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Karl Barth Consultation Held at

1989 AAR/SBL Meeting

At the call of Martin Rumscheidt, a group of 30

people gathered for a special session on Barth's theology

the day before the official beginning of the 1989 Annual

Meeting of the American Academy of Religion and the

Society of Biblical Literature in Anaheim, California.

The afternoon's program focused on Charles Villa-

Vincencio's book On Reading Karl Barth in South Africa.

A paper by George Hunsinger, followed by a response from

John de Gruchy, provoked considerable discussion.

The next morning an ad hoc group chaired by Walter

Lowe met for breakfast to discuss plans for the future.

It was decided to pursue the possibility of a Barth

section as part of the 1990 AAR/SBL program, possibly

featuring the work of Charlotte von Kirschbaum. The

success of the Bonhoeffer Society in being accepted as a

regular part of the AAR program encourages the effort for a

similar status for the Barth Society.

Interest was also expressed in the continuation of the

KBSNA, whether or not the quest for AAR recognition is

successful.

Another development at that breakfast meeting was the

suggestion of a regular newsletter for the Karl Barth

Society. Russ Palmer and Paul Matheny volunteered to

undertake the project

It was also suggested that Yale might be an appropriate

site for the establishment of a Barth archive.

Introducing the Barth Society

Newsletter

A newsletter can be an important means of

communication for a revitalized Barth Society. The
newsletter of the International Bonhoeffer Society, English

Language Section, suggests some of the possibilities.

Among the things which could be included are a

calendar of events, announcements, news, bibliographical

notes (e.g. notice of George Hunsinger’s new book),

articles, summaries of papers, and letters from readers.

But all of that will be highly dependent on your

response!

We encourage you to send in items or suggestions in

any of the above categories or any other information you
think pertinent for the next issue.

Materials for inclusion should be sent to the editor,

Russell W. Palmer, 5061 Blondo, Omaha NE 68104.

Hans Frei Conference
Set for June 15-16 in Toronto

"Hans Frei and the Future of Theology" will be the

theme of a mid-June conference sponsored by the Karl Barth

Society, at which Frei’s work will be presented, analyzed,

and discussed. The conference will be held on the campus
of Victoria University, Toronto, June 15-16.

"A number of theologians and biblical scholars have

found fruitful the work of the late Hans Frei both in its

criticisms of phenomenonological hermeneutics as applied

to the interpretation of Scripture, and in its constructive

proposals for reading biblical narrative," said Prof. David

Demson, conference coordinator. "His criticism of

Listoncal criticism' has also attracted deserved attention."

Demson noted.

In an article on "Hans Frei and the Meaning of Biblical

Narrative," William Placher suggested that "future

historians just may consider him the most important

American theologian of his generation" (Christian Century,

May 24-31, 1989, p. 556).

Frei, who died in 1988 at the age of 66, was a long-

time professor at Yale. He is known especially for two
books published in the 1970s: The Identity ofJesus

Christ, The Hermeneutical Bases of Dogmatic Theology,

and The Eclipse ofBiblical Narrative, A Study in 18th and

19th Century Hermeneutics.

In 1974, at the second colloquium of the KBSNA,
Hans Frei presented a paper on "Scripture as Realistic

Narrative: Karl Barth as Critic of Historical Criticism."

His contribution to the H. Richard Niebuhr festscrift

(Faith and Ethics, ed. Paul Ramsey, 1957) included

masterful expositions of "The Academic Tradition in 19th

Century Protestant Theology" and "Revelation and

Theological Method in the Theology of Karl Barth." His

doctoral thesis, "The Doctrine of Revelation in the Thought

of Karl Barth, 1909-1922: The Nature of Barth’s Break with

Liberalism," (1956, available from University Microfilms),

is still an indispendable treatment of its subject (in the

opinion of the editor of this newsletter).

University housing is available across from Alumni
Hall at $3238 (U.S.) a night for a single room, $47.25

double. Cost for the Friday dinner will be $10.85 (U.S.)

and the banquet on Saturday is $14.15. There is no

registration fee for the conference itself.

Those interested in attending should write

David Demson at 459 Briar Hill Ave., Toronto,
Ontario, Canada MSN 1M8, or James
Fishbaugh, 1272 Delaware Ave., Buffalo, N.Y.
14209.



"HANS FREI AND THE FUTURE OF THEOLOGY"
Sessions held in Alumni Hall, Victoria University, Toronto

FRIDAY. JUNE 15

3:00 Comments on the forthcoming posthumous book by Hans Frei

William Placher (co-editor), Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind.

3:30 "Hans Frei as Theologian"

George Hunsinger, Bangor Theological Seminary

Respondent: John Webster, Wycliffe College, Toronto

6:00 Dinner
"Memoir" by Stephen Crites, Wesleyan University

8:00 "Hans Frei and Phenomenonological Hermeneutics"
Walter Lowe, Candler School of Theology, Emory University

Respondent: David Demson, Emmanuel College, Toronto

SATURDAY. JUNE 16

9:00 "What Do We Learn about Reading Scripture from Hans Frei?"

Mary Kathleen Cunningham, North Carolina State University

Respondent: Gerald Sheppard, Emmanuel College, Toronto

11:00 "The Hermeneutics of Modesty: Hans Frei’s Theological Reserves

and Their Interpretive Claims"
Paul Schwartzentruber, St. John's University, Collegeville, Minn.

Respondent: William Placher, Wabash College

2:00 Business Meeting of the Karl Barth Society of North America

3:30 "An Analysis and Critique of Frei's Basic Argument in The Eclipse of
Biblical Narrative "

George Schner, Regis College, Toronto

Respondent: Bruce Marshall, St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn.

6:00 Banquet

Address: "Hans Frei and the Future of Theology"

David Ford, University of Birmingham, England



EDITORIAL:

Whither the Karl Barth Society?

The Karl Barth Society of North America, formed "to

encourage a critical and constructive theology in continuity

with the work of Karl Barth," was established on the

occasion of the first Barth colloquium in Toronto in 1972.

Its aims were: to assist the European Karl Barth

Foundation in its purpose of preparing a complete edition

of Barth's works; to establish the most complete collection

possible of writings by and about Barth in order to facilitate

research; and to organize conferences to explore the

resources of Barth's work for theology.

For some time now the KBSNA has been dormant, if

not defunct, but the response to the session held in

conjunction with last year's AAR meeting indicates interest

in reviving it.

One person at the Anaheim meeting questioned the

wisdom of having a Barth society, lest it be taken over by

some of the "conservative evangelicals" who have begun to

view Barth as their champion. Concern was also expressed

about the danger of a Barthian scholasticism.

While these may well be legitimate concerns, it would

surely be worthwhile to maintain some kind of network

among interested scholars - those concerned with Barth's

contribution and the possibilities it opens up for

constructive theology today.

What is needed is neither hagiography nor a scholastic

Barthianism, but a forum for those of us who regard the

theology of Karl Barth as something to be reckoned with.

The work of Hans Frei certainly shows that one need not be

a doctrinaire Barthian to find Barth’s work suggestive.

An active Barth society could foster contact and

cooperation among scholars interested in Barth and

convinced of the continuing relevance of his work for the

ongoing task of theology.

I, for one, would like to be kept informed of what

others are doing in terms of Barth scholarship and related

theological activity. I would like to be alerted to the

appearance of significant articles and books in the field. I

would like to have opportunities to meet with people who
share these concerns in occasional conferences (with or

without a place on the program of the AAR).

There will be an opportunity to consider the future

direction of the Barth society during the Frei conference in

June, when a KBSNA business meeting is scheduled. The
possibility of moving the seat of the society from Toronto

to another location has been suggested. Other questions

need to be answered.

I hope ways will be found to revitalize the society.

Both those concerned with Barth scholarship in the

narrower sense (seeking a better understanding of Karl Barth

and his place in the history of theology) and those

attempting to utilize the resources of Barth's work for

constructive theological work today have much to gain by
staying in touch. -RWP

NEWS FROM EUROPE . .

.

Editor's note: Paul Matheny returned to the United States a

few months ago after earning his doctorate at Heidelberg

University. In the belief that U.S. and Canadian

theologians would like to be kept informed about the work

ofBarth scholars on the Continent, he plans to reportfrom
time to time on the European scene. Here is hisfirst

report:

Dutch and Swiss Barth Conferences
Give Rise to New Journal

Beginning in 1985, the Komitee zur Forderung des

Studiums der dialektischen Theologie has published the

Zeitschrift fur dialektische Theologie . The purpose of the

journal is to serve the scholarly interest in dialectical

theology, especially that of Karl Barth.

The idea arose during annual conferences on the

theology of Karl Barth in Dreibergen, Netherlands and

Leuenberg, Switzerland.

The intention is to make fruitful a dialogue between

the differing traditions of dialectical theology and Barth

interpretation on the Continent, especially that of the

Netherlands (H. Kraemer, K.H. Miskotte, O. Noordmans,

et al.), and of German-speaking lands.

The Zeitschrift is published twice a year and contains

lectures from both conferences as well as original articles.

Since its inception the journal has accompanied and
stimulated the progress of Barth interpretation throughout

Europe. It would not be too much to say that to follow its

articles is to follow the pulse of Europe's finest theological

interpretation. Certainly some of the most important

articles on Barth in the last decade are to be found here.

Contributions from Marquardt, Schellong, Krotke,

Klappert, Kraus, Link, Rumscheidt, Sauter, Korsch and

others have appeared in its pages. It has become essential

reading for all Barth scholars on the Continent

Those interested in the Zeitschrift for subscription,

information, or the submission of articles may contact

Prof. Dr. G. W. Neven, Groenendael 164, NL
8271 E. J. Usselmuiden (tel. 05202-15882).

The Karl Barth Society Newsletter needs
you . . .

to contribute toward the costs of production

and mailing.

Duplicating costs for this initial issue were subsidized

by the Philosophy and Religion Department of the

University of Nebraska at Omaha, and postage was paid by

the editor. That seemed like the only way we could get the

first issue off the ground, but it’s not feasible as a

permanent arrangement!

Contributions to defray the cost of this newsletter

would be appreciated. Mail them to Russ Palmer, 5061

Blondo, Omaha NE 68104. Indicate on your check that it

is for the Barth Society Newsletter. Thanks!



A Neglected Statement: The Darmstadt Declaration

Editor's note: The Darmstadt Declaration (1947) is a significant but little-known document heavily

influenced by Karl Barth. Contributing editor Paul Matheny provides an introduction to and translation of
this important text:

Das Darmstadter Wort

In the summer of 1947 Karl Barth toured the ruins of a

defeated Germany lecturing on the condition of the church.

[1] On the 5th and 6th of July he spoke before the meeting

of the Bruderrat of the Protestant Church of Germany,

holding forth on the same theme which dominated his

concerns at the time -- the current threat to and renewal of

the German church. He focused on Christian servanthood

as well as on the political responsibility of the church

community.

The danger that he and others feared would encroach on

the very possibility of the church's renewal after the war

was nationalism. It was feared that the church could

become a comfortable haven for the rabid nationalism of

German culture after it had been pushed out of political life.

This fear had been made all the more pressing due to

the manner in which the Stuttgart Declaration had been

received. It was becoming clearer every day that the

unrelenting pride and arrogance of the German culture had

not been rendered impotent Hans Joachim Iwand pleaded

with the Bruderrat to confront this grave problem.

The question hung in the air: Was the church capable

of revising its role in society and in so doing rethinking its

own relation to the German people?

The consensus among the leading theologians

attending the meeting was that the church must go a new
way. It must concretely define this new path and make
clear once and for all the form its political responsibility

within the context of a new Germany should take.

Karl Barth proposed that a statement be made on "our

political situation” which would point toward the necessity

of Christian political commitment in meeting the

responsibilities to come. The three main contributors to

the formulation of this document were Hans Joachim

Iwand, Martin Niemoller, and Karl Barth. The influence of

Karl Barth on every phrase of its formulation is obvious,

especially if one compares the original proposals and

examines the clerk's report. [2]

The significance of this statement has been and

continues to be emphasized within both the community and

theological life of the contemporary German church. A
number of bodes and articles have been written on the

subject by scholars such as Hermann Diem, H. J. Iwand,

Ernst Wolf, and Berthold Klappert Unfortunately this very

important document has never appeared in an English

translation.

It is appropriate that now when Germany is once again

"awakening" we once again take a serious look at the

theological problems engaging this church as it faces a

"renewed" nationalism.

[1] Karl Barth, "Die lebendige Gemeinde und die freie

Gnade," ThEx NF 9, Mtlnchen 1947. These lectures issued in

this article.

[2] This information is available from the Zentralarchiv

der Evangelischen Kirche in Hessen und Nassau, Darmstadt,

Best. 36/23, Heft L U/2 and 3.

A Declaration of
the Council of Brethren

of the German Protestant Church
on the Political Path of Our Nation

DARMSTADT. 8 AUGUST 1947

I. The word of the world's reconciliation with
God in Christ has been proclaimed to us. We are

to hear, accept, respond to, and follow this word.
We do not hear, accept, respond to, and follow

this word, if we do not allow ourselves to be
absolved totally of our guilt, from the guilt of our
fathers just as from our own. This is also true if

we do not allow ourselves to be summoned by
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, to turn away
from all the false and evil paths, which we as

Germans have wrongly followed in our political

predilictions and actions.

II. We went astray, as we began to dream the

dream of a unique German mission, as if the

world could be saved by Germanness. In so

doing we prepared the way for the unbridled

exercise of political power and placed our nation

on God's throne. Our fate was doomed as we
began to found our nation internally solely on the

basis of a strong government, and externally

solely on the basis of the escalation of military

might. In so doing we, as a nation, denied our

calling and gift of committed service to the shared

responsibilities of all nations.

ID. We went astray, as we began to form a

Christian front instead of committing ourselves to

the necessary renewal of human social order. The
covenant of the Church with old, traditional, and
conservative powers has had its terrible revenge.

We have betrayed the Christian freedom, that

permits and commands us to change those ways
of life, where the necessities of human co-

existence call for such change. We rejected the

right to revolution, but tolerated and approved the

evolution of absolute dictatorship.

IV. We went astray, as we felt compelled to form

a front of good vs. evil, of light vs. darkness, that

falsely created, through the use of political means,

a polarization of the righteous vs. the unrighteous

in political life. In so doing we adulterated the

free gift of God's grace to all and abandoned the

world to its own self-destruction, while we



became hardened by an intractable political, social,

and ideological front.

V. We went astray, as we overlooked the fact that

the economic materialism of Marxist doctrine

could have reminded the Church of the task and

promise of the Christian community concerning

the co-existence of humans in this life. We
omitted to make the cause of the poor and
powerless the cause of Christianity, as we should

have in conformity with the Gospel message of

the coming of God's Kingdom.

VI. Because we realize and confess that we went
astray, we, the community of Jesus Christ, know
that we are liberated to new and deeper service in

the honor of God, and to the eternal and temporal

salvation of humanity. It is not the slogan,

"Christianity and Culture," that is needed among
our people and especially among us as Christians,

but the re-turn to God and to our neighbor in the

power of the death and resurrection of Jesus

Christ.

VII. Today we have witnessed and witness anew:
"Through Jesus Christ we experience joyful

liberation from the godless obligations of this

world and for the free and thankful service

expected of his creatures." We beseech you: do
not allow doubt to become your Lord, for Christ

is the Lord. Bid farewell to every kind of faithless

apathy. Do not permit yourselves to be misled by
dreams of a shining past or by speculations about
an impending war. Rather, in deep sobriety, be
conscious of our liberation and of the

responsibility that every one of us carries in the

restoration of an emended German public life, that

will serve human rights, social welfare, internal

peace, and the reconciliation of the nations.

BARTH SOCIETY BUSINESS MEETING
A business meeting of the Karl Barth Society of North

America will be held at 2 o'clock on Saturday afternoon,

June 16, during the Hans Frei conference.

Book Notes
In coming issues of this newsletter we would like to

feature news about recent andforthcoming books. Please

send us word ifyou have a book being published that

would be of interest to readers of the KBS Newsletter.

Dogmatics and Ethics, The Theological Realism and
Ethics of Karl Barth's Church Dogmatics, by Paul D.

Matheny (Peter Lang, 1990).

Our co-editor has recently published his doctoral thesis

written under the supervision of Dietrich Ritschl at

Heidelberg University. His summary of the argument is as

follows:

"The radical nature of Barth’s ethical thought, whereby
ethics is inseparable from the Gospel, stems from his

revolutionary decision to integrate ethics within church

dogmatics. The truth of revelation has dogmatic and ethical

relevance.

"This study investigates this decision and its profound

impact on Barth's unique conception of the task of

theology. This means a total reworking of a theological

conception of rationality in confrontation with modem
conceptions of rationality.

"On the basis of a thorough exposition of Barth's

theological, realistic, and ethical thought, this study

demonstrates that it is set within a meta-perspective that is

informed by faith and open to revelation. The whole is

understood as a theologically guided correlation of theory

and practice founded in prayer and lived in radical obedience

to God's command."
The author, a minister of the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ), has recently been appointed to the

faculty of Atlantic Christian College in Wilson, North

Carolina.

Questionnaire —
We would appreciate some input from our readers :

What would you like to see in the newsletter? What sort of

information would be of interest to you?

How would you describe your theological interests?

Are you currently doing any research/writing on the

theology of Karl Barth (or related matters)? Please indicate

what you are working on.

Other comments:

Is there someone else you think would be interested in this

newsletter?

Are your name and address correct on the mailing label?

Please make any corrections necessary.

Please mail completed form to: Karl Barth Society

Newsletter, 5061 Blondo, Omaha NE 68104.



Two points from "An Appreciation of Karl Barth" by Langdon Gilkey

In reading recently the centennial volume How Karl Barth Changed My Mind, edited by
Donald McKim (Eerdmans, 1986), I was struck particularly by two things in Langdon Gilkey's

essay which I would like to call to your attention.

One was something Gilkey said about Barth's apprehension of the priority ofGod — a theme
which, Gilkey notes, runs through every sentence Barth writes, and which "creates the genuine
excitement, even ecstasy, we feel when we finally 'get' what it is he is saying." More precisely, it is

Barth's insistence that "the actuality of revelation must always precede and be the basis for any talk

of the 'potentiality' of hearing, speaking, believing, misting, and obeying." Gilkey, quite

unexpectedly I thought, comments: "If there is a God who creates and saves, this is the proper way
to speak obediently and truly of such a God" (pp. 153-54).

The other was the following anecdote: "Last spring (1985) I had intended to teach a seminar

on Whitehead. However, several graduate students requested that I change the seminar to Barth. I

agreed to put it to a vote among the Divinity School's theological candidates. To my surprise, it

came out two to one for Barth" (p.152).

-RWP
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