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INTRODUCTION

Twenty-seven States, Including the
District of Columbia, co-operated with the
Bureau of the Census In furnishing reports
of defendants in criminal cases disposed of
by courts of general jurisdiction during
the year 1938. This is the seventh year
thp*. the judicial criminal statistics col-
lection nas been made by the Bureau of the
Census. The first collection in 1932 in-
cluded reports from 16 States, 24 States
furnished information for 1933,27 for 1934,
30 for 1935 and 1936, and 29 for 1937. Dur-
ing the present year (1938) two States,
Arizona and Nebraska, were dropped from the
annual collection because of the difficul-
ties in obtaining a State official to act
as State supervisor for the Bureau of the
Census.

Scope of statistics .—The judicial
criminal statistics gathered by the Bureau
of the Census are limited for the most part
to statistics of criminal defendants dis-
posed of by courts of general jurisdiction.
Under the judicial organization of most
States there is a court of general juris-
diction in each county which has the author-
ity ill criminal cases to try and dispose of
all serious or felony offenses and of such
minor or misdemeanor offenses as are not
within the exclusive Jurisdiction of infe-
rior courts. Thus any offender charged with
a felony will be tried in a court of gener-
al jurisdiction although he may have a pre-
liminary examination in a minor court. In
a few States, the power to try and dispose
of felony charges has been extended, in
certain instances, to minor courts such as
municipal and county courts.

V/hlle most offenders convicted of fel-
ony charges are disposed of by courts of
general jurisdiction, this does not mean
that all felony charges are finally dis-
posed of In these courts. Many offenders
arrested on a felony charge are disposed of
finally In minor courts either by the dis-
missal of the charge at the preliminary ex-
amination or the reduction of the charge to
a misdemeanor that Is within the jurisdic-
tion of the minor court. This means that
statistics gathered mainly from courts of
general jurisdiction fall far short of ac-
counting for the prosecution of all offend-
ers charged with felonies. Not until ju-
dicial criminal statistics can cover all
action taken in a criminal case from the
point of arrest or the filing of the first

9f3s-

charge to final disposition will there be
data available To give us an adequate pic-
ture of the administration of criminal Jus-
tice.

Methods of collection .—The judicial
criminal statistics collected by the Bureau
of the Census are based on an annual report
made by the clerks of court on two uniform
tally sheets supplied by the Bureau of the
Census. One provides for the tallying of
all defendants disposed of during the year
by offense and method of disposition; the
other provides for the tallying of all per-
sons convicted by offense and sentence Im-
posed. The 1938 data were collected by this
tally-sheet method in 22 of the 27 States.
Reports were received from Massachusetts
and New York on the basis of the reporting
forms used by the Departments of Correction
in those respective States. For the District
of Columbia, Minnesota, and 67 of the Ohio
counties, the data were reported by means
of individual-case cards.

The accuracy of the data reported on
the tally sheets necessarily depends on the
care with which clerks of court enter the
tally marks in accordance with the Instruc-
tions furnished them. The fact that instruc-
tions are necessarily general in order to
apply to many jurisdictions, that most
clerks of court are exceedingly busy offi-
cials usually without sufficient clerical
assistance, and that they are asked to make
these reports voluntarily without compensa-
tion or other assistance, means that the
tally sheets are not always made out v;ith

the care desired.
The task of making up an annual tally-

sheet report from the court records is not
a simple one. Court dockets and registers
have been evolved primarily for reference
purposes. They are not uniform from county
to county or from court to court. They are
not always uniform within the same county
and court, as newly elected clerks may make
changes in the detail recorded in their
books. The classification of cases according
to offense and particular method of dispo-
sition or type of sentence also is quite
difficult, and inasmuch as different clerks
have different ideas as to how an offender
should be classified, there is a resulting
lack of uniformity In the data reported.
There is seldom any other summary of court
dispositions available with which to com-
pare the tally made on the census schedules.
Even if another summary is available, it is

not likely to be in the same terms or units
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as the census reports. Further, if errors
have been made In the process of tallying,
there is no way to check or eliminate them
except to repeat the entire process.

A nev7 method of collecting Judicial
criminal statistics on the basis of indi-
vidual case reports was tried out in 1937
in Ohio, Minnesota, and the District of Co-
lumbia and was continued during 1938. Under
this system the clerk of court fills out a
standard card furnishing a summary of the
action taken in each case filed and dis-
posed of in his court. The classification
and tabulation of these cards is done for a
State by a central statistical agency, en-
suring uniform classification and interpre-
tation of the data reported from all coun-
ties. This method is far more flexible than
the tally-sheet method, as it makes possible
a more intensive analysis of the data col-
lected and, further, can quite easily be
adapted to the particular record-keeping
routines used by the different clerks of
court. As more work is required to tabulate,
analyze, and summarize reports collected
under the individual-case method, it will
be difficult for the Bureau of the Census
to underteike the detailed work required in
the collection of statistics by this method
for a large number of States. The collection
made in the three jurisdictions mentioned
has been carried on as an experiment to
test out the practicability of this system.
It is hoped that the various States will
establish their own statistical bureaus. The
development of a satisfactory national sys-
tem of judicial criminal statistics will
depend to a large extent on the establish-
ment of such State bureaus. A State agency
will be able to work out a system which
fits the particular law, procedure, and
practice of the State and can make much
more detailed analysis of the statistics
gathered than is possible by a national
agency dealing with all States;

Limitations of the statistics .—There
are wide differences to be found from State
to State both in the organization of the
general trial courts and in the particular
jurisdiction possessed by them. It will be
noted in table 9 of this report (page 9)
that the 1938 statistics were collected
from several different kinds of courts and
occasionally from two or three types within
a single State. '.Vhile each State usually
has a single type of court of general ju-
risdiction, in some States special jurisdic-
tion to dispose of felony offenses has been
given to courts which otherwise would be
classified as courts of limited jurisdic-
tion. In Vermont, for instance, the county
courts are the general trial courts of the
State and have complete power to dispose of
felony cases. However, the municipal courts
??3^

of that State have been granted power to
dispose of felony cases where the defendant
pleads guilty. As most of the felony cases
are disposed of by pleas of guilty in the
municipal courts, it is necessary to col-
lect statistics from both of these types of
courts in Vermont to obtain fairly complete
coverage of the felony convictions in that
State.

There is a great deal of variance in
the extent of jurisdiction possessed by the
general trial courts even within a single
State. These courts have essentially a
residual jurisdiction; that is, they handle
and dispose of all types of cases that are
not specifically given over to some other
court for disposal. In some States this
jurisdiction is divided between general
trial courts and minor courts, both having
concurrent jurisdiction over misdemeanors.
Frequently, in metropolitan counties the
court of general jurisdiction will handle
only felony cases, as the authority to dis-
pose of all misdemeanor cases has been
granted exclusively to the municipal court
of the main city in the county. In the same
State, however, the general trial courts in
the rural counties will handle not only
felony cases but also a large number of
misdemeanor cases that are not disposed of
by local justices of the peace. There are,
therefore, some very real difficulties of
comparison in these statistics. The same
technique that was used in 1935, 1936, and
1937 of limiting the summary and compara-
tive analysis of State material to major
offenses is again used in 1938. It is
thought that this method eliminates a great
deal of variability in the statistics which
would otherwise result from the widely dif-
fering jurisdiction over criminal cases of
the reporting courts.

There are no refinements of selection,
however, which will make up for the fact
that these statistics do not embody the re-
sults of the early stages of prosecution of
felony cases. In many counties large num-
bers of offenders arrested and charged with
felonies are eliminated or disposed of on
reduced charges in municipal or other minor
courts before the cases ever reach the gen-
eral trial courts, whereas in other counties
very few felony cases will be disposed of
in the minor courts and the number of oases
appearing in the trial courts will be, by
comparison, exceedingly large.. Consequent-
ly, it is impossible to assume that statis-
tics of courts of general jurisdiction ful-
ly account for prosecution practices. For
this reason, too positive conclusion3 should
not be drawn from the variations in dispo-
sitions and sentences observed from State
to State in these statistics.
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ANALYSIS OF 1938 DATA

Dlspoeitlon and sentence
consists feS

States ,

pally ofThe 1936 report consists pr]

aunmaries for each of the 27 co-operating
States. For 25 States it was possible to
present a 4-year comparison showing, for
major offenses, the number of defendants
disposed of, by type of disposition and sen-
tence, for the years 1938, 1937, 1936, and
1935. Such a comparison for a given State
is much more reliable and useful than any
comparisons that might be made between
States, for reasons already outlined.

The first four tables will present the
summary data on disposition and sentence, by
States. Tables 5 to 8, Inclusive, will
present the same information for the 27
States combined, by offense.

