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Read and pass on to another Christian.

"Come noiv and let us reason together,

saith the Lord." Isa. 1:18.
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JEW STILL FIRSTS
GW'j- Prophetic Program

IN my travels throughout the country I occasionally

hear certain objections against giving the gospel

to Israel at the present time and questions concerning

the use of the literary method in accomplishing this

task. Some of God's choicest saints, in my judg-

ment, misunderstand the situation; hence for their

benefit and also for the advancement of the Lord's

cause in the closing days of this dispensation I am
attempting to write this third book of my Jewish

Evangelization Series.

I Objections to Jewish Evangelization

Satan, knowing that his time is short and realizing

^so that Israel is the chosen vessel through whom
God's salvation is destined to flow out to the entire

world, is endeavoring to do his utmost against giv-

ing the gospel to world-Jewry now. In order to

thwart the Jewish missionary enterprise he is foist-

ing upon the minds and hearts of some of God's
people certain unscriptural and illogical objections.

The principal ones I shall notice briefM- rj f\ 1! tl Q



A. The Present Dispensation not thb
Time to Evangelize Jewry

One of the chief objections raised is that the pres-
ent era is not the time to give the gospel to IsraeL
The reason usually assigned for this position is th^P
the Jews have already had their chance. I freely
admit that the Hebrews in the first century did have
their opportunity; that fact, however, does not help
the Jews of the present day. I ate my food yesterday
but it does not suffice for today; neither will my
eating satisfy the hunger of my children. All peo-
ple are lost, apart from salvation through Christ;
therefore every individual should have an oppor-
tunity of accepting the Lord.

But, one continues, God has set Israel aside and
is now taking out of the Gentiles a people for His
name: "Symeon hath rehearsed how first God visited

the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His
name" (Acts 15:14). Yes, God is now calling out
from the Gentiles a people for His name. To get

the force of this position we must examine all pass-

ages bearing upon the subject.

In Romans 1-8 Paul discussed at length God's re-

demptive scheme through the Lord Jesus Christ. In

1:1-3:20 he showed that the entire world is lying

in sin; hence, it is in need of salvation. In the sec-

tion, 3:21-5:11, he set forth graphically salvation

through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In 5:12-8:39,

however, he presented the glorious doctrine of sanc-

tification by the Spirit and the life in Christ.

To the superficial thinker it might appear that

the scheme of redemption thus outlined by Paul ren-

dered null and void the covenant and promises made
by the Lord to Israel; hence in Romans 9-11 the

Apostle anticipated this objection by showing her

status in the past, the present, and the future. In

9:1-29 he set forth graphically God's electing grace

in passing by the Gentile nations and in accepting

Abraham and his descendants as a channel fojj|

world-blessing. In the case of Abraham's immediate

family, the Lord in His sovereignty passed by Ish-

mael and selected Isaac as the chosen seed. In the

case of Esau and Jacob, divine sovereignty chose

Jacob in the succession of the theocratic line. Thus

God's electing, sovereign grace passed by certain ones
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and chose others for the royal lineage. In other

matters, even outside the realm of Israel, the Lord
exercised His sovereignty by debasing certain na-

tions and by raising others to positions of power
and glory. With this program of electing grace dur-

'$, g the centuries of the past, Israel was in perfect

accord and found no objection—while the divine

favor was resting upon her.

In 9:30-10:21 the Apostle showed Israel's pres-

ent status. Notwithstanding her zeal and earnest-

ness for the ordinances of God, she has utterly failed

in fitting into His developing plan. Bound by rit-

ualism, formalism, and tradition, she has been un-

able to keep step with the unfolding of God's pur-

pose of the ages; hence she has rejected the only
source of life—the Lord Jesus Christ who is the

end of the law. The failure is with Israel and not

with God. The glad tidings of salvation have been
preached to her but she has not heeded; hence she

is temporarily set aside.

In the eleventh chapter the Apostle discussed her

future. To him who hastily concludes that God has

arbitrarily and permanently cast Israel aside, Paul
showed the inconsistency of this position. At the

present time, even as in the days of Elijah, God has

His seven thousand in Israel who have not bowed the

knee to Baal; hence now there is a remnant accord-

ing to the election of grace. This fact is a pledge
and a guarantee that the promises of God, as out-

lined to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, have not been
abrogated but are at the present time being held in

abeyance awaiting the time when Israel shall turn

from her traditionalism and unbelief unto the Lord of

glory and receive life anew.

The Lord takes a bad situation and brings good
out of it. He is able to overrule Israel's present

unbelief and disobedience and to make them con-

tribute to world-blessing. Since He can bring good
out of evil, how much greater will be the blessing

^'hen she, the chosen vessel, comes back into line

with the divine plan and accepts His will! The re-

sults to the world that will flow from her accepting

her Messiah are graphically set forth by the Apostle
in the following words: "For if the casting away
of them is the reconciling of the world, what shall

the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?"
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(Rom. 11:14). Thus Israel in fellowship with God
will yet be the channel of world-blessing.

Though the Jews are for the time being disfran-

chised nationally, no one thinks that through an un-

changeable and irrevocable decree every Jew has been

cast off by his God. On the contrary, in ll:l6-2i|
Paul showed that only those who disbelieve are re-

jected:

"And if the first fruit is holy, so is the lump: and if the

root is holy, so are the branches. But if some of the

branches were broken off, and thou, being a wild olive,

wast grafted in among them, and didst become partaker with
them of the root of the fatness of the olive tree glory not

over the branches: but if thou gloriest, it is not thou that

bearest the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say then,

Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in. Well

;

by their unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest

by thy faith. Be not highminded, but fear: for if God
spared not the natural branches, neither will he spare thee.

Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them
that fell, severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou
continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut

off. And they also, if they continue not in their unbelief,

shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again.

For if thou wast cut out of that which is by nature a wild
olive tree and was grafted contrary to nature into a good
olive tree; how much more shall these, which are^the
natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?"

In verse 16 Paul spoke of the present election ac-

cording to grace in terms of the first fruit of the

Jewish ritual and argued therefrom that, since this

believing remnant is holy and acceptable to God, so

the whole nation will be if she will only believe.

This same truth is set forth by the figure of the

tame olive tree. If the root is holy, so are the

branches. The branches here, in the Apostle's think-

ing, refer to the believing remnant at the present

day. By these two illustrations, therefore, the Apostle

showed that at the present time Israel is eligible for

salvation. The sole condition of her election is

"repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord

Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).

I wish the reader to note especially the Apostle's

statement in verse 17 and the first clause of verse

18: "But if some of the branches were broken off,^

and thou, being a wild olive, wast grafted in among

them, and didst become partaker with them of the

root of the fatness of the olive tree; glory not over

the branches." According to these words, which view

the situation from a little different angle, only some



of the branches are broken off and others from a

wild olive are grafted in among the tame ones. In

this verse the Apostle introduced a figure from hus-

bandry. The Hebrew patriarchs are the root and

trunk of the tame olive, whereas the present-day

Israelites constitute the branches. Only the unbe-

lievers are broken off; but among the remaining

branches those from the Gentiles, the wild olive who
believe, are grafted into the tame tree by their faith.

According to this figure, then, the Lord expects both

David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., President of the

Biblical Research Society

Jew and Gentile to be members of His body, the

church. The branches, whether tame or wild, are

grafted into the parent stock by faith. At the be-

ginning of this dispensation all of the branches were
broken off when God concluded every one under

^ sin and required that all who would enjoy His bless-

ings accept the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence, even the

natural branches since that time have to be grafted

into their own stock by faith. In the same manner
the wild branches, Gentiles, are grafted in among
the tame ones by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.



The point especially to be noted is this: the wild

olive branches are grafted in among the tame ones.

How can these tame ones be grafted back into the

stock from which they have been broken except by

the preaching of the gospel? According to the New
Testament, there is no other way. In the light of^
these facts it becomes immediately apparent that

Paul, speaking by inspiration, presupposed that the

gospel would be given to the Jewish nation through-

out the entire dispensation and that they (Jewish
converts) would always stand alongside the Gentiles

in the church. Since all of these statements are true

to fact, the objection that the gospel is not to be

given to Israel at the present time is seen to be

fallacious.

Let us view this question from a little different

angle. Our Lord gave the Great Commission to His
apostles in the following words:
"Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,

baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with

you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:

19, 20).

