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A:N'Ecp'o"r E S
'GANGANELLI,
~ CLEMENT XIV.

'LTHOUGH the Chair of Saint
Peter is not looked upon with the
fame reverence in this country at prefent,
‘as it was formerly, yet the Sovereign Pon-
tiff’ ftill holds fuch a rank among the Pow-
ers on the Continent, that we cannot help
being aftonifthed to fee 2 man of the moK
obfcure birth, in our own days, arrive at
the honour of wearing the triple Crown ;
and in the myfterious ways of Providence,
& petty Monk of the Order of Saint Fran-
cis acquire fufficient’ power to annihilate
the mighty Order of the Jefuits, thofe
haughty fons of St. Ignatius, whofe cabals
and intrigues had made them formidable
for.ages to every Court in Europe, and
enabled them to eftablifha powerful well re-
‘gulated Sovereignty in another hemifphere.
Howeéver extraordinary it may appear,
~it is not the lefs true, that the fon of a
phyfician, John-Vincent-Antonio Ganga-
oo L . B i,
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ii ANECDOTES OF GANGANELLI, .
netli; whowas~bern-in - the -year 1705, in
the little town of St. Arcangelo, near Ri-
méni, Jas pfomored;to the higheft rank:of
the Church, and was eleted Pope at a
time when the court of Rome was involved
in the deepeft diftrefs, from its quarrels
wg;lh &c kirigs;of France, Spain, Portugal,
2 S T A
It has almoft always been obferved, that
thofe-mgr, who:have arrived gt pewer and
confequence with the wotld, have emitted
fome of thofe fparks of genius during their
infancy, which aninounced their future ad-
vancement; and Clement XIV. is faid to
have giver fome-very fignal proofs of ge-
nius, application, aad love of learning, at
a very early period; . .
" Weare told that his parents were fur-
prifed to fee that none of the amufements -
with which other children were pleafed,
could ever ¢ngage him; but they were
happy to find him always with 2 book in
hishand. He began s education at Ri-
mini, -and acquired the Latin language fo:
- foon, that at twelve years of age he had .
an opportunity of addrefling a compliment
to the Bifhop of Rimini in that language,
who was fo ftruck with it, that he foretold
Ganganelli would one day be of great fer-
vice to the caufe of Religion.
At the age of eighteen he left Rimini,
to commence his Noviciatein the Order of
: ~ ‘ St.



C.LEMENT- XIV. il

'St. Francis,- at Urbino; at which time he

took the name -of Francis Laurence; and

foon_acquired ' as ‘much credit in the

Cloifter, as' he had formerly done at
School.

He then ftudied Philofophy and Theo-
logy at Pefaro, Recanati, Fano, and Rome;
and from being a fcholar very foon became
a mafter, and taught the opinions of Sco-
‘tus, 'without being-a ftavifli-adherent to all
his dogmas. He was much beloved by his
pupils; while he taught Philofophy and
Theology, at Afcoli, Bologna, and Milan ;
‘and at the age of.thirty-five was called to
Rome By his’ Sugeribr,'- to' teach Theology
in the College of St. Bonaventura,

Though every town in-Ttaly-had fome
men of genius who owed - their inftru&ion
to Gangantlli," he withed to remain im~
mured 1n his Cloifter ; but his-talents could
ntot be concealed, and he muft foon have
rifen to be General of his Order, if he had
riot affiduoufly prevented his Brethren from

- giving their voices in- his favour; though,
at the fame time, their implicit confidence
in him was fuch, that he generally obtain-
ed their votes for whomf(oever he thought
the moft capable: and Father Colombini
declared, that he owed the honour of b--
ing General- to the recommendation of
Ganganelli. - ' ‘
- Familiar converfation, amufing books,
and folitary walks, were his ufual velaxa-

’ 2 VoN,



iv ANECDOTES QF GANGANELL],.
tions, when be.found himfelf exhaufted by .
ingenfe ftudies. .As if merit alone was not
a fufficient title to the admisation of co-
temporaries and pofterity, fomethipg mar-
vellous mudt be introduced into the charac-
ters of great men ; and in. fuch;a country
as Italy, it'is not furpriing that the pro-
phecy of a Friar (hould gain credit,” who
18 {aid to have come to Ganganelli during
ane of - his falitary walks,"and: falling at his
feet, to have begged his bepedittion, as he
forefaw. that. he .\would one day be Pope;
- telling .him, @t the. fame time,  that he
wouyld die a; violent death. S

Though Ganganelli was much of a Re-
- clufe, he .was,v.igted in his Cell by the moft
emingnt for. rank .and learning, .and fimi-
lasity, of_genius recommended. him to .the:
- agreeable Lambertini (Benedit: XIV.) who
appointed him, one of the, Council of the
Holy: Office, obferving, tbat be joined an
amazing memory to extenfive learning 3 and
aybat 35 more agreeable, added he, beis a
thoufand times more, modeft than the moft igno-
rant, and fo chearful; that it could not be fup-
" pofed that be bad ever lived in retirement.

- One day when Ganganelli was going to
Aflifio, where the founder of his Order
was born and buried, he joined a Country-
man upen the road. . After an hour’s con-
verfation, the Peafant, who had been very

_.attentive, faid, [t is a pity that you are onlya

Lay-brotber (judging from the negligen,cz

Q



CLEMENT XIV. v
of His drefs ;) for it appears to me, that if
you bdd Rudied, you might bave beew anotber
Sixtus Quintus. I bave bis picture at- bome,
and I think you baeve juft bis fly look.

The Italians have the ftory of Sixtis
_Quintus fo ftrongly imprinted upon their
‘thinds, that eveén the country people are dl-
ways talking of him, andinftillinginto the
minds of their childrén the hopes of bein
" ‘Pope, becaufe Sixtis Quintus was elevaté
“ from' the meaneft condition to be Sovereign
Ponnff. - 4
It was high time that Honours fhould
‘come in queft of Ganganelli, who had al-
ways fo folicitoufly avoided, that a kind of
compulfion was neceffary to make him ac-
cept them. The appretiators of true merit
being willing to. do credit to the Sacred
College, recommended him to Clement
XII. by telling him, that Ganganelli was
moft bumble, learned, and diligent, and that
it weuld be doing bonour to the Purple to make
bim Cardinal, g .
The Sovercign Pontiff was eafily pre-
vailed upon,  Befides' its being. agreeable
to have worthy people recommended to
_him, he knéw the merits of the Couinfel-
Jor-of the Holy Office, both frorh his own
gbferyation, drid‘the attention of his pre-
déceffot Benedit X1V,
" Cerdinal Rézzonico; the Pope’s Nephew,
fent immediately to the Convent of the
. - B . Holy



vi ANECDOTES OF GANGANELLI,
Holy Apottles -for- Ganganelli, « ‘that he
might. announce the - intentions . of . tke
Pope. - . .-« .2 R
- After having afked him, . if he.was,con=
fcious to himfelf that ke had difcharged his
‘duty properly, and had nothing to re-
proach himfelf with, he proceeded to tell
him, in a manner fyfficient to intimidate
‘him, $¢that a.numberof - things- had.been .
“ faid.of him to the Holy Father;-—-that °
¢ from the-dread of: his being too. much-
¢ affeted with it, he hefitated to inform
*“ him of the orders. of his Holinefs; but
 he could not help letting him know. that
% it was the Pope’s pleafure, that he fhould
‘¢ abfolutely-—yes, abfolutely-—be made
¢ Cardinal.” . '
¢ Ganganelli was thunderftruck at the un-.
“avelling of the fufpence he was thrown.
1to by the manner of the Cardinal, who
Jade him imagine, at firft, that fomebody
had prepoflefled . his.Holinefs againft him ;
and falling at his feet, faid, 4 is no affe.
2ation of bumility, bus.a perfel comvictian of
my own unwortbine/s, which engages me to
declare to you, that 1 by no means deferve this
bonour. 1 proteft 1o you, that this promstion
awill do mo credit. so_ bis Holingfs, avd will
raife ewvy, which muft difturb my quies. If
the Pope wifbes to dignify our Order with the
Purple, ‘there are more than ten perfons-in our
Houfe, who, inevery refpeél, are more defer-
ving of this fingular favour. ™
- : ¢



"CLEMEN TXIV.. vj
+The Cardinal replied, that his-Holinefs. -
having forefeen his unwillingnefs, had po-
fitively ordered him to fubmit, under pain
of  difobedience. Ganganelli could no
longer refufe, and went trembling to ac-
quaint the Bretherhood with the news.
His Holinefs, fays he, bas apponted me a
Cardinal, but do not you fartle at this new
dignsty. I will continue always. to live with
you, liké one of you, always as your friend
and fervant, nor fball you ever perceive that
1 bave changed my condstion. -
It was on_the 24th of Sept. 1759, that
he became a Member of the Sacred Col-
lege'; and though he employed the twenty
thoufand livres given yearly by the Pope
to the Cardinals of the Religious Orders to
fupport the rank, yet he was neither lefs
poor nor lefs modeft than he had been for-
merly, and kept his word with his Brother-
hood moft fteadily, If he quitted. his Cell
to take an apartment in the firft Dormito-
ry, it was becaufe he was often obliged to
-receive vifits of ceremony.. An Englith
Peer, who - frequently vifited him, ufed to
fay, I cannot find the Cardinal .Ganganelli
I find bim only a Friar, filled with bumility.
It is faid, -that a General of one of the
Religious Orders, having been to vifit him,
left a bill upon his table for four thoufand
Roman crowns payable at fight ; he imme=-
diately fent it after him, declaring pofitive-
ly, that he knew no other riches but po-

B4 verty '



vii_ ANECDOTES OF GANGANELLI,
verty : -befides, it would- lay him under
obligations, and he was unwilling to con-
traét any new engagements. '

- His learning and knowledge were fag
from being limited. He did not-confine
his ftudies to Theology and-the Canon Law,
but was well acquainted with--the belles-
lettres, politics, and found philofophy, and
‘even found inftruion in his very amufe-

ments. o ' o
 Neither the clofenefs of his- retirernent,
nor the affiduity of his application, made
any impreffion_upon the natural gaiety of
Ganganelli. Every man, fayshe, bas fome
secalth which is' bis natural snberitance, and
mine is chearfulnefs, which fs the only Iparn-
mony my parents left- me, but which I valye
‘more than all the treafures-of -this world.

"+ He bad a great love for foreigners, more
‘particularly for the French, .and ufed fre-
quently to repeat with pleafure an incident
"which happened while he was a Friar at
‘Bologna. He met in his Cloifter an agree-
able young petit-maitre juft come from Ly-
ons, who faid to him, }tis' only for want of
fometbing to do, Fatbher, that I am walking

Yere, for I can't endure the Monks, Perbaps,
‘fir, replied Ganganelli, you may like them
-better 1n the Refetory; and if fo, I intreat
-you to come and take fome refrefbment. He
‘accepted the offer, and they entered into
"a converfation, with which the young man

: R was
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was {0, pleafed, that he- rémained two
r?nths at Bologna, only for the pleafie
of feeing Ganganelli, and by his perfisafi-
.on returned to his friends, from whom he
had run away, ind by whom he was en-
‘derly beloved. Gangarelli furnithed hita
likewife with money for his joarney; and
.did him all the offices of  a veal friend. - .

Notwithftanding the ftrength of genius
and uncommon ‘good ‘qualities of Ganga-
nelli, attracted almoft univerfal hommage,
yet there was no room 1o imagine, that he
ever would be chofen Pope. . Befides the
freedom with which he had given his opis
-nion with regard to fome proceedings of
‘the Court of Rome, which did not gain
him the good-will of the Cardinals, he had -
given advice fo oppofite . to the fentiments
of the Pontff and his Secretary of State,
on the fubjet of Parina and the affair of
the Jefuits, that e was no longer confult-
ed. Clement XIII. was very well difpofed,
but he had the misfortune to lofe his Secre-
tary of State, and to choofe a fucceflor -
who was too much the declared friend of
the Jefuits; and tlis very foon produced
fome difagreeable confequences. Portu
redoubled her complaints, and the affair of

Parma completed the mifchief ; the King
of France feized Avignon, and the King
of Naples Benevento. '

. Ganganelli was terrified at the ftorm
which was gathering on all fides, and faw’

' Bsg ALY



x ANECDOTES OF GANGANELLY,
the depth of ‘the tomb that was to bury
the Roman glory, if no endéavours were
ufed to calm. the rage.of, or if they perfif-
ted; in oppofing the Kings. .~ i+ - :
.- Clement XiH. feeing imfelf prefled by
the Houfes of Bourbon and Braganza,
who earneftly infifted on the fupprefiion of
the Jefuits, at laft appointed a meeting of
the Confiftory, that he might acquaint them
with the . neceflity of fubmitting to the of-
fended Kings ; but the preceding night, on
the 3d of February, he unexpectedly died.
His death, which ftruck his party with dif-
‘may, proved a confolation to the Romans,
who were chagrined at the lofs of Avignon
and Benevento, and, feeing the rage of
the powerful Sovereigns ready te burft-up-
on their heads, lfad no hopes but in a new
- reigd. © ‘The death of every Pope occafi~
. ons matter. both of joyand forrow.
I The meeting of the Conclave in fuch a
«ritical fituation, - was like a clouded fky,,
or rather a tempeft. The Cardinals. met;
‘elmoft all of thein, however, were of dif-
ferent opinions, Some were for chufing a
‘Pontiff whoweuld ftrugle againft the pow-
er of the Kings; while others were equally
defirous of electing one that would prove
- agreeable to them : .both parties difputed
‘with-great zeal, - . .
The choice of a Pope is .always a work
.of labour, on-account of the number of
- . voices
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voices neceflary to determine the Ele¢tion.
The Sacred College is commonly compofed
of three parties; the Pious, the Politig,
and the Indifferent. The firft contend
obftinately for eleting him whom they be-
lieve to be the moft deferving; the fecond
are determined by their interefts, or the
influence of the crowned heads; while the
third are blown about by every wind;
which gave rife to the true fayin% That be
“who goes Pope tnto the Conclave, always comes
‘6ut a Cardinal. o .

- Ganganelli was unconneted with any
Party, and almoft fingle, when he was

~ afked by fome of the Cardinals if he chofe
to be. Pope: . As you are too few to nominate
me, anfwered he, and too many to know my

Secret, you fball know notbing. ~ .

The Emperor was at this time in-Rome,
and vifited the Conclave, but did not fpeak
a word in favour of -Ganganelli, ,nor’ even
fufpe@t that he would be electéd. - Afto-
nithed only at feeing him in a black habit,
he took him only for a Friar; when Gan-
g-nelli in a low voice faid, Heisa Religious.
of the Order of Saint Francis, and wears the
lrvery of poverty.

- Pafquinades, which have always been in
ufe at Rome, and more particularly during
the fittings of the Conclave, were at this
time multiplied on all fides. As they ge-
nerally declare the. prévailing opinions, it
may not-be amifs to: take notice of 'fﬁmﬁ

whic
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which chrafterifed Ganganellli. One in
Latin applied to him thefe- words of the
-318th Plalm, Super docentes me sntellexi 5 ¢ 1
“ know more than my inftrutors.* Ano-
ther in Italian reprefented him as having
recth to bite, and a good nofe to {mell:

A denti per morficare,
. E buon nazo per fentire.

Thefe were the more flattering, as fa-
tires at that time fpare nobody. Some of
the Cardinals were reprefented as not be-
ing ableto fpeak,—Ab nefcio loqui ; and
-others as only having a human form-—ni-
mal {:ﬁ babens faciem bominis, &c. 8c.
«'The- Conclave -lafted three months and
fome days, and became tumultous from
-the difficulties which occurred in nomina-
ting.a Pontiff. The Jefuits had a number
-of Capdinals who were attached to them
and-dreaded the fuppreffion of their order;
while their opinions were counterbalanced
by qthérs, who found means to unite the
caufe of politics with religion, _to fupport
the rights of the Holy See, and yield at
the fame time to the defires of the Sove-
'FI%E‘» Princes. L

. The Cardinals attached to the Houfe of
Bourbon' knew, thattho’ Ganganelli had
o hatred againft the Jefuits, he never cul-
tivated their friendfhip ; that while Profef-
for of Theology he had frequently g:m(-l-
i te
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bated their opinions, and  explained him-
felf openly upon the neceflity of coming
“to an agreement with the Kings; and that
he thought, whenever any religious Or-
- der became obnoxious to the Catholic Pow-
ers, it ought to be fupprefled. Befides this,
there was a Friar with whom he had fre-
quently correfponded upon the tranfactions
of Clement XIII. who thought that it was
for the intereft of the Church to acquaint
the ‘French Minifter with this correfpon-
dence. His manner of thinking, there-
fore, being found totally different from
“the late fyftem, and it appearing extremely
. probable that he would fecond the views of
the Houfe of Bourbon, Louis XV. gave
pofitive orders to Cardinal de Bernis to
fupport the eletion of Ganganelli. De
Bernis, a man of E‘est abilities, having
drawn off Cardinal Rezzanico and his par-
ty to the fide of France and Spain, gain-
ed an important vi€tory, inafmuch as it
*decided the ele¢tion in favour of Gan
nelli, and feated in the Chair of St. Peter
the man that was moft worthy to fill it.
Thus of old did the eloquence of Aaron
frequently ferve to accomplifh the defigns
of God. '

We may judge from this fimple narra-
tive of falts, whether there could be an
foundation for the contemptible fatires
which faid that Clement XIV. obtained
the Triple Crown on condition that he

v«mki
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~would fupprefs the Order of Jefuits. - Gan-
ganelli defpifed honours too much, and his
confcience was too delicate, ta fubmit to: -
fuch conditions. But the fate of the great-
eft men is to have two charatters : while
they are extolled by fome, they are de-
_famed by others. P '
" On the 19th May, 1769, the Sacred Col-
~ lege, finding that Ganganelli would be
agreeable to the Kings, and knowing him
to be both learned and virtuous, proclaim-
ed him Sovereign Pontiff. He was. then
feen to appear like a rainbow in the Hea-
vens, iffuing from a thick cloud to an-
nounce the return of fine weather. He
was defirous to have taken the name of
Sixtus VI but in gratitude to Clement
XIII. 'who had madeiim Cardinal, he took
the name of Clement according to an old
eftablithed cuftom. - - S
He was fo little dazzled with his promo-

tion, that next morning he could {carcely
be awaked ; for, moft unlike an ambitious.
man, he had never flept more found.
When the ceremony of the adoration was.
over; he was afked, if he was tired ? and
replied in his nfual humble, natural man-
ner, That be bad never feen that ceremony
more at bis eafe ; particularly as be recollected
bow be bhad been [queczed on a fimilar occafion,
when be was only a_fimple Friar.

* Itis incredible how the people rejoiced
when they were informed of his being che-

o " fen.
k
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fen. Nothing but fhouts, of joy were
heard ;.and as a. Venetian lady wrote to
her friends, *“ the world was tran{ported
¢.:with joy, asif the Golden Age was to
“.return. But alas! it was only the
dawn of a fine day, which was to end
with the morni ,

He was defired to fend a Courier to in-
form his fifters of his promotion; but he .
wag content to write by the poft, faying
they were not ufed to receive ambal-
fadors.. ' o

No Pops was ever eleted in' more tem-
peftuous times. Portugal was about to
.choofe a Patriarch, and lay afide all com-
raunications with the Pope ; and the Kings
of France, Spain, and Naples, threatened
to take fome ftcps fatal to the Courtof
Rome. Venice propofed to reform their
Religious Communities without paying any
attention to the Holy See. Poland want-
ed to diminifh the privileges of the Nuncio,
and to check the papal power; while the
Romans themfelves murmured at fecing
their poffeflions fall into the hands of ftran-
gers. And to complete all thefe misfor-
tunes, a madnefs was fpreading far and
wide, which attacked Kings and Pontiffs,,
and even God himfelf, by ranking Chrif-
tianity in the fame clafs with fuperftitious
chimeras. What a profpe¢t for the Head
of the Church! :
o Clement
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' Clement XIV. n his réign by «d-
drefling vows to Hb;g‘_:aen for tﬁég:ece{ﬁnes
of the Church and State ; ahd, in the next
place, by writing to the different Monarchs,
to fhew his pacific difpofition. He ap-
pointed Cardinal Palavitini to be his Se-
cretary of State, as a Minifter agreeable
to the Kings; but with an intention to
govern by himfelf, and to preferve his in-
téntions in inviolable fecrecy from the whole
‘world.

The affair of the Jefuits was urged dail?
by the- different Princes and their Amba-
fadors; but fuch was the moderate fpirit
of Ganganelli, whofe love of juftice made
him weigh every grievance with the mi-
nuteft attention before he would decide,
that four years were employed in the exa-
mination. i o
~ - Like an indulgent parent, he took the
firft fteps to lead to an accommodation with
‘Portugal, and fucceeded in re-eftablithin
‘the ancient friendfhip which had fubfift
between the two Courts.

He was crowned in St. Peter’s the 4th

“of June 1769, amidft the loudeft accla-
‘hations; and on ‘the 26th of November
following, he took pofleflion of Saint Jolin
"de Latéran, with all the magnificence which
“ufually accompanies that pompous cere-
rtiony. o

 His love of peace, and his follicitude 'to
‘accommodate matters with the offended
T R,
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Kings, made him.omit fome ceremoanies at
a time when they were ¢xpected with their
ufual eclat; and as this. was the effett of
his . own autharity, without any previcus
confultation, the Cardinals uded, that
he was. not to be led, nor even his inten=
‘tions to be divined. . . .. .

- “Though he was happy in his native G~
plicity of .manners, . Ganganelli knew
when to affume the manners of a Soverei
Pontiff,. and how to difplay the auguft
charaéter with the.greateft dignity ; as was
feen when the Duke of Gloucefter vifited
Rome. Indeed, ftrangess of every coun-
try and every rank met with the moft en-
aging reception, and were all anxious to
fee a difciple of Saint Francis who had been
g'eferred' 10 the Roman Pringes, and the
ns of Kings, in an age moft unfavoura-
ble to his profeflion, . . : ‘

That he might neither be betrayed, nor
have his intentions difcovered, he treated
. with the Kirgs himfelf ; and by his atten-

tion to the wants of the people, guarded

againft the evils by which the Ecclefiattical
State had been diftrefled in the time of his

redeceflor, from the villany of monopo-
E'zer&, who. had fent -the provifions to Ve~
nice which fhould have fupplied the Ro-
mams, . . : :
_.’The Cardinals murmured at his want of
confidence; but he faid, That a Swzm:{u
nobo bad & sumbey of confidants, was infallibly
o gouerned,
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verned, and often betrayed —1I fleep [ound
whenmy fecret 1s my own, - e
His manner of living was as abftemious
when he was Pope, as. it had been while:
he was Friar at the Convent of the Holy
Apoftles. When he was told that the Pa~
pal Dignity required a more fumptuous ta-'
ble, he anfwered, That nesther St. Peter nor -
St. Francts bad taught bim to dine. [plendidly 5°
and when the head cook of: the Kitchen
came to beg that he might be continued; .
he faid to hum, 2You fball not lofe your ap<
pointment, but I will not lofe ‘my bealth to
keep your band in. : :
He was reproached with being too in+
dulgent in granting Briefs 'of Seculariza-
tion; but he confidered a difcontented
Monk as a perpetual difgrace to the com~
munity. The greateft- fatisfa¢tion he de-~
rived from his being appointed Cardinal,’
was the power of {ometimes affifting his
neighbour; and he never went abread
without giving fome inftances of his libe~
rality, which were always accompanied
with the moft pleafing language. ~ = -~
A proof of his having the refolution, i
he had not the feverity of Sixtus-Quintus,
was his arrefting the Marquifs of ———- for
having given the Count of a box
on the ear in public, and fending him in-
ftantly -to the Caftle of Angelo, to remain

~ there for feven years. Yet no man fhewed
- greater fenfibility ‘than he did when he

was
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was d:nformed of s, cnmmal bcmg fentenced
to die,. - .. :

.. He, dn{couraged every kmd of ﬁattery,
and no man was.eafier with his friends. . He
wayld difpute with! the learned, talk poli-
tics, with the pohtlcnan, converfe with the .
forclgmrs, and be fociable with his brethren
of . St. - Francis. One evening he faid, Z
bave been.a Pringe and a Pope all day. That
1 suqy nos. be quite jgommi I muft be Fatber
Ganggnells aguin, let us cbat as we¢
sfed .20 do,

-To; the little artifices practifed by. nar-
rqw minds to obtain their ends, he was a
ftranger.. "Though peculiarly calculated for
a Court, which is accufed of being the ve-
ry vortex of intrigue and .chicane, he me- .
ver deceived the Politicians, but by re-
maining filent ;. for when he fpoke he ut-
tered the truth, He was too upright a
man toa& by fnifter means, and had in-
deed, too -great a genius to ftand in need
of them, -

.No.ene knew ‘better when to feize the
proper morent, when he was neither ﬂow
nor precipitate. * "The hour is not come,’
he would fay, when he was folicited to haf-
ten fome operation. He Wrotg to Cardmal
Sto pani, - I miftraft my. vivacity, and

refore, I fhall not an(wer.till the end of

“ a weck, concerning wha; your Eminency

*“ requires of me. Qur imagination isoften

“ our greateft enemy; I am ftriving to. |
“ easy
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“ weary mine before 1 a®. Bufinala, like
* fruit, hath its time of maturity, and we
“ fhould never. think of difpatching it,
4¢ when it is only half ripe.” _

His manner of reading refembled his o-
ther operations ; he abftained from books,
if he found himfelf difpofed to reflett ; and
as Sovereigns are led by circumftances,
from whence we may conclude that ali men
are born dependent, he often kept vigils

part of the night, and flépt in the
aj-time. ¢ Their Rule, he ufed to fay,
$¢ 18 the compafs of Monks and Friars; -
 but the wants of their people is the clock
“ of fovereigns: be it what hour it may,
$¢if they want us, we muft attend them.”
La buffola di frasi & la bora regola, ma 1 bi-
Jogno del popodo & Poroligio et fovrans.

This maxim, when he was Pops, oftent
torc him from his books. He then read
only to edify, or to relax from bufinefs,
He was of opinion, that all the books in
the world might be reduced to fix thoufand
volumes in folio, and that thofe of tlte pre-
fent age were nothing but paifrtings, which
daubers had found the ait of cleianin'i,- ih
order to prefent them in the propereft tight
to public view, , ] o

It is to belamented that he produced no-
thing in the literary way,; though {fome
have afcribed to him pait of the works of
Benedi&k XIV. We fhould:have found ':n

i vy . 18
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his writings the phlegm of the Germans,
blended with the vivacity of the Italians:
but ‘he was fo thoroughly perfuaded that
there was too many writers, that he was
always fearful of increafing the number.
He faid one day, {miling, . Who 'know§
“ whether Brother, Francis may not one
*¢ day take it into his hedd te write? 1 (hould
“¢ Dot be jn the leaft aftonifhed to fee fome
“ Work in his manner ; but furely it will
* not be an hiftory of my ragouts, or the
“ book muft be very concife!” :

When any one mentioned to him the
fafhionable produdions that a ed a-
gainft Chritianity, he would' fay, “ The
¢* more there are, the moyre the world will
¢ be convinced of the neceflity of it.” He
obferved, “ That all the Writers who op-
¢ poled Chrittianity, knew only how to dig

*¢ a ditch, and that was all they could fup-

¢ ply iz place with.” He faid, *“ That
~,-—“ K/ﬁ' Voltaire, whofe poetry he admired,
¢ attacked Religion fo often, only becaufe
‘¢ it was troublefome to him; and that J.
s }]. Rouffeau was a painter, who always
¢ forgot the heads, and who excelled only
 in the drapery.”

He explained himfelf one day upon a
Work called Tke Syfiem of Nature, and ad-
ded, “ Whathurts me is, that the more it
« is foundedf@pon falfe principles, the more,
“ inan age Iske ours, it will gain reputati-
% on and readers; and it will receive an ad-

‘ , MR \SIAN ‘
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¢« ditional value by -its’ being ferioufl
“ refuted.” He afterwards obferved,
“ that the Author of this bad-Book:is
‘% a madman, who -imagines, that by
. % chinging the ' mafter of ‘the' houfe,
% -he can ditpofe-of it juft as he pleafes,
¢ without refle&ting, that no creatures can
“ breathe but by exifting in- God : i# 1p/
“ wivimis, movemur & - fumus. 'But every
“. age is diftinguifhed by a -new-fangled
“ mode ‘of thinking. ' After thie times of
¢ fuperftition, are come the days of infide-
¢ lity’; and the man who formerly adored
¢-a- multitude of ‘gods, now aﬂze&s nét
“.to acknowledge ‘any one. - Virtue, ‘vite,
* immortality, annilaldtior; all appearto
¢ him fynonimousterms, provided fomeflly’
“>Pamphlet ferves him as 4 rampart agamg
:¢¢ ‘Heaven ; and it is in the very bofor :of
¢ Religion that thefe fcandalous opinions
“ originate -and multiply. - Whilft Reli-
“ gion was perfecuted by the Pagang; a
. ¢ Pope had at leaft the glory and -the
¢ good fortunc to defend it at the pricé
¢ of his blood; but now that he cannot
“ fly to martyrdom, he is unfortunately
¢ compelled to be the forrowful witnefs of
¢ error and impiety. : o
- Thefe excellent refletions he made in
the prefence of a Commarider of Malta,
from whom the Author had them, and
who affured him, that the Pope was ever
ready to facrifice himfelf for the good of
- ' Religion, -
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_'Reli‘gion, and the, intereft of the Church,
confidering his life as no obje& .when thefe
_were called in queftion. - . '

. It was folely for the glory of the Church
.that he from time to time created feveral
‘Cardinals, without paying any attention to
their private connections.

Their inftitution,” which commenced in
“the ninth century, had no other objett ¥
than the benefit and-honour of Religion.
They conftitute the Council of the Sove-
xeign Pontiffs, when they have occafion |
for advice; and there were at all times
amongft thém perfons of eminence, whofe
ze3l, added to their, knowledge, proved
of infinite ufe to the Church and State.
Some carried their courage and their faith
to the: extremities of the world; others
with the approbation of Princes, governed
with wildom the moft flourifhing Empires.
"The latef} pofterity will remember with ad-
miration, the Amboifes, Ximenes, Riche-
lieus, and Fleurys, and confider them as
the bulwarks of thofe kingdoms where they
acted as Minifters. - _

If Clement XIV. did not make any com-
plete promotion of .Cardinals during his
Pontificate, it is to be fuppofed that he was
reftrained by oth-r powers, or that he was
puzzled to fele¢t -propzr fubjeéts. He -
might probably rather choofe to come to
no determination, than to difpleafe any of
his old friends, who- flattered themfclves

'«'\\ﬁ'



xsiv. ANECDOTES OF GANGANELLI,"
with the hopes of obmining the Purple,
and neverthelefs might not be worthy of it;
.The good qualities heceflary in friendthips
are not fufficient for aCardinal. Itisa dﬁ;
- nity that has too much influence upon th

Church T’ ;tgbebeﬁovlvedozt random. ofCle-

o ju perly of the genius ;
.ment,‘f’ie- ] '%?vie'vihimwithfomefriends.
and particylarly the Cardinal de Bernis,

(whofe different périods of life feem to have
been” diftinguithed by the moft flattering
epochas, and the moft delicate works of ge-
" hvas) eonferring upon’ the:fubjets of the
times, and the means of reconciling the
intereft of Religion with thefe of the
Princes. When the greateft lights had beén
thrown by thefe his Counfellors upon' the
fubje&t in debate, Ganganelli, as the pri-
mum mobile of their deliberations, decided
with manly refolution. The flighteft error
would have been of the moft dangefous
confequence.  The chi¢f point in: queftion
was to weigh the riglits of the Sovereign
Pontiff, the motives upon which he acted,
and to keep within the bounds that fup-
port the equilibrium between the Holy Fa-
ther and the other Potentates. :

The more arduousand difficultare the func=
tions of aPope, the more he ftands in need
of repofe to enable him to fuftain his labours.
Caftlegandolfo, built by the Chevalier Ber-
nini, four leagues from Rome, near the Lake
Albano, which commands the moft agree-

N able
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able profpeits; js the ufual fummer refi-
dence of the Sovereign Pontiffs,

= Clement failed not to repair thither in
the months of May and O&ober, the moft
proper feafons in -Italy to enjoy the plea-
{fures of the country; and it was here, to
be intimately acquainted with him, we
fhould view him anatomizing an infe&, an-
alyzing a flower, purfuing the phznome-
na of nature, by degrees rifing up to her
Author, and at length taking a general
view of Earth and Heaven: or, retiring
within himfelf by private meditation ; or,
at other times, familiarly converfing with
his friends and intimates.

His imagination was raifed at the fight
.of thofe beauties that prefent themfelves in.
the neighbourhood of Rome to the recol-
lection of the antient Romans, who had
{fo boldly :trampled upon the foil: he re-
called to his memory the moft fublime and
ingenious paflages of the ancient Poets up-
on the occafion.” There are few Italians of
any education, who are unacquainted with
the Works of Ariofto, Dante, Taflo, Pe-
trarch, and Metaftafio; even the women
amufe themfelves with the perufal of thefe
Poets, and can quote them occafionally. -

His Philofophg ferved his imagination
as an excellent fecond ; it recalled to his
. memory the different fituations of his life ;
at oae time in a ftate of obfcure tranquil-
lity, then forcibly agjtated in the glaxeof

Voi. 1 C %\gi\\\y,
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dignity : like a pilot, who, after a calmTe-
rene morning, in the evening finds him-
felf in a violent hurricane, accompanied
with thunder, hail, and rain.

Sometimes, weary of meditation, he
would retire with an old Convent Friend,
Brother Francis, into fome private arbour
where they could not be feen. There fome
Cloyfter anecdotes amufed them, and they
feemed in a perfect ftate of equality. One
day, Clement pointing to him, repeated
thefe words: * He has kept his habit, and
¢ is happier than I am, who wear the Tia-
¢ ra. It was decreed I fhould be a Pope,
¢ and I very much fear (here he paufed)-—-
¢ however, we muft fubmit to the will of

.‘\‘ God.” )
- He was once entertaining himfelf in this
“manner, when fome Ambafladors were an-
nounced to him. They found him as fe-
‘rene and compofed as if nothing agitated
his mind ; but he could not help laughing
“in his fleeve at the perplexities he excited
“in the curious.

While he was at Caftlegandolfo, on

‘giving a fplendid repaft to fome Grandees

" of Spain, he laid afide his Sovereign au-
thority, and joined them in a friendly man-
‘ner when feated at table, without fuffer-
ing them to rife to falute him.

. The Public imagined he had loft fight
of the grand affair of the gefuits, whilft,
‘aceording to the cuftom of the Cowrvok
. ' Rome,,
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Rome, he only fought to gain time. He
fometimes fearched the archivesof the Pro-
‘paganda, te confult the Memoirs of Car-
dinal de Tournen, of M. Maigrot, of La
Beaumé, and of the Jefuit Miffionaries. At
“other times he had read to him the accufa-
tionsof the Society, and their vindications.
Every important publication, pro or con,
refpeting the Jefuits, he attentively exa-
mined ; whillt equally diftrufting the eu-
logiums and theé farcafms paflfed upon them,
.he was biafled neither by their Panegyrifts
nor their Satirifts. No man wasever more
‘impartial. Equally abftracting himfelf from
"his own inclinations as well as all prejudi-
ces, he judged in the fame manner upon
the occafion, as pofterity neceffarily muft.
¢ Let me (faid he to the Sovereigns, whe
¢ prefled him to determine) have leifure
“ to examine the important’ bufinefs upon
¢ which I amto pronounce. I am the com-
¢ mon Fatherof the Faithful, particularly of
¢ the Religious; and I cannot deftroya”
¢ celebrated Order, without having hav-
¢ ing fufficient reafons to juftify mein the
¢ eyes of all ages, and, above all, before
w God i

~ The people, ever idolizing him, ceafed
‘not to blefs his reign; and their perfeve-
‘rance in doing fo, conftitutes his greateft
culogium. Itis well known that the Ro-
"mans eafily change from enthufiafm'to ha-
tred ; that they have often calumniated
‘ - Co B\ N\
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thofe Pontiffs whom they have flattered ti,
.moft ; and that a Pope, to pleafe thery,
fhould not reign -above three years. 1J¥g-
‘happy, an account of their lazinefs, they
conftantly hope, that a change of mafters
muft be attended with an increafe of hap-
pinefs; jult as fick men are apt to fancy
that they thall be much eafier when they
-are placed in another. pofture.

