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FOREWORD

Recently this message comes from Nazareth : "Each day
brings news of fresh outbreaks, and we see more soldiers com-
ing into town almost constantly. Police are everywhere, three
big tanks were in town yesterday, airplanes are flying over-
head. Even the post car between Safed and Haifa, which
passes through Nazareth twice daily, has a police escort. . . ,

No one seems to know what to., expect next. The country is

tense, fearful, nervous, and the least little rumor is likely to

ignite the whole thing. . . . We are praying that some agree-
ment or settlement be made. We need peace in Palestine

!"

A million children of Ishmael and of Esau are expressing in

no uncertain terms their resentment at the presence of more
than 400,0CX) sons of Jacob in Palestine. Rumor says that Com-
munists, Fascists, and the two hundred and fifty million peo-
ple of the Moslem world are keeping the pot of friction boil-

ing. No one can tell exactly what the next few months will

bring.

Monthly there come from the presses of this country num-
bers of books that tell us of the rebuilding of the land of Israel,

exactly according to the prophets of old. Christians are
strangely stirred as they consider these things. Yet our ob-
servation after more than five years residence in Palestine is

that Christian peoples of the world are more interested in the
past and the future of this little land than they are in the peo-
ples of the present. If these material miracles that are being
wrought are signs of the fulfillment of the prophetic coming
of our Lord, surely it behooves us to do with haste that which
we know He desires us to do.

This little book is a sketch of the beginnings of the work
of southern Baptists in the land where "Jesus began both to
do and teach" (Acts 1 :1b).

This work has been undertaken so recently that no effort
has been made to write in chronological order the record of
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these things. Therefore, I have been altogether dependent for
the facts upon memory, brief reports to the Board, articles

written for magazines, and the letters of missionaries. I have
used (with his i>ermission) numbers of direct quotations from
the letters of Mr. Watts without even marking them as such.

Grateful acknowledgment is due the office staff of the
Foreign Mission Board ; the missionaries of Palestine, particu-
larly to Mr. and Mrs. Rosv/ell Owens, for much helpful in-

formation
; to my husband for suggesting the title and heartily

co-operating in all the preparation of the booklet ; and to the
following members of a committee of Woman's Missionary
Union who read the manuscript and made helpful suggestions

:

Mrs. Ida Stallworth, Mrs. Eugene Levering, Mrs. Joseph N.
Gary, Mrs. W. N. Jones, Mrs. Ned Rice, Mrs. J. t. Doster,
Miss Hannah Reynolds, Miss Mary Northington, and Miss
Kathleen Mallory.

These things have been written with the prayer that all who
read them may be led to bestir themselves lest He whom we
call Lord should come a second time and find Himself a
Stranger to the millions of Palestine, who have not yet even
heard of His first coming.

Mrs. J. Wash Watts,
August 1, 1936. New Orleans^ La.
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Introduction

PALESTINIAN TAPESTRIES

A ship came to anchor in the harbor of Algiers on the north-
ern coast of Africa and a group of missionaries, on their way
to Palestine, went ashore for the day. In the upper levels of
the city, which lay upon the mountain slope, they came to
the Mohammedan quarter. There, where the streets were
very ugly and narrow and dirty, the guide pointed out a rug
factory. Some of them entered the factory and saw for the
first time the weaving of those oriental rugs and tapestries
which beautify the homes of Palestine.

In a large unsightly room, poorly lighted, stood rough
wooden looms of various sizes and shapes. These held a col-

lection of fabrics in all the stages of their creation. Heavy
threads were strung vertically upon great nails in the frames
of the looms to form the warp. Beside each loom sat a weaver,,
whose skillful hands worked the threads of the woof in and out
of the warp. Some of these threads were bright, gay and beau-
tiful; others were drab and somber. All were hard to follow,,

as they were woven in strange and devious ways. Some were
cut off and left, as though they were forgotten. Others ap-
peared to be completely lost in the tangled mass. From time
to time the weaver would stop to study the pattern of the
designer. Then she would search out a lost thread or tie an-
other to the cut-off one before the nimble fingers moved in
and out again. Once more a bright strand would be left in
obscurity, but finally and surely there would come into view
on the other side a picture, the design of the master. Imparted
through a simple drawing to the mind of a skillful worker,
the design was being imparted to countless others through the
art of a tapestry.

