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Conversion and Christian Experience of

Rev* Bonomali Mozttndar.

(Told by Himself.)

I was born in the year 1858 A. D. , in the dis-

tinguished Mozundar family of Joka, in the

District of Jessore, in Bengal. My father, late

Haro Govinda Mozundar, was a high officer

of a Rajah. He was very fond of worshipping

idols and performed daily ceremonies. The
Mozundar family is a large one in the village

and was prosperous during the Mohammedan
rule. Rent-free land and the remains of an-

cient walls and temples speak loudly of the

grandeur of former days. By caste the Mo-
zundar family is Kayastha (a A^ery high

caste) and of the Hindu religion. Being born

in this family, I was nurtured and trained up
a strict Hindu from my birtli.

My father died when I was seven years old.

A year after my mother's eldest sister took

mie to her own home at Astamanisha village,

in the District of Pubna. My aunt was a Hindu
widow, very fond of performing religious ob-

servances and pilgrimages, and had gone to

distant parts of the country. She was child-

less and looked upon me as her own son ; she

entertained me as such, making me heir to

whatever she had. She ^vas a rigid Hindu and
made me like herself from my infancy.

When I was fourteen years old she had me
initiated into the Hindu faith by Sita Nath
Goswami, the famous pilgrim of Brindavan,

after which I performed the daily observances
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with great assiduity. At this time I was
learning in a village 'Hindu school, and in

leisure hotirs I used to read the Ramayan
(Hindu religious book) to my aunt and others.

Finishing the village school course, I went
to the Rajshahi District. Here, in the ap-

pointed course of study, I had to read geog-

raphy and natural philosophy. I was taught

according to the Hindu Puran (Hindu religious

book) that the earth rested on the head of a

snake, and when it shook its head earthquakes

took place, but now T know the notion was
false. Formerly I believed the monster Rahoo
(one of the Hindus' gods) swallowed the sun

and the moon, causing thereby the eclipses of

the sun and moon. When I read these anti-

Puranic accounts, which, however, were thor-

oughly explained to my satisfaction by my
teachers, doubt against the Hindu religion

arose in my mind. At this time the light of

truth began to enter into my mind, and I came
to feel by and by that the Hindu caste dis-

tinction and worship and the Puranic accounts

were senseless and against the dictates of con-

science.

Thus in doubt and restlessness I spent the

(irst eighteen years of my life. There was
then no peace in my mind ; it tended to ascet-

icism. I determined to search the truth and
embrace it in what religion soever it should

he found and spend my life religiously. I must
acknowledge this told seriously upon my schol-

astic course. Then, leaving Rajshahi, I went
home to Jessore. At a time when I was sit-

ting in the verandah, a youth of my age, and
distantly related, who knew I liked to read
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religious books, threw to me a tract and said,

"Here, take what you are searching for."

The name of the tract was Hindu Dharma
Bimordan (exposure of the Hindu rehgion),

published by the Calcutta Christian Tract

Book Society. I read it throughout with great

attention and found that the character of

Hindu gods and goddesses was most hateful.

In my mind I renounced the Hindu faith from
that day.

A year after this I went from home to

Pubna. There I expressed my mind to some
friends. They also opened their minds to me
and said, '

' Friend, we also have no faith in

the Hindu religion. " They advised me to em-
brace the Brahmo Somaj faith and gave me a

Brahvio Book of Prayer. I acted as advised

by them, but felt no happiness or peace in my
mind. When I read Hindu Dharvia Bimordan
(exposure of the Hindu religion) , alluded to

above, informing me of the wickedness of the

character of Hindu gods and goddesses, I came
to know that it was written by some Chris-

tian—a Christian—nor did I know anything

about his religion. In my boyhood I simply

heard the name "Christian," as a relative of

mine had embraced the Christian faith. This

relative I never saw before, but after reading

that book a strong desire arose in my mind
that I should see him and ask what Chris-

tianity is; what had he found in it, so that,

leaving all, he had embraced it, and if I found

any trace of truth in it I also should embrace

it.



So resolving, 1 dared walk fifty miles to the

house of that Christian relative all alone and

in the hottest part of the year—a painful two
days' journey. Finding the convert-relative,

I opened my mind to him. He said: "Your
object is laudable, but you are a young man.
Will you be able to leave all for the sake of

religion and undergo privation and suffer dif-

ficulties and disgi'ace? " I said: "Yes, lam
firmly resolved to embrace that religion whicli

will stand to proof and conscience and will

satisfy my hunger and thirst. I will then not

mind what may happen to me.

