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“ ANASTASIS.” BY PROF. BUSH.

fContinued from page 225f
“ From all that we have read,” ob-

serves Prof. Gaussen of Geneva, “
it

results that there are in the world only

two schools, or but two religions : that

which places the Bible above every

thing ;
and that which places something

above the Bible. The first was evident-

ly that of Jesus Christ ; the second is that

of the rationahsts of all denominations

and of all ages.

“The motto of the first is this
;

all the

written word is inspired of God, even to

a single iota or tittle ; the Scriptures can-

not be broken.
“ The device of the second is this

;

there are human judges of the word of

God.
“Instead of placing the Bible above

every thing, it is, on the contrary, either

science or reason, or human tradition, or

some new inspiration, that it places above

the Bible. Thence all the rationalists;

and thence all their false religions.

“They correct the word of God, or

they complete it; they contradict it, or

they interdict it ; they teach their pu-

pils to read it with irreverence, or they

prohibit the reading of it.”*

* “ Theopneusty
;
or, The Plenary Inspira-

tion of the Holy Scriptures,” — a work
which we may be allowed here to com-
mend to the special attention of Christians

and Christian families, as being at once
sound in its principles, and characteristi-

cally vivid and eloquent in the statement
and illustration of them. Mr. Kirk has
done good sei^'ico to the Church, by trans-

lating it.

In which of these two schools Prof.

Bush now sits, and “ learns the lessons

of the universe,” we prefer that our read-

ers should form their own opinion, after

reading and weighing well the import of

the following extracts from Anastasis :

—

If the teachings of that divine vol-

ume array themselves so unequivo-
cally and inexorably against the con-
clusions to which we are brought by
the argument from reason, that we
can by no process of conciliation har-
monize the two, undoubtedly we are
required to abide by the Scriptural
decision, whatever violence it may
seem to do to our rational deduc-
tions ;—p. 85.

This certainly looks very fair. What,

indeed, could any man—Professor Gaus-

sen himself— ask more? But then the

recollection of our Professor’s fortunate,

or prudential, habit of saying something

on both sides ofa question, comes unplea-

santly across the mind, and we feel the

necessity of still keeping our eyes open.

So we continue the search a little longer ;

and sure enough it is not long, before we
find the other side very adequately pro-

vided for. Such passages as those which

we here select, abound in Anastasis, and

they exhibit the basis on which the

whole of our author’s speculations claim

to rest :

—

If the averments of that word
13
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wliich professes to have emanated
from the Omniscient Spirit, clash

with any positive, fixed, irrefragable

truth in the universe, then the w'ord

itself must be a forgery and a lie

;

for God would never set one truth
in contradiction to another. Pano-
plied by this principle, which is as

firm as the perpetual hills, if, in the
careful scanning of that word, the
letter speaks a language contrary to

clearly ascertainedfacts in nature and
science, he will take it as type, fig-

ure, allegory, metaphor, symbol, ac-

commodation, anthopomorphism—
any thing, rather than the declaration

of absolute verity ;—p. 11.

We confess ourselves unable to con-

ceive of an instance, in which language

could be framed so “unequivocal and

inexorable,” that by taking it to mean
“ any thing, rather than what it says, it

would not be saved from clashing with

any alleged facts, however monstrous.

The compliment, therefore, previously

quoted, to the paramount authority of

revelation, begins already to sound some-

what ambiguous ;
nor can it be disguised

that every subsequent disclosure only

confirms our worst fears.

Thus, when Prof. B., the other day,

thought it not unbecoming to take a min-

ister of the gospel to task in a secular

journal, for having simply discharged his

duty to “ the flock over the which the

Holy Ghost hath made him overseer,”

by warning them against the evil ten-

dencies of this book, here is the style

employed :

—

If that divine document cannot
stand the test of the most rigid scru-

tiny of reason—if its express dicta

are confronted by the most palpable

facts in the creation, and no way can
be indicated of harmonizing them

—

then we must consider its authority

as effectually annulled;

—

That is to say ;—Suppose it to be an

“ express dictum of the divine docu-

ment” that 2 and 2 make 5, whereas

“ the rigid scrutiny of reason” assures us,

that they make 4, what we have then to

do is, to invent some “ way of harmoniz-

[April

ing” these discordant results. “ Scrip-

ture must be interpreted so as to agree

or, failing to do this, “ we are undoubt-
edly required to abide by the scriptural

decision,” says the Professor on p. 85 of

Anastasis ; but, “ to one thing constant

never,” in his newspaper article he de-

clares, that “ we must then consider its

authority as effectually annulled.”

Now what shall we say to all this ?

We dare scarcely trust ourselves to speak
of it as we think it deserN’es. But as the

least that we can do, we meet it with

an indignant denial, that such a case as

our author is fond of supposing, ever once

occurs. The very supposition dishonors

the Bible, and “ the Father of Lights”

from whom it descends ; and this choice

of expedients for helping either us, or

the Bible, out of the dilemma, we spurn

from us with equal promptitude, and

with equal contempt. Our position is

that Scripture, interpreted by itself, and

according to the ordinary principles, by

which the human mind deteimines the

sense ofhuman language, written or spo-

ken, has never yet been shown, and can-

not now be shown by abler men than

Prof. B., to contradict, in any one partic-

ular, what our author chooses to call

“ absolute verity.” Like Him, of whom
all Scripture testifies, she meekly but

firmly confronts them that rise up against

her, with the challenge, “ Which of you

convinceth me of sin ?” Very often, and

in very “ diverse manners,” has that

challenge been accepted
;
and as often

has Faith rejoiced to see the assailant,

however loud in his vauutings, and how-

ever fierce his onset, “ go backward, and

fall to the ground,” as before the face

of God. God forbid, that a better fate

should attend any similar venture !

W e will give ourselves no farther trou-

ble with the Professor’s leai’ned referen-

ces to “ the departments of astronomy

and geology.” It was formerly shown,

that he has proved nothing whatever by

them, except the desperate shifts to which

he feels himself reduced, for something

to countenance his own audacity. But
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we cannot pass from this Chapter on

“ the principle, which really lies at the

foundation of our whole course of exege-

sis,” (p. 86,) without attempting, by

means of one or two additional quota-

tions, to furnish the reader with a clear

and distinct apprehension of what that

principle is. For this purpose, however,

the following, we think, will be deemed

sufficient :

—

While we must honor the loyalty

to revelation that has been evinced

in this pious sensitiveness to every

thing that seemed to come in con-

flict with its statements, we cannot

at the same time but be pained and
surprised at the tardy process by
which the conclusion has been arri-

ved at, that the grand scope of the

Bible is morale and not scientific, and
that no important interest of revela-

tion is jeoparded by admitting that,

on a multitude of subjects which come
within the range of man's unassisted

powers, the Spirit of inspiration pro-

fesses nothing more than to speak ac-

cording to visible appearances and
popular notions. (The italics are our
own.) This fact is now beginning

to be very generally recognized, and
no enlightened mind dreams that

what is gained to science is neces-

sarily lost to Scripture. Still we
have no idea that the extent to which
this principle is to be applied, is at

this day at all adequately apprecia-

ted, and therefore we shall not be in

the least surprised if the present at-

tempt to make the ascertained results

of physiology a test by which to try

many of the literal declarations of
the sacred writers, should be regard-
ed as a bold and hazardous coming
in collision with its sacred verities ;

—

pp. 28, 29.

Are not the Scriptures constructed
on this point, as on all others having
respect to physical subjects, in ref-

erence to the then state of knowd-
edge—to the popular impression and
belief among those for whom they
were originally designed ? And did

the Jews and the early Christians

know what we know in relation to

our physical organization ? Was
14

the science of animal chemistry de-

veloped in those early ages ? Were
they skilled in anthropology ? Did
they know any more of the settled

truths embraced in this sphere of

knowledge, than of those which fall

into the department of astronomy or

geology? It avails nothing to say
that the Spirit which indited the

Scriptures knew these truths, if the
writers did not. The Spirit knew
too, equally well, the true structure

of the solar system and the age of
the globe upon which we dwell.

Yet he has not seen fit to speak ac-

cording to his knowledge on those

points, and why should he any more
on this ? If there are actuallj’ stages

in the progress of human intelli-

gence ; if the collective mind of the

race, like that of an individual, pass-

es through the grades of infancy,

childhood, youth, and maturity

:

must not a revelation from God,
vouchsafed to the earlier generations

of men, adapt itself to their existing

intellectual state ? Can a child com-
prehend the deep things of a man ?

Who then, &c., &c.,—pp. 90, 91.

Paul and his neighbors—Plato and the

rest of them—were very poor anthropol-

ogists. And so the Scriptures are apt to

be exceedingly delusive on physical

subjects.” But our philosopher’s views

expand, as he proceeds ; and by the time

he gets to p. 238, he attains to quite an

advanced stage of “ progressive develop-

ment:”

—

Without acceding, to the full ex-

tent, to the canons of interpretation

adopted in the accommodation school

of Semler and others in Germany,
we may still admit that the principle

is to be in some degree recognized
in the didactic procedures of Christ
and the apostles. Certain it is, that

no one, w’ho attentively scans the
distinguishing features of the Gos-
pel, can affirm that it is constructed

on the principle of an open, absolute

and unequivocal expose of the great

moral truths which take hold of
man's future deslirty. W^e perceive

all along a constant running refer-

ence to the doctrines and sentiments
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imbibed by the Jews from their

Scriptures, which were undoubtedly
an imperfect, &C., 6cc.

We should certainly like to know
whereabouts the German brethren arc

now, that Prof. B., hard as he toils after,

and as it would seem without panting

at all, is not able to keep quite up with

them— not “ to the full extent.” Page

244 informs us, that among the “physical

subjects,” or “great moral truths,” res-

pecting which the Jews were so deplora-

bly ignorant, that Christ and the apostles

had to humor “ their prejudices,” in or-

der not to “shock” them—nay, in order

to “make themselves intelligible,” (p.

242,) are such as those denoted by “ the

words, spirit, soul, heaven, hell,

which undoubtedly conveyed, in their

popular usage, ideas that would not stand

the test of absolute truth.” The Prof.’s

“New Work on Psychology” will, per-

haps, let us into this very desirable kind

of truth—the absolute—in regard to the

first two topics named. From Anasta-

sis we already learn that the absolute

truth in regard to heaven and hell is,

that there are no such places in existence

!

The ordinary gross conceptions

of the local relations of heaven and
hell to each other, and to the present

sphere of our existence, are done
away, and we look to the precincts

of our own bosoms for the constitu-

tive elements of each—p. 12;

—

that is, we suppose, they exist only in

the spiritual, or psychical, condition.

Of one thing we feel a comfortable as-

surance, that Prof. B. cannot justly com-

plain of our having in aught misrepre-

sented, or caricatured him. Were we
even capable of such baseness, we are

spared the necessity of resorting to it in

his case. By far the best way of answer-

ing him, we find, is just to let him speak

out for himself, and then, as the lawyers

say, send the case to the jury without

argument. But let Prof. B. understand,

that that Jury is none other than the

Church of the living God—before none

other would we in such a matter consent

to plead—and that the statute book, by

CHRONICLE. [April

which, in that presence, and in another

infinitely more awful still, we must all

alike be tried, is God’s own living word.

What, then, we ask with solemnity,

but with little apprehension as to the

character of the verdict—what says the

Church of God to these principles of one

of her teachers ? Or, have we used un-

warrantable severity in saying, that a

book enforcing, and confessedly built

upon such principles, “ teems v/ith the

seeds of infidelity ?” What more would
any infidel ask, than liberty to draw
“ black lines” through every passage, that

did not suit him, on a “ multitude of sub-

jects,” such as the “ spirit, soul, heaven,

hell,” on the plea that they had been in-

troduced originally merely as sops to the

prejudices, and popular errors, of an ig-

norant age, and of a rude people utterly

unskilled in the scientific mysteries of

physiology, psychology, animal chemis-

try, and anthropology ? Surely, the man’s

bigotry—and it would not surprise us,

did it so turn out—must be as relentless,

as that of his twin brother and faithful

ally, the Popish priest, if, after all, he
could not live in the same house with a

book so mangled and mutilated.

W e are perfectly willing it should be

known, that Prof. B. asserts, (p. 82,) that

“ he yields to no man living in sentiments

of profound reverence for the oracles of

Scripture.” But, at the same time, we
do respectfully entreat him to bear with

us, while we give it as our most painful

impression, that in making that assertion

he deceives himself— deceives himself

far more, than he can deceive any one

else.

The prevalence in our churches of

Prof. B.’s principles of interpretation,

we should dread and deprecate infinitely

more, than that—shall we call it, excess,

or paralysis, of intellect, which could dote

over this little nest of paralogisms as

“ invincible logic”—more even than the

reception of his doctrinal results. Tho-

roughly preposterous as these are, they

do but deface, and dislodge, some of the

cai*ved work, and fairest stones of the

Sanctuary. The reader has now been
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admitted to see him grasping the pillars,

and heaving at the foundations. And “if

the foundations be destroyed, what can

the righteous do ?” — Fortunately for

such, our author is not a Sampson, any

more than he is a Semler— to the full

extent.

The (Scriptural Argument.

The celebrated Lord Eldon, it is well

known, used to say, that no man in Eng-

land could frame an act of rarliament

so precise and strict in its definitions,

but an expert charioteer could drive

through it with a coach and four. The

glorious uncertainty of the law is no

doubt proverbial ; but his lordship’s illus-

tration we had supposed to be merely a

witty hyperbole, until we came to study

Anastasis.