The work of the Lord in building His Kingdom in Palestine
is like this work upon the tapestry. This land of our Lord's
earthly life furnishes peculiarly striking parallels and con-

[7]



trasts. Circumstances are not promising ; streets are ugly, nar-

row and dirty ; lives are unsightly and darkened by sin. Yet

among these unpromising conditions, one also finds works of

spiritual art and beauty, made according to the pattern of the

Master Artist.

It is our purpose in this brief study to review the call of

Southern Baptists to this work, the conditions under which

they must work, and the victories God has won through them

among both Arabs and Jews. While surveying what God has

wrought in Palestine, every reader is challenged to become

a co-worker with the weavers of Palestinian Tapestries.

[8]



Behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people

a joy."—Isaiah 65 :18b.
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CHAPTER I

WEAVERS BY APPOINTMENT
SB

In many ancient kingdoms there was the custom of placing

the approval of the crown upon the work of worthy craftsmen.

Such appointment gave encouragement to workers and sta-

bility to business. Such appointment also placed peculiar re-

sponsibility upon workers thus honored to prove themselves

worthy. No less true is this in the Lord's work. God places

His stamp of approval on those whom He appoints and we
marvel at the workings of His providence.

From the earliest days His weavers have come and gone in

Palestine. Guided by the pattern of the Master Designer, each

has made his part of the woof. Some have added dark threads

in an obscure corner of the tapestry, others have skillfully

woven the bright and the beautiful threads. Upon all has

fallen the responsibility for weaving according to the God-
given patterns that have made the work of others worthy.

The patriarchs worked here. When the Palestine Explora-

tion Fund provided for the excavation of ancient Jerusalem, a

site of ancient sacrifice was found in the bed-rock beneath

the ruins of the city of the Jebusites. Professor McAlister,

who directed the work, did not hesitate to suggest that Mel-
chizedek may have officiated here, and that this may have
been the Salem to which Abraham came when he offered sacri-

fice to her priest-king. But, whether we are confident about

the location of ancient sites or not, we need not lack confi-

dence in the abiding influence of him who believed in God so

completely that it was accounted unto him for righteousness.

Jerusalem's chief gate of today, the Jaffa gate, is known to

Arabic-speaking peoples as Bab-el-Khalil (The Gate of the

Friend). This friend was Abraham, "the friend of God."
Moslems say that in the cave beneath their mosque at Hebron
are the tombs of Abraham and other patriarchs, as the Bible
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records. In Palestine, the influence of the Father of the Faith-
ful, and of those who followed Him in the line of promise,
is very real to Moslem, Jew and Christian.

The prophets worked here. Rabbis in the synagogues of

Jerusalem still dispute the interpretation of the fifty-third

chapter of Isaiah. Mourners at the Wailing Wall still choose
their dirges from Jeremiah's Book of Lamentations and the

Penitential Psalms. Jews, young and old, are once more read-
ing the books of their prophets in Hebrew. Some of them
sympathetically inclined toward Jesus, the Nazarene, pore
over the latter chapters of Zechariah, while they wonder about
the shepherd who feedeth the flock, and ponder over the prom-
ise of the fountain for cleansing that is to be opened to the
house of David.

The apostles worked here. Churches and shrines all over
Palestine bring before us the pictures and the stories of Peter,

James and John, and the other apostles. The ritual in which
these appear grieves many of us. Nevertheless, it has kept
alive their memories

;
indeed, it has kept ready for true spirit-

ual interpretation the intimate details of their heritage.

Again we must remember church fathers, faithful servants
of many Eastern churches, pilgrims of many lands and times,
monastics, crusaders, various orders such as the Knights Tem-
plars and Knights of St. John, and individuals unnumbered
and unknown.

Finally, we must take into account the work of missionaries

of modern times. English, Scotch, German and American or-
ganizations have long and faithfully promoted work in Pales-
tine.

Many glorious tapestries have been woven by the Lord's
workers. Yet over and over and over, the fruit of their labors
has been swept away amid the struggles of the nations over
this small but coveted land. Today she stands with less than
ten per cent of her people (100,000) nominally Christian.
Only a tiny remnant of these really understand what it is to
worship in spirit and in truth. Two-thirds of her people today
(850,000) are Mohammedans, defying the most sacred prin-
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ciples of Christ. Hundreds of thousands of unbelieving Jews
(approximately 400,000) have returned to their father's home-
land.