"

Seeing my eagerness and resolution, he first

explained to me the imperfectness of the

Brahmo creed. It cannot show forth the jus-

tice and mercy of God, consequently it cannot

save a sinner. Then he explained the life of

Christ, how that by His holy incarnation and
death on the cross the justice and the mercy
of God met together and a full propitiation

for our sins has been made. I stopped with
him for about a week. Thougli in my mind I

renounced Hinduism, yet I did not at once
abandon all its customs.

At our parting the Christian relative pro-

vided me with a copy of tlie New Testament
and a copy of Psalms of David, advising me
to study them diligently. Coming home, I

paid devout attention to their reading. The
more I read, the more I liked to read. " Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them

.

which de.spitefully use you and persecute

you."—Matt, v : 44. "Shew me thy way, O
Lord ; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy
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truth and teach rae : for thou art the God of

my salvation; on thee do I wait all the days."

—Psalm XXV : 4, 5. " Have mercy upon me, O
God, according to thy lovingkindness: accord-

ing unto the multitude of thy tender mercies

blot out my transgressions. "Wash me thor-

oughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin."—Psalm li : 1, 2. These became
the constant prayer of my heart.

1^

Thus living in Hindu society, I studied the

life of Christ in secret and believed He was an
uncommon man, but failed to understand that

he was an incarnation of God Himself. I

therefore went again to that Christian rela-

tive of mine. He showed me from the life of

Christ His power of performing miracles and
His sinless character, telling me : "In the

world tliere are lives of many great men, but

in the life of none will you find these two to-

gether. Had Jesus Christ not been incar-

nate such could not be the case." Then he

explained to me from the Prophets the ex-

piatory death and the mediatorship of Christ,

especially that part of the fifty-third chapter

of Isaiah where it is written, ' 'He was woimded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our

iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed."

From this passage he explained that, for the

expiation of the sins of the world, Jesus had
to undergo death. He further said, "It is

written in the Rig Veda (Hindu religious

book) of the Hindus that Prajapati would, for

his subjects, offer himself as a sacrifice, and
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Jesus Christ was that Prajapati." This was
very gratifying to me; I felt a strong faith in

Jesus Christ. The passages—"Come unto me
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest. Take my yoke tipon you,

and l6arn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in

heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

—Matt, xi : 28-30. I felt sweet as honey, and

my heart danced as it were in joy.

I returned home again from that relative.

Oh, the state of my mind at that time ! Dread-

ful fighting went on inmy mind. The thoughts

:

"How shall I renounce caste-honor? How
shall I leave paternal home and estates ? How
shall I make my old mother and aunt weep

for me, and how shall I leave rtij^ only

brother 1 " were very painful indeed. Then I

thought of cutting a middle way ; I would
live, I thought, among the Hindus and serve

Jesus Christ in secret. Then immediately

came into my mind the words of our Saviour

:

"He who loves his father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me." "Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is

in Heaven. But whosoever shall deny me be-

fore men him will I also deny before my
Father which is in Heaven."—Matt, x : 32, 33.

These words of our Saviour engendered fear

in my mind. Thus in internal strife one year

passed by. The leaving behind of estate was
comparatively easier than leaving mother,

aunt and an only brother. Then I found con-

solati m in prayer to God, on whom I left the

whole burden of my thoughts, and determined
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to make public confession by receiving Chris-

tian baptism.

Determining thus, I bade adieu to the Hindu
community and Hindu relations forever. All

alone I walked over fifty miles again, in order

to go to the relative alluded to. Oh, the num-
ber of tears I shed and the train of painful

thoughts as I walked ! Aftermuch trouble of

body and mind I reached my destination, the

house of the relative. To him I expressed my
desire. He was exceedingly glad and with ex-

pression of great affection and kindness re-

ceived me and began to impart religious in-

structions. By the power of the instructions

received, and the high example of Christian

life seen, 1 began to make continued progress

in Christian life.

