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Irish County Maps Showing
the Locations of Churches

Because the Irish government did not begin rec-

ording births or christenings, marriages, and burials

for all Irishmen until 1864,' the major sources for

these vital records are kept by the different churches

in Ireland.

Before using church records, however, the re-

searcher must be able to answer these two questions:

1. What churches were located in or near my ances-

tors' localities?

2. How do I locate their records for research?

The purpose of this paper is to help researchers

identify the churches in the area where their ances-

tors lived.

Civil parishes are areas of local government ad-

ministration, the names and boundaries of which
seldom correspond to the parish boundaries of the

churches in the area. It is often easy to determine

the name of a civil parish, as explained in step one

below. However, the task of determining which
churches existed in an area is more complicated.

These maps simplify the task somewhat. Following

is a brief explanation of how to use these maps along

with details of how to locate the church records of

the various denominations. The explanation con-

tains book and film numbers of the Genealogical

Department Library. The numbers, however, will be

of little value for those researchers not living near

the main library or one of its branches.

How to Use These Maps
Step 1: Determine the name of the civil parish (an

area of local government administration, not church
jurisdiction) and county for the town or place where
your ancestor lived by locating it in the following

topographical reference book:

Alphabetical Index to the Towns and Towniands
of Ireland (Dublin: Alexander Thom and Co., 1877;

available on film 476,999 item 2 or book Ref. 941.5

X2ci)." This book, taken from the 1871 census, con-

tains several separate indexes. The first is the separ-

ate "Index of Towniands," which is the major por-

tion of the book. If you do not find your locality in

this index, check next in the "Index of Parishes." If

that fails, check under all possible spelling vari-

ations.

Step 2: Look at the alphabetical listing of civil

'The civil registration of non-Catholic marriages began in 1845.

parishes following the appropriate county map in

this research guide. Coordinates are given for the

location of each civil parish on the map.

Each of the counties of Cork and Tipperary have

several maps but only one listing of parishes. On
the listing and appearing in the first section of the

map grid column for County Cork are letters refer-

ring the reader to the correct map. These letters are:

E—Refers to the east Cork map
M—Refers to the middle Cork map
W—Refers to the west Cork map

The dividing of the maps into east, middle, and
west portions were done only for this paper and do

not represent actual political divisions of Cork.

The same is true of County Tipperary, which for

this paper has been arbitrarily divided into north

and south sections.

Step 3: Locate your civil parish on the map using

the coordinates found in step two. Letters such as

R or E appear in the locations within the civil parish

boundaries where a church was located. A key,

which explains what denomination each letter re-

presents, appears on the map.

Step 4: To find the exact names of the churches on

the map that apply to your problem, refer to the

alphabetical listing of civil parishes. In addition to

the names of the churches, an attempt has been made
to determine dates of known records for Church of

Ireland and Catholic records. No dates are given for

other denominations because of a lack of reliable

source materials. Generally speaking, few Presby-

terian registers begin before 1819, and Methodist

registers usually do not begin before 1816. Further

details are given in the accompanying explanations

on each denomination.

Note: When more than one church of the same

denomination exists within a civil parish, they are

listed as they appear within the parish from left to

right, beginning at the top and working toward the

bottom of each parish. Blank spaces indicate that

there was no entry for that place and denomination

in Thom's 1853 Directory. The name of a church is

sometimes followed in the listings by a number in

parentheses (Ballyeaston [2]). This indicates the

number of churches of the same denomination in

that place.

^The General Topogruphical Index to the TownJand.s and Towns of Ireland (issued with the 1901 census of Ireland, House
of Commons sessional papers, 1904) can also be used to determine civil parish boundaries. This is on film 865,092. It has also

been reprinted in microfiche format by Irish Microforms Ltd, Dublin, Ireland.



Notes on the Compilation of Maps

These maps were compiled by using the various

churches listed in Thorn's Irish Almanac and Offi-

cial Directory for 1853 (DuJDlin: Alexander Thom,

1853; 941.5 E4th 1853; film 990,105). The churches

were then plotted on civil parish outline maps based

on the Index to the Town/and Survey (Dublin:

Ordnance Survey Office, 1833; Q 941.5 E7o). As
nearly as possible, the churches have been plotted

in their appropriate locations in relationship to the

civil parish boundaries. No effort has been made to

plot churches that were extinct in 1853 or that were
established after 1853. Thom's 1853 Directory was
used because it was the most readily accessible edi-

tion for the compilers.

These maps should be a significant help to re-

searchers attempting to locate Irish church records.

Any corrections and additions from readers will be

carefully considered for future revisions.



Locating the Churches of

the Various Denominations
Finding Records of the Church of Ireland

From 1560 to 1871 the Anglican Church was the

Irish state religion and, therefore, was called the

Church of Ireland; however, its membership in-

cluded only a minority of the Irish people. For

example, in 1834 only 11 percent of the population

belonged to this church,^ but because it was the state

sponsored religion, entries can be found in the parish

registers for persons of other denominations. This

is especially true of burial registers, because Catho-

lics were often buried in Church of Ireland church-

yards. In any research problem, it is wise to search

the relevant Church of Ireland parish registers re-

gardless of your ancestor's known religious affili-

ations.

The listings accompanying these maps give the

known commencement dates of Church of Ireland

parish registers as they appear in the Twenty-third

Report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records

in Ireland (Dublin: Her Majesty's Stationery Office,

1891; 941.5 A5r 23rd). An astrisk (*) has been placed

by the names of parishes where registers were des-

troyed in the Public Record Office fire of 1922. When
searching for the records of one of these parishes,

determine if a transcript or printed copy was made
of the burned registers before the fire. Such copies

may still be in the hands of the local ministers, local

libraries, or in the two Irish public record offices.

The following suggestions should be followed to

locate Church of Ireland parish registers for a parti-

cular parish:

1. Check the card catalog of the Genealogical Depart-

ment Library of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints or one of its branch libraries to

see if they have copies of the parish registers.

2. One of the Irish public record offices may hold

copies. The Public Record Office of Northern Ire-

land, 66 Balmoral Avenue, Belfast, BT9 6NY,
Northern Ireland, has an extensive collection of

photostatic and microfilm copies of many of the

existing Church of Ireland registers for Northern
Ireland. The Public Record Office of Ireland, Four
Courts, Dublin, 7, Ireland, has a collection of

parish registers and transcripts.

3. It is also possible to write to the minister of a

parish to ask if he would search his parish regis-

ters. Ministers' addresses can be obtained from
Thf; Church of Ireland Directory (Dublin: Univer-

sal Publishing Co., published annually; Ref. 941.5

K22ci 1976).

Finding Roman Catholic Parish Registers of

Christenings, Marriages, and Burials

As of 1834, 81 percent of the Irish people belonged

to the Roman Catholic Church.^ Even though the

Catholics were a majority, the government had long

mounted heavy persecution against them in favor of

the established Church of Ireland. Because of this

heavy persecution, very few Catholic church records

exist before 1800. In 1703 the Penal Laws, forbidding

Catholics to keep registers, were enacted. These laws

were repealed in 1829 to emancipate Catholics. As a

result, most registers commence in the first half of

the nineteenth century. Another result of this intense

persecution is the large number of Catholic entries,

especially burial entries, in the Church of Ireland

parish registers. After 1745 marriage between a

Catholic and a Protestant had to be performed in the

established Church of Ireland to be legal, although

a marriage of two Catholics in a Catholic church

was legal.

In sparsely populated areas, the Catholic ministers

may have traveled periodically to several parishes

on a circuit. The people also may have traveled to

find work or to visit relatives. Therefore, you should

also search the records of nearby parishes in addi-

tion to the ancestral parish. Sometimes a search of

all parishes within a five- to ten-mile radius may be

necessary. If the ancestors lived near a larger town
or city, the records of those places should also be

searched.

The commencement dates given on these listings

are taken from a manuscript list compiled by the

National Library of Ireland when they filmed a large

number of the Catholic Registers (those for the dio-

cese of Dublin were not filmed).' Another source of

commencement dates for some of the registers is in

the published results of a survey made by the Catho-

lic Record Society of Ireland entitled "Parochial

^Donald Harman Akenson. The Cliiirch of Ireland. Ecclcskilical Reform and Revolution. 3800-1885 (New Haven, Ooiiii.: Yale

University Press, 1971). p. 165.

"Akenson, p. 165.

A summary of ttiis list is entitled "List of Roman Calholiu Parishes in Ireland with Registers Commencing Before 1900"

(Ref. 941.5 kzL: film 973.221 item 3: not applicable for those in the dioce.se of Dublin).



Registers" (compiled by Jamus MacCaffrey, Ar-
chivium Hibernicum, vol. 3, 1914, pp. 366-406).

To find the records of the Catholic parishes, the

following suggestions are made:

1. The original Catholic registers are with the local

parish priests, and frequently the priesf will con-

sent to search the registers. Addresses of parish

priests can be obtained from the Irish Catholic

Directory (Dublin: James Duffey and Co., pub-

lished annually; Ref. 941.5 K22c 1972).

2. The National Library of Ireland has microfilmed

many of the Catholic parishes (except for the

diocese of Dublin). These microfilms can only be

searched through the Genealogical Office, Dublin

Castle, Dublin, Eire.

3. A check in the card catalog of the Genealogical

Department Library or one of its branch libraries

should be made for copies of the parish registers.

Finding Records of the Presbyterian Church
and Secession Presbyterian Churches

In 1834, 8 percent of the Irish population was
Presbyterian, with the majority located in the north-

ern province of Ulster where many Scotch (Scottish)

Presbyterians had been transplanted in the early

1600s. At least 50 percent of the counties of Down
and Antrim were Presbyterian in 1834."

The earliest known Presbyterian Church registers,

which are for Antrim, County Antrim, commenced
in 1674. Unfortunately, the majority of the parish

registers do not exist before 1819, when the ministers

were required to keep registers of baptisms and mar-
riages. Until 1844, Presbyterian marriages were not

legally recognized; therefore, for legal reasons (to

maintain inheritance and property rights) many
Presbyterian baptisms and marriages occurred in

the Church of Ireland. In 1845 the government
began the civil registration of Protestant marriages

nationally.

Even though parish registers may not exist for the

desired time period, other uniquely Presbyterian

records may help the researcher. Foremost among
these would be the Session Minute Books, some-
times called the Kirk Session Minutes. These are

minutes of meetings of the elders of each parish,

wherein they discussed new arrivals to the parish,

the births or marriages of congregational members,
candidates for church discipline, and other matters.

Another useful record is the Certificate of Trans-

ference, which is useful for tracing migrations. When
a person moved from one congregation to another,

he often carried a letter or certificate indicating his

good standing in the previous congregation and his

freedom from church censure. Internal controversies

resulted in the "secession" movement in 1746. How-

ever, the group that seceded reunited with the main
group in 1840. Therefore, the congregations listed on
these maps as Presbyterian could include some of

these "secession" congregations who had rejoined

the main body by 1853. The term .sece.ssion, as used
for congregation on these maps, refers to various

Presbyterian groups who had not rejoined the main
movement as of 1853. For further details on the
specific names of these groups refer to Thorn's Irish

Almanac and Official Directory for 1853 (Dublin:

Alexander Thom, 1853; Ref. 941.5 E4th 1853; film

990,105), pp. 486-93.

To find the records of any of the secession or

Presbyterian churches mentioned on this map. the

following suggestions are made:

1. Find the history of the congregation of interest in

one of the following reference books so that you
can determine the establishment date and other

necessary background information:

Rev. W. D. Killen, History of Congregations of the

Presbyterian Church in Ireland and Biographical
Notices of Eminent Presbyterian Ministers and
Laymen (Belfast: James Cleeland, 1886; 941.5 K2ki;

film 908,207). This contains histories on most of

the non-seceding congregations.

Clarke H. Irwin, A History of Presbyterianism in

Dublin and the South and West of Ireland (Lon-

don: Hodder and Stoughton, 1890; 941.5 K2ir; film

824,101). This is excellent for its histories of con-

gregations outside of Ulster province.

Rev. David Steward, The Seceders in Ireland with

Annals of Their Congregations (Belfast: Presby-

terian Historical Society, Church House, 1950;

941.5 K2ste). This is a must for locating informa-

tion on the numerous secession churches.

Rev. James MConnell, Presbyterianism in Belfast

(Belfast: Davidson and M'Cormack, 1912; 941.61/

Bl K2mc). This contains good histories of the

many Belfast congregations.

2. A check in the card catalog of the Genealogical

Department Library or one of its branch libraries

should be made to see if they have copies of the

parish registers.

3. The Public Record Offices in both Belfast and
Dublin may have copies of the desired parish

registers. Their addresses are given in the pre-

ceding explanation on Church of Ireland records.

4. The ministers' addresses can be determined by

checking The Presbyterian Church in Ireland

Directory (Belfast: T. H. Jordan, published an-

nually; Ref 941.5 K22pr).

5. A few registers are deposited with the Presby-

terian Historical Society, Church House, Fisher-

p. 165.



wick Place, Belfast, Northern Ireland. A list of

the registers deposited as of 1962 can be found

in Margaret Dickson Falley's Irish and Scotch-

Irish Ancestral Research, Vol. 1: Repositories to

Records (Evanston, 111.: author, 1962), pp. 403-10.

Finding Wesleyan Methodist and

Primitive Wesleyan Methodist Society Records

The Wesleyan Methodist Societies began in Ire-

land in 1747, but the majority of their members
belonged to the Church of Ireland. The Methodists

did not begin to develop their own churches until

after 1816. A division of the Methodist Society also

occurred in 1816; the Primitive Wesleyan Methodist

Society members retained their belief that they

should attend the established church, and the

Wesleyan Methodists began their own churches and
congregations. From 1816 exist some of the registers

of baptisms for the Wesleyan Methodists. The Prim-

itive Wesleyan Methodists continued with the estab-

lished church until 1878, when they united with the

Wesleyans.

The following suggestions are given for locating

Methodist ancestors:

1. Search all of the nearby church records for your

ancestors. This is the only option for finding

Wesleyan ancestors prior to 1816 and for Primi-

tive Wesleyan ancestors between 1816 and 1878.

2. Obtain advice from the public record offices in

Belfast or Dublin as to the locations of any exist-

ing records. (Addresses of the record offices are

given in the section on Church of Ireland records.)

3. Locations of current Methodist Churches may also

be determined from Thorn's Directory of Ireland,

Vo/ume //: ProfessionaJ Directory (Dublin: Alex
Thom and Co., published annually; 941.5 E4tho
1960 V. 2).

Finding Records of the Society of Friends

(Quakers)

The first Quaker meeting was established in Ire-

land in 1654 at Lurgan in the county of Armagh. Most
of the early members were of English origin, having

come to Ireland during the Commonwealth of Crom-
well (1649-60). Only a very small portion of the Irish

people belonged to the Society of Friends.

The registers of births, marriages, and burials kept

by the Society of Friends are among the best church

records in Ireland, In 1671 the national meeting
recommended that minutes and records be kept. The
earliest known existing registers are those for the

Mountmellick Meeting beginning in 1667; however,

the registers often have many retrospective entries

such as those for Mountmellick where the earliest

entry is for a birth occurring in 1615. Further details

about the records for each congregation appear in

Olive C. Goodbody's Guide to Irish Quaker RecortJs,

1654-1860 (Dublin: Irish Manuscripts Commission,
1967; Ref. 941.5 A2q).

The following suggestions are given for locating

Quaker records:

1. The Genealogical Department Library has micro-

films of transcript copies of the original records

arranged in alphabetical order.

2. Records and indexes for Northern Ireland are at

the Friend's Meeting House, Railway Street, Lis-

burn. County Antrim, Northern Ireland.

3. Records and indexes for Eire are housed at the

Friend's House Library. 6 Eustace Street, Dublin,

Eire.

Finding Records of Baptists and
Congregationalists

(Sometimes Called Independents)

The members of these churches originally came
into Ireland with Cromwell's army in the early 1650s.

Because of religious persecutions and emigrations,

very few records exist for these churches before the

late 1700s. Their membership was very small. Most
of the existing registers are still in the local custody

of the ministers. A listing of some of the present con-

gregations can be found in Thorn's Directory of Ire-

land, Volume //; ProfessionaJ Directory (Dublin:

Alex Thom and Co., published annually; 941,5 E4tho

1960 V. 2).
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Denomination and location of chapel and

starting date of records when known
County Cork
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Denomination and location of chapel and

starting date of records when known
County Kerry
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Denomination and location of chapel and

starting date of records when known
County Limerick
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Denomination and location of chapel and

starting date of records when known
County Tipperary
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Denomination and location of chapel and
starting date of records when known

County Waterford
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