The glory of Clement would not have
‘been complete, if he had not contributed
. 2o the embellilhment of Rome, a city fo °
fufceptible of ornaments, and fo fertile in
riches proper to decorate it. Willing,
therefore, to purfue the paths.of Sixtus V.,
Paul V. and Benediét XIV. he compofed a
Mufeum, comprizing every thing that
could gratify the curiofity of Antiquaries
.and Travellers; thatisto fay, of the fcarc-
eft curiofities that have been tranfmitted by
the Ancients. '

It mjght be faid, on this occafion, that
Rome, defirous of honouring his Pontifi-
cate, was eager to difplay the mafter-pieces
of art which lay concealed within her bow-
els. Scarce a year paffed without vafes,
-urns, ftatues of exquifite workmanthip be-
ing dug up, to enrich the faperb colle(tion
begun under Lambertini. Here, with the
glance of an eye, we may fee the triumph
of the Chriftian Religion, by the fragments
that were ufed in the Pagan facrifices, and
the ruins of all thofe prophane divinities,

whale
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whofe ftatues are no longer held in eftima-
tion, but in proportion to the mafterly man-
ner with.which they are exectted.

When Clement could relax from the va-
riety of bufinefsin which he was engaged,
he vifited thofe monuments with Foreigners:
of diftin¢tion, and celebrated Artifts, rather
as a Sovereign.who confidersit as a duty to-
embellith: his capital, than as an amateur
who gratifies his tafte.. This he faid to the
Chevalier. Chatelus, a worthy defcendant of
the immortal d’Agueflfeau, as well on ac--
count of his wit as his extenfive knowledge.
" After converfing with him. upon different’
fubje@ls, he added, that being “ born in:
¢ a village, and brought upin a Cloyfter,
¢ where the love of the arts was not infpir-
 ed, he could not acquire the neceflary
¢ judgment to' determine as a Connoifleur
“¢ upon the monuments le had- colletted ;:
“ but that, as a Sovereign, he thought
¢ himfelf obliged to difplay the fineft mo--
 dels to the eyes of Artifts and the Curi--
¢ ous, that they might know and:imitate-
¢ them.””

If he did not aliwaysreward the Learned, .
as thay might think they had a right to ex-
pect from fo enlightened a Pope, circunr-
. ftances fhould 'be adverted to.. The mul-
tiplicity of bufinefs in which he was engag-
ed, joined- to- the fhortnefs of his reign, .
did not afford him léifure to engage in thofe
purfuits which would have given him the

C3 SRR
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greateft pleafure. Moreover, a Pope can-
not always act agreeably to his own incli-
nations. There are incidents that tie up
his hands. Neverthelefs, .he was always
found attentive to beftow Bifhopricks upon
thofe only whom he knew to_be men of
learning ; and to this reafon may be afcrib-
ed his fo frequently promoting Pricfts of
his own Order.

A Pope is generally very circumfpect in
the nomination of a Bithop.. He knows
that the proper government of a diocefe re-
quires judgment and abilities; for which
reafon the Italian Bithops are ufually as hum-
ble as they are learned, and as charitable
as they arezealous. They are conftant re-
fidents, and live in friendfhip and cordiali-
ty with their Curates; for they muft not be
confounded with thofe Monfigneri known,
in Rome under the titles of Prelats, and
who frequently, not being even in Orders,
fill fuch pofts as Laymen might occupy,
and ferve the Pope in his various fun¢tions.

Clement was not lefs attentive in the no-
mination of his Nuncios.: he was defirous
that his Ambafladors thould do himhonour,
as well by their manners as by their learn-
ing, and particularly by their love of peace.
And if he appointed M. Doria his Nuncio
to the Court of France, notwithftanding
his youth, it was becaufe he was convinced
that his extraordinary virtues had outftrip-
ped his years, and that his merit already

corref{ponded
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correfponded with the celebrity of his name.
It was not till after the confequence this
Prelate had gained in Spain (where he was
the bearer og - the confecrated child-bed li-
nen), that Clement named him Nuncio in
France. He fent him there asan Angel of.
Peace, capable of maintaining the harmony
between the Father and the eldeft Son of
the Church. o :

Religion has often fuffered by an in-
difcreet zeal; and in order to prevent
it for the future, as far as- poffible, Cle- -
ment, whofe prudence ever dictated all his
fteps and refolves, obferved the Evange-
lical toleration which the divine Legiflator
made ufe of towards the Saducees and the
Samaritans. He ufed to fay, . *“ We too
¢ often lay afide Charity tomaintain Faith;
¢ without refletting, that if it is ndt-allow-
“ ed “to tollerate error, it-is forbidden to
¢ hate and perfecute thofe who have un-
“ fortunately embraced it.””

He watched attentively over the Ponti-
fical treafures, Befides paying all the ex-
pences of the Conclave when he'was cho-
fen, fome debts of thé Apoftolical Cham-
ber, and all thofe of - his predeceflor ; he
cftablithéd fome manufaGures, and amply
provided for the- expences of - the ftate,
while he gave penfions to decayed gentle-
men and Aew cofiverts.: - - - (.

While Ganganelli- found: the treafures of
the ftate fufficient to fupport: the public ex-

Ca pence,
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pences, and to do many alts.-of generofity,
he was likewife at confiderable expence in
receiving the Princefs Dewager of Saxe,
and the Brothers of the King of England,
whom he entertained moft royally.

But what redounds mere to his credit,
and is very fingularin the hiftory of a Pope,
he never once thought of raifing his own
family at the public charge, but on the con-
trary, feemed totally to neglet them; al-
though. it had been the practice of his pre-
deceffors to raife their nephews to the high-
eft honours.

The hiftory of Nepotifm, which has
been the rock upon which almoft all the
Popes have fplit, teaches us, that the more
devout they were, the more they enriched
their Nephews, and raifed them to the
greateft honours.

Noman ever fet a more ftriking exam-
ple of difintereftednefs. Heevendeclined
to accept of a fine fnuff-box; and pulling
out his old one from his fleeve, faid it had
been his companion in his cell for forty
years, and he never would have another.

Rome had long fuffered from Quacks,
who practifed without. interruption ; but
Clement XIV. foon put a ftop to the prac-
tice of all who were not regularly approv-
ed. :

Aninftance where he fhewed unufal
vigour, was upon hearing thatone Pezer
Andrea bad fraudently exported fome grain.

te
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to Fiumicino, in the Pope’s own galleys.
Forgetting his natural mildnefs of temper,
and feeing only tlp-dan%e’r to which his.
people might be expofed by fuch villany,
he could not contain himfelf. Send bim to
2rifon, {aid he, and let bim be immediately
tried, that the Public may know, that it is
death to me to fee the fubfificnce of my. fubjecls .
dimsnifbed.

After the ftriCteft examination of every
argument which could be produced either..
againft or in fdvour of the Jefuits, during
an enquiry which continued. four years,
Clement XIV. at laft named a commiffion
confifting of five Cardinals, fome Prelates, .
and Advocates, toaffit him in the execu-
tion of "his defign;.and after the matureft,
dtliberation, figned the Brief on the 211t
of July, 1773, which fupprefled that fa--
mous Order. . On.the roth of Auguft fol-
Towing, at nine o’clock in the evening the
Commiflioners appointed for the execution.:
of the Brief, accompanied bya Notary,
and attended by a guard, went to. the dif--
ferent Houfes of Jefuits; and . having af--
fembled the Brethren, read to. them the
Brief of their extinion ; at the fame time
telling them, that the Apoftolical Cham--
" ber would furnifh each of them witha fe- .
cular habit, pay the travelling expences of
thofe who chofe to quit Rome—that their.
books and effes fhould be delivered to

Cs them
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. eeflors; the fchools being again opened
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them—and that they fhould have penfi-

ofs.

As the Jefuits had a great fhare in the

education of youth, the fhutting up their
fehools might have proved of bad confe-
quence, if Clement had not given a new

roof of his attention, genius and abilities.

aving fhut himfelf up for fome days, and
{ketched out a plan of education worthy of
the greateft mafter ; he caft a rapid eye
upon fome Priefts and Friars who by their
talents and example were capable of repla-
cing the Jefuit teachers, and immediately
inftituted them Profeflors; fo that, to the
aftonifhment of Rome, there feemed to be
fcarce any interval between the departure

at the very inftant when the Public thought
they muft have remained fhut up for a long

. time.

The fuppreflion of the Jefuits having
taken place, the Kings and the Venetian
State immediately accommodated the dif-
putes which had fubfifted fo long between
them and the Court of Rome. ,

- Clement naturally poflefling a robuft
confticution, and the regulanty in which
he lived, promifed a long life; but the mul-

‘tiplicity of intricate affairs in which he

was involved, agitated him fo much,
that his health could not fail to be affected.

! In the month of April 1974, he was firft

obferved
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obferved to decline, and foon after was
tormented with cruel pains in his bowels,
with which he languifhed for five months,
without thePhyficians being able to difcovér
the caufe of his diforder, or to afford him
the leaft relief. Upon his death, which
happeéned” on the 22d of September, his
body turned inftantly black, and. appeared
in a ftate of puiticfattion, which induced
1he people prefent to impute his death
to the effe@ of poifon; and it was
very generally reported that he had.
fallen a facrifice to the refentment of
the Jefuits.

Thus died Francis-Laurence Ganga-
ganelli, aged fixty-nine years, ten months,
and twenty-two days, after having ar-
rived at the higheft dignity in the moft -
turbulent times, without having been for
one fingle inftant dazzled by his ele-
vation, or difmayed by the troubles he
had to encounter. His life was a model
for future Popes ; and his death a leflon
to all good Chriftians.

He was of an ordinary ftature, had
a large forehead, black and very thick
?ye-brows, lively eyes, and a longifh
ace.

PRE-






PREFACE

By M. CARACCIOLL

fufficiendy proclaims their merit.

IHE aftonifhing fale of thefe Letters
"heir authenticity-cannot be doubted, if

we would- judge of them :merely from-

their ftriking conformity with: the know-
Ied%g,, genius, and conduct of - Clement
XIV.

Befide the honourable teftimonies which

Foreigners. and:the Learned in every part:

of Europe rendered to Ganganelk before

he was advanced to the Papal Chair, asto
a perfon of the greateft affability and im-
partiality, with the moft enlightened under-
ftanding, and moft pacific turn of* mind;
the fuppreflionof the Bull In Cena Domins,
and the perfet harmony which he re-efta-
blifhed between the Court of Rome and
the offended Kings, muft fhew the world
that this immortal Pontiff was.not led by
opinions or- prejudices, hut that he really
thought too- much refpet could. not be
paid to Sovereigns who had been: on.all oc-

. cafions

1
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cafions the protectors of*the Holy See, and
that the Popes can never be more powerful
lt)l(l)an when fupported by the Houfe of Bour-

n.
+ The. Letters of Clement XIV. are fully
- authenticated' by his' conduct and by his
fentiments. ‘They difplay the fame religi-
ous principles which he always taught in
ublic ; the fame maxims which he obferved
in his life; and the fame'underftanding
which made him keep at a diftance whate-
ver favoured either of fantacifm or fuper-
ftition. .
~ But what more evidently proves that
thefe Letters are not counterfeit ;—I had

" copied a number of them of the year 1758

at Florence, " from the originals which were
communicated to me by the Prelate Cerati
and the Abbé Lami. and was defirous to
publith them in the year 1762, whenlre- |
ceived the following anfwer from P. Gan-
ganelli (then Cardinal), whofe confent I
wifhed to obtain; an anfwer which at pre-
fent lies before me, and which I can thew
to any one who is defirous of fecing it.

S IR,

T HE Letters which bave beeri communica-
ted to you ar Florevice were written in bafle,
and by no means deferve the honour you are
inclined to confer on them by a- publication ;
I 1m0t carneftly beg of you, therefore, not to

o , . 7 give
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grve them to the Public. What I have writ-
tén can bave no other merit than candour and
truth. Iam not the lefs obliged to you, and
Jball always acknowledge the affection you bave
Jbewn for me. I fball feck every opportunity
of teftifying my gratitude, and proving to you
with what eficem I declare myfelf
: : Your fincere bumble Servant,
F. Laur. CARD. GANGANELLL
Rome, 19th Sept. 1762.

It-is evident, then, that from the year
1762, Lhad genuine Letters of P. Ganga-
nelli; and itis not lefs evident, that thofe
‘which have come to my handsin the courfe
of the laft year, have fuch a refemblance
to thefe, that they cannot be miftaken.—-—
The Author of the Fournal des Sciences &

des Beaux-Arts fays, with reafon, *“ That
if they will only acknowledge three of the
Letters to be thofe of Clement XIV. itis
neceffary they fhould all be fo ; for the fame
foul and the fame genius had dictated the
whole.” Connoifleurs are not to be de-
ceived, and with only a little tafte-and
‘pratice, copies are to be diftinguithed from
originals as eafily in Letters as in Painting,
‘The foul of Clement XIV. is feen over the
whole, and That cannot be copied. Be-
fides, what is there extraordinary in all
this? That Ganganelli, who having at-
tained to be a Cardinal, and afterwards to
be Pope, by his merit; who was declar‘
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in a full Confiftory, by the famous Father-
Berti, in a public Act, to be a perfon . of
whom Rome fhould be vain ; who was boaft-
ed of asa moft eloquent Panegyrift by a-
number of towns in Italy ;. marked out by
the great Lambertini (Benedict XIV.) asa-
fubjett of the higheft hopes ;.in fhort, cit-
ed as a man o? rare accomplithments by
every Writer in Italy : what is there, I fay, .
extraordinary in his having wrote ingenious
and learned Letters ? If the fpirit of Party
had not withed . to. pafs. Ganganelli - upon -
the world for a man of middling parts, this..
matter would never have been diffuted.

If Clement XIVhad left a numerous fami-
ly; if a fpirit of party had been difcerniblein .
thefe Letters; .or if the mediocrity of the
Work had required a refpectable name to:
impole: upon the Public; paffion or intereft
might be fufpected : but in the prefent cafe,
we are obliged toacknowledge the truth.

It is with great injuftice that the Italians .
are accufed of knowing nothing but fuper--
ftitious devotion.. The moft excellent book .
of  enlightened piety. which: we have, .was
wrote by Muratori; and nobody is igno-
rant of Benedict XIV- having proved. both
by his difcourfes and writings, the fovereign
contempt. in which he held' every thin
which was only a trifling attention. tochurc%
ceremonies ; and that the Sacred College
had always men of the brighteft parts.

: It

W~
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It is no lefs certain, that among the Re-
Ligious in Cloifters,, efpecially in. Italy, ma-
ny individuals. may b: found who. have
knowledge, principles, and extenfive views,
yet want opportunities: of difplaying their
talents to become great men. For exam-
ple, place P. Gardil, a religious Barnabite,
and Preceptor to the Prince of Piedmont,
in a confpicuous light, and you will unquef-
tionably fee geniusand learning fhine forth,
with a piety totally free from Pharifaical
.zeal and party-fpirit. To difpute the abi-
lity of the Italians to write fenfible,. inge-
* nious Letters, is ta.betray an. ignorarce of
their character..

The objection made to-this. Work, ¢ that
¢ there are people at Rome who know no-
¢ thing of them,” does not deferve to be
refuted. We do.net call in friends-and
neighbours as.witneflfes when we fit dewn
to write ;. and it happens daily, that even.
thofe with whom.we live do not know our
correfpondents..

¢¢ It would be more honeft, fay they, te
¢ mention the fource from. whence thefe
¢¢ Letters. were obtained.” But as.thisisa
matter of confidence,, and. the people from.
whom we received them are unwilling to.
appear, we cannot betray their fecret. It
requires. no great exertion of mind to.divine
the motives of their difcretion ;. they will
one day declare them, and it. will. be feen.
how well they were founded.. The.
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~ The inaccuracy of the dates, which are
correted in this Edition, had no other ori-
gin but in the great hurry of the Printers:
the greater thefe faults, the lefs ought they
to be afcribed to the Editor.

The great number of Italian words found
in the firft Edition, having difpleafed many
people of tafle by their breaking the dif-
courfe, or introducing a medley which was
not in the original Letters, I have retrench-
ed almotft all the citations, or rather have
trarflated them into the text.

I have retouched the Letters to Louis
XV. Madame Louifa, the Duke of Parma,
&c. whenit will be feen (as far as the ftyle
of Roman Chancery could admit of it} that
they truly refemble the other Letters, I -
have likewife reviewed the Ttalian, and have.
found fome faults in the tranflation which
will not apprar now,.as the thoughts are
given in their proper fenfe. "It appeared
to me, that as all the three ‘warrants ad-
drefled to Monfignor Girault, his Holinefs’s

“Nuncio, on the I%Bje& of Madame Louifa’s
profeflion and taking the habit, expreffed
the fame thing, one was fufficient.

If the Supplement, which the Public have
impatiently expected, has not appeared, it
is becaufe the Worksof Ganganelli arenot
fabricated in France, as has been reported,
and that authentic Pieces are ftill wanting
to complete it. Thofe which I have alrea-
dy, with fome that are promifed, will etr)xl—

able
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able me to give another Volume, quite dif~ .
tinét from, but net lefs interefting than,
the Letters; where fome curious anecdotes
and pieces of fingular eloquence will be
found. M. L’Abbé Fabri, Nephew of
Clement XIV. will undertake to publith
‘the Theological T'reatifes.eompofed by his
‘Uncle, -which are in the higheft efteem.-—-
In his Letter to me from Rome,  of the 6th
of February laft, he fays; Li quali di qui a
non molta i fieflo mandero alla luce.
- Nothing more remains to be faid, than
that Pofthumous Works are almoft al-
ways-fufpected’; . and though.a decree of
- Parliament was obtained formerly by
Monf. Boffuet, Bifhop of Troyes, affirm-
ing to the Public, that certain produttions
which he publifhed under the name of his
Uncle, the Bithop of Meaux, were truly
the works of that great Prelate ; yet there
are many people who will not believe it.-—
It is to be obferved, however, that fome
prejudice, party fpirit, or perfonal intereft,
generally leads people to contradict and
deny what they are ignorant of. '
Thefe letters will be admired in f{pite of
every objection; and the more they are
known, the more honour will they reflet
on Ganganelli, on the Age, and on his
Country; becaufe the memory of the
Righteous ought to be eternal, and becaufe
he has nothing to dread from prepoffefiion

or prejudice.
prd The

LY
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The Counterfeits, which multiply en all
bands, and fwarm with errors, oblige me
to repeat here again, that the only exact
and corre€t Editien is that which is to be.
had at Lottin’s, jun. Bookfeller' at Paris,.
figned with his name.

‘N. B. The counterfeits we {peak of, in
printing the Life of Clemens XIV, have had.
the aukwardnefs to make their impreflion.
from the firft Edition, which is~exccedin‘%-
ly imgerfc& when compared*with the laft;
and this Life, which they have joined.to the
two Volumes of Letters, they have diftri-
_buted, and declared every where to be an:
Edition augmented more thin one-third.

L E T-
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LETTER L - /34

T0°M. DE CABANE, KNIGHT OF MALTA.
Srr,

: HE folitude which you have formed
to-yourfelfiin your own breaft makes
it unneceflary to {eek another. Cloifteps
-are only to bepreferred in proportion as the
.mind becomes more recolleéled there, for
the merits of a Monaftery are net in the
‘walls,
The ‘Convent of La Trappe which we
‘have in Italy, to which you purpofe retir-
ing, is no lefs orderly than the one of the
{fame Order-in France; but wherefore quit
the world while you can improve it? It
-will remain for ever wicked, .if abandoned

by all the good.
y 8 Behdes,
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Befides, is not the Order of Malta, in
which you live, a religious Order, and ca-
pable of purifying you, if you difcharge
your duty init? ‘

We ought to deliberate well before we
take upon us a new load of obligations.
"The Gofpel is the beft guide for a Chriftian;
and to admit of our being buried in foli-
tude, the vocation ought to be well tried.

There is fomething ° extraordinary in
‘whatever takes us out of the common road
of life, and in embracing the life of a Monk
we ought to dread fome illufion. I truly
honour the Monks who follow the inftitu-
tions of the Chartreufe and La Trappe, but
only a few of thefe Orders are wanted.
Beﬁ):ies the difficulty of finding a great
number of religious, truly fervent, they
ought to be apprehenfive of injuring the
ftate, by rendering themfelves ufelefs mem-
bers of fociety. We-are not born Monks,
we are born Citizens. The world requires
people’ to contribute to its harmony, to
‘make " empires flourith by their talents,
labour, and morals, : .

Thefe profound folitudes, which thew no
exterior figns of life, are only graves, St.
Anthony, who lived long in the defart, did
not make a vow to remain always there.
He quitted his retreat, and came into the
middle of Alexandria to combat Arianifm,
and difperfe the Arians; becaufe he was
convinced that the ftate and the caufe of

' religion
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religion were to be ferved by actions more
than by prayers. When he had accom-
plithed thé purpofe of his mifiion, he re-
turned to his Hermitage, in forrow for
having preferved the little blood which
old age had ftill left in his veins, and that
he had not fuffered martyrdom.

" "When at La Trappe, it is true, you will
pray to God day and night; but cannot
you diréét your thoughts continually to
him, though in the middle of the world ?
It is not in words that the merit of piayer
confifts ; our fovereign Lawgiver tells us
himfelf, that it is not the multiwzdi: of
words which can obtain for us the favour
of Heaven. o
Many refpectable Writers have not hefi-
tated to impute the remiflnefs in Mo-
nafteries to a tirefome repetition of forms
of devotion. They thought, with rea-
fon, that the attention could not be pre-
- ferved, during too long prayers, and that
bodily.labour is of Hgere advantage than
continual pfalm-finging. P ;
The world would not have exclaimed fo
much againft the Monks, if they had been
“feen ufefully employed. The memory of
thofe who cultivated wilds, and enriched
cities with fkilful produtions, or afcer-
cained hiftorical fgé’ts or the dates of
events, are ftill refpected.
The Benedictines of the learned Congre-
- gation of St. Maur in France, which we

gy
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vulgarly called Maurini, have acquired laft-
ing honour by the publication ¢f .a num-
ber of works both curious and ufeful. The
celebrated P. Montfaucon, who is :one
of their greateft ornaments, filled all Italy
with the fame of hislearning, when he
dedicated his application entirély to the
Rudy-of antiquity.

St. Bernard, the reformer of fo many
Monafteries which follow his niles, ren-
dered himfelf very ufeful ‘both to religion,

_and his country ; not when he preached

ap the Crufades which could only be
juftified by -the:intention; but when he
ve uféful advice both to Popes and
ings, and compofed his immortal works.
He ha8l not become a Father of .the
Church. if hehad done nothing but pray.

Father Mabitlon, in his famous treatife
on Monaftic Studies, appeats to me to
‘have fully triumphed over the Abbé de
Rancé, who afferts that Monks fhould °
only ftudy contemplation and pfalmody.
The -deftiny-of man is to labour, Thkere
45 but one Jlep froma [peculative to an idle
life, faid Cardinal Paleotti, and pothing .is
.amore eafy than to make that ftep.

You will do more good by relieving the
poor, and .comforting ‘them by your dif~
courfe, than by burying yourfelf in a de-
Afart. John the Baptift, who was the greateft
<f men, quitted the defart to declare the

Kingdom
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’kingdom of God was approaching, and to
baptife on the banks of the river?ordan.

Do not imagine, my dear Sir, thatin
fpeaking of a ufeful life, I want to makean .
apology for the religious Mendicants, at the
expence of the Anchorets. Every Order
has its rules ; and the maxim here fhould
be, that be who doth not eat flefb, fbould nst
defpife bim who doth eat : but I own I efteem
the Brother Minors the more, becaufe they
join the adtive life of Martha to the con-
templative life of Mary; and I believe,
whatever certain enthufiafts may fay, the
active life is much the more meritorious.

‘St. Benedi® was fenfible that we ought
to be ufeful to our country, and in confe-
quence inftituted a feminary for Gentlemen
at Mont-Caffino. He knew what fort of
laws the {ove of our neighbour infpires.

If, however, in {pite of all I have faid,
you ftill feel a fecret infpiration which calls
you to the monatftic life, you will do what
you think proper ; for I fhould be afraid to
oppofe the will of God, who leads his fer-
vants as he pleafeth, and often by uncom-
mon means, -

I wifty T could be with you at Tivol, te
meditate fn fight of that famous Cafcade,
which, dividing into'a thoufand different
torrents, and falling with the greateft impe-
tuofity, prefents to the mind a lively pic-
ture of this world, and its various agitations.

Vou. L "D I
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I wifh you agreeable holidays, and am,
more than Ciceronian eloquence «can ex-
prefs, Sir, '

“Your moft humble, &c.
Fr.L. GANGANELLL

‘Atthe Convent of the HoLy Arostres,
29th O&, 1747.

My humble refpeis to the moft worthy
Bifhop. '

FERENAPRACORAN A RA

LETTER IL
“TO THE ABBE FE,RGHEN;

Mons. AzrnE,

87 OU cannot do better to divert yous-
felf from your troubles and embar-
rafiment than to vifit Italy. Every well-
informed man owes an homage to this coun-
try, fo.defervedly boafted of; and it will
give me inexpreflible fatisfaction to fee you
ere. :
You will inftantly fee the great bulwarks
given us by Nature in the Alps and Appe-
nines, which feparate us from France, and

have
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have made them give us the name of T'ra-
montanes. They are a majeftic range of
mountains, which ferve as a frame to the
magnificent piture within them.

Torrents, rivulets, and rivers, without
reckoning the feas, are ohje&s which pre-
fent the moft curious and iaterefting points
of view to foreigners, and efpecially to
painters. Nothing can be more agreeable
than the moft fertile foil in the fineft cli-
mate, every where interfeted with ftreams
of running water, and every where peopled
with villages, or ornamented with fuperb
cities.-~Sucha country is Italy !

If agriculture was held in equal -efteem
with architeture; if the country was nat
divided into fuch.a number of governments
all of different forms, -and almoft all weak
and of little extent; mifery would not be
found by the fide of magnificence, and
induftry withoutaivity; but unfortunate-
ly we are more engaged in the embellith-
ment of cities, than in the culture of the
country; and uncultivated lands every
where reproach the idlenefs of the people.

If you begin your route at Venice, you
- will fee a city very fingular from its fitu-
ation ;—it is precifely a great fhip refting
upon the waters, and which cannot be ap-
proached but by boats, - .
- The fingulanty of its fituation is not the
only thing that will furprife you.—~The in-
habitants in mafque for four or five months

D2 A\
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in the year ; thelaws of a defpotic govern-
ment, which allow the greateft liberty in
their amufements; the rights of a fove-
reign without authority ; the cuftoms of 2
people who dread even his fhadow, and
yet enjoy the greateft tranquillity; form in-
confiftencies, which in a very extraordinary
manner, muft affe¢t foreigners. There is
fcarcely a Venetran who is not eloquent ;- —
colletions have been made of the bons
. mots of their Gondoliers, replete with true
Attic falt. _

Ferrara difplays a vaft and beautiful {oli-
tude within its walls, almoft as filent as [the
tomb of Ariofto, who was buried there.

Bologna prefents another kind of pi¢ture:
there the Sciences are familiar even to the
Fair Sex, who appear with dignity in the
fchools and .academies, and have trophies
erefted to them daily. A thoufand differ-
ent paintings will gratify your mind and

es, and the converfation of the inhabi-
tants will delight you.

You will then pafs through a multitude
of fmall towns, in the fpace of more than
4 hundred leagues, each of which has its
Theatre, its Cafin (a rendezvous for the no-
bility), a man of learning, or fome Poets
who employ themfelves according to their
fancy, or their leifure.

" You will vifit Loretto, made famous by
the great concourfe of pilgrims from other
countries,
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countries, and the treafures with which the

church is magnificently enriched.

You will t%en defcry Rome, which may
be feen a thoufand years, and always with
new pleafure. Thuis city, fituated upon .
feven hills, which the Ancients called. the
Seven Miftreflfes of the World, feems to
command the univerfe, and boldly to fay
to mankind, that fhe is the Queen,[and
the Chief.7

You wiﬂ‘ call to mind the ancient Romans,
the remembrance of whom can never be-
effaced, on cafting an eye on the famous
Tiber, which hasbeen fo often mentioned,
and which has been fo frequently fwelled
by their own blood, -and the blood of their
enemies. ‘

You will be in extacy at the fight of St
Peter’s, which Connoiffeurs fay is the won-
der of the world, being infinitely fuperior to
the St. Sophia at ConﬁantinO{)lc, St. Paul’s
at London, or even the Temple of Solomon,

It is a pile * which extends in. proportion
as you go over it, where every thing is
immenfe, yet appears of anordinary. fize.
‘The paintings are exquifite, the monumen-
tal fculptures breathe, and you will believe
that you:fee'the New Jerufalem come down
from Heaven, which St. John fpeaks of in
the Revelations.

* In the original the words are, c’eff ‘un vaiffean, it
is a veffel ; but the uncouthnefs of the expreflion made

— the Tranflator 3dopt the word pile.
D3 Xy
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Youwill find, bothin the great, andin
the detail, of the Vatican, which was eret~
ed on the ruins of falfe oracles, beauties
of every kind that will tire your eyes,
while they at the fame time charm you,—--
Here Raphael and Michael Angelo, forne-
times in a fublime, fometimes in a pa-
thetic manner, have difplayed the mafter-
pieces of their genius, by expreffing in the
moft lively language the whole energy of
their fouls; and here the fcience and geni-
us of all the writers ir the world are de-
pofited, in the multitude of works which
compofe that rich and immenfe Libra-
ry. ,
Churches, palaces, public {quares, pyra-
mids, obelifks, pillars, galleries, grand
fronts of buildings,. theatres, fountains, gar-
dens, views, all, all will declare to you that
'youare at Rome ; and every thing will at-
tach you to it, as to the city, which of all
others has been univerfally admired. You
‘will not meet with that French elegance
which prefers the beautiful to the fublime;.
but you will be amply recompenfed by
thofe ftriking views that every inftant muft
excite your admiration. '

Lattly, in all the figures of painting or
fculpture, bothancient and modern, you
will {ee a new creation, and believe it ani-
mated. The Academy of Painting, filled
with French ftudents, will fhew you fome
who ar; deftined to become great Mafters
‘ ’ in.
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in their profeffion, and whoe by coming to
ftudy here, do honour-to Italy.

You. will admire the grandeur and fim-
plicity of the head of the Church, the fer- -
vant of fervants in.the order of humility,
and the firt of men. in- the eyes of'the
faithful.. 'The Cardinalswho furround him;,
will reprefent to you the twenty-four old-
men who furround the throne of theLamb,.
modeft in their manners, and inftructive
by their morals..

But this magnificent profpect’ will ‘ter=-
minate with a view of groupes of Mendi-
cants, whom Rome improperly fupports,
by beftowing mifapplied: chanty, inftead |
of employing them 1n ufeful labours: thus
it is that the thorn. is. feen with the rofe,.
and vice too frequently: by. the fide of- vir-
tue.

But if you with to fee Rome in all her

lendour, endeavour to ‘be there by the:

eaft of St. Peters ‘The illumination of the
church begins with a. gentle light, which
you will eafily miftake for the refletion of
the fetting fun:. it then. fends forth fome
pieces of beautiful architeCture, and after-
wards finithes with waving flames, which
make a moving picture, that lafts till day-
break.. All this is attended with-double
fireworks,. the- fplendour of which is fo-
bright, that you would think the ftars had
been plucked from heaven, and  burft up--
on.thegarth. . . ’ :
| D& T



12 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI.

I do not mention to you the ftrange me-
tamorphofis which has placed the order of
St. Francis even in the Capitol, and has
produced a new Rome frem the ruins
the old ; to fhew the world that Chriftani-
ty is truly the work of Ged, and that he -
has fubdued the moft famous conquerors
to eftablifh it in the very centre of thir
poflfeflions. If the modern Romans do
not appear warlike, it is becaufe the nature
of their government does not infpire them
with valour; but they have the feed of
cvery virtue, and make as good foldiers as
any, when they carry arms under a foreign
power. Itis certain that they have a great
thare of genius, a fingular appitude inac-
quiring the Sciences ; and you would ima-
gine they were born Harlequins, fo exftcﬂ-
five are they in their geftures, even from
their infancy. '

You will next travel by the famous Ap-
pian Way, which by its age is become
wretchedly inconvenient, and Jyou will ar-
rive at Naples, the Parthenopeof the an-
cients, where the afhes of Virgil are depo-
fited, and where you will fee a laurel grow-
ing, which could not poffibly be better
placed.

Mount Vefuvius on one fide, and the
Elyfian Fields on the other, will prefent a
moft matchlefs view to you ; and after be-
ing fatisfred with this delightful profpect,
you will find yourfelf furrounded by a

multitude
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multitude of Neapolitans, . lively and in-
genious, but too much addicted to plea-
fure and idlenefs, to become what they
otherwife might be. Naples would be a-
delightful place, if it was not for the crouds
of people of the loweft rank, who have
the appearance of unhappy wretches, or
robbers, though often without being either
the one or the other.

The churches are magnificently deco-
rated, but their architeture is in a wretch-
ed tafte; and by no means comparable to
the Roman. %ou will have a fingular
pleafure in.traverfing: the environs of this
town, which is moft delightful, fromite
delicious fruits, charming views, and fine
fituations. You will penerate into the
famous fubterranean city of Herculaneum,
which was fwallowed upin.a former age
by an eruption of Mount Vefuvius.  If’
the mountain happens to be raging, you
will fée torrents of fire iffue from its bow-
els, and majeftically overfpread. the coun~
try. You- will fee a colletion of what-
ever has been recovered out of Herculane--
um, at Portici ; and the environs of Puz-
zuolo, fung by the Prince of Poets, will
infpire you witha true paffion for poetry.

You muft walk with the ZEneid in your
hand, and- compare the cave of the Cu-
mean Sybil and Acheron with what Virgil.
has faid on thofe fubjeéts. j

You will return by Caferta, which from

Djs its

1
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decorations, marbles, extent, and aque-
du&ts. worthy of ancient Rome, is the
fineft place in Europe ; and you will make
a vifit to Mount Caflino, where the fpirit of
St. Benediét has fubfifted unintermptedn}y
above a dozen ages, in {pite ofthe immenfe
riches of that fuperb monaftery.
- Florence, from whencethe fine arts have
iffued, and where their.moft- magnificent
mafter-pieces are depefited, will prefent o-
ther objeQs to your.view.. There you will
admire a city, which, according to the re--
mark of a portuguefe, fbould only be fbewn.on
Sundays, it is fo handfome and beautifully
decorated.  You will every where trace the
lendour and elegance of the family.of Me-
ici, infcribed in the A:nnals of Tafte as.the
reftorers of the fine arts.

“Leghorn is a well inhabited- fea- port, of
great advantage to Tufcany. Pifa always
has men of learning, on.every fubjet, 1m.
its fchools.. Sienna, remarkable for the
purity of - its-air and language, . will intereft
you in a. very fingular manner.. Parma,
placed in the midft of fertile paftures; will:
{hew youa. theatre which can contain four-
~ teen thoufand people, and where every one
can hear what is faid, though fpoken ina
whifper. Placentia. will appear to you wor-
thy of  the name it bears, as. its- delight+
ful ' fituation. muft- captivate every tras
veller.

