of fo happy an event.. That mo--
ment will come, my dear Sir; becaufe a:
time. muft neceflarily come, when there
will be but one and the fame faith.. Even-
the Jews will enter into the' bofom of the:
Church;. and itis in that firm perfuafion,
founded upon the holy Scriptures, that.
they are allowed the full exercife of : their.
religion in the heart of Rome,

God:
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God knows, my whole foul is with you,
and there is nothing in the world I would.
net undertake to prove to you, and to alk
of you, how dear you are to me. We have.
the fame God for a Father, we believe i
the fame Mediator, we acknowlcd%c the-
fame doctrines of the Trinity,, the Incar-
nation and the redemption,. and.we would.
both the one and the other of us defire to.
go to heaven. Itis an eftablithed.dottrine,.
that there are not two ways to heaven:.
that there fhould be a.center of unity upon
earth, as well as a Chief to reprefent Jefus.
Chrift. The Church would be truly de-
formed, unworthy of our homage and fide--
lity, if it were only a body without a head.

The work of the Meffiah is not like the
work of men. What he hath eftablithed,
ought to laft for ever. He has not ceafed
one inftant to fupport his Church, and you
_ are toa enlightened, my dear Sir, to look
upon the Albigenfes as pillars. of the truth
to which you ought ta cleave. Do me the
favour to tell aﬁ your brethren, all your
flock, and all your friends, that Cardinal
Ganganelli. has nothing fo much at heart
as their happinefs, both in this world and
the next, and that he withes to know them
all, that he may affure them: of it. I can
add nothing, &c.

+ Rome, 3oth of the Year 1769.

LETTER
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LETTER CX

TO COUNT eee

Muft acquaint you, my dear friend; in
I the folitude where you have been for
fome weeks, that that Brother Ganganelli
who always tenderly loved you, is become
Cardinal, and that he himfelf does not know
how, nor wherefore.

There are events in the courfe of human
life which we cannot account for; they are
brought about by circumftances, and or-
dained by Providence, which is the origin
of all.

However it be, whether in purple or not
in purple, I fhall not be lefs yours than [
ever was, but always happy to fee and ob-
lige you. : :

Sometimes "1 feel my pulfe, to know if
I am really myfelf, being truly aftonifhed.
that the lot which has elevated me to one
of the higheft dignities, did not rather fall
upon fome other of my brethren, among
whom there are a number whom it would
have perfetly fuited.

All the world fays, in fpeaking of the:
new Cardinal Ganganelli, It is incredible
that he fhould arrive at fuch a rank, with~
out cabal or without intrigue ; neverthelefs,.
it is very true, B o

- - Omy



?

CLEMENT XIV. ns

" O my books! O my cell! Iknow what .

Ihave left, but I know not what I fhall
find. Alas! many troublefome people will
come and make me lofe my time ; many
felfifh fouls will pay me diffembled homage!

For you, my dear Friend, perfevere in
rirtue: being truly virtuous is being fupe-
rior to all dignities: perfeverance is only
promifed to t%ofe who diftruft themfelves,
and avoid temptations; whoever is prefump-~
tuous ought to expect a relapfe.

When I thibk how the public papers
will deign to employ themfelves about
me, and fend my name beyond the Alps,
to acquaint different nations when I had
the head-ach, or when I was blooded, I
fhall fmile with contempt. Dignities are
fnares which have been made fplendid, that
people might be catched by them. Few
people knew the troubles which attend
grandeur; we are no longer our own mafters,
and let us a& how we will, we are fure of
havinti enemies.

I think like St.Gregory of Nazianzen,
who, when the people ranged themfelves
on each fide to fee him pafs, thought they
imagined him to be fome uncommon ani-
mal. I own, I cannot accuftom myfelf to
this ufage; and if this be whatis called

ndeur, I willmoft willingly bid it adieu,,

look upen all mankind as my brethren,
and am delighted when the poor or wretch-

ed approach and fpeak to me.
"People
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People will fay that my manners are ple--
beian; but I do not dread that reproach,.
for Iam only afraid of pride. Itisfo in-
finuating, that it will do all it can to pene-
trate and lay hold of me;. butl fhall. con-
template the nothingnefs that is in me and.
around me, and thisfhall defend meagainft
¥anity or felf-fufficiency.. '

Do not think of making  compliments.
when you come to fee me ; they are a fort
of merchandife I do not love, efpecially.
from a friend. But here are fome vifitors:
that is to fay,. every thing which thwarts me,.
and has rendered me infupportable to my-
felf, for feveral days. Grandeur. has its.
clouds, its lightnings, and.its whirlwinds,.
like the tempefts; I with for the moment.
of calm ferenity. I am without. referve,.
and beyond. all expreflion, as before yous
affeCtionate friend and fervant, &c..

Roue, 3d O&ober,. 1759,

HARECOCOOOHOOOOOCKIAA

LETTER CXL

'TO CARDINAL CAVALCHINE

Most EmMINENT,
O UR. recommendations. are com-
mands to me; and I fhall not fleep:
in peace, ’till I have done what you d;ﬁre.
our



CLEMENT XIV. us

Your Eminency cannot furnith me with

too many opportunities of teftifying the ex-

tent of my efteemn and attachment. In be-

coming your Brother®, I become ftill more
ever your fervant.

It would be proper that we had a parti-
cular conference upon what regards the
affairs of the Church, as you are infinitely
zealous for the good of Religion, whichis
the only objet that ought to engage m
attention. We are not Cardinals to impofe
upon the world by haughtinefs, but to be
the pillars of the Hyoly See. Ourrank, our
habits, our funions, all remin§d us, that,
even to the effufion of our blood, we ought
to employ all our power for the affiftance of
religion, “according to the will of God and
the exigencies of the Church..

When I fee Cardinal de Tournon flying:
to the extremities of the world, to caufe the
truth tobe preached there in its purity; L
find myfelf inflamed with the noble exam-
ple, and am difpofed to undertake every
thing in the fame caufe.

The Sacred College had always men
eminent for their knowledge and zeal, and
we fhould ufe every eflort to renew the
example. Human policy ought not to re-~
gulate our proceedings, but the fpirit of
God ;. that {pirit without which all our ac-
tions are barren, but with which we may
do all kind of good.

' Tknow

* By his rank of Cardinal.
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_ I'know your piety, I know your under-
ftanding; and I am convinced, that in pro-
per time and place, you can and will fpeak
your mind without any dread. )

Some people are endeavouring to make
the Holy Father enter into engagements
which he may repent of; for, fince the
death of Cardinal Archinto, there are no
longer the fame kind of men about him;
and the confequences may be unhappy.
The Holy See is not refpetted as it was
formerly, and prudence requires that we
fhould pay proper attention to times and
circumftances.  Jefus Chrift, in recom-
mending to his Apoftles to be fimple as
doves, adds, and wife as ferpents. An in-
confiderate ftep on the part of Rome, in
fuch critical times as thefe, may have very
bad effects. Benedict XIV. himfelf, though
he was very capable of conciliating people’s.
minds, would have been embarrafled upon
this occafion ; but he would have been very
cautious of infringing the rights of Princes.
- What we have to treat gbout is delicate.
There is no occafion to run counter to the:
Holy Father or his Council; neverthelefs
we muft take meafures to prevent his be-
ing mifled by thofe about him. Ashis in=
tentions are pure, he does not fufpect that
he can be impofed on. He ought at leaft
to balance the advantages and the difad-
vantages of what they attempt to make him

’ wndertake.
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wdertake. We always fucceed badly, if
ve do not calculate before-hand.

The Council affet to give no explana-
tions but to certain Cardinals, and to leave
the reft uninformed. The King of Por-
tugal will never defift from his manner of
thinking, and I can fee that the other Ca-
tholic powers will fupport and confirm him
in his opinions.

Monarchs no lenger live detached from
one anather, as they did formerly; they
are all friends, and act with fuch regard to
each other’s interefts, that if you have the
misfortune to offend any one of them, you
willoffend the whole; and inftead of hav-
ing one enemy, you will have all Europe
to contend with.

Shall the Holy Father, by an indifcreet
zeal, ftruggle againt all the powers? Shall
he fulminate againft the eldeft Son of the
€hurch,-and againft his Moft Faithful Ma-
jefty? He fhould confider that thefe are not
Paghn EmPerors, whom he would oppofe,
but Catholic Princes like himfelf.

England fhould have corretted for ever
4ll indifcreet zeal in the Popes. Whatwould
Clement VII. fay, were he to return upon
earth? Would he applaud his work, it he
was to fee that kingdom, which was for-
merly the nurfery of Saints, become the
affemblage of all Setaries, and every kind =
of error! We thould learn to facrifice a
part, for the prefervation of the whole.

c
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The Holy See can never be more bril-
liant, never more fecure, never more in
peace, than when it has the Catholic So-
vereigns for its defenders and fupport. It
is a harmony abfolutely neceflary for
the glory and good of religion. The faith-
ful would be expofed to every wind of
dotrine, if unfortunately the princes want-
ed that deference for the Court of Rome
which they ought to have; and the Sove-
reign Pontiff would fee his flock infenfibly
decay, and chufe bad pafture inftead of
what he offers them.

The good fhepherd fhould not only calf-
back the Sheep that have gone aftray, but
labour to the utmoft to prevent any more
from wandering. Infidelity, whofe fatal
blaft is fpread over all, does not wifh for
any thing more than to fee Rome at va-
riance with the Kings: but religion abhors
thefe divifions. We fhould not give room
for the enemies of the Church to repeat
what they have too often faid, that the
Court of Rome is intractable, and has a
domineering fpirit, which is dangerous to
the other States. :

The truth is, that every Sovereign is
mafter at home, and that no foreign power
has a right to command him. We thought
differently in times of trouble and horror,
which it would be dangerous to revive.
Charity, peace, and mcderation, are the

proper arms of Chriftians, and efpecially
thofe
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thofe of Rome, which ought to fet an ex-
.ample of patience and humility to all the
-other powers of the earth.

We fhould recolle®t, that when Peter
-cut off the ear of Malchus, who was an ene-
my to Chrift, he was reproved by our Sa-
viour, and commanded him to put up his
Aword .in the fcabbard.

How ‘much mere wunjuftifiable muft it
then appear, if fuch a fword was to be em-
ployed againft thofe who have always de-
fended, and.made it their glory to be the
fupporters.of the Holy See!

There iis nathing more dangerous than
.an indifcreet:zeal, which breaks the bruifed
reed, which extinguifheth the yet fmoking
lamp, and which would bring down fire
from Heaven.

I know that a Pope is obliged to preferve
the immunities of the Holy See; but there
is no neceflity for getting embroiled with
all the Catholic Princes, on account of
fome feignorial rights.—This would be to
ftir up the fire of infidelity, and to give
pretences for inveighing more than ever
againft the Church of Rome.

They fee badly who fee things but in
part; the whole fhould be examined at
once, and the confequence of the prefent
proceedings weighed, tojudge of the fu-
tare. One fpark, faid St. James, will kin-
dle a whole joreft,

Narrow
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Narrow minds imagine, that we wifh the
deftrution of certain Monks, becaufe we
will not fupport them in oppofition to the
Kings, with whom they are at variance.
But befides that gore tempefts would ftill
follow by refifting thofe Powers, we ought
not to give a preference to thefe Monks,
which would embroil the Court of Rome
with all the Catholic Princes.

I could not poffibly fleep, if I was to with
harm to any one. I fincerely love all the re-
ligious Orders; I wifh from my foul, that
the whole could be preferved; but I reflect
upon what is moft proper, when 1t is become
neceflary to decide. I do not even propofe
that the Holy Father fhould diffolve any of
them, but that he thould at leaft write to
thefe Crowned Heads, and let them know
that he will examine the complaints againft
that Order, and then immediately begin to
make the inquiry. .

Suppofe Rome expofed to all thefe potent
enemies—how can fhe fupport herfelf in the
midft of tempefts? We are not yet in Hea-
ven;and if God preferves his Church to the
end of ages, it is by infpiring thofe whogo-
vern it with a prudence fuited to times and
places, as well as with a love of peace.

Itis not to be expetted that God will
work a miracle to defend an indifcreet
zeal. He leaves fecond caufes to aé;
and when an improper choice is made,
things cannot poflibly go well.

None
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None but the vifionary will refufe tobend
to the exigency of things, when the difpute
1is neither about faith nor morals. In im-
portant affairs we ought always to confider
‘how they will terminate, if we would avoid
the greateft calamities.

As I know your zeal, my Lord, as well
as your underftanding, I prefume that you
will fall upon fome method capable of
faving, not the Holy See, which cannot
perith, but the Court of Rome, which is
expofed to the greateft dangers.

Thefe are my refleCtions :—I -perfuade
myfelf that you will find them juft. 1dare
affure you I have weighed them before the
Tribunal of God, who-trieth the reins and

heartsof men, and who knows that I have
neither antipathy nor .animofity in my heart
againft any man.

T have the honour to be, with all the fen-
timents due to your great underftanding and
uncommon Virtues,

Your moft humble, &c,

Convent of the HoLy ArosTLis,
-16th of the Month,

G LETTER
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LETTER CXIL

TO CARDINAL S#ee

Most EMINENT,
Had not time to {peak to you, yefter-
day, with freedom, upon the greatbu-
finefs which at prefent agitates Euro
and from which Rome will receive a fft;'l
blow, if fhe does not a&t with that mode-
ration which Sovereigns require. 'The Popes
are Pilots who are always fteering upon
tempeftuous feas, and confequently are ob-
liged to go fometimes with full fails, and
fometimes to furl them. according to cir-
cumftances. -

Now certainly is the time to employ that
wifdom of the Serpent recommended by
Chrift to his Apoftles. At a time when
Infidelity has broken loofe againft every
geligious Order, it is certainly damentable
to fee the Miniftess of the .Gofpel forfaken,
who were deftined for Colleges, Semina-

ries, and Miffions, and who had diftin-

|

guifhed themfelves fo mueh by their wri-
tings upon the truths of our religion; but
it remains to be confidered, whether in the
fight of God it may be better to engage in
a dtrife againft the Powers of the earth, or
to relinquifth the fupport of any particular
Order of the Church. '

- For
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For my part, I think, on a view of the
torm which feems to threaten us on all
ides, and may be perceived already hang-
agover our heads, thatit would be more
prudent to take the neceffary ftepsof our~
felves, and to facrifice any one of our dear-
eft connettions, rather than to incur the
wrath of Kings, which cannot be too muc
dreaded.

Let our Holy Father and his Secretary
of State regard the Jefuits as much as they
will;—I fubfcribe with all my heart to their
attachment towards them, having never
had the leaft animofity, nor the leaft anti~
pathy againft any one of the religious Or-
ders: but I fhall always fay, notwithftand~
ing the veneration which I have for Saint
Ignatius, and my efteem for thofe of his
Order, that it is extremely dangerous, and
even rafh, to fupport the Jefuits, as things
are circumftanced at prefent.

It would undoubtedly be right, that
Rome fhould folicit in their favour, in
quality of Mother and Protetrefs of all the
religious Orders of the Church, and employ
every means to preferve the Society; pro~
vided always that they fubmit to a reform;
according to the Decree of Benedict XIV.
and to the defire of all thofe who fincerely
with well to religion: but my advice is,
that when all thefe means have been tried,
the affair fhould be left in the hands of God
and of the Kings.

G2 R
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Rome muft always ftand in need of the

rote@tion and affiftance of the Catholic
owers. They are fortrefles which fheltet
her from incurfions and hoftilities in fuch
.a manner, that fhe never has more glory,
nor more authority, than when fhe feems
to yield to thofe Sovereigns. ‘Then itis
that they fupport her with luftre, and make
it their duty to publifh every where, and
to prove by acts of deference and fubmiffi-
on, that they are the tractable fons of the
common Father of the faithful, and that
they refpe¢t him as the firft man in the
world, in the eyes of the faith.

The more I call to mind thofe unfortu-
nate times when the Popes wandering with-
out help, without afylum, had Emp:rors
and Kings for their enemies, the more I
feel the neceflity of being at peace with all
the Monarchs of the earth. The Church
knows but two Orders indifpenfably ne-
ceflary, and founded by Chrift himfelf, to
perpetuate his dodtrine, and to propagate
Chriftianity, I mean the Bifhops and Priefts,

The firft ages of the Chriftian world,
which we call the beft ages of the Church,
had neither Monks nor Friars; which evi-
dently proves to us, that if Religion had no
need of any but of her ordinary Minifters
to preferve her, the Regulars, her auxiliary
troops, however ufeful they may be, are
not abfolutely neceffary.

I
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¥ the Jefuits have the true fpirit of their.
profeffion, as I prefume they have, they
will be the firft to fay, “-We will rather
% facrifice ourfclves, than.excite troubles.
% and tempefts.” -

As a religious Society ought not to de--
psnd upon psrithable riches, nor temporal
honours, but upon a determined love to-
wards Jefus Chrift and his fpoufe, itought
to retire with. the fame alacrity it was call-
‘ed, if his Vicar, the Minifter and Interpre--
ter of his will.upon earth, fhould no longer
demand its fervices.  The religious Orders
are not refpectable, indeed ought not to be
kept up, but fo long as they preferve the
true 1ipirit of the Church; and as thatis.
always the fame, independent of all the
regular inftitutions, every Order ought to-
confole itfelf if it happens to be fupprefled. .
—But frequently vanity perfuades us that.
we-are neczflary, even at thofe times when.
authority judges otherwife.

If there was lefs enthufiafm; and more .
found principles, ever one would agree in
thefe truths; and fo far from rafhly fupport-
ing a corps which Kings complain of, they
would induce that fame corps to retire of
itfelf, without murmur or noife ; but unfor-
tunately they form an illufion to themfelves,
and imagine that a fingle inftitution cannot
be touched, without attacking the very
effence of religion itfelf.

: G 3 If
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If in giving up a religious Order, a dog-
ma was to be altered, a point in morals te
be corrupted ; it were then, without doubt,
better to perith. But the Church will
teach the fame truths after the Jefuits are
fupprefled, which fhe taught before they
were eftablithed ;—the Church will ftill fub-
fift; and Chrift will rather raife children to
Abraham, even from the ftones, to fuftain
his work, than leave his myftical body with-
-out fuccour or fupport..

