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JUDICIAL CRIMKAL STATISTICS, 1939

INTRODUCTION

Twenty-five States, including the Dis-
trict of Columbia, co-operated with the Bu-
reau of the Census in furnishing reports
of defendants in criminal cases disposed of
by courts of general jurisdiction during
the year 1939. This is the eighth year in
which the judicial criminal statistics col-
lection has been made by the Bureau of the
Census. The first collection in 1932 in-
cluded reports from 16 States; 24 States
furnished information for 1933, 27 for 1934,
30 for 1935 and 1936, 29 for 1937, and 27
for 1938. Diiring the present year (1939)
two States, California and Indiana, were
dropped from the annual collection. Cali-
fornia was dropped because it was impossible
to obtain reports from the largest county
containing two-fifths of the State's popu-
lation. We are informed by our special
agent in Indiana that that State expects to
report for 1940 and that the omission of
1939 was due to another project.

Scope of statistics . The judicial
criminal statistics gathered by the Bureau
of the Census are limited for the most part
to statistics of criminal defendants dis-
posed of by courts of general jurisdiction.
Under the judicial organization of most
States there is a court of general juris-
diction in each county that has authority
to try and dispose of all serious or felony
offenses and of such minor or misdemeanor
offenses as are not within the exclusive
jurisdiction of inferior courts. Thus any
offender charged with a felony will be tried
in a court of general jirrisdiction although
he may have a preliminary examination in a
minor court. In a few States, the power to
try and dispose of felony charges has been
extended, in certain instances, to minor
courts such as municijpal and county courts.

While most offenders convicted of fel-
ony charges are disposed of by courts of
general jurisdiction, this does not mean that
all felony charges are finally disposed of
in these courts. Many offenders arrested on
a felony charge are disposed of finally in
minor courts either by the dismissal of the
charge at the preliminary examination or by
the reduction of the charge to a misdemean-
or that is within the jurisdiction of the
minor court. This means that statistics
gathered mainly from courts of general ju-
risdiction fall far short of accounting for
the prosecution of all offenders charged
with felonies. Not until judicial criminal

statistics can cover all action taken in a

criminal case from the point of arrest or
the filing of the first charge to final
disposition, will there be data available
to give uB an adequate picture of the ad-
ministration of criminal justice.

Methods of collection . — The judicial
criminal statistics collected by the Bureau
of the Census are based on an annual report
made by the clerks of court on a uniform
tally sheet supplied by the Biareau of the
Census. It provides for the tallying of
all defendants disposed of during the year
by offense and method of disposition and
for the tallying of all persons convicted
by offense and" sentence j.mposed. The 1939
data were collected by this tally-sheet meth-
od in 20 of the 25 States. Reports were re-
ceived from Massachusetts and New York on
the basis of the reporting forms used by the
'Departments of Correction in those States.
For the District of Columbia, Minnesota, and
68 of the Ohio coxmties, the data were re-
ported by means of indiyidual-case_ cards.

The accuracy of the data reported on
the tally sheets necessarily depends on the
care with which clerks of court enter the
tally marks in accordance with the instruc-
tions furnished them. The fact that in-
structions are necessarily general in order
to apply to many jurisdictions, that most
clerks of coxirt are exceedingly busy offi-
cials usually without sufficient clerical
assistance, and that they are asked to make
these reports voluntarily without compensa-
tion or other assistance, means that the
tally sheets are not always made out with
the care desired.

The task of making up an annual tally-
sheet report from the court records is not
a simple one. Court dockets and registers
have been evolved primarily for reference
piorposes. They are not uniform from county
to county or from court to court. They are
not always uniform within the same coimty
and court, as newly elected clerks may make
changes in the detail recorded in their
books. The classification of cases accord-
ing to offense and particular method of
disposition or type of sentence also is
quite difficult, and inasmuch as different
clerks have different ideas as to how an
offender should be classified, there is a

resulting lack of uniformity in the data
reported. There is seldom any other sum-
mary of court dispositions available with
which to compare the tally made on the cen-
sus schedules. Even if another summary is

1
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available, it is not likely to be in the

same terms or units as the census reports.

Further, if errors have been made in the

process of tallying, there is no way to

check or eliminate them except to repeat

t)ie entire process.
A new method of collecting judicial

criminal statistics on the basis of indi-

vidual-case reports was tried out in 1937

in Ohio, Minnesota, and the District of

Columbia, and was continued during 1938 and

1939. Under this system the clerk of court

fills out a standard card furnishing a sum-

mary of the action taken in each case filed

and disposed of in hig court. The classi-

fication and tabulation of these cards is

done for a State by a central statistical
agency, ensuring uniform classification and
interpretation of the data reported from
all counties. This method is far more flex-

ible than the tally-sheet method, as it

makes possible a more intensive analysis of

the data collected, and, further, can quite
easily be adapted to the particialar record-
keeping routines used' by the different
clerks of court. As more work is required
to tabulate, analyze, and summarize reports
collected under the individual-case method,
it will be difficult for the Bureau of the

Census to undertake the detailed work re-
quired in the collection of statistics by
tliis method for a large number of States.

_

The collection made in the three jurisdic-
tions mentioned has been carried on as an
experiment to test out the practicability
of this system. It is hoped that the vari-
ous States will establish their own statist-

tical bureaus. The development of a satis-
factory national system of judicial crim-
inal statistics will depend to a large ex-
tent on the establishment of such State bu-
reaus. A State agency will be able to work
out a system which fits the particular law,
procedure, and practice of the State and
can make much more detailed analysis of the
statistics gathered than is possible by a
national agency dealing with all States.

Limitations of the statistics . —There
are wide differences to be found from State
to State both in the organization of the
general trial courts and in the particular
jurisdiction possessed by them. It will be

noted in table 9 of this report ( page 9 )

that the 1939 statistics were collected
from several different kinds of courts and
occasionally from two or three types with-
in a single State. While most States usually
have a single type of court of general jur-
isdiction, in some States special juris-
diction to dispose of felony offenses has
been given to courts that otherwise would
be classified as courts of limited juris-
diction. In Vermont, for instance, the
coonty courts are the general trial courts

of the State and have complete power to
dispose of felony cases. However, the mu-
nicipal courts of that State have been
granted ~ power to dispose of felony cases
where the defendant pleads guilty. As most
of the felony cases are disposed of by pleas
of guilty in the municipal courts, it is
necessary to collect statistics from both
of these types of courts in Vermont to ob-
tain adequate coverage of the felony con-
victions in that State.

There is a great deal of variance in
the extent of jurisdiction possessed by the
general trial courts even within a single
State. These courts have essentially a
residual jurisdiction; tliat is, they handle
and dispose of all types of cases that are
not specifically given over to some other
court for disposal. In some States this
jiarisdiction is divided between general
trial courts and minor courts, both having
concurrent jurisdiction over misdemeanors.
Frequently, in metropolitan counties the
court of general jurisdiction will handle
only felony cases, as the authority to dis-
pose of all misdemeanor cases has been
granted exclusively to the municipal court
of the main city in the county. In the
same State, however, the general trial
courts in the rural counties will "handle not
only felony cases but also a large number of
misdemeanor cases that are not disposed of
by local justices of the peace. There are,
therefore, some very real difficulties of
comparison in these statistics. As has been
the case each year since 1935, summary and
comparative analysis of State material is
limited to the major offense categories. It
is- thought that this method eliminates a
great deal of variability in the statistics,
which would otherwise result from the widely
differing jurisdiction over criminal cases
of the reporting courts.

There are no refinements of selection,
however, which will make up for the fact
that these statistics do not embody the re-
sults of the early stages of prosecution of
felony cases. In many counties large num-
bers of offenders arrested and charged with
felonies are eliminated or disposed of on
reduced charges In municipal or other minor
courts before the cases ever reach the gen-
eral trial courts, whereas in other coun-
ties very few felony cases will be disposed
of in the minor' courts, and the number of
cases appearing in the trial courts will
be, by comparison, exceedingly large. Con-
sequently, it is impossible to assume that
statistics of courts of general jurisdic-
tion fully account for prosecution prac-
tices. This fact limits the conclusions
that may be drawn concerning variations in
procedural and sentencing practices from
State to State.
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ANALYSIS OP 1939 DATA

Disposition and sentence, by States.

—

The 1939 report consists principally of
summaries for each of the 25 co-operating
States-. For S4 States it was possible to
present a 4-year comparison showing, for
major offenses , the number of defendants
disposed of, by type of disposition and
sentence, for the' years 1939, 1938, 1937,
and 1936. Such a comparison for a given
State is much more reliable and useful than
any comparisons that might be made between
States, for reasons already outlined.

The first four tables will present the
summary data on disposition and sentence,
by States. Tables 5 to 8, inclusive, will
present the same information for the 25
States combined, by offense.

Table 1 shows, by States, the number
and proportion of defendants charged with
major offenses who were eliminated without
conviction, and the number and proportion
convicted. The proportion of defendants
eliminated without conviction ranges from
29.0 percent in Pennsylvania to 1.1 percent
in Rhode Island, and conversely, the pro-
portion convicted ranges from 98.9 percent

in Rhode Island to 71.0 percent in Penn-
sylvania. For the 25 States taken individ-
ually, the median proportion convicted is
83.0 percent.

Table 2 shows the number and proportion
of defendants eliminated without conviction
for each of the three types of elimination,
namely, (1) dismissed and other no-penalty
dispositions, (2) acquitted by court after
waiver of jury trial, and (3) acquitted by
jury. Dismissals and other no-penalty dis-
positions account for the great majority of
defendants eliminated, ranging from 100.0
percent in Rhode Island to 49.5 percent in
Pennsylvania. The median proportion dis-
missed for the 25 States taken individually
is 81.0 percent. It will be noted that in
several States there were no acquittals by
court after waiver of jury trial. In most
of these States this is due to the fact that
there is no legal provision for waiver of
jury trial in a felony case. The proportion
of defendants eliminated who were acquitted
by jury ranges from 37.2 percent in Penn-
sylvania to none in Rhode Island. The me-
dian proportion of defendants acquitted by
jury f or t he 25 States is 16.1 percent.

Table 3 shows the number and proportion

TABLE 1.—DEFENDANTS ELIMINATED UITHOUT CONVICTION AND DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, BY STATES: 1939

Total
disposed

of

Eliminated
without conviction

Total, 25 States.

Colorado
Connecticut "

District of Columbia.
Idaho
I owa i

Kansas
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Jersey.

.'

New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Utah
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

70,265

1,528
954

1,520
594

1,875
1,805
3,548
4,173
2,069

375
436

5,870
1,008

10,153
584

5,536
1,136

19,937
632

468
415
425

1,614
3,225

385

15,336

334
111

375
84

427

405
683
863
196

54
99

1,170
280

2,229
79

925
193

5,779
7

53

69
97

254
506
64

54,929

21.9
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TABLE 2.—DEFENDANTS
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TABLE 3.—DEFENDANTS CONVICTED, BY METHOD OF CONVICnON, BY STATES: 1939

Total
convicted

Plea
guilty-

Number Percent

Court finds guilty
(jury waived)

Jury verdict
guilty-

Total, 25 States

Colorado
Connecticut^. . . . ^ . . .

.

District of Columbia.
Idaho

.'

Iowa
Kansas
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
Sew H6imp shire
New Jersey
New Mexico
Hew York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvajiia
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Dtah
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

54,929 47,158 85.9 2,614

1,194
843

1,145
510

1,448
1,400
2,865
3,310
1,873

321

337

4,700
728

7,924
505

4,611
943

14,158
625
415
346

328

1.360
2,719

321

1,065
755

- 955
475

1,373
1,263
2,450
2,652
1,784
294
334

4,103
661

7,121
480

4,070
891

10,946
625
374
257

311

1,235
2,373

311

89.2
89.6
83.4
93.1
94.8
90.2

85.5
80.1
95.2

91.6

99.1

87.3
90.8

89.9
95.0

88.3
94.5
77.3

100.0
90.1

74.3
94.8
90.8
87.3
96.9

9

54
1

5

20
16

103
373

6

. 2

374
5

3

236
7

1,084

22

12

1

4
277

0.8
6.4
0.1

8.0
0.7

0.6
5.1

0.7
7.7

5.3
3.5

0.3
0.3

10.2

5,157

120

34
189

30

55

121

312

285

83
25

3

223
62

803
22

305
45

2,128

19
77

16
121

69
10

9.4

10.1
4.0
16.5
5.9

3.8

8.6
10.9
8.6
4.4
7.8
0.9
4.7

8.5
10.1

4.4
6.6

4.8
15.0

4.6
22.3
4.9
8.9
2.5
3.1

••Statistics are for the year July 1, 1939 through June 30, 1940.

cent) of the cases covered, while the other
20 States accoimt for the remainder.