What does this passage teach? This commission

includes all nations. The gospel is to be preached

during the entire dispensation and those who accept

the message are to be baptized and to be taught to

observe all things that Jesus commanded the apostles.

From these facts we conclude that the apostles and

their successors—the believers in Christ—were to

preach the gospel beginning at Jerusalem and to

carry it to the uttermost parts of the earth. They

were commanded to give it to all nations and to

continue the same program throughout the age. Since

the Jews are one of the nations, they are included

in this Great Commission; therefore, for one to con-

clude that the Jew is not to receive the gospel now
is to take an unscriptural position; hence the ob-

jection becomes invalid.

B. Giving the Gospel to Israel is not ^
Man's Task but God's Obligation

We are told that Israel is to be supernaturally

converted by the miraculous appearance of the Lord

when He comes at the end of the Tribulation; there-

fore the church now is not to concern herself with



giving the gospel to Israel. That is God's work;
therefore those of us who are endeavoring to evan-

gelize the Jews are attempting to perform a super-

human, divine task.

In reply I wish to call attention to one of the fun-

^ damental principles of God's dealings with men;
throughout the Old Testament He has always acted

according to the law of parsimony and has under all

conditions used men and means to accomplish His
purposes. For instance, in punishing His chosen

people, He always used either natural phenomena
or the Gen-tile nations. (See Leviticus 26.) He is

also at the present time using men and means to

accomplish His spiritual ends. For instance, Paul

in II Corinthians 5:18, 19 declared that God has

committed unto men the word of reconciliation.

"But all things are of God, who reconciled us to himsell

through Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of reconcili-

ation ; to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world
unto himself, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, and
having committed unto us the word of reconciliation."

The matter of salvation is a divine task but God
uses men and means to bring about this stupendous
miracle. In Romans 10 Paul showed the necessity

of the missionary. When the eunuch wanted the

truth God sent Philip; likewise when Cornelius was
praying for light, He sent Peter. The church is the

pillar and the ground of the truth. "These things

write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly;

but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men
ought to behave themselves in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar

and ground of the truth" (I Tim. 2:14,15). There-
fore it is obligatory on the church to gi\e the gospel

to the entire world—Israel included.

Paul declared that it is God's good pleasure to

save people through the foolishness of preaching.

"For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's
good pleasure through the foolishness of the preach-

" ing to save them that believe" (I Cor. 1:21). God
has ordained no other way than that of preaching
the gospel to save men. That both Jew and Gentile
will be saved by the proclamation of the truth is

clear from Acts 20:21. Paul declared that he was
continually "testifying both to Jews and to Greeks
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repentance towards God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ." He sounded the same note in Acts
26:17-18, "Delivering thee from the people, and
from the Gentiles, unto whom I send thee, to open
their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light

and from the power of Satan unto God . .
." Faith &

comes by hearing the word of God. Men see their

lost condition. They realize their need of salvation,

repent toward God, and put their faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ for salvation. Such is God's plan for

both Jew and Gentile; therefore it becomes necessary

for the gospel to be preached to the Jews in order that

they might learn of the Saviour and come to him. Yet
He uses men, the messengers of the Cross, to bring the

knowledge of salvation to all, both Jew and Gentile.

From this angle the objection loses its force.

C. "To the Jew First" to be Interpreted

DlSPENSATIONALLY

Certain brethren, not seeing clearly that the plan

of God at the present is to make of both Jew and
Gentile the one body, the church, "For he is our

peace, who made both one, and brake down the

middle wall of partition" (Eph. 2:14), insist that

the expression "to the Jew first" is to be interpreted

as a partial view of Acts 1:8: "But ye shall receive

power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and

ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in

all Judasa and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part

of the earth." To them this passage means that the

Lord Jesus wanted the gospel to be preached to the

Jews first at Jerusalem, then in Judaea, next in Sa-

maria, and finally it was to be sent forth to all

nations. This program, according to Acts, was car-

ried out by the apostles; hence (thus these good

brethren reason), the gospel was given "to the Jew
first" in the beginning of the dispensation. There-

fore, according to our Lord's word, the disciples^|

are not now to concern themselves about giving the

gospel to Israel.

This position is contrary to the Scriptural state-

ments to which we have already given attention.

Before, however, we can arrive at a permanent con-
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elusion with reference to this expression it becomes
necessary for us to investigate Romans 1:14-17 and

its context:

"I am debtor both to Greeks and to Barbarians, both to

the wise and to the foolish. So, as much as in me is, I am
fe>

ready to preach the gospel to you also that are in Rome.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power
of God unto salvation ; to every one that believeth ; to the

Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is revealed

a righteousness of God from faith unto faith: as it is writ-

ten, But the righteous shall live by faith."

Paul, by inspiration, wrote Romans in the spring

of 58 A.D. At that time he had never been in the

Imperial City but had a longing to go there. At the

time of his writing, the church had already been
established in that city. Who first preached the

gospel there, no one knows. Paul was very eager

to have fruit in the city of Rome as elsewhere; hence,

according to Romans 1:13, he often purposed to

visit Rome but was hindered by Satan. In explain-

ing to the brethren his desires to come to them
(vss. 14,15) he declared: "I am debtor both to

Greeks and to Barbarians, both to the wise and to

the foolish. So, as much as in me is, I am ready

to preach the gospel to you also that are in Rome."
Note the fact that, in the year 58 A.D. after the

gospel bad already been preached to the entire world
according to the plan of Acts 1:8 (see Rom. 10:16-

18), Paul declared his indebtedness to both Greeks
and to Barbarians; hence he showed his willingness

to perform his duty by saying: "I am ready to preach

the gospel to you also." The expression, "I am,"
in this passage has a forward look for he was not

talking about a past obligation but a present re-

sponsibility; therefore he was looking toward the fu-

ture. In verse 16 he asserted his position relative

to his not being ashamed of the gospel and intro-

duced his statement by the conjunction for. This
fact shows why he was not ashamed to preach the

gospel to them. Furthermore, the reason for his

9 not being ashamed was the fact that it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth

—

to the Jew first. Since he was discussing the future

after the gospel had been given to Israel nationally,

there is but one conclusion to which we can come
—namely, that the phrase under consideration is an
affirmation declaring that it is the will of God for

—9—



the gospel to be given first to the Jews of every
generation and of every community and then to be
proclaimed to the Gentiles of the vicinity. The Jews
have the priority because they are the chosen people
through whom God expects to give His truth to

the world. |

Our phrase, studied in the light of Paul's action

(Acts 13-28), confirms this position. In Acts 13
we have the record of his sermon delivered in the

Jewish synagogue at Antioch, Pisidia. The first

meeting was a glorious success. On the next Sab-

bath the whole city was gathered together to hear
the Word of God. The leaders of the Jews became
jealous and stirred up agitation against Paul. See-

ing the situation, the Apostle declared: "It was
necessary that the word of God should first be
spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we
turn to the Gentiles." Was this an official, repre-

sentative turning from the Jew to the Gentile? This
question can be answered by Paul's subsequent ac-

tion. When he left Antioch he and Barnabas went
eastward to Iconium, the next city of importance
on the Roman road across Asia Minor. Upon ar-

riving in that center "they entered together into the

synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a great

multitude of both Jews and of Greeks believed"

(Acts 14:1). In the light of his action we can see

that Paul's turning from the Jews at Antioch was
not an official, representative rejection of the Jewish
race but that he was simply carrying out the in-

structions of his Lord not to cast pearls before swine.

When the Apostle saw that the Jews in Antioch

did not want the truth, he turned to the Gentiles

of that community; hence, upon his arrival in the

next city, he went to his Jewish brethren as he had
done on former occasions and gave them an oppor-

tunity to hear the truth. As we read Acts of the

Apostles, we see that he always acted upon this

principle. ^
On his second great missionary tour he finally

reached Corinth in Greece. According to his cus-

tom, he proclaimed the truth to his brethren, "testi-

fying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. And
when they opposed themselves and blasphemed, he

shook out his raiment and said unto them, Your
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blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from
henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles" (Acts 18:5,

6). On this occasion he proceeded as he had done

at Antioch in Pisidia. Was this turning an official,

representative act, signifying God's rejection of Is-

t> rael? His program subsequent to this incident will

prove the best answer to the question. In Acts 19
we meet him at Ephesus while on his uiird mission-

ary tour. According to verses 8-10,

"He entered into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the

space of three months, reasoning and persuading as to the

things concerning the kingdom of God. But when some
were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way
before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated

the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.
And this continued for the space of two years ; so that all

they that dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both
Jews and Greeks" (Acts 19:8-10).

