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INTRODUCTION

HIS slight sketch of the life and work
of Lady Fry of Darlington has been
undertaken at the request of some of those
who worked under her guidance in one or
more of the public objects she had at heart.
It is thought that it may be useful to women
desirous of following in her steps and unable
now to obtain from her that hearty encourage-
ment which she was always so ready to give
to any who came to her with an earnest desire
to do useful work.
My thanks are due to the members of
Lady Fry’s family and several of her old

friends for supplying me with information,
5



6 INTRODUCTION

although in the first instance they doubted
whether the life of one who had lived so
much within her own home, and who had
never sought publicity for its own sake, was
a fitting subject for publication.

ELIZA ORME.

118, UppEr TuLse HiLL, S.W.
Marck, 1898.
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CHAPTER I
EARLY INFLUENCES

OPHIA PEASE, afterwards Lady Fry,
was the daughter of John Pease, of
East Mount, 'Darlington, in the county of
Durham, and his wife Sophia. She was born |
at East Mount on June 11, 1837. In order
to understand the influences under which she
grew up it is necessary to recall something of
the conditions of life in the North of Eng-
land sixty years ago and to consider the
position occupied by members of her family
in relation to politics, philanthropy, and in-
dustrial enterprise.

Edward Pease, the grandfather of Sophia,
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seen at Yarm, where Pease laid down
£10,000 as the first subscription towards
the cost of the railway. It is called the
“ George and Dragon.” In 1821 the work
was begun, and in four years the line was
opened. The whole face of the country
was changed by this development. Dis-
tricts like Middlesborough, which had hitherto
been purely agricultural, became great centres
for the shipment of coal and iron, and many
capitalists transferred their wealth into these
tempting lines of investment. Edward Pease,
who had formerly been chiefly interested in
the spinning and weaving of wool, became
more and more connected with railway en-
terprise and the iron trade, and his three
sons, John, Joseph, and Henry, were drawn
in the same direction.

John Pease, the eldest son of Stephenson’s
friend, was born in 1797. He married at the

age of twenty-six, just at the anxious time
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Railway, but attended the meetings by invi-
tation, until at last the management became
amalgamated with that of the North-Eastern
Railway Company. He was endowed with
great business talent, which was recognised
by all who knew him, and he was always
willing to use it in the promotion of enter-
prises he approved, especially if they had
for their object the improvement of the
moral or physical conditions of the people.
He was a promoter, and for some time a
director, of the Darlington Gas Company—
a concern which was afterwards purchased
by the Corporation. He was also on the
Board of the Stockton and Middlesborough
Water Company, and was an active mem-
ber of the Darlington Board of Health
before the incorporation of the borough.
But in spite of all this successful business
activity his principal energies were devoted

to religious teaéhing. He had a great gift
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ing efforts. She sometimes accompanied
him on his missionary tours, and through-
out their married life she seconded all his
best work and encouraged him to give
time and energy to those high objects
which the best instincts of his nature
prompted him to undertake. Her geniality
and the kindness of her smile are remem-
bered by persons who knew her in their
childhood. She dressed in the strictest
Friends’ costume, but she had a beautiful
pink-and-white complexion, which added
light and colour to the sombre Quaker
garb.

The second son of Edward Pease was
Joseph, father of the present Sir Joseph
Whitwell Pease, Bart, M.P. It was chiefly
due to the talent and business capacity of
this son that his father, Edward Pease, and
his brothers became so largely interested in

railways, coal, and iron. In 1832 he was

-2
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hospitably entertained were chiefly members
of the Society of Friends residing in Darling-
ton, or drawn there by Quarterly Meetings
or other religious functions, or were persons
with whom the host and hostess were in
sympathy in the pursuit of some good
work. The eldest daughter, Sophia, was
born fourteen years after her parents’
marriage, and three years later they had
a second daughter, Mary Anna, now the
wife of Mr. Jonathan Backhouse Hodgkin,
of Elm Ridge, Darlington. There were no
other children, and the two girls passed the
years of their childhood in close and un-
broken companionship. It was not until
she was fourteen years of age that Sophia
was sent to school, and she returned home
in less than a year. Her life affords an
interesting instance to the student of edu-
cation of the effect of bringing up a girl

at home under a system of tuition by
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Yet it is those to whom she is bound by
family associations, inherited tastes, and
the similarity of circumstances, who will
probably be the companions of her future
life, and it is among them that she must
win the respect and affection that will
secure her their co-operation in whatever
work she may take in hand. Such con-
siderations make one doubt whether public
opinion insists sufficiently upon home in-
fluence as a valuable element in the edu-
cation of girls.