Table 5 shows the total n-umber of de-
fendants disposed of in the 25 States and
those eliminated and convicted in each of-
fense group. Burglary, auto theft, viola-
tions of drug laws, and forgery and counter-
felting show, in that order, the highest
proportions of convictions, while manslaugh-
ter and assaiilt show the lowest proportions.

• Table 6 shows, by offense, the number
and' percent of defendants eliminated in the
25 /States for each of the three types of
elimination. Defendants charged with for-
gery show the highest proportion of elimin-
ations by dismissal and the lowest propor-
tion of acquittals by Dury. Defendants
charged wi.th miirder show the lowest propor-
tion of eliminations by dismissal and the
highest proportion for acquittals by jury.

Table 7 shows, for each offense group,
the number and percent of defendants con-
victed and sentenced in the 25 States by
type of conviction. Forgery, burglary, and
auto theft are the offense groups showing

the highest proportions of convictions by
plea of guilty; and murder,' assault, and
manslaughter are those showing the lowest.
Murder and manslaughter, however, show the
highest proportions of convictions by jury
verdict.

Table 8 shows, for each offense group,
the number and percent of defendajits con-
victed and sentenced in the 25 States, by
type of sentence imposed. As would be ex-
pected, nearly all prisoners convicted of
murder were given a death or prison sen-
tence. Of the -385 defendants shown in the
table as receiving a death or prison sen-
tence, 45 were given the death sentence.
Probation and suspended sentence were used
most frequently for those defendants con-
victed of receiving, etc., stolen property,
auto theft, and embezzlement and fraud. The
offense groups showing the highest propor-_
tions of defendants given jail sentences
were violating drug laws and carrying, etc.

,

weapons.
As already pointed out, all reports

received in the Census Bureau's collection.

IXX'iS-
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TABLE 4
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TABLE 6 DEFEHDAMTS ELIfflNATEH WITHOUT CONVICTION, BY METHOD OF DISPOSITION, BY OFFENSE: ' 1939

Total
sliminated

Dismissed
and other
no-penalty

Acquitted
by court

(jury waived)

Acquitted

Tetal

Murder
Manslaughter
Kobbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud...
Stolen property, receiving, etc
Forgery and counterfeiting
Kape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws

Carrying, etc., weapons
Other major offenses

15,336 10,006 1,391

242
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TABLE 8 DEFEHDAUTS CONVICTED AMD SENTENCED, BY TYPE OF SENTENCE, BY OFFENSE: 1939

Defendants
sentenced

State prisons
and

refonnatories

Number Percent

Probation and
suspended
sentence

Number Percent

Local jails,
workhouses,

etc.

All other
sentences

Total. 54,929 19,467 35.4 18,328 13,151 23.9 3,983 7.3

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud
Stolen property, receiving, etc.
Forgery and counterfeiting
Kape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying, etc., weapons
Other major offenses .

,

417

734
3,754
3,479

12,753
12,828
3,926
3,129
1,003
3,371
2.049

624
3,553

590

1,297
1,422

^385

353
2,456
1,092
4,946
3,434
1,307

571

186

1,564
979
120

1,033
170
255

^616

92.3
48.1

65.4
31.4
38.8
26.8

33.3
18.3
18.5
46.4
47.8

19.2
29.1

28.8
19.7
43.3

2

157

626
995

4,910
4,794
1,587
1,215

446

1,103
498

103
918
121

453
400

0.5
21.4
16.7

28.6
38.5
37.4
40.4
38.8
44.5
32.7
24.3
16.5
25.8
20.5
34.9
28.1

29
186

586

1,137
2,413
3,739
836
940
286
550

424
174
828
258
458
307

7.0
25.3
15.6
32.7

18.9
29.1

21.3
30.0
28.5
16.3
20.7

27.9
23.3
43.7

35.3
21.6

1

38

86
255
484
861

196

403
85

154
148
227
774
41

131

99

0.2
5.2

2.3
7.3
3.8
6.7

5.0
12.9
8.5
4.6
7.2

36.4
21.8
6.9

10.1
7.0

Includes 43 death sentences.
Includes 4 death sentences for kidnaping.

of judicial criminal statistics are made
voluntarily, and in some of the 20 States
reporting by the tally-sheet method reports
were not received from all clerks of court.
Table 9 shows, by States, the total number
of counties and the number of courts, by
type, that furnished statistics for 1939
and the percentage of the population in
each State that resides within the juris-
diction of the reporting courts. The per-
centage of the population covered in each
State is based on the final 1940 census
figure. Differences between the percent-
ages shown in table 9 and those appearing
on the State releases assembled at the end
of this report, are due to the fact that
final 1940 population figures were not
available at the time that certain State
releases were issued, making it necessary
to use 1930 or preliminary 1940 population
figiores.

Table 10 has not been prepared in pre-
vious years. It represents an attempt to
indicate the extent to which commitments
to prison from courts of original felony
jurisdiction in the State covered, reflect
the actual admissions to the prisons and
reformatories of their respective States.
The most notable feature of this table is
the fact that the number of men received at
the penal institutions is frequently higher
than the number reported as committed by the
courts. In Rhode Island the number is over

two and one-half times as large. These dif-
ferences are due to a variety of factors.
(1) In some States many inmates classified
by us as misdemeanants are incarcerated
within the prisons and reformatories. Of
the 512 Rhode Island admissions, 350 were
of this category. (2) Probation is widely
used in some jiorisdictions. Revocations of
probation do not appear in the judicial
criminal statistics but they do swell pris-
on admissions. (3) Cases referred to courts
of appellate jurisdiction likewise do not
appear in judicial criminal statistics but
may swell prison admissions. It is believ-
ed, however, that this is not a major factor
in any reporting State. (4) As mentioned in
the discussion of the limitations of these
statistics, there is no real uniformity of
jurisdiction, and the prisons are undoubt-
edly receiving inmates from courts not re-
porting to the Census Bioreau. There is
evidence that these courts are primarily
the local institutions of large municipali-
ties, which deal primarily with misdemean-
ants, but commit an appreciable number of
persons to the penal institutions. (5) In
some States certain cases handled by juve-
nile courts are sent to State reformatories.
There are 91 such cases in the 1939 Ohio
totals. (6) In the absence of any checks
within our control (Minnesota, District of
Columbia, and 68 Ohio counties excepted) it
is possible that there were omissions on
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TABLE 9.—NUMBER AND TYPE OF COURTS FDRNISHING REPORTS, BY STATES: 1939

(All peroents are based on 1940 population)

Number
of

counties
in State

Number of reports received from each type of court

Dis-
trict

Cir-
cuit

Supe-
rior

Common
pleas

Quarter
session
and

oyer and
terminer

County
Munic-
ipal

Crim-
inal

Percent
of

population
coverage

Colorado ,

Connecticut
District of Columbia,
Idaho
Iowa.
Kansas ,

Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Jersey .,

New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island...
South Dakota
ntah
Tennont
Washington
Uisconsin
Wyomliig

63

1
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between 80 and 90 percent of all convic-
tions. Not quite one-fifth of the defend-
ants prosecuted in the trial coirrts were
disposed of by means of trial. Of the de-

fendants convicted and sentenced, slightly

more than one-third received sentences to

State prisons or reformatories, and about
one-third were given probation or a sus-
pended sentence.

TABLE 10.—COMPAfllSON OF COURT AM) PRISON DATA FOR REPORTING STATES: 1939

State

Colorado
Connecticut
District of Columbia.

Idaho
Iowa
Kansas
Massachusetts.
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Jersey
Kew Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
'Oregon.

Pennsylvania
Rhode I sland

Sou;th Dakota
Utah
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin.
Wyoming

Court sentences^

Death
penalty

Sentenced to

State prisons
and

reformatories

788

345
752
297
650
968

731

1,578
879
252
93

1,684
396

3,416
286

2,174
458

2,033
197

248
161

165
789
936
212

Percent of
population
coverage^

99.8
100.0
100.0
100.0
80.6
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
70.0

100.0
100.0
98.0
^99.0

98.5
,0

,0

,0

,0

,4

.0

.3

,0

,0

,0

100
88
100

100

94

100
61

100
93

100

Admissio;is

to State
prisons and

reformatories
from the courts

856
566

682
246
765
908
997

2,626
1,059

353
95

1,546
371

3,165
235

2,529
525

2,382
512

251

173
278
795

2,323
234

^All offenses rather than the "major offense" group used in tables 1 through 9.

^Percent of population residing within jurisdictional limits of reporting courts. The final figures

of the 1940 census are used in this table although earlier figures were used in some cases in the original

State releases.
^The following 5 counties reported in part: Erie, Essex, Lewis, Niagara,' and Suffolk. Approximately

99.0 percent of the State's population was covered.

UAfy



RELKASGD for use of afternoon
papers on August 5, 1940

DEPARTMENT 0? COUUSRCE
Bureau of the Census

'.''ashington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: COLORADO, 1939

There were 1,528 defendants charged with major
offenses vrtio were disposed of by the district
courts of Colorado during the calendar year 1939,
according to data reported by the clerks of court
to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 over
three-fourths (76.1 percent) of all defendants dis-
posed of were convicted.

Table Z presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1 DISPOS



Pi«e 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: COLORADO, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In in-
terpreting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SEIITENCE BIPOSED Oil DEFEMDAKTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES



RELEASED for use of afternoon
papjrs on September 5, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of. the Census

vrashlngton

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: CONNECTICUT, 1939-1940'

There were 954 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the superior and
conmon pleas courts of Connecticut during the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1940, according to data
reported by the clerks of court to the Bureau of
the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939-1940*
approximately 7 out of every 8 (88,4 percent) de-
fendants disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939-1940*, showinc the method of dis-
position of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION



Pa^ 2 JUDICIAL CRIMIKAL STATISTICS: COKNECTICUT, 1939-1940*

Table 3 shoos the type of sentence iaposed on
those oonTloted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used
for the same general classes of offenses. In In-

terpreting these data, however. It should be remem-
bered that several of these classes of offenses In-
clude charges of widely varying degrees of serious-
ness.

TABLI S.—TYPK OF



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on June 27, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1939

There were 1,520 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district court
of the District of Columbia during the calendar
year 1939, according to data obtained by the Bureau
of the Census from the records of the court.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 three-
fourths (75.3 percent) of all the defendants dis-
posed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITIOJ! OF



Pa^ 2 JUDICIAL CEnONAIi STATISTICS: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1939

Table S shows the type of sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
tt. last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these date. It should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses Include charg-
es of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLB 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCK IMPOSED ON DETENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of omlng
p^ers on June 15, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: IDAHO. 1939

There were 594 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district courts
of Idaho during the calendar year 1939, according
to data reported by the clerks of court to the
Bureau or the Census. Table 1 shows the disposition
of these defendants for each of the last 4 years.

In 1939 approilmately 6 out of every 7 (85.9 per-
cent) defendants disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION OF



P««« 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: IDAHO, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence tmpossd on
those eonrloted of inajor offenses dxirln^ each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of santenoes used

for the sane general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting thase data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE S.—TYPES 0? 3MTENCS XUPOSED ON DEFMBANTS CONTICTES 07 MAJOB OFFENSES

Typo of eentsnoe



RELEASED for uaa of nomlng
papers on October 4, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMMSRCE
Bureau of tha Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: IOWA, 1939

There wore 1,875 defendants charged with major
offenses vrtio were disposed of by the district
courts of Iowa during the calendar year 1939 , ac-
cord Ing to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 over
three-fourths (77.2 percent) of all defendants dis-
posed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
Number Percent Number Percent Namber Percent Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction...
Dismissed
Acquitted by oourt(jury waived
Acquitted by Jury......
Other no-penalty disposition..

Convicted ,

Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

1,875

427
359
14
41
13

1,448
1,373

20
55

100.0 1,641 100.0 1,572 100.0 1,352

22.8
19.1
0.7
2.2
0.7

77.2
73.2
1.1
2.9

332
289
10
32
1

1,309
1,225

31
53

20.2
17.6
0.6
2.0
0.1

79.8
74.6
1.9
3.2

348
308

2

30
8

1,224
1,146

26
52

22.1
19.6
0.1
1.9
0.5

77.9
72.9
1.7
3.3

366
327

2

925
16
45

100.0

27.1
24.2
0.1
1.9
0.8

72.9
68.4
1.2
3.3

TABLE 2.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRIMIHAL CASES DJ DISTRICT COtJHTS, BY OFFENSE: IOWA, 1939

Total
de-
fend-
ants
dis-
posed
of

Disposed of without conviction

Dis-
missed

Ac-
quit-
ted by
court
(jury

waived

)

Ac-
quit-
ted by
Jury

Plea
guilty

Court
finds
guilty
(Jury
waived)

jury
ver-
dict

guilty

All offenses.

Major offenses, total.

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft......
Auto theft : , - . . .

.

Bnbezzlement and fraud..........
Stolen property, receiving, etc.
Forgery and counterfeiting......
Rape ....
Commarcialized vice. ........... c

Other sex offenses ...-.
Violating drug laws. ..........

.

Carrying, etc., weapons
Othe^ major offenses.........^..

Abc-t ion
Arson
Bigamy , ,

Blactanail and extortion
Escape and jail break....
Kidnaping.
Perjury

Other offenses:
Minor assault
Nonsuppcrt or neglect.
Violatir.g liquor laws ,.

Driving while intoxi ated ,

Other motor-vehicle laws .,

Disorderly conduct and vagrancy,,
Gambling
All other offenses

3,859

1,875

15
20
63
85
254
482
142
232
22
240
53
10

142
1"

19
79

205
230
907
21,

56
250

21 2,939 2,795

42V 1,448 1,373

5
7

24
25
30
65
18

108
6

47
17
2

42
3
5

23

21
133
59

121
16
12
13

118

19
123
54
76
15
12
13

111

10
13
39
60

224
417
124
124
16

193
36
8

100
14
14
56

11
9
2

32

30
72

171
786
195
62
43

132

9
10
35
54

218
395
123
114
14

189
28
8
96
13
14
53

11
9

27
70

160
754
192
59
42

118

On the basis of the 1930 population, reports cover 62.5 percent of the population of the State in

1936, 65.7 percent in 1937, 77.5 percent in 1938, and (on the basis of the 1940 preliminary population)

e0,6 percent in 1939.

iTilZ
(OVER)



Page 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: IOWA, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those oonvioted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In in-
terpreting these data, it should bo remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charg-
es of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE 07 SKNTEMCE IMPOSED OK DEFEMDAKTS CO>fVICTKD OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Typ« of sentence



RELEASED for use of afternoon
papers on June 124, 1940

DEPARTKENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: KANSAS, 1939

There were 1,805 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district
courts of Kansas during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census. Table 1 shows the dis-
position of these defendants for each of the last 4

years. In 1939 approximately three-fourths (7,7.6
percent) of all defendants disposed of were con-
victed.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED 'VITH UIAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Defendants disposed of

Sliminated without conviction....
Dienissed
Acquitted by court (Jury waived
Acquitted hy Jury
Other no-penalty disposition...

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
J'ury verdict guilty.....

1,605

405
335

1,400
1,263

16
121

100.0 1,658 100.0 1,793 100.0 1,842

22.4
18.6
0.4
3.4
0.1

77.6
70.0
0.9
6.7

364
265
20
61
18

1,294
1,093

37
164

22.0
16.0
1.2
3.7
1.1

76.0
65.9
2.2
9.9

452
380

3
54
15

1,341
1,164

20
157

25.2
21.2
0.2
3.0
o.e

74.8
64.9
1.1
8.8

464
374

2
61
27

1,378
1,205

7

166

74.8
65.4
0.4
9.0

TABLE 2.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRBIINAL CASES IN DISTRICT COURTS, BY OFFENSE: KANSAS, 1939

Total
defend-
ants

disposed
of

Disposed of without conviction

Dis-
missed

Acquit-
ted by
court
(Jury

waived)

Acquit-
ted by
Jury

Convicted

Plea
guilty

Court
finds
guilty
(Jury

waived)

Jury
ver-
dict

guilty

All offenses

Major offenses, total

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Kmbezzlenent and fraud
Stolen property, receiving, etc
Forgery and counterfeiting
Rape
Coomeroialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying, etc., weapons
Other major offenses
Abortion
Arson
Bigamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and Jail break
Kidnaping
Per Jury

Other offenses:

Iflnor assault
Nonsupport or neglect
Violating liquor laws
Driving while intcxlcated
Other motor-vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy
Oambling
All other offenses

ITJoS

2,661

1,805

29
82
71
55

301
554
76

174
27

258
100

6

35
20
4

73
1
S4
13
5

18

18

95
500
56
25
30
30
76

17
58

183
24
14
19
13
33

16
54

167
21
12
18
13
27

1,895 1.704

1,400 1,263

22
15
51
39

255
470
67
86
20

213
64
3

23
12
4

56

18
IS
8

17

27
37

317
32
11
11
17
43

10
41
29

241
448
65
72
19

200
45
3

14
11

35
289
28
7

10
16
32

21

1



Pag»5 2 JUDICIAL CRIMIKAL STATISTICS: KANSAS, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
thoae convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years,

TtiDlt 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, It should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLB 3.—TYPE 0? SENTKICE IMPOSED ON DEFENDAMTS COMVICTED OF UAJOR OFFEN



RELEASED for usa of morning
papers on June 21, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COIBIERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: MASSACHUSETTS. 1939

There were 3,548 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the superior
courts of Massachusetts during the calendar year
1939, according to data reported by the Department
of Correction to the Bureau of the Census. Table 1
shows the disposition of these defendants for each

of the lest 4 years. In 1939 approximately four-
fifths (80.7 percent) of all defendants disposed of
were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION



fSLge 2 JUDICIAL CRIKLNAi STATISTICS: MASSACHUSETTS,' 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence Imposed on
those oonvioted of major offenses during each of
tLo last 4 yeaiB.

Table 4 ahovre the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, It should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses Include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES



RE1£ASED for use of afternoon
papers on February 19, 1941

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: MICHIGAN, 1939

There were 4,173 defendants charged with major
offenses wiio were disposed of by the trial courts
of Michigan, according to data reported by the De-
partment of Corrections to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-
ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-

imately four-fifths (79.3 percent) of all defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION



Page JL'WCI,\L CRIMINAL STATISTICS: MICHICW, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those conYioted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years

.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OP SEHTEHCE IMPOSED ON DEPENDANTS CONVICTED OP MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on June ZB, 1940

DEPAKTKENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: MINNESOTA. 1939

There were 2,069 defendants ch&rged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district courts
of Minnesota during the calendar y ar 1939, accord-
ing to data repor-ed by the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension to the Bureau of the Census.

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approxi-
mately 9 out of ever-' 10 (90.5 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend- I of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1 . —DISPOSITION OF DEFEND^rPS CHARGED "/ITH MAJOR OFFENSES



Fu^ 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: HINNESOTA, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
hose convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 yenrs.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, It should be remembered
that several of these classes of offenses include
charges of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE CF SEHTENCS EXPOSED ON DEFEKDi^NTS UONVICTED OF liAJOR OFFEIISES

Type of sentence



RELEASJE for use of morning

papers on July 9, 1940

EEPARTITNT OF COWJffiRCS

Bureau of the Census
V/aahlngtoD

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: M3NTANA, 1939

There were 375 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district
courts of llontana during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to

the Bureau of the Census.
Table 1 shows the disposition of thesn defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approxi-
mately 6 out of every 7 (85.6 percent) defendants
disposed of were f^onvlcted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions In 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.-



Pa^e 2 JUDICIAL CMMIKAL STATISTICS: BONTAKA, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 yoa-s.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentenoea used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, however, it should be remembered
that several of these classes of offenses include
charges of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE EXPOSED OH DEFENDANTS CONVICTED 0? i'JlJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on December 27, 1940

DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRUJINAL STATISTICS: NEW HAI/IPSHIRE. 1939

There were 436 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the superior
courts of New Hampshire during the calendar year
1939, according to dat . reported by the clerks ^f
court to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-
imately three-fourths (77.3 percent) of all defend-
ants disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION



Page 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAl STATISTICS: NEW HAMPSHIKE, 1939

Table 3 shows the .type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for The same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remeubered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
cf widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE 0? SENTENCE IMPOSED ON BEFENTIANTS CONVICTED OP MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for uae of morning
papers on December 4, 1940

DKPAHTMEBT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: NEW JERSEY, 1939

There were 5,870 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the trial courts of

Bew Jersey during the calendar year 19S9, according
to data reported by the clerks of court to the
Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants tqr each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-
imately four-fifths (80.1 percent) of all defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dispo-
sitions in 1929, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION



Page 2 JUDICIAL ranONAL STATISTICS! NEW JEKSEY, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses dtiring each, of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OP SENTEHCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDABTS CONVICTEII OP MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of aomlng
papara on Soptaobsr 20, 1040

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Tashlngton

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: NOT MEXICO, 1939

There were 1,006 defendants charged with major
offenses who were dispojed of by the district
oourts of New Uexloo during the ealendar year 1939,
according to data reported by the clerics of court
to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 nearly
three-fourths (7S,S percent) of all defendants dis-
posed of were oonvloted.

Table Z presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions In 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION 07 DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition



Pa^e 2 JUDICIAL CBIUKAL STATISTICS: NEW MEXICO, 1939

Table 3 shows the tjrps of sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same genercQ. classes of offenses. In In-
terpreting these data. It should be remembered
that several of these classes of offenses Include
charges of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TTPS 0? SSNTENCE niPOSSD OH DSTXNDABTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFSHSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of afternoon

papers on October 25, 1940
DEPARTMEST OP OOMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: NEW YORK, 1939

The New York State Department of Correction
reported to the Bureau of the Census on the dispo-
sition by the trial courts of Hew York on 11,824
defendants charged with major offenses during the

calendar year 1939.
Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 3 years. In 1939 over
three-fourths (78.0 percent) of all defendants dis-
posed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABIE 1. —DISPOSITION OP DEPENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
1939 1938

Defendants disposed of

Eliminated without conviction....
Dismissed
Acquitted by court (jury waived
Acquitted by jury
Other no-penalty disposition...

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty
Jury verdict guilty

10,153 10,687 10,316

2,229
1,332

573
324

7,924
7,121

22.0
13.1

5.6
3.2

78.0
70.1

2,884
1,986

765
133

7,803
6,955

27.0
18.6

7.2
1.2

73.0
65.1

2,556
1,659

7,760
6,904

24.8
16.1

75.2
66.9

TABLE 2.—DISPOSITION OP DEPENDANTS IN CRIHINAX CASES IN TRIAL COURTS, BY OFFENSE: NEW YORK, 1939

Total
de-

fend-
ants
dis-
posed
of

Disposed of without conviction

Dis-
missed

Ac-
quit-
ted by
court
(jury

waived)

Ac-
quit-
ted by
jury

Convicted

Plea
guilty

Court
finds
guilty
(jury

waived)

Jury
ver-
dict

guilty

All offenses.

Major offenses, total.

Murder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault..............
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto theft
Embezzlement and fraud
Stolen property, receiving, etc.
Forgery and counterfeiting
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating dnig laws
Carrying, etc., weapons
Other ma j or offenses
Abortion
Arson

Blackmail and extortion.
Escape and jail break...
Kidnaping
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
Nonsupport or neglect
Violating liquor laws
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor-vehicle laws ,
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy,
Gambl ing
All other offenses

11,824 2,454 1,509 9,370 8,515

10,153 2,229 1,332 573 7,924 7,121

106
222
947
816

2,413
2,375

732
17

177
408
437
28

334
39
389
713
(M
83

523
330

94
7

10
36

571

45
83

256
248
355
349
109
12
92
81

143
10
86
9

75
276
(")

33

18
34
124
114
226
237
74
8

53
60
94
9

44

52
185
(M
19

(M

12
42
37
89
72
70
17
2

23
14
34
1

31
8

15
56

(M
9

i;
(^

35

5

91

7

127

61
139
691
566

2,058
2,026

623
5

85
327
294
18

248
30
314
437
(^)

50

623
239

18
91

562
442

1,934
1,920

584
4

72
309
249
18

226
26

290

(5?

10

37
7

10
36

444

603
237

77
7

10
36

424

{")

20

Hot returned separately. Offenses reported as "other felonies" and malicious mischief (felony) ar«
included in other major offenses.

Note.- The following five counties reported in part: Erie, Essex, Lewis, Niagara, and Suffolk.
(OVER)



Page Z JUDICIAL CBIMDiAL STATISTICS: KEW YORK, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of

the last 4 years.
Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In in-
terpreting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OP SENTEHCE IMPOSED OH DEFETOANTS CONVICTED OP MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on June 22, 1940

DSPARTKEIJT OF CCaBCERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: NORTH DAKOTA. 1939

There were 584 defendants charged «rlth major
offenses viho were disposed of by the district courts
of North Dakota during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census. Table 1 shows the dis-
position of these defendants for each of the last 4

years. In 1939 approximately 6 out of every 7 (86.5
percent) defendants disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.-



Page 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: NORTH DAKOTA, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those eonvleted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include chaigps
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE a.—TYPE OF SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for us* of &ft«moon
papers on June 26, 1940

CEPAR'niENT 07 COUMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: OHIO, 1939

There were 5,536 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the common pleas
courts of Ohio during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approxi-
mately 5 out of every 6 (83.3 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures for all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1 DISPOSITIOK OF



Page 2 JUDICIAL CRBtDiAL STATISTICS: OHIO, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentenos Imposed on
those convicted of major offenaes during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, It should be remembered
that several of these classes of offenses Include
charges of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OF IIAJOR OFFENSES



BEUASEC for usa of aftamoon
p«p«ra on Daaambar Zl, lOiO

DEPARTMEKT OP COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

.JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: OREGON. 1939

There were 1,156 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the circuit courts
of Oregon during the calendar year 1939; according
to data reported by the clerks of court to the Bu-
reau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-
imately 5 out of every 6 (83.0 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1929, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—mSPOSITIOH OF D'JPEITD.UITS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses diiring each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes df offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE S.— TYPE OF SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEPENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for U8e of afternoon
papers on November 26, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMKERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: PENNSYLVANIA, 1939

There were 19,927 defendants ciiar^ed with ma-
jor offenses who were disposed of by the trial
courts of Pennsylvania durint the calendar year
1939, according to data reported by the Department
of Welfare atHarrisburg to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-
imately 7 out of each 10 (71.0 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION OP DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Defendants disposed of. 19,937 100.0 24,548 100.0 22,603 100.0 22,067

Eliminated without conviction...
Dismissed
Acquitted by court (Jury waived
Acquitted by jury
Other no-penalty disposition...

Convicted
Plea of guilty
Court finds guilty..
Jury verdict guilty.

5,779
2,299

770
2,151

559

14,158
10,946
1,034
2,128

29.0
11.5
3.9
10.8
2.8

71.0
54.9
5.4

6,255
2,259

409
3,348

239

13,293
11,252

514
6,527

25.5
9.2
1.7

13.6
1.0

74.5
45.8
2.1

26.6

6,699
2,684

145
3,602

268

15,904
9,799
457

5,648

29.6
11.9
0.6

15.9
1.2

70.4
43.4
2.0

25.0

6,727
2,674

122
3,769

162

15,340
9,048
498

5,794

69.5
41.0
2.3

26.3

TABLE 2.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS IN CRII1INAL CASES IN TRIAL COURTS, BY OFFENSE: PENNSYLVANIA, 1939

Total
de-

fend-
ants
dis-
posed
of

Disposed of without conviction

Dis-
missed

Acquit-
ted by
court
(jury

waived)

quit
ted by
jury

Convicted

Plea
guilty

Court
finds
guilty
(jury

waived

)

Jury
ver-
dict

guilty

All offenses 39,904 12,600 1,913 3,698 1,301 19,155 4,380 3,269

Major offenses, total.

Miirder
Manslaughter
Robbery
Aggravated assault
Burglary
Larceny, except auto theft
Auto the ft
Embezzlement and fraud
Stolen property, receiving, etc.
Forgery and counterfeiting
Rape
Commercialized vice
Other sex offenses
Violating drug laws
Carrying , etc

. , weapons
Other major offenses
Abortion
Ars on
Bigamy
Blackmail and extortion
Escape and jail break
Kidnaping
Perjury

Other offenses:

Minor assault
Nonsupport or neglect
Violating liquor laws
Driving while intoxicated
Other motor-vehicle laws
Disorderly conduct and vagrancy.
G-ambling
All other offenses

19,937 5,779 2,299 2,151 559 14,158 1,084 2,128

180
375
958

2,635
3,058
4,747

874
1,878

520
615
578
393

1,958
259
634
275
46
83
19
35
51
1

40

2,240
4,919
2,231
3,374
2,371

216
1,502
3,114

69
239
187

1,349
422

1,064
141
679
224
156
209
82

637
15

195
111
24
33
8

20
2

1,219
1,367

513
735
963
96

507
1,421

15
103
38
449
144
399
56

375
73
96
75
20

315
6
90
46
7

10
6

11

561
968
191
103
457
53

116
940

7
225
31

194
23
73
46
11
7

24
58
6
40
9

161
40
107
133
339
16

194
153

42
115
122
495
221
379
51

163
69
30

116
35

203
2

58
50
16
20

379
19

182
459
124

7
178
199

10
7

20
ISO
26
92
11
68
36
19
11
3

61
1

118
340
33
40
43
20
19

129

111
136
771

1,286
2,636
3,683

733
1,199

296
459
359
311

1,321
244
439
164
22
50
11
15
49

16

1,021
3,552
1,718
2,639
1,408

120
995

1,693

73
72

506
658

2,309
3,049

635
1,035

190
426
212
238
927
159
331
126

9
41

587
1,326
1,289
2,214

984
85

680
1,044

2
7

37
257
79

294
28
63
27
16
21
43

130
16
56

194
2,204

223
161
324
24

219
447

36
57

228
371
248
340
70

101
79
17

136
30

264
69
52
30
13
9

240
22

206
264
100
11

= ^°^o^^^ QQ^«^ °^ the 1930 population, reports cover 100 percent of the population of the State in 1936and 1937, 99.6 percent m 1938, and 100 percent in 1939.

.,„•.<» (OVER)
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Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it s>iould be renieiabered that
several of these classes of offenses include chart;es
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF



RELEASED for use of morning

papers on October 30, 1940

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: RHODE ISLAND, 1939

There mere 632 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the superior courts
of Rhode Island during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the Department of Social
Welfare at Providence to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939, 98.9
percent of all defendants disposed of were con-
victed.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION
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Table 3 shows the type of sentence impoaed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In in-
terpreting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS CONVICTED OP MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on January 18, 1941

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: SOUTH DAKOTA. 1939

There were ^68 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the circuit courts
of South Dakota during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 19S9 approx-
imately 7 out of every 8 (88.7 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figiires of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION
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Table 3 shoas the type of .sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offensea du±-ing each of the
I'-^t 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting the^e data, it should, be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness .

.

TABLl 3,— irPE OP SEHTESCE IMPOSED ON



RELEASED for use of afternoon

papers on July 8, 1940

DEPAKTUZNT 0? COUMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: UTAH. 1939

There were 415 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district
courts of Utah during the calendar year 1939, ac-
cording to data reported by the clerks of court to
the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approxi-
mately 5 out of every 6 (83.4 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the metiiod of disposition
of all defendants by offense groups.

TABLE 1.-



JUDICIAL CRmiNAL STATISnCS: UTAH, 1939

Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
t^fl Inat 4 years.

Table 4 shows the Tariety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In Inter-
preting these data, however, It should be remembered
that several of these classes of offenses include
charges of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLB 3.—TYPE OP SENTENCE IMPOSED ON DEFENDANTS



RELEASED for <>•• et aftanioon
papar* on Octobar 5, 1940

DEPARIVZNT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

'.Vashlngton

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: VERMONT. 1939

There were 425 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the county and
munlolpal courts of Termont during the calendar
year 1939, according to data reported by the clerks
of court to the Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 over
three-fourths (77.2 percent) of all defendants dis-
posed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH MAJOR OFFENSES

Disposition
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Table 3 shows the type of sentence Imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

•^fiMe 4 shows the variety of sfintenoes used

for the same general classes of offenses. In in-
terpreting these data it should he remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charg-
es of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE BIPOSKD ON DE7ENDANTS CONVICTED OF MAJOR OFFENSES

Type of sentence



R£I£ASED for UM ol mrolnjr
p«p«r* on kvgamt 19, 1940

DXPASnONT OF CQUOSCI
Bureau of the Canau*

Vkshlngton

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: WASHINGTON, 1939

There were 1,614 dafendanta eharg^d witli aajor
jffensas «ho ware dlapoaed of bjr the auperlor court*
of Dkahlngt.on during the oalandar year 19S9,aooord-
in£ to data reported by the oleiic* of oourt to the
Jureau of the Caneua.

Table 1 ahowB the diapositlon of these defend-

ants for eaoh of the last 4 years. In 19S9 approx-
imately S out of erery 6 (84.5 pecreant) defendants
disposed of were oonTioted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all di»-
posltlons In 1939, showing the method of disposi-
tion of all defendants, by offense groups.

TARI.K 1.—DI8P08ITI0H OT VKFSHiiSTB CEAROXD VXTB MAJOR 0ITXNSX8



Pa«e 2 JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS : WASHDiGTON, 1939

fabl* S shows the tTps of santsnee iaposed on
thos* eonTletsi! of Major offenses during eaoh of
the lest 4 jret'i^B.

Table 4 ehovs the rarletf of santenoes used

I

for the same general olassefc of offeases. In In-
terpreting these data, however, it should be rcmen-

' bered that several of these classes of offenses in-
I

olude charges of widely varying degrees of serious-
I
ness.

•CUSS S.x-TZn or SKNTKNCS IVPOaBD on CSFaiDANTS C0N7ICTXD or lUJOB orrxHsxs

Type of sentenoe



RELEASED for use of morning
papers on February 27, 1941

DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS: WISCONSIN. 1939

There were 5,225 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the trial courts
of Wisconsin during the calendar yesir 1939, accord-
ing to data reported by the clerks of court to the
Bureau of the Census.

Table 1 shows' the disposition of these defend-

ants for each of the last 4 years. In 1939 approx-
imately 5 out of every 6 (84.3 percent) defendants
disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positiona in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—DISPOSITION
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lable 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OP SEHTEHCE XMPOSEB OB



RELEASED for use of afternoon

papers on June 17, 1940

DSPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of the Census

Washington

JUDICIAL CRIMINAL f^TATIHTICS: WYOMING, 1939

There were 385 defendants charged with major
offenses who were disposed of by the district courts
of Wyoming during the calendar year 1939, according
to data reported by the clerks of court to the
Bureau of the Census. Table 1 shows the disposition
of these defendants for each of the last 4 years.

In 1939 approximately 5 out of every 6 (83.4 per-
cent) defendants disposed of were convicted.

Table 2 presents detailed figures of all dis-
positions in 1939, showing the method of disposition
of all defendants, by offense groups.

TABLE 1.—
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Table 3 shows the type of sentence imposed on
those convicted of major offenses during each of
the last 4 years.

Table 4 shows the variety of sentences used

for the same general classes of offenses. In inter-
preting these data, it should be remembered that
several of these classes of offenses include charges
of widely varying degrees of seriousness.

TABLE 3.—TYPE OF SENTENCE IMP02
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