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FIRST DAY.

TuEsDAY, January 7, 19o2.

Ata spec:al session of the Legislature of the State of Missis-

_sippi, convened in the Capitol, in the city of Jackson, on the 7th
day of January, A. D. 1902, in compliance with the Constltutlon
and laws of the State of Mississippi—

Be it remembered, That on the day and year aforesaid, the
members of the House of Representatives assembled in their
chamber, and at the hour of 12 o’clock M., were called to order
by the Speaker, A. J. Russgll, who introduced Dr. J. B. Hutton,
of Jackson, who opened the proceedings -with prayer, invoking
God’s blessings upon the Legislature.

The Clerk then called the roll of members from the various
counties and legislative districts as follows:

. Adams—City of Natchez, ErnestsE. Brown; outsx‘ city of
Natchez, C. S. Bennett.
Alcorn—T. H. Underwood and H. H. Ray.
Amite—W. 1. Causey and D. S. McDaniel.
Attalla—John F. Allen and —
Benton—W. G. Gibson.
Bolivar—J. M. Goff and George B. Shelby.
Calhoun—D. C. Cooner and T. M. Murphree.
Carroll—L. S. Hemphill and S. E. Turner.
Chickasaw—]. R. Gilfoy and L. P. Haley.
Choctaw—]. T. McCafferty.
. Claiborne—Edgar Foster.
Clarke—A. Johnston.
Clay—H. L. Ford and J. G. Millsaps.
Coahoma—]. S. Ham and W. A, Alcorn, Jr.
Copiah—L. L. Brittain, J. J. Elhs and J. C. Smylie.

‘ - Covington—]. E. Byrd.
. De Soto—Mial Wall and J. M. Granberry
Franklin—T. K. Magee.
Greene—]J. A. Smith. N

Grenada—R. W. McAfee.

Hancock—E. J. Bowers.

Harrison—F. W. Elmer.

Hinds—]J. A. P. Campbell, Jr., Clay Sharkey, L. A. Moss.
Holmes—S. M. Smith, J. B. Mitchell and J.-W. Swinney.
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Issaquena—John W. Heath.

Itawamba—W. H. Brown.

Jackson—]. A. Broadus.

Jasper—E. A. White. . .

Jefferson—W. B. Alsworth.

Jones—Hugh McManus.

Kemper—]. R. Stennis and N. M. Pace.

Lafayette—G. R. Hightower and Fielder Webster.

Lauderdale—City of Meridian, A. J. Russell; the county out-
side the city of Meridian, J. D. Stennis ; the whole county, includ-
ing the city of Meridian, W. R. Denton.

Lawrence—]. J. Denson.

Leake—Pres Groves.

Lee—Robert Gambrell and Robert L. Bnrmmgham

Leflore—S. R. Coleman.

Lincoln—W. R. Norton. '

Lowndes—That part of the county east of Tombigbee River,
M. A. Franklin, J. T. Senter; that part of the county west of the
Tombigbee River, J. H. Sharp.

Madison—A. P. Hill and W. S. McAllister.

Marion—N. C. Hathorn.

. Marshall—John M. Eddins, M. Franklin and Hugh Mahon.
Monroe—A. A. Posey, John W. Thompson and E. R. Wren.
Montgomery——] P. Taylor
Neshoba—]. C. Lo
Newton—Floyd Loper and W. S. Ferguson

* Noxubee—W. J. Hubbard, W. S. Permenter and H. H.

Brooks.

Oktibbeha—That portion of the county east of the line running
north and south, between ranges 13 and 14, J. W. Norment ; that
part of the county west of said line, J. W. Crumpton.

Panola—A. S. Kyle, D. B. Amold, and —

Pearl River—H. K. Rouse..

Perry—S. T. Garraway.

Pike—Percy E. Quin and —

Pontotoc—D. C. Langston and J. I. Longest.

Prentiss—W. M. Cox and L. M. Burge.

Quitman—M. E. Denton.

Rankin—H. W. Bradshaw and Bee King.

Scott—H. H. Harper.

Sharkey—A. Miller.

Simpson—TIra J. Stamps.

Smith—7J. J. Stubbs.

Sunflower—S. D. Neill.

Tallahatchie—Thomas B. Dudley.

Tate—S. T. Clayton and S. W. Jones.

Tippah—A. C. Anderson.

Tishomingo—]. A. E. Pyle.

Tunica—E. L. Irby.
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Union—R. M, Frazer and C. Lee Crum.

Warren—W. J. Voller, O. S. Robbins and —
Washington—E. N. Thomas, S. Castleman and —
Wayne—]. M. Wilkins.

Webster—T. L. Lamb.

Wilkinson—W. F. Tucker and H. M. Quin.
Winston—]. D. Doss.

Yalobusha—James Moore and T. J. McFarland.
Yazoo—W. W. Coody, C. J. Burrus and H. G. Johnson.

FLOATER REPRE?ENTATIVES.

Franklin and Lincoln—A. M. Dodds.

Benton and Tippah—S. Joe Owen.

Claiborne and Jefferson—R. W. Magruder.

Clarkerand Jasper—James B. Evans.

Grenada and Montgomery—W. T. McCuiston.

Leake and Winston—John F. Sharp.

Harrison and Jackson—George P. Hewes.

Lee and Itawamba—A. T. Galloway.

Hinds and Yazoo—]. W. George. )

The following members were absent—Messrs. Alcorn, Allen,
Castleman, Causey, Coody, Denton of Quitman, Evans, Foster of
Claiborne, Heath, Hill, Hubbard, Magruder, McDaniel, Mitchell,
Pace and Tucker.

Members-elect to fill vacancies were reported as follows:

Arthur Reynolds, of Attalla, to succeed T. Percy Guyton, re-
signed; J. M. Cox, of Panola, to succeed C. O. McCarthy, de-
ceased ; John A. Walker, of Pike, to succeed J. M. Tate, deceased ;
T. R. Foster, of Warren, to succeed George Anderson, resigned ;
Van B. Boddie, of Washington, to succeed Frank E. Larkin, re-
signed. -

Mr. John A. Walker was absent.

Messrs. Reynolds, Cox, Foster and Boddie appeared and were
sworn in by the Speaker as members.

The Clerk announced a quorum present, Speaker Russell then
spoke as follows:
Gentlemen of the House:

The warm, red blood leaps with gladness in my veins while
I look again into the light of your eyes. The merciful providence
of God has permitted us to assemble again in an official capacity.
But two of our members have been called hence since we parted.
Out of one hundred and thirty-three two have stepped across the
dark stream, we hope and believe, to a better and brighter land.
Well do we remember the zealous and loyal manner in which they
met and discharged the obligations that rested upon them as legis-
lators. I have no doubt that you will at the proper time take such
steps as shall pay tribute to their worth and commemorate their
virtues. God bless their memories ; peace to their ashes.



6 ‘ HOUSE JOURNAL

I congratulate you upon the plane upon which the people and
the press of your beloved State have placed you and your labors
of the last session. If you deserve one-fourth of the good things
that have been ascribed to you, it is enough to fill the measure of
any man’s ambition.

Since Mississippi was a territory, more than one hundred years
ago she took a stand in the forefront of the march of civilization,
good government, broad culture and statesmanship. Her history
is as charming as if it were a romance. She has never been a lag-
gard in any of the intellectual, political or social pursuits. Her
history is robust with unselfish patriotism, her statesmen strong,
measuring with any of her sister States or Territories. She has
never neglected to advance with America in all intellectual lines,
civic virtues and broad culture. Her statesmen have been in the
lead and stood shoulder to shoulder with the great of this greatest
of governments. She has contributed as much if not more than
any other State in the Union to the greatest forum in the world,
the United States Senate. The standard of her judicial decisions
is comparable to any in the Union. Why, my countrymen, near
the spot where we now occupy, in the little town of Raymond, if
I remember aright, was born Captain Brown, who during the Civil
War conceived the principle of constructing an ironclad man-of-
war; on the Yazoo River, just above us, with a fourth class black-
smith shop he made the ironclad vessel, the “Arkansas.” This
was done by taking old iron rails from railroad bed, heating them,
and with rude hamrhers making them conform to the sides of the
vessel and spiking them down. With a courage as undaunted as
ever warmed the heart or nerved the arm of a sailor-soldier, he
floated down the Yazoo River, trained his guns upon a fleet of the
United States Government at Vicksburg, thus revolutionizing the
mechanics of naval warfare. )

But I must not detain you longer in attempting to recall even a
few of the many great things Mississippi has always done in the
crucial tests of her history.

On the other hand, Mississippi has not looked as diligently and
industriously to the development of her material resources as per-
haps she should have done. These are as essential for the success
of the present day as it is to look after those things which I have
just named. This body at the last session of the Legislature ac-
centuated this development, I believe I may say, without just crit-
icism, more than any previous Legislature. Our beloved State
has caught the inspiration of material and industrial development,
and we must do nothing that will retard her march to the achieve-
ment of her high destiny.

The past two years have been fruitful ones for Mississippi ; the
progressive spirit has been the dominating influence everywhere;
animating every purpose, dxrectmg and energizing every endeavor.
Our people have been enlisted in a service whose badge is one of
honor because its results are useful and enduring. They have
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come to a realizing sense of the value of their noble estate, its
vast wealth and capabilities of production; they have begun to
seize their opportunities and develop them for their own and their
children’s betterment.

And in this emergence from the night of adversity to greet the
rising sun of the new day of prosperity, it rejoices us to see that
same dignity and manliness of character summoned to the new
duties of the new time that has been the anchor and the shield of
Mississippi at every important epoch in all of her history.

Whatever may have been the shortcomings of the men of Mis-
sissippi, they have never been recreant to the call of public duty,
or faltered in any cause that enlisted heart and conscience.

When the desolating simoon of war swept over our State,
working havoc and devastation in a garden once the brightest and
fairest on earth, the men of Mississippi, returning to their homes,
cast one glance at the ruin and with stout hearts and strong hands
began to repair the ravages of the storm. Scarce had they begun
this work when the trying days of reconstruction ensued,

“When Southward sped
Every bird of venture save the dove.”

A new kind of patience, of fortitude and of courage were de-
manded to meet the duty of the hour. But the heroic spirit was
there, equal to the occasion that summoned it, and our State was
delivered of these despoilers, cormorants more greedy, more ruth-
less than any that ever flocked to seize the remnants that the eagles
of war had left behind.

The story of that struggle and triumph needs no embellish-
ment. History will tell of it as one of the sublime examples of
heroic patience and achievement in the annals of the race, and we,
of the new generation, in the enjoyment of our goodly heritage
and birthright, to-day do not forget the reverence due to those who
wrested these things from the alien for our enjoyment.

Edmond Burke said that the traditions of a people were their
most precious possessions, because they fixed a standard, constant-
ly rising higher and higher for each succeeding generation to meas-
ure its achievement by. And as we realize the superb conduct of the
men of the generation that preceded our own, many of whom yet
linger amongst us—when we think of their courage, their stead-
fastness, their self-immolation, when we read the sublime record
of their triumph over well nigh insuperable difficulties that you
and I might enjoy the glorious privileges that are ours to-day, no
other monition is needed to remind us of our duty.

And let me admonish you that our duties, if we but see them
aright, are as binding and imperious, if not so difficult, as those
our fathers so valiantly performed.

They preserved and have transmitted to us a rich and unincum-
bered estate, in trust for deliverance unimpaired to our children;
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and supremely upon you and I, members of this Legislature, rests
this sacred trust. It is our bounden duty to see that it shall grow
and prosper and not be diminished through our keeping.

To this end all of our counsels, all of our endeavors should
have for their aim the development of the commercial and indus-
trial interests of our State and people, thus proving that we are
worthy keepers of the estate rescued for us through so much self-
abnegation, struggle and suffering on the part of our fathers.

Our duty in this behalf is imperative; the parable of the tal-
ents should make the lesson of every day ; the unprofitable servant
has no place in this House.

The season is auspicious for the promulgation of progressive
ideas. The people are in an attitude of receptivity towards the
broader and more generous gospel of growth and development.
It is an opportunity for us to seize and make potential for the wel-
fare of the commonwealth, and I have not the smallest fear that
this House will be recreant to its duty and its obligation.

We shall have one subject to consider which will contribute
more, in my opinion, to the furtherance of this material develop-
ment than any other one thing, and that is a proper and generous
appropriation to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis.
Mississippi has possibly more undeveloped resources within her
borders than any other State in the Union. To advertise and pre-
sent these resources in an attractive and creditable manner to the
attention of the world that will assemble at this magnificent ex-
ploitation of the arts, sciences and resources of the territory cov-
ered by the Louisiana Purchase can but give our beloved State an
impetus in her march to that high plane of wealth and fame in this
great nation to which she of right belongs.

Can any one calmly c¢ontemplate the splendid sinews that lie
within the grasp of Mississippians without his heart and brain be
moved to excel his comrades in appropriating a generous sum,
that these sinews may be adequately presented to the world
through this Exposition? Every reason conspires to convince the
judgment of every true patriot in this House that we must not fail
to give our State that place in this Exposition which her worth
and resources demand that she shall take. Need I say more to
this wise and patriotic body?

One other subject we shall have to consider and formulate into
law is the question of redistricting the State into eight Congres-
sional Districts. We can hear it whispered on the corners that we
are to be here many weeks solving this proposition. The reason
assigned is that the politicians will so dominate the members of
this body that they will not be free to exercise that judgment and
conscience that should guide, direct and shape their official conduct
in the discharge of this duty, that for selfish purposes men are to
control their actions. I want to say that I believe I know the
mettle out of which the members of this body are made. I believe
that every man has that mettle in him that will override the arts of
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the demagogue and the blandishments of the politicians, and re-
flect in the legislation upon this subject, what he believes to be to
the best interests of Mississippi. I believe that you, and each of
you, will follow no light which does not come from that star that
sheds it for the glory and best interests of our State.

As before said, you will lay down in the act that will redistrict
Mississippi, the prmcxples that should control; that is, compact-
ness, contiguity and community of interest. Any man that can
not be elected from such a district is unworthy to represent Missis-
sipppi in the Congress. So I apprehend that this body will dis-
charge this duty as they have always discharged every duty that
has been placed upon them.

It is needless for me to say that T am sure that you will do for
our eleemosynary and educational institutions all that should be
done. Your conduct in the past is a guarantee of this now—tak-
ing that just and wise ground between official extravagance and
generous support of these institutions that you,should.

Permit me to say that I feel deeply concerned in the triumph
of our common public schools. In my judgment no money that is
expended by Mississippi could have better or higher purpose than
that given to these schools. My heart yearns for the day to come
when Mississippi can so arrange her finances as to give to this sys-
tem a term of at least seven months out of the twelve. Why
should not we? Living in a Republic where the government is
maintained by the common people, the integrity and perpetuity of
our institutions depend upon the broad education of its citizens.
“Our institutions are not like the strata of the everlasting hills,
which holds that which is down, down forever, and that which is
up, up forever, but they are more like the ocean, where any drop
may circulate through all the depths and at length glisten upon the
summit of the highest wave.” Hence the importance that the
government should equip every citizen with that educational
foundation that will enable him to meet any of the possibilities
that may be cast upon him by his people.

I congratulate you upon the manner in which you have hereto-
fore met the duties incumbent upon you. I feel sure of my
ground when I say that no just criticism can be passed upon me in
declaring that having been chosen Speaker of this House of Rep-
resentatives is a legacy which I shall hand down to my loved ones
with pride. To have had the confidence and to have been given
the suffrages of siich a body of men places me upon a plane of
which I shall always be proud. I can not lay claim to that mas-
tery of our noble English tongue that would equip me fittingly
to portray my gratitude to you for this honor.

Two years ago you gave emphasis by your wise legislation to
the industrial movement and commercial success of the State.
Factories of all kinds are coming to our State and to the South.
To-day Congress takes up the Nicarauga Canal bill, a measure of
supreme importance to us. (God forbid that the company who
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have been tampering with the Panama scheme should divert our
National Legislature from econstructing the Nicarauga Canal.)
When that shall be built, as it must be built, and the cotton facto-
ries shall be beside the cotton fields in this balmy clime, there shall
come to us a period of prosperity, happiness and contentment for
the next twenty-five to fifty years that never came, in my judg-
ment, to any other country for the same length of time.

Each one of us, at the conclusion of our labors here, must re-
turn to our people the commission with which they have honored
us, and their verdict of approval shall be the supreme recompense
of the service. Let us then from this hour highly resolve that we
shall win and wear this guerdon.

And now, fellow members, inspired by high purposes, locking
arms and placing shoulder to shoulder, heart beat to heart beat,
thought to thought, let us enter upon the work of pressing for-
ward our good State in her march to conquest; thus represented
her path can but ‘‘lead over the summit where the sunbeams lie.”

On motion of Mr. George the speech was ordered spread on
the journal.

A committee of the Senate notified the House that the Senate
was in session and ready for the transaction of business.

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Adams, a committee of three
was appointed by the Speaker to notify the Senate that the House
was in session and ready to transact the business to come before
the Legislature. The Speaker named on the committee Messrs.
Brown of Adams, Harper and Underwood.

The committee soon returned, reported that it had performed
the duty assigned, and was discharged.

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Tucker from day to day, on -
motion of Mr. Quin, of Wilkinson.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

SENATE CHAMBER, January 7, 1902.

MgR. SPEAKER: I am directed to inform the House that the Sen-
ate has adopted a resolution providing for the appointment of a
joint committee of three on the part of the Senate, and on
the part of the House to notify the Governor that the two Houses
are in readiness to receive any communication he may desire to
submit to them, and has appointed on said committee on the part
of the Senate Messrs. Moore, Martin, and Dent of the Sixteenth
District. Respectfully,

JouN Y. MuURRY, Jr., Secretary.

* Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Brown, of Adams, the Senate
resolution was concurred in and three members on the part of the
House were named on the committee by the Speaker as follows:
Messrs. Brown of Adams, Harper and Underwood.

The committee soon returned, reported that the Governor
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would soon send a communication to the House in writing, and the .
committee was then discharged.

A message from the Governor was received at the hands of his
private secretary, and was read by the Clerk as follows:

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives:

As required by Section 122 of the State Constitution, I have
- the honor to present a condensed summary of the status of affairs
of the State government and of the operations of its various de-
partments, and to recommend for your consideration such general
measures as I deem necessary and expedient to the progress and
welfare of the government, the business interests of the State and
the needs of the people, so far as such come within legislative
jurisdiction.

I am fully cognizant of the constitutional admonition for short
terms of the Legislature when convened in special session, and
shall therefore endeavor to restrict the subjects which I shall sub-
mit for your consideration to those deemed of sufficient importance
to demand your attention above the mere question of expense to
be incurred in their consideration.

FINANCE,

The Legislature of two years ago seems to have “marked the
parting of the ways” between an old and a new sentiment of gov-
ernmental liberality.

Your honorable body at that session was liberal above all your
predecessors, for many years at least, in the appropriation of funds
for the assistance and maintenance of the State institutions and the
proper objects for State aid.

It has been gratifying to note also that the spirit of progress
and liberality manifested by you has been heartily approved by the
people, who have come to know of a certainty that tax money,
when judiciously expended for the comfort, education and general
benefit of the masses, is not extravagance, but a safe and becoming
investment by the State. :

It is pleasing to report, however, that, notwithstanding the
liberality of your said appropriations, and the reduction by you of
one-half mill of the State tax levy, sufficient funds came into the
treasury from the various sources of the State to meet all current
expenditures required, and with which to pay off also $400,000 of
five per cent interest-bearing bonds, and to defray all the expenses
to date incurred in the building of the new State house, withour
the sale of bonds provided for by the act authorizing the erection
of a new capitol.

I direct your attention to the reports of the Auditor and State
Treasurer for detailed statements of the moneys received and dis-
bursed by the State during the two preceding years.

T
$
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In the hope of furnishing some suggestions for your guidance
in making appropriations of money at the present session, I take
the liberty of submitting for your consideration the followng care-
ful estimates of the funds likely to come into the treasury during
the years 1902 and 1903, to-wit:

State tax for 1902 and 1903, at6mills............ $2,425,000

00

State tax, privileges, 1902 and 1903, under present
825,000 00
Land sales, including Chickasaw school lands. ..... 160,000 00
Fees collected by Secretary of State and Auditor.. 25,000 00
Penitentiary ............ ... i . 15,000 00
U. S, appropriation A. & M. Colleges, 1902 and 1903 50,000 00
Back taxes collections, 1902 and 1903............ 300,000 00
Poll tax collections, 190z and 1903.............. 550,000 00
Cash on hand January 1,1902................... 550,000 00
Making a grand total for the two years........ $4,900,000 00

It will be borne in mind that these amounts are estimated, but
are believed to be approximately correct, and I beg to admonish
that should the appropriations made at this session exceed the
above amount serious embarrassment might result to the State.

PAYMENT OF BONDS.

The Legislature at its session in 1896 (Chapter 34), for the
purpose of raising revenue to carry on the State government for
the fiscal years 1896 and 1897, authorized the issuance of $400,000
of 5 per cent bonds, payable in ten years, with the option given
the State to redeem or pay off same in five years from their issu-
ance, and in pursuance thereof and in accordance with the provi-
sion of said act, there were issued and sold on the first day of July,
1896, and said $400,000 of bonds.

By Section 7 of the act, the credit of the State of Mississippi
was pledged to the punctual payment, both principal and interest,
of said bonds, and at the expiration of five years the State was
given the option to pay off and retire any or all of them.

On July 1, 1901, when the said option matured, as the agent
and representative of the State in the premises, I published a proc-
lamation in words and figures following:

“STATE OF MISSISSIPPI,
“EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.
““PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR,

“To the holders of Mississippi State Bonds, Series ‘B’:

“WHEREAS, Under the provisions of an Act of the Legislature
of the State of Mississippi, approved March 18, 1896, there were
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sold on the 1st day of July of said year, $400,000 of 5 per cent
interest-bearing coupon bonds of Series ‘B’; and,

“WHEREAS, By the provisions of said Act the State reserved
the option to call in and pay said-bonds at the expiration of five
years, and it appearing to me that said five years’ option matures
on the first day of July, A. D. 1901; !

“Now, therefore, I, A, H. Longino, Governor of the State of
Mississippi, by virtue of the authority vested in me do issue this
my

PROCLAMATION,

giving notice to all holders of said Mississippi State bonds, series
‘B,’ numbered from 1 to 800, to present same on July 1st, A. D.
1901, to the Treasurer of the State of Mississippi at his office in
the Capitol in the city of Jackson, Mississippi, for payment in full,
with accrued interest. Interest will cease on said bonds from and
after the 1st day of July, 190I.