It must not be supposed that the life at
Eastmount was either dull or monotonous.
Besides the higher life of the parents, which
gave its tone to the conversation carried on
over the hospitable table and round the
cosy hearth, there were the numberless
matters in which the family were more
or less concerned, and in which the girls

took an increasing share as they became
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education, unless by almost unbelievable
energy they snatched a few hours in a
den of a night school. The Peases were
amongst the few employers who anticipated
legislative reform in these matters by in-
teresting themselves in the sanitary éon-
dition of the homes of their workpeople
by aiding the establishment of schools for
the young, and by encouraging intelligent
discussion, religious life, and habits of
thrift and temperance among those who
had grown up in deplorable ignorance.
Such endeavours to raise the standard of
life among the poorer classes became
doubly necessary when the sleepy tran-
quillity of rural villages was transformed
by the railway into the rush and turmoil
of crowded towns. All the human sym-
pathy, combined with the shrewd common
sense of business men, possessed by the

Peases in no ordinary degree, was needed
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ham, a beautiful district of wooded hills
between Bristol and Redland, and their
gardens opened into each other in the
manner so common among Friends. It
seems as if the absence of some of the
amusements and excitements of life neces-
sitated by the rules of their sect induced
Quakers in old times to devote unusual at-
tention to the cultivation of their gardens,
and even at the present time, when their
habits are so much less distinguishable from
those of others than used to be the case,
their gardens remain unrivalled for pic-
turesque effect and brilliant hues.

Francis Fry, chiefly known as the collector
of English Bibles, had built his house close
to the round tower of Cotham, erected, in
1779, on an eminence commanding a splen-
did view of Kingswood on one side and of
Bristol and its environs on the other. The

spot was a favourite one for tourists, who
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her own father-in-law. Here she found her-
self in a large circle of young people, in-
cluding her future husband and many of
his near relations. From Cotham she went
to Miss Taylor’s school at Frenchay. During
the short time she stayed there no great
progress could be made in book knowledge,
but she secured one valued friend whose
companionship and correspondence was the
source of much mutual delight to both of
them during many years. This was Sarah
Sturge, the niece of the well-known philan-
thropist, Joseph Sturge, of Birmingham.
In later years the friends were more closely
connécted, as Sarah married Sophia’s cousin,
Mr. Edward Pease. She died in 18ys,
leaving one child, the present Countess of
Portsmouth. Writing in that year to Sophia
Pease (then Mrs. Theodore Fry), she says,
in speaking of this friendship: “I valued
it beyond what words can express. Mer-
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a little Quaker graveyard, shut out from all
the world on every side but that on which
a narrow entrance running under the tiny
meeting-room gives a bare approach to it,
and seems to admit you to the very still-
ness of a Quaker meeting of the dead.
There was at that time no church. This
little Quaker meeting-house, Mr. Maurice's
tiny chapel, and the graveyards belonging
to them, were the only spots devoted to
sacred purposes within it.”

The little village slowly grew as people
were attracted by the exceptional beauty
of the neighbourhood and the convenient
distance from the City, but it was not until
easy communication by railway made so
‘many of our English villages into the out-
skirts of towns that Frenchay and the neigh-
bouring village of Fishponds where in the
old days one Joel Lean had a large Friends’
school for boys, became altered beyond all
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During the next ten years Sophia Fry
led a very quiet life in her parents’ home,
slowly building up the intimate knowledge
which was afterwards so useful to her in
her public work, and which she possessed
in no common degree—the knowledge of the
life of the poor. Many unselfish workers
manage to acquaint themselves very accu-
rately with the facts and figures of the
subject. They know the average rent of
the houses of any given class of the popu-
lation with the average rate of wages, of
births, and of deaths. They are primed
with a list of things that need reform, and
generally have the corresponding list of
reforms to recommend. But the knowledge
of the wants and difficulties of other people
which Sophia Pease gained during the years
she lived and worked under her parents’
influence was something entirely different

from this. She was able not to theorize
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being that in Kendrew Street. To this she
attached herself as an active helper, giving
much time and thought to the work and
devising new methods of infusing life and
spirit into it. For instance, she formed a
class of the pupil teachers, which met once
a week and which she herself conducted
until a short time before her marriage.
Several years later she was the instigator
of a centre of cookery classes being opened
in connection with these schools, which was
quite an innovation at the time when she
did it, although now most people regard it
as a necessary part of an elementary school
for girls. She never lost her interest in the
school, and continued to act on a sub-com-
mittee of management appointed by the
School Board after the election of that
body in 1870.