AV e hold it to be utterly impossible

for a simple, pious mind, to follow Prof.

Bush in his “ examination of particular

passages,” first from the Old Testament

and then from the New, without being

pained and oppressed at almost every

step by the feeling, “ This is not giving

Scripture fair play— this is not to inter-

pret Scripture, but to wrest it.” The
Professor himself likes to talk of “ inter-

rogating" Scripture
; nor have we any

objection to that word, as descriptive of

his practice. It reminds us of the days,

when plain, sober, honest, Christian peo-

ple were “ interrogated," sure enough,

by dint of the thumbikin and iron boot.

We give it as our deliberate opiniou,

which we expect to justify before our

readers, that if this style of “ handling

the w’ord of God ’ be a lawful one, then

no labor can well be worse spent, than

that laid out on attempts to prove any

doctrine, or disprove any error, by means

of the Bible.

Gladly would we escape from this part

of the discussion. What, indeed, more

irksome than to dispute the meaning of

a text with one, who tells you before-

hand, that “ on a multitude of subjects”

—

“ physical subjects” — and “ the great

moral truths which take hold of man’s

future destiny”—“ the Spirit ofinspiration

professes nothing more than to speak ac-

cording to visible appearances and popu-

lar notions.” Not only were the inspired

penmen ignorant of the absolute truth,

and the unconscious victims of such ap-

pearances and prejudices, but the very
“ Spirit of truth, proceeding from the

Father to guide these holy men of God
into all truth,” though not ignorant Him-
self, yet condescended to conform His

utterance to the language and the appre-

hensious of the ignorant ; and therefore,

as the natural and consistent consequence

of this theory, whensoever the obvious

meaning of a passage cannot otherwise

be reconciled with the deductions of

reason, so called, “ he will take it as

type, figure, allegory, metaphor, symbol,

accommodation, anthropomorphism —
any thing, rather than the declaration of

absolute verity.”

Applying these convenient principles

to the case in hand, he assumes, as he

thinks on sufficient— as w^e thiuk, and

trust thatwe have proved, on most insuffi-

cient—grounds, that a bodily resurrection

“is intrinsically inconceivable and incred-

ible and then, when, in the “ course

of exegesis,’’ he approaches with glow-

ing wheels some obstacle to his progress,

which the spectator shudders to think

must inevitably dash our hermeneutical

Phaeton into a psyche, at least—lo, be-

fore we know where we are, he is past

it with a smile, and a bow, and a few

gentle hints;—Oh, it can't be so—“ truth

is truth, regard it how we may—scripture

must be interpreted so as to agree !”

Now, let not the author, nor any friend

of his, think to evade the force, or bring

into question the justice of our exposure,

by simply saying, we are sarcastic. It

is difficult sometimes to keep down a

feeling of indignation, although w’e con-

fess that sorrow were the more becom-

ing sentiment ;
— but let the sarcasm, as

it ought, go for nothing
;
we happen to

be in a perfectly good humor just at pre-

sent ;
and most devoutly thankful shall

we be either to the author, or to any of

his friends, among whom we hope to be
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allowed still to number ourselves, if they

can satisfy the Christian community, that

his treatment of the Bible is different

from what we represent it to be.

But then a child can see, that, if these

things are so, there is no chance left of

satisfying the Professor—that is, by scrip-

tural evidence—of the unsoundness eith-

er of his exegesis or his theory. Still,

as we hope our readers are not quite so

far gone in philosophy, we proceed to re-

deem, if we can, the pledge which binds

us to show, that if this book be in its

logic very bad, it is worse, if that be pos-

sible, in its interpretations.”

The second chapter of Part II. is a

very short one of two pages, on “ The
Old Testament Doctrine of the Resur-

rection.” The substance of it is in these

two extracts :

—

It is indeed true, that the doctrine
of the resurrection enters into the
articles of the Jewish creed, and as

their creed professedly rests upon
the Old Testament alone, it would
seem a problem difficult to be solved,

whence their faith on this subject
was derived, if not from the writings
of Moses and the prophets ;—p. 93.

The question is
;
How came the resur-

rection of the body to be an article of

the popular Jev:ish creed, unknown, as it

was, to all other the most speculative na-

tions, if there was really nothing in the

Jewish Scriptures to countenance the

notion ? This we deem a very difficult

problem, indeed
;
and here is all the so-

lution afforded by our author ;

—

Moses and the prophets do un-
questionably contain explicit intima-

tions of a future life, even when we
can detect no traces of an allusion

to the revival of the defunct body

;

and these scattered notices the Jews
have wrought together into the sem-
blance of a theory of a corporeal

resurrection. They have, doubtless,

been the rather led to this conclusion

by understanding, in a literal sense,

a number of passages which, rightly

interpreted, speak only of a mystical

or allegorical resurrection ;—p. 93.

But all other nations have their super-

stitions about 0
.

future life

;

and the resur-

rection is not among them. Whence,
then, we still ask, the Jewish peculiarity ?

The reason, however, why we refer

at all to this little chapter, is to record

the Professor’s admission, that “ the doc-

trine of the resurrection enters into the

articles of the Jewish creed.'’ We shall

find the use of this, when we come to

the New Testament evidence.

Chapter Third is equally brief on
“ the definition of terms.” We give the

substance of it also :

—

The principal of these are HDlpD

and HTin, the former derived from

Dip, to stand up, and the latter from

n’n» to live. To the former the Greek

word atdeui or drd(jT'acrtj, standing or

standing again, corresponds
;
to the

latter, dmjStcofftj or revivi-

fication or reviviscence ;—p. 94.

How obvious is it to remark, that such

terms are intelligible and appropriate,

only when understood of a bodily resur-

rection. How can Prof. B.’s “ psychical

body” be said to stand up; to stand

again; when it had ex fallen down 7

or to live; live again; when he ex-

pressly asserts, that ^'•it never dies ?”

And now for the “examination of par-

ticular passages ;”—and, first, from the

Old Testament. To save room, we must

ask the reader, who may feel an interest

in these discussions, just to turn to the

several passages in his Bible.

Gen. XVII. 7, 8.—Upon this (says

Prof. B.,) Menasseh Ben Israel (De
Resurrec. Mort. L. i. c. 1, § 4,) re-

marks, “It is plain that Abraham
and the rest of the Patriarchs did

not possess that land
;

it follows,

therefore, that they must be raised,

in order to enjoy the promised good,

as otherwise the promises of God
would be vain and false. Hence,
therefore, is proved not only the im-

mortality of the soul, but also the

essential foundation of the law, to

wit : the resurrection of the dead.”

Mede also puts the same construction
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upon the words, and it is generally

adopted by the Millenarian writers,

who very unanimously regard Mede
as their great oracle ;—p. 97.

Most readers, probably, as our author

previously intimates, “ have never before

suspected this passage of bearing at all

on the point in debate.” Nor have we
the slightest intention of here undertak-

ing the defense of the Millenarian wii-

ters, or of their views ;
though certainly,

if we are to have an “ oracle” at all, other

than “ the oracles of God,” we could

not hesitate long between Joseph Mede

and Emanuel Swedenborg. All that we
mean to say, however, is, that our author

should either not have professed to an-

swer the argument, which some have

reared on these words of the God of the

covenant, or he should have made his

answera valid one. Wedonotnowsay,
that such an answer cannot be framed

;

we say that Prof. B., in his attempt, has

failed. Let the reader judge :

—

In reply, we observe, (1.) If our
previous train of reasoning be sound,
the drift of which is to evince that

the future resurrection of the same
body is intrinsically inconceivable
and incredible, it follows that the

bodies of Abraham and the patri-

archs are no more to be raised than
any other bodies, whatever may be
the language of the letter—p. 97.

This, we remark again, and once for all,

is not to interpret Scripture, but to sub-

ject it to a fore-gone conclusion—a meth-

od in its^principle essentially infidel.

(2.) The admitted principles of
philology are directly against the
proposed rendering. By both the
Greek and Hebrew usage, the parti-

cle “and” is very often synonymous
with “ even,” and should be so ren-
dered Here, therefore, the
meaning undoubtedly is, “Unto thee,
even to thy seed after thee, will I give
it.” . . . In fact, in the 18th v. of ch.

15, as if to preclude the possibility

of any mistake respecting the mode
of the accomplishment of the prom-
ise, it is more explicitly defined as
follows : — “In that same day the

Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given

this land pp. 97, 98.

Shall we venture to acknowledge

—

and really we do not intend it for sar-

casm at all, but as the mildest statement

of a fact—thatwe never fall in with these

favorite formulas of our author— “ un-

doubtedly unquestionably “we
are compelled to believe ;” “ constrained

to believe ;” cannot help coming to the

conclusion,” «Sz;c., without instinctively

looking round for something peculiarly

weak and inconclusive.

Here it might very reasonably be ob-

jected, that it is an unwise and ungra-

cious proceeding altogether to cramp the

unfolding glory of God’s “ exceeding

great and precious promises” by the let-

ter of the shorter, undeveloped expres-

sion of them, especially when not merely

the earlier, (Gen. xiii. 15,) but the later

announcements (xvii. 7, 8,) bespeak an

emphatic fulness of meaning.

Then again, it cannot be denied, that

the particle “and” is very often synony-

mous with “even.” 'Bwtin the vast ma-
jority ofcases it is not so. For instance,

try the synonime in the very passage un-

der review : “ I will establish my cove-

nant betw^een me and thee, even thy seed

after thee, in their generations, for an

everlasting covenant ; to be a God unto

thee, even to thy seed after thee.” And
thus God, it may be argued, was not the

God of Abraham — only of his seed ;

which is still more evident from what

follows in the eighth verse, where, leav-

ing Abraham aside, God says: “And I

w'ill be their God.” But no— Prof. B.

admits that God was Abraham’s God

—

Abraham’s God by this very covenant

—

that the seal of this very covenant was

administered to Abraham, as well as to

Abraham’s seed—and that the distinctive

promise of the covenant, thus solemnly

guaranteed, was the promise of that land

for an everlasting possession— and yet,

admitting all this, he denies that Abra-

ham had the slightest personal interest,

except as a father, in that promise !
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The only other thing that our author

has to say in reply is, that

If the Millenarian hypothesis be

correct, the inheritance of the land

of Canaan by the seed of Abraham
in the flesh was never a matter of
pro?nise ;

—

which we regard as a most marvellous

iissertion for an advocate of the double

sense of prophecy to make; and with

what successful vigor our author vindi-

cated that theory against Prof. Stuart, is

not yet forgotten by the readers of the

Hierophant.

With our friend’s leave, then, we sug-

gest, that if there was no difficulty in the

passage before, he has made one by his

exposition of it
;
and the difficulty w’e

cannot but feel is greatly increased by

certain considerations, which he has en-

tirely overlooked, but which w'e beg to

submit to the judgment of the reader, in

the words of one of the most distinguish-

ed servants of Christ now ahve :
—

*

In the first place, That the hope of

an inheritance for himself, individu-

ally, did actually form a part of the

faith of Abraham, as also of the faith

of Isaac and Jacob— the Apostle

Paul most expressly testifies. “ He
looked for a city which hath founda-

tions, wdiose builder and maker is

God;” and this was “the promise of

which he was the heir.” And the

same is said of Isaac and Jacob, of

Sara and of all the “ strangers and
pilgifims” of that olden time. (Heb.
xi. 10, 13-16.) They not merely
expected a country and a city for

their posterity
;
— they expected a

country and a city for themselves. . .

. . a better country, even an heaven-

ly,—and a “ city which hath founda-

tions, wdiose builder and maker is

God.” Such a city, and such a

country, the Apostle Paul distinctly

assures us, Abraham looked for and
desired, at a time when, as Stephen
says (Acts vii. 5,) “ God gave him

* See Dr. Caxdlish’s late and very inter-

esting work, entitled, “ Contribviious tow-

ards the Exposition ofthe Book of Genesis—
2d edition—Edinbm'gh, 1643.” We extract

from pp. 305, <icc.
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none inheritance in Canaan, no, not
so much as to set his foot on.” He
died in the faith of that city and coun-
try being his ;

“ not having received”
the actual fulfilment of “the prom-
ises, but seeing them afar off, and
being persuaded of them, and em-
bracing them.”

It is plain, therefore, from the
apostle’s statement, that Abraham
had promises given to him of a coun-
try and a city, since he died in the

faith of these promises. But no such
promises are on record in the Old
Testament, unless w^e hold such an
assurance as this now before us to

be one. Nowhere does Abraham
receive any promise whatever of
future good, or of a future inheri-

tance, for himself, if it be not in the
announcement— “I will give thee
this land.”

And, secondly, That this announce-
ment does convey such a promise,
may be farther argued from an ex-
pression used by the apostle (Heb.
xi. 8,) wdien, speaking of Abraham’s
call, he says that “he was to go out
into a place which he should after

receive for an inheritance for it is

to be remarked, the apostle makes
no reference, in this whole passage,

to Abraham’s posterity, as inherit-

ing the land
;
he speaks throughout

of Abraham as an individual. He
cannot, therefore, mean that the

place in question was one wffiich

Abraham was to receive for an in-

heritance, in a kind of virtual sense

merely, and in respect of his seed

receiving it. He describes it as a

place which, though unknown to

him at the time, he should yet him-
self after receive for an inheritance.