“In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the great seal of the State of Mississippi to be affixed.

“Done at the Capitol in the city of Jackson, this the 4th day of
June, in the year of our Lord 1901,

“(Signed) A. H. LoNGINo, Governor.
“By the Governor, '
“J. L. PoweRs, Secretary of State.”

Under the foregoing call I have the honor to report that up to
the 1st of October, ‘1901, $338,000 of said bonds were presented
to and cashed by the Treasurer, and that $3,500 thereof have been
paid off and canceled since October 1st, aforesaid, including all
accrued interest on the bonds thus taken up.

The law governing the whole subject-matter relative to said
bonds is contained in the said Act of 1896, and being of opinion
that there was no constitutional or statutory inhibition to prevent
the State’s exercise of the option through its agents or fiscal offi-
cers, I deemed it wise and to the best interest of the State to pay
them off and stop the interest of $20,000 per annum. Especially
did this course seem proper in view of the fact that there was
ample idle money in the treasury to cover said bonds, not other-
wise appropriated by the Legislature or needed for present use.

STATE HOUSE BONDS,

Chapter 54 of the Acts of the Legislature of A. D., 1900, au-
thorized the Governor to have prepared a series of thirty - year
four per cent interest bonds of the State of Mississippi to the
amount of $1,000,000, to be sold by him to the highest bidder for
cash, at such times and in such amounts as he might elect. The
further additional sum of $2,500 was appropriated by said act for
engraving the said bonds and advertising the same for sale. By
Section 6 of the said act $40,000 was appropriated with which to
pay interest on the State house bonds aforesaid for 19oo.
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I confess to much pleasure in being able to report that no part
of said bonds has been prepared or sold, and consequently there
has been no occasion to use the money appropriated for interest, or
for lithographing, and that the State has thus been saved four per
cent interest, or $80,000, for the two years since the passage of the.
act.

It is proper to explain that there has been sufficient funds in the
treasury, not otherwise needed for public expenditure, to meet all
expenses of the new Capitol to date. I cherish the hope that the
State house will be carried to completion without the sale of any
part of the bonds originally intended to be the exclusive source of
funds for the building ; but whether my hopes in this respect shall
be realized or not will depend, of course, largely upon the action
of the Legislature in its appropriation of the revenues now on
hand and to accrue to the State from the ordinary revenue bearing
sources.

NEW STATE FARM.

Under the provisions of a law passed by the last Legislature
authorizing the Board of Control to purchase lands in the Yazoo-
Mississippi Delta for additional penitentiary farm (see Chapter 56,
Acts of 1900), I beg to report that acting in strict conformity to
said law the Board purchased 13,789.32 acres lying in the northern
part of Sunflower County, Mississippi, traversed by the Yazoo
Delta Railroad, at and for the price of $5.78 per acre. I am
pleased to report that of the many thousands of acres which were
offered and personally inspected by the Board of Control the tract
selected was, in my opinion, wisely purchased. It is fertile, well
located and we'l drained by means of permanent streams and
bayous ; the vast majority of it is first-class delta land, susceptible
of being put into profitable cultivation, and was purchased at a re-
markably low figure. It is being rapidly cleared and furnished
with necessary and suitable stockades for the safety and care of
the convict labor, and I confidently predict that within the next
two years sufficient land will be cleared and accommodations pro-
vided for the concentration and work thereon of all the convicts
except such as will be needed for the cultivation of the other con-
vict farm properties owned by the State.

By reference to the report of the Board of Control it will be
seen that four stockades, or homes for the prisoners, have been
built, and that about 2,000 acres of land have been cleared since the
purchase on January 12, 19o1. This has been done without cur-
tailing the operations of the Board, or lessening the land acreage
cultivated during the several preceding years. In order to make
the convicts self-sustaining and relieve the State from any burdens
of taxation on that account the Board has adopted the plan of
gradually clearing and developing the new property, dropping
only such leased farms as seemed expedient to the gradual open-
ing and cultivation of the new purchase. This scheme of yearly
clearing and concentration of men will be continued until in 1904,
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_ when I predict all the prisoners may be worked on the farms owned
by the State without the necessity of leasing as heretofore, and -
thus ‘ultimately relieve the State of the large sums now paid for
rent. I estimate that at the present rate of improvement the new.
farm will in three or four years more be worth a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars,

STATE TREASURER,

Owing to the unfortunate occurrences in connection with the
State treasury since the last adjournment of the Legislature it be-
comes my unpleasant duty to lay before you offictally the facts
which brought about the vacation of the office by Treasurer Stow-
ers, and the election of his successor.

In August last, acting under the requirements of Section 2159
of the Code, I counted the money in the vaults of the treasury, and,
upon verification, there was found a shortage in the cash called for
by the books to the amount of $181,252.52. Whereupon,acting
under requirements of the Code, I made and caused to be pub-
lished a certificate covering in detail the facts and conditions as
disclosed by such investigation and count, a copy of which certifi-
cate is as follows: :

“On August 15, 1901, I deemed it proper to verify the cash
balance on hand in the State treasury as shown by the books of
the Treasurer, and to that end I went to the treasury office on the
morning of the said 15th instant, without giving notice to any one
in said office, for the purpose of counting the money on hand, but
was informed by J. R. Stowers, Treasurer, that the time lock had
been put on ard that access to the cash was impossible before §
o’clock that evening. I returned to the treasury at that hour
when I counted the said funds in the presence of and with the as-
sistance of Auditor W. Q. Cole, J. R. Stowers, Treasurer, and
Charles Lowe, bookkeeper, in said office, who verified the correct-
ness of said count, and I found the condition of the funds of the
treasury on that day to be as follows, to-wit:

To cash on hand August 1st.......... $786,044 80
To cash received since................ 141,195 84
—$927,240 64
By bonds and warrants paid in August............ 86,772 23
Balance .........oiiii it $840,468 41
Currencyonhand .................... $443,876 oo
Goldonhand ..........ccvvviinnn., 117,490 76
Silver on hand ................. ..., 90,705 00
Cash items in the drawer.............. 7,144 13
Penitentiary accounts overdrawn for
which credit is given............... 18,631 08 677,846 97
Difference ...covvvriiirniiiennrenennennennns $162,621 44
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Attest: .
The Treasurer presented the following as
cash assets and asked that they be ' .

counted as cash, to-wit:
Due bill O. J. Waite, cashier First Nat.

Bank ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin., $ 10,000 0O
Receipt for draft for collection by F. B.

Neal, Assistant Cashier of Merchants

Bank ....ciiiiiiiiii e 25,000 00

$ 55,000 00

Allowing the Treasurer credit for the aggregate of
the above ‘three items claimed by him as cash,
there was still a balance belonging to the State
unaccounted for, as shown, amounting to the
SUM Of «iiviieeiiiieerieenroecnnnosonascanns $107,621 44 .

I indulged the hope that the amount of said shortage would
be replaced if opportunity and time were given before publicity of
the result of said count, and to the end that the State might thus
recover the money without further trouble, expense or loss, I en-
joined secrecy of those present on the whole proceedings, and
agreed with Mr. Stowers that I would make another count of the
money on Tuesday, August 2oth. On the day fixed I made the
said count with the following results, to-wit:

STATEMENT OF STATE TREASURY ON AUGUST 20, I1QOI.

To cash on hand August 1st........... $786,044 80
To cash received since................ 210,967 60$997,014 40
By bonds and warrants paid in August up
tothezoth ............oovuiiiin 91,100 0§
Balance .....coiiiiiiiiiii i e $905,914 35
Currencyonhand .................... $575,291 0o
Gold on hand ............c.ovuiuis 117,490 76
Silveron hand ................ ... 95,655 00
Cash items in the drawer.............. 1,332 53
Penitentiary account overdrawn for which
credit is given .............c0uetn 28,145 06
$815,914 35

Draft for collection for sale of I., I. & C.

lands in hands of Capital State Bank..$ 65,000 oo
Receipt for draft for collection by F. B.

Neal, Assistant Cashier Merchants

Bank ........... e eeeetia e 25,000 00

$905,914 35 905,914 35
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“The above simple statement of facts showing the condition of
the funds in the treasury on said counts is made as required of me
by Section 137 of the Constitution, and in my opinion the books of
the treasury show a correct statement of the amounts which should
have been in the' treasury on said 15th and 2oth days of August,

1901, respectively.
“(Signed) -

“A. H. LonciNo, Governor.”

“Afterwards, on the 23d day of August, the then Treasurer, J.
R. Stowers, gave out for publication a statement which appeared
in the newspapers, containing an admission of the correctness of
the count made by me, and confessing also a shortage to the
amount named, as shown by the foregoing copy of my certificate.
His printed statement was in words as follows:

“It is perfectly true, as stated by the Governor, that he came
to the treasury on the morning of August 15th and wanted to
count the cash. It is also true that he was told that this would be
impossible as the time lock was on and would not be off until 5
o’clock in the afternoon. It has been the custom of the office since
I assumed charge to take out what was thought to be enough for
the day’s business—usually about $40,000—and place this in the

_outside vault, putting the time lock immediately on the interior
steel safe until about closing time. This is for protection against
robberies during the daytime. The steel safe thus closed contains
the bulk of the money. It will thus be seen that it would be im-
possible for any one in the office to be robbed of this amount dur-
ing the daytime.

“The money left over from the day’s business is placed within
it and the lock turned on for g o’clock next morning. We thought
the precaution a wise one. Governor Longino’s statement is also
correct that he returned at 5 p. M., when he, Auditor Cole, Book-
keeper Lowe and myself counted the money and found the total
amount of $107,000 less than the books called for. No one was
more surprised than I when this was made clear, unless, indeed,
Mr. Lowe, the bookkeeper.

“Governor Longino asked me what I was going to do about it.
I told him that my cashier was up at Allison’s Well on a little trip,
and I would do nothing until he returned, when I was sure every-
thing woud be all right. I told him that neither Mr. Lowe nor
myself handled any of the money in the vaults. I have on several
occasions in the past instructed my cashier, Mr. Raiford, to place
the funds in the different banks on good State and other bonds,
because of the crowded condition of the safe shelves, and in pursu-
ance of this authority the money shown not to be on hand last
Thursday could not be counted. My cashier was notified and
came at once. On August 2oth Governor Longino returned, the
cash was counted and found to be all right.

~ “(Signed) . :
“J. R. STOWERS, State Treasurer.”
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In view of the statement made by the Treasurer that he had
instructed his cashier to place the funds of the treasury in the
different banks on good security, I addressed him the following
inquiries, to-wit:

“EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
“JAackson, Miss., August 27, 190I.

“Robert Stowers, State Treasurer, Jackson, Miss.

“Sir: In the statement printed in the newspapers of this city
on the 23d instant, purporting to be signed and given out by you
to the public in explanation of the shortage of the funds in the
treasury when the money was counted by me on the 15th instant,
I note that you say, I have on several occasions in the past instruct-
ed my cashier, Mr. Raiford, to place the funds in the different
banks on good State and other bonds, because of the crowded con-
ditiont of ii:e safe shelves, and in pursuance of this authority the
money shown not to be on hand last Thursday could not be
counted.

“Under the provisions of Section 2156 of the Code, paragrapn
(1), I have the honor to call on you to inform me in writing: Ist.
With what banks were said deposits made?

“(a) How much was deposited with each and the date thereof?

“(b) What security was taken by you? State fully or file
lists.

“(c) Has there been any consideration paid or agreed to be
paid by any depository or anyone else for the use of the State’s
funds deposited with or used by them?

“(d) Were entries of said deposits made by you on the books
in the Treasurer’s office? If so give the dates of entry, name of
book and pages thereof.

“(e) What evidence did you take from the banks showing such
deposits? Exhibit same or copies thereof with your statement.

“(f) If there are any other facts connected with the treasury
discrepancy which you deem proper to communicate please make
statement as if you were specially interrogated by me.

“I will thank you for the information herein requested by 9
o’clock A. M., the 28th instant if practicable.

“Respectfully,

“(Signed)

To which he replied:

“A. H. LoNGINO, Governor.”

“JAcksoN, Miss., August 28, 1901.
“A. H. Longino, Governor, Jackson, Miss.

“Sir: Your communication of August 27th was handed me at
4 o'clock p. M. In said communication you call attention to my
statement printed in the newspapers on August 23d, and call upon
me for certain information under the authority conferred upon you
by paragraph (1) of Section 2156 of the Code.

“In compliance with your request I beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing: Since my tenure in the office of State Treasurer began
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there has been an unprecedented accumulation of money in the
treasury, so much so that it has been impossible to find room for
even all the currency within the steel safe secured by the time
lock. Often all the silver and part of the currency had to be kept
outside of the steel safe in the insecure vault, and at this time there
is $94,000 of silver in the treasury, which has to be kept outside
of the safe. This insecure state of the money in the treasury has
been a source of alarm to me all the time; and in this feeling of
alarm for the danger of the situation you and other State officers
participated to the extent that an extra guard was appointed by
you. With this extra precaution the danger of the situation is not
relieved, because these two guards could be easily overcome and
silenced by a band of expert safe robbers, after so valuable a prize.

“Now, I am not a lawyer and do not pretend to be learned in
the technicalities of the law, but in reading the statutes upon the
duties of the Treasurer of the State, I have conceived it to be my
duty to receive and keep the moneys of the State, to disburse the
same agreeably to law and to take receipts and vouchers for mon-
eys disbursed and to keep proper accounts of the receipts and ex-
penditures. For the faithful discharge of this duty I gave bond
with good ‘securities and took the oath of office to perform them.
This I have honestly endeavored to do, and have done.

“In studying the statutes and laws regulating the duties of my
office, I have never found a requirement that all the money of the
State shall be kept in the vault and safe, especially under circum-
stances like those which I have encountered, where the crowded
condition of the treasury made it unsafe to keep it there. I have
conceived the law to be the same with reference to the State and
County Treasurers, and it is well known that the funds of nearly
every county in the State are deposited in’bank, subject of course
at all times to the call and control of the Treasurer, and ready to be
counted. In readihg Section 137 of the Constitution of the State
requiring the semi-annual statement to be published by the Treas-
urer, showing the condition of the treasury, with a certificate of
the Governor ‘that he had verified the count of the funds in the
treasury and found the balance stated by the Treasurer actually in
the vaults, or as the truth may be,” I did not conceive this to be a
requirement that the cash necessarily had to be in the vault at all
times, and under all circumstances, whether safe or unsafe. On
the contrary, I supposed if the cash balance in the treasury was in
the vault, or in good faith under the control of the Treasurer, safe-
ly kept and ready to be counted, the law and the conditions were
strictly complied with.

“Now, if I have made a mistake in this view of the law and in
acting thereunder, it has been an honest mistake, but be that as it
may, it was in this view of the law and under the peculiar condi-
tions of an overflowing and unsafe vault that the instructions to
Mr. Raiford, mentioned in my published statement, from which
you quote, were given. And you will observe that 1 was careful
to protect the funds of the State and to keep them absolutely safe,
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by requiring the cashier to have an amount of State bonds or other
good bonds, in lieu of the cash, and the solvency of the bank was
not even trusted. I can not conceive how I could have been more
careful of the State’s interest. I beg to further inform you that at
no time, with my knowledge and consent, were any funds that
could be conveniently and safely kept in the steel safe, under time
lock ever allowed by me to remain in bank, and no very large
amount in any one bank, and never was it allowed to stay in a
bank for a great length of time, and never allowed to remain in a
bank at all unless absolutely secured and when it was really safer
than it could have been in the old vault of the treasury. The se-
curity taken by me for any money allowed to remain in bank was
State bonds of equal amount with the deposit. I can not file a list
because when the cash was paid into the treasury the securities
were returned together with the certificates of deposits or receipt
which I held to show where the money was. °

“There has never been any consideration paid or agreed to be
paid me by any depository or any one else for the use of the State’s
funds deposited with or used by them.

“All proper entries were made truthfully on the books in the
Treasurer’s office of all moneys received and disbursed as the law
requires, and the books always showed the correct balance of cash
in the treasury, and any money left in a bank, as above stated, was
treated as cash in the treasury and was always subject to the call
and control of the Treasurer, and was so counted. The evidence
taken by me from the banks, when money was left with them, was
either a receipt or certificate of deposit to me as State Treasurer
held with the bonds in lieu of the cash and returned to them always
with the bonds to the bank when the cash was paid in. I can not,
therefore, exhibit the same nor a copy with the statement, but
they like the receipt or deposit certificates exhibited to you when
counts of the funds were made.

“In response to your request that I state any other facts con-
nected with the treasury discrepancy, which I deem proper to com-
municate, kindly permit me to make the following observations:

“The insecurity of the vault at the State treasury is the same
and there still exists the greatest danger of the treasury’s being
robbed, and but for your objection to the keeping of any portion of
the State funds elsewhere than in the vault, I should continue the
policy of keeping that portion of the funds which can not be placed
under the time lock in the steel safe, deposited elsewhere under
safe conditions ; but yielding my own views as to the legality of that
course to your better judgment and riper wisdom, I promise you,
who, as Governor of the State, has the legal duty devolving upon
you to superintend the Treasurer’s office and to direct its policy in
respect to how the funds may be kept, that from this time on dur-
ing my occupancy of the office your wishes in that respect shall be
observed and the money will all be kept in the vault, yet ft will be
with constant fear and alarm for the safety of that portion kept
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outside the time lock steel safe, remembering always that my bond
will have to make good any sum of which the safe may be robbed.
““You will observe that 1 have not named a bank in which any

of the State funds have been deposited in the manner above set out.
Before doing that I respectfully submit that I should know for
what purpose that information is desired. From what has ap-
peared in the public prints and from other sources, I have reason
to suspect that you intend to take legal proceedings against me and
possibly others. I do not feel conscious of having done any
wrong in the conduct of my office. Every dollar of the State’s
.money has been safely kept by me and is now in the treasury. In
justice to myself I will respectfullyask, before answering that ques-
tion, if it is your purpose to use the information in legal proceed-

ings? , Respectfully,
“(Signed)
“J. R. STowERs, State Treasurer.”

Upon the refusal of Mr. Stowers to disclose the facts called for
in my said letter of August 27, and being advised and of the opin-
jon that he had been guitly of gross misuse of a portion of the funds
intrusted to his keeping, and that the missing money had been
loaned out, I proceeded, under the authority conferred by Section
2158 of the Code, to suspend Treasurer Stowers from office, and
to that end addressed him a communication of which the follow-
ing is a copy: ‘

“EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
“JacksoN, Miss., August 28, 1901.
“Robert Stowers, State Treasurcr, Jackson, Miss.

“SIrR: Performing my duty under the laws of the State, hav-
ing reason to expect that you have been guilty of embezzlement,
peculation, defalcation or fraud in your office as State Treasurer,
or of permitting the same to be done; .

“Therefore, as Governor of Mississippi, I suspend you from
the office of State Treasurer in pursuance of the statute.

“Respectfully,
“(Signed)
“A. H. LoNGINO, Governor.”

By comparison with the records in the Auditor’s office, I was
convinced that the Treasurer’s books showed the correct amount
of money which should have been in the vaults of the treasury
when the count was made, and consequently deemed it unneces-
sary and of useless expense to the State to appoint an expert ac-
countant to investigate his said books.

Upon the removal of Mr. Stowers from the office of State
Tieasurer, I have the honor to report that I made forthwith tem-
porary appointment of G. W. Carlisle, Esq., a resident and quali-
fied voter of the city of Jackson, this State, to fill the said vacancy

temporarily, and who promptly and on the same day qualified and
took charge of the office. :
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Subsequently, on the 6th day of September, 1901, J. R. Stow-
ers tendered his resignation to me in writing, as shown by a copy
thereof following, to-wit:

“JAcksoN, Miss., September 6, 1901.
“To His Excellency, A. H. Longino, Governor of Mississippi.

“Sir: T hereby resign the office of Treasurer of the State of
Mississippi to take effect at once. Under the circumstances it is
proper that I should make this statement. I would not resign if
the books and funds of my office had not been examined and found
correct, and, therefore, I leave the office and its affairs in proper
and correct condition for my successor.

“When I accepted the office I had not had any experience in
financial affairs, nor in the administration of the office, and I was
ignorant of the law applicable to it, as well as the practical execu-
tion of its duties. In fact, I was not competent to keep the books
or administer, practically, the office. I never had any conception,
until recently, of the grave responsibility in law and in fact ap-
plicable to its administration.

“Even now there is contfariety of legal opinion as to what the
Treasurer can and what he can not do in keeping the public funds.
The common practice has heretofore obtained for State, county
and municipal officers to deposit funds in banks, and with no
thought of criminal liability ; but now I am advised by some, and
to the contrary by others, that it is a criminal offense to deposit
the State money in banks, even though the deposit is amply se-
cured by State bonds. So, too, I am advised that the Suprem=
Court has decided that a treasurer is liable on his bond for money
taken from the safe provided by the Board of Supervisors by rob-
bery by burglars; and that a State Treasurer is criminally liable,
under the Code, for failing to turn over to his successor the money
that should be on hand, without regard to how it got out of the
treasury; and that under such circumstances the Legislature
would be powerless to relieve because forbidden by Section 100
of the Constitution.

“With existing conditions of the treasury vault, and the risk
of committing a criminal offense and of liability on my bond, if the
money was put elsewhere, and my inability to personally run the
office, I have resolved never again to occupy the Treasurer’s office ;
and while my motives may be misconstrued by some, still I prefer
the course, and hence send this my resignation.

“If the construction of the statute prevails that a deposit of the
public funds in any bank, upon full security, imposed criminal lia-
bility on the.Treasurer, and as the overflowing condition of the
treasury practically requires, in the exercise of ordinary diligence,
that the money should not be left there, and if the robbery of a
bank were left, even on special deposit, would impose liability on
the Treasurer’s bond, and probably criminal liability on the Treas-
urer, then, these are consequences too grave for me to risk, as I
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am now advised of their existence, not to incur such a responsi-
- bility. Respectfully,
“(Signed)
“J. R. STOWERS.”

The resignation of Mr. Stowers made it necessary to order a
special election to fill such vacancy, which I accordingly did by due
proclamation directed to the Commissioners of Election of the
various counties, whereupon the said G. W. Carlisle was duly
elected to the office of State Treasurer, and it gives me pleasure to
say that he has discharged the duties of said office faithfully and
efhciently. o

. SECRETARY OF STATE.

It becomes my sad duty to make formal announcement to you
that Col. J. L. Power, late Secretary of State, departed this life at
his home in Jackson on the 24th day of September, A. D. 1g01.