Four years after her brief experience of
school life the routine of home was again

3
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building and endowment of a boarding
school, at which about eighty boys and
girls in humble life were to be trained.
The management was intrusted to a com-
mittee of men and women, and the insti-
tution has already been very successful in
accomplishing th:: objects for which it was
established. Mr. and Mrs. John Pease and
their daughters, after coming into possession
of Cleveland Lodge, made a practice of
spending a great part of every summer at
Ayton, and took an active share in the con-
duct of the school. With her knowledge
of similar work in Darlington, Sophia Pease
was particularly interested in it, and from time
to time served on the Board of Management.

The Cleveland district is very tempting
to those who love open air and beautiful
scenery. The sisters acquired the habit of
taking long walks and rides, and sometimes

they made pleasant excursions with their






EARLY INFLUENCES 37

But even as it was in the old days, it must
have been far above the average school for
children of the poorer classes, and there was
plenty of room for trying experiments and
seeking to make the pupils as happy and
useful as possible. At first it was intended
to train the boys in agriculture, and a farm
was part of the institution. This has been
discontinued, as other industries have been
found more desirable, and the farm is let to

a tenant who supplies the school with dairy
produce. The lodging-house next door to

the school was used when Mr. and Mrs.
John Pease were at Cleveland Lodge as a
training school for domestic servants. A
lady still living in Darlington remembers
being, with her husband, the first guests, and
she thinks this was a special privilege, as
gentlemen were not favoured as lodgers.
This house is still a travellers’ rest, but being
managed merely as an ordinary lodging-
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has nothing in it of the formal institution.
Considering the backward state of education
when the place was started, the parsimonious
views of the general public about elementary
education, which continued during the years
of its early management, and the great
difficulty of housing eighty children in a
home and not a barrack, the efficiency and
unusual characteristics observable at Great
Ayton speak worlds for the wisdom and
kindliness of the Thomas Richardsons and
those who have carried on the work. Miss
Rouse, the last governess who taught Sophia
Pease and her sister, and who afterwards was
for many years the principal of an excellent
ladies’ school at York, used to speak with
great affection and admiration of her former
pupil. She was struck with the power she
had even as a young girl of attending to
several things at the same time and keeping

the threads in her mind distinct and dis-
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graveyard at Darlington, having outlived
his younger contemporary, George Stephen-
son, by ten years.

Partly by new acquaintances made during
his numerous journeys for religious pur-
poses, and partly by ever-increasing family
connections, the circle of friends welcomed
by John Pease to his Darlington home, or
to the lovely retreat at Ayton, grew rapidly
wider. His daughter Sophia was now of
an age to become his sympathetic com-
panion as well as his loving child. This
companionship she valued intensely, and
probably owed more to it than to any other
influence she experienced during her girl-
hood. But she did not spend all her time
at Darlington or Cleveland during these
years. She had many friends who, besides
visiting her and corresponding by letter,
claimed in return visits from her to their

own homes in various parts of England,
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some degree from hers. Thus she was able
to compare and test her plans, and in
doing so showed an unusual open-minded-
ness and an anxiety to hear the opinions
of others. This characteristic remained with
her through life, and was a valuable aid
in working in association with men and
women when often the same object is
sought by different methods, and co-opera-
tion is only possible if each is ready to
hear with an unprejudiced mind the plans
of others,