Thus after one month I was baptized in the

name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost in

the evening service on Sunday, the 30th of

May, 1880, in the cliurch at Gopalgunge, in

Faridpore District, in East Bengal, by the

native missionary. Rev. Mathura Nath Bose,

B. A. , B. L. He is the very missionary to whom
allusion has been made as my '

' Christian rel-

ative." He also, like me, had renounced the

Hindu faith and embraced Christianity. At
this time I nearly completed twenty-two years

of age. After baptism I wrote to my Hindu
friends and relations of the step I had taken,

together with the reasons therefor. They were
extremely sorry and angry with me. My
mother and aunt came to me and said, weep-

ing: "Son, come home. Do not say you have
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become a Christian
;
say you have been living

with a relative." This request, however, I

was unable to fulfill.

After some months I went home. My friends

and relations of the village dealt with me se-

verely and insulted me. They permitted me
to stop in the verandah of an out-house. There

I had to eat out of a plantain leaf and clean

the place with my own hands. Thus in silence

I underwent all the insults. Some time after

this there was a meeting consisting of my own
relations, neighboring gentlemen and some
Brahmin Pandits. They sent for me and said:

"By embracing the Christian religion you
have done wrong, and we are much afflicted.

You should renounce that creed; then, by
making expiation, we will take you back." I

said in reply, "If you can show me that I

have done wrong by so doing then I will hear

you, otherwise not."

Then a Brahmin said from the assembly,
" Why, leaving Hinduism, you became a Chris-

tian?" Though a neophyte, I said meekly:
"The character of Hindu gods and goddesses

whom we worship is so immoral and hateful

that I cannot express it before this assembly.

How can a sinner obtain salvation and remis-

sion of sins by worshipping them ? " None dare

come forward in defence of the purity of

Hindu divinity, but were all out of temper
and told me roughly, "You caste-destroyer

and family disgrace, away from here; you
shall never be allowed to enter the door

again." The Lord Jesus hath said, "Ye
shall be hated of all for my name's sake."

This contributed much to my comfort. I
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could not stop at home for the persecution

that followed. I went again to that Christian

relative. Thus was I exposed to persecution

for eight years, but the persecution abated

continually as they saw my patience and stead-

fastness in the performance of my duties.

Afterwards they raised no objection when I

visited home once or twice during the year.

After baptism I thought within myself,
'

' The religion that cost me so much but took

away hunger and thirst I must preach to my
countrymen." I did the work of a preacher

in the Gopalgunge Mission for twelve years,

helping government as an honorary magis-

trate and doing some other works in the edu-

cational line. Preaching the gospel became
my daily spiritual food. The Word of God
tasted very sweet. It was '

' sweeter than

honey and honeycomb," as David the Psalm-

ist experienced.

For more than twenty years I am serving

the Lord Jesus Christ. He has removed from

my heart the fear of death and lias put in-

stead of it peace. Now death is my way to

heaven. 1 can dare say now, " O death, where
is thy victory ? " He liath granted me victory

through my Lord Jesvis Christ, who hath said,

" And everyone that hath forsaken houses, or

brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or

wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake,

shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit

everlasting life."—Matt, xix : 29; and here I

testify, the Lord hath indeed fulfilled His prom-

ise in me. True friend like Hira I have none

In illness and sorrow, trouble and danger, trial

and persecution, He has been with me and
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has saved, supported and comforted me. In

whatever direction I turn my eye I see noth-

ing but His mercy and love. It is tlie only

desire of my heart that to the end of my life

I may serve Him and preach His gospel to my
benighted countrymen.

^8

Providentially I joined the Methodist Epis-

copal Mission from the 1st of January, 1892,

and began to labor as a pastor of the Bengali

Church at Dharamtala Street, in Calcutta.

Methodist doctrines, mode of service, bearing

testimony, led me to feel that I was entering

into a glorious new life. In the course of

events there was a revival meeting at Jhan-

jra, a place south of Calcutta, in April, 1894.

I was present there. Our Presiding Elder

(now Bishop), F. W. Warne, preached there

on Pentecost or how the Holy Spirit descended

on the disciples. Whilst hearing this sermon
I felt a new power within me. I felt the pres-

ence of the Holy Spirit and knew to a cer-

tainty that my sins were forgiven j and that

salvation of spirit and full pardon are granted

in this life. I shall not forget that revival

meeting to the end of my life. Hitlierto I

served the Lord as His bond slave, but now
bj' the mercy of the Holy Spirit I got witness

in my heart that " I was no longer a slave,

but a son of God. " Formerly what I consid-

ered as no failure now 1 consider as such, and
by the power of the Spirit I succeed in driv-

ing them away. By His great mercy, the un-

cleanness of the heart gradually disappeared.