Table 1 shows , by States , the number
and proportion of defendants charged with
major offenses who were eliminated without
conviction, and the number and proportion
convicted. The proportion of defendants
eliminated without conviction ranges from
36.0 percent in Indiana to 4.0 percent in
Rhode Island, and conversely, the proportion
convicted ranges from 96.0 percent in Rhode
Island to 64.0 percent in Indiana. For the

27 States taken., individually, the median
proportion convicted is 80.2 percent, that
is, 13 States show a higher proportion of
convictions and 13 States a smaller propor-
tion.

Table 2 shows the number and propor-
tion of defendants eliminated without con-
viction for each
elimination, namely.

of the three types of
(1) dismissed and other

no-penalty 'dispositions, (2) acquitted by
court after waiver of jury trial, and (3)
acquitted by jury. Dismissals and other no-
penalty dispositions account for the great
majority of defendants eliminated, ranging
from 100.0 percent in Rhode Island to 39.9
percent in Pennsylvania. The median pro-
portion dismissed for the 27 States taken
individually is 77.1 percent. It will be
noted that In several States there were no

acquittals by court after waiver of jury
trial. In most of these States this is due
to the fact that there is no legal pro-
vision for waiver of jury trial in a felony
case. The proportion of defendants elimin-
ated who were acquitted by jury ranges from
53.5 percent in Pennsylvania to none in

Rhode Island. The median proportion of de-
fendants acquitted by Jury for the 27

States is 16.8 percent.

TABLE 1.— DEFENDANTS ELIMINATED ZITHGUT CONVICTION AND DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, BY STATES: 1958

State
Total

disposed
of

Eliminated
without conviction

Number Percent

Convicted

Number Percent

77.7Total, 27 States

California
Colorado
Connecticut
District of Columbia.
Idaho
^dlana
Iowa
Kansas
Liassachusetts
Michigan
{Minnesota
Lontana.
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Uhio...
uregon
t'ennsylvania
Hhode Island
South Jakota
Utah
t/ermont

Washington
Wisconsin
V/yoming

84,155 18,750 22.5 65,425

5,586
1,546
1,029
1,788

510
5,952
1,641
1,658
5,U85
4,625
2,295

545
496

6,104
955

10,687
535

6,459
1,U89
24,548

651
592
585
454

1,657
3,430

517

6i9
273
156
492
86

1,417
332
564
6'92

949
294
49

108
1,208

258
2,884

93
997
127

6,255
26
51

102
96

280
472
70
1

17.5
17.7
15.2
27.5
16.9
56.

U

2U.2
22.0
22.4
20.5
12.8
14.2
21.8
19.8
24.9
27.0
17.4
15.4
U.7
25.5
4.0

13.0
26.6
22.1
17.1
13.8
22.1

2,967
1,273

873
1,296

424
2,515
1,509
1,294
2,393
3,674
2,U0l

296
388

4,896
717

7,805
440

5,462
962

18,295
625
341
281
338

1,357
2,958

247

82.7
82.5
84.8
72.5
85.1
64.0
79.8
78.0
77.6
79.5
87.2
85.8
78.2
80.2
75.1
73.0
82.6
84.6
88.5
74.5
96.0
87.0
75.4
77.9
82.9
86.2
77.9
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TABLE 2.—DEFENDANTS ELIMINATED V.TTMOUT COMVIGTION, BY METHOD OF DISPOSITIuN,
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TABLE 3.—DEFEJfDANTS CONVICTED, BY METHOD OF CONVICTION, Bi STATES: 1938
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TABLE 4.—DEFENDANTS CONVICTED AND SENTENCED, BY TYPE OF SENTENCE, BY STATES: 1938

State
Defendants

sentenced

State prisons
and reformatories

Number Percent

Probation and

suspended sentence

Number Percent

Jails, work-

houses, etc.

Number Percent

All other
sentences

Number Percent

Total, 27 States.

California
Colorado
Connecticut
District of Columbia
Idaho
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas ,

iiassachusetts

ifichigan
iriinnesota

Uontana
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New UexLco
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Utah
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
I'fyoming ••••••..

65,425 *25,452 35.8 21,191 52.4 16,720

2,967
1,275

873
1,296

424
2,515
1,309
1,294
2,393
3,674
2,001

296
388

4,896
717

7,803
440

5,462
962

18,295
625
341
281
338

1,357
2,958

247

954
845
257
777
241

1,392
578

l,0u9
645

1,786
903
211
115

1,698
595

5,420
228

2,524
431

2,482
162
191
152
128
857
899
156

32.2
66.4
29.4
60.0
56.8
55.3
44.2
78.0
27.0
48.6
45.1
71.3
29.1
54.7
54.8
45.8
51.8
46.2
44.8
13.6
25.9
56.0
54.1
37.9
63.2
30.4
65.2

722
321
297
349
94

730
206
117
854

1,293
788
58

195
1,797

248
2,633

55

2,297
355

5,631
405
68

104
87
288

1,158
41

24.3
25.2
34.0
26.9
22.2
29.0
15.7
9.0
35.7
55,2
59.4
19.6
50.3
36.7
34.6
35.7
12.5
42.1
36.9
30.8
64.8
19.9
37.0
25.7
21.2
39.1
16,6

1,206
63

304
167
78
224
441
110
609
472
267
22
70

1,044
39

1,699
108
468
157

8,170
57
69
21
83

198
561
15

25,6 4,080

40,6
4,9

34,8
12.9
18.4
8.9
53.7
8.5
25.4

12.8
15.5
7.4
18,0
21.5
5.4
21,8
24.5
8.6

16.3
44.7

9.1
20.2
7.5
24.6
14.6
19.0
5.3

85
44
15
5

U
169
84
58

285
125
43
5

10
557
57

51
49

173

19
2,010

1
13
4

40
14
540
37

6.2

2.9
3,5
1.7
0.2
2.6
6.7
6.4
4.5

11.9
5.3
2.1
1.7
2.6
7.3
5.2
0.7
11.1
3.2
2.0

11.0
0.2
3.8
1.4

11.8
1.0
11.5
15.0

*Includes 78 death sentences.

TABLE 5.—DEFENDANTS ELIMINATED VaTHOUT CONVICTION AND DEFENJANTS CONVICTED, BY OFFENSE; 1938

Offense

Total
,

Ifurder
,

Ajanslaughter
,

Robbery
,

Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft,

Auto theft
,

Qabezzlement and fraud....,
Stolen property

,

Forgery
Rape

Connercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying, etc

. , weapons • , .

.

Other major ol'fenses

fg3s

Total
disposed

of

84,153

930

1,595
7,557
6,550

15,985
18,519
5,141
5,718
1,789
5,091
3,350
989

5,098
1,068
2,481
2,492

Eliminated without conviction

Number

18,750

322
667

1,592
2,398
2,008
3,301

828
1,849

585
789

1,136
274

1,337
130
583
951

Percent

22.5

34.6

41.8

21.1
37.8
12.6
17.8
16.1
32.3

32.7

15.5
35.9
27.7
26.2
12.2
25.5
57.4

Convicted

Number

65,425

608
928

5,965
3,952

13,977
15,218
4,313
5,869
1,204
4,302
2,214

715

3,761
938

1,898
1,561

Percent

77.7

65.4

58.2
78.9
62.2
87.4
82.2
83.9
67.7
67.3

84.5
66.1
72.5

73.8
87.8
76.3
62.6
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TABLE 6.—DEFJiNDANTS ELIMINATED WITHOUT CONVICTION, BY lETHOD OF DISPOSITION, BY OFFENSEs
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TABLE 8.—DEFENDANTS COKVICTSD AMJ SENTENCED, BY TYPE OF SENTENCE, BY OFFENSE: 1958

Offense
Defendants
sentenced

State prisons
and

reformatories

Iihomber Percent

Probation and
suspenaed

sentence

Number Percent

Jails, work-

houses, etc.

Number Percent

All other
sentences

Number Percent

Total

Lfurder

Uanslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Bnbezzlement and fraud...
Stolen property
Forgery
hape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying, etc., weapons..
Uther major offenses

65,425 23,452 35.8 21,191 32.4 16,720 25.6 4,080

608
928

5,965
3,952

13,977
15,218
4,313
3,869
1,204
4,302
2,214

715

3,761
938

1,898
1,561

*579
453

3,219
1,227
5,701
4,215
1,591

802
267

1,867
1,089
131

1,103
166
310
712

95.2
48.8
54.0
31.0
40.8
27.7
36.9
20.7
22.2
43.4
49.2
18.3
29.3
17.7
16.5
45.6

9
202

1,112
1,113
5,209
5,458
1,664
1,534

506

1,435
499
225

967

199
655
404

1.5
21.8
18.6
28.2
37.3
35.9
58.6
39.6
42.0
35.4
22.5
31.5

25.7
21.2
54.5

25.9

19
258

1,537
1,299
2,559
4,560

882

1,097
322

857
506
197
974

555
777

541

5.1
25.6
25.8
32.9
18.3
30.0
20.4
28.4
26.7
19.9
22.9
27.6

25.9
59.2
40.9
21.8

1
35

97

313
508

985
176
436
109
143
120
162
717
18

156
104

6.2

0.2
5.8
1.6
7.9
5.6
6.5

4.1
11.5
9.1
5.3
5.4

22.7

19.1
1.9
8.2
6.7

^Includes 78 death sentences.