His love for the State of Mississippi knew no bounds, and his
loyalty to its every interest was complete ; his respect for its laws
was reverential, and his contempt was supreme for those who wan-
tonly dishonored and disobeyed them. As a private citizen his
friendships were fervid and enduring, his enmities few, his philan-
thropy great and his charity sublime. In his death the State has
lost one of its most public spirited and useful men, and the admin-
istration of which he was a part one of its wisest counselors.

It became my duty under the law to fill by temporary appoint-
ment the vacancy in said office, caused by the death of Col. Powgr,
and I have the honor to report that Joseph W. Power, the faithful
assistant and son of the late Secretary, was appointed to fill said
vacancy until a successor could be elected.

A special election was accordingly ordered, and on the ‘5th day
of November, 1901, the said Joseph W. Power was duly elected to
the office of Secretary of State, to fill out the unexpired term of
his deceased father, and 1 am pleased to report that the new Sec-
retary is now administering the affairs of the office faithfully and
efficiently, and his report will acquaint you with the affairs of his
department.

GOOD ROADS.

The itinerary of the National Good Roads Association through
the State last spring stimulated the already active demand among
our people for better roads. The National Good Roads Associa-
tion, in conjunction with the Illinois Central Railroad Company,
ran a train laden with the most improved implements for working
public roads, and gave practical demonstrations at McComb City,
Oxford, Vicksburg, Natchez, Greenville, Clarksdale, Water Val-
ley, and Jackson.

To further stimulate the improvement of our public roads, I
deemed it of importance enough to call a State convention to con-
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vene in the city of Jackson during the two days that the Good
Roads train would be in Jackson.

Forty-two counties were represented at this convention. A
permanent organization effected with Hon. J. A. Redhead, Presi-
dent; W. Q. Cole, Secretary, and J. J. Coman, Treasurer. Reso-
lutions were passed looking to needed legislation. You will be
acquainted with their recommendations through the President,
and I earnestly recommend that you pass such laws as will further
the building of better roads in the State.

STATE REVENUE AGENT.

The amounts collected by and through the State Revenue
Agent and paid into the State, county, municipal and levee board
treasuries for the past two years is unprecedented in the historyv
of that office, and is ample evidence of the efficiency of Agent Wirt
Adams, who has conducted all suits instituted by him with fairness
and impartiality. By reference to his report it will be seen that
he has paid into the State Treasury the sum of $345,552.52, into
county treasuries the sum of $435,654.86, and into municipal treas-
uries the sum of $43,930.49, and into the levee board treasuries
the sum of $3,521.59, which, together with amounts in hands of
tax collectors ($52,150.62) makes a grand total of $1,096,958.05,
less his fees.

The success of the Revenue Agent in collecting these several
sums is sufficient proof of the wisdom of the Legislature in estab-
lishing this office and clothing it with wise laws. I am informed
that the Revenue Agent has certain suits pending in court for
taxes claimed by the State, which if successful, will considerably
augment the amounts already paid into the State treasury. His
report is full and complete and will put you in possession of the
transactions of his office for the past two years.

There has been some important litigation by the Revenue
Agent for the collection of back taxes from certain railroad com-
panies involving the subject of exemptions from taxation claimed
by said companies, whereby the good faith of the State has been
called into question by some persons who are not advised of the
real merits of the cases. In order that the Legislature may have
a better understanding cf the real issues involved I have deemed
it proper and just to all concerned to submit as nearly as possible
a succinct and comprehensive statement of the principles and ques-
tions involved in the litigation.

Your attention is directed to the following synopsis ot the
causes as decided by both courts:

The principal case—known popularly as the back tax case—was
that of the Y. & M. V. R. R. Co. et al. vs. Wirt Adams, State
Revenue Agent. The chief question involved in this case was
whether the union of the old Y. & M. V. R. R. Co. with the old L.
N. O. & T. R. R. Co. had resulted in merger or consolidation. If
in merger, then the exempticn from taxation remained. If in con-
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solidation then, as the consolidation resulted in a new corporation,
the new Y. M. & V. R. R. Co., Section 180 of the Constitution of
1890 applied, and the exemption was cut off by that section. The
Supreme Court of Mississippi had held in the Lambert case, 70
Miss., that the result was merger. This case was overruled by the
present Supreme Court, and the exemption consequently denied.
On appeal to the United States Supreme Court this last decision
was unanimously affirmed, not on any technicality, but the Supreme
Court of the United States took jurisdiction, and re-examined the
question independently, and then affirmed the conclusion of the
present Supreme Court of Mississippi, deciding in favor of the
State and against the railroad. The taxes involved were those for
the year 1892 and subsequent years up to and including 1899. As
the consolidation took place October 24, 1892, the railroad contend-
ed that the Supreme Court of Mississippi was wrong, at least as to
the taxes of 1892, since the taxes for that year were not exigible
till December 15th, though assessable February 1st. And so pay-
ing for all years except 1892, the railroad company obtained a re-
argument as to the taxes of that year. On this re-argument the
Supreme Court of the United States again unanimously affirmed
the judgment of the Supreme Court of Mississippi, holding the
railroad liable for the taxes of 1892, which the railroad company
then paid. The holding of this re-hearing was that the decision
of the Supreme Court of Mississippi to the effect that the taxes for
1892 were collectible was a construction of State statutes by the
State, Supreme Court, and hence not reviewable by the United
States Supreme Court.

The second case was that of the G. & S. I. R. R. v. Hewes, Tax
Collector. This case involved the question whether the exemption
from taxes which had been granted by the Legislature of 1882 to
the G. & S. I. R. R. had been repealed or not, even if originally
valid; and also whether, being a special exemption by a special, act
of the Legislature to a particular corporation, and not a grant of
exemption to all railroad corporations similarly situated, the Act
of the Legislature was not null and void, as violating the Consti-
tution of 1869, providing that “the property of all private corpora-
tions for pecuniary gain should be subject to taxation the same as
that of individuals.” The Supreme Court of Mississippi held
both that the exemption had been repealed, and that the act grant-
ing the exemption was void originally, as violative of said consti-
tutional provision. The court decided this case on the guthority
of opinion in Y. & M. V. R. R. Co. v. Adams, 77 Miss. The
United States Supreme Court again unanimously affirmed this
judgment, expressly on the first ground, that the exemption had
been repealed, and intimated very strongly its approval of the
second ground.

Since the last decision the railroad company has paid the taxes
on Canton, Aberdeen & Nashville R. R,. about $130,000, and has
dismissed its two cases in the Supreme Court, recognizing, I pre-
sume, the fact that the decision in the G. & S. I. R. R. case had
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settled them in accordance with the view of the Supreme Court of
Mississippi in the first back tax case aforesaid.

The Legislature will remember the effort made to secure a com-
promise of these taxes at the last session, and the high ground it
took that if the railroad owed the taxes all should be paid, and if
not, nothing should be paid, has thus been vindicated.

It will be seen also from a reading of the synopsis here given
that the Supreme Court of Mississippi enjoys the very high dis-
tinction of having received the concurrence of the United States
Supreme Court on every material principle involved in said cases.

SOLDIERS’ HOME.

Much has been said and written of late on the subject of the
State’s duty to the homeless and dependent Confederate soldiers in
our midst, and it is to be seen that there exists now in the public
conscience a well defined certainty of conviction that a duty rests
upon the State of Mississippi to establish and maintain, at public
expense, a soldiers’ home, where the indigent old Confederate, if
necessary, may spend his few remaining days on earth free from
the disturbing annoyances of want and helplessness.

In forming this conclusion as to the public wish, I have not
taken counsel from that sycophantic class who seek political favor
by the loud acclaim of love and loyalty toward the old soldier, but
who in time of his severe needs are content to commiserate his
fate rather than contribute to his wants. On the contrary, the
public will is made manifest through the quiet, non-political efforts
and unobtrusive methods of the patriotic women of the State, led
by the Daughters of the Confederacy, whose untiring efforts and
loyal sympathy have awakened the philanthropic sentiment of the
State to the justice and needs of such a home.

Though there are few places, perhaps, less inviting or more
cheerless than the average poor house, as they are commonly con-
ducted in this State, yet it is reported, on good authority, that
some of the disabled and dependent old soldiers have been com-
pelled to take refuge in these hovels of misery, and to exist on
what, by a strange perversion of language, is denominated public
charity.

This is not in keeping with the just sympathy so characteristic
of the people of Mississippi toward the needy residing in their
midst, and I commend for your consideration at this session the
wisdom and expediency of buying and equipping a home, where
the dependent old soldier may go for succor and rest, and feel
cheered back again almost into new life by the feeling of protec-
tion and support given him by his government—not as a poor
house pauper, but as an honored and welcome guest of the State,
which has possessed his unqualified affection and loyalty through
the years even of his suffering and paverty.

I apprehend that those who have family ties and homes of their
own, however humble, would not take refuge in the institution
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here advocated. I anticipate, further, that the number of guests
in the home would not be large. But be that as it may, the duty
of the State remains the same, whether the number is likely to be
great or small. ) .

In considering the question it is proper to remember that about
thirty-six years have elapsed since the war, and that the remnant
of those engaged therein are fast passing away, and that within
a few years at most there will be no need for a home for their ac-
commodation.

In considering, therefore, the purchase of property for the
purposes named, the length of tifne for its needs ought to be borne
in mind, and the property should be bought with reference to loca-
tion and character, so as to turn it to other valuable account to the
State when it has served its purpose as a soldiers’ home. By so
doing the State may not only discharge a proper and becoming
duty to its worthy defendants, but at the same time make a safe
ﬁnd even -profitable investment of the money expended on the

ofne.

There is a sentiment and an evident appropriateness in the
State’s ownership of Beauvoir, the home where President Jefferson
Davis resided at the time of his death, not only because he was
President of the Southern Confederacy, but because, also, of his
intimate association and active participation in the public affairs
of the State for over fifty years in the most interesting and stirring
scenes of its history. It is a proper sentiment, also, that the home
of their chief should be made the last abiding place of the loyal
old men who followed his leadership both in peace and war.

I am advised that the property can be purchased by the State
for this purpose from Mrs. Davis, the widow of tlie ex-president,
at a price below even its actual value, and I predict that as the years
go by Beauvoir will, by reason of its location and the senti-
ment that is attached to it, enhance in value even to the point
of a profitable investment to the State. I am advised that the
buildings will furnish sufficient and comfortable accommodations
for the number of inmates who will likely accept the hospitalities
of the home. Its location on the Gulf of Mexico, offering the
advantages of healthfulness to its guests, who will be shielded
alike from the winter’s cold and the summer’s heat, makes the
property ideal for the purposes named. I recommend also the
continuation of proper pension appropriation under existing law
to such parties as are entitled to receive such aid and who may not
elect to go into the home if established.

NATIONAL GUARD.

By reference to the report of Adjutant-General William Henry
you will be fully advised on all material matters touching the State
National Guard.

1 desire, however, to say further, that when needed to aid the
civil authorities in the enforcement of the law, the soldiers have
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responded promptly to the call of the Governor and discharged
their full duty with the courage becoming true soldiers. The men
have manifested a most gratifying and commendable willingness
to respond to the orders of their officers in every instance where
localities have beén threatened with riot or insurrection. When
ordered under arms to await urgent and quick orders they have
responded with such uncomplaining obedience and readiness for
duty that their action may be claimed oftentimes to have deterred
evil doers from the commission of deeds of great lawlessness and
breaches of the peace.

While it may be said that the mission of the National Guard
as defined by law, is to repel invasion, suppress riot, insurrection
and rebellion, yet experience demonstrates that the organization’s
greatest usefulness and value to the State is to prevent rather
than resist lawlessness.

It is a very common error to look upon the National Guard as a
mere social organization which is maintained for the simple amuse-
ment and pastime of its members, when it is in fact an important
and potent factor in our system of. government, and is so regarded
by law. - Thus Section 221 of the State Constitution requires the
Legislature to make annual appropriation for the efficient support
and maintenance of the organization, with only one limitation im-
posed upon such annuities, namely, that no part of such funds shall
be used to pay the soldiers except when in actual service.

Being, therefore, a patriotic functionary, volunteering its serv-
ices in defense of the State when necessary, and being ready at all
times to maintain the honor of the commonwealth by upholding
its laws, the National Guard is entitled to a better recognition of
its importance and usefulness than it is now receiving at the hands
of the State Legislature,.

It is highly essential to the proper maintenance of the organi-
zation, as well as to the discipline and instruction of the troops in
the arts of militarism, that they be brought together for a period
of common encampment at least once a year.

The Legislature, however, at its last session did not appropriate
sufficient money to defray, “for the two fiscal years, the necessary
and actual expenses of board and transportation of themselves
and equipments to and from the place of encampment. No gen-
eral encampment was held in 1900, and during the past year the
National Guard was forced to the humiliation of asking private
aid and the donation of funds to pay in part their encampment
expenses. I therefore recommend a more liberal appropriation
to this branch of the State government,

BOARD OF HEALTH.

I beg to direct special attention to the report of the Board of
Health which gives full and in detail the workings of that depart-
ment during the past two years. It gives me pleasure to state that
the physicians composing the Board are not only eminent in their
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great profession, but are also patriotic citizens and men of affairs
who have looked to the best interest of the State in their efforts to
administer the work of their department.

It must be borne in mind, however, that they have been power-
less to accomplish much toward the prevention and suppression
of contagious diseases for want of sufficient funds with which to
defray the expenses looking to this end. I commend to your care-
ful consideration the subject of public health within the State, and
to all such matters as properly belong to the department of the
Board of Health.

I will submit, at-a future day, for your consideration a commu-
nication from the State Medical Association.

CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT.

Under an Act of Congress approved January 16, 1901, entitled
“An Act making an apportionment of Representatives in Con-
gress,” it is provided that Mississippi be given eight Representa-
tives in the National Legislature. That act further provides that
the Congressional Districts shall be composed of contiguous and
compact territory, and containing as nearly as practicable an equal
number of inhabitants, and that the said districts shall be equal to
the number of Representatives to which the State may be entitled.

In view of the fact that Mississippi, by said act, is entitled to
an additional Congressman, it becomes necessary that the Legisla-
ture, at the present session, shall pass a bill redistricting the State
so as to comply with the provisions of said Act of Congress.

It becomes my duty, therefore, to submit the subject for your
consideration, and to recommend the enactment of a proper law
governing the subject-matter. I venture here to express the hope
that the high record of unselfish public duty which characterized
the actions of this body at its last session will be sustained and
made further manifest in this work, and that the districts will be
formed with an eye single to the public interest, and.without refer-
ence to individual political aspirations or personal interest.

BRANCH EXPERIMENTAL STATIONS.

The Board of Trustees of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College acting under the provisions of Chapter 61 of Acts of 1900,
located the branch experimental Station at McNeill, on the New
Orleans and Northeastern Railroad, in Pearl River County. For
information regarding this matter your attention is directed ‘to
the report of Hon. H. M. Street, chairman of the committee to lo-
cate the same. From the liberal donations made by the people of
" that section, I feel encouraged to believe that public attention is
being attracted toward practical industrial lines, and from the en-
couragement in the location of this station I am constrained to the
belief that your honorable body would do wisely to locate other
experimental stations, one in the delta, and I respectfully recom-
mend that you consider the matter and act as your judgment ap-
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proves, looking to the interest of the farming classes of our people.
The difficulties encountered at McNeill will, by a reasonable ap-
propriation from you, be overcome and place the station in position
to demonstrate to our people what can be done in an agricultural
way in the pine woods.

I respectfully recommend that you make appropriation suffi-
cient to carry this enterprise to successful ends, and to locate an-
other similar station somewhere in the Yazoo-Mississippi delta.

DISEASE OF ANIMALS.

It will be remembered that the live stock industry is of vital
and growing importance to the people of the State, and yet there
is no law on our statute books for the prevention, regulation or
suppression of dangerous, contagious or infectious diseases among
domestic animals.

A virulent and fatal epidemic of charbon or anthrax visited a
section of the delta during the summer of 1901, which almost com-
pletely devastated the live stock of every kind in that locality,
thus causing to their owners an estimate loss of more than
$200,000, exclusive of other loss of stock from blackleg, glanders,
Texas fever, hog cholera, and other stock diseases which are more
or less prevalent all the time, but which are constantly increasing
with the growth of the live stock industry.

During the prevalence of the charbon epidemic I visited some
of the infected places, where I witnessed the destructiveness of the
disease and became convinced of the impossibility of confining or
suppressing it in the absence of law or enforceable quarantine reg-
ulations, and I became furthermore convinced of the immediate
importance of practical legislation on the subject.

I therefore submit the matter as pertinent for consideration at
this special session, and recommend the passage of a law creating
the office of State Veterinarian, and providing for a State Live
Stock Sanitary Board to be clothed with authority to make and
enforce rules and regulations for the protection against contagious
diseases and the promotion of the health of domestic animals in the
State, and to determine upon and employ sufficient and practical
means to that end. I further recommend that a reasonable appro-
priation of funds be made to aid the said Board in carrying out
the purposes for which it may be created.

STATE LANDS.

The report of E. H. Nall, Land Commissioner, for the two pre-
ceding fiscal years shows larger sums collected for the sale ot
lands of the different holdings of the State than for any similar
period in the history of this department—which sales, exclusive of
the different college lands, amount to the sum of $182,081.33, and
that he has collected $3,540 in fees incident to the sale of said lands
together with $40 in rents, making the grand total received by him
for the two years $185,661.33.
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For a number of years prior to January, 19oo, the price charged
for tax lands held by the State had been fixed at one-half valuation
thereof, as shown by the assessment roll of 1892; but deeming it
wise and greatly to the advantage of the State to change the above
method of fixing the price, the Land Commissioner and I, in pur-
suance of the law authorizing us to regulate the selling price of
such lands, have adopted the following rule governing the same,
to-wit :

No State land shall be sold at less than the minimum statutory
price of $1.25 per acre. The Chickasaw school lands, statutory
price, $6 per acre. Forfeited tax lands shall be sold at their as-
sessed value as shown by the assessment roll of 1892, except in
cases where the assessed value was less than $1.25 per acre, and ex-
cept in cases where the price has heretofore been specially fixed by
the Governor and Land Commissioner.

As a rule the lands usually forfeited to the State for non-pay-
ment of taxes were at the time of sale unappreciated, and consid-
ered of small value, and consequently listed to the assessor corre-
spondingly low. The operations of the present rule have in some
instances quadrupled the price received for land sold, over the
former plan referred to, without seeming to discourage or lessen
the sales.

I quote from a report made to me by Commissioner Nall on
this subject, in which he says:
| “The sales of land for the past two biennial periods are as fol-
ows:

1898 and 1890 . vvv'vvrrernnnerinneeiie e, $ 91,470 54
1 (o7 033 T B {7 ) (X 185,061 33

“It will thus be seen that the sales for the past two years, 1900
and 1901, more than double the sales for the two preceding years,
mainly due to the better prices secured by judiciously advancing
the figures to correspond with the actual value of the lands.”

The affairs of this department have been carefully and wisely
managed by Commissioner E. H. Nall.

I beg to commend to your favorable notice the request by the
Land Commissioner for an amendment to the law, transferring to
his said department all the records pertaining to tax lands hereto-
fore kept in the Auditor’s office, and to require tax collectors here-
after to certify to his said department the lists of all lands for-
feited to the State for the non-payment of taxes, to be listed and
recorded in his said department, with authority to deal with same
in all matters of redemption, instead of by the Auditor of Public
Accounts, -

SCHOOLS.

Under the term “Common Schools” are embraced all the
schools of the State to which the general fund appropriated by the
Legislature for free schools is distributed. These schools are di-
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vided into two classes, namely : Separate school districts and rural
schools.

The report of the State Superintendent of Education, récently
issued, shows that 74 of the towns in Mississippi are organized
into separate school districts, and it is gratifying to report that
they, as a rule, have commodious, handsome and suitable buildings,
and that during the scholastic year ending 1900, the enroliment
was approximately 34,000, and for the year 1901 they enrolled in
the aggregate 35,736 pupils. The average number of days taught
in said schools during the last scholastic year was 163.3, or mors
than eight scholastic months. It further appears from the Super-
intendent’s report that the total amount of money collected for
these schools for the last scholastic year was $412,449.83, and I
estimate the same amount for 19oo. These are gratifying statis-
tics, and show that the citizens of the towns are progressive, and
are keeping well in the van of the great educational movement
now in progress in this country. It will further appear from the
above that the approximate per capita per annum of all the funds
received was $11.55 on the total enrollment.

It may be interesting to extend this line of statistics to the
State colleges for the last two years. The average amount_ per
capita per annum expended on the students enrolled in these insti-
tutions for the last two years was as follows:

State University .....c.covvvviiiiiniineeeeernrennnn. $129 54
Agricultural and Mechanical College.................. 74 33
Industrial Institute and College............covvvvnn. 68 95
Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College........... 51 48

Add the appropriations of the last session of the Legislature for
repairs and improvements on these institutions, the above figures
will stand:

State University .....vveiieeeerereiieneeennneenns $196 60
Agricultural and Mechanical College................. 123 00
Industrial Institute and College.............c..oovnn. 104 63
Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College........... 58 79

The approximate total enrollment in the rural schools for the
scholastic year 19oo and 19o1 was 691,742, which would make a
per capita allowance out of their share of the $2,000,000 appropri-
ated by the Legislature for the said two years of $2.62 per annum.
The average number of days taught in these schools was go, and
there were employed in them during the year 1900 approximately
7,420 teachers, and during the year 1901, 7,805 teachers. It will
thus be seen that the average salary paid to these teachers per an-
num out of the State common school appropriation for the two
years was only about $119 each, or $24.25 per month for the school
term of four and one-half months. It will be remembered, how-
ever, that some of these counties also derived assistance from the
Chickasaw school fund, and others supplemented the State allow-
ance by county levies, and other sources, thus increasing the
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school fund above the State appropriation, and hence increasing to
some extent the general average paid to teachers, as will appear
from the State Superintendent’s report.

I have not at hand the exact data from which to make all of
the above calculations, but I think they bear sufficient relative and
approximate correctness to serve the purpose for which they were
intended, namely, to illustrate the disparity in amounts of public
‘funds which to the maintenance of the rural schools, as com-
pared to the %‘:ate’s other educational institutions.

