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ADDRESS.

The Committee of the London Society for promoting Christianity

amongst the Jews, have deemed it advisable that some alteration should

be made in the Monthly Publication, hitherto called the Jewish Repo-

sitory.

Much as this Work has assisted to recommend the great cause for which

,the Society was instituted, much as it has tended to elucidate the important

question at issue, between Jews and Christians, and to call the attention of

the learned to this most interesting subject, it is still to be lamented, that

it has failed to recommend itself to the Christian Public in general, and to ^

attract the notice of those various classes of the community, by whom

similar works are sought for, as means both of rational entertainment, and

religious information and instruction. Why a Work of so much importance,

especially in the present eventful sera of the Church, has not engaged more

of the public attention and support, is not now the subject of inquiry; the

fact, that it has not been so generally received, as the Committee had reason

to expect, is that which most demands their attention, inasmuch as it shews

,them the necessity of endeavouring, by a judicious alteration in the plan

of the Publication, to procure for it a wider circulation and a more general

acceptance. The importance of an attempt of this kind, becomes the more

apparent, as they attentively look at the several ways in which such a

Publication may be made useful. Whether they contemplate it with imme-

diate reference to the Jews, and as intended by every legitimate method

of argument and persuasion, to influence the minds of that people in favour

of Christianity: or as designed to engage the piety, learning, and talents

of the Christian world, in this great cause, both oy holding out to' them an

invitation, and affording them an opportunity, to contribute in promoting

its progress ; or, Anally, as a channel through which those who already

B

t



2

co-operate in the undertaking, may statedly receive information, both rs

to the actual result of their labours, and as to the prospect of future success ;

in whichever of these views they regard the Work, the absolute necessity of

deriving the materials for it from very diversified sources, and of adapting

them to a variety of tastes and habits, is equally manifest. Little more

need be said, to prove the truth of what has just been stated. It is evident

that in a work, such as is here contemplated, the inclinations of many

classes of persons must be consulted ; and that whilst the principal design

should be, to point out to them all the chief objects and leading plans, of

the Institution, care should be taken, to do this, as far as possible, in a

style and manner, suited to their respective dispositions, and attainments.

In fact, by this alone can the Work be made either extensively useful, or

generally acceptable.

To the Jews it will not be useful, unless they shall find in it the specific

differences between their own and the Christian Faith, distinctly laid before

them; the source of their own peculiar opinions and prejudices, diligently,

but calmly, investigated; and the foundation of the belief of Christians in

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Mary, as the true Messiah promised to the

fathers, clearly shewn. On the other hand, for the pious scholar and man

of letters, it is indispensably necessary, that the Work should contain argu-

mentative and practical expositions of the Mosaic Institutions, of the antient

Prophecies, of the grand scheme of Redemption, of the harmony of the

Old and New Testament, particularly in those points, in which they are

supposed by the Jews to be irreconcilably at variance; and finally, of the

obvious analogies of the ceremonial Law with the dispensation of the Gospel.

To this it may be added, that the generality of readers will expect that

the W’’ork shall record the various facts connected with the History of the

Jews, which may tend to throw light on their past and present condition,

on the nature and manner of their employments, their mode of life, and

the general state of morals and religion among them : and particularly, that

it shall notice the views and expectations which they indulge respecting a

future Messiah, and their promised return to the land of their forefathers;

ascertaining the measure of attention with which they regard the operations

of the several Religious Societies established in this country, and those of

the London Society, in particular. It will also be generally interesting,

occasionally to introduce from the authentic documents of this remark-

able people, the Lives of their illustrioiis Ancestors, their distinguished

Leaders, their holy Prophets, in whom the Spirit of Christ did testify
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liie sufferings of the Messiah, and the glory which should follow; their

ancient Bards, who sung the songs of Sion, their inspired Apostles, who

sealed their faith with their blood, as well as of any remarkable Indiyiduals

who, in modern times, have professed themselves Converts to the Doctrine

of Christ. It may also be reasonably required, that the Work shall not be

wanting in the occasional admission of such Embellishments as are furnished

by the sublime Literature of Jewish Antiquity ; or by those who, in more

recent times, have most successfully explored that inexhaustible mine of

poetic majesty and beauty.

The Committee are sensible, that in order to accomplish the object here

proposed, it is necessary that the plan of the Work should be as enlarged

as the nature of it will admit. They have therefore determined to extend,

and in some degree to alter, that on which it was originally laid out. The

plan adopted, and intended to be brought into use at the commencement

of the next year, is that which is given in the subjoined Syllabus, which has

been framed so as to include, as far as possible, every subject connected

with the question at issue between Jews and Christians.

The Publication has hitherto been called the Jewish Repository; an

appellation, perhaps, sufficiently apposite to a Work of this kind. It has

been thought, however, that a title which should denote the desire of

inquiry, the process of investigation, and the practice of communication,

would better suit the projected Work, than one which signified a mere

recipient, or place in which materials are to be collected and laid by.

Instead of the present title, it is therefore intended to substitute, at the

beginning of the next year, that of the Jewish Expositor, and Friend of

Israel.

Nothing now remaining to be said with respect to the Work itself, it

is only necessary to add a few words relating to those by whom it is to

be conducted. It will be under the management of a literary Committee,

composed of Clergymen who are Members of the Society, and of Laymen

who are Members of its General Committee. These Gentlemen have kindly

engaged to exert themselves, as much as their other avocations will permit,

to make the Jewish Expositor an useful and acceptable Work. In doing

this, they confidently hope, that the literary friends of the Society will

aid them; and they take this opportunity of earnestly soliciting their
'

assistance in any way which they may conceive calculated to promote the

essential, and unquestionably Christian objects of this Publication.
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SYLLABUS.

1. Opinions entertained by the

Jews, both antient and modern, re-

specting the Messiah, as foretold in

the Old Testament, compared with

Descriptions of the Messiah as re-

vealed in the Gospel.

2. Rabbinical Traditions, examined
by the Test of God’s Commandments.

3. Examination of the Nature,

Extent, and Value, of the Hopes
which the Jews derive from their

Opinions concerning the Messiah;

with Accounts of Men who at va-

rious Times have assumed that Cha-

racter.

4. Objections of Jews against

Christianity fairly stated, and can-

didly discussed.

5. Elucidations of the Ceremonial

Law, shewing its subserviency to the

Gospel, and its Accomplishment in

the Person of Jesus Christ.

6. The Nature, universal Obliga-

tion, and Perpetuity of the Moral
Law.

7. Critical Illustrations of the

Hebrew Scriptures in general, with
occasional Commentaries.

8. The Authenticity of the New
Testament proved by those Argu-
ments used by the Jews, to establish

the Authority of the Old Testament.
9. Jewish Biography, comprising

the History of Patriarchs, Princes,

Prophets and Apostlesi—also, Ac-

counts of the various Sects of the
Jews, antient and modern.

10. Dissertations on the Prophe-
cies respecting the future Conver-
sion, Restoration, and Glory of the
Jewish nation.

11. Remarkable Events in the
History of the Jews, from the Call

of Abraham to the present Period.
12. General Accounts of the Jews,

exhibiting their present Situation,

Numbers, Education, Literature,

Employments, Customs, and Cere-
monies, in the various Countries
throughout which they are dispersed.

13. Reviews of modern Publica-
tions connected with the Jews.

14. Accounts of former Attempts
to Convert the Jews to Christianity.

15. Co-operation of other Insti-

tutions for the general diffusion of
Christian knowledge; with Notices
of the Manner in which the numerous
Religious Societies of the present
Age are contemplated by the Jews,

16. Accounts of Jews converted to
Christianity, and occasional Obitu-
aries.

' 1 7. Sermons on subjects relating to
the Jews.

18. Proceedings of the London
Society.

19. Addresses to Christians, on
behalf of the Jews.

20. Appropriate Poetry.

N. B. It is proposed that this Work shall be occasionally embellished with
Maps and Prints, illustrative of Jewish History, Cereuionics, and
Antiquities.
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Some Account of the Life and
Conversion of a Jew ; who died

in the Faith of Christy at Ko-
nigsberg^ in Prussia, Nov. 13

,

1776 . Written by himself, in

German.

‘‘My name, amon^ the Jews,
was Abraham Hertz; I was
born in 1706, at Glogau, in

Silesia. My father Moses, of

the tribe of Levi, was a man of

learning.
“ I was brought up in my

father’s house till I was eighteen

years old, at which time my
parents died, within one month
of each other. Upon which
my relations sent me to the

famous Jewish university at

Prague, in Bohemia. Here I

pursued my studies for five

years, when the Rabbi pro-

cured me a place at Nichols-

burg, in Moravia, as tutor of

the children of Mr. Moshe
Eohen, a wealthy Jew, in

whose family I continued three

years. My term in this family

being expired, I went
’

in the

same capacity to Presburg, in

Hungary, and entered as tutor

into the family of Mr. Jacob
Rachmetz, with wJiora I like-

wise staid three years, and then

went, with his consent, to his

brother at Belgrade, on the

confines of Turkey, and was
employed in the same occupa-
tion till the year 17S9.

“ At this period, the city of

Belgrade was ceded to the

Turks, when about eight thou-

sand of the inhabitants, Chris-

tians and Jews, were made
slaves, and I, with the whole
family in which I lived, shar-

ing (he same fate, we were all

carried to the Turkish fortress

Nissa. Here I was sold to a
Turk, who had already pur-
chased another of the unhappy
captives, a young man, and a
Christian of the Lutheran per-

suasion ; we were both chained
together, and taken by our
master to Serras, in Greece.

“ The name of this young
Christian was Neuman. The

i
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Turk, our master, required this

unfortunate man to submit to

a very heinous sin ; but not

being able to persuade him
to it, he ordered him to be
whipped in so cruel a manner,
that the poor Christian had not

a sound spot left on his whole
body, but was covered all over
with wounds and sores, and I,

his fellow- slave, had to wash
his wounds. I took great care

not to come too near him in

my sleep, lest I should touch
him, and thereby increase the

anguish of his pains.

Soon after, the Turk made
me his interpreter; and as I

once, in the folly and igno-

rance of my heart, was advis-

ing Neuman rather to submit,

than expose himself to the

barbarous treatment of his

cruel master, he remained not

only immoveable, but declared,

he could by no means bear the

thoughts of thus offending his

Lord J esus, and that he would
rather die than commit sin.

He then reproved me, saying,

‘Art thou one of God’s people,

of the Jews, who boast of their

being a peculiar people of

God, and darest thou to advise

me to commit sin ?’ These
words went to my very heart,

nor could I, frohi that hour,

be easy in my mind, but be-

came deeply concerned for my
salvation. My poor w ounded
fellow captive continually

called upon the name of Jesus,

which used formerly to be
odious to me as a Jew, and
prayed to him so fervently,

that my inmost soul was often

moved at it, and by degrees,

I got a hearty love for this

Christian.
“ One time, as he was speak-

ing to me very feelingly of
redemption, I could not but

acknowledge his religion to be
the true one, giving him my
hand upon it, and promising

to embrace the Christian faith,

and to be baptized, as soon as

I should again come into a

Christian country. Poor Neu-
man died soon after of his suf-

ferings, with his chains on.

Notwithstanding the barbarous

treatment he suffered, there was
something uncommonly strik-

ing in the aspect of his lifeless

body. Far from tilling me
with the horror which the sight

of a corpse is apt to excite,

there appeared something so

lovel}^ in this corpse, that I

could not behold it without

pleasure
;

nor could I ever

afterwards think of him without

tender sensibility, or forget his

image.—It was as if the form of

this liappy man were constantly

present to me and hovering

before my eyes.
‘‘ My deceased friend had

told me,' that he was the undu-
tiful son of a Lutheran clergy-

man in Saxony, and had learnt

the business of a stocking-

weaver
;
but that, disregarding

the admonitions of his parents,

whicli he since often lamented, ‘

he left them, and went into

Silesia; being taken by the

Imperial troops, he entered

into the army, and was sent as

a soldier to Belgrade, where he

was made a slave by the Turks.
“ According to a promise I

had given him, I now attempted
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to Lave his body decently bu-

ried, a business which the Chris-'

tians here, as well as the Turks,

were afraid to undertake. But
before I could do it^ the Turk,
my master, hearing of the un-

expected death ^ of his slave,

which happened in the night,

fell into such a fury, that he

ordered me to receive an hun-

dred and fifty lashes on the

bare soles of my feet, pretend-

ing that I had killed Neuman
in the night. I complained of

this outrage to the Cadi, a

Turkish magistrate, who found,

upon examination, that the de-

ceased had died of his wounds
and the barbarous usage of his

master. I wms acquitted, and

the judge obliged the merciless

tyrant to dispose of me to ano-

ther Turk, called Hadshi Mus-
tapha, who carried me from

Serras, to a place in the neigh-

bourhood of Smyrna, where he

was settled. This Turk was a

very good-natured man, and
shewed me rnucli kindness all

the time I was with him, which
was above two years, viz. till

1741. But all his mild treat-

ment was not sufficient to lessen

the unhappiness and distress

of my mind; the decease of

the late Neuman, and all his

discourses, presented them-

selves continually to my spirit.

I now resolved to write to a

Jew at Smyrna, requesting that

I might be ransomed by my
nation, and delivered from sla-

very. This .letter had the

wished-for efi'ect; 1 w as imme-
diately ransomed, though my
hew master was very reluctant

to part with me, and when he

at length consented to it, he

had the goodness to make me
a present of sixteen zechins,

(about seven guineas) toward

the expenses of my journey,

and kindly entreated me to call

at his house, if ever I should

come again in those parts.

From Smyrna the Jews
sent me to Constantinople,

w here they endeavoured to per-

suade me to settle. But, such

was my uneasiness, that I could

not think of staying there. De-

clining, therefore, every pro-

posal, I expressed a desire to

travel farther, and to visit the

graves of my relations in Si-

lesia, which is agreeable to the

custom among the J ew's. Upon
this I obtained the necessary

testimonials from the Chacam,

or chief Rabbi, and w'as for-

warded by sea, to Bender, from

thence, by way of Jassy, to

Hungary, and at last to Breslaw^

and Glogau, in Silesia, where

being arrived at' the graves of

my parents, my conductors left

me.
In consequence of what 1

promised my friend Neuman, I

determined to go in quest of
his worthy father, to acquaint

him, if he should be living,

how his son had died. I tra-

velled on foot to vSaxony, where
I heard the Rev. Mr. Neuman
was deceased; but learned at

the same time, that his relict

lived at Naumburg. I went
thither, and having found out

Mrs. Neuman, gave her an

account of the painful, and yet

happy departure of her late

son; which the good woman
heard with all the emotions and



8 Some Account of

tears which a tender parent

feels on such occasions.