Table 9 shows , by States , the total number
of counties and the number of courts, by-

type, that furnished statistics for 1938 and
the percentage of the population in each
State that is covered by the reporting
courts, on the basis of the 1930 Census.

SUMMARY Mm CONCLUSION

The 1938 statistics show substantially
the same facts and relationships in regard
to the disposition and sentence of criminal
offenders in courts of general jurisdiction
as were found in the analysis of the 1935,
1936, and 1937 data. As in 1937, the 1938
report is presented chiefly as a brief
summary of the statistical data collected
from the 27 co-operating States. The reader
Is referred to the reports of 1935 and 1936
for a more comprehensive discussion of the
scope of these statistics and the methods
and limitations of their collection, as
well as for more detailed analysis of the
data collected.

It Is emphasized again that compari-
sons between States should be made only
with extreme caution and that probably no

9S2S

general conclusions concerning differences
in the prosecution practices of the States
can justifiably be based on the variations
observed in the statistics of this report.
The most valuable comparisons are to be
found in each State summary which shows, for
defendants charged with major offenses, the
distribution of sentences and dispositions
for the years 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1938.

Again in 1938, as in the past years,
these statistics indicate that from 70 to.

80 percent of all defendants prosecuted for
major offenses in the courts of general
jurisdiction wore convicted. About two-
thirds of those eliminated without convic-
tion were eliminated by dismissal of the
charges against them. Pleas of guilty ac-
counted for between 80 and 90 percent of
all convictions. Only one-fifth of the de-
fendants prosecuted in the trial courts
were disposed of by means of trial. Of the
defendants convicted and sentenced, slightly
more than one-third received sentences to
State prisons or reformatories and about
one-third were given probation or a sus-
pended sentence.
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TABLE 9.—NUMBER AND TYPE OF
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CALIFORNIA

Mora than four-fifths (82.7 percent) of the de-

fendants charged with major offenses and disposed
of by the superior courts of California during the

calendar year 1938 were conTloted. The percentage

of convictions Is almost Identical with that

shown for 1937. As usual, pleas of guilty ac-

counted for the majority of all dispositions,

while only 20.7 percent of the defendants were

disposed of by means of trial.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants as

reported by the clerks of the superior courts to

the Bureau of the Census for each of the past four
years. In 1938 reports wore received from courts

covering, on the basis of the 1930 population,

41.5 percent of the State. In 1937 the coverage
was 54.5 percent, and in 1936 and 1935 it was 51.2
percent.

Table 1, DISPOSITION OF
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by embezzlement and
fraud, forgery, and violations of drug laws. These
four offense groups together accounted for 52.5
percent of all the major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938 less
than one-third (31.9 percent) of those convicted
were sentenced to prison, approximately one-fourth

(24.3 percent) were given probation or a suspended
sentence, and 40.6 percent were reported as re-

ceiving Jail sentences. As a Jail sentence may be
given in California in conjunction with probation,
it is probable that a good many of the Jail sen-
tences reported were of this type.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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COLORADO

Over four-fifths (82.3 percent) of the defend-
ants charged with major offenses in the district
courts of Colorado were convicted in 1938. This
Is an increase over 1937 In the proportion con-
victed and appears to bo the result of more pleas
of guilty and less dismissals.

Table 1 shows the dispoelticn of defendants in
the district courts of the State for each of the

past four years. On the basis of the 1930 popula-
tion, the reports covered 97.5 percent of the State
in 1935, 97.0 percent in 1936, 98.3 percent in

1937, and 99.8 percent in 1938.

Over 70 percent of all dispositions resulted
from pleas of guilty. Only about one in each six
defendants prosecuted (16.8 percent) was disposed
of by means of a court or Jury. trial.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF
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From tba detailed figures presented In table Z,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by larceny and embez-
zlement and fraud. These three groups together
accounted for 60.3 percent of all major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years In table 3. In 1938 there
were 4 defendants sentenced to death. Approxi-
mately two-thirds (66.1 percent) of those con-

victed were sentenced to prison or reformatory,
one-fourth (28. 2 percent) were placed on probation
or received a suspended sentence, only 4.9 percent
were given Jail sentences, and the remainder of
the convicted defendants were fined or committed
to Juvenile institutions.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the aafiie general classes of
prating these date, however,
bered that several of these
Include charges of widely
seriousness.

offenses. In inter-
it should be remem-
olassos of offenses
varying degrees of

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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There was a slight Increase In the percentage
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previous years. The fact that trials account for

only a small cart of the dlsoositlons made in the

criminal courts is seen from the proportions ac-

quitted or convicted by court or Jury each year.

In 1935-36,8.8 neroent of all defendants were dis-

posed of by trial, 9.2 percent in 1936-37, 9.2

percent In 1937-38, and 6.3 percent In 1938-39.
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From the detelled figures presented In table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
grouDs, It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed In order of frequency by other sex offenses
and larceny. These three offense grouDS together
accounted for 51.6 percent of all major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the oast four fiscal years in table 3. In
1938-39,29.2 percent of these defendants were sen-

tenced to prison or reformatory, 34.0 percent were
placed on probation or received a suspended sen-
tence, and 34.8 percent were given sentences to
Jails or local workhouses.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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Of the 1,788 defendants disposed of on charges
of major crimes In the district court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia during 1938, nearly three-
fourths, or 72.5 percent, were convicted. Pleas
of guilty accounted for the great majority of the
convictions and. In fact, for a majority of all
dispositions, as 59.8 percent of all defendants
disposed of plead guilty.

The principal method by which defendants were
eliminated without conviction was through a dis-
missal of the charges, 18.3 percent of the cases
being disposed of by this method. Slightly more
than one-fifth of all the defendants (21.7 per-
cent) were disposed of by means of trial in 1938,
a slight Increase over the 17. 9 percent tried In
1937 and the 18.2 percent In 1936.
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in this court was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by robbery, auto
theft, and larceny. These four groups together
accounted for 57.9 percent of all the major of-
fenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938

approximately 60 percent of these defendants were
sentenced to prison or reformatory. A little over
one-fourth (26.9 percent) were placed on probation
or received a suspended sentence and 12.9 percent
received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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Dismissal of the charges was the most frequent

method of elimination of defendants without con-

viction. As is usually the case, the great ma-

jority of convictions resulted from pleas of

guilty, nearly three-fourths of all eases being

disposed of by this means. Only about one defend-

ant in each seven (13.7 percent) defendants

charged with major -offenses was disposed of by

means of a court or Jury trial.
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was burglary, fol-

lowed In order of frequency by forgery, larceny,
and embezzlement and fraud. These four groups ac-

counted for over 70 percent of all of the major
offenses.

Tbo typo of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each

of the past four years In table 3. There was a

slight Increase In the proportion of defendaifts

sentenced to prison In 1938. Less than one-fourth
of those convicted received probation or a sus-

pended sentence, and less than one-fifth wore
given Jail sentences.

The variety of sentences used for the same gen-

eral classes of offenses will be observed In table

4. In Interpreting those data, however. It must
be remembered that several of these classes of

offenses Include charges of widely varying degrees

of seriousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF IfAJOB OFFENSES
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There was an increase In the prooortlon of con-
victions of defendants disposed of on major of-
fense charges In the tritil courts of Indlanti In
1938 as compared with 1937 according to reports
furnished to the Bureau of the Census by the
clerks of the various courts. Table 1 shows the
disposition of defendants in the trial courts of
the State for each of the past two years. The re-
ports received for the year 1937, on the basis of

the 1930 population, covered 99.1 percent of the
State but only 73.6 percent for the year 1938.

The 1938 data indicate an increase in the use
of pleas of guilty and a decrease in the propor-
tion of defendants disposed of by means of trial
as compared with 1937. There was also a decrease
during the last year in the proportion of defend-
ants who were eliminated by means of dismissal.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction ...
Dismissed
Jury waived, acquitted by court
Acquitted by jury
Other no-penalty dispositions .