And it is on this description of the

place into which Abraham W'as call-

ed to go out, as a place which he was
really, afterw^ards, to possess as his

own, that Paul goes on to build what
he has to say respecting the pati’i-

arch’s hope
;
on any other interpre-

tation, the apostle’s reasoning has no

force or meaning at all. Abraham
“ sojourned,” says he, “in the land

of promise, as in a strange country,

dwelling in tabernacles, as did Isaac

and Jacob but it was the land of



THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 2571845.]

promise still. He had been called to

go out into a place which he should

after receive for an inheritance
;
and

this was that place. He knew and
recognised it as such—as the place

into which he had been called to go

out, and which, therefore, he was
hereafter to receive for an inheri-

tance. On this gi-ound alone he had
to rest his personal and individual

hope for eternity
;
this was his war-

|

rant for expecting and “ looking for
|

a city which hath foundations, whose I

builder and maker is God.” (Heb.
xi. 8-10.)

Thus w'e learn to connect the pro-

mise of a heavenly city and a hea-

venly countiy, which Abraham un-
i

doubtedly had, with the declaration
|

respecting the place to which he was
j

called to go out, that it was the very
place which he should afterwards

|

receive for an inheritance. And
wdth this inspired commentary, we
cannot now hesitate to understand
the words, “ I will give thee this

land,” as conveying to himself, per-

sonally, the promise of a country and
a city.

Still farther, in the third place,

The apostle’s reasoning would lead

us to place the fulfilment of the pro- I

mise now before us after the resur-
|

rection ;
for he says, “wherefore,”

I

by reason or in consequence of this I

promise, “ God is not ashamed to be
j

called their God,”—the God of Abra- i

ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. (Heb. !

xi. 16.) Nothing shortof his “hav- 1

ing prepared for them a city” could
j

make it worthy of God to take so
|

peculiar a title, or to stand to them
in so peculiar and intimate a relation.

When he consents and condescends
to call himself their God, it is because
he had some gi*eat thing in store for

them—something worthy of himself
to bestow, something corresponding
to so near a connection as is implied

in his being their God, and their be-

ing his people,—his sons, and there-

fore his heirs. Thus, according to
[

the apostle, the title, “ God of Abra-
ham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,” con-

j

veys a promise ofthe continuing city, !

and the better country.
|

But, according to our Lord, this ‘

same title, “ God of Abraham, of

Isaac, and of Jacob,” conveys also a

promise of the resurrection.

(This important argument we reserve,

till we reach it in the New Testament.)

[to be coxtinded.]

TEPHILLIM, TALITH, & MEZUZAH.

In the evening we went to the
shop of a Jew, and bought Tephil-

lim, or phylacteries, the broadest

which he had. These consist of
little scrolls of parchment, in which
are written certain sentences of the

law’, enclosed in tw’o black leather

boxes, wdiich are bound by leather

thongs on the forehead and left hand,
during the time of prayer. It W’as

to these that our Lord alluded w’hen
reproving the Pharisees

;
“ All their

works they do for to be seen of men

;

they make broad their phylacteries.’’'’

We got also the Mezuzah, a small

scroll of parchment, on which a por-

tion of the law is -written, and the
name of God on the back in transpo-

sed letters, which is folded up and
nailed obliquely on the doorpost of
every Jewish house. Both of these
superstitions are derived from a mis-
interpretation of the command in

Deuteronomy, “And thou shalt bind
them for a sign upon thine hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes, and thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates.” The natural heart, in

all ages and in all nations, is w’ell

pleased to substitute mere external

observances in the place of spiritual

heart-religion. We afterw’ards pur-
chased a Talith, the white woollen
shawl, striped with blue at the edge,

and having white fringes, called

Tsitzits, at the four corners. The
Jew’s w’ear this over their head dur-
ing prayer, wdiile they hold the
fringes in their hands, and frequent-

ly kiss them, in obedience to the
commandment, “ Speak unto the
children of Israel, and bid them that

they make them fringes in the bor-

ders of their garments.” The Sa-
viour also alludes to them, “They
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enlarge the borders of their gar-

ments."* Upon the part which
conies over the forehead, the Jews
often wear a band of silver embroi-

dery. A Jewess, who had been em-
ployed to prepare the Talith for us,

refused to sew the embroidered band
upon the robe, unless we procured
for her a silk ribband to put between
them, alleging, that otherwise she
^yould be breaking the law, which
forbids them to mingle “woollen and
linen” together.f—Narr. of Scot.
Deputation.

With great satisfaction we see it

announced, that this most interest-

ing volume is shortly to appear from

the press of the Presbyterian Board

of Publication.

Mat. xxiii. 5. This is said to be the hem
of Hia garment which the woman touched,
Mat. ix. 20.

t Lev. xix. 19.

THE DOCTRINE OP THE TRINITY

TAUGHT IN THE TALMUD.

For the bold assertion of this fact, as our

readers will remember, Mr. Stem, the Edi-

tor of the Avferstehung, has been most bit-

terly persecuted by his Jewish brethren.

In that Journal Mr. S. illustrates and defends

his position at length, and with much rab-

binical learning and argumentation. We
present a chapter on the same curious topic

from Margoliouth’s “ Modern Judaism In-

vestigated,” which we think will be found

at once intelligible and interesting.

AVe now proceed to draw the se-

rious attention of the Jews to a re-

markable acknowledgment made by

them in the prayers which they offer

up before they put on the Phylacte-

ries—viz., that whilst they at present

deny the existence of the Son of God,

the only Alediator between God and

men, they unconsciously acknowl-

edge and hail Him as the “Uphold-

er of the Universe.”

We would earnestly ask our Jew-

ish brethren, in the language of one

chronicle. [April

of their Babbies, riD

“I'iDD NA'ID “Let your ears

hear what proceeds out of your
mouth,” as our brother Saul, of

Tarsus, also said, “ I will pray with

the spirit, and I will pray with the

understanding also.” Consider, then,

what you are about. We will speak

as unto wise men, judge ye. The
Prayers before putting on the Phy-
lacteries begin thus

:

p?D 'rAn

n'3p Ain' DiyS pS'snn hddadU tiati

n'' Diy NAH'S i^D'HAi xVha3 n'nrzjiyi

SxA^y' n'U “Behold! I am de-

voting my head and arm, for putting

on the Phylacteries, to the singular

name of the Holy and Blessed One,

to unite the name Yah with Fh/i,

with a perfect unity in the name of

all Israel.” The reason for adopt-

ing this form is founded on Zohar
(a book which I have already men-

tioned, and which is kept in great

reverence among my nation,) in

which it is asserted that as long as

the Jews are in captivity, ri’ Yah and

ni Vah are disjoined. And this is

the reason they give for not pro-

nouncing mn’ Jehovah as it is m*it-

ten, but instead of it, Adonai.

But we are very anxious to make
them mindful of a great mystery in

connection with the above mention-

ed prayer, as recorded in the book

of Zohar, viz.. That Yah is the name
of the Father, and Vah the name of

the Son of God. The Zohar is full

of this doctrine. In another place

in the same book, where mn’ is ana-

lysed, we find the following, nHAJD 1

nj'3 'ApiAx bj;' n' p
“ Wav is the Son of God, the can-

dlestick in the middle, and ivisdom*

*
p Bain is the word for Son.,

nm Binah for wisdom ; so that they

make out the Son to be the source

of wisdom, which is most scriptural.

See Prov. viii.
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is called on account of His name.”

It is important also to mention

that the Son of God is designated in

that Book the foundation and the pil-

lar that upholds the world. I will

just quote a few of a multitude of

passages that are found to the same

effect. :inp piy m '^2 n’S 2m
in'Ni pini nxn

n'* p “It is better for a man to

have a neighbor near than a brother

afar off, that is, the middle pillar,

who is the Son of God.” In the

next page we find the following

:

mm inx imp bp imp hd bp

nb}p niD’ pni'i ir:ii<y^ pnv “ On what
does the world subsist?” [The an-

swer is,] “Upon one pillar, w^hose

name is Just, for it is said, ‘ And the

just is the foundation of the world.’ ”

There is also the following passage

in the same page : IH'XT

xrjii xD”p in\x r\'2i “For
He is the middle pillar, for on Him
alone is the building supported.”

We will make one quotation more
from the prayer above mentioned,

with the view of shewing that it was

dictated with a distinct idea of the

Holy Trinity in Unity, though the

modern Jews blaspheme this doc-

trine. Now that the ancient Jews

considered the ruOSy *S/i’ Chinah as a

person in the Deity equal to the Fa-

ther and the Son, will appear very

clear from the following mystical

comment on Isaiah 63: 7. X'npjn Sj

vm\yp f]x rmi2 ’Dty:]

'n'xn xnrDiy xt dix hxidd xStSi

n"Dp xn’;;i*DXT i<impi irno

iamp iH'XT D“ix IX npnx n'nrDiyi

XiT^^^rDXT “ ‘ Every one that is called

by my name : for I have created him

for my glory, I have formed him

;

yea, I have made him.’ In the above

mentioned [quotation from Ezek. i.

26,] ‘ The likeness as the appear-

ance of a man above upon it,’ means

the Sh' Chinah

;

for it is like the mid-

dle pillar. The Holy and Blessed

One, with His Sh' Chinah will then

be called man, for HE is the middle

pillar.”

We are here reminded of the de-

claration of the gi'eat Apostle of the

Gentiles, that “ in Him, [the Son of

God,] dwelt all the fulness of the

Godhead bodily.” We quote the

above passages because they are

in connection with the Phylacte-

ries; but we could cite a multipli-

city of passages from the ancient

Jewish writings which prove the

Eternal Trinity. This divine doc-

trine is indeed obscurely set forth in

these WTitings
;
but still the diligent

investigator will find many traces of

it in various passages, which we have

not room to quote.

The following quotation, though

not connected with Phylacteries,

may be interesting to Jews and

Christians, as it proves the Sh' Chi-

nah a real person, even according to

Jewish tradition wb\it pnv 'l “)DX

DTI in bp nrDtsn nrw^p nvuDi

nuikyn 'fii/p' xDti* mno “Rab-

bi Jochanan said, the Sh' Chinah was
sitting three years and a half upon

the Mount Olives, thinking, perad-

venture Israel may repent.” Pre-

face to Aichah Rabthi (a Cabalistic

Book,) fol. 54, col. 1.

I had a conversation lately with

an unbelieving Israelite, who was

extremely attached to his Phylacte-

ries, and who would not eat any

thing without first praying in them,

(for no Jew ever eats any thing before

his prayers in the Phylacteries.) I

told him I was investigating the fun-

damental principles of modern Juda-

ism, and pointed out to him the same

things that I have written here, and
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shewed him the idolatiy connected
j

with them. The Jew began to think
j

seriously, and found that the use of
|

the Phylacteries is a pernicious cer-
j

emony. The next day he did not
j

put them on, nor ever afterwards;

and I am thankful to the Author and

Finisher of our fiiith, who “said

not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye

me in vain,” that this Jew is no

longer “ going about to establish his 1

own righteousness,” which is as !

“filthy rags,” but has submitted
j

himself unto the righteousness of

God” through Christ Jesus, and is

now clad in the garments of salvation.

May the Lord of his infinite mer-

cy gi'ant that this my humble endea-

vor may tend to enlighten many of ;

my poor brethren who are still wan-

dering in the darkness of sin and

error

!

LETTER TO A JEWISH CONVERT,

FROM HIS BROTHER.

According to promise, we here

continue the correspondence be-
|

tween the Rev. Nehemiah Alt-
|

man and his brother in Germany,
j

These letters first appeared two
'

or three years ago in the Religious
j

Telescope, the organ of the United

Brethren in Christ, published at

Circleville, Ohio. From Mr. A.’s

recent connection with the Board,

as Jewish missionary in Baltimore,

they derive a fresh interest for our

readers. We may learn from them

also to conceive, in some measure,

the tenderness and strength of the

national and domestic bonds, which

deter the great majority of Jews

from even inquiring into the truth

of Christianity, as they beset and

impede the actual inquirer at every

step of his progress, and in too many

[April

cases, restrain him at last from the

avowal of his secret convictions.

At our request, Mr. A. has kindly

furnished us with a manuscript copy

of his reply, which shall appear in

our next number.

ALTONA, near Hamburg, ?

25th of Shebat, (Jan.) 5601, (1841.) 5

Dear Brother :—I hope you will

receive my letter with the same glad-

ness I exhibited on receiving and

reading yours—that you will receive

it with that love which should dis-

tinguish brothers—that you will read

it attentively from beginning to end.

You will find it strange to receive

this letter from me, dated Altona,

near Hamburg, where I have been

studying about three months, under

the superintendence of Rabbi Jacob

Ettlinger, with whom you are well

acquainted, as he was formerly act-

ing Rabbi at Manheim.

Let us now freely converse with

one another. Dear N., I am now
studying to become, with the assis-

tance of God, a Rabbi, according to

the wish of our beloved father, of

blessed memory. Mark how diffe-

rent the courses we are pursuing. I

wish you could conceive the deep

grief your letter has caused me. I,

however, did all I could to console

mother, which was a hard task, in-

deed, as I would and could not show

her your letter. You have made

your family very miserable. Your

mother, who is also my mother, to

! whom according to our Jewish bless-

j

ing, we wish a hundred years of life

j

and peace, can no longer enjoy a sin-

;

gle day of happiness. Would that

’ you could behold the wounds we

^

daily receive through you. I will

' now mention some instances. You

I

may infer that w'e tried to keep the

! contents of your letter a secret.
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Notwithstanding our secrecy, both

Jews and Christians know that you

have been baptized. It is a hardship

for me to believe that you have be-

come a Christian. During the last

Feast of Tabernacles, Abm. Drei-

fus, from Reichen, (educated at

Mosbach,) preached in our syna-

gogue. Among other things he said

:

“ Wo to those parents who will not

have their children with them as

true Jews, when they have to appear

before the judgment-seat of God.