: You



€LEMENT XIV. 5

You will not forget Modena, as it isthe
country of the famous Muratori, and a
city celebrated for the name which it has
given to its fovereigns.

You will find at Milan the fecond church.
in Italy, for fize and beauty : more than
a thoufand marble ftatues decorate its-out-
fide, and it would be a mafter-piece, if it -
had a proportionable front. The fociety
of its inhabitants is quite agreeable ever
fince it was befieged by the French.. They
live there as they do in Paris, and every
thing, even to- the. hofpitals and church-
yards,, prefents.an air of fplendour.. The-
Ambrofian Library muft engage the curi=
ous ;. and the ambrofian ritual no lefs en=
gage the churchman, who wifhes to know
the ufages of the Church, as well as. thofe -
of antiquity.

The Boromean. Ifles- will next attract
Kour curiofity, from the accounts you muft.

ave had of them.  Placed in the middle:
of a delightful lake, they prefent to your
view whatever. is magnificent or gay in-
gardens. J

Génoa. will prove.to:you that it is truly
fuperb in its churches and Palaces. There-
you will fee a. port faimous for its com-
merce, and the refort. of ftrangers. You-
will fee a Doge changed: almoft as often as -
the fuperiors of communities, and with:
fcarce any greater authority. . And-

: n
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And laftly Turin, the refidence of a
Court where the Virtues have long inha-
bited, will chasm yeu with the regularity
of its buildings, the beauty of its {quares,
the ftraightnefs of its ftreets, and the fpisit

~ of the people; and there you will agreea-
bly finith your Journey.

I have been juft making the tour of
Italy, moft rapidly and at little expence,
as you fee, to invite you to it in reality ;—
*tis fufficient to fketch paintings to fucha
mafter as you.

I make no mention of our morals to

~ you; they are not more corrupt than among
other people, let Malice fay what it will;
they vary only their fhades according to
the difference of the governments.—The
Roman does not refemble the Genoefe, nor
the Venetian the Neapolitan ; but you may
fay of Italy asof the whole world, that,
with fome little diftintions, it is here as it
is there, a little good and a little bad.

I do not attempt to prejudice you in fa-

- vous of the agreeablenefs of the Italjans,

" nor of their love of the Arts and Sciences:
you will very foon perceive it when you
come ameng them ; you of all men, with

~ whom one is delighted to converfe, and to
whom it will always be a pleafure to fay
that one is his moft humble and moft obe-
dient fervant.

J lhave taken the opportunity of a leifure

‘ mament to give you fome Wea of wmy

' CQ\).\\\'(\}\
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tountry ; it is only a coarfe daubing, which
01 another hand would have been a beau-
tiful miniature: the fubje@® deferves it,
but my pencil is not fufficiently delicate for .
the execution.

LETTER I

TO ONE OF HIS SISTERS:.

"HE lofs which we have had-of fo %

many refations and ffiends, my dear.
Sifter, declares.to us that this life is only
borrowed, and that God. alone effentially.
pofleffeth immortality. What ought to be
our comfort is, that we fhall be reunited
in, if we attach ourfelves conftantly to,
him.

The troubles you fpeak of ought to-be
more préﬁ@fﬁ"ﬂ%n pleafures, if you have
faith, Calvary is in this world the proper
place for 2 Chriftian, and if he mounts up-
on Tgvb%:;_, it is only for an inftant.

- My health continues with its ufual vi-
gour, becatf€ T neither live too fparing nor
tod tull # fometimes my ftomach inclines
to be fick, but I tell it that I have not lei-
fure, and it Jeaves me in quiet. Study ab-
forbs thofe trifling inconveniencies which
mankind complain of fo frequendy. Mt
ofixen
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often happens that we are indifpofed, thro’
idlenefs ;---many women are fick, without
knowing where their complaint lies, be-
caufe- they have nothing to do:—they are
tired of being too well, and this- fatety is
oppreflive to people of fathion.

fam very glad to have fuch good ac-
counts of little Michael. It is a plant which
will produce excellent fruit, if carefully
cultivated. All depends upon ahappy cul-
ture; we become every thing or nothing,
according to the education we receive.

You regret that we do not fee one ano-
ther; but neither.our figures nor-our words
form our friendfhip. Provided our affec-
tions and thoughts unite us, what fignifies
our perfons being at a great diftance?
When we love one another in God, we
fee one another always, for God. is over

all: he ought to be the center of all our fen-

timents, as heis of our fouls.

L embrace you moft cordially, and am
fenfible of the value of the Letters you
write torme; they recall the memory of a

Father 1 knew but too little,. and of a

Mother whofe lifé. was a. conftant lefflon of
virtue. Ihave never failed . to remember
them at the altar, nor- my dear fifter, to:
whom I am beyond all expreflion,

. A_moft humble and affeQtionate, . &c..

LET-
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\
LETTERK IV

TO MONSIGNOR BOQUGET, PRIVATE CHAM- -
i BERLAIN TO HIS HOLINESS.

My.Lorbp, .
Wil not fail to attend your kind invi—

tation, as from one in whom fenfe,.
knowledge and gaiety are happily united.
If ever melancholy comes to lay hold of
me, I will court your agreeable converfa--
tion, of which Benedi€t XIV. fowell knew
the value, and which would. have made
the fame impreflion upon Saul,.as David’s .
harp.. You have a talent for.narration fo -
rapid and engaging, that even trifles, from .
the turn you'give them; become matter.
of folid converfation..

It is a long time fince we met.at Mount-
Trinity. Our Fathers the French M-
nims deferve to have frequent vifits paid-
to them ;. it is impoffible to be too ftrongly
attached. to . them, when they love both
fcience and- fociety ;- and this Attachment
grows the ftronger when you are with them,

When you come to fee me, I'will thew
you my reflections upon a cafe in which you
are interefted. There are of all kinds in
the Holy Office, fome to make us-laugh,

and
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and others to make us cry;. but don’t be
afraid, I fhall not read of the melancho--
ly kind to you. The great artin being
well with fociety, isto ferve every one ac-
cording to their tafte. '
Gaiety is the true medicine for the ftu-

dious; the mind and heart fhould. be di--
lated, when.it has been.contracted by ob-
ftinate toil. Bloffoming is as neceflary to-
the human mind as to trees, to make it.
recover. its verdure, and flourifh ; but there

are people like rofe-trees without flowers,

who prefent nothing to your view but bark

" and prickles. When I meet fuch, I'donet .

fg")eak a word, but pafs by as quick as pof- -

‘fibly I can, for fear of being ftung,.

. Gaiety retards old age ;. there is always
3 reviving: frefhnefs which accompanies -
gaiety, inftead. of the pale wrinkles.that.
are he produce of cares. ‘ .

Benedi@® XIV. would not enjoy fuch
good health, if he were not always gay;.
he lays down his ‘pen.to give vent to fome
bons 'mots, and refumes it without ever be-
ing fatigued. '

You are in the right to graft the Italian
Faicty upon the French;: 1t is-the way to
ive to a hundred. - That you may do fo
I fincerely wifh, for I am more than.I can

tell,
' ’ My Lord,
Your moft humble, &c.
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LAaa s il Aot Sad Sttt a ol
LEFTFTER V.

TO THE MOST REVEREND ABBE OF MONTE
CASSINO.

Most Rev. Sir,

OU do me too much honour in con-
fulting me about the dates of your
two manufcripts. I believe them to be of
the ninth century, by comparing the cha-
raCters in which they are written, with
thofe of that age; and befides, there is
one of our Authors cited who lived at that
time, whom few people know, and whofe
fragments upon the fervice of the Mafs
ftill exift.

It is very generous in yonu to take the
fochle lights of a little Francifcan upon
that fubje®, while you are the Chief of an
Order perfectly verfed in antiquity, and
which gs given the moft fhining and ho-
nourable proofs of it, in all parts of the
world.

We thould be great triflers, were it not-
for the Beneditines, faid Innocent XI.
(Odefcaichi). Befides their being an ho-
nour to the Holy See, and the different
churches for whole ages, they have been
the fathers and prefervers of hiftory. It

, is.

\a
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is with them that Monarchs have found
their. moft auguft and interefting titles;
and fcience and faith have been: uninter-
ruptedly preferved:among them, while the
thickeft clouds of ignorance feemed: to
overfhade the univerfe. Though rich and
powerful, they have never been f{een cabal-
ling in Kingdoms, nor meddling, in in-
trigues that could be hurtful ;. on. the con-
trary,. they. have proved: of great affiftance
to- ftates ;: and we may fay, that notwith-
ftanding all the wealth and honours they
have received, public gratitude has- fhill
left them unpaid.

If I can anfwer your intentions, I will
moft willingly go to that famous retreat
which has produced. a. world.of faints and
leaxned men. It would: féem; that on
treading the ground which thefe great men
inhapited, one partakes of their merits.

It is impoffible to add to the profound.
refpet with which I am, &c.

Rome, 5 March, 1748.

" OR300 a0 o oo 038 o 3 ofio e oo oo sfo oo
E.ETTER VL
TO MR:. STUART, A SCOTCHMAN..
I Have followed.you in idea, my deareft
| Sir, both by fea,.and upon the Thames.

As long as my travels in England are idead,
. de.
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populace will netinfult me ;. whereas, were
Eto appear there in perfon, and in my religi-
ous habit, God knows how they might treat
me. You muft allow that. the Popes are
good fort of men'; for were they to make
reprifals, they would infift that every
Prieft and Monk fhould have leave to en-

“ter London in their habits, or that no Eng-
lithman fhould be received into Rome.. And
who would fuffer moft : You in’ the firft
Pplace, my dear Sir, who love to wifit Ita-
ly from time to time ;, but I proteft to you,
I fhould be ftill more meortified:than you,
for I am moft fincerely attached to the
Englifh nation, and have received both plea-
fure and advantage from the converfation
of: its inhabitants, who diftinguifh. them-
felves by their zeal for the culture of arts
and fciences. I am delighted with your
famous poets and your eminent philofo-
phers; in converfing with them I find
within me a. certain. elevation of mind;
methinks I grow fublime, and perecive the

~ world,. beneath me.. I fometimes make

noQurnal vifits te Newton, and at a time
when all nature fleeps, I wake to read and
admire him.. No one like him ever united
fimplicity with fcience. His chara&er and
genius were fuperior to pride and oftentation.
I conclude, . that at your return you will
bring me the little manufcript of Berke-
ley’s, that illuftrious wrong-bead, who
imagined. there was nothing really ma—l
‘ tevia
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tertal in the world, and that all bodies were
merely sdeal. What a view would it ex-
bibit of the human intelle®, if the
learned,- who had hitherto bewildered
themfelves in the - variety -of opinions,
fhould at laft find themfelves of one mind,
and that this reafon, which has fo long
remained fneognsto, fhould come at length
to enlighten them with its beams! How
furprifed would they be, and at the fame
time mortified, who had the varr:i:iy
to imagine they were more than infpired!
The world in all ages has been the fcene
of difputes and errors; and we ought te
think ourfelves happy amidft fo many.
clouds of coutradi¢tion, to have fuch an
unerring light to lead us the right way:
1 {peak of &e light of Revelation, which,
in fpite of all the efforts. of infidelity,
will never be extinguifhed. Religion, like
the firmament, fometimes may appear ob-
fcure to us, but at the fame time is not
lefs radiant. The paflions and fenfes are
vapours which {pring from the womb of
our corruption, and intercept the rays of
celeftial truth; but the man who reflets,.
without being alarmed or aftonithed, waits
the return of a ferene and chearful fky:
We have feen the fogs raifed by Celfus,
Porphy?', Spinofa, Collins, Bayle, &c.
difperfed, and we may be affured that

* thofe of modern philofophy will fhare the

fame fate. In every age fome fingular
men
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men hgve appeared, who fometimes by
violence, and fometimes by fanaticifin,
feemed to threaten the annihilation of
Chriftianity ; but. they have pafled away
like thofe tempefts which only ferve to
fhow the face of heaven mote bright and
ferene. .

It is for want of principles of folid know-
ledge that fome men are dazzled by fophif-
try; and the moft trivial objetions appear
unanfwerable to the ignorant. In religion,
every thing is united and combined ; and
the .moment we quit our hold of the leaft
truth, we find nothing but a dark abyfs.
Such men, inftead of concluding, from the
view of the wonders they enjoy, that God
can undoubtedly confer much greater hap-
pinefs after this life, judge that the Divini-
ty, all-powerful ashe is, cango no further,
and thart this world is of courfe the ne plus
sltra of his wifdom and power.

I fhould be curivus to fee a work which
could prove demonftratfvely (and fuch a
one might be eafily compofed, provided
the author were acquainted with natural phi-
lofophy and theology,) that the world, fuch
as we fee it, is a perfe& riddle, of which -~
there can be no folution without religion.
It is religion which can accouat to us for
the immenfity of that heaven, of which the
unbeliever cannot divine the ufe; for the
miferies which we fuffer, of which the Phi-
lofopher-cannot affign the caufes fote

EIOWNG,
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growing defires which agitate us, and whefe =
impetuofity we cannot calm.

We have frequently ‘fketched out thefe =
great {ubjects when we-have difcourfed fa- —
miliafly together, fometimes at-the Vila —
Borghefe, and fometimes at the Villa Ne——
groni. That time is paft, and a part of =—
our lives with it, becaufe every thing—
paffeth away, except the fincere attach——
ment with which I am with all my heart,

"My deareft Sir, &c.
Rowmz, 13 May, 1748.

/

LETTER VIL !
TO SIGNORA BAZARDI

Y Pray you net to confult me about the
religious ftate, which your fon propofes
to embrace. If I tell you that he cannot do
better, you will btlieve it to be the inte-
refted language of a man fpeaking in fa-
vour of hisOrder.: if Lanfwer on §1e~con-
trary, that he had better not think of it,
you will conclude it is the advice of a Friar
difgufted with his fituation, or convinced
that the monaftic life is a life of mifery. 1
will not therefore fay either Yes, :or No.—
Every objeét has.two faces; you fhould en-
@e?avcﬁur to difcover-and adopt that which
1is beft.

—_ :I‘Fi
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Jf 1 forefaw that a candidate would be-

come eminent ¢ither in learning or piety,

would employ every effort to determine

him; but when Ido not know what may

happen, I am extrcmely referved, and ne-
wer advife any one to become a Friar, -

I have the honour to be, . &c¢.
Roue,.13th May, 1748.

TARRSTDRN: WO ST SN,

LETTER VIIL
TO THE PRELATE CERATL:

Y ‘Will not pardon your depriving the
I Public of a multitude of anecdotes
which are familiar to you, and which,
if colle€ted, would prove .extremely inte-
refting. _Henceforth when 1.fee you, I will
take ‘my pencil .and write. What would
became of Science, were all the learned to
u‘fuc your plan ? Converfation might be
gri liant, but reading would not be fo by
any means.

Monfignor Cerati ought to think, that
while he {peaks, he is only ufeful to thofe
who are about him ; but if he would write,
he may prove of fervice to the moft diftant.
A -good book becomes the patrimony of
the whole world, and equally finds its way

A
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to the Ruffian and the Italian. The Pope
-ought to oblige you, under pain of excom-
munication, to give the Public by means of
the Prefs, all that knowledge which you
now withhold from them. But perhaps,
having feen foreign countries, you may
have become fuch a Tramontane, as to think
of eluding the judgment of a Roman de-
‘cree. Cardinal Porto Carrero faid to me
lately, when fpeaking of you, be bas feen &
great deal, read a greas deal, and retains eve-
1y thing ; but that will be of no ufe to us, be-
«caufe be will carry bis knowledge with bim to
the other world. Co ' .

Too much has been written, and I am
grieved when I reflect upon all the produc-
tions which licentious fpirits have brought
. forth; but we fhall never think that too
much can be wrote, if the writers were to
produce the excellent things which . you
know. Asfor me, 1 will have it printed,
that they-cannot admire you too much, nor
repeat too often how much

I have the honour to be, &c.

e

LET-
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LETTER IX
TO THE MARQUIS CLERICI, A MILANESE.

LLOW me to inform lyou, that
A Jacques Piovi is in the greateft mi-
fery. I do not acquaint you with his be-
ing one of the Pope’s foldiers, for that
would be a poor title of recommendation
to an Auftrian Officer: but I remind you
of his having fix children ; that he haskept
his bed thefe nine months, and laitly, that
he is your godfon.
. Generofity, which chiefly marks your
chara&er, and which only feeks opportuni-
ties of givir:g, has here an opportunity of
being gratified. If you were one of thofe
ordinary fouls who never obli%e but with
relu&ance, I fhould not think of importun-
ing you. I do not love to obtain benefits by
force ; I with them to flow freely from their
fource, and to have their principle in mag-
nanimity.

I think I fee you fmile at the differ=nt
complexion of this letter from thofe daily
written to you by the %en_tlemen of your
own profeffion. The fignature of Frere
Ganganelli can have no other merit in your
eyes, except that of fhowing with what
profound refpe&t '

I have the honour to be, &c.

Roume, 9th Sept. 1748. ’ -
’ E L E T-
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LLTTER X
TO MADAM *¥¥

, RUE devotion, Madam, neither—
‘ confifts in a carelefs air, nor in a—
brown habit. Moft votariesimagine, tho™
I don’t know why, that cloaths of a dark_
colour pleafe the celeftial beings more than
thofe of a lighter and more lively hue;
yet we find tie Angels are always painted
either in white or blue. I do not love
piety which proclaims itfelf ; modefty does
not depend upon colours; if it be decent
in drefs and manner, it is what it really

ought to be. _
 Obferve, moreover, that the lady who
talks fcandal in an aflembly, or appears
vifh,  orin anill humour againft man-
kind, is moft frequently drefled in brown.
Singularity is fo little allied to true devotion,
that we are ordered in the Gofpel to wafh
our faces when we faft, that we may not
appear remaskable. : ,
I amtherefore of opinion, Madam, that
you fhould make noalteration in the form
or colour of yourdrefs, Let your heart be
dire@led to God, and all your actions re-
Jate to him ; and that is the fum of reli-

ion,
& The
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" The world would not have ridiculed
teligion fo muchy had not it votaries given
room for it. Almoft always inflamed
with bitter zeal, they are never fatisfied
except with themfelves; and they would
have every one fubmit to their whims, be-
caufe their piety is often the effe&t only of

Every perfon- who is truly Pious, is pa-
tient, gentle and humble ; unfufpeting of
ill, never fplenctick, and conceals when
he cangot excufe the faults of his neigh-
bour.—Every truly pious perfon laxghs
with thofe that laugh, and weeps with them
that wweep, according to the advice of St
Paul, 20 be wife with fobernefs, becaufe
there fhould be temperancein all things.
~ In fine, true devotion is charity, and

without it nothing we can do is of ule
to falvation.. Falfe devotees do little lefs
injury to the caufe of religion, than the
openly prophane. Always ready to kin-
dipce againft thofe who do not agree with
them in their humours and opinions, they
have a reftlefs, impetuous, perfecuting
zeal, and are commonly either fanatical or
- fuperttitious, hypocrites or ignorant. Jefus

rift does not fpare them in the Gofpel,
that he may teach us to be on our guard
inft them. '

‘When you find, Madam, that there is
neithér rancour in your heart, nor pride
in your mind, nor fingularity in your ac

E 2 AULN
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tions, and that you.obferve the precepts-of
" Godand his church withaut .affeGation or
trifling, you may then believe :you.are in
the way of falvation.
+ Above all things, make your domeftics
happy by abftdining from tormenting them.
They are counterparts of ourfelves, and
we {hould conftantly lighten their yoke;
the way :to be well ferved, s .to have al-
ways a ferenecoyntenance. Lrue piety is
- at all times tranquil, while falfe devotion is
inceflantly varying. ,
. Support your nieces aceording ‘to their
rank, -but do.mot exact of them to do pre- -
cifely.as you do; becaufe you have a par-
ticular wurn for :mortification. :
“This article would .require @ whole. let- -
ter. Young people are often difgufted
with piety, becaufe teo.great sperfection is
required; and works of penitence even
tire qurfelves, when they are not moderate.
~ The comimon way of life is the moft cer-
tain, though perhaps not the:moft .perfeét:
_ =it .is being tob- violent, .to forbid all vi-
. fiting ‘and relaxation. ‘Take .care that
your -gholtly Father .be not too-myftical,
. and that his inftrutions .do not end in
~“making you {crupulous, rather than.a good
- Chriftian. A .
Does piety require us to ‘be fetf-tormen-
tors? Religion teacheth us what we fhonld
.. do,.and what we ought to .believe; and
. here can be no better inftructor than the
. ) ) . ‘ _GQ(QQ}\..
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Gofpel. Mingle folitude with fociety,
and get acquainted with fuch only as will
neither lead you to melancholy,. nor to dif-
fipation.

Vary your reading. There are fomehooks
for recreation, which may fucceed the more
ferious. St. Paul, in giving rules for de-
cent converfation, permits us to fay things
that are chearftl and agreeable; quecum-
que amabilia; ‘

It were to ferve God like a flave, to ima-
gine we are always offending. The Yoke
of the Lord is eafy, and his burden s light.
Love God, fays St. Auguftine, and do
wbat thou wilt ; becaufe then you will do
nothing but what is agreeable to him, and
you will a& with refpe¢t to him, as a fon
towards a father whom he loves.

Above all things, be charitable; and the
more {o, as you are in a fituation to affift
the poor. ‘Religion has. humanity for a
bafis, and they who are not charitable can-
not be Chriftians,.

1 donot by any means advife tiym:u to
give to communities : befides that they do-
not want.it, it is not juft to impoverifh fa-
milies to.enrich them: There is a conti-
nual outcry againft the rapacioufniefs of
Monks, and You fhould not gjve occafion
for new complaints upon that fublet.. Our
reputation ought to be our greateft riches,
which fhould be founded un difinterefted-
nefs, and the practice of every virtue.

E 3 Although
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Although a. friend to my profeflion, |
fhall never engage any one to make pre-
fents to us; nor perfuade any body to be-.
come a Monk : Idread giving room for re-
proach and repentance, as I dread tiring
zou,_(hould I prolong this epiftle, which
as no other merit in my eyes, than the
epportunity it procures me of affuring you
of the refpc& with which I have the ho-

nour to be, Madam, &c.
Rome, 2 January, 1749

LETTER XL

TO THE REV. FATHER ###, A FRANCISCAN
FRIAR.

My pzaRr Frienp,
F OR three days together I have been
fcribbling over all that you feem to
defire. I have endeavoured tp introduce
into this difcourfe, the pathetic, the fub-
lime, the fimple, and the moderate, {0 asto
have where-withal to pleafe different taftes.
You muft endeavour not only to learn it
well, but to pronounce it well ;—not mere-
ly for yourfelf, but likewife for your hearers
who will be both numerous and refpectable.
This little work will favour of hafte,
but then it will have the more fire. My
imagination kindles like a Volcano, when
1 am exceedingly hurried; I collet all my

ideas, thoughts, perceptions, and {enw-
TORDRS,
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ments, and the whole together bubbles in
my héad and upon my paper, moft fur-
prfingly.

. Notwithftanding the warmth which you
will find in this produttion, I have arrang-
ed it as well as I could. I fhall be fauf-
fied with it, if you are fatisfied, and I moft
carneftly with it. :

" The war burns more fiercely than ever,"
and they write me from Flanders that the -
towns fall like tiles in a ftorm. God fend
the Erench may always prove conquerors}
You know how much I love that nation,
and how much I intereft myfelf in its fuc-
cefs. I fhould certainly have been born
in France :—it is the turn of my heartand
mind which makes me think fo.

Do not tell any one that you have heard
from me. ‘The Monks are acute, and
they will fufpet that your difcourfe came
from me, if you byany means recal me to
their remembrance.

I am always wrapt up in my own
thoughts, which are either open or referved,
according to the work which Providence
impofes upon me, or accident produces.
My day is often an unintelligible chaos ;
—I muft pafs from one tafk to another;
and thefe’extravagances are more unlike
than white is to black, or day to night. I
then throw myfelf into the vortex of the

_Brotherhood, talking and laughing ab boc

& ab bac; becaufe ] muft renew roy exik-

E 4 ence,



36 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],

ence, I am fo much exhaufted. I fre~
" . quently leave the old folks to chat with the
young ones, where we joke like children:
it is the beft way of refrefhing ourfelves af-

- ter quitting deep ftudy, and it was the

- method of the celebrated Muratori.

Adieu! Leve me, becaufe you ought,
' fince Iam, as I have been, and always

~ fhall be, your beft friend.

From the Convent of the Hony AresTLEs.

LT TR e e ¥y
LETTER XIL

. 'TO A _CANON OF OSIMO.

SiRr, :
. ELIGION fhut up in the bofom of
R God from all eternity, produced it-
felf the moment that the univerfe fprung
from nothing, and came to repofe itfelf
in the heart of Adam. There was the firft
temple upon earth; and it is from thence
that the moft fervent defires are continu-
ally exhaled towards Heaven. Eve, form-
ed in innocence as well as her hufband,
partook of the ineftimable advantage of
blefling every inftant the Author of their
being. The birdsunited their warblings, and
all Nature applauded the heavenly concert.
Such was religion, and fuchits worfhip,
’till fin came into the world to ftain its pu-
rity ;~then innocence fled away, and Pe-
nitence
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nitence -endeavoured to fupply its place.
Adam, banifhed from an earthly paradife;
found no ‘longer any thing:but briars and
thorns, where he ‘had formerly gathered
the faireft flowers and meft: excellent
fruits. . )
T?'Ae juft. Abel offered his-own heart as
a burnt-offering to God; and fealed:with
his blood the love which hehad for truth
and juftice. Noah, Lot, Abraham, Ifaac;
and Jacob,. ferved as-guides to one ano-
ther in obferving the law of Nature, as the
only religion which at that:time was plea+
fing in the fight oft Ged. '
Mofes appeared like a new ftar feen
fhining upon-Mount Sinai, at the fide of
‘the fun of Juftice; and the ten Commands
ments were given him to be obeyed with-
out any Alteration.. Thunder was the ex+
ternal fign of this new alliance, and the
Jewith people became the depofitory of a

law written by Wifdom itfelf, '
Notwithftanding the zeal of Mofes and
Jothua, and allsthe leaders of the people
of God, the Chriftian religion alone could
Eroduce worfhippers in {pisit and in truth,
very thing which was efte¢émed. holy be-
fore that time, already belonged to it ; and
when it was prefented to the world pro-
ceeding from the Incarnate Word, it was
¢ftablithed- on the ruins of Judaifm, like
a- beloved daughter, filia dileéla, and it

, changed the face of the whole world.
E s Widkes
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- Wicked defires were forbidden,, as well
~ a8 wicked actions, and the puref and moft
fublime virtues fprung from the bleed of
& multitude of Martyrs. -
. The Church fucceeded the Sy
and the Apoftles who were its pillars, m
fucceflors who were to tranfmit their office
to-the end of ume. According te that
heavenly plan, and this divine ceconomy,
o the id o was onty he t7pe of Jolo
. for the W was e type of Jefus
Chrift ; and the evidence of"i?' after death,
> .will be the recompence of fath. Ged will
be feen as he is, and the faithful will reft
cternally with him. :

Behold in what -manner l;)';ln6 fhould: fet
eut in- your work upon religion ;—go to
its foutcyc, and fhew ipt: excellence ;. afcend
with it to heaven, from whence it defcend-
ed, and whither it will return.

Religion will never be perfettly efta<
blithed till it has no other principle but
‘charity ; for neither knowledge nor ex-
terior magnificence conititute its merit,
but the Jove of Ged alone. It is the bafis
of our worfhip, and if we are net perfuad-
ed of this truth, we are only the images of

-firtue, .
- . Fconfider religion as a chain, of which

‘God is the firft link, and which: reacheth

. to eternity. Without this tie every thing
is diffelved and overthrown ;—men. are
ereatures only deferving of contcmpt:h—-

o : ¢
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the univerfe not worth our attention; for
it is neither the fun nor the earth that makes.

- its merit, but the glory of being a part of ,
the Supreme Being ; and according to the
words of the Apoftles, to fubfift only in
Jefus Chrift. Omnia per ipfum & in ipfo.
conftant.. .

Take care that there be nothing in- your
work which is unworthy of your fubjett;.
ahd when you meet in. your way fome fa-
mous unbeliever, or celebrated herefiarch,
overthrow him with the courage which:
truth infpires, but without virulence or .
eftentation.

It is fo agreeable to fupport the caufe of
a religion which has united every tefti-
mony of heaven and earth in its fa-
vous, that it fhould not be defended but
with moderation.  Flights of genius have
nothing iri common with truth. s is fuffici<:
ent 2o fbew religion fuch as st is, faid the holy
Charles Borrommé, 20 make the neceffity of
st be known. Mén who would give up
religion, muft either be reduced to eat
acorns,. or return to their original ftate of
violence and war, c

I have ftudied religion: more than: forty-.
five years, and am always more and more
ftruck with it.. It is too elevated. to be of
human. invention,. although the wicked fay.
it is. Fill your mind with the fpirit of
God before you begin to write, that you

may not make ufe of vain words, Where.
- the
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the heart is not perfectly confenting with
the pen which exprefleth holy truths, it is
feldom that the Reader can be affected.
Penetrate their fouls with the fame fpirit
which God himfelf brought upon earth,
and your book will produce wonderful
effeéts.

What has made Tbhe Imitation of Fefus
Cbriff fo valuable and affeCting, is, that
v~ the Author (Gerfen, Abbé of Verceil in
Italy) has transfufed into it all that holy
charity with which he himfelf was divinely
animated. :

Gerfon is commonly confounded with
Gerfen : neverthelefs it is eafy to prove,
that neither Gerfon nor 'Fhomas 4 Kémpis
were the authors of that matchlefs book ;
and this I own gives me infinite pleafure,
becaufe I am delighted with the theught
of fuch an excellent work being wrote by
an Italian. 'There is an evident proof in
the fifth Chapter of the fourth Book, that
it was not a Frenchman whe wrote Tke
Imitatson. It is there exprefled, that the
Prieft clothed in his facerdotal habit carries
the crofs of Jefus Chrift before him; now
all the world knows, that the chafubles * in
France differ from thefe in Italy, in this,
that they have the crofs upon their backs ;
but I will not write a deflertatien, being-

content to aflure you that I am, &c,
‘Roms, 6th Feb. 1749.

# Chafvbles are ‘a kind of copes whidhlbe Prefte
Wear at Mafs.
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LET TER XIIL
- TO COUNT ALGAﬁOT TIL

‘HE: Pape is always great, and al-
. ways agreeable by his bons mots.
He faid the other day, that he always loved
you, and it would be a great pleafure to him
“to fee you again. He fpeaks of the King:
of Pruffia with admiration; and. it mu
be owned-that he is a.monarch whofe hifto-
ry will make one of the nobleft: monumeénts:
* of the eighteenth century. Confefs that I’
am very generous, for he laughs.at the
€ourt of Rome and.the Monks, as much
as poffible, :
Your laft letter is full of philofophy ;—
I have fhewn it to our common: fgiends;
who find in it the fire of Italy, with the
phlegm of Germany. This mixture works
wonders in- the eyes of men.of fenfe and
nHus. :
Cardinal. Querini’ wilk net be fatisfied-
without having you fome time at Btefcia;
ke told: me one day, that he would invite
iou to come and confecrate his Library;
e is enriching it as much as. he can,
doubtlefs that 1t may be worthy of you.
You will enliven Bologna when you re-
turn ; the Mufes are not afleep, but they
: : arc

{
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are not fo animated as they were formerly ;.
fuch a fpirit as yours.is wanted to electnfy
~ the Academicans.

Rome does not make me forget that
town where I paffed fo much time. The
remembrance of the learned men I knew
there, renders it always prefent. If the
will of the Pontff did not keep me tied
here, ¥ would willingly go and end my
days there, fecing nod?nn g in the career
which I have to pafs, that can- be more

bte or more advantageous, I fhould
pofiefs myfelf, and be perfeitly .content,
%ough it be buta very fmall poffeflion.
he domain of my knowledge is of fo
little extent, that by reducing myfelf with-
in my own fphere, I am confined to the
fimpleft mediocrity.

Natural Philofophy tells me from time to.
time, that [ ne%l:it her ;—I anfwer, I am
& greater lofer than you. But what would
yous have mge do ¥ Theolegy is become my
fovereign, and I muft obey her. without
referve.. They who-do not know her,.fup-
pofe her to be a chimera, or an:idol; but
for me, who confider her under every re-.
lation, and in- her whole extent, I acknow-
ledge her to be the true light of the foul,
and the life of the El¢t. Nothing that
flows from God, nothing that he fays, no-
thing that he relates to lim, can be trifling
~.or indifferent. Thereis no harm in my

preaching to a philofopher who does not

; ) com-
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commonly go to church, and whofe re-
fidence at Potzdam has not fanctified him.

‘There are three men of you there, whofe
talents would be of great fervice to religi-
on, if you would change their direCtion -
You, Monf. Voltaire, and Mon{. Mauper-
tuis; but that is not the tbn of the prefent
age, and you will be in-the fathion. ‘

In expetation of this’ miracle, which.
God can bring about fome time or another;,
although there is little appearance of it, ¥
have- the honour to be with the higheft re--
fpett, &c..

" LETTER XV
TO THE ABBE LAML

- Would gladly revifit Frefcati, that de~
lightful dwelling, where the multitude
of jets deau fhooting up towards Heaven.
without interruption, is a lively image of
the elevation and humiliatien of weak mor-
tals .—~I have tired my limbs.and my eyes
by walking and obferving them. The
country is not agreeable but as we open
the two great books of botany and aftro-
nomy ; the ore under our feet, the other
over our heads.
Itis wonderful to obferve how the foul 4
is clevated one moment to a ftar, and the
next
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next falls down:to & grain of fand; how
it expands over the immenfity of the hea-
vens, and how it fhrinks back upenitfelf;
How it analyfesthe light, amatomifes-an in-
feét; how inceffant are 1ta-wifltes,  yet how
. limited its- faculties! We may fay then .
with Danté, that the foul'ss she greateff won-
der of the univerfs.

The ftudy of Nature is neceffary to
know the Author of Nature; and- the
gmt Newton faid; that an aftronomer or

tomift abfolutely could not Be an
Aiheift. ‘The air is not perceivable, al-
though we every where feel its influence ;
it is an image-of God himfelf,, who,,tho
invifible, informs ug gvery inftant of hi
prefence and:actions o

I have recovered a new.lifein the eoun~
try. to dedicate it more than-ever to bufi-
nefs. One of the ancients faid, that Death
fliould find an Emperor ftanding; and:1
add; that he fhould find a Counfellor of
the Holy Office with his pen' in his-hand.
You. wilk allow-that Ihave not placed my-
felf amifs.

That laft moment is-approaching every
inflant, and time is almoft nothing: The
pait, the prefent, and the future are fo
near each other, that one has not leifure to
diftinguith them: ‘Fhe year has fcarce be-
gun its courfe when it is at an end.

I bave never wrote a fingle word, nor
made a fingle comma, without looking
, upon
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it asa point cut off from my life. This
manner of thinking is the beft means of
driving away Ambition ; but I de not be-
Keve that fhie will ever come to knock at
my. gate. - I defpife Fortune too much for
her to make me any advances.

But it is a fingular good fortune that F
can affure you of all the attachment witle
which I am, &c.

Rowme, 12th Oct. 1749.

VAR A AR
LETTER XV,

TOA CARMELITE NUN.