On August 14, 1862, Sophia Pease was
married to Theodore, the second son of
Francis Fry, of Bristol, at whose beautiful
house at Cotham she had spent her first
evening away from home eleven years ago.
The old grandfather was not spared to see
the result of that momentous journey which
he had taken with his little granddaughter
when he had introduced her into a family
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daughters was rendered much more cheer-
ful than it would otherwise have been by
the close intimacy which existed between
them and their cousins, the children of
Joseph and Henry Pease. Joseph lived at
a large house in Darlington called South
End, which was surrounded with a beau-
tiful garden, and there was constant inter-
course between the young people of this
house and at East Mount, and plenty of
healthy exercise, such as riding and driving,
took place amongst them. Sophia was par-
ticularly fond of her live pets and her
garden. The love of flowers remained
with her all her life. In a letter dated
April 8, 1845, from East Mount, to a
governess who had recently left in conse-
quence of ill health, she says: “I send thee
in this some violets. . . . We are enjoying
this sweet spring much; the hedges are
budding so finely. The daffodils are out.
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17th and 18th December, 1844, written by
Mrs. John Pease to the same governess,
with a little postscript by Sophia. Mrs.
Pease, after some inquiries as to her cor-
respondent’s health, says: “ Since our return
from our pleasant visit to my relations we
have sat down with punctuality to our little
school at half after nine, and enjoyed going
on with such parts of dear Sophy’s lessons
as I feel most up to. She has been a
sweet little pupil. Indeed I have no fault
thus far. Of course we have interruptions
of various kinds. Enough already to satisfy
me it is not a plan that can be kept up
with advantage to cither mother or child.
In the afternoon we have mostly read and
worked together. This week my district
and the Female Charity must have some
attention. I have been half through to
ascertain what articles are wanted, and

when these are distributed the care will
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has also been fraught with other mercies,
among which I may prominently rank that
of a good report of my dearest earthly
treasure. He writes from Philadelphia,
where and around he expects to spend
much of the winter,” and so, with some
account of the religious mission in which
her husband was occupied, she concludes
with a postscript of kind messages to the
governess’s relatives. On the next page,
in large round-hand, follows Sophy’s contri-
bution :—

“MY DEAR MARY,—Mamma and I get
on very nicely with our lessons. I like to
have mamma to teach me very much.
Alice sends her love, and is glad thou art
better. I wish thou would write to me
soon. We have not much afternoon school.
Yesterday was the 17th of 12th month,
dear Mary Anna’s birthday. Vefy likely

4






EARLY INFLUENCES 5t

Birmingham (afterwards Mrs. Edward Pease),
is the most agreeable. . . .

“I shall not forget you at Monthly Meeting
at Cotherstone on 3rd day. . . . I think it is
generally a very pleasant Monthly Meeting,
and I feel many regrets at not being there.
However, the time will come again, I hope, for
being at liberty to enjoy home pleasures once
more, for time will fly, and I do feel more
than a little pleasure at nearly one week of
my school life being passed. For though
school is pleasant, home is certainly
pleasanfer, though I doubt not for one
momeht that my life here is more profitable.
We take a walk nearly every day, and I am
much struck with the great beauty of the
country—so country-like it really feels
rather like being out of the world to hear
no railway nor sea.

“I am much more pleased with —— than
I expected from accounts, though I rather
fancy hers is a character which will not bear
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In view of the strong feeling she had
about Irish questions at a later period of
her life, the following letter written when she

was nineteen, is interesting :—

“DUBLIN, 7tk monthk, 1st day, 1856.
“ BRAY, 72k month, 2nd day, 1856.

“MY DEAR EMMA,—It is late on 1st day
evening, and we have to be off early to-
morrow, so that I must not write thee much.
Yet I do not like to go into the country
without sending thee a few lines to tell thee
how capitally we got across here. I am sure
you may pluck up courage, for there really is
not the slightest difficulty, indeed I think we
found the voyage easier than four hours’
summer railway travelling. We were on
deck the whole time, five hours from when
we first went on board, and did not have the
slightest feeling of sickness. The evening

was lovely and calm, though not very clear,
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The ‘ Upsets,’ as we have named them?, are
waiting there in great numbers, and are most
extraordinary vehicles, like half omnibuses,
of which the doors almost touch the ground,
and as you enter it seems just a chance if
you will be able to settle on the steep side or
tumble out again into the road. We did not
get to bed till nearly two, and about half-past
two there was a tremendous storm of thunder
and lightning, which woke us up as soon as
we were éettled, and as flash after flash of
forked lightning danced on the window-
panes and the rain sounded as if it would
come in at the roof, we did feel very helpless,
and as they say such storms are very un-
common it is very pleasant it is over before
your arrival. Yesterday we went a drive
in Pheenix Park, which is very pretty, and
the carman’s thoroughly Irish descriptions
were most entertaining. He seemed to think

* Inside cars.
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“VEVAY, 26. 6. 1858.