Here again we see the Apostle withdrawing from
the Jews at Ephesus and entering a school of heathen

philosophy, teaching both Jews and Gentiles. His
going to the Jews of Ephesus at first shows that his

turning from them at Corinth, as we have just no-

ticed, was not an official rejection of the nation but

simply a turning from those of that city who did not

want the truth. His leaving the synagogue at Ephesus
after the Jews spurned the truth and his going to a

place where both Jews and Gentiles could and did

come show that it was his custom to spend his time

with those only who desired the Word of God.
In Acts 28 we find the record of his first visit to

Rome. Upon reaching the city he called for the

leaders of the Jews to whom he expounded the

way of salvation by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

"And when they had appointed him a day they came to

him into his lodging in great number ; to whom he ex-

pounded the matter, testifying the kingdom of God, and
persuading them concerning Jesus, both from the law of

Moses and from the prophets, from morning till evening.
And some believed the things which were spoken, and
some disbelieved. And when they agreed not among them-
selves, they departed after that Paul had spoken one word,
Well spake the Holy Spirit through Isaiah the prophet unto

f/our fathers, saying,

Go thou unto this people, and say,

By hearing ye shall hear, and shall in no wise understand;
And seeing ye shall see, and shall in no wise perceive:

For this people's heart is waxed gross,

And their ears are dull of hearing,

And their eyes they have closed

;

Lest haply they should perceive with their eyes,
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And hear with their ears,

And understand with their heart,

And should turn again,

And I should heal them.
Be it known therefore unto you, that this salvation of

God is sent unto the Gentiles: they will also hear" (Acts
28:23-28).

Here again we see his turning from the Jews to

the Gentiles. How are we to interpret his action?

Unless there is positive evidence to the contrary, his

conduct on this occasion must be interpreted in the

light of his custom under similar circumstances. We
have already seen that, when the Jews on three

former occasions spurned the gospel, he turned from
them to the Gentiles of these respective commun-
ities; therefore we are logically bound to conclude
that such is the significance of his action on this

occasion in Rome. To force any other interpreta-

tion on this passage is to do violence to the sacred

Scriptures. But, one insists, this circumstance is en-

tirely different from the three preceding ones just

noticed. To support this theory attention is called

to the quotation taken from Isaiah 6. Does his use

of this passage mitigate the situation or introduce

attenuating circumstances which differentiate this

occasion from the three other instances? In order to

answer this question more accurately, the reader must
examine the passage in the original context of Isaiah

6. Turning to this Scripture we see that Isaiah was
granted a vision of the Lord when He shall sit

upon the throne of His glory in the millennial age.

In the brightness of the immaculate purity of the

King, Isaiah saw his uncleanness and unworthiness.

Thus he made his confession and pled for cleansing.

One of the seraphim immediately took a live coal

from the altar and touched his lips. This action

was symbolic of the prophet's cleansing. Immediate-

ly the Lord called for volunteers; instantly the pro-

phet offered his services. Then the Lord gave

him his commission in the words quoted by the

Apostle Paul to the Jews at Rome. At the same

time He made known to the prophet the fact that

his ministry would not be successful from the stand-

point of numbers ; on the contrary, the Lord disclosed

to him that it was his duty continually to proclaim

the Word. The preaching of the truth always hard-

ens the hearts of those who do not desire it. The
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Lord, knowing that the nation, as a rule in Isaiah's

day did not want the truth, made known to the
prophet beforehand that his ministry would be prac-

tically fruitless so far as visible results were con-
cerned. Nevertheless the messenger was to give forth

^ the oracle continually.

By Paul's quoting these words from Isaiah 6 he
was simply saying to the Jews at Rome that they
were of like mind and heart as those to whom the
great prophet Isaiah ministered. He did his duty
by giving them the truth of the gospel which hard-
ened their hearts for judgment. There is a twofold
purpose in the preaching of the gospel: "For we
(apostles) are a sweet savor of Christ unto God, in

them that are saved, and in them that perish: to the

one a savor from death unto death; to the other a
savor from life unto life" (II Cor. 2:15,16). That
his turning from the Jews in Rome was no different

from his leaving his kinsmen according to the flesh

at Ephesus is manifest from Acts 28:30,31. "And
he abode two whole years in his own hired dwell-

ing, and received all that went in unto him, preach-

ing the kingdom of God, and teaching the things

concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness,

none forbidding him." After the Jews refused to

accept his testimony which he delivered while he was
in his own lodging, he hired a dwelling and for the

space of two years received all who went in unto
him. The case, as we have already seen, is parallel

to that recorded in Acts 19:8-10. When he could
no longer reach the Jews in the synagogue, he went
over to the heathen school of philosophy and gave
the truth to both Jews and Gentiles—those who came
to him. Such is the exact case as set forth in

Acts 28. Paul used his own hired dwelling as the

place for meeting. There he "received all that went
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ with all boldness, none forbidding him."
To assume that those who went in to him were

^Gentiles only and that not a single Jew was in-

cluded in the number is to read into God's Word
something that is not there. As a matter of fact,

there were Jews among those who went to him, for

in verse 24 we are told that "some believed the

things which were spoken, and some disbelieved."
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This statement is made with reference to the Jews.
Some sided with Paul whereas others opposed. When
this situation arose Paul declared that he would no
longer continue his present program, for he saw that

it was a fruitless task; hence he hired a place and
those Jews who believed and who wanted the truth
together with the Gentiles came to him and to them
he expounded the things concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ and the kingdom of God. In view of all

the facts we are driven to the inescapable conclus-
ion that Paul's turning from the Jews at Rome was
of the same character as his leaving them on former
occasions. Thus his action in Rome was in perfect

keeping with his habitual practice throughout his en-

tire ministry. Therefore the expression, "to the

Jew first," simply means that the gospel is to be
given to the Jew first of every community in every
generation.

We have already seen that the Great Commission,
according to our Lord, lays upon the followers of

Jesus the obligation of giving the gospel to all

nations, including Jews, throughout the entire dis-

pensation—to the consummation of the age. Any
theory that contradicts the Great Commission is un-

scriptural. Therefore the church of Jesus Christ is

under solemn obligation of proclaiming the gospel

to the Jews at the present time.

D. Israel is now Blind and Cannot See

Sometimes we are told that the Lord has placed

judicial blindness upon Israel because of her rejec-

tion of the Messiah. Therefore the people are blind

and cannot possibly see the truth. The position is

buttressed by an incorrect interpretation of Romans
11:25. Here Paul speaks of a partial blindness that

has come upon Israel at the present time. Further

confirmation of this position is sought in the Apos-

tle's statement in II Corinthians 3:15,16: "But unto

this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lieth upon

their heart. But whensoever it shall turn to the

Lord, the veil is taken away." In this passage he

affirmed that a veil is resting over his brethren

according to the flesh so long as they read Moses.

Do these verses refer to an unconditional blindness

upon the nation? If so, then we who are attempt-

ing to evangelize the Jews are acting contrary to
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the expressed will of God. Let us notice Romans
11:25: "For I would not, brethren, have you ig-

norant of this mystery, lest ye be wise in your own
conceits, that a hardening in part hath befallen Is-

rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

^ In this passage Paul affirmed that "a hardening in

part hath befallen Israel, until the fulness of the

Gentiles be come in." Notice that the verse simply
affirms a partial hardening for a limited time—un-
til the times of the Gentiles be come in. Does God
arbitrarily harden the hearts of people? In the

exodus record we see that Pharaoh hardened his

heart. Thus because of his stubborn attitude toward
God, the Lord hardened this proud monarch's heart.

Moses again, speaking of Pharaoh, said that his heart

was hardened. Had Pharaoh been open to truth and
had had a spirit submissive to the will of God, the

Lord would not have hardened his heart. Since

God is no respector of persons, we may conclude
that the same principle obtains in the case of Israel.