I heartily approve the liberality manifested toward the State’s
colleges and separate school districts and glory in the success of
these institutions, but I desire to enter a special plea in behalf of
the country schools. History has fully shown that the diffusion
of education among the masses is one of the greatest sources of
material prosperity. to any commonwealth, and that where moral
and intellectual advancement have kept pace with the progress of
the times, happiness has been most generally distributed, and the
higher wants of man more adequately provided for. It is proper
to mention in this connection that in the rural schools are to be
found 89} per cent of our educable children, who are to become so
large a portion of the citizenship of the State. The vast majority
of these children will never attend any other schools than these,
and so with an average term of only go days they must, in the very
nature of the case, grow up without proper education. We have
an army of faithful, conscientious public school teachers, many of
whom can not afford to follow teaching strictly as a profession,
but must supplement their meager earnings from that source, or
else go unsupplied with any of the comforts and half the necessi-
ties of life. These teachers, though overworked and half paid,
render the State a service which none can gainsay, and which [
trust the Legislature will see fit to recognize by increasing the
appropriation for the public schools so as to provide better salaries
and longer terms. I recommend that this be done, even though
the Legislature finds it necessary to ecconomize expenditures along
other lines of public work.

It is my opinion that the Legislature should be vested with the
power to require the several counties to levy a tax to be used in
addition to the State appropriation for the maintenance of their
respective schools for a longer term than four months. Section
206, however, of the Constitution seems to leave it optional with
any county or separate school district to make such a levy or not;
and I take the liberty of suggesting to the Legislature the wisdom
of submitting an amendment to said section, giving the Legisla-
ture authority to require such supplemental aid by the counties,
to be voted on by the people.

I direct attention to the fact further that Mississippi has made
no provision for a normal or training school for its common school
teachers. It is now a well recognized fact by all that the training
of the children of the State should be in the hands of teachers pos-

2XHI
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sessing not only good common school educations, but who have
that professional training which will enable them to develop sys-
tematically, methodically and intelligently the minds, bodies and
characters of the children. To secure this end it is highly impor-
tant that the teachers receive technical training, and I would rec-
ommend that a State training school for teachers be established,
as recommended by the State Superintendent, so planned and con-
ducted that the humblest of our country teachers might be able to
get, at the lowest possible cost, that instruction which would pre-
pare them for their great work.

The State Superintendent has recommended in his report to
you the advisability of ordering an enumeration of the educable
children in 1902. His request has been numerously seconded by
county superintendents of education, and I submit the subject to
you for such action as you deem expedient in the premises.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

The reports of the Board of Trustees of the State University
show an enrollment, including post graduates, of 287 students for
session 1899-1900, and of 260 for the session 19oo-19oI.

In the summer terms of the University, maintenance for which
was generously provided by Mrs. Fanny J. Ricks, of Yazoo City,
Miss., 69 students attended in 1900, and 141 in the summer of
IQOI.

I am advised that the present session of the University began
under most auspicious surroundings, and is characterized by a
good attendance, most excellent work and harmony and good feel-
ing between students and faculty.

Throughout its history the University has maintained a de-
servedly high reputation for thorough training and high scholar-
ship. The present scope of its instruction includes academic
courses, a school of law, and engineering courses, but very proper-
ly no preparatory department. There has been, in late years, a
marked growth in the extent of its work and usefulness.

In a letter and memorial to the Governor and Legislature, the
Board of Trustees set forth the affairs of the University in detail,
and show also its needs.

The enlargement of its work, as well as the proper provision
for its necessary current expenses and for such suitable equipment
as will make the institution efficient and thorough should receive
the careful attention of the Legislature. I commend a reading of
the report of the Board of Trustees, showing the needs of the col-
lege, and from which it will be secen also that new electric and
steam heating plants have been added to the institution, as pro-
vided by Chapter 16, Acts of 1900.

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

The present marks an epoch in the affairs of the Agricultural
and Mechanical College not approximated in its history. The en-
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rollment for the session ending June, 1900, was 386, and for the
session of 1901 was 516.

At your last session you made appropriation for a textile de-
partment for the training of young men in the manufacture of the
chief product of our State, thus bringing about a new industry and
awakening the people to the possibilities likely to result to the
State from the manufacture of cotton in our own midst into fab-
rics. It is with pleasure that I point to the model building and
well equipped textile department now organized at .the college.
The Board of Trustees have been careful in expending the money
appropriated for the purpose of inaugurating this much needed
technical training, and while they have exceeded the said appropri-
ation, it will be found upon investigation that the State has a build-
ing and equipment far in excess of the amount expended. Too
much can not be said in praise of the possibilities resulting from
this new department of the college. It is a well known fact that
every cotton mill erected in the South has in the past been forced
to go to New England for its operatives and depend upon them
for success. Under the system inaugurated at the A. & M. Col-
lege our boys can be trained in the technical branches of cotton
manufacturing and become thoroughly equipped to take charge of
any branch of that industry, thus giving employment, at good sal-
artes, to the graduates of our school. I invite your attention to
the report of the Board of Trustees and of the Director of the tex-
tile department for further information regarding this matter.

The full and comprehensive report of the Board of Trustees,
with that of the President, will acquaint you with the conditions
and wants of the college, as well as its broader plane of usefulness,
and I respectfully recommend the suggestions therein made to your
consideration for such legislation as your wisdom approves.

Since your last session Mr. J. J. Coman, who was appointed by
the Board of Trustees to sell the lands donated by the Government
to the State, for the use and benefit of the college, succeeded in
selling said lands for the sum of $138,571.90.

INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE.

Under the successful management of President A. A. Kincan-
non, the college, since the last adjournment of the Legislature, has
passed through two of its most prosperous and successful years.

The President and his corps of teachers, who are consecrated
to the college, are doing a great work in the education of the girls
of the State,

There were in attendance during the session of 1899-1900 395
young ladies, and for the session 1900-19o1 there were 475 in at-
tendance, while more than 500 are enrolled for the present term.

The constantly increasing attendance upon the college is evi-
dence of emphatic approval by the people of industrial training of
the girls of the State, and of the aims and purposes of the institu-
tion.

Iy W
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Since the last sitting of the Legislature a new handsome and
very modern additional dormitory has been added, a modern up-
to-date brick hospital erected ; the system of heating and plumbing
throughout the buildings has been much improved and extended;
the fencing and grounds greatly improved and beautified, besides
many -other improvements and repairs which will be made known
to you by the President in his report.

The money appropriated for the institution will all be properly
accounted for in the reports of the Board of Trustees.and Presi-
dent, to which your attention is directed.

I commend to your favorable consideration all the needs of the
institution which will be brought to your attention by the reports
of the Trustees and President as aforesaid.

ALCORN AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE.

The affairs of the institution have been conducted without se-
rious friction for the past two years, and the present session marks
an improvement not excelled in the history of the college. The
President’s report discloses the fact that the negroes are appreciat-
ing the advantages offered by this college, for their training along
industrial lines as never before, and the attendance bids fair to
overtax the capacity of the present dormitory room, which is al-
ready much crowded.

The report of the Board of Trustees will acquaint you with the
necessities of the college and of the expenditures of the money last
appropriated, and I most respectfully invite your attention thereto.

The Trustees of this institution, following the example of sim-
ilar ones in other States, and of our own State University and
white Agricultural and Mechanical College, recently passed an or-
der for the admission of eirls to said institution, and to that end a
contract was subsequently let by the Board for the erection of a
suitable dormitory for their accommodation, and you will be asked
to make appropriation to pay for said building. As above stated,
there is ample precedent for the action of the Board in this regard,
and this action should be well received and approved by both the
Legislature and the people.

Though education is the natural right of all, and though vol-
umes have been written to prove the necessity for the enlighten-
ment of the masses, and to show that the progress of all countries
is immediately dependent upon and directly proportioned to the in-
tellectual and moral advancement of the citizenship, and though
the experience of all countries confirms what has thus been writ-
ten, yet history proves also the fact that no race of people was ever
brought up to those standards of morality and social decorum, so
indispensable to good citizenship, by educating only the men and
-withholding from its women those means by which intelligence
is fostered and virtue exalted. It must be admitted that social and
moral improvement is the hope of the negro race, and as proven
by the experience of all the past such reforms must begin with the
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wives, daughters and mothers, in the chastity and sanctity of the
home. .

The State has not hitherto furnished any school for the higher
education or industrial training of negro girls, and it was to meet
this need, so far as possiblé that the board of trustees of the Alcorn
College’decided to admit them into said institution, and I recom-
mend a suitable appropriation for the dormitory aforesaid.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

This institution is doing good work in the normal training of
negroes. Its graduates find employment and show most excellent
training. The appropriation made to the school is small, but brings
good returns. The board of trustees is watchful of all the inter-
ests of the school, and looks well to the proper expenditure of
funds appropriated. I recommend the usual appropriation.

INCREASE OF SALARIES.

True governmental policy requires the selection of those for
office who are not only good men and true, but who are possessed
also of superior efficiency and fitness for the responsible trusts they
are called on to discharge. To insure the services of such men the
government must be liberal and just in its compensations. Prefer-
ence and selection by one’s countrymen to office is an honor that
is pleasing to most men, and by reason of such distinction many
will make sacrifices of private interests to accept official prefer-
ment, provided the loss is not too great to them. But the fact
that men are willing to accept office on small pay is no excuse to
the State for not giving what their services are properly worth,
and for obvious reasons is contrary to wise public policy not to do
so. That “the laborer is worthy of his hire” is an adage which
finds application no less to the public official than to those engaged
in private enterprise. I beg to suggest that in my humble judg-
ment the State officials, Supreme and Circuit Judges, Chancellors
and District Attorneys are not sufficiently compensated for the
very laborious and responsible work which they perform for the
State. It should be the desire of all Mississippians that those whom
they select for the highest official and judicial places in their gov-
ernment should receive such liberal remuneration for the high
services they render as would yield to them at least such an easy
and comfortable living as would exempt them from embarrass-
ment. :

I submit that the salaries now paid the above named officials
are insufficient to meet the financial demands upon them, incident
to an independent and comfortable livelihood for themselves and
families and the education of their children.

I commend the subject for the increase of salaries to the Leg-
islature at this session, and in doing so it can not be said that I am
actvated by any selfish concern, for it will be remembered that the



38 Housg JOURNAL

Governor is forbidden by the Constitution to either succeed him-
self or to receive any increase of salary during his term of office.

INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND.

The attendance at this institution for the past two years has
been up to the standard, and its affairs have been conducted with
wisdom and economy. The appropriation of $4,000 made by your
honorable body fop the erection of accommodations for the colored
blind children was not used, for the reason that the Board of Trus-
tees found that a suitable building could not be erected for the said
amount, and they wisely decided that it was best not to expend the
money at all, rather than erect a building too small and insufficient
for'the needs of the institution. )

The superintendent and teachers are working in harmony and
doing most excellent service in the education and training of the
blind in various lines of industrial work. It gives me pleasure to
report that Dr. Sims, the superintendent, is an eye specialist who
has achieved much success and distinction in that line of work,
and has had the proud satisfaction of having restored a number of
his pupils to sight, some of whom, I am advised, have been dis-
charged by him and are in attendance upon the common schools
with seeing pupils.

The report of the Board of Trustees, with that of the superin-
tendent, will inform you of the needs of the institution, and I
recommend that proper appropriation be made for its support
and maintenance.

DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTE.

This institution has, during the past two years, sustained its
former record in the training and education of the deaf youths of
the State,

It will appear from the report of the worthy superintendent
that the attendance in the institution is the largest in its history,
and I am pleased to report that harmony and good feeling prevails
therein and nothing has occurred since the last session of the Leg-
islature to detract from the splendid reputation heretofore enjoyed
at this school. On the contrary, it has, under the able manage-
ment of Superintendent Dobyns, aided by his corps of faithful and
efficient teachers, continually advanced to a higher plane of work
and usefulness. It is needless for me to dwell upon the impor-
tance of the institution or the duty of the State to those who attend
it—both are self-evident—I therefore recommend an appropriation

-for its support and maintenance for the next two years.

EAST MISSISSIPPI INSANE HOSPITAL,

The arduous duties imposed upon the Governor have prevented
my visiting this institution as often as I would like during the past
two years, but I feel justified in saying that its affairs have been
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administered with care and prudence by the Board of Trustces,
who have been watchful in the expenditure of the appropriation,
and that the medical superintendent has performed his duty with
eminent satisfaction. I commend to your reading the reports of
the Trustees and Supermtendent which are full of interest and
which will acquaint you in detail with the necessities and affairs
of the institution. guch recommendations as are made for the
more efficient management and care of the unfortunates should re-
ceive your honorable consideration.

STATE INSANE HOSPITAL:

Being personally familiar with the affairs of this institution,
enables me to say that they have been conducted for the past two
years with wisdom and economy. The total number of patients
received during the year 1900 was 1,074, and during the year 1got
was 1,249. The daily average during the year 1goo was 876.2.
and for the year 1901, 978.6, and yet the average cost of main-
tenance of each patient has been reduced from $110.39 for the year
- 1900 to $100.03 for the year 1go1 without detriment to the patients
or lessening their comforts. This speaks well for the Superin-
tendent, Steward and Board of Trustees, whose care over the in-
stitution has been vigilant and wise.

The Board of Commissioners, created by Chapter 8 of the Acts
of 1900, have faithfully executed the trust imposed upon them,
and have completed two large annex buildings, sufficient for
the accommodation of 420 additional patients in a most satisfac-
tory manner, and at a price to the State far below the most san-
guine expectations.

The report of the Medical Superintendent and Board of Trus-
tees is complete, and will acquaint you with the needs of the in-
stitution, to which I invite your careful and favorable considega-
tion,

CHARITY HOSPITAL.

The well established reputation of the hospital at Natchez and
- the Charity Hospital at Vicksburg for economy, good management
and skillful and successful work furnish sufficient guarantee of
continued good results to merit favor at your hands. The reports
of their worthy superintendents will acquaint you with the work
done in said institutions and their respective Boards of Trustees
will make known their needs of money.

LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION OF 1QO3.

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition, which is to open in the
city of St. Louis, Missouri, in 1903, promises to be one of the
most extensive and comprehensive exhibits of modern times of the
natural possessions, scientific and industrial progress of the age,
not only of the States of this Union, but of foreign lands as well.
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There is perhaps no section which possesses more varied and
natural resources than Mississippi, or which offers greater induce-
ment to capital seeking investment, or the immigrant hunting a
home, and yet the State of Mississippi has never seemed to fully
appreciate the importance of incurring expense in the advertise-
ment of these facts to outside world, while other States not so
well endowed by nature with the rich gifts of soil, timber, mineral
and climate have made themselves rich and populous by properly
proving their possessions on such auspicious occasions.

Just at this time, when the public eye seems to be watching
more intently than ever before the rich undeveloped possessions of
the State, I submit that so favorable an opportunity for advertising
Mississippi as will be offered by the St. Louis Fair should be ac-
ceptéd as a great auxiliary force toward quickening her growth
and greatness.

I therefore recommend the passage of a suitable bill providing
for a becoming exhibit of the State’s wealth and resources, and
that an adequate appropriation be made therefor.

PROCEEDS OF SALE OF LANDS DONATED TO THE STATE FOR THE USE
OF UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGES.

The proceeds of the lands sold for the use and benefit of the
University, Agricultural and Mechanical College, Industrial Insti-
tute and College and Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College
upon which you are required by Section 212 of the Constitution to
pay six per cent interest, is as follows, to-wit:

Amount to the credit of the University............ $134,668 24
Amount to the credit of Agricultural and Mechanical

College .......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienennn, 141,532 55
Amount to the credit of Industrial Institute and Col-

lege ........vu et i 156,488 75
Amount to the credit of Alcorn and Mechanical Col-

lege «oovviiiiiii i i e 96,206 27

All these amounts have been placed in the State treasury to
the credit of the several institutions as required by Chapter 46 of
the Acts of 1898. -

MISSISSIPPI BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

On February 9, 1901, I appointed the following named gen-
tlemen as Commissioners to confer with a like commission ap-
pointed by the Governor of Louisiana to consider the water
boundary line between the two States, and arrange for the easy
location and identification of the same by a proper system of buoys,
to-wit:: :
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Hon. J. I. Ford, Scranton, Miss.

Hon. E. J. Bowers, Bay St. Louis, Miss.

A. Keller, Bay St. Louis, Miss.

Hon. W. A. White, Biloxi, Miss.

Hon. H. T. Howard, Biloxi, Miss.

This commission met at Biloxi and elected H. T: Howard
chairman and J. I. Ford secretary. Their report, which is trans-
mitted to you, will acquaint you with the whole matter, and from
which you will find that they suggest a friendly suit in the Su-
preme Court of the United States as the best method to fix the
true boundary between the two States. I submit the matter for
such legislation as in your judgment is best.

COMMISSION APPOINTED TO ASCERTAIN AND DETERMINE THE POSI-
TIONS OCCUPIED BY MISSISSIPPI TROOPS IN
DEFENSE OF VICKSBURG.

Under the provisions of Chapter 37 of the Acts of 1900, page
33, I appointed the following gentlemen as commissioners to ascer-
tain and determine the positions occupied by Mississippi troops in
the defense of Vicksburg, to-wit:

4th Infantry Regiment—T. M. Murphree, Pittsboro.

3s5th Infantry Regiment—Redus McCoy, Scooba.

36th Infantry Regiment—W. M. Roberts, Nettleton.

37th Infantry Regiment—]. F. Parker, Ellisville.

38th Infantry Regiment—]. H. Jones, Woodville.

4oth Infantry Regiment—]. H. Carroll, Starkville.

42d Infantry Regiment—]. H. Burrell, Carthage.

43d Infantry Reglment—J. O. Banks, Columbus.

46th Infant iment—S. R. Martin, Vicksburg.

Third Batalhon ? M. Knight, Crosby.

sth Regiment Mississippi State Troops—S. E. Bass, Carley.

P stmssnppl Partisan Rangers (Company)—W. A. Ward, West
oint.

1st Mississlppi Light Artillery—]. L. Power, Jackson.

Batteries of same:

A—Col. C. E. Hooker, Jackson.

C—Capt. W. T. Ratliff, Raymond.

D—~Col. J. G. Hamilton, Durant.

E—]. B. Simpson, Poplar Creek.

G—W. L. Herrin, Monroe.

I—Robert Bowman, Yazoo City.

L—Geo. H. Tompkins, Vicksburg.

14th Mississippi Light Art;llery Battalion—W, W. Perkins,
Batesville.

One battery of same—C. B. Vance, Batesville.

Hudson’s Mississippi Battery—E. S. Walton, Sardis.

The commission met in the city of Vicksburg on the 15th day
of May, 1901, and the full report is submitted for such action as in
your judgment may seem proper.
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STATE LIBRARY.

From the report of the State Librarian you will learn that the
already vast collection of legal, scientific and literary works are be-
ing continually added to until there is no room to conveniently ar-
range them,

The Librarian has made a complete catalogue and index of the
library, and has performed her duties with ability and satisfaction.

The report of the Librarian will disclose the needs-for the next
two years.

ASSESSORS.

In December, 1900, the Auditor informed me that the appro-
priation made by your honorable body for payment of county as-
sessors had been exhausted, and that $1,000 was due H. S. Car-
penter, Assessor of Perry County, and that $834.64 was due E. S.
Jeffries, Assessor of Claiborne County. Their rolls were full and
complete, duly accepted and approved by the Board of Supervisors
and filed with the Auditor of Public Accounts. Recognizing the
injustice of their having to wait until your meeting in January,
1902, I paid these claims out of the executive contingent fund,
taking their receipts therefor.

NOTARIES PUBLIC.

Section 3040 of the Code provides that the Governor may ap-
point one or more notaries public for each city or town. Section
3047 of the Code makes all Justices of the Peace and Clerks of
the Circuit and Chancery Courts notaries by virtue of their offices
and clothes them with all the powers belonging to the office of
notary public. Clerks and Justices of the Peace are constitutional
offices forming a very important part in the official system of the
State which can not be dispensed with. These officials are but
poorly paid at best, but when a large percentage of the fees which
they might earn are divided by notaries public a hardship is thus
wrought upon the occupant of the said constitutional offices.

I therefore recommend that said Section 3040 of the Code be so
amended as to authorize the appointment of notaries only in places
where there is neither Justices of the Peace nor Clerks of the Court.

NEW STATE HOUSE.

I beg to report that under the provisions of the Act of the last
session of the Legislature to create a State House Commission,
and to provide for the building of a new State House, I appointed
Prof. J. C. Hardy as the Commissioner which the act authorized
the Governor to appoint, and that in pursuance of the nomina-
tion of P. A. Rush, Esq., by the Senate, and W. G. Stovall, Esq.,
by the House of Representatives, the said nominees were appoint-
ed by me as members of the State House Commission, and all of
the said appointees, together with the Governor and Attorney
General, duly qualified as such Commissioners.
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Under the authority conferred by Section 6 of the Act, L. T.
Fitzhugh was appointed by the Governor as Secretary of said
State House Commission.

After due organization, as aforesaid, Commissioner J. C. Hardy
was elected by the Board of Trustees of the Agricultural and
Mechanica] College of Mississippi to the Presidency of that insti-
tution, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of President John
M. Stone, and on the 7th day of April tendered his resignation as
a member of the Commission to assume his new duties with the
college, thus creating a vacancy on said Commission; whereupon
I appointed R. H. Thompson, Esq., as his successor.

I have to make known also that on the 3d day of September,
1901, Commissioner P. A. Rush resigned from said Commission,
and that on the same day I appointed Hon. R. A. Dean in the
place instead of Mr. Rush. Both of said appointees qualified as
required by the act.

J. F. Barnes, an eminent contractor and builder of Greenville,
Miss., was duly elected under the provisions of said Act by the
Commission as its advisory or confidential superintendent of the
work on the building, and has made full and comprehensive re-
ports on all matters referred to him by the Commission for in-
spection or investigation, and has made a general written report
on the progress and manner of work at each meeting of the Com-
mission.

The Commission, in pursuance of the provisions of the Act
aforesaid, gave notice by publication in newspapers for a com-
petitive architectural contest before said Commission for the best
set of plans and specifications for the Capitol to be erected, and in
response to such notice or call, fourteen architects entered the
contest and submitted plans.

The Commission gave the plans and specifications of each com-
petitor the most careful and analytical study and inspection of
which the members were capable, aided by the authors of each
plan respectively, but when the Commission had thus gone through
with all of the plans it found so much of apparent excellence in
each that it was unable, owing to its inexperience, in such work,
to decide which of the competitors came best up to the require-
ments and needs of the State. It deemed it wise, therefore, and
to the interest of public safety, to call into consultation an emi-
nent and disinterested builder for counsel on the merits of the
plans submitted, and accordingly procured the services of Mr.
Bernard H. Green, of Washington, D. C., who stands at the head
of his profession and enjoys a national reputation as a builder,
who made, in connection with the Commission, a close and thor-
ough study of all the plans and specifications, including the cost
of erection. After such review and study of all the plans by Mr.
Green, he reported in favor of the one submitted by Architect
Theodore C. Link as being the best, both as to scheme and general
utility for a State House. The Commission thereafter adopted
the plan and specifications of Mr. Link, and gave due notice by
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advertisement to let the contract for the building according to
the plans and specifications thus adopted.

n the day fixed by the Commission and named in the adver-
tisements sealed bids were filed with the Board, being twelve in
number, which were opened and examined in regular session.

Upon inspection of said bids the Commission found that all
were higher than justified by the appropriation, and that it was
necessary to make alteration in the original specifications in order
to bring the cost of the work within the range of the money avail-
able. hereupon, Architect Link, by authority and under direc-
tion of the Commission, made changes in the specifications, dis-
carding certain expensive material specified for interior decora-
tion work, substituting therefor equally substantial but less costly
materials—for example, providing the use of domestic marble m-
stead of the costlier grades of foreign material, and other
changes of like effect on the cost of inside decoration work. The
changes ordered do not affect the size, shape or usefulness of the
building, but the original design and plan will, in all the substan-
tial and material particulars, be carried out in the completion of
the building.

All the original bids aforesaid were rejected, and the said bid-
ders were invited to submit bids for the contract with the modified
specifications as aforesaid, and bids were accordingly submitted,
when it was found that Messrs. A, E. and W. A. Wells were the
lowest bidders. The contract was accordingly awarded to them
on their bid of $833,179. Before making contract with them the -
. Commission was in possession of satisfactory testimonials as to the
financial ability, integrity and thorough competency of Messrs.
Wells to carry out their contract and erect the State House accord-
ing to plans and specifications. Before entering upon the work
they gave the required bond, and it gives me pleasure to say that
they have conducted the work in a most competent and satisfactory
manner, fulfilling the requirements in all particulars, thus sustain-
ing their reputation as honest and competent contractors and build-
ers,

Before preparing the foundation plans and specifications the
architect made preliminary test, boring to the depth of ten feet to
obtain information as to the character of the sub-soil for the
foundation of the building. Said borings showed suitable and
substantial clay to a depth which seemed sufficient for the bottom
of the foundation, and in preparing the specifications therefor the
said boring tests were employed to determine what should be the
depth of the trenches and the width and thickness of the founda-
tion walls, and the contract was let upon data thus obtained. But
subsequently when the contractor had cut and removed the dirt
from the trenches to the depth named in the specifications and in
his contract, it was discovered to the great discomfiture of all con-
cerned that the clay stratum, suitable for a foundation, did not ex-
tend to a sufficient depth below the bottom of said trenches to in-
sure a safe foundation, and that there was an underlying stratum
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of marl and treacherous earth highly susceptible to the influences.
of both moisture and drouth. Notwithstanding the contract was
let for the erection of the building at a fixed sum, the Commis-
sion was unwilling to risk the foundation in the soil aforesaid, or
to hazard any chances on the ultimate strength and success thereof,
but felt serious embarrassment on account of the financial situation
that confronted them, but because of this unforeseen large addi-
tional outlay of money that would be necessary to secure such
?trength of foundation as the size and needs of the building called
or. .
It will be borne in mind that the contract of W. A, & E. A.
Wells extended only to the erection of the house, but did not in-
clude the items of cost incident to the work of heating and light-
ing or the furniture. In awarding the contract therefor the Com-
mission was not unmindful that $1,000,000 was the maximum for
expenditure on the building complete, including the above named
items. Before awarding any contracts the Commission endeav-
ored to make reasonable and conservative estimates of what would
be the cost of each part of the work so as to bring the whole of the
expenditures within the amount appropriated by the Act of the
Legislature aforesaid. And in pursuance of this plan the changes
in the specifications hereinbefore enumerated were made in order
to lessen the cost of the building proper, and to reserve out of the
appropriation sufficient funds for the other purposes named in
the bill. It will be seen that the amount thus relied on to pay ex-
penses and for heating, lighting and furnityre was the sum of
$166,821, which amount was deemed a reasonable margin to cover
same,

The Commission has from the beginning been vigilant in its
efforts to maintain the greatest possible economy throughout the
entire scheme, and to prevent the “extras” so much to be feared
and guarded against in a building of this magnitude, and was very
much surprised and perplexed when it was found that the tests of
boring into the soil, which have usually proven a safe and sufficient
precaution, had failed to reveal the true conditions of the founda-
tion soil. But the contract having been irrevocably let and the
work under headway when these discoveries were made, there
seemed to be no alternative left the Commission except to go for-
ward and use a portion of the money designated above as the re-
serve fund, to meet the necessary additional cost on the foundation.
To the end, therefore, that the most rigid economy be practiced in
the premises, and thereby to create as light demand as possible on
the reserve fund, the Commission made a special and supplemental
agreement with the contractors Wells to do the entire foundation
work for the actual cost thereof, plus five per cent of such cost, to
compensate them for their superintendence of the work; but even
with this economy the additional work of the foundation has in-
creased the cost of the building $38,952.09 above the price covered
by the original contract with the Messrs. Wells, and makes a cor-

A}
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responding reduction from the remainder of the funds, or the re-
serve estimated for the remainder of the work above named.

That the Legislature may get a more comprehensive idea of
this unexpected and additional cost, I beg to say that it became
necessary to deepen the foundation trenches below the original
contract specifications of six feet, or to an ultimate depth of 25
feet, and to widen the same to nearly twice their original width, or
to a final width of 17 feet, and that the cost of the change was
increased not alone by the cubic yards of dirt removed, but also
by the very considerable additional amount of concrete necessary
to fill up this increased trench space. An inspection of the build-
ing and floor plans with its great amount of foundation space un-
der the outside walls, together with the numerous cross sections .
and inside foundations, will serve to furnish an object-lesson of
the vastness and importance of the work now done on the founda-
tion.

At a recent meeting of the Capitol Commission the contract for
steam fitting and ventilation was awarded to Frank J. Butler, of
Greenville, Miss., at and for the price of $26,577, his being the
lowest and best bid submitted. At the said meeting sealed bids
were also received for putting the electric wiring system in the

+ building, and the Frank Adams Electric Co., of St. Louis, Mo,
being the lowest bidders, received the contract at $13,200.

The thanks of the Capitol Commission and of the Legislature
are due to the Illinois Central Railroad Company for its generous
and courteous treatment throughout the progress of the work, and
especially for building at its own expense a track from the main
line to the Capitol building, whereby all freights are delivered on
the grounds without additional charges. To better understand
this service rendered by the railroad company it is proper to say
that the estimated difference in hauling with teams the building
material from the main line and the delivery on the grounds by
rail under the present arrangement would amount to fully $100,000,
and would have necessitated a year or more of time for the com-
pletion of the building.  The track having been arranged for,
between the Commission and the said railroad company prior to
letting the contract, the Commission was enabled to guarantee to
the contractors this great saving of expense in delivery of material,
and it felicitates itself and the people of the State that at least
$100,000 was saved and put in the building itself.

The Capitol Commission will submit to you a full report of its
doings, and make known to you all the needs of the enterprise,
and I specially recommend the careful consideration by you of all
the suggestions and requests contained in said report, and ask you
to take such action thereon as your judgment approves.

ATTORNEY GENERAL.

It gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the efficiency with
which this officer has discharged the laborious and difficult affairs




HousE JOURNAL 47
of his department. Every interest of the State coming within his
Hpe of service has been faithfully looked after and guarded by

im, ‘ Rl

His report will show a full compliance with the requirdments of
Section 187 of the Code, and will acquaint you fully with-all mat-
ters pertaining to his office.

I direct the attention of the Legislature, for such action as its
wisdom approves, to the following subjects recommended by the
Attorney General in his report, to-wit: )

“Codification of the Laws,” Trusts and Combines,” “Saving
Cl:iuz.el'” “Fees and Salaries,” “Taxes,” “Privilege Taxes,” “Sta-
tistical.”

STATE AUDITOR. N

The business of this department is conducted in a most system-
atic, comprehensive and businesslike way, and the report of the
Auditor shows in full and clearest detail all the information, ma-
terial in his department, which is important for the Legislature to
be advised of.

Your attention is respectfully directed to the recommendations
of the Auditor of Public Accounts relative to the revision of insur-
ance and banking laws, and to the establishment of a department
in charge of a commissioner who shall have power to examine and
supervise all insurance, banking, building and loan and other cor-
porations, associations or orders doing business in this State. I
heartily concur in his suggestions and submit them for your con-
sideration. It is imperative, in my judgment, to have the laws on
these subjects so simple, plain and easy of construction as to at
once inspire confidence. The substantial and continuing increase
in the number of banks, the large number of fraternal and assess-
ment orders now operating in Mississippi without supervision from
any source, the growing demand for sound and solvent insurance
of alt kinds, and the total inadequacy of our present laws, as dem-
onstrated by recent events, make it clear that the time has come for
the enactment of necessary laws regulating these matters and the
establishment of a department charged with their proper enforce-
ment. ) )

Nearly every State in the United States has such a department,
but Mississippi stands with the few which have not, and it is quite
difficult to know just what our laws are, because some are found in
the Code chapter on “corporation,” some in the chapter on “insur-
ance companies,” others in “crimes and misdemeanors,” and still
others in the various Acts of the Legislature since the Code of
1892.

We have practically now no laws on banks and banking.
Again, some insurance companies are required to report to the
Auditor and others to the Secretary of State, while foreign build-
ing and loan associations report to the State Treasurer, and deben-
ture companies, local building and loan associations, fraternal or-
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ders and other corporations and associations are amenable to no
department or person.

Other recommendations contained in the Auditor’s report will
perhapsbe submitted for the consideration of the Legislature dur-
ing the séssion.

PENITENTIARY.

Under the direction of an act passed by the last session of the
Legislature ordering the removal of the penitentiary from the city
of Jackson, so as to turn over the grounds to the Capitol Commis-
sion, on which to erect the new State House, the brick walls
around the said grounds, together with the principal buildings,
were by the Board of Control, with prison labor torn down and
removed, ..,

Under the present farming system by the Board of Control,
the State has operated fiftcen plantations, being respectively in
Rankin, Hinds, Issaquena, Sharkey, Holmes, Washington, Boli-
var, Coahoma and Quitman Counties, and the prisoners have been
distributed among the said plantations.

So far as I have been able to ascertain, the convicts have been
well fed and clothed, and have not been treated with undue se-
verity ; but I have to admit that by reason of the numerous duties
which are imposed by law upon the Governor, it has been utterly
impossible, though Chairman of the Board of Control, to give such
personal attention to the convicts and penitentiary as would be nec-
essary to properly understand the detailed workings of its affairs,
on the various farms lying in nine different counties. I have
made, however, such pilgrimages to the farms as my limited time
would permit, and from such information, and that obtained from
the warden, I feel justified in saying that the present system under
which the convicts are worked is just to the prisoners and profit-
able to the State.

For a detailed statement of the business transactions and
financial affairs of the penitentiary, I beg to refer you to the re-
ports of the Warden and the Board of Control.

PRIMARY ELECTION LAW.

Section 241 of the State Constitution says: “The Legislature
shall enact laws tosccure fairness in party primary elections, con-
ventions or other methods of nominating party candidates.”

I beg to call the attention of the Legislature to the fact that
the existing statutes on the subject do not meet the constitutional
requirements or amount even to respectable makeshift.

I had the honor to direct your attention strongly to this subject
at your session in 1900, and I beg again to call attention to what I
then said.
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GOV. JOHN M. STONE.

.I have the painful duty to report that on the 26th day of March,
ll\gpo, Gov. John M. Stone departed this life at Holly Springs,
iss.

For more than a quarter of a century prior to his death the in-
fluence of the great mind and superb character of John Marshall
Stone was a prominent and positive factor in all of the varied im-
porant public affairs of the State. In every walk of his eventful
life, whether as soldier, legislator, private citizen, Governor or Col-
lege President, he was the exponent of the highest type of intrepid
public and private manhood. Perhaps no man ever lived in Mis-
sissippi who possessed more unanimously the esteem and confi-
dence of his countrymen, and though firm, aggressive and positive
in conviction and demeanor, there were none who dared impugn
his motives or question his honor. By his stainless character, his
zeal as an advocate and champion of the rights of the people and
his distinguished public services in peace and war, he was one of
the most prominent and conspicuous men of his State and section.

CONCLUSION.

It gives me pleasure to say that it is manifest in the State that
there exists a better recognition of the mutuality of interests
among all classes, and that there is a more fraternal feeling among
the people generally than I remember to have ever before wit-
nessed. There exists also absolute friendliness between labor and
capital and a becoming liberality of sentiment by the masses to-
ward corporate and other investments of money in our midst.

The progressive spirit displayed by your hcriorable body at the
session in 19oo seems to have inspired the people with new hopes
and to have given fresh impetus to all manner of business enter-
prises in the State.

For the past two years the capital incorporated, on which the
required charter fees were paid, amounts to the handsome sum ot
twenty-six and one-half millions of dollars. Banking capital dur-
ing said period has increased about $6,000,000; ten or a dozen
mills for the manufacture of cotton have been built; twelve rail-
road charters granted, and as shown by the Railroad Gazette at the
close of the year 1900, Mississippi stood fourth on the list of States
in the numbef of miles of railroads built during that year.

Railroad building in the State was materially increased during
the year 1901, 3nd I apprehend that she stands to-day higher up in
the scale of the States in road building than she did in 1900, and I
feel that the Legislature and the people are to be congratulated
upon the material advancement going on in the State and the aus-
picious signs for even greater success in the future.

Now, gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives,
having an abiding confidence in your wisdom, patriotism and
fidelity to the State and people, I fervently ask the blessings of
heaven upon your deliberations, and indulge the hope that your
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actiong will redound to the happiness and welfare of the common-
wealth, . Respectfully,

A. H. LongiNo.

Mr. Crum offered the following:

Resolved, That the Governor’s message be referred to a com-
mittee of six to be appointed by the Speaker for assignment to ap-
propriate standing committees, and that 500 copies be printed for
use in the House.

Adopted.

The Speaker named on the committee Messrs. Crum, Bennett,
Gibson, Miller, Stennis of Lauderdale, and Webster.

Mr. Garraway offered the following:

Resolved, That a commiittee of six be appointed to prepare and
report proper resolutions in reference to the death of C. O. Mc-
Carthy, of Panola County, and to prepare and report resolutions
on the death of J. M. Tate, of Pike County, late members of the
rlouse. ‘

Adopted.

The Speaker named on the committec Messrs. Kyle, Quin of
Pike, Bowers, Brown of Adams, Thomas and Garraway.

At 2.45 . M., on motion of Mr. Bowers, the House adjourned
until to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock.

L. Pinx SMITH,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

SECOND DAY.

WEDNESDAY, January 8, 19o2.

The House met pursuant to adjournment, Speaker Russell in
the chair,

Prayer by Representative Long.

The roll being called, the following members answered to their
names :

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Alcorn, Allen, Alsworth Anderson of
Tippah, Arnold, Bennett, Birmingham, Boddie, Bowers, Brad-
shaw, Brittain, Broadus, Brooks, Brown of Adams, Brown of
Itawamba, Burge, Burrus, Byrd, Campbell, Clayton; Cock, Cole-
man, Cooner, Cox of Prentiss, Cox of Panola, Crum, Crumpton,
Denson, Denton of Lauderdale, Dodds, Dudley, Eddins, Ellis,
Elmer, Evans, Ferguson, Ford, Foster of Warren, Franklin of
Lowndes, Franklin of Marshall, Frazier, Galloway, Gambrell,
Garraway, George, Gibson, Gilfoy, Goff, Granberry, Groves,
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Haley, Ham, Harper, Hathorn, Hemphill, Hewes, Hightower,
Hill, Hubbard, Irby, Johnston of Clarke, Johnston of Yazoo, Jones,
King, Kyle, Lamb, Langston, Long, Longest, Loper, Magee, Ma-
gruder, Mahon, McAfee, McAllister, McCafferty, McCuiston,
McManus, Miller, Millsaps, Mitchell, Moore, Moss, Murphree,
Neill, Norment, Norton, Owen, Pace, Permenter, Posey, Pyle,
Quin of Pike, Quin of Wilkinson, Ray, Reynolds, Robbins,
Rouse, Senter, Sharkey, Sharpe of Leake and Winston, Sharp of
Lowndes, Shelby, Smith of Greene, Smith of Holmes, Smylie,
Stamps, Stennis of Kemper, Stennis of Lauderdale, Stubbs, Swin-
ney, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vollor,
Wall, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wren—Total 123.

Absent—Messrs. Castleman, Causey, Coody, Denton of Quit-
man, Heath, McDaniel, Tucker, and Walker—Total r10.

On motion of Mr. Harper the reading of the journal of yester-
day was dispensed with and the same stood approved.

.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

MR. SrEAKER: The special committee on the Governor’s mes-
sage has had under consideration the message of Governor A. H.
Longino, referred to them, and have instructed me to report there-
on with the following recommendations:

1st. That part of the message which refers to finance and that
part referring to the recommendations of the Attorney General
on Taxes and Privilege Taxes, be referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

2d. That part which refers to the Governor’s action in calling
in and paying off the bonds issued under Chapter 34, Acts 1896;
the action he took in reference to State Treasurer J. R. Stowers,
and the recommendations of the Attorney General, referred to on
the subject of the codification of our statute laws, be referred to
the Judiciary Commiittee..

3d. That part which deals with State Farms and the Peniten-
tiary be referred to Committce on Penitentiary.

4th. That part which refers to Roads be referred to Commit-
tee on Roads, Ferries and Bridges. *

sth. That part which refers to a Soldiers’ Home be referred to
the Committee on Benevolent Institutions.

6th. That part which refers to the National Guard be referred
to Committee on Military Affairs.

7th. That part which refers to Diseases of Animals and Boards
of Health, be referred to the Committee on Public Health dn«
Quarantine.

8th. That part which refers to Branch Experimental Stations
be referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

gth. That part which refers to our Common Schools be re-
ferred to the Committee on Education.

1oth. That part of the message which refers to our High
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Schools, Universities and Colleges be referred to the Committee
on Universities and Colleges.

11th. That part which refers to an Increase of the Salaries of
the State Officials and Judges and Notaries Public be referred to
the Committee on Fees and Salaries.

12th. Those parts of the message which refer to the Institute
for the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb Institute, the East Mississippi
Insane Hospital, the State Insane Hospital and the Charity Hos-
pitals be referred to the Committee on Benevolent Institutions.

13th. That part of the message which refers to the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition to be held at St. Louis and the part referring
to certain assessors unpaid, be referred to Appropriations Com-
mittee.

14th. The part that refers to Mississippi Boundary Commis-
sion be referred to the Committee on Propositions and Grievances.

15th. The part referring to the management of our State
Library be referred to Committee on Library.

16th. The part bearing upon the condition of the New State
House be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds.

17th. The part of the message referring to the recommenda-
tions of the Attorney General on the subject of Trusts and Com-
bines be referred to the Committee on Trusts and Combines.

18th. That part which refers to the recommendations of the
State Auditor on the subject of Insurance and Banking Laws be
referred to the Committee on Insurance.

19th, That the part recommending the amendment of the
Primary Election Laws be referred to the Committee on Registra-
tion and Elections.

2oth. The part which refers to the apportionment of the State
into eight Congressional Districts be referred to a special joint
commiittee of the Senate and House, composed of members rep-
resenting the interests of the different sections of the State.

21st. Your committee further recommends that suitable spe-
cial committees consisting of five members each be appointed to
draft and present to the House suitable resolutions of respect
touching the lives and services of those two great and good men
mentioned specially in the Governor’s message, ex-Gov. J. M.
Stone and our late Secretary of State, Col. J. L. Power.

Your committee having fully discharged its duties now asks to
be itself discharged.

Respectfully submitted,
C. Lee CruM, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Crum the report of the committee was adopt-
ed and the committee was then discharged.

Mr. Sharp, of Lowndes, offered the following House Joint
Resolution No. 1:

. Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concur-
ring, That each House appoint a committee of one from each Con-
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gressional District and seven from the State at large, no two of
whom shall be from the same Congressional District, to be a
joint Special Committee to whom all bills for redistricting the
State into eight Congressional Districts shall be referred.

Mr. Granberry moved to amend the resolution by striking out
“seven from the State at large,” and make the Resolution read
“three from each Congressional District.”

Mr. Gambrell moved to table the amendment offered by Mr.
Granberry, which motion prevailed.

Mr. Thomas then moved to refer the resolution with all others
introduced' on the same subject to the Committee on Rules, which
motion prevailed.

The following resolutions were then introduced and referred to
the Committee on Rules, without being read:

By Mr. Arnold—Resolution No. 2:

WHEREAS, There have been many changes in the membership
of the House since the last session; and,

WHEREAs, Under the Constitution of the State legislation is
restricted in such a way as to leave no duty for many of the pres-
ent committees to perform; and,

WHEREAS, It is desirable to distribute the work of special
iession so as to make the services of all members available ; there-

ore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be instructed to report
a rule enlarging the important committees through which the prin-
cipal work of the session must be performed, and when said report
is made and adopted the Speaker is authorized and required to re-
vise such committees, and all committees not so revised and en-
larged shall be discontinued.

By Mr. Hightower—Resolution No. 3:

Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, That a special
joint committee be appointed to divide the State of Mississippi
into new Congressional Districts, said committee to be composed
of two members from each Congressional District and two from
the State at large to be appointed by the Speaker of the House,
and from each Congressional District, from the
State at large to be appointed by the President of the Senate.

By Mr. George—Resolution No. 4:

Resolved, That a committee of fifteen, two from each Congres-
sional District and one from the State at large, be appointed, 'which
shall consider all bills and resolutions referring to the apportion-
ing of the State into eight Congressional Districts.

By Mr. Mahon—Resolution No. §:

Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, That a speciai
committee composed of twenty-one on the part of the House and
on the part of the Senate, be appointed to which all bills
in regard to the reapportioning of the State into eight Congres-
sional Districts shall be referred, and that the twenty-one mem-
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bers on the part of the House be composed of three members from
each Congressional District.

By Mr. White—Resolution No. 6:

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concur-
ring, That a joint committee consisting of three members from
each of the present Congressional Districts and three from the
State at large, on the part of the House, and on the part of
the Senate, be appointed, to whom shall be referred all bills for
redistricting the State into Districts for the election of members
gf the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United

tates.