“MY DEAREST EMMA,—I hasten to send
thee what must have appeared to thee
my very tardy acknowledgments for thy
kind and interesting letter, which unfortu-
nately missed us at Cologne and has followed
us in our wanderings, only catching us up
here last evening. . . . I wrote to grandpapa
(Mr. Edward Pease) from Interlaken. You
might perhaps hear from him how greatly
we enjoyed our ‘tarrience’ there, especially
our visit to the Ernidelhald Glacier. Since
then we have had two hard days of post-
ing, part of the way through magnificent
scenery. The bold, rocky crags and moun-
tains, deep gorges, and foaming torrents,
rivalled, I think, anything we have seen
elsewhere. It is a great comfort that papa
is so very much better. For the last week
he has seemed steadily to gain ground,

and is now able to take his daily and
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certainly heard a good sermon, but rather
dryish! The scene from the balcony here
last evening was intensely lovely. We
watched the setting sun light up with a
bright red glow the rocky cliffts on the
edge of the lake, and then its parting rays
seemed to linger on the snow-capped
mountains till, gently passing away, all
seemed clothed in grey, cold twilight.
Then the moon rose behind the distant
hills till its streams of silver light seemed
to illumine the whole surface of the lake,
and here and there a snowy height caught
a faint ray, and then a flash of sheet
lightning seemed for a moment to brighten
even the frowning summit of the Téte
Noir. Meanwhile in the garden below us
there was a splendid band, and their national,
and at times half-sacred music, added greatly
to the whole effect, while in celebration of
some gala day, beautiful rockets were fired
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school is getting on as well as could be
expected during the continued absence of
Mr. Parker, for so far as I have seen no
one can fi// his place. It must be quite a

relief to you to have left the first class

under such care, and very kind of
to undertake it. Will you send any repre-
sentatives to the Ist day school Conference
at Ackworth Quarterly Meeting, I wonder,
and are any of you going? When mamma
told us that Eliza Gurney had spoken of
being there it did make a little longing
spring up in our minds to have another
peep at her and share in the interests we
three so enjoyed together two years ago;
but I suppose there is no chance of this.
I hope some of you will be there, and we
shall remember you, both there and at the
Quarterly Meeting on 3rd day. I have
not yet said, dear Emma, what I have often
felt—the hope that thou art feeling quite
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refreshed by thy stay in the South, and
that the fresh breezes will remove all the
relics of thy tedious cold.
“With very much love to each of your
circle,
“I am thy ever loving cos,

“ SOPHIA PEASE, Junior.”

Writing from Bristol to her cousin Emma
the year before her marriage, she says :—

“] am indeed enjoying myself very much.
From 4th day to 7th I was here where there
does indeed seem everything to make home
happy. . . . I took a class at school on 1st
day which seemed curiously still to my ears,
and though I certainly enjoyed the quiet, felt
rather to conclude that additional life and
energy is given by being in the same room
as the boys.”
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astonishing to those who could estimate
something of the pressure of her home
duties year after year for periods in some
cases exceeding twenty-five years.

In the meantime the home was not
neglected. To the group of three children
born in Bristol five more were added at
Darlington, and she strove to make her
little ones as free and cheerful and full of
interests as she herself had been.

A letter to Miss Emma Pease, dated
March 22, 1879, and giving an account of
Dean Stanley’s address on the occasion of
the opening of the Training College for
Teachers at Darlington, conveys a striking

picture of Mrs. Fry’s busy life at this period :—

“I know, dear Emma, thy thoughts will
have been with us yesterday, and that thou
wilt be glad to learn that the Dean’s visit

has become a great success on the whole.
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keep the address, and the Ecko seems nearly
sold out. One very pleasant feature of the
day was that
happy, amiable frame of mind. He thinks

(an official) was in a most

the College was never before in so satis-
factory a state . . . and that the ladies’
management is a success, and no change
needed!!! Now, dear Emma, thou wilt be
weary of this long epistle. We missed thee
much, and should have been truly glad
couldst thou have shared the interests of
the day. With much dear love,
“Ever affectionately,
“S. T. FrRy.”