Now I am trying to see God and make fair
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progress in the way of perfection. I like to

preach the gospel to the poor ; therefore the

Lord Jesus has employed me to do that work.

From July of 1899 I have had the charge of

Diamond Harbor Circuit, and I preach to the

agriculturists, fishmongers and woodsellers;

to teach their children I have opened path-

salas (day-schools) and Sunday-schools at dif-

ferent places ; to preach the gospel in villages

and markets I have appointed preachers, and
to sell the gospel I have empl(.>yed colporteurs.

To preach to the women I have not been able

to do anything yet for want of money. The
field is large and hopeful, but the number of

workers is very small ; therefore the preach-

ing is not like what I should like to have it.

I am in a position to say that India, day by

day, is progressing towards Jesus Christ, and
the time is fast approaching when all India

will serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

There is need of many male and female

workers in tliis great country, and my daily

prayer is that the need be removed, and I

firmly believe that in due time the Lord will

send help.

The experience that I liave had during my
twenty years' service in tlie field of the Lord

leads me to make the following suggestions

for the spread of the gospel

:

(1.) There is need of many such mission-

aries, native and foreign, as have been called

by the Iloly Ghost and are self-denying.

(2.) Female missionaries of like description

are needed for the females.

(3.) For the children of the Church are
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needed physical and mental development and
higher education.

(4.) Opening greater number of pathsalas

in villages for the children of low-caste peo-

ple and unbelieving parents.

(5.) It is highly necessary to set up night

schools for laborers and unbelieving young
men.

It appears to my sober thinking that Chris-

tianity is needed for the people of this coun-

try for the following reasons

:

(1.) Our country is caste ridden, and there-

fore unity, sympathy, fellowship and brother-

ly feeling are utterly lacking. To extinguish

caste distinction and mutual hatred, and to

establish unity and brotherly feeling, Chris-

tianity is the only effective instrument. It is

further seen that English education is enabling

people of different countries and languages

to exchange thoughts, and it is by the power
of English literature that the minds of Hindu
j^ouths are losing the hold of Hindu errors

and superstitions. It is necessary that Chris-

tianity be spread in this country with Eng-
lish education. There are in this country an-

tagonistic religions and gods and goddesses;

it is tlierefore the fittest i^lace for the intro

duction of Christianity, which is so full of

love and sympathy. When all will embrace
it there will be one God in India, one Saviour,

one baptism and one Supper of the Lord. They
will put their trust on one Saviour, like the

people of Europe and America.

(2. ) One can see from the government cen-

sus that the Mohammedan population is in-

creasing; still their degradation is obvious.
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And the reason is that the character of the

founder is reflected in them
; they and their

religion are far from being likened by other

religionists in India. Wherefore it is not fit

for either as regards morality or spirituality.

(3.) We see nowadays another religion

called Brahmoism. A few of the educated
Hindus of the Calcutta University are its

members; none from the lower grades are

seen. The religious books are principally in

the Sanskrit, which is not understood by all.

The principal books have been studied in

schools for the last two thousand years, but

in no way have they done any good in this

country; errors and superstitions of India are

as rampant to-day as ever, Brahmoism is the

refuge of a few of the educated men in town.

In villages, mountains, deserts, seacoasts and
islands none hear anything about it. It has

established no schools, dispensaries or orphan-

ages and has done no good to the Garos,

Kukees, Veels, Santhals and other barbarous

people, but Christianity is raising them to the

level of the people of Great Britain and Amer-
ica. Wherefore it is plain that Christianity

is the religion that is required for India.

(4.) There remains in the country among
the Hindus a little of Buddhism, a religion

established by Sakya Singha (Gautami). Its

principal doctrine is "Absorption Salvation."

The religion is known more or less to all the

learned in the world. Here is a Buddhistic

doctrine, "There is no heaven. Salvation,

Spirit, next world, caste, refuge, and no fruit

of works, sinful or righteous." It is plainly

seen that the introduction of such a creed into
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the countrv will make the people infidel.

>Vith the vanishment of sin, righteousness,

next world, etc., will vanish wisdom, fear of

God, et6.' ' Consequently human society, in the

absence of religion and morality, will be turned

into a society of beasts.

^8

In conclusion, I must say that of all the

books that are studied in India for morality

and religion the Bible is the most suitable.

In fact, Christianity and the knowledge of

God, of the world to come, and of sin and
righteousness, are the only means that would
make the people of this country happy and
prosperous in this world and acceptable in the

world to come.
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