My inward distress conti-

nuing still, I much wished to

find people of the same reli-

gious sentiments as the late

Neuman was; with this restless

desire, I left Naumburg, and
travelled about in Prussia and
Brandenburg, mingling alter-

nately with the Jews and with

the Christians. In one place

of my wanderings, a Christian

gentlewoman received me kind-

ly, and introduced me to a

clergyman, who endeavoured

to persuade me to turn Chris-

tian; but my restlessness soon

made me quit that place. -In

1742, at the time of the Jews’

Easter, four weeks before the

Christians’, the Jews were still

obliged to receive me, to keep
the feast with them. Amid
the troubles and concern -of

^mind, which pursued me every
where, I still kept to my pur-

pose of seeking Neuman’s reli-

gion, as I had promised him to

do before he died.

I went next to Pomerania,
where seeing no hope of being-

saved, and obtaining that hap-
piness which I had seen Neu-
man possessed of, I grew weary
of life, thinking it impossible

to bear my existence any longer.

Despair and horror seized me,
and finding myself upon a

cross-road, 1 bared my breast,

and took out my knife, with a

design either to subscribe my-
self to Satan with my blood,

or to make away with myself,

and thus to rid the earth of a
most wretched and condemned
being. In. this attitude, with

my bare knife in my hand, a
black hussar, or light horseman,
came riding briskly up to me.
Having never seen such black
regimentals, and just then
wished for Satan to come, I

was most terribly affrighted.

The hussar accosted me, and
said, “ God bless you, Jew,
whither are you going ?” But
I was so terrified, that I could
not answer a word. To my
great astonishment, he began
to speak of the Thola, a name
by which the dews call the

Lord Jesus, and told me how
he died for our sins upon the

cross, wishing me, in a very
feeling manner; to experience

the benefit of Christ’s death in

my heart. This soon opened
my heart and my mouth, and
I asked him, whether these

things were really so, and whe-
ther it was possible to 'expe-
rience it in the manner he said ?

The hussar replied, that he
could stake his soul for the

truth of what he asserted. I

was exceedingly struck, and,

giving him my hand, I de-

clared,—If the crucified Jesus

would approve himself to me
as the exalted Thola, and give

rest to my soul, that I w'ould

then adore him as the true

God, and receive baptism. For
three days we travelled toge-

ther, as far as Dantzig, talking,

as we went on, upon this im-

portant subject.

My fellow-traveller had
.promised to take me with him
to Gumbinnen, and there to

introduce me to a friend of his,

a clergyman, who was a pious

minister
;
but we lost one ano-
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tfaer in Dantzig, where being
an entire stranger, and neither

knowing his name nor place

of abode, I never could find

him again. I heard, however,
some time after, that this gen-
tleman was adjutant of a regi-

ment of black hussars
;
that he

truly feared God, and had for-

merly been quartered at Gum-
bin nen. I had taken good
notice of the name of that town,
and now inquired, how I might
get thither. Being informed I

was to go by way of Konings-
berg, 1 set out directly for

that city. At an inn on the

road I met with a pious,

Christian innkeeper, who di-

i-ectly discerned the uneasy
state of my troubled mind, and
as he had just then been read-

ing the forty-sixth chapter of

Isaiah, he talked to me of the

Redeemer promised to Israel,

in so hearty a manner, that I

«oon conceived a love and re-

gard for him. He then brought
me acquainted with the Rev.
Mr. Shuman, of Balga : the

first question I asked this cler-

gyman was, Whetlier he
thought it possible that I might
yet be saved ?” To which he
answered, “ Yes, if you will

believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ.” It being'Sunday morn-
ing, the minister w'as preparing
to go to church, to which I also

went after him. He preached
on the gospel of the day, treat-

ing of the Lord’s appearing to

his disciples, after his resurrec-

tion. But such was my con-
fusion, and the distress and
agitation of my mind, that my
gestures even frightened seve-

VOL. 1.

ral persons in the church, who
were near me, nor did I com-
prehend any thing of the ser-

mon, except what related to

Thomas the apostle.

“ On the following day Mr.
Shuman sent me to a clergy-

man in the neighbourhood, the

Rev. Mr. Froshall, who shew-
ing me in the Hebrew Bible

the words, (l)eut. xxvii. 26.)

Cursed be he that confirmeth

not all the words of this law,

to do them it so deeply
affected me, that I was very
near fainting with terror. This
gentleman advised the minister

of Balga to have nothing to do
with me; but Mr. Shuman
affirmed he could not think of
turning me away, and kindly
received me into his house,

where he kept me above a year
and an lialfj teaching me to

read Gorman, and instructing

me in the truths of the Chris-

tian religion. Notwitlistand-

ing this, my distress still con-

nued, and believing there was
no hope of salvation for me, I

again conceived the dark de-

sign of attempting my life. For
this purpose, being alone in my
room, I put a rope about my
neck and mounted upon a stool,

to hang myself on a beam. But
my wicked intention was hap-
pily frustrated a second time,

partly by an inward check of

conscience, and partly by Mr.
Shuman’s hearing the noise of

the stool in his apartment and
suddenly coming up to mine ;

but how was the good man ter-

rified, when he saw me with the

rope about my neck ! He fell

immediately upon his knees



10 Some Account oj

with me, and prayed to the

Lord with many tears that he

would have mercy on tliis lost

sheep of the house of Israel.

Among the rest, he made use

of the following expression

:

“ Lord Jesus! I cannot rise

from this spot except thou hear

me.” When he had finished

])rayer, he sung part of an

hymn, applying it to me a

miserable sinner, viz.

Lord, grant him now thy Spirit’s power,
And heal him with thy precious blood,&c.

While he was praying and
singing, a sweet calm over-

spread my weary mind, and a

dawn of hope and assurance of

grace arose in my heart. But,

being still ufraid of my restless

and unsteady disposition, I re-

solved not to be baptized till I

should find myself more settled

in mind, and perceive less fre-

quent changes of rest and dis-

quielude. For as yet these

changes still disturbed me at

times, because the sense of my
sinfulness rather vexed than

humbled me.

“In Whitsuntide, 1744, Mr.
Shuman preached on Acts
iii. 15. sliewing, that, though
the Jews killed the Prince of

life, yet still the word of salva-

tion was sent unto them, and
God was able to save them.

By this time my mind was more
settled, and I lound myself wil-

ling to receive baptism. The
minister had, from tiie begin-

ning of our acquaintance, often

represented tome, how wretch-

edly most baptized Jews com-
monly turned out. But 1 de-

clared that truth was all that 1

wanted, and therefore expressly

entreated him to admit no god-

fathers and godmothers at my
baptism, it being customary for

such to make handsome pre-

sents to newly-baptized con-

verts, which 1 was desirous to

avoid. I was baptized in the

name of the Triune God, and
called John Christopher Lebe-

recht. I enjoyed unspeakable

happiness during the transac-

tion, and could also afterwards

believe that I was sprinkled

with the blood of Jesus Christ.

“ I now learnt the mason’s

business and woolcombing, in

order to employ myself both in

summer and in winter. Several

pious persons at Koningsberg
having heard of my baptism,

and that I had received it with

sincerity of heart, one of them
came to see me, and invited me
to come to that city . Some time

after, I went ; but the person

who had invited me not being

at home, I waited for him at

his house; and takuig up a

pamphlet that lay on the table,

1 found, among other things,

if contained an account of the

life and departure of a young
nobleman, the reading of which
affected me uncommonly, and
made me very desirous of ob-

taining the acquaintance of

other children of God, than

those I had seen hitherto.

With this intention I re-

solved to travel, and set out in

1747. On this journey, I be-

came acquainted with many
serious persons, and among the

rest, with the Rev. Mr. August!,

minister of Eshenberg, in the

duchy of Gotha, who had for-

merly also been a Jew.
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The manner in which this

acquaintance began was rather

singular: I was walking on
iny way through a field, sing-

ing a hymn as I went on,

when this clergyman came
closely after me without being
observed. When I Iiad done
singing, he accosted me, and
asked who I was, and whence
I came? judging, probably,
from my accent, that I was a

Jew. Though it appeared a

little strange to me to be thus

accosted, yet I owned that I

was a baptized Jew
;

upon
which he begged that I would
go with him to his house. He
conducted me to his study,

where he prayed, and he
discovered by his prayer that

he also was a baptized Jew,
commending himself and me
most fervently to the Lord, on
whom we believed. I likewise

became acquainted with that

celebrated preacher of the gos-

pel, the Rev. Mr. Frostman,
of Sohlingen. At length I came
to the Hague, in Holland, where
the acquaintance of many up-
right Christians was of great

service and edification to me.
“But I must confess, that

I did not always run well. My
depraved heart went astray, nor
dir’ I keep my integrity, and
al3out the year 1755, i declined
much from that which is good.

“ I returned to Prussia, and
came again to Balga, where I

had been baptized. But as I

concealed my unfaithfulness

by a disingenuous reserve, I

brought myself again into an
unhappy condition : remorse
of conscience and self-con-

demnation pursued me every
where for a considerable time,

till I came again to myself, and
into a state of calmness, when I

threw myself at the feet of the

merciful Saviour, confessing

my sins, and imploring him to

forgive them, and to gather

me w'itli his chosen people.
“ After this, I resolved to

marry, and the Lord was
pleased to point out a person

to me, who was as much con-

cerned as myself to seek a full

salvation in the merits of Christ.

Though I was by this time
more composed than before, yet

upon feeling evil desires of the

flesh still stirring in me, I was
very apprehensive lest I should

yet lie under a curse. In this

dilemma I wrote my case to

some upright and experienced

Christians, telling them of my
concern, and requesting their

advice. Their answer was

—

that the best advice they could

give me was, to look for the

cleansing from sin to the blood
of the crucified Immanuel, with
such a disposition, as was ex-
pressed in a certain Lutheran
hymn:
“ O that my heart, which open stands,

“May catch each drop, that tortur-

ing pain,

“Arm’d by my sins, wrung from thy

. hands,
“ Thy feet, thy head, thy ev’ry vein.

“ That still my breast may heave with

sighs,

“ Till tears of love o’erflow my eyes.”

“ Thus encouraged, I turned

unto Jesus, confessing my state

to him with many tears, and

humbly suing for grace and
mercy. 1 found what I sought,

and devoted myself wholly to

my dear Redeemer, fervently
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entreating him to keep me from
falling from the grace he had
purchased by his blood, by
which he gained the victory,

and paid the ransom for us,

and to grant me a renewed
assurance, that he had made an
atonement for my sins also.

After the death of Mr.
Shuman, 1 went to settle at

Koningsberg. Here I informed
those, with whom I had ac-

quaintance in the Lord, that

I had agaiti found favour in

the sight of my Redeemer.
They rejoiced and praised with

me the good Shepherd of souls,

who had found and delivered

liis lost sheep of the house of

Israel, and advised me to cleave

closely and
alone.

From that time 1 have
experienced many proofs of the

Lord’s love and goodness to

me, in inward as well as in out-

ward concerns. My wife often

used to say to me, ^ The Sa-

viour is the guardian of the

simple
;

let us cast ourselves

into his merciful arms as poor

and needj^ sinners, and seek for

grace to abide in him, till the

times of eternal refreshing shall

come.’ I will just mention one

instance of his providential care

of me : Being one time in real

want of the necessaries of life,

and in the greatest distress for

my family, the gracious God
wrought, in a manner, a miracle

to relieve me, his poor, unwor-
thy creatnre. For in this dis-

tress a man, otherwise notori-

ously wicked and ill-natured,

came to me, and asked, whe-
ther six bushels of corn would

faithfully to Christ

be of any service to me ? saying,

he had felt an impulse in his

mind to come and offer them
to me ? I received it with deep
humility of heart, as from the

hand of God, thanking and
praising my Redeemer, who is

in truth Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.

And here I found his divine

promise fulfilled :
^ Seek ye

first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness, and all these

things shall be added unto

you.’ By this instance of his

providence, my weak faith was
greatly strengthened.”

Thus far the account of his

life, as he has related and partly

dictated it to others. Various

other things, which occurred to

him, might have been inserted

ill this Narrative, which for the

sake of brevity, are omitted.

We will, however, take notice

of the following

:

Being one day unexpectedly
sent for to the house of a gentle-

man in office, who knew him,

he went, and found there ano-

ther gentleman with the former,

who was an entire stranger to

him. He was closely questioned

by them concerning the truth

of the Christian religion, and
strongly pressed to declare,'

whether he really believed,

without any mixture of doubt,

that Jesus the crucified was the

true God ? On which he broke
out in these words : “ I do con-
fess, if any created being could

have been found able to remove
the anguish and distress I felt

on account of my sins, and to

secure me from the loss of my
soul, r would have worshipped
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that creature
;
but as no cre-

ated bein^ could do tliis for me,
except this crucified Jesus

;

and as, by doing il, he evi-

denced his Godhead, I conse-

quently worship him with the

highest justice, as my true God
and my Saviour!” Hereupon the

master of the h‘ouse said to the

other gentleman, Now, Sir,

you have heard a Jew tell you,
what you would not believe on
the credit of a Christian.” This
gentleman, it seems, was one of

those who affect to amuse them-
selves with doubts about the

eternal divinity of Christ, and
the authenticity of the holy

scriptures.

