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X5t. sMn iqcX! of the poiSonous Root Zaxely 
fourdmized among the Gentian; by thefame. 

scadMarchlz.HE followingAccount is the bell 
t747 1 I have receiv'd of the poifonous 
EffeEts of a noxious RootX lately found in a ParceL 
of G-entian, andj exlaibircd for USc to fcveral Pcrfons 
inRead of itv And as it is attendcd with fuch dan- 
gerous ConSequences, I thought eacn an imperfe£t 
Relation of Fads had better be given immediately, 
than to expeEt morc CircumRances, and Nvait fo long 
for them, till greater MifchicEs might happen} by 
tlle Inattention of fach as are conliantly adminifirinn 

Medicines. The follosving Account was fent by a 
Gentleman cf Hbleden PariQl, Bgckirlt;kvznlhire; 
and is found to a} ree in general with fonze otlacr 
fatal InItances that have happcn'd Stnce in Lnador. 

Mary B?rge/4s, ared 60 Ycars, about S o'Cloclr 
ill the Nlorning, drank of an InfuGon of only one 
Penynvorth (Nvithout otlacr 11zgrcdients) of fuppoted 
Gentian Root, in half a Pint of white Wine; It is 
1lncertain what prccile Qlantity {he took; but in 
tW0 Hours afterwards Ihe taltcr d in her Speech, had 
Twitchinrs and ConvulSons of her Hands fo far7 
that the ignorant Ey-Sandcrs alle='d the poor Wo- 
marl xvas drunk; and fO left hcr aXbed ti,l I2 0' 
Clock, to 21eep it out. 01a their Acturn hosrevcr 
the appear'd muclu worfe, was fceclulcEsX ar.d re- 
maind fo 3 whole Days, and did not knosv any 
lDodfr all that timc. In her Illneis a PurCing came 
on, and at laR carried hcr off. 

Kathariae 



Zatharine lEoodward? aged 44 Ycars, took about 
a Tea-0poonful of the fame \0fine, and foon after 
fell dos^tla fpeechlef>, and her Limbs ss ere paral) tic 
near 36 Holurs: AFer that .c recover'd her Speech} 
but continucd i; I above a Fortnit,tltX and Part of tllat 
Time her under Jasr ras cc)nau-gcd, and (he bled 
both at ;Nlouth and Stofc, in the 13eginning. 

Mary 7Diggirs, aged 33 Years, tafted a much lefs 
tuantit) ot the fame XVine than the former had 

done; and thourh terrify'd at her SJeighbour's bad 
S?mptoms, Ihe dratlk xvarm \0Tater with Oil, in 
order to vomit; yet ffie foon Ragger'dJ and grevf 
delirious, could not fnvallow any Solids, and lok 
the perfeEt uSe of her Eye-fi,llt a Fortnight. 

The sague Repotts of thefe, and Mr. Pots's Cafes 
illduc!d me to obtain thc Fasour of tsvo or 3 Drug- 
giLls to look os7er fome Gentian-Root, one Parcel 
of xvhich had no leEs than a 20th Part of a Root, 
nvhich at firPt Si:,ht xvas diScover'd to be 1lo Gentian. 

This Root, for xxthich sx7e have yet no N7atne, is of 2 
^,reaiSh broxYn Colotlr externally, but it is browner, 
and tnore rcfinous inteEnally: lMoll of that which I has e 
Sccn, is about the Thickncfs of a Fingcr; tho' Some 
is much larger and xhiter 5 which is a Reafon nvith 
feveral for thinking there are two Sorts of it ; and 
indeed fome Pieces crmit a Llronger and more nau- 
reous Smell * But this I appreherld may be occation ci 
only by a larger Quantit; of Refin in them All of 
them are of an acrid pllngent Tafie, and leave a Dry- 
sweSs on the Ton,ue. 

I judg'd 

[24 ] 
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I judg'd it therefore neceCary to try wilat Eft 

fecRs this Ro¢t mivht hase on Do s, that I mi^,ht 
thereby the be ter con jedure cotlcernin^, tI1em on 
the human Spvcies; alnd though no lnlan has any 
RiOht xxanton?y to toiturc or deRroy in a cruel 
zanner the lcalt Animal; yet when good PurpoSes 

are anfwetsd in the \Azhole of Things by infcrior 
St3tures vic.din;, to fuperior ones, a Man mavX xvith- 
OUt Ua imputation tO h s moral Charader, facrifice 
the Interzlt of a baser Order to the HappincEs of one 
tupcrior 

\07ith tI1 S Intcntion I dec<3Etcd half an Ounce of 
this unkno srn Roor poBJder d groXy in tcn Ounces 
of fair \X7ater, t!ll tuzo were csaporatcd ; thctl lut 
tac D ccoft ion Ralad 6 Hours . A ft z r t h is I gs (: 
half of it, Rirring r1p tlle Ponvdcr, to a younr Oog. 
rlhis rnadc him iralviy foaXn at tlc lNlouti5; I.c 

nrestZ fick, alld voS-lircd i'art of te Dolncs set in 
lc1s than half an Hour recid iilkc one drullk, llad 
Tsvitchin^,s of itiS Limbs, and aftir lontc tit.le tilC 

blotion or his He<Lt V as Irrcgu'ar, alld itlt¢rlzittcnt, 
tlaough Rron^: He ss-as neepy about an Hout, bu. 
canze graduaity to i> inSlf ila ha, dn Hour morc, 
vnd eat \7ittUXiSX hictl before hz rwfus'd. 

TCYO Va;X75 altCr) ttse tane OoD tOo-- + Ou^.ces of 
Dccoctlon of Gcnt an n-sade as l trell: as tI' foam<rt 
ldllt I difcGlcrn riot all;> bati S\I11PtOX11 frolll i. I 
u'cd this Qualltit:+t, as CitnLian-Root is fometimcs 
2,:sen to that (2udnti y in t>e Iladicc of Ph3-fich 
it is aboN e ten DdN s fince hz twok tze filLt Dccoc3tion; 
alld hitherto continucs sxJcll. 

Another DOD toon abose a Drann \\reiglat of tlac 
ullknossn Pxtot, hncly poxvder'd) and na;x'd svith 

Butter: 
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lWlltter . k inltantly madc hinl foam from tlle .Mouth, 
and caus XI fudden Vomiting, and, in half all Hour, 
\&'eakrlefs of his Limbs, and Staggerillg, nvhLch 
lalled half an Hour, and then 11e recoyer'd. 

I tried tO give a larger Ctarltity to another Dot,; 
blut it bein^, tOO much likc othct irritating Medi- 
cines, cauCcd fo great a Vomiting, as deRroy'd thz 
Effeds which a fmallcr Quantity had beforc proz 
duc'd. 

One of the l:)ogs lwad fome loofe Stools after 
taking it ; another urirl'd plentifull}t. 

Like Experiments hase been madc by Mr 'Pevrce 
at St. Ehomas s Hofyital, xvhich had nearl) the fame 
Es ent. 

Though none of the Dogs were killed by this 
Drug, but remain tcz Appearance sZell, yct all ApoX 
thecaries has e fufficient Reafon to exam ine very 
fiiEtly their Gentian, and to rc jeEt xvhat tllcy find 
not genuine, fince one of thc NATomen ltefore men- 
tion'd, and a Man that I hase heard, of are both 
dead; and fince Gentian is of general Ufe in medi- 
cal Compofitions, as nvell as the primary Ingredient 
in the cordial Bitters Ladies make for their oxva 
Ufe. 

I i XVI. 
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