Mr, Brown, of Adams, offered the following:

Resolved, That this House has nothing to do with the returns
of the recent special election for Secretary of State and State
Treasurer, and they should be returned to the Secretary of State,
whose duty it is to open them and declare the result of the election,
whereby the will of the Legislature, as declared in the Act of
March 1, 1900, contained in Chapter 79 of the Acts of 1900, may
be carried out.

That the provisions of the Constitution as to the manner of
dealing with the returns of election of Governor and other State
officers are applicable alone to the regular quadrennial election
provided for by the Constitution and have no reference to special
elections provided for by the Legislature.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

Mr. Sharkey offered the following:

WHEREAS, There being a difference of opinion as to the duty
and rights of the Legislature, or Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives to receive and count the votes cast in the late special
election, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the returns of said election be received and
held by the Speaker, and the question of the rights and duty of the
Legislature to count the votes be referred to the Committee on
Constitution, and they be instructed to report to the House their
views on the question at the earliest opportunity, consistent with
due deliberation of the same.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

Mr. Stennis, of Kemper, offered the following:

Resolved, That each member of the House pay for his own
newspaper.

Adopted.

Mr. Sharkey offered the following:

Amend the rules of the House as follows: _

The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall keep a calen-
dar for the guidance of the House and shall enter thereon all bills
reported by the committees in the order reported, and the regular
order shall be the bills favorably reported, and no bill can be
taken up except by a majority vote of the House, which has been
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unfavorably reported on, unless a minority report shall be filed
with the regular report.
Referred to Committee on Rules.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MILEAGE.

MR. SpeAkER: Your Committee on Mileage beg leave to re-
port as follows:

Mr. Speaker ................. e 192
Alcorn .ot 320
Allen ........ S 120
Alsworth ..., 186
Anderson ...........cooiiiiiiiiia.., 524
Armold ......... il 300
Bemnett ......ooovvvveiiiiniiiiiin. 216
Birmingham .............. .. o000l 484
Boddie .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiat, 348
Bowers ....oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 352
Bradshaw ..............coiiiiiiat, 64
Brittain .............coiii i 70
Broadus .............ciiiiiiiiii e, 400
Brooks .....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee 338
Brown of Adams .......... e 200
Brown of Itawamba................... 524
Burge ....cviiiiiiiii i 530
Burrus ...covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Qo
Byrd .. e 104
Campbell .......covvviiiiiiiie, —_
Castleman ........ccvvvviiiennnninnnn. 348
Causey ..viiviiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiieee 284
Clayton ....oovovveiniienneeennneennnns 392
0

Coleman .......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnns 196
Coody «.ovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii 8o
Cooner ...vviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 204
Cox of Prentiss.............covvuennn, 516
Coxof Panola .........c.covvvniinnnn, 310
Crum ...viiireiieirennnneansnnsannes 432
Crumpton ....covvvvviniieinnenannn. 260
Denson .....oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiinnn... 168
Denton of Lauderdale.................. 214
Denton of Quitman.................... 376
Dodds ...cvovvrviiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn. 170
DOSS vttt i i i ieas 280
Dudley ......cvviiiiniiiiiiiiiiian.. 290
Eddins ....covviieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 410
Ellis c.oviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine 58
Elmer ......ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine, 350
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Ferguson .........ccoiiiiviiiiiina., 150
Ford ......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiennnnne, 356
Foster of Claiborne....................

Foster of Warren. ...........coovuunnnn 90
Franklin of Lowndes................... 415
Franklin of Marshall.................. 415
Frazier ....coveiiiiiiiinnernennnnnens 476
Galloway ..........ccvoiveveininnn. 540
Gambrell ...... ...l 512
Garraway .......oiiiiiieiiiiiiaaean. 230
George .....viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaes 90
Gibson .....cociiiiiiiiii i 438
Gilfoy «..cooviiiiiiii i 496
Goff ...t 320
Granberry ...... ...l 416
GIoveS ....ovviininninnoeneiieennenns 100
Haley ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 446
Ham ...... ...ttt 444
Harper .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien 122
Hathorn ............cooiiiiiiinnnne, 328
Heath ..........ciiviiiiiiiiiin.., 218
Hemphill ..............ccooiiiiant. 220
Hewes ...ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenens 320
Hightower ..............ccoiiiiiiaie, 316
2 1 50
Hubbard ...............cooiiiiiiiii, 300
Itby oottt e 500
Johnston of Clarke.................... 262
Johnston of Yazoo.................... 90
Jones ...l e 389
King .oooiiiiiiiii i 63
Kyle covviniiiii it iiiieees 320
Lamb ....covviiiiiiiiiiii i, 250
Langston .........ccooviiiiiinnnn, 470
Long ..o 210
Longest .....coovviviiiiiiiiiniennnn, 496
Loper ...covniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, 128
Magee ....coviiiiiiiiiiiii 164
Magruder .........oceiiiiiinnntn ... 186
Mahon .......... i, 376
McAfee .....cooiiiiiiiniiiiiiiinnn, 226
McAllister ........covvviiiiiiiiinnn, 62
McCafferty ........cvvviviiiiininnnn, 226
McCuiston ....ovvviiiieeiiiiininenen, 215
McDaniel .....cvviiiiiiiiiiiineennnnn 214
McManus ....covviiniiinniennannnanns 322
Miller ......cooiiiiiii i 200
Millsaps .......cocviiiiiiiiiiiiiaen. 310

Mitchell ..., 104
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MOOTE ..iuvivivrnienninnerenaneraninnns 266
MOSS +ivevinnnensersssosiesasannaanas 52
Murphree ....cvveivieiniineneiennnnnn 304
Neill coviniiiiiiiii i 300
Norment ......covvvvvviniennneneennns 260
Norton ...ovvverveeviinnnnnenennenns 132
L 500
Pace .. eviiiiiii i 252
Permenter ...........ccoiiiiiiennnnn. 320
Posey ...ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 324
Pyle ..ooiviiiii i 624
Quinof Pike.........covveviiiien... 156
Quin of Wilkinson.................... 284
Ray ..ooovviiiiiiiiint, [ 6oo
Reynolds ...........coveeivennnia., v 194
Robbins .......covvvvviiiiiiiiianen, 90
Rouse ........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiines, 260
Senter .....eceiieianiiaiiieeaaaees 390
Sharkey .......covevveviiiiinnnnnnnn. —_—
Sharpe of Leake and Winston. .......... 360
Sharp of Lowndes..................... 360
Shelby ....vvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniennns 345
Smith of Greene...................... 398
Smith of Holmes. . .................... 140
Smylie ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it 90
Stamps . ...iiiiiiei i 140
Stennis of Kemper..................... 290
Stennis of Lauderdale................. 212
Stubbs ....ciiiii 200
SWINNEY «.vvvivenneriniunneniineennns 152
Taylor ....ovvviiiiiiiiiii i, 186
Thomas .........ccoviiviiiiiinas, 348
Thompson ............ccccviiiivann, 420
Tucker ....coovvviiiiiiiiiiii, 314
Tumer ....%. ... 156
Underwood ..........oovvivvnvnnenenn 600
Vollor .....oovvviiiii it Q0
Wall ... 384
Walker .....ooviiiiiii i, 184
Webster ....oovveiiiiriiiiiinennnn, 316
White .....cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 274
Wilkins ..........coiiiiiiiiin., 322
Wren .oooiviiiiiiiii it 450

S. T. GARRAWAY, Chairman.
L. A. Moss, Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Garraway the report was adopted.

Mr. McAllister offered the following:
- WHEREAS, In the late war between the United States and
Spain Admiral Winfield S. Schley, of the United States Navy,
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won in the harbor of Santiago de Cuba, on July 3d, 1898, one
of the greatest naval victories recorded in history; and,

WHEREAS, For the past three years every device known to un-
scrupulous method and envious cunning has been employed to
rob Admiral Schley of the laurels achieved by his splendid naval
genius upon the occasion aforesaid; and,

WHEREAS, So fierce and unbearable did the persecution of
Admiral Schley become, that during the past year_he, acting in
the belief that *‘justice had not fled to brutish breasts,” asked the
government which he has so long and illustriously served to grant
him a trial before an impartial court of inquiry; and,

WHEREAS, The vast volume of testimony adduced before said
court not only acquitted him of every charge and slander uttered
against him by the naval cabal, their tools and henchmen, but pre-
sented him in a far stronger light than before with the great body
of his countrymen ; and,

WHEREAS, To the surprise, humiliation and outrage of the pub-
lic sense of justice, a majority of said court made a report serious-
ly adverse to Admiral Schley, which has become a part of the
record of naval history ; and,

WHEREAS, Admiral George Dewey, President of the Court of
Inquiry, made a minority report in accordance with the facts and
testimony of the case, exonerating him and giving him due credit
for his immortal victory at Santiago ; therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Mississippi House of Representatives, That
we consider Admiral Schiley the real hero-of Santiago, one of the
world’s greatest naval commanders, and the victim of the most
detestable cabal that has existed since Cataline became everlasting -
ly infamous.

Resolved, further, That we denounce the majority report and
recoil at the injustice done Admiral Schley; that we endorse the
report of Admiral Dewey exonerating him.

Resolved, further, That we extend an invitation to Admiral
Schley to visit the State Capital during his contemplated Southern
tour and receive a manifestation of the exalted respect, confidence
and admiration in which he is held by the people of Mississippi.

On motion of Mr. Sharp, of Lowndes, the resolution was re-
ferred to the Committee on Federal Relations.

On motion of Mr. Thomas, Hon. John M. Allen was extended
the privileges of the House.

The special joint committee appointed during the session of the
Legislature of 1900 to investigate the affairs of the State peni-
tentiary, reported through the Chairman on the part of the House
as follows:

To His Excellency the Governor and to the Legislature of the
State of Mississippi:
Your committee appointed under joint resolution to investigate
the management and control of the State penitentiary, beg leave
to submit the following report:
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We have, with the assistance of an expert accountant employed
by the committee, examined the books of the Board of Control as
thoroughly as it has been possible to do under all existing circum-
stances and conditions. We have examined the following named
witnesses, to-wit :

J. M. Parchman, Warden of the State pemtentlary, Hons.
John D. Mclnnis, A. and J. C. Kincannon, members of the
Board of Control, and 'his éxcellency, A H. Longmo, Governor.
Hon. Monroe McClurg, Attorney General and ex officio members -
of the Board of Control, and Mr. J. J. Evans, former bookkeeper
of the Board of Control, ‘Mr. Baggett, sergeant of the Falked Deer
Plantation ; J. W. Hollinger, sergeant of the Levy Plantation; J. S.
Given, sergeant of the Marks Plantation ; F. E. Allen, sergeant of
the Belmont Plantation; C. C. Sanford, sergeant of the Watson
Plantation; Mr. Lewis, sergeant of the Weathersby Plantation;
Mr. Buckley, sergeant of the New State Farm, Sunflower County ;
J. C. McCoy, sergeant of the Edwards Plantation; T. H. Allen,
sergeant of the Cutrer Plantation; C. E. Vance, sergea.nt of the
Shelby Plantation, and Mr. George B. Shelby, owner of the Shel-
by Plantation, and Mr. Bidwell, of the firm of Bidwell and Broth-
ers, merchants on the New State Farm.

All of said witnesses were duly sworn, their evidence was re-
duced to writing, and the same is attached hereto and made a part
of this report.

Your committee further respectfully reports as follows:

I

We found that the books of the Board of Control have been
kept in a manner far from satisfactory.

It is impossible, even with the most careful and long continued
examination of the books, to ascertain with any degree of accuracy
whatever, the results of the former operations of the Board of
Control.

Sales of cotton, cotton seed and grain are entered in gross
amounts with nothing whatever to show the quantities sold, to
whom sold, or price per pound, bushel or ton, received, except in
isolated cases.

Detailed statements or accounts of sale were called for, but
neither the bookkeeper nor Board of Control could produce same.

- In many instances we found an account credited with “receiver]
for labor of convicts,” and gave number of dollars with no record
whatever to show the nature or character of said work, the quan-
tity performed, where or when done or with whom contracted.

Your committee has made diligent inquiry as to labor, other
than the making, gathering and marketing of crops performed by
the State convicts on the various farms worked by the Board of

- Control, and do not hesitate to assert without qualification that the
books fail to show payment for a very large proportion of suca
services.
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Such work consists principally of clearing large quantities of
woodland and preparing same for cultivation, for the owners of
the various plantations worked on the share system or lease,
and often it was found that large tracts of such land had been so
cleared by convict labor for various parties with whom the Board
of Control had no farming contract whatever, and in whose lands
the State had no interest whatever.

The books kept by the Board of Control fail ta show for whom
such labor was performed, or prices paid, or agreed to be paid for
same, and we have been compelled to gather information on these
points chiefly from the various sergeants in charge of the various
plantations, or from outside parties who were familiar with the
facts.

Your committee, however, feels fully warranted in saying
that a very large part of the amounts justly due the State from
such sources has never been realized, in so far as is shown by the
b(éoks, or by information secured by your committee after diligent
effort.

We can not too strongly condemn the loose, inaccurate and
wholly unsatisfactory condition in which we found the books of
the Board of Control.

IL

Your committee further reports that an examination of ap-

praisements of property on each farm worked by the Board of
Control—such appraisements being made annually—will in many
instances show serious errors in that they contain and claim double
credits for valuable property or large sums of money, thereby
creating a fictitious credit and erroneously adding largely to the
receipts or profits derived in any one year from such plantation.
" By way of illustration, we draw attention to the fact that in
many of such appraisements the Board of Control credits such
place with a large lot of agricultural products on hand, and almost
immediately thereafter claims a credit for large sum of money re-
ceived from the sale of same products.

Such bookkeeping must inevitably “pad” the receipts or profits
and create a showing which, however satisfactory to the Board of
Control, is wholly unwarranted and puts not one dime in the State’s
treasury, and is misleading.

II1.

We find that the labor of the convicts is largely used or em-
ployed in the improvement of, and making much more valuable
the land of private individuals, in many instances without proper
compensation to the State in so far as your committee can dis-
cover from the books of the Board of Control, or from any evi-
dence that we could secure.
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In connection with this, we call special attention to the fact that
during the summer of 1901, a large quantity of woodland, belong-
either to the warden, Mr. J. M. Parchman, or to some near rela-
tive of his, and situated in Bolivar county, was cleared and made
ready for cultivation by convict labor. .

In that work about 150 convicts were under the orders of War-
den Parchman, removed from the Shelby place, the Edwards place
and the Cutrer place to the lands to be cleared, and temporary bar-
racks were erected for the safe keeping of these convicts while so
employed.

We have as yet been unable to discover what, if any, compen-
sation was paid for this work.

Your committee emphatically condemns this transaction for
many reasons, principally: (a) Because it is highly improper
and against public policy that an official occupying the position of
warden, exercising almost unlimited power and authority con-
ferred upon him by the Board of Control, shall use his position or
authority to have cleared and largely enhanced in value lands be-
longing either to himself or any member of his family. (b) W=
condemn the action upon the part of the Warden for the further
reason that at the time this work was done the large number of
convicts so employed could have been most profitably used in clear-
ing the lands on the new State farm in Sunflower County. Be-
cause of the proximity of various plantations from which this large
number of convicts was drawn to the new State farm, these con-
victs could have been, at a minimum expense and within the space
of a few hours, carried to the said farm and there employed in
similar work to the very great advantage of the State.

Iv.

We found that cotton seed, approximating in value $30,000,
has been lost to the State from the crops of 1895-1900, inclusive.

It was stated to the committee that in many instances these seerl
heated and became valueless because of want of storage room anl
shelter for the same. Often seed and cotton were held for an un-
reasonable length of time when if sold earlier in the season a hand-
some sum might have been realized.

In other instances large quantities of cotton seed, as well as of
corn and other agricultural products actually existing and belong-
ing to the State, have been in some way entirely lost sight of and
no record or evidence found by this committee accounting for
same,

In connection with this item we beg to draw attention to the
fact that the State, during the years 1895-1900, inclusive, owned
large quantities of corn, hay, fodder, peas, potatoes, and othet
products of like nature for which not one dollar had been real-
ized.
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The Warden advises your committee that these articles were
used in the feeding of the convicts and live stock belonging to the
State, but while the Board claims credit for all these articles, there-
by largely swelling the apparent profits, no money or charge of
same is made in expense account, though used entirely for feeding
and maintaining the convicts and stock belonging to the Board ot
Control.

In this way a false and fictitious credit is created and profits
reported and claimed which do not exist.

Referring again to the matter of immense quantities of cotton
seed lost, or not accounted for as above mentioned, we find that
the Board of Control has been careless and negligent in contract-
ing with planters, in that no provision whatever has ever been
made for the furnishing or erection of proper and necessary houses
in which to store seed or for platforms or for scaffolding upon
which to dry dampror wet cotton ; because of these omissions large
sums have been lost to the State.

Again, the Board of Control, or the Warden, is justly liable to
censure in many instances in withholding cotton seed from the
market until they have heated or spoiled, when with proper dili-
gence they could have been sold and large sums of money realized.

V.

We find that the Warden, or Board of Control, has frequently
sold on long credits to the owner of the land, large quantities of
corn and cotton seed—in many instances so selling the entire por-
tion of said crops received as the State’s share upon a given plan-
tation. These credit sales, coupled with long delays in making
settlement, such delay in several instances extending over three
years, has resulted in much confusion and great loss to the State.

We can see no possible excuse for these credit sales and years
of delay in making settlement. ’

In many instances no settlement was made with the landlord
for three years. The crops of three years were disposed of with-
out an adjustment of the respective rights or claims of the parties.

At the end of these three years of inexcusable negligent delay,
the Board of Control insisted upon settlement, claiming in each
instance large sums of money due the Board.

The landlord in each instance produced counter claims, insist-
ing that upon a correct accounting the State, or Board of Control,
would occupy the position of debtor instead of creditor.

In one or more instances litigation ensued and several of these
claims were eventually compromised upon the land owner paying
to the Board of Control approximately twenty-five per cent of
the amount claimed by the Board, such paltry sum being accepted
in full settlement. If these sales had been for cash instead of on
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credit, much confusion, litigation and loss to the State would have
been avoided.

We find that a great many of the contracts made by the Board
or by the Warden have been wholly verbal, there being no record
or written evidence of the same, and that in other instances when
contracts were reduced to. writing, they were susceptible of more
than one interpretation.

This loose and negligent manner of conducting this important
business interest has led to very great confusion and resulted in
losses to the State. '

Though we used every effort to ascertain the expense incurred
by the Board of Control, because of the litigation referred to, no
information could be secured from the books or from the members
of the Board.

While we do not know and can not determine whether or not
the lessor was in any of these instances justly indebted to the
State in any amount whatever, yet it can not be denied that these
transactions reflect no credit whatever upon the Board or its
agents, and these credit sales and long delays in settlement are
not at all businesslike and are justly subject to condemnation.

VI

We find that a large proportion of the State’s cotton has been
each year shipped to cotton factor or commission merchants in
Greenville, Vicksburg and other cities, the State being thereby sub-
jected to the payment of large costs and expense in the way of
freight charges, storage, insurance and commission paid. - We
think this bad management and believe that the State will gain
largely by selling its cotton through its own agents and without
the intervention of factor and commission merchants.

VIIL

¥Your committee further finds that about two hundred of the
convicts were worked for a very considerable period in the build-
ing and construction of the Yazoo Delta Railroad in Sunflower
County. ' e

We have not been able to ascertain the particulars of the con-
tract under which such labor was performed, by whom such con-
tract was made, or compensation, if any, received therefor.

The books of the Board of Control, so far as your committee
can ascertain, utterly fail to give such information.

This committee condemns this matter in unqualified terms and
does not hesitate to say that in our opinion the law was most inex-
cusably and flagrantly violated.
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VIII.

We find that the State is steadily year by year losing large
sums of meney in the operation of the Rankin County farm, and
the Oakley farm, both of which properties belong to the State.

We beg to draw attention to the fact that though the expenses
incident to the management of the Rankin County farm has, yéar
by year, largely exceeded the annual revenues derived therefrom,
until the losses sustained by the State on account of this invest-
ment, aggregated more than $20,000; yet, strange to say, in the
opinion of the Board of Control, and in the opinion of the Board
alone, that property has yearly increased in value, as shown by
the Board’s annual appraisement, until it has at last been developed
that a State farm may in five years cost the State, in losses, an
amount equal to the full purchase-price, yet at the same time the
value of the property increases twenty-five per cent.

This makes a good showing on paper and swells the appafent
assets, but puts no money in the treasury.

IX.

Your committee further reports that in the purchase of the
new State farm in Sunflower County, the Board of Control was
limited to an expenditure of $80,000, and that the Board paid
therefor $79,677.96.

We further report that the Board expended the further sum of
$9,000 in the purchase, as shown by its report of “personal prop-
eny."

The said “personal property” embraces houses, sawmills, etc.

From said $9,000 the said Board paid $1,500 for a stock of
goods, wares and merchandise, then on the premises and belonging
to the Ohio Hardwood Lumber Company, and that soon thereafter
the said stock of goods was by the Board of Control, or by the
Warden, sold to Bidwell & Brothers for $600; such sale was made
on credit, without security and payable January 1, 1902, with the
further understanding that the said Bidwell & Brothers should
have their board furnished to them by the State, free of all charge,
until January 1, 1902, and that they should also have the use and
occupation of the storehouse on said farm free of all charge, unt’l
January'1, 1902.

Your committee can not account for or explain this remark-
able transaction.

X.

Your committee found the water from the driven wells on the
new State farm not good, and would suggest that artesian wells
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be bored immediately, for the health and welfare of the convicts,
the guards in charge, and also for stock of all kinds and for
the machinery that will be requisite to run the property.

Your committee would suggest that an agricultural chemist
should be sent to this place to examine and analyze the different
soils, and to ascertain for what they are peculiarly fitted.

XI.

Your committee finds, with few exceptions, that the convicts
have been well treated, are sufficiently clad and fed, but it finds on
nearly every plantation many men who should be in the hospital,
because afflicted with diseases that incapacitates them from work,
and who therefore need special medical attention.

Your committee’s attention was called to the fact that a ma-
jority of the deaths reported to the committee resulted from sun-
stroke or blood poison, and your committee fears that these deaths
were caused by improper working the convicts when not in con-
dition for such work.

XII.