In the latter part of his life

our convert being sickly and
not able to work as hard as

usual, opened a school for a few
children, whom he instructed

very faithfully, endeavouring
particularly to lead them to the

knowledge of Christ. For some
time past he laboured under a

dropsy, which was not very
painful at first

;
but within a

few weeks before his death, he
endured much pain, and was
hardly able to lie down. Per-

ceiving the rapid approach of

his dissolution, he desired to

receive the holy communion
once more before he died, which
was accordingl}’^ administered

to him. As Christ crucified

had for a long time been all

in all to his soul, he now
particularly laid hold of him
by faith, in the communion
of his body and blood. Pre-

vious to this, he took a re-

trospective view of his whole
past life, spreading it before his

Redeemer with tears of love

and gratitude, and thanking
God for delivering him out of

darkness, and giving him no
rest till he had found and
learned to know his dear Re-
deemer, who had taken away
all his sins. He at last called

out, “ Oh, how^ cordially do 1

embrace those grievous stripes

and wounds of my Saviour by
which we are healed.” He took

an affectionate leave of the mi-

nisters, who attended him, till

they should meet again in eter-

nity. And thus he fell softly

and happily asleep in the Lord,

in the 70th year of his age, and
entered into the company of

the spirits of just men, made
perfect, who have washed their

robes and made them while in

the blood of the Lamb.

Third Letter Jrom TV. Cuning-

hamey Esq. to Rabbi Joseph

Crooll.^ Teacher of the Hebreu'

Language in the University of
Cambridge. ^

Sir,
The next position in your

book which demands my atten-

tion is, that the Messiah must
have both father and mother

;

by which you mean that he is

to be born by ordinary genera-

tion, having a human father as

well as mother.

Now, Sir, as I have in my
former letters proved Jesus of

Nazareth to be the Messiah,

and as we learn from the New
Testament that his generation

was miraculous, without a hu-

* For Mr. Cuninghaine’s Fimt and
Second Letters, see Jewish Repos, for

October and November, 1-815,
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man fat her, it will be a suffi-

cient and complete refutation

of your position above men-
tioned, if I shew that there arc

texts of the Hebrew Scriptures,

which evidently refer to the

birtli of an extraordinary per-

sonage, by a supernatural gene-

ration, like that which is re-

corded of Jesus; and if I

prove, in the next place, upon
general principles, that the ge-

neration of the Messiah must
be supernatural. Both these 1

shall endeavour to do.

In the original promise of the

Messiah, given to our first pa-

rents immediately after the fall,

(Gen. iii. 15.) he is described

under the peculiar appellation

of the seed ofthe zcoman. This
expression admits of an easy

and obvious explanation, by
referring it to the miraculous

conception of the Messiah in

the womb of a virgin who had
not known man. But if this

solution of the difficulty be re-

jected, as we know that it is

by the Jews, in the same man-
ner as they deny tlic plain and
obvious meaning of the fifty-

third chapter of Isaiah, it will

be found altogether impossible

to offer any other exposition of

the passage, which can satisfy

the mind of a serious inquirer.

In the reign of Ahaz, king
of Judah, the royal house of

David having been threatened

with destruction by the confe-

derated hosts of Syria and
Ephraim, God was pleased to

assure Ahaz thatthis formidable

alliance should come to nought,

and Ahaz was commanded to

ask a sign for the confirmation

of his faith, cither in heaven
above or the earth beneath. As
he presumptuously refused to

ask a sign, the prophet Isaiah

then addressed himself to the

family of David, promising that

the Lord himself would give

them a sign, for that a xirgin

should conceive and bear a sow,

and call his name Immanuel.*
Tl)is is an express promise of

the birth of the Messiah from
the womb of a virgin. The
Jews endeavour to elude the

force of this passage, by alleg-

ing that the word
translated a virgin, bears ano-
ther meaning in Prov. xxxi. 19.

and therefore does not necessa-

rily signify a virgin. But we
deny their gloss of the text last

mentioned, or that the word is,

in any passage of the scrip-

tures, applied to a woman who
had known man. This point
has, however, already been dis-

cussed in Mr. Scott’s work, and
likewise in the pages of the

Jewish Repository,f I there-

fore deem it superfluous to enter

filrther into it. I shall only
observe, that as the Lord, in

the most solemn manner, de-

clared that he would give a
sign to the family of David,
the sign must be worthy of
him who promised it. Now
the birth of a child by ordi-

nary generation, would be no
sign at all; but if, as we
Christians believe, the pro-

* Isa. vii. 10— 14. This passage is

excluded from the Haphtoroth, oi sec-

tions of the Prophets, read in the syna-
gogues.

+ See the article, “ Birth of Imma-
nuel,” J. R. Vol. II. p. 83—86, and
121— 132.
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pliecy refers fo the miraculous
conception of the Messiah, it

is a sign of a most stupendous
nature, to which the whole
house of Israel would have
done well to take heed

;
and of

wliicli they must take heed,

before the era of their redemp-
tion.

In Jeremiah, xxxi. 22, it is

thus written, ''nDTj/

o n22Vd;n nan
n3p: mn'*
‘‘ How 7o?ig *

: 12:
wi/t thou go about, O thou

backsliding daughter, for the

Lord hath created a new thing

on the earth, a woman shall

ericompass themany\ ‘‘These
words^’ (says the learned Chris-

tian I have already so often

quoted) J
“ must literally im-

port no less than that a woman
shall compass or inclose a man,
which, with the addition of a

new creation, ma}" well bear

the interpretation of a mira-

culous conception
;

especially

considering that the ancient

Jews did acknowledge this

sense, and did apply it deter-

minately to the Messiah : as

appeareth in the Bereshith

Rabba, Parash 89, where show-
ing that God doth heal with

that with which he wound-
eth, he saith, as he punished
Israel in a virgin, so would
he also heal them with a vir-

* This passage of Jeremiah is also
excluded from the Haphtoroth, one of
the sections of the Haphtoroth ends at
the 20th verse of the same chapter.
+ The word here rendered a man,

18 the same used in Job iii. 3, for a man
thild.

t Bishop Pearson on the Creed, p. 171,
Art. III.

gin, according to the prophet.
llie Lord hath created a

new thing in the earth, a W0 ‘

man shall encompass a man,''

By the testimony of Rabbi
Hnna, in the name of Rabbi
Idi and R. Joshua, the son of

Levi, n'a'O.T I*??: nt
‘ This is Mes- prn
siali, the king,’ as it is said in

Psalm ii. 7. ‘ This daj/ have I
begotten thee'

”

Upon this quotation I have

to observe, that if the ancient

Jewish book mentioned by the

learned Christian, do indeed

apply this passage of Jeremiah
to the Messiah, it is for you to

show to what circumstances of

tlie life of the Messiah it can

refer, unless it be to his mira-

culous conception in the womb
of a virgin, according to the

preceding prophecy of Isaiah.

I now proceed to prove, upon
general principles, that the ge-

neration ofthe Messiah must be

supernatural. You remark that,

according to the Mosaic law,

the pedigree of a man depends
on his father only, and you
thence argue, that as the Mes-
siah is to be the son of David,
he must have a human father

of the faujily of David. Now
I do not deny that, with some
exceptions, your observation

holds good, as to all children

born in ordinary generation.

One of the exceptions to which
I allude, has been mentioned

by Mr. Scott. He justly re-

marks, that if one of the daugh-
ters of Zelophehad, who died

witliout male issue,* had a son,

* Numbers xxxvii. 3—^9,
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}>e would be accounted a de-

scendant of Zelopbchad.* But
granting tliat jour rule applies

to all ordinary cases, where
there was not a failure of male
issue, I still must maintain, that

the generation of the Messiah
forms a complete exception to

the rule. For I have already

proved, with respect to the

Messiah, that he is, in a pecu-
liar and transcendent sense, the

Son of God. God says unto
him, art rm/ sort^ this

day have I btgotten thee.^'*

Psalm ii. 7. In the prophecies
of Jeremiah,+ as expounded in

the Sepher Ikkarim and Mid-
rash Tillim, he is called, Jeho-
‘I'ahy oar righteousness. Tothe^
same effect is the following pas-

sage from the Edia Rabati,:};

Lam. i. 6. ri’ii'a ICtt' HO
mn’'

miT ixnp'' losi' nn
What is the name *

of the Messiah? R. Abba said,

* Jehovah is his name^ as it is

said (Jer. xxiii. 6.) ‘ And this

is the name which they shall

callhim^ Jehovah^ our righte-

ousness.^ The same he reports

of Rabbi Levi.” I liave also

shewn that he is the same di*

vine person who spake to the

fathers under the name of the

angel of Jehovah and Jehovah.

That it is said of him, “ Unto

us a son is given^ nnd his name
shall he called Wonderful^

Counsellor.^ the mighty God^
the Father of Eternity, the

* Rev. Mr. Scolt’s Aoswer to llie lle-

storation of Israel, p. 7.

T Jer. xxiii, 6.

t Quoted b;y Pearson on l!u' Creed,

p. 149.

Prince of Peace'"' (Isa. ix. 6.)

On the other hand it is agreed

^

both by you and us, that the

Messiah is to be the son of man,
in the strict and proper sense

of the word, and partaker of

human nature in soul, body,
and spirit. Now it will be

found absolutely impossible to

reconcile these apparently op-

posite declarations, of his being,

in a transcendent sense, the Sou
of God, and, in a strict and
proper sense, the Son of man,
unless we suppose his huma-
nity to be derived by a super-

natural generation.

Asa professed believer of the

Old Testament scriptures, you
must acknowledge that God
possesses almighty power, and
can do all things. Now as

God originally formed man of
the dust of the ground.^* so

you cannot pretend that it was
impossible for him to cause a

virgin of the family of David
to conceive a male child, with-

out having known man
;

for

this is in itself not a greater act,

than the original formation of

man from the dust. How then.

Sir, can you, consistently with

the genuine principles of Ju-

daism, refuse credence to the

plain word and testimony of

the Lord himself, that a virgin

shall conceive and bear a child.^

and call his name Immanuel ?

I observe, in the next place,

that it is quite evident, from the

Hebrew scriptures, that all the

sons of Adam, born by natural

generation, arc sinners. Adam
sinned in Paradise, and thus

* Gen. ii.l.
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came short of the glory of God.
When his son Seth was born, it

is written, that Adam begat a

son in his own likeness and
after his image^ an'd called his

name Seth. (Gen. v. 3.) This
son was born, therefore, not in

the likeness of Adam in a state

of innocence, but of Adam in

a state of sin. All the holy men,
whose histories are recorded in

the Old Testament, were par-

takers of this sinful nature.

Their righteousness was imper-

fect and polluted with sin. We
read respecting Noali, that God
saw him to be rigideous before

him in the generation of the

flood. (Gen. vii. J.) Yet of

this same Noah we are after-

wards informed, that he drank
wine and zoas drunken, (Gen.
ix.21.) Abraham was honoured
with the peculiar appellation

of the friend of God. Yet
upon two different occasions he
was guilty of sin, in calling

Sarah his sister instead of his

wife
;
(Gen. xii. 1 1— 13. xx. 2.)

and he thus subjected himself

to just reproofs, both from Pha-
raoh and Abiraelech. The sins

of Moses and Aaron, of David
and Solomon, are too well

known to render it necessary

to mention them particularly.

All these holy men accord-

ingly confessed themselves to

be sinners, and deeply felt the

pollution oftheir nature. Mark
the language of holy Job, in

his penitential confessions,

(xlii. 5.) I ha-oe heard of thee
with the hearing of mine ears;
but now mine eye seeth thee.

Wherefore I abhor myself
and repent in dust and ashes,

VOL. I.

Observe the expressions made
use of by David, the man after

God’s own heart. 'Behold., I
was shapen in iniquity, and in
sin did my mother coneerce me,
(Psalm li. 5.) These words
show the royal psalmist’s deep
sense, not only of hb actual
sin, but of the innate corrup-
tion of his sinful and fallen

nature, as a son of Adam*
Attend, once more, to the man-
ner in which the holy prophet
Isaiah expressed himself, when
he saw a vision of the Lord in

the temple, (vi. 5.) Then said

/, Woe is me, for I am undone,
because I am a man of unclean
lips, anddwellamong apeople of
unclean lips,for mine eyes hare
seen the king, the Lord of hosts.
Not to multiply quotations

to prove a truth which holds so

prominent a place in the pages
of the Old Testament, I would
now request your attention to

what ought, I think, to interest

you more nearly than even
those examples of the peniten-

tial confessions of the holy men
of old, which have been ad-
duced. I cannot, indeed, but
wish and pray, that you may
have an immediate and per-
sonal concern in what I allude

to. I observe, then, that the

prophet Ezekiel, after having,
in a full and minute manner,
pointed out your future na-
tional restoration unto the land
of your fathers, adds the fol-

lowing remarkable words, de-

scriptive ofthe deep repentance
and sorrow for their sins, which
.shall at that blissful period

mark the renewed character of

the whole house of Israel.

D
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(xxxvi. 31.) Then shall ye r e-

memhcr your own evil ways^

andyour doings that were not

goody and shall loathe your-
selves in your own sight

y for
your iniquities and your abo-

minations.

The prophet Zechariah not

onl^ describes your repentance,

but, in the passage cited m rny

second letter, he, in the clear-

est manner, predicts that the

occasion of it shall be your
looking upon him whom you
have pierced. It appears, then,

that the whole people of Israel

are partakers of this general

corruption, and tlmt they will

be made to feel and deeply to

lament it, at the period of their

redemption.

From what has been said

upon this point, and the exam-
ples which have been quoted,

both from the past histories of

the servants of God, and the

future history of his chosen
people Israel, at their second
restoration,' it may be laid

down as a general principle,

established by the records and
prophecies of the Old Testa-

ment, that all men, without ex-

ception, born into this world by
ordinary generation, arc partak-

ers of a fallen and sinful nature.

Now, Sir, before I proceed
to deduce any consequences
from this general principle,

permit me to ask, whether the

above great truth is so deeply
impressed as itoughttobe,upoii

the minds of the present gene-
ration of the Jewish nation, or

even upon the minds of their

teachers and rabbis ? I must
express my own fears, that the

Jews of the present day, even
those among them who are most
instructed in the principles of

religion, have no proper or

adequate feelings of the deep
and universal depravity of the

nature of man, and of the con-

sequent extent of that change,
which is necessary to prepare
a sinner for future blessedness.*

You, Sir, who hold the place

of a master and teacher in Is-

rael, may be able to say, whe-
ther the Jews have in any
degree approximated to the

character and feelings described

in the foregoing passage of

Ezekiel, by remembering their

evil ways and their doings

which were not good, and loath-

ing themselves in their own>
sight, for their iniquities and
their abominations.

