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PORSWORD

The Inventory of County Archives of Illinoi s is one of a number of

bibliographies of historical material prepared throughout the United

States hy workers on the Historical Records Survey of the Works Progress

Administration, Tlie publication herewith presented, an inventory of the

archives of Morgan County, is number 69 of the Illinois series*

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 1935-

36 for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed

historians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. In

carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile inven-

tories of historical materials, particularly the unpublished government

documents and records which are basic in the administration of local

government, and which provide invaluable data for students of political,

economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith presented is

intended to meet the requirements of day-to-day administration by the

officials of the county, and also the needs of lav/yers, business men and

other citizens who require facts from the public records for the proper

conduct of their affairs. The volume is so designed that it can be used

by the historian in his research in unprinted sources in the same way he

uses the library card catalog for printed sources.

The inventories produced by The Historical Records Survey attempt to

do more than give merely a list of records - they attempt further to sketch

in the historical background of the county or other unit of government, and

to describe precisely and in detail the organization and functions of the

government agencies whose records they list. The county, town, and other

local inventories for the entire country will, when completed, constitute

an encyclopedia of local government as well as a bibliography of local

archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of The Historical Records Survey,

even in a single county, would not be possible without the support of pub-

^ lie officials, historical and legal specialists, and many other groups in

the community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged.

5
The Survey was organized and has been directed by Luther H, Evans, and

R operates as a nation-wide project in the Division of Professional and Ser-

r\< vice Projects, of which Florence Kerr, Assistant Administrator, is in

' ^charge

.

•j;^ P. C. Harrington

JK Administrator





PREFACE

The Historical Records Survey was initiated as a nation-wide under-

taking in January 1936, as part of the Federal Writers' Project of the

Works Progress Administration, In Illinois the Survey "became an inde-

pendent unit in August 1936, "but continued to operate as a part of the

nation-wide project under the technical supervision of Dr. Luther H« Evans,

National Director, and under the administrative supervision of the Division

of Professional and Service Projects. Alston G, Field and Howard E, Colgan

were the first two state directors, the former serving until Novomher 1,

1937, and the latter to May 16, 1939.

In compiling this Inventory of the Archives of Morgan County, the

Survey has sought to locate, describe, and classify all extant county rec-

ords and to make them more easily accessible to county officials, the

general public, and research workers. It is helieved that this Inventory

will he useful in the preservation of this valuable material, and as a

guide to the archives wherein may he found so much important information in

the field of history, sociology, political science, and economics. While

some historians have realized this for many years, the general public has

never been made aware of the intrinsic vrorth of this material. In the

official documents of Morgan County are found the materials of another

chapter in the story of the coming into the Illinois wilderness of settlers

who created a territory and the rudiments of a simple frontier government,

bought and sold land, built roads, established schools, and later founded

a state.

The Historical Records S\irvey has proved to bo of considerable
assistance to local and county governments in Illinois. Records have been
rearranged and made more accessible, material believed to be lost has been
located, indexing projects have been fostered, and county officials have
been encouraged and induced to provide new equipment for their offices and
better storage space for the records.

In addition, the program of the Survey has been planned to dovetail
with the long range plans of the State of Illinois for the care of state and
local archives. For example, the first step in the Illinois program, the

removal of all state records to a new Archives Building, has been materially
aided by the preparation of preliminary inventories by survey workers for

the various state departments. Furthermore, the program of the State for
the preservation of coxinty records, including the making of microphotographic
copies of all important historical documents, obviously presupposes in-

ventories such as The Historical Records Survey is now making.

The inventories being compiled by The Historical Records Survey also

make possible for the first time a scientific study of the whole question of

record destruction. Under Illinois law no records may be destroyed without
specific enabling legislation. This provision, together with the tremendous
increase in the quantity of records in recent years, has made it impossible
for either the state or the counties to take care of the documents adequately.
Hence, a certain amount of record destruction has been inevitable. If, as





seems provable, a study of these inventories should lead to the enactment
of adequate and sensible legislation governing the disposition of public
records* these compilations may prove to be the most important contribution
of the Survey,

Preliminary work on the Survey of records in Morgan County, the sixty-
ninth county on the alphabetically arranged list of the one h-ondred and two

counties in Illinois, was begun April 17, 1936 and finished as far as
possible March 31, 1937. The initial inventory was taken by Winfrod E»

Marine and A. Ralph Cisne under the supervision of V. C, Karcher, Recheck-
ing was started Janiiarj' 16, and completed July 15, 1938, under the super-
vision of Kenneth C. Blood. Abstracting and transcribing of county board
records was started June 1, 1938 and completed January 1, 1939. This work
was later supplemented by thorough research into the laws, as well as other
county records, in order to trace fully the development of the county
commissioners' form of government.

The inventory was prepared for publication by the state editorial staff
of The Historical Records Survey at Chicago, under the supervision of
Herbert R. Riflcind, Preparation of the part B of the inventory was under
the supervision of Kathleen Summitt. Irving E, Barnett, assisted by Katherine
D, Holmgren, supervised the prepsiration of the legal essays. The format of
the Inventory was prepared and collated under the supervision of Edward J,
McDonough. Typing, stencil cutting, and mimeographing were supervised by
Dorothy V, Herold. In addition, too much credit cannot be given to the
other members of the editorial, research, and typing staffs for their in-
telligent and diligent cooperation in the compilation of this Inventoiy,

All of the officers of Morgan County cooperated in every possible way
with the workers, and grateful acknowledgment of their aid is hereby made.
I also wish to express appreciation for the assistance rendered by the
officers of the Illinois State Library, and by the officials of the Illinois
Works Progress Administration, and the Federal Writers' Project. For the
cover design we are indebted to the Federal Art Project, Chicago, Illinois.

The various units of the Inventory of County Archives of Illinois will
be available for distribution to governmental offices, libraries, schools,
and historical societies in Illinois, and libraries and governmental
agencies in other states. Requests for information concerning paxticular
units of the Inventory should be addressed to the State Director.

(foYol S. Van do Woestyne (/
State Director

June 30, 1939 The Historical Records Survey
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(First entry, p. 71)

1. HISTORICAL SKETCH

Location and Terrain

Morgan County, situated in the rrest central portion of Illinois, in-

cluded at the time of its creation in 1823, the counties of Cass and Scott,

The northern "boundary, originally the Sangamon River, is now formed "by the

Cass County line; its eastern toundary by the Sangamon County line. On the

south are ftlacoupin and Greene Coiantics. The Illinois River, originally the

entire western "boundary of the county, now separates Morgrji from the two

adjacent counties west of the river, Pike and Bro'-m, only in the extreme

northwestern portion; the greater part of the western "boundary of i'iorgan

is formed "by the irregular line of Scott County. Morgan County lies in

the fertile and "beautiful region famous from pioneer days as the "Sangamon

Country,"

Along the Illinois River, the land for several miles "back is low and

once was a tangle of swajnps su"bject to seasonal floods. The "building of

levees and the esta"blishment of drainage systems have reduced the flood

hazard and reclaimed a portion of the land for use. Meredosia Lake, fed

"by springs, empties into the river in the far northwestern corner of the

county.

At the edge of the low lands a narrow line of wooded "bluffs runs the

entire length of the county. Although much of the once plentiful tim'ber

has disappeared, the ravines and steep slopes are still wooded with some

of the native trees which furnished the early settlers with material for

their homes and public buildings. Black, red, and white oak, soft and

sugar maple, black and white walnut, ironwood, linden, and the beautiful

redbud, as well as other species, grow here.

East of the bluffs, the rolling, fertile prairie stretches to the

Sangamon line and beyond. To the south, the county becomes gradually
more broken -until, toward the south^-ze stern corner of the county, it is

picturesquely rough and hilly.

Numerous creeks, flowing toward the Illinois River, water the land.

Willow Creek and Coon Run drain the northnestern portion of the county,

and Indian Creek sind its tributaries flov/ through the northern section,

Mauvaisterre crosses almost the entire county; Walnut sind Sandy Creeks

are in the west; and Coal Creek and Apple Creek with their tributaries
drain the southern section of the county. These streams, with the open
water they provided for stock, the drainage for the land, and the timber

that in places clothed their banks, made this region inviting for the

pioneers and hence played an importeuit part in the early settlement of
the county.

Early Settlements

Among the earliest white settlers in Morgan, were the families of

Elisha and Seymour Kellogg who came from the east and. settled at the head





Historical Sketch (First entry, p, 71)

of Mau:\raisterre Creek in the late autumn of 1819,^ About the same time,
on October 12, 1819, the New York Emigration Society \vas organized for
the purpose of finding desirable locations for prospective settlers.
An exploring coinmittee consisting of David Berdan, Isaac Fort Roe, and
George Nixon were appointed to proceed to the states of Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois and, having selected the boat location, to purchase land
for the society*s subscribers* While in. Morgan County, tho committee
became impressed with a location they named Diamond Grove.2 This site,

about tiTo miles southwest from Jacksonville and surrounded on all sides
by prairie, comprised on eminence bearing about eight hundred acres in
timber. Hero Roe made his settlement early in 1820, while the rest of
tho coTiimittee started back for Nov/ York as planned.^ In the spring of
the scoae year more settlers arrived including Dr, George Cadwell, the
first physician in the county and later prominent in its political
affairs,^ With the fame of the "Sajigamon Country" spreading rapidly,

settlers began to arrive in such increasing numbers that by 1850 the
population within Morgan County vra.s 13,281,°

Organization of County Government

MorgaxL County, naiaed for General Daniel Morgan, a famous officer in
the Revolutionary War, was created by a legislative act approved Jaoiuary

31, 1823.° Prior to its formation the area of Morgan County was, success—

1, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois (and History of Morgan County),
ed, Netvton Bateman, Paul Selbyj Morgan County, ed, William F. Short
(Chicago: Munsell Publishing Co., 1906), p, 645,646.

2, History of Morgan County (Chicago: Donnelley, Loyd Co., 1875), p»
267-269. Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p, 646,

3, History'- of ^iorgan County , p, 269.

4, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p. 646.

5, J, M, Peck, A Guide for Emigrants Containing Sketches of Illinois ,

Missouri and the Adjacent Parts (Boston; Lincoln and Edmands, 1851),

p, 300-502.

6, L«1825 , p, 109, "Beginning at the northwest corner of Greene County,
"tlience east to the range line between seven and eight vrest of the
third principal meridian, thence northerly along the middle of the
prairie that divides the waters of the Sangamon from those of Apple
Creek, lfe.uvaisterro and Indian Creeks, until it arrives to the middle
of range eight, thence north to the middle of the main channel of the
Sangamon River, thence down said channel to middle of the main channel
of the Illinois River, thence down said last mentioned channel to
the place of beginning • , #"
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ively, in the counties of St. Clciir, Madison, Sangamon, and Greene, and

included a tract fror. ivhich the counties of Scott and Cass later were
formed. The act establishing Greene County approved January 20, 1821, at-

tached the region which later became almost all of Morgan, part of Cass,

and all of Scott and Hacoupin to Greene "... for all purposes, until

other\Tise disposed of by the General Assembly • • #"1

The enabling act for Ilorgan specified that an election wr.s to be held

in the house of G. Sv'i'lnerton to elect commissionors, a sheriff, and a

coroner, and appointed Joseph Klein, Jolin Clark, cjid Daniel Lcile as judges

of the election. It also appointed Samuel Bricta\7, John Clark, and Henry

Fohncstock as comnissioncrs to fix a temporary seat of justicej included

the new county iix the first judicial circuit, cjid provided that it should

bo a part of the senatorial and representative district with Greene Coimty.^

For a temporary scat of justice, the commissioners selected a location

about eight miles vfect of the present city of Jacksonville v;-hich vra.s called

"Olmstcad's Mounds."^ Tliree years later, on January 6, 1825, the legislature

passed an act to locate a permanent ^eat of justice for Morgan County, ap-

pointing Join HoT-'ard, Abraham Prickett, and Jolm T. Lusk of Madison County
as comi.iissioners. The act required that a donation of twenty acres of land

be made by the ov.Tiers of the site chosen unless the site belonged to the

Federal government, in which case it vra.s to be acquired by purchase*'^ The

commissi oners decided on a tract owned by Thomas Arnett and Isaac Dial,

The avmers exceeded the requirement of the act by ceding forty acres to

the county for the piirpose of erecting public buildings,^ The navr county

seat vra.s named Jacksonville in honor of General Andrev,'- Jackson.

On Februarj'^ 12, 1835, the boimdary question between the counties of

Sangamon and Morgan t.tis settledj^ on March 3, 1837, Cass County w-as taken

from Morganj7 and on February 16, 1839, Scott County \nxs formed from Morgan;^

Those vfere the major changes in the original boundaries. An attempt vras made

in 1843 to take parts of Morgan, Greene, and Macoupin counties and form a nev,r

county,^ An act creating tho nev; county and naming it Benton vras approved by

1, L.1821 , p. 26,27.

2, L.Tegs' , p, 109.

3, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p. 626,

4, Xll825,„p, 57.

5, History of Morgan County , p, 255,

6, L,1855 , p, 62

7, Lel857 , p. 101,

8, Lel839 , p, 126,
9, House Jdurnal 1842^5 , p, 320,
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the legislatxire on March 4, 1843.-^ Within its proposed "boundaries were

included parts of the present townships of Waverly and Franklin, and all of

Centerville, Nortonville, and Murrayville townships in Morgan County; from

Greene, parts of Roodhouse, Tehall, Wrights, and Ruticon townships, aJid all

of Athensville; from Macoupin County, most of Barr and all of Scottsville

townships.2 However, due to vigorous protests on the part of citizens of

Morgan County,"^ the county of Benton was never formed. The last change in the

"boundaries of Morgan took place in 1845 when a three mile strip, consisting
of the northern tier of townships was attached to Cass County.^ From that

date on the "boundaries of Morgan have remained unchanged tintil the present
time«^ The area of the county is 576 square miles."

At the special election held for that purpose on March 17, 1823, Daniel
Lieb, Peter Conover, and Samuel Bristow were chosen commissioners of the

county commissionors' court, and William B. Green, sheriff. Subsequently,

1. L.1843 , p^ 104.

2. Ibid.

3. House Jo-grnal 1844~45 , p, 258. "Mr. Rawlings presented the petition
of nine hundred and twenty-two voters of Morgan Coxinty, remonstrating
against all divisions of said cotmty, which, without reading, was, on
his motion, referred to the Committee on Co\inties."

4. L.1845 , p. 313.
5. Beginning at the northeast corner of section 4, township 16 north,

range 8 west of the third principal meridian; thence south to the line

between township 16 north, and township 15 north; thence east to the

northeast corner of section 4, township 15 north, range 8 west; thence

south on the line in the middle of the range to a stone set on the line;

thence south, 17 degrees east, 11 miles, 24 chains, and 18 links; thence

south, 3 degrees, and 30 minutes west, ^ miles to the southeast cor-

ner of section 36, township 13 north, range 8 west; thence west to the

southwest comer of section 35, township 13 north, range 11 west; thence

north to the northwest corner of section 26, township 14 north, range 11

west; thence west to the southwest corner of section 21, township 14 north,

range 11 west; thence north to the northwest corner of section 16, town-

ship 14 north, range 11 west; thence to the southwest corner of section

7, township 14 north, range 11 west; thence north to the northwest corner
of section 18, township 15 north, range 11 west; thence west to the

southwest corner of section 7, tovmship 15 north, rnage 12 west; thence
north to the northwest corner of section 6, township 15 north, remge 12
west; thence west to the channel of the Illinois River; thence in a
northerly direction up the channel of the said river to a point directly
west of the township line between township 16 north and township 17 north;

thence east on the said township line to the place of beginning.
6. H, K, Allen, Costs and Services of Local Governments in Selected Illinois

Counties , B\illetin No, 52 (Urbanat University of Illinois, 1936), p. 16.
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Dennis Rockwell was appointed clerk of the court. ^ The first regular
election for county officers was held in August, 1824,: at which time Seymour

Kellogg, Peter Conover, and Daniel Lieb were elected commissioners.

2

The county commissioners* court continued as the administrative body
for Illinois covmties until 1849 when by legislative provision approved
February 12,'^ it was replaced by an administrative county court consisting
of the county judge and two associate justices; the electorate in all
counties, however, had the option of choosing the township form of govern-
ment in preference to the county court. Morgan Covmty voted for the county
court, and. on December 4, 1849, James Berdan, county judge, and David L.

Hodges and Sidney L. Duncan, associate justices, produced their commissions
signed by Governor Augustus C. French and Secretary of State, H» S. Coolcy*'*

The administrative countj' court in turn was superseded by the present board
of county commissioners at an election held November 4, 1873»5

At the present time the county is divided into the following eighteen

election precincts: Alexander, Arcadia, Centerville, Chapin, Concord,

Franklin, Jacksonville, Litcrberry, Lynville, Markham, Meredosia,

Murrayville, Nortonville, Pisgale, Prentice, Sinclair, Waverly, and Woodson,

Between 1850 and 1902, five attefcpts were made by groups of citizens
to change to the township form of government. Petitions were presented to

the county board to put the question to a vote in 1850,® 1850,' 1864,°

1868,9 and 1902.-'-*-' At each of these elections the proposal to change was

defeated.

1, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p. 624,625.

2, Ibid., p. 652.

3, L.1849 , p. 65,66.
4, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. D, p. 295.

5, For members of first board see Roster of County Officers, p. 43.

6, Records of Commissioners' Court, v, D, p. 371.

7, Ibid., V. F, p. 54.

8, Ibid,, p. 380.

9, Ibid., V. G, p. 155.

lOe Ibid,, V. M, p. 365.
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First Public Buildings

The first courthouse in the county was a two-story frame stmicturc
30 by 40 feet built in 1326 at a cost of about $450,^ and situated on
the northwest part of the public square in Jacksonville. On the night
of December 6, 1827 the courthouse with all the records except the deed
record, was destroyed by fire;*^ the latter record was saved by Dennis
Rockwell, the court clerk.

3

A special terra meeting of the county commissioners' court was called
December 17, to consider what action should be taken in the emergency.
Of the three commissioners, only James Deaton and Allen Q,. Lindsey were
present;"* the third commissioner, James G-ilham, was absent. At this
meeting the court ordered its clerk, Dennis Rockwell to certify all county
orders destroyed by the fire. The county treasurer also was ordered. to

pay to the clerk of the court, "out of the first money received by the

treasury, fifty dollars for the purchase of new books and stationer;'."

'Ihe sheriff was given additional time until the fourteenth of the follo\>-

ing month to make his settlement with the court for the taxes assessed
during the year 1827. ^ On. March 6, 1828, the commissioners ordered the
clerk to give notice that contracts for building a courthouse would be
let on April 10, following. Detailed specifications were set forth for
a brick building t\7o stories high and 40 feet square. The woodv/ork was
to be of seasoned v/alnut or oalc, excepting the doors v/hich wore to be of

black or white walnut or cherry. The first story was to have tvro doors
and ten v;indows, and the second story ten windows.

At the meeting of March 22, 1828, the commissioners reconsidered
their plan. "It being represented to the court, that the plan adopted
at the last terra of this court, for the building of a Courthouse for the

County of Morgan, will not meet the views and expectations of the public,

and that a better plan can be adopted without very materially changing the

1» Historical Encylo]jcdia of Illinois , p. 627.

2. Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p. 1.

3. Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p. 627.

4. Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p. 1.

5. Ibid.

6. Ibid., p. 14-16.
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cost of the building* Upon consideration thereof, it is ordered hy the

court, that the order made, fixing a plan for "building a courthouse, and

the order for letting out the building aforesaid, be rescinded and set

aside, "^

The second set of specifications also failed to meet approval and on

January 29, 1829, somewhat changed specifications v/ero finally adopted.

The building v;as to be 45 feet square and tv/o stories high with each story

12 feet high. The walls were to be 18 inches thick for the first story,

with a partition wall 9 inches thick for the second floor,

^

To finance the erection of the coui'thouse and a jail also proposed at

this time, the court, by authority of a legislative act, assessed a special

tax of one percent for the year 1829 on the follouing property: on the

value of all slaves and indentured or registered negro or mulatto servants;

on pleasure carria.ges, distilleries and stock in trade; on all horses,

mares, mules, asses, colts, and neat cattle; on v;atches and their append-

ages, and all other personal property except household furniture, ^ The

total cost of the structure, according to scattered entries in the record,

amounted to $3,315.37^,'^ The contractors were Garrison W. Barry and Henry

Buckley, David Cascbier, William York, A. 3. Dowitt, John Challen, and

Donbar and Blankford,5 The completed courthouse was accepted by the county

commissioners on September 8, 1830.^ This courthouse served the county for

thirty-nine years, until 1869, when it was replaced by the third and present

courthouse,"^

The first .jail in Morgan County was constructed on a lot north of the

square and served ijintil 1833, It was a sturdy structure of square timbers,

with every wall of double thickness, ^ After the completion of the court-

house, the commissioners, on April 18, 1832, entered into a contract with

Abram B. Dewitt to do the stone work, brick, and plastering work on the re-

building of the jail in Jacksonville, 9 with Ebenezer I, Miller to do all

the carpentering and joining work. The total expenditure agreed upon was

$3,108.-'-0 The new jail was completed in 1833^^ and served until 1864,12

1, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p, 18,

2, Ibid,, p, 40.

3, Ibid,, p, 62,

4, Ibid., p. 66,85,139,147,217,251,
5, Ibid.

6, Historical Sncyclopedia of Illinois , p, 628.

7, For description, see Housing, Care, and Accessibility of the Records,

p. 53,

8, Ibid., p, 255,256,260,
9, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p, 266,

10, Ibid,

11, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois , p, 629,

12, Records of Commissioners' Court, v, F, p, 358f
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Up to the 'building of a county poorhouse, the poor were cared for

at agreed rates by private persons under the administration of overseers

appointed for each justice's district,! As early as 1835, the county

commissioners "began to plan for a more efficient system of caring for

the indigents. On Septemher 15 of that year a committee was appointed

to "devise and report to court a system for "better regulation, maintenance

and support of the paupers of this county, and also to draft a plan for

huilding for the o'bject contemplated, "2 However, seven years elapsed he-

fore a contract to huild a poorhouse was let to D. P. Metcalf for $500;

Charles H, Wilson was appointed overseer of the poorhouse and instructed

to "command and take charge" of the present paupers and those who may "be-

come paupers in the future and remove them to the poorhouse,'* An addition

to keep the insane was "built in 1843,5 On March 10, 1866 the county pur-

chased from C. S. Golhra a tract of two hundred acres for the sum of

$12,500.^ The present poor farm is situated four miles north\7est of

Jacksonville,

Further Development of County

Rapid progress was made in the early development of Morgan County, An

interesting description of that development and of the existing facilities

in the county for settlers, is contained in a description "by a contem-

porary writer around 1831:

"Morgan Coxinty is destined to "become one of the richest agricultural

counties in the state , . . In 1821, the tract of country em"braced within

the limits of this county, contained only twenty families. Its population

in 1830 was 13,281 , , . In this county are ahout thirty mills for sawing

and grinding, carried "by animal povver, water and steam. There are two

large steam grist and saw mills, one at Naples, and the other at Beardstown

... Forty-six schools, twenty-six stores, of which eleven are in Jack-

sonville, eighteen physicians, six attorneys, six coal "banks opened, thirty-

five "blacksmiths, two coppersmiths, one tinner, thirty-one carpenters,

fifteen cahinet maimers, five wagon makers, one carriage maker, fifteen

coopers, ten millwrights, ten tanneries, six saddlers, twenty shoemakers,

tv/olve tailors, one cloth dresser, twenty "brickmakers, twenty-nine brick-

layers, six hatters and one college. Also a factory for making cotton

yaxn, which runs one hundred and twenty-six spindles,"'

1, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. 3, p. 33.

2, Ihid,, p, 15.

3, Ibid., V. C, p. 209,
4, Ibid,, p, 207,250.
5, Ibid,, p, 326,
6, County Court Record, v, F, p. 523,

7, J. M. Peck, A Guide for Emigrants Containing Sketches of Illinois
,

Missouri, and the Adjacent Parts (Boston; Lincoln and Edmands, 1831)

,

p. 199,300-302.
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Tax collections increased from $928.68 for the year 1828^ to $3,231.60

for 1834.2 jor 1850, the total tax assessment amovmted to $27,263,40.'^ In

1930, the total assessed valuation of property in Morgan County amounted to

$47,060,864, The tax levy for the same year was $1,126,881.'^

Taxes on ferrys were from $2.00 to $4.00 per year in 1828;^ a license

for a tavern, $5,00,^ The rates charged in taverns as well as by ferry

operators were fixed hy the court. In 1831, $5,00 was charged for a
general store license and $12,50 for a permit to sell clocks,''' On Septem-

ber 5, 1837, a license was issued to a new type of business man, the fore-

ruJiner of the modern travelling salesman, ", , , January Dunlap & Company

licensed to vend, sell and retail goods, wares and merchandise on the rail-

road route from Jacksonville to Meredosia, one year, $6.00,"°

In 1823, the county commissioners established twenty-six road districts

in the county, appointing one supervisor to each district. 9 By 1837 there

were seventy-eight road districts. Usually, the male inhabitants of age

within the districts were required to perform a certain number of days of

road labor per year. But in 1831, an unusual method of assessing road labor

was in use in Morgan County. The inhabitants were called on to perform one

day of labor for every hxindred dollars' worth of property they possessed;

those owning loss than fifty dollai's of taxable property were exempt. 10

Coming of the Railroad

Morgan County is distinguished by the fact that in 1837 it was the

birthplace of the first steam driven railroad in the Mississippi Valley,

the Northern Cross, rvinning from Meredosia to Jacksonville,

The Northern Cross railroad was the first manifestation of the his-

toric Internal Improvement Act passed by the legislature in February,
183711 providing for the construction of a total of 1,341 miles of state

1, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p. 63.

2, Ibid., p. 462.
3, Ibid., v. D, p, 405.
4, H, K. Allen, Costs and Services of Local Governments , p. 16,

5, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p, 22,

6, Ibid,, p. 1,

7, Ibid., p, 208.
8, Ibid,, V, B, p, 204,
9, Ibid., V. A, p. 1-14,

10, Ibid,, p. 196,
11. L,1837 . p, 134,135,
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owned railroads throughout Illinois, The Northern Cross was to extend

"from Quincy to the Indiana state line through Clayton, Mount Sterling,

Meredosia, Jacksonville, Springfield, Decatur, Sydney and Danville,"!
In the spring of 1837, the ground was "broken in Meredosia and construction

started. On November 8, of the following year, the "Rogers," the first

locomotive in Illinois, made a run a few miles out of Moredosia, "Regular

train service between Meredosia and Morgan City, a distance of twelve

miles, was inaugurated on July 8, 1839, hut not without the strenuous

opposition of the stage coach line which paralleled the route. The rail-

way company announced that the train would include 'pleasure cars' for

passengers as well as 'h-orden cars' for freight shipments. The train

tried to make the 12-mile run, with stops, in two hours. At Morgan City

a connection was made with the stage coach line to Jacksonville, and in

advertising the service the company called attention to the fact that the

entire 24-mile trip by rail and stage between Meredosia and Jacksonville

was performed in daylight o"^

The internal improvement plan which burdened the state with a dis-

proportionate debt finally collapsed and one of the results was the auc-

tioning off of the Northern Cross in 1847 to a company of private indi-

viduals for $21,500,'^ The name of that railroad has undergone several

changes; it is now a part of the Wabash system. Beside the Wabash,' other

railroad systems serving the county are the Chicago and Alton and the

Chicago Burlington and Q;uincy, with a total railroad mileage of a little

over 128 miles.

G-rowth of Education

Morgan County early provided for the establishment of institutions of

higher learning. Illinois College, the first in the county, was the in-

spiration of John M, Ellis, a missionary working in the westeiti country.

In 1828 he proceeded to secure subscriptions of cash, books, and materials

for the furtherance of his school. Seven theological students from Yale

University became interested and agreed to undertake the teaching in the

new college and to preach in the surrounding country. They were Theron

Baldwin, John P, Brooks, Mason Grosvenor, Elisha Jenny, William Kirby, Asa
Turner, and Julian M. Sturtevant.5 In 1835, acts were approved by the

legislature incorporating the Illinois College as well as the Jackson-

ville Female Academy, 6 the first girl's seminary in the state, which also

was started at about the same time by John M, Ellis and his wife, Illi-

nois College was the first in the state to graduate a college class,

Richard Yates, later the Civil War Governor of the state, receiving the

first diploma in 1835, Newton Bateman, a graduate of the class of 1843,

1, Carlton J. Corliss, Trails to Rails (Chicago: Compliments of the Illi-

nois Central System, August, 1934), p, 17,18,
2. Ibid., p, 18,
3, Ibid., p. 19.
4. Sixteenth Annual Report of the Illinois Tax Commission, Assessment year

1934 (Printed by authority of the State of Illinois. 1937), p. 562.

5, Illinois College Bulletin , Catalog Number March 1939 (Jacksonville),

XXVII (series 1 No, 3), p. 10.
6. L.1835, p. 177,





- 14 -
Hlstoricsal Sketch (First entry, p. 71)

was later State Superintendent of Public Instruction, being especially

noted for establishing the public school system. He also vias president of

Knox College, at Galesburg, 1875 to 1893, and the editor, together vdth

Paul Selby, of a voluminous historical encyclopedia of Illinois and

histories of many Illinois counties, William Jennings Bryan -was a student

of Illinois College in 1881, Edvard Beecher, brother of Henry Vferd Beecher

and Harriet Beechor Stoi\re, isas the school's first president, A Bostonian,

his conneotions with the intellectual and cultural life of the east; brought

to the college such visitors as Emerson, Thoreau, and Bronson Alcott.l

Illinois College later -was merged -with the Jacksonville Female Acadomy,

Denominationally the collego is associated vfith the Congregational and

Presbyterian Churches ,2

The Illinois Women's Collego vras started in the basement of the

Methodist Church building in Jacksonville in 1847,3 Today, as the

MacMurray College it is recognized as an outstanding college for women.

Common school education progressed as rapidly as higher learning.

As early as 1836 the county commissioners^ on recommendation of John T,

Jones, school commissioner, took the unusual step, for the time, of

ordering the appointment of a board of examiners to pass on the qualifi-

cations of candidates for school teaching positions,* In 1854 a school

tax of $3,95So77 was collected,^ and in 1856, the school tax came to

$11,202,63, In addition, the court made a special appropriation for

school purposes amounting to $23,725,47,6 The total school enrollment

in 1934 was 6,550; school expenses for the same year were $435,823,00,

The value of school property in the county in 1934 was $1,872,034,00,7

Public Welfare

Three state institutions of public welfare are located in Morgan

Coxinty, The Illinois Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb

was first opened in 1845 although iiie act forming it was passed by the

legislature, and approved February 23, 1839,8 Miss D, L, Dix of Morgan

County did much to bring about authorization for the act establishing

the Illinois Hospital for the Insane, appro-rod liJarch 1, 1847,9 On

January 13, 1849, the General Assembly passed "An Act to establish the

1, Illinois College Bulletin, p,- 11,

2, Ibido, p, 12,13.
3, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, p, 704,705,

4, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. B, p, 70.

5, Ibid,, V, E, p, 214,

6, Ibid,, p. 361.
7, Information Pertaining to Farm, Home and Community, Farming Area 5a

(Urbana : University of Illinois, mimeographed, 1936), p. 61,

8, Historical Encyclopedia cf Illinois, p, 732,

9, Ibid,, p. 734,735.
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Illinois Institution for the Education of the Blind»"l A private school
for the blind was first started in Jacksonville in June, 1848 by Samuel
Bacon, a graduate of the Ohio institution for the instruction of the blind.
He was instrumental in bringing about the act establishing it as a state

enterprise, 2 The object and duty of the institution as stated in the act
was to "• • • qualify, as far as possible, that unfortunate class of
persons for the enjoyment of the blessings of free government, obtaining
the means of subsistence, and the discharge of those duties, social and
political, devolving upon American citizens ."S A permanent building isas

occupied in 1854, and after it -was damaged by fire in 1869, -was rebuilt
in 1870«* All three institutions are located in and near Jacksonville.

Morgan County had a population in 1930 of 34,240, slightly less than
the average county population in Illinois, exclusive of Cook County, of
about 36,000.5 More than one-half, 17,747, live in Jacksonville, vAiich

has grown steadily from the population of 2,745 shoim by the earliest
census- of 1850. Jacksonville was incorporated as a to\vn in 1840," and
in 1857 as a city divided into five ivards.7 Among Illinois citios, it

occupies a position of rospect as a center of culture and education, and
as the site of several state benevolent institutions.

The rural farm population of Morgan County constitutes 30.5 percent
of the total. The number of farms in the county in 1935 v/-as 2,266, ac-
counting for 92,5 percent of the land. The value per ftirm in 1930 was

$18,888; ter»nt farmers operated 57.6 percent of the land.^ The princi-
pal crops are com, wheat, and oats.

In 1934, Morgan County was divided into fourteen road districts,
eighteen precincts, and eighteen assessment districts; a total of fifty

administrative districts for the •'/jhole county,

9

1, L,1849, p, 39.
2, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, p. 733,734.
3, L.1849, p. 40

4, Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, p, 733,734,
5, H.K, Allen, Costs and Services of Local Governments, p. 12.

6, L.1839, p, 106; approved February 3, 1840,
7, L.1857, p. 344,
8, Information Pertaining to Farm, Home and Coamunity, p, ^jSjSl. .

9, H,K, Allen, op, cit,, p, 16,
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2. GOVERmiENTAL ORGANIZATION MD RECORDS SYSTEM

Introduction

The coxinty in Illinois is a corporate body^ and an administrative
unit of the state; its governmental organization is at all times largely
an expression of this dual nature.

The growth of the co\mty as a body politic is reflected, in each of

the state's three constitutional periods, in a progressive expansion of

the powers which may by lav/ be exercised by the county board in the crea-

tion of nevf, and the extension of existing, county offices, and in the
extension of the county's role as an agent of the state. Originally, the
county performed but a single important function for the state, that of

collecting its share of the taxes levied within the county. Since then,

however, education, public health, registration of vital statistics,
public assistance, and many similar if less important matters have entered
the province of state control or supervision. To effect this control, new
governmental units, subcounty districts of various types, have come into

existence or have been converted to new purposes; the county, because of

its intermediate position, has become more important as a medium of that
control.

Thus the complete operation of county government in Illinois brings
into play a number of partly distinct authorities. Their relationships,
at any time, are complex. The chajaging governmental organization of

Morgan County, therefore, is easiest traced from the viewpoint of the

major fimctions of co\mty government.

General Administration

General administrative jurisdiction over county business has always

been vested in the county board. Under the first constitution, for all

counties, the county commissioners' court acted as the county board,

2

It was expressly declared to have no original or appellate jurisdiction
in civil or criminal actions, but had all power necessary to the exer-

cise of its jurisdiction in cases concerning the public affairs of the

county collectively, "5 Tho commissioners were constitutional officors,^

1. R.L.1827 , p. 107; R,S,1845
, p, 130; R,S,1874 , p, 306,

2. Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec, 4; L. 1819 , p, 175,176,

3, L.1819 , p. 176.

4, Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec, 4,
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and Records System

and elected;-^ the court existed solely by statutory provision.^ Attached
to it in a ministerial capacity was the independent statutory office of

clerk of the county commissioners' court, ^ at first filled at the appoint-
ment of the court, ^ later by election.

°

Under the second constitution, the newly created county court suc-

ceeded to the position of the county commissioners' court. ^ As on admin-
istrative body,''' it was composed of the county judge, an elected constitu-
tional officer,^ and two justices of the peace, elected at large. 9 Another
new office, that of clerk of the county court, was created to provide it

with a ministerial officer; tho clerk also was elected. '^

The Constitution of 1848 also made provision for a tormship form of

county
.
government under which any county might organize whenever a majority

of the voters of the coiinty at any general election might favor such

action. ^^ An act of 1849 provided that the administrative body in such

counties should consist of a board of supervisors composed of one super-

visor elected from each tov/n for a one-year tcrm.^^ Subsequent legisla-
tion permitted townships meeting certain population requirements to elect

additional supervisors to meet with the board for the transaction of county

business. '•'^ As township organization was never adopted by Morgan County,

the county court was the administrative body in that county during the

second constitutional period.

1. L.1819
, p. 100; L.1821 , p. 100; R.L.1857 , p. 103,104.

2. L.1819 , p. 175.

3. Ibid.

4. Ibid.

5. R.L.1837 . p. 49; L.1845
, p. 28.

61 L.1849
, p. 65.

7. The county court was also a court of law. For its jurisdiction as

such, see Administration of Justice, Courts
, p. 21.

8. Constitution of 1348, Art, V, sec. 17.

9. Ibid., Art. V, sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 65,66.
10. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 63.

11. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 5.

12. L.1849
, p. 192,202.

13. R.S.1874
, p. 1080. Each township having four thousand or more inhabit-

ants was entitled to one additional supervisor and one more for every

two thousand five hundred inhabitants in excess of four thousand
(ibid,).
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In 1870, -when a new constitiition "was adopted, another form of county-

board was provided for counties not electing tovmship organization. This
board vreis to be composed of three officers, styled commissioners, elected
for three»«year terms to transact all county business as provided by law.l

Subsequent legislation granted to the board of county commissioners all
powers and duties formerly exercised by the county court acting in its
administrative capacity, 2 Since 1873, Morgan County has had a board of
county commissioners, who administer the affairs and transact all
business of the coimty.

Concurrent with the changing organization of the county board is an
expansion of its functions without, hovrever, considerable extension
beyond the original jurisdiction conferred upon the county commissioners*
court. The authority of that body extended to the imposition and regu-»

lation of taxes, "^ a limited bixt increasing management of county prop-
erty,4 cmd a grovring fiscal control, stringent in regard to tax collec-
tion,^ sporadic in its check on the expenditures of other county
officers.^ The court additionally had povrer to appoint judges of elec-
tion,"^ select juries, 8 and, with limitations, to provide for the con-
struction and maintenance of roads and bridges. ^ Poor relief1^ and a
tentative supervision of education-^-'- also fell within its general ad-
ministrative jurisdiction.

The effect of subsequent legislation, in the main, has only been to
broaden that jurisdiction. The county board has boen given full power
to purchase, contract for, dispose of, and make regulations concerning
all real and personal property of the county.12 it is ncrw required also
to audit all claims against the county and the accounts of such officers
as are not provided for by law, 13 (Otherwise, the changes in form of the
county board in Morgan County have not materially affected the general
administrative jurisdiction of that body,!^

1. Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec, 6.

2. L.1875..74 , p. 79.

3. L.1819 , p. 175.
4. Ibid,, p. 237,238; L.1842-43 , p, 128.
5. L.1819 , p. 258,318;"i;.1823 , p, 208; R.L.1827 , p. 373,375; R.L.1829 ,

p. 121; L.1842-43 , p. 112; L.1845 , p. 11,12.
6. R.L.1827 , p. 366; L.1831 , p. 175.
7. L.1819 , p. 90.

8. rtid,, p. 255; L.1823 , p. 182.
9. Either by calling on the able-bodied men of the county for labor, or

ty raising bond issues by subscription (L.1819 , p, 333,334,336,337,
343; L.1821 , p. 167; L,1825 , p. 130-33),

10. L.1819 , p. 127; L.1859 , p. 158,159.
11. R.S.1845 , p. 500,501.
12. R.S.1874 , p. 506.
13. I'bid., p. 307.
14. Cf. this running summary with R ,3,1874, p, 306, and R,S,1937, p. 910-12.
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Finances

In Illinois couiaties, there has al'ways been a close relationship be-
tween the taxation processes and fiscal control. Evidence of this circum-
stance, and of the coiurby board's ultimate control in suoh matters,
appears in a resurae of the legal status and duties of the officers involved.

Taxation

The assessment fvmction in taxation "was delegated by the first General
Assembly to the county treasurer, a statutory officer appointed by the
county commissioners' court ••' The administrative body, within statutory
limits, fixed the amount of the le^vy, while the value of many categories
of real and personal property vra.s fixed b^' law; hov/ever, a limited dis-
cretion "was left to the assessing officer.^ In 1825 assessments vrere

made by the county assessor, also an appointee of the county commissioners*
court .^ This duty reverted to the county treasurer in 1827^ and contin-
ued to be vested in that office until 1839, when the General Assembly
provided for the appointment by the county comraissioners* court of
district assessors, not to exceed one in every justice's district*" The
assessment function reverted to the treasurer in 1844^ and has been
vested in that office ever since, 7 with the exception of one year, 1872,
when the county assessor was appointed by the county board, 8 From 1844
to 1872 and from 1873 to the present, the treasurer has had the status
of ox-officio county assessor,^ Today, the principal duties of the
assessor, taken together, are to bring up to date each year the periodic
assessment of real property, to take current lists of, and appraise
personal property and special categories of other property ,10

1, L.1819 , p, 315.

2, Ibid,, p, 513,519; L,1825 , p. 173; L.1859 , p. 4-6; L,1840 , p. 4;

L,1845 , p, 6.

3, L.1825 , p, 173,
4, R,L,1827 , p, 330.

5, L.1839 , p, 4.

6, L,1843 , p. 231.
7, L"«1873-74 , p. 74 j L.1881 , p, 62; L.1898 , p, 36; L,1925, p. 491.

8, TnWl^^, p, 20.

9, L.1843 , p. 231; L.187^^74 , p. 74; L.1881 , p. 62; L.1898 , p. 36;

L.1923 , p. 491,

10, L.1855 , p, 16,17; L.1855 , p, 18,24,55; L.1871-72 , p. 11,14,15,19,23;
L.1873 , p, 51; L,187^ , p, 241*.45; L.1881 , p, 133; L.1885 , p. 234;

L,1895 , p. 300,301; La905, p, 360; L«1915_, p. 568; L.1925 , p. 495,
500; L.1927 , p. 774; L.T931-32 , FirsFSp. Sess,, p. "^t
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The functions which today fall v/ithin the scope of the board of re«
view were originally dispersed and attenuated. In the first constitu-
tional period, it vreis left to interested individuals or parties to re-
port property omitted from assessment; the county commissioners* court
could heaj" appeals from assessments, but there ims no provision for their
equalization by districts, •'• In 1849 when the county commissioners* court
was succeeded by the county court, appeals were made to the latter body,^
In Morgan County the county court continued to exercise this Jurisdiction
until it Avas supplanted in 1873 by a board of three commissioners, in
accordance mth constitutional and statutoi^'- provisions .^ An act of 1872
constituted the board of county commissioners a board of revievr with
authority to assess omitted property, make alterations in the description
of lands of nonresidents, review assessments upon complaint, and equalize
valuations betiveen tovms,'^ The board of county commissioners has retained
this jurisdiction ever since.

The collection function was originally performed in all counties by
the sheriff, an elected constitutional officer,^ Its nature has changed
little since that time. Essentially, the collecting officer collects
taxes according to information originating outside his jurisdiction, pays
over such sums to authorities designated by statute to receive them, and
reports on payments of taxes and delinquencies," In 1839, by a develoj^
ment analogous to tliat v/hich occurred ivlth regard to assessments, the
county board extended its control to appoint a regular county collector .7

A few years later the sheriff again became ex-officio collector^ and has
continued to act in this capacity ever since#9

Coordination of the taxation processes has alv/ays been affected by
the county clerk or his predecessors. The assessment books are made out

by the clerk, and returned to him by the assessor; similarly, the collec-
tor reports on collections on delinquent property; finally, the treasurer's
receipts to the collector for taxes paid come into his possession, and
the centralization of records concerning the basic taxation procedure is

completed,10

1, L,1819 , p, 316; R.L.1827, p, 330; L,1839 , p, 7; L.1843 , p, 239;

L.1845 , p. 8,

2, L.1849 , p, 65.

3, Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec. 6; L,1873-74 , p, 79,80,
4, L.1871-72 , p, 24,25,

5, Constitution of 1818, Art, III, sec, 11; L.1819 , p, 316,

6, L.1819 , p, 316-18; L.1821 , p, 182,183; R,L.1827 , p, 332,333; R,L.1829 ,

p, 118,121-23; L.1831 , p, 125; R.L,1837 , p. 581,582; L.1839 , p, 7-12;

L.1843 . p. 243; L,1845 , p, 11; X\l847 , p. 81; L.1871-72 , p. 55,57,58.
7, L.1838-39 , p, 7.

'^

8, L.1843 , p. 234,

^»
,
1^4853 , p, 99; L«1871-72 , p, 35,

10. 'L,l819 , p, 517; R,L.1*527, p, 573; R.L.1857 , p, 582; L.1839 , p, 8-12}

L.1840 , p. 3; L.1845 , p. 9,11; L.1855 , p. 66,77,111; L.1871-72 , p. 32,
54,35,46,56-58';' L.1873-74 , p, 51; L.19li , p. 485; L.1917 , p. 654j
L,1919, p. 765; L.1931, p. 747.
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Fiscal Control

The fiduciary function in county finances belongs to the coxinty treas-

urer alone. The duties of the office have renaiined substantially the sane
since its creation; namely, to receive, principally from the collectors
of tajces, the revenue of the county; to have custody of the funds; and to
disburse funds only by specific authorization by lavf, or in accordance
with the order of the county board. 1 Through this last requirement, and
that of the treasurer to report periodically to the board on the trsms-
actions of his office, in addition to his regular settlement vd.th it, the
lines of financial authority once more lead to the county board,

^

Administration of Justice

Courts

Justice, in Illinois counties, has been administered by a constantly
increasing number of bodies. The Constitution of 1818 vested the judicial
powers of the state in a Supreme Court and such inferior courts as the Gen-
eral Assembly should ordain and establish^ required the Supreme Court
justices to hold circuit courts in the several counties; and provided for
the appointment, in such manner and with such powers and duties as the Gen-
eral Assembly should direct, of a competent niomber of justices of the peace
in each county.

3

Federal statutes already allowed circuit courts, in all states, juris-
diction over the naturalization of aliensy^ the first state legislature
additionally conferred Jurisdiction over all causes at common law sind chan-
cery, and over all cases of treason, felony, and other crimes and misde-
meeaiors.5 The legislature further required that tv;o terms of a circuit
court be held in each county annually by one of the Supreme Court justices,^
but in 1824 provision v/as made for the holding of circuit courts by separate
circuit court judges, to be appointed, as v;ere the Supreme Court justices,
by both branches of the General Assembly, and to hold office during good
behavior, "7 In 1827 the General Assembly repealed the 1824 law, and again

1. L.1819 , p, 315,316; R.S.1645
, p,138j L,1861 , p. 239; R.S,1874 , p, 323,

324.
2. L.1819 , p. 318; R.L.1657 , p. 582,585; L.1845 , p. 33; R.S.1845 , p. 138,

139; L.1861 , p. 239,240; R.S.1874 , p, 323,324.
3. Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 1,4,8.
4. U.S.S, at Large , v. 2, p. 153-55.
5. L.1819 , p. 380.
6. Ibid., p, 378,
7. L.1824 , p. 41. The Constitution of 1818, v^hich had required that

Supreme Court justices be appointed by the General Assembly, further
provided that they should not, after the first session of the legisla-
ture subsequent to January 1, 1824, hold circuit courts \jnless required
to by law (Art. IV, sec. 4),
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provided for circuit courts to be held t)y Supreme Court justices,! At
the next session of the legislat^jre, when a new circuit was estahlished,
provision v/as made for the appointment of a circuit judge to act therein.

2

At that time, therefore, the circuit courts were hold by Supreme CoTort

justices in four judicial circuits and by a circuit judge in the fifth,

3

A change was made again in 1835, when po^^^cr to hold circuit courts was
taken away from the Supreme Court justices and provision was made for the

appointment of five circuit judges, in addition to tlje one already author-
ized, to hold circuit courts, 4 The six judicial circuits existing at that
time were supplemented during the next few years by the creation of new
circuits, 5 so that they numbered nine in 1841 when the office of circuit
judge was a,gain abolished, and the Supreme Co\art justices, also increased
to nine, v/ero required to hold circuit courts,

^

The authority of justices of the peace was limited by law to jurisdic-
tion in specified civil cases and in misdemeanors, with appeals allowed
from their judgments to the circuit courte"^ TliC power of appointment, the
legislature at first reserved to itself;^ in 1827, however, justices of
the peace were roquirod to be elected, tv;o in each of such districts as

should be determined within s'catutory limits by the county commissioners*
court,

9

Jiirisdiction over probate matters was at the outset delegated to the
county commissioners' court, ^0 By act of the next General Assembly, it was
transferred to the court of probate,H consisting in each county of one
judge appointed by the G-enerol Assembly, 12 As a result of the substitution

1, R,L,1827
, p, 118,119.

2, R,L,1829 , p, 33,

3, Ibid,, p. 42,48,
4, L.1855 , p, 150.
5, L,1B37 , p, 113; L, 1858-39

, p, 155,

6, L,1841 , p, 173,
7, L.1819

, p. 185,192,195.
8, Ibid., p, 22,

9, R.L.1827
, p, 255,256, Since 1821, however, the county commissioners'

court had been required to establish such districts, which also con-

stituted general election precincts ( L,1821 , p, 74), For changos in

the statutory limitations of this power of the court, see R,L,1827 ,

p, 255, and R.L,1829
, p, 93.

10, L.1819 , p. 223-33,
11, L.1821 , p. 121.
12, Ibid., p, 119, The Constitution of 1818 (Art. IV, sec, 4) had also

designated this manner of election for judges of all inferior courts.
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in 1839 of probate justices of the peace for the judges of probate,!
jurisdiction over probate natters for the first time was placed in the
hands of elected officers»2

The county court virs the creation of the second constitution, 3 -which
also made circuit judges elected officers »4 With regard to the new court,
it \ias further provided by law that it should be held in each county by
a single elected officer, the cotmty judge,5 its authority was extended
to jurisdiction in all probate matters, and to such jurisdiction in civil
and criminal cases as might be conferred by the General Assembly,6 in
pursuance of this latter provision, the county court was first given the
same civil and criminal jurisdiction as justices of the poace;^ at the
same session of the General Assembly, however, it v;as doc]£ired that county
judges when exercising this jurisdiction, acted only in the capacity of
justices- of iiio peace, 8 Until the next constitutional period, the county
court, as such, was given jurisdiction only in a limited number of special
actions;9 it was, however, considered entitled to equal jurisdiction vrf.th

the circuit court over naturalization, 10 In this same period, provision
was made for increasing, on the basitr of population, the number of justices
of tile peace to bo elected in each district. In Morgan County, and others
similarly organized, one additional justice of the peace is now elected
for every one thousand inhabitants oxcooding two thousand inhabitants in
each election precinct,!!

Provision was first made by the Constitution of 1870 for the estab-
lishment by the General Assembly of an independent probate court in each
county having a population of more than fifty thousand inhabitantff,12
As first established by statute, the new courts were to be formed in
counties of one hundred thousand or more inhabitants ,13 This population

1. R.L.1837, p. 176,177,
2« The Constitution of 1818 (Art, IV, sec, 8) had reserved to the General

Assembly the right to proscribe the manner of appointment of justices
of the peace,

3, Constitution of 1848, Art. V, s-ec, 1,16,
4, Ibid,, Art, V, sec, 7,15,
5, Ibid,, Art, V, sec, 17,
6, Ibid,, Art. V, sec, 18,

7, L,1849, p, 65,

8, Ibid,
9, Ibid,, p. 65,66; L.1853, p, 103; L.1861, p. 171,172.

10, U.S,S, at Large, v, 2, p. 155,
11, L«1854, p, 30, No more than five justices, however, may be elected

from any town or election precinct,
12, Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 20,
13, L.1877, p, 79,80,
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requirement was lovjered to seventy thousand in 1881. The population of

Morgan County never having reached this figure, J\irisdicticn over prohate

matters has continued to be vested in the county court in accordance with
constitutional provision to that effect.*^

The county court, early in this period, ?;as given concurrent juris-

diction with the circuit court in appeals from justices of the peace;"^

its original jurisdiction was extended to be equal with that of the cir-

cuit court in all that class of cases cognizable by justices of the peace
and involving in controversy sums not exceeding $500. In 1906, hoT;7ever,

it lost its naturalization jurisdiction since it failed to mpot the addi-
tional requirements of Federal legislation that it possess jurisdiction
at law without limitation upon amounts in controversy. ° The present con-
stitution, also, for the first time, directed the manner in which the

General Assembly should establish judicisil circuits, requiring that cir-

cuits be formed of contiguous counties and that they should not exceed
in number one circuit for every one hundred thousand of population of

the state. ' At present there are eighteen circuits in Illinois, and
Morgan County is attached to the seventh circuit.

°

Clerks of Courts

The clerk of the circuit court under the Constitution of 1818 j was

to be appointed by a majority of the justices of that court. ^ Since 1849,

however, by provisions of the Constitutions of 1848 and 1870, the office
has been filled by election. •'-'^ The office of clerk of the county court,
which was an independent elective office under the second constitution, •'•^

1. L.1881
, p. 72. In 1933 the act of 1877 was further amended to make

the establishment of an independent probate court mandatory in counties
having a population of eighty five thousand or more, and optional in

counties having a population of between seventy thousand and eighty
five thousand. L.1933 , p. 458,

2. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 18.

3. L..1895
, p. 212,223.

4. The jurisdiction of justices has also been progressively Increased
during this period. See L. 1871-72

, p. 524; L.1895
, p. 189,190; L.1917

,

p» 562,563; L.1929
, p. 541,542.

5. L.1871-72
. p. 325.

6. U.S.S. at Large , v. 34, part 1, p. 596.
7. Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 13,
8. L.1955

, p. 435.
9. Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 6.

10. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 21,29; Constitution of 1870, Art. X,

sec, 8.

11, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 19,
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is now filled in an ex-officio capacity by the county clerk^ who is also

required "by constitutional provision to te elected. The county commission-

ers' court, which for a "brief period held Jurisdiction over prohate matters,

had its own clerk who was at that time appointed "by the court, ^ Probate

judges and justices of the peace who subsequently held probate jurisdiction,

were required to act as their own clerks. With the transfer of probate
jurisdiction to the county court, the clerk of the county court was re-

quired to keep, separately, records of probate proceedings atnd business.

In Morgan County where the county court still retains probate jurisdiction,

the county clerk serves it in these matters in his capacity as ex-officio

clerk of the county court. ^ Justices of the peace have always been re-

quired to keep their records in person*'

Ministerial Officers

The principal ministerial officer of all courts of record in Illinois

counties is the sheriff. The first constitution provided that the sheriff

should be elected.^ Statutory provision was made in 1827 for the appoint-
ment of deputies by the principal officer; ^ since 1870, the number of

deputies that the sheriff may appoint has been determined by rule of the

circuit court. •'•^ The ministerial duties of the sheriff have undergone

little change in more than one hundred years. Essentially, he is to

attend, in person or by deputy, all courts of record in the county, obey-

ing the orders and directions of the court, and to serve, execute, and

return all writs, warrants, process, orders, and decrees legally directed
to him.^-^

The coroner was originally given equal power with the sheriff as a
ministerial officer of the courts»^^ He was also required to serve all

process in any suit in which the sheriff was an interested party^^ and to

1. R.S.1874
. p. 260.

2. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

3. L.iei9
. p. 175.

4. L.1821
. p, 119,120; R.L.1837

, p. 177,178.
5. L.1849

. p. 66.

6. R.S.1874
. p. 260,

7. L.1819
, p. 185-97 (no specific record-keeping requirement listed among

general duties of justices), 326 (establishing fees to be paid justices

for keeping records); R.L.1827
, p, 260 (becomes definite provision for

justices to keep own records); L.1895 , p. 221,222.

8. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11.

9. R.L.1827
. p. 373.

10. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9,

11. L.1819 , p. Ill; R.S.1874 , p. 990,991.
12. L.1819 . p. 111.
13. L.1821. p. 20-23.
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perform all the duties of the sheriff when that office vias vacant.l The
last two functions are still incumbent upon the coronero2

Justices of the peace are served similarly in a ministerial capacity
by constables. Not until 1870 was the office of constable given constitu-
tional recognitionj3 at its creation by the first General Assembly, the
county commissioners' court ivas empowered to appoint one or more constables'
in each township;* in 1827 it vas provided that two constables should be
elected in each justice of the peace district.5 sinco that date, subse**

quent legislation has grouped justices of the peace and constables in all
provisions regarding their election.S Constables, like sheriffs and coro-
ners, have always been required to serve and execute all process legally
directed to thom;7 process issuing from a justice of the peace court, how-
ever, may be directed only to some constable of that same county ,8

Prosecutions

The duty of the present state's attorney to prosecute and defend all
actions, civil or criminal, involving the county, the people, or officers
of the state or county, 9 -^^s incumbent during the first constitutional
period upon the circuit attorney ^10 Also in effect from an early date is
the officer's other major duty, apart from the enforcement of law,H of

giving opinions on any questions of law relating to crir,iinal or other
DBtters in which the people of the county may bo concerned«12

1. R.L.1827, p. 372,373,
2« R«g»1874, p, 282, Despite the absence from the present lavr of

si»tutory provision for the coroner to serve process originally
directed to him (RoSc1874 , p. 281,282), the courts have held that

he may so do, an emergency being presumed to exist without need
for iiie process to recite reason for its issuance to the coroner
(2D III. 185; 57 III. 268).

5. Constitution of 1870, Art. VII, sec. 21.
4. Lol819, p. 162.
5. R,L.1827, p. 258.

6. See Courts, p. 21.
7. L.1819, p. 162,163; R.S.1874, p. 400.

8. L.1819, p. 186; R.S.1845, p. 317; L. 1871-72, p. 525; L.1895, p. 191,

193; L.1937, p. 900. Similarly, process issuing from courts of

record is required to be directed to the sheriff or, under certain
conditions noted (footnotes 12,13, p. 25, and footnote 1 above), to

the coroner (R,S.1845, p. 413; L. 1871-72, p. 338; R.S.1874, p. 774;

L.1907, p. 444,445; L.1935, p. 786; L.1937, p. 98971;

9. R.S.1874, p. 173,174.
10. L.1819, pc 204; R.S.1845, p, 76.

11. See Enforcement of law, p. 28.

12. R.S.1845, p. 76; R.S.1874, p. 174.
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Tlie office of circuit attorney v.^ich existed solely by statutory pro-
vision, ^ was appointive by the Governor until 1835,2 gj^ thereafter "by the
G-eneral Assembly, 3 The second constitution replaced the circuit attorney
with an elected state's attorney;^ since each judicial circuit was an
elective district for this purpose, the territorial jurisdiction of the
new officer remained the same as that of tiio former officer, ^ Not until
the adoption of the present constitution was provision made for the elec-
tion of a separate state' s attorney in each co\inty,6

Inquests

The holding of inquests, one of the duties of the coroner in Illinois
counties, is also a part of the administration of justice. The office of
coroner, created by the first constitution, was required to bo filled by
election;"^ the statutory provisions concerning the inquest function lif-ve

not changed substantially since their enactment by the second G-eneral

Assembly,° Tlie coroner, when informed of the body of any person being
found dead, supposedly by violence, casualty, or undue means, is required
to summon a jury to inquire hovr, in v;hat manner, and by whom or v:hat, death
was caused; tcstimonj'' of vdtnesses is taken; v/itnesses whose evidence im-
licates any person as the unlav/ful slay^^^ o^ tlio deceased are bound over
to the circuit court; the verdict of the jury is returned to the clerk of
that court,

^

The verdict of the coroner' s jury, however, is not generally admissi-
ble in evidence; 10 additionally, it is not held to bo prima facie proof
of matters stated therein vri.th regard to the cause and manner of death;

H

its essential nature, therefore, is that of a finding of facts upon the
basis of which the coroner ma^i- bo led to discharge his collateral duty to

1, L,1819
, p, 204-6.

