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¢ And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho,
that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold there
stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in
his hand: and Joshua went unto him and said unto him,
Art thou for us or for our adversaries? And he said
Nay, but as frince of the host of Jehovah am I now
come,”— Joshua v. 13, 14.

¢ When the strong man fully armed guardeth his own
court his goods are in peace, but when a stronger than
he shall come upon him and overcome him he taketh
from him his whole armour wherein he trusted and divideth
his spoils.” — Luke xi. 21, 22.

¢« Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
Jehovah of hosts.””— Zechariah iv. 6, R. V.
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16 Islam and Missions

ing the past fifty years among tribes which otill bear
Christian names. Of the Mensa Tribe he says that two-
thirds are at present Mohammedan, and only ome-third
nominally Christian. The Bogvs, who were Christian in
1860, bave more than half of them become comverted to
Islam, and the Betguk have all turned Moslem. 1t is in-
teresting, however, to note what this writer stateg:
¢ The Swedish Mission has successfully withstood the
advance of Islam, andhmbmughtlodmh-ekinm
cases to their early Christianity. since in North Abyssinia
itisnotregaxdeduaverygrutcrimetohwman,-
it is in Arabia, Syria, or Persia.”

The increase of Islam, and therefore its menace and
peril, is, however, not confined to the domains of King
Menelik. ‘‘The threatening advance of Islam in Equato-
rial Africa,” to use the words of the Edinburgh Confer-
ence Report, ‘‘presents to the Church of Christ the
decigsive question whether the Dark Continent shall be-
.come Mohammedan or Christian,’”" and it is the unani-
mous opinion of missionary statesmen that the crucial
problem of missions in Africa is to stem the tide of
Islam. In a letter to the Edinburgh Conference,
Dr. Gustav Warneck of the University of Halle wrote :
¢ There is no difference of opinion that Christian missions
dare not halt on the borders of the Mohammedan world,
yet the crucial question at present is, Where are Chris-
tian missions most seriously threatened by Islam %
There can be no doubt about the answer: In Central
Africa ; perbaps also in the Dutch East Indies. If wedo
not counteract the advance of Islam with all our energy
and along the whole line, we shall lose not only large
parts of now pagan Africa, but even territories already
Christianized. The main battle against Mohammedan-
fsm in the immediate future will be fought on East

African soil.”’
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22 Islam and Missions

This has been its ideal from the days of Mohammed, and
it is not without reason that the Lucknow programme de-
votes 8o large a portion of its time to a consideration of
the political changes in the Moslem world and their re-
lation to Islam, and the outlook for Christian missions, as
well as to a consideration of the attitude of Moslem gov- .
ernments towards Christian propagandism. Without en-
croaching upon the special programme for the second
day of our Conference, a geueral survey of the political
changes in the Moslem world since the Cairo Conference
may prove helpful, and is specially appropriate on this
first day when we engage in thanksgiving and praise for
what God has wrought in the Moslem world through His
providence and Spirit.

The statement was made at the Cairo Conference that
the present political division of the Mohammedan world
is a startling evidence of the finger of God in history and
& challenge to faith because it indicates how many of the
doors in Moslem lands are wide open. Three-fourths of
the Moslem world were then considered accessible to
missions, and the late Dr. Jessup, speaking of this chal-
lenge of open doors, said, ‘‘It is a fact not to be ignored
or lightly regarded that almost the only really open doors
to reach Islam are in countries where Moslems are under
Christian or non-Moslem rule. The Turkish Empire,
‘Western Arabia, Persia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Tripoli,
and Morocco, under Moslem rule, are virtually sealed
against liberty of conscience and belief. On the other
hand, in India, the East Indies, Northwest China, Egypt,
Tunis, and Algiers, the door may be regarded as open,
so that about 140,000,000 are in a measure accessible to
the Christian missionary.’”” It needs a statement such as
this to make us realize what God hath wrought during
the past five years in the Moslem world for the hastening
of His kingdom.
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32 Islam and Missions

in Java, India, Persia or Egypt, and compels him to
adopt a new theology and a new philosophy and new
social standards, or give up his religion altogether. How
far the advocates of the new Islam go in throwing over-
board their cargo to save the ship is illustrated in the
book ‘The Truth about Islam,’’ just published at Cairo
by Dr. Muhammad Badr, a graduate of Edinburgh
University. No orthodox Moslem would recognize his
presentation of Islam as the same religion which he
professes. The stories of the Koran to him are only alle-
gories or rhetorical devices, ‘‘read literally they are in-
credible’’ ; and again he says, ‘‘the Koran must be re-
garded in the light of pure reason and modern science.”
It will prove a hard task for him and others of the new
Islam school to rationalize Surat el Kahaf or Surat en-
Nisa !

The enormous increase and activity of Moslem journal-
ism and the Moslem press in all the chief centres of the
Moslem world is also an indication of intellectual and
social unrest. When freedom was proclaimed in Persia
and Turkey, newspapers sprang up like mushrooms,
and nearly all of them were advocates of liberty, equality
and freedom. In Teheran the names of the journals
themselves were startling. Newsboys cried out their wares
and sold copies of The Assembly, The Holy Spirit, Civiliza-
tion, The Cry of the Country, The True Dawn, Progress,
and Knowledge. The Revue du Monde Musulman pub-
lished a list of no less than four hundred and seventy-four
newspapers and magazines which had been issued in
Turkey since July 24, 1908, the birthday of liberty.
The old order of the press seemed gone. But censorship,
which had ceased for a time in Turkey, is again being
exercised by the Young Turks, and while the Moderate
Party edits a paper called The Constitution, in Paris,
which is forbidden entrance in Turkey, some of the lead-
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42 Islam and Missions

Morocco (one of the dark places in the world to-day) is
typical of the degradation of Islam ; Persia of its disin-
tegration ; Arabia of its stagnation ; Egypt of its attempted
reformation ; China shows the neglect of Islam ; Java, the
conversion of Islam ; India, the opportunity to reach Islam ;
Equatorial Africa, its peril. Each of these typical con-
ditions is in itself an appeal. The supreme need of the
Moslem world is Jesus Christ. He alone can give light
to Morocco, unity to Persia, life to Arabia, rebirth to
Egypt, reach the neglected in China, win Malaysia, meet
the opportunity in India, and stop the aggressive peril
in Africa.

With all there is of encouragement to our faith, the
problem remains big and baffling. We can do nothing
of ourselves : our sufficiency is only of God. ¢ Oh, our
God, wilt Thou not judge them, for we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us,
neither know we what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee.’?
Amen.
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[{-] Islam and Missions

is that of an inferior servant or subject, merely tolerated
80 long as he may be useful, but otherwise put out of the
way with as little consideration as any other animal
which has become useless or hurtful. In the exigencies
of political relations with foreign nations a Christian
power may be recognized as superior in strength and
tolerated of necessity, but never truly loved. But the
relation of equality and brotherhood is inherently op-
posed to the spirit of Islam, and hence it is hard to be-
lieve that this can be really effective in the creed and
practice of any Moslem power.

Before the revolution, the young men of Turkey were
going abroad by the thousand every year. There is not
a land on the face of the globe where Armenians and
Syrians are not to be found. They are itinerant mer-
chants on every road and byway. They work in the
mines and factories ; somne run banks and sweat-shops in
lower New York. They enter the homes of America’s
rich to sell rugs or to work on the sympathies of their
comfortable listeners. They gather money by every
means and on every pretense. When liberty was pro-
claimed many thought that this tide of emigration would
be reversed, and that those who had left would come back
to happy homes.

One of the items of the reform and equality party was
the enlistment of Christians in the army on equal terms
with their Mohammedan neighbours. This was ae-
claimed with loud voices in many sections by the Chris-
tians, and is still accepted in such regions as Armenia,
where the normal Christian population far outnumbers
the Moslems. But elsewhere, where the majority is
strongly the other way, the Christian young men have re-
sorted to every possible subterfuge to prove their exemp-
tion from military service, and where this is impossible
they have escaped from the country. In short, they will
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62 Islam and Missions

Protestant Christendom seems to be getting more fally
aware of its duties towards Islam. We welcome this asa
hopeful sign, most of all for the Dark Continent, where
long neglected work must now be taken up speedily and
energetically.
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66 Islam and Missions

aries into all parts. They sought to inspire the Sheikhs
of the other orders with their missionary zeal. They
were clever in adapting themselves to the ways and
thoughts of others in order to win them over. ¢‘To the
Shadhiliya they appeared as teachers of their doctrines,
to the Darkaviya as ardent reformers, to the Ulema and
to men unconnected with any order they extolled the
power and dignity of the Sultan as the Caliph of Islam.
They kept alive a spirit of restlessness, and encouraged
the hope that all Moslem lands would be freed from the
yoke of the infidel.”’ ' They have monasteriesin Algiers,
but in Morocco, owing to their pan-Islamic teaching,
their influence is slight.

In modern times Islam has passed from the Sudan into
the equatorial regions from two centres. From the west
it has gone along the Atlantic coast to Senegal, Timbuktu
and Hausa land. From the eastern side the modern
movement began when Si Ahmed bin Idris, the Sheikh of
the Kadiriya Order, sent out his missionaries in the early
years of the nineteenth century. The Moslems in Nubia
joined this order in large numbers, and began missionary
work in Kordofan, a work now carried on by the Senusis.
These two movements, sometimes in the past warlike and
fanatical, at other times as now more peaceful, have ad-
vanced rapidly into the pagan regions. ‘‘ Mohammedan
North Africa is advancing surely and steadily southwards
across the Sahara, which is no longer the barrier it once
was. Instead of being an unbroken desert, as once
thought, it is now known to contain teeming pagan tribes.
A great range of mountains has hitherto proved an
obstacle to advance, and Mohammedanism has been kept
in check, but with the partition of Africa amongst the
powers of Europe has come a new danger. The old

18ee ‘‘ The Religious Orders of Islam,’’ pp. 73-74, for a further
acoount of this powerful order.
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Pan-Islamism in Malaysia 99

Pan-Islamism is one of those currents of spiritual feel-
ing in the hearts of these Mohammedan peoples which
maust be diverted into another channel if ever Christianity
isto find there full entrance.



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



106 Islam and Missions

What, it may be asked, has been the net moral result
of all the marvellous political changes of the past two
years? The situation is complex, and different estimates
of the forces at work will be made by different observers.
Yet certain facts stand out clearly. It is evident that the
national spirit of all classes of the population has been
quickened as it had not been before for centuries. Even
the Christian subjects of the Ottoman Empire have been
fired with a certain patriotic fervour. For the first time
in generations, non-Moslem citizens have ceased to look
to foreign powers for their political salvation. In spite
of many untoward incidents there has been a great draw-
ing together of the Moslem and Christian populations.
For the educated portion, at least, the old religious gulf
of separation has been partially bridged over. In conse-
quence a new fund of common national ideals is being
gradually accumulated.

On the other hand, there has been a marked revival of
Mohammedan religious fervour. The energies of the
masses have been profoundly stirred. Their whole na-
ture is in a state of unprecedented activity. When men
are thus roused, their religious convictions inevitably
operate with new force. Under present conditions the
conscience of the majority, however enlightened, can be
no other than a Moslem conscience. The Constitution
formally recognizes the religion of the state as the relig-
fon of Islam. It would be a psychological and moral
miracle if they did not seck to make their new political
and social advance contribute to the npbuilding of Islam.
For political reasons, the Young Turk leaders find it
highly expedient to favour such a movement, though
they have no intention of strengthening the hold of the
ecclesiastical party as such. However divided among
themselves the different political parties may be, all have
united in a determination to protect Islam from the in-
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110 Islam and Missions

explanation of that failure in the past, the Christian
Church is now confronted by an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to place a new and higher interpretation on its mis-
gionary zeal. We come to Moslems as brothers. We
proclaim a gospel of fellowship in every forward tend-
ency. We tell them of great blessings that the Gospel
has brought into our life. 'We point—somewhat shame-
facedly it may be at the delay—to its slowly increasing
influence on social and national activities in the West.
We acknowledge that we are only partially loyal to its
principles, but we place the Gospel before them for their
consideration as the most satisfying and the most com-
manding revelation of the divine purpose for man—a
revelation that the East has given to the West—a revela-
tion that was the product of spiritual experience enjoyed
by men of the Semitic race. We appeal to them to enter
into their own natural heritage, to make ever-increasing
application of its principles to their own individual, social
and national activities, interpreting it for themselves in
forms that shall be true to their native genius. This mis-
sionary attitude is nothing new, but the opportunity for its
expression is new. The situation is unprecedented in the
history of missions. Here is a great Moslem people most
eager to assimilate new forces, and to show itself capable
of developing new institutions similar to those which are
the glory of Christianity. A moral crisis in the relations
of the two religions has thus been created. Never before
has Islam been in such a position to appreciate the Chris-
tian message of a divine remewing energy, upbuilding
character and moulding every human institution. The
Gospel for the healing of the nations will now assuredly
find its supreme opportunity. Can the agents of that
Gospel adjust themselves to the changed conditions? Let
us approach the Moslem world with a faith in their moral
purpose, with an avowed respect for their new endeavour.
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140 Islam and Missions

reasonable effort should be made not to offend but to at-
tract. Persia is in a sensitive condition. It is not wise
to argue against the weakness of their religious system,
but if we can by God’s help correctly represent to the
Moslems the holy beauty and infinite saving power of
Jesus Christ and His Gospel, the fallacies of their own
religion will become evident to them. Present condi-
tions do not constitute an opportunity for the wholesale
forcing of Christianity upon the Persians, but instead of
that, we should carry on the work with great caution and
discretion. Many of the Persians are willing and ready
to let themselves and their children be influenced by
Christianity and take their chances as to whether these
influences will ultimately lead to their becoming Chris-
tians. This fact is especially noticeable in the educa-
tional movement that has taken hold of the country.
They are demanding modern education for both sexes ;
many of them are anxious to put their children into the
mission schools even though they know that the Bible is
regularly taught. Christian missions in Persia should
adequately cope therefore with the present demand for
education. The future of Christian missions during the
next few years in Persia depends, under the will of God,
upon political developments, the quality of the mission-
aries, and the prayers of the Church.
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158 Islam and Missions

message to the Moslem heart we know what the result
must be. Politics, economic problems, social and mate-
rial prosperity, may for a time absorb the attention of the
awakening people, but earnest minds cannot rest finally
in these things, and we may with utmost confidence hold
up to their view the once crucified but now exalted
Saviour, and He will draw them to Himself.
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182 Islam and Missions

treated them with kindness and consideration. There are
many encouragements to support the belief that a medical
mission to Mohammedan women directed by fully qualified
lady doctors would find a welcome even in the city of
Kabul. The Mohammedan does not take it seriously that
women can be teachers of religion and it is foreign to their
ideas about women fanatically to attack a woman because
of her religion. The wonderful care of God for His mis-
sionary servants has been apparent now for many years
on the frontiers of India, for while many government
officers have been killed there by Moslem fanatics there
is, it is believed, not an instance of a missionary being
killed there.

‘¢ And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed :
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms and
it shall stand forever ”’ (Dan. ii. 44).
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194 ' Islam and Missions

strong entrenchments on the east coast, it is steadily
pressing southward and westward. It offers to the
primitive tribes, along with the attractions of a nobler
belief, the inducements of a certain social elevation, of
connection with a great religious community, and of a
better standing with foreign administrations, while its
terms both of conversion and of membership present no
difficulty to the understanding or morality of a heathen.

. The question is, shall we tarry and trifle in our
mlssion, while Africa is being made the prey of Islam?
The added difficulty of our task to-day is the penalty of
our past neglect; and if we are to avert our task being
made harder still by the onward march of Islam, there is
not a day to lose.”
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204 Islam and Missions

(¢) FEast Africa. Bishop Peel reports that the gov-
ernment in British East Africa is neutral, and that ity
attitude largely depends on the personality of the offi-
cials, but that for the last ten years all mission work
has been well supported by government.

(f) British Central Africa. Islam is making way
here, but I am not aware of the attitude of government
in the face of this fact.

(9) South Africa. For the sake of completeness South
Africa with its 50,000 Moslems must be mentioned.
But they do not make a noticeable enough element in
South Africa, I am informed,’ to call for comment
here. Where Moslems are not formidable they get no
notice taken of them by the British government.

(k) Sierra Leone. Mr. Garrett writes : ‘‘ The policy
of the British government towards Mohammedans in
Sierra Leone is called neutrality. This is, however,
certainly a mistake, as Mohammedan schools are aided
admittedly on different lines from others. . . . I
would like to see neutrality thrown away and tolerant
Christianity encouraged. This can be brought about
by the arrival of out-and-out Christian statesmen.”” Mr.
Garrett also thinks the present policy of neutrality with
special consideration for Mohammedans will end in
‘¢ failure and contumely.” He calls the impartiality of
the government a spurious one.

(§) Nigeria. It is probably here where the British
government is seen at its weakest and its policy most
mistaken. Dr. Miller, of Hausaland, has repeatedly
criticized the attitude of British officials, and very
strong things were said on this subject at the Edin-
burgh Conference. Christians and pagans, it was said,
are consistently made to feel by British officials that

! By Mr. Clinton J. Wood, who has recently made a special and
tull study of the subjeot.
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on the surface they would appear to be, but as the inevi-
table result of present economic conditions. I can here
give but one instance. Amongst certain low castes,
widow marriage was prevalent years ago, but now it is
looked on with disfavour mainly because the men are too
poor to keep two wives. The women must live. Their
relatives cannot keep them. Shall they go out into the
world as disreputable characters or as wives or concubines
of the Moslems? Which are they to choose? Certainly,
to throw in their lot with the Moslems seems to be the
more worthy. The men, too, finding greater openings
for labour join the Mohammedan community.

Having thus understood something of the reasons for
the Moslem growth we may be better able to think out
measures to meet the advance.

We cannot adopt all the tactics of the Moslems, though
sometimes Europeans in an outburst of impatience have
urged force in converting to Christianity." Compulsion
and Christianity are incompatible. Meredith Townsend
is more to the point when he says, ‘‘ India, unless all is
changed by the intervention of some new force, must be-
come a Mohammedan country. . . . The intervening
spiritual force which ought to prevent this is, of course,
Christianity.”” * His contention is reasonable and it be-
hooves all missionaries working in Moslem areas to se-
riously set themselves to make this spiritual force felt.
How are we to do this?

'In a reccnt book, ‘‘ The Native Clergy in Heathen Lands,” by a
German Jesuit named Hounder, we find an advocate of the use of force.
He says, *‘ Clovis and Charlemagne (who drove the heathen S8axons in
masses into the Elbe for baptism) have been more effective pioneers of
Christianity than thousands of native and foreign missionaries. They
were God-sent apostles of a peculiar type. God closely binds the use
of the sword to the religious development of a people.’’—Quotation
trom Record of Christian Work for October, 1910,

* Meredith Townsend, ‘‘ East and Europe,’’



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



248 Islam and Missions

Sonship of Christ, and other important doctrines need to
be cleared of the gross mistakes in which they are viewed
by followers of Islam. Chinese tracts in Moslem mould
with a plain statement of the truth, and by preference
with title page printed in Chinese and Arabic would be of
great value. Other tracts needed are such as are in use
in India ; short extracts from the Koran, such as, * ask
pardon for thy sins,”” in Chinese and Arabic, just as in
India there are such in English and Arabic. A brief
and moderate acoount of the life of the prophet of Islam,
carefully avoiding the depths of iniquity which the
masses of Moslems know little about, and as Dr. Bruce
of Persia used to maintain, the less they know the better.

The Arabic tracts required for the Mullas will best be
decided by those expert in this language ; I know of no
such Christian in China.

In correspondence with friends in Cairo, this sugges-
tion has been sent; we gladly give it a place in the list.
‘‘ Let some missionaries have a year or more in Egypt to
help them in taking up work among the Moslems in
China.”

Without multiplying organizations, could not some
plan be devised to unite in service, and to strengthen the
hands of all who are working among the Moslems in
China 1



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q
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by this have received power to believe in the victory of
Jesus Christ over even Moslem hearts.

It is worth while to work for those, who having such a
capacity for single-hearted, stout, and fiery adherence to
what they think right, will make as whole-hearted fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, once they are won for Him.
When with hearts longing for the appearance of the Sun
of Righteousness, we ask the question: ‘ Watchman,
what of the morning? Watchman, what of the morn-
ing 1" our faith, looking over Moslem Russia covered
as yet by the darkness of night, answers: ‘It is yet
night, yes, but the morning cometh !’
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supply elements which are needed to adjust religion with
scientific thought, and better still those by which he may
attain the assurance of forgiveness, the power of sanctifi-
cation, and the sure hope of eternal life.
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