To return to the immediate
subject of discussion ; I would
now' take the liberty of putting

another question to you. Is

the Messiah to partake of the

corruption and sin of human
nature^ or is he to be perfectly

freefrom every spot and stain of
iniquity

y
holyy harmless^ unde-

fledy andseparatefrom sinners ?

I am at a loss to conjecture

how you will answer this ques-

tion
;
but if you should affirm

that the Messiah will indeed be
the holiest of men, yet not

* There is before me, a small treatise

called the “Elements of Faith, for the

Use of the Jewish Youth of both Sexes,”
by S, J. Cohen, printed only last year,

with the sanction, as is alleged in the

Preface, of Ur.> Solomon Hirschell, chief

Itabbi of tJie German Jews in London.
In this w ork I can find no recognition of

the general depravity of our nature, no
notice of the fall itself, or of the pro.

jni.-ed redemption by the Messiah.
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absolutely without stain from

the original sin of our fallen

nature, you would contradict

the prophet’s express words re-

specting him; for it has al-

ready appeared that he is called

our Righteousness^ Now if

these words have any definite

signification, it must be to this

e&ct, that the Messiah will

supply to us that perfect righte-

ousness of which we, by reason

of the sin of our nature, and
the iniquities of our lives, are

altogether destitute. It must be

intended by the above form of

expression, that in the Messiah

there is a full and inexhaustible

store of righteousness, to sup-

ply all our wants, and cover

our nakedness, even as there

was corn in Egypt to keep alive

the family of Jacob in the seven

years of jfamine. But how could

this be, were the Messiah him-

self stained with the least spot

of sin? In that case it is

plain, that so far from having

righteousness to spare for others,

he would need it for himself

;

he must, in his own person, be
a debtor to the divine forbear-

ance and mercy; there would
be nothing inherent in him,

whereby he could even be safe

from the divine wrath and dis-

pleasure against his own sin.

Since, then, the Messiah is

called our Righteousness^ and
it is said in Isaiah xi. v5. that

Righteousness shall he the gir-

dle of his loins
^
and faithful-

ness the girdle of his reins;

and moreover, since in Isaiah

liii. 11. it is affirmed of the

Messiah, by his knowledge shall

my righteous servant justify

many^ for he shall hear their

iniquities^ we must arrive at

the conclusion, that he is with-

out the least tincture or spot of

the sin of our fallen nature, and
is perfectly righteous and holy,

both in nature and practice.

We may discover the same
interesting and important truth,

by another very concise chain

of reasoning:—you. Sir, as a

master and teacher in Israel,

are too well acquainted with

the law of Moses, to be igno-

rant that the sacrifice and offer-

ing of the Lord was required
to be *131 a male per-

fect, or without blemish. (Exod.
xii.5. Levit. i.3. vi. 6. ix.^.

Numb. xxix. 2.) You know,
also, the awful curse pro-
nounced against the deceiver,

who, having in his flock a
male, offered a corrupt thing

unto the Lord. (Malachi i. 14,)

Therefore it must be, that when
the Messiah, in conformity to

the prediction of the prophet
Isaiah, (liii, 7.) is led as a lamb
to the slaughter^ he should be
found, uot as all other men are,

corrupted with the stain of sin,

but like the Paschal lamb, per-
fect and Avithout blemish; for

otherwise the offering up of .

himself could not be available.

He could not hear the sin of
many^ and make intercession

for the transgressors^ (Isa.

liii. 12.) if he had any sin of

his own to sustain.

It follows as a necessary con-

sequence, from what has thus

been established respecting the

spotless purity of the Messiah,
that his generation is superna-
tural. For in natural genera-
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tion, not only the nature of the

father and mother is propa-

gated, but the propensities and
dispositions of that nature, the

diseases both of body and soul

are handed down to their off-

s])ring
;
Who shall (by ordi-

nary generation) bring a clean

thing out of an unclean ? (Job

xiv. 4.) In the generation of

the Messiah, it was therefore

requisite tiiatthe creative power
of God should be exerted, in

causing a virgin of the house

of David to conceive without

having known man, in order

that the holy thing to be born

of her womb might be perfect

and without blemish, both in

body and soul, a fit habitation

for Jehovah, the angel of the

covenant, when he suddenly

came to his temple, according

to the w ord spoken by the pro-

phet Malachi, (iii. 1.) and filled

the second temple, as was pre-

dicted by the prophet Haggai,
(ii. 9.) with a glor}" exceeding

that which the first temple pos-

sessed, even by the united pre-

sence of the Shechinah, and ark

of the covenant, and the che-

rubim, and the fire from hea-

ven, and the Urim and Thum-
mim, in all Avhich respects the

second temple w'as inferior to

the first,* and yet the presence

of the Lord the Messiah in it,

* The following quotation is giiren

from the Jewish writer Yoma, in page
69 of the London Society’s edition of

Leslie’s Short and Easy Method with the

Jews.
“ These five things made the diflference

between the former and the latter tem-

ple, viz. the Ark, Caporeth, and Che-
rubim ;

Fire: Shechinah; Muach Hak-
kodesh, and L*rim and Thummim.”
Yoma, fol. 21. 2, Edit.

more than made up for these

deficiencies.

I need not point out to you
that the conclusion at which I

have arrived, by the whole rea-

soning contained in this letter,

corresponds in the most exact

manner, with what the New
Testament records, concerning
the miraculous generation of

Jesus of Nazareth. We learn

from this source, that the Holy
Ghost came upon his Virgin

Mother, and the power of

the Highest overshadowed her.

Therefore, also, that holy
thing born of her was called

the Son of God. Luke i. 35.

The discussions into which
I have been le^ in examining
your position, that the Messiah
must have both father and mo-
ther, have therefore not only
proved that position to be er-

roneous, but have tended to

strengthen and confirm the evi-

dences of the Messiahship of
Jesus.

In closing this letter, permit
me to call your attention to the

remarkable prediction of the

prophet Isaiah, that the Lord
of hosts, who isfor a sanctuary
to them that fear him, should

nevertheless be for a stone of
stumblings and for a rock of
offence to both houses oj Israef

for a gin and a snare to the

inhabitants of Jerusalem. (Isa.

viii. 14.) This prophecy was
fulfilled when Jesus came unto
your fathers, not as a mighty
conqueror, according to their

expectation, but as a root out

of a dry ground^ hating no

form nor comeliness
^

neither

any beauty that they should
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desire him. (Isa. liii. 2.) To
your fathers he was thus made
a stone of stumbling, a rock of

offence, a gill and a snare. But
if the children of Israel will

now return unto him, and sane-

tify him, and let him be their

fear and their dread, (Isa.

viii. 13.) then assurcdl}', He
odll heal your backslidings and
loxe you freely. The Lord
himself shall be as the dew
unto Israel.^ he shall grow as

the lily, and cast forth his roots

as Lebanon. Hosea xiv. 4, 5.

It is my daily prayer to

God, that thesejoyful and con:

solatory promises may soon be
fulfilled, and I remain, Sir,

Your most obedient Servant

and sincere well-wislier,

William Cuningiiame.

REVIEW.
The Restoration of Israel^
by R. Joseph Crooll.^ teacher of
the Hebrew Language, in the

University of Cambridge, &;c.

and an answer by Thomas Scott,

Rector of Aston Sandford,
Bucks.

WE may regard the Publi-

cation now before us, as a re-

newal of the long suspended
controversy between the Jews
and the Christians, a renewal,

which the party best satisfied

with the strength of their cause,

and of the importance of its

success, will be best pleased to

witness. A learned Rabbi, re-

ported to be a man highly esti-

mated by his own people, has

come forward to state the diffi-

culties, which he finds in Chris-

tianity, in the way of a Jew’s

conviction, difficulties which
he deems unanswerable. This
statement has been met, on the

other hand, by a venerable

Presbyter of the church of Eng-
land, long known to the public

by his valuable labours as an
expositor of the sacred volume.

The work of Mr. Crooll will

certainly be taken up as a cu-

riosity, by a biblical student,

as coming from the hand of one
of that people, whose former
mercies, whose present suffer-

ing, and whose future destinies

arc so much the subject of the

Scriptures; and who, whether
they embrace, or whether they
reject the Gospel, are equally
the witnesses of its truth. He
will also be surprised, as Mr.
Scott leads us to remark, to find

the style of thinking and argu-
ing among the Jews of the pre-

sent day so similar, to what ap-
pear from the New Testament,
to have been the sentiments and
reasonings of their ancestors.We seem again to have fallen

in company with Pharisees and
Sadducces, with their Scribes

and Doctors
;

and after the

lapse of eighteen centuries, we
once more behold the preachers

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in

contact with the Abrahamic fa-

mily, in the land of their dis-

persion :
—“ The Jews,” on the

one hand, “speaking against

those things which are spoken,

contradicting and blasphem-
ing:” (for Mr. Crooll must
allow us to apply this terra

so long as the zeal of his na-
tion compels them to revile

that sacred and divine name
by which we are called :) the
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Christian advocate on the other

liand, “ expounding and testi-

fying the kingdom of God, per-

suading them concerning Jesus,

both out of the Law of Moses,

and out of the Prophets.”

We rejoice, however, (not-

withstanding what we have just

intimated) at the conciliatory

language held by the parties in

the present controversy, we
doubt not, with equal sincerity

and truth. Mr. Scott, repelling

the notion that the Christian

boasts over the Jew, remarks,

“ I believe no real Christian boasts

or glories over the Jews; by the

Gospel, boasting is excluded. Com-
passion and good-will

;
yea, a kind of

respect and gratitude to the Jews, as

a nation, must spring from genuine

Christianity: nor is the sentiment of

glorying over the Jews common even

among nominal Christians.” p. 63.

This declaration we believe

truly to express the public feel-

ing towards the descendants of

the Patriarchs
;
and we trust,

through the munificence of the

British people, that the London
Society w'ill be enabled to give

many a convincing proof of the

concern, which converts from
among the Gentiles take, in

the best interests of Abraham’s
children.

The Jewish Rabbi also has

gratified us exceedingly, by
describing it as the duty of

Israel to pray for the nations

at the present time, in })articu-

lar, for this country, for here

W’c are used well, and treated

better than in any other coun-

try
;

here we enjoy ease and
security.” This acknowledg-
ment of the kind treatment of

the Jews in these kingdoms at

the present time, with Mr.
Scott, we value both as Chris-

tians and as Britons. Has, then,

the divine vengeance so far

mitigated its anger in tlie pur-
suit of this devoted people, that
“ among the nations” where
they are “scattered,” they have
at length found “ ease,”—at

length have found “ rest for the

sole of their foot ?” Is it in our
age and in our country- that the

poor wanderer, after more than

seventeen centuries of disquie-

tude, first finds this rest ? Is it

indeed, at this period, and on
this spot, that mercy begins to

relent ? Among us, it seems,
“ the Lord” dotli not, now,
“ give them a trembling heart,

and failing of eyes, and sorrow
of mind so exactly descrip-

tive of their sad condition in the

ages which arc past, both in this

and in all other countries ! In
Britain, the “life” of a Jew no
longer “ hangs in doubt before

him so that he should fear

day and night, and have none
assurance of his life.’’ Dcut.

xxviii. 66.

O, who can anticipate ! the

tide of vengeance once turned,

how great and how speedy may
be the reflux of former mercies,

of that loving kindness that

hath been ever of old towards

this wonderful people !
—“ Is

Ephraim, iny'' dear son ? is he a

pleasant child? forsince 1 spake

against him, I do earnestly re-

member him still : therefore my
bowels are troubled for him

;
I

will surely have mcrcy^ upon
him, saith the Lord.” Jer.

xxxi. 20.
“ The title of the book,’' observes
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Mr. Scott, in the commencement of

his reply, “which. I am attempting

to answer, seems to throw an impedi-

ment in my way : for, I^as firmly be-

lieve, The Restoration of Israel,

as Mr. Crooll does ; and not in a sense

so entirely different from his own^ as

he may probably suppose.” “ The
question to be examined 'is this;

—

Whether the Messiah predicted
IN the Old Testament be already
COME OR NOT? For, if he is, witliout

doubt, Jesus the son of Mary is He.

We therefore, with little variation,

ask the question proposed by John
Baptist,’- ‘ Art thou he that cometh,’

(o Epp(;o/x£vof,) ‘ or do we look for

another.’ 3Iat.xi. 3.

In the estimation of the Jews,

it appears, the coming of Mes-

siah, *and the restoration of

Israel arc coeval, and closely

connected with each other : and

this is, evidently, the impres-

sion which was upon the minds

of the inhabitants of Judah and

Jerusalem in the days of our

blessed Lord. Withdliese no-

tions of “ the kingdom,” the

minds of his first disciples were,

in fact, so strongly imbued,

that it was with the utmost dif-

ficulty they could divest them-

selves of them, and reconcile

the vast expectations which
they had formed of the Messiah,

promised in Scripture, w ith the

lowly state and desperate for-

tunes of Jesus of Nazareth.

The Jews of those days, like

the Jews of the present times,

evidently expected not a«sufFer-

ing, but a triumphant Messiah

:

one who would, on his appear-
ing, deliver his people Israel

from all their sufferings and hu-

miliations
;
and who could, im-

mediately, establish that glori-

ous kingdom which, they well

knew, had been the constant

theme of prophecy. Of this

kingdom they concluded Jeru-
salem would be the grand me-
tropolis, where tlie Son of Da-
vid, at the head of the Abra-
hamic family, would rule with
his potent sceptre all the sub-

jected nations of the sons of
Adam.

A broken-hearted sinner,

wlietherJew or Gentile, search-
'

ing the ancient Scriptures for

tlie consolation he needs, finds,

indeed, in every page, both of
tlie Law, and of the Prophets,

and of the Psalms especially, a
suffering, dy ing Saviour,—“ cut
off, but not for himself we
ouglit not, however, to be sur-

prised tliat a carnal Jew passing

over what he could not under-
stand, or ratlier wdiat he did not

relish, would have his mind
altogether absorbed in tlie con-

templation of that more magni-
ficent topic of prophecy, the

glorious kingdom of Messiah in

the latter days, which, .in his

interpretations, was so flattering

to his national pride.