The name of the institution thus bril-
liantly opened is the British and Foreign
School Society’s North of England College.
The Society had need of a place in the
North in which to train mistresses for

elementary schools, and the offer of a large
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and I stayed till 1 am. to hear Joseph’s
speech on opium, and the debate which
followed. I think it would have done Ed-
ward good to see the interest and warm
feeling for the right elicited.

“1 think thee will be thoroughly tired of
this long letter. Theodore would join in
much love, but is at the House.

“ Ever affectionately,
“SopHIA T. FRry.
“ June 11, 1880.”

It was not, however, until six years later
that her life became greatly influenced by

political questions.
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CHAPTER III
POLITICAL WORK

AT the time of the General Election
in 1880 many people, women as well
as men, who had been accustomed to hold
themselves aloof from party politics, took
an active share in the struggle. It happens
thus from time to time in our country, the
political temperature rising to the necessary
point either because of the interest of the
public questions at issue or because of the
overwhelming influence of a leading states-
man, and very often from both these causes
acting and reacting on one another. For

such reforms as the Abolition of the Slave
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formance of its duties; the neglect of which
would in future times be to you a source
of pain and just mortification, and the
fulfilment of which will serve to gild your
own future years with sweet remembrances,
and to warrant you in hoping that, each
in your own place and sphere, you have
raised your voice for justice, and have
striven to mitigate the sorrows and mis-
fortunes of mankind.”

As a direct consequence of this advice,
and of similar counsel from other authori-
tative quarters, small societies, after the
turmoil of the General Election was over,
were formed in Bristol, York, and Darling-
ton, with the object of drawing together
women who desired to educate themselves
and others in political questions, and assist
the Liberal politicians in their several locali-
ties whenever the necessity arose. These

societies were called Women’s Liberal Asso-
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some who, like myself, are rather old-
fashioned as to our views of the part to be
taken by women in the world’s work. And,
do not think when I admit that my views are
old-fashioned that I think they are out of
date. I stick to my guns about that. But
we are all united in our desire to help the
Liberal cause, which has always been the
cause of progress and justice to all, and
women are able in this to give powerful help.
Our party has good prospects just now. The
situation is full of hope. I welcome you to
take part in a winning cause, and I wish you
all God-speed in your work.”

The new organisation was christened the
Women’s Liberal Federation, and started
under good auspices and with fair promise of
success. Mrs. Theodore Fry was elected one
of the honorary secretaries, and devoted a
great part of her time for some years to

the correspondence necessitated by her office,
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tion into the condition of the people and the
administration of the law. In 1892 Mrs.
Fry accompanied him, and they went to
several interesting places, including Letter-
frack, where Miss Sturge was engaged in
establishing a basket - making industry.
During this tour Mrs. Fry was able to
examine for herself the conditions of life
among the poorer classes in town and
country. On her return she spoke at York
and many other places, chiefly dwelling on
the necessity of the development of the
resources of the country so as to avoid
the cruel necessity of emigration. She was
much interested in such practical and busi-
ness-like enterprises as Miss Sturge’s at
Letterfrack, but acknowledged the pressing
need of some sweeping reform in the land
laws which would result in a more equitable
distribution of the land among the popula-
tion. Mrs. Fry also advocated active tem-
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annual meetings which were held in London
every May. From the commencement until
her death she acted as vice-president of the
executive of the Association.

In order to show the estimation in which
she was held by her colleagues I may quote
from a letter written by one of them to a
member of her family on hearing of her
death :— A

“The loss to us, her fellow-workers, is
absolutely irreparable. I am dismayed as I
look to the future. She was the work. She
created us. She kept us going. Her faith
and courage never failed, and her sweetness
knew no intermission. All through troubled
and conflicting times I never heard from her
one harsh, u.nkind judgment of either friend
or opponent, and her abounding generosity
was a full but silent stream.”

The slight sketch I have given of the

difference of opinion existing among the
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members of the earlier organisation indicates
the nature of the political work which was
done by Lady Fry outside the Association of
women to which she belonged. She worked
heartily for the return of Parliamentary can-
didates who were in her opinion likely to
further the adoption of the reforms which
she believed to be necessary for the welfare
of the country. - The fact of a candidate not
agreeing with her in every particular did not
prevent or even weaken her endeavours in
his behalf. Nor did she confine herself to
the election of representatives in her own
borough. She had considerable influence
throughout the northern counties and in
some parts of the South of England, and
wherever she could help the cause she had
so much at heart she was ready to do so.
Thus during the General Election which took
place in 1892, besides doing her utmost in
Darlington in the hardly contested fight
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the women voters to the poll in all the
elections in which they possess the suffrage,
and insisted upon this being the best and
most practical way of leading up to that
further enfranchisement which some were
so eager to obtain. In such directions as
these, and in the bye-elections which took
place from time to time, Lady Fry found
ample opportunity to show her unabated
interest in the Liberal cause after the defeat
of 1895, and her example of hope and
cheerfulness did much in sustaining the
courage of others. The following account
of the nature of her political influence out-
side her own borough is given by Mrs.
Smithson, who served for some time as a
member of the executive of the Federation
in its early days, and who has been the
honorary secretary of the Women’s Liberal
Association at York since its formation.

“My impressions of Lady Fry do not
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ever, was bound to come in an executive
committee the two main parties in which
differed so widely on essential points that
the bond of a common Liberalism was power-
less to unite them in any one course of
action.

“ After the first year of the Federation’s
existence I knew Lady Fry best as a most
sympathetic friend and adviser in local
political work, and an effective speaker at
our meetings. Our York Association owes
her very much, for her help to us went far
beyond giving her name as vice-president,
and we received constant proof of her
sympathetic interest in our work. A local
politician of experience used to say that
he considered the success of our meetings
assured when Lady Fry would consent to
preside over them. The combined sweet-
ness and dignity of her manner on a

platform, together with a fluency and
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readiness which never seemed to fail her,
made her extremely popular.

“ Any attempt to convey an impression of
Lady Fry which should leave unmentioned
her social and domestic qualities, would be
absurdly incomplete. No one could share
in the large hospitalities of Woodburn or
notice her charm and sweetness as hostess
without a conviction that her capacity for
public work was at any rate equalled by

her success in home organisation.”
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CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

IT would be a great mistake to suppose

that the political work described in
the last chapter by any means monopolised
Lady Fry’s attention even during the last
years of her life, although it undoubtedly
demanded an ever-increasing share of her
time. But until the last two years she was
blessed with unusually good health, and her
energy seemed to have no limit. We have
already seen that when she increased the
number and the responsibility of her philan-
thropic efforts she did not in any way

49
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neglect her home duties. At the time, when
she was organising perhaps one of the most
successful Mothers’ Meeting in the country,
raising funds to build a General Hospital,
acting as manager of a British School, and
as a leading member of the Committee of
a High School, giving practical aid in the
working of the Darlington Association for
the Care of Girls, in arranging the work
of a nurse and Bible-women, and joining
in innumerable other endeavours, we find
her the centre of a large social circle,
taking her part at one period as the
Mayoress of Darlington, at another as the
wife of the borough member, and always
with a well-ordered household, the very
type of kindly hospitality and family com-
fort. As her children grew up she watched
their education, letting them benefit by all
that the advance of civilisation had done

since her own childhood. In encouraging
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spondence which would otherwise have been
quite overwhelming.

For several years (from 1879 to 1886)
besides their home in Darlington and their
temporary homes in London, Mr. and Mrs.
Theodore Fry had a delightful retreat at
Rydal, near Grasmere. Here the formalities
of town could be put aside, and with their
children, and very often with a chosen circle
of friends, they enjoyed rest and recreation
which enabled them to take up their work
again with renewed strength. All her old
love of country life made Mrs. Fry delight
in these visits to the Lake district, but even
there she did not forget her missionary spirit,
for she used to visit the quarrymen in the
district during their dinner hour, and gave
them suitable matter to read on the subjects
she thought would interest them. Nearly
every year she and her husband spent

several weeks on the Continent, or occasion-
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tained their place in her estimation, and she
sought in them any literary recreation she
desired. She was very prone to give books,
both religious and secular works, to friends, or
even slight acquaintances, if she thought she
knew of a particular one that would suit
them. Some people administer books and
tracts like doses of physic, and think only of
the effect to be produced if the patient will
swallow it. This was not at all the spirit in
which Lady Fry chose her gifts. She loved
to make a book known to one to whom she
thought it would bring happiness exactly as
she would introduce two persons to one
another, believing that they would become
congenial co-workers in some useful object.

Amongst the Birthday honours of 1894 was
the creation of the baronetage of Sir Theo-
dore Fry. Lady Fry was deeply affected by
the widespread sympathy evinced on the

announcement of this recognition of good
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months passed she resumed more and more
of the old engagements in Darlington and
London and elsewhere, refusing numberless
appeals and yet attending more committees
and meetings and paying more visits to rich
and poor, especially poor, and writing and
receiving more letters than people of average
strength could attempt. In spite of cold and
neuralgia which attacked her in the early
spring of 1897 she insisted upon continuing
her usual round of work, until a tour in Spain
was planned with her husband and one of her
daughters for the Easter holidays, and it was
hoped that this rest and change would be of
great benefit to her health. On the 11th of
March she attended the Friends’ Monthly
Meeting at Stockton, and on the following
day was present at an important meeting of
the Darlington Temperance Society. Besides
numerous other engagements, kept in spite

of the indisposition from which she was
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suffering, two fatiguing politica] meetings
were attended on the 18th and 1g9th of
March. On the 18th she presided at the
Annual Meeting of the Darlington Women’s
Liberal Association, and on the following
day addressed the members of the Barnard
Castle Women’s Liberal Association. To
the last she was faithful to her Mothers’
Meeting, and as the departure for Spain was
fixed for Wednesday, the 24th, and this was
the regular day for the meeting, a special
one was held on Monday, the 22nd, at
which she bade the members goodbye.
This was the last occasion on which she
was called upon to exert her unselfish
devotion to the good of others. The words
she spoke on that day are treasured up
by those who heard them as very precious
remembrances and they have not yet learned
to allude to that last meeting without

emotion.
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scholars to convey to yourself and your
family a message of sympathy with you
all in this great loss—a loss not confined
within the limits of your own family but
to thousands who have come under that
warm sunshine of a loving, generous heart.
I can truly say the fervent, earnest ex-
pression of all who gave expression to
their thoughts was deepfelt at their loss,
and also the genuine sorrow for you all.
Our earnest desire is that the Lord will
be ever close, and those words of love to
us all may ever be a solace: ‘Behold I
am with thee’
“Your most respectful,
“J. F. J—>

The great variety of class, sect, and politi-
cal opinion which was represented by these
resolutions was equally remarkable in the

letters written by individuals. Dignitaries
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of the Church, Catholic priests, and Dissen-
ting ministers, Conservatives and Liberals,
rich and poor, learned and simple, ex-
pressed in different ways, but all with
the true ring of genuine feeling, their per-
sonal sorrow and their sympathy with
those who had lost something more than
a friend and colleague. This unanimity of
feeling was most strikingly shown on the
day of her funeral, which took place on
Saturday, April 3rd. No arrangements
were made for anything but the usual
quiet interment in the Friends’ graveyard
behind the Darlington meeting-house, and
service in accordance with the customs
of the Society. But the people of Dar-
lington themselves made the day one of
public mourning, and the event was a
striking and an imposing display of the affec-
tion and respect inspired by an unselfish

life. No more fitting resting-place could
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have been chosen. Her grandfather,
Edward Pease, ever to be remembered in
connection with one of our greatest in-
stitutions, the railway system; John Pease,
known during his life as the “Silver
Trumpet of the North,” and always thought
of by her not only as her father but as her
friend and as the inspirer of her earliest
efforts; Sophia Pease, the gentle mother,
who had striven conscientiously to keep
up the discipline of the schoolroom, but
had let her off very lightly in the matter
of afternoon lessons; Edward Pease, the
cousin at South End, by whom and by
whose wife her warmest friendship had
been awakened, and numbers of others
more or less connected with her family
have all been buried there, with no cere-
mony but the simple words spontaneously
spoken by any of those present who feel

moved to do so. Amongst those who
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one that is likely to last beyond the time
when those who were fortunate enough to
know her personally are still living to
tell of the woman they loved.



UNWIN BROTHERS,
WOEKING AND LONDON.





