Great is the responsibility of those who have an opportunity

to add their testimony in Palestine. Let us, therefore, con-
sider prayerfully those occasions whereby we have been led

to the establishment of the Near East Mission of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

AT THE FOOT OF THE LEBANONS

Forty-three years ago the Lord led a young photographer
of Beirut (Ba-r66'), Syria to America by means of the

World's Fair in Chicago. From all over the world men were
coming to bring the exhibits of their respective countries to

that fair. Among them was a young Syrian who was in charge
of the Turkish Exhibit. As his assistant, he had selected his

cousin. Said Jureidini (Sa-eed' Ju-ra-dee' ni), who was a

young photographer of Beirut. Said was alert and capable
and possessed excellent artistic judgment. He appreciated his

new opportunities and entered enthusiastically into his work.

While 3^oung Said v/as in America, God led him to visit some
people in St. Louis, and there he met his first Baptist friends.

This young man thought himself to be a Christian. Had he
not been christened when a baby? Did he not attend church
on the feast days, and more or less faithfully pay the price

for confession and prayers ? But here he suddenly learned of
a living Saviour, and of the need of a vital relation with Him
that would necessitate a change of attitude on his part. He
yielded his life to that living Saviour and was baptized in the
Third Baptist Church of St. Louis.

Back to Beirut God led him, a regenerated, baptized be-
liever, enthusiastic to witness for Christ. His home and his

shop became his preaching places. Later he was ordained
by the pastor and a party of Baptists from the Third Baptist
Church in St. Louis, and he began the first organized Baptist
work in that land. Again and again through the following
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years, he appealed to Southern Baptists for aid in his work.

Not yet, however, did our Foreign Mission Board see its way
clear to undertake any new work. Finally, Mr. Jureidini ac-

cepted the offer of support made by the American Baptis-t

Association.

BY HERMON AND GALILEE

In the very first years of this twentieth century, a group
of churches in southern Illinois withdrew from the Northern

Baptist Convention, and, until they joined the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in 1910, were not aligned with any Foreign

Mission Board. Just at this time the Lord led to America
another young Syrian by the name of Joseph K. David. He had
been educated in the American Presbyterian Mission School

at Sidon (Si-don). He, too, heard the Gospel preached ac-

cording to our Baptist interpretation, accepted it and was bap-

tized. Immediately he felt in his heart God's appointment
to return and work in his own land. At the same time, these

unaffiliated churches of southern Illinois felt the Spirit lead-

ing them to send out Mr. David. Back to Syria in 1904
God's hand guided this young man to work in his native town
of Rasheiya (Ra-sha-ya), located far up on the northwest

slope of Mt. Hermon.

In 1911 another weaver was appointed. Shukri Mosa
(Sh66k-ri M66-sa), a native of the little city of Safed, set

high upon the hills of northern Palestine, was led to America
to sell Palestinian laces. Born a Catholic in 1870, he had been
converted while employed in the telegraph department of the

postal service of the Turkish government. Opportunities for

advancement had been olfered to him, but feeling that God
had called him for service, he had given up his good position

with the government to become an evangelist in the Presby-
terian mission.

For several years he had labored faithfully and God had
blessed his labors. However, owing to disagreement with
other workers concerning New Testament teachings, he had
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given up his work with the Presbyterians and had come to the
United States. In Texas God spoke to him. Through Dr. Geo.
W, Truett God gave to him an understanding of Baptist prin-
ciples and teachings. He was, accordingly, baptized into the
fellowship of the First Baptist Church of Dallas and was or-
dained to the gospel ministry. Through the support of the
group of Baptist churches in southern Illinois, God led him
back to Safed, and later to Nazareth to establish there a Bap-
tist church.

During the next several years the Illinois churches, now
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, pleaded that
our Foreign Mission Board take over the responsibility for
these small beginnings in Palestine and Syria. But no boards
dared to plan for new missionary tasks during those years.
The uncertainties of the World War forbade the Foreign Mis-
sion Board's making any plans for the future of Baptist
missions in Palestine and Syria.