It is evident from their own
historians, that the disciples of
our Lord held these same views

as their countrymen, all the

days of his flesh, and for some
time after his resurrection. Con-
vinced by his miracles, and
touched in their liearts by his

all powerful word, they were
persuaded that this “ Son of

man,” as he was wont to term
himself, was indeed the “ Son
of the Most High,” the king
of Israel,” the Christ of God;”
but then the}' expected, that he
w'ould soon throw off his dis-

guise; and that they, his hum-
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ble followers, would at lenglh

appear in the character of the

favoured servants of the Great

King. What else could dic-

tate the prayer of “ the mother

of Zebedee’s children ?” All

the disciples too, we are told,

as they attended their Master

on his last visit to Jerusalem,

were fully possessed of this

opinion, “ they thought that the

kingdom of God would imme-
diately appear.” Luke xix. 1 1.

Peter, we remember, dared to

question the truth of his divine

Master’s declarations, when lie

began to intimate to his follow-

ers his approaching sufl’eririgs

and death.

When this event had actually

taken place, we collect, from

the discourse of the two dis-

ciples going to Emmaus, that

it had for the time overturned

all their hopes.— We trusted

that it had been he which should

have redeemed Israel !”

With our Lord’s resurrection,

we observe, lastly, the same
expectations revive: notwith-

standing his many instructions

concerning the mystery of the

kingdom, the disciples seem ful-

ly persuaded that he would not

leave them before he had erec-

ted his glorious kingdom upon
earth

;
they demand of him, in

their last conversation, Lord,

wilt thou, at this time, restore

again the kingdom to Israel?”

(Acts i. 6.) Still we perceive it

is the kingdom which engrosses

their thoughts—a kingdom for

Israel: the poor Gentiles are

not thought of.

Now it is truly remarkable,

and affords one of those inci-

dental proofs so convincing to

the impartial inquirer, of the

veracity of the writers of the

New Testament; that these

very same views respecting the

Messiah and his kingdom should
still prevail among the Jews,
and still form one of their lead-

ing objections against the claims

of J esus of Nazareth.
“ The Messiah is not yet come,”

says Mr. Crooll. “ The new”—“ the

blessed world will commence at his

first appearance.” “ So long as Israel

is dispersed abroad, the Messiah is

not come; for by his coming, the
sin of Israel will be blotted out.”
“ The punishment of thine iniquities

is accomplished, 0 daughter of Zion,

he will no more carry thee away into

captivity.” Consider well this text,

that when the sin of Israel shall be
punished, he will no more b« in cap-

tivity. This prophecy was declared

more than five hundred years before

Christ. Now tell me, of what use

was his coming ? He could do no
good to Israel; and what can be a

greater proof than the present capti-

vity, that the period for tbe coming
of the Messiah was not at that time.”

(page 13.) “ It was ordained, that

there should be four empires : three

havt} passed away already; the fourth,

or last, is the Roman empire, and
by the coming of the Messiah, this

last will come to nothing; but we
find, that by the coming of Christ,

the Roman empire was not destroyed,

and now one thousand eight hundred
and eleven years since Christ, and the

Roman empire is still in power ; this

must prove that he was not the Mes-
siah.” (page IS.) “ The Messiah,
when he comes, will have the whole
power to himself, and in the same
manner as the former empires had it

;

and how could it be, that the Messiah

who was to subdue, was taken and
subdued by the Romans, and even
lost his life.” (page 20.)

“ But here we may ask a question,

Is the son of David to be the Messiah

of the Gentiles, or of the Jews ?—

I
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say of the Jews only ;
and No Mes-

siah FOR THE Gentiles.—Thus we
prove it. Rejoice greatly, 0 daugh-

ter ofZion ; shout, 0 daughter of Je-

rusalem ^ behold thy king comethyhxiX.

not the king of the Gentiles. Unto

thee, but not to another. Zech. xi. 9.

\V e niay point out this as a

specimen of the Rabbi’s gene-

ral mode of arguing.— Again,

(page 22.)

“ Thus far I have proved that there

is no Messiah for the Gentiles, and rto

joy have they to expect by his com-

ing, but the contrary ;
For behold,

in those days, and in that time, when

I shall bring again the captivity ofJu-

dah and Jerusalem, I will also gather

all nations, and will bring them down

into the valley of Jehoshapbat, and I

will plead with them therefor ray peo-

ple, and for my heritage Israel, whom
they have scattered among the na-

tions and parted my land. Assemble

yourselves and come, all ye heathen,

and gather yourselves together round

about thither, cause thy mighty ones

to come down, 0 Lord ;
for there will

I sit to judge all the heathen round

about; but in that day the Lord will

be the hope of his people, and the

strength of the children of Israel.”

Joel Hi.

From these extracts, and from

the general tenor of Mr. CrooU’s

book, it appears, as we ob-

served above, that the current

opinions among the Jews of

the present day^, are very simi-

lar to those which prevailed in

the time of Christ, and of the

truth of which the disciples were

fully convinced, when (hey em-
braced the religion of Jesus,

and for some time afterwards.

In the minds of the ancient, as

w^ell as the modern Jews, the

Restoration of Israel” was asso-

ciated with the coming of the

Messiah;” and the great dilfi-

culty in the way of the convic-

tion of an Israelite, it turns out

VOL. I.

has ever been, to reconcile the

prophecies of Israel’s glory un-

der the reign of the Messiah,

w'ith the results and consequen-

ces of the appearing of Jesus

of Nazareth.
Hence appears to us, the

wisdom of one of the first mea-
sures adopted by the London
Society, for the conviction of

the Jews,—the translation of

the New Testament into the

Hebrew language. This bles-

sed volume, indeed, speaks to

all, it is ‘‘ the everlasting gos-

pel, which is to be ‘‘preached

to them that dwell in all the

earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and peo-,

pie but in a peculiar manner
does it address itselfto the Jews.
For, in fact, a great part of its

contents is occupied in reason-

ing with persons of the same
opinions and prejudices, ex-

pecting just such a Messiah ns

they do, and understanding the

ancient prophecies of the Old
Testament in exactly the same
way. “ The offence” in tlie

times of the New Testiiment, as

it is still, was “ the cross of

Christ.” And the argument
w hich runs through the sacred

volume, is, “ Ought not Chrisf,”

according to Moses and the

prophets, “ to have suffered

these things, and (then) to enter

into his glory?” Was he not
“ to appear once, to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself

;

and to them that wait for him,

to appear a second time, without

sin, unto salvation ?” and then

to accomplish all that is foretold

concerning the final establish-

ment of the glorious kingdom
of th^' Messiah ?

E
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The New Testciment by no
means contradicts the views
which the Jews had and still

have of the coming of the Mes-
siah to restore Israel. We are

somewhat inclined to think,

making allowance for the gross

misconceptions of a carnal

mind respecting the nature of
the kingdom, and for the mis-

takes that would naturally re-

sult from their stumbling at that

stumbling-stone which was laid

in Zion, w ith these allowances,

we have sometimes thought,

that in the grand outline of their

interpretation of the prophe-
cies, the Jews have far juster

notions than many Christian

teachers and writers. But
blindness, in part, has hap-
pened to Israel, they have over-

looked what forms a still larger

portion of their sacred oracles,

those passages where llie spirit

of prophecy clearly speaks of

the previous humiliating ap-

pearance of the Messiah, his

rejection by the people, his

sutlbringsaiuldeath
;
the second

dispersion of Israel, and a call

of a remnant from among the

Gentiles. This “mystery of

the kingdom,” which tbe Jews,
in their blind zeal for the honour
of their nation, had so entirely

overlooked, is what the scrip-

tures cf the New Testament arc

so especially calculated to ex-

plain to them.

IMr. Scott declared, in a pas-

sage we quoted above, “ I as

firmly believe the restoration of

Israel, as Mr. Crooll does; and
not in a sense so entirely dif-

ferent from his own, as he may
probably suppose.” And there

are certainly some among us,

who come much nearer than

Mr. Scott to the Jews, in their

notions of the kingdom which
shall be established, when, on
the restoration of Israel, the

Redeemer shall come to Zion.”We think it material to make
these observations, that it may
be understood by the Christian

public, as well as by the nation

of the Jews, that the designs of

the London Society originate in

no particular interpretation of

the propliccies respecting the

conversion or restoration of

Israel, nor concerning the par-

ticular nature of the Messiah’s

millennium kingdom.
Some persons, it is not un-

likely, have treated with con-

tempt the idea of a subscription

in London, for restoring the

Jews to their own country,—

a

work, which they .conceive,

from a more literal interpreta-

tion of the Scriptures, to be re-

served for the miraculous dis-

play of the Almighty power
of Jehovah. According to

Mr. Crooll’s motto, “According
to the days of thy coming out
of the land of Egypt, will I

shew to him marvellous things.”

But, in truth, the object of the
Society lias been misunderstood.
Whatever is to be the mode of
Israel’s Restoration, or what-
ever is to be the grand instru-

ment of the Jew’s’ embracing,
as a people, the Gospel ofJesus
Christ,—^vhether, as some anti-

cipate, by the gradual progress
of its preachers, or as others

apprehend, by the personal ap-
pearance of the Son of Man in

tile clouds of heaven ;—what-
ever may be the plan of the

Almighty, it will not contra-
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veiie the object of the Society.

Its object is indeed to convert

Jews to Christianity by the

preaching of the Gospel, but
only in the same views, and in

virtue of the same general pro-

mises, which that Gospel itself

addresses to the heathen nations.

The commission under which
tlie ministers of the Christian

church now act, bids them to go
into all nations, and preach the

Gospel to every creature. Amid
the zeal which has been instilled

into the breasts of many Cliris-

tians to promote this object,

and send forth missions into the

remote regions of the earth
;

it

occurred tosome, with whom the

Society originated, that the

scattered nation of the Jews
ought to be one object of tliis

evangelical zeal and charity,

and especially that portion of

the poor outcasts which have
taken shelter in our own coun-

try. It was argued, the Jew's

are by no means excluded
in the objects of the Gospel
message. Nay, by the origi-

- nal tenor of the credentials of

the Christian embassy, they

have a prior claim to the at-

tention of the Church of Christ.

“ To the Jew first, and also to

the Gentile.” And, though we
knew enough of the mind of

God, to ascertain beyond doubt,

that the season of their resump-
tion as a people is not yet : or

that it belongs not to the present

dispensation of the kingdom

;

yk, by the example of the great

Apostle to the Gentiles, it be-

comes all their successors to

magnify their office, if by
any means they may provoke

these Jews to emulation, and
might save some of them.

(Rom. xi. 14.)

And, supposing this effort of

Christian charity to be blessed

in the gatliering of a small rem-
nant of converled Jews in this

kingdom, who shall undertake
to say, whatever are his views
of prophecy, thattheir prayers,

offered up day by day to tlie

God of their fathers, shall in

the unfolding of the divine

counsels, have no pre-ordained

connexion with the actual re-

storation of this wonderful na-

tion ? On the eve of their for-

mer restoration, we know, one
of the children of the captivity,

who understood by books”
tlie approach of the season of

deliverance, “set his face unto '

the Lord God to seek by prayer
and supplication and we
know the deliverance came as

though it had been an answ'er

to his prayer. “ Whiles he

was speaking, and praying, and
confessing his sin, and the sin

of his people Israel, and pre-

senting his supplications be-

fore the Lord his God, for the

holy mountain of his God”

—

“ whiles he was speaking in

prayer,” the swift messenger of

mercy arrived. (Dan. ix.)

But w hat willstrikethe pious

Christian with the greatest

astonishment, will be to find,

from the Rabbi’s work, the low
and carnal views which the

Jews seem to have of their ex-

pected Messiah and his king-

dom. Their Messiah, they be-

lieve, will be a mere ihortal,

like themselves, and his king-

dom nothing more than a
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worldly temporal dominion, to

be conquered for Israel. That
they should think thus meanly
of the person ol the Messiah,

when their conceptions of his

work and achievements are

so low, is, indeed, not extra-

ordinary. To conquer and to

rule an earthly kingdom re-

quires no more than a mortal

arm
;
to suppose an incarnation

of the Deity for such a purpose,

would be absurd, even in Jew-
ish fables : The scheme, there-

fore, of fallen Israel, like the

scheme of the modern Socinian,

Tery consistently supposes only

a human redeemer.

The Messiah’s kingdom,”
saj^s Mr. Crooll, is not spiri-

tual but absolutely earthly.”

This he thinks he proves from
the latter chapters of Ezekiel,

a part of Scripture, as Mr.
Scott observes, “ of all others,

perhaps most obscure:” and
which those, who, in our
opinion, have succeeded best in

its interpretation conceive not to

relate to the Messiah’s kingdom,
but to some intermediate polity,

which is hereafter to prepare

the Jewish nation for the ap-

pearance of their King, Him
whom they pierced.”

Another specimen of Mr.
Crooll’s proofs which we will

give, is his quotation and com-
ment on Jer. xxiii. 5.

“ Behold the days come, saith the

Lord, that I will raise unto David a

righteous branch, and a king shall

reigp and prosper, and shall execute

judgment and justice in the earth,

but not in heaven” Again, Dan.vii.

14, 27!
—“ And the kingdom and do-

minion, and the greatness Of the

kingdom under the whole heaven,

shall be given to the holy nation of

the Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, ;jud all domi-
nions shall serve and obey him ;

—

observe the term, under the whole
heaven” (Page 37, 38.)

That the particular seat of

Messiah’s kingdom will be on
earth, we believe, noone doubts,

but all Christians expect that

this kingdom, though on earth,

will be a spiritual kingdom.
Some of us, perhaps, agree
with the general outline of Mr.
Scott, respecting this kingdom,
which he has given in his an-

swer
;
but some of us have cer-

tainly far different views of
the appearing and kingdom”

of Christ, of our gather-

ing together to him,” we look
not for a mere earthly kingdom,
in Mr. Crooll’s sense, nor yet

for a spiritual kingdom, in Mr.
Scott’s sense entirely

;
but for

something more spiritual still

!

if we may so express it, for the

manifestation of a world of
spirits ! When the New Je-
rusalem,”— the mother of us

all,”— shall come down from
God, out of heaven and those
“ whom he hath loved, and
washed from their sins in his

own blood”*— the children of

the resurrection,”f— shall be
priests of God and of Christ,

and shall reign with him a thou-

sand years, —to accomplish

some mighty operation of (he

manifold grace” ofGod, w^hich

perhaps, at present, passes

man’s understanding.

