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V FOKEWORD

The Inventory of County Archives of Illinois is one of a number of

bioliographies of historical materials prepared throughout the United
States by workers on the Historical Records Survey of the Works Progress
Administration. The publication herewith presented, ?ji inventory of the

archives of 3rov7n County, is n\imbor 5 of the Illinois series.

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 1935-

36 for the purpose of providinij- useful employment to needy unemployed
historians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical vvorkers. In

carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile inven-

tories of historical materials, particularly the ijnpublished government
documents a.nd records which are basic in the administration of local gov-

ernment, and which provide invaluable data for students of political,
economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith presented is

intended to meet the requirements of day-to-day administration by the

officials of the county, and also the nseds of lawj^ers, business men and
other citizens who require facts from the public records for the proper
conduct of their affairs. The volume is so designed tha,t it can be used
by the historian in his research in imprinted sources in the same way he

uses the library card catalog for printed sources.

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey attempt to

do m.ore than give merely a list of records - they attempt further to sketch

in the historical background of the county or other unit of government, and
to describe precisely and in detail the organization and functions of the

government agencies whose records they list. The county, town, and other

local inventories for the entire country will, when completed, constitute
an encyclopedia of local government as well as a bibliography of local

archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of the Historical Records Survey
even in a single county, would not be possible without the support of publi

officials, historical and legal specialists, and many other groups in the

community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged.

The Survey was organized and has been directed by Luther H. Evans,

and operates p.s a nation-wide project in the Division of Women' s and Profes
sional Projects, of which Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward, Assistant Administrator,

is in charge.

HARRY L. HOPKINS
Administrator
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PREFACE

The Historic?,! Records Survey was initiated p.s a nation-Tdde
under trJ<:ing in Janup.ry 1936, as part of the Federal Writers' Project of

the Works Progress Administr'.'.tion. In Illinois the Survey became an
independent unit in August 1935, but continued to operate as a part of
the nation-wide project 'onder the technical supervision of Dr. Luther H.

Evajas, Nr.tional Director, and under the administrative supervision of

the Division of Women's ajid Professional Projects.

In compiling this Inventory of the Archives of Brovvn County , the

Survey has sought to locate, describe, and classify all extant county
records and to make them more easily accessible to county officials, the

general public, rnd research workers. It is believed that this inven-
tory will be useful in the preservation of this valuable material, and
as a guide to the archives wherein ma;,' be found so much important
information in the fields of history, sociology', political science, and
economics. Fnile some historians have realized this for many yearst
the general public has never been made aware of the intrinsic worth of

this material. In the official documents of Brown County is recorded
the story of the coming into the wilderness of settlers who created a
territory and later founded a str.te, bouglit and sold land, built roads,

established schools, and created the rudiments of a simple frontier
government.

The Historical Records Survey has proved itself of invaluable aid

to local and county governments in Illinois. Records have been rearrang-
ed and made more accessible, material believed to be lost has been
located; indexing projects have been fostered, and county officials have
been encouraged and induced to provide new equipment for their offices

and better storage space for the records. In addition, the program of

the Archives Division of the State Library to locate, inventory, collect

and preserve -^lublic records has been materially advanced by the work

of the Survey. Information has been obtained leading to the drafting of

new legislation for the handling of records. Valuable v/ork has been

done in the microfilming of records, in codifying county archives, and

in preparing inventories of current ajid non-current records for the

various state departments.

Work on the survey of records of Srovm County, the fifth county on

the alphabetically arranged list of the one hundred and two counties in

Illinois, was begun October 12, 1938, and finished January 15, 1937.

The inventory was taken by Harry Allen, Otto Walz, raid Bess Stocklos,

under the supervision of V. C. Karcher. Rechecking, including a thor-

ough search for missing and incomplete records, wa,s started October 1,

1937, and completed October 12, 1937.

The inventory was prepared for publication by the state editorial

Gtr,ff of the Historico.1 Records Survey at Chicago, under the supervision

of Herbert R. Rifkind. Ably assisting were: Hartine O'Connor in charge

of editing and re-editing; Kathleen S'oranitt in charge of arranging and
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indexing; Theodore Nicholson in charge of rechecking; Edward J. McDonough
in charge of format and collation; Alonzo D. Brewer in charge of research;
and Irving E. Barnett in charge of cartography. In addition, too much
credit cannot be given to the other members of the editorial and typing
staffs for their intelligent and diligent cooperation in the compilation
of this inventory.

The various units of the Inventory- of County Archives will be avail-
able for distribution to government offices, libraries, schools, and
historical societies in Illinois, and libraries and governmental agencies
in other states. Requests for information concerning particular \mits
of the Inventory should be addressed to the state director.

All of the officers of Srovm County cooperated in every possible way
with the workers, and grateful acknowledgment of their aid is hereby made.
County officials at the time of the survey were: Earl Johnson, County
Clerk; Lucy M. Parlier, Circuit Clerk; Leslie Harper, County Treasvirer;

Ed Simmons, Sheriff; Vernon Briggs, State's Attorney; Fred Nations, Su-
perintendent of Schools; Frank Kennedy, Surveyor; Guy Seckman, Superinten-
dent of Highways; Elmer Hufnagel, Coroner. I wish also to express appreciar-
tion for the cooperation rendered by the officers of the Illinois State
Library, and by the officials of the Illinois Works Progress Adninistra^
tion sxid Federr.l Writers' Project. For the cover design and the binding
we are indebted respectively to the Federal Art Project and the Bookbind-
ing Project, of District 3, Chicago, Illinois.

Howard E. Colgari

State Directi^
February 10, 1938 The Historical Ilecords Surveiejjf
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1. HISTORICAL SKETCH

The first white man to settle in. v/hat is now Brown County, a
squatter by the name of Sheppard, arrived in the spring of 1823 and
built a pole cabin along the bluffs of Camp Creek in the northeast
quarter of section fourteen in what is now Versailles tovmship. Ap-
parently he did not remain long, for in the following year, when one
Cornelius Vandeventer and his three sons came to this locality, they
found his burned and deserted cabin. Vandeventer, later the first
justice of the peace and postmaster of the community, proceeded to
build up a permanent settlement at this site.

In 1825, with the creation of Schujrler County, all of this region
became the southern hr.lf of that county. 5y 1836 settlers in the
south were mimerous enough to strenuously voice their objections over
the long distance to be traveled to Rushville, the co^onty seat, located
in the northern part of the co'jjity. In addition, claiming that Cripple
Creek, which lay to the south of Rushville, was difficult to cross when
swollen by rains or melting snow, they made several attempts to have
the county seat removed to Ripley, on the south side of Crooked Creek
and in the approximate center of the county. When these failed, it was
not long before demands for the creation of a new county, to be named
in honor of General Jacob Bro\7n, a distinguished soldier in the War of
1812, began to be heard. A petition signed by nearly every man in the
southern half of Schuyler County was finally presented to the state
legislature, and on February. 1, 183 9^ the act effecting the separation
of Brown from Schuyler was passed.

In the act creating Brov/n County, John M. Campbell of Schuyler
County, John B. Curl of Adams County, s.nd William A. Bailey of McDonough
County wore appointed commissioners to legally locate the co^Jiity seat.

2

1. L.1839 , p. 52. An Act to create the County of Brown out of the
County of Schuyler: "Section 1» Be it enacted by the people of
the State of Illinois represented in the Generp.l Assem.bly, that all
that tract of country lying and being within the following boundaries,
to wit, oeginning :,t the southv/est corner of township two, south of
range four, west of the fourth principal meridian; thence east to the

Illinois River; thence up said river to the mouth of Crooked Creek;
thence up said creek to the tov/nship line between tow::ships one and
two north; thence west to the ra.nge line between four a,nd five west
of the meridian aforesaid; thence south with said range line to the
place of beginning, shall constitute a new co\mty to be co.lled the
County of Brown."

2. L.1839. p. 52,53, sec. 2,3.
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Ccrrying out the popular vdsh, they selected L!t, Sterling as the seat

of justice, neeting there to announce their selection on the first
L'londay in June, lo39. Lit. Sterling had been given its name by Robert
N. Curry in 1830, three years before it became a tovm. This same

Robert Curry later loaned the new county fifty dollars to buy its first
record books.

In I'ay 1839, Thonas Brockman, Joseph Robinson, and Joseph Stoner
were elected county commissioners, and Jacob Vandeventer vro.s elected clerk
of the countj"- coraraissi oners » court. For the purpose of assessing taxable
property, the county vvas divided into four districts.

The first session of the probate court met at Ht, Sterling, July
10, 1839 v/ith Daniel R. Lucas as probate justice of peace. The first
circuit court vras held in the Rresbj-ijerian Church on April 6, 1840}

Judge Peter Lett of the first judicial circuit presided, and the clerk
was James I.I, Burt,

The county court first met on December 3, 1849, vath Judge Samuel
Black presiding, and George Taylor and Phillip Briggs as associate jus-

tices. Succeeding the county court as the administrative body of the

county, the first board of supervisors met Llay 29, 1854, with Benoni R,

Iferks as chairman, Bro\-m County, in its nearly one hundred years of

organization, has thus been governed by nine boards of county coranis-

sioners, 1839-1849; four county courts, 1849-1853; and eighty^four county
boards of supervisors, 1854-1937,

The first courthouse v/as constructed of brick in 1844 at a cost
of $11,000, The second and present courthouse vra.s erected in 1866 at
a cost of ^21,299, The coun^by has had two jails, the first built in 1841
and the second in 1859,

Brown Cou;'ity is approximately eighteen miles square with an area
of three hundred and twenty-four square miles. The population, accord-
ing to the census of 1930, is 7,892, Brovm County is bounded on the

north and northeast by Schuyler County, on the soutli by Pike County, on
the vrost by Adams County, and o^} the east by the Illinois River, The

county is primarily agricultural, although in the past it was noted for

its potters* vvuic, building stone, and fire clay.
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2. C-OVERlTtlEWTAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SYSTEM

The county in Illinois is a corporate body and an administrative

unit of the state. In Browa. and other counties organized under the

tovmship plan, ths tovms comprise a unit of county govermnent.

The county board has general administrative jurisdiction of county

and totm affairs, including authority to raise revenue vdthin statutory

limits, control of public and semipublic funds, and management of cor-

porate property. In Bro\vn County, v;here it is composed of all the town

supervisors, it is Imowi as the board of supervisors. This governing

body has also power to appropriate money for roads and bridges. The

county clerk is its ministerial and secretarial officer.-^ An early

significant function of the board was the role it performed as board of

review for the equalization of assessments. Since 1898, hovrever, the

chairman of the county board is the ex-officio chairman of this body,

Two additional members are appointed by the county judge.

The fiduciary aspect of firjinces is represented by the county treas-

urer, who receives, has custody of, and disburses by order of the county

board or mth statutory authorization, all funds. In Broim County, he

also is ex-officio supervisor of assessments and county collector,

bringing about a centralization of the revenue procedure. The county

clerk, as one phase of his duties, binds together the entire revenue pro-

cedure, originating certain records, collecting relevant information, and

reporting from each officer or body concerned to the others.

Justice is administered by the following officers s two justices of

the peace in each district, in Bro^vn County coextensive v/ith townships;

the county judge; and three circuit judges, elected in the eighth

1, Constitution of 1818, Art, III, sec. 3j R.S.1345 , p. 129-36$ Constitu-

tion of 1848, Art, V, sec, 17,19; Art, VII, sec, 6; L.1849 , p. 63-65,

L.1851 , p. 55-59,46,47,50-63; L. 1859 , p. 129; L.1861 , p. 236-38; L.1869 ,

p. 104; Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 18; R.S.1874 , p. 260,273,

321-25; L.190 9, p, 160; L.1911, p. 242,243; L. 1925 , p. 525,

2. R.S .18457~^'T55, 158, 159TT,TS51, p, 37-45; L.1855 , p. 14,66,77,111;

L.1861 , p. 259,240; ConstiTution of 1870, Art. Z, sec, 8; L. 1871-72 ,

p. 664; L.1872 , p, 11,14,15,19,23,41,47,55-58; L.1875 , p, 51; R.S.18 74,

p. 523,524; L.1879, p. 241,242; L.1831, p, 133; L.1835 , p. 142-47,234;

L.1895 , p. 304; L.1898, p. 36-45,50; L.1905 , p, SGO; L.1911 , p. 485;

L.1915, p. 516; L. 1915, p. 568; L. 1917 , p, 654; L.1919 . p. 765; L.1925 ,

p, 49!^'; L.1927, p. 744; L.1951 , p. 747; L.1932, p, 84; L.1953, p. 898.
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Governmental Organization
and Records System

judicial district coraposod of eight counties, of v\diich Brown is one.

In Brown County the county court also has probate jurisdiction, and

appeals may be taken from the county court and probate court to the

circuit court. The records of the county and probate courts are kept by

the county clerk as ex-officio clerk in both instances. There is an inde-

pendent office of clerk of the circuit court elected by the county elec-

torate. The sheriff is the ministerial officer of all courts of record,

and is the principal agent for the enforcement of the law. The coroner

shares many powers, as conservator of the peace, with the sheriff; however,

his major duty of holding inquests pertains to the administration of jus-

tice. Also importantly engaged in the enforcement of law and the adminis-

tration of justice is the office of state's attorney. This office commences

and prosecutes in all courts of record in the county, all suits and actions

in Y^ich the people of the state or county are concerned.

In the administration of education, the county superintendent of

schools serves as the principal county officer. In the school toirmships,

coextensive with tovmships or consolidated tovmships, are boards of trus-

tees, aided by the school township treasurer who is also ex-officio clerk

of the board of trustees. The county superintendent of schools exercises

vd.de supervisory povrars over these bodies, and in all iratters relating to

schools and educational affairs. Above him are the follovdng authorities;

the county board of supervisors, exercising general financial control; the

state superintendent of public instruction, representing state academic

supervision; the state department of public health; the state fire marshal,

and the state architect, advising in such matters related to schools as

fall vrithin thoir province. The superintendent reports on his supervision

in the coimty to all of these officers and bodies, Hiereby unifying the

administration of education.

Public health services are similarly administered on all levels of

government, v;ith the county clerk figuring importantly. The state depart-

ment of public health has authority over sanitation, exercised through

district boards consisting of the tovm supervisor, assessor, and clork.

Each county clerk is the liaison officer in his county between the local

and state agencies. The same department supervises lodging houses, the

1. Constitution of 1318, Art. IV, sec. 4; R.S.1845 , p. 75,76,143-58,

325-26,414-27,515-18; Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec. 7,16,17,29;

L.1849 , p, 51,62-67; L.1354, p, 16,17; L.1859 , p, 95-97; L.1861 , p, 119;

L.l86'5, p. 79,80; Constitution of 1870, Art, V, sec, 25, Art, 'VI, sec.

12,13,18,20, Art. X, sec, 3; L. 1871-72 , p, 189,190,325; L,1872 , p. 19,

32-34,46,55-58; R .S,1874 , p. 172-75,260-64,273,281-87,321,329,339-41,
939-92; 1.1877, p, 77-84; L.1895 , p. 206,210,211,217; L. 1907 , p. 213;

L.1909 , p. 311,335; L. 1919 , p. 403; L.1951 , p. 388; L. 1955 , p. 435-48,

451,459.
2. R.S,1845 , p, 497-99; L.1872 , p. 702-5; L.1889 , p. 262-66; L.1909 ,

p, 342-50; L.1915, p. 628-55; L.1919 , p. 337; L.1929 , p. 745,
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and liecords r,yotG::i

supervision beinr efiectod in each covinty throurrh reports collected by

the county clerk. It also has supervision of the registration of vital

statistics, in Brovm County exercised through the tovm clerks, who act as

local registrars. But the county clerk is charged with keeping duplicate

records, and also vj-itji reporting thereupon to the department, thereby again

acting as the agent of state control in his county.

Public assistance in Bromi County is provided through the county de-

partment of public vj-elfare. This department is administered by the

county superintendent of public vrelfaro, an appointee of the county board

of supervisors. The superintendent fimctions mainly under the direction

of the state department of public vrolfare.

Public and semipublic v7orks are administered by tovmship, county and

stato authorities. The (state) department of public works and buildings,

through the coimty superintendent of highivays, exercises techinical super-

vision of the construction and maintenance of tovmship, coimty and state

roads, culverts, and bridges. The counter superintendent of highwa^/s is

also subject to the direction of the (state) chief highv.-ay engineer. He

is required to keep records of his duties prescribed by the department

and the chief highway engineer. The said superintendent exercises powers

over the toi'mship and county roads and bridges and is also granted super-

vision over state-aid roads in his ootuaty,

/jiother ascect of this large phase of public vrorks is the provision

for drainage districts, governed by quasi-corporate bodies of drainage

conmissioners. Organized basically by toTOis, these commissioners have all

povrers necessary to the construction and maintenance of drains and ditches

for agricultural, sanitary, and m.ining purposes. In some cases the tovm

clerk, in others the count;?- clerk, ministers to the commissioners.

The county surveyor is necessarily often employed in these public and

semipublic works. ^o also makes surveys for private persons, as a stop

in the creation of land records. His maps and plats, hovrover, have no

legal effect unless recorded by the recorder. The latter, wliose duties

are performed in Brovm Comity by the clerk of the circuit court in an

ex-officio capacity, also is charged vdth the recordation of instruments

affeotiirg"title to land and the less important other classes of instru-

ments convoying or establishing non-property rights."'

1.
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Goverrunental Organization
and Records System

The coordination of county government is effected through the county

cleric. In addition to his many and dissimilar duties, already noted, he

issues licenses, has custody of official bonds, keeps various registers,

enters into the election procedure, and acts for the board of review.

This entire concentration of duties, statutory jurisdiction over which is

vested variously in the county board, the county court, and other bodies,

results in a considerable centralization of county government.

All the independent county offices except surveyor, superintendent

of highimys, probation officer, and superintendent of public welfare,

are now filled by election, and most have been since 1348» The surveyor

also iTOS elected at one time, but he, as in the case of each of the

officers noted above, is now an appointee of the county board of super-

visors. Only a few of the present county offices and bodies were

recognized by the first state constitution? but, except for the superin-

tendent of highways, created in 1913, the probation office in 1911, and

the superintendent of public welfare in 1936, all were established by law

at a very early date and are recognized by the second, and present con-

stitutions.

The creation of such state agencies as touch upon county government

is a later development, occurring between 1877 and 1917, The quantity

and character of county records are affected thereby, but not the system

of records, L'ore significant in its offset on records is the concentra-

tion of multiple and dissimilar duties in the county clerk,

Llaking for Uiiiformity in records are laws requiring county boards

to supply books and forms in many cases. But the only uniformity betiiveen

counties is accomplished by iho use of standard forms in a fevj- cases re-

quired by state agencies. Legislation to extend this development has

the support of local officerij. Adequate statutory provision is made for

rebinding and transcription of old records. The use of loose-leaf books

has further improved records; statutory compulsion could extend the im-

provement. The legal requirement to destroy election ballots after two

years is not alrrays regarded; nevr legislation, more exrbensive in scope

as well as more stri::gent, would be valuable.

1, L.1318 , p. 25,79,206; L.1845 . p. 41,42; L. 1861 , p. 238; L.1872 ,

p. 380} R. 3. 1374, p. 325; L.1877 , p. 209; L.1835 , p. 142,





- 9 -

•H >» rH O
O TJ +>
P< O 3 Pt
Pi cq o -H





- 10 -

(First entry, p, 16)

3. HOUSING, CAHE, AMD ACCESSIBILITY OF TliE RECORDS

Like an early New England to-wn hall or church, the courthouse of

Bro\m County is built in Georgian style. The portico -with four Doric
coluinns rise forty-five feet, the full height of the building; an
ornamental cupola rises an additional thirtj'--four feet from the center

of the building, a tv;o-story brick structure, sixty-five feet long,
forty feet v.dde, and having a cubic content of 118,000 feet. The court-
house, erected in 1868 and novir sixty-nine years old, is not fire-proof,
nor are any of the \'aults. In order to reduce the fire hazard, the floors
of all offices except that of the superintendent of schools, are now of

concrete. Uniformly sized windows, nine feet high and five feet vade,
admit ample light and air. All •w'alls and ceilings are plastered, and in

general the building is kept in a good state of repair.

The offices and all of the records of t?ie following county officials
are located in the courthouse: county- probate clerk, circuit clerk-record-
er, sheriff, superintendent of schools, and superintendent of highways.
The offices and records of the treasurer and coroner are housed in separ-
ate buildings, with the exception that nearly all of the records of the
treasurer as ex-officio collector are kept in the county clerk's office.

The county and probate clerk's office occupies one room on the first
floor, measuring nineteen by twenty-four feet. Bound records are kept on

six hundred and fifty linear feet of steel shelving and unbound material
in several file boxes. Ninety percent of the clerk's records kept in his

capacity as county clerk, and all of his records as clerk of the probate
court, are kept here. The remaining ten percent of the county clerk's
records are kept in the office of the superintendent of lligh^^fays on the

second floor. All of the collector's records with the exception of one

record kept in the highway commissioner's office, are also housed here.
Practically all shelf space in this office is utilized and there is no
room for expansion. Additional space and equipment will liave to be ac-
quired in the near ftiture. The accommodations for users of records are
sufficient.

The office of the circuit clerk and recorder, also on the first
floor, is the same in size as that of the county clerk, and has identical
types of filing equipment. The shelves total five hundred and thirty
feet in length and are located along the east, south, and north walls of

the room. All of the records of this official in liis dual capacity as

circuit clerk and ex-officio recorder are kept in this office, which is

extremely crowded. One large desk and several chairs provide adequate
accommodations for consultants of records.

On the first floor also, is the office of the sheriff, vdth a

floor area of two hundred and twenty square feet. Thirty-five linear
feet of wooden shelving in this office, in addition to a few steel file
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Housing, C?.re, and Access- (First entry, p« 16)

ibility of the Records

boxes, are nore tlian sufficient for all of the records. There is no
crov'.'ding, and tvvo tables and three chairs provide ajnple accoEiuodations

for users of records.

The last office on the first floor is that of the superintendent
of schools. It has a floor area of two hundred and ninety square feet
and has v/ooden slielving arranged along the north -wall of the room, A
few file boxes make up the balance of the filing equipment. There is

no cro\7ding, and there is considerable room for expansion. All neces-
sary conveniences are provided for those v.dshing to consult the records.

The remaining county office in the courthouse, that of the super-
intendent of Idgh-'.vays, is located on the second floor, measures fifteen
feet sqimre, and is lighted by four vdndoivs. Since no independent records
of thds office are kept in Brcnvn Co'jnty, the tliirty-five linear feet of
wooden shelving, extending along the east and west walls, contain about
ten percent of the county clerk's records, and five percent of the covinty

treasurer's records. The shelves are crowded, but there is abundant room
for additional shelving, Accomnodations for consultants of records are
adequate.

The treasurer's office is located on the first floor of the Farmer's
State Bank Building on lYest Main Street, a two-storj^ brick building of

serai-fireproof construction erected in 1910, This office consists of

one room with a built-in fireproof vault. Records including those of
the treasurer as ex-officio collector, consist mainly of bound volumes
filed on seven linear feet of wooden shelves which are more than ample
for present needs. Five percent of the treasurer's records are kept in
the office of the superintendent of highways on the second floor of the

courthouse. Atmospheric and other conditions are good.

The coroner maintains an office at his residence, 134 East Main
Street, a two-storj'- L-shaped frajne building, erected in 1890, His office
measures fifteen feet square and h^s five vandov^s. Flooring is of wood,
and the walls and ceiling are plastered. Here the coroner keeps all of
his records, partly on a six-foot shelf above his desk and partly in
steel file boxes, A desk, table, and four chairs provide liberal accom-
modations for consultants of records.

In s\iiiimarizing, it may be stated that the records of Brown County are
rrell housed and cared for. The absence of soot, dust, and dampness is

strihingly noticeable. The cliief, and perhaps the only serious objection,
is the absence of fireproof vaults.

No records have been loot because of fires or floods. The existing
gaps in record dates are nominal, and may be attributed to clianges in
adminiB-tration or in systems of keeping records. Indexing and filing,
as practiced in Brown County, correspond in the main with the systems
generally adopted by the great majority of other Illinois counties*
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(First entry, p. li.')

4. LIST C? ABBREVIATIONS, SYJffiOLS, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

alph.— • alphabetical (ly)

arr. arranged

Art. Article
assr. assessor

aud. auditor

iDsint. basement

bd. - board
bdl. bvmdle (s)

ch. chapter (s)

chron. chronological (ly)

cir. circuit

elk, clerk

col 1 coll e c to r

cor. _ coroner

CO. - county

cont. continued

ct. court

dept. department

ft. _....feet

f .b. file box(es)

f .d. file drawer (g)

fl, floor

fitt. form

hdw. handwritten

hdgs. headings

hwys. _ _ highways

i'bid. ibidem - the same

(references)

i.e. id est - that i

s

Ill.S.A. Illinois Statutes
Annotated

in. „
inch(es)

L. L^-ws

mi. mile(s)

no.(s) number(s)

off. office

p. page(s)

pr, „ „ printed

pro. - probate

roc. recorder

R.L. Revised Laws

R.S. Revised Statutes

rm.^ :
room

sch. school (s)

sec. section( s)

sop. separate

sess. session

sh, sheriff
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List of Abbreviations, Symbols, (First entry, p. 16)
and Explanatory Notes

sp. special
strm« storeroom
supt. superintendent
surv. surveyor
treas. treasurer
twp. (s) „ „ „ township ( s)

U . S . R .

S

„ Uni ted States
Revised Statutes

U . S . S „ Uni ted States
Statutes

vlt. vault
vet. „„ veterinariain

V. _». „„..„ „.- .............volume ( s)

~ „ _ current

1. Despite inaccuracies in spelling and punctuation, titles of rec-

ords are shovm in the inventory proper exactly as on volumes and file boxes.

The current or most recent title is used as the title of the entry.

2. Explanatory additions to inadequate titles and corrections of

erroneous titles are enclosed in parentheses and have initial capitals.

3. In the s/osence of titles, supplied titles are. capitalized and

enclosed in parentheses.
4. In the title set-up, letters or numbers in parentheses indicate

the exact labeling on vol-umes or file boxes. If the volumes or file

boxes are unlabeled, no Labeling is indicated.
5. Title-line cross references are used to complete scries for rec-

ords kept separately for a period of time, and in other records for dif-

ferent periods of time. They are also used in all artificial entries -

records which must be shown separately under their own proper office or

section heading even though they are kept in files or records appearing

elsewhere in the inventory. In both instances, the description of the

master entry shows the title and entry number of the record from which

the cross reference is made. Dates shown in the description of the master

entry are only for the part or parts of the record contained therein, and

are shown only when they vary from those of the master entr;/.

6. Separate third paragraph cross references from entry to entry,

and "see also" references under subject headings, are used to show prior,

subsequent, or related records which are not part of the same series.

7. Unless the index is self-contained, an entry for the index im-

mediately follows its record entry. Cross references are given for ex-

ceptions to this rule.

8. Records may be assumed to be in good condition unless otherwise

indicated.
9. On maps and plat records, the names of author, engraver, and

publisher, and information on scale have been omitted only vfhen these

data were not ascertainable.
10. Unless otherwise specified, all records are located in the county

courthouse.
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(First entry, p. 16)

I, COmiTY BOARD OF SUIERVISORS

The most important functions of the county board, with little change

from the earliest date, are:

1, The purchase, sale, and custody of the real and

personal property of the county,

2» Examining and settling accoimts against the county,

5, Settling accounts concerning the receipts and
expenditures of county officers.

4, Supervision of elections, schools, and the selection
of juries; construction and maintenance of roads and
bridges; care of the indigent, infirm, and disabled.

5, Issuing orders on the county treasury in pursuance
of its fiscal administration.

6,. Appropriating funds necessary to the effecting of

its functions, raising such sums through ta;>cation,

and in general the management of county funds and

county business.

The first state constitution, 1818, made provision for the election
of three county commissioners in each county, whose powers and duties were

to be regulated by law. The establishment of elective county commis-

sioners v;as a distinct change from the centralization of government as

practiced under the territorial government in Illinois prior to the for»«

mation of the state. The territorial lav/s had provided for the appointf

ment of local officials by the territorial authorities. The local adr-

ministrative officials, under these laws, performed the judicial func-

tion vdthin the limits of their jurisdiction.

In 1319 the general assembly provided for an administrative, non-

judicial court to be composed of the throe elected officers and to be

styled "the county coranissioners ' court". Thus a change is noted in

the separation of administrative from judicial function along the lines

of the Itonnsylvania system of Iqoal government. Since Bro;vn County vra.s

established in 1839, it came first under the administration of the county

commissioners' court,
"^

1, R,S,1845 , ch, »rVII, sec. 15,17,20,25,29,34-38,46,47; R.S.1874 ,

ch, XL, sec, 25,57,
2, Constitution of 1818, ch. VIII, sec. 4; L, 1819 , p, 175,

3, Undor the laws of 1819, the commissioners were to serve until August

1820; L,1819, p, 100, Then in 1821 the term ;ms made for a biennial

period7"T7l821 , p. 80, sec, 15; L, 1823 , p, 66, sec, 52; R.L.1829 ,

p, 67, sec. 25; R.L.1855 , p, 255, sec. 25^

4, L, 1839, p. 52,53,
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Countj'- Board, of Supervisors (First entry, p. IC)

The nobility of population with attachments to different types of

local Eovernrient '/ra-s an influencing factor in the development of local

goveriunent in Illinois, The south v.dth its large farms and plantations

fo\m.d the county unit the system best fitted for its needs. The north-

ern industrial and marketing states on the other hand found the township

system more advnntageous. During the first decade of the state, follow-

ing its organization in 1818, tlie disintegration of the early civil town-

ships and the formation of districts and sub-districts for elections,

roads, and other purposes, showed the influence of i.ugration from the

s outh

.

The arrival of ta/mship adherents into Illinois, particularly from

the east, resulted from tlie tovm lot speculation which began in Chicago

and spread over the state. In addition to the snarketing in Chicago of

to\m plats for counties, vessels regularly carried plats of to^^fn lots

to the l^crj'T York and Boston iiarkets. The ensuing speculation v/hich

reached its peak in 1836 brought about an influx of settlers, and tovms

and LTiirketing centers arose rapidly.

These conflicting influences, together vdth compromises and adapta-

tion to local needs, brought about state legislation enacted in lo49

for two types of county goverrj:ient. An administrative county court was

established for each county of the state, with tovmship plan optional

at the acceptance of the countv^ electorate,

1

Brown County, failing to elect the tovmship plan in 1849, was gov-

erned by the county court for the following five years (1849-1854).

The legislation of 1G49 delegated to tJds court the duties formerly per-

formed by the county commissioners' court, ^ When so acting the povrers

of the county court were carried out by the county judge and tivo justices

of the peace. The county court serving in this capacity met at special

terms in each year and Yra.s distinct from the county court in its judicial

function. In the latter instance the duties were performed solely by the

county judge.

In 1854 the electorate selected the optional township plan of gov-

ernment. Under this plan the several tovraship supervisors elected by

the township electorate, composed the comity board of supervisors, and

this body became the successor to the a dioini strative county court. Brown

has been governed by the board of supervisors from 1854 until the present

date»

1, The Constitution of 1043, Art. VII, sec. G, liad required the

general assembly to provide for an optional forn of tovaaship

organization of counties. See L,l_849, p. 190-22S, also L.l_851,

p. 35-78; Constitution of 1G70, Art, X, sec. 6,

2. Constitution of 1348, Art, V, sec. 17,19; .L,184C_, p, G2,G6,
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County Board of Supervisors •• (l)

Proceediiigs of Board

The township lav/- in Illinois closely patterned that of IJev/ York.

Its main features vrere the decentralization of road administration and
state fiinctions, such as assesswent and collection of taxes. However,
the broader powers of transacting and administering county business re-
mained vested in the county body itself. In this respect the powers of

Illinois to"vm. governments fell short of those of New England towns.

The records listed in this section were kept in Brovm County, first,
by tlie clerk of the county commissioners' court from 1839 to 1849; second,

by the clerk of the county court from 1849 to 1854; third, by the clerk of

the county court as ex-officio clerk of the county board of supervisors
from 1854 to 1870; and finally, by the county clerk in his ex-officio
capacity as clerk of the county board of supervisors from 1870 to date.

The major record kept by the clerk for the board is the minutes of
its proceedings. This heterogeneous record includes: orders to issue
warrants on the county treasury; the board's consideration of and action
on reports of committees of its members on roads and bridges, indigent
and infirm relief, schools, taxation, etc.; and its orders in regard to

juries, licenses, and other matters within its jurisdiction.

The clerk also keeps separately, a register of orders issued on the
county treasury and lists of jury venire; files and preserves all bills
of accounts acted on by the board; and takes custody of reports required
to be made to the board by the county treasurer, various school bodies,
and a number of county officers.

Proceedings of Board

1, SUPERVISORS' RECORD, 1839—. 7 v. (3 not numbered, 4-7).

Title varies: County Commissioners' Court Record.
Record of proceedings of board of supervisors, including minutes of

meetings, roll call, reports of committees and county officers, orders

to pay claims, record of licenses, appointments of road supervisors,

justices, constables, and school land trustees, reports of superintendent
of schools, records of road district boundaries, election precincts, tax

rates and levies, abstracts of votes on township organization, and all other

county business transacted by board. Also contains Drainage Record,

1880-1914, entry 208. Arr. chron. No index. 1839-1928, hdw. ; 1929—,
tj^ped, 250 p., 639 p.; 14 x 10 x 1, 18 x 14 x 3, Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

1. L.1819 , p. 5,6,28,77,127,334-38,352; L. 1825 , p. 145,149; L.1825 ,

p. 130,131; R.L.1829 , p. 126,132-37,151-53; L.1831 , p. 89,90; L. 1835 ,

p. 131,132,136,200; L.1839 , p. 71,72; R.S.1845 , p. 51-55,287,342,
403,437; L.1849, p. 66; L.1361 , p. 234-37; R.S.1874 , p. 323.

2. L.1819 , p. 201,315; L.1825 , p. 147; R.S.1827 , p. 366; L. 1843 , p. 169j

R.S.1845, p. 136,366; L.1861, p. 237; R.S.1874, p. 325.
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Coijnty Board of Supervisors - (2-7)
Disposition of Accounts; Receipts
and DislDurseiaents; Bills and Claims

2. EESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY BOAHD 0? SUPERVISORS, 1890— , 1 f.b.
Resolutions presented to aiid adopted by county board of supervisors, show-

ing names of supervisors, nature of resolution, vote of board, and date.
Arr. chron. Ko index. 11 x 4 x 14. Co. elk. ' s off., 1st fl.

Disposition of Accounts

Registers of County Orders (See

also entry 196.)

3. REGISTER OF COUITTY ORDERS, 1882—. 6 v. (B , B-F)

.

Register of coujity orders issued for payment of claims, showing order
number, date, to v;hom and for v/hat purpose issued, amount paid, date
cancelled, and remarks. Arr. by order no. No index. Hdw. under pr.
hdgs. 200 p. 18 X 15 X 1. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Cancelled County Orders

4. COUim W^iRRAUTS CAITOELLSD, 1396— . 5 f.d.

Cancelled county warranto; showing warrant niimber, date, amount and to

whom paid, purpose of payment, and date cancelled. Arr. chron. No

index. 11 x 4 x 14. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

5. JUROR'S CERTIFICATES (Stubs), 1903—. 5 v.

Stub book of certificates issued in payment for jurors' services, show-

ing certificate number, date, names of jurors and clerk, travel fees,

and ajnount paid. Arr. by certificate no. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm.

300 p. 18 X 15 X 1^. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Receipts and Disbursements

6. LEDGER (County Farm), 1919— . 3 v.

Ledger of county farm receipts and disbursements, showing date, purpose,

amount, and from whom received or to whom paid. Arr. chron. No index.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 500 p. 13 x 9 x 2. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Bills and Claims
(See also entries 1, 70.)

7. BROWN COUNTY CLAIMS, 1919—. 4 f.d.

Claims against county allowed by county board of supervisors, shovving

claim number, names of claimant, chairman^and attorney, amount and pur-

pose of claim, and dr'.te claim -".llowed. Arr. chron. No index.

10 X 8 X 16. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.
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County Board of Supervisors - (3-13)
Kanagenent of Countj"- Properties;
Reports to Board

C. COUIITY IIIGir.mY CLAIMS, li;i5— . 2 f.b.
Clai:ns filed against county for higb.my iraproveraents, showing highv/ay
n\:miber, description of inproverrient, aj.iount of claim, and date paid,
Arr, chron. No index. 11 :•: 4 x 14, Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl,

9. MOTOR FUEL iliX, 1933—. r! f.b.
Claims against motor fuel tax fimd, showing number, date, and amount
of claim, name of claimant, filing date, and signature of clerk. Arr,
chron, No index. 11 x 4 x 14. Co, ol!:.'s off., 1st fl.

Contracjbs (See also
entry 69.) .

10. (CONTRACTS AI:D CONTRACTORS' BOIJDS), lSi^2--.

In lliscellaneous Records (Probate Files), entrj^ 122.
Contracts for work done in county, showing names of contractors, purpose,
amounts, dates, approval by board of supervisors, and contractors' bonds.

Management of County Properties

11. INSURAI'ICE POLICIES, 157C--, 1 f.b.
Insurance policies on coimty property, shov/ing name of insurance company,
description and location of insured propertj^, kind of insurance, amounts
of policy and premiiim, and dates of issuance and expiration. Arr, chron,
ITo index, 10 x 5 x 14, Co, clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

For prior records, see entn- 12.

12. POLICY REGISTER, 1876-78. 1 v. Discontinued,
Register of insurance policies on county property,'-, shovdng name of in-
surance company, property insured, kind of insurance, amounts of policy
and premivim, and dates of issuance and expiration. Arr, alph. by name of
insurance company. No index. Ild:.;-. under pr, hdgs, 200 p, IS x 15 x 2,
Co, clk,'s off,, 1st fl.

Reports to Board
(See also entries 1, 206.)

13, REPORTS OF COITNTY OFFICERS, 1502—. 2 f,b.
Reports of various county officers, sho\-iring name of officer, dates, and
itemized receipts and disbursements, Arr, chi-on. No index, 10 x 5 x 14,

Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.
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County Clerk . (14)

Jury Lists

(See also entries 5, 67, 96, 154, 155, 157, 160.)

14, (JiniY LISTS), 1880. In Els eel lane ouc Files, entry 70.

Lists of persons eligible for jury service, showinr name, address, and

occupation of juror, and date of court terra.

II. COWiTY CLERK

The coujity clerk has the most varied duties of any county official.

To his office belong important duties relating to taxation, elections,

vital statistics, licenses, bonds, and lesser duties in the operation

of county government, Jui*isdiction in these matters is distributed to

a number of stato and county authorities and the clerk's relationship

with these groups malres him a de facto chief executive officer of the

coiAnty, He is custodian of the county records, ex-officio clerk of the

county court and ere-officio clerk of tho county board of supervisors.

The records he keeps in each case belong to his office, the county

court, and the county board respective Ijr,

The early legal status of the county clerk vras first as clerk of

the covinty coimaiss loners* court, an administrative, nonjudicial body.

The clerk was, in practice, the county clerk as vroll as clerk of the

couiity oomraissioners • court.

An interesting change t(5ok place in this office under the consti-

tution of 1848 and the legislation of 1049.^ The clerk served as an

officer of both an administrative body and a judicial court. His title

vr&s clerk of the county court. The administrative body \vas the county

court (the county board) sitting at special terms and composed of the

county judge and tavo justices of the peace. The judicial court iras the

county court administered by a single officer, the county judge. "^ The

clerk ^f the court in its administrative function vras the successor to

the clerk of the county corainissioners • court. The judicial responsi-

bilities of the clerk vrare under tho county court acting in civil and

criminal matters and also in its probate jurisdiction. In the latter

category the clerk performed the ministerial duties fermerly performed

by tho probate justice of the peace.*

1. Clerk was an apprinteo of the commissioners' court from 1819 to

1837. L. 1819, p. 175. In 1857, the office beoamo elective vdth

a term "oFTvro yeara, L. 1857 , p. 49j R.S.1845 , p. 573.

2. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 16,18,19; L.1S49 , p. 65. Like

his predecessor, aji elected officer, but v/ith a term of four years.

3. Ibid.

4. L.1849, p. 62,63,65,67.
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County Clork (liext entry 15, p. 22)

In 1854 another change iras niade in the governing body of Brovm
Co'onty. At the election in this year, tovmship organization vreis voted
on and accepted, and the new county board became the county board of
supervisors." The duties formerly coranissioned to the county court
for county transactions were transferred to this board. The clerk:,how-

ever, retained his role as clerk of the county court and of the county
board.

The clerk -vAxen acting for the county \ms frequently referred to
in legislation as the county clerk. HoYrev3r, the constitution in 1870

titled the clerk, v.'hen so acting, as the coiinty clerk. Ke r/as elected
by tho county electorate as the county clerk and retained his role as

clerk of the county court and of the county board.

V/ith the revision of the law in 1874, a careful distinction in terms
came to be made. The county clerk, v/henever he acts for the county court
in its lav/ jurisdiction, is referred to as clerk of the county courtj
when he acts for tho county board, he is expressly declared to be so do-

ing."^ Thus the simple designation of county clerk is reserved for the

officer v/hen he performs that group of duties '-;-hich belon^.s to his office
alone, and Vv^hich gives rise to tho records in this section.

In revioviT, it may be said that the county clerk has served as clerk
of the county, in Bro-.-.n County, from its organization in 1839 to the

present time. His earliest title v/as clerk of the county commissioners'
court; later he v;-as Icnovm as clerk of the county court; then under the
canstitution of 1870 he was titled the county clerk. As clerk of the
county board he was first, clerk of the county commissioners' court;
second, clerk of the county court; third, clerk of the county court as

ex-officio clerk of the county board of supervisors; and fourth, the
county clerk as ex-officio clerk of the county board of supervisors. Kis
office as clerk of a judicial court began in 1849 as clerk of the county
court, both in civil and criminal matters, as well as in probate matters.
Beginning vath the constitution of 1370 until the present, the coimty
clerk, acting for the county court in its probate function, has been re-
ferred to as tho ex-officio clerk of the orobate court.

1, Constitution of 1870, Art. ''/I, sec. 18 and Art. Z, sec. 8. The

clerk's term vras set for four years.
2. R.S.1874 , p. 230.

3. i[.S.1874 , p. 273.

4, The bond of the county clerk, however, covers also his actions as

clerk of the county court and as clerk for the county board. The

penal sum is fixed by the latter body, v/hich also passes on tho

seouritios, and the bond itself is filed \ilth. the clerk of the

circuit court. R.S.1874, p. 321.
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County Clerk (llext entry 15, p. 22)

The clerk is required to keep an extensive group of taxation rec-
ords. Ee has legal custody of the books used "by trie supervisor of
assessments and conpiles those used hy the collector, obtains and pre-
pares abstracts of assessnent and collections, keeps records of the
proceedings of special tax bodies, iiiakes reports of delinquent taxes
retv.rned by the collector, attends all tax sales and prepares a list
of all sales and issues duplicate reports thereof, and records affi-
davits of purclxases of property for taxes; records tax sales, forfei-
tures and redemptions in a book kept by him faicavn as "the tax judgment,
sale and forfeiture record,"! In addition, various lists and receipts
involved in the taxation procedure from beginning to end are required
to be transmitted to him,"

The department of nublic health in Illinois has charge of the reg-
istration of births and deaths but the county clerk Ireeps complete
records of that category of vital statistics, as well as of marriages,
the registration of which is regulated solely by statute.

Marriage certificates are returned to the clerks by persons quali-
fied to celebrate ceremonies; copies of birth, stillbirth, and death
certificates are transmitted to him by the local registrars of the de-
partment of public health (in Brovvn County, the clerks of tovmships).
The clerk registers and files all certificates and records marriages,
births, and deaths in separate books, and indexes each separately,"^

The clerk is involved in nearly every step of the election procedure,
Ee issues and keeps a record of blanlc ballots; petitions, marked ballots,
tally sheets, and returns of elections are required to be transmitted to
him by election officials,"^ Formerly the clerk originated tlie abstracts
of returns; those currently found in his office are copies he is reqxiired

by la;v to obtain from the election cominis si oners or judges of election.
Canvasses also -.vere originally made by the clerk alone, but nov/ the clerk,
\7ith th.e justices of the peace, audits votes by election precincts.

^

The bonds of a nuinber of county officers are required to be trans-
mitted to the clerk and filed hy him.G Ke is required to keep a book

!• L»lSlg» p. 317; L.1825^, p, 175,174; R. L_._13^, p. 327-33; L,l£3£,

p. 4-7,12,14; L.1345, p. 9,11,12; LjlQ5Z. p. 102; L.1C_5_5, p". 35,37,
40; I^.167_2, p, 19,32-34,46,55; L.1&75 ," p. 51; L.ICW, p.' 57,241,242;
L.lSGl7 ~P. 133; L.1805, p. 77,192-97; L,1693, pV"41,47-50; L.191 5.

p, 589,

2, R.L. 1827, p. 330; R.L . 1337 , p. 572; L.1840 , p. 4; L_tl843, p. 232;
L.1C72, t). 5G-58; U1385, p, 77; L.J^98, p. 40,41;" 1^1909, p. 311,333.

3, L.lgl9 , p. 2G, 231 ;""r.S. 1845, ch, XVII,"sec. 5-5, ch". IXEX, sec. 6;

R. 5.1874, p, C95; La877, p. 200-210; 1^5.1 £l0_l, p. 501-4; L.1903,
p.~315-lS; L.1915 , p. 660-70; L..19_17, p. "2-36,763-66,

4, L_j_161_9, p. 25,206'; L.18_21, p, 777L.i82_3, p. 54,55; R. L. 132 9,
p. 59,60; L, 1S45 , p, ¥1,42; L5.1871_-727 p. 380; L.2_885, p. 142.

S« k»1311' P»" 96; L,1885, p. 142."

6, For citations to the lai/s so providing, see the discussions of legal
status under each office in tMs volume.
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County Clerk - (15, 16)
Taxation

in v/hich is to be entered a minute of those bonds, and such other infor-
mation as will serve to provide an index to them. In practice, this
book is sometimes broken down into several volumes, segregating informa-
tion relating to bonds of separate officers.

The clerk issues licenses to peddlers, taverns, ferries, etc., and
is required to keep records thereof. In addition, he keeps records of

estrays, registers of physicians and midwives, and lists of county offi-
cers, compiled from information sent to him to enable him to perform
these and other duties of his office.^

Besides the papers he is required to issue and those he is required
to file and preserve, the county clerk also is charged by lav/ with the
care and custody of all other books and papers pertaining to his office.

^

Of this last group, arising indirectly in the performance of his other
duties, he is required to keep alphabetical indexes.

Taxation
(See also entries 1, 65,

69, 70, 121, 135-193.)

Lists of Taxable
Property, Levies

15. RATE BOOK (Tax), 1875~. 2 v. (A, 1 not lettered).
lassing: 1887-1927.

Docket of certificates of rates and amounts wanted, showing date filed,
school district, amount vra.nted, rates of levy for lands, lots, and personal
property, total in each town, railroad valuation in each tovm, compara-
tive valuation in other tovms, total value in district, tax spread, as-
sessed value, and equalized value by county and state boards, Arr. alph,
by name of tv;p. llo index, 1875-86, hdw, under pr, hdgs, ; 1928—, hdw.

144 p. 18 X 11-1- X -|-, Co, elk, «s off., 1st fl.

16. ASSESSORS' BOOKS, 1863--. 371 v.

Lists of taxable real and personal property, shoAving owner's name, de-
scription of property, tax spread, assessed value, full value, total tax,

and remarks, Arr. by sec, tv/p. , and range. No index. Hdw, under pr.

hdgs, 150 p. 16 X 10 X
-I".

335 v., 1863-1930, off. of supt. of hwys.,
2nd fl.; 36 v, , 1934—, co, elk, »s off., 1st fl,

Buckhom Township, 1863—. 45 v. Missing: 1864, 1866-72, 1874-80,

1882, 1886, 1888-97, 1901, 1906.
Cooperstown Township, 1863—. 42 v. I.Iissing: 1863-93.
Elkhom Tovmship, 1863—, 43 v, Llissing: 1863-88, 1890-92,
1894, 1895, 1898.

1. L,1861 , p. 238; R.L,l874 , p. 325.
2. L.1819, p. 79; R.L.1327 , p. 320; R.L.1833 , p. 439; R.L.1837 , p. 175,

3. L.1819 , p. 206,207; R.L,182 7 , p, 190,191; L.1877 , p. 209.

4. R.S.1874 , p. 32 7,

5. R.S.1874, p. 331.
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County Clerk - (17-22)
Taxation

Lee Township, 1863— . 42 v. Missing: 1863-93.
Missouri To^mship, 1863--. 39 v. Missing: 1863-92, 1897.
Mt. Sterling Toivnship, 1863--. 38 v. Missing: 1863-91, 1894-97,
1911, 1916, 1919.
Pea Ridge Tovmship, 186:— , 40 v. Missing: 1863-85, 1867-94,
1896-98.
Ripley Tovmship, 1863—. 39 v. Missing: 1863-96,
Versailles Township, 1863--. 43 v. Missing: 1863-91, 1894, 1895.

17. TAXABLE PROPERTY, 1846-51. 1 v. Discontinued.
Lists of taxable property, showing lands and personal property, town lots,

forfeited lands and lots, amount of taxes for stfte and oounty road pur-

poses, and date. Arr. by twps. No index. Hdw, 600 p. 18 x 15 x 2,

Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

18. RAILROAD TAX BOOK, 1873—. 4 v. (A-D).

Lists of taxable railroad property, showing name of railroad, location,

legal description, number of acres on right of way, length of main and

sidetrack, value as listed by railroad, assessed v^lue as equalized

by state and county board, tax spread, and total tax. Arr. alph. by name

of railroad. No index. Hdw, under pr. hdgs. 180 p. 18 x 12 x 2,

Co. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

19. TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH TAX BOOK, 1884—, 3 v, (1-3).

Title veries: Telegraph Tax Book.

Schedule of taxes on taxable property of telephone and telegraph con^janies,

showing in whose name assessed, legal description cf property, tax spread,

total amoxint of tax, and date. Arr. alph. by name of coiif)any. No index,

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 80 p. 15-| x la^ x 1. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

20. REAL ESTATE (Schedule of Assessments for Road Repairs),
1900-1920. 1 V, Discontinued.

Schedule of assessments against real estate ovmers for costs of re-

pairing roads, showing name of o\\'ner, date, legal description of property,

amount of assessment, and remarks, Arr. alph. by name of property owner.

No index. Hdw. under p r. hdgs. 540 p. 16 x 11 x 2, Off, of supt, of

hwys., 2nd fl.

21. ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES, 188 3—. 4 v,

(1, 3 not numbered).
Statements of totals of footings of each assessment book on real estate^

town lots, and personal property. Arr. by sec, tv;j;
. , and range. No

index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 58 p. 17 x 15 x 1. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Collection, Abatement

22. COLLECTORS' BOOKS, 1854--. 145 v.

Lists of assessed taxable real and personal property, showing name ef

owner, description of property, tax spread, assessed value, amount of

tax due, date, and total; also contains abatement lists. Prior ta

1898, books grouped for entire county; 1898-1933, segregated by town-

ships; 1934— , 3 volumes per year for each tovmship. Arr. by sec, twp.,

and range. No index. Hdv;. under pr. hdgs, 500 p. 16 x 12 x 2. 78 v.,

1854-1913, off. of supt. of hv/ys., 2nd fl.; 67 v., 1914— , co, clk,'s

off,, 1st fl.
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County Clerk - (23-28)

Ta:-:ation

Judgiaent, Sale, Redonption

23. TiUC JUDGllEKT, SALE, REDK-iPTIOiT, .'iIID FORFEITURE RECORDS, 1881—.
5 V. (4-8).

Rocord of delinquent taxes, sho'.'lns name of property ovaier, legal de-

scription and location of property, anount of delinquent tax due, judg-

i.ior-t and sale, and final disposition of property, Tliis record is a

coiubination of t\-;o records formerly kept separately. Tax Jud[;rac-nt Record,

ontry 24; Tax Sale Record, entry 25. Arr. by sec, tv/p. and range.

Indexed alnh, by nar.'.o of defendant, Ildw. under pr, hdgs. 170 p.

18 X 15 X 2. V. 4-7, 1381-lSoO, co. elk. »s off., 1st f1. ; v, 8, 1951—,
treas. »s off., Ist f 1. , Farmers State BaiiJc Building, Yfest Main Street^

24. T.VX JIIDGI.LEIJT RliCORD, 18;-'.9-30, 4 v, 1881— in Tax Judf^inent,

Sale, AGdeinption, and Forfeiture Records, entry 23.

Record of tax judrrients, sho-.rLn-j; name of ovjr.er, legal description of

property, assessed valuation, costs and penalties, total amoimt due, and

date and ariount paid, Arr, chron. Ho index, Ildv:. 200 p. 12 x 15 x l-o,

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

25. T:j: SALE RECORD, 1859-80, 2 v. (C, D). 13G1— in Tax Judgment,

oale, Rederaption, and Forfeiture Records, entry 25.

Record of tax sales, shov.lnr name of property ov.ner, legal description

of property, nunher of acres, date, and to whom sold; amoui^t of tax,

ncnalties, interest and printers' fees due, and amouiit, date, and by v.'hom

paid, Arr. alpli, by name of property ov.mer. ITc index. TjIvt. under

pr, hdgs, 150 p. 15 x 12 x 1. Co, elk. 's off., Ist fl,

26. RECORD OF L-u'D FORFEITED TO ST.VTE, 1377—. 1 v.

Li^t of lands forfeited to state for taxes due and unpaid, shov.dng legal

description of property, anouniE of tax due and paid, name of ovmer, and

dates of forfeiture and recording. Arr. cliron. lie index, Hdv/. ur.der

pr. hdf;s. 375 p. 15 x 12 x 3, Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

27. T.A>: SALES JZI) IIOTICES, 1870—. 1 f.b.

Tax sale certificates of purchase, shov/ing record book and page numbers,

nanes of oimer, purol-iascr, count;'- collector^ and county clerk, date and

amount of sale, legal description of property, penalty and costs; tax

purchaser's notices Ghov^'in;;; dates of notice and sale, name of ovflaer,

legal description of property, and date of expiration of redem.ption period.

Arr. chron. lie index. 10 x 5 x 14. Co. elk, 's off., 1st fl.

28. ;.FFID..VIT T;JC deed, 1684—. 1 f.b.

Affidavits of purchase of property at tax sales, shov.lng nanes of affiant

and nevrspaper publishin- notice, dates of tax sale, application for tax

deed and filing, legal description of property, anount of sale, and

statem.ont of notice to orifir.al ovmcr and present occupant of tax sale

land. Arr. chron. Ho index, Hdv.-, on pr. fm. 10 x 5 x 14. Co. elk. 's

off., 1st fl.
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County Clerk - (29-34)

Vital Statistics

29, AFFIDAVITS FOR TAX DEEDS, 1695—. 1 v, (l).

Copies of affidavits for tax deeds, showing names of affiant and owner,

date of affidavit and tax sale, legal description of property, amount

of delinquent tax, penalties and costs due, amount of sale, and date of

filing. Arr, chron. Uo index. Hdw, on pr. fm. 265 p. 15 x 12 x 3.

Co. clkfc's off., 1st fl,

30. TAX DEEDS, 1896-1900. 1 v. 1901— in Miscellaneous Record,

entry 69.

Copies of tax deeds, showing name of purchaser, date of sale, legal

description of property, amount paid, certification of purchase,

signature of county clerk, and date filed. Arr. chron. Ho index.

Hdw, on pr, fm. 550 p. 16 x 11 x 2, Off, of supt, of hivys,, 2nd fl»

Vital Statistics

Births (See

also entry 66,)

31. BIRTH CERTIFICATES, 1878—, 12 f.b., 3 v, (1-3),

Copies of birth certificates, showing certificate number, date end place

of birth, sex, names of child and parents, address, color, age, birth-

place and occupation of parents, number of children, certificate of

attending physician or nidv.'ife, and date of filing. Subsequent to 1915,

certificates kept in bound form, Arr, by certificate no, 1878-1915,

no index; for index, 1916— , see entry 32, Hdw, on pr. fm, F.b,

11 X 4 X 14, V, 766 p. 8 X 9 X 5. Co. clk,'s off., 1st fl.

32. BIRTH II'DEX, 191S— . 1 v. (A).

Index to Birth Certificates, siiowing name of child, and book and page of

record. Arr, t.lph, by surname of child, iidv;, under pr, hdgs, 600 p,
16 X 12 X 3, Co, clk,«s off,, 1st fl,

33. REGISTER OF BIRTHS, 1878-1915. 1 v. I'iscontinued.

Register of births, shovrimg names of child, father, and mother, place

of birth, sex, color, and nativity of mother and father, and date regis-

tered. Arr, alph. by surname of child. Hdv;. under pr, hdgs, 250 p.
16 X 12 X 2, Co, die's off,, 1st fl.

For bound birth certificatas subsequent to 1915, see entry 31,

34. BIRTH IHDEX, 1378-1915, 1 v.

Index to Register of Births, showing name of child, and book and page of

record. Arr, aluh, by surname of child. Hdv«f. under pr. hdgs, 400 p,
16 X 12 X 2, Co. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.
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Coimty Clerk - Vital (35-40)
Statistics

Deaths (See also
entry d'3.)

35. DEATHS AND STILLBIRTHS (Certific^.tes) , 1878—. 11 f.b.

3 V. (1-3).
Copies of death and stillbirth certif ics-,tes, shovdng certifica.te number,

n£'jne of deceased, date and place of death ?.nd burial, personal and sta^

tistical particulars, ncjnes of physician or midwife, undertaker, and

registrar. Subsequent to 1915, certific .tes kept in bound form. Also

contains Certificates of Burial of United States War Veterans, 1878-1931,

entrj'' 40. Arr. chron. 1878-1915, no index; for index, 191&— , see entry

35. Hdv7. on pr. fn. F.b. 11 x 4 x 14, v. 600 p. 9 x 10 x 5. Co. clk.'s

off. , 1st fl.

36. DEATH Il^DEX (and Stillbirths), 1916--. 1 v. (l).

Index to Deaths and Stillbirths, showing certificate number, name of de-

ceased, and book and page of record. Arr. alph. by name of deceased. Hdw.

under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 16 x 12 x 3. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

37. REGISTER 0? DEATHS (;-.nd Stillbirths), 1878-1915. 3 v.

(1-3). Discontinued.
Register of deaths, showing register niiraber, date of report, name of de-

ceased, age, sex, ncationality, date, place and cause of death, place of

burial, ajid names of undert.alcer and physician. Also contains Register of

Stillbirths, 1892-1915, entr^r 39. Arr. chron. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

300 p. 15 X 12 X 2. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For bound death and stillbirth certificates subsequent to 1915,

see entry 35.

38. ILDSX TO DEATHS, 1878-1915. 1 v. Discontinued.

Index to P.egister of Deaths, shovdng name of deceased, and book and pr^e

of record. Arr, alph. by name of deceased, Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p.

10 X 8 X 2. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

39. REGISTER OF STILLBIRTHS, 1878-91. 1 v. 1892-1915 in Register

of Deaths, entry 37.

Register of certificates of stillbirths, showing certificate number, date

of return, names of mother and father, date and place of stillbirth, sex

ozi± color, residence of mother, period of utero-gestation, nativity of

father, cause of stillbirth, signature of medical attendant, n.?jne and ad-

dress of person making return, name of undertaker, rjid place and date of

burial. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of parent. Hdw. \inder pr.

hdgs. 72 p. 18 X 11^ X 1^-. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

40. CERTIFICATE OF BURIAL OF CTiTED STATES VETERAITS, 1932—. 1 v,

1878-1931 in Deaths and Stillbirths, entry 35.

Transcript of certificates of burial of war veterans, showing najne, resi-

dence, race, and address of veteran, marital st -.tus, dates of birth, enlist-

menti .-ind death, birthplace, war record, whether discharged or not, branch

of service, name of informant, cemetery, grave, lot, blocl^ and section

nujubors, and ncjne and address of undert.aker. Arr. alph. by name of

veteran. ITo index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 25 p. 9 x llj x 1. Co.

elk. ' s off, , 1st fl.
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Coun-br Clerk - (41-46)
Licenses and Re.p-isters

Marriap;es

41. I.IARRIAGE LICENSES, 1847--. 16 f.b. Prior licenses destroyed.
Licenses for marriage, shomng names of "bride, groom, and count}- clerk,
dates of issuance, marriage, filing, and registration, Arr. chron.
Ho index. 11 x 4 x 14. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

42. IIjDEX to liARRIAGE RECORDS, 1339—. 2 v. (l, 2).
Index to Marriage Records and Marriage Register, shomng names of bride
and groom, license number, and book and page of record. Arr, alph, by
nam.es of bride and groom, Hdv7. \Ander pr, hdgs. 200 p. 16 x 12 x 2,

Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

43. I;IilRRIAGE RECORDS, 1377—. 2 v.

Copies of marriage certificates, showing number and date of license, full

names of bride and groom, age, address, race or color, occupation, place

of birth, father's name, mother's maiden name, number of marriages, bride's

maiden name if a widow, place and date of marriage, names of witnesses, by
whom certified, and dates of return and registration. Arr, chron. For
index, see entry 42, lldxr, on pr. fm. 260 p. 18 x 13 x 2, Co. clk.'s

off., 1st fl.

For prior records, see entries 41, 44.

44. CARRIAGE REGISTER, 1839-85. 3 v. (A-C). Discontinued.
Marriage register shovdng license number, names and addresses of bride
and groom, and dates married and certified. Arr. chron. For index, see

entry 42. Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 240 p. 18 x 13 x 2. Co. clk.'s off,,

1st fl.
For record of marriage certificates, see entrj' 43,

45. APPLICATION lI/iRRLVGE LICENSES, 1874—. 9 v.

Applications for marriage licenses, showing license number, names, addresses,

and ages of applicants, signatures of applicants and county clerk, and dates

j

for marriages of minors, also shows xmme of person giving consent to marriage,

Arr. chrcn. No index. Kdw. on pr. fm. 300 p, 16 x 12 x Is-, Co. clk.'s

off., 1st fl.

Licenses and Registers
(See also entry 1.)

Professional Licenses
and Registers

46. RECORD OF HiYSICIANS' CERTIFICATES, 1877--. 2 v. (l not number-

ed, 1).
Copies of certificates of state board of health issued to physicians,

showing date, certificate number, names of physician and college attended,

date of graduation, and signatures of president, secretary, and three

members of the board. Arr. alph, by name of physician, K*/, on pr, fm,

270 p, 18 X 13 X 2, Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For other physicians' certificates, see entry 50,
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County Clerk - (47-52)
LicunGGs and Registers

47. REGISTER OF HIYSICI/JIS /JTD ACCOUCHEURS, 1877—. 2 v.

(1 not numbered, 1).

Register of certificates of physicians and accoucheurs, shovdng name and
address of physician or accoucheur, certificate number, and date register-
ed; for physician^ shows school of practice, age, nativity, number of
years practice, number of years practice in state, and certificate of the

state board of health. Also contains registration of veterinarians' and
dentists' certificates subsequent to 1916, Arr. chron. Indexed alph.
by nar.io of registrant. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 100 p, 18 x 12 x -J-.

Co. elk. »G off., 1st fl.

48. REGISTER OF CERTIFICATES OF REGISTERED irORSES, 1913—, 1 v.

Register of certificates issued to registered nurses, showing certifi-
cate number, name and qualifications of nurse, and dates of certificate
and recording. Arr. chron, Fo index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 250 p.

15 X 12 X 3. Co. elk. 's off., Ist fl.

49. OPTOIjCTRY record, 1915—. It. (l).

Copies of certificates issued to optometrists, shov/ing names of optome-

trist and president and secretary of state board of examiners, number and
date of license, date of filing, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph. by name of optometrist, Ildw. on pr. fm, 600 p. 16 x 12 x 3.

Co, elk. 's off., Ist fl.

50. EiYSICI.'dl, raTERITjARIAII /iKD DENTIST RECORD, 1895-1916.
1 V, Discontinued,

Copies of certificates of physicians, veterinarians, and dbntists, shov/-

ing names of practioner and m.om.bors of examining board, school attended,

and dates of graduation and certificate, Arr. chron. Indexed alph.

by nam.e of doctor. lidw, on pr. fm. 200 p, 18 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's off.,

1st fl.

For registration of certificatas, see entry 47.

Rxtents

51. PATEilT REGISTER, 1846-66. 1 v. Discontinued.
Record of patents issued on useful inventions, showing names of patentee
and clork, description and dramng of invention, and dates of invention
and patent, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of patentee. Hdw.

Binding and paper poor, v^riting faded. 200 p. 18 x 11 x lo-. Co. elk. »s

off., 1st fl.

Stallion Certificates

52. RECORD OF CERTIFICATES TO STOCK BREEDERS, 1867-91. 1 v.

Discontinued.
Copies of stallion certificates issued by state board of agriculture,
shovang certificate number, name of breeder, date, and seal and signature
of secretary of state board of agriculture. Arr. chron. Indexed alph,
by nam.e of breeder. Hdw. on pr. fm. 250 p. 16 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's

off., Ist fl.
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Co\inty Clerk - (53-59)
Elections; Bor.ds

of Officers

Estrays

53. ESTKAY RECORD, 1S39— . 1 v.

List of estrays, shOT.dng date found, by whom taken up, names of Justice
of the peace and appraisers, value and description of animal, and costs.

Arr. chron, Ko index, Ildw, under pr, hdgs. 200 n, 15^- :c 11 x 1;._;,

Co, cll-.'s off., Ist fl,

Dof; Licenses (See also
entries CO, 61.)

54. SETTLELSIIT OF ASSESSORS (Dog License), 1914—. 1 f.b.

List of dog o-i.Tiers, shovdnr: o\'.'ners' nanes and addresses, and number of

tags sent and retunied. Arr, chron. Ho index, 10 x 5 x 14, Co, clk.'s

off., 1st fl.

Elections
(See also entry 1.)

55. (ELECTIO!! PAPERS), 1580—. In Miscellaneous Files, entrj: 70.

Applications for ballots, petitions for nominations, and lists of election
clerks.

56. ABSTRACT OF VOTES, 1917--. 1 f.b.

Abstract of votes for general elections, shelving names of candidates,

titles of offices, nujuber of votes received by each csuididate, and date

of election. Arr, chron. No index, 10 x 5 x 14, Co. clk.'s off,,

1st fl.

Bonds of Officers
(See also entries 69, 88, 175.)

57, 301IDS OF OFFICIALS, 1396—, 5 f,b.

Bonds of tovm and countjr officials, shovdng names of officials and

bondsmen, date, amount and term of bond, purpose, exjoiration date, and

remarks, Arr, chron, llo index. Hdw. on pr. fm, 11 x 4 x 14.

Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl,

50. DOCKET OF OFFICIAL DOITDS , 1304-98. 1 v, 1399— in Miscellaneous
Record, entry 73,

Copies of official bonds approved by county court, shaving names of

officials and sureties, date and amount of bond, orders of cotu't, and

date filed. Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of official, Ildvv, on

pr. fm, 238 p, 16 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s off,, 1st fl,

59. RECORD OF JUSTICES' AiiD CONSTABLES' BOirDS , 1G77— . 1 v, (A).

Transcripts of justices' and constables' bonds, sho^'/ing names of princi-

pals aiad bondsmen, amoxmt and terms of bond, date of bond, and notarial

seal. Arr, chron. No index, Kdvr, on pr, fn, 410 p. 15 x 12 x 3,

Co. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.
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County Clerl: - (60-66)
Oaths Oi County Officers;
Foos, Receipts, and Expondituros

60. ASSESSOIIS' BOiJD RECORD, 1G91— . 1 v. (1).
Transcripts of bonds of tovm assessors, and bonds of county oolloctor
and supervisor of assessments, shovring names of principal nnd bonds-
men, date, anou:it, and terms of bond, and seal of notary. Also con-
tains Dog License Bond Record, entry 61, Arr. chron. Indexed alpht
by name of principal, Hdv/. on pr. fm. 200 p, 18 x 13 x 3, Co, cl!:. 's

off,, Ist fl.

61. DOG LICENSE BOllD (Record of), 1880-90, 1 v, 1891-- in
AsGOSGors' Bond Record, entry 60,

Bonds for performance of duty of collector of dog license fees, shovj*-

ing date, names of principal and bondsmen, and date and amount of bond,
Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of bondsmen, Hdw. on pr, fm, 400 p.
16 X 11 X 2. Off. of supt, of hvrys., 2nd fl.

Oaths of County Officers

62. (OATHS OF COUIITY OFFICERS), 1836—. In Miscellaneous Record,
entry 69,

Oaths of office of county officers, shovri.ng name of office, date, assever-
ation, signature of officer, and aciaio"i7ledgment.

Fees, Receipts,, and Expenditures

63. REGISTER OF FEES, 1872—, 2 v.

Register of fees and expenditures, including sheriffs' receipts prior
to 1914, shelving date, amount, from vhom received and to \Thom paid, and
remarks, Arr. chron. lie index, Hdv;. 600 p. 16 x 12 x 3. Co. elk. 's

off,, 1st fl.

64. lEDGER, 1919-25, 2 v. Discontinued.
Lodger of daily receipts and expenditures, shox/ing amounts received and
paid out, and date, Arr, chron. To index, Hdv;, 150 p, 10 x 8 x 1,

Co. elk, 's off., 1st fl,

6 5, COUIITY II; ACCOIIITT T/VITII COUJJTY COILECTOR iUTD TREASURER, 1882-98.

1 V, Discontinued,
County collector's and county treasurer's accounts of receipts and dis-
bursements as submitted to county clerk, sho-ivln.g amounts received from
tax collections, tax sales, and other sources, amounts expended by cash
and by county orders, vdth totals j also list of debits and credits against
coiuity fmids, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of collector, Hdv/.

under pr, hdgs. 160 p, 18 :: 13 x To-. Co, elk. 's off., 1st fl.

For other reoerds of receipts and expenditures, see entry 65,

66, BIRTPI .UID DEATH FuEPORT VfARi-I.\IITS (Account Book), 1902—.
3 V.

Record of vmrrants issued in payment for reports of births and deaths,

shovang tovm from vrhioh reported, name of person reporting, and amount,
date, and number of vmrrant. Arr. chron. lie index, Hdv/, on pr, fm,

300 p, 16 X 12 X 2, Co, elk. 's off., 1st fl.
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Co'inty Clerk - I&ps and Plats; (67-70)

Hi seel lane ous Records and Files

67. JURY SCRIPT (insane), 1896—. 1 v. Last entry 1911.

Script issued for payments for jurors* services in insane cases, shovring

name of juror, court term, order number, and amount and date paid.

Arr. chron. No index, Hdvj'. on pr. fm. 250 p. 16 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's

off., 1st fl.

I.feps and Plats

68, SCHOOL PLAT RECORD, 1379—, 1 v. (l).

Plats of school districts organized in various toivnships, shovdng name

of tov-Tiship, range, date, name of president of school board, clerk's
signature, date filed, and boundaries of school district. Arr. chron.

No index. Author, county clerk. Hdw. and hand-drawn. 1 in. to 1 mi.

126 p. IS X 12 X |-. Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

For other school plats, see entries 70, 89-95.

Miscellaneous Records and Files

69. inSCELIJvNEOUS RECORD, 1886—. 2 v. (1, 2).

Miscellaneous records including reports of coroner and cemetery boards,
witness affidavits, and articles of incorporation, county contracts,
petitions and decrees of adoption, and bonds of county officials prior

to 1922, Also contains Tax Deeds 1901— , entry 30, (Oaths of County
Officers) entry 62. Form varies according to tjrpe and record, Arr,

chron. Indexed alph. by title of subject matter. 1886-1916, hdv;-. on

pr, fm. ; 1917—, typed. 250 p, 16 x 12 x 2, Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

70. (inSCELL/JJEOUS FILES), 1880—. 16 f.b.

County clerk's files of miscellaneous documents, including county highvreiy

resolutions and claims, reports of tovmship treasurers and supervisors,

objections to taxes, road and school plats, road tax papers, and bills
and claims approved by board. Also contains (Election Rapors), entry 55

j

(iTarr and Cognovit Papers), entry 101; (Jury Lists), entry 14; and

(Sale of School Lands), entry 198, Arr. chron. IJo index. 10 x 5 x 14.

Co. elk. »3 off., 1st fl.
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(Kext entry 71, p. 33)

III. RECORDER

The office of recorder, vj-hich at first existed by statute, is nov;

constitutional. Originally, the recorder in Brown County was an elected
officer of tlie county electorate, •' Following the constitution of 1848
mitil the present time, the clerk of the circuit court in Brown County
has served as ex-offi cio recorder,

^

In contrast to its legal status, the duties of the office have
changed little; they liave developed in scope but not altered in nature.
The basic function of the recorder is to record at length and in order

of their receipt all instrunents in ivriting."^

The recorder is required to keep the follovri.ng records:

1, An entry book for the notation of the date and order of

receipt of instruments, and the names of parties and loca-

tion of property,
2, Books of recordation, with a single alphabetical index for

grantor and grantee, Separate books nay be kept for differ-
ent classes of instruments; a separate series, denoted "B"

for recordation of bills of sale, chattel mortgages, re-
leases and extensions, etc,

3, A separate book to record certificates of honorable military,
aviation, and naval discliarges,

4, An index, arranged alphabetically by name of grantor, con-

taining also name of grantee, and showing date and kind of

instrument and the page of its recordation*
5, A similar index, kept by name of grantee. In practice this

and th.e above index are sometimes kept as one n\imbered series,

but v,'it?i'no results contrary to the intent of the law.

1, Tenure of office was for four years, L.18o5 , p. 16G; the term v/as

reduced to two years, L»1845, p, 28. Prior to the formation of

Brown County the recorder had been an appointee of the governor
for the years 1819 to 1835, L.1S19 , p. 166.

2, Clerk of circuit court r.iade ex-offici o recorder in all counties.
Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19, L.1849 , p. 65-66; office
made elective ^^ath term of four years in counties of CO, 000 and
greater of population, and provision for other counties unchanged.
Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec. S; R.S.1874 , p. 853. Bond is

required in sum of i|^10,000.

3, L.1819, p. 13,20; R,L. 1829 , p. 116,117; R.S.1S74, p. 834,835»





• 33 "

Recorder » Entry Foolcs; (71-73)
Instrirnents Recorded

6, Other indexes, such as for instruments recorded by corpora-
tions, povrers oi" attorney, chattel inortgagos, etc. Some-
times duplicate "Grajitor-Grantee Index", but recommended
by utility,

7, An index to recorded maps and plats, based on location of
property. Sometimes arranged by section, tov.Tiship, range,
etc,

8, An abstract book, in effect indexing records by shovdng for
each tract evel-y conveyance or incumbrance recorded, its
execution and filing date, and the book and page^of its
recordation. Series optional vri.th county board.

Entry Books

71, ENTRY BOOK, 1839—, 14 v, (1-14).
Entry book of conveyances, shovring instrument number, type of instrument,
names of grantor and grantee, legal description of property, fee paid,
fees due, dates of entry and delivery, and to whom delivered. Arr, by
instrument no. No index, 1839-1902, hdw, ; 1903—, hdvir, under pr, hdgs,
500 p, 16 X 12 X 2. Cir, elk. »s off,, 1st fl.

Instruments Recorded

General

72. I.IISCELIANEOUS D0CU1.3NTS, 1677--, 23 f.b.

Ivliscellaneous instruments including mortgage releases, quitclaim deeds,
Yra.rranty deeds, and trust deeds recorded but i^ncalled for, showing
names of grantor and grantee, consideration, date of instrument, kind
of instrument, legal description of property, and date recorded, Arr,

chron. No index. lO-g- x 5 x 14, Cir, elk, »s' off., 1st fl,

73. MISCELLAITEOUS RECORD, 1880--. 9 v, (1-9).

Recordation of miscellaneous instruments, including extension of lease,

certificates of election of trustees of cemeteries and lodges, certificates
of stock transfers, ren'onciation of v/ills, certificates of organization,

power of attorney papers, and articles of incorporation. Also contains

Docket of Official Bonds, 1899—, entry 58; Foreclosure Records, entry
162; and Sheriffs* and Ivlasters' Certificates of Levy, Sale, and Redemption,

entries 84, 85, Arr, chron. No index, Hdw. 300 p, IZ-g x llg x 2-g,

Cir. elk. «s off., 1st fl.

1. L .1819 , p. 18,20,21; L. 1347 , p. 69; L.1853 , p. 254; L.1867 , p. 148;

L.T^69, p. 2; L.1871-72 , p. 645,646; L. 1875 , p. 144; R.S.1874 ,

p. 834-37; L.1917, p. 652; L.1925, p. 521; L.

1

935-54
, p. 214.
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Recorder - Instruments (74-79)
Recorded

74. GK-J'ITOK-G.ViZITEE lilDSX, 1817—. 24 t. (l not nuinbersd, 1-11,
grantor; 1 not numbered, 1-11, grantee).

General index to deed and 3iortga(-C records, shovanc, nanes of parties,
date of instrument, consideration, legal description of property, date

of recording, and book and page of record, Arr. alph. by naraes of grantor
and grantee, 1817-59, hdv/. ; 1860--, hc.-vv. under pr, hdgs, 600 p.
18 X 12 X 2, Cir. cllc's off., Ist fl.

For special indexes, see entries 87, 88.

75. C0".:YCY;dICE3, 1317-55, 10 v. (..-D, D-H, K).

Recordation of all types of instruments, includin-?; deeds and mortgages,
shovdng names of parties, description of property, consideration, and
dates of execution and recording, Arr. chron. For index, soe entry 74.

Ildv:. 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2, Cir. cl"::. 's off., 1st fl.

For subsequent records, see entries 76, 80,

Deeds (See also entry 72.)

76. DEED IlECOirDS, 1822--. 48 v. (A-C, J-Y, not consecutive;
27-154, not consecutive).

Recordation of all types of deeds not recorded in separate series. Con-

tains Quitclaim Deeds, 1822-67, cntrj- 77; Release Records, lG22-7rj, entry
81; Trust Deeds, 1822-75, 1897— , entry 78; and "warranty Deeds, 1822-91,

entry 79, ^i.rr. chron. For index, see entry 74, 1822-1915, hdv/,

;

1916—, hdv;-. and typed on pr, fn.,, interspersed, 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2,

Cir. ell:. »s off., 1st fl.

For prior records, see entry 75.

77. QUITCLU:: DEED RECORD, 1868—, 7 v, (.., 44, 67, 77, 99, 141, 155),
1322-67 in Deed Records, entry 76,

Recordation of quitclaim deeds, shoising names of grantor and grantee,
legal description of property, consideration, and dates of execution
and filing, Arr. chron. For index, see entry 74, Hdv.'-, on pr. fm. , and
typed on or. fm. , interspersed, 500 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir, cl.':. 's off.,

Ist fl.
'

78. TRUCT DEED RECORDS, 1S75-96. 3 v. (23, 41, 43).
1C22-75, 1897— in Deed Records, entry 76.

Recordation of trust deeds, shovdn^. names of grantor and r,rantce, legal
description of property, terms of deed, consideration, and dates of

execution and recording, Arr. chron. For index, see entry 74, lid-w'.

on pr. fm, 500 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir. clh. 's off., 1st fl.

79. W;jaLU!TY DEED RECORDS, 1892—. 16 v. (65-151, not consecu-
tive). 1822-91 in Deed Records, entry 75,

Recordation of v/arranty deeds, shor.-in?^, laamos of ^rantor and grantee,

legal description of property, consideration, and dates of execution
and recording, Arr, chron. For inde:c, see entry 74, fld\7, and typed
on pr, fm., intorsprrsed, 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2, Cir, cl!:. »s off., 1st fl.
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Recorder - Instruments (80-84)

Recorded

I.ortgages - Real Estate (See

als™ entries " 72 , 109 .

j

80. MORTGAGE RECORD, 1856—. 39 v. (O, P, R, U, Zj 34-152, not

consecutive)

.

Recordation of mortgages, showing instriunent n\imberj dates of execution

and recording, names of mortgagor and mortgagee, consideration, legal

description of property, terras of mortgage, signs-ture of recorder, and

aclcnowledgment. xurr. chron. Indexed alph. by na^ne of mortgagor; for

sep. index, see entry 74. 185S-1932, hdw. and hdv/. on pr. fm., inter-

spersed; 1933— , typed. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.

For prior records, see entry 75«

81. RELEASE RECORDS, 1874—. 2 v. (33, 104). 1822-73 in Deed

Records, entry 73.

Recorded releases shov/'ing names of releasor and releasee, legal descrip-

tion of property, consideration, terr;is of release, ai^.d dates of instru-

ments. Arr. chron. For index, see entry 74. lidw. on pr. fn. 500 p.

18 X 12 X 2. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.

82. REAL ESTATE RECORD, 1922—. 4 v. (l25, 131, 140, 145).

Recordation of foreign m.ortgages and trust deeds on real estate, showing

names of parties, legal description of property, consideration, terms of

instrument, rjiid dates of execution and recording. Arr. cliron. For index,

see entry 74. Typed, and typed on pr. fm., interspersed. 500 p. 18 x 12

X 2. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For prior mortgage records, see entry SO; for prior trust deed rec-

ords, see entries 7o, 78.

Llortgages - C?iattel

83. C:ii*LTTEL MORTGAGE RECORDS, 1867—. 31 v. (a, 37-150, not

consecutive)

.

Record of chattel mortgages, shovxing instrument muiiber, naraes of mortga-

gor and mortgagee, date, amount, description, rate of interest, and

dates duo and recorded. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of mortgagor;

for sop. index, see crtry 74. 1367-1914, hdw. under pr. hdgs.; 1915—,

typed, and typed under pr. hdgs., interspersed. 500 p. 16 x 12 x 2:.^-.

Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Certificates of Levy
and Sale (See also entry 122.)

84. SHERIFF'S CERTIFICATE Si.LE A'^D REDEiiFTIOH, 1846-1910.

2 V. (A, B). 1380— also in kiscellaneous Record, entry 73.

Sheriff's certificates of Icvjr, sale, and redemption, sho^vlng na:r.es of

defendant, sheriff, and purchaser, legal description of property, dates

of sale and redemptiov., consideration, by whom redeemed, amount due, and

amount paid. ;.rr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff. I'dyi. on

pr. fm. GOO p. 16 x 12 x 5. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.
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Recorder - Special (85-SO)
Indexes; Maps ajid Plats

85. I-lH-STLR ' S Cx^RTIFICATE OF SALE AlID REDEIJTIGI' , 1885-1928,
1 V. (l). 1880— also in lliscollai'Leous Record, entry 73»

Master's certificates of sale and redemption, sho-.';ing names of olaintiff,
defendant ejid master, legal description of -property, amount due, date
of sale, by whom purchased, date of redemption, by whom redeemed, and
amount paid. Arr, chron, No index, Kdv/, on pr. fm, 500 p. 16 x 12
X 3, Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

_Ot_her_ Instrunents

86. REGISTER OF BOilDS, 1857--. 4 v, (A-C , l). Title varies:
Tcran Collectors' Bond Record.

Register of bonds of tov.-nsliip collectors, shovring names of collector,
surety, and recorder, name of tovmship, araount, date, and terms of bond,
notary's aclmowledgnent, and dates of filing and n.-cording. Arr. chron.
1857-78, no index; 137C'— , indexed alph. by name of collector. 1857-78,
hdw.; 1071;-1924, h*.T. under pr. hdgs.; 1925—, typed. 260 p. 16 x 13
X 2. Cir. cllc.'s off., 1st fl.

Special Indexes
(See also entry 74.)

57. SECTIOIIAL INDEX (Tract Index), 1318—. 16 v. (l-5, 1818-59;
1-11, 1813—).

Sectional index shovdng names of grantor and grantee, legal description
of property, instri;ment, date, book and page number, and date of filing.
Volumes 1-5, 1818-59, are transcribed into volumes 1-11. Arr. by sec.,
ti.vp., and range, ITdw. under pr. hdgs, 500 p. 15,^- x 11^- x 2-^. Cir,
clk.'s off., 1st fl,

88. li.'DLX TO 1G.il] LuTS , 1329—. 5 v. (1-5).
Index to tovm lots, sho;ving names of tovra and ovmer, lot, block, book
and page number of record, consideration, and date of filing, Arr,
alph. by name of o-,vner. Kdv/. under pr, hdgs, 450 p. 13 j- x 11j x 2-;j-.

Cir. cl]:.'.-3 ofi., 1st fl.

Haps and Plats

89. Ci;URCII, SCHOOL AiiD CELIETERY LAP OF BRaO COUNTY, no date,
1 mar).

Political map of Dro.-Ti County, shovn.ng the locations of churches, schools,
and cemeteries. Printed. 14 x 18, 35 in, to 1 mi, Cir. clk.'s off,,
1st fl,

90. TOYC'SLIPS OF BUCKIiORl;, RIPLEY, LEE, IiT. STERLI.^G, VERSAILLES,
A::D COOPERSTOVtll, no dates. 6 maps.

Political -maps of tCT.usbips , shc/dng their relation to etich other, loca-
tions of bovmdaries, scliools, churches, and roads, 11, Boss, artist.
Printed. 1 in, to 1 ni. Cir. cllc.'s off., 1st fl.





Comity Court (91-95)

91. SCHOOL I.IAP OF COOPERS TO.7i; TOV/IISUP, no date. 1 nap.

Political ip«ap shovfing location of schools in township, and school dis-

trict number. Printed, 18 x 12. 2 in. to 1 mi, Cir. clk.'s off,,

1st fl.

92. TCa'mSElP I.:APS, no date. 4 naps.

Political and communication r.iaps of Elkhorn, Lee, Missouri, and Pea
Ridge tovmships, shondnf, tovmship layout, section, and range, location
of tovms , roads, railroads, schools, and churches. Printed. 12 x 12,

1 in. to 400 ft. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st il.

93. RIPLEY TOvVl'JSLIP, no date. 1 nap.

Political and comnunication map showing ta-.-nship layout, legal descrip-

tion of tovmship, location of towns, roads, railroads, schools, and

churches. Printed. 3x8. 2 in. to 1 ni. Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl,

94. ^'ERSAILLLS TOVfiJSi.IP, no date. 1 nap.

Political and corniiuni cation nap shovri.ng tov/nship layout, section, and
range, location of towns, roads, railroads, schools, and churches.
Printed, 15 x 12fj. 1 in. to 300 ft. Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl,

95. LT. STERLING, ILLINOIS, no date, 1 nap.

Political, connunication, and land tenure nap slio\Ting tovm layout, nanes

of "jropcrty o\^mers , legal description of property, location of streets,

schools, churches, and railroads. Printed. 17 x 14 j, 1 in. to 400 ft,

Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

IV. CCUITTY COUR^

The county court was first established in Illinois by the consti-

tution of 1848 and the legislation of 1049.^ As a Judicial court, it

was adirdnistered by a single judge, elected by the county electorate
for a quadrennial term. The judge vra.s styled the county judge of BroAvn

County and vreis coinnissioned by the governor. His four-year term of ser-

vice has remained in effect from the first legislation until the present
day, 2

The court was given originally the sane civil and crininal juris-

diction as tlie justices of the peace. The county judge vms the conser-

vator of the peace for the county. He vras given the same pov/er and

1, Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 16; L.1849 , p. 52,

2, L.1349 , p. 64; R.S.1874 . p. 339; L.1935 , p. 451,
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County Court (Next entry 96, p. 39)

authority as the circuit court, in preserving order in the covirt and
punishing contempts offered the court while in session,

^

In addition to its civil and criminal powers the coimty court -was

vested vrith all the powers and jurisdiction of the probate court. In
its probate function the court was given concurrent jurisdiction vri. th
the circuit court. 2 in Brovm County the county jud^e has served until
the present day in his ex-offi cio capacity/ as judge of the probate court.

The lav; jurisdiction of the county court in Brovm County, from
1874 to the present, is concurrent with tliat of the circuit court in that
class of cases, first, wherein the justices of the peace have juris-
diction where the value or the amount in controversy does not exceed
one thousand dollars;'^ second, in all cases of appeals from justices
of the peace and police magistrates; third, in all criminal offenses
and misdemeanors where the punisliment is not imprisonment in the peni-
tentiary or death.

4

Appeals from the judgments and decisions of the county court may
be taken to the circuit court, 5 To the appellate court or supreme
court nay be taken and prosecuted appeals and v^rits of error in proceed-
ings for the sale of lands for taxes and special assessments, and in all
common law and attachment cases, and cases of forcible detainer and
forcible entry and detainer. Such appeals and writs of error are, when
not otherv/ise provided, taken and prosecuted in the same I'nanner as ap-

peals and writs of error from the circuit court,

^

The records of the court are kept by the clerk of the county court.

The county clerk is the ex-officio clerk of the covrnty court. In addi-
tion to these statutory records described belovT, the clerk necessarily
maintains others in effecting the court's orders.'

1, L.1849 , p. 64; L.1859 , p. 99; R.S.1S74 , p. 339; L.1953 , p. 451.
2, L.1859 , p. 99,

3, Under the laws of 1872 the jurisdiction was in cases not exceeding
$500. The revised lai,vs of 1374 and subsequent legislation extend-
ed the jurisdiction to cases vrherein the amount involved was not
over sJJlOOO.

4, R.S.1874 , p. 539; L,1S77, p. 77; L.lSSo, p. 448.

5, R.S.1374 , p, 359,
"

6, R.S.1874 , p. 339; L.1877 , p. 77; L,1881 , p. 66,

7, This category'- is obliquely recognized by lav;-; though the fom; v;hich

such records take is generally determined by court order. L.1849 ,

p, 66; R. S.1874, p. 263,
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County Court - Proceed- (96)

inr.c of Coiirt

For the court, the clerk keeps the folloiving records:

1, Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the
court, with alphabetical indexes by parties. Proceedings
are recorded at length only in cases designated by lav/,

or when the court, at the motion and assumption of ex-
pense by one of the parties, so orders. In practice, the

court record has been broken dovm fron an efj.rly date into
segregated types of proceedings aiid judgments,

2, "Plaintiff-Defendant Index to Court Records" and "Defend-
ant-Plaintiff Index to Court Records," Intended to be
separate records, but frequently combined in a single vol-

ume with the two indi-X'-a segregated in each voluiiic,

3, A general docket, in v;hich all suits are entered in the

order they are commenced,

4, A judgment and execution docket, containing a column for

the entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In prac-

tice an execution is frequently set up independently, high-

lighting the information for which the extra column of the

larger record ^vas intended,

5, Additional dockets, designated as the clerk's, judge's,

and bar docket. In practice the bar docket has tended to

drop out of use,
6, A fee book, in v;hich costs and fees are to be entered vmder

the proper title of the cause. In practice separate series

of volumes are maintained under these titles of causes,

7, Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices' courts,

dockets thereof, and transcripts of judgment for liens, etc.,

from justices' courts,

8, Naturalization records, including petitions, proceedings,
final certificates, etc. The county- courts in Illinois prior

to 1906 met the requirement of Federal statutes to exercise
naturalization jurisdiction,-'-

9, Original documents used in court hearings and do teriiiinations;

of particular importance in the large ninnber of cases v/here

complete proceedings are not spread upon court record,''

Proceedings of Court

96, COiniTY COURT CASES, 1872—, 13 f,b.
Original documents in coimty court common law and criminal cases, in-

cluding summonses, subpoenas, instructions to the jury, probation papers,

jury lists, affidavits of witnesses, mittimus, habeas corpus, -/.Tits,

bonds, indictments, and all court orders, Arr, chron. No index,

11 X 4 X 14, Co, clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

1,
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County Court - Prooeedincs (97-104)
of Coui't

97. COUiTTY COURT RECORD, 1072—. 4 v, (1, B-D).

Daily record of proceedings in common law, criminal, and dependent and de-

linquent cases, showdng date of term, names of plaintiff, defendant and
attorneys, cause of action, and orders and decrees of the court. Includes
recognisance and bail bonds, and fine records. Arr. chron. Indexed alph.

by name of plaintiff; for sep. index, see entry 9S, Hd\7, 340 p.

18 X 15 X l-g. Co. elk. 's off., let fl.

98. HiDE;. to court RI^CORDS - PL.II:ITIFF, DEFEKDMTT, 1872— .

2 V, (I, defendant; 1, plaintiff).
Index to county court cases, shovfing names of defendant and plaintiff,
type of action, and book and page of record. Arr, alph, by names of
plaintiff and defendant, lldvj-. under pr. hdgs, 350 p. 18 x 12 x 2.

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

99. DEFAULT RECORD, 1372—, 1 v.

Record of judgments by default in term and vacation, shov/ing date, term
of court, naj.ies of judge, clerk, sheriff, plaintiff, and defendant, kind
of action, amount of judgment, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph, by name of defendant, Ildv/, on pr. fm. 600 p. 16 x 12 x 3,

Co. elk. 's^off., 1st fl.

100. ADOPTIOIIS, 1868—. 1 f.b.

Original papers in connection v;ith adoption cases, showing nam.es of

child and guardian, petition for adoption, and orders of court. Arr. chron.

No index. 10 x 5 x 14. Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

For other adoption records, see entry 69.

101. (IIARR Airo COGNOVIT PAPERS), 1880—. In liscellaneous Files,
entry 70.

Narr and cognovit papers in coranon lav/ cases, shov/ing names of plaintiff,
defendant, and attorneys, kind of action, and plaintiff's statement of
fact or defendant's confession.

102. I1I3A1TE (Petitions and Orders in Insanity Cases), 1066— . 4 f.b.

Documents in insanity cases, including petition for commitment and for

examination of patient, and court order of commitment or release, Arr.

chron, IIo index, 10 x 5 x 15, Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

103. IlISilRITY RECORD, 1894--, 2 v.

Record of insanity findings and orders of county court, shovd.ng names
of patient, jurors and commissioner, date, and name of hospital to v/hich

committed, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of patient, Hdw. on pr.

fm, 210 p, 18 X 13 X 3. Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

For prior records, see entry 131.

104. JUDGMENT RECORD BY COiJFESSION, 1927—, 1 v. (1).

1872-1926 in Judgment Docket, entry 106.

Record of judgments by confession in term time and vacation, shovj^ing term
of court, date, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, and amount
of judgment. Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of defendant. Typed on
pr. fm, 300 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.
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County Court - Doc'-ets (105-109)

Dochets

Court Dochets

105. JUDGE'S DOCKET, 1872—. 4 v, (2 not numbered, 1, 2).
Docl.:et of proceocli:v,s in county court cases, shoainf^ names of attorneys,
plaintiff , and defendant, judjvc's reinarks, court terra, and date. Also
contains Insanity Docket, 1G72-93, entry 108, This docket also servos
as Probate Estate Doc]:Qt, entry 150, shov/ing names of deceased, sureties,
administrator, v/idow and heirs, date of letters, and amounts of bond and
oale bill. Arr. chron, ITo i^idex, ildvj, imdor pr. hdgs. GOO p.
18 ;: 15 x 2. Co, elk, 's off., 1st fl.

lOG, JIJDCIISIT DOCiGZT, 1872—. 2 v. (l, 2).
Docket of Judgments rendered in county court oases, shov/ing names of

attorneys, plaintiff, defendant^ and judre, t^^e of action, date and against
v:hom judgment is entered, costs, and satisfaction, .Also contains Judgment
Record by Confession, 1872-1926, entry 104, Arr. alph. by name of person
against whom judgment is entered. Inde::ed alph. by title of cause*

lldv;. vmder pr. hdgs. 600 p. 10 x 12 :c 4, Co. elk. «3 off., 1st fl.

107. EIECLJTIOi: DOCKET, 1872—. 1 v.

Docket of executions, shovring docket number, nam.es of plaintiff and
defendant, date of execution, amount of damage, costs, fee book and page
number, and dates issued and returned. Arr. alph. by name of person
against whom judgment is entered. Ho index, Hdv;, imder pr. hdgs,
120 p. 18 X 13 X 3. Co. elk, 's off., 1st fl.

108. INSAIIITY DOCKET, 1894—, 1 v. (l),

1872-93 in Judges' Docket, entry 105.

Docket of insanity cases, shovdng names of petitioner, defendant, judge,
and T/itnesses, history of case, dates of entries, and court orders.
Arr. chron. IJo index. Hd-;;. under pr, hdgs, 400 p, 13 x 12 x 2,

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

Justice Docke t

s

109. JUSTICE OF PEACE DOC:i]T, 1875-1907, 1 v, ilissing: 1878-1901,
Subsequent dockets kept in local offices of justices.

Docket of justice of peace court proceedings, shov/ing date, names of
plaintiff, defendant, and justice, type of action, and disposition of
case. Also contains copies of mortgages, shovang names of mortgagor
and mortgagee, date of m.ortgage, terms, and legal description of property,
Arr. chron. ITo index, Hd^v-, under pr, hdgs. Binding poor, 234 p.

18 X 12 X 2, Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.
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Count;'- Covirt - I'co 3qo]:g; (110-114)
Probation; naturalization;
Office Tr-insactions

Fee Boolcs

110. FEE BOOK lATf MD CRIIHIIAL, 1872—. 3 v. (1 not numbered,
1G72-94; 2, 3, 1G34— ).

Record of fees received in coinnon lav;- and criiTiinal cases, shoiving case
number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and sheriff, plaintiff's and de-
fendant's costs, and amount and date received. Arr. chron. 1872-94, no
index; 1884—, indexed alph, by name of defendant, Hdw. on pr, I'm,

400 p. 15 X 12 X 3, Co. elk. 's off., Ist fl.

Pensions

111, MOTIISES' 121) BLIND FEiTSIO!:S, 1913—. 1 f.b.

Petitions for pension relief, shov/ing naroes of petitioner and coimty
clerk, date of application, entr;y of appearance, investigation report,
and date of filing. Arr, chron, IIo index, 11 x 4 x 14, Co, elk. 's

off., 1st fl.

ITatura li zati on
(See also entries 176, 177. )

112. IwlTUPALIZATIOil FJilCORD, 1676-1300. 2 v. (1 not numbered, o).
1901— in United States District Court, Springfield, Illinois.

Record of final certificates of naturalization, also petitions, filial

oaths, and certificates of naturalization of ninors, shovon^ date of
petition, names of judge, alien, and minor, nativity, years lived in the
United States and Illinois, renunciation of foreign allegiance, date of
final oath of alien and attestation of clerk, and date and nuirber of final
certificate, Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of alien. Ildv.'. on pr.

fm. 300 p, 18 X 13 X 2, Co. oik. 's off., 1st fl.

113. HATUIA-LIZATIOi: RZCOl'iD DECLilKATION, 1379-97, 1 v.

1898— in United States District Court, Springfield, Illir.ois.

Record of declaration of intention, shoi.dng name of alien, address,
nativity, oath of intention, date, and names of v/itnesses, .".rr, chj'on.

Indexed alph. by name of petitioner. Mdv:. on pr, fm, 288 p, 18 x 13 x 2.

Co. elk. 's oi"f., 1st fl.

Office Transactions

114, v;iti:es3 affidavits, ises— , 4 v.

Register of vmrrants issued for services of vri.tnesses, shov.ang number
of days in court, dates, miles traveled, nr.nes and addresses of vri-tnesses,

and fees paid. Arr. cliron, I.'o index, Hdv/, on pr, fi.i. 275 p,
14 X 8o-x''3. Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

For other records of witness affida-vits, see entry 69.
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Probate Court (115)

115, ATTORilEYS' RLCLIPT FOR TOPERS, 1925—. 1 v.

Receipt booir of county clork for legal papers renoved fron his files, show-
inr, nuir.ber and title of cause, dates received and returned, and signature
of recipient. Arr. chron. llo index, Kdw, itnder jr. lidgs, 159 p.
18 X 12 X 1. Co. cll'.'s off,, 1st fl.

V. PROBATE COURT

Probate courts V.c.vc original jurisdiction in all np.tters of probate,
tlie settlement of estates of deceased persons, the appointment of guard- '

ians and conservators and settlement of their accomits; matters relating
to apvirentices; proceedings by executors, adrrdnistrators, guardians, and
conservators for sale of real estate; proceedings for tlie collection of
taxes.

1

From the tirie of the first general assembly, there has been little
change in probate jurisdiction. In 1319, the assembly first gave juris-
diction to the county compiissi oners ' court. In 1021 independent probate
courts u'ere established. 2 The newly created courts of probate 7;ere com-
posed of a "judge of probate", elected by the general assembly. ^ In 1S39,
when Brown County was formed, "the judges of probate" -.vere succeeded by
"probate justices of the peace," A probate justice was elected in each
county by the countj'- electorate for a quadrennial term, as of 1339.

4

Finallj^, less than a decade later, the second constitution transferred to
the newly created county court all probate jurisdiction, and subsequent
legislation required it to hold special terms for such matters. 5 Brown
County court has retained probate jurisdiction from its creation until
the present day.

The early probate judges and justices 7;ere required to perform the
ministerial functions of the probate clerk. t> Follov>ring the organization
of the covinty court in 1S4C, the county clerk has served as ex- officio
clerk of the probate court.

1. Constitution of 1670, Art, VI, sec, 20; R.S.1874 , o, 359,340; L,1877,
p, 80,

2. ii.il:M» P' 224; L.J321, p. 119.
•-'• Iiilli^d, p. 119; the manner of election of all judges of inferior

courts, hov.'ever, had been designated by the Constitution of 1313,
Art, IV, sec. 4,
'.L.1337 , p. 176,

5, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 16,13; L.1849, p. 64,65;
R.S.1874 , p. S 39, 540.

6. L.1021 , p. 120; R.L.1837 . p, 429,

A
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Probate Court - Proceed- (116, 117)

ings of Court

The najor records of probate courts are:

1, Journal of all judicial proceedings and determinations

of the jud^e,

2. A judgment docket vdth direct and indirect index, former

by name of claimant against estate, latter by estate.

In pi-actice the requirement of two indexes often leads to

two dockets

.

5, Eoolrs for recordation of bonds and letters of administrators,

executors, and guardians; appraisements and sale bills;

v.ddovvs' relinquisl-iment and selection of property; wills and

the probate thereof; annual and final reports of adminis-

trators, executors, and guardians. Generally each category

of these probate business matters is recorded separately,

but the segregation is not al\7ays carefully m.aintained.

4, Separate dockets of unsettled estates a:id claims against

estates, and a ledger of the accounts of executors, admin-

ir-.trutors, and guardi?:ns. Note that the docketcof probate

business matters are separated from dockets of court

proceedings, just as are tli.e books of recordation of the

two categories; the intention of the law to m^ke this

distinction is further s]io\'m in its granting the clerk,

during vacation of the court, power to receive petitions,

accept bonds, grant letters testanentarj--, etc,

5. Files of original docviments not subject to recordation;

indexes of such; records of office transactions in

pursuance of the court's orders to the clerk necessar^r

in the latter 's settlement with tliat body.l

Proceedings of Court

116. (PROBATE FILES), 1859--. 131 f,b. (1-151),

Original docmnents in the settlement of estates, including petitions

for appointraents , bonds and letters of appointees, claims against

estates, adjust:nents, deeds to property involved in probate proceed-

ings, and all other estate iriatters, Arr, citron, 11 x 4 x 14, Co,

clk.'s off., Ist fl,

117. IIjDEX to files, 193S— . 1 v.

Index to probate files, shov/ing name of estate, title of cause, and

file box number, Arr, alph. by name of estate. Hdw. under pr. hdgs,

Binding poor. 600 p. 13 x 12^ x 2, Co, clk.'s off., 1st fl.

1. L.1S21, p, 110; Ii.Sa82.9_, ?, 215,231; R.S^lQol, p. 429; R,S_.2S_4_5,

p. 427,428; 1^1651, p. 135; L,_l?_-1' P» "2-94; R.S.1874, p. 260-65;

L.1S77 , p. C5; 17,1933, p. 293.
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Probate Court - Probate (118-124)
Business

118. PR03ATE RECORD, 1839—. 28 v. (l, 4-30).
Record of probate cases in county court, shcvinsj tern of court, names
of estate, plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, kind of action, proceed-
ings and orders of court. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of estate.
Hdw. on pr. fn. 600 p. 16 x 1? x 3. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

119. PR05ATI: JCURiTAL, 18o9--. 23 v. (--31).

Daily record of probate court proceedinr::s , sho'-'ing date, names of estate,
judge, and attorneys, cause of action, court orders, and decrees. Arr.
chron. 1869-90, indexed alph. by name of estate; 1391— , no index.

1869-191B, hdvf,; 1919--, typed. 593 p. 13 x 13 x 3, Co. clk.'s off.,
1st fl.

120. PR02ATI JUDairNT RECORD 0? CLAIMS, 1835—.
3 V. (9, 10, 1 not numbered).

Record of claims ar^r.inst est&tes in probate, shovrin^T names of estate
and claimant, nature of claim, ano^ont claimed, date, and amount allowed.
Arr. chron, V. 9, 10, 1386-99, indexed alph, by name of estate; 1 v.

not numbered, 1900— , no inrex. Hdw. on pr. fm. 318 p. 18 x 13 x 2.

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

121. nrriERITAIICE TAX RECORD, 1910—. 1 v.

Record of inheritance tax proceedinjTs, sho'^ing names of estate, heirs,
appraiser, jud.^e , and clerk, appraiser's estimate of vc-lue of estate,
rate and tax set, court orders, date, and inheritar.ce tax receipts.
Arr. chron. Indexed al":h, by name of estate. Hdw. 260 p. 18 x 12 x 2.

Co. elk. 's off. , 1st fl.

122. MISCELLAi-ISOUS RECORD (Probate Files), 1392—. 1 f.b.
Miscellaneous papers of the probate and county clerk, Including petitions
for letters of administn'tion, administrators' bonds, certificates of
levy, r-.nd claims against estate. Also contains Contracts and Contractors'
Bonds, entry 10. Arr. chron. No index. 10 x 5 x 15. Go. clk.'s off.,
1st fl.

123. J. B. GLASS ASSIGMENT, 1856--. 1 f.b.
Affidavits of claims against the J. 3. Glass estate, insolvent, showing
names of claimant and estate, ni-ture and amount of claim, and date
fil.d. Arr. chron. No in.^ex. 10 x 5 x 15. Co. ell'. 's off., lot fl.

Prob: te Business

ffills, Bonds and Letters (See
also entry 162.

)

124. RECORD OF WILLS, 1869--. 6 v. (3-G).

Copies of wills with petitions for record, proof of death End vill,
with oath of executor, showing names of deceased, heirs, and executor-,

description and value of property, notes an"^. annuities, and dates and
terns of will. Arr. chron. Indexed alroh. by name of deceased.
1369-1S17, hd". on pr. fn. ; 1913—, tjTDsd. 250 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Co.

elk. 'g off. , Ist f 1,
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Probate Court - Probate (125-131)
Business

12 5. '.TILLS, 13=3. 1 f.c.

Wills filed for probate in cointy court, sr.owLr.^ nar:es of deceased and
heirs, list of property and value, date filed, date of will, and aniount

willed to each heir, Arr, ohron. I'.o index, 10 x 5 x 15. Co. elk. 's

off., 1st fl,

126. ABLn:::is::LL:::^» 5:::ds ^:i: lziizpis, is^t—. 5 v. (c-h).

Copies of petitions for appointrent of adrinistrator, including oaths,

bonds, and letters of administration, shov.-in^ nanes of petitioner, estate,

principal, and s'jreties, dates of petition, bond, and letters, amount and
terr.s of bond, and signature of oierh. J.rr, chron. Indexed alph. "oy

nar.e of adrinistrator, Hdv.-. on pr, fr., 290 p. 18 x 13 x 3. Co, ell:. 's

off. , ist f1.

12 7. i:XECU?ORS« RECORD, 1869—. 5 v, (3-F).
Record of petitions for appointr^er.t of executor and appraisers of estates,
including executor's bond, oath, and letters testamentary, showing naiaes

of executor, petitioner, appraiser, estate, and bondsmen, dates of peti-
tion, bond, letters, and appraisement, terms and amo'ont of bond, and
signat^ore of clerk, Arr, ch-ron. Indexed alph. by nam.e of executor.
1869-1954, hd-.v. on pr. fn, ; 1935— , typed on pr. fn. 250 p, IS x 15 x 5.

Co. elk, »s off., 1st fl.

128. C-"J.=Ja)MlIS » RECORD, 1858—, 5 v, (A-E),

Record of petitions for appointment of guardian of minor, and guardian's
bond and letters, shovring nasies of m.inor, guardian, petitioner, and bonds-
men, date and amount of bond, and orders of coiirt. Also contains Report
Record (Estate of Deceased), 1904~, entry 144, Arr. ohron. Indexed
alph, by r^.r.e of minor, EdT^-, on pr, fn, 300 p, 16 x 15 x 5, Co, elk, *s

off,, 1st fl.

129, GUARDIAI^S' (Bonds and Letters), 1541—. So f.b.

Original papers in the appointment of g'oardians, including petitions, oaths,
bonds, letters of appointm.ent, and orders of discharge, Arr. chron. For
index, see entry 117, 1541-1902, hdw. on rr. fm.. ; 1903—, hdw, and typed
on pr, fr* 11 x 4 x 14. Co, elk. 's off. ,"lso fl.

130. COJISERVATGRS' PJiCORD, 1905—, 2 v. (D, E).

1874— also in Insane and Conservators' Record, entry ISl.

Transcripts of petitions for appointr,ent of conservator, oaths, bonds, and
letters of appointment, sb-OTilng names of estate, petitioner, conservator, and
bonds2r>en, dates of letters, bond, and petition, terms and amount of bond, and
orders of court. Arr. ohron. Indexed alph, by name of conservator, Hdw,
on pr, fm., 100 p. IS x 13 x 3. Co. oik. »s off., 1st fl,

131, IirS-^S .-Z.m CCZISERVATCRS' RZCCPi), 1874—, 2 T,

(A, 1574-1909; A, 1910—),
Transcripts of petitions for appointm.ent of conservator, including oaths,
bonds, and letters of appointm.ent, sh«'v.'ing names of conservr,tor, incom-
petent, petitioner, and bondsman, amount and teinns of bond, orders of
court, and dates of all instruments; also contains reports of findings
of insardty comrdssion prior to 1894, Conservators' Record also kept
separately subsequent to 1904, entry 130, Arr, chjron. Indexed alph.
by name of defendant, Hdv;-, on pr, fm, 130 p. 18 x 13 x 2, Co. elk, 's

off,, 1st fl,
^
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Probate Court - Probate (132-138)
Bucinoss

132, COlISERWiTOr^i, > (Bocuiaents), 1890--. 5 f.b.

Ori^iiial pa^Ksrs in appointr.eiit of conservators, including petitions, oaths,

bonds, and letters; also conservators' reports and orders of discharge,
Arr, chron. I!o index, 10 x 5 x 15, Co. ell:. 's off,, 1st fl,

155, iiOirD RECORD (Sale of Real Estate), 1395—, 1 v. (A).

Transcript of adninictrators ' bonds for sale of real estate, shovrinj- names
of estate, adinlnistrator, and sureties, date of term, amoimt, date, and terms

of bond, certified stater.ient, and sirnaturs of cou:ity judge, Arr, chron.

Indexed alnh. by name of estate, Hd\r, on pr. fm, 316 p. 18 zz 13 x 3,

Co. cl;:. «s'off., 1st fl.

134, I:ISCELL/.!?HOUS PROBATx] RECORD, 1880—, 2 v, (A, B),

Copies of petitions, bonds, and letters of ad}.Tinistration v.dtli v.-ill annexed,
appointment of appraisers, letters, bonds, and petitions for appointment of

administrators de bonis non, and petition for additional bond and adminis-
trator's bond to collect, shov/in>j; names of estate, appraisers, and adminis-
trator, dates of v.dlls, letters, bonds, petitions and appointm.ents, and
amount and terms of bond, Arr, cliron. Indexed alph. by name of estate,
Edw. on pr, fm., 194 p. 13 x 13 x 3. Co. clI:. *s off.. Is': fl.

Inventories and
AppraisJi.-jents

135, nrv'E.rTORY PJ^CORD, 1370--. 8 v, (S-l),

Inventory of estates in probate, shovring date, names of estate and appraiser,
description of real amd chattel property, statement of notes, accounts, value

and soundness, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of estate, Ildv,'. on pr.

fm, 290 p. 16 :; 15 x 5, Co, ell:. 's off., 1st fl,

136, APPFAISEIi-lTT PJCCOKD, 1371—, 7 v, (B-H),
Statements of adrdnistrator of estates in probate, v.lth Tra,rrant to appraiser,
appraiser's estimate, bill and oath, shovdng names of deceased, heirs, ap-
praiser, and adi.dnistrator, description- and vr.lue of property, and date,

Arr, chron. Indexed c-lph, by name of estate, Hd\Y. on pr, fin, 230 p,

18 X IS X 3, Co, clL-. 's off., 1st fl,

157, COPARTITERSEIP ISVEKTORY APPRAISAL RECORD, 1875—, 2 v, (A, B),

Record of inventories of copartnership property of estates in probate, shov^-

ing description of real estate, chattel property, list of notes and accounts,
value, name of estate, and date, Arr. chron. Indexed alnh. by nar.ie of

estate, Hdv;, on pr, fm, 428 p, IC x 13 x 3, Co, elk. 's off., 1st fl.

138, GiailDIAIIS » I!IVEI;T0RY RECOPJ), 1379—, 2 v. (1, 2).
Record of inventory of estates of minor heirs in probate, shovfin^ descriptior
of real and personal property, value, probable rental, annuities and credits,
by vrhom owed, and amount of interest, Arr, c'nron. Indexed alph, by name
of guardian, Hdv,-, en pr, fm. 123 p, 13 x 13 x r|-, Co, ell:, 's off., 1st fl.
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Probato Court - l^obate (139-1'?':4)

Business

YfidoiTC • Ro linqui fjhment
and o'eTcction

159. V[IDO\jB» r:ELIHQTJISTlIiE.IT 'JID SELECTIOil, 18^3—. 2 v. (A, B).

I-^ti'hions Tor appro.iseinont of estate in probate, and copios of -wido-ivs'

relinquishments and selootions, shov/ing names of estate, petitioner, apprais

and vri.doTJ', itemized statement of real and chattel property, notes and accoun

value, itemized statement of property selected by rridovj-, and date. Arr,

ohron. Indexed alph, by name of estate, Ildw, on pr. f:n. 584 p., 230 p.;
13 x 15 X Z, 15 X 12 X 1. Co. elk, «s off., 1st fl.

Petitions, Decrees,
Reports of ;'^le

140, SALS OF ROJ\.L ESTATE, 1876—, 4 v. (C, 1-3),

Petitions to and orders of the probate court to sell real estate to pay debt

of estates in probate, shovdng l^ames of estate, petitioner, and purchaser,

list of realty sold, amount paid, and a statement of true bill by adminis-
trator or exeoutor, Arr. chron. Ind^oxed alph. by name of estate. Hdvj".

on pr. fj-:!, 525 p. 18 x 13 x 2, Co. elk. 's off,, 1st fl.

141, PU'i3LIC SALE hECORD, 1869—, 3 v, (3-D),

Copies of salo bills of personal property of estates, petitions to sell per-

sonal property, and inventory of property, shovring names of estate and

petitioner, date of petition, itemized statement of real and chattel proporl:

value, date of salo, to v/hom sold, and amount received, Arr. chron. Indexe

alph. by name of estate, lidw, on pr. fm, 230 p, 18 x 13 x 3, Co, elk. »s

off. , lot f1.

142, ffilVATE SALE IIECOIID (Personal Property), 1092--. 3 v. (l-o).

Record of petitions aiad court orders to sell personal property at private

sale, shov/inj^ names of estate and petitioner, date of petition and sale,

list of articles sold, to -whom sold, and date and amoiuit received. Arr,

chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate, Hdv:, on pr. fm, 2 90 p,

18 X 13 X 5, Co. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

Ileports, Current and
Final Accounts

143, ESTATE LEDGER, 1859—, 7 v, (A-C, Q-F),

Ledger of accounts of administrators, shovdng date of death, location of

letters, names of estate, executor, vridow, heirs, administrator, and suretie

am.oimt of bond, inventory of property, notes and accounts, and record of

claim.s allovred, Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate. Hdw. under

pr. hdcs, 269 p. 18 x 13 x 3, Co. elk. «s off., Isr, fl.

144, REPORT PJ3C0RD (Estate of Deceased), 1884-1903, 1 v, 1904— in

Guardian's Record, entry 128.

Reports of decedents' estates, shcvj-in:; names of deoeasod and 3uardian, item-

ized receipts and disbursements, term date, amount and froin :\hom received,

amount and to v;-hom paid, balance on hand, and balance due court, Arr. chror

Indexed alph, by name of deceased, Hdw. on pr, fm, 300 p, 15 x 12 x S-^-.

Co, elk, »s off., 1st fl.
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Probate Court - Dockets; (145-152)
Fee Books

145. CONSERVATOxRS » REPORTS, 1927--. 1 f.b.
Conservators' statements showing names of estate and conservator, dates of
appointment and report, list of property and value, money on hand, and
amounts received and paid. Arr. chron. IIo index. Kdw. and hdv/. on pr

.

fm., interspersed. 10 x 5 x 15. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Dockets

Court Proceedings

146. PROBATE DOCI'IET, 188 6—. 2 v. (1, 2).
Probate court docket shov;ing name of esta.te, nature of case, date, and order
of court. Arr. chron. llo index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 290 p. 18 x 13 x 3.

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

147. PROBATE JUDGT.rSNT DOCKET, 1850--. 8 v. (a-H).
DDcket of Judgments entered in probate court cases, showing cl:iim number, de

filed, names of claimant and estate, nature of claim, amount, memorandum as

summons and notices, and judgment of court. Arr. alph. by name of person
against whom judgment is entered. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 320 p. 18 x 13 x 2?

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

148. IKDEZ TO JUDGIiEHT DOCKET, 1850--. 3 v. (a-C).
Index to Probate Judgment Docket, shovdng names of claimants and estates,
docket and page number. Arr. alph. by names of plaintiff and defendant. He

under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 13 x 13 x 2. Co. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.

Probate Business

149. GUARDIANS' ESTATE DOCKET, 1883— , 1 v. (l).

Guardians' docket of estate matters, showing names of ward, guardian, and
estate, date of letters and inventory, inventory of property, amount receive

and paid, and remarks. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of guardian. Hdv

under pr. hdgs. 215 p. 15 x 12 x 3. Co. clk.'s off., 1st f1

.

150. PROBATE ESTATE DOCKET, 1859-71. 1 v. 1872— in Jud-es Docket,
entry 105.

Docket of proceedings on estates in probate, shov;-ing names of deceased,

sureties, administrator, vddow, and heirs, date of letters, amount of bond,

date inventory and sale bill filed, amount of sale, and remarks. Arr. chror

Indexed alph. by name of estate. Hdw. under pr . hdgs. 289 p. 18 x 13 x 2.

Co. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

Fee Books

151. PROBATE FEE BOOK, 1837— . 6 v. (1, 2, 4-7).

Probate fee book shovdng names of deceased, administrator or executor, item-

ized statement of clerk's costs, fees, court costs, and dates. Arr. chron.

No index. Hdv/. under pr. hdgs. 425 p. 15 x 12 x 5. Co. clk.'s off., 1st i

152. GUARDIANS' AND COHSERVATORS • FEE BOOK, 1909--. 2 v. (1, 2).

Ledger of guardians' and conservators' fees, shov/ing date, items of cost,

total earned, total for year, date of receipts, and reports to county court.
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(Next entry 155, p. 52)

VI, CIRCUIT COURT

The circuit court has original jurisdiction of all causes of law
and equity, and acts as a court of appeal in probate ratters and causes
cognizable by the county court and justices of the peace. In addition,
it is one of the courts capable, according to Federal statutes, of having
naturalization jurisdiction.''

Originally, the circuit courts in Illinois were held in the several
counties respectively by the chief justice and associate justices of

the supreme court. In accordance mth the constitution of 1618, the

general asserably by law prescribed the mamae;^ and terns of the circuit
court in Brovm. and each county of the stats. ^ The second constitution
greatly changed this Judicial arrangement. It divided the state into
nine judicial districts, in each of v.'hich a circuit judge vra,s elected
by the voters thereof. The constitution of 1870 altered the circuit
districts and established population requirements for counties that tr-.y

comprise a circuit.

Thus, in Brovm Comity the circuit courts vrere held by a justice of

the supreme court from its formation in 1339 until 1848. From the latter
date until the present the circuit judge has been an elected officer of

the judicial district electorate of v;hich Brovm County is a part.

The cleric of the circuit court vra.s first appointed by the circuit
court in Brovm County.^ He \ie.s required to keep, and preserve complete
records of all proceedings and determinations of the court of ivhich ho

v/as cleric.

The constitution of 1848 made the cleric of the circuit court an
elected officer of the county electorate v;ith a four-year terra.

1. Constitution of 1370, Art. VI, sec. 12.

2. U.S.S.1302 , p. 153; U.S .R.S .1874 , p. 378; U.S. S. 1906 , p. 596;

U.S.3.191T, p. 737; U.S. 3.1926 , p. 709.

3. Constitution of 1318, Art. IV, sec. 4; R.L.1829 j R.L.1G53 , p. 151;

R.S. 1845 , p. 143.

4. Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec. 7.

5. R.L.1529 and R.L.1833, p. 152; R.S. 1845, p. 145,147.
6. TEIT.
7. Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec. 29; Constitution of 1870, Art.. X,

sec. 8.
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Circuit Court (Next entry 153, p. 52)

In effecting the court's orders, the clerk necessarily maintains
non-statutory records in addition to the following v/hich he keeps for
the court:

1, Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the
court, with alphabetical indexes by parties. Proceedings
are recorded at length only in cases designated by law, or
when the court, at the motion and assvmption of expense by
one of the parties, so orders. In practice, the court
record has been broken down from an early date into segre-
gated types of proceedings and judgments,

2, "Plaintiff-Defendant Index to Court Records" and "Defendant-
Plaintiff Index to Court Records." Intended to be separate
records, but frequently combined in a single volume -, ith
the two indexes segregated in each volume.

3, A general docket, in which all suits are entered in the
order they are commenced,

4, A judgment and execution docket, containing a column for
the entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In practice
an execution is frequently set up independently, highlight-
ing the information for which the extra column of the
larger record was intended.

5, Additional dockets, designated as the clerk's, judge's, and
bar docket. In practice the bar docket has tended to drop
out of use,

6, A fee book in which costs and fees are to be enter :;d under
the proper title of the case. In practice, separate series
of volumes are maintained under such titles of causes,

7, Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices' courts
and foreign courts, dockets thereof, and transcripts of
judgments for liens, etc., from the former,

8, Naturalization proceedings, from petitions to final certifi-
cates. Federal statutes allow circuit court to exercise
jurisdiction.

9, Reports to the court from its designated masters in chancery,
the state's attorney, and the coroner's inquest juries.

10. Jury venires, summonses, certificates, etc,

11, Original documents used in court hearings and determinations.
These documents are of particular importance because in a

large number of cases the complete proceedings are not spread
upon the court record, '

1. R.S.1845 , p. 57,323-26,414,418,419,518; L.1865 . p. 79,80; L. 1871-72 .

p. 325; R.S.1874 , p. 262,263,285-87,339; L.1877 , p. 77; L.1895 ,

p. 206,210,211,217; L.1933 , p, 378-80; U.S.S.1802 . p, 153-55;
U.S. R.S.1874 . p, 378-80; U.S.S.i: 06, p. 597-607; U.S.S.1926 ,

p, 709,710; U.S. S. 1929 , p, 154,155.
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Circuit Court - (153-158)
Proceedings of Court

Proceedings of Court

153. IITDEX TO COURT RECORDS, PUIl^'TIFF-DEFrnD-UIT, 1857—.
4 V. (1 not lettered, B, plaintiff; 1 not lettered, B,

defendant).
Index to coimiion lav;- and chancery records and files, and criminal files
prior to 1873, shovdnt; case number, na:nes of plaintiff and defendant,
kind of action, dates conimenoed and disposed of, satisfaction, amount,
and date of Judgment, book and page niunber of record, and fee book and
page numbers, Arr, r.lph, by names of plaintiff and defendant, Kdiv, vmder
pr, hdgs. 550 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Cir. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

154. COIC'iON UJ'!, 1857--. 72 f.b.

File of documents in common law oases, including summonses, subpoenas,
affidavits of v/itnesses, court orders, defendants' ansvrors, ivrits of
habeas corpus, instructions to jury, stipulations, pleas, replications,
motions for now trial, proof defendants refused instructions, chal-
lenges to the array of jurors, verdicts, praecipe for record, and venire
for jurors, Arr, by document nos,, 1-6082, 1837-56, no index; for

index, 1357--, see entry 153. ia| x 5 x 14, Cir, elk. »s off., 1st
fl.

155. C013.I0N LAiT RECORDG (Circuit Court), 1840—, 11 v. (1-11).
Record of coKimon law cases, shovdng execution and case number, term of
court, nature of case, proceedings of court, names of judge, plaintiff,
defendant, and attorneys, date, amount of judgm.ent, attorneys' fees, and
jury lists, Arr. chron, 1840-56, no index; for index, 1857—, see
entry 153, 1840-70, hdw. j 1871-1935, hdw, on pr. fm. ; 1956—, typed
on pr. fm, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3, Cir. elk, 's off., 1st fl.

156. CMIICSRY, 1840—, 93 f.b.

Summonses, citations, petitions, affidavits, subpoenas, orders, defend-
ants' ansvrers, writs of habeas corpus, bills for divorce, suits, final
orders of reversal, instructions to jury, stipulations, and additional
counts and declarations, sho^^d.ng date, case number, names of plaintiff
and defendant, nature of case, and court orders. Arr, by docvunent nos.,
1-3045. 1840-56, no index; for index, 1857—, see entry 153.

lOh X 5 X 14. Cir. elk, 's off,, 1st fl,

157. CILAiTCERY PJSCORD, 1840—, 20 v. (1-20),
Record of chancery cases in circuit court, shoiving names of plaintiff,
defendant, judge, attorneys, and clerk, natm'e of action, proceedings
of court, date, cause of action, master in chancer^'- reports, and jury
lists. Arr, chron. 1840-56, no index; for index, 1857—, see entry 153,

1840-1920, hdw, J 1921—, typed. 500 p. 18 x 12 x 5, Cir. elk. «s off.,

1st fl.

158. PEOPLES IIIDE}[ (General Index of Records and Files of

Circuit Court), 1873—. 1 v.

Index to criminal records and files of circuit court, shovd-ng names of

plaintiff and defendant, case, docket, execution, book and page, and
file numbers, and remarks, Arr. alph. by name of plaintiff, Kdw. under
pr, hdgs, 250 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir, elk. 's off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Transcripts (159-165)

159. GRILIBJAL, 1840—. 29 f.b.

Files of criminal cases, including warrants for arrest, complaints before

justices, bail records, indictments, instructions to petit jury, petit
jury verdicts, and all orders of court. ±. owing names of parties, nature

of charge, case number, and dates. Arr. by docuinent nos., 1-1770,

Arr, cliron, 184-0-56, no index; for index, 1857-72, see entry 153; for

index, 1873—, see entry 158, 10J5- :•: 5 x 14. Cir. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

160. CRIIiIIIAL RlilCORD, 1873—. 4 t, (1 not numbered, 2-4).

Record of criminal cases, shovd.ng names of plaintiff, defendant, clerk,

judge, and attorneys, date, case ni.unber, cause for action, indictment,

and court orders. Includes probation reports, state's attorney's reports,

and jury lists. Arr. chron. For index, see entry 158. 1873-87, hdw.

;

1888-1915, hdv;. on pr. fra. ; 1916—, typed on pr. fm. 300 p. IS-g- x 11-g- x 2-|,

Cir. elk. «3 off., 1st fl.

161. RECORD OF DEFA'ULT, 1859—. 1 v.

Record of defaulted notes, sho\^^ing names of plaintiff, defendant, judge,

clerk, and sheriff, nature of charge or complaint, and date and amount
of note. Arr. chron, IIo index. IldT;. under pr. hdgs, 600 p. 16 x 12x 3.

Cir. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

162. FORECLOSUPJi; IJilCORDS, 1830—. In Iliscellaneous Records, entry 73.

Record of proceedings in foreclosure on property, including affidavits

of \'d.tnesses, leases, agreements, contracts, master's reports of sale

and distribution, certificates of publication, assignment of judgments,

copies of mils, bonds, and letters testamentary used as evidence,

oertifioates of mailing notices to non-residents, and court decrees of

frreolosure.

163. EXECUTIONS, 1840—. 15 f.'b.

Executions on judgments, shovdng names of plaintiff and defendant,

executions on debts, amount, date of judgment, date and number of exe-
cution, and by whom served. Arr. by document no. No index.

10| X 5 X 14. Cir, elk. «s eff., 1st fl.

164. COtlPLETE RECORD, 1837-70, 1 v. Discontinued,
Complete record of common lavir, criminal, and chancery cases, showing names
of plaintiff and defendant, judges, jurors, and attorneys, action, date,

minutes of case, and final disposition, Arr. chron. No index, Hdw.
450 p, 16 X 12 X 2, Cir, ell:, «s off., 1st fl.

Transcripts

165, RECORD (Transcript from Justice of Peace), 1845—.
5 V. (A-D, 1845--; 1 not lettered 1847-75),

Transcripts from records of the justice of peace court proceedings, show^-

ing date, nature of charge, names of plaintiff, defendant, and justice
of peace, and final disposition of case, Arr. chron. No index. Hdw.
450 p. 15 X 12 X 2, Cir, elk. 's off., 1st fl.
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Circui-b Court - (166-172)
Dockets J Fee Books

Dockets

166. JUDGE'S DOCiffiT, 1844—. 23 v. Title varies: Court Docket,.
Docket of civil, criminal, and coinirion law cases, showing names of plain-
tiff, defendant, attorneys, and judge, date, case number, action, and
docket entries, Arr, chron. No index, Hdv;, under pr, hdgs, 350 p,
16 X 12 X 2, Cir. clI:. «s off., 1st fl.

167. CLERK'S DOCiET, 1861-98, 9 v. Discontinued.
Clerk's docket of cases in circuit court, shovrijig names of plaintiff,
defendant, attorneys, judge, and clerk, type of action, proceedings of

case, orders of court, and dates. Arr. chron, ITo index, Edv,-. under pr,

hdgs, 150 p. 18 X 12 x 1, Cir. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

168. BAR D0CL3T, 1348-80, 6 v. Discontinued.
Doc]:et of cases in circuit court, shordng names of plaintiff, defendant,
and attorneys, and date and cause of action, Arr. chron. Ho index.
1848-52, hdw, J 1853-80, hdv;-, under pr. hdgs. 150 p. 16 x 10 x 1, Cir.
ell:, 's off., 1st fl.

169. JIE)GLiE::T DOCICET, 1840—, 6 v. (1-6).
Docket of judgments by confession and default, shovdng names of plain-
tiff and defendant, date, amount of debt or damages, action taken, and book
emd page of record. Arr, alph, by name of person against v/hom jud);;ment is

entered. No index. 1840-73, hdw, j 1879—, hdv/. on pr, fm. Binding poor.
300 p, 16 X 12 X 2, Cir, elk. 's off., 1st fl.

170. EXECUTION DOCIST, 1840—. 5 v, (1-5).
Docket of executions entered, shovri.ng names of plaintiff, defendant, and
sheriff, date, number, amount of judgment, costs, and remarks, Arr,
alph, by name of person against v4iom judgment is entered. No index.
1840-56, hdvf. ; 1857—, hdxr, on pr. i^., 450 p, 18 x 12 x 2-^, Cir. elk, ''s

off., 1st fl.

171. DOCICET OF IECHjINIC'S LIENS, 1887—, 1 v, (A),

Docket of mechanic's liens, shovdng lien number, date, names of persons
by v;hom and against v/aom lien is filed, legal description of property
charged ivith lien, riature and amount of claim and fees, satisfaction,
and remarks, Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of defendant, Hdv/, on
pr. fm, 300 p, 18 x 12 x 3, Cir. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

Pee Books

172. FEE BOOK, 1841—, 25 v, (1-25),
Book of fees, shovdng naraes of plaintiff, defendant, and v.-itnesses,

amount of costs in suit, items of fees, and date paid, Arr. chron,
1841-56, no index; for index, 1357--, see entry 153, Hdiv, under pr,

hdgs, 375 p, 13-1 X ll-g- x 2-3-, Cir. cl?:. «s off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - licports to the (173-178)
Court; Bonds; Naturalization;
Receipts and Lbcpenditures

Reports to the Court

173. RECORD OF IliQUISITIOlI, 1886—. 2 f.b.

Coroner's inquisition papers, showing names of deceased and coroner, proceed
inf;s Ox trial, verdict of jury, date and place of inquost, and filing
date, Arr, chron. llo index, 11 x 4 ;c 14, 10 x 5 x 13. Gir. cllc. 's

off., 1st fl.

Bonds

174. RECOGIIIZAITCE RECORD, 16S8— . 1 v, (A).

Copies of reoognizancG and bail bonds, shomng names of defendant, bond-
sman, judge, clerk, state's attorney, and sheriff, nature of charge,

amoujit and date of bond, and date and place of appearance, Arr, cliron»-

ilo index, Hdvf, on pr. fm, 450 p. 16 x 12 x 2, Cir. elk. »s off,, 1st fl.

175, BOND REGISTER, 1922—, 1 v, (l).

Register of official bonds and court bonds, including replevin, partition,
probation, and povrer of attorney, shovdng names of principal, sureties,
and recorder, date, amount, and terms of bond, and dates of expiration
and recording, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of principal. Typed,

500 p, 18 X 12 X 2-|-. Cir, oik. »s off,," 1st fl.

For prior records, see entry 69.

Naturalization
(Gee also entries 112, 113. )

176. NATURALIZATIOIJ RECORD, INTENTION, 1857-90. 1 v. Discontinued.

Declaration of intention to become citizen, shov;ing names of alien and

clerk, date, renunciation of allegiance to foreign povrer, and attesta-
tion by cler]:. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of alien, lldxt, on

pr. fm, 250 p, 16 x 12 x lb» Cir. elk. 's off., 1st fl.

177. NATUR/iLIZATTO:i RECORD, FINAL CERTIFICATE, 1857-74. 1 v.

Discontinued.
Copies of final certificates of naturalization, shovdng name and place

of birth of alien, certificate number, names of presiding judge and
vdtnesses, date of application, oath of allegiance, and name of clerk

of circuit court, Arr, chron. No index, Hdvr. on pr. fm. 250 p,

16 X 12 X l|-. Cir. elk. »s off., 1st fl.

Receipts and Expenditures

'•178, CIRCTjIT COUl'iT DAY BOOK (Cash Book), 1931—. 2 v.

Prior records are missing and oamaot be located.

Clerk's daily record of receipts and expenditures, shovdng by and ft-om

v/hom received, title of account, fee book and page of entry, and hov/

paid, Arr. chron. No index, iidv/, under pr, hdgs, 350 p, 18 x 12 x 2,

Cir. elk. »s off., 1st fl.
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(NcTC-b entry 179, p, 58)

VII. PROBATION OFFICER

The office of probation officer for adult probationers was first
established in Broimi County in 1911. In accordance v/ith the legislation
of that year, courts exercising criminal or quasi-criminal jurisdiction
are given power to deal with adult or juvenile offenders of specified
offenses. In the performance of his prescribed duties, the probation
officer servos both the county and circuit courts, although appointed
by the latter. He is required to givo bond as determined by the circuit
court in a sum not exceeding .'D5,000, 00, and is subject to the rules of

and removal by the appointing court. Brorm County has one probation
officer under the legal allowance of one for each 50,000, or fraction
thereof, of population.

The probation officer is compensated at a rate determined by the
oounty hoard of supervisors. In the performance of his duties, he is

required to: investigate cases of defendants requo'vting probation;
notify the court of previous conviction or probation; make reports to
the respective courts; keep a set of records as described below; and
take charge of and vratch over all persons placed on probation, and pro-
bationers moving from another oounty into his county.

The reports made by the probation officer to the courts are Icept

by the clerk of the court trying the case. The courts' probation reo-
ords include orders granting or refusing release on probation, probation-
ers' bonds, the reports of probation officers noted above, and discharge
of probationers.

The probation officer is required to keep complete and accurate
records of investigated cases, including description of the investigated
persons, the action of the court, and the subsequent history of proba-
tioners. These are private records, open to inspection only by a

judge or by any probation officer pursuant to a court order, and may not
be examined by the public. Consequently they vrere not surveyed by the

current historical records study.

For county court probation papers, see entry 96; for probation
officer's reports to circuit court, see entry 160.

1. L. 1911, p, 230,281.
2. L.1911 , p. 281,282; L.191 5, p. 381,382.

3. L.1911, p. 277-84; L.1915, p. 378-84.
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(Next eirtry 179, p. 58)

\^II. SHERIFF

The sheriff by constitutional proTision has been an elected offi-
cer since Illinois was admitted to statehood. The term originally set
at two years, is no-.T four years; bond in Bro^'m County is required in the
sum of ClO,000, The sheriff appoints one or more deputies as allowed by
the rule of the circuit court.

Essentially without change for over one hundred years, the princi-
pal duties of the sheriff are:

1. Acting as conservator of peace, vdth poi«rer to arrest of-
fenders on view.

2. Attending, in person or by deputy, all courts of record in
his county, obeying the order and direction of the court.
These judicial courts include city courts, county courts,
probate courts, and sittings of circuit and appellate
coiirts.

3. Serving, executing, ajid returning all writs, warrants, pro-
cesses, orders, and decrees legally directed to him.

4. Selling real and personal property by virtue of execution
or other process.

5. Having the custody and care of the courthouse and jail of
the county, ^

In the course of the multiple detailed duties included in these
broad provisions, the follov/ing records occur:

1, Data of identification, criminal and stolen property.
2. Calendar of commitments to jail.

3, Receipts of delivery of prisoner in changes of venue.

4. Docket of executions.

1. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1848, Art.

VII, S3C. 7j Constitution of 1370, Art. X, sec. 8; second amendment
November 22, 1880, to the Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec, 8;

L.1819 , p. 110; R.S.1874 , p. 989.

2. Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec, 9} R.S.1374 , p. 990, Compare:

R.L.1827 , p. 373.

3. R.S,1845 , p. 515; L.1849 , p. 66; R.S,1874 , p, 339,989; L.1877, p. 69;

L.1831 , p. 64; L.1901 , p. 136; L.1951 , p. 413; L.1935 , p. 458.

4. L.1S19 , p. Ill, 112, 160-62, 314-17, 3J2, 333; L.1S21 , p. 37,63,64;
R.L.1827 , p. 247,311,344,372,373; R.L.1829 , p. 121; 1.1851 , p. 103,

104,106; R.L.1833 , p. 574,575; L. 1839 , p. 10,12-14; L. 1845 , p. 10,19;

R.0.1845 , p. 133,134,515-17; R.S.1874 , p. 989-91. The citations in-

clude references to duties v/hich exceed the general outline noted.





Sheriff - Ptooogsj (179-181)
Jail Records

5. "Books of Accounts." Include fees and disbursements re-
quired to be recorded by all county officers paid in v/holo

or part by fees,

6, Copies of reports to county and circuit courts and county
board.

Process
(See also entry 84.)

17.9, PROCESS DOCICET, 1875—. 4 v. (l, 1875-81; B, 2, 2, 1875—),
Doc'-st of processes served by sheriff, shov/ing nanes of plaintiff, de-

fendant, sheriff, and attorney, action, from. v;here issued, dates re-

ceived, served, and returned, by vriaom served, sheriff's fees, amount of

fees received, date paid, and reinarks. Also contains Jail Record, 1931—,
entry 181, Arr, cliron. Indexed alph. by title of cause. Hdw. under pr.

hdgs, 200 p. 12 X 10 x 2, Sh. «s off., 1st fl.

180. SHERIFF'S EXECUTION DOCIOET, 1879—. 2 v. (B, l).

Missing: 1921-29.
Docket of executions served by sheriff, showing execution number, name

of defendant, dates of judgment, writ, and return, costs and fees, fees

earned and received, and sheriff's return. -A-rr. chron. Indexed alph.

by name of defendant, Hdv;-, under pr, hdgs, 250 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Sh. «s

off., 1st fl.

Jail Records

181. JAIL RECOrJ), 1927-30, 1 v. 1931— in Process Docket, entry 179.

Sheriff's register of prisoners, shov.ring dates, names of prisoners, na-
ture of charge, by whom brought, date com.mitted, when and how discharged,

amount of fees received, and remarks, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by

name of prisoner, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 300 p, 16 x 10 x 1-g-, Sh, 's

oi'f., 1st fl.

1, L.1919 , p. 201,317; L.1821 , p, 182; R.L.1827 , p, 249,273; L. 1845 ,

p. 11; R.S,1845 , p. 305; R.S.1874 , p. 566,991,992,1096; L.1907 ,

p. 316-19; L.1909 , p. 301; L.192T, p. 500; L.1925 , p. 424; L.192 9 ,

p, 649; L.1931, p. 465; L. 1953, p, 187-90,
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(182)
Coroner

Fees, Receipts, Expcndituros

182, SHERIFF'S F3E BOOK, 191'1— , 2 t. (1, 2).
Fee bool: of sheriff's receipts and disbursements, shovring dates received
and paid out, frora v;1ioki and amount received, fee book and page number,
to vrfaom paid, and check number, Arr, chron» Ko index, Hdw, under pr,

hdgs. 250 p. 18 X 12 x 2. Sh. «s off., 1st fl.

For prior sheriff's receipts, see entry 63.

IX, COROIIER

The effice of eoroner in Illinois co\.uities vras originally estab-
lished by constitutional provision in 1818, The Illinois lav.'s require
the coroner to act as a conservator of the peace, vrith powers equal to
the sheriff's in that respect, serve as a ninisterial officer of the

courts in the absence or disqualification of the sheriff, and perfonn
all the duties of the latter xfnen the office is vacant. In practice
these duties are far less significant than the inquest function, the
principal statutory duty of the coroner. Basically that procedure has
hardly changed since a tine antecedent to the formation of BroT/n County;

the coroner v;-hen informed of a death resulting or appearing to have re-
sulted fron violence or casualty, s'-mr.ons a jury to inquire into the
manner of death and its cause. "^

To the custody of the clerk of the circuit court are returned the

verdict of the jury, and such recogni^^ances as nay be given the coroner
by vnLtnesses vjhose testimony implicates any person as the unlawful
slayer of the deceased." In his ot.ti. office the coroner files and pre-
serves tlie record of such testimony. Additionally the coroner keeps
one record which he himself originates, the "inquest record." This

1. IMder the Constitution of 1S18, the tenure of office \m.s set for tvro

years; the term ivas extended under the Constitution of 1870 to four
years. Constitution of 1S18, Art, III, sec. 11; Constitution of 1870,
Art. X, sec, 8,

2. L.1819 , p. 111,160; L.1821, p, 20-22; L.1825 , p. 65,64; R.L.1827,

p, 246-50,572,575,575; II. 5". 1345, p. 515-17; R. 3. 1874, p, 281,282,
The office is constitutional and elective (Constitution of 1813, Art,
III, sec, 11; Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec, 8) and the term
formerly t\ro years, is noiT four years (second amendment, llovomber 22,

1880, to Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec, 8),

3. L.1021 , p. 22-24; R.S.1845 , p. 517,518; R.S.1874 , p, 282-84; L. 1879 ,

p. 82; L.1007 , p, ^15; L.1919 , p, 403; ulgol," p. 388,

4. L.1821 , p, 24,25;. R.S.1S45 , p, 518; R.S.1874 , p, 284,285.
5. L.1821 , p. 25; R.S.1845, p, 518; L. 1869 , p. 104; R.S.1S74, p. 285;

L.1907, p, 213; L.1919," p, 293,
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State's Attorney (183, 184)

record recapitulates all the data involved in the entire inquest procedure

and includes an inventory and accounting of the personal property and money

of the deceased.-'-

For other coroner's records, see entrj' 173,

183, COROlffiR'S RECORD, 1885—, 2 v. (l not numbered, 2).

Record of deaths, showing name, residence, and occupation of deceased, names

of jurors and -vvi-bnesses, verdict of jury, description of deceased, inventory

of personal effects, and disposition, Arr. cha-on. Indexed alph. by name of

deceased. Hd';.'-, under pr. hdgs. 20 p., 80 p.; 20 x 12 x 2, 18 x 12 x 1,

1 V. not numbered, 1885-1922, co, clk.'s off,, 1st fl.; v, 2, 1923—, cor,'s

off,, Ist fl,, cor,'s residence, 134 East Main Street.

184, VERDICT OF JURY, 1S37— , 1 f,b.

Jury verdicts of coroner's inquests, showing names of deceased, coroner,

jurors, and -witnesses, date and place of inquest, and filing date,

Arr, chron, llo index, Hdvv', on pr, fm, 11 x 4 x 14, Cor.'s off., 1st fl,,

cor.'s residence, 134 East Main Street.

X. STATE'S AITORIIEY

The duties of the state's attorney -were originally performed in Brown

County by a circuit attorney, an appointee of the governor. The appointed

state's attorney attended each session of the circuit court in each of the

coxmties of the circuit. He was required to commence and prosecute all ac-

tions in which the people of the state or any county within the judicial

circuit were concerned.^

Under the constitution of 1848 the office became elective by the elect-

ors of the circuit. 2 Following the creation of the county court under the

constitution of 1848 and the legislation of 1849, the duties of the state's

attorney expanded to include services in this court for actions involving

the state or coun-by. The constitution of 1870 made the office an elective

one in and for each county. 4 The state's attorney's four-year term has

remained the same from the creation of his office until the presrrit. In

each instance of apnointment and election he has been commissioned by the

governor

.

1, L.1821 , P. 26; L.1S50 , p. 104; R.S.1874 , p. 285,286,

2, L.1819 , p. 178,204; R.L.1S27 , p. 79; R.L.1855 . p. 98; R.S.1845, p. 76,

3, Constitution of 1348, Art. V, sec, 21,28,

4, Constitution of 1370, Art, VI, sec, 22; L. 1671-72 , p, 189; R.S.1874 ,

p. 172,

5, R.L.1827, p, 79; R.L.1855 , p. D8; Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 21;

Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 22,
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State »s Attorney (Next entry 185, p. 63)

The duties of this office are;

1, To comrnence and prosecute all actions, suits, indictments, and

prosecutions, civil or crisiinal, in any court of record in his

county, in irrfiich the people of the state or county may be con-

cerned,

2, To prosecute all forfeited tends and recognizances and all

actions and proceedings for the recovery of detts, revenues,

moneys, fines, penalties, and forfeitures accruing to the state

or his coimty, or to any school district in his county; also

to prosecute all suits in his county against railroads or

transportation companies, T;hich may be prosecuted in the neime

of the people of the State of Illinois.

3, To commence and prosecute all actions and proceedings brought

up by any county officer in his official capacity,

4, To defend all actions and proceedings brought against his

county, or against any county or state officer in his official

capacity, vri.thin his county.

5, To attend the examination of all persons brought before any

judge on habeas corpus, v^here the prosecution is in his county,

6, To attend before justices of the peace and prosecute charges

of felony or misdemeanor for v;hich the offender is required

to be recognized and to appear before a court of record, -when

in his poiver to do so.

7, To give his opinion, without fee or revra.rd, to any county

officer and to justices of the peace in his county, upon any

question of law relating to any criminal or other matter, in

which the people or the county may be concerned.

8, To assist the attorney general whenever it may be necessary,

and in cases of appeal or v/rit of error from his county to the

supreme court, to v;-hioh it is the duty of the attorney general

to attend, he shall, a reasonable time before the trial of

such appeal or Y/rit of error, furnish the attorney general

with a brief, showing the nature of the case and the questions

involved.
9, To pay all moneys received by him in trust, without delay, to

the officer who by lav^ is entitled to the custody thereof.

10, To perform such other and further duties as may from time to

time be enjoined on him by law.

11, To appear in all proceedings by collectors of taxes against

delinquent taxpayers for judgment to sell real estate, and

see that all the necessary preliminary steps have been

legally taken to make the judgment legal and binding,

12, To enforce the collection of all fines, forfeitures and penal-

ties imposed or incurred in courts of record in his county.

The state's attorney reports on the collection of these moneys

to the circuit court.

In Brovm County the only records appearing for this office are the

state's attorney's reports to the circuit court, see entry 160.

1, R.S,1M5, p. 78; R.S.1874 , p, 172,

2, L.1909, p. 342 J L. 1911-12, p. 88; L.1929 , p. 474,
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(llext entrj'- 185, p. 63)

XI. SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS

Tlie assessment fxmction in Illinois counties has been controlled by-

various statutory provisions. Early lav/s fixod the value of the several cate-
gories of real and personal property, leavinj; to the assesr.ir;]; officer only
limited discretion. Principally, tlie assessors annually revise the assess-
nent of property and correct the same upon complaint and quadrennially assess
real and personal pi-operty,

ThiC original j)rovision for assessnents delegated this function to a treas-
urer appointed by tlit county coirmiscioners ' court to serve as ex-officj^o as-
sessor, ' In 1839, .-'<. the forr.mtion of Brovm Count^A, provision v;ri.s made for an
assessor to be appointed by the county coni'dssioners ' court, "^ Then from 1845

to 1854 the county treasurer became e::-officio county assessor.^ After the

election of the tov.nship organization plan in Bro\.'n County in the latter year,

until the present day, the tovmship assessment officers have been responsible
for the covjitr',' assessments in thfiir res->ective toY.nships .'^ Betvreen 1G54 and
1898 the tovvmshiip assessors reported their assessments to the county clerk.
Finallp-, in 1898 the legislature created the ex-officio office of supervisor

of assessnentii, filled by the county treasurer,*^ This latter provision re-

mains in effect today.

The supervisor r,£ assessments functions primtirily in a supervisory capa-

city over to-.-.-nsliip assessors v/ho make their reports to him. The records of

his office are mainly the original schedules of tlie different categories of

assessed property upon vrhich reports in other form arc made to the county

clerk. Provision is made in onl;'' a fev/ cases for the permanent custody of

these records in tliis office,'''

Iio independent records are kept for the Supervisor of Assessments in

Brovm Countv.

XII. BOARD OF REVIE^.Y

The duties of t;-.e board of review are essentially to assess, equalize,

review, or revise th.e assessment of j^roperty. The fuiiction of tl^.e board of

revievr prior to 1898, v-'as performed by the county board and tovm boards of

1. L,1819 , p. 315,319; L.13£f

c, L • 1 c ^

4.

b.

7.

n.

L.lo45, J, 5; L.1G49 , p. 127; L.1555 , p. 4G.

L.~1C53, p. 7; L. 1871-72 , p. 19; L.1879 , p, 243; L.I80 I, p. 133; L,1G95 .

p. 73,74; L.1S98 . p. 57; L.1905 , p. 295,296; L.1925 , p. 492; L .1952 , p. 66.

L.18:.3 , p. 16; L .1S55 , p. 37; L.1C93 , p, 73.
'

L.1S98, D. 37; L.190O, p. 295,296; L.1923, p. 492; L,1932, p. 66.

L.1372, p. 16; L.1898 , p. 50; L.1915 . p, 568,
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County Collector (l85, 186)

review. Early legislation provided for appeals from assessments to the countj
board. The board I'.as j^ranted povrer to review and revise the assessment of
real and personal property.

The legislature in 1371, provi.ded that to:vn boards could annually revise
tlie assessnent of towns. Tlie county board vira.s to meet annually to:

1, Assess omitted property,
2, Rcvievv' assessments upon coriiplaint

.

Z, near and detemiine the application of any person assessed on property
claimed to be exempt from taxation,

4, Ascertain whether the valuations in one toi'm or district bear just
relation to tliose of all other tovms or districts in tlie covinty,^

In 18S8, this authority was transferred to the ne\.lv created board of re-

viev;', "^ The board of review v/eis composed of the chairmf.n of the county board t

"^'^ ey-officio chairman of the board of review, and the county clerk, and a cj

zen appointed by the judjo,'^

For other taxation records, see entries 15-30, 121, 187-105,

135. BOARD OF REVIEW, 18D£--. 1 v.

Transcripts of minutes of board of review, sliov/inp; amount of assessment, date,

appraised value, and names of complainant and members of board. Arr. chron,
dexed alph. by name of complainant, Kdv/, 450 p. lo x 13 x 5, Co. cllc.'s ofj

1st fl,

186, COMPLA.INT DOCKET, 1399-1903. 1 v. Discontinued.
Board of revievi,' docket of ta.x complaints, shovd''g com,)laint number, date pre-
sented, name of complainant, legal description of property, value as fixed by

sessor and as alleged by com.plainant, and findings and orders of board of revi

Arr. by complaint no. Ko index, Ildvv. under pr, hdgs , 150 p. IG x 13 x 3,

Co. die's off., 1st fl.

For records of complaints subsequent to 1903, see entry 185,

XIII. carjjn collector

The collection duties v/ern originall;'- performed in Brov.Ti County by the
county collector appointed by the county comrdssi oners ' court, 5 in 1834 the
sheriff became ex-officio covintv collector of taxes. ° Tlien in 1854 follow-

1. Appeals vrere made to the county commissioners' coi-^rt. L.1339 , p. 7; L.IS*;

p. 239; L.1S45 , p. 8; R. L.1S45 , p. 4''':1. From 184: to 1854 appeals were mf

to the count;-- court (county board). L.1855, p, 4G. Then from 1854 to 18J

the appeals v.'ere to the county board of supervisors, L.1G49 , p. 207,208;
L.lS7l ', p. 22,

2. L.1871, p. 23.

3. La'S98 , p. 54; L,1923, p, 496; L.1952 , p. 75,

4. L.ieSS , p. 54.

5. L.1831 . p. 7.
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Comity Collector - (187-189)
Collection and Settlement

ing the election of the to^wnship government plan, the county treasurer he-
came ex-officio county collector,

1

The principal function of this office is the collection of state, county,
and other public corporation taxes as provided by lav/. The books used by the
colloctor is effecting this procedure are prepared by the county clerk on the
basis of the assessment and levy of taxes. The county clerk keeps an account
with the collector charging him vath the amount of the county tax placed in
his hands for collection, and with the ainount received by him from tax sales
and redemptions. The county collector reports on the payment of taxes and
the failure thereof to the county clerk and settles annually vdth the county
board of supervisors. Also, the collector annually pays into the state
treasury the taxes collected and payable to the state treasury.

The county collector is required by statute to keep his records as
collector of taj>:es separate from his records as county treasurer. The
records of the collector's office are principally the collector's books,
duplicates of receipts issued to taxpayers, tovmship collectors' returns,
state auditor's etnd county collector's certificates of the county collector's
reports to the county clerk.

For other taxation records, see entries 15-30, 121, 185, 186,

Collection and Settlement

187, RECORD OF SUI.3.iARY OF TAXES, 1906--, 3 v, (1-3).
Reports to county collector from tovmship and tov/n collectors, containing a

summary of taxes, shovring names of tovmship and collector, and dates of oath
and return, Arr. chron, No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 200 p, 16 x 12 x 2.

Treas, 's off,, 1st f1, , Farmers' State Bank Building,

188. TREASURER'S SETTLELffiKT OF TOVfll OFFICERS, 1879-1913.
2 V, (A, 1 not lettered), Llissing: 1893-95. Discontinued.

Ledger of tovm collectors' accounts v/ith county collector, shovdng taxes
of state, county, tovm, school district, district road and corporation, and
arrearage tax, do'iinquent land and personal taxes, and commission on taxes
collected, errors on taxes, receipts for taxes, and cash to balance, Arr,
chron, iJo index. Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 148 p. 16 x 10 x 2, Co. elk. 's off.,

1st fl.

For other reports of tovm collector to county collector, see entry 189.

18 9, SETTLEllZilT OF TOnli OFFICERS, 1881—, 3 v.

Report of tovmship collectors' settlements vdth county collector, showing
name of tovm collector, date, from v/hom received, and amount, Arr, alph, by
name of tvfp. collector, No index, Hdv/, under pr, hdgs, 275 p, 16 x 11 x 2,

1 V,, 18G1-96, off, of supt, of h^vys,, 2nd fl.; 2 v., 1897— , co. elk, 's

off,, 1st fl.

1, L.1849 , p. 204; L. 1351 , p. 53; L.1871 , p, 664,

2, L. 1319 , p, 317; R.L.1827, p. 373; L, 1C59 , p. 8-12; L. 1840 , p. 3; L.1845 ,

p. 9,11; L.1855, p. 66,77,111; L. 1871-72, p. 32; L. 1875-74 , p. 51; L.1911 ,

p, 485; L.1917 , p. 664; L. 1919 , p, 765; L. 1950 , sp. sess., p. 59; L,1951 ,

p. 747; L. 1955 , p, 930; R.L.1955 , p. ll^T,

3, L, 1917 , p, 664; L.lQoO ; sp. sess., p. 59; R.L.1955 , p, 1149,

4, Itid, 2,





•• 65 "
County Treasurer (190-193)

190. COLLECTOR'S CREDIT AMD SETTLEMEIIT OF PARTIAL SETTLEhffiNTS,
1872—, 2 f.b.

Lists of credits for taxes collected, showing names of collector and
treasurer, and amoxmt and date of partial settlements. Arr. chron. No
index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 11 x 4 x 14. Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Delinquent Ta,x, Forfeitures and Abatement

191. DELIKQ,USNT LIST, 1846— . 22 v.

Lists of lands and tovm lots returned by to^wn collector on which taxes
remain due and unpaid, showing name of owner, legal description of pro-
perty, tax sprefrd, total taxes, and amount delinquent. Arr. by sec,
twp., and range. No index. Kdw. under pr. hdgs. 250 p. 18 x 15 x 2|.
Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

192. FORPSITED TAX AND SSTTLSLSNT RECORD, 1929—. 2 v.

Lists of forfeited property, showing name of owner, legal description of
property, equalized value, forfeited tax, interest, penalty, costs, date
and by whom paid; also accounts with collectors, showing name of ta^x

lev7/-ing body, taxes collected, total amount, and to whom paid, aaid date
of final settlement. Arr. by sec, twp., and range. No index. Hdw. under
pr. hdgs. 176 p. 17 x 19 x 2. Treas.'s off., 1st fl.. Farmers' State
Bank Building.

193. PERSONAL PROPERTY ABATEJffiNT RECORD, 1935—. 1 v. (l).

List of personal property abatements, showing name of owner, tax spread,

valuation, school district number, cjnount of taxes due, caus'3 for delin-
quency, .-jid date. No records of this t:rpe kept prior to 1935. Arr. by
sec, twp., and range. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 160 p.
18 X 12 X 1. Treas.'s off., 1st fl.. Farmers' State Bank Building.

XIV. COTOITY TREASURER

The county trep.surer is a constitutiona.1 officer who receives the

county revenue, keeps custody of its funds, and disburses them in ac-

cordance with orders of the coionty board, or by specific authorization
of law.-'-

Originally the county treasurer was a statutory officer. He 'jas

first anpointed by the county commissioners' court (the county board).

The legislatiire provided in 1823 that the sheriff could not serve as the

county treasurer. However, in 1825 he was made successor to thcj treas-

1. R.S.1345 , p. 138; L.1861 , p. 239; R.S.1874 , p. 323,324.
2. L.1819 , p. 515; L.1823, p. 206.





- 66 -

County Treasurer - Receipts (194-196)
and Disbursements

urer and v/as to receive all the moneys and records of said office. This
provision vra.s short-lived, for in 1027 the treasurer again became an ap-
pointee of the county commissioners' court, '• Then in 1837 the office ivas

made elective wdth a four-year term. With changes only in the tenure of
office, the office 1-ias remained an elective one until the present day,^

Bond \vas first set at •^.lEOOO, but since 18!i7 the penalty sun lias been set
by the county board, ^ Thus, in Brown County, the county treasurer lias been
an elected officer since the formation of the county.

The treasurer is required to keep books of accoujits of all funds re-

ceived and disbursed by hdm, r.iaintain a register of county orders counter-
signed and paid, report annually to the county board on the financial
transactions of his office, and settle Ms accounts vdth the board semi-
annually,-' The last two requirements give rise to a number of segregated
records of accounts beyond strict statutory requirements. In addition,
reports are made to the treasvirer by otlier countj.' authorities in the pro-
cess of transacting business with him.

Receipts and Disbursements

194, COUInTTY TREA-SURER'S ACCOUNTS, 1806—. 1 v, (a).

Record of county collector's accounts with county, mth itemized statement
of debits and credits, showing dates and amounts of moneys received and
disbursed, and ]5urpose of each, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of

accotmt. Kdw, under pr, hdgs, 190 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Treas,'s off,, 1st

fl,. Farmers' State Banlc Building.

195, RECORD OF lIOIvlEY RECEIVED, 1894—. 2 v.

Ledger of funds received and disbursed by county treasurer, shov/ing

date, amoujit, and from whom received, and date, amount, and purpose of

expenditure. Arr, chron, ITo index, litiw. under pr, hdgs, 280 p,
18 X 13 X 3, Treas.'s off,, 1st fl,. Farmers' State Banl: Building,

196, REGISTER OF COUNTY ORDERS C OblJTEl^IGNED BY TREASURER, 1908—.
2 V, No prior records found.

Register of county orders countersigned by treasurer, sho^^dng number and
date of order, amount and date of payiaent, and to whom paid, Arr, chron.

No index, Kdw, under pr, hdgs, 400 p, 16 x 10 x 2, Off, of supt, of
hxrys , , 2nd f1

,

For covmty olerk's register of countj'- orders, see entry 3,

1, L,1825 , p, 178; R.L. 1827 . p. 329; R.L. 1855 , p. 515,516.
2. Office made elective vidth four-year term, R. L. 1357, p. 274; term reduced

to two years, L.1845 , p, 28; office made constitutional v/itliout change
of term. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8; term lengthened to four
years, second amendment (ratified November 22, 1880) to the Constitu-
tion of 1870, Art, X, sec, 8.

5. L.1819, p. 318; R.L.1827, p. 529; R.S.1874, p, 323. The bond is re-

quired to be filed in the office of the county clerk,

4. L.1819 . p. 318; R.L. 1857 . p. 582,585; L.1845 . p, 151; R.S.1845 , p. 156,
138,139; L,1861 . p. 259,240; R.S.1874 . p. 525,524,



i... ». , ...vr-. .. ». ^
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(Ner.t entry 197, p. 68)

Xy. COUIITY SUPERINTEIIDEIIT OF SCIiOOIB

The superintendent of schools is a statutory officer, elected for a
term of four years. Ilis principal duties are:

1. Selling to^vnship fund lands and issuing certificates there-
for;.

2. Examining the complete accounts of every tovmship treasurer
in his county and reporting irregularities to tlae tovmship
trustees.

3. Conducting a teachers' institute, holding quarterly examina-
tions for teachers' certificates, and issuing such,

4. Holding examinations for normal and university scholarships.
5. Visiting the public schools in the county, observing methods

of instruction, making recominendations to teachers, advising
school officers; observing sanitary and safety conditions,
notifying trustees and state authorities of xmsatisfactory
conditions; inspecting plans and specifications, and approv-
ing those meeting state regulations.

The office of superintendent of schools vra.s originally filled by
the county commissioner of schools. Later the office of superintendent
beoame an independent office and the functions of the former school com-
missioner were fulfilled by the nevf officer, Ilore accurately it may be
said that the origin of the office of superintendent of schools v/as the
establishment of the office of county school commissioner.

The office of county school commissioner ivas created in 1829» The
principal duties of this officer centered around the sale of school
lands. His reports to the couaity conEiissioners ' court (county board),,

of the sale of school lands, were .recorded in the said court in a ^vell-

bound book kept for that purpose. He also reported on his other trans-
actions and on the school fund.'^

In 1345 the county school com:iiissioner became ex-officio county
superintendent of schools. The school cojicnissioner became an elected
officer in 1847, with a term of t^To years.

1. L. 1872 , p. 702; L.1309, p. 342; L, 1915 , p. 628; L.1925, p. 596, Term
formerly ran tvro years, R.S.1845, p, 497.

2. L, 1045 , p, 156; R.S.1845 , p. 496; L. 184 7, p. 12 2; L. 1909 ,. p. 343-52

f

L.1915 , p. 635,

3. R.L.1329 ', p. 150,151.
4. R.L.182 9, p, 152,153,
5. L. 1851 , p. 175,

6. L, 1845 , p, 54.

7. L.1847, p, 120.
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County Superintendent (197, 198)
cf Schools - Accounts of School
Fiinds; Sale of School Lands

In 1872 the independent office of county superintendent of schools
was created vjlth a tenure of office of four years.

The superintendent is required to keep the follovriLng records: three
books denoted as A, B, and C, containing respectively petitions for the
sale of school lands, records of sales of such, and accounts of all moneys
received and paid put; files of township treasurers' bonds and trustees'
reports to him, files of poll books and returns of school district elec-
tions; naps of school district boundaries; registers of certificates grant-
ed and teachers employed in the county. In addition he is required to
make annual reports to the state superintendent of schools on such matters
as the latter may designate, quarterly reports to the county board on his
Tisits to schools, and annual reports to the board on the receipts and
expenditures of his office. Copies of these are sometimes found among his
records, along vdth vouchers, special statements concerning the institute
and other segregated funds, and similar current papers.

For school plats and maps, see entries 68, 70, 89-95.

Accounts of School Funds

197, LEDGER (Loans of School Funds), 1839-51, 1 v. Discontinued.
County superintendent's ledger of loans of school funds, shovdng amount
of loan, terms, date, kind of security, amomit of interest, date of

maturity, amount of money received on principal, interest, from whom re-

ceived, and to whom loaned, Arr. chron. No index. Hdw, 150 p.

16 X 8 X 1-|-. Off. of supt. of sch. , 1st fl.

Sale of School Lands

198, (SAIE OF SCHOOL LAIIDS), 1880—, In County Clerk's Llisoellaneous
Files, entry 70.

Reports of sale of school lands, showing name of purchaser, date of sale,
price per acre, and school district.

'-• L' 1871-72 , p. 702; L.1909 , p. 342; L. 1923 , p. 596.

2. R.S.1845 , p. 498; L. 1847 , p. 121; L. 1849 , p. 155; L. 1853 , p. 55;

L.1889 , p. 265; L. 1909 , p. 549,350; L.1919 , p. 387.

3. R.S.1845 , p. 500,501; L. 1847 , p. 122; L. 1849 , p. 156; L. 1855, p. 57;

L. 1871-72 , p. 705; L.1889 , p. 265, 525;~L. 1909 , p. 347,350.
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Coimty Superintendent (199-204)
of Schools - Teachers'
Records

Teachers' Records

199, COUi^'TY SUPERINTEITOENT OF SCHOOLS, 1863—, 3 v.
Title varies: School Comnissi oner's Record.

Superintendent's register of applicants for teachers' certificates, show-
ing name, address, age, and nativitj'- of teacher, subjects taught, grade,
niinber and date of certificate, ejipiration date, and remarks. Arr,
cliron, I'Jo index, Hdv;-, under pr. hdgs, 120 p., 200 p,j 14 x x 1,
14 X 9 X 1-|-. Off. of supt. of sch,, 1st fl.

200. REGISTER OF FEES - EXAjvUIIA-TIOII OF APPLICANTS FOR CERTIFICATES,
1894—. 1 V. (A).

Register of applicants for school certificates, showing date, applica-
tion number, name of applicant, address, age, nativity, subjects,
grades, teacMng experience, certificate number, grade or kind of cer-
tificate, amount of fee, failure, renei-.d, or registration, and total
fees received, Arr, chron, IJo index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 320 p,
18 X 12 X 2, Off. of supt. of sch., 1st fl,

201, TEACIOilRS' RECORD, 1903—, 1 v.

Register of teachers qualified to teach in Brovm County, shov^^ing date,

name and address of teacher, age, fee for first and second grades, re-
newals, rejections, and remarks. Arr, chron, llo index, Hdw, under
pr. hdgs, 100 p, 16 X 8 X 1. Off. of supt, of sch,, 1st fl,

202, TEACIiERS' PERI.'IA.Iffii:T RECORD, 1914v-. 2. v. 1 f,b.

Record of teachers, shcmdng name, age, address, certificate number, how-

issued, date, subjects, grades, schools attended, professional credits,

where employed, teaching experience, and date of certificate. Arr, alph,

by name of teacher. For index, 1914-26, see entry 203; 1927— , no index,

Hdw, on pr. fm. V. 400 p. 10 x 16 x 2j f.b, 8x9x9. Off. of supt.

of sch., 1st fl,

203. IITDEX TO TEACHERS' PEK.IA.1>]EIJT RECORD, 1914-26, 1 v.

Discontinued,
Index to teachers' permanent record, showing name, age, and address
of teaclier, grade and date of certificate, and record book and page

of entry, Arr. alph, by name of teacher, Kd';V, under pr, hdgs, 100 p*
12 X 9 X -^., Off. of supt, of sch,, 1st fl,

204. RECORD OF REGISTRATIOII OF TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES, 1930—.
1 V,

Register of teachers' certificates, showing date, teacher's name and
address, age, teacliing experience, certificate and registration numbers,
grade of certificate, how secured, and amoimt paid for registration,
Arr. chron. Ho index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 100 p. 16 x 8 x 1,

Off. of supt, of sch., 1st fl.
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County Superintendent (205, 206)
of Highways

Reports

205, SCHOOL DISTRICT RECORD, 1934—. 1 v.

Transcript of reports of annual election of school board, including minutes
of meetings, school taxes, proceedings of district board, orders of school
board, teachers' school cor.tracts, register of school officials and bonds,

accounts of current e::penditures, treasurer's seni-annual statement and
financial accoujnt, and teachers' annual reports. Arr. chron. No index.

Hdiv. on pr, fr., 120 p, 12 x 9 x 1, Off. of supt. of sch. , 1st fl.

206, COUITTY S UPSRIlITElNTDEiTTS EXAJflllATION BOOK, 1862-86. 1 v.

Discontinued,
Copies of superintendent's reports to county board of supervisors on fi-
nar-cial condition of school funds of the various tovmships, showing name
and number of school district, receipts, expenditures, amounts, evidences
of indebtedness, type of security, rate, date and amounts due, and re-

marks, Arr. chron, ITo index, Hdw. imder pr, hdgs, 120 p, 14 x 8 x g.

Off, of supt. of soh, , 1st fl.

For subsequent reports, sec entry 1.

XVI, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGfflVAYS

The office of county superintendent of highvrays was first estab-

lished in Illinois in 191o, Prior to this date the tovmship boards of

highway commissioners effected essentially those duties since per-
formed by the county superintendent of highirays.

The superintendent is appointed by the county board. The board

submits a list of three to five candidates to the (state) department of

public vrorlcs and buildings. The department examines the candidates to

determine the person best fitted for the o:.'fice. The successful can-

didate holds office for six years r-nd is remunerated in a sum fixed by
the county board.

The powers and duties of the county superintendent of highways are

subject to the rules and regulations of the department of public works
and buildings. He is, however, upon hearing, subject to removal by the

1, L.1915 , p. 524.

2, BetiYeen the years 1913 and 1921 the list of prospective candidates

was required to be submitted to the state high^vvay commission.

L.1913, p, 524; L.1921, p. 781; L.1935, p. 960.
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County Superintendent (Next entry 207, p. 72)
of Highways

oounty board. The superintendent is required, also, to perform such
duties as may be prescribed inider the direction of the (state) chief
highway engineer. The said superintendent exercises supervision
over to^vnship, county, and state-aid roads, and bridges and culverts in
his county.

His principal duties are:

1, Preparing plans, specifications, and estimates for all
bridges to be built by the county.

2, Supervising the construction and maintenance of county
roads and bridges, and state-aid roads.

3, Inspecting the highways and bridges in each to\vn or
district of his county at least once a year.

4, Advising and directing the highvray commissioners in
each town or district as to the best methods of re-
pair, maintenance, and improvement of highways and
bridges.

5, Approving any purchase in excess of $200 for mater-
ials, machinery, or apparatus to be used in road
construction in any town or district.

He is required to keep the follov/ing records:

1, Records of contracts, purchases, and expenditures
authorized by himself, the county board, or tomiship
commissions.

2, T/iiaps, plats, blueprints, specifications, etc., aris-
ing in his supervision of roads and bridges, or the

planning of new constructions.
3, Accounts of the funds handled by his office,

4, Reports from other officers or bodies touching the

affairs of his office; copies of his own reports
on the administration of his office; related papers,

IIo independent records are kept for the superintendent of high-
ways in Brown County, For reports of the superintendent of highways
to the county board, see entries 1, 13; for highway and motor fuel
tax claims, see entries 8, 9,

1, L. 1921 , p. 781; L. 1953 , p, 960.

2, L .1915 , p. 523-2"S:;

3, L.1913, p, 525,526,





72 -

(207)

XVII. COUl.'TY SDRVEYv)R

The office of county surveyor -vvas first established in Illinois
in 1821, Tlie incumbent vis.s an appointee of the general assembly.
In vacation, nominations vrere made by the county coim-aissioners ' court
(county board) to the governor. From 1855 to 1936, the county sur-
veyor vras an elected officer of the county electorate. Since September
1956, he has been an appointee of the county board, Tlius, in
Bro'ivn, the county surveyor has been an elected officer from its forma-
tion in 1839, until the latter instance of his appointment by the county
board of supervisors.

The surveyor is required by law to make all surveys vn.thin the
bounds of his county that he may be called upon to nalce by persons in-
terested or the coimty board. Such surveys include surveys of addi-
tions or subdivisions, and marking of county lines. Few changes have
been made in the original statutory requirements for the duties of

this office.

The county surveyor is required by law to keep a bound book in
which he records all survej'^ made by him, giving such information as

the name of the person v*.ose land is surveyed and descriptive data of
the survey. He is also required to preserve his field notes and re-
tain copies of plats.

207, SDT.VSYOR'S RECOrJD, 1S31— , 3 v, (1-3).
Surveys compiled by coujity surveyor, showing,; date, legal description
of land surveyed, names of ovmer and surveyor, hov/ survey v^as irade,

and location of markers, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of
cvnaer, Hdw, and hdw, under pr, hdgs, 600 p, 13 x 12 x 4, Cir.

elk, 's off,, 1st fl.

1. L. 1821, p, 62; R.L.1029, p. 172 j R.L.1855 , p. 591.

2. Ibid.

3. L , 1855 , p, 166; L. 1857 , p. 558; R.S.1S45, p, 524; R. 3. 1874 ,

p, 456,1050; L.1905 , p, 349; L.1555 , p. 1104.

4. L,1S21 , p. 634; R.L.1829 , p. 173; R.L.1835 , p. 532,599,600;
L.1345, p, 201; R.S,1S74 , p. 1050; L.1916, p. 575; R.S.19C'5 ,

p. 2416,
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(Next entry 208, p. 74)

XTLll, SPECIAL DRAINAGE COM.ilSSIONERS

The constitution of 1870 delegated to the general assembly a broad
power to provide laws in regard to drainage. Ov-mers of land may organ-
ize drainage districts v.rhose corporate authorities have povrer to acquire
rights of way, issue bonds, construct and maintain drains, ditches, and
levees for agricultural, sanitary, or mining purposes, and assess the
property benefited thereby. '^

Drainage districts have been established in Brovm County upon peti-
tions to the county court in accordance mth the lava's of 1879 and subse-
quent enactments. The dates of formation are dependent upon the peti-
tions to the county court, and creation by county court orders of the
various drainage districts.

Drainage districts are of three kinds; regular, composed of prop-
erty lying in a single tovm; union, where the lands to be organized
lie in t\To tovvns in the^same or different counties; special, with three
or more tovms involved,"^ The corporate povrers of each district are
vested in three commissioners appointed by to-vvn clerks except in special
districts, vvhere they are elected, " In regular districts the commission-
ers appoint one of their o\m. members to act as secretary; in imion dis-
tricts the tovoi cler^, and in special the county clerk, act in an
ex-officio capacity,

"^

The follovdng records, however, regardless of how kept, belong to
the drainage commissioners:

1. Records of bonds issued.
2. Assessment books.
3. Petitions of ovmers of land to stay assessments, orders of

commissioners thereupon, and other proceedings.
4. State auditor's certificates of interest due on bonds*
5. Tax lists showing pro-rata share of levy for bond interest

(union and special districts only),

6. Copies of reports to county court on conditions of district
and estimated expenditures; and to county treasurer on de-
linquent lands; maps and plats, surveys and estimates; office
transactions.

1. Constitution of 1870, Art, IV, sec. 31.

2. First amendment to the Constitution, ratified Ilovembor 29, 1878; in-
corporated in Constitution of 1870, Art. IV, sec, 31; L.1879 , p. 120,

124-28.

3. L.1879 , p. 123; L.18G5 , p, 93,94,113. River districts, though not in
this category, may "be organized similarly and with like powers.

L.1885 , p. 106.

4. L.1885 , p. 93,95.
5. L, 1879 , p. 123; L.1SB5, p. 93,95,113.
6. L.1S79, p. 120-34; L.1835, p. 78-104,





- 74 -

County Dopartnent of (208, 209)
Public '.Yolfare

The first tvro records are required to be kept in separate boohs,
the next three generally are laiovm. as the "Drainage Record", and the
remaining records are kept desultorily.

208, DRjVIKAGE record, 1915—, 3 v, (1-3). 1880-1914 in Super-
visors' Record, entry 1.

Record of drainage and levee districts, showing date of petitions for
assessments and repairs, assessment rolls, engineers' reports, affida-
vits, and orders of coiurt. Arr. chron. IIo index. Typed, 362 p.

18 X 13 X 3. Co. elk, «s off., 1st fl.

209. DRAIIIAGE AHD LE'\rt;E, 1919--. 2 f.d.

ropers relative to drainage and levee districts, including petitions,
reports, list of assessments, benefits and damages, verdicts of juries,
and orders of court, Arr, chron. Ho index, 10 x 8 x 16, Co. elk. 's

off., 1st fl.

XLT, COUNTY DEPARTLENT OF PUBLIC ViTELFARE

The legislation of 1957 repealed the county welfare system estab-
lished in 1936, A single officer, the county superintendent of public
welfare, becomes successor to the county commission of welfare and its

executive appointee the county superintendent of public welfare. The

county cominission consisted of three members appointed by the county
judge to serve mthout compensation. Its successor, the county superin-
tendent of public welfare, is an appointee of the county board of super-
visors. The duties delegated to the cominission are transferred to Hie

newly created office of superintendent. In both instances the functions
of this office are subject principally to state control. The changes

occurring in the welfare system are only in the county administrative

unit and not in function or records of this department,

Tho former countj;- department of ivelfare consisted of the three
commissioners, the superintendent of public vrelfare and an administrative
staff. The comi^.iission organized by electing one of its number as chair-
man and one as vice-chairman. This body met monthly to transact the

business of public welfare and its members were allovrad all traveling
expenses necessary in the performance of the same.

1. Sp. Se,:s. Laws 1935-36, p. 70-75; L.1937 , p, 451,

2. Sp, Sess. Laws l9Z5^^, p, 70.
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County Department of
Ru'lic '.felfare

The neviT county department of public welfare consists of the super-

intondent of pv.blic vrelfare and an administrative staff selected by him
in accordance with, and subject to, the approval of the state department
of public welfare. The oountj'- board of supervisors submits to the said

state departnont a list of five residents as candidates for the office

of superintendent, /in eligible list from these candidates is prepared

by the state departmeiit by comnotitive examination and certified to the

county board. The board in turn makes an order appointing one of the

eligibles.

The countj'- superintendent of public welfare is in charge of all the

executive and administrative duties and respnnsibilities of the county

department of public vrelfare. He is subject to the rules and regulations

of the stato agency and may be removed by the said state department.

The superintendent has power and it is his duty:

1. To have charge and develop plans for the administration

of old age assistance,

2. To investigate and study problems of assistance,
correction, and general welfare within his county.

3. To co-operate with the state department of vrelfare

in the oneration of welfare plans and policies in

his county.

4. To maintain such records in the manner prescribed

by the state department and file vri.th the said state

agency all required reports,
5. To serve as agent and executive officer of the state

department of public welfare in the administration

of all forms of public assistance administered by the

said department,-'

All of the records of the county department are subject to the

inspection and supervision of the agents of this central authority.

Under the former act of 1936 the coimty superintendent of public

welfare could serve as a probation officer in welfare problems v.iien

appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction.

At the time of the Survey, this office had not yet been established

in Broivn County; for records of mothers' and blind pensions, see entry 111,

1. L.1957, p. 452,

2. Sp. Sess. Laws 1955-53 , p, 71,74; L.1937 , p. 452,

3, Sp. Sess. Lav7s 1955-56 , p. 72; L.1937, p. 452,453.

4, Sp. Sess. Lava's 1955-56, p. 73.
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aiRONOLOGICAL INDEX

1817-55
1817—.
1818~.

Conveyances, 75

Grantor-Grantee Index, 74

Sectional Index, (Tract Index), 87

1820-1829

1822-

182 9-

Deed Records, 76

Index to Tovm Lots, 38

1830-1839

1831—.
1837-70
1837—.
1859-51
1839-80
1839-80
1839-85
1839—
1839—
1839—
1839—
1839—
1339—
1839—

Sunreyor's Record, 207
Complete Record (Cir. Ct. ), 164
Coinnion Lav (Cir. Ct. ), 154
Ledger (Supt. of Sch. ), 197
Tax Judgment Record, 24
Tax Sale Record, 25

L^rriage Register, 44
Entry Book (Rac), 71

Estray Record, 53
Index to Files (Co. Ct. ), 117
Index to Iiarriage Records, 42

Probate Files, 116

Probate Record, 118
Supervisors' Record, 1

1840-1849

1840—.
1840—.
1840—.
1840—.
1840—.
1840—.
1840—.
1841—.
1841—,
1844—.
1845—.
1846-51
1846-1910
1846—.

Chancery (Files), 156

Chancery Record, 157
Coimnon Law Record (Cir, Ct. ), 155

Criminal (Files, Cir. Ct, ), 159
Executions (Cir, Ct. ), 163

Execution Docket (Cir. Ct,), 170

Judgment Docket (Cir, Ct, ), 169
Fee Book (Cir. Ct, ), 172

Guardians' (Sonds and Letters), 12 9

Judge's Docket (Cir, Ct, ), 166

Record (Transcript from Justice of Peace), 165
Taxable Property, 17

Sheriff's Certificate Sale and Redemption, 84

Delinquent List, 191
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Chronological Index

1846—.
1847—.
1848-80

Pfeitent Register, 51
Jiarriage License, 41
Bar Doclcet (Cir. Ct. ), 158

1850-1859

1850—.
1850—.
1854—.
1856—,
1857-74
1857-90
1857—.

1857—.
1858—.
1859-71
1859—.
1859—,

Index to Judgment Docket (Co* Ct, ), 148
Prolate Judgment Docket, 147
Collectors' Books, 22

Mortgage Record, SO

Naturalization Record, 177
Naturalization Record, Intention, 176

Index to Court Records, Plaintiff-Defendant
(Cir. Ct, ), 153

Register of Bonds, 86

Guardian *s Record, 128
Probate Estate Docket, 150
Estate Lodger, 143
Record of Default (Cir. Ct. ), 161

1860-1869

1861-98
1862-86

1863—
1863—
1866
1866—
1866—
1867—
1867—
1863—
1868—
1868—
1869—
1369—,
1869—,
1869—,

Clerk's Docket (Cir, Ct. ), 167
County Superintendent's Examination Book

(Supt. of Sch, ), 206
Assessors' Books, 16

County Superintendent of Schools, 199
J, B, Glass Assingment (Estate), 123
Insane (Petitions and Orders in Insanity Cases), 102

V/ills, 125

Administrators' Bonds and Letters, 126

Chattel Mortgage Records, 85

Adoptions (Co. Ct. ), 100
Quit Claim Deed Record, 77

Recognisance Record (Cir, Ct, ), 174
Executors" Re cord, 127
Probate Journal, 119
Public Sale Record (Estate), 141

Record of ITills, 124

1870-1879

1870-

1870-
1871-

1872-

1872-

1872-

1872-

1872-

Inventory Record (Estate), 135
Tax Sales and Ilotices, 27

Appraisement Record (Estate), 136

Collector's Credit and Settlement of Partial
Settlements, 190

Coimty Court Cases, 96

County Court Record, 97

Default Record (Co, Ct, ), 99

Execution Docket (Co. Ct, ), 107
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Chronolo'-ical Index

187:3—.
1872—.

1872—.
1872—.
1872—.
1873—.
1873—,

1873—.
1874—.
1874—.
1874—.
1875-1907
1875—.
1875—,
1875—.
1876-78
1876-96
1876-1900
1876—.
1877—.
1877—.
1877—.
1877—.
1877—,
1877—.
1878-91
1878-1915
1878-1915
1878-1915
1878-1915
1878—.
1878—.
1879-97
1879-1913
1879—.
1879—.
1879—.
1879—,

Fee Book - Law and Criminal (Co. Ct. ), 110
Index to Court Records - Plaintiff,

Defendant, (Co. Ct. ), 98
Judgment Docket (Co. Ct. ), 106

Judge's Docket (Co. Ct.), 105
Register of Fees (Co. Ct. ), 63
Criminal Record (Cir. Ct. ), 160
Peoples Index (General Index of Records and

Files of Cir. Ct. ), 158
Railroad Tax Book, 18

Insane and Conser-vator 's Record, 131
Application I.iarriage Licenses, 45
Release Records, 81

Justice of Peace Docket, 109

Co-partnership Inventory Appraisal Record, 137
Process Docket (Sh. ), 179

Rate Book (lax), 15
Policy Register, 12

Trust Deed Records, 78

Naturalization Record, 112

Sale of Real Estate, 140
Ivlarriage Records, 43

lliscellaneous Documents (Rec.), 72

Record of Justices' and Constables' Bonds, 59
Record of Land Forfeited to State, 26

Record of Physicians' Certificates, 46

Register of Physicians and Accoucheurs, 47
Register of Stillbirths, 39

Birth Index, 34
Index to Deaths, 38

Register of Births, 33

Register of Deaths, 37

Birth Certificates, 31

Deaths and Stillbirths (Certificates), 35

Naturali^^ation Record Declaration, 113

Treasurer's Settlement of Tovm Officers, 188

Guardians' Inventory Record, 138

Insurance Policies, 11

School Plat Record, 68

Sheriff's Execution Docket, 180

1880-1889
1830-90
1830—.
1880—.
18GO—.
1880—.
1830—.
1880—.
1880—.
1880—.
1881—.

Dog License Bond, 61

Election Records, 55

Foreclosure Records, 162

Jury Lists (Co. Bd. ), 14

lliseellane ous Files (Co. Ct. ), 70

Ivli seel lane ous Probate Record, 134

Miscellaneous Record (Cir. Ct. ), 73

Karr and Cognovit Ffepers (Co. Ct, ),

Sale of School Lands, 198
Settlement of Tovm Officers, 189

101
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Chronological Index

1881—, Tax Judgment Sale, Redemption and For-
feiture Records, 23

1882-98 County in Account vri.th County Collector
and Treasurer, 65

1882—. Register of County Orders, 3

1883-1928 Liasters' Certificate of Sale and Redemption, 85
1683—. Abstract of Assessments and Taxes, 21
1883—, Guardian Estate Docket, 149
1884-98 Docket of Official Bonds, 58

1S84-1903 Report Record (Of Estate of Deceased), 144
1884—. Affidavit Tax Deed, 28
1884-, Telephone and Telegraph Tax Book, 19
1885—. Coroner's Record, 183
1886—. County Treasurer's Acco'jnts, 194
1886—. L'liscellanoous Record (Co, Ct. ), 69
1886—, Record of Inquisition (Cor,), 173
1C86—

.

Oaths of County Officers, 62

1886—, Prohate Docket, 146
1886—, Probate Judgment Record of Claims, 120
1887-91 Record of Certificates to Stock Breeders, 52

1887—, Docket of Mechanic's Liens (Cir. Ct. ), 171
1887—. Probate Fee Book, 151
1888—. V.'itness Affidavits, 114

1890-1899

1890—
1890—
1891—
1392—
1892—
1892—
1892—
1893—
1894—
1894r—

,

1894—,
1394—

1895-1916
1895—.
1895—.
1896-1900
1896—.
1896—,
1896—.
1899-1903
1899—,

Conservators' (Documents), 132

Resolutions Adopted by Board of Supervisors, 2

Assessor's Bond Record, 60
Contracts and Contractors' Bonds, 10

Miscellaneous Records (Probate Files), 122

Private Sale Record (Personal Property), 142

Warranty Deed Records, 79

WidoviTS ' Relinquisl-iment and Selection, 139

Insanity Docket (Co. Ct. ), 108

Insanitj,'- Record (Co. Ct. ), 105
Record of Iioney Received (Trcas.), 195
Register of Fees - Examination of Applicants

for Certificates, 200
Physician, Veterinarian and Dentist Record, 50

Affidavits for Tax Deeds, 29
Bond Re core (Sale of Real Estate), 133

Tax Deedc 30

Bonds of Officials, 57

County lYarrants Cancelled, 4

Jury Script (Insane), 6 7

Complaint Docket (Ed. of Rev.),
Board of Review, 185

186

1900-1909

1900-1920 Real Estate (Schedule of Assessments for
Road Repairs), 20





80

Chronological Index

1902—
1902—
1903—
1903—
1905—
1906—
1903-
1909—

Birth and Death Report 'nYarrants (Account Boo]:), 66

Reports of Comity Officers, 13

Juror^s Certificates (Stubs), 5

Teachers' Record, 201
Conservator's Record, 130

Record of Siurmmry of Taxes, 187

Register of Cour.ty Orders Coimtersigned by Treasurer,
Guardian's and Conservator's Foe Book, 152

19

1910-1919

1910—
1913—
1914-26
1914—
1914—
1914—
1915—
1915—
1915—
1916—
1916—
1917—
1918—
1919-25
1919—
1919—
1919—

Inheritance Tax Record, 121

Register of Certificates of Registered Nurses, 48
Index to Teachers' Permanent Record, 203
Teachers ' Permanent Record, 202

Settlement of Assessors (Dog License), 54

Sheriff's Fee Book, 182

County liighimy Claims, 8

Drainage Record, 208
Optometry Record, 49
Birth Index, 32

Death Index (and Stillbirths), 36

Abstract of Votes, 56

Mothers and Blind Pensions, 111
Ledger (Co. CI]:. )» 64
Brovm Countj' Claims, 7

Drainage and Levee, 209
Ledger (County Farm), 6

1922-1929

1922—.
1922—.
1925—.
1927-30
1927—,
1927—.
1929—.

Bond Register (Court and Officials), 175

Real Estate Record, 82

Attorney's Receipt for B^pers (Co. Ct. ), 115

Jail Record, 101
Conservators' Repoi'ts, 145

Judgment Record by Confession, 104

Forfeited Tax and Settlement Record, 192

1930—.

1930—
1931—
1932—
1933—
1934—
1935—
1937—

Record of Registration of Teachers' Certificates, 204
Circuit Court Day Book (Casla Book, 178

Certificate of Burial of United States Veterans, 40

y.otor f^iel Tax, 9

School District Record, 205

Personal Property Abatement Record, 193

Verdict of J'-iry (Cor.), 184
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Chronological Index

Church, School and Cerietcry Map of Brovd County, 89

lit, Sterlinr, Illinois (llap), 95

Ripley Tovmship ('-'ap), 93

School riap of Coopersto-wn Township, 91

ToviT.ship Llaps, 92

Tovmships of Buckhorn, Ripley, Lee, Lit. Sterling,

Versailles, and Cooperstovm, 90

Versailles Toimship (I'-v'ip), 94
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SUi3JECT IITDKX

(Figures refer to entry niuribers unless page is specified)

Abatement
Lists,
Record, Personal property.

Abbreviations and symbols
used in inventory,

p. 12,

Abstracts
- of assessmonts and

taxes,
- Ox votes, see Election

Accoucheurs, Register of.

Account (s), see also Cash;

Fimd; Ledger; Re-
ceipts and ex-

penditures
Administrators*, see

Administrator
- of births and deaths,
- mth county clerk,

collector's and
treasurer's,

- School,
- Treasurer's,

Adjustments of estate claims,

Adi.iinistrator (s), see also
Estate; Probate court

Accounts,
Bonds, 122, 126,

Additional,
- to collect.
- for sale of real

estate,
non,

122-

Dg bonis
Letters,
Oaths

,

Petitions,

126,

126,
- with vd.ll annexed.

Adoption
Decrees,
Documents,

Affida-/it(s)
- in chancery,
- of claims against estate,
- in drainage proceedings,
- for tax deeds, 28,

.'itness.

Register of.

69, 9G, 154,

Agreements in foreclosure
proceedings.

Aliens, see Naturalization

Applications
22 - for ballots, see Election

193 - for marriage licenses,
see License

Teachers', 199, 200
13 Appointment (s)

- in probate, see under
title of appointee

21 - of road supervisors, 1
Appraisement of estates, 127

47 Petitions for, 139
Record, 136

Appraisers
Appointment of, 127, 134
Bills, 136
Estimates, 121
Oaths, 136

66 Articles of incorporation, 69, 73

Assessments, see Tax
Assessor

65 County, see Supervisor
205 of assessments
194 Tovmship
116 Bond record, 60

Settlement (dog tax), 54

Assignment (s)

143 - of claims against estate, 123
134 - of judgments, 162

134 Attorney (s)

134 Povrer of. See Power of

attorney
153 Receipts for papers, 115
134 State's, see State's
134 attorney
126

134 Bail
134 Bonds, see Bonds

Records, 159
69 Ballots, see Election

100 Bar docket, 168
Bills

156 Appraisers', 136
123 - against county, 70

208 - for divorce, 156
29 - of sale

162 Estate, 150
114 Personal property,

^
141

Births, see also Vital
162 statistics

Account of, 66





Subject Index

Blind pension, see Pensions

Board
Cemetery, reports of,

- of review, see Review
School, see School
- of supervisors, see

Supervisors
Bond(s)

Assessors' - record.

Bail,
Gollactors', toi/mship,

- for dog license.
Constables', Record,
Contractors »,

- in Goimty court.

Justices', Record
Official,

Docket of.

Register,
- of officials

County,
School,
TOTOI,

F&rtition,
Power of attorney,
- of probate appointees,

see under title
of appointee

Probation,
Recognizance,

Record,

Replevin,
Brovm County

Area, p. 4

Boxmdaries, p. 5, 4
Establishment of, p. 3

Iviip of.

Origin of name, p, 3

Population, p, 4
Settlement of, p, 3

Tovmsiiip ^overnnent
adopted, p, 15

Bucldiorn tovmship, map of.

Burial certificates,
veterans'.





Subject Index
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Circuit court (cont.)

Dockets
Bar, 168

Clerk's, 167

Execution, 170
Judges', 166
Judgnent, 169

I.'echanic's liens, 171

Fee book (court costs), 172

Files
Chancery, 156
CoinrAon law, 154
Criminal, 159

Index to, 158
Execution, 163

First tern of, p, 4
Jurisdiction and f\jnc-

tions of, p, 5, 50
Plaintiff- defendant index, 153
Records

Chancery, 157, 164

Coirmon law, 155, 164
Criminal, 150, 164

Index to, 158

Default, 161
Foreclosure, 162

Recognizance, 174
Citations in circuit court, 156
Civil, see Comon law under

County court. Cir-
cuit court

Claim(s)
- against county, 1, 7

- against estates,

116, 120, 122, 123
Highway, 8, 70
Motor fuel tax, 9

Clerk(s)
County, see County clerk
- of courts, see under name

of specific court
Docket, circuit court, 167
- of election, 55

Cognovit, see Narr
Collection of taxes, see Tax
Collector(s)

County'

Accounts
- with county clerk, 65
- vri. th county treas-

urer, 194
Bonds, 60
Books (lists of taxable

property) , 22
Duties and functions of,

p. 63, 64

Collector(s) (cont.)
Tovjnship

Accounts with coxmty
collector 108, 189

Bonds

,

86

Credit and settlement
record, 190

Summary of taxes, 187

C ommi s s i oner ( s

)

County, see County
comriiis si oners

Drainage, see Drainage
Highway, see Highway
School, see School

Commitment of insane, 102
Committees, board of super-

visors, reports, 1
Common law, see Circuit

court; Coxmty court
Complaint(s)

- before justices, 159

Docket, 186
Confession, Judgment bjr, 104, 106
Conservator(s) , see also

Estate; Probate
court

Discharge, orders of, 132
Fee book, 152
Records (bonds, letters,

oaths, petitions),
130-132

Reports, 145
Constables

Appointments, 1
Bonds, 59

Contracts
County, 10, 69
- in foreclosure "

proceedings, 162
Teachers', 205

Contractors' bonds, 10
Conveyances

Entry book, 71
Record of, 75

Index to, 74
Cooperstown tov.iiship, maps, 90, 91
Copartnership inventory

appraisal record, 137
C oroner (s)

Duties and powers of,

p. 6, 59

Inqussts, 173, 184
Inquisition, Record of, 173
Office, p. 11





Subject Index
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Coroner(s) (cent.)
Records,
Reports

,

County board of supervisors^
see Supervisors

Countj'' collector, see
Collector

County clerk(s)
Duties and powers^

p. 5-8, 19-22

Ex-officio clerk
- of county court,

p. 6, 38
- of probate court,

p. 6, 43

First incumbent, p. 4

Ledger,
Office, p. 10

County commissioners' court
Early terms of, p. 4

Establishment, p. 14
Record,

County court
Clerk, duties of, p. 37, 38

Dockets
Execution,
Insanity,
Judge ' s

,

Judgment,
Justice of the peace.

Fee books (court costs).
Files

Adoption,
Common law and criminal.
Insanity,
Miscellaneous

,

First session of, p, 4

Jurisdiction and functions
of, p. 6, 37, 38

Record(s)
Common law and criminal.

Index to.

Default,
Dependent and delinquent.
Fine,
Insanity,
Judgment

,

- by confession.
Miscellaneous,
Recognizance,

County department of public
welfare, see Pub-

lic welfare
Coimty farm, see also Public

welfare
Ledger,
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Subiect Index

156

Defendant's EOiswers

(circuit court), 154

Delinquent child, see Juvenile

Delinquent taxes, see Tax

Dentists' certificates, 47, 50

Dependent child, sec Juvenile

Disbursements, see Receipts
and expenditures

District, school, see School

Divorce bills.

Docket
Court, see under name of

specific court;

also under name
of docket

- of rates and amounts
wanted.

Doctors, see Physicians

Dog license (s)

Bond for collection of,

List of.

Drainage
Commissioners
Duties and powers of,

p. 7, 73

Papers, 209

Records, 1, 208

15

60, 61

54

1, 56

55

73

55

1

92

208

71

Education, see School

Election(s)
Abstract of votes.
Applications for ballots.
Certificates, trustees'.

Petitions, nomination.
Precincts, record of,

- of school board, see School

Elkliom township, map of.

Engineers' reports in drainage
proceedings.

Entry book of conveyances.
Equalization of taxes, see Tax
Estate (s), see also adminis-

trator; Conservator;
Executor; Guardian;
Probate court; Real

estate

Appraisement of, 127, 136

Petitions for, 139

Claims against,

116, 120, 122, 123
Dockets

Guardian,
Probate,

Inventories of.

Ledger,
Report record.
Sale of - property.

149

105, 150

135, 137, 138
143
144

140-142

Estray record, 53

Execution(s), 163

Docket (s)

Circuit court, 170

County court, 107

Sheriff's, 180

Executor(s), see also Es-

tates; Probate court

Oaths, 124

Record (bonds, letters,

oaths, petitions), 127

Expenditures, see also
Receipts

School, account of, 205

Explanatory notes to inven-
tory, p. 13

Fee books, court, see under
name of specific

court

Fees
Register of

County clerk's, 63

Teachers', 200

Findings and orders,
insanity, 103

Fines, record of, 97

Foreclosure record, 162

Foreign mortgages, see

Mortgage
Forfeiture records, 23, 26, 192

Fund(s), see also Ac-
count; Cash; Led-

ger; Receipts and
expenditures

Highway, claims against, 8, 70

Motor fuel tax, claims
against.

School, 197,

Glass, J. B., estate.
Grantor-grantee index,

Guardian(s), see also
Estate; Minors;

Probate court

Bonds,

Estate docket.

Fee book.
Inventory record.

Letters,
Oaths,

Petitions,

Habeas corpus, writs
of.

9

206

123
74

128, 129

149

152
138

128, 129

129

128, 129

96, 154, 156
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Subject Index

Highway (s), see also Road
ConU'dssioners, duties

of, p. 70

County superintendent
of, see Superintendent

I'\inds, see Fund
Resolutions, 70

Incorporation, articles





Subject Index
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Ledger, see also Accouaatj

Cash; Fund; Receipts
and expenditures

Estate, 1-13

School fund, 197

Lee toivnship, map of, 90, 92

Letters
- of probate appointment,

see under title of

appointee
- testamentary used as

evidence, 162

Levee districts, record, 208

Levj.'

Certificates of, 73, 84, 122

Rates of, on taxable
property, 1, 15

Licenses, see also Certifi-
cates

Dog
Bond of collectors of GO, 61

List of.

Marriage,
Applications for.

Record of.

Liens, mechanic's. Docket of.

Lots, see also Lands; Real

estate
To\vn, Index to.

54
41
45

1

171

88

39

95

I'laps, see also Plats
Cemeteries, churches, and

schools,
Ht, Sterling,
Toivnship,

Llarriage, see Vital sta-
tistics

riaster in chancery
Certificates

- of levy,
- of sale and redemp-

tion, 73, 85

Reports,
- of sale and distribu-

tion,

Mechanic's lien dochet,

rdnors, see also Guardian;
Juvenile

NaturalizatiojL
Minutes, see also Proceed-

ings
Board of review,

Covrnty board of super-
visors.

Minutes (cont.

)

School board,

Lliscellaneous
Deeds,
Documents

County clerk.

Probate court.

Recorder,
Records

County clerk.
Probate court.

Recorder,
Missouri tovmship,

map of.

Mittimus writs.
Mortgage (s)

Chattel,
Entries of.

Index to.

Real estate
Foreign,
Record, 73,

Releases, 72,

Mothers' pension, see

Pension
Motions for new trial

(circuit court).

Motor fuel tax fund,

claims against
Mt, Sterling

Chosen as county seat,

p. 4

I/ap of.

205

72

70

122

72

69
134
73

92

96

75, 83
71

74

82

80, 109

76, 81

154

9

90

-94





Sutject Index
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Oath(s)
- for citizenship, see

naturalization
- of county officers, see

Officers
- of probate appointees,

see under title of

appointee

Objections to taxes, see Tax

Officer (s)

Coimty
Oaths, 62, G9

Reports, 1, 15

Probation
Appointed by county

board of

supenrisors,

p. 8

Duties and poTwers of,

p. 56

Tov.iiship

Settleinent with county
collector,

138, 189

Offices, county
Appointive and elec-

tive, p. 8

Location and description of,

p. 10, 11

Officials
County, Bonds of.

School
Bonds,

Register,
To^.m, Bonds of.

Optometry record.
Orders

:

Goiontv, see also \7arrants

Countersigned by
treasurer.

Register of.

Court, see also Decree
Chancery,
Common lavj-, 97, 154
Criminal, 97, 159
- in delinquency and

dependency cases, 97
- in drainage proceed-

ings,

208, 209
- in insanity cases, 102, 103

Probate,

118, 119, 128, 130, 131
- of discharge of

appointee, 129, 132
- of reversal, 156

57, 69

205
205
57

49

196

5

156

Orders
Court (cont,

)

- to sell personal
property,

- to sell real estate,

- to pay claims.

Organization
Certificates,
- of tovmships.

Partition bonds, see Bonds

Patent register.

Pea Ridge to-v\aiship, map of.

Pensions, see also Public
vrelfare

Blind,
Hothers',

People's index, see Index

Personal property
Abatement record.

Assessment of, see Tax

Inventory of, 137,

Sale of

Bills,
Orders for.

Petitions for.

Private - record.

Petitions
- for adoption,
- for appraisement of

estate,
- in chancery,
- for citizenship, see

Natioralization
- for commitment to in-

sane institutions
- in drainage proceed-

ings.

Election,
- for probate appoint-

ments, see under
title of

appointee
- for record of vfill,

- for sale of personal
property,

- for sals of real
estate.

Physicians
Certificates,

Register,
Plaintiff-defendant index

Circuit court.

County court.

142

140
1

73

1

51

92

111
111

193

138, 141

141
142

141, 142

142

69

139
156

, 102

208, 209
55

46

124

141, 142

140

, 47, 50

47

153
98





Subject Index

90

Plats, seo also liaps

Road,
"

70
- of school districts, 68, 70

Pleas, cornuon law, 154

Pov.-er of attorney-
Bonds, 175

ropers, 73

Praecipe for record, 154
Prisoners, see Jail
Private sale record, personal

property, 142

Probate
Court, see also Adininistra-

tor; Conservator; Es-
tate; Executor;

Guardian
Clerk of, p. 43
Dockets

Clerk's,
Estate, 105,

Judge's,
Judgment,

Index to.

Fee books, 151,
Files, 116,

Index to (116),

First terra of, p, 4

Journal,
Jvirisdiction and func-

tions of, p, 43

Record (s),

- of claiins,

Ivlisce llano ous.
Jurisdiction in county

court, p. 38, 43

Probation
Bonds, see Bonds
Officer, sec Officer
Records,

Proceedings, see also I'dnutes

County board of super-
visors.

Court, see Records under
name of specific

court
Inheritance Tax,

School board.
Process docket, sheriff's.
Proof of death.
Public sale record, personal

property.

146

150
105

147
148
152
122

117

119

118
120
134

160

121
205
179
124

141

Public vrelfare, see also
County farm; Feeble-
minded; Insanity;

Juvenile; Pensions
CoxxrAj department of

Duties and po%vers,

p. 7, 74, 75

Establishment, p, 74

County superintendent of,

see S uper intendent
Purchase

Affidavits of.

Certificates of.

28

27

Quitclaim deods. 72, 76, 77

Railroad
Tax book, see Tax
Valuations,

Rate(s)
Docket,
- of levy.

Real estate, see also
Estate; Land; Lots

Assessment of, see Tax
Inventories, 135, 137,

Mortgage, see i.Iortgage

Sale of

Bonds for.

Petitions and orders
for.

Taxes, see Tax
Receipts

Attorneys ',

- and expenditures, see

also Account; Cash;

Fuiid; Ledger
County clerk's.
County farm.
County superinten.d"«

ent of schools,
Esta-fee,

Treasurer's record of.

Inheritance Tax,

Sheriff's,
Recognizance records

Circuit court.

County court.

Recorder
Duties and powers

of, p. 7, 32, 33

Office, p. 10

15

15

1

133

140

115

63, 64
6

206

144

195
121

63

174
97





Subject Index
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72,

Records
Housing, care, and acces-

sibility of, p. 10,

Legislation concerning, p.
Redemption

Certificates
Master • s.

Sheriff's,
Record,

Release
Orders of, insanity

cases.

Records (mortgage).

Relief, see County fam;
Juvenile; Pension;
Public welfare

Relinquishment, rn.do\.-s',

see "'idow

Repairs
Drainage,
Road,

Replevin bonds, see Bond
Replications (circuit court),

Resolutions
- of board of supervisors,

Highvjay,

Reviev."-, Board of
Coiiiplaint docket.

Duties and functions
of, p. 62, 63

Kinutes,
Ripley tovmship, maps of,

Road(s), see also iiighv/ay

Assessments, see Tax
District boundaries,
plats.

Repairs,
Supervisors, appointments

of,

Sale(s)
Bills (estate),
Certificates of

Master ' s.

Sheriff's,
- of property (probate)

Administrators' bonds
for.

Petitions and orders
for.

Record
Private,
Public,

Reports of, master's,
- of school lands, see School

Tax, see Tax

Schedules, tax, see Assess-
ments under Tax

11 School (s)

8 Board elections, 205
Commissioner's record, 199

District record, 205

73, 85 Funds, see Fxmd
73, 84 Lands, sale of, 70, 198

23 Maps
Brovm county, 89

Cooperstovm. toiA-nship, 91

102 Plats,' 68, 70

76, 81 Tax, see Tax
Teachers, see Teachers
Trustees, appointment of, 1

Script, used for jury pay-
ment, 67

Sectional index (recorder), 87

Selection, mdovj-s', see





Subject Index
92

Superintendent
- of hi^h-vmys. County (cont.)

Duties ar-d po^'ers

of, p. 7, 70, 71

Office of, p. 11
- of public vrelfare. County

Appointed by county
board of super-
visors, p. 7, 3,

Functions oJ 7, 74,

74

7i3

- of schools. County
Duties and powers

of, p. 6, 67, 63

Office of, p. 11

Register of applicants
for teachers'
certificates, 199

Reports
- to county board

of supervisors, 206
- of sale of school

lands, 70, 193

Supervisor of assessments
(County assessor)

Bonds, 60
Books (lists of taxable

property), 16

Duties and povrers of, p. 62

Supervisors
County board of

Acting as board of
reviev;, p. 5, 62

Claims allov.'ed.

Contracts approved.

Duties and pov/ers

of, p/5, 14-16
First meeting of, p. 4

Record,
Resolutions,

Tovmship, reports.
Road, see Road

Surveyor (s

)

Appointed by board of
supervisors, p. 8, 72

Duties and pov/ers

df, p. 7, 72

Election, p. 72

Record, 207

7

10

1

2

70

Tax(es

)





Subject Inde::

Tax(es )
(cont.

)

Telephone book (list of

taxable property),
- vranted, docket.

Teacher (s
)

Applications, Register of.

Certificates, Reftister of,

201,

Contracts,
Permanent record.

Index to.

Reports,
Telephone and belegraph

tax book,
Tovmship

Collectors, see Collector
Llaps, sec? Laps
Officers, see Officers
Ori'^anization,

Offices, appointive and
elective, p. 8

plan of government, p. 5, 15

Treasurer, see Treasurer
Transcripts, Justice of peace.

Treasurer
County

Accounts,
- with county clerk,

Tovmship collec-
tors ' - with.

Duties and powers
of, p. 5, 65, 66

Ex-officio county col-

19

15

200

204
205
202

203

205

19

155

194
65

138

lector and super-




