Then will they say, ‘ The child is

not here, and whither shall I go ”

In the afternoon J. L. E. met me,

and said to me, “ Which was the

the most beautiful passage in to-day’s

sermon ? It was, ‘ The child is not

here, and whither shall I go ”

Conceive my suffering at that mo-

ment. When we, brothers, are call-

ed up on feast days, the reader of

the scripture, agreeably to Jewish

custom, while blessing our family, i

pronounces also a blessing on you

—

and as we cannot avoid believing,

with other people, that you are not

worth a blessing, it almost breaks
j

our hearts. On last New Year’s
j

Day I was standing, after the bless-
|

ing, before the Holy Ark of the Cov-
|

enant. Mother, afterwards, allud-
j

ing to it, observed, “ One son I have
J

standing there, and one who belongs
|

to the Christian Church.” If your
|

letter had afforded us a little conso-
|

lation, we might console each other. I

A"ou know' that you have caused her
|

much grief, but all w'ould be forgot- :

ten were it not for this last act. The :

letter through which I received the i

intelligence at Karlsruhe, was pathe-
;

tic enough to make a stone w'eep. I
i

went home immediately
; all were

|

sick, crushed dow'n, miserable,
j

They forsook the concerns of life,
j

and desired death as a pleasing gift.

All this you have done. Dear Ne-

hemiah, how can you be happy ?

A"ou are forever banished from the

face of your mother, Aaron, Joseph,

Moses, and your sisters. A^ou can

no longer hold intercourse with your

nearest relatives, having denied your

visible creators on earth—yea, you

have cursed them. May the Lord
turn those curses into blessings for

the w'hole of Israel—Amen. AYu,

once so pious, have strayed thus far

!

A’’ou speak of conviction, through

the words of Daniel, and believe that

you see aright. A^ou are in error, in

the gi'ossest error, in the most fear-

ful of all errors which have befallen

man on earth. I w'ill not now enter

into a controversywith you, but one

thing I W'ill recommend to you. Buy
a small book entitled, “ The Power
of Faith,” and find there the refuta-

tion of your false views, w’^hich you
have based on w'ords you do not un-

derstand. Repent with fasting,

prayer, and deeds of charity, and

remove the censuring judgment ut-

tered against you. Conceive the

nature of the “ day of reconcilia-

tion” w'e shall have, you not being

present. However, I admit that you

should be blamed less than others.

I wdll not accuse you, believing that

you have been led astray
;
but w'e

had reason to expect greater faith

from you, a disciple of Rabbi Mo-
ses, of Trier. Mother says fre-

quently, “I wish to know W'hether

N. w'ould, on hearing of his mother’s

death, as is customary among the

Jews, for a year succeeding it, re-

hearse the Kadish, or prayer of

praise for the repose of my spirit ?”

[In this w'ay this prayer is said by

the male children every day for one

year on the death of a parent, and



262 THE JEWISH

every subsequent year on the day of

his or her death. Tr.] May the

Almighty grant that her death may
happen at a very remote period.

Thus far goes a mother’s love. You
have grieved, crushed, and provoked

and made her miserable; notwith-

standing all, she loves you still. She
wishes you to evince again that filial

love which you have violated so

greatly. I will not now speak of

miracles performed by great Rabbies,

nor will I mention the miracles per-

formed at Worms, concerning the

two lights, for I do not expect to con-

vince you thereby, as you behold all

these things with different eyes
;
but

I will speak to you as a man. How
could you resolve to heap upon so

respectable a family, whose wealth

is their good name, such an amount
of disgrace 1 You have insulted

our father, of blessed memory. You
are disturbing him in his grave after

disturbing him often during his life.

Do you remember the day which

was unusually afflictive to us, the

day of his death ? Do you remem-
ber how you cried the whole night,

how you promised to do the best

you could for the family? You
have been as good as your word

;

you could not have done more, after

making all of us miserable. Go to a

Rabbi. Lay your doubts before him,

that he may refute them, and that

you may return to your God. May
the God of our ancestors, the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, re-

store you and your relations to hap-

piness again. If you cannot repent

and return where you are, leave the

United States. If you have not

money enough to do so, I w'ill sweat

blood, if needed, in laboring to earn

enough to bring you back. Think
of your father, of blessed memoiy,

CHRONICLE. [April

when he was sitting and studyingwith

the calmest mind, when he did not

even dream that you would thus ali-

enate yourself from him. Think of

the grey hairs of your mother. May
God preserve her long in health and

life. Think of the terrible agonies

to which we are a prey, and return

Nehemiah, Nehemiah, Nehemiah,

Nehemiah, Nehemiah, Nehemiah,

Nehemiah, Nehemiah, Nehemiah,

Nehemiah, Nehemiah, youwdio bear

the name of the Prophet NEHE-
MIAH ! My voice is the voice of a

good angel. Nehemiah, do repent

!

Do you know the story of Achar

and Manasseh ? They committed

the same error. Dear brother, I

conjure you to repent. Come to

me, if you do not know what to do.

Are you man-ied to a Christian wo-

man ? If you are, separate yourself

from her. Leave her. Do not think

that all you have heard is true. Re-
examine the matter. God will open

your eyes, and receive you again

into the holy congregation—Amen

—

Selah ! It is true that many things

admit of a two-fold interpretation, a

ti-ue and a false one, for there must

be a road which is not the righteous

or the straight one, and he who re-

mains on the proper road will receive

a reward. Come to me
;

I will

nurse you. I will lead you back to

the house in Castle Street, where

your father lived, and where your

mother still lives with her family.

Only resolve to be a true Jew again.

Reflect on it 'without prejudice.

None but the Jews can boast of

those great men 'who perform those

wonderful things which no Chris-

tian can do. Nehemiah return, and

God 'will help you. Amen !

Joseph Altman.
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CONVERSION OF I. DA COSTA.

Evert one w*ho has read, as all

ought to read, the narrative given by

Dr. Capadose of Amsterdam of his

own conversion, cannot but recollect

the name of his intimate friend and

fellow-student. Da Costa. The last

number of the Voice of Israel fur-

nishes an account from Da Costa’s

pen, of the way in which he was led

into “marvellous light.”

We prefix Mr. Herschell’s prefa-

tory remarks.

We cannot present the Jewish Enqui-

rer, No. 4, to our readers, without a few
words of affectionate exhortation to our

dear brethren. They repeatedly state,

that it is only ignorant and uneducated
Jews who embrace Christianity. Ab-
surd as this assertion is, it is so often re-

peated, that it passes current with many,
who have neither opportunity nor incli-

nation to enquire into its truth. Through
the kindness of our beloved brother, who
has yielded to our urgent entreaties, not

only to give us mi account of his conver-

sion, but to give it wdth his name, w’e are

enabled to show our dear brethren of

the house of Israel, that one of the mas-
ter-minds of the day, one who is not only

the greatest poet that Holland has produ-

ced, but is equally renowned as a phil-

osopber, a theologian, and a politician ;

this man, brought up in hatred and con-

tempt of Christianity, has been brought

by the force of truth, and the power of

Divine grace, to be a humble disciple of

the Lord Jesus Chiist. 0 brethren

!

Ought ye not to enquire whether ye be
not rejecting the truth of God, to your
own condemnation 1

You request of me, dear brother,

some account of my conversion to

the Christian religion, and to the

faith in Jesus Christ; and I cannot
refuse to tell the things which the

God of our fathers has w’rought in

my soul. I wull cheerfully join my
testimony with that of my brethren
both by nature and in grace, who
endeavor to instruct others and to

teach their hearts, by retracing the

ways of God towards them in his

providence and his grace.

To set his dispensations towards
me in a clearer light, I must refer

to many long past events. A son of

Israel is constantly reminded that his

personal history is closely linked

with that of his fathers. I must
then crave indulgence for prefacing

my account with some particulars

respecting my parentage, which I

derive from one of the Jewish fami-
lies that have for several ages dw'elt in

the Spanish peninsula. Some ofmy
ancestors in that country professed
Catholicism, first by compulsion

;

and afterwards, (a case by no means
uncommon in the history of our peo-

ple in Spain and Portugal) from con-
viction, or, at least, in sincerity.

Humanly speaking, we might still

have inhabited that country, and pro-

fessed the Romish faith
;
but one of

the members of our family. Canon
Tresonis, of the collegiate church of
Oporto, gave up, in consequence of
his doubts on religion, his office and
his country, to return to the Syna-
gogue of his ancestors.

AVe learn from various biographical

works* the history of Gabriel {Juda-
ic Uriel) da Costa (Latin a Costa)
who with his younger brothers was
circumcised at Amsterdam, where,
after falling into complete infidelity,

his life ended very unhappily. It is

from one of these younger brothers,

Joseph da Costa, that I take my des-

cent, by the direct male line. My
family belonged during two centu-
ries to the Spanish and Portuguese
synagogue in Amsterdam, wdiere it

enjoyed all the privileges which Hol-
land then presented to ray nation in

its exile and tribulation. My father,

who shared in the sentiment of de-

votedness to the house of Orange, so

common amongst the Jews, and who
was therefore very inimical to the

revolution, educated me in the same
principles. He was a very upright
man, and gifted with a large share of
good sense ; and my education was
to him an object of the most affec-

tionate care and solicitude. His re-

Exemplar VitcE Humance, printed at the

end of the Colloquy of Limborch with Oro-
bio, Bayle, Diet. Historique, art., A. Costa.
Wolf, Bib. Rabbin, ^c.
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ligious principles were by no means
those of a strict Jew, although he
maintained a decorous respect for

the outward ordinances of religion.

My mother was much more inclined

to the religious observances of mod-
ern Judaism.

From childhood my mind had
been partially influenced by a sort

of religious instinct, a vague desire

to know and serve God, whilst I was,

at the same time, involved in doubt
and uncertainty, both as to Revela-
tion itself, and with regard to the

ordinances, and the oral traditions

of the Rabbis. At times I strenu-

ously addicted myself to the devo-

tional use of the prayers, the rites

and commandments of my religion

;

at others, I relapsed into doubt, and
gave way to a distaste for all these

outward observances. The scoffing

and irreligious philosophy of the

18th century inspired me with hor-

ror
;
and my attention was earnestly

directed to the acquiring of an intel-

ligent conviction respecting the exis-

tence and government of God, and
the immortality of the soul. But
the books I consulted in my search

into these high interests failed to af-

ford me satisfaction. Their argu-

ments were not of sufficient weight
fully to convince me of their truth,

nor did their reasonings fix me in

complete incredulity. Materialism

alarmed, distressed, and shocked me.
But the subtleties of Plato, of Men-
delsohn, and others, could not reach

my heart, not warm it. My mind
was at that time far from being con-

vinced of the historical fact of Rev-
elation, or of the veracity of the Old
Testament, of Moses, and the Pro-

phets. And although in the midst

of this uncertainty, I still clung to

the great recollections ofmy nation,

from a feeling of natural pride ; my
commerce -with unbelievers, and my
study of philosophers, had \vrought

in my mind so far as to exclude the

idea of an immediate and positive

revelation. I had formed a sort of

deistical system, in which were min-

gled rabbinical andMosaicprinciples.

i looked upon Jesus Christ as alight

proceeding from Israel for the iilu-
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mination of the Gentiles : meanwRile
the vanities of the world and sin rul-

ed in my daily life. Such was the
state of my mind when, in the prov-
idence of God, two events occurred
which had a marked influence on my
future course.

My father, perceiving my inclina-

tion for study, destined me to the
career of jurisprudence, a pursuit
which, though formerly closed to the
Jews, had been partially opened to

them since the revolution of 1795.
From the age of 13 to 15 years
(1811—1813) having attended regu-
larly the Latin classes in my native

city of Amsterdam, I began a course

of lessons wfith the Professor of An-
tiquities and Literature, a man of
learning, and possessed of a highly
refined taste. His historical lectures

gave him ample opportunity for as-

serting and setting in a conspicuous
light the truth and high authority of
the writings of Moses

;
and he ear-

nestly vindicated those records from
the sophisms and fallacies of Vol-
taire, and the other sceptics of the

age. The idea of a positive revela-

tion was now aAvakened in my mind
;

I began to believe in the divinity of
the Old Testament, and this great

truth gradually developed, was to me
as a beacon amidst doubt and obscu-
rity. Revealed religion, the divine

authority of the Bible, is an histori-

cal fact.

My study of the Bible history was
soon followed by enquiries which
originated partly, I must own, from
national pride. In the midst of the

contempt and dislike of the world
for the name of Jew, I had ever glo-

ried in it. I began, therefore, to

study the history of our families, and

of our nation, in Spain and Portu-

gal, in respect to its theology—its

poetry—its attainments in science

—

its political and diplomatic position,

taking a general review of its pros-

perity and of its astonishing calami-

ties. Throughout their history,

both ancient and modern, I perceiv-

ed something so extraordinary as to

be quite inexplicable, unless we view

the Jews as the subjects of remark-

able privileges, and of as remarkable
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downfall
;
of a special election of

God, and of an enormous crime on

the part of the elect people. It was
thus that the consideration of mod-
ern Judaism prepared me for the

knowiedge of that religion, which
alone is the solution and the fulfil-

ment of the pure and divine Judaism
of the Old Testament.

Another circumstance in my life

tended to my further enlightenment.