As a specimen of the work
before us, and of its answer,

which we deem most satisfac-

tory and instructive, we will

* See Rev. i. 5, 6. + Luke xx* 36.

t Kev. XX. 6,
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take our quotation from the

commencement of tlie two pub-
lications.

Mr. Crooll observes of the
“ Messiah,” on his first page,

‘‘ Hb is to be only a Man. So
shall they be my people, and I will be
their God, and David wy servant
shall be king over them. Ezek.
xxxvii. 24. But they shall serve the
Lord their God, and David their kingy
whom I will raise up unto them. Jer.

XXX, 9. Afterwards shall the chil-

dren of Israel return, and seek the
'Lord their God, and David their

king.” Hos. iii. 5.

Mr. Scott’s answer is,

“ The texts adduced do not appear,

in any degree to prove the proposi-

tion after which they are placed.

David, Israel’s king, doubtless mean-
ing the Messiah, was predicted as a
man, but that does not prove, that

he would be ‘ only a man,’ as this,

however, is asserted still more strong-

ly, on the next page ; the answer will

be there given to it.”

Mr. Crooll proceeds
“ He must have both father and

mother. It is acknowledged by all

that the Messiah was to be the Son of
David: for this reason Jesus could

not be the Messiah; if it should

be said that his mother was a daugh-
ter of David, that will not relieve the

objection ; for if the daughter of

David brings forth a son, he can by
no means be called the son of David

;

for a son by a daughter has lost the

very name ofa son of David, although

the son of his daughter. ‘ And they

assembled all the congregation to-

gether on the first day of the second
month, and they declared their pedi-

grees after theil* families, by the

house of their father, but not by the

house of their mothers.' Numb. i. It?.

Here we may observe, that a daugh-
ter in Israel has no pedigree of her-

self, for if the daughter of a priest be
married to a man of another tribe,

her son will be no priest ; and if a
daughter of any tribe be married to
a priest, and she brings forth a son,

he will be a priest ; thus th^ pedigree
of a man depends on his father
alone.”

Mr. Scott’s answer, though
most satisfactory, illustrates one
advantage that a starter of ob-
jections generally has over the
answerer, namely, that he can
state his objections in much
fewer words, than are necessary
to obviate and refute the same
Mr. Scott’s'answer is, in part,
as follows,

“ He must have both fatheu
AND MOTHER.” ‘ It is acknowledged,
^c.' The words in Italicks, ‘ but not
by K the house of their mothers, are
here inserted as part of the text
quoted; but they are the writer’s

gloss or addition. The reader should
well note this, for such additions oc-
cur in several places, and are suited
to mislead the incautious.”

“ It is readily conceded, that the
genealogy of an Israelite, as far as it

related to the allotment of his inhe-
ritance in the promised land, ‘ de-
pended on his father only.’ The
daughters of Zelophehad, however,
and other heiresses, succeeded to
estates, in their own right : though
not allowed to marry out of their
own tribe. When, therefore, the
genealogy was made of any family in

Israel, till it came to a man who left

no son, but a daughter, an heiress

;

who married to one of her own tribe-,

it may be asked. Whose name was
inserted in the genealogy, after that
of her father ? If the heiress’s name
were inadmissible, must not her hus-
band’s be substituted, as the son of
her father; in something of the same
manner as Joseph’s name is substi-

tuted for Mary’s, as the son of Heli?
Again, Would it have been impossi-
ble, ‘ because the pedigree depended
on the father only,’ to prove a son
of one of Zelophehad’s daughters, to
be a descendant of Zelophehad ? He
would not be, on his father’s side, a
son of Zelophehad ; but on his mo-
ther’s only

:
yet it is evident, that as

the son of Zelophehad, he must be en-
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titled to the portion of his inheritance.

\ow , in the same manner, as the son

of Zelophehad’s daughter might be
proved the son of Zelophehad, Jesus
may be proved to be the son of David.

He was proved to be the son of Heli,

as born of his daughter Mary ; and
Heli was proved to be the descendant
of David.”

Again, after hvo pages in il-

lustration of the same subject,

and having noticed the reason-

ing of the Jews, that ‘ a man
is indeed the son of his mother;

but he is the seed of his father

only.’ Mr. Scott proceeds

—

“ I allow that the word seed^ in

this sense, is generally and almost

always thus used in the Old Testa-

ment: in fact, 1 do not recollect more
than one clear exception to the rule.

But that exception is a very impor-
tant and interesting one. It occurs

in the first prediction of the Messiah:

And I will put enmity between thee

and the Woinan^ and between thy seed

and her seed. Here, at least, is an
instance ofone being called “ the seed

of a woman and in the very person,

who as the son of Mary, is the son of

David. This coincidence is very re-

markable.”
“ Will, however, any man venture

to say that Almighty God cannot

make a virgin, continuing such, the

mother of a son: who would be wholly

her seed, as far as the human species

is concerned ? Now, Christians are

convinced, that for reasons of infinite

importance, God did once “ create a

new thing in the earth,” (Jer. xxxi.

22.) and omnipotently effect this un-

precedented work. And we ask :

Supposing this “ holy Child” should

be born of a virgin descended from
David ; and that it was the will of Je-

hovah, that her child should be known
as the descendant of David ; would
it be impossible for the Almighty
God to prove his descent from David ?

to prove it in the same way, as his

descent from Adaid and Eve might
be proved.” “ It must, I think, be

dear, that God has condescended to

shew the descent of Jesus Christ from
David, with sufficient evidence. It

should, however, be observed, that

the proof, of Jesus being the son of
David, by no means rests upon the

genealogies alone. These, were, pro-

bably taken by the evangelists from
the registers of the Jews, as they
found them ; according to the custom
of the times, without any alteration;

and they were only answerable for

the faithfulness of the transcript,

which has never been impeached.

But numbers during our Lord’s per-

sonal ministry, comparing his charac-

ter, miracles, and doctrine, with the

ancient prophecies ofa Messiah, with-

out any previous knowledge of his ge-

nealogy, confessed him to be the “ son

of David.” Every proof of his re-

surrection, proclaims him as “ the

son of David,” independently of all

genealogies. Hundreds ofthousands,
perhaps millions, had owned him as

“ the son of David,” before cither of

the genealogies was published. It is

evident, that neither the Apostles,

nor the other writers of the New Tes-

tament, rest the argument, in any

degree,,' upon the genealogies. They
are not once referred to, in any part

of the sacred volume; but the proof

that Jesus is the son of David, is

rested on the prophecies fulfilled in

him, and on his miracles; but espe-

cially on his resurrection. Neither

did any opponent, in the primitive

times of Christianity, stand forth,

and demand a genealogy, in proof of

this ; as it is now done, when all the

genealogies are lost, &c.”

To give one more specimen

of an objection and its answer,

we take the next in the order in

which it stands in Mr. Crooll’s

book.
“ A Saviour—is not the name of

the Messiah, but the name of God;
for the Messiah himself shall look up
to God to be saved. He is just and

shall be saved. Zech. ix. 9. Observe

the word venousha; the pro-

per sense of the word is, And he

shall be saved,” but not “ to save

himself.” And again. For I am the

I
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Lord, thy God, thy Saviour. Isaiah

xliii. 3. I, even I, am the Lord ;

and beside me there is no Saviour

;

ver. 11. And all flesh shall know
that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy

Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob.

Isaiah xlix. 26. Happy art thou, O
Israel; a people saved by the Lord.

Deut. xxxiii. 29. but not by the

%^e8siah.''

Mr. Scott’s answer is,

—

“ It is allowed that the text re-

ferred to, ill Zechariah, does not

prove, that the Messiah is called a

Saviour: the original word signifies

Saves i being the participle Niphal,

or possare. Christian interpreters,

however, did not introduce the in-

terpretation of our version ; they only

borrow it from the Septuagint, which

renders the -word Saving,

{active i) and some learned men con-

tend, that the original may admit of

that rendering : but I would rest no-

thing on such insecure ground.”*
“ The prophecy, however, as ac-

knowledged by a Jew to relate to the

Messiah, is of considerable import-

ance in the argument. ‘ Rejoice, O
daughter of Zion; Shout, O daughter

of Jerusalem : behold thy king com-
eth unto thee, he is just, and saved;

lowly, and riding upon'an ass, and

. upon a colt the toal of an ass. And
I will cutoffthechariotfrora Ephraim,

and the horse from Jerusalem ; and
the battle bow shall be cutoff; and
be shall speak peace unto the heathen;

and his dominion shall be from sea to

.sea, and from the river even unto the

ends of the earth. As for thee also,

by the blood of thy covenant, I have
sent forth thy prisoners out of the

pit, wherein is no water.’
“ This is a very different view of

the Messiah, of his victories and tri-

umphs, of the “ weapons of his war-
fare,” and the effect of them on the
heathen, than that exhibited in the
subsequent pages of Mr. Crooll’sbook.
I entreat the reader carefully to ex-

* See Parkhurst, w ho appears to ii'’

lo hate friven the true solution of the
(iifBculiy from Michaelif,—aided of God,
i. e- yiclorious.

amine the several clauses of this re-

markable prophecy, and to bear them

in mind, as we proceed. There are

three words in the original, each de-

cidedly meaning an ass, a she ass ;

the colt ofan ass. But the Septuagint

seems ashamed of this humiliating

circurastatice, and uses more general

terms {wo^vyioy^ koli wy^Xov v£oy. A
beast of burden, even a young coll.)

—We know that this part of the pro-

phecy was most exactly and literally

fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, when
meek and lowly, as Zion’s king, he
entered Jerusalem on the colt of an
ass, amidst the acclamations of the

multitudes, ‘ crying. Hosanna to the

son of David:—Blessed be the king-

dom of our father David that cometh
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.’ But let the reader

determine, whether it be at all pro-

bable, that such a Messiah as the

Jews expect, will enter Jerusalem in

this lowly manner, when saved and
made triumphant over all his oppo-
nents, The Scripture, however, can-

not be broken : and if Jesus be not
the Messiah ; the Messiah, when he
comes, will certainly, in the literal

sense, thus enter Jerusalem as Zion’s

king.”
“ I shall not enlarge on the other

clauses of the prophecy. In what-
ever way, we interpret the prediction,
‘ 1 will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim, and the hor.se from Jerusa-

lem, and the battle-bow shall be cut
off';’ it cannot accord with the victo-

ries obtaiued by the Jews in sanguin-

ary contests, and with the slaughter

of numerous enemies, in the usuaf

way of war and triumph: for the

establishment of Messiah’s kingdom,
at his coming, (and not ‘ the restor-

ation of Israel,’) is predicted, when
by his apostles, “ the weapons of
whose warfare were not carnal, but
mighty through God,” “ he spake
peace^to the heathen,” and formed
a most extensive kingdom over will-

ing subjects, in the gentile world.
“ The blood of thy covenant” should
also be noted : but I forbear to en-

large, as the prophecy must lie con-
sidered in another connection.”
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“ Many other Scriptures which
Christians adduce, concerning the

Messiah as a Saviour, being warranted
in so doing, by the inspired writers

of the New Testament, must not be

used in this argument with tbe Jews;
especially as most of them at present,

I suppose, consider him as a mere
‘ man, like other men.’ It is not,

however, correct, that because God
is a Saviour ; nay, because be says,

“ Besides me there is no Saviour;”

to conclude that none else can in

any sense be called a Saviour.

A Saviour is a Deliverer from evil,

temporal or eternal ; from enemies,

worldly or spiritual; from dangers

of whatever kind.

participle Hiphel of is often

used in this sense, and it signifies,

one causing salvation. It is used of
Jehovah,”—“ and of men in many
places.” Not only tbe great Agent
is a Saviour, but his instruments also

have the same title.

“ The prophet introduces, in a

most sublime manner, One who says,
“ I that speak in righteousness,

mighty to save”—“ mine own arm
brought salvation unto me.” If this be
a prophecy of the Messiah, he speaks
as a Saviour, and as saving by his

own power; if it be not, who or what
is predicted. The language of the

Lord, by Hosea, is also remarkable.
“ I will have mercy on the house of
Judah, and will save them by tbe

Lord their God ; I will not save them
by the sword, &c.”

“ The Messiah is, beyond dispute,

called “a Redeemer;” an appella-

tion, at least equally appropriate to

Jehovah. This Mr. C. confesses,

and in a manner, which in fact con-

cedes the point in contest. “ This is

iny Covenant.” ‘ What is that Cove-
nant ?’ To send them a Deliverer;

for what ? “To take away their

sins.” (page 11.) Now a deliverer,

to take away ‘ their sins,’ is one who
saves his people from their sins, &c.

In this part of his work, Mr.
Scott states two most important

questions, on which, we are

well satisfied, not the Jews and
Christians are at issue, but the

Jews, and Moses and the Pro-

phets. First,
“ Was the Messiah, paEnicTEn

IN THE Oed Testament, to have a

MAN AS HIS immediate FatUER?
Secondly, Was the Messiah pre-
dicted AS A MERE MAN, THE NATURE
OF HIS PERSON BEING FORMED ONLY
LIKE THAT OF ANOTHER MAN ?

In answer to the first question,

Mr. Scott states and illustrates

tlie following texts.

—

“ Behold a Virgin shall conceive,

and bear a son, and shall call his

name Immanuel.” (Isa. vii. 10, 14.)
“ The Lord hath created anew thing

in the earth; a woman shall compass
a man.” (Jer. xxxi. 29.)

In answ er to the second ques-

tion, our attention is called to the

words of the prophet Micah.

—

“ Whose goings forth have been

from of old, from everlasting.” Such
was to be the child which She that
BEARETH W3s to bring forth, in Beth-
lehem.—Psalm cx. is next referred to.

