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PREFACE.

No revclution, since the age of Christ and his apostles, can be com-
pared in magnitude and beneficial results with that of the Reforma-
tion in Europe in the 16th century. By elevating the authority of
the Sacred Scriptures above human authority, and asserting the
right of every man to judge of their conteuts for himself, it released
the human mind from the fetters of Popish implicit faith, and
restored it to the free exercise of its powers. It was thus to the
mind of man like a resurrection from the dead; and from the terrible
shock it gave to the Papacy, wherever established, entirely overthrow-
ing that system in some countries, fogether with its powerful infiuence
in advancing civil liberty, commerce, science, and literature, it forms
the commencement of a new era in the history of Europe. From
recent events in England, particularly from the progress of Qxford
Tractarianism, and the Papal aggressions, the study of this great
revolution has become unew important, that, under a deeper impres-
sion of the blessings we have derived from it, our gratitude may be
quickened, first to the Great Ruler of the church and the world, to
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vi Preface.

whom, as the efficient cause, it is to be attributed, and next to those
distingunished individuals who, under Him, were the instruments in
achieving it.

The new claims which, from these circumstances, the history of
the Reformation has upon our attention, suggested to the author the
composition of the present work. A series of biographical memoirs
of distinguished females in the principal countries of Europe, who
supported or contributed to this great revolution by sympathy,
action, or heroic suffering, when adherence to the principles of the
Reformation exposed them to peril, and even to death, had not
hitherto been written, though the lives of particular individuals had
engaged the pen of the biographer, and such a work seemed to offer
an opportunity of presenting various of the leading facts in the
history of the Reformation in a somewhat new connection, as well as
of introducing notices of the characteristics of the period, and
episodes in real life, altogether omitted, or only slightly touched
upon, in general history, though partaking sometimes even of a
romantic interest.

The amount of materials for such an undertaking varies as to the
different lives. In some it is scanty and fragmentary; in others it
is so voluminous that a single life might easily have been extended
to a volume. In the composition of the lives the materials for
which are most abundant, the author has endeavoured to select the
most interesting portions; and, while compressing his matter within
as narrow limits as possible, to give, at the same time, a degree of
fulness to the narrative. The authorities from which he has derived

his facts will be seen in the course of the biographies.  Whenever
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practicable he has consulted the original sources of information, the
great importance of which must be obvious to all conversant with
historical inquiry.

These memoirs being in a grgat meagure historical, it seemed
necessary to their ‘being the more clearly understood, that the
reader should have placed before him the contemporaneous events
and characters with which the subjects of the memoirs were con-
pected. This information the author has endeavoured to supply,
sometimes in the course of the lives themselves, and, as this was
not always practicable without too great a digression from the
point in hand, at other times in the general introductions prefixed
to the biographies under each country, which embrace, for the most
part, a general view of the history of the Reformation in the respec-
tive countries to which they relate. This, it is hoped, will leave the
reader at no loss as to the general course of the events of the period,
in so far as connected with the ladies brought under review.

Had the author’s limits permitted, he would have included under
the English portion notices of some of the female martyrs who
suffered during the reign of Queen Mary,and under the Netherlands
portion notices of several other females who underwent martyrdom
in that country. Multitudes of the tender sex in these, as well
as in other parts of Europe, thus signalized themselves for God ;
and church martyrology has preserved the memorials of the mar-
tyrdom of various of them, though even the names of by far the
greater number have not been transmitted to posterity, and ave to
be found recorded only in the registers of the Lamb under the

altar. The author’s object has not been to write a martyrology;
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but many illustrations of the intolerant spirit of Popery are adduced
in this work. In answer to these, Romanists and a certain eclass of
professed liberal writers will quote the instances of Protestant into-
lerance of the same period, in proof that Protestants were then no
better in this respect than Romanists—intolerance, as they allege,
being a characteristic of the age, not peculiar to one ecclesiastical
party or religious system. But this is to draw a conclusion for
which the facts of the case, when fully and impartially stated, afford
no warrant. For, first, all the instances of Protestant intolerance,
when put together, dwindle into insignificance when compared with
the dreadful details of the cruelties of the Papacy, and the vast
multitudes whose lives it has sacrificed, amounting, as has been
estimated, since its first rise, to upwards of 50,000,000 of personsz
Secondly, while persecution in no party is to be screened from
merited censure and opprobrium, it is to be remembered that Pro-
testants had come out of a persecuting church, and that the intole-
rance of which they were in some instances guilty, being traceable
to the lessons they had received from Rome, she is fairly respon-
sible for it. And, thirdly, what the reader should specially notice,
intolerance is at variance with one of the fundamental principles of
Protestantism—the principle that every man has a right to judge
for himself in matters of religion; whereas intolerance is in entire
ha.rzﬁony with Romanism, which, in its standard books—the decrees
of its councils, and the bulls of its popes—denies the right of private
judgment, and unequivocally sanctions the principles of persecution ;
so that the persgcutions which it has carried on have not arisen

1 Brace’s Free Thoughts on the Toleration of Popery, p. 127.
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simply from ‘the depraved impulses of man’s nature, from tempo-
rary fitful outbursts of popular fury, or from the violence of certain
atrocious individuals, but from the teachings of the Popish religious
system. The principles of Protestantism,when acted upon, inevitably
lead to toleration; those of Popery, when acted upon, as 1mevitably
lead to persecution.

. The characters whose lives are here narrated, the author presents
to the public rather as the representatives of the great leading
principles of the Reformation against Popery, than as the sup-
porters of any particular denomination of Protestantism, for they
belonged 1o Protestants of different shades of opinions. In the
programme of the ecclesiastical condition of Christendom during
the reign of Antichrist, given in the Apocalypse, the Spirit of God
takes no note of the différences and divisions among the Reformers, de-
scribing only two parties—Antichrist, and those ranked on the Lamb’s
side in opposition to Antichrist—by which he seems to teach us that
earnest, intelligent, and fuithful witnesses against this the great enemy
of Christ, would be found among the various parties of the Reformed
Church, though these parties should not all be reformed to the same
extent. By this principle the author has been guided in selecting
and narrating the lives of theseladies. Ditfering as they necessarily
did in intellectual powers, in opportunities of religious improvement,
in diligent inquiry, and in the circumstances in which they were
placed, they were not equally enlightened in their views of divine
truth, and they held different sentiments on some religious points.
But they were united on many great important truths revealed in
God’s Word, which are denied or corrupted by Popery; and they
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all sympathized with, or promoted, by suﬁ'erfng or action, the great
religious movement of the 16th century. In these respects they
occupy the same position, and are entitled to the grateful remem-
brance of Protestants of every name.

The author has only to add, that he intends to continue these
biographical sketches in another volume, embracing Lives of Ladies
of the Reformation in Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, and
Spain.

EDINBURGH, November 14, 1854,
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INTRODUCTION.

"HE first of the subjects of the biographical sketches
included in this division of our work carries us back
to the times of John Wickliffe. The others lived in
the reigns of Henry VIII., Edward VI., Queen Mary,
and Queen Elizabeth. We shall therefore, in intro-

ducing them to the reader, touch upon the instrumentality of

Wickliffe in the advancement of Divine truth, and then advert to

some of the prominent features of the reigns of these sovereigns,

considered particularly in their relation to the struggles of the

Reformation in England, with the history of which the lives of these

ladies are more or less connected, and a cause which all of them had

embraced or supported from conviction, though not with equal zeal
and intelligence, nor with the same spirit of self-sacrifice.

The Reformation in England in the sixteenth century was not an
outburst for which there had been no previous preparation. Revolu-
tions generally seem to the superficial observer to happen abruptly,
but they are always the effect of causes which, though hidden and
unnoticed, have been previously in operation, preparing the way for
the great catastrophe. These causes, like those in operation in the

physical world, may work slowly and by insensible degrees, and there
A




2 Ladies of the Reformation. [Evcrasn.

may, from our ignorance of the counteracting influences which may
spring up in the course of events, be much uncertainty, even to the
mind which sees their operation, whether they will issue in the catas-
trophe to which they naturally tend. But when the catastrophe does
take place, and when we philosophically trace back and investigate
the causes, it will be found that the remote and general causes have
had such influence, that without them the direct and immediate
causes could not have produced the result. In looking at the imme-
diate causes, there will often appear such a disproportion between
them and the effects produced, as to excite our surprise that so great
events should be brought to pass by so small causes, but when we
examine the subject more minutely, we will discover that the imme-
diate causes have been indebted for their efficacy to a long chain of
preceding causes. It was so in regard to the Reformation in England
as well as in Germany.

To go no farther back than the fourteenth century in tracing the
influences set at work by Providence in preparing the way for the
Reformation which signalized the reign of Henry VIIL, 2 brief
glance at the labours of John Wickliffe, will show that they were
intended by Providence to have something like the same relation to
the Reformation as the seed-time to the harvest. Before he came
into public view, his predecessors in the same cause, Fitzralph,
Bradwardine, and others, had gone to their rest. Into their labours
he entered. The work they had left he took up with increased
energy and success. From the theological chair, when professor of
divinity at Oxford, and from the pulpit, on his becoming rector of
Lutterworth, in Leicestershire, he boldly denounced the arrogant
pretensions of the Pope and the Papal priesthood, attacked the
doctrines of Popery, and proclaimed the pure doctrines of the gos-
pel. He did the same thing by his numerous writings, of which
the most important was his translation of the entire Scriptures,
which he executed from the Vulgate, being ignorant of Hebrew and
Greek. To disseminate the sacred volume in English among the
people, his object in this undertaking, was quite a novel idea, and
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was in itself an important ste}; in the cause of the Reformation.
Many portions of the Bible had been translated into English before
his time, but to translate them for general circulation appears never to
liave been contemplated by the translators, and the translations were
generally buried in the library of some man of wealth, or in some
monastery. It was Wickliffe who first took down the Bible from the
shelf, and shook off the dust with which it had been covered for ages,
that it might become common property. Was it not Heaven’s great
gift to the whole human family? Why then should it be sealed up
in an unknown tongue? Why should it not be translated into
English, that his countrymen might be able to read in their own
language the wonderful works of God? To do this would be doing
something worth living for, something for his generation, and some-
thing for posterity. Such were the thoughts which filled his mind,
and he diligently set himself to the task, which, after the labour
of many years, he completed about 1380. These combined labours
produced great effects. His opinions infected not a few of the paro-
chial clergy, the University of Oxford, many of the aristocracy, and
multitudes of the common people. So numerous were his converts,
even in his own day, that, according to the testimony of a popish
contemporary, “ starting like saplings from the root of a tree, they
were multiplied, and filled every place within the compass of the
land.” After his death his doctrines continued to spread throughout
England, notwithstanding the efforts of the adversaries to suppress
them. His various writings, and especially his translation of the
Scriptures, both the whole of it and copies of particular parts, were
multiplied by transcription, as they had been during his lifetime, the
expenses being defrayed by persons of rank and wealth, and they were
the means of making many converts. A single copy of the Scriptures,
or detached portions, would serve the inquirers of a whole district,
who in times of persecution would assemble in some friendly house
where the manuseript was secreted, and where, drawn from its place
of concealment, it was read by one of their number to the company,
who listened with eager and devout attention, This continued even
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down to the reign of Henry VIII, when the disciples of Wickliffe
were so widely diffused throughout the country, that Sir Thomas
More, mainly, it would appear, upon this ground, predicted the speedy
ascendency of heresy in England.! Thus did the humble rector of
Lutterworth mightily contribute—more perhaps than any other
individual—to prepare the way for the great revolution which shook
and overthrew the Papal system in England in the sixteenth century.
He was the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “ Prepare ye the
way of the Lord.” He was “the morning star of the Reformation.”
Had circumstances been as favourable in England in the fourteenth
century as they were in Germany in the beginning of the sixteenth,
this great man would have achieved for the former country what
Luther did for the latter.

That step by which Henry VIIL. separated England from the Papal
jurisdietion, is, from its important influence on the Reformation in
England, deserving of special attention, though we can only glance
at some of the leading facts connected with it.

In the beginning of the year 1527, if not at an earlier period, Henry
began seriously to contemplate a divorce from his queen, Katharine
of Aragon, the widow of his brother Arthur, on the alleged ground
of seruples of conscience as to the lawfulness of a marriage contracted
with a sister-in-law ; but his real motives, it was generally believed,
were his decayed affection for Katharine, in consequence of her faded
beauty and declining health, and his passionate desire to have a son
to succeed him, a felicity he could not expect without a new marriage,
as he was hopeless of more issue by his present queen. The idea of
the divorce originated with Cardinal Wolsey. This is agreed upon
by all contemporary writers. Katharine uniformly ascribed it to him,
never to her husband, and affirmed, probably with truth, that his
molives were to be revenged on her because she had censured his
profligate life, and on her nephew Charles V., because he had not
raised him to the Pontifical chair. Wolsey himself confessed that

1 See Vaughan’s Life of Wickliffe, passim.
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he was the author of the project to the French ambassador, Bellay,
at a time (October, 1528) when he was not likely to have made the
declaration, had it not been true, for then the subject had become so
embarrassing as to occasion serious regret to all concerned that it had
ever been stirred. The suggestion was made to Henry in the year
1526 ; and to strengthen him against Charles V., by allying him to
Francis I. of France, Wolsey’s plan was that his master should marry
Margaret of Valois, sister of Francis, and at that time widow of the
Duke of Alengon. In March, that year, we find him directing the
attention of Henry to this princess, and he also procured her portrait
for the inspection of the amorous monarch.!

‘When the question was first presented to the attention of Pope
Clement VIL, in 1527, during his imprisonment in the Castle of St.
Angelo by the imperial army, which had taken Rome by storm, rest-
ing his hopes of being restored to freedom upon the sovereigns of
England and France, he professed the most cordial desire to gratify
Henry’s inclinations.?  But after Charles, with the view of engaging
him to thwart Henry in his wished-for divorce, had determined to
restore him to liberty, circumstances being changed, new motives
operated on his mind, and entirely revolutionized his sentiments in
regard to the divorce. Perceiving that the emperor was full of
resentment at Henry’s proposal of degrading Katharine of Aragon,
his aunt, and would on no account consent to the divorce, he dreaded
having any hand in a transaction which might bring upon him anew
the wrath of theemperor, whose unserupulous power he had so recently
experienced.? He besides became afterwards bound to Charles by
the very advantageous treaty into which he entered at Barcelona,

! Turner's History of the Reign of Henry VIII, vol. ii, pp. 139-149.

2 Robertson’s History of Charles V., book v.

3 That such were the feelings of the Pope, appears from the following passage of a
letter from his secretary, Sanga, to Campeggio, dated Viterbo, 2d September, 1528,
when Campeggio was prepering to go to England as the Pope’s legate about the affair
of the divorce, and the triumph just gained by the arms of Charles V., in Italy, over
Francis I. of France, would give additional intensity to these feelings :—* Our lord the
Pope, esteeming himself, s your most reverend lordship knows, most deeply obliged
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in June, 1529, with that sovereign, who, as some atonement for his
ignominious treatment of the Pontiff, granted him highly favourable
terms. Had it not been for the terror of Charles, and for the advan-
tages to be derived by preserving his friendship, the Pope would
certainly have yielded at once all that Henry prayed for ; but thrown
into the perplexing dilemma of breaking either with Charles or Henry,
neither of whose favour he was willing to sacrifice, he hesitated, would
come to no decision on the question of the divorce, and having recourse
to a procrastinating and duping policy, alternately encouraged Henry
by promises, and discouraged him by retracting them, seemed at
times to grant him all when he intended to do nothing, being resolved
to hold the divorce in suspense, convinced that the moment he issued a
sentence agreeable to the one sovereign, the other would become his
irreconcilable enemy.

Irritated at the tergiversation and delays of the Pope, Henry, set-
ting the papal authority at defiance, settled for himself the long agi-
tated question, by marrying Anne Boleyn in the beginning of the year
1533. On the 23d of May, Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, in
a court held at Dunstable, pronounced not a divorce, but a sentence
on the former marriage, to the effect, that having been contracted
contrary to the law of God, which forbids marriage with a deceased
brother’s widow, it was null, and had been so from the beginning, and
on the 28th of the same month he judicially confirmed at Lambeth
Henry’s union with Anne Boleyn.

Indignant at Cranmer for presumptuously encroaching on his pre-
rogative, by pronouncing Katharine’s marriage with Henry to be, and
to have ever been void, his holiness issued a bull annulling Cranmer’s
judgment ; and on the 11th of July, braving the displeasure of the

to that most serene king, there is nothing of such magnitude that he would not wil-
lingly do to gratify him ; but still there is need that his holiness, seeing that the Em-
peror ig victorious, and having reason, therefore, to expect to find him not averse to
peace, should not rashly give the Emperor cause for a new rupture, which would for
ever obliterate all hope of peace; hesides, that his holiness would undouhtedly bring
down ruin and destruction upon his whole estate.”—Ranke’s History of the Popes,
book i., chap. iii.
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monarch, he published a decree, which was affixed on the public places
at Dunkirk, threatening to excommunicate him unless he separated
from Anne Boleyn, and restored all things to their former state before
September following. Henry instantly appealed from the Pope to a
general council lawfully called ;' and Cranmer, foreseeing the storm
which was gathering around his own head, made a similar appeal, by
the king’s advice. Both appeals were transmitted to Edmund Bon-
ner, afterwards Bishop of London, who had been sent as his majesty’s
envoy to the Pope, to co-operate with Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of
‘Winchester, who had previously been despatched to protect his
majesty’s interests. In November Bonner obtained an audience of
the Pope, and on reading Henry’s appeal, his holiness, to use the
words of Bonner, “fell in a marvellous great choler and rage, not only
declaring the same by his gesture and manner, but also by words.
He was continually folding up and unwinding his handkerchief,
which he never doth but when he is tickled to the very heart with
great choler.” He requested that the words might again be read to
him, upon which, “not a little chafing with himself, he asked what I
had more.” Two days after, Bonner returned to the Pontiff, to receive
an answer as to his majesty’s appeal. He had to wait two hours,
during which his holiness was engaged in the very landable and edify-
ing occupation of “blessing beads, and suffering ladies and nobles to
kiss his foot,” and then he received an answer expressed in a tone of
civility, but yet in a manner indicating suppressed resentment. “My
mind towards his highness” said he, “always hath been to minister
justice, and do pleasure unto him, although it hath not been so taken,
I never unjustly grieved his grace that I know, nor intend hereafter
to do; but as there is a constitution of Pope Pius, my predecessor,
that doth condemn all such appeals, I therefore do reject his grace’s
appeal as frivolous, forbidden, and unlawful.”? Bonner had an addi-

1 His appeal is dated 30th July, 1533. It is printed in Rymer's Federa, vol.

xiv., p. 476.
2 Burnet’s History of the Reformation in England, Oxford, 1816, vol. vi,, pp. 54, 58.
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tional ungracious task to perform, that of submitting Cranmer’s ap-
peal! to his holiness. By this appeal, combined perhaps with the
peremptory and arrogant manner which formed a part of Bonner’s
character, his holiness was so exasperated, as to threaten to throw
him into a caldron of melted lead, or to burn him alive. ¢ Bonner,”
says Turner, “ having himself no taste for the agonies of fire, to which
he afterwards doomed so many without pity, was glad to make a
precipitate escape.” ?

In his irritation at the Pope, Henry, even while negotiations for
effecting a reconciliation between them were going on, assembled his
Parliament in January, 1534, and got it to pass various bills destruc-
tive of the papal authority in England. It was, for example, enacted,
that hereafter no appeals should be made to the court of Rome, but
that all causes ecclesiastical should be judged by the prelates within
the realm ; that first-fruits, annates or St. Peter’s pence, should be no
longer paid to the See of Rome ; nor palls, bulls, nor dispensations of
any kind procured from thence ; that monasteries should be subjected
to the visitation and government of the king alone; that it was no
heresy to call in question the Pope’s authority; that Campeggio,
Bishop of Salisbury, and Ghinucci, Bishop of Worcester, two Italians,
should be deprived of their bishopries, as being foreigners and non-
resident. In the same Parliament the marriage of the king with
Katharine of Aragon was declared to be void, Cranmer’s sentence
annulling it ratified, the marriage of the king with Anne Boleyn econ-
firmed, the succession to the crown settled on the issue of this marriage,
and an oath in favour of this succession was to be enforced under the
penalty of imprisonment during the king’s pleasure, and the forfeiture
of goods. Onthe 30th of March the Parliament adjourned to the 3d

1 It is dated 22d November, and is printed in Burnet’s Reform, vol. vi,, p. 61.
2 Turner’s Reign of Henry VIIL, vol. ii., pp. 340-345. At this time, however, as
Fuller quaintly observes,  Bonner was not Bonner, being as yet meek and merciful. ,
. ... Bonner began to Bonner it—to display the colours of his cruelty—in 1540,
after being made Bishop of London.”—Worthies of England, vol. ii., p. 463; and his
History, vol. ii., p. 99.
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of November, and, what was ominous of the times, during the whole
session a bishop had preached at St. Paul’s cross in condemnation
of the Pope’s authority in England.!

The variance between Henry and the Pope was, however, not yet
desperate. Some prospect of a speedy amicable adjustment still pre-
sented itself. By the interposition of Francis I.,in an interview with
the Pope at Marseilles, in October 1533, his holiness promised to
pronounce the desired sentence of divorce, if Henry sent a proxy to
Rome, and submitted his cause to the Roman See. Cardinal John
de Bellay, Bishop of Paris, being immediately despatched by Francis
to London with the communication, succeeded in obtaining from
Henry a promise of submission, provided the cardinals of the em-
peror’s faction were excluded from the Roman consistory. Bellay
hurried to Rome to lay Henry’s terms before the Pope, who expressed
his readiness to accept them, but required that they should be drawn
out in writing and subscribed by Henry, and fixed a certain day for
the return of the messenger with the signed agreement. Thus a
peaceful conclusion to this long and serious difference seemed to be
at hand. But mark how great revolutions often turn on some slender
circumstance! The messenger having been detained, did not arrive
with the document at the appointed day; and certain reports had in
the meantime reached the Vatican, “that a libel had been published in
England against the court of Rome, and a farce acted before the king
in derision of the Pope and cardinals.” This roused the fury of these
ecclesiastical dignitaries, and yet the Pope from timidity was reluctant
to proceed to extremity, but yielding to his cardinals, he pronounced
in conclave, March 23, 1534, twenty-two cardinals being present, a
final sentence, that Henry’s marriage with Katharine of Aragon
was valid and canonical; that he was bound to eohabit with her as
his wife ; that he should be compelled to do so; that all molestations
against this marriage were unlawful ; and that he should be for ever

1 Lord Herbert’s I/i/‘e‘qf Henry VIIL., London, 1649, fol., pp. 871, 872.
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silent on the subject.! This sentence, in the circumstances so rashly
pronounced, irrevocably sealed the doom of the papacy in England.
Two days after, the messenger arrived with Henry’s promise of sub-
mission, and the Pope now bitterly repented the precipitate step
into which he had been hurried, and sat up all night perplexing his
brains in the attempt to devise a remedy. Common sense might
have suggested the recalling of the sentence; but he could not do
this without in the very act knocking his arrogated infallibility on
the head. He survived his fatuous decision only about six months,
having died on the 25th September, 1534 ; but before his death he
had the mortification to see his ecclesiastical domination at an end
in England? The effect of his sentence, on the tidings reaching Lon-
don, was most exasperating. Books immediately issued from the
press, to prove that the ecclesiastical supremacy claimed by the
Pope is a usurpation. Even the monarch himself girded on the har-
ness, and entered the field as a polemic® And when Parliament
wet in November, the decisive blow was struck, by abolishing the
papal supremacy in England, and enacting that the king “shall be
taken, accepted, and reputed the only and supreme head on earth of
the church” within his own dominions.* Thus was the chain broken
which bound England to the foot of the papal throne.* In the same
Parliament it was enacted, that after the 1st of February, 1535, it
would be treason for any person to call the king an heretic, schis-
matie, tyrant, infidel, or usurper.

It is interesting and instructive to mark the agency of a gracious

1 On the 8th of January the Pope had been vehemently urged by Charles to pro-
nounce this sentence, but hesitated, and delayed till this meeting.

2 Turner’s Reign of Henry VIIL, vol. ii., pp. 347, 348.

3 Strype’s Memorials Ecclesiastical, Oxford, 1822, vol. i., part i., p. 230.

4 Hall’s Chronicle, p. 816.—Lord Herbert'a Henry VIIL, p. 380.

5 Yet about the same time, at the instigation of the clergy, Henry issued a procla-
mation against the importation and reading of the New Testament and other books in
English. These books had been for the most part printed abroad, and being imported
by stealth into England, had been dispersed by the secret promoters of the Reformas«
tion—Strype’s Mem. Eccl., vol. i., part i, p. 247.
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Providence in overruling the wayward passions and actings of men
for striking off from England the fetters of papal despotism, and for
bringing about a revolution so beneficial to her, whether religionsly,
politically, or socially considered. 'With this great revolution,
reason, conscience, religion, wise and liberal views, had nothing to
do. It was not the effect of the teaching and labours of ecclesiastical
reformers, or of the power of truth and patriotism on the mind of the
English monarch, though he has been eulogized as a “godly and
learned king,” as “a Moses who delivered his people from the bond-
age of Pharaoh”’ It proceeded solely from the violence of his proud,
ungovernable temper, which would brook no restraint, driving him to
this course, because obstructed in the gratification of his amatory
passions by the Pope. It was what none of the actors on the stage
at first contemplated or desived. “Assuredly,” as has been well ob-
served, “had the tiara deigned to nod to the regal solicitor, then had
the ‘Defender of the Faith’ only given to the world another edition
of his book against Luther.”! Even for several years after the Pope
refused to grant him a divorce, Henry never seriously thought of
shaking England loose from the papal jurisdiction; for he had no
desire of effecting a reformation, and no desire to encourage a spirit
of religious innovation. It was not till the Pope refused or shifted
his demands for a divoree, denounced his marriage with Anne Boleyn
as null, and threatened to excommunicate him unless he separated
from her, that Henry was driven, after a marvellous exercise of
patience, considering the impetuosity of his disposition, into the bold
measure of abolishing the papal supremacy in England. Wolsey,
who injected into Henry’s mind doubts as to the lawfulness of his
marriage with Katharine, and first suggested the idea of the divorce
from hatred to her, and to her nephew Charles V., dreamed of no
such catastrophe, else doubtless so zealous a supporter of the Roman
See, to which he was not yet without hopes of being elevated, would
never have made the suggestion. Gardiner and Bonner, who were

1 D’Israeli’s Amenities of Literature, vol. ii., p. 138.
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employed as Henry’s ambassadors in negotiating with the Pope,
desired nothing less than the deposition of his holiness from his
supremacy over England. Yet, contrary to the intentions and wishes
of all the actors, such was the issue under the overruling providence
of Him who maketh the wrath of man to praise him.

The reasons of the Pope’s refusal to accede to Henry’s wishes are
also deserving of notice, as other links in the chain of causes which
Providence mercifully madeuse of in accomplishing this revolution in
England. Divorces had frequently been granted by papal authority
upon grounds less specious than those produced by Henry ; and had
the holy father granted the divorce sued for, he would have pre-
served his power and jurisdiction over England unimpaired, and Eng-
land at this day would in all probabilityhave still been in connection
with the Roman See. But the dread of incurring the resentment of
Charles V. prevented him, and led him to adopt a policy of consum-
mate duplicity towards Henry, whom he cheated at every step, the
result of which was, that the Pope was found to be the only loser in
the game he had been playing. He was minus England, and bitterly
did he lament, as his successors have ever since done, the loss of this
rich jewel in the papal tiara.

Thus Wolsey, Henry VIII, Clement VIL, and Charles V., each
governed by different motives, but none of these motives higher than
human passions and worldly interests, were all instruments, unwil-
ling instruments, in the hand of Providence, in emancipating England
from papal despotism.

Having thrown off the papal authority, and assumed to himself the
supreme jurisdiction over the English church, Henry ruthlessly per-
secuted such, both ecclesiastics and laymen, as refused to acknowledge
his new title as head of the church. Fisher, Bishop of Rochester,
and Sir Thomas More, both strenuous maintainers of the papal
supremacy, perished on the block for refusing to acknowledge the
ecclesiastical supremacy of Henry, When the oath of succession was
tendered to them, they expressed their willingness to swear to the
act itself, but not to the preamble, which asserts Henry’s new claim.
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The news of the execution of Fisher and More cansed indescribable
horror and indignation at the Vatican: and on the 30th of August,
1535, Paul II1,, who had succeeded Clement VII, issued a furious
bull of excommunication against the English monarch. The bull
decreed that Henry should be deprived of all his dominions, and that
he and his abettors had incurred the highest penalties, and should
be deprived of Christian burial. It laid all places where he or his
partizans should come under an interdict, and prohibited the perfor-
mance of any divine service or ceremonies in any church, monastery,
or place under his subjection. It pronounced his offspring by Anne
Boleyn, and the children of all his supporters, born, or to be born, in-
famous, and deprived them of all possessions, liberties, and privileges,
honours, offices, or property. It absolved his subjects from their
allegiance. It forbade all trading and intercourse with him, or with
the cities and districts that acknowledged his authority, and dis-
solved all contracts with them. It enjoined all ecclesiastics to leave
his kingdom, and commanded the nobility of England to rise up in
arms against him. It disannulled all treaties with him, and called
upon the sovereigns and princes of Europe to make war against him
and his supporters. And it ordered the prelates to excommunicate him
in their churches. The bull was posted up in Flanders, France, and
Scotland.! Though suspended in its operation for the present, it ren-
dered if possible a reconciliation between Henry and the Vatican still
more hopeless. Papal bulls were not now the same terrible things they
had been a century or half-a-century before ; and the attempt of his
holiness, three years after, to give effect to this bull, by sending Cardi-
nal Pole from Rome to foment commotions in England, entirely failed.

Henry’s abolition of the papal supremacy within his dominions
was the first great act in his reign, by which he rendered most im-
portant service to the cause of the Reformation in England. A second
was by his suppressing the monasteries, and seizing upon their pro-

1 Strype’s Mem Ecel., vol. i, part i, pp. 511, 512.—Turner’s Reign of Henry VIII.,
vol. ii., p. 464. :
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perty—their movables and territorial possessions—which he partly
appropriated to himself, and partly distributed among his courtiers.
This gave a terrible blow to the ancient superstition, on the one
hand by the overthrow of institutions which contributed so much to
uphold it, and on the other by binding a very powerful class to the
new order of things by the ties of self-interest. The t%ird was by his
sanctioning the printing and circulation of the Seriptures in the
vulgar tongue, which prepared the middle classes, who alone at that
time could generally read, for the reception of the reformed doctrines,
by enabling them to see that these doctrines were agreeable to the
Seriptures, while the errors of Popery were contrary to them.

A contemporary, writing in the year 1542, gives a very gratifying
account of the great change to the better which had taken place in
England within the course of a few years, and though it would
be incorrect to say that this change was entirely owing to these
acts of Henry, yet each of them, and particularly the last, had an
important agency in producing it. “I think” says Thomas Becon,
“there is no realm throughout Christendom that hath so many
urgent and necessary causes to give thanks to God as we Eng-
lishmen have at this present. What ignorance and blindness was
in this realm concerning the true and Christian knowledge! How
many [meaning how few] savoured Christ aright? . . . . How many
believed Christ to be the alone Saviour? .. .. How many felt the
efficacy and power of the true and Christian faith? But now Christ’s
death is believed to be a sufficient sacrifice for them that are sanctified.
The most sacred Bible is freely permitted to be read of every man in
the English tongue. Many savour Christ aright, and daily the
number increaseth ; thanks be to God! Christ is believed to be the
alone Saviour. Christ is believed to be our sufficient Mediater and
Advocate. The true and Christian faith, which worketh by charity,

and is plenteous in good works, is now received to justify”

1 Right Pathway unto Prayer, published by Becon under the fictitious name of Theo-
dore Basille, and reprinted by the Parker Society in his works.
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But nothing was farther from Henry’s intention than to promote
ecclesiastical reformation. As his first great step proceeded from the
ungovernableness of his temper, the other two were taken from prin-
ciples not more reputable—to gratify an all-grasping rapacity, to
strengthen his authority for maintaining the position he had taken

" up, or from mere wayward impulse. By the plunder of the monas-
teries he supplied himself with money; and by dividing a large pro-
portion of it among the nobility and gentry, he secured, by the bonds
of gratitude and self-interest, their loyalty, thus fortifying himself
against the popish continental states which might be disposed to make
war against him for throwing off his allegiance to the Pope. And his
having sanctioned the dissemination of the Scriptures in the mother
tongue, was very much owing to caprice, or to the influence acquired
over his mind by Cranmer, who had greatly assisted him in obtain-
ing his divorce from Katharine of Aragon. He besides granted this
as a boon, which, as flowing from his royal prerogative, he might
‘revoke whenever he pleased. He afterwards restricted the reading
of the Scriptures in English to a few persons, and to particular occa-
sions, enjoining that “no women, except noblewomen and gentle-
women, no artificers, apprentices, journeymen, serving-men, husband-
men, or labourers, were to read them to themselves or to any other,
privately or openly, on pain of one month’s imprisonment”! And
shortly before his death, he absolutely prohibited the possession of
Tyndale’s or Coverdale’s version of the New Testament to all classes
of persons.? Having, in consequence of his breach with the Pope, be-
come the head of a party opposed to the papal jurisdiction, he was led
by the influence of some of that party who were in his confidence, and
who contemplated a much farther departure from Rome than he ever
did, to contribute in various ways to the advancement of the Reforma-
tion. But he wasno Reformer, in the proper sense of the term. To speak
of him as such, is altogether to mistake his real character. He was
simply a schismatic, a separatist. 'While he denounced the papal

1 Act of Parl. in 1543. 2 See Life of Duchess of Suffolk.
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supremacy, and transferred it to himself, he still continued a Romanist
in heart,! and maintained the popish articles of faith as ferociously
as he had assailed the supremacy of the Pope. He was not less in-
tolerant towards Protestants for denying the popish doctrines,
especially the doctrine of transubstantiation, than towards Roman
Catholics for maintaining, in opposition to his new claims, that the
Pope was head of the universal church. Both were equally perse-
cuted ; they were confined in the same cells, and drawn upon the
same hurdle to Smithfield. The former were burned as heretics, and
the latter banged as traitors. Pointing to Bilney, Bayfield, and
others, whom Henry cast into prison, and committed to the flames,
D’Aubigné justly exclaims, “ He was not ¢ the father of the Reforma-
tion in England,’ as some have so falsely asserted ; he was its execu-
tioner.” Yet it is never to be forgotten that various of this monarch’s
political measures had a powerful influence in promoting the Reforma-
tion. Thisisto be remembered, not as putting any honour upon him,
but to the praise of the Governor among the nations, who, in his infinite
wisdom and mercy, renders, by his controlling agency, the passions
of men subservient to the accomplishment of his own great purposes.
During the reign of Edward VI, “the English Josiah,” as the
Reformers both in this country and on the continent delighted to
call him, the Reformation was vigorously prosecuted wunder the
direction of Archbishop Cranmer, aided with the advice of distin-

1 Luther correctly formed this estimate of the ecclesiastical character of Henry, of
whose opposition to the Pope he speaks with the utmost contempt, though Henry gave
a deadlier blow to the papacy than the great German reformer is willing to allow.
« Henry VIIL, king of England,” says he, “is now also an enemy to the Pope’s person,
but not to his essence and substance; he would only kill the body of the Pope, but
suffer his sou), that is, his false doctrine, to live. The Pope can well endure such an
cnemy ; he hopes, within the space of twenty yesrs, to recover his rule and government
again. But I fall upon the Pope’s soul, his doctrine, with God’s word, not regsrding
his body, that is, his wicked person and life. I not only pluck out his feathers, as the
King of England and Prince George of Saxony do, but I set the knife to his throst,
and cut his windpipe asunder. 'We put the goose on the spit; did we hut pluck her,
the feathers would soon grow again. Therefore is Satan so bitter an enemy unto us,
because we cut the Pope’s throat, as does also the King of Denmark, who sims at the
essence of Popery.”—Luther’s Table Talk, p. 205.
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guished foreign Protestants; and had the life of this youthful sovereign,
who was only in the tenth year of his age at his accession, been spared,
and the same ecclesiastical policy been persevered in, the reformed
chureh, as established in England, would have approximated nearer
than it now does to the reformed Church of Scotland, in its worship,
discipline, and government, even as its articles of faith harmonize
with the confession of that church. But his death, which took place
on the 6th of July, 1553, when he was aged only fifteen years, eight
montbs, and twenty days, after he had reigned not quite six years
and a half, arrested the work of reformation, and was followed by
the overthrow of that work, accompanied by a sanguinary persecution.

After a brief struggle, caused by the usurpation of Lady Jane Grey,
his sister Mary, eldest daughter of Henry VIII by Katharine of
Aragon, ascended the throne.

Mary was undoubtedly a sincere believer in the Roman Catholic
religion, in which she had been strictly educated by her mother; and
the validity of her mother’s marriage, and consequently her own
legitimacy and right of succession to the English throne, being bound
up with the Church of Rome, personal interests as well as filial piety,
combined with inward conviction to attach her strongly to that
church. That revolution in England which threw off the papalyoke,
having also, by pronouncing and dissolving as illegal the marriage
between her father and mother, labelled and pilloried her mother as
her father’s mistress, and herself as a bastard in the eyes of all Europe,
the Reformation was contemplated by her as responsible for this
affront—this stigma, this outrageous wrong, as she believed it to be—
though the great body of the Reformers had nothing to do in the
matter. The Pope, on the other hand, having stood forth as the de-
fender of the lawfulness of her mother’s marriage and of her own
legitimacy, the papacy became endeared to her by the ties of grati-
tude, as it was venerated by her from blinded superstition. Thus
her eager zeal as a Romanist, uniting with the rancorous hatred pro-
duced in a mind naturally sullen by a sense of wrong, made her the

stern implacable enemy of the Reformation. 4
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Upon the death of her brother, she was enthusiastically supported
by the great body of the people, as being the rightful heir to the
crown, in opposition to a. noble lady of high character and accomplish-
ments, and none were more zealous in her cause than the Protestants,
who expected, as she promised them, to enjoy toleration in the pro-
fession of their faith; a promise which, in the true spirit of Popery,
she perfidiously belied. No sooner was she securely seated on the
throne, than she gave distinct indications of the persecuting policy she
had purposed to adopt. Her appointment of Stephen Gardiner,
Bishop of Winchester, to be chancellor and her chief adviser, and
her restoration of Edmund Bonner to the bishopric of London, two
of the most virulent persecutors of the reformers during the reign
of her father, were signs of ominous import, and awakened painful
apprehensions in the minds of many of the reformers. Their worst
forebodings were too truly realized. She proceeded to repeal all
the acts of her brother’s reign in favour of the reformed religion, to
re-establish Popery, to enact persecuting laws against heresy, to
restore the Pope to that supremacy of which her father had deprived
him; and during the last years of her reign a horrible scene, which
must render her memory inglorious and hateful to all coming ages,
opened, delighting the Roman Catholic priesthood, but inspiring
the great mass of the people with terror—a scene of barbarous per-
secution against the Protestants, which, though shorter than many
pewsecutions which have raged, has hardly been surpassed in ferocity
since the bloody reign of Dioclesian. Burning was the common
mode of putting heretics to death; and, according to one account, there
were consumed in the flames five bishops, twenty-one divines, eight
gentlemen, eighty-four artificers, one hundred husbandmen, servants,
and labourers, twenty-six wives, twenty widows, nine virgins, two
boys, and two infants, one of which springing from its mother’s womb
as she was burning at the stake, was immediately snatched up, and
inhumanly flung into the fire.! Besides these many perished in

! Speed’s History, p. 852.—This account makes the number committed to the flames
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prisons, by starvation, impurity of the atmosphere, and barbarous
treatment, while hundreds fled the kingdom, to seek safety on foreign
shores. The sanguinary character of this terrible reign is fully
detailed in the pages of Foxe, whom, like many others, Mary forced
into exile, and thus gave him leisure for writing his Martyrology—
for telling posterity the tale of her cruelties; and harrowing as is
the record, it is well that it is preserved to keep fresh in the memory
of England the deeds of atrocity which give an infernal character to
this reign, and exhibit a type of the true spirit of Romanism in all
ages, whenever it has had the power. Little to be envied is the man
who can read the history of the cold-blooded murders then perpe-
trated in England, without feeling his soul swell with indignation,
and the thought simultaneously rising up in his mind, Woe to
Britain when popish bigotry shall wield its destinies !

During somewhat more than a year and a half after Mary’s acces-
sion to the throne, no Protestant blood was shed, though many Pro-
testants were imprisoned. This comparative lenity was not, however,
owing to her. Had her fervent wishes, which were the extermination
of heretics, been gratified, she would, immediately on her accession,
have enacted the terrible scenes of persecution which darkened the
close of her reign. What prevented her from doing so was not her
humanity, nor even present expediency, but the restraints imposed

under this persecution 277, Different writers vary slightly as to the uumber, some
raising it to 300. These various relations, “sufficiently different to assure us that the
relators were independent witnesses, who did not borrow from each other; are yet
sufficiently near to attest the general accuracy of their atatements.”—Sir James Mackin-
tosh. According to Lord Burleigh, an authority of great weight on this point, who
gives the number in each county and under each year, with the places of execution,
the number burnt in 1555, beginning in February, was seventy-oue, in 1536 eighty-nine,
in 1557 eighty-eight, and from February, 1558 to September, forty; amounting in all
to 288, und giving an average of aeventy-two for each year.—Strype’s Mem. Eccl., vcl.
iii,, part ii., pp. 354-556. From this table it appears that the persecution proceeded
at about an equal pace during the whole of that period. Towards the close, when it
was conducted under Cardinal Pole, who has ao often been commended, but unde-
servedly, for his moderation, there was no relaxation, and no symptoms of relaxation,
Had Mary’a life been prolonged, the persecution, there is every reason to belleve, would
have been carried on with the same unmitigated rigour.
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upon her by her privy council, a strong party of which, on various
grounds, particularly from hostility to Gardiner, the chancellor,
opposed themselves to blood-thirsty measures. This is evident
from the letters of Simon Renard, Charles the Fifth’s ambassador
at the English court, to his master ; and it is to be observed, as giv-
ing the stronger weight to his testimony, that all his leanings were
in favour of the Queen. From one of these letters, dated 28th April,
1554, we learn that Mary’s cruelty required to be held in check, even
by this callous Spaniard, who, in recommending moderation, acted
from no higher motive than state policy. “Sire,—The Queen has
more maturely weighed what I represented to her within these few
days, (as contained in my last letters to your majesty), the troubles,
namely, which might arise from the divisions in the council, of what
great consequence it was to bring the Parliament to a close, and 7o
proceed gently in the reformation of religion, to avoid giving the people
any ground for a new rebellion, and to provide a strong force for the
safe passage and entry of his highness into the kingdom.”” In another
letter, dated 1st May, 1554, he writes: “The Queen holds Paget in
great suspicion for two reasons, which she gave me. The first, that
when it was proposed in the Parliament to make it high treason for
any one to take arms against his highness, Paget spoke more violéntly
against it than any one;-although, before this, to the Queen herself
he had declared it quite right: the other, that when a bill was brought
in for the punishment of heretics, he used all his influence with the
lords to oppose it, and to give no room for punishment of death.’* In
a subsequent letter he says: “This morning tke Queen sent me word by
Basset, that the Parliament finished yesterday, much to the content-
ment of the estates, the reputation of her majesty, and the satisfaction
of all, that the ancient penalties against heretics were assented to by all the
peers”® Again, in a letter dated 13th May, 1554, he writes: ‘* Sire,—
Paget, stung with remorse, has lately presented himself to the Queen

1 Tytler's Reigns of Edward VI, and Mary, vol. ii., p. 378.
2 1bid, vol. ii., p. 335. 3 Ibid, vol. ii., p. 388.
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after her mass, and asked ker mercy for his intrigues in the late Parlia-
ment against the act for the punishment of heretics, and the statute
which made it capital to take arms against his highness; . . . . pro-
testing that for the future he would serve her majesty with faith and

loyalty. After some remonstrances, the Queen pardoned him, re-

commending him to behave better in time to come.”!

Some Protestant writers have affirmed that, abstracted from her
erroneous notions as to the power of sovereigns and of laws over

1 Ibid, vol. ii., p. 392, Miss Strickland, the accomplished biographer of the Queens
of England, attempts to whitewash Mary of the guilt of the Protestant blood shed
during her reign, by throwing the blame upon her ministers. Speaking of her during
her severe illness at the close of her life, she says: “ So much ridicule has been cast on
the mistake made in the Queen’s situation [the mistake of her disease for pregnancy]
that no person has asked the obvious question, Who governed England during the
time which embraced the commencement of the Protestant persecntion and her violent
illness?” She again asks, “ Who can believe that a woman in this state of mortal
suffering was capable of governing a kingdom, or that she was accountable for anything
done in it?”—Vol. v., p. 405. In answer to this it is to be observed, 1st, that Mary
distinctly knew of these barbarities. “That they were transacted by her bishops with-
out her knowledge,” says Ballard, “will seem very strange to any one who duly con-
siders the vicinity of St. James’s to the place where very many of them were put in
execution. It seems impossible that Smithfield should be kept in flames for so long a
period, and Queen Mary know little or nothing of it.”—Learned Ladies, p.134. That
she knew all about it appears from many passages in the despatches of Noailles, the
French ambassador at the English court. 2dly, These harbarities were committed by
her orders, or with her approbation. This also is manifest from the despatches of the
same ambassador. Gardiner was her prime minister during the first stages of the
persecution, and Cardinal Pole during the last three years of it. With these ministers
she was in constant communication during their respective periods of power, and they
enjoyed her entire confidence, because they fulfilled her wishes more perfectly than she
believed any others would have done. Had she been averse to the shedding of blood,
Pole, who aimed chiefly at pleasing her, would perhaps have acted with less severity.
3dly, The enacting of these cruelties was just the carrying ont of the policy which, as
the above extracts from Renard’s correapondence abundantly show, she contemplated
at the commencement of her reign. Let it further be observed, that in the directions
which she gave in writing to her council, with respect to the reformation of the church,
just before the persecution commenced, she expressly says : “ Touching the punishment
of heretics, we thinketh it ought to be done without rashness, nof leaving in the mean-
while to do justice to such as by learuing would seem to deceive the simple. Espe-
cially in London, I would wish none fo be burnt without some of the council’s presence,
and both there and everywhere good sermons at the same time.”—Collier’s Eccl. Hist.,
vol. ii., p. 372.—Burnet, vol. iv., p. 402.
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religious opinions, which made her a persecutor from principle, she
was of a compassionate and humane disposition.! This estimate of
her character is unhappily not borne out by facts, which prove her to
have been morose, gloomy, vindictive, unrelenting. It may suffice
to advert only to her cruel punishment of such ashad been concerned
in Wyatt’s rebellion, caused by the unpopularity of her projected
marriage with Philip of Spain. Thisrebellion not being Protestant,
it could not be a misguided conscience, but the ruthlessness of her
temper which impelled her to severity. So inexorable was she, that
her councillors, as we learn from Renard’s correspondence with
Charles V., had some difficulty in prevailing with her to put a stop to
these cruelties. Writing to Charles, 22d March, 1553-4, on this subject,
Renard says: “On Sunday last the councillors (moved by the pre-
meditated intrigues of the heretics) came to a resolution that, as it
was a day of devotion, the Queen should be entreated to exercise
clemency, and not to shed the noble blood of England; that already
the justice inflicted on the rebels amounted to cruelty; that the
people ought to be forgiven; and that she ought not to follow the
opinion of bloody men, meaning the chancellor [Gardiner]. On the
instant they determined to set off to find her majesty, and remonstrate
on this subject ; and they employed Paget, who is banded with them
(as much I believe from hatred to the chancellor as for his religious
opinions, which are suspected to be heretical), to carry the request to
the Queen. From this neither Petre nor the comptroller [Sir Robert
Rochester] dared to dissent. They found the Queen in her oratory
after vespers; and not only took her by surprise, having given her
no warning, but talked in such a way that, against her wiskes and
good-will, she pardoned six gentlemen, who had been sent to Kent
for execution, and who had sided with Wyatt in his rebellion. The
worst is that Paget told the Queen that they had already squandered

1 « Princeps apud omues ob mores sanctissimos, pietatem in pauperes, liberalitatem
innobiles, atque ecclesiasticos nunquam satis laudata.”—Camden in Apparat., p. 23.
* Mulier sane pia, clemens, moribusque catissimis, et utquequaque laudanda, si religionis

errorem non spectes.”—Godwin, p. 123.
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the blood of the house of Suffolk, that he might work on ker fears,
and tnduce her to be merciful to the brothers of the duke, who had
been condemned.”! In another letter to the Emperor, written 22d
April, 1554, speaking of the trial of the celebrated Sir Nicholas Throck-
morton, he says: “It is six days since the trial of a rebel named
Throckmorton. He was acquitted by twelve jurymen, who had been
chosen and empannelled, and who were all heretics; there being no
doubt that in spite of the verdict he deserved to be condemned. And
when they carried him back to the Tower, after his acquittal, the
people with great joy raised shouts, and threw their caps in the
air; which has so displeased the Queen, that she has been il for three
days, and has not yet got quite the better of it.”?

The measures had recourse to by Mary in order to exterminate the
reformers produced the very contrary result. The blameless and holy
lives of the Protestant martyrs, their pious fortitude and forgiving
spirit displayed in death, awakened public sympathy, excited to in-
quiry, and made new converts to the cause which it was intended to
crush. Even had her life been prolonged, it may be doubted whether
she would havesucceeded ineffecting the consummation sheso devoutly
wished. It was only after a persecution persevered in with unmiti-
gated violence for several generations, that the government of the
neighbouring kingdom of France succeeded in well nigh extinguish-
ing the Reformation in that interesting country, and it would probably
have been as difficult to extinguish the Reformation in England, in
which its principles had been not less widely disseminated, and had
fixed their roots not less deeply. But from her obstinacy, bigotry,
and fanaticism, had her life been prolonged, additional years of misery
must have rolled over England, to which a termination could only be
hoped for at her death, unless perchance the natural indignation
against lier tyranny had become so general and overwhelming as to
create a revolution.

1 Tytler’s Reigns of Edward VI, and Mary, vol. ii., p. 343.
2 Ibid, vol. ii., p. 373.
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Mary’s closing days, as the native fruit of her severe temper and
misgovernment, were very unhappy. The neglect of her husband,
whom she adored; the knowledge that by her cruelties she had become
odious to her subjects, and that the Princess Elizabeth, the heir ap-
parent to the throne, who was looked to as the destined restorer of the
Protestant religion, was the favourite of the nation; her distrust of all
her privy councillors, with the exception of Cardinal Pole, suspecting
many of them of courting the friendship of Elizabeth; the dissatisfac-
tion caused by her having forced the nation into a fruitless and expen-
sive war with France in support of Spain; the capture of Calais by
the French, a fortress of great importance, from the easy access it
afforded into the kingdom of France; an exhausted and burdened
treasury; these were fruitful sources of painful reflections, which
preyed upon her mind and soured her temper, adding mental agony
to bodily sufferings.! She died of a violent fever, at St. James’s
Palace, on the 17th of November, 1558, in the forty-third year of her
age, having reigned only five years, four months, and eleven days,
reckoning her accession to the throne from the death of Edward VL,
6th July, 1553. Of the reigns of all the sovereigns who have swayed
the English sceptre, hers was the bloodiest ; and of all of them since
the Conquest, hers was the shortest, with the exception of that of
the tyrant Richard ITI. She was buried on the north side of King
Henry the Seventh's chapel, in St. Peter’s church at Westminister.
No monument was erected to her memory.?

I Noailles, in a despatch dated 22d May, 1556, says: “She knows herself to be
neglected, and she finds little certainty in the promises of her husband.” In another,
dated 31st October, 1556, he says, “ Most of her council are suspected. A large part
is thought to be inclined to have some secret intelligence with Elizabeth. She has
told Pole that there is now no one in her council in whom she has perfect confidence
but himself.”—Quoted in Turner's Modern History of England, vol. iii., pp. 490, 491-
Caricature prints were circulated, representing a withered, wrinkled queen, with
Spaniards at her breasts, to intimate that they had reduced her to skin and bone, with
legends noting the rings, jewels, and money she had privately given to Philip. At
this she was greatly incensed, and ascribed it to some of her own council, who only
could have known of these secret presents.—Carte’s History of England, vol. iii,, p. 331.

2 Memoirs of Queen Mary's Days, printed in 1681, and reprinted in the Harleian
Miscellany, vol. i., pp. 209, 210.
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Whatever opinion may be formed of the religious and ecelesiastical
character of Elizabeth, who succeeded to the English throne upon
the death of her sister Mary, and however blameable she was in her
treatment of the Puritans, her accession was a merciful providence to
the Reformation in England and throughout Europe. In England,
it put an end to a sanguinary persecution, and rescued the kingdom
once more from the papal jurisdiction, under which, notwithstanding
the most strenuous efforts of the papacy, it has never since been
brought. Had the abominable policy of Mary and her rulers securely
established itself, pure Christianity and liberty of thought would have
been strangled in our country; and, bound hand and foot, it would
have been hopelessly surrendered to a two-fold tyranny, that of the
priest and that of the civil ruler, which would have sunk it to the
same despicable condition to which Spain and Portugal have sunk
among the nations of the world. But that policy was defeated when
Elizabeth succeeded to the throne, and established Protestantism as
the religion of the nation. Then England recommenced that career
of improvement which had been arrested by Mary, and which has
rendered her the freest, the most Christian, the most enlightened,
the wealthiest, and the most powerful kingdom on the face of the
earth—the stronghold of liberty and of Christianity—the patron of
science, art, and literature—unequalled for industry and commercial
enterprise ; and, by the rapid multiplication of her race, planting in
the most distant regions of the globe her colonies, which, carrying
with them her faith, her liberty, and her literature, lay the founda-
tions of mighty empires. The United States of America, in their
pure Christianity, their freedom, their intelligence, their prosperity,
their greatness, are the fruit of the Reformation on the soil of Britain,
and exhibit to the world the power of its principles, in other words,
the power of the religion of Jesus Christ, as unfolded in the New
Testament, to make a nation great and its people happy.

Elizabeth’s accession to the throne was also a merciful providence
to the Reformation throughout Europe. She was regarded by the
Reformers of other countries as their protectress, and in the critical
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circumstances in which they were then placed, she seemed as if speci-
ally raised up by Providence for their support. She did not indeed
afford them in their emergencies all the aid which she might and
ought to have yielded ; but what she did yield was yet of essential
service. The Reformers in Scotland, in their struggles with the
Queen Regent, Mary of Guise, backed by the power of France—the
Reformers in the Netherlands, in their struggles against Philip IT. of

_Spain, who was so formidable from his vast resources and inveterate
bigotry—the Reformers of France, in their struggles against a succes-
sion of their sovereigns and ot their nobility, who to fiend-like cruelty
added fiend-like perfidy—were all deeply indebted to her both for
actual assistance and for the check which her well-known sympathy
for them imposed upon their adversaries. During her reign, too, as
during that of her brother Edward, England became an asylum to the
persecuted Protestants of every country, and there were in it German,
French, Italian, and Spanish Protestant congregations. Had she
united with the courts of Spain and France in a league to exterminate
everywhere the Reformers, then the three greatest powers at that
time in Europe would have been embarked in this infernal enter-
prise, and what the disastrous results might have been it is difficult to
say. Elizabeth’s legitimacy, and consequently her right of succession
to the throne, depended upon her supporting the Reformation, as we
shall see in her Life ; and here again it becomes us gratefully to ac-
knowledge the goodness of Providence in making it the interest of
this queen, who became so powerful, to support the Reformation at
a period when two of the mightiest nations of the world had con-
pired to crush it.

One fact which particularly strikes the student of the history of
the English Reformation, is the paramount agency of the Bible trans-
lated into the vernacular tongue in originating and promoting that
great revolution. In other countries of Europe this agency was most
important, but less, pre-eminently so, than in England.! At an early

1 See this fully brought out in Anderson’s dnnals of the English Bible, passim.
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period of the struggle, Tyndale’s English version of the Scriptures,
which had been printed on the Continent, and secretly imported, was
extensively circulated and read by his countrymen, notwithstanding
the forcible measures adopted to suppress it, and it had been silently
and unremittingly working for good even at times when the living
voice of no preacher was lifted up against error and ignorance ; so
that at the period when Henry VIIL threw off the papal authority,
though much darkness still prevailed, yet so many had abandoned
the popish creed for the pure doctrines of the gospel, or had lost
their veneration for the old religion, that the steps he took against
the papacy met with no considerable opposition. During the reign
of Edward, the printing presses teemed with numerous editions of
various translations of the Scriptures, which were eagerly purchased
and read by the people. This contributed immensely, above all other
means, to the triumph and establishment of the Reformed principles
in England, and it accounts for Queen Mary’s inability to eradicate
them even by a relentless persecution. The interested supporters of
the papacy in England foresaw from the first that the Scriptures in
the vernacular tongue would be the most formidable antagonist of
the established faith. They therefore opposed to the utmost their
importation and circulation. They got royal proclamations issued
for their suppression, and they bought up or called in whole editions
of them, which they committed to the flumes—an old persecuting
fashion, as old at least as the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, who
commanded the books of the Jewish law to be torn in pieces and
burnt (1 Mae. i). But no efforts were effectual in putting a stop to
the circulation of the Scriptures in the mother tongue, even when
the sovereign assumed an hostile attitude ; and when he favoured this
great cause, the number of copies printed and purchased excites our
astonishment.

It is farther observable, that the state exercised a more immediate
and effectual control over the movements of the Reformation in Eng-
land, and left its impress more visibly on the ecclesiastical framework
set up, than did any other government of Europe over the move-
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ments of the Reformation within its dominions. This in part arose
from no great and powerful character having appeared among
the Reformers in England at that period, to awaken among the
people, by stirring appeals from the pulpit and the press, such
a wide-spread and burning zeal for the truth as would communi-
cate its impulse even to the government. It was different in other
countries. Zwingle in Switzerland, Luther in Germany, Calvin in
Geneva, and Knox in Scotland, were all master-spirits, who by power
of intellect, fervour of eloquence, and force of character, moulded
their age, and left the impress of their minds on the religious institu-
tions of their country. Each of these Reformers had more influence
in settling the religious creed and ecclesiastical polity of their respec-
tive countries than had their civil rulers, none of whom arrogated
the position of lawgiver in matters of faith, and who, if favourable to
the Reformation, proceeded in a great measure upon the principle of
sanctioning and ratifying, as the religion of the state, the system of
doctrine and the form of polity drawn up from the Word of God by
their respective Reformers. In England matters were conducted in
a less accommodating spirit. Though some of the leading Reformers
were consulted as to the faith to be established, and had influence
upon the sovereign, especially in the reign of Edward VI, yet, in
consequence of the assumption of ecclesiastical supremacy by Henry
VIIL and his successors, which implied their right to choose a
religion for their subjects, the sovereign, or the state, to the injury
both of religion and of liberty, acted as ecclesiastical dictator, pre-
seribed to ministers and people the doctrines to be believed, the rites
and ceremonies to be observed, and the form of discipline by which
the church was to be governed. In Scotland the Reformers would
concede no such power to their sovereigns, maintaining, and rightly,
as we believe, that Christ is the alone head of his church, and that
no earthly sovereign can warrantably claim that title, or the power
which it involves. ! As to the English Parliament of that age, such

1 The opposition made by the Scottish Presbyterians to James VI. aud Charles I.
arose from the assumption of supremacy over the church by these kings, and the true
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was their subserviency to the crown, that they unserupulously approved
and sanctioned whatever ecclesiastical system pleased the reigning
sovereign. This their unprincipled subserviency, is graphically de-
scribed by Schiller, who, in his tragedy of Mary Queen of Scots.
introduces that queen as making the following sarcastie reply to the
argument of Lord Burleigh, that as her judges were the chief nobility
of England, no tribunal could be more impartial :—

“Yes, truly; were these Lords as you describe them,
I must be mute; my cause beyond all hope
‘Were lost, if such a Court pronounce me guilty.
But, Sir, these names, which you are pleased to praise,
These very men, whose weight you think will crush me,
I see performing in the history
Of these dominions very different parts:
I see this high nobility of England,
This grave majestic Senate of the realm,
Like to an eastern monarch’s vilest slaves,
Flatter my uncle Henry’s sultan fancies :
I see this noble rev’rend House of Lords,
Venal alike with the corrupted Commons,
Make statutes and annul them, ratify
A marriagg, and dissolve it, as the voice
Of power commands: to-day it disinherits,
And brands the royal danghters of the realm
‘With the vile name of bastards, and to-morrow
Crowns them as queens, and leads them to the throne.
I see them in four reigns, with pliant conscience,
Four times abjure their faith; renounce the Popo
‘With Henry, yet retain the old belief ;
Reform themselves with Edward ; hear the mass
Again with Mary; with Elizabeth,
‘Who governs now, reform themselves again.”
But whatever may have been the disadvantages caused to the

English Reformation by the undue interference and control of the

cause of the sufferings of the martyrs under the reigns of Charles II, and James VIL,
was their refusing to submit to the ecclesiastical aupremacy claimed by the crown. The
supremacy of Christ over his own church, to the exclusion of civil rulers, and all
creatures, is a doctrine which has taken anch hold upon the Scottish mind, that no
sovereign, we are convinced, could, even at the present day, enforce a claim to ecclesi-
astical supremacy in Scotland, save at the expense of reviving the persecuting scenes
of the seventeenth century.
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sovereign, whose nod the Parliament of course obeyed, England has
much reason to remember with the deepest gratitude the history of
her Reformation. It is the most memorable portion of her annals.
It abounds in varied and stirring scenes, and is replete with lessons
of profound instruction. It discovers much of human wickedness,
but at every step it also discloses the singular interposition of a
beneficent Providence, and nowhere do we meet with brighter
examples of Christian heroism than in the English martyrs. For
no kingdom has the Reformation done more than for England ; and
after having reaped its blessings for three centuries, is she now, for-
getting all the lessons of the past, to fall back into popish superstition
and idolatry, from which, by a train of such marvellous events, she
was emancipated—is she again to exhibit herself, as before the
Reformation, squatting blindfolded, ragged, and squalid, amidst the
accumulated offal of the middle ages? A party within the paleof
her Established Church would gladly see this consummation ; and the
Vatican, which, since the time it lost England, has never ceased to
look upon her with a covetous eye, has of late been strongly cherish-
ing the hope of seeing her, within the course of afew years, abandon
the Reformation, and return to the bosom of the infallible church.
Into this belief the papal court has been led by the progress of Ox-
ford Tractarianism in England, and by the representations of the
Oxford converts to Popery. But we will not believe that a nation
which has so long shone transcendent above all the nations of the
earth for its love of liberty, civil and religious, will submit to be again
enthralled by the papal supremacy, the most terrible despotism—not
to speak of the character of the papacy asa system of religion—which
the world ever saw. Notwithstanding the treachery of some in the
Protestant Established Church of England, and notwithstanding the
aggressive efforts hitherto made and still making by the papacy, we
will not despair of the cause of Protestantism in this enlightened and
free country. We will cherish the hope expressed by one of the
noblest of its martyrs, even when the night of darkness and desolation
was at its blackest : “ Be of good courage, Mr. Ridley, and play the
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man,” said the venerable and intrepid Latimer, when both were
bound to the stake, and about to be consumed to ashes, in the reign
of the bloody Mary, “ we shall this day, by God’s grace, light such a
candle in England as, I trust, shall never be put out.”







SVT5—> Tomb of Richard I1., and Anne of Bobemin.

ANNE OF BOHEMIA,

QUEEN OF RICHARD IL

NNE OF BOHEMIA, queen of Richard II,
flourished in the age of Wickliffe. Her life,
therefore, does not belong to the history of the
Reformation proper, which only began early in
the sixteenth century; but though the field
embraced in these biographies is mainly con-
fined to the period of the Reformation, yet, as
this excellent queen lived at an éra when great
preparations were making for that memorable
g ' (27 revolution, and as she was known to have been

~the friend and protector of Wickliffe and his followers, who were

its harbingers in England, as well as in other countries, it may not
c
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be out of place to eollect together the brief notices of her religious
and ecclesiastical history. “To Anne of Bohemia,” says an elegant
biographer, “is attributed the honour of being the first of that
illustrious band of princesses who were the nursing-mothers of the
Reformation. The Protestant Church inscribes her name at the
commencement of the illustrious list, in which are seen those of Anne
Boleyn, Katharine Parr, Lady Jane Grey, and Queen Elizabeth.”!

ANNE or Bomemia was the eldest daughter of the Emperor
Charles IV., of the house of Luxembourg, by his fourth wife Eliza-
beth, daughter of Boleslaus, Duke of Pomerania, and grand-daughter
to Cassimir the Great, King of Poland. She was sister to Wen-
ceslaus, King of Bohemia and Emperor of Germany. She was born
at Prague, in Bohemia, about the year 1367.

Anne is believed to have been imbued with piety, and to have had
more enlightened views of Christian truth than was common in that
age, hefore her coming to England. This may be accounted for from the
state of religion in Bohemia at thatperiod. There were especially three
Reformers who flourished in Bohemia during the childhood and youth
of this princess; and from their celebrity, as well as from the close
connection of one of them with her own family, she must have been
familiar with their names and their opinions. These Reformers were
John Melice, Conrad Strickna, and Matthias Janovius. Melice was
a native of Prague, and of noble descent. He was a popular preacher,
and by his addresses made a powerful impression on the multitudes
who flocked to hear him. He vindicated the communion in both
kinds, and loudly complained of the spiritual death and desolation,
the glaring abuses and corruptions, which everywhere prevailed.
He died in 1374. Strickna, a man of acknowledged erudition and
eloquence, had been his coadjutor, but died five years before him.
Janovius, also- a native of Prague, maintained the cause of Divine
truth with still greater effect. He was confessor to Charles IV.,
Anne’s father. In the ardour of their zeal, he and some other learned

1 Miss Strickland’s Queens of England, vol. ii., p. 371
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nien, entreated Charles to call a general council for the reformation
of the church; and, though the king pleaded that it belonged to the
Pope and not to him to call a general council, he laid the proposition
before his holiness, and recommended it as a step much to be desired.
But his holiness, who thought differently, alarmed and exasperated,
demanded the punishment of these daring heretics. Tn superstitious
veneration for the Papal authority, Charles banished Janovius from
the kingdom. Communion in both kinds was then abolished. Re-
cusants could celebrate the sacrament of the supper after their ac-
customed manner only in private houses, in woods and caves, at the
hazard of their lives. They were plundered, beaten, drowned in
rivers, and according to a proclamation issued 18th September, 1376,
were committed to the flames. Janovius subsequently returned to
Bohemia, where, however, he now lived in privacy. He died 30th
November, 1394, predicting, with his dying breath, the coming re-
demption of the church. “The rage of the enemies of truth,” said
he, “has now prevailed against us, but this shall not always last;
for an obscure people shall arise, without sword or power, over whom
they shall not be able to prevail.” !

Thus, before Anne came to this country, the Popish doctrines had
been contested in Bohemia, and successful efforts made to enlighten
the piety of her countrymen. This state of matters had a very fa-
vourable influence upon her mind. She became a thoughtful in-
quirer; and though, from living in an age when only some rays of
light had dawned upon the human mind, her views of Divine truth
were in many respects obscure and imperfect, they were yet more
enlightened than was common among persons of her rank, or indeed,
among persons of any condition of life in that age of darkness. As
in primitive times there were saints in Casar’s household, so in her
father’s palace there were individuals friendly to the truth, from
whom she derived important advantages.

Richard II, to whom Anne was afterwards united in marriage,

1 Vaughau's Life of Wickliffe, vol. ii.,, pp. 158-163.
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was the son of Edward, Prince of Wales, who was usually styled the
Black Prince, from the colour of his armour, by his wife Joan, *
daughter and heir of his uncle Edmund, Earl of Kent. He was born
at Bourdeaux in 1367. He lost his father 8th June, 1376; and on the
death of his grandfather Edward IIL,in June the following year,
he succeeded to the throne, being then a boy of ten years of age.

The fame of Anne having reached England, Richard, when only
about thirteen years of age, began to think of her as his future part-
ner on the throne, and, in the year 1380, she was sought for him by
the council of regency which conducted the government during his
minority. But it was not till some time after, when, having reached
her fifteenth year, she was judged capable of choosing for herself,
that the marriage was determined upon. She is said to have been
induced to become the consort of Richard, not only from the pro-
spect of being elevated to the English throne, but from the reports
which had reached Bohemia of a revival of religion in England under
John Wickliffe, whose name and some of whose writings were known
in that country. All arrangements for her marriage with Richard
having been made, she was nobly escorted from Prague on her
way to England. On her arrival at Calais, the news having reached
the Parliament, which was then sitting, it was prorogued till after
Christmas, and divers of the nobility were sent to meet her and attend
her in crossing over to Dover. Having safely landed at Dover, she
rested there for two days, and then made a grand entry into Lon-
don, to the great delight of the people, who were proud that their
sovereign was to obtain for his wife “ Ceesar’s sister.”?

It is worthy of notice, that the natives of her own country chosen
to accompany her to England on the occasion of ber marriage, and to
occupy situations in her household establishment, had adopted the
Reformed opinions. If her own wishes were consulted in this choice
this would argue that she was of corresponding sentiments.

! She had been previously married to Sir Thomas Holland, by whom she had
several children.
2 Stowe’s Annals, or General Chronicle of England, edit. London, 1615, p. 294
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Immediately upon her arrival, and before the marriage had taken
place, she gave an interesting proof of her considerate, humane, and
amiable disposition. In that year an insurrection had broken out
in England. The tyranny and oppression of the haughty nobility
and gentry had excited a spirit of strong dissatisfaction among the
people, and this spirit was inflamed by a mob orator, John Ball, a
priest, who perambulated the country promulgating the equality of
mankind, as being sprung from the same original stock, proclaiming
that there were no gentry jure divino, and denouncing all the distinc-
tions of rank in a strain very like that of the levellers in modern
times. In an address to many thousands of the people assembled at
Blackheath, he began with these lines—

‘“When Adam delved and Eve span,
‘Who was then the gentleman?”
making them the text for an insurrectionary declamation, which
roused the people to a high pitch of resentment against the govern-
ment.! Tt was then that this couplet became as a household word
among the masses of the people. The train being thus laid for an
outbreak, the rigour with which the unpopular tax of three groats
per head was levied by the tax-gatherers, to whom it had been
farmed out, caused the explosion. The people took up arms, and in
June they mustered 100,000 men. But by the prudent and prompt
management of Richard, who displayed on this occasion. an address
and presence of mind which raised expectation as to his capacity,
not afterwards realized, the insurrection was quelled. Tranquillity
therefore prevailed when the queen landed in England; yet many
were trembling for their lives. The penalties of rebellion and trea-
son hung over the heads of thousands. This was a painful thought
to the young princess. The condition of the people excited her com-
miseration ; she felt that they had well-founded causes of complaint,
and that their sufferings had driven them to insurrection. She
pleaded with Richard and his counsellors that a general pardon

1 8towe’s Annals, or General Chronicle of England, edit. London, 1615, p. 294,
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should be extended to the insurgents and other culprits throughout
the kingdom. Her entreaties, as might be expected from the e¢ir-
cumstances, were not made in vain. A proclamation was issued,
granting a general pardon to culprits of all sorts—with, however, a
considerable number of exceptions at first—upon their making
application either personally or by writing, and paying the fee of
the great seal. The king’s letters to the sheriffs throughout Eng-
land, dated 13th December, 1381, commanding them to cause the
pardon to be proclaimed in the towns and places under their juris-
diction, begin with stating that his majesty had been moved to
this exercise of royal clemency, “from the fear of God, and at the
special request of the most serene lady, the Lady Anne, about to
become, by the will of God, our consort.’!

Anne was married to Richard with much pomp and ceremony on
the 14th of January, 1382, in the Chapel-Royal of Westminster
Palace. Among other demonstrations of joy on the oceasion were
the representation of plays, and the exhibition of magnificent page-
ants, with which it was customary at that time to give éclat to the
marriage of princes. From the favourable reports Richard had heard
of the accomplishments and good qualities of this princess, he thought
himself so fortunate in gaining her for his bride, that instead of re-
ceiving a dowry with her, he gladly gave her brother the Emperor
Wenceslaus ten thousand merks for the alliance, besides defraying
all the expenses connected with her journey to England. The
daughter of Barnabe, Duke of Milan, had been offered to him with a
large sum of gold. But he had fixed his heart upon Anne of Bohemia,
and was bent upon having her at any price.?

The happy pair were greatly charmed with each other. Richard,
though his character, when afterwards more fully developed, betrayed
serious defects, was the goodliest personage of all the kings who had
been since the Conquest, tall of stature, of a handsome person, ot a

1 Rymer’s Feaedera, tom. iii., pars iii. et iv., p. 131.
2 Stowe’s Annals of England, p. 294.
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fuir and amiable countenance ; and being of warm affections, he was
fitted in many respects for domestic happiness. Anne’s “beauty,”
says Miss Strickland, “ must have been limited to stature and com-
plexion, for the features of her statue are homely and undignified.
A narrow high-pointed forehead, a long upper lip, cheeks whose
fulness increased towards the lower part of the face, can scarcely
entitle her to claim a reputation for beauty.” But in the eyes of
Richard, no woman was so lovely as his own blooming Bohemian
bride. “The head-dress she wore must have neutralized the defects
of her face in some degree, by giving an appearance of breadth to her
narrow forehead.”!

Court Costumes, time of Richard II.

At this period there were two rival popes. Gregory X1I. having
died in 1378, the cardinals assembled at Rome to elect a successor,

! “In this queen’s days noble women used high attire on their heads, piked horns
{i. e. horned caps], with long trained gowns, and rode ou side-saddles, after the example
of the queen, who first brought that fashion into this land, for before womeu were used
to ride astride, like men.”—Stowe’s Annals, p. 295. But “the side-saddle of Anne of
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and three-fourths of them being Frenchmen, they intended to fill up
the vacancy by one of their own countrymen. The Roman populace
suspecting their intention, and fearing that if a foreigner were chosen,
he would, like Gregory, reside at Avignon instead of Rome, which
they were determined should be the seat of the Roman Pontiff,
assembled tumultuously around the place of meeting, and pouring
forth terrible menaces if an Italian was not chosen, compelled the
cardinals, who were in terror for their lives, to give their suffrages for
a Neapolitan, who on his election assumed the name of Urban VI.
A number of the leading cardinals, however, dissatisfied with what
had been done, fled from Rome to Fondi, a city of Naples, and main-
taining, that as the election of Urban was the result of intimidation,
it was invalid, chose a French prelate, Robert, son of the Count of
Geneva, who took the name of Clement VII. France and her allies,
including Scotland, Spain, Sicily, and Cyprus, declared for Clement;
England and the rest of Europe for Urban. The former fixed his
residence at Avignon, the latter at Rome. The distractions caused
by these conflicting competitors for the Papal tiara, diverted the
attention of the clergy to a great extent from Wickliffe, and con-
tributed to preserve him from their vengeance. From the violence
of the contending popes, who launched out dire anathemas, the one
against the other, he.exultingly anticipated much advantage to his
efforts as a reformer. “Christ,” said he, “has begun already to help
us graciously, in that he hath clove the head of Antichrist, and made
the two parts fight against each other.”!

After Anne’s, marriage with Richard and her coronation, letters
were sent by his majesty to Urban, with intelligence of these auspici-

Bohemia was different from those nsed at present, which were invented, or first adopted,
by Catharine de Medicis, Queen of France. It was like a bench with a hanging step,
where both fect were placed. This mode of riding required a footman or squire at the
bridle-rein of a lady’a palfrey, and was chiefly used in processious.”—Miss Strickland’s
Queens of England, vol. ii.,, p. 369. In this queen’s days was also introdnced the use
of piked ahoes, that is, shoes turning up several inches at the toes, and fastened to the
knees with chains of silver and gold.—Stowe, ut supra.
! Vaughan’s Life of Wickliffe, vol. ii, pp. 1-5.
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ous events. His holiness sent the following congratulatory letter to
Richard in reply :—* Urban, bishop, servant of the servants of God,
to our dearest, &c., Health and apostolical benediction. The letters
of your serene highness, conveying the tidings of the coronation, and
of the solemnization of the marriage contracted between you and our
dearest dz;ughter in Christ, the illustrious Anne, Queen of England,
we have favourably and very gladly received, and are filled with
great joy at the news, confidently hoping that He who confers favours
and bestows rewards, and by whose will you and the same queen, in
the flower of most grateful youth, have been united in the marriage
covenant, will from the same marriage grant you a noble progeny,
and after a long life, accompanied with the enjoyment of peace,
and passing smoothly down into a good old age, will bestow upon
both of you the kingdom of everlasting blessedness. Of our good
intention towards you and the queen, dearly beloved son, we have
fully instructed Walter Skirlawe, deacon of St. Martin’s church, Lon-
don, and the nobleman, Nicholas Dagworth, your ambassadors, the
bearers of the present letters, in whom, as to what communications
we have to make to your highness, we wish you to place full confi-
dence.—@Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, the 11th of the kalends of May,
in the fifth year of our pontificate.”— Addressed “To our Dearest
Son in Christ, the Tllustrious Richard, King of England.”!

Queen Anne is styled by the Pope “our dearest daughter in
Christ,” and she never formally separated from the Romish Church.
There was indeed, in her days, no formal separation in England from
Antichrist. Matters were not yet ripe for such a step. But there
was a distinct renunciation of a great part of what was erroneous,
superstitious, and idolatrous in the Popish creed, and a reverting to -
the doctrines and precepts of Christianity as primitively taught by
Christ and his apostles. And Anne, whatever may have been the
imperfection of her acquaintance with Divine truth, exemplified, in
her veueration for the Sacred Writings, that spirit in which the

I Rymer’s Feedera, tom. iii., pars iii, p. 153.
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Reformation originated. That book, which Rome hated with a deadly
hatred, and from which the characters and sentiments of the confes-
sors and martyrs were formed, was the subject of her diligent study.
This is saying much for her at a period when the great fountain of
Divine truth was sealed up from mankind, and salvation was sought
in forms and ceremonies, in superstitious observances and mortifica-
tions, instead of through faith in the perfect righteousness of the only
and all-sufficient Saviour as revealed in the Word. Religious advan-
tages at that time were scanty compared with what we now enjoy.
Few were in possession of the entire Scriptures. A copy of one or
more of the gospels, or of one or more of the epistles, was accounted
an invaluable treasure. This queen had in her possession the gos-
pels in three languages, Bohemian, English, and Latin. This English
version, however, seems not to have been the English spoken after
the conquest of William of Normandy, but the Anglo-Saxonic; for
John Huss thus quotes the words of Wickliffe, “ The noble Queen of
England has the gospels written in three languages, the Bohemian,
Teutonic, and Latin” To the reading of the gospels and commen-
taries written upon them by learned men, she devoted a portion of
every day, exploring them like one who had discovered a mine of
gold, yea, accounting them infinitely more precious than all the mines
of gold within the bowels of the earth, and deriving from them that
wisdom whose price is above rubies.

That Anne was devoted to the study of the Divine Word was well
known to Romanists in high places in church and state. In her con-
versation with Arundel, then Archbishop of York, and afterwards
Archbishop of Canterbury, she spoke freely and in high terms of this
heavenly treasure, and told him of the delight she took in reading its
sacred pages. She also showed him her translations of the gospels,
and her commentaries upon them.? Arundel, like all thorough
Romanists, hated the Bible as the most formidable enemy of the
Romish Church, and dreaded its dissemination among the people in

1 Lewis’s English Biblical Translations, p. 6.
2 Foxe's Acts and Monuments, Townsend's edition, vol. iii., p. 202,




ENGLAND.] . Anme of Bohemia. 43

the vernacular tongue. He was alarmed even at the circulation of
English copies of a single gospel, or of a single epistle ; for he well
knew that these, if circulated, would be like inserting the thin end
of a wedge, which, driven home, would cleave the church in pieces.
But the wily prelate, so far from objecting to her sentiments and
practice, eulogized her piety and diligence. A humbler individual,if
known to be guilty of reading the Scriptures, would have been at
once suspeeted of Lollardism, and pounced upon as an enemy of the
church. But her exalted station protected her. To attack or disturb
her for her pious readings would have been dangerous ; and the sin-
gular gentleness and benevolence of her nature, which gained upon
all hearts, had their own influence in extorting reluctant praise from
the prelate.

Wickliffe, who lived only about three years after her arrival in this
country, was not ignorant of her course of Seripture reading. To him
she seemed like Mary, the sister of Lazarus, who “sat at Jesus’ feet,
and heard his word,” captivated by its attractions, and subdued by
its power. He pleaded her example in reading an English version
of the gospels in defence of his English translation of the Sacred
Volume, and inquired “whether to hereticate her on account of this
practice would not be Luciferian folly?”!

The diligence of this queen in reading the gospels was not without
its fruits. She imbibed the spirit of Jesus, whose life and character
she studied—a spirit of benevolence and charity. Misery and distress,
wherever she found them, excited her commiseration. And, though
it cannot be said that to comfort and relieve the poor and the afflicted,
the widow and the orphan, she sacrificed the embellishments of her
palace, the luxury of her table, the splendour of her equipage, or the
decorations of her person, yet, like an almoner of Divine Providence,
she scattered around her princely benefactions for the relief of the
suffering and the sorrowful. Six thousand persons were daily enter-
tained at the royal table, the most of whom were “ #he endigent poor.”

1 Vaughan’s Life of Wickliffe, vol. ii., p. 158.




44 Ladies of the Reformation. [Exeraxp.

This statement is made by Walsingham as part of a severe censure
which he pronounces on the prodigality of Richard in the expenditure
of his household establishment, at a time when famine and its atten-
dant pestilence were raging in England. But such uncommon gene-
rosity towards the poor, which was mainly owing to the beneficence
of the queen, takes off the edge from this writer’s censure, and excites
our admiration, not our blame, of the generous heart of her who de-
vised such liberal things. She would remember how Jesus, whose
inspired life she took so much pleasure in reading, had compassion
on the multitude, numbering four thousand persons, because they had
nothing to eat, and wrought a miracle that they might eat and be
filled. By this charity and kindness she won the affections of the
people, by whom, during life as well as after her death, she was
familiarly known as “the good Queen Anne.”

Anne, having imbibed the opinions of Wickliffe, extended her
protection to the Reformer to the close of his life. She was a
main instrument in saving him from the vengeance levelled against
him by his incensed enemy, Courtney, Archbishop of Canterbury,
who was thirsting for his blood. The law was indeed not yet in
existence by which he could have been condemned to perish at the
stake; but still ways and means might have been found for com-
passing his destruction. In interposing in his behalf, Anne, who
was distinguished for the mildness of her disposition, pleaded with
Richard in her own delicate, quiet, and gentle way. Hers was the
still small voice. She would select some striking passages from the
gospels, which recommended kindness to the ministers and people of
Christ, and condemned the persecution of them, as one of the works
of darkness, as an effect of the malice of the wicked world against
Christ himself; and she would read them to Richard in her own
touching and delightful manner. They would be such as these :—
“ He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, shall re-
ceive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in
the name of a righteous man, shall receive a righteous man’s re-
ward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little
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ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily, I say
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” “ Wherefore, behold,
I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes : and some of
them ye shall kill and erucify ; and some of them ye shall scourge
in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: That
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.” “ Who-
soever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck,
and he were cast into the sea” In the whole bearing and deport-
ment of Anne there was an unaffected yet dignified benignity, a
winning grace and suavity, the power of which none could resist;
and on the mind of Richard, who adored her, and to whom every-
thing she said or did had an indeseribable charm, her persuasions,
backed by an appeal to her favourite gospels, though, intrinsically
considered, they might make little impression on his mind, yet, as
coming from her, had a fascinating power, and they swayed him to
the side of moderation.

Anne found her hands strengthened in this good work by Joan,
her mother-in-law, who was a great admirer of Wickliffe, and a
convert to his doctrines. Joan, who was more impassioned- and
resolute than her daughter-in-law, interfered in his behalf with all
the ardour of a sincere and generous admiration, and with a courage
not easily to be overawed and defeated. When he appeared before
the ecclesiastical Synod at Lambeth, early in the year 137872 four
years before Anne came to England, Joan’s zeal combined with
that of the people in thwarting the plans of the ecclesiastics to
punish him, and to suppress the tenets he had been teaching. His
doctrines had by this time gained upon the convictions and hearts

1 Matt. x. 41, 42, aud xxiii. 34, 35. Mark ix. 42.
2 Miss Strickland, in her Queens of England, vol. ii., p. 872, incorrectly says 1382,
a mistake which affects the accuracy of some of her statements respecting Anne.
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of the people, and, to protect him from danger, many of them sur-
rounded the church of St. Paul’s, the place of meeting, forced their
way into the midst of the assembled conclave, and proclaimed their
determination to stand between him and harm. Whilst this uproar
filled the judges with alarm for their personal safety, Sir Lewis
Clifford to their increased dismay, entered the court, and in the name
of the queen-mother, boldly forbade their proceeding to pronounce a
condemnatory sentence upon the doctrines and conduct of the great
Reformer. Thus was the courage of the judges “shaken as a reed
with the wind,” as Walsingham observes, and they were afraid to
proceed.! The mandate of Joan, at the time when it was given,
was a proof of no ordinary fortitude and energy. It was setting
herself in opposition to the Pope, who had just sent letters to the
King of England, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of
London, and the -University of Oxford, requiring the immediate
suppression of Wickliffe's opinions, and the arrest of his person, and
of all who were tainted with his heresies. The Pope said, “ This
arch heretic has gone to such a pitch of detestable folly, that he
fears not to teach and publicly preach, or rather to vomit out of the
filthy dungeon of his breast, erroneous and false propositions and
conclusions, savouring of heretical pravity. We therefore strictly
charge and command you, the King of England, and you the Arch-
bishop of Ca'.nterbury, and you the Bishop of London, and you the
University of Oxford, to cause the said John Wickliffe, and all who
may be infected with these errors, if they obstinately persist in them,
to be apprehended and cast into prison.” In the face of this high
authority, thus repeatedly and emphatically expressed, the queen-
mother said, “ No, John Wickliffe is not the detestable heretic which
the Pope represents him to be, and if I can prevent it, he shall not
be arrested and imprisoned.” And what were the doctrines with
which the man over whom she thus threw the shield of her pro-
tection stood charged? Some of them were these—that the holy

! Vaughan’s Life of Wickliffe, vol. i, p. 360,
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eucharist, after consecration, is not the very body of Christ, but is so
only figuratively; that the Church of Rome is no more the head of
all other churches, than any other church is, and that Peter had no
more power given him by Christ, than any other apostle had; that
the Pope of Rome has no more the keys of the church, than any
other individual within the order of the priesthood has; that lords
temporal may lawfully and meritoriously deprive ehurchmen
offending habitually of their temporalities; that the gospel is of it-
self a rule sufficient to govern the life of every Christian, without
any other rule ; and that neither the Pope, nor any other prelate of
the church, ought to have prisons wherein to punish transgressors.!
Such were some of Wickliffe's doctrines, which the Pope in his con-
sistory, assisted by the advice of twenty-three cardinals, condemned
as heretical, and for which he commanded that Wickliffe should be
arrested and consigned to a dungeon, but in maintaining and propa-
gating which the Reformer was defended and encouraged by the
queen-mother. -

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, one of Richard’s uncles, “ the
political father of the Lollards,” as he has beep styled, and other
persons of rauk, co-operated with Anne and Joan in protecting
Wickliffe. The circumstances of the times rendered their protection
the more effectual. The antagonistic popes, from their mutual con-
tests, had no time to look after heretics; and the factions by which
England was distracted, so engrossed the attention of the parties,
that the clergy could not obtain the support they desired in proceed-
ing against the rector of Lutterworth. Whether these protectors
would or would not have been able, had Providence spared him for
a longer period, to have preserved his liberty and life, it is impos-
sible to determine. We know that in his closing years he was
living in the anticipation of martyrdom. “To live,” says he, “and
to be silent is, with me, impossible ; the guilt of such treason against
the Lnrd.of heaven is more to be dreaded than many deaths. Let

1 Foxe's Adets and Monuments, vol. iii., pp. 3-6.
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the blow therefore fall. Enough I know of the men whom I oppose,
of the times on which T am thrown, and of the mysterious provi-
dence which relates to our sinful race, to expect that the stroke will
ere long descend. But my purpose is unalterable. I wait its
coming!”! The malice of his enemies was implacable, and he
might fear that Richard, as he needed the support of the clergy,
might by their influence be swayed, notwithstanding the interces-
sions of his mother and his queen, to kindle against him the fire of
persecution. He was not, however, called upon to undergo the flery
trial. 'While administering the bread of the eucharist in the chan-
cel of his church of Lutterworth, on the 29th of December, 1384, he
was suddenly seized with paralysis, which threw him on the pave-

Luttermorth Church, Leicestershire.

ment, and on the 31st he peacefully resigned his pious spirit to God.
He was interred in the chancel. His church is still standing.
Had Anne lived some years longer, there is reason to believe
1 Vaughan’s Life of Wickliffe, vol. ii., p. 257.
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that by her influence much of the severe persecution which befell
the Lollards would have been prevented. Richard was stayed from
actual violence so long as she lived; and, even after her death, though
he lent himself by the solicitations of the clergy to persecute in
various forms, none of thé Lollards were put to death during his reign.
Anne continued to retain the affections of Richard undiminished
to the last, and he never dishonoured her by giving his heart to a
rival. Yet from the time of her coming to England to her death,
she had, from the confusion of the times, her own distresses, caused
partly by the folly of Richard in the government of the kingdom,
and partly by the cabals formed by his uncle, the Duke of Gloucester
against him. That ndbleman, who was ambitious of engrossing the
whole authority of the state, finding that the sovereign, as he grew
older, was not to be retained in that subjection in which he had been
hitherto held by his uncles, and that he yielded himself to the
ascendency of strangeré, rather than to his advice, tormed a strong
party against him, and having both the House of Commons and the
House of Peers at his devotion, wrested the government from his
hands, and transferred it to a commission composed entirely of his own
faction. Richard’s greal weaknesses lay in mistaking flatterers
for friends ; in associating with unworthy favourites, by whom he
suffered himself to be almost wholly governed; in an extreme irrita-
bility of temper over which he had no control; and in an unbounded
passion for show and extravagance, which injured his popularity by
increasing the public burdens. These defects gave great advantage
to Gloucester, and, during the time of his triumph, several of
Richard’s counsellors and favourites were put to death, among whom
was Sir Simon Burley, a gentleman who, for his personal merits,
had been appointed governor to Richard by Richard’s father and
grandfather, and by whom the prince, from his tender infancy, had
up to the present time been attended and served with devoted at-
tachment.! These executions took place in the year 1388.

1 Rymer’s Fadera, tom. iii.,, pars iii,, pp. 135~-144.
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During these turbulent and bloody scenes, when justice and
humanity were alike disregarded, Anne displayed her usual tender-
ness of heart. Sir Simon Burley had been sent by Richard to
Germany and Bohemia, to bring her over to England at the time of
her marriage. From the date of her first acquaintance with this
accomplished man, she had formed a very high opinion of his talents
and engaging manners, and he ever afterwards retained her good
graces. He equally retained the esteem and friendship of the king,
who felt something like filial respect towards the guide of his youth,
and conferred upon him various marks of royal favour.! Both she
and Richard were much interested in his safety, and interposed, but
in vain, to save his life. “The queen,” says Hume, “remained three
hours on her knees before the Duke of Gloucester, pleading for that
gentleman’s life ; but though she was become extremely popular by
her amiable qualities, which had acquired her the appellation of
‘the good Queen Anne,’ her petition was sternly rejected by the
inexorable tyrant.”?

Queen Anne died, June 7, 1394, at Shene in Swirey, at the early
age of twenty-seven, to the inexpressible grief of her husband, who
in her lost a wise counsellor, and his best friend. She had lived
with him upwards of twelve years. Froissart thus notices her
death:—“ At this period the Lady Anne, Queen of England, fell sick,

1 Walsingham, who is followed by Stowe, stigmatizes Burley as intolerably proud,
an oppressor of the poor, a hater of the church, and profligate (Historia, p. 366); but
this Popish writer is too partial and malicious to be implicitly followed in his estimate
of the characters he describes. Froissart, who personally knew Burley, says, “In my
youth I had found him a gentle knight, and, according to my understandiug, of great
good sense.”—(See his Chronicle of England, &c., translated by Thomas Johnes, vol.
iii., p. 475). “ And the choice made of this gentleman,” says Hume, “ by Edward IIL
and the Black Prince, for the education of Richard, makes the cbaracter given him by
Froissart much more probable.” The grounds of his condemnation bave been pre-
served, but the evidence addnced in aupport of the charges and his own vindication
are lost. We are therefore without the means of being able to pronounce a correct
judgment in the case. The accusations of his enemies, who were bent on his destruc-
tion, are, it is obvious, not to be implicitly trusted.

2 History of England, chap, xvii,
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to the great distress of the king and her household. Her disorder
increased so rapidly that she departed this life on the feast of
Whitsuntide, in the year of grace 1394. The king and all who
loved her were greatly afflicted at her death. He was incon-
solable for her loss, as they mutually loved each other, having
been married young. This queen left no issue, for she had never
born children.”! '

She was interred with great state in St. Edward’s chapel, West-
minster Abbey, on the 3d of August following, all the nobility of
England, male and female, joining in the funeral procession, as we
learn from the letters of invitation to her funeral in name of the
king? “Her obsequies,” says Froissart, “were performed at leisure,
for the king would have them magnificently done. Abundance of
wax was sent for from Flanders to make flambeaux and torches, and
the illumination was so great on the day of ceremony, that nothing
was ever seen like it before; not at the burial of the good Queen
Philippa, nor of any other. The king would have it so, because she
was daughter to the King of Bohemia, Emperor of Rome and
Germany.”?3

Her funeral oration was delivered by Arundel, Archbishop of
York. In this oration, the prelate pronounced a high encomium
upon her many virtues, and especially upon her piety, as shown
in constantly studying the Word of God. “Her four English
translations of the gospels,” said he, “she sent to me for my inspec-
tion, and I found them to be true and faithful. I was much sur-
prised on finding that, though a foreigner, she daily studied these
English versions. It appears to me a marvellous instance of godli-
ness, that so illustrious a princess condescended devoutly to study
these excellent works, and several commentators written upon them.

! Froissart’s Chronicle of England, &c., vol. iv., p. 405.

2Two of these lctters, written in French, are preserved in Rymer’s Feedera (tom.
iil., pars iv., p. 98), the one dated 10th June, 1394, and the other, the 14th of the same
month.

3 Froissart’s Chronicle, &c., vol. iv., p. 405.
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A lady of such extraordinary piety it was never my happiness to
know.” And as a rebuke to the clergy for their negligence and
ignorance, he added, “In the study of the Scriptures, and in the
reading of godly books, she was more diligent than even the prelates
themselves, whose office and duty it is to make themselves ac-
quainted with these heavenly treasures.”!

From the sentiments thus expressed, it might be concluded, did
we not know more of the man, that Arundel was favourable to the
Lollards, and that he would stand up and fight nobly for the dis-
semination of the Bible in the vulgar tongue. But he was acting a
part. In eulogizing Anne for reading the Scriptures and lamenting
her loss, he was speaking “with feigned words,” his object being
simply to please Richard, who was so devotedly attached to the
deceased queen; and in twitting the prelates with their ignorance
of the Seriptures compared with the queen, he would gratify his own
personal feeling against some of his clerical brethren. So far from
being favourable to the Wickliffites, and to the ecirculation of the
Scriptures among the people, he bent all his endeavours, after the
death of Anne, to the extirpation of the one and the suppression of
the other. He branded the Lollards as the tail of the black horse
described in the Apocalypse (chap. vi. 5), and stigmatized heresy as
more enormous than treason, since it was a revolt from the King of
kings. He interdicted the translation of the Seriptures into the
vernacular tongue, and stirred up the king to harass, throughout the
whole kingdom, whoever should dare to read and study in their
native language the revelation of God’s will, which was intended
for all. Two years after the death of the queen he was made Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and this promotion increased both his ecclesi-
astical and political power. He subsequently became a traitor to
Richard, and took an active part in the deposition of that monarch
in 1399, as well as supported the usurpation of Henry IV, son of
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, Wickliffe's patron. To gratify

1 Foxe's Acts and Monuments, vol. iii, p. 202.
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Arundel, who had placed the crown upon his brow, and the rest of
the clergy, who had aided him in'acquiring his usurped authority,
and who might still’ powerfully aid him in supporting it, Henry
passed a statute authorizing the burning of heretics, the first penal
enactment in England against heresy—an enactment under which
many were subsequently consigned to the flames, particularly in the
reigns of Henry VIII and his daughter, the bloody Mary. By this
statute it was ordained that none should preach, or teach in schools,
or write in opposition to the Catholic faith; that none should favour
such as were guilty of doing so; that within forty days all heretical
books should be delivered up ; and that if any person, who was con-
victed of offending in these particulars, should refuse to abjure, or
who, after having once abjured, should be found to have relapsed,
should “be burned in an eminent place before the people, to the
intent that this kind of punishment may strike a terror on the
minds of others.”

After the death of Anne, many members of her household having
returned to Bohemia, carried with them the opinions and the writ-
ings of the English Reformer, and were the means of scattering the
seeds of the Reformed faith among their countrymen. By the writ-
ings of Wickliffe, conveyed into Bohemia by her servants or train,
and by some Bohemian students attending the university of Oxford,
an impulse was there given to the movement for the reformation of
the doctrine and discipline of the church. Tt was from this source
that John Huss and Jerome of Prague, the honoured successors of
Melice, Striekna, and Janovius, imbibed the opinions which they dis-
seminated, and for which they suffered.? Thus the coming of Anne
to England seems to have been an important link in the chain by
which Divine Providence connected England and Bohemia at that
period in the struggle for church reform—by which it paved the way

for rendering the labours of Wickliffe instrumental in propagating
Divine truth in the latter country.

1 See this statute in Foxe’s dcts and Monuments, vol. iii., p. 239.
? Krasiuski's Reformation in Poland, vol. ., p. 58.
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In the agony of his grief for Anne, Richard caused the buildings
of the palace where she died to be thrown down.! Some, from a
melancholy pleasure in nursing their sorrow, love to dwell in the
abode where death has smitten down the dear objects of their affec-
tion ; but to Richard it seemed that to do this would awaken in his
mind associations and remembrances too painful and keen to be en-
dured. TIn Rymer’s Fadera there is a contract betwixt Richard and
two architects, citizens of London, for the erection of a tomb of fine
marble in Westminster for himself and Anne, dated 1st April, 1395.
In the same work there is another contract betwixt him and two
copper-smiths, citizens of London, for statues and other furniture for
the tomb, dated 24th April, same year. Both these contracts are
written in French.? The tomb was to be ornamented with numerous
effigies, among which were to be two of gilded bronze, the one
representing Richard himself, and the other Queen Anne, both
reposing and crowned, having their right hands clasped in each
other, while they held sceptres in their left hands. The idea of
giving the two effigies this peculiar position, strongly expressed
the tenderness of Richard’s affection for Anne. A ball with a
cross was to be placed between the effigies. The feet of the king
were to rest on two lions, those of the queen on an eagle and
leopard; all of which animals are now lost. A table of the like
metal gilded, on which the images should be laid, was also to be
made, and it was to be ornamented with fretwork of flewrs-de-lis,
lions, eagles, and leopards, emblematical of the ancestral honours
of both the king and the queen; the fleurs-de-lis representing
France, the lions Bohemia, the eagles the empire, and the leopards
England. What is almost peculiar to this sepulchral monument,
the devices impressed both upon the eftigies and the table are made
entirely by fine punctures, without any engraved lines® Among
their other engagements, the contractors were to engrave on the

1 Stowe’s Annals, p. 303.—Baker’s Chronicle, p. 154.
2 Rymer’s Feedera, tom. iii., pars 1v., pp. 103, 106.
3 Archeologia, vol. xxix., pp. 32-59.
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monument suitable inscriptions, to be supplied them. The in-
scriptions were in Latin. The first part, in particular, is remark-
able for the touching tenderness and sympathy with which it
describes Anne’s personal attractions, mental virtues, and beneficent
life. Hence it may perhaps be concluded that it was written either
by Richard himself, or by one who knew her well, and appreciated
Ler worth. Of the first part we hazard the following translation :—

EPITAPH ON ANNE, WIFE OF RICHARD II., KING OF ENGLAND.

““The dust of Anne, the second Richard’s queen,
Lies now entombed beneath this spacious stone;
Her lovely form enchained wherever seen,
Her face with meek and radiant beauty shone.
Dear was her Saviour to her loving heart;
Her love and gentleness to all she showed;
In healing strifes she ever did her part ;
‘With peaceful thoughts her heavenly bosom glewed.
To her the poor, with want and care oppressed,
Could leok with hope for pity and relief;
‘With heart and hand she succoured the distressed,
Nor grudged the cost of want and pain and grief.
The lonely widow’s tears she wiped away,
And to the sick the healing draught she brought:
‘Wheever suffered found in her a stay;
To live for others—this she daily sought.”!

Richard was subsequently married to Isabella, daughter of Charles
VL of France, a princess only seven or eight years of age. He was
indifferent about a second marriage, and formed this alliance to con-
solidate a peace with France. After his death she was sent home,’
and became the wife of Charles, son and heir of the Duke of Orleans.
He survived Anne only five years, having shortly after his deposition
been starved to death by the usurper, Henry of Lancaster. He was

1 The next two lines, which we omit, simply state that she died on the 7th of July,
1394 ; but there is here a mistake as to the month, for, from some of her funeral letters,
still preserved, we learn that she died on the 7th of June.—Crull’s Antiguities of St.
Peter’s, or the Abbey Church of Westminster, pp. 175-177.

2 Baker’s Chronicle, p. 154.
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privately buried at Langley,! in the chapel of the Dominican friars,
none of the nobility nor of the gentlemen commoners being present.
He lay there till the year 1414, when his remains were removed
thence by King Henry V., and honourably entombed in St. Edward’s
chapel, Westminster Abbey, in the same spot where Anne was
buried. A Latin epitaph to his memory, expressing partly the
graces of his person, and partly the qualities of his mind, was ip-
scribed on the tomb.?

1 King’s Langley, in Hertfordshire, was formerly a royal mansion. Here was horn,
and from the place was named, Edmund de Langley, one of the sons of Edward IIL., and
Duke of York, and here was a little house of friar preachers.—Camden’s Britannia,
edit. London, 1789, vol. i., p. 339.

2 Holinshed's Chronicles, edit. London, 1808, vol. iii., pp. 14, 15. Crull incorrectly
represents the tomb of Anne and Richard as erected by Henry V. Tt was crected, as
we have seen, by Richard himself.

R ——



Hever Castle, Kent.

ANNE BOLEYN,

SECOND QUEEN OF HENRY VIIT.

CHAPTER L

FROM HER BIRTH TO HER MARRIAGE WITH HENRY VIIL

HE life of Anne Boleyn forms an interesting episode
in the history of the English Reformation. Without
intending it, she became the occasion of the ecclesias-
tical separation of England from the Papal supremacy.
Conquered by her engaging qualities, Henry VIII,
in order to gain her for his wife, persisted in demanding from the
Pope a divorce from his former queen, Katharine of Aragon, until
—his patience being exhausted by the refusal of his holiness, who,
by this demand, was thrown into the dilemma of displeasing either
Henry or Charles V., or placed “between the hammer and the
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forge,” as his holiness expressed it—he indignantly threw off the
Papal yoke, claiming to himself ecclesiastical supremacy within
his own dominiors. Anne having been thus the occasion of the
loss of so rich a prize as England to the Papal sce, her memory has
been assailed with the most indecent and virulent abuse by Popish
writers. They cannot mention her name without losing all temper,
and pouring forth a torrent of foaming, defamatory invective. This,
though natural, is unreasonable enough. It is to make it a erime for
a lady to be loved because she is lovely. It amounts to saying that
Anne, “like the forgotten abbess of Coldingham, when Danish pirates
were prowling around, should have mutilated her countenance in
order to make it ugly.” Like every other personage in the field of
history, her character and conduct are to be examined impartially
and without prejudice. If historical justice requires that her imper-
fections and faults should not be concealed, it also requires that she
should receive credit for whatever good qualities she possessed, and
whatever good actions she performed. In the sketch of her life now
proposed, it is not our wish to exalt her above her merits. In respect
of deep ardent piety, high Christian character, accurate and enlarged
acquaintance with evangelical truth, and moral intrepidity in main-
taining it, we do not place her on a level with Queen Katharine Parr-
Renée, Duchess of Ferrara, or Jane, Queen of Navarre. But neither
do we admit her to have been the Jezebel, the Messalina, the depraved
monster which foul-mouthed Popish slanderers pitilessly delight to
describe her. It is, happily, not necessary for the defence of the
English Reformation that we should lavish upon her unmerited en-
comiums. That great revolution did not originate with her. It had
been commenced by other instruments, for a variety of instrumen-
tality was employed by Providence in producing it. It was steadily
advancing previous to her elevation to royal honour and power, and
by her downfall, though thereby it suffered the loss of a protectress,
its progress was not to be arrested. New influences and new agents
were brought into operation for leavening England with the doctrines
of the Reformation, and for its more complete emancipation from the
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thraldom of the Papacy. But during the short period of her elevation
Anne had not surrendered herself to neutrality or indifference to the
new ecclesiastical movement. She had shown a zeal in encouraging
it, shown by none in high places before her time. She was the
patroness of Cranmer, Latimer, Tyndale, and others; and had her life
been prolonged, there was the prospect of her rendering still more
important services to the infant cause. This affords an additional
explanation of the inveterate hatred cherished against her by the
partizans of Popery. Perhaps no other personage in England was
regarded with more rancorous feelings at the Vatican; and Rome in
due time got a terrible revenge. Its emissaries were unceasingly
spreading snares for her, and her destruction at last, there is reason
to believe, was the result of a Popish conspiracy, combined with the
alienated affections and jealousy of Henry. On these grounds we
have given her a place in our sketches.

ANNE BoLEYN was the eldest daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn, by
his wife, Elizabeth Howard, daughter of Thomas Howard, Earl of
Surrey, and afterwards Duke of Norfolk. The usual residence of
her parents was at Rochford Hall, in Essex, but they also sometimes
resided at Blickling, near Aylsham, in Norfolk, and at this latter
place she was born! The exact date of her birth is uncertain.
Camden, an accurate antiquary, whose authority is of great weight,
and who lived not very remote from her own times, places it in the
year 1507 ;% and he is followed by Bayle and Burnet. But if the
statement made by Lord Herbert, that she was twenty years of age
at her return from France in 1521, be correct, and various circum-
stances tend to confirm it, she must have been born about the year
1501. The family of the Boleyns is supposed to be of French origin;
and Anne’s father, though only a knight, was nobly descended. His

1The erection of the present mansion of Blickling Hall was commenced by Sir
Henry Hobart, Bart., during the reign of James I, but not finished until the year
1628. It is one of the most perfect examples of architecture of that monarch’s time
remaining.—Baronial Halls of Englund, London, Chapmau, 1848, vol. ii.

2 Apparatus to his Annals, Rerum Anglicarum, &c., p. 2.
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grandfather, Sir Geoffrey Boleyn, who had been Lord Mayor of
London, was married to one of the daughters and heirs of Lord Hast-
ings ; and his mother was one of the daughters and heirs of the Earl
of Wiltshire and Ormond.! Sir Thomas was a man of learning and
ability, as well as a generous patron of learned men. Erasmus, whom
he admired and patronized, thus writes from personal knowledge
concerning him, in a letter to Damianus & Goes : “ He is a man whom
all unite in praising, almost the only learned man among the nobility,
and manifestly of a philosophic mind.” The same great scholar
applauds him for having the greatness of mind not to pride himself

upon a noble ancestry and honourable rank, but to seek the distine- ,

tion arising from the honoured studies of philosophy. Sir Thomas,
being a man of letters and of refined manners, had acquired a high
place in the esteem of Henry VIIL, all whose favourites, it must be
allowed, were men of superior capacity and attainments, whatever
they might be in other respects; and such was his reputation for
talents and discretion, that he was early and frequently sent on
important embassies to foreign courts. He appears to have been
habituated to serious thought ; and coming in contact, in the dis-
charge of his diplomatic duties, with men of liberal views in Germany
and other countries on the Continent, he embraced the new opinions.
Erasmus applauds him as more illustrious for the cultivation of piety,
than for the ornament of fortune. And in a letter to him he com-
mends his diligence in the study of the sacred volume: “I do the
more congratulate you, when I observe that the sacred Seriptures are
so0 precious to a man such as you, so powerful, a layman and a cour-
tier, and that you are actuated by a desire to possess that pearl of
price.” To Sir Thomas the world was indebted for some of the
labours which proceeded from the prolific pen of Erasmus. At his
request, that distinguished scholar wrote three treatises, one an Ex-
position of the Twenty-third Psalm, another an Exposition of the
Apostles’ Creed, and the third, Directions how to Prepare for Death.

1 Burnet’s Reformation, edit. Oxford, 1816, vol. i., p. 79.
2 Strype’s Cranmer, pp. 4, 5.—Jortin’s Life of Erasmus, vol.ii., pp. 42-49.
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His desiring Erasmus to favour him and the world with his thoughts
on these important subjects, bears testimony to the pious temper of
his mind.

Few memorials respecting Anne’s early education have been pre-
served. In the early period of her life, the education of English
ladies was less complete than some years later, when Sir Thomas
More, by his enthusiastic diligence in instructing his daughters in
solid learning, set an example which was zealously followed by
Henry VIIL and by the English nobility, in the tuition of their
daughters. Greater attention, however, appears to have been be-
stowed upon the education of Anne than was common at that time,
even in regard to ladies of her own rank; a circumstance probably
owing to her father’s taste for letters. She studied with assiduity and
suceess the French language under a French governess, called Simo-
nette, and in that language, as well as in her own, she frequently corre-
sponded with her father during his absence at court. She also received
lessons in Latin, though it may be doubted whether the same pains
had been taken to make her a proficient in that tongue as in the
French. She was carefully instructed in music, singing, and dancing,
as also in the use of the needle, then reckoned an essential accom-
plishment of ladies of the first rank, since much of their leisure time
in mature years was employed in tapestry work, an occupation which,
by ladies in our day, would perhaps be considered somewhat mono-
tonous and irksome. Her father, it would appear, proud of the pro-
mising mental capacity, beanty, and loveliness of his daughter, while
desirous that she should be good, was ambitious to give her every
elegant accomplishment fitted to make her shine in courts. Hence
his avidity in embracing an early opportunity of sending her to
France, where, it was then thought, the most polished mauners were
to be acquired.

In the autumn of the year 1514, when in the fourteenth year of her
age, she was honoured by being appointed one of the attendants of
Henry the Eighth’s sister, the Princess Mary, who, having been affi-
anced to Louis XIIL., went to France with a considerable retinue to
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have the marriage consummated.! On receiving from her father a
letter informing her of his hope of obtaining for her this honourable
appointment, intimating his desire that she should appear at eourt
in a manner creditable to herself and him,and pressing upen her the
importance of a pious and exemplary deportment, she, in her reply,
written in French, expresses her delight at the prospect of being in-
troduced into the society of the princessa as what would contribute
greatly to improve her both in speaking and writing good French ;
tells him that her governess, Simonette, had left the composition of
this letter entirely to herself, that nobody might know what she was
writing to him ; and assures him of her resolution to lead as holy a
life as he could desire? From the knowledge this letter displays,
and from the excellence of its composition, it is evident that she
must have been older than Camden’s date of her birth would make
her. A child of seven years of age could not have written such a
letter. Besides, her father, it is probable, would not have sought for
her, nor would he have obtained for her at so early an age, an
appointment as attendant on the Princess Mary.

Mary and her suite having proceeded to France, she was married
to Louis on the 9th of October, 1514, in the church of St. Denis, with
becoming splendour and ceremony. Louis having died on the 1st of
January, 1515, his widow soon after married Charles Brandon, Duke
of Suffolk, and returned to England. But Aune, instead of return-
ing with her, remained in France at the desire of her father, or of
some others of her friends, and was preferred, probably upon the
recommendation of Mary the Queen-Dowager, her former mistress,
to an honourable situation in the court of Claude, daughter of
Louis XII., and, queen-consort of Francis I., a young princess of
retired habits, of uncorrupted virtue, sincerely pious, though her
piety was tinged with superstition, and who, in order to preserve the
moral purity of her court, maintained in it those salutary restraints

! Her name appears in the list of the Princess Mary’s retinue, signed by Louis XII.
—Ellis’s Original Letters, first series, vol. i., p. 116.
2 Ellis’s Original Letters, second series, vol. ii., p. 10.
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which had been introduced by her mother, Anne of Bretagne: To
the young ladies of the nobility who were her attendants, her palace
was a school of virtue and instruction. Their hours of leisure were
employed in embroidery or in similar useful occupations, and their
intercourse with the other sex was only permitted under such re-
strictions as might tend to preserve decorum and purity of manners.

During her residence in the French court, Anne enjoyed the benefit
of the society of the beloved sister of Francis I., Margaret of Valois,
then Duchess of Alengon, and afterwards Queen of Navarre, a lady
not less distinguished for her virtues than for her talents, the
patroness of letters, scholars, poets, and philosophers, and a nursing
mother to the Reformed Church in France in its infancy. She had
also the advantage of the society of those learned and liberal-minded
men whom this enlightened and accomplished princess brought to
the palace for the intellectual improvement of herself and of others
in the court. Anne being of a lively and gay humour, the society of
Margaret of Valois, in whom the lively and the grave werc happily
blended, would relieve the sombre monotony felt by a young person
of vivacity in the society of Claude, whose sedate retiring manners
were partly owing to ill-health, and partly to natural disposition.
She had the pleasure, too, of often seeing her father, whom official
duties frequently brought to Paris.

Henry VIII having proclaimed war against France in 1522, Anne
returned to England, to the deep regret of the French monarch, and
especially of Queen Claude, who, with much reluctance, allowed her
to depart. Her father, who was then ambassador at the French
court, being recalled, is said by some historians’ to have brought her

1 As Lord Herbert, who is followed by Burnet and Rapin. Miss Berger says, that
“a formal requisition was made to Francis for her restoration, and that Anne in con-
sequence returned to Englaad, under whose protection is not specified by any bis-
torian,”— Life of Anne Boleyn, vol.i., p. 197. Camden, Sir Roger Twysden, and several
other writers, seem to have been ignorant of the fact, which is row fully estahlished,
that abe returned to England in 1522, for they make no mention of it, saying that
she coutinued in the French court till the death of Claude, which took place in July,
1524, after which, not being yet wearied of France, she was reccived into an bonour-
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over with him to England. On his return, from his favour with
Henry, he had little difficulty in obtaining for her an appointment as
one of Queen Katharine’s maids of honour. She is said to have been
the most admired star in the French court, and she returned with all
the advantages which French politesse could add to an English beauty.
Gay, sprightly, witty, graceful in her carriage, affable in her be-
haviour, tasteful in her dress, singing with a voice melodious, sweet,
touching, like that of the nightingale; mingling in the dance with
the ease and skill of a perfect mistress in the art—possessing such a
choice assemblage of charms, she was an object likely to be admired
and caressed in the English court. Nor was she without a share of
coquetry; and with her fine bright eyes she knew how to conquer;
for,

¢ Much as her form seduc’d the sight,

Her eyes could even more surely woo;

And when, and how to shoot their light
Into men’s hearts, full well she knew.

For, sometimes, in repose, she hid

Their rays beneath a downcast lid ;

And then, again, with wakening air,
‘Would send their sunny glances out,

Like heralds of delight, to bear

Her heart’s sweet messages about.”!

1t is, however, only justice to add, that at this period her manners,
even according to the testimony of her greatest enemies, were marked
by exemplary modesty.

After her introduction to the court,a romantic attachment sprung
up between Anne and Lord Percy, the son and heir of the Earl of
Northumberland. But their affectionate intimacy was broken up by
the king, who, smitten by her engaging qualities, was uneasy at the
thought that another should possess her heart; and disclosing his
feelings to Cardinal Wolsey, employed the prelate to put an end to

able situation in the household of Margaret of Valois, Duchess of Alengon.—Caven-
dish’s Life of Wolsey, edited by Singer, vol. i,, pp. 55-58.

! Metrical Histoire d’Anne Boleyn, quoted and translated in Edinburgh Review
for March, 1827, p. 323.
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the correspondence between her and that young nobleman. The .
Cardinal, ready to gratify Henry's wishes, never dreaming that she
would rise higher than a royal mistress, severely reprimanded Percy
for making love to “a foolish girl,” beneath him in rank, without ask-
ing his father’s and the king’s consent ; and with the aid of the father,
the Earl of Northumberland, he succeeded in terminating the court-
ship, for which he was afterwards regarded with no friendly feelings
by either of the lovers. It mayindeed be doubted whether Anne,
though she suppressed her resentment, and even afterwards professed
the warmest friendship towards him when she thought him willing
and able to advance her schemes of ambition, ever fully forgave him
for the part he acted on this occasion. She was sent away from the
court to her father's house of Hever Castle, in Kent,' while Lord
Percy, though permitted to remain at court, was forced to marry
Lady Mary Talbot, daughter to George, Earl of Shrewsbury, which
turned out a most unhappy union.®* His marriage with that lady
was solemnized in the autumn of the year 1523, as appears from a
letter written by Anne’s cousin, the Earl of Surrey, dated September
12, that year, in which he says, “The marriage of my Lord Percy
shall be with my lord steward’s (Shrewsbury’s) daughter, whereof I
am glad. The chief baron is with my Lord of Northumberland to
conclude the marriage.”® Thisletter fixes 1523 as the year in which
Anne was thus crossed, in what appears to have been her first love.

Some time after Henry unexpectedly paid her a visitat Hever Castle,
but knowing or suspecting his errand, she determined not to encou-
rage his love advances, and, under pretence of indisposition, took to
her chamber, which she did not again quit till after his departure. *
To ingratiate himself in her favour, he created her father Viscount
Rochford, on June 18, 1525; and, to bring the whole family to the
court, he appointed him treasurer of the royal household, and William

1 This castle is still in good repair. Itis at present in possession of the Medleys.
2 Cavendish’s Life of Wolsey, vol. i, pp. 57-69.

3 Lingard’s History of England, vol. vi., p. 112,

< Lingard.
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Carey, her sister Mary’s husband, a gentleman of the privy chamber.
But her high spirit did not easily forget the affront put upon her by
her dismissal from court, and the loss of her beloved Perey, whose
countess, as Lord Herbert perhaps rightly observes, she would
rather have been, than Henry’s queen. Such was her continued
chagrin, that she would not appear at court. Henry thus saw that
her heart was not to be moulded to his wishes like wax ; and when
he first avowed his passion for her,she gave him distinctly to under-
stand that she was not to stoop to dishonour. “Most noble king!”
she replied, falling on her knees, “ I will rather lose my life than my
virtue, which shall be the greatest and the best part of the dowry
that I shall bring my husband.” By this honourable repulse Henry

Part of the Galleiy in Hever Castle.

was not to be discouraged, and conscious of the splendid advantages
he possessed, he declared that he would not abandon hope. Her
answer was becoming a woman of virtue and self-respect : “ I under-
stand not, most mighty king! how you should retain any such hope.
Your wife I cannot be, both in respect of my own unworthiness, and

L)
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also because you have a queen already, and your mistress I will not
be.”t Even Sanders and Cardinal Pole, who have so fiercely defamed
her, admit that she had declared it to the monarch to be her resolu-
tion to devote her virtue to her husband, and to no one else. But
not allowing her to have possessed a single good quality, the inter-
pretation they put upon this is, that she was ambitious of becoming
queen-consort; a dignity to which she would have had little chance
of being raised had she been willing to be Henry’s mistress® But
so improbable at that time was the prospect of her attaining such an
elevation, that nothing, save the most inveterate prejudice, would
ascribe the expression of her virtuous determination to a speculation
of the contingenecy of her becoming queen. How does the case stand?
The question of Henry’s divorce from Katharine of Aragon had not
then been moved. Were we, however, to grant that there had been
some secret motions respecting it, its ever taking place was far from
certain, It would be unpopular in England. It would meet with
the most strenuous opposition from Charles V. That the Pope would
grant it was extremely doubtful. And even should it be obtained,
that a high-minded monarch should set aside the considerations of
state policy, which were repugnant to his marrying a subject, and
condescend to wed one of Anne’s comparatively humble rank, who
was the servant of bis own queen, was what she could hardly have

1 These particulars are taken from the Sloune MS,, Life of Henry VIIL., from his
falling in love with Anne Boleyn to the death of Queen Katharine, in the British
Museum, No.249. This MS. was written in the 16th century, and as it takes the
Papal side, its testimony in her favour is the more valuable.

¢ Sanders, De Schism. Angl., p. 26.—Pol. ad Reg. Scotl., p. 176. Turner, in his
History of the Reign of Henry VIII. (vol. ii,, p. 191), speaking of Sanders’s libels
against Anne and her family, says, “More wilful calumnies, T believe, never issued
either from the pen or the press. He has a command of Latin style, but a most bitter
mind against the English Reformation. The very next sentence after his defamatjon
of Anne, shows us why heinserted it: ‘She was addicted to the Lutheran heresy.’”
—De Schism., p. 25. Pole, in his work Pro Ecclesiastice Unitatis Defensione, a work
submitted to the revisal of the Roman pontiff, and the first edition of which was
printed at Rome, heaps upon her the vilest slanders, and never mentions her name
without applying to her some deeply defamatory sobriquet, as * meretricula,” p. 390 ;
‘ adulterinam,” p. 266 ; “ meretricio amore,” p. 336 ; “ scortum,” p. 280; “ nova Jeze-
bel,” p. 399, &e.
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dreamed of, even in the enchanting moments when fancy most gor-
geously painted the future. Can her becoming answers to the king
be then justly represented as intended to cloak over ambitious
designs with the semblance of virtue, as the cool and crafty caleula-
tion of the chances of dispossessing Katharine of Aragon, and suc-
ceeding her as Henry’s wife and queen? It is more natural, as well
as more just, to regard them as the unsophisticated utterances of a
heart which trembled at the thought of sullied virtue and a dis-
honoured name.

In hisendeavours to induce her to return to the court, Henry con-
tinued unremitting, and wrote her several entreating letters, breath-
ing professions of the most ardent affection. But still she could not
be prevailed upon to revisit the spot where her dearest and earliest
hopes lay buried. After remaining for some time in her father’s
house, sorrowfully ruminating on her blighted prospeets, she is sup-
posed by Bishop Burnet to have gone again to France, and entered
the service of her old friend and patroness, Margaret of Valois,
Duchess of Alengon. This journey, if it took place, would be about
the beginning of the year 1526, when Francis I. had been released
from his captivity in Spain, to the great joy of France,and especially
of his sister, the Duchess of Alengon. Anne is supposed by the same
historian to have returned to England with her father in 1627, when
he was recalled from France, whither he had been sent that year,
along with Sir Anthony Brown, to take the oath of the French king
to a solemn league not long before concluded betwixt the erowns of
England and France.!

The cause of Anne’s final return from France to England may have
been the marriage of her mistress, Margaret, with Henry d’Albret,
King of Navarre, in the beginning of the year 1527. That event
having rendered it necessary for Margaret to leave France for the
family residence of the kings of Navarre, in Gascogne or Bearn, Sir
Thomas Boleyn, naturally preferring that his daughter should return

1 Heylin’s History of the Reformation, edit. London, 1561, p. 86.

-
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to England and to the English court, rather than retire to that
secluded residence among the Pyrenees, brought her home to England.
By some Roman Catholic writers, as Sanders and Cardinal Pole,
Anne is represented as having sunk, when in France, to the lowest
depth of hackneyed and shameless profligacy. So extravagantly
gross are their scandalous accusations, that to extract them would be
to pollute our pages; but this extravagant grossness is in itself a
sufficient proof that they are malignant slanders.’! The court of
France during the period of Anne’s residence in it was a school of
virtue, and not that hotbed of licentiousness which it became during
the later years of the reign of Francis I.; and this her father knew,
for his diplomatic engagements had given him an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with its manners and habits. Had she been
so notoriously abandoned as to become a bye-word and a proverb
among all classes of Paris, as these Popish writers would have us to
believe, a queen of the strict virtue of Claude would not have con-
tinued to retain her around her person. Besides, it is incredible,
upon such a supposition, that her father, who must have known what
every body in Paris knew, would have permitted her to remain in a
situation where her virtue had been lost and her character ruined.
Nor, in the case supposed, would Katharine, queen of Henry VIIL,
a woman of unimpeachable moral purity, though superstitious, have
consented to receive her as onme of her maids of honour. Henry,
who through Wolsey and his ambassadors was minutely acquainted
with every court of Europe, must have known it well, had she been
the infamous character described by these scandalmongers. And
yet Henry, after his marriage, speaks to the Pope of “ her approved
and excellent virtues ; that is to say, the purity of her life, her con-.
stant virginity, her maidenly and womanly pudicity, her soberness

t Not content with defaming Anne, they are equally zealous in assailing the repu-
tation of her mother and sister.—See these slanders combated in Burnet’s Reformation,
vol. i,, pp. 74-78; and in Turner’s Reign of Henry VIIL, vol. i, pp. 191, 430. Miss Wood,
on the strength of an old MS, vindicates the mother, but surrenders the defence of
the daughter Mary.—Letters of Royal and Illustrious Ladies, vol i, p, 193.
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her chasteness, her meekness, her wisdom.”™  “This,” says Turner,
“is the king’s own portrait of her, after six years acquaintance, and
amid all the enmity that attacked her.”? Even Cavendish, the
gentleman-usher of Cardinal Wolsey, who knew her well, and who
was the reverse of prepossessed in her favour, speaks of her at the
time of her return to England, and when she first became the object
of Henry’s affections, as a lady of unblemished reputation. In his
Metrical Versions he introduces her as saying to Henry,

¢ At home with my father a maiden he found me.”3

The residence of Anne in the royal family of France was well
calculated to enlarge and liberalize her mind in matters of religion.
The social circle in which she there moved, if it did not go the
length of throwing off the Papal yoke, and branding his holiness as
the Antichrist and the Man of Sin foretold in Scripture, was yet fully
alive to the corruptions of the Popish Church, in so far as related
to the lives of the clergy. It freely canvassed and sharply censured
the character of the Papal hierarchy, from the Pope downwards,
their ambition, avarice, idleness, libertinism. TLouis XIT. had been
engaged in war with that restless and domineering pontiff Julius IT,,
and setting at defiance the anathemas of the Vatican, had contem-
plated the deposition of his holiness, and the introduetion of great
ecclesiastical changes in France; and this had the effect of weaken-
ing the power of superstition over the minds of the French courtiers,
and of impregnating them, so far, with liberal views.* Francis I.
threatened to wrench the Church of France from its connection with
the Papal throne, should an ecclesiastic whom he disliked be chosen

* to the primacy. His mother Louise lets us see, by some passages in
her journal, how her mind had been emancipated from a blind abject
devotion to the Papacy. In December, 1522, she makes this entry:

! Burnet’s Reformation, vol. vi., p. 84.

2 Reign of Henry VIIL, p. 202.

3 Life of Wolsey, vol. i1, p. 41.

4 Turner’s Reign of Henry VIII., vol. i., p. €8.
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“ My son and I, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, begin to know the
hypocrites, white, black, gray, smoky, of all colours —from whom
may Heaven, of its clemency and infinite goodness, defend us; for if
Jesus Christ did not speak falsely, there is not a more dangerous
rival in all human nature.”! Margaret of Valois, the most intellec-
tual personage of the court, and a woman whose winning manners,
combined with her talents, gave her great influence over others, had
equally little veneration for the Roman pontiff and the shavelings of
the Papal hierarchy. Cardinal Wolsey, when ambassador in France
in 1521, says in one of his despatches, “I devised with the king’s
sister, and she showed me many things of the Pope’s act, which, if it
be as she saith, his deeds be as little to his honour as may be.” *
And when the light of the Reformation broke in upon France, bring-
ing into view the pure doctrines of the gospel, which had been for
ages obscured and overlaid by the impieties, superstitions, and
absurdities of Popery, this illustrious lady was attracted by the
simplicity and beauty of divine truth. She became devoted to the
reading and study of the sacred Scriptures, and earnestly inculcated
the reading and study of them upon others. She was the friend and
patroness of such men as Brigonnet, Lefevre of Etaples, Farel, Vat-
able, Arnold and Gerard Roussel, and other ardent apostles of reform.
She delighted in conversing with them on the great doctrines of the
gospel, and listened with the deepest attention and interest to their
interpretations of God’s Word, as well as encouraged them in boldly
proclaiming the truth in Paris. Such was the society in which
Anne Boleyn was daily and hourly mingling, and such were the excit-
ing topics which occupied no inconsiderable share of its attention
and conversation. We have, indeed, no definite information as to
its influence in the formation of her religious sentiments ; but from
what we know of them afterwards, it may fairly be concluded that
the exposures of the Popish Church she heard in the French court,

VP, 434,
2 MS. letter, dated 2d August, quoted in Turner’s Reign of Henry VIII, vol. i.
p. 270.
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had the effect of impairing, if not of destroying, her veneration for
the Popedom, and that listening to the exposition of the pure
doctrines of the gospel, pouring like honey from the honeycomb
from the persuasive lips of Margaret of Valois, or of her protégés,
she perceived their reasonableness and their truth. English and
French historians of the best authority, agree in admitting that it
was from her residence and intercourse with Margaret of Valois
that she received the first grounds of the Protestant religion, and
that to this source is to be traced the value which, as was afterwards
shown, she attached to the Sacred Volume, and the protection she
extended to such as were active in its circulation.

‘Whether Burnet’s supposition as to Anne’s return to France be
correct or not, it is certain that she did not again appear at the
English court till after an absence of four years, namely, in 1527,
when, Henry’s contemplated divorce from his queen, Katharine of
Aragon, had become generally known,' and formed the all-engross-
ing conversational topic of the day. '

On the return of Anne from France, Henry was as deeply ena-
moured with her as ever, and she was reappointed one of Queen
Katharine’s maids of honour. Hitherto, delicacy and respect for
Katharine, her mistress, together with the shock given, by the loss
of Lord Percy, to her affections, which she could not easily transfer
to Henry, made her discourage his tender aspirations. “She stood
still upon her guard,” says an old memorialist, “and was not easily
carried away with all this appearance of happiness; first, on account
of the love she bare ever to the queen, whom she served, a personage
of great virtue; and secondly, she imagined that there would be less
freedom in her union with her lord and king, than with one still more
suitable to her estate.”* This was true of her feelings and conduct

! The news “by secret ways and means ” had reached Margaret, governess of Flan-
ders, in August, 1527.—Letter of Wolsey to Henry VIIL, dated Amyas, 11th Augnst
[1527], in State Papers, vol. i, p. 254. And about the same time they had reached
Charles V.—Letter of Wolsey to Henry VIIL, dated Campeigne, 5th September
[1527], in ibid., vol. i., p. 257.

2 The Life of the Virtuous, Christian, and Renowned Queen 4nne Boleyn, by George
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for some years after her dismissal from the court; and after her
return to it in 1527, she was deaf to his passionate addresses for
more than a year! To gain her heart he loaded her with presents,
and, among other tokens of affection, he is said to have presented
her with a horologe. At last, the united importunities of Henry,

Horologe presented by Henry VIII. to Anne Boleyn.

Wyatt, written at the close of the 16th century, in Cavendish’s Life of Wolsey, vol. ii
The author was grandson of the poet, George Wyatt, Esq., and sixth son and heir of Sir
Thomas Wyatt the younger, who was beheaded for rebellion i the first year of the
reign of Queen Mary. He derived his information, as he tells us, from Miss Anne
Gainsford, who attended on Anne hoth before and after she was queen, aud from
another lady of noble birth, a relative of his owi.

! This appears from the love-letters Henry wrote to her after her return from
France. 1f a letter in Miss Wood’s Letters of Royal, &c., vol. ii., p. 14, translated
from Leti’s Italian Life of Queen Elizabeth, said to be from Anne Boleyn to Heary,
be gennine, the fact would be quite the reverse. From internal evidence it must refer
—for it is without date—to the time of her appointment to be maid of hononr to Queen
Kathariue in 1527, and it expresses the most idolatrons affection for Henry, and a
readiness to do or become whatever he should please. But this is so contrary to the
whole tenor of Henry's unquestionably authentic love-letters to ler at this period,
which show that she acted with great veserve, that we cannot believe in its anthenti-
city. Leti, indeed, too often draws upon his imagination to be an authority of much
weight. Most of these love-letters of Heury to her are in French. The originals are in
the Vatican at Rome, forming part of the Codices Vaticani, No, 3731. They were
obtained, it has been supposed, “ by some secret management, probably by Wolsey’s
aid, and sent to Rome by Cardinal Campeggio. . . - . . They have been pub-
lished, incorrectly in some parts, in the third volume of the IHarleian Miscellany,
pp. 52-62, and elsewhere. Mr.Gun has given the most complete edition of them, being
seventeen, in the Pamphleteer, Nos. 42 and 43, correctly copied from autographs in
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her father, and others of her friends, who assured her that the
king’s marriage with Katharine was contrary to the divine law,
and that the divorce was what must take place, prevailed, and she
not only encouraged his advances, but became dazzled by the gilded
splendours of royalty. The expectation of being one day the queen
of the greatest monarch in Europe, became the pivot upon which her
thoughts began and continued to turn. Still, perhaps, every now
and then she wavered, partly from compunctions of conscience at the
thought of inflicting wrong upon Katharine, and partly from the
apprehension of finding the situation of queen-consort in the circum-
stances far from enviable ; and it was not till Campeggio came to the
English court, in October, 1529, with the professed design of granting
the divorce, but with the real intention of doing nothing, that, seeing
the highest anthorities in the church, and her greatest enemies to all
appearance favouring her advancement, she ceased to hesitate.!
Wolsey, though not ignorant of Henry’s vehement affection for
Anne, probably never dreamed of its going farther than making her
his mistress; or he imagined that if the monarch, in the fever of
passion, had resolved upon making her his wife and queen, he would
gradually cool and alter his intention.? It may be doubted whether
Henry himself, till the last half of the year 1527, had decidedly and
irrevocably formed such a resolution. Between July and October
that year Wolsey was in France, negotiating a matrimonial alliance
between his master and Renée, daughter of Louis XIL, afterwards
Duchess of Ferrara. This looks as if Henry’s mind had not been
altogether made up as to whom he should marry upon the divorce of
his present queen. But his passion for Anne mightily increased

the Vatican palace, with a valuable introduction, and some fac-similies of the writing
and notes.”—Tarner’s History of the Reign of IHenry VIII, vol. ii., p. 227. Turner
has given the most of them in that work. “Their respectful language,” he justly
observes, “ is an irresistible attestation of Anne Boleyn’a virtue, and of the impression
it had made upon her royal admirer.”  Our limits prevent us from giving an abstract
of these effusiona of royal affection.

1 This is proved from Henry's love-lettera to her.—See D’Aubigné’s Reformation in
England, book xx., chap. iii.

s Cavendish's Life of Wolsey, vol. i., p. 67. /
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during Wolsey’s absence, and obstacles being thrown in the way of
his obtaining Renée, probably by the King of France, he recalled the
cardinal, and disclosed to him his intention of making Anne his
wife. Astounded at the announcement, and disapproving of the
match, the prelate fell at the feet of the monarch, imploring him for
several hours, with the greatest earnestness, to reconsider his resolu-
tion. The monarch was inflexible. His purpose he was determined
to accomplish, cost what it might. Wolsey behoved to yield his
political and personal motives to the will of his master.’

The liberal views acquired by Anne in the court of Claude, Queen
of France, and in the court of Margaret of Valois, Queen of Navarre,
prepared her for reading, without prepossession, heretical books.
Among other books of this kind she read with much interest Tyn-
dale’s Obedience of a Christian Man—a bold performance, in which the
author vindicates the diffusion of the Scriptures in the mother
tongue, unfolds the duties of men in their different relations and
conditions of life, exposes the false power claimed by the Pope, and
condemns the Popish doctrines of penance, confession, satisfactions,
absolution, miracles, the worshipping of saints, and other Popish
dogmas.

The history of a book, could it be told, would often be as remark-
able and instructive as that of an individual. Anne’s copy of Tyn-
dale’s work caused some striking incidents about the year 1529. It
converted one of her household to Protestantism ; it had well-nigh
brought down upon his head the penalties of heresy; and it ulti-
mately fell into the hands of Henry, who read it with advantage.
She had lent it to a beautiful young lady, one of her attendants,
Miss Gainsford; or, according to another account, this lady, finding
it lying in a window where her mistress had left it, took it up to

1 Anne, in one letter addressed to the cardinal, expresses the warmest gratitnde for
his efforts to obtain for her the crown matrimonial of England. In another, written to
him after he had “abandoned her interests to embrace those of the queen,” she is full
of indignation. She cannot comprehend how, after *“ having allured her and Ienry,
by so many fine promises about divorce,” he had endeavoured “ to hinder the con-
summation of it.”—Miss Wood's Letters of Royal and Itlustrious Ladies, vol. ii,
pp 46, 48.




76 Ladies of the Reformation. [ENGLAND.

read it. But in whatever way it fell into her hands, she was em-
ployed in reading it when a young gentleman, also in Anne’s service,
of comely person and great suavity of disposition, named George
Zouch, who was courting her, and to whom she was afterwards
married, paid her one of his visits. Zouch, wishing to have some
tender and agreeable talk with his fair Geraldine, was annoyed at
the apparently exclusive attention she was bestowing upon the book ;
and he snatched it from her hands in frolic. At this moment, being

Miss Gainsford and Zouch, her lover,

called to attend on her mistress, she left him; and as she did not
return for a considerable time, he went away, carrying with him the
book, thinking it was her own. Retiring to his own apartment, he
began to read it ; his attention was instantly rivetted by its contents;
it opened up to him new views, and awakened in him new thoughts.
“ The Spirit of God,” says the old annalist quoted by Strype, “spake
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now in the heart of the reader as at first it did in the heart of the
author of the book, so that he ‘was never well but when he was read-
ing it” Miss Gainsford, afraid of offending her mistress, entreated
him with tears to deliver it up. So deeply had it impressed him,
and so earnest was he to master its doctrines, that “ he was as ready to
weep ” at the thought of parting with it, and he still keptit. He even
carried it with him when he attended the chapel royal; and at the
very time when the musie, chantings, kneelings, crossings, and mut-
terings in an unknown tongue were going on, he stood poring over .
it, heedless of the superstitious services performing before him. Dr.
Sampson, dean of the chapel, who usually officiated, observing his
attention wholly absorbed in reading some book, the curiosity of the
dean was excited, and calling the young gentleman up to him, he
rudely took the book out of his hands, and perceiving from the title-
page its heretical character, demanded, in an impertinent and snap-
pish tone, as if little doubting that he had encountered a real heretic,
“What is your name, and in whose service are you?’ The dean
afterwards delivered the book to Cardinal Wolsey, who had enjoined
the clergy, and especially Dr. Sampson, to exercise the strictest
vigilance in order to prevent heretical books from obtaining circula-
tion, or getting into the hands of the king, lest they shounld corrupt
his Roman Catholic principles, and make him an enemy of the
church. Zouch being sent for by the cardinal, was fully examined
concerning the book, and he would have been brought into trouble,
had it not been found that he was in the service of a lady so beloved
by the king as was Anne Boleyn, which made the cardinal think it
would be better to delay proceeding farther till he had first consulted
his majesty. Meanwhile Zouch, having explained the whole affair to
Miss Gainsford, the young lady, in dread of having involved both her-
self and her mistress in danger, fell on her knees before Anne, and
telling her all the facts of the case, implored forgiveness. Anne
heard all without expressing the least dissatisfaction, either with the
lady or with her lover; but knowing that for any person to have
such a book in his possession was enough to convict him of heresy,
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and, consequently, to bring him to the stake, and convinced that Dr.
Sampson and Wolsey, had it been in their power, would have made
this circumstance the means of ruining her attendants, and ulti-
mately herself, her anger kindling against these men, she said, “Well,
it shall be the dearest book that ever the dean or the cardinal took
away.” Without delay she went to the king, and falling down on
her knees before him, imparted to him the whole matter, informed
him that the book was hers, prayed him to cause it to be restored,

_and tenderly besought him to read it for himself, as it was not so
detestable a production as Dr. Sampson and Wolsey would have him
to believe, telling him that she had noted various passages with
the nail of her finger as being, in her judgment, especially worthy
of the attention of his majesty. '

After she had withdrawn from the royal presence, Wolsey entered
with the book in his hand, to point out such of its heresies as he
thought would rouse the indignation of the monarch, and to com-
plain of the favourers of such books in general, and particularly of
women, with the design, as may be supposed, of proceeding more
directly to attack Anne, had he found the king favourably disposed.
But Henry, who before this had become cold towards the cardinal,
took the book into his hand, and opening it, observed the passages
marked by Anne with her nail, at which he hastily glanced,
remarking that they seemed very good. He examined the book
more carefully in his closet, and was so delighted with its denuncia-
tions of Papal usurpations, and its vindication of regal and magis-
tratical authority, that he afterwards said to Anne, “ This book is
for me and for 2ll kings to read.”!

! The authorities for the preceding narrative as to Anne’s copy of Tyndale’s Ode-
dience of a Christian Man, are Strype, who derives his account from Foxe's MSS.
(Mem. Eccl, vol. i, part i, pp. 171-173); and Wyatt, in his Life of Adnne Boleyn,
(printed in Cavendish’s Wolsey, vol. ii., pp. 200-205), who got his information from
Miss Gainsford herself. The latter authority records the anecdote less circumstantially
then the former, and with some slight variations. In the text we have combined all
the particulars supplied by the two annalists. Dr. D’Aubigné, iu his History of the Refor-
mation in England, hook xx., chap. x., has extended the narrative to much greater
length, interweaving various extracts from Tyndale’s book, and throwing them iuto a
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According to the chronicler from whom Strype derives his nar-
rative, the reading of Tyndale’s work had a powerful influence in
opening Henry’s eyes to the truth, and in causing him to pursue
the course by which England was emancipated from Papal domina-
tion. “In a little time,” says he, “by the help of this virtuous lady,
by the means aforesaid, the king had his eyes opened to the truth, to
advance God’s religion and glory, to abhor the Pope’s doctrine, his lies,
his pomp and pride, to deliver his subjects out of Egyptian darkness,
the Babylonian bonds that the Pope had brought his subjects under.
And so contemning the threats of all the world, rebellions of his
subjects at home, and the raging of so many and mighty potentates
abroad, he set forward a reformation in religion, beginning with
the triple-crowned head'® at first, and so came down to the members,
bishops, abbots, priests, and such like.” To the eulogium pro-
nounced in the first part of this extract Henry is certainly not
entitled. His eyes were never opened to the truth; his aim never
was to advance God's religion and glory; he never abhorred the
Pope’s doctrine and lies. And perhaps also, in the latter part of the
extract, fully too much is attributed to the incident of the monarch’s
reading The Obedience of a Christian Man. For some years after he
had no intention of throwing off the Pope’s authority, a step to which
at last, contrary to his wishes, he was impelled by his violent and
impetuous temper, in consequence of the Pope’s refusal to grant him
the much-wished-for divorce. Tyndale’s work, however, having
been brought under his notice at a time when he was quite in a

dramatic form ;—as an example of the manner in which this
gifted and popular author sometimes dramatizes his historical -
compositions,

1 “The first pope who caused himself to be crowned was
Damasus IL, in the year 1048; which ceremony has since been
observed by ull his successors. Urban V., by others reckoned
VI., was the first who used the triple crown, commonly called
the tiara, which he did to show that the pretended vicar of
Christ is possessed of a threefold power, the pontifical, imperial,

The Tinra. and royal. For the aame reason Peter was wont to be painted,
ag may be seen still in the palace of the Vatican, holding three keys in his right
hand,”—Bruce’s Free Thoughts on the Toleration of Pepery, p. 38.
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temper for reading a powerfully-written book, in vindication of the
authority of kings and rulers, in opposition to the encroachments of
& usurping priesthood, may have contributed not inconsiderably to
weaken his veneration for the Roman see; and the commendation
he pronounced upon it may therefore have been sincere, and not
merely the flattering compliment of a wooer, intended to gain the
good graces of the lady who had recommended it to him for his
perusal.

At last having obtained an opinion favourable to his wishes from
the majority of foreign universities, which, at the suggestion of
Thomas Cranmer, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, he had
consulted, Henry, indignant at the dissimulation and delays of the
Pope, from whom he was now hopeless of obtaining a divorce, cut
for himself the Gordian knot by marrying Anne Boleyn about the
25th of January, 1533. This is the date assigned by Stow in his
Annals, who states that the ceremony was performed by Dr. Row-
land Lee, afterwards Bishop of Chester. Cranmer says, “It was
much about St. Panl's day,” that is, the 25th of January.! It was
reported throughout a great part of the kingdom that Cranmer had
performed the ceremony ; but he denies the truth of this report, and
affirms that he “ knew not thereof a fortnight after it was done.” ®
‘Whether the marriage was preceded by the private divorce of Henry
from Katharine of Aragon, though this is asserted by various con-
temporary authorities,® is doubtful. If no divorce preceded it, he
would satisfy himself by resting its validity on the ground that his
first marriage, being contrary to the law of God, was void from the

beginning.

1 Hall and Holinshed, perhaps erroneously, give an earlier date, namely, St. Erken-
wald’a day, 14th Naovember, 1532, the very day on which Henry and Annpe arrived at
Dover, from their interview with Francis I. of France, at Calais and Boulogne.

2 Fllis’s Original Letters, first series, vol. ii,, pp. 33-40.

3 These authorities are quoted by Turner in his Reign of Henry VIII,vol. ii,, p 333.
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CHAPTER 1II.

INDIGNATION OF POPISH PRIESTS AT HER MARRIAGE WITH HENRY VI,
AND HER PATRONAGE OF THE REFORMERS AND OF LEARNING.

A VIOLENT outery was raised against Henry’s marriage with Anne
by the Popish priests, all of whom, with the exception of such as
had been infected with heresy, were in favour of Queen Katharine
and of the legality of her marriage. One of them, Friar Peto, of the
order of the Observants of Greenwich monastery, and Queen Katha-
rine’s confessor, openly denounced the monarch in a sermon preached
before his majesty, in the royal chapel at Greenwich, on the 1st of
May. The subject of the friar’s homily was the latter part of the
story of Ahab, which he boldly applied to the king, saying, “ Where
the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, even there shall the dogs lick
thy blood also, O king;” and after telling him that he had been
deceived by lying prophets, added, pretending a divine commission,
“T am that Micheas whom thou wilt hate, because I must tell thee
truly that this marriage is unlawful; and I know I shall eat the
bread of affliction, and drink the water of sorrow, yet because our
Lord hath put it into my mouth, I must speak of it.” Under this
outburst of vituperation the king betrayed no symptoms of impa-
tience or displeasure ; but, to prevent its repetition, he provided that
on the following Sabbath the pulpit of the royal chapel should be
occupied by a more friendly preacher, Dr. Curwen, one of the royal
chaplains. Curwen vindicated the king’s marriage, branded Peto as
a dog, slanderer, base beggarly friar, close man, rebel, and traitor;
and in the close, after calling upon him in vain to appear in self-
defence, stigmatized him as a coward. This roused the indignation
of another Observant friar of Greenwich monastery, named Elstow,
who vociferated from the gallery that Peto was necessarily absent at
a provincial council at Canterbury, but would return to-morrow,
adding, “I am here, as another Micheas, and will lay down my life
¥
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to prove all these things true which he hath taught out of the Holy
Scripture: and to this combat I challenge thee before God and all
equal judges; even unto thee, Curwen, I say, which art one of the
four hundred prophets into whom the spirit of lying is entered, and
seekest by adultery to establish succession, betraying the king unto
endless perdition, more for thy own vain glory and hope of promo-
tion, than for discharge of thy clogged conscience and the king’s
salvation.” Elstow’s vehemence, like the gathering force of a tor-
rent, increased as he proceeded, and he could not be got to stop until
the king bade him hold his peace, and gave orders that he and Peto
should be brought before the privy council. This was done on the
following day, and they were rebuked for their temerity, a slender
punishment for such a tyrant as Henry to inflict for so grave an
offence. Upon their escaping so easily, the Earl of Essex told them
that they deserved to be put into a sack and cast into the Thames.
With a sarcastic smile, and as if thirsting for martyrdom, Elstow
rejoined, “ Threaten these things to rich and dainty folk, which are
clothed in purple, fare deliciously, and have their chiefest hope in
this world ; for we esteem them not, but are joyful that for the dis-
charge of our duties we are driven hence: and, with thanks to Ged,
we know the way to heaven to be as ready by water as by land, and

therefore we care not which way we go.”}

These professions of
austere sanctity and of a high sense of duty will be suspected by
such as know the real state of the English monasteries at that
period. The monastery of Greenwich was soon after suppressed,
and its friars banished the kingdom.?

Other Popish priests were equally violent in expressing their
opposition to the new marriage. A parish priest of Kettering was
summoned before the privy council for saying it was a pity the king
had not been buried in his swaddling-clothes, and that whoever

1 Stow’s Annals, p. 562.

2 Peto subsequently returned and became confessor to Queen Mary, as he hail been
to her mother Katharine. His zeal was at length rewarded by a cardinal’s hat. But
in that character he never set foot on English ground—one cardinal, Reginald Pole,
being deemed sufficient for England, even in the reign of the bloody Mary.
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should venture to call the Lady Anne Boleyn queen at Bugden
should have his head knocked to a post.!

But the priest who filled the chair of St. Peter at Rome was, if
possible, filled with still deeper indignation, and impelled partly by
Charles V., partly by his cardinals, and partly by resentment at the
disregard of his authority, proceeded, as we have seen in the Intro-
duction, to extreme measures against Henry, the result of which was
that the English sovereign, with the assistance of his parliament,
cast off the Papal supremacy, and adopted a variety of measures
fatal to the Popish system in England.

Anne, both from judgment and from interest, heartily concurred
in these formidable innovations. To confirm her anti-Papal senti-
ments, learned and pious persons who had access to her, presented
her after her marriage with various books relating to the contro-
versies then agitated touching religion; and especially touching the
authority of the Pope and his clergy, and their evil practices against
kings and commonwealths. ? {

To the struggling cause of infant Protestantism in England, the
new queen rendered important services, for which she is entitled to
the grateful remembrance of posterity. She encouraged and ad-
vanced learned and worthy men, who promised to be useful in the
church. She protected the Reformers from the machinations and
violence of their enemies. She promoted the printing and circulation
of the saered Scriptures; and she maintained promising young men
at the universities.

Among the individuals of the reformed party indebted to her
patronage for advancement, was Nicholas Shaxton, a man who,
though some years after he turned out a persecutor of the reformed
faith, was at that time its ardent advocate ; and whose burning zeal
had as early as 1530 so provoked the wrath of Richard Nix, the old
Bishop of Norwich, an implacable enemy of the new learning, that

1 State Paper Qfiice Miscell. Letters, quoted in Miss Wood’s Lettcrs of Royal and
TUustrious Ladies, vol. ii., p. 203, -
2 Wyatt.
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Nix, on consigning the martyr Thomas Bilney to the flames, expressed
his fears “that he had slain Abel and saved Cain alive” In May,
1534, Shaxton was appointed the queen’s almoner. On the 21st of
February following, he was promoted to the see of Salisbury, in the
room of Cardinal Campeggio, an Italian ecclesiastic, who had been
deprived of that bishopric on the ground of his being a foreigner
and non-resident; and on the 28th of that month he was preaching
before the queen.!

Another eminent man, specially favoured by Anne, was Hugh
Latimer, the noblest character at that time in England. Cranmer,
by whom he had probably been first introduced to her, being well
assured of her powerful protection, licensed him, about the close of
the year 1534, to preach throughout the entire limits of the arch-
bishopric of Canterbury. In a letter dated 9th January, 1535, he says
that for doing this he had already “suffercd great obloquy ;” while
Latimer, besides being similarly treated, had “lately been endan-
gered.” But disregarding the wrath of Stokesly, Bishop of London,
Gardiner, and others of the same stamp, he continued to patronize
Latimer, honouring his piety and judgment so highly that, “at his
instance and request,” he “licensed divers to preach within the
province of Canterbury,” a degree of boldness which, considering
Cranmer’s timidity and cantion, could have proceeded only from his
enjoying the encouraging support of the queen. With the authority
of the king and queen, he also summoned Latimer to London to
preach before their majesties on all the Wednesdays in Lent, that is,
from the 10th of February to the 24th of March. Being extremely
solicitous that his friend should gain acceptance with his royal audi-
tors, he advised him through his secretary, with characteristic caution,
“to be very circumspect, to overpass and omit all manner of speech,
either apertly or suspiciously sounding against any special man’s facts,
acts, manners, or sayings ;” and “in any condition, to stand no longer
in the pulpit than an hour, or an hour and a half” at the most—

1 Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., pp. 441, 442,
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for Latimer, it would appear, was a long preacher, which is further
confirmed from the length of his printed sermons—‘“lest the king
and the queen wax weary at the beginning,” or “have small delight
to continue throughout with you to the end.” Of these sermons no
specimens now remain, and as to their subject-matter we have no
definite information. We only know in general that Latimer boldly
and faithfully spoke the truth before their majesties, which they
were seldom accustomed to hear; and such was the favourable
impression he produced on their minds, especially on the mind of
Anne, that in September that same year he was appointed Bishop
of Worcester, on the deprivation of Cardinal Jerome de Ghinueceii,
an Italian.! So highly respected was he by the queen, and such was
her confidence in his wisdom, that she entreated him to point out
what was amiss in her conduct, that she might correct it. “She had
procured to her chaplains” (Shaxton and Latimer), says Wyatt,
“men of great learning, and of no less honest conversing, whom she
with hers heard much, and privately she heard them willingly and
gladly to admonish her, and she exhorted and encouraged them so
to do.”

In 1533 or 1534 she promoted Matthew Parker, a Reformer, after-
wards Archbishop of Canterbury in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to
be her chaplain, upon the death of Mr. Betts, “a good man and
zealous and so remained” (as Foxe describes him), who held that
situation? William Barlow, afterwards Bishop of St. David’s in the
time of Henry VIII, of Bath and Wells in the time of Edward VI,
and of Chichester in the time of Queen Elizabeth, was indebted to
Anne for various preferments in the church. And in a letter to
Archbishop Cranmer, in reference to a benefice she solicited for Bar-
low, she adds, in a postseript, “ My Lord, I beseech your grace to

1 Jerome de Ghinuccii was at one time auditor of the apostolic chamber. He was
the person who in 1518 summoned Luther to appear at Rome within sixty days. He
was afterwards made Bishop of Worcester, of which dignity he was deprived in 1534,
on the ground of his being a foreigner and non-resident. He had, in fact, never seen
England.—Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., pp. 249, 441, 442, 487.

2 Strype’s Life of Parker, Oxford, 1821, vol. i, p. 14.
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remember the parson of Honey Lane for my sake shortly.”” This
was Thomas Garret or Gerard, curate ot All Hallows, in Honey Lane,
London, who, as early as 1526, being then curate of All Hallows,
was charged with having in his custody, and with distributing the
writings of Luther and of other heretics, and who though, from the
dread of being burned, he abjured at the close of that year, was never
truly gained over by the Romanists. Heat last suffered at the stake
with great constancy, for denying the real presence, on the 30th of
June, 1540.2

Among other excellent men in whose advancement she interested
herself was Dr. Crome, incumbent of St. Anthony’s, a man of acknow-
ledged learning and piety, and a preacher of the true gospel; though,
being deficient in intrepid resolution, the dread of the stake, of which
he was in danger at different times, extorted from him concessions
condemned by his better judgment.? By her influence he was pro-
moted to the rectorship of St. Mary’s, Aldermary. But having for
some time, from causes not explained, resisted, or caused the delay of
his formal and legal admission into that benefice, the queen sent
him a letter, expressing it as her pleasure that he should no longer
throw obstacles in the way of his speedy instalment.*

Anne had read with entire approbation the powerful arguments
in defence of the ecirculation of the Scriptures in the vernacular
tongue, contained in Tyndale’s Obedience of a Christian Man; and
acting upon these enlightened views, she threw her broad shield over
the disseminators of the sacred volume. An interesting instance of
this we find in the protection she extended to a man who was among

1 Strype’s Annals of the Reformation under Elizabeth, vol. i, part ii., pp. 266, 578.

2 Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., pp. 92, 93,—Strype’s Mem. Eccl.,
vol. iii.,, part i, p. 259; and his Cranmer, pp. 116, 246, 664.

3 James Bainham, who was committed to the flames for heresy in 1532, declared on
his examination that “ he knew no man to have preached the word of God, sincerely
and purely, and after the vein of Scripture, except Master Crome and Master Latimer.”
—Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., p.332. For various notices of Crome,
see Index to Strype’s Works.

4 See this letter in Miss Wood’s Letters of Royal and Illustrious Ladies, vol. ii.,
p-189.
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the first to engage in importing Tyndale’s English version of the
New Testament into England, namely, Richard Harman, a citizen of
Antwerp, and merchantin the English house of that city. Harman’s
zeal had involved him in persecution, and even endangered his life.
It roused the fury of Cardinal Wolsey; and, in 1528, the cardinal,
by means of the English ambassador Hackett, resident in the Nether-
lands, requested Princess Margaret,! then regent of that country, to
seize Harman, with the view of his being immediately sent into
England. Margaret and her council agreed to apprehend him, and
on condition of his being found guilty, either to send him into Eng-
land or to punish him according to his deserts. In July that year
he and his wife, who was not less obnoxious for heresy than himself,
were taken prisoners at Antwerp, and an inventory was made of all
their goods for behoof of the emperor. This, however, did not satisfy'
the intolerant Hackett, who, afraid that Harman might be permit-
ted by the Netherlands government to escape with impunity, urged
Wolsey with great earnestness to call upon that government to
deliver him up as guilty not only of Zeresy but of treason. “In this
manner,” says he, “we may have twostrings to our bow: for I doubt
greatly, after the statutes of these countries, that, revoking his
heresies, for the first time he will escape with a slender punishment;
but for freason to the king, they cannot pardon him in these parts,
after the statutes of our intercourse, dated the year 1505.’2 Acting
upon this suggestion, Wolsey transmitted to Hackett royal letters,
warranting him to seize Harman as a traitor. But Margaret
interposed her veto, wishing, before delivering up Harman, to be

! Margaret, daughter of the Emperor Maximilian, and aunt of Charles V. She died
in December, 1530, having governed the Netherlands eighteen years. Brandt’s History
of the Reformation ir the Low Countries, vol. i., p. 59.

2 The allusion here is to the treaty in the reign of Henry VIL, 1505, in which
“there was an express article against the reception of the rebels of either prince by
the other; purporting, that if any such rebel should be required by the prince, whose
rebel he was, of the prince confederate, that forthwith the prince confederate should by
proclamation command him to avoid the country: which, if he did not, within fifteen
days, the rebel was to stand proscribed, and be put out of protection.”—Bacou’s
Henry VIL
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informed of what particular acts of treason he had committed. Har-
man and his wife, after lying in prison upwards of seven months,
were set at liberty; and such was the altered state of matters in
England only a few years subsequent, that we find him in London in
1534, seeking redress for the injury and losses he had sustained by
his imprisonment, and by his excision from the privileges connected
with the English house at Antwerp, through the persecuting fury of
Hackett and Wolsey. And “every one acquainted with the history
of the Hanse towns knows how much had been involved in the for-

The English Honse, Antwerp.

feiture of his privileges as a merchant adventurer. The ¢ English
house; like all these towns, exercised a judicial superintendence over
its members, and punished them by a species of commereial excom-
munication. Mr. Harman had evidently been suffering under this
for years”! Audley was now Lord Chancellor; Cromwell chief
Secretary of State; and Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury; all
favourable to the Reformation ; but Harman applied to the queen, not
to any of them. His application was successful. Sympathizing

7 Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., p. 411.
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with a man who had imported the Sacred Volume, and done so at
great worldly sacrifices, she wrote a letter to Cromwell in his behalf,
the original of which is still in existence.

“ ANNE THE QUEEN.

“Trusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well. And whereas
we be credibly informed that the bearer hereof, Richard Harman,
merchant and citizen of Antwerp, in Brabant, was, in the time of
the late Lord Cardinal, put and expelled from his freedom and fellow-
ship of and in the English house there, for nothing else (as he
affirmeth) but only for that hestill, like a good Christian man,! did,
both with his goods and policy, to his great hurt and hindrance in
this world, help to the setting forth of the New Testament in Eng-
lish: we therefore desire and instantly pray you, that with all
speed and favour eonvenient, ye will cause this good and honest mer-
chant, being my lord’s true, faithful, and loving subject, to be restored
to his pristine freedom, liberty, and fellowship aforesaid, and the
sooner at thisour request, and at your good leisure to hear him on
such things as he hath to make further relation unto you in this
behalf.—Given under our signet, at my lord’s manor of Greenwich,
the 14th day of May.

“To our trusty and right well-beloved, Thomas Cromwell, squire,

Chief Secretary unto my Lord the King’s Highness.”

This letter, though the date of the year is not given, was probably
written in 1534; and if so, Cromwell had been made chief secretary
of state only a week before, and the act of justice to Harman here
requested, must have been one of his earliest acts in his new office.

To do full justice to Anne Boleyn for her gracious interposition in
behalf of Harman, it is necessary to take into consideration the

¢ In the original, the pen has been drawn across the words “still like a good Chris-
tian man.” Hence Strype has omitted them altogether, and Sir Henry Ellis has
placed them in a note at the bottom of the page. But there is reason to think that
some hostile person has perpetrated this erasure. The words are in harmony with the
whole spirit of the letter, and there is no conceivable reason why, having once written
them, she should thus obliterate them.

% Ellis’s Original Letters, first series, vol. ii,, pp. 45, 46.
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violent hostility of those in high places, at that period, to the dis-
semination of the Scriptures in the vernacular tongue. In March,
1526, Henry had condemned Tyndale’s translation of the New Testa-
ment into English to be burned, and “sharp correction and punish-
ment” to be inflicted on “the keepers and readers of the same,” under
the pretext that it contained “many corruptions of the sacred text,
as also certain prefaces and other pestilent glosses in the margins,
for the advancementand setting forth of his[ Luther’s]abominable here-
sies.” In the same year Cuthbert Tonstal, Bishop of London, had, for
similar reasons, denounced it, both the copies with ¢ glosses” and those
without them, and charged his archdeacons to warn all within their
archdeaconries to bring in and deliver up such copies as they
possessed to his vicar-general, within the space of thirty days. In
1527, Warbham, Archbishop of Canterbury, had purchased all the
copies of Tyndale’s New Testament he could meet with, that they
might be destroyed, expending in such purchases a sum equivalent
to not less than £1000 of our present money ; and in the following
year, the readers and importers of the same book were seized and
punished. In1529 Tonstal had purchased all the copies of Tyndale’s
New Testament which he could find in Antwerp; and in May, 1530,
he made a bonfire of them,and of other heretical books, in St. Paul’s
church-yard, London. In 1532 Sir Thomas More condemned to the
stake such as affirmed that it is lawful for every man and woman to
have God’s word in their mother tongue! Such were the times in
which Anne Boleyn lived, and such was the character of the most of
those by whom she was surrounded; for though Wolsey and War-
ham were now in their graves, and Sir Thomas More in the Tower,
the courtiers, with few exceptions, were not less hostile to the diffu-
sion of the Scriptures in the English tongue than these men had
been. In such circumstances, to vindicate Harman as acting the
part of “a good Christian man,” in his zealous exertions to disse-
minate the Scriptures, and to interpose for his restoration to the

} Andersow’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i., pp. 112, 118, 158, 262, 333.
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rights and privileges of which on that account he had been unjustly
deprived, was no small proof of her enlightened understanding, her
moral courage, and her Christian humanity. Being still the object
of Henry’s idolatrous affection, she could bend his will in this
instance to the side of justice; and neither Tonstal, Gardiner,
Stokesly, nor her uncle, the Duke of Norfolk, much as they hated the
Scriptures and their circulation among the people, dared to express
their dissent, lest by opposing the queen they should excite the dis-
pleasure of the monarch.

The queen’s friendly interference in behalf of Harman, and her
favourable sentiments as to the diffusion of the Word of God in the
mother tongue, was soon made known to Tyndale, who was now at
Antwerp, about to print in that city a new and improved edition of
his New Testament, and the tidings were felt by him as a great
encouragement. Surrounded by numerous and powerful enemies,
who were thirsting for his blood, and who to open hostility added
base and artful treachery, it cheered him to know that a woman of
Anne’s influence appreciated his labours, and sympathized with the
sufferings of himself and of others engaged in the same cause. Not
one in high places in England had ventured, like her, to plead the
cause of Bible circulation, and to give the sanction of their name to
his translation. He had received this intelligence probably from
Harman himself, before he had begun to print his new and improved
edition of the New Testament, and in expression of his gratitude to
the queen, when the work was passing through the press,! he ordered
a copy to be beautifully printed on vellum with illuminations,
intended as a present to her, and he got it bound in blue morocco,
with these words upon the gilding of the leaves, in large red letters,
“ ANNA REGINA ANGLIE.?

1 The printing of this edition was finished in the month of November, 1534.

2 After passing through various hands, this elegant copy came into the possession of
the Rev. Clayton Mordaunt Cracherode, who bequeathed it, with his large and valuahle
library, to the British Museuns, into which it was brought after his death, in April, 1799,
and where it is now preserved.
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Anne’s favour for the Reformation and the Reformers was well
known to the Popish party in England, and it disconcerted them
exceedingly. So fully were they convinced of her leanings on this
side, that when, with Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, at
their head, they had formed a plan for the destruction of Tyndale,
which was by sending a hired agent from England into the Nether-
lands to make every effort to induce the government of that country,
according to the persecuting laws then in force, to apprehend and
burn Tyndale as an heretic, the plot was carefully concealed from
Henry. No good reason can be assigned for this but their fears
lest Anne, had she been apprised of their intentions, should have
effectually defeated them, by her powerful intercessions with the
king in behalf of Tyndale.!

There is even ground for believing that Anne had actively pro-
moted the printing of the first edition of the New Testament printed
in England ; which was Tyndale’s English translation. The previous
editions had been issued from the press at Antwerp. This edition
was printed in London, by his majesty’s printer, in folio, with the
valuable prologues of that Reformer prefixed to each of the inspired
books, and with his long-proscribed name exhibited on the title-
page. It was published in the year 1536, though in all probability
the printing of it had commenced in the close of the year 1535.
The name of the printer, who was Thomas Berthelet, does not indeed

! Anderson’s dnnals of the English Bible, vol. i, p. 417. The plot was successful,
In the beginring of the year 1535 Tyndale was arrested at Antwerp, and carried to the
castle of Vilvorde, a distance of twenty-three and a half miles. After being im-
prisoned nearly two years in that castle, he was condemned to the flames. On being
bound to the stake, he nttered aloud, with great fervour, the prayer, *“Lord, open the
eyes of the King of England.” He was first strangled hy the hangman, and then
consumed by the flames, This took place on the morning of Friday, 6th October, 1536,
shortly hefore the printing of his New Testament by the king’s printer, as mentioned
in the next paragraph in the text. England must ever revere the memory of Tyndale,
the first who translated the Scriptures from their inspired originels into the English
tongue, and the father and founder of our authorized version of the Bible. He trans-
lated the whole of the New Testament, and the historical books of the Old, from
Geucsis to the end of the Secoud Book of Chronicles, when martyrdom put an end to

. his labours. )
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appear on the title-page, but the most competent judges, as Ames,
Herbert, and Dibdin, maintain that it must have proceeded from his
press; and the type, as well as the ornamental title of the boys in
triumph, peculiar to his press, place this beyond dispute. The his-
tory of the printing of this edition is involved in mystery ; but the
expensive style of its execution, and its issuing from the press of the
king’s printer, bespeak it as undertaken under high authority. Ber-
thelet himself was indifferent about the Word of God. In 1530 he
had officially printed a royal proclamation prohibiting any from
having copies of the Holy Scriptures in the vulgar tongues, English,
French and Dutch, that is, German;' and he was not the man to
print so obnoxious and heretical a book as Tyndale’s New Testament,
had he thereby been exposed to danger. He must therefore have
been employed by such as had both the ability and the will to protect
him in doing so, as well as to pay the expenses. Would he have
deemed himself secure under any other patronage save that of
royalty ? If pot, under whose auspices but those of Anne could he
have engaged in this undertaking? Such a supposition is certainly
in harmony with her expressed approbation of Tyndale’s version.
and her earnest intercession in behalf of Harman, its most active
disseminator. In the Manual of Devotions, said to have been pre-
sented by her to her maids of honour, the following striking passage
oceurs, expressing gratitude to God for the approbation the king had
given to the publication of the Scriptures in the English tongue :—
“Grant us, most merciful Father, this one of the greatest gifts that
ever thou gavest to mankind, the knowledge of thy holy will and
glad tidings of our salvation; this great while oppressed with the
tyranny of thy adversary of Rome, and his fautors, and kept close
under his Latin letters ; and now at length promulgated, published,
and set at liberty, by the grace poured into the heart of thy supreme
power, our prince, as all kings’ hearts be in thy hand, as in the old
law [thou] didst use like mercy to thy people of Israel by thy high

1 Many years after this, namely, in 1546, he printed the proclamation which de-
nounced Tyndale’s New Testament, and all his writings.
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instrument the good king Josias, who restored the temple decayed
to its former beauty, abolished all worshipping of images and idola-
try, and set abroad the law by the space of many hundred years
before clean out of remembrance.””! This evidently expresses her
own sentiments ; and as to the change now wrought upon the king
in favour of the circulation of the Scriptures in the mother tongue,
by whose influence was it more likely to have been produced than by
that of Anne? This edition of Tyndale’s New Testament, it would
seem, was one of the fruits of that change.

To studious youths in narrow circumstances, particularly such as
favoured the Reformation, Anne was also a generous patroness. John
Aylmer, afterwards tutor to the celebrated Lady Jane Grey, was
indebted to her liberality for the ability to continue the prosecution

Ruins of 8t. Mary's Abbey, York.

of his studies at Cambridge. He had been a candidate for the
situation of abbot in St. Mary’s Abbey, York, but was unsuccessful,

1 Lewis's History of English Translations of the Holy Bible, vol. i, p. 97.
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one William Thornton having gained the election, March 2, 1530,
and received the temporalities, April 10. Anne, however, from the
highly favourable accounts she had received of his character and
capacity, made provision for his continuing to prosecute his studies.
And Thornton having, in violation of an express agreement at the
time of his election, removed Aylmer from the university, and
brought him to St. Mary’s Abbey, in which he employed him in
certain menial offices, Anne, upon the complaint of Aylmer or of
some of his friends, immediately ordered Thornton to allow Aylmer
to return to the university of Cambridge.!

Strype, in his Historical Collections, has recorded the names of
other ingenious young men, converts to the new opinions, and after-
wards celebrated in their day, who were supported by her at the
university. “She was very nobly charitable, and expehded largely in
all manner of acts of liberality, according to her high quality. And
among the rest of her ways of showing this Christian virtue, she
being a favourer of learning, together with her father, the Lord
‘Wiltshire, and the Lord Rochford, her brother, maintained divers
ingenious men at the universities. Among the rest were these men
of note: Dr. Hethe, afterwards Archbishop of York, and Lord Chan-
cellor; Dr. Thirlby, afterwards Bishop of Ely; and Mr. Paget,
afterwards Lord Paget, and Secretary of State: all whom in her
time were favourers of the gospel, though afterwards they relapsed.
Of Paget one hath observed that he was a most earnest Protestant,
and being in Cambridge, gave unto one Reynold West Luther’s
book, and other books of the Germans, as Franciscus Lambertus de
Sectis, and that at that time he read Melancthon’s Rieforic openly
in Trinity Hall, and was a maintainer of Dr. Barnes, and all the
Protestants then in Cambridge, and helped many religious persons
out of their cowls””?> Dr. Bill, master of St. John’s College Cam-
bridge, Dean of Westminster, almoner to Queen Elizabeth, and a

! See her letter to Thornton to this effect, in Miss Wood’s Letters of Royal and Il
lustrious Ladies, vol. ii., p. 191,
2 Mem. Eccl., vol. i., part i., p 430.
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man who bore a conspicuous part in the ecclesiastical and literary
history of his time, also shared her liberality when a poor student
at Cambridge University.!

An imputation on the memory of Anne by her enemies is, that
her days were spent in idle frivolity, and her nights in song and dance.
For some time after her marriage some ground for such an imputa-
tion may have existed; but she gradually became thoughtful, and
sought her happiness in devotion and in works of benevolence.
Her selecting for her attendants honourable ladies of virtuous
reputation, was one proof of at least a sound judgment and a
commendable prudence. The spare hours of herself and of her
ladies were occupied in tapestry work, and she employed her maids
and others in making garments for the poor. From her own privy
purse she reliéved the wants of the needy with a princely liberality,
planned the institution of manufactures to supply them with per-
manent employment, and established bursaries in the universities
for the education of promising youths. “ Also,” says Wyatt, “at the
first she had in court drawn about her, to be attending on her,
ladies? of great honour,and yet more choice for reputation of virtue,
undoubted witnesses of her spousal integrity, whom she trained up
with all the recommendations of well-ordered government, though
yet, above all, by her own example, she shined above them all as
a toreh, that all might take light of, being itself still more bright.

! Strype’s Life of Sir Jokn Clerke, Oxford, 1821, pp. 8, 9.

2 “To every one of these,” says Singer, “ she gave a little book of devotions neatly
written on vellum, and bound in covers of solid gold enamelled, with a ring to each
cover, to hang it at their girdles, for their constant use and meditation. One of these
little volumes, traditionally said to have been given by the queen when on the scaffold
to her attendant, one of the Wyatt family, and preserved by them through several
geuerations, was described by Vertue as being seen by him in the possession of
Mr. George Wyatt, of Charterhouse Square, in 1721,—Vide Walpole’s Miscellaneous
Antiguities, printed at Strawberry Hill, 1772, No. ii, p. 13. It was a diminutive
volume, consisting of one hundred and four leaves of vellum, one and seven-eights of
an inch long, by one and five-eights of an inch hroad ; containing a metrical version
of parts of thirteen psalms; and bound in pure gold, richly chased, with a ring to
append it to the neck-chain or girdle. It wasin Mr. Triphook’s possession in the
year 1817.”
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Such as have seen at Hampton Court the rich and exquisite works,
for the greater part wrought by her own hand and needle, and
also those wrought by her ladies, esteem them the most precious
furniture, and amongst the most sumptuous that any prince may be
possessed of. And yet far more rich and precious were those works
in the sight of God, which she caused her maids and those about her
daily to work in shirts and smocks for the poor. But not staying
here her eye of charity, her hand of bounty passed through the
whole land ; each place felt that heavenly flame burning in her; all
times will remember it, no room being left for vain flames, no time
for idle thoughts. Her ordinary amounted to fifteen hundred pounds
at the least yearly, to be bestowed on the poor. Her provisions of
stock for the poor in sundry needy parishes was very great. Out of
her privy purse went not a little to like purposes; to scholars in
exhibition very much: so that in three quarters of a year her alms
were estimated at fourteen or fifteen thousand pounds.”

CHAPTER IIL

FROM HENRY'S ALIENATION FROM HER AND THE PLOTS OF HER ENEMIES,
T0 THE ATTEMPTED EXTORTION OF EVIDENCE AGAINST HER FROM
HER ALLEGED ACCOMPLICES.

It has been justly remarked that Providence often punishes us by
fulfilling our desires, and favours us by thwarting them. Had
circumstances interposed to prevent Anne’s advancement to be
Queen of England, of which she was so passionately desirous, this,
though adverse to her wishes, would, had she been able to penetrate
the future, have been a merey, calling forth her deepest gratitude. -

Her situation was extremely perilous, though she was not aware
to the full extent of its perils. In the first place, Henry being one
of the most capricious of beings, to have any connection with him

G

.
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was to stand on the brink of a precipice. The man or the woman
whom he honoured to-day, he might, from mere change of humour,
bring to the scaffold to-morrow. Anne, by her beauty, her wit, and
her accomplished manners, had subdued his heart. She seemed
necessary to his happiness. With her was associated in his mind
all that was lovable and lovely in the world. To gain her he had
perilled the peace of his kingdom. In the hey-day of his passion he
had lavished upon her honours and caresses. He had waited for
six years to obtain her in wedlock, and this, in ordinary eircum-
stances, would have been good security for a permanent affection.
But Henry was not to be judged by ordinary rules. His fancy, now
when he possessed her, might soon be attracted by the blooming
charms of another, and in that event he would not hesitate to cast
her off.

In the second place, she was surrounded by malicious Popish
enemies, both male and female, in the court and elsewhere, who were
thirsting for her ruin. Her removal, it was thought, would pave
the way for the restoration of England to the Papal jurisdiction ;
and some of these leading personages were eagerly watching for an
opportunity to accomplish her downfall. Her uncle, “ the Duke of
Norfolk,” says Burnet, “at court, and Gardiner beyond sea [then in
France), thought there might easily be found a means to accommodate
the king both with the emperor and even Paul IIL, if the queen
were once out of the way, for then he might freely marry any one he
pleased, and that marriage, with the male issue of it, could not be
disputed ; whereas, so long as the queen lived, her marriage, as being
judged null from the beginning, could never be allowed by the court
of Rome.”

Vain indeed would have been all the machinations of her enemies
had the king continued constant in his affection. For some time
after the marriage he was in this respect all that could be desired ;
but his fickle heart having at length gone astray after another
paragon of beauty, in the person of Jane Seymour, one of Anne’s
maids of honour, it was gradually withdrawn from Anne. He

e
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began to look upon her with altered countenance, and to speak to
ber in an altered tone. His former admiration and tenderness gave
place to indifference, which at last settled into inveterate hatred.
Such was his state of feeling towards her when she was near the
period of her second confinement. On the 29th of January, 1536,
she was prematurely delivered of a dead son, and her life was believed
to be in danger. Some have attributed this premature birth to
grief caused by the king's decayed affection and unkindness, for she
had observed his rising passion for Jane Seymour, and this had
occasioned some disagreeable words between her and his majesty,
Others have ascribed it to alarm, excited by the intelligence that he
had been thrown from his horse while hunting. But whether it
was owing to the one or the other of these causes, or to both combined,
the king, it is certain, so far from cherishing and comforting his
sorrowful wife in her afflicted circumstances, treated her harshly,
He is even said to have infiumanly reproached her with the loss of
his child, telling her that he would have no more boys by her.?
These cruel, outrageous words, so different from what she had been
once accustomed to hear from his lips—these words of fatal augury,
the signal of the coming storm, and the sullen tone in which they
were spoken—sent pangs of agony to her wounded heart. But
though she could not fail to see the total revolution his affections
had undergone, she did not and could not now anticipate all that
was to follow.

Her enemies, on the watch for her overthrow, had observed his
growing coldness towards her, which they now laboured with malig-
nant industry to increase, by filling his ears with reports injurious
to her conjugal fidelity ; and her open frank disposition, which made
her of easy access, and led her to allow her domestics a freedom in
conversing with her not consonant to the restraints of royal eti-
quette, afforded these liers in wait an opportunity of representing
her as being on terms of unlawful familiarity with some of her at-

1 Wyatt.
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tendants. Jane Parker,'a wicked and profligate woman, to whom
Lord Rochford, Anne’s brother, was unhappily married, and who
mortally hated Anne, was the most zealously active of these tale-
bearers. She had told the king, with every aggravating circum-
stance malice could invent, the story of an alleged declaration made
by Lady Wingfield upon oath on her death-bed, prejudicial to Anne’s
chastity ;> which is said to have made a deep impression on the
mind of Henry, for he was naturally jealous, and jealousy is always
credulous. His eager desire to be released from the nuptial ties,
that he might exalt another, to whom he had now transferred his
heart, to his bed and throne, would give strength to his credulity.
These various passions combined, under the strong, irresistible,
overmastering influence of which men will harden themselves
against every feeling of compassion, and commit crimes of the black-
est dye, easily account for his haste in adopting measures against
Anne, and for his unrelenting cruelty in at length bringing her to
that dreadful end which has imparted such a tragic interest to her
history.

Before the queen had fully recovered from the sorrow of mind and
feebleness of frame caused by her premature confinement and the
loss of her boy, investigations into her conduct had been set on foot,
with the sanction of Henry. On the 24th of April, a secret com-
mission was formally appointed, consisting of certain peers and
judges, expressly for this purpose; but previous to the formal ap-
pointment of this commission, scandalous matter against her must
have been collected, and various deliberations must have taken place
in regard to it, and its consequences as to her honour, station, and

1 The daughter of Sir Henry Parker, Lord Morley. She was a blinded devotee of

Popery, which may partly account for her hatred of the queen, whose principles she
held in detestation.

2 Lady Wingfield was Anne’s intimate friend; but who the person was to wnom she
made this solemn dying declaration, and what was her state of mind when she made it,
if she made it at all, is not known. “The safest sort of forgery,” says Burnet, “ to one
whose couscience can swallow it, is to lay a thing on a dead person’s name, where
there is no fear of discovery before the great day.”— History of the Reformation, vol. i.,
p. 360.

pp—
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even life. The men selected for this commission were the Dukes of
Norfolk and Suffolk ; the Earls of Oxford and Westmoreland, Wilt-
shire and Sussex ; Lord Sands; Sirs William Fitz-james, William
Paulet, John Fitz-james, John Baldwin, Richard Lyster, John Porte,
John Spelman, Walter Luke, Anthony Fitz-herbert, Thomas Ingle-
field, and William Shelly, with Audley as Lord Chancellor, and Secre-
tary Cromwell. But what was the character of these men? This is
an important question, as it will serve to assist us in determining the
amount of justice and impartiality to be expected from such judges.
All of them were slaves to the will of Henry, and, with one or two ex-
ceptions, the determined supporters of Popery. “Here was Howard,
Duke of Norfolk, who, though her maternal uncle, hated the queen
as cordially as he did ‘the new learning ;' Charles Brandon, Duke
of Suffolk, Henry’s brother-in-law and special favourite, so ready to
gratify him in all his humours ; Jokn de Vere, Earl of Oxford, who
supported all the measures of the court; Robert Radcliff, who had
been restored to honour by Henry as Lord Fitz-walter, in 1525, and
since then created Earl of Sussex ; William Sands, the Lord Cham-
berlain of the king’s household, who had been made a baron, and
got the Buckingham estates. Here we have eleven knights, eight of
whom were compliant judges; and as for another, William Paulett,
the Comptroller of the king’s house, he was a man of the most con-
venient politics, who, when asked, at the end of a long life, how he
preserved himself through so many changes? answered, ‘ By being
a willow and not an oak’ Audley was always obsequious to his
royal master ; and as to Cromwell, the share he took in this business
must speak for itself, in connection with his future career. But with
regard to the Earl of Wiltshire, the fatker of the queen and of Lord
Rochford, %is name being inserted, was a stroke of hand quite
worthy of Henry’s barbarity, and must have been done to save ap-
pearances. His name never occurs afterwards, and it is certain that
he did not preside at the mock trial.”?

! Anderson’s Annals of the English Bible, vol. i, p. 462, Burnet at first inserted
Anne’s father’s name, but he had not then seeu, as he afterwards saw, a record of the
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Coming distressing events often cast back their shadows to the pre-
sent, and the mind, from causes difficult to be explained, is haunted
with forebodings of some inevitable calamity. Henry IV. of France,
long before Ravaillac armed himself with the deadly weapon,
often thought he heard the tread of the assassin's foot, and felt in
his breast as it were the assassin’s knife, and the fearful impression
would startle him both in his waking and sleeping hours. Anne,
too, had presentiments, warning her, like prophetic voices, of some-
thing terrible looming in the distance. Notwithstanding the affir-
mation of most historians to the contrary, she was, it appears, not
altogether ignorant of the conspiracy formed for her ruin; and she
seems, from her knowledge of Henry’s alienation from her, and from
rumours communicated to her, to have foreboded but too truly the
fatal issue. About a day or two after the appointment of a special
commission to inquire into her conduct, she had a long and serious
interview with her chaplain, Matthew Parker, to whom she expressed
great anxiety about her daughter Elizabeth, of whose religious
education she with solemn earnestuess besonght him to take the
charge.! To this scene Parker refers in a letter to one of Queen
Elizabeth’s councillors, in which, while declining the archbishoprie
of Canterbury, he says, “ Yet I would fain serve my sovereign lady
in more respects than my allegiance, since I cannot forget what
words her grace’s mother said to me not six days before her appre-
hension.”?

On the first day of May, called May-day, the court being then at
Greenwich, the king had a splendid tilting match or mock fight;
and on that day he gave the first public demonstration of his evil
intentions against the queen. Though a secret commission was at
that very time sitting to collect evidence against her, and the whole
plan for the destruction of herself and of her alleged accomplices

trial, now lost, from which he was convinced that the earl was not present. He there-
fore expunged the name from the subsequent edition of his history.

! Lingard.

2 Burnet’s Reformation, vol. iv., p. 492.




ENGLAND. | Anne Boleyn. 103

had been settled,! two of them, her brother Lord Rochfield, and Sir
Henry Norris, were the principal actors in the amusements of the
tilt-yard, the one being the chief challenger, and the other the
defendant, while she sat by the side of the king witnessing the

eI

Avue charging Matthew Parker to take charge of the education of her daughter.

spectacle. In his present state of morbid jealousy he was probably
more intent upon discovering, from the conduct of his wife, some-
thing confirmatory of her guilty intimacy with the combatants, than

1.0Of this there can be no doubt. On the 14th of Avpril, 1536, Henry dissolved a
Parliament which had sat for six years. On the 27th of that month writs were issued
for 2 new Parliament to meet on the 8th of June. And that the conspiracy against
Anne had been matured when these writs were issued, that is, four days before the
May-day scene, is evident from Sir Thomas Andley, the Lord Chancellor’s address at
the opening of the new Parliament ; in which he tells them that his majesty’s ohjects
in assemhling them so early after the dissolution of last Parliament, were, 1, “To settle
an heir-apparent to the crown, in case he should die withont children lawfully begotten;
and 2, to repeal an act of the former Parliament as to the succession of the crown, to
the issue of the king by Queen Anne Boleyn.” These objects, it thus appears, were
full in view on the 27th of April.
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upon deriving amusement from their feats of arms. The interest
she would naturally evince, and the gratification she would natu-
rally express, on witnessing the achievements of an accomplished
and beloved brother, and of a gallant knight of her acquaintance,
anxious to win her approbation, would almost inevitably rouse
the suspicions of Henry. The particular incident upon which he
first openly expressed his displeasure is not known with certainty.
It is said to have been upon the queen’s havirg dropped a hand-
kerchief to one of the combatants, heated in the course, to wipe
his face, a use to which he instantly applied it.! This, if true,
either excited Henry’s jealousy, or afforded him, as he thought, a
plausible pretext for giving vent to his pent-up hatred against
her, and suddenly rising from his seat, he withdrew from the bal-
cony in great wrath. Extremely alarmed, she immediately hurried
after him to inquire the cause; which, however, from rumours
previously conveyed to her, she probably conjectured. The king,
who had renounced all idea of being ever again reconciled to
her, that she might not see him again, which she never did, had
mounted his horse for Westminster with only six attendants, one
of whom was Sir Henry Norris, leaving orders that she should not
quit her apartments. On the way he minutely examined Norris,
putting to him a thousand questions with great earnestness, and
promising him his freedom provided he would make disclosures;
but Norris on no consideration would criminate the queen. He
was therefore committed to the Tower next day, being the 2d of
May, and on the same day, Sir Francis Weston, with Lord Rochford,
were also imprisoned in the Tower. Anne had resolved to proceed in
the afternoon of that day to Westminster, to meet with the king, and
endeavour to allay his irritation. But she had not proceeded far
up the river on her way, when her uncle, the Duke of Norfolk, who,
throughout the whole of the proceedings against her, acted a very

1 Sanders is the sole authority, and he is certainly not one of the best, for her
dropping the handkerchief.
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unfeeling and unnatural part, and several other members of council
came on board, and produced an order for her arrest! “It is his
majesty’s pleasure,” said Norfolk, “ that you should go to the Tower.”
At the announcement she blanched and was unnerved for a moment ;
but, regaining her self-possession, she replied, “If it is his majesty’s
pleasure, T am ready to obey.” On arriving about five o’clock in the

Anpe Boleyn a Prisoner at the Gate of the Tower.

afternoon at the gate of the Tower—that Tower which had once been
her palace—falling down upon her knees, she uttered with great
emotion the prayer, “O Lord, help me, as [ am guiltless of this
whereof T am accused.”? With a shudder of horror, she asked Sir
William Kingston, lieutenant of the Tower, “ Mr. Kingston, do I go
into a dungeon? Kingston, who was a man of a stern unfeeling
character, but who affected great courtesy towards prisoners of dis-

1 According to others they produced their order to her before she left Greenwich.
2 Herbert’s Henry VIIL, p. 194.
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tinction,' replied softly, as if he had been her guardian angel, ¢ No,
Madam, you shall go into your lodging, that you lay in at your
coronation.” This was indeed true, for instead of being shut up in
a cell, she was allowed to occupy the royal apartments in the Tower,
usually appropriated to the queens of England, a portion of which
was called the Marten Tower? But the answer awakened painful
recollections. The thought that within the building where the crown
of England had been placed upon her brow, she was now to be im-
prisoned, the contrast of the imposing splendour of her coronation
day, when she felt as if the happiest of human beings, with her pre-
sent wretched condition, almost overwhelmed her, and she cried out,
“1It is too good for me—Jesus have mercy on me.” She then kneeled
down, weeping bitterly, and in the midst of this sorrow fell into a
fit of laughing, as she frequently did afterwards—the laughter of
anguish, and not the effect merely of strong nervous agitation.
Anguish venting itself in laughter is indeed the most terrible of all.
It is anguish, in the delirium of agony or despair, betaking itself to
opposites, when its natural forms of expression by tears and eries are
felt to be inadequate. She desired Kingston to petition his majesty
“that she might have the sacrament in the closet by her chamber,
that she might pray for mercy; for,” she added, “I am as clear from

" 1 Cardinal Wolsey well knew the character of this cold-hearted but smooth-tongned
juiler.  Upon Wolsey'a fall, when the Earl of Northumberland—Anne’s old lover—had
received orders to arreat him for high treason, and to bring him to London, to un-
dergo his trial, Cavendish, the cardinal's gentleman-usher, having told his master that
Mr. Kingston and twenty-four of the guards had been sent to conduct him to his
majesty, ““ Mr. Kingston!” replied the cardinal, repeatiug the name several times, aud
then clasping his hand on his thigh, he gave a deep aigh. And when Kingston treated
him with all the marks of respect which had been paid to him in the pride of his glory,
and to revive his dejected spirits, reminded him of the generosity of his noble-hearted
master, Wolsey, in whose ears all this sounded very like mockery, knowing that he had
fallen, never to rise again, simply aaid, “ Mr. Kingston, all the comfortahle words ye
have spoken to me, be apoken but for a purpose to bring me into a fool's paradise: I
know what is provided for me.”—Cavendish's Life of Wolsey.

2 The autograph of her name is still to be seen in the wall of the Marten Tower,
The part where it appears is now a lohby, and represented in the annexed engraving.—
Sec a facsimile of the antograph, on the last page of this life.
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the company of men, as for sin, as I am clear from you, and am the
king’s true wedded wife.” She expressed much anxiety about her
brother, and also evinced the tenderest solicitude about her mother-
in-law, with whom she was on terms of endeared affection, exclaiming,
“Q my mother, thou wilt die for sorrow.” !

Part of the Marten Tower as now existing.

The fullest acconnts of the last days of her life, from her imprison-
ment in the Tower to her death, is contained in a series of letters
written by Sir William Kingston to Cromwell.? From these letters

! Her own mother died in 1512

2 These letters of Kingston, which are preserved in MS,, Cotton, Otho, ¢. x , fol. 225,
British Museum, were in part mutilated by the ravages of the fire of 1731. They are
printed in XKllis's Original Letters, first series, vol. ii, pp. 52 65; and in vol. ii.
of Cavendish’s Life of Wolsey, edited by Singer, who has filled up the blanks from
Strype, who had seen the letters before their being damaged by fire.
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we learn that female attendants, in whom she had no confidence, and
of whom she bitterly complained, Lady Boleyn'and Mrs. Cosyns,
attended her by day and by night, sleeping on the pallet at the foot
of her bed; that these heartless and faithless women triumphed
over her misfortunes, insulted her by their unfeeling remarks, were
on the watch to catch and report every word she uttered, in the
wild frenzy of grief; and that, with the view of extorting from her
own lips a confession of criminality, they artfully questioned and
cross-questioned her, but that she persevered to the last in avowing
her innocence. Kingston and his wife slept at the outside of her
chamber door. Two other ladies, who, it would appear, were truly
friendly to her, one of whom Miss Strickland supposes was Mary
Wyatt, sister of her early and devoted friend, Sir Thomas Wyatt,
were permitted to attend her, though under such restrictions, that
they were not allowed to have any communication with her except
in the presence of Kingston and his wife; and they slept in an
adjoining apartment. During her imprisonment, she somelimes
thought that Henry was only trying her ; at other times she believed
that her doom was sealed. But she gradually disciplined her mind
to submission, whatever might happen.

Cranmer had not been made privy to what had been secretly

‘going on against the queen; yet as his official services would be

afterwards needed in some of the measures contemplated, he was
summoned by Cromwell, in obedience to the king’s orders, from the
country, where he was then residing, to Lambeth. Only a week
before the May-day scene, namely, on the 22d of April, he was
residing at Knole, in Kent, as appears from the date of a letter
which he then wrote to Cromwell, and he was probably still there
when he received Cromwell’s letters requiring him to return to
Lambeth, but forbidding him to come into the royal presence until
he should receive further orders ; a prohibition which, on the part
of the king, looked very like the shrinking of a self-condemned

1 This lady was the wife of Aune's uncle, Sir Edward Boleyn.
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wrong-doer from meeting with a man whose office it was to condemn
injustice and cruelty. But still the king, not being igmorant of
Cranmer’s pliancy of disposition, had no fears that the prelate would
traverse his desfgns, and believed that it would be easy to convert
him into an instrument for carrying into execution that part of the
plot requiring his assistance. Cranmer arrived at Lambeth on the
2d of May, the day on which Anne was sent to the Tower. He was
now in great perplexity. Two different kinds of feelings were
struggling in his breast, a desire to vindicate the queen, whom
gratitude as well as justice bound him to protect if innocent, and a
desire to please the monarch, to whom he was too often criminally
ohsequious. These two sorts of feelings will explain the peculiar
character of his letter to the king, written on the following day, a
letter which has been very oppositely described by different his-
torians. Influenced by the one class of feelings, he pleads in behalf
of Anne, of whose character he affirms he had always entertained a
very high opinion ; impelled by the other class, he seems willing to
gratify the monarch’s thirst for vengeance. Speaking of the reports
as to the queen’s grace, he thus writes :—“1I am in such a perplexity
that my mind is clean amazed: for I never had better opinion of
woman than I had of her, which maketh me think that she should
not be culpable.” And again, “I think that your highness would not
have gone so far except she had been surely culpable. Now I think
that your grace best knoweth that, next unto your grace, I was most
bound unto her of all creatures living. Wherefore I most humbly
beseech your grace to suffer me in that which both God’s law,
nature, and also her kindness bindeth me unto; that is, that I may,
with your grace’s favour, wish and pray for her, that she may
declare herself inculpable and innocent. And if she be found cul-
pable, considering your grace’s goodness towards her, and from what
condition your grace, of your only mere goodness, took her, and set
a crown upon her head, I repute him not your grace’s faithful
servant and subject, nor true unto the realm, that would not de-
sire the offence without mercy to be punished to the example of
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others. And as I loved her not a little for the love which I judged
her to bear towards God and his gospel; so if she be proved cul-
pable, there is not one that loveth God and his gospel that ever will
favour her, but must hate her above all other; and the more they
favour the gospel, the more they will hate her; for then there was
never creature in our time that so much slandered the gospel. And
God hath sent her this punishment, for that she feignedly hath pro-
fessed his gospel in her mouth, and not in heart and deed. . .
From Lambeth, the 3d day of May.”

This letter, so far from being serviceable, must have been deeply
injurious to the cause of Anne. Cranmer, indeed, expresses the high
opinion he had always formed of her character, and speaks in lauda-
tory terms of the encouragement she had given to the Reformation ;
but the verbosity and emphasis with which he dwells upon the
severe punishment deserved by her i guilty, tended, as coming from
one in whose judgment Henry placed as much confidence as a mon-
arch so ungovernable and self-willed could repose in any man, to
justify to his own mind his murderous purpose. It was giving pro-
ninence to that side of the question on which the thoughts of Henry
most dwelt, and in his present state of mind would rather slacken
the reins than restrain him in the course he was so furiously
driving. Why did not Cranmer introduce and dwell with equal
force on another supposition—the fearful guilt the monarch would
incur should he condemn the queen if ske was innocent ?* This, as
he well knew, would have been ungrateful to the royal ears; but the
life of an unprotected lady was at stake, and the whole truth should
have been plainly told at all hazards. Fain would Cranmer have
bridled the monarch’s fury, and claimed even-handed justice for the
accused queen ; but his cautious timorous disposition unqualified him
to be the firm and fearless defender of the innocent and the oppressed
against the ruthless power of a royal oppressor. This letter betrays
the leading defect in his character—the want of decision, so espe-
cially necessary in those stormy times to thorough integrity of con-
duct, and a facility of disposition which made him too easily led
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astray by others, contrary to his own better judgment and feelings
—a defect regretted by his warmest friends, and sneeringly blazoned
by the enemies of the Reformation, who can never forgive his zeal-
ous services in its behalf. !

After having finished this letter, he was sent for to the star
chamber by some of the king’s ministers. On his arrival they
recounted to him the tale of her alleged guilt, and succeeded -in
getting him to believe in her criminality. This we learn from the
postseript added to the letter: “After I had written this letter,”
says he, “unto your grace, my Lord Chancellor, my Lord of Oxford,
my Lord of Sussex, and [Sands] my Lord Chamberlain of your
grace’s house, sent for me to come unto the star chamber, and there
declared unto me such things as your grace’s pleasure was they
should make me privy to, for the which I am most bounden unto
your grace. And what communications we had together, I doubt
not but they will make the true report thereof unto your grace. 1
am exceedingly sorry that such faults can be proved against the
queen, as I heard of ¢keir relation, but I am, and ever shall be your
faithful subject.” This portseript, even more than the letter, tended
to confirm Henry in his fatal purpose. Cranmer, we see, now
believed the queen to be guilty, and gives up her defence, upon the
simple authority of the story told him by these lords. Thus to
condemn her without proof, was equally uncharitable and unjust.
Had he expressed his resolute determination not to condemn her
till her guilt was established—had he made the most earnest in-
tercessions in her behalf—there is no reason to think that he could
have preserved her from destruction; but this course, injurions
though it might have been to his temporal interests, justice de-
manded, and it would have yielded true satisfaction to his own
mind, for no one will ever repent of leaning to the side of charity
and of mercy.

On the 6th of May Anne wrote her celebrated letter to the king
—a letter universally admired for its beautiful composition, its
affecting eloquence, and indicating a highly cultivated mind. She
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acknowledges her deep obligations to his majesty, for exalting her
from a comparatively low station to the highest rank to which
female ambition could aspire. She assures him that this sudden
vicissitude had not taken her by surprise, as, even in the hey-day of
prosperity, she had anticipated such an event as not improbable.
She maintains her innocence of the erimes imputed to her, demands
alawful and open trial, and the exclusion of her sworn enemies
from acting as her accusers and judges. In short, she expresses a
generous solicitude about the preservation of the lives of the indivi-
duals criminated on her account.! But in vain did she appeal to
Henry’s justice and mercy; and his heart remaining impenetrably
obdurate to her touching eloquence, she could appeal to no other
quarter for her life. His will was supreme, and she had, therefore,
now to make up her mind patiently to submit to whatever treat-
ment he should doom her to undergo.

Forgetting, or not knowing, from her imperfect experience of
human character, how her fallen fortunes would change the coun-
tenances and the hearts of her friends, she placed upon those whom
she conceived to be the best portion of them a_confidence doomed,
alas! to disappointment. “I would I had my bishops,” said she to

_ Kingston, “for they would all go to the king for me.”® That Bishop
Shaxton, then professedly a zealous disciple of the Reformation, but
a wolf in sheep’s clothing, made no effort in her behalf, need not
excite our surprise. He had pressed forward to do her honour; he
had courted her favour, fawned upon and flattered her, so long as
he expected some brilliant advantage as the fruit of his eringing
homage ; but when calamity had now overtaken her, instead of
applauding he condemned her, instead of respectfully bowing the
knee he contemptuously shook the head. His letter to Cromwell
on the 23d of May, four days after her execution, betrays the
genuine spirit of the man. It is now much mutilated by fire, but
these imperfect passages are still legible: “She sore slandered the

1 See this letter in Appendiz, No. L
2 MS. Otho, c. x,, p. 260; quoted in Turner’s Reign of Henry VIIL, vol. ii., p. 434.
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same—hath exceedingly deceived me—that vice that she was found
—Lord have merey on her soul.” But even the best of her bishops,
partaking of the imperfection and infirmity of human nature, and
afraid of incurring the monarch’s displeasure, left her solitary and
unprotected. They shrunk from claiming for her case, what grati-
tude and justice equally bound them to do, an impartial investiga-
tion; the avoidance of precipitation, as injurious to dispassionate
inquiry and an upright decision; and that mercy which, even
should she be found guilty, it would have been creditable for all
concerned in the prosecution to have extended to her. Finding at
length that she was thus unbefriended and forsaken by all, the
thoughts, trite, because founded on daily experience, expressed in
the Rambler, would affectingly and strongly suggest themselves to
her mind :—

¢ When smiling fortune spreads her golden ray,
All crowd around to flatter and obey ;
But when she thunders from an angry sky,
Our friends, our flatterers, and lovers fly.”

On the 10th of May, seven of those judges who had been on the
special commission for making inquiry into the conduct of the
queen, having met with the grand jury of Westminster, consisting
of seven squires and nine gentlemen, the criminating matter col-
lected against her was considered, and by the verdict of the jury,
given upon their oaths, a bill of indictment for high treason' was
found against her; Sir Henry Norris, groom of the stole to the
king; Sir Francis Weston and William Brereton, gentlemen of the

1 “Two legal explanations of this proceeding have been attempted. The first is
founded on the statute of treasons, 25 Ed. III., which made it high treason to violate
the queen; a word which had been understood as applicable to any illicit connection
with her. As accessory to the treason of her paramours, she became, by operation of
law, a principal in the crime. The other represents the indictment as under the late
statute, which made it treason ‘to slander the succession of herissue’ by the profes-
sion of love to others, with which she was charged. It is hard to say which of these
constructions was the most forced and fantastic. But it seems evident, from the use
of the word violavit in the indictment, that the prosecutors, in spite of the common
meaning of this word, which implies force, chose to rely on the atatute of Edward I1L.”

—Sir James Mackintosh’s History of England, vol. ii., p. 195.
I
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