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

1938

Number Percent

3,932

1,417
1,210

100
39
68

2,515
2,110

288
117

100.0

36.0
30.8
2.5
1.0
1.7

64.0
53.7
7.3
3.0

1937

Number Percent

5,068

2,163
1,774

185
86
118

2,905
2,103

629
173

100.0

42
35
3
1

2

57.3
41.5
12.4
3.4

Table 2. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRIMINAL CASES IN THE TRIAL COURTS OF INDIANA,
BY OFFENSE: 1938

OFFENSE

Total
defend-
ants

disposed
of

DIE°OSSD OF WITHOUT CONVICTION

Total
Dis-

missed

Jury
waived,
acquit-
ted by
court

Acquit-
ted by
jury

Other

:c:r/icTED

Ij Plea
Total iiguilty

I

Jury
waived,
court
finds
guilty

Jury
verdict
guilty

All offenses

Major offenses, total

Murder
Manslau-rr.ter
Robbery' -.

Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud ..

Stolen property
Forgery
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying 'weapons, etc. ..

Other major offenses ....
Abortion

'

Arson
Bigamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and jail break .

Kidnaping
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
Nonsupport or neglect ...
Violating liquor laws ...
Driving while Intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and

vagrancy
Gambling
All other offenses

6,952

3,932

37
50

250
210
562

1,243
311
388
130
306
168

8
114

5
62
88
3

17
10
9

32
8
9

310
777
457
366
169

325
92

524

2,815 2,438 191 61 125 4,137 3,486 496

1,417 1,210 100 39 68 3,515 2,110 288

19
27
92
115
158
328
79

233
58
110
105

2

40
1

22
28
2

4
5

4
2
7

4

150
528
148
106
74

82
12

298

12
19
65

100
130
276
73

221
45

100
87
1

35
1

19
26
2

4
4
4
2

6
4

125
505
126
72
53

68
11

258

1

1
22
7

14
20
4
5
9

5
7

14
14
7

20
6

22

4
5

11
25
2

4
2

3
4

1

4

7

9

13
10
3

12

18
23

158
95

404
915
232
155
72

196
63
6

74
4

40
60
1

13
5

5
30
1

5

160
249
309
260
95

243
80
226

1

16
122
62

357
785
203
140
64

177
44
3

47
4

34
51
1

6

5
5

30

126
187
264
225
84

234
75

181

2

1

34
19
39
99
25

11
4

13
9
1

20

5

6

27
59
30
31
11

8
2

40

155

117

15
6
2

14
8

31
4
4

4
6

10
2
7

1

3

7

3
15
4

(OVER)
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From the detailed figures presented in table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by burglary, embezzle-
ment and fraud, auto theft, and forgery. These
five grouDS together accounted for 71.5 percent of

all the major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for both
1937 and 1938 in table 3. There was a slif^t de-
crease in the use of prison and reformatory sen-
tences and s slight increase in the use of proba-

tion In 1938 as compared with 1937. In 1938, 55.2
percent of these defendants were sentenced to
prison or reformatory, 29.0 percent were placed on
probation or received suspended sentences, 8.9
percent were given jail sentences, and 5.3 percent
were fined.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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Approximately four-fifths (79.8 percent) of the
defendants disposed of on major criminal charges
In the district courts of Iowa during 1938 were
oonvlcted, the remainder being eliminated without
conviction. Very little difference is to be noted
between the- dispositions reported for 1938 and
those reported for 19S7.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants In

the district courts of the State for each of the

past four years. On the basis of the 1930 popula-
tion, the reports reaelved from the courts covered
84.8 percent of the State In 1935, 62.5 percent- In

1936, 65.7 percent In 1937, and 77.5 percent In

1938.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF



From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed In order by forgery, burglary, and embezzle-
ment and fraud. These four groups together ac-
counted for 64.7 percent of all the major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each
of the past four years In table 3. In 1938, there
was one death sentence pronounced, 44.1 percent of

Page Z

those convicted were sentenced to prison or re-
formatory, 15.7 percent were placed on probation
or received a suspended sentence, one-third were
sentenced to Jail, and the remainder were either
fined or committed to Juvenile Institutions.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of
pretlng these data, however,
bered that several of these
Include charges of widely
seriousness

.

offenses. In Inter-
It should be remem-
olasses of offenses
varying degrees of

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF KAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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Fewor defendants charged with major offenses
wore disposed of by the district courts of Kansas
In 19rse than In 1537. The figures In table 1,
showing the dispositions reported by the clerks of
court to the Buiaau of the Census for the past
four years, Indicate that the number of defendants
charged with major offenses and disposed of by
the district courts has steadily decreased each
year.

Nearly four-fifths (78.0 percent) of all de-
fendants disposed of were convicted, a percentage
which is higher than in any of the three previous
years. In contrast. It will be noted that the
proportion of defendants eliminated by dismissal
was lower In 1933 than In any of the other years
shown. As usual, most convictions resulted' from a
plea of guilty, approximately two-thirds of all
oases being disposed of by this means.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED TflTH KAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
1938

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

Number Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction ...
Dismissed
Jury waived, acquitted by court
Acquitted by Jury
Other no-penalty dispositions .

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

1,658

364
265
30
61
18

1,294
1,093

37
164

100.0 1,793 100.0 1,842 100.0

22.0
16.0
1.2
3.7
1.1

78.0
65.9
2.2
9.9

452
380

3
54
15

1,341
1,164

20
157

85.2
21.2
0.2
3.0
0.8

74.8
64.9
1.1
8.8

464
374

2
61
27

1,378
1,205

7

166

25,
20,
0,

3.

1,

74.8
65.4
0.4
9.0

2,110

559
417

6
109
27

1,551
1,311

26
214

100.0

26.5
19.8
0.3
5.2
1.3

73.5
62.1
1.2

10.1

Table 2. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRIMINAL CASES IN THE DISTRICT COURTS OF KANSAS,
BY OFFENSE: 1938

OFFENSE

Total
defend-
ants

disposed
of

DISPOSED OF WITHOUT CONVICTION

Total
Dis-

missed

Jury
waived,
acquit-
ted by
court

Acquit-
ted by
Jury

Other

ccrr^icTED

Total
Plea
guilty

Jury
waived,
court
finds
guilty

Jury
verdict
guilty

All offenses

Major offenses, total

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud ..

Stolen prooerty
Forgery
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying weapons, etc. ..

Other major offenses ....
Abortion
Arson
31 gamy
Blaolonail and extortion
Escape and Jail break .

Kidnaping
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
NonsuDport or neglect ...
Violating liquor laws ...
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and

vagrancy
Gambling
All other offenses

#777*

2,458

1,658

40
27
78
71

270
525
95

124
33

199
89
5

23
19
5

55
1

24
4
2

19

43
116
391
82
25

40
11
92

712 559 31 94 28 1,746 1,478 55

364

21
62

138
29
13

17
2

66

265 20 61 18 1,294 1,093 37

9



While the proportion of defendants disposed ofby means of trial is relatively small, there wasan Increase In this method of disposition In 1938over the previous years. The percentage disposedof by either court or Jury trial In 1938 was 17.0as compared with 13.1 in 1937, 12.8 In 1936, and

From the detailed figures presented In table 2,snowing the method of disposition by offense
groups. It Is seen that the most frequent majoroffense charged In these courts was larceny fol-lowed In order by burglary, forgery, and embezzle-ment and fraud. In fact, these four groups ac-count for approximately two-thirds of all of themajor offenses.

Page 2

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-ants convicted of major offenses is shown for eachof the past four years In table 3. In 1938 therewas a marked Increase In the proportion of defend-ants sentenced to prisons or reformatories and adecrease in the use of probation as compered withformer years. More than three-fourths of thoseconvicted were given prison sentences, while only
9.0 percent were placed on probation, 8.5 percentgiven Jail sentences, and 4.1 percent were fined.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used forthe same general classes of offenses. In inter-preting these data, however, it should be remem-bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-ousness. -= o

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED OH DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence

Defendants sentenced

Death
Prl son or reformatory ..!!!.'!.'[
Probation or suspended sentence
Local Jails
Fine or costs only .'

'

"
Juvenile Institutions '.['.'.'.

Other sentences

1938

Number

1,294

1,009
117
110
53
4
1

Percent

100.0

78.0
9.0
8.5
4.1
0.3
0.1

1937

Number

1,341

1

961
203
158
16
2

Percent

100.0

0.1
71.7
15.1
11.8
1.2
0.1

1936

Number

1,371

1

1,014
198
128
25

Percent

100.0

0.1
74.0
14.4
9.3
1.8

0.4

1935

Number

1,545

1,066
243
187
45

Percent

100.0

69.0
15.7
12.1
2.9

0.3

Table 4. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED IN THE DISTRICT COURTS OF KANSAS
BY OFFENSE: 1938

^^iuiono.

OFFENSE

All offenses

Major offenses, total

Murder
Manslaughter

\

Robbery
Aggravated assault ...'.

Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud . . .

.

Stolen property
Forgery
Rape ]\[
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying weapons, etc
Other major offenses
Abortion
Arson
Bigamy
Blackmail and extortion .