The perusal of the ancient classics,

the political events of 1813 and 1815,

even the study of the history of my
fathers according to the flesh, awa-
kened in my soul the faculties of

poetry. As a youthful poet, I was
presented by a learned Hebraist of

our nation to the greatest of our
Dutch contemporary poets, the cel-

ebrated Bilderdyk (who died at the

age of 75 years, in 1831.) He was a

remarkable man in all respects, and
one whose political and religious

convictions, and originality of mind
and character, had armed all this

present age, at least in his own coun-
try, against him. Misunderstood,
persecuted, banished (in 1795,) har-

rassed by all sorts of misfortunes, he
had found from his youth, strength

and consolation in the gospel of

Christ. Attached in heart to the

truths of the confession of the Re-
formed Churches, he had besides

early perceived the glorious future,

announced by the prophets to the

ancient people of God, and how^ their

conversion to the Messiah, crucified

by them, would be one da}* to the

nations at large like life from the

dead. From thence arose a parti-

cular attachment to Isi-ael for their

fathers’ sake, and for the love of

Christ, who sprung from Israel ac-

cording to the flesh. Very natural-

ly, I felt strongly drawn towards this

extraordinary man. I became his

disciple and also his intimate friend

for 18 years to the day of his death.

It is to him, under the hand of God,
and through His adorable grace, that

1 saw the light which led me to the
Christian religion, and to the faith

in Jesus, my Saviour, and my God.
Not that Bilderdyk ever sought to

make a proselyte of his young disci-
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pie. With a wisdom which I can

attribute to nothing but the direction

of the Almighty, he rather endeav-

ored not to sway my mind by the

influence which his superior intelli-

gence gave him over me. He only

endeavored to render me more of an
Israelite than is consistent with the

wisdom of the m-eseiit age. He
spoke to me of th^Old Testament

;

he directed my attention to the pro-

phesies, to the promises given to the

fathers, to the portions of revealed

truth, preserved even in the tradi-

tions of the Rabbis (Mes^iah Ben
David and Messiah Ben Joseph, &c.
&c.) Especially he tried to make
me feel that the true Christian shares

in the hopes of Israel in regard to a

glorious reign of Messiah upon the

throne of David
;
and that on the

other hand, (it is thus that he expres-

sed himselfin apiece ofpoetry which
he addressed to me in 1819.) the sin-

cere Jew is a Christian in hope.

Soon the hand of God led us fur-

ther on. It was in 1820. Bilder-

dyk and I were engaged in a deeply
serious conversation on the things of
God and of truth. In the ardor of
discourse he happened to say to me
that the ancient Jews themselves
had acknowledged a plurality of per-
sons in the ineflable unity of God.
That God seeing himself, contempla-
tiug himself, reflecting himself, be-

got his Son from all eternity
; and

that the Son is He whom Christians
adore in the person of Jesus Christ
crucified.

Then did my eyes perceive the
first rays of new light. I began to

read the New Testament
;

I read
that unspeakably sublime and bless-

ed Word (John i. 6—14,) “In the
beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word
was God, and the Word was made
flesh.” I began to feel an abhorrence
of sin, for which the Saviour him-
self, manifested in the flesh, had suf-

fered the death of the cross. I per-

ceived the fulfilment of the prophe-
cies of Isaiah xi. nhi. Lxi., and in

Psalms xxii. cx. &c., &c. I ador-

ed— I believed
; and by degrees this

faith operated upon my conscience
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and my practice. Religion was no

longer merely a sublime speculation

or a great national interest
; I found

that I must become the property of

J esus Christ, that I must live to Him,
and by Him. Twenty years have
elapsed since that period. Shame in

the sight of God and before men be-

fits me in recording so holy an obliga-

tion. But He, who called me from
the midst of darkness, is faithful.

He will not sufier me to quit this

life without having truly glorified

him with my lips, and in my life, by
the faith which alone saves. Dur-
ing the early days of my convictions

I had, though with some hesitation,

opened my mind on the subject to

my friend Capadose. We soon en-

tered into a full discussion of it—and
our conversations were more and
more dmected to the great questions

of the truth and salvation
;
we read

and examined together. A third in-

quirer into the Scriptures and the

truth in Christ, w'as soon after join-

ed with us. God gave me, in 1821,

a wdfe whose choice, from the first

communication we had together on
this all-important subject, was in ac-

cord with my own. By a remarka-
ble providence of our God, Hannah
Belmonte, my cousin, betrothed to

me in 1820, had been (through a train

of fiimily circumstances) brought up
in a school of Christian young la-

dies. Having been admitted to share

their religious instructions, she be-

came acquainted with the catechism
of Heidelberg, and had heard the

blessed name of Jesus before I did.

From the time I imparted to her
what was passing in my owm mind,
she became to me a beloved sister in

Christ, as well as a faithful compan-
ion in the trials of life, and in the

search after eternal life through faith

in our great God and Saviour. To-
gether with our friend Capadose, w^e

were baptized the 20th Oct., 1822, at

Leyden
; and the Lord afterwards

added to us three other members of

our family. We kept up a good un-
derstanding, and uninterrupted com-
munion of feeling with my mother-
in-law Belmonte, and her eldest

daughter, Esther ;
though we were
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far from anticipating the happy
change and renewal of heart and life,

which quickly developed itself. By
the Divine blessing, a conversation
that my mother-in-law and 1 had to-

gether, one evening, was made the
means of arousing her to a serious
concern for the salvation of her soul,

and this example was soon follo\ved

by her daughter. Both displayed
great eagerness for Christian instruc-

tion, and shortly after they openly
confessed the name of the Lord Je-

sus, and were baptized by the vene-
rable and pious Pierre Chevalier
(pastor of the Walloon Church in

this town)—and who is now with
them before the throne of the
Lamb.
Our mother, then aged sixty-eight

years, survived her baptism two
years; a period which she devoted al-

most entirely to prayer and studying
the Scriptures, especially the New
Testament, her previous reading hav-
ing been confined to the most frivo-

lous publications. Perfect peace
was the portion of her latter days,

and her last words were, “ Come,
Lord Jesus!” Her daughter Es-
ther, who afterwards married the
worthy son of the Walloon pastor,

our intimate friend and brother,

3Ions. J. Chevalier, after a most
edifying course of devoted ness to

her Lord and Saviour, died in her
confinement in June 1840. Her soul

also reposes in peace in the bosom of

Abraham, and in the full fruition of
His presencewho redeemed her with
his blood.

Another member of our family,

who had become a disciple of Christ,

and had been baptized sometime af-

ter us (but quite independently of
us,) had preceded our dear sister in

death
;
delivered from the depths of

sin by the healing gi*ace of the Lord,
he had found pardon and eternal life

through the new and living way of

blood of Christ. After having stud-

ied theology, he was about to assume
the pastoral charge of one of our
churches, when he was called to his

rest.

To God the most holy, be thanks-

giving and praise for his unspeak-
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able mercies in life, in death, and

throughout all eternity. Amen.
Isaac Da Costa.

“ BLESSED BE HE THAT BLESSETH

THEE.”

“ It is a blessed thing to be con-

cerned for the good of Israel; there

is no surer mark of sympathy wdtli

the mind of God ;
there is no higher,

holier exercise of benevolence, of

love to man. ‘ Pray for the peace

of Jerusalem; they shall prosper

that love thee.’ ^'—Rev. J. C. Burns.

THE HATRED WITHOUT CAUSE.

Says the Rev. Dr. Henderson, in

his lecture before the British Soci-

ety, on “the Conversion of the

Jews ;”

—

In the Talmudic tract entitled

“ Yoma,” fol. 9, col. 2, the question

is asked: “Why was the second

temple destroyed?” One of the

principal causes assigned in the an-

swer is, OJn :
“ On ac-

count of the hatred without cause."”

Now it wiU be recollected, that is

the very charge brought by our Sa-

viour against his enemies—those of

his own nation— in the sixty-ninth

Psalm, a psalm which Abenezra

himself admits to be prophetical of

the Messiah : “ They hated me with-

out a cause.”

“ The churches of Christ general-

ly could not unite for a more worthy

object than to send up the earnest

invocation— ‘O arm of the Lord,

awake, awake !’ for thine ancient

people. The prayer would be mu-

sic in the ear of God
;
and would

bring a blessing on those W'ho offer-

ed it.”

—

Rev. Dr. Harris.

“ I know of nothing more neces-

sary in approaching a Jew with

Christ’s gospel in our hands, than

that we should fully disclaim the

Christianity of the majority of Gen-

tiles.”

—

Rev. Dr. Burder.

IJoftrg.

For the Jewish Chronicle.

ISAIAH XXXV.

The wilderness shall bloom,

The lonely place be glad

;

The desert flourish like the rose

In summer’s beauty clad.

Say to the weak, Be strong,

And neither faint nor fear

;

The Lord your God in vengeance comes,

Your recompence is near.

The sightless orbs shall see.

The deafen’d ear shall hear.

The lame shall leap, the dumb shall sing

For joy, that God is near.

Refreshing waters rise,

The silvery fount o’erflows

;

What late was thirsty desert-land.

With vernal beauty glows.

A highway, plain and sure.

The wearied soul shall bless

;

Each traveller to Zion finds

The way of holiness.

His ransom’d ones shall come.

With joy their brows are crown’d ;

While gladness, peace, and holy love.

Eternal, bloom around. E.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

f
The Church Visible in all

Ages. By Charlotte Elizabeth.

New’ York : John S. Taylor & Co.,

145 Nassau Street : 1845—pp. 173,

18mo.

From the same publishers^ and by

the same author—
Falsehood and Truth. 18mo.

1845.
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®alenirar for 1S45.

DAY OF

SOLAR

MONTH.

DAY OF

THE WEEK.

SABRATII

1

COMMENCES.

|

OCCURRENCES.

April 5 Sabbath oh (i^inn) 'I’Diy

8 Tuesday E-oshodesh Nissan

12 Sabbath 6 ;?nTn
19' G

22 Tuesday 1st day of Passover PIDS

23 Wednesday 2d “ (1st of Omer) “

24 Thursday 3d “ “

25 Friday 4th “ “ “

26 Sabbath G 5th “ “ “

27 Sunday 6th “ “ “

28 Alonday 7th “ “ “

29 Tuesday 8th “ “ “

iHi00ioimrij Siitdltgcnce.

®l]c ^Imeiican Society.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING.

The 22(1 Anniversary of The American Society for Meliorating the

Condition of the Jews, will be celebrated in the city of New V'ork, on
Thursday, the 8th of May. Place of meeting will be duly announced.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Letters have come to hand by

the last steamer from Liverpool,

but too late to be made available for

this month’s Chronicle, from JMr.

Herschell, Mr. Neander, and War-
der Cresson, Esq., United States

Consul at Jerusalem.

The friends of the Society will be

pleased to learn, that the two former

gentlemen expect to sail for this

country about the middle of next

month.

Air. Cresson’s letter is dated Dec.

10th, 1844. Pie arrived at the Holy

City on the 4th of Oct., and was

soon after prostrated by severe and

repeated attacks of bilious fever,

from which he was only recovering

at the time when he wrote. He
makes grateful mention of the ex-

ceeding kindness shown to him by
Dr. Macgowan and the Lev. Air.

Nicolayson, of the London Society’s

Alission.—The Jews are flocking to

Jerusalem from various lands, “ as

doves to their windows.” Air. C.
says that 80 or 100 came in the ves-

sel in which he himself reached Pal-

estine
; and not less than 200 more

had followed since then. — Intelli-

gence had been received at Jerusa-

lem of Dr. Wolff’s safe arrival at

Teheran. — Air. C. has started a

periodical at Jerusalem, wdiich he

calls The Daybreak. We shall be

happy to receive and forward the

names of subscribers.
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MR. SILIAN BONHOMME.
Mr. B. has returned from Balti-

more, where his zealous and abun-

dant labors have considerably im-

paired his health. It is hoped, how-

ever, that the rest of a few days will

restore him to his usual strength.

He will then return to the South.

We notice many interesting de-

tails in his recent Journals, but must

reserve them for our next number.

NEW-YORK CITY MISSION.

Extracts from Mr. JT. Eorrcster’s

Journal.

Nov. nth .—This morning I met
with a kind Jew^ess in— St. When
she came near me, she put down
her basket to shake hands with me

;

and, after inquiring about my health,

she said—“ 1 like to read your little

books
;
please to give me one : when

I have read them, I give them to other

Jews and Jewesses; they do good

as they go among the people.” I

gave her one, and she gave me thanks

for it.

14iih .—My next call was at No.—
Av. —

,
to see a Jew who has been

sickly for a long time. He looks

consumptive. I gave him my best

advice, but he is deaf to all that I

say. His wife, however, is far more
friendly to me than he. I find that

Death is a King of Terrors to all the

Jewish people.

21st .—I called at No. St.,

where I found two Polish Jews.

The one is a dealer in clothes, the

other his friend, a Babbi, about 65

3’ears old. The dealer in clothes

began at first to mock with me, but

the Babbi reproved him, and then

said to me—“ Let us hear what 5mu
have to say.” I replied— “I love

the Bible, and have no desire to say

ajay thing contrary to it
;
and if you

are Jews, you ought to love and res-

pect every one who adheres to that

good book.” He .
—“ Do you mean

the Old Bible, or New one ?” I.—
“I mean both; for the one proves

the other to come from Almighty
God.” He.—“ We do not believe

that.” I.—“ That, alas, is your un-
belief.” He.—“We believe in Mo-
ses and the prophets.” I.—“Alas,
you do not understand them, for

they all speak of the Messiah in some
way or other

;
especially Isaiah says :

that ‘ He was a man of sorrows, Avas

acquainted with grief; and that he
was wmunded for our transgressions,’

&c.” He.—“ Do these words stand
in the Old Testament ?” I.—“Yes,
they are to be found in the fifty-

third chapter of Isaiah. But, my
dear Sir, you, being a teacher in Is-

rael, ought to be acquainted -with the
sayings of the prophets, and more
especially with the spiritual truth
recorded by that holy man of God,
Isaiah

;
for he speaks like a true

Christian.” He.—“ I will look in

my Hebrew Bible at that chapter;
and if you will call again, I will give

you my opinion of it.” I.—“ Where
shall I call ?” He. — “ Here

; I

am here often.” I then gave
the Babbi a Hebrew tract, and
he read here and there in it, and
said to the Jew wLo kept the store,

in the German language— “It is

clear, according to the word of God.”
The owner of the store then said

—

“ Sir, please to give me one of the

same kind.” I gave him one, and
with affection said, “Farew^ell;” and
both of them shook hands wffth me,
and said, “Farew^ell.”

It would take many pages to re-

cord all that passed between these

tAvo Jews and me. I only give a
short outline of it.

My next call was at No.
St., to see a Holland Jew and his fam-
ily. He was not at home, so I spent
but a short time Avith his Avife, who
was very polite, and happy to see a
person Avho could converse AAuth her
in her native tongue. Almost the

wdiole of the Holland JeAvs under-
stand the German language, and can
read it

;
but not one of a hundred of

the German JeAvs understand the

Holland language.
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25^/i.—This morning I felt a strong

desire to go to St., and I knew
not for what—I mean to inquire for

Jews— but when I arrived at the

garret of No. — of that street, 1

think I may say that I saw what the

God of Providence put into my mind.
In the garret I found a Jewess with
two children, the oldest about two
years

;
the mother said—“ My hus-

band has gone to the Southern
States with a few goods

; he promis-
ed to write to me every two weeks ;

he has been gone six weeks, and I

have never received a letter from
him ;—he is murdered—he is dead

—

and I have no money
;
oh, what shall

Ido?” The tears ran down her
cheeks, and she appeared much dis-

tressed. I replied—“ Hope for the
best

;
trust in God

;
look and pray

in the name of the true Messiah for

comfort. Jesus of Nazareth is the

only Messiah, and it is in vain to look

for another. In your present condi-

tion I give you fifty cents : and now
pray to God to look upon you in

mercy, for the sake of Jesus Christ;

and if you pray in true faith, God
Almighty will hear you, and grant

your request.” She replied— “I
thank you. Sir

; that little will help

me, for I have pawned every thing

that I can spare, to get a few coals

and bread for me and my child
;
the

young one is only six months old,

and cannot eat anj^ thing
;
but we

want every thing every day.”

I visited two other Jewish fami-

lies at this No. They told me that

their neighbor in the gan-et was in

great distress, and that her husband
was either dead, or that his letters

had been miscarried.

2Qth .—I called at No. St.,

to converse with an old Israelite from
Poland. I began talking with him
about the goodness of God to us poor
sinners, in giving us health, food and
raiment, and his ever-blessed word,
the Bible, to be a lamp to our feet

and a light to our path. The old

man agreed with me, and said—“ I

render Him thanks every morning
and evening for his goodness ; so

did Moses and the prophets, and all

good men.” I spent a pleasant time
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with this old gentleman
;
and when

I was about to leave, 1 asked for per-

mission to call upon him some other
day. This my request was cheer-
fully granted. My object is to talk

more seriously with him, if we are
spared.

Dec. 6th.—I called at the follow-

ing stores, viz.. Nos. —,
—

,
—

,
&c.

St., where I found Jews
; in

some stores two, and in others three.

Some of them were pleasant, others

were sulky and uncouth. At No. —
I had a serious talk with a Holland
Jew. He was calm and composed
for some time, bift at length became
rather rude and vulgar. At No. —
I had a long dispute with a Polish

Jew about the Messiah, but he final-

ly declared, that the lesser prophets

were not to be depended on. He
did so because he could not give a

satisfactory answer to many por-

tions of scripture which I quoted.

Several Jews were present, but none
of them said a word until I was rea-

dy to leave them, and as I shook
hands, one of them said—“Well, old

man, I give you credit that you de-

fend your cause so well without get-

ting angiy
;

in all your dispute, you
have not said one harsh word.”

Dec. 16th.—This morning clouds

and darkness hid the heart-cheering

and delightful sunbeams from our
view in our city. Every thing indi-

cated snow or rain, but I said to my-
self—“ I have lost time last Wednes-
day, and it is my duty to make up
for it by persevering diligence.” So
off I went

;
but I had not gone a

quarter of a mile, before snow fell.

I persuaded myself that it would not

last long
;
so on my way I inquired

for Jews, but found none until I

reached No. — St. At this

No., being a barber’s shop, I went
in to inquire if any Jews resided in

the neighborhood. As I entered, I

saw a well-dressed Holland Jew, a

learned physician, sitting there. I

i addressed him in his native tongue,

I

and he politely answered me in the

i same language. I then sat down,

j

believing it to be a good opportunity

i

to have a long talk with him, but I

do not think that I can remember

THE JEWISH CHRONICLE.
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the tenth part of the conversation

that passed between us.

After a few w^ords of inquiiy about
his health, I asked him if he was of

the opinion that Samuel, David, Isa-

iah, and Jeremiah, &c., &c., were
of equal authority in the sight of

God, as the five books of Moses?
He replied in the affirmative. 1 .

—

“What must we understand by
those words recorded in Psalm ii. 6,

7, 8, viz., ‘ Yet have I set my King
upon my holy hill of Zion ?’ ” He.—
“ I am no Kabbi; but they believe that

the king spoken of is the Messiah yet

to come.” 7.—“ But if I prove to you
that the Messiah has been, in the

person of Jesus of Nazareth, will

you give your full consent ?” He .

—

“You cannot do that: but if you
can, I will listen to you.” I .

—

“ May the Lord give you ears to

hear, and a heart to understand.”
He.—“I wish to understand accord-

ing to the law and the testimony.”
I.—“ You will accept, I hope, of

the testimony of your own proph-
ets.” He .

—“If they are according

to the law of Moses.” I.—“ You
have consented that all the prophets
were of equal authority with Mo-
ses.” He.—“ Time, but Moses was
the great lawgiver, and his authority

is above all.” I.
—“No, Sir; only

equal to all the other prophets who
were inspired of God. But to re-

turn to our proof of the Messiah as

come, let us look at the prophet
Daniel ix. 26, 27 ;

‘And after three-

score and two weeks shall Messiah
be cutoff,’&c. Now, Sir, your sacri-

fices and oblations are no more, and
you know it. Of course your Mes-
siah has been, and you received him
not; and your long dispersion and
captivity from your native land, pro-

mised to faithful Abraham and his

seed, has been owing to the unbelief

and rejection of the only Messiah,
Jesus of Nazareth.” He.—“ Where
is your authority for all this ? ” I.

—

“ The Old and New Testaments.”
He.—“ I do not acknowledge the
New Testament.” I.

—“Your re-

jection of it proves it to be true
;
for

the author of it, according to the
prophets, was to be despised and re-

jected of men—Isa. Liii. 3.” He.—
“ I do not believe that that is found

in the Bible.” Being in a barber’s

shop, I said to the barber—“ Have
you a Bible?” Barber.—“Yes, Sir.”

I.—“Now, Doctor, read with your
own eyes.” The Doctor. I see

;

but this is not a correct translation

of the Hebrew.” I.
—“ I know that

your own Babbis have said, that the

Holland translation was agreeable to

the Hebrew, and the English is

nearly the same
;
and in this passage

it is the same, for I read and under-
stand both languages.” He.—“ I

wish I had a Hebrew Bible here.”

I.
—“ If you had, you would find

that the translation in the English
Bible is correct.” He.—“ I do not

know that it is so.” I.—“ Does the

Doctor know that the Holland, Eng-
lish and French translations of the

Bible all agree ?” He.—“I believe

they do ;
but they do not agree with

the Hebrew, and that is the founda-

tion of them all.” 1 .
—“A learned

Rabbi at Hamburg has given a trans-

lation of the Bible, and true Chris-

tians say that it is a good translation,

and that translation is agreeable to

the French, Holland and English.”

iPe.—“ The Hebrew Bible by Mo-
ses is from God, and no other is per-

fect.” I.—“ Honesty compels me
to say that nothing that is human is

perfect
;
but God’s word is.” He.—

“ Your translations of the Bible are

not perfect.” I.—“ Neither was
Moses, nor any mere man; but Je-

!

sus of Nazareth was, for he was the

mighty God.” He.—“You cannot
prove that.” I.—“ I think I can.”

He.—“ Not from the Old Testa-

ment.” I.—“Yes, from the Old
Testament.” He.—“Where? I

have never seen it.” I.—“ Look
into the Bible that you have in your

{

hand—Isaiah ix. 6— ‘ For unto us a

child is born, unto us a son is given

;

! and his name shall be called Wonder-
I

fill. Counsellor, the mighty God.'

!

What do you say now* ?” He.—“ If

I I had my Hebrew Bible, I would
I know what to saj’ ;

but as for your

j

translations, I have no faith in them.”
I.—“ What do you think of the mir-

acles performed by Jesus Clmst?”
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He .
—“ JesHs Christ was a lem-ned

and wise man. By taking away out

of tlie Temple the great word Jeho-
vah, and keeping it concealed, he

could do any thing by the power of

that name.”* i.—“ Can you take

the name Jehovah, and do any mir-

acles ?” He.—“ I know not that

art.” I.—“Do any of the Kabbis
know it?” He.—“No; they must
get the word Jehovah out of the

Temple at Jerusalem; and there is

no Temple there any more.” 1 .

—

“ Doctor, my friendly advice is,

please to read your Bible, and pray

to Almighty God, in the name of the

true Messiah, to give you spiritual

light, knowledge, and unfeigned faith

and repentance.”

I have recorded only but a part of

the conversation that I had with the

Doctor. My memory could not con-

tain the half; but this I must say,

that he behaved with politeness.

BALTIMORE CITY SOCIETY.

The following account of the for-

mation of this important auxiliary, is

extracted from the Baltimore Re-

publican of the 27th February:

—

Public Meeting in Bebalf of tSie

Jews.

In pursuance of a notice publicly

given, in the city papers and in sev-

eral of the churches, a meeting was
convened in the Light street Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, on the even-

ing of Tuesday, Feb. 25, in behalf of

the cause of meliorating the condi-

tion of the Jews. At an early hour
the church was w^ell filled with a

large assemblage of the representa-

tives of most, if not all, of the Evan-
gelical Protestant denominations

—

and evidence was thus clearly pre-

sented, of the fact, that the cause of

This table is quite popular among the

Jews. In a subsequent conversation with
the missionary, one of them said—“He (Je-

sus Chiist) wrought miracles by stealing the

word Jehovah out of the Temple at Jerusa-

lem, and jjlacing it under his foot, by which
means he could fly in the air, and do mighty
works.”

[April

God’s ancient people was awakening
the same interest here, which has of
late years so signally attended it

elsewhere. The meeting was or-

ganized by calling the Rev. Dr.
Johns to the chair, and by appoint-

ing Christian Keener, Esq., Secre-
tary. After singing a hymn, by the
choir, the blessing of God was ask-

ed in prayer by the Rev. Mr. Lem-
mon, of the Methodist E. Church.
The chair then briefly stated the ob-

ject of the meeting, which was to

organize a Society auxiliary to the

American Society in New York, for

meliorating the condition of the Jews

;

after which the Agent of this Asso-
ciation, Mr. S. Bonhomme, was intro-

duced to the audience. An address

was then made by this gentleman

—

himself a Christianized Jew—and a

number of facts of exceeding inter-

est were brought forward. The
Speaker alluded with much feeling

to the oppressions under which his

people labored, and to the promises
and covenants of God to Israel. He
dwelt at some length upon the won-
derful preservation of the people,

and the astonishing combination of

influence in their hivor recently evin-

ced. He alluded to the friendship of

the King of Prussia and the Queen
of England, as a literal fulfilment of

the prophecy, that “ kings should

be nursing fathers, and queens nurs-

ing mothers,” in the latter day, to

God’s people. He spoke of Jerusa-

lem as now filled to overflowing with
returning Jews, many of whom, for

want of accommodations, were re-

sorting to Joppa, a neighboring town.

He spoke of the twenty-two hun-
di ed converted Jews in Prussia, and
of the vast numbers in England, and
also of the recent instances in the

city of New Y’ork, where whole
families of Jews were now daily en-

gaged in searching the Old and New”
Testaments. He strongly expressed

the conviction that the time of Isra-

el’s restoration w”as at hand, and that

it became Christians to stir them-
selves in prayer and fiiith, in contri-

butions and missionary labors, that

the Bible might be put in Jewish
hands, and generous efforts made in
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this sure cause of the Lord. After

stating the fact that the American
Society had just appointed a convert-

ed Jew to labor in Baltimore, as a

missionaiy, and that four other mis-

sionaries were now on their Avay from
England, designed for similar duties

in the United States, he concluded

with an appeal to his brethren ac-

cording to the flesh, to follow him

—

receive Jesus as the Messiah, and

the whole Bible as the word of God.

The chair then introduced to the

meeting Mr. Nehemiah Altman, a

converted Jew, and stated his per-

sonal acquaintance with him, and

confidence in his sincere Christian

character. Mr. Altman, although

speaking English imperfectly, pro-

ceeded in a strain of simple, but

touching narrative, to address the

meeting. He alluded to his former
blindness, and to the causeswhich op-

erated in many parts of Germany, to

keep the Jews at a distance from
Christianity. He named the oppres-

sions of some countries—the loose

Christianity and inconsistent con-

duct of many nominal Christians.

He adverted to the idolatry of papal

countries as a powerful repellaiit of

the Jews, tie spoke of the tempta-
tions to hypocrisy caused by the

laws of Europe, restricting Jews
from holding real estate. He men-
tioned the horrible persecution of

Jews in Spain and Italy—the confis-

cation of their property and banish-

ment of their persons—and then ask-

ed who could wonder, that the Jews
thus treated should hate Christian-

ity ? He concluded by a very affect-

ing narrative of his own conversion,
j

and of his present anxiety for his i

own family now in Germany. The '

audience in many instances were
melted to tears, and evinced the

deepest sympathy in the addresses

made. The chair subsequently read

the form of a Constitution for the

Baltimore City Society, auxiliary to

the American Association— which
w'as accejited

;
and afterwards the

following persons were appointed

officers, with authority to nominate
a Board of Managers :—The Rev.
Dr. Johns, President; the Rev. Mr.

Hamilton, Vice President
; the Rev.

Mr. Heiner, Secretary
;
Mr. J. H.

Brown, Treasurer. Cards were
passed through the audience, and
several individuals made life members
and members of the Society. After
which, the meeting was dismissed
with the benediction pronounced by
the President.

The Society thus auspiciously

formed, has already entered with
vigor on the work. With great

gladness of heart, and with a lively

sense of gratitude to the God of Is-

rael, we welcome it to a large share

in our labors, and in our blessings.

One of the most healthful and pro-

mising signs in this Baltimore enter-

prise is the visible union, in effort

and prayer, of those wRo are alrea-

dy one in Christ, the ever-blessed

Redeemer and Lord of “nZZ them

that believe.'' It has long been our

intimate conviction, that there is no

one cause of religious benevolence,

so well fitted, by its associations and

aims, to diffuse over the troubled

waters of the Church the “excel-

lent oil” of brotherly kindness and

charity, as this long-neglected, but

now reviving cause of Israel. “ The
watchmen shall see eye to eye, when
the Lord shall bring again Zion."

We fervently trust that the noble

example of our Baltimore brethren

will not be lost, but will provoke to

emulation in love and good works the

Churches that are in Christ through-

out the land. The Parent Society,

we are assured, already feels the

quickening, animating influence.

BALTIMORE CITY MISSION.

According to the intimation in

our last, Mr. Altman has begun his

labors among the Israelites of Bal-

timore. We affectionately commend
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our dear brother, and his self-deny-

ing work, to the sympathy and pray-

ers of God’s people.

A 3Iission Room, we understand,

will probably be engaged, where Mr.

A. may be able to meet his brethren

at appointed hours, for conversation

and inquiry into the meaning of those

things, which “ Moses in the law

and the prophets did write.” Be-

sides his various duties during the

week, he also expects to preach in

German to the Jews every Lord’s

day morning, in a German M. E.

Church.

To the Baltimore Female Bible So-

ciety we tender our cordial thanks,

for their liberal offer to supply our

Missionary with the Word of God.

We now subjoin a few extracts

from his Journal :

—

Extracts from the Journal of

Rev. Altman.

Feh. 28th .—I went through the

Market ; there I was somewhat
angrily accosted by Mr. —, a Jew
of respectable standing in the syna-

gogue, and the question was put to

me, how many Jews I had converted
already. I answered him that I

have not converted, and do not ex-

pect to convert any—intimating that

the Lord alone has the power to

convert. After this he hinted that

I was bought with money to embrace
the Christian religion, and that I

could not look a Jew in the face. I

then looked steadfastly in his face,

and, through the grace of the Lord,
I kept calm, and tried to speak kind

to him, and endeavored to show him
that money was not my object in

embracing Christianity. I related

to him how I had obtained my live-

lihood, since I confessed Christ, and
that at this time I do not need to

stay here, as I had a call to another
place, where I should not have to en-

dure persecution from my brethren
after the flesh. Among other things

I asked him, Is there any true piety

among the Jews ? He confessed

CHRONICLE. [April

that there was not as much as he
wished, but he tried to impute this

to the ignorance of most of the
Jews. I had a long conversation
with him, and believe was somewhat
successful in removing the preju-
dice he entertained against me. We
parted very friendly, and he gave me
an invitation to call and see him.
March 8d .—I called at a store in

St., where I met several Jews.
I had a long conversation, but their

conversation was very unbecoming.
One of the company became very
excited against me, and spake very
angrily and maliciously to me, and
left the store in the company of ano-

ther. May the Lord have mercy on
them, for they know not what they
are doing.

4f/i.—Called at a store in St.

There I met several Jews, but they
would not listen to what I had to say,

and some of them were not willing

to accept a tract. I then gave them
the gospel message, that only in the

name of Christ is salvation to be
found. I gave to two Jews tracts.

I then called on another family in

the same street, who received me in

a very friendly way. Had a long
conversation with them about the

Christian religion
;

they accepted
two tracts. When I left, they invi-

ted me to call again.

1th .—Met with a Jew in the street.

He made the inquiry, if I fully be-

lieved in Christ. I replied that I

fully rely on Christ, and my faith

rests on Him as the true Messiah,
and then I gave him some scripture

evidences. He invited me to call

and see him at his house.

After this I met with Br. Herz
Kaiser, a converted Jew, belonging

to the M. E. Church, residing in

Berlin, Som.co., Pa. He was here

to purchase goods. With him I

called at a Jewish fiimily in St.

There we had a long conversation.

Br. H. K. inquired if they would
come to hear me preach

;
but he said

he could learn nothing of me. An-
other Jew came in. I showed them
how fully the promise is fulfilled,

and is fulfilling, which was made to

Abraham—“ In thy seed all nations
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shall be blessed.” That alone thro’

the power ot the gospel the nations

are blessed. Referred also to the

prediction of Jacob to Judah, that

“ the sceptre shall not depart from
Judah,” &c., showing what particu-

lar care the Lord had over Judah,

till the time of Christ came, and how
they kept their regular chronology ;

but after that time the Jews were
scattered to the four winds ;

and that

they know no more from what tribe

they are. This man said, that when
their Messiah shall come, he will

blow with a trumpet. We replied,

that we believe fully that Messiah
will come once more

;
but that he

had to come, first, to suffer and die

for the sins of man, and that the

Rabbis, to escape this difficulty, in-

vented a new Messiah, Ben Joseph,

in clear contradiction of Scripture.

We spoke a great deal more; they
had not much to reply. One Jew
who came in, Avent away angry.
“ Blindness is happened unto Isra-

el.” O Lord, open their eyes!

In a letter dated March 11th, Mr.

A. remarks :

—

Dear brother, yesterday Br. Bon-
homme and myself had along and in-

teresting conversation Avith a Jew, a

secret seeker after the truth. This
interview I did not mention in my
journal. We have the satisfaction

to see that the enemy of all good is

up in arms against us. The Presi-

dent of the Synagogue here Avarned

his people not to be deceived, and led

astray. Yesterday a publication ap-

peared against us, but Ave Avere not

mentioned by name. This I do not
mind, but hope, through the grace
ofthe Lord, to goon in the good work.

3ll)e £oubou Societti.

We regret to learn that some of

our friends labor under the idea,

that this great Society is under

Tractarian management, and that

the mission to Jerusalem, in particu-

lar, is vitiated by that most perni-

cious influence. So far as we are

informed, this is an entire mistake.

The Society, no doubt, is exclusive-

ly Episcopalian, but the ewingelical

families of the Church of England,

comprising men, not a feAv, who
Avould be ornaments to any* Church,

are its best and most efficient, if not

its only supporters.

With regard to the Jerusalem

Bishopric, so far from being the pet

of Oxford, it has been from the be-

ginning, and is still, honored by the

bitter and persevering hostility of

that Popish party. “ God grant

that it may utterly perish and come to

nought, and he as though it had never

heen" — AA'as the AA-ar-cry of Mr.

NeAvman himself
;
and the devout

Avish Avas echoed only the other day

by the Tractarian organ, the Chris-

tian Remembrancer. In the very

last number of The JeAvish Intelli-

gence is a long letter from Mr.

EAA^ald, missionary at Jerusalem,

vindicating the mission there from

the, calumnies of some touring Ox-

fordist.

Let it be recollected, moreover,

that every degi-ee of interest that is

awakened toAA’ards Jerusalem, as the

divinely appointed centre of unity

in the Millennial kingdom of the Son

of Man, is felt to be so much Avith-

drawn from her Avho sits on the

seven hills
;
and it would be rather

strange, if any Papist, or semi-pa-

pist, should be eminent for his zeal

in JeAvish missions. But there are

yet other causes of offence to the

men of Oxford in the Bishopric of

Jerusalem. They regard it as an

uiiAvarrantable intrusion on the ter-

ritory of the Holy, Apostolic, East-

ern Church ;
nor can they forget, or

forgive, the part alloAA^ed the King

of Prussia, and his irregular clergy,

in the establishment of that see.
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“ Honor”—we sar, therefore

—

‘•to whom honor and to our eye

A. M. Stuart, and dated Jassy, No-
vember 10, 1844 :

—

the brightest honor, that God has of

late years put upon the Church of

England, is the earnest and liberal
j

spirit of sympathy with the claims
j

of Israel, which has been shed down
j

so largely on her communion.— I

Amidst the many evil signs, that may
well arouse the fears and the pray-

j

ers of all who love her, we cannot

look to “ The London Society for

Promoting Christianity amongst the

Jews,” and not feel the comfort of
|

the assurance, that “a blessing is in

itr

AVe do not observe much of spe-

cial interest in the last reports from

the stations.

£l]e Svn €l)un!j of Scotlanlr.

Our readers are aware of the

strong interest that is felt by this

body in the subject of Jewish con-

version. The Alissionary Record of
j

the Church, published monthly in
|

Edinburgh, will enable us to keep !

them regularly informed of the pro-
j

gi’ess of operations, which have been '

hitherto so remarkably owned and

blessed by the Spirit of God.

JASSY.

IL.etter from SicT. Daniel £ilward.

Mr. E. has been laboring here for !

some time, amidst many discourage- I

merits
;

until, his health having be- !

come impaired, “ the Committee,
|

whth a view to its improvement, and i

to the benefit of the cause at home, 1

have requested him to quit, for a
i

short time, the sphere of his ardu-
|

ous dities.”
I

The extracts vrhich follow are

from a letter addressed to the Rev.

To this letter, which is already too
long, I must, however, append an ac-
count of my journey to Cronstadt, as

some things were connected Avith it

too important to be omitted. I had
given up all thoughts of quitting Jas-

sj’" this year
;
but as the season ad-

vanced, the state of my health warn-
ed me of the necessity of seeking a
change of air before Avinter set in.

While debating in AAdiich direction I

could obtain the greatest probable
benefit, a JeAA" aa'Iio had come from
Cronstadt, happened to mention, that

the chief JeAv of that place (Cron-
stadt, in Transylvania) had been in-

quiring about our mission, and that

the JeAA'S in general, in that region,

AA’ere accessible.

Although the journey Avas much
longer than I had designed, and from
the road being unfrequented, and the

conveyances bad, not likely much to

promote the chief object for Avhich

I AA’as leaving home, I felt a burden
upon my spirit to go there. The
first tAvo days of the journey I had
a JeAvish AA’aggon

;
and then, the

JeAV being obliged to stop to keep the

Feast of Tabernacles, I got a pea-

sant’s cart with tAA'o small horses,

AA’hich, on the evening of the third

day, brought me to a hamlet at the

foot of the Carpathian Alountains.

I Avas very anxious to get through
the pass that same evening (Satur-

day,) in the prospect of keeping the
Sabbath more comfortably in a Hun-
garian village, on the other side

;
but

not a peasant Avould stir, although
they oliered to take me foiward the

next day. It AA’as a miserable pros-

pect to spend tAVo nights in such a

damp hole as the Molda\'ians’ khan,
Avhen surrounded by people Avith

AA’hom I could not speak (for A\^e have
' never learned the Moldavian lan-

1 guage ;) but we became considera-

I

bl}^ relieved by the appearance of tAvo

I

JeAA’S, AA’ho AA’ere as glad to see a

j

friendly face as I AA’as to have the

I

prospect of profitable occupation,

i
One AA’as overseer ofthe village for the

:
Boyar

; the other a young man from
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Cronstadt, stationed in the village for

a few weeks to expedite merchandise
from Moldavia. Whenever I see

Jews upon a journey, I think myself

among friends. There are almost
'

always some slumbering embers of a

moral feeling, even in the most de-

graded, to w'hich one can appeal.

The Jews stayed with me till late on

Saturday evening in the khan—took

with them some tracts to read, pro-

mising to return early the next morn-
ing

;
and with one of them, especi-

ally, I spent, with some satisfaction,

a good part of the Sabbath in reading

and conversation. On Monday morn-
ing, before I set out, he gave me a

letter, which proved an introduction

to the Jews, both at Cronstadt, and
at St. Georg, a town three hours on
this side. On the Hungarian boun-
dary, the Austrian officers took away
from me all my books, even to my
Hebrew" Bible, wdiich I pleaded to

retain—it is our w’eapon in dealing

'with Jew"s. The Jews in all the

tow"ns of Transylvania are few, ex-

cept in Carlsburg, where their num-
ber is considerable. On that very
account, and their distance from the

!

Rabbi, or one interested in keeping
them in bondage, the corporate spir- :

it which encloses them against the

approaches of Christians seems to be
proportionably dissolved. In Cron-
stadt and St. Georg, severally, w'hich
I visited, there are only seven or
eight families, but the number is

sw-elled bjnndividuals, wffio, although
they cannot settle, are permitted to

reside for a length of time upon
passports. In both places the Jews
received me in the most open and
friendly manner. In St. Georg, I

had met the chief Jew of Cronstadt,
Rabbi (Aaron,) wdio leads all the
others—the other families being
mostly branches of his— in St.

Georg
; and as soon as I arrived in

Cronstadt, he seeing me at the w"in-

dow of the inn, weaved to me from
his shop-door to come over and visit

him. To my great astonishment he
arranged to gather the Jew"s togeth-
er next day (this was Friday,) in his

house, if I w'ould preach to them.
This was a merciful opening, beyond

w"hat I had ever dreamt of. Next
morning, after the synagogue hour,

he sent to invite me to his house.

Several old Jew"S were present, and

w"e had a lengthened conversation.

At four o’clock, the hour arranged

for the sermon, I returned, took my
place at a table, five or six elderly

Jew"s sitting round it, the younger
ones Standing behind ;

the w"omen,

at first, collected about the room-
door, but eventuall}’' came in. As
you may guess, there w"as much ir-

regularity—the thread of discourse

was often broken, as e. g.^ when a

passage w*as quoted, the Jew"s quoted

aloud the context, and made their re-

' marks upon it
;
but, upon the w"hole,

it w"as a glorious opportunity of de-

claring Christ crucified to the lost

sheep of the house of Israel. Be-
sides having much intercourse w'ith

' individuals during the visit, I was
! called upon to preach again the next

! Sabbath (Saturday.) The old man
I

visited me in the inn tw"o several

i

times on Sunday, and urged upon
^ me to stay among them. On ac-

count of the advanced season, I

could not prolong my stay, but pro-

mised, if the w'cather permitted, to

send one capable of can-ying for-

w"ard their instruction in the Word
of God—the}" engaging to meet sev-

eral times a-weekto receive it. Be-
sides, I was anxious that they should

witness the power of religion in one
w"ho had been a Jew", as a baptized

Jew", w'ho had passed through some
time before, had done incredible mis-

chief. One saying of the old man
affects me deeply, that if he could

believe his own religion to be true,

he could not only bear its yoke, but

die for it. I was not blind to the

circumstance, that several of the

Jews were calculating on the immu-
nities w"hich a Christian profession

j

confers; but I could not but remark

I

at the same time, that there was a

! deep concern for the future life. It

I

occurred to me that a richer harvest

i
might, perhaps, be gathered in a sliort-

I

er time here, tlian in places w"here

:

the Jev/s are in greater numbers,

j

With these thoughts, and, you w"ill

believe, not without prayer, I sent
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Weiss, our first convert, to spend

the winter in Cronstadt, who, we
trust, both with word and deed, is

qualified to lift up Christ before his

brethren, in a manner which wdll

draw their hearts unto him, we hold-

ing up his hand in the meantime, cry-

ing without ceasing on his behalf.

—

I am, &c.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

liCtter from Kcv. W. €<. Scliaiiffler.

The mission here in behalf of the

German Jews has been confided to

Rev. Mr. Allan, who has recently

been transferred to this important

station from Damascus. Before his

arrival, Mr. Schauflfler, the excellent

missionary of the American Board

among the Sefardim, or Spanish

Jews, kindly undertook the care of

the various institutions. “ The con-

nection,” says the Record, “which,

through a kind providence, the Com-

mittee was enabled to form with him,

has conferred unspeakable benefit on

the mission.”

There is much that is interesting

in a letter from Mr. S. to J. G.

Wood, Esq., bearing date Nov. 25;

we select all that we can make

room for :

—

And now I come to Dr. Leitner,

and the Medical Dispensary super-

intended by him. Dr. Leitner, af-

ter having been under my instruc-

tion all the summer, as far as our
distance in the country, my family

circumstances, and his personal en‘-

gagements permitted, was baptized

by me, as your acting missionary, on
the 20th of October last, at a special

German service, held by me for the

purpose, in the American chapel

here. 3Iy regular German service,

at the American chapel, ceased with
the close of last year, and was trans-

ferred to the Prussian chapel of the
Embassy,where I have often preach-
ed since, at the invitation of the

chaplain. There were, however.

[April

circumstances then existing which
induced me not to ask for permission
to baptize Dr. Leitner there

;
but,

after having held myself the fore-

noon service at the Prussian chapel,
I announced a special German ser-

vice at three o’clock p. m., at the
American chapel, when Dr. Leitner
should be received into the Christian
Church. Mr. Goodell, our eldest

missionary, very kindly gave up his

Bible lecture in Turkish (attended
by Armenians

)

for the day, to make
room for us

;
and many of the pi-

ous and serious evangelical Armeni-
ans, who had listened to Mr.
Dwight’s Mmeniunsermon the same
afternoon, from one to two o’clock,

stayed to enjoy the season with us.

The chapel room, and the adjoining

study of Mr. Dwight, were occupied
by German, Jewish, and Armenian
hearers. I preached from Rom. x.

4. After the sermon. Dr. Leitner
professed his faith in Clu-ist, by re-

plying to a considerable number of

questions, which I put to him before

the listening assembly. The season
was both solemn and delightful. Af-
ter the exercises were over, our
Christian friends welcomed the new
brother to their fellowship in Christ

;

and especially the Armenians sur-

rounded him, and shook and press-

ed his hands in a very touching man-
ner.

To me this season was not only
one of deep interest, but also of deep
concern. I had ever been pleased

with the Doctor’s conduct, and his

candid, and honest, and serious in-

quiries after the truth
;
but, know-

ing the depth and deceitfulness of

the human heart, and having seen
many a hopeful convert spiritually

flag and languish after baptism, as

though now all was done and over, I

rejoiced with trembling
;
and, from

that day onward, kept my anxious

eye fixed upon the Doctor’s appear-

ance, conduct, and conversation, in

order to see whether he was press-

ing forward in the active vigor of a

new life, in the daily fresh experi-

ences and discoveries of the young
convert, in daily converse with God
in prayer, and with his truth in the
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continual use of his Word, and in

fellowship with his children
;

or

whether he would gradually settle

down into an outward decency of

mere creditable, social and religious

habits. I was, however, delighted

to see daily brighter evidences of Dr.

Leitner’s true conversion to Christ.

His public profession gave him a

mighty start in spiritual life
;
and

he is wide awake to a lively inter-

course, by prayer, with his God and

Saviour, deeply concerned for his

brethren according to the flesh, ac-

tive andcheerfulin doing good among
them, and daily studying his Bible

with fresh delight. He is a true

comfort to me, and has assisted me
already, though young in the Chris-

tian life, and as yet imperfect in the

vast and deep scheme of divine truth,

by his mature and unobtrusive coun-
sels, and especially by his gentle and
meek influence upon those with
whose difficult tempers I have been
tried. I consider him a growing
Christian—a man of fine gifts for a

missionary-assistant in the depart-

ment which he occupies.

German Jews from Russia, Mol-
davia, and Wallachia, have called

upon me, and strongly urged me to

publish an edition of the Hebrew
Bible, with a translation in Jewish-
Germaii by the side of it, in the fash-

ion of my Hebrew-Spanish Bible.

They are all of ona opinion—that

tens of thousands of copies can be
sold in those countries

;
for there is

an utter destitution of the Word of

God in those parts, very deeply felt

by many of the people. I promised
them to prepare the manuscript, if

God should grant me health and life,

and to raise the funds for an edition,

if he grant me favor in the eyes of
his people in Christian lands. I

have resolved to write to the Ameri-
can Bible Society, and to the Society
for Meliorating the Condition of the

Jews, to raise funds for an edition of
at least 10,000 copies. I am sensi-

ble of the greatness of the underta-
king, and the burden of the work, and
the responsibility. But I feel bound
to make the proposals; and if the
means are granted, I shall consider

myself bound to the performance of

the task, God willing. Perhaps you
may excite, in Scotland, an interest

for this cause in due time, to give us
your efficient co-operation, and your
prayers in it.

Meantime, the Society for Melio-
rating the Condition of the Jews,
having revived again to fresh activity,

wrote tome by their Secretary; and
adistinguished member of it, the Rev.
Dr. Proudfit, Professor of Greek
and Latin Literature in Rutgers Col-
lege, New Brunswick, New Jersey,

wroteme a letter about the same time,

both stating to me, that that Socie-

ty was preparing for more extensive

operations than they ever attempted
;

and asked, what they could do for

tl^is gi*eat and good cause in these

parts. Dr. Proudfit stated to me,
that the Society had had of late

several considerable legacies
;
that

there was a general awakening on
the subject of the Jews’ conversion,

and that the impression began to

spread among the friends of Israel,

that no field smaller than the world
would rouse the Church., and that we
ought to lay plans for the conversion

of the Jews in general. All these,

! and like thoughts and convictions, I

have carried about in my bosom ever

! since I enlisted in this cause
; but I

I

despaired ever to see such a spirit

!

prevail in the Churches of America,

I

where, at least in my days, so few,

!
and generally only infidel Jews, were

!

found. My communications have

j

become, in consequence, fewer, and

j

I often nearly fainted and grew wea-
I ry. But now, as it seems that the

j

Lord is reviving his people to fresh

j

attempts at the same time, when
I

here and in the neighboring coun-
I tries wide and effectual doors of use-

i

fulness are opened unto us, I feel as

I

though the time to favor Zion was
drawingnear, and I shall. Providence
permitting, write home fully, and
urge strongly on all, the perishing

state of the Jews scattered up and
down by hundreds of thousands in

these benighted countries.

Our Board, also, after the visit of

I

Drs. Anderson and Hawes, to these

parts, feel encouraged to do more for
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the Jews, and I hope they will soon

succeed in finding a suitable associ-

ate ibr me in my labors ;
so that when

my labors finish, and my days here

below close, the charity and the

prayers of God’s people in America
shall not cease to be put forth in be-

half of the ancient people of God on

the Eastern Continent.

The time must certainly come for

great efforts and great success among
"the Jews, or I entirely misunderstand

God’s promises. And, I believe,

those times of great results draw
near. Let us look to the promises

of God in faith, watch his providen-

tial leadings with Christian sobriety,

and be ready for duty, when and

wherever the Lord shall call us to

the work.—1 am, &c.

From a communication of a later

date (Dec. 16,) addressed by Mr. S.

to the Am. Board, and for a copy of

which we are indebted to the cour-

tesy of the Secretary, Rev. Dr.

Armstrong, we add the following :

—

The medical dispensary, (of the

Scotch mission) which I organized

last September, grew out of a propo-

sal from me. You remember, per-

haps, that some ten years ago I pro-

posed the same thing to you. It

now wears all the marks of future

prosperity and usefulness. I have

no doubt that it will, in due time,

have the honor to be persecuted and

cursed by the Rabbles; but 1 have

little doubt of its ultimate triumph,

and its benign tendency to bring the

minds and hearts of these perishing

Jews nearer to us, aside from the real

and Christ-like charity bestowed

upon many bodily poor and sick, and

at a very small expense.

Our conference meetings for Ger-

man Jews at the Scotch school-house

are still continued. They are more

and more numerously attended, and

the audience becomes more serious

and quiet as we proceed. Our two

weekly conference meetings, held by

me for Christians, are attended by

more Jews and Jewish proselytes

than born Christians. Three Sab-

baths ago I opened again a German

service at our American chapel, and
that more especially for Jews. The
difficulty oftheir obtaining admittance
at the service of the Prussian embas-
sy led to this measure, with which
both the Prussian chaplain and the
ambassador are satisfied. Christians
also attend, and my audience is about
as full as it ever was. . . . To-day a
Jewish physician, whom I have
known for a short time, called and
asked for Christian instruction for

himselfand his wife. Although they
are both ignorant, even of the rudi-

ments, of Christian doctrine, and
much more of Christian experience,

there is hope of doing them good,

and I shall try to arrange the matter
accordingly.

®l)e (ttl)urd) of 0fotlautr.

ORDINATION OP MISSIONARIES.

Three Jewish missionaries, the

Rev. Nathan Davis, and two females,

were ordained on Wednesday last,

in Swallow Street, London, in con-

nection with the Scotch Establish-

ment. They are to proceed to Tu-
nis, in Barbary, to labor among their

fellow-countrymen.

donations & Siibscriptlons.

The Treasurer of the American So-

ciety for Meliorating’ the Condition of the

Jews, gratefully acknowledges the receipt

ofthe following donations and subscriptions

to the funds of the Society :

—

M. E. Church Caroline St., Baltimore,

thi-ough S. Boiihomme, $0 30

Wesley Ch. Light St. Ch., do.. 2 00

Sixth Presbyterian Ch., do., 5 00

M.E. Ch. High St., do.. 11 75

M. E. Ch. Monument St, do.. 14 39

B. A. Sliver, do., 5 00

Balance of Legacy by Dyer McCall,

Esq., Noi’wich, Conn., 402 55

Subscriptions to Jewish Chronicle, 62 25

8508 24

Th. Bussing, Treas.
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