IN JUDEA AND JERUSALEM

When the days of strife were over, God's design remained
ready for the hand of those weavers whom he had been lead-
ing through the years.

At the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention at At-
lanta, Georgia, in 1919, a Commission was appointed to visit

the war-stricken countries of Europe and Palestine, and to re-
port on the missionary and economic needs of Baptist peoples
in those lands. As the result of such surveys by this and other
groups, the momentous "London Conference of 1920" was
held. To that city were gathered regularly appointed repre-
sentatives of southern and northern conventions of the United
States, of Canada, of the British Union, as well as those of
the interested countries of Continental Europe. There were
frank and fraternal discussions for days before any final de-
cisions were made.

Though Palestine occupied only a small part of the discus-
sions of that history-making conference, God did not allow
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His plans for Southern Baptists and that country to be over-

looked. That Conference asked the Foreign Mission Board

of the Southern Baptist Convention to undertake, in addition

to the work already supported in Italy, the responsibility of

helping the Baptist groups in Spain, Jugo-Slavia, Rumania,

Hungary, Russia, and Palestine and Syria!

Missionary enthusiasm ran high during the next three or

four years. Money was plentiful, and a new sense of responsi-

bility for teaching the brotherhood of man in Christ possessed

our people. An appeal to give again to Palestine the teachings

of the Saviour found a ready response in many hearts. So

many and varied were the suggestions of ways and means

for evangelizing Palestine that it was not easy for our Foreign

Mission Board to decide upon policies for the establishment

of its mission work in this little land.

It was about this time that Mr. E. C. Miller, a wealthy

business man of New York City but a native of Alabama,

found by strange chance in an old copy of Southern Baptist

Convention minutes, the statement that many years before, his

own father had given to the Foreign Mission Board one gold

dollar to begin a fund for the establishment of Baptist mis-

sion work in Palestine! At once his trained mind began to

plan for carrying out his father's desires. He himself had

already felt the tremendous challenge of the Sevent}'--Five Mil-

lion Campaign recently launched by Southern Baptists at their

convention in 1919. He had made a generous pledge toward

it, even though he lived outside the bounds of the Convention.

Elaborate plans were now made by Mr. Miller for the estab-

lishment of a tremendous "Baptist Foundation for Palestine,"

the funds for which were to be solicited from Baptists of the

world, but the control of which was to be in the hands of

southern Baptists. The Foundation should provide for the

immediate purchase of large properties in Jerusalem. Upon
this site should be built a church, a school, a theological sem-

inary, an orphanage, and a hospital.

While some such schemes were being talked of by various

individuals, the Foreign Mission Board, feeling that the prob-

lems of this particular field would be too great for young,
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inexperienced volunteers, appointed as its first missionary.

Dr. W. A. Hamlet, an experienced pastor of Texas, In the fall

of 1921 Dr. Hamlet went to Palestine. Shortly afterwards he
returned to America, expressing his opinion that conditions

in Palestine were not safe, and, therefore, that the time was
not propitious for the purchase of property or the founding
of a Baptist mission work in Palestine.

What should our Board do ? Dr. Hamlet's arguments sound-
ed convincing, but the fact remained that other mission boards
at that time had 466 missionaries in Palestine and Syria, and
had no difficulty in securing legal title to property. There
were three struggling Baptist mission stations at Beirut, Ra-
sheiya, and Nazareth, already established and depending on
us for encouragement, counsel, and support.

• Determined to make every effort possible, the Board ap-
pointed two new couples in May, 1922, and commissioned them
to establish the Southern Baptist Near East Mission. These
young missionaries were Mr. and Mrs. F, B. Pearson, of Ala-
bama, and Mr. and Mrs. J. Wash Watts, of South Carolina,

The Foreign Mission Board had found it impossible to co-
operate in the elaborate plans for the establishment of the
Baptist Foundation for Palestine, before mentioned. There-
fore, to these young people it gave no rosy promises of great
sums of money to be invested in the work. Their budget
covered little more than their salaries. But there was given the
wise counsel to view the land, the conditions within it, the
mission opportunities and needs, and to form opinions slowly
before making any recommendations to the Board concerning
the establishment of Southern Baptist work there.