T appears, my reverend Mother, that
& God Almighty has preferred mountains
as the propereft places for difplaying his.
glory and his mercy. I fee by the Scrip~
tures, that mount Sinai, Mount Tabor;
- the Mount of: Olives; and Mount Calvary,
were the moft priviledged fpots in the
world, on account of the miracles which
were wrought there : and I fee in the Hif-
tory of the Church, Mount Caffino and
Mount Carmel as the fouree of two re-
ligious Orders; who do- honour to religion
By. their penitence.
Holy Therefa, your illuftrious Refor—
matrix,. is- one. of the greateft fouls \‘m.:&
G
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God hath raifed up for the good of Chrif~
tianity : a parent of the Church for hex
knowledge and writings ; and a model of
penitence by her auftenities. ‘There is not
a cloud which can in the leaft obfcure her
ations, Always with God to ftudy him;
always with the faithful to infru@ them;
and always in the fame degree of perfec-
tion ; fhe is a prodigy of fcience and of
fanétity. '

Her works are not fufficiently known;
~—the beft is undoubtedly the wonderful
" harmony which reigns among fo many
illuftrious females, to whom the is a fup-
port and model. .

You have ne occafion for any inftruc.
tions, my reverend Mother, but what have
been given by this great Saint. She bath
faid every thing, fhe hath forefeen every
- thing, and fhe hath taught every thing.

‘The Nuns cannot choofe a better director;
Jand it is to her that they {hould addrefs
. themfelves, if their piety has none of thofe

too keen affections which hurt true devo-
tion. .

Confult holy Therefa then, and not Bro-
ther Ganganelli, who is the weakeft perfon
Yknow. I can only glean after thofe who
have reaped a full harveft; and all the
correfpondence that I can have with you,
is to beg that you will be fo good as ta
pray for me. The prayers of the Carme-
htes are the moft agreeable perfume which

can

-
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afcend to the throne of God. But not to
interrupt that filence any longer, which is
prefcribed you, I fhall content myfelf with
adding to this letter the refpe@ with which
Ithall be, all my life,

: Your moft humble, &c.
At.the Convaxt of the HoLx ArosTLEs,
19 June, 1749.

194494500090 0049449%
LETTER XVL

TO CARDINAL VALENTI, SECRETARY OF
STATE.

MosTt EMINENT,

HIS letter is the fupplication of &
. "poor Monk, who prays for a poot
man, who is lefs than nothing in the eyes
of fuch a Lord as you; but a fubject wor-
thy of all your attention, if you look upon
him with that Chriftian philofophy which
places mankind on a level, and direts all
your actions.

The fubje®t in gqueftion is Dominick
Baldi, a domeftic who has been long at-
tached to your fervice, and who has been
difmiffed for a fally of paflion. As he
comes from the place where I was born,,
and I know him to have a number of good
qualities, efpecially his fingular attachment

: w0
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to you, I'venture to fupplicate you-in- Kis
favour. 3 -

My Lord, you hawe a great {Gul, and‘l
amr fure of fuccefs, if you will only hearken
alittle :—your heart will be my beft inter-
ceflor with you. Men- are not angels ;—
fervants-have their faults, and:fo-have their
mafters.. X

I fhould have folicited this favour in
perfon ;. but probably. L thould. have been
" obliged to wait in an anti-cliamber, on ac-
count of the people ard., bufinef@ which
befet you, and I have not time to lofe.
‘There are fo many burdens of e kind.
impofed upon me,. that.I hawe need-of all
myn; co ml):c to fink under them.

. you-hearken to my prayer, my: gra-
titudeyﬁiall be as laﬁing m‘exteﬁ?;‘vcgr:s\
the profound-refpet.with which I am

Your Eminence’s
moft humble, 8.

. Ramg,, theift of theMoma., '

L ,ET—I
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LETTER XVI
TO'THE SAME.

AM quite vain that an atom fhould fix
the .attention of your ‘Eminence, and
that a peor wretch who had only fuch a
pitiful .recommendation .as .mine, fhould
be received again into your fervice, ‘This
goodnefs does you the more honour, as it
fhews you to be a great man without pre-

judices, that is to fay, a phcenomenon.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Rome, 2id of the Month. ,

Red 3o L2404 PLEN
LETTER XVIL

"TO THE PRELATE GERATI.

(HAINED down by my :profeflion,
4 tormented with bufinefs, and hur
ried away by the times, I cannot difpofe
of my days foas to be.able to join you.
I am fo much engaged, .that ‘I have only
fix hours in the day. 1 with to God that

all thofe whofe time hangs heavy upon
' ' . ' therr
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their haads could make a prefent of theif
fpare moments to me; not that I might
lead a longer life, but that I might give my-
felf up to ftudy more at my cafe, without
the dread of . becomiag too contempla-
dve, : -

- You are happy in being at Florence,
where you have no court to make except
to monumeats, libraries, of learned men,
-and where there .is no danger of deing ilf
_ I will immediately fend yom the memo-
rial you defire ;~-it fhall be written with
all poflible moderation, becaufe it is com-
formable with charity, and becaufe works
written with paffion, though - they have
truth on their fide, do no fort of 1.

. In fpite of all their elogies on the plea~

fures of gardening, it is impoffible for me

to be ford of them; I know nothing but
~ meadows and fields. When I have nced of

a walk, chance finds me a thoufand little
charming paths where I exceedingly love
to wander, _

The Pope: only difcharges his duty, in
vindicating the memory of Cardinal Nori.
It would be crael to deolare a man a here-
tic, becaufe he follows ‘the opinions of
the Auguftines or Thomifts; that is to
- fay, dotrines folemnly approved by the
Church; but when we are impelled by fa-
naticifm, we {ee nothing, and become deaf
to reafon. '

- The
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The good Bifhopof Spoletro ftill enjoys
excellent health; he wrtes to me with as
much gaiety as if he were only twenty. He
is like the Pope (Benedict XIV.) who is
never fad.—He complains that the Her-
mits who live almoft under his eye are too
diffipated :—-it is agrowing evil in almoft

e communities ;-~—they no longer
ftudy but in extralts.” Provided they have
only the fcarf-fkin of the Sciences, they
think themlelves great doffors. I don’t
know to what this will lead us, but I am
.afraid we fhall infenfibly fall back into the
ignarance of the tenth century. Science
is like the moon, which after being feen
in full, fhews only her half, and at laft be-
comes intirely hid.

Sleep, which I muft not negleét, tells me
that we mfu%t, What comforts me is, /
that my friendlhip for you never fleeps, <,

(\and that I am dayand night irrevocably =
D) _ ~——¥eour moft humble, &c
T Remy. 8th Jug 3749 el .

T~

LET-
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LETTER XIX

‘TO COUNT #* % »

SIR, ‘
* I WAS too much the friend of your Fa-
4 ther, and am too much your friend, to
let you go.aftray as you now do, without
recalling you to yourfelf. Is it poflible
:that that dear child whom I have feen fo
entle, good and virtuous in his fathet’s
‘houfe, has fo totally forgot what he was, as
to become rude, infolent, and irreligious?
It is with the utmoft difficulty I can per-
fuade myfelf that itis fo; butl am{o often
-affured of it,-and by the company with
whom you affociate, -that T can no longer
doubt.

I beg of you to come and -fee ‘me, and
in the effufions of a heart which tenderly
loves you, I will tell you, not what anger -
dnfpires, not what prejudice fuggefts, not

» awhit is bitter in reproaches, but all that
the fincereft attachment can diftate, to
awithdraw you from that abyfs into which
bad company has hurried you.

You will neither find me an imperious
-monitor, nor an angry pedagogue, but a
friend, a "brother, who will fpeak to you
as he would to himfelf, with the fame le-
nity, and with the fame calmnefs. Iknow

:that youth is fiery, and that there is great
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difficulty in efcaping from the ways of the
world, when we are rich, and given up to
paffions. But do not honour, decency,
reafon, and religion {peak more powerfully
than the paffionsand fenfes ?

What is man, my dear friend, if he
takes no counfel but of his corrupted
heart: Alas! I find within me, as well as
you find in- yourfelf, wherewithal to lead
me aftray, if I did not hearken to my con-
fcience and my duty; for illufion and cor-
ruption are the only portions of humanity.
. Iexpect you with the greateft impatience,
to ftretch forth my arms and embrace you,
Do not ftartle at the fight of my cloifter
or my habit. On account of my profeffion,
I ought to be the more charitable. We will
bewail together the lofs of a father who
was fo neceffary to you; I will endeavour
to give you fuch advice as to make him
live again in you, by the excellence of
your morals. Do not difgrace his memory
by the fcandal of a diforderly life. .

There is nothing loft yet, if you will
deign to hearken to me; for I am confi-
dent that the plan of life whichI will trace
out to you, will reftore every thing as it
fhould be. Do not be afraid ; I will not
fend you to do penance either with the Ca-
puchins or the Chartreux, for I do not
love violence. God will infpire us: God

Vou. L F does

v
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does not abandon thofe who return to him.
I fhall not ftir abroad to-morrow, that I
fnay receive you,

LETTER XX

‘TO THE SAME.

Y S it poflible, my dear Sir, that you not
only did not come to me, asI requefted
ou would, but that you took care to
ge denied when I came to fee you? Alas!
what would your father fay, to whom you
promifed in his dying moments, that you
would place intire confidence in my ad--
vice, and that you would always make it
your duty to cultivate my friendfhip?
Once more, what would he fay? Am not
I the fame perfon who have carried you fo
often in my arms, who with the greateft
pleature have feen you growing, who have
given  you your firft inftructions, and to
whom you have teftified the ftrongeft at-
tachment, on a thoufand occafions?
Weould you have me fall upon my knees,
to induce you to reftore to me your friend-
thip? 1 will do fo ;—nothing {hall be too
much for me, when I am to recal a friend
to his duty.
If
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“If you had nota noble heart and a good
- underftanding, I fhould defpair of your
reformation, and of my own advice; but
you have inherited a worthy foul, and an
uncommon fagacity. Do you imagine that
it cant be a pleafure to me to find fault with
you? Nome but falfe devotees find faris-
fa&ion i putting themfelves into a paf-
fion. I have happily read the Gofpel,
which. is' the rule both of your conduct
and mine, enough to know how Jefus
Chrift received finners, and how attentive
we ought to be, not to extinguith ythe
fmoaking lamp, nor to break the bruifed
reed.. I have not forgot that John the Evans

elift got on' horfeback, notwithftanding

ts advanced age, to fearch after a young
man whom he had bred up, and who
avqided him. Befides, have not you long
known me for a man who is neither
haughty nor peevifh, and who can compaf~
fionate human fraifty? The more you -
avoid me, the more I fhall think you guil-
ty. Do not hearken to your companions,
but let your heart {pzak, and I fhall in-
ftantly fee you. Mine prompts me never
to abandon you. I will perfecute you be-
caufe I love you, and I will give you no
reft till we are reconciled.

It is becaufe I am your beft friend that

I feek to find you, at a time when fcarce
any of your relations will hear your name
mentioned.

F 2 A S
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If you dread my remonftrances, I {hall
fay nothing to you, becaufe I fhall be con-
vinced that you will accufe yourfelf, and
allow me no time to fpeak. Try. at leaft
one vilit; and if it is not agreeable, you
fhall never fee me more. But I know
your heart—I know my own—and I am
certain, that after one interview you will
have no defire toleaveme.

I ought naturally to have a greater
afcendency over your mind, who have
known you thefe twenty t)f&rs, than all the
young aflociates who furround you, to de-
vout your eftate, and are your friends only
to ruin yaur health and reputation.

If my tears can affe&t you, I proteft to
you that they flow at thisinftant, and from
the moft precious motive in the world—
Religion and Friendthip. Come and dry
them up ; it will prove to me that you ftill
remember your father, and are fenfible to

. the diftrefs of a friend.

Rome, 1ft February, 1750,

G LET-
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LETTER XXL .

TO THE ABBE NICOLINL

S IR,

4 HE picture of infidelity you have
drawn alarms, without -aftonifh-
ing me ;—befides its bein%‘foretold, even
to the leaft jozz, in the holy fcriptures,
the mind is capable of going aftray, the
greateft lengths, when the heart is once
corrupted. From a defire that there fhould
be no God to punith crimes, the wicked
conclude that he doth not exift—Dixit im-
pius tn cordefuo, Non eft Deus. Deifm léads
imperceptibly to atheifm; we have no
compafs, when we have no religion; it
is the only prop by which we can be rea-
fonably fupported. '
" Notwithftanding - the dreadful confe-
quences. of this new philofophy, I am of
opinion that we ought not to exafperate
thofe who profefs it. There are people
unconvinced who defervedto be pitied, be-
caufe, after all, faith is a gift: from God.
Jefus Chrift, whoe thundered at the Phari-
fees, faid nothing to the Sadducees. Un-
believers will be much' eafier led back by
gentlenefs than by feverity. They affet a
haughtinefs to thofe who wound then keen-
' F3 s
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ly; and the more fo, becaufe they are an-
fwered frequently with much worfe reafon-
ing than is found even in their own dif-
courfes and writings. ‘The moft petty Ec-
clefiaftic eagerly fets about attacking them,
without thinking, that though his zeal is
laudable, his underftanding by no means
keeping pace with it, he may do more
harm than good. . ,
Converts are not made either by decla-
mation or inveCtive. Examples, reafon,
and moderation are wanted, and we fhould
begin by allowing, that religion has indeed
myfteries which are incomprehenfible, and
which cannot all be explained. There is
a chain reaching from heaven to earth,
and unlels we keep hold ‘of the Jinks we
fhall never confute infidelity. Vague
declamation is not reafoning. To contend
with able men in the arts of fophiftry,
knowledge, method, and precifion are
wanted. :
When I meet with people who have the
prejudices of this new philofophy, which
happens pretty often, I begin by infpiring
them with confidence, and fpeak to them
with the greateft candour. They are fen-
fible of this, if they have had onlythe flight-
eft tinture of education, and that at Jeaft
leflens their prejudices, Y .
Every impetuous zeal which would
bring down fire from heaven, excites only
hatred. The Church has the reputation of

heine
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being of a perfecuting fpirit, in the eyes of
unbelievers, from many of its minifters
thewing a too ardent zeal. A good caufe
fupports itfelf;—fo that Religion needs
only to produce its proofs, its traditions,
its works, and its gentlenefs, to be re-
fpeted. Chriftianity of itfelf overthrows
every fe€t which may be inclined to
fchifm, or which breathes a fpirit of ani~

mofity. -

I grequently meet with people who
really deteft the whole body of the Clergy,
and thofe are jutt the people whom I en-
deavour to be well with, If T had leifure
and abilities to combat the new philo-
fophy, I have the prefumption to believe
that no Philofopher would complain of me.
I would lay down principles which could
not be dented; and when I met in my
way with thofe too celebrated men who
profefs infidelity, 1 would fhew them
with the greateft candour, that they have
not  taken the holy Scripture in their true
fenfe, or that they have no good reafons
for denying their authenticity.

I am fenfible I fhould not convert them,
fince it is God alone who enlighteneth the
underftanding and changeth the heart ; but
at leaft they would not be fo apt to inveigh
againft the defenders of Religion. We
-muft- endeavour to gain fomething, if we
cannot gainall.

' Fg ‘ If



104 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],

If God bears with unbelievers, we ought
to bear with them, fince they make a part
of his plan ; and by them religion appears
ftronger, and the faith of the righteous is
exercifed. :
~ It'is not at all furprifing that ages of fu-
perftition fhould lead the way toan ageof
infidelity ;-—but thefe are tempefts which
pafs over, and only fhew the face of hea-
ven more pure and ferene.

The more that unbelievers increafe, the
more ought the Minifters of the Gofpel to
be attentive to render religion refpectable
by their love of ftudy, and the purity of
their morals. . Behold a’ number of things
which you knew before.—~My pen leads
me on infenfibly ;—-it is a fault with which
I frequently reproaeh it, but it will not
correl itfelf. I beg your pardon for it, in
favour of my intention, and in confidera~
tion of the pleafure I have in affuring jou
of the refpe@tful and fincere attachment
 with which'T am, &c.

It is fome time fince I had any accounts
of M. Cerati. I am the more uneafy, be-
caufe he fhould have anfwered me upon
fomething of confequence.

Roue, 28 February, 1450.

L E T-
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LET TER XXIL
TO CARDINAL CRESCENCL.

MosT EmiNeNT,
OU have folved the cafe of confcience
asitoughtto be, conformably with
the opinion of the wifeft Doftors, and ef-
pecially according to'the fentiments of St.
Thomas, -whofe fuffrage is of the greateft
‘weight. -

he holy Office hath mot condemned.
the men his Eminency fpeaks to me of, as
really havi"nﬁ, commerce: with the Devil,
but for abufihg the moft holy words of
the fervice of the Mafs and the Pfalms,
to carry on their extravagant operations.
It is known that forcerers now-a-days.
are not fupernatural agents, and that a
belief of Necromancy (though according *
to the Scripture the Devilis a real being).
is almoft always the effect of fuperftition,
or the work of a troubled-brain. g
I kifs your hands with the profoundeft
refped, in expeftation' of the” moment
when we fhall kifs your feet, if the pio-
phecy atributed to St. Philip of Neri

wakes place, asitis commonly reported.

, FR. L. GANGANELLI-
Rowume, 1ft March, 1750. L
Fs
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LETTER XXIL
TO A GENTLEMAN OF RAVENNA.

Sir,
COULD never have fufpetted that you
would apply to an obfcure Monk like
me to decide a family difpute. There are
a great number of learned Lawyers here,’
who can give you a proper opinion.

. Befides my incapacity in this affair, I
do not love to give advice in fecular mat-
ters. I remember that St. Paul prohibits
every minifter of the Lord from interfering
in temporals. A man who is dead to the
world fhould not intermeddle in the affairs
of it. Every religious Society that neglets
this maxim, will fink into oblivion {ooner
or later ;--as every Monk who intrudes into
families to know their fecrets, to regulate
marriages and teftaments, is equally con-
temptible and dangerous.

We have too many duties-of our own,
to have leifure to bufy ourfelves in other
people’s affairs ; and at prefent we fhould
‘be detefted, if we dared to attempt it. _'We
made noife enough formerly, by ftriving
only te preferve the ufe or property of
our own rights ; let us not megc(lle now-a-
days with the inheritances of the world.
St. Francis, who preached up difintereft-
ednefs and poverty, would anathematize

us,
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us, if he faw us attempting to undertake
the province of fecular affairs,

All that I ought, or can do, is to exhort
you to peace and concord, and not to thew
a criminal avidity for the things of this
life, which pafleth away, and leaves us no-
thing but our works. Let us endcavour
that they be good, that we may not appear
before God empty-handed. :

Rowme, 3d March; 1750.

2349424042442 2 44%
'LETTER XXIV.

TO CARDINAL QUIRINI

Most EMINENT,

LOVE tofee a Library in your Emi-
nency’s hands ;---one is certain that it
will not be covered with duft, nor remain
unemployed. By the mannerin which you
fpeak to me of 1t, and the difcernment I
know you poflefs, itwill be worth the admi-
ration of the curious. I fhall always re-
member the having pafled a day with your
Eminency and Cardinal Paflionei, and a
number of learned men ;——it will be the
faireft and moft precious epoch of my life.
I then faw the moft learned meénin Eu-
rope, and I drank at the fource from' the
two fineft intelle¢tual rivers in the world.

There they agitated the moft important
’ queftions,
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queftions, without affetation, obftina
or pride. Only the half-learned and half-
wife make themfelves noted by their obfti-
“nacy and vanity ; but what ftruck me moft
is, that genius, which does not always ac-
company learning, feemed there to {pring
from the womb of fcience, like lightning
from heaven.

' I fhould have been glad to fee our mo-
dern Philofophers with thefe two great
men; and the more fo, as they would
have been delighted with their modera-
tion. Some time ago I reminded Cardinal
Paflionei of this anecdote; and his memo-
ry, which is very great, and always ready,
repeated fuccinétly all that was faid at that
time.

I very much wifh, my Lord, to be ahle
to accompany you to Mount Caflino. You
muft appear radiant there, like Mofes up-
en Mount Sinai:—-it is your center, and
the cradle in which you have acquired the
greateft knowledge, to perpetuate the fuc-
ceffion of fo many illuftrious men as have
{prung from thence.

It appears to me, my Lord, if I dare
make that confeffion to you, that your laft
letter to the Proteftant Clergy, is a litte
too dry. Your Eminency knows better
than [do, how neceflary it is to ufe {fweet
oil to gain aver profelytes. Nothing
can be added to the profound refpet with
which '

, lam, &c.
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LETTER XXV

.TO R. P. ORSI, A DOMINICAN, BUT SINCE
BECOME CARDINAL. .

My Rev. FaTHER,

I HAVE been twice to call upon you,
without having the happinefs to find
- you, although you are fo fedentary a seclufe.
I wanted to thank you for the book you
.fent me. 1 congratulate Italy on the hap-
py production with which you have en-
riched it. M. Fleury had occafion for a
-writer to fill up the chafms in his hiftory ;
for it muft be confefled, notwithftanding
the refpe&t which I have for his memory,
that he has flightly touched a number of
very important fats, Perhaps he was not
poflefled of fufficient memoirs for fome
articles: we fhould weigh the charge well
‘hefore we condemn fo great a man.

In the mean time, I cannot pardon his
having faid almoft nething of the Church
of Ravenna, fo celebrated in the annals of
Italy by a multitude of incidents relative
to its Exarchs. Sometimes it is dangerous
to be follicitous of being too concife ;—-
this gives fketches only, inftead of finifhed
pieces. :

We reproach M. Fleury with being too
zealous f(r;r the liberties of the Gallican

Church;
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Church; and the French will accufe you,
my reverend Father, of fupporting the ul-
tramontane opinions too warmly. :

See then how difficult it is to write to
-pleafe every Government; but fenfible
men give up to the French and Romans
* their different pretenfions, fo that the faith
be not affeted. Every country has its
opinion, as every individual his whim,

I with that your labours may meet
with a brilliant recompence, not for your
glory, but the glory of the Church;
you have no occafion for the purple to
render you illuftrious. As for me, I think
myfelf the moft honoured of men, when you
receive with cordiality the fincere and re-
fpectful fentiments with which 1 am irre-
vocably, &c. - :

Rowme, 11th June, 1750.'

"LET-
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LLTTER XXVL
.TO A PRELATE
My Logrbp, =
-J HAVE written fo much, that my hand
ought to be tired; butit has more vigour

than - ever, while it is employed in expref-
fing the fentiments with which you infpire

me,

Notwith@tanding my occupations, I have
done all that you prefcnibed. I have feen
the perfon you mentioned ;—~I have got
the better of her refiftance.—She will take
care of the little orphan, as you defire.
Other people’s misfortunes render me fin-
gularly eloquent ; then my heart, foul, and
mind, {peak all at once.

The Monks are reproached with being
felfith ;—~in that cafe, I {hould never have
been one;—but it is a calumny which 1
will not attempt to refute. ‘The mean-
nefles of human nature are to be found in
Cloifters, only becaufe thére are men
there : —-yet there are men every where.
This does not prevent our feeing a great
many virtues in a Monaftery. 1 proteft
to you, I am afhamed of myfelf when I
obferve fome venerable perfonages with
whom I live, . who are employed in no-
thing but doing good offices, from mornin%

‘ ti
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till night. The world judges of Com-
. munities nly . from fome fcandals which
unfortunately blaze abroad, without at-
tending to the ta.t‘emn and the virtues which

are _ler A

he monaftic life would be very. ho-
nourable, if it was duly honoured*: and
men powerful both in words and in
‘works would be -found there, on: every
occafion. Emulation is abfolutely :necef-
ary in a Cloifter, to preferve a love -of
ftudy ; as ambition is its fcandal and
ruin. ‘Fhere is no: greater monfter in
Chtll)rch or State tha,n_h an h x itical
"ambitious clergyman, who, profefling to
be humble, is puffed up with pnd:%-—
aan who, wearing an outfide of po-
verty feeks only to enrich himfelf;-—
a falfe devotee, who announces himfelf the
fervant of God, yet is.only the flave of his
‘own paffions. * _

When I think that there are Monks,
who fly to deftruction to obtain a wretched
{uperiority of rank or preferment, fubje&
to a thoufard vexations and a thoufand
inconveniencies, I cannot define man ; and
I fay, that he damns himfelf for a very .
hittle matter. -

O my dear folitude! my books. and my
labours! what vexation would it give me,
were -1 obliged to give you up, to mix
in the tumult of bufinefs and honours!
‘Even the title of ‘Majefty would not make
: amends
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amends to 4 man for the liberty he lofes
when he becomes a king. »

1 was taught to believe from my ear-
lieft days, that the honour of having an
immortal foul is the greateft poflible glory ;
and happily I have retained the leffon, :

I would not fay this to all the world,
for there are very few capable of compre-
hending it; but you, who have a relith
for the ineftimable pleafures of exifting
and thinking, underftand me. I em-
brace you with all my heart, and am
without referve.

Your friend,

and fervant,
" Roms, 6th'November, 1750.

LET-
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LETTER XXVIL
TO MONSIGNOR HENRIQUEZ.

My Lorb,
7 OU deigntoconfultme, while it is I ra-
ther that have need' of your.counfel.
Your underftanding’and piety are known,
and every one confefleth that you are the
bett guide, and the moft learned Doctor.

However, to thew my obedience, I muft
fay that the depofit ‘ought to be fent to
" Peter, although it was deftined for him
by Fobn, folely an account of his attach-
ment to the Roman Catholic religion, and
tho’ he has unfortunately changed his
faith,

Itis only neceflary to acquaint him with
the intention of his benefactor, when he
made that bequett in his favour. But I do
not think that the perfon charged with the
depofit, can withhold it from him becaufe
he has changed his religion. '

You fay, my Lord, that there are peo-
ple who maintain that it may be made a
gift to fome Monaftery; and I dare af-
fert, Monk as] am, that it would be an
unjuft appropriation :-— in the firft place,
becaufe it thould be given to him to whom

it
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it was bequeathed ; fecondly, becaufein the
partition of property, families thould always
have the preference ; thirdly and lattly, be-
caufe the poor, who have no means of fub-
fiftance, ought chiefly to be fupported.

Providence is the refource of Commu-
nities, and their dependante oughtto be
rather .upon That, than on human means.
All religious Orders are only eftimable as
they imitate Jefus Chrift ; but we too often
have . fome worldly views for the fupport
of Monafteries, without- reflecting that the
true Chriftian has po ‘permanpent habita-
tion i this world, and. that pothing hap-
pens but as it pleafeth God. o
~ Neverthglefs- 1 - fybmit my judgment to
yours, never having any obftinate attach-
meRt o my owa opinions, Idifplay them
conformably to the diftates of my ocon-
{cience, and I teke every poffible precau-
tion. %o- be informed ; for “there is no evil
we are not capable of, even while we pur-
pofe daing good, if we have no other
guide than an ignomnt devotion. .

.§ have the honour ta be, &c.

LET-



116 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,

LETTER XXVII .
TO THE ABBESS OF A MONASTERY.

My mos® REv. MoTHER,

FR OM the narrative which you have
‘' fent me, it appears that you cannot
conveniently take vigorous meafures. . If
your Nuns are become diflipated, and they
lead you as they pleafe, there s an end of”
ell rule. Diflipation, and efpecially the
Parlour, are the ruin of all Convents of
Nuns.  RecolleCtion and application
only can preferve order in the different
Communities, ‘The Cloifter is: an in-
fupportable yoke, while the world is to be
feen, and the more frequent opportunities
the Nuns have of converfing, the more they
- muft become difgufted with their condition.

I fuppofe that you frequently aflemble
your Community, and, like a good mother
who loves her children, {peak the ef-
fufions of your heart to them, upon the
neceflity of fulfilling their duties. 1
would then have you to endeavour to per-
fuade them, that your confcience re-
proaches you for your ill-placed lenity;
and that if you are obliged to appear
more fevere, it is becaufe you have a
foul to be faved.

‘When
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When your Nuns find that you are not
governed by any harfhnefs of temper, but
bya dread of failing in your duty to God,
they will hearken-to you with refpe&, or
will be of the number of the foolith Virgins
who have neither oil nor light in their
lamps to go and meet the bridegroom.
This would be the moft affeting mif-
fortune that could happen; and then,
when you have exhaufted every refource
which prudence and charity ditate, you
muft employ the lawful authority og a2
Superior to reform them. '
. Buy, ‘my reverend Mother, I prefume

that you will not have occafion to come to
this extrernity. They will murmur againft
ou for fome time, but the anger of Nuns
paficth like a fhower, provided there be,
no cabals nor parties; but then God
only can difpel them. :
It is difficult. to refift a Superior, who

prays, begs and humbles herfelf; who em-~
ploys tears, rather than reproaches, toaffet
and perfuade. Ah! I'with to God-that this
was the ordinary language of all Abbefles!
But alas! there are too many, who, intoxi-.
cated with chimerical rank, without merit,
but having a great deal of caprice and
haughtinefs, live apart from their Nuns,
and pafs much of their time at their toilets,
and in the parlour. Thefe are foolifh
Virgins - (yet perhaps they do not deferve
that name), who are the ruin and fcandaé
Q
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of Communities, and abide in them only
like wafps in a hive, to devour the honey
and to breed confufion. :

In atking myadvice, Madam, you have
impofed upon me z fevere tafk, for I have
no talent for dire®ting, Nuns efpe-
cially. I think like our Father St. Fran-
cis, pardon my fincerity, who faid, zbaz
God bas debarred us from Baving wives, that
we may be in,/j'pired with a defire of being re-
kigious ; but I am afraid the Devil bas given
s Stfters to torment as. He knew how dif-
ficult it is to dire& Nuns, although there
arefome among them exceedingly docile,
and of exceflent underfartdings ;—there
is not even a fmgle Commnunity i which
there are not fome worthy, of the. higlreft
encomiums. : o

After all this, Madam, T muft beg of
you not to addrefs me again upon.this fub-
Je&; and the rather, becaufe I have not
time to anfwer you, amd that F can fay no- -
thing better than what your rules tell
you. Talk but little with your Directors,
and a great deal with God, and peace will
flourith again in your Abbey. I withit
on your own account, and for the' honour
of religion, being with all poflible re-
fpect, &ec.

. Rome, 1othof Nov. 1730,

LET-
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LETTER XXIX.

TO THE ABBE LAMI, PERIODICAL WRITER
AT FLORENCE.

'Y Always read your writings with plea-
X fure, my dear' Abb¢, but I with you
would always give the reafons of your cen-
fures. Inftead of faying, for example, tbat
e Pyle of fuch a work is incorreél; thas
there are trifles which disfigure the beauty
of the book; you fhould plainly fhew it.
Rules have always need of examp'es. -

How would you have an author correct
himfelf, and the Public adopt your man-
ner of judging, if you only cenfure vaguely,
and do not point out the place where the
writer has forgot himfelf ?

There is hardly any book of which it may
not be faid, thatit contains fome carelefs or
affe¢ted exprefions. When you fpeak in
general, it gives room to believe that you
have only glanced your eye over the work
of which you are giving an account, and

.that you are in hafte to get rid of the
trouble.

Another omjffion is, your not fhewing
the beft parts of the work. The good
tafte of the Journalift (Reviewer) requires
that he fhould be attentive to this. If a
work is not worth the trouble of reading,
it is better not to announce it at all, than

to
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to rail at the Writer. It is illiberal to abufe
a work merely to make the Public merry at
the expence of the Author, '
" It were to be withed that Rome would
adopt the practice of Paris, and that we
thould have feveral periodical fheets ap-
pear fucceffively. We have only a mife-
rable Diario (Journal), which contains nos
thing but infipid ftuff, without the leaft in-
ftruttion. The duty of an enlightened
Reviewer is both neceflary and honourable,
in a country where letters are cultivated.
Nobody knows better than I do ‘what a
country owes to a Writer who ties himielf
down to give an analyfis of the books that
are printed, every week, or every month,
to make known the genius of the nation. It
is the leaft expenfive, and the moft com-
pendious method of extending knowledge,
and of teaching to judge foundly.

I fhould have no idea of the ftate of lite-
rature in France, if .it- were not for the
French Journals, which my friends are fo
obliging as to fend me. When they are
fevere without fatire, exact without trifling,
juft and never partial, they difcharge their
duty to the fatisfaction of the Public.
Mine is compleat, every time that I can
renew to you the {entiments of ¢fteem and
affetion with which
' ' Iam, &c.
Rowme, 2d, March, 17 s0.

L ET-
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LETTER XXX
TO COUNT &%=

T is incredible, my deareft friend, how.
much your three vifits have comforted
my foul ;- - the tears you fhed in my pre-
fence, the confeflion you made to me, in
joining your cheek to mine, while you
prefled my kand, and protefted that you
would never forget the anxiety with which
I endeavoured to find you out ; the affect-
ing manner in which you promifed me to
amend your paft life, and endeavour fe-
rioufly to re-enter into favour with God,
can never be effaced from my memory nor
from my heart. -I always faid to myfelf,
“ He hath bad a chriftian education—-he
will return to his duty;-—I fhall fee him
again; his wanderings are but a ftorm,
which will difperfe.” God be prailed, the
calm is returned !---It is not to me, but to
him alone, that you fhould be thankful.
Since you wifh that I fhould lay down
a plan to guide you, I fhall fimply trace
out fuch an one asmy weak underftanding
but ftrong friendfhip infpires:---it fhall be
thort. The Commandments of God, thofe:
firft and fublim: laws, from whence all
others are derived, may be reduced to a
few words. Precepts that are clear and
Vou. L .G . foundrd

-\I/
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founded upon reafon, as well as happinefs,
have no need of commentary or differ-

tation. .
_ Read every morning the parable of the
Prodigal Son ;-—repeat the Pfalm Miferere,
with an humble and contrite heart ;---
That may ferve for prayer. Read fome
religious bools in the courfe of the day,
not like a flave to finifh his tafk, but asa
child of God who returns to his Father,
and hopes every thing from his mercy:
and that it may not difguft you, your
reading need not be long. Acquire the
* habit of going to Mafs, as often as you
can, but never fail on Sundays and Fefti-
vals ;—-ail:ft there like a fuppliant who

beggeth pardon, with hopes to obtain it.
Make it a duty to fcatter fome charities
every day into tbe bofoms of the poor, that
you may repair the wrongs you have done
them, in fquandering on criminal pleafures
and fuperfluities what was due to them.
Renounce thofe companions who have
eftranged you from God, from yourfelf,
and from your true friends; and form
fuch new connections as honour, decency,
and religion, may ayow. It is eafy to
difmifs debauched aflociates, without af-
fronting them. Speak openly to them of
" the plan of life you mean to purfue; pro-
pofe to them to follow it; talk to them
only of regretting the paft, and forming
good refolutions for the future, and the_{
A\
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will foon difappear; or, if they rewrn, it
‘will be a proof that they have altered
| their conduét ; and then, inftead of fhun-
ning them, receive them with more plea-
fure than ever.

Walk often, left retirement fhould make
ou grow melancholy ; and provide, if pof-
zble, fome perfon ripened by experience,
or fome virtuous young man, for a com-

nion. Walk alone as feldom as can be v
avoided, and efpecially in thefe beginnings,
while your refolutions are not well confirm-
ed. It may happen, that by giving way to

- vague thoughts youmay foon grow tired of
yourfelf ; and again relapfe into your for-
mer courfe of life.

Read fome agreeable but inftructive
book to entertain yourfelf in virtuous
chearfulnefs. Melancholy is the wreck of .
young people who are employed about
their converfion :---they are always draw-
ing a parallel between the diflipated life
they have led, and the ferious life which is
prefcribed them; and they end with re-
turning to their former courfes.

Take an exat account of your debts
end your income, and by your ceconomy
you will find wherewithal to pay your cre-
ditors. A man is always rich, when he
15 in the habit of depriving himfelf of #
indulgences ; as he is alway poor while he -
refufes himfelf nothing,

G 2 You
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v*  You fhould fettle an annuity. for ki,

= (,-o t’\{pon the woman you have feduced, that!
[#-v8-\want may not oblige her to continue. 63|
{L.r!— irfegular life; but upon condition that:
r fhe goes to a diftance from you:---an-
nounce your intentions in writing, .beg-

) ! ging .pardon for having feduced her,
4‘4._*}‘ and conjuring her to forget the creature,
that fthe may .be more attached to her

Creator
When opportunities.offer .of enjoyings
] little fociety, -do not refufe them, becaufe’
/ you'may be properly employed there; and
becaufe-you will be {ecured from the raillery
' of the world, which feeks to ridicule piety.
Dre(s like the reft of .the world, accord-
ing to .your rank of life, without being
- either too foppifth or too negligent. True
religion fhuns extremes ;-—-it 1s-only whea
conterfeited, that men affett a flovenly
drefs, a declining head, an auftere counte-
nance, and a whining tone.
Difmifs the fervants who were accom-
plices in your intrigues, and the fharers
© in your guilt ; although, after having ex-
pofed them to fcandal, it would be proper
to fet them a good example, yet it is to be
dreaded, from their knowing your weak-
nefs, that they may lay fnares to lead you
. back into the road to perdition. You are ;
till young eriough to fecure your heart |
with proper guards and fences. ‘
You fhould li~e with your new domeftics, |
: whofe |
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10fe abilities and fidelity have been pro-
fly recommended to you, as a mafter
10 knows the duties of humanity ; as a
miftian who knows that we are all equal
the fight of God, notwithftanding the
equality of conditions ;—-you will fet
em nonc but good examples; watch
er their manners, without being either
tyrant or a {py; and attach them to
w1 by your gentlenefs and by your kind-
:ffles. Nothing can. be fo flattering as to
nder thofe happy who live with us..

I exhort you to vifit the Chapel in the
fide of the Chartreux, which was built
y the order of Cardinal Cibo, whofe me-
lory I refpect. Rather than mix his afhes
ith thofe of his illuftrious progenitors,
hich reft in (u:perb monuments, he would
¢ interred in-the midft of his domeftics,
hofe epitaphs he made, contenting him-
If only with thefe words, full of humi-
ty, Hic jacet Cibo, vermis immundus*..

This tomb is abfolutely hidden from
ie fight of men; but God to whom all
ings are known, will make it manifeft
: the laft day, which will be a fad reproach
) thofe proud men who are vain. even in
eir coffins. .. pd mge t F 0 L -
You mutft think of taking fome charge
pon you which will give you employment.
Ve always do amifs when we dO/xothing.

P ' e

s b NEg T s

ML SN 0 ,'4,-'
* Hege lies Cibo, an"unclean worm.

w0 G g™ 7T T"Examine
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Examine your mind, confult your tafte, afk
your foul, but, above all, addrefs yourfelf
to God, that you may know what is fit for ’
you, whether civil or military. The life
of an Ecclefiaftic is by no means proper
for you. We ought not to carry into the
Sanftuary the remains of a heart ftained
by a commerce with the world, unlefs the
will of God is manifefted in an extraordi-
nary manner; which is very rare, and
much more to be admired than imitated.
Your friends will think next of mar-
rying you, and it is my advice not to defer
1t tco long. Marriage, when made with
purity of heart, preferves young people
trom a multitude of hazards; but do not -
reckon upon my choofing a wife for you.
From the moment I embraced my profef-
fion, 1 promifed to God that I would never
meddle in marriages or teftaments. A
Monk is a man buried, who ought not to
fhew any figns of life but for things pure-
ly {piritual, becaufe the foul never dies.
Your relation, with whom I have hap-
pily reconciled you, is a man of fenfe, ho-
nefty, and integrity, and in a fituation to
marry you properly. Religion and reafon
ought to be confulted more than inclina-
tion, in an eftablithment that is to laft for
life. We rarely fee marriages happy, which
have no other motive than love. That
paflion does wonders in poetry and romance,

but in real life produces no good effect.
AN
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- Tdo not fpeak to you of your expences,
nor of your table. With fuch principles
as I lay down, they muft be moderate.
Invite frequently fome virtuous friend to
| _dinner. I do not like to fee you alone,
and I recommend to you to be fo as little
s poffible, except when you are at your
prayers or reading ;—it 15 not good for man

E 1o be alone, faith the Scripture.
' Do not go to your eftate but now-and-

then. If you take up your refidence in the
country at this time, you will bury your
ood refolutions, as well as your education.
, ural focieties lead only to diflipation ; and
however little they are frequented, the ef-
fet is, that you forget what you knew,
and become ruttic, illiterate, and clownith.
Hunting, love, and wine, too often be-
. come the paftimes of men who live con-
ftantly in the country. Towns polifh the
manners, adorn the mind, and prevent the
foul from gathering ruft. Do not be fcru-
puloufly exact about the hour of rifing or
going to bed. Order is neceffary in all
ranks, but conftraint and formality too of-
ten produce narrow-mindednefs.

If you look upon religion in the great,
as it ought to be viewed, you will not find
in it the puerilities of trifling devotion.
Never open thofe myftical or apocryphal
books which, under pretence of.nourifhing
piety, amufe the foul with infignificant cere-
monies, leaving the mind without light,

4 and
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and the heart without compunétion. ~ True
Dewvofion, written by the celebrated Mura-,
tori, will preferve you from all the dangers
of a miftaken credulity. I advife you to
read that work 2gain and again ; and you =
will profit by it. .
Do not receive indifcriminate counfels’;
for in the difeafes of the foul, as in thofe
of the bedy, every ene offers his advice.
-Avoid the hypocrite as well as the diffi-
pated; both the one and the other will
hinder ycu from arriving at the pcint we
propefe. I will not lock upon you as a
convert, till you have been a long time
proved. It is not eafy to pafs from liber-
tinifm to the pradlice of virtue :-- it is for
that reafon that 1 recommend, for your
Dire@or, the good Francifcan, who was
your Father’s fgriend, and is mine. He is
an excellent guide in fpirituals ; and if he
keeps you fome time before you are ad-
mitted to the participation of the holy
myfteries, it is becaufe he would be affured,
with reafon, that you are changed, and
follow the conftant pradtice of the Church.
Do not be afraid of his feverity ;---he
will join the tendernefs of a father to the
fteadinefs of a wile diretor :---he will not
opprefs you with attentions to externals,
as lefs knowing Confeflors generally do.
If you have finned through pride, he
will point outto you the means of hum-
bling yourfelf : --if through (enfualitg,
e
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ewill prefcribe remedies to mortify you ;
linking, with reafon, that the wounds of
ie foul are not to be healed by repcating
ayers in hafte, but by labouring to reform
¢ heart. The generality of Sinners, for
ant of this method, palfs their lives in of-
nding God, and then confefling.

Above all things, let there be no excefs
your piety ; take no violent courfes ; they
11 be the means of your relapfing.
Behold, my dear fon, my deareft friend,
1at I thought my duty to fketch out for
u. Icould notufe more tendernefs, if
u were my own. You will make me die
th grief, if the refolutions you fo lately
tered into, inmy prefence, fhould vanith.
‘hat encourages meis, that you are a man
truth, that you love me, and are fully.
nvinced that I fincerely with yeu well;
d in the laft place, that you have found
liforderly life to be an affemblage of vex-
on, torment, and remorfe.
Hearken to the voice of a Father crying
you from the bottom of the tomb, that
are is no happinefs in this world but for
: friends of God, and charging you to
ep the prorife,you formerly made to
n, of living, with the help of heaven,
: life of a good Chriftian. o
I am a greatdeal more attached to you

in to myfelf.
ConvenT of the HoLy ArosTLes,
20 Nov. 1750,

Gs "P. 8.



86 LETTERS OF GANGANELLL
P_S. 1 fhall certainly reconcile you to-
all your family, except perhaps the Mar-.
chionefs of R#*%, who is too much a
devotee ever to pardon you. Iexpet you
to drink chocolate on Saturday, and to
communicate a letter to you from poor
Sardi, an old fervant of your mother, who
is really in want. You do not require
much time to come from Viterbo to Rome,
e}'pecially if you have horfes wbhich can go
00, .

ajoot.

B L L ey
.LETTERXXXI.

‘TO PRINCE SAN SEVERO, A NEAPOLITAN.

My Lorp, _
BEG to prefent my moft humble thanks
to you for the great civilities you
fhewed M. Wefler upon the recommenda-
tion of fo inconfiderable a man as my-
felf, who do not rank either with the great
or the learned. He is exceedingly vain of
fo flattering a reception, He talks with
enthufiafm of all that you have thought of
for promoting natural philofophy, and the
honour of Philofophers. There are always
new difcoveries to be made equally ufeful
and curjous.
' Naples
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" Naples is the moft proper town in the
. world to exercife the genius of the learned.
* It prefents on all hands phenomena of
- every kind, which engage the attention,
' Its mountains, its caverns, its ftones, its
' vaters, and, if we may ufe the expref-
fon, the fire with which it is penetrated,
ure fo many objects to be examined.

I am not at all furprifed, that the King
himfelf is flattered with your labours an
your {uccefs. - Every Monarch who knows
his own glory, knows how much the cre-
dit of the learned is refleéted back upon +
him, when he prote@isthem. If thofe Ge-
niufes who are capable of great things were
encouraged among us, Italy would fee great
men of every kind {pring up from her bo-
fom once more. The feeds of talents ftill
remain ;-—they want only to be cherifhed,
to flourifh with magnificence.

But the Artifts now begin to lofe that
creative genius which worked wonders..
Their beft pi¢tures and beft ftatues are only
like copies: we may fay, that they force
the pencil to work in fpite of itfelf. There
isa hardnefs in the drawing, inftead of
that fweet foftnefs which is admired in our
firt Painters; and we abfolutely want
that expreflion which is the foul of paint-
ing, :

gWe are more rich in Writers. We have
ftill fome, who for energy of ftyle, and
beauty of images, may be placed by qtilf. .

. R
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fide of the Ancients; fuch as the Abbé
* Buona-Fede, of the Order of Celeftines.
This is an obligation which we owe to
our language. By itscharms it engages us .
to the culture of letters, as you by your
talents engage all the world to tell you,
that there is nothing more flattering than to
be able to affure you of the refpect and ad-
miration with which, &ec.
Roue, 17th Jan. 1750.

FEE24EH 2442444244444
LETTER XXXIIL

‘TO ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, A FRIAR, AP-
: POINTED PROVINCIAL.

IGNITIES affe&t me fo little, that}
have not courage to pay my com-
pliments to thofec who are invefted with
them. It is an additional fervitude which .
muft be added to human mifery, and the
more to be dreaded, as it expofes us tn
pride. Man is fo wretchedly filly as to deck
himfelf with trifling honours, which are
mere outfide thow, and forget an immortal
. foul to feed upon chimerical prerogatives,
which laft only a few days. Even in the
Cloifter, where all ought to be difintereft-
ednefs, felf-denial, and humility, we are
as vain of fome preferments, as if we had

the command-ofF kingdorms.
I make



CLEMENT XIV. 8

I make thefe reflections the more willing-
ly to you, becaufe your turn of mind fets
you above all honours, and you have on-
ly acquired authority to confer happinefs. -
I am convinced that you will perfeCtly
temper feverity with gentlenefs; that a
cloud will never be feen on your counte-
nance, nor unevennefs in your temper;
that you will always be a brother to thofe
over whom you are become Superior ; that
you will endeavour to prefer them accord-
ing to their inclination and abilities; and
that you will employ no fpies, except to
difcover the merit of thofe who are too mo-
deft to letitappear.

Thus you will do yourfelf honour by
the mannerin which you will difcharge your
duty, and every one muft defire to fee and
detain you; whi'e there are fome Provin-
cials whofe vifits are dreaded like a tem-
peft. Above all things, take care, my dear

“friend, of the old men and the young peo-

ple, that the former may be fupported,
and the latter encouraged, as they ought to
be. Thefe are extremes which appear very
diftant, yet approach very near, fince
every young man grows older every inftant.
Obferve moderation inall your proceedings,
and think it much better to yield to an
excefs of mildnefs, than to give way to too
great feverity, - , :

Speak nobly of Religion, but let it be
well-timed ; for people avoid thofe who

. are
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are perpetually preaching. Jefus Chnft
did not make long difcourfes to his difci-
ples, but what he faid to them is zbe fpirst
and the life. Words have moft force,
when they are fhort and pointed. Let
there be no affeCtation in your manner;
there are people who imagine that every
thing ought to be formal about thofe in
power ; but thefe are little minds.

I will not mention duplicit}y, unfortu-
nately too much practifed by the Heads
of religious houfes. I flatter myfelf, from
the good opinion I have of your merit, that
you will not prefer a complaint againtt any
one, without having feveral times warned
him of your intention, or without previ-
oufly acquainting him. Be afraid of find-
ing any guilty, and when you meet fuch,
humble yourfelf by this refletion, that
man of himfelf is incapable of doing an
good. Be communicative, for we lofe
much of the good-will of thofe we govern,
by difgufting coldnefs. In a word, be your-
felf what you wifthed a Provincial to be,
when you was an Inferior. But we too of-
ten exa&t from others, what we ourfelves are
not inclined to give. Diftinguifh the faults
by the motives and circumftances; "and
know, that though there are fome which
ought to be punifhed, there are others which
ought not to be feen, becaufe every man
has his imperfections.

Have
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Have few confidents; but when you
make any, let it not be by halves; for
they will divine the reft, and are not ob-
liged to be fecret. Be fure to have no
predile&tion in favour of one rather than
another, except on account of fuperior me-
rit. You are then authorifed by the ex-
ample of Chrift himfelf, who teftified a
particular affetion for St. Peter and St.
John.

Finally, pafs into the Houfes like a be-
neficent dew, fo that they fhall regret the
time when you leave your office, and fay
of you, Tranft benefaciendot.

Love me as I love you, and look upon
this letter as the tranfcript of my heart.

My compliments to our common friends,
efpecially our refpectable old man, whofe
good advice has been moft ufeful to me,
and to whom my gratitude is immortal.

Rowme, 3ift Jan. 1751.

TO MADAM THE MARCHIONESS R¥%#

Mapawm, .

T is undoubtedly very diftrefling to
your dear relation M. the Count, that
. you

1 He fcattered bleflings as he paffed,
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you will not be reconciled to him, not-
withftanding his vifit, and the humble and
affeCting letter he has written to you.

Is it thus God Almighty deals with us 2
What will the world think of your piety,
when they fee you fo exafperated as to
rejeét the prodigal fon? For my part,
Madam, who have not your virtue, I flew
. to him as foon as I knew that he was gone
aftray, and I hope that God will reward
. me forit.

You are always repeating, Madam, that
he has loft a great deal of money, and that
he isa bad man. But what is even the
lofs of gold, that you fhould fo much
regret it? You ought only to be grieved
at the abufe of fo many good qualities as
he poffeffes ; and think, if he is really a bad

man, that he has more need than ever of

advice, and the example of the truly good.

It is having a very bad idea of religion,
to forfake a young man becaufe he has
gone aftray.

Ah ! how do you know, Madam, that
this bad man will not next day be accept-
able in the fight of God, while your fer-
vices may by no means pleafe lim ? For

v

truly one grain of pride is fufficient -

to {poil the beft ations. The Pharifee
who fafted two days in the week was re-
jeted; and tie Publican who humbled

himfelf was juftified.
Charity,
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Charity, with regard to all men, is al-
ways charity; this I fhall never ceafe to
repeat, as perfe@tly agreeable to the mo-
rals taught in every Chriftian fchool, and
from all pulpits.

If the mercy of God depended upon
certain devotées, finners would be much
to be pitied :—falfe devotion knows no-
thing but an exterminating zcal; while
God, full of patience, gentlenefs, and for-
bearance, waits the amendment of all
thofe who have gone aftray.

Even the blood of Chnft implores your
forgivenefs; and itis not having a proper re-
fpet for him, to refufe your dear relation
admittance into your houfe. How do you
know, Madam, but that his falvation de-
pended upon thofe very faults of which
he now repenteth 7 God frequently per-
mits great diforders to awaken men out of
a lethargy. You are not ignorant that
there is more joy in Heaven over one fin-
ner that repenteth, than over minety and
nine juft perfons -that mced no repentance.
Befides, will you continue your refent-
ment while the angels rejoice ? That
would be a fhocking fort of piety, in-
deed!

I twemble for every devotés who be- -
haves with fuch rigidity; for -God Al-
mighty himfelf aflures ws, that he will
treat us as we have treated others, Be fo
good as to read the Epittle of St. Paul to

Philemon,
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Philemon, on the fubje& of Onefimus,
and there you will know, Madam, whe-
ther you ought to pardon.

Itis not for us to decide, whether the
heart of a man who appears to have enter-
ed ferioufly into himfelf is truly changed.
Befides,. as God alone can know the truth,
we ought to prefume that he has reformed.
Would you think it very juft in yourneigh-
bours, who are the witneffes of your good
works, if they fuppofed that you acted only
from pride ? Letusleave to the Searcher of
all’hearts to pronounce what are the motives
of our a&tions.—The brother of the prodi-
gal fon is condemned in the eyes of reli-

ion and humanity, for not being proper-
%y affectéd at his return. ‘

If I was your Ghoftly Father, although
the diretion of confciences is neither ana-
logous to my kbowrs nor inclination, in
order to appeafe your anger, I would en-
Join you to write to him who is {o hateful
in your fight—to fee him often, and
even on the condition of forgetting what
is paft.

If our piety is to be regulated by whim,
virtue is only a phantom; and I certainly
prefume, that yours has charity for its
foundation, for I never judge unfavour-
ably of my neighbour.

If my letter, contrary to my intention,
appears a little fevere, I beg you will
think I fpeak in fuch a manner, (s on

\}Q\T
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¥ ©ur relation’s account, than your ownj;
~Or your falvation depends upon it.  'Will
y ou not pardon him, when you have rea-
-<on to prefume that God Almighty hath
E>ardoned him ? I cannot think it.

I'have the honour to be, with refpect, &c.

Rome, sth February, 1751,

$54324 P44 L4 9PY
LETTER XXXIV. _7Zs

TOTHECHEVALIER DE CABANE.

SR, .

OU perfevere, then, in your intention

of burying yourfelf at La Trappe,
and to put it out of my power to addrefs
you in future, but by writing your epi-
taph ? Since it is your determination, I will
not perfit in oppofing you, becaufe you
have been long tried, and are not of an age
to take any inconfiderate ftep.

The world will laugh at you, but pray
what do they not laugh at? I know no
perfon, no work, no proceeding of any
kind, nor even a virtue, without its cen-
furers. This fhould be a confolation to
the religious Orders for the hatred the
world bears them, and the contempt with
which they are fpoken of. ,

: T
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. Too great encomiums were made upon
the religious Orders when they were firft
inftituted, and fome counterpoife was ne-
ceflary to preferve their humility. The
Founders had the beft intentions in form-
ing the different inftitutions in the boforn
of the Church; and even the habits which
they gave their Difciples, though reckon-
ed by the world fantaftical, prowve their
wifdom and their piety. They thought
thefe habits a means of preventing the Re-
l{?ous from mixing with the Seculars, and
of excluding them from profane aflemblics.
It was natural for men who embraced a
kind of life quite different from the cuf
g.?rns of the werld, to wear particular ha-
1ts.
Thus, then, theyare juftified upon that
head. Ah! how eafy would it be to
apologize for the reft, if I was not of the
profeflion myfelf! Rcad their rules, ex-
amine their cuftoms, and it is impoffible
not to acknowledge, that all which is re-
-commended, and all that is obferved in the
Cloifters, leads to God.
If they have degenerated fince their firft
inftitution, it is becaufe man is naturally
weak, and at the end of a certain time the
Freateft fervour muft relax. But nothing
candalous ever became a rule among the
religious Orders ; there are fome in every
houfe who declare againft all . kinds of
irregularities and excefles.
. They
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They who rail continually againft the
Monks, who wifh to take their poffef-
fions from them, and to banith them from
every State, are certainly ignorant of their
being called into the different Kingdoms
by the Kings themfelves, who endowed
them, and loaded them with benefadions.
They muft be ignorant, that if the founda-
tions of Kings are not facred, there is no
longer any thing in the world that
fthould be fpared; and that, in fhort, the
Monks, whom they fo inveigh againft, have
gained by the {weat of their brows, by their
watchings, and by their labours, the
bread which nouritheth them.

Their pretended rapacioufnefs is only
pcalumny.  The Benedictines acquired their
property by cultivating the country and
the Lord’s vineyard, at a time when igno-
rance and corruption made the greateft de-
vaftation. The firft difciples of St. Do-
minick, of St. Francis d’Aflife, and St.’
Francis de Paul, atked nothing from Kings,
while they had th:ir moft perfe&t confi-
dence, and could obtain every thing; as
may bz proved by their indigence.

I know there are Monafteries which by
their mifcondué have often made a refor-
mation neceflary ; but neither the Mo-
naftic rules nor the Founders deferve to
be blamed. A man who livesin a Cloifter
according to their rules, cannot but ex-
cite the efteem and deferve the attach-

ment
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ment of all good men. For what isa
true Monk but a Citizen of Heaven, who
values not this world, who makes a facri-
fice of his will and his fenfes to God him-
felf, in the perfon of his Superior, and
who continually witheth for the coming
of the Lord;—who inftru&s and edifies
for the good of his neighbour ;— who
.fhews ina chearful countenance the joys of
..a good confcience, and the charms ofy vir-
tue ;—~who prays, who labours, who ftudies
forhimlelf, and for his brethren;—who lays
himfelf at the feet of the whole world by
his humility, but isexalted above all men
by the fublimity of his hopes and his de-
fires ;—who poffefleth nothing but a foul in
peace ;—who witheth for nothing but hea-
ven ;—who liveth only to die, and dieth
to live again to all eternity.,

Behold what you are to be, my deareft
Sir, the rules of your Order excepted,
fince by the obfervance of them you will
have no further commerce with mankind.
That is the only thing which gives me
pain, becaufe I love that we fhould be
ufeful to our neighbour,

Time, which is an oppreffive load to
the generality of men, will be no burden
to you. Every minute will feem a ftep
towards Heaven; and night itfelf will be
to you as light as day, from the com-
merce you will hold withGod.  Ef nox fi-
cut dies illuminabityr.,

You
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You will not hear the bell which calls
youto fervice, only as a bell, but as the
voice of God;—you will not obey the
Abbé fimply as a man, but as one who'
holds the place of Jefus Chrift, and who
will {peak to you in his name ;—you will
not look upon penance as a flavery which
muft not be difpenfed with, but as a holy
pleafure which will be your delight.

You will omit none of the fmalleft rules
which fubdue the fpirit, and oppofe the
will; for a Monk cannot preferve the fer-
vour of devotion, but by prattifing ex-
altly whatever is recommended: thus
you will preferve the liberty of the chil-
dren of God, by doing voluntarily and
with pleafure whatever may be required
" fromyou as a duty of obligation.

I fhall be happy to fee you according to
your promife, having no greater fatisfac-
tion than to find myIelf with the true fer-
vants of God, efpecially as in thefe days
they are extremely rare.

I can add nothing, but that I am, &c,

Roms, 15th March, 17351,

LET-



100 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,

LETTER XXXV
TO THE BISHOP OF SPOLETTO.

My Lorbp,

HAT your lordfhip wrote to me
on the fubje@ of the relics of
Saints, does honour to your difcernment
and to your religion. There are two rocks
to be fhunned by all true Catholics ; —that
of believing too much, and that of not be-
lieving enough. If we were to give credit
_ to all the ftories told of the relics which
are fhewn in every country, we muft fre-
quently {uppofe that a Saint had ten heads,
or ten arms.

This abufe, which has procured us the
name of fuperftitious, has happily only
taken root among the ignorant. Thank
Heaven, it is well known-in Ttaly, (and the
Clergy repeat it often enough) that there
is nothing abfolutely neceflary but the
mediation_of Jefus Chrift ; and that of
the Saints, as the Council of Trent hath
- formally declared, is only good and ufeful.

The relics of the Blefled deferve all our
veneration, a¢ precious remains which will
onz day b: glorioufly revived; but while
we honour them, we acknowledge that
they have no virtuz in themfelves, and
that it is Jefus Chrift, of whom they are

in
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n fome fort fragments, and the Holy
Ghoft, of whom they are the true temples,
Who communicate to them a heavenly im-
preffion capable of working great wonders.

Notwithftanding this, the attention to
the worfhip due to God is but too often
taken off by that which is paid to Saints.
Hence that wife order was given in
Rome, never to place relics upon ‘the altar
where the wvenerabile (the holy facrament)
is depofited, left they fhould divide the at-
tention-of the people. -

Our religion, which is fo fpiritual and
fublime, is unjuftly accufed of countenan-
<ing abufes of which there is not the leaft
veftige to be found in the Cathedrals, or
old Monafteries. :

If men will condefcend to hearken to
the ignorant, who do not feek inftruction,
there is not a ftatue but has fpoken, nor
a faint who has not rifen from the dead, -
wor a dead perfon whofe apparition has
notbeenfeen ; but the enemies of the Ca-
tholic religion falfely impute to the Church
of Rome the apocryphal Yats to which
fuperflition daily gives vent. It is ufe-
lefs to preach to the people on that fub-
Jjet ;—they do not eafily recover from
‘their obftinacy, when they perfuadethem-
felves of fomething contrary to the doc~
xrines of the whole Church.

I lately obliged an Englifhman to allow,
that the Proteftants make it their bufinefs

Voi. 1, H o
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to charge us conftantly with abfurdities,
which we reject, and that they havea very.
unfair method of judging us.

Italy always had fhining Paftors, who.
lamented the credulity of weak minds, and
the incredulity of Free-thinkers. It is not.
frcm the credulity of the common people
that 3 fenfible man would judge of the

“faith of -a -.country ; but from the tenets
which are taught in their catechifmms, or in
their public inftruttions.

It would bevery,extraordinary, if Rome,
the fovereign and mother of all the
churches—that Rome, the centre of truth
and unity, fhould teach abfurdities. My
Tord, fhe is juftly vindicated in the work
you ient me. Iadvife you to publifhit, to
ftop the mouths of the enemies of the Holy
See ; and to inform the whole world, that
if there are perhaps more fuperftitions in

- Italy than elfewhere, it is becaufe the peo-
ple have a more lively imagination, and
confequently are more ready to catch
without refletion at every thing that is
prefented to their minds. Take care of
your health, notwithftanding the zeal which
confumes you, and deign to believe me to
be, with infinite refpect,

L My Lord, &ec.
Roms, s7th May, 1751,

LET-
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LETTER XXXVL
“TO CARDINAL QUIRINL

Meost EMINENT,
T YHE work I have been reading by
3 your order, is one of the pro-
ductions of this age, where there are
" more paradoxes than reafonings, more ob-
I jeCtions than folutions, more raillery than
proof, more heat than light, more furface
than depth. Superficial readers will praife
it highly, ‘but men of fenfe will think of
it contemptibly ; yet as they make the
A{malleft number, it is a book which will
gain reputation, and make a noife.

Few people know how to value a work,
df they are pleafed with the ftyle, they give
'-their'fuﬁ'mﬁe in its favour, and admire in
-extafy, without reflecting that the colour-
-ing is the leaft merit of a picture.

It muft be allowed, my Lord, that we

_ live in a whimfical age, There never
was lefs religion, but it was never more
the {ubjet of converfation ;—there never
was more wit,nor wasever wit moreabufed.
Men would know every thing, yet,ftudy
sothing ; they decide upon every thing,
but fift nothing to the bottom.

It is not to recriminate, that Icry out
“againft theage. They may abufe Priefts,
and welcome,="T'is only for their abufe

Ha of
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.of religion that I reproach them. They
may have reafon when they complain of
our too great numbers, as well as of our
taking the vows at too early an age in a
profeflion that is tolaft for life : neverthe-
lefs it is neceffary to engage early, without
which we canmot enter into the fpirit of
any profeflion. -

If many of our paftors would fairly
examine themfelves, they would admit,
that by their haughtinefs and diffipation
they have given room for murmurings and
complaints. ‘Wherefore diffemble what
all the world knows? But it is unjuft to
make a whole fraternity anfwerable for
every one of its individuals, and to con-
fider the fault of one man as the fault
of the whole. ‘The fin of a brother is not
like original fin, common to all.

You fee, my Lord, that I take ample
advantageof theliberty yourEminencyhath
allowed me, to let my pen run on various
fubjects, when I have the ineftimable hap-
pinefs of writinztoyou. You know, that
being of the Order of St. Benedi&, we
have not:always leifure to keep one objet
in view. It isonly the attachment and
refpe&t due to you which we never lofe
fight of, and it is with that double fen-
timent that I am

Your Eminency’s, 8c.

Reyz, 3d July, 1751,

LET-
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LETTER XXXVIL

TO THEREV. FATHER SIGISMOND; OF FER-
RARA, GENERAL OF THE CAPUCHINS.

Most Rev. FATHER,
. AAM  extremely thankful that your
. apoftolical progrefs has not. hindered
: z:u from remembering me.. I withIcould
ve accompanied you, . as [am convinced
thatonfucha journeyIfhould have received
both inftruction and edification.. I fhould
have admired with-yon, how much the fa-
mily of our holy Founder is increafed,
and with whatrichnefs the virtues are per-
petuated in your Order.

There is not a good which the Capu-
chin Fathers- have not done, and there is
not an evil with which they can be re-
" proached: The alms given them are a
falary juftly due ; for they labour with
ind:gttigable zeal both in town and
country for the fupport of Religion, and
propagation of the Faith. The four quar-
ters of the world have Capuchins ; they
are prote€ted even by the moft barbarous
princes, and are beloved by all nations.

Iexecuted the commifiion you charged
me with, at the proper time. Ihad pro-
mifed, and my promifes are inviolable;
as I confider fuch obligations to be 2
duty both of religionand morality. .

. our
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Your garden, my moft reverend Father,
is always one of my favourite walks. 1
prefer it to the moft magnificent parks:
it feemsto breathe an air uninfeted by the
depravity of thetimes. . C

I have the honour to be, my moft Rev.

Father, with all poffible veneration, &¢,
ConvenT of the HoLy Arostiks,

7 Auguft, 1751,
S I S S S I I S
LETTER XXXVIIIL

TO MADAM B*#* A VENETIAN

Mapawm, :
. OU do me too mueh honour in
. afking my opinion of your admi-
rable tranflation of Locke. Isit pofiible,
that in a town plunged as deep in plea-
fures as it is in water, a perfon ef your
rank fhould apply herfelf to the depths
of Metaphyfics ? It is an eminent proof,
that our foul difengages itfelf from the
fenfes, when it would fhake off matter;
and confequently, muft be incorporeal.

I have read over and over again, with
the ftri¢teft attention, the ineftimable ma-
nufcript where you have fo nobly difplayed
the beauties of our language, and with fo

much elegance have changed the parcheg
, fiel
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field of Philofophy into an agreeable par-
terre.  The Englith- Philofopher would
be vain, if he could fee himfelf drefs'd
an fuch elegant Italian. 3

- I wifh, if it had been poflible,. that your
Ladyfhip had fupprefled that part of the
work where Locke "hints that matter may
“have a power of thinking: It is not like the
refletion of a Philofopher who has thought
deeply. 'The faculty of thinking cannot
be exercifed: but by a Bzing necefarily
endowed with fpiritual and intelle¢tual
powers. Matter can never have the pri-
vilege of thinking, any more than darknefs
can have the power of giving light ; both
the one and the other imply a contradic-
tion'; but men rather chufe to /peak ab-
Jurdly, than not to fay uncommon things.

I congratulate my country more than
ever, on its having a continued fucceffion
of -learned . women - in it,. It would be
* very proper to make a colletion of thofe
works which difplay their fingular abili-
ties. The tranflation-of Locke will hcld
one of the firft places; efpeciaily as
you have found the fecret of employing
the poetic ftyle frequently to fmoothe the
wrinkles of philofophy, which contraé®s
the brow, and whofe expeflion is neceffa-
rily hard and dry.

I entreat you, Madam, to print this
work, if it be only to convince Fo-
reigners, that fcience is ftill honoured

H 4 with
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with us, and that your fex is not fo trifling
as they are pleafed to imagine.

How could you fingle me out in that
croud, where my f{mall fhare of merit has
placed me } There are a number of Aca-
demicians, efpecially at Bologna, whofe
Jjudgment would have been more to be
depended on than mine. One is not a
Philofopher for having made profeffion of
it, and efpecially that of Scotss, whofe cap-
tious fubtilty is. nothing but a continual
wrangling. .

‘There 1s more fubftance in one page of
our Metaphyficians of the laft age, than
in all the books of Ariftotle and Scotus.
The fame, however, cannot be faid of
Plato ; who in. thefe days would have been
an excellent philofopher, and probably a
true Chriftian.

I find him full of matter and great views.
His refearches, without being obfcured by
the clouds which furrounded the Ancients,,
extended:-to the Deity himfelf.

I could have wifhed, Madam, that there
had not been that playing upon werds, in
the laft leaves of your tranflation, which
difgraces it. ‘'That which is of itfelf ma-
Jettic, has no occafion for trivial decora-
tions. Cicero would not be what he is,
had he written like Seneca. Pardon my
freedom, but you love truth ; and that
quality is greater in my eyes, than all
thofe which adorn you.

You
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You will work a great miracle, if you
excite a relifh for philofophy at Venice.
It is a country where there is a great fhare
of geniuseven among the mechanics ; but
pleafure is there, a fifth element, whichis
a bar: to emulation ; the people facrifice
their time and reft toit, except the order of
Senators; who are fo much employed, that
thiey: may be called the {laves of the na-
tien:. The people are always in gaiety,
even while they are at work. ButI per-
ceive that [am infenfibly {peaking of go--
vernment,. and- that letter will very
foon become guilty of leze-feremté, or.
bigh-treafon, againft the State. I know,
that the Moft Serene Republicis very fcru-
pulous about what relates to their ufages
and cuftoms, as well as to their Mws.

I will confine myfelf, therefore, Madam,
to telling you what willadmit of mo contra-
dition, and be quite conformable to
the fentiments of the whole Senate ; which-
is, that they cannot fufficiently aflure you
of the refpet due to your genius, your.
birth, or your- virtue, and with which I

ve the honour to be, &c.

Reme, 16th January, 1753:

LED-



110 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],

LETTER XXXIX.

" TO R.P. LOUIS, OF CREMONA, DIRECTOR
OF THE PIOUS SCHOOLS.

My REVEREND FATHER, ‘

model your preaching after Bour-
daloue, 1s to run the race of immor-
tality. We have occafion for an Orator
of your abilities and courage, to reform
the ftyle of our pulpits. In our fermons,
we are rather Poets than Orators ; and
unfortunately have very frequently more of
the Pantomime than the pathetic ; while the
word of God requires the nobleft elo-

quence, and, the greateft circum{pection.
f am charmed with the manner 1n which
ycu have tranflated fome volumes of
Bourdaloue. I do not doubt but our
Moft Holy Father will applaud your work
with tranfport ; for I know how much he
wifhes for a reformation in our Sermons.
He does not require that Italian eloquence
fhould become French ;—every language
has its turns and expreflions; but he
wifhes that they would {peak the language
of chriftians, which ought to be evange-
lical, and which fhould never be disfi-

gured.by burlefque.

The mouth of the preacher is truly the
mouth of God. Alas! then, what fhoullad
¢
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be' thought of him who can utter buffoone-
ries and trifles from the pulpit !

Whoever does not find in the Holy
Scriptures and the works of the Fathers
wherewithal to affect. his hearers, is not
worthy of mounting the pulpit. There
cannot be finer images otPlthe greatnefs
and mercy of God, than in the Pfalms
and {piritual Songs :—there cannot be more
affecting hiftories than thofe of -Jofeph, of «
Mofes, and of the Maccabees :—there
cannot be more ftriking examples of the
divine juftice, than the punifhment of
Nadab and Abihu, or of Belfhazzar, who
faw a dreadful hand writing in tre-
mendous characters his condemnation on
the wall. = - -

- In all the books of the world you can-
not find fuch ftrains of eloquence as the
refleCtions of Job : all attempts to pa- "~
raphrafe only enervate them. Delightful
- difcourfes may he compofed by fele¢ting
fome of the moft beautiful paflages in
-Scripture,and adapting them to the fubjet ;
St. Paul, the moft pathetic and fublime of ~
all Preachers, employed only the language
of the Scriptures in his Epiftles—and they
are admirable.
We fhould burn the greateft part of our
. fermons, to prevent the tafte of our young
- Preachers from being corrupted: There
they. fearch for apocryphal facts, Pagan
citations, and thence form to themfelvesa |

ttyle
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ftyle truly ridiculous. Sentiments of com-
pun&tion or terror, which are produced
by the exclamations, grimace, and gef-
tures of the Preacher, make but mo-
. mentary impreflions. Theyare ftrokes of
thunder, which aftonifh, and may oc-
cafion the audience to make the fign of the
+ Crofs, butdo not prevent their laughing
the inftant after.

If your method, moft Rev. Father, can:
be introduced among; us, you wilkbe the:
reftorer of chriftian. eloquence,. and. alk:
who feel it will blefs you..

I had. for ghoftly Father a Monk who.
was filled with the fpirit of God, and:
who: wasgrieved every time he heard fome
~ preachers :- but when he himfelf preached,
it was his heart which fpeke, and con--
fequently his. hearers were deeply affeted.

I fhall fee you with great pleafure, when.
you. honour. me with a vifit; [ fhall.
have nething te do then but to liften.
~ ILendeavour in the midft of my daily
eccupations to have always fome moments-
for myfelf and for my friends. ‘The foul.
has need of fome refpite, that it may the-
better purfue its labours. The fciences.
are mountains, which we cannoty climh.
without taking breath.

Take care of yourfelf, but lefs upon:
your own account than qurs, who wifh to.

read;
+ The people iaItaly make the. fign ofsthe Crols
when they hear thunder.
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‘read, hear, and admire you.. It is with
that defire {o conformable to.religion: and
the wifhes of my country, that I liave the

- honour to be in the fullnefs of my heart,,

Your moft humble, &c.

CanvenT of the HoLy ArosTLEsS,,
1ft March, 1753..

P.S. As to areform in. the Breviary,
which you mentioned.to me,, I with our
Boly Father. would; think feriofly of it.
However, I am.not of your opinion as to
the diftribution.of the Pfalms.. I fhould.
think it'proper, if L was confulted, to leave
the Beati immaculati. in.via, to be repeated.
daily. It is a continual proteftation of an
. inviolable attachment to. the law of God,
and’ which is better in the mouths. of the.
minifters of God, than' fome obfcure enig-
matical Pfalms, which are often unintel--
ligible to the generality of Priefts.

I would likewife leave. the Prayer Book.
as. it is.. You will. tell me that any fet
form of words becomes too much a thing
of courfe to preferve its effeét; but are
we not expofed to the fame inconyenience.
with regard even. to. the prayers. of the.
Mafs, when it is celebrated every day?

'The notes you fent me on the Jmitation.
of Jefus Chrift, arc admirable,

LET-
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LETTER XL

TO COUNT s+

OWE youa Library, my dear friend,

but neverthelefs you fhall pay for it.
I promifed to give you a lift of books
which I think neceffary for you, and now
I muft acquit myfelf of my promife.
This lift fhall be fhort, becaufe it is not
the multitude of books which makes us
learned. It'is of no confequence to ‘read
much; but it is'of eflential importance to
read well. '

The firft book which I would place at
the head -of your Library is the Go/pel,
as the moft neceffary and the moft facred.
k is right that the book which contains
the principles and bafis of religion fhould
be the foundation of your ftudies. -

It is there that you will learn to know
“what you owe to God, and to the wifdom
and goodnefs of ‘the Mediator in whom
we hope, and who hath reconciled heaven
and earth by the fhedding of his blood.

That book has been in your hands al-
moft from your infancy; but as you at-
tended but little to it then, it will now

‘ excite
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excite new fentiments in your foul. The
Gofpel, when meditated upon with due re-
fpect, appears to be the language of God.
You will not find in it that oratorical em-
phafis which charaterifes Rhetoricians; the
{fyllogiftical arguments which mark  the
Philofophers ; — it is quite fimple, all is
within the reach of every capacity, and all
is divine.

I exprefsly recommend to you to read
St. Paul’s Epiftles. Befides infpiring you
with an averfion againft falfe teachers and
falfe devotees, who under an’ appearance
of fanétity deftroy the f{pirit of it, they.
will infpire you with univerfal charity,
which takes in all, and-which, better than
all the Preceptors in the world, makes us
good relations, good friends, 'and good
citizens. At the fchool of the Apoftle
we learn all the ceconomy of religion ;
sts length, 1ts depth, sts fublimity ; in a word,
the moft -excellence fcience q"y Jefus Chrift,
who -would be univerfally adored, if he
was more génerally known, and by whom
the intelle¢tual and material: worlds were
made. - ’ '

The Pfalter as dikated by the Holy. Spi-
rit, a work which warms the foul while
it enlightens the mind, and -which for the
true fublimie furpafles all the okators br poets
that ever 'wrote, ought to be your conftant
Manual. ‘ IR

. I would



116 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],

I would not recommend to you to take
too great a portion of thefe writings, at
atime. The holy Scriptures fhould not
be perufed but with refle€tion and referve;.
for befides. that every text affords mattex
for ample meditation, the word of God'
deferves. another. kind of refpect than the:
words. of .men:

Take care to procure the Confeffions of

¥ 5. Auguftine,. a book written with his
_tears; but it is a: work ‘better calculated
for the heart than the-head, and you fhould
attend. to it in that light. To this you
fhould joinsthe collection of the felet pieces:
~ of the Fathers of'the Church,, foas te know
of yourfelf, that chriftian eloquence -alone
can truly elevate the foul, and that it is
* a thoufand times more f{ublime than all
profane oratory, becaufe it has for its ob--
Jjeé&k God himfelf, the fountain of all great--
Jefs.

The Imitation of Fefus Chriff is: a: book
much too holy and inftructive to be left
out of your Catalogue. It is an-Italian
production,. notwithftanding: what all the
writers of Diflertations have faid upon this-
head, (fince Gerfon, Abbé of Verceil, is
the author) in which the foul will find
whatever can edify or comfort her. Make
frequent ufe of it, asthe work in the world
the moft fertile in confolations for. every
Gituation in life. _

Study-
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Study carefully the Introduction to the
€briftian Doétrine, a work of P. Gerdil, a
Barnabite, as it is a book which you cannot
read too often; and intermix the Hiftory
of the Church with that of Empires and
Nations, fa as not to confufe your mind
and ideas. ‘The head fhould always
clear, when we are to judge with wifdom
and precifion. When you become better
acquainted with the French Language, I
advife you to read Boffuet’s Univerfal Hif-
tory ; and the Thoughts of Pafchal on Re-
ligious Truths.

The Annals of Italy by the immortal
Muratori, the Hiftory of Naples by Gian-
none, the Campaigns of Don Carlos by
Buonamici, the periodical publications of
the Abb¢ Lamt, not to.teach you to decide,
but to think rightly, are fo. many works
which you ought to perufe.

I do not mention. books: of natural hif-
tory and antiquities, which are fubje&ts no
one fhould be ignorant of.

You muft remember, my dear friend,
that Cicero, Virgil, and Horace trod the
ground which we inhabit; that they breath-
ed the fame air which we breathe; and
that as they are our countrymen, we fhould
read. their writings from time to time, more
efpecially, as they are filled with elegant
inftru@tion. You have made good profici-
<€ucy in claffical learning, and it will beea-

fy

“

b " SEN )



¥v¥

118 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],
fy for you occafionally to enjoy their agree-
able converfation..

I do not debar you from reading our mo-
dern Poets, provided you perufe them with
Erecaution, and do not go to throw yourfelf

cadlong into all therr labyrinths, their
grottoes, and their groves: thefe are not
Proper places for a chriftian foul. Ido not
like that you fhould remain too long with
the fabulous Goddefles ; thefe are fictions,
which lead too often to realities:

I fhould be much better pleafed to fee
Pliny’s Letters, the Meditations of Marcus
Aurelius or of Seneca in your hands; there
you will find fentiments of humanity that
cannot be too much commended: -

Behold, my dear friend, the whole of
the Library I would confine you to ; becaufe.
I think we fhould have books only for. ufe, -
and not for oftentation. You may add
Cardinal Bentivoglio’s Letters, -

I neither give you legends, nor myfticks.
You will find the principal Saints in the
Hiftory of the Church; and the account
which is given them -in apocryphal books, .
would perhapsonly ferve to make you doubt
of the wonders they really wrought, and
and leflen the refpect which is due to them.
Great men fhould not be feen but in the
great, and truth needsno fupport to make
it refpected. :

- If T have not mentioned books of phi-
lofophy to you, it is becaule I wouldfno;
en
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fend you back to fchool to adopt fyftems,
and learn to difpute. I am afraid you
might pick up fome whimfical notion or
other; and to fpeak impartially, I would
not have you efpoufe any one opinion of
REEL e o i
ilofo as produced more {ophi

than found yrcz:afon?n ; and it is fugicie;};
that you have a perfect knowledge of the
Heavens and the Earth, a clear and pre-
cife idea of our duties, our origin and our
deftiny, to be a true philpfopher. In the
midft of your exercifes and your ftudies,
reflet upon thefe great objets; and when
you have determined upon your profeflion
in life, you will then be informed how to
inftruét yourfelf -in what relates to it.

Good night '—My pen cannot go far-
ther ; my head, fatigued by continual ap-
plication through the whole day, obliges
me to ftop here. It is only my heart that
I find always in full vigour, whenit is em-
ployed in afluring you how much

Tam, &ec.

Rous', 31ft Dec. 1751,

LET-
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LETTER XLL

TO CARDINAL PASSIONEL

Most EMINENT,

F we could. make reftitution ef ous-
knowledge, as we can of - goods we had
olen, your Eminency would fee me lay-
ing at your feet all the feience I am poffefl- -
ed of, as your own property ; and then there
would be no room to praife me for. my:
pretended knowledge. Almoft: every Sa-
turday L go to your Emmnency’s: magnifi+
cent hibrary, and fill myfelf: as much as I
can with whatever. excellent things fall in.
my way. I come there quite indigent, but
return exceflively rich—(o that my reputa-
tion and merit are founded upon thefe fe-
cret robberes; and it is- to your. books,
my Lord, not to.my own genius; that L
am indebted.

I fhare in the pleafires they taffe who:
hear your Eminency in that-delightful her--
mitage, where Science prefides, where Vir--
tue ﬂglines, and Friendfhip holds converfe.

#° It is decreed that Brother Ganganelli c;\];
. “onl
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only with for fuch a gratification, for his
smployment will never allow him to go
and repofe himfelf under the fhade of your
myrtle and orange-trees.—That would be
too fenfual for a Monk of St. Francis,
who ought to know nothing but mortifica-
tion and poverty.

What comforts me, my Lord, is, that
happily I tafte the pureft pleafure in ful-
filling the tafk which is fet me; and the
refpe@s which I fhould otherwife prefent
to you at Frefcati, could neither be more
profound nor extenfive, than thofe with
which Ihave the honour to be here, &c.

Rowus, 8th May, 1753.
o e S e e L Dl e e 3

LETTER XL

TO M. AYMALDL s 4

HE laft memorial which you fent

J me, refembles thofe uncultivated
-countries where there are by chance fome
-?lireeable‘fpots, I unravelled it with monk-
ifh patience, and with the greateft defire
to oblige you. ‘There would be too great
pleafure
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pleafure in ftudying, if we were to meet
with nothing but flowers. Every man
who is employed in his clofet thould look
upon himfelf asa traveller, who fometimes
meets with flowery paths, and fometimes
with rugged roads.

That light produttion of P. Nocetti
the Jefuit, upon the Iris, has a great deal
of delicacy in it. You find there that
brilliant and poetic imagination which
embellithes the thoughts and the ftyle.
The Jefuits have always cultivated the
Belles-lettres with fuccefs. Thefe kinds of
writings are like vivifying waters to me;
they recal my vital {pirits when I find my-
felf exhaufted with painful ftudies: —1I
fmell to them, and recover my ftrength.
You know that Science is the grave of the
Belles-lettres, if we do not fpare them a
few hours, now-and-then, to prevent our
forgetting-them. My Profeflor of Theo-
logy faid to me, once, “Iam fo abforbed
¢“ 1n abftrufe ftudies, that my mind lofes
¢¢ the relifh for more-polite performances.”
—Tafte itfelf becomes blunted, if we give
it nothing to relifh.

I fhall fee the R. P. General of the Do-+
minicans (P. Bremond) on the fubjet .
of your affair, and I believe I fhall fuc-
ceed. Befides his being very obliging in
his own nature, he has great good-will
towards me; and I fhall hkewife rexgiind

. m,

.4
1
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him, that St;-Francis and St. Dominick
being good friends, and alfo St. Bona-
venture and St. Thomas Aquinas, it is
proper that the fame happy harmony
fhould fubfift among the Difciples.

Adieu! Take care of your health, for
we may wager any thing, that during the
Pontificate of a learned man your merit
muft lead to great things. I do not with
it fo much on your account, or my own,
as for the honour of the Holy See,

I have that of being, &c.
Rome, 12th May, 1753.

TARCAASE AR A

LETTER XLIL

*TO DOM GAILLARD, PRIOR OF THE
CHARTREUX AT ROME.

My Rev. FATHER, -
YINCE you have -opened your heart
) to me about what pafles in your.
Community, I will open mine to y.call
‘ with

..-)
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with the fame candour; and muft tell you, .
that it were much to be withed, in an Or- -
der {o rigid as yours, that the Superiors
were more communicative; that they
fhould not let a week pafs, without vifit-
ing their monks; that they ought to infi-
nuate themfelves amicably into their
hearts, and by falutary advice and tender
encouragement aflift them to fupport the
yoke of foljtude.

The kingdom of Chrift is not the em-
pire of Defpotifm. It is both contrary to
religion and humanity, to render men
flaves. If a perfon has made a vow to
obey his fuperiors, he has not engaged tv
refpect their caprices.

It is generally imagined, that the office
of Superior is a place of authority, which
confifts in commanding, and feeing the
Monks trembling and fubmiflive. But
the Chief of a Community is a perfon who
thould be all things to all men, ftudy their
different characters, found their geniufes,
and know what is hurtful to one, what is
ufeful to another, and what every one in
Pparticular is capable of.

There are fome Monks who have no
defire for converfation, becaufe they are
naturally of a filent temper; there are
others whom an obftinate filence would
render miferable, becaufe they are of a fo-
ciable difpofition ; and it isin fuch a fitua-
tion that a Superior fhould have different
) ways

~
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ways of conducting himelf, excufing one
rather than the other, if they fhould make
fome flight infractions of the rules. Every
religious Order ought to have no other
temper than that of our Saviour, who was
always gentde and of humble heart ;. who
treated hisDifciples as brethren and friends,
calling himfelf their fervant, and attually
performing the funtions of a fervant.

Ruleswould be like a ftep-mother, if they
punifhed unmercifully thofe who by too
great vivacity, or too great flownefs, fhould
become guilty of fome omiffions. There
are Monks whom a Superior fhould vifit
more frequently, becaufe they are more
frequently tempted, and find it more difi-
cult to endure retirement: fo that without
a {pirit of difcernment and penetration, a
Superior would be only an image, whofe
government muft be contemptible. There
13 only one way of directing, and yet there
are as many different directions neceffary,
as there are individualsin the Community.

"One falls off from hisduty, if reprimand-
ed; while another fhall double his dili-
gence, if he firds the flighteft lapfe ani-
madverted upon. .

The Order of the Chartreux defervesall
‘poffible refpect, as having no occafion
either for change of - difcipline, or for refor~
mation, during the feven centuries that-it
hath fubfifted ; but I confefs to you, that
the Priors have always appeared to me to

I have
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have affeted too fullen z{z_ndlfevereha de- —
ortment, and by going fingly to the ge-
geral Chapters, ngere. both judges and
party. o
As they frequently receive vifits, and
have the liberty of writing and going
abroad themfelves, they fhould not be too
ftri&k againft a poor Monk for having let a
few words efcape his lips. ‘

They become Inquifitors in their office,
when they would punifh every thing, and
overlook nothing. ‘Thereare petty wrang-
lings in Communities as well as in families,
which fubfift only becaufe their Superiors
do not know how to defpife them.

Vifit your brotherhood in friendthip ;—
do not fpeak to them of the paft, and you
will fee them athamed of having caballed.
Nothing difarms rage {o much as gentle-
nefs :~—in embracing them with cordiality,
you will fhew them that you can conquer
yourfelf, and they will be edified. There
1s nothing more dangerous for people in
office, than never to allow that they have
been miftaken. ‘

Accuftom yourfelf to reform the faults
of your Monks in your own houfe, with-
out informing the General of them. Such
a conduct irritates thofe that are accufed,
and fhewsa want of the proper talent for
governing.

This is my way of thinking. If I am
deceived, you will do me a pleafure by

: proving
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proving it :—if your reafons are good, I
will fubmit; for I am neither prejudiced
in my own favour, nor obftinate in my
opinions. It is my heart only that {peaks
throughout this letter ; and it is that alfo
which affures you of the fincerity of thofe
{fentiments with which ‘

I am, &c.
Rome, 21ft June, 1954.

"LETTER XLIV.
TO THE SAME.

JVHE fieflo, or afternoon’s nap of Italy,
: my moft dear and reverend Father,
would not have alarmed you fo much, if
ou had recolletted, that when we are at
Rome, we fhould do as the Romans do.—
Cum Romano Romanus eris.
Is it either fin or fhame, then, for 4
poor Monk in a country where one is op-
refled with exceffive heat, to indulge in
If an hour’s repofe, that he may after-
wards purfue his exercifes with the more
ativity ? Confider, that filence is beft
kept when one is afleep. You who
reckon among the capital fins, the pro-
nouncing a fingle word when your rules
forbid the ufe of fpeech,—take the ex-
amiple of Chrift when he found his Apoftles

Iz alesyp ~
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. afleep : Alas, fays he to them, with the
greateft mildnefs, " could you not watch with
me one hour ? . .

But how can you confiftently expett
from your Monks, the obedience which
you refufe to the Sovereign Pontiff? You
cannot but know, that all the monatftic
laws owed their force only to the approba-
tion of the Popes : and if he who reigns
at prefent with fo much wifdom, would
give your Monks a difpenfation from cer-
tain cuftoms, it is abfolutely in his power.
‘There is no contending with the Legiflator

. the right of modifying the laws.

The foftening fcme aufterities which
depend upon time place, and circum-
ftance, does not affet the eflfence of the
vows. The letter kills, but the [piret brings
to life. But there are fome reftlefs Supe-
riors who are afraid left. they fhould omit a
fyllable of the conftitutions. For God’s

-fake, be calm, both for the gocd of your
Monks and your own health. While you
confult me, I muft reply in this:manner :
it is not fufficiént to alledge the dictates of
confcience, unlefs it be enlightened. I em-
brace you with all my heart, being, &c.

Rowme, zift Sept. 1754.

L ET-
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LETTER XLV.
TQ A MONK SETTING OUT FOR AMERICA.

HE feas will very foon feparate us
~ but fuch is the lot of this life, that
fome are fcattered to the extremities of the
world, while others remain always in the
fame place. One thing is certain, that my
heart follows yours;—and that where-
ever yours fhall be, there will mine be
found alfo.

If you have not laid in an ample ftock
of piety, I fhall be exceedingly in fear for
you, on a paflage where all the words you
will hear will not be thofe of edification;
. and in a country where all the examples
that will be prefented to you, willnot be
found the moft corre¢t models of virtue.
America is the earthly Paradife where they
frequently eat the forbidden fruit. The
ferpent is continmally preaching up the
love of riches and pleafitres, and the
warmth of the climate tets the paffions in
commotion. ‘

‘Weare unfortunate enough in this world
not to be able to reftrain our pailions,
when we perceive no other Superior but
God, unlefsa lively faith be the principle
of ouractions. And fuch is the cafe of the
religious who live in America. Nothaviag
any Superior,-whe has a right to prefcribe
o I3 ~ rules,
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rules, or aa authority toexa& their obfer-
vance, they are loft, if the Gofpel does
not reign in their Mearts. ,

I perfuade myfelf, that you will fre-
quently beg of God to give you ftrength

to f{uppart you ‘sgainft - all kinds of dan-
gers: ﬁ:ci,l goﬁ?f’i"fﬁ may be produced
even among the Negroes, notwithftand-
ipg their being generally addifted to
the grofleft vices, provided a Paftor can
contrive to gain, their confidence, and be
able to imprefs theyr minds with a certain.
awe, . ' '

“Think that the God. of the univerfe will
-be as near you in Amgtica, # in Enope ;,
that his eye feeth every whese, his m
judgeth all; and that it is for him slone -
- You ouiht oad. Lead a dwgcnt apd:

r,e%ular ife; for upfartunately, fhould in~

dolence once ‘g,e,,t, fleflion  of you,  the
- vices will very foon g:fet you, and you wilk:
not be able to defend yourfelf.

Never fuffer one word to pafs your lips
which can be interpreted againft religion-
or morals, Even thofe who feemingly ap--
plaud, will, in fact, defpife you, asanun--
worthy fervant who makes a mock of the
mafter whofe bread he eats, and whofe li--
very he wears.

God preferve you from heaping up-
- riches! A Priet who loves money, but
more efpecially a Mlonk who has taken the
vow of poverty, is worfe than the wiclgeg

‘ ric
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richman, and deferves to be ftill more ri-
goroufly treated.

Be fociable, and gain your parifhioners’
affeCtions by much affability : — let them
fee that it is true piety which governs you,
and not fancy.

Do net meddle in fecular affairs, except
to accommodate law-fuits,” and reftore
peace. I will pray for you to Him who
commands the waves, who calms the tem-
pefts, and who doth not abandon his
pesple whese-everfound.  What canxforts
me is, thet foula know no difkance; fox by
the tige of religion and the heart we wre
%W to one another,

diev, and adicu! I tenderly embrace
m- .

LETTER XLVL
TO THE PRELATE CERATL

OU are too happy, my dear Prelats

in dividing your time between Pifa

and Florence:—in the one, your mind is at

itseafe; and in the other, your knowledge
finds its proper fuftenance.

B I4 When
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When I think that Tufcany is truly the
* ‘reftorer of arts and fciences, I greatly re-
vere it, and I feél my heart palpitate every
time I hear it mentioned. ‘'The advantage
of the happieft fituation and happiett cli-
mate 'rencfered\ it wort_hty of this glory ;
we breathe a fweetnefs of air there, which
feems to give the foul a new being ; .and it
is perceivable at every ftep, why the Fine
Arts fhould have chofen that fituation for-
their refidence. : -
- I knew an eld man who had -the moft
cultivated reafon, and the moft vohiptuous-
l::'ni'ndir v;h(l)a a;nnged his time fo ‘I’en‘f , -thttlw
e pafled the {pring every year at Pifa, the
fummer at Sierr:;l,g'the autumn at chflom,
and the winter at Florence. He went al-
ternately to thefe four towns, to ftudy the
humour of the inhabitants, to give vent
tohis own, and to tafte the {weets of the
moft agreeable fociety. Our converfations
begin to degenerate ;—they have loft that
{pirit with which our fathers fupported
them, and it is to the too agreeable
French frivolity,which captivates all minds,
that we are-indebted for the change. :
Every age bears fome mark which cha-
raterifes it ;—luxury which corrupts our
morals, corrupts likewife our difcourfe and
our writings :—there is fcarce any foul in
our converfation, in our writings, or our
paintings. We polfefs nothing now but a.
certain elegance, as fuperficial as the gegiu;
whic
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wvhich produces it ; and unfortunately even
eligion partakes of thisevil. They think
they can take whatever is difpleafing from
Chriftianity, as they can retrench the or-
naments of drefs.

You are fenfible of thefe evils ;—you
lament, and you have reafon.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
Rowme, zd Sept. 1754.
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LETTER XLVIL

TO THE ABBE CANILLAC AUDITOR OF ROTA.

CALLED: upon you,. my Lord, that1
might have " the honour of delivering
with my own hand a volume of Monf.
Buffon—an excellent book ; an cxcellent
writer,- if he was mnot too fyftematical :
there is an energy of ftyle and thoughts
which tranfports and aftonifhes. To afk
my opinion of the liberties of the Gallican
Church, is to put it out of my power to
fpeak. Befides, what fignifies that quef-
tion, if the French, like the Romans,
are -Catholics, notwithftanding the fenti-
ments which divide them upon thisarticle ?
The Popes and. the Kings in times paft
werereciprocally wrong, and Benedict X|V.
1s happily the moft proper Pontiff to make
their errors be for ever forgotten,

Iz \hax
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What you have deigned to recommend
to me fhall be done as foon as -poffible,
with a zeal equal to the refpect withy which-

I am, &c.
Romg, 6th June, 1754.

LETTER XLVIL

TO THE MARQUIS SCIPIO MAFFEL

HE young Monk whom you recom-

mended to me, is quite vain of Tuch
an honour, and Iam no lefs fo of your
excellent letter : I fhall preferveit as a
talifman to communicate to me fome
fparks of your learning and genius. [
would fay a thoufand things, but am a-
fraid of you as of a fpirit, and find my-
felf interdi&ted. Irecollect the immenfity
of your knowledge, and the merit of your
productions; and that remembrance ren-
ders me fo little in my own eyes, that 1
cannot appear before you. .

Italy will long be vain of having given
you birth ; and if Verona knew its glory it
would eret ftatues to you; but what ren-
ders you fuperior to fuch vain honours, is,
that you are the humbleft of men,and know

lefs than any man your own worth.
I would
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I would not pardon Time, who, without
refpect to merit, brings on old age, if I was
not perfuaded with you, that a heavenly
life awaits us. We know that Heaven is
the centre and habitation of all light, and
that the knowledge which is acquired there
in a moment, exceeds beyond the reach of
comparifon the feeble ghmmerings which
we enjoy here below.

-1 fhall pay all poflible attention to your
recommendation. He fhall become my
fon, as he has been yours, by the intereft
Ifhall have in hisimprovement, both in the
fciences and in piety. He will find in our
Order- the fame affiftance which I found
there, to inftru&t and form me ; and I can
fay, upon this occafion, without flattering
my brethren, that he could not be better
fituated for thofe purpofes. They have a
taltefor good authors; they encourageemu-
lation y they give conftant application, and
they efteem, in a moft particular manner,
the incomparable Scipio Maffei. He lives
in our hearts as he does in his own writings ;
and this I can certainly affure him of, being
more than any one, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XLIX.

TQ ‘MONS. CARACCIOLI, NUNCIO- AT VENICE,
AND LATE NUNCIO IN SPAIN.

My Leorp, :
HAVE the honour of fending you the
refolution of the Holy Office, which
will certainly be agreeable to your manner
of thinking: I have exprefled in it all the
zeal that I am capable of, to Frove to you
the infinite efteem I have of your worth.
I with the Church always had Prelates as -
exemplary as your Lordfhip! It is what
the Venetians often fay, and what tranf-
ports me with joy, when T have a happy.
opportunity of affuring you of all the re-—

{pet with which I am, &c.
Rome, 21t O&. 1754.

AR AR SRR AT AT AT PN

LETTER L.

TO COUNT *#*=

F fcruples lay hold of you, my dear
Friend, you are ruined ; you will ei-

ther relapfe into diflipation, or ferve God
like a flave. Remember that the Jewith

~ law was alaw of fcar, but the new law
is
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is a law of love. The veflel of clay to
which our fouls are attached does not allow.
of angelical perfection. ,

Religion is.degraded, when we apply
our attention to trifles. 'While men pray,,
there will be inattentions ; as long as men.
act, there will be errors in conduét, becaufe
every man is {ubject to vanity and error—,
Osmnis bomo mendax.

There are none but falfe devotées who
are {candalized at.every thing, and who
fee the Devil every where. Kultil the law
without labouring in {pirit, and without
ftraining the imagination, and you will
render yourfelf agreeable to God. No-
thing checks the foul in.the road of piety,
o much as {cruplesill underftood. As too
much retirement encourages gloomy no-
tions, and. fociety difpels them, frequent
rational company, and live but little alone.
—Be not difcouraged, when you feel your-
felf tempted. Temptation is a trial which.
teaches us to diftruft ourfelves, and adds to
eur merits when conquered.

Come and fee me, and we will endea-
vour together to find out the fource of thofe
doubts which torment you. I have no-
thing more at heart thamto be aflured you
are a good Chriftian ; but I fhall be un-
happy if you give way to fcruples ; for then:
every thing will alarm you, and you will

become infupportable to yourfelf.
: . I have
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I have always forgot to fpeak to you
about your worthy relation. See what fad
tricks my abfence of mind fometimes plays
me; but the heart has no' fhare in the
emiflion. The Marchionefs, more ftartled
than penetrated with my remonftrances,
doesnot know how toatt.--When devotion
once hefitates about_being reconciled, you
muft only expe¢t doubtful proofs of it:
but as we take what we can get of a bad
debt, fo fhould you take in good part the
flighteft marks of politenefs that your dear
Coufin may hencegc,;ward think proper to
thew you.

Perfevere, my dear friend, perfevere. I
am edified by your courage, and happy
that you are pleafed with the guide I gave
you. Is he not a worthy man, and one
that will certainly lead to heaven? He
has a wonderful fkill in difcovering peo~
ple’s difpofitions, and is the man in the
world: the moft: proper for gaining their
confidence. '

I approve of what you lay afide for
charitable purpofes; -but I do not leve
beftowing drop by drop, or tying one’s-
felf down to regular alms-giving; fo asto
have nothing left for an objet in extreme
want. It is better to refcue one or two
families from diftrefs, than to fcatter a few
pieces at random, without compleating
any purpofe. Befides, it would be pro-

per to have always a fum inreferve for ex-

traordinary
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traordinary cafes; for by this ceconomy you
will have a remedy at hand for unforefeen

-contingencies, :

Do not give into that wrong notion of
charity, which, without confidering either
birth or extrattion, would have all its
.objects clothed and fed like the meaneft of

the people.

- Charity humbles nobody, and fhould
be proportioned to circumftances and
conditions. To give haughtily, is worfe
than to withhold. Diftribute your alms
in fuch a manner, as to appear more
humble yourfelf than they who receive.
Religion is too noble, to approve of thofe
little fouls who oblige with infolence, and
;_nlak'e the importance of their fervices be
elt.

Be not coniterit with giving, but lend like-
wife, according to the precepts of the
Scripture, to him thatisinneed. Ido not
know a. more contemptible obje&t than
mbney, if it be not employed to aflift our
neighbour. Can the infipid pleafure of
heaping up crowns, be compared with the
fatisfaétion of conferring happinefs, and
the felicity of attaining heaven? . :

When you are become an ceonomift
without avarice, and generous without
prodigality, I will look upon you as a righ
man who can be faved. Prevent wants, with-
out waiting till yon be afked : true charity
can divine. . ,
oo Adieu.

|
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Adieu.—It appears fuperfluous to repeat,
at the end of this. letter, that I am your
beft friend and humbleft fervant. Cer--
tainly you do not doubt it, or you affront
me moft fenfibly.

Rome,. 1gth Apnl 1752

SRR T ooon e e S e e e e e S e e T

LETT E.R, LI..

TO THE SAME:

OU afk me, wherefore there are

" days that, "given up to melancholy

without knowing the caufe, we afe a bur-
den to ourfelves? To which I anfwer,

Firft, It is becaufe we are dependent up-

on a body which is not always in perfect
eqilibrium.
" Secondly, Becaufe God Almighty would
make us fenfible that this life is not our
happinefs, and that we fhall always be ill
at eafe till we leave it; and it was for that
reafon the Apoftle longed after the things
that are eternal.

There dre fogs in the moral as well as in
the natural world ; and the foul, like the
iky, hath its clouds.

The beft way to difpel fuch glooms is
to feek employment, We have not flex—

ure
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fure to become either fad or languid, when
we are ferioufly - occupied. Study is the
element of the mind. You will neither be
aburden to your/elf nor ro others, faid Seneca,
if you love fludy. It is inconceivable how
many wretched quarters of hours there are
in life, from which employment would
defend us. You cannot be happy in this
world, but by knowing how to blunt
your forrows. He who has no vexation
at prefent, either has had or will have
fome; becaufe pain and forrow are an
inheritance from our firft father, and we
cannot entirely preferve ourfelves from
them. . : '

' Iam, with all my heart, &c.
Rowme, 27th April, 1752.

SO i e oo e S el
N

LETTER LIL

TO MONSIGNOR FIRNIANI, BISHOP
OF PLERUSA.

My Lorp,
- HE fuitor you recgmmend to me
feems to prefer the Order of the Au-
guftines to the Francifcans; and far from
being diffatisfied atit, I have juft now
been to- conduét him toa Monk who is
: one {
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one of my friends; he will take all poffi-
ble care of him, and after a proper trial,
will give him the habit of St. Auguftine.

Provided we bring the true fpirit of piety
with us, it is no matter in what Convent
we are placed. Al the different Orders
make up but one and the fame family, in
my eyes: and happily I have no partiality
for my own Community, to the prejudice
of another. Befides, the Awguftines al-
ﬁs conne®ted knowledge with virtue;

no man, whofe heast is well difpefed,
oan fail to reccive excclent infiructions
R b Capuchin, wh fpoke tc
e P. Capuchin, who e to

Lordfhip fo tl:vo,nmbly of me, m%
but little of me; he judges of me as of 2
landfcape, which is imagined to be fome-
thing fine, at a diftance; but is found on
a nearer view, to be nothing extmaordi-
nary. I will oblige him to recant, when
he returns to Rome, becaufe he thall then
fee me as Ireally am. It isthe beft way
that I know of corre@ing the miftaken
notions which men may %mve formed of
me. I recommend myfelf to your prayers, -
which [ believe to be moft effetual before -
God, and I have the honour tobe, &c.

Roue, 26th Aug. 1753.

L ET-
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LETTER LIL

TO THE PRELATE CERATI,

My Lorbp,

1 HAVE juft now been to fee your
4 good old friend, M. Bottari, and foyund
Kim, as ufyal, immerfed in the deepelt
and moft interefting ftudies. He paffed
%rom that toa piCurefque converfation,
~yhich delighted me exceflively; for he
<Joes not fpeak, but paints. Heis fenten~
®iows and figurative; and never fails per-
He&ly to eharalterife the hooks ard people
e defcribes.

‘Wehad a good deal of difcourfe about
the Roman Antiquities, and the variety of
our Libraries, which, tho’ notall of equal
excellence, form an admirable colletion.

“T'wo wellinformed Englithmen fhared in -

our converfation, and fpoke fo as to de-
mand attention. ‘They are a people that
travel to advantage, profitting by whate-
ver they fee. ‘They are faid to take the
fubftance of things, while the French are
content with the furface. But I leave you
to decide, whether for cdmmerce with
mankin;i, itis be;ter to bv.zl fuperficial'and
agreeable, or profound and gloomy.

> P B0 Eardinal

A/
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Cardinal Bentivoglio faid, #hat we fbould §
Jee an Englifbman whey we want to think, and
a Irenchman when we want to converfe.
I open my cell to both one and the other
with the greateft pleafure, confefling to

" . you always that the French vivacity has

fomething very attrating for me. One
loves to meet his own likenefs; and you
know that I am neither flow, norfilent. .

You fhould have received the -book
which P, Mafloleni of the Order of - the

v Oratory fentyou. You will find it both

interefting and well executed, Methinks
I fee you plunged into this work, without
being able to tear yourfelf from it. The
fetired man has real pleafures, which fur-
pafs all the joysof the world. But hufh!
that is a fecret of the ftudious, which
thould not be divulged. .
I have the honour to be, 8c.
Rowme, 13 Nov. 1753

OO
| LETTER. LIV
TO A FRANCISCAN FRIAR.
I FEEL fomething within me which
makes me take pen in hand, and whif-
pers in my ear to write toyou, thatitisa

great while fince I had that {weet 1:_’10.3afur;c;l
a
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and it ismy friendfhip for you which pro-

% Cures itme at prefent,

{ It muft be confefled, asSt. Auguftine
fays, that friend'bip bas fomething very charm-
g in it, and that whoever does mot know its
delights, fbould  be excluded from fociety. ¥
The Saviour-of the world hath canonifed
it, by his particular attachment to St.
John, and we fee that the greateft Saints
have cultivated it with the moft religious
attention.

Continue to be always my good friend.
Although the world fays that Monks love
nobody, 1 have found the moft fincere
and friendly hearts in the Cloifter: — but
the world will believe nothing of this, be-=
caufe it will have us to be wrong in every
thing ; but what fignifies that to us, while
we tafte the fweets of fuch a {ympathy,
and that I continue no lefs than ever,

Your friend and fervant,

Rowme, 29th Dec. 1754.

SOOOCTIOTOBOOOOTOOE
LETTER LV.

TO LADY PIGLIANL

YT is not an indifferent matter, the

keeping your two daughters with you:

— the condition of a mother impofes the

moft important duties on you. ‘The
wond
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world will continually interpofe between
you and your children, if you do not
take care tokeep it at a diftance; - not
with aufterity, which excites only mur-
muring, but with that prudence which
gains confidence.

Your daughters will only prove hypo-
crites, if you perplex and incumber them
with inftruttions; inftead of which they
will love religion, if you know how to
make them do {o by your example, and by
your gentlenefs.

Girls of twenty are not to be ufed as if
they were but ten, there is a treatment
and method of inftruction fuited to differ-
Cl;t ages, as well as to different conditions —=
of life.
~ Encourage -a tafte for good Authors, —=
and for employment, asmuch asyou can;
but with that ereedom which does not tie=
them down to the minute; and with ams
fpirit of difcernment, which knows hew—
to diftinguith what is proper for a fecular—
houfe, f%(l:m what would more fitly become=

sCloifter. : .

Eftablith your daughters according tc»
their fortunes and rank, without reftrain—
ing their inclinations, unle(s they fhoulcd
tend to diffipation or folly. Marriage is
the natural condition of mankind; but
there are exceptions to this rule, when it
may be difpenfed with.

' Without
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Without being in love with the vanities
of the world, do not make yourfelf ridi-
culous by oppofing the cuftoms of the
times. Piety becomes a fubject of rail-
lery, when it appearsto affect fingularity ;
a prudent woman fhould avoid rendering
herfelf remarkable. ‘

When a woman is born to a certain
rank of life, fhe fhould drefs fuitably to
her pretenfions; but fill within that line
‘which modefty and decency prefcribe.

See that your daughters mix in good
company. Truedevotion is neither ruftic
nor auftere. Solitude ill employed irri-
tates the paffions, and itis often better
for young people to fee well chofen com-
pany, than to remain alone. You fhould
1nfpire them with chearfulnefs, that they
may not afflume a fanétified air. "Fherr
secreations fhould be walking, and little
innocent paftimes ; but when you cometo
talk of application, do not mention deep
ftudies, nor abftraét fciences, which often
make the fex vain and talkative. :

. Above all things, mak,eQ_yg}_llx]'_____‘»ﬁilflm
{oved ; itis the greateft pleafure that a mo-"
ther can afpire to, and the greateft pre-
rogative the can enjoy, in order effect the
-good fhe purpofes.

Takecare that your domeftics be religi-
ousand honeft ; they are capable of every’
thing thatis bad, if theydo not fear God.
They fhould not be treated either with

‘ ' haugh-

T e



148 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,

haughtinefs or familiarity, but as people
who are of the fame nature, but your in-
feriors. Juftice is the mother of} order ;
every thing has its proper place, when
we act with equity.
Never punifh but with regret, and al-
- ways pardon with pleafure.
Frequent your parifh church, that the
fheep may be often found with their Paf-
_tor; it is a praftice conformable to the
holy Canons, as well asof antient ufage.
Your own wifdom will teach you the
reft. I depend much upon your under-
ftanding and goodwill, as'you may be af-
fured of the refpectful confideration with
which I have the honour to be, &c.

"RoMme, 15th Nov. 1754.

ORI NNNUNONION NN NN

LETTER LVIL
" TO COUNT ALGAROTTL

My pear Counr,
M ANAGE your matters fo, that in
{pite of your philofophy, I may fee
you in Heaven ; for Ifhould be exceeding-
ly grieved to lofe fight of you for an eter-

nity.
You
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Youare one of thofe fingular men, both
in head and heart, whom we would with
to love beyond the grave, when we have
the pleafure of knowing them; and no-
body has more reafons than you to be
perfuaded that the foul is incorporeal and
immortal. ‘The years pafs away for the
Philofopher, as they do forthe fool ; butin
what they are to terminate muft engage the
mind of a thinking man.

.Confefs, that I know how toaccommodate
m’y fcrmons, fo as not to ftartle one of the
beaux-¢fprits : and if difcourfes were oftener
made with as much brevity and friendfhip,
you would fometimes, perhaps, liften to the
preachers.—But it is not enough to hear
them; what is faid fthould find its way to
the: heart.—May it produce good fruit
there; and may the amiable Algarotti be-
come as good a Chriftian, as he is a Philo-
lofopher, and then fhall I be doubly his
friend. andfervant !

RomE, 11th Dec. 1744

Vor. 1. K L E'T-
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LETTER LVIL
TO MONSIGNOR ROTA, DECIPHERER.

BELIEVE, my Lord, that to make it

poflible for us to meet, it is neceffary
to make an appointment.—~I beg of you
to fix the time, and moft certamly I wxll
not fail to attend you.

There is no time I regret the lofs of fo
much, as that which is {fpent in anti-cham-
bers. Time is the moft precious gift which
God hath given us, and man diffipates it
with a profufion equally extravagams'and
unaccountable.

Alas ! time is a property expofed to be
plllaged and every one robs us of a part;
in-fpite of all my care to preferve it, I
fee it flip through my hands, and I can
fcarcely {ay that it flies before it is already~
gone.

I wait your orders to attend you, and tcm
tell you, if there are moments in whicla
you are to be feen, that there are none irz
which I am not with equal attachment and
refpect, my Lord,

Your moft humble, &c.

Rome, 3d Jan. 1784, |
LET-
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LETTER LVIL

TO THE HOLY STANDARD-BEARER OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SAINT MARINO.

My pearest FriEND,
LTHOUGH you are only the little
fovereign of a very little ftate, you
have a foul which puts you on a level with

- the greateft Piinces. It is not the extent

of empires which conftitues the merit of
Emperors. A father of a family may have
much virtue, and a chief magiftrate of
Saint Marino a great reputation.

I find nothing fo delightful as being at
the head of a little Canton, fcarce per-
ceivable in the map, where neither war nor
difcord are known, and where there are no
ftorms but when the fky is darkened ;—

. where there is no ambition, except that of

fupporting one’s felf in filence and medio-
crity ;—where all property feems to be in
common, from the cuftom of every one’s

_being ready to affift his neighbour.

O, how that little nook of earth pleafes
me! How happy-tolive there ! Not in the
midft of tumults which diftra& great cities;
nor in the midft of the great, who opprefs
the fmall; nor in the fcenes of pomp,
which corrupt, the heart and dazzle the
eyes ! It is a place where I would willing-

K2 _ ly
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ly pitch my tabernacle, and where my
heart has long fixed its abode, from the
friendfhip I have for you. There cannot
be a greater burden than fovereignty ; but
your’s is fo light, that it leaves your move-
ments free ; efpecially when I come to com-
pare it with thofe monarchies which the
Sovereign cannot govern without multiply-
ing himfelf, and having eyes every where,

Every thing confpires againft a Prince
who is at the head of a great kingdom.
They who are about him feek to deceive
. him, at the very time when he perfuades
himfelf  that they are paying him their
court. If he is debauched, they flatter
himin his vices ; if he is pious, they play
the hypocrite, and put on the mafk of re-
ligion ; if he is.cruel, they fay he is juft,
and he never hears the truth.

He muft often defcend into his own
heart to feek it; but alas! how he is to be
pitied, if he does not find it there! Hiftory
would not be filled with the reigns of fo
many bad princes, if they had not loved to
live at adiftance from truth. Truth is the
only fafe friend of Kings, when they will
hearken toit; but they often deceive them-
felves, looking upon it as an importunate
" monitor, that fhould be keptat a diftance,
or punithed for its intrufion.

As for my part, who loved it from my
infancy, I think that I fhall always love
it, though it fhould fay the fevereft things.

Truths
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“Truths are like bitter medicines, which
difpleafe the palate, but reftore our health.
“Truth is certainly better known at St.
Marino than any where elfe :—it is feen
only obliquely at great courts, but you
look it full in the face, and embrace it
with the affection of a friend.

I will not fend you the book you want
to fee ;—it is an ill-formed produétion,
badly tranflated from the French, and

-abounds with herefies againft morality
and found doCtrine. It fpeaks, never-
thelefs, of bumanity; for now-a-days That
is the plaufible phrafe, which is fubftituted
in the room of charity ; beaufe humanity
is but a Pagan virwe, and charity is a
Chbriffian one. The modern Philofophy
would have nothing to do with any thing
that relates to Chriftianity, and thereby
fhews to the eye of Reafon that it prefers
what is defective.

The old Philofophers, who were not en-
lightened by faith, and had not the advan-
tage of knowing the true God, wifhed for
a revelation ; while the modern ones reject
that which they cannot miftake : but in fo
doing they betray themfelves; for if they
had a right turn of mind and a pure heart,
and were as bumane as they pretend to be,
they would receive with up-lifted hands a
religion which condemns even bad inclina-
tions, which expreisly commands the love
of our neighbour, and promifeth an eter-

3 =l



154 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI,
nal recompenfe to all thofe who have affift-
ed their brethren, who have been faithful
to their God, their King, and their Coun-
try. If we are virtuous, we cannot be
A~ averfe to a religion which preaches and
enjoins nothing but virtue.
When 1 fee the words legiflation, pa-
triotifm, bumanity, conftantly flowing from
the pen of thofe Writers who anathematife
Chriftianity, I fay, without any apprehen-
fion of deceiving myfelf, * Thefe men
“(mock the Public, and)inwardly have
¥" ~¢ neither Patriotifm nor humanity.” From
¢-¢*#the abundance of the heart the mouth
- {peaketh ; but fuch men only eftablifh this
J, <7 general rule, by their being an exception to
it -
This is the way in which I would attack
the modern Philofophers, if I thoughtIhad
fufficient ftrength to combat them. They
might cry out againft my argument, be-
caufe I fhould prefs them clofely; but
- they fhould have no reafon to complain of”
:. my fupercilioufnefs, I would fpeak to them
as the tendereft friend, equally zealous
for their good, as for my own; as a can-
did and impartial author, who would ac-
knowledge their abilities, and do juftice

to the excellence of their genius.—I am fo
prefumptuous as e to believe that they
would have efteemed me, although their

antagonift.
I cannot
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I cannot execute this defign, becaufe
There I do not en_)oy that happy tranquility,
which you are in poﬁ'cﬂion of at Saint
Marino :—there you live in a ftate of hap-
Py leifure and repofe, which emulates the
condition of the bleft.

However, this tranquility muft be fatal
to the Sciences and the Belles-lettres, fince
I do not fee, in the immenfe catalogue of
celebrated writers, any of the natives of
Saint Marino diftinguifhed for their litera-
ture. Iadvife you to {pur up your fubjects
while you are 1n place ; but make hafte ;
for it is not of your kingd‘om that it is faid,
It will bave no end. ‘There is genius in
your country, and 1t wants only to be
roufed. -

Behold a letter as large as your ftate,
efpecially if you attend to the heart which
di¢tates it, and in which you often occupy
a very confidérable place. Thus they
write and love, who have been together at
college. Adieu.

K 4 LET-
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LETTTER LIX.
TO COUNT ***

WOULD not have you ftudy Ma-
* thematics, my dear friend, till you were
confirmed in the principles of Religion.
I wasafraid that by applying yourdelf to a
{cience which will admit nothing but what
is demontftrative, you wil do as many
Mathematicians do, who thiok of making
our myfteries fubmit to demonttration.
The Mathematics, extenfive as they are,
are very limited, when we think of what
relates to God. All the lines that can be
drawn upon earth, all the points that can
~ be made, are but infinitely fmall in com-
parifon of that immenfe Being, who nei-

ther admits parallel nor proportion.
Mathematics will enable you to think
Juftly.  Without them, there is a certain
method wanting which is neceflary to rec-
tify our thoughts, to arrange our ideas, and
to determine our judgments aright. It is
eafy to perceive in reading a book, even
a moral one, whether the Author be a
Mathematician or not. I am feldom de-
ceived in this obfervation. The famous
French Metaphyfician would not have
- compofed The Inquiry after Trutht, nor
the

+ Mallebranche,
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the famous Leibnitz his Tbeodicé, if they
4d not been Mathematicians. We per-
Ceive in their productions that geometri-

¢l order which brings their reafonings
into fmall compafs, while it gives them
Snergy and method.

Order is delightful ; there is nothing
n nature but what is ftamped with it, and
without it there could be no harmony.
We may likewife fay that the Mathematics
are an univerfal {cience which connects all
the reft, and difplays them in their hap-
pieft relations.

The Mathematician, at the firft look, is
fure to analyfe and unravel a fubject or pro-
pofition with juftnefs ; but a man who does
not underftand this {cience, fees only in a
vague, and almoft always in an imperfect
manner.

Apply yourfelf then to this great branch
of knowledge, fo worthy of our curiofity,
and fo neceffary to the ufes of life; but
not in fuch a degree as to throw you into
abfence :—endeavour to be always recol-
le¢ted, whatever are your ftudies.

I I was as young as you, and had your
leifure, I would acquire a more extenfive
knowledge of Geometry. I have always
cherithed that fcience with a particular
predile&tion. My turn of mind made me
feek with avidity every thing that was me-
thodical; and I pay but little refpet to
thofe works which are only the exercifes of

imagination,
K 3 We



158 LETTERS OF GANGANELL],

We have three principal fciences, which
I compare to the three effential parts of
the human compofition : Theology,
which, by its fpirituality, refembles our
foul; the Mathematics, which, by their
combination and juftnefs, exprefs our rea-
fon; and natural Fhilofophy, which, by
its mechanical operations, denotes our bo-
dies: and thefe three Sciences (which
ought to maintain a perfe&t harmony)
while they keep within their proper fphere,
neceflarily elevate us towards their Author,
the fource and fullnefs of alllight.

I formerly undertook a work, while I
was at Afcoli, the intention of which was
to thew the perfect agreement between all
the Sciences. I pointed out their fource,
their end, and their relations; but the
exercifes of the Cloifter, and the leGures
I was obliged to give, prevented me from
finithing it. I ftill have fome fragments,
wkich I fhall fearch for among my pa-
pers, and you may read them, if you think
they can amufe you, There are fome
ideas ; and fome views, but it is only a
fketch, which muft be filled up by the
Reader, and you are perfectly capable of
the tafk.

Philofophy without Geometry, is like
medicine without chemiftry. The greater
number of modern Philofophers reafon in-
conclufively, only becaufe they are un-
acquainted with Geometry. They miftake

{ophifms
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ophifms for truths; and if they lay down

JME principles, they deduce falfe cone
clufions from them.

Study alone will not make a learned
man, nor a knowledge of the fciences a
Philofopher. But we live in an age where
great words impofe, and where men think
them{elves to be eminent geniufes, if they
only contrive a fett of fingular opinions.
Diftruft thofe Writers who employ them-
felves rather about the ftyle than the mat-
ter, and who hazard every thing for the
fake of furprifing.

I fhall fend you, by the firft opportunity,
a work upon Trigonometry; and if it is
neceflary, I will prove to you geometri-
cally, that is to fay to a demonttration, that
1 am always your bett friend.

"Rowmz, 22d June, 1753.

B o e et ot St e bt o ot T e et e o

LETTER LX
TO A FRIAR OF THE MINOR
CONVENTUALS.

N7 OU are _miﬁakén in thinking, my
reverend Father, that I take no part
in our general Chapters. I feel a warm

intereft in them; not like an ambitious
man
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man who defires to obtain promotion, but
as a friend of our Order, who wifhed ar
dently that piety and fcience may hold the
firft rank init. A Superior who is only
learned may do much harm; and he who
is only a devotee may do much more. It is
a moft judicious reflection of St. Therefa,
. that there is no refource, where there is no un-
derflanding. Befides {cience and piety, a
Superior has need of a {pirit of wifdom and
difcernment ; for there is a great deal of
difference between teaching and governing.
It has been remarked, thatall the Writers,
even thofe who have given the fineft leflons
" to Kings, have not been fit for admini-
firation. Good fenfe is a furer guide.than
fine parts, or even genius, to conduct
men prudently. -They who have too
much vivacity, have too many ideas, and
are continually changing their refolu-
tions.

I employ myfelf with all poflible zeal,
to have thofe chofen Superiors who are
fitteft for governing, but without any
felfith view or intrigue. I with for no
othér empire but my Cell ; and even there
have trouble enough to reftrain my thoughts
and imagination within bounds. Man is
fo much the puppet of his paffions, that
he does not always what he would, al-
though always free to a&, or to remain in-

active.
: What
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- What you defire fhall be propofed in
the next affembly ; and I prefume, as far
as one-can anfwer for a multitude of opi-
nions and different fpirits, that they will
agree to it. Truth ought naturally to
draw all man afterit; but it prefents itfelf
under fo many different afpects that every
one judges according to his own eyes ;—
the view varies according to our-notions,
and according to our interefts.

Be convinced that 1 am, as I have been,
" always ready to oblige you, and always
your goed friend and fervant.

e e e e L o e e et s el e e e e e e e e

LETTER LXL
TO CARDINAL SPINELLL

Most EmINeNT,

OUR Eminency may be fure that

the book will be approved as it de-
ferves. It contains nothing but what is
moft orthodox and practicable, whatever
fome people, who think themfelves infpired
may fay. If Pharifaical zeal was allowed
to govern, we fhould very foon have no-
thing in the Church but trifling ceremony ;
and Religion, which is fo beautiful and
fublime, would become a round of fu-
perftitions,

Lo

e

—
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People generally love thofe things which
do not tend to reform the heart; and
are pleafed with growing old without
rooting out bad habits, believing a few
prayers repeated in hafte fufficient to carry
them to Heaven.

It is not aftonifhing that the world
fhould feduce us; but it is furprifing that
men who fet themfelves up to oppofe its
maxims, do not preferve the fouls of the
pzople from this feduction. Pharifees have
lived in all ages, and will continue to the
end of the world. They build whitened
fepulchres, inftead of ereing temples to
the Eternal; and they lay the faithful
afleep, by amufing them with ceremonials,
which neither influence the heart nor un-
derftanding.

It were to be wifhed that all the world,
faw with the fame eyes as your Emi-
nency. What a reformation of abufes!
What abfurd ufages fupprefled! When
the Paftor nourifheth himfelf with the
Holy Scripture, the Councils, and the Fa-
thers, there is no danger of his Diocefe be-
coming fuperftitious. Muratori faid, that
trifling devotions for the moff part refembled
the compofitions for taking out flains, which
leffen the jpot only in appearance, but, in fasl,
make 1t larger.

Although loaded with bufinefs, I will
prove to you, my Lord, by charging my-
felf with whatever commands you pleafe

to
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to lay upon me, thatl will never refufe
the happinefs of convincing you of the
profound refpett with which I am, &ec.

) Rowme, 3d July, 1752.

LETTER LXIL
TO THE ABBE LAMI

DO not know how I fhall be able to

recollec myfelf in the midft of the dif-
orders which reign in my Cell and in my
head.—Every thing is pell-mell there:—
one muft write to a methodical Author
like you, to unravel fuch a chaos.

If you had charaterifed the poetic ge-
nius of each nation, your laft letter would
have been a mafter-piece. The halians
are not fuch poets as the Englifh, nor the
Germans fuch as the French. They re-
femble each other in principles, but they
differ in fervency and enthufiafm. The
German poefy 1s a fire which thines; the
French, a fire that fparkles; the ltalian,
a fire that burns; and the Englith, a fire
that blackens.

We accumulate too many images in our
pieces in verfe; and were we lefs prodigal
of them, they would make a more lively

, mprefhon
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impreflion. Nothing awakens the reader
better than furprife ; and that cannot hap-
pen when thofe things are too often multi-
plied which produce this effeét.

Happy the fober fpirit, whichin poetry,
as in profe, is delicately fparing in epifodes
and deicriptions! I foon grow tired ina
garden in which I fee cafcades and thickets
every where ; butam charmed with groves
and pieces of water difcovered by chance.
Violets appear infinitely more beautiful,
when feen only by halves under a thick
foliage. A flower withdrawing from the
view excites our curiofity.

There is nothing beautiful but by com-
parifon. If every thing was equally mag-
nificent, the eyes would foon grow tired

- with continued admiration. Nature, which
ought to be the model of all writers, varies
her objes fo as never to fatigue the fight:
the richeft meadow is found in the neigh-
bourhood of the fimpleft valley; and fre-
quently a charming river at the fide of
a gloomy hill.

Repeat thefe leflons, my dear Abbg, to
corre&t our Poets, if poflible, of their
profufion of beauties, which refemble heaps
of gold piledup without either order or tafte.
Your detached fheets are admired as much
as your genius; and when a Journalift has
acquired this double fame, he may talk
like a mafter, with a certainty of being at-
tended to.

When
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When I was a young fcholar, I loft one
of my companions, to whom fympathy had
ftrongly united me. Alas! after having
taken many folitary walks together, and
made many refletions upon things which
we knew not at that time, but wifh-
ed to know, hedied; and I thought I

could not find a better way of afluaging
my forrows, than by addrefling fome
verfes to him, from a conviction which I
then had, and il have, that we only
change one life for another when we ap-
pear to die.

I chiefly praifed his candour and pxety,
for he was a model of virtue.- But the
fault of this eulogium, as I was made to
obferve, was its being overloaded with
defcnpnon I introduced all the beau-
ties of the country, and did not give my
reader time to breathe. It was a tree
choaked with leaves and branches, where
there was no fruit to be feen.

From that time I never attempted any
more verfes. 1 conténted myfelf with
reading the Poets, and applying myfelf to
know their faults and their beauties. All
that vexed me was, that my Poem being
fo full of errors, would not defcend to
pofterity, and that my friend on every
account deferved the honour of being im-
mortalized.

He will riever be effaced from my heart:
ind thus it is that true friends have a re-

{ouree
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fource in fentiment, when they have not

(ufficiént genius to perpetuate the memory

of their affe@tions.~This is my pofition
in refpe@ to you. Withdraw your atten-
tion from thefe thoughts of mine to fix
it upon the attachment ] have vowed to
you, and you will find that if I am nota
good fpeaker, I am at leaft a good friend

and a good fervant. Put me to the proof.
Rome, 1oth Dec. 1755.

LETTER .LXIIL
TO BARON KRONECH, A GERMAN.

DO not know, Sir, whether I fhould

admire moft, your genius or agreeable
manners. Nothing can prove better than
your example, how eminently the Germans
are endowed with the neceflary qualities
for forming friendthips. All thofe with
whom I am acquainted, have the moft
amiable difpofitions in the world.

If you continue to employ yourfelf ufe-
fully, you will do honour to your nation,
and toall thofe who have known you. I
congratulate myfelf that an accident pro-

—_— ——-

cured me the pleafure of your agreeable °

converfation. I have always been a gainer
by
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by being communicative; for I have met
with people who have merited the ftrongeft
attachment, or who have needed advice
and affiftance.

It is fo agreeable to oblige, that when
we are led by that motive, we cannot make
too great advances to thofe that fall in our
way. I could with not to finith this let-
ter, from the defire I have to entertain
you; but I muft attend prayers, and my
ufual employments, and am alfo afraid of
tiring you. Receive, then, without cere-
mony, the vows which I put up that I
may fee you again, and that I may repeat
how much I have the honour to be,

Your’s, &c.

| BRBPEEBSLBRBBBEB

3

f

LETTER LXIV.

TOMONSIEUR DE LA BRUYERE, CHARGED
WITH THE AFFAIRS OF FRANCE, AT
‘THE COURT OF ROME.

Sir
CALLED at your houfe, witha de-
fign to fteal at leaft one hour of your

" time, with a certainty of improving by it;

but I could not penetrate into that pre-
cious clofet, fram whence you correfpond
: with
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with that of Verfailles in a manner fo ho
nourable for yourfelf, and advantageout
for your amiable nation.

I retired very fpeedily, as I have no po-
liticks, but that of taking care to be en-
gaged in none; and I returned faying to
myfelf, that I ought not to appear again at
your houfe unlefs I am fent for.

Neverthelefs, if I knew the hour you de-
dicate to your good friends the Belles Let-
tres, 1 would anxioufly endeavour to ap-
proach you. Something would iffue from
your excellent memory and brilliant ims-
gination, which would embellith mine
and ferve to diftinguith me in fociety.

I always regret having heard but
half the reading of a certain manufcript
where Rome, fhewn as fhe is, moft amply
fatisfies the curiofity. There the flowersare
mixt with the fruit, and it is the moft
greeable bafket which can be prefented tc
people of tafte. My foul is impatient tc
hear the reft. Iknow youare too obliging
not to fatisfy her defire,

You could not have chofen a happie
epoch than the reign of Benedi&t XIV
to paint Rome to advantage. It feems a
if he revived this City in the eyes of Fo
reigners, and that the Sciences refumt
freh  luftre to pay their court «
him: fo trueitis, that a monarch only i
wanted to give life and motion eventc
things that are inanimate.

I
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If by great accident there happens to
e one hour with which you are embar-
affed, fend for Ganganelli, and he will
sove to you that there is neither ftudy,
bufinefs, nor vifit, which can detain him,
when he is called upon to prove the zeal

with which he has the honour to be, &c.
_ Rome, 2d March 1753,

S e S e e e e e e e e S

LETTER LXV.
TO THE SAME.

NDEED you are too generous, when
you would give me three hours of
your time, and leave them to my own
choice. ‘To-morrow, then, fince you al-
low me, I will go and enjoy the benefit of
your kindnefs. It would be in vain to
whifper to my Genius, to deck herfelf out
for this interview with all the elegance fhe -
is miftrefs of ; for fhe muft be content with
admiring you in filence. Timidity, witha
confcioufnefs of poflefling but few or tri-
fling accomplithments, will hinder her from
appearing to the leaft advantage before
you. You muft therefore expect to be at
the whole expence of the entertainment
yourfelf ; and no one but you, who are as
Toode
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modeft as you are well informed, will
repine at it.

Notwithftanding all the pleafure I fhall
have in waiting on you, I {hould ftill have
more, if the Duke de Nivernois is yet
with you, whofe foul and genius is uni-
verfally admired. He is one who is only
learned with the learned, and whofe fcnence,
if we may ufe the exprefﬁon, isinterwoven’
with rofes and jeffamine.

- I will communicate a produétion of one

of our young Monks to you, which will
convince you that there is not only learn-
ing, but likewife genius to be met with
in the Cloifter, when talents are exercifed
as if they were “encouraged. Plants that
have been thought barren, have fometimes
produced moft excellent fruit.

I have the honour, &c,
Rome, 3d. March, 1753.

LETTER LXV.

TO CARDINAL QUIRINI, BISHOP OF
BRESCIA.

MosTt EMINENT,
OUR Eminency does me too much
honour, and has too good an opi-

nion of my weak abilities, when you deign
t0
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to afk me how Theology fhould be ftudied
and taught.

Formerly there was only one way of un-
folding that fublime fcience, which having
its fource in God himfelf, fpreads in
the midft of the church like a majeftic
and moft abundant River; and that was
called the Pofitive.

From the refpe& which was paid to the
facred dotrines of the Holy Scriptures,
the Councils, and the Fathers, the Pro-
feflors of Theology were undoubtedly con-
tent to place morals and the evangelical
opinions quite fimply before the eyes of
the ftudents. Thus the Commandments
of God were propofed formerly to the Jews
without a.commentary, and they treafured
them up in their hearts and memories, as
what ought principally to engage them,
and bé the means of their happinefs.

The Church, although feated upon the
Holy Mountain whofe foundations are eter-
nal, has been always agitated by tempefts,
and has feen rebellious children fpringing
from her bowtls, from time to time, who
had learnt the delufions of fophiftry; and
it was their artful language which obliged
the Defenders of the Faith to affume the
method of fyllogifm.

All the world knows the time when
certain teachers were obliged to arm them-
felves with enthymemes and fyllogifms, to
drive thofe heretics from their laft en-

trenchments
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trenchments, who cavilled at the mean-
ings of the Scripture, and at all its terms.

Thomas, that Angel of the Schools, and
Scotus, that fubtile Dottor, thought they
muft make ufe of the fame form; and
their method, fupported by their ﬁnmng
reputation, mfenﬁbly prevailed in the
Univerfities.

But as every thing commonly degene-
rates, it was not poflible to keep the pofitrue
Theology in ufe; and the manner of teach-
ing in the fchools, which thence got the
name of fcholaflic, ran too often upon
words and diftin¢tions. ‘They perplexed
every thing from their folicitude to clear
up every thing, and often replied- to no-
thing, from their defire to anfwer all.

Befides that this wrangling -only- fuited
Philofophy, it had the appearance of ren-
dering the moft certain things problema-
tical: and this was the more unhappy, as
they agitated fome ridiculous queftions,
and fplit upon myfteries, whofe fublimity
and depth ought to have ﬁopped every
man of reflection.

However, as the Scholaftic method had
the advantage of aflifting the memory, by
giving form to reafonings ; and the abufe «
with which it is reproached, never darken-
ed the holy truths, whofe reign is as
lafting as God himfelf; it was thought
proper flill to preferve it.

I have
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I have always thought, my Lord, that
the Scholaftic manner modified, as it is
taught at the Sapienza in Rome, and in
the firft fchools of the chriftian world,
might fubfift without enervating morals,
or altering doCtrines, provided the Pro-
feflors be men of found underftanding,
and not apt to miftake funple opinions
for articles of Faith.

Nothing.is more dangerous than to
give as a matter of faith, what is only a
matter of opinion, and to confound a
pious belief with a thing which is re-
vealed. The.true Theologift employs
only real and folid diftin¢tions, and draws
no confequences but from clear and pre-
cife principles. -

A truth is never better eftablithed than
by the univerfal approbation of all the
Churches, which is a circumftance the
greater part of modern Theologians do not
fufficiently attend to. The tcnets of the
Eucharift never appeared more folidly efta-
blithed, than when the dottrines on that
fubjet among the Roman Catholics and
the Greek f{chifmaticks were fhewn to be
fo fimilar. .

Theology, to be folid and fhining, that
is to fay, to preferve its moft eflential at-
tributes, needs only a clear and fimple ex-
- pofition of all the articles of the Faith,
and then it will appear fupported by all
its proofs, and all its authorities.

Vor. I. L If
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If Theologians would eftablith, for ex-
ample, the truth of the myftery of the In-
carnation, they muft thew that God, whc
could not a&t but for himfelf, had in view
at the creation of the world, the Eternal
Word by whom the world was made ; and

> / that in forming Adanm, as Tertullian fays, be
" [ traced out the lincaments of Fefus Chroft.

- his is conformable to the dec¢trine of St.
ch ul, who declares in the moft exprefs

..# manaer, that all exifts in the Divine Me-
diator, and fubfifts only by him. Owmmwia
per ipfum &S in ipfo conflant.

They preve afterwards by the types and
the prophecies whofe authenucity they
fthew, that the Incarnation is their object,
and that there is nothing in thefe holy
books which does not relate to it, direGly
or indireétly : then they thew the time and
the place where this ineffable myftery was
accomplithed, examining the character of
the figns which accompanied it, the wit-
nefles who attefted it, the wonders which
followed it, and difplay all the traditions
upon that fubject

They next demonftrate the autho-
rity of the Fathers of the Church, the
force of their reafonings, the fublimity
of their comparifons ; and employ the
fcholaftic method to unravel the fophif-
tries of herefiarchs, to combat and con-
quer them with their own weapons.

Thus

~

~ !
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Thus Pofitive theology refembles a mag-
nificent garden, and the Scholaftic method
of reafoning is a hedge ftuck with thorns,
to prevent noxious animals from getting
in and ravaging it.

If I taught only the Scholaftic method
when I was Lecturer in theology, it was be-
caufe being of the fame brotherhood with

Scotus, I could not decline teaching after
his method. An individual cannot change
the mode of inftruction in an Order of
which he is a member, but with an ill
grace ; it might be often attended with
bad confequences—not that we fhould
fervilely embrace fantaftick opinions.

For you, my Lord, who, in quality of
Bifhop have an inconteftible right to] pre-
kribe the method of teaching, and give it
what form you pleafe, I beg of you to re-
commend to your Theologians to ufe the
Scholaftic mode with difcretion, for fear
of enervating Theology.

I believe your views would be anfwered,
if they were to draw from the fources, in-
Read of fimply copying from the manu-

{cript theologies; and if they would be
content to explain the doftrines of the
Church without giving into difputes, or
party {pirit.

This fpirit is the more dangerous, my
Lord, as they then fubflitute their own
opinions for eternal truths, which every
one ought to refpet; and enter into alter-

L 2 cations
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cations which, under pretence of fupport-
ing the caufe of God, extinguifh charity.

Do not permit them to fupport free
will, by denying the alinighty power of
grace ; nor, by enhancing the value of that
ineftimable and intirely free gift, to deftroy
liberty ; nor from too great refpett
for the Saints, to forget what they owe
to Jefus Chrift. All theological truths
are but one, in the manner they hold to-
gether ; and there are fome covered witha
myfterious veil, which it is impoffible to
draw afide.

The great fault of fome Theologiansis
a defire to explain every thing, and not
knowing where to ftop. The apoftle has
told us, for example, in {peaking of
Heaven, that eye bath not Jfeen, nor cr
beard what God bas referved for bis
Saints ; and yet they give us a defcription
of Paradife as if they had juft returned
from thence. They aflign ranks to the
Chofen, and would almoft cry out “ He-
““ refy !” againft the men who fhould dare
to contradi&t them. The true Theologian
ftops where he fhould ; and when a thing
has not been revealed, or the church has
not pronounced upon it, he does not take
upon him to decide. There will always
be an impenetrabale cloud between God
and man, till the moment of eternity.

The types ceafed with the old Law, to
give place to reality ; but the evidence is

not




CLEMENT XIV. 177
not to be found till after death ; fuch is
the ceconomy of Religion. It were to be
withed, my Lord, that in fpeaking of
God they would always pronounce his
name with a holy fervour; not as a Being
whom they read, butasa Spint whofe im-
menfe perfeCtions excite the greateft re-
fpect and admiration. Thus inftead of fay-
ing that God would be unjuft, God would
be a liar, God would not be all-powerful, if
fuch and fuch things happened; they fhould
take care that no fuch injurious expref-
fions be joined to that name. Let us be
content to anfwer with St. Paul; * Can
*¢ there be any injuftice in God ? God for-
“bid:®  Numqguid iniquitas apud Deum ?
Abfir.

The name of God is fo awful and holy,
that it thould never be introduced into hu-
man compofitions or debates. It is -not
enough that man may exercife his talents
upon the phenomena of nature, that he -
may difpute about the elements and their
effects, without making God himfelf the
fubjet of his argument ?

This has rendered Theology ridicu-
lous in the eyes of Freethinkers, and
has perhaps taught them to ufe the Al-
mighty’s name in all their objettions and
their farcaf{ms :--for how can theology which
is the difplay of the wifdom of Provi-
dence, and the attributes of an infinite Being
who is all-excellent and all-powerful, ap-

L 3 Qeax
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pear to be a trifling f{cience, except from its
being prefented without dignity ? Shall
the natwre of a grain of fand that the
wind fporteth with at pleafure, of an in-
fect that is trod under foot, of the earth
itfelf which is perithable, be ftudied
before the knowledge of God himfelf !
that God from whom we have our being,
in whom we live and move, before
whom the {ea is but a drop of water, the
mountains a point, and the whole uni-
verfe an atom!

It 1s with the grandeur of the immenfe
and Supreme Being, that the Theologian
fhould begin his courfe of theology. After
having demonftrated his abfolute necef-
fary exiftence, and that it is neceflarily
eternal ; after having fought for the crea-
tion of fpirits even in his bofomn ; after
having proved that all flows from him as
its firft principle ; that all breathes in him
as its center; that all returns to him as its
end ; he fhould then difplay his immenfe
wifdom and his infinite goodnefs, from
whence refults Revelation, and the wor-
fhip it has ordained.

‘Then the natural law, the written law and
the law of Grace, fhould appear each in their
pre-eminence, according to the order of
chronology. He fhould next demonftrate
how God was always warfhipped by a fmall
number in f{pirit and in truth; how the
Church annihilated the Synagogue,fand

rom
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fram age to age cut off thofe rebels who
would have corrupted its morals and opi-
nions ; and how, always powerful in words
and works, it was fupported by learned teach-
ers, and preferved its purity amidft the
moft dreadful fcandaland cruel divifions.

It is neceflary that thofe who ftudy The-
ology fhould be edified by what is taught'
them, and not be amufed by falfe glimmer-
ings, mare capable of dazzling than illumi-
nating them. Let them be led to the pureft
fource under the guidance of St. Au-
guttine and St. Thomas, and fhun with
care whatever hasthe appearance of novelty;
—let them be infpired with a {pirit of evan-
gelical toleration, with a tendernefs even
for thofe who combat the Faith, and be
imprefled with the fpirit of Jefus Chrift,
which is not that of harthnefs or of
tyranny.

It is not by invetives againft heretics, -
nor by giving vent to a bitter zeal againft
unbelievers, that they are to be led back
into the way of truth, butby manifeftinga
fincere defire for their converfation ; andin
fpeaking of, to fhow a fincere love for,
them, even at the time when their fo-
phiftries are to be expofed.

It is neceffary that the Profeflors of
Theology fhould oppofe the Pagan Theo-
logians to the Chriftian, as the fureft
means of overturning their Mythology, co-
vering their ancient fuperftitions with per-

L 4 petuasl
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petual ridicule, and raifing the doctrines
of the Incarnate World on their ruins.

It is yet more neceflary that thefe Profef-
fors be not fyftematical. They fhould depend
upon the Church, the Scripturesand Tradi-
tion, when they teach eternal truths, becaufe
they are then deputed by the body of Paf-
tors to teach in their name, and to exer-
cife their power,

Would to God they had faithfully fol-
lowed this method! The Church would
not have feen the moft affli¢ting and ob-
ftinate difputes arife in her bofom. Paf
fion- takes place of charity, and the ha-
tred of the Teachers produceth the moft
fatal effects.

Hence it follows, my Lord that your
Eminency cannot be too attentive in ap-

inting moderate men as Theologians,
Fr(:)m the apprehenfion that bitter zeal may
do more harm than good. The {pirit of
the Gofpel is a fpirit of peace, and it is not
right that they who preach it fhould be tur-
bulent.

If I dare, my Lord, I would beg your
Eminency to compofea body of Theology
which fhould be the eftablifhed leflon of
your diocefe, and would certainly be adopt-
ed by a number of Bifhops. The liberty

of the fchools fhould only be allowed in
indifferent queftions; becaufe there is
only one Bapti{m and one Faith.
Theology
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Theology fhould not be employed to
exercife the genius of young people, but
to enlighten them, and to raife them up,
even to Him who is the fulnefs and fource
of all light. .

It will be proper to provide the fcholars
with the beft books relative to the doc-
trines which are taught them. The beft
way of ftudying Religion, is to make them-
felves well acquainted with the Holy Scrip-
tures, the Councils, and the Fathers.
Such a courfe of ftudy will prevent them
from firaying into the paths of error, and
teach them to {peak of Chriftranity in a
manner worthy of the fubject.

I have nothing farther to add, my Lord,
but that a Profeflor of Theology fhould
be equally learned and pious. Eternal
truths fhould, as far as it is poflible be
only heard from lips that are holy.
There will réfult from thence a blefling
from heaven upon the mafter, the {cholars,
and an odour of life upon the whole dio-
cefe. Italy has always had_Theologians
whofe life kept pace with the purity of
their Theology.

Excufe my temerity, my Lord, which
would have been unpardonable, if your:
Eminency had not commanded me to give
you my opinion.

I fubmit it wholly to your judgment,
having the henour to be with the moft

L s . parfeét
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perfect obedience, and the profoundeft
refpet, &c.
Romy, 31t May, 1753.

PO R R KM IHKXHRK 2 ORKAHX

LETTER LXVIL

TQ THE CQUNT DE BIELK, A SENATOR OF
ROME.

I WILL wait upon your moft illuftrious
Lordfhip as foon as I poflibly can, to
examine the manufcript you did me the fa-
vour to mention. There is na place where
a Monk can be more at his eafe, than with
your Excellency. He there finds delicious
retirement, exquifite books, and your
amiable converfation. There is nothing fo
agreeable in the commerce of life, as that
philofophic liberty which fhakes off fervi-
tude, elevates itfelf above grandeur, als
without conftraint, and is governed by
no rule but duty.

And yet you tell me that you are not
happy. Alas! what is it you want to
make you fo? Thofe haughty Romans
who formerly inhabited the Capitol where
you refide, notwithftanding their reputa-
tion and philofophy, pofleffed mot your
tranquility ;—~They lived in the midft of

tempetts,
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tempefts, and you are in the center of
peace :—They were always in war, and
Rome is now the city of which the Pro-
phet f{peaks, wbhofe borders were peace:
Qui pofiut fines fuos pacem.

It is neither in riches nor in buftle that
we can be happy; but in a well chofen
fociety of books and friends. We are
undone if humour or caprice gets poflef-
fion of us ;—they are our greateft enemies.

Your Excellency has fuch refources in
your own mind, that you ought never to
complain of liftleflnefs. For my part, I
have only a fort of dictionary knowledge
of that evil. Butif it was at any time
to intrude into my cell, I fhould foon find
a remedy for it: I would come and profit
by ypur knowledge, and often repeat to
you the fentiments of refpe¢t and efteem
with which 1 am, &c.

ConvenT of the HoLy ArosTLss.

g1t rsge s g Vhsg st rrge B i Ry e e Wi e s g g a9 g a1
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LETTER LXVIIL
TO COUNT **=

E L L, my dear friend, what are
you doing? I is a long time

fince § faw you ; I certainly do not deferve
to
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to be deprived of that pleafure. You
know that I willingly quit my pen, my em-
ployment, and my books, when you
come to fee me.

They who come to vifit us, have no oc-
cafion for our ftudies nor our bufinefs;
and that is what very few reclufes think
of. They are only employed about them-
felves or their intereft, when you meet
them, without refle&ting that they ought
. todedicate themfelves intirely to thofe who
come to feek them.

I have always made it a law to receive
every perfon well who honours me with a
vifit, even the man that comes to importune
me—it is fufficient that he is my neigh-
bour. Now judge after this, if you will
be well received.

It is almoft eighteen days fince I faw
the lictle Abbg. Iam afraid, but I dare
not tell you that The art of being
filent is a great virtue :—happy they who
fay nothing.but what they ought to fpeak!
Accuftom yourfelf tobe fecret, without af-
feCting difcretion :—a myfterious man is
infufferable in fociety; and it requires
little fegacity eafily to penetrate the views
of him who always appears to keep his
mind to himfelf.

Iam not referved, but I make nobody my
confident, with regard either to my cor-
refpondents and relations. Never employ

finefle ;
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fineffe;; it is a wretched refource, incom-
patible with probity, and eafily difcovered.

I have been already told who the lady
is that is defigned for you; and after the
picture which has been given of her, as a
perfon who has neither falfe devotion, pre-
tended modefty, nor fantaftical humours.
I think fhe will fuit you.

I will tell you more when we meet; but
let it be foon, to-morrow, to day, in-
ftantly. I am without referve your fer-
vant and beft friend, &c.

LETTER LXIX.

TO R.P.CONCINA, ADOMINICAN

T is undoubtedly very ftrange, my re-
verend Father, that in an age fo en-
lightened there fhould be Cafuifts to
teach the abominations which you combat.
They who find your zeal too bitter, do
not know what Religion exacts, when mo-
rals and opinions are attacked. In fuch a
cafe ’tis right to fay to you: Clama, ne
ceffes t. -
- If the Church had never exclaimed with
a loud voice, every fort of error would
have ftolen imperceptibly upon her; but
whenever

1 Cry without Ceafing.
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whenever a heterodox or relaxed opinion
ftarted up, immediately the facred trum-
pet was founded, that Paftors might watch
inceffantly to ftop the fource of the evil.

Your work gave me a moft fenfible plea-
fure. I found in it that holy zeal which
charac&erifes the Fathers of the Church. I
would very willingly come to fee you; but
your employments, like mine, preventme
from gratifying the inclination I fhould
have, to affure you verbally of the re-
© fpe€tful confideration with which I have
the honour to be, &c.

Rome, 7th March, 1753.

R R R R

LETTER LXX

TO CARDINAL GENTILI

MosTt EMINENT,

W IL L attend exactly at the hour your
Eminency hath apponted, being jea-
lous of proving upon every occafion how
much your orders are refpeCtable in my
fight. It will be impoflible for me to bring
the writing you mention, asit is not finifh-
ed; but I will endeavour to fupply whatis
wanting from my memory. Sometimesit
' ferves
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ferves me very well. Iam with the pro-
foundeft refpect,

Your Eminency’s, &c.
Rowxz, 7thMarch, 1953,

LETTER LXXL.

“TO MONSIGNOR ZALUSKI, GRAND REFE-
RENDARY OF POLAND.

My Lorbp,

HAVE fruitlefly fearched for the

book you afk of me: it is meither
In our library, nor in all Reme. It will
xequire a fagacity equal to your own to be
able to difcover it: for what work is there
which you have not dragged from its con-
ccalment? There s not a book in the
world which does not owe you homage, or
can efcape your fearch,
. You will perpetuate the henour which
the Polith nation hath acquired at all
times, - by fignalizing your uncommon eru-
dition. We fhall never forget Copernicus
for matural Philofophy, Hofius for The-
ology, Zaluki for Hiftory, Zamoifki for
the Belles-Lettres, the Fathers of the Pious
Schools for learnirig, and Sobiefki for the
art of war.

[q 2) M
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The library which you have made pub-
lic, in concert with your illuftrious bro-
ther the Bifhop of Cracow, is filled with
Polith Writers, who diftinguifh themfelves
on every fubject. Itis a pity fo celebrated
a Republic fhould not encourage a love of
fcience among its filbjeéts, and that the
fpirit fo natural to your worthy country-
men fhould remain uncultivated.

The wars, of which Poland has been fo
often the dreadful theatre, has made 2
number of Authors mifcarry. They would
have penned the produttions of their ge-
nius with indelible ink; as they have writ-
ten the proofs of their valour with their
own blood.

Circumftances almoft always determine
the fate of men :—one ftifles his tafte for the
fciences by turning foldier; another re-
commends himfelf by his learning, becaufe
he leads a private life; and it is Provi-
dence which difpofeth all for the beft:
Jortiter fuaviterque difponens omnia

I with, my Lord, that your love of
books and fcience would infpire you witha
defire to revifit Rome. You came formerly
to be inftructed ;—you will come now to
give leflons, to receive the refpets of all
the world, and in particular thofe of

Your moft humble, &c.
RowmE, oth July, 1755.

LET-
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LE TTER LXXIIL

TO A MONK, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS,
APPOINTED A BISHOP.

FTER having been an humble
difciple of St. Francis, behold you

have got into the rank of the Apoftles!
It is fufficient to tell you, my dear friend
that you ought not to raife yourfelf to dig-
nity, except to be truly the fervant
of all ; you ought not to fhine, but by
the luftre of your virtue. '
There is not a dignity upon earth fo
formidable in the eyes of the Faith, as that
of a Bithop. He muft watch night and
day over the Flock of Jefus Chrift, and
think that he is to anfwer at his tribunal
for every ftray fheep. He muft renew
himfelf, that he may not tire—multiply
himfelf that he may be every where ;—
and be alone, that he may ftudy and pray.
There are two things fo effential for
Bifhops, that they cannot deferve the title,
without poflefling them in an eminent de-
gree;—Purity, to render them like the
Angels themfelves, and which has pro-
cured them that name in the Holy Scrip-
tures, as appears in the firft chapters of
the Revelation :—and Knowledge, which,
the Gofpel itfelf, intitles them to the honour
of being called the light of the world. ®s

ANAUA\N
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men bearing an immaculate charaler, they
ought not in the leaft to have their morals fuf-
pected ; and are likewife obliged to preferve
others from corruption ; and are therefore
called the falt of the earth. With refpet to
their learning, they ought to be eyes 20 tbe
blind, feet to the lome, and the light of the
world. It is not {ufficient that™a Bifhop
be virtuous, and confult learned men
to know what he (hall do; he ought to
be able to difcern good from evil, and
truth from error, for he is to judge of
doCtrines and morals; and if he does not
poflefs a talent for judgiag, he will not
have a talent for governing, and will be
eafily deceived.

What comforts me is, that you are f{o-
lidly inftructed, and that you will fee All
yourfelf; which is abfolutely neceffary,
that you may not be the dupe of hypo-
crites or informers. 1

I do not doubt of your having already
meditated ferioufly upon the Epiftle of
Paul to Timothy, and of St. Peter to all
the faithful. In the firft, you muft have
feen that a Bifhop ought to be irreprehen-
fible, fober, chafte and,peaceable’; that he
may not live like thofe Prelates whofe hif-
tory is exaltly that of the nch  man
clothed in purple and fine linen, and who
live every day in fplendor, but leave La-
zarus to die at their gate.

From the fecond you will have learned
not to domineer over any Redlefrftic under

- Jou



CLEMENT XIV. o1
your care; for the {pirit of Jefus Chriftis
not a fpirit of dominiog, but a fpirit of
gentlenefs and humility ; fo that a Bifhop
ought to look upon the Curates as his
equals, in the order of chriftian charity,
though they are not {o in that of the Hie-
rarchy. His houfe ought to be ever open
to receive them. -

Do not flightly difpenfe with your fel-
dom preaching the word of God, remem-
bering what St. Paul faid, that be was not

JSewt 1o bapuyfe, but 1o preach. Manage
fo, that there be no Sacrament which you do
not adminifter from time to time, to thew
Your Diocefans that you devote yourfelf to
them in ficknefs or in health, at their
births as well as at their deaths.

Above all, vifit regularly the diocefe
which is intrufted to you, and take care
that your vifits be not like tempefts which
infpire terror, but like beneficent dews
fpreading chearfulnefs and fertility.

If you find by chance any of your af-
fiftants who have finned, ftretch over him
the cloak of charity, to lead him back ta
his duty by gentlenefs, and to hide the
fcandal as much as poffible. If it is a
crimme, engage him fecretly to quit his
fituation, but fecure a retreat for him be-
fare he leaves it.

I will not defire you to have a. paternal
tendernefs for the Monks; That would
be ta offend you. You owe to thﬁm

w hat
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what you now are, and it was at their
fchool that you,*as well as I, learnt all
that we know. Vifit them often with cor-
diality ; it is the way to excite a juft emu-
lation among them, and to make them re-
fpeGted. It is to do honour to one’s felf,
to honour thofe whofe lives are a continual
labour. A general who fhould defpife
his officers, would deferve the greateft con-
tempt himfelf.

Do not fuffer the piety of the Faithful
" to be fed with falfe legends, nor to be oc-
cupied in petty obfervances; but teach
them to inftru¢t their flock to have re-
courfe conftantly to Jefus Chrift, as our
only Mediator, and to honour the Saints=-
only in refercnce to him. The method of
inftrution is left 6 you, and you fhould
know what they teach.

Do not eafily confent to admit into Or—
ders; becaufe Italy abounds in fupernume—
rary Pneﬁs, who carry their ignorance andk
poverty into foreign nations, debafing the=
dignity of the Priefthood, and difhonour—
ing their country.

Give benefices which have a charge
of fouls, only to perfons of acknow—
ledged merit, elpecially in learning and
piety ; and pay attention to him who has
long laboured, in preference to one newly
ordained.

Aflociate with you for the government
of your Diocefe thofe only who have

grown
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grown grey in the miniftry, and whofe
age, as well as virtue, will give them au-
thority. A Bifhop is defpifed who has
only young people for his fociety and
and council, becaufe on every occafion they
can influence his judgement. The Pope has
only one Vicar General, and confequently
one is {ufficient for you.

Let the loweft of your titles be my Lord,
and thofe of Father and Servant be much
more dear to you; for the fafbion of this
world pafferh away, and all grandeur with it.

In fine, while in the midft of riches
and honours, do not receive more than is
neceflary to {fupply your wants, and make
you refpected ; refleCting, that Saint Paul
kept bis body in fubjection, and that every
Chriftian ought to mortify himfelf.

Above all, Ifay, refide, and | fay again,
refide. A fhepherd who keeps at a dif-
tance from his flock without reafon, has
no right to eat.

Thefe are harfh truths ; but as we can-
not change them, you muft either fubmit
to them, or abdicate.

Let the poor be your friends, your bro-
thers and your “companions. You can-
not give too much. Alms-giving is one
of the moft effential obligations of a Bithop,
and muft be done in houfes, in prifons, in
public places, indeed every-where, to fol-
low the fteps of our Divine Saviour, who
never ceafed during his, mortal life to da

: good
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good. But give with chearfulmre{s—hilarem
datorem diligit Deus t--and give in fucha
manner that you become indigent yourfelf.

I fay nothing to you about your dornef-
tic employments, convinced that you will
divide your time between prayer, ftudy,
and the Government of your Diocefe. A
Bithop never tires of reading the Scrip-
tures and the Fathers, when he knows their
value, when he doth not live in dnfﬁpanon,
and is fenfible that a Bifhopric is a for-
midable burden and not a fecular dignity.

Hear all the world, and make yourfelf
popular after the example of our Divine
Mpﬁer, who allowed even little children
to approach him, and fpoke to them with
the greateft goodnefs. Frequendy vifit
thofe individuals of your Diocefe who have
met with any misfortune, that you may be
their help and their comfort.

It is an odious thing in a Bithop t
know none but thofe of rank and fortune
in _his Diocefe. The lower people mur-
mur, and with reafon ; for they are of-
ten more precious in the fight of God.

If there fhould be any difpute among
the inhabitants of the town where your bi-
fhopric lies, inftantly become a mediator.
A Bifhop fhould know no law-fuits but
thofe of other people, and labour to ac-
commodate them.

Examine the Ecclefiafticks, yourfelf, who
apply for orders, and take care that they

never
.+ God loveth a chearful giwer.
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Rever be afked queftions that are childifh,
or fareign to what they ought to know.
Take care that your Confeffors obferve the
Rules of St. Charles in the Tribunal of

FPenitence.

Do not, on pretence of bufinefs, fall
anto the habit of going but feldom
®o your Church. The Public will
mot be fatisfied with fuch reafons ; they
<lefire to be edified ; and who will pray to
God, if the Bifhop will not ?

When you have thus filled up the mea-
fures of your time, you will find your-
fLelf furrounded with a multitude of good
works at the hour of death. You know
that they follow us into eternity, while
Ppride, grandeur, and titles are loft in the
«larknefs of the grave, and leave a fright-
ful void in the foul. Read often what is
faid to the Bifhops defcribed in the Reve-
lations, and tremble.

I believe I have run over all the duties
of a Bifhop, in this letter ;—it is for you
to practife them. You have certainly faid
to yourfelf, and much better than I can,
what I have juft now reminded you of,
but you called upon me for my counfels.--
They" proceed, I fwear to you, from the
moft lively friendfhip and fincere defire to
fee you labour effectualy toward your own
falvation, in labouriag for that of others.
You are doubly obliged to it, both as
a Monk and a Bifhop.

: I wait
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I wait your being inducted, to write to
you with more ceremony. Adieu! I em-

brace you with all my heart.
ConveNT of the HoLy ArosTLES,
3oth May, 1755.

LETTER LXXIIL
TO THE ABBE LAMI

AM enchanted with your laft fheet.

Your criticifm is accurate, and it is
thus you fhould -cenfure, . without impa-
tience, caprice or partiality, according to
the rules of juftice and tafte. Growing
talents have often been difcouraged by
being judged with too much rigour. I
do not know any one work, ancient or
modern, which will not appear defective,
if you are difpofed to criticife every part
of it. Authors have need of the indul-
gence of Reviewers ; and Reviewers them-
felves, of the indulgence of the Public, be-
caufe there is nothing abfolutely perfect.

I am much obliged to you for the ac-
count you give us from time to time of
French books. Thofe of the laft age had
more force, but thofe of the prefent are
more pleafing. It is common enough to
have the fine give place to the pretty ; it
is the diminutive which is derived from

' AN
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the fubflantive. Your eulogium of Cardi-
nal Lancé is juftly due to him. He edi-
fies the whole Church by his fhining vir-
tues, and they are accompanied with an
immenfe variety of knowledge. I {hould
be delighted, if he lived at Rome ;—I
would endeavour to merit his approbation,
in order to enjoy the benefit of his en-
lightened underftanding. He is-a pupil
of the Congregation of St. Genevieve in
France, fo renowned for knowledge and
piety, and wore the habit of that Order
for fome time.

e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e i e e e e

"LETTER LXXIV.
TOAGENTLEMAN OF TUSCANY,

T\ HE ‘education you propofe giving

- your children will be only a varnifh,

if it is not founded upon religion. There

are forme occafions in the courfe of life,

‘where probity is not fufficiently ftrong to

refift certain temptations, and where the

foul is debafed, if it is not raifed by the
firm belief of Immortality.

It is neceffary for the wifdom and hap-
pinefs of man, that he fhould have a view
of the Deity from his tendereft infancy, as

Vor I M A



198 LETTERSOF GANGANELLI,
the principle and the end of all things;
and reafon and faith fhould tell him, that
it is defcending to the rank of beafts
to be without either worfhip or law : he
fhould be made to know that Truth being
one, there can be only one Religion ; and
if our belief was not determined by
authority, every one would have his own
fyftem, and his own opinion.

It is not by an attention to trifling cere-
monies that you will make your children
true Chriftians. Chriftianity is the greateft
enemy to Pharifaical zeal and fuperttition.
The Church .prefcribes duties enough
without our endeavouring to multiply
them. We too frequently negle&t what is
precept, to follow what is only advice,
becaufe we love rather to hearken to ca-
price than to reafon ; and becaufe pride
and fingularity perfectly agree.

You fhould take a great deal of pains
to elevate the fouls of your three young
people, and to convince them, that the
greateft pleafure of man is to refle®, and
to be confcious of his exiftence. This isa
pleafure fo f{ublime, and fo worthy of a
heavenly {pirit, that I look upon him who
knows not this happinefs, as.a wretched,
or, at leaft, an infenfible being.

The Catechifm is fufficient to teach re-
vealed truths : but in an age of infidelity,
fomething more is wanted than the Alpha-
bet of Religion: You fhould therefore fill

your



CLEMENT XIV. 199

your children’s minds with thofe pure
lights which diffipate the clouds of modern
philofophy, and the darknefs of corrup-
tion.

A few but folid books will make your
children well-informed Chriftians. Let
them be read lefs with an intention to fix
‘them in the memory, than to grave them
on the heart. It is not neceflary to form
young people to defend a thefis, but tobe
obliged as rational creatures to convince
themfelves of eternal truths.

When youth have ftudied religion from
its firft principles, ‘they feldom fuffer them-
felves to be feduced by fophiftry and
impiety, unlefs the heart be intirely cor-
rupted.

You fhould watch. carefully to preferv
them fpotlefs, not by employing informers
and fpies, but -by having your ears and
your eyes every where to imitate the Deity
whom we do not fee, but who feeth over
all.. : ‘

The children fhould not perceive that
they are diftrufted and-obferved, for that
will difcourage them, and make them
murmur ; they will conceive averfion
againft thofe they ought to love, fufpect
an evil which they would not have thought
of, and feek only to deceive :—Hence it is
that all Scholars act only from fear, and are
never more pleafed than whenat a diftance
from their Superiors.

M 2 ‘ ™R
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Be lefs the mafter than the friend of
yow children ; and then they will be
tran{parent to your eyes, and even tell
their faults themfelves. Young folks have
a hundred times told me their griefs and
their errors, becaufe I always treat them
with mildne(s :—they will give you the
key of their hearts, when they find that
you fincerely with them well, and that it
i8 a pain to you to reprove them.

There are many reafons which induce
me to advife a domeftic education, and
there are ftill more which hinder me from
perfuading you to it. Domeftic educationis
commonly the beft calculated to fecure their
‘morals ; but it prefents fuch a famenefs, itis
fo luke-warm and languid, that it difcou-
rages all emulation : befides, as they are
watched too narrowly, they more frequently
become hypocrites than good pupils.

Neverthelefs, if you can find a Precep-
tor gentle, patient, fociable, and learned,

- who can unite condefcenfion with fteadi-

nefs, wifdom with gaiety, temperance with

amiablenefs, I fhould defire you to make
the trial, being perfuaded that you will do
nothing but in concert with him, and that
you will not feek to controul him. There
are too many Fathers who look upon a
Preceptor- as a mercenary, and illiberally
think they are his mafter, becaufe he re-
ceives their wages.

Truft
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Truft your fons only to a man upon
whom you can depend as upon your-
felf ; but after you have found fuch a
man, do not hefitate to leave him entire-
ly mafter. Nothing difgufts a Tutor fo
much as diftruft and a diffidence of his
capacity. Take care what fervants you
admit about your children ; it is generally
through them that youth are corrupted.

Manage {o as to have an amiable ferenity
conftantly fhining on your face and in your
eyes, and that every thing be done as you
would have it, without reftraint or fear.
Nobody loves a ftorm, but all the world
rejoices in fine weather.

Attach pleafures to every kind of ftudy
which you propofe for your fons, by ex-
citing a keen defire of knowledge, and an
ardent impatience of ignorance.

Take care that they have relaxation
from their ftudies, that their memories
and judgments may not grow tired.
When difguft is joined with ftudy, they
conceive an averfion to books, and fighaf-
ter idlenefs and fupinenefs.

Inftru¢t them by making them love
your documents, not by the fear of pu-
nithments ; and for this purpofe take
care to enliven them by fome little hifto- -
ries or fallies, which may awaken atten>'
tion. I knew a young man at Milan who
‘became fuch a lover of ftudy, that he
looked upon holidays as neceflary for re-
4 M3 Laraon
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laxation, but confidered them as days of
forrow : his books were his pleafure and
his treafure. It was a good Prieft who by
gaiety, and the refources of his imag:
nation, had infpired him with a love for
works of tafte and learning. He would
have been one of the moft learned men in
Europe, if death had not ftopped himin
his career.

'Adapt their ftudies to their times of hfe,
"and do not think of making them Meta-
phyficians at twelve years old™: that is not
educating young people, but teaching
words to Parrots.

Learning is like food. " The ftomach
of a child requires light nourithment ; and
it is only by degrees that he is 4c
cuftomed to more folid or fubftanal
diet.

Never fail to let an amuﬁna fucceed a
ferious book, and to intermix poetry with
profe.  Virgil is not lefs eloquent than
Cicero ; his dcfcriptions, images, "and
expreflions, give fancy and elocution to
thofe who pofefs it not naturally. Poetry
is the perfection of language; and if peo-
plc do not apply to it while they are young,
they never acquire a tafte for it. It is im-
pofiible, after a certain age, to read verfe
long, without having a real tafte for poetry.

Neverthelefs, moderate the ftudy of the
Poets; for, befides they very often take
liberties contrary to good morals, it is

Aangrros
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dangerous to love them too much. A
Young man who only fpeaks and raves of
Verfe, is infupportable in company ; he is

th a fool and a madman. [ except
thofe whofe genius is only proper for eflays
©r exercifes of this kind; and then they
are recompenfed for this enthufiafm, by
the honour of becoming like Dant€, Ari-
ofto, Taflo, Metaftafio, Milton, Corneille,
©r Racine. .

Let the hiftory of the world, nations,
and countries, be made familiar to your
Children, without becoming a dry ftudy ;
1t fhould be accompanied with fhort and
Precife refleCtions, to teach them how to
Confider events with judgement, and toac-
knowledgean Univerfal Agent, of whom all
Mankind are but the inftruments, and all
Tevolutions the combined and foreknown
¢ffets of his eternal decrees.

Hiftory is only an inanimate reading, if
they attend only to the dates and facts,
but it is a book full of life, if they obferve
the playing of the paffions, the fprings of

~ the foul, the movements of the heart, and
®{pecially if they difcovera God, who, al-
Ways mafter of events, produces, directs,
and determines them, according to his
good pleafure, andfor the accomplithment
of his fublime purpofes.

Our carnal eyes fee in this world only a
veil, which covers the ations of our
Creator ; but the eyes of faith fhew us,

' that

r‘
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that whatfoever happens is from one caufe,
and thatthis caufe is truly God.

Take care that a good Rhetorician gives
a tafte of true eloquence to your fons,
rather by example than precept. Make
them comprehend, that what is really beau-
tiful does not depend upon either modes
or times ; and that if there are different
ways of exprefling things according to dif-
ferent ages, there is only one of conceiv:
ing them properly.

Guard them againft that childifh elo-
quence, which, playing on words, is dif-
gufting to true tafte ; and perfuade them
that no gigantic ideas or expreflions ever
enter into an elegant difcourfe.  Altho' we
ought never to be fated of true eloquence,
man is fo fantaftical as to be glutted with
it; and it is owing to this, that we feea
fingular and trifling dition preferred to the
commanding language of the orators of
the laft age.

There are men and periods of time
which have eftablithed the ftandard of
tafte in every thing ; and itison their pro-
ductions that the eyes of your children
fhould be conftantly fixed, as the beft mo-
dels ; not however, to make themfelves
flaves, for they -fhould not be fervile imi-
tators of any perfon.

I love that the fancy fhould take wing,
and a&t from itfelf, inftead of being a
copy for want of invention. We have

wen
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~ men of fine parts; and we fhould have
men of genius, if they did not too me-
chanically follow the beaten road. He
knows ligtle, who knows only one path.
The fpirit of invention is inexhauftible,
when we dare make the attempt. I often
tell young people who are-under my care,
¢ Be yourfelves ; think in your own way.”
It is a melancholy thing to employ young
“people, for-whole years, in learning no-
‘thing but the art of repeating.

When your children have acquired the
age of maturity, then is the time to fpeak
to them, as a friend, of the nothingnefs of
the pleafures in which the world places its
happinefs ; of the misfortunes in which
they engage us ; the remorfe they excite ;
the injury they do both to body and foul ;
the abyfs they dig under our fteps, while
they appear only to fcatter flowers.

It will be no difficule matter for you to
point out to them the dangerous rocks of
fenfuality, either by vigorous expreflions,
or firiking examples ; and to perfuade them
that without idlenefs, the greater part of
the pleafures to which people addi¢t them-
felves fo immoderately, would have no
attraCtions. Inidlenefs,-as in fleep, they
form to themfelvesdhe moft brilliant ideas,
and reprefent a thoufand agreeable chi-
meras which have no exiftence.

When a fon is perfuaded that a father
talks only reafon to him, and folely from

' ; tendernefs,
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tenderne(s, he harkens to him, and hies
advice produces the beft effe(ts. :

Laftly, after having ereCted this edi—
fice, there flill remains what ] look up—
on as the moft difficult of all.—I mean. .
the clioice of a profeffion. Thisiscommon—
ly the touchftone ef fathess and mothers =
and the moft critical point for children.

If you will be perfuaded by me, youm
will give them a year to themfelves to re—
fle€t upon the kind of life that fuits thermm
before you fpeak to them of one profefia
fion in preference to another. ‘The goo—s
education they will have received, thm
knowledge they will have acquired, wix 1
naturally lead them to a happy iffue; am <
there will be good reafon to hope they wi 1
then decide for themizlves, according & o
their inclinations, and according to reafox.

It will then be neceflary to fpeak fre-
quently to them of the advantages arad
difadvantages of the different conditiox2s
of life, and to let them know how much
their temporal and eternal intereft is cor-
cerned in the faithful difcharge of their
duty. ‘The facerdotal and monkifh pro-
feflions furnith ample matter upon the
ineftimable happinefs they muft tafte who
are truly called to them ; and the terrible
calamities which they muft experience, who
have the rafhnefs to embrace them with-
out any but wordly views. The rank

of an Officer or a Magiftrate, prefents

a multitude of duties to difcharge; and
' it
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it is fufficient to lay thefe duties before

them, to convince them of their importance.

* After thefe precautions, and after hav-

_ing often implored the affiftance of Heaven,
your fons will enter refolutely upon the
pPlan of Life they have chofen; and you will
have the confolation of being able to fay,
before God and man, that you have re-
garded their inclinations and their liberty.
Nothing is fo fatal as for fathers to thwart
the inclinations of their children ; they ex-
pofe them to perpetual repinings, and

. themfelves to the moft bitter reproaches,
and even imprecations, which they have
unfortunately deferved.

Since Providence has given you wealth,
and you were born in a diftinguifhed rank,
you fhould fupport your fons according
totheir fortune and condition ; letting them,
however, alwaysfeel fome wants, and keep-
ing them always within the bounds of mo-
deration, to teach them that this life is not
the ftate of our happinefs, and that the
higher they are raifed, the lefs ought they

. to become proud. Take care to give them

money, that they may learn from yrur-
felf not to become mifers, and that they
may have it in their power to affift the ur-
fortunate.: It will be proper to obferve
with your own eyes, the ufe they make of
it; andif you find them addicted either to
avarice or prodigality, you fhould leflen
their allowance. :

Lally,
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Laftly, my dear and refpettable friend,

attend more to the hearts than the under-
ftandings of your fons: if the heart is
good, all will go well. )
" Cwcumftances muft teach you how to
govern them; you thould appear fometimes
indulgent, at other times fevere, but a-
ways juft and candid. Thofe young peo-
ple who will not be wife are diftrefled bya
{pirit of equity, becaufe they find, againft
their inclination, that they cannot reply.

Leave them a liberal freedom, fo that
their father’s houfe may not be their laft
choice ; it is neceflary that they fhould be
happier there than elfewhere, and find

thofe pleafures which may reafonably be -

expeCted from a parent who, though 8
friend to order, is indulgent from affection.
My pen hurries me on in {pite of me;—
as if it had fentiment, and relifhed the
pleafure which I tafte in {peaking t0
you of your dear children, whom I love
better than myfelf, and a little lefs than
you. May God heap his bleflings upon
them, and they will be what they oughtto
be !—The education which you will give
them, muft bloflom to eternity. There
it is that parents reap the fruit of the good
advice they have given to their children,
and that worthy fathers find themfelves,
with their worthy fons, to be forever happy.
Reme, 16th Aug. 1753,

END oF THE First Vouuwe.
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