“ If then David call him Lord, how
is he his son ?’* “ So conclusive,”

Mr. Scott justly observes, “ is this ar-

gument of the Messiah’s pre-existence

and authority, as king of Israel

;

that we might challenge either Jews
or nominal Christians to answer it,

in any other way, than by denying

the inspiration of him who wrote the

Psalm in question. And who could

be Lord over Israel’s anointed king,

in the zenith of his authority, hut
Israel’s God and king ?” Isaiah ix.

6, 7. is then referred to, with Psalm
xlv. 6, 7. Zech. xiii. 7. Psalm ii.

6, 7, 12. Proverbs viii. 22, 31. and
Gen. xlviii. 15, 16.

Mr. Scott concludes liis an-

swer to this question :

—

“ Lay all these Scriptures together;

ponder each separately ; appreciate

the amount of them as collected to-

gether into a focu.s, like the rays of

the sun in a burning glass : and then

ask seriously and impartially. Does

the Old Testament predict the Mes-
siah, as one, the nature of whose
person * would be formed only like

that of another man ? With confi-
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dence, and without fear of being re-

futed, I answer the question in the

negative.”

These short extracts will be
sufficient to give the reader

some idea of this most interest-

ing controversy. No part of

Mr. Scott’s reply has pleased us

better than his conclusion, oc-

cupying the last liundred and
thirty pages of his book.

—

“ Before I close,” he says, “ I must
take some notice of his (Mr. CrooU’s)

omissions. He has never, as it has

before been shown, brought forward
the question, Whether it was pre-

dicted, that the Messiah, should be

a priest, or not ? He has not stated.

Whether the predicted Messiah should

die, or not
;
probably he thinks that

he will not. But supposing him to die,

WhMher he would die a natural or a

violent death ; if a violent death, in

what manner, and by whom, and what
the event would be; whether as a sa-

crifice for sin, or not. Mr. C. must
know, that Christians lay very great

stress on each of these particulars;

and they consider certain parts of the

Old Testament, as most explicitly

and undeniably predicting them, even
to minuteness', in short, that the

Prophets “ testified beforehand the

sufferings of Christ and the glory

which should follow.”
‘ It has, indeed, been publickly

asserted, and it remains, I believe,

uncontradictcd, that the Jews are

forbidden by their Rahbies to read

the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. If

this be not true, it should be pub-
lickly contradicted.’

‘ Whatever were the motives of
these, and other similar amissions, by
Mr. Crooll ; I must not conclude mj
answer without bringing forward, ia
a compendious manner, the substance
of the prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment, on the following points,

—

1 . Concern! ng[the reception which
the Messiah would meet with from
the iiatiort of Israel.

2. Concerning his violent death,
and that kind of death by which he
would be cut off, with the special end
and design of his crucifixion. And,

3. Concerning his resurrection, and
subsequent glory ; and the kingdom,
which he, as risen, and ascended,
would establish, preserve, and extend
through the whole earth; to endure
till the end of the world.’

For the love of truth, with
vhich we will not doubt the
mind of Mr. Crooll is deeply
imbued, we trust he will again
review^ this important contro-
versy, and calmly consider the
reply and rejoinder of his truly
respectable antagonist, \vith the
spirit of whose answer, he can-
not but be well pleased. And,
by the blessing of that Spirit,
‘ who spake by the Prophets,’
Vie will hope, to use the lan-
guage of the last sentence of
Mr. Crooll’s preface, it has
been good for both parties.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON SOCIETY.
[We particularly request the at-

tention of our readers to the follow-

ing extract of a letter lately received

by the Rev. Mr Raraftler, of Ful-

neck, near Leeds, from Mr. Gusta-
vus Nietz, of Absenau, in Livonia.]

Absenau, in Livonia, near Riga,

Sept. 21, 0. S. 1815.
I MUST apologise for not returning

an answer until now, to your esleem-

VOL. I.

ed letter of July 20, last year, which
I received Nov. 18. I wished to wait
for the answer of my friend, Ernst
Christopher Willert, of Sarepta, with
a view to reply to some of your
questions ; but his answer did not
arrive till the 12lh inst.

The baptized Jew, Schoenberg,*

* He has been mentioned in a for-

mer communication, by the Rev. Mr.
Nitsclike.

r
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who has joined the Roman Catholic
Church, is averse to undertaking a
mission among his countrymen; I

sounded his mind by means of an
excellent Christian friend, whom he
formerly visited almost every day,

but it appeared, to our great sor-

row, that the priests of that church
have endeavoured to make him, not
into a disciple and follower of Jesus,
but a proselyte to their church only;
however, we hope that our faithftil

Shepherd will in due time deliver

this misled sheep from captivity,

and lead him back to his fold. At
present this converted Jew, though
a man of integrity, but not con-

ducted to Jesus alonCj can be of no
use to us.

Certainly I might make use of

small publications printed in behalf

of the Jews, but our dear Redeemer
must bless their perusal, and open
the eyes, ears, and hearts of those

who read them, else labour and
expense are thrown away. Are we,
then, to sit down in passive supine-

ness, and wait for his blessing? Thus
many think here, but the disciples

of Jesus were assembled every day,

wilh one accord in prayer, that they
might receive the promised baptism
of the Spirit; should not we do the

same, and with humility and pa-

tience wait for the season which the

Lord may have appointed ? Paul
]»reached to Jews and Gentiles,

though he was aware that bonds
and stripes would be his recompense
here. Though, therefore, we should

see no perceptible fruit of our endea-

vours, we will not grow weary of
spreading the name of Jesus, let hear
and receive who will and can.

I am acquainted with three Chris-

tian friends who are deeply interested

in the salvation of the Jews, and
would gladly assist in distributing

such publications, viz. Mr. Willert,

on the V’'olga, an aged minister of
the gospel, a nobleman in Courland,
and Mr. De Bruegen ; and pro-
bably the Lord may in future stir up
the hearts of others. The pamphlet,
“ An Affectionate Address to the
Professors of the Jew ish Religion,”

is expected here from Silesia; if I

receive it before I send my letter to

the post, I will enclose it ; otherwise
I leave it for a future opportunity.

I doubt if the Christian Magazine of
Privy Counsellor Hilmer has been
already translated into English; it

contains an essay on the conversion

of Israel, which I have copied and
will enclose. It will not be uninte-

resting to you and your much-
respected brethren.

1 should wish to be more ac-

quainted with your Seminary for the

Education of Jewish Children. The
greater part of the Jews in Courland
and Lithuania are extremely poor,

and their children grow up in total

neglect; opulent Christians do not
even express a desire to assist in

relieving the wants of many thou-

sand Jewish children. When the
subject is once agitated, perhaps the
Lord may stir up the hearts of many.
Where is there any thing truly good
which is not done by the Lord? Five
years ago I ventured to make an
attempt to form a Bible Society,

with a view to have the Livonian
Bible printed in such a manner, that

poor people might purchase it for

one dollar, as it was hitherto sold

for three dollars, and some hundred
copies were consumed by moths;
ray plan was not pursued, and I had
to struggle with inexpressible diffi-

culties. But in the year lr»l2 the
Lord opened the hearts of several

nobles in Petersburg, our good Em-
peror took a share and supported the

infant institution, and now behold

the prosperity of this thriving plant.

I add an extract of a letter from
our friend Willert, of Sarepta ; he
says, among the rest, “ With respect

to a passage in Mr. Ramftler’s Letter,

I can only reply, that it is very desi-

rable that the truly Christian Society

for promoting Christianity amongst
the Jews, might peruse the account of
the movement among the Jews in

Poland and Asia, &c. as mentioned
in Mr. Hilmer’s publication.” To
this end I have added Mr. Hilmer’s

Essay.* “ As far as I have had an

* Thi.s interesting essay has been trans-
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opportunit}',” continues the above-
raentioned friend, “ of observing this

people, it seems to me as though the

Polish Jews were more j»usceptible

of the truth than those who reside

in Germany. In a town in Volhynia
resides an honest Israelite, called

; I got acquainted with
him on a journey, when I spent a
few days at his house. I believe

that this man would gladly distri-

bute Christian pamphlets among his

countrymen. It might be proper to

send him a New Testament in the

Hebrew language. As the neigh-

bourhood where he resides has much
commerce with Moldavia and Tur-
key, he might, in my humble opi-

nion, be of essential service. It

would also be useful if the fifty-

third chapter of Isaiah were printed

with explanatory notes and distri-

buted. Scarcely any one will inte-

rest himself in behalf of the ancient

covenant people more than you are

disposed to do. From this convic-

tion, I earnestly intreat you to send

a written address to the Russian
Bible Society, concerning the debt
of gratitude which we are bound to

pay to this nation, having received

all divine truth by a Jewish Saviour
and Jewish apostles. No Christian

state has a stronger call to do some-
thing for this people than Russia, as

nearly 500,000 Israelites reside in it,

including Poland. How great might
be the result, if the Russian Bible

Society caused the New Testament
to be printed in the Hebrew lan-

guage, and to be distributed among
the Jews ! In case there exists no
better translationthan that of Hotter,
Professor Vates, of Kcenigsberg, one
of the most eminent Oriental scho-
lars of the age, who is very active in

promoting Bible Societies, might do
essential service, by translating the
New Testament into the Hebrew

language.** It might also be useful,

latcd by Mr. Ramftler, and trancmiUed
to the Secretaries of the London Society,

lit will appear in our next Number.
* It is evident, from this suggestion

of Mr, Nietz, that an opinion prevails

among Christians on the Continent, us

if an affectionate address to the

Christian public were piPinted, with a

view to remind Christians of their

duty to do what they can towards

the conversion of the Jews ; another

treatise might be directed to the

Jews themselves, on the truth and
divine origin of Christianity, and its

close alliance with the Mosaic law. 1

will most gladly endeavour to gather

assistance in this extremely import-

ant cause, among my friends, as

soon as I hear from you that you
enter into it.”

Thus far from the letter of our
friend Willert. His proposal to me,
might in my opinion, afford a prospect

of success, if your venerable brethren

were to address the Russian Bible

Society, and its president. Prince

Galitzin, in St. Petersburg; and pre-

liminarily were to open a corres-

pondence with Mr. Pinkerton, who
might move the subject. Our good
Emj)cror would certainly approve of

the plan. My situation docs But

permit me to undertake this busi-

iiess, because my correspondence is

already too extensive, and my bo-

dily infirmities are increasing, so

that with all ray inclination and
zeal for this excellent cause, I must
be satisfied with occasional assistance.

The emigration of the Jews to

Palestine is no more as numerous as

it has been; yet from Wilna and Li-

thuania, where the number of Jews
amounts to 20,000, eighteen Jewish

families in the year 1814 emigrated to
the Land of Promise. With all ray en-

deavours, I have not yet succeeded

in obtaining intelligence of their pro-

ceedings there. As far as I could
learn from several who were about
to go to Palestine, their idea is, that

the appearing of the Messiah will

take place soon, and in their own
land. To this effect, for example,

a very aged and opulent Jewess ia

well as in England, of the necessity of
a more correct translation of the New
Testament into Hebrew, than any which
at present exists. This should operate
as an incentive to the London Society to

proceed in their undertaking for this

purpose w ith renewed zeal. Ed,
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Milavr, expressf^d herself, who had
the design to reniove thither. I have
as yet had no opportunity to hear
the sentiraents of the Babbies on
this subject; but that an agitation

exists among the more reflecting and
respectable part of this nation, may
be gathered from various circum-
stances. The German or refined Jews,
who reside in great numbers in va-

rious towns in Courland, resemble
our Christian contemporaries, who
pretend to a superior illumination,

and regard religion only as a system
of ceremonies, useful for the restraint

of the vulgar. Our unchristian lives

are, alas, the cause whereby Jews
are confirmed in their unbelief and
enmity against Christ. Here I stand

alone, with a few genuine friends,

who are not opulent.

May our faithful and gracious

Lord be with you, and with the

highly esteemed Society of which
you are a member ! May he bless

your labours for the salvation of our
Jewish brethren. Intelligence of this

will greatly rejoice

Your Friend and Brother,

ER^ST GuSTAVUS \IE1Z.

The following letter, together with
the hymn annexed, was lately re-

ceived by the Jewish converts in

London, from two of their brethren
in the country, who are preparing

themselves for the ministry. They
contain sentiments so congenial with
the true spirit of Christianity, that

we are sure our readers will thank
us for introducing them to their

notice. The writers are not English^

men, and till within a short period

were unacquainted with our lan-

guage.

To the children of Abraham, that are

of the faith, whom the God of our
forefathers, in his everlasting love,

has made accepted in his beloved

and only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Dearly beloved Brethren,

It pleased the good providence of

God to assign unto us different situ-

ations of life, so that we, your bre-

thren, were hitherto prevented from

meeting with 50U at the same place

of worship, and from enjoying your

society; yet we trust our fervent

prayers have often met at the throne

of the heavenly grace. We are thank-

ful that opportunity is afforded us

to write unto you a few words of

comfort and exhortation, in brotherly

love, as we are informed that yon
will have a meeting next Thursday,

by the Lord’s assistance. We hope

it will not a little contribute to your

comfort and confirmation in the faith,

to hear something about the state and

condition of us, your brethren, whom
the Lord has placed here, at .

You all, perhaps, know, and have

heard of our common protector,

Mr. . This dear servant of Christ,

influenced by the constraining Icrve

of his Lord and Master, has compas-
sion over us poor Israelites, and his

benevolence spares nothiug to render

us truly happy. He, under God, not

only giveth us shelter, food and rai-

ment, hut, what is infinitely more,
affords us the best opportunities of

instruction, edification, and improve-

ment of mind ; things most conducive

to fit us outlabourc rs of the withered

vineyard. But after all, except the

Lord build the house, the labour is

but in vain of them that build it.

Wherefore we have reason to bless

the name of the Lord that he left

himself not untestified among us.

His blessed Spirit, the only Giver of

life, has, we trust, began to breathe

into our dead and dry bones, and
given us spiritual and eternal life.