Therefore we must be careful in affirming an un-

conditional and irrevocable hardening of the nation

today. Let us bear in mind that this callousness

is only partial. Since no man can tell what part

of the nation is thus unimpressionable, it becomes
necessary that we give the truth to all of them in

order that those who are not confirmed in unbelief

may have the same chance to see the light, which
God has given to us.

In regard to the veil now upon the face of Israel,

I wish to call attention to the Lord's statement that,

so long as the nation reads Moses, the veil remains
but whenever she turns to the Lord, the veil will be
lifted. If Israel's attention can be taken from read-

ing Moses and the prophets exclusively and she can be
led to read concerning the Lord, according to this

promise, the veil will be taken away. In view of

this principle, then, we can see how this blindness
may be removed—namely, by our diverting her at-

tention from Moses to Him of whom Moses spoke.
Therefore this passage shows the necessity of our
interpreting to Israel the message which the Lord
gave through Moses and of showing her Him of

whom Moses spake. Of course, God will use the

missionaries to the Jews in lifting the veil from their

blinded eyes. This position is in harmony with the
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Lord's statement to the Apostle Paul concerning His
appearing to him to make him a minister and a wit-

ness of the things wherein he had seen Him and
of those things wherein He would still appear to

him: "delivering thee from the people, and from
the Gentiles, unto whom I send thee, to open their

^
eyes. .

." Paul affirmed that the Lord had appointed
him as a witness in order to open blind eyes. God
is calling us who are working in the field of Is-

rael to open her eyes by giving her the truth.

"The entrance of thy word giveth light." Hence the

objection falls.

E. Israel to be Converted as Saul Was

In I Timothy 1:15 Paul spoke of himself as being
the chief of sinners. It would have been hypocrit-

ical for him to consider himself as the lowest sinner

in the world, because what he did before his con-

version was done with a clear conscience (Acts 23:1).
Of his Christian life he could say, "It is no longer

I that live but Christ liveth in me." Therefore in

no sense could Paul say that he was the chief of

sinners. A glance at the original Greek shows that

the primary meaning of the word translated chief

is first. The context of this verse indicates that he

was thinking of his miraculous conversion and of the

extraordinary manner in which Jesus appeared to

him. Therefore the probability is that, in speaking

of himself as the first of the sinners of Israel, he

was thinking of the conversion of the nation in terms

of his own. From this angle we can see that Paul's

accepting the Lord as Saviour and Messiah was typi-

cal of that of the Hebrew race when it turns to

the Lord. In I Corinthians 15 the Apostle spoke

of the various appearances of the Lord to His
disciples after His resurrection. He concluded his

enumeration of these theophanies by saying that "last

of all, as to the child untimely born, he appeared to

me also." Thus in speaking of his conversion he

compared it to the premature birth of a child, i.e.,

the Lord's appearing in this manner to him at that *

time was a premature event. This fact lends color

to the position that Paul's miraculous conversion was

typical of Israel's accepting the Lord at the end of

the age when her Redeemer appears from glory.

Some brethren, seeing that Paul's turning to the
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Lord typifies that of Israel, conclude that the nation

will be converted by miraculous intervention alone

at the second coming of Christ — apart from the

preaching of the gospel. This deduction is rather

hasty. What are the facts? We must remember that

Paul was present at the execution of Stephen and

was one of the leading spirits in that crime. There

can be no doubt concerning his hearing Stephen's

indictment of the Jewish nation and of the clear pre-

sentation of the claims of Jesus by this first martyr.

Furthermore, he went into the homes of the Hebrew
Christians in Jerusalem and elsewhere and brought

them before the civil authorities for punishment be-

cause of their being Christians. It is inconceivable to

presume that those heroic spirits, who preferred per-

secution to denying their Lord, would keep their

mouths closed and not give forth a clear ringing test-

imony to the Messiahsiiip of Jesus and His saving

power. In view of the facts embedded in the histor-

ical record, we are forced to the conclusion that Paul

had all the essential facts concerning the Lord Jesus

Christ and was intimately acquainted with His follow-

ers and their teachings. We are safe in concluding

that at the stoning of Stephen, Saul was greatly im-

pressed with the dying words of that hero martyr:

"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit . . . Lord, lay not this

sin to their charge." There can be no doubt that

Saul, as he journeyed on his way toward Damascus
to bind those calling upon the name of the Lord,

was greatly absorbed with the teachings and claims

of Jesus. Psychologically, he was prepared to make
the surrender when the Lord Jesus appeared to him
at noon on that memorable day. Upon no other

hypothesis can we account for his complete surrender

and wholehearted acceptation of Jesus as Lord. The
essential facts of the gospel and truth concerning the

Lord had already been given to him; all that was
lacking was the surrender of the will and the accept-

ance of Jesus as Lord. To tip the scales and to cause
him to render the decision, the Lord appeared to him
from Glory and spoke to him. Since the facts in-

dicate that his conversion was typical of Israel's ac-

cepting her Messiah at last, we may conclude that the

essential facts of the gospel will be given to the

nation prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus in glory.
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The remnant of the nation remaining unto that time
will be prepared psychologically for that stupendous
event. From these facts we conclude that Israel must
be given the gospel prior to the coming of the Lord
in order to prepare her for that wonderful change.

Hence the force of the objection vanishes.

F. Israel's Looking Upon The Lord at

His Second Coming is The Divine

Method of Her Conversion

A hasty glance at Zechariah 12:10 and its connec-

tion has led some students to conclude that our Lord's

glorious manifestation at the end of the Tribulation

is the thing which will bring about Israel's conver-

sion. "And I will pour upon the house of David,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of

grace and supplication; and they shall look unto me
whom they have pierced; and they shall mourn for

him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for

his first-born." Does the passage teach this position?

Since Scripture does not contradict itself but har-

monizes, it becomes necessary for us to examine other

facts which have bearing upon this question. In

Hosea 5:15 the Lord declared: "I will go and return

to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and
seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me
earnestly." A careful examination of this passage

shows that the prophet was speaking of Israel's con-

fession at the close of the Great Tribulation. The
Lord declares that He will not come, in fact not even

leave heaven, until Israel acknowledges her offense

against Him and seeks His face earnestly. The repu-

diation of the national sin is antecedent to Israel's

conversion and the Lord's return to her. This con-

fession presupposes on the part of Jewry, a knowl-

edge of this national sin which is nothing other than

her rejection of the Messiah. We who understand it

must give her the facts.

This .position is confirmed by the language of our

Lord in Matthew 23:39, "For I say unto you, Ye
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." A study

of Mathew, chapters 21 to 23 inclusive, shows that

—18—



our Lord in chapter 23 was talking to those sitting

on Moses' seat — the elders of Israel — namely, the

Great Sanhedrin. He concluded His denunciation of

their lives and conduct by stating that He often would
have gathered Israel together as a hen does her chick-

% ens under her wings but they (the leaders) would
not. Therefore declared He that their house (house

of judgment) would be left unto them desolate and
that they would see Him no more until they (the

leaders) said just what the common people had pro-

claimed the day before— namely, "Blessed is he that

cometh in the name of the Lord." From this passage

it is evident that the leaders of Israel must repudiate

the national sin and apply to Jesus this quotation

from the 118th Psalm, which is a virtual acknowledg-
ment of His divinity and Messiahship.

"Blessed be he that cometh in the name of Jehovah: We
have blessed you out of the house of Jehovah" (vs. 26).

This confession, according to Jesus, is prerequisite

to His coming again as her Messiah.

In order that the people of Israel, especially her

leaders, might repudiate this national sin and pro-

claim to the world that He is divine and her Messiah,

these truths must be given by the church to all Jewry.

At the present time the Hebrew people have no con-

ception concerning our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, nor

of His mission in the world; therefore it is obligatory

on us who have these truths to give them to Israel

in order that she might act upon them.

These six objections which have been briefly noted
are not, therefore, reasons for our withholding the

gospel from Israel ; on the contrary, they are strong

arguments that we at the present time should give

the message to these people who have never had an
adequate chance of hearing the truth.

II Questions Concerning The Literary

Method

Some good brethren who believe that Israel should
"be evangelized are not clear on the matter of the way

by which this herculean task can be accomplished
in the shortest length of time, in the most efficient

manner, and in the most economical way. The method
which will meet all of the demands of the statement

just made is the literary one. Of course, this program
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alone cannot accomplish the desired results. In fact,

no one way in any phase of God's work is to be

adopted to the exclusion of all others. There is a

time and place for all legitimate means and methods.