We further report that the members of the Board of Control
have, in our opinion, been derelict in their duty in these particu-
lars, to-wit:

Their visits to and examination of the various farms in which
the State is interested and their personal inspection of the con-
victs thereon, have been few and far between, and we do not be-
lieve it possible that they can keep themselves fully advised as to
the existing conditions and needs, unless at least two of said mem-
bers shall visit and inspect each one of said farms at least once
during each month of the year.

XIII.

We deem it proper to say that we are fully cognizant of the
fact that duties imposed upon the ex officio members of the Brard
of Control, the Governor and the Attorney General, in connection
with their offices as Governor and Attornéy General, are multi-
tudinous and exacting, and for that reason we concede that it is
impossible for either of them to give such attention to the various
matters discussed in this report as is necessary to familiarize them-
selves, with the same and to enable them to apply the proper cor-
rectives; but we do insist that the remaining members of the
Board should be required to give their personal time and attention
to these important matters.

SMHJ
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RECOMMENDATIONS,

Your committee would recommend, first, that the present law
be so amended as to require the Warden to cover immediately
into the State treasury, to the credit of the general fund, all mon-
eys coming into his hands from any and every source on account
of the penitentiary, so that the same may become immediately
available to the State, and that an annual appropriation be made
by the Legislature to cover all necessary expenditures for the sup-
port and maintenance of the penitentiary; payments fo be made
out of this fund on proper vouchers.

Second, To require all contracts made by the Warden to be
submitted to the Board of Control for its ratification and confirma-
tion, which ratification and confirmation shall be done at a Fegal
meeting of said Board and shall appear on the minutes of said
Board. ,

Third, To require every such contract to be in writing and to
be duly recorded in a book to Be provided by the Board for that
purpose.

Fourth, To require the members of the Board, other than the
Governor and Attorney General, to visit and inspect all plantations
owned or worked by the State, and the convicts on such planta-
tions, at least once each month. )

Fifth, Your committee recommends-that competent sergeants
in control of large planting interests in the State should receive
adequate reward, at least as much or more than persons in charge
of similar plantations of individuals, for the reason that the ser-
geant, almost like the prisoner, is completely isolated from society
and all Christian influences. He should be allowed at least enough
to educate his children, for they can have no school facilities in or
near a convict farm.

Sixth, Your committee would further most earnestly recom-
mend that the Board of Control be required to comply with the
purpose and intent of the [egislature in providing for the pur-
chase of the new State Farm, by placing all convicts on said farm
at the earliest possible time at which said convicts can be placed
there without entailing great loss on the State. :

Seventh, Your committee recommends that a timber expert be
employed to estimate the amount and value of merchantable tim-

_ber now on the new State farm, as well as the timber that has been
‘cut therefrom since the purchase, as your committee are advised
that there was enough valuable timber on said farm at the time of
purchase to g,ay for it.

Eighth, Your committee recommends that an expert cotton
classifier be employed to classify the cotton of the State and assist
in the sale thereof.

Ninth, We further recommend that each sergeant on each plan-
tation, or part thereof, shall keep a well bound plantation record,
in which shall be entered the number of pounds of cotton gathered
by each convict each day, the number of bales of cotton and the
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weight thereof made on each place; also the number of bushels
of corn, amount of hay, and the amount and quality of every other
agricultural product made on each place; and such record shall
also show in detail all labor performed by the convicts in his care,
of every kind and description other than that hereinbefore named,
whether the same is done and performed on the plantation of
which said sergeant has charge or elsewhere. And such sergeant
shall be required to make weekly reports to the Board covering
all of the above items, which report shall be recorded in thé books
of the'Board, and said books shall be preserved and shall be open
to inspection at all times, and the Board shall employ a competent

bookkeeper to keep the books.
. -Respectfully submitted,
E. H. MOoRE,
Chairman Senate Commiitee.
R. F. ABspay,
J. W. Hearp,

L. C. DULANEY,
A. F. GARDNER,

E. N. THOMAS,
Chasrman House Committee.
J. D. STENNIS,
E. R. WREN,
S. W. JoneEs,
Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Thomas 1,000 copies of the report, with the
testimony taken, were ordered printed in pamphlet form for the
use of the Legislature, and Friday, January 17th, fixed as the
day for the consideration of the report.

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Adams, the thanks of the House
were extended to the committee for the faithful performance of the
arduous duties imposed upon it.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Kyle—

H. B. No. 1, To be entitled An Act making an appropriation
to defray the expenses of the special session of the Legislature of
1902.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. Stubbs— ‘

H. B. No. 2, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the relief of certain officers, soldiers, sailors, widows and servants
of the war between the States.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. Robbins—

H}.' B. No. 3, To be entitled An Act to amend Section 3757 of
the Annotated Code of Mississippi so as to exempt from taxation
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money loaned, or any securities bearing a rate of interest not ex-
ceeding six per cent per annum.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Brown, of Adams—

H. B. No. 4, To be entitled An Act to amend Section 6 of
Chapter 34 of the Acts of 1894, so as to further limit the time
within which the State Revenue Agent shall have the right to sue
for, collect and have assessed delinquent taxes.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. Denson—

H. B. No. 5, To be entitled An Act for the relief of Wade
Polk, Tax Assessor of Lawrence County.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Local and Private

H. B. No. 6, To be entitled An Act to make an appropriation
to secure an exhibit of the resources of Mississippi at the Louis-
iana Purchasé Exposition, to be held in St. Louis, Mo., in the
year 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. Arnold—

H. B. No. 7, To be entitled An Act'to divide the State into
eight Congressional Districts.

Read twice and referred to Special Committee on Congression-
al Apportionment, when named.

By Mr. King—

H. B. No. 8, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the support of the common schools of the State of Mississippi for
the years 1902 and 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on. Appropriations.

Mr. Johnston, of Clarke—

Hy B. No. 9, To be entitled An Act for the working of pubhc
roads by contract.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Roads, Ferries and
Bridges.

The Speaker announced the appomtment of Ben Jones and
James Gilliam as porters in place of Frank Walker and Joe James.

The Speaker announced the appointment of Frank Julienne
as mail carrier.

At 12.50 P. M., on motion of Mr. Smith, of Greene, the House
took a recess until 3 p. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met at 3 P. M. pursuant to adjournment, with
Speaker pro tem. Sharp in the chair.
A quorum present.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Sharkey—

H. B. No. 10, To be entitled An Act to appropriate and set
apart a portion of the Capitol grounds as a Confederate Memorial
Park, and to create a commission to have charge of same, and to
appropriate $1,000 for same.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

Speaker Russell in the chair.

By Mr. Smith, of Holmes—

H. B. No. 11, To be entitled An Act to create the Exposition
Bureau, to provide for an exhibit at the Louisiana Purchase Ex-
position and to make an appropriation therefor.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

Speaker Russell announced that the members elected since the
last session of the Legislature would be placed on the committees
on which their predecessors had been named, as follows:

Mr. Walker in place of the late Mr. Tate, on Immigration
and Labor, County Affairs, Insurance.

Mr. Boddie in place of Mr. Larkin, on the Judiciary, to In-
vestigate State Ofhcers, Fees and Salarnes Levees, Registration
and Elections.

Mr. Foster in place of Mr. Anderson of Warren, on the Judi-
ciary, Public Education, Penitentiary.

Mr. Cox of Panola, in place of the late Mr. McCarthy, on
Manufactures, Enrolled Bills.

Mr. Reynolds in place of Mr. Guyton, on Claims, Reglstratlon
and Elections.

Mr. Bowers being second on the Committee on Judiciary, was
made Chairman of the Committee by the resignation of Mr. An-
derson of Warren.

Mr. Johnston, of Clarke, was added to the Committee pon_
Roads, Ferries and Bridges.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

SENATE CHAMBER, January 8, 1902.

MRr. Speaker: I am directed to inform the House that the
Senate has passed the following resolution, viz.:

Resolved, That a joint committee, comprised of two members
of the Senate and members of the House, from each Con-
gressional District, be appointed as a committee on Congressional
Reapportionment, to whom all bills relating to Congressional Dis-
tricts be referred without debate, and that in voting in committee
mee;:ings the committee appointed from each house vote sepa-
rately.

JouN Y. MURRY, JR., Secretary.

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Rules;
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Mr. Thomas resigned as a member of the Committee on Con-
stitution and Mr. Boddie was named in his place.
At 3.20 p. M., on motion of Mr. Thomas, the House adjourned
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
L. PINK SMITH,
Clerk of House of Representatives.

. THIRD DAY.

THURsDAY, January g, 1go2.

The House met pursuant to adjournment, Speaker Russell in
the chair.

Prayer by Representative Langston.

The roll being called, the following members answered to their
names: :

Mr. Speaker, Alcorn, Allen, Alsworth, Anderson of Tippah,
Arnold, Bennett, Birmingham, Boddie, Bowers, Bradshaw, Brit-
tain, Broadus, Brooks, Brown of Adams, Brown of Itawamba,
Burge, Burrus, Byrd, Campbell, Clayton, Coleman, Cooner, Cox
of Prentiss, Cox of Panola, Crum, Crumpton, Denson, Denton of
Lauderdale, Denton of Quitman, Dodds, Doss, Dudley, Eddins,
Ellis, Elmer, Evans, Ferguson, Ford, Franklin of Lowndes, Frank-
lin of Marshall, Frazier, Galloway, Gambrell, Garraway, George,
Gibson, Gilfoy, Granberry, Haley, Ham, Harper, Hathorn, Hemp-
hill, Hewes, Hightower, Hill, Hubbard, Irby, Johnston of Clarke,
Johnston of Yazoo, Jones, King, Kyle, Lamb, Langston, Long,
Longest, Loper, Mahon, McAfee, McAllister, McCafferty, Mc-
Cuiston, McManus, Miller, Millsaps, Mitchell, Moore, Moss, Mur-
phree, Neill, Norment, Norton, Owen, Permenter, Posey, Pyle,
Quin of Pike, Quin of Wilkinson, Ray, Reynolds, Robbins, Rouse,
Senter, Sharkey, Sharpe of Leake and Winston, Sharp of
Lowndes, Shelby, Smith of Greene, Smith of Holmes, Smylie,
Stamps, Stennis of Kemper, Stennis of Lauderdale, Stubbs, Swin-
ney, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vollor,
Wall, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wren—Total 118.

Absent—Messrs. Castleman, Causey, Cocke, Coody, Foster of
Claiborne, Foster of Warren, Goff, Groves, Heath, Magee, Ma-
gruder, McDaniel, Pace, Tucker and Walker—Total 15.

Leave of absence granted from day to day to Messrs. Cocke,
McAllister, Groves, Goff, Foster of Warren, Pace and Magee.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,

MR, SPEAKER: The Committee on Appropriations has had un-
der consideration the following bill referred to them, and hawve
instructed me to report it back with the following recommenda-
tion :

H. B. No. 1, To be entitled An Act making an appropriation
to defray the expenses of the special session of the Legislature of
1902.

Title sufﬁcnent bl“ do pass.

A. S. KYLE, Chatrman.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES.

MR. SPEAKER: The Committee on Rules has had under consid-
eration the following resolutions referred to them, and have in-
structed me to report them back with the following recommenda-
tions:

Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, title sufficient—and that same
be adopted and that blank in said resolution be filled with “three.”

In view of the recommendation of the adoption of the Senate
Resolution, we recommend that House Resolutions Nos. 1, 3, 4
5 and 6 be not adopted.

Bowers, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Bowers the Senate Joint Resolution reported
by the committee was adopted as follows:

Resolved, That a joint committee comprised of two members
of the Senate and three members of the House from each Congres-
sional District be appointed as a Committee on Congressional Ap-
portionment, to whom all bills relating to Congressional Districts
be referred without debate, and that in voting in committee meet-
ings the committee appointed from each House vote separately.

Mr. Sharp, of Lowndes, offered the following joint resolu-
tion :

WHEREAS, The Moore House and Temple Farm upon which
it is situated, at Yorktown, Va., will carry with them through all
time memories of the siege and victory by which the allied armies
of France and the American Colonies secured the independence
of our nation ; and, '

WHEREAS It is reported that the property can at this time be
bought for a nommal sum, and it is believed that the product of
the farm will be ‘sufficient to keep the buildings in repair, and the
buildings are so situated as to be well adapted for Government
purposes on occasions of naval inspection and reviews on York
River ; therefore, be it

Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, That the Sen-
ators and Representatives in Cougress from this commonwealth
be, and are hereby requested to consider and, if in their judgment
they can wisely do so, to support a bill for the purchase of Temple
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Farm and Moore House, at Yorktown, Va., by the Government
of the United States of America; provided, that the cost cf the
said farm with its unprovements shall not exceed a reasonable
sum; and be it .

Resolued That properly attested copies of these resolutions
be sent to the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this
commonwealth.

On‘motion of Mr. Sharp, of Lowndes, the resolutions were
adopted.

Mr. Sharkey offered the following:

Resolved, That the rules of the last House of Representatives
be the rules of the present House, with such amendments as were
prepared last session, and that the Committee on Rules as appoint-
ed at the last session be continued through this session, and to
which all resolutions be referred changing the rules of the House.

Mr. Sharkey moved the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. Brown, of Adams, moved to table the motion to adopt,
which motion prevalled

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

SENATE CHAMBER, January 8, 19o2.

MRr. SpEAKER: I am directed to inform the House that the
Senate has passed the following resolution :

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives con-
curring therein, That the invitation extended by the Board of
Trustees, the President and Faculty of the Agricultural and Me-
chanical College at Starkville and of the Industrial Institute and
College at Columbus, that the Legislature of the State of Missis-
sippi shall visit and inspect the said colleges, be and is accepted,
and 7 o’clock A. M. of Saturday the 10th day of January, 1902, be,
and is fixed as the date and hour for leaving the city of Jackson
upon said inspection.

JouN Y. MuURRY, Jr., Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Senter the House concurred in the Senate
Resolution.

. Mr. Crum offered the following:

A Joint Resolution to ascertain cost and expense of investigat-
ing the management of the penitentiary affairs.

WHEREAS, It is apparent that the special joint committee of the
House and Senate appointed at the last session of this Legislature
to investigate the management and control of the State peniten-
tiary and farms have performed arduous labor and have necessa-
rily incurred considerable expense; and,

WHEREAS, The Legislature is not advised of the amount of
these expenses, the items thereof, the amount due them on a per
diem, nor whether said joint resolution carried a sufficient appro-
priation to cover these items ; therefore,
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Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring, That the said
joint committee be,and it is hereby requested to report to the House
and Senate an itemized account of all necessary expenses incurred
in the investigation of the subjects assigned it, and the sums due
each of them on per diem for services rendered.

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kyle H. B. No. 1, To be entitled An Act
making an appropriation to defray the expenses of the special
session of the Legislature of 1902, was considered.

Whereupon the rules were suspended, the bill considered en-
grossed, read the third time, and, agreeably to the provisions of the
Constitution, the yeas and nays were taken and the bill passed,
title standing as stated, by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Alsworth, Anderson, Arnold, Bennett,
Birmingham, Boddie, Bowers, Bradshaw, Brittain, Broadus,
Brooks, Brown of Adams, Brown of Itawamba, Burge, Burrus,
Byrd, Campbell, Clayton, Coleman, Cooner, Cox of Prentiss, Cox
of Panola, Crum, Crumpton, Denson, Denton of Lauderdale,
Dodds, Doss, Dudley, Eddins, Ellis, Elmer, Evans, Ferguson,
Ford, Franklin of Lowndes, Franklin of Marshall, Frazier, Gal-
loway, Gambrell, Garraway, Gibson, Gilfoy, Granberry, Haley,
Ham, Harper, Hathorn, Hemphill, Hewes, Hightower, Hill, Hub-
bard, Irby, Johnston of Clarke, Johnston of Yazoo, Jones, King,
Kyle, Lamb, Langston, Long, Longest, Loper, Magruder, Mahon,
McAfee, McCafferty, McCuiston, McManus, Miller, Millsaps,
Mitchell, Moore, Moss, Murphree, Neill, Norton, Owen, Per-
menter, Posey, Pyle, Quin of Pike, Quin of Wilkinson, Ray, Rey-
nolds, Robbins, Rouse, Sharkey, Sharpe of Leake and Winston,
Sharp of Lowndes, Smith of Greene, Smith of Holmes, Smylie,
Stamps, Stennis of Kemper, Stennis of Lauderdale, Stubbs, Swin-
ney, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Underwood, Vollor,
Wall, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wren, Mr. Speaker—Total 112.

Absent and those not voting—Messrs. Alcorn, Castleman,
Causey, Coody, Cock, Denton of Quitman, Foster of Claiborne,
Foster of Warren, George, Goff, Groves, Heath, Magee, McAl-
lister, McDaniel, Norment, Pace, Senter, Shelby, Tucker and
Walker—Total 21. :

Unanimous consent was given the clerk to carry the bill just
passed to the Senate at once.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Arnold— :
H. B. No. 12, To be entitled An Act to amend Section 3041 of
ghﬁglgter 94 of the Annotated Code of 1892, in regard to Notaries
ublic.
Read twice and referred to Committee on Judiciary.
By Mr. Hathorn— :
H’.' B. No. 13, To be entitled An Act to divide the State into

eight Congressional Districts.
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Read twice and referred to Committee on Congressional Ap-
portionment, when named.

By Mr. Smith, of Holmes—

H).’ B. No. 14, To be entitled An Act to appropriate $2,500 in
the year 1902, and the same in the year 1903, for the Confederate
Hospital Annex at Vicksburg, Miss., and to provide for the dis-
tribution of the same.

Read twice and referred to Commxttee on Appropriation.

By Mr. Kyle—

H. B. No. 15, To be entitled An Act to revise and recodify
;he statute laws of the State and to make an appropriation there-

or.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. Stubbs—

H. B. No. .16, To be entitled An Act to amend Chapter 32 of
the Acts of 1898, so as to provide for the enumeration of the ed-
ucable children of the State every two years, instead of every four
years.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Education.

By Mr. Vollor—

H. B. No. 17, To be entitled An Act to provide for the support
and maintenance of the State Charity Hospital at Vicksburg. :

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriation.

By Mr. King—

H. B. No. 18, To be entitled An Act for the purpose of divid-
ing the State into eight Congressional Districts.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Congressional Ap-
portionment, when named.

By Mr. Evans—

H. B. No. 19, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the relief of certain officers, soldiers, sailors, widows and servants
of the war between the States.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. Harper—

H. B. No. 20, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the relief of certain officers, soldiers, sailors, widows and servants
of the war between the States.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. White—

H. B. No. 21, To be entitled An Act to divide the State into
eight Congressional Districts.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Congressional Ap-
portionment, when named.

By Mr. Haley—

H. B. No. 22, To be entitled An Act to divide the State of Mis-
sissippi into eight districts for the election of members to the
House of Representatives in Congress.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Congressional Appor-
tionment, when appointed.
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By Mr. Smith, of Greene—

H. B. No. 23, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the relief of indigent soldiers, sailors, widows and servants of the
war between the States.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Pensions.

Mr. Byrd—

I{ B. No. 24, To be entitled An Act to amend Chapter 32 of
the Acts of 1892.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Education.

By Mr. Johnston, of Clark—

H. B. No. 25, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the support of the common schools of the State of Mississippi for
the years 1902 and 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriation.

By Mr. Hewes—

H. B. No. 26, To be entitled An Act making an appropriation
to defray the expenses of the State Board of Health for the years
1902 and 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Public Health and
Quarantine,

APPROVAL MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR.

EXEcuTIVE DEPARTMENT,
JacksoN, Miss., January 9, 19oz.

MR. SPEAKER: I am directed by his Excellency, the Governor,
to inform the House of Representatives that he has this day ap-
proved the following entitled bills, to-wit:

H. B. No. 289, An Act to authorize the Board of Supervisors
to pay for vaccine virus heretofore purchased by county health
officers or reputable practicing licensed physician when the State
Board of Health has failed to do so.

H, B. No. 147, An Act for the relief of J. P. Cain, Agent of the
State, authorizing the Board of Supervisors of Carroll County to
reimburse him for money expended in an effort to capture G. N.

r.

H. B. No. 197, An Act for the relief of J. F. Williams,
of Leake County.

H. B. No. 298, An Act to amend Section goz of the Code so as
to permit a county treasurer to either produce the county funds
before tha Board of Supervisors or satlsfactory sworn statement
from a responsible bank that the funds are in the bank to the credit
of the county treasurer.

H. B. No. 223, An Act to authorize and provide for the sale of
causes of action, or any interest therein, after suit is brought
thereon.

H. B. No. 194, An Act to authorize the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen of the town of Vaiden to sell certain parts of certain
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streets and alleys of said town which has never been used or ded-
icated as a street.

H. B. No. 320, An Act to be entitled An Act to enable the
Board of Supervisors of Jefferson County to compensate Mrs.
Kate W. Grafton for repairs done to and insurance paid for the
Fayette Female Academy during the time the title thereto was
vested in her. .

H. B. No. 335, An Act to authorize the Board of Supervisors
of Jefferson County to examme and pay accounts of certain per-
sons rendering services in smallpox cases in I

H. B. No. 482, An Act to authorize the Board of Supervisors
of Tate County to pay Dr. Thomason for services rendered.

H. B. No. 491, An Act to restore the right of suffrage to Geo.
Payne, Jr., a citizen of Benton County, Mississippi.

H. B. No. 492, An Act to restore the right of suffrage to John
D. Brown and Billie Bright, citizens of Benton County, Missis-
sippi.

H. B. No. 291, An Act to amend Section 202 of the Annotated
Code of 1892, and Section 1 of Chapter 60 of the Acts of the spe-
cial session held in 1898 in relation to examination for admittance
to practice as an attorney and counsellor at law.

Respectfully,
J. J. ComaN, Private Secretary.

VETO MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR.

EXEcuTIVE DEPARTMENT,
JAackson, Miss., January 9, 1902.
To the House of Representatives:

I herewith return House Bill No. 277, “An Act for the relief
of H. L. Taylor, of Yazoo County, Mississippi,” without my sig-
nature, for the reason that it is a special act for the benefit of an
individual, which can be, and which in fact is, provided for by
general law, viz.: Chapter 74, Acts of 1900.

Respectfully,
A. H. LonGIiNo, Governor.

ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT,
JAckson, Miss., January 9, 1902.
To the House of Representatives:

I herewith return House Bill No. 349, “An Act to refund to
J. B. McAlpin, ex-sheriff and tax collector of Newton County,
the sum of ($475.64) four hundred and seventy-five and 64-100
dollars, erroneously paid by him into the State treasury,” without
my signature, for the reason that it is a special act for the benefit
of an individual, which can be, and which in fact is, provided for
by general law, viz.: Chapter 74 Acts of 1900.

Respectfully,
A. H. LoNaGiNo, Governor.
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ExXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
JAcksoN, Miss., January 9, 1902.
To the House of Representatives:

I herewith return House Bill No. 438, “An Act to change the
time of holding Supervisors’ Court in Itawamba County from the
first Monday of March and September to the second Monday,”
without my signature, for the reason that said bill seeks to
amend Section 278 of the Code, providing the time for holding
Supervisors’ Courts, in so far as said section applies to Itawamba
County, yet the said proposed amendment is not in compliance
with Section 61 of the State Constitution, which says: “No law
shall be amended by reference to its title only, but the section as
amended shall be inserted at length.”

Respectfully,
A. H. LoNgINO, Governor.

EXEcUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
JacksoN, Miss., January 9, 1902.
To the House of Representatives:

I herewith return House Bill No. 144, “An Act to refund to
W. K. Collins, a citizen of Franklin County, ten dollars ($10) as
a privilege tax license paid in 1891, paid and not réquired by law,”
without my signature, for the reason that it is a special act for the
benefit of an individual, which can be, and which in fact is, pro-
vided for by general law, viz.: Chapter 74, Acts of 1900.

Respectfully,
A. H. LoNGINO, Governor.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
JAcksoN, Miss., January 9, 1902.
To the House of Representatives:
I herewith return House Bill No. 148, “An Act to refund to
C. W. Graham taxes overpaid by him in the year 1898,” without
my signature, for the reason that it is a special act for the benefit
of an individual, which can be, and which in fact is, provided for
by general law, viz.: Chapter 74, Acts of 190o0.
Respectfully, .
A. H. LongiNo, Governor.

All the above veto messages were, on motion of Mr. Cox, of
Prentiss, referred to Committee on Local and Private Legislation.
At 11.40 A. M., on motion of Mr. Gambrell, the House ad-
journed until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
L. PINK SMITH,
Clerk of House of Representatives.
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) FOURTH DAY.

FripAY, January 10, 1902.
The House met pursuant to adjournment, Speaker Russell in

the chair. .

Prayer by Dr. Chas. B. Galloway.

The roll being called, the following members answered to their
names:

Mr. Speaker, Allen, Alsworth, Anderson, Arnold, Bennett,
Birmingham, Boddie, Bowers, Bradshaw, Brittain, Broadus,
Brooks, Brown of Adams, Brown of Itawamba, Burge, Burrus,
Byrd, Campbell, Clayton, Coleman, Coody, Cooner, Cox of Pren-
tiss, Cox of Panola, Crum, Crumpton, Denson, Denton of Lauder-
dale, Dodds, Doss, Dudley, Eddins, Ellis, Elmer, Evans, Fergu-
son, Ford, Foster of Warren, Franklin of Lowndes, Franklin of
Marshall, Frazier, Galloway, Gambrell, Garraway, George, Gib-
son, Gilfoy, Granberry, Haley, Ham, Harper, Hathorn, Hemp-
hill, Hewes, Hightower, Hill, Hubbard, Irby, Johnston of Clarke,
Johnston of Yazoo, Jones, King, Kyle, Lamb, Langston, Long,
Longest, Loper, Magruder, Mahon, McAfee, McAllister, McCaf-
ferty, McCuiston, McManus, Miller, Millsaps, Mitchell, Moore,
Moss, Murphree, Neill, Norment, Norton, Owen, Permenter, Po-
sey, Pyle, Quin of Pike, Quin of Wilkinson, Ray, Reynolds, Rob-
bins, Rouse, Senter, Sharkey, Sharpe of Leake and Winston,
Sharp of Lowndes, Shelby, Smith of Greene, Smith of Holmes,
Smylie, Stamps, Stennis of Kemper, Stennis of Lauderdale,
Stubbs, Swinney, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Under-
wood, Vollor, Wall, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wren—Total 119.

Absent—Messrs. Alcorn, Castleman, Causey, Cock, Denton ot
Quitman, Foster of Claiborne, Goff, Groves, Heath, Magee, Mc-
Daniel, Pace, Tucker, and Walker—Total 14.

Leave of absence granted Mr. Coody from day to day.

The journal of yesterday was, on motion of Mr. Smith of
Holmes, corrected and approved. ’

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY.

MR. SpeakeR: The Committee on Judiciary has had under
consideration the following bill referred to them, and have in-
structed me to report it back with the following recommenda-
tion:

H. B. No. 12, An Act to amend Section 3041 of Chapter 94 of
the Annotated Code of 1892, in regard to Notaries Public.

Title insufficient, and that the bill do not pass.

Bowers, Chasrman.




Hovuse JOURNAL 79

Mr. Sharp, of Lowndes, offered the following:

Resolved, That the sympathies of the House be, and are here-
by given to our fellow member, Hon. Pres Groves, of Leake
County, upon the death of his son, which occurred yesterday, and
that we extend to him our loving friendship while the dark shad-
ows are gathering about his home and heart.

Adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Mr. Quin, of Wilkinson, offered the following:

Resolved, That the use of the hall of the House of Representa-
tives be tendered to the Mississippi Historical Society for its an-
nual meeting Friday night, January 10, 1902.

Adopted.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

SENATE CHAMBER, January 10, 1902.

MR. SpEAKER: I am directed to inform the House that the
Senate has passed the following entitled bill, viz.:
An Act making an appropriation to defray the expenses of the
special session of the Legislature of 1902.
JorN Y. MuRRy, JR., Secretary.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Eddins—

H. B. No. 27, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money for
the support of the common schools of the State of Mississippi for
the years 1902 and 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. Taylor—

H. B. No. 28, To be entitled An Act,to make an appropriation
to defray the expenses of the State Insane Hospital for the years
1902 and 1903.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Humane and Benev-
olent Institutions.

By Mr. Quin, of Wilkinson—

H. B. No. 29, To be entitled An Act+o provide for the payment
of interest due the University of Mississippi on account of the
1894 land grant fund for the period from March 10, 1900, to No-
vember 1, 1901,

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.

By Mr. Quin, of Wilkinson—

H. B. No. 30, To be entitled An Act to make an appropriation
for the support of the University of Mississippi for the years
1902 and 1903 and for buildings and equipments needed.

Read twiece and referred to Committee on Universities and
Colleges. ~

By Mr. Robbins—

H. B. No. 31, To be entitled An Act to provide for the support
and maintenance of the State Charity Hospital at Vicksburg.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Appropriations.
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Hy Mr. Denton of Lauderdale—

B. No. 32, To be entitled An Act to make an appropriation
to defray the expenses of the East Mississippi Insane Hospital
for the years 190z and 1903, and for other purposes.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Humane and Benev-
olent Institutions.

By Mr. Byrd—

H. B. No. 33, To be entitled An Act to amend Sectlon 3771 of
the Annotated Code of 1892, so as to have the lands assessed every
two years instead of every four years.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Rouse—

H. B. No. 34, To be entitled An Act to require a new assess-
 ment of lands in 1902, and every four years thereafter.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Brown, of Adams—

H. B. No. 35, To be entitled An Act to transfer to the office of
the Land Commissioner all State land records and levee land re-
cords and all other land records, except assessment rolls, now in
the Auditor’s office, and to repeal Sections 3815, 3837, 3857, 3858,
3859, 3863, 3864, 3865, and 3866 of the Annotated Code of 1892.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Public Lands.

At 11.40 A. M., on motion of Mr. Senter, the House took a re-
cess until 3 0 clock . M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met at 3 P. M. pursuant to adjournment, Speaker
Russell in the chair.

A quorum present.

On motion of Mr. White the privileges of the House were ex-
tended to Major M. F. Berry, of Jasper County.

Mr. George moved that the House extend an invitation to Hon.
John M. Allen to address the House on the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition to be held in St. Louis in 1903, and that a committee
of three be appointed to notify Mr. Allen of the invitation.

Adopted.

The Speaker named as members of the committee Messrs.
George, Stennis of Lauderdale, and Pyle.

Mr. Sharkey moved to call from Committee on Federal rela-
tions the resolution in regard to Admiral Schley, introduced Jan-
uary 8th by Mr. McAllister and referred to the said committee.

Mr. Haley moved to table the motion made by Mr. Sharkey,
and the motion to table prevailed.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

Mgr. SpPEAKER: I am directed to inform the House of Repre-
sentatives that the Senate has adopted S. C. Res. No. 2, as fol-
lows, viz.: .

Resolved by the Senate and the House concurring therein,
That the decision of Admiral Dewey in the court of investiga-
tion of charges against Admiral Schley has our unqualified ap-
proval ; be it further

Resolved, That no text-book ought ever to be used in the pub-
lic schools of this State assailing the conduct of Admiral Schley
as not being the hero of Santiago.

JouN Y. MuURry, JRr., Secretary.

* Mr. Loper offered the following:

Resolved, That the Senate be invited to hear the speech of
Hon. John M. Allen in the hall of the House of Representatives
this afternoon, and that a committee of three be named by the
Speaker to extend the invitation to the Senate.

Adopted.

The Speaker named as members of the committee Messrs. Ben-
nett, Senter and Lamb.

The committee soon returned, and after announcing that the
duty assigned it had been performed, was discharged.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS.

MR. SpEAKER: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have exam-
ined the following entitled bill and find that it is correctly enrolled,
and we herewith present it to the Speaker for his signature, to-wit:

H. B. No. 1, An Act making an appropriation to defray the
expenses of the special session of the Legislature of 1902.

Froyp Loper, Chairman.

Whereupon all business of the House was suspended while the
Speaker signed the bill just reported, he having called the atten-
tion of the House thereto.

The Speaker announced the appointment of George Lee as a
porter in the House, the services to begin January 11, 1902.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY,

MR. SpeAkER: The Committee on Judiciary has had under
consideration the following bill referred to them, and have in-
structed me to report it back with the following recommendation:

H. B. No. 4, To amend Section 6 of Chapter 34 of the Acts
of 1894 so as to further limit the time within which the State Rev-
enue Agent shall have the right to sue for, collect and have as-
sessed delinquent taxes.

Title sufficient, and that the bill do not pass.

E. ]J. Bowers, Chairman,



82 HOUSE JOURNAL

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Adams, the bill reported from the
Judiciary Committee above was recommitted to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Evans—

H. B. No. 36, To be entitled An Act to require the several State
officials hereinafter named to make guarantee or surety bonds, and
to fix the penalty of same, and to provide for the payment of the
premiums of such bonds out of the State treasury, and to repeal
all laws in conflict herewith.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Judiciary.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

EXEcCUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Jackson, Miss., January 10, 1902.
MR. SpeAKER: The Governor directs me to inform the House
of Representatives that he has this day approved the following
bill, to-wit:
H. B. No. 1, An Act making an appropriation to defray the ex-
penses of the special session of the Legislature of 1902.
Respectfully,
J. J. ComaN, Private Secretary.

At this time the Committee appointed to notify Hon. J. M.
Allen that he had been invited to address the Legislature returned
with Mr. Allen. The Speaker in a few appropriate words intro-
duced Mr. Allen to the House and visitors.

Mr. Allen delivered an interesting address on the prospects of
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition and expressed the hope that
the Mississippi Legislature would make a liberal appropriation
for a Mississippi exhibit at the Exposition.

On motion of Mr. McAllister the thanks of the House were ex-
tended Mr. Allen for his address.

At 4.40 P. M., on motion of Mr. Garraway, the House ad-
journed until Tuesday morning, January 14, at 10 o’clock.

L. PINkK SMITH,
Clerk of House of Representatives.

FIFTH DAY.

SATURDAY, January 11, 1902.
The House stood adjourned.
L. PINx SMITH,
Clerk of House of Representatives.
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SIXTH DAY.

MonNDAY, January 13, 1902.
The House stood adjourned.
L. PINK SMITH,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

SEVENTH DAY.

TUESDAY, January 14, 19o2.

The House met pursuant to adjournment, Speaker Russell in
the chair.

Prayer by Representative Ferguson.

The roll being called, the following members answered to their
names ;

Mr. Speaker, Alcorn, Allen, Alsworth, Anderson, Arnold, Ben- .-
nett, Birmingham, Boddie, Bowers, Bradshaw, Brittain, Broadus,
Brooks, Brown of Adams, Brown of Itawamba;, Burge, Burrus,
Byrd, Campbell, Clayton, Coody, Cooner, Cox of Prentiss, Cox of
Panola, Crum, Crumpton, Denson, Denton of Lauderdale, Denton
of Quitman, Dodds, Doss, Dudley, Eddins, Ellis, Elmer, Evans,
Ferguson, Ford, Foster of Warren, Franklin of Lowndes, Frank-
lin of Marshall, Frazier, Galloway, Gambrell, Garraway, George,
Gibson, Gilfoy, Granberry, Haley, Ham, Harper, Hathorn, Heath,
Hemphill, Hightower, Hill, Hubbard, Irby, Johnston of Clarke,
Johnston of Yazoo, Jones, King, Kyle, Lamb, Langston, Long,
Longest, Loper, Magruder, Mahon, McAfee, McAllister, McCaf-
ferty, McCuiston, McManus, Miller, Mitchell, Moss, Murphree,
Neill, Norton, Owen, Pace, Posey, Pyle, Quin of Wilkinson, Ray,
Reynolds, Robbins, Rouse, Senter, Sharkey, Sharpe of Leake and
Winston, Sharp of Lowndes, Shelby, Smith of Greene, Smith of
Holmes, Smylie, Stamps, Stennis of Kemper, Stennis of Lauder-
dale, Stubbs, Swinney, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Turner, Un-
derwood, Vollor, Wall, Walker, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wren
—Total 118.

Absent—Messrs. Castleman, Causey, Cock, Coleman, Foster
of Claiborne, Goff, Groves, Hewes, Magee, McDaniel, Millsaps,
Moore, Permenter, Quin of Pike and Tucker—Total 15.
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Leave of absence granted from day to day to Messrs. Norton,
Hubbard, Magee, Permenter, Quin of Pike, and Foster of Clai-
borne. o

On motion of Mr. Gambrell the reading of the journal of yes-
terday was dispensed with and the same stood approved.

Privileges of the House were tendered to Hon. P. E. Williams,
of Pearl River County, on motion of Mr. Rouse.

Mr. Crum offered the following:

Resolved, That the ministers’ association of the city of Jack-
son be, and it is requested to furnish some one of its members to
open each day’s session of this House with prayer.

Adopted.

. Mr. Brown, of Adams, offered the following:

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the House be tendered the
teachers, officers and students of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College, and the Industrial Institute and College for their hos-
pitable entertainment of the members of the Legislature during
their inspection of said institutions; and especially to Hon. J. T.
Senter and Hon. M. A. Franklin for their care in looking after the
comfort and pleasure of the members.

Adopted.

Mr. Sharkey offered a memorial from the Mississippi division
of United Confederate Veterans in regard to the Confederate mon-
ument now on the State Capitol grounds in Jackson.

Read and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to inform the House of Repre-
sentatives that the Senate has passed the following concurrent res-
olution, to-wit"®

A concurrent resolution inviting Dr. E. A, Alderman, Presi-
dent of Tulane University, to address the Legislature.

JouN Y. MuRRry, JR., Secretary.

Mr. McAllister introduced concurrent resolution to amend Sec-
tion 36 of the Constitution of the State of Mississippi.

Was read and referred to Committee on Constitution.

Senate Concurrent Resolution approving the decision of Ad-
miral Dewey in the investigation of the charges against Admiral
Schley, was referred, on motion of Mr. McAllister, to the Commit-
tee on Federal Relations.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 6, inviting Dr. E. A. Al-
derman, President of Tulane University, to address the Legisla-
ture, was, on motion of Mr. Crum, concurred in.

Mr. Walker, elected to succeed the late Mr. Tate, of Pike
County, appeared and was sworn in as a member of the House by
the Speaker.

Mr. Gilfoy offered a memorial to the Senators and Repre-
sentatives in Congress from Mississippi, requesting them to urge
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the passage of a bill by Congress refunding to the ten States from
which was collected the tax collected on cotton immediately after
the war.

Referred to the Committee on Pensions.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Mr. Taylor— : :

H).’ B. No. 37, To be entitled An Act to make appropria-
tion to defray the expenses of the Institute for the Blind and for
other purposes.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Humane and Be-
nevolent Institutions.

By Mr. Loper—

I{ B. No. 38, To be entitled An Act to’ provide for asta-
tistical statement of crimes committed in this State, showing name,
age, sex, color, nativity and offense charged.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. Loper— '

H. B. No. 39, To be entitled An Act to divide the State
into eight Congressional Districts.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Congressional
Apportionment,

By Mr. Smith, of Holmes—

H. B. No. 40, To be entitled An Act to amend Chapter
45, Acts of 1900, in reference to the fees to be charged for the
recording of charters of incorporations and to provide that no suit
or defense shall be maintainable in favor of any corporation fail-
ing to have its charter recorded in accordance with the terms of
this Act.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Kyle—

}f.' B. No. 41, To be entitled An Act to appropriate money
to defray the expenses of the Legislative, Executive and Judicial
departments of the' State government and to pay interest on the
State debt.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Appropriation.

By Mr. Sharkey—

H. B. No. 42, To be entitled An Act to raise revenue by
making valid and of binding effect all contracts made previous to
the passage of this act and subsequent to January 1, 1899, which
are or were null and void or voidable under previous or existing
laws because of non-payment of privilege taxes due when such
contracts were made, upon terms of full payment of all such priv-
ilege taxes so in default with two hundred per centum damages
thereon, within sixty days after the passage of this act.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. -

By Mr. Moss—

H. B. No. 43, To be entitled An Act to further carry into
effect the contract made under Chapter 385, Acts of 1888, being an
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Act to better secure safety and health in the State institutions, etc.,
approved March 10, 1888, and to defray the expenses thereof.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Appropriation.

By Mr. Moss—

H. B. No. 44, To be entitled An Act to pay for legal serv-
ices rendered the State in the suit of Warren County et al. v. E. H.
Nall, Land Commissioner.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Local and Pri-

vate Legislation.
' By Mr. Crum— )

H. B. No. 45, To be entitled An Act to amend Section
1991 of the Annotated Code, 1892, so as to graduate the salaries
of Clerks of the Chancery Courts for ex officio services rendered.
Read twice and referred to the Committee on Fees and Sal-
aries, )

By Mr. Rouse—

H. B. No. 46, To be entitled An Act to make an appropria-
tion for the equipment and support of the Branch Agricultural
Experiment Station at McNeill, Mississippi.

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

At 11.30 A. M. the House, on motion of Mr. Brown, of Adams,
took a recess until 4 o’clock p. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met at 4 p. M. pursuant to adjournment, Speaker
Russell in the chair.
A quorum present.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES,

MRr. SpEAKER: The Committee on Rules has had under .con-
sideration the following resolution referred to them, and have in-
structed me to report it back with the following recommendations:

House Resolution to amend the rules so as to provide a calen-
dar for the orderly transaction of business.

The resolution as amended by the committee be adopted.

Bowgrs, Chairman.

Mr. Bowers, for the Committee on Rules, offered as a substi-
tute to the resolution to amend the rules previously offered by Mr.
Sharkey, the following:

The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall keep a calen-
dar for the information and use of the House, and shall enter upon
such calendar all bills in order in which same are reported. The
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regular order shall be the bill favorably reported in the order in
which same are returned to the House, and no bill unfavorably re-
ported may be taken up except by a majority vote of the members
present. No minority report shall be urged unless same be filed
in writing. Appropriation and revenue bills shall always be en-
titled to precedence.

Adopted.

Mr. Cox moved to strike from the substitute the words “no mi-
nority report shall be urged unless same be filed in writing.”

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Bowers the substitute as amended was then
adopted.

Mr. Bowers tendered his resignation as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Local and Private Legislation, and Mr. Alcorn, second
on the committee, was named by the Speaker as chairman of said
committee.

Mr. Bowers moved to repeal the amendment to Rule 14 as
adopted by the last House, which limited the time of a member
speaking to five minutes, and restore the rule making the time limit
twenty-five minutes.

Adopted.

By unanimous consent Mr. Bowers introduced House Bill No.
47, To be entitled An Act to repeal Section 3264 of the Annotated
Code of 1892, to restrict participation in conventions and in pri-
mary meetings and elections to qualified voters, and to require uni-
formity of time in holding said conventlons, primary meetings and
elections.

Read twice and referred to Committee on Registration and
Elections.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY.

MR. SpEAKER: The Committee on Judiciary has had under
consideration the following bill referred to them, and have in-
structed me to report it back with the following recommendations:

H. B. No. 15, An Act to revise and recodify the statute laws of
the State and to make an appropriation therefor.

Title sufficient, and that the bill do not pass.

E. J. Bowers, Chairman.

REPORT OF JUDICIARY COMMITTEE.

To the Speaker and House of Representatives:

GENTLEMEN : The Judiciary Committee, to which was referred
House Resolution as to the disposition of election returns, beg
leave to report as follows:

An inspection of the Constitution and statutes of the State of
Mississippi have brought your committee to the conclusion that it
. becomes the Speaker’s duty to open and publish the election re-
turns upon Tuesday, the 14th day of January, and the duty of the



88 HousE JOURNAL

House to ascertain and count the votes; being of that opinion we
are unable to report, that the resolution do pass.

Inasmuch as we understand that the resolution was referred
with a view of obtaining the judgment of the committee as to the
proper course to be taken with said returns, we beg to report our
conclusions as follows:

Section 140 of the Constitution applies only to the election of
the Governor, and that at the regular quadrennial election.

Section 143 provides that “all other State officers shall be elect-
ed at the same time and in the same manner as provided for elec-
" tion of Governor,” and, in our judgment, applies only to the regu-
lar quadrennial election. ’

Elections to fill vacancies in State offices are, in our opinion,
governed by Section 103, which provides that “in all cases not oth-
erwise provided for in this Constitution, the Legislature may de-
termine the mode of filling all vacancies in all ofhices, and in cases
of emergency provisional appointments may be made by the Gov-
ernor to continue until the vacancy is regularly filled, and the Leg-
islature shall provide suitable compensation of all officers and shall
define their respective powers.”

An inspection of this section will demonstrate beyond cavil
that neither Section 140 or 143 have any reference whatever to
elections to fill vacancies, and that the whole matter with refer-
ence to said election is by the Constitution committed to the Leg-
islature.

Sections 3672 and 3673, Code 1892, provide that a statement of
all votes shall be sent to the Secretary of State, and that the Sec-
retary of State, after receiving the returns of the election, shall
transmit the same to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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