We need no more tremble that this

work will come to nought, for we are

persuaded, by the strongest proofs,

that it is not of man, but of God.
We hear the gospel twice a day,

faithfully read and preached. Besides

the word of God (w hich ought ever

to occupy the greater part of a stu-

dent’s lime) we read preparatory

books, both of theology and ether

science. We endeavour, also, ac-

cording to our abilities, to be useful

one to another in instructing. Thus
our time is filled up with religious

and social duties ; and thus we hope
to walk in the path of providence
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and grace. . But, dear brethren, our
innate corruption is not eradicated,
and often breaks forth, so that we
often stray from the good Shepherd,
and forget to press forward toward
the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus; and
often indulge in our besetting sins,

pride, envy, and such like. Such
occasions should teach us our own
vileness, and humble us in the pre-

sence of our God. We call upon you,
brethren, to pray for us, as we also

do for you, both in private and in

your meetings, that the Lord may
grant us more of his grace, increase

our faith on his Son Jesus, and give
us more of that knowledge, which is

in itself eternal life: and whereby we
are made just before God, (see Isai.

liii. 11. John xvii. 3.) Let this suf-

fice of us : now a few words to you,
brethren. If you be really in the
faith of the Son of God; if you be
Israelites indeed, such as St. Paul
denominates, “Jews inwardly,” Rom.
ii. then, no doubt, the glory of God,
and the salvation of your precious
souls, must constitute your greatest

concerns —A desire to glorify the
name of Jehovah is awakened in the
soul by* a sense of his undeserved
mercies. The language of every be-

liever is, “ What shall I render unto
the Lord for ail his benefits.” Now,
if any believer has received benefils

at the hands of the Lord, you and we
have received greater. Who is it

that made any of us to differ? are we
better than our now blind brethren?
no, but our heavenly Father has
loved us with an everfasling love;
therefore, with loving kindness has
he drawn us to the knowledge of his

dear Son. (Jer. xxxi. 3.) Who is it

that brought us out of our native
darkness into his marvellous light ?

who, that placed us in that very
country where the Gospel is more
faithfully preached, the pure milk of
the word of God more richly dis-

pensed, than any where else on the
globe ? let us humbly adore for all

his free mercy. Every one of us will

find, in his own history, particular
reasons to be grateful . How wonder-

ful are the ways of the Lord ! we were
collected together from the dispersed

sheep of Israel, in a way that we
know not ; we were all going astray,

but the Lord, who has laid the ini-

quity of us all upon our Saviour,

turned us back from the ways that

lead to destruction, and has made us,

provided we be in the faith, partakers

of the inheritance of the saints in

light. 0, then, let it be our constant

and most fervent desire and endea-

vour, to glorify this our gracious

God. Let us contend and vie, not

for earthly greatness, but who of us

might most adorn and grace the doc-

trine of God our Saviour, who has

bought us, w ho once were all equally

sold under sin, with the inestimable

price of his blood. Let us walk in

Him, as we have received him. Oh
that the everlasting Gospel which is

put iuto our hands might be our de-

light, that the reading thereof might
employ the leisure time our different

occupations will allow, and its peace-

ful contents be the subjects of our
meditations. Let us bring all our
thoughts, words, and actions to its

test, and regulate our conduct ac-

cording to its. precepts. May we
shew, by our good works, that we
have been with the Lord Jesus, and
that we are truly the favoured first-

fruits of that glorious harvest which
the Lord is about to reap in his vine-

yard. Especially let us learn much
of the conversion, conduct, and sen-

timents of the great apostle St. Paul,

(see Acts, chap. ix. and xxiv. v. 26.)

who was an Hebrew' of the Hebrews.
Humility, zeal for God, according
to knowledge and prayer, were the
immediate effects of his faith on the

Son of God ; and having himself

tasted the happiness that flows from
true Christianity, his heart’s desire

and prayer to God was, that Israel,

his unhappy, infatuated brethren,

might be saved, (see Rom. ch. x. and
xi.) You all know, brethren, that

the state of the Jews in all the earth
is not better (if not worse) now, than
it was in the time of St. Paul. They
have since clung closely to the vain
and destructive traditions of the Tal-
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mud, iicg'lcclcd the word of Cod,
and their spiritual darkness is so

thick, that it may be “ felt.”

—

Wherefore, it should be the more our
heart’s desire and prayer to God, that

they may be saved ; and the more this

becomes our heart’s desire the belter,

a proof we shall have each for our-

selves, that our souls have passed

from death unto life.

Finally, brethren, let us beware
of the dangers surrounding us and
threatening our destruction ; some
of them we have in common with
every one that will be godly, as

worldly-mindedness, pride, both car-

nal and spiritual ; but others are

more peculiar to our own slate, hy-

pocrisy on the one side, and shame
to confess openly Christ crucified on
the other: (see Job viii. 13. Matlh.
XV. 33. 2 Tim. ii. 12.) Another
stumbling block is self-righteousness,

or righteousness by works. There
sticks yet much to us of the spirit of

our ancestors, who went about to

establish their own righteousness.

(Rom. X. 2, 3.) Let us hear St.
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Paul’s sentiment on this subje

If righteousness come by the law,

then Chrift died in vain. (Gal. ii. 15,

to the end.

Lastly, dearly beloved brethren,

let u« go hand in hand in the way of
God, taking up our cross, (for this

we must do, if we wish to obtain a

crown,) denying ourselves, and fol-

owing our blessed Saviour whither-

soever he will lead us. To him let us

look up, who for thejoy to see of the

travail of his soul, endured the cross,

despising the shame, and is now set

down at the right hand of the throne
of God.
And may that blessed period soon

arrive when it shall be fulfilled what
is written, Zech. xii. 10.

nE'T' hv'i f'Tf bv
“(H mn D'‘7C'n''

npi nx '‘jx iD'am
To this end vve have subjoined the

following hymn :—Farewell, dear

brethren, remember in your prayers,

your faithful, brethren in the Lord.
November 1815.

Come, thou glorious day of promise.

Come and spread thy cheerful ray

;

When the scatter’d sheep of Israel

Shall no longer go astray

:

When Hosannas

With united voice they cry.

Lord, how long wilt thou be angry.

Shall thy wrath for ever burn?

Rise, redeem thine ancient people.

Their transgressions from them turn.

King of Israel,

Come and set thy people free !

0 that thou wouldst soon to Jacob

Thine enliv’ning Spirit send :

Of their unbelief and mis’ry

Make, 0 Lord, a speedy end.

Lord Messiah;

Lord, with peace o’er Israel reign.
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We are happy to anaounce that

the clergy in the city of Bristol have
begun to imitate the example of

•ome of tneir brethren in London,
by opening thei r churches for monthly
lectures on subjects relative to the

Jews.

We should sincerely rejoice to hear

that this plan had been adopted in

all the populous towns of the United

Kingdom.

A beautiful and appropriate trans-

parency has lately been affixed to the

east window of the Episcopal Jews’

Chapel. It has been designed, exe-

cuted, and presented to the Com-
mittee of the London Society, by the

ingenious Miss Rundall, of Bath.

The subject of the painting is a

symbolical illustration of the Chris-

tian dispensation, and is represented

by a book, in which is inscribed the
law, in Hebrew characters, resting

on dark clouds, that become gradu-
ally illumined as they approach, the
glory that surrounds the gospel
emblem above, I. H. S. The side

compartments of the window consist

of two columns of gold, which being
the purest and most durable of all

metals, is used to denote the stability

of the Christian dispensation. On the
left column are inscribed the names
of the four great prophets, Isaiah,

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel ; and
on the right, the four Evangelists,

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Over the whole is the exhortation of
our Saviour to the Jews,-—“ Search
the Scriptures.”

DUBLLV LADIES’ AUXILIARY SOCIETY.
We have been requested to publish the following corrected List of the

Subscribers of the Dublin Ladies’ Auxiliary.

A Lady, by Lady Lifford 3 8 3

A Lady 110
A Lady 1 1 0
Anderson, Miss 0 11 4 ^
Anderson, Miss C Oil
Anonymous,perMr.Watson 10 0
Beilby, Mrs 1 2 0
Belraore, Counfess of . . 12 9

Blackburne, Miss 2 5 6

Brownlow, Mrs 3 0 0

Caldwell, Mrs 12 9

Carey, Mrs 1 2 9

Castlecoote, Lady 12 9

Castlestewart, Countess
Dowager of 2 5 6

Castlestewart, Countess of 1 2 9

Collected,perMissThwaites 1 12 0
Collected, per Mrs. Roe 23 2 7

Collected, per Miss Henris 2 9 8

Collected,per Mrs.Swertaer 2 S 1

Corbet, Mrs 1 2 9
Country Repository, per

Miss Oliver - 5 0 0
Crarapton, Miss l 2 9

Darcy, I. Esq 1 2 9

Davis, J. Esq 1 2 9
Disney, Mrs. W. ....... . 5 0 0
Donovan, Mr. James.... 1 10 0
Evans, Mrs 1 2 9

Fintona Society,per Benj.

Johnstone, Esq.... ... 7 2 0

Fitzgerald, Mrs. A 12 0

Fitzgerald, Mrs. G 1 2 9
Forster, Mrs i 2 9
Franklin, Mrs 12 9

Friend, per Mrs. Trayer 0 11 4^
Godley, Mrs 1 2 9
Gore, Mrs 1 9 2
Graves, Mrs 1 2 9
Guiiiess, Mrs. B 2 5 6
Hamilton, Mrs. A 1 2 9

Hamilton, Mrs. F 1 2 9

Handcock, Mr 2 0 0
Henris, Miss 12 9

Hewitt, Miss 1 2 9

Hewitt, Miss J 1 2 9

Hogan, Mrs 5 13 9

Jocelyn, Mrs. J 1 2 9

Juvenile Society, per Lady
E. Nugent 39 10 0

Kearny, Mrs 1 2 9
Kennedy, Mrs. J 2 5 6
Lady,per LadyWestraeath 12 9
Lady, per Miss Crampton 10 0
Lady unknown 1 2 9
Latouehe, Mrs. P. Digges 12 9
Lemaitre, Miss 5 0 0
Leslie, Miss 1 2 9
Lifford,Viscountess .... 1 2 9
Lismore, Lady., 5 13 9
Longford, Viscountess... I 2 9

Lorton, Viscountess .... 5 13 9
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Lloyd d, Mrs 1 2 9 Saunders, Mrs. 1 2 9

Lynne, Mrs 1 2 9 Singer, Mr. Dublin 1 0 0
Lynne, Major 1 2 9 Singer, Mrs 1 2 9
Mac Mahon, Lady 1 2 9 Sirr, Major 1 2 9

Macklin, Mr 1 2 9 Shaw, Mrs 2 .5 6

Madden, Miss 1 2 9 - Shaw, Miss 1 2 9

Madden, Miss M 0 11 a Shaw, Mrs. P 1 2 9

Magee, Mrs 1 0 0 Stewart, Lady C 1 2 9

Mathias, Mrs 1 2 9 Stewart, Lady S 1 2 9

Maunsel, Hon. Mrs. ..... I 2 9 Stewart, Lady M 2 5 6

Moffat, Rev. Mr 1 0 3 Temele, Miss 1 0 0

Molyneux, Lady 1 2 9 Teniieson, Mrs 1 2 9

Montgomery, Mrs. R. .. 1 2 9 Thorpe, Mrs 1 2 2

Moore, Lord Henry .... 1 2 9 Thwaites, Miss 1 2 9

Nuffent, Ladv E 2 5 r> Trayer, Mrs j 2 9

Nugent, Lady C 2 9
'

Truell, Mrs 1 2 9

Ogilby, Mrs 1 2 9 Vandeleur, Lady F 1 2 9

0 Grady, Mrs 1 2 9 Vapdele u r , Miss........ 1 2 9

Olivers, Mrs 1 2 9 Vandeleur, Mrs. C 1 2 9

Oliver, Miss ... 1 2 9 Vincent, Mrs 1 2 9

Osmond, Countess Dowa-
ger of 1 2 9

Westmeath, the Hon.
Countess of 5 13 9

Peacock, Miss A 1 2 9 Walsh, Mrs 1 2 9

Percival, Miss 1 2 9 W^alier, Mrs. 0 11 41
Portarlington Society. .

.

4 16 5 Whitty, Rev. Mr 1 1 9

Roe, Mrs 1 3 9 W hite, Mrs. Gen. ...... 1 2 9

Roe, MissP.., 1 2 9 Wilkinson, Mrs 1 0 0

Roe, Miss 1 2 9 Woods, W. W. Esq. ... 1 2 9

Rossraore, Lady 5 13 9 Wolfe, Mrs. 1 2 9

Rossinellis Penny Society

\

1 0 0

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LONDON SOCIETY
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES,

Dublin Ladies’ Dr. Thorpe 50 0 0

Kendal, * E. Tatham, Esq.—Gen. Purposes 84 1 6

Female Department 7 0 0
01 1 0

Truro, Miss' Eliza J. James 5 14 9

.
' PEKNY SOCIETIES.

Kirkwald. Rev. W. Broadfoot 13 11 10

Lancaster Ladies’ Mrs. Housmaii 8 0 0

Thorne, do. Mrs. Atkin .on 4 6 8

Tiverton, do. Miss M. Ware 2 0 0

HEBREW TESTAMENT.
Allen. Mrs. Greenhead, Huddersfield 10 0 0

Alien, William, Esq. per Hon. Geo. Vernon 2 2 0

Fisher, Mr. John, Huddersfield 110
^Goodhart, Joseph, Esq. Grove, Hackney 2 2 0

Grimshaw, Rev. T. S. Biddenhain 5 5 0

Kendal Auxiliary, per E. Tatham, Esq S IS 0

CONGREGATIONAL COLLECTIONS.
Drayton Beauchamp, by the Rev. Basil Woodd 10 0 0

Padstow, (Rev. W\ Rawlinp,) by the Rev. W. Marsh 7 9 T

Tutbury, (Rev. G. W. Hutchison, Vicar,) by the Rev. D. Ruell . . 8 16 8

Huddersfield, (Rev. John Coates, Vicar,) by Rev. Legh Richmond 56 3 6

Lancaster, St. Ann’s Chapel, (Rev. R. Housraan, Minister,) by do. 39 8 0

Knaresborough, (Rev. A. Cheap, Vicar,) by do. 36 18 2

Spratton, (Rev. T. Jpnes,) by do 8 0 0

West Haddon, (Rev. C. Davy,) by do 10 11 0
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