On account of the fact that the literary method has

not been used very extensively in Jewish evangeliza-

tion, some excellent brethren have not seen its merits

;

but are seeking for information concerning it. For

this class of earnest brethren I wish to notice various

aspects of this method. I will also anticipate some
possible misapprehensions that might arise in the

mind of the reader.

A. Is "Hand-Picked Fruit The Only
Scriptural Method"?

Many earnest people having been led to the Lord

by the personal touch of godly Christian workers feel

that the proper and Scriptural method of bringing

men to Christ is the one by which they were won to

the Lord. There is no question concerning the Scrip-

turalness of this method. As a rule, the message that

is delivered by word of mouth and energized by a

strong personality is very powerful. In many instances

the truth must be interpreted to the sinner in the

form of a godly life; nevertheless, this method is not

always possible and not always the best. Circum-

stances, we know, alter cases.

I may freely admit the great advantage of the per-

sonal touch in the hand-picked fruit and at the same
time adopt the literary method in an attempt to gi\e

the gospel to the greatest number in the shortest

length of time. The phase of the subject which we
are now considering is based upon an unwarranted

assumption. Should the personal touch of the mis-

sionary be relied upon exclusively to reach Jewry,

the great bulk of the nation would never have an
opportunity of hearing the truth, for, comparatively

speaking, there are very few Jewish missionaries. To
reach the nation in the personal manner and in the

short length of time which now remains would de-

mand an enormous army of trained workers. Com-
paratively speaking, there are very few Jewish mis-

sionaries who are prepared in heart and head for the

task; hence some other method must be adopted that

will reach the nation and that will supplement the
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work that is carried on by the individual missionary.

While I am discussing the matter of the personal

touch and hand-picked fruit, may I speak out of ex-

perience and state that in my opinion very few people

are qualified and trained to meet the Jew. The na-

tion of Israel, as is well known to all acquainted

with the subject, is a very highly intellectual class

of people. This fact demands a high standard of

education and training on the part of the missionary

to the Jews if he desires to reach all classes. He must

be able to meet not only the man of the street but

the Jewish merchant, doctor, lawyer, banker, and

rabbi. Some very earnest brethren, in my judgment,

frequently underrate the importance of sufficient

training on the part of the missionary. (Let me say

here that an education and training apart from the

new birth and complete consecration to Christ instead

of being a blessing are a curse.) A fine illustration

of the work that can be done by an accomplished

and trained missionary is that of the Apostle Paul.

This intellectual giant towered head and shoulders

above the rest of the apostles. He was a well-trained

missionary and most highly educated and, of course,

was versatile in all matters of interest and could

approach men of every state and calling of life. From
the New Testament it seems his labors accomplished

more for the cause of Christ than the combined

efforts of the other apostles. Since there is not and

never will be a mighty, trained army of Pauls in the

Jewish mission field—at least during the present dis-

pensation—we shall have to be satisfied with what
we have and do the best we can.

While the New Testament recognizes the value of

the personal touch, God in giving us His oracles de-

pended upon the more remote medium of the written

Word as we see in the sixty-six books of the Scrip-

tures. Hence we have a precedent in the form of the

Bible to justify the use of the literary method as a

supplement to that of the individual, personal touch

of the missionary.

B. Will Jews Read Christian Literature?

Occasionally some one tells me that the Jews will

not read Christian literature. This statement is an

induction that goes far beyond the limits justified by
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the facts in the case. I believe that it is a generally

accepted opinion that of all nationalities the Jews
read the most. As a people they are an intellectual

class and delight in literature as they do in the other

fine arts. They are always eager to learn new things

and to be abreast of the times. f
The reception accorded Christian literature by the

Jews depends entirely upon its character. There is a

certain type of literature that appeals to each of us;
there is another which repels us at first sight. The
viewpoint from which a tract or book is written, the

spirit which it breathes, and the method by which
the subject matter is treated will determine the recep-

tion accorded it by the Jews. For the sake of clear-

ness I will be a little more specific. If a piece of

literature written from the Christian point of view is

placed in the hands of an unbelieving Jew, it imme-
diately arouses his antagonism. For this attitude we
should not censure the Jew, because each of us is

constantly guilty of the same thing. To illustrate,

I wish to call attention to the fact that, if any of us

who stand for the faith once for all delivered unto
the saints start reading a piece of literature and
discover that it is propaganda put out by some of the

cults or modernists, immediately we refuse to waste
our time in reading it unless we wish to learn the

position taken in order that we may refute it. Such
teachings are contrary to the Scripture; hence we re-

fuse to consider it. In regard to the cults and false

religious systems which are being propagated every

day, we have the correct idea and attitude; hence it is

a waste of our time to study their literature.

The Jew honestly and conscientiously assumes the

same attitude toward Christianity as we do toward
the cults. To him our holy religion is false and our
Lord was either a mythical character or the offspring

of an illicit union of a Roman soldier and a Jewish
prostitute; hence the Jew feels that Christianity is a

false religion. Therefore when literature is written

purely and solely from the New Testament point of •#

view, the Jew's prejudice is immediately aroused, and
he will neither read nor consider the claims of the

Lord Jesus Christ.

Literature that is to appeal to the Jew must be
written from the standpoint of the Old Testament,
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must bear evidence that the author is sympathetic

toward Jewish feelings, and must give a logical, nor-

mal, unstrained interpretation of his Scriptures. The
apostles always approached the Jews from their own
viewpoint. A most interesting and edifying study

^ for one who is interested is to be found in the ser-

mons recorded in Acts of the Apostles. I wish the

reader would examine those discourses that were de-

livered to Jews and study carefully the approach
and the presentation of the subject matter. Then let

him choose certain sermons that were delivered to

Gentiles, considering likewise the approach and the

method of presentation. Excellent examples for such

study are found in Acts 2 and 3, which were spoken

by Peter in Jerusalem to Jewish audiences, and Acts

10, which contains the record of the same apostle's

sermon delivered to Gentile seekers. Immediately
the reader will discover that the method of approach
and presentation of the subject matter in these dis-

courses differ very greatly. Notwithstanding the dis-

similarities, these messages led to Christ. Paul said

that he adapted himself to his audience, i.e., when he
was with a Jew he became as a Jew and when he was
with those without law he became as those without

law.

"And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain
Jews ; to them that are under the law, as under the law, not
being myself under the law, that I might gain them that are

• under the law ; to them that are without law, as without law,
not being without law to God, but under law to Christ, that
I might gain them that are without law. To the weak I

became weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become all

things to all men, that I may by all means save some"
(I Cor. 9:20-22).

In other words, one must understand Jewish modes
of thought, customs, manners, and theology in order
that he might bring his message in a manner that

will not offend him unnecessarily but rather will ap-
peal to his heart and mind. Our message must, there-

fore, be cast into Jewish moulds of thought in order
that the Hebrew might comprehend what is being

4 said or written. We have the Apostle Paul as our
example for this method of procedure. To King
Agrippa he declared that he constantly was "testifying

both to small and great, saying nothing but what the
prophets and Moses did say should come; how that

the Christ must suffer, and how that he first by the
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resurrection of the dead should proclaim light both

to the people and to the Gentiles" (Acts 26:22, 23).
In order that the literature might be acceptable to

the Jew, it must have an appealing appearance. In

other words, the general impression which the liter-

ature makes upon the Jew must be in keeping with f
the dignity and the majesty of our Christ and His
holy religion. Whenever the truth is presented in

the form of a tract that is rather repulsive in its

general appearance, the Jew, like the average Gentile,

is repelled and will not take the time to consider.

He correctly judges that, if the message is of sufficient

importance, it will be presented in a style which is

in keeping with its significance. Whenever, therefore,

the Christian message is presented to the Jew from
the standpoint of the Old Testament, in the spirit

of Christ, and in a manner and phraseology under-

standable to the Jew, and the general appearnce of

the tract or book is in keeping with the dignity of

the Christian religion, the Jew will most gladly, as a

rule, accept it and read the message. The answer to

this question in the light of these facts is indeed

illuminating.

The experience of the Biblical Research Society

for the last four and a half years has thoroughly

demonstrated this fact. We know of many cases

where books and booklets distributed by the Society

have been read by many Jews. For instance, one
book (containing 362 pages) was read by five; an-

other, by nine; and others, by ten or more Jews. We
know personally of a certain case where one of the

50-page booklets was read by fifteen Jews. In the

light of experience, therefore, we can say that the

literary method is the one by which the whole nation

may be reached most economically, most efficiently,

and in the shortest time.

C. Is There Much Waste In The Use

of The Literary Method?

Another question which may possibly arise in the *

heart of the faithful steward of God may be stated

thus: When literature is sent to the Jews through

the mails, as the Biblical Research Society is doing, is

there much waste of energy and money? One good
brother stated that he was in favor of the use of liter-
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ature but did not think that it was wise to send
expensive literature to the Jews in a promiscuous
manner, i.e., by getting the names and addresses of

the Jews of a town, city, or community and then

sending the literature to each one. The basis for

^fchis objection was that all Jews are not interested in

religious matters and therefore since we send out the

literature to all alike, that which is sent to the

atheistic and uninterested Jew is simply wasted. At
first glance this seems to be a powerful argument
against the general distribution of literature such as

is being done by the Biblical Research Society. This
same brother goes out on the street, preaches to the

Jew, and gives out literature promiscuously to those

with whom he comes in contact. He seems to forget

that many people appear affable and congenial to

one's face whereas as soon as they are out of his

presence they allow their real self to assert itself and
cast aside the literature. I have attended Jewish
street-meetings and have seen small tracts handed
out to the Jews in attendance. At the conclusion of

the service after the crowd had gone, I have seen this

very literature torn to pieces and thrown all over the

street. The objection then that is brought against

sending literature to the Jews through the mails can

be leveled equally against the distribution of literature

to them at street-metings. Let it be remembered that

the Jews are not the only ones who destroy literature

that is given to them. The Gentiles do the same
thing frequently. The responsibility before God is

on them and not upon us.

I admit very freely that some of the literature is

wasted and destroyed which is sent to the Jews
through the mails as in the case with the street-

meetings and in personal tract distribution. Should
this fact cause us to stop all literature distribution?

If we are to cease our work because of this wasted
effort, or rather seemingly wasted energy, the same
course of reasoning would cause us to close every

» church door and cease preaching the gospel, for there

are many people who come, sit, listen to the message,

and at the same time reject every word that is said.

In a large church where a great many people assemble
we may be morally certain that the preaching is fruit-

less so far as many in the congregation are concerned,
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but no one who is interested in the cause of Christ

would argue because of this fact that we should close

the doors of the churches and cease our Christian

activity.

One who wishes to abandon God's work or a given

method of doing it because of the seeming fruitless- t
ness of the efforts so far as certain individuals are

concerned loses sight of the real object for which the

gospel is preached. The Lord has a twofold purpose

in having the gospel proclaimed: first, to save those

who desire the truth; second, to harden for judgment
those who will not receive a love of the truth. The
basis for this statement is II Corinthians 2:15, 16.

"For we are a sweet savor of Christ unto God, in

them that are saved, and in them that perish; to the

one a savor from death unto death; to the other a

savor from life unto life. And who is sufficient for

these things?" We who sow the seed are not re-

sponsible for results but are held accountable to the

Lord for faithfulness in doing what He said. In re-

gard to those who reject the message, our preaching

has not been in vain for, according to this passage,

it prepares the impenitent one for the judgment which
God must inevitably bring upon him.

Should one conclude that the literary method in-

volves a great waste of energy on those who are in-

different, evidently he is overlooking our Lord's clear

teaching as set forth in the parable of the sower
('Matt. 13:1-23). From this Scripture it is obvious

that the seed is to be sowed upon the wayside soil,

upon the rocky ground, among the thorns, and in the

good ground. We are to bear in mind also that there

are three classes of the good soil—namely, that which
brings forth thirtyfold, that which yields sixtyfold,

and that which nets one hundredfold. The seed which

falls in the ground alone brings permanent spiritual

results. Nevertheless we are charged by Christ to

sow the seed upon the wayside. Our Lord also knew
and explained to us that it would be seemingly wasted

effort. The seed, therefore, is to be sowed in every

kind of soil. Speaking apart from the figure, obvi-

ously our Lord taught that the message should be

given to all without discrimination. In the light of

the teaching of this parable then, the objection that

some of the literature is wasted which is sent to the
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Jews through the mails loses its force. To say that

this testimony is lost is to ignore the teaching of

our Lord in the parable to which reference has just

been made.
If we should know beforehand that one is a scoffer

^>and is determined not to receive the testimony, then

we should not attempt to give it to him, for our Lord
forbade casting pearls before swine and giving that

which is holy unto the dogs. Before acting upon His
instructions we must know positively that a certain

one falls into the class here condemned.
It behooves each of us as wise and faithful stewards

of God to use all the judgment and discretion which
He gives us in order to be just as economical with

the Lord's money as is possible. Each shall have to

give an account of his stewardship to the Lord when
we come before Him to receive the things done in

the body.

In the light of all the facts presented and in view
of the Lord's evident approval of the work of the

Biblical Research Society for the last four and a half

years during the worst depression the world has ever

seen, I am encouraged to press forward in this world-

wide distribution of suitable gospel literature to the

Jews of this generation, giving all an opportunity of

hearing the truth. In this connection let me say that

I do not feel that we of the Biblical Research Society

are ordained of God to accomplish the entire task, but

I am of the thorough conviction that we are re-

sponsible to be faithful as the Lord leads, guides, and
blesses. At the same time we feel that we are simply

co-workers in the vineyard of the Lord together with
other Jewish missionaries and missions with whom we
desire cooperation to the fullest extent possible.

D. Is The Literature of The Biblical

Research Society Too Deep For the Jew?

Occasionally I meet some good brother or sister

who asks if the literature put out by the Biblical

* Research Society is not too deep for the Jew. Those
seeking this information are usually those who have
been accustomed to the use of small tracts. Hence
they think in terms of little leaflets and not of books
written for the educated.

The questioner unconsciously assumes a very low
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mentality for the Jewish nation. Furthermore, his

question takes for granted that all Jews are in the

same low intellectual class. These two presuppositions

are contrary to facts as every one realizes who stops

for meditation. That the Jewish race does stand in

the foremost ranks in the educational and intellectual

world is proved by the fact that in institutions of
learning and in the great activities of life, political,

professional, educational, and economical, the Jews
determine the standards. Everyone acquainted with
history or with present-day conditions will assent to

this statement. The number of Jews who are leading

in the various fields of human interest and activity

is out of all proportion in comparison with the

Gentiles. This fact proves the point under discussion.

The superior intelligence of the Jewish race is to

be accounted for upon the basis of the biological

miracle which was performed and which made pos-

sible the birth of Isaac. By this miracle new life,

vitality, and power were injected into the bloodstream

of the Hebrew race. This fact has manifested itself

especially in their intellectual and spiritual life

throughout the centuries. Because of this fact God
doubtless chose Abraham and his descendants to be

the channel of world-blessing. Let us remember that

where there is much given much is required.

The question stated above, assumes that all Jews
are in the same class, which theory is false. We of

the Biblical Research Society recognize the great di-

versity of gifts and natural endowments of the Jewish
people and are endeavoring, as the Lord leads, to pro-

duce a literature for the various classes so that there

will be as little loss as possible. For the educated

and intellectual classes we are preparing a literature

that will meet their needs, satisfying the demands
of their intellect and at the same time appealing to

their heart. According to the Scriptures, the conver-

sion of Israel will ultimately be brought about by the

leaders who will receive the truth. While the message
must be given to the whole nation, special attention

'

must be paid to the preparation of literature for these

highly intellectual and educated men and women. For

the great masses of Jewry a literature that is less

intricate and briefer must be prepared. Also for the

unlearned a literature setting forth the gospel facts
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in a simple and straightforward manner must be writ-

ten and distributed.

The Biblical Research Society is endeavoring to

meet these various classes as it produces its literature.

Hence during the four and a half years of its exist-

£ ence, the Society has brought out over 415.000 copies

of the various publications in different languages. At
the same time it has published tens of thousands of

small tracts written in a plain, simple, straightforward

style for the uneducated masses.

In order that the reader might see that the literature

produced by the Society is especially designed to

accomplish the object in view, I will call attention to

our diagnosis of the situation in Jewry. On four
of the fundamental teachings underlying Christianity

the Jew is mistaken. First, he has no conception of

the doctrine of the Trinity. He does not realize that

it is taught in his Scriptures but claims that it is

purely a New Testament teaching.

Secondly, he misunderstands the nature and the

person of King Messiah. According to his concep-

tion. Messiah is simply a man of the royal house of

Judah who is born bv natural generation and, like

David his great predecessor, will be able to sin and
make mistakes. He is to be a political ruler and
a religious leader. Of a Messiah who is begotten

by the Holv Spirit and born of a virgin, who is God
in human form, and who is a sinless being, the Jew
knows nothing.

Thirdly, concerning the Scripture teaching relative

to Messiah's redemptive career, he hasn't the least

conception. According to good, orthodox Jewish
theology there will be two messiahs—one, the son of

Joseph, and the other the son of David. The former
accomplishes a partial restoration of Israel and is

finally killed in a war with Gog of the land of

Magog. Messiah, the son of David, fills the vacancy

and leads the Jewish people on to victory. In this

rabbinical conception of the two messiahs may be seen

fr a distorted view of the two comings of the one Mes-
siah foretold in the Scriptures. This theory evidently

was invented to harmonize the two lines of pre-

dictions which tell of the two comings of the one

Messiah. The Jew has no conception of a super-

human Messiah entering the world by virgin birth,
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of His being rejected by His people, and of His
returning to heaven to await the time when His peo-

ple will turn and accept Him. This redemptive
career of Messiah is set forth in a number of Old
Testament passages but most clearly and graphically

in Psalm 110. +
Fourthly, he is absolutely ignorant of the time

when Messiah was scheduled to appear the first time.

Jewish history has been written in blood for the last

nineteen hundred years. In every crisis of the world
which has touched their community, the Jews have
sought comfort and consolation in the Messianic hope.

Throughout the centuries whenever one of these

crises came upon them, their scholars and leaders

have always sought to interpret the Messianic pre-

dictions according to various methods and principles.

Numerous dates have been set for His appearance and
the year of redemption. An illuminating study of

the Messianic movement in Israel during this dispen-

sation is given to us by Rabbi Abba Silver in his

volume entitled Messianic Speculations in Israel.

The same subject is covered by Joseph Sarachek for

the middle ages in his volume entitled The Doctrine

of the Messiah in Medieval Jewish Literature. To
learn how Israel has eagerly sought to unravel the

future and to ascertain the year of redemption is an

interesting and profitable study. At the same time it

wrings the true Christian heart to see how these

earnest souls have groped in the darkness for the

real truth.

In order to present the message of Christ in an in-

telligible manner to the educated and intellectual

classes of Israel, these four great fundamental doc-

trines must be studied exhaustively and thoroughly

from the standpoint of the Hebrew text of the Old
Testament. The results of the investigation must be

put in plain and unmistakable English and cast into

Jewish moulds of thought in order to convey the

truth to the Jew's intellect and to appeal to his heart.

Therefore for the leaders of Israel the Biblical Re- f
search Society is atempting to put out the very high-

est type of scholarly, gospel literature written from

the standpoint of the Hebrew text of the Old Testa-

ment and illucidating these four doctrines. Hence
we are putting out what we call the Messianic Series.
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Each one of these doctrines is dealt with in a separate

volume. The first, which deals with the Trinity, is

a booklet of 48 pages; the second, examining the

doctrine of the person and nature of King Messiah,

has 224 pages; the third, setting forth Messiah's re-

^demptive career, contains 101 pages; and the fourth,

a treatise concerning the time of Messiah's first ap-

pearance (soon ready for publication), probably will

contain 320 pages. These larger books are brought

out especially for the rabbis, doctors, lawyers, mer-

chants, professors, and the great intellectual and in-

fluential classes of Jewry. Of the larger books we
are endeavoring to bring out abridged editions which
will contain the heart of the message without the

technical discussion of the various intricate points.

These abridged editions will contain about 128 pages

and are designed for distribution among the great

middle class of Jewry.

At the same time we are publishing tens of thou-

sands of tracts, consisting of two, four, six, and eight

pages, etc., for the purpose of bringing the message
in the simplest form possible to the uneducated class

of Jewry. As the Lord permits, we hope to publish

other smaller tracts for wider distribution among the

less fortunate children of Abraham. One can see

from the facts stated in this section that any criticism

that might be made against the literature because of

its depth of thought and thoroughness of treatment

fails to take into consideration the scope and magni-

tude of the task which the Society hopes under God
to accomplish.

E. Is The Cost of Producing and Distributing

the Literature Too Great?

The good and thoughtful steward of the Lord will

immediately and naturally inquire concerning the cost

of the Biblical Research Society literature and the

results accruing therefrom. Are they commensurate
with the outlay of the Lord's money?
•* In order to answer this question fairly and squarely,

I shall have to call attentiton to the fact that the

Biblical Research Society is rendering a service not

only to Israel but also to the church of God. Our
field men are traveling over the country and speak-

ing in churches, halls, homes, and wherever else
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possible, bringing prophetic messages to the people.

In these meetings the Society is literally reaching tens

of thousands of people and bringing blessings to the

Gentiles. At the same time we endeavor to call at-

tention to Israel's place in the plan of God and to

leave the results with the Lord. If our ministry were -J

confined only to the Gentiles I am persuaded that

the results would justify the outlay of every penny
that is used in sustaining it among the Gentiles. We
praise God that, while we are ministering to the

church, the Lord is permitting us to bring the message

of salvation to tens of thousands of Israel who in all

probability would never otherwise have a chance of

hearing the good tidings of salvation through Jesus

Christ our Lord.

It is impossible to judge results in Christian work
by dollars and cents, as one might lead to the Lord

a Dwight L. Moody or a George Mueller in an entire

lifetime, while another might save by the thousands

with no outstanding character. Just so with this

work. We reach through the printed page thousands

and thousands of Jews, who would not otherwise be

reached, at a cost that is exceedingly small in com-

parison to the service rendered. By ordering our

literature in large quantities as we do, we are able

to secure the books at the minimum cost. For direct

results we are confident our labors will compare in

seed sown and ripened grain with any other form of

Christian service.

F. Are The Results Uncertain and Meager/

Being unacquainted with the literary method, a

faithful servant of the Lord may hastily conclude

that the results are too uncertain and meager. Upon
a little reflection this judgment will be seen to be a

hasty induction.

What is the truth about the matter? Thinking in

terms of a comparison will aid in answering. The
results accruing from the work conducted in the regu-

lar mission is just as uncertain as that which is

™

accomplished by the literary method, because the type

of Jew which is usually reached by the mission is of

a floating, roving disposition (but this man needs

the gospel just as much as anyone else). Let it be

understood that the faithful gospel missions that are
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true to the Lord Jesus Christ are doing an excellent

and most important work that should be supported

by the Christian people in every way possible. Here
let me say that some wonderful trophies of grace in

the form of Hebrew Christians have been won by the

45 Missions.

On account of the nature of our work it is im-

possible for us accurately to check up results. We
frequently, however, hear of certain cases and inci-

dentally learn of those brought by the literature

method to a saving knowledge of the Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ. The reason that we do not get

more information concerning the reaction to and the

results of the literature is that the Jew does not wish

to parade before the public his interest in Christianity

—in fact, on the contrary, he tries to conceal it. But

letters which we receive constantly from the various

fields encourage us to go forward and to prosecute

this work as never before.

^The questioner probably does not understand the

nature and the scope of the Biblical Research Society

work and of the Jewish problem which it is en-

deavoring to solve. As I have stated in a paragraph

above, the Jew is seriously mistaken on four cardinal,

underlying doctrines upon which Christianity is built.

In the first four books of my Messianic Series I deal

with these four important lines of thought. To the

present time I have been able to get out only three

of these books but hope to complete the fourth short-

ly. These four books correct the Jewish misconception

relative to these fundamental doctrines and present

the truth from the Old Testament concerning them.

When I have finished the fourth book, I shall immed-
iately begin writing a fifth which shall be entitled

Messiah: His Historical Appearance. Whereas the

first four books discuss the Old Testament aspects

™of these fundamental doctrines concerning Messiah,

the fifth of the Series will deal with the evidence set

forth in the New Testament in behalf of Jesus of

Nazareth as the Jewish Messiah and Saviour of the

world. In addition to this proof I shall bring forth
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testimony concerning our blessed Lord from Jewish

and Gentile sources to corroborate from an historical

point of view the evidence of the New Testament.

I am doing this, not because of my lack of confidence

in the New Testament but for the sake of the un-

believing Jew who wants evidence in addition to that

supplied by the New Testament.

Before a large skyscraper can be erected, excava-

tions must be made which go down to solid rock

foundation. When this is done, a secure foundation

must be laid. Upon it the superstructure is erected.

During the existence of the Society I have bent my
every effort, speaking in terms of the building, to

dig down to bedrock and to lay a broad, firm, un-

shakable foundation on the Old Testament Scriptures.

This, I believe, under God 1 have been able to do

thus far. When I come to the fifth volume, which

constitutes the climax of the Series, I shall erect the

superstructure, proving positively beyond a doubt that

Jesus of Nazareth was and is the Jewish Messiah

and Saviour of the world.

In view of this broad and comprehensive program

which takes time and energy to develop, the inquirer

can see that we are preparing for a great frontal at-

tack upon the opposition to and misconceptions con-

cerning Jesus throughout ail Jewry. A world-wide

testimony to the Messiaship and the divinity of the

Lord Jesus Christ is now in the process of making.

No true critic will formulate judgment in regard to

the unfinished work but will await the completion

of the task and the finished product.

In a reasonable time after the publication of the

five books of the Series and after they have gone

forth in the various languages spoken by the Jews—
the unabridged and large editions to the scholars and

leaders and the abridged to the great masses—then

will be the time to reach a decision with reference to

the merits of the literary method as adopted by the

Biblical Research Society or any other group of

people. Experience, reason, and faith encourage us

to push this major operation throughout Jewry un-
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der the leadership of the Master with all possible

sgeed and with implicit trust in ultimate victory for

our Lord Immanuel.

In this connection it may be well to repeat a truth

which I have stated before. We are not held re-

sponsible by the Lord for results but only for faith-

fulness. If we give forth His Word loyally in the

power of the Holy Spirit, whether orally or by the

printed page, we can claim the Lord's promise "so

shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:

it shall not return unto me void, but it shall

accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper

in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. 55:11). The
objection viewed in the light of these facts is seen

to be groundless and premature.

Having noticed some of the principal objections

that are made to Jewish evangelization and having

answered queries relative to the merits and possibilities

of the literary method, I wish to conclude with what

I conceive to be the imperative need of the hour.

Personallv. I believe that the true church of Jesus

Christ will be caught up out of the earth prior to

the Great Tribulation. When that event occurs, the

genuine work of God will be brought to a stand-

still for lack of laborers.

According to Genesis 12:1-3 and other passages

based thereupon, God has outlined His plan for re-

deeming the world—namely, Israel is to be the chan-

nel through which His spiritual blessings will flow

to the peoples of earth. This position is set forth

in Psalm 67:1, 2;

"God be merciful unto us, and bless us,

And cause his face to shine upon us;

That thy way may be known upon earth,

Thy salvation among all nations."

I conceive it to be the responsibility of the church

now before she departs from the earth to sow the

seed in all Israel. That seed, the Word of God, when
it falls into the moist spot of an honest heart, ger-

minates, and brings forth fruit. The Jew thus accept-

ing the Lord Jesus will be added to His body and

—35—



taken up with the rest of the saints, but most of the

seed falls upon the dry soil of indifferent, impenitent

hearts. When, however, the rains in the form of the

Great Tribulation judgments come upon the world,

this seed will be watered and there will arise a

mighty army of 144,000 Jewish Pauls to give the

truth of the gospel to every creature throughout the

world. The present moment, therefore, is the seed-

sowing time; the harvest comes later—during the

Tribulation and the millennial age.

May you and I, dear Christian friend, be faithful

to the Lord and give this gospel to Israel now that

through her the blessing of God and His salvation

may flow out to the ends of the earth. The Lord

bless each of us and keep us in the center of His

holy, directive will.

BOOKS BY DR. COOPER

'The Eternal God Revealing Himself to Suffering

Israel and to Lost Humanity," 362 pages. Now
reduced to $1.25; paper cover 70 cents.

'The God of Israel," 48 pages. 15 cents each, or

$12.00 per 100.

'Messiah: His Nature and Person," cloth $1.25;

paper 60 cents; abridged paper edition, 40 cents.

'Messiah: His Redemptive Career," cloth $1.00;

paper 35 cents.

'Messiah: His First Coming Scheduled," cloth $1.25;

paper 70 cents, abridged 40 cents. Soon ready.

'The Grand March of Empire," 160 pages, cloth

$1.00; paper 60 cents. Soon ready.

'The New Sanhedrin, or the Revision of the Trial of

Jesus," 80 pages, 50 cents.

'Songs of Zion." 15 cents.

'The Glory of Israel"—new song book. Soon ready.

25 cents.
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CROSS SECTION OF THE WORK

Weekly flow of Literature:

A stream of literature is flowing weekly from the

Head Distributing Branch. The week ending Dec. 8,

1934 was to that date the banner week, the number of

books sent forth being 4,659. In addition to this, many
branches are sending their literature direct which

greatly swells the weekly volume.

Co-operation of Churches given Branch:

"The response thus far has been quite encouraging.

The young people of Church have entered

quite enthusiastically into the work. Several from

Church have promised to line up, and there

are several other churches in which we have oppor-

tunity to present the cause, but have not had oppor-

tunity to do so yet. I am scheduled to present it

briefly in Church. . . . Financially, we
have had a small but steady inflow of money, which

has encouraged us to take the step which I am about

to mention."

From a Jewish Reading Room in India:

"The receipt of a copy of Dr. David L. Cooper's

publication 'The Eternal God Revealing Himself has

afforded me very great pleasure and I hasten to thank

you sincerely for so kindly sending me a copy."

A Hebrew Christian writes:

"I received your booklet, 'The God of Israel.' It

is a wonderful book. It helped me very much. I have
a clearer understanding of the Holy Trinity."

From a Jewish lawyer:

"Will you please send me one of your compli-

mentary copies of 'The Eternal God Revealing Himself
by David L. Cooper, and oblige?"

Printed in U. S. A. January 1, 1935

First Edition 50,000



CROSS SECTION OF THE WORK
(Continued)

From an un*- ;eving Jew:

"This is one of the occasions when it pays to

belong to the 'Blessed of God' crowd. May I have
whatever you can offer in free literature to a Hebrew
about the Messianic Series? Thanking you in ad-

vance and wishing you a happy New Year. . .
."

A Jewish Christian doctor writes:

"Will you be so kind as to send a volume of

'The Eternal God Revealing Himself to Suffering
Israel and to Lost Humanity' to Mr , He is my
twin brother and though I have tried, I have not

brought him the light of the Lord Jesus. We are Jews
by birth. I should like him to receive the volume
before Christmas. Please write me when you ship

and send me the bill. He needs the Lord so badly.

Won't you help me with him?"
(He was sent "The Eternal God Revealing Him-

self" to be followed with other books in the series.)

From a Palestinian Jewish doctor:

"I received the book, 'The Eternal God Revealing
Himself to Suffering Israel and to Lost Humanity.'
Will you kindly inform me how we can relieve suffer-

ing Israel and thereby restore humanity? I will do
all I can to help you. Will you kindly send me comp-
limentary copies of 'The Deity of the God of Israel/

'The New Sanhedrin,' 'An Abridged Manual for Lov-
ers of Israel,' etc., all by David L. Cooper, Th.M.,
Ph.D.?"

From a Jewish convert:

"May the Lord bless you all. Sometime ago I

received from you a little book which is called 'The
God of Israel.' It deals with the Trinity and as I

have been interested since I was saved to bring the

Word of God to the Jew, I think that book would be
the best I have ever had to circulate amongst the

Jews and therefore will ask you if you can send me
a few."

A Jewish lady accepts Christ:
"Dr. Cooper, Mrs , a Jewish woman who sat

in the audience several times under your teaching
accepted Jesus as her Messiah about two weeks ago.
She said that she just could not hold out on her Lord
any longer."
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