2, Ibid,, p, 204,

3, L.1835
, p, 44,

'

4, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 21, !I!he new title, however, had
already come into occasional use in the interim ( R,L,1827 , p, 79;

L.1835 , p, 44; L.1847 , p, 18),
5, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 22,
6, Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 22.

7, Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec, 11,

8, Cf. L,1821
, p. 22-24; R.S,1845, p, 517,518; R.S.1874 , td. 282-84;

R.S.1957
, p. 780-82,

9, L,1821 , p. 24,25; R.S.1845
, p. 518; R.S.1874

, p. 284,

10. 45 N,W, 872, It is, however, held to bo proper practice to offer,

in cross-examining vifitncsses sought to be impeached, excerpts from
transcripts of testimony taken at the inquest (l89 111, App, 556;
211 111, App, 476),

11. 201 111. App. 287,
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approhond and commit to jail any person implicated ty the inquest as tho

unlawful slayer of the deceased, ^ To this extent, the coroner's inquest

duties overlap his function as an officer for tho enforconcnt of law.

Enforcement of Law

Sheriffs, coroners, and constables have alv/ays been charged equally
with keeping the peace .a:id apprehending all offenders against the law,?
Tho state's attorney's powers as an officer for tho enforcement of law
originally derive by implication from ajaother duty; 3 the gathering of

evidence and tho apprehension of offenders is necessarily involved in

commencing and proseciiting actions in which tho people of the state or

county arc concerned,^ In relatively recent years, however, the state's

attorney lias "been given moro specific statutory powers to enforce laws

and to investigate violations and secure necessary evidence thereof.

5

But at any time the effective spheres of authority of lav; enforcement
officers have been determined less by statutory provisions than by local

conditions and individual circiinstanccs.

Education

The act of Congress providing for the creation and admission of the

State of Illinois to the Union set aside section sixteen of every township

for the use of schools,^ The first state legislation on the subject was

concerned only with tho establishment of school districts and the sale or

leasing of school land to provide necessary funds, for which purposes three

trustees of scliool lands wore {^pointed in each township by the county coor-

nissioners' court,'

In 1825, however, with a common school system in operation, provision
was made for its educational as well as financial ac'.ministration. Throe

elected officers, known as township school trustees, were charged in each

township with superintending scliool s, examining and employing teachers.

1, L.1821
, p. 25; R,S.1B45

, p. 518; R.S.1B74 . p. 285.

2, L,1819 , p. 111,162,163; R.S.1845
, p, 328,515; R.S.1874 , p. 400,990.

3, Sec Prosecutions , p, 26,

4, Previously cited; see p, 16, note 2,

5, 1^1885 , p, 3; L,1907 , p. 268; L.1915 , p. 395; L.1915 , p. 368; L.1927 ,

p, 53,

6, U,S.S, at Large , v. 3, p, 428.
7, L,1819, p. 107,108.
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leasing all land belonging to the district, and reporting annually to the

county commissioners' court; this report, hov;ever, was limited to such

matters as were concerned v/ith the financial administration of the schools.

1

In 1827 the county commissioners' court v;as again empowered to appoint

trustees of school lands, but despite the use of the earlier, more limited

title, these officers were charged with all the duties of the former town-

ship school trustees, 2 The creation of the office of county school com-

missioner in 1829 brought a new element into the complex situation. The

commissioner v;as at first given limited duties with regard to the sale of

school lands and the management of school funds ;3 his subsequent gains in

this respect at the expense of the township trustees foreshadowed the

demarcation of spheres of authority that was made in 1847,^ In the interim,

the school commissioner, who had first been appointed by the county com-

missioners' court, 5 became an elected officer;" in such townships as elected

to incorporate for the purpose of organizing and supporting schools, town-

ship trustees also became elected officers and were there denominated

trustees of schools,

7

The situation created by the legislation of 1847 in certain respects

has not since been substantially altered. In all counties, tovmship trus-

tees became, and are still, elected officers stjded township school trus-

tees, 8 The relative authority of the officer of the county^ and of offi-

cers of the township with regard to fintaicial administration was fixed

essentially as at present, 10 Moreover, tovmship trustees lost practically

all their former duties with regard to matters purely educational as a

result of a development that occurred in 1845,

It was at that time that the county first entered into the actual

administration of education with the creation of the office of superin-

tendent of schools, •'1 Filled at first by the school commissioner in an

1. L.1825 , p. 121,122.

2. R,L.1827 , p. 505-70.

3. R.L.1829 , p. 150-54.

4. Cf. L.1851 , p, 176; L.1841 , p. 275-79.

5. R.L.1329 , p. 150.

6. L.1841 , p. 261,262.
7. Ibid,, p, 273,274, In unincorporated townships, trustees continued

to be appointed by the county commissioners' court (ibid., p. 259,

260).
8. L.1847 , p. 126; L.1909 , p. 350,

9. The subsequent substitution of an independent, elected superintendent

of schools for the school commissioner who had additionally been ex-

officio superintendent (see footnotes 1,2,3, p, 30), was only a change

in the legal status of the officer of the county and had no further

import,
10, L.1847 , p, 123,124,128,129; L,1909 , p. 551-54,- L.1927 , p. 794,795.

11. R.S,1845, p. 498.
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ex-officio capacity,! it qviickly absorbed nost of the functions of tomi-
sMp trj.stees with regard to the advancement of education;^ later, the
office cane to be filled by elcctionS and completely absorbed that of
school comnissioner.^ In the new field of county administration of edu-
cation, the superintendent's duties remained constant through his change
in legal status, requiring hin to visit all the tovmships in his co\mty
and inquire into the condition and manner of conductinc their schools, to
examine persons proposing to teach school, to grant certificates to persons
qtialified to teach in schools, and to report to the county board on all his
acts relating to the management of school funds and lands. ^ SiabssGuent
legislation has enlarc;ed the scope of this phase of the superintendent's
functions, but it is in his role as an agent of state supervision that he
has been charged with numerous duties of a new character,'^

The authority of the state vrith regard to education, first manifested
in 1845, has, like that of the county, been extended beyond its original
bounds. Originally the county superintendent was required only to communi-
cate to the state superintendent of common schools' information concerning
the schools in his county. ^ Today, as a consequence of the state's in-
creasing intervention in natters of public health and safety, the county
superintendent is required to inspect, with regard to specifications,
plans submitted to hin for the heating, ventilation, lighting, etc., of
public school rooms and buildings; to visit and notice such public school
buildings \riiich appear to hin to be -unsafe, insanitary, or otherwise unfit
for occupancy; and to request the State Board of H^lth, the state fire
marshal, or the state architect to inspect such buildings and issue reports
upon which condemnation proceedings can be based.

^

1. R.S.ie45 . p. 498.
2. R.S.1845 . p. 497-503. Cf. L. 1S25 , p. 121,122; R.L.1827 . p. 366-70;

L.1831 . p. 173; L.1841
. p. 270,275,276,279. The only duty of this

category that was left to township trustees in the laws of 1847 con-

cerned the examination of prospective teachers and the issuance of

certificates where merited ( L.1847 , p. 130). It was omitted from the

revised school law of 1851 ( L.1851 , p. 127).

3f L.1865 . p. 112.
4. Ibid., 112,113.
5. R.S.1845 . p. 498,500,501. Cf. L.1847 . p. 121-25; L.1857 . p. 261-65,

278,279,296,297; L.1861 , p. 190,191; L.1865 , p. 114,119-31.

6. L. 1909 . p. 345-50; L.1915 , p. 536-38.
7. The Secretary of State in ex-officio capacity ( L.1845 , p. 52). In

1854 the office beccimc independent, filled by election, and knoTn as

that of superintendent of public instruction (L.1854, p. 13), -.vhich

is its present status ( L,1909 , p. 343).

8. L.1345 , p. 54.

9. L.1915 , p. 537-40.
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Recordation

For the function of making legal record of written instruments, the
first General Asser.'bly established the office of recorder, •' Originally
appointed "by the Governor, 2 the recorder was required to he elected scfter

ISSS."^ The second constitution made the clerk of the circuit court^ ex-
officio recorder in all counties;^ the present constitution continues the
earlier provision in counties of under sixty thousand population and pro-
vides for the election of a recorder in counties of that population or
more." As Morgan County never met the population requirement, the clerk
of the circuit court has continued to act as recorder in this county.

The "basic duty of the recorder, to record at length and in the order
of their receipt all instruments in writing, has remained essentially un-
changed; legislation has been directed toward the extension of categories
of insti-unents entitled to be recorded,''' ConveyaJices of title to land, a
major category of such records, frequently involve another county officer,
the surveyor. Established by the General. Assembly, the office of surveyor
was at first filled by appointment of that bocly,° later by election.

9

In 1936 the surveyor again became an appointed officer, with the
power of appointment delegated to the county board.^*^ His duty to perform
all surveys he may be called on to make within his county has undergone
only minor change, but its importance has declined; the acts of any sur-
veyor, properly acknowledged and certified, have equal standing before the
law with those of the county surveyor; no maps or plats have any legal
effect unless recorded by the recorder. ^^

1. L.1819 . p, 18-30.
2. Ibid., p. 18,19.
3. L.1835 , p. 166.
4. An elected officer; see Clerks of Cotirts , p. 24.

5. Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 19; L.1849 , p. 64.

6. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8; R.S.1874 , p, 833,

7. L.1819 , p. 18,20; R.L.1829 , p. 117,118; R.L.1835 , p. 511; R.S.1845 ,

p. 305,432,606; L.1851 , p. 80; L.1859 , p. 124; L.1869 , p. 2; R.S.1874 ,

p, 833,834; L.1921 , p. 756,757; L.1925 , p. 520-22.
8. L.1821 , p. 62.

9. L.1835
, p. 166.

10, L,1933 ,- p. 1104. Provision effective in 1936.

11. R.L,1829"", p. 173; R. L.1835 , p. 511; L.1845 , p. 201; L.1869 , p. 241,242;
R.S.1874 . TD. 1050,1051; L.1901 , p. 307,308; L.1915 , p. 575,
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Public Works

Roads and Bridges

Public roads and bridges were first under the superintendence of
the county commissioners' court \idiich was authorized to locate new roads
and alter or vacate existing roads. 1 The act providing for such super-
intendence empowered the commissioners to appoint freeholders in each
township to act as supervisors, each appointment to bo for a one-year
period. New roads were to be opened by the county commissioners' court
upon petition of residents of the county and a favorable report from the

road viewers and surveyor, A few years later the county commissioners
were authorized to divide the county into road districts and to appoint
annually one supervisor to serve in each district. 2 With the adoption of
the second state constitution, the supervision, control, and maintenance
of roads and bridges in coxinties not adopting township organization were

vested in the county court and the road district supervisors. '^ In 1873
\ihen the board of county commissioners supplanted the county court as the

administrative body in Morgan County, the commissioners were granted
general supervision and control over roads and bridges, while in each
road district, three highway commissioners were to be elected for three-
year terms. 5 In 1913 the State Highway Department was established, and
provision was made for the appointment by the county board of a county
superintendent of highways.^ The entire system was centralized by sub-
jecting the county superintendent to the rules and regiilations of the
state highway commissioner and by requiring candidates for county superin-
tendent to be approved by the state commissioner before appointment by
the county board. The term of office of the county superintendent was
set at six years, and his salary was to be fixed by the county board.
Although the county superintendent was to act on behalf of the county in

regard to roads and bridges, and although he was subject to removal by
the county board, he was regarded as a deputy of the state highway engi-
neer* subject to his directions. This indicates the intention of the

legislature to unify the entire state system of roads and bridges. In
1917 the Department of Public Works and Buildings assumed the rights,
powers, and duties vested in the State Highway Department,"^ but the
county organization has remained essentially the same since 1913«

1. L.1819 , p. 333.
2. L.1825

, p. 130.

3. L.1849 , p. 65,212,213; L.1851 , p. 64,149,179.
4. L. 1873-74 , p. 79.

5. L. 1871-72 , p. 679.
6. L.1913 , p. 521-25,537-46.
7. L.1917, p. 24.
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PuTslic Buildings

The county is given the power to hold, own, and convey real estate

for county purposes.-^ This power is exercised "by the county hoard \*.ich

is charged with the care and custody of all the real and personal property

owned hy the county. Throughout the period of statehood it has "been pro-
vided that a courthouse and jail he erected in each county, and that the

sheriff of each countj' be charged with custody'' of such "buildings, 2 The

county is further empowered to erect buildings for a county hospital, work-

house, tuhorculosis sanitarium, and other county needs,

3

The county superintendent of schools is charged with the inspection
of plans and specifications for public school rooms and buildings; and
the approval of only those which comply with the specifications prepared
by the state superintendent of public instruction, 4 He is also to request
the State Department of Public Health, the state fire marshal, or the

state architect to inspect public school buildings which appear to be un-
safe, insanitary, or unfit for occupancy. Upon receipt of an unfavorable
report from these officials, the county superintendent is to condemn the

building and notify the board of directors or board of education, and the

boaird of school trustees.

Drainage

In 1850 an act of Congress provided for the granting of swamp and
overflowed lands to various states.^ The land so granted to Illinois was
turned over to the counties in 1852 to be reclaimed by drainage and used
for county purposes, 6 Such lands were to be under the care and superin-
tendence of the county court which was to appoint a "Drainage Commission"
to conduct the sales of such lauds. The county surveyor was to prepare
plats of the swamp lands and return such plats to the clerk of the county
Court, vdiereupon the court fixed the Vciluation upon each tract. The pur-
chasers of these tracts were given a certificate by the drainage com-
missioner, and a deed was later executed by the county court. The court

was to sell only enough swamp lands to insure reclamation of all such laud,

any balance to be granted to the several tovmships to bo used for edu-
cational purposes. At the discretion of the coTintj', such balance could
also be used for the construction of roads, bridges, or other public works.

1. R.S.1874 , p, 302.

2. L.1619 , p. 111; R.L.1827 , p, 246,247,372; R.S.1874 , p, 989,

3. R.S.1874 , p. 307; L.1909 , p, 163; L.1911 , p, 246,

4. L.1915 , p, 637-40,
5. U.S.S. at Large , v. 9, p. 519.

6. L,1852 , p, 178.
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In counties not adopting township organization the supervisors of

roads were to te ex-officio drainage commissioners according to the terms

of an act of 1867,1 This act further provided that the drainage com-

missioners should have, in addition to the powers given hy an act of 1865,*^

the same power, and talce the same proceedings, as were authorized by an

act of 1855,3 The effect of these acts was to authorize the drainage com-

missioners to hear applications for the constniction of drains, to survey,

lay out, construct and maintain drains, and to assess damages against the

land benefitted by such construction. In 1879 drainage construction by

special assessment was handled by the drainage commissioners, a body

politic and corporate composed of the county commissioners,'*

Provision was first made for the organization of drainage districts

for agricultural, sanitary, and mining purposes in 1879, ^ Petitions were

to be filed with the county clerk, and hearings on the same were to be

had before the county court. When the court found in favor of the peti-

tioners, it appointed three disinterested persons as commissioners to lay

out and construct the work. Petitions for the construction of drains to

cost loss than $5,000 were to be presented to justices of the peace, if

the petitioners so elected, and the commissioners of highways were to per-

form the duties of drainage commissioners in such cases. In 1885 this

law was amended to include drains costing less than $2,000 and provided

for the appointment of three residents as commissioners,"

Public Services

Public Health

The State Department of Public Health, created in 1917,''' is charged

with general supervision of the health and lives of the people of the

state. In conformance with this legislative order it is empowered to

supervise, aid, direct, and assist local health authorities or agencies

in the administration of the health laws. Public health districts may

bo organized along subcounty linos with a board of health in each. The

names of such districts are to be filed with the county clerk to complete

their organization. Annually, each board of health certifies to the

county cleric the rate of a public health tax to be levied in each district,

1, L,1867 , p, 91,

2, L,1865 , p, 50, Relating to counties adopting township organization,

3, Private L.1855 , p. 576, Relating to Cook County,

4, L,1879 , p, 153,
5, Ibid,, p, 120.
6, L,1885 , p. 130,131,
7, L,1917, p, 4,
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the clerk iDeing responsible for setting out the proper taxes upon the

warrant books and transmitting them to the collector as provided for in

regard to other taxes,

^

Control of the state health department over lodging houses, boarding

houses, taverns, inns, and hotels is effected through the county clerk,

the proprietors of such establishments being required to file with the

clork an annual statement containing details as to slecpir^g accommodations

for guests,2 The clerk is also required to report annually to the state

health department the name and address of oach co\mty commissioner and the

expiration date of his term of office,

3

Mosquito abatement districts ai'c organized upon petition to the

county judge of the covmty in which such territory lies,'^ such petitions

being filed with the county clork. If, after hearing, the county judge

determines that the organization of a district is necessary, the question

is submitted to the residents of the territorj- at a special election. The

judges of election make retiirn to the county judge, and the results are

entered upon the records of the county court, A majority of the votes

favoring it, a mosquito abatement district is thereupon organized.

County officials also enter into the state's control of public swim-

ming pools, TTheu a representative of the State Department of Public Health

finds conditions that warrant the closing of such a pool, the owner of the

pool and the sheriff and state's attorney of the county are notified to

that effect, it being the duty of these officers to enforce such notice,

5

Vital Statistics

The State Department of Public Health has charge of the registration

of births, stillbirths, and deaths throughout the state, 6 To effect proper
control of this matter the state is divided into vital statistics registra-

tion districts which, in Morgan County, arc identical with the road dis-

tricts,*^ The road district clork acts as the local registrar in these dis-

tricts and receives certificates of births aind deaths occurring in the

district. Burial permits are issued by the registrar and are later re-

turned to him for filing,

8

1,
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The local registrar is required to deposit monthly with the county

clerk a complete set of records of "births, stillbirths, and deaths regis-

tered during the month, and the clerk is charged with hinding and index-

ing, or recording, and safe-keeping of such records, ^ Tho original cer-

tificates are sent monthly by the local registrars to the state health
department which certifies annually to tho county clerk tho nximber of

"births, stillbirths, and deaths registered in the county ,2

The county board is to appropriate money for the payment of tho local

registrars' foes. Such amounts are charges against the county, and the

coiinty clerk is required to issue warrants on the county treasurer for the

amount of the fees payable to the registrars,*^

The coTinty also enters into the enforcement phase of this matter. The

state health department reports cases of violations of any provision of the

act relating to registration to the state's attorney who is to initiate and

follow up coTirt proceedings against violators,

*

Public Assistance

Public assistance is administered through the services of the county

department of public welfare, the co-onty home, the tuberculosis sanitariiom,

the blind examiner, the probation officers, the county clerk, and the

county board.

The coiinty department of public welfare is headed by a superintendent

appointed by the county board after approval by the State Department of

Public Welfare, 5 He assists the state department in the operation of wel-

fare plans and policies within the county and has charge of tho adminis-

tration of old age assistance, ^ In this latter regard the county depart-
ment acts merely as the agent of the state department, investigating appli-

cants and reporting results.

The county home is am establishment for the maintenance and care of

indigents. Its management and finances are provided by the county board,'

Blind assistance is administered in the county through appropriations by

1, L,1915 , p, 567,
2, TbIdTT p. 667,658; 1,1917

, p. 760,
3, L,1915 , p. 668.
4, Ibid,, p, 669,670,
5, L,1937 , p, 451,452,
6, L. 1935-36 , First Sp, Scss,, p, 54-61; L,1937 , p. 265-70,

7, L,1935, p, 1057.
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the county "board together with state funds. An exaiainer of the blind,

appointed iDy the ccanty "board, examines all applicants referred to him "by

the county clerk, ^ The county court has jurisdiction in the administra^
tion of the mothers' pension fund, A pro'bation officer, an appointee of
the court for this purpose, investigates and visits cases of indigent

mothers who are entitled to "benefit.

^

Coordination of Functions

From the foregoing discussion of functions of the county government

it is apparent that the county plays a dual role, that of a "body politic
and that of an agent of the state. In its first capacity the county,

through its officials, is capa'ble of suing and "being sued, purchasing,

holding, and selling property, making contracts, £md raising revenue for

its proper operation. As a state agent it fits into a state-wide program
on various matters of pu'blic concern, acting under the supervision and

control of the state and coordinating the activities of su"bcounty agencies
and officials.

Coordination of county activities is effected chiefly through the

county clerk. An illustration of this is the part this official plays in

the election procedure. He notifies the judges and clerks of election

of their appointment, supplies them with blanks and poll "books, receives

copies of registers of voters, issues notices of election, receives and
preserves returns, canvasses votes with the assistance of two justices of

the peace and retains the a"bstracts, transmits copies of election returns

and a"bstracts of votes to the Secretary of State, and issues certificates

of election.

Records System

County records in the State of Illinois have suffered from the lack

of an adequate program of legislation designed to secure \iniformity in

recordation and to inshore the proper care of those documents which have

pernaLnent value. However, from the inception of statehood, some effort

has "been made to coordinate the records systems of the several counties

and to preserve their archives.

In attempting to establish state-wide uniformity among counties, the

GenersJ. Assembly has at times provided detailed descriptions of required
records and in many instances has supplied the very forms to be used. Laws

relating to the duties and powers of county officers usually contained some

1, L.1903
, p, 158; L.1915

, p. 256,257; L.1935 . p. 264,265.

2. L.1915
. p. 127-50; L.1915

, p. 245-45; L.1921 , p. 162-64; L.1935
,

p. 255-59,
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such provisions. Thus, in 1819, the recorder of the county was ordered to

supply "pgirchment or good large 'books, of royal or other large paper, well

"bound and covered" wheroin to record all deeds and conveyances brought to

him for that purpose. Ke was also to keep a fair cook in v^hich to enter

every deed or writing to he recorded, noting the date, the parties, and the

place where the lands were situated, such entries to "be made according to

priority of time.-^ In 1833 he was required to keep an alpha"betical index

to each "book, 2 and "by 1874 the General Assem'bly had prescri"bed a complete

list of books to "be kept in the office of the recorder, with a description
of the contents of each, which list has "been continued, su"bstantially un-

changed, to the present.

In like manner, legislation was enacted prescri"bing records to "be

kept "by the county clerk and his predecessors, acting in their several

capacities,^ the clerk of the circuit court, ^ the jud^e^ and justice'^

of the pro"bate court, the coroner,® the county superintendent of schools,'

the county surveyor, 10 and the county treasurer.

Descriptions of records and forms to "be used are frequently found in

legislation pertaining to the holding of elections, ^^^ assessments and the

collection of revenue, -'-^^ the organization and maintenance of common

schools, the registration of marriages-'-^ and the recording of vital

statistics.

1. L.1819
, p. 18,20.

2. R.L.1833
, p. 511.

3. R.S.1874
, p. 834.

4. L.1849
, p. 66,191,203; L.1859

, p. 92,94; L.1865
, p. 93; R. 5. 1874 ,

p. 261-65,352; L.1933 , p. 203,' 204,
5. R.L.1853

, p. 152; R.S.1845
, p, 147; L.1847 , p. 70; L.1349 . p, 9;

L.1865
. p. 93; R.S.1874

. p, 262,263; L,1933 . p, 293,294.

6. R.L.1839
, p. 251.

7. R.S.1845
. p. 427,428.

8. R.L.1835
, p. 574; L.1869

. p, 104,105; R.S.1874 , p, 283,

9. L.1849. p. 155,156; L.1865
. p, 119; L.1909 . p. 346,348,349.

10. R.L.1829
. p. 173; R.S.1845

, p. 524.

11. R.S.1845
. p. 138; R.S.1874

, p. 323,324.
12. L.1819

. p. 92,94; R.L.1827 , p. 291,292; R.L.1829
, p. 59,60; L.1845 .

p. 41,42; L.1849 , v, 73,74; L.1865 . p. 54,55; L. 1871-72 . p. 386-89,

391; L.1885 . p. 143,148,173,176; L.1937
. p. 522-29. 531-48.

13. R.L.1827
, p. 329-33; L. 1838-39 . p. 4.5,7,8,12.13,17; L.1845 , p, 6-9,

12.14,15; L.1849
, p, 37,38,124-26.128; L.1851

, p. 53,55,56; L.1853
,

p. 17.24,50.55.77,78.111.112; L.ie71-72 , p. 19,23,32.48,49.54.
14. L.1825

. p. 127; R.L.1833
. p, 565; L.1841 , p. 263,270-72; L.1845 , p. 53.

54,65,68; L.1847
, p, 121-23,142—14; R.S.1874

, p, 950,957,958,964.
15. L.1819 . p. 37; R.L.1827

. p. 288.289;~H.S.lb74 . p. 694,695.
16. L. 1842-43

, p. 210-12; L.1877
, p. 209; L.1901

, p. 301-4; L.1903
, p. 315,

317.518; L.1915. p. 667.
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While there has "been enacted much legislation prescribing the kinds
of records to be kept, only a few laws deal with the safeguarding and preser-

vation of county archives. In 1819 the General Assembly directed the clerks
of the circuit and county commissioners' courts to provide "a safe press
or presses with locks and keys for the safe keeping of the archives of their

offices . , . ."-^ In 1843 the county commissioners' courts were authorized,

and required whenever the finances of the county would justify the expendi-
ture, to erect a fireproof recorder's office at the county seat, or if the

commissioners were of the opinion that any unappropriated room in their

courthouses could be made fireproof, to make it so and house the office and

records of the recorder there. At the discretion of the coujity commission-

ers' courts, the provisions of this act might be deemed to apply to the

offices of the clerks of the circuit and county commissioners ' courts.

2

Similar in content but slightly different in wording is a later enactment

in which the county comnissioners ' courts are authorized to "erect, build,

and provide perm.anent fireproof rooms, houses or vaults, for the purpose

of placing therein and preserving from injury, damage, loss, or destruction
by fire, the records and documents of their respective counties. ""^ The

preservation of county archives has been greatly aided by an act to provide

for the copying of old, worn-out records,^ and by a law authorizing the

transfer of county records having historic value to the Illinois State

Historical Library at Urbana, Provision is made in this act for the sub-

stitution of accurate copies of these documents if such action be deemed
necessary.^ In 1907 the act was amended to include among the institutions
to which old records might be sent, the Illinois State Historical Society
and the State University Library at Urbana.^ Laws have also been passed
which provide for the restoration of certain classes of records vdiich have
been destroyed by fire or other means.? In 1935 the General Assembly

appropriated money for the construction of a fireproof building at Spring-

field for the purpose of storing therein the archives and records of the

state. 8 The erection of this structure, the Str.to Archives Building, has

helped to make possible the inauguration of an intelligent, far-sighted
program for the preservation of papers and documents of historic value.

1.
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There are still serious omissions in legislation pertaining to recorda-
tion. For instance, Illinois has no law prescribing the kinds of inks to

be used in making records. And, although laws have been enacted authoriz-
ing the provision of fireproof accommodations for county documents, they
are permissive rather than mandatory in cliaracter.^ Legislation enabling

the destruction of worthless archives apparently is nonexistent with the

exception of laws relating to certain election papers. 2 The enactment of

legislation which would remedy these defects in the laws and continue the

trend toward state-wide uniformity among counties would result in an

intelligent, economical records system for the State of Illinois,

1. L. 1842-43
. p. 210; L.1845 . p. 46.

2. L.1861
, p. 269; L. 1871-72

. p. 389; L.1885 . p. 145,193; L.1891
. p. 118,

119; L.1917. p. 438,444,445; L.1957, p. 525,526.
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ROSTER OF COUIWY OFFICERS*
(Date after name of officer refers to

date of coiTimission} unless otherwise stated)

County Cor-ni-j.!5sioners**

(Subsequent to 1849, co-ontj- commissioners replaced
by county judge and two associate justices until
1373, when the "board of county commissioners as-
suned administration of county "business)

Daniel Leib, Samuel Bristow, William Grillsan,2 James Green,
Peter Cownover, August 2, 1824-'- William Woods, August 2, 1830

James Gillham, James Deaton, William Gilhana, William Woods,
Allen Q. Lindsey, August 7, 1826 James Green, August 6, 1832

Joseph M. Fairfield, John Wyatt, William Woods, Jacob Ward,

Sanniel Rogers, August 4, 1828 James Green, August 4, 1834
No state records 1836^

• This list was compiled from the following sources:
A* Secretary of State, Index Department, Election Returns. Returns

from County Clerk to Secretary of State, 1809-47, 78 volumes (l-78),
third tier, bay 1, 1848—, 53 file drawers (2-54), third tier, bay
2, State Archives Building, Springfield, Illinois.

B, Secretary of State. Executive Department, Certificates of Qualificar*
tion, 1819— . 22 file drawers (1-22), fourth tier, bay 5, State
Archives Building, Springfield, Illinois.

C, (l) Secretary of State. Executive Department Official Records. List
of Commissions Issued to County Officers, 1809-1918, 5 volumes,
fourth tier, bay 6, State Archives Building, Springfield, Illinois.

(2) Secretary of State. Executive Department Official Records. List
of Commissions Issued to County Officers, 1869—, 4 volumes,
room 208, second floor, Secretary of State's office. Executive
Department, State Capitol Building, Springfield, Illinois,

* All dates shoym after commissioners' names indicate the year elected. By
a law passed in 1837, the three comi:3issioners elected in 1838 drew lots
for one, two, and three years to determine their length of term. There-
after, until 1849, one commissioner was to be regularly elected each year
to serve a three-year term. This same provision was provided in the con-
stitution of 1870 establishing the board of county commissioners for Coun-
ties not under township organization, effective in Morgan County in 1873.

1* Fire in 1827 destroyed the courthouse and early records including names of
first commissioners in 1823. One old settler, Honorable William Thomas,
claims Daniel Lieb, Peter Conover, and Samuel Bristow were elected; General
Murray McConnel claims Seymour. Kellogg, Thomas Arnctt, and Peter Conover
were elected. Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois (and History of Morgan
Coxmty), ed. Newton Bateman, Paul Selby; Morgan County ed. William P.
Short (Chicago: Munscll Publishing Co., 1906), p. 652,

2, William Gillham, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p, 139.
3. Jacob Ward, Jacob Redding, James Ethel reported as meeting June 7, 1837,

Records of Commissioners' Court, v, B, p, 188.
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County Connissioners (cont.)

William L, Sargent, Edward Paukersly,^
Jesse W. Bull, August 6, 1838

Jacob Woods, 2

August 5, 1839
E. Evans,

February 7, 1840
George Engleback,

August 3, 1840
Harry Rout,

August 2, 1841
Jacob Ward,

August 5, 1842
William G, Long,

August 7, 1843
Henry Sanderson, William Crow,

August 5, 1844
0» G, Henderson,

August 4, 1845
A. Bee Craft,

3

August 3, 1846
Henry Saunderson,

ATigust 2, 1847
David Hodges,

August 7, 1848
(1849-73, period of county court;
3oe County Judges, also Associate

Justices)
James H, Devore, John Virgin,

Daniel Deitrick, November 4, 1873
Daniel Deitrick,

November 3, 1874
Janes H, Divore (Devoro),

November 2, 1875
John Virgin,

November 7, 1876
David H. Lollis,

November 6, 1877
Mathew S. Kennedy,

November 5, 1878

John H, Mathews,
November 4, 1879

Charles Heinz,
November 2, 1880

Mathew S. Kennedy,
November 8, 1881

Job W, English,
November 7, 1862

Charles Keinz,
November 6, 1883

David H, Sorrell,
November 4, 1884

Thomas B. Orear,
November 3, 1885

John W. Brockhouse,
November 2, 1886

Geo. W. Moore,
November 8, 1887

Thomd's B, Orear,
November 6, 1888

John W, Brockhouse,
November 5, 1889

William Correy,
November 4, 1890

No state records 1891^
John Brockhouse,

November 8, 1892
Geo. C, Gibson,

November 7, 1893
Chess James,

November 6, 1894
Jacob Hoover,

November 5, 1895
Goo» C, Gibson,

November 7, 1896
William M. Rees,

Noveinber 2, 1897
August Brockhouse,

November 8, 1898

1.

2.

3.

4.

Edward Tankerslay, Records of Commissionors' Court, v, B, p, 295,

Tankerslay drew the one-year term; Sargent drew the two-year torn;
and Bull the three-year tern.

Jacob Ward, Records of Commissioners' Court, v. B, p. 370.

A. Bcscraft, Records of Conmissioners' Court, v, D, p. 28,

John McDonald presents connission and takes oath of office, December 7,

1891. County Court Record, v, K, p. 390,
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County Commissioners (cont.)

No state records I899I

George T. Wi swell,
NoveEber 6, 1900

Fredrick A. Hillig,
November 5, 1901

Peter D, Megginson,
Novem'ber 4, 1902

Carlin C. Berryman,
November 3, ,1903

George Deitrick,
llovcmbcr 8, 1904

James C, McFillan,
Novem"bor 7, 1905

P. D. Megginson,
November 6, 1905

Robert R. Coultas,
Novem'bGr 5, 1907

Janes C, McFillen,
November 3, 1908

Peter D« Megginson,
November 2, 1909

Robert R. Coultas,
November 8, 1910

James C, McFillen,
November 7, 1911

to. F. Roeggo,
November 5, 1912

Robert R, Coultas,
November 4, 1913

David Wilson,
November 3, 1914

William F. Rooggo,
November 2, 1915

Charles Magill,
Novenbor 7, 1916

No state records 1917^
J. M. ST/oles,3

November 5, 1918

George A. Wheeler,
November 4, 1919

J. E. Osborne, Frank L, Mawson
(to fill vacancy),

November 2, 1930
Frank L, Mawson,

November 8, 1921
G. A. Dunlap,

November 7, 1922
James E, Osborne,

November 6, 1923
Frank L. Mawson,

November 4, 1924
S» J. Camm,

November 3,
' 1925

A. H, Megginson,
November 2, 1926

J, C, Becker,
November 8, 1927

William Bau Brown,
November 6, 1928

Ha, M. Roes,
December 10, 1929 (special

election),
November 4, 1930

Harry W, Petefish,
November 3, 1931

Clifton C. Davis,
November 8, 1932

Tfci, II, Rees,
Nover.iber 7, 1933

Walter Fearnoyhbugli,
November 6, 1934

Clifton C, Davis,
November 5, 1935

Erwin C. Aiifdenkamp,

November 3, 1936
Wh. M, Roes,

November 2, 1937

1, Peter D. Megginson presents comrjission and takes oath of office,

November 11, 1899. County CoToxt Record, v, M, p. 205,

2, Oath and connission of David Wilson, commissioner-elect, filed and
recorded. County Court Record, v. Q,, p. 125,

3, J, M, Swales, County Court Record, v, Q,, p, 240.
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County Clorks*
(Clerks of the county commissioners' court, of the county

and probate courts, and of the board of county commissioners)

County Commissioners' Court
George Rearick (elected),

August 7, 1837
Joseph Heslep,

August 5,

August 7,

August 2f

1839 (elected),
1843 "

,

1847 "

County Court
(Administrative and Judicial to 1873)
G, A. Dunlap,

November 30, 1843
Mat, (Mathew) Stacey,

November 25, 1853,
November 21, 1857

John Trabue,
November 19, 1861,
November 18, 1865,
November 16, 1867

Board of County Commissioners
Samuel M. Martin,

November 19, 1873

Benjamin R, Upham,
December 1, 1877,

December 1, 1882
John C. Williams,

December 6, 1886,
November 26, 1890

Prank J, Heinl,
November 30, 1894,
November 22, 1898

Charles B. Graff,
November 24, 1902

James S, Merrill,
November 26, 1906

C, A. Boruff,
November 28, 1910,
December 1, 1914

George L, Riggs,

November 23, 1918,

November 28, 1922
F, W. Brockhouse,

November 15, 1926,

November 18, 1930,

November 20, 1934

Recorders
(in 1848 the circuit clerk became

ex-officio recorder)

Dennis Rockwell,
February 15, 1823

James M. McKinnoy,
August 17, 1835,
August 17, 1839

Josiah M. Lucas,
August 18, 1843,

October 19, 1843
James Maxwell,

August 11, 1847

* The first county clerks were appointed until 1837, A fire on December

6, 1827 destroyed the courthouse and records from beginning of county in

1823, On page 1 of the Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, December

17, 1827, the treasurer is ordered to pay fifty dollars to Dennis Rockwell,

clerk of the court, to buy books and stationery, Rockwell served until

his successor was elected in 1837,
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Circuit Clerks (and Recorders)
(Prior to 1843, circuit clerk appointed by circuit judges)

Charles Ha,rdin,

September 4, 1848,
November 23, 1852,
November 14, 1856,
November 6, 1850 (elected)

Benjanin F. Bristov;,

November 18, 1863
Stephen Sutton,

December 1, 1864
Geo. W, Clarke,

November 13, 1868
Joseph W, Caldwell,

November 29, 1872
John N, Marsh,

November 16, 1875,
December 4, 1880,
November 13, 1884

John F, Clark,
December 3, 1888,
November 22, 1892

Charles L, Hayden,
December 7, 1896,
November 30, 1900,
November 26, 1904

John A, Rowlings,
November 14, 1908

Eugene D, Pyatt,
November 27, 1912

C. W. Boston,
November 21, 1916

F, E, Wanamalccr,

November 27, 1920,
November 20, 1924

G, Leonard Hills,
November 21, 1928

Frank F. McCarthy,
November 25, 1932,
November 21, 1936

Judges of Probate and Probate Justices of the Peace
(In 1849 the probate justice is succeeded by the county

judge as ex-officio judge of the probate court)

Judges of Probate*
Milton Ladd,

February 17, 1823
Aaron Wilson,

January 15, 1824
A, Wilson

Jamiary 18, 1825

Probate Justices of

the Peace
Mathcw Stacy,

September 11,

D, P, Henderson,
Augus t 28

,

Mathew Stacy,
August 23,

August 2,

1837

1839

1843,
1847 (elected)

County Judges

James Berdan,
November 30, 1849,
November 25, 1853

Joseph J, Cassell,
November 21, 1857

* No state records for judges of probate after 1825, A. Wilson or Aaron
Wilson is shown as judge of probate paying rent for room in courthouse
from July 15, 1834 to March 1, 1836; and Samuel S, Ball then rents the

same space for one year, Records of Commissioners' Court v, B, p. 114,
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County Judges (cont.)

Sidney S, Duncan,
November 19, 1851

Herbert G. Whitlock,
November 18, 1855

Edward Scott,
November 16, 1869

Edward P, Kirby,
November 26, 1873,
December 1, 1877

M, Q. Layman,
December 1, 1882

Owen P, Thompson,
December 6, 1886,
November 26, 1890

Richard Yates,
December 1, 1894
(resigned September 11, 1897)

Charles A. Barnes,
November 9, 1897,
November 30, 1898,
November 21, 1902

Frame is E. Baldwin,
December 1, 1905

Edward R. Brochouse,
November 26, 1910

William E. Thomson,
November 16, 1914

Paul Samuel,
November 20, 1918,
November 28, 1922

James M, Barnes,
November 16, 1926,
November 22, 1930

TUin, E. Thomson,
November 22, 1934

Associate Justices
(Two together with county judge

administered county business, 1849 to 1873)

S. S. Duncan, David S. Hodges,
November 6, 1849

J, R, Bennett, J, B. Duncan,
November 25, 1853

Andrew J. Tompon.l George B. Waller,
November 19 and 21, 1857

Stephen Dunlap, Nathan Hart,

November 19, 1861,

November 7, 1865

Job W. English, John Hardin,
November 2, 1869

Sheriffs
(County collectors to 1839 and 1844 to date2)

Willie Green,

April 2, 1823,
August 2, 1824 (elected),
December 11, 1826

Samuel T, Mathews,
September 11, 1828,
September 2, 1830

William Orcar,
August 20, 1832,
August 22, 1834

A, Dunlap,
September 5, 1838

Ira Davenport,
August 13, 1840

Alexander Dunlap,

August 11, 1842

William Green,

August 12, 1844

1, Recorded as Thonpson, Records of Commissioners" Court (co\inty court),

V. E, p, 444.
2, Alexander Dunlap appointed collector March 13, 1839, and James H. Lurton

appointed March 13, 1840, Records of Connissioners' Court, v, B, p.

357,456, Janes H. Lurton appointed March 5, 1841, and William G, John-

son appointed for two years March 10, 1842, Ibid,, v, C, p. 68,149,
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Sheriffs (cont.)

Ira Davenport,
August 9, 1845f
August 27, 1846,
August 22, 1848

Jonathan Neeley,
November 2, 1850

Martin H, Cassell,
Novemher 23, 1852

Cynis Mathews,
November 14, 1854

Charles Sajnple,

November 10, 1856
Issac S. Hicks,

November 18, 1858
Edward Scott,

November 14, 1860
Andrew J, Bradshaw,

December 20, 1862
Smith M, Palmer,

December 1, 1864
Sylvester L. Moore,

November 19, 1866
Issiac S. Siever,

November 13, 1868
Benjamin Pyatt,

November 16, 1870
William Broadwell,

November 29, 1872
Irvin Dunlap,

November 12, 1874,
November 13, 1876,
December 2, 1878

William H, Hinricksen,
December 1, 1880

William C, Wright,
December 1, 1882

George Jameson,
December 6, 1886

James F. Seef,

November 26, 1890
Hardin Cox,

November 28, 1894
Charles H. Widmayer,

November 22, 1898
Henry J, Rodgers,

November 21, 1902
Charles B. Graff,

November 26, 1906
Walter B. Rogers,

November 29, 1910
Grant Graff,

December 4, 1914
W. H. Weatherford,

November 20, 1918
Thomas 0. Wright,

November 27, 1922
Grant Graff,

November 16, 1926
Fletcher J, Blackburn,

November 26, 1930
Kenneth Woods,

November 20, 1934
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Coroners (cont.)

James Mitchell
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Treasurers*
(Ex-officio assessors to 1839,

1844 to 1872, and 1873 to datel)

Amos G, Philips,
August 7, 1837 (elected)

C. Ludlun,2
August 5, 1839 (elected)

James H, Lurton,
August 7, 1843 (elected),
August 2, 1847 "

William G. Johnson,
November 6, 1848 (elected),
November 6, 1849 " ,

November 8, 1853 " ,

November 21, 1857
Thomas J. Caldwoll,

Novombor 30, 1859
James H, Laston,

November 15, 1861,
November 18, 1863,
November 7, 1865

Geo, W, Fanning,
November 2, 1869

William H. Wright,

3

November 4, 1873,
November 10, 1875,
December 1, 1877,
December 1, 1879

Irwin Dunlap,
December 1, 1882

Daniel Bohan,
December 6, 1886

Thomas Dabyns,
November 26, 1890

John H. Van Winkle,
November 28, 1894

Henry J. Rogers,
November 22, 1898

John W, Clary,
November 24, 1902

Walter B, Rogers,
November 26, 1906

Jerry Cox,
November 28, 1910

The first county treasurers were appointed until 1837, A fire on De-
cember 6, 1827 destroyed records from beginning of county in 1823,

Stephen Spencer is recorded as outgoing treasurer, March 5, 1829, and

Jacob Redding had been appointed treasurer, March 4, 1829, Records of

Commissioners' Coiirt, v. A, p. 65,62, In the same record volume,

Elam Brown is shown as appointed March 11, 1831, p. 178; Joseph Rey-

nolds, March 8, 1832, p. 260; John Green, March 6, 1833, p. 325; and

Equillar Hall, treasurer, submitting settlement with late treasurer,
March 4, 1835, p, 462, John Green was appointed March 12, 1836, and
Amos G. Philips, March 10, 1837, ibid,, v, B, p. 71,166.
William T. Givcns and Richard Nelson appointed assessors March 12,

1839, of "1st and 2nd Assessors' Districts," Records of Commissioners'

Court, V. B, p, 353, In the same record vol\amo, p. 457, Joseph H,

Bates, William Pcterfish, Jacob Talkington, and E. W. Hamer were ap-

pointed assessors March 13, 1840, In volume C, James L, Martin was

appointed assessor March 5, 1841, p. 68; William French, March 10,

1842, p. 149; and John T. Jones, April 3, 1843, p. 252,

John Groen is recorded as treasurer-elect presenting bond of $12,000

September 14, 1839, Records of Commissioners' Court, v, B, p. 362,

The reason for this discrepancy in names cannot be ascertained,
W. H. Wright is recorded as the new treasurer, December 18, 1871,

County Court Record, v, G, p, 446,



« •
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William A, Masters,
December 4, 1914

Grant Graff,
November 20, 1918

W. H. Weatherford,
November 27, 1922

Treasurers (cont.)

George L, Riggs,
November 15, 1926

Lee Stice,
November 24, 1930

W. H. Self,
November 20, 1934

Superintendents of Schools*
(School commissioners to 1865)

John T. Jones,
August, 1841

Joseph Cassell,
August 7, 1843

Henry Dusenberry,
August 4, 1845

Henry B, McClure,
August 2, 1847
November 6, 1849

Horace Spalding,
November 5, 1850
November 4, 1851

W. Catlin,
December 24, 1853

Newton Bateman,
November 21, 1857

John T, Springer,
November 30, 1859,
November 5, 1861

Samuel M. Martin,
November 18, 1863,
November 7, 1865
superintendent of

November 2, 1869
Henry Higgins,

November 4, 1373
November 7, 1877

(elected)

(elected)

(elected)

(elected)

,

(elected)

,

(elected)

(elected
schools)

,

(elected)

(elected)

,

II

Christopher M. Sevier,
December 15, 1881,
December 1, 1882

Alfred L. Lynn,
December 6, 1886

Harry C. Montgomery,
November 26, 1890

Hart A. Withoe,
November 28, 1894

Prank A. Johnson,
November 22, 1898,
November 24, 1902

Harry C, Montgomery,
February 17, 1904 (vice Frank

A. Johnson, deceased),
November 26, 1904,
November 26, 1906,
November 23, 1910

Herbert H. Vasconcellos,
August 3, 1914 (vice

Montgomery, deceased),
December 4, 1914,
November 20, 1918,

August 14, 1923,
November 2, 1926 (elected),

August 3, 1931

Victor H. Sheppard,
July 26, 1935

* Prior to 1829, throe trustees were appointed or elected in each township
to supervise sale of school lands (section 16 in each township); Jonathan
Piper, Daniel Rankin, John Wi\Tos 'vero appointed March 7, 1828 in town-
ship 14 north, range 13 y/est, and William Rodgors, Colman Deathrago,
David Watkins were appointed June 2, 1828 in township 13 north, range 8

west. Records of Commissioners' Court, v. A, p, 16,22. The revised laws
of 1829 provided that an agent or commissioner be appointed to handle
sale of school lands. In the first commissioners' record volimo, p. 202,
William Thomas is shown appointed as agent June 8, 1831; on page 465,

John T. Jones is recorded as appointed school commissioner March 6, 1835.
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Surveyors
(Beginning September 1936, surveyor

appointed "by board of county commissioners)

Johnson (John,
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3. HOUSING, CASE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RSCOi©S

Built in 1868, the seventy-year old courthouse of Morgan County in

Jacksonville reflects the influence of the French Renaissance style of

architecture in its dormer-windowed twin towers in the arched and round

windows, and in the pillared and arched front entrance. Stone, hrick,

concrete, steel, and wood were used in its construction, but the "build-

ing is not fireproof. Only five percent of the records arc housed in

fireproof vaults. The structure, two stories with an attic, is 50 feet

in heiglit, 75 feet in width, and 128 feet in length. The east tower is

25 feet higher than the main part of the courthouse while the west tower

is 40 feet higher.

Contract to build this courthouse was let to Charles R. Underwood
of Shelhyville, Illinois, September 30, 1867, he being the lowest bidder

($147,000),^ This is the third courthouse in the history of the county.

The first courthouse was burned in 1827 and the earliest records were

destroyed; one volume, however, a record of deeds was saved, because the

recorder Dennis Rockwell had taken the vol\ime home to do work upon it.

The second courthouse was built with brick sind completed in 1830, An
order was made October 25, 1869 that this courthouse be abandoned on the

eleventh day of November and the now courthouse be declared to be the

legal courthouse of Morgan County,2 While improvements and repairs have

been made from time to time, the depositories for the largest bulk of

records are crowded to capacity. These depositories include the county

clerk's vault, the circuit clerk and recorder's offices, the treasurer's

office and vault, and the sheriff-collector's office. Of the two store-

rooms in the attic, the north room is crowded; no records are shown as

being filed in the south room. Atmospheric conditions are poor in the

north room and there is considerable soot and dirt. Elsewhere, though,

depositories are free from any appreciable amount of dust.

The offices smd all records of the county and probate clerk, circuit

clerk sind recorder, sheriff and collector (who also has an office and a

limited number of record volumes in the county jail), treasurer and assessor,

state's attorney, superintendent of schools, county department of public

welfare, and the county nurse are located in the courthouse. The super-

intendent of highways has ain office in the courthouse but does not keep any

records. Highway records are kept by the county clerk and the treasurer.

The surveyor has no office and his records are deposited in the recorder's

office. The coroner has his office and keeps seventy-five percent of his

records at his home at 748 TTest Douglas Avenue, Jacksonville; the remaining

coroner's records are found in the county clerk's office. All the records

1, County Court Record , v, G,, p, 59,

2, Ibid,, p. 247,
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of the county hone axe kept in the superintendent's office on the first

floor. The county home is located seven miles northwest of Jacksonville,
served hy rural free mail delivery. In the office of the superintendent
of the Morgan County tulDerculosis sanitarium, referred to as the Oak Lawn
Sanatorium, one mile east of Jacksonville, are kept all the records of

this institution. Both the county home and the tuberculosis sanitarium
were built at approximately the same time as was the courthouse, the county
home in 1866, and the sajiitarium in 1872,

The county and prohate clerk's office, office annex, and vault occupy
the southeast section of the first floor, the office being situated be-
tween the annex and the vault. The office, 22 feet by 23 feet in size,

has two largo windows; natural lighting is supplemented by electric light-
ing. The floor is of wood, the ceiling is covered with metal, and walls
are of plaster. One percent of the clerk's records are filed in steel
cabinets arranged along the east and west walls. Crowding is not a factor
at present, and room for expansion is available, ConsultaJits of records
will find conveniences here as well as in the office annex and vault. The
office annex is a smaller room, 16 feet by 22 feet, and is lighted by one
large window. No filing equipment is maintained in this room, and only
three record volumes were found deposited here. The greatest percentage
of the county clerk's records, or seventy-three percent, are housed in the
vault which is in the east tower. This depository is also used as a work-
room. The area is about 828 square feet, the room not being exactly rec-
tangular in shape. A circular steel stairway in the northwest corner leads
to the basement. Steel roller type shelving and file boxes line the four
walls of the vaiilt. Three windows, twelve feet by three feet afford good
working light, in addition to which there is electric light. Freedom from
dirt and dust distinguishes the records housed in this depository. Hero
also are kept the records of the drainage commissioners, and one percent
of the records of the superintendent of schools. In the treasurer's office
vault are twelve percent of the county clerk's records; in the sheriff's
office are seven percent; while four percent are in the basement storeroom;
and throe percent in the north storeroom on the third floor.

The storeroom in the basement originally was 24 feet square, and has a
concrete floor, plaster walls, and metal ceiling. This room is also used by
the county relief office ajid a space 9 feet by 11 feet has been partitioned
off for their private use, A short distance from the entrance to the store-

room is the circular stairway leading to the county clerk' s vault and work-
room. At times this storeroom has been used for common storage by the coun-
ty and circuit clerks, sheriff, treasurer, but only the county clerk had
records filed here at the time of the Inventory, ';7ood shelving, along the

south and west walls, hold 150 feet of bound volumes; there are 80 feet of

unbound materials in 10-inch deep file boxes. Lighting is satisfactory as

arc the accommodations for those using the records. The room is crowded
and there is no room for expansion. Some dust and dampness mitigate against
the best preservation of the records housed here.
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The north storeroom and the south storeroom on the third or attic

floor are on the east side and are separated by the stairway. Both store-

rooms are the same in size, 26 feet hy 16 feet. No records are housed in

the south storeroom, as there is no filing equipment, but the north store-

room is crowded. This storeroom contains three percent of the county

clerk's records, less than one percent belonging to the circuit clerk or

six volumes, thirty-soven percent of the sheriff-collector's records, and

two percent of the treasurer-assessor's files. One hundred and sixty-eight

feet of wood shelving along the north and west walls are not sufficient to

hold all the record volumes. Twenty feet of unbound material aro contained

in 12-inch deep file boxes, and the balance is in eight sacks. Natural

light is admitted through one window, but the artificial gas light is poor.

Atmospheric conditions aro not favorable; dust and soot have accumulated,

and dampness too, is evident. No accommodations are provided for individ-

uals wishing to investigate the records.

Occupying the greatest portion of the space on the west side of the

first floor are the rooms used by the circuit clerk, and recorder in an

ex-officio capacity. There are three rooms, the circuit clerk's office,

the recorder's office, and an office annex. The office, in the northwest

corner, is 19 feet by 23 feet and is well lighted by three largo windows.

Steel roller type shelving is found along the north, west, and south walls.

There are 125 feet of bound volumes, and 150 feet of unbound material in a

wood cabinet which represent thirty-one percent of the circuit clerk and

recorder's records. This office is crowded but facilities for record users

are good.

The recorder's office is the largest room, 32 feet by 25 feet with

steel roller type shelving and steel file boxes arranged along all four

walls. All phj'sical conditions are satisfactory but additional space and

equipment are needed. Fifty percent of the circuit clerk and recorder's

records are filed here of which twenty-six percent are records kept by the

circuit clerk as recorder. Provisions for consultants of the records are

good here but not in the office annex. This room is only 12 feet by 25

feet in size with ateel shelving along the south wall. The 154 feet of

bound volumes an^ the same footage of \xnbound materials constitute eighteen

percent of the records. More filing equipment would be of considerable ad-

vantage in the filing of records. The final one percent of the circuit

clerk's records is found in various locations, in the circuit courtroom on

the second floor are five volumes, in the north storeroom in the attic are

six volumes, and in the old age assistance office on the second floor is

one file box.

The sheriff in Morgan County servos as ex-officio county collector and

has an office in the courthouse on the first floor as well as an office on

the first floor of the county jail. Sixty-four percent of the sheriff's

records pertain to the collection function of his office. His office in

the courthouse is 23 foet by 20 feet and receives natural light from three

large windows. Steel shelving and file boxes fit against the east and

south walls. Those records receptacles hold thirty-six percent of the

sheriff's files and seven percent of those kept by the county clerk. This





~ 56 -

Housing, Care, and Accessi- (First entry, p. 71)

tility of the Records

room is crowded ajid additional space ajad equipment would expedite filing of

records. Good accoxnmodations prevail for record consultants. Besides the

records kept in his office, the sheriff keeps twenty percent in the treas-

urer' s office vault, thirty-seven percent in the north stororoom in the

attic, and sovon percent in the county jail. The jail is a two-story stone,

trick, and concrete building, erected in 1880, "but today is in need of re-

pair. Tho sheriff's office on tho first floor is 12 feet hy 24 feet, well

lighted, T3ut containing only a desk, on which four record volumes are filed,

and three chairs. Installation of proper filing equipment is needed to as-

sure care and preservation of tho records.

Adjacent to tho circuit clerk's office annex is tho office of the

treasurer and assessor, in which a brick vault has "been built. The office

is 24 feet by 22 feet, and the vault is 7 feet by 5 feet. Tv¥0 windows

admit ample natural light into tho office, and other physical factors also

are satisfactory. Steel roller type shelving and wood file drawers hold

forty-eight percent of the treasurer's records. There is little room re-

maining for filing of records and additional space and equipment are essen-

tial to efficiency. Conveniences, though, for researchers into the records

are good, Tho vault, too, is crowded. Wood shelving has boon built along

all walls but tho west, Fifty percent of the treasurer's records are

housed here as well as twelve percent of the county clerk's records, and

twenty percent of the sheriff's records. Two percent of the treasurer's

records arc housed in the north storeroom in the attic. There is no room

for accommodations for record users in this vault, and the estimate is that

fifty percent more space and equipment are needed for proper housing of

records

,

One remaining office on the first floor is that of the state's attor-

ney. The office is divided by a partition .and records are kept in the east

office which is 15 feet by 11 feet. This office is lighted by one large

window, and has the advantage of not being crowded for space. All the rec-

ords of the state's attorney are filed in one file drawer. Good accommoda-

tions exist for record users, Tho west office is used as a private office.

The superintendent of schools has an office and a workroom on the

second floor. The office, 20 foot by 22 feet, has three largo windows

v/hilc the workroom, 16 feet by 25 feet, has only one. In the office, along

the north, oast, and west walls on 75 foot of \70od shelving are 50 foot of

bound volumes and 25 feet of unbound materials which make up ninety-six

percent of the superintendent's records. Room for expansion is available

should need arise. Facilities for those desiring to peruse the records are

plentiful both in the office and in the workroom. Shelving in the workroom

is arranged similarly to that in the offico, but holds only throe percent

of the records. The final one percent of tho superintendent's records is

housed in the county clerk's vault on tho first floor.

The office of the superintendent of highways, 20 foot by 23 feet, is

on the second floor.
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The county department of puolic welfare, division of old age assist-
ance, occupies an office space 12 feet Ijy 25 feet with an additional 300
square feet for service purposes. Light enters the rooms through two

large windows, 28 square feet in area. All records of this department
are filed in throe steel cahinets arranged along the west wall in the

office. Included in those files are papers belonging to the circuit
court dealing with juvenile probation, Crov/ding is not a factor here,
and conveniences for record users are most desirable,

Tlie county nurse has her office and all records in the basement in
the county heiilth department. This room is 14 feet by 26 feet and has
good natural lighting as well as artificial light. Records are filed in
two steel drawers. Two desks and four chairs provide facilities for con-
sultants of records.

The county coroner has his office and keeps seventy-five percent of
his records at his homo at 748 West Douglas Avenue, This brick home
built in 1890 is two stories in height, and the coroner uses a front room
on the first floor for his office. All physical conditions are excellent

as are the accommodations for persons desiring to see the records. Twenty-

five percent of the coroner's records are filed in the county clerk's
office in the courthouse.

The county home is situated seven miles northwest of Jacksonville on

a rural free deliver^' route. The original county farm bought in 1842
was sold in 1866 as the land became too valuable, due to the growth of the
city of Jacksonville, The present farm consists of two hundred acres, and
the county home is solidly built of stone, brick, and wood. The superin-
tendent's office is in room one on the first floor; it is 20 feet by 18

feet in size and is pleasantly lighted by three windows; other physical
conditions also are satisfactory. All records are kept on a wood shelf

on the cast wall. Conveniences are available to users of records.

The county tuberculosis sajiitarium is located one mile east of Jack-
sonville. It was built in 1872 of stone, brick, and wood, and has two

full stories, and a basement. The building is 35 feet in height, 200 feet

in width, and 50 feet deep. The office of the superintendent is on the

first floor and all of his records are kept in steel and wood filing
cabinets along the north and south walls. Lighting and other physical
factors are excellent, auid room is available for expansion when necessary.
Record users will find adequate conveniences for their work.

In conclusion it may be stated that considerable skill has been exer-

cised to make the best use of the space available in the courthouse of

Morgan County. The b\ilk of records, though, demeind more space and equip-
ment. This space is available in the attic, but well-constructed storage
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tility of the Records

rooms should be Ijuilt that would keep out dust, soot, and dampness. The
tvro storage rooms now built in the attic are in poor condition. Fireproof
vaults could be built in the basement, but certain offices and public fa-
cilities now occupying space there would have to be moved to the attic
where necessary rooms and equipment would. need to be provided. These im-
provements would tend to promote better preservation of the records and
to provide extra room for office purposes.

With the exception of the few early records destroyed by fire in the
first courthouse, no other fires or floods ha.ve destroyed any of the reo-
ords. The gaps existing in record dates are nominal, and may be attribu-
ted to changes in administration or in systems of keeping records. Index-
ing and filing, as carried out in the records of Morgan County, correspond
in the main with the systems and practices generally adopted by the great
majority of Illinois counties.
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4. ABBEEVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND EXPLAITATOHY NOTES

alph, alphabet ical(ly)
app, appendix
arr „ _ arranged ( arrangement

)

Art,. Article
as

s

r , assessor
atty, attorney
aud, „ auditor
M. _ toard
bdl

,

bundle ( s

)

bldg, building
bsmt, basement
cf

,

confer ( compare

)

ch, ch.apter(s)

chron, _ chronological ( ly

)

cir, circuit
elk, clerk
CO, county
coll, collector
cont, continued
cor, coroner
ct, _ court
dept, „ department
f .b, file box(es)
f , d , file drawer ( s

)

f1 . ..JZZZZZZIIIZ'IZIIZZ]!III!II]II'I!II f1 r

fm, form
ft, feet
hdgs, headings
hdw, handwritten
hwys, _ highways
ibid, ibidem (in the same place)

i.e. id est (that is)

111, Illinois Reports ( Supreme Court)

111,. App,
_.. Z.. Illinois Appellate Court (Reports)

111 ,S.A, Illinois Statutes Annotated

in, inch( e s

)

L

a

Laws (of Illinois)
mi

,

mi le ( s

)

no , ( s

)

number ( s

)

N.W, Northwestern Reporter
off, office
op. cit, _ opere citato (in the work cited)

P • _ pago ( s

)

pr, printed
pro, probate
rec, „ recorder

R,L. Revised Laws (of Illinois)

rm, room
R,S, Revised Statutes (of Illinois)

sch, ^ school(s)
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Explanatory Notes

sec

,

_ _ sec t ion( s

)

sep, separate
Sess. Session
sh, sheriff

Sp. Special
strm, storeroom
supt, superintendent

surv, surveyor
treas, treasurer
twp , ( s) „ townshipC s)

U.S.R.S. „ United States Revised Statutes

U. S, S. _ United States Statutes

V, _ : volume ( s

)

vet, veterinarian

vie

e

in place of

vlt, vault

— ;
current

1, Despite inaccuracies in spelling and punctuation, titles of rec-

ords siTC shown in the inventory proper exactly as on volumes and file boxes.

The current or most recent title is used as the title of the entry,

2, Explanatory additions to inadequate titles and corrections of

erroneous titles are enclosed in parentheses and have initial capitals,

3, In the absence of titles, supplied titles are capitalized and en-

closed in parentheses,

4, In the title set-up, letters or numbers in parentheses indicate

the exact labeling on volumes or file boxes. If the volumes or file boxes

are unlabeled, no labeling is indicated,

5t Title line cross references arc used to complete series for rec-

ords kept separately for a period of time, and. in other records for dif-

ferent periods of time. They are also used in all artifical entries - rec-

ords which must be shovm separately under their own proper office or section

heading even though they are kept in files or records appearing elsewhere in

the inventory. In both instances, the description of the master entry shows

the title and entry number of the record from which the cross reference is

made. Dates shovm in the description of the master entry are only for the

part or parts of the record contained therein, and are shown only when they

vary from those of the master entry,

6, Separate third paraigraph cross references from entry to entry, and

"see also" references under subject headings, are used to show prior, sub-

sequent, or related records which are not part of the same series,

7, Unless the index is self-contained, an entry for the index immedi-

ately follows its record entry. Cross references are given for exceptions

to this rule,

8, Records may be assumed to be in good condition unless otherwise

indicated,
9, On maps and plat records, the names of author, engraver, and pub-

lisher, and information on scale have been omitted only when these data

were not ascertainable,
10, Unless otherwise specified, all records are located in the county

courthouse.
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I. COUNTY BOABD

In Illinois, the county "board is that "body which exercises the corpo-
rate or politic power of the county, 1 In Morgan County since 18232 three
todies have successively acted as a county hoard: the county commissioners'
court, the county court, and the hoard of county commissioners.

The Constitution of 1818 provided that there should he elected in
each county, for the purpose of transacting all county business, three
commissioners whoso term of service, powers, and duties should he regu-
lated and defined by law, 3 The first General Assembly denominated the
commissioners a court of recordj styled the county commissioners' court,

4

Four annual sessions were required to be held for six days each, \inless

the business should be completed sooner; additionally, any one of the
commissioners had power, upon giving five days notice to the remaining
commissioners and the clerk of the court, to call a special court which
had the same authority as at a regular session,^ The first commissioners
were elected for an irregular term;6 subsequently, it was provided that
they should be elected at each biennial general election,''' In 1837, the
term was lengthened to three yeairs and staggered, with one new commissioner
elected annually, 8 Thereafter, the commissioner who was longest in office
was to be recognized as the presiding officer of the court, 9 Compensation,
originally set at the sum of $2,50 for esich day's attendance in holding
court, 10 later was reduced to $1,50,11 In 1821 provision was made for the

1, R,L.1827 . p, 107j R,S.1B45 , p, 130; R.S.1874 , p, 306,
2, Morgan County was created in 1823 ( L.1825 , p, 108-10).
3, Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec, 4,
4, L.iei9 , p. 175,
5, Ibid., p. 175,176.
6, Ibid,, p, 100, The commissioners were to continue in office from the

election held on the foTirth Monday in April, 1819 until the first
Wednesday in August, 1820, and until their successors were elected
and qualified. Not until 1821 was provision made for the election
of such successors ( L.1821 , p. 80), In Morgan County the first com-

missioners were elected in March, 1823 and held office \intil August,

1824, and the next occurrence of a regular biennial election,

7, L.1821 , p, 80.
8, R.L.1357 , p, 103,104, In 1838, to initiate the new procedure, three

commissioners were elected; by lot, they hold office respectively for

one, two, and three years.
9, Ibid,, p, 104.

10, L,1819
, p. 176.

11. R.L.1827, p. 205.
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removal of commissioners for malfeasance or nonfeasance of duties, vrith

proceedings as in criminal cases;! v/hen the first criminal code was en-
acted in 1827, the penalty was modified to a fine of not more than $200,
with removal from office only upon recommendation of the jury.^ Vacancies
resulting from any cause were filled by special election upon order of the
clerk of the covirt to the district judges of election. "^

In 1848 when the State of Illinois adopted a new constitution, the
county commissioners' court was discontinued. In its place, the consti-
tution provided for an administrative body to be composed of an elected
officer, the county judge', and such number of justices of the peace as
should be required by law,^ In the following legislative session, the
General Assembly provided for the election of two justices of the peace
to sit with the county judge to transact county business. 5 Their term of
office, like that of the county judge, was set at four years. ^ This body,
styled the county court, was required to hold four sessions annually and
when so sitting, had all power, jurisi^iction, and authority formerly co?i-

ferred upon the county commissioners' pouyt.' The compensation of the
county judge was originally set at $2,50 for every day of holding court.

^

In 1855 the amount was increased to $3,00.^

The new constitution also directed the General Assembly to provide
by general law, for a township organization under which any county might
organize whenever a majority of the voters in the county should so de-
termine, 10 By provision of the subsequent enabling acts,^ a board of
supervisors, whose members were to be elected one in each township annu^-

ally, was created to transact all county business in counties adopting
township organization.-'-^ Morgain Covmty, however, retained the county court

as its governing body throughout the second constitutional period.

1, L.1821
, p. 20-22. Sonviction further carried disqualification from

holding office fcr one year.
2, B«L.1827 , p. 145.
3, R,L.1837 , p. 104, No election was required to be held if the term of

the commissioner vacating office would have. expired with six months
from the date of .vacancy.

4, Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec, 16,17,19.
5, L.1849

. p. 65,66.

6, Constitution. of 1848, Art. V, sec. 17; L.1849 . p, 62,65,66.

7, L,1849 , p, 65.

8, Ibid., p. 63.

9, L.1855 . p, 181.
10. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 6.

11. L,1849 , p. 190-224; L.1851 , p. 35-78, The later law repealed and was

a complete substitute for the earlier, but so far as their effect on
the sphere of county government. is concerned, there was almost no
difference between the two.

12. L.1849 . p. 192,202-4; L.1851 , p. 38,50-52.
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In 1870, when a nev; state constitution was adopted, a further change
occurred in the fona of the county board. The new constitution, while
continuing the provision for township organization, created for all
counties not adopting this plan a board of three commissioners, serving
for three-year terms, to effect the administration of county business.^
The legal status of this administrative body was further defined by legis-
lation enacted four years later"^ v;hich required the board to hold five re-
gular sessions a year^ and fixed the amount of compensation of the com-
missioners at t'3.00 for every day spent in the transaction of county busi-
ness; additionally, the commissioners were allowed five cents per mile for
all necessary travel,^ The some act required the commissioners to take an

oath which was to be filed in the office of the county clerk, and provided
that they should receive their commissions from the Governor. At the Dec-
ember session in each year the board members were to elect one of their
number chairman. Two members were constituted a quorum to do business.

°

Those original provisions have not been changed since their enactment in
1874 v/ith the exception of the amount of compensation allowed the members.
Increased to $5.00 a day in 1911,"^ it was lowered in 1933 to $4.00, the
present sum." Five cents per mile has continued to be allotted for nec-
essary travel,^ In Morgan County the board of county commissioners has
been the administrativo body since the election of the first commissioners
in 1873.

The functions of the Illinois county board, in contrast to its legal
status, have undorgono little change since the beginning of statehood, the
development being merely one of accretion and increasing complexity of

duties within a v/ell-def inod and nearly static sphere of authority and jur-

isdiction. Tho law establishing the court of county commissioners con-
ferred upon it jurisdiction in all matters concerning county revenue. '•'-'

Of this basic provision, nearly all other statutory powers of the court
can be considered extensions; some, enunciated in the same law, already
show such a legislative viewpoint. The court was given power to regulate

1. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 5.

2. Ibid., Art. X, sec. 6. The terms of the commissioners were staggered

to permit the addition to the board of one nev; commissioner annually.
To inaugurate this procedure, two of the first three commissioners to

be elected were to serve shortened terms of one and two years respec-
tively, the choice to be determined by lot.

3. In 1874. See L. 1873-7 4, p. 79,80.
4. L. 1873-74

, p. 79. Special sessions could be called by the chairman
or any two members of the board.

5. L.1873-74, p. 79.
6. Ibid.
7. L.1911, p. 337.

8. L.1933 , p. 615.
9. L.1911 , p. 337; L. 1935 , p. 615.

10. L.1819, p. 175.
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and impose the county tax, and to grant such licenses as might also bring

in a revenue; additionally, it was given authority over all public roads,

canals, turnpike roads, and toll bridges. • Other legislation by the first

General Assembly gave the court power to buy and sell lots -whereon to erect

county buildings and to contract for their construct ion; 2 later, in the

case of the courthouse at least, the court was declared to have care and

custody of the property and the right to make certain disposition of it."^

Care of the indigent was also made a function of the court; it v;as requir-

ed to make appropriations, to be levied and collected in the same manner

as other county revenue, for their support. As an extension of this fis-

cal function, it was required to appoint an overseer of the poor in every

township and establish a county poorhouse if necessary.^ Fiscal control

over school lands was exercised at first solely through the court's power

of appointment of the trustees of school lands ;5 after the creation of

the office of county school coramissioner,^ firmer control was effected

through the medium of reports which the commissioner was required to sub-

mit to the court, 7 By the terms of another early provision, a signifi-

cant precursor of many similar ones to be found in more recent years, the

court also had authority to examine the full accounts of the commissioner. .

Other aspects of goverxmient which, if farther removed from the fiscal core,

come early into this jurisdictional sphere, are elections and juries.
V^ith regard to the former, the court was authorized to establish election
precincts,^ appoint judges of election, 10 and allow compensation to elec-

tion officials for services and stationery.H Its duty in regard to ju-

ries was relatively simple; it was required to select two panels each of

petit and grand jurors. The former vrere required to be enrolled on the

list of taxable inhabitants; the latter, only to be freeholders or house-
holders. 12

1. L.iei9, p. 175.

2. Ibid., p. 237,238.
3. L.1843 , p. 128.

4. L.1819, p. 127; L.1839 , p. 138,139.
5. R.L.1827 , p. 366.

6. R.L.1829
, p. 150.

7. L.1831 , p. 175; R.S, 1845
, p. 500,501.

8. L.1831 , p. 175.

9. L.1821 , p. 74. There was in this la.vr and many of those following, a

limit to the number of precincts vriiich could be established. See

L. 1625, p. 168; R.L.1827 , p. 255; R.L.1829 , p. 54; L.1835
, p. 141,

Prior to 1821, each tovmship was declared by statute to constitute an
election district ( L.1S19 , p. 90).

10. L. 1819, p. 90.
11. Ibid., p. 99#
12. Ibid., p. 255; L.1823, p, 182.
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The substitution of the county court for the county commissioners'

court produced no impor taint changes in the sphere of government; neither

the second constitution nor the enabling legislation made any original

pronouncements with regard to the powers or duties of the former. The

constitution had stated that the county judge, with as many justices of

the peace as the General Assembly should designate, was to hold terms for

the transaction of county business and perform such other duties as the

General Assembly should prescribe. ^ In 1849 the legislature provided

that the county court, in its administrative capacity, should possess and

exercise all the power, jurisdiction, and authority formerly conferred

upon the county commissioners' court, 2 Later legislation clarified the

jurisdiction of the court with respect to certain definite points in

limited areas'^ but the general powers and duties of the court were not

materially augmented, curtailed, or amended subsequent to 1849.

The Constitution of 1870 in creating the board of county commissioners

left the jurisdiction of the board to be defined by the General Assembly.'*

Legislation enacted in 1874 declared the board to be the successor to the

county court in relation to all matters concerning county affairs and gave

it power to perform any act in reference to county government and business

that the county court had previously been empowered to do.° From the re-

vised statutes of 1874 is drawn the following brief statement of the

principal functions of the county board:

1, The purchase, sale, and custody of the real and

personal property of the county,

2, The examination and settlement of accounts against

the county.

3, The issuance of orders on the county treasury in pursuance

of its fiscal administration.
4, The examination of accounts concerning the receipts and

expenditures of county officers,"

1. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19.

2. L.1849 , p. 65,66.
3. L.1855 , p. 116 (limited amount of tax which could be levied by the

county court for county purposes); ibid., p, 211 (authorized county

courts, subject to approval of county electorate, to cause pounds to

be erected in the county precincts for sheep or swine found running

at large); L.1863
, p. 41 (empowered the county court to levy a

special tax for removal of county indebtedness).
4. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 6.

5. L. 1875-74
, p. 79.

6. R.S.1874. p. 306,307.
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5* The supeiwision of elections,! the selection of juries,

2

the construction and raintenance of roads and bridges,

3

and the care of the indigent, infim, and disabled*^

6. The appropriation of funds- necessary to the effecting of
its functions, 5 the raising of such s'juns through taxation,
and, in general, the management of county funds and county
businesses

For counties not under township organisation these principal functions
of -the board have undergone little change since 1874,'

At all tines- the coun-ty board has had a clerk who has served it in a

ninisterial capacity. The law creating the county conniissioners' court
provided that it should have such an officer, and gave it the power to
appoint hin»° This appointive power -was rescinded in 1837 by an act
vAiich made the office elective.9

7!hen the coun-ty court supplanted -the coun-ty comnissioners* court,

the office of clerk of the latter body ceased to exist. A new office
was created by s-t^atute, that of clerk of the county court, with term
set at four years.10 -When the court sat for the t:ransaction of coun-ty

business, its- clerk was in effect the clerk of the county board. Legal
recognition of this distinction -was given in the provision that the

clerk should keep his records of the cohort's administrative actions
separate fron those of its Judicial actions. For this purpose, tw» sets
of books were to be kept.H

In 1870 the new consti-bution created the office of county clerkjl2

subsequently. Hie General Assembly provided that the county clerk should
act as clerk of the county boardl3 as -vrell as ex-officio clerk of the

coun-ty court*14 proia that tine to the present, the board has been served
in a ninisterial capacity by this officer.

1. R.S.1874, p. 456,468.
2. Ibid., p. 630.

3. Ibid., p. 310.

4. Ibid., p. 757,758.
5. In counties not under tovmship organization appropriations for the

erection of public buildings vrere required to be voted upon by the

people of the coun-ty (ibid., p. 307).
6. Ibid., p. 306,307,
7. For a complete list of the present povrers of the county and the county

board, see R.S.1937, p. 928-33.
8. L.1819, p. 175.
9. R.L.1837, p. 49.

10, L.1849, p. 63.

11, Ibid., p. 66.

12, Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8,

13, R.S.1874, p. 322.
14, Ibid., p. 260.
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of Board

The najor record kept by the clerk for the county board is the
minutes of its proceedings. This heterogeneous record includes orders
to issue viarrants on the county treasury; the board's consideration of the

action on reports of conjnittees of its members on reads and bridges,
indigent and infirm relief, schools, taxation, etc.; and its orders in
regard to juries, licenses, and other matters within its jurisdiction.!

The clerk also keeps, separately, a register of orders issued on the
county treas\iry and lists of jury venire; files and preserves all bills
of accounts acted on by the board; and has custody of reports required
to be made to the board by the county treasurer, various school bodies,
and a number of county officers.^ An obligation to prefforve a multiplic-
ity of other records is clearly set forth in tho general provision re-
quiring the clerk to have tlao care and custody of all papers appertaining
to, as well as filed in, his office.

3

Proceedings of Board

1. COUNTY BOARD RECORD, 1827--, 21 v. (A-U), Title varies: County
Court Record; Records; Records of Commissioners' Court*

Record of procoodings of county commissioners' court, county court in its

administrative capacity, and board of county commissioners, showing
minutes of moetings, claims allowed, reports of committoes- and county
officers, accounts, budget record, resolutions, and appointments, bonds,
and oaths of county officers. Also contains Register of 'Vfo.rrants, 1827-
79, entry 3; Blind Pension Record, 1916-27, entry 5; Record (Jury Lists),
1827-65, 1888—, entry 19; and (Docket of Rates and Amounts Tfanted),

entry 20. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by title of subject, 1827-1920,
hdw.; 1921—, typed. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl#

1. L,1819, p, 5,6,28,77,127,334,335,352; L,1823, p. 145,148; L.1826,

p. 130,131; R.L.1829, p. 126,132-37, 151- 53|- L.1831. p. 89,90;
L,1835, p. 131,132,136; L,1839, p. 71,72; R.5,1845, p. 287,342,
403,437; L.1849 , p. 66; L.1861, p, 234-37; R.S.1874, p. 323.

2. L.1819, p. 201,315; L.1825, p. 147; R.L.1827, p, 366; L.1845, p. 169;
R.S.1845, p. 136; L.1861, p. 237; R.S.1874, p. 325.

3. R.S.1674, p. 322.
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of Accounts

2. COKC^IUNICATICaiS TO COUMTY BOARD (Resolutions), 1933—. 1 f.b.

1828-1931 in (County Clerk's Miscellaneous Papers), entry 65A1.

Resolutions of county 'board, showing names of principal and toEird members,

Cause, matter under consideration, and time and date of filing. Arr,

chron. No index. Hdw. and typed, 10 x 5 x 14, Co. elk, 's vlt,, 1st fl.

Disposition of Accounts
(See also entries 267-285)

Registers of County Orders

3. REGISTER OF WAilEAIITS, 18S0— , 15 v. (B-P). 1827-79 in County
Board Record, entry 1.

Register of coiinty rrarrants, including those for witness fees alloT7ed "by

county board of commissioners, showing date, warrant nimber, to whom issued,

date of cancellation, on vihat account paid, "by whom received, smd amount
of warrant. Also contains Register of Mothers' and Blind Pension Orders,

1913-35, entry 6, Arr, by warrant no. llo index. Hdw. under pr, hdgs.
245 p. 18 X 16 X 2. Co. clk«*s vlt., 1st fl,

4. JURY WARRAITTS, 1887—. 2 v.

Register of county court jury warrants, showing court term, date of ser-

vice, v/arrant number, name of juror, aiiount, and date of cancellation.
Arr. chron. No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs. 412 p, 16 x 10 x 2, Co,

clk,"s off,, 1st fl.

5. BLiro PENSION RECORD, 1928—. 1 v. (1). 1916-27 in County

Board Record, entry 1.

Register of blind pension orders, showing name and address of pensioner,
date of p.'^yment, and number and anount of order, Arr, chron. Indexed alph,
by name of pensioner. Hdw. vmder pr, hdgs. 424 p. 16 x 10 x 2, Co. elk. '

s

off., 1st fl,

6. REC-ISTER OF MOTHERS' AND BLIND PENSION ORDERS, 1936—. 1 v. (l),

1913-35 in Register of Warrants, entry 3.

Register of mothers' and blind pension orders, showing order number, to

whom allowed, date, amount, and by whom received. Arr. chron. Indexed
alph, by name of pensioner. Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 420 p, 16 x 10 x 2,

Co, clk,»s off,, 1st fl.

For docujnents in mothers' pension cases, see entry 128,

7. RECORD OF MOTOR FUEL TAX ORDERS, 1932—. 1 v. (l).

Register of motor fuel tax orders, showing date, number, anount, to whom
issued, and for Tdiat purpose. Arr. by order no. No index. Hdw. under
pr. hdgs. 400 p. 16 x 10 x 2, Co. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Cancelled County Orders

8. FILES OF CANCELLED COUNTY ORDERS, 1827—, 250 f.b.

Files of all cancelled county orders, showing date, number, to viion paid,

purpose, anount, and date of cancellation. Arr, chron. No index, Hdw.
on pr. fn, 10 x 5 x 14, Co^ -clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Management of Properties, Roads

9. (STUBS OF COUNTY WABHANTS), 1879—. 6 Ml., 12 v.

Stubs of county warrants issued, showing date, warrant number, to iirtiom

issued, purpose, and amount. Arr, by warrant no. No index. Hdw. on pr,

fm. Bdl. 6 X 4 X 4; V. 100 p. 18 x 3 x |. 6 bdl., 11 v., 1879-1937,

north strm,, 3rd fl.; 1 v., 1938— , co, elk, ' s vlt,, 1st fl.

Pension Funds and Applications (See

also entries 3, 5, 6, 128)

10. APPLICATION FOR RELIEF OF BLIND, 1916—. 2 f.b.

Papers in blind pension cases including applications for benefit, affi-
davits of witnesses, and examiner's certificates. Arr, chron. No index.

Hdw. on pr. fm. 4 x 4 x 10, Co. elk, »s off,, 1st fl.

Receipts and Expenditures

11, COUNTY CLERK'S LEDGER. 1873—. 7 v, (1 not lettered, A^F).
Missing! 1878-94,

Ledger of accounts of coxinty funds, showing nane of acco^int, fee book and
page numbers, amount, and to vihom paid. Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by
name of account. Hdw. on pr, fm, 280 - 296 p, 16 x 8 x 2 - 16 x 11 x 2,

1 V. not lettered, 1873-77, v*s A-E, 1895-1925, strm., bsmt.j v, F, 1926—,
CO, clk:,*s vlt,, 1st fl.

Bills and Claims

12. COUNTY CLAIMS, 1927—, 54 f.b. 1836-1926 in (County Clerk's
Miscellaneous Papers), entry 65A2,

County claims allowed, showing date, number, and amount of claim, name of
claimant, purpose, date of filing, and signature of clerk; also contains
motor fuel tax claims, 1933~, Arr, chron. No index, Hdw, on pr, fm,

10 X 5 X 14. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Managonent of County Properties and Roads

Deods and Contracts

13, (COUNTY DEEDS AND CONTRACTS), 1863—, In (County Clerk's Miscel-

laneous Papers) , entry 65A3,
Deeds to property owned by county, dedications of right of way for roads,

and contracts for constiniction and repair of county-owned buildings, in-

cluding courthouse.

Bond Issues "•

14, (CANCELLED COUNTY BONDS), 1866—. In (Co\inty Clerk's Miscellane-

ous Papers), entry 65A3.
Bonds from various county issues, which have matured and been cancelled.
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to Board; Jury Lists

<

Insurance (See

also entry 248)

15. IKSURAKCE POLICIES, 1930—. 1 f.b.

Insurance policies on county property, showing name of company, date of
policy, description and location of property, insured value, premium, and
filing date. Arr, chron. No index. Hdw. and typed on pr. fm.

10 X 5 X 14, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Road Plats and Petitions

16, RECORDS A1:D PLATS OF ROADS IN MORGAN COUNTY, 1873-73. 1 v.

Records and plats of roads and townships, showing location; also commissioner
of highways' record of receipt of petitions, showing location and legal
description of road, and signature of road commissioner. Arr. "by sec,
twp#, and range. No index. Kdw. 346 p. 18 x 18 x 1^, Co. clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl.

Reports to Board

17. (REPORTS TO COUNTY BOARD), 1837—. In (County Clerk's Miscel-
laneous Papers) , entry 65A4,

Reports to the county board in its various forms on activities, and receipts
and expenditures of various officials, including road commissioners, 1837—;
fence viewers, 1847-1933; county treasurer, 1864-1933; coxmty clerk, 1879—

;

circuit clerk, 1884-1919; superintendent of state hospital (on condition
of and expenditures for patients sent from Morgan County), 1891-1919;
state's attorney, 1893—; superintendent of schools, 1893—; superintendent
of poor farm, 1894-1904; and' sheriff, 1895—

,

18, ROAD VIETORS' REPORTS, 1823-93, 23 f,t». Discontinued,
Reports of road viewers, showing date, names of viewers, reports of road
locations and conditions, and remarks. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. and
hdw. on pr. fm, 5 x 4 x 10, Co. elk, ' s vlt., 1st fl.

Jury Lists
(See also entries 4, 65A5, 129, 193, 231, 249, 271, 272)

19, RECORD (Jury Lists), 1366-87, 2 v. 1827-65, 1888— in County
Board Record, entry 1.

Lists of grand and petit jurors, showing name of juror, precinct number,
and date of service, Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. 400 p, 12 x 9 x 1|-,

Co, clk,'s vlt., 1st fl.
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II. COUNTY CLERK

Forertmner of the present county clerk Wad the clerk of the county
conmissioners' court. This court was the administrative body in Morgan
County from the organization of the coxmty, in 1823 to 1849.^ The

Constitution of 1848 and laws of 1849 created a new judicial branch of

county government presided over by the coiinty judge and entitled the
M county court," and provided for the quadrennial election of a "clerk
of the county court. "2 in addition to his duties as clerk of the judi-

cial court, the incumbent was also to. act as clerk of the administrativa
branch of government which consisted of the county judge and two justices

of the peace sitting at special terms. 3 The clerk was required to keep

the records of the court's judicial actions separate from those resulting

from its activities as an administrative body,'*

Both the above mentioned clerks performed the duties of county clerk

a^ well as those of clerk of a judicial or administrative body. In fact,

legislation frequently referred to them as "county clerks" when defining

duties relating to county business as distinct from their duties as clerks

of judicial or administrative bodies.^ In 1870 a new constitution was

adopted in which provision was made for the election of a county clerk^

who has continued to act to the present in this capacity, and also as clerk

of the county board"^ and clerk of the county court. ^ The revised statutes

of 1874 adopted the use of a distinction of titles for each of his ex-

officio capacities, applying the title "County. clerk" only when referring

to his duties as such.^ It is the performance of these duties that gives

rise to the records dealt with in this section.

The clerk was an appointee of the county commissioners' court in

Morgan County from 1823 to 1837.^^ In the latter year the office became
elective with a four-year term;^^ a two-year term became effective in

1, Constitution of 1818, Schedule, sec. 4* L,1819 , p. 175,

2, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec. 16,18,19; L.1849 , p. 63,

3, L.1849 , p, 65,66.
4, Ibid.

, p. 66.

5, L.1819 , p. 27; L.1853 . p. 87; L,1855 , p, 37,

6, Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8,

7i R.S.1874 , p. 322.

8, Ibid., p. .260.

9, Ibid., 260,322,
10. L.1819

. p, 175.

11. R,L.1837. p. 49.
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1847.1 A bond of $1,000 was set. 2 The clerk of the county court served
for a four-year term and was bonded in the sum of $3,000.*^ The Constitution
of 1870 in establishing the office pf county clerk set the term of office
at four years. '^ The revised statu t-ea of 1874 provided that the. amount of
his bond be sot by tho county board. The bond is entered upon the records
of his office, and deposited with the clerk of the circuit court. He is
required to take oath, and is commissioned by the Governor. 5 The county
seal is kept by the clerk and is used by him when required.^

In general, the coxinty clerk's performance of his functions results
in records relating to the following: taxation, vital statistics, licenses,
and bonds. Various officials and agencies having authority over these
matters. report to, or deposit records with, the county clerk, who in this
manner acts as a coordinating factor in the execution of local and state
affairs. In regard to other of these matters, the clerk is required to

perform duties on his own behalf and retain the records resulting from
such performance.

Illustrations of both of these procedures may be found by examining
the various duties and records relating to taxation. It is the duty of

the county clerk to. procure all books and blanks used in the assessment
and collection of taxes, and to list in such books the lands and lots
subject to taxation,''' These books are turned over to the county assessor
who enters the valuations against 'each piece of property listed and returns
the books in duplicate to the county clerk. ^ Personal property assessments
are handled in essentially the same manner. The county board, acting as

ex-officio board of .review, then makes adjustments on complaints and equal-

izes assessments bet'.veen districts, certifying corrections and revisions

to the county clerk. 9 The county clerk then reports the entire assessment
list to the state tax commission for equalization, the equalized list then

being used by the county clerk in ascertaining tax rates and extending
taxes. '•'-'

1, L.1845
, p, 28. Effective in 1847.

2, L.1819 , p. 176,177; R.L.1835 , p. 143; R.S.1845 , p. 131.

3t L.1849 , p, 63,64,
4. Constitution of 1870, Art,.X, sec, 8.

5. R.S.1874 ,'.p. 321.

6. L.1849 , p. 63;
'

R.S.1874 , p. 321.

7. L.1867 , p. 106; L.1871-72 , p. 19,32; L.1903 , p. 297. During the

period of the first constitution such books and lists were prepared

by the auditor of public accounts and turned over to the clerk of

the county commissioners' court ( L.1825 , p. 173; R.L.1827 , p. 320;

L.1859 . p, 3,4; L.1847 , p. 79).

8. L. 1871-72 . p. 19,21-23.
9. Ibid., p. 24,25,69; L.1898 , p. 47,48; L.1935 , p. 1163-66.

10. L.1919 . p. 723.





- 77 -

County Clork (Next ontry 20, p. 80)

The state tax commission also certifies to the county clerk the

assessments of the capital stock of corporations and railroad and tele-

graph companies, it "being the duty of the clerk to extend these taxes

and retain the Ijooks after use by the collector.^ The hooks are next

turned over to the county collector who, after collection, returns lists

of collections, together with lists of uncollected real and personal

property taxes, 3 The county clerk attends all tax sales, prepares a

list of all sales and issues duplicate reports thereof, records affidavits

of purchases of property for taxes, and keeps a record known as the "tax

judgment, sale, redemption, and forfeiture record,"*^

An extensive group of vital statistics records is kept hy the county

clcrk» It is interesting to note that the first legislation in regard

to the keeping of vital statistics was included in the act for the es-

tahlishraent of medical societies, 4 One section of this act made it the

duty of every physician to keep a record of hirths, deaths, and diseases

occurring within the vicinity of his practice and to transmit such record

to his medical society, whereupon the record was to he published in the

newspapers, 5 In 1842 it was provided that a parent coiild appear before

the clerk of the county commissioners' court and make affidavit as to the

birth of a child, and the eldest next of kin of a deceased person could sim-

ilarly appear and make affidavit as to death. ^ It is probable that the tenor

of the above mentioned laws explains the fact that no birth or death records

exist in Morgan County prior to 1851, the first law, 1819, req.uiring no pub-

lic record to be kept, and the 1842 law providing that affidavits "may" be

made. The act of 1877 creating the State Board of Health required that all

births and deaths in the county be reported to the covinty clerk by the

physicians and accoucheiirs supervising such events,''' Teeth were put into

this and subsequent lav;s by providing penalties for noncompliance. In

1901 death certificates issued by pliysicians, midwives, or coroners were

to be presented to the district agent who issued burial permits and for-

warded the certificates to the county clerk, ^ In 1903 certificates of

death were to be turned over to the State Board of Health, which board,

in turn, delivered to the county clerk all certificates so recoijvod,^ In

1915 it was provided that for the registration of all births, stillbirths,

1, L. 1871-72 , p. 11,13,15; L,1937 , p, 1011,1012,

2, L,1849
, p. 124,125; L. 1871-72

, p. 55; L.1931 , p. 759. In 1821 the

auditor of public accounts was charged with the collection of taxes

on nonresidents' lands ( L,1821 , p. 182),

3, L,1839
, p. 3; L. 1871-72 , p, 48; L,1879

. p. 250,

4, L,1819 , p. 233-35,

5, Ibid., p. 234,235,
6, L, 1842-43

, p. 210-12.

7, L,1877 . p. 209.

8, L.1901
, p, 502,303,

9, L.1903, p. 315-18,
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and deaths outside any city, village, or incorporated tovm, the road dis-

trict clerks in counties not under township organization should deposit a

complete set of such records with the county clerk uho rvas charged with
the "binding and indexing, or recording, and safe-keeping of such records.

From the earliest date, the legislation in regard to these matters pro-

vided that the clerk retain the abstracts and certificates, keep a record
of births and deaths, maintain alphabetical indexes, and issue certified

copies of certificates upon request. The clerk has also been required to

prepare a register of all physicians and accoucheurs in the county,*^

Since 1819 the co-onty clerk, or clerk of the county commissioners'

court, has been required to file marriage certificates and certificates of

parents' consent to the marriage of minors. In 1827 the clerk was re-

quired to keep a separate register of marriages in addition to his file of

certificates.'^ Before 1877 persons desiring to marry were required to se-

cure licenses from the county clerk only when they had not previously pub-

lished such intention, but in that year the securing of a license was made

mandatory.^ Although a record of applications for marriage licenses has

been kept by the clerk in this county since 1895, an act of 1937 appears

to be the first legislation requiring the maintenance of such a record.^

The same act provides that persons desiring to marry shall present to the

county clerk a certificate setting forth that such person is free from

venereal disease, such certificates to be filed with the application for

license to marry.''' Indexes to marriage records have been kept in Morgan

County since 1827,

The county clerk is charged with a number of duties relating to elec-

tions, such as preparing and issuing blank ballots,^ poll books^ and certifi-

cates of election,^*-* and keeping a record of registers of election, •''• pe-

titions, 12 and marked ballots, 13 tally sheets!^ and election returns which

are transmitted to him by the judges of election, 1^ Abstracts of returns

were formerly prepared by the clerk, but these are now originated by the

1.
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)

election connnissioners or judges of election and deposited with the

clerk. 1 Returned ballots are destroyed by the clerk six months after

election, provided no contest in vrtiich the ballots are needed is in

progress.^ In 1889, vrhen returns of elections for school trustees vrere

made to the count;,'- clerk, he vra.s charged vrith furnishing to the county

superintendent of schools a list of all such trustees. ^ Kovr the clerk

does not enter into the procedure, the school trustees canvassing the

returns and certifying directly to the superintendent of school,*

The bonds of a nur.ber of officials are required to be transmitted

to the clerk for filing and entering in a book maintained for that pur-

pose.^ Justices' of the peace and constables' oaths, bonds, and securi-

ties are approved by the clerk and entered in a separate book in accord-

ance v.dth statutory requirement. This book shows the date on which each

justice of the peace and constable was svrorn into office and the date of

comnission by the Governor. Resignations from these offices are made to

the county clerk vrho enters such fact in the justices' and constables'

record.

6

The clerk is also charged with issuing licenses to taverns, ' ferries,

8

etc., and keeping records of the same. Other records kept are those re-

lating to estrays; registers of professionals, including phys ic ians ,
'*-'

midwives,^^ dentists, 12 chiropodists, 1^ and veterinarians j^^ record of

notaries publicj^^ and book of state civil service rules. ^^ The county

clerk in Morgan County reports annually to the State Department of Public

Health the name and address of each county commissioner, and the date when
his term of office expires. 17

Included in the provision that the county clerk be charged with the

care and custody of all records, books, and papers appertaining to, and

1. L. 1871-72 , p. 389,390; L.1933 , p. 544,545.

2. L.1917 , p. 444.

3. L.1889 , p. 271,322.
4. L.19Q9 , p. 352.

5. R.S.1845 , p. 396,397; L.1861 , p. 237,238; R.S.1874 , p. 325; L.1895 ,

p. 188.
6. ibid.

7. L.1819 , 13. 77-79; L . 1953-34 , Second Sp. Sess., p. 64-66.

8. R.L.1827 ", p. 221; R. S.1874 , p. 530.

9. L.1819, p. 206,207;
'

R.S.1874 , p. 483.

10. L.1877 , p. 209; L.1899 , p. 275; L.1923 , p. 441,442,

11. Ibid.

12. L.1881 , p. 79; L.1899 , p. 273; L.1909 , p. 279; L.1933 , p. 711.

13. L.1899, p. 280; L.1935 . p. 995.

14. L.1917 , p. 591.

15. L. 1871-72 , p. 575; R.S.1874 , p. 721; L.1875 , p. 88.

16. L«1905
, p. 115.

17. L.1923, p. 480.
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filed or deposited in his office,'^ are those duties as clerk of the board,

wherein he is required to record the proceedings of the board and to file

all their books, records, and accounts.^ Also included are his record-
keeping duties as ex-officio clerk of the county court with its resulting
duties in relation to probate matters. "^ The clerk is also required to

keep Jurj' lists^ and -a book in which he enters details as to orders upon
the treasurer. Ke is further required to maintain alphabetical indexes
to all records and papers in his office, and to supply copies of these
records or papers to any person upon request and payment of the required
fee. 5

Taxation
(See also entries 65B1, 248, 252-266)

Lists of Taxable Property, Levies

20. (DOCKET OF RATES AND AIJOUNTS V.'AIJTED), 1827—. In County Board
Record, entry 1.

Docket of rates and amounts vranted, showing total amount of assessed
property in township, school district numbers, amount of levy for e^ch
school district, township, or village, and tax spread.

21. VALUATION MUi TAX RATE BOOK, 1916—^ 2 v. (l, 2).
Tax rate and valuation book, showing purpose of levy, kind and location
of property, date, amount of levy, district number, assessed valuation,
total value, rate of tax, and total amount of tax. Arr. by twp., sec,
and range. IIo index. Edw. under pr. hdgs, 480 p. 15 x 10 x 2. Co.
elk. 's off., 1st fl.

22. ASSESSOR'S BOOKS, 1835—. 443 v.

(Morgan County [combined], 1835-98, 109 v. Missing: 1836,
1838-40, 1842-45, 1850-51, 1853, 1859, 1861-62, 1864, 1866,
1878, 1887.
Jacksonville City, 1899—. 38 v.

Waverly City, 1899—. 15 v. Missing: 1902-3, 1906-7, 1910.

13 N-R, 9W [Waverly Township] , 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

13 N-R, 9V.' [Nortonville Tovmship], 1899—. 17 v. Missing:
1903-6.

13-N-R, lOTiT-llVr [liurrayville Township, IIW no township namely,

1899—. 19 V. .

1.

2.
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14 U-R, 8W [no township naoe], 1899—. 17 v. Missing: 1903-6.

14 N-R, 9W [Franklin Township], 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

14 N-R, lOW.CWoodson Township], 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

14 H-R, IIW [Lynnville Township], 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

15 N-R, 8W-9W [Alexander and Orleans townships], 1899— . 18 v.

Missing: 1903-6.
15 N-R, low [Jacksonville Township], 1899— . 18 v. Missing:

1903-6.
15 N-R, IIW [Markham Township], 1899--. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6,

15 N-R, 12W [Chapin Township], 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

16 N-R, 8W-9W [Prentice and Sinclair townships], 1899—. 18 v.

Missing! 1903-6.
16 N-R, low [Literherry Township], 1899—, 18 v. Missing: 1903-6.

16 N-R, IIW [Concord Township], 1899—. 17 v. Missing: 1903-6.

16 N-R, 12W [no township name], 1900— , 13 v. Missing: 1899,

1903-3, 1906-7, 1910.
16 N-R, 13W [Meredosia Township], 1899—. 18 v. Missing: 1903-6).

List of taxable real and personal property, showing name of owner, descrip-
tion, number of acres, name of city or village, total value, school and

road district numbers, total tax, and date due. Also contains Dog Tag
Record, 1869-1917, entry 256. Arr. by sec, twp., and range. No index.

1835-51, hdw.; 1852—, hdw. under pr. hdgs. 260 p. 18 x 16 x 2. 326 v.,

1835-1926, north strm,, 3rd fl.; 117 v., 1927—, treas.'s off., vlt.,

1st fl.

23. RAIIROAD TAX BOOK, 1879—. 3 v. (1-3).

List of taxable property belonging to railroads in county, showing name

of corporation, road or school district, number of feet of track, valua^

tion of all property, date, aJid amount of tax, Arr. chron. No index,

Hdw. on pr. fm. 234 p. 20 x 14 x 1« V. 1, 2, 1879-1922, north strm.,

3rd fl.; v. 3, 1923— , sh. ' s off., 1st fl,

24, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE TAX BOOKS, 1910—. 3 v. (l-3). No

prior records.
Tax lists of telegraph and telephone properties, showing location of property,

school and road district numbers, valuation, tax rates, and total amo\int

of tax. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs, 160 p. 16 x 11 x 1.

Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

25, SCHOOL INFORMATION, 1900—, 3 f,b, 1870-99 in (County Clerk's

Miscellaneous Papers), entry 65B1,

School district papers used in computing taxes, including plats, resolu-

tions for issuing building bonds, and petitions for changes in school

districts, shovdng names of township, petitioner, eind members of school

board, legal description of property affected, and filing date, Arr. chron.

No index. Hdw, and typed. 10 x 5 x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

26. LAND BOOK, 1821-66, 7 v.

Record of original leind entries, showing date of patent, name of ptirchaser,

legal description of property, and number of acres. Also contains (List

of Lands Sold for Taxes), 1833-41, entry 32 and (List of Town Lots Sold for

Taxes), 183&-38, entry 33. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. 170 p,

18 X 12 X 1. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Collections, Abatenent

27, COLLECTCR»S BOOKS, 1837—. 253 v,

(Morgan County, Real Estate, Lots, and Personal Property,

1837—, 160 T, Missing: 1838-41, 1843-48, 1852-54, 1856.

Jacksonville, Illinois, Tovm Lots, 1883—. 53 v. Missing; 1886.

Jacksonville, Illinois, Personal Property, 1897—. 40 v.).

List of taxes collected on taxable real estate and personal property,

showing name of o^vner, description of property, tax spread, by whom paid,

and totals due and paid. These books are not segregated by township.

Also contains Abstract of Footingo Collector's Book, 1837-97, entry 29.

Arr, by sec, tr^p., and range. No index. 1857-51, hdvv.; 1852—, hdw.

under pr, hdgs. 300 p. 18 x 20 x 2. 97 v., 1837-96, north strm., 3rd

fl.; 148 v., 1897-1934, strm,, bsmt.j 8 v., 1935—, sh.»s off,, 1st fl,

28, REV'EITUE BOOK, 1885—. 4 v, (1-4), No prior records.
Record of county revenues, shov.-ing amount of taxes on real said personal
properties, amount of taxes collected on real estate for previous years,

taxes collected by error on real estate and personal property, total

amount collected, and date. Arr, by sec,, twp,, and range, No index.

HdBT, \mder pr, hdgs. 318 p, 18 x 12 x 1. Co, clk.»s vlt,, 1st fl,

29, ABSTRACT OF FOOTniGS COLLECTOR'S BOOK, 1898—, 9 v. 1837-
97 in Collector's Books, entry 27.

Abstract of footings of collector's books, sho^ving volume and page of

collector's books, name of tcamship, state, county, and city taxes, TJlth

tax spread, and total. Arr, by sec,, tivp., and range. Ho indox. Hdw.
under pr, hdgs, 120 p. 18 x 12 x 1, Co. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

Judgment, Salo, Redemption, Forfoiturc

30, TAX JUDGMENT, SALE, REDEMPTION, AND FORFEITURE RECORD, 1880—.
9 V. (E-M)

,

Lists of delinquent lands and tovm lots reported by sheriff to county
collector vrith record of sale, redemption, and forfeiture of said lands,

showing to vrhom assessed, legal description, tax spread, amounts of tax,

costs, and interest, remarks, by "Whom purchased, percent of penalty, bid,

date and amount of sale, subsequent taxes paid, totals, by whom redeemed
or to vfhom deed given, date, certificate number, and signature for re-
ceipt of redemption money. Also contains Tax Judgment Record, entry 31,
includiiig (List of Lands Sold for Taxes), entry 32, which in turn includes
(List of To\-Gi Lots Sold for Taxes), entry 33. Arr, chron. Indexed alph,
by name of original town, additions, or subdivisions. Hdw, under pr. hdgs.
586 p, 18 X 15 X 3. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

31, TAX JUDGLIMT RECORD, 1862-79. 4 v, (A-D). 1880— in Tax
Judgment, Sale, Redemption, and Forfeiture Record, entiy 30.

List of delinquent assessments on lands and lots, reported by collector,
showing owners' names, subdivision of section, lot or block, tax spread,

amounts of back taxes, cost and interest, total amount due, and remarks.
Also contains (List of Lands Sold for Taxes), entry 32, including (List

of Town Lots Sold for Taxes), entry 33. Arr, by sec, twp,, and range.
No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 480 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt.,
1st fl.
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County Clerk « Vital (32-36)

Statistics

32, (LIST OF LANDS SOU) FCR TAXES), 1842-61. 3 v. 1833-41 in

Land Book, ontry 26; 1862-79 in Tax Judgmont Record, entry

31; 1880— in Tax Judgment, Sale, Redemption, and Forfeiture

Record, ontry 30,

Record of tax sales, sho\-Jlng name of ovmer, to v/hom sold, by whom rodcom-

od, date, legal description of property, anxount of each sale, and total.

Also contains (List of Tavin. Lots Sold for Taxes), 1849-61, entry 33,

Arr« chron. Indexed alph, by nemo of purchaser, Hdv;, 300 p, 16 x 10 x 2,

North s trm,, 3rd fl,

33, (LIST OF Tmm LOTS SOU) FOR TAXES), 1339-48, 1 v, 1833-38 in

Land Book, entry 26; 1849-61 in (List of Lands Sold for Tcjccs),

entry 32; 1862-79 in Tax Judgment Record, entry 31j 1880— in

Tax Judgment, Sale, Redemption, and Forfeiture Record, ontry 30,

Lists of town, lots sold for taxes, shovdjig name of o\mor, names of

purchaser and rcdocmor, legal description of property, nmouiat of sale,

date, and total amount of redemption, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name

of purchaser, Hdv/-, 300 p, 16 x 10 x 2, North strm,, 3rd fl,

34, AI'FIDAVITS FOR TAX DEEDS, 1870—. 2 v, (A, B),

Record of affidavits for tax deeds and certificates of purchase, showing

names of purchaser, collector, and clerk, time, place, and date of sale,

legal description of property, and amount of taxes and costs, Arr, chron.

Indexed alph, by name of purchaser, 1870-1920, hdw, on pr, fm,j 1921—,
typed, 480 p, 18 x 12 x 2. Co, clk,»s vlt,, 1st fl.

Vital Statistics

Births (See also
'entry 64)

35, INDEX TO BIRTIIS, 1878—. 1 v.

Index to records of births, showing name of child, and record book and

page numbers, Arr, alph, by name of child. Typed under pr, hdgs, 800 p,
12 X 16 X 4, Co, clk,»3 vlt,, 1st fl,

36. BIRTH REPCEITS (Certificates), 1851—, 61 f,b, (1851-1921),

13 V, (10-22, 1922—),
Certificates of births, sho\^^ing date, names of child, parents, physician or

midwife, and registrar, place of birth, sex of child, registration number,

occupations of parents, number of cMldren, eye treatment, and date of

filing. Certificates subsequent to 1921 bound in loose-leaf volumes, Arr,

chron, 1851-1921, no index; for index, 1922—, see entry 35, Hdw, on pr,

fm» F,B, 5 X 4 X 10; v, 2000 p, 8 x 10 x 5, Strm,, bsmt.
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County Clerk - Vital (37-42)

Statistics

37. RECORD OF CERTIFICATES OF BIRTH, 1878-1922. 9 v. (1-9). Dis-
continued, Title varies; Register of Births.

Register and record of birthsi showing najnes of child, father, mother,
phj-'sician or midwife, . re^istyar, and clerk, sex of child, date and plac?
of birth, nationality, ages and residgnco of fathpr and mother, and. date

of registration. Arr. chron. For index, see entry 35. 1878-1913, hdw.

uiidcr pr, hdgs.; 1914-22, typed on pr. fm. 370 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's

vlt., 1st fl.

Deaths (See also
entries 64, 250

)

38. I3MDEX TO DEATHS, 1878 1 v.

Index to records of deaths and. stillbirths, showing nsjne of deceased,

record book and page numbers, or post. binder and certificate numbers.

Arr. alph. by name of deceased. Typed under pr. hdgs. 300 p.

12 X 16 X 4. Co, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

39. DEATH Mil STILL BIRTH REPORTS (Certificates), 1851—. 59 f.b.

(1851-1921), 17 V. (12-28, 1922—).
Death and stillbirth certificates, showing names of deceased, parents,

physician, informant, undertaker, and clerk, registration number, personal

and statistical particulars, occupations of deceased and parents, place

of burial, and dates of death and filing of certificate. After 1921,

certificates are bound in loose-leaf volumes. Arr. chron. 1851-1921,

no index; for index, 1922—, see entry 38, Hdw. on pr, fm. F.b,

8 X 10.x 3; v. 600 p. 8 x 10 x 3. Co, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

40. RECORD OF CERTIFICATES OF DEATH, 1878-1922. 11 v. (l-ll).

Discontinued. Title varies: Register of Deaths.

Register and record of deaths, showing date, names of deceased, physician,

informant, undertaker, and clerk, certificate number, sex, color* age,

occupation, marital status, and nationality of deceased, place and cause

of death, and dates of death, burial, and filing of certificate. Arr.

chron. For index, sec entry 38. 1878-1913, hdw. tmder pr. hdgs.;

1914-22, typed on pr. fm. 470 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. elk. 's vlt., Ist fl.

41. RECORD OF STILLBIRTHS (Register), 1878-1922. 1 v. discontinued.

Register of stillbirths, showing date, names of parents and physician,

statistical particulars, occupation of father ^d mother, place of burial,

and date of filing of certificate. Arr. chron. For index, see entry 38.

Hdw, under pr. hdgs. 550 p. 18 x 12 x 2|-, Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

42. RECORD OF BURIAL CERTIFICATES OF SOLDIERS, SAILORS AiTO MARINES,

1916-18. 1 V, Prior and subsequent records cannot be located.

Record of burials in Morgan County of veterans of military or naval serv-

ice, showing date, nane, residence, sex, race, personal statistics, war

and service record, rank, organization, cause pjnd place of death, ijamc of

cemetery, and grave, lot, block, and section numbers. Arr. chron. Index-

ed alph. by name of veteran. Hdw. on pr, fm. 300 p. 18 x 12 x.l-g-. Co.

clk.'s vlt,, lot fl.

For original soldiers' burial certificates, 300 entry 65B2.
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County Clerk - Vital (43-48)

Statistics

Marriages

43. INIEX TO MAEHIAGE RECORDS, 1827—. 1 v.

Index to marriage licenses and records, shelving names of groom and bride,

record book, page, and license number. Original and transcribed index

are bound together, rdth original voided. Arr. alph. by name of groom.

1827-1915, hdw. under pr. hdgs.; 1916—, typed tmder pr. hdgs. 800 p.

14 X 16 X 4. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

44. lURRIAGE LICSIISE, 1827—. 41 f.b.

Returned marriage licenses, showing date, names, ages, addresses and -

occupation of male and female, name of officiating minister or official,

record book, page, and license numbers, and dates of marriage, return, and

filing. Arr. by license no. For inde::, see entry 43. Hdw. and hdw. on

pr, fn. 10 X 4|- X 14. Co. elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl.

45. liAEEIAGE RECORD, 1827 5 v. (A-S).

Record of marriages, showing date, license number, names of male and

female, by vrfiom married, and date of return. Arr. chron. For index, seo

entry 43. 1827-59, hdw.; 13S0— , hdw. under pr. hdgs. 640 p. 13 x 12 x 3.

Co. elk. 's vlt. , 1st fl.

46. REGISTER OF 1.LARRIAGES, 1878-1924. 5 v. (1-5). Discontinued.

Board of health form of register of marriages, showing license niunber, date

of license, names of groom and bride, by whom married, date of cerempny,

and date of return. Arr, chron. For index, 1878-June 1, 1911, see entry

47; June 2, 1911-24, no index. Hdw. on pr. fra. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 2|.

Strm. , bsmt.

47. IlIIEX TO MARRIAGES, 1878-1911. 2 v. (A, B). Discontinued

June 1, 1911.
Index to Register of Marriages, entry 46, showing names of male and female,

and license, record book, and page numbers. Arr. alph. by name of male.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Strm., bsmt.

48. APPLICATIONS FOR MARRIAGE LICEIISE, 1895— . 54 v. (47 not numbered,

1-7). Prior applications cannot be located.

Copies of applications for license to marry, showing date, license number,

name, age, and residence of applicants, answers to questions required by

board of health, acknowledgment before notary, and signature of county

clerk as witness. Arr. chron. No index. Kdw. on pr. fm. 300 p.

18 X 12 X ij. Strm. , bsmt.
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County Clerk - Licenses f49-53)
and Registers

Licenses and Registers
(See also entry 65B3)

Registers of Officers

49, REGISTER OF COUKTY OFFICERS MID COLa<IISSIONS, 1823—. 4 v. (2 not
lettered, B, C). Title varies: Officers Sworn In.

Register of ccnr.issicns, and of county officers sworn into office, shovfing

nana of official, date of election, office, and expiration of tern* Arr»
chron, llo index, Hdvr, \indor pr. hdgs. 400 p, 18 x 12 x 2. Co, clk.'s
Tit., 1st fl.

Professional Licensos and Registers

50, REGISTER OF PHYSICIAITS AND ACCOUCHEURS, 1877—. 1 v.

Register of certificates of physicians and accoucheurs, showing date,
registrant's nano, address, age, nativity, and number of years of practice
in state, date of filing of license or diploma, and roimrks; also servos
as register of osteopaths, 1900—, Also contains Dental Register, 1878-

90, ontry 53, Arr. alph, by name of physician or accoucheur. No index,

Hdv/, under pr, hdgs, 300 p. 18 x 12 x 1^-, Co. elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl,

51, REGISTER OF PflYSICIANS' CERTIFICATES, 1877—, 2 v, (B , 1877-

1924; 2, 1901— ). Title varies: Record of Physicians' Cortifi-
catos.

Register of physicians and surgeons certified to practice in Morgan
County, sho-\Ting certificate number, date of examination by Department
of Registration and Education, name of physician or surgeon, provisions
of certificate, and seal, vvlth date of issue. Records from 1901-24 in
volume B have been transcribed into volume 2, Also contains Optometry
Register, 1877-1914, entry 57, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of

physician, Hdw,, typed, and hdw, on pr, fm# 550 p. 18 x 12 x 2, Co,

clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

52, DEIITAL RECORD, 1889—, 2 v. (A, B), No prior records.

Record of dental licenses issued, showing license nximber, certificate of

qualification, narnes of dentist and state board of examiners, date of

filing, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of

dentist. 1889-1924, hdw,, 1925—, typed. 268 p, 18 x 12 x l|-, Co,

clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl,

53, DS'JIAL REGISTER, 1891—, 1 v, (l), 1878-90 in Register of Phy-
sicians and Accoucheurs, entry 50,

Register of licensed dentists, showing name of dentist, number of liccnso,
dates of rcgistrr.tion, license, and filing, address, ago, nativity, nvm-
bor of yoars of practice, kind of license, name of institution granting
diploma, and remarks, Arr, alph, by name of dentist. No index, Hdw,

under pr, hdgs, 176 p, 18 x 12 x 1^. Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.
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County Clerk - Licenses (54-50)

and Registers

54. DMTAX AND VETERINARY RECORD, 1897—. 1 v. (A). Last entry

1925. Title erroneous: contains only veterinary records.

Record of veterinary licenses issued on recommendation by state "boaxd of

veterinary examiners, showing number of certificate, name and address of

veterinarian, provisions under which authorized to practice, and signar-

ture of members of the state board of examiners, acknowledgments of state

board of livestock commissioners, date of filing for rocord, and signar-

ture of clerk, Arr, chron. Indexed alph« by name of veterinarian, Hdw.

400 p. 18 X 12 X 2, Co, elk,' s vlt,, 1st fl.

55. ARCHITECTS' LICENSE RECORD, 1897—. 1 v,

Rocord of architects' licenses, showing nauae and address of architect,

provisions for practice of profession of architecture, as issued and at-

tested by the state board of examiners, signatures of president, secre-

tary, and treas-uror of board, date of filing for record, and signature

of co-unty clerk, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of architect, Hdw.

on pr, fm, 100 p. 18 x 12 x 1, Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

56. REGISTER OF NURSES, 1909—, 1 v. (l).

Register of nurses' certificates, showing certificate number, date, name

of nurse, signatures of certifying officials, seal of superintendent of

Department of Registration and Education, date of filing for record, and

signature of county clerk, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of nurse,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 160 p. 18 x 12 x 1. Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl,

57. OPTOMETRY REGISTER, 1915--. 1 v. (l), 1877-1914 in Register
of Physicians' Certificates, entry 51,

Record of optometrists' licenses, shewing number of certificate, name

and address of registrant, date and class of certificate, date of regis-

tration, and remarks, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of registrant,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 180 p, 18 x 12 x l|, Co, clk,'s vlt., 1st fl.

Military Records (See also
entry 85)

58. ADJUTAIW GENERAL'S REPORT, 1861-66. 8 v.

Copy of the adjutant general's original report of enlisted soldiers, show^

ing name of soldier, residence, date of rank or enlistment, date of muster,

and remarks, Arr, by regiment no. No index. Printed, 616 p»
10 X 6 X 6|, Strm, , bsmt,

Estrays, Mafks and Brands

59. ESTRAY RECORD, 1833—. 3 v. Last entry 1895,

Record of affidavits as to loss of livestock, showing date, name. of owner,

description of lost stock, number of head, and appraised value, Arr,

chron. No index, Hdw, 120 p. 12 x 8 x 1, North strm,, 3rd fl,

60. RECORD OF MARKS AND BRANDS, 1927—. 1 v. Last entry 1929,

Record of identification used to mark livestock, showing drawing of the

mark or brand, with date, and name and address of owner. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph, by name of owner, Hdw. 140 p. 18 x 16 x l|. Co, clk.'s

vlt,, 1st fl.
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County Clerk - Elections; (61-65)
Bonds of Officers; Fees, Receipts,
Expenditures; Miscellaneous Papers

Elections

61. (ELECTION PAPERS), 1829--. In (County Clerk's Miscellaneous
Papers), entry 65B4.

Election documents including applications of absentee voters for ballots,
poll books, tally sheets, election roturns, and abstracts of votes; elec-
tion papers of road officers, 1920— ; and candidates' petitions, 1925—

.

Bonds of County Officers
(Seo also entries 65B5, 248)

62. BONDS OF ROAD CLERK, JUSTICES AIID CONSTABLES, SHERIFFS, AND
COUNTY TREASURERS, 1897--. 4 f.b.

Original bonds of all county officers, showing names of principal and
sureties, title of office, conditions, date, and amount of bond, date of
filing, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron. No index. Hdv7. and typed
on pr. fm. 10 x 4-|- x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

63. OFFICIAL BOiCD RECORD, 1873-96. 3 v. (A-C). Discontinued.
Register of official bonds of justices, constables, and other officials,
shov/inf;; names of principal and sureties, to what office elected or ap-
pointed, date, terms, and amount of bond, file number, and remarks.
Arr. alph. by name of official. No index. Hdw. undor pr. hdgs. 300 p.
14 X 10 X if. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Foes, Receipts and Expenditures
(See also entries 248, 286)

64. CLERKS' ACCOUl^'TS EIRTKS AND DEATHS, 1904—. 2 v. (l, 2).

County clerk's accounts of foes paid to registrars of births and deaths,
showing date, nai:ie and address of registrar, certificate number, amount,

date certified to treasurer, and how paid. Arr. chron. Indexed alph.
by name of registrar. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 16 x 12 x if. Co.

clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Miscellaneous Papers

65, (COUNTY CLERK'S MISCELLAJIEOUS PAPERS), 1828—. 681 f.b. (630

f.b., 1828-1933; 51 f.b., 1863—), 7 sacks (1828-1900).

Mscellanoous documents from various county offices, filed vath or kept
by county clerk. Contains:

A. Board of county commissioners' papers:
1. Communications to County Board (Resolutions), 1828-

1931, entry 2.

2. County Claims, 1836-1926, entry 12; state's attorney's
claims, 1925—

.

3. (County Deeds and Contracts), 1863— , entry 13; (Can-

celled County Bonds), 1866— , entry 14.

4. (Reports to County Board), 1837—, entry 17.

5. List of jurors, 1895—

•
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County Clork - Miscollanoous (65 cont.

)

Papers

B, County clerk's papers;
1. Affidavits for tax deeds, 1850— • cancelled tax sale

certificates, 1866— ; delinquent lists for personal
property taxes, 1833-1928; list of lands assessed,
1842-1928; petitions to change school districts, 1920—;
tax levies, 1846— ; tax receipts for redemption of for-
feited property, 1918—; School Information, 1870-99,
entry 25.

2. Soldiers' burial certificates, 1916-18.
3. Appointments and commissions of county officials, 1869-

1931; architects' licenses revoked, 1911-16; estray
notices, 1855-95; ferry license bonds, 1895— ; patent
papers (inventions), 1868-73.

4. (Election Papers), 1829— , entry 61.

5. Bonds of judges and clerks of election, 1900--; bonds
of road clerks, 1863— ; bonds, oaths, and appointments
of county officials, 1880—; bonds and qualifications
of justices, police magistrates, and constables, 1849-
1917.

C, County court papers:
1. Executions, 1873—; Adoptions, 1840-67, entry 98.

2. Justice of peace reports , 1898-1912*
5. (Miscellaneous Bonds), 1895— , entry 126.

4, (Jury Summonses and Venires), 1895— , entry 129,

5, Certificates of publication, 1920—

.

D, Probate court papers:
1, Rules of procedure, 1836— ; claims against estates,

1880-1913.
2, Estate papers, 1829-77.

3, Wills not probated, 1871—; wills, 1920— ; administra-
tors' bonds, 1912—; executors' bonds, 1912— ; guardians*
bonds, 1912— ; conservators' bonds, 1895—

•

E, County assessor's papers:
(Railroad Tax Schedules), 1873—, entry 253; (Tolophono
emd Telegraph Schodulos), 1885— , entry 254.

F, County collector's papers:
Tax receipts, 1897—

.

G, Drainage commissioners' papers:
Drainage contracts, 1895—

.

F»b. arr. chron.; sacks, no obvious arr. No index. Hdw. and hdw. on pr.

fm. F.b. 10 X 5 X 14; sacks contain from 150 to 200 lbs. each. 7 sacks,
1828-1900 north strm., 3rd fl.; 630 f.b,, 1828-1935, strm,, bsmt.; 51 f.b.,
1863—, CO. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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(Next entry 66, p. 92)

III. RECORDER

The recorder of Morgan County was originally appointed by the Gover-
nor with the advice and consent of the Senate. His bond, set at $1,500,
was to be filed with the Secretary of State. ^ In 1829 the amount of bond
was reduced to ^SOO,^ The office became elective in 1835, for a four-year
temi, and bond was to be approved by the countj' cornmis si oners' court.

^

A two-year term became effective in 1847,^ Voth the adoption of the sec-
ond constitution the office of recorder was abolished, and the duties of
that office were delegated to the circuit court clerk in an ex-officio
capacity.^ The present constitution reestablished the office of recorder
in counties having a population of sixtj' thousand or more but continued
the provision of the prior constitution for other counties." As the pop-
ulation of Morgan County never reached the minimum sot by the constitu-
tion,' the circuit court clerk has retained his ex-officio duties as re-
corder. The amount of the recorder's bond was set at *5,000 in 1872, and
the county judge was to give approval. ° This amount was raised in 1874 to

$10,000 for the counties having the population of Morgan. A copy of the

bond is entered upon the records of the county court.

^

Assistants and deputies are appointed by the recorder in a number
as determined by rule of the circuit court and as entered upon the court

record, 10 Tho compensation of the assistants and deputies is set by the

county board. Written oaths of deputies are filed with the Secretary of

State. 11

In accordance with the duty of the recorder to record at length all

written instruments, tho follovdng records are required to be kept:

1. An entry book in which data relating to date and

order of receipt of instruments to be recorded or

filed, and tho names of parties and location of

property, with a brief description of tho promises,

aro entered. Each of such instiniments is n\;imbcred

by the recorder with the corresponding

1. L.1819 , p. 19.

2. R.L.1829
, p. 117.

3. L.1835 , p. 166.

4. L.1845
, p. 28. Effective in 1647.

5. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 19; L.1849 , p. 64.

6. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8; R.S.1874 , p. 833.

7. In 1930 Morgan County had a population of 34^240 (U.S.Census, 1930,

Population Bulletin, Illinois , p. 9).

8. L.i871-72 , p. 645.

9. R.S.1874 , p. 833; soc note 7.

10. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9; R.S.1874 , p. 833.

11. R.S.1874, p. 833.
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Rocordcr (Next entry 56, p. 92)

niimbcr of the entry. The entry tiook serves as
a tabic of contents, v/ith descriptive memoranda,
for all instrunents recorded at length or filed
in the recorder's office.

2» Wcll-'bound 'books for recording at length any in-
strument in ^Triting entitled to "be recorded, in
the ordor of time of its reception. Separate
books arc alloucd to bo kept for the recording
of different classes of instrunents, and ttro

distinct scries of document niimbcrs maj' be used
in recording documents received for recordation.
CJae scries preceded by the letter "3" is for the
recordation of bills of .sales of personal prop-
erty, chattel mortgages, releases, extensions,
and assignments thereof. The other series of
document numbers is for all other instruments
received for recordation.

3. Grantors* and grantees' indexes. In the grantors'
index are listed the names of the grantors in al-
phabetical ordor and the names of the grantees.
The grantees' index shows the names of the gran-
tees in alphabetical order and the names of the

grantors. Each index also shows the date of the

instrument, time of receipt, kind of instrument,
consideration, book and page of recordation or
the number under which it is filed, and a brief
description of the premises.

4. Indexes to each book of record in which arc
entered in alphabetical order the names of each
grantor and grantee and page on which the instru-
ment is recorded. This series indexes instru-
ments such as powers of attorney, chattel mort-
gages, and those recorded by corporations.

5. An index to recorded maps and plats, based on lo-
cation of property; sometimes arranged by section,
township, and range.

6. An abstract book, in effect, indexing records by

showing for each tract every conveyance or incunv-

brance recorded, its execution. and filing date,

and the book and page of its recordation; series
optional with the county board,

7. A separate book to record certificates of honora-
ble discharge from military, aviation, and naval
service.

1

1. L.1819
. p. 13, 20, SI; R.L.1829

, p. 116,117; L.1847 . p. 69; L.1853 .

p. 254; L.1867
, p, 148 ;. L. 1869 , p, 2; L, 1871-72 , p. 645,646; L.1875 .

p, 144; R.S,ia74 . p, 834-37; 1.1917 , p, 652; L.1925 . p. 521; L. 1933-34 .

Third Sp, Sess., p, 214.
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Recorder - Entry Books; (66-68)

Instruments Recorded

The recorder, in recording at length any instrument in writing, is

permitted to make a hand\vritten or typewritten transcription, a photo-
graphic or photostatic reproduction, or to use a combination of these
methods.! In addition to the instruments received for recordation^ the
recorder is required, upon receipt, to file any mortgage, trust deed, or
conveyance of personal property having the effect of a mortgage or lien
upon such property which is endorsed with the words, "This instrument
to be filed, but not recorded." The recorder marks such instruments
"filed" and enters the timo of thoir receipt and files thorn in his office,

2"

Entry Books-

66, ENTRY BOOK, 1847--, 20 v. (l-20).
Entries of instrumonts rooordod, showing dato and timo of recording,
number and kind of instrument, amount of consideration, description and
location of property, record book and page number, and when and to whom
delivered, Arr, chron. No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 350 p»
18 X 12 X Z-. Rcc.'s off,, 1st fl.

Instrumonts Recorded

General

67, DEED IiroEX, 1824--, 40 v, (20 v, grantor; 20 v, grantee).

General index to deed records, showing names of grantee and grantor,
instrument, date, legal description, date of filing or recording, and
book and page of entry, Arr, alph, by names of grantor and grantee,
Hdw, on pr, fm, 570 p. 18 x 12 x 2g, Rec's off,, 1st fl,

68. DEEDS, 1824~, 180 . (A-Z, AA-ZZ, 1824-68; 1-112, 114, 115,

117-126, 128, 129, 132, 134, 1864—),
Recordation of warranty, quitclaim, joint tenancy, and miscellaneous
deeds, shoiving names of parties, consideration, legal description of

property, notarization, instrument number, and date. Also contains

Release Deeds, 1824-1924, entry 69; Master's Deeds and Road Dedications,

1824-1931, entry 70; Executors* , Sheriff's Deeds, 1824-1935, entry 71;

Miscellaneous Deeds, 1827-1935, entry 72; Cemetery Deeds, 1824-1914,

1927—, entry 73; and Mortgage Record (Real Estate and Marginal Releases),

1824-29, entry 74, including Assignment of Mortgage, entry 77, Chattel
Mortgage Record, entry 79, and Chattel Mortgages (Justice of the Peace),

entry 80, Arr, chron. For index, see entry 67, 1824-64, hdw,; 1865—,
hdw, on pr. fm, 610 p. 18 x 11 x 2|-, Rec's off., 1st fl.

1, L,1933-54 , Third Sp, Sess,, p, 214,

2, L.1927, p, 521; L,1929, p, 592-94; L,1935» p. 860,
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Recorder - Instruments (69-73)
Recorded

Deeds (See also
entries 86, 87)

69, RELEA.se deeds, 1925—, 3 v, (113, 116, 133). 1824-1924 in
Deeds, entry 68,

Release deed record showing names of grantor an.d grantee, date of
release, date of filing, legal description of property, and amount of
considerati'«i» Arr, chron. For index, see entry 67. Hdw, on pr, fm.
610 p, i8 x 11 X 2. Rec,»s off,, 1st fl,

70, mSTER'S DEEDS AM) ROAD DEDICATIONS, 1932—. 3 T. (127, 131,
136), 1824-1931 in Deeds, entry 68.

Recordation of master-in-chancery deeds shov;-ing names of grantor,
grantee, and master, legal description of property, instrument number,
amount of consideration, and date of filing; also contains dedications
of right of way for public roads, Arr, chron. For index, see entiy 67.
Hdw. on pr. fm. 610 p, 18 x 11 x 2, Rec.ts off,, 1st fl.

For original road dedications, see entry 13.

71, EXECUTORS*, SHERIFF »S DEEDS, 1936—. 1 v. (130 ), 1824-1935
in Deeds, entry 68,

Recordation of executors' and sheriff »s deeds, showing names of grantor,
grantee, and vatnesses, date of filing, amount of consideration, location
£ind legal description of property, terms, acknowledgment, and date of
instrument. Arr, chron. For index, see entry 67. Hdw, on pr, fm,
610 p, 18 X 11 X 2. Roc's off,, 1st fl,

72, MISCELIAIIEOUS DEEDS, 1936—, 1 v, (135). 1827-1955 in
Deeds, entry 68.

Recordation of various deeds, including vrarranty, quitclaim, joint
tenancy, and cemetery, deeds, showing names of grantor and grantee,
amount of consideration, legal description of property, notary* s seal,
instrument number, and date of filing, Arr. chron. For index, see entry
67. Hdw, on pr. fm, 610 p, 18 x 11 x 2, Roc,»s off., 1st fl,

73, CEMETERY DEEDS, 1915-26. 1 T. 1824-1914, 1927— in Deeds,
entry 68.

Recordation of deeds issued for cemetery lots, showing names of grantor
and grantee, consideration, legal description of property, instrument
number, and dates of execution and filing. Arr. chron. For index, see
entry 67. Hdv/. on pr, fm. 610 p, 18 x 11 x 2. Rec.'s off,, 1st fl.
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Recorded

Mortgages - Real Property (See

also entry 86)

74. MORTGAGE RECORD (Real Estate and Marginal Releases), 1830—,
115 V. (A-I, K-Z, 1830-73; AA-II, KK-ZZ, 1872-96; 1-65,

1894—). 1824-29 in Deeds, entry 68.

Recordation of real estate mortgages and marginal releases, showing

document number, names of mortgagor and mortgagee, consideration, de-

scription and location of property, waiver of rights, security for notes,

date of execution, signatures of mortgagors, acknomlodgmcnt, date of

recording, and recorder's signature. Also contains Assignment of Mort-

gage, 1630-1914, entry 77 and Chattel Mortgage Record, 1830-63, entry

79, including Chattel Mortgages (Justice of the Peace), entry 80. Arr,

chron. For index to mortgages, see entry 75; for index to marginal

releases, see entry 76, Hdw, on pr, fm. ; hdw, and typed. 600 p.

18 X 12 X 2. Rec. 's off., 1st fl.

75. INDEX TO MORTGAGE RECORD, 1830—. 12 v. (8 v., 1830—,
mortgagor; 4 v., 1830— , mortgagee).

Index to tiortgage Record (Real Estate and Marginal Releases), entry 74,

showing instrument number and date, names of mortgagor and mortgagee,

kind of instilment, legal descriptions, consideration, date of filing,

and book and page of entry. Arr. alph. by names of mortgagor and

mortgagee. Hdw. on pr. fm. 420 p. 18 x 8 x 2. Rec.'s off., 1st fl,

76. INDEX TO MARGINAL RELEASES, 1886-1923, 1 v. Discontinued.

Index to marginal releases in Mortg.oge Record (Real Estate and Marginal

Releases), entry 74, showing names of mortgagor and mortgagee, book and

page number, date of mortgage, date of release, legal description of

property, consideration, and by whom released. Arr. alph. by name of

mortgagor, Hdw. on pr. fm. Binding poor. 720 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Rec.'s

off., 1st fl.

77. ASSIGNMENT OF MORTGAGE, 1915—. 2 v. (2, 3). 1824-29 in Deeds,

entry 66; 1830-1914 in i-iortgage Record (Real Estate and Marginal

Releases), entry 74.

Record of assignments of mortgages, showing names of assignor, assignee,

sind recorder, instrument number, terms of assignment, amount of consider-

ation, and date of recording. Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of as-

signor and assignee. Kdw. , hdw. on pr. fm., and typed. 576 p, 18 x 12 x

Rec, 's off., 1st fl.

Mortgages - Chattel (See

also entry 86)

78. CHATTELS, 1894—. 3 f.b.

Chattel mortgages filed but not recorded, showing instrument number,

names of mortgeigor and mortgagee, by whom filed, date sind time of filing,

recorder's signature, and amount of fee paid. Arr, by document no. No

index. 10 x 5 x 12. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.
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Recordor - Instruments (79-83)
Recorded

79. CKATTEL MORTGAGE RECORD, 1864--. 78 v. (1-78). 1824-29 in
Doeds, ontry 68; 1830-65 in Mortgage Record (Roal Estate and
Marginal Releases), entry 74.

Recordation of chattel mortgages and liens on gets, showing document
number, names of parties, amount of mortgage or lien, description of

property, and dates of execution and recording,. Also contains Chattel
Mortgages (Justice of the Peace), 1864-1920, 1931—, ontry 80. Arr.

chron. Indexed alph. by name of mortgagor, 1864-1909, hdv/. j 1910-12,
typed; 1913—, hdvr. on pr. fm. 692 p. 18 x 12-|- x 2^. V. 1-39, 1864-

1912, north strm., 3rd fl.; v. 40-78, 1913—, roc's off., 1st fl.

80. CHATTEL MORTGAGES, 1921-30, 6 v. 1824-29 in Deeds, entrj-- 68;

1830-63 in Mortgage Record (Real Estate and liarginal Releases),
entry 74; 1864-1920, 1931— in Chattel Mortgage Record, entry 79.

Recordation of chattel mortgages recorded by justices of the peace, shavi-

ing names of mortgagor and mortgagee, description of property, amount of

mortgage, date of execution, and signature of the justice of the peace.

Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by names of mortgagor and mortgagee, ^^w. on

pr. fm. 500 p. 16 X 11 X 2i. North strm., 3rd fl.

Certificates of Levy, Sale, and
Redemption (See also entry 248)

81. SrIERIFF'S CERTIFICATES OF LEVY, SALES, AlID REDEIviPTIONS, 1841—.
5 V. (l not lettered, I-L).

Recordation of sheriff's certificates of levy, sale, and redemption, show-
ing names of plaintiff, defendant, and sheriff, dates of levy, sale, re-
demption, filing, and recording, legal description of property, amount of
sale, and period of redemption. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by names of
plaintiff and defendant. E&?;. on pr. fin. 450 p. 15 x 12 x 2^. Rec.'s
off., 1st fl.

82. SHERIFF'S CERTIFICATE OF LEVY AND MASTER'S CERTIFICATE, 1841—.
3 V. (1-3),

Recordation of sheriff's certificates of levy and master's certificate
of sale, showing names of plaintiff, defendant, sheriff, and master in

chancery, date, legal description of proportj"-, consideration, and number
of certificate. Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff; for
sep. index, 1858— , sec entry 196. 1841-66, hdw. ; 1867— , hdv;. on pr.

fm. 600 p. 18 X 12 X 3. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

83. CERTIFICATES OF SALES ANT REDEI.TTIONS, 1841—. 4 v, (A-C, 3),
Recordation of sheriff's certificates of levy, sale, indebtedness, fore-
closure, and satisfaction or redemption, showing names of plaintiff, de-

fendant, sheriff, master in chancery, purchaser, and recorder, dates,

certificate number, legal description of property, and consideration.
Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff; for sep. index, 1858—,
see entry 196. 560 p. 18 x 12 x 2-|-. Roc's off., 1st fl.
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Recorder - Instruments (84-89)

Recorded

84, CERTIFICATE OF LEVY, SALES, AIJD REDEIvTTIOlJS, 1854—. 7 f.b.

Certificates of levy, sales, and redemptions, showing date of certifi-

cate, date and amount of judgment, costs, and total amount, dates of

notices, and names of plaintiff, defendant, purchaser, master, and

sheriff. Arr. chron. No index. Hdv/. on pr. fm. 10 x 4-o- x 14. Rec.'s

off., 1st fl.

Other Instruments

85. RECORD OF SOLDIERS' DISCPIARGES, 1863—. 3 v. (l-3).

Record of discharges, showing name, rank, organization, birthplace and

date, occupation, personal description, place and date of discharge, and

name and rank of coriimaiiding officer; also record of enlistments showing

name, grade, date of enlistment, prior service, rating, horsemanship,

battles, engagements, skirmishes, expeditions, knowledge of any vocation,

wounds, physical condition wiion discharged, dates of completion of typhoid

and paratyphoid prophylaxis, marital status, character, remarks, signature

of soldier, commanding officer's signature and rank, date of filing for

record, and recorder's signature. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of

soldier, Hdw. on pr. ftn. 616 p. 18 x 12 x 2^, Roc's off., 1st fl.

For other military records, see entries 42, 58.

86, IvIISCELLAireOUS PAPERS, 1894—. 72 f.b. Title varies: Recorded
Instrvimonts.

Instruments left for recording and not called for, including roloases,

real estate and chattel mortgages, bills of sale, affidavits, quitclaim,

warranty, and oxccutors' deeds, and articles of agroomont. Arr. chron.

No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 5 x 4^ x 12 - 10 x 5 x 12. Roc's off., Ist

fl.

87. inSCELLAlffiOUS RECORD, 1869—. 16 v. (A-P).

Recordation of miscollanoous instruments, including articles of incorpora-

tion and bylav:s of corporations, certificates of ownership of property,

quitclaim deeds, oil and gas leases, papers in receivership, powers of

attorney, statements of bankruptcy, private contracts, affidavits, city

and village ordinances, and plats of streets. Arr. chron. Indexed alph.

by name of grantor. 1869-1909, hdw.; 1910--, typed. Binding poor, 640 p.

18 X 12 X 2|-. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

88. REGISTER OF FARIvI NAI>5ES, 1915—. 1 v. (l). Last entry 1921.

Register of fam names showing names of farm and ovmer, description and

location of farm, date of filing, and notarial acknowledgment. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph. by name of ovmer. Hdw. on pr. fm. 296 p. 18 x 12 x 2.

Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

89, LIENS UPON CHATTELS, 1922—. 1 f.b. (18). Prior records cannot

be located.
Liens on chattels, shov:ing file number, names of claimant Gjid defendant,

statement of claim for lien, date of filing for record, date of service,

book and page number, and foes. Arr. chron. No index. Hdv/. and typed
on pr. fm. 10 x 5 x 12. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.





- 97 -

County Court (90-93)

90, STALLION REGISTER M7D RENEWAL, 1910-21. 2 v. (l, 2). Discon-
tinued as a county record. Subsequent similar records kept by
State Department of Agriculture.

Record of registered stallions, showing certificate number, names of
stallion, ovjnor, and breeder, description of stallion, register number,
record as to certificate of examination by Illinois Stallion Department,
and date of filing. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of owner. Hdw.

on pr« fm, , typed, and hdvi. Binding very poor. 320 p. 18 x 12 x 2.

Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

Maps and Plats
(See also entry 86)

91. (PLATS, JACKSOMILLE), 1868. 13 maps.
Plats of additions to city of Jacksonville, shoiiving section, to'ivnship,

and range numbers, location and boundaries of each block, nunbor, dimen-
sions, and descriptions of each lot, location and v/idth of streets and
alloys, and certification of city surveyor. Political. Black and 7/hito»

1 in. to 200 ft. 13 X 18 X 16. Roc's off., 1st fl.

92. PLAT BOOK OF MORGAl^ COUNTY, 1913. 85 maps.
Plat book of Morgan County showing townships, school districts, roads,
cities, villages, parks, and institutions. Jacksonville, Illinois:
Caldwell and Nelson Engineering Company, publisher. Printed and colored.
85 p. 18 X 16. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

93. CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, 1868. 13 maps.
Plats of additions to the citj'- of Jacksonville. Artist, R. C. Crampton.
Jacksonville, Illinois: Charles V/. Brovjn, publisher. Blueprint. 1 in. to
200 ft. 18 X 16. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

IV. COUNTY COURT

The county court serves as the judicial branch of county government.
This court is administered by the county judge viho is elected for a four-
year tern by the county electorate. ' Before entering upon the duties of
his office, the county judge is required to take and subscribe to an oath
which he files with the Secretary of State. ^ The compensation of the
Morgan county judge v^as originally sot at |i2.50 per diem for holding court.

1. R.S.1874 , p. 339; L.1881 , p. 70,

2. R.S.1874, p. 339.
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which was paid quarterly from the county treasury.! Today, the judge in

this county receives $3,240 per annxim.^ The court hears and determines
matters in which it has original or concurrent jurisdiction, including
appeals from the justices of the peace and police magistrates.*^

At the time of the organization of Morgan County the powers of the

judiciary in all counties were administered only hy the justices of the

peace, ^ the probate judge, ^ and the circuit court. Later, a civil and
criminal court. with jurisdiction coextensive with the county lines was

established under the provisions of the Constitution of 1848 and legis-
lation of 1849.'^ The court created was the county court. This unit of

county government was established with a. partial reversion to the dual
function, administrative and judicial, of the local judiciary in Illinois

under the Territorial Laws prior to 1818. The court was different from
the territorial courts in that its composition varied for each of the

two functions. The judicial court was administered by the co\inty judge,

\7ho was elected by the county electorate and commissioned by the Governor.

His original four-year tenure of office has remained effective to the

present. 8 As the governing body, the court was made up of the county

judge and two justices of the peace.

^

Under the second constitution, complete separation of county business

powers from the judicial could be had with the acceptance by the co\inty

electorate of an independent administrative body, the board of supervi-

sors, established under township organization. -'-0 This form of govora-
ment was never adopted by Morgan, the cotmty continuing -under the dual

county court until 1873 when the board of county commissioners became

successor to the county court in its jurisdiction over coixnty affairs

and business. Since that date, the county court has served only as a

judicial court in Morgan County,

The coxinty court as established in 1849 was vested with the same

civil and criminal jurisdiction as the justices of the peace. The

county judge was made conservator of the peace for the county. He was

given the same power and authority as the circuit judge in preserving
order in the court and punishing contempts offered the court while in

1, L.1849 , p. 63.

2, L.1955
. p. 616. . .

3, ..R.S.1874 , p. 339,340; L.1881 , p. 70.

4, Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 8; L.1819 , p. 192.

5, L.iesi , p. 119. .... . .

6, L.1819 . p, 380.
7, Constitution of 1848, Art. V. sec. 16; L.1849 , p. 62.

8, L.1849 . p. 62; R.S.1874 , p. 339; L.1933 , p. 451.
.

9» L»1849
. p. 65.

10. Constitution of 1848, Art. VII, sec. 6; L.1849
, p. 192,202.
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session.! Suits for salo of dclinquGnt lands for taxes of 1848, and
prior years, could "bo 'brought and prcgentod in either the circuit or

county court, but for taxes of subsequent years, the county court was
given exclusive original Jurisdiction, 2 The c»urt also exercised^juris-
diction equal yrith that of the circuit court over naturalization.^

In addition to its civil and crirainal jurisdiction, the qourt was
vested with all the povrcrs and jiirisdiction in probate natters which were

vested prior to this date in the court of the probate justice. The court

was given concurrent jtu:isdi ction with the circuit court in hearing and
dctcrraining applications for the sale of real estate of deceased persons
and for the payment of debts for the estate.'* In Morgan County the county
judge has served to the present in his ex-off icio capacity as judge of

the probate court.

^

The law jurisdiction of the county court in Morgan County from 1874

to the present, has been concurrent with that of the circuit court in that

class of cases wherein the justices of the peace have jurisdiction where

the value of the amount in controversy does not exceed $1,000,^ in all
cases of appeals from justices of the peace and police magistrates, and
in all criminal offenses and misdemeanors where the punishment is not im-

prisonment in the penitentiary or death, "^ The county court also has orig-

inal jurisdiction in matters relating to indigent mothers, ^ jurisdiction

over insane persons not charged Trith crime, and authority to appoint a
conservator for the estates of insane persons.

^

The county and circuit coiirts have original jurisdiction in cases of

juvenile offenders. This jurisdiction is over matters dealing with depen-

dent, neglected, and delinquent children. The authority includes provision
for the treatment, control, maintenance, adoption, and guardianship of

such children. ^'^

1. L,1849 . p. 65. . . .

2. Ibid., p. .126,

3. U.S.S. at Large , v. 2, p. 155,

4. L,1849 , p. 65.

5. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 18; R.S.1874 . p. 339; L.1953 .

p. 449.
6. Under the laws of 1872 and the revised statutes of 1874, the juris-

diction was in cases not exceeding $500 ( L, 1871-72 , p. 325; R.S.1874 ,

p. 340). Legislation enacted in 1933 extended the jurisdiction to

$2,000 ( L.1935 , p. 452), but a later amendment of the same session,

passed June. 21, placed the jurisdiction in case9 where the amount in-

volved is not over $1,000. ( ibid, p. 449)..
7. R.S,1874 . p. 340; L.1877 , p, 77; L.1933 , p. 448.

.

8. L.1913 . p. 127; L.1915 , p. 243; L.1921 , p, 164; L.1955 , p. 256.

9. Ljl869, pi 364; R.S.1874 , p. 685; L.1903 , p, 247.

10. L«1899 , p. 131-37; L.1901 , p. 141-44; L.1905 , p, 152-56; L.1907 ,

p. 70-72.
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In this clasn of cases the juvenile probation officer functions as

an assistant of the county court in the administration of justice. Pro-
vision was first made for a probation officer under the laws of 1899,
This legislation provided for the appointment of probation officers by
the court to serve without compensation from the public treasury and at
the pleasure of the court. In 1907 an amendment to this act authorized
the court to allow compensation to such officers in a sum to be set by
the county board, but the power of the court to appoint probation officers
to serve without pay was in no way abridged by this legislation,^ An amend-
ment of 1925 provided that if more than one probation officer were appointed,
one was to be designated the chief probation officer. To be eligible for

the position of chief probation officer, the candidate was required to have
had e^qjerience in social welfare work equivalent to one year spent in active
practical welfare work. Minimum rates, based upon pop\ilation, were es-

tablished for the compensation of these officers, the county board to fix
the amount. Where a county had only one probation officer, the salary
rates were made to apply to that individual. For Morgan County and others
with more than twenty-five thousand auid less than fifty thousand inhabit-
ants, the rate is set at a sum not less than $100 a month. The court,

however, retains the power to ^point probation officers to serve without

pay. 2

The officer under consideration makes investigation on order of the

court and takes charge of the child before and after the trial. He is

required to be present at the court hearings in order that he may repre-
sent the interest of the child. This officer also furnishes information

and assistance as required by the court.

^

Upon petition filed with the clerk of the court for the ranoval of

a neglected or dependent child from the custody of its parents or guard-
ian, process is issued for appearance. The summons may be served by the

sheriff or by the duly appointed probation officer.^

At any time after the filing of the petition and pending the final
disposition, the court may allow the child to remain in the possession
of its custodian or in its home subject to the visitation of the proba-
tion officer; or the child may be ordered in custody of the probation
officer. If upon hearing the case the court finds the child to be de-
pendent or neglected, the court may commit the child to an association
or institution or allow the child to remain in his home subject to the

1. L,1899
, p, 133.

2. L.1907
, p, 69,70.

3. L.1935 . p, 187,188.
4. L,1899 . p. 133.

5. Ibid., p. 132,133; L.1905
, p. 153,154; L.19n7

, p. 72,73.

6. L.1907. p. 74.





- 101 -
County Court (Next entry 94, p. 105)

visitation of the probation officer.1 in a similar fashion the pro-
bation officer for adults, an appointee of the circuit court, assists
the court in the administration of justice among adult violators.^

In cases of delinquency, if the court finds any child to be delin-
quent, the court may commit the child to an institution or to the custody
of the probation officer. The court may, upon its discretion, send
juvenile offenders and vagrants to the state reform school rather than
to the county jail .3

Another probation officer, also an appointee of the county court,
assists the court in mothers' pension cases. The state and county funds
for indigent mothers and their children are administered by the county
court, its appointed probation officers, the county board with the assist-
ance of the county clerk, the county treasurer, and the State Department
of Public Welfare. The county court, however, is given original juris-
diction in these matters .4

A mother whose husband is dead or incapacitated, or who is abandoned
by her husband is entitled to the benefits of the mothers' pension fund.
Such mother in need may file an application with the county court for
relief. The case of the applicant is then investigated by the probation
officer under the direction of the court,^ A report and recommendation
of the approval or disapproval of such application is then mado by this
officer to the court. If the application is approved, the probation
officer or other person may file with the clerk of ihe court a written
petition verified by afficte-vit setting forth the facts giving the court
jurisdiction and other facts upon which an order for relief is entered.
Upon receipt of the petition, a summons is issued to the mother and
the county board for appearance. The usual procedure is for the board
to make a written appearance. Upon the hearing in court, the court may
make an order upon the county board to pay monthly such money as may bo
necessary for tho care of tho mother and her child or children in
accordanco with tho provisions of law,6

To carry out this procoduro, tho county court appoints tho probation
officer who serves during tho pleasure of tho court and is compensated
for his services by tho county in such amoimt as detorminod by tho county
board. As noted above, this officer investigates all applications for re-
lief and makes a written report to the court. In addition to this duty.

1. L.1923, p. 180,181.
2. L,1911, p, 280-82.

3, L,1907, p. 75,

4. L,1915, p, 127-50; L,1921, p, 163/ L.1953, p^ 194jl95; L.1935»
.".. p». 256^9, •>

.

"—'

5, L,1913, p, 127; L,1915, p. 244; L,1935, p, 256,257,
6, L,1915, p, 127-29; L.1955, p, 25TI





- 102 -

County Court (Next entry 94, p. 105)

the probation officer makes quarterly visits and supervises, under the di-

rection of the court, the families to which such assistance has been

granted,!

The county board annually levies a tax on all taxable property to pro-

vide for the mothers' pension fund. The levy is made not in excess of two-

fifths of one mill on a dollar in Morgan County, 2 in addition, the General

Assembly, from time to time, makes appropriations to the State Department

of Public Welfare, which funds,, in turn, are distributed to the several

counties to supplement the pension fund. To become entitled to the state

appropriation, the county must meet the standards of administration set by

the state agency. The county treasurer certifies to the state department

an itemized statement, attested by the county clerk, of the money paid out

during each quarter in accordance with the legislative provisions for this

pension and also certifies annually the total assessed valuation and amount

of money raised by tax levy for the mothers' pension fund,*^

Jurisdiction in the election procedure is vested variously in the coun-

ty board, the county court, and the county clerk. In the event that any

city, village, or incorporated town within the county should adopt the City

Elections Act, the county court is required to appoint a board of three

election commissioners who serve for three-year terms. These election

boards have authority and are charged with the organization of election dis-

tricts and precincts, the appointment of judges and clerks of election, pro-

vision of election ballots, and the application of the rules and regulations

for permanent registration and elections. Only one such board is appointed,

however, in each county; this board has jurisdiction over elections in all

cities, villages, or incorporated towns which may adopt the act,'* Other-

wise, jurisdiction is vested in the county board, county court, and county

clerk. The county court has original jurisdiction in election contests for

certain county, district, and tovjnship offices,*^

Aiding in the settlement of questions arising in the course of the

election procedure is the county officers electoral board. This body con-

sists of the county judge as chairman, the county clerk, and the state's

attorney,

S

1, L,1913 , p. 129,130; L.1955 , p. 258.

2, L,1919 , p. 780,781; L.1927 , p. 196,197; L.1928 , First Sp. Soss,, p, 3,

4; L,1935 , p. 194.

3, L,1935 , p, 259,
4, L.1885

, p. 147-49; L,1899 , p» 163-65; L.1917 , p. 445,446; L.1929 . p,

399; L.1933 , p, 534; L. 1935-36 , Fourth Sp, Sess., p. 35.

5, L. 1871-72
, p, 396, This law applies to county courts in both township

and commissioner counties, but since Morgan County is of the latter type

and does not have townships the portion of the law relating to election

contests for township officers is ineffective in this county today,

5, L,1391 , p. 110; L.1933 , p. 552.
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The several nomination papers for county offices are filed with the

county clerk and are considered valid unless objections are made within

five days after the last day for filing such papers. Objections to nomi-

nations are made to the county officers electoral board for any office of

the county, park district, or other division coterminous with or less than

the county and other than a city, village, incorporated town or township,

1

The ohjoctor's petition is filed with the county clerk \7ho presents the

same together with the nomination papers or certificate before the elector-

al board,2 The petition contains the objector's name and residence, nature

of objection, the interest of the objector, and the relief sought of the

board, 3 A notice of the hearing is sent to the candidate. Upon hearing

the objections, the board renders a final decision by majority vote. In

the event the candidate whose nomination is protested is a member of the

electoral board the circuit judge is required to fill his place,

^

Under an act of 1933 housing corporations may bo orgainized in Illinois

for the express purpose of improving housing conditions.^ Such corpora-

tions are subject to the supervision ajid control of the state housing board.

This state agency has authority, after investigations and public hearings,

to approve the acquisition of property and construction of housing projects.

If the state housing board approves a project over the objections of ten

percent of the property owners within a mile, but not included in the pro-

ject, it must then file an application with the clerk of the county court

to bo submitted to the county judge for the confirmation of its approval.

Such application is to contain copies of the findings and order of the

board, transcript of testimony, description of the project and public

spaces, statement of location, and reasons for approval by the board. The

objectors to the project may file objections in the county court to the

confirmation of such project. The county judge then examines the applica-

tion, objections, and any additional evidence before rendering a decision

of "approved" or "not approved" on the application,

6

Appeals from the judgments and decisions of the county court may be

taken to the circuit court,''' To the appellate court or supreme court may

be taken and prosecuted appeals and writs of error in proceedings for the

sale of lands for taxes and special assessments, in all common law and at-

tachment cases, and in cases of forcible detainer and forcible entry and

detainer. Such appeals and writs of error are, when not otherwise provided,

taken and prosecuted in the same manner as appeals and v/rits of error from

the circuit court,

8

1. L.1891 , p. 110,111; L.1929 , p. 394,

2. L.1891 . p. Ill; L.1929 , p, 394; L.1953 , p. 552.

3. L.1929 , p. 394,395.
4. L.1933 , p. 552.
5. Ibid., p. 396-415; L. 1933-34 , Third Sp. Sess., p. 167-74.

6. Ibid,

7. R.S.1874 , p. 359; L.1933 , p, 396.

8. R.S.1874
, p. 339; L.1877 , p. 77; L.1881 , p. 66.
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County Court (Next entry 94, p. 105)

The records of the county court are kept by the county clerk who is

ex-officio clerk of the county court. In addition to the statutory rec-
ords described telow, the clerk necessarily maintains others in effecting
the court's orders,

^

For the court the clerk keeps the following records:

1, Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the

court with alphabetical indexes "by names of parties.
Proceedings are recorded at length only in cas.es desig-
nated by law or when the court, at the motion and assump-
tion of expenses by one of the parties, so orders. In

practice, the court record has been broken down from an
early date into segregated tj^Des of proceedings and judg-

ments,
2, "Plaintiff-Defendant Index to Court Records" and "Defend-

ant-Plaintiff Index to Court Records," intended to bo

separate records, but frequently combined in a single

volume with the two indexes segregated in each volume,

3, A e.-enoral docket in which all suits are entered in the

order they are commenced,
4, A judgment and execution docket containing a column for

the entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In

practice, an execution docket is frequently set up inde-

pendently,
5, Additional dockets, designated as the clerk's, judge's,

and bar docket. In practice, the bar docket has tended

to drop out of use,

2

6, A fee book in which costs and fees are to be entered

under the proper title of the cause. In practice,

separate series of volumes are maintained under these

titles of causes,
7, Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices'

courts, dockets thereof, and transcripts of judgment for

liens, etc., from justices' courts.

8, Naturalization record including petitions, proceedings,

final certificates, etc. The county courts in Illinois

prior to 1906 met the requirements of Federal statutes

to exercise naturalization jurisdictipn,^

1, The form which such records take is generally determined by court

order ( L.1849 , p. 65; R.S.1874 , p. 263),
2, The Civil Practice Act of 1933 grants authority to county courts,

subject to rules promulgated by the supreme court and not inconsistent
with statutory requirements, to make such rules as they may deem ex-

pedient, regulating dockets and calendars of said court (L.1933 ,

P. 786),
3, U.S.S, at Large, v. 2, p. 155; U.S.R.S. 1789-1874, p. 378.
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County Court - Proceedings (94-96)

of Court

9, Original documents used in court hearings and determina-

tions; of particular importance in the large nvunber of

cases where complete proceedings are not spread on court

records.!
10, Monthly reports of the warden of the county jail contain-

ing a list of all prisoners in his custody and showing

the cause of commitment and names of persons hy whom com-

mitted,

^

Proceedings of Court

(See also entries 55C1, 140A)

94, COMMON LAW AUD CRIMINAL FILES, 1873—, 197 f .b. (1-223,

grouped)

,

Files of county court common law and criminal cases, including summonses,

subpoenas, bills, complaints, pleas, writs, transcripts of evidence, in-

structions to jury, verdicts, appeals, state's attorney's documents .per-

taining to each case, and orders and decrees of court. Also contains

Delinquent and Dependent (Files), 1873-1911, entry 103; Feeble-minded

Children, 1873-1915, entry 106; and Recognizance Bonds, 1873-1902, entry

127. Arr. by case no. Hdw., typed, hdw, and typed on pr, fm, 10 x 5 x 14,

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

95, INDEX TO COUNTY COUBT FILES, 1873—. 1 v.

Index to Common Law and Criminal Files, entry 94, showing names of plaintiff

and defendant, and file box number, Arr. alph. by name of defendant, Hdw,

400 p, 12 X 6 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

96, COUNTY COURT RECORD, 1872—, 9 v, (1-9), Title varies: County

Court Record Laws; Common Law Record,
County court record, showing court term and date, names of plaintiff and

defendant, cause for action, presentation of case, and orders of court;

contains record of adoptions and of proceedings in feeble-minded cases,

probation and recognizance records, 1872-84, 1919— , default record, and

confession record. Also contains County Court Record Criminal, 1872-84,

1919—, entn/ 97; Insanity Record, 1872-77, entry 101; Dependent and De-

linquent Children, 1872-1910, entry 105; and Special Assessment Record,

1872-1908, entry 111, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of defendant;

for sop, index to special assessment records, 1872-1908, see entry 112,

1872-78, hd>7,; 1879-1921, hd-7, under pr, hdgs,; 1922—, typed under pr.

hdgs, 600 p, 18 X 12 x 3. Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

1. R.S.1845 , p. 323,324,414,418,419; L.1865 , p. 79,80; L. 1871-72 , p. 325;

R.S.1874 , p. 262,263,339; L.1877 , p. 77; L.1933 , p. 448,451; U.S.S. at

Large , v. 2, p, 153-55; U.S.R.S, 1789-1874 , p. 378-80; U.S.S, at Large ,

V, 34, part 1, p, 595-607; U.S.S. at Largo , v, 44, part 2, p, 709,710,

2, R,S.1874 , p. 616; L.1935 , p. 678.
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County Coiirt - Proceedings (97-103)

of Court

97. COUNTY COURT RECORD CRDilNAL, 1885-1918. 4 v. (A-D) . 1872-84,

1919— in County Court Record, entry 96.

Record of crinincil cases in county court, showing court term and date,

names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, cause for action, and

proceedings and orders of court; also contains probation and recognizance

records. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. "by nane of defendant. Hdw. 500 p.

18 X 12 X 2|. Co. clk.»s vlt., 1st fl.

98. ADOPTIONS, 1863—. 3 f.t>. 1840-67 in (County Clerk's

Miscellaneous Papers), entry 65C1.

Adoption papers including petitions, entries of appearance, decrees,

and consent of parents to adoptions of ninor children. Arr, chron. For

indexes, see entries 99 and 107. Hdw, and typed on pr. fn. 10 x 5 x 14,

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

99. INDEX TO ADOPTION PILES, 1868—. 1 v.

Index to Adoptions, entry 98, showing name of child and file box number.

From 1904—, this index has been transcribed into Miscellaneous Index,

entry 107. Arr. alph. by name of child. Hdw. 100 p. 6 x 4 x -|-. Co.

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

100, INSANITY, 1875--. 28 f.b.

Documents in insanity cases, including writs of inquisition, petitions,

reports of insanity connission, and decrees of commitment or discharget

Arr. by case no. No index. Hdw, on pr. fn. 10 x 5 x 14, Co. elk. '

s

vlt,, 1st fl.

101. INSANITY RECORD (Trial by Jury) , 1892—, 3 v. (A, C, D) , Last

entry 1929. Title varies: Findings and Orders of Insanity.

1872-77 in County Court Record, entry 96; 1878-91 in Conservators'

Record, entry 161,

Record of insanity trials, showing date, names of persons alleged insane,

petitioner, judge, clerk, sheriff, witnesses, and jury, findings of trial,

and order of com-t. Also contains Insanity Record (Trial by CoLimission)

,

1892-1909, entry 102. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of alleged insane

person. Hdw. on pr, fn. 350 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co, elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl,

102. INSANITY RECORD (Trial by Commission), 1910--. 5 v, (B-l).

1878-91 in Conservators' Record, entry 161; 1892-1909 in Insanity

Record (Trial by Jurj.^ , entry 101.-

Record of insanity trials by commission, showing date, names of person

alleged insane, petitioner, judge, members of connission, witnesses, sheriff,

and clerk, findings of commission, and order of court. Arr. chron. Indexed

alph. by name of person alleged insane. Hdw, on pr. fm. 296 p.

18 X 12 X l|. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

103, DELINQUENT AND DEPENDENT (Files), 1913—, 4 f,b, 1873-1911 in

Common Law and Criminal Files, entry 94,

Case files of delinquent and dependent children, including affidavits, peti-

tions, writs, reports of investigators, and orders of the court. Arr, by

case no. For indexes, sec entries 104 and 107. Hdw, .ind typed on pr, fn.

10 X 5 X 14, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Cotinty Court - Proceedings (104-110)

of Court

104, INDEX TO FILES OF DELI1TQ,UENT AND DEPENDENT CHILDREN; 1913--. 1 v.

Index to Delinquent and Dependent (Files), entry 103, showing name of child

£ind file "box number. This index has "been transcribed in Miscellaneous

Index, entry 107, Arr. alph. by name of child. Hdw. lOO pi 8 x 6 x |-,

Coi elk, 's vlt., 1st fl,

105, DEPENDENT AND DELINQUENT CHILDREN, 1911—, 1 v, (l). 1873-1910

in County Court Record, entry 96,

Record of proceedings in cases of dependent and delinquent children, show-

ing court term and date, name, age, and address of dependent or delinquent

child, final disposition, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron. Indexed

alph, by name of dependent or delinquent, Hdw. on pr, fm. 300 p.

18 X 12 X 1^. Co. clk.«s vlt., 1st fl.

106, FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN, 1916--, 3 f.b. (l, 2), 1873-1915 In .

Common Law and Criminal Files, entry 94,

Documents in cases of feeble-minded children, including writs of inquisi-

tion, petitions, reports of commission, and court orders, Arr, chron.

Hdw, on pr, fm. 10 x 5 x 14. Co. elk.' s vlt., 1st fl.

107, MISCELLAIIEOUS INDEX, 1904~. 1 v, (l).

Index to Feeble-minded Children, entry 106, showing name of child, and case

and file box numbers. Also indexes Inheritance Tax Receipts, entry 177.

Also contains duplicate of Index to Adoption Files, 1904--, entry 99 and

duplicate of Index to Files of Delinquent and Dependent Children, 1913—,

entry 104. Arr. chron. by name of principal. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 400 p.

16 X 11 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

108, CONDEIvINATION RECORD, PANKEY POND, ALLEY A, 1890—, 2 f.b.

Petitions for condemnations or special assessments, and copy of ordinances

providing for local improvements, showing description and locations of

parcels, and signatures of petitioners and attorney. Arr, chron. No index.

Typed. 10 x 4| x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

109, SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR PUBLIC IMPROVHffiNTS, 1900— . 23 f.b.

Special assessment files, and petitions of the city of Jacksonville to

levy special assessments for the cost of various improvements, such as

water, streets, lighting, porks, and sewage disposal plants, containing

surveys, plats, plans, and specifications of proposed and completed

improvements, special assessment rolls, applications and certificates of

the board of local L'nprovements, with signature of approval of each board

member, date of filing for record, and signature of clerk. Arr. by file

no. Hdw, and typed, 10 x 4| x 14, Co, clk,»s vlt., 1st fl,

110, INDEX, SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, 1900—, 1 v.

Index to Special Assessments for Public Improvements, entry 109, showing

name of improvement and file nur.iber. Arr. alph. by title of improvement.

Hdw, 100 p. 10 X 6 X 1, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Court - Dockets (111-116)

111. SPECIAL ASSESSMEIW RECOHD, 1909—. 4 v. (A-D). 1872-1908 in

County Court Hecord, entry 96,

Record of petitions for special assessments for improvements, showing names

of improvement, ovmer, and addition, date, frontage in feet and inches,

subdivision of lot, lot and "block numbers, amount of assessment, number and

amounts of installments, and date of granting or denial of petition. Arr,

chron. Indexed alph. by title of improvement; for sep. index, see entry

112, Hdw. and typed under pr. hdgs. 840 p. 18 x 14| x 4. Co. clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl,

112. INDEX TO SPECIAL ASSESSliENT RECORDS, 1872—. 1 v.

Index to Special Assessment Record, entry 111, shoAving name of improvement,

record book number or letter, and page n^jimber; also indexes, special assess-

ment records in County Court Record, entry 96. Arr. alph, by title of

improvement. Hdw. 150 p. 8x5x1. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

113. RECORD OF INSOLVEOT DEBTORS, 1878—. 2 v. (l, 2).

Record of insolvent debtors, showing names of insolvent person and appraiser,

inventory and appraisement of property, and amounts of debts and liabilities.

Arr, cliron. Indexed alph, by name of insolvent person. Hdw, 500 p,

16 X 12 X 2^, Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Dockets

Court Dockets

114. COUNTY CASES DISPOSED OF (Common Law and Criminal), 1872—

.

11 V. (9 not n\imbered, 1, 2). Title varies: Judge's Docket,

Judge's docket of cases disposed of, showing date, names of plaintiff,

defendant, and attorneys, cause of action, court orders, and record

book and page number. Also contains Judge's Docket Criminal, 1872-97,

1922—, entry 116; Insanity Docket, 1872-91, entry 119; and Docket of

Proceedings of Feeble-mindednoss, 1872-1915, entry 120. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 752 p,

18 X 12 X 4. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

115. JUDGE'S DOCKET COUNTY COURT (Current), 1924—. 1 v.

Judge's docket of pending cases, showing date, names of plaintiff,

defendant, and attorneys, cause of action, court orders, and record

book and page number. Arr, chron. No index, Hdw. under pr. hdgs,

600 p. 18 X 12 X 3. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

116. JUDGE'S DOCKET CRIMINAL, 1898-1921. 4 v. 1872-97, 1922— in

County Cases Disposed of (Common Law and Criminal), entry 114,

Judge's docket of criminal cases in county court, showing date, case

number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, cause of action,

and orders of court. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr, hdgs,

320 p. 18 X 12 X l|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Co'onty Court - Fee Books (117-123)

117. JUDffivIENT- DOCKET, 1872—. 3 v. (1-3).

Judgraent docket, showing court term and date, names of plaintiff and

defendant, nature of action, debts, damages, costs, and orders of court.

Arr. alph. by name of person a^'^ainst whom judgment is entered. Indexed

alph. by name of defendant, Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 250 p, 18 x 12 x l-f.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

118. EXECUTION DOCKET, 1872— 2 v. (l, 2),

Coiinty court execution docket, showing. date of execution, docket n-ombor,

names of plaintiff and defendant, date and amount of judgment and costs,

and datps of delivers' and return, Arr, alph, by naijie of person. against

whom judgment is entered. Indexed alph. oy naxAcs of plaintiff and de-

fendant. Hdw. on pr. fm. 200 p. 18 x 12 x 2]i.
.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

119. INSMITY DOCIST, 1892—. 11 v. (l-ll), 1872-91 in County

Cases Disposed of (Common Law and Criminal), entry 114.

Docket of insanity cases, shovdng date, names of person alleged insane,

petitioner, and fatnesses, findings of jury or commission, and court

orders. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by najne of person alleged insai^e.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3. Co. clk.'s vlt.,. 1st fl.

120. DOCKET OF.PHOCEEDIIIGS OF FEEBLE-MDIDEDEESS, 1916— . 1 v. (A).

1872-1915 in County Cases Disposed of (Common Law and Criminal),

entry 114,

Docket and record of proceedings of feeble-minded persons, showing names

of defendant, petitioner, judge, and. witnesses, history of case, dates,

and orders of court. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of defendant,

Hdw. on pr. fm. 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2|, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

121. 3AR DOCICET, 1893-1906. 2 v. Discontinued.

Ear docket of cases in county court, showing date, names of plaintiff

£ind defendant, and cause of action. Arr, chron. No index. Hdw.

160 p, 16 X 12 X 2, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Justices' Dockets (See

also entries 209, 2lO)

122. JUSTICE DOCKET, 1859— . 114 v. Prior records cannot be located.

Docketsof justices of the peace, shov/ing date, names of plaintiff,

defendant, constable, and justice, cause of action, kind of process,

amount of fees and costs, and record of proceedings of court. Arr, chron.

Indexed alph, by name of defendant. Hdw. under pr, hdgs. 400 - 500 p.

14 X 9 X 2 - 16 X 11 X 2|. North stx-m. , 3rd fl.

Fee Books

123. FEE BOOK (Common Law and Criminal), 1874— . 9 v. (3-6, 6-10).

Common law and criminal fee book, including witness foes and record of

fines, showing date, case niimbcr, names of plaintiff and defendant, cause

for action, amounts of fees ojii costs, and totals. Arr. chron. Indexed

alph. by names of plaintiff aiad defendant. Hdw, on pr. fm. . 600 p,

19\ 12 X 3. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Court - Reports to (124-128)

Court; Bonds; Probation

124. IlISANITY FEE BOOK, 1896—. 4 v. (1-4). 1862-95 in Administra-

tors' and Executors' Fee Book, entry 184.

Record of insanity fees received by county clerk, showing names of patient,

commissioners, state's attorney, and treasurer, date and place of conrnit-

mont, itemized list of costs and fees, residence of patient, and date of

court term. Arr. chrou. No index. Hdv/, under pr. hdgs. 300 p.

18 X 12 X Ig-. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Reports to Court
(See also entry 65C2)

125. CEKETERY Ai-TD FUIERAL ASSOCIATION REPORTS, 1911--. 1 f.b. No

prior records.
Reports to the county court by trustees of cemetery and funeral associa-

tions, shov/ing items of receipts and disbursements, total amount, and

date of filing. Arr. chron. No index. Typed on pr, fm, 10 x 5 x 14.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Bonds
(See also entries 232, 248)

126, (KISCELLAJffiOUS BONDS), 1895—. In (County Clerk's Miscellaneous
Papers), entry 65C3.

Bonds posted in county court, including appeal, assignees' attachment

bonds, bastardy, child abandonment, recognizance, replevin, and bonds of

trustees

.

127. RECOGNIZANCE BONDS, 1903—, 2 f.b. 1873-1902 in Common Law
and Criminal Files, entry 94.

Recognizance bonds showing names of plaintiff and defendant, sureties,

amount of bond, condition of obligation, date, cause or crime, certificate

v;ith date, and signature of sheriff. Arr. chron. No index. Hdv/. on pr,

fm. 10 X 5 X 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Probation

Mothers ' Pens ion (See

also entries 6, 268, 276, 284)

128. LiOTHERS' PENSION FUND, 1913—. 3 f.b. (1-3).

Documents in mothers' pension cases, including applications, petitions,

reports of investigating officer, and orders of court granting or deny-
ing petition. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 10 x 5 x 14. Co,

clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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County Court - Jury (129-134)

Records; Naturalization

Jury Records
(See also entries 1, 4, 19, 65A5, 193, 231,

249, 271, 272)

129. (JURY Smarai'ISES Al^ID VENIRES), 1895—. In (County Clerk's Mis-

cellaneous Papers), entry 65C4.

Jury venires and summonses to jurors to appear in court, showing name

and residence of juror and date of court term.

Naturalisation
(See also entries 211, 236-242)

130. NATURALIZATION PAPERS, 1865-1906. 5 f.b.

Documents in naturalization proceedings, including declarations of in-

tention, petitions, oaths, and final certificates. Arr. chron. No in-

dex. Hdw. on pr. fm. 10 x 4|- x 14. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

131. (INDEX TO NATURALIZATION RECORDS, COUNTY COURT), 1865-1906. In

General Index to Naturalizations, entry 236.

Index to all naturalization records in county court, showing name and

nationality of applica:it, dates of declaration of intention, petitions

for citizenship, and certificate, and record book and page of entry.

132. NATURALIZATION RECORD - INTENTIONS, 1867-1906. 1 v.

Record of oaths of intent to become naturalized, showing date, name of

alien, nativity, oath renouncing allegiance to foreign power, and date

of filing, Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of alien; for sep, index,

see entry 131. Hdw. on pr. fm. 400 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl.

133. NATURALIZATION RECORD FINAL MINORS, 1880-1905. 3 v. (l not

lettered, 1882-92; 1 not lettered, D, 1890-1905). 1865-79 in

Naturalization Record (Soldiers ajid Minors), entry 135.

Record of petitions and final certificates of naturalization, showing

names of minor alien, and v/itnesses, date of oath and entry into the

United States, final oath of allegiance, court order admitting to citi-

zenship, acknowledgment, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron. Indexed

alph. by name of alien; for sep. index see entry 131. Hdw. on pr. fm.

250 p. 18 X 12 X l|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

134. NATUPJ^IZATION RECORD, 1866-1906. 3 v. (A-C).

Record of petitions for and final certificates of naturalization, showing

date and term of court, names of petitioner and judge, court order to ad-

mit petitioner to citizenship, final oath of allegiance, date of certifi-

cate, acknowledgment and seal of clerk, and date of filing. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph. by name of petitioner; for sep, index see entry 131. Hdv/.

on pr. fm. 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2^. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Court (135-137)

135. NATURALIZATION RECORD (Soldiers and Minors), 1865-99. 1 v. No

subsequent final certificates for soldiers.
Record of petitions for and final certificates of naturalization issued
to soldiers and ninors, shovring date, names of alien and v;^itnesses, date
of oath and entry into the United States, final oath of allegiance, court
order admitting to citizenship, aclcnowledgment, and signature of clerk.

Naturalization Record Final I'lnors, kept separately, 1880-1905, entry 133,

Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of alien; for sep. index, see entry 131.

Hdw. on pr. fa. 216 p. 18 x 12 :: l|-, Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Office Transactions

Receipts and Expenditures

136. COUNTY CLERK'S CASH BOOK, 1873—. 7 v. (A-G).

Cash book of county clerk's daily receipts and expenditures, showing date

and £anount of receipt or expenditure, on what account, names of payer
and payee, purpose of payment, total cash receipt and disbursements, and
number and amount of check. Also contains (Probate Clerk's Cash Book),

entry 187. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 280 - 300 p.

16 X 8 X 2 - 18 X 14 X 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., Ist fl.

Court Business (See

also entrj^ 65C5)

137. ATTORNEYS' RECEIPTS FOR PAPERS, 1895—. 4 v.

Record of attorneys' receipts for legal papers, showing file number, title

of case, date of withdrawal and return, and attorney's signature for papers.
Arr. alph. by title of case. No index. 1898-1905, hdw. under pr. hdgs.;
1906—, typed under pr. hdgs. 375 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

V. PROBATE COURT

Jurisdiction in probate mo.ttors in Morgan County was vested in a

separate probate court from 1823 until 1849. The first incumbent was the

probate judge who v;-as appointed by the General Assembly and held office

during good behavior.^ The next incumbent, the probate justice, was elec-

ted by the county electorate for a four-year tenn;^ a two-year term

1. L.1821
, p. 119; L.1823, p. 132; L.1825 , p. 87.

2. L.1836"-57, p. 176.
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becane effective in 1847.-^ The jurisdiction of the probate court -.ms

transferred to the ne\vly created county court in 1849," The Morgan cc

co\jrt has retained probate jurisdiction from 1849 to the present ,3

As enunciated by the Constitution of 1870 and subsequent legislation,
the jurisdiction of the court extends to all natters of probate, the settle-

ment of estates of deceased persons, the appointment of guardians and
conservators and settlomont of their accounts, and all matters relating
to apprentices, and in cases of sales of real estate of deceased persons
for payment of debts, proceedings for the collection of taxes and special
assessments of property in probate.^ The court has power to impanel a
jury for the trial of issues or natters of fact in any of these proceed-
ings before it.*^

Aiding the court in its jurisdiction over the administration of
intestate estates and the guardianship of minors are, respectively, the
public administrator and the public guardian. Each officer is appointed
quadrennially by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate.

The public administrator eoid public guardian are required to enter into
bonds set and approved by the court in sums not less tiaan $5,000.^ Their
duties are performed under the direction and orders of the court. The
records that result from their prescribed duties appear among the records
of the court with those of other adiiinistrators, executors, and guardians.

liThen there is no relative or creditor who will administer an intestate
estate, the court commits the administration to the public administrator
upon application of any person interested in the deceased cstato,7 if a
widow or next of kin, or creditor of the deceased appears within six
months after the administration is grrjitod to the public administrator,
the court then revokes its grant of administration to the publio adminis-
trator and orders letters of administration granted to such persons inter-
ested in the estate. If any balance of intcctato estate remains after
all debts and cliargcs against the estate which have boon presented within
two years after the administration of the estate was committed to such
public administrator are i'ully paid, the administrator causes a notice to
be published requiring i)or3ons still having claims against the estate to
present them to the county court within six months. If no claims are

1, 1,1845 , p. 28, Effective in 1847.

2, Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 16,18j L,184 9, p, 65.

3, R.S.1874 , p, 339,340j L,1933, p, 449,458.
4, Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, seo, 20j R,S,1874 , p, 339,340; L,1877 ,

p. 80.

5, R ,5.1345 , p, 425; L,1933 , p, 460.
6, L«1825 , p. 70-72, R,L.1829 , p. 208; R,L,1853 , p, 627,628; R.S.1845 ,

p. 548; L,1871-72 , p, 77; LjlSSl, p, 5; L.1839 , p, 165.
7» R.L,1855, p. 628; R,S.1845, p, 548; L,1871-72, p, 89.
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presented, the balaJice is paid into the county treasury, upon the expira-

tion of the six-month period, the county remaining answerable to any

future claims,

1

As already noted, the court has authority to appoint guardians of

minor heirs of deceased persons. In cases whore the minor is under
fourteen years of ago the court appoints his guardian. When the minor

is over fourteen ho may nominate his own guardian, subject to the approval

of the court ,2 Under the dirdction of the court, the guardian is responsi-
ble for the custody, nurture, and tuition of his ward and the care and

management of his estate. The court may assign the guardianship of the

estate to one guardian and the custody and tuition of the ward to another,"^

Within sixty days after his appointment, the guardian returns to the court
a complete inventory of the real and personal estate of the ward in the

form prescribed by law,'^ At the end of the first year of his appointment,
and every three years thereafter, he makes a settlement of his accounts.
When his trust is completed or upon the death of the ward, the guardian
makes final settlement and delivers over to persons entitled to them the

property and papers in his hands as guardian, 5 Upon failure of a guardian
appointed by the court to act within three months in this capacity, the

court commits the guardianship of the minor to the public guardian, 6 The
latter' s records appear with those of other guardians.

The early probate judge, 1823 to 1837, and the probate justice, 1837

to 1849, each performed the ministerial function of the probate clerk,'''

With the creation of the county court in 1849, \intil the present, the

county clerk has served as ex-officio probate clerk,

8

The clerk is required to attend the sessions of court, issue all

process, preserve all the files and papers thereof, make, keep, and pre-

serve complete records of all the proceedings and determinations, do and

perform all other duties pertaining to his office as required by law or

the rules and orders of his court, and enter of record all judgments,

decrees, and orders of the court ,9

1. R.S.1845 , p, 549; 1,1871-72 , p. 89,90,
2. L.1831 . p, 100; L,1835 , p, 36; R,S,1845 , p» 265,266; L, 1873-74 , p. 107;

L,1919, p. 582; L.1931 , p, 618; L,1937 , p. 660,

3. L, 1871-72 , p, 469; L.1877 , p, 114,
4. L,1919 . p. 583; L,1933 , p, 644,

5. L.1871-72 . p, 471; L.1919 , p, 583; L.1929 , p. 506,

6. L,1889 , p. 165.
7. L,1821. p, 119,120; R.L,1829 , p, 215; L,1631 , p. 192; R.S.1845 , p, 427,

428.
8. Constitution of 1848, Art, V, sec, 16,18; L.1849 , p, 63-65; R.S.1874 ,

p. 339,340.
9. L,1877, p. 82.
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of Court

The major records of the prohato court kept "by the clerk are the

following:

1, Journal of all judicial proceedings and determinations

of the judge.

2, A judgment docket with a direct and an Indirect index;

fonner, hy name of claimant against estate; latter, by

estate. In practice, the requirement of two indexes

often leads to two dockets,

3, Books for recordation of bonds and letters of adminis-

trators, executors, guardians, and conservators; ap-

praisement and sale bills; widows' relinquishment and

selection of property; wills and the probate thereof;

annual and final reports of administrators, executors,

guardians, and conservators. Generally, each category

of these probate business matters is recorded separate-

ly, but the segregation is not always carefully main-

tained,

4, Separate dockets of unsettled estates and claims against

estates, and a ledger of the accounts of executors, ad-

ministrators, and guardians. Note that the dockets of

probate business matters are separated from dockets of

court proceedings, just as are the books of recordation

of the two categories; the intention of the law to make

this distinction is further shown in its granting the

clerk, during vacation of the co\irt, power to receive

petitions, accept bonds, grant letters testamentary, etc,

5, Files of original documents not subject to recordation;

indexes to such; records of office transactions in pur-

suance of the court's orders to the clerk, necessary in

the latter' s settlement with that body.l

Proceedings of Court
(See also entry 65D1)

138, PROBATE FILES, 1824--. 387 f.b.
Documents in proceedings in probate court including petitions, oaths, bonds,

and letters of executor, administrator, guardian, and conservator, inven-

tories, claims against estates, publication notices, adjustments, assign-

ments, releases of assignments, final reports of estate settlements, and

report of inheritance tax appraiser. Also contains Estate Administration,

1824-1919, entry 143; Guardianship Files, 1824-95, entry 155; and (Closed)

Conservatorship (Files), 1824-94, entry 158. Arr, by case no. 10 x 5 x 14,

Co, clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

1, L,1821 . p. 119,120; R.L,1829 , p, 215,231; R.L.1857 , p. 429; R,S.1845 ,

p, 427,428; L.1851 , p. 193; L.1859
, p. 92-94; R,S.1874 , p, 260-65;

L.1877 , p. 63; L.1933, p. 293.
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of Court

139, INDEX TO PROBATE FILES, 1824--. 1 v.

Index to Prolsate Files, entry 138, showing names of estates and adminis-

trator or executor, and document and file numbers, Arr, alph, by name of

estate, Hdw, under pr. hdgs, and typed under pr. hdgs. 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3,

Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

140. PROBATE RECORD, 1824--, 53 v. (A, B, B-G, 1824-70; P^, 1894-95;

A-I, K-Z, 26-44, 1863—),
Record of probate cases and certain types of cases in county court, showing

title of cause, names of parties, date auid kind of action, and proceedings

and orders of tho court. Contains:

A, County court records:

1, Record of adoptions, 1868-71,

2, Record of copartnership proceedings,
B, Probate court records:

1, Insolvency Record, 1824-75, 1908—, entry 142,

2, Administrators' Record, 1824-34, entry 145, including

Rocord of Administrators de Bonis Non, entry 149; Ad-

ministrators' with Will Annexed Rocord, entry 150;

Administrators' de Bonis Non with Will Annexed Record,

entry 151; and Administrators' Miscellaneous Record,

entry 152,

3, Administrators' and Executors' Accounts, 1824-26, en-

try 174,

4, Conservators' Report Record, 1824-70, entry 176.

C, Drainage Commissioners' Records:

1, Indian Creek Drainage District Record Cass and Morgan

Counties, 1910-26, entry 316.

2. Coon Run Drainage" and Levee District, 1899-1927, entry

317,
Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate, 1824-1907, hdw,; 1908—,
typed, 600 p. 18 x 12 x 2|, Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

141. RECORD OF PROBATE OF WILLS, 1899—, 5 v, (A-E)

.

Record of wills probated, showing names of deceased and heirs, copy and

proof of will, proof of death, names of witnesses, application for per-

mission to probate will, date of hearing, name of executor, proceedings

on petition, and orders of court, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of

deceased, Hdw, on pr, fm. 544 p. 18 x 12 x 2^. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

142, INSOLVENCY RECORD, 1876-1907, 1 v, 1824-75, 1908— in Probate

Record, entry 140B1,
Proceedings and court orders in settlement of insolvent estates, showing

term date, names of estate amd administrator, reports of financial status

of the estate, orders of the court, and signature of the judge, sworn

certificate of administrator, date of filing for record, and signature of

county clerk, Arr, alph, by name of estate. No index, Hdw, on pr, fm,

300 p, 18 X 12 X 1^, Co, clk,»s vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Business

Probate Business-

General Administration Pa-
pers (See also entry 65D2)

143. ESTATE ADMINISTRATION, 1920--, 78 f.b, 1824-1919 in Probate
Files, entry 138

•

Estate papers including current reports of administrators, executors,
guardians, and conservators, inventories, proof of heirship, adjustments-,
and last wills and testaments. Arr# alph. by name of estate. No index.
Hdw, 6 X 5 X 10. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Wills, Bonds, and Let*-

iers (See also entry 65D3)

144. WILL RECORD, 1824—, 17 v. (A, A2, B-P).
Record of -wills, -wriLth docket entries, showing names of judge, sheriff,
olerk of court, deceased, and heirs, consent to probate by heirs, state-
ment of witnesses of proof of -will, copy of last vrill and testament,
and dates. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by nr<.me of testator, 1824-65,
hdw,; 1866-73, hdw, on pr. fm,; 1874—, typed. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 2-|-.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

145. ADMINISTRATORS' RECORD, 1835—. 19 v. (3 not lettered, A-C,
A-M). Title varies-; Letters and Bonds of Administrators.
1824-34 in Probate Record, entry 140B2#

Record of petitions, bonds, oaths, and letters of administration, showing
dates, names of estate, administrator, petitioners, witnesses, sureties,

judge, and clerk, amount and condition of bond, and copy of letters. Al-
so con-tains Record of Administrators de Bonis Non, 1835-83, entry 149;
Administrators' With Will Annexed Record, 1835-83, entry 150; Administra-
tors' de Bonis Non With Will Annexed Record, 1835-83, entry 151; and
Administrators' Miscellaneous Record, 1835-83, entry 152, Arr. chron*
Indexed alph. by name of estate, Hdw. on pr. fm, 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3,

Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

146. ADDITIONAL BOND RECORD SALE OF REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY,
1874—. 2 V. (A,B). 1824-73 in Administrators' Bond Record,
entry 148,

Record of additional bond of administrator for collection of debts and
sale of real and personal property, sho-wing names of estate, sureties,
and administrator, date, amount, and condition of bond, date of filing,
and signature of clerk, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of principal,
Hdw, on pr, fm. 400 p, 16 x 10 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

147. ADMINISTRATORS' BONDS (Miscellaneous), 1878—. 4 v. (B-E),
Record of administrators' miscellaneous bonds, showing names of os-bato,

administrator, and sureties, amount, date, and conditions of bond, dato
of filing, and signature of clerk. Also contains AtJministrators' Bond
Record, entry 148. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of administrator.
Hdw. on pr, fm, 400 p. 16 x 10 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.
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Probate Business

148. AIMINISTRATORS' BOITD RECORD, 1824-77, 1894 14 v. (1 not
lettered, B, 4 not lettered, 1824-77; A, E-K, 1894—). 1878—
also in Administrators' Bonds (Miscellaneous), entry 147.

Record of bonds of administrator, showing names of estate, administrator,
and sureties, amount, date, and conditions of bond, date of .filing, and
signature of county clerk. Also contains Additional Bond Record Sale of

Real Estate and Personal Property, 1324-73, entry 146. Arr. chron. Ho

index. Hdw. on pr. fm, 400 p. 16 x 10 x 2.

149. RECORD OF AailNI STRATORS DE BONIS NOU, 1896—. 1 v. (C).

1824-34 in Probate Record, entry 140B2; 1835-83 in Adminis-
trators' Record, entry 145; 1884-95 in Administrators' Mis-

cellaneous Record, entry 152.

Record of petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters of administrators de

bonis non, showing dates, names of estate, administrator, witnesses,
sureties, judge, and. clerk, date, amount, and. conditions. of bond,

oath of office, copies. of letters, and. attestation of clerk. Arr,

chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate, Hdw, on pr. fm. 300 p»

18 X 12 X 1^. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

150. ADMINISTRATORS' WITH WILL AlWEXED RECORD, 1908—. 2 v, (C, D).

1824-34 in Probate Record, entry 140B2; 1835-83 in Administrators'

Record, entry 145; 1884-1907 in Administrators' Miscellaneous

Record, entry 152.

Record of petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters of administrators with will

annexed, showing names of estate, adninistrator, . witnesses, sureties,

judge, and clerk, date, amount,. and condition of bond, dates of. petition,
letters, and will, and copy of will. Arr. chrbn. Indexed alph, by

name of estate. Hdw. on pr, fm, 300 p, 18 x 12 x 1^. Co. elk. 's 1st fl.

151. ADMINISTRATORS' DE BONIS NON WITH WILL ANNEXED RECORD, 1911—.
1 V, (C), 1824-34 in Probate Record, entry 140B2; 1835-83 in

Administrators' Record, entry 145; 1884-1910 in Administrators'

Miscellaneous Record, entry 152.

Record of petitions, bonds, and letters of administrators de bonis non

with will annexed, showing names of estate, administrator, witnesses,

sureties, judge, and clerk, date, amount, and. terms of bond, datgs of

petition, letters, aaad will, path of office, and copy of will, Arr.

chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate. Hdw, on pr. fm. 300 p.

18 X 12 X 1^. Co. elk. 's vlt,, 1st fl,

152. ADMINISTRATORS' MISCELLANEOUS RECORD, 1884-1910, 1 v. 1824-34

in Probate Record, entry 140B2; 1835-83 in Administrators' Rec-

ord, entry 145,

Record of petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters of administrators with

will annexed, de bonis non, and de bonis non with will annexed, showing

npjnes of estate, administrator, witnesses, sureties, judge, and clerk,

date, amount, and conditions of bond, dates of petition and letters, and
oath of office. Subsequent to 1895, 1907, and 1910, respectively, kept

as Record of Administrators de Bonis Npn, entry 149; Administrators' With
Will Annexed Record, entry 150; a:id Administrators' de Bonis Non With Will
Annexed Record, entry 151, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of estate.

Hdw, on pr. fm. 300 p. 18 x 12 x 1§, Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.
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Probate Business

153, EXECUTORS' RECORD, 1863—. 10 v. (A-J). 1827-62 in Administra-

tors' and Executors' Accoiints, entry 174,

Record of petitions, oaths, bonds, letters of executor, showing names of

estate, executor, witnesses, sureties, appraiser, judge, and clerk, date,

amount, and conditions of bond, term date, value of estate, and dates of

petition, oath, and letters; also contains records of warrants to ap-

praiser and proof of death, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 550 p, 18 x 12 x 2-|, Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

154, ORIGINAL EXECUTORS' BOND, 1863—, 3 v, (A-C),
Record of bonds, letters testamentary, and appointments of executors,

showing names of estate, principal, and surety, date, terms, and amount of

bond, dates of letters, appointment of appraiser, and appraiser's estimate,

Arr, chron. No index, Hdw. on pr, fm. 570 p. 16 x 10 x 3, V, A, 1863-

80, strm,, bsmt,; v, B, C, 1881— , co, clk,'s vlt., 1st fl,

155, GUARDIANSHIP FILES, 1896—. 91 f,b, (17 not lettered, A-Z with

repetitions), 1824-95 in Probate Files, entry 138,

Piles of estates in guardianship, including petitions, inventories, ap-
praisements, accounts, reports, and settlements, Arr, alph. by name of

waxd. No index, 10 x 5 x 14, Co, clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

156, GUARDIAI>IS' RECORD, 1827—. 14 v. (2 not lettered, A-D, A, B,

B-G), Title varies: Guardians' Accounts and Order Book,

Record of petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters of guardians, showing date,

names of ward, guardian, petitioners, witnesses to oath, sureties, and

judge, amount and terms of bond, and affidavits of moral character. Also
contains Guardians' Bond Record (Original), 1827-36, entry 157, and
Guardians' Settlement Record, 1827-70, entry 175, Arr. chron, 1827-39,

1847-63, indexed alph, by name of guardian; 1840-46, 1864— , indexed alph,

by name of ward, 1827-63, hdw,; 1864— , hdw, on pr, fm, 500 p,
18 I 12 X 3, Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl,

157, GUARDIANS' BOND RECORD (Original), 1837—, 11 v, (3 not labeled,

CI, A, 1 not labeled, C, D, 3 not labeled), 1827-36 in Guardians'

Record, entry 156,
Record of guardians' bonds, showing names of ward, guardiaji, and sureties,
date, amount, and terms of bond, dates of approval by county judge and of

filing, and signatures of clerk and guardian, Arr. chron. No index,

Hdw. on pr, fm, 500 p. 15 x 11 x 2h, Co, clk,'3 vlt,, 1st fl,

158, (Closed) CONSERVATORSHIP (Files), 1895—, 11 f,b, 1824-94 in

Probate Files, entry 138,
Files of closed cases of conservatorship, including petitions, inventories,

appraisements, accounts, reports, settlements, oaths, bonds, and letters,

Arr, by case no, Hdw, on pr, fm, 10 x 5 x 14, Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl,

159, INDEX CLOSED CONSERVATORSHIP, 1895—. 1 v.
Index to (Closed) Conservatorship (Files), entry 158, showing name of estate
and file number, Arr, alph, by name of conservator, Hdw, 100 p,
8 X 6 X ^. Co, clk,'s vlt,, 1st fl.
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Probate Businesff

160. CONSERVATORS' FILES (Active), 1920—. 20 f.b. (A-Z, grouped).

Files of current cases in conservatorship, including letters, claims, in-

ventories, reports, reports of accoxints, bonds, oaths, petitions, and

orders. Arr, alph. by name of estate. No index. Hdw. and typed and

hdw. and typed on pr, fm. 6 x 5 x 10. Co. elk. •& vlt., 1st fl.

161. CONSERVATORS' RECORD, 1878—. 8 v. (A-H). Title varies:

Insanity and Conservators' Record.

Recor'd of petitions, oaths, bonds, and letters of conservators, shcfwing

names of wards, conservators, petitioners, witnesses to oath, sureties on

bond, amount and tenns of bond, court order of appointment, and signature

of clerk. Also contains Insanity Record, 1878-91, entry 101, and Insanity

Record (Trial by Commission), 1878-91, entry 102. Arr. chron. Indexed

alph. by name of estate. Hdw. on pr. fm, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3. Co,

olk.'s- vlto, 1st fl,

162. RECORD OF TESTAlffiNTARY TRUSTEESHIK, 1910. 1 v. Discontinued.

Record of petition for letters, oaths, bonds, and letters of testamentary

trustees, shov/ing names of deceased, petitioners, trustees, amount of

trust and bond, signatures, and dates. Arr, chron. No index, Hdw, on

pr, fm, 200 p, 18 x 12 x 1, Co, clko's vlt,, 1st fl.

For other trustees' records, see entries 191, '.195,

Inventories and Appraisements

163. INVENTORY RECORD, 1880—, 14 v, (K-X), 1824-79 in Inventory,

Appraisement, and Sale Record, entry 167,

Record of inventories of estates in administratorship and executorship,

showing names of estate, administrator, and executor, lists of real

estate, personal property, and notes and accounts, with value, date of

inventory, and certificate of approval, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by

name of estate, 1885-1907, hdw.; 1908—, typed, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3,

Co, elk, 's vlt,, 1st fl,

164. GUARDIANS' IITVENTORY RECORD, 1871—, 2 v. (A/ B). 1824-70 in

Inventory, Appraisement, and Sale Record, entry 167.

Guardians' inventory rocord of real and personal property, showing date,

names of estate, guardian, and minor heirs, itemized list and appraised

value of property, and date and certificate of approval. Also oontaine

Conservators' Inventory Record, 1871-94, entry 165. Arr. chron. In-

dexed alph, by name of minor heir, 1874-1917, hdw, under pr, hdgs,;

1918—, typed, 500 p, 18 x 12 x 2^, Co, clk,»s vlt,, 1st fl.
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Business

165, CONSERVATORS' INVEOTORY RECORD, 1921—. 1 v. (B). 1824-70 in

Inventory, Appraisement, and Sale Record, entry 167; 1871-94 in

Guardians' Inventory Record, entry 164; 1895-1920 in Conserva^
tors' Inventory and Report Record, entry 166.

Copies of conservators' inventories, showing names of ward, conservator,

judge, and clerk, description of real estate suid personal property,
probable sale and rental values, amounts of annuities and credits, names
of debtors, dates of interest, status of account, total value of estate,

dates of acknowledgment, approval, and filing, and signatiores of clerk

and conservator, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of weird. Hdw. on
pr, fm. 450 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

166, CONSERVAIORS' INVENTORY AND REPORT RECORD, 1895-1920. 1 v.

Record of conservators' inventories and reports, showing names of ward,

conservator, judge, and clerk, description of real estate and personal
property, estimated cash and rental value, amount of cash on hand,

annuities and credits, names of debtors, status of account, items of

Receipts and disbursements, total amoTont of each, balance in estate,

dates of acknowledgment, approval, and filing, and signatures of con-

servator and clerk. Subsequent to 1930 and 1906 respectively, kept as.

Conservators' Inventory Record, entry 165 and Conservators' Report Rec-

ord, entry 176, Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of ward. Typed on

pr, fm. 300 p. 18 x 12 x 1, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

167, INVENTORY, APPRAISEMENT, AND SALE RECORD, 1824-79. 11 v.

(4 not lettered, A-G).
Record of inventories, appraisements, and sale bills, showing names of

estate, executor, administrator, guardian, conservator, piirchaser, and

appraisers, value of real and personal property, dates of inventory,

appraisal, and sale, itemized list of real and personal property, value,

and amount of sale. Subsequently kept as Inventory Record, entry 163;

G\iardians' Inventory Record, entry 164, including Conservators' Inventory

Record, entry 165; Appraisement Record, entry 168; Public Sale Record,

entry 170; and Sale Record Private, entry 171, Arr. chron. Indexed alph,

by name of estate, Hdw. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

168, APPRAISMENT RECORD, 1880—. 11 v. (K-U). 1824-79 in Inventory,
Appraisement, and Sale Record, entry 167.

Appraisement record, showing date, names of estate, judge, and clerk,

warrant to appraiser, oath of appraiser, appraiser's estimate of the

amount of the widow's award, appraisement bill, and list of articles with
value, total value, appraiser's signature, and filing date. Arr. chron.

Indexed alph, by name of estate. 1880-1911, hdw.; 1895—, hdw. on pr,

fm. 600 p, 18 X 12 X 2, Strm. , bsmt.

Widows' Relinquishment
and Selection

169, WIDOWS' RELINQUISHlffiNT AND SELECTION RECORD, 1874--. 5 v, (Ar-E)

,

Record of widows' relinquishments and selections, shov/ing names of estate,

widow, appraiser, executor or administrator, judge, and clerk, dates,

itemized list and value of articles selected, and oath of appraiser, Arr,

chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate. Hdw. on pr. fm. 300 p,
18 X 12 X 1, Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Petitions, Degrees ^

Reports of Sale

170. RTBLIC SALE REG CRD, 1878—, 3 v. (A-C). Title varies: Sale
Record Personal. 1824-77 in Inventory, Appraisement, and
Sale Record, entry 167.

Record of public sale of personal property of estates, showing petition for

sale, court orders, publication of sale notice, certificate of sale bill,
names of estate, oxeoutor, adninistrator, guardian or conservator, judge,
sheriff, and clerk, date, place, and tine of sale, list of articles sold,

amount of each sale, and dates of filing, approval, and recording. Also
contains Sale Record Private, 1878"82, entry 171. Arr. chron. Indexed
alj^, by name of estate. Hdw. on pr, fta, 582 p. 18 x 12 x 2* Co»
olk.ts vlt,, 1st fl,

171. SALE REC CRD HIIVATE, 1883—. 4 v, (B-E), 1824-77 in Inventory,
Appraisement, and Sale Record, entry 167; 1878-82 in Public Sale
Record, entry 170.

Record of private sale of personal property, showing names of estate, judge,

sheriff, and clerk, petition and court order for sale, place, time and date
of sale, publication notice and sale bill, list and selling price of arti-
cles sold, total amount of sale, and dates of filing, approval, and record-
ing. Arr« chron. Indexed alph» by name of estate. Hdw, on pr« fm«
600 p, 18 X 12 X 3, Co. clk.ts vlt,, 1st fl.

Reports, Current and
Final Accounts'

172. ADimilSTRATCRS ' REPCRT RECCEID, 1880—. 11 v. (K-U). Title
varies; Administrators' Accounts. 1827-79 in Administrators *

and Executors* Accounts, entiy 174.
Record of administrators' reports and accounts, shovring names of estate,

administrator, heirs, and clerk, dato of report, items of oxpondituros,
amounts of receipts and disbursements, recapitulation of accounts, amount
paid to oach hoir, and signatures of administrator, county clerk, and
notary public, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by namo of estate. Typed.
600 p, 18 X 12 X 3. Co, clk,»s vlt., 1st fl,

173. EXECUTCRS' REPCRT RECCKD, 1880—. 11 v. (K-U). Title varies;
Executors* Accounts. 1829-79 in Administrators* and Executors*
Accounts, entry 174.

Record of executors* reports and accounts, showing names of estate,
executor, hoirs, and clerk, date, items of expenditures, amounts of
receipts and disbursements, recapitulation of accounts, and signatures of
executor and county clerk. /a*r, chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate.
Typed. 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3, Co. clk.'s vlt,, 1st fl.
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Business

174. ADMlinSTRA-TOHS' AilD EXECUTORS » ACCOUIITS, 1827-79. 9 v. (Ap-I).

Title varies: Order Eook of Administrators and Executors.

1824-26 in Probate Record, entry 14033.

Record of accounts and final reports of administrators and executors in

settlement of estates, showing names of estate, executor or administrator,

date of report, items and amount of receipts and disbursements, recapitu-

lation of accounts, amount paid each heir, and signatures of administrator

or executor and county clerk. Also contains Executors
'
.Record, 1827-62,

ontiy 153. Subsequent to 1879, kept as Administratprs' Report Record,

entry 172 and Executors' Report Record, entry 173. Arr, chron. Indexed

alph. by name of estate. Hdw. 550 p, 18 x 12 x 2^, Co. elk. 's vlt.,

1st fl,

175. GUARDIANS' SETTLEMENT RECORD, 1871--, 9 v. (E-M). 1827-70 in

Guardians' Record, entry 156.

Record of settlements of estates by guardians, including accounts and re-

ports, showing names of estate, guardian, wards, and derk, dates, amount

of receipts and expenditures, purpose of expenditures, recapitulation of

accoTints, and balance in estate. Also. contains Conservators' Report Rec-

ord, 1871-94, ent]:y 176. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of ward.

1871-1911, hdw.; 1912—, typed. 500 p. 18 x 12 x 2^. Co. clk.'s vlt.,

1st fl,

176. CONSERVATORS' REPORT RECORD, 1907—. 5 v. (B-F). 1824-70 in

Probate Record, entry 140B4; 1871-94 in Guardians' Settlement

Record, entry 175; 1895-1906 in Conservators' Inventory and

Report Record, entry 166.

Record of conservators' reports, showing names of ward and conservator,

items of receipts and disbursements, balance. in estate, and signatures,

of conservator and county clerk. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of

ward. Typed on pr. fm. 300 p. 18 x 12 x 2|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Inheritance Tax (See

also entry 285)

177. IlTKERITAiTCS TAX RECEIPTS, 1899— . 10 f .b.

Inheritance tax receipts, showing date, names of deceased, judge,

witnesses, and appraisers, judge's order, amotmts of appraisement. and

tax, aiid depositions of witnesses and appraisers. Arr. by case no.

For index, see entry 107, Hdw. on pr. fm, 10 x 5 x 14. Co. elk, '

s

vlt., 1st fl.
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Dockets

Dockets

Cotirt Proceedings

178. PR0BAT3 CLAIM DOCKET AND JUDGMENT RSCOED, 1837—. 7 v, (3 not

labeled, A-C, l). Title varies: Protate Claim Docket; Judgment

Docket.
Docket of claims and judgments against estates, showing names of estate and

claimant, nature and amount of claim, amount of judgment, court costs and

attorney's fees, memoranda as to summonses and notices, and date of enter-

ing judgment. Arr. alph. "by name of person against whom claim or judgment

is entered. Indexed alph, l^y name of estate. Kdw. under pr, hdgs.

600 p. 18 X 12 X 3. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

179. JUDGE'S PROBATE DOCKET, 1874--. 24 v. (A-T, 1-4).

Judge's docket of probate cases, showing names of estate, administrator,

widow, and heirs, amoiints of "bond, dates of letters, "bonds, inventories,

and dates of filing of each instrument. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by

name of deceased. Hdw. on pr, fm. 450 p. 18 x 14 x Z^, Co. elk. 's

vlt,, 1st fl.

180. ESTATE DOCKET, 1872—. 5 v. (2 not lettered, A-C).

Estate docket, showing names of estate, executor or administrator, widow,

and heirs, date of settlement, order of court, and record book and page

numbers. Contains Docket of Settlements Due, Guardians, 1872-81, 1914—

,

entry 181 and Docket of Settlements Due, Estates, 1872-92, 1897—, entry

182. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of estate. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

600 p. 18 X 12 X 3. Co. elk, ' s vlt., 1st fl.

181. DOCKET SETTLEMENTS DUE, GUARDIANS, 1882-1913. 1 v. 1872-81,

1914— in Estate Docket, entry 180.

Docket of settlements due from guardians, showing names and addresses of

ward and guardian, age of ward, dates of letters and final report of

guardiaji, notice of report, and approval by probate court. Arr, alph,

by name of ward. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 324 p. 18 x 15 x l-g-,

Co, elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

182. DOCKET OF SETTLEMENTS DUE, ESTATES, 1893-96. 1 v. 1872-92,

1897— in Estate Docket, entry 180.

Docket of settlements due from executors and administrators of estates,

showing names of estate, administrator or executor, address of admin-

istrator or executor, date of letters of administration, notice of re-

port, and approval of annual and final reports by probate court, Arr.

alph, by name of estate. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 518 p,

18 X 15 X l|. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

183. INHERITAiTCE TAX DOCKET, 1899—. 3 v. (1-3).

Docket of inheritance taxes, showing name of estate, heirs and relation-

ship, property exemptions, and amount of tax assessed, Arr, chron. In-

dexed alph. by name of estate. Hdw. and typed. 400 p, 18 x 12 x 2.

Co, elk, 's vlt., 1st fl.
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Receipts and Expenditures

Fee Books

184. ADMINISTRATORS' AM) EXECUTORS' FEE BOOK, 1862—. 16 v. (l-16).

Title varies: Probate Fee Book,

Record of fees in settlement of estate by adiuinistrators or executors,

showing names of estate, administrator or executor, sheriff, appraiser,

printer, reporter, and vdtnesses, list of clerk's and miscellaneous fees

and costs, total, and dates. Also contains Insanity Fee Book, 1862-95,

entry 124; Guardian and Conservators' Fee Book, 1862-95, entry 185; and

Conservators' Fee Books, 1862-95, entry 186. Arr. chron. Indexed alph.

by name of estate. Edv;. under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Co. elk. 's

vlt., 1st fl.

185. GUARDIAN AND CONSERVATORS' FEE BOOK, 1896—. 3 v. (l-S).

Title varies: Guardians' Fee Book. 1862-95 in Administrators'

and Executors' Fee Book, entry 184.

Record of guardian fees received, showing names of estate, v;ard, and

guardian, itemized list of fees and costs, and date of receipt. Also

contains Conservators' Fee Books, 1912—, entry 186. Arr. chron. In-

dexed alph. by name of estate, Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl,

186. CONSERVATORS' FEE BOOKS, 1896-1911. 1 v. 1862-95 in Administra-

tors' and Executors' Fee Book, entry 184; 1912— in Guardian and
Conservators' Fee Book, entry 185.

Record of fees received in sottlomont of estates by conservators, showing

names of ward, consoi^ator, vdtnossos, and attorneys, itemized list of

fees and costs, and dates of receipt and report to county court. Arr.

chron. Indexed alph. by names of conservator and word. Hdw. under pr.

hdgs. 294 p. 18 X 12 X 1-|. Co. clk.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Recoipts and Expenditures

187. (PROBATE CLERK'S CASE BOOK), 1873—. In County Clerk's Cash
Book, entry 136.

Probate clerk's cash book of daily recoipts and expenditures, showing

date, amount, and from whom received, on what account, date, to whom,and
for what paid, vrith number and amount of chock.
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VI. CIRCUIT COURT

The circuit court has original jurisdiction of all causes of law and
equity and acts as a court of appeals in probate matters and causes cog-

nizable by the county court and justices of the peace. •' In addition, it

is one of the courts capable of having naturalization jurisdiction accord-

ing to Federal statutes.

^

Originally, the circuit court was held in Morgan County by justices
of the Supreme Court. ^ Later, provision was made for the appointment, by
both branches of the General Assembly, of separate circuit court judges
to hold office during good behavior.^ An act of 1827 repealed this pro-

vision and provided that circuit courts again be held by Supreme Court

justices.^ In 1835 the judiciary was reorganized, and a circuit judge
was appointed by the General Assembly for the district semring Morgan
County. All of the laws requiring Supreme Court justices to hold circuit
courts were repealed by this legislation.^ The new plan of organization
was in effect for a brief period of six years, for in 1841 additional
associate justices of the Supreme Court were elected by joint ballot of

the General Assembly, vdiich justices, together with the other justices
of the Supreme Court, hold the circuit courts.' In 1849 another change
was made in accordance with the second constitution which provided for

the election of circuit judges by the judicial district electorate."
The Constitution of 1870 altered the circuit districts and ostablishod
population requirements for counties that may comprise a circuit.^
From 1849 to the present the circuit judges have been elected officers
of the iudicial district electorate. The seventh circuit is mado up of

six counties, one of which is Morgan. -^"^

Three circuit judges who servo for six-yoar terms aro olocted for

the district.H Before entering upon the duties of his office, each

1. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec, 12; L. 1871-72 , p. 109j R.S.1874 ,

p. 344; L.1895 , p. 189; L.1933 , p. 688; L. 1935 , p. 1.

2. U.S.S. at Large , v. 2, p. 155; U.S.R.S. 1789-1874 , p. 378-80;

U.S.S. at Large , v. 34, part 1, p. 596, v. 37, port 1, page 737, and
v. 44, part 2, p. 709.

3. Constitution of 1818, Art. IV, sec. 4; L.1819 , p. 378,

4. L.1824 , p» 41.

5. R.L.1827 , p. 118.

6. L.1835 , p. 150, 151.

7. L.1841, p. 173; R.S.1845 , p. 143.

8. Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 7.

9. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 13.

10. L.1935 , p. 436.

11. Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, soc. 12; L.1935 , p. 436.
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circuit judge is required to subscribe to an oath which he files with the

Secretary of State. Those elected after the first Monday of Jxine 1933,

receive a salary of $7,200. The amount of salary to be paid to circuit

court judges elected after the first Monday in June 1939 was set at

$8,000. The salaries are paid fron the state treasury.

^

The hearings of several of the election contests are held before this

court. Jurisdiction is granted to the court to hear, and determine contests

of the election of judges of the supreme court, judges of the circuit court,

and members of the state board of equalization; but no judge of the circuit

court is allowed to sit upon the hearing of any case in which he is a

party,2 The circuit court also hears and detemines the election contests

of some of the local and county offices. These include contests of judge

of the coimty court, mayors of cities, president of the county board,

presidents of villages, and elections in reference to removal of coxonty

seats and in reference to any other subject which may be submitted to the

vote of the people of the co\mty» The circuit court has concurrent

jurisdiction with the coxinty court in cases of contested elections vmder

the latter 's jurisdiction,^

Included under the jurisdiction of the circuit court are appeals

fron the Illinois Commerce Commission's rules, regulations, orders, or

decisions. Such appeals may be taken to the circuit court serving Morgan
County when the subject matter of the hearing is situated in this county.

The appeal may be heard for the purpose of having the reasonableness or

lawfulness of the rule, regulation, order, or decision inquired into and

determined.

4

To expedite the handling of litigation, a branch circuit court may
be held at the sane time that the main or regular circuit court for Morgan
County is in session. A branch court is held by any circuit judge or by
any judge of any other circuit called in for the purpose of hearing and

deciding motions and settling the issues in einy or all causes pending in

the circuit court, and for the purpose of hearing chancery causes and cases

1. L.1935 , p. 621f L.1957 , p. 189,606. In 1835 the salary of the circuit

judge v.'as |750 per annvun ( L.1835 , p. 167), The Constitution of 1870

set the salary at $3,000 until otherwise provided by law (Constitution

of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 16). A few of the recent changes were: from

1919 to 1925, for judges elected during this period, $6,500; for the

period from 1925 to 1933, those elected received $8,000 per year

( L.1919 , p. 553|554; L.1925 , p. 400; L.1931 , p. 148).

2. L.1899 , p. 152.

3. L. 1871-72 , p. 396; L.1895, p. 170.

4. L.1921, p. 742,743.
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at law which are pending in such court for that term. The presiding judge

of the main circuit court assigns to the hranch court as many of the law

and chancery cases as the presiding judge of the "branch court will possi-

bly have time to hear,-'-

Also to aid in the speedy administration of justice, the judges or a

majority of them, may, by an order entered of record in the office of the

clerk of the circuit court, dispense with either or both the grand and

petit juries for any term or part of term of the circuit court, and may

designate what term or portion thereof shall bo devoted to criminal busi-

ness, and what term or portion thereof, to civil business,

2

Each of the three judges of the circuit court is authorized to ap-

point one official shorthand reporter. This appointee is required to be

skilled in verbatim reporting and is not allowed to hold more than one

such official appointment. The appointment is in writing and is required

to be filed in the office of the auditor of public accounts. The reporter

holds office until his appointment is revoked by the appointing judge or

until the termination of the judge's term. When the official reporter is

absent or disabled, the presiding judge may appoint any other competent

reporter to act during such absence or disability. The substitute is paid

for his services by the official reporter. The reporter causes full

stenographic notes of the evidence in all trials before the court to be

taken down and transcript of the same to be correctly made if desired by

either party to the suit, their attorneys, or the judge of the court. Each

of the reporters receives and is paid out of the state treasury an annual

salary of $3,240, The salaries are paid out monthly on the warrant of the

auditor of public accounts,'^

The probation officer for adult probationers is an appointee of the

circuit court ."^ His services extend throughout the county. Courts exer-

cising criminal or quasi-criminal jurisdiction arc given power to release^

on probation adult or juvenile offenders found guilty of committing certain

specified offenses.^ In the performance of his prescribed duties, the pro-

bation officer principally serves the county and circuit courts. He is re-

quired to give bond as determined by the circuit court in a sum not exceed-

ing $5,000 and is subject to the rules of, and removal by, the appointing

court, 6 Morgan County is allowed one probation officer under the allowance

of one for each fifty thousand, or fraction thereof, of population,"

1, L,1873-74 . p. 82,83i L,1905 , p. 146,

2, L,1835
, p, 168; 1,1873-74 , p, 81; L,1933 , p, 441,442,

3, L.1933 , p. 464,
4, L,1911 , p, 280,
5, Ibid., p, 277.

6, Ibid,, p. 280,281; L.1915 , p. 380,381,

7, L.1915, p, 380,
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The probation officer is conipensatcd at a rate determined by the

county board. In the performance of his duties, he is required to

investigate the cases of defendants requesting probation; notify the

court of previous conviction or probation; maJcc reports to the re-

spective courts; keep a set of records as described below; take charge

of, and watch over, all persons placed on probation in his county, and

all probationers moving from another county into his coTinty.l He i^

also required to notify probation officers in other counties of any

probationers under his supervision vrho may move into those counties.

2

The reports made by the probation officer to the courts are kept

by the clerks in the respective cases. The courts' probation records

include orders granting or refusing release on probation, probationers'

bonds, the reports of probation officers noted above, and dischsirge of

probationers..

The probation officer is required to keep complete and accurate

records of investigated cases, including descriptions of the investi-

gated persons, the action of the court, and the subsequent history of
.

probationers. These records are open to inspection by any judge or by

probation officer pursuant to a court order but are not public records.

3

Unlike the judges of the circuit court who are elected by the

judicial district electorate, the clerk of this court is elected by

the county electorate,'^ This official performs the. ministerial duties

of the circuit court of Morgan County and files and preserves its re-

cords as well as those of the branch circuit courts.^ He is commis»«

sioned by the Governor and before entering upon the duties of his of-

fice, gives bond with sureties which are approved by any two of the

judges of the court. His bond is given in the sum of not less than

$5,000 as agreed upon by the judges. The oath to which he subscribes

is filed with the Secretary of State. ^ If a vacancy occurs in this,

office and the unexpired terra does not exceed one year, the court is

required to fill such vacsincy by appointment of a clerk pro tempore.

The appointee is then required to qualify for office in the . same

manner as the clerk of the circuit court. When the appointment is

made, the court notifies the Governor of the filled vacancy. The

Governor in turn, as soon as practicable, issues a writ of election

for circuit court clerk.'

1, L.1911 , p, 281,282; L.1915 . p. 381,382.

2, Ibid. ...
3, L,1911 . p. 277-84; L.1915 , p. 378-84.

4, Constitution of 1848, Art. V. sec. 7; Constitution of 1870, Art. X,

sec. 8. .

5, L.1905 , p. 147.
*

6, R.S.1874 , p. 260.
7, L.1873-74 . p, 95,
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The clerk of the circuit court was first appointed by the circuit

judge in Morgan County.^ He kept a record of all the oaths that he

administered and certified a copy annually to the Secretary of State,

^

The clerk preserved a conplete record of all proceedings and deter-

minations of the court of which he was clerk. ^ At each term of the
.

circuit court, the clerk inquired into the condition of the treatment

of prisoners azid was required to see that they were humanely treated.'*

This authority was in later years, and is at present, delegated to the

circuit court. ^ One of the early requisites of this office was for the

clerk of the circuit court to reside near the county scat in order that

he Qould attend to his duties daily. In the event that it were not

possible for him to "be in daily attendance, the presiding judge was to

fill such vacancy.^ The Constitution of 1848 made the clerk of the

circuit court an elective officer of the county with a four-year term.

This arrangement has continued until the present.

'

The clerk is able to perform the several duties of his office with
.

the aid of his staff which consists of assistants and deputy clerks who

are appointed by him in a ntuaber determined by rule of the circuit court.

8

This order is entered as of record, and the compensation of such assist-

ants and deputies is set by the county board.

^

Among the records kept by the clerk for the circuit court are the

folio v?ing:19

1. Books of record of the proceedings and judgments of the

court with alphabetical indexes by parties. Proceedings

arc recorded at length only in cases designated by law,

or when the court, at the motion and assumption of

expense by one of the parties, so orders. In practice,,

from an early date, the court record has been Itrokcn

down into segregated types of proceedings and judgments.

1. Constitution of 1818, Art, IV, sec. 6; R.L.1835 . p. 152; R.S.1845 ,

. p. 146. . .

2. L.1819 , p. 349.

3. R.L.1829 , p. 44; R.L.1833 . p. 152; R.S.1845 . p. 147.

4^ R.L.1827 . p, 248.

5, R.S.ia74 . p. 615; L. 1923 .. p. 423.

6, R.L.1829
, p. 35.

7, Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 29; Constitution of 1870, Art. X,

sec. 9.

8, L.1831 , p. 49; Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9.

9, Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 9,

10. The Civil Practice Act of 1933 grants authority to the circuit courts,

subject to rules promulgated by the supreme court and not ingonsi stent

with statutory requirements, to make such rules as they may deem

expedient, regulating dockets and calendars of said court ( L.1933 ,

p. 786).
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2, "Plaintiff-Defendant Index to Court Records" and "Defendant-

Plaintiff Index to Court Records," intended to "be separate

records, but frequently comlained in a single volume with the

two indexes segregated in each volume,

3, A general docket in which all suits arc entered in the order

they are commenced,

4, A judgment and execution docket containing a col\Min for the

entry of satisfaction or other disposition. In practice,

an execution docket is frequently set up independently,

5, Additional dockets designated as the clerk's, judge's, and

bar docket. In practice, the "bar docket has tended to drop

out of use,

6, A fee "book in which costs and fees are to "be entered under

the proper title of the case. In practice, separate series

of volumes are maintained under such titles of causes,

7, Transcripts of proceedings in appeals from justices', city,

and foreign courts, dockets thereof, and transcripts of

judgments for liens, etc,, from the former. Separate well-

"bound "books are required to "be kept for each city court.

Those "books are to contain an alpha'betical docket of all

judgment decrees rendered in the city court. They also

provide entry of data relating to the filing of the trans-

cript with the corresponding num"ber of the transcript,!

8, Naturalization proceedings from petitions to final certifi-

cates; Federal statutes allow the circuit court to exercise

jurisdiction,
9, Reports to the court from its designated masters in chancery,

the state's attorney, and the coroner's inquest juries,

10, Jury venires, summonses, certificates, etc,

11, Original documents used in court hearings and determinations.

These documents are of particular importance "because in a

large num"ber of cases the complete proceedings are not spread

on court record,
12, Monthly reports of the warden of the county jail, containing

a list of all prisoners in his custody, showing causes of

commitment and names of persons by whom committed, "^^

1, R,S.1874 , p, 347; L,19Q1 , p. 136,137.

2, R.L.1827 , p. 217; R.S.1845 , p, 323-26,414,418,419,518; L.1865 , p, 79,80;

L,1871-72 , p, 325; R.S.1874 , p. 262,263,339,616; L,1877 . p. 77; L,1895 ,

p, 217; L.1933 , p, 442,677; U.S.S. at Large , v. 2, p, 153-55; U.S.R.S .

1789-1874
, p. 378-80; U.S.S. at Large , v. 34, part 1, p, 596-607,709,

710, and v, 45, part 1, p. 1514,1515,
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Procoodings of Court

ProcoGdings of Court

Cgso Papers

188. INDEX TO SUPPLEMENTAL, CHANCERY AND COMION LAW FILES, 1828-87,

1 V.

Supplementary indox to chancery and comnon law filos, made in 1929, show-

ing names of plaintiff and defendant, and file number. Arr, alph, by

namo of plaintiff. Index covers mostly very old files and is called a

supplementary index because it supplements the chancery and common law

indexes nov/- in use in this court. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

Cir. elk. 's annex, 1st fl.

189. COmiON LAW (Files), 1828—. 363 f.b.

Papers in common lavj- cases, including summonses, jury venires, affidavits,

subpoenas, bonds, orders of court, defendant's ans-iTCrs,vn-its of habeas cor-

pus, instructions to jury, stipulations, pleas, replications, motions for

new trials, challenges to the panel of jurors, jury verdicts, and praecipe

for record. File number 292 contains an original promissory note for

$50.00 at 12/J interest, from Stephen A. Douglas, to John T. Jones, school

commissioner and land agent for Morgan County. Arr. by file no. For in-

dex, see entry 190; for additional index, 1828-87, see entry 188.

10 X 4^ X 12. Nature of recording varies. Cir. olk.'s off., 1st fl.

190. INDEX TO COMMON LAW FILES, 1828—. 3 v, (1-3).

Index to Common Law (Files), entry 189, showing names of plaintiff and de-

fendant, and file number. Arr. alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. under

pr. hdgs. 416 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir. clk.«s off., 1st fl.

191. CHANCERY (Files), 1829—. 398 f.b.

Papers in chancery cases, including summonses, citations, petitions, bonds,

affidavits, subpoenas, orders, jury venires, defendant's answers, writs of

habeas corpus, bills of divorce, orders of reversal, instructions to jury,

stipulations, additional counts, declarations, pleas, and decrees. Also

contains Trusteeship, 1829-1902, entry 195. Arr. by file no. For index,

see entry 192; for additional index, 1828-87, see entry 188. Nature of

recording varies. 10 x 4^- x 12. Rec.'s off,, 1st fl.

192. INDEX TO CHANCERY FILES, 1829—. 2 v. (l, 2).

Index to Chancery (Files), entry 191, showing names of plaintiff and de-

fendant, and file number. Also indexes Trusteeship, entry 195. Arr, alph.

by name of plaintiff. Hdw. on pr. fm. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 2§. Rec.'s off,,

1st fl.

193. CRIMINAL FILES, 1828—. 84 f.b.

Papers in criminal cases, including warrants for arrest, complaints before

justice for arrest of defendant, summonses, subpoenas, bills, pleas, writs,

transcripts of evidence, bail bond records, jury venire, indictments, in-

structions to petit jury, jury verdicts, state's attorney's documents per-

taining to each case, and orders of court. Arr. by file no. For index,

see entry 194. Hdw., hdw, on pr, fta., and typed, 10 x 5 x 14, Cir. elk.':

off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - (194-199)
Proceedinrs of Court

194. I1\T5EX TO CRIMINAL FILES, 1828—. 1 v. (l).
Index to Criminal Files, entry 1S3, shovdng name of defendant, cause of
action, and file number. Arr. alph. by name of defendant. Hdw. under
pr. hdgs. 550 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

195. TRUSTEESHIP, 1903—. 11 f.b. 1829-1902 in Chancery (Files),
entry 191.

Papers in trusteeship, including oaths, bonds, and letters of appointment,
licenses to sell real estate, accounts of estates, and reports to court.
Arr. by file no. For index, see entry 192, Hdv^. on pr. fn. 10 x 5 x 14,

Cir, clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For other trusteeship records, sec entrj' 162j for records of trust
funds, see entry 280.

Records

196. INDEX TO COURT RECORDS, 1858—. 6 v. (1-3, plaintiff; 1-3, de-

fendant).
Index to circuit court records, shov;ing names of plaintiff and defendant,
kind of action, term dates, disposition, and book and page of entry in
law, chancery, and criminal records, sheriff's aiid master's certificate
record, fee book, and judgment and execution dockets. Arr. alph. by names
of plaintiff and defendant. Hdv?. under pr. hdgs. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 3,

Cir, clk.'s off., 1st fl.

197. LAW RECORD, 1828--. 31 v, (A-Z, 1-5). Title varies: Circuit
Court Record.

Record of law cases, including default records, shovd.ng case number, names
of plaintiff, defendant, attorneys, vdtnesses, and judge, kind of action,
proceedings and orders of court, and dates. Also contains Chancery Record,
1828-30, entry 198, and Circuit Court Record (Criminal), 1826-70, entry
199, including Indictment Record, entry 203, Arr. chron. 1828-57, index-
ed alph, by names of plaintiff and defendant; for sep. index, 1858--, see
entry 196, 1828-1917, hdw.; 1918—, typed. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Cir, elk.':

off,, 1st fl,

198. CHAITCERY RECOPJ), 1831—. 54 v, (A-Z, 1-28). 1828-30 in Uw Re-

cord, entry 197.

Record of chancery cases, including divorce and default records, showing
date, names of plaintiff and defendant, cause of action, case number, and
proceedings and orders of court. Also contains Real Estate Records, 1870—,
entry 205, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff; for sep, in-
dex, 1858—., soc entry 196, 1831-1916, hdw.; 1917—, typed. 640 p.
18 X 12 X 2|-, Rcc.'s off., 1st fl,

199. CIRCUIT Ca'RT RECORD (Criminal), 1871—. 9 v. (l-9). 1828-70
in Lav; Record, entry 197.

Record of criminal cases in circuit court, shov/ing date, names of plaintiff,
defendant, judge, sheriff, state's attorney, and clerk, term date, cause
of action, and proceedings and orders of court. Also contains Indictment
Record, 1871-90, 1914— , entry 203. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name
of defendant; for sep. index, see entry 196. 1871-1929, hdw.; 1930—

,

typed. 640 p. 18 x 12 x 2^. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - (200-206)
Procoodings of Court

200, EXECUTIONS, 1829— , 42 f.b.

Writs of oxecution on judgments, showing notices and place of posting,

names of plaintiff and defendant, date of issue, kind of writ, amounts of

damages, judgment, interest, costs, and total, and name of person serving
and returning execution. Arr. chron. No index. 1829-51, hdw»; 1852--,

hdw, on pr, fm, 10 x 4 x 14, Rcc.»s off,, 1st fl.

201, RECORD (Executions), 1828-67. 11 v. Missing: 1832-37,
1844-45. Discontinued,

Record of executions on judgments, showing names of attorneys, plaintiff,

defendant, and witnesses, action, date and number of executions, amounts of

judgment and costs, and remarks, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by names of

plaintiff and defendant. Hdw, Binding very poor, writing faded, paper
poor, 360 p. 17 X 11 X 1, Cir, clk,«s off,, 1st fl,

202, DOCKET OF FINES (Record), 1871—. 1 v. (A),

Record of fines assessed in circuit court, showing name of defendant, date
and nature of cliarge, ajaounts of judgment, fine, and costs, sheriff *s return,
date and amount of payment, and fee book and page of entiy, Arr. chron.
Indexed alph. by name of defendant, Hdw, on pr, fm, 476 p, 18 x 12 x 2,

Cir, clk,»s off,, 1st fl,

203, INDICTMENT RECORD, 1891-1913. 1 v. 1828-70 in Law Record, entry
197; 1871-90, 1914— in Circuit Court Record (Criminal), enti*y 199.

Record of indictments and certificates of endorsement, showing names of

plaintiff, defendant, jurors, witnesses, and state's attorney, nature of
case, term of coiort, date of selection and s\TOaring in of grand jury, and
j\iry verdicts. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of defendant. Hdw, under
pr, hdgs. Condition poor. 420 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir, clk,»s off., 1st fl,

204, RECOGNIZAITCE RECCED, 1899-1953. 1 v. Discontinued,
Recognizance record showing court term and date, names of plaintiff, de-
fendant, judge, clork, sheriff, state »s attorney, and sureties, amount and
terms of bend, and orders of court. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name

of defendant. Hdw, on pr, fm, 300 p, 18 x 12 x 1, Cir, ct, rm,, 2nd fl.

For original recognizance bonds, sec entries 232, 248,

205, REAL ESTATE RECORDS, 1859-69, 1 v, 1870— in Chancery Record,

entry 198,
Records of petitions and decrees for separation, partition of property, en-

forcement of liens, and sale of lands for debts, showing names of plaintiff,

defendants judge, and master in chancery, order for sale, amount of sale,

oost of proceedings, and distribution of proceeds to heirs. Arr, chron.

No index. Hdw, 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Cir, clk,«s off., 1st fl.

206, CIAII^IS FCR LIECHAMICS* LIENS, 1892—. 3 f.b. Prior records cannot

be located.

Claims for mechanics' liens, showing file, term, and general nimbers,

names of claimant, owner, and attorney, and filing date. Arr, by file no.

No index. Hdw, on pr, fm. 10 x 5 x 14. Cir. clk,»s off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Com-t - (207-212)
Transcripts; Dockets

307, RECEIPTS FROM PENITENTIARY AND REFORMATORY, 1914^. 1 f.b. (20).

Prior records cannot be located.
Receipts for prisoners delivered to penitentiaries and reformatories, show-

ing names of prisoner, sheriff, institution, and warden of institution, and
dates of receipt, conviction, and sentence. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw.

on pr, fm. 10 x 5 x 12. Rec.^s off., 1st fl.

208. LETTER BOOK (Praecipes for Executions), 1836-40. 2 v. Discon-
tinued.

Circuit clerk's record of praecipes for execution, showing copies of praeci-
pes with signatures of plaintiff, defendant, and attorney. Arr. chron,
1836-39, no index; 1840, indexed alph, by names of plaintiff and defendant.
Hdw. Condition of binding and paper poor, writing faded. 420 p»
12 X 8 X Ij. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Transcripts
(Sgc also entry 122)

209. TRANSCRIPT OF JUDGMENTS FOR EXECUTIONS, 1839~. 18 f.b.

Transcripts of judgments from justice courts, showing names of plaintiff,
defendant, justice of peace, and constable, kind of action, date of sum-
mons, by whom served, plaintiff's and defendant's cost, constable's foes,

remarks, date of filing for record, and signature of clerk. Arr. chron.

No index, Hdw. on pr. fm. 10 x 4g- x 14. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

210. TRANSCRIPT RECORDS JUSTICE OF PEACE, 1841~. 5 v. (Ar-E).

Transcripts of judgnents from justice and foreign courts, showing names of
judge, justice of peace, plaintiff, and defendant, order to serve summons,

date and by whom served, plaintiff's or defendant's cost, constable's fees,

remarks, and date of filing, Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of defend-
ant, Hdw. on pr. fm. 458 p. 18 x 12 x 2^, Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

Dockets

211, GEITERAL DOCKET, 1883--. 6 v. (A^F)

.

General docket of cases in c ircuit covirt, showing names of plaintiff, de-
fendant, and attorneys, term dates, docket and term numbers, cause of
action, proceedings of case, and remarks; also contains docket entries of
naturalization cases. Arr, chron. No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 320 p,
18 X 12 X 2, Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

212. INDEX TO JUDGES' CURRENT DOCKET, 191^—. 51 v.

Index to dockets of pending and disposod-of cases, showing names of plain-
tiff and defendant, and case number, Arr, alph, by name of plaintiff, Hdw.
50 p. 14 x 9 X ^. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Dockets (213-218)

213. COMMON LAW (Dockets), 1912—, 4 v. (1-4). 1830-1911 in Judges'

Docket, entry 217,
Docket of common law cases disposed of, showing date, names of plaintiff,

defendant, and attorneys, case and term numbers, cause of action, order of

court, and record "book and page number, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by

name of plaintiff; for sep, index, see entry 212, Hdw, under pr, hdgs,

716 p, 18 X 12 X 3^. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

For docket entries of ponding cases, sec entry 216,

214. CHANCERY CASES DISPOSED OF - CIRCUIT COURT, 1912--, 5 v. (1-5).

1830-1911 in Judges' Docket, entry 217,
Docket of closed chancery cases, showing date, term and general numbers,

names of plaintiff and defendant, cause of action, date of disposition,

order of court, and record book aind page number, Arr. chron. Indexed
alph, by name of plaintiff; for sep, index, see entry 212, Hdw, and typed

under pr. hdgs, 600 p, 18 x 12 x 3. Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

For docket entires of pending cases, sec entry 216,

215. CRIMIIIAL CASES DISPOSED OF, 1912—. 2 v. (1 not numbered, 2).
1830-1911 in Judges' Docket, entry 217,

Docket of closed criminal cases, showing date, names of plaintiff, defendant,

and attorneys, cause of action, order of court, record book and page number,

Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of defendant; for sop, index, see entry

212. Hdw. under pr. hdgs* 640 p, 18 x 12 x 3. Cir, clk,'s off., 1st fl.

For docket entries of pending cases, see entry 216,

216. JUDGES' DOCKET (Current), 1927-—. 1 v.

Judges' docket of active criminal, common law, and chancery cases, showing

court term and date, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, cause

of action, order of court, and record book and page number. Arr. chron.

For index, see entry 212, Hdw, under pr, hdgs. 450 p . 18 x 12 x 2-g,

Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.

For docket entries of closed cases, see entries 213-215,

217. JUDGES' DOCiOlT, 1830-1911, 130 v.

Judges' docket of criminal, common law, and chancery cases, showing date,

docket number, names of plaintiff, defendant, and attorneys, cause of

action, and order of court. Subsequently kept as Common Law (Dockets),

entry 213; Chancery Cases Disposed Of - Circuit Court, entry 214; and

Criminal Cases Disposed Of, entry 215, Arr. chron, 1830-60, hdw,; 1861-

1911, hdw, \inder pr, hdgs,. 400 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir,, clk,'s annex, 1st fl,

218. INDEX TO JUDGES' DOCKET, 1830-1911. 47 v.

Index to Judges' Docket, entry 217, showing date, term, names of plaintiff

and defendant, case number, and book and page numbers of court records,

Arr. by names of plaintiff and defendant, Hdw, 50 p, 14 x 9 x ^, Cir.

clk.'s annex, 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Dockets (219-225)

219o JUDaiEOT DOCKET, 1829—. 11 v. (A-K) .

Docket of JudgnentG entered, showing tern date, case nTomter, names of

attorneys, plaintiff, and defendant, cause for action, date and anount of

judgment, against vriiom entered, record and fee "book and page, cunount of

costs, and rcnarks, Arr, alph, "by name of person against whom judgnent is

entered. Indexed alph, "by nanc of defendant; for sep. index, 1858—, see

entry 196. 1829-58, hdw.; 1859—, hdw, under pr. hdgs. 636 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

Cir. clk.'s annex, 1st fl.

220. EXECUTION DOCKET, 1829—, 10 v. (ArJ).
Docket of executions issued, showing nanes of plaintiff, defendant, and

officer who delivered execution, execution nunter, dates of execution and

judgnent, anounts of jud^ent and costs, and general renarks. Arr, alph.

"by nane of person against when judgnent is entered. Indexed alph, by

name of plaintiff; for sep. index, 1858— , see entry 196. 1829-58, hdw.;

1859—, hdw, under pr. hdgs. 540 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Cir. clk.'s annex,

1st fl,

221. BAB. DOCKET, 1856-97. 121 v. Discontinued.
Circuit court tar docket, shov/ing case nunber, nanes of plaintiff, de-

fendant, witnesses, and attorneys, kind of action, and date, Arr. chron.

1856-68, hdw.; 1859-97, hdw, on pr. fn. Binding poor, 200 p. 14 x 9 x 1,

Cir, clk.'s annex, 1st fl,

222. INDEX TO BAR DOCKET, 1856-97. 40 v. Discontinued,

Index to Bar Docket, entry 221, showing date and tern, nanes of plaintiff

and defendant, case nuiiher, and "book and psige of entry, Arr. alph, by

nane of plaintiff. Hdw, 60 p, 13| x 8| x |, Cir, clk.'s annex, 1st fl,

223. CIRCUIT CLERK'S DOCKET, 1833-71. 6 v. Discontinued.

Circuit clerk's docket, showing docket nunber, nanes of attorneys, plain-

tiff, and defendant, kind of action, and renarks. Indexed alph, by nanes

of plaintiff and defendant. Arr. chron. Hdw. Binding very poor, 160 p,

1^ X 8| X 1, Cir. clk.'s annex, 1st fl.

224. FEE BILL DOCKET, 1865—. 1 v. Last entry 1933.

Docket of fee bills, showing date, ntinber of fee bill, nanes of plaintiff

and defendant, costs, date of delivery, and renarks. Arr. chron. No index.

Hdw. under pr, hdgs. 260 p. 18 x 12 x 2, Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl,

225. MECHANICS' LIEN DOCKET, 1888—, 1 v. (A).

Docket of nechanics' liens, showing docket nunber, nanes of parties con-

cerned, anount of lien, date of filing lion, legal description of property,

and satisfaction. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by nanes of plaintiff and

defendant. Hdw. on pr, fn, 292 p, 18 x 12 x 2, Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.
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Circuit Court - Fee Books; (22^230)

Reports to Court

Fee Books
(See also entry 248)

226, COmON LAW AlO CRIMIKAL FES BOOK, 1828—. 35 v, (1-30, 33, 35

37, 38, 40). Title varies; Fee Book,

Record of criminal and conunon law fees, including witness fees, showing

names of plaintiff, defendant, judge, sheriff, witnesses, and clerk, and

date of recovery of costs; also recorder's fees. Also contains Chancery

Fee Book, 1828-1910, entry 227. Arr. chron. Indexed alph, "by names of

plaintiff and defendant; for sep. index, 1858—, see entry 196, 1828-64,

hdw.; 1865—, hdw. under pr. hdgs. 580 p. 18 x 12 x 3. V. 1-9, 1828-64,

north stm,, 3rd fl.; v. 10-30, 33, 35, 37, 38, 40, 1865—, cir, clk.'s

off., 1st fl,

227, CHANCERY FEZ BOOK, 1911—. 6 v. {31, 32, 34, 36, 39, 4l). 1828-

1910 in Connon Law and Criminal Fee Book, entry 226.

Record of chancery fees, including witness fees, showing term date, names

of plaintiff and defendant, kind of action, clerk's cost, and statement

of fees of sheriff, attorneys, and witnesses, date and amount of payment,

"by whom received, and remarks. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by name of

plaintiff; for sep. index, see entry 196. Hdw. on pr. fm. 600 p,

18 X 12 X 3, Cir, elk. ' s off., 1st fl.

228, CASH BOOK, 1831—. 30 v. (26 not lettered, A-D). Title varies:

Circuit Clerk's Cash or Fee Book,
Register of fees collected ty circuit clerk, showing date, names of plain-

tiff and defendant, natiire of case, amount of fee, and foe "book and page

numbers. Arr. chron. No index. 1831-1914, hdw.; 1915— , hdw. under pr.

hdgs, 300 p. 16 X 10 X 2, Cir, elk, 's annex, 1st fl.

Reports to Court

229, (CORONER'S INQUESTS AND TRANSCRIPTS), 1850—, 14 f,l3.

Coroner's inquest papers and transcripts, showing name of deceased, cause

and place of death, date and place of inquest, names of witnesses and

jurors, verdict, record of inquisition, and statement of physician, Arr.

chron. No index. Nature of recording varies, 10 x 5 x 14. Rec, ' s off,,

1st fl.

For other records of coroner, see entries 249, 250..

230, STATE'S ATTORNEY REPORT RECORD, 1879— . 2 v. (l, 2).

Record of state's attorney's reports of fees, fines, and forfcitiiros, show-

ing names of state's attorney and defendant, action, amounts of fines, fees,

or forfeitures, and total, oath of state's attorney as to correctness of

report, and receipt of county treasurer. Arr. chron. No index. 1879-1924,

hdw.; 1925—, typed. 482 p. 14 x 9 x 2. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

For case records of state's attorney, see entries 94, 193, 251,
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Circuit Court - Jury Records; (231-235)

Bonds; Protation

Jury Records

(See also entries 1, 4, 19. 65A5, 129, 193, 249, 271, 272)

231, GRAND AiHD PETIT JURORS RECORD, 1872—. 4 v. (1-4).

Register of grand and petit jurors, showing case number, names of plaintiff,

defendant, and jurors, and date and cause of action^ Arr^ chron. No index,

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 478 p. 16 x 11 x 2^. V. 1, 2, 1872-84, north strm,,

3rd fl.; v. 3, 1885-1904, cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.; v, 4, 1905--, cir, ct.

rm, , 2nd f1,

Bonds

(See also entries 126, 189, 191, 195, 248)

232, BONDS (lascellaneous) , 1894— . 4 f.b.

Miscellaneous "bonds including trustees', complainants', receivers', recog-

nizance, and bail bonds, Arr, chron. No index, Hdw, on pr, fm,

10 X 5 X 12, Roc's off,, 1st fl.

233, PEACE BONDS FROM JUSTICE PEACE COURT, 1894~. 1 f.b. Prior

records cannot be located.
Peace bonds from justice of the peace courts, showing names of plaintiff

and defendant, amount and terms of bond, costs, names of sureties and

clerk, and date of filing. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. on pr. fm,

10 X 5 X 12. Rec.'s off., 1st fl.

Probation

Adult

234. PROBATION CASES, 1935— . 1 f.b. Prior records have been destroyed,

Papers pertaining to adult probation cases, showing co^-irt case number, date

of admission to probation, court oi'ders, name, address, habits, and occupa-

tion of probationer, terms of probation, charge, amount of bond, date of re-

port to probation officer, amount of damages to be paid, and report of pro-

bation officers to court, Arr. alph. by name of probationer. No index,

Hdw. and typed on pr, fm, 12 x 14 x 26. Cir, clk,'s off., 1st fl.

Juvenile

235, PRDBATIOII (Cases), 1936~, 1 f.b. Prior records have been des-

troyed.
Papers pertaining to juvenile probation cases, showing name of child, case

number, date admitted to probation, personal, school, and delinquent his-

tory, nature of delinquency, terms of probation, and recommendation to

court for discharge, Arr, alph, by name of child. No index, Hdw, and

typed on pr, fm, 12 x 14 x 26. Old age assistance off,, 2nd fl.
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Circuit Court - Natviralization (236-241)

Naturalization
(For docket entries of Naturalization, see entry 211;
for other Naturalization records, see entries 130-135)

236. GENERAL INDEX TO NATURALIZATION, 1834—. 1 v.

Index to naturalization records, showing name and nationality of applicant,
dates of declaration of intention, petition for citizenship, and final cer-
tificate, and record book and page number. Also contains (index to Natural-
ization Records, County Court), entry 131, Arr, alph, by name of petitioner.
Hdw. vindor pr. hdgs. 600 p. 18 x 12 x 3. Cir. cBc.'s off., 1st fl.

237. NATURALIZATION PAPERS, 1834-1906, 2 f.b. Discontinued.
Naturalization papers, including declarations of intention, petitions, oaths^

and final certificates, Arr. chron. For index, see entry 236. Hdw, and

typed on pr, fm, 10 x 4-|- x 14, Cir, clk,'s off., 1st fl,

238. NATURALIZATION DECLARATION OF INTENTION, 1865—. 4 v, (1, 1-3),
llissingr 1899-1906, Title varies t Record of Declaration of In-
tention; Naturalization Record Intentions,

Copies of declarations of intention, showing name, age, nativity, and ad-
dress of alien, oath of renunciation of allegiance to foreign power, date,
and signatures of alien and clerk, Arr, chron. Indexed alph. by name of

alien; for sep. index, see entry 236, Hdw. on pr, fm, 100 - 580 p,
18 x 12 X 3 - 12 X 9 X 1, Cir, clk.'s off,, 1st fl,

239. NATURALIZATION PETITIONS, 1865—. 4 v. (B, 1-3), Missing: 1895-

1906, Title varies: Petitions and Records for Final Citizenship
Papers; Naturalization Record Final,

Copies of naturalization petitions and final certificates, showing names
of petitioner, witnesses, and judge, oath of renunciation of allegiance to
foreign power, certificate of arrival, oath of allegiance, and certificate
and case numbers. Also contains Naturalization Record (Soldiers' and
Minors'), 1907— , entry 242, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of alien;
for Sep, index, see entry 236, Hdw. on pr. fm. 150 - 200 - 584 p.
18 x 12 X 2-| - 18 X 12 X 1 - 12 X 9 X 1^. Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

240. NATURALIZATION FINAL PAPERS, 1929—, 1 v. (3),

Final certificates of naturalization, showing nvimber of petition, names of

petitioners, orders of court, date of filing, and signature of judge.

Also contains Certificates of Naturalization (Stubs), 1930— , entry 241.

Stubs of certificates are detached and pasted on these bound certificates,
Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of citizeny for sep. index, see entry
236. Hdw, on pr, fm, 100 p, 12 x 9 x 1, Cir. clk.'s off., 1st fl.

241. CERTIFICATES OF NATURALIZATION (Stubs), 1907-29. 7 v, (1-7).
1930— in Naturalization Final Papers, entry 240.

Stubs of final naturalization certificates, showing certificate number,
name and age of alien, declaration of intention number, date of filing
declaration, name of court, date of petition, and signature of certificate
holder. Arr. chron. For index, see entry 236. Hdw. on pr. fm, 10 p.

16 X 10 X ^. Cir. clk.'s off,, 1st fl.
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Sheriff (242)

242. NATUEALIZATION RECOKD (Soldiers' and Minors'), 1865-84. 1 v,

1907— in Naturalization Petitions, entry 239. No naturalization

certificates issued to soldiers and minors by circuit court,

1885-1906.
Copies of minors' and discharged soldiers' petitions, final oaths, and

certificates of naturalization, showing name of court, term date, names

of judge, clerk, and petitioner, date and certificate of arrival, date

of enlistment and discharge from United States Army, final oath of al-

legiance, renunciation of allegiance to foreign powet, oaths of witnesses,

order of court, date of filing for record, and signature of clerk. Arr,

chron. Indexed alph. "by name of alien; for scp. index, see entry 236,

Hdw. on pr. fm. 566 p. 18 x 12 x 2^. Cir. elk. 's off,, 1st fl.

VII. SHERIFF

The sheriff, hy constitutional provision, has "been an elected officer

in Morgan County from the organization of the county in 1823 to the pres-

ent,^ The term of his office, originally set at two years, ^ is now four

years, "^ In 1880 it was provided, hy constitutional amendment, that no

person elected to the office of sheriff should he eligihle for reelection

to that office until four years after the expiration of his term of office.

His "bond in this county is required in the sum of $10,000 and must he ap-

proved hy the county judge, ^ Memoranda of this "bond are entered at large

upon the records of the county court, and the bond is filed in the office

of the county clerk. ^ One or more deputies are appointed hy the sheriff

in accordance with the number allowed by rule of the cifcuit court. Com-

pensation of the deputies is determined by the county board." The sheriff

1. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1848, Art.

VII, sec. 7; Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8; second amendment

November 22, 1880, to the Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8; also

L.1819 , p. 110; R.S.1874
, p. 989.

2. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; Constitution of 1848, Art.

VII, sec. 7.

3. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

4. Ibid., Art. X, sec. 8, as amended November 1880,

5. R.S.1874
, p. 990. Cf. R.L.1827 . p. 371. Prior to the organization

of the county court, the sheriff's bond and securities were approved

by the circuit court.

6. R.S.1845, p, 514; R.S.1874
, p, 989,

7. R.L.1827 . p. 373; R.S.1845
, p. 515; L.1869 . p. 399; Constitution of

1870, Art. X, sec. 9,
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Sheriff (Next entry 243, p. 143)

is warden of the county jail and has custody and regulation of the same

and of all prisoners.^ To assist him in this administration, he appoints

a superintendent of the county jail for whose conduct he is responsible

ajid whom he may remove at pleasure.^

Essentially without change for over one hundred years, the principal

duties of the sheriff are the following:

1. To act as conservator of the peace, with power to arrest

offenders on view.

2. To attend, in person or hy deputy, all courts of record

(city, county, prohate, circuit, and appellate courts) in

his county, and to ohey the orders and directions of the

courts.'^

3. To serve, execute, and return all writs, warrants, process,

orders, and decrees legally directed to him.

4. To sell real or personal property hy virtue of execution, or

other process."
5. To send finger prints of criminals to the State Bureau of

Criminal Identification and Investigation.'

In the course of the sheriff's many detailed duties included in these

"broad provisions, the following records may be kept "but do not appear in

Morgan County:

1. Receipts of delivery of prisoners in changes of venue.

°

2. Copies of reports to the county court and circuit court.

^

3. Reports of pawnbrokers on loans and articles pawned. J- '^

4. Data of identification of criminals and stolen property. -''

1. L.1819 , p. 111,112,160-62,314-17,332.333; L.1821 , p. 37,63,64; R.L.1B27
,

p. 247-50; L.1831
, p. 103,104,106; R.L.1833 , p. 574,575; L.1845 , p. 10,

19; R.S.1845
, p. 133,134,515-17; R.S.1874

, p. 616,989-91; L.1901 . p. 137,

138; L.1923 , p. 423. The citations also include references to duties

not included in the general outline noted above.

2. L.1923 . p. 423.

3. R.L.1827 , p. 372; R.S.1845 , p. 515; R.S.1874, p. 990.

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid.

6. R.L.1827
, p. 334; L. 1838-39 , p. 14-18,20; R.S.1845

, p. 302,306,307;

L. 1871-72 , p. 505; R.S.1874
, p. 622,623,627-29.

7. L.1931 , p. 465.

a. R.S.1874 , p. 1096.

9. Ibid., p. 617; L.1925 , p. 424; L.1933 , p. 678.

10. L.1909 , p. 301.

11. L.1931, p. 465.
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Sheriff - Process; (243-246)
Jail Records; Receipts
and Expenditures

The following records may "be kept and do appear:

!• Register of prisoners.

^

2. "Books of Accounts," including records of fees and dis-
bursement s.^

3. Docket of executions.

Process

243. SHERIFF'S EXECUTION DOCKET, 1887—. 4 v. (H-K).

Sheriff's docket of execution and return, showing case number, dates of

judgment, issuance and return of writ, amounts of damages, costs, and
sheriff's fees, and satisfaction. Arr. by case no. Indexed alph. by
name of defendant. Hdw. on pr. fm, 250 p. 16 x 12 x 2. V. H-J, 1887-

1927, north strm., 3rd fl,; v. K, 1928--, sh.'s off., 1st fl.

244. SHERIFF'S SERVICE RECORD, 1923--. 3 v. (1-3). Prior records
cannot be located.

Sheriff's day book of service and process, showing number of case, page
numbers of court docket and record, title of cause, nature of process,
receiving ajid return datep, upon whom served, and total costs. Arr,

chron. No index. Hdw, on pr. fm. 320 p. 16 x 12 x li. V, 1, 2,

1923-30, north strm., 3rd fl,; v. 3, 1930—, sh.'s off., 1st fl.

Jail Records

245. REGISTER OF PRISONERS, 1906—, 3 v, (l not numbered, 3, 4).

Missing: 1920-25. Prior records cannot be located.

Register of prisoners confined in the county jail, shov/ing nvimber, name,

description, place of birth, and history of prisoner, date of commitment,

by v/hat authority, offense, and date of leaving prison, whether by
escape or discharge, by what authority discharged, and action taken upon
prisoner's escape, Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of prisoner, Hdw,

under pr, hdgs. 296 p. 16 x 12 x 1^. Sh.'s off., 1st fl., co. jail.

Receipts and Expenditures

246, CASH BOOK, 1934— . 1 v. Prior records cannot be located.

Sheriff's cash book with daily record of receipts and disbursements, show-

ing date, name of person paying or receiving, purpose of exchange* and

amount. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. 76 p. 14 x 8 x 1. Sh.'s off.,

1st fl.

1. R.S.1874 , p. 617; L.1923 . p. 424.

2. L. 1871-72. p. 450,451; L, 1875-74 , p. 104,105,
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Coroner (247, 248)

Reports
(See also entry 17)

247. DAILY R2C0HD, 1936—. 1 v. Prior records cannot be located.

LaHs' record of reports to sheriff, showing date, nane, place, nature
of crine or nisdezionnor, and renarks. Arr, chron. Indexed alph. "by

nane of party reported, Edw. 200 p. 12 x 8 x 1, Sh. 's off., 1st fl.,

CO. jail.

Miscellaneous Papers

248. MISCELLAiraOUS PAPERS, 1928—. 8 f.b.

Sheriff's niscellaneous papers, including executions, unserved papers,
certificates of sale, deputies' bonds, insurance policies, foreign ser-

vice papers, jail nittiauses, recognizances, bank statenents, writs,
delinquent lists, execution fee statenents, circuit clerk's reports of
fees, county clerk's reports of fees, state auditor's receipts, con-
nissioners' resolutions, penal vouchers conpleted, and waivers of
publication. Arr. chron. No index. Nature of recording varies.

10| X 4| X 14. Sh. 's off., 1st fl.

VIII. CORONSR

The coroner's office in Morgan County has continued in existence
fron the organization of the county in 1823 to the present. 1 The coro-
ner is elected by the county electorate for a four-year tern. After
certification of his election by the county clerk, filing of his bond,
and taking oath of office, he receives his conaission fron the Governor.

^

The inquest duties of this official have changed little over a period
of nore than a century. The coroner acts as a conservator of the

peace with powers ecjual to those of the sheriff in this respect, and
serves as a ministerial officer of the courts in the absence or dis-

qualification of the sheriff; he also perfoms all the other duties of
the latter when the office is vacant,

3

1. Constitution of 1818, Art. Ill, sec. 11; L.1849 , Second Sess., p. 7;

Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8.

2. The office is constitutional and elective (Constitution of 1870, Art.

X, sec. 8). The tern, fomerly two years (Constitution of 1818, Art.

Ill, sec. 11), is now four years (second onendnent, Noyenber 22,

1880, to Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8).

3. L.1819 , p. 111,160; L.1821 , p. 20-23; L.1825 , p. 63,64; R.L.1827 ,

p, 246-50,372,373,375; R.S.1845 , p. 515,517f. R.S.1874 , p. 281,282.
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Coroner (249)

The most important fimction of the coroner is to hold inqnests over

the todies of persons supposed to have come to their death hy violence,
casualty, or other undue means, ^.en notification of such death is

received, the coroner proceeds to the tody, tal-ies charge of it, and
summons a jury composed of six men from the vicinity in which the tody
was found. The jury is instructed to convene at a stated time and place
to view the tody and to inquire into the cause and manner of the death.

If the inquest is continued and a vacancy should occur on the Jury, the

coroner is allowed to fill such vacancy, '-

To the custody of the clerk of the circuit court are returned the

verdict of the jury, and such recognizances as may te given the coroner
ty witnesses whose testimony Implicates any person as the unlawful
slayer of the deceased.^ In his own office, the coroner files and
preserves the record of such testimony. The coroner also keeps one

record which he originates, the "inquest record." This record recapitu-
lates all the data involved in the entire inquest proced^jre and includes

an inventory and accounting of the personal property and money of the

deceased.^

Deputy coroners appointed ty this official assist him in the per-
formance of the duties of his office. The numter of deputies is set ty

rule of the circuit court, and their compensation is determined ty the

county toard. The tond or securities of these assistants are taken ty
the coroner, and the oath to which each sutscrites is filed in the county
clerk's office,

^

For other coroner's papers, see entry 229,

249, CORONEH'S RECCED, 1859—, 4 v, {A, S not lettered). Missing:
1918-27.

Coroner's record showing name of deceased, date and cause of death,

names of jurors, names, addresses, and occupations of witnesses, verdict

of jury, description of deceased, inventory and disposition of personal

effects, and remarks, Ai'r, chron. Indexed alph, ty name of deceased,

Hdw, on pr. fm. 450 p, 18 x 12 x 2|. V, A, 1869-1901, co. clk.'s off.,

1st fl.; 3 V, not lettered, cor,'s off., cor, 's home, 748 West Douglas

Ave,

1. L,1821
, p, 22-24; P-.S.1345

, p. 517,518; R.S.1874
, p. 282-84; L.1879

,

p. 82; L.1907
. p, 215; L.191S

, p. 403; L.1951 , p. 388.

2. L.1821
, p, 24,25; H.S.1845

, p. 518; R.S.1874
, p, 284,

3. L.1869
, p. 104; R.S.1574

, p, 283; L.1907
, p, 215; L.1919 , p, 293,

4. L.1821
, p. 25,26; R.S.1874

, p. 283.

5. L.1881, p. 63,
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State's Attorney (250)

250. COROHER'S CERTIFICATE OF lEATH, 1933—. 2 f.d.

Coroner's certificates of death, showing name of deceased, date ajid

place of death, personal and statistical particulars, name of informant,

date and place of 'b-urial, name and address of undertaker, coroner's

certification of death, name of registrar, and date of filing, Arr,

chron. No index, Hdw, on pr. fm, 6 x 18 x 24. Cor.'s off., cor.'

a

home, 748 Douglas Ave,
For other death certificates, see entry 39.

IX. STATE'S ATTOEHEY

The functions of the office of state' s attorney in Morgan County

were performed "by a circuit attorney from 1823 to 1827 when ho was re-

placed "by an officer "styled and called state's attorney."! in Morgan

County, as in each of the covmties of the judicial district, this

officer commenced and prosecuted in courts of record all actions in which

the people of the state or county wore concerned, 2 The state' s attorney

was appointed by the Governor until 1835, when he became an official

elected by the General Assembly. This latter provision remained effec-

tive until 1848, when the state's attorney became an elective officer

of the circuit district electorate. At this time his services also

wore expanded to include the newly created county court. Finally, the

present constitution made the office elective in and for each county.

3

Since 1872, bond in the sum of $5,000 has been required.4 From the

creation of this office in the state until the present, the state's

attorney has continued to receive his commission from the Governor for

the temare of his office. 5 In 1827 his appointment was set at a four-

year term, until 1835, when he was elected by the Assembly for a two-

year term. Then, in 1849, the state's attorney's office became elective

by the district electorate for a four-year term, the first term, however,

being only for throe years and ending in 1852.6 in Morgan County the

state's attorney received an annual salary of $4,500, with an additional

$400 paid by the state. Statutory fee rates are allowed him for con-

victions on specified offenses and crimes before justices of the peace,

1, L.1819 . p. 204; L.1B25 , p. 178,179; R.L.1827 , p. 79,80,

2. L.1835 , p. 44; R,S.1845 , p. 76.

3, R.L.1833 , p. 98; L.1835 , p. 44; Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec. 21,

28; Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec. 22; R,S.1874 , p. 172,

4. 1,1871-72 , p. 189.

5. R.L.1833 , p, 98; L.1835 . p. 44; Constitution of 1848, Art. V, sec.

28; Constitution of 1870, Art. VI, sec, 22; R.S.1874 , p. 172,

6, R.L.1827 , p. 79,80; L,1835 , p. 44; Constitution of 1848, Art. V,

sec. 21; Constitution of 1870, Art, VI, sec, 22,
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State's Attorney (Next entry 251, p. 148)

police magistrates, county and circuit courts. Also, rates are established
for preliminary examinations of defendants, for attendance at trials, and

for appeals. These several fees and rates make up a county fund from which
is paid his salary,^

The duties of the state's attoimey are the followingr

1, To commence and prosecute all actions, suits, indictments
and prosecutions, civil or criminal, in any court of record
in his county in which the people of the state or county may
be concerned,

2, To prosecute all forfeited bonds and recognizances and
all actions and proceedings for the recovery of debts,
revenues, moneys, fines, penalties, and forfeitures
accruing to the state or his county, or to any school
district in his county; also to prosecute all suits in

his county against railroads or transportation companies,
which may be prosecuted in the name of the people of the
State of Illinois,

3, To commence and prosecute all actions and proceedings
brought up by any county officer in his official capacity,

4, To defend all actions and proceedings brought against his

county or against any county or state officer, in his
official capacity, in his county,

5, To attend the examination of all persons brought before
any judge on habeas corpus when the prosecution is in

his county,
6, To attend before Justices of the peace and prosecute

charges of felony or misdemeanor for which the offender
is required to be recognized and to appear before a court
of record when it is within his power to do so,

7, To give his opinion, without fee or reward, to any county
officer or justice of the peace in his county upon any
question 'of law relating to any criminal or other matter
in which the people of the state or county may be concerned,

8, To assist the attorney general whenever it may be necessary,
and in cases of appeal or writ of error from his county to
the Supreme Court, to which it is the duty of the attorney
general to attend, he shall, a reasonable time before the
trial of such appeal or writ of error, furnish the attorney
general with a brief showing the nature of the case and the
questions involved,

9, To pay all moneys received by him in trust, without delay,
to the officer who by law is entitled to thoir custody.

1. L.1871-72 , p. 422,- L. 1875-74 , p, 104,105,- L,1909 , p, 231-33; L.1929 ,

p, 474-76; L.1937, p, 607,
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10, To perform such other and further duties as may from time

to time be enjoined upon him by law,

11, To appear in all proceedings by collectors of taxes against

delinquent tax payers for judgment to sell real estate, and

see that all the necessary preliminary steps have been

legally taken to make the judgment legal and binding,!

12, To enforce the collection of all fines, forfeitures and

penalties imposed or incurred in the courts of record in

his county; and to report to the circuit court on the

collection of these moneys ,2

For State's Attorney's Reports to Circuit Court, see entry 230,

251, CASE RICOKD, 1936—. 1 f .b.

State's attorney's records of criminal cases to be tried by court, show-

ing case number, names of defendant, attorney, and court, typo of case,

personal and criminal record of defendant, and date sot for trial, Arr,

alph. by name of defendant. No index, Hdw, and typed on pr, fm,

12 X 14 X 26, State's atty.'s off,, 1st fl.

For prior case papers, see entries 94 and 193,

X, ASSESSOR

The county assessor, with the aid of the county board in Morgan

County, is responsible for the assessment of property upon which the dis-

trict, county, state and other taxes are levied. Principally, these

officers annually revise the assessment of property, correct the same

upon complaint, and quadrennially assess real and personal property,

3

Many statutory provisions have regulated this function in Illinois

counties. Early laws fixed the value of the several categories of real

and personal property, leaving to the assessing officer only limited

discretion,

4

Property assessments in Morgan County were first made by the

county treasurer, an appointee of the county commissioners' court,''

1. R,S,1845
, p. 76; R.S.1874 , p. 172.

2. L.1909 , p. 406; L. 1911-12 , p. 88; L.1929 , p. 475,

3. L. 1871-72 , p. 20-22; L.1879 . p. 243; L.1898 , p, 36,40,42; L.1925 ,

p, 495,496; L.1927 , p. 713-15; L.1928 , Sp. Sess., p. 106.

4. L.1819 , p. 313,319; L.1825 , p. 173; L.1839 , p. 4-6; L.1840 , p. 4;

L.1845 , p. 6.

5. L.1819, p. 315,
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Assessor (252, 253)

From 1825 to 1827, when the sheriff acted as treasurer,^ a county as-

sessor was appointed by the county cownissionGrs ' court. ^ In 1827 the

General Assembly reestablished the office of county treasurer, and the

assessment function was resumed by that officer.^ The treasurer con-

tinued to act in this capacity until 1839 when the legislature provided

for the appointment by the county commissioners' court of a county as-

sessor.^ In 1844 the assessment function reverted to the treasurer and

has continued to be vested in that office ever since^ with the exception
of the yoar 1872, when a special assessor was appointed by the county
board. This appointment was made in accordance with a provision of the

General Assembly to the effect that in counties not under township organ-

ization, the county board should designate somo competent person to act

as assessor until legislation was enacted providing for tho election of

a county assessor, 7 An act of 1873 made the county treasurer ox-officio
assessor.

8

From. 1849 to the present, the assessing officers have received their
assessment lists from, and reported assessments to, the county clerk.^
Every deputy assessor is bonded in the sum of $500. Bond for tho county
assessor is $2,000 or such larger sum as tho county board may determine.^^

For other taxation records, see also entries 20-34, 258-266.

252. (Summ^ary of) TAXABLE PROPERTY, MORGAN COUIITY, 1883--. 3 v.

Sxomnary of all taxable property in Llorgan County, showing namo of township
or city, abstract of all real and personal property and corporation taxes,

and grand total. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 40 p.

18 X 24 X ^. Trcas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

253. (RAILROAD TAX SCEEDULES), 1873--. In (County Clerk's Misccllanoous
Papers), entry 65E.

Schedules of taxable property belonging to railroads, showing date of fil-

ing, legal description of right of vra.y, description and value of railroad
property, including rolling stock and land ovmcd by railroad in oach tov/n-

ship.

1. L.1825 , p. 178.

2. Ibid., p. 173.

3. R.L.1827
, p. 330.

4. L.1839 , p. 4.

5. L.1845 , p. 231,237.
6. L. 1873-74 , p. 74; L.1881, p. 62; L.1898 , p. 36; L.1923 , p. 491.

7. L. 1871-72, p. 20.

8. L. 1873- 74, p. 74.

9. L.1849, p. 121,128; L.1849 , Second Sess., p. 38; L.1853 , p. 14,17,47,
49; L. 1871-72 , p. 19,20,23.

10. L.1898, p. 36,37; L. 1931-32, First Sp. Sess., p. 66.
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Board of Review (254-25?)

254. (TELEPHONE AM) TELEGRAPH SCHEDULES), 1885—. In (County Clerk's

mscellaneous Papers), entry 65E.

Tax schedules of telephone and telegraph companies, showing description

and valuation of taxable property, and date of filing.

255. TELEGRAPH MU) TELEPHOJ^E TAX BOOK, 1924—. 1 v. (3).

Schedule of properties belonging to telegraph and telephone companies in

Llorgan County, showing where taxable, assessed value, value as equalized

by state tax commission, school district number, and distribution of tax.

Arr. chron. No index. Hdvf, under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 18 x 12 x 2. Sh.'s

off., 1st fl.

256. DOG TAG RECORD, 1918—. 1 v. (a). 1869-1917 in Assessor's Book,

entry 22.

Record of dog license tags issued, showing name of township, range niimbcr,

date of delivery to county treasurer, qucjitity of tags, to whom delivered,

and date and numbur of tags returned, Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr.

fm. 160 p. 12 X 18 X 1. Troas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

For rolctcd records, sec entries 282, 283.

257. SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSJIENT' S COPY (Tax List), 1927-34, 38 v. Dis-

continued.
List of taxable real estate, showfjig name of ovmor, legal description, lo-

cation, tax spread, amount of original assessment for year and correction,

and date. Arr. by tv/p. and range no. No index. Hdv^. under pr, hdgs.

218 p, 16 X 18 X l|-. Treas.'s off., 1st fl.

XI. BOARD OF REVIEW

An important aspect of the revenue procedure is the authority for

the review of assessments on property exercised by the board of review.

The duties of this board are essentially to assess, equalize, reviev; or

revise the assessment of property.-'- Early legislation provided for ap-

peals from assessments to the county commissioners' court. The court

v:as empovrered to rovievr raid revise assessments on real and personal pro-

perty.^ In 1849 vdien the county court succeeded the county commissioners'

court in L'orgcji County, it was provided that appeals be made to the nov;

administrative body,^ This provision remained effective until 1870 v.'hon

the ncT consti-tution established the board of county commissioners to

supplcjit the county court as the administrative body

1. L.1898 , p. 46-49; L.1915 , p. 566-70; L.1919 , p. 727; L.1923 , p, 496-

502; L,19oO , Sp, Soss,, p. 86-90; L. 1931-52 , Sp, Scss., p, 70,71,75-

78; L.1955 , p. 1163-66.

2. L.1859, p, 7; L.1845 , p. 8; R.S.1845 , p. 441.

3. L.i849, p. 65.
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Board of Review (258, 259)

in counties not adopting township organization. By subsequent legisla-

tion this board vras constituted a board of review, said, as such, its

duties in regard to assessments were the following:

1. To assess omitted property.
2. To review assessments upon complaint.

3. To hear and determine the application of any

person assessed on property claimed to be ex-

empt from taxation.
4. To ascertain whether the valuation in one

district bore just relation to all the

districts in the county.^

Today, the board of review in Morgan County is required to assess

taxable property omitted from tho regular assessment; to review and cor-

rect assessments on property clcimed to be incorrectly assessed; to in-

crease or reduce tho entire assessment if, in their opinion, it has not

been made upon the proper basis; to hear and determine tho application

of any person assessed on property claimed to be exempt from taxation;

and to correct errors or mistakes, except errors of judgment, as to tho

valuation of any property, any time before judgjnont.'^

For other taxation records, see entries 20-34, 252-257, 261-266,

25e. BOARD OF REVIHV RECORD, 1899—, 1 v.

Record of the proceedings of countj' board of review, showing date, names

of property ovmcr and county board members, orders of tho board relative

to the equalization of taxes, location of property, and assessed value.

Arr. chron. No indox. Hdw. 584 p. 18 x 12 x 2-|, Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st

fl.

259, KINITTES OF BOARD OF REVIEV/, 1899—. 2 v. (l, 2). Title varies:

Record of Board of Reviev/,

Minutes of board of revievf, showing names of mem.bers and county clerk,

date cjid time of meeting, nature of business, action taken, complaint

number, and date of next meeting. Also contains Docket of Cases Board

of Revievf, 1899-1936, entry 260, Arr. chron. No index. Hdv;. under pr.

hdgs, 480 p. 18 X 15 X 2^-. Co. clk.'s annex, 1st fl.

1. Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 6.

2. L. 1871-72 , p. 24,25; L. 1873-74, p. 79. In I-brgan County the county

court performed all the duties set forth in the act of 1872 until

the first board of county conuTtissioners was elected in 1873 ( L. 1871-72,

p. 69; L, 1873-74 , p, 79,80).

3. See footnote 1, p. 150.
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Collector (260)

260. DOCKET OF CASES BOARD OF REVIEW, 1937—. 1 v. (1). 1899-1936

in Minutes of Board of Review, entry 259.

Docket of tax complaints filed with board of review, showing name of owner

or agent, "board of review and complaint numbers, legal description of real

estate or location of personal property, assessor's book reference, date

and time of hearing, assessor's assessment, kind of property, assessor's

valuation, decrease. in vsiluation, if any, class, and remarks, Arr. by

sec,, twp,, and range. No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs. 480 p,
18 X 15 X 2^, Co, clk.'s annex, 1st fl.

XII. COLLECTOR

In Morgan County the sheriff has acted as ex-officio county collector

from 1823 to the present, with the exception of a brief period of four

years, 1839 to 1843, when there existed a separate office of county col-

lector filled by appointment by the county commissioners' court,! in

1853 it was provided that the county clerk deliver the tax books to the

county collector, who upon the settlement of his accounts, was to return

them to the county clerk,2 The provision for the return of the collector's

books to the county clerk was changed in 1872 when the General Assembly
directed the county collector to make an annual sworn statement to the

county clerk, showing the total amount of each kind of tax collected, the

amount received from each district collector, and the amount collected by

himself ,2

The county collector is bonded in an amoxint determined upon by the

county board in addition to that bond required of him as sheriff, '^ Under

statutory provisions, he collects taxes for the state, county, and other gov-

ernmental agencies, and pays to the proper authorities the amount in his

hands payable to them, 5 He also settles annually with the county board.

6

He prepares an annual list of delinquent property and files it with the

coxinty clork;7 advertises his intention of applying for judgment for sale

1, L.1819 , p. 316; L,1821 , p, 100; L,1823 . p, 80; R.L.1827 , p, 370,374;

L.1859 , p, 7; L,1843 , p, 234; L,1853 , p, 99; L. 1871-72 , p. 35.

2, L,1855 , p, 100,105,
3, L, 1871-72 , p. 56,57.
4, Ibid,, p, 36,37; L. 1933-34 , Third Sp. Sess,, p, 225,225,

5, L. 1871-72 . p, 56-59; L.1953 , p. 922; L.1935 , p. 1156,1213; L,1935-36 ,

Fourth Sp. Sess., p, 69,70,
6, L, 1871-72

. p, 55; L.1935 , p. 1155,1156.
7, L,1898 . p. 51; L.1931 , p, 759,
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mcnts

of delinquent lands and lotsjl and is required to attend, in person or
by deputy, all tax sales resulting from this action, 2 The county clerk,

in person or by deputy, is also required to attend all tax sales. ^ At

such sales, the clerk and collector note and make entry of all tax sales

and forfeitures to the state.'*

The records of the collector's office include duplicates of receipts
issued to taxpayers, state auditor's and county clerk's certificates of

the collector's settlement with them, duplicates of the collector's re-

ports, delinquent property records, an.d tax salo and forfeiture records.

^

Per other taxation records, see entries 20-34, 252-260.

Assessments

261, ABSTRACT OP FOOTINGS - COlfflTY PERSONAL - MORGAN COUNTY, 1906--,

5 V,

Abstract of footings of assessment books of personal property, showing
names of assessor, township and .city or village, lino and page numbers,

and niimber tind value of livestock and all other personal property. Arr.

by sec, t\.p., and range. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 118 p.

18 X 20 X 1, 3 v., 1906-18, north strm., 3rd fl,; 2 v., 1919—, treas.'s

vlt., 1st fl.

262, ABSTRACT OF FOOTINGS - PERSONAL - JACKSONVILLE, 1906— . 5 v.

Abstract of footings of assessment book of personal property. of city of

Jacksonville, showing n^jnc of assessor, line and page niimbers, and number

and value of livestock and all other personal property, Arr. alph. by

name of person assessed. No index. Kdv/. under pr. hdgs. 120 p.

18 X 20 X 1. 3 v., 1906-18, north strm., 3rd fl.; 2 v., 1919— , treas.'s

vlt,, 1st fl,

263, ABSTRACT OP FOOTINGS - LANDS, 1907—, 8 v.

Abstract of footings of assessment books of real estate, showing date,

names of township and assessor, page number, number of acres and value

of lands exclusive of improvements, value of improvements, assessed value,

and total, Arr. by sec, twp,, and range. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

120 p, 17 X 14 X 1. 4 v., 1907-26, north strm., 3rd fl.; 4 v., 1927—,
treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

1. L, 1871-72
. p, 44; L.1937 , p. 1010.

2. L. 1871-72 , p. 48; L.1930 . First Sp. Sess., p. 64,

3. L. 1871-72 , p, 48,

4. Ibid.; L.1933 , p. 886.

5. L,1917 , p. 664,665; L.1930 , First Sp. Soss,, p. 61-63,63; L,1935 ,

p. 1149-58,





- 154 -

Treasurer (264-266)

254. ASSTHACT OF FOOTINGS - LOTS, 1911--. 7 v.

Abstract of footings of assessment "books of town lots, showing date,
names of city or village and assessor, page numter, number and value
of lots exclusive of improvements, value of improvements, assessed
value, and total, Arr, ty sec,, twp., and range. No index, Hdw,
under pr. hdgs, 120 p. 17 x 14 x 1, 4 v., 1911-26, north strm., 3rd
fl,; 3 V,, 1927—, treas.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Collections, Settlements
(See also entry 65E)

265. COUNTY COLLECTOR'S SSTTLH-EliT HUCOSI!, 1894--. 10 v.

County collector's settlement record showing itemized statement of amount
of taxes collected, total amount to "be accounted for in each district,
and total amount of tax delinquent, Arr, "by sec,, twp,, and range. No
index. Hdw, under pr. hdgs. 500 p, 16 x 12 x 2|, 7 v., 1894-1929,
north strm,, 3rd fl,; 3 v,, 1930—, sh,'s off,, 1st fl.

Delinquent Tax, Abatement
(See also entry 248)

266. ABATElviENT ESCOHD DELINQUENT LIST HECAPITULATION, 1930--.

1 V, (a). Prior records cannot be located.
Transcripts of delinquent real estate and personal property taxes, show-

ing name of property owner, description of property, valuation, total

amount of taxes, costs, interest, total amount due, date of payment,

amount and by whom paid, and recapitulation; also includes statements
of taxes abated, Arr. chron, and by sec,, twp,, and range. No index,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 250 p, 18 x 18 x l|, Sh.'s off,, 1st fl.

XIII. TREASURER

The first General Assembly created the office of county treasurer
and provided that its incumbent be appointed by the county commissioners'

court, 1 The office was abolished in 1825, the sheriff assuming the

duties of treasurer during the following two years, ^ In 1827 the

legislature reestablished the office, providing that^a treasurer be ap-

pointed annually by the county commissioners' court, "^ From 1837 to the

1. L,1819 , p, 315,
2. L.1825

. p, 178.
3. R,L.ie27, p, 329; R.L.1833. p, 515,516.
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Treasurer (Next entry 267, p. 156)

present, the treasurer has been elected "by the people of the county,

1

and is commissioned "by the Governor for a four-year term, 2 In 1880

the constitution was amended to provide that no treasiirer be eligible

ft)T reelection until four years after the expiration of his term of

office.3 The penal sum of the treasurer's bond and his securities

are determined by the county board. 4 Upon request of the treasurer,

the board designates the bank in which the public funds are to be

deposited.^

In the performance of his duties, the treas-urer receives the

county revenue, has custody of its f-unds, and disburses them in ac-

cordance with orders of the county board or specific authorization

by law.^ He is required to keep books of accoimts of all funds re-

ceived and disbursed by him, to maintain a register of county orders

countersigned and paid, to report annually to the county board on the

financial transactions of his office, and to settle his accounts with

the board semiannually,''' The last two requirements give rise to a

number of segregated records of accounts beyond strict statutory re-

quirements. In addition, reports are made to the treasurer by other

county, district, public, and semipublic authorities in the process

of transacting business with him; and, finally, a large number of

records arise from the requirements for collectors of taxes to settle

their accotmts with the treasurer,

8

1. R.L.1837 , p. 49,274; L,1845 , p, 28; R.S,1845 , p, 137; L,1851 ,

p. 144; Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec. 8,

2. The term was set at four years in 1837 (R.L.1837 , p. 274); it was

later reduced to two years ( L,1845 , p, 28; L.1851 , p. 144).

The office was made constitutional in 1870 without changed of

term (Constitution of 1870, Art. X, sec. 8)o Then in 1880, the

term was lengthened to four years (Constitution of 1870, Art. X,

sec. 8, as amended November, 1880),

3, Constitution of 1870, Art, X, sec. 8, as amended November, 1880.

4, R.L.1827 , p, 329; R.S,1874 , p. 323, The bond is required to be

filed in the office of the county clerk,

5, L.1931-32 , First Sp. Scss,, p. 51,

6. R.S.1874 , p. 323; L,1937
, p. 386,

7, R,S.1874 , p. 323,324.

8. R.L,1827 , p, 330-33; L,1839 , p. 8-10; L,1845 . p. 11; La895 , p. 304;

L,1913 , p. 516; L.1935 , p. 898,
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Treasurer - Receipts (267-270)
and Disbursements

Receipts and Disbursements
(See also entries 3-11)

Registers and
Cash Books

267, REGISTER OF RECEIPTS, 1925—. 1 v. 1892-1924 in Treasurer's
Cash Book, entry 269.

Treasurer's register of receipts and appropriations for county funds,
sho\'ri.ng date, number, from v;hom and amount received, and purpose. Con-
tains allocations to mothers' and blind pension funds to 1935. Arr, chron.
No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs, 316 p, 14 x 8 x 1-|-, Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

For subsequent receipts of blind and mothers' pension funds, see
entry 284,

268. REGISTER OF DISBURSE1.IE1TTS , 1925—, 4 v, (1-4), 1892-1924 in
Treasurer's Cash Book, entry 269,

Register of disbursements from county funds, including those for mothers'
and blind pensions, shov/ing date, name of payee and purpose of payment,
amount, check and warrant nvunbers, and name of fund from which paid. Con-
tains disbursements from blind and mothers' pension funds to 1935, Arr,
chron. No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 321 p, 14 x 18 x 2-g^. Treas,'s
vlt., 1st fl.

For subsequent disbursements from blind and mothers' pension funds,

see entry 284.

269, TREASURER'S CASH BOOK, 1892-1924, 1 v.

Register of receipts and disbursements of county funds, shovdng dates of

receipt and payment, from v/hom received and to v.'hom paid, purpose, amounts,
totals, and balance. Also contains Register of Fees Institute Fund,
1892-1909, entry 279 and Trust Fimd, 1892-1921, entry 280. Subsequently
kept as Register of Receipts, entry 267 and Register of Disbursements,
entry 268, Arr, alph, by title of fund. No index, Hdw, 500 p,
16 X 8 x 2-g-, Treas,'s vlt., 1st fl.

County Orders

270. TREASURER'S RECORD OF COUNTY ORDERS, 1872— . 8 v, (l, 2 not
n\Jmbered, 1-5).

Treasurer's register of county orders, including sparrow bounty certifi-
cates, shov/ing number, amount and purpose of order, name of payee, and
dates of countersigning and cancellation. Also contains Register of Jury
Warrants, 1872-83, entry 271; Treasurer's Accounts, 1872-1901, entry
273; Treasurer's Record of County Highway and State's Attorney's Orders,
1872-1926, entry 274; Register of Tuberculosis Sanatorium Orders, 1910-

26, entry 275; and Register of Mothers' Pension and Blind Pension Orders,
1878-1935, entry 276. Arr, by order no. No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs.
318 p. 18 X 12 X 2. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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and Disbursements

271, REGISTER OF JURY mRRANTS, 1884—. 5 v, (l not numbered, 1-4).
1872-83 in Treasurer's Record of County Orders, entry 270,

Register of circuit court jury orders or -warrants including those of

coroner's and insanity juries, and affidavits of witnesses and stenogra-

phers, showing dato, number, and amount of warrant, to whom paid, and
date of cancellation. Arr, by varrant no. No index. Hdw. under pr.

hdgs. 540 p. 14 X 10 X 2|. Treas.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

272, CORONER'S JURY CERTIFICATES (Canccllad), 1887—. 2 f.b. No
prior records.

Cancelled certificates of coroner's jurors, showing names of juror and
coronor, date, time of service, and amount paid. Arr. chron. No index,

Hdw, on pr, fm. 4 x 4 x 12, Troas.'s vlt,, 1st fl,

273, TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS, 1902—, 1 v, (l), 1872-1901 in Troas*-

urer's Record of County Orders, ontry 270,

Register of orders issued on various funds- including non-high school,

institute, and wolf bounty funds, showing vyiarrant number, date, amount

paid, from what fund, purpose, and signature of recipient. Also con-
tains notations of anticipation \mrrants paid and of payment of fees

to registrars of births and deaths, Arr, alph. by name of account.

No index, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 320 p. 12 x 18 x l-g-. Treas.'s vlt,,

1st fl,

274, TREASURER'S RECORD OF COUNTY EIGHMY AND STATE'S ATTORNEY'S
ORDERS, 1927—, lv,.(l), 1872-1926 in Treasurer's Record
of County Orders, entry 270,

Treasurer's record of county highvay and state's attorney's orders,

showing number of order, to v;hom allowed, amount, and dato of cancel-
lation. Also contains (County Motor Fuel Tax Allotment Record), 1932-

36, entry 281, Arr, by order no. No index, Hdw. on pr, fm, 400 p,

10 X 16 X 2, Treas,'s off,, 1st fl,

275, REGISTER OF TUBERCULOSIS SANATORIUM ORDERS, 1927—, 1 v,

1910-26 in Treasurer's Record of County Orders, ontry 270,

Register of tuberculosis sanatorium orders, shelving number of order,

to whom allovrod, amount, and date of cancollation, Arr, by order no.

No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 318 p. 10 x 14 x 1^. Troas.'s vlt,,

1st fl.

For case records of tuberculosis sanatorium, see entries 332-338.

276, REGISTER OF MOTHERS' PENSION AND BLIND PENSION ORDERS, 1936—,
1 V, (l), 1878-1935 in Treasurer's Record of County Orders,

entry 270,
Register of mothers-' and blind pension orders, shovdng term date, num-

ber of order, amount, to vAiom allowed, by vjhom received, and dato of

cancollation, Arr, chron. No indox. Edxr, under pr. hdgs. 316 p.

10 X 14 X 2. Troas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

For record of mothers' pension cases, see ontry 128.
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Treasurer - Special (277-281)

Accounts

277, REGISTER OF POOR RELIEF ORDERS, 1936—. 1 v. (l). Prior records

cannot "be located.
Register of poor relief orders allowed by county commissioners, shov;ing

name of payee, number and amount of order, and date of cancellation. Arr.

by order no. No index, Hdw« under pr. hdgs. 640 p, 14 x 10 x 3, Treas,'s

vlto, 1st fl,

278, WORK RELIEF FUIID, 1933-34, 1 v. Prior and subsequent records

cannot be located.

Register of warrants drawn on work relief fund, showing nvimber, date, name

of payee, project nwAer, date of countersigning, amount of warrant, and

date of cancellation. Arr,' by warrant no. No index. Hdw, 300 p,

18 X 9 X li". Treas.'s vlt,-, 1st fl.

Special Accounts
(See also entries 3-11)

School (See also

entries 292-294)

279. REGISTER OF FEES INSTITUTE FUNDS, 1910—. 2 v. (B, 6). 1892-

1909 in Treasurer's Cash Book, entry 269.

Register of fees received from registration or renewal of teachers' certifi-

cates for institute fund, showing date, amount, and from whom received,
total, and remarks. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 316 p.

10 X 14 X 2. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Trust (See also
entry 195)

280. TRUST FUND, 1922— . 1 v. (2). 1892-1921 in Treasiirer's Cash

Book, entry 269.

Record of fimds in trust, showing names of heirs, legatees, and trustees,

date, amount, and from whom received, date, amount, and to whom disbursed,

signature of heirs, and name of trust fund. Arr. chron. Indexed alph,

by name of trust fund, Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 296 p, 10 x 12 x 2-^,

Treas,'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Highway

281. (COUNTY MOTOR FUEL TAX ALLOTlffiNT RECORD), 1937—, 1 v. (CH16).

1932-36 in Treasurer's Record of County Highway and State's

Attorney's Orders, entry 274,

Record of receipts and disbursements of motor fuel tax fund, showing to

whom paid or from whom received, nx;imbers of route, section, and receipt

or claim, date and amo\mts of receipt or expenditure, and balance. Arr,

by route and section no. No index, Hdv;, under pr, hdgs, 120 p.

10 X 12 X "I. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Treasurer - Fees (282-285)

Dog License (See also
entry 256)

282, DOG LICENSE FJITO EECOHD, 1882—. 2 v. (1 not n\im"bered, 2).

Record of claims paid from dog license fund for injured stock, showing

numter of sheep killed, date, names of owner, justice of peace, and

appraiser, date of filing certificate, amount of loss, costs, amount and

to whom paid, and signature of treasurer. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw.

under pr. hdgs. 782 p. 14 x 14 x 2^. 1 v. not numbered, 1882-1909,

north strm., 3rd fl,; v. 2, 1910— , treas.'s vlt., 1st fl,

283, SHSZP CLAIMS, 1910— . 2 f.b.

Claims against dog license fund for sheop killed by dogs, showing date,

names of claimant, appraisers, justice of peace, and treasurer, number

of sheep killed or injured, value, costs, witness fees, date filed, and

signature of treasurer. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw, on pr. fm,

10 X 4^ X 14, 1 f.b., 1910-37, north strm., 3rd fl.; 1 f.b., 1938—,
treas.'s vlt,, 1st fl.

Pension (See also
entries 5, 6, 128, 276)

284, EEGISTEP. OF KECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS MOTHER AND BLIND PENSION

FUND, 1936—. 1 V. (1).
Register of receipts and disbursements of mothers' and blind pension

funds, showing date, from whom received, amount, check number, number of

warrants paid, and date of payment. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. on pr,

fm, 482 p. 10 X 16 X 2^, Treas,'s vlt., 1st fl.

For prior register of receipts, see entry 267; for prior register

of disbursements, see entry 268,

Inheritance Tax (See
also entry 177)

285, INHERITANCE TAX RECORD, 1898~, 3 v, (1-3).

Cash account of inheritance taxes, showing names of deceased, heirs or

legatees, date of death, nvimbers of receipt and district, relationship

of heirs, appraised and tax values, tax rate, interest, and total amo\int

collected, Arr. chron. No index. Hdw, under pr, hdgs, 150 p.
12 X 18 X 25. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.

Fees
(See also entries 64, 248)

286. RECORD OF FEES FROM COUNTY OFFICERS, 1894~, 1 v, (1).

County treasurer's record of fees and costs received from county officers,

showing to whom paid, date, by whom paid, amount, title of case, and by

whom received, Arr, alph, by name of officer. No index. Hdw. under pr,

hdgs. 320 p. 18 X 10 X 2i. Treas.'s vlt., 1st fl.
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Superintendent of Schools (287-291)

Maps

287 „ ILLINOIS AND INDIANA, 1921. 1 map.

Colored political map showing names of counties, cities, and tovms, with

population. Author, W. Elliott Judge, Chicago, Illinois: W. Elliott

Judge Association, publisher. Printed. 10 mi, to 1 in,

4 ft, X 5 ft, 6 in. Treas,'s off,, 1st fl,

288, JACKSOITVILLE, ILLINOIS, 1913, 1 map.

Colored political map of Jacksonville showing names of additions and

OTmers, and acreage of land for holdings not sold out in lots; also shows

locations of schools, colleges, hospitals, and cemeteries. Authors,

Csddwell and Nelson Engineering Company. Published in Jacksonville,

Illinois. Engraved, 300 ft. to 1 in. 4 ft. 6 in. x 4 ft. 6 in. Treas.'s

off,, 1st fl,

289, UNITED STATES, TEKRITORIES AND INSULAR POSSESSIONS, AND EXTENT

OF PUBLIC SURVEY, 1912, 1 map.
Colored relief map showing public surveys of original territories pur-

chased by the United States, each named and shown on face of mapo Author,

I. P, Berthrbng. Washington, D. C: Department of Interior, publisher.

Printed, 37 mi. to 1 in. 6 ft. x 8 ft. North strm., 3rd fl,

290, CITY OF JACKSOIWILLE, ILLINOIS, 1910. 1 map.

Colored political map of Jacksonville, showing names of additions and

owners, and acreage of land for holdings not sold out in lots; also shows

locations of schools, colleges, hospitals, and cemeteries. Author, Charles

W. Brown. Published in Jacksonville, Illinois. Engraved. 300 ft. to 1 in.

4 ft. 6 in. X 4 ft, 6 in. Treas.'s off., 1st fl.

291, MORGAIT COUNTY, 1905, 1 map.
Colored political map of Morgan County showing outlines of townships,

school districts, and towns. Engraved, 1 mi, to 1 in, 4 ft, x 4 ft,

Treaso's off., 1st fl.

XIV, SLTERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

The first school official in Morgan County was the county school com-

missioner.! The principal duties of this officer, an appointee of the

county commissioners' court, centered around the sale of school lands. His

reports of these sales were made to the county commissioners' court and

recorded by their clerk in a well-bound book kept for that purpose,2 The

school commissioner also reported to the commissioners' court on his other

1, R.L.1829 , p. 150,151.
2, Ibid., p. 152,153; L.1849, p. 155,155,159,160; L.1851 , p. 130.
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Superintendent of Schools (Next entry 292, p. 162)

transactions in regard to the school fund.l His office became elective in

1841,2 In 1845 the office of co\inty superintendent of schools was created

as an ex-officio office of the county school commissioner,3 For his ex-

officio duties as superintendent of schools, the commissioner received ad-

ditional compensation for the days actually engaged in the performance of

these duties,^ Beginning with the yoar 1847, the school commissioner was

elected for a two-year temio^ In 1865 the office of co\inty superintendent

of schools was ostahlished as an independent office, and had delegated to

it the authority formerly vested in the county school commissioner,^

The superintendent of schools is a statutory office, now elective for

a term of four years.''' The superintendent's office serves as the central

school administrative agency for the county. One or more of the several

congressional townships comprise the several school districts. Within

these administrative units are elected "boards of trustees who have executive

and financial responsihilities which come under the supervision of the coun-

ty superintendent. 8 The hoards of trustees elect their own treasurers who

also act as clerks of the township (or school district) hoards,

^

The superintendent makes quarterly and annual reports to the county

hoard and also reports to the State Superintendent of Puhlic Instruction,

the State Department of Puhlic Health, the state fire marshal and the state

architect. His original duties are the following:

1, To sell township fund lands and issue certificates

of purchase.
2, To examine the complete accounts of every tovmship

treasurer in his county and report irregularities

to the township trustees.

3, To conduct a teachers' institute, hold quarterly

examinations for teachers' certificates, and issue

such,

4, To hold examinations for normal and university

scholarships.

1. L.1831 , p. 175.

2. L,1841 , p. 251,262.
3. L,1845 , p. 54,

4. L.1849 . p. 178; L.1867 , p. 161.

5. L.1847 , p. 120; L.1849 , p. 154,

6. L.1865 ,
c. 112; L, 1871-72 . p. 702; L.1889 , p. 312; L.1909 , p. 343.

7. L. 1871-72
, p. 702; L.1909 , p. 343; L.1915 , p. 628; L,1925 , p, 596.

8. L,1847 , p. 126; L.1909 , p. 350; L.1929 , p. 745,

9. L,1927 , p. 843; L.1929 , p. 745,
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Superintendent of Schools - (292, 293)

AccoTonts of School Funds

5, To visit the puMic schools in the county, observe

methods of instruction, make recommendations to

teachers, and advise school officers; to observe

sanitary and safety conditions, and notify trustees

and state authorities of unsatisfactory conditions;

to inspect plans and specifications, and approve

those meeting state regulations,!

A noteworthy undertaking of the superintendent of schools is the annual

teachers' institute. Pioneer legislation of 1869 provided that the school

directors were to allow school teachers to attend the teachers' institute

in their county without the loss of time or pay, 2 Twenty years later, the

superintendent of schools was required to hold the institute annually, 3 A

fund was set up for this purpose which has continued to ho made up of the

fees received from applicants for teachers' certificates and from teachers'

registrations. Money from the fund is paid out only on the order of the

superintendent to defray the expenses of the annual institute. When the

fund exceeds the annual cost of the institute, the excess may he paid out

for special meetings of teachers.^

Accounts of School Funds

(see also entry 279)

292, EEGISTZR OF FEES, INSTITUTE FIM), 1883— , 2 v. (A, B). Prior

records cannot he located.

Register of fees for teachers' examinations, and for registration and re-

newal of certificates, showing date, amount, name of payor, registration

number, and remarks, Arr. chron. No index, Hdw, under pr. hdgs,

300 p, 16 X 10 X 1-g. Off, of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl.

293, SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT OF CLAIMS FOR STATE AID, 1929—, 1 f ,b.

Prior records cannot be located.

Reports of claims of school districts for state aid, showing school dis-

trict number, amounts of fund, assessed valuation of property, levy,

budget for school year, actual expenditures for educational purposes,

apportionment based on pupils' attendance, eqvialization, quota due, and

claims, clerk's affidavit, and signature of superintendent of schools,

Arr, chron. No index. Hdw, on pr, fm, 16 x 16 x 24, Off, of supt, of

sch,, 2nd fl.

1, R,S.1845 , p, 498,499; L.1847 , p. 122; L.1849 , p. 156; L.1853 , p. 246,

247; L.1855 , p. 66,67; L.1861 . p, 190,191; L.1865 , p, 119,120; L,1909 .

p. 347-50; L.1915 , p. 636-38,

2, L»1869 , p. 594,
3, L,1889 , p. 312,
4, L.1905 , p. 385; L,1931 , p, 876.
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Sale School Lands; School Districts

294. DISTRIBUTIVE FUND ESCORD, 1935—. 1 v. Prior records cannot

"oe located.
Account of distribution of state funds to school district, showing name

of school treasurer, tovmship, range, and district numhers, amount of

current distributive fund, amount allotted to each district, and grand

totals. Arr. "by sec, twp., and range. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs.

300 po 8 X 14 X 1-|. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

Sale of School Lands

295. HECOED OF REPORTS OF SCHOOL LANDS, 1831-55. 1 v. No subse-

quent records; all school lands sold ty 1855.

School commissioners' reports of sale of school lands in each tovmship,

showing petitions and court orders for sale, plats, legal description,

acreage, and sale price of lands. Arr, chron. No index. Hdw. 492 p.

15 X 11 X 2. Co. elk. 's vlt., 1st fl.

School Districts
(See also entry 25)

296. NON-HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT RECORD, 1917—. 1 v. Districts or-

ganized in 1917.

Record of receipts and expenditiires of non-high school districts, showing

date and from whom received, amount and purpose of receipts, and remarks;

date of expenditures, to whom orders issued, for what purpose, order num-

ber, amount due, date of payment, number of pupils and per capita cost,

Arr. by district number. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 18 x

10 X 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

297. MORGAN COUNTY NON-HIGH RECORD, DISTRICT NO. 119, 1917—. 2 v.

Accounts of receipts and expenditures of non-high school district 119,

showing date, amount, from whom and for what received, order number, to

whom and for what disbursed. Also contains Minute Book, 1919— , entry

299. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 300 p. 12 x 18 x 1^.

Workroom of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl,

298. CLAIMS FOR TUITION FROM NON-HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS, 1918—,
1 f.b. (4). Prior records cannot be located.

Claims for tuition from non-high school districts, shoT;ing names of

pupils in non-high school districts, number of pupils attending high

school, district number, how entered, age, years of course, attendance,

and amount of tuition paid. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr, fm,

10 x 5 X 14. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

299. MINUTE BOOK, 1917-18. T v. 1919— in Morgan County Non-High

Record, District No, 119, entry 297.

Minutes of meetings of the non-high school board of education, showing

date and place of meeting, names of members, na,ture of business trans-

acted, and record of vote. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. 50 p. 10 x 8

X i. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.
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Teachers ' Records

300, DISTRICT REPORTS 0? TUITION PUPILS, 1S15. 1 f.h. Discontinued.

District reports on numter of tuition pupils, showing date, name of district

clerk, name, age, and address of pupil, district number, and place and date

of graduation from high school. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm.

6 X 4 X 16. Off. of supt, of sch. , 2nd fl.

Teachers' Records

301. COUl^TT SUPSRINTSNDEMT'S RSGORD, 1873—. 2 v.

Record of applications for teaching positions, showing name, age, and

nativity of applicant, suhjects in which examined, examination grade, kind

of certificate, and remarks. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs,

150 p. 16 X 10 X 1. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

302. TEACHZEIS' PE?J/J^I3NT RSCORD, 1900—. 2 v. Prior records cannot

he located.
Record of teachers registered in Morgan County, showing teacher's name,

address, and date of oirth, date, kind, and number of certificate, number

of years experience, pension compulsory or elective, endorsements, teach-

ing and pension record, and class of certificate. Arr. chron. No index.

Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 400 p. 14 x 12 x 2|. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

303. RECORD OF TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES, 1914—. 1 v. (A). Prior

records cannot be located.
Record of teachers' certificates, showing date and n\amber of registration

or renewal, teacher's naime and address, and number and kind of certificate,

Arr. cliron. No index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 240 p. 18 x 12 x l-g-. Off.

of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl,

304. TEACHERS EMPLOYED, LIST 0? SCHOOL OFFICERS, 1923—. 15 f.b.

Prior records cannot be located.
List of officers and teachers employed, showing date, school, district,

and township numbers, names and addresses of teacher, superintendent of

schools, clerk, treasurer, and trustees or directors, term of school or

office, and amoijnts of salaries. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr. fta,

6 X 4 X 16. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

305. MINUTES OF MORGAi^T COUNTY TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, 1916-18. 1 v.

Prior or subsequent records csinnot be located.

Minutes of proceedings of Iviorgan County teachers' association, also

leaflets and letters regarding Centerville school disaster. Arr. chron.

No index. Hdw. 50 p. 10 x 8 x h. Off. of supt, of sch., 2nd fl.
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Pupil Records; P-eports

Pupil Records
(See also entry 313)

306e EEPORT OF FIIIAL EXJU-IINATION, MORGAN COUNTY, 1895—. 2 v. Title

varies: Record of Exaninations of Applicants from Common School

Course.
Record of exariinations of applicants from common school courses and re-

ports of final exaninations of students, showing name, address, suhjects,

grade, rank, and promotion or failiire. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. on pr,

fn. 226 p. 18 X 12 X 1-|. Off. of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl.

Reports
(See also entry 17)

307. REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES, 1897—. 4 f.b. (6-8, 12).

Township trustees' anniial reports, showing date, names of school, teachers,

and superintendent, district number, numher of students, total attendance
of students, and treasurer's account of receipts and disbursements. Arr.

chron. IIo index. Hdw. under pr. hdgs. 9 x 4 x 16, Off, of supt. of
sch,, 2nd fl,

308. AiJIiUAL REPORT, 1910— , 28 v. Prior Eecords cannot he located.
Annual report of superintendent of schools to state department of educ{>-

tion, showing school census "by township and range, number of hoys and
girls in kindergarten and primary grades, number between six and twenty-
one years of age, outstanding bonds, financial statistics, and amounts
of district educational and loanable fiinds, with certification by county
superintendent of schools. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. under pr. hdgs.
75 p. 18 X 12 X ^. Off. of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl,

309. ILLINOIS STATE TEACHERS' PENSION Al© RSTIRIMEtTT FUITD, 1915~.
1 bdl.

Anniial report of school board to state treasurer, showing names of

teacher and county, district and school numbers, teachers' record of
time and subjects taught, amount of salary, and amount withheld for

pensions. Arr. by school district no. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm,

36 X 8 X 20. Off, of supt, of sch., 2nd fl,

310. ORGAITIZATION OF TOWls'SHEP AND GOiftfUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, 1915—,
1 f,b, (5), Date of last organization 1927,

Reports of organization of township and community high schools, show-

ing dates of election, ballots, and petitions, names and addresses of

mer.bers of board of education, bonds iss^-ied, tax levies, and data of

the organization and continuance of high school. Arr. chron. No index.

Hdw, and typed under pr, hdgs, 2 x 10 x 14. Off. of supt, of sch,, aid fl,

311. ANIsUAL REPORT OF HIGH SCHOOL, 1915—. 1 f.b. Last filing 1935,

Annual financial and statistical reports of high schools, showing name
of hi^ school, district number, and county, city, school, and financial
statistics. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr, fm, 6 x 4 x 16. Off.

of supt, of sch,, 2nd fl.
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Superintendent of Hi^ways (312, 313)

School Treasurers' Bonds

312. TOWSHIP THZASURSaS' BOim, 1912—. 2 f.b. Prior records cannot

"be located.
Original bonds of tomaship school treasurers, showing names of principal,

sureties, and tovmship, amount, date, condition, and obligation of bond,

approval and acceptance by board of trustees, date of filing, and sig-

nature of superintendent of schools. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. on pr.

fm, 4| X 10| X 14. Off. of supt. of sch., 2nd fl.

Miscellaneous Papers

313. NOTES AITD LLTTZRS, 1927—. 9 f.b. (1-9). Last entry 1935.

File of miscellaneous lecttire notes, biographical sketches, teaching

aids, safety tests, office correspondence, students' term reports,

history lessons and tests, education test, and copies of United States
News. Arr. alph, by subject. No index. Nature of recording varies.

10 X 4 X 14. Off. of supt. of sch,, 2nd fl.

XV. SUPSRINTEHDENT OF HIGHWAYS

From 1823 to 1849 the county commissioners' court exercised juris-

diction over roads and bridges in Morgan GoTonty.l The commissioners were

empowered to locate new roads, to alter or vacate old roads, and to ap-
point in each township one freeholder to serve as supervisor of roads in

that township for a term of one year, 2 in 1825, the county commissioners'
court was ordered to divide the county into road districts and to appoint

a supervisor in each district, 3 The construction and maintenance of roads

was effected by means of a labor tax levied on all able-bodied men be-

tween the ages of eighteen and fifty years. It was the supervisors' duty

to sunnon these men for work when road labor was needed.*

From 1849 to 1872, the coxinty court in Morgan County had the control

and supervision of public roads and bridges. The substitution of this ad-

ministrative body for the old cotmty commissioners' court effected no mar-

1. L.1819 , p. 175; R.L.1827 , p. 340.

2. L.1819 , p. 333.

3. L.1825 , p. 130; H.L.1827 , p. 340.

4. L.1819, p. 334.
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Superintendent of Highways (Next entry 314, p. 169)

terial changes in the earlier setup. The system of road districts was re-

tained and the work of superintending road construction and maintenance con-

tinued to iDe vested in district supervisors,

^

In 1872 the county boardS appointed three commissioners of highways

for each road district. These officers hold office until 1873 when an elec-

tion of new officers was held in the districts. The commissioners of high-

ways had the power to enter into contracts and to sue and bo sued in their

own name,3 They were required to establish new roads and to repair, alter,

or vacate old roads and bridges; to collect all fines and commutation
money; to assess and collect poll tax; and to render to the county board an

ajinual account of collections and disbursementsc"^ This system continued in

Morgan County until 1913 when the office of superintendent of highways was

established, 5 The boards of highway commissioners which existed prior to

that date have continued to function, but their powers are principally sub-

ordinated to those of the superintendent of highways,

6

The superintendent is appointed by the co\inty board. The board sub-

mits a list of three to five candidates to the State Department of Public
Works and Buildings, which department examines the candidates to determine
the person best fitted for the office,''' The successful candidate holds
office for six years and is remunerated in a sum fixed by the county board.

The powers and duties of the superintendent of highways come under
the rules and regulations of the Department of Public Works and Buildings,

However, the superintendent is subject, upon hearing, to removal by the

county board and is required to perform such duties as may be prescribed

1, L.1847
, p. 111-13; L.1B49 . p, 65; L.1851 , p, 149.

2, The Constitution of 1870 had provided that in counties not under town-

ship orgainization, the county board should be composed of three com-

missioners who should possess those powers delegated to them by law.

Subsequent legislation vested supervision of highways, roads, and
bridges in the board and intrusted the maintenance and superintendence
of these public facilities to three highway commissioners elected in

each road district for a term of three years (Constitution of 1870,
Art, X, sec. 6; L. 1871-72 . p, 679,680; L. 1375-74 , p, 79).

3, L. 1871-72 . p. 679,680.
4, Ibid,, p. 681-83.
5, L.1913

, p. 524,
6, L.1935

. p, 961,962,
7, Between the years 1913 and 1917 the list of prospective candidates was

required to be submitted to the State Highway Commission, The Depart-
ment of Public Works and Buildings assumed this duty after the abolish-
ment of the State Highway Commtssion in 1917 ( L,1913 , p, 525; L.1917 ,

p. 4,16; L.1955, p, 961),
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fay the chief highwaj' engineer of the state. ^ The superintendent exercises
supervision over district, county, and state-aid roads, and bridges and
culverts in his county.

His principal duties are as follows:
1. To prepare plans, specifications, and estimates

for all bridges to bo built by the county.
2. To supervise the construction and maintenance of

county roads and bridges, and stato-aid roads.

3. To inspect the highways and bridges in each
district of his county at least once a year.

4. To advise and direct the highway conunissioncr in

each district as to the best methods of repair,
maintenrjicc, and improvement of highways and bridges.

5. To approve any purchase in excess of $200 for materia.ls,

machinery, or apparatus to be used in road construction
in uoay district.

2

He is required to keep the following records:
1. Records of contracts, purchases, and expenditures

authorized by himself, the county board, or road
district officer.

2. Maps, plats, blueprints, specifications, etc.,

arising in his supervision of roads and bridges,
or the planning of new construction.

3. Accounts of the funds handled by his office.
4. Reports from other officers or bodies touching

upon the affairs of his office; copies of his
own reports on the administration of his office;

related papers.

3

The superintendent of highways in Morgan County does not keep records
as outlined above; such records arc kept in part by the county clerk and
treasurer. For highway records kept by the county clerk, sec entries 7,

12, 13, 16-18; for records kept by the treasurer, see entries 270t 274,

281.

XVI . SURVEYOR

The office of surveyor was first established in Illinois in 1821
the incumbent having been an appointee of the General Assembly.'* In
vacation, nominations were made by the county commissioners' court to

1, L.1921 . p. 781; L.1933 , p. 960.

2, L.1913 , p, 525,526; L.1921 , p. 782; L.1933 , p. 961,962.
3, Ibid.
4, L.1821, p. 62; R.L.1829, p. 172; R.L.1835 . p, 591.
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Drainage Commissioners (314)

the Governor,! From 1835 to 1936, the county surveyor was an elected
officer of the county electorate, 2 Since September 1936, he has been an
appointee of the county board, 3 His appointment is for a four-year term.
He takes and subscribes to an oath which is filed in the county clerk's
office.

The surveyor is required by law to make all surveys within the bounds
of his county that ho may be called upon to make by the county board or

interested persons. Such surveys include surveys of lands of persons
requesting the same, of additions or subdivisions, and marking of county
lines. Few changes have been made in the original statutory requirements
for the duties of this office. The surveyor may appoint one or more
deputies. Any individual requesting a survey must employ his own chain-
men subject to t)-ie approval of the surveyor.

The surveyor is required by law to keep a well-bound book in which
to record all surveys made by him, giving such information as the names
of the persons whose land is surveyed and descriptive data of the survey.
This record is required to be kept by the surveyor in the recorder's
office. The surveyor also preserves his field notes and retains copies
of plats,

4

314. SURVEYOR'S RECORD, 1875—. 3 v. Prior records cannot be located.
Record of surveys in Morgan County, showing dates of survey and recording,
names of surveyor and recorder, plat, section, township, and range numbers,
principal meridian east or west, and niimber of surveys made and recorded
by surveyor, Arr, by date of survey. Indexed by sec, twp., and range,

Hdw, on pr, fm, 476 p, 18 x 12 x 2. Rec's off., 1st fl.

XVII. DRAINAGE COmilSSIONERS

For the purpose of aiding in public welfare and health, the constitu-

tion has delegated to the General Assembly broad power to provide laws

in regard to drainage,^ By statutory provision, these activities are

exercised by drainage commissioners in districts of Morgan County, The
corporate authorities of tlie drainage districts have power to acquire

1, L,1821 , p, 62j R.L.1829 , p. 172; R.L.1833 , p, 591.

2, L,1855 , p, 166; L.1837 , p, 558,> R.S.1845 , p, 523| R.S.1874 , p. 456,

1050; L.1903 , p, 349,

3, L,1933 , p. 1104 (to be effective in 1936),

4, L.1821 , p. 63,64; R,L.1829 , p. 173; R.L.1835 , p. 591-93,599,600;
L,1845 , p, 201,- R.S.1845 , p. 524; R.S.1874 , p, 1050; L.1885 , p, 248;

1.1915 , p. 575; L.1953 , p, 1104.

5, Constitution of 1870, Art, IV, sec. 31.
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right ff of way, issxie bonds, construct and maintain drains, ditches, and
levees for agricultural, sanitary, or mining purposes, and assess the
benefited property,!

Drainage districts have been organized by land o\vners upon petition
to the Morgan county court » 'When the court found in favor of the pe-
titioners, it entered an order to that effect and appointed three oom-
niissioners to examine and survey the propos-ed lands. "When the com-
missioners completed their assignment they made a final report to the
court vrith. recommendations and the copies of surveys, maps, plats, and
estimates«2 ^he districts are of three kinds: regular, -(vhich is composed
of property lying in a single toavn; union, -where the lands- organized
lie in two towns; special, -where the proposed district lies in three or

more towns in the same or different counties, or in a coun-ty not under
township organization, or partly in a county under township organization,

and partly in a county not under to-^vnship organization,' The drainage
districts in llorgan County arc special and regular.

After the report on a proposed district had been made, the court
completed the organization of the district,^ The corporate powers of

regular districts are vested in three commissioners appointed by the

county court. The corporate authority in special drainage districts is

vested in three elected commissioners of the district.^ in regular
districts the commissioners appoint one of their number to act as

secre-tary. The coun-ty clerk and county treasurer in cases of special

drainage districts are, res-pectively, ex-officio clerk and treasurer of

each district.

6

The following records belong to the drainage commissioners :

1, Record of bonds issued.

2, Assessment books.
3, Petitions of o-ivners of land to stay assessments,

orders of commissioners thereupon, and other pro-
ceedings.

1, First amendment to the constitution, ratified November 29, 1878,

incorporated in the Constitution of 1870, Art, IV, s-ec, 31; L,1879,

p, 120,124-28.
2, L,1871-72, p. 356-59; R,5,1874, p. 429; L,1875, p, 76,77; L.1879,

p, 1S0,124,155; L.1885, p, 95,95,108; L.1907, p, 275; L,1915, p, 261,

3, L,1879, p, 155-5'5TTTr885, p, 93,94, River districts, though not

in this category, may be organized similarly and -with like po-ivel"3-

( L.1835, p. 106)^
4, See footnote 2,

5, L.1879, p, 125,156; L.1885, p, 93,95,113,

6, L,1885, p. 95,104; L.1915, p, 390; L,1919, p, 468; L.1953, p. '506,
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Welfare

4» State auditor's certificates of interest due on bonds,
5, Tax lists showing pro-rata share of levy for bond

interest (imion and special districts only).

6, Copies of reports to county court on conditions of

district and estimated expenditures; and to county
treasurer on delinquent lands; maps and plats,
surveys and estimates; office transactions »!

The first two records are required to be kept in separate books; the
next three generally are known as the "Drainage Record"; and the remain-
ing records are kept desultorily.

The records of the drainage commissionors are located in the county
olerk's vault on the first floor of the courthouse.

For drainage contracts, see entiy 65G.

315. TOTOJ BROOK DR.A.IKA.GE DISTRICT, 1908—. 2 f.b.

Papers of Tovm Brook Drainage District including petitions, appointments

of commissionors, publications of notices, assessments, reports, and

findings and orders of court. Arr, chron. No index. Hdw. and typed.
10 X 5 X 14.

316. IIIDIAN CREEK DRAI1IA.GE DISTRICT RECORD CASS AND MORGAN COUNTIES,

1927—, 1 V, (1). 1910-26 in Probate Record, entry 14X1,
Record of petitions, appointments of commissioners, publications of

notices, and assessments and reports of Indian Creek Drainage District,

shovdng names of commissioners, judge, and clerk, proceedings of court,

and date of recording. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by title of proceed-
ings. Typed. 658 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

317. COON RUN DRAINAGE AND LEVEE DISTRICT, 1928—, 1 v, (A),

1899-1927 in Probate Record, entry 140C2.
Record of petitions, appointments of commissioners, publications of

notices, assessments, and reports of Coon Run Drainage and Levee Districtj
shovdng names of commissioners, location of district, proceedings of

court, and date of recording. Arr. chron. Indexed alph. by title of

proceedings. Typed. 658 p. 18 x 12 x 3.

XVIII. DEPARTLEITT OF PUBLIC I^LFARE

Matters relating to public assistance and welfare in the county are

handled by the department of public welfare, which vas established in

1937 as successor to the covmty commission of public welfare. 2 This

1. L.1879, p. 120-34; L.1885, .p. 78-104,

2. L. 1935-36, First Sp. Sess,, p. 70-73; L«1937, p. 451.
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Depaxtment of Pu'blic Welfare (Next entry 318, p, 173)

department consists of the superintendent of putlic welfare and a staff

selected by him in accordance with, and subject to, the approval of the

State Department of Public Welfare,

The countj-- board submits to the state department a list of five

residents as candidates for the office of superintendent. An eligible
list of these candidates is prepared by the state department by com-
petitive examination and certified to the county board. The board in

turn makes an order appointing one of the eligibles as superintendent
of public welfare.

1

The superintendent is charged with all the executive and administra^
tive duties and responsibilities of the department of public welfare. He

is subject to the rules and regulations of, ajid removal by, the state
agency,

2

This officer has power and it is his duty to;

1, Have charge of, and develop plans for, the adminis-
tration of old age assistance.

2, Investigate and study problems of assistance,
correction, and general welfare within his county,

3, Cooperate with the State Department of Public Welfare
in the operation of welfare plans and policies in

his county.
4, Maintain such records and file such reports with the

State Department of Public Welfare as that department

may require,
5, Serve as agent and executive officer of the State

Department of Public Welfare in the administration of

all forms of public assistance administered by that

department.*^

All the records of the county department are subject to the inspection

and supervision of the agents of this central authority.

The department of public welfare also serves as the county department

for the administration of old age assistance and is subject to the rules

and regulations of the state department,'^ Upon receipt of an application

the department makes an investigation of the case. In the course of the

investigation the department is allowed to hold hearings and compel the

attendance of witnesses and the production of papers and books,^

1, L,1937 . p, 451,452.
2, Ibid,, p. 452.

3, L.1935-56 . First Sp. Sess., p. 72; L.1937 , p. 452.

4, L.1935 . p. 259,260; L. 1935-36 , First Sp. Sess., p. 54,55; L.1937 ,

p, 265.
5, L,193&.36 , First Sp. Sess., p. 57-59; Lcl937, p. 267,268.
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The county department for old age assistance keeps such records and
accovints as are prescribed "by the state department. All applications and
records in these matters are considered public records.^

All records of the department of public welfare are located in the

old age assistance office on the second floor of the courthouse.

318, INDEX (to Old Age Assistance Cases), 1936—. 1 f.b.

Card index to old age assistance cases, showing application and case num-
bers, name and address of applicant, and dates of application and approval.
Arr. alph, by name of applicant. Typed, 4 x 6 x 18,

319. APPLICATIONS, 1936--, 4 f.b.

Applications for old age assistance, showing name, address, and age of

applicant, application n-umber, n^umber of years resident in county, state,

and the United States, marital status, value of property owned, notarized
affidavit, and date of filing. Arr. by application no. For index, see

entry 318. Hdw. and typed on pr. fm. 12 x 14 x 28,

320, CASE RECORDS, 1936--, 4 f.b.

Old age assi tance case papers, including information sheets, narrative
history of case, reports of investigators, and correspondence, Arr. by
case no. For index, see entry 318, Hdw. and typed on pr. fm.

12 X 14 X 26,

321, CASE RECORDS DECEASED, 1936—. 1 f.b.

Case records of recipients of old age assistance now deceased, including
information sheets, case histories, report of investigators, and statement

of decease. Arr. by case no. For index, see entry 318, Hdw, and typed

on pr, fm, 12 x 14 x 26,

322. NEW CASES, 1937—, 2 f.b.

Papers pertaining to old age assistance cases to be investigated, including

information sheets, case histories, and correspondence. Arr, by case no.

For index, sec entry 318. Typed on pr, fm, 12 x 14 x 26.

323. CORRESPONDENCE, 1936—, 1 f,b.

General correspondence to and from state old age assistance office regard-
ing applications, allowances, appeals, and investigations; also instructions
from the State Department of Public Welfare covering old age assistance laws

and regulations, Arr, alph, by name of correspondent. No index, Hdw,

and typed, 12 x 14 x 26,

1, L,1937 , p, 268,269,
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XIX. COUNTY HO!ffi

One phase of pu"blic assistance is administered "by the county home.

All county poorhouses, poor farms, and institutions for the support and

care of indigents in Illinois are known as county homes, 1 County poor-

houses and farms have existed in this state under statutory provisions

for nearly a century. The legislation creating these county establish-

ments for the indigent has changed little since the original enactments.

The county hoards of the various counties may establish a county homo,

and are granted the following powers:

1.

2.

3,

4,

5.

6,

7,

To acquire hy purchase, grant, gift or devise, a suitable

tract or tracts upon which to orect and maintain a county

poorhouse and other necessary buildings, and for the es-

tablishment and maintenance of a farm for the employment

of the poor.
To receive gifts and bequests to aid in the erection and

maintenance of the poorhouse, or in the care of the indi-

gents.
To make rules and regulations for the same.

To appoint a keeper of the poorhouse and all necessary

agents and servants for the management and control of

the poorhouse and farm, and to prescribe their compensa-

tion and duties.
To appoint a county physician and prescribe his compensa^-

tion and duties.
To appoint an agent to have the general supervision ruid

charge of all matters in relation to the care and support

of the poor, and to prescribe his compensation and duties.

To make the necessary appropriations for the erection and

maintenance of the county home.

2

Records of the county home are prepared and kept by the keeper (super-

intendent) of the home. He is required to keep an account showing the

name of each person admitted to the coionty poorhouse, the time of his ad-

mission and discharge, the place of his birth, and the cause of his depend-

ency. He is also required, at the same time each year, to file with the

county clerk of his county a copy of this record, together with a statement

showing the average number of persons kept in the poorhouse each month

during the ycar,^

1. L.1919 , p. 699; L.1935 , p. 1058,

2. L.1839 , p. 139; Il.S,1845 , p. 404,405; L,1861 , p, 180; R.S.1874 , p, 757;

L,1917 , p, 638; L.1919 , p. 698; L.1935 , p, 1057,1058,

3. R,S.1874, p, 758; L,1935, p. 1058,1059.
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All county homo records are located in the" office of the superintendent

of the county home on the first floor of the county home, seven miles north-

west of Jacksonville.

For reports of superintendent to county hoard, see entry 17,

324. LEDGER, 1848—. 5 v.

Ledger of accounts of county home, showing date, name of account, itemized
list of supplies and respective costs, and statement of all receipts and

dishurscments, Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of account. Hdw,

400 p. 16 X 10 X 2.

325. APPLICATION OF INMATES, 1912— . 3 v. Prior records cannot he

located.
Application and admittance record, showing name, age, occupation, education,

birthplace, and former address of inmate, cause of dependency, history of

health and habits, and remarks. Arr, chron. Indexed alph, by name of in-

mate, Hdw, on pr. fm, 400 p. 10 x 10 x 6,

326. (CEICETERY RECOED), 1934--. 1 v.

Burial record of deceased inmates of county home, showing names of deceased,

physician, and undertalcer, dates of death and burial, residence, and block
and lot numbers, Arr. chron. Indexed alph, by name of deceased, Hdw,

300 p, 10 X 8 X l|.

XX. COUNTY NURSE

The county board is empowered to employ nurses for such public health
nursing duties as it may deem necessaryc-'- All nurses to be employed as

public health nurses, in addition to being registered, must be certified
by the Department of Registration and Education as qualified to perform
the duties of public health nursing, 2 The Department of Registration and

Education conducts examinations to determine the fitness of applicants,

and may revoke any certificate for cause as sot forth in the act,"^ Review
of any order of revocation mny be made by the circuit court, and appeals

from orders or judgments of the circuit court in such review may be taken
to the Supreme Court,

The coTjinty board prescribes the duties to be performed by the coun-

ty nurse, and makes appropriations for the compensation ajid necessary

1. L.1931 , p, 732.
2. L.1957 , p. 998.
3. Ibid,, p. 1000,1001.
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expenses of such nurses. '• In Morgan County the county nurse visits child
and adult patients throughout the county. Advice and assistance is re-
ceived by the county nurse from the State Department of Public Health,
and written reports, with the consent of the county board, are made to

that department.^

All records of the county nurse are located in her office in The
County Health Department in the courthouse basement.

327. HEALTH RECORD, 1937—, 1 f.b.
County nurse's health records showing names of child, parents, physician,
nurse, and school, address, sex, color, and age of child, date of examina-
tion, condition of health as recorded by physician, type of treatment re-
commended, record of nurse's visits, and signature of parent, -A-ri.. alph»
by name of child. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 12 x 14 x 26,

328. MATERNITY RECORD, 1937—. 1 f.b.

Nurse's records of maternity cases, showing name, address, age, color, and
nationality of patient, personal and social history, general condition of

patient at first visit, observation of patient, record of delivery, post-
natal care, summary of case, and signature of attending physician or mid-
wife. Arr. alph. by name of patient. No indox. Hdv:. on pr. fm.

12 X 14 X 26.

329. CHILDREN VISITATION, 1937—. 1 f.b.
Card records of children visited by county nurse, showing names of child
and parents, school attended, address, age, sex, and color of child, source
of disease, dates of visits, examinations, hospitalization, and return to

echool. Arr. alph. by name of child. No index. Typed. 5 x 6 x 18.

330. PHYSICIAN'S ORDERS, 1937—. 1 f.b.

Physician's orders and instructions to nurse for care of sick children,
shov/ing name, address, age, sex, color, and nationality of child, nature
of disease, complications, daily temperature and pulse, number of treat-
ments, remarks, date of discharge, and signatures of physician and nurse.
Arr. alph. by name of child. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 12 x 14 x 26.

331. SUMI'ARY SERVICES, 1937—. 1 f.b.

Nurse's summary sheets of services, showing name of patient, date of ad-
mittance and discharge, classification or diagnosis of case, type of serv-
ice rendered, personal and occupational history of patient, signature of
nurse, and remarks. Arr. alph. by name of patient. No index. Hdw. on
pr. fm. 12 X 14 X 26.

1. L.1931 , p. 732.

2. Ibid.,' p. 733.
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(Next entry 332, p. 180)

XXI. TUBERCULOSIS SANITARIUM^

In 1909 the poiTers of the county were extended to permit the estab-
lishment of a sanitarium for the care and treatment of county residents
suffering from tuberculosis,^ This provision v/as greatly amplified in
an act of 1915 which described in detail the conditions necessary to the
establishment of such an institution and the manner in which it was to be

supported, managed, and controlled.^

The act provided that whenever one hundred legal voters in a county
should petition the county board to levy a tax for the establishment and
maintenance of a tuberculosis sanitarium, the board was required to sub-

mit the question to the voters of the county at the next regular general
election. A favorable majority of all votes cast upon the proposition
was necessary for adoption."* In the original legislation of 1915, the

ajnount of the tax levy was limited to not more than three mills on the

dollar annually on all taxable property in the county. ° This limit was
lowered in 1923 to tv;o mills, ^ and further reduced in 1929 to one and
ono-half mills,' the present statutory requirement. The money thus re-

ceived was to bo set apart in a special Tuberculosis Sanitarium Fund."

The management of the sanitarium was vested in a board of throe
directors appointed by the president or chairman of the county board
with the approval of that body. The directors were to serve for three

years. ^ Vacancies on the board were to be filled in the manner in vhich
original appointments v/ere made. Immediately after their appointment,
the directors were required to meet and elect from their number a presi-
dent, secretary, and such other officers as they might deem necessary. •'•^

The Morgan County electorate voted in 1917 for the levying of a tax to

establish such on institution, and the first board of directors vras ap-

pointed in tho some year. ''•

1. Referred to in Morgan County as Oak Lavm Sanatorium.
2. L,1909 , p. 162.

3. L.1915 , p. 346-49.

4. Ibid., p. 346,347.
5. Ibid., p. 346.

6. L.1923 , p. 302.

7. L.1929 , p. 304.

8. L.1915 , p. 346; L.1923 , p. 302; L.1929, p. 304,305.

9. Tho first throe directors wcro required to servo for irregular terms

of one, two, and three years in order to permit tho appointment of

one new director annually. Choice of terms was decided by lot ( L. 1915 ,

p. 347).
10. Ibid.
11. County Court Record, Vol. Q, p. 63,87.
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Today the powers and duties of the board of directors are es-

sentially the sane as in 1915,^ The directors are required to make
and adopt such bylaws, rules, ajid regulations for their own guidance
ajid for the government of the sanitarium and all its auxiliary activi-
ties as may be expedient and consistent with statutory requirements.

They are also granted exclusive control of the expenditure of all

moneys collected to the credit of the fund and may receive, in the

name of the county, contributions or donations to the sanitarium of

money or property. The same act provides that persons desiring to

make a donation, bequest, or devise of any money, personal property,

or real estate may vest the title to such property in the board of

directors who shall, upon acceptance, hold and control it and act as

special trustees. Otherwise, all moneys received for the use of the

sanitarium are deposited in the county troas\iry within a month after

their receipt, to be drawn upon only by the proper officers upon pres-

entation of properly authenticated vouchers of the board of directors,

^enever such a deposit is made the board is required to secure a re-

ceipt from the treasurer,

2

The board may purchase or lease ground within the limits of the

county and may occupy, lease, or erect an appropriate building or

buildings for the use of the sanitariim and its auxiliary institutions
or activities, llo building may be constructed, however, until the

plans have been approved by the secretary of the State Board of Health,

3

and no building in which tuberculosis patients are to be housed may be
erected on the grounds of a county poor farm. The board has exclusive
control of the supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms,

or buildings so constructed, leased, or set apart. The board is em-

powered to appoint and remove superintendents, matrons, and all other
necessary assistaints, and to fix their compensation. It is required
that one or more of the directors shall visit the sanitarium and all
its branches, dispensaries, and atixiliary institutions and activities
at least twice in each month. No board member may receive conpensa^
tion for his services nor be interested either directly or indirectly
in the purchase or sale of any supplies for the institution,'*

1. L.1915 . p. 346-49; L,1925 . p, 302,303; L,1929 , p. 304,305,

Cf.R.S.l937 , p. 956-59.

2, L.1915 , p. 347-49.

3. In 1917, the State Board of Health was abolished (L.1917 , p. 17);

since that year, all plans for sanitaritun buildings have been sub-

mitted to the Department of Public Health, successor to the board
(Ibid., p. 27),

4, L,1915 , p. 347,348,
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All sanitariuns established under the provisions of this act are
required to be free for the benefit of all tubercular inhabitants of
the county. Such inhabitants are entitled to occupancy, nursing, care,
medicine, and attendance, subject to the rules and regulations adopted
by the board of directors. A person who violates these rvdes and regu-
lations may be excluded fron the use of the sanitariun. No person nay
be compelled to enter the sanitarium or any of its branches, dispensaries
or other auxiliary institutions unless his consent in virriting has first
been obtained. In the case of a minor or person under a disability the
written consent must be secured fron his parent, gaardian, or conservator.
In the sane manner, provision is made for hone treatment under proper
rules and regulations. The board may also extend the privileges and use
of the sanitariun to tubercular residents of Illinois vb.0 live outside
the county, upon such terms and conditions as the directors prescribe.
The board has power to make rtiles and regulations governing all physicieais,

nurses, attendants, patients, or other persons approaching or coming
within the limits of the grounds, and all articles used or brought there.

These rules extend to all branches, dispensaries, and other auxiliary in-

stitutions located in the county, to their employees, and to all employees

sent into the homes of patients. All reputable physicians are entitled
to equal privileges in treating patients in any county tuberculosis sani-

tarium, *•

Since 1923, to insure greater working efficiency, counties maintain-
ing tuberculosis sanitariums have been permitted to convey property to any
adjacent county or counties upon such terns and conditions as the respective

county boards agree on by a majority vote of all members of each board.

In the same year it was also provided that counties without public tubercu-
losis facilities night use funds secured for that purpose to give patients
sanitariun csiro in private or public sanitariums of the state.

2

The directors are required to report monthly to the county board
on conditions in the sanitarium. They also return to that body a monthly
list of the names of all persons making coJitributions and donations, the

amount and nature of the property so received, and the date of its re-
ceipt. On or before the second Monday in J\ane in each yeeir, the direc-
tors make an annual report to the county board, stating the condition of

their trust on the first day of June, the various sums of money received
from all sources and how and for what p\irpose expended, the number of

patients, and other pertinent statistics, information, and suggestions.'^

All county tuberculosis sanatori^un records are located in the office
of the superintendent on the first floor of the institution, one mile
east of Jacksonville,

1, L.1915 , p. 348,349,
2, L,1923 , p, 303,

3, L,1915, p. 348,349,
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For financial records of the tutercolosis sanatorium, see entries
270, 275.

332, ADlIITTAi-ICS CARD (File), 1922~. 2 f."b.

Adnittance card file, sliowing name, address, occupation, age, sex, marital
status, and religion of patient, by whom recommended, date of admittance,
name of nearest relative or fiend, class, and whether free or pay patient.
Arr. alph, hy name of patient. No index, Hdw. and typed on pr. fm,

5 X 7 X 14.

333, CLINIC CARD, 1922—. 1 f.h.

Card file of patients examined by clinic, showing date, name, address, age,

occupation, and marital status of patient, diagnosis, and signature of ex-

amining physician. Arr. eilph. by name of patient. No index, Hdw. and
tjrped. 5 X 7 X 14,

334, (Diagnosis of) PATIEITS EXPIRED (and Discharged), 192&--. 1 f.b.

Diagnosis card record of patients deceased or discharged, showing name and

address of patient, diagnosis on date of adnittance, and date of death or

discharge, number of days in sanatorium, and remarks. Also contains (Diag-

nosis of) Patients in Sanatorium, 1922-30, entry 335. Arr. alph. by name

of patient. No index. Hdw. on pr. fr.. 4 x 6 x 14.

335, (Diagnosis of) PATIEin:S IN SANATORIUl-I, 1931—. 1 f.b, 1922-30

in (Diagnosis of) Patients Expired (and Discharged), entry 334.

Diagnosis card record of patients currently in sanatorium, showing address
and occupation of patient, diagnosis, and remarks. Arr. alph. by name of

patient. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 4 x 6 x 14,

336, HISTORY CHART PATIE^IT EXPIRED, 1922—. 2 f.d.

Charts of patients deceased, showing family history, name, age, birthplace,

religion, health record, and symptoms of deceased, date of admittance, ex-

aminations, treatment record as ordered by physicians, monthly examination,
weight, and graphic charts, and time and date of death, Arr. alph, by name

of deceased. No index. Hdw. on pr. fm. 10 x 12 x 24,

337, HISTORY CHARTS OF SANATORIULI PATIENTS AlTD DISCHARGED PATIENTS,

192&— , 4 f.d.
History charts of patients, showing case number, date, name, address, age,

family history, and occupation of patient, symptoms and treatment, medi-
cation, diet, physician's orders, monthly examination, graphic charts,

and remarks. Arr. alph. by name of patient. No index. Hdw. under pr,

hd^s, 10 X 12 X 24.

338, REPORT OF C0!£JUNICABLE DISEASE, 1922—. 1 f.b.

Card record of communicable diseases, showing names of patient, person

reporting, and health officer, date, age, sex, color, and school or place of

employment of patient, probable source of infection, origin of disease,

and vAether or not patient or any member of household engaged in the pro-
duction or handling of milk. Arr. chron. No index. Hdw. imder pr, hdgs,

5 X 6 X 14.
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(1820-1859)

CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX
(All figures refer to entry numliGrs;

underscoring indicates the ending of
record in the decade under which it is listed)

1820-1829

New Records

1, 8, 18, 20, 26, 43-45, 49, 61, 65, 67, 68, 138-140, 144, 148,

156, 167, 174, 188-194, 197, 200, 201, 219, 220, 226

1830-1859

New Records

17, 22, 27, 33, 59, 74, 75, 145, 157, 178, 198, 208, 209, 217,

218, 223, 228, 236, 237, 295

Records Beginning in Preceding Decade

1, 8, 18, 20, 26, 43-45, 49, 61, 65, 67, 68, 138-140, 144, 148,

156, 167, 174, 188-194, 197, 200, 201, 219, 220, 226

1840-1849

New Records

32, 66, 81-83, 210, 324

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 8, 17, 18, 20, 22, 26, 27, 33, 43-45, 49, 59, 61, 65, 67, 68, 74,

75, 138-140, 144, 145, 148, 156, 157, 167, 174, 178, 188-194, 197,

198, 200, 201, 208, 209, 217-220, 223, 226, 228, 236, 237, 295

1850-1859

New Records

36, 39, 84, 122, 196, 205, 221, 222, 229

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 8, 17, 18, 20, 22, 26, 27, 32, 43-45, 49, 59, 61, 65-68, 74, 75,

81-83, 138-140, 144, 145, 148, 156, 157, 167, 174, 178, 188-194, 197,

198, 200, 201, 209, 210, 217-220, 223, 226, 228, 236, 237, 295, 324
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1860-1869

New Records

13, 14, 19, 31, 58, 79, 85, 87, 91, 93, 98, 99, 130-132, 134,

135, 153, 154, 184, 224, 238, 239, 242, 249

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 8, 17, 13, 20, 22, 26, 27, 32, 36, 39, 43-45, 49, 59, 61,

65-68, 74, 75, 81-84, 122, 136-140, 144, 145, 148, 156, 157, 167,

174, 178, 188-194, 196-198, 200, 201, 205, 209, 210, 217-223, 226,

228, 229, 236, 237, 324

1870-1879

New Records

9, 11, 16, 23, 34, 35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 46, 47, 50, 51, 63, 94-96

100, 112-114, 117, 118, 123, 136, 142, 146, 147, 161, 164, 169, 170,

175, 179, 180, 187, 199, 202, 230, 231, 253, 270, 301, 314

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 8, 13, 14, 17-20, 22, 27, 31, 36, 39, 43-45, 49, 59, 61, 65-68,

7-^, 75, 79, 81-85, 87, 98, 99, 122, 130-132, 134, 135, 138-140,

144, 145, 148, 153, 154, 155, 157, 167, 174, 178, 184, 188-194,

196-198, 200, 209, 210, 217-222, 223, 224, 226, 228, 229, 236-239,

242, 249, 324

1880-1889

New Records

3, 4, 28, 30, 52, 76, 97, 133, 152, 163, 168, 171-173, 181, 211,

225, 243, 252, 254, 271, 272, 282, 292

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 8, 9, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 25, 27, 34-41, 43-47,

49-51, 59, 61, 63, 65-68, 74, 75, 79, 81-85, 87, 94-96, 98-100,

112-114, 117, 118, 122, 123, 130-132, 134-136, 138-140, 142, 144-

147, 153, 154, 156, 157, 161, 164, 169, 170, 175, 178-180, 184,

187, 188, 189-194, 196-200, 202, 209, 210, 217-222, 224, 226,

228-231, 236-239, 242, 249, 253, 270, 301, 314, 324
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1890-1899

New Records

29, 48, 53-55, 62, 78, 86, 101, 108, 116, 119, 121, 124, 126,

129, 137, 141, 149, 155, 158, 159, 166, 177, 182, 183, 185, 186,

203, 204, 206, 232, 233, 258, 259, 265, 259, 285, 286, 306, 307,

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3, 4, 8, S, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 27, 28, 30, 34-41,

43-47, 49-52, 59, 61, 63, 65-68, 74-76, 79, 81-85, 87, 94-100,

112-114, 117, 118, 122, 123, 130-134, 135, 136, 138-140, 142, 144-

148, 152-154, 156, 157, 161, 163, 164, 168-173, 175, 178-181, 184,

187, 189-194, 196-200, 202, 209-211, 217-220, 221, 222, 224-226,

228-231, 236-239, 243, 249, 252-254, 270-272, 282, 292, 301, 314,

324

1900-1909

Ne\7 Records

25, 56, 54, 107, 109-111, 127, 150, 176, 195, 241, 245, 261-263,

275, 291 . 302, 315

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20, 22, 23, 27-30, 34-41, 43-55,

61, 62, 65-68, 74-76, 78, 79, 81-87, 94-101, 108, 112-114, 116-

119, 121 , 122-124, 126, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 136-141,

142 . 144-149, 152-159, 161, 163, 134, 156, 158-173, 175, 177-

181, 163-187, 189-194, 19.S-200, 202-204, 206, 209-211, 217-220,

22'l-226, 223-233, 236, 237 , 238, 239, 243, 249, 252-254, 258,

259, 265, 269-272, 282, 285, 286, 292, 301, 306, 307, 314, 324

1910-1919

New Records

10, 21, 24, 42, 57, 73, 77, 88, 90, 92, 102-106, 120, 125, 128,

151, 162 , 207, 212-215, 227, 255, 264, 279, 283, 288 , 289, 290,

296-298, 299, 300, 303, 305, 308-312, 525
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Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 27-30, 34-41, 43-46,

47, 48-56, 61, 62, 6^1-68, 74-76, 78, 79, 81-87, 94-95, 97, 98-101,

107-114, 116-119, 122-124, 126, 127, 129, 136-141, 144-150, 152
,

153-159, 161, 163, 164, 166, 168-173, 175-180, 18]^, 183-185, 185
,

187, 189-200, 202, 203 . 204, 206, 209-211, 217 , 218 , 219, 220,

224-226, 228-233, 236, 238, 239, 241, 243, 245, 249, 252-254, 258,

259, 261-263, 265, 259-273, 282, 285, 286, 292, 301, 302, 306, 307,

314, 315, 324

1920-1929

New Records

5, 12, 60, 69, 80, 89, 115, 143, 160, 165, 216, 240, 244, 248, 255,

257, 267, 268, 274, 275, 280, 287 , 293, 304, 313, 316, 317, 332-334,

336-338

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3, 4, 8-11, 13, 14, 17, 20-25, 27-30, 34-36, 57, 38, 39, 40, 41,

43-45, 46, 48-57, 61, 62, 64-68, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77-79, 81-87, 88_,

90, 94-96, 98-114, 116 , 117-120, 122-129, 136-141, 14^1-151, 153-159,

161, 163, 164, 166, 168-173, 175-180, 183-185, 187, 189-200, 202,

204, 206, 207, 209-215, 219, 220, 224-233, 236, 238, 239, 241, 243,

245, 249, 252-254, 256, 258, 259, 261-265, 269 , 270-273, 279, 282,

283, 285, 286, 292, 296-298, 301-303, 305-309, 310 , 311, 312, 314,

315, 324, 325

1930-1938

Kew Records

2, 6, 7, 15, 70-72, 254, 235, 246, 247, 250, 251, 260, 266, 276,

277, 278 , 281, 284, 294, 318-525, 526-551, 535

Records Beginning in Preceding Decades

1, 3-5, 8-14, 17, 20-25, 27-50, 34-35, 58, 59, 45-45, 48-57, 61,

62, 64-69, 74, 75, 77-79, 80, 81-87, 89, 94-96, 98-115, 117-120,

122-129, 156-141, 145-151,155-161, 165-165, 168-175, 175-180, 185-

185, 187, 189-200, 202, 204, 206, 207, 209-216, 219, 220, 224-255,

236, 258-240, 243-245, 248, 249, 252-256, 257, 258, 259, 251-265,

267, 268, 270-275, 279, 280, 282, 283, 235, 286, 292, 293, 296-298,

501-504, 506-509, 511-317, 324, 325, 352-354, 556-558
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(Ata-App)

SUBJECT INDEX
(Figures refer to inventory n-umbcrs unless un-
derscored; underscored figures refer to pages)

Abatement
list, 266
mosquito, districts, 35

Abbreviations and symbols
used in inventory, 63, 64

Absentee ballots, ap-
plications for, 61

Abstracts
of assessments, 261-254
of collection, 27, 29

of taxes
corporation, 252
real said personal

property, 252
of titles, recordation of, 91
of votes, 61

Accoucheurs, Register of, 50

Accounts
See also Fees; Funds; Re-

ceipts and expenditures
birth and death

covmty clerk' s, 64

treasurer's, 273
of county funds, 1

audits of, 18
county clerk's, 11
treasurer's, 270, 273

county home, 324
examination of, 69
inheritance tax, 285
non-high school, 297
of officers, 18

probate, 140B3,

155, 156, 158, 160,

172-175, 195
Adjustment of claims

(probate), 138,143
Adjutant general's report

(of enlistments), 58

Administrator
See also Estate; Exec-

utor; Probate court; Wills
accounts, 140B3, 172, 174
bonds, 65D3, 138, 140B2,

145, 147, 148

Administrator
bonds (continued)

additional, 146, 148

de bonis non, 140B2, 149, 152

with will ajonexed, 140B2,

151, 152

docket of settlements
due from, 182

fee book, 184
inventories, 138, 163, 167

letters, 138, 140B2, 145

oaths, 138, 140B2, 145

petitions, 138, 140B2, 145, 174

public, 113
reports, 138, 143, 172, 174
with will annexed, 140B2,

150, 152

Adoption
See also Juvenile
files, 65C1, 98

index to, 99, 107

jurisdiction in, 99

petitions, 98

record of, 96, 140A1

Adult probation officer,

see Probation
Affidavits

in circuit court, 189, 191

estray, 59

in juvenile cases, 103
recorded, 86, 87

for tax deeds, 34, 65B1

witness, 10, 271

Agreements, articles of, 86

Agriculture in coimty, 11

Alcott, Bronson, 14
Alexander election precinct, 8

Aliens, see Naturalization
Allotments, motor fuel tax, 281

Almshouse, see County home;

Poorhouse
Anticipation warrants, see

Warrants
Appeal

bonds, 65C3, 126
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(App-Boa)

Appeal (continued)
to circuit court, 24,

103 , 126 , 127
in county court, 24, 94

Apple Creek, 4, 5n
Applications

for absentee ballots, 61

for blind relief, 10
to county home, 325
for marriage license, 48
for old age assistance, 319
teachers' , 301

Appointment
of county officers,

1, 65B3, 65B5
in probate, see under

title of appointee
Appraisenents, estate,

155, 158, 167, 168
Appraiser

reports, inheritance
tax, 138

warrants, 153, 168
Appropriations

for coTinty funds, 70

register, treasvirer,

267, 269

Arcadia election precinct, £
Architects'

licenses, 55

revoked, 65B3
state, inspection of

county buildings, 53

Army, see Soldiers
Arnett, Thonas, 6

Articles, see Agreements,
Incorporation

Assessments
See also Tax
drainage district, re-

quired to be kept, 170
Assessor

county
appointment of, 19, 149

bond, 149

books (lists of tax-
able property), 22, 257

deputy, bonds. of, 149

duties and powers of,

19, 148, 149

records kept by, 252-257
treasurer, ex-officio,

19, 149

Assessor (continued)

district, 19

Assignments
of interest in estates, 138

of mortgage, 68, 74, 77

Associate justices, roster of, 47

Athensvllle township, 7_

Attachment bonds, 65C3, 126

Attorney
circuit, 26

receipts for documents, 137

state's, see State's attorney

Bacon, Samuel, 15
Bail

bonds, 232
records, 193

Baldwin, Theron, 13
Ballots, see Election
Banlc statements, 248

Bankruptcy statements, 87

Bar dockets
circuit court, 221

index to, 222
county court, 121

Barr township, 7

Barry, Garrison W. , 10

Bastardy bonds, 65C3, 126
Bateman, Newton, 13

Beardstown, town of, 11

Beecher, Edward, 14

Beecher, Henry Ward, 14
Benton County, 6, J,

Berdan, David, _5

Berdan, James, 8^

Bills
against county, filing of, 71

in court cases, 94, 193
for divorce, 191

of sale, 86

true, see Indictment
Births
See also Vital statistics

reports, county clerk's
account of, 64

Blankford, Donbar and, 10

Blind
examiner, see Examiner
pensions, see Pensions
relief, see Relief

Board
of County commissioners,

see Commissioners,
County board of

of health, county, see Health
of review, see Review
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Subject Index (Bon-Cer)

Bond issues
county (cancelled),

14, 65A3
drainage district,

record to be kept, 170
school, 25

Bonds
appeal, 65C3, 126
assessor's, county, 149
attachment, assignees',

65C3, 126

bail, 193, 232

bastardy, 65C3, 126

in child abandonment
cases, 65C3, 126

circuit clerk's, 129

in circuit court,

189, 191, 193

collector, county, 152

complainants', 232
constables', 62, 63, 65B5
coroner's, 144

county clerk's, 76

deputies', 248
ferry license, 65B3
justice of peace, 62,

63, 65B5
miscellaneous, 65C3
officers'

county, 1

election, 65B5
required to be kept

by county clerk, 76

official, record, 63

of officials, county, 65B5

peace, 233

police magistrates', 65B5
of probate appointees, 115

See also under title
of appointee

receivers', 232

recognizance, 65C3, 126,

127, 232, 248

recorder's, 90

replevin, 65C3, 126

road clerk's, 62, 65B5
sheriff's, 62, 141

state's attorney's, 146

treasurer's
county, 62, 155

township (school), 312

trustees' of estates,
65C3, 126, 232

Bounty
sparrow, 270
wolf, 273

Brands, see Harks and brands
Bridges
See also Highways j Roads
appropriations for, 18

authority over, 18, 32,

68, 166, 167 , 16 7n
constructTon of, 18, 167
maintenance, 18, 167, 16 7n
supervision of, 32, 168
toll, authority over, 68

Bristov;, Samuel, 6, 7

Brooks, John F,, 13
"*

Bro'w.'n County, 4

Bryan, Vii'illiam Jennings, 14

Buckley, Henry, 10
Budget, county, 1

Burial

certificates, soldiers,
sailors, and marines, 42, 65B2

grounds, see Cemetery
record, county home, 326

By-laws of corporations, 87

Cadwell, Dr. George, 5

Canals, authority oveT, 68
Candidates for office,

see Election
Casebier, DaVid, 10

Cash book
See also Ledger
circuit clerk's, 228
county clerk's, 136

probate clerk's, 187
sheriff's, 246
treasurer's, 269

Cass County, 4, 6, 7

Indian Creek Drainage Dis-
trict in, 316

Cemetery
associations, reports, 125

deeds, 68, 72, 73
record, county home, 326

Centorville election precinct, _8

Centervillo township, 7

Certificates
See also License
accoucheurs', 50
birth, 36, 37

index to, 35
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Certificates (continued)
of the board of lo-

cal improvenents, 109

bounty, sparrow, 270
burial

of soldiers, 65B2

sailors and marines, 42

for citizenship, see

Naturalization
death, 39, 40, 250

index to (39, 40 ), 38

dentists', 50

of endorsement, 203

of foreclosure, 83

of indebtedness, 83

jury, coroner's, 272

of ievy, 84

sheriff's, 81-83

nurses', 56

optometrists', 51

osteopaths
'
, 50

of ownership of

property, 87

physicians', 50, 51

of publication, 65C5

of purchase, 34

to swamp lands, is-
sued by drainage
commissioners, _33

tax, 34

recording of, 2I» I£* 21
of redemption, 84

sheriff's, 81, 83

of sale, 84

master's, 82

sheriff's, 81, 83, 248

of satisfaction, 83

stallion
register, 90

renewal of, 90

stillbirth, 39

surgeons', 51

tax sale, 65B1
teachers', 303

issuance of, 5On

Challen, John, 10

Challenge to Jury, 189

Chancery
See also Circidt courtj

Master-in-chancery
Jurisdiction in, 22^, 126

Chapin election precinct, _8

Chattel
Sec als o Personal property
liens on, 89

mortgages, see Mortgage
Chicago and Alton, 13^

Chicago Burlington and Quincy, _13

Children, see Juvenile
Circuit court

appeals, 24, 103, 126 , 127

branches, 127 , 128

clerk
appointment of, _24, 150

' "bond arid oath, 129

cash book, 228

deputy, appointment of, 130

duties, 129 , 130

election of, 129

ex-officio recorder, 45, _90

office of, 53, _55

pro tempore, appointment of, 129

records kept by, 150 , 131 ,

188-242

reports to board of county
commissioners, 17, 65A4

roster of, 46

term of office, 130

dockets
bar, 221

index to, 222

chancery, 214

clerk's, 223

common law, 213

criminal, 215
execution, 220
fee bill, 224
general, 211

Judge's, 217
current, 216

index to, 212

index to (217), 218

Judgment, 219
mechanic's lien, 225

fee books (court costs)
chancery, 226, 227
common law and criminal, 226

files
chancery, 191

index to, 192

supplemental, 188

common law, 189

index to, 190
supplemental, 188
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Subject Index (Cir-Com)

Circuit court
files (continued)

criminal, 193
index to, 194

executions, 200
original documents to

"be kept, 131
jurisdiction and functions

of, 21, 22, 24, 126-130
plaintiff-defendant in-

dex, 196
records

chancery, 197, 198
common law, 197
criminal, 197, 199
default, 197
execution, 201
of fines, 202
index to, 196
indictment, 197, 199, 203
kept by clerk, 130

,

131, 188-242
recognizance, 204

reports to

coroner's, 229
keeping of, 1 51

state's attorney's, 230
Citations, 191
Cities, see under names of

individual cities
City ordinajices, 87
Civil

cases
See also Common law

under Circuit court,

County court
jurisdiction in, 21, 98_, 126

War
enlistments in, 58

governor, 13
Claim

against county, 12, 65A2
allowed, 1

auditing of, 18_

state's attorney's, 65A2
docket (probate), 178
against estates, 65131, 138, 160
for mechanic's liens, 206
for sheep dajnages, 283
for state aid for schools, 293
for tuition, 298

Clark, John, 6_

Clayton, village of, 13

Clerk
county, see Coionty clerk
of courts, see under name

of specific court

docket, circuit court, 223

of election
appointment of, 37 , 102
bonds, 65B5

road district, duties of,

in registration of

vital statistics, 35

Coal Creek, A

Collection of taxes, see Tax
Collector, county
abstract of footings, 27, 29

accounts
with county clerk, 152

with county treasurer, 155

appointment of, 20, 152

bond, 152
books (lists of taxable

property), 27

duties and functions of,

20, 152, 153

office, location and des-

cription, 53 , 55

receipts for taxes, 65?

records kept by, 261-266

reports to county clerk, 20

roster of, 47, 48

settlement record, 265

sheriff, ex-officio, 20, 152

Commission
feeble-minded, reports of, 106

highway, see Commissioners
under Highway

insanity, reports of, 100

welfare, county, 171

Commissioner
county
board of

actirig as board of review,

20, 76, 150, 151

adoption of commission
plan, 67

clerk
county clerk as ex-

officio, 71

records kept by, 1-19, 71_

duties and powers of,

69, 70

early meetings, 67





Subject Index

- 190 -
(Com-Con)

Commissioner
comity

"board of (continued)
legislation es-

ta'blishing, 18, 67
minutes, 1

proceedings, 1
record, 1

reports to, 1, 17, 65A4
resolutions, 1, 2,

55A1. 248
roster of, 42"44
succeeding county-

court, _8, jL8, 98
court

acting as board of
review, 20, 150

clerk, 17 I 25, 70
first incumbent, 8_

roster of, 45
conrposition, 65
duties and powers

of, 1^, 20, 26,

28, 32, 67, 68, 166
early terms of, 9_

establishment of, 65, 98
first administrative

body, 8, 16

first election for, 6_, _7

members
appointment of, 6

compensation of, 65
election of, 3/7, 65, 65n
removal from office, 65

term of office, 65
probate jurisdiction

in, 22, 25
proceedings, 1

record, 1

reports to, 68

roster of, ^, 43
sessions of, 65
siiccecdcd by county

cotut, _8, 17, &&_

drainage, see Drainage
highway, see Highway
road, see Road
school, see School

Commissions, register of, 49

Commitment to insane insti-
tutions, decrees of, 100

Committees, board of county
commissioners,

reports, 1

Common law
jurisdiction in, 21, 23, 99, 126

records, see Circuit court;

Co\inty court
Community high school, organ-

ization of, 310

Complainants' bonds, 232
Complaint

in county court, 94
criminal, bills of, 193
docket, Board of review, 260

before justices, 193
against taxes, 259, 250

Concord election precinct, 8

Condemnation record, Pankey
Pond, 108

Confession record, 96

Conover, Peter, 2» §.

Conservator
See also Estate; Guaxdian;

Insanity; Probate court

accounts current, 160

bonds, 65D3, 138, 160, 161

fee book, 184-186

files (closed cases), 138, 158

index to, 159
inventories, 138, 143, 158,

160, 164^167

letters, 138, 160, 161

oaths, 138, 160, 151

orders, 160
petitions, 138, 158, 160, 161

record (bonds, letters,

oaths, petitions), 161

reports, 138, 140B4, 143,

166, 175, 176

settlement of estates, 138, 158

Constables
appointment of, 25

bonds of, 62, 63, 65B5

kept by co\inty clerk, 79

creation of office, 26

duties of, 26, 28

election, 26

fees, 209, 210

oath, 79

Construction, see Co\inty property

Contracts
county, 13, 55A3
drainage, 65G
hi^way, required to bo kept, 158

private (recorded), 87

Conveyances, soo Deeds? Mortgages
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Sutject Index (Coo-Cou)

Cooley, E. S., 8_

Coon Run Creek, 4

Coon Rum, Drainage District
conmissioners, appoint-

ment of, 317
records, 140C2

Copartnership proceedings,
record of, 140A2

Coroner
"bond, 144
creation of office, 27
death

certificates, 250
record, 249

deputies, 145
duties and powers of,

25, 27, 144, 145
election of, 27, 144, 144n
inquests, 229

evidence and testi-
mony in, 27

procedure, 27, 28
ju.ry

certificates, 272
warrants, 250

oath, 144
office, 53, 57

records kept "by, 145
,

249, 250
roster of, 48, 49
term of office, 144, 144n

Corporation
See also Incorporation
"by-laws of, 87
taxes on, see Tax

Correspondence
old age assistance, 323
superintendent of

schools, 313
Costs, court, see Fee

book under name of

specific court
County assessor, see Assessor
County clerk

accounts
with county f'jinds, 11
with ref^-istrars of

births and deaths, 64
bond, 76
cash book, 136
duties and functions of

in the custody of rec-
ords, 20, 71, 75-80

153

76

County clerk
duties and functions

of (continued)

in election procedure,
37, 78, 79, 102, 103

in entering of bonds of

officials, 76, 79

ex-officio clerk

of county board, 70,

71, 75, 80

of county court, 25, 70,

71, 75, 80, 104

of probate court, 25, 114

of special drainage dis-
tricts, 170

in issuing of licenses, 79

in keeping of vital statis-
tics, 36, 77, 78

in regard to public health,
34, 35

in taxation procedure,
20, 34, 35, 75_,

77, 152
,

election of, 75

establishment of office,

24, 70,

ledger, 11

miscellaneous papers, 65

oath, 76

office, 53, 54
records kept by, 20-65

legislation concerning,
reports to

county board, 17, 65A4
State Department of Pub-

lic Health, 35

roster of, 45
term of office, 76

County collector, see Collector
County commissioners, see

Commissioners

County court
acting as early adminis-

trative body
as board of review, 20 , 150

composition of, 8_, 1_7, 66, 98

establisliment of, 23, 66
,

75, 98

members, election of, 66

powers and jurisdiction
of, 65, 98_, 99

succeeded by county
board, 8, 18, 98

38
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(Cou)

County court
acting as early adminis-

trative body (continued)
succeeding county

coramissi oners

•

court, _8, r/, 6_6, 75

supervision over roads

and bridges, 32, 166

appeals
to higher court, 103

from lower courts, 2A, _99_

clerk of

bond, 26
county clerk ex-officio,

24, 25, 70, n
duties, 25, 70, _80,

104 , 105

establisliment of office, _17

as ex-officio clerk of
probate court, 25

records kept by, 94-137

roster of, _45

term of office, 70, 76

dockets
bar, 121

execution, 118

feeble-minded, 114, 120

insanity, 114, 119

judge's, 115

common law, 114

criminal, 114, 116

judgiaent, 117

justice of the peace, 122

fee books (court costs), 123

insanity, 124

files
adoption, 65C1, 98

index to, 99, 107

common law and crim-
inal, 94

index to, 95

insanity, 100

juvenile
dependent and delin-

quent children, 103

index to, 104, 107

feeble-minded children, 106

index to, 107

jurisdiction and functions
of, j24, 97-103

in juvenile cases, 99-101

in mothers' pension
cases, 37, 101 , 102

County court
jurisdiction and functions

of (continued)
in naturalization pro-

cedure, £9
loss of, _24

in probate matters, 25,

£9, 113

over swamp lands, 33

records
adoption, 96, 140A1
common law, 96
confession, 96

copartnership, 140A2

criminal, 96, 97
default, 96

delinquency and depend-
ency, 96, 105

feeble-minded, 96

fine, 123

insanity, 96, 101, 102

plaintiff-defendant in-

dex to, 104

probation, 96

recognizance, 96

required to be kept,
104 , 105

special assessment, 96, 111

reports, warden's, keeping
of, 105

County farm, see County
home; Poorhouse

County funds, see Fund
County government

functions, coordination of, _37

scope, 16

County home
See also Public welfare; Relief
administration of, 174

admittance and application
record, 325

burial record, 326
establishment of, 174

functions of, 36, 174

ledger, 324

location and description
of, 54, _57

superintendent, records
kept by, 174

County jail, see Jail

County nurse
duties of, 175, 176

employment of, 175
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Subject Index (Cou-Dee)

County nurse (continued)
examination of appli-

cants, 175
files, 331
office, location and

description, 53, 57
physicians' orders to, 330
records, 327-331

health, 327
maternity, 328

reports of visitations
to children, 329

County officers, see
Officers

County offices, see
Offices

County orders, see Orders
County property

construction contracts, 13

control of, 1£, 33_, 68

inspection of, 33

insurance on, 15, 248
County seat

legislation con-
cerning, 6_

naming of, 6_

selection of, 6

County superintendent of

hi ghways , see Hi ghway
County superintendent

of public welfare,
see Public v/olfare

County superintendent of

schools, see School
County surveyor, see

Surveyor
County treasurer, see

Treasurer
County warrants, see

Warrants
Court, see Circuit;

Commissioners', Countyj
County; Probate

Courthouse
buildings used, lo-

cation and des-
cription of, £, 10,

53, 57, 58

construction of,

contracts for, 9_, 53_

tax levy, 10

destroyed by fire, 9, £8

Courthouse (continued)
offices in, 55-57

Criminal cases
jurisdiction in, 21, 23^, 98_, 126

records of, soe Circuit
court; County court;

Indictment; Probation

Danville, city of, 13

Death
Soe also Vital statistics
proof of, 153
reports, county clerk's

accounts of, 64

Deaton, James, 9_

De bonis non, seo Administrator
Debtors, insolvent, record

of, 113

Decatur, city of, 13_

Declarations in chancery
cases, 191

Declaration of intention,
see Naturalization

Decree
See also Orders, court
of adoption, 98

in chancery, 191

county court, 94

for enforcement of lions, 205

in insanity cases, 100
of partition, 205

for sale of lands for
debts, 205

for separation of real
estate, 205

Dedication of right of way,

13, 68, 70

Deeds
cemetery, 68, 72, 73

to county property, 13, 65A3
dedication, 68

entry book of, 66

executor's, 68, 71, 86

grantor-grantee index to, 67

joint tenancy, 68, 72

master's, 68, 70

miscellaneous, 68, 72

quitclaim, 68, 72, 86, 87

record, 68

release, 68, 69

sheriff's, 68, 71





Subject Index

- 194 -

(Dee-Ear)

Deed (continued)
to swamp lands, issued

by drainage comiriis-

sioners, 33

tax, affidavits for,

34, o5Bl
warranty, 68, 72, 86

Default records
circuit court, 197, 198
county court, 96

Defendant's answers,
189, 191

Delinquent children,
see Juvenile

Delinquent taxes,

see Tax
Dentists

licenses, record of, 52

register of, 50, 53

Department of public
welfare, CoTinty,

see Public welfare
Dependent children,

see Juvenile
Deputy

assessor, see Assessor
circuit clerk, see

Clerk \inder Cir-
cuit court

coroner, see Coroner
sheriff, see Sheriff

Dewitt, A. B. , 10
Dial, Isaac, _6

Diamond Grove, _5

Disbursements, see Re-
ceipts and expenditures

Distributive fund,
see Fund

Districts
drainage, see Drainage
levee, see Levee
road, see Road
school, see School

Divorce
bills for, 191

records, 198
Dix, Miss D. L. , 14
Docket

court, see under
name of specific
court; also under

title of docket

Docket (continued)

of rates and amounts wanted, 1, 20

required to be kept, 104
,

115 , 131, 145

Doctor, see Physician

Dog
license fund, see Funds

tag record, 22, 256

Donbar and Blankford, 10

Douglas, Stephen A,, 189

Drainage
See also Levee
assessments, 315-317

commissioners
appointment of, 34 , 170

Coon Run district, 317

Indian Creek district, 316

Town Brook district, 315

composition of, 34

duties BJid DOwers of, 33
,

34, 169 , 170

election of, 170

records kept by, 170,

171 , 315-317

reports, 170, 315-317

supervisors of roads,

ex-officio, 34

contracts, 65G
districts

clerk, county clerk,
ex-officio, 170

Coon Run, record, 140C2, 317

court orders on, 315

Indian Creek, record,
140C1, 316

kinds of, 170
organization of, 34, 170

petitions, 315-317
publication of notices,

315-317

Town Brook, papers of, 315

treasurer, county treas-
urer, ex-officio, 170

records required to be
kept, 170, 171

reports on condition of, 171

tax, see Assessments above

Duncan, Sidney L. , 8_

Dunlap and Company, 12

Earnings and expenditures,

see Receipts ajid expenditures
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Subject Index (Edu-Exe

)

Education
See also School
administration of,

28-30, 160-162
development of, 13, 14

Election
abstract of votes, 61, 65B4
ballots, absentee, ap-

plications for, 61, 65B4
candidates' petitions,

61, 65B4
clerks of

appointment, 102
bonds, 65B5

commissioners, board
of, appointment, 102

contests, jurisdiction
over, 102, 127

duties, county clerk's,

37_, 78_, 79, 102 , 103

first, in county, 8_

judges
appointment of,

18_, 68, 102

bonds, 6535

jurisdiction over, 68, 102

nominations, objections
to, 105

poll books, 61, 6534
precincts in county, 8_

establishment of, 68

number of, 15_

returns, 61, 65B4
of road officers, 61, 65B4

special, for mosquito
abatement districts, 35_

Ellis, John M, , 15

Emergency relief, see Relief
Emerson, Ralph W, , 14
Entries

of appearance in
adoption cases, 98

land, 26

Entry books
of deeds and mortgages, 66

required to be kept,

38_, 90, 91_

Estate
See also Adminis-

trator; Conserva-
tor; Executor; Guard-
ian; Probate court; Tfllls

Estate (continued)
accounts of, trustees, 195

administration of, 138, 143

appraisement record, 167, 168

assignment of, 138

claims against, 65D1, 138

docket, 180
of settlements due, 180, 182

inventories of, 138, 143

record, 163, 167

jurisdiction in adminis-
tration of, 113

papers, 65D2, 145

sale of - property
administrators' bonds

in, 146, 148

personal property
petitions for, 167,

170, 171

private sale record,
167, 170, 171

public sale record,

167, 170

real estate, 167
trustees' licenses for,

191, 195

settlements, final re-
ports, 138

Estray
notices, 65B3

record, 59

Evidence, transcripts for

circuit court, 193

county court, 94

Examinations, see Pupils

Examiner of the blind
appointment and duties of, 37

certificates, 10

Execution
dockets

circuit court, 220

county court, 118

sheriff's, 243

fee statements, 248

files
county court, 65C1
sheriff's, 248

of judgment
record, 201

transcripts, 209

praecipes for, record, 208

writs of, 200
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Subject Index (Exe-Pun)

Executor
Soc also Adminis-

trator; Estatoj
Probate court; Wills

accounts, 140B3, 174

appointment of, 154

bonds, 65D3, 138, 153, 154

deeds, 68, 71, 86

docket of sottloments
due from, 182

foe book, 184

inventories, 138, 143

163, 167

letters, 138, 153, 154

oaths, 138, 153

petitions, 138, 153

record (bonds, letters,
oaths, petitions), 153

report record, 173

reports current, 138, 143

Explanatory notes to

inventory, 63_, 64

Farm names. Register of, 88

Fee bill docket, cir-
cuit court, 224

Fee books
court
See also under name

of specific court

required to be kept,
104 , 131

of probate appointees,
see under title of

appointee
Feeble-minded

docket, 114, 120

documents, 94, 106

index to, 107
record, 96

Fees
See also Accounts;

Cash; Funds; Re-

ceipts and expenditures

, 209, 210
226

constable's
recorder' s,

register of

circuit clerk's, 228

institute fund, 269,

279, 292

reports of

circuit clerk's, 248

county clerk's, 248

Fees (continued)
sheriff's, statements, 2A8

state's attorney's, 230

treasurer's record, of, 286

witness, 3, 123, 226

Fence viewers' reports to

county commissioners, 17

Ferry license
bonds, 65 B3

issuing of, 79

Final papers, see Certificates
under Naturalization

Financial records, see

Account; Cash; Fees;

Funds; Receipts and
expenditures

Financial system in county, 19- 21

Findings and orders, insanity,
101, 102

Fines
record

circuit court, 202

county court, 123

state's attorney's report
of, 230

Fire marshal, state, in-

spection of county
buildings by, 33_

Fiscal control, 21

Fohnestock, Henry, 6^

Foreclosure
See also Mortgage
certificates of, sheriff's, 83

Foreign
courts, transcript of judg-

ments from, 210

service papers, sheriff's, 248

Forfeiture
of bond, state's attorney's

report of, 230

of lands
records, 30

redemption of, 30, 65B1

Franklin election precinct, 8_

Franklin township, T_

French, Governor Augustus C, 8_

Fund
See also Accounts;

Cash; Fees; Re-

ceipts and expenditures
county

appropriations by county
board, 70
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Subject Index ( run-Hig)

Fund
cotmty (continued)
ledger of, 11
treasurer' s register

of, 268
distributive, 294
dog license

claims against, 283
record, 282

highway, orders on, 270, 274
institute
management of, 162
orders on, 273
register of foes,

269, 279, 292
motor fuel tax

allotment record,
274, 281

claims against, 12
non-hi^-school, orders

on, 273
pension

blind, 36, 37
register of, 268, 284

mothers*
doctiments, 128
register of, 268, 284

teachers' , 309
school, management of, 29

state aid
apportionment, 293
levy for, 293

trust, 269, 280
tuberculosis sanitari'um, 177
wolf bounty, orders on, 273
work relief, 278

Funeral association re-
ports, 125

Galesburg, city of, 14
Gas leases, 87
Gets, liens on, 79

Gilham, Jstmes , _9

Golbra, C, S,, 11
Grantor-grantee index, 67, 91

Green, William B,, _7

Greene County, 4, 5n, 6^, _7

Grosvenor, Mason, 13

Guardian
See also Conservator;

Estate; Probate coxirt

accounts, 155, 156, 175

Guardian (continued)
bonds, 65D3, 138, 156, 157

dockets of settlements
due from, 180, 181

fee book, 184, 185
files, 155
inventories, 138, 143, 155,

164, 167

letters, 138, 156

oaths, 138, 156
petitions, 138, 155, 156

public, 113, 114
record (bonds, letters,

oaths, petitions), 156

reports, 156, 175
current, 138, 143

settlement of estates,

155, 156, 175

Habeas corpus, writs of,

189, 191
Health

board of, county, 34, 35

department of, s^ate
creation of, 34
duties and powers, 33,

54, 35

records, coiinty nurse^s^, 327

taxes, 34
Heirship, proof of, 143
High schools, see School

Hi^way
See also Bridges; Right

of way; Roads
commissioners

appointment of, 167
duties and powers of, 167

election of, 32, 167
record of petitions, 16

state, supervision of, 32

county s\5)erintendent of

appointed by county
board, 32, 167

creation of office, 32, 167

duties and powers, 167 , 168

office
location, ^, 56

term of, 32, 167
funds, see Puad
motor fuel tax, se e Motor fuel

orders, 270, 274
supervisors, as ex-officio

drainage commissioners, 34
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(Hod-Inq)

Hodges, David L., 8

Howard, John, 6

Illinois College, 13, 14

Illinois Commerce
Conimission, ap-
peals from inal-

ings of, to cir-
cuit court, 127

Illinois Hospital for
the Insane, 14

Illinois Institution
for the Education

of the Blind, 15_

Illinois Institution
for the Education of

the Deaf and Dumb, 14_

Illinois River, _4, 5n
Illinois, State of, 5_

map of, 287
Illinois State Teachers'

Pension and Retire-
ment Fund, 309

Illinois Women's College, 14

Improvements, public
ordinances for, 108

petitions for special
assessments, 108, 109, 111

Incorporation
See also Corporation
articles of, 87

Indebtedness, sheriff's
certificates of, 83

Index
adoption files, 99, 107

to bar docket (circuit
court), 222

birth, 35

chancery files, 192

supplemental, 188

to circuit court
records, 196

common lavi files (cir-

cuit court), 190

supplemental, 188

to conservatorship files, 159

to county court files, 95

criminal files (cir-
cuit court), 194

death, 38

deeds, 67

dependent and delin-
quent children's rec-

ords, 104, 107

Index (continued)
to feeble-minded children's

files, 107

grantor-grantee, 67

to inheritance tax re-
ceipts, 107

to judge's docket (cir-
cuit court), 218

current, 212
to marginal releases, 76

marriage
records, 43
register, 47

to miscellaneous files,
county court, 107

mortgagor-mortgagee, 75

naturalization
circuit court, 236

county court, 131, 236

to old age assistance files, 318
plaint iff-defendant

circuit court, 196

county court, 95

to probate files, 139

to records required to be

kept, 78_, 8£, 91_, 104,
115 , 130 , 131

to special assessments
files, 110
records, 112

stillbirth, 38

Indian Creek, 4_

drainage district records,
140C1, 316

Indiana
map of, 287

state of, 5

Indictment, criminal
original, 193

records, 197, 199, 203

Indigent persons, care of, 68, 70

Inheritance tax
docket, 183
receipts, 177

index to, 107
record, 285
reports, 138

Inquests
evidence and testimony on, 27

procedure in, 27, 27n , 145

record of inquest, 145

transcripts, coroner's, 229

Inquisition, writs of, 100, 106





Subject Index
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(Ins-Jud)

Insanity
See also Conservator
conmission reports, 100
docket, 119

fee books, 124, 184
findings and orders

in, 101, 102
jurisdiction in, 99

jury warrants, 271

papers, 100
record, 96, 101, 161

trial by commission,
101, 102, 161

Insolvency records
estate, 140B1, 142
of persons, 113

Institute
fees, register of

superintendent of
schools, 292

treasurer's, 269, 279

flands, see Fund
Instructions to jury,

see Jury
Instruments required

to be kept by re-
corder, 31_, 90, 91

Insurance policies on
county property, 15, 248

Intention, declaration of,

see Naturalization
Internal improvements Act, 12

Inventory
of estates, record, 163

administrators', 138,

143, 163, 167

conservators', 138, 143,

158, 160, 164-167

executors', 138, 143,

163, 167

guardians', 138, 143,

155, 164, 167

Investigation reports
in .dependent and

delinquent children's
cases, 103

old age assistance, 321

Jackson, General Andrew, 6_

Jacksonville, city of,

5_, 6, £, 11, 12,

13, 15

Jacksonville, city of (continued)
assessments

abstracts of, personal
property, 262

special, petitions for, 109

maps, 91, 93, 288, 290

Jacksonville as county seat, 6_

Jacksonville election pre-
cinct, 8

Jacksonville Female Academy,

13 , 14

Jail
See also Prisoners
construction of, 10

custody of, 33, 1??
description of, 56

Jenity, Elisha, 13

Joint-tenancy deeds, 68, 72

Jones, John T., 14, 189
Judge

circuit, 2_1, 22_, 126 , 127 , 128

county
election of, 23_, 9^, 98

as justices of the peace, 23

oath, 97

roster, 46, 47

salary, 66, 97, 98

term of office, 66_, 97_, 98

dockets
circuit court, 216, 217

index to, 212, 218

county court, 114-116
probate court, 179

of election
appointments of, 18, 68, 102

bonds of, 65B5
probate

appointment of, 22, 112

county judgo, ex-officio,

£i' ill
duties of, 25

records kopt by, legis-
lation concerning, 38

roster, 46
Judgment

dockets
circuit court, 219

county court, 117
probate court, 178

executions of
record, 201

writs, 200





Subject Index
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(Jud-Led)

Judgment (continued)
record of claims,

probate, 178

sale, redemption, and
forfeiture record, 30

tax - record, 30, 51

transcripts of, from
justice of peace, 209

and foreign courts, 210

Judicial circuits, _22_, £4
Judicial system in

county, 21-24

Jurors
challenges to panel

of, 189

certificates, see Jury
register of, grand

and petit, 231

Jury
certificates, cor-

oner's 272

coroner's, 27, 145

instructions to, 94,

189, 191, 193

lists, 1, 19, 65A5

kept by county
clerk, 80

records, keeping of, 151

selection of, 18, 68, 70

summonses, 65C4, 129

venires, 65C4, 129,

189, 191, 193

verdicts, _27, 94, 189, 193

warrants, 4, 270, 271

Justice, administration
of, 21-24

Justice, associate, roster
of, 47

Justice of the peace
appeals from, 22, 24

appointment, 21, 22

bonds, 62, 63, 65B5
statutory require-

ments governing,

chattel mortgage rec-
ords, 68, 74, 79,

complaints before, 193

county judge as, £3_

docket^ 122

early administrative
officer, r7. £6

election of, 22

basis of population, 23

79

80

Justice of the peace (continued)
jurisdiction of, 25, 24

to keep records, 25

oath, 79

probate
duties of, 2_5, 99, 114

election of, 25_, 112

term of office, 112

reports, 65C2
term of office, 66

transcripts, 209, 210

Juvenile
See als o Adoption; Minors;

Pension, mothers'
cases, procedure in, 99-101

delinquency
files, 94, 103

index to (103), 104, 107

jurisdiction in, 99

records, 96, 105
dependency

files, 94, 103

index to (103), 104, 107

jurisdiction in, 99, 100

records, 96, 105

feeble-minded children
documents, 94, 106

index to (106), 107
probation officer, see

Probation

Kellogg, Elisha, _4

Kellogg, Seymour, 4, 8

Kirby, Yfilliam, 13

Klein, Joseph, _6

Knox College, 14

Land
See also Lots; Real estate
patents, 26

sale of

for debts, 205
school, 295
for taxes, 26, 50-32

school, sale of, £8, _29, 160

swamp, seo Swamp
taxes on, see Tax

Leases
gas, 87

oil, 87

Ledger
See also Cash book
county clerk's, 11

county home, 324
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Subject Index (Loi-Mor)

Lcilo, Daniel, 6

Letters of appointment
in probate, see under

title of appointoo
Levee
See also Drainage;

Swamp land
district records.

Coon Run, 140C2, 317
Levy

Sec also Tax
certificates of, 81-84

License
See also Certificate
dog

fund
claims against, 283
record, 282
tag record, 22, 256

forry, 65B3
issuing of, 79

marriage, 44
applications for, 48

index to, records, 43
issuing of, 78

povror to grant, 67_, 68

professional, sec under
name of profession

to soil real estate in
trusteeship, 195

tavern, issuing of, 79

Liob, Daniel, 7, 8

Liens
See also Mortgages
on chattels, 89
on gets, 79

mcchcn ic's
claims for, 206

docket, 225
on real estate, enforce-

ment of, 205
Lighting, special assess-

ments for, 109

Lindsoy, Allen Q., 9

Litcrborry olection precinct, 8

Lots
See also Land; Real estate
sold for taxes, 26, 30-33

Lunacy, see Insanity
Lusk, John T,, 6_

Lynnvillo olection precinct, 8_

Mac Murray Collcgo, 14

Macoupin County, 4, 6, 7

Madison County, 6_

Magistrates' bonds, 65B5
Maps
See also Plats
Illinois and Indiana, 287
Jacksonville, city of, 288, 290
Morgan County, 291
recordation of, 31

index to, 91

United States, 289
Marine, burial certificates

of, 42
Markham election precinct, 8

Marks and brands, record of, 60
Marriage, see Vital statistics
Master-in-chancery

certificates of sale, 82

deeds, 68, 70
Maternity record, county

nurse's, 328
Mauvaisterre Creek, 4_, 5_, 5n
Mechanic's lien

claims for, 206
docket, 225

Meredosia election precinct, 8

Meredosia Lake, 4
Meredosia, village of, 12, 13

Metcalf, D. P., 11
Miller, Ebenezer I., 10
Minors
See also Guardian; Juvenile
naturalization of, 133, 135, 242

Minutes
See also Proceedings
board of county commissioners, 1

board of reviev/, 259
school board, non-high, 297, 299
teachers' association, 305

Mississippi Valley, 12

Mittimus writs, 248
Morgan City, 13

Morgan County
agriculture in, 11_

area, 7_

boundaries, 4, 5n
changes in, 6, 7_, 7n

election precincts in, 8

establishment, 4_, 5_

farms in, number of, 15

first election, 6

first settlers in, 4, 5_

governmental organization, 16-40
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Subject Index (Mor-Oat)

Morgan County (continued)
historical sketch, 4-15
included in other

counties, 5, 6

industries in, 11 ""

location, 4

map, 291
""

origin of name, 5

plat book, 92

political importance of, 11

population, 5, 11, 15

railroads in, 12, 13

settlements of, 4,"^"

tovmship form of government
election contests for, 8

legislation concerning,

8 , 17_, 66_, 98

townships in, 7

Morgan, General Daniel, 5_

Mortgage
See also Foreclosure; Liens
chattel

justice of the peace,
74, 79, 80

record, 74, 79

releases, 86

uncalled for, 86

unrecorded, 78

entry book, 66

real estate
assigmnents of, 68, 74, 77

index, 75

record, 68, 74

recording of, 91

releases, 68, 74, 86

marginal, index to, 76

uncalled for, 86

Mortgagor-mortgagee index, 75

Mosquito abatement districts,
organization of, 35

Mothers' pension, see Pension
Motions for new trial (cir-

cuit court), 189
Motor fuel tax

allotment record, 274, 281
orders, register of, 7

Mount Sterling, city of, 13

J^rrayville election precinct, 8_

Murrayville township, 7_

Names of farms. Register, 88
Naples, town of, 11

Naturalization
certificates (final papers)

circuit court, 237, 239-242

index to, 236

county court, 130, 133-135
index to, 131, 236

declaration of intention
circuit court, 237, 238
county court, 130, 132

docket, 211

jurisdiction over, 21,

23, 99, 126
loss of, by county

court, 24

minors', 133, 135, 239, 242

oaths
circuit court, 237, 242
county court, 130, 134

petitions
circuit court, 237, 239, 242
county court, 130, 133-135

records required to be
kept, 104, 131

soldiers', 135, 239, 242
New York Emigration Society, 5

New York, State of , 5_
""

Nixon, George, 5_

Non-high- school, see School
Northern Cross, 12, 13

Nortonville election precinct, 8

Nortonville township, 7

Notary public records, kept
by county clerk, 79

Notices
estray, 65B3
publication of

in drainage proceedings,
315-317

in probate proceedings, 138
Niirse

certificates, 56

county, see County nurse

Oath
citizenship, see Naturalization
of county officers, see

Officers, county
entered by county clerk, 79

kept by circuit clerk, 135~

of probate appointees, see

under title of appointee
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Subject Index (OtJ-Pea)

Objections
to nominations, see Nomin-

ations \inder ELectioit

to taxes, see Complaints
\inder tax

Officer
county

accovmts, examination of, 69

appointments, "bonds,

and oaths, 1

commissions, 49

fees from, treasurer's
record of, 286

oaths, 79, 90
register of, 49
reports to 'board of com^

missioners, 1, 17, 65A4
probation, see Probation
road, election papers of, 61

roster of, 43-52
school, list of, 304

Offices, county
location and description

of, 53-^
Official bond record, 63
Officials

county
appointment of, 65B3, 65B5
and commissions, 65B3

bonds and oaths, 65B5
Ohio, State of, 5

Oil leases, 87
""

Old age assistance
See also Pensions; Pub-

lic welfare; Relief
administration of, 36

applications for, 319

case histories, 320-322
index to, 318

correspondence, 323
information sheets, 320, 322
investigation reports, 320
office, location and des-

cription of, 57

Olmstead' s Mounds, 6^

Optometry register, 51, 57

Orders
county
See also Vouchers; Warrants
bounty, wolf, 273
cancelled, 8

countersigned, 270

Orders
county (continued)
hi^way, 270, 274
motor fuel tax, 7

against non-high-school
fund, 273

pension
blind, 3, 5, 6, 270, 276

mothers', 3, 6, 270, 276
for poor relief, 277
register of

county clerk's, 71, 80
motor fuel tax, 7

treasurer's, 270, 273
tuberculosis sanatorium,

270, 275

state's attorney's, 270, 274
court
See also Decree
chancery, 191
common law, 94, 189
criminal, 94, 193
in delinquency and depends

oncy cases, 94, 103

in drainage proceedings, 315

in foeblo-^indcd cases,

94, 106

in mothers' pension cases, 128

in probation, 234
of reversal, in chancery

cases, 191

in sale of school lands, 295

Ordinances
city and village, 87

for local improvements, 108
Organization

of drainage district, 34, 170

of mosquito abatement dis-
tricts, 35

of sanitary districts, 34

Osteopaths' register, 50

Pankey Pond, petitions for
condemnation of, 108

Park
plats of, 92
special assessments for, 109

Partition of real estate, 205
Patent documents (inventions),

65B3
Patents, land, 26

Peace bonds, 233





- 204 -

Subject Index (Pen-Pie)

Penal vouchers (sheriff's), 248

Pensions
See also Old age assistance?

Public welfarej Relief
blind

accounts, 267-269, 284

applications for, 10, 37_

appropriations, 36

orders
county clerk's, 3, 5, 6

treasurer's, 270, 276

record, 1, 5

register, 284

mothers'
See also Juvenile
accounts, 267-269, 284

applications for, 101 , 128

investigation of, 57

fund, source of, 102
jurisdiction in, by

county court, 37 ^ 101

orders
county clerk's, 3, 6

court, 128

treasurers', 270, 276

petitions for, 128
probation officer, see

Probation
register, 284

reports, investigator's, 128

teachers', Illinois state, 309

People's cases
See also Criminal under Cir-

cuit court. County court
state's attorney to pros-

ecute, 26

Personal property
See also Chattel
abatement record, 266

assessments of, sec Tax
of estates, sec Estate
sale of, see Sale

taxes, soo Tax
Petit Jury, soo Jury
Petitions

for adoption, 98

for appointments in
probate, see undor
title of appointee

for changes in school
districts, 25, 65B1

to circuit court, 191

Petitions (continued)
for citizenship, soo

Naturalization
in delinquency and depend-

ency cases, 103, 106

in drainage proceedings,
34, 170, 315-317

election, candidates' , 61, 65B4

for enforcomcnt of lions, 205

for local improvomonts,

108, 109

for mothers' pension, 128

for organization
of drainage districts,

3£, 170

of mosquito abatement
districts, 35_

of sanitary districts, 34

road, 32_

improvements, 16

for salo
of real estate for debts, 205

of school lands, 295

for separation of real estate, 205

for special assessments,
108, 109, 111

trustees' (estates), 162

for vn'it of inquisition, 100

Physicians
certificates (licenses), 51

orders to county nurse, 330
register, 50

Pike County, 4_

Pisgalo election precinct, 8_

Plaintiff-dofondant index
circuit court, 196

county court (files), 95

Plans for improvements in
Jacksonville, 109

Plat
See also Maps
book, Morgan County, 92

of Jacksonville, 91, 93, 109

recordation of, 31^

road, 16

of school
district, 25

lands sold, 295

of streets, 87
Pleas

chancery, 191

common law, 94, 189
criminal, 94, 193
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Subject Index (Pol-Pro)

Police magistrates' bonds, 65B5
Poll books, see Election
Poor
See also County home; Pub-

lic welfare; Relief
care of, 11

farm, superintendent's
reports to county-

board, 17, 65A4
relief orders, register

of, 277
Poorhouse

construction of, 11
county board to establish, 68
first overseer, 11

Power of attorney, documents, 87
Praecipe for record (cir-

cuit court), 189, 208

Prentice election precinct, 8

Prickett, Abraham, 6

Primary elections, see
Election

Prisoners, county
discharge of, see Probation
receipts for, 207
register, 245

keeping of, 143
Private sale, see Sale
Probate

appeals to circuit court, 126

court
See also Administrator;

Conservator; Es-
tate; Executor;

Guardian; Wills
clerk of

cash books, 136, 187
county clerk, ex-

officio, 25_, 114
duties of, 114
office, location and

description, 54
records kept by, 115,

138-187
dockets

claim and judgment, 178

estate, 180
of sottlomonts due,

180, 182
judge's, 179

establishment of, 22, 112

Probate
court (continued)

files, 138

index to, 139

of original documents
to bo kept, 115

judge of, 22_, 98, 112
jurisdiction and functions

of, 112-115
population requirement

for, 23

record, 140
insolvency, 140B1, 142
required to bo kept, 115

reports to, 115

rules of procedure, 65D1
jurisdiction

in circuit court, 99

in county commissioners'
court, _22, 25_

in county court, 23, 99, 115

justices of the peace,

23_, 25_

roster of, 46

of wills, 141

Probation
officers

adult
appointment, 128

bond, 128

compensation of, 129
duties of, 128 , 129
files of, 234

records, 96

required to be kept, 129
reports, 129

juvonile
appointment of, 100

compensation, 100

delinquent and dependent
cases, 235

functions of, 100, 101
mothers' pension

appointment, 37 , 101

compensation, 101

duties and powers of,

101 , 102

reports to county court, 101
Proceedings
See also Minutes
board of county commissioners, 1
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Subject Index (Pro-Rec)

Proceedings (continued)
board of review, 258
of courts
See also Records, under

name of specific court
required to be kept,

104 , 115 , 130

in feeble-ninded cases, 96

dockets of, 114, 120

Morgan County teachers'
associations', 305

Proof
of death, 153

of heirship, 143

Public assistance, see

Public welfare
Public health, see Health
Public sale, see Sale
Public welfare
See also County home?

Feeble-minded; Ju-

venile; Old age as-
sistance; Pensions;

Poor; Relief
administration of, 14, 15, 36

county department of
composition of, 172

establishment of, 171
functions, 172

office, location and
description of, 57

records, kept by, 172
,

318-323
relation to state wel-

fare department, 36, 172

county superintendent
appointed by county

board, _36, 172

duties and powers, 36, 172

Public VJ'orks and Build-
ings. Department of,

succeeding State High-
way Department, 32

Publication
certificates of, 65C5
of notices

in drainage proceedings,
315-317

in probate proceedings, 138

waivers of, 248
Pupils

exeimination records, 306
term reports, 313

tuition reports, 300

Purchase, certificates of, 34
for sv/anp lands, issued by

drainage commissioners, 33

Quincy, city of, 13

QTiitclaim deeds, 68, 72, 86, 87

Railroad
taxes, see Tax
valuations, 23

Rates, docket of, 20
Real estate
See also Land; Lots
assessment of, see Tax
deeds, see Deeds
of estates, see Estate
mortgages, see Mortgage
records, 198, 205
sale of, see Sale
taxes on, see Tax

Receipts
attorneys', for court papers, 137
inheritance tax, 177
for prisoners, 207
for redemption of forfeited

property, 65B1
state auditor's, 248
tax, see Tax

Receipts and expenditures
See also Accounts; Fees; Funds
county clerk's, 136
county home, ledger of, 324
county officers', reports,

17, 65A4
motor fuel tax, 281
non-high school, 296, 297
probate clerk's, 136, 187
sheriff's, 246
treasurer'

s

county
register of, 267-269

township
reports of, 307

Receivers' bonds, 232
Receivership, documents in, 87
Recognizance

bonds, 94, 126, 127, 232, 248
records

circuit court, 204
county court, 96

Recorder
appointed by Governor, 31, _90

bond, 90

circuit clerk ex-officio, 31, 90
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Recorder (continued)
deputies, £0
duties of, 31, 90, 91
election, 31, 90
establishment of office, 31
fees, 226
office, location and

description, 53, 55
population requirements

for, 31, 90
records, 56—93

required to bo kept
by, 90-92

roster, 45, 46

term of office, 90
Records

destroyed by fire, 9_, 58

housing, care, and ac-
cessibility of, 53-58

legislation concerning,

37-^
Redemption

certificates, 84
sheriff's, 81, 83

receipts in (of for-
feited property), 65B1

records, 30

Rogistraxs of births
and deaths

accounts with, 64, 273
fees paid to, 36

functions of, 36

Release
of assignments in estates, 138
deeds, 68, 69

mortgage, 74, 86

marginal, 68, 74
index to, 76

Relief
See also County home;

Feeble-minded; In-
sanity; Juvenile; Old
age assistance; Pensions;

Poor; Public welfare
blind, applications for, 10
emergency, funds, 278
unemployment, sec Energency

above
work, see Emergency above

Relinquishment, widows' , see
Widow

Repair of county buildings,
contracts for, 13

Replevin bonds, 126

Replications, circuit courts, 189

Reporter, circuit coiirt,

appointment of, 1^
Resolutions
board of county commis-

missioners, 1, 2, 65A1, 248

for issuing bonds in school
districts, 25

Retiarns, election, see Election
Revenue book, county, 28

Review, board of
coinplaint docket, 260
county board, ex-officio,

20, 151
duties and powers of, 20 , 151

minutes, 259

proceedings, 258

records, 258-260
Revolutionary Wax, 5

Right-of-way dedications,
13, 68, 70

Road
See also Bridges; Highway
appropriations for, 18 , 70

clerk bonds, 62, 65B5
commissioners' reports

to county board, 17

dedications, 13, 68, 70

districts
establishment of, 12, 32, 166

mimber of, 12, 15

si;5iorvi3ors

appointment of, 32, 166

duties of, 32, 166 , 167

officers, election papers of, 61

plats, 16
public, authority over, 32,

68, 166
records, 16

supervision of, 32, 166

turnpike, authority over, 68

viewers' reports, 18, 32
Rockwell, Dennis, 8^, 9_

Roc, Isaac Port, 5^

Roodhouso township, _7

Rubicon township, 7.

Sailors' burial certificates, 42
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248

171

Saint Clair County, 6_

Sale
"bills, 86, 167

certificates of, 84

master 's, 82

sheriff's, 81, 83,

of personal property
"bonds for, 145

private, 167, 170,

putlic, 167, 170

of real estate, 167

"bonds for, 146

for de"bts, decrees and
petitions for, 198, 205

recording of, _91, 115

of school lands, 295

tax, soe Delinquent under Tax

Sanatorium, see Sanitarium

Sandy Creek, 4_

Sangamon County, 4, &

Sanganon River, 4, 5n

Sanitarium, county tuberculosis
"board of directors

appointment of, 177

duties and functions, 178

reports to county "board, 179

term of office, 177

esta"blishment of, 177

rules governing, 179

fund, tax levy for, 177

location and description,
54, 57

management of, 177

orders, register of, 270, 275

records, 332-338

Schedules, tax, sec Tax

School
"buildings, inspection

of, 31, _
commissioner

as agent for sale of

school lands, 29, 160
appointment of, 29, 160
duties and powers, 29, 160
election, 29 , 161

ex-officio superintend-
ent of schools, 29 , 30, 161

reports, 295
to co\inty commissioners'

court, 68_, 160
roster of, _51_

term of office, 161

33

School (continued)
co^jnty superintendent of

accoiants of school funds, 294

creation of office, 29, 161

duties and powers, 30,

33, 161^, 152

election of, 29n, 30, 161

files, 313
office, description axid

location of, 56_

records kept "by, 292-313

legislation concern-
ing, 38

reports to

county board, 17, 30, 161

state, 161 , 308

township trustees', 307

roster, 51

school commissioner early
ex-officio, 29, 30, 151_

term of office, 161

districts
establishment of, legis-

lation concerning, 28^

petitions to change, 25

plats of, 25

examinations, see Pupils

fund
See also Fund
derived from school Isuid, 28

high
conmunity and township,

organization of, 310

report, 311

information, 25, 65B1

institute
fees, 162, 269, 279, 292

fund, see Fund

lands
control of, 68_

legislation concerning, 28

majiagement of, 29

sale of, 295
legislation concerning, 29

non-high
claims for tuition, 298

fund, see Fund

receipts and expenditures,
295, 297

school board, minutes of

oootings, 299

officers, list of, 304
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School (continued)
pupils, see Pupils
state aid, claims for, 293
state's inspection of, 30

si5)ervision of, IB, 28-50,
160-162

teachers, see Teachers
treasurers'
accounts of receipts and

dishursements, 307
"bonds, 312

trustees, see Trustees
tuition for pupils, see Pupils

Scott County, 4, 6_

Scottsville township, _7

Selhy, Paul, 14 "^

Selection, widows' , see Widow
Settlement records

of estates, see Estates
tax, see Tax

Sewage disposal assess-
ments, 109

Sheep claims, 283
Sheriff
acting as treasurer, 149
bonds, 62, 141

cash "book, 246
certificates

of foreclosure, 83
of indebtedness, 83
of levy, 81-83
of redemption, 81, 83
of sale, 81, 83

custodian of courthouse
and jail, 33, 142

daily record, 247
deeds, 58, 71

deputy
appointment of, 25 , 141

bonds of, 248
compensation of, 141

documents, 248
duties and powers of, 25 ,

28, 141, 142
election of, 25, 141
execution docket, 243
ex-officio covin ty col-

lector, 20, 152
office, description and

location of, 55

records, 243-248
to be kept, 142 . 143

register of prisoners, 245

Sheriff (continued)
reports to county board, 17

roster of, 47, 48

service record, 244
term of office, 141

Sinclair election precinct, _8

Soldiers
burial certificates, 42, 65B2
discharge records, 85
recording of, 91_

enlistment records, 58, 85
naturalization, 135, 242

Sparrow boimty certificates, 270
Special assessments, see

Assessments under Tax
Special elections; see Election
Specifications for local im-

provements, 109

Springfield, 13
Stallion certificates

register, 90
renewal of, 90

State, see under name of state
State aid

fund, see Fund
for schools, claims for, 293

State auditor' s receipts, 248

State Department of Public
Health, see Health

State Highway Department,
succeeded by Department

of Public Works and
Buildings, 32

State hospital, superintend-
ent of, reports

to county board, 17

State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction, 14

State' s attorney
appointment and election

of, 27, 146

bond, 146
claims against county, 65A2
duties and powers of, £6, 147 , 148

files, 94, 193, 251
office, description and lo-

cation, _56

orders, record of, 270, 274
record, 230
report to county board, 17

roster, 49

salary, 146
term of office, 146





- 210 -

Subject Index (Sti-Tarc)

Stillbirths, see Vital
statistics

Stipulations, circuit
court, 189, 191

Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 14_

Street improvements, special
assessment for, 109

Sturtevant, Julian H, , 13

Subpoenas
circuit court, 189, 191, 193

county court, 94

Suits in chancery, 191

Summonses
circuit court, 189, 191, 193

county court, 94

jury, 65C4, 129

Superintendent
county hone, see County home
of highways, county,

see Highway
of poor farm, reports

to county board, 17

of public we Ifare, county
see Public welfare

of schools, county,
see School

of state hospital's re-
ports to county board, 17

Supervisors, Countj'- board
of, see Commissioners,

County board, of

Surveyor
county
appointed by county board,

51,^ 168, 169

duties and powers of,

31 , 33, 169

election, 31, 169

oath, 169

office, 53_

to plat swamp lands, 33_

record, 169, 314
legislation concerning, 38_

roster of, 52

term of office, 169

road, reports of, 32

Surveys of public improve-
ments, 109

Svfamp lands
deeds to, issued by drain-

age commissioners, 33_

legislation concerning, 33

Swamp lands (continued)
plats, 33

sale of, use of funds from, 33

Swimming pools, control of, 35

Swine rton, G., 6_

Sydney, village of, 13

Tavern
control of, 35

licenses, issuing of, 79

Tax
abatement list, 266
abstract of, 252

assessments
abstracts of, 261-264
personal property, 22

real estate (lands and
lots), 22, 76, 257

special
drainage

files, 315
records, 316, 317

files, 109

index to

files, 110
records, 112

for local improvements,
record, 96, 111

rolls, 109

assessor's books (lists of
taxable property), 22, 257

collections in county, 12,

20, 21, 77_

collector's
books (lists of taxable

property), 27

abstract of footings, 27, 29

settlement record, 265

complaints, 259

docket of, 259, 260

method of handling, 20 , 76

corporation, 252

deeds, affidavits for, 34, 65B1
delinquent
forfeiture for, 30
judgment, 30, 31

sale, redemption, and
forfeiture record, 50

list, 65B1, 248, 266

redemption record, 30

salo for, 26, 30-33
certificates of, 65B1
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Tax (continued)
docket of rates and

amounts wanted, 1, 20

equalization, 20, 76, 150
inheritance, see Inheritance
levies, 65B1
lists, 65B1
motor fuel, see Motor fuel
pov;er to regulate and im-

pose, 2^, 67, 68
public health, 34, 35
railroad
books (lists of tax-

able property), 23

schedules, 65E, 253
rate book, 21
receipts

collector's, 65F
for redemption of per-

sonal property, 65B1
revenue from, 28

sale certificates (can-

celled), 65B1
schedules

railroad, 65E, 253
telegraph and tele*^

phone, 65E, 254
settlement, 152 , 265
summary of, 252

telegraph and tele-
phone book (lists
of taxable proper-

ty), 24, 255
valuation book, 21
wanted, docket of, 1, 20

Taxable procedure, 19 ,

20, 76, r7

Teachers
applications, 301
association, proceed-

ings, 305
certificates, 30, 30n, 303

employed, list of, 304
examinations, 30, 3On
Illinois state - pension

and retirement fund, 309
permanent record, 302

Teball township, 7

Telegraph and telephone
tax book, see T&x

Testamentary trusteeship,
record, 162

Thoreau, Henry David, 14

Township
in county, 7

high schools, organization of, 310
officers, see Officers
plan of government

elections for, 8

legislation con'cerning, 8,

r7, _66, 98

plats of, 16

records, 16

treasurers, see Treasurer
trustees, see Trustees

Transcripts
coroner's, 229

of evidence, 94, 193
of judgment for executions, 209
justice of the peace, records, 210

Treasurer
county

accounts with county funds, 273
appointment of, 19, 154
bonds, 62, 155
cash book, 269
disbursements, register of,

268, 269
duties and powers of, 19,

_21, 155
election of, 155

ex-officio assessor, 19, 149
office
abolishment of, 154
creation of, 154
description and location

of, _53, _56

term of, 155
receipts, register of, 267, 269
records, 155 , 267-291

of county orders, 270, 274
of fees received from

county officers, 286
legislation concerning, 38

reports to county board, 17
required to be made, 21

roster of, 50, 51
drainage district, covmty

treasurer e!x.-officio,

sheriff, ex-officio, 154
township (school)

accounts of receipts and
disbursements,

bonds, 312
election of, 161

170

307
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Trutmcy, soc Juvenile

j

Probcition

True bills, see Indictment
Trust funds, see Fund
Trustee
bonds, 126, 232
of cemetery associa-

tions, reports, 125
of estates, papers, 191, 195
school
appointment of, 29, 29n
duties of, 28_, 29

election of, 28_, 29, 161
reports, 307

supervision of educa-
tion, 29_, 30

testamentary, record, 162
Tuberculosis sanitarium,

see Sanitarium
Turner, Asa, 13

United States, map of, 289

Unemployment relief, see

Emergency under Relief

Valuation of property,
soc Tax

Venires, see Jury
Verdicts, see Jury
Veterans, see Soldiers
Veterinarians

certificates (licenses),
record, 54

Village ordinances, 87
Vital statistics

births
See also Accounts
certificates, 36

index, 35

record, 37

reporting of, 36, 77

burial certificates of

soldiers, sailors
and marines, 42

deaths
See also Accounts
certificates, 39, 250
index, 38

record, 40

reports required to

be made, 36, 77

Vital statistics (continued)
marriage

licenses, 44
applications for, 48

record, 45

index to, 43
register, 46

index to, 47

reports required to be made, 78
registration

procedure, 35^, 36, 77_, 78

road district clerk's duties
in keeping of, 35, 78

stillbirth
certificates, 39

register, 41

index to, 38

reports required to be
made, 36, 77

Votes, see Election
Vouchers
See also Orders, county

j

Warrants
penal (completed), 248

Wabash Railroad, 13

Walnut Creek, 4_

Warrants
anticipation, notations of, 273

appraisers', 153, 168

for arrest, 193

county
See also Orders, county;

Vouchors
register of, 1, 3

stubs, 9

jury, 4, 270, 271
work relief, 278

Warranty deeds, 68, 72, 86

Waverly election precinct, 8

Waverly to-wnship, 7_

Widows' relinquishment and
selection record, 169

recording of, 115

Will
See also Administrator; Es-

tate; Executor; Pro-
bate court

annexed, see Administrator
original, 65D3, 143

not probated, 65D3
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Will (continued)
probate of, 141
record, 144
recording of, 115

Willow Creek, 4
Wilson, Charles R,, 11

Witness
affidavits, 271

in blind relief
cases, 10

fees, 3, 123, 226
Wolf boimties, 273
Woodson election pre-

cinct, 8_

Work relief, see Emer-
gency under Relief

Workhouse, county empowered
to build, ^

Wrights township, _7

Writs
in circuit court, 193
in county court, 94
in dependent children' s cases, 103

of execution, 200
habeas corpus, 189, 191

of inquisition for insanity,
100, 106

sheriff's, 248

Yale University, 13
Yates, Richard, 13
York, William, 10
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