It was expected that Mr. and Mrs. Watts would sail in Sep-
tember, 1922, and go directly to Beirut to begin the study of
Arabic in the language school there, and that Mr. and Mrs.
Pearson would linger a few months longer in order that Mr.
Pearson might complete his graduate work at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville. But at the last

minute, after farewells had been said and baggage had been
sent to New York, a delay arose because of questions concern-



IS Palestinian Tapestries

ing special permits that the Palestine government requires of

every foreigner doing missionary or educational vi^ork in that

country. The time of waiting for those permits was so ex-

tended that it was not until February, 1923, that the four of

them set sail. Since it would be difficult for new students to

enter the language classes at midterm, they were advised by
the Board to change their plans and go directly to Jerusalem,
the capital of Palestine and an excellent location from which to

study conditions. Thus, through such exasperations as govern-

ment regulations, God led them to the center of all the Jewish
life of the country, and through heart-stirring experiences, to

an unusual opportunity to give the Gospel to the Jew as well

as to the Arab.

Those first hot, dry summer months brought difficult and
tedious hours of language study, the aches and pains of sand-

fly fever, and the acquaintance with many religious fanatics

from all parts of the world who haunt Jerusalem. But those

days and months also brought opportunities to find a few
friends among the Arabs, the Jews, and the English, to learn

their characteristics and attitudes, and to observe racial and
religious, political and economic, physical and spiritual condi-

tions existing in the land.

Messrs. Pearson and Watts visited Nazareth and Beirut,

and, finally, made their way on mule-back up the steep slopes

of Mt.-Hermon to Rasheiya. They ate and slept in the humble
homes of Mr. Mosa, Mr. Jureidini, and Mr. David, and heard

them rejoice with weeping because help had come at last. They
saw Damascus, that interesting old city of Syria, like a chal-

lenge to enter and claim for Christ the great Mohammedan
world beyond. They saw in Galilee, hundreds of villages sur-

rounding our church in Nazareth. The inhabitants of all of

these were without any saving knowledge of Jesus, the Saviour,

whom these missionaries came to represent. They also saw at

the foot of Mt. Carmel the town of Haifa (Hai-fa) with its

promise of becoming one of the most important port cities of

the eastern Mediterranean. Then they returned to Jerusalem
to witness day by day the miraculous gathering of the Jews
from all the corners of the earth, and to be drawn by a Power
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other than their own into the experiences of some of those sons

of Isarel.

The four Southern Baptist missionaries had been in Jeru-

salem only a short time when a thin worn letter came to Mr.

Watts. Upon opening it, he found a note written on cheap

tablet paper, and enclosing twenty-five dollars in bills. The
note ran thus : "This is the Lord's money. Use it for Him."

There was no name signed. It was evidently written by the

hand of one who had little opportunity for an education. It

had been postmarked at the town of Laurens, South Carolina,

but there was no other clue that might identify the sender.

Such a gift is a sacred trust and was carefully set aside until

Dr. Pearson and Mr. Watts should visit the mission stations

again. A day or two before leaving, Mr. Watts again found in

his mail-box a long envelope, frayed at all its edges. From one

worn end some money protruded. Although it was not regis-

tered, it had traveled safely. Again there had come a sheet of

the same cheap tablet-paper. It bore the same message in the

same hand-writing, "Use this money for the Lord. It is His."

There was no signature, but there were five twenty-dollar bills

!

Thus, there was a sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars

to be invested for the Lord.

At the last moment it was found that Mr. Pearson would

not be able to make the trip. Several times while he was away,

Mr. Watts thought that he knew what to do with the money.

Nevertheless, he saw so many needs that he returned to Jeru-

salem with the money unspent, desiring to seek the advice of

others before deciding which need was the greatest.

During the days he was away, the secretary of the Jerusalem

Chamber of Commerce, a Britisher who was deeply interested

in the evangelization of the Jews, talked with Dr. Pearson con-

cerning a young Jew who had recently accepted Christ and had

been baptized. Later, he sent the young man to see Dr. Pear-

son. The missionaries were deeply impressed with the earnest-

ness with which he told of his experiences. Everyone wished

that it might be possible to use him in preaching the Gospel to

his people, but all agreed that it was impossible to think of such.

No budget had been made for the establishment of any kind of
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work in Jerusalem and the Baptist work already opened in
Syria and Palestine was among the Arabic-speaking peoples.
Good foundations had been laid and the hearts of the Arabic
people were more open to the Gospel than they had ever been
before. Therefore, it seemed well to continue to enlarge the
work already established just as rapidly as possible. Moreover,
others doing mission work in the land had discovered long ago
that no common appeal could be made to Jews and Arabs.
These are two very distinct peoples—distinct in language,
customs, religion, and politics. These facts made it all the more
impossible to dream of doing any Jewish work while there was
no budget for a new mission station. The young man was dis-
missed, but not forgotten.

A few weeks later the English friend with the persistence of
his countrymen returned to Mr. Watts and again expressed his
conviction that the Lord had a great work for that young
Jewish Christian to do, if he could only be guided by such evan-
gelicals as he knew southern Baptists to be. The difficulties

which seemed to prohibit this were described to him as they
had been to the Jew. Yet he pleaded, asking, "But you will
,pray with me about this young man?"- "Certainly," was the
answer. While that promise was being kept, the question of
using the hundred and twenty-five dollars arose. Very earn-
estly the missionaries sought to know if it were the Lord's will
to use the trust funds for this new work.

The question of beginning Jewish work was indeed a serious
one. The missionaries could see many problems in it. Had the
Jews come to Palestine to stay? Could an abiding Jewish
Christian group be built up in the land? The history of a
century of Jewish missions in Palestine gave little encourage-
ment. Should newcomers undertake this, very difficult work?
On the other hand, there came questions like these: Had the
Lord provided the opportunity to use the young Jew ? He was
an unusual character, brought to Christ and possessed with a
desire to win his fellow-Jews under circumstances which
seemed to say that God had prepared him for such a time. Had
the Lord provided this trust fund in order to make his work
possible ?.^ . ::r:;r;:;--;-;
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After much prayer and deliberation there came to all the

conviction that the Lord did want the funds invested in this

way. Thereby, an opportunity was given for Him to show
what he would do with a Baptist testimony among Jews in

Palestine.

Such opportunities and experiences led these missionaries

after several months to make the following recommendations
to the Board : ( 1 ) that what work we undertake in Jerusalem
be primarily for Jews. (2) that we lay in Galilee the founda-
tion of a program of work for nominally Christian and
Mohammedan peoples, looking forward to a worthy part in the
efforts of Christianity to reach the Moslem World.

How hopeful they were ! God had led them. Southern Bap-
tists had sent them. The fields were ripe. Such sentences as

the following we find in those first recommendations: "At
Nazareth there is a foundation already laid and a situation that

appears ready to yield much fruit if we cultivate it." . . . "In
Galilee we can afford to go ahead as fast as the means will

permit." ... "If we could enter Haifa within the next year,

we would probably have an open field." ... "If the Lord is to

trust us with the nurture of some of His children in Jerusalem,
we shall need to insure the possibility of providing for them
in a manner which we ourselves and He will approve."

Thus it came about that through God's providence, Southern
Baptists received royal appointment as weavers on these Pales-
tinian Tapestries. That appointment was unsought by those to

whom the task was given, but through many experiences of
many individuals, God led to the definite assurance that He
was pointing onward.

QUESTIONS

1. Are Syria and Palestine new fields for religious workers ?

2. Who started Baptist work in Syria and Palestine ?

3. How did southern Baptists come to accept responsibility

for all this work ?
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Outline of Chapter II

AGE-OLD WARPS AWAITING
<^

The Land

The Peoples

1. Palestinian Arabs

a. Bedouin (Bed'a-ween)

b. Fellahin (Fel'la-heen)

c. Medaneyin (Me-da'ne-yeen)

2. Jews

a. The Orthodox

b. The Liberal

c. The Socialistic

Characteristic Customs

1. In the Home

2. At Marriage

3. At Birth

4. At Death

5. In Worship
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CHAPTER II

AGE-OLD WARPS AWAITING

Unnumbered racial lines have been stretched across the
loom of this little land to make the warp of the fabric that the
Lord's workers are now weaving there. It is the study of a
life-time to understand them, but a few outstanding facts about
the land and its people can be mastered by all of us.

THE LAND
Although Syria is politically separate today, it has been

through the centuries closely associated with Palestine, both
geographically and historically. Its peoples are similar to the
Arabic-speaking peoples of Palestine in language, dress, cus-
toms, and religion. Therefore, for brevity's sake, no separate
discussion will be given to a description of the land and peoples
of Syria. Moreover, we are giving the story and facts of our
mission work in both Palestine and Syria, without making any
distinction between the two.

Palestine itself is merely a tiny bit of land to Americans

!

The whole country is only about one hundred and fifty miles
long and fifty miles wide totalling about one-third of the area
of South Carolina, one of our smallest states. Yet within this

tiny country are to be found high mountains, low plains, a long
river valley, a huge lake farther below sea level than any other
spot on the earth, every kind of soil, and more varieties of
weather than anywhere else in the world! There are many
sudden

_
and sharp contrasts. A day, exceedingly hot and

enervating, will be followed by a night so cool that overcoats
are needed. The climate of this small country cannot be de-
scribed in the singular. The Jordan valley is tropical, the
coastal plain is sub-tropical, and the hills of Judea and Galilee
are temperate. There is no season in the year, therefore, when,
an agreeable climate cannot be found somewhere in Palestine. •
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The Arabs have a legend that the angel Gabriel was given
two bags of stones to distribute over the whole world. One bag
he dropped in Palestine, and scattered the other over the rest

of the earth. A stony land it is. but a land of beautiful nights
and twilights, of early dews, blue skies and gorgeous wild flow-
ers in the springtime.

So tiny it is, yet so important that the names of its cities and
towns, its mountains and seas are familiar to all of us. Jeru-
salem, Jaffa (Jaf-fa) , and the modern Tel Aviv (Tel A-veev-)
are thriving cities today. Mosul's oil flows along the great pipe-
lines into the world's great ships anchored in the beautiful and
newly-built harbor at Haifa. Several miles south of the Sea of
Galilee is a great electric power plant. Hundreds of workmen
are daily removing the minerals from the waters of the Dead
Sea. Millions of luscious "apples of gold" are sent out over the
world from the fragrant orange groves that cover the coastal
plains. Every where there are signs of progress. An old, old
land which has seen few changes in many centuries is suddenly
awake.

THE PEOPLES

Palestine has had many masters since the days of the Cana-
anites,_Amorites, Hivites, Perizzites, Hittites, Jebusites and
Philistines. Its highways leading to Europe, Asia, and Africa
has made it easily invaded. The most famous of its invasions
was that of the Hebrews who came in from Egypt, but during
the centuries that have followed, its cities have been razed
again and again by Syrian and Assyrian, Egyptian and Saracen,
Greek and Roman, Crusader and Turk, German and British.

Practically every known language of the world is in use
somewhere in Palestine today, but the government recognizes
only three as official. Every stamp, every coin, every govern-
ment bulletin is marked in English, Arabic and Hebrew. The
latter two are Semitic languages, resembling each other in
grammatical constructions, but differing in script and vocab-
ulary. They are exceedingly difficult for Westerners to learn,
but are rich and vivid in word pictures.
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"In one day's ride the traveler may meet Arabs, Turks,

Syrians, Circassians, Kurds, Greeks, Cypriotes, Egyptians,

Nubians, Russians, Germans, English, French, Austrians and

Americans." But the great majority of the peoples may be

classified as either Palestinian Arabs or Jews.

1. Palestinian Arabs

a. Bedouins. Within Palestine are many Bedouins or

nomads. These tent-dwellers are more closely related to the

real Arabs of Arabia than to any of the other peoples. They

are a strong, fierce and war-like out-door people. The sheik

of these people has unusual physical courage, personal mag-

netism, and absolute authority over his tribe. His duty is to

maintain order, sometimes 'through brutal and speedy punish-

ment of misdemeanors, and to protect the weak and poor from

the rich and strong.

Our first meeting with some of these Bedouins on the site

of old Caperanum left a vivid memory picture with us. Caper-

naum is no longer a town. There are only a few trees growing

on the bank of the lovely Sea of Galilee, and many, many stones

and pillars lying about to prove that there was once a prosper-

ous town here and a handsome synagogue. Even as Jesus

foretold, it has been cast down. The only people who ever live

there now are these wandering tribes of Bedouins who in the

summer occasionally pