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f,t,U FOREWORD

The Inventory of the County Archives of Illinois is one of a number
of bibliographies of historical material prepared throughout the United
States by workers on The Historical Records Survey Projects of the Work
Projects Administration. The publication herewith presented, an inven-
tory of the archives of Effingham County^ is number 25 of the Illinois
series.

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 193^
36 for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed
historians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. In
carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile inven-
tories of historical materials, particularly the unpublished government
documents and records which are basic in the administration of local
government, and which provide invaluable data for students of political,
economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith presented is
intended to meet the requirement of day-to-day administration by the
officials of the county, and also the needs of lawyers, business men,
and other citizens who require facts from the public records for the
proper conduct of their affairs. The volume is so designed that it can
be used by the historian in his research in unprinted sources in the

same way he uses the library card catalog for printed sources.

The inventories produced by The Historical Records Survey Projects
attempt to do more than give merely a list of records - they attempt fur-
ther to sketch in the historical background of the county or other unit
of government, and to describe precisely and in detail the organization
and functions of the government agencies whose records they list. The
county, tovra and other local inventories for the entire coimtry will,
when completed, constitute an encyclopedia of local government as well
as a bibliography of local archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of The Historical Records
Survey Projects even in a single county, woiold not be possible without
the support of public officials, historical, and legal specialists, and
many other groups in the community. Their cooperation is gratefully
acknowledged.

The Survey was organized by Luther H. Evans and directed by him until
his resignation in December, 1939» shortly after which he was succeeded
by the present director, Sargent B. Child; it operates as a nation-wide
series of locally sponsored projects in the Division of Professional and
Service Projects, of which Florence Kerr, Assistant Commissioner, is in
charge.

F, C. Harrington
Commissioner
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PREFACE

The vmdertaking now officially designated The Historical Records

Survey Projects, was initiated nationally in January, 1936» as part

of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration,

now the Work Projects Administration. In Illinois the Survey became an

independent unit in August, I936, but continued to operate as part of

the nation-wide project under the technical supervision of Dr, Luther

H, Evans, National Director, and under the administrative supervision

of the Division of Professional and Service Projects. Dr. Evans resigned

in December, 1939, ancL shortly thereafter was succeeded by the present

director, Sargent B. Child. Alston G. Field and Howard E. Colgan were

the first t^m state directors, the former serving until November 1, 1937i

and the latter to May I6, 1939. On September 1, 1939. the Illinois State

Library, of which Secretary of State Edward J. Hughes is State Librarian

and Helene H. Rogers, Superintendent of State Library Division, became

the sponsor of The Illinois Historical Records Survey Project. On January

15, 19^0, this sponsorship was assumed by the University of Illinois.

In compiling this inventory of the archives of Effingham County, the

Survey has sought to locate, describe and classify all extant county rec^

ords and to make them more easily accessible to county officials, the gen-

eral public, and research workers. It is believed that this inventory

will be useful in the preservation of this valuable material, and as a

guide to the archives wherein may be found so much important information

in the field of history, sociology, political science, and economics.

While some historians have realized this for many years, the general

public has never been made aware of the intrinsic worth of this material.

In the official documents of Effingham County are foxmd the materials of

another chapter in the story of the coming into the Illinois wilderness
of settlers who created a territory and the rudiments of a simple frontier

government, bought and sold land, built roads, established schools, and
later founded a state.

The Illinois Historical Records Survey Project has proved to be of

considerable assistance to local and county governments. Records have
been rearranged and made more accessible, material believed to be lost

has been located, indexing projects have been fostered, and county offi-
cials have been encouraged and induced to provide new equipment for their

offices and better storage space for the records.

In addition, the program of the Project has been planned to dovetail
with the lon^range plans of the State of Illinois for the care of state

and local archives. For example, the first step, the removal of all state

records to a new Archives Building, has been materially aided by the prepa-
ration of preliminary inventories by survey workers for the various state

departments. Furthermore, the program of the state for the preservation
of county records, including the making of mi cropho tographic copies of all

important historical documents, obviously presupposes inventories such as

The Illinois Historical Records Survey Project is now making.
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The inventories teing compiled by The Historical Records Survey
Projects also make possible for the first time a scientific study of the
question of record destruction. Under Illinois law no records may be de-
stroyed without specific enabling legislation. This provision, together
with the tremendous increase in the quantity of records in recent years,
has made it impossible for either the state or the counties to take care
of the documents adequately. Hence, a certain amoiint of record destruo-
tion has been inevitable. If, as seems probable, a study of these inven-
tories should lead to the enactment of adequate and sensible legislation
governing the disposition of public records, these compilations may provo
to be the most iraportaiit contribution of the Survey.

Preliminary work on the survoy in Effingham County, the twenty-fifth
on the alphabetically eirranged list of the one hundred and two counties in
Illinois, was started July 16, 1936, amd completed as far as possible Sep-
tember 15. Field forms were received in Chicago on March 26, 1937, and a
draft of the inventory was sent to Washington, September 14. This draft
was returned October 13. Inventory forms were returned to the field De-
cember 1, 1938, and received back in Chicago, August 7, 1939. The inven-
tory was taken by John R. Walker, Oliver K. Doney, Horace Davis, Henry A.
Webb, Isaac C. Hardin, Cal Atkinson, Lee Daniels, Cecil E. Pease, and Earl
W. Myers under the supervision of Kenneth C. Blood. Abstracting of county
board records, upon which much of the historicexl material of this inventory
is based, was begun November 14, 1938, by Isaac C. Hardin, Henry A. Webb,
and Earl W. Myers and finished in September, 1940.

The inventory was prepared for publication by the state editorial staff
of the Illinois Historical Records Survey Project at Chicago, under the
direction of Herbert R. Rifkind, State Editor. The Part E was prepared by
Edith Kraemer under the supervision of Maxtine O'Connor; the historical
sketch was written by Frank Sarett under the direction of Gifford Ernost;
the legal essays were compiled by Romeo Burwell; Edward J. UcDonough,
assisted by Dominic M. Krzywonos, supervised format and collation; and
Dorothy Herold was in charge of typing, stencil cutting, and mimeographing.
In addition, too much credit cannot be given to other members of the
editorial, research, and typing staffs for their intelligent and diligent
cooperation in the compilation of this inventory.

All of the officers of Effingham County cooperated in every way with the
workers, axid grateful acknowledgment of their aid is hereby made. I also
wish to express appreciation for the assistance rendered by the officials
of the Illinois Work Projects Administration and the Illinois Writers' Pro-
ject. For the cover design we are indebted to the Illinois Art Project.

The various \inits of the Inventory of the County Archives of Illinois
will be available for distribution to the governmental offices, libraries,
schools, and historicsJ. societies in Illinois, emd libraries and govern-
mental agencies in other states. Requests for information concerning par-
ticular units of the Inventory shovild be addressed to the State Supervisor.

Royal S. Vgm de Woestyne

.
State Supervisor
The Illinois Historical Records

September 27, 1940 Survey Project
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(First entry, p, 93)

1. HISTORICAL SKETCH

The County of Effingham Today

Location

Effingham County, an almost rectangular stretch of territory, com-
prises an area of 511 square miles, according to Federal census data,-'-

Hovvever, tiTo other sources vary in the number of square miles reported.
According to one of these, the area of the county is 469 square miles;"
according to the other, it is 486 square miles. "^

The county, which is located in the south-central part of Illinois, is

bounded on the north by Shelby and Cumberland counties, on the east by
Cumberland and Jasper, on the south by Clay and Fayette, and on the west bj

Fayette County.

Physiographic Characteristics and Geology

The general elevation of Effingham County is about 600 feet above sea
level. Drainage and \\'ind erosion have given the once unvarying flat plain,
with a gentle southward slope, a rough and rolling fringe along its streamy.
A few knolls and ridges arising 20 to 40 feet above the level of the sur-
rounding territory are found in the northwestern and east-central parts of

the county. The rest of the county is monotonously level.

It is generally maintained by geologists that at least two of the

several great glacial advances over this part of the country, reached the

region which now includes Effingham County, The latter of these was the

Illinoisian Glaciation which completely covered the county, leaving deposits

of a gravelly mass of drift varying in thickness from 20 to more than 100
feet and having a nearly level surface, "Effingham County being some dis-
tance removed from a major stream valley did not receive a very thick deposit

1. Population Bulletin First Series, Illinois, Fifteenth Census of the
United States; 1950 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1930),
p. 8. Hereinafter cited as Population Bulletin, 1950 .

2. E, A, Norton and Others, Effingham County Soils , Soil Report No. 48
(Urbana : University of Illinois Agricultural Experimental Station,
1931), p, 3, Hereinafter cited as Effingham County Soils .

3. History of Effingham County, Illinois , William Henry Per r in, ed,
(Chicago: Published by 0, L. Baskin & Co., 1883), p. 22, Hereinafter
cited as Perrin, History of Effingham County.
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of loess. It varies In thickness from a few inches to not more than three

feet. Most of this loess was deposited d\iriTig two different inte3>-glaciaJ.

periods, the eeirlier known as the Sangamon, and the later as the Peorian.

Between the time of the drift deposit and that of the loess enough time

elapsed so that soil was formed frora the drift. These old drift soils were

buried by the loess . • ."^

The predominant soil types in Effingham are gray silt loam covering

54,41 percent of the total area; yellow-gray silt l0£?jn covering 24.46 per-

cent; eroded gravelly loam, 9.64 percent, and mixed loam, 8.11 percent.
The climate is characterized by a wide range in temperature between the ex-

tremes of winter and summer and by an ab\indant rainfall. For the period

between 1912 and 1929, the highest temperature recorded was 110 degrees
which occurred in 1918; the lowest, minus 24 degrees, occurred in 1915.

The average ajonual rainfall for the same period was 41.06 inches.

2

Effingham's principal stream is the Little Wabash River which flows

southwardly almost through the center of the county. Some of the tribu-

taries of that river in the eastern part of the county are Ramsey, Bishop,

and Little Bishop creeks, Salt, Little Salt, West Salt, and Green creeks.

In the western part there are Fulfer, Lime, Brocket, Coon, Funkhousor, Blue

Point, Moccasin, and Wolf creeks.

3

The woods consist of several varieties of oak, hickory, elm, sassafras,

ash, hazel, summack, ironwood, sycamore, linden, red birch and a lesser

number of other varieties*

Population - Towns ajid Townships

The county's population in 1930 was 19,013, or practically the same as

in 1890 when it was 19,358.^ Between these dates there was little change

in population; in 1900, it was 20,465; in 1910, 20,055; in 1920, 19, 556.

^

The most marked growth in the county's population occurred during the years
of nineteenth century railroad construction, foreign immigration and in-

dustrial expansion in the state. In 1860, Effingham's population totaled

7,816; in 1870, 15,658; in 1880, 18, 920.

^

The first national census ^ich was taken in the county in 1840, show-

ed a population of 1,675; in the next census in 1850, it was 3,799." The

1. Effingham County Soils , p. 9,10.
2. Ibid., p. 3.

3. Ibid., p. 5.

4. Population Bulletin, 1930 . p. 8.

5« Ibid., p. 8.

6. Twelfth Census of the United States;. 1900 . v. I, Population . Part I

(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1901), p. 16.

7. Ibid.
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population density in 1930, was 37,2 per square mile, far below that fdr th(

state as a v;hol©, which was 136,2. A preliminary report on the 1940 cen-
sus showed a notable increase in the county's population during the last de-

cade. This increase which brought the population up to 22,015, the high-
est in the county's history, is attributed to the fact that Effingham is

one of the ten "oil counties" in the twenty-third congressional district of
the state all but one of which, Lawrence County, made substantial popula-
tion gains between the last tr.vo censuses, 'In Effingham itself, hovrever,

no coal or oil has been discovered thus far, although t\TO wells have been
drilled in recent years. The exceptional gain in population is no doubt
due to an overflow of oil field workers from the overcrowded surrounding
towns of the oil producing counties.

The most populous community in the county is its namesake, the county
seat, vfith a population in 1930 of 4,978,^ Kext in size of population for
the same year, is the city of Altatnont, with 1,225 inhabitants. Then come
the following villages: Teutopolis, with 710 inhabitants, Edgewood, with
492;'Dieterick, with 488; Mason, v:ith 328j Beecher City, with 321; Mont-
rose, with 309; Watson, ^^dth 286; and Shumway, with 178,^

Effingham, which since 1861 has been under the supervisors' system of
county government, is divided into the following fifteen civil tovmships:
Banner, Bishop, Douglas, Jackson, Liberty, Lucas, Mason, Moccasin, Mound,
St, Francis, Summit, Teutopolis, Union, Watson, and West,

The County's Economy

The county is predominantly agricultural. Of the approximate' area of

327,040 acres, 85,1 percent -was farm land in 1935, consisting of 2,255
farms, with an average acreage of 123,4, The rural fam population of the

county in 1930 v;as 9,140 or 48,1 percent of the total.

Thd largest single crop raised is corn, which accounted in 1939 for

20.3 percent of the total cultivated land; 4.,9 percent v^as under vdntor
wheat; 7,8 percent under spring grains; 16,9 percent in hay, and 31,3 per-

cent v/as pasture land,'

1, Population Bulletin, 1930
, p, 8.

2, "Oil Counties Show Increase in Population," Chicago Daily News , July
17, 1940,

3, Population Bulletin, 1930
, p, 17,

4, Ibid,, p, 17,

5, Ibid,

6, Information Pertaining to Farm, Home and Community (Urbana: University

of Illinois College of Agriculture, Agricultural Experimental Station

and Extension Service in Agriculture and Homo Economics, 1936), p, 2,3,

Hereinafter cited as Farm, Home and Community ,

7, Ibid,, p, 16.
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In fertility the land is lower than the average for the state. This
is indicated in the following tabulation of average crop yield over the
ten-year period, 1924-1933, for the county and the state:

Effingham
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tanoe hauling. The roads of the county cover 995 miles, 185 .miles of
which are state-aid roads.

Early Settlement and Establishment as a County

First Settlers

In 1814 or 1815, Griffin Tipsword (his family name was Sourds, but
he called himself Tipsword after he migrated to Illinois) came from Vir-
ginia to this part of the state and settled among the Kickapoo Indians
adopting their mode of life. This tribe then occupied v;hat at present
comprises parts of Effingham, Fayette, and Shelby counties* Next came

Isaac Fancher and family in 1825, follovred by Ben Campbell, and Jesse and
Jack Fulfer in' 1826, Two years later came Thomas I. Brockett and family,
Stephen Austin, Richard Robinson, John McCoy, Robert L'oore, and Richard
Cohea, among others. Most of the early settlers came from Tennessee and
Ohio.' Settlements were started in Blue Point on Fulfer Creek, the WabaSh
River, on Brockett's Creek, and in the present Union Tovmship. In 1829,
the Federal government commenced work in this county on the Cumberland
Road and in due time built 'a bridge across the Little Y/abash River,
Many of" the early pioneers, prior to and after organization of the county,
came over this road to settle in Effingham.

Creation of the County

By the end of 1830, there v/ere fifty-one families in the Effingham re-

gion, and there was a movement under way to form it into a separate county.

The bill to put this into effect was sponsored by General 17,L,D. Ewing,

then a leading law^'er of Vandalia, \Villiam Linn, and Joseph Duncan, ' This

bore fruit. An act establishing the counties of Jasper c^nd Effingham was

approved by the legislature on February 15, 1831, First, the act defined
the boundaries of Jasper; then it proceeded to delimit Effingham County as

follows: South from tlae northwest corner of Jasper to the line between
towns 5 and 6 north; thonce west to the line between ranges 3 and 4 east of

the third principal meridian; thence north to the northwest corner of sec-

tion 19, town 9 north, 4 oast; thence cast to the northeast corner of sec-

tion 24, town 9 north, 6 cast; thence south to the southeast corner of town
9 north, 6 east; thonce oast to the lino between ranges 7 and 8 east;

thence south to the beginning "shall constitute a now county, horoaftor to be

1, The Old Settler's Bulletin published by C. F. Coleman, Historian
(Effingham, September 7, 1935), v. I, No, 1, Hereinafter cited as

Coleman, Old Settler's Bulletin ,

2, Pcrrin, History of Effinfham County, p. 16,18,39,78; Coleman, Old
Settler's Bulletin ,

3, Pcrrin, History of Effin-ham County, p. 61,37.
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organized, to be called the county of Effingham, and the county seat there-
of, ivhon selected and located, shall be called by such name as the com-
missioners . . . shall designate,"-^

The act named John Haley, James Galloway, and John Hall commissioners
to locate the seat of justice for Effingham in <±io follomng quaint manner:
"The said commissioners, or a majority of them, aro hcrebj^ required to pro-
ceed the said commissioners respectively, at ajiy time they may agree upon,
previous to the first day of November next, and with an eye to the best
interest of said counties, shall select a suitable place for the seat of
justice ..." The commissioners were empowered to receive for county pur-
poses, a donation of not less than twenty acres of land, or in lieu of
land, a sufficient sum of money for the erection of county buildings. It
was further stipulated in the act that -vi^ien the selection of land shall
have been made, the commissioners for Effingham "shall report their pro-
ceedings to tlie recorder of Fayette county, who shall receive and keep the
same . . . until the said counties shall be organized," This is the only
reference in the act to Fayette from which most of Effingham was formed; the
rest of it, a sm.all area, was taken from Crav/ford County,

Organization of the County^

The First Administrative Body ,

the County Commissioners' Court

On December 20, 1832, a year and ten m.onths after the county was for-
mally established, the legislature approved an act to organize the county
government of Effingham, The act specified that an election for three
county commissioners, one sheriff, and one coroner be held in the town of
Ewington, and at the house of Thomas I, Brockett "on the first Ifonday in
January next," Jacob Slover, John Loy, and Levi Jordan (Jordon) Jr., were
designated to serve as judges of election at E\'ri.ngton, and Valliam Thomason,
Williajti Brockett, Jonathan Parkhurst to serve in the same capacity at
Thomas I, Brockett' s house, Effingham was attached to the fourth judicial
circuit to vote with Fayette in the election of state representatives, and
with the counties of Payette, Marion, and Clay in senatorial elections,^

1, L.1851 , p, 51.

2, Ibid,, p. 51,52,
3, This part of the Sketch, which is based on m.aterial gathered from the

supervisors' records, deals with the administrative functions of the

commissioners' and county courts, and boards of supervisors of Effing-
ham County for the first thirty-odd years subsequent to its organiza-
tion,

4, L,1835, p, 22,23,
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The original county seat, Ewington, was given that name by the locat-
ing commissioners in honor of W'.L.D.Eviring* Effingham was named after Lord
Edv;ard Effingham who in 1775 resigned his commission as General in the

British Army, refusing to serve in the war against the colonies ^^

At the election authorized by the foregoing act, Theophilus W, Short,
Isaac Fancher, and William I, Hankins were elected the first covinty com-
missioners, and they proceeded to organize the court at &vington at a spec:

session held on January 2.1, 1833, At this m.eeting the only business trans-

acted was the appointment of Joseph H, Gillespie as county clerk, and the
administering of his oath of office.

The second session was held on February 4, The court ordered the
division of the county into two justices districts, or election precincts,
the polling place of one being Ewington, with the same judges who acted in

the first election. The house of Thomas I, Brockett was designated as th(

voting place in the second district, with John llartin, William Brockett,
and IVilliam Thomason as election judges^"^ The court ordered an election
for two justices of the peace and tv;o constables to be held on March 2,

1833. John Funkhouser was issued a license to vend goods, wares, and mer-
chandise for which he was charged $5,00 for one year,^

The court met next on L'larch 4 to accept a donation to the county of

twenty acres of land in Ewington, made by James II, and Joseph Duncan, The
county surveyor was ordered to lay out the land into lots, and a commissior
consisting of Robert Moore, George D, Neville, and S,R. Powell was appoint-
ed to place a value on each of the lots, and make a report to the court rioi

later than the first of May next, "And if Said Lots so valued does not
bring the price as agreed upon by Said Commissioners when offered for sail
it shall be no Sail ."*" The lots vrere to be offered at a public sale on
terms of three equal installments, payable in six, twelve, and eighteen
months, the purchasers to give security. Arrangements provided for the sa]

to be advertised for four weeks in the Illinois Advocate of Vandalia,°

!• Counties of Illinois, Their Origin and Evolution , compiled and publishe
by Edward J. Hughes, Sec, of State (Springfield: Printed by Authority
of the State, 1934), p, 65, Hereinafter cited as Counties of Illinois.

2, Commissioners' Record, v. A, p, 1,
' "

3, Ibid,, p, 2 (for the first years of the county's existence, names which
appear in the county records are spelled differently in different en-
tries. In this sketch, the spelling which appears in the official
roster of county officers, or as it is most frequently used in the rec-
ord, will be followed),

4, Ibid.

5, Ibid,, p, 3,
6, Ibid,
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The covmty was divided into three road districts as indicated in the

following statement, which, in addition to giving the boxondaries of these

districts, also named the supervisor selected for each of them. It was pro-
vided that, "All that Section of County lying North of Township line divid-
ing Nos. 7 and 8 shall constitute the first District and that Andrew
Bratton be appointed Supervisor of all the roads in Said Districts. All that
part laying South of said last mentioned line and north of the Township line
dividing Townships 6 and 7 shall constitute the Second Road District and that
Jonathan Parkhurst be appointed supervisor of all roads in the Said District.
And all that part lying South of the last mentioned to the County line shall
Constitute the third Road District md that John Broom be appointed Sv^jer-

visor of all the roads in Said District. "•' A commission of three was ap-
pointed to view fijid mark a cart road leading from Ewington in the direction
of Spjnuel Wetherspoon' s mill in Shelby County. John Loy was appointed county
treasurer, executing his bond with Joseph Loy and William Stephens as sure-
ties, "and took the oath of office as prescribed by the 9th Section of an
Act to provide for raising a Revaneur."^ The treasurer was ordered to pay
thirty cents to the coxinty clerk for postsige, and one dollar to each of the
county commissioners, the clerk, and constable John Broom, for services
rendered at this term.

^

In April the covirt met and appointed as grand jurors for the circuit
court, which was to be held in Ewington in May, Seymour R. Powell, Martin
Davenport, John Ganaway, John P. Farley, James Levitt, Jsunes Hudson, New^
ton E. Tarrant, Stephen Austin, John Martin, Levi Jordon, Thomas I.

Brockett, Robert Moore, Samuel S. Read, John Trapp, Hickman Lankford, Ken-
chen Odam, Alfred Warren, Jpjnes Martin, James Neal, Harrison Higgs, Charles
Chilky, Levi Self, pjid James White. '^ The petit jurors were Uriah Moore,
Benjamin Moore, Thomas Williams, John Mitchell, John George, Jacob Slover,
Andrew Martin, James Howell, Richard Clark, John Maxwell, Duke Robertson,
James Porter, Jesse Fulfer, John K, Howard, John Allur, Joseph Nesbitt, Jesse
White, Amos Martin, Andrew Lilly, Daniel Williams, Henry Tucker, William
Tibles, Enoch Neville, pjid Michael Robinson.^ Before adjournment, the court
imposed a one-half percent levy on tpjcable property for coiinty revenue for
1833.°

On June 3, the court met at a regular term. Constables John 0. Scott
ejid Levi Rentfrow were charged with the collection of $23.00 in fines. A
license was issued to Eli Cook to sell merchandise in the county for which
he was chr,rged $5.00, pjid a license to John Conventry to keep a tavern was

1.
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issued for a fee of $10.00. William Linn was allov/ed $6.25 in part pay-
ment for a book furnished the county clerk. ^ The sarne day, county
surveyor William Hankins presented to the court a detailed report on the

sale of lots in Ewington with the names of the purchasers. Altogether,
twenty- two lots were sold for a total of $533.12 1/2; the highest price
paid was $64.00, the lowest, $7.00. For his services as surveyor, Hanlcins

was paid $10.50. I. M. Short, and John H. Gillespie were each allowed
$1.00 for driving stalces in the survey lots, and Seymour R. Powell was
paid $4.00 for his services as appraiser, a:id for "Ciying the Sail of

lots." An additional sum of $1.87 1/2 was paid to I. M. Short for

whiskey furnished at the sale.

2

The following day the court ordered that a session be held on June 15

for the purpose of contracting for the erection of a jail and courthouse.

Payments of fifty cents each were made to the judges axid clerks of the

Kaxch election, and the court clerk was allowed for "clerking on the day of

Lot Sale $1.50, ordering Bonds 50 cents, 2 quires of paper for to make
Record Books fifty Cents, Rent of house for holding Circuit Court on the

20th day of May, One Dollar and fifty cents. "3

Erection of Public Buildings

A jail was the first public btiiiding to be contracted for and complet-

ed. The original contract and specifications for this structure are miss-
ing from the records, and it is not clear from the entries, why so many

individuals were connected with its erection, nor who the actual builders
were. On December 3, 1833, the court allowed to Ezra Baker $103 in part
payment for building the jail "as per order of Levi Jordon and James Neal

the original contractors."'^ Four days later, the commissioners "having hac

rendered consideration the propriety of receiving the Jail as contracted
for the Commissioners with Lewis (sic) Jordon and James Neal, believe that

it is built according to contract . . . signed by Said Levi Jordon, James
Keal, Ezra Baker and John Funkhouser the same appearing to have been built

by John Funkhouser. Ordered that Ezra Baker be allowed the sum of Three
hundred and ninety Six Dollars it being the Ballance in full for building
the Jail of Effingham County, by the order and vouchers of Levi Jordon and

James Neal who was the original contractors for building said Jail with
ten Companions the same being built by John Funkhouser and received accord-

ing to contract. "5 in 1834, a certain Charles Lewis was lodged in the

new jail for horse thieving. Apparently, however, confidence in the

structure was weak since the county retained during that year, and part of

1835,. a total of twenty men to guard the prisoner. 5

1,
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In liarch, 1834, the court ordered that bids be accepted for the erec-

tion of a stray pen on the northwest corner of the public square. The pen
was to be sixty feet square, the posts of hevm mulberry, the railing of white
oak timber six inches ^vide, either he\vn, sawed or split.

^

"Bie courts vrere being held in the houses of John C. Sprigg and
William McConnell while the erection of the first courthouse was pend-
ing.^ As in the case of the jail, neither the contract nor the specifi-
cations of the building were entered into the records. Minutes of the

session of March 5, 1834, reveal that William I, Hankins and James Cart-
vn-ight were the original contractors.' In December, however, they peti-
tioned the court for release from the contract into which they entered
on December 14, 1833, and thereupon the court ordered the county clerk
to advertise for bids which were to be examined in January, 1835. At
the tjarch term of the latter year, James Cartwright and Theophilus W.
Short appeared with their sureties, 7/illiam Hankins and Jliner Winn, and
posted a bond of $1,177 as their obligation to execute a contract for

building a courthouse. The following liiy the court, at a special term,
"ordered that the Courthouse in the Town of Ewington as Bilt by Lfessrs.

Jas. Cartwright and Theophilus W. Short is done according to contract and
that the commissioners do receive the same as done according to agreement,"
The contractors were allowed the sum of $580.97-|- in county orders in full
payment for the work.°

Administration of (JenerpJ. Co\aity Business

The first court, which had put in a year and a half in organizing the

county, was superseded in the election of Augiast, 1834, by a new court; it

was oon?50sed of commissioners John Martin, William Freeman, and Eli Cook,

The following year, William I. Hankins, who was active for many years in

the county in various official capacities, was appointed county clerk.

Silas Barnes was appointed clerk in 1836, and in 1837 when the office by
an act of the legislature became elective,' he was elected to that post.

On March 1, of the same year, the legislature approved an act lengthr-

ening the term of county commissioners to three years, but providing that the

first three commissioners elected under the act in 1838 were to draw lots for
one, two, and three years to determine length of term; thereafter, one cony-

1.
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missioner was to be elected each year for a three-year term. At a session

held September 3, 1838, the newly elected commissioners assembled for the

ceremony. "Now at this day came Sen. Presley Funkhouser, Isaac Slover and

Thomas I. G-illenwater in their own proper persons and severeley presented

thare certificates of election as county corns, of said cotmty which said

certificates is approved of in open court and afore said persons so electee

is solemnly sworn in to office as the law directs." The clerk, William I.

Hankins, presented the three tickets and Sillenwater drew the one marked

three years, Fvmkhouser, the two-year term ticket, and Slover, the one-yeai

In 1837, the legislature passed the famous Internal Improvement Act,

by which it was hoped to increase the prosperity of the state by building

through it networks of railroads and canals. A special fund of $200,000

was appropriated and marked for distribution among those coimties in

which neither a railroad nor canal was to be built, the money to be appliec

to the construction of bridges, roads, and other public works. At a

cotirt session in December, 1837, John Funkhouser was appointed special

agent for Effingham County with authority to receive from the F\md Com-

mission of the state the money diie the county. Apparently the county com-

missioners overestimated the amount of the county's share, since they put

their agent under a bond of $20,000.2

For some reason, which is not made clear in the records, Funkhouser

failed in his mission, and at a special session held in October, 1838,

John Loy was appointed agent to make the collection of $2,637,50, the

amount designated by the Fund Commission for Effingham County. "In the

event the agent gets the above sum of monies it is ordered that the clerk

call a court and notify the people of the day of court by posting up

written notices on the Publick Places in said county ten or fifteen days

previous to the day of court . . . and the said notices shall state the

amount to be expended after paying the county dobt."^ This was to satisfy

the general interest in the uncommon experience of a monetary gift from

the state.

Finally in March, 1839, John Loy reported to the covirt that he had

made the collection in full and that he had turned the money over to the

treasurer. Whereupon he wr.s pJ.lowed the sum of $8,122 for his services as

agent, including his trip to Vandalia.^ In subsequent years, the county

repaid, in special taxes levied to liquidate the internal improvement

debt, many times the sum it had received from the state.

1. Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 101.

2. Ibid., p. 83,84.
3. Ibid., p. 111.
4. Ibid., p. 124.
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Roads

During the first year of the county's existence as an administrative
unit and on through its early forniative years, a great part of the atten-

tion of the county board of Effingham County was centered on the laying out

of roads and the building of bridges. At every meeting petitions for roads

were presented by citizens and acted on by the board.

A comprehensive road law for the state v.-as approved by the legisla-

ture on February 12, 1827,^ v^ich vested in the county commissioners' courts

the superintendency of the public roads within their counties. By the pro-
visions of this law, the county commissioners were given the responsibility
and empowered to establish road districts and appoint supervisors at every
March term or soon thereafter, Ihe supervisors had the authority to call
upon every able-bodied male person between the afes of 18 and 50 residing
within his district, to perform the necessary labor upon the roads and
bridges and to keep them in repair. A fine of sovonty-five cents a day
was imposed on those refusing road work, and a supervisor refusing to ac-

cept his appointment vreis subject to a fine of $5.00; for neglect of his
duties he was liable to be indicted and fined from $3.00 to 120.00. His
only compensation vra.s exemption from militia duty and jury service.

Roads were to be not less than 30, nor more than 50 feet v/ide;

bridges did not need to exceed 16 feet in width. Roads were to be opened
when petitioned for by at least tliirty-five voters, vi^io were required to
deposit with the county clerk a sufficient sum of money to pay the viewers
in the event of unfavorable report by them. If their report favored estab-
lishment of the road "viewed," the deposit was returned. The county com-
missioners were to appoint three viewers to pass upon each road applied
for. 2

A typical petition for a road and the action of the court in re-
sponse - quaint spelling, syntax, capitalization, lack of punctuation,
and all - appear in the minutes of the March 5, 1838, session: "Where-
upon John Martin Presented the Petition of Sundry Citizens of Effingham
County pray the Court for the location of a County Rode from. Ewington
to the County line in the direction to intersect the Old State rode lead-
ing from Benjamin Biships to Thomas I. Brocketts at or near the part where
the sam>e leaves the timber of Bishop Creek and having deposited with the
clerk money sufficient to pay the expense of the same providing the Re-
views report unfavorable to said Rode and it is therefore ordered that
Joseph Tliomason, John Martin and Jam.es Turner be and they are hereby ap-
pointed reviewers to view said rode on the nerest and best rout doing as

1, R.L.lsa?
, p, 340.

2. Ibid., p. 340-46.
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little damage to farmers as possible whose duty it is maid to mark the

same through the timber "by Classing trees on and near the li"ne an in the

periarra (prairie) "by setting stake at a reasonable distance so that they

can be seen from one to the other . . ."1

The increasing population in the fifties and sixties, the establish-
ment of new settlements, the building of railroads, and the change in

county seats gave rise to many petitioners asking for relocation of the

old roads to suit the changed conditions.

The agitation in the latter part of the century for state-aid hard
roads was strongly opposed by citizens of Effingham County for reasons
which were vigorously statod in a resolution by the county board. This
resolution which was communicated to other counties in the state read in

part; "Whereas, great efforts are being made at present by interested

manufacturers of bicycles, automobles and bicycling clubs and others to

obtain State Aid for the purpose of constructing hard roads . . .and

Whereas, the farmers of the State of Illinois have already overburden-

ed themselves with taJtes in order to secure the construction of rail-

roads and other means of transportation of the products of their farms;

therefore be it Resolved that it is the sense of the farm-Rrs of Effing-

ham County that the whole agitation for State Aid in cons^.ruction of

hard roads in the interest of farmers is a fraud, a gross falsehood and

an imposition upon the farmers of the State, and only in the interest

of a few manufacturers . . ."2

Bridges

Soon after the money from the internal improvement fund was obtained,

the county began an active campaign of bridge building over the Little

Wabash and the many creeks. The contractors most frequently mentioned

in the records are James Cartwright, Lawson G-raham, and David Kushner,

The bridges, flimsy wooden structures costing from $100 upward, were

often destroyed by the spring overflows. For a number of years con-

tracts for rebuilding these bridges were awarded at the March sessions
of the board.

3

1. Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 89,90. For more petitions for roads,
reports of viewers, establishment of road districts, and conscription
of road labor, see p. Uo,U6,U7, 60,97.125,13^,166, 280, ^33-65; ibid.,
V. B, p. 7.9,73.75.82,l76,222,3Uo,Uio,568; ibid., v. c, p. 12,3U,U6,
U9, 67, 69. 72. 73. 95.

2. Livingston County Supervisors' Record, v. G, p. 2S6. This communica-
tion was endorsed by the board of Livingston County at a session held
in February, 19OO.

3. Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 119,121,122.130,132.150,151,170,177,
328.
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In 1847 the legislature authorized the county to build a toll bridge
over the Little Vifabash at Ewington, -where the Cumberland Road crossed
the river, -^ After its completion in 1850, the bridge was leased to John
H, Knagge, He was required to pay nothing except $2,50 for a yearly
license to collect tolls, but he assumed the responsibility of keeping
the bridge in repair at his own expense. Tolls were to be collected only
from non-residents of Effingham County, 2 Six years later the county court
repossessed the bridge and abolished the toll fees.^

In response to petitions of citizens, the board, at a special ses-
sion held March 30, 1861, arranged for the erection of six bridges in ex-
change for swamp lands. The builders were given the right to select the
lands from any swamp area not otherwise appropriated. Four of the bridges
were to be built for forty acres of land each, and two bridges for eighty
acres each,*

In 1850, Congress had granted swamp lands to the states in vAiich they
were situated, 5 In Illinois the legislature put the lands, thus acquired,
under the jurisdiction of the county governments, with the stipulation that
the funds realized from their sale be used for the building of roads and
bridges, and for the promotion of education, or for "such other purposes as
may be deemed expedient by the courts ,"" In September, 1852, the court
appointed John M, Vifoods as drainage commissioner for Effingham, and accept-
ed his bond of $10,000, ' Vihen Yioods removed from tho county five years
later, he was succeeded by William B, Cooper, 8 In 1859, the county surveyor
reported to the court that there were 1,868,97 acres of swamp lands belong-
ing to the county, valued at from $3.50 to 56,50 per acre. The court order-
ed that all this land, except 40.80 acres be offered for sale by the drain-
age commissioner at the appraised value, ^ Up to June, 1865, money derived
from the sale of these lands amounted to $7,086,45, and the estimated value
of swamp lands remaining unsold was $640,00, In 1864, part of these assets
vrere set aside for construction of a new jail,!^

Railroads

Behind the few formal entries in the county records regarding rail-
roads is hidden the epic drama of railroad construction in Illinois with

1, Comm.issioners' Record, v. A, p. 412-14,
2, Ibid., V, B, p. 10,35.
3, Ibid., p, 372,
4, Ibid., V, C, p, 133,134,
5, 9 U.S.S.L. 519,
6, L, 1852 , p, 178-86 J L,1857 , p, 122; L.1859 , p. 201,202,
7, Commissioners* Record, v, B, p, 86,87,
8, Ibid,, p, 472.
9, Ibid,, p, 576,610-12,

10, Ibid,, V, C, p, 355,447,
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its profound effect on every phase of life of the inhabitants. Incident-
ally, because the railroads passed up Ewington, this once thriving town
declined, lost its position as county seat to Effingham, and was ulti-
mately abandoned altogether.

The first mention of railroads in the county records concerns the
subscription by the county to railroad stock. It was in part by this
method that railroad construction was financed. At the term of the county
court (county board) in Septeiiber, 1350, the court issued this order:

"Whereas the commissioners for taking subscription to the Capital Stock of

the Mississippi and Atlantic Railroad Corpany liave applied to the judge of

the County Court of Lffingham County ... to subscribe for stock of said
con5)any in behalf of and for the County of ijffingham, it is therefore
ordered that the judges of the County Court proceed to give notice to the
citizens to vote for or against said subscription . . ."^ In November,
1854, the citizens voted in favor of the subscription to ;|^'30,000 worth of

stock in that company. ^ As an added inducement, tliis railroad was grantedj

"free from all molestation whatsoever," the right of way, one hundred
feet in vi^idth, on and across all the swamp and inundated lands belonging
to the county. 3 In 1865, the board of supervisors adopted a resolution to
subscribe to ^60,000 worth of stock in the St. Louis, Vandalia and Terre
Haute Railroad on the condition, among others, that the proposed road bed
be located and built through the entire length of the county from east to

west, and that at least ninety precent of the money be expended in the
county, "i

The practice of financing railroad construction by local government-
al bodies, v^hich, in many cases, resulted in considerable losses of

public money, was ended by a provision in the Constitution of 1370, That
provision read in part that "no county, citj/, or town, township or other
municipality shall ever become subscriber to the capital stock of any
railroad or private corporation, or make donation to, or loan its credit
in aid of such corporation. "5 The resolution which introduced this irroort-

ant provision was offered to the convention by Severely YiT. Henry who v;as

the delegate from the thirteenth district - the district coii^osed of

Effingham and Fayette counties.

6

1. Commissioners' Record, v. B, p. 28.

2. Ibid., p. 227,250.
3. Ibid., p. 94.

4. Ibid., v. C, p. 444,4:45.

5. Constitution of 1870, separate sec, "I.unicipal Subscriptions to Rail-
roads and Private Corporations."

6. Journal of the Constitutional Conventio n of the State of Illinois
(Springfield: State Journal Printing cFfice, 1370), p. 136,"
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Changes in Government - Relocation of County Seat

For the first six years, the two voting precincts formed in I833 were
sufficient for the small population of the county. In 1839, a third pre*'

cinct was formed of all that part of the county lying west of the Grand
Prairie and north of the Cumberland Head, with arrsingements to hold elec-
tions in the house of Isaac Tipsword, In I8U1, petitions asking for the
formation of a fourth, and a fifth precinct, the latter to be called the
German precinct, were granted by the court. ^ Freemanton precinct was form-
ed in I8U3, the seventh or Ramsey precinct in 18UU, and three years later
one more was added. In June, I86O, shortly before the county was divided
into townships, two more precincts were formed,

3

The increasing population In Illinois during the middle forties and
later, largely derived from New England and the northern seaboard states,
reinforced by enlightened north European immigrants, resulted in agitation
for a new state constitution more suitable to the time and the people.
This second state constitution, adopted in 18U8, abolished the county com-
missioners' courts and substituted a county court, which when sitting in
an administrative capacity consisted of a county judge and two associate
justices; the county judge sitting silone performed the judicial functions
of the coTirt, At the same time, the constitution ordained that the
General Assembly should provide by law for optional township organization
modeled on the New England plan.

Among other provisions in the constitution was one prohibiting the
formation of new counties with areas of less than four hujidred square miles,
and another changing the election date from the first Monday in August
to the Tuesday after the first Mondjy in November. This change was made
at the demand of farmers for whom the interruption during the harvesting
season in August was a serious inconvenience.

For the first eleven years under this constitution, Effingham was
governed under the county court system. The first court, elected in No-
vember, I8U9, met on December I3, of that year, and was composed of
William I. Hankins, county judge; John Broom and Newton E. Tarrant, asso-
ciate justices; Daniel Rinehart, clerk; John S, Kelly, deputy clerk; and
Samuel B. Parks, sheriff,

5

Ewington prospered as the county seat and the busiest town in Effing
ham until it became certain that it would be deprived of a railroad out-
let, A movement then began for relocation of the county seat, The towns

1. Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. I3U.
2. Ibid., p. 219,230,231.
3. Ibid., p. 290,317,U02; V. C, -p^ 53, gl^,

4. Constitution of ISUs, Art. VI, sec. 9,
5. Commissioners' Record, v. B, p. 1,
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of Effingham and Broughton, which were adjoining at the time, had the
strongest following in the county, anci the legislature, responding to

a petition of a majority of the citizens, approved an act on February
18, 1859 1 author! zitig an election to determine the choice of a new
county seat.l A special election held in September, 1859 1 resulted in
the choice of Effingham hy a slight majority. 2 Samuel W. Little and
David B. Alexander, owners of land in Broughton, offered to deed pro-
perty to the county free of charge for a site for the public buildings.
In addition, Little, together with John M, Mette, George Wright, George
M. Scoles, John J. Punkhouser, and William B. Cooper, undertook to build
a courthouse as a gift to the county. 3 On December 12, I860, the court
accepted the courthouse as completed, formally declared Effingham as the
county seat, and ordered the removal of the county and circuit court rec-
ords to the new county seat.^

In June of the same year, a petition signed by 215 legal voters was
presented to the court by B, T. Kagay asking that the question of township
organization be submitted to a vote as provided for by the legislature.

5

At the election held November 6, I860, the township form of government was
chosen; and at the December term, the court appointed Robert H. McCpnn,
John F, Waschefort, and Isaac L. Leith commissioners to divide the county
into townships." The towns that were formed, the names for which viere

chosen by the inhabitants, were West, Union, Mason, Lucas, Bishop, Watson,
Jackson, Mound, Moccasin, Summit, Douglas, St. Francis, and Liberty. 7 In
I863, Teutopolis Township was carved out from the eastern part of Douglas;

S

and in I87U, a strip was taken from the northern part of Summit, and. desig-
nated Perry Township thus making in all the present total of fifteen town-
ships, 9 The same year, the state auditor informed the board of supervisors
that there was a Perry Township in Pike County, and the name was changed
to Banner. 10

The board of supervisors met for the first time on April 22, I86I.
This board was composed of William Gillmore, William D. Moore, Ashley
Tipsword, Thomas D. Tennery, David Leith, Jethro Herrold , U. C. Webb,
Calvin Summerman, John Monday, John F, Kroeger, William D, Lake, James

1. L.1859 . p. k3.

2. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. U3.

3. Ibid., p. kk.

u. Ibid., p. 93.9^.
5. L.lgU9 . p. 196; L.lg51 . p. 38; L.1857 . p. 183; Commissioners' Record,

V. C, p. 62,63.
6. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. IO6.

7. Ibid., p. 139.
8. Ibid., p. 302,303.
9. Supervisors' Record, v. E, p. ^,6.

10. Ibid., p. lU,20.
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Beerd, John F. Wermen, John J. Funkhousar. DF.vld Leith vii.9 unanimously
elected chf.irman for the ensiling yoar. The first business of the board

was an order to the clerk to procure for each to^mshlp e. supervisor's

cash book, a town record, an estrry r.3Cord, a record of marks e.nd brp-nds,

highway blanks for er.ch rowi district, and fourteen copies of township
laws. Before adjournment, p- set of twenty rules for the conduct of the

board was adopted, and five standing committees were na,med to defi,l, re-
spectively, with finance, claims, equalization, roads and bridge^, and

public buildings.

The County's Flnmces

During a number of the e.-.rly yiars, most of the financial trr-nsac-

tlons of the county '"ere mi\de by means of county orders instead of

currency or hard money which was scarce. In March, lS'}k, John Loy, the

treasurer, made his first r.^turn to the coiirt of tax collections for

1833 which amounted to $53 in county orders. These were canceled and
ordered burned In the presence of the court. This was the axcopted
method of disposing of them once their round-trip Journey from and to

the court, and their frinctions had been fulfilled.

The treasurer presented a complete list of the county's tajcppyors

which comprised twenty names, and the respective amounts of their assess-
ments. The highest tatx paid by any indivld\ial was $12, the lowest and

most common was fifty cents. 3 For 183^. the tax rata was set at one-

half percent on all personal property. There was no real estate tax ex-

cept on the town lots in Swington which had been sold; these were to be
taxed at the same rate on their selling price. ^ The treasurer ' s bond
was set at $1,200, ajid he was allowed $18 for assessing the tax.-'

In 183^. the tax yield amounted to $73«2f>^» In addition. Treasurer
Loy collected $238. 60 l/3 on notes due the county for the Swington lots,

and $U8 in fines and licenses."

The first businesses in the county required to operate under license
were: general stores selling "goods, wares and merchandise," peddlers
of clocks, and taverns, also called grocery stores. The taverns, which
besides selling alcoholic beverages also served the important public
function of selling food and accomodation for travelers, were required to

charge not above the maximu« rates established by the county board. The

1.
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Effingham board established tavern rates in 1834 at not more than 25

cents "for a meal of vituels," 25 cents for horse feed, lodging for one

night 12 1/2 cents, 25 cents for a quart of whiskey, and 12 l/2 cents for

a half pint, 50 cents for a quart of brandy, wine, gin, or rum, and 18 3/4
cents for a heilf pint of these last.l

In 1838-39, a colony of Germans from Ohio bought land in the present
Teutopolis township of Effingham Covmty. This sudden increase in popula-
tion was reflected in tax collections, which in March, 1839, rose to

$1,267.71 1/2. The treasurer's bond was set at the disproportionately
high figure of $20,000.2 ipjjQ sajne year, the court ordered a levy of
twenty cents on a hundred dollars of personal property as a state tax,

and appointed, in compliance with an a,ct of the legislature, two asses-
sors and a collector.^

When the county court took over the administration of the county in
December, 1849, it proceeded to examine the fiscal status of the county,

"and upon a thorough and full examination of the books and records of the

late county commissioners' court found the statements, substantially cor-
rect. "^ It was found that the county was indebted for the sum of $9,464.81,
while the total assets available were only $2,440.00.^ For 1850, the

county tax was set at fovir mills on the dollar, and for the first time, a
special tax of one-half mill was levied for the support of the poor and
for the acquisition of a poor house and farm.^

In a further examination of the collector's books in December, 1850,

the court found that the valuation of the personal property of the county
amounted to $107,173.00, and of the real estate to $133,154.25, making a
total of $240,327.25, the value of the county's taxable property. Upon
this property the state tax collected was $1,393.89, the county tax

$961.31, and the poor tax $360.49.'''

The land boom in the fifties brought about by railroad construction
and immigration, resulted in considerable changes in the county's fiscal

affairs. For example, the valuation of the county's taxable property
rose in 1852 to $413,200.00, or almost double the 1850 valuation. The

bonds of the collector and treasurer were set at $12,000.00 and $10,000.00
respectively. The total amount of taxes collected in 1852 was $4,558.97,
of which $826.40 went to meet payments on the old internal improvement

debt, and $619.80 as interest on the same debt.°

1.
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Property values and tax collections continued their rapid upward climb

during the years which followed. In 1853, the total taxable property was

valued at $778,209,00; total taxes collected amounted to $7,730.16, This

included an insane hospital tax, and a tax for the support of an in-

stitution for the blind, ^ Collections totalling $959,46 were made in

county orders, some of them dating as far back as 1834,^

In 1857 the property valuation rose to $1,175,506,00; and the

collector \vas ordered to post a bond of $35,550.00, A state school
tax, imposed for the first time that year, yielded $2, 351, 01. "^

The first detailed, business-liko assessment and property listing was
made in the county in 1860 by Daniel Rinehart, then county clerk, ^ It is as

follows :

Kind of Property Number Valuation

Horses 2,007 $84,583
Neat cattle 7,329 67,148
Mules and asses 137 6,425
Sheep 4,288 4,288
Hogs 9,226 12,825
Carriages and wagons 1,003 23,497
ClockB and watches 901 3,449
Pianos 1 50
Goods and merchandise 27,300
Ifenufactured articles 2,390
Moneys and credits 12,405
Unenumerated property 41,260

Aggregate $285,418
Deductions 5,794
Total value of taxable personal property $279,624

Railroad property 903,491
Lands 92,542

Total value of real and personal property $1,^75,657

Total tax levied 15,323^67

NU?.fflER 07 ACRES CULTIVATED IN 1859

Acres of wheat 6,252
Acres of corn 22,759
Other field products 3,402

1, Commissioners' Record, v. A, p, 137,
2. Ibid,, p. 163,166.
3, Ibid., p. 471-73.
4. Ibid,, V. C, p, 110,
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The Civil War gave rise to another iii?>ortant development in the

cotmty's finances. In 1854 the county board made an appropriation out

of v;hich $100 was to he paid to each man in the county inducted into the

anaj',1 More money had to he found to meet this emergency. The county

petitioned the- state legislature for help. In response the Ocnerrl

Assomhly adopted an act authorizing Effingliam County to borrow money and

to levy special taxes for the payment of bo-antios.2 ^t a session held in

Pebr-aary, 1865, the boayti of supervisors voted to pay a bounty of $550 to

each volunteer and drafted man, and appointed William Gillmore as its ar-

gent to superintend the enlistments. One month later, CJillmore reported

to the board that he had enlisted seventy-nine men, each of whom was en-

titled to the $350 bounty. 3 in 1865, the taxes levied were: 1^ percent

on all taxable property for the bounty fund, 4 mills on the dollar for

county revenue, a special tax of 2 mills to pay off the county debt, l-g

mills for support of the poor, and township taxes ranging from 8/l0 of

1 mill to 2 mills on the dollar.^

In contrast to the preceding table of property classification and

assessments, the following tabulation of the material assets of Effin^am
County for the year 1935, will serve to indicate tellingly how great has

been the development of the county economically since Civil War days and

shov/ indirectly v.'hy the administration of its affairs has become so nuch

more complex.

^

Personalty

Passenger automobiles
Trucks and busses
Cattle
Eorses and mules
Sheep and goats
Swine
Household furniture
Office and store furniture
Personal effects
l<Iachinery and equipment
Merchandise, goods in procese
Money — cash and bank deposits
Net credits
Taxahle stocks and bonds
Mortgages and notes

Number Assessed Valuation

2,910
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Personalty

All other personalty
Shgires of bank stock

Net receipts - fire Insurance
Public utility personalty
Penalties

Total personalty

Real Estate

Unimproved lands
Improved lands
Improvements

Total lands

Unimproved lots
Improved lots
Improvements

Total lots

Total real, estate

Number

Acres

80,038
221,011

Assessed Valuation

128, 3UI

151.850
5,352

616,136

$2,61+5.913

Assessed Valuation

$ 5U7,827

3.398,959
1,106,681

$5,053 >67

$ 3^,873
8UU,775

1.992.205
$2,871,853

$7,925,320

Railroad Property Locally Assessed

Land (class D)

Lots (class D)

Personal property (class C)

Total railroad property

Total property locally assessed

$ 275
200

2.380

$17^55

$10,57^,088

Administration of Poor Relief

One of the standard items on the county's budget from the earliest

days has been the care of the indigent - that is, the aged, the infirm,

the orphaned children, and the children of parents unable to support

them. The care was, and to an extent still is, administered under old

poor laws brought to Illinois from Virginia and based on centuries-old

English poor laws. A law of the Indiana Territory of I8O7 provided for

the farming out to the lowest bidders of persons who had become public

charges, and for letting out by overseers of the poor, of needy chil-

dren as indentured apprentices or servants,! Laws of 1835 a^cl 1839

1. Pope's Digest , I8I5, v. II, published in the Collections of the

Illinois State Historical Library , v. XXX, Law Series, v. IV

(Springfield: Published by Illinois State Historical Library,

19^0), p. 398,U97,500.
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authorized the county authorities to establish poor houses. Not many,
however, were established at that period when the needy were fcxv and
money for largo outlays was seldom available.

In the early years of Effingham County there were comparatively few
who needed public aid. The first cases on record are dated 1835; they
are of orphan children v/ho vrorc bound out by indenture; the male child-
ren until they reached the age of t-.venty-one^-the female children until
the age of eighteen. One indenture provided that the person holding
the indenture should give to the minor at the espiro.tion of his appren-
ticeship, "one horse, bridle and saddle to be worth Sixty-five Dollars
in addition to the sum which the law directs,' The agreement in the case
of a female child called for the holder of the indenture to give her
"Education to wit: Read and write, one cow and calf, one bed and' bedding,
to (two) suits of clothes extra of her common apparel." In 1849, one of

those indentured children v&lo had served up to the required ago asked the

court to free her from the indenture, v;hich the court did upon examina-
tion of the contract,"

The care of the indigent was continued under supervision of the
courts and overseers of the poor appointed yearly for each justice's dis-
trict. The method of caring for them prior to the establishment of a

poorhousc, by farming them out, is illustrated in the following typical en-

try in the county records. It is dated October, 1858: "Now on this day
the Court proceeds to sell the Paupers of Effinghcjn County to the lowest
bidder for the term of t\TOlve months , * • Anthony Roads the lowest
bidder. The same v/as struck off to him, and on agreement entered into
between the Court and said Anthony Roads to take the paupers that are now
or all that may become paupers, for one year from this date for the sum

of one dollar and ninety cents each per week,"

In 1862, the board of supervisors decided to use the abandoned
courthouse in Evdngton as a poorhouse. liiram Maxfield vras granted the con-
tract for the county's needy - his bid to do this at v2,00 a week per in-

mate being the lovrost submitted. Medical care for the inmates was pro-

vided by physicians appointed for that purpose by the county board. The in-

sane v/erc sent to the state asylums and, in one case, to a private institution

1, L.1835 , p, 66,67; L.1859 , p, 138-40,

2, Commissioners' Record, v. A, p, 44,48,
3, Ibid,, p, 122,
4, Ibid,, p. 206,

5, Ibid,, p. 500,
6, Ibid., V, B, p, 544,545,
7, Ibid., V. C, p. 225,250.
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in St» Louis »^ In 1877, a law was passed providing that in counties linder

township organization, the township supervisors should act as ex-officio

supervisors of the poor.^

By these methods the indigent were cared for until well into the

twentieth century. After the financial crash of October, 1929, which re-

sulted in widespread unemployment, the state and national governments took

over the greater part of the financial burden of providing relief for pre-

viously self-supporting people. Various measures for relief were institut-

ed for a new type of indigents - landless farmers, and workers without
jobs - which measures are still in operation.

During the month of November, 1934, the number of families in Effing-
ham County receiving unemployment relief from all public funds was 472,

or 10.4 percent of the county's 1930 population. From February, 1933 to

June 30, 1934, the total amount expended for various measures of relief in

the county, was $33,179,45, of which 38.4 percent wp.s derived from Federal

funds, 45.2 percent from state funds, and 16.4 percent from local sources.^

One of the methods of taking up the slack in emploj/Tnent is that of

giving Work Projects Administration jobs to the unemplsyed. In Effing-
ham County, a partial list of work thus done by this agency in the four

and one-half year period, ending December 31, 1939, includes the construction
and repair of 228 miles of roads, construction of 2 nev/ wooden bridges, re-
pairs on 9 steel bridges and viaducts, the building of 145 new culverts,
erection of 2 gymnasiums, and 2 recreational buildinps, improvements on school
and public l^uildings, erection of 3 stadia, and the installation of many sewers.
In addition, workers are employed on such cultural enterprises as the

Illinois Writers Project and the Illinois Historical Records Survey v/hose

central offices are outsido of the county.^

In the latter part of the decade, 1930-1940, laws were passed es-
tablishing unemploumont insurance and old age pensions. During the
year 1937 a total of 440 persons in Effingham County received old ago
pensions amounting to $5,962.'^

1. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 314,441; v, D, p. 337,445.
2. L.1877, p. 144,145
3. Biennial Report of the Illinois Emergency Relief Commission through

November 30, 1934 (Published by Authority of the State, 1934), p. 8'.

4. Second Annual Report of the Illinois Emergency Relief Commission, Period
of February 6, 1933 through June 30, 1934, p. 204.

5. Official Report V/ork Projects Administration, District 4, I.'arch, 1940 .

6. Tabular Summary of Statistics of Public Assistance under the Social
Security Act, for the calendar year 1957 ('Yashington; Government Print-
ing Office, 1938), p. Si.
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Administration of Schools

Progress in the field of formal education in Effingham County, as in
the rest of the state, has been furthered by the liberality of the nation-
al government, beginning in the early days. Directly and indirectly, it
has been a great help in bringing about the complete absence of illiteracy
in the county, in the school age group of 12 to 21. Illitoracy among
the entire population of the county, in 1930, was only 1,2 percent.

The national government gave practical encouragement to the further-
ance of education in the newly acquired Northivcstern Territory, when Con-
gross passed an ordinance, on May 20, 1785, providing that one section of
each congressional township^in the public land of the territory be reserv-
ed for the use of schools, "^ This act was confirmed by the Ordinance of
1787, and the enabling act under which Illinois was admitted into the

Union formally set aside section 16 of every congressional township for
the benefit of schools.

In the spirit of these measures, the state legislature approved an
act on January 15, 1825, submitted by James Duncan, providing for the es-
tablishment of free schools in the state to be maintained by means of a

tax. But in the face of the pioneer dislike for, and incapacity to pay
tcjces, the section of the act dealing with the method of financing the
schools viras amended. This rendered the original act inoperative for
practical purposes in so far as its basic intent was concerned.

Later laws provided for the sale of the seminary lands that had been

granted to the state by Congress and of sections 13, for the support of

schools. They provided also for an annual vote by the inhabitants of

school districts to determine their vj-illingncss to submit to a school tax,

and for a school commissioner in each county to administer the sales of

school lands and the funds derived therefrom. It was not, hovrovcr, un-

til the free-school act of 1855 v;as put into operation, that common

school education in the state began to make real progress. This lav/ pro-

vided for the support of schools by a tax, and for their supervision by a

state superintendent of public instruction. It also established the state

1. John a Wioland, Statistical Report of the Superintendent of Public;

Instruction, State of Illinois, for the Year Ending June 30, 1937 ,"

p, 121, Ecreingfter referred to as Statistical Report of the Super -

intondcnt of Public Instruction for the Year Ending Juno 30, 1937 .

Farm, Home and Community, p. 62.£- .

3, Journal of the Amcri can~Congrcss , v. V, ch, IV, p, 520,521.

4, Ordinanccrof"l73 7, Art, 3rd; 3 U.S.S.L. 428.

5, L.1825 , p. 121.
6, R.L.1327 , p. 364,355.

7, Ibid., p. 366-685 R.L.1329, p, 150,158; L.1845, p. 51-74.
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requirement for teachers to present certificates of their qualifications,

and to keep records of attendance and promotion,!

In the frontier days, education in Illinois wa« a primitive and h^-
hazard affair. Until the appearance of teachers after the settlements grew

thicker, the children received elementary instruction from some literate

member of the family, or from an itinerant preacher, TThen the settlements

became more populous, a self-designated schoolmaster appeared and set up

a subscription school -under a convenient roof, charging for each pupil a

few dollars per term in money or kind.

This was the first type of school established in Effin^am in the

early years. It was tau^t by Elisha Parkhurst, a twelve-year-old lad,

and it occupied part of a stable on the farm of Thomas I. Brockett in

the present Jackson Township. 2 In 1837 the county commissioners created

five school districts assigning three school trustees to each district,

John Funkhouser was appointed school commissioner and county agent to

supervise the sale of school lands, and the administration of the funds

derived therefrom. He was put under a bond of $12,000 and ordered to

loan the school funds at twelve percent Interest,

3

In his first report In December, 1837, the school commissioner account-

ed for an expenditure for education for that year of $107.^6, He paid the

school teachers as follows: Samuel Houston, $U2.2li; Charles OiUqr,

$2U.35|; Thomas Loy, $28.33 1/3? and Revella (also spelled Ravilla) Griffith,

the only female teacher, $9.88,^

Daring several of the early years, the reports of the school com-

missioners were concerned exclusively with the sale of school lands, and

the disposition of the trifling sums derived from these transactions plus
interest. The usual sale price was $1.25 per acre, and money derived by

disposing of school lands at this mesiger price was the only fund available

for educational purposes. In the forties, additional money for schools

was received from the state school, college and seminary funds which were

distributed to all counties, 5 In the fifties, small sums derived from

fines within the cotmty were added to the school fund,"

It was not, however, until the free-school act was put into opera-
tion that true common school education began its uninterrupted progress.

1. L.1855. p. 51ff.

2. Coleman, The Old Settlers' Bulletin,

3. Commissioners' Record, v. A, p, 72,73i75t82.
U. Ibid., p. 82,83,

5, Ibid., p. 285, 3U3,

6, Ibid., V. B, p. 567*
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In 1858, school commissioner John B, Carpenter reported the receipt of

$5,117.92 for school pvirposes, of which he expended all tut $96.76.^

In the atmosphere of greater enlightenment which prevailed in that
period, an attempt was made in Effingham to provide for higher than
elementary school ec^ucation. In I86I, a number of citizens in the county
sponsored the estahlishment of a "Seminary of Learning." The "board of
supervisors promised to donate for that purpose the old courthouse in
Ewington together with the gro\inds.2 Because of a lack of funds, nothing
further was done relative to the estahlishment of this seminary. The law
of I8723 which provided that on petition of fifty voters of any school
district an election for the establishment of a high school should he
called, ohviated the necessity for these private seminaries which had
sprung up throughout the state.

The great progress which has "been made in the field of education in
Effingham County during the hundred-odd years of its existence is telling-
ly indicated by a comparison of the educational facilities of the early
days with the following educational, report for the school year 193^-1937;
total value of school property, $523,6SO.OO; expenditures, $219,193.02;
number of school districts, 80; number of schools, 95; number of pupils,
3.58I; number of teachers, I66; number of libraries, b9; number of vol-
umes in the libraries, 17,185; tax levy for 1935, $175,322.00.^ During
the ten-year period, 1923-1932, the county sent an annual average of 26
students to the University of Illinois, besieges an undetermined number to

other colleges and universities within the state and elsewhere.

5

The changes effected in education in the hundred years between the

time when twelve-j'-ear-old Elisha Parkhurst taught his school in a stable,

and the present day, when the schools of Effingham County are conducted by
a well qualified personnel, in well equipped buildings, provide a striking
illustration of the progress made by the people of the county and the people
of the nation in general towards the realization of their yearning for a
civilized, secure existence. In the other phases of life, progress in the

county may not have been as unqualified as in education, but that it has
been far-reaching is shown, for example, by a comparison of attitudes
towards the indigent, and a comparison of the daily conditions of life

of the pioneers with those of the present inhabitants.
te

1. Commissioners' Record, v. B, p. 3^1'
2. Ibid., V. C, p, 126, lUH.

3. 1.1872 . p, 713.
U. statistical Heport of the Superintenrlont of Public Instruction for the

Year Ending June 30. 19^7 . p. 11 .lb, 38, Uo ,50.

5. Farm. Home and Community , p. 62.
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GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SYSTEM

Introduction

The county in Illinois is a corporate body1 and an administrative
unit of the state; its govornmental orgajiization is at all times largely
an expression of this dual nature.

The growth of the county as a body politic is reflected, in each of
the state's three constitutional periods, in a progressive expansion of
the powers which may by law be exercised by the county board, and in the
creation of new, axid the extension of existir^g, county officest The latter
phase of growth in Effingham County and in others similarly organized at pre-
sent, has also been affected by the adoption of township organization,
which for the first time constituted the civil towns as an additional
level of government.

An analogous development appears in the state's invasion of new fields
of government and the extension of the county's role as its agent. Origi-
nally, the county performed but a single important function for the state,
that of collecting Its share of the tajces levied within the county. Since
then, however, education, public health, registration of vital statistics,
public assistance, and many similar if less important matters have entered
the province of state control or supervision. To effect this control, new
governmental units, subcounty districts of various types, have come into
existence, or have been converted to new purposes; the county, because of
its intermediate position, has become more impoptemt as a medium of that
control.

Thus the complete operation of county government in Illinois brings
into play a number of partly distinct authorities. Their relationships,
at any time, are complex. The changing governmental organization of
Effingham County, therefore, is easiest traced from the viewpoint of the

major functions of county government.

General Administration

General administrative Jurisdiction over covmty business has always
been vested in the county board. During the first constitutional period,
the county commissioners' court acted as the county board in all counties»2

1. R.L.1827 . p. 107; R.S.1845 , p. 130; R.S.1874 . p. 306.
2. Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec. 4; L.1019 , p. 175,176.

~ 30 -
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It was expressly declared to have no original or appellate jurisdic-

tion in civil or crir.inal actions, but had all power necessary to the

exercise of its jurisdiction in cases concerning the public affairs of

the county collectively. ^ The con-iinissioners were constitutional officers,

2

and elected, 3 the court existed solely by statutory provision.^ Attached
to it in a ministerial capacity was the independent statutory office of
clerk of the county commissioners' court, 5 at first filled at the appoint-

ment of the court, 6 later by election.?

Under the second constitution, the nev;ly created county court suc-
ceeded to the position of the county commissioners' court. 8 ^.s an ad-
ministrative body, 9 it was composed of the county judge, and elected,
constitutional off icer, '•*-' and t-.vo justices of the peace, elected at
large. 11 Another nev; office, that of clerk of the county court, was crea-
ted to provide it v/ith a ministerial officer; the clerk also vras elected. 12

The Constitution of 1848 also made provision, for the first time,
for an optional form of county government. 13 The subsequent enabling
actsl4 provided that whenever the voters of a county might so determine,

that county should adopt tovmship organization; one of the principal re-
sults of such a change was to alter the form of the county board. 15

Effingham County so elected in 1860, and in 18G1 the county court was
succeeded by a board of supervisors, composed of members elected, one in
each of the several townships. 16 The clerk of the county court was

1. L.1819 , p. 176.

2. Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec. 4.

3. L.1819 , p. 99; L.1821 , p. 80; L.1B37 , p. 103,104,
4. L.lBliJ , p. 175.

5. Ibid.
6. Ibid.

7. L.1837 , p. 49; L.1845 , p. 28.

8. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 65.
9. The county court vras also a court of law^ For its jurisdiction as such,

see Administration of Justice, Courts, p. 36.
10. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 17.
11. Ibid., sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 65,66.
12. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 63.
13. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 6.
14. The original enabling act of 1849 ( L.1849 , p. 190-224) was repealed

tv;o years later by a more comDrehensive but essentially similar law
(L.1851, p. 35-78).

15. Other effects of the change, within the sphere of county government
proper, appear with regard to the taxation procedure. See Finances,
p* 33.

16. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec, 6; L.1851, p. 38,50-52.
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required by law to act as the ministerial officer of the new county
toard. In 1872, however, that clerk was replaced by a new officer,
the county clerk, whose office had been created and made elective, by
the third constitution,* and who was reouired by law to act as minis-
terial officer for the county board. Another significant change in the
form of the county board has been the addition to its membership of assis-
tant supervisors, elected from the various towns on the basis of popule^
tion, the assistant supervisors hr.ve no powers or duties as town officers,
but are members of the county board and as such enjoy the s?jne powers rjid

rights as other members.

The Constitution of 1870 also provided a new form of coimty board
in counties not under tovmship orgrjiization. This board was to be com-
posed of three officers, styled commissioners, who would trpjisact all
county business as provided by law. ° Subsequent legislation granted to

the board of county commissioners all powers and duties formerly exer-
cised by the county court when acting in its administrative capacity."
These laws were ineffective in Effingham since this county has retained
township organization since its institution in 1861.

Concurrent with the changing organization of the covmty board is an
expansion of its functions without, however, considerable extension be-
yond the origineJ jurisdiction conferred upon the county commissioners'
court. The authority of that body extended to the imposition and regula-
tion of taxes." a limited but increasing management of county property.
and a growing fiscal control, stringent in regard to tejc collections,^^
sporadic in its check on the expenditures of other county officers. The
court additionally had power to appoint judges of election, ^^ select juries,^''

and, with limitation to construct and maintain roads and bridges.^'* Poor

9

1. L.1849 , p. 203; L.1851 . p. 52.
2. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

3. R.S.1874 . p. 322.
4. Ibid., p. 1080; L.1925 . p. 605; L.1929 . p. 774; L.1931 . p. 905-10;

L.1933 , p. 1115,1116.
5. R.S.1874 , p. 1080.
6. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 6.

7. L. 1873-74 . p. 79.

8. L.1819 . p. 175.
9. Ibid., p. 237,238; L. 1842-43 , p. 128.

10. L.1819 . p. 238.318; L.1823 , p. 208; R.L.1827 . p. 373.375; R.L.1329 .

p. 121; L. 1842-43 . p. 112; L.1845 . p. 11,12.
11. R.L.1827 . p. 366; L.1831 . p. 175.
12. L.iei9 , p. 90.

13. Ibid., p. 255; L.1823 , p. 182.
14. Either by calling on the able-bodied men of the county for labor, or by

raising bond issues by subscription ( L.1819 , p. 333,334,336,337,343;
L.1821 . p. 167; L.1825 . p. 130-33).
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reliefl and a tentative supervision of eduoation2 also fell within its

general administrative jurisdiction.

The effect of subsequent legislation, in the main, has only been

to broaden that jurisdiction. The county board has been given full

power to purchase, contract for, dispose of amd make regulations con-

cerning all real and personal property of the county. 3 It is now re-

quired also to audit all claims against the county and the accounts of

Buch officers as were not provided for by law.'+ Otherwise, the changes

in form of the county board in Effingham County have not materially af-

fected the general guiministrative Jurisdiction of that body.

5

Fi nance s

In Illinois counties, there has always been a close relationship

between the taxation processes and fiscal control. This circumstance,

as well a3 frequent evidence of the county board's ultimate control in

such matters, appears in a resume of the legal status and duties of the

officers involved,

Ta:cation

The assessment function in taxation was delegated by the first

General Assembly to the county treasurer, a statutory officer appointed
by the coiinty commissioners' court," The administrative body, within
statutory limits, fixed the amotint of the levy, while the value of many
categories of real and personal property was fixed by law; however, a
limited discretion was left to the assessing officer,? In 1825 assessments
were made by the county assessor, also an appointee of the county commiss-
ioners' court. ^ This duty reverted to the county treasurer in 1827° and
continued to be vested in that office until 1839. when the General Assembly
provided for the appointment by the county commissioners' court of district
assessors, not to exceed one in every justices's district. 10 The earlier

1. 1.1819 . p. 127; L.18^9 . p. 13s. 139.
2. R.S.I8U5 . p. 500,501.
3. L.18Uq . p. 202; 1.1851 . p. 50,51; L.1851 . p. 235,236; R.S.187U . p.

306.307: L.1911 . p. 2U5.2U6; L.1923 . p. 30U,305: L.1937 . p. U53,U5U.

U. L.I8U9 . p. 202; 1.1851 . p. 51; R.S.I87U . p. 307; L.1923 . p. 299.

5. Of . this running summary with R.S.I87U . p. 306,307 and R.S.1937
(State Bar Association Edition) , p. 910-12.

6. L.1819 . p. 315.

7. Ibid., p. 313.319; L.1825 . p. 173: L.1839 . p. U-6; L.lSUo . p. U;

L.I8U5 . p. 6.

S. L.1S25 . p. 173.
9. R.L.1827 . p. 330.

10. L.1839 . p. U,
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system wp.s reeatp.blished in 15?UU, with the trefi-surer. ho^ev-^r, now having
the status of ex-officio county assessor.^ Since I86I, the dat-; of the

Institution of township organization in '5f-^inghpjn County, the assessment
function has been performed on the lower governmental level by town

assessors, elected one in each township.^ Today, the principp.l duties
of the assessing officers, taken together, are to bring up to date ep.ch

year the periodic p.ssegsment of real prooerty, to trke current lists of,

pjid appraise personpJ. property and speci,-:.! cp.tagories of other prooerty.

3

The treastirar now has the status of ex-officio supervisor of assessments.

Before the creation of a board of review, the ftinctions which todpy

fell within its scopg were Derformad, in substr.nce. by various officers.
In the first constitutional neriod. it was loft to interested individuals
or parties to report nroperty omitted from assessment; the county com-
missioners' court could hear appeals from t.3sessn?nts, but there was no

provision for their equ/-.lization by districts.'' Ihirlng the second con-

stitutional period, apoerls in "3ffingh£.m County, were nr.de to the county
court. After the institution of township organization in 1861, town

boards were emoowered to review the assessments within their own Jurisdic-
tion, and the county board was required to meet rjiminlly t-^ assess omitted
property, review p.ssessments upon complaint, and aqur.lize value-tlnns be-
tween towns. 7 In 1898 this authority of the county board was transferred
to the newly created board of review, composed of the chairman of the county
board as ex-offlcio chairman, the county clerk as ex-officio clerk, and an
additional number appointed by the county judge." In 1925 the corinty clerk

was replaced by another member appointed by the county judge;-' the board
of review now appoints Its own clerk. •'•^

The collection function was originally performed in p.ll counties
by the sheriff, an elected constitutional officer. ^-^ Its nature has
changed little since that time. Essentially, the collecting officer
collects taxes according to information originating outside his jurisdlc-

1. L.I8U3 . p. 231.

2. L.I8U9 . p. 192; L.1851 . p. 38; L. 1871-72 . p. 20-2U.

3. L.18'53 . p. 16,17; L. 1871-72 , o. II.1U.15. 19.?3: 1^.1873 . p. 51: 1.1879 .

p. 241-1+5; L.1881 . p. 133, I3U; L.1885 . p. 23U; L.1895. p- 5^^0.301;

L.1905 . p. 360: L.I915. p. 568; L.1923 . p. U95,500; L. 1931-32 , First
Sp. Sess.

,

p. 69.
U. L.1898 . p. 36-UU.

5. L.I8I9 . p. 316; R.L.1827 . p. 33O; L.1839 . p. 7; 1.18^5 . p. 8.

6. L.I8U9
, p. 65.

7. L.I851 . p. 56,57: L. 1871-72 . o. 21, 22, 2U, 25.
8. L.1898 . p. U6.

9. L.I923 . p. U96; L. 1^^31-32 , First Sp. 3ess.. n. 71.72.

10. L.1923 . p. U96,U97,

11. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; L.I8I9 . P. 3l6.
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tion, pays over such sums to authorities desi.'piated by statute to re-

ceive then-i, and reports on pajn:.ients of taxes and delinquencies, 1 In

1839, by a development analogous to that which occurred with rogard to

assessments, the county board's control was ex'lended to enable it to

appoint a regular county collector, 2 Soon aftur, the law reverted to

the earlier situation, with the sheriff acting as ex-officio collector,

3

This situation continued until Effingham JJounty adopted tov.iiship organ-
ization when tovrn collectors were elected, one in ea.;h township,'^ and
the county treasurer bocane ex-officio count;.' collector. ^ The town of-

ficers paid over th.eir collections directly to the county officer, and
supplied the basic infornation for the latter' s sumnary report of col-
lections in the county.'^ In 1917 the town office of collector was abol-

ished in counties the size of Effingham, and the county collector became
ex-officio town collector, assuming all duties previously assigned to the
latter officer,'''

Coordination of the taxation processes has always been effected by
the county clerk or his predecessors. The assessment books are made out

by the clerk, and returned to him by the assessor; similarly, the col-
lector reports on collections on delinquent property; finally, the
treasurer's receipts to the collector for taxes paid come into his poss-
ession, and the centralization of records concerning the basic taxation
procedure is completod.^

Fiscal Contro l

The fiduciary function in county finances is performed by the
county treasurer alone. The duties of the office have remained substan-
ially the same since its creation, namely; to receive, principally from
the collectors of taxes, the revenue of the county; to have custody of
its funds; and to disburse funds only on specific authorization by law,

or in accordance with the ordor of the county board, 9 Through this last

1. L,1819 , p. 316-18; L.1321 , p. 182,133; R.L.1827
, p. 332,333; K.L.

1

829,

p. 121-23; L.luol
, p. 125; L.1837 , p. 191,195; E.1S39

, p. 7-12;

L.1843 , p. 23-i; L. 13 15 , p. 11; L.1G17 , p. 81; L. 1871-72 , p. 55,57,58.
2. L. 13 58- 39 , p. 7,

3. L. 1843 , p. 234,

4. L.18i9 , p. 192; L.1851 , p. 38.

5. L.1353 , p. G7.

6. L. 1871-72 , p. 41,5G,57.
7. L.1917 , p. 793,

8. L.1819 , p. 317; R. D,1327 , p. 373; L.1357 , p. 19±,195; L.1839 , p. 3-12;

L. 1840 , p. 3; L.18~15 , p. 9,11; L.1353 , p. 71,111; L. 1871-72 , p. 32,

34,35,46,56,58; L.1875-7-^ , p. 51; L.1911 , p. ±85; L.1917 , p. 65 1;

L.1919 , p, 765; L.1931 , p. 7 ±7.

9. L.1919 , p. 315,316; R.S.1845 , p. 138; L.18S1 , p. 239; R.S.1374 , p. 523,

324,
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requirement, and that of the treasurer to report periodically to the

board on the transactions of his office, in addition to his regular set-
tlement with it, the lines of finejicial authority once more lead to the

county "board.

Administration of Justice

Courts

Justice, in Illinois counties, has been administered by a consteJit-

ly increasing number of bodies. The Constitution of 1818 vested the judic-
ial powers of the state in a Supreme Court amd such inferior courts as the

General Assembly should ordain and establish; required the Supreme Court
justices to hold circuit courts in the several counties; and provided for
the appointment, in such manner ejid with such powers and duties as the

General Assembly should direct, of a competent number of justices of the

peace in each covin ty.^

Federal statutes already allowed circuit courts in all states juris-
diction over the naturalization of aliens; the first state legislature ad-
ditionally conferred jurisdiction over all causes at common law and chance-
ry and over all cases of treason, felony, and other crimes p.nd misdemerJiors.
The legislature further required that two terms of a circuit court be held
in each county annually by one of the Supreme Court justices, but in 1824
provision was made for the holding of circuit courts by separate circuit
court judges, to be appointed, as were the Supreme Court justices, by both
brpjiches of the General Assembly, and to held office during good behavior.

°

In 1827 the General Assembly repealed the 1824 law, and p^ain provided for
circuit courts to be hold by Supreme Court justices. At the next session
of the legislature, when a new circuit was established, provision was made
for the appointment of a circuit judge to act therein." At that time, there-
fore, the circuit courts were held by Supreme Co\irt justices in four judi-
cial circuits and by a circuit judge in the fifth.^ A change was made again

1. L.1819 , p. 318; L.1837 . Sp. Sess., p. 59,60; L.1845 . p. 33; R.S.1845 .

p. 138,139; L.1861
, p. 239,240; R.S.1874 , p. 323,324.

2. Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 1,4,8.
3. 2 U.S.S.L. 153-55.
4. L.1819 . p. 380.
5. Ibid., p. 378.
6. L.1824 , p, 41. The Constitution of 1818, which had required that

Supreme Court Justices be appointed by the General Assembly, further
provided that they should not, after the first session of the legisla-
ture subsequent to January 1, 1824, hold circuit courts unless required
to do so by law (Art. IV, sec. 4).

7. R.L.1827 , p. 118,119.
8. R.L.1829 , p. 38.
9. Ibid., p. 42,48.
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in 1835» when power to hold circuit courts was taken away from the Su-

preme Court justices and provision was made for the appointment of five

circuit judges, in addition to the one already authorized, to hold cir-

cuit courts,! The six judicial circuits existing at that time were sup-

plemented during the next few years "by creation of new circuits,^ so that
they numtered nine in 18Ul when the office of circuit judge was again
abolished and the Supreme Court justices, also increased to nine, were re-

quired to hold circuit courts.

3

The authority of justices of the peace was limited "by law to juris-
diction in specified civil cases anc" in misdemeanors, with appeals allowed
from their judgments to the circuit court. ^ The power of appointment, the

legislature at first reserved to itself;5 in 1827, however, justices of the

peace were required to he elected, two in each of such districts as should
te determined within statutory limits "by the county commissioners' court."

Jurisdiction over prohate matters was at the outset delegated to the

county commissioners' court. 7 By act of the next General Assembly, it was
transferred to the court of prohate.S consisting in each county of one

judge appointed hy the General Assembly. 9 As a result of the substitution

in 1837 of probate justices of the peace for the judges of probate, 10 jur-

isdiction over probate matters for the first time was placed in the hands
of elected officers.-'--^

The county court was the creation of the second constitution, 12 which

also made circuit judges elected officers.l3 With regard to the new court,

it was further provided by law that it should be held in each coiinty by a

1. LISA'S , p. 150.
2. L.1837 . p. 113 ; L. 18^8-39 . p. 155.
3. L.I8U1 . p. 173.
4. L.1819 . p. 185,192,195.
5. Ibid. , p. 22.

6. R.L.1827 , p. 255,256. Since 1821, however, the county commissioners'

court had been required to establish such districts, which also con-

stituted general election precincts ( L.1821 . p. fh) . For changes in

the statutory limitations of this power of the court, see R.L.1827 .

p. 255, and R.L.182q . p. 93.
7. L.i8iq . p. 223-33.
8. L.1821 , p. 121.

9. Ibid., p. 119. The Constitution of 1818 (Art. IV, sec. k) had also

designated this manner of election for judges of all inferior coxirts.

10. L.1837 . p. 176.177.
11. The Constitution of 1818 (Art. IV, sec. 8) had reserved to the General

Assembly the right to prescribe the manner of appointment of justices

of the peace.
12. Constitution of ISUS, Art. V, sec. I.I6.
13.- Ibid., sec. 7.15.-
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single elected officer, the county judge. 1 Its authority was extended to

jurisdiction in all prolate matters, and to such jurisdiction in civil

and criminal cases as might he conferred by the General Assembly. 2 In

pursuance of this latter provision, the county court was first given the

same civil and criminal jurisdiction as justices of the peace; 3 at the

next session of the General Assembly, however, it was declared that county

judges when exercising this jurisdiction, acted only in the capacity of

justices of the poace,^ Until the next constitutional period, the county

court, as such, was given jurisdiction only in a limited number of special

actions; 5 it was however, considered entitled to equal jurisdiction with

the circuit court over naturalization," In this same period, provision

was made for increasing, on the basis of population, the number of jus-

tices of the peace to be elected in each district. In Effin^am County,

and others similarly organized, one additional justice of the peace is

now elected for every one thousand inhabitants exceeding two thousand in-

habitants in each town«7

Provision was first made by the Constitution of 1870 for the estab-

lish by the General Assembly of an independent probate court in each

county having a population of more than fifty thousand inhabitants,^ As

first established by statute, the new courts were to be formed in counties

of one hiindred thousand or more inhabitants. 9 This population requirement

was lowered to seventy thousand in 1881. ^'^ The population of Effingham

County not having reached this figure, jurisdiction over probate matters

has continued to be vested in the county court in accordance 7:ith consti-

tutional provision to that effect, ^^ The county court, early in this

period, was given concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court in ap-

peals from justices of the peacc;!^ its original jurisdiction was extended

to be equal with that of the circuit court in all that class of cases

1. Constitution of ISUg, Art. V, sec. IJ.

2. Ibid., sec. 18.

3. L.I8U9 . p. 65.
h. Ibid., Second Sess, , t). 15»

5. L.igUg . p. 65.66; L.i'853 . P. 103; L.I861
, p. 171.172.

6. 2 U.S.S.L. 155.

7. L.I85U
, p. 30. No more than five justices, however, may be elected,

from any town or election precinct.
8. Constitution of I87O, Art. VI, sec. 20.

9. L.1877 . p. 79,80.
10. L.1881

, p. 72. In 1933, the act of I877 was further amended to make

the establishment of an independent probate court mandatory in counties

having a population of eighty-five thousand or more, and optional in

coiinties having a population of between seventy thousand and eighty-

five thousand (L.I93? . p. U58).

11. Constitution of I87O, Art. VI, sec. 18; L.1877. p. 80; 1.1881 , p. 72,

12. R.S.I87U . p. 3U0; 1.1877 . p. 77; L.iso*?
. p. 212,223.
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cognizable by justices of the peacel and involving in controversy sums

not exceeding $500,2 j^ 1906, however, it lost its naturalization jur-

isdiction since it failed to meet the additional requirement of Federal

legislation that it possess jurisdiction at law without limitation upon

amounts in controversy, 3 The present constitution, also, for the first

time, directed the manner in which the General Assembly should establish
judicial circuits, requiring that circuits be formed of contiguous coun-

ties and that they should not exceed in number one circuit for every one

hundred thousand of population of the state. ^ At present there are eight-

een circuits in Illinois, and Effingham County is attached to the fourth

circuit.

5

Clerks of Courts

The clerk of the circuit court under the Constitution of 1818, was

to be appointed by a majority of the justices of that court." Since I8U9,

however, by provisions of the constitutions of 18U8 and I87O, the office

has been filled by election. 7 The office of clerk of the county court,

which was an independent elective office under the second constitution,

^

is now filled in an ex-officio capacity by the county clerk9 who is also

required by constitutional provision to be elected. ^^^ The county commis-

sioners' court, which for a brief period held jurisdiction over probate

matters, had its own clerk who was at that time appointed by the court.

H

Probate judges and justices of the peace who subsequently held probate jur-

isdiction, were required to act as their own clerks. ^2 ^nh the transfer

of probate jurisdiction to the county court, the clerk of the county court

was required to keep, separately, records of probate proceedings and busi-

ness. 13 In Effingham County where the county court still retains probate

jurisdiction, the county clerk serves it in these matters in his capacity

1. The jurisdiction of justices has also been progressively increased

during this period. See 1.1871-72 . p. 52U; 1.1895 . p. 189,190;

L.1917 . p. 562,563; L.1929 . p. 5^1.5^2.
2. L. 1871-72 . p. 325.

3. 3U U.S.S.L. 596.
U. Constitution of I87O, Art. VI, sec. 13.

5. L.1933 . p. U36.

6. Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 6.

7. Constitution of 18U8, Art. V, sec. 21,29; Constitution of I87O,

Art. X, sec. S,

8. Constitution of 18U8, Art. V, sec. 19.

9. R.S.187U . p. 260.

10. Constitution of I87O, Art. X, sec. 8.

11. L.1819 . p. 175.
12. L.1821 . p. 119,120; L.1837 . p. 177. 17S.

13. L.I8U9 . p. 66.
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as ex-officio clerk of the county court, 1 Justices of the peace have

always been required to keep their records in person.

2

t;inisterial Officers

The principal ministerial officer of all courts of record in Illin-

ois counties is the sheriff. The first constitution provided that the

sheriff should be elected. 3 Later, in 1827, statutory provision was made

for the appointment of deputies by the principal officer;^ since 1870, the

number of deputies that the sheriff may appoint is determined by rule of

the circuit court. 5 The ministerial duties of the sheriff have undergone

little change in more than one hundred years. Essentially he is to attend

in person or by deputy, all courts of record in the county, obeying the or-

ders and directions of the court, and to serve, execute, and return all writs,

warrants, process, orders, and decrees legally directed to him.

6

The coroner was originally given equal pov^er with the sheriff as a

ministerial officer of the courts. 7 He was also required to serve all

process in any suit in which the sheriff was an interested party, 8 and to

perform all the duties of the sheriff when that office was vacant. 9 The

last two functions are still incumbent upon the coroner. 10

Justices of the peace are served similarly in a ministerial capacity

by constables. Not until 1870 was the office of constable given constitu-

tional recognition; 11 at its creation by the first General Assembly, the

county commissioners' court was empowered to appoint one or more constables

in each township; 12 in 1827 it was provided that two constables should be

1. R.S.1874 . p. 260.

2. L.1B19 . p. 185-97 (no specific record-keeping requirement listed among

general duties of justices), 326 (establishing fees to be paid justices

for keeping records); R.L.1827 . p. 260 (becomes definite provision for

justices to keep ovm records) ; L.1895 , p. 221,222.

3. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11.

4. R.L,1827 . p. 373.

5. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9.

6. L.1819 . p. Ill; R.S.1874 . p. 990,991.

7. L.1819 , p. 111.

8. L.1821 . p. 29-33.

9. R.L.1827 , p. 372,373.

10. R.S.1874 , p. 282. Despite the absence from the present law of statu-

tory provision for the coroner to serve process originally directed to

him (R.S.1874 . p. 281,282), the courts have held that he may so do, an

emergency being presumed to exist without need for the process to recite

reason for its issuance to the coroner (20 111. 185; 57 111. 268).

11. Constitution of 187C, Art. VI. sec. 21.

12. L.1819, p. 162.
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elected in each justice of the peace district. 1 Since that date, subse-
quent legislation has grouped justices of the peace and constables in all

provisions re^,ardinj; their election. 2 Constables, like sheriffs and coro-
ners, have always been required to serve and execute all process legally-

directed to then; 3 process issuing frorr. a justice of the peace court, hov/-

ever, may be directed only to sone constable of the sane county.

4

Prosecutions

The duty of the present state's attorney to prosecute and defend all

actions, civil or crir.iinal, involving the county, the people, or officers
of the state or county, ^ was incunbent originally upon the circuit attor-
ney. ^ In 1827 this officer was replaced by the state's attorney."^ Also
±n effect from an early date is the officer's other r.iajor duty, apart
from the enf orc^:r.cnt of lav;, 8 of giving opinions on any questions of law
relating to criminal or other natters in which the people of the county may
bo concerned.

9

The offices of circuit attorney and early state's attorney, which
existed solely by statutory provision, 10 were appointive by the Governor
until 1835,11 and thereafter by the General Assembly. 12 The second con-
stitution provided for an elected state's attorney; 13 since each judicial
circuit was an elective district for this purpose, the territorial juris-
diction of the nev; officer remained the sane as that of the former officer .1^

Not until the adoption of the present constitution v.'as provision made for
the election of a separate state's attorney in each county, 1^

1. R.L.1827 , p. 253.

2. See Courts, p. 36.

3. L.1819 , p. 162,163; R. 3. 1871 , p. iOO.

4. L.1S19 , p. 186; R. a. 1845 , p. 317; L.

1

871-7 2, p. 525; L.1895 , p. 191,
193; L.1937 , p. 900. Similarly, process issuing from, courts of record
is required to be directed to the sheriff or, under certain conditions
noted (footnotes 7,8, and 9, p. 40), to the coroner ( r:.S.1815 , p. 413;
L. 1371-72 , p. 538; L.1907 , p. i4i,-±45; L.1955 , p. 786; 1.1937

, p. 989^,
5. R.S.187J: , p. 173,174.

'

6. L.1819 , p. 204; L.1325 , p. 178,179.
7. R.L.1827 , p. 79,80.
8. See Enforcement of Law , p. 42.

9. R. 5.1845 , -p. 76; R.S.1874 , p. 174.
10. L.1819 , p. 20i-6.
11. Ibid., p. 204.

12. L.1835 , p. 44.

13. Constitution of 18-i8, Art. V, sec. 21. The new title, however, had
already come into occasional use in the interim (R.L.1827, p. 79,80;
L.1855 , p. 44; L.1847 , p. 18,19).

14. Constitution of 18±8, !\rt. V, sec. 28.
15. Constitution of 1S70, Art. VI, sec. 22.
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Inquests

The holding of inquests, one of the duties of the coroner in Illinois
counties, is also a part of the administration of justice. The office of

coroner was created by the first constitution and required to be filled

by election;! the statutory provisions concerning the inquest function have
not changed substantially since their enactment by the second General
Assembly. 2 The coroner, when informed of the body of any person being
found dead, supposedly by violence, casualty, or undue means, is required
to siimmon a jury to inquire how, in what manner, and by vriiom or what,

death was caused; testimony of witnesses is taken; witnesses whose evidence
implicates any person as the vmlawful slayer of the deceased are bound over
to the circuit court; tho verdict of the jury is returned to the clerk of

that court.

3

The verdict of the coroner's jury, however, is not generally admissi-
ble in evidence; 4 additionally, it is not held to be prima facie proof of

matters stated therein with regard to the cause and manner of death; 5 its

essential nature, therefore, is that of a finding of facts upon the basis
of which the coroner may be led to discharge his collateral duty to appre-

hend and commit to jail aiiy person implicated by the inquest as the unlaid
ful slaj'er of the deceased. ^ To this extent, the coroner's inquest duties

overlap his function as an officer for the enforcement of law.

Enforcement of Law

Sheriffs, coroners, and constables have always been charged equally

with keeping the peace and apprehending all offer.ders against the law.'

The state's attorney's powers as an officer for the enforcement of law

originally arise by implication from another duty; 8 the gathering of evi-

dence and the apprehension of offenders is necessarily involved in commenc-

ing and prosecuting actions in which the people of the state or county are

concerned. 9 In relatively recent years, however, the state's attorney has

1. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11.

2. Cf. L.1821 . p. 23-24; R.S.1845 . p. 517,518; R.S.1874 , p. 282-84;

R.S.1937 (State Bar Association Edition), p. 780-82.

3. L.1821 , p. 24,25; R.S.1845 , p. 518; R.S.1874 , p. 284; L.1879 , p. 82;

L.1907 , p. 213; L.1919
, p. 403,404; L.1951 . p. 383,389.

4. 46 N.W. 872. It is, however, held to be proper practice to offer, in

cross-examining witnesses sought to be impeached, excerpts from trains-

scripts of testimony taken at the inquest (189 111. App. 556; 211 111.

App. 474).
5. 201 111. App. 287.
6. L.1821 . p. 25; R.S.1845 , p. 518; R.S.1874 , p. 283,284.
7. L.1819

, p. 111,152,163; R.S.1845 , p. 515; R.S.1874 , p. 400.

8. See Prosecutions , p. 41.
9. L.1819 , p. 204; R.S.1845 , p. 76.
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been given more specific statutory powers to enforce lav/s and to investi-

gate violations and secure necessary evidence thereof,! g^-t; ^t any time

the effective spheres of authority of law enforcement officers have been
determined less by statutory provisions thc^n ^y local conditions and indi-

vidual circumstances.

Education

The act of Congress providing for the creation and admission of the
State of Illinois to the Union set aside section sixteen of every town-
ship for the use of schools.^ The first state legislation on the subject
was concerned only with the establishment of school districts and the sale

or leasing of school land to provide necessary funds, for which purposes
three trustees of school lands were appointed in each township by the county

commissioners' court,

3

In 1825, however, with a common school system in operation, provision
was made for its educational as v;ell as financial administration. Three
elected officers, known as township school trustees, vrere charged in each
township with superintending schools, examining and employing, teachers,
leasing all land belonging to the district, and reporting annually to the
county commissioners* court; this report, however, was limited to such
matters as were concerned in the financial administration of the schools,*

In 1827 the county commissioners' court was rLain empowered to appoint
trustees of school lands, but despite the use of the earlier, more limited
title, these officers were charged with all the duties of the former town-
ship school trustees,^ The creation of office of county school commissioner
in 1829 brought a new element into the complex situation. The commissioner
was at first given limited duties with regard to the sale of school lands
and the management of school funds; his subsequent gains in this respect
at the expense of the township trustees foreshadowed the demarcation of

spheres of authority that was made in 1847, In the interim, the school
commissioner, v/ho had first been appointed by the county commissioners'
court, S became an elected officer; in such townships as elected to incor-

1, L«1885 , p. 3i L.1907 , p, 268; L,1915, p. 595; L.19 15, p, 338; L,1927

p* 33,
2, 3 U.S.S.L. 428,
3, L«1819 , p, 107,108,
4, L.1825 , p. 121,122.
5, R.L.1827 , p. 566-70,

6, R,L..1829 , p. 150-54,

7, Cf. L.1831 , p. 176; L.1841 , p, 275-79,

8, R,La829 , p, 150,

9, L.1B41, p, 261,262,
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porate for the purpose of orgpinizing and supporting schools, township
trustees also became elected officers rjid were then denominated trus-
tees of schools.^

The situation created by the legislation of 1847 in certain respects
has not since been substantially altered. In sll counties, township
trustees became, and are still, elected officers, styled township school
trustees. The relative authority of the county school commissioner*^ and
of officers of the township with regard to financial administration was
fixed essentially as at present.^ However, township trustees lost practi-
cally all their former duties with regard to matters purely educational as
a resxilt of a development that occurred in 1845.

It was at that time that the county first entered into the actual
administration of education with the creation of the office of superinten-
dent of schools. Filled at first by the school commissioner in an ex-
officio capacity,^ it quickly absorbed most of the functions of township
trustees with regard to the advancement of education, later, the office
came to be filled by election" and completely absorbed that of school com-
missioner. In the new field of county administration of education, the

superintendent's duties remained constant through his change in legal status,
requiring him to visit all the townships in his county and inquire into the
condition and manner of conducting their schools, to examine persons propos-
ing to teach school, to grant certificates to persons qualified to teach in
schools, and to report to the coxinty board on all his acts relating to his
management of school funds and lands. ^'-* Subsequent legislation has enlarged

1. L.1841 , p. 273,274. In \inincorporated townships, trustees continued
to be appointed by the co\inty commissioners' court (ibid., p. 259,260),

2. L.1847
, p. 126; L.1909 , p. 350.

3. The subsequent substitution of an independent elected superintendent
of schools for the school commissioner who had additionally been ex-
officio superintendent (see footnotes 6,8, and 9), was only a change
in the legal status of the officer of the covmty and had no further
import.

4. L.1847 , p. 123,124,128,129; L.1909 , p. 351-54; L.1927 , p. 794,795.
5. R.S.1S45 , p. 498.
6. Ibid.

7. R.S.1845 . p. 497-503. Cf. L.1825 . p. 121,122; R.L.1827 , p. 366-70;
L.1831

, p. 173; L.1841 , p. 270.275,276.279. The only duty of this
category that was left to township trustees in the laws of 1847 con-
cerned the examination of prospective teachers and the issuance of
certificates where merited ( L,1847 . p. 130).

8. L.1865
, p. 112.

9. Ibid., p. 112,113.
10. R.S.1845

, p. 498-501. Cf. L.1847 . p. 121-25; L.1857 . p. 261-65, 278,
279.296.297; L.1861, p. 190,191; L.1865, p. 114,119-21.
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the soope of this phase of the superintendent's functions, but it is in

his role as an agent of state supervision that he has been charg-jd v/ith

numerous duties of a new character. •'

The authority of the state v/ith re^^ard to education, first manifested
in 1845j has, like that of the coimty, been extended, beyond its orij;inal

bounds. Originally the county superintendent i;as required only to coinmuni-

cate to the State Superintendent of Common School s^ information concerning
the schools in his county. 3 Toda;;-, as a consequence of the state's
increasing intervention in iDatters of public health and safety, the county
superintendent is required to inspect, vrith regard to specifications,
plans submitted to him for the heatins?;, ventilation, lighting, etc., of

public school rooms and buildings; to visit and notice such public school
buildings which appear to him to be unsafe, insanitary, or otherwise unfit
for occupancy; and to request the State Depr.rtment of Public Health, "^ the

state fire marshal, or the state architect to inspect such buildings and
issue reports upon which condemnation proceedings can be based.

5

Recordation

For the function of raking legal record of written instruments, the
first vjsneral Assembly established the office of recorder. ^ Originally
appointed by the Governor, 7 the recorder was required to be elected after
1835^? The second constitution made the clerk of the circuit court^ ex-
officio recorder in all counties;10 the present constitution continued the
earlier provision in counties of under sixty thousand population and pro-
vided for the election of a recorder in counties of that population or
more. 11 As Effingham County never met the population requirement, the
clerk of the circuit court has continued to fulfill the duties of recorder.

1. L.1909 , p. 347-50; L.1915 , p. 656-38,

2. The Secretary of i>tate in ex-officio capacity ( L. 184:5 , p. 52). In

185-4 the office became independent, filled by election, and loicwn as

that of Superintendent of Public Instruction ( L.185j: , p. 15), r/hich

is its present status ( L.1909 , p. 343).

3. L.1845 , p. 54.

4. Prior to 191/, the rights, powers, and duties of this department were
vested in the State Board of Health, abolished in that year ( L.1917 ,

p. 4,17,27,28).
5. L.1915 , p. 637-40.

6. L.1319 , p. 18-20.

7. Ibid., p. 19.

8. L.1055 , p. 166.

9. An elected officer; see Clerks of Courts , p. 39.

10. Constitution of 13 i8. Art. V, sec. 19; L. 1549 , p. 64,

11. Constitution of 1070, Art. X, ooc. 8; r..o.l074, p. 833,
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The basic duty of the recorder, to record at length and in the order
of their receipt, all instrtiments in writing, has remained essentially un-

changed; legislation has been directed toward the extension of categories

of instruments entitled to be recorded. Conveyances of title to land, a
major category of such records, frequently involve another county officer,

the surveyor. Established by the second General Assembly, the office of

surveyor was at first filled by appointment by that body, ^ later by elec-

tion.3 In 1936 the surveyor again became an appointed officer, with the

power of £53pointment delegated to the county board,^ His duty to complete

all surveys he may be called on to make within his county has undergone
only minor change, but its importance has declined; the acts of any sur-

veyor, properly acknowledged and certified, have equal standing before the

law with those of the county surveyor; no maps or plats have any legal
effect unless recorded by the recorder,

5

Public Works

Roads and Bridges

Public roads and bridges were first under the superintendence of the

county commissioners' court which was authorized to locate new roads and alter

or vacate existing roads. 6 The act providing for such superintendence em-

powered the commissioners to appoint freeholders in each tovmship to act as

supervisors, each sppointment to be for a one-year period. New roads were to

be opened by the county commissioners' court upon petition of residents of

the county and a favorable report from the road viewers and surveyor. A few

years later the county commissioners were authorized to divide the county
into road districts and to eqjpoint annually one supervisor to serve in each
district, 7 With a change in the county administrative body under the second
constitution, the county court was granted supervision and control over pub-
lic roads, ^ but the care and superintendence of roads and bridges in counties

1. L

P

.1819 . p. 18-20; R.L.1829 . p. H?. US; R.L.1833 . p. 511; R. 5.18^5 ,

^. 306, U3I, 1132,606; L.I85I
, p. 80; L.1859 , p. 12^^; L.I869 . p. 2;

R.S.I87U
. p. 833, 83U; L.1921 . p. 756,757; L.1925 . p. 520-22.

2. L.1821 . p. 62.

3. L.1835
. p. 166,

^. L.I933. p. UOU. Provision effective in I936.

5. R.L.lg29 . p. 173; R.L.1S33 . p. 511; L.I8U5 . p. 201; L.I869 . p. 2Ul,2U2;

R.S.1874 . p. 1050,1051; L.I9OI . p. 307,308; L.I9I5 . p. 575.
6. L.I819 . p. 333.

7. L.1825 . p. 130.

g. L.I8U9 . p. 65; L.1851 . p. 179
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electing the township form of government were granted to the commission-

ers of highways, elected annually in each town,-'- The commissioners divi-
ded the town into road districts, and overseers of highways in each dis-

trict were to repair the roads and carry out orders of the commissioners.

In counties not electing tovmship organization, the original system of

road districts and road supervisors was continued. The supervision, con-

trol, and maintenance of roads, highways and bridges in Effingham County
were vested in the county court and the road district supervisors from

1849 to 1861, when township organization was instituted in this county,^
In 1913 the State Highway Department was established, and provision was
made for the appointment by the county board of a county superintendent of

highways. The entire system was centralized by subjecting the county su-

perintendent to the rules and regulations of the state highway commissioner
and by requiring candidates for coun-cy superintendent to be approved by the

state commissioner before appointment by the county board. The term of

office of the county superintendent was set at six years, and his salary was

to be fixed by the county board, A board of highway commissioners was set

up in each to-wnship to superintend matters relating to roads and bridges.
Although the county superintendent was to act on behalf of the county in
regard to roads and bridges, and although he was subject to removal by the
county board, he was regarded as a deputy of the sta-te highway engineer,
subject to his directions. This indicates the intention of the legislature
to unify the entire state system of roads and bridges* In 1917 the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Buildjogs assumed the rights, powers, and duties

vested in the State Highway Department, ^ but the county organization has
remained essentially the same since 1913,

Public Buildings

The county is given the power to hold, own, and convey real estate
for county purposes,^ This power is exercised by the county board which
is charged with the care and custody of all the real and personal property
owned by the county. Throughout the period of statehood it has been pro-
vided that a courthouse and jail be erected in each county, "^ and that the
sheriff of each county be charged with custody of such buildings, ^ The
county is further empowered to erect buildings for a county hospital, work-
house, tuberculosis sanitarium, and other county needs.

1, L,1849 , p, 2ia,

2, L.1847 , p. 111-13; U1849, p, 65,212,213; L,18_51, p. 64,179.
3, "lEffingham County adopted to-vraship organization in 1860, but the change

did not become effective until 1861,

4, L.1915 , p, 521-25,537-46,
5, Ibid., p, 524,525,538,542-44; L .191 7, p, 24; L.192I, p, 780-86; U1933,

p. 961,
6, R.S.1874 , p, 306,
7, L.1819 , p, 237,258; K. 8,1845, p. 135; R., S..1874 , p. 307,308,

8, R.L..1827 , p, 246,247,272"; R.S.18 74, p, 990,

9, R.S.1874', p. 307; L,1909, p. 163; L,1911, p. 246.
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The county superintendent of schools is charged with the inspection
of plans and specifications for public schoolrooms and buildings, and the

approval of only those viiiich conply with the specifications prepared by
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.1 He is else to request the
Department of Public Health, ^ the state fire marEhsI, or the 3tate architect
to inspect public school buildings which appear tc be unsafe, insanitary,
or unfit for occupancy. U^on receipt of an unfavorable report from these
officials, the county superintendont is to condemn the building and notify
the board of directors or board of education, nnd the board of school trus-
tees.

Drainage

In 1850 an act of Congress provided for the granting of swamp and
overflov;od Icjids to various states. 3 The lond so grnnted to Illinois
was turned over to the counties in 1852 to be roclrlraed by drainage and
used for co^xity purposes.^ Such Ipuds were to bo under the c;>je and
auperintondoncc of tho county court v/hich was to appoint a "Drainage Con>»

missionor" to conduct tho sr\les of such lands. The county surveyor was to

prepare plats of the svrninp l?nds ?jid return such plr.ts to the clerk of tho
county court, vdiorcupon the court fixed the vplur.tion t^jon ench tract. Tho
purchasers of thoso tracts were given a certificn.to by the draim.gc commissio>-
er, and r, deed w<?.s later executed by the coiinty court. The court was to sell
only enough swrnp lands to insure reclamation of all such land, any balance
to bo gr^xitod to tho sovor-'Q. townships to be used for educational purposes.
At the discretion of the county, such balanco could olso be used for tho
construction of roads or bridges, or for othor public v/orks.

In 1865 the commissioners of highways in each tovm became ex-«officio
boards of drainage commissionors,^ Where a proposed drain ran through more
than one tow-ii the commissionors of all the towns affected made ^3p the bo-^jd
of draino^e commissioners. ^ In 1879 dnlnagc construction by special assess-
ment vos handled by the dr.oinago commissioners, a body corporate and poli-
tic composed of commissioners of highways.'''

Provision was first mrjde for the organization of drninago districts
for agricultural, sanitaxy, and mining pvirposes in 1879. Petitions wero

1. L.1915 , p. 637-40.
2. Created in 1917 to supplant the State Borxd of Health abolished in

that ycrx ( L,1917 , p. 4,17,27).
3. 9 U.S.S.L. 519.
4. L.1852

. p. 178.
5. L.1855

, p, 50.
6. L.1867

, p. 91,92.
7. L.1879, p. 142.
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to be filed with the county clerk and hearings on the same were to be had

before the county court, IThen the court found in favor of the petitioners,

it appointed three disinterested persons as commissioners to lay out and

construct the work. Petitions for the construction of drains to cost less

than 05, 000 vrere to be presented to justices of the peace, if the petition-

ers so elected, and commissioners of highways were to perform the duties

of drainage commissioners in such cases. In 18S5 this law was amended to

include drains costing less than v2,000 and provided for the appointment
of three residents as commissioners,

^

Public Services

Public Health

3
The State Department of Public Health, created in 1917, is charged

with general supervision of the health and lives of the people of the

state. In conformance with this legislative order it is empowered to

supervise, aid, direct, and assist local health authorities or agcncios in

the administration of the health laws. Public health districts may be

organized along subcounty linos vfith a board of health in each. The names

of such districts arc to be filed with the county clerk to complete their

organization. Annually, each board of health certifies to the county

clerk the rate of a public health tax to be levied in each district, the

clerk being responsible for setting out the proper taxes upon the warrant

books and transmitting them to the collector as provided for in regard to

other taxes.

Control of the state health department over lodging houses, board-

ing houses, taverns, inns, and hotels is effected through the county clerk,

the proprietors of such establishments being required to file with the

clerk an annual str.tement containing details as to sleeping accomodations

for guests. The clerk is also required to report annually to the state

health department the names and addresses of township officials.

Mosquito abatement districts arc organized upon petition to the county

judge of the county in whifih such territoi-y lies, such petitions being filed

with the county clerk. If, after hearing, the county judge determines that

the organization of a district is necessary, the question is submitted to

the residents of the territory at a special election. The judges of election

1, L.1879 , p, 120.

2, L.1885 , p, 130,131,
3. L.1917 , p. 4.

4. Ibid., p. 27,28,763,765,767,768,
5, L.1901 , p. 305,

6. L.1923, p. 480,
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make return to the county judge, and the results are entered upon the

records of the county court. A majority of the votes favoring it, a

mosquito abatement district is thereupon organized.-^

County officials also enter into the state's control of public swinw

ming pools. When a representative of the State Department of Public Health
finds conditions that warrant the closing of such a pool, the owner of the

pool pjid the sheriff guid state's attorney of the county are notified to

that effect, it being the duty of these officers to enforce such notice.

^

Vital Statistics

The State Department cf Public Health has charge of the registration
of births, stillbirths, and deaths throughout the state. *^ To effect proper
control of this matter the state is divided into vitr.l statistics registra-
tion districts which in Effingham County, are identical with the townships.
The township cleric acts as the local registrar in these districts and
receives certificates of births and deaths occurring in the district. Bxirial

permits are issued by the registrar and are later returned to him for fil-
ing.

The local registrar is required to deposit monthly with the county
clerk a complete set of records of births, stillbirths, and deaths regis-
tered during the month, and the clerk is charged with binding and index-
ing, or recording, and safekeeping of such records. The original certifi-
cates are sent monthly by the local registrars to the state health depart-
ment which certifies ann\ially to the county clerk the number of births,
stillbirths, and deaths registered in the county.

The county board is to appropriate money for the payment of the local
registrars' fees. Such amounts are charged against the county, and the

county clerk is required to issue warrants on the county treasurer for the

amount of the fees payable to the registrars.

The co\anty also enters into the enforcement phase of this matter.
The state health department reports cases of violations of any provisions
of the act relating to registration to the st^.te's attorney who is to initiate
ajad follow up court proceedings against violators.

Since 1937 the county clerk has been required to keep a record of

applications for marriage licenses, together with certificates showing the

persons desiring to marry are free from venereal diseases.'*

1. L.1927 , p. 694.

2. L.1931 , p. 735,736.
3. L.1915 . p. 660-70.
4. L.1937 , p. 908-11.
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iVhen a marriage has been performed, the certificate of marriage

together with the license is returned to the county clerk, who is re-

quired to keep a register of marriages, showing the date, names of the

parties and name and title of the official performing the cermony.l

Public Assistance

Public assistance is adminstered through the services of the county

department of public welfare, the county home, the blind examiner, the

probation officers, the countj' clerk, and the county board.

The county department of public welfare is headed by a superintendent

appointed by the county board after approval by the State Department of

Public Welfare. 2 He assists the state department in the operation of wel-

fare plans and policies v/ithin the county and has charge of the administra-

tion of old age assistance. 3 In this latter regard the county department

acts merely as the agent of the state department, investigating applicants
and reporting results.

The county home is an establishment for the maintenance and care of

indigents. Its management and finances are provided by the county board.

4

Blind assistance is administered in the county through appropriations by

the county board together with state funds. An examiner of the blind, ap-

pointed by the county board, examines all applicants referred to him by the
county clerk. 5 The county court has jurisdiction in the administration of

the mothers' pension fund. A probation officer, an appointee of the court

for this purpose, investigates and visits cases of indigent mothers who are

entitled to benefit.

6

Coordination of Functions

From the foregoing discussion of functions of the county government

it is apparent that the county plays a dual role, that of a body politic
and that of an agent of the state. In its first capacity the county,
through is officials, is capable of suing and being sued, purchasing,
holding, and selling property, making contracts, and raising revenue for
its proper operation. As a state agent it fits into a state-wide program

1. R.S.1874 , p. 696.

2. L.1957 , p. 451,452.
3. L. 1935-36 , First Sp. Sess., p. 54-61,72; L.1937 , p. 265-70,452.
4. L.1935 , p. 1057.
5. L.1905 , p. 138; L.1915 , p. 256,257; L.1955 , p. 264,265.
6. L.1913 , p. 127-3T57T7T915, p. 243-457~l7T?21 ^, p. 162-64; L.1935 ,

p. 256,259.
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on various matters of public concern, acting under the supervision and
control of the state and coordinating the activities of subcounty agencies
and officials.

Coordination of county activities is effected chiefly through the
county clerk. An illustration of this is the part this official t>lays in
the election proced\ire. Ke notifies the judges and clerks of elections
of their appointment, supplies them with blanks and poll books, receives
copies of registers of voters, issues notices of election, receives and
preserves returns, canvasses votes vith the assistance of two justices
of the peace and retains the abstracts, transmits copies of election re-
turns and abstracts of votes to the Secretary of State, and issues certi-
ficates of election.

Records System

County records in the State of Illinois have suffered from the lack
of an adequate program of legislation desif^ned to secure uniformity in
recordation and to insure the proper care of those documents •v^ich have
pemianent value, Kovfever, from the inception of statehood, some effort
has been made to coordinate the records system of the several counties
and to preserve their archives.

In attempting to establish state-wide uniformity among counties, the

General Assembly has at times provided detailed descriptions of required
records and in many instances has supplied the very forms to be used,

Lawfl relating to the duties and powers of county officers usually contained

some such provisions. Thus, in 1819, the recorder of the county was or-

dered to supply "parchment or good large books, of royal or other large

paper, well bound and covered" wherein to record all deeds and conveyances

brought to him for that purpose. He was also to keep a fair book in vriiich

to enter every deed or writing to be recorded, noting the date, the par-

ties, and the place where the lands were situated, such entries to be

made according to priority of time.-*- In 1833 he was required to keep an

alphabetical index to each book,^ and by 1874 the General Assembly had

prescribed a complete list of books to be kept in the office of the record-

er, with a description of the contents of each, which list has been con-

tinued, substantially xmchanged, to the present.

In like manner, legislation was enacted prescribing records to be
kept by the county clerk and his predecessors, acting in their several

1. L.1819 , p. 18,20.
2. R.L.1833 , p. 511.

3. R.S.1«74, p. 834.
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capacities, 1 the cleric of the circuit court, 2 the judged and Ju8tice4
of the probate court, the coroner, 5 the covuity superintendent of schools,^
the cormty surveyor,? and the county treasiirer.S

Description of records and forms to be used are frequently foTind in

legislation pertaining to the holding of elections, 9 assessments and the

collection of revenue, 10 the organization and maintenance of cozmnon schools,

H

the registration of marriages, 12 and the recording of vital statistics. ^3

IThile there has been enacted much legislation prescribing the kind
of records to be kept, only a few laws deal with the safeguarding and

preservation of county archives. In 1819 the General Assembly directed
the clerks of the circuit and county coramissioners' courts to provide

"a safe press or presses with locks and keys for the safe-keeping of the

archives of their offices. "^'^ In 1843 the county commissioners' courts
were authorized, and required uriienever the finances of the county would
justify the expenditure, to erect a fireproof recorder's office at the

county seat, or if the commissioners were of the opinion that any unappro-
priated room in their courthouses co\ild be made fireproof, to make it so

and house the office and records of the recorder there. At the discretion
of the county commissioners' court, the provisions of this act might be
deemed to apply to the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county
commissioners' courts. 15 Similar in content but slightly different in

1. L.1849 . p. 66,203; L.1859 . p. 92,94; L.1865 . p. 93; R.S.1874 . p. 261-65,

332; L.1933 . p. 293-95.
2. R.L.1833 . p. 152; R.S.1845 , p. 147; L.1847 , p. 70; L.1849 , p. 9;

L.1865 . p. 93; R.S.1874 . p. 262,263; L.1935. p. 293,294.

3. R.L.1829 , p. 231.
4. R.S.1845 . p. 427,428.
5. R.L.1833 . p. 574; L.1869 . p. 104,105; R.S.1874 . p. 283.

6. L.1849 . p. 155,156; L.1865 , p. 120; L.1909 , p. 346,348,349.
7. R.L.1829

, p. 173; R.S.1845 , p. 524.

8. R.S.1845 , p. 138; R.S.1874 . p. 323,324.
9. L.1819 . p. 92,94; R.L.1827 . p. 291,292; R.L.1829 . p. 59,60; L.1845 ,

p. 41,42; L.1849 , p. 73,74; L.1865 , p. 54,55; L. 1871-72 , p. 386-89,

391; L.1885 , p. 143,148,173,176; L.1937 , p. 522-29,531-48.

10. R.L.1827 . p. 329-33; L. 1838-39 , p. 4,5,7,8,12,13,17; L.1845 . p. 6-9,

12.14,15; L.1849 , p. 37.38.124-26; L.1851 . p. 53,55,56; L.1853 , p. 17,

24,50,55,77,78,111.112; L.1871-72 . p. 19.23,32.48,49.54.
11. L.1325 . p. 127; R.L.1835 . p. 363; L.1841 . p. 263,270-72; L.1845 . p. 53,

54,65-68; L.1847 , p. 121-23.142-44; R.S.1874 . p. 950,957.958,964.

12. L.1819 , p. 27; R.L.1827 . p. 288,289; R.S.1374 . p. 694,695.

13. L. 1843-43 . p. 210-12; L.1877 . p. 209; L.1901 , p. 301-4; L.1903 , p. 315-18;

L.1915 . p. 666.667.
14. L.1819 . p. 332.

15. L. 1842-43 . p. 210.
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GoTernmental Orgr-jiization

and Records System

wording is a later enactment in ^vhich the county commissioners' courts

were authorized to "erect, build, and provide permanent fireproof rooms,

houses or vaults, for the purpose of placing therein and preserving from

Injury, dajnage, loss, or destruction "by fire, the records and documents

of their respective counties."^ The preservation of county archives has

>een greatly aided by an act to provide for the copying of old, worn-out,

records, and by a law authorizing the transfer of county records having

historic value to the Illinois State Historical Library, the Archives

Division of the Illinois State Library, or to the State University Library

at Urbana.3 Provision is made in this act for the substitution of accurate

copies of th^se documents if such action be deemed necessary. In 1907 the

act wa.s amended to include among the institutions to which old records

might be sent, any historical society incorporatjd and located within a
partictilar county. Laws ha.ve also been enacted which provide for the

restoration of certain classes of records destroyed by fire or other means.-?

In 1935 *he General Assembly appropriated money for the construction of a

fireproof building at Springfield for the purpose of storing therein the

archives and records of the state. The erection of this structure, the

State Archives Building, has helped to make possible the inauguration of an

intelligent, farsighted program for the preservation of papers and documents

of historic value.

There are still serious omissions in legislation pertaining to

recordation. For instance, Illinois has no law prescribing the kinds of

inks to be used in keeping records. And, R.lthough laws have been enacted

authorizing the provision of fireproof accomodations for coiinty documents,

they are permissive rather than mandatory in chrracter.' Legislation en-

abling the destruction of worthless archives apparently is nonexistent
with the exception of laws relating to certain election papers.^ The

enactment of legislation which would remedy these defects in the laws and
continue the trend toward stfr.te-wide uniformity ajnong co\inties would re-

sult in an intelligent, economical records system for the State of Illinois.

1. L.lgU5 , p. U6.

2. L. 1871-72 , p. 6Ug,bU9,

3. L.1897 . p. 205; L.1939 . p. 693.
u. L.1907 . p. 375.
5. L. 1871-72 . p. 6U9.650,652.
6. L.1935 . p. 138; L.1939 . p. 693-

7. L.igU2-U3 , p. 210; L.I8U5 . p. U6.

8. L.I861 . p. 269; L. 1871-72 . p. 389; L.1885 . p. 1U6.193: L.1891 .

p. 118,119; L.1917 . p. i438,UU3.
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3. ROSTER OF COUNTY OFFICERS*
(Date after name of official refers to

date of comnission, unless otherwise stated)

County Commissioners* Court**
(The first county adninistrative body, from 1833 to 1849,

which consisted of tliree elected commissioners)

T, VT, Short, Isaac Fancher, Vfilliam Freeman, Septem.ber 1, 1834^

Vlilliam I. Kankins, Presley Fimkhouser, V/iHiam S. Clark,

January 21, 1833^ Isaac Slover, September 5, 1836^

James Turner, Presley Funkhouser, Isaac Slover,

April 18, 18332 Thomas Giilenwater(s),

Eli Cook, John Martin, September 3, ISSB^

This list was compiled from the follo\;ing sources
A, Secretary of State. Index Department, Election Returns.

Returns from County Clerk to Secretary of State, 1809-47, 78

volumes (l-78), third tier, bay Ij 1843--, 53 file drav/ers (2-64),

third tier, bay 2, State Archives Building, Springfield.
B, Secretary of State. Executive Department,

Certificates of Qixalifications, 1819— , 22 file drav/ors (1-22),
fourth tier, bay 5, State Archives Building, Springfield,

C, (l) Secretary of State, Executive Department Official Records.

List of Commissions Issued to County Officers, 1809-1918, 5 vol-

umes, fourth tier, bay 6, State Archives Building, Springfield.

(2) Secretary of State. Executive Department Official Records.
List of Commissions Issued to County Officers, 1869— , 4 volumes,

room 206, second floor. Secretary of State's Office, Executive

Department, State Capitol Building, Springfield.
Vfhere state records are incomplete or missing, data are secured from
county records; secondary sources are usod only when state and county
records are deficient or not available.

Date shown after commissioners' names indicate date of election, unless
otherwise stated. By a law passed in 1837, the tliree commissioners
elected at the biennial election in 1338 drew lots marked one, tv;-o, and

three years, to determine length of term. Thereafter, until 1849, one

commissioner v/as to bo regularly elected each year to serve a throe-year
term. For length of term of other county board officers, soc County
Board; for length of term of all other officers, see individual office
essays,

(Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. l),
serving v/ith Short and Hankins (ibid., p. 5),
(ibid., p, 12).
(ibid., p. 60),

. Slover drev; the one-year, Funkhouser the
two-year, and Gillenwater(s) the three-year terms (ibid., p. lOl),

1.
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Roster of County Officers

County Commissioners' Court (cont.)

Daniel Parkhurst,
September 2, 13391

John Martin,
September 7, 18402

S. B. Parks,
September S, 18-il3

N. E. Tarrant,
December 18414

James Devore,
August 1, 18i2 (elected)

Thomas J. Gillenv/ater(s)

,

Au£;ust 7, 18i3 (elected)

Isaac Slover,
September 2,

N. e/ Tarrant,
September 1,

Charles Kellim,
December 1,

Thomas Doute,
September 1

,

Isaac Slovsr,
September 6,

Gideon Lowder,
September 4,

18445

13456

18457

18468

18479

184810

County Court
(From. 1849 until institution of tovmship form of

government in I80I, county business v/as administered by
county judge and tv;o associate justices acting as county board)

William I, Kankins, county judge, John Broom,H Thomas J. Gillinwaters,12
December 1, 1849

N. E. Tarrant, John Broom,
associate justices,
November 6, 1849 (elected)

H. E. Tarrant, county judj^e,

James Devore, Sam H. Pull in,

associate justices,

December 17, 1S53

associate justices,
November 25, 1856

N. E. Tarrant, county judge,

H. H. Hules,13 t. J. Gillinwaters,
associate justices,
November 27, 1357

1. Presented certificate of election (Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 139),

2. Presented certificate of election (ibid., p. 191).

3. Presented certificate of election (ibid., p. 240).

4. Recorded as commissioner serving v.'ith L'artin and Parks (ibid., p. 248).
5. Took seat as commissioner (ibid., p. 317),

6. Took seat as co.ronissioner (ibid., p. 346).

7. Took seat as corj.-.issioner (ibid., p. 354).

8. Took seat as commissioner (ibid., p. 376).

9. Took seat as commissioner (ibid., p. 415)»
10. Took seat as comraissioner (ibid., p. 460).

11. Vice Fullin (ibid., p. 392),

12. County records do net show that Gillinwaters was associate justice
until he took oath of office December 7, 1857 (ibid., v, 3, p. 455).

13. Recorded as Euels, December 18, 1857 (ibid., p. 459), and thereafter.
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Roster of County Officers

County Board of Supervisors

The several township supervisors, one elected from each township,
together with any additional and assistant supervisors elected upon pro-
portional representation, make up the membership of the county board of
supervisors. Because these supervisors, severally, are township offi-
cials, and only as a group constitute the co^unty hoard, they are not com-
missioned by the state as county officers, and no data concerning them,

from T^ich a list could be compiled, are kept by the state. For the same
reason, county records, too, are inadequate for the compilation of a com-
plete and accurate list of supervisors. Therefore, due to these and
other limitations, only those members mentioned in county records in con-
nection with the first recorded meeting of the first board of supervisors
are included in this roster.

At the November 6, 1660 election, towiship organization was approved
by a majority of all the votes cast, and on December 2, 1860, the county
court appointed Robert K. McCann, John F. Waschefort, and Isaac L, Leith
commissioners to divide the county into townships.^ No copy of their re-
port has been found but on April 22, 1861, the board of supervisors met,
in a special meeting, for the first time. Supervisors present and town-
ship each represented were as follows.^

Supervisor
William Gillmore,
William D. Moore,'

Ashley Tipsword,
David Leith,
Thos. D. Tennery (Teneny),
Jethro Kerrold,
Uriah C. Webb,
Calvin S^immerman (Zimmerman),
John Monday,
John F. Kroeger,
William D. Lake,
James Beard,
John J. Warman,
David Leith was elected chairman for

Township
West
kiound

Moccasin
Mason
Liberty
Jackson
Summit
Union
Watson
Douglas
Lucas
Bishop
St. Francis
the ensuing year.

The town of Sffingham was not a township but by provision of law the
president of the board of trustees was to be, ex*officio, a member of the
board of supervisors. County board records of December 9, 1861, state:
"Now this day comes J. J. Funkhouser and claims his seat as a member of
the board. Ordered that said John Funkhouser is hereby declared to be a
member with all the rights and Priveleges given him by an act incorporating
the town of Effingham. "3

1. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 106,
2. Ibid., p. 139.
3. Priv.L.1861 . sec. 5, p. 602; Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 169.
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County Judges

William I, Hankins,
December 1, 1849

N. E. Tarrant,
December 17, 1853,
November 27, 1857

John Broom,
November 14, 1861

Samuel B» Parks,

November 17, 1865

Jonathan Hooks,
November 11, 1869

Joseph B« Jones,
November 14, 1873,
December 1, 1877

Sylvester F, Gilmore,
December 1, 1882,

December 6, 1886,

November 29, 1890

William B, Wright,
December 3, 1894

David L. Wright,
November 25, 1898,
November 24, 1902

Michael O'Donnell,
November 22, 1906

Barney Overbeck,
November 21, 1910,
December 1, 1914
November 18, 1918'

November 17, 1922

Harold G. Taylor,

November 10, 1926,

November 26, 1930

Ray Stroud,
November 27, 1934

M. C» McCallen^

Judges of Probate and Probate Justices of the Peace
(in 1837 the judge of probate was succeeded by the

probate justice of the peace; in 1849 the probate justice was
succeeded by the county judge as ex-officio judge of the probate court)

Joseph H • Gillispi (Gillespie),
March 16» 1833

William I» Kankins,
September 22, 1835,
December 21, 1835

Thomas McFay,
March 29, 1838,
August 21, 1839

Daniel Parkhurst,
August 18, 1840

Presley Funkhouser,
December 22, 1841,
August 29, 1843

Elisha D» Parkhurst,
August 16, 1844,
August 25, 1847

County Clerks

(clerks of the county commissioners' court, county court,

and county board of supervisors)

Joseph H • Gillespie,
January 20, 1833^

W» I,, Hankins,

June 1, 1835^

1, Official List of State and County Officers, July 1, 1939 , compiled by
Edward J, Hughes, Secretary of State, p, 16, Hereinafter referred to

as Official List of County Officers, July 1, 1939 .

2, Appointed clerk pro tem (Commissioners' Record, v. A, p, l),

3, Appointed (ibid,, p, 44),
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County Clerks (cont.)
Silas Barnes,

December 10, 1836,

^

September 5, 18372
William I. Haokins,

September 6, 18373
Newton I. Tarrant (vice Hankins, resigned),

December 3, 1838^
Thomas M. Ley,

September 2, 18395
Williaa I. Hankins (vice Loy, resigned),

A\igust 8, 1842^
Abrajn B. Kagey (Abraham Kagy),'

Avigust 7, 1843 (elected)
Daniel Rinehart,

September 6, 1847,8
December 1, 1849

Thomas M. Loy,
December 17, 1853

Daniel Rinehart,
November 27, 1857,
January 6, 1862,
November 17, 1865

Joseph W, Filler,
November 11, 1869,
November 14, 1873,
December 1, 1877

James L. Gilmore,
December 1, 1882

John Le Crone,
December 6, 1885,
November 28, 1890

John H. Martin,
December 3, 1894,
November 25, 1898,
November 24, 1902

Calvin C. Loy,

November 23, 1906,
November 29, 1910

John A* C raver,
December 1, 1914,
November 25, 1918,
November 24, 1922

Clem Kroeger,
November 22, 1926,
November 26, 1930

Clarence Stockman,
November 30, 1934

M. C. WeidmanS

Recorders
(In 1849 the circuit clerk became ex-officio recorder)

John C. Sprigg,
March 12, 1833

William I. Hankins,
August 15, 1835,
August 21, 1839

Wilkerson Leath,

August 22, 1843,
August 25, 1847

1. Appointed clerk pro tem (Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 63).
2. Took oath as elected clerk (ibid., p. 77).
3. Filed bond (ibid., p, 81).
4. Appointed (ibid., p. 116).
5. Filed bond (ibid., p. 139).
6. Appointed (ibid., p. 268).
7. County records show Abraham Kagy took oath September 4, 1843 (ibid.,

p. 288).
8. Filed bond (ibid., p. 416).
9. Official List of County Officers, July 1, 1939 , p. 16.
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Circuit Court Clerks
(Prior to 1348, circuit clerks appointed by circuit judges)

Jolm S. Kelly,
September 4, 1848 (elected),
Kovcnbcr 23, 1852,
ITovonbor 14, 1856

John Trapp,

Uovcnber 15, 1860
Jaaos C. Brady,

ITovcmbcr 18, 1864
John J, Vforman,

ITovcmbcr 17, 1868

^Villiam C. Socronc,
Ivovcmber 18, 1872,

ITovombor 27, 1876
William W, Simpson,

December 1, 1880
Thomas C. Wade,

ITovcmbcr 22, 1884
Jesse L, Gilmorc,

December 3, 1888

Henry Hubrich,
November 23, 1892,

December 7, 1895,

November 30, 1900
Joseph G. Habing,

November 21, 1904
November 23, 1908,

November 20, 1912
Henry Alt,

December 1, 1916

Clarence M. Phillips,
November 17, 19*20

Henry Alt,

November 17, 1924,

November 27, 1928,

December 3, 1952
Fred H. Hardick,-^

November 30, 1935

Sheriffs
(Sx-officio collector to 1839 and from 1844 to 1861)

Henry P. Bailey,

Janv^xv 16, 1833
John Trapp,

September 10, 1834
Williaci Freeman,

August 27, 1836
John Trapp

August 27, 1833
Tliomas J, Rentfrow,

August 18, 1840,

August 1, 1842 (elected),
iTovomber 25, 1842,
September 9, 1844

Sajiiuel B, Parks,
August 27, 1846,

September 25, 1848
Tliomas J, Rentfrov,

November 20, 1850

Samuel B. Parks,
November 23, 1852

John G. Gaoble,
November 27, 1854

Orill (Orvill) L. Kelly,
November 13, 1856

Samuel Winter,
November 20, 1853

Orvill L. Kelly
November 15, 1360

William Gillmore,
November 18, 1862

Isaac B. Humes,

November 18, 1854
William Gillmore,

November 13, 1865
Hiram Mayfield,

November 17, 1868

1, The naae of the circuit clerk is spelled Fred. H, Hardiek in (Official

List of County Officers, July 1, 1959 , p. 16).
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a>eriffs (cont.)

William GiHmore,
November 18, 1870

William C. Baty,

November 18, 1872,

Novem'ber 19, 1874
Thomas Dobbs,

November 7, 1876,

December 2, 1878

A. H. Kelly,
December 1, 1882

Barney Overbeck,
December 6, 1886

James E« Tedrick,
November 26, 1890

Joseph Rickclman,
November 30, 1894

Isaiah Doty,
November 25, 1898

Joseph Rickelman,
November 24, 1902

Martin Jokle,
November 22, 1906

Matt Tabor,
November 29, 1910

Martin Jokle,
December 1, 1914

J. D. Marshall,
November 25, 1918

Matt Taber (Tabor),
November 20, 1922

J. D. Marshall,
November 22, 1926

John J. Boos,
November 26, 1930

Mark K. Ervin,
November 30, 1934

Thos. A. McDevitt^

Coroners

Isaac Pierman,
January 28, 1833

Hiokman Lankford,
April 2. 1834.

Soptombcr 21, 1834
Jonathan Parkhurst,

August 27, 1836

P. Spalding.
August 18, 1840

Clemins Fulling,
May 11, 1842

Jordon Sorrels,
September 14, 1842

John S. Mieck,
August 16, 1844

George W. Murphy,
August 27, 1846,

August 23, 1848
Hamilton L, Smith,

November 23, 1852
Charles Killem,

November 17, 1854

B.

W.

W, (J. Ashley,
November 13, 1856

Daniel H. Kagey,
November 20, 1858
B, Parkhurst,
November 15, 1860
J. A. Fisher,
November 18, 1862

Thomas G. Vandever,
November 18, 1864,
November 13, 1866

William Goodell,
November 17, 1868

Leo J. Willien,
November 18, 1870

John Kroeger,
November 18, 1872

Levi Rontfrow,
November 19, 1874

James C. Brsidy,

November 15, 1875

1. Official List of Covj\ty Officers, July 1. 1939 , p. 16.
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Coroners (cont.

)

W-lliam L, Goodell,
November 37, 1876

Gustavus A* Hoffaan,
December 2, 1878

John B. Groves,

December 18,

November 2,

P. ¥. Goodell,
December 1,

December 4,

Charles Ju Vandre,
December 3, 1888

George J, L. Hanmesser,
llovember 23, 1892

Jaznes R, Scott,

December 7, 1896,
November 30, 1900

Joseph B, Ewers,

November 21, 1904

1879,

1880 (elected)

1882,
1884

L. A. Brumleve,
November 22, 1906,
November 18, 1908

J. R. Scott,

March 11, 1912
H. A. Long,

November 21, 1912
Henry Tophorn,

December 4, 1916
George W. Givin,

November 17, 1920
H. E. Wachtel,

November 17, 1924
Dr. C. M. Doty,

November 21, 1928,
December 3, 1932,
November 30 » 1936

State's Attorneys
(^pointed by the Oeneral Assembly to 1849;

elected by circuit district electorate to 1872)

William H, Gilmoro,
November 29, 1872,
November 27, 1876

RufvLs C, Harrah,
December 1, 1880,
November 1884,
December 3, 1888,
November 23, 1892

Jacob Zimmerman,
December 7, 1896,
November 30, 1900,
November 21, 1904

Treasurers
(Ei-officio assessors to 1839 and 1844 to 1861;

supervisor of assessments 1898 to date; collector, 1861 to date)

Samuel Houston,
June 1, 1835^

John C, Gillenwater,
March 2, 1837^

Rufus C. Harrah
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Treasurers (cont.)

John Loy,

September 5, 1837.^
Septenber 3, 1839^

Janes Caxtwrlght,
Au^st 7, 1843 (elected)

Daniel Rinehart,
Decenber 2, 18443

James Levitt,
Septenber 7, 1847^

Richard McCramer,
Novenber 6, 1849 (elected)

William H. St. Clair,
November 4, 1851 (elected)

A* B. Kagey,
November 8, 1853 (elected),

November 6, 1855 " ,

November 27, 1857,
November 16, 1359

George W. Barcus,
November 5, 1861 (elected),

November 18, 1853
Jesse R. Surrels,

November 7, 1865 (elected),

November 5, 1867 " ,

November 11, 1869,

Novenber 25, 1871
Henry G. Hobing,

Novenber 14, 1873
Jesse R. Surrels,

November 15, 1875,

Decenber 1, 1877

Noah Jennings,
March 5, 1879

Bernard H. Wernsing,
Decenber 1, 1879,

Decenber 1, 1882
John H. Thoele,

December 6, 1886
Henry 3. Wernsing,

Novenber 28, 1890
Christian Alt,

Novenber 30, 1894
Henry W. Dust,

Novenber 25, 1898
John C. Rieraann,

Novenber 24, 1902
W. H. Jackson,

Novenber 22, 1906
John Shea,

Novenber 29, 1910

Seth Lee Janes,
December 1, 1914

Amos B. Mundy,
January 18, 1919

Ella Mae Mundy,
February 10, 1922

S* L. Jc?jnes,

January 13, 1923
Adolph Reutlinger,

December 21, 1926
John T. Thies,

December 15, 1930

Wm. G. Pruener,
December 17, 1934

John T. Thies^

Superintendents of Schools
(School commissioners to 1865)

John Fvmkhouser,
March 22, 1837,6

December 5, 1837, "^

November 19, 18388

Charles Adana
(vice Funlchnuser, resigned),
Decenber 9, 1840^

1. Filed bond (Conmissionors' Record, v. A, p. 78).
2. Filed bond (ibid., p. 146).
3. Filed bond (ibid., p. 323).
4. Filed bond (ibid., p. 420).
5. Official List of County Officors, July 1, 1939 , p. 16.

6. Appointed (Coronissioners' Record, v. A, p. 73).
7. Filed bond (ibid., p. 82).
8. Filed bond (ibid., p. 114).
9. Appointed (ibid., p. 209).
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Suoerintendents of Schools (oont.)

ibrahan Howard (vice Mams),
JsDTil 10, 1841^

Richard J. Hill,

Sep tenter 6, 1841^

John W, Woods (vice Hill, deceased),

4)ril 25, 18423

Jolm 0, Scott,

Jime 7, 1842,4

August 7, 1843 (elected)

Chaxles F. Falley,

Septem'ber 1, 18455

Charles Kellim,
September 7, 1847&

JaJies Devore,

Novenher 6, 1849 (elected)
John 0. Scott,

Novenoer 4, 1851 (elected)

J, M, Brown,
December 17, 1853

J. B, Carpenter,
Kovenber 5, 1855 (elected),
llovember 27, 1857

Robinson M, Caim,
Noveaber 15, 1859

Calvin B. Kitchell,
IToveaber 5, 1861 (elected)

\ailiasi a. N. Fisher,
ITovenber 18, 1863,
November 7, 1865 (elected)

Sylvester F. Gilmoro,
November 11, 1869

Owen Scott,
November 14, 1873,

December 1, 1877

Jonatha A. Arnold,

December 17, 1881,
December 1, 1882,
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Surveyors (cent,)

Thomas M» Ley,
August 22, 1843,
August 25, 1847

George Wright,
December 1, 1849,
November 13, 1851

R, A, Howard,
December 17, 1853,
November 21, 1855,
November 27, 1857

Janes II, Anderson,
November 16, 1859

Alexander S, Lloffitt,

November 5, 1861,
November 18, 1863,
November 7, 1865

C, A, Van Allen,
December 6, 1867

Calvin Mitchell,
November 11, 1869,
November 25, 1871

Alexander S, lioffitt,

November 15, 1875
A, Van Allen,

December 1, 1879

C, E, Mitchell,
December 1, 1882,
November 4, 1884

Alexander S, Koffitt,
December 15, 1887,
December 3, 1888

Claudius E, Mitchell,
December 6, 1890

Joseph B • Jones,
November 23, 1892,
December 7, 1896,
November 30, 1900

George T, Austin,
November 21, 1904,
November 3, 1908 (elected),
November 5, 1912 "

William H. Sidors»
NoTembor 7, 1916 (elected)

Oscar Flueggo,
November 2, 1920 (elected)

Vailian H. Sidera,
Novembe? ^, 1924 (elected),
November 6, 1928 ' " ,

November 8, 1932
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h. HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

After its organization in 1833. Effingham County had four court-

houses within a period of approximately forty years. Two structures

were built in Ewington, the county's first seat of Justice, and two at

Effingham, the present county seat. The last of these courthouses,

huilt in Effingham in I87I, is still in use today.

The first courthouse - located in Ewington,-^ which in 1835 was a
"booming town "but is now just another among hundreds of Illinois "ghost

towns" - was accepted by the county May 20 of that year. 2 The records

give little information concerning the erection of this building beyond
brief mention at infrequent intervals. Nor do the records explain the

fact that thovigh the courthouse was formally accepted early in 1835. "the

first meeting recorded as having been held in the building occurred De-
cember lU, I838. 3

The story of this courthouse as reconstructed from occasional mem-
tion of it in the county board records, is necessarily sketchy. William
I. Hankins and James Cartwright received $200 in coionty orders on March

5f I83U, in part payment for work done on the courthouse. '^ There is no

previous mention of the county board having awarded aJiy contracts. Nine

months later, on December 2, Hankins and Cartwright surrendered to the

county the lumber intended for the courthouse and were therefore "re-

leased from a certain obligation" entered into on the fourteenth day of

December, 1833. concerning the courthouse.

5

After Hankins and Cartwright had been released from their contract,

the county board ordered the clerk to advertise the letting of the con-

tract, and instructed the sheriff to make the award on January 1, 1835.

to the lowest bidder. 6 Details of the actual letting of the contract

are not entered upon the county board records, but on March 5. 1^35 . is

recorded that James Cartwright and T. W. Short furnished bond for $1,177,
with William I. Hankins and Miner Winn as sureties. 7 On May 20, the

1. A full account of the selection of Ewington as the county seat may
be found in the Historical Sketch, p. ^,

2. County Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. U3.

3. Ibid., p. 120.
U. Ibid., p. 29.

5. Ibid. , p. 36.

6. Ibid.

7. Ibid., p. Ul.
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board accepted the building from the builders, paying $580,97 l/2 in coun-
ty orders to them for their Work,-'- The building vras not completely fur-
nished hov/ever, for almost three years later, on January 27, 1838,
Vfilliajn I. Hanlcins was awarded a contract to finish it at a cost of §110«2
Tine for completing the vrork was set for June 5, but later the date vre.s

extended to the first Monday in September and again, to the first Monday
of October.3 Tftiile the courthouse v/as being constructed, several terms
of court v^ore held in the houses of John ^, Sprigg and Vliiiiam LlcConnell;^
other meetings convened in the homes of the county clerks.

rvTo years after this first courthouse had beon completely finished,
the county board decided on December 9, 1840, to erect a novr one of brick,
to bo 40 foot square,^ The proposal of Stern C, Wright to build a court-
house for $1,550 vr&s accepted February 1, 1841; ho wus to furnish bond on
or before the tlaroh term of the county commissioners* court ."^ But on
Iferch 2, now bids were called for." At a special term hold June 15, a
contract for $6,000 vms av/arded to Edward Colo and John Smith.^ One
thousand dollars was added to the cost of construction six months later
when Cole was allowed this sum for building a cupola, not included in the
contract .10 Jhe finished courthouse v.'as accepted by the county authori-
ties on liferch 8, 1844.-^^ There vrere offices for the county clerk, circuit
clerk, the sheriff, and the probate justice of the peace. 1'' After larch
7, 1850, the coujity clerk shared his office with the county treasurer and
the circuit clerk with the juries .^^ This courthouse remained essentially
as built until 1860 when the county seat ivas rem.oved to Effingham.^^ Less
than $1,500 was required for its upkeep and repair during its seventeen
years of service to the county.^^

1« County Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 45«
2. Ibid., p. 87.
3. Ibid., p. 99,109.
4. Ibid., p. 29,33,
5. Ibid., p. 55,67,80,83,93,114.
6. Ibid., p. 210.
7. Ibid., p. 215,216.
8. Ibid., p. 226.
9. Ibid., p. 234.

10. Ibid., p. 305,306.
11. Ibid., p. 30S.
12. Ibid,, p. 321,
13. Ibid., V. B, p. 15.
14. The full treatment 6f the removal of the county seat from Evdngton to

Effingham is contained in the Historical Sketch, p. 13,19,
15. County Commissioners' Record, v. A, p. 505; v. B, n, 61,113,128,424,

432,442.
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As a result of an election held on the first Monday in September,

1859, in accordance with an. act of the legislature, to relocate the

county seat of Effingham County, the county board on April 15, 1850l or-
dered the removal of the county seat to Effingham. A block of land was
offered and conveyed at no cost to the county b;;' Samuel W. Little and
David B, Alexander as a site for the new courthouse. Samuel W. Little,

John J. Funkhouser, John M. Mette, George M. Scoles, William B. Cooper,
aind George Wright were authorized to erect the courthouse free of ex-

pense to the county in accordance with the specifications of their bonds.

Thej' were to proceed with btiilding should the block of land be accepted,

2

On December 12, 1850, Effingham was formally declared the county
seat and the county offices and records were ordered removed from
Ewington to Effingham."^ The courthouse was received by the covinty board
on the same day, and the first meeting of the board was held there Decem-
ber 15. "^ The cost of removing the records and fiirniture to the nev/

courthouse from Ewington amounted to $55.^ The new courthouse, the third
in the county auid the first in the city of Effingham, was a two-story
brick edifice, 40 feet wide, 44 feet long, and 24 feet hi^, with a

graduated cupola rising 27 feet above the roof«° The Ewington courthouse
was offered tentatively, March 5, 1851, to the Seminary Association when
it would be legally organized. ? A year later, to conform with a county
board order, the building was tendered as a poorhouse to persons contract-
ing to care for paupers.

^

By 1869, the courthouse at Effingham was judged to be in an unsafe
condition. On March 11, of that year, the board ordered repairs on the

building which the graiid jury had reported as unsafe for the purpose being
used, 9 But before anything could be done to remedy the situation a fire

biMke ont on the norning of March 17, 1859, completely razing the court-
house. •''^

Taking immediate action to provide quarters for county offices and
the salvaged records, the county board on March 20, leased a brick house

1. County Commissioners' Record, v. C, p, 43,44; L.1859
, p. 43,

approved February 13; Circuit Court Record, v. B, p. 522.

2. County Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 44; Deed Record, v. L,

p. 744,745; Circuit Court Record, v. B, p, 522.
3. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 93,94.
4. Ibid.

5. Ibid., p. 99,102,112.
6. Circuit Court Record, v. B, p. 522-26.
7. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 125,125.
8. Ibid., p. 219,244,311,317,318.
9. Ibid., V. D, p. 198.

10. Ibid., p, 199,
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for the use of the county and circuit court clerks, and the sheriff from

T. J. Gillenwater for six months at $30 per month with the provision that

the lease could be extended for as lonp a period of time as the county

desired. '

Plans for the construction of a new courthouse were discussed by the

board at various meetings without anything definite being done. 2 Finally,

on April 13, 1870, a committee of supervisors was appointed by the board

to inspect the Douglas County courthouse.^ This body reported on the fol-

lowing day. 4 On April 15, the plans submitted by the architect, vYilliam

Brown of St. Louis, were adopted by the board. ° At the same time, a com-

mittee was chosen and instructed to modify the interior plans, to adver-

tise for bids, and to receive proposals in readiness for the next meeting

when the proposals would be opened and the contract for the construction

let.

6

The proposals were opened May 23, and the contract awarded to Vu E.

Grey (also spelled Gray in board records) for $28,208.'^ This amount was

increased by $1,385 when stone arches over the windows and quoins were

added to the specifications.^

To finance the cost of erecting the building, a committee, consist-

ing of B. F. Kagay, J. R. Leith, and H. P. Sim.onton, was appointed to

nep;otiate the sale of an issue of $32,000 in county orders in denomina-

tions of $100, $300, and $500, bearing ten percent interest. As soon as

the procedure could be legally done these orders were to be converted into

interest bearing bonds, payable one third in two years, one third in four

years, and the balance in six years or sooner at the option of the board."

In addition to the above-mentioned financing, the sum of $4,000 was con-

tributed by the city of Effingham. 10

'jVhen work on the new courthouse was begun cannot be ascertained

from county board records, but by June 16, 1870, construction was under

1. Commissioners' Record, v, D, p. 200.

2. Ibid., p. 248,250,251,261,271,291,292.
3. Ibid., p. 295,297,298.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid., p. 301.
6. Ibid., p. 302.
7. Ibid., p. 303.
8. Ibid., p. 307.
9. Ibid., p. 308.

10. Ibid., p. 298,299,301. An additional appropriation of $5,875 was made

by the county board December 16, 1870, tov;ard the completion of the

courthouse (ibid., p. 350).
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way as on that day the "board adopted a resolution to invite Sffingham

Lodge No. 149 of the A. F, and A. K. with other lodges in the county to

perform the ceremony of laying the cornerstone on July 15, and to extend

an invitation to the people of the covmty to be in attendance. •' 3y the

middle of December the building committee was able to report to the board

the awarding of the contracts for frescoing for $300, for furnaces for

$845, and office fixtures for $1,200.^ Construction work was finished

early in 1871, and after ain inspection by the members of the county board
February 15, the building committee was authorized two days later to re-

ceive the courthouse in the name of the county.*^

The actual cost of construction was $33,226.20. Fixtures for

$3,279.60 and miscellaneous items not properly belonging to courthouse

construction amounting to $1,436.70, raised the total to $37, 942. 50.

^

This courthouse, still in use at present, is a two-story brick

building crowned by a mansard roof with a basement and an attic. In its

dimensions it is 44 feet high, 70 feet wide and 82 feet in length. Rising

above the roof is a large square clock tower. Quoins at the corners of

the building, and stone arches over the windows pleasingly break up the

flatness of the walls. There are porches with slender pillars at the two

entrances on the north and south. The south entrance is the main one.

Considering its many years of continuous use, the Effingham Go-on ty

courthouse has never been a burden to the taxpayers. No unusually large

amounts have ever been spent on its maintenance. In 1879 it was painted

at a cost of $220.00 and the treasurer's office decorated for $71.15. A

new roof was erected in 1885 for $433.05, and some painting ^done for

$165.00.5 Plumbing repairs in 1900 cost the county $528.95,° a steam

heating plant was installed for $1,813.83 in 1908; and painting and decor-

ating in 1910 cost $894.60."^ In 1935, the county board appropriated

$3,000.00 as its share of the Federal !7orks Progress Administration project

which painted the courthouse inside and out, installed lavatories, relaid

floors with oak flooring, equipped the treasurer's office with fixtures,

remodeled stairways, plastered walls, and laid cement floors in the base-

ment. 8

The arrangement of offices and vaults talce advantage of everything

that enhances the value of the building for governmental use from the

1. Commissioners' Record, v. D, p. 321.

2. Ibid.
, p. 346.

3. Ibid.
, p. 354.

4. Ibid.
, p. 388.

5. Supervisors' Record, v. S, p. 213,233,433.

6. Ibid. , V. F, p. 509,

7. Ibid., V. G, p. 299,368,371.
8. Ibid., V. J, p. 392,437.
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standpoint of utility, easy accessibility, and efficient employment of al-
lowable space. (For detailed floor plans of courthouse, axid arrangement
of offices, see pages 77-80.)

Besides the offices and depositories listed as being in the court-
house, there are also: the Effingham County Jail, 110 East Washington
Street, where records are stored in the office on the first floor; the
old age assistance office on the second floor of the Jansen Building,
109 West Jefferson Street; the covmty home, at Douglas v/here records are
stored in the office of the superintendent; and the office of the proba-
tion officer, which is located in his home in Uason, Illinois.

Only the most recent records are kept in the various offices where
they are easily accessible. Thus, there are 518 vol^aines in the various
offices, and 3,857 in the vaults and attic storeroom. This makes the dis-
tribution about fifteen percent in the offices and eighty-five in the
vaults amd storeroom. The division of files and miscellaneous records
between the offices and vaults is in about the same proportion. (For al-
location of records in the depositories according to offices, as well as
percentages of records stored therein, see charts on pages 73, 74; for
detailed information on the individual depositories, with a desci-iption
of facilities for the housing of records, see charts on pages 75, 75.)

Provisions for careful maintenance of records with a view toward
their best preservation have been always carried out. There apparent-
ly has been no serious losses among the records. When fire destroyed
the courthouse in Effingham March 17, 1869, there was great fear that
many records, especially those of the circuit clerk, had been destroyed
by fire. Indeed, the county board on March 26, 1869, instructed J. P. M.
Howard to go to Springfield and request the legislature for sm appropria-
tion not exceeding $2,000 for restoration of the records which were be-
lieved destroyed by the fire. The records do not reveal vrfiether this
appropriation "was ever granted. As a matter of fact, an entry in the
county board record dated September 17, 1369, shov/s that J. J. Worraan

was allowed $125 for "putting in the file and adjusting papers belonging
to the circuit court ...; and D. Rinehart allowed $75 for adjusting
papers belonging to the probate and county courts, being scattered and
misplaced by handling at the time of the bvirning of the courthouse. "2

This would indicate that there was no serious loss of records at the time.

The records of the various county offices are in good condition.
Though each official is custodian of his own records, binding and repair
of record voltimes is under the direct supervision of the county board.
The system of indexing and filing in Effingham County follows practices
generally ado.pted in other counties in Illinois.

1. Commissioners' Record, v. C, p. 202,203.
2. Ibid., p. 245.
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(First entry, p. 93)

5. ABBREVIATIONS, SYIBOLS, AND EXPLAl^TORY NOTES.

alph... alphabetical (ly)

app, appendix

c^rr, arrarigod, arrangement

Art Article

assr, assessor

atty . attornoy

aud, auditor

bd , board

bdl

.

bundle ( s )

bldg, building

bsmt . basement

cf , confer , compare

ch. chapter (s)

chron, chronological (ly)

cir, circuit

elk clerk

CO county

coll. collector

cont. continued

cor coroner

ct. court

dept. department

Q(i, edited, edition

f.b. file box(es)

f,d file drawer(s)

f., ff, a-nd following (page, pages)

fl, floor

fm. ."..'.'.!'..'.'...'. form

ft. fee*

gen. general

hdgs. headings

Yid-,^,
handwritten

hwys. highvfays

ibid, ibidem (in the same place)

i^e i^ ®st (that is)

111! .'..... Illinois Reports (Supreme Court)

111! App'.*'.'.'.'.!!'.'.'.'.'.'."."..'.
Illinois Appellate Court (Reports,

111. S.A.
' Illinois Statutes Annotated

in inch(es)

L Laws (of Illinois)

mi .

". ".'.".'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'." mils ( s

)

^^ footnote(s)

no {s), .'..'.'.. number (s)

jj^-yy^ ;, Northwestern Reporter

off! .'.".'.'.'.'.'..'.'..'..'.'.'..
.

."

office

p. p!^eG(s)
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Abbreviations, Symbols,
and Explanatory Notes

pr. printed
Priv. L Private Lavs (of Illinois)
pro. probate
rec recorder
R.L. Revised Laws (of Illinois)
rm. room
H.S. Revised Statutes (of Illinois)
sch. . school (s)

sec. section(s)
sep. separate
Sess Session
sh sheriff
Sp Special
strm. storeroom
supt superintendent
Burv survey© r
treas treasurer
twp(s) township (s)

U.S.R.S. United States Revised Statutes
U.S.S.L. United States Statutes at Large
V. volume (s)

vet veterinarian
vice in place of
vlt. vault
— current

1. Despite inaccuracies in spelling and punctuation, titles of rec-
ords are shown in the inventory proper exactly as on volumes and file
boxes. The current or most recent title is used as the title of the entry.

2. Explanatory additions to inadequate titles and corrections of
erroneous titles are enclosed in parentheses and have initial capitals,

3. In the absence of titles, supplied titles are capitalized and
enclosed in parentheses.

4. In the title set-up, letters or numbers in parentheses indicate
the exact labeling on volumes or file boxes. If the volume or file
boxes are unlabeled, no labeling is indicated.

5. Title line cross references are used to complete series for rec-
ords kept separately for a period of time, and in other records for dif-
ferent periods of time, as in entry 1, "1839-1914 in (County Clerk's Mis-
cellaneous Files), entry 85." They are also used in all artificial entries -

records which must be shown separately under their own proper office or
section heading even though they are kept in files or records appearing else-
where in the inventory, as in entry 69, "In Marks, Brands and Sstrays, entry
70." In both instances, the description of the master entry shows the title
and entry number of the record from which the cross reference is made, as
in entry 85, "Also contains Supervisors' Proceedings, 1839-1914, entry 1."
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Dates shown in the description of the master entry are only for the part
or parts of the record contained therein, and are shovm only vjhen they
vary from those of the master entry,

6. Separate third paragraph cross references from entry to entry,

and "see also" references under subject headings, are used to show prior,
subsequent, or relatea records v/hich are net part of the sane series.

7, iVhere no e:vplanation of the bc^jinning or for the discontinuance
of a record is givi=n, and v^-here no cross reference appears, the informa-
tion explaining such beginning or discontinuance could not be ascertained!

8. Unless the Index is self-contained, an entry for the index im-

modiatQly follcv;3 its record entry. Gross roferv^nccs are given for ex-
ceptions to this rule,

9, Records nD.y be -issvu-.ied to be in ^ood co:.':dition unless othcr-
v/ise indicated.

10. On maps and plat records, the names of author, engraver, and

publisher, and ini'ormation on seal., have be^n ovaitt^-^d only v.'hen this

data Vifas not acv^rtainablo.

11. Unless otherwise specified, all records arc located in the
countv courthouse.
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(First entry, p. 93)

I. COUNTY BOARD

In Illinois, the county board is that body which exercises the
corporate or politic power of the county. 1 In Effingham County since
1833,2 three bodies have successively acted as a county board; the

county commissioners' court, the county court, and the board of

supervisors.

The Constitution of 1818 provided that there should be elected in

each county, for the purpose of transacting all county business, three
commissioners whose term of service, povrers, and duties should be regu-
lated and defined by law, 3 The first General Assembly denominated the

comm.issioners a court of record, styled the county commissioners' court.

4

Four annual sessions were required to be held for six days each, unless
the business should be completed sooner; additionally, any one of the

commissioners had power, upon giving five days' notice to the remaining
commissioners and the clerk of the court, to call a special court which
had the same authority as at a regular session. 5 The first commissioners
Vifere elected for an irregular term; 6 subsequently, it was provided that

they should be elected at each biennial general election;? and by an act of

1837 the term was lengthened to three years and staggered, with one new com-

missioner elected annually. ° Thereafter, the commissioner who was longest

in office was to be recognized as the presiding officer of the court»9

Compensation, originally set at the sum of ^2.50 for each day's attendance

1. R.L.1827 , p. 107; R.S.1845 , p. 130; R.S.1874 , p. 306.

2. Effingham County was created in 1831, but was not organized until

1833, during these years it was included within the jurisdiction

of Fayette County ( L.1831 , p. 51).
3. Constitution of 1818, Schedule, Sec. 4.

4. L.1819 , p. 175.

5. Ibid., p. 175,176.
6. Ibid., p. 100. The commissioners were to continue in office from the

election held on the fourth Konday in April, 1819, until the first

Wednesday in August, 1820, and until their successors v^ere elected

and qualified. Not until 1821 was provision made for the election of

such successors (L.1821, p. 80). In Effingham County, the first com-

missioners held office from January, 1833 to August, 1834, the next

occurence of a regular biennial election.

7. L.1821 , p. 80.

8. L.1837, p. 103,104. In 1838 to initiate the procedure the three com-

missioners elected drew lots marked one, two, and three years to de-

termine length of term.

9.V Ibid., p. 104.

- 87 -
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in holding court, ^ later ras reduced to $1.50.^ In 1821, provision was
made for the removal of commissioners for malfeasance or nonfeasance of
duties, with proceedings as in criminal cases ;'^ when the first criminal
code was enacted in 1827, the penalty r^as modified to a fine of not more
than $200, with removal from office only upon recommendation of the jury.^
Vancancies resulting from amy cause were filled ty special election upon
order of the clerk of the court to the district judges of election.

5

In 1848, when Illinois adopted a new constitution, the county com-
missioners' court was discontinued. In its place, the constitution pro-
vided for an administrative body to be composed of an elected officer,
the county judge, and such n'omber of justices of the peace as should be
required by law.° In the following legislative session, the General
Assembly provided for the election of two justices of the peace to sit
with the county judge to trsinsact county business.''' Their tern of office,

like that of the county judge, was set at four years. ° This body, styled
the county court, was required to hold four sessions annually and when
so sitting, had all power, jurisdiction, and authority formerly conferred
upon the county commissioners' court. 9 The compensation of the county
judge was originally set at $2.50 for every day of holding court. 10 In

1855 the amount was increased to $3.00.H

The new constitution also directed the General Assembly to provide,
by general law, for a to'^-nship organization under which any county might
organize whenever a majority of the voters in the county should so de-
termine. 12 3y provision of the subsequent enabling acts, 13 a board of
supervisors, whose members were to be elected one in each township an-

1. L.1819 . p. 176.

2. R.L.1827 . p. 205.

3. L . 1 821 , p. 20. Conviction further carried disqualification from
holding office for one year.

4. R.L.1827 . p. 145.

5. L.1837 . p. 104. No election was required to be held if the term of
the commissioner vacating office would have expired within six months
from the date of vacancy.

6. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 16,17,19.
7. L.1849 . p. 65,66.
8. Constitution of 1848, Art. V. sec. 17; L.1849 , p. 62,65,66.
9. L.1849 . p. 65.

10. Ibid., p. 63.

11. L.1855 . p. 181.
12. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 6.

13. L.1849 . p. 190-224; L.1851 . p. 35-78. The later law repealed and
was a complete substitute for the earlier, but so far as their effect
on the sphere of county government is concerned, there was almost no

difference between the two.
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n^'Jally,-'- was created to transact all covinty business in coxmties adopti:-^

tovnaship organization. ^ The board of supervisors v/as to meet for ono

rcgi^JLor session a year with the provision that special meetings mi^ht.be
held v/hcn convenient. 2 The board members were compensated at the rate of

$1.50 a day,** and a fine was provided in the sum of $250, for refusal to

perform, or neglect of, duties.

°

Effingham County was governed by a county court from 1849 to 1861

when tavnship organization was instituted. 6 In 1870, Illinois adopted a

nev/ constitution which, while continuing the provision for township organ-

ization in co'unties so electing,' provided for a different form of county

bopxd to supplant the county court as an administrative body. -This board

was to consist of three officers, styled county commissioners, ajid by

subseq,uent legislation,' was given all powers, jurisdiction, and authority

formerly vested in the county court when acting in its administrative

capacity. 9 As Effingham retained township organization from 1851 to the

present, the county has not been affected by this change.

- Since 1874, population has been recognized as a factor in local repro-

sentation on the board of supervisors. In thr.t year, each town- or city in

addition to its regular supervisor, becejnc entitled to one assistant super-

visor if it had four thousand or more inhabitants, two if sixty-five huii-

dred, and ono more for every additional twenty-five hundred. ^ The assis-

tant supervisors, whose terms run concurrently vdth these of the regular

supervisor s.l'^ have no power or duties as tov/n officers, but are members

of the coiinty boaxd and enjoy the same poxrora and rights as other members,

^

1. L.1849 , p. 192; L.1851 . p. 38.

2. 1.1849 , p. 203-4; L.1851 , p. 50-52.

3. L.1849
, p. 202; L.1851 , p. 51. In 1861 it was provided that special

meetings could be called \3pon req^uest of one-third of the members of

the board ( L.1861 , p. 236). Since 1899 the board has been rcqiilrcd

to hold two rcgolaj: meetings ( L.1899 , p. 363),

4. L.1849 , p. 203; L.1851 , p. 52. In 186i, compensation was increased

to $2.00 a day ( L,1861 . p. 238).

5. L.1849 , p. 203,204. This fine was reduced in 1851 to $200 ( L.1851 ,

p, 52). 'subsequent legislation reduced it still further and axldcd

the more frequent penalty for misfeasance, disqualification for

office (R.S.1874 , p. 1080).
5» Effingham County adopted tow.ship organization in 1860, but the change

did not become effective until 1851.

7. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 5.

8. Ibid., sec. 6; L. 1873-74 , p. 79,80,

9. R.S.1874 , p. 1075.

10. L.1933
, p. 1115.

11,' R.S.1874 , V. 1078,1080; L.1925 , p. 605; L.1929 , p. 774; L.1931
,

p. 905,907; L.1933, x). 1115.
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The population requirements in this respect have since changed, but have not
affected Effingham County. 1 At present its board of sunervisors has sixteen
members. The term of office of supervisors, lengthened in 1889 to two

years, 2 was further extended in 1929 to four years. '^ Compensation was
increased from $1.50 to $5.00 a day in 1919,4 lowered to $4.00 in 1933,

^

and raised again to $5.00 in 1937,6 with an allov/ance of five cents per
mile for necessary travel.

The functions of the Illinois county board, in contrast to its legal
status, have undergone little change since the beginning of statehood, the
development being merely one of accretion and increasing complexity of duties,
within a well-defined and nearly static sphere of authority and jurisdiction.
The law establishing the co\irt of county commissioners conferred upon it
jurisdiction in all matters concerning county revenue."^ Of this basic pro-
vision, nearly all other statutory powers of the court can be considered exy-

tensions; some, enunciated in the same law, alreaxly show such a legislative
viewpoint. The court was given power to regulate and impose the covmty tax,
and to grant such licenses as might also bring in a revenue; additionally,
it was given authority over all public roads, canals, turnpike roads, and
toll bridges. 8 Other legislation by the first General Assembly gave the
court power to buy and sell lots whereon to erect county buildings and to

contract for their construction; ^ later, in the case of the courthouse at
least, the court was declared to have the care and custody of the property
and the right to make certain disposition of it.-^*-* Caa-e of the indigent was
also made a function of the court; it was required to make appropriations,
to be levied and collected in the same manner as other county revenue, for
their support. As an extension of this fiscal function, it was required to

appoint an overseer of the poor in every township and establish a comity poor-
house if necessary, 11 Fiscal control over school lands was exercised at

first solely through the court's power of appointment of the trustees of

1. In 1931 a different set of population requirements was applied in count-
ies of one hundred thousand or more inhabitajits ( L.1931 , p. 908). Two

years later the differentiating figure was reduced to ninety thousand
(L.1933

, p. 116). Effingham County with its population of 19,013,
according to the 1930 census, was not siffected at either time

(Population Bulletin , p. 8).
2. L.1889

. p. 109; L.1917 . p. 793; L.1925 . p. 605.
3. L.1929 , p. 774,775; L.1931 . p. 906.
4. L.1849 . p. 203; L.1857 . p. 186; L. 1871-72 . p. 444; L.1919 . p. 569.

5. L.1933
. p. 615.

6. L.1937
. p. 601.

7. L.1819 . p. 175.
8. Ibid.
9. Ibid., p. 237,238.

10. L.1843 . p. 128.
11. L.1819 . p. 127; L.1839, p. 138,139.
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school lands;! after the creation of the office of county school conniss lon-

er, 2 firmer control was effected through the i.iediun of reports which the
commissioner was required to subnit to the court, 3 The court also had
authority to exanine the full accounts of the comnissioner.^ Other func-
tions of the court v;ere its duties in relation to elections and juries.
It had authority to establish precincts, 5 to appoint judges of elections,

6

and to allov.' condensation to officials for services and stationery. 7 Two
panels each of petit and grand jurors Vvere required to be selected. The
former were enrolled on the list of taxable inhabitants; the latter only
to be freeholders or householders.

8

The substitution of the county court for the county commissioners'
court produced no iirsportant changes in the sphere of govcrrxiont; neither
the second constitution nor the enabling legislation mde any original
pronouncements v/ith regard to the powers or duties of the former."

The revised lav; on tovmship organization, in the main, only made more
inclusive and definite the powers of the board.!'-' The board v/as given au-
thority to purchase and hold any land within the county for the use of its

inhabitants; it was also given authority to uaice such contracts, and to pur-

chase and hold such personal property as rdght be necessary to the exercise
of its powers; moreover, it could make such orders for the disposition, reg-

ulation, or use of the corporate property as might seem to be to the inter-
est of the inhabitants.!! Jixplicit also, was the authority to audit all

claims against the county, and the accounts of such officers as v/ere not

otherwise provided for by law.!2 Tlie board v;as also given pov/er to

appropriate funds for the construction of roads c.nd bridges in any part of

the county v/henever a majority of the -vvhole board might deem, it proper
and expedient, 13

1. R.L.1827 , p. 365.

2. R.L.1329 , p. 150.

3. L.1831 , p. 175; R.S.13±5 , p. 500,501.

4. L.1331 , p. 175.

5. L.1321, p. 74. There was in this law and in r.mny of those following, a

limit to the number of precincts v/hich could be established, oee

L.1325 , p. 163; K.L.1327 , p. 256; R.L.1329 , p. 5x; L.!8j5 , p. 1-il,

Prior to 1821, each tovmship was declared by statute to constitute

an election district ( L.1319 , p. 90).

6. . L.1319 , p. 90.

7. Ibid., p. 99.

8. Ibid., p. 255, L.102o , p. 132.

9. Constitution of 1848, ,Vrt. V. sec. 19; L.1349 , p. 65.

10. The act of February 17, 1851, previouslv cited (L.1S51 , p. 35-78).

11.^ Ibid. , p. 50.

12. Ibid. , p. 51,

13. Ibid.
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From the enabling legislation of the present constitutional period i?

dravm the following brief statenient of the principal functions of the county

board:

1. The purchase, sale and custody of the real and
personal property of the county.

2. The exar.^ination and settle ment of accounts against
the county,

3. The issuance of orders on the county treasury in

pursuance of its fiscal administration.
4. The exanination of accounts concorning the receipts

and expenditures of county officors.^

5. The supervision of elections, ^ tho selection of

juries;"^ the construction and maintonance of roads
and bridges;* tho caro of tho indigent, infirn, and
disabled.^

6. The appropriation of funds necessaiy to the effect-
ing of its functions;^ the raising of such suns

through taxation; and in general, the managenent
of coiuity funds and county business

."^

At all times the county board has had a clerk who has seirved it in
a ministerial capacity. The law creating the county commissioners* court
provided that it should have such an officer, and gave it the power to
appoint him.° This appointive power vras rescinded in 1837 by an act \Thich

made the office elective.^

Yfhen the county court supplanted the county commissioners' court,

the office of clerk of the latter body ceased to exist, A nevr office was
created by statute, that of clerk of the county court. •'•^ Wlien the court

sat for tho transaction of county business, its cle rk was in effect a

clerk of a county board; legal recognition of this distinction 'wa.s givon
in the provision that the clerk should keep his records of the court's
administrative actions separate from those of its judicial actions. For
this purpose tv^o sets of books were to be kept.H

1.
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of Board

In 18 70 the new constitution established the office of county clerk;

^

subsequently, the General Assembly provided that the county clerk should
act as clerk of the county board^ as well as clerk of the county ccurtt"^

From that time to the present, the county board had been served in a inin-

isterial capacity by this officer.

The major record kept by the clerk for the county board is the min-
utes of its proceedinf^s. This record includes orders to issue warrants on
the county treasury; the board's action on committee reports on roads and
bridges, indigent and infirm relief, schools, taxation, etc.; and its orders
in regard to juries, licenses, and other matters within its jurisdiction. "^

The clerk also keeps, separately, a re^_;ister of orders issued on the
county treasurer and lists of jury venire. He files and preserves all bills
of accounts acted on by the board, and ha.-j custody of reports required to

be made to the board by the county treasurer, various school bodies, and a
number of other officers, 5 An obligation to preserve a multiplicity of

other records is clearly set forth in the general provision requiring the

clerk to have the care and custody of all papers appertaining to, as v;ell

as filed in, his office.

^

Proceedings of Board
(See also entry 179[x, xi, xv])

1. SbPbmibORS' PRGG£>l.jINuS, 1915—. 122 cartons, 1-1 f.b. 1839-1914

in (County Clerk's Liscellaneous Files), entry 85.

Original papers of the county board, includin,; correspondence, .resolutions,

petitions, bills and claims, officers' and coirar.ittees' reports, financial
statements, county budgets, and roll calls. Also contains Road Resolutions,
1915-29, 1932— , entry 2. Arr. by date of proceedings. No index. Hdw.;

typed; hdw. on pr. fm.; t^rped on pr. fm. Cartons 8 x i x 4; f.b. 14 x

lO-l- X ih. 122 cartons, 1915-26, attic strm. , 3rd fl.; 14 f.b., 1927— ,

coT clkT's off., Ist fl.

1. Constitution of 1870, Art. 'A, sec. 8.

2. R.S.1874 , p. 322.

3. Ibid., p. 260.

4. L.1819 , p. 6, 20, 77, 127, 35i, 555, 352; R.L.182 9, p. 151-55; L.1831 ,

p. 09,90; L.18o5 , p. 151,132,130; L.lOo J, p. 71,72; R.o.lOiC^
, p. 237-

342,403,437; L.IO J:9
, p. Go; 1..1361

, p. 234-57; R.S.I 37

4

, p. 322.

5. R.L.1827 , p. 3GG; L.lb45 , p. 169; R.S.lGtS
, p. 136; L.1G61 , p. 237;

R.S.187^ , p. 325.

6. Ibid., p. 322,
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of Accounts

2. ROAD RESOLUTIONS, 1930-31. 1 f.b. (566). 1839-1914 in (County
Clerk's Miscellaneous Files), entry 85; 1915-29, 1932— in Super-
visors' Proceedings, entry 1.

Resolutions to designate certain roads as state-aid roads, showing legal
description of road, type of construction, amount of appropriation, and
date of approval or rejection. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw.

14 X 10 1/2 X 4 1/2. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

3. SUPERVISORS' RECORD, 1833--. 11 v. (Ar-K). Title varies: Commis-
sioners' Record, v. Ar-D, 1833-74.

Record of proceedings of the county board, including petitions for sale

of school lands, 1833-40, showing date of meeting, munes of chaiiineui and
members of the board, committees' reports, resolutiocs, petitions, cor-
respondence, reports of county officers, tovmship and county officers'
bonds, action on claims, and all other coxmty businesB. Also contains
Assessors' Bond Record, 1839-98, entry 80; Supervisors' Bonds, 1833-1913,
entry 81; and Town Collectors' Bond Record, 1860-95, entry 113. Arr. by
date of meeting. Indexed alph, by title of subject. 1833-1900, hdw.

j

1901--, typed. 500 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Co. elk, ' s vlt., Igt fl.

Disposition of Accounts
(See also entries 1, 3, 239-251)

County Budget and Appropriations

4. APPROPRIATION RECORD, COUNTY CLERK, EFFINGHAM COUITTY, 1933—. 2 v.
Record of amounts appropriated to county offices, showing name of fund, date
and amount appropriated, amount of disbursement, and balance available. Arr.
by date of appropriation. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 200 p. 12 x 16
X 1 1/2. Co. elk." 8 vlt., 1st fl.

Bills and Claims

5. (MOTOR FUEL TAX CLAIMS), 1928—. 1 f.b.
Claims paid from motor fuel tax fund, showing section and claim nxnalHrs,
names of claimant, superintendent of highways, and county clerk, date, sjnoun^
and nature of claim, and date allowed. Arr. by date of claim. No index.
Hdw. on pr. fm. 10 1/2 x 4 1/2 x 14. Co. elk. « s vlt., 1st fl.

6. COUNTY HIGHWAY CLAIMS, 1933—. 2 f.b. (534, 544); 12 bdl.
Claims for labor and material used in right-of-way maintenance rjid con-
struction of roads, showing date, type, and amount of claim, nrjne of
claimpjit, and date of payment. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw. on pr.
fm. F.b. 10 X 4 1/2 x 14; bdl. 14 x 4 x 4. F.b. 534, 544, 1933-36,' co.
clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.; 12 bdl., 1937—, co, elk. ' s off., 1st fl.
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of Accounts

Registers of County Orders (See
also entry 85Lv] )

7. REGISTER OF COUNTY ORDERS, 1839--. 6 v. ( 2 not lettered, B-D, 1

not lettered).
Register of county orders, showing ds.te and number of order, name of re-
cipient, purpose and pjnount of payment, and date of cancellation. Also
contains Register of Jury and Kiscellaneous Orders (Birth and Death
Warrant Register), 1852-1902, 1919—, entry 10. Arr. by date of order.
No index. Hdv/. under pr. hdgs. 120 - 300 p. 7 x 6 x -| - 16 x 12 x 2,

1 V, not lettered, 1839-52, attic strm., 3rd f1 . ; 2 v, noc lettered, v.

B-D, 1853—, CO. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.

8. HIGIT.YAY YUiRTU\J^T REGISTER, 1919—. 2 v. '

Register of highway warrants issued, showing number, date, purpose, and
amount of order, and names of payee and pa.ycr. Arr. by date of order;
No index. Hdv/, under pr, hdgs. 150 p. 16 x 14 x 1, Co, clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl.

9. MOTOR FUEL RECORD (Vforrant Register), 1931—. 2 v. Title varies:
Motor Fuel Tax Record of Bonds and Orders, 1 v., 1931-32.

Register of motor fuel trjx warrants, chovdng date, purchase order, requisi-
tion, and warrant numbers, name and address of payee, purpose and amount
of claim, and amount of warrant. Arr. by date of warrant. No index. Hdwi
under pr. hdgs. 300 - 700 p. 16 x 14 x 1 - 18 x 14 x 2^. Co. clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl,

10, REGISTER OF JURY AND MISCELLUIEOUS ORDERS (Birth and Death i.Yarrant

Register), 1903-18, 1 v, 1852-1902, 1919— in Register of County

Orders, entry 7,

Register of birth and death warrants, including bounty and jury warrants
and v;itness fees, showing name of recipient, date, number, purpose, and

amount of order, and date of cancellation. Arr. by date of order. No

index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 638 p. 16 x 14 x 4. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Cancelled County Orders

11, STUBS OF COUNTY ^wARRnNTS, 1852—, 33 v.

Stub record of county orders, shov/ing number, amount, purpose, and date of

order, and name of payee, Arr. by order no. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm,

200 p, 16 x 12 X 2. 30 v., 1852-1932, attic strm., 3rd fl.j 2 v., 1933-36,

CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.; 1 v., 1937—, co. clk.'s off,, 1st f 1

.

12, JURY CERTIFICATES, 1852—, 5 v.

Stub record of jury certificates, shovanc name of juror, date of service,

mileage allowed, and total amount of fees, Arr, by certificate no. No

index. Hdw. on pr. fm, 200 p. , 16 x 12 x 1 - 16 x 12 x 2 . 4 v.,

1852-1911, attic strm., 5rd fl.; 1 v., 1912—, co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

"13. COUNTY '.YaRFJJJTS - ENGLISH SPARROV.'S, 1891—, 1 v. Last entry 1902.
Stub record of sparrow bounty warrants, showing date, number, and amount of

warrant, number of sparrows killed, and name of recipient. Arr. by date of

warranty No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p. 17x 14 x 2. Attic strm,,

3rd fl.
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of Covmty Properties

lU. COUNTY HIGHWAY FUNDS, 1919~. 1 v. , 1 bdl.

Stubs of county highway warrants, including motor fuel tax warrants, 1928--,

showing date, route, claim and warrant numbers, purpose and amoTint of warrant,

and name of recipient, Arr. by warrant no. No index, Hdw. under pr, hdgs, V,

225 p, 16 X lU X li; bdl. lU X U X U. Co. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

15, CAl^CELLED COUNTY ORDERS, 193^^— . 3 f.d. (5O8, 509, 520).

Cancelled county orders showing names of payee, county clerk, and treasurer,
amovmt and purpose of order, and dates of issuance and cancellation, Arr,

by date of cancellation. No index, Hdw. on -or. fm. IDs x Ug x lU. Co,

elk. 's off., 1st fl.

Pension Fund Account
and Ap-plications (See

also entries 1^3, 239)

16, MOTHERS' AlTD BLim PENSIONS, 1935~. 1 f.T^. 1913-3^ in (County
Clerk's Miscellaneous Files), entry 85,

Applications for mothers' and blind pensions, showing name of petitioner,

date, najne, age, and residence of s^jplicant, proceedings on petition, and
date of filing, Arr, by date of sf)plication. For index, see entry 1U6,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 10| x U^ x lU, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

17, PEJISION RECORDS BLIND AITD MOTHERS', 1913—, 2 v. (l, 2).

Record of applications for mothers' pensions, including blind pension aqpplica-

tions, 1916-—, showing date, name, age, and residence of applicant, report of

medical examiner, name and age of children, court order, and amo\int of pension
allowed, Arr. by date of application. Indexed alph, by name of pensioner;
for sep. index, see entry 1U6, Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p, 18 x 13 x 2. Co.

clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

Management of County Properties and Roods

Bond Issues (See also
entry 179 Lxv])

18. REGISTER OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BONDS, 1915--. 2 v. (l not numbered,

1). Title varies: Register of Bonds, Hard Roads, 1915-27. 1 v.

Lists of school district and hard road bonds, showing date, number, and

amount of bond, rate of interest, township and range numbers, and names of

school, village, and clerk. Arr. by date of bond. Indexed alph, by names

of school and township. Hdw. tmder pr. hdgs. 162 p. 14 x 10 x 1 1/2. Co.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Lists

Insurance (See also
entry iYy^Tii])

19, INSURMCE POLICIES, 1936—, 1 bdl.
Insurance policies on county buildings, showing names of building and

insurance company, rate and date of policy, date of expiration, and
description of property. No obvious arr» No index. Typed on pr, fm»
12 X 4 X 3, Trea6,'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Poor Farm

20, RECORD OF PAUPERS' GRAVES, L695-96, 1 v.

Record of locations of paupers' graves at poor farm, showing name of deceas-

ed, date of death, and location of grave, Arr, by date of death. No index.

Hdw, Writing faded, paper poor, 100 p, 17 i 3 x l/2, Co, clk,'s vlt,,

1st fl.

Jury Lists
(See also entries 128» 181, 209, 210, 239)

21. JURY LISTS, 1920—, 2 f,b, (554, 559), 1862-1919 in (County

Clerk's Miscellaneous Files), entry 85,

Lists of grand and petit jurors selected by board of supervisors, showing

names and addresses of jurors, dates of selection and drawing, and name of

court. No obvious arr. No index, Hdw, on pr« fm, 10 x 4 l/2 x 14, Co.

clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.



(Next entry 22, p. 103)

II. COUNTY CLERK

Forerunner of the present county clerk was the clerk of the county
conunissioners' court. This court was the administrative body in Effingham
County from 1833, the date of organization of the county, to 1849. ^ The

Constitution of 1848 and laws of 1849 created a new judicial hranch of

county government presided over by the county jxidge ejid entitled the "coun-
ty court," and provided for the quadrennial election of a "clerk of the

county court. "2 Iq addition to his duties as clerk of the Judicial co\irt,

the incumbent was also to act as clerk of the administrative branch of gov-
ernment which consisted of the county judge and two justices of the peace.

3

In 1850 Effingham County adopted the township form of government necessitat-
ing the election of a board of supervisors to svtpplant the county court as
the county administrative body.'* Accordingly, the clerk of the county court
became ex-officio clerk of the board of si^jervisors.

The above-mentioned clerks all performed the duties of county clerk r.a

well as those of clerks of n judicial or administrative body. In fact,

legislation freqiiontly referred to those incumbents as "county clerks" fltoen

defining duties relating to county business as distinct from their duties in

other capacities. The Constitution of 187C specifically provided for a county

clerk° who has continued to act to the present in this capacity, and also as

clerk of the county board''' and clerk of the county court. ° The revised
statutes of 1874 adopted the use of a distinction of titles for each of his
ex-officio capacities, applying the title "county clerk" only when referring
to his duties as such. It is the performance of these duties that gives rise

to the records dealt with in this section.

The clerk was an appointee of the county commissioners' court in

Effingham County from 1833 to 1837.^ In the latter year the office became
elective with a four-year term, ^^ which was reduced to a two-year term in

1. Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec. 4; L.1819 , p. 175.
2. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 16,18,19; L.1849 . p. 62,63.
3. L.1849 . p. 65,66.
4. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 6; L.1851 , p. 38,45,50.
5. L.1851 , p. 52; L.1861 . p. 237.
6. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 18 and Art. X, sec. 8.

7. R.S.1874
. p. 322.

8. Ibid., p. 260.
9. Ibid., p. 260,322.

10. L.1819
. p. 175.

11. L.1837
, p. 49.
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1847.1 ^ bond of $1,000 was required. 2 The clerk of the county court

served for a four-year term and was bonded in the sum of i.3, 000.3 The

Constitution of 1870 and the revised statutes 1874, establishing the office

of county clerk, provided for his election for a auadrennial term and that

the amount of his bond be set by the county board. 4 The bond is entered
upon the records of his office, and deposited with the clerk of the circuit
court. He is required to take oath, and is commissioned by the Governor.

5

The county seal is kept by the clerk and is used by him when required.

In general the county clerk's performance of his functions results in
records relating to the following: taxation, vital statistics, licenses,
and bonds. Various officials and agencies having authority over these
matters report to, or deposit records with, the county clerk vj-ho in this
manner acts as a coordinating factor in the execution of local and state
affairs. In regard to other of these matters, the clerk is required to per-
form duties on his own behalf and retain the records resulting from each
performance.

Illustrations of both of these procedures may be found by examining the

various duties and records relating to taxation. The county clerk must
procure all books and blanks used in the assessm.ent and collection of taxes,
and list the lands and lots subject to taxation in such books ;6 they are
then turned over to the supervisor of assessm.ents who has the to-miship
assessors enter the valuations against each piece of property listed. The
supervisor completes revisions and corrections upon complaint of pronerty
owners and returns the books in duplicate to the county clerk.'? Personal
property assessments are handled in essentially the same manner. The board
of review then makes adjustments on complaints and equalizes assessments

1. L.1845 , p. 28. Effective in 1847.

2. L.1819 , p. 176,177; R.L.1833 , p. 143; R.S.1845 , p. 131.

3. L.1849 , p. 63,64.
4. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 3; R.S.1874 , p. 321.

5. R.S.1874 , p. 321.
6. L.1867 , p. 106; L. 1871-72 , p. 19,20,32; L.1903 , p. 297. During the

period of the first constitution such books and lists were prepared
by the auditor of public accounts end turned over to the clerk of the
county commissioners' court

( L.1825 , p. 173; R.L.1827, p. 329} L.1839,
p. 3,4; L.1347 , p. 79).

7. The first assessment officer was the county treasurer (R.L.1827, p. 328-

36). In 1839 this function was performed by the district assessors,
who received from the county clerk copies of the auditor's transcripts
( L.1839 , p. 3,4). The treasurer resumed these duties in 1844 (L.1843,
p. 231), retaining them until the institution of to\raship organization
in 1861 resulted in township assessors acting in each township (L.1851,
p. 38). The treasurer now acts as ex-officio supervisor of assessments

^(L.1898, p. 36-44).
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"between districts, certifying corrections and revisions to the county clerk.l
The county clerk then reports the entire assessment list to the State Tax
Commission for equalization, the equalized list then being used by the county
clerk in ascertaining tax rates and extending taxes.

^

The State Tax Commission eJ.80 certifies to the county clerk the assess-
ments on the capital stock of corporations and railroad and telegraph com-
panies, it being the duty of the clerk to extend these taxes and retain the

books after use by the collector,

^

The books are next turned over to the county collector who, after col-
lection, returns lists of collections, together with lists of uncollected
real and personal property taxes. '^ The county clerk attends all tax sales,
prepares a list of all sales and issues duplicate reports thereof, records
affidavits of purchases of property for taxes, and keeps a record known as

the "tax Judgment, sale, redemption, and forfeiture record. "5

An extensive group of records of vital statistics is kept by the county
clerk, including records relating to births and deaths, marriages, physi-
cians, and midwives. The first legislation in regard to the keeping of
vital statistics was included in the act for the establishment of medical
societies. 6 One section of this act made it the duty of every physician to

keep a record of births, deaths, sind diseases occurring within the vicinity
of his practice, and to transmit such record to his medical society, where-
upon the record ^as to be published in the newspapers. In 1842 it was pro-
vided that a parent could appear before the clerk of thj county commission-
ers' court and make affidavit as to the birth of a child, ajid the eldest
next of kin of a deceased person could similarly appear and make affidavit
as to death.''' It is probable that the tenor of the above-mentioned laws
explains the fact that no birth or death records existed in Sffingham County
prior to 1877, the first lav;, 1819, requiring no public record to be kept,
and that of 1842 providing that affidavits "may" be made. The act of 1877
creating the State Board of Health required that all births and deaths in
the county be reported to the county clerk by the a.ttending physicians or
accoucheurs. 8 Teeth were put into this and subsequent laws by providing
penalties for noncompliance. In 1901, death certificates issued by physi-
cians, midwives, or coroners nere to be presented to to'm clerks ^ho as the
local registrars issued burial permits and forwarded the certificates to the

1.
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county clerk.l in I903, certificates of death were to be turned over to

the State Board of Health, which then delivered to the county clerk all

certificates so received. ^ Later it wp,s provided that the township clerks

should annually deposit with the county clerk a complete set of the records
of births, stillbirths and deaths registered with them. The county clerk
was charged with binding and indexing, or recording, and safekeeping of

such records. 3 From the earliest date, the legislation in regard to these

matters provided that the clerk retain the abstracts and certificates,
keep a record of births ?-nd deaths, maintain alphabetical indexes, and
issue certified copies of certificates upon request. The clerk has also
keen required to prepare a register of all physicians and accoucheurs in

the county.^

Since the organization of "Sffingham County in 1833 the county clerk,
or clerk of the county commissioners' court, has been required to file
marriage certificates and certificates of parents' consent to the marriage
of minors. 5 The clerk was also required to keep a separate register of
marriages in addition to his file of certificates." Before 1877t persons
desiring to marry were required to secure licenses from the cdonty clerk
only when they had not previously published such intention, but in that
year the securing of a license was ma.de raandftory.7 Altho\igh a record of

applications for marriage licenses has been kept by the clerk in this
county since I90U, an act of 1937 appears to be the first legislation
requiring the maintenance of such a record. 8 The same act provided that
persons desiring to marry shall present to the county clerk a certificate
setting forth that such persons are free from venereal diseases, such
certificates to be filed with the application for license to marry.

9

Marriage records have been kept in Effingham Coiuity since 1839«

The county clerk is charged with a number of duties relating to elec-
tions: preparing and issuing blank ballots, ^^^ poll books, ^^ and certifi-
cates of election, 12 and keeping a, record of registers of elections, ^3

petitions, 1^ and marked ballots, ^5 tally sheets, 1° and election returns

1. L.I9OI . p. 302,303.
2. L.I903 . p. 315-I8.
3. L.1915 . p. 667.
k. 1.1877 . p. 209.

5. L.I8I9 . p. 27: R.S.18U5 . p. 35U; R.S.I87U , p. e9U.

6. R.L.1827
. p. 289.

7. L.1877 . p. 130.
8. L.1937 . p. 909.

9. Ibid. . p. 910.
10. L.1891

, p. 113: L.191I . p. 311.
11. , t. 1871-72 , p. 386.
12. 1.1819 , p. 96; L.1821 , p. 79; L.1823 . p. Sk; 1.1885 . P. 176.
13. L.1865 . p. 59; L. 1871-72 . p. 386.
Ik. L.1911 , p. 310. 311 ; L.1929 , p. U22.

1§5 L.1891 . p. 118.

16. L.188'3 . p. 1^3.
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which are transiritted to him by the judpres of election,^ Abstracts of re-
turns were formerly prepared by the cleric, but these are now originated by
the election ooranissioners or judges of election and deposited with the
.olerk. Returned ballots are destroyed by the clerk six months after election,
provided no contest in which the ballots are needed is in progress,^ In
1889, when returns of elections for school trustees vrere made to the county
clerk, he was charged witli furnishing to the countj'' superintendent of
schools a list of all such trustees*^ linvr the clerk does not enter into
the procedure, the school trustees canvassir^" the returns and certifying
directly to the superintendent of schools.

The bonds of a number of officials are required to be transmitted to the
clerk for filing and entering in a book maintained for that purpose,^ Jus-
tices' of the peace and constables' oaths, bonds, and securities are ap-
proved by the clerk and entered in a separate book in accordance with statu-
tory requirement, Tnis book shoves the date on which each justice of the
peace and constable v/as sworn into office and the date of coirar.ission by the
Governor. Resignations from these offices are r.ade to the county clerk who
enters such fact in the justices' and constables' record.^

The clerk is also charged with issuing licenses to taverns, ferries,"
(et cetera), and keeping records of the sam.e. Other records kept are: those
relating to estraysj^ registers of professionals, including ph;^^sicians,-'-

midwives, •'•' dentists, ^^ chiropodists, ^^ and veterinarians; -I- "^ list of county
officers; list of to\vn officers v;hich is furnished annually by the town
clerk; '•^ record of notaries publio;^^ and book of state civil service
rules. '•' Referring to his list of town officers, the county clerk reports
annually to the State Department of Health the names and addresses of

1. L.1819 , p. 86; L.1821 , p. 77; L. 1823 , p. 64; L.1871-72, p. 389.
2. L.1917

, p. 444.
3. L.1889 , p. 271,322.
4. L.1909 , p. 352.

5. R.S.1845 ', p. 396,397; L.18G1, p. 237,238; R.S.1874 , p. 325; L.1895,

p. 188.

6. L,._l_895, p. 188.
7. L.1819 , p. 77-79; L.1933-34 , Second Sp. Sess., p. 64-66.
8. R.L.1827

, p. 221; R.S.1 374, p. 550,
9. L.1819, p. 206,207; R.S7l874J p. 483,

10. L.1377, p. 209; L. 18^9', ir.T75; L.192 3, p. 441,442.
11. Ibid.

12. L.1881, p. 79; L. 1899 , p. 275; L.ie09 , p. 279; L.1955 , p. 711.

13. 1.1899 , p. 260; L.1955
, p. 995.

14. 1.1917, p. 591.
15. L.1861 , p. 226; R.S.1S74. p. 1077,
16. L. 1671-72 , p. 575; R.S.1874, p. 721; L.lf^75, p. 88.

17. T.1C05, p. 115.
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the supervisor, assessor, and clerk of each township, and the dates of the

expiration of their terms of office.!

Included in the provision that the county clerk "be charged with the

Care and custody of all records, tooks, and papers appertaining to, and

filed or deposited in, his office2 are those duties as clerk of the cotinty

"board, wherein he is required to record the proceedings of the "board and

to file all their "books, records, and accounts. 3 Also included are his

record-keeping duties as ex-officio clerk of the county court, with its

resulting duties in relation to pro"bate matters. '^ The clerk is also re-

quired to keep jury lists5 and a "book in which he enters details as to

orders upon the treasurer. He is further required to maintain alpha'bet-

ical indexes of all records and papers in his office, and to supply copies

of these records or papers to any person upon request and payment of the

required fee.°

Taxation
(See also entries 85[iii. "vii . x], 221-238)

Lists of Taxable Prop-
erty, Levies

22. TAX LEVIES, 1879-1927. U3 bdl . I856-7U, 1928— in (County

Clerk's Miscellaneous Files), entry 85.

Tax levies for corporations, towns, villages, school districts, and roads

and "bridges with attached ordinances, showing name and number of township

and school district, ajnount needed, description of property, name of town

or village, total sum to be levied, certified statement of board of trus-

tees and town clerk, and dates of levy and filing. Arr. by date of levy.

No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 9 x U x 1. Attic strm., Srd fl.

23. DOCKET OF RATES AND TAXES, 1883—. 3 v. (1-3).

Docket of tax rates and amounts wanted by townships, showing name of town-

ship, amount wanted, purpose, valuation of property, rate of tax, year of

levy, and signature of county treasurer, Arr. by date of levy. No index.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 3OO p. lb x 11 x 1^. V. 1, I883-I90U, attic strm.,

3rd fl.; V. 2, 3, I9O5— , co . elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

1. L.I923 . p. U80.

2. R.S.I87U . p. 322.

3. L.I861 . p. 239; R.S.I87U . p. 322.
U. R.S.I87U . p. 260 .

5. Ibid., p. 630.
6. Ibid., p. 321.
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24. ASSESSOR'S BOOKS, 1852—. 900 v. (Effingham County as a whole,
Real Estate and Personal Property, 1852-60. 9 v.

Banner Tovmship, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1874-98.
18 V. Missing: 1874-77, 1882, 1893, 1895. Personal Property,
1899—. 40 V. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Kissing: 1903-5.
Bishop Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98.
10 V. Missing: 1861-63, 1865-79, 1882-89, 1892, 1893. Personal
Property, 1899—. 4 v. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v.

Douglas Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98.
15 V. Missing: 1869, 1875-79, 1882-98. Personal Property, I899u-.
40 V, Real Estate, 1899—. 8 v. Missing: 1903-10.
Jackson Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98. 3 v.
Missing: 1861-64, 1886-93, 1895-98. Personal Property, 1899—.
40 V. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6.
Liberty Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98.
30 V. Missing: 1864-66, 1873, 1874, 1878, 1879, 1884. Personal
Property, 1899—. 40 v. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing:
1903-6.
Lucas Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98. 7 v.

Missing: 1863-90, 1892-94. Personal Property, 1899—. 40 v. Real
Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6.
Mason Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1830-98. 4 v.

Missing: 1861-79, 1881-89, 1891, 1892, 1895-98. Personal Proper-
ty, 1899—. 40 V. Real Estate, 1899—. 9 v. Missing: 1903-6,
1915-18.
Moccasin Township, Real Estate and Personal Pronerty, 1861-98.
15 V. Missing: 1861-64, 1868, 1871, 1872, 1875179, 1884, 1887-89,
1891-97. Personal Property, 1899—. 10 v. Real Estate, 1899—.
10 V. Missing: 1903-6.
Mound Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98. 17 v.

Missing: 1861-79, 1891, 1397. Personal Property, 1899—. 40 v.

Real Estate, 1899—. 9 v. Missing: 1903-10.
St. Francis Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98.
28 V. Missing: 1876, 1878, 1879, 1889-91, 1893-95, 1898. Personal
Property, 1899—. 40 v. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing:
1903-6.
Summit Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1851-98. 15 v.

Missing: 1862-77, 1683-85, 1890-92, 1894. Personal Property, 1899—,
32 V. Missing: 1908-15. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6.
Teutopolis Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-96. 7 v.
Missing: 1861-73, 1865-75, 1877-81, 1883, 1886-97. Personal Property,
1899—. 40 V. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6.
Union Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98, 12 v.

Missing: 1861-77, 1879, 1883, 1885, 1890, 1891, 1894. 1895, 1897,
1898. Personal Property, 1899—. 10 v. Real Estate, 1899— . 10 v.

Missing: 1903-6.
Watson Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98. 5 v.

Missing: 1861-70, 1872-79, 1881-94. 1898. Personal Property, 1899

—

40 V, Real Estate. 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6.
West Township, Real Estate and Personal Property, 1861-98. 3 v.

Missing: 1861-79, 1881, 1883-85, 1887-98. Personal Property, 1899u-.
40 V. Real Estate, 1899—. 10 v. Missing: 1903-6).

Lists of taxable real estate and personal property, showing name of owner,
description of property, assessed and equalized values, tax spread, and
total tax. Also contains Dog Tag Record, 1928— , entry 72. Personal
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property arr. alph. "by name of owner; real estate arr. by sec, twp., and
range nos. Uo index, Hdv;. under pr. hdgs. 35 - 100 p. 17 x 15 x -g- -

16 X 15 X 1|. 525 v., 1853-1918. attic strm., 3rd fl.; 375 v., 1919—,
treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

25. RAILROAD TAX BOOK, 1870—. 6 v. (l not lettered, B-P).

Missing: 1874-82.

Lists of taxable railroad property, shov:ing name of railroad company,

description of property, number of acres of ri:^it of way, miles of track,

rolling stock, value as listed by railroad con^any, equalized value as

fixed by coiuity and state boards, rate, tpx spread, amount of back ta:ces,

and tot£?l tax. Arr. alph, by name of railroad. No index, Hdw. under pr.

hdgs. 85 p. 18 X 12 x*l|. 1 v. not lettered, 1870-73, attic strm., 3rd

fl.; V. B-F, 1883— , treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

26. TELEPHONE AI-TD TELEGRAPH CORPORATION TAX RECORD, 1873—. 4 v.

(l not numbered, 3-4). Title vr^jies; Telephone and Telegraph

Tp:x Book, 1 v. not numbered, v, 2, 1873-1924.
Schedules of taxes on properties of telephone and telegraph companies,

shovring najne of company assessed, legal description of property, tajrc

spread, total tax, and date. Arr. alph. by name of company. No index,

Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 150 p. 18 x 12g x l|. 1 v. not numbered, 1873-1911,

a,ttlc strm., 3rd fl.; v. 2, 3, 1913-34, co. clk.'s vlt., Ist fl,; v. 4,

1935—, treas.'s vlt., 1st fl,

27. ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT MD TAOS, 1872~. 6 v. (A, B, 4 not

lettered)

.

Statements of footings of columns of assessment books, showing full and

assessed values on lands, lots, personal property, real estate, and un-

inrproved and improved lands. Arr. by sec, twp., and range nos. No

index, Hdw, vmder pr. hdgs. 80 p. 17 x 15 x 1. V. A, 1873-94, attic
strm., 3rd fl.; v. B, 4 not lettered, 1895— , co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

28. ABSTRACTS OP ASSESSMENTS i\ND TAXES, 1873-82, 1932—.
2 V. (a, 1 not lettered).

Abstracts of assessments of real and personal property, showing date,

taxes levied, description of real and personal property, total assessed
value, total value as fixed by the state board of review, and total tex

spread. Subsequent to 1882 and prior to 1932, Abstracts of Assessments

(Personal Property), entry 29, and Abstract of Assessment and Taxes

(Lands r-\d Lots), entry 30, kept separately. Arr. alph. by name of tvro.

No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 75 p. 15 x 14 x 1. V. A, 1873-82, attic

strm,, 3rd fl.; 1 v. not lettered, 1932— , co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

29. ABSTRACTS OF ASSESSl*ffiI'TS (Personal Property), 1883-1931. 4 v,

1873-82, 1932— in Abstracts of Assessments and Taxes, entry 28,

Abstracts of personal property assessments, showing names of township ajid

ownor, itemized list of property, total assessed value, date, ojid ta::

sprea,d, Arr. alph. by name of twp. No index. Hdw. under pr, hdgs,

75 p, 15 X 14 X 1. 1 v., 1883-88, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 3 v., 1889-1931,

CO, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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30. ABSTEIACT OF ASSESSJ-ffiNT AITO TAXES (LrMs pjid Lots), 1883-1931.
1 V. 1873-82, 1932—- in Abstracts of Assessments wid Tnxes,
entry 28.

Statement of assessments of rep.l estate property, showing names of tomi-
ship ruid owner, dr.te, troces levied, legr,l description of rer,l ostnte, to-
tr,l assessed value, total value as set by board of review, and tpjc spread.
Arr. riph. by n.-^jne of twp. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 75 p. 15 x 14-

X 1. Co. elk. ' 8 vlt., 1st fl.

31. SPECIAL ASSESSlffiNT RECORD, 1912--. 1 v. (l).

Lists of special assessments for public improvements in the City of

Effingham, showing date, type of improvement, legal description of prop-
erty, name and address of owner, amotint of assessment, and total arnoxmt

of ^ax. Arr. by date of assessment. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.
160 p. 17 X 15 X 1 1/2. Co. elk. 's vlt., Ist fl.

32. LAND BOOK, 1833-79. 2 v.

Lists of taxable lands, showing name of owner of property, number of

apres, and legal description of property, Arr. by sec, twp., and range
nos. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 200 p. 16 x 14 x 1. Co. elk. 's

vlt., 1st fl.

33. ENTRIES OF CONVEYANCE, LANDS, 1872-73. 1 v.

Entries of land conveyances, compiled in assessment of taxes, showing
names of grantor and grantee, kind of instrument, legal description of
property, number of acres, and date of conveyance. Arr. by instrument no.
Indexed alph. by name of owner. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 1 1/2.
Co. elk.' 8 vlt., 1st fl.

34. ENTRIES OF CONVEYANCE, LOTS, 1872-73. 1 v.

Entries of lot conveyances, compiled in assessment of taxes, showing names
of grantor and grantee, type of instrument, legal description of property,
date of conveyance, and consideration. Arr. by instrument no. Indexed
alph. by name of owner. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 18 x 13 x 1 1/2. Co.
elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

Collection, Abatement

35. COLLECTOR'S BOOKS (Real Estate and Personal Property). 1850—

,

1048 V. (Effingham County as a whole, 1850-60. 5 v. Missing:

1852, 1853, 1858-60.
Banner Tov/nship, 1874— . 58 v. Missing: 1874-80.

Bishop Township, 1861—. 76 v. Missing: 1891, 1910.

Douglas Township, 1861—. 57 v. Missing: 1861-30, 1890.

Jackson Township, 1861—. 69 v. Missing: 1863, 1867-69, 1872-74,

1878, 1879.
Liberty ToTOship, 1861—. 76 v. Missing: 1878. 1879.

Lucas Township, 1861—. 76 v. Missing: 1878, 1879.

Mason Township, 1861—. 66 v. Missing: 1864-71, 1875-77, 1879.

Moccasin Township, 1861—. 76 v. Missing: 1878, 1879.
Mound Township, 1861—. 71 v. Missing: 1867-71, 1878, 1879,
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St. Francis Township, 1861— . 75 v. Missing; 1866, 1878, 1879.
S\Mmit Township, 1861— . 58 v. Missing: 1861-79, 1889.
Teutopolis Township, 1861—. 74 v. Missing: 1869, 1874, 1878,
1879.
Union Township, 1861— . 59 v. Missing: 1861-79.
Watson Township, 1861— . 76 v. Missing: 1864-66, 1871, 1875,
1876, 1878, 1879.
West Township, 1861— . 76 v. Missing: 1878, 1879).

Lists of taxes collected on real estate and personal property, showing
names of owner, township, and city, description of property, tax spread,
atio-unt and date of payment, and amount of delinquency. Personal property
arr. alph. by name of owner; real estate arr. "by sec, twp., and range
nos. No index. Kdw. under pr. hdgs. 40 - 300 p. 17 x 16-| x 1/2 -

14 X 9 X 2. 742 v., 1851-1918, attic strm. , 5rd fl.; 306 v., 1919—,
treas.'s off., 1st fl.

36. COLLECTOR'S ME>.IOSJUffi)A OF TAXES, 1883-96. 8 v. Missing: 1885,
1887-90, 1892.

Memoranda of taxes collected, showing legal description of property, name
of owner, amount of collection, date, book and page of entry in collector's
book, and totals. Arr. by sec, twp., and range nos. Indexed alph. by
name of twp. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 150 p. 18 x 12 x 1 1/2. 2 v., 1883-

84, treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.; 6 v., 1886-96, attic strm., 3rd fl.

37. MEMORANDA OF TAXES COLLECTED, 1881—. 15 v. (l-15) .

Memoranda of tax distributions, showing date, page and line of entry in
Collector's books, amoTont of tax distributed to various departments, amount
of costs and fees, and total amount of taxes. Arr. by date of distribution.
No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 319 p. 18 x 13 x 3. V. 1-14, 1881-1935,
CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.; V. 15, 1936— , sh.'s off., 2nd fl.

38. DELINCiUENT LIST, 1862-1915. 605 v.

Lists of delinquent taxes, showing name of owner, legal description of

property, assessed value, amounts of taxes, costs, and interest, tax
spread, and date. Arr. by sec. no. No index. Hdw. -under pr. hdgs.

15 - 25 p. 14 X 8 1/2 X 1/2 - 17 x 14 x 1/2. Attic strm., 3rd fl.

39. (Transcript of) DELINQUENT LISTS, 1884-1918. 20 v. Missing: 1888,

1889, 1897-1900, 1902, 1908-15.
Transcripts of delinquent tax lists, showing name of owner, legal descrip-
tion of property, assessed value, amounts of taxes, costs, and interest,

tax spread, date, aggregated amount of each kind of tax, and total amount
of delinquency. Arr. by sec, twp., ajid range nos. Indexed alph. by name
of twp. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 250 p. 18 x 13 x 2. 4 v. , 1884-87, treas.'s
vlt., 1st fl.; 16 v., 1890-1918, attic strm., 3rd fl.

40. BACK TAX RECORD, 1850-73. 1 v. 1874-80 in Tax Sale and Redemp-
tion Record, entry 44; 1881— in Tax Judgment, Sale, Redemption,

and Forfeiture Record, entry 43.

Lists of delinquent taxes, showing legal description of property, name of

owner, and date and amount of taxes due. Arr. by sec, twp., and range

nos. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 120 p. 18 x 12 x 1 1/2. Co.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Judgment, Sale, Redemption ,

Forfeiture

Ul. AFFIDAVIT FOR TAX DEED, I87O— . 3 v. (A-C).

Copies of affidavits for tax deeds, showing date and place of sale, name

of purchaser, legal description of property, amounts of tax, interest, and

costs, and signatures of treasurer and county clerk. Arr. by date of affi-

davit. Indexed alph. "by name of purchaser. I87O-I925, hdw. on pr. fm.

;

1926—, typed. 300 p. 18 X 12 X 2, Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl,

U2. REDIMPTION BY MINORS, I853-86. 1 v. 1887— in Tax Judgment, Sale,

Redemption, and Forfeiture Record, entry U3.

Copies of affidavits of minors for right to redeem real estate, showing

names of minor and estate, legal description of property, dates of affidavit

and redemption, and amount involved. Axr. by date of redemption. No index,

Hdw. 720 ps 15 X 11 X 3, Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl,

1+3. TAX JUDGMENT, SALE, REDMPTIQff, AND FORFEITURE RECORD, 1881—. 9 v.

Record of matters pertaining to taxes due and unpaid on lands and town lots,

showing amount of special assessments, interest, and costs due, date, name

and residence of owner, location and legal description of property, petition

and order for sale of real estate, name of redeemer and date and amount of

payment; also contains Back Tax Record, 1881~, entry Uo, and Redemption By

Minors, I887— , entry U2. Prior records kept separately as Tax Sale and

Redemption Record, entry UU; Tax Judgment Record, entry U5; and Forfeiture

Record, entry U6, Arr, by sec, twp. , and range nos. No index. Hdw. under

pr, hdgs. 150 - 250 p. 18 X 12 X ^ - I7 x lU x 2, Co, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

U4. TAX SALE AND REDEMPTION RECOWP, I85O-8O, U v, (3 not lettered, E),

Title varies: Tax Sale Record, 2 v. not lettered, I85O-73, 1881

—

in Tfi^ Judgment, Sale, Redemption, and Forfeiture Record, entry U3,

Record of tax sales and redemptions, showing legal description of property,

name of redeemer or purchaser, value, amounts of taxes and costs due, glnd date

and amount of sale or redemption. Also contains Back Tax Record, 187^80,
entry UO; Tax Judgment Record, I85O-57, entry U5; and Forfeiture Record,

I85O-78, 1880, entry U6, Arr, by sec, twp,, and range nos* No index.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 75 - 25O p. 18 x I5 x 1 - I7 x lU x 2, Co. elk, '

s

vlt., 1st fl.

U5. TAX JUDGMENT RECORD, I858-8O. 6 v. (2, 1 not labeled, C, 1 not label-

ed, D, 1 not labeled). I85O-57 in Tax Sale and Redemption Record,

entry ^, 1881— in Tax Judgment, Sale, Redemption, and Forfeiture

Record, entry U3,

Record of tax Judgments, showing tertn date, name of person assessed, legal

description of property, tax spread costs, total tax, Eind total amount due,

Arr, by sec, twp., and range nos. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 2U0 p.

16 X 11 X 2. Co, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.
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Co-anty Clerk - Vital (4-6-50)

Statistics

46. FOPJFSITURE aSCGRri, 1879. 1 v. 1850-78, 1880 in Tax Sale and

Reden^ition Record, entry 44; 1881-- in Tax Judgment, Sale, Re-

demption, and Forfeiture Record, entry 43.

Record of lands and tovm lots forfeited for nonpayment of taxes, sh.ov;ing

naiie of -person assessed, legal description of property, equalized value ty

state board, tax spread, total ta^, and date. Arr. "by sec, t\vp., and

revise nos. ITo index. Hdv^. on pr. fm. 100 p. 17 x 14 x 1. Attic strti.,

3xd fl.

47. ABSTRACTS OF TAX S.^SS, 1856--. 6 f.t*. (333, 147, 150, 360, 577,

378). 1856-65 in (County Clerks' s Miscellaneous Files), entry 85,

Originrl abstracts of ta:c sale papers, including certificates of purchases,

rodcrjption papors, and notices of lands listed but redeemed prior to scJLc,

shov7ing najiies of owner and purchaser or redeemer, description of property,

aiaounts of delinquent taxes, court costs, and sale, and dates of redemption

or sale and filing. Arr. ^y date of filing. 1865-71, no index; for index,

1873--, see entry 123. Hdw. on pr. fm. 14 x 10 x 4. Co. clk.'s vlt.

1st f1

,

Vital Statistics

Births (See also entries

10. 247 [i])

48. BIRTH DDEX CARDS, 1877—. 4 f.d. (two male; two female).

Card index to Birth Certificates, entry 50, and Record of Births, entry 51,

showing names of child, parents, and person making report, place of birth,

dates of birth and report, ages of parents, certificate nvimber, and book

and page of entry. Arr. aJ-ph. by name of child. Kdv7. on pr. fm.

5 X 14x24. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

49. BIRTH IHDEX, 1877—. 2 v. (1 not numbered, l) . Title varies: In-

dex to Register of Births, 1 v. not numbered, 1377-1915.

Index to Birth Certificates, entry 50, and Record of Births, entry 51, show-

ing names of parents and child, certificate n\imber, and book and page of

entry. Arr. alph. by name of child, Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 325 p.

18 X 13 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

50. BIRTH CERTIFICATES, 1916—, 10 v. (1-6, 4 not numbered). 1377-

1915 kept in \uibound form in (County Clerk's Miscellaneous Files),

entry 85.

Certificates of births, showing certificate number, date and place of birth,

nanjes of child, parents, aiad physician or midvdfe, personal and statistical

particulars, signatures of physicijin and county clerk, and date of filing.

Arr. by certificate no. For indexes, see entries 48, 49. Hdw. on pr. fm.

500 - 1073 p. 9 X 7 X 4 - 9 X 7 X 8. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Clerk - Vital (51-55)

Statistics

51. RECORD OF BIRTHS, 1877-1915. 5 v. (I-5). Title varies: Register

pf Births, V. 1, 1877-88; Birth Record, v. 2, 1889-1902.

Record of birth certificates, showing number of certificate, name, sex,

color, and place and date of birth of child, names of parents and physician

or midwife, number of children born to mother, signatures of physician and

county clerk, and date of filing. Arr. by date of filing. For indexes,

see entries US, U9, Hdw. on pr, fm. 5OO p. 18 x 1} x 3. Co. elk. ' s vlt.,

1st fl.

Deaths and Stillbirths (See

also entries 10, 247[i])

52. INDEX TO DEATHS, I878— . 2 v. (l not numbered, l). Title varies!

Stillbirth and Death Index, 1 v, not numbered, I878-I9I5.

Index to Death Reports (and Stillbirth), entry 53; Record Certificate of

Deaths, I878-I9I5, entry 5U; and Register of Stillbirths (Record), I878-

1901, entry 55, showing name of deceased, date of death or stillbirth, cer-

tificate and file box numbers, and book and page of entry, Arr. alph. by

name of deceased, Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 325 p. 18 x I3 x 2, Co. elk. 's

vlt,, 1st fl.

53. DEATH RIPORTS (and Stillbirth), I916— . 10 v, (I-6, U not num-

bered). Title varies: Death and Stillbirth, v. 1-6, 1 not mmr-

bered, I9I&-3I; Deaths, 2 v. not numbered, 1932-35. 1877-1915
kept in unbound form in (County Clerk's Miscellaneous Files),

entry 85,

Copies of death and stillbirth certificates, showing date, place, and cause

of death, personal and statistical particulars, names of deceased, informant,

undertaker, and physician, and signature of county clerk, Arr. by certi-

ficate no. For index, see entry 52, Hdw. on pr, fm« 5^0 p. 9 * 7 x U,

Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl,

5U, RECORD CERTIFICATE OF DEATHS, 1878-1915. 3 v. (l, 3, U), Title

varies: Register of Deaths, v. 1, I878-I903.

Copies of death certificates, showing names of deconsed, physician and \ind«i^

tdcer, age, sex, color, occupation, marital status, and birthplace of de-

ceased, cause, date, and place of death, and date of filing. Also contains

Register of Stillbirths (Record), I902-15, entry 55, Arr. by date of fil-

ing. For index, see entry 52, Hdw. on pr. fm. 3OO - 6U0 p. 18 x I3 x 1 -

18 X 13 X 2. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

55. REGISTER OF STILLBIRTHS (Record), I878-I9OI. 1 v. I902-I5 in

Record Certificate of Deaths, entry 5^.

Copies of stillbirth certificates, showing name of child, date, place, and

cause of stillbirth, name, age, address, and race of parents, number of

children in family, physician's and undertaker's certificates, place and

date of burial, name of informant, and date of filing, Arr. by date of

filing. For index, see entry 52. Hdw, on pr, fm, 5OO p. 18 x I3 x 1,

Co, elk, 's vlt. , 1st fl.
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Oovui-fcy Cleric - Licenses
and Registers (55-61)

Mgyriagcs

56. MARRIAGE INDSX CARD, 1839— . 5 f.d. (three male; three fcrarle).

Card index to M-urriage Register, entry 58, and Application for Mea-x-iage

Licenses, entry 60, shov/ing nninc, address, age, race, raid nationality of

bride end groom, name of officiating party, number of certificate or rp-

plication, and book and page of entry. Arr. plph. by name of bride and

grooia. Hdw. on pr. fm. 5 x 14 x 24. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

57. MARRIAGE LICENSES, 1925—. 4 v. 1833-1925 in (County Clerk*

s

Miscell?Jieous Files), entry 85,

Original marriage license returns shov;ing names of bride, groom, aaid Offi-

cial performing ceremony, personal information, number and date of license,

and da.tes of marriage and return. Arr, oy d-^.te of marriage. No index,

Hdv;, on pr» fm, 600 p. 8 x 10| x 3|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

58. MARRIAGE REGISTER, 1839—. 9 v. (A-C, 1-5, 1 not labeled).

Title varies: Marriage Record, v. A, 1839-54, C, 1877-78.

Register of marriages, showing name, age, race, and birthplace of bride

aiid groom, and date of marriage. Arr. by date of marriage. For indexes,

see entries 56, 59. 1839-78, hdw,; 1879—, hdw. on pr. fra. 70 - 300 p.

18 X 13 :c 2 - 8 x 6 X 4^. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

59. IITOEX TO liARRlAGES (Males), 1839—. 2 v, (l, 2),

Index to Marriage Register, entry 58, shov.dng names of male and female,

aiid book and page of entry. Arr. alph, by naBC of groom, Hdw, under pr,

hdgs, 150 p, 18 X 13 X l|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

50. j\PPLICATIOK FOR MARRIAGE LICBITSES, 1904—. 13 v. (1-12, 1 not

numbered)

.

implications for maxringe licenses, showing najno, address, and age of

male and female, date -nd number of application, and signature of cou:ity

clerk. 1904r-35, arr. by date of license; 1935—, arr, by certificate no.

For index, see entry 56, Hdvr. on pr. fm, 320 - 634 p. 14 x 12 x | -

18 X 13 X ^. V. 1-11, 1904r-31, attic strn, , 3rd fl.; v. 12, 1 not num-

bered, 1932— , CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Licenses and Registers

Registers of Officers
/

51. REGISTER OF COUNTY OFFICERS, 1839—. 2 v. (l not lettered, 3).

Register of county officers, showing names of officer, office, and svireties,

dates of inauguration and term expiration, oath, and amount of bond. Also

contains Oath of Officers, 1915—, entry 83. Arr, by date of inauguration,

ITo index, 1839-54, hdw,; 1855—, hdw, under pr, hdgs. 120-250 p.
8 X 5 X 1 - 15 X 12 X 2. 1 v. not lettered, 1839-55, attic strm., 3rd fl.;

V, B, 1865—, CO. clk.'s vlt,, Ist fl.
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County Clork - Licenses (63-67)

and Registers

Professional Licenses amd Regis-
ters (See also entry 179Lii,vi])

62. PHYSICIAl'IS' CERTIFICAT3 RECORD, 1877—. 3 v. (l, 1 not num-

bered, 2).

Copies of physicians' certificates, including accoucheurs, 1879— , ostec-

paths and chiropodists, 1902— , showing nane and residence of practitioner,

college attended, years of practice, naaes of examiners, signature of chair-

maJi of state board, and date of filing. Arr. by date of filing. Indexed

alph. by name of practitioner. 1877-1909, hdw. on pr. fm. ; 1910— , hdw.

and typed on pr. fm. 150 - 250 p. 18 x 13 x 1 - 18 x 13 x 2-|-. Co. elk. 's

vlt., 1st fl.

63. REGISTER OF PHYSICIANS AITO ACCOUCHEURS, 1877-1927. 1 v.

Register of certificates of physicians and accoucheurs, showing name,

residence, auid business address of practitioner, and date and number of

certificate. Arr. by date of certificate. Indexed alph. by name of practi-

tioner. Hdi7. under pr. hdgs. 200 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl,

64. RECORD OF DENTAL SURGERY (Register), 1881—. 1 v.

Register of dentists' certificates, showing date, class, and number of

certificate, name and address of dentist, and date of registration, Arr.

by date of certificate. No index. Hdw. vmder pr. hdgs. 150 p. 18 x 12 x 1,

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

65. REGISTER OF VETERINARY SURGEONS' CERTIFICATES, 1910—. 1 v. (l).

Last entry 1912.
Register of veterinarians' certificates, shovdng date, class, and number of

certificate, names of veterinarian sind college, signatures of members of
board of examiners, and date of registration. Arr. by date of registration.
Indexed alph. by name of veterinarian. Kdv. under pr. hdgs. 200 p.

14 X 9 X l". Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

66. OPTOLIETRY REGISTRY, 1916—. 1 v. (l). Last entry 1917.
Register of optometrists' certificates, showing date, class, and n\imber of
certificate, nane and address of optometrist, signatures of members of
state board of examiners, and date of registration. Arr. alph. by name of
practitioner. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 18 x 13 x 2. Co.
elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

Patents

67. PATENT RECORD, 1866-72. 1 v. Subsequent records kept by the
United States Patent Office.

Copies of patents, showing number and date of patent, description of inven-
tion, and name of inventor. Arr. by date of -oatent. No index. Hdw. on
pr. fm. 300 p. 17 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt.', 1st fl.
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County Clerk - Elections (68-73)

Militia Roll (See also
entry II5)

68. MILITIA ROLL RECOET, I86I-62. 1 v.

Record of military enrollments, showing name, a^e, and rank of enlisted
man, date and place of enrollment, and name of township, Arr. aiph ty
name of twp. No index. How. 200 p. I6 x 12 x 1^. Co. clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl.

Stallion Certificates

69. (REGISTRATION OF STALLION CERTIFICATES). 1889-91. In Marks,
Brands and Estrays, entry 70.

Record of stallion cprtificates, showing name of owner, registration num-
ber, description of sire, year foaled, where tred, pedigree, terms, where
stationed, and signature of secretary of "board of agriculture. Hdw.

Estrays, llarks and Brands

70. MARKS, BHAJ3DS AND ESTRAYS, 1862--. 1 v. ( a) . Last entry 1891.
Record of cattle marks and brands, showing name of owner, description
and illustration of mark or brand, and date of recordation. Also contains
(Registration of Stallion Certificates), IS89-9I, entry 59, and Estray
Record, 1888— , entry 71. Arr. by date of recordation. No index. Hdw.
250 p. lU X 10 X 1. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

71. ESTRAY RECORT, I8UO-87. 3 v. 18SS— in Marks, Brands and
Estrays, entry 70.

Record of estray notices, showing date, kind, description, and appraised
value of estray, place and najne of person taking up estray, amount of costs
and final disposition of estray. Arr. by date of notice. No index. Hdw.
120 p. 8 X 6 X -?. Co. elk. »s vlt., 1st fl.

For other estray notices, 1839-1911. see entry 85[vi].

Dog Licenses

72. DOG TAG RECORD, 1919-27. 2 v. (l, B) . 1928-- in Assessor's
Books, entry 24.

Lists of dog tags issued, showing name of owner, tag number, date of issue,

and amount of tax. Arr. by date of issue. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

100 - 500 p. 16 X 12 X 1 1/2 - 18 x 13 x 2 1/2. Attic strm. , 3rd fl.

Elections

73. (MISCELLANEOUS ELECTION PAPERS), 1915—. 5 bdl. (1915-34);

1 f.b. (1928—).
Miscellaneous election papers, including canvass books, poll and tally

books, election notices, and sample ballots; also contains Petitions to

Have Name Placed on Official Ballot, 1930-34, entrj' 74; (Applications for

Absentee Ballots), 1930-34, entry 75; and Abstract of Votes, 1938— , entry

76. No obvious arr. No index. Hdw.; typed; hdw. and typed on pr. fro.;

hdw. and typed under pr. hdgs. F.b. 8x5x4; bdl. 8x6x4. 5 bdl.,

1915-34, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 1 f.b., 1928— , co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Clerk - Bonds of (74-79)
Officers

74. PETITIONS TO HA.VE NAJffi PLACED ON OFFICIAL BALLOT, 1935—.
1 f,b.(52l). 1930-34 in (I'liscellaneous Election Papers), entry 73,

Petitions to have name placed on official ballot, shov/inp; names of peti-

tioners, party, tovmship, and signers, date, affidavit and address of peti-

tioners, and date of filing, Arr. by date of petition. No index. Hdw, on

pr. fm. and hdvv. under pr. hdgs. 14 x 10 l/2 x 4 l/2. Co. clk.'s vlt.,.lst

fl,

75. (APPLICATIONS FOR ABSEIJTEE BALLOTS), 1935—. 1 f.b. (511), 1930-
34 in (Miscellaneous Election Papers), entry 73,

Applications for absentee ballots, shov:ing date of election, precinct num-
ber, reason for voting by absentee ballot, and signature of county clerk.

Arr. hy date of election. No index. Hdw, on pr, fm. 10 l/2 x 4 l/2 x 14.

Co. die's vlt., 1st fl.

76. ABSTRACT OF VOTES, 1915-27, 1 f.d, 1884-1914 in (County Clerk's
Miscellaneous Files), entry 85; 1928— in (Liscellanoous Election
Papers), entry 73.

Abstract of votes cast at prinr.ry and general oloctions, shovri.ng nc:.mes of

office, candidate, tovmship, and tovm or village, precinct number, number of
votes received by each candidate, totcl votes cr;st, t-nd dates of election
and filing, Arr. alph. by title of office. No index. Typed under pr,

hdgs, 26 X 24 x 28, Attic strm., 3rd fl,

77. RECORD OF BALLOTS, 1392— . 16 v.
Record of ballots delivered to each precinct, shov/ing number of precinct,
dates of delivery and return, quantity of ballots delivered and returned,
name of person delivered to, and numbers of absentee, spoiled, used, and
rejected ballots, 1892-1909, arr, by date of delivery; 1910— , no obvious
arr. No index, Hdv/^, under pr. hdgs. 8 - 200 p. 6 x 4 x l/4 - 16 x 10 x 1.

Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl.

78. ERILIASY POLL BOOKS, 1915—, 276 v.

Poll boolts of primary elections, shov;-ing names of judges, clerks, and can-
didates, titles of offices, party, number of votes sast^ and date of election
Arr, by date of election. No index, Hd^Y, under pr, hdgs. 30 p. 15 x 11 x l/2,
161 .v., 19]5-2G, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 115 v., 1929— , co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Bonds of Officers
(See also entries 3, 85[i], 126, 179[iv])

79. OFFICIAL BONDS, 1927—. 2 f.b, (342, 343),
Original bonds of county, tov;nship, and municipal officials, including
supervisors' bonds, 1937— ; sheriff's bonds, 1934— ; coroner's bonds, 1952—

;

superintendent of schools' bonds, 1937— ; treasurer's bonds, 1934— ; deputy
sheriffs' bonds, 1927— ; justice of peace bonds, 1935; constables* bonds,
1932— ; assessors* bonds, 1934— ;

police magistrates' bonds, 1932— ; city
commissioners' bonds, 1939— ; and special deputy sheriffs' bonds, 1930, shovdng
date, names of principal and sureties, date, amoimt, and obligations of
bond, and date of filing, Arr, by date of bond. Ho index, Hdw, on pr» fm,

14 X 10 1/2 X 4 1/2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.



- 115 -

County Clerk - Oaths of Officers; (S0-g5)

Fees, Receipts and Expenditures;
Miscellaneous Papers

go. ASSESSORS' BOND RECORT , 1899—. 2 v. (A, B) . 1239-98 in Super-

visors' Record, entry 3.

Copies of assessors' "bonds, showing names of assessor and sureties, and date,

amount, and terms of bond. Arr. ty date of "bond. Indexed alph. ty name of

assessor. Hdw. on pr. fm. 3OO p. 18 x I3 x 1^). Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

gl. SUPERVISORS' BOMDS, I91U— . 1 v. (l), 1833-1913 in Supervisors'

Record, entry 3»
Copies of supervisors' bonds, showing names of township, supervisors, and

sureties, date, terms, and amount of bond, and acknowledgment. Arr, by date

of bond. Indexed alph, by name of twp, Hd-w, on pr. fm, J)00 p.
18 x 13 X 2. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

82. SUPERVISORS' BOOT FOR DOG TAX, 1882-90. 1 v.

Copies of bonds of supervisors for performance of duty in collecting dog tax,

showing names of supervisor and sureties, and amount, date, and terms of bond,

Arr, by date of bond. Indexed alph, by name of supervisor, Hdw. on pr, fm.

300 p. 18 X 13 X 2. Co, clk.'s vlt., Ist fl.

Oaths of County Officers
(See also entries S5[i], 179Civ])

83. OATH OF OFFICERS, I839-I91U. 5 v. I915— in Register of County

Officers, entry 6I.

Record of officials' oaths, showing names of official, person administering

oath, and office, dates of oath and filing, and acknowledgment. Arr. by date

of inauguration. No index. Hdw. 100 p, 8 x 6 x 1, Attic strm., 3rd fl.

Fees, Receipts and Expenditures

84. RECEIPT AND EXPEiffllTURE RECORD, COUi'ITY CLERK, 1874--. 4 v.

Register of receipts and expenditures, showing date, amo\int, .and purpose of
receipt or expenditure, name of payer or recipient, total amount of receipts
and expenditures, and balance available. Arr. by date of receipt or e:cpen-

ditur»» No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 318 p. 16 x 16 x 1 1/2. 2 v., 1874-
1901, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 1 v., 1903-27, co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.; 1 v.,

1928— , CO. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Miscellaneous Papers

85. (COUNTY CLERK'S MISCELLANEOUS FILES), 1833—. ^75 f.'b. (l-^"^ not

consecutive)

.

Miscellaneous papers filed in county clerk's office including;

i. Bonds and oaths of county officials, including recorder, circuit

clerk, treasurer, county superintendent of schools, state's at-

torney, county judge, constable, police magistrate, and county

supervisors, 1839— , showing date, amount, and obligations of
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County Clerk - Miscellaneous (85 cont.?

Bapers

bond, names of officials, person administering oath, and sure

ties, signatures of sureties and officials, title of office, and
dates of filing and approval.

ii. Certificates of incorporation of villages, including petitions,

court decrees, results of election, 1882--, showing names of

petitioners and village, description and location of village,

date and result of election, and date of filing.
iii. Certificates of purchase of school lands, including plats, 1838-

53, showing name and number of township and school district,

name of purchaser, de,te and amount of BPJ.e, nximber of acres sold,

legal description of property, signature of school commissioner,

and date of filing,
iv. Inquest papers, 1855-77, showing dates of death end inquest,

case number, names of coroner, deceased, jurors, end witnesses,

physicians' statement, Jurors' verdict, signature and seal of

coroner, and book and page of entry.

V. Lists of cancelled county orders submitted by coiinty clerk,

1858— , showing date, amount, and purpose of order, names »»f re-

cipient and fund charged against, and total amount of checks

csincelled.
vi. Notices of estrays, 1839-1911, showing description of estray, ap-

praised value, date and place foTond, name of finder, and disposi-
tion of estray.

vii. Objections and exceptions filed by property owners against excess
taxes, 1858—, showing date of filing, name of owner, legal de-

scription of property, assessed value, amount of taxes assessed,
and cause of complaint,

viii. Plats of school lands sold by various school districts in sections

16, 1838-53, showing name and naimber of school district and town-

ship, date, scale, boundary lines, location of Ipjid, acroage,

date of filing, and name of svirveyor.

ix. State-aid ror.d papers, including contracts, proposals, advertise-

ments and acceptance of proposals of bids, job specifications

and blueprints, 1916, showing name of contractor, date ^d terma

of contract, name and location of road, and date of filing.

X. Tax schedules of railroad property, 1856— , showing name of rail-

road, district number, itemized list and value of property, si^
nat\ire of assessor, and date of filing.

Also contains Supervisors' Proceedings, 1839-1914, entry 1; Road Resolutions,

1839-1914, entry 2; Mothers' eJid Blind Pensions, 1913-34, entry 16; Jury

Lists, 1862-1919, entry 21; Tax Levies, 1856-74, 1928—, entry 22; Abstracts

of Tax Sales, 1856-65, entry 47; Birth Certificates. 1877-1915, entry 50;

Death Reports (and Stillbirth), 1877-1915, entry 53; Marriage Licenses, 1833-

1925, entry 57; (Oommon Law and Criminal Files). 1842—, entry 123; (Probate

Files), 1838—. entry 148; and Railroad Tax Objections, 1890-1932, entry 226.

Arr, by date of filing. 1839-71. no index; for index, 1872—, sec entry 122.

Hdw. , typed, \and hdw, and typed on pr. fm. 10 1/2 x 4 1/2 x 14. Co. elk. '

s

vlt., Ist fl.



(Next entry 86, p. 119)

III. RECORDER

The recorder of Effingham County v;as originally appointed by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. •' In 1833, the year in
•which Effingham County was organized, the amount of his bond was set at
$500, The office became elective in 1835, for a four-year tern, and the
bond was to be approved by the county commissioners' court, A two-year
tern became effective in 1847.^ V/^ith the adoption of the second consti-
tution the office of recorder was abolished, the duties of that office
being delegated to the circuit court clerk in an ex-officio capacity,

°

The present constitution reestablished the office of recorder in counties
having a population of sixty thousand or more, but continued fche provision
of the prior constitution for other counties. As the population of

Effingham never reached the minicum fixed by the constitution, the circuit
court clerk in this county has retained his ex-officio duties as recorder.
The amount of the recorder's bond v/as set at $5,000 in 1872, and was to be
approved by the county judge, ^ This amount was raised in 1874 to $10,000
for counties having the population of Effingham. A copy of the bond is
entered upon the records of the county court,

^

Assistants and deputies are appointed by the recorder in a number as
determined by rule of the circuit court and as entered upon the court
record, '•^ The compensation of the assistants and deputies is set by the
county board, Written oaths of deputies are filed with the Secretary of
State, 12

In accordance with the duty of the recorder to record at length all
written instruments, the follov/ing records are required to be kept:

1, An entry book in which data relating to date and
order of receipt of instruments to be recorded or

1, E.L>1829 , p, 117,
2, Ibid,

3, L,1855 , p, 1S6,
4, U1845, p, 28, Effective in 1847.

5, Constitution of 1848, Art, V^ sec. IS; L,1849 , p, 64,

6, Constitution of 1870, Art, X, tec, 8; R.S.1874 , p, 833,
7, Census shows population of Effingham County 19,556 in 1920 and 19,013

in 1930 ( Population Bulletin , p, 8),
8, L, 1871-72 , p, 645,
9, R.S.1874 , p, 833.

10, Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec, 9i R. 5.1874 , p, 853,
11, Constitution of 1670, Art, Z, see. 9,

12, R.S>1874 , p. 833,
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filed, and the names of parties and location of
property, with a "brief description of the premises,
are entered. Each of such instruments is numbered
by the recorder with the corresponding number of

the entry. The entry book serves as a table of
contents, with descriptive memoranda, for all
instruments recorded at length or filed in the

recorder's office.
2. Well-bound books for recording at length any instru-

ment in writing entitled to be recorded, in the order
of time of its reception. Separate books are allowed
to be kept for the recording of different classes of

instruments and two distinct series of document num-
bers ma^' be used in recording documents received for
recordation. One series preceded by the letter "B"

is for the recordation of bills of sales of personal
property, chattel mortgcOges, releases, extensions, and
assignments thereof. The other series of document
nvimbers is for sLLl other instruments received for

recordation.
3. Grantor and grantee indexes. In the grantor index

axe listed the names of the grantors in alphabetical
order and the names of the grantees. The grantee
index shows the names of the grantees in alphabetical
order and the names of the grantors. Each index also

shows the date of the instrument, time of receipt,

kind of instrument, consideration, book and pa^o of

recordation, or the number under which it is filed,

and a brief description of the premises.

4. Indexes to each book of record in which are entered in

alphabetical order, the names of each grantor and grantee

and page on which the instrument is recorded. This series

indexes instruments such as powers of attorney! chattel

mortgages, and those recorded by corporations.
5. An index to recorded maps and plats, based on location

of property, sometimes arranged by section, township,

and range.
6. An abstract book, in effect indexing records by showing

for each tract every conveyance or incvunbrance recorded,

its execution and filing date, and the book and pago of

its recordation. Series optional, with county board.

7. A separate book to record certificates of honorable dis-

charge from military, aviation, and naval service.!

1. L.1819 . p. 18,20.21; R.L.1829 . p. 116,117; L.1B47 . p. 69; L.1355 .

p. 254; L.1867 . p. 148; L.1869 . p. 2; L. 1871-72 . p. 545,646; L.1373 .

p. 144; R.S.1874 . p. 834-45; L.1917 . p. 652; L.1935 , p. 521; L.1955-

34, Third Sp. Sess., p. 214.
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Recorder - Entry Books; (86-88)
Instruments Recorded

The recorder, in recording at .length any instrument in writing, is
permitted to make a handwritteri or typewritten transcription, a photo-
graphic or photostatic reproduction, or use a combination of these methods.
In addition to the instruments received for recordation, the recorder is
required, upon receipt, to file any mortgage, trust deed, or conveyance of
personal property having the effect of a mortgage or lien upon such prop-
erty which is endorsed with the words, "This instrument to be filed, but
not recorded.' The recorder marks such instruments "filed" and enters
the time of their receipt and files them in his office.

^

Entry Books

86. ENTRY BOOK, 1865—. 11 v. (A-G, I-L) . Missing: 1918-20.
Entry books for instruments left for recording, showing number and type
of instrument, names of grantor and grantee, legal description of prop-
erty, date of recording, and book and page of entry. Arr. by date of
recording. No index. Kdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 18 x 13 x 3.

V. A-G, I, 1865-1925, attic strra. , 3rd fl.; v. J, K, 1926-35, cir. clk.'s
vlt., 1st fl.; V. L, 1937— , cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Instruments Recorded

GeneraJ.

87. (UNCALLED FOR DOCUMENTS), 1921—. 32 pigeon holQs.

Documents left for recording and not called for, including deeds, mort-
gages, chattel mortgages, and lions. Arr. alph. by name of OAvner. No

index. Hdw. ; typed; hdw. on pr. fm.; typed on pr. fm. 5x5x8. Cir.

clk.'s off., 1st fl.

88. MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS, 1874 23 v. (13-190 not consecutive).

1833-73 in Deed Record, entry 91.

Records of miscellaneous instruments including:

i. Assignments of mortgages and leases, 1874—, showing names of

principals, legal description of property, consideration, and

dates of instrument and filing.
ii. Bills of sale, 1874— , showing names of buyer and seller, legal

description of property, consideration, and dates of instrument

and filing.
iii. Deeds, 1874— , showing names of grantor and grantee, legal des-

cription of property, consideration, and dates of instrument

and filing.

1. L. 1933-34 , Third Sp. Sess., p. 214.

2. L.1937
, p. 521; L.1929

, p. 592-94.



- 120 -

Recorder - Instrumente (89, 90)
Recorded

Iv. Certificates of elections of church and lodge officials, showing
naae* of organization, officials elected, and person signing in-
strunent, location of orgajiization, and dates of election and
filing,

V, Leases, 1936~, showing naaes of lessor smd lessee, legal de-
scription of property, terms, length of lease, and dates of in-
stnunent and filing,

vi. Mortgages, 1874--, showing names of mortgagor and mortgagee, legal
description of property, consideration, dates of Instirument and
maturity, rate of interest, and date of filing.

vii. Plats, 1833—, showing description and location of survey, town-
ship and section numbers, date of plats, legal description of
property, and boundary lines.

viii. Property leases, 1874--, showing names of lessor and lessee, legal
description, terns, length of lease, euid dates of instrument aad
filing.

ix. Releases of mortgages and assignments, 1874--, showing names of
mortgagor, mortgagee, releasor, and releasee, legal dtscription of
property, consideration, and dates of instrument and filing.

X. Road district plats, 19D0«~, showing names aind numbers of road dis-
trict and township, name of clerk, description of road, gind date
of filing.

xi. Wills, 1874— , showing names of maker, beneficiary, and witnessess,
legal description of property, provisions emd terms of will, and
dates of instrument and filing.

Also contains Assignment of Mortgage Record, 1875-94, entry 1G4; Oil and
Oas Record, 1905-21, entry 116; and Miscellaneous Oil Record, 1936-37, en-
try 117. Arr, by date of Instrument. Indexed alph. by name of principal
or organization; for sep. indexes, 1874— , 1875— , respectively, see entries
89, 100; for additional index to deeds, 1874-87, s«e entry 90; for index to

releases, 1909—, see entry 101; for index to plats, see entry 118. 1874-

1903, hdw.; 1904—, typed. 600 p. 18 x 12 i 2, Cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

Deeds (See also entry 88Ciii])

89. OEKSHAL INDEX, GRANTOR Al© GRANTEE, 1833 22 v. (1-19 not con-
secutive, grantor; 1-19 not consecutive, grantee).

Index to IJiscellameous Records, entry 88; Deed Record, entry 91; Trust Deed
Record, entry 92; Sheriff Tax Deeds and Deeds of Trust, entry 93; Warranty
Deeds Record, entry 94; Quitclaim Deed Record, entry 95; Master Deed Rec».

ord, entry 96; Ceme4ery Deed Record, entry 97; Illinois Central Railroad
Deeds, entry 98; and Mortgage Records, 1854-74, entry 102, showing names of
principals, type and date of instrument, consideration, legal description of
property, book and page of recording, and date of filing. Arr. alph. by
names of grantee and grantor. Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 2.

Cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

90. GENERAL INDEX OF DEEDS, 1833-87. 1 v.

Index to deed records listed in general index, showing names of grantor and
grantee, type of instrument, legal description of property, book and page of
recordation, ajid date of filing. This index has been transcribed into Gen-
eral Index, Grantor and Grantee, entry 89, Arr, alph. by name of principal.
Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 440 p, 18 x 12 x 1^. Cir. elk. 's vlt., Ist fl.
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Recorder - Instruments (91-95)

Recorded

91* DEED RECORD, 1833~. 51 v. (A-E, H-K, N-P, R-Y, 2,3,5,7,8,10,15,
17,19,20,23,26,27,34,35,39,52,63,54,66,71,106,118,126,141,149,157,
167,179,191). Title varies: Records, v. A-D, 1833-52.

Copies of deeds, including plats, showing names of graxitor and grantee,

instrument number, consideration, legal description of property, and dates
of filing and recording. Also contains Miscellaneous Records, 1833-73,

entry 88; Trust Deed Record, 1833-66, entrj' 92; Sheriff Tax Deeds and Deeds
of Trust, 1833-67, entry 93; Warranty Deeds Record, 1833-69, entry 94; Q;ait-

claim Deed Record, 1833-73, entry 95; Master Deed Record, 1833-80, entry 96;

Cemetery Deed Record, 1851-1924, entry 97; Illinois Central Railroad Deeds,
1887— , entry 98; Release Records, 1833-53, entry 103; Chattel Mortgage
Record, 1833-66, entry 106; Sheriff's Certificate of Sale, 1842-68, entry
111. Arr. "by date of instrument. For index, see entry 89; for additional

index, 1833-87, see entry 90; for index to plats, see entry 118. Hdw. and

typed on pr. fm. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

92. TRUST DEED RECORD, 1857—. 2 v. (2, 62). Title varies: Sale

Mortgage and Trust Deeds, v. 2, 1867-89, 1833-66 in Deed Record,

entry 91.

Copies of trust deeds, showing names of grantor and grantee, description of

property, date, consideration, interest rate, and dates of deed and record-

ing. Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph. by name of grantor] for sep.

index, see entry 89; for additional index, 1867-87, see entry 90. Hdw. on

pr. fm. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

93. SHERIFF TAX DEEDS AND DEEDS OF TRUST, 1858—. 1 v. (1). 1833-67

in Deed Record, entry 91.

Copies of tax deeds and deeds of trust, showing names of sheriff, property

owner, and purchaser, legal description of property, consideration, and dates
of deed and filing. Arr. by date of filing. For index, see entry 89; for

additional index, 1868-87, see entry 90. Hdw. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

94. WARRAITOY DEEDS RECORD, 1870—, 36 v. (40,47,49,54,65,74,76,78,85,
86,90,92,94,99,103,104,108,113,116,119,121,129,134,137,140,142,145,
148,151,154,158,153,168,172,177,132). 1833-69 in Deed Record,

entry 91.

Copies of warranty deeds, shov;ing names of grantor and grantee, consideration,

legal description of property, dates of instrument and filing, ajid acknow-

ledgment. Arr. by date of filing. For index, see entry 89; for additional

index, 1870-87, see entry 90. Hdw. on pr. fm. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 5. Cir.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

95. qUITCLAIM DEED RECORD, 1874—. 13 v. (11,33,38,59,73,82,95,100,
123,136,153,171,181). 1833-73 in Deed Record, entry 91.

Copies of quitclaim deeds, showing names of grantor and grantee, legal de-

scription of property, consideration, date and number of instrument, and

date of filing. Arr. by date of filing. For sep. index, see entry 89; for

additional index, 1874-87, see entry 90. Hdw. on pr. fm. 400 p.

18 x 13 X 3. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Recorder - Instruments (9^-^-'-)

Recorded

96. MASTER DEED HECORD, 1881--. 2 v. (28, 83), Title varies: Master's
Tax Deed Record, v, 28, I88I-96. 1833-80 in Deed Record, entry 91.

Copies of master-ln-chatncery deeds, showing names of master, grantee, and
recorder, dates of deed and recording, consideration, instrnment number, and

legal description of property, Arr. Tiy date of recording. For index, see

entry 89; for additional index, I88I-S7, see entry 90, Hdw, on pr, fm. UOO p,
18 X 13 X 3. Cir, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

97. CEMETERY DEED RECORD, 1925~. 1 v. (I55). I85I-I92U in Deed Record,
entry 91.

Copies of cemetery deeds, showing nanes of grantor, grantee, and cemetery,

consideration, legal description, and dates of doed and recording, Arr. "by

date of recording. Indexed alph, by name of grantor; for scp, index, see

entry 89, Hdw. on pr, fm,; typed on pr, fm, ; typed, UoO p, 18 x 13 x 3*

Cir, elk, 's vlt., 1st fl,

98. ILLINOIS CETITRAL RAILROAD DEEDS, I87O-86. 1 v. I887— In Deed
Record, entry 91.

Copies of railroad deeds, showing names of grantor, grantee, railroad,
trustees, president, and secretary, consideration, instrument number, legal
description of property, and dates of recording and deed, Arr, by date of
recording. Indexed alph, by name of grantee; for sep, indexes, see entries

89, 90, Hdw. on pr, fm, 6OO p, 18 x I3 x 2^. Cir,' elk, »s vlt., 1st fl,

99. ASSESSMENT iND RELEASE OF DAMAGES ST. L. V. & T. H, .R. R. , 1868-

69. 1 V,

Estimates of damages due land owners for release of right of way to railroad,
showing release of right of way, legal description of land, ano\int of dam-
ages, and date of filing, Arr, by date of filing. No index, Hdw, on pr,
fm, 320 p, 18 X 12 X li. Cir, elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl.

Mortgages - Real Property
also entry 88 [i, vi, ix])

(See

100. GENERAL INDEX MORTGAGOR, MORTGAGEE, I875— . I6 v, (8 not lal>eled,

mortgagor; 8 not labeled, mortgagee).
Index to Mortgage Records, entry 102, and Miscellaneous Records, entry 88,
showing names of mortgagor and mortgagee, logril description of property, con-

sideration, book and -page of entry, and dates of filing. Arr. alph, by names
of mortgagor and mortgagee, Hdw. -ondor pr. hdgs, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir.

elk, "s vlt,, Ist fl.

101. RELEASOR AND ASSIGNOR - RELEASE AND ASSIGlffiE INDEX, I909— . 5 v,

(1, 2, 1909-3^» releasor and assignor; 1, 2, 1909-3^, releasee
and assignee; 3» 1935— 1 releasor and assignor - releasee and
and assignee).

Index to Release Records, entry 103; Assignment of Mortgage Record, entry lOU;

EOid releases of mortgages and assignments in Miscell?ineous Records, entry 88,
including maorginal releases, showing names of releasor, releasee, assignor,
and assignee, type of instrument, legal description of property, book and
page of recordation, and book and page of release. Arr, alph, by name of
principal. Hdw. under pr, hdgs, 6OO p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir, elk, 's vlt,,
1st fl.
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Recorder - Instruments (102-106)

Recorded

102. MORTGAGE RECORDS, 1854--. 63 v. (G, M, Q, 1-186 not consecutive).
1833-53 in Deed Record, entry 91.

Copies of mortgages, including marginal releases and assignments, showing

names of mortgage and mortgagor, legal description of property, considera-

tion, date due, rate of interest, and dates of instrument and filing. Also
contains Release Records, 1854-73, entry 103, and Assignment of Mortgage

Record, 1868-74, entry 104. Arr. by date of instrument. Indexed alph. by
name of mortgagor; for sep. indexes.. 1654-74, see entries 89, 90; for sep,

index, 1875--, see entry 100. 1854-69, hdw. ; 1870-93, hdw. on pr. fm,

;

1894--, hdw. and typed on pr. fm. 600 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir. clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl.

103. RELEASE RECORDS, 1874--. 3 v. (12, 68, 89, 93, 96, 133, 138, 169').

1833-53 in Deed Record,' entry 91; 1854-73 in Mortgage Records,

entry 102.

Copies of releases of recorded mortgages, showing names of grantor and
grantee, legal description of property, amount and terms of mortgage, consid-
eration, and dates of instrument and recording. Arr. by date of recording.
Indexed alph. by name of releasor; for sep. index, 1909— , see entry 101.

Kdw. on pr. fm. 600 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

104. ASSIGNMENT OF MORTGAGE RECORD, 1895—. 1 v. (77). 1868-74 in
Mortgage Records, entry 102; 1875-94 in Miscellaneous Records,
entry 88.

Record of assignments of mortgages, showing names of assi,^nor and assignee,
dates of mortgage, assignment, and filing, legal description of property,
and consideration. Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph. by name of
assignor; for sep. index,^ 1909— , see entry 101. Hdw. on pr. fm. 640 p.
18 x 12 X 2|. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Mortgages - Chattel

105. UNRECORDED CHATTEL MORTGAGES, 1934—. 1 f.d.
Unrecorded chattel mortgages showing names of m.ortgagor and mortgagee,
description of property, amount of mortgage, and date of filing. Arr. by
date of filing. No index. Hdw. and typed on Dr. fm.. 15 x llg- x 26. Cir,
clk.'s off., 1st fl.

106. CHATTEL MORTGAGE RECORD, 1857—. 15 v. (1 not numbered, 16, 3,

6-17). Missing: 1911-12. 1833-66 in Deed Record, entry 91.

Copies of chattel mortgages and extensions, including bills of sale, showing
names of mortgagor and mortgagee, consideration, legal description of prop-
erty, dates of instrument and recording, satisfaction, and acknowledgment.
Arr. by date of recording. 1867-76, no index; 1877— , indexed alph. by
name of mortgagor; for sep. index, 1876— , see entry 107. 1867-1932, hdw.
on pr. fm; 1933— , typed on pr. fm. 450 p. 18 x 13 x 3. 1 v. not numbered,
v. 16, 1867-1910, attic strm., 3rd fl.; v. 3, 6-17, 1877--, cir. clk.'s
vlt., 1st fl.
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Jlecorder - Instruments (IO7-III)

Recorded

107. CHATTEL MORTGAGE INDEX, 1876--. U v. (5, 7-9).

Index to Chattel Mortgage Record, entry IO6, showing names of mortgagee

and mortgagor, dates of instrument and filing, consideration, description

of property, and book and page of entry. Arr. alph. by name of mortgagort

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 6OO p. 18 x 13 x 2-|-. V. 5, 187&-99, attic strm. , 3rd

fl.; V. 7-9, 1900--, cir. elk. «s vlt. , 1st fl.

Certificates of Levy (See

also entry 181)

108. MASTER'S AND SHERIFF'S CERTIFICATES, 1920—. 1 v. (l).

Copies of sheriff's certificates of levy and redemption, and master's

certificates of sale, redemption, and purchase, showing names of plain-

tiff, defendant, purchaser, redeemer, and' master or sheriff, legal de-

scription of property, date, amount, and purpose of levy, and date, place,

and amount of sale or redemption, and acknowledgment. Master's Certificate

of Purchase Record, entry IO9, and (Sheriff 's) Certificates of Levy and Redemp-

tion, entry 110, formerly kept separately. Arr, by date of recording. In-

dexed alph. by name of plaintiff. Typed. 6OO p. 18 x 13 x 3, Cir. elk, 's

vlt,, 1st fl.

109. MASTER'S CERTIFICATE OF PURCHASE RECORD, 1868-1919. 2 v. (A, C),

Title varies: Master's Certificate of Sale and Redemption, v. A,

I868-97. 1920— in Master's and Sheriff's Certificates, entry 108.

Copies of master's certificates of sale, redemption, and purchase, showing

names of plaintiff, defendant, purchaser, redeemer, and master, legal de-

scription of property, date, place, amount, and conditions of sale or

redemption and acknowledgment, Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph.

by name of plaintiff. Hdw. on pr. fm. 5OO p. I5 x 11 x 2 l/2. Cir. elk. 's

vlt., 1st fl.

For other master's certificates of sale, redemption, and purchase too

lengthy to fit staiidard forms, see entry 112.

110. (Sheriff's) CERTIFICATES OF LEVY AlTD RSDSIPTIOK, I86I-I919. 1 v.

1920— in Master's and Sheriff's Certificates, entry 108.

Copies of sheriff's certificates of levy and redemption, showing names of

plaintiff, defendant, sheriff, and redeemer, legal description of property,

date, amount, and purpose of levy, amount of redemption and court costs,

and acknowledgment, Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph. by name of

plaintiff. Hdw. on pr. fm. 58O p. 18 x lU x 3. Cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

For other certificates of levy and redemption too lengthy to fit

standard forms, see entry 112,

111. SHERIFF'S CERTIFICATE OF SALE, I869— . 1 v. (a). 18^+2-68 in

Deed Record, entry SI,
Copies of sheriff's certificates of sale, showing names of owner and purchaser,

legal description of property, date, amount, and conditions of sale, and

acknowledgment. Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph. by name of pur-
chaser. Hdw. on pr. fm. 300 p. I5 x 12 x 2. Cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.
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Recorder - instruments V112-117)

Recorded

112. I>t/.STER"^ Aro SPllCIAL C0MMISSI0N3P.'S Ci:nTIFICATi;S OF SAL!-: AND R:S -

DUI^IPTION, 1871—. 1 V. (B), Lp.3t entry 1923.

Copies of sheriff's certif Icf.tes of levy and redemption and nv.ster's cer-

tificates of sale and redemption and purchase too lengthy to fit standard

forms, showing names of plaintiff, defendant, purchaser, redeemer, and

master or sheriff, legal description of property, date, amount, and purpose

of levy, date-, amount, and condition of sale or redemption, and acknowledg-

ment. Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alnh. by name of plaintiff.

I87O-I902, hdw. ; 1903—, typed. 6OO p. 18 x I3 x 3. Cir. clic.'s vlt.,

1st fl.

For other sheriff's certificates of levy and r^edemption, and master's

certificates of sale, redemption, and purchase, see entries 109, HO*

Bonds of Officers

113. TOm COLLIJCTORS' BOND RECORD, 1897-1918. 1 v. I86O-96 in

Supervisors' Record, entry 3-

Copies of town collectors' bonds, showing names of collector, sureties,

and township, date, amount, and obligations of bond, and date of recorda- '

tion. Arr. by date of recording. Indexed alph. by name of collector.

Hdw. on pr. fm. 5OO p. 18 x I3 x 2f. Attic strm. , 3rd fl.

Other Instruments

iiU. h"i:gistir Ni^irnis of Li\ND'3, 1900—. 1 V. (1).

Register of farm names, showing names of owner and farm, address, legal

description of farm, and number of acres. Arr. alph. by names of farm and
owner. No index. Hdw. imder pr. hdgs. 2Uo p. 17 x I3 x 1. Cir. elk. '3

vlt. , 1st fl.

115. SOLDI^S' (and -Jailors') DISCHZ-RG;! RECORD, 1919—. 1 v. (l).

Copies of World War soldiers' and sailors' discharges, showing names of

soldiers or sailors, commanding officer, and company, term of service,

service record, aJid dates of discharge and recording. Arr. by date of

recording. Indexed alph. by name of soldier. Hdw. on pr. fm. 60O p.

18 X 13 X 3. Cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

116. OIL AND GAS RECORD, 1922™. 10 v. (l-lO). 1905-2I in Miscel-
laneous Records, entry 88.

Copies of oil and gas leases, showing names of property owner and lessee,

legal description of property, consideration, and dates of instrument and
filing. Arr. by date of filing. Indexed alph. by name of lessor. Typed
on pr. fm. 53O p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

117. MISGELLAi^IEOUS OIL RICORD, 1938—. 2 v. (192, 195). 1936-37 in
Miscellaneous Records, entry 88.

Copies of miscellaneous oil documents, including assignments of oil and
gas leases, changes of depositories, corrections of leases, mineral deeds,
options on oil and gas royailties, releases of oil and gas leases, and
royalty assignments. Arr. by date of filing. Indexed alph. by name of per-
son recording instrument. Typed. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. ^ir. clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl.
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aJicL Plats

Maps and Plats
(See also entries 85[viii], 88[vii, x], 271, 272)

118. PUT INDEX, 1833—. 1 v. (l).

Index to Plat Record, entry 119, and Road Plat Record, entry 120; also
index to plats recorded in Miscellaneous Records, entry 88, and Deed
Record, entry 91, showing location, legal description of plat, narae of
town making addition, and name of person having plat made. Arr, by twp.,

sec, and range nos. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 400 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Cir.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

119. PLAT RECORD, 1859—. 3 v. (1, 1, 29), Title varies: Surveyor's
Record, v. 1, 1859-70.

Record of plats made by county surveyor, showing description and location
of survey, township, section, and range numbers, date of plat, legal de-
scription of property, and bo\andary lines. Also contains Rosid Plat Re-
cord, 1871-92, 1927—, entry 120. Arr. by sec, twp., and range nos.
For index, see entry 118. Hdw. and hand-drawn. 125 - 600 p.
25 X 18 X 2 - 18 X 13 X 4. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

120. ROAD PUT RECORD, 1893-1926. 1 v. 1871-92, 1927— in Plat
Record, entry 119.

Record of plats of roads, showing location of road, name and number of

township, length and width of road, points of terminus, name of surveyor,

and. dates of surveying and filing. Arr. by sec, twp., and range nos.

Indexed stlph. by name of twp.; for sep. index, see entry 118. Kdw.

400 p. 18 X 13 X 2 1/2. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

121. GOVERM.IENT SURVEY, 1874. 1 v.

Political maps of townships in Effingham County, showing name of township,

section, township, and range numbers, rivers, creeks, and boundaries of

township. Arr. alph. by twp. No index. Hand*-drawn. 2 in. to 1 mi.

48 p. 24 X 18 X 2. Cir. clk.'s vlt. 1st fl.



(Next entry 122, p. 134)

IV. COUNTY COURT

The county court serves as the judicial branch of county government.

This court is administered by the county judge who is elected for a ^our-

year term by the county electorate. Before entering upon the duties of

his office, the county judge is required to take and subscribe to an oath
w-hich he files vdth the Secretary of State. The compensation of the
Effingham county judge was originally set at $2.50 per diem for holding
court, which was paid quarterly out of the county treasury. 1. Today, the
judge in this county receives C'2,500 per annum. 2 The court hears and
determines matters in which it has original or concurrent jurisdiction,
including appeals from the justices of the peace and police magistrates.

3

At the time of the organization of Effingham County, the powers of the
judiciary in all counties were administered only by the justices of the
peace, 4 the probate judge, 5 and the circuit court. 6 Later, a civil and
criminal court with jurisdiction coextensive with the cqunty lines v:as

established under the provisions of the Constitution of '1848 and legisla-
tion of 1849.''^ The court created was the county court. This unit of coun-
ty government was established with a partial reversion to the dual function,
administrative and judicial, of the local judiciary in Illinois under the
Territorial Laws prior to 1818. The court v/as different from the terri-
torial courts in that its composition varied for each of the two functions.
The judicial court was administered by the county judge, who was elected
by the county electorate and commissioned by the Governor. Kis original
four-year tenure of office has remained effective to the present. 8 As the
administrative body, the court was made up of the county judge and tv;o

justices of the peace.

9

Under the second constitution complete separation of county business
povrers from the judicial could be had with the acceptance by the county
electorate of an independent adm.inistrative body, the board of supervisors

1.
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established under township organization.^ This plan of government. \TBa

not selected immediately, and Effingham was governed by the dvial ccionty

court until 1861 when the "board of st^jervisors became successor to the

county court in its jurisdiction over county effedrs and business. From

that date on, the county court has served only as a judicial court in

Effingham County.

The county court as established in 1849 was vested with the se.me civil

and criminal jurisdiction as the justices of the peace. The county judge

was made a conservator of the peace. He was given the same power and

authority as the circuit judge in preserving order in the court and p-unish-

ing contempts offered the court while in session. ^ Suits for the sale of

delinquent lands for tpoces of 1848, and prior years, could be brought and

presented in either the circuit or county court, but for taxes of subsequent

years, the county court was given exclusive original jurisdiction.'^ The court

also excercised jurisdiction equal with that of the circuit court over

naturalization.^

In addition to its civil and criminal jurisdiction, the court was vested

with all the powers and jxirisdiction in probate matters which were vested

prior to this date in the court of the probate justice. The coxirt was given

concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court in hearing and determining

applications for the sale of real estate of deceased persons ajid for the

payment of debts of the estate.^ In Effingham County the county jvidge has

served to the present day in his ex-officio capacity as judge of the probate

court. ^

The law jurisdiction of the county court in Effingham County is concu]>-

rent with that of the circuit court in that class of cases wherein the

justices of the peace have jurisdiction where the Talue of the amount in

controversy does not exceed $2,000, in all cases of appeals from justices

of the peace eJid police m?^istrates, and in all criminal offenses pjid misde-

1. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII. sec. 6; L.1849 , p. 192,202-4; L.1851 ,

p. 38,50-52.
2. L.1849 . p. 65.

3. Ibid., p. 126.
4. 2 U.S.S.L. 155.

5. L.1849 , p. 65.

6. Constitution of 1848, Art. V. sec. 16,18; L.1849 , p. 65; Constitution
of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 18; R.S.1874 , p. 339,340; L.1933 , p. 449,458.

7. Under the laws of 1872 and the revised statutes of 1874, the jurisdic-
tion was in cp.sos wherein the amount involved did not exceed $500

( L. 1871-72 . p. 325; R.S.1874 , p. 339,340). Legislation enacted in 1933
extended the jurisdiction to $2,000 ( L.1933 , p. 452), but a later amend-
ment of the same session, passed June 21, 1933, placed the jurisdiction
in cases where the amount involved is not over $1,000 (ibid., p. 449).

In 1939 jurisdiction was again extended to $2,000 ( L.1939 , p. 492).
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meanors where the pnnishment is not imprisonment in the penitentiary or

death. ^ The county court also he.s original jurisdiction in matters relat-
ing to indigent mothers^ and jurisdiction over insane persons not charged
with crimes.

3

The county and circuit courts have original jurisdiction in cases of

juvenile offenders. This jurisdiction is over matters dealing with depen-
dent, neglected, and delinquent children. The authority includes provision
for the treatment, control, maintenance, adoption, and guardianship of such

children.^

In 1899 provision was made for the appointment by the court of a
juvenile probation officer to serve without compensation from the public
trea.sury and at the pleasure of the court. 5 In 1907 an amendment to this
act authorized the court to allow compensation to such officers in a sum

to be set by the county board, but the power of the court to appoint pro-
"hation Officers to serve without pay wa.s in no way abridged by this legis-
lation." An amendment of 1925 provided that if more than one probation
officer were appointed, one was to be designated as chief probation officer.
To be eligible for the po'^ition of chief probation officer, the candidate
was required to have had experience in social welfare work equivalent to

one year spent in active practical welfare work. Minimum rates, based upon

population, were established for the compensation of these officers, the

county board to fix the amount. \There a county had only one probation
officer, the salary rates were made to apply to that individual. The court,

however, retains the po'^er to appoint probation officers to serve without

pay. 7 For Effingham County, and others with a population not exceeding
twenty-five thousand^ the rate is set at a sum of $50 a year for each
thousand inhabitants, but not to exceed $900 annually.

The officer under consideration makes investigation on order of the

court and takes cha.rge of the child before and after trial. He is required

to be present at the court hearings in order that he may represent the

interest of the child. This officer also furnishes information and assis-
tance as required by the court.

9

Upon petition filed with the clerk of the court for the removal of a

neglected or dependent child from the custody of its pa.rents or guardisji,

1. R.S.187U
. p. 3U0; L.1877 . P. 77: L.1895 . p. 212,223; L.1933 . p. ^^9-51.

2. L.1913 . p. 127; L.1915 . p. 2U3; L.1921 . p. 162-6U: L.1935 . p. 256-59.

3. L.18b9 . p. 366; P-.S.187^ , p. 685.
U. L.1899 . p. 131-37: L.1901

. p. lUl-UU; L.iq05 , p. 152-56; L.1907 . p. 70-

78.

5. L.1899 . p. 133-

6. L.1907 . p. 69.70.

7. L.I925 . p. 187.188.
8. In 1930 the population of IJffingham County was listed as 19.013

(Population Bulletin , p. 8).

9. L.1899 . p. 133: L.1925 . p. 187,188.
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process is issued for appeara-nce. The surnmons may bo served by the sheriff

or the duly appointed probation officer n,^

At any time after the filing of the petition and pending the final

disposirfcion, the court r.'.ay allov/ the child to renain in the possession of its

custodian, or in its home subject to the visitation of the probation officer;

or the child may be ordered in custody of the probation officer. ^ If

upon hearing the case the court finds the child to be dependent or

neglected, the court may commit the child to an association or institution,

or allovf the child to remain in his home subject to the visitation of the

probation officer. "^ In a similar fashion the probr.tion officer for adults,

an appointee of the circuit court, assists the county court in tho adminis-

tration of justice among adult violators.^

In cases of delinquency, if the court finds any child to be delinquent,

the court may commit the child to an institution or to the custody of the

probation officer. The court may, upon its discretion, send juVenile

offenders and vagrants to the state reform school rathor than to tho county

jail.

5

Another probation officer, an appointee of the county court, assists
the court in mothers' pension cases. The state and county funds for indigent
mothers and their children aro administered by the county court, its appointed
probation officers, the county board vdth the assistance of the county clerk,

the county treasurer, and the State Department of Public Yu'elfare, The county
court, however, is given original jurisdiction in these matters."

A mother v;hose husband is dead or incapacitated, or v.tio is abandoned by
her husband, is entitled to the benefits of the mothers' pension fund viien she

is in need. Such mother may file an application vdth the county court for

relief. The case of the applicant is then investigated by the probation
officer under the direction of tho court. "^ A report and recommendation of tho
approval or disapproval of such application is then raado by this officer of

the court. If tho application is approved, the probation officer or other

person may file with the clerk of tho court a written petition verified by
affidavit setting forth the facts giving the court jurisdiction and other facts
upon v^ich an order for relief is entered. Upon receipt of tho petition, a

summons is issued to the mother and the county board for appearance. Tho
us\aal procedure is for the board to make a vn-itten appearance. Upon the hear-

1. L .1899 , p. 132,133; L.1905 , p. 153,154; L,1907, p. 72,73,
2. L.1907', p. 74,
3. L.1925, p. 180,181.
4. L.1911, p. 280-82.
5. ^907, p. 75.
6. L.r913, p, 127-30; L.19 15, p. 243-45; L.1921, p. 162-64; L .1955 , p. 256-59,
7. L.1913, p. 127-30; 1.191 5, p. 244; L.1935, 'p. 256-59.
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ing in court, the court may make an order upon the county board to pay

monthly such money as may be necessary for the care of the mother and her
child or children in accordance with the provisions of law.

To carry out this procedure, the countj'- court appoints the probation
officer who serves during the pleasure of the court and is compensated for
his services by the county in such amount as determined by the county board.

As noted above, this officer is required to investigate all applications
for relief and make a v/ritten report to the court. In addition to this
duty, the probation officer makes quarterly visits and supervises, under
direction of the court, the families to which such assistance has been
granted.

The county board annually levies a tax on all taxable property to
provide for the mothers' pension fund. The Levy is made not in excess of

two-fifths of one mill on a dollar in Effingham County,^ In addition the
General Assembly, from time to time, makes appropriation to the State
Department of Public vTelfare, the funds, in turn, being distributed to the

several counties to supplement the pension fund. To become entitled to
the state appropriations, the county must meet the standards of administra-
tion set by the state agency. The county treasurer certifies to the state

department an itemized statement, attested by the county clerk, of the
money paid out during each quarter in accordance with the legislative pro-
visions for this pension and also certifies annually the total assessed
valuation and amount of money raised by tax lev^;- for the mothers' pension
fund.^

Jurisdiction in the election procedure is vested variously in the
county board, the county court, and the county clerk. In the event that

any city, village, or incorparated tavm. adepts the City Election Act the
county judge appoints a board of three election commissioners to have
charge of election in that political unit. Only one such board, however,
is appointed in each county. This board has jurisdiction over elections
in all cities* villages, or incorporated towns which may adopt the act.

Otherwise, jurisdiction is vested in the county board, county court, and
county clerk. The county court has original jurisdiction in election

contests for certain county, district, and tovmship offices*

Aiding in the settlement of questions arising in the course of the
election procedure is the county officers electoral board. This body con-

sists of the county judge as chairman, the county clerk, and the state's

attorney.

1, L.1913 , p, 127-00; L.1935 , p. 257-59,

2, L.1915 , p. 129,150;"TnM5 , p, 258.

3, L.1919 , p, 780,781; L.1927 , p, 196,197; L.1S28 , First Sp, Sess,,

p. 3,4; L.1953 , p. 194,195,

4, L.1935 , p. 259.

5, L.ieeS . p. 147-49; L.1899 , p. 163-65j L.1917 , p. 445,446; L.1929 ,

p, 399; L.1933 , p. 534; L. 1935-56 , Fourth Sp, Sess., p. 35.

6, L, 1871-78 , p, 596.
7, L,1891, p. 110,111; L,1933, p. 552.
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The several nomination papers for county offices axe filed with the

county clerk and are considered valid unless objections are made within

five days after the last day for filing such papers. Objections to nom-

inations are made to the county officers electoral board for any office

of the co\mty, park district, or other division coteminous with or less

than the county and other than a city, village, incorporated town, or

township. 1 The objector's petition is filed with the county clerk vAio

presents the same, together with the nomination papers or certificate,

before the electoral board. 2 The petition contains the objector's name

and residence, the nature of the objection, the interest of the objector,

and the relief sou^t of the board. 3 a notice of the hearing is sent to

the candidate. Upon hearing the objections, the boexd renders a final

decision by majority vote. In the event the candidate whose nomination

is protested is a member of the electoral board, the circuit judge is

required to fill his place.

^

Jurisdiction is vested in the county court to hear and determine all

questions relative to taxes on gifts, legacies and inheritance. ^ The act

granting this jurisdiction is generally known as the "Inheritance Tax
Law." Originally, the state's attorney was charged with the duty of

enforcing the provisions of this law; ^ however, since 1913 these duties have

been performed by the Attorney General.''' Under that law the co\inty judge

and the county clerk are required every three months to make a statement in
writing to the coxinty treasurer of the property from which or the paxty
from ^on he has reason to believe a tax under this act is due and unpaid.

8

The county treasurer is required to collect and pay to the State Treasurer
all taxes that may be due and payable xinder it.

9

Under an act of 1933, housing corporations may be organized in Illinois

for the express purpose of improving housing conditions. ^"-^ Such corpora-

tions are subject to the supervision and control of the State Housing Board.

This state agency has authority, after investigations and public hearingSf

to approve the acquisition of property and construction of housing projects.

If the State Housing Board approves a project over the objections of ten

percent of the property owners within a mile, but not included in the project,

it must then file an application with the clerk of the county court to be sub-

mitted to the county judge for the confirmation of its approval. Such applica^-

1. L.1891
, p. 110,111; L.1929 . p. 394.

2. L.1891 . p. Ill; L.1939 . p. 394; L.1933 , p. 552.

3. L.1929 , p. 394,596.
4. L.1933 . p. 552.
5. L.1395 . p. 306; L.1909 , p. 318.
6. L.ie95 . p. 306; L.1909 , p. 319.
7. L.1913 , p. 515,516; L.1935 , p. 1179,1180.
8. L.1G95 , p. 306; L.1909 , v. 319; L.1913 , p. 516.

9. L.1395 , p. 307; L.1909 . p. 319; L.1913 , p. 515.

10. L.1933. p. 396-415; L. 1955-34, Third Sp. Sess^, p. 167-74.
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tion is to contain copies of the findings PJid order of the board, transcript

of testimony, description of the project and public spaces, sta.tements of

location, and reasons for approval by the board. The objectors to the pro-

ject may file objections in the county court to the confirmation of such

a project. The county judge then examines the application, objections,

and any additional evidence before rendering a decision of "approved" or

"not approved" on the application.

1

Appeals from the Judgments and decisions of the county court mpy be

tpJcen to the circuit court. ^ To the Appellate Court or Supreme Court may

be taken and prosecuted appeals and writs of error in proceedings for the

sale of lands for taxes s.nd special assessments, in all common law and

attachment cas'SS, and in cases of forcible detainer sjid forcible entry and
detainer. Such appeals and writs of error are, when not otherwise pro-
vided, taken and prosecuted in the sam« manner as appeals and writs of

error from the circuit court.

3

The records of the county court are kept by its clerk. In Sffingham
County the county clerk is ex-officio clerk of the county coiort. In addi-
tion to the statutory records described below the clerk necessarily main-
tains others in effecting the court's orders.^

For the court the clerk keeps the following records!

1. Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the

court with alphabetical indexes by names of parties.
Proceedings ar.^ recorded at length only in cp.ses desig-
nated by law or when the court, at the motion and as-
sumption of expenses by one of the parties, so ord>^rs.

In practic-3, the court record has been broken down from
an early date into segrega.ted types of proceedings and
judgments,.

2. "Plaintiff-Defendant Index to Court Records" and "Defend-
ant-Plaintiff Index to Court Records," intended to be

separp.te records, but frequently combined in a single

volume with the two indexes segregated in each volume,

3. A general docket in which all suits are entered in the
order they are commenced.

U. A judgment and execution docket containing a coliiimfor

the entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In
practice, an execution docket is frequently set up in-

dependently.

1. L.1933 , p. 396-U15; L.I933-3U , Third Sp. Sess., p. I67-7U.
2. L.1933

. p. 396.

3. R.s.lg/U
, p. 339; L.1877 , p. 77; L.18gi , p. 66.

U, The form which such records take is generally determined by court
order ( L.lgU9 . p. 66; R.S.I87U . p. 262,263).
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5. Additional dockets, designated as the clerk's, judge's,
and bar docket. In practice, the bar docket has tended
to drop out of use.

6. A fee book in which costs aJid fees are to be entered
Tinder the proper title of the cause. In practice, sep-
arate series of volumes are maintained \inder these titles
or causes.

7. Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices'
courts, dockets thereof, and transcripts of judgment for
liens etc., from justices' courts.

8. Naturalization records, including petitions, proceedings,
final certificates, etc. The coiinty courts in Illinois
prior to 1906 mot the requirement of Federal statutes to

excorcise naturalization jxxriadiction.^
9. Original documents used in court hearings and determina-

tions; of particular importance in the large number of

cases where complete proceedings are not sprop,d on court
record."^

10, Monthly reports of the warden of the county jail contain-
ing a list of all prisoners in his custody and showing
the cause of commitment and by whom committed.^

Proceedings of Court

122, INDEX TO COURT RECORDS, 1872—. 4 v, (two plaintiff; two defendant).
Index to Abstracts of Tax Sales, entry 47; (County Clerk's Miscellaneous
Files), entry 85; County Court Record (Common Law), entry 126; and County
Court Record, Criminal, entry 127, showing names of plaintiff and defend-
ant, title of case, file box number, and book and page of entry in records.
Arr, alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant. No index. Hdw. under pr,
hdgs. 400 p. 18 X 12 X 3. Co. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl,

123. (COMMON LAW AND CRIMINAL FILES), 1842--. In (County Clerk's
Miscellaneous Files), entry 85.

Files of originR,l documents in common law and criminal cases, including
summonses, subpoenas, warrants, writs, indictments, information, witness
affidavits, depositions, commitments, stipvilations, replications, appeals,
recognizance end appeal bonds, jury verdicts, and court decrees.

1, The Civil Practice Act of 1933 grants authority to county coiu-ts, sub-
ject to rules promxilgated by the Supreme Court and not inconsistent
with statutory requirements, to raadce such r-ules as they may deem ex-
pedient, regulating dockets and calendars of said court ( L.1933 , p. 786).

2. 2 U.S.S.L. 153; U.S.R.S. 1789-1874
. p. 378.

3. R.S.1845
. p. 323,324,414,418,419; L.1865 , p. 79,80; L. 1871-72 . p, 325;

R.S.1874
, p. 262,263; 2 U.S.S.L. 153-55; U.S.R.S. 1789-1874

. p. 378-80;
34 U.S.S.L. 596-607; 44 U.S.S.L. 709,710.

4, R.S.1874
, p. 617; L.1933 , p. 678.
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124. COMON LAW (Pending Cases), 1927—. 1 f.b. (319).

Piles of pending conuflon lav/ cases, showing date, names of plaintiff and

defendant, type of action, and court orders. No obvious arr. For index,

SCO entry 147. Hdv, and typed on pr. fm. 1C% x 4| x 14. Co. clk.'s
vlt., 1st fl.

125. CRIMIITAL LAW (Pending Cases), 1934—. 1 f.b. (330).
Original p^ers of a.ctive criminal cases, showing date, n?jne of defendant,

ccort proceedings, and orders of continuance. No obvious arr. No index.

Hdv/, and typed on pr. fm. 10| x 4g x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

126. COUNTY COURT RECORD (Comaion Law), 187^--. 2 v. (B, C).

Record of proceedings in common law cases, including confessions, dependent

and delinquent cases, aiid record of bonds of county officers, shov/ing term
date, case number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, tj^pe of

action, and court orders. Also contains Insane and Conservators' Record,

1373-3.904, entry 130, and Default Record, 1895— , entry 133. Arr, oy date
of case. Indexed alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant; for sep, in-
dex, see entry 122. 187^1936, hdw. ; 1937—, typed, 540 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

127. COUNTY COURT RECORD, CRIMINAL, 1873—. 2 v. (l, B)

.

Record of proceedings in criminal cases, showing case number, names of
defendant and attorneys, nature of charge, term date, and court orders,

Arr. by date of case. Indexed alph. by name of defendant; for sep, index,
SCO entry 122. 1873-1916, hdw.; 1917— , typed, 540 p. 18 x 12 x 3,

Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

128. INSMITY PILES, 1935—. 1 f.b.

Pending original petitions for commiteiemt to asylum, including applications
for writ of restoration to reason, subpoenas, venires for jury, jury vei^
diets, commitment warrants, and reports of state hospitals on co;-,dition of
pa.ticnt, Arr. by date of instrument. No index. Hdw, and typed on pr, fm,

7| X 4 X 10|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

129. INSANE RECORD, 1886-1904. 2 v. (A, 1 not labeled).
Record of insanity cases, showing nane and age of alleged insane person,
examiners' report, court orders, and date of commitment or discharge. Also
contains Record of Findings and Order Feeble-minded, entry 131. Arr, oy
date of case. Indexed alph, by name of alleged insane person. Hdw, on pr,
fn. 200 p. 18 X 13 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

130. INSAIG .HID CONSERVATORS' RECORD, 1905—. 3 v. (6-8).
1873-1904 in County Coxirt Record (Common Law), entry 126.

Proceedings in insanitj' cases, showing date of court term, names of peti-
tioner, person alleged insane, judge, ivitnesses, clerk, and members of
examining commission, pliysician' s report, proceedings, and court orders.
Also contains i^ocord of Findings and Order Feeble-minded, 1904-14, entry
131, and Conse];«vator3\ Bonds and Letters, 1906-29^ entry 151, Arr, by date
of court term. Indexed s^^h., by name of alleged insane person. Hdv/, on
pr, fn, 200 p. 18 x 13 5C 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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131. RECCPD OF FUNDINGS AND ORDER FEEBLE-I.'INDHD, 1915—. 1 v.

1806-1904 in Insano Record, entry 129; 1905-14 in Insane and
Conseirvators' Record, entry 130,

Record of findings in feeble-minded cases, showing names of allefied feeble-
minded person, judge, sheriff, and state institution to which committed,
dates, and court orders. Arr. by date of findings. Indexed alph. by name
of alleged feeble-minded person, Hdw, on pr, fm. 200 p, 18 x 13 x 2.

Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

152. ADOPTION RECORD, 1917—. i v. (A). 3339-1316 in Probate Court
Record, entry 149,

Record of petitions for adoption, shovdng nsmes of petitioner and custodian,
name, age, and birthplace of child, and court orders, Arr. by date of
petition. Indexed alph, by name of child. Typed. 500 p. 16 x 12 x 2.

Co. clk.'s Tit., 1st fl,

133. DEFAULT RECORD, 1873-94. 1 v. 1895— in County Court Record
(Common Law), entry 126,

Record of judgments by default, showing names of plaintiff and defendant,
date, type of action, amount of judgr.ent, and court orders, Arr. by date
of default. Indexed alph, by ntoiie of defendant. Hdw. on or. fm, 405 p»
18 X 12 X 1 1/2. Co, clk.'s* vlt., 1st fl.

Dockets

Court Dockets

134. EXECUTION (and Judgment) DOCKET, 1858—, 2 v. (l not numbered, l).

Docket of judgments and executions, showing dates, execution number, nair.es

of plaintiff, defendant, and county officer, amount, costs, and remarks.
Arr. alph, by name of defendant. Ho index, Ildv;. under pr, hdgs, 400 p,
18 X 12 X 2, Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

135. JITDGE'S DOCKET, COUNTY COUIT, 1872—, 4 v. (l-3, 1 not numbered).
Docket of common lav; and criminal cases, including fines and record of
probation cases, showing term, date, case number, names of plaintiff, de-
fendant, attorneys, and probationer, ty>?e of r.ction, aniount of costs and
fines, terms of probation, and abstract of proceedin^'rs. Also contains
Insanity Docket, 1872-92, entry 137, Arr, by date of case. 1872-1955,
no index; 1936— , indexed alph. by nair.e of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr, hdgs,
300 p. 18 X 13 X 2 1/2. V. 1, 2, 1872-1914, attic strm. , 3rd fl.; v. 3,
1915-35, CO. clk.'s vlt,, Ist fl.; 1 v. not numbered, 1936--, co. clk.'s
off., 1st fl.

136. COUI\TY COURT GOERAL DOCKET, 1214—, 1 v. (l).
Docket of cases in county court, shov/ing date, names of plaintiff, defend-
ant, and attorneys, type of •action, and court orders, Arr, by date of case.
Indexed alph, by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr, hdgs, 100 p,
18 X 13 X 1 1/2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

For docket of prior cases, see entrj'- 155.
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137. INSAHiTY DOCKET, 1893—. 2 v. (l, 2). 1869-71 in Probate
Judges' Docket, entry 173; 187^-92 in Judgo*-9 Docket, County

Court, entry 135.

Docket of insanity cases in county court, showing names of alleged insane

person and petitioners, findings of commissioners, date, court orders, and

date and place of comr.iitincnt. Also contains Docket of Feeblo-Minded,

189&-1914, entry 138. Arr. by date of case. Indexed alph. by nsmo of

alleged insrne person, Hdv. under pr, hdgs, 200 p. 18 x 13 x 2. Co,

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

138. DOCKET OF FES3LS-MI1TD3D. 1915—. 1 v. 1893-1914 in Insanity

Docket, entry 137,
Doclcct of proceedings in alleged foeblc-ninded cases, showing najics of

fccble-ninded, petitioners, fnd witnesses, dates of petition and heariiig,

report of jury, and court orders. Arr, by date of case. Indexed ^Iph,

"oj nane of feeblo-ninded person, Hdw. \inder pr. hdgs. 200 p,

18 X 13 X 2, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Justices* Dockets (See
also entry 191)

1936—, CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Pee Books

(See also entry 84)

140, FEE BOOK (Common Law and Criminal), 1872—, 4 v. (B-G),

Register of fees received by county clerk, showing title of case, neme of

pai'^er, date, type, and aaount of fee, and voliime or file box number, Arr,

"by date of payment. Indexed alph, by names of plaintiff and defendant,

Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

141. INSANITY AND MISCELLAiTSOUS FEE BOOKS, 1893—. 2 v. (A, B).

Title varies: Insanity Fee Book, v. A, 1893-1910. 1861-92 in

Probate Fee Book, entry 176.

Register of fees received in insanity cases, including fees in dependent,

delinquent, and adoption cases, 1911— , showing amounts of sheriff's,

commissioners', physicians', and witnesses' fees, and date of p^mcnt.

Arr, by date of payment. Indexed alph. by name of defendant. Hdw, under

pr. hdgs, 500 p''. 18 x 13 x 3, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Court - Probation or Parole; (142-145)
Inheritance Tax; Naturalization

Probation or Parole
(See also entry 135)

Juvenile

142. (RECORD OF VISITS), 1939—. 1 v.

Investigators' record of visits to probationers and mothers, showing name of

probationer or mother, number and ages of children, date of visit, and in-
vestigator's report and recommendations. Arr. by date of visit. No index.
Hdw. 75 p. 6 X 4 X 1/2. Off. of probation officer, 1st fl.

Mothers' Pension (See

also entries 15, 17, 239)

143. JOURNAL, 1939—. 1 v.

Journal of mothers' pension payments, showing name of mother, date and amo\int

of monthly payment, date of discontinuance, and remarks. Arr. by date of
application. No index. Hdw. \inder pr. hdgs. 50 p. 16 x 10 x l/2. Off, of
probation officer, 1st fl.

Inheritance Tax

144. INHERITANCE TAX DOCKET. 1914—. 1 v. 1898-1913 in Probate Judges'
Docket, entry 173.

Docket of inheritance tax cases, showing names and relationship of heirs, name
of estate, description of property, amoiint of tax, and date of payment. Arr.
by date of case. Indexed alph, by name of estate. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.
500 p. 18 X 13 X 3. Co. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

Naturalization
(See also entries 192, 212-214)

145. NATURALIZATION RECORD, 1857-1906. 2 v. (A, 2).
Record of declarations of intention, showing name, age, address, and nation-
ality of e,lien, length of residence in the United States, final oath, and
court order grpjiting citizenship. Arr. by date of application. Indexed
alph. by npjne of alien. Hdw. on pr. fm. 450 p. 16 x 11 x 2. Co, elk. ' s

vlt., 1st fl.



(Next entry lU6, p. IU2)

V. PROBATA] COURT

Jurisdiction in probate matters in Effingham County was vested in a

separate probate court, from the orga.nization of the county in 1833» ^m-
til 18U9* From 1833 to 1837 the court was held by the probate jud^e who

wp,s e.ppointed by the General Assembly and held office during good behav-

ior.! In I837 it was provided that the proba.te court be held in each

county by the probate justice of the peace who was elected by the county
electorate for a two-year term, with a four-year term effective in 1839.2
The term was reduced in I8U7 to two years. 3 The jurisdiction of the pro-

bate court Wcs tr8.nsferred to the newly created county court in 18^9.^
The Sffingham county court has retained probp.te jurisdiction from that

date to the present.

5

As enunciated by the present constitution and subsequent leijisla.-

tion, the jurisdiction of the court extends to all Dro>)a.te matters, the

settlement of estates of decersed -persons, the p.ppointment of guardians
and conservators and settlement of their p.ccounts, all matters relating
to aDDrentices, arid cs.ses of sales of rep.l estate of decep.sed persons for
payment of debts.:i

Appeals mp.y be taken from the final orders, judgments, decrees of

the iDrobate court to the circuit court of the coiinty exceist in nroceedr-

ings in apolications of executors, administrp.tors, guardians, p.nd conserva-
tors for the sale of real estate. The ar)pella.nt must give bonds and secur**

ity in such amount and uDon such condition as the court shpll require.

Aiding the court in its Jurisdiction over the administration of in-
testate estates and the guardianship of minors, are the in-bl?.c administra-
tor a.nd the public gu?-rdian. lilach officer is appointid quadr>,nnially by
the Governor with the advice ajid consent of the Senp.te. The pi-.blic

adraini stre.tor and public guardia.n are required to enter into bonds set
Eind aDoroved by the court in sums not less than $5,000.7 Their duties
are performed under the direction p.nd orders of the court. The records
that result from their prescribed duties apoear among the records of the

court with these of other administrators, executors, and guardians.

1. L.1821
, p. 119; L.1823 . t). I32; L.1825 , p. 87.

2. L. 1836-37 . p. 17^^

3. L.iaU^ , p. 28. Effective in I8U7.
k. Constitution of ISUS, Art. v. gee. 16, 18; L.lgUq , r>. 65.

5. R.S.187U
. p. 339. 3^+0; L.1933 . p. UU9,U58.

6. Constitution of I87O, Art. VI, sec. 20; L.1877
, p. 80.

7. L.1825 . p. 70-72; R.L.1839 . v>. 208; R.L.18^3 . p- 627,628; H.'^.18U5 ,

p. 5^8; L. 1871-72 , p. 89; L.1881 . p. 3; L.1889 , p. I65.

139 -
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Probate Court

When there is no relative or creditor who will administer am intes-
tate estate, the court commits the administration to the putlic adminis-
trator upon application of any person interested in the estate. 1 If a
widow, next of kin, or creditor of the deceased appears within six months
after the administration is grsmted to the public administrator, the
court then revokes its grsint of administration to the public administrar-
tor and orders letters of administration granted to such person interested
in the estate. If, after all debts and charges against the estate vAiich

have been presented within two years after the eidministration of the es-
tate was committed to such public administrator are fully paid, any beJ.-

ance of intestate estate remains, the administrator causes a notice to be
published requiring persons still having claims against the estate to

present them to the covmty court within six months. If no claims are
presented, the baleuice is paid into the county treasury upon the expirs^
tion of the six-month period, the county remaining answerable to any future
claims.

2

As sdready noted, the court has authority to appoint guardigms of
minor heirs of deceased persons. In cases where the minor is under four-
teen years of age the court appoints his guardian. When the minor is
over foiirteen he may nominate his own guardian, subject to the approval
of the court. 3 Under the direction of the court, the guardian is re-
sponsible for the custody, nurt\ire, and tuition of his ward and the care
ajid management of his estate. The court may assign the guardianship of
the estate to one guardian and custody and tuition of the ward to

another. 4 Within sixty days after his appointment, the guardian returns
to the court a complete inventory of the real and personal estate of the
ward in the form prescribed by law. 5 At the end of the first year of his
appointment, snd every three years thereafter, he makes a settlement of

his accounts. When his trust is completed or upon the death of the ward,

the guardian makes final settlement and delivers over to persons entitled
to them the property pjad pp.pors in his hands as guardian." Upon failure
of a guardian appointed by the court to act within three months in this
capacity, the court commits the guardianship of the minor to the public
guardian. 7 The latter' s records appear with those of other guardians.

The early probate judge, 1821 to 1837, and the probate justice of
the peace, 1837 to 1849, each performed the ministerial function of the

1. R.L.1833
. p. 628; R.S.1845 , p. 548; L. 1871-72 , p. 89.

2. R.S.1845 . p. 549; L. 1871-72
, p. 89,90.

3. L.1831 . p. 100; L.1835 , p. 36; R.S.1845 , p. 265,266; L. 1873-74 , p. 107;
L.1919 . p. 583; L.1931 , p. 618; L.1937 , p. 560.

4. L. 1871-72 . p. 469; L.1877 , p. 114.
5. L.1919

. p. 582; L.1933 . p. 644.
6. L. 1871-72 . p. 471; L.1919 , p. 583; L.1929 , p. 506.
7. L.1889. p. 165.
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Probate Co-art

prooatc clerk. ^ From the establishr.cn.t of the county court in 1843,

until the present, the couiity clerk has served as cx-officio probate
clerk,

2

The clerk is required to attend the sessions of court, issue all

process, preserve all files and papers, make, keep, and preserve complete

records of all the proceedings and deterrdnations of the coiurt, and per—
forn ell other duties pertaining to his office as required by law or the

roles and orders of his court. His is required to enter of record all

judgments, decrees, and orders of the court.

3

Tlis najor records of the probate court kept by the clerk are the

following:

1. Journrl of all judicial proceedings pnd detorminations
of the judge.

2. A judgment docket with a direct ?nd an indirect indoz:

forner, by name of claimant against estate; latter, by
estate. In practice, the requirement of two indexes

often leads to tv/o dockets.
3. Books for recordation of bonds and letters of a.dminis-

trators, executors, guardijnns, ^nd conservators; apprclso-

nent ?nd sale bills; v;idows' relinquishment and selection

of property; wills and the probate thereof; annual and

final reports of administrators, executors, guardians, and

conservators. Generally, each catagory of these probate
business matters is recorded separately, but the scgrcgj>-

tion is not always c?jrefully maintained.
4. Separate dockets of unsettled estates and claims agranst

estates, and a ledger of the accounts of executors,

administrators, ?nd guardir>ns. Note that the docl:ets of

probate business matters arc separated from dockets of

court proceedings just as are the books of recordation of

the tv;o categories; the intention of the law to nekc this

distinction is further shown in its granting the clerk,

during vacation of the court, povrer to receive petitions,

accept bonds, gr-nnt letters testrmcntary, etc,

5. Piles of original documents not subject to recordation;

indexes to such; records of office transactions in pursur-

ance of the court's orders to the clerk, necessary in the

latter' s settlement with the body.'^

1. L.1821
, p. 119,120; R.L.1829

, p, 215; L.1B31 , p. 192; R.S.1845 ,

p. 427,428.
2. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 16,18; L.1B49 , p. 63-65; R.S.1874

,

p, 339,340.
3. 1,1877 , p. 82.

4. L,1821 , p. 119,120; R.L.1829
, p, 215,231; L,1837 , p. 177,178; R.S.1845 ,

p. 427,428; L.1851 , p. 193; 1.1859 . p. 92-94; R.S.1874 , p. 250-65;

L.1877, r). 63; 1.1935. d. 293.
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Probate Court - Proceedings (146-148)
of Court

Proceedings of Court

General Proceedings

146. MISCELLANEOUS PROBATE INDEX, 1838--. 3 f.d.

Card index to Mothers' and Blind Pensions, entry 16; Pension Records Blind
and Mothers', entry 17; (Probate Files), entry 148; Probate Court Record,
entry 149; (Wills), entry 153; Will Record, entry 155; Administrators' Recordi
entry 156; Administrators' Record, Will Annexed, entry 157; Administrators'
Record, De Bonis Non, entry 158; Executors' Record, entry 159; Guardians'
Record, entry 160; Heirship Record, entry 162; Inventory Record, entry 163;
Guardians' (and Conseirvators' ) Inventory Record, entry 164; Appraisement
Record, entry 165; Widows' Relinquishment and Selection Record, entry 166;
Report of Sale of Real Estate (Administrator and Executor), entry 167;
Personal Property Sales Record, entry 168; Guardians' Real Estate Sales
Record, entry 169; Administrators' and Executors' Report Record, entry 171;
Guardieins' and Conservators' Report Record, entry 172; Docket of Claims
Allowed, entry 174; Probate Fee Book, entry 176; Gua.rdi£uis' and Conservators'
Fee Book, entry 177; and Miscellaneous Record, entry 179, showing name of

este,te, date of first letters, book e.nd page of entry, and file box number.
Arr. alph. by name of estate. Hdw. on pr. fm. 14 x 5 x 24. Co. clk.'s
off., 1st fl.

147. PROBATE INDEX, 1838—. 2 v, (l, 2).

Index to Common Law (Pending Cases), entry 124; (Probate Files), entry 148;
Probate Court Record, entry 149; Insolvent Record, entry 152; (Wills), entry
153; Will Record, entry 155; Administrators' Record, entry 156; Administrators'
Record, Will Annexed, entry 157; Administrators' Record, De Bonis Non, entry
158; Executors' Record, entry 159; Guardians' Record, entry 160; Heirship
Record, entry 162; Inventory Record, entry 163; Guardians' (and Conservators')
Inventory Record, entry 164; ^praisem«nt Record, entry 165; Widows' Relinquish-
ment and Selection Record, entry 166; Report of Sale of Real Estate (Administra-
tor and Executor), entry 167; Personal Property Sales Record, entry 168;
Guardians' Real Estate Sales Record, entry 169; Unapproved Reports, entry 170;
Administrators' and Executors' Report Record, entry 171; G\iardians' and Con-
servators' Report Record, entry 172; Docket of Claims Allowed, entry 174;
Probate Fee Book, entry 176; Guardians' and Conservators' Fee Book, entry 177;
Probate Fee Book, Claims, entry 178; and Miscellaneous Record, entry 179,
showing name of estate, book and. page of entry, and file box nximber. Arr.
alph. by name of estate. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 340 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s
vlt., 1st fl.

148. (PROBATE FILES), 1838—. In (Co\inty Clerk's Miscellaneous Files),
entry 85.

Files of probate court papers in settlement of estates, including petitions,
oaths, bonds, asid. letters of administrators, conservators, guardians, ajid

executors, proof of will, accoiints current, proof of heirship, reports on
cqndition of estates, final reports of administrators, conservators, guardians,
and executors, inventories, appraisements, sale bills, widows' selections,
claims against estate, suid court orders and decrees. For indexes, see entries,
146,147.
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Probate Court » Proceedings (143-153)

of Ooupt

149. PROBATE COURT R3C0RD, 1838—. 30 v. (l, A, A-Z, 1, 2).

Record of proceedings in protate court of estate settlements, including

petitions, "oonds, oaths, letters of administration, orders finding heir-

ship, and court orders and decrees. Also contains Adoption Record, 1839-

1915, entry 132; Insolvent Record, 1843-75, 1887~, entry 152; Adminis-

trators' Record, 1838-53, entry 155, including Executors* Record, entry 159,

Guardians* Record, entry 150, Conservators' Bonds and Letters, entry 151,

and Administrators' Record, Will Annexed, entry 157, which in turn incl-odes

Administrators' Record, De Bonis Non, entry 158; Heirship Record, 1838- ISU,
entry 152; Inventory Record, 1838-89, entry 153; Guardians' (and Conserva:-

tors' ) Inventory Record, 1839-72, entry 154; J^praisement Record, 1838-54,

entry 155; Report of Sale of Real Estate (Administrator and Executor),

1838-73, 1889-1908, entry 157; Personal Property Sales Record, 1838-55,

entry 158; Guardians' Real Estate Sales Record, 1838-73, 1896-1908, entry

159; and Administrators' and Executors' Report Record, 1838-50, entry 171,

inclvMng Guardians' and Conservators' Report Record, entry 172. Arr, hy
date of instrument. Por indexes, see entries 145,147. 1838-1915, hdv;,;

1915--, typed. 200 - 500 p. 19 x 8 x 1^ - 13 x 8 x 2|. V. 1, 1833-49,

attic strm., 3rd fl.; v. A, Ar-Z, 1, 2, 1850— , co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

150. AJMINISTRAIORS" AND EXECUTORS' CASES (Pending), 1930~. 21 f.b.

Piles of original documents in pending administrators' and executors'

causes, including petitions, iDonds, letters testamentary, inheritance ta;^

reports, claims, affidavits of publishing notices, assignments, reports of

sale, ar.d orders to sell personal property, appraisement bills, inventories,

orders finding heirship, proofs of death, and oaths of administrative
officer, Arr. alph. by name of estate. No index. Edxt. and typed on pr.

fm. 10| X ^ X 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

151. GUARDIANS' AND CONSERVATORS' CASES (Pending), 1925—. 13 f.b.

Piles of original documents in pending guardians' and conservators' cases,

includ.ing petitions, bonds, letters testamentary, inheritance tsx reports,

claims, affidavits, assignments, reports of srlc and orders to sell pcrsoia-

al property, appraisement bills, inventories, orders finding heirship, aiid

oa-ths of administrative officers. Arr. alph. by najne of minor or incompo-

tcnt. No index. Hdw. and typed. 10| x 4| x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

152. INSOLVENT RECORD, L876-86. 1 v. 1843-75, 1887— in Probate Court

Record, entry 149.
Record of insolvent esta.tcs, shoving dates of entry find record, inventory

a:id appraisement of ostatc, najnes of dccea.sed, estate, and widow, raovnt cf

aJ.lowa;ice to widow, and report declaring estate insolvent. Arr. by date of

entry. Indexed alph, by name of estate; for sep. index, see entry 147,

Hdw. on pr, fm. 300 p, 18 x 12 x 1^. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Wills, Bonds, Letters (See also
entries SSCxiJ, 179Li, viii]).

153. (VILLS), 1848—. 29 f.b. (217-238, 433-435, 439-441).

Origins! wills filed in settlement of probate estates, showing names of

testator, witnesses, attorney, and heirs, provisions of v;ill, and dates of

vn.ll, execution, end filing. Arr. by date of filing, For indexes, see

entries 145, 147. 1848-1912, hdw.; 191S— , hdw. and typed. 10| x -41 :: 14.

Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Court - Proceedings (154-158)

of Court

154. WILLS (Pending Cases), 1919— . 1 f.b.

Original wills filed in pending estate cases, showing names of testator,

witnesses, attorney, and heirs, provisions of will, and dates of execution

and filing. No obvious £irr. No index. Typed and hdw, 10 1/2 x 4 1/2 x 14.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

155. WILL RECOKD, 1838—. 9 v. (1, A-H)

.

Copies of wills, applications to probate wills, and proofs of death and will,

showing names of deceased, county clerk, sheriff, administrative officer,

county judge, witnesses, and legal heirs, and dates of death, hearing, and

proof of will. Arr. by date of hearing. Indexed alph. by name of testator;

for sep. indexes, see entries 146, 147. 1838-71, hdw,; 187:^1906, hdw. on pr.

fm.; 1907— , typed. 200 - 500 p. 12 x 8 x 1 - 17 x 11 x 3. Co, clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl.

156. ADUIiJISTSATORS' RECORD, 1854~, 10 v. (AI , 3, A, 1854-1904; B-H,

1877— ). Title varies: Petition, Letters, and Bonds, v. AI

,

1854-

63; Administrators* and Executors' Record, v. A, 1872-1904. 1838-

53 in Probate Court Record, entry 149.

Record of administrators' petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters, showing names
of estate, judge, administrator, sureties, and heirs, dates of petitions, let-
ter^, and oath, date, amount, and obligations of bond, oath of office, and ac-
knowledgment. Also contains Administrators' Record, De Bonis lion, 1854-72,

entry 158, including Administrators' Record, Will Annexed, entry 157; Execu-
tors' Record, 1854-78, entry 159; Guardians' Record, 1854-63, entry 160; and
Conservators' Bonds and Letters, 1854-79, entry 161. Arr. by date of record-
ing. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for sep. indexes, see entries 146,
147. 1834-54, hdw.; 1855—, hdw. on pr. fm. 150 - 600 p. 14 x 10 x 1 -
18 X 12 X 3. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

157. ADMINISTRATORS' RECORD, WILL ArTNZXZD, 1905—. 2 v. (C, D) . 1838-53

in Probate Court Record, entrj' 149; 1854-72 in Administrators' Record,

entry 156; 1873-1904 in Administrators' Record, De Bonis Non, entry

158.
Copies of petitions, oaths, bonds^ and letters of administrator with will annexe

ed, showing namesof estate, judge, clerk, administrative officer, heirs, eind

sureties, dates of petition, letters, oath, and will, date, amount, and obliga-

tions of bond, oath of office, and order for appointment. Arr. by date of

petition. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for sep. indexes, see entries 146,

147. Hdw. on pr. fm.' 300 p. 17 x 11 x 1 1/2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

158. ADMINISTRATORS' RECORD, DE BOIIIS NON, 1873-1915, 1925—. 3 v. (A,

B, E) . Title vairies: Probate Bonds and Letters, Miscellaneous,

V. A, 1873-1909. 1838-53 in Probate Court Record, entry 149; 1854-

72 in Administrators' Record, entry 156; 1916-24 in Miscellaneous

Record, entry 179.
Copies of petitions, bonds, oaths, and letters of administrator de bonis non,

showing names of deceased, judge, clerk, heirs, administrator, and sureties,

dates of petition, oath, bond, and letters, amoimt and obligations of bond,

and acknowledgment. Also contains Administrators' Record, Will Annexed, 1873-

1904, entry 157. Arr. by date of instniment. Indexed alph. by name of estate;

for sep. indexes, see entries 146, 147. Hdw. on pr. fm. 300 p. 18 x 12 x 2.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Court - Proceedings (159-163)
of Court

159. EXECUTORS' RECORD, 1879—, 4 v, (B-E), 1838-53 in Probate Court
Record, entry 149; 1854-78 in Administrators' Record, entry 156.

Copies of executors' petitions, bonds, oaths, and letters, showing names
of estate, judge, executor, and sureties, dates of letters and oath, date,
amount, and obligations of bond, oath of executor, and acknowledgment.
Arr, by date of bond. Indexed alph. by name of deceased; for sep. indexes,
see entries 146, 147. Hdw. on pr. fm. 150 - 300 p. 14 x 10 x 1 -

18 X 14 x 2. Co. cllc's Tit., 1st fl.

160. GUARDIMS' RECORD, 1864—. 6 v, (A-F). 1838-53 in Probate Court
Record, entry 149; 1854-53 in Administrators' Record, entry 156.

Copies of guardians' petitions, letters, oaths, and bonds, showing names of
estate, guardians, sureties, and clerk, date, amount, and obligations of
bond, and date and terms of letters, Arr. by date of recordation. Indexed
alph. by name of minor; for sop. indexes, see entries 145, 147. Hdw. on
pr. fm. 500 - 600 p. 18 x 13 x 2 - 18 x 13 x 3. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

161. CONSERVATORS' BONDS AND LETTERS, 1880-1905, 1930—. 2 v. (A, A).
Titlo varies: Conservators' Record, v. A, 1880-1905. 1838-53 in
Probate Court Record, entry 149; 1854-79 in Administrators' Re-
cord, entry 156; 1906-29 in Insane and Conservators' Record, en-
try 130.

Copies of conservators' petitions, letters, oaths, and bonds, shov^ing names
of petitioner, incompetent, witnesses, judge, and sureties, dates of letters
and petition, and date, amount, and obligations of bond. Arr, by date of
petition. Indexed alph. by name of incom.potent. Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p,

18 X 13 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st f 1

.

Heirship

162. HEIRSHIP RECORD, 1912—. 4 v. (A-D). 1838-1911 in Probate Court
Record, entry 149.

Copies of proofs of heirship, showing names of deceased and heirs, affi-

davit as to identity of heirs, signatures of heirs, witnesses, and attorney,

court order admitting proof, and dates of order and filing, Arr. by date

of filing. Indexed alph. by name of deceased; for sep. indexes, see en-

tries 146, 147. Hdw. on pr. fm. 500 p. 16 x 12 x 2-|-. Co. clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl.

Inventories and Appraisements (See also
entry 179Lxiv]}

153. ilWENTORY PJECORD, 1890—. 8 v. (A-H). 1838-89 in Probate Court

Record, entry 149.

Administrators' and executors' inventory record showing date, names of es-

tate, judge, and administrative officer, list and value of real estate and

chattel property, status of notes and accounts, oaths and signatures of

administrative officer and judge, and date of filing. Arr. by date of

filing. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for' sep. indexes, see entries

146, 147. 1890-1926, hdw, on pr. fm.; 1927—, typed and hdw. on pr. fm.

440 p. 18 X 12 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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of Court

l6U. GUARDIANS' (and Conservators') IF/ENTORY RECORD, 1873~. 2 v.

(A, B). I839-72 in Probate Court Record, entry 1U9,

Guardians' and conservators' inventory record, showing nones of estate,

minor or incompetent, and administrative officer, legal description and

value of real estate, estimated rental, list ar.d value of chattel property,
annuities, and credits, statement of true bill by guardian, and dates of

filing and recording, Arr, by date of filing. Indexed alph. by name of
minor or incompetent; for sep, indexes, see entries 1U6, IM-y. Hdw, on pr,

fn. U50 p. 18 X 13 X ^. Co, elk, 's vlt., 1st fl,

165, APPRAISEMENT RECORD, I855— , 8 v. (A-H). I838-5U in Probat*
Court Record, entry 1U9,

Record of appraisements of estates in probate, showing names of estate,
^praiser, widow, and heirs, court order rqppointing rppraiser, dates of
oath, ^jpraisement, and acknowledgment, itemized statement and value of
real and personal property, total value, and amount allowed widow and
minor children, Arr, by date of eppraisement. Indexed alph, by name of
estate; for sep, indexes, see entries 1U6, 1U7, I855-G9, hdw. ; I87O—

,

hdw. on pr, fm, 3OO p. 18 x 13 x 2|. Co, elk, 's vlt., 1st fl.

Widows' Relinquishment and
Selection

166, WIDOWS' RELINQUISHMENT AND SELECTION RECORD, 18SU— , U v. (A-D),

Relinquishments and selections by widow from estate of decedent, showing
najnes of estate, widow, and appraiser, list of items selected, relinquished,
and allowed, appraised value, appraisement bill of personal property, state-
ment of ^praiser, and date of filing, Arr, by date of filing. Indexed
alph, by name of deceased; for sen, indexes, see entries IU6, IU7, 188^4-

1925. hdn, under pr, hdgs,; I926— , typed under pr, hdgs, 300 p, 18 x I3 x 2,

Co. elk. »s vlt., 1st fl.

Petitions, Decrees, Reports of
Sale (See also entry 179[xii.xiii1)

167, RIPORT OP SALE OF REAL ESTATE (Administrator and Executor), 187U-88,

1909—. U V. (A-D). 1838-73, 1889-1908 in Probate Court Record,
entry IU9.

Copies of proceedings on petitions to sell real estate and reports of sale
of real estate to pay debts, showing dates of petition, sale, and report,
names of estate, claimant, petitioner, administrative officer, and purchas-
er, legal description of property, court order approving sale, and date of
filing. Also contains Guardians' Real Estate Sales Record, I909— f entry
169. Arr. by date of filing. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for sep,
indexes, see entries 1U6, IU7, Hdw. on pr. fm. 25O p. I7 x 12 x 2. Co,

elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

168, PERSONAL PROPERTY SALES RECORD, I85U-I93U, 6 v. (l, A-E) . Title
varies: Record of Sale Bills, v. I, I85U-7U, I83S-53 in Probate
Court Record, entry 1U9; 1935— ^^ Miscellaneous Record, entry 179.

Copies of sale of personal property of estates, showing date, names of estate
and purchaser, itemized list of articles sold, date, place, amo-unt, and terms
of sale, and amount allowed widow, Arr. by date of sale. Indexed alph. by
»ame of deceased; for sep. indexes, see entries IU6, 1U7. Hdw. on pr, fm,

285 - 300 p. lU X 10 X 2 - 18 X 12 X 2|, Co. elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl.
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Pro'oatc Court Dockets (169-173)

169. GUARDIANS' REAL ESTATE SALES RECORD, 1874-95, 1 v. 1838-73, 1896-

1908 in Protate Court Record, entry 149; 1909— in Report of

Sale of Real Estate (Administrator and Executor), entry 157,

Guardians' and conservators' record of proceedings on petitions and report

of sale of real estate, showing, names of guardian, minor, and purcha.ser,

date, ajnount, and place of sale, legal description of property, court order

Kooroving sale, ajid date of filing report, Arr, "by date of filing. In-

dexed alph. by name of minor; for sep. indexes, see entries 146, 147, Hdw,

on pr, fm. 425 p. 18 x 14 x 3^. Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Reports, Current and Final Acco\ints

170. UNAPPROVED REPORTS, 1927—. 1 f.b. (295).
Reports of administrative officers concerning pending estates, inclviiing

letters of administration, petitions, bonds, inventories, and appraiso*

mcnts, Arr. by date of filing. For index, see entry 147. Hdw. and t;yped

on pr. fm, lo| x 4| x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

171. ADtHNISTRATORS' AND EXECUTORS' RIPORT RECORD, 1851—. 6 v, (l,

B-E, 2). Title varies: Account Current Administrators'', v, 1,

1851-61; Administrators', Executors' and Guardir'Xis' Accou:it Ciu'-

rent, v. B-E, 1863-1935. 1838-50 in Probate Court Record, en-

try 149.
Copies of administrators' and executors' reports, showing names of estate,

petitioner, and heirs, dates of petition and letters, date, amomit, aaad

pujrpose of receipts and disbursements, statement of true bill, signatures

of heirs and agent, recapitulation of accounts, and date of filing. Also

contains Guardians' and Conservators' Report Record, 1851-1933, entry 172.

Arr, by date of filing. Indexed alph, by name of estate; for sep. indexes,

see entries 146, 147, 1851-61, hdw.; 1863-1935, hdw. on pr. fm.; 1935—

,

typed. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

172. GUARDIANS' AND CONSERVATORS' RIPORT RECORD, 1934—. 1 v. (l).

1838-50 in Probate Court Record, entry 149; 1851-1933 in Adrdnis-

trators' and Executors' Report Record, entry 171.

Co-oics of guardiajis' pnd. conservators' reports, showing names of minor or

incompetent, administrative officer, and estate, dates of report and filing,

items, ajnount, date, and purpose of receipts and expenditures, rccapitula:-

tion of accounts, balance in estate, and statement of true bill by admi-

nistra.tive officer. Arr. o:/- date of filing. Indexed alph. by najnc of mi-

nor or incompetent; for sep. indexes, see entries 146, 147. Typed, 500 p,

13 :c 14 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Dodccts

173. PROBATE JUDGE'S DOCKET. 1838—. 19 v. (l, A-E, I-T, 1 not Icr-

beled). Missing: 1898-1903.
Docket of probate cases, showing date of court term, names of estate,

judges, administrative officer, and attorneys, court orders, and book a^id

pa^o of entry in record. Also conta-ins Insanity Docket, 1869-71, entry 137;

Inlicritajnce Tax Docket, 1898-1913, entry 144; Docket of Claims Allov/ed,

1838-47, entry 174; Dockets of Settlements Due, 1838-60, 1897—, entry 175.

Arr, by date of case. No index. 1838-1928, hdw. on pr. fm.; 1929— , typed

on pr. fm. 200 - 900 p. 13 x 8 x 1 - 15 x 12 x 5. Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Court - Fee (174-178)
Books

174. DOCKET OF CLAILiS ALUJl'ffiD, 1848—. 4 v, (A-D). 1838-47 in Probate
Judges* Docket, entry 175

•

Doclcet of clains allowed, shovdng names of estate and claimant, date, amount,

and nature of claim, date and cmoimt allovred, end date of filing. Arr. by
date of filing. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for sop. indexes, see entries

146, 147. 1348-77, hdvf.; 1878—, hdiv. under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 13 x 13 x 3,

Co. die's vlt., 1st fl.

175. DOCKETS OF SETTLEI.SIWS DUE, 1861-96, 1 v. 1838-60, 1897— in
Probate Judges* Docket, entry 173.

Estate docket of settlements due, showing date, case number, names of estate,

administrative officer, and sureties, dates of letters, annual, and final

reports, amount due and approved, and remarks. Arr. by date of settlement.
Indexed alch. by name of estate. Hdw, on pr. fm. 200 p. 16 x 12 x 2. Co#
clk.'s vlt'., 1st fl.

Fee Books

176. PROBATE FEE BOOK, 1861—. 9 v. (l not lettered, A-H).
Register of all fees received in administrators' and executors' cases, includ-
ing witness fees, shovdng date, nones of estate and administrative officer,
date, amount, and purpose of fee received or money disbursed, and itemized
statements of fees. Also contains Insanity and Miscellaneous Fee Books, 1861-
92, entry 141; Guardians' and Conservators' Fqo Book, 1861-83, entry 177; and
Probate Fee Book, Claims, 1861-70, entry 173. Arr. by date of payment. Index-
ed alph. by name of estate; for sop. indexes see entries 146, 147. 1861-73,
hdw.; 1374—, hdw. under pr. hdgs. 90 - 500 p. 12 x 8 x 1 - 18 x 13 x 2 l/2,
Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

177. GUARDIANS' M<D COUSEHVATCRS « FEE BOOK, 1884—. 3 v. (C-E), 1861-83
in Probate Fee Book entry 17G,

Register of fees received in guardianship and conservatorship cases, including
vdtness fees, 1885— , shovdng date, names of estate and administrative officer,
amounts and nature of fees received and moneys disbursed, and itemized state-
ments of fees. Arr. by date of payment. Indexed alph. by name of estate; for

sep. indexes, see entries 146, 147. Kdw, on pr. fm. 300 p. 17 x 11 x 1 l/2.
Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

178. PROBATE FEE BOOK, CUIJIS, 1871-84. 1 v. 1861-70 in Probate Fee
BOOK, entry 176,

List of fees claimed by vdtnesses and for soi-ving executions, shovdng dates,
amount, and nature of fee claimed, names of estate, administrative officer
and claimant, court orders granting pc.;;mont, and date and amount of payment,
Arr. by date of claim. Indexed alph. b-" name of estate; for sep. index, see
entry 147, Hdw, on pr. fm, 576 p. 18 x 12 x 2. ^o, cl]:.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

For subsequent vdtness fees in administrators' and executors' cases,
see entrj'- 176; for subsequent vdtness fees in guardianship and conservatorship
cases, sec entry 177.
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Probate Court - Miscellaneous (179)
Records

Miscellaneous Records

179. I.:iSCELLANEOUS RECORD, 1691—. 3 v.

Record of miscellaneous documents including;
i. Administrators' bonds, 1899— , showing names of

estate, administrator, and sureties, date, amount,
and obligations of bond, and dates of filing and
approval.

ii. Architects' licenses, 1897, showing date and
number of license, name and address of archi-
tect, certification to practice, signatures of
president and secretary of board, and date of
filing,

iii. Bills of sale of personal property, 1914— , show-
ing names of estate, administrative officer, and
purchaser, selling prices of various articles,
total amount received, and date of filing.

iv. Bond and oaths of city, township, and county
officers, 1892— , including mayor, police magis-
trate, supervisor of assessments, city commiss-
ioners, coroner, county clerk, county collector,
sheriff, state's attorney, recorder and circuit
clerk, deputy sheriffs and clerks, superintendent
of schools, and assistant superintendent of
schools, showing names of official, sureties and
office, oath, acknowledgment, date, and nam.e of
officer administering oath.

V. Certificates of appointm.ent of special bank
guards by sheriff, including oaths, 1931,
showing names of sheriff, clerk, and appointee,
and dates of oath and appointment,

vi. Certificates of registered nurses, 1917, showing
name and address of nurse, date, and number of
certificate^ certification and signatures of
board of examiners, and dates of graduation and
registration,

vii. Charters of fire insurance companies, 1897—

,

showing names of company officers, county, and
city in which office is located, and dates of

charter and filing,
viii. Guardians' bonds, 1907--, showing nam.es of

guardian, minor, and sureties, date, amount, and
obligations of bond, and dates of filing and
approval.

ix. Inventories of personal property in settle-
ment of estates, 1911— , showing date,
names of estate and administrative officer,
list and value of personal property, and
date of filing.

X. Petitions for bond issue to build schools, 1937— , showing
date and purpose of petitions, names of petitioners, school
district number, report on petition, amount of bond issue,

dates of maturity of bonds, question to be voted on, results
of election, and dates of filing.
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xl. Petitions to county board for improvement of streets, 1906—,
showing namq of town or city, date and purpose of petition,

description and location of streets, names of petitioners,
city officials, and judge, and dates of reading and approval,

xii. Petitions for sale of personal property to pay debts, 1907—

,

showing names of estate and administrative officer, list and
value of personal property, and date of filing,

xiii. Reports by administrator of sale of real estate to pay debts,
1902— , showing dates of petition, sale, and report, nejne of

estate, petitioner, administVator, and purchaser, description
of property, court order approving sale, and date of filing.

xiv. Reports of appraiser, 1901— , showing npjnos of estate rjid

appraiser, list and value of personal property, and dates of

appraisement, report, and filing.
XV. Resolutions of board of supervisors to issue bonds to build gravel

roads in townships, 1937— , showing dr.te of resolution, nrjnc of

township, location of road, amoimt of bond issue, date of maturity
of bonds, and rate of interest.

xvi. Resolutions passed by Effinghejn County Bar in 1930 upon the death
of Judge Barney Overbeck commending his faithful performance of

duty as judge and as attorney for more than forty years.

Also contains Administrators' Record, De Bonis Non, 1916-24, entry 158, and
Personal Property Sales Record, 1935— , entry 168. For indexes, see entries

146, 147. Arr. by date of filing. 1891-1906, hdw. ; 1907—, typed. 592 p.

18 X 12 X 2. Co. elk. »s vlt., 1st fl.



(Next entry 180, p. 156)

VI. CIRCUIT COURT

The circuit court has original, jurisdiction of all causes in law
and equity and acts as a court of appeals in probate matters and causes
cognizable by the county court and justices of the peace. In addition
it is one of the courts capable of exercising naturalization jurisdiction
according to Federal statutes.^

Originally, the circuit court was held in Effingham County by
justices of the Supreme Court, ^ In 1835 the judiciary was reorganized
and a circuit ji-'dge was appointed by the General Assembly for the
district serving Effingham County, All of the laws requiring Supreme
Court justices to hold circuit courts were repealed by this legislation,^

The new plan of organization vias in effect for a brief period of six
years, for in 1.841, additional associate justices of the Supreme Court
were appointed by joint ballot of the General Assembly, which justices,

together with the other justices of the Supreme Court, held the circuit
courts." Then in L849 another change was made in accordance with the

second constitution which provided for the election of circuit judges

by the judicial district electorate. The Constitution of 1870 altered
the circuit districts and established population requirements for
counties that may comprise a circuit,' From 1849 to the present the

circuit judges have been elected officers of the judicial district
electorate. The fourth circuit is made up of nine counties, one of

which is Effingham,

Three circuit judges who serve for six-year terms are elected for

the district. Before entering upon the duties of his office, each

circuit judge is required to subscribe to an oath which he files with
the Secretary of State, The salary for those circuit court judges elect-

1. Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec. 12; L.1871-72 , p. 109; R.S.1874
,

p. 344; L,1S95 , p. 189; L«19 35, p, 688; L,1955. p. 1,

2. 2 U.S.S.L. 165; U.S.R,S> 17 89-1874, p. 778-80; 34 U.S.S.L. 596;

37 U.S.S.L, 737; 44 U.S.S.L. 709, (Circuit courts still retain

naturalization jurisdiction, but do not exercise it where U.S. District

Courts are convenient),
3. R.L>1829 , p, 48,

4. L.1835 , p» 150,151,
5. L,1841 , p, 173; R.S.1845 , p, 143.

6. Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 7,15.

7. Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 13,

L,1933, p. 436,>,

9, Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 12; L.1933, p, 436,

- 151 -
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Circuit Court

ed after the first Monday of Jiine, 1933 was set at $7,200, and for those
elected after the first lionday of June, 1939 the amount was increased to

$8,000. The salaries are paid from the state treasury.!

The hearings of several of the election contests are held before
this court. Jurisdiction ia granted to the court to hear and deter-
mine contests of the election of Judges of the Supreme Court, judges
of the circuit court, and members of the State Board of Equalization;
but no judge of the circuit court is allowed to sit upon the hearing
of any case in which he is a party. 2 The circuit court also hears and

determines the election contests of some of the local and county officers.

These include contest of judge of the county court, mayors of cities,

president of the coiinty board, presidcats of villages, elections in
reference to removal of county soats, and in reference to any other subject
which may be submitted to the vote of the people of the cou:ity. The circuit
court has concurrent jurisdiction with the county court in cases of contest-
ed elections under the lattcr's jurisdiction.

3

Included \indor the jiirisdiction of the circuit court arc also ap-
peals from the Illinois Co;nnerce Commission's rules, regulations, orders,

or decisions. Such appeals majr be taken to the circuit court serving
Effingham County when the subject matter of the hearing is situated in

this co\inty. The appeal may be heard for the purpose of having the

reasonableness or lawfulness of the nile, regulation, order, or decision
inquired into and determined.

4

To expedite the handling of litigation, a branch circuit court may
be hold at the same time that the main or regular circuit court for

Effinghaxi County is in session. A brajich court is held by any circuit
j\idge of this circuit or by a judge of any other circuit called in for the

purpose of hearing and deciding motions and settling the issues in any or

all causes pending in the circuit court, aiid for tho purpose of hooxing,

chancery causes and cases at law yrtiich are pending in such court for that

term. The presiding Judge of the main circuit court assigns to the

branch court as many of the law and chancery cases as the presiding judge

of the branch court will possibly have time to hear.^

1. L.1935 . p. 621; L.1937 , p. 189,606. In 1835 the salary of the circuit

Judge was $790 per annum (L.1835 , p. 167). The Constitution of 1870

set the salary at $3,000 vmtil otherwise provided by law (Art. VI, sec.

16). A few of the other changes were: from 1919 to 1925 for Judges

elected during this period, $6,500; for the period 1925 to 1933, those

elected received $3,000 per year ( L.1919 . p, 553,554; L.1925 , p. 400;

1.1931 . p^ 148).
2. L.1899

, p. 152.

3« !<» 1371-72 . p. 396; L.1895 , p. 170.
4. L.1921 . p. 742,743.
5. L. 1873^74 . p. 82,83; L.1905, p. 146.
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Also, to aid in the speedy administration of justice, the judges, or

a majority of them, may by an order entered of record in the office of the

clerk of the circuit court, dispense with either or both the grand and
petit juries for any term or part of term of the circuit court, and may
designate what term or portion thereof shall be devoted to criminal busi-
ness, and vj-hat term or portion thereof to civil business,^

Each of the three judges of the circuit court is authorized to

appoint one official shorthand reporter. This appointee is required
to be skilled in verbatim reporting and is not allowed to hold more
than ono such official appointment. The appointment is in writing
and is required to be filed in tho office of the auditor of public ac-

counts. The reporter holds office until his appointment is revoked by

the appointing judge or until the termination of the judge's term, \Yhen

the official reporter is absent or disabled, the presiding judge may
appoint any other competent reporter to act during such absence or dis-

ability. The substitute is paid for his services by the official re-

porter. The reporter causes full stenographic notes of the evidence in

all trials before the court to be taken down and transcript of the same

to be correctly made if desired by either party to the suit, their at-

torneys, or the judge of the court. Each of tho reporters rocoives,

and is paid out of tho state treasury, an annual salary of $3,240, The

salaries are paid out monthly on the warrant of the auditor of public

accounts,^

The probation officer for adult probationers is an appointee of the

circuit court,' Kis services extend throughout the county. Courts ex-

ercising criminal or quasi-criminal jurisdiction are given power to re-

lease, on probation, adult or juvenile offenders found guilty of committing

certain specified offenses. In the performance of his prescribed duties,

the probation officer principally serves the county and circuit courts.

He is required to give bond as determined by the circuit court in a sum

not exceeding $5,000 and is subject to the rules of and removal by the

appointing court, Effingham County has ono probation officer under a law

of 1915 which provided for one such officer for each fifty thousand, or

fraction thereof, of population.

The probation officer is compensated at a i*ate determined by tho

county board. In the performance of his duties, he is required to in-

vestigate the cases of defendants requesting probation; notify the court

of previous conviction or probation; make reports to the respective courts;

1. L.1835 , p. 167,168; L.1953 , p. 441,442.

2. L.1533 , p. 463,464.
3. L.1911 , p. 280.

4. Ibid., p. 277.

5. Ibid., p. 280,281; L.1915 , p. 380,381.

6. L.1915, p. 380. School census to bo basis for determining population.
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keep a set of records as described below; take charge of, and watch over,

all persons placed on probation in his county, and all probationers mov*-

ing from another county into his county. He is also required to notify
probation officers in other counties of any probationers under his supeiv

vision who may move into those coxinties.l

The reports made by the probation officer to the courts axe kept by

the clerk in the respective cases. The courts' probation records include

orders granting or refusing release on probation, probationers' bonds, the

reports of probation officers noted above, and discharge of probationers.

The probation officer is required to keep complete accurate records
of investigated persons, the action of the court, and the subsequent his-
tory of probationers. These are not public records but are opon to in-

spection by any Judge or any probation officer pursuant to a court order.

2

Unlike the judges of tho circuit court who arc elected by the judicial
district electorate, the clerk of this court is elected by the county elec-
torate, 3 This official performs the ministerial duties of the circuit court

of Effingham County and files and preserves its records as well as those
of the branch circuit courts.^ He is commissioned by tho Governor and be-

fore entering upon the duties of his office, gives bond with sureties which
are approved by any two of the judges of the court. His bond is given in

the sum of not less than $5,000 as agreed upon by the judges. The oath to

which he subscribes is filed with the Secretary of State, 5 If a vacancy
occurs in this office and the -unexpired term does not exceed one year, the

court is required to fill such vacancy by appointment of a clerk pro tem-

pore. The appointee is then required to qualify for office in the same
manner as the regularly elected clerk of the circuit court, 7!hen the appoint-

ment is made, the court notifies the Governor of the filled vacancy. The

Governor in turn, as soon as practicable, issues a writ of election for
tho circuit court clerk,"

The clerk of the circuit court was first Appointed by tho circuit
judge in Effingham County, 7 Ho kept a record of all the oaths that he

administered and certified a copy annually to the Secretary of State,

2

The clerk preserved a complete record of all proceedings and dcterminnr-

1, L.I91I , p. 281,282; L.1915. p. 321,382.
2, L.1911 . p. 277-8U; L.1915. p. 378-s^.

3, Constitution of 18U8, Art. V, sec. 7,21,29; Constitution of I87O,
Art. X, sec. 8,

h, L.1905 . p. 1U7.

5, R,S.187U . p. 260.

6, L. 1873-7^ . p. 95.
7. Constitution of 1818, Art IV, sec. 6; R.L.1833 . p. 152; R.S.I8U5 .

p. IU6.

8. L.I8I9. p. 3^9.
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tions of the court of vrhich he wp.s clerk. ^ At each term of the circuit

court, the clerk inquired into the condition and the treatment of prisoners
eind wF.s required to see thr-.t all prisoners nere htmanely treated.

2

This authority was in later years, a.nd is at present, delegated to the

circuit court, 3 One of the early requisites of this office was for the

clerk of the circuit court to reside near the co'onty seat in order that

he could attend to his duties daily. In the event that it were not

Dossihle for him to be in daily p.ttendance, the oresiding judge was to

fill such vacancy.^ The Constitution of 18Ug made the clerk of the cir-

cuit court a.n elective officer of the county with a four-year term.

This arrangement has continued until the present.

5

The clerk is able to perform the several duties of his office with
the aid of his st8.ff which consists of assistants and deouty clerks who

are apcointed by him in a n'^mber determined by rijle of the circuit court."

This order is entered as of record and the compensation of such assistants

and deputies is set by the countj/- board. '

Among the records kept by the clerk for the circuit court are the

follow!ng:8

1. Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the

coiiTt with alphabetical indexes by oarties. Proceedings
e,re recorded at length only in cases designated by law,

or when the court at the notion and assumption of expense

by one of the parties, so orders. In practice, from an

early date the court record has been broken down into

segregated types of oroceedings R.nd judgments.

2. "Plaintiff-BefendF.nt Index to Court Records" and "Defend-

ajit-Plaintiff Index to Court Records," intended to be

separate records, but frequently combined in a single

volume '.Tith the ti^o indexes segregated in each voliojue.

3. A gen*5ral docket in which all suits are entered in the

order they are commenced.

1. P.. L. 1829 - P, ^^: R.L.1833 . o. 152; P.S.18i^'3
. o. IU7.

2. R.L.1827 , p. 2US.

3. R7s7i8JU, p. 616; 1,1923 . p. ^^.
U. R.L.1829

. p, 35.

5. Constitution of ISUS, Art, v, sec. 29: Constitution of 18?0, Art. X,

sec. 9t

6. L.I83I , D. U9; Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9^

7. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec, 9,

8. The Civil Practice Act of 1933 grants authority to the circuit court,

subject to rules promulgated by the Supreme Court and not inconsistent

with statutory requirements, to make such rules as they mpy deem ex-

pedient, regulating dockets and calendars of said court ( L.1933 -

p. 786).
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4. A judgment and execution docket containing a column for
the entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In prac-
tice, an execution docket is frequently set up independently.

5. Additional dockets, designated as the clerk's, judges' and bar
docket. In practice, the bar docket has tended to drop out of
use.

6. A fee book in which costs and fees are to be entered under
the proper title of the case. In practice, separate series
of volumes are maintained under such titles of causes.

7. Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices', city,
and foreign courts, dockets thereof, and transcripts of

judgments for liens, etc., from the former. Separate well-
bound books are required to be kept for each city court.
These books are to contain an alphabetical docket of all
judgment decrees rendered in the city court. They also pro-
vide for entry of data relating to the filing of the traxk-

script with the corresponding number of the trsmscript.l
8. Naturalization proceedings from petitions to final certifi-

cates; FederaJ. statues allow the circuit court to exercise
jurisdiction.

9. Reports to the court from its designated masters in chancery,
the state' s attorney, and the coroner' s inquest juries.

10. Jury venires, summonses, certificates, etc.
11. Original documents used in court heaurings and determinations^

These documents are of particular importance because in a
large nvimber of cases the complete proceedings are not spread
on court record.

12. Monthly reports of the wsirden of the county jail, containing

a list of all prisoners in his custody, showing causes of

commitment and names of persons by whom committed.

2

Proceedings of Court

180. INDEX TO COURT RECORDS PLAINTIFF - DEFENDANT, 1833—. 12 v. (0-5,

plaintiff; 0-5, defendant).
Index to Circuit Court Files (Closed), entry 181; Chancery Court Record, en-

try 184; Circuit Court Record Criminal, entry 185; Circuit Court Record Coii>-

mon Law, entry 186; Circuit Court Record, entry 187; Fee Book Common Law,

entry 201; and Fee Book Criminal, entry 203, showing names of plaintiff amd

defendajit, type of action, term date, and book and pa^e of entry or file box
number. Arr. alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant. Hdw. under pr.

hdgs. 600 V. is'x 12 x 2. Cir.'clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

1. R.S.ie74 , p. 347; L.1901 , p. 136,137.
2. R.L.1827 . p. 217; R.S.1845 . p. 323-26,414,418,419,518; L.1865 , p. 79,

80; R.S.1874 . p. 262,263,339,615; L.1895
, p. 217; L.1933 , p. 442,678;

2U.S.S.L. 153-55; U.S.R.S . 1789-1874
. p. 378-80; 34U.S.S.L. 596-607,

709,710; 45 U.S.S.L. 1514,1515.
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Circuit Court - Proceedings (181-186)

of Court

181. CIRCUIT COURT riLES (Closed), 1833—. 1008 f.b. (1-817, 820-823,
834-1020).

Original documents in criminal, common law, and chancery .ca^es, inclu-
ding summonses, subpoenas, affidavits of witnesses, writs of habeas corpus,

justice of peace transcripts, bail and recognizance bonds, stipulations,

pleas, replications, motions- for new -trial, court orders, jury verdicts,

praecipes for record, venireis for jurors, mechanics' liens, instructions
to jury, and master's and sheriff's certificates of levy, sale, ajid re-

demption. Arr. by date of case. For index, 1833-79, see entry 182; for
index, 1880— , see entry 180. Hdw. and typed on pr. fm. ; hdw.. cjid typed.

5x4x9'. Cir. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

182. INDEX TO COURT PAPERS, 1833-79. • 1 v.

Index to Circuit Coxirt Files (closed), entry 181, showing names of plaintiff

and defendpjit; action, file box .number, and date of -filing. Arr. alph. by

name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 18 x 12 x'2. Cir. elk. '

s

vlt., 1st fl.

183. PENDIN& CASES, 1910--. 30 pigeon holes. .

Files of : common law, criminal, and chancery cases, showing case n\amber,

date, names of- plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys-, and type of case.

Arr. by date of case. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 6x4x8. Cir.

elk. 's off., 1st fl.

184. CHANCERY COURT RECORD, 1864~. 24 v. .(A-Z not consecutive, 2-17

not consecutive). 1833-63 in Circuit Cour.t Record, entry 187.

Record of chancery cases, including default,, divorce, foreclosure, and

partition ca.ses, -showing names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys,

term date, case number, action, and court .orders.. Arr, by terra date.

1864-1923, indexed alph. by najne of plaintiff; for sep. index, see entry

180; 1864-78, hdw. ; 1879-1905, hdw. on pr. f m. ; 1906~f typed. 600 p.

18 X 12 X 2. Cir. ' elk. ' s vlt. , 1st fl*
, .,

185. CIRCUIT'COURT RECORD CRIMINAL, 1868--.
. 6 v. (l, 'S, M, P, Y, 8).

1833-67' in Circuit Court Record, entry 187,

Recof-d of criminal cases, including' probation cases, and recognizance bonds,

showing case number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, term

date, natvire of charge, action, verdict of jury, and court orders. Arr,

by terra date. 1858-95, indexed alph. by name of defendant; for sep. index,

see entry 180. 1868-1901, hdw.; 1902-15, hdw. on pr. fm. ; 1916—, typed.

600 p. 18 X 12 X 2. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

186. CIRCUIT COURT RECORD C0M.'0N LAW, 1875—. 9 v. (H, K, R, V, 1,

'3,- 7, 10, 15). - 1833-74 in Circuit Court Record, entry 187.

Record of common law cases, including default cases, showing names of

plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, case number,, term date, action, and

court order's. Also contains Confessed. Judgments, Term Time and Vacation,

1875-1936,' entry 190.- Arr.' by date of case. Indexed- ?.lph. by name of

plaintiff; for sep. index, • see entry i3C. , 1875-1905, hdw. ; 1906—, typed.

600 p. 18 X 12 X'2. Cir. 6lk. ' s vlt., Isy fl, '
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Circuit Court - Transcripts (187-191)

187. CIRCUIT COURT R3C0RD, I833-7U. 5 v. (l/2. B-3).
Record of common law, criminal,, and chp.ncery cases, including probation
cases and recognizance bonds, showing term date, case number, names of
Judge, attorneys, plaintiff, and defendant, type of case, verdict of Jury,
and court ruling pjid decree. Subsequent to I863, I867. and I87U. respec-
tively, kept as Chanc<?ry Court Record, entry ISU; Circuit Court Record
Criminal, entry 185: Circuit Court Common Law, 'jntry 186, including Con-
fessed Judgments, Term Time and Vr.cation, entry I90. Arr. by dr.te of case.
Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff; for sep. index, see entry 180, Hdw.
322 - UOO p. lU X 10 X 2 - 18 X 12 X 2. Cir. elk. 's vlt. , 1st fl.

188. PRf3CIPi: FOR X^^SCTITION. I87U— . 2 v.

Cooies of requests for executions of judgment, sho"ring date of requ.jst,
names of olaintiff and def'jndant, and signature of plaintiff ' 3 attorney.
Arr. by date of requost. No index. Hdw. on pr, fm. Uoo p. 13f x 8i- x If-.

1 v., I87U-191U. attic strm. . 3rd fLj 1 v., 1915—, cir. elk. 's' off.
~

Ist
fl.

189. PRA.2CIPI; FOR SUI^/ONS. I87U— . 2 v. (l not lettered. A).
Copies of oraecipes for gur^mons in assumpsit, trsspsBS, and apneal cr.sea,

showing case number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, and
cause end date of s\immons. Arr. by date of summons. No index. Hdw. on
pr. fm. Uoo p., 13f X 8-^ X li- - 16s X 11 X l?. 1 v. not lettered, 187^
1920, attic strm., 3rd fl,; t. A. 1921—, cir. clk.'s off.. Ist fl.

190. C0NF3SS^.D JUDGI^NTS. T^M TIMi; AND VACATION, 1937—. 1 v. (6).
I833-7U in Circuit Court Record, entry 187: 1875-1936 in Circuit
Court Record Common Law, entry 186.

Record of confessed Judgments in term time and vacation, shoeing term date,
case number, names of olaintiff, defendant, attorneys, and circuit clerk,
pjnount of judgment, and dates of filing. Arr. by date of filing. Indexed
alph. by name of defendant. Typed on pr. fm. 600 p. 18 x lU x 3« Cir.
clk.'s vlt. . Ist fl.

Transcripts
(•jee also entry 139)

191. RECORD OF JUSTICES' TRAl^SCRIPTS. 1871—. 2 v. (B, 1871-99;
D, 1896—).

Copies of transcripts of Judgments of Justices of the peace court pro-
ceedings, showing names of court, olaintiff, and defendFjit, date, nature,
and amount of judgment, costs, r-Jid court orders. Also contains Fee Book
on Trrjiscripts, 1925— . entry 20U. Arr. by date of Judgment. Indexed
alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. on pr. fm. U50 p. 18 x 12 x li. V. B,

1871-99. P.ttic strm., 3rd fl;; v. D, 1896--. cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Dockets (192-197)

Dockets

192, JUDGES' DOCKET, 1833—, 9 v. (1 not lettered, I-K, 5 not letter-
ed). Kissing: 1849-93.

Docket of criminal, comnon lav:, and chancery cases, including naturaliza-
tion cases, 1860— , showing date, case number, names of plaintiff, de-

fendant, and attorneys, type of action, court orders, and abstract of pro-
ceedings. Also contains Docket of Finos, 1879— , entry 200. Arr, by date

of case. No index, Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 180 - 1400 p, ll-l x 7|- x 1 -

14 X 13 X 5, Cir. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

193. BAR DOCKET, 1851—. 38 v. (1 not lottorod, C, D, 35 not letter-
ed). Missing: 1856-93, 1910-16, 1928, 1929.

Bar docket of ' circuit court cases, sho-iving names of plaintiff, defendant,

and attorneys, type of case, and term date, Arr. by term date. No in-

dex. 1851-1909, hdv/. under pr. hdgs,; 1917— , typed under pr. hdgs.
50 - 200 p, 5 X 3^ X ^ - 14 X 8-^- x 1, 1 v. not lettered, v. C, D, 1851-

1909, attic strm,, 3rd fl,; 35 v, not lettered, 1917—, cir. clk»'s off.,

1st fl.

194. CLEEK'S DOCKET, 1872-r» 10 v. (2 not lettered. A, B, B, C, 4
not lettered). Kissing: 1874-87,

Clerk* s' docket of circuit court cases, showing names of plaintiff, de-
fendant, and attorneys, number and type of case, term date, and court
orders, Arr, by term date. No index. Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 150 - 200 p,
12 X 10 X l| - 10 X 12 X 2, 2 v, not lettered, v. A, B, B, C, 1872-1905,
attic strm,, 3rd fl,; 3 v. not lettered, 1906-34, cir, clk,«3 off., 1st
fl,; 1 V, not lettered, 1935— , cir, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

195, GENERAL DOCKET, 1881—, 4 v. (B-E),
Docket of all cases filed, including master in chancery cases, showing
names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, date, nature of action, and
court orders, Arr, by date of filing. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs;
600 p, 18 X 12 X 2. V, B, C, 1881-1908, attic strm,, 3rd fl,; v, D, E,
1909—>> cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

196, JUDGMENT AND EXECUTION DOCKET, 1881—, 6 Vi (1-6),

Dookot of judgments and executions, showing nature of action, names of

plaintiff and defendant, date, amount, and name of person against whom
judgment is entered, dates of execution and return, disposition, and

book and page numbers of court record and fee book. Execution Docket,

entry 198, and Judgment Docket, entry 199, formerly kept separately,

Arr. by date of judgment. Indexed alph. by name of defendant, Hdw,

under pr, hdgs, 500 p, 18 x 12 x 2. Cir, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

197. LIEN AND SATISFACTION DOCKET, 1887—. 1 v.

Docket of liens and satisfactions, showing name of principal, description

of property, number, date, and amount of lien, and satisfaction. Arr. by

date of lien. Indexed alph, by name of plaintiff, Hdv:, under pr. hdgs,

420 p, 18 X 12 X li. Cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st f1

.
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circuit Court - Fee Books (198-202)

198. -SX-SCUTION T)0CK1,T, 1833-80. 2 v. (l not lettered, B). 1881— In

Judgment and Execution Docket, entry 196.

Dtcket of executions, showing date of issue, neones of plaintiff and de-

fendant, amount, name of person against whom judgment is entered, costs,

date, and name of officer making returns. Also contains Judgment Docket,

1833-38, 1850-80, entry 199. Arr. hy date of issue. I833-5U, no index:

1855-80, indexed alnh. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 -

350 p. lOi X ^ X 1^ - 16 X lU X If. Cir. elk. 's vlt.. 1st fl.

199. JUDGMENT XCOT. I839-U9. 1 v. I833-38, I85O-8O in "Sxecntion

DocKet, entry 198; 1881— in Judgment and Execution Docket,

entry I96.

Docket of judgments, showing court term, names of plaintiff rnd defendant,

amount and name of person ag.-'.inst whom judgment is enteredt pjid sheriff's

return. Binding, writing, auid paper poor. Arr. alch. by name of nrincipfvl.

Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 23U p. 13x7^x1.
Cir. elk. 's vlt. , 1st fl.

200. DOCKET OF FIN3S, 1869-78. 1 v. 1879" in Judges' Docket, entry 192.

Docket of fines assessed in circuit court cases, showing name of defendant,

nature of charge, term date, amount of fine, and book and page of record.

Arr. by term date. No index. Hdw. xinder pr. hdgs. 320 d. 18 x 12 x 1.

Fee Books
(See also entry 215)

201. FSS BOOK COi^MON Law. 18'55— . I3 v. (A. D, 3. 2-G, J. d. R, V, %,

Z. 2). Missing: I86I-67, 1873-75. Title varies: Fee Book, v. A,

D. E. E-G, J. 1855-79.
Reg'ster of fees collected in common law cases, including witness fees, and

fee' collected in criminal c.ises, 1855-1909- shoeing nt'jnos of clrintiff,

defendajit, attorneys, and witnesses, term date, case number, and itemized

amount of fees and expenditures. Also cont.-.ins Fee Book Chancery, 1855-68,

entry 202. Arr. by date of receipt. Indexed aloh. by name of plnintiff;

for sep. index, see entry 180. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 550 p. 18 x I3 x 3.

V. A, D, S, E-G, J. M, R, I855-I90U, attic strm, 3rd fl. : v. V, X, Z, 2,

1905--, cir. clk.'svlt. . 1st fl.

202. FEE BOOK C};AMCERY, 1869—. 7 v. (E, G, V, S, "}, Y, 1). I'issinp;

1873, 1893-1902. 1855-G8 in Fee Book Common Law, entry 201.

Lists of fees collected in chancery cases, including criminal cases, 1869-

1909, and witness fees, showing nar.es of plaintiff, defendant, attorneys,

and witnesses, ten?, date, case n'omber, and itemized list of fees. Arr. by
date of payment. Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

500 p. 18 X 13 X 3. V. E, G, 1,', S, 1869-1916, attic strm., 3rd fl.; v.

W, Y, 1, 1917—, cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Reports (203-208)

to Court

203. FEE BOOK CRIKIiAL, ISIO— . 1 v. (U).

Register of fees collected in criminal cases, including Yntness fees,

showing names of defendant, witnesses, and attorneys, term date, number
of case, and itemized amount of costs and fees* Arr. by date of payment.

Indexed alph, b^/ name of defendant; for sep. index, see entry 180. Edv;.

under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir, clk.'s vlt., let fl.

For prior records of fees collected in criminal cases, see entries

201, 202.

204. FEE BOOK OK TFciJIECEIPTS, 1831-1924. 1 v. 1S25— in Record of

Justices' Transcripts, entry 191,

Lists of fees collected in transcript cases, showing names of justice^

plaintiff, and defendant, description and amount of fee, and nature of

case, Arr. by date of entry. Indexed alph, by name of plaintiff or

defendant, Hdv^r. under pr. hdgs. 500 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Attic strm.

,

3rd fl.

205. COLLECTIOK REGIfeTLE, 1881-96, 1 v.

Register of circuit court costs, showing names of plaintiff and defendant,

itemized costs due, term date, case number, and ar.-ount of payment. Arr.

alph. by name of payer. No index. Hdv/, under pr, hdgs, 600 p, 18 x 12

X 2. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For other records of court fees, see entries 201, 202, 203,

Reports to Court

206, (iCkSTER'S Ai'lD STATE'S ATTORi;EY'S REPORTS), 1879—, 14 bdl.

Reports of master in chancery and state's attorney, shomng date and number

of case, names of plaintiff, defendant, and master or state's attorne3^,

amount of fees, and court orders; includes copies of state's attorney's

reports to county treasurer of fees, fines and forfeitures collected.

Arr, by date of report. No index. Kdv;. on pr. fm. 10 x 8 x 3. 11 bdl.,

1879-1915, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 3 bdl., 1916—, cir. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

207, STATE'S ATTORKEY'S REPORT RECORD, 1873— . 1 v. (A).

Record of state's attorney's reports, shov/ing case number, names of

court and defendant, nature of charge, amount of fees, fines, and for-

feitures, and remarks. Arr. by date of report. Indexed alph. by name

of state's attorney. Hdw. under rr. hdgs. 288 p. 18 x 12 x 1^-. Cir,

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

208, OFFICERS' REPORT RECORD, 1890-96, 1 v.

Copies of state's attorney's reports, showing names of court and defend-

ant, date, nature of crim.e, amount of fees, fines, and forfeitures col-

lected, and receipt of county treasurer, Arr, by date of report. No

index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 600 p. 18 x 13 x 272, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

^or prior and subsequent reports, see entry 207,
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Circuit Court - Jury Records; (209-214)
Bonds; Naturalization

Jviry Records
(See also entries 10, 21, 128, 181, 239)

209. REGISTER OF PETIT (and Grand) JURORS, 1836~. 3 v. (A, 1 not let-
tered, c).

Register of grand and petit Jurors, showing terra date, names of juror and
township, numbers of d^-ys served and miles traveled, and pjnount of fee.

Arr. by certificate no. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdga. 200 - 300 p»
14 X 12 X 1 - 16 1/2 X 14 X 1. V. A, 1836-78, attic strm. , 3rd fl.; 1 v,

not lettered, v. C. 1879— , cir, elk. «s vlt., Ist fl.

210. JURY CERTIFICATES, 1925--. 2 v.

Jury certificate stubs showing term date, name of juror, number of

days served and miles traveled, and amount of fee. Arr. by certificate
no. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p. 17 x 12 x 1 l/2. 1 v., 1925-30,
attic strm., 3rd fl.; 1 v., 1931— , cir. elk. ' s vlt., Ist fl.

Bonds

211. BAIL BOND RECORD, 1919. 1 v.

Copies of bail bonds and schediiles of indictments, showing names of
defendant emd bondsman, amount of bond, and date of appearance. Arr.
by date of appearance. Indexed alph. by name of defendant. Typed on
pr. fm. 420 p. 18 x 12 x 1 1/2. Cir. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

For other records of bail bonds, see entries 184, 185.

Naturalization
(See also entries 145, 192)

212. NATURALIZATION RECORD, INTENTION, 1859—. 5 v.

Copies of declarations of intention, showing name, e^e, occupation,
residence, nationality, pjid birthplace of applicant, dates of arrival
and filing, and applicant's renunciation of allegiance to any foreign
nation. Also contains Natviralization Record, Minor (Intentions, Oaths,
and Final Papers), 1859-69, 1889—, entry 214. Arr. by date of filing.
Indexed alph. by npjne of applicant. Hdw. on pr. fm. 120 - 418 p.
16 X 10 X 1 - 18 X 12 X 1 1/2. Cir elk. «s off., 1st fl.

213. NATURALIZATION RECORD (Final), 1859—. 3 v.

Record of final naturalizations, showing name of applicant, court
order granting or refusing citizenship, date, signatures of circuit
judge and clerk, and oath of allegiance. Arr. by date of order.
Indexed alph. by name of applicant. Hdw. on pr. fm. 100 - 420 p«
14 X 8 X 1 - 18 X 12 X 1 1/2. Cir. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

214. NATURALIZATION RECORD, MINOR (intentions), 1870-.88. 1 v. (B).

1859-69. 1889— in Naturalization Record, Intention, entry 212.

Copies of declarations of intentions of alien minors, showing drto, number
of years' residonco in the United States, nroncs of minor and native country,

and renunciation of allcgi nee to foreign sovereigns. Arr. by date of in-

tention. Indexed alph. by nejne of applicant. Hdw. on pr. fm. 42C p.
18 X 12 X 1 1/2. Cir. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Receipts (215)

and Expenditures

Receipts and Expenditures

215. REGISTER OF FEES, 1868—. 11 v. (1 not numbered, 2, 4-12).
Title varies: Receipts and Expenditures, 1 v, not numbered,
V. 2, 1858-95.

Register of fees received for recording and court costs, including

circuit clerk's expenditures, 1865-95, showing date, amount, and purpose
of payment, and name of payee or payer, totals, recapitulation, and re-

marks. Arr. by date of payment. No index. Kd'.v. under pr. hdgs. 325 p.

18 x 13 X 2. 1 V. not numbered, v. 2, 4-8, attic stm., 3rd fl.; v. 9-12,

cir. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.



(Next entry 216, p. ,166)

VII. SHERIFF

The sheriff, by constitutional provision, has been an elected offi-

cer in Effingham County from the organization of the county, in 1833, to

the present,^ The term of his office, oririnally set at tv/o years, is

nov; four years .3 In 1880 it was provided, by constitutional amendment,

that no person elected to the office of sheriff should be eligible fa-

reelection to that office until four years after the expiration of his

term of office,^ His bond in this county is required in the sum of

$10,000 and must be approved by the comity judge.^ Memoranda of this

bond are entered at large upon the records of the county court, and the

bond is filed in the office of the county clerk. ^ One or more deputies

are appointed by the sheriff in accordance with the number allovrcd by

rule of the circuit court. Ccmpcnsctidn of the deputies is determined

by the county board, 7 The sheriff is vro-rdcn of t\^ county jail and has

custody and regulation of tho same and of all prisoners. 8 To assist

him in this administration, he appoints a superintendent of tho county

jail for whoso conduct he is responsible, and whom ho rrxiy remove at

pleasure.

Essentially vrithout change for over one hundred years, the princi-
pal duties of the sheriff are the follovang:

1, Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1848, Art.
VII, sec, 7; Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec, 8; second amendment,
ITovcmber 22, 1800, to the Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec. 8; also
L.1S19, p. 109,110; R.S.1874, p. 989.

2, Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1848, Art,

VII, sec, 7,

3, Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8,

4, Ibid,, as amended November, 1880,
5, R.S.1874 , p. 989, Of, R.L .1827_, p. 371, Prior to the organization

of the county court, the sheriff's bond and securities were approved

by the circuit court,
6, R.S. 1345 , p. 514; R,S,1874 , p. 989.
'^' i^«I-".1827, p. 373; •<. 8. 1845, p. 515; L,1869 , p, 399; Constitution of

1870, Art. X, sec, 9,
~

8. L.1829_, p. 111,112; R.L,1827, p. 247-50; Lj_1831, p, 103,104,106;
R^."l".1833

, p. 574,575; L.ia^lJS", p. 8,10,19; R.~S~,T845 , p. 153,154,515-17;
it^.S.1874

, p. 616,989-91; L.19Q1, p. 137,138; L.1923, p. 423-26, The
citations also include references to duties not included in the gene-
ral outline noted above,

9, L,1925, p. 423,
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Sheriff

1. To act as conservator of the peace, with power to arrest
offenders on view.l

2. To attend, in person or by deputy, all courts of record
(city, county, probate, circuit, and eppellate courts) in
his county, and to obey the orders and directions of the

courts.

2

3« To serve, execute, and return all writs, warrants, nrocess,
orders, and decrees legally directed to him.

3

U. To sell real or oersonal prooerty by virtue of execution or
other process.^

5. To send fingerprints of criminals to the 'itate Bureau of
Criminal Identification and Investigation.

5

In the course of the sheriff's many detailed duties included in these
broad provisions, the following records mey be kept but do not appear in

Effingham County:

1. Receipts of deliveries of prisoners in changes of venue."
2. Copies of reports to the co\inty court and circuit court.

7

3. Reports of pawnbrokers on loans and articles pawned.

8

U. Data of identification of criminals and stolen property.

9

The following records may be kept and do a.ppear;

1. Register of prisoners, IC

2. "Book of Accounts," including records of fees and disbiirse-
ments.H

3. Dockets of executions.
U, Process docket.

1. R.L.lgg?
, p. 372; R.S.I8U5 , p. 515: R.S.187U . p. 990,

2. Ibid.

^, Ibid.

k, R. 1.1827 , p. 33^; 1-1838-39 . p. lU-lg.20; R.S.lgU5
. p. 302.306,307:

L. 1871-72 , p. 505.507: R. 5.187^ . p. 622,623,627-29.
5' L.1931 . p. ^65.
6. R.S.I87U . p. 1096.

7. Ibid., p. 617; L.1923 . P. I+2U; L.1933 . p. 678.
8. L.1909 , p. 301.

9. L.193I . p. "+65.

10. R.S.187^ . p. 617; L.1923 . p. ^2U.

11. L. 1871-72 , p. U5O.U5I; 1.1873-7^ . p. 10U,105,
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Records; Fees, Receipts

and Expenditures

Process

216. SHERIFF'S EXECUTIOiJ DOCKET, 1833—, 7 v, (3 not lettered. A, B,

2 not lettered).

Sheriff's docket of executions end other process, shovdng nafties of plain-

tiff, defendant, and sheriff, case number, dates of receipts, service, and

return, amounts of foes earned and received, and dates and amounts of

judgment, costs, and satisfaction. Arr, by date of execution. No index,

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 420 p. 16 x 11 x 1-^, 2 v, not lettered,' 1333-58,

cir, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.;2 v, not lettered, 1859-72, 1921-30, co. clk,'s

vlt,, 1st fl.jv. A,r.,1875-1920, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 1 v. not lettered,

1931—, sh.'s off., 1st fl.

Jail Records

217, JAIL RECORD, 1872—, 3 v. Missing: 1900-1902. Title varies: Jail

Register, 1 v,, 1872-99.

Register of inmates in county jail, showing name and description of prison-

er, nature of charge, date of commitment, itemized list and disposal of per-

sonal belongings, and date and manner of discharge, Arr. by date of com-

mitment. No index* Kdw, under pr. hdgs, 240 p. 18 x 13 x 2. 1 v.,

1872-99, attic strm., 3rd fl.; 2 v., 1903—, off. jail, 1st fl.

Fcos, Receipts and Expenditures

216. SHERIFF'S FUGISTER OF FEES, 1876—. 9 v. (6 not numbered, 1876-1930;

5-7, 1923— ). Title varies: Register of Fees and Expenditures, 5 v.

not numbered, 1876-1916,

Register of receipts and expenditures, sl;ov;ing date, nfemes of payer and

payoo, amount and purpose of receipts and expenditures, and remf-rks. Arr. by

date oS receipt. No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 600 p, 18 x 12 x 2,

5 V, not numbered, 1876-1916, attic strm., 3rd fl,; 1 v, not numbered, v, 5,

1917-30, CO, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,; v. 6, 7, 1931—, sh.'s off., Ist fl.



(Next entry 219, p. 168)

VIII . COROIIER

The coroner's office in Effingham County has continued in existence

from the organization of the county, in 1833, to the present, '• The coroner

is elected by the coun^ty electorate for a four-year term.^ After certifica-
tion of his election by the county clerk, filing of his bond, and taking
oath of office, he receives his commission from the Governor.^ The

coroner's bond in this county is required in tlie sum of v5,000 and m.ust be

approved by the county judge, ^ The inquest duties of this official have

changed little over a period of rr.ore than a century. The coroner acts as

a conservator of the peace vfith powers equal to those of sheriff in this

respect and serves as a mdnisterial officer of the courts in the absence
or disqualification of th.e sheriff; he also performs all the other duties
of the latter when tlie office is vacant,^

The most im.portant function of the coroner is to hold inquests over
the bodies of persons supposed to have com.e to their death by violence,
casualty, or other undue means. YJhen notification of such death is re-

ceived, the coroner proceeds to the body, takes charge of it, and surrons
a jury com.posed of six m.en from, the vicinity in which the body was'.found.

The jury is instructed to assemble at a stated time and place, to view the
body and to inquire into the cause and manner of the death. If the inquest
is continued and a vacancy should occur on the jury, the coroner is allow-
ed to fill such vacancy,^

To the custody of the clerk of the circuit court are returned the

verdict of the jury, and such recognizances as may be given the coroner by
witnesses whose testim.ony implicates any person as the unlawful slayer of

the deceased. In his own office, the coroner files and preserves the

1. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; L.1849 , Second Sess., p. 7;

Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

2. The office is constitutional and elective (Constitution of 1818, Art.

Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8). The term,

formerly two years, is now four years (second ajnendment, November 22,

1880, to Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8).

3. R.S.1845
, p. 514; R.S.1874 , p. 281.

4. R.S.1874
. p. 281.

5. L.1819 , p. 111,160; L.1321 , p. 20-23; L.1825
, p. 63,64; R.L.1827 .

p. 246-50, 372-75; R.S.1345 , p. 515,517; R.S.1874 , p. 281,282.

6. L.1821
. p. 22-24; R.S.1845 , p. 517,518; R. 3. 1874 . p. 282-84; L.1879 .

p. 82; L.1907 . p. 213; L.1919 . p. 403,404; L.1931 . p. 388,399.

7. L.1821, p. 24,25; R.S.1845
, p. 518; R.S.1874 , p. 283.
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Coroner (219, 220)

record of such testimony. The coroner also keeps one record which he

originates, the "inquest record," This record recapitulates all the datn.

involved in the entire inquost procedure and includes an inventory and
accounting of the personal property and money of the deceased.

Deputy coroners appointed by this official assist him in the perform-

ance of the duties of his office. The number of deputies is set by rule

of the circuit court, and their compensation is determined by the county
board of supervisors. The bond or securities of these assistants are taken
by the coroner, and the oath to which each subscribes is filed in the county
clerk's office.^

219. CORONER'S INQUESTS, 1871—. 2 cartons, 12 f.b. (818, 819,
824-833),

Coroner's inquest papers shovdng names of deceased, coroner, jurors,
and witnesses, date, place, and cause of death, sox, age, residence, and
occupation of deceased, date and verdict of coroner's jury, list and dispo-
sition of personal effects, and disposition of body, Arr, by date of inquest.
No index. 1871-1918, ' hdw.; 1919--, typed. Cartons 14 x 12 x IGj f.b.

6 X 4 X 10. 1 carton, 1871-1906, attic strm., 3rd fl.; f.b. 818, 819, 824-833,
1 carton, 1907—, cir. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

For other inquest papers, 1855-77, soo entry 88Civ3#

220. CORONER'S RECORDS, 1871—. 7 v. (A, 1-6).
Record of coroner's inquests, showing date, names of doceasod, coronor, jurors,

and witnesses, minutes of inquest, verdict of jury, description of deceased,

and inventory and disposition of personal offoots. Arr. by date of inquest.

Indexed alph. by name of deceased, 1871-1918, hd;v.; 1919— , typed. 450 p,
18 X 13 X 3, V. A, 1-3, 1871-1923, attic strm,, 3rd fl.; v. 4-6, 1924—, cir,

clk,'s vlt., 1st fl.

1, L.1869 , p, 104,105; R.S.1874 , p. 283; L.1907 , p. 213,214; L.1919 , p. 293,

294.
2, L.1821 , p. 25,26; R.S.1874 , p. 283,
3, Constitution of IQlO, Art. X, sec. 9; L.1881, p. 53,



(Next entry 221, p. 173)

IX» STATE'S ATTORJIEY

In Effingham County, since its organization in 1832, the state's

attorney has comrnenced and prosecuted in courts of record all actions

in which the people of the state or county were concerned. Legis-
lation enacted in 1835, provided that the state's attorney be appoint-
ed by the General Assenbly,^ This provision . remained effective until
1848, when the state's attorney became an elective officer of the circuit

district electorate*"^ At this time his services also were expanded to

include the newly created county court. Finally, the present constitu-
tion made the office elective in and for each county.^ Bond in the sum
of $5,000 has been required since 1872,

From the creation of this office in the state until the present, the

state's attorney has continued to receive his commission from the Governor
for the tenure of his office. In 1827 his appointment was„set at a

four-year term; in 1835 his term was reduced to two years. Then, in

1849, the state's attorney's office became elective by the district

electorate for a four-year term, the first tena, however; being only for

three years and ending in 1852,^

In Effingham County the state's attorney receives an annual salary

of $2,375, with an additional ^400 paid by the state. Statutory fee rates

are ailov/ed him for convictions on specified offenses and crimes before

justices of the peace, police magistrates, county and circuit courts.

Also, rates are established for preliminary examinations of defendants,
for attendance at trials, and for appeals. These several fees and rates

make up a county fund from which is paid his salary. '^

1, R.L.1827 , p, 79,80; L.1855 , p. 44; R. 8.1845 , p, 76; R. 5^1874 , p. 173-

74.

2, £^,1835 , p, 44, From 1827 to 1835 the state's attorney was appointed
by the Governor ( R.L.1827 , p. 79,80),

3, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 21,

4, Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 22j R.S,1874 , p, 172,

5, L, 1871-72 , p. 189.

6, R.L.1833, p, 98; L*ie35, p, 44; Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec. 28;

Constitution of 1870^ Art, VI, sec, 22i R.S.1874 , p, 172,

7, R.L.1827 , p, 79,80,
8, L,1835 , p, 44,

9, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 21r Constitution of 1870, Art, VI,

sec, 22,

10. L. 1871-72 , p. 422; L,1873-74, p. 104,105; L,1909 , p, 231-33;

L,19:^9 , p, 474-76; 1,1937 , p. 607,
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State' 8 Attorney

The duties of the state's attorney are the following:

1. To commence and prosecute all actions, suits, indict-
ments, and prosecutions, civil and criminal, in any
court of record in his county in which the people
of the state or county may be concerned.

2. To prosecute all forfeited bonds sind recognizances
and all actions and proceedings for the recovery of
debts, revenues, moneys, fines, penalties, and for-
feitures accruing to the state cr his county, or to

einy school district in his county; also to prosecute
all suits in his county against railroads or trans-
portation companies, which may be prosecuted in the
name of the people of the State of Illinois.

3. To commence and prosecute all actions pjid proceed-
ings brought by any county officer in his official
capacity.

4. To defend all actions and proceedings brought against
his county or against any county or state officer, in

his official capacity, in his county.
5. To attend the examination of all persons brought be-

fore any judge on habeas corpus when the prosecution
is in his covinty.

6. To attend before justices of the peace and prosecute
charges of felony or misdemeanor for which the offend-
er is required to be recognized and to appear before a

court of record when it is within his power to do so.

7. To give his opinion without fee or reward, to any county
officer or justice of the peace in his coionty i^ion any
question of law relating to any criminal or other matter
in which the people of the state or county may be con-
cerned.

8. To assist the Attorney General whenever it m?,y be neces-
sary, pjid in cases of appeal or writ of error from his
county to the Supreme Court, to which it is the duty of

the Attorney G-oneral to attend, he shall, a rcp.sonable

time before the trial of such appeal or writ of error,

furnish the Attorney General with a brief, showing the

nature of the case and the questions involved.
9. To pay all moneys received by him in trust, without de-

lay, to the officer who by law is entitled to their custody.
10. To perform such other gind further duties as may from

time to time be enjoined upon him by law,

11. To appear in all proceedings by collectors of taxes

against delinquent taxpayers for J\ad,gment to sell real

estate, and to see that all the necessary preliminary
steps have been legally taken to make the judgment legal

and binding.^

1. R«S.1845 , p. 76; R.S.1874 , p. 172-74.
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12. To enforce the collection of all fines, forfeitures, and

penalties imposed or incurred in the courts of record in

his county; and to report to the circuit court on the

collection of these moneys, •'•

Ebr state' s attorney' s reports to circuit court, see entries 206-208,

1. L.1909. p. 406; L.1912 , Third Sp. Sess. , p. 88; L.1929 , p. 475.



(Next entry 221, p. 173)

X. SUPSRVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS

The co\anty supervisor of assessments, with the aid of the township

assessors in Effingham County, is responsible for the assessnent of prop-
erty upon which the township, district, county, state, and other tatxes

are levied. Principally, these officers annually revise the assessment

of property, correct the same upon complaint, and quad.rennially assess

real and personal property. ^ Many statutory provisions have regulated

this function in Effingham Covinty. Early laws fixed the value of the

several categories of real and personal property, leaving to the assessing
officer only limited discretion.^

Property assessments in Effingham County were first made hy the county
treasurer, an appointee of the county commissioners' court. 3 The treas-

urer continued to act in this capacity until 1839, when the legislature pro-

vided for the appointment "by the county commissioners' court of district

assessors. 4 The duty of property assessment reverted to the county treas-

urer again in 1844^ and continued to te vested in that office until 1861

when township organization was instituted in this county, 6 and assessments

were made "by township assessors, elected one in each to?/nship annually."

Between 1849 and 1898, the assessing officers in Effingham County re-

ceived their assessment lists from and reported assessments to, the county

clerk. 8 In the latter year, the legislature provided that the county

treasurer should be ex-officio supervisor of assessments. 9 From that date

until the present, the township assessors have worked under the direction

1. L. 1871-72 . p. 20-22; L.1879 . p. 243; L.18B1 . p. 134; L.1891 . p. 187;

L.1898 . p. 37,40,44; L.1903 . p. 295.296; L.1923 . p. 491,492,504,505;
L.1927 . p. 713,714; L.1928 . First Sp. Sess., p. 106; L. 1931-32 . First

Sp. Sess., p. 66.

2. L.1819 . p. 313-19; L.1825 . p. 173; L.1839 , p. 4^6; L.1840 , p. 4;

L.1845 . p. 6.

3. R.L.1827 . p. 330.

4. L.1839 . t). 4.

5. L.1843 . p. 231,237.
6. Effingham County adopted township organization in 1860, but the change

did not become effective until 1861.
7. 1.1851 . p. 38,54-57; L.1853 . p. 14,15; L.1855 , p. 35,37; L. 1871-72 .

p. 20-24.

8. L.1849 . p. 121,128; L.1849 . Second Sess., p. 38; L.1853 . p. 14,17,47,
49,50; L. 1871-72 . p. 19,20,22,23.

9. L.1898, p. 36,37.
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Supervisor of Assessments (221-224;

of, and reported the assessment of property to, the co-unty treasurer, act-

ing in this ex-officio capacity. Every assessor is "bonded in the sum of

$500. Bond for the supervisor of assessments is $2,000 or such larger sum

as the county "board may determine,

1

For other taxation records, see entries 22-55» 85[ili ,vii ,viii ,x],

225-238.

221. REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY SCHEEULES, 1915~. 150 tdl.

Real estate and personal property schedules showing name and address of

ovmer, location of property, assessed value, and amounts of tax, interesti

and installments, Arr, hy date of schedule. No index, Hdw. on pr. fm.

6x3x3. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl,

222. RAILROAD TAX i^OOK, 1895—. 4 v. (O-F).

Schedules of railroad taxes, shoxnng name of railroad company, main, second-

ary ejid side track mileage, valuation, tax spread, and total tax. Also

contains Telephone and Telegraph Tax Book, 1895-1911, entry 223. Arr.

alph. by npjne of railroad. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 150 p.

15 X 14 X 2. V. C, D, 1895-1913, attic strm., 3rd fl. ; v. S, F, 1914--,

CO. elk. ' s vlt., 1st fl.

223. TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH TAX BOOK, 1912--. 2 v. (2, 3). IS95-I9II
in Railroad Tax Book, entry 222.

Schedules of telephone and telegraph tax, showing names of company and town-

ship, assessed and equalized values, tax spread, dates, and amount of tax.

Arr. "by date of assessment. No index. Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 16O p,

15 X lU X 2. V. 2, I912-2U, CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.; v. 3, 1925—, treas.'s
vlt,, 1st fl,

22k. ASSESSOR'S TRANSCRIPTS OF ORIGINAL LAND EOTRIES, IS5O-5I. 1 v.

Assessor's transcripts of original land entries, showing location and legal

description of property, name of purchaser, and date and amount of payment,
Arr, "by sec, twp., and range nos. No index. Hdw. Tinder pr, hdgs. 200 p.
IS X 12 X 2. Attic strm., 3rd fl.

J-T L.1898
, p. 38,39; L.1953 , p. 493,494; L.1927 . p. 743, 744.



(Next entry 225, p. 175)

XI. BOAHD OF REVIEW

The authority to assess, equalize, and review or revise the assess-
ment of property, an important aspect of the revenue procedure, is ex-

ercised "by the hoard of review.^ Early legislation provided for appeals
from assessments to the county commissioners' co>art. The court was em-

powered to review and revise assessments on real and personal property.

2

In 1849, when the county court succeeded the county commissioners' court
in Effingham County, appeals were made to that body.*^ !Vhen township
organization was instituted in 1861^ this Jurisdiction was given to the

town hoard composed of the township supervisor, clerk, ani. assessor.

°

The board of supervisors in their annual meeting examined the assessment
rolls in the several towns to ascertain whether the valuations in one
town bore just relation to the valuation in all other towrs in the county,

and was empo?/ered to increase or diminish the aggregate valuation of real
estate in any town accordingly. They could make whatever alterations deemed
necessary in the description of the lands of nonresidents^ and were required
to assess the value of any lands omitted by the assessor. ° In 1672 the

duties of the board of supervisors with regard to assessments were:

1. To assess omitted property.
2. To review assessments upon complaint.
3. To hear and determine the application of any person

assessed on property claimed to be exempt from taxation.
4. To ascertain whether the valuation in one town or

district bore just relation to the valuation in all
towns or districts in the county and adjust the assessment.*^

In 1898 this authority was transferred to the newly created board
of review, composed of the chairman of the county board who became ex-
officio chairman of the board of review, the county clerk, and one citi-
zen appointed by the county judge. ^ Since 1923 the board has consisted
of the chairman of the county board as ex-officio chairman of the board
of revie-w, and two citizens appointed alternately for two-year terms^ by
the county judge. The members of the board select their own clerk.

1- L.1898 . p. 46-49; L.1915 . p. 566-70; L.1919 , p. 727; L.1923 . p. 496-502;
L.1950 . First Sp. Sess., p. 85-90; L. 1931-32 . First Sp. Sess., p. 71,
75-78; L.1935 . o. 1163-66.

2. L.1839 . p. 7; L.1843 . p. 237; L.1845 . p. 8; R.S.1845 . p. 441.
3. L.1849 . p. 65.

4. Effingham County adopted township organization in 1850, but the change
did not become effective until 1861.

5. L.1851 . p. 56; L. 1871-72 . p. 21,22,24,25.
6. L.1851 . p. 57,58; L. 1871-72 . p. 24,25.
7. L. 1871-72 . p. 24,25.
8. L.1898 . p. 46.

9' Li223, p. 496,497; L. 1931-32 . First Sp. Sess., p. 71,72.
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Board of Review (225-228)

Today, the board of review in Effingham County is required to assess

tcjcable property omitted from the regular assessment, to review and cor-

rect assessments on property claimed to bo incorrectly assessed, to in-

crease or reduce the entire assessment if, in their opinion, it has not

been made upon the proper basis, and to hear and determine the applica-

tion of any person assessed on property claimed to be exempt from taxa-

tion, which application if successful must bo approved by the trjc com-

mission to be final. If such application is not approved the ormer may
have the question of exemption determined by judgment or decree of court,

and the board of rcviev; may correct any error or mistake (other than an

error of judgment as to valuation), mth the approval of the assessing

authority, any time before judgment of the court.

For other ta:cation records, see entries 22-55, 85 Liii,vii,x J, 221-

224, 229-238.

225. TAX OBJECTIOKS, 1932—. 1 f.b. (306).
Land ovmers' ' objections to special tc:5c assessments, showing names of owner

and attorney, legal description of property, amount of assessment, date

and nature of objection, and date set for board of revicvj- hearing. Arr, by

date of objection. No index. Typed and typed on pr. fm, 14 x IQfj x 4-^,

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

226. RA.ILROAD TiJi OBJECTIONS, 1933—. 1 f.b. (531). 1890-1932 in

(County Clerk's Miscellaneous Files), entry 85.

Objections of tax levies by railroad companies, showing name of company,

legal description and location of property, amounts of tax and abatement

requested, nature of objection, and date of filing. Arr. by date of filing.

No index. Typed on pr. fm. 14 x 10|- x 4^-. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st f1

.

227. BOiU?D OF REVIEW RECORD, 1399—. 3 v. (1-3),

Record of minutos of proceedings of board of review, showing date, names

of board members and complainant, cause for complaint, legal description

of property, and action of board. Arr. by date of boai-d meeting. No

index. Hdw. 400 - 700 p. 16 x 12 x zh - 18 x 13 x 4. Co. clk^'s vlt.,

1st fl,

228. COMPLiiINT DOCICET BOjiRD OF REVIEIT, 1899—, 2 v. (1, 2). Title

varies: Complaint Docket, v. 1, 1899-1935.

Docket of tojc complaints, showing date and'numl)er of complaint, name of

complainant, legal description of property, assessed and alleged values,

cause of complaint, and findings and order of board. Arr. by' complaint no.

No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 240 p. 18 x 13 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt.. It f 1.

1. L.1893 , p. 4G-49; L .1915 , p. 566-70; L.1919 , p. 72 7; L.1925 , p.
495-502; L.1930 , First Sp. Scss., p. 85-90; L. 1931-52, First Sp. Soss.,
p. 70,71,75-78; L.1C35, p. 1163-66; L.1939, p. 92&,930,



(Next entry 229, p. 177)

XII. COLLECTOR

Tax collections in EffinghRn County were first made by tho sheriff

acting as ex-offioio county collector .-^ V^ith the exception of five years,

1839 to 1844, when there existed a separate office of county collector

filled by appointment by the county commissioners' court, 2 the sheriff

continued to act in this capacity until 1861; in that year tovmship
organization vms instituted in this covinty,^ and tax collections became

the joint responsibility of the totmships and the county, Td.th the county

treasurer acting as ex-officio county collector,^

Under this plan, tovm collectors, elected one in each tovmship,^

made collections of resident property taxes, while nonresident and

delinquent taxes wore collected by the county treasurer ."^ By the terms

of an act of 1855, the tovm collectors wero required to return their

tax lists or books to the county collector who delivered them to the

County clerk. ^ This provision v/as changed in 1872 by an act of the
General Assembly v;hich provided that the county collector should make
an annual sworn statement to the county clerk, showing the total amount
of each kind of tax collected, the amount received from each tov/n col-
lector, and the amount collected by himself .9

The collection procedure in Effingham County v«xs altered in 1917
when the legislature provided for the abolishment of the office of tovm
collector in counties vfith fev;er than one hundred thousand inhabitants,

the county collector to be ex-officio tovm collector in such counties .-''^

As Effingham County never attained this population minimum,!! the county

1. R.L.1827, p. 370,374,
2. L.1838-59 , p. 7.

3. L.1843
, p. 234; L.1853 , p, 99. Effingham County adopted toivnship

organization in 1860, but the change did not become effective imtil
1861.

4. L.1851 , p. 38,59-64; L.1853 , p. 67.
5. L.1851 , p. 38.
6. Ibid., p. 59,
7. Ibid,, p. 53,
8. L.1855, p. 37.

9. L. l"871-72 , p. 56,57; L. 1873-.74, p. 56; L.1930, Sp, Soss., p. 65,67;
_L."l931, T). 756; L . 1951-3 2," First Sp. Scsg., p. 112; L.1953 , p. 875,
921'; L. 1953-34 , Third ^p. Soss., p. 220; L.1935 , p. 1158,1213.

10. L.1917 , p. 793".

11. rhV'po'pulation of Effingham County \ms 20,055 in 1910; 19,556 in 1920;
and 19,013 in 1930 ( Population Bulletin, p. 8).
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collector has since 1917 made collections for the townships as v;ell as

for the county,^

The county collector is bonded in an amount determined by the county
board in addition to that bond required of him as county treasurer,

^

Under statutory provisions, ' he collects tc^jxes for the state, county, and
other governmental agencies, and pays to the proper authorities the amount
in his hands payable to them.^ He also settles annually with the county
board, Ko prepares an annual list of delinquent property and files it

with the county clerk, ^ advertises his intention of applying for judgment
for sale of delinquent lands and lots, and is required to attend, in per-
son or by deputy, all tvx sales resulting from this action. The county
clerk, in person or by deputy, is also required to attend all tax sales.

At such sales, the clerk and collector note and make entry of all tax
sales and forfeitures to the state,

^

The county collector is required to keep his records as collector of

taxes separate from his records as county treasurer ,'•'-' The records of the

collector's office include duplicates of receipts issued to taxpayers,
state auditor's and county clerk's certification of the collector's settle-

ment with them, duplicates of the collector's reports, delinquent property
records, and tax sale and forfeiture records.

For other taxation records, see entries 22-55, 85[iii,vii,x], 221-228,

Collection

229, PERSONAL PROPERTY TAiC RETURIIS, 1935—, 2 cabinets.

Personal property tax returns, shovdng date, name, address, and occupa-

tion of taxpayer, location and description of property, valuation, tax

spread, and am.ount of tax, Arr. bj/- date of return, Ko index. Typed on

pr, fm. 30 X 42 X 12, Treas,'s vlt,, 1st fl.

1, L.1925 , p, 605; L.1929 , p, 774,775; L,1931 , p, 905-8; L.1953 , p. 1115,

1116,

2, L. 1871-72 , p, 36; L.1931 , p. 748; L. 1951-32 , First Sp. Soss., p, 85,

86; L. 1953-34 , Third Sp, Soss., p, 225,226,

3, L. 1371-72 , p, 56-59; L.1933 , p, 922; L,1935 , p, 1156,1213; L, 1955-36 ,

Fourth Sp. Scss,, p, 68,59,

4, L. 1871-72 , p. 55; L.1935 , p, 1155,1156,

5, L,1898 , p, 51; L,1931 , p. 759,

6, L. 1871-72 , p, 44; L.1S57 , p, 1010,

7, L. 1871-72 , p, 48; L.1950 , First Sp. Scss., p. 64.

8, L. 1871-72 , p. 48.

9, Ibid.; L.1933 , p. 886.

10. L.1917 , p. 664,665; L.1930 , First Sp. Scss,, p, 60-62; L,1935 , p.

1149-58,
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Collector -. Settlement (230-236)

230, RECEIPTS FOR DISTRIEUTIOK OF TAXES, 1923—. 1 v.
Duplicate receipts issued for tax money distributed by county collector,
shovring date, amounts, and name of recipient, Arr. by date of receipt.
No index. Kdw. on pr. fm» 400 p. 17 x 14 x 2, Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl,

231, DUPLICATE TAX R2CEIITS, 1936—. 16 bdl,, 29 f.d.
Duplicate tax receipts sho^vlng name of taxpayer, legal description of
propertj*-, amount, and date of pa;,Tnent. Arr» by date of payment . llo

index, Hd;v, on pr, fm. Bdl, 5x9x6; f.d, 6 x 13 x 24, Treas«»s vlt,,
1st fl.

232, DAY BOOK, 1851— . 1 v.
Treasurer's daily account of tax receipts, shovring date and amount received
each day, and grand total of receipts for each year. Also contains tran-
scripts of lists of delinquent taxes from error and insolvency cases. Arr,
by date of receipt,. No index, Hdw, 200 p. 12 x 8 x 1, Treas.'s vlt.,
1st fl.

233, COLLECTORIS ACCOUNTS VriTH COUITTY FUNDS, 1371-85. 2 v, (B, 1 not
lettered). 1886— in Settlement Record, entry 236.

Collector's accounts of taxes, shovdng amounts of current and delinquent
taxes, penalties, and interest collected, tax spread, date, and total
collections. Arr. by date of collection. No index, rldv;. under pr. hdgs,
170 - 214 p, 16 X 12 X 1 l/2 - 18 x 13 x 2. V. D, 1871-82, attic strm,, 3rd
fl.; 1 V. not lettered, 1883-35, trees. 's vlt., 1st fl.

234, DAILY STATElffiNT OF COLLECTIONS (Journal), 1930—. 1 v.
Daily memorandum of tax collections, shov;ing date, amount, and name of payer,
tax spread, and total amount of collections. Arr, by date of payment. No
index, Hdv, 50 p. 16 x 14 x l/2. Treas.'s vlt,, I'st fl.

235, RECEIPTS BY CCUI^TY COLLECTO?., 1931— . 2 v.
Register of taxes oollected by various banks in Effingham County, shov.'ing

names of bank and collector, dato and amount collected, and total amount of
tax collected. Arr. by date of collection. No indox. Iid;v, undor pr. hdgs.
200 p. 16 X 11 X 1. Trees, 's vlt., 1st fl.

Settlement

236. SETTLEMENT RECORD, 1880—. 7 v. (B-F, 2. 1 not labeled). Missing:
1903-20. Title varies: Ledger, v. B-F, 1880-1902, 2, 1921-35.

County collector's accounts of taxes received from township collectors, show-
ing nejnes of collector and township, date and amount of current and delin-
quent tpjces collected, tpjc spread, and total tax collections. Also contains
Collector's Accounts with County Funds, 1886— , entry 233, pjid Treasurer's
(Teachers') Institute Record, 1883-88, entry 255. Arr. alph. byname of twp.
No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 - 350 p. 16 x 14 x 2 - 18 x 14 x 3.

V, B-F, 1880-1902, attic strm., 3rd fl. ; v. 2, 1 not labeled, 1921—, treas.'s
vlt., 1st fl.



- 179 -

Collector - Settlement (237,238)

237. ABATSIENT SSCORD, 1909—, 2 v. U, 2).

Record of a-batemcnts, showing name of person assessed, legcil description,

vrlvLC-tion, tejc spread, tot?l tpx due, and cause of delinquency, u^rr, "by

sec, t\\p., and raiage nos. No index. Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 148 p,
18 X 14 3 ^. Treas."s vlt., 1st fl.

238. HEFUmiHG FUITD, TOWIT LOTS MTD PSRSOInTAL PROPZETy, 1875-77. 1 v,

Lists of tBX refunds on real and personc?JL property, showing name of tas-
pDj'er, description of property, amounts collected and refunded, and dates.
Arr, "by date of refuiid, llo index. Hdw. under pr, hdgs, 500 p.
15 2 12 s 4, Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.



(Next entry 239, p. 181

)

XIII. TREASUEEH

In Effingham County the treasurer was first appointed by the county
commissioners' court. 1 From 1837 to the present the treasurer has been
elected by the people of the county, 2 and is commissioned by the Gover-
nor for a four-year term."^ In 1880, by amendment to the Constitution
of 1870, it was provided that no treasurer be eligible for reelection to

the office until four years after the expiration of his term of office.^
The penal sum of the treasurer's bond and his securities are determined
by the county board. ^ Upon request of the treasurer, the board designates
the bank in which the public funds are to be deposited.

In the performance of his duties, the treasurer receives the revenue
of the county, has custody of its fiinds, and disburses them in accordance
with orders of the county board or specific authorization by law. Ke is

required to keep books of accounts of all funds received and disbursed by
him, to maintain a register -of county orders countersigned and paid, to

report annually to the county board on the financial transactions of his
office, and to settle his accounts with the board semiannually.^ The

last two requirements give rise to a number of segregated records of ac-
counts beyond strict statutory requirements. In addition, reports are
made to the treasurer by other county, district, public, and semi-public
authorities in the process of transacting business with him: and, finally,
a large number of records arise from the requirement for collectors of
taxes to settle their accounts with the treasurer.'''

The treasvirer acts as ex-officio treasurer of the special drainage
district.'

1. R.L.1827 . p. 329; R.L.1833, v>. 514-16.
2. L.1857 . p. 49,274; L.1846 ; p. 28; R.S.1845

. p. 137; L.1851 , ^. 144;
Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

3. The term was set at four years in 1837 (L.1837 . p. 274); it was later
reduced to two years (L.1845 , p. 28; L.1851 . p. 144), The office was
made constitutional in 1870 without change of term (Constitution of
1870, Art. X, sec. 8). Then in 1880, the term was lengthened to four
years (Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8, as amended November, 1680).

4. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8, as amended November, 1880.
5. R.L.1827 . p. 329; R.S.1874 . p. 323. The bond is required to be filed

in the office of the coxinty clerk.
6. L.1837 . p. 582,583; L.1343 . p. 151; R.S.1845

. p. 137-39; L.1861 .

p. 239,240; R.S.1674 . p. 323,324.
7. R.L.1827 . p. 330-33; L.1839 . p. 8-10; L.1845

, p. 11; L.1895 . p. 304;
L.1913 . p. 516; L.1833 . p. 898.

8. L.1836 . p. 78,104.

•
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Treasurer - General Ac- (239-243)

counts; Special Accounts

General Accoxmts
(See also entry 4)

Registers

239. APPROPRIATION RECORD, 1925— . 2 v. (3, 1 not numbered). Title

varies: Register of County Orders, v. 3, 1925-33.

Register of county orders, including jury certificates, witness fee

certificates, mothers' pension orders, and orders for court costs and fees,

showing name of fund, date, amount, purpose, and number of order, and amount

available. Arr. by date of order. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 400 -

475 p. 11 1/2 X 15 X 2 - 18 X 13 X 2 1/2. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Cash Books

240. TREASURER'S CASH BOOK, 1867—. 2 v. (1 not numbered, 1). Missing:

1873-78.
County treasurer's account of receipts and disbursements, showing date,

amount, and purpose of receipt or disbursement, accounts credited or debit-

ed, name of payer or payee, and balance available. Arr. by date of receipt

or disbursement. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 250 p. 18 x 13 x 3.

Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Special Accounts
(See also entry 4)

School (See also entries
54V[v], 252-257)

241. NON-HIGK SCHOOL RECORD, 1918—. 1 v. (1),

County treasurer's account of non-high school funds, showing names of payee,

payer, and township, number and amount of order, and date of payment. Arr.

by date of receipt. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 160 p. 16 x 12 x 2.

Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Highway

242. COUNTY KOTOR FUEL TAX ALLOTR^NT RECORD, 1932—. 2 v.

Lists of allotments from motor fuel tax fund, showing dates, estimate of

cost, route, receipt, claim., and section numbers, amounts requested by
resolution of county board, date, nar.e of person allotted to;, amounts of

receipts and disbursements, and balance available. Arr. by date of al-

lotment. No index. Hdv/. under pr. hdgs. 50 p. 10 x 12 x l/2. Treas.'s

vlt., 1st fl.

243. STATE AID ORDERS, 1925--. 2 v. (2, 3).
Register of state-aid road orders, showing balance on hand, number, amount,

purpose, and date of order, and names of to->vnship, recipient, and super-

visor issuing order. Arr. alph. by nam.e of twp. No index. Hdw. under pr.

hdgs. 298 p. 16 X 12 X 2. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Treasurer - Reports (244-248)

244. MOTOR FUEL TAX, 1931—. 1 v. (l).

Register of motor fuel tax warraints, shoring name and amount of fund, date,

amount, number, and purpose of order, and name of recipient. Arr. "by date

of order. No index. Hdw. 300 p. 16 l/2 x 11 x 2. Treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.

245. COUNTY HIGH7AY WARRANT REGISTER, 1932—. 2 v.

Register of county highway warraJits, showing claim niomber, date, number,

amount, and purpose of v/arrsint, and name of recipient. Arr. by narrant no.

No index. Hdw. on pr. fra. 400 p. 14 l/2 x 12 x 2. 1 v. , 1932-34, co. clk.'s

vlt., 1st fl.; 1 v., 1955—, treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.

Dog License

246. DOG LICENSE FUND RECORD, 1920—. 1 v. (l).

Record of dog license fund, showing amounts of appropriation received and
claimed, number of sheep killed, appraised value, date, and names of

claimants and appraiser. Arr. by date of payment. No index. Ediv. on pr.

fm. 160 p. 16 X 12 X 1 l/2. Treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.

Reports

247. COUNTY TREASURER'S REGISTER OF COUNTY CLERK'S REPORTS, 1902—

.

1 V. (1).

Treasurer's register of reports from county clerk, including:
i. Register of birth and death reports, 1902— , showing name of

registrar, number of births and deaths reported, and date and
amount of payment,

ii. Register of bank deposits, 1902— , showing name of bank, and date
and amount deposited.

iii. Register of inheritance taxes collected, 1905— , showing names
of estate and heirs, value of property, and date and amount of
tax collected,

iv. Co-onty treasurer's trust fund accoxints, 1903— , showing names of
estate and heirs, date, amount in trust and withdravm by heirs,
and balance available.

V. Register of school taj: distributions, 1906— , showing date,
school district number, name of school, and amount of tax
allocated.

Also contains Treasurer's (Teachers') Institute Record, 1902-25, entry 355.
Arr. by date cf report. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 16 x 11 x 2.

Treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.

248. BIENNIAL REPORT OF EFFINGHAlvl COUI^TTY, 1934—. 1 v.

Certified accountant's biennial reports of audits of county treasurer's
office, showing receipts and disbursements of all funds, and balance avail-
able in each fund. Arr. by date of report. No index. Typed. 20 p.
11 X 9 X 1/2. Treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.
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Treasxirer - Bond Issues; (2U9-.251)

Receipts, Checks and Bank
Statements

Bond Issues

2U9. RECORD OF BONDS AND 0RD7JIS, 1919--. 1 v. (l).

Register of cash received from county bond issue.3, showing date, number,

and amount of bonds, names of county funds, ajno>ant allocated to each fund,

allocation order number, and bala.nce available. Arr, by date of bond.

No index. Hdw. on or. fra. U58 p. 18 x I3 x 2. Treas. 's vlt. , 1st fl.

Receipts, Checks p,nd Bank Statements

250. CANCELLED CHrLCKS, I936— . U ^dl.

Cancelled checks showing names of bank, payee, treasurer, pjid fund, d=te,

number, gimount, and piiTDOse of check, and date of cancellation. Arr. bj'

check no. No index. Hdw, on pr. fm. 8x2 l/2 x 1 l/2. Treas. 's vlt.,

1st fl.

251. DEPOSIT SLIPS, 1937—. 28 v.

Stub record of bank deposits, showing name of bank, date and amount of

deposit, and cashier's initials. Arr. by date of deposit. No index.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 50 r>. 8 x 3 x l/2. Treas. 's vlt., 1st fl.



(Next ontry 252, p, 18G)

XIV, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

The first county school official in Effingham County v/as the county

school commissioner. The principal duties of this officer, an appointee
of the county commissioners' court, centered around tho salo of school

lands. His reports of those sclcs vrorc made to tho county commissioners'

court end recorded by its clerk in a vrell-bound book kept for that pur-

pose. The school commissioner also reported to the county CQmmissioners'

court on his other transactions in re{;;^f?.rd to the school fund. Beginning

with the year 1841^ the school commissioner vrcs elected for a two-year

term. In 1845 tho office of county superintendent of schools was croatod
as an>ox-officio office of the county school commissioner. ° For his ox-

officio duties as superintendent of schools, the commissioner, rcccivod
additional compensation for tho days actually engaged in the performance
of these duties. In 1865 tho office of county superintendent of schools

was established as an independent office, and had dol,cgated to it tho

authority formerly vested in the county school commissionor.

Tho suporintendont of schools is' a statutory office, now elective

for -a tcrm-of four years. ^ Before entering upon his duties he must take

and subscribe to an oath and execute a bond in th® penal sum of not less

than s!^12,000 to be approved by the county bor.rd or by tho judge and clerk

of the county court. ^ Tho superintendent's office serves as the central

school administrative agency for the county." One or more of the several

congressional' tovoiships comprise tho several school districts. Withip th.cso

administrative units are o-lccted boards of trustees who havo executive and

financial res^bnsibilitics v/hich come under the supervision of tho county
supcrintenddftt.^^ The board of trustees appoint their own treasurers vfho

also aot ds clerks of the township (or school district) boards.
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Superintendent of Schools

The superintendent mnkes qur.rterly Pind pjinvial reports to the county

tor-rd pjid also reports to the Stp.te Superintendent of Puhlic Instruction,

the State Dep-^rtment of Puhlic Health, the state fire marshal, r.nd the

state architect. His original duties are the following:

1. To sell township fund lands and issue certificates of

purchase.
2. To examine the complete accounts of every toffindhip

treasurer in his coianty and report irregularities

to the township trustees.
3. To conduct a teachers' institute, hold quarterly

exaMTiinations for teachers' certificates, and issue

such.

4. To hold examinations for normal and university
scholarships.

5. To visit the puhlic schools in the county, observe

methods of instruction, make recommendations to

teachers, and advise school officers; to observe

sanitary and safety conditions, and notify trustees

and state authorities of unsatisfactory conditions;

to inspect plans and specifications, pJid approve

those meeting state regulations. '-

A noteworthy undertaking of the superintendent of schools is the

annual teachers' institute. Pioneer legislation of 1869 provided that

the school directors were to allow school teachers to attend tlie teachers'

institute in their county without the loss of time or pay. 2 Twenty years

later, the superintendent of schools was required to hold the institute

ajinually.3 A fund was set up for this purpose which has continued to be

made up of the fees received from applicants for teachers' certificates

and from teachers' registration. Money from the fund is paid out only

on the order of the superintendent to defray the expenses of the annual

institute, \7hen the fund exceeds the ajinual cost of the institute, the

excess may be paid out for speciaJ. meetings of teachers*

1. R.S.1845 , p. 498,499; L.1847 , p. 122; L.1849 , p. 156; L.1853
, p. 245,

247; L.1855
, p. 66,67; L.1861 . p. 190,191; L.1865 , p. 119,120; L.1909,

p. 347-50; L.1915 , p. 636-38.

2. L.1B69
, p. 394.

3. L.1889 , p. 312.

4. L.1905. p. 385; L.1931, p. 876.
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Superintendent of Schools - (252-256)
Accounts of School Funds

Accounts of School Funds
(See also entries 241, 247[v])

252. COmiTY SUPERINTEIIDEJT'S RECORD OF DISTRIBUTIVE FUITD, 1923—,
2 V.

Superintendent's account of the state distributive fund, shovring names of
to'vvnship and treasurer, location and number of tovmship and school dis-
tricts, amounts received and expended from the distributive fund for each
month of school term, and balance, Arr. by dist, no. No index, Hdv/,

under pr, hdgs, 50 p. 14 x 20 x 1/^ . Off, of supt, of sch., 1st fl.

253. Journal, 1837— . 3 v. Tiissing: 1853-81. Title varies: Cash
Book, 2 v., 1837-1950.

Record of school funds, including institute and state school, non-high
school funds, 1931— ; gas tax distribution to elementary and high schools,
1934—, shov/ing date, amount and purpose of receipt or expenditure, names
of payee, payer, and fund debited or credited to total amount of receipts
and expenditures, amount of office expenses, balance available in various
funds, and amount of tax distributed to each school district, Arr. by
date of entry. Indexed alph. by title of fund, Ildw. under pr, hdgs,
300 p, 14 X 10 X 2. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl,

254. STATE TEACHERS' PENSION AND RETIREMENT TUlu) RECORD, 1921 1 v.
Record of teachers' pension and retirement fund, showing name and address
of teacher, dates of school term, name and number of school district,
monthly salary of teacher, total yearly salary, class and kind of certifi-
cate, total niimbor of months in school term, and totsd amo'onts of compul-
sory or voluntary contributions to pension fund, Arr, by district no. No
index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 250 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

255. TRE/.SURER'S (Teachers') IITSTITUTE RECORD, 1926—. 1 v. 1-iissing:

1809-1901. 1883-88 in Settlement Record, entry 236; 1902-25 in
County Treasurer's Register of County Cleric's Reports, entry 247,

Teachers' institute records shov/ing date and amount of fees received for
registration of certificates, names of county treasurer, superintendent of
schools, and teachers, date and amoimt of disbursement, and total balance
on hand, Arr, by date of receipt. Ho index, Hdw. 300 p. 17 x 12 x 2,
Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

256. CCUl'TY SUPEPJNTEI'DEirrS' EJCAlflMTION BOOK, 1379-95, 1 v.
Record of examinations of school funds in each tovmship, shov."ing date,
amount, and purpose of receipt or expenditure, names of recipient and
payer, amount, and cause of indebtedness, to v.'hom indebted, date of exam-
ination of books, signature of county superintendent, and name and number
of tovmship, Arr. by tv/p, no. No index. Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 145 p.
14 X. 10 X 1 1/2. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

For similar records, see entry 253,
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Superintendent of Schools - (257-262)

School Districts; Teachers'
Records

257. LOANS FROM SCHOOL FUfTDS, 1839-59, 1 t.

Record of loans from school funds, showing date, amount, and terms of

loan, name and number of township lending money, name of person receiving
loan, description of securities, and name of school commissioner. Airr. by
date of loan. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 200 p. 14 x 5 x l-g-. Off.

of supt. of soh-.^lst fl.

For other loans from school funds, see entry 268.

School Districts

258. CLAIMS FOR STATE AID, 1936—. 4 bdl.
Claims of school districts in county for state aid, showing name and num-
ber of school district, general information, names and qualifications of

teachers, and budget. Arr. by sch. district no. ]Jo index. Hdw. on pr.

fm. 14 X 10 X 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

259. SUPERINTENDENT'S xRECORD OF VISITS (Illinois Rating Sheet, County
Superintendent;' s Field Book), 1935— . 1 v.

Record of superintendent's field visits, showing legal requirements of

building, educational equipment, teacher's qualifications, v;hether such

information conforms with state requirements for recognition, name and
number of school district, and date of visit. Arr. by date of visit. No

index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p. 10 x 8 x 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl,

Teachers' Records

260. RECORD OF REGISTRATION OF TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES, 1897—. 19 bdl.
Applications for registration of teachers-'- certificates, showing name.and
address of teacher, date, number, and kind of certificate, number of years
of teaching experience in Illinois and other states, total number of years
taught, school district number of present position, and number of credits
earned in past year. Arr. by sch. district no. No index. Hdv;. on pr. fm.

12 X 8 X 2. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

261. ILLINOIS TEACHERS' PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE RECORD, 1926—.
2 f.b. Title varies: Teachers' Perm.arent Record Cards, 1 f.b.,
1926-29.

Teachers' permanent record showing name, age, and address of teacher, num-
ber and kind of certificate, schools attended, salary, subjects and grade
taught, teaching experience, and amount contributed to teachers' pension
and retirement funds. Arr. alph. by name of teacher. No index. Hdv/. on
pr. fm. 8 X 10 X 5, Off. of supt. of sch. 1st fl.

262. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD OF TEACHERS' EXAJl^INATIONS, 1873--. 2 v.

Superintendent's record of teachers' examinations, showing name, age, na-
ti^jity, and address of teacher, date and place of examination, subjects

examined in, grades earned in each, and date and kind of certificate is-

sued. Arr. by date of examination. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 150

p. 12 X 10 X 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.
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Superintendent of Schools - (263-268)
Pupil Records; Reports

Pupil Records

263. PUPILS' PERMAlN-ENT RECORD, 1926~. 2 f .t.

Record of pupils enrolled in rurnl pjid villpige schools, showing nrjne, r.ge,

?Jid p-ddress of pupil, school district number, ';;rp,de in school, scholar-
ship ;>jid attendpjice record, pjid dr.te of school term, Arr. by sch. dis-
trict no. No index. Hdw, on pr. fm. 12 x 8 x 18. Off. of supt. of
sch., Ist fl.

264. RECORD OF GRADUATES, 1902—. 3 v. Title varies: Superintend-
ent's Record of Examinations on Common School Course, 1 v.,

1902-10; Record of Pupil Examinations, 1 v., 1911-20.
Lists of eighth grade graduates of county schools, showing names and ad-
dresses of graduates, names of teacher holding examination and principal*
name and number of township gjid school district, subjects examined in and
grades earned, date examination held, and signature of principal. Arr.
by date of examination. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 75 p. 12 x 10 x 1.

Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

Reports

265. ANNUAL REPORT OF COUi^TY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, 1911—. 28 v.

Annual reports of county superintendent of schools, to state department of
schools, showing school census, enrollments, n^jnes of teachers, positions,
qualifications, promotion of health and attendance, tax levies, ann\ial

sa.larie8 of elementary and high school teachers, district distributive pjid

township fxinds, receipts and expenditures, tuitions paid, exhibits, and
investments, general and financial reports, number of one-room schools,
and memoranda. Arr. pJph. by subject. No index. Hdw, on pr. fm, 38 p,
15 X 10 X 1/2, Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

265, TEACHERS' SEIffiSTER REPORTS, 1935--. 1 f.b.
Teachers' semester reports to county superintendent of schools, showing
health, attendance, and scholarship record of pupils, names and ages of
pupils, subjects pursued, n^jne and number of school district, date of re»
port, and signature of teacher. Arr. by sch. district no. No index.
Hdw. on pr. fra. 12 x 8 x 18. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

267. TRUAl-ICY RECORD, 1937—. 1 t.

Reports to superintendent of school from truant officers on truancy cases,
showing names of truant and truant officer, date of report, grade of school,
and name ajid address of parents or gur.rdian, Arr, by sch. district no. No
index. Hdw. on pr, fm. 100 p. 9 x 5 1/2 x 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

268. TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT, 1914—. 375 v.

School trustees' ?2inual reports, showing names of school trustees and
teachers, school census, district number, number of students enrolled in
each school, qualifications of teachers, income from taxes and other
sources, account of expenditxires, CJid loans from school funds. Arr. by
district no. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 12 p. 14 x 8 l/2 x 1/4. Off.
of supt, of sch,, 1st fl.

For other loans from school fxinds, see entry 257.
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Superintendent of Schools - Reg- (269-272)
ister of School Officers; School
Treasurers' Bonds; L'aps and Plats

Register of School Officers

269. RECORD OF SCHOOL 0FFIC3HS ^J'D TEACHERS, 1888—. 4 v.

Register of school officers and teachers, shov,rinp; names and addresses of
teacher and school officer, title of office, length of term of office,
school district number, yearly salary of teacher, kind of certificate, and
niimber of months in school term. Arr, by district no. No index. Hdw.
under pr. hdgs. 100 p. 12 x 10 x 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

School Treasurers' Bonds

270. TO'.T.vSn IP (School) TREASURERS' BONDS, 1930—. 5 bdl., 1 f.b.

Original bonds of township school treasurers, showing names of principal,
trustees, and sureties, date, amount, and obligations of bond, and date of
filing. Arr. by date of filing. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. Bdl. 8 x 4-|-

X 1; f.b. 12 X 4 X 8. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

Maps and Plats
(See also entries 85[viii], 88[vii,x], 118-121)

271. SCHOOL PLATS, 1857-72. 1 v.

Plats of original school districts in Effingham County, showing names and
numbers of townships and school districts, name of school commissioner,
dates of survey and filing, and location, description, and boundaries of

each school district. Arr. by twp. and sch. district nos. No index. Hdw,
and hand-drawn. 100 p. 14 x 10 x 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl.

272. SCHOOL AIx'B ROAD DISTRICT PLATS (School Plats), 1867—. 2 v.

(1 not numbered, 1). Title varies: School Plats, 1 v. not num-
bered, 1867-1900.

Plats of all school districts, showing boundaries of each district, date
of plat, township and range numbers, and changes in boundaries. Authors,
C. F. Kyle, Ray Siders, and Phillip Killerville. Arr. by date of plct.
No index. Hdw. 1 in. to 1 mi.; 2 in. to 1 rai. 125 p. 16 x 11 x r|-,

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.



(Next entry 273, p. 192)

XV. SUPExRINTENDENT OF HIGfTiVAYS

From 1833 to 1849 the county commissioners' court exercised jur-

isdiction over roads and bridges in Effingham County.^ The court was

empowered to locate new roads, to alter or vacate old roads, to divide

the county into road districts, and to appoint a supervisor in each

district.^ The construction and maintenance of roads were effected by

means of a labor tax levied on all able-bodied men between the ages of

eighteen and fifty. It was the supervisors' duty to summon these men

for work when road labor was needed.

^

From 1849 to 1861, the county court in Effingham County had the con-

trol and supervision of public roads and bridges. The substitution of

this administrative body for the old county comjnissioners • court effect-

ed no material changes in the earlier set up. The system of road dis-
tricts was retained and the work of superintending road construction
and maintenance continued to be vested in district supervisors.^

In 1861, when township organization was instituted in Effingham

County, 5 the care and superintendence of roads became the responsibility

of the townships. In 1849, legislation enabling the adoption of this

form of county government had provided for the election in each tovm-

ship of a highway commissioner and as many overseers of highways as there

were road districts in the county. The commissioners at their annual

meeting determined necessary action for establishing new roads and re-

pairing, altering, or vacating old roads; the overseers of highways were

then required to carry out the commissioners' instructions. ^ This system

of road control and maintenance obtained vmtil 1913; in that year the

office of superintendent of highways was first established.*^ The boards

of highway commissioners which existed prior to that dttte have continued
to function, but their powers are principally subordinated to those of
the superintendent of highways.

The superintendent is appointed by the county board. The board
submits a list of three to five candidates to the State Department of

1. L.1819 , p. 175; R.L.1327 , p. 340.
2. L.1819 , p. 333; L.182b , p^ 130; R.L.1327 . p. 340,344.
3. L.l»19 , p. 334; T>..lAliZ7 , p. 341,342.
4. L.1847 , p. 111-13; L.TMQ , p. 65; L.1B51 , p. 179.

5. To\vnship organization, adopted in 1850, but the change did not become

effective until 1861.
6. L.1849 , p. 212.
7. L.l'JIS, p. 524.
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Superintendent of
Highways

of Public TiYorks and Buildings, -vhich department examines the candidates

to determine the person best fitted for the office. 1 The successful
candidate holds office for six years and is remunerated in a sum fixed

by the county board.

The poT/ers and duties of the superintendent of hi,o:hways come under
the rules and regulations of the Department of Public '.Yorks and Buildings.
However, the superintendent exercises supervision over toivnship, county,
and state-aid roads, and bridges and culverts in his county, and is re-

quired to perform such other duties as may be frescribed by the chief
engineer of the state.

2

His principal duties are as follov;s;

1. To prepare plans, specifications, and estimates for all
bridges to be built by the county,

2. To supervise the construction and maintenance of county
roads and bridges, and state-aid roads.

3. To inspect the highways and bridges in each town or dis-
trict of his county at least once a J^ear.

4. To advise and direct the highway coiranissioners in each

town or district as to the best methods of repair, main-
tenance, and improvement of highways and bridges.

5. To approve any purchase in excess of $200 for materials,
machinery, or apparatus to be used in road construction
in any tovm or district.

3

He is required to keep the following records:

1. Records of contracts, purchases, and expenditures
authorized by himself, the county board, or township
comjnissioners.

2. Maps, plats, blueprints, specifications, etc., arising
from his supervision of roads and bridges, or the plan-
ning of nevi construction.

3. Accounts of the funds handled by his office.
4. Reports from other officers or bodies touching upon the

affairs of his office; copies of his own reports on the

administration of his office; related papers.

4

1. L.1921 , p, 781; L.1953 , p. 961. From 1913 to 1917 the list was sub-
mitted to the State Highway Commission (L.1913, p. 524). In 1917
this state agency was abolished, and its rights, nov/er^ and duties
were vested in the Department of Public '.Vorks and Buildings, created
in the same year ( L.1917 , p. 4,16,24).

2. L.1921 , p. 782; L.1933 , p. 961.
3. L.1913 , p. 523-2'5^

4. Ibid., p. 525.



- 192 -

Superintendent of Highways - Com- (273-277)
missioners* Records; Construction
and Maintenance Records

All of the records of the superintendent of highways are kept in his
office on the second floor of the courthouse.

Comnissioncrs' Records

2 73. CERTIFIED COF/ OF TO^;/i'ISKIP ROADS OF DOUGLAS AIID LIBERTY TOVrilSHIPS,

18S1-99. 1 V.

Transcribed copies of township road records, showing location and legal
description of roads, dates of inspection tnd survey, and order establish-
ing highvra.y. Arr. by date of inspection. No index. Typed. 100 p. 9 x 11 x 1,

Construction and Maintenance Records

Plans and Specifications

274. (RO/iDS jJ-ID ERIDGES), 1935—. 16 plans.
Construction plans of roads and bridges, shovri-ng description and location
of construction, and specifications. Hand-druvm. 1 in. to 40 ft.; 1 in. to
100 ft. 24 X 24.

Contracts

275. CONTPJLGT COliSTRUCTION LEDGER, 1935—. 1 v.

Ledger of contract constructions, showing date, claim number, itemized
contract costs, and distribution of costs to funds, names of contractor and
bonding company, and dates of award and completion. Arr. by date of avfixrd.

No index, Hdv.-. under pr. hdgs. 100 p. 11 x 16 x 1.

Material

276. lIACHIinSRY AIID EQUIPMENT RECORD, 1923—, 1 f.b.

Card record of mafthinery and equipment purchased, shelving type, make, and
cost of machinery, names of seller and purchaser, depreciation, amount and
date of receipt, and date of purchase. Arr, by date of purchase. No index,

Typed. 9 X D-j X 14,

Labor

277. VfOI^LIENS • THIE CARD, 1935—. 4 f.b,

Worlanons' time cards showing name of employee, date and type of work performed,

number of hours worked, rate of pay, and total aniount earned. Arr. alph. by

name of employee. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 5 x 4 x 20.



Sup or illtendont of Highwr;/-s - (278-284)

ALlotraents and Claims; Warrants

Allotments and Claims

278, MAIiPrirJA'''CIl COST LEDGER - MOTOR FUEL FUND, 1935~v, 1 v.

Motor fuel tax maintenance cost ledger shov;ing route and claim nuiabers,

name of account, distri^bution of fund and maintenance, total amount of

payment, and "balance available. Arr. by date of payment. No index,

Hdv;, under pr, hdgs. 150 p. 11 x 17 x l|,

279, MAIITTSNAKCE COST LEDGER, STATE AID FUITD, 1935—. 1 v,

ledger of state-aid highv/sy maintenance costs, showing name of tov/nslilp,

nunber, date, pud. amount of claim, and cost per township for roads rjad

bridges, Arr. alph, Vj name of tvra. No index, Hdw. on pr. fm, 125 p,

11 X 15 X 1.

280, COTJITTY MOTOR FUEL TAX ALLOTI'iElIT RECORD, 1935~. 1 v.

Accounts of motor fuel ta:: allotaents, shov/ing date and amount of rllot-

ncnt received from motor fuel tax, fjno-unts distributed for road purposes

to each township and district, total amounts distributed, -nd balraicc

available. Arr. by date of receipt*. Ko index. Hdw, under pr. hdgs,

200 p. 9i X 12 X 2,

281, STATE AID .WD MOTOR FUEL TAX CLAIMS, 1935—. 3 f.d.

Motor fuel and state-aid claims, showing purpose, number, date, amount,

and description of claim, name, fxddress, .-nd affidavit of claimajit, rp-

prova-l, pjid signatures of claim committee and si:?)erintendent of highways,

Arr. by da.te of claim. ITo index. Typed on pr. fn. 14 x 11 x 24 -

16 X Hi X 22.

282, CLiUM REGISTER - MOTOR FUEL YJKD, 1935—, 1 v.

Register of claims against motor fuel tax funds, showing nrone of fund,

nunber, date, ajid cmount of claim, location and description of service,

and ncxie and address of claimant. Arr, alph, by nrjas of twp. ITo index,

Hdv;. under pr, hdgs, 75 p. 11 '.x 17 x 1,

283, CLAIM REGISTER STATE AID FUND, 1935— . 1 v.

Register of highway claims, showing date ajid nimiber of claim, purchr-se and

requisition numbers, date, amount, and purpose of requisition, amount and

number of claims charged each township nxii school district, ajid total

amount of claims. Arr, alph. by name of tv/p. Tio index, Hdw. under pr»

hdgs. 200 p, 11 X 17 X 2,

Warrants

284, COUITTY HIGHVfAy WARRAITTS CAITCSLLED, 1935—, 1 v.

Register of warrants returned and cancelled, showing name of fund issued

against, date, n-omber, and amount of warrant, date of cancellation, and

nsme of banlc. Arr, by date of warraiit. ITo index. Hdw, under pr, lidgs,

50 -0. 11| X 111 X i.
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Superintendent of Highways - (285-268)
Reports; Surveys; Corre-
spondence

Reports

285. TOViUSKIP REPORTS, 1930—, 1 f.d.

Reports from township highway conunissioners on roads and bridges, showing
costs of construction, ri[,ht of wuy, and maintenance, dates, and amount of
cost of construction, Arr. alph, by name of tv/p. No index. Typed,
14 X 11 X 24.

286. COUIITY TREASURER'S TiOilTHLY REPORT, 1935—, 1 v.

Copies of treasurer's monthly reports on hijhv/ay funds, sho•v^^ing date, name
of fund, amount of allotment, balance forv/arded, itemized monthly disbursement,
and bal:.nco on hand, Arr, by date of report. No index, Hdw, on pr, fm, 200 p,

8^ X 11 X ij.

Surveys

287. (FIELD BOOKS), 1930—. 19 v.

Record of notes and drawings of surveys of roads and bridges, shovfing

location and description of v.-ork, specifications, and remarks, Arr. by

date of entry. No index. Hdw. 80 p. 7 x 5 x !•.

Correspondence

288. STATE AID AND MOTOR FUEL TAX (Correspondence), 1913—. 1 f.d.

Correspondence to and from state highv/ay department regarding motor f^ael

tax, stato-aid roads, and other highway matters, shov/ing name of super-

intendent, date, name and addruss of corrcspondont, and nature of corre-
spondence. Arr. by date of correspondence, Ko indi..;. Typed. 14 x 11 x 24,



(Next entry 289, p. 197)

^"^I • SURVEYOR

The office of surveyor was first established in Illinois in 1821; the
incumbent was an appointee of the General Assembly.^ During the recess of
the legislature, nominations were made bjf the county commissioners' court
to the Governor. From 1835 to 1936, the county surveyor' was an elected
officer of the county electorate,'^ Since September, 1936, he has boon an
appointee of the county board. His appointment is for a four-year term,
Kc takes and subscribes to an oath which is filed in the county clerk's
office .4

The surveyor is required by law to make all surveys within the
bounds of his county that he may be called upon to make by the county
board or interested persons'. Such surveys include surveys of lands of

persons requesting the same, of additions or subdivisions, and marking
of county lines. Few changes have been made in the original statutory
requirements for the duties of this office. The surveyor may appoint
one or more deputies. Any individual requesting a survey must employ
his o'vm chainman subject to the approval of the surveyor,

Tho surveyor is required by lav/ to keep a well-bound book in which
to record all surveys made by him, giving such information as the names
of the persons whose land is surveyed and doscriptivo data of the survey.

This record is required to be kept by tho surveyor in the recorder's of-

fice, (.The surveyor also preserves his field notes and retains copies of

plats,

^

For record of plats made by the surveyor, see entry 119,

1, L.1821 , p, 62; R,L.1829 , p. 172; R.L.1835 , p. 591,

2, Ibid.

3, L,1S35 , p. 61, 166; R.S,1845 , p, 523; R,S,1874 , p, 456,1050; L,1903 , p, 349,

4, L.1953 , p, 1104, Effective in 1936,

5, L.1S21 , p, 63,64; R .L.1829 , p, 173; R.L.1833 , p. 591-95, 599',500;

L.184S , p, 201; R.'ZTTMUT'P' 524; R.6,1874 , p, 1050; L.1885 , p. 248;

L.1915, p, 575; L.1933, p, 1104.
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(Next entry 289, p. 197)

XVII. departi.:ent of public v<elfare

Matters relatinj^ to public assistance and welfare in the county are

handled by the department of public welfare, which was established in

1937 as successor to the county commission of public welfare. This de-

partment consists of the superintendent of public welfare and a staff

selected by him in accordance with, and subject to, the approval of the

State Department of Public Vfelfare.

The county board submits to the state department a list of five

residents as candidates for the office of superintendent. An eligible

list of these candidates is prepared by the state department by competi-
tive examination and certified to the county board. The board in turn

makes an order appointing one of the eligibles as superintendent of

public welfare.

2

The superintendent is charp;ed with all the executive and adminis-

trative duties and responsibilities of the department of public welfare.
He is subject to rules and regulation of, and removal by, the state
agency, "5

This officer has power and it is his duty to;

1. Have charge and develop plans for the adminis-
tration of old age assistance.

2. Investigate and study problems of assistance,
correction, and general welfr,re v/ithin his county,

3. Cooperate with the State Department of Public
Welfare in the operc.tion of welfare plans and pol-
icies in his county.

4. Maintain such records and file such reports with
the State Department of Public 'Jelftre as that

department may require.

5. Serve as agent and executive officer of the State

Department of Public 'Jelfare in the administra-
tion of all forms of public assistance adminis-
tered by that department.

4

All the records of the county department are subject to the inspec-
tion and supervision of the agents of this central authority.

1. L. 1935-36 , First Sp. Sess., p, 70-73; L.1937 . d. 451.
2. L.1937 . p. 451,452.
3. Ibid., p. 452.
4. L. 1935-36, First Sp. Sess., p. 72; L.1937, p. 452.
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Department of Public Welfare (289,290)

Pederal legislation was enacted in 1935 to provide for the general

welfare "by establishing a system of Federal old age "benefits. In order

to participate in the benefits of this act.l the several states were

required to submit plans for old age assistance. Illinois passed legis-

lation complying with this act the same year.^ Today, the Federal gov-

ernment pays to Illinois, one half of the sums expended on old age as-

sistance.

The department of public welfare administers old age assistance and

is subject to the rules and regulations of the state department. 3 Upon

receipt of an application the department makes an investigation of the

case. In the course of the investigation the department is allowed to

hold hearings and compel the attendance of witnesses and the production

of papers and books.'*

Old age assistance records and accounts are kept as prescribed by the

state department. All applications and records in these matters are con-

sidered public records.

5

229. (CASE FILES), 1936--. U f .d.

Active, pending, and closed case files of old age assistance, including

applications, affidavits, proof of citizenship, age and residence, per-

sonal, financial, and occupational particulars, investigator's reports,

and recommendations and awards. Arr. by case no. For index, see entry

290. Hdw. on pr. fm., typed, and typed on pr. fm. 8-| x IO5 x 2U. Off.

of old age assistance, 2nd fl., Jansen Bldg., 109 W. Jefferson St.

290. INDEX TO CASES, I936— . 2 f.b.

Card index to (Case Files), entry 289, showing name of applicant, case

number, dates of application and investigation, and amount of award.

Arr. alph. by name of applicant. Typed. U x 6 x 12, Off. of old age

assistance, 2nd fl., Jansen Bldg., 109 W. Jefferson St,

1. Ug u.s.L. 620.

2. 1.1935 . p. 260.

3. L.1935 . p. 259. 26O; L. 1935-36 . First Sp, Sess., p. 5^.55: L.1937 .

p. 265.
^ ^

U. L. 1935-36 . First Sp. Sess.. p. 57-59; L.1937 . p. 267.268.

5. L.1937 . p. 268,269.



(Next entry 291, p. 199)

XVIII. COUNTY hom

One phase of public assistance is administered by the county home.

All county poorhouses, poor farms, and institutions for the support and

care of indigents in Illinois are knovm as county homes. ^ County poor-

houses and farms have existed in this state under statutory provisions

for nearly a century. The legislation creating these county establish-

ments for the indigent has changed little since the original enactments.

The county boards of the various counties may establish a county home,

and are granted the following powers:

1. To acquire by purchase, grant, gift, or devise, a suitable

tract or tracts upon which to erect and maintain a county

poorhouse and other necessary buildings, and for the es-

tablishment and maintenance of a farm for the employment

of the poor.

2. To receive gifts and bequests to aid in the erection and

maintenance of the poorhouse, or in the care of the indi-

gents.
3. To make rules and regulations for the sar.e.

4. To appoint a keeper of the poorhouse and all necessary
agents and servants for the management and control of the

poorhouse and farm, and to prescribe their compensation
and duties.

5. To appoint a county physician and prescribe his compensa-
tion and duties.

6. To appoint an agent to have the general supervision and
charge of all matters in relation to the care and support
of the poor, and to prescribe his com.pensation and duties.

7. To make the necessary appropriations for the erection and
maintenance of the county home.

2

Records of the county home are prepared and kept by the keeper (super-
intendent) of the home. He is required to keep an account showing the name
of each person admitted to the county poorhouse, the time of his adm.ission

and discharge, the place of his birth, and the cause of his dependency. He

is also required, at the some time each year, to file with the county clerk
of his county a copy of this record together with a statement showing the

average number of persons kept in the poorhouso each month during the year.

3

1. L.1919 , p. 699; L.1935 , d. 1050.

2. L.1839 , p. 139; R.S.1845 ", p. 404,405; L.1861 , p. 180; R.S.1874 , p. 757;

L.1917 , p. 638.635; LTT?19 . p. 698,699TT7T!T35 , p. 1057,1058.
3. R.S.1874, p. 758.
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Ctounty Home (291)

291, REGISTER 01" IKMATES, 1917-—. 1 v.

Register of inmates at coxinty farm, showing name, age, and msxitpl status
of inmate, names of township -md relatives, dates, of entry and discharge,
caad rempxks. This ref^istcr also contains a record of prodv^e of the frrm
with a journal of a-cco^jnts, shov.'ing unovnt of produce rrdsed, used, end.

sold, Arr, hy date of entry, Uo index, Hdiir. 250 p, 12 x 9 x 1, Off,

of supt,, 1st fl.



XIX. FARM BUREAir

Effingham County farm bureau was organized on July 15, 1918-'- to

promote and foster the social and economic interest of persons engaged

in agriculture, and to encouisge, promote, and foster coopercitive

organizations for the mutual benefit of its members. The membership

of this bureau is made up of farmers of the county, A farm advisor is

employed v^ho cooporatos v;ith the University of Illinois College of

Agriculture in its program of extension education and farm studios,

dnd to work vdth farm leaders in cstr.blishing such grganizations as

4-H clubs and Dairy Herd Improvement Associations,

In 1914, Congress inaugurated a program of agricultural extension

education by providing for cooperation betT.7een the agricultural colleges

in the several states and the United States Department of Agriculti.u-e.2

The purpose of the act was to aid in diffusing useful and practical infor-

mation on subjects relating to agriculture and home economics, and to en-

cour9.ge the application of the same, hi appropriation vra.s made to each

state to carry oirt the act, subject to assent by the state legislature

to the provisions of the act, and provided that the state appropriate a

sum equal to that given by the Federal governraent .' The General Assembly

assented to this act by a joint resolution which authorised and empowered

the trustees of the University of Illinois to receive the grants of money

appropriated under the act, and to organize and conduct agricultural ex-

tension work in connection v/ith the College of Agriculture of the Univer-

sity,^

The General Assembly appropriated money in 1917 for the payment of

county agricultural advisors. 5 The money ^vas appropriated to the

Department of Agriculture to be distributed equally among the several

county agricultural advisors of the state, to apply upon their salaries.

The vouchers approved by the Department of Agriculture for payr'.ent vrere

to be accompanied by the certificate of the agricultural college of the

University of Illinois that the requirements of tho act relative to the

employment of county advisors had been substantially applied. In 1928,

to further develop tho cooperative extension system in agriculture and

homo economics. Congress appropriated additional sums of money, eighty

percent of v/hich vras to be utilized for tho payment of salaries of ox»

tension agents in counties of the several states,^

1. Miscellaneous Records (Recorder), v, 130, p. 529, sec entry 88,

2. 38 U.S.S.L. 372.

3. Ibid,, 373.
4. L.1915 , Joint Resolutions, p. 732.

5. L.1917 , p. 85.

6. 45 U.S.S.L. 711.
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CHRONOLOGICAL IKDEX
(All figures refer to entry numbers: underscoring

indicates the ending of a record in the

decade under which it is listed)

1831-1840

New Records

3, 7. 32, 55, 58, 59, 61, 71, 83, 85. 89-91, 118, 139, 146-149, 155,

173, 180-182, 187, 192, 198, 199, 209, 216, 253, 257

1841-1850

Nev/ Records

35, 40, 44, 123, 153, 174, 224

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 32, 56, 58, 59, 61, 71, 83. 85. 89, 90, 91, 118, 139, 146-149,

155, 173, 180-182, 187, 192, 198, 199, 209, 216, 253, 257

1851-1860

New Records

11, 12, 24, 42, 45, 102, 119, 134, 145, 156, 165. 168, 171, 193, 201,

212, 213, 232, 271

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 32, 35. 40, 44, 56, 58, 59, 61, 71, 83, 85, 89-91, 118, 123,

139, 146-149, 153, 155, 173, 174, 18Ct.l82, 187, 198, 209, 216, 224 .

257

1861-1870

New Records

25, 38, 41, 47, 61, 67, 68, 70, 86, 92-94. 98. 99, 106, 109-111. 160,

175, 176, 184, 185, 200, 202, 214, 215, 240, 272, 273
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Chronological Index (1871-1900)

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7. 11, 12, 24, 32, 35, 40, 42, 44, 45, 56, 58, 59, 61, 71, 83, 85,

89, 90, 91, 102, 118, 119, 123, 134, 139, 145-149, 153, 155, 156, 165.

168, 171, 173, 174, 180-182, 187, 198, 2C1, 209, 212, 213, 216, 238,

271

1871-1880
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22, 26-28, 33, 34, 46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 54, 55, 62, 63, 84, 88, 95, 100,

103, 107, 112, 121, 122, 126, 127, 133, 135, 14C', 152, 158, 159, 161,

164, 157, 169, 178, 186, 188, 189, 191, 194, 205, 207, 217-220, 233,

236, 238 , 256, 262

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

7, 11, 12, 24, 25. 32, 35, 38, 40, 41, 42, 44> 45, 47, 56, 58, 59, 61,

67. 70, 71, 83, 85. 86. 89, 90-94, 98. 102. 106, 'i07, 109-111, 118,

119, 123, 134, 139, 145-149, 153, 155, 156, 160, 155, 168. 171, 173-

176. 180. 181, 182. 184, 185, 187, 198, 200. 201, 202, 209, 212-216,

232. 240, 271, 272, 273

1881-1890

New Records

23. 29, 30, 36, 37, 39, 43, 64, 69, 82, 96, 129, 163, 166, 177, 195-

197, 204, 205, 208, 269

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 11, 12, 22, 24-27, 28, 35, 38, 41, 42, 47-49, 51, 52, 54-56,

58, 59, 61-63, 70. 71, 83-86. 88, 89. 90, 91-95, 98, 100, 102, 103.

106, 107, 109-112. 118, 119, 122. 123. 126, 127, 133-135, 139, 140.

145-149, 152. 153, 155. 156, 158-161. 164, 165, 167, 168, 169, 171,

173-176, 178. 180. 181, 184-186, 188, 189, 191, 194, 201, 202, 206,

207. 2C9, 212, 213. 214. 215-220, 232, 233, 236, 240, 253. 256, 262,

272, 273

1891-1900

New Records

13. 20, 77. 80, 104, 113, 114, 120, 137, 141. 179, 222, 227, 228, 260
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Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 11, 12, 22-27, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37-39, 41, 43, 47-49, 51, 52,

54-56, 58, 59, 61-64, 69, 70, 83-86, 88, 89, 91-96, 100, 102, 103,

106, 107, 109-112, 118, 119, 122, 123, 126. 127, 129, 12^, 134, 135,

139, 140, 145-149, 153, 155, 156, 158-161, 163-156, 168, 169, 171,

173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 180, 181, 184-186, 188, 189, 191-i:-)7. 201,

202, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 212, 213, 215-220, 252, 2b5, ^40,

253, 256, 262, 269, 272, 273

1901-1911

New Records

10, 60, 65, 101, 130, 157, 183, 203, 237, 247, 264

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 11, 12, 13, 22-27, 29, 30, 35, 37-39, 41, 43, 47, 49, 51, 52

54, 55, 56-59, 61-64, 77, 80, 83-2j, 88, 89, 91-96, 100, 102-104,

106, 107, 109-114, 118-120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 129, 134, 135, 137,

139-141, 145, 146-149, 153, 155, 156, 158-160, 161, 163-166, 168,

171, 173, 174, 176, 177, 179-181, 184-186, 188, 189, 191-197, 201,

202, 204, 206, 207, 209; 212, 213, 215-220, 222, 227, 228, 232, 236,

240, 253, 260, 262, 262, 272

1911-1920

New Records

1, 8, 14, 17, 18, 21, 31, 50, 53, 56, 72, 73, 76, 78, 81, 108, 115,

131, 132, 136, 138, 144, 154, 162, 211 , 221, 223, 241, 246, 249,

265, 268, 288, 291

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

3, 7, 10, 11, 12, 22-27, 29, 30, 35, 57, 38, 39, 41, 43, ''.7-49, 51, 52,

54, 56-65, 77, 78, 80, 83, 84, 86-88, 89," 91-96, 100-104, 105, 107, 109,

110 . Ill, 112, 113, 114, 118-120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 130, 134, 135,

137, 139-141, 146-149, 153. 155-157, 158, 159, 160, 163-155, 168, 171,

173, 174, 176, 177, 179-181, 183-186, 188, 189, 191-197, 201-204, 206,

207, 209, 212, 213, 215-220, 222, 227, 228, 232, 237, 240, 247, 253,

260, 262, 264, 269, 272

1921-1930

New Records

2, 5, 57, 58, 79, 87, 97, 115, 124, 150, 151, 170, 210, 230, 234, 239,

243, 252, 254, 255, 261, 263, 270, 276, 285, 287
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Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23-27, 29-31, 35, 37, 41, 43,
47-50, 52, 53, 56, 58-62, 63, 64, 65, 72, 73, 76, 77, 78, 80, 81, 84-
86, 88, 89, 91-96, 100-104, 106-108, 111, 112, 114, 115, 118, 119. 120,
122, 123, 126, 127, 130-132, 134-141, 144, 146-149, 153-157, 159, 160,
162-166, 168, 171, 173, 174, 176, 177, 179-181, 185-186, 183, 189, 191-
197, 201-203, 204, 206, 207, 209, 212, 213, 215-223, 227, 228, 232, 236,
237, 240, 241, 246, 247, 249, 253, 260, 262, 264, 265, 268, 259, 272,
288, 291

1931-1940

New Records

4, 6, 9, 15, 16, 19, 74, 75, 105, 117, 125, 128, 142, 143, 172, 190,

225, 226, 229, 231, 235, 242, 244, 245, 248, 250, 251, 258, 259, 266,
267, 274, 275, 277-284, 286, 289, 290

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14. 17, 18. 21, 23-27, 29. 30, 31, 35, 37,
41, "43, 47-50, 52, 53, 56-62, 64, 65, 73, 77-81, 84-89, 91-97, 100-
104, 106-108, 111, 114-116, 118, 119, 122-124, 126, 127, 130-132,
134-141. 144. 146-151, 153-157. 159, 160, 162-166, 168, 170, 171, 173,

174, 176, 177, 179-181, 183-186, 188, 189, 131-197, 201-203, 206, 207,

209, 210, 212, 213, 215-223, 227, 228, 230, 232. 234, 236, 237, 239-
241, 243, 246, 247, 249, 25&-255, 260-265, 268-270, 272, 276, 285, 287,

288, 291
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SUBJECT ILIDEX

(Figures refer to inventory numbers unless un-
derscored; underscored figures refer to pages)

Abatement
mosquito, district, 49

record, 237
Abbreviations and symbols used in

inventory, 81, 82

Abstracts
of assessments, 28

title, recording, 118
of votes, 73, 76, 85

Accoucheurs' certificates, 62

register, 63

Accounts
of county funds

audits, 33.* 91

examination, 92

treasurer's auxTits of, 248

of county officials
audits, 91

examination, 92

distributive fuTTd, 252

estate, 85, 148

of tax collections, 233, 236

trust fund, register, 247 [iv]

Administrator
See also Estate; Executor; Probate

court; Wills
accounts, 85, 148
bonds, 85, 148-150, 156-158,

170, 179 [i]

de bonis non, 149, 156, 158, 179

inventories, 14^, 150, 163, 170

letters, 85, 148-150, 156-158,

170, 179

oaths, 85, 148-150, 156-158,

179

pdtitions^ 85, 148-150, 156-

158, 170, 179

to sell real estate, 149, 167

public, bond and duties, 139

record (bonds, letters, oaths,

petitions), 149, 156

reports, 149, 171
of sale of real estate, 149,

167, 179[xiii]
with will annexed, 149, 156-158

Adoption
See also Juvenile

TeeTTn, 141, 176

jurisdiction, 129
petitions, 1327^49
record, 132, 149

Adult probation officer, see

Probation
Affidavits

minors', for redemption of

delinquent taxes, 42, 43

old age assistance, 289
of publication (estate) notices,

150, 151

tax deeds, 41

witness, 85, 123-125, 181
Agriculture, see Industries under

Effingham County
Alexander, David B», 19

Aliens, see Naturalization
Allotments, motor fuel tax, 242,

278, 280
Allur, John, 10

Almshouse, se'e~County farm; County,

home; Poor; Public welfare;
Relief

Altajnont, population, 5

Appeal
bonds, 85, 123-125
cases, praecipe for summonses in, 189
to circuit court, _37, _38, 133 , 151, 15£
to county court, _38, 85, l'Z3^125,

127 , 128

from county court to higher court,

133
Appellate Court, appeals to, from

lower court, 133

Applications
for absentee ballots, 73, 75

for marriage licenses, 60

old age assistance, 289

pension, blind and mothers', 16, 85

record, 17

to probate wills, 155

teachers', 260

- 229 -
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Appointment
of county officers, see under

title of officer
in probate, see under title of

appointee
Appraisement, estate, 85, 148, 170

bills, 150, 151
record, 149, 165

Appraiser, reports, 179[xiv]
Appropriations

county board, record, 4
for county f-unds, 90

Architect
licenses, 179[ii]
state
inspection of school buildings,

48
school superintendent'

s

reports to, 185
Army, see Soldiers
Assessments
See also Tax
supervisor of, see Supervisor

Assessor
county, see Supervisor of

assessments
district, 33, 99n , 172
township
bonds, 3, 79, 80, 173
duties, 34, 99, 99n, 172
election, 34, 172

Assignments
of interest in estates, 150, 151
of leases, SSCi], 91, 117

mortgage, 91,. 102
record, 88, 102, 104
release of, 88[ix]

Assumpsit cases, praecipe for
summonses in, 189

Attorney, state's, see State's
attorney

Audits
county funds, 33
county treasurer's accoxonts, 248

Austin, Stephen, 7_, 10

Bail
bonds, 181, 183
records, 211

Baker, Ezra,. 11
Ballots, see Election
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 6

Bank deposits
register, 247[ii]
stubs, 251

Banner Township, 5, 19
Bar docket, circuit court, 193
Barnes, Silas, 12
Beard, James, 20
Beecher City, 5

Bills
of accounts against county, filing

of, 93
appraisement, 150, 151
against county, 1, 85
of sale, 85, 88[ii], 91, 106, 148
personal property, 179[iii]

true, see Indictment
Birth
See also Vital statistics
reports register, 247[i]
warrant register, 7, 10

Bishop, Benjamin, 14
Bishop Creek, 4, 14
Bishop Township, 5, 19
Blind

examiner, see Examiner
pensions, see Pension

Blue Point, 7

Blue Point Creek, 4
Board

of county commissioners, see
County board

of health, see Health
of review, see Review
of supervisors, county, see County

board
Bond issues

register of, cash received from,

249
road, 18

coTinty board's resolutions on,

179Cxv]
school, petitions for.

Bonds
appeal, 85, 123-125
assessors'

county, 3, 79, 80

township, 3, 79, 80,

bail, in circuit court, 181, 183
record, 211

circuit clerk's, 85[i], 154, 179[iv]
city commissioners', 79, 179[iv]
collectors'

county, 177, 179[iv]

170[x]

173

181,
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99

102

Bonds
collectors' (continued)

for dog tax, 82
township, 3, 113

constables', 79, 85[i], 102
coroner's, 79, 167 , 179Civl

deputy, 168
county clerk' s, 99, 179[iv]
county commissioners' court

clerk, 99
county coTort clerk's,
county judge' s, 85[i]
justice of peace, "29,

officers'
city, 179[iv]
county, 126, 179 [iv]
required to be kept, 99

tovmship, 179[iv]
police magistrates', 79, 85[i],

179[iv]
of probate appointees, 141

See a.lso under title of appointee
probation officer^s, 155
recogniaance, 85, 123-125, 181,

185, 187
recorder's, 85Ci], 117 , 179[iv]
school superintendent's, 79,

85[i]. 179[iv]
sheriff's, 79, 164, 179[iv]
deputy, 79, 179Civ]

state's attorney's, 85[i], 169 ,

179[iv]
supervisors'

of assessments, 79, 173 , 179[iv]
township, 3, 79, 81, 85[i]

treasurers'
county, 79, 85 [i], 180

township (school), 270
Bounty

sparrow, warrants, 13
warrant register, 7, 10

Brands, see Marks and brands
Brat ton, Andrew, 10

Bridge, see Transportation
Brockett, Thomas I., 7, 8, 9, 10,

14, 28
Brockett, V/illiam, 3, £
Brockett' s (BrocketT Cr'eek, 4, 7_

Broom, John, 10, 18

Brou^ton, 19
Budget, county, 1, 85

Burial grounds, see Cemetery

Campbell, Ben, 1_

Carpenter, John B. , 29
Cartwright, James, 12, 15

Cash books
See also Fees; Fund; Receipts and

expenditures
treasurer's, 240

Cemetery deeds, 91, 97

Certificates
See also License
accoucheurs' , 62

register, 63
of appointment, deputy sheriffs'

,

179[v]
birth, 50 ^ 85

index to, 48, 49
record, 51

for citizenship, see Naturalization
chiropodists', 52
death, 53, 85

index to, 52
record, 54

dentists', 64
of discharge, soldiers', 115

of election, church and lodge
officials, 88[iv]

of incorporation of .villages, 85[ii]
jury, 12. 210, 239
of levy

master's, 181

sheriff's, 108, 110, 112, 181

nurses' , 179[vi3
optometrists!, register, 66

osteopaths', 62
physicians' , 62

register, 63

of purchase
drainage commissioners', 49
master's, 108, 109, 112

school lands, 85[iii]
tax, 47, 85

recording of, 101

of redemption
master's, 108, 109, 112, 181
sheriff's, 103, 110, 112, 181

of sale
master's, 108, 109, 112, 181

sheriff's, 91, 111, 181

stallion, 69, 70
stillbirth, record, 54, 55

teachers'

.

applications for, 260

issuance of, 44, 44n
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Certificates (continued)

veterinarians' , 65

witness fee, 239
Chancery
See also Circuit court; Master-in-

chaiacery

jurisdiction in, 36, 151 , 152

Charters of ins\irance companies,
179[vii]

Chattels .

See also Personal property
liens on, 87

mortgages, see Mortgage
Checks, cancelled, 250
Chicago and Eastern Illinois

Railroad, 6, 7

Children, see Juvenile
Chiropodists' certificates, 52
Church officials' election certif-

icates, 88[iv]
Circuit attorney, 41

Circuit court
appeals to, 37, 38^, 133, 151, 152
branches, 152
clerk

appointment, 39, 154
bonds, 85[i], 154, 179liv]
deputy, 155
duties, 154
election, 154
ex-officio recorder, 45, 117

fees
book, 205
register, 215

oath. 154, 179[iv]
office term of, 155
pro-tempore, appointment, 154
records kept by, 155, 156

legislation concerniiig, 54

roster, 61

dockets
bar, 193
clerk' 194
execution, 195, 198
fines, 192, 200
general, 195
judge's, 192
judgment, 196, 198, 199
lien and satisfaction, 197

fee books (court costs)
chancery, 201, 202
common law, 201
criminal, 201~203

Circuit court
fee books (continued)

traiiscript, 191, 204
files, 181, 183

index to, 180, 182
judge, 36, 37, 151, 152
jurisdiction and functions, 36,

151-156
plaintiff-defendant index, 180
records

bail bond, 211
chancery, 184, 187
common law, 186, 187

confession, 186, 187, 190
criminal, 185, 137

default, 184, 186, 187
divorce, 184, 187

foreclosure, 184, 187
index to, 180
indictment schedules, 211
kept by clerk, 54, 155, 156, 180-

215
partition, 184, 187

probation, 185, 187

recognizaiice, 185, 137

reports to, 206-208
keeping of, 156

transcripts, 191
Cities, see under names of individual

cities
City

commissioners' bonds and oaths,

79, 179[iv]
officers' bonds and oaths, 179[iv]

Civil
cases
gee also Common law tinder Circuit

court. County court
jurisdiction in, 37, 128, 151

War, 23
militia roll, 68

Claims
eigainst county, 1, 3, 85

auditing of, 33, 91

docket, estate, 173, 174

against estates, 85, 148, 150, 151

highway, 6

motor fuel tax, 281
paid, 5

register, 282
for sheep dnxiages, 246
state-aid road, 281

register, 283
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Clains (continued)
for state aid for schools, 258
witness fee, 176, 178

Clark, Richard, 10
Clay County, 3, 8

Clerk
county, see County clerk
of courts, see under name of

specific court
election^ see Election
town, see Town clerk

Cohea, Richard, 7

Collection of taxes, see Tax
Collector

county
accounts of tax collections,

233, 236
appointnxent, 35, 176
bonds, 177, 179[iv]
books (lists of .taxs,ble propi-

erty), 35

county treasurer ex-officio,
35, 176

duties and f\inctions, 34, 35,

176, 177
memoranda of taxes, 36

oath, 179[iv]
records kept by, 229-233
register of collections, 235
reports to county clerk, 35_

roster, 61-64
settlement record, 236
sheriff s early duties as, 34,

35, 176
statements to county clerk, 176

township
abolition of office, 35, 176
accounts of tax collections,

233, 236
bonds, 3, 113
county collector ex^-officio,

176
duties, 35, 176
election, 35, 176
treasurer's account with, 236

Commission, welfare, county, 196
Commissioners

city, bonds, 79, 179[iv]
county

board of, see Co\inty board
court, see County board

drainage, see Drainage
highway, see Highway under

Transportation

Commissioners (continued)
school, see School

Commitment
in county court, 85, 123, 125
in insanity cases, petitions for,

128
Committees, county board, reports,

1, 3, 85
Common law
See also Circuit court; County court
jurisdiction in, 36, 127 , 128 . 151

Complaint docket, 228
Confession
judgment by, 186, 187, 190
record, 125

Conservator
See also Estate; Guardian; Insanity;

Probate court
accounts, 85, 148
bonds, 85, 130, 148, 149, 151, 156,

161

inventories, 85, 148, 149, 151, 164
letters, 35, 130, 148, 149, 151,

156, 161

oaths, 35, 130, 148, 149, 151, 156,
161

petitions, 85, 130, 148, 149, 151,
156, 161

for sale of real estate, 149,
167, 169

record (bonds, letters, oaths, peti-
tions), 130, 149, 156, 161

reports, 85, 148, 149, 151, Ig?,

169, 171, 172
Constables

appointment, 40
bonds of, 79, 85[i], 102
creation of office, 40
duties, 42
election, 40, 41_

oath, 102
Constitution of 1870, 17

Construction, see Bridge, Road under
Transportation

Contracts
county, authority to make, 90

highway, required to be kept, 191
ledger, road, 275

Conveyances
See also Deeds; Mortgages
entry book

Icuids, 33
lots, 34

Cook, Eli, 10, 12
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Coon Creek, 4
Cooper, William B. , 19

Coroner
bonds, 79, 167, 179Civ]
deputies, 168
duties and powers, 40, 42, 167

,

168
election, 42, 167
inquests
papers, 219
procedure, 42, 167

record, 220
oath, 157, 179[iv]
office

creation, 42
term of, 167 , 167n

records, 219, 220
required to be kept, 163

roster, 62, 63
Corporation, see Incorporation
Correspondence

county board, 1, 3, 85
highway superintendent's, with

state highway denartnent,
288

Costs, court
See also Fee book -onder name of

specific court
orders for, 239

County board
board of county commissioners,

legislation establishing,

32,. 89
change in, 19
clerk, coTinty clerk ex>-officio,

93, 98

county commissioners' court
clerk, 31_, 39

duties and -oowers, 30, 32, 33,

34, 43, 46, 90, 176
members

election, 31
roster, 56, 57

probate jurisdiction in, 37, 39
succeeded by county coTort, 18^,

31, 88, 91
county court as early administra-

tive body
composition, 31, 88, 127
eaxly sessions, 88
establishment, 98, 127
members

compensation, 88
election, 88, 127

County board
county court as early administrar-

tive body
members (continued)

term of office, 88, 127

power and jurisdiction, 88, 127
succeeded by county board, 31

succeeding county commissioners'
court, 18, 31, 88_, 91

supervision over roads and
bridges, 47, 190

proceedings, 3

of supervisors
acting as board of review, 34,

174
appropriation record, 4
clerk

cotmty clerk ex*-officio, 93,

98
roster, 59, 60

committees^reports, 1, 3, 85

composition, 31, 88

correspondence, 1, 3, 85

duties and -oowers, 33, 47, 91 ,

92
establishment, 31, 88

files, 1, 85
members

additionoJ. (assistant
supervisors), 32, §2

compensation, 89 , 90

disqualification from office,

89, 89n
election, 31, 88

number, 90

roster, 58
term of office, 88, 89, 90

minutes kept by clerk, 93

record, 3

kept by clerk, 93
reports to, 268

custody of, 93

resolutions, 179[xv]
sessions, first,. 19, 20, 89

succeeding co\inty court, 31_, 89,

128
County clerk

bonds of, 99, 179 [iv]

creation of office, 32, 93, 98,

99

duties and fvmctions
in custody of records, 93,, 99-

103
in election procedure, 52, 101 ,

102 . 131, 132
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County clerk
duties and functions (continued)

in entering bonds of officials,

99. 102
ex-officio clerk

of board of review, 34
of county board, 93, 98, 103

of county court, 39, 93, 98,

103 , 133
of probate co\irt, 39, 141

in issuing of licenses, 99_, 102
in keeping of vital statistics,

50, 51, 100

in regard to public health, 49

in taxation procedure, 35, 49,

99, 176, 177
election, 99

oath, 179[iv]
receipts and expenditures

register, 84
records kept by, 22-85
legislation concerning, 52

reports

cflllector's, to, 35
to State Department of Public

Health, 49

to treasurer, 247
roster, 59_, 60

term of office,

County collector,
Co\inty commissioners,

board
County court

appeals
to higher court, 133
from lower court, 38, 127, 128

clerk
bond, 99

county clerk ex-officio, 3£, 93,

133
duties, 31, 39, 92, 133

elected, 31

establishment of office, 31

as ex-officio clerk of probate

court, 39, 40

records kept by, 133, 134

roster, 59_, 60

term of office, 99

dockets
common law and criminal, 135

feeble-minded, 137, 138

general, 136
insanity, 137, 138

99

see Collector
see County

County court
dockets (continued)

judgment ajid execution, 134

justice of the peace, 139

establishment, 37, 128

fee book (court costs) , 140

files
common law, 85, 123, 124
criminal, 85, 123, 125

index, 122
insanity, 128
of original documents, 134

J^clge

bonds, 85 Li J

election, .38, 127

as justice of the peace, 38

oath, 127
roster, 59

salary, 88, 127
term of office, 88, 127

jurisdiction pjid functions
in juvenile cases, 129 , 130

in mothers' pension cases, 51 ,

130, 131

in naturalization procedxire,

38, 39, 128

in probate matters, 38, 128 ,

139

over swamp lands, 48

proceedings required to be kept,

133
records

adoption, 132, 149

common law, 126
confession, 126
criminal, 127

default, 126, 133

delinquency and dependency, 126

feeble-minded, 129-131

index, 122
insanity, 126, 129, 130

kept by clerk, 122-145
plaintiff-defendant index to,

122, 133
reports, warden' s, keeping of,

134
County farm
See also County home; Public wel-

fare; Relief
inmates

grave record, 20

register, 291

County funds, see Fund
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County government, changes in,

legislation concerning, 19

County home
See also County farm; Public

welfare; Relief
administration, 198
coimty to establish, 90
establishment, 25
functions, 51_, 198
location, 72
superintendent, records kept by,

198
County officers, see Officers
County offices, see Offices
Covinty orders, see Orders
Cotmty property

control, 32, 33, 47, 90, 91

inspection, 48
insurance on, 19

County seal, custody of, 99

County seat
chsoiges in, 17, 18

election for, 19
naming of, 9_

site chosen, £, 67

County superintendent of highways,
see Highway under Transport
tation

County superintendent of public
welfare, see Public welfaure

County superintendent of schools,

sê School
County surveyor, see Surveyor
County treasurer, see Treasxirer

Coiinty warrants, see Warrants
Court, se^ Circuit; Commissioners,

county under County board;
County; Probate

Courthouse
bond issue for, 70
buildings used, 67-72
cost, 68-72
custody, 47

description and location, 67-72
destroyed by fire, 69
offices in, 77-80

Coventry, John, 10
Crawford County, 8_

Criminal cases
See alsj^ Circuit court; County

court; Indictment;
Probation

jurisdiction in, 36, 128, 151

Cumberland County, 3
Cumberland Road, 7, 16, 18

Dairy Herd Improvement Association,
200

Damages due land owners for release
of railroad right of way, 99

Davenport, Martin, 10
Death
See also Vital statistics
proof of, 150
reports, register of, 247

warraiit register, 7, 10

De bonis non, see Administrator
Declaration of intention, see

Naturalization
Decrees
Sec also Orders, court
in cotinty court, 85, 123-125

Deeds
See also Conveyances
cemetery, 91, 97

entry book of, 86

grantor-grantee index to, 89

index, 90
master's, 91, 96

original, 87, 88[iii], 91

quitclaim, 91, 95
railroad, 91, 98
record, 91

recording, 117
to swamp lands, issued by drainage

commissioners, 48

tax, 91, 93
affidavits for, 41

trust, 91-93
warranty, 91, 94

Default records
circuit court, 184, 187

county court, 126, 133
Delinquent children, see Juvenile
Delinquent taxes, see Tax
Dentists* certificates, 64

Department of public velfare. County,

see Public welfare
Dependent children, see Juvenile
Depositions in county court, 85,

123-125
Deputy, see under title of office

Dieterick, population of, 5^

Disbursements, see Receipts and

expenditures
Distribution of taxes, see Tax
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Distributive fund, school, account
of, 252

Districts
drainage, see Drainage
health, see Health
road, see Road under Transpor-

tation
school, see School

Divorce record, 184, 187
Docket

court
See also under name of specific

court; also under title
of docket

required to be kept, 133 , 154
141 , 156 , 165

of rates and amounts wanted, 23
Doctor, see Physician
Dog tax

bond for collection of, 82
fund record, 246
record, 24, 72

Douglas Township, 5, 19

Drainage
See also Swamp lands
commissioners

appointment, 48
board, 4Q_

duties and powers, 49
highway commissioners ex-

officio, 48

districts, organization of, 48

Duncan, James, 9^, 27

Duncan, Joseph, 7_, 9_

Earnings and expenditures, see

Receipts and expenditures
Edgewood, population of, 5^

Education
See also School
administration of, 43-4§ .184,

185
Effingham, Lord Edward, £
Effingham, city of

industries located in, 6_

local improvements in, special

assessments for, 31

population, 5_

Effingham County
agriculture, see Industries

below
area, 3
faxm acreage, 5

Effin^am County (continued)
Bar Association, 179[xvi]
boundaries, 3, 7_

bridges, see Transportation below
courthouses, bvdldings used,

12, 19
creation, 7_

early settlers, origin of, 7_

economic development, 5, _6

education
administration of, 28
development of, 28, 29

legislation concerning, 27

schools
early method of conducting,

28

free, first established, 27

land, sale of, 28
taxation for, 22

seminaries, proposed, 27

elections
first in county, 8_

precincts, formation of , 1£
for railroad bond issues, 17

for town officers, 9

farms, see Agriculture under
Industries below

finances
bond issues, election for, 17
condition of, 21
railroad

assessments, 22, 24
construction affected, 21

financing, 17

state aid for, 13
taxation
amount of, early collections,

20, 21

assessment statistics, 21—24

Civil War affected, 23

effect of state appropriations
on, 13

rates, 20, 21

government
changes in, legislation con-

cerning, 18

county court succeeding covinty
commissioners' court, 18

early business transacted, 8,

9, 10

electio'n for, 19

first established, 7

township, first session, 19, 20
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Effingham Covin ty (continued)
Indians in, 7

indigent care, see Public
welfare below

industries
agriculture

acreage, 5

crops, 5, 6

mortgages, 6

statistics, 6

laainufactures, 6

oil, extent of, 5

tavern rates, early, 20, 21
trade, license to, first

issued, 10, 30

inhabitants, origin of, 21

jail, first constructed, 11

lands
donated for coiinty seat, sale

of, 11

swamp, sale of, 1^
location, 3

manufactures, see Industries
above

military activities, special tax

levies for, 23
naming of, 9

officers, first election for, 8^

physical characteristics, 3

population, 4
increase, tax collections

affected by, 21
public welfare

early care
of insane and blind, 25

tax levy, 22
of poor, 24, 25

first tax levy for, 21

old age pensions first issued,

26
vinemployment relief, federal

administration of, 26
railroads, see Transportation

below; also under name of
specific railroad

revenue, statistics, 20-22
roads, see Trgjisportation below
schools, see Education above
seat of Justice
changing of, 17, 18

election for, 19

legislation concerning, 7, 8,

naming of, 9

Effingham County
seat of justice (continued)
population 5

site donated to county, 9_

social development, see Public
welfare above

soil, 4
tavern keeping, see Industries

above
taxation, see Finances above
towns, see Townships, Villages

below
townships
government first adopted, 5, 19

name and number of, 5^, 19

trade, see Industries above
transportation
bridge

construction
Federal aid for, 26
legislation concerning, 14

first constructed, 15, 1^
railroads, 5, 7

See also under name of railroad
assessments, 22, 24
construction and fineincing,

16, 17. 21

roads
construction. Federal aid for,

26
districts first established,

10
establishment, legislation

concerning, 14
mileage, 7

petitions for, 15
state aid for, objections to,

15
villages, n\xmber and population,

5

Election
abstract of votes, 73, 76, 85
ballots, 73

absentee, applications for, 73,

75
record of, 77

board, appointment, 131

canvass books, 73

certificates, of church ?jid lodge
officials, 88[iv]

clerks, appointment,. 52
duties, covmty clerk's, 52, 131,

132
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Election (continued)
judges, appointment, 32, 52, 91

jurisdiction over, 91_, 131 , 132 ,

152
for mosquito abatement districts,

49

nominations, objections to, 152
notices, 73
petitions, 73, 74
poll books, 73, 78
precincts, establishment of, 91

primarj', records, 78
tally books, 73

Electoral board, duties and povirers,

132
Engineer,, highway, state, super-

vision over highways, 47

Entries
of conveyances

lands, 33
lots, 34

land, transcripts of, 224
Entrj'' books

of deeds, 86

required to be kept, 52, 117

Estate
See also Administrator; Conser-

vator; Executor; Guardian;
Probate court; Real estate;

Wills
accounts, 85, 148
appraisement of, 85, 148, 170

bills, 150, 151
record, 149, 165
reports, 179[xiv]

assignment of interest in,

150, 151
cases, fees paid in, 176, 178

claims against, 85, 148, 150, 151

docket, 173, 174
insolvent record, 149, 152

inventories of, 85, 148, 150, 151,,

170

personal property, 179[ix3
record, 149, 163, 164

jurisdiction in administration
of, 139

re-Qorts on condition of, 85, 148,

149, 171, 172
sale of, property
personal

bills for, 179[iii]
orders for, 150, 151

Estate
sale of, property
personal (continued)

petitions, 179[xii]
record, 149, 169, 179

reports, 150, 151

real, petitions and reports of,

149, 167, 169

settlements due, docket of, 173,

175
E stray

notices, 85[vi]
record, 70, .71

keeping of, 102
Ewing, W. L. D., 7_

Ewington, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 17, 20

Examinations, see Teachers
Examiner of the blind, appointment

and duties, 51

Execution
dockets

circuit court, 196, 198

sheriff's, 216
of judgment, 188

Executor
See also Administrator; Estate;

Probate court; Vfills

accounts, 85, 148
bonds, 85, 148-150, 156, 159

inventories, 85, 148-150, 163
letters, 35, 143-150, 156, 159

oaths, 85, 148-150, 156, 159
petitions, 85, 148-150, 156, 159

to sell real estate, 149, 167

record (bonds, letters, oaths,

petitions), 149, 156, 159

reports, 85, 148, 149, 171

to sell real estate, 149, 167

Expenditures, see Receipts and
expenditures

Explanatory notes to inventory,

82, 33

Extension, chattel mortgage, 91,

106

Faiicher, Isaac, 7_, £
Farley, John, 10

Farm
bureau

advisor, appointment and com-

pensation, 200

appropriations for, legislation
concerning, 200
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Farm
bureau (continued)
board of directors, composi-

tion, 200
purpose, 200
relation of

to United States Depsirtment

of Agriculture, 200

to Universit;r of Illinois,
College of Agriculture,
200

npjne register, 114
Fayette County, 7, 8, 17

Fee books
See also under name of specific

court
required to be kept, 154 , 156

Feeblo-ninded
docket, 137, 138
records, 129-131

Fees
See also Cash; Fund; Receipts and

expenditures
adoption, register, 141, 176
collected in transcript cases,

191, 204
Insanity, register, 141, 176

in juvenile cases, 141, 176
orders for, 239
paid in estate cases, 176, 178
sheriff's, register, 218
state's attorney's reports of,

206-208
witness, 176, 177, 201-203

certificates, 239
claims for, 176, 178
register, 7, 10

Fenery, Thomas D., 19
Final papers, see Certificates

under Naturalization
Financial records, see Accounts;

Cash; Costs; Fees; Fund;

Receipts and expenditures
Financial statoncnta, 1, 85
Financiad system of the county,

33-36
Fines

docket of, 192, 200
state's attorney's reports of,

206-208
Fire marshal, state

inspection of county buildings
by, 45, 48

Fire marshsd, state (continued)
school superintendent's reports

to, 185
Foreclosure
See also Mortgage
records, 184, 187

Forfeitures, state's attorney's
reports of, 206-208

4-H clubs, 200
Freeman, William, 12
Preemanton election precinct, 18
Fulfcr, Jack, 7

Fulfor, Jesse, 7, 10

Fulfor Crook, 4, 7

Fund
See also Cash; Fees; Rcceints and

expenditures
county, appropriations

by county board, 92
record, 4

distributive, accounts, 252
dog license, record, 246
hi^way

claim register, 283
treasurer's reports on, 286

institute, 185, 253
motor fuel tax

allotment
ledger, 278
lists, 242
record, 280

claims against, 281
paid, 5

register, 282
warrsint register, 244

non-hi^ school, 241, 253
pension

blind, 51

mothersVl31
teachers' , 254

school
examination record, 256
loan record, 257

management of, 43
record, 253
state-aid, 253
tax distribution, 247

state aid for schools, 253

trust, accounts register, 247[iv]

Funkhouser, John J., 9, H, 13, .19,

20, 28
Funkhouser, Presby, 13

Funkhouser Creek, 4
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Subject Index (Gal-Ind)

Galloway, James, _8

Ganaway, John, 10
Gas

leases, 88, 116
assignments and releases,

88, 117
v/ells, documents concerning,

88, 117
George, John, 10
Gerniaji settlers in county, 21
Gillty (Ghilky), Charles, 10, 28
Gillenwater, Thomas I., 13^

Gillespie, JohnH., !!_

Gillespie, Joseph, 9_

Gillmore, William, 19_, 23

Governmental organization of

county, 30-55
Graham, Lawson, 15

GraJid jury, see Jury
Grantor-grantee index, 89

Green Creek, 4
Griffith, Revella, 28
Guardian
See also Conservator; Estate;

Minors; Probate court

bonds, 85, 148, 149, 151, 156,

160, 179[viii]
inventories, 149, 151, 164
letters, 85, 148, 149, 151, 156,

160

oaths, 85, 148, 151

petitions
for appointment, 85, 148, 151

for sale of property, 149,

157, 169
public, 139, 140

record (bonds, letters, oaths,

petitions), 149, 155, 160

reports, 149, 151, 167, 169,

171, 172

Habeas corpus writs, 181

Haley, John, 8_

Hall, John, 8

Hankins, William I.., 9_, Ij^, 12,

13, 18
Health

board of, county, 49

department of, state
creation, 49
duties in inspection of schools,

45, 48
functions, 49, 50

Health
department of, state (continued)

school superintendent's
reports to, 185

districts, organization of, 49

taxes, levying of, 49
Heirship

order finding, 150, 151
proof of, 85, 148

record, 149, 162
Henry, Beverly W. , 17

Herrold, Jethro, 19
Higgs, Harrison, 10

Highway, see Transportation
HospitaJ-s, state, reports on

patients, 128
Housing, care, and accessibility

of records, 67-72
Housing projects, establishment of,

132
Houston, Samuel, 28
Howard, JohnK., 10
Howell, James, 10
Hudson, James, 10

Illinois Advocate , The , 9

Illinois Central Railroad, _6

Illinois Commerce Commission,
appeals from, to circuit
court , 152

Illinois Historical Records Survey,

26

Illinois, State of, 3, 15, 24

Illinois State Archives Building,

55
Illinois State Historical Librarj',

55
Illinois State University Library,

55

Illinois, University of, 29, 200

Illinois Writers Project, 26

Incorporation of villages, certify

icates, 85[ii]

Index
birth, 48, 49

chattel mortgage, 107

to circuit court
files, 182
records, 180

covinty court files and records,

122
death, 52
deeds, 89, 90
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Sutject Index (Ind-Jus)

Index (continued)
grantor-grantee, 89

marriage license, 56, 59

mortgage release, 101
mortgagor-mortgagee, 100

to old age assistance files, 290

plat, 113
to probate files ajid records,

146, 147

to records required to be kept,

103 . 118 . 133 . 141 . 155

stillbirth, 52
Indiana Territory, 24
Indictments
circuit court, schedules, 211
county court, 85, 123, 125

Indigent persons, caxe of, 90, 92
Inheritance tax

docket. 144, 173
jurisdiction over, 152
register, 247
reports, 150, 151

Inquest
papers, 85[iv], 219
procedure, .42, 42n , 167

record, 220
Insanity
See also Conservator
docket, 135, 137
fees, register, 141, 176

papers, 128
patients, state hospital's

reports on, 128
record, 126, 129, 130

Insolvent estate record, 149, 152
Institute

fund, 253
management, 185

record, 247, 255
Instructions to jury, see ^ury
Instruments required to be kept by

recorder, 46, 118, 119
Insurance

cocipany charters, 179[vii]
policies on county property, 19

Intention, declaration of, see

Naturalization
Internal Improvements Act, 13
Inventory

administrators', 150
conservators', 151
of estates, 85, 148-151. 164,

170
personal property, 179[ix]

Inventory (continued)
executors' , 150
guardians' , 151
record, 149, 163, 164

Investigator's reports, old age
assistance, 289

Jackson Township, 5, 19, 27

Jail, county
Se e also Prisoners
custody, 47, 164
location, 72
register of inmates, 217
superintendent of, appointed by

sheriff, 164
Jasper County, 3, 7_

Jordan (Jordon) , Levi Jr. , 8_, 10, 11

Journal
See also Ledger
of mothers' pension payments, 143

Judges
of courts, see under name of

specific court
of election, see Election

Judgment
by confession, 186, 187, 190
by default, 126, 133
dockets, circuit court, 196, 198,

199
and execution docket, 134
executions of, 183

Judicial circuits, 37, 39

Judicial system in county, 36-39

Jurors' certificates, see Jury
Jury

certificates, 210, 239
stubs, 12

coroner's, 42, 167
grand, lists, 21, 85
instructions to, 181

jurisdiction over, 91

lists, 21, 85
kept by county clerk, 93, 103

petit, lists, 21, 85
power to select, 32
records, keeping of, 156
register, 209
venires, 128, 181
verdicts, 85, 123-125, 128, 181

warrant register, 7, 10

Justice
administration of, 36-43
of the peace

appeals from, 37, 38, 128
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Subject Index (jus-Lot)

Justice
of the peace (continued)
appointment, 36, 37
bonds, 79
keeping of, 102

county judge a¥, ~38

docket, 139
as early administrative

officer, 31, 88

election, 37

on basis"~of population, 38

jurisdiction of, 37, 38, iTT,

139
to keep records, 40
oath, keeping of,~T02
probate, 37, 39

term of office, 88

transcripts, 181, 191

Supreme Court, required to hold

circuit court, 36, 36n,

37, 151
Juvenile
See also Adoption; Minors; Pension,

mothers

'

delinquency and dependency cases

fees, 141, 176
jurisdiction in, 129 , 130
record, 126

probation officer, see Probation

Kagay, B. T. , 19

Kelly, John S., 18

Kickapoo Indians, 7

Knagge, John H., 1"?

Kroeger, John F.,~T9
Kushner, David, 15

Lake, William D., 19

Land
See also Lots
entries of conveyances on, 33

entries, transcripts of, 224

school
certificates of purchase,

85[iii]
petitions for, 3

plats, 85[viii]
sale of, 43, 184

swamp, see Swamp
taxes oTTJ see Tax

Lankford, Hickman, 10

Lawrence County, 5

Leases, 88[v, viiT], 91

assignment of, 88[i], 91

Leases (continued)
gas and oil, 88, 116

assignment and release of, 88,

117
Ledger
See also Journal
motor fuel tax fund allotments,

278
road maintenance, 278, 279

Leith, David, 1£, 20

Leith, Isaac L. ,
1*5"

Letters of appoin'Sient in probate,
see under title of appointee

Levee, see Drainage; Swamp land

Levitt, James, 10

Levi/

certificates of
master's, 181

sheriff's, 108, 110, 112, 181

tax, see Tax

Lewis, cKarles, 11

Liberty TownshipT~5, 19

License " ~~"

See also Certificates
dog" fund record, 246

marriage, 57, 85

applications, 60

indexes, 56, 59

issuing of, 101

power to grant, 90

professional, see~under name of

profession
tavern, issuing of, 102

Liens
See also Mortgages
on chattels, 87

mechanic's, 181

and satisfaction docket, 197

Lilly, Andrew, 10
Lime Creek, 4

Linn, William, 7_, 11

Little, Samuel W. ,~T8

Little Bishop Creek, 4

Little Salt Creek, 4
"~

Little Wabash River, 4, _7, 15

Livestock
estray records, 70, 71

marks and brands, 70

stallion certificates, 69, 70

Lodge officials' election certif-

icates, 88[iv]

Lots
See also Land
entries of conveyances on, 34



Subject Index

- 244 -

(Loy-Nes)

Loy, John, 8, 10, 13, 20

Loy, Joseph, 10

Loy, Thomas, 28

Lucas Township, 5, 19

Lunacy, see Insanity

McCann, Robert H., 19_

McConnell, William, 12
McCoy, John, 7.

Maps
See also Plats
index to, 118
recordation of, 46

township, 121

Marion County, 8

Maxks and brands record, 70

Marriage, see Vital Statistics
Martin, Amos, 10

Martin, Andrew, 10

Martin, James, 10

Martin, John, 9, 10, 12, 14

Mason, 5^

Township, 5, 19

Master-in-chancery
certificates

levy, 181
purchase, 108, 109, 112
redemption, 108, 109, 112, 181

sale, 108, 109, 112, 181

deeds, 91, 96
reports, 206

Maxfield, Hiram, 25
Maxwell, John, 10

Mayors' bonds and oaths, 179[iv]
Mechanics* lien files, 181

Memorial resolutions passed by

Effingham County Bar
Association, 179[xvi]

Mette, John M., 18
Militia
See also Soldiers
roll, 68

Minors
See also Guardian; Juvenile
affidavits to pay delinquent

taxes, 42, 43
naturalization of, 212, 214

Minutes, see Proceedings
Mississippi and Atlantic Railroad

Company, r?
Mitchell, John, 10
Moccasin Creek, 4
Moccasin Township, 5, 19

Monday, John, 19
Montrose, 5

Moore, Benjamin, 10
Moore, Robert, 7, 9, 10
Moore, Uriah, 10
Moore, William D. , 19
Mortgages
See also Conveyances; Liens
assignment of, 88[i], 91, 102

record, 88, 102, 104
chattel, 87, 105

extensions, 91, 106
index, 107
record, 91, 106

real estate, 87, 88[vi]
record, 91, 102
releases, 38[ix]

index, 101,

marginal, 91, 102
record, 102, 103

recordation, 118
Mortgagor-mortggigee index, 100
Mothers' pension, see Pension
Motions for new trial, 181
Motor fuel tax fund

allotmont
lists, 242
record, 278, 280

claims against, 281

padd, 5

register, 282
for schools, 253
warrants, 14

register, 244
Mound Tovmship, 5_, 19

Names of farms register, 114
Naturalization

certificates (final papers)
circuit court, 212-214

declaration of intention
circuit court, 212, 214
county court, 145

jurisdiction over, 36, 38, 39,

128, 151
minor 3"rr'2l2, 214
oaths

circuit court, 212-214
county court, 145

records required to be kept, 134 ,

156
Neal, James, 10, 1_1

Nesbitt, Joseph, 10
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Subject Index (Nev-Pen)

Neville, Enoch, 10

Neville, George D., 2.

New England, 18

Nominations, see Election
Non-high school, see School
Notary puhlic records, kept "by-

county clerk, 102
Notices

estray, 85[vi]
to present estate claims,

publishing of, I50
Nurses' certificates, 179 [vi]

Oaths
citizenship, see Naturalization
of county officers, see

Officers, county
entered by county clerk, 102

kept by circxiit clerk, 15^
of probate appointees, see

under title of appointee

Objections to taxes, see Tax

Odam, Kenchen, 10

Officers
city, bonds and oaths, 179[i'^]

county
accounts, examination of, 3£
bonds, 12b, 179[iv]
electoral board, duties and

powers. 111

oaths, 61, S3. 85[i], 179[iv]
register of, 6I

reports to county board, 1,

3. 85
roster, ^6-66

probation, see Probation
township
bonds, 179 [iv]

oaths, 61. 83. 85[i], 179Civ]
Offices, county, charts and plans,

12-80
Officials

church and lodge, election cer-

tificates, S8[iv]
county and township, bonds, 3

Ohio, I, 21

Oil
leases, 88, II6

assignments and releases of,

88, 117
wells, documents concerning, 88

117
Old age assistance
See also Pension; Public welfare

Old age assistance (continued)
administration, ^ii 196

case files, 289
index to, 29O

investigation, 289
Optometrist certificate register,

66

Orders
county
See also Warrgmts
cancelled, 15, 85[v]

register of, 7

treasurer's, 239
stubs, 11

court
See also Decrees
in adoption cases, I32, IU9

chancery, 181
common law, 12U, 126, 181

for court costs, 239
criminal, 125, 127, 181

in feeble-minded cases, 129-1 31

for fees, 239
finding heirship, I50, I5I

in mothers' pension cases, 239

probate, 85, IU8, 1U9

for sale of estate property,

150, 151
Orgaxdzation

of drainage districts, U8

of mosquito abatement districts,

Osteopaths' certificates, d2

Overbeck, Judge Barry, memorial
resolution passed on death of,

179[xvi]
Overseer of the poor, see Poor

Parkhurst, Elisha, 28, 2^
Parkhurst, Jonathan, 8, 10

Parks, Samuel B. , 18

Parole, see Probation
Partition record, ISU, 187
Patents (inventions), 67

Pauper, see Poor
Pennsylvania Railroad, 6

Pension
See also Old age assistance;

Public welfare
blind

applications, I6, 85

investigations, ^
record, 17

appropriations, ^i
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(Penr-Pro)

Pension
blind (continued)
jurisdiction in, 51

mothers'
See also Juvenile
application, 16, 51, 85. 130

record, 17

fund, so\irce, 131
jurisdiction in, 51, 130

orders for, 239
probation officer, see

Probation
procedure, 130 , 131

teachers' , retirement fund, 254

People's cases, see Criminal under
Circuit court, County court

Perry Township, 1£
Personal property
See also Chattel
assessments of, see Tax
of estates, see Estate
taxes, see Tax

Petit jury, see Jury
Petitions

for adoption, 132, 149
for appointment in probate, see

under title of appointee
for citizenship, see Natursd-

ization
for commitment of insane, 128

in drainage proceedings, 49

election, 73, 74
for local improvements, 179[xi]
for organization of mosquito

abatement districts, 49
for sale

of personal property, 179[xii]
of real estate, 149, 16?,. 169

of school lands, 3

school bond issue, 179[x]
Physicians' certificates (licenses),

62
register, 63

Pike County, 19

Plaintiff-defendant index
circuit court, 180
keeping of, 155

county court, 133
Plans for roads, 274
Plats
See also Maps
index, 118
record, 119
recordation of, 46

Plats (continued)
road district, 88[x], 119, 120
of school

districts, 271, 272
lands, 85[viii]

township, 88[vii]
Pleas, in circuit court cases, 181

Police magistrates
bonds, 79, 85[i], 179Civ]
oaths, 179[iv]

Poll books, gee
,

Election
Poor
See al so County fam; County home;*

Public welfao'e

care of, 24, 25, 33
overseer of, appointment, 90

Porter, James, 10
Powell , Seymour R. , 9 , 10 , 11

Praecipes
in circuit court, 181
for summons, 189

Primary elections, see Election
Prisoners, county
See also Jail
register, keeping of, 165

Probate
appeals to circuit court, 151

court
See also Administrator; Conservar-

tor; Estate; Executor;
Guardian; Wills

clerk of
county clerk, e»-officio, 39 ,

40, 141

duties, 141
records kept by, 141

dockets
claim, 173, 174
judge's, 173
settlement, 173, 175

establislament, 38, 159

fee books (court costs), 178

administrators' and executors',
176

conservators' and guardians'

,

176. 177

files, 85, 148
a^inistrators' and executors',

150
conservators' and guardians'

,

151
of original documents to be

kept, 141

index, 146, 147
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Probate
court (continued)

judge
appointment, 37, 139

duties, 39, 140

records kept by, legislation

concerning, 54

jurisdiction and functions of,

139-141

record, 149
heirship, 149, 162

index. 145, 147

insolvent, 149, 152

required to be kept, 141

jurisdiction
in circuit court, 128

in county commissioners' court,

37, 39

in county court, 38, 128 ,
139

justices of the peace, 37, 39

Probation
officers

adult
appointment, 153

bond, 153
compensation, 153

duties and powers, 150 ,
155 ,

154
records, required to be kept,

154

reports, 154

juvenile
appointment, 129

compenaation, 129

functions, 129, 130

visitation record, 142

mothers' pension
appointment, 51, 150

compensation, 131

duties and powers of, 51, 130 ,

151

reports to county court, 151

record, circuit coTirt, 185, 187

Proceedings
See also Minutes
board of review, 227

co\mty boaird of supervisors, 3

of courts
See also Records under name of

specific court

required to be kept, 153 , 154,

141, 155

Process docket, sheriff's, 216

Proof
of death, 150

of heirship, 85, 148, 149, 162

of will, 85, 148

Public welfare
See also County farm; County home;

Feeble-minded; Juvenile;

Pensions; Poor
administration of, 51

corjuission, succeeded by depart-

ment of public welfafce, 196

countj'' department of

conposition, 196

establishment, 196

functions, 196, 197

records kept by, 197

old age assistance, see Old

age
relation to State Department

of Public Welfare, 196

succeeds countj'' comir.ission of

public welfare, 196

countj'' superintendent of
a^opointed by countj'- board, 196

duties and powers, 51, 196

state department of, relation to

county department, 196

Public Vi'orks and Buildings, Depart-

ment of, succeeding State

Highivajr Departm.ent, 47

Pupils
enrollment record, 263

graduation record, 264

truancy records, 267

Purchase certificates
master's, 108, 109, 112

to school lands, 85[iii]

to sAvam.p lands, issued by drainage

commissioners, 48

Railroad, see under Transportation

Ramsey Creek, _4

Ramsey election precinct, YI_

Rates, docket of, 23

Rea4, Samuel S., 10

Real estate
See also Estates; Land; Lots

assessmer.t of, see Tax

deeds, see Deeds

mortgages, see Mortgage

sale of, see Sale

taxes on, see Tax

Receipts, tax, see Tax
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Receipts and expenditures
See also Accounts; Cash; Costs;

Fees; Fund
from bond issues, 249
circuit clerk's register, 215
county clerk's, register, 84
treasurer' s, cash book, 240

Recognizance bonds, 85, 123, 125,
181

Recorder
appointed by Oovernor, 45, 117
bonds. 85[i], 117, 179Civ]
circuit clerk, e3t>-officio, 45, 117
deputies, 117
duties and powers, 46, 117-119
election, 45, 117
oaths, 179liv]
office

establishment, 45, 117
term of, 117

population requirements for,

45, 117
records, required to bo kept,

117-119
roster, 60, 61

Records
housing, care, and accessibility

of. 67-72
legislation concerning, 52, 54

Redemption certificates
master's, 108, 109, 112, 181

gjicriff's, 108, 110, 112, 181
Registrars of births and deaths,

sec Town clerk
Release

of gas and oil leases. 88. 117
mortgage, index, 101

Relief, see County farm; County
hone; Feeble-minded; Insanity;
Juvenile; Old age assistance;
Poor; Public welfare

Relinquishment, widow*s, see Widow
Rentfrow, Levi, 10
Replications

in circuit court, 181
in ootmty court, 85, 123-125

Reporters, circuit court, appoint-
ment, 153

Resolutions
coimty board of supervisors',

1, 2, 3, 85, 179[-ry']

memorial, passed by Effingham
County Bar Association,
179[xvi]

Returns, tax, see 1!ax

Review, board of
clerk

appointment, 34
county clerk, exM)fflclo, 34

complaint docket, 228
composition, 34, 174
creation, 34, 174
duties and powers of, 34, 174, 175
members, appointment, 34, 174
record, 227

Rinohart, Daniel, 18, 22
Road, see Tramsportation
Robertson, Duke, 1£
Robinson, Michael, 10
Robinson, Richard, 7

Sailors' discharge record, 115
St. Francis Township, 5, 19
St. Louis, Vandalia and Terre Haute

Railroad. 17
Sale

bills, 85. 88[ii]. 91, 106, 148
recording of, 118 , 141

certificates of

master's, 108, 109, 112, 181

sheriff's, 91, 111, 181
of estate property

order for, 150, 151
petitions, 149, 167

of personal property
bills, 179Ciii]
petitions for, 179[xii]
record, 149, 168, 179

of real estate, petitions for,

149, 167, 169
of school lands, petitions for. 3

of swcaap lands, uso of funds
from, 48

tajc, sec Delinquent under Tax
Salt Creek, 4
Schedules, tax. see Tax
School

accounts, 252
bond issues, 16
petitions for, 179[x]

building inspection, 45, 48
commissioner
appointment and election, 43 , 184
creation of office. 43

duties and powers, 43, 184
e»-officio superintendent of

schools, 44^, 184
reports to co\inty board, 184
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(Sch-Slo)

School
commissioner (continued)

roster, 64, 65_

term of office, 184
county superintendent of

tends, 79, 85[i], 179[iv]

^

184
creation of office, 44, 184

duties and powers, 44, 48,

184, 185
election, 44, 44n , 184
fund examination record, 256

oaths, 179[iv]
records, legislation con-

cerning, 54
reports

to county board, 44, 185

to state, 45, 185, 265

teachers' , to, 266

trustees', to, 268
roster, 64, 65

school commissioner, early
ex-officio, 44, 184

term of office, 184
visitation record, 259

distributive fund account, 252
districts

establishment, legislation
concerning, 43

plats, 271, 272
examinations, see Teacher
fund

account, 252
derived from sale of school

lands, 43
distribution record, 247 [v]

examination record, 256

loan record, 257

non-high, 253
record, 241

institute
fees, 185
fund, 185, 253
purpose, 185

lands
control of, 90

legislation, 43

maxiagement , 43
purchase certificates, 85Liii]

sale of, petitions for, 3..

non-high
fund, 253
record, 241

officers, register of, 259

School (continued)
plats, 271, 272
pupils, see Pupils
state aid
claims for, 258
reco3rd, 253

supervision of, 43-45, 90, 184 ,

185
tax, see Tax
teachers, see Teacher
treasurers' bonds, 270
trustees' reports to cotmty board,

268
Scoles, G-eorge H., 19
Scott, John 0., 10
Selection, widows' , see Widow
Self, Levi, 10

Settlement records, tax, see Tax
Sheep claims, record, 245
Shelby Comity, 3, 7, 10

Sheriff
bond, 79, 164, 179[iv]
certificates

of levy, 108, 110, 112, 181

of redemption, 108, 110, 112,
181

of sale, 91, 111, 181

custodian of courthouse and jail,

47, 164
deputy

appointment, 40, 164
certificates, 17^v]

bonds and oaths, 79^ 179[iv]
compensation, 164

dockets^ execution and process,
215

duties and powers of, 40, 42, 164
,

165
election, 40, 164
ex-officio county collector, 34,

176

fees, register, 218
oaths, 179[iv]
office, location, 78
receipts and expenditures, register,

218
records, to bo kept, 165

roster, 61, 62

term of office, 164
Short, I. M., n
Short, Theophilus, 9, 12

Shumway, population of, 5

Slover, Isaac, 13

Slover, J.T,cob, 8, 10
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(Sol-Swi)

Soldiers
discharge records, 115

recording of, 118
militia roll, 68

Sourds, see Tipsvrord

Sparrow bounty v/arrants, 13

fecial assessments, see Assess-
ments under Tax

Sprigg, John C, 12
Stallion certificates, 69, 70

State aid
for roads

claims, 281
register, 283

orders, 243
for schools

claims for, 258
record, 253

State Hi^way Department succeeded
by Department of Public Works
and Buildings, 47

State Housing Board, 132
State Superintendent of Common

Schools, 300 State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction

power of, in supervision of

schools, 48
school superintendent's reports

to, 45, 185
State University Library, 55

State' s attorney
41.appointment and election,

169
bonds, 85Li], 179[iv]
compensation, 169 .

duties and powers of, 41, 169,

170

oaths, 179[iv]
office, loccvtion, 79

reports
of fees, fines, and forfeitures

206-208
to treasurer, 206

roster, 63
term of office, 169

Stephens, William, 10
Stillbirths, see Vital statistics
Stipulations

circuit court, 181
county court, 85, 123-125

Street improvements, petitions
for, 179Cxi]

Subpoenas
circuit court, 181
county coxirt, 85, 123-125, 128

StLmeraaJi, Calvin, 19
Summit Tovmship, 5, 19

Summonses
circuit court, 181
praecipes for, 189

Superintendent
county farm, see CoTinty farm
county home, see County home
of highways. County, see Highway

under Transportation
of public welfare. County, see

Public welfare
of schools, County, gee School

Supervisors
of assessments (County assessor)

appointment, 33
bonds, 3, 80, 173, 179[iv]
books (lists of taxable property),

24
duties and powers of, 33, 34, 172
transcripts of land entries, 224
treasurer, ex^officio, 34, 99n,

172
county board of, see County board
dog tax collections, bonds of, 82

road, see Road
township, see Supervisors under

County board
Supreme Court

judges, election of, 152
justices required to hold circuit

court, 35, 37, 151
Surveyor , county
appointed by county board, 46, 195

duties arji powers of, 46, 48, 195

election, 46, 195
establishment, 195
oath, 195
records

kept by, 195
legislation concerning, 54

roster, 65, 66

term of office, 195

Surveys, road, 287

Swamp lands
See also Drainage
Act of 1850 , 48
deeds to, issued by drainage

commissioners, 48

sale of, use of fuiids from, 48

Swimming pools, control of, 50
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Subject Index (Tar-Tea)

Tarrant, Kewton E., 10, 18

Tavern
control of, 49

licenses, is'siTing of, 102

Tax
abatement record, 237

abstracts of footings, 27

assessEients
abstract

of footings, 27

of personal property, 28, 29

of real estate, 28, 30

real estate (lands and lots),

33, S9

schedules, 221

special
for city of Effinghan, 31

objections to, 225

assessor's books (lists of tax-
able propert;,'-), 24

bridge, levies, 22, 85

certificates of purchase, 47, 85

collection
accounts, 233, 236

journal, 234
meiTiOranda, 36

procedure, 34, 55, 100 , 176

register, 235
collector's

accounts, 233, 236

books (lists of taxable
property), 35

settlement record, 236
com.plaint

docket, 228
method of handling, 34, 99

,

100, 174
proceedings in, 227

corporation, levies, 22, 85

deeds, 91, 93

affidavits for, 41
delinquent

forfeiture record, 43, 44, 46

judgm.ent, 43-45
sale, redemption, and forfei-

ture record, 43

lists, 38-40, 43, 44, 232

redemption
documents in, 47, 85

minor's affidavits for, 42, 43

record, 43, 44
sale for

abstracts, 47, 85

notices of, 47, 85

Tax
delinquent (continued)

record, 43, 44
distribution m.emoranda, 37

docket of rates and amounts
wanted, 23

dog, records, 72, 246

equalization, procedure in, 34,

100, 175

inheritance, see Inheritance
levies, 22, 85, 226

lists, 32

m.otor fuel, see Ibtor fuel

objections, 85, 85[vii], 225, 226

pov/er to regulate and impose,

_35, 90

public health, 49
railroad
books (lists of taxable prop-

erty), 25

levies, objections to, 85, 226

schedules, 85[x], 222
rates, docket of, 23

receipts
collector's, daily account of,

232
duplicate

files, 231
record, 230

refunds, 238

returns, personal property, 229

road, levies, 22, 85

sale, see Delinquent above
schedules
personal property, 221
railroad, 85[::], 222

real estate, 221
telegraph and telephone, 222, 223

school
distribution record, 247[v]
levies, 22, 85

settlement, 177 , 236

telegraph and telephone book
(lists of taxable property),
26

tovm, levies, 22, 85

village, levies, 22, 85

Taxation procedure, 33-55, 99 , 100

Teachers
certificates, 44, 44n

applications"~ror, 260
examination, 44, 44n

record, 262

institute
fund, 253
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Subject Index (Tea-Tra)

Teachers
institute (continued)

records, 236, 247, 255

pension and retirerient fund, 254

permanent record, 261
register of, 269

reports, 266

Telegraph and telephone tax book,
see Tax

Tennessee, 7

Teutopolis Tcvmship, _5, _!£

Thomason, Joseph, 14

Thomason, Yi'illiam, _8, _9

Tibles, TiTilliair., 10

Tipsword, Ashley,"T"9
Tipsword, Griffin,~T
Tipsvrard, Isaac, 18

Town
board, power of, to revise

assessments, 34, 174

clerk, as local registrar

fees paid to, 50

functions, 50,'TOO, 101

To7<T.ship

assessors, see Assessor
collectors, see Collector
governnent, see County board
maps, 121

officers, see Officers
supervisors' bonds, 3, 79, 81,

85[il
treasurers, see Treasurer

Transcripts
justice of the ceace, 181, 191,

204
required to be kept, 134 , 156

Transportation
bridge

appropriations, 32, SI, 92

autliority over, ^, 47, 90

construction
appropriations, 32, 91, 92

and maintenance TepoTts ,~T85
supervision, 190 , 191

maintenance
appropriations, 32

supervision, 92,~T91
plans, 274

supervision, 92_, 190 , 191

surveys, 287

tax, see Tax
canals, authority over, 90

ferry licenses, issuing o7, 102

Transportation (continued)
highway

claims for labor and material, 6

commissioners
board, establishment, 47

duties, 47, 190

election, 190

as ex-officio drainage com-
mdssioners, 48

reports, 285
state supervision, 47

county superintendent
appointm.ent, 47, ISO

compensation, 47, T?l
correspondence v/ith state

highv.'ay departm.ent, 288
duties and pov/ers, 47, 191

office
creation, 47, 190

location, 79

term of, 477 191

records required to be kept,

191

engineer, state, supervision
over highways, 47

funds
county treasurer's reports

on, 286
state aid claim register, 283

motor fuel tax, see I'iOtor fuel

overseer, 47, 190

Y.'arrants, see Ti'arrants

railroad
deeds, 91, 98

right-of-v^ay releases, 99

tax, see Tax
road
appropriations, 32, 91, _92_

authority over, 46, 47, 190

bond issues for,~T8
resolutions, 179[xv]

construction
appropriations, 32, 91, 92

and rxiinteni-nce rc;':orts,~T85

supervision, 190 , ISl

contre.cts, ledger, 275

districts
establishments, 46, 190

plats, 88[x]

supervisors
appointm.ent, 46, 190

duties, ISO

labor, time cards 277
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Subject Index (Tra-Vou)

Transportation
road (continued)
machinery and equipment card

records, 27S
maintenance

appropriations, 32

ledger, 278, 279
supervision, 92

plans, 27'i

plats, 119, 120
resolutions concerning,

1, 2, 85

state aid
claims, 281
files, 85[ix]
maintenance, 279
orders, 213

supervision, 92_, 190 , 191

survey, 287

tax, see Tax
township, record, 273

Trapp, John, 10

Treasurer
county

accounts, audits of, 2 18

appointment, 33, 180

bonds, 79, 85TT], 180

cash book, 240
duties and pov/ers of, 33-35,

180

election, 180

ex-off icio
county collector, 55, 176

supervisor of assessments,
3_i, 172

office
location, 78

term of, 130

records kept by, 180

register of county orders, 239
reports

county clerk's, to, 247

on highv/ay fund, 286
state's attorney's, to, 206

roster, 63, 64

township (school)
appointment, 184
bonds, 270

Trespass cases, praecipes in, 189

Truancy, see Juvenile; probation
True bills, see Indie tnents

Trust
deeds, 91-93

Trust (continued)
fund accounts register, 2 ki

i

Trustee, school
appointment, 45, 44n, 90, 91
duties, 43, 44, 44n

47 [iv]

duties, 43, 44, t-^^ii

40, 447T84election, 4^i, 44
reports, 4T7 268"

Tucker, Henry, 10
Turner, James, 14

Union Township, 5, 7, 19

United States Department of
Agriculture, 200

University of Illinois, 29
relation to farm bureau, 200

Vandal ia, 7, 9, 13

Venires, see Jury
Veterans, see Soldiers
Veterinarians' certificates

(licenses), 65

Villages, incorporation of,
certificates, 85[ii]

Virginia, 7, 24
Vital statTstTc"s

births
certificates, 50, 85
index, 49

record, 51

reporting, 5£, 100 , 101
deaths
certificates, 53, 85
index, 52

record, 54
reports required to be made,

50, 100, 101
marriage

licenses, 57, 85

applications for, 60
index, 56, 59

procedure, 50 , 51, 101
register, 58

registration procedure, 50, 100 ,

101

stillbirth
certificates, 53, 85
index, 52

record, 54, 55

reports required to be made,

50, 101
Votes, see Election
Vouchers, see Orders, county;

liVarrants



Subject Index

- 254
(Wab-Wri)

Wabash Railroad, 6_

Wabash River, _7

V/arman, John F., 20

V/arrants

See also Orders, county-

birth, register, 7, 10

county, register, 7, 10

for connitment of insane, 128

in county court cases, 85, 123,

125
death, register, 7, 10

hi ghway
register, 0, 2i5, 28-1

stubs, 14

jury, register, 7, 10

motor fuel tax, 14

register, 244

sparrow bounty, 13

Warranty deeds, 91, 94

Vi'arren, Alfred, _12.

'rt'aschefort, JohnF., 19

Watson Township, 5_, iT
"

Webb, U. C, _19

V/ells, ^s and oil, docurients

concerning, 88, 117

West Salt Creek, 4_

West Tovmship, _5, 1^
V/etherspoon, Samuel, 10

Vihite, Janes, 10_

V/hite, Jesse, 10

'Widow

relinquishment, 166

recording, 141

V/idov/ (continued)
selection, 35, 148, 166

recording, 141
vails
See also Administrator; istate;

Executor; Probate court
annexed, see Administrator
copies of, 83[xi]
original, 153, 154
probate of, applications for, 155

proof of, 85, 148

record, 155
recording of, 141

Williar.s, Daniel, 10

Vifillians, Thomas, 10

"i.'inn, Liner, 12

Yiitness

affidavits, 85, 123-125, 181
fees, 201-203

certificates, 239
claims for, 176, 178
register, 7, 10

Wolf Creek, 4

Woods, John M. , 16

Workhouse, county en^owered to

build, 47_

Work Projects Administration, 25

Yiforld War soldier's and sailor's
discharge record, 115

Wright, George, 19

Writs
county court cases, 85, 123-125

habeas corpus, 181

in insanity cases, 128







CHARLES E. MINER
ADMINISTRATOR

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

OF ILLINOIS

500 ITorth Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois
Janiiary 31, 1941

Dr. Theodore C. Pease
Department of History-

University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Dr. Pease:

We transmit herewith one copy of the Inventory

of Effinghara County (Ko.25), the twenty-sixth vol-

ume of our county inventory series.

No acknouledgraent of the receipt of this pub-

lication of the Illinois Historical Records Survey

is required, but criticisms and suggestions are de-

sired and will receive careful consideration. These

should be addressed to Mr. Charles E. Miner, State

Administrator, Work Projects Administration, 222

West North Bank Drive, Chicago, Illinois.

The Survej'' looks forward to your continued

interest in its work.

Ten'- truly yq^rs,

IIftnujAK

TEH:sf
End.

Thomas R. Hall
State Supervisor
Illinois Historical Records Survey
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