Escape and Jail break ...
Kl dna pi ng
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
Nonsupport or neglect .'

Violating liquor laws
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy
Gambl 1 ng
All other offenses '.'.'.'.'.

Total
number of
defendants
sentenced

1,746

1,294

*7f?^

31
IS
53
40

225
449
78
73
24

160
57
5

19
17
3

42

16
3
2

18

22
54

253
53
12
23
9

26

Death
penalty

State
prisons

and
reform
atoi-ies

1,072

1,009

31
14
49
26

216
301
65
51
18

132
48
1

13
13

31

10
2

16

3

24
31
1

Probation
or

suspended
sentence

175

117

4
2

6
56
4

10
2

18
8

1

4
1

1

4
29
15
2

Local
jails

286 208

110

4

7

66
9
2
4
6

1

Fine
or

costs
only

53

5

26

9

4

4
1

1

3

1

2

15
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MASSACHUSETTS

There was a slight decrease In the percentage
of oonvlottons resulting from charges of major
crimes In the superior courts of Massachusetts In

1938 as compared with the two previous years.

This decrease, however. Is small and Is accounted

for chiefly by a decrease In the proportion of de-

fendants pleading guilty and an increase in the

proportion dismissed.

About one-seventh of those charged with major
offenses were dismissed in 1938. Approximately two

out of every three defendants (66.2 percent) plead
guilty. Court and Jury trials accounted for only
19.4 percent of all dispositions. This was a very
slight decrease in the proportion of defendants
tried as compered with the three previous years.

Table 1. DISPOSITION 07
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From the detailed figures presented in table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by larceny, robbery,
and rape. These four offense groups together ac-
counted for 75.1 percent of the major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years In table 3. Sll^tly more
than one-fourth of all convicted defendants were
sentenced to prison or reformatory, over one-third
were placed on probation or given a suspended sen-
tence, and one-fourth received Jail sentences. In

addition, 11.2 percent 'were reported as being
"placed on file after conviction." This classifi-
cation, which is also shown in table 4, is limited
only to the State of Massachusetts and in compar-
ing Massachusetts data with those reported from
other States these defendants should be Included
with those placed on probation or given a sus-
pended sentence.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data,' however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RSLSASSD for U09 of morning
papers on llaroh 30, 1939.

DEPARTMENT OF COMBJERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

MICHIGAN

k new method of oolleotlng Judicial orlminal
statistics was adopted by the Department of Cor-
rections of Michigan for the calendar year 1938.
IndiTldual case reports were obtained from all
prosecutors for each defendant prosecuted for
criminal offenses. From these, a summary of the
dlsiwsitions made in the circuit courts of the 83
counties, the Superior Court of Grand Rapids, and
the Recorder's Court of Detroit were compiled for
the Bureau of the Census in accordance with Its

standard classifications of disposi tion8,of fenses,
and sentences.

Ill courts disposing of felony oases in Hiohl-
gan were Included in the 1938 statistics. In 1937,
the statlstloa covered courts having Jurisdiction
over territory representing, on the basis of the
1930 population, 98.4 percent of the State. On the
same basis, the 1936 statistics covered 60.5 per-
oant of the State and the 1935 data 61.0 percent.

Table 1. DIOTOaiTIOH OF
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The procedural outcome of cases against defend-
ants charged with major offenses, shown in table

1, indicates that although there has been some de-

crease In the proportion convicted during the last

four years, nevertheless, approximately four-fifths
of those charged were convicted each year.

In 1938 there was a decided increase In the

proportion of cases which were tried by the court
after waiver of Jury. Of the total dispositions,
11.0 percent were by this method, while only 8.4
percent were disposed of by Jury trial. This is

the first year in which the number of trials by
court has exceeded the number of trials by jury.

?rom the detailed figures in table 2, showing
the number of cases and their disposition for each
offense group, it appears that the moat frequent
charge made against defendants disposed of by
these Michigan courts during 1938 was burglary.

The type of sentence imposed on those convletod
of major offenses is shown for each of the past

four years in table 3. In 1938 approximately half

of those convicted were sentenced to prison, over
one-third were given probation or a suspended sen-

tence, and the remainder received Jail sentencea
or were fined. These proportions are quite similar
to those shown for the three previous years, al-

though there appears to be a slight decrease in

the use of probation and suspended sentence and a

corresponding increase in the use of Jail sen-

tences durlni; the last two years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for

the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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MINNESOTA

The proportion of defendants charged with major
offenses who were convicted In the district courts
of Minnesota has bean approximately the same for
each of the past four years. The data presented
in table 1 show that during this time about 87
percent of these defendants were convicted and
that approximately 83 percent of them were con-
victed by pleas of guilty.

The chief method by which defendants were elim-
inated without conviction was through dismissal of
the charges, 10.1 percent of the oases being dis-
posed of by this method In 1938. The fact that
only 6.2 percent of all defendants were disposed
of by means of a court or Jury trial shows very
clearly the relatively minor part that trials play
in the administration of criminal Justice.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH KAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,
showing" the method of disposition by offense
groups, it Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by forgery and bur-
glary. These three groups together accounted for
61.8 percent of all the major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3, In 1938, 45.1
percent of these defendants ware sentenced to

prison or reformatory, 39.4 percent were placed on
probation or received a suspended sentence, 13.3
percent received jail sentences, and 1.7 percent
were given fines.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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MONTANA

More than flvo-slxths (85.8 oercent) of the de-
fendants disposed of on major criminal charges In
the district courts of Montana during 1938 were
convicted. This is a considerably higher percent-
age of convictions than was reported during the
three previous years. Pleas of guilty accounted
for 79.7 percent of all dispositions.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants as
renorted by the district courts of the State for
each of the past four years. On the basis of the
1930 population, the reports received from the
courts covered the whole State in 1935, 98.8 per-
cent in 1936, 95.8 percent in 1937, and 62.9 per-
cent in 1938.

Table 1. DISPOSITIOri OF
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From the detellecl fl(5ures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed In order of frequency by larceny and for-
gery. These three groups together accounted for
62.6 percent of all the major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938, 70.9

percent of these defendants were sentenced to
prison or reformatory, 19.6 percent were placed on
probation or given a suspended sentence, and 7.4
percent received jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

During the past four years there has been a

steady increase in the number of defendants
oharged with major offenses who were disposed of
In the superior courts of New Hampshire. For the

calendar year 1938 the clerks of court reported to

the Bureau of the Census that 496 such defendants
were disposed of, as compared with 423 disposi-
tions reported for 1937, 414 for 1936, and 397 for
1935.

Nearly four-fifths (78.2 percent) of all de-
fendants disposed of were convicted, a proportion
which is lower than that for the years 1936 and
1937. As usual, most convictions resulted from a

plea of guilty, 71.2 percent of all dispositions
being by this means. Most eliminations without
conviction were dismissals. Approximately 16 per-
cent were dismissed, an increase In this type of
disposition over the past two years.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF
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It Is well known that In most jurisdictions
relatively few criminal defendants are disposed of
by means of trial. This Is particularly . true In
New Hampshire, where In 1938 only 9.1 percent of
all dispositions resulted from trial by court or
by Jury. The proportion of defendants reported as
disposed of by trial was 7.6 percent In 1937, 16.2
percent in 1936, and 7.8 percent in 1935.

From the detailed figures presented in table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in those courts was burglary, fol-
lowed In order by larceny and embezzlement and
fraud. In fact, these three groups account for
approximately two-thirds of all major offenses
prosecuted.

The type of sentenc
of major offenses is s
four years in table 3
increase in the proper
probation or a suspend
former years. Of tho
were sentenced to pri
probation or a suspen
were given jail sent
fined.

e imposed on those convicted
hown for each of the past

In 1938 there was a marked
tlon of defendants receiving
ed sentence as compared with
se convicted, 29.1 percent
son, 50.3 percent received
ded sentence, 18.0 percent
ences, and 2.1 percent were

Table 4 shows the variety qf sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of ftornoon

papers on February 26, 1940 DEPARTMEIIT OF COMKHBCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

NEW JERSEY

Approximately four-fifths (80.2 percent) of the
defendants charged with najor offenses In the
trial courts of Hew Jersey were convicted In 1938.

From table 1, showing the disposition of criminal
defendants In these courts for the pest four
years, It Is seen that the proportion of convic-
tions was higher In 1938 than In any of the three
previous years.

Over two-thirds (68.9 percent) of all defend-
ants prosecuted for major offenses plead guilty,
and only 19.4 percent were disposed of by means of
a court or Jury trial. In 1935, 1936, and 1938
reports were received from all of the trial courts
of the State, but In 1937, on the basis of the

1930 population, reports were received from courts
covering only 90.8 percent of the State.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH KA.TOft OFFENSES

Disposition
1938

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

NiOTber Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction ...