- The Head of the Church is. like the

.mafter of a magnificent Garden, who lcps..

thofe branches at his difcretion, which, by
v~ extending too.far, may bappen to obftru&
the view. —

Do you, my Lerd, who have both zeal
and knowledge, confer upon thofe fubjeéts
with the Holy Father. It will be much
more proper for you than for me, who con-
fider myfelf in every reipet as the leaft
important member of the Sacred College.
Shew his Helinefs what an ahyfs he is dig-

. ging for himfelf, when he obftinately refs
thete Potentates. The retitude of his
heart will' make him hearken to you; for
we may affirm that he has taken the refo~
lution of refifting thefe Powers only becaufe
he thinks it to be right. [ expect this libe-.
ral conduét from your love of the Church,
and am, Your Eminency’s, &c.

4

CoxvenT of the HoLy APosTEES.

9th November, 176%.
) ) LETTER
7.3 lfein s /wg’c, oo !”7 2
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LETTER CXII

'TO A LAY BROTHER,.

My DEAR BROTHER, .
WHercférc do you- hefitate in"addrefs~-
" ing yourfelf to' me? Am I ano--
ther man than what Fwas; becaufe I have
the honour of being a Cardinal? My heart
and my arms fhall always be open to fe--
‘ecive my dear brethren. I owe them too-
much ever to forget them ;. for F.owe them-

every thing.. A
The confeffion which you make of ‘your”
fault, perfuadesme that you tiuly repent.
of it. However little a man may deviate -
from the ftraight path in cloiftérs, he in--
fenfibly gives into excefs. You havenot.
finned through ignorance, and therefore you-
arc the more to-blame; and-what is ftill:

worfe, your fault has blazed abroad.

Humble yourfelf before men, .and fhew"
your contrition before the throne of grace,.
that you.may obtain forgivene(s: I fhall:
write to your Superior to receive you again -
with mildnefs.. ,
My: dear. brother,, you have imagined
that in quitting your. retreat, you weuld:
find infinite fatistations. in the world ac.
large. Alas! this world is but a deceiver.
It.promifes what it never-performs. View—
G 4 d
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ed at a diftance, it appears to be a parterre:
of flowers; when nearer feen, it provesa
brake of thorns.

I pray the Lord. that he may touch you:
feelingly, for every good impulfe. comes.
from him. - You muft refume your exer--
cifes with. the moft lively fervour, and.
oblige thof¢ to admire your. reformation,.
who might otherways reproach you with
having gone aftray. You may be fully
affured, that you will alivays be dear to me,
ard that I fincerely bewail with you the
error you have committed. I am your af-
fe&tionate, &c.

THe CARD. GANGANBLLE

ConvenTt of the HoLy¥ ArosTLEs,
18th November, 1760,

X0RE00C wecoecons

LETTER CXIV.
FO R P. GUARDIAN OF*se

F you have any attachment to me, my
Reverend Father, I pray you to re-
ceive with cordiality Brother * * *, who
has fcandaloufly ftrayed from his duty;
but he returns, he weeps, and he pro-
mifes; and, what is ftill more affecting,
zefus Chrit ow model hath taught us
ow we ought to forgive. 1 pray y(iutlf:)
00
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look upon him who was crucified for the
falvation of them that crucified him; and
I cannot doubt of obtaining what I defire.

Human nature is fo depraved, that [ am -
much lefs aftonithed than alarmed at the
excefles to which men daily give themfelves
up. There needs but one emotion of pride, .
or a felfith regard towards ourfelves, to-
make us loft to grace; and from thence--
. forth we become capable of every crime.

The more the Lord:has preferved us -
from . excefles which require repentance, .
the more compaffionate we ought to be to -
thofe who furrender them(elves up to thein; .
for - our exemption is the pure effect of his -
mercy, and for which we fhould afcribe no -
merit to ourfelves.-

Your flock will blefs their Paftor, when -
they fee with what tendernefs he again re- -
ceives the ftray fheep.

I do not write to.you to difpenfe with -
the penance prefcribed by the confti~
tutions, but to lighten it as much as is poffi- -
ble, by abftaining from .bitter reproaches,
more capable of irritating than affecting
him.

May your reproof be friendly ; may your -
correction bz paternal; may your recep- -
tion inftead of being auftere have nothing .
but what is gracious, fo as not to terrify .
the guilty!
T G 5. Remember:
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Remember that it is always Charity that
ought to act; thatitis the who ought to
punifh, and fhe who fhould pardon.

I embrace you moft fincerely, as my old
brother; and I hope to learn even by him
whom I recommend to. you, that he has
found in you rather afather than a mafter.
No. body loves or honours you- more-
than ' :

' THE CARD. GANGANELLI..
ConvexT oF THE HOLY APOSTLES,.
11th December, 1764,

HKADOOOOOOCKICOCOCORCR

LETTER CXW -

TO R. P, COLLOZ, PRIOR. OF GRAFFEN.
THAL, AND SUPERIOR-GENERAL OF
THE ORDER OF GUILLELMITES;

My REVEREND FATHER,.

O UR letter exprefles how much

fatisfaltion you feel gn my promotion
to the Cardinalfhip, and of the choice the:
Holy Father has made of me, ameng all
the members of the Sacred College, to truft.
with the protection of your* Order. Idid
not doubt but your fentiments, in effed,,
were fuch, neverthelefs it is a matter of

true fatisfation to- me, to fee the chearful-
nefs

b ? Every religious Order haya Caxdinal Pro&or.
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-nefs which is imprefled on your hearts, -
and to find fuch certain marks of the con- -
fidence with which you honour me. Your
Order has certainly beea deprived of a
great and powerful fupport in lofing Cardi-
nal Guadagni. May the hopes you have -
conceived of me, reftore peace and tran- -
quility to your fouls!.. At leaft, I thall em-
ploy every-effort;. my Reverend -Father, .
that you andall yours may find in me a
~ tendeér friend,. a vigilant protector, . and & -
zealous defender of your privileges.:

It is with pleafure that I frequently hear
the Procureur General of the Capuchins
praifing-your- Reverence, and thofe of your -
Order. . )

Nothing remains to be defired, my Re- -
verend Father, but that you will excufe me
for fo- long délaying to anfwer you, which
was occafioned by my having been opprefl-
ed .with -a multitude of affairs, that have
fearce left me time to breathe, on a change
fo new, and o little expscted on my part.
I likewife beg you will put me to the Proof, .
and fee if I can be of any fervice to you.
I have had. fome converfation with our Ho- -
ly Father about you:~1I fhall {peak to him .
on whatever concerns your affairs, every
time you chufe to employ me. Ibeg to -
recommend myfelf in the ftrongeft manner -
to the Prayers -of your- Order. I hope to
anfwer - your: Reverence’s expectations in
fuch a.manner, as to convince all of y':\): :

A\\"\¥
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that you have inme & moft truly affectio~
nate Protetor,
Iam with all my heart,
My Rev. Father, &c:
Rome, ConvenTt or THE Heiy ArosTins,
aoth May, 1769,

LETTER CXVL

TO THE ABBE Fe*ee*

_ IT is eafy to.obferve, both in your writ--
ings and converfation, my dear Abbé,
that you do notread the Fathers. of the-
Church fo much as you ought to do. De-
you know that they are the foul of Chriftian.
cloquence, and that like thofe fertile trees.
which ornament gardens while they enrich
them, ' they produce abundance both of:
flowers and.of fruits? :

The Church is proud of producing their -
warks as {o many monuments of victories.
which fhe has gained over her enemies,
and every enlightened Chriftian ought to
be delighted with reading them. The more.
they are examined, they will be found the
more confpicuoufly bright;—every Father
of the Church has a chara&eriftical diftinc-

“tion. The genius of Tertullian may be
compared to iron, which breaks the d{t
eft
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eft bodies, and will not bend; St. Atha=-
nafius to the diamond, which can neither:
be deprived of its luftre nor folidity; St.
€yprian to fleel, which cus to the:
quick; 5t. Chryfoftome to gold, whofe
value is equal to its beauty; St. Leo to
thofe enfigns- of dignity which are at once -
graceful and majeftic; St. Jerome to brafs,
which neither. dreads . {words nor arrows;
St. Ambrofe to filver, which is folid and .
thining, St. Gregory to a mirror, in which
every one fees himfelf; St. Auguftine to.
himfelf, as. fingular in his kind, though.
untverfal.

As to St. Bernard, the laft” of the Fa-.
thers in the order of Chronology, I com-

are him - to thofe flowers of the velvet.
E;d; which fhed an exquifite perfume.

If the French reckon Bofluet, Bifhop of
Meaux, among the Fathers, it is a prema-
ture judgment, which cannot be fubmit-
ted.to, until the univerfal Church has pro- .
nounced .it, as fhe has the fole right of.
afligning the rank which is due to Writers.
Even Bt. Thomas Aqninas has not obtained
the title of a Father of the Church; and #t
is not to be prefumed that the Doctors who.
have fucceeded him, fhould enjoy that
prerogative: but every nation has an ethu-
Giafm for its Authors; yet it muft be allow-
ed, that the Bithop of Meaux was a burn-
ing and fhining lamp, whofe light can ne~
ver be obfcured.

Lcone
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I confefs to you, my dear Abbé, if I
know any thing, I owe it to the reading
the Fathers, efpecially the works of St.
Auguftine. Nothing efcapes his fagacity; ,
nothing is beyond his depth, . nothing above.
his fublimity; he conurats; he extends-
himfelf, he walks in a path of his own,. va--
rying his ftyle and mauner according to the
fubje@s which he treats of,. and always with-
the fame advantage, always elevating the
foul, even into the bofom of God;,a fanc-
tuary of-which he feems to hold the key,.
and. where he feems imperceptibly to in--
troduce thofe whom he nourifheth with his
fublime ideas. 1 particularly admire hims
“upon the fubje&t'of Grace: Ah! I wifhto-
Heaven, that his dotrine upon that point
had been eftablifhed in all the Schools, and-
all minds! Prefumptuous writers-weuld not
then have endeavoured to found an impe=
netrable. abyfs, and. the grace of Jefus.
Chrift would: have preferved . all its rights;,
and man his hberty.

What affli€ts -me is, . that the ‘FatNers of :
the Church are fcarcely read; and they
who have occafion to. confult them, truft to -
extra@s, . which are often unfaithful, and =
always too much abridged. A Prieft-ora —
Bifhop, made it his duty formerly to read —
the Fathers. of the Church, as much asto .
" fay his breviary; but.now-a-days-they are
only known by name, except. it be in the
Cloiftess, where that excellent cuftom .is -

not
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not quite left off:- whence it comes, that.
in many countries they have meagre theo-
logians, witheut life or foul; ftudents who.
ean only fyllogife; and:inftrutions which
“contain-nothing:but werds wathout mean--
ing. -
Neverthelefs, I'ought to fay to the: praife-
of the Sacred College, without meaning to.
compliment it,. that they have always had.
members who have. perfevered in the ftudy
of the Fathers; and fome rgzy‘ be-named.
who actually prefer that kind.of reading:
to all. other employment.—Qur Schools
likewife feel. that influence, where they
teach only the dottrine of' St. Auguftine.
and St. Thomas;—a. certain means of
avoiding whatever breathes novelty.

Let me conjure you, then, to lay it downx
as a rule, toread the Fathers every day;
it requires but a beginning ; for when once

ou enter upon them, you will not.care to-
?;ave them: —they are always with God,
and they will place you on the fame feat
with themfelves, if you.nourith yourfelf dai--
ly. with. their writings.—It is reading the
Holy Scripture to read them, for they ex-
plain it in a mafterly manner, and quote it.
on all occafions. -

It were to deprive me of three-fourthg of
my exiftence, if the confolation of enter-
taining myfelf with the Holy Fathers was
taken from me;—the more they are pre-

fent,
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fent, the more I confole myfelf, the more
I-rejoice, and the greater I think myfelf.
Profit by my leflons, and you will love
me if you love yourfelf; forin reading the
Fathers, you will make acquifitions a thoy-
fand times more precious than wealth or
titles. An Ecclefiaftic. has nothing to do
with the world, but to inftruct and edify
it. I am with all my heart, and with the
warmeft defire to fee your.talents produce
good fruit,
Your affetionate,
The Carp. GANGANELLJ.
Roxe 13 December, 1768, .

2O ORI RO

LETTER CXVIL
TO R,P*+¢s HES FRIEND..

X7 OU have given me a fingular pleafire -
. by not mentioning that I had wri-
ten to you. Without being myfterious, I
very much love difcretion; and-although
I have been eight-and-twenty years in the
Convent of the Holy Apoftles, I never ace-
quainted my brethren with what conneti-
ons T have—They may guefs, if they will
or if they can; butthey know nothing: f- -
cretym meum mibi; my fecret is my own. .

T lataler
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I lately faw the Cardinals York, Porfini,
. 8nd John Francis Albani, whofe excellent
qualities I highly efleem; but I have learn-
ed nothing from them of what I wanted to
know. .

I fubferibe with the greateft pleafure to
all the obliging things you fay of the Pre~
late. Durini: he has joined the Italian fa-
l§a<:ity to the pleafing manners of the

rench, and deferves to attain the greateft
dignities.

I have learned nothing of the late refo-.
lutions of the great Perfonage you fpeak
of ; I fee him but very feldom, and ina
moft referved manner :—he does not be-
lieve me to be his friend. '~ Is he wrong?
Ishe right? This is what he himfelf can-
. Bot decide, notwithftanding all the finefle
he is fuppofed to be mafter of; but moft
certainly, God knows. [ bear no ill will
to him, becaufe I never have done fo to.
any onz.

. I'will recommend the good work which
E): mention, to the Cardinals Fantuzzi and.
sarromeo, who breathe nothinﬁ but cha-
rity. Do you yourfelf deliver the inclofed,.
which I fend you for M** %, and let me
have his anfwer by the flying Poft, which
15 both quick and fure. For fome time
paft my correfpondences overpower me,.
and yet I cannot get rid of them. From
this time do not lofe half a page in (hew-
Ing me refpect: I with you to write to me,

aa
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as to Brother Ganganelli. I am always the
fame individual, whatever efforts may be-
made ufe of to perfiiade me to the contra-:
ry; for, alas! if I was to attend . to etiquettes:
and flatterers, they would intoxicate me:
with their ridiculous- incenfe.

Ilove to be fimply myfelf,. and" ot tor
‘be befet with all the accompanyments of
grandeur. . Your great httlenefles difguft
me; and furely they who are fond of them,.
muft have but a contemptible fpirit.

There is no probability that our common.
friend:ean recover; lie has a complication
of diforders, any one-of which is fufficient.
‘to deftroy the ftrongeft perfon.

I am foliciting a place which'T think will.
-fuit your nephew, provided he can bear.
confinement, and hear grumbling; for the
nobleman, whofe Secretary I intend him to-
be, has the unfortunate madnefs. of fall-
ing in a. paffion at every trifle= but his:
heart is not the lefs excellent;—it is a blet.
which fhould be overlooked, becaufe of
his goodnefs. He is like Benedict XIV..
who always concluded by beftowing fome .
favour upon thofe he had fcolded. You -
fee thatI am in a humeur to prate, and -
that I have nat the air. of a man of bufi-
nefs. When I have faid my breviary,
and finithed my engagements. I chat more-
zgan is perhaps liked. but then I'have needh-
- QL L,

Lleave=



CLEMENT XIV. 139

- lleave you with yourfelf, thatis to fay,

in the company that I know ; and am,

as ufual, and for my whole life, :
Your affe@tionate fervant,

The CArRD. GANGANELL?,
Rouz, 6th December, 1768, -

LETTER CXVIL

TO M De#rse

H E giving of alms is not fufficient to

pleafe God, for charity extends over
all; you fhould not opprefs your tenants,,
nor moleft your vaffals; they who with the
greateft feverity exact trifles which the
ought to defpife, have not a proper fenfe
of religion. Chriftianity does not know
that fordid intereft, which is attentive to
little things; and they have only the bark
who are always upon the watch with their
Tenants, for fear of being cheated, The
heart is become too. earthly, when.it is over-
anxious about worldly matters.

Ah! why torment youfelf, Sir, fo fo~
liciroufly about the ti,nings that perith?
The kingdom of Jefus Chrift fhould have
worfhippers in fpirit and in truth, whofe
heasts are not contracted by a felf-interefted.
conduct, and views merely carnal.

o axond

-



340 LETTERS OFP GANGANELL!

Yam mortificd when I fes people of
tune living in dread of want, and tho
very rich, often much more attached
dirty piece of gold than & poor labo
would be.

I dare add, Sir, that all your work
devotion will be abfolutely ufelefs, if
do not detach yourfelf intirely from
things of this world ; and ceafe to be
tyrant of your debtors, by a greed
after riches. It is better to foregoa r
than to recover it by oppreffion. The
of juftice which you plead in your fav
.has no conneétion with continual dift
with apprehenfions about future want,
with eternal wranglings. '

If there are fome difputes between
and your tenants, fettle them more-to-
advantage than your own; it is.conf
able to the advice of Jefus Chrift,
orders us, if they afk our cloak. to
our coat alfa. All your fuperfluities,
even a part of yaur neceffaries, on w
occafjons, helong to.the poor; fo that
will be guilty if you heap up. Ehef
barfh truths, but the law was not mac
me.. .

The affair you fpoke to me about, ¢
not be in better hands than Monf{
Brafchi’s: his reitude is equal to hi
derftanding, and there is no fear ¢

J
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being prejudiceds neverthelefs, if you de-
fireat, I will fpeek a few words to hum.

, I am, Sir,
‘With the fentiments due to you, &c.
' The CARD. GANGANELLI.
Rowmz, 21 of the prefent Month.

LETTER CXIX
2% Bedr ya

TO MY LORD®+¢,

Have not been accuftomed to fee fuch a
4 genius as your’s become the dupe of
modern philofophy.  Your ‘underftanding
Thould Tet you above the fophiftry it en-
genders, and which levels us to the fad
<ondition of the brutes.

If there is a God, as nature cries aloud
thro’ all her works, there muft be a Religion.
If there is a Religion, it muft be incom-
sprehenfible, fublime, and as antient as the

world, as being an emanpation from an in-
finite 'aTd/EfeE;En\aT"ﬁéing. ~ If thefe are its
chara&ers, it muft be Chriftianity; and if
it is Chriftianity, it muft be acknowledged
to-be divine, and heart and foul fhould ac-
quiefce in it.

-

Is it then credible that God Almighty

fhould difplay this Univerfe in fuch fplendor,
to
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to feed the eyes with flocks of men and
beafts, that oughtto be confounded together,
i as havingall the fame deftiny ; and that this
1 intelligence which dwells in us, which
! combines, which calculates, which extends
{ beyond the earth, which mounts above the
i firmament, which recollects the ages paft,
{ and penetrates into thofe which are to come,
i and has an idea of that which ought to laft
for ever, fhould fhine forth one moment,
only to be diffipated afterwards like a feeble
AT AR

vapour ? -

" %Eat is that voice which inceffantly pro-

claims within you, that you were born for
great things? What are thofe defires which
continually renew themfelves, and which
make you feel that there is nothing in this
world which can occupy the wifhes of your
heart. -
‘When man eftrangeth himfelf A'o_m God,
he is like a fick wretch rolling in agony;
and the light of his reafon, which he ex-
tinguitheth, leaves him in the midft of a
darknefs which is replete with horror.

The fame truth which affures you of
your own exiftence; I would fay that in-
timate teftimony which you find within
yourfelf, affures you of the exiftence of 2
God, and cannot give you a lively idea of
him, without imprefling you with an idea
of Religion. The worfhip which we render
to the Supreme Being, is fo linked with
him, that our heart is not fatisfied but

when

et e e
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when it is rendering homage to him, or
conforming to the order which he hath
eftablithed.

If there is a2 God, he ought naturally
to be bex;leﬁcent; anc}t ift he 15 fbenef-iccnt,

u ought by the jufteft confequence to
gank him fo¥ his benefits. N:iczher your
exiftence nor your health comes from your-
felf : about {even-and-twenty years ago,
you was .nothing, when all on a fudden
you became an organifed body, enriched
with a foul to act as mafter, to command
and guide it accarding to its will and
pleafure.

‘This refletion engages you to feek for
the Author of life; and when you will ex-
amine, you will find him in yourfelf, and
in every thing which furrounds you, with-
out any -one of thefe objects being able to
boaft of their being a part of his fubftance;
for God is fingle and indivifible, and can-
not therefore be indentified with the ele-
ents.

If the Religion which he hath eftablithed
hath taken different forms, and has been
fince perfeéted by the coming of the Mef~
Jiah; it is becaufe God hath treated it as
he has done our reafon, which at firft was
-only a feeble ray; but afterwards, difclo-
fing itfelf by degrees, at laft appears in the
brighteft light.

Befides, is it for man to interrogate the
Deity with regard to his condu¢t? Is f;t

r
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for a ¢reature to regulate the ways of his
Creator, and to prefcribe a rmanner of
operating to him? God communicates
hmnfelf to us in part, but ftill referves to
himfelf the right of abfolute dominion,
becaufe there is nothing but what is truly
fubject to him. If he clearly manifefted
his defigns to us here below, if the myfte-
ries which aftonith and confound us were-
laid open to our view, we fhould have
that intuitive fight which he refetves tifl
after this life, -and -death would then be
unneceflary. Evidence is only for Hea-
ven, cognofcam, ficut & cognitus fum™ :
yet we would anticipate that moment,
without refle(ting that every thing is regu-
lated by Infinite Wifdom, and that we
have nothing todoon our part, but tq fub-
mit and te adare. The unbeliever chan-
ges nothing of the defigns of God, when
he dares to rife up againft him. He even
enters into his plan, that comprehenfive
plan, where the evil concurs with the good
for the harmeny of this world, and for the

happinefs of the next. .
. Religion and nature are equally derived
from God; and both the one and the other
though in different manners, have their
myfteries and their incomprehenfibilities;
and by the fame reafon that the exiftence
of

* I fhall know God, as I am kaown by him, -
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of naeure is not denied, though its opera-
tieas are dften concealed, Rohgion -cannot,
nor onght net to be rgjected, on account of
dts ebfcurites.

There is nothing here which hath net e
dark fide ; becaufe our foul, weighed down
by @ body which opprefles and darkens i,
is not capable of feeing every thing. Itis
in 4 kind of infancy here below, and hould
hawe dight in propartion to the weaknels of
its fight, till death «ifengages it from the
gppreffive load which wetghs 4t <down. It
# like a tender bird wh?::%l pants and cries
n its nelt, dll it can {pring up into the ai,
and take its netural fhght.

The progrefs of Religion is admirablg,
an the eyes-of a truc Philofopher. It is at
firft feen like a twilight dffuing from the
bolom -dof Chaes; then ke Aurora it an-
;ounces the day; which at laft appears,
but furrounded with clouds, and ‘cannot
manifeft ifelf i meridian brightnefs, wntil
the Heavens fhall be opened. .

Hath then the unprincipled unbeliever any
thing in particular ‘which tells him, . that
what we believe .is chimerical? At what
time, and:in what place has this fecret light
come to fhine upon him? s it in that mo-
ment when his ipaflions ingulph and govern
him? ‘Or is it.in the middt of public thews
and pleafures, where he cemmonly pafles
his life?

Vor. Il H . Is
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It is aftonifhing, my Lord, how men
give up all the authority of tradition, and
clude all the ftrength of the greateft tefti-
monies, to refer blindly to two or three
ple who give them leflons of infidelity. Th
will not allow of infpiration, yet they lo:ky
on thofe people as oracles; from whence it
may be eafily concluded, that nothing but
their paffions can attach them to infidelity.
They abhor a Religion which reftrains
them when they would follow the torrent
-of their vices, and fwim in the midft of
the waves of a world agitated with foaming
billows.

Chriftianity is a fuperb piGture traced out
by the hand of God, and which he pre-
fented to man while it was yet but fketch-
ed, till the moment Jefus Chrift came to

fipifh it, waiting the time when he fhould
give it the luftre and colouring it is to bear
throughout eternity.

Then Religion will be the only objeét to
engage our attention, becaufe it will be then
in the eflence of God himfelf, making, as
St. Auguftine exprefleth it, a whole with
bim,

This progrefs is conformable to that
of the time which conftitutes this life, and
whick does not exift but by fucceflion. God
*has thus varied the forms of Religion, be-
caufe we are in a variable world; but he
will fix it unalterably in Heaven, becaufe
there no change will be known. Thefe xe

e
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the combinations and proportions which
difplay the wifdom of the Supreme Being.
Religion being for man, it was his pleafure
that it fhould follow the progrefs made by
man, according to the different modes of
his exiftence.

- They who are intent upon this world,
fee nothing of all this; but you would
judge of thefe things as I do, if you were

di{;cgggd from all the pleafures and all
-thern.g_cs fwhich n;ake you a materialift,

in fpite_of yourfelf. Chriftianity s fpirit

and hm%rﬂ;sy ftray widel;y from it.

who are occupied only about what is cor= 44
poreal. Souls become enlightened at death,/
only becaufe they are no longer weighed +~
down by bodies which befiege and darken
them. True philofophy, in difengaging

man from whatever is carnal, doeswhat
death will finally effe@; but it is not the
modern philofophy, which acknowledges

no exiftence but that of matter, and looks

upon metaphyfics as a fcience purely chi-
merical, although much more certain than
phyfics, which has only its exiftence in the
{enfes.

Ido not enter into the proofs of Religion,
becaufe they have been fo often and fo well
explained already in immortal works, that
I could only repeat them. Jefus Chnift is
the beginning and the end of all things,
the key of all myfteries of grace and na-
-ture; fo that it is by no means furprifing

H 2 that
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that we fhould ftray after a thoufand eb-
furd fyftems, when we do not fteer by that
fublime Compafs. I cannot give you 8 res-
fon for any thing in phyfics or in morals,
as Cardinal Bembo wrote to a Philofopher
of his time, if you do not admit of Jefus
Chrift. Even the creation of this world is
inexplicable, incomprehenfible, and impof
fible, if it was not effe@ed by the Incarnate
‘Word ; for God can have no-other intent-
on in what he does, but what is infinite.
"I'his is the reafon why St. John called our
Saviour Alpba and Omega; and that the A-
poftle told us that the ages were made by
him: Per quem fecit et fecula.

Study, then, as much as a creature is
capable, this Man-God, and you will find
-all the treafures of fcience and wifdom in
him; you will obferve that he is the
firlt link of that chain which bindeth all
things vifible and invifible; aad you will
.acknowledge him to be that divine breath
which infpires juftice and holinefs into all
‘hearts.
~ 'T'he unbeliever can never give a fatis-
fa&tory anfwer, when you afk him, Who is
thiso?;fus Chrift, this Man at the fame
time fo fimple and fo divine? fo fublime
and fo humble? fo pure in the whole
.courfe of his life? fo great in the mo-
ment of his paflion? fo magnanimous at

‘his death? But to anfwer this queftion
el nese
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without evafion. If he isonly a man, he
s an Impoftor; for he hath faid he was
God ; snd from that time, what. becomes -
of his fublime virtues ¥ what becomes of his -
Golpel, in which he forbids- the ufe of the’

eqpvocation > and. how. account for:
his difCiples victories in alt parts of the world ?

" And ifhe is 2 God, what ought we to think.
: his religion, and thofe who dare to com~-
i
Ah! my Lord; behold what is beteer to-
know, and better to examine, than all the
profane fciences which you ftudy. Seiences
will be at an end:. Lingua ceffabunt, feiemtia.
defiruerur®; and there will be nothing but.
the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, which will.
ride triumphant upon the abyfs, when time
| 3ndthe elements fhall be {fwallowed "up.

Confider but yourfelf, and that view will:

ncceﬂ'argfy lead.you to truth.. The fmalleft

your finger declares the action of
God upon your body; this action anneun-
ces a Providence; this Providence informs
you that you are-dear to your Creator; and
this information leads you from truth to
truth, till you come to thofe which are re--
vealed.

If you are neither the creator of yourfelf,
nor your own ultimate end, you ought ne-
ceflarily to fearch for Him in whom thefe
two qualities fubfift. And what can that

be, if it is not God ?

' H 3 Religion.
¢ Languages fhall ceafe, and Scieace be deftroyed. .
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Religion will be always fure to gain her
caufe in the eyes of all thofe who have
principles. It is fufficient to remount. to
its fource, to analyfe and inveftigate the
ends of its inftitution, tocome at the truth:
but the wicked dithonour and disfigure it,
and fubftitute a fkeleton in its place. Iam
not furprifed, then, that they who are not
inftruéted, and who put their truft in the
falfe philofophy of the age, fhould look upon
it as a bug-bear.

My Lord, I expet from the reftitude
of your foul, and the extenfive powers of
your mind, a more folid judgment than
what you have hLitherto held with regard
to Chriftianity. Shake off all thefe fyftems,
and all the opinions with which you have
been unfortunately biafled; enter like a
new man into the way which tradition wilk
open to you, and you will judge very dif-
ferently ; appeal from your prejudices to
yourfe%'; for as yet it has not been your-
felf; that has pronounced any opinion upon
this fubje®. As for my part, I fay what
my heart and foul ditate to me, when I
aflure you of all the affeftion with which I
fhall remaia, during life,

Your fervant. &ec.
The Carp. GANGANELLL

Rome, 29th November, 1768.
LETTER
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LETTER CXX.

TO COUNT e+~

H-E reflexions which you have made

upon the prefent. ftate of the dif-
ferent courts of Europe are very judicious.
It is plain that you know: them- perfectly;
and though you are not of their cabinets,
you are very. well. acquainted with what is
pafling there..

It is well to be on a‘level with the age,.
to know it perfectly, and to obferve the
fprings which move the great perfonages:
who figure: on the ftage of life..

The perfon you fpeak of is a man. of
wool, without confiftence or fteadinefs, and:
upon whom,, confequently, there can be no-
dependence. There is another perfon you.
know,. zealous as. he ought to be for the
Auguft Houfe of Bourbon; but though he
leaves his Palace with a firm refolution to-
fpeak ftrongly to. the Holy Father about |
the affair of Parma, he is {carcely gotin- /™
to his prefence; when awe renders him:
fpeechlefs. As to the little Prelate who
fhould a& and conftitute himfelf Mediator,
he is an indecifive perfon, who is always
putting off every thing till the morrow, and
who has no other anfwer but Zederomo, We
fhall fee.

H 4 We
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We might eafily fpeak abeut it to the
General of ***; but it isnot fafe to confide:
in him at prefent; efpecially when even:
the fecret enjoined by the Holy Office js.
not kept.. As to his Affiftant, he is merely -
a well-meaning man..

Many of the great men Rere are with
seafon attached to France and Spain; but
they dare not explain themfelves, they are
fo teazed and befet by numbers, who make:
Heaven fpeak as they pleafe.

A devotien faintly enlightened, which
is unhappily but teo common, is conflantly
whifpenng, that alk fhould be facrificed to-
defend the interefts of God; as if God .
required. that his Firft Minifter upen Earth
fhould embroil hunfelf with alt the Catho-
Ne Powers, to fupport fome féignorial rights ;,
and, at all adventures, to preferve a Corps,
which can be of ne further utility, when
the. tide of prejudice runs againft it.

Let us fuppofe, for a moment, that there
s nothing againft them. but prejudice ;, ne-
verthelefs, 1t is certain, that they can be no
longer ufeful, when oppofed by powerful
Princes; but it is impofiible to make people
bear reafon upon this fubjet, who have
adopted a certain mannei of thinking,

Al this forms a labyrinth, from whence
we can fee no exit; and the beft way we
can take, is to be filent, and wait s
good time.”"When he pleafes, he can en--

b Ys8dormo. lighten

[
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ighten their minds, and make them know
as intentions.

The evil is, that the longer they are kepe-
in fufpence, the more they are inflamed.
[ am perfuaded, Monf. the Count, notwith--
ftanding all the talents which I know you
poflefled of, that you do not fee an eafy
means of extricating us out of this confil
fion. We have to do with people who
loudly, exclaim:againft all propofitions of
accommodation ;. and it is-impoffible to fay
any. thing: to- them, becaufe they. faney.
themielves to be infpired.

Neverthelefs,. I cannot help being great:-
Iy offended. at fome difcourfe that certain
perfons hold.againft Clement XIII. efpeci-
ally as it is-not permitted to fpeak againft
the High- Prioft, and that we read in the
Epiftle of St. Jude, that $t.Michael durft
net ytter curfes even againft the Devil ; but
that he was content te fay, The Lord re--
huke thee: Now ¢f aufys judicium inferre-
Ha/phemie, fd. dixit: Imperet tibi Domynus.

From hence § conclude, . that the- genee-
rality of men, be their manner . of thinking
what it will; bend Religion ta their pre~
jidices. Some are great friends to the
Religious Secigty which is the fubject of the

fent difputes,. while others are equal-
y its. enemics;. and. the confequence is,
that things are not feen as they ought to
be, and that truth can no longer be heard .
amidit ehe elamours of paflion. For my -

H s Qarty,
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part, who always keep in the middle be-
tween the two extremes of parties, and
deteft cabals and prejudices, I think that
the Pope can do nothing better, than un-
der the guidance of God to éxamine all the
papers both for and againft them, as like-
wife all the inconveniencies which refult
either on the one fide or the other, and
then he can and eught to pronounce; for
he is ﬂud e; and I never pretended that he
was the himple Minifter of the will of Prin-
ces. None but he who eftablifhed a Reli-
gious Order can deftroy it; but he has
fuch a right, asit would be madnefs to dif-
pute with him.

What comforts me amidft all thefe evils,
is, thatthough the bark of St. Peter muft
always be agitated, the Lord likewife will
ilfléaport_it, even in the midft of the great-

tempefts. You are furely more per-
fuaded of thefe things than any man; you,
Sir, who have always made eternal truths
the obje&t of your meditations, and have
feen whatever has any relation to Religion
with the eyes of the Faith Thefe eyes,
far different from thofe of Philofophy, raife
us above this world, and give us to range
in the divine immenfity. There can be
nothing therefore fo abfurd as to fay, with
the modern Philofophers, that the views of
Chriftians are extremely limited. Can a
foul be contratted in its ideas, when it ex-
tends its thoughts even to eternity, and

Y p PR,
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riing above the Univerfe, approaches to
God himfelf, a pure and immaterial Spirit!

In drawing a parallel between. Religion
and Philofophy, it will be immediately per-
ceived, that the former gives a boundlefs.
extent to all the faculties of the Soul; and
that the latter contraéts them within a very
narrow circle.. This world is the #e plus ultra
of the Philofophers of the prefent times;
but with. the Chriftian, ’tis only an atom.
The one makes. it his happinefs and his
end; the. other. looks upon it merely asa
fhadow which pafleth away, and regardeth
it only with a.glance of his eye. This adores
it, becaufe it.is his all and his God; that
looks upon it as a vapour, which will very,
foon be difpelled.

Do not reckon upon the Prelate ***; he
is too bufy. _

If any change happens here, I fhall be-
ready to.acquaint you with it. But there
muft be a terrible concuflion for That to
take place. I have the honour to be, Monf,
the Count, &ec. .-

My Compliments to M. the Abbé, .

. LETTER:
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LETTER CXXEL

TO A PRELATE.

OU have very fenfibly obliged me by.
the fervices r)?:)u, havg’ don%-e(tihe Re}: -

verend Father Atmé de Lambale. He is—
a Capuchin whom 1 fingulerly leve for--
his good qualities. He has the virtues of -
his profeffion ; that is to fay, he is humble,
gentle, zealous, and gives great application
to preferve the rules of his Order in their
full force.

I expet your return with impatience,,
efpecially as the fubject of our converfation
will be fome people’s. readinefs to talk, and.

“backwardnefs to execute..

Every day brings us fome very extraordi~
nary news, which the next dafy contradits;
3t When the fpirits are in a ferment, and:
affairs of confequence are in agitation, every
one fets up for a. politician. and rews-mon-
ger; more efpecially in Rome, where we-
have fo many idle {fpeculators.

Some havefears, others have hopes, this,
life being only a fucceffion of difquiets and-
defires. It was given out yefterday, that
the King of Naples had marched fome of his.
troops into our. neighbourhood.

St..
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St. Ignatius, who was inflamed with zeal
for the glory of God, did not forefee the-
frife which his children would one day oc--
cafion. It is faid, neverthelefs, that he beg--
ged of God they might always be fufferers..
if that be the cafe, he has certainly been
aeard; for it muft be allowed, that for
fome’time they have undergonea number of
calamities. Thave been really exceedingly
iffeéted by their misfortunes;—they are my
brethren, by the double title of Men and
Monks: and if thefe things are done in the
green tree, what will be done n the dry ?
Quid tn arido fies 2

" You will no longer find your Direftor
here. We have buried him, This fame
Death, who generally comes without being:
called, gives us no refpite. He goes his,
rounds day- and night, and yet we live in,
as much fecurity as if we thought he-would.
never come near us. .

I flatter myfelf that you will bring me the
Kttle picture which I requefted of you. De-.
pend. upon my efteem and friendthip: it is:
all that I can give you, but I give it amply,,
being, 8cc.

Bomz, 23¢ Apiil, 176%

l

LETTEKR

£
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LETTER CXXII
TO THE MARQUIS OF CARACCIOLL

_ Sir, .

Return you a thoufand thanks for the

book you was fo obliging as to fend me,.
and which has for its Title Les Dernters.
Adieux de la Marechale & fes Enfans: Itis.
fentimental, and makes fuch lively impref--
fions upon the heart, thatl was very deep-
ly affected with it. You fhould give it to.
us in Italian; and the rather, as Ilook up--
on it to be a complete treatife on education.

I am forry that you was not provided in.
time with all the interefting anecdotes of-
Benedi¢t XIV. You were too late in fetting,
about it. When there is an intention of
publithing the hiﬁorgl of a Sovereign Pon-
tiff, memoirs thould be collected while he.
lives; every one is then anxious to give
them; whereas after his death he is imme--
diately forgotten, and.frequently even by,
thofe who owe their fortune to him.

I advife you, Sir, to continue your.lite-
rary purfuits, which are fo beneficial to the
Public, provided you do not injure your:
health by it; and to believe that I am,.
more than I can exprefs.

Your affectionate Servant.
Tue CaArp. GANGANELLL..

Rowuz, 13th September, 1768,

TRTTRRG
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LETTER CXXIL

TO THE AMBASSADOR OF #¢ ¢,

F the affairs of Parma, like that of the

Jefuits, had any connetion with the
Faith, there could be no temporifing, ac-
commodation, nor capitulation; becaufe
the anfwer from the Popes to him who
would change his Faith is, 2ox mufl ratber
de. '

One thing only is certain, I am afraid
that the Kings will at laft do juft what they
pleafe, and that we fhall be forced to yield
at a moment when all fubmiflion gay be
rejected.

Rome is no longer in thefe times, when
men of all ranks brought her their vows
and offerings; yet, were fhe ftill in the
fame fituation, could fhe confcientioufly
infringe upon the rights of Kings? A Pope
ought undoubtedly to preferve all his im-
munities; yet not {o tenacioufly as to ha-
zard fo dangerous a fchifm—Nothing is fo
much to be guarded againtt as dividing the
body of ‘Chrift’s Church,—Rome is the
center of unity, and ought not, therefore,
for articles which neither affe Morals. nox
the tenets of Religion, to provoke thofe
wha live in her bofom to feparate from her.
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If, when the Kings began to complain
of the Jefuits, the General himfelf had writ-
ten to thofe Manarehs to foften their anger,,
and to defire that the offenders might be
feverely punifhed ; if the Holy Father him-
felf had followed this plan, the Kings might.
have been appeafed; and I truly think it
would have fueceeded, provided a refor-
mation had been offered. But they were:
~obftinate, and ftill perfift with the fame

pertinacity to fupport the Society: and.
this is what ftirs up fo many people againft.
them.

P. Pontalti, General of the Carmalites,
was an exeellent Politieian, when he wrote
to the King of Portugal to beg that he
would prevent his Menks from trading to.
Brazil. He advifed R.P. Ricci to take-
. the fame ftep, but he would net liften to.
his counfel.

Where is the Sovereign who may net,
in his own kingdom, either protect or ex~
pel fuch as offend him? I dare fay, that.
the acting Minifter did not take this affair.
rightly, and did not forefee all its confe-
quences: there are fine eyes that fee notbing..

The example of Avignon, Benevento,.
and Porte Corva,, fhews us, that if there is.
not an immedjate accommodation, fome
ether plaees will be feizged ; and thus infen-.
ﬁb{l%f: we fhall lofe territories to which long:
pofieffion had given us an indubitable right.

Benedict.
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Benedicky XIV.. although timid, would
Rave fatisfied the Kings in this aifis; and
M is unfostumate that things are feen in &
ddifferent light by Clement XIIL whofe
Fety we refpey, as well as that of the
Cardinal his nephew. [ ventured to fpeak
% him on that fubje®, and he was fruck
‘with what I faid; but momediately, fome
people who were interefted, in keeping up
the .opinions which they bhad fuggefted to
km, came in the way, and gave lum fome
fpecious reafons for perfifting in his fenti-
ments. They faid, that areligions Order
which had done the greateft fervices in both
worlds, and had made an expre(s vow of
ebedience to the Holy See, ought abfolute-
20to be preferved; and that it was only
m a batred to Religion that there was an
attempt to deftray it: but they did not tell
him, that, as the common Father of all the
Faithful, he ougnt not to provoke the Prin-
ces who were the moft religious, and the
moft obedient to the Holy See; nor did
they tell him what might be the refult of a
fchifm between the Holy See and Portugal's
and that the Head of the Church fhauld
tremble, when a feparation is threatened
which may have the moft fatal confequences..
There is nothing in lofing fome litle
portion of territory, in comparifon with
the fouls which may be loft by a fchifm.
What a leflon would England afford to
Clement VIL. if he was alive at this dayI !
L
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It makes one fhudder with horror. Cer-
tainly the Sovereigns who reign at prefent
will never think of a feparation; but can
we anfwer for thofe who are to fucceed
them? Itis not always what prefents it-
felf under the idea of piety, that is the moft
expedient meafure.—A Pope is eftablifhed
the Head of the Church, that he may root
out as well as plant. The good books
which the Jefuits have left us, will live af-
ter them. ‘The religious orders have not
been gifted with infallibility nor sndefectibi-
lity: if they were all to be abolifhed this
day, undoubtedly the lofs would be great;
but the Church of Jefus Chrift would nei-
ther be lefs holy, lefs Apoftolical, nor lefs.
refpeCtable. The religious Societies are
upon the footing of auxiliary troops; and
it is the great Paftor who is to farm a judg-
ment when they are ufeful, and when they
are no longer fo. ‘
- The Humiliars, and even the Templars,
did good for a time, becaufe there has
been no Order but what has edified, "efpe~
cially at the beginning of its inftitution; yet
they have been fupprefled when the Kings
and Popes found it neceffary.
- Certainly I muft regret the good which
the Jefuits might have done; but I fhould
regret much more the kingdoms that might
have feparated from us on their account.
—Thefe Fathers themfelves fhould feel the
Juftnefs of my reafonings; and I.have the
prefump~
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prefumption to believe, that I could make
them acknowledge it, if I had a conference’
with them, and they would fhake off the
prejudices which are attached to all condi-
tions of life. If my friend P. Timoné had
been their General, they might probably
have ftill fubfifted.

This is my way of thinking, though of
a religious Order myfelf; and 1 would con-
fent to the diflolution of my own Society,
if I found it obnoxious to the refentment
of the Catholic Princes.

. There are, happily, certain devotions
which have never dazzled me. I weigh the
* events according to Religion and equity;
and as thefe are two certain lights, I fhall
ever be determined as they diret me.

If there were no other intereft in the
Church but that of Jefus Chrift, all the
* Faithful would wait in peace for the events
marked out by Providence, without engag-
ing warmly either for Cephas or Apollos.
But we are only guided by fenfible affecti-
ons; and becaul% we have once known a
Monk who has edified by his conduct, and
who has taught nothing but what was ex-
cellent, mu(% we therefore conclude that
we neither can, nor ought to fupprefs the
Order of which he was a member?—Is
this to reafon, or is this to judge?

‘When we have neither feen the informa-
tions nor the arguments upon which we
fhould frame a judgment it is abfurd to

. . auernpt
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atttt:zi to pafs fentence. Here is 3 great
conteft between Kings and a religrous Or-
dex eminent for its talents and credit:—
when we do not know the motives from:
which they act, we neither can nor ought
to pronounce an opinion. [ fay once more,
that I do not affert that the Jefuits oughe te.
be fuppreffed, but I think thet the com-
plaints of the Kings thould be attended to;
and if there are firong reafons for it, that
then the Oxder fhould be abolithed.

We do not as yet know precifely the
reafons far the deftrution, of the Templars,
and yet there are people who would know
already the motives which have caufed the
fuppreflion of the Jefuits. I wifh with all
my heart that they may be able to juftify
themfelves, and that there may be nei-
ther divifion nor diffolution; for I have a
foul truly pacific, and incapable of hating
any one, and more particularly a religious.

Order.
I have the honaur to be, &c.
Rour, 2g OQaber, 1768

R 200 20000; %000 -

LETTER CXXIV.

TO THE MARQULS OFe¢rs

EHOLD us in the greateft crifis we
: ever were in! All Europe thund;r-

ing
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P e aegechpin Aoy
igg t0 @p to this raging t .
The Pope trufts in Provideangol:;g but God
Almighty does not wark miracles every
ame he i3 called upon; nor can we expe&t
that he will interpofe his power, merely
tut Rome may maintain a right-of feignory
over the Dutchy of Parma.

Rome has no adminiftration but ‘what is
purely {piticual dn the Roman Catholic
kingdoms, and it is only in the Ecclefrafti-
«<al State that he hasany temporal autho-
#ity; and even That is owmg to the con-
oeflion of thofe Sovereigns whom we are
dalicited to oppofe.

‘The Court -of Rome cannot forget that
{he owes almoft all her riches and fplendor
to france; and if fhe does remember i,
how can fhe avoid compliance with the
defire of Louis XV. efpecially as ke only
afks thole things which he has a right to
cxalt? .

I compare the four kingdoms that prin-
<ipally fupport the ‘Holy See, to the Car-
dinal virtues; France to Strength, Spain to
Temperance, &c.

The Holy See thus defended, fhews
herfelf formidable to her enemies, and
then may we fay; Cadent & latere tuo mille,
& decem millia & dextris twis; ad te autems
non appropinquabit *.

I own

® A thoufand fhall fall at your right, and ten thou-
fand at your left; and ao evil fhall approach you.
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I own to you, my dear Sir, that I grieve
at the fight of the dangers which feem to
threaten us, and I moft heartily fay,—
¢ May this bitter cup be put far from us!”
Not becaufe they take our cloak, and can
take our coat alfo; but becaufe I dread a
rupture, and the multitude of evils which
may follow, although Religion can never

erifh!

P If the Holy Father, whofe heart is pu-
rity itfelf, would only reprefent to himfelf
the benevolent a&ts of the French Monarchs
to the Holy See, he would not hefitate to
.comply with the defires of Louis XV. touch-
ing the duchy of Parma; but you know
that every thing has two faces, and that the
afpe&t under which fome people prefent this
affair to our Holy Father, is abfolutely con-
traa to the views of the Sovereigns.

e will find the neceflity of retreating;
at leaft, if the prefent Pope does not, his
fucceffor muft; which will be the more un-
lucky, as Clement XIII. is a Pontiff wor-
thy of the firft ages of the Church for his
piety, and deferves to be blefled by all the
kingdoms who acknowledge his authority.

The Sacred College might remonftrate
to him; but befide its being divided in fen-
timents about the affairs of Parma and the
Jefuits, the Pope will do nothing which is
not advifed by his Council.

I am
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I am not at all furprifed that Cardinal
** fhould fo warmly intereft himfelf for
the Society and its General; there are rea-
fons quite natural for his attachment; but I
am furprifed at his being confulted in pre-
ference, confidering that all the world
knows his fentiments already upon the fub-
je&. In critical circumftances, the opini-
ons of thofe who are totally difinterefted
ought only to be taken; o_t.zerwifc we be-
come without intending. or even fufpecting
Ity partizans.

It is right to love only Truth, and to
know her fuch as fhe is; fo many illufions
aflume her appearance, that we are often
deceived. When we would fee her without
a cloud, upon occafions which prefent them-
felves, we fhould diveft ourfelves of all we
already know, and feek information as if
we were totally ignorant of the matter;
taking theadvice of thofe who fee and judge
without prepofieffion. :

Befides this, we ought to have a recti-
tude of intention, by which we fhould de-
ferve to obtain fupernatural lights; for the
Lord trieth our hearts and reins; and if
we are not animated with a love of juftice
in our refearches, he abandons us to our
own blindnefs.

I am, in all the fulnefs of my heart, &c.

Roume, 7th January, 1769.
LETTER
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LETTER CXXV.

TO A MONK OF H1S OWN DRDER.

IHROVIDENCE, in mnifing me to the
Cardinalthip, has not made me for-
get from whence I rofe; it is aview whick
13 always prefeat to me, and I find atex-
cellent to defend my mind from vanity.
The dignity which I poflefs, and to wihich ]
~was not born, has more thorns than rofes,
and in thatrefembles all erinent ftations.

{ am often obliged to be of a -
‘opinion to the perfon-in the world whom 4
_refpeét the moft, and who likewife deferves
all my gratitude, It is the ot cruel com-

bat that my heart can fuftain. '

Charity, infeparable from truth, has nat
always themoft pleafing things tofay; but

many people are deceivad upon this fub-
Je&, imagining that it ought to be. always
Bentle, and -always complying:—in that
- cafe it would refemble flattery. “There are

" circumftances where charity flames, light-
ens .and thunders. The Fathers .of the
Church who were filled with this fpirit, when
‘they {poke with the moft anxious zeal, {poke
with a voice of charity.

When you write to the Bithop of ***,
make my moft fincere compliments to him,
and tell him, that every means has been em-

ployed
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ployed to bring about an accommodation ;
but to no purpofe. God will fooner or later
make manifeft his will, for we ought never
tolofe fight of him.

You reftore me to life, by telling me that
our common friend is likely to recover.
_ His underftanding is of great ufe to thofe
who confult him. He has an excellent ta-
lent for guiding, without having the little-
nefs of the major part of Direétors; for it
muft be owned, that many men who di-
1e®, bave need themfelves of being direct-
ed, asthey are almoft always ruined by
women, who pay them a reverence due on-
ly to their God.—They look up to their
piritual Quide, asif he was the Archangel
Gabriel at leaft. It is undoubtedly right
that they fhould have an efteem for thofe
they confult, and whom they hear as the
oracles of the Law, but that efteem fhould
aot be carried to excefs.

They who have a continual enthufiafm
for their DireCtors, may be pzrfuaded that
fome motives of a mere human nature have
mixed themfelves up with fuch an attach-
ment.

What a furprife will it be for a number
of Devotées, who, believing themfelves
fincerely devoted to God, are only the
worfhipers of tSeir DireQtors, and who will
hear that dreadful fentence pronounced at
the moment of their death, from the Su-
preme mouth,* As I have not been the ob-

I “ject
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<« ject of your love. depart, 1know you not:”
Difcedite, nefcio vos

This is what I have longfhuddered at,
on the article of DireCtors. I could have
withed that he who was formerly :mine at
Rome, and who died in the odour of fanc-
tity, had made his manner of directing pub-
lic. He was a heavenly man, who raifed
us above humanity, and wifhed to make
us abfolutely forget himfelf, and every
thing elfe, but what attached us to God
alone.
- We want a good book upon the fubjeét

of Diretion in Italy. We have a multi-
tude, but they are only filled with common-
place. To compofe a good one,. there
wants, in the firft place, the {pirit-of God;
fecondly, an extenfive knowledge of the
human heart; for it is incredible with what
:addrefs, vanity, and a thoufand affetions of
the fenfes, infinuate themfelves ata time
when we are perfuaded that our fentiments
are fublime and worthy the attention of the
Eternal. This is the reafon of the great
difficulty in judging.of ourfelves.

I'with you every thing that you can de-
fire, becaufe I know that you defire nothing
but what is moft excellent; and I am your
-deareft and moft affeCtionate fervant,

s The CarD. GANGANELLI.
QoNVENT oF THe HoLy Arcs#LEs,

LETTER
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LETTER CXXVL

TO COUNT DE¢®*#*s

J E are at laft fummoned to a Con-
. fiftory, whichis to determine great
things. We are to deliberate upon thofe
unfortunate bufinefles which have embroil~
‘ed us for a confiderable time with the Ca-
tholic Pewers. Itis probable, that the Ho-
1y Father, finding at laft that he is not in
a fituation to refift, will acquiefce in the
requifitions of the Houfe of Bourbon. He
will'at leaft lay the reafons of his diffent
before usfor our confideration, and every
one will give his opinion.

I wifh to God they had followed that plan
from the beginning! But we do not often
fee the confequences of a troublefome affair
till we are engaged in it.

T'advife you to confer vith ——; Rome
though renownszd for politics, is not al-
ways you underftand me.

_The Minifters continue to make the moft
bitter complaints; and the interefted par-
tes, that nothing may be concluded, form
crrcumvallations, blockades, and your
own fenfe will tell you the reft.

There is every reafon for prefuming that
France, Spain, and Portugal will, &c.

I2 Twill
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I will tell you nothing, if filence is im-
pofed upon me, and certainly you will ap-
prove my conduct. I will not expofe my-
felf to the fame reproaches with the little
man in queftion, for having betrayed
fecrets.

Befide the probity of a Cardinal, Ihave
that natural re@itude which makes the ef-
fence of an honeft man, and which is a
double engagement to be difcreet: but
all of us fhall not be fufficiently fo, for I
fufpet the affair will be inftantly divulged;
and I fhall not be furprifed if the writers
off_ the Dutch Gazettes fhould be informed
-of all. .

I can know nothing before-hand, be-
.caufe nothing is declared. The life which
I'lead here is of as dark a complexion as
my habit, and confequently I am not to
be found in thofe bnlliant circles where
great news is the fubje&t of converfation.
%Tonly learn things by -the means of our
.dear Abbé ——. But does he know every
thing, and always fpeak truth? It is not
becaufe he means to deceive, but his ima-
gination, his vivacity, &c.

I have again feen the Flying poft .
He has fent me the letters I expeted, and
they contain nothing but wife reflettions
upon what I wanted to know. Adicu with-
out ceremony, as you defired.

Roume, 31 January, 176q.,

LETTER
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LETTER CXXVIL.
TO THE S AME.

H ERE is quite another affair on our
L 1 hands than the Confiftory I men-
tioned to you laft poft. The Holy Father,
on going to-bed laft night, was feized with-
aviolent convulfion, uttered a great cry,
ad expired. We were to have met as
this day, and to have drawn from the
alembic that which keeps all the Catholic
Courts in fufpence, and has occafioned our
being upon bad terms with them Every
one will reafon differently upon this death, .
which has happened fo extraordinarly in
the prefent circumftances

I fincerely regret the late Pope, on ac--
count of his excellent qualities, and the gra-
titude which I owe him.. Religion ought to
make his encomium, and bewail the lofs.
He made himfelf truly refpetable to all
who approached him, by his moft pl:afing
manners, which were pure as his intenti-
ons, and by a moft incorruptible zeal: but
I fhall always fay, that it was a pity he did
not view things in their proper light.

He has left fome Nephews deferving of
the higheft commendation by their excel-
lent qualities, efpecially the Cardinal, who
is one of the beft men in the world.

I3 The
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The great difficulty now is, to know
who will be chofen. I pity him before-
hand, and I do not think it is right for me-
to fay to you, that it will be Such or Such-~
a-one; for it is often the perfon who has:
been leaft thought of. One thing is cer-
tain, that I will not give my voice to any,
but one in whom knowledge is joined with
piety. A Pope, as Vicar of Jefus Chritt,
ought to have true devotion; and as a tem-
poral Prince, a great dsal of knowledge
and fagacity. Happily, the Sacred College
bas many among its Members whom we
may chufe with propriety. Pray that the
Lord may infpire us, and give us-a Chief
according to his own heart, and the hearts
of the Kings.

I have lately feen M. Marefofchi: he is
a Prelate that deferves to be efteemed for
his knowledge and candour.

The Conclave will be now more talera-
ble than in fummer. It will make no great
change in my way of life. It is only quit-
ting one cell to go into another: and if
they have intrigues, I proteft to you I
fhall know nothing of them, being the man
in the world who meddles the leaft in
party-matters. :

You know my heart, and I need not fay
to you that [ am, &c.

Roume, 3d February, 1569,

LETTER
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LETTER CXXVIIIL

TO A MONK, ONE QF HIS FRIENDS

I
| I AM going to the Conclave. Pray to
God that he may blefs our intentions,
and reftore a.calm to us, after fo long a

' Thave been prefled to-take a French.
' Conclavift*. Befides that I very much.
his nation, he has fome excellent
qualities; however, I will depend upon:
myfelf, that I may have nothing to fear.

. from his. indifcretion, if I fhould accept
him, and he fhould be inclined to blab:.
Secretum meum mibi 5 My fecret is my own.

Tell our Prelate that I could' not anfwer-
his letter, but that I expect himfelf at the
Convent of the Holy Apoftles, the day
the Conclave breaksup. Minds are divi--
ded, but God can do what feemeth to him.
good, and it is his work. that we are to be-
employed in.

Endeavour to procure for me the book.
Ifpoke of, againft. the moment I recover
my liberty. Adieu!

I'am always your Friend and Servant.

Six 1n THE MorNING

14 LETTER

* A Cardinal’s Secretary while in conclave.

|



176 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,

LETTER CXXIX.
TO MONSIGNOR®ss,

OUR months are paft, in which tirx2€

I have not exifted either to myfe
or my friends, but to all the differen®
Churches, of which, by the Divine Per—
miflion, Iam become the Head; and to
all the Catholic Courts, {feveral of whom,
as you know, have very important affairs
to regulate with the Court of Rome.

It was impoffible to become Pops in
more litigious times, and Providence has
permitted the oppreflive load to fall upon
me. I hope that the Divine Grace will
fupport me, and give me the ftrength and
prudence which are indifpenfably neceflary
to govern according to the rules of juftice
‘and equity.

I erdeavour to take the moft exact cog-
nizance of the affairs which my Predeceflor
left. me, and which cannot be finithed bat
after a long examination.

You will do me a very great favour, if
you will bring me what you have wrote
upon the things which relate to this fub-
Je&, and to truft them to myfelf alone.

You will find me, as you have always
known me, as much a Siranger to the
grandeur with which I am furrounded, asif

- I knew
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I'knew not even the name; and you may
fpeak to me with the fame franknefs you
ufed to do formerly, becaufe the Popedom
hasgiven me a new love for truth, and a-

Dew conviction of my own nothingnefs.
Roue, 24th September,

PLEL 4RO

LETTER CXXX.

TO A PORTUGUESE LORD;

O U need not doubt of my having all’

poffible defire to unite, more clofe=
ly than ever, thofe ties which have been
attempted to be broken bztween the Courts
of Rome and Portugal. I know how inti-
mate a conneftion has always fubfifted be-
tween thofe two Powers, from the earlieft -
times, and fhall be happy to place things -
on their old footing; but as Common Fa-
ther of the Faithful, and as Chief of all the
religious Orders, I fhall do nothing until I
have examined, weighed, and judged, ac- -
cording to the laws of juftice and truth.

- May God forbid that any human con-
fideraton fhould influence my decifion!.
I have already a fufficiently fevere account
to render to God, without charging my

: Is confcience :

/



178 LETTERS OF GANGANELL

confcience with the addition of a
crime; and it would be an enormou
to profcribe a religious Order, upo:
mours and prejudices, or even upor
picions. I fhall not forget, that snx
g to Cefar the things that are Ce/
ought to render to God the things th.
Gods.

I have already ordered a perfon tc
- mine the Archives of the Propoganda
to procure for me the correfpondence «
illuftrious brother and predeceflor £
Quintys with Philip II. Befides, I
required the heads of the accufation
fent me, fupported. by fuch. teftimon
cannot be rejected. I fhall fecretly be
the Advocate of thofe whofe ruin is reg
of me, that I may feek every means «
tifying them within myfelf, before 1
nounce.. ‘

The King of Portugal, as well :
Kings of France, Spain and Naple
too religious. to difapprove of my pro
ing. :
If Religion requires facrifices, al
Church fhall hear me, and

I withit had. been the will of Provic
that I had not been referved for fuch
mitous times ; for in whatever way |
I fhall make fome malcontents, I tha
cafion murmurs, and render myfelf o
to a number of people whofe efteem

friendfhip I fincerely defire.

Icon
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I compare myfelf to one of the Prophets
whom God raifed in the midft of Tempefts;
or to afoldier, who by his rank is expofed
to combat, though his views may be onl
to peace, but by the poft he holds, finds
himfelf obliged to ac, whether he likes it
or not.

All isin the hands of God; may he di-
re¢t my pen, my tongue and my heart! I
will fubmit to every thing, and I will do
every thing that ought to be done, without.
dreading the confequences, &c.

I B BB

LFTTER CXXXIL

TO A MONK, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS.

F you believe that I am happy, you are
I’ deceived. After having been agitated
the whole day, I frequently wake in the
‘middle of the night, and figh after my
Cloifter, my Cell, and my books. 1 may
likewife fay, that I look upon your fituation
with envy. What encourages- me is, that.
God himfelf has placed me in the Chair of
St. Peter, to the great furprife of the whole -
world ; and if I-am deftined to any-impor-
tant work, he will fupport me.

Go.
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'God knows, I would give every drop of
my blood to have All pacified, that the
whole world might return to their duty;
that they who have given offence would 1e-
form, and that there might be neither divi-
fion nor fuppreffion.

I will not come to the laft extremities,
unlefs I am preffed -by powerful motives;
fo that pofterity at leaft may do me juftice,
in cafe the prefent age refufe it to me. It
isnot That, however, about which I am
anxious, but the Eternity to which [ am
{o near approaching, and which is a more
formidable profpet to Popes thanto any-
of the reft of the world.

I fhall fend you an anfwer to what you
require. You know that I do not forget
my friends, and that if I do not fee them
fo frequently as formerly it is becaufe bu- .
finefs and folicitude ftand centries over me ;
they are at my gate; in my chamber, and
in my heart.

Mention me to my old acquaintance : I
think fometimes of the aftonifhment they
muft have been in at hearing of my eleva-
tion. ‘

But more particularly tell him with
whom I ftudied, that he did not prophefy
well, when he told our companions that I
fhould certainly finith my days in France.
‘There is no appearance of that being ever

. realifed,
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realifed, or I fhould be deftined for fome-
thing very extraordinary indeed.

I am always your affe@ionate

. CLEMENT.
AT CasrLE-GANDOLEHO.

POXRECAOOT OO

"LETTER CXXXIL

TOR.PPAIME DE LAMBALLE,
GENERAL OF THE CAPUCHINS.

I A M fincerely obliged to you for the
. Prayers which you put up to Heaven
for my prefervation. I have doubly need
of them, as an individual, and as Head of
the Church. I fhare all your pains and
troubles, being convinced that you fuffer
with a {pirit of penitence, and in a manner
_ agreeable to God.

If you remain long at Paris, as T am
afraid you muft onaccount of your indif-
pofition, you will have an opportunity of
feeing M. Doria, whom I love in the ful-
nefs of my heart, as a Prelate who will one
day be the joy and honour of the Church,
I fee you in the midft of a world where
there aregreat vices and great virtues; and
where, by a particular Providence, the zeal
for Religion {o eminent in his Moft Chrif-

tian
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tian Majefty, and all the Royal Familys
and the great piety of ihe Prelate who holds
the See of Paris, bids fair to ftop the pro-
grefs of infidelity.

Bring with you fome French Monk, whofe
knowledge will do honour here to his na-
ton.

The Dominicans thought prudently when
they called to the Minerva your worthy
Countryman. T. Fabrici, who will perpetu-
ate the glory of the Order by his learning.

If your illnefs does not prevent you f%om
going to fee Madam Louife, I beg you will
tell her how much I admire the facrifice the
has made. Affure all your Brotherhood
that I love them fincerely in the Lord, and
that I exhort them to live always in a man-
ner worthy of our Founder,

I fhall fpeak to Cardinal de Bernis upon
what you defired me. You will have fre-
quent inquiries made about bim in France,
For I know that he is as dear tothe French
as he is to the Italians.

I with to fee you again in good health, -
for I ain intirely yours, as before,

(Signed ) Crement XIV.

Rame 2d April, 1773,
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CIRCULAR LETTER
. OF

"CLEMENT XIV.

“TO ALL THE PATRIARCHS, PRI~

. MATES, ARCHBISHOPS AND BI-
SHOPS, ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS
ADVANCEMENT.

CLEMENT XIV.

TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN, HEALTH
" AND APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION.

BU T it is the work of the Lord, and it is
wonderful in our eyes. ‘'The infcrutable
Decrees of God, and not human councils,
have loaded us with the awful duties of
the Apoftlethip, when we were very far
from entertaining any fuch thoughts. This
conviction gives us full confidence, that He
who_hath called usto the painful cares of
the fupreme Miniftry, will condefcend to
calm our fears, affift our weaknefs, and
hear our Prayers. Peter, who ought to be
our model, was encouraged by the Lord,
who reproached him for his want of faith
when he thought he was finking in the fea.
There is no doubt but that it is the will of
our
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our Divine Chief, who in the perfon of the
Prince of Apoftles hath trufted to us the
keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and hath
commanded us to feed his fheep, that we
put away all doubt of obtaining his aid.
‘We fubmit ourfelves then, without referve,
to Him, who is our ftrength and our help,
refigning ourfelves up to his power and
truth. By his goodnefs he will complete
in us the work which he hath begun; and
even our lowlinefs will ferve to make his
meicy fhine forth with more luftre in the
eyes of men: for if, in thefe wretched
times, he hath refolved to accomplifh fome-
thing for the good of his Church by the
miniftry of fo ufelefs a fervant aswe, all
mankind will evidently fee that he is the
Author and Perfe&er, and that to himalone
the glory ought to be afcribed. But the
more powerful the help is upon which we
depend, the more ought we to employ our
wmoft efforts to co-operate with it; and
the more exalted the honour to which we
have been advanced, the more ought we
to endeavour worthily to difcharge the du-
ties of it.

In proportion as we caft our eyes over
all the countries of the Chriftian world,
we perceive you, our venerable Brethren,
fharing with us in our glorious work ; and
this view fills us with confolation. It is
with the greateft joy we recognife in you,
ow worthy afliftants, faithful Paftors and

evangelical
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evangelical labourers. It is therefore that
we are anxious to addrefs ourfelves to you
at the beginning of our Apoftlefthip. It is
into your bafoms that we would fhed the
moft fecret fendments of our foul; and if
it appears that we offer you fome exhorta-
tions, and give you fome advice, do not
attribute it to any thing but diftruft of our-
- felves, and think that they are the effects
of that confidence which your virtues and
filial love towards us have infpired.

Firft we pray and befeech you, our ve-
nerable Brethren, to pray conftantly to God
to ftrengthen our weaknefs; render us back
this return of the tendernefs we bear to-
wards you. Pray for our wants, as we
pray for yours; fo that being mutually ful-
tained, we may be more fum and more
vigilant. Let us prove by the union of our
hearts, that unity by which we all make
only one and the fame body; for the whole
Church is but one building, of which the
Prince of Apottles laid the foundation here.
Many ftones have been bound together for
its conftrution ; but all reft upon one alore,
and he is Jefus Chrift, in whom we are all
united as his members. :

Being charged, as his Vicar, with th
admini%tration of his power, we are raifed
by his will to the moft eminent fituation ;
but united with us as the Chief of the vi-
fible Church, you are the principal partshof

that l
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that fame body. Nothing can happ
the one, but muft affe&t the other. |
wife, there is nothing that can intereft
but what muft become an object of
folicitude. It is therefore, that bei
perfett agreement, an8l animated wit
fame fpirit, which flowing from the fuf
Head, and fcattered over all the merr
gives them life ; we ought chiefly to
that the whole body of the Church be f
and intire, and neither contraét fp
wrinkle, but flourith by the practice

very Chriftian virtue. With the I
help we may fucceed in this, if ever:
according to his power, would inflame
felf with zeal in the care of the flock
is entrufted to him, and apply carefu
guard them from feduction, to pr
them folid inftrutiens, and the
means of fanctification.

There never was a time when it was
neceflary to watch for the fafety of
Opinions are every day fcattered at
moft capable of thaking the caufe of
gion ; and men in crouds allow them
tobe feduced by a thirft after novelt
isa moral poifon, which infinuates itfe
to all conditions, and which makes the
cruel ravages.

My Reverend Brethren, it isa new
tive for our labouring with more a
than ever, to reprefsa madnefs which
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tattack the moft holy Laws, and even to
infult the Deity.

It is not by the help of human wifdom
that you will fucce=d in this pious enter-
pife, but by the fin:plicity of the word
of God, more piercing than a two-edged
fword.  You will eafily repel all the attacks
of the enemy, you will eafily blunt all
their arrows, by prefenting in all your dif-
courfes only Jefus Chrift, and Jefus Chrift
crucified. e hath built his Church, that
Holy City, and provided it with his Laws
and his Precepts. He hath trufted to it
the Faith which he came to eftablifh, as a

~depofit to be religioufly preferved in all its

purity. It was his will that it fhould be-
come the impregnable rarpart of his Doc-

- trine and Truth, and that the gates of hell

fhould never prevail againft it. Being ap-
pointed to the care and government of this
Holy City, our venerable Brethren, let us
diligently preferve the precious inheritance
of the Faithof our Holy Founder and Divine
Mafter, which our Fathers have tranfmitted
to us in all its purity, that we may tran{mit
it equally pure to our defcendants. If our
acions and counfels are conformable to the
rule marked out for us in the Holy Scrip-
tures, if we walk in the paths ofy our Fa-
thers which cannot lead us aftray, we may
aflure ourfelves tnat we fhall be able to fhun
every falfe ftep which is capable of weak-
ening the Faith of the Chriftian people, or
inl
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in any point injure the unity of the Church-
Let us only draw from the Scriptures, and
from tradition, what it imports us to know
and to obferve; thefe are the facred fources
of Divine Wifdom; and there we fhall find
whatever we ought to believe and practife;
whatever concerns worfhip, difcipline, or
manner -of living, is included in that double
depofit. We fhall there fee the depth of
our fublime Myfteries, the duties of Piety,
the rules of Juftice and Humanity. There
we fhall be inftruted in what we owe to
God, to the Church, to our country, and
to our neighbour; and we muft acknow-
ledge that there is no law better than true
Religion, to eftablith the rights of natiops
and fociety. The Doctrines of Jefus Chrift
have never been attacked without troubling
the repofe of the people, without ddturbing
the obedience due to Sovereigns, and with-
out fcattering troubles and confufion all
around. '

There is fuch an intimate union between
the rights of his Divine Majefty, and the
rights of the Kings of thisworld, that when
the laws of Chriftianity are.cbferved, So-
vereigns are obeyed without regret, their
power is refpected, and their perfons ho-
noured. .

We therefore exhort you, "our venerable
Brethren, to include, to the utmoft of
your power, obedience and fubmiffion te
Sovereigns in the people that are intrufted

to
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to you; for among the. Commandments of
God, this is extremely neceflfary for pre-
ferving peace and good order. Eings have
been elevated to the eminent ranks the
poflefs, only to watch over the fafety of
the public, and to confine men within the
bounds of wifdom and equity. They are
the Minifters of God for the obfervance of
Jjuftice, and they only carry the fword to
execute the vengeance of God, by punifh-
ing thofe that ftray from their duty. They
are likewife the dear Children and the Pro-
teCtor of the Church, and it is their duty
to deferd her rights, and fupport her in-
terefts. 'Take care then, that you inftruck
even the children, as foon as they are ca-
pable of it, to preferve an inviolable fidelit
towards their Sovereigns, to fubmit to their
authority, to obferve their laws, not only
from the fear of punithment, but as a duty
of confcience.
~ When by your zeal and application you
fhall have thus difpofed the minds of {ub-
je&ts to obey their Kings, to refpet and
love them in the fullnefs of their hearts,
you will then have laboured effe¢tually for
the tranquillity of the people, and the good
of the Church; for the one is infeparable
from the other. But that you may infallibly
acquit yourfelves with fuccefs in that duty,
you fhould join to the Prayers which you
daily make for the people, paiticular Pray-
ers for the Kings, fo as to obtan fgm(xi

0
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God their prefervation and profperity, and
the grace which is neceffary to govern with
wif{dom and with equity. .

Thus, in labouring for the happinefs of
all mankind, you -will worthily difcharge
the duties of your facred Miniftry ; for it
is juft and right that the Pontiffs, who have
been eftablithed for the good of man, in
what concerns the worfhip of God, fhould
prefent to God the vows of all the faithful,
inceffantly praying the Lord to fupport and
eftablith him who watcheth for the public
tranquillity, and the prefervation of all the
people.

It would be fuperfluous to remind you
of all the other obligations which the pafto-
ral dignity impofes on you. You are al-
ready fully inftruted in all the duties which
the Chriftian Religion requires, living hap-
pily in the practice of all the virtues: for
you fhould never fail to have Jefus Chrift
our Chief, the Prince of all Paftors, before
your eyes, and ftill endeavour to render
yourfelves as near a copy as poffible of that
perfet model of Charity, Holinefs, and
Humility. Our labours, our thoughts, can-
not have a more glorious or more excel-
lent obje¢t than Him, who being the bright-
ness of his Father’s glory, and the exprefs
image of Lis perfon, has been pleafed to
raie us to the quality of Children of God,
by adop 1on, and to make us co-heirs with
himfelf. It is the way to preferve the

union
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amion and alliance of men with Jefus Chrift,
and to imitate that Divine Model of pati-
-ence, gentlenefs, and humility. Wherefore
dtisfaid: Afcend upon 5 bigh moumtain, ye
obo preach the Gofpel to Sionm. .

K you have an ardent defire to conform
to thefe duties, it is not poflible but this
holy ardour muft by fympathy communi-
-cate itfelf from your heart to the breafls
of all natians, and they become deeply in-
flamed with it; for the example of the
Paftor has a virtue and aftonifhing pewer in
moving the fouls of the Faithful intrufted
to his charge. When they perceive that
all his thoughts and all bis actions are re-
.gulated by the model of all perfections
when they fee him avoid every thing which
can rehifh of auft=rity, fiercenefs, and haugh-
tinefs; and employ himfelf only in works
which infpire charity, gentlenefs, and hu.
mility ; then will they find themfelves ani-
-mated to follow fuch an admirable ard edi-
fying example.

When they are.convineced that a Paftor
‘neglects himtelf to be ufeful to others; that
-his principal delight is to relieve the indi-
gent; that he comforts the afflited, in~
ftruéts the ignorant, affifts with his good
-offices and his counfels all thofe who ftand
in need of them; and that, in fine, every
thing befpeaks a perfet difpofition in him
to facrifice his life for the falvation of his
people; then every one, ftruck with his

Vou. I K virtues,
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virtues, and affeCted by his example, will
enter into himfelf, and corre& his faults.
But if a Paftor, attached folely to his-own
intereft, prefers the things of this warld
to thofe ofP Heaven, how can he engage
his flock to love God only, and to rende =
fervices to each other? If he fighs afte=
riches, pleafures, and honours, how car=
he infpire the contempt of them? If hei =
haughty, and blown up with pride, hoves
will he perfuade them to be gentle anc—
humble ?

Since then you are charged, our vene—
rable Brethren, to form the people accord—
ing to the maxims of Jefus Chrift, youms
firft duty is to live in the holinefs, gentle—
nefs, and innocence of manners, of whiche—
he hath fet us an example. You may de—
pend upon it, you cannot make a proper—
ufe of your authority, but by endeavouring=
rather to give proofs of your modefty andlf
charity, than by difplaying the badges of3
your dignity. Be affured, that if you ac—
quit yourfelves fcrupuloufly of the duties=
‘impofed upon you, you will be crowned —
with glory and happinefs; and that, on
the contrary, .if you negle&t them, you
-will be covered with fhame, and prepare
for yourfelves the greateft of all miferies.
Do not defire other riches than to fecure
thofe fouls to God, which he hath purchafed
with his blood :—feek no other glory than
that of confecrating yourfelves intirelylto

the
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the Lord, to labour inceflantly in extend.
Ing his worfhip, to fet off the beauty of
his Houfe; to extirpate vice, and cultivate
virtue. Such fhould be the fole objett of
your thoughts, your defires, your aCtions,
and your ambition. And do not think,
our venerable Brethren, that after having
pafled a long time in thefe painful labours,
there will remain nathing more to exercife
your virtue. Such is the nature of our Mi-
nftry, fuch is the condition of a Bifhop,
that he ought never to fee an end to his
folicitude and cares; he can never give
himfelf up to reft;.for they whofe charity
thould know no bounds, ought to admit
no bounds to their ativity. The expecta-
tion of an eternal reward, is furely capable
of rendering all our labour light.. .

.Ah! what can appear difficult to thofe
who do not lofe fight of the ineffable hap-
pinefs which the Lord will fhare with all
zhofe who faithfully watch and increafe his
flock, when he comes to afk an account of -
their adminiftration! Befide this hope, fo
fweet and precious, you will find inex-
{)rcﬂiblc Joy and confolation in the very

abours of an Epifcopal life. When God
- Almighty feconds our efforts, we fee the
people firictly united by the ties of reci-
procal charity, and diftinguithing them-
felves by their mnocence, candour, and
piety: we fee a multitude of excellent
fruits, which our watchings, fatigue, and
K2 - cares,
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cares, have produced in the fields of the
Church.

. May we, our moft dear and venerable
Brethren, by our unanimous and voluntary
agreement, zesl, and application, revive
in the time of our Apoftlefhip that flourifh-
ing ftate of Religion, and reftere all the
beauty it poflefled in the fuft ages! May
we be able to congratulate, and rejoice
with, you in the Lord! May the God of _
mercy deign to fupport us by the helpof
his grace, and fill our bearts with whatever
is agreeable to him!

In teftimany of our cherity, We give
ou, with all poflible affection, and all the
aithful of your Churches, the Apoftolical

Benediction.

At Rome, St. Mary Major, the 12th of December,
g the Year 17Gg, and the Fir# of our Poatificate,

L E T T E R. - A
‘To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY,
S LOUIS XV
 UPON IRRELIGION. -

X X JE know nothing .more proper tokin-
dle your zeal, than the motive

‘which engages us to write to you. We do
: not
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not purpofe to fpeak at prefent of our per-
fonal interefts, but thofe of Religion itfelf.
i we are affured of your royal protetion -
for ourfelves, we have much more reafon
1 believe that you will not reject our fo-
licitations, which have no other view than
the good of the Church. .

It is the common caufe of God and-
Chriftianity, which we at prefent fpeak of
to you, our moft- dear Son in fefus Chrift.
We fee with the deepeft forrow, the worthip
sftablithed by the Supreme Legiflator, for
1 long time attacked by wicked men, who
do not ceale to dire&t againtt it the facri--
egious arrows of their perverfe fpirits.. It.
nay be faid, that there is a general con--
piracy, by the moft audacious efforts, .
aterly to overthrow whatever is moft ve- -
aerable or facred. They do not blufth to
produce every day a croud of writings, an
sternal monument of their folly, in order
to deftroy even the firft principles of good
morals, to break the bonds of all Society,
and to feduce fimple fouls, by the fatal ta--
lent which they poflefs of fuccefsfully fowing
thefe perverfe dotrines. . "

The aftonifhing rapidity of their progrefs
perfuades us, that there can be nothing
more important, or more urgent, thanto -
raife a dyke to oppofe this torrent,

- It is not fufficient to take all the poifon-
ed works which iffue from that horrid
School, out of the hands of Readers; the

K.3 zeal
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zeal of-our venerable Brethren the Bithops
muft come to our affiftance ; that by uniting:
our ftrength, we may, with one common
accord, combat the different enemies of
our Religion, and be avenged of the infults
daily offered to it.

We fee with inexpreflible joy upon this
occafion, thas the Prelates of Your Ma-
jefty’s great and flourithing Empire, at
prefent aflembled in Paris for the affairs
of the Clergy, enter perfe@ly into our
views, and that their paftoral folicitude en-
gages them to employ every means of ftop-
ping the ravages of infidelity. We have a
perfet confidence that in labouring, as they
will do, in the caufe of God, they will re-
ceive abundantly the fpirit of wifdom and-
ftrength. It is no {mall copfolation to us,
to fee them apply with fo much zeal to the
difcharge of fuch important duties.

But if they have need of the proteétion
of the Moft High, they have likewife a
right to expect from you, our moft dear
Son, the neceflary helps to affit and
crown their labours. We therefore pray
you, as much as in us lies, to favour them
in whatever they do for the caufe of Religi-
on, and to fupport them with vigour. Then
will they give effeCtual proofs of the zeal
which animates them, not only for the
falvation of the Faithful, but for the tem-
poral advantage of their Country, and alfo
for your facred Perfon; for Religion being

: _ the



TO LOUIS XV. 199"
the firmeft fupport of Thrones, it is eafy
to retain people who obey God, in obedi--
ence to Kings.

Hence it is eafy to be feeri, that our cares
and folicitude do not tend lefs to confitm
your royal authority, than to maintain’ the
interefts of God. Human focieties are
much more indebted for their prefervation.
and fecurity to the exercife of the true wor-
thip, and the ftability of the revealed doc-
trine, than to- the force of arms, or the a-
bundance of riches.

The true way of drawing down the moft
precious effects of the Divine mercy upon
your facred. Perfon, and upon the Princes
and Princeffes of your blood, is publicly to
maintain the Faith and Piety in their pu-
rity. In doing: this you will eminently
poflefs the art of reigning, the art by which
your anceftors have always fhewn them=
felves Moft Chriftian Kings; and you will
fupport your own glory and theirs, by ad+
ding the moft ftriking proofs of your Reli~
gion to their example.

This fubje¢t would no doubt require to
be treated more fully; but the high opi-
nion we have of your truly royal piety, .
makes us look upon a long Difcourfe on this
fubject as fuperflubus. '

In the firm perfuafion that Your Majefty
will grant what we afk with equal zealand
juftice, we pray the Almighty, by whom
you reign, that he will long preferve you

Ka RSN
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and youwr Auguft Family; and we give
you, with all poffible tendernefs, our Apof-
tolical Benedi¢tion. May it be a happ
prefage of the favour and happinefs which:
we wifh you!

Boxuz, 211t March, 1770.

To MADAME LOUISE oe FRANCE,,
CLEMENT XIV.

To ouRr MosT DEAR DAUGHTER IN Jesus
CHRrisT, ALL HearLvrH!

T feemeth to us that the moft painful
labours of the Apoftlethip with which
we have heen. clothed, have no. longer any.
thing but what is light and pleafing, fince:
we have learnt your holy and generous re-
foluton.  You could undertake nothing
more grand nor mere fublime, than to ex-
. change the pomp of a Royal Court for
the humiliation of a Religious Houfe.
‘Whether we confider the pious condefcen-
fion of our moft dear Son in Jefus Chrift,
Louis, your Auguft Father, and Moft
Chriftian King, who has permitted you to
make fuch a facrifice; or look upon the
precious advantage which muft thence re-
fult for the good of the Church; we cannot
contajn our joy and adeniration.
May
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. May thanks be rendered to God, the
Author of all good, that he has given us,
in your perfon, fuch a ftriking example toall
Princes, and all Nations, and has deigned
to confecrate our Pontificate by fo glorious
-an event. Itis a fubject of congratulation
for us, as well as for you. Ah! how can we
be otherwife than delighted with the view of
the abundant riches which the Lord hath
heaped upon you ; and with that all divine
ftrength which made you, after the moft
mature reflexions, embrace :a kind of life
which may be called a fketch of Heaven!
None but God himfelf could infpire you -
with fuch a generous defign.: You have
learnt, by the favour. of his light, that
all the grandeurs of this. world are only
vapours; all its plealures, mere illufions; -
all its promifes, . arrant falfehoods; and laft-
ly, that the foul can only find peace in the -
pleafing exercife of the love of God; and -
that you cannot reign, but. by ferving him -
alone. )

Now it is, that, inthe port where you -
are at prefent, fheltered from rocks and
thipwreck, you are about to enjoy the moft
delicious tranquillity ; to tafte, more than
ever, the holy and divine pleafures which -
are the inheritance of the friends of God. -
When we can triumph over the world, we
poflefs the greateft riches, in the midft of
indigence, We find true liberty in . re- -
nouncing ourfelves; grandeur and glory in

i Ks the.
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the depreflions of the profoundeft humi-
lity. Nothing is comparable to the happi-
" nefs of concentrating all our thoughts, and
all our defires, in the bofom of God; tolive
with- Him alone, to be inflamed with the
love of Him, and to have no other hope but
that of poffefling Him for ever.

May your courage increafe, our moft dear
Daughter, in proportion as the grace of God
has been plentifully poured upon you! Per-
fevere, with all your ftrength, in the noble
defign which you have formed, of proceed-
ing mn the way of Salvation. Employ yourfelf
conftantly with Him, whom. you have pro-
pofed to love and ferve all the days of your
life: think that the recompence which is
the object of your defires, is infinite; and
the fruit which you exped, incorruptible:
By that means you will change your toils
into delights, and you will tafte beforehand
the fweets of a heaven to come.

The more we reflect upon the generous
ftep which you have taken, the more we
rejoice in the hope, that the brilliant ex-
ample will produce in many other people
the defire of imitating it. You will not
fail to call to mind that the King, . your
indulgent Father, having facrificed the plea--
fure he had in your fociety that.he might
not oppofe your call, you ought to employ
every means of teftifying your gratitude
towards him.. The only way to. acquit
yourfelf is, to pray conunually to God,alg

m:
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make him happy in this life, and in that
which is to come.

Your zeal for the Church, which is well
known to us, together with your refpe¢tful
attachment to the Holy See, are new mo-
tives of joy and confolation; for we are
perfuaded that you will apply conftantly to
God for our particular wants, as well as
thofe of Religion ~We offer you in ac-
knowledgment of all thefe good offices,
every advantage which you can expe&t
from our paternal tendernefs. Neothing
can equal the extreme defire which we
have to fecond your pious intentions, and
to promote the fervour with which you
walk 1n the pathsof virtue. And although
we are perfeétly convinced of your zeal
and perfeverance, we will willingly give to-
your prefent or future Confeflor the power
of foftening your Rule, and even to dif-
penfe with it in every cafe where your
weaknefs cannot keep pace with your
courage. Befides that, we grant you, in
virtue of our Apoftolical authority, a full.
and intire indulgence every time you ap--
proach the Holy Table; and to teftify our
affection ftill more, we grant the fame fa--
vour to our Holy Daughters in Jefus Chrift,
your worthy Companions, and make them
participators with you in our Apoftolical Be~
nediction,

Given at Rome, gth May, 1770, the firft Year of”
our Pontificate.. '
LETTER:



204 LETTER
LETTER

To His' Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY,
LOUIS XV.

ON THE SUBJECT OF MADAME LOUISE
TAKING THE HASBIT.

Our MosT DEAR SoN IN Jesus CHRIsT,
aLL HeavtH!

‘T is proper that at the fame time we
write to our moft dear Daughter in
Jefus Chrift, the Princefs Louifa Maria,
to congratulate her on the greatnefs of her
facrifice, we pour forth our joy into the
paternal bofom of your Majefty. You
have given us the greateft delight; and
the more o, as you have had the princi-
pal fhare in fo remarkable and fo fplendid
an ation. But what fills our Soul with
infinite fatisfaction, is, that after having ap-
plauded the generous proceedings of your
Auguft Daughter, you have fhewn extra-
ordinary courage, in feparating yourfelf
from her, notwithftanding the ineftimable
qualities which. rendered her fo dear to you;
and that asfoon as you believed - you heard
the voice of Religion, you ftifled the call
of Nature, and have only feen a future
Spoufe for Jefus Chrift, in her who was
your
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your beloved Daughter. Thus you your-
felf have opened the way to Heaven to a
pious Princefs whe defired with ardour to
enter it; and you have contributed, by your .
generous approbation, to fecure her from
the dangers which furround human life, and
the tumultuous waves which diftraé it

I fee her in the holy retreat which fhe
hath chofen, teaching the whole world
that there is nothing more frail, nor more
vain, than all the delights and all the gran-
deur of this life; that they are to be looked
upon only as rocks, which often become
the lamentable caufe of a mulitude of e-
vils, by oppofing the acquifition of eternal
happinefs.

The fhare which you have had in fo pious.
an attion, ought to give you the greateft
confidénce in the prayers of your illuftrious
Daughter : fhe will never ceafe to pray to
God for your Auguft Perfon, your Royal
Family and your whole Kingdom, and,
what fhould ftill more intereft your Majefty,
for the falvation of your foul. Itis a pow-
erful interceflion which you bave obtained
in the fight of the Almighty; and it much
concerns you to derive every poflible ad-
vantage f¥om an event which Providence
has permitted for your good.

We wifh, in the fulnefs of our heart,
that you would receive the teftimonies of
our affe@tion, as the tender overflowings of -
the heart of a Father who dearly loves

| T ’ you
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you, and who is no lefs zealous for your
glory and happinefs than his own. To
convince you of it, we ‘%ive you, our moft
dear Son in Jefus Chrift, in the moft affec-
tionate manner poffible, our Apoftolical
Benediction, as an undoubted proof of”
the fingular love that, &c.

Given at Romr, gth May, 1770, aid the Firft of”
our Poatificate. .

A SECOND LETTER.

To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY,
L OUI S XV

ON THE SAME SUBJECT.

FTER having congratulated Your
™\ Majefty, by our Letter of the gth
of May laft, on the heroic courage with
which the Princefs Louifa, your Auguft
Daughter, is about to embrace a' religi-
ous life ; after having teftified the fulnefs
of our joy on the fame fubject to her; we
cannot refift exprefling our fatisfaction
again this day, and what our tranfports are
at the approach of fuch a facrifice. Her
zeal is fo ardent, that fhe can' fuffer no
longer
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longer- delay, and fhe is inflamed with the
defire of fecing herfelf clothed in the Holy
Habit of the Carmelites, by the hands of
our Venerable Brother, Bernardin, Arch-
bithop of Damafcus, our Nuncio in Oidi-
nary to Your Majefty. "

From the firft news we received of her
generous defign, we recognifed the f{pirit
of God a&in? in a moft wonderful manner
on the foul of this Auguft Princefs; and we
found ourfelves affected with the ftrong-
eft defire to go in perfon to perform the
ceremony of the Peflure, which our Nua-
Cio is to perform, and thereby augment
the luftre and folemnity of fo great a day.
But the diftance making it impoffible, we
fhall accomplith our defires in part, by
charging our Nuncio, our Brother above-
- named, with this auguft duty. We will
feem to affift in fome fort ourfelves, and
lead our moft dear daughter in Jefus Chrift
to the nuptials of her Divine Spoufe. We
pray you to approve of the Letters which
we have addrefled on that fubjeét to the
Nuncio who reprefents us ; and we perfuade
“ourfelves that you will acquiefce the more
willingly, as thefe difpofitions have no other
motive than our zeal and affetion for your
Mayjefty.

As a certain pledge of thefe fenti-
ments, and as a happy prefage of the di-
vine blefling, receive our Apoftolical Bene-
_diction. We give it with all the tendernefsf

o
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of a Father to you, and to all your Auguft
Children, efpecially the pious Princefs wno
is the memorable {ubje¢t of our gladnefs.
Given at Rome, the18th of July, 1770 the fe- -
cond Year of our Pontificate.

HXIIOIOKIOCHIOINIHNNK

~ SECOND LETTER
TO MADAM LOUISE, OF FRANCE.,

Our MosT DEAR DAUGHTER IN Jesus
CHRrisT, ALt HEALTH!

T laft the moft glorious and the moft

fortunate day og your life approaches;
a day on which, by the moft facred and -
intimate ties, you are to become the Spoufe
of Jefus Chrift himfelf; and devote to him
all your defires, all.your thoughts, and all
your actions. :

We were tranfported with joy, and we
applauded your magnanimity, from that
mcment, when, tfeading the vanities of the
world under your feet, you renounced the
delights of the moft brilliant Court, to
confine -yourielf to the obfcurity of the
Cloifter, ard there to make trial of the
moft humble and moft mortifying life:

but
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but your public profeflion, by which you
are about to make Heaven and earth wit- -
- . nefles of your generous facrifice, completes
‘Qur joy. Never farget that the Lord, by
Calling you from the bofom of grandeur to
Kve under the thadow of the Crofs, mark-
©d you with the Seal of Predeftination. The
higher the rank you held in the world, the
more is his goodnefs remarkable, and the
~ Iore ought your foul to be penetrated with

ve and gratitude.

All the feftivals of this age have nothing
to compare with that great day, when, led
by the infpiration of Grace, you fhall give -
yourfelf up intirely to God, and folemnly
take him SEor your inheritance-

Would to Heaven, our deareft Daugh-
ter, that it were poflible for us to affift in
perfon at this auguft ceremony, to be not
only a witnefs, but likewife the Minifter
of fuch an heroic facrifice! Neverthelefs,
although that happinefs is denied us,
we will not fail to enjoy it as much as pol-
{ible, by having ourfelves reprefented by
our venerable Brother, the Archbifhop of
Damafcus, our Nuncio in ordinary. It
was already by his hands that we clothed
u in the facred habit, and it will be by
m that we fhall receive your facred vows;
and that nothing may be wanting for the
{olemnity of fo great a day, we charge
him to impart to you all the weafures of
- the Church, :

‘ We
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We do not doubt of your thewing every
fenfe of our paternal tendernefs, by ad-
vancing more and more in the courfe you
have entered, and by the conftant practice
of all the virtues, more efpecially that of
humility. It is from thence you will learn
that you cannot be vain of any thing
but that you hold all from God; that you
ought conftantly to diftruft your own
ftrength, and not rely on your own merit
but on his Almighty Grace only ; believing,
at the fame time, that you are capable of
every thing in Him who ftrengthens you,
and never ceafing to have recourfe to his
irifinite mercy.

Thefe fentiments, deeply engraved on
your foul, will diffufe a Chriftian modefty
over your whole perfon; and in the fhadow
of that humility, Divine Love will take root

‘in your heart, and will produce fruit both
ufeful and abundant. "

Itis not bz way of advice that we {peak
to you in this manner, asif we thought
you had need of it, but to render the way
of life to which God hath called you, more
precious.

You will certainly make it a capital duty
to teftify, upon all occafions, the lively gra-
ttude which you owe to your Auguft Fa-
ther, who has loved you fo tenderly, and
done every thing for you: you will never
ceafe to pray to God to preferve him, to
profper "his kingdom and his auguft Fa-

-l
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mily, and, above all, to grant him eternal
happinefs.

As for us, if we may be permitted to
chim the rights which our affection intitles
usto, we conjure you to draw down upon
our perfon, as your Father in Jefus Chrift,
the favourable attention of the Lord, and
to pray continually for the Church in-
trufted to our care. And now that you
are more intimately attached to her, you
ought to intereft yourfelf more than ever
inwhat concerns either her advantage or |,
glory. On your part, you may be per-
fuaded that we will continually beg of
God to .blefs your pious refolutions, and -
that you may increafe more and more in
his holy love.

Receive, as a pledge of our paternal af-
fettion, our Apoftolical Benedi¢tion ; we
give it you with all our heart, and like-
vife to all the Order of Carmelites, with
whom you are about to be aflociated for
ever.

-Given at Rome, at St. Mary-Major, under the

. Fisnerman's Ring, the 14th of Auguft, 1771,
. -and the third Year of our Pontficate.

LETTER
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LETTEHR

TO MONSIGNOR GIRAULT, ARCHBISHOP
OF DAMASCUS, NUNCIO TO HIS MOST
CHRISTIAN MAJESTY.

Toour vENERABLE BrRoTHER, HEALTH
AND AprosToLicAL BeNEDICTION!

AVING leamned that the Prince(s

Louite-Marie of France, our moft
dear Daughter in Jefus' Chrift, retired to
the Monaftery of the Bare-footed Carme-
lites of St. Denis, defires with the moft
lively ardour to embrace their holy inftitu-
tion, in order to fatisfy her devotion, fhe.
ought to receive the habit at your hands, as
being Superior of the Order.

When 1 think of that Princefs, born in
the midft of the delights and grandeur of
* the moft brilliant Court in the world, de-
voting herfelf to the moft auftere and re-
tired life, I cannot help admiring, and at
the fame time acknowledging the impref-
fion of the Holy Ghoft, fo as to fay, ‘Itis
a miracle of the Moft High.” We are fo
deeply penetrated on this occafion, that
to accord with the inexpreflible fentiments
of the zeal with which we are animated,
and the joy which tranfports us, we charge
you to perform this ceremony in our n%r?e.

us

BERN
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Thus then, ' to give to this holy and
celebrated Office all the luftre winch it
merits, and all the folemnity of which itis
. fulceptible, we fpecially depute you, our
venerable Brother, and delegate you to act
for us in our place.
This interefts us the more deeply, as
. e fhall believe we are there prefent, to
fee with our own eyes with what holy
. tranfports our moft dear Daughter in Jefus
Chrift will unite herfelf, with all her heart,
© her heavenly Hufband.

Befides this, as we are defirous to aug-
ment the general fatisfaction of the Order,
and to render it more complete, by giving
to all thofe who compofe it, the fpiritual
treafures of the Church; by the effe¢t of
our good-will, we grant plenary indulgence
o all the Bare-footed Carmelites of the
kingdom of France, who, on'the day of
the Princefs taking the habit, fhall partake

~of the Sacraments of Penitence and the
Eucharift, and implore the mercy of the
Almighty for the. exaltation of the Holy
Catholie Church, for our moft dear fon in
Jefus Chrift Louis Moft Chrifian King
of France, for his Children, for the Royal
Family, and particularly for the Princefs
who is at prefent the fubje¢t of our joy, -
and who is to begin her Noviciate in the
moft auftere and.facred ftate; that new
grace may be heaped upon her from day
to day; that fhe may become more the or-
: nament ‘
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nament of her Order by the regula
her life, than by the fplendor of her
—And you, our venerable Broth
defire you diligently to inform all
it may concern, of the falutary favor
which we are willing to gratify then
- for a proof of our Pontifical good-w
give you, &c.
Roxe, 18 July, 1770, the fecond Year
of our Pontificate.

LETTER

TO HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJI

* Our MosT DEAR Son 1N Jesus Ck
ALL HEALTH!

EVERY time we think of y
luftrious Daughter, Louife-M:
France, who in Jefus Chrift is li
ours, we blefs God that he hath fo ir
her.—We have conftantly before ou
the great example which fhe fets
world; an example which will do k
to this age, and will be the admira
pofterity, ‘The nearer the moment
fa
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facrifice approaches, the more we rédouble
our prayers, and the more we defire to de-
clre to you the fentiments which attach
Us to your perfon, by rendering the tribute
of praife which is due to you for the part
You have taken in this great event, of which
the Church is to be the witnefs. :
Undoubtedly you could rot dobetter than
ecure to yourfelf a fupport in the prayers
and vows of her who is totally devoted to
Your perfon, and is intirely agreeable to
In this your wifdom is as eminent
&s your Religion; and it is that which per-
fuades us, at the fame time, that the Di-
‘Vine goodnefs will make you reap the great-
< ft advantage from fo favourable an event.
e congratulate you with all our heart,
- |Aand applaud ourfelves, becaufe the union
“with our moft dear Daughter in Jefus Chrift
“Wwill become more ftrong than ever., Our
eateft defire would be to tie thefe knots
Il more clofe, by prefiding at the cere-
xmnony which we fee approaching, and re-
<eiving in perfon the moft folemn vows
‘which the moft tender piety can pronounce.
We are the more penetrated with this
thought, as it would be a moft happy occa-
fion of converfing with you, of embracing
you, and fhewing you in our eyes, and on
our countenance, the fentiments with which
you infpire us. ‘Then our paternal tender-
nefs and our paftoral charity fhining forth,
would affure you in the ftrongeft mannen;
o
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of our intire affeftion. But alas! weare =
fo unfortunately fituated, as to have that =
fatisfaction only in idea.

As to any other advantages, we have ==
endeavoured to procure them, notwith~ —
ftanding our abfence; having chofen our ==
venerable Brother the Archbifhop of Da- —
mafcus to fupply our place, and given him
the moft fpecial and extenfive powers for
that purpofe, as we before did, when we
gave him commiffion to reprefent us at the
ceremony of taking the Habit.

Being informed that your Majefty then -
approved of the manner in which we had -
difpofed thefe things for the ceremony of —
giving the Habit to our Auguft Princefs, we
flatter ourfelves that you will equally apprewe
at prefent of the fame difpofitions.
We earneftly pray you, ‘then, to join in
our views with your ufual goodncé, and
P

a1k

afford us the eonfolation to fee our place
fupplied, by him that reprefents -us.

Receive, as the beft proofs which we can
give of our attachment, our Apoftolical
Benedition, which, as a pledge of all the
benediétions of Heaven, fhall extend to
your auguft race, and over your whole king-
dom, if our prayers are heard. .

Given at Rowms, at St, Marie- Major’s, under the

Fisusruan’s Ring, the 14th of Auguit, 1771,
the third Year of our Pontificate. [

LETTER

ST—
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LETTEHR
TO THE DUKE OF PARMA:;

'T* would be very difficult to exprefs all
the fatisfattion which your Letter gave
s, in which we find fentiments of the
ioft tender affetion. We are the more
appy at prefent to receive fuch rharks of
sur ftiendthip, as we have always beett
ioft fingularly attached to you, and have
sver céafed to intereft ourfelves in wha
ver could coticérn you. o
We congratulate ourfelves, at the fame
e, oh yout having received with all pof-
bie %ood.-will the teftimonies of our
fendfhip, (oh account of the iHuftrious
Mpring that will one day be the heir of
our vittues) and the proof of our acknow-.
dgements for the zeal with which you la«
oured for our reconcilation with his Moft
hriftian Majefty. By it you have com-
leated the proofs of your piety towards
1e Holy See, and have taken a ftep equal-
r glorious and meritorious. ‘The mediati-
n which you havé employed with our dear
ons in Jefus Chrift, the moft virtuous
ings your Grandfather, Uncle, and Cou~
n, to engage them to erafe’ from their
1inds evety trace of old mifunderftandings,
nd to reftore to us the domains of Avig-
L ' nQn,



218 LETER TO THE DUKE OF PARMA

non, Benevento, and Porto Corvo, can-
not fail to be moft effetual. You do us
juftice in being convinced of our extreme
love for peace and .concord, particularl
with the auguft Houfe of Bourbon, whic
has always deferved fo well from us, from
the Chair of .St. Peter, and the whole
Church in general.—We never doubted
that the religion -and wifdom of thefe So-
vereigns would infpire them with the fame
acihc fentiments which we cherifh in our
own breaft. We conceive the ftrongeft
hopes from your mediation, becaule of
your royal virtues, and the love which your
auguft relations muft reafonably have for
you. They will join ‘with more zeal to
fecond your good intentions, when they
fee peace and harmony reftored from the
fame fource from whence the mifunder-
ftanding and difagreement had proceeded.
In return, we will feize every oportunity of”
proving to you, in the moft diftinguithed
manner, our gratitude and affeQtion.
. 'We give you, with all the tenderne(s of
a paternal affection, our Apoftolical Bene-
diction, as likewife to your virtuous Spoufe,
and to your dear new-born Son; and we
pray the Almighty God that you may in-
creafe in virtue fromn day to day, and ac-
uire that glory which he hath referved

or the Elect.
S SECOND
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SECOND LETTER

_ TO THE DUKE OF PARMA;

" Sfoon as we were informed of the
pains you had taken to reconcile us

with the Kings our moft dear Sons in Jefus
Chrift, ‘and reftore 1o the Holy Seé its
ancient pofleflions, we refolved to render
you our moft fincere thanks. Now that
your wifdom has compleated this great
work, we muft publicly proclaim our joy
and gratitude. We affure you that we
will never forget this gemerous proceed-
ing, which has procured us fuch fignal ad+
vantages; and that the paternal tenderngfs
which. we have for' you, ‘is equal to yous
greatvirtues. We therefore pray, in the ful-
nefs‘of our heart,  for whatever can contyi-
bute to your glory and happinefs. The Mar-
quis de:Lano, to whom we are tenderly at-
tached, on-account of his merit-and fervices
to us, has doubtlefs declared to you what
our fentiments are with regard to-you. It
is to cement them more and more, that we
continually " pray to God te fecond, by
the abundance of his heavenly gifts, the
Apoftolical Benedi¢tion with which we fa-
lute you as the moit certain pledge of dlr

affeétion, &c. : ‘
' L2 BRIEF.
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B R 1E F

“To ovn DEAR ‘Son PETER FRANCIS

BOUDIER, at rresent SUPERIOR-
GE#@(AL or RENEDICTINES, oF THE
CONGREGATION or S§T. MAUR, anpD
GRAND-PRIOR or T ROYAL AB-

REY or S, DENIS,
" GLEMENT X, -

“To ouR DEAR SoN, HEALTH AND APos-
TOLICAL BENEDICTION! '

OUR Letter, diCtated by refped,
- attachment, and moft tender love,
evidently proves the joy which you and
your Congregation felt upon our eleva-
tion to the Sovercigh Pontificate. Your
fentiments for the Apoftolical Chair were
already known to us, and the new teftimo-
nies which you give us of them, were not
wanted to perfuade s of your attachment
to the Haly See. ,

We have likewife been very fenfible of
the demonftrations of zeal, to which you
and your Congregation have added a new
value, in begging the Father of Mercies
to fupport and fortify our weaknefs, by

' his

4
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his powerful help, inthe adminiftration of
fuch an important employment.-

As to the judgment which: you have
formed of Us, We fee nothing but your
indulgence,  your filial love, and the ardent
zeal with which you are animated for Us.
On Our part, We exceedingly defire to
have fome opportunity of teﬁi%ying all the
good-will we bear towards you, and thofe-
who are fubmitted- to your care. In the
mean time, as a pledge of our paternal
tendernefs, We give to you, Our dear
Son, and to -your Brethren, with the fulleft
effufion of Qur heart, Our Apoftolical Be~
nediion. - e ,

Given at Rouwm, st. 51. Merv-Majox, under tha

Franzaman’s Rino, the 11th Augul, 1969, ands

- the firfl of our Pontificate.
} BENEDICT STAY.

L 3 BRIEF.
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Toour pear Son BODDAERT, PRIOR-
GENERAL or THE OzDER oF GUIL-
LELMITES. ’

CLEMENT XIV.

To OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APoS-
. ToLicaL BeENeDICTION!
T HE joy which you teftify at Our ad-
. ] - vancement to the Sovereign Ponti-
ficate, agrees with the attachment which
your Order has a long time had for us.
We do not doubt of your adding to thofe
exterior proofs of your zeal, the affiftance
of your prayers to God that he will deign
to help our weéaknefs; and therefore we
at prefent beg the continuance of them,
as the effe&t of your charity for us. Asto
our fentiments with regard to you, the in-
ftances which we have formerly given of
our good-will towards you, fufficiently fhew
what you may expet.” Be affured that our
new dignity, far from leflening_that good-
will, has rather increafed it; efpecially af-
ter the teftimony you have given us, that
having carefully vifited the Monafteries of
your Order, you have found them obedi-
ent to the Rules of their Inftitution. This
aflurance on your part has given us the

greateft pleafure ;—it redoubles the ten-
dernefs
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dernefs which we have for you, and to
give you a pledge of it, we grant to you;
our dear Son, and to all the Order intruft-
ed to your care, with all the effufion of
our heart, Our Apoftolical Benedition.

Given at Rome, as St. Mary-Major, under the
. Fitherman’s Ring, the gth of July, 1769. and the

 Fistt of ont Pontificate,
BENEDICT S'I_"AY’
2EEOCOCCOHORCOCAK
S PEECH

Seoxen 3y CLEMENT XIV 1N THE sE-
crer ConsisTory HELD tHe 21fk
SEPTEMSBER, 17705

O~ TaE SussecT or THE RecownciLrariown or
PorrucaL with the Court or Rous,

IT feems, Our venerable Brethren,. that
Providence hath chofen this day, the
twenty-fourth of the month, for me to
notify to you the great event on account .
of which we are aflembled inthis place;
the aniverfary of my arrival in Rome, of
my advancement to the Purple, however
unworthy of the honour; and laftly, the
day on which I am to announce to you a

. L4 7 full
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full and entire reconciliation with the Court
of Portugal.

We . have juft received the moft fincere
and the moft eminent proofs of the fubmif-
fion and zeal of his Mot Faithful Majef-
ty :—they have ¢ven furpaffed our expedta-
tion. Not only the fame old cuftoms and
attachment which had ever before fubfifted
- between us and that Crown are now again

renewed, but likewife confirmed in fuch
a manner that they have acquired new
ftrength.

When we foretold what has juft now
happened, we founded our hopes upon the
faith and piety of our moft dear Sen m
Jefus Chrift, who at all times gave the
moft unqueftiorable proofs of his zeal for
the true religion. The day we were in-
formed of his reconcihation, increafed the
- glory and advantage of the Holy See, by
- fillipg us with confalation and joy. There
ts, therefore, nothing which we ought not
to undertake to -teftify our acknowledge-
ments to his Moft Faithful Majefty, and
no with which we ought not to form fog
his prefervation, and that of Marie-Anne-
Victoire, “his auguft ard dear ufe, wha
rivalled ham in her great zea| ta bring aboug
this accommadation. Th. Count d’Oyeras
Secretary of State, . is ¢qually deferving of
our. gratitude and praife; and we fhouid
not forget the Gavernor of Almada, Minif-
ter Plenipoientiary with Us; and whom

we
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we have often heard, with the greateft joys
declare to us the pious and laudable fenti-
wents of his Moft Faithful Majefty. As
there is no methiod more proper toacquit
'gm’felves of-.f ouf gratitude to.a Priéngs fo

efcrvm%' of praife, than to pra to
profper him; {;t us beg of him co)xtltinuallg
to grant us that great favour, &c.

FPEHEEBLEPVESVLHIVIVEY

S PEETCH
oF

CLEMENT" XIV. In THE secreT CoN~
'SISTORY, HELD THE 6th JUNE, 1774. -

~ Uron THE DeaTr or LOUIS XV.. o

" VENERABLE BRETHREN, = :

; Faéz thing could confole us in the-
“midft of our painful labours, it is to-
know that Louis, the Moft Chriftian Km%:

had the beft intentions and the greate
attachment to religjion, as. likewife to our
perfon; but alas!" that confolation be-
comies at this day the fubjet of the deepeft.
* forrow.  Our li}; has been a ftate of af-
flition ever fiice we heard of his death ;.
an event truly fatal,.Land the confequence
5 :
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of a moft cruel diforder. 'We are “the
more deeply affeCted, as we have loft
him in that moment, when he had juft
given us the moft ¢dnfpicuous proofs of
is juftice, magnanimity, and tender affec-
tion towards us and the Holy Apoftolical-
See. And what affliGts us yet more, is,
that we cannot now- acquit ourfelves to-
wards him, but by our tears and our re-
et.

Neverthelefs, let us adore the decrees of
Divine Providence; and in fubmitting to
the will of the Almighty, upon whom the
fate of Kings abfolutely depends, let us
acknowledge that all is directed by his wif-
dom, and for his glory. ‘

Nothing but this refignation to the Di-
vine will, can leflen our forrow.” ‘We no
fooner learned the danger with which the .
King’s life was threatened, than we ad-
drefled our moft fervent prayers to Hea-
ven, to obtain his recovery. All France

" united their fupplications with ours, and all
the Royal Family, fhedding torrents of
tears, acquitted themfelves of the fame
duty ; particularly our moft dear Daughter
in Jefus Chrift, Marie-Louife of France,
who from her holy retreat raifed her pious
hands towards Heaven, and gave vent to
the deepett forrow. .

If our vows have not been heard, we
have at leaft alively hope that our prayers

A - may



SECRET CONSISTORY, &. 12y

may. be ufeful for the repofe of his foul, and
procure him eternal glory.

Our hope is founded upon the love which
he always profefled for the Catholic Reli
gion ; his attachment to the Holy See’; his
good intentions towards us, of which he
gave us proofs to the laft moment; and
laftly, upon the fincere repentance which
he teftified in prefence of his whole Court,
begging pardon of God, and his kingdom,,
for the errors of his life, and.defiring to-
live only to repair them.

The fame prayess whichy we'have put up~
in fecret for the repofe of his foul, We fhall
put up alfo in public:. yet That fhall not.
hinder us. from: remembering. him: before-
God,. tothe laft hour of our.life.

We fhould declare to you, our venerable
Brethren, upon this occafion,, that Louis—
Auguftus, our moft dear Son in Jefus.
Chrift, Grandfon of the late King, fucceeds.
to the Eftates and Kingdoms of his. Grand--
father, inheriting, at the fame time;. all the:
heroic virtues of the Auguft Houfe.of Bours-
bon.

We already know his zeal and attach--
ment to Religion, as well as his filial love:
towards us. His pathetic letters. filled:
with affection, joined to the fame of his
~ excellent quallities, which are every where

publifhed, are the moft convincing proofs
"how well we have founded our expetta-
tions. We have nothing more at heart

B
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than to anfwer, as much as we poflibly
can, fuch laudable fentiments.
- We ought at the fame time to inform
you, that our venerable Brother, Francis-
z:achim, Cardinal of Bernis, formerly Am-
ffador from the late King te our Perfon,
hath been confirmed by his credentials
which he hath prefented tous. In fhew-
ing you our perfect fatisfattion upen that
fubject, we obferve yours to fhine forth;
knowing that you are perfuaded, as well
aswe are, that he is a moft faithful inter-
preter both of .the King's intentions and
ours, in order to preferve a happy harmeony.
Let us by our moft ardent prayers con-
jure the Almighty, from whom Kings hold
their crowns and kingdoms, to fhed his
moft abundant bleffings upon our moft dear
fon in Jefus Chrift, Louis Auguftus of
France, that in the courfe of his reign ke
may enjoy alt profperity, and live in fuch—
-a manner as to be ufeful to the caufe of
Religion, and advantageeus to the iHuftri—
ous French nation. :

 BULL
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B U L L
FOR THE
UNIVERSAL JUBILEE

IN THE YEAR M,DCCLXXV.

 YLEMENT, Bithop, Servant of the
Servants of God, to all the faithful in
Jefus Chrift, to whom thefe Letters fhall
come, health and Apoftelical Benediction.
efus Chrift our Lord, the Author of our
Salvation, not fatisfied with procuring to
man, bfy his death and paffion, a delive-
tance from the old flavery of fin, are-
turn to life and liberty, an exaltation to
the fublime title of being Co-heirs to his
glory, and Children of God ; has added to
all thefe favours one infinitely precious,
- and deftined for thofe, who, having been
drawn afide by human frailty, and their
own perverfenefs, have unfortunately for-
feited the right they had to the Divine in-
heritance. By the power which he gave to
the Prince of Apoftles to remit fins, when
he intrufted him with the keys of the king~-
-dom of Heaven, ke has procured to finners
a means of expiating their fins, of recover-
ing their firft innocence, and receiving the
fruits of Redemption.  As it is the only
' TR |
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means they poflefs, who have deviated from
the law of the Lord, tore-enter into friend-
fhip with God, and to arrive at eternal fal-
vation, the fucceflors of St. Peter, the heirs
of his power, have never had any thing
more at heart than to fummon all finners to
the divine fource of mercy, to offer and
promife pardon to true penitents, and to
mvite even thofe who are held in heavy
chains of fin to the hopes of a remiffion.
Although, in the exercife of a duty of
this importance, fo neceflary for man’s fal-
vation, it has never interrupted the cares
of their Apoftolical Miniftry; they have
neverthelefs judged proper to chufe and fix,
in the courfe of ages, certain remarkable
periods for engagiag finners to foften the
Divine wrath, to embrace penitence as the
only plank which temains after fhipwreck;
and that by the hope of a more ample har-
veft of graces and pardons, -and by the
public and general liberty to fhare the trea-
fures of indulgence of which they are the
depofitories.—And that no generation might
be deprived of the precious advantages at-
tached ta thefe times of relaxation, they
have fixed the return of every twenty-fifth
year as the year of Jubilce, the holy year,
the year of grace and remifiion, which they
have ordered to be opened in the City
which is looked upon as the center and feat
of Religion, o '
We
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We then, in conformity with fo falutary
a cuftom, and one of thefe privileged years
being at hand, are anxious to announce it
to aJ% of you, -our dear Children, who are
united in the profeffion of the fame faith
with us, and the holy Roman Catholic
Church; and we exhort you to labour for
the good of your fouls, and to profit by
¢ fuch means of fan&ification as can be the
. «moft effetual. We offer you a fhare of
all the riches -of the Divine mercy and cle-
mency which have been intrufted to us;
and chiefly of thofe which have their origin
in the blood of Jefus Chrift. We will then
open to you all the gates of the rich re-
fervoir of fatisfations derived from the
merits of the Holy Mother of God, the holy
"Apoftles, the blood of Martyrs, and the
works of all the Saints, fo great and
fincere is our defire to facilitate to you the
recovery of peace and reconciliation.

Now as nothing contributes more than
the muldtude of helps which may be ex-
pe€ted from - the communion of the Saints;
unitedto their auguft fociety, we with them
compofing the hody of the Church, which
isone indivifible, and that of Jefus Chrift

. himfelf, whofe blocd purifies us, enlivens
us, and puts us in a condition to be ufeful
to.one another; to give more luftre to the
immenfity of his love and mercy, to ren-
der moge fenfible the ftrength and infi-
tite efficacy of his Paflion, and his. mcr\it‘s“;

A\
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the Redeemer of mankind hath been pleafed
to difperfe the effes of it over all the
Members of his myftick body, that they
may more eafily affift one another, by the
communication of their reciprocal help and
advantages. His intention was in thi

affociation fo wifely contrived, of which
his moft precious blood is the beginning,
and the union of hearts the whole gen th,
to induce the tendernefs of the Eternal Fae
ther to grant his mercy to us, by prefent-
ing to Him the invaluable priceof the bleod
of his Son, the merits of Saints, and the
power of their fuffrages, as the moft effec-
tual motives to determine him. -

We invite you then to drink of this over-
flowing ftream of indulgence, to enrich
yourfelves in the inexhauftible treafures of
the Church ; and, according to the cuftom
and inftitution of our anceftors, the confent
of our venerable Brethren the Cardinals,
&c. ‘ ‘

O all of you, then, who are the Children
of the Church, do not let flip the prefent
occafion; this favourable time, thefe falu-
tary days, without employing them to ap-
peafe the juftice of God, and ebtain your
pardon! Do not bring, asan excufe for
your delay, thefatigues of the voyage, the
troubles of the joumey.—When we- pro-
pofe to load you with the gifts of heavenly
Grace, to introduce you mto- the Taber-
nacles of the Lord, is it proper for you

to
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to let yourfelves be difmayed by inconve-
niencies, or obftacles, wzich never deter
thole whofe curiofity or the thirft of gain
daily lead to the moft diftant regions?
Even thofe toils which might difinay you,
being undertaken from fo noble a motive,
. will affift you infinitely in reaping the moft
abundant fruits from your penitence. For
this reafon, the Church has always looked
opon the old cuftom of Pilgrimages as
fingularly ufeful; being perfuaded, that
the difagreeable inconveniencies which ne-
ceflarily attended them, are fo many com-
penfations for paft fins, and convincing
proofs of fincere repentance. If the ac-
tivity of your zeal, the ardour of your love
for God, " fhould kindle to fuch a degree
a8 to make you forget your fatigues, or
even to leflen them, be not alarimed;
for that holy joy will accelerate your
reconciliation, and make a principal part of
the fatisfaction for thofe fins that you were
charged with, fince muck will be forgiven
bim who bath much boved.

Haften then to the City of Sion; come
and fill yowfelves with the abundance
Which reigns in the houfe of the Lord,
Every thing here will lead you to repen-
-tange; even the afpett of this City, the
ardinary habitation of Faith and Piety, the
fepulchre of Apoftles, the tomb of Martyrs,
When you fee this land which was {prinkled
with their blood, when the numberlefs
veltiges
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veftiges of their fanctity prefent themfelves
-to your on every fids, it will be impoflible
for you to refift thatfcvere repentance which
will ‘prefs upon ycu, for having withdrawn
from the rules and laws which they fol-
lowed, a:i:d which you promifed to follow.
You will find in the dignity of the Divine
worfhip, i the majefty of the Temples, a
powerful voice wiuch will remind you that
_you are the Temple of the Living God;
that he will animate you to adorn it, and
with the greater zeal, for your having for-
merly had an incliration to profane it, and
to grieve the Holy Spirit. 'What muft fup-
port your refolution, will be the groans
and tears of a great number of Chriftians,
whom you will fee lamznting their errors,
and foliciting their pardon with God. Very
foon the fentiments of forrow and piety,
which you will witnefs, fhall pafs into your
hedrts with a quicknefs which muft furprife
you. ‘ A
But to this holy forrow, this religious
mourning, the moft tender confolations
will not fail to fucceed, when you fee a
multitude of people and nations runnin
in crouds to practife works of juftice an
repentance. Can you then ever hope for a
more agreeable, a more ravifhing fpectacle
than that of giving the whole world a fen-
fible image ot the glorious triumph of the
Crofs, and of Religion? At leaft, on our
part, we fhall be: happy an occafion of the
almoft
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alivoft univerfal re-unien of the Children
of ‘the Church; perfuaded that we fhall -
-find’ for ourfelves, in the mutual efforts
of your charity and piety, anample fu-
. perabundance of help and refources: for
- we have the fulleft corfidence, that when
" §6u fhall have fupplicated with us the Di-
‘vine Diftributor of Grace for the preferva-
~ ta of the Faith, for the return of thofe
- people who have feparated from us, for the
trarquility of the Church, and the happi-
nets of the Chriftian Princes, you will be-
fore your God remember your common
Father, who heartily loves you; and pro-
care, by your- vows and intreaties, the
“ftrength neceffary for our weaknefs, to
fapport the immenfe load which has been
impofed upon us. '
~Aud you, our venerable Brethren, Pa-
- triarchs, Primates, Arehbifhops and Bi-
' thops, join in eur folicitude; charge your-
felves with our duties and your awn; de-
clare tp the people who are intrufted to
you, thefe times of penitence and propitia~
‘tion; employ all your cares, and all your
-aufhority, as much as is poffible on this
favourable occafion for obtaining pardon,
- which our paternal love has breught forth
for the whole Chriftian world, according
to the ancient practice of the Church, to’
produce good fruits for the falvation of
fouls. l\,%ay they hear you explain fuch
works.of humility and Chritian charity as

_ ey
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they ought to pradtife, that they may be
better difpofed to receive the fr¥ﬁm of the
Heavenly Grace which is effered to their
wants! May they learn, both by your pre-
Gepts and example. that they ought to have
recousfe to faftings, prayer, and alms-giv-
ing.

If there be any among you, our vene-
rable Brethren, whe will take upon you,
as an increafe of your Paftoral labours,
that of being yourfelves the conductors of
a part of your flock towards the City,
which is the Citadel of Religion, and from
whence the fources of indulgence f{pring,
you may be aflred that we will receive
you with all the fenfibility of the moft
tender father. Independent of the luftre
which they will procure ta our falemnity,
they will be enabled, after. fuch noble fa-
tigues, after fuch meritorious labours, to
reap the moft ample haiveft of the gifts of
Divine mercy ; and at their return with the
reft of their flock, they will have the con-
i{';;)]ation of diftributing to them this precious

ore. .

We do not doubt. that our moft dear
Sons, the Emperor, the Kings, and all the
Chriftian Princes, will us with their
authority in the vows which we make for
the falvation of fouls, fo that they may
have the happy fuccefs which we expectt.
We exhort them, with alt our foul, to con-

. cur
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.+17 with us in fuch 2’ manner as may cor-
reipond with their love of - Religion, and
the zeal of our venerable Brethren the Bi-
fliops; to favour their undertaking. and to
procute fafety and : convenience on the
r-ads to all Pilgrims. They cannot but
¥. ow, that fuch cares muft contribute
greatly to the tranthlzl of their reign;
znd that God will be the more propitious
and favourable to them, the more they
fhew themfelves attentive to moraafe his
glory for the good.of the People. -

But in the end, that thefe Prefents may
come, &c.

Given st Romi, at St. an-Mun’l ., in

the ‘Year of our Loxp, 1774 the xath of- Moy,
and the gth Year of our Pontificate..

T HIS Bull, with which I finith this
colle€tion, may be looked upon as the
" ‘Teftament of Clement XIV. Death, which
from that time was ready to feize him,
7ave him an inward warning that his end .
was ap'prroiachmgl that he might {peak to

the Faithful for the laft time, and that God

required the facrifice of his life.
Every one fhared in the misfortune;
and all Communions,’ however differing in
their
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their perfuafions, united in_praying to the
Lord E;' the prefervation of a Pontiff, who
was {o agreeable to all the crowned heads,
and beloved by the whole world. Some
recolletted the goednefs with which he had
received them ; others, his love of wifdom
and peace; while he himfelf, regardlefs of
the fevere ills which he endured, employed
his interrupted refpiration in fighing to
Heaven for the obtaining the kingdom of
truth and concord upon Earth, and toleave
after him fome veftiges of his love for
peace and juftice. . .

I was defirous to procure fome of the
Letters he wrote during the fix laft months
of -his life, which wasa time of trial and
pain, but could not' poflibly obtain them.
However, we have enough to fhew us,
that this great Pontiff adhered eflentially
to the fundamentals of Religion, withouit
being attached to any opinion, and without
having the leaft fpirit of Party. What is
certain, is, that nothing but Prejudice can
with-hold his praife ;—Pofterity muft value
him according to his merit, and fincerely”
lament their not having known him. Nei-
ther paffion, cabals nor prejudice, will be
capable of obfcuring his glory—and Truth
alone will prefent his picture.

F I N I &
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