Dismissed
Jury waived, acquitted by court
Acquitted by Jury
Other no-penalty dispositions .

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

6,104 100.0 5,260 100.0 5,836 100.0 6,590 100.0

1,208
681
292
201
34

4,896
4,207

386
303

19.8
11.2
4.8
3.3
0.6

80.2
68.9
6.3
5.0

1,068
584
218
229
37

4,192
3,628

310
254

20.3
11.1
4.1
4.4
0.7

79.7
69.0
5.9
4.8

1,455
844
289
272
50

4,381
3,640

414
327

24.9
14.5
5.0
4.7
0.9

75.1
62.4
7.1
5.6

1,976
1,040

261
266
409

4,614
3,832

376
406

30.0
15.8
4.0
4.0
6.2

70.0
58.1
5.7
6.E

Table 2. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRBUNAI, CASES IN THE TRIAL COURTS OF NE.V JERSEY,
BY OFFENSE: 1938

OFFENSE

Total
defend-
ants

dlsoosed
of

DISPOSED OF WITHOUT CONVICTION

Total
Dis-

missed

Jury
waived,
acquit-
ted by
court

Acquit-
ted by
Jury

Other

CONVICTED

Total
Plea
guilty

Jury
waived,
court
finds
guilty

Jury
verdict
guilty

All offenses

Major offanses, total

Murder
Manslaughter
Bobbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud .

.

Stolen property
Forgery
Rape ;

Commereiallzed vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying weapons, etc. ..

Other major offenses ....
Abortion
Arson
Bl gamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and Jail break .

Kidnaping
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
Nonsupport or neglect ...
Violating liquor laws ...
Driving while Intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and

vagrancy
Gambling
All other offenses

17o^

8,828

6,104

43
110
504
674

1,361
1,046

262
506
205
167
182
148
539
24
198
135
24
38
15
1

30
10
17

584
606
589
68
41

142
216
478

1,908

1,208

1,089 476 282 61 6,920

6

5b
110
203
137
133
25
124
64
42
62
29
128

4
49
37
B
9

4

2
6
8

186
176
103
22
12

2
37

162

681 292 201 34 4,896

3
18
67

100
83
80
11
75
34
35
24
17
81
3

32
18
4
3
4

2

5

84
133
63
5
4

19
100

9

19
64
31
29
10
29
21
2

14
12
30
1

12
9

1
1

78
34
22
14
6

12
18

3
26
23
34
17
20
3

17
7

4
23

12

3
9

3
4

15
4
15

4
41

37
55

394
471

1,224
913
237
382
141
125
120
119
411
20

149
98
16
29
11
1

28
4
9

398
430
486
46
29

140
179
316

5,759 794

4,207 386

25
38

330
331

1,128
825
212
342
117
120
93
92

333
15

125
81
12
22
9

27
3
8

292
323
440

2

18

53
157
267

1
28
49
55
63
24
37
12
4
9

25
47
3
19
10
1
4

2

1
1
1

92
99
37
44
11

87
13
25

367

303

12
16
36
91
41
25
1
3
12
1

18
2

31
2
5
7

3
3

14
8
9

9

24

(OVER)
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From the detailed tigures presented in table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts \mbs burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by larceny and aggra-
vated assault. These three groups together ac-
counted for 50.5 percent of all major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938 about
one-third (34.7 percent) of those convicted were

sentenced to prison or reformatory, 36.7 percent
were placed on probation or received a suspended
sentence, 21.3 percent were sentenced to local
Jails or workhouses, and 6.3 percent were fined.

Table 4 shov;s the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of
seriousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF EAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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NEW MEXICO

More defendants charged with major offenses
Aere disposed of by the district courts of New
Mexico during the calendar year 1938 than In any
of the" three previous years. Table 1 presents the
figures on defendants disposed of as reported by
the clerks of court to the Bureau of the Census.
Three-fourths (75.1 percent) of all defendants
disposed of were convicted, a percentage almost
the same as shown for 1937.

Dlsralssal of the charges was the most frequent
method of elimination of defendants without con-
vlotlcn, accounting for 19.2 percent of all dis-
positions. Only 15.4 percent of the defendants
charged with major offenses were disposed of by
means of a court or Jury trial, a decrease from
the 19.3 percent reported for 1937. About two out
of every three defendants charged plead guilty
(85.1 percent).

Table DISPOSITICtl OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH WAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
1938

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

Number Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction ...

Dismissed
Jury waived, acquitted by court
Acquitted by jury
Other no-penalty dispositions .

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

955 100.0 838 100.0 867 100.0 944 100.0

238
183

1

51
3

717
622
33
62

24.9
19.2
0.1
5.3
0.3

75.1
65.1
3.5
6.5

205
143

57
5

633
528
19
66

24.5
17.1

6.8
0.6

75,
63.

2,

10,

319
266
11
36
6

548
461

8
79

36.8
30.7
1.3
4.2
0.7

63.2
53.2
0.9
9.1

383
302

1

54
26

561
464

6

91

40.6
32.0
0.1
5.7
2.6

59.4
49.2
0.6
9.6

Table 2. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRIMINAL CASES IN THE DISTRICT COURTS OF NEW MEXICO,
BY OFFENSE: 1938

OFFENSE

Total
defend
ants

disposed
of

DISPOSED OF WITHOUT CONVICTION

Total
Dis-

missed

Jury
waived,
acquit-
ted by
court

Acquit-
ted by
Jury

Other

CONVICTED

Total
Plea
guilty

Jury
wa i ved

,

court
finds
guilty

Jury
verdict
guilty

All offenses

Major offenses, total ..

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud ..

Stolen property
Forgery
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying weapons, etc. ..

Other major offenses ....
Abortion ."

Arson
Bigamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and Jail break .

Ki dnaplng
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault ,

Nonsupport or neglect ...
Violating liquor laws ...
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and

vagrancy
Oambllng
All other offenses

IcfkSi

1,475

955

50
24
24

126
81

288
36
69
50
81
58
3

13
12
26
14

5

4

52
13
38

192
70

11
31

113

411

238

15
11
3

60
15
46
4

22
10
8

27

4
1

9
3

1

1

35
8

12
33
23

4
11
47

341 64 1,064 950

183 51 717

4
5
2

53
14
34
4

18
9
8

18

3

1

8
3

1

1

33
8
9

27
22

4
10
45

10
6

1

7

1

12

3
1

8

1

1

35
13
21

66
66

242
32
47
40
73
31
3
9

11
17
11

4
3

3

1

17
5

26
159
47

7
20
66

622

24
9

20
57
63

226
30
43
14
70
24
3
6

11
14
8

3
3

17
4

20
155
47

7

19
59

41

33

2
2

2

1

23

73

62

11
4
1

7

1

14
2
3
3
3
6

(OVER)
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7rom the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed In order of frequency by aggravated assault,
burglary, and forgery. These four groups together
accounted for 60.3 percent of all of the major of-

fenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each

of the past four years In table 3. There were
four death sentences Imposed during 1938. A

little more than half of all convicted defendants
were sentenced to prison, slightly more than one-
third were placed on probation or given a sus-
pended sentence, 5.4 percent received jail sen-
tences, 2.0 percent were fined, and 3.2 percent
were committed to juvenile Institutions,

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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NEW YORK

A slightly larger number of defendants charged
with major offenses nas disposed of by the trial

courts of New York during the calendar year 1938

than during 1937. Table 1 shows the disposition
of defendants disposed of during the past two

years according to figures furnished the Bureau of

the Census by the State Department of Correction.

Convictions decreased from 75.2 percent in 1937

to 73.0 percent In 1938. Only 15.1 percent of all

major offenders were disposed of by means of a

Jury trial during 1938 as compared with 17.0 per-

cent during 1937. Approximately two out of every
three defendants were disposed of by pleas of

guilty.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MA.TOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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rrom the detailed figures presented In table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense oharged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by larceny, robbery,
and aggravated assault. These four groups together
accounted for 65.8 percent of all major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for both
1937 and 1938 in table 3. Twenty defendants were
sentenced to the death penalty during 1938. There
was a slight increase in the proportion of sen-
tences to prisons and reformatories in 1938 as

compared with 1937 and also a slight increase in
the proportion placed on probation or given a sus-
pended sentence. A little more than two-fifths
(43.6 percent) were sentenced to prison or reform-
atory and one-third were placed on probation or
given a suspended sentence. Slightly over one-
fifth (21.8 percent) received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting those data, howevar. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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NORTH DAKOTA

There was a slight Increase In the percentage
of convictions resulting from charges of major of-
fenses In the district courts of North Dakota In
1938 as comnared with 1937. This Increase, how-
ever, Is very small and Is accounted for by
a slight increase in the proportion of disposi-
tions by pleas of guilty and a corresponding de-
crease In the proportion dismissed.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants in
the district courts of the State for each of the
past four years. Reports were received in 1935
from the district courts of every county in the
State. In 1936, 1937, and 1938, respectively, the
reports, on the basis of the 1930 population, cov-
ered 77.4 percent, 98.6 percent, and 93.5 percent
of the State.

Table 1. DISPOSITION 07 DEFENDANTS CHARGED TJITH f.'AJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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The most frequent method of elimination of de-
fendants without conviction was by dismissal of
the charges. As usual, the (;reat majority of con-
victions resulted from pleas of guilty, over
three-fourths of all cases being disposed of by
this means. Only about 1 defendant In each 14
(7.2 percent) defendants charged with major of-
fenses was disposed of by means of a court or jury
trial.

From the detailed figures presented In table E,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged was larceny, with burglary the
next most frequent offense charged. These two of-
fense groups alone account for more than two-
fifths of all major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed
ants convicted of major offenses
of the oast four years In table 3
little difference between 1937
sentences Imposed. In 1938 sli
half of the convicted defendan
prison sentence, 12.5 percent re
or a suspended sentence, about
given Jail sentences, 2.3 percent
8.9 percent were sent to Juvenile

on those defend-
Is shown for each

There is very
and 1938 in the
ghtly more than
ts were given a
oelved probation
one-fourth were
were fined, and
institutions.

The variety of sentences used for the same gen-
eral classes of offenses will be observed In table
4. In interpreting these data, however, it must
be remembered that several of these classes of
offenses include charges of widely varying degrees
of seriousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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OHIO

There has been a steady Increase In the per-
centage of convictions resulting from charges of

major crimes In the common pleas courts of Ohio
during the last three years. Table 1 shows that
84.6 percent of the defendants disposed of in 1938
were convicted, as compared to 80.8 percent in

1937 and 73.6 percent In 1936. Nearly three-
fourths of all dispositions in 1938 were convic-
tions resulting from pleas of guilty.

The chief 'method by which defendants were elim-
inated without conviction was through dismissal of
the charges, 10.6 percent of the cases being dis-
posed of by this method. The fact that only 15.3
percent of all defendants were disposed of by
means of a court or Jury trial Illustrates the
relatively minor part that trials play in the ad-
ministration of criminal Justice.

I

Table 1. DISPOSITIOII OF
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In those courts was burglary, fol-
lowed in order of frequency by larceny, robbery,
auto theft, and forgery. These five groups to-
gether accounted for 70.1 percent of all the major
offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938, 45.9

percent of these defendants were sentenced to
prison or reformatory, 42.1 percent were placed on
probation or received a suspended sentence, 8.6
percent received Jail sentences, and 3.2 percent
were fined.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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OREOON

More than seven-eighths (88.3 percent) of the
defendants charged with major offenses and dis-
posed of In the circuit courts of Oregon during
the year 1936 were convicted. As usual, pleas of
guilty accounted for nearly all of the convictions
and for the .^reat majority of all dispositions.
Only 9.3 percent of the cases were disposed of by
means of trial.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants for

each of the past four years as reported by the

clerks of court to the Bureau of the Census. In

1938 reports were received from courts covering,
on the basis of the 1930 population, 91.5 percent
of the State. In 1937 the coverage was 54.9 per-
cent, in 1936 it was complete, and in 1935 It was
64.5 percent.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF
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From the detailed figures presented In table £,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed In order of frequenoy by burglary, embezzle-
ment and fraud, and forgery. These four offense
groups together accounted for 66.4 percent of all
the major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938, 44.7

percent of these defendants were sentenced to
the penitentiary, 36.9 percent were placed on pro-
bation or received a suspended sentence, and 16.3
percent received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
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PENNSYLVANIA

Nearly three-fourths (74.5 percent) of the de-
fendants disposed of on major orlmlnal charges by
the general trial courts of Pennsylvania In 1938
were convicted, according to the data reported to
the Bureau of the Census by the State Department
of Welfare. As shown by table 1, this Is a higher
percentage of convictions than was reported for
any of the three previous years.

Pleas of guilty accounted for 45.8 percent of
all dispositions and dismissals for 9.2 percent.
Pennsylvania shows a rather large proportion of
defendants disposed of by means of trial; 40.2
percent of all 1938 major offense dispositions re-
sulted from Jury trials and 3.8 percent from
trials by the court after waiver of Jury.

Table 1. DISPOSITION 0?
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From tha datallsd flguras prasentsd In table S,

•bowing tha mathod of dlapoaltlon by offanaa
groups, It is aaen that tha most frequant major
offanaa ohargad In tbaaa oourta waa larceny, fol-
lowad In order of frequency by burglary, robbery,
and aggravated aaaault. Theae four offenae groups
together accounted for 58.8 percent of all the

major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on thoae defend-
ants conTicted of major offenaes is shown for aach
of the paat four years In table 3. In 1938, 13.5

percent of these defendants were sentenced to
prisons and reformatories, 30.8 percent were
placed on probation or received a suspended sen-
tence, 44.7 percent rscelTad jail sentences, and
9.1 percent were fined.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
tha same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, It should be remem-
bered that several of these olaasss of offenses
Include ohargea of widely varying degraea of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

1938
Type of sentenoo

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

Number Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants sentenced k..

Death
Prison or reformatory
Probation or suspended sentence 4.

Local Jails
Fine or costs only
Juvenile Institutions
Other sentences

•Percent not shown where less than 0.1

18,293 100.0 15,904 100.0 15,340 100.0 15,554

8
2,474
5,631
8,170
1,664

226
120

(•)
13.5
30.8
44.7
9.1
1.2
0.7

7

2,292
4,701
7,131
1,637

S4
42

I*)
14.4
29.6
44.8
10.3
0.6
0.3

16
1,897
4,3'i2

6,926
1,918

201
20

0.1
12.4
28.4
45.1
12.5
1.3
0.1

6
1,925
4,513
6,983
1,857

90
180

100.0

()
12.4
29.0
44.9
11.9
0.6
1.2

Table 4. TTtPES OF SSNTKNCSS IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED IN THE TRIAL COURTS OF PENNSYLVANIA,
BY OFFENSE: 1938

OFFENSE

Total
number of
defendants
sentenced

Death
penalty

State
prisons

and
reform-
atories

Probation
or

suspended
sentence

Local
Jails

Fine
or

costs
only

Insti-
tutions
for Ju-
venile
delin-
quents
only

Other

All offenses

Major offenaes, total

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft ....
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud
Stolen property
Forgery
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying weapons, etc
Other major offenses
Abort! on
Arson
Bi gamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and jail break
Ki dna ?1 ng
Perjury

Other offenses:

Uinor assault
Nonsupport or neglect
Violating liquor laws
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy
Gambling
All other offenses

32,971

18,293

105
175

2,274
1,407
2,746
4,813

776
1,299

247
662
490
392

1,410
360
841
296
53
96
39
17
75

56

1,432
3,540
1,725
3,276
1,472

156
998

2,139

2,619 9,657 12,272 7,853 336

2,474 5,631 8,170 1,664 226

70
32

395
71

681
624
154
31
9

102
102
19
79
5

34
66
2

20
1

3
30

10

41
5
7

7

16
7

4
58

7

27
520
459
900

1,805
243
462
104
180
56

153
325
56

294
40
18
5
6
2

3

547
799
352
951
413
45

210
709

19
104

1,316
711
935

2,025
308
605
104
310
258
118
484
290
441
142
27
25
23
12
17

38

570
68

540
1,510

534
38

314
528

12
25

160
147
291
49

198
28
69
63
94

428
9

70
21
6

3
9

271
2,668
822
808
506
65

408
641

18
6

72
64
21
1

2
1

5

10

2

24

24

1

3

2

E
102

226

120

11
4
1
2

6
8

84

101
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Bureau of the Census
Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

RHODE ISLAND

More defendants charged with major offenses
were disposed of by the superior courts of Rhode
Island during the calendar year 1938 than In 1937
and 1936. Table 1 shows that 96.0 percent of all
defendants disposed of were convicted and that all
convictions were reported as pleas of guilty. De-
fendants who were convicted on a plea of nolo con-
tendere are included with pleas of guilty.

From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It Is soen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was burglary and
that the next most frequent offense was auto
theft. These two offense groups together ac-
counted for nearly three-fifths (59.8 percent) of
all major offenses.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED 7;ITH KAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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The type of sentence Imposed on defendants con-
victed of major offenses Is shown for each of the
past four years In table 3. In 1938 approximately
one-fourth of all convicted defendants were sen-
tenced to prison or reformatory, 64.8 percent were
placed on probation or given a suspended sentence,
while 9.1 percent received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness. ~

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEMED for uae of riftarnoon
papsrs on Novembar 16, 1939

DEPAPmiENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Waahlngton

TODICUL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

SOUTH DAKOTA

Nearly seven-elghtha (97.0 percent) of the de-
fendants oharged with major offenses In the cir-
cuit courts of South Dakota were convicted In

1938. The most frequent method of disposition was

by plea of i^llty which accounted for more than
three-fourths of all defendants. Only 51 defend-
ants, or 13.0 percent of the total, were reported
as disposed of by means of trial.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants
prosecuted for major offenses In the circuit
courts of the Stats for each of the past four
years. On the basis of the 1930 population, the
reports received from the courts covered the whole
State in 1935, 97.3 percent In 1936, 99.6 percent
In 1937, and 76.3 percent In 1938.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH t.'A.TOR OFFENSES

Disposition



from the detailed flfjuree presented In table E,

showing the method of dlapoaltlon by offeiiae

RroupB, It la Been that the most frequent major
offense ohargad In these oourts was laroeny, fol-
lowed In order of frequency by burglary and for-
gery. These three groups togsther aooounted for
70.8 percent of all the major offenses.

The tyce of sentenoe Impoeed on those defend-
ants oonvloted of major offenses Is shown for each
of the past four years In table 3. In 1938^ 56.0
percent of these defendants were sentenced to

Pkg* 8

prison, approximately one-fifth (19.9 peroent)
were plHoed on probation or received a suspended
sentence, and an almost equal number received Jail
sentences,

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting theee data, however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these claases of offensss
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness,

I

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES



REUEASB) for uae of nomine
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Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

UTAH

There was a slight decrease In the percentage
of convictions resulting from charges of major
crimes in the district courts of Utah In 1938 as

compared with 1937. This decrease, however, Is

so small and the number of cases Involved Is so

few that the differences observed between the two

years In disposition of major offenders are of no
significance.

Table 1 shows the summary data on the disposi-
tion of defendants charged with major offenses for
the past four years. The figures for 1937 and
1938 are based on reports received from all dis-
trict courts of the State. In 1935 and 1936, re-
spectively, reports were received from courts cov-
ering, on the basis of the 1930 population, 98.1
percent and 98.3 percent of the State.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFEflDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition



While over half of all dispositions resulted
from pleas of guilty, more than one- third of the
defendants were disposed of by means of trial;
court and Jury trials resulting in acquittal ac-
counted for 15.4 percent of all dispositions and
trials resulting in convictions accounted for 19.1
percent of all dispositions.

From the detailed figures presented in table Z,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was burglary, fol-
lowed In order by forgery and larceny. These
three offense groups accounted for 59.0 percent of
all of the major offenses.

Page 2

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offe ses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. A larger pro-
portion of defendants was pieced on probation or
received a suspended sentence in 1938 than in any
of the three previous years. Over half of the
convicted defendants were sentenced to prison,
while 7.5 percent were given Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFEiroANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES



BXUASKD for us* of afternoon
p«p«ra on NoT*mt>«r 21, 1939

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

VERMONT

More than three-fourths (77.9 percent) of the
defendants oharged with major offenses and dis-
posed of in the county and municipal courts of
Vermont during the calendar year 1938 were con-
victed. As usual, pleas of guilty accounted for
nearly all of the convictions and for the great
majority of all dispositions. Only 5.5 percent of
the oases were disposed of by means of trial.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants ss
reported by the clerks of court for each of the
past four years. For 1938 It Is estimated that
the reports received, on the basis of the 1930
population, covered approximately 56 percent of
the State. In 1937 the coverage was estimated at
90 percent. In 1936 at 65 percent, and In 1935 at
98.9 percent.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH KA.TOR OFFENSES

Disposition
1938

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

Number Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction ...
Dismissed
Jury waived, acquitted by court
Acquitted by Jury
Other no-penalty dispositions .

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

434 100.0 649 100.0 377 100.0 659

96
86
1

2
7

338
317

1

20

22.1
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Prom the detailed figures presented In table 2,
showing the method of disposition by offense
groups, it Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed In order of frequency by other sex offenses
and burglary. These three offense groups together
accounted for 71.4 percent of all the major of-
fenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each
.of the past four years In table 3. In 1938, 37.9

percent of the defendants convicted wore sentenced
to prison, 25.7 percent were given probation or
received a suspended sentence, and 24.6 percent
received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
Include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



Ii.a.S(,sa} for U38 of afternoon
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DEPARTMENT OF COMKERCE
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Washington

JUDICIAL CHIf/INAL STATISTICS: 1938

WASHINGTON

Of the 1,637 defendants disposed of on major
offense charges In the superior courts of the

State of Washington during 1938, over four-fifths,
or 82.9 percent, were convicted. Fromtable 1,

showing the disposition of defendants during the
past four years, It is seen that the proportion
convicted has Increased slightly each year.

Elimination of defendants charged with major
offenses occurred most frequently through a dis-
missal of the charges, 12.2 percent of the cases
being dismissed. Pleas of guilty accounted for
nearly three-fourths of all dispositions. However,
less than one-seventh of the defendants (13.1 per-
cent) were disposed of by means of a trial.

Table 1. DISPOSITICII OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED "VITH "'AJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense
groups. It Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged In these courts was larceny, fol-

lowed In order of frequency by burglary and for-

gery. These three groups together accounted for

more than three-fifths (62.4 percent) of all the

major offenses.

The type of sentence Imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each
of the past four years In table 3. In 1938

over three-fifths (62.9 percent) of these defend-
ants were sentenced to prison or reformatory, a

little more than one-fifth (21.2 percent) were
placed on probation or received a Suspended sen-
tence, and 14.6 percent received Jail sentences.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the seme general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence
1938

Number Percent

1937

Number Percent

1936

Number Percent

1935

Number Percent

Defendants sentenced

Death
Prison or reformatory
Probation or suspended sentence
Local Jails
Fine or costs only
Juvenile institutions
Other sentences

1.557 100.0 1.389 100.0 1.170 100.0 1.523

4
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Washington

JUDICIAL CHIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

WISCONSIN

Of the 3,430 defendants charged with major of-

fenses and disposed of In the trial courts of Wis-

consin during 193B, 86.2 oeroent were convicted.

Pleas of guilty accounted for the great majority

of the convictions and dispositions. Only 13.9

percent of all dispositions were by means of

trial.

Table 1 shows the disposition of defendants In

the trial courts of the State as reported to the

Bureau of the Census for each of the past four

years. On the basis of the 1930 population, the

reports received from the courts covered 97.8 per-

cent of the State In 1935, 99.2 percent in 1936,

99.7 percent In 1937, and 95.0 percent in 1938.

Table 1. DISPOSITION OF
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From the detailed figures presented In table 2,

showing the method of disposition by offense

groups, it is seen that the most frequent major

offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-

lowed in order of frequency by burglary, other sex

offenses, embezzlement and fraud, and forgery.

These five offense groups together accounted for

72.8 percent of all major offenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-

ants convicted of major offenses Is shown for each

of the past four years in table 3. In 1938 . 30.4

percent of these defendants were sentenced to

prison or reformatory, 39.1 percent were placed on

probation or received a suspended sentence, 19.0

oeroent were given Jail sentences, and 10.6 per-

cent were fined.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for

the same general classes of offenses. In inter-

preting these data, however, it should be remem-

bered that several of these classes of offenses

Include charges of widely varying de'^ree.-' of seri-

ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS COOTICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES
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JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: 1938

VTfOMINO

There was a slight decrease In the percentage
of convictions resulting from charges of major
crimes In the district courts of Wyoming in 1938
as compared with 1937. This decrease, however, is

so small and the cases involved are so few in num-
ber that the differences observed between the two
years In the disposition of major offenders are of
no significance.

Table 1 shows the disposition of def
the district courts of the State for the
years. Reports were received in 1935 f

district court in the State. In 1936,
1938, respectively, the reoorts, on the
the 1930 population, covered 92.5 perc
percent, and 93.9 percent of the State

endants in
past four

rom every
1937, and
basis of

ent, 96.4

Table 1, DISPOSITION OF DEFEMDANTS CHARGED '^ITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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From tha detailed figures presented in table 2,

showing tha method of disposition by offense
groups, it Is seen that the most frequent major
offense charged in these courts was larceny, fol-
lowed in order by burglary, forgery, and embezzle-
ment and fraud. These four groups together ac-
counted for 71.3 percent of all the major of-
fenses.

The type of sentence imposed on those defend-
ants convicted of major offenses is shown for each
of the past four years in table 3. In 1938 more

than 60 percent of these defendants were sentenced
to prison, one-sixth (16.6 percent) were placed on
probation or received a suspended sentence, 5.3
percent received Jail sentences, and 12.6 percent
wore sent to Juvenile institutions.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used for
the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses
include charges of widely varying degrees of seri-
ousness.

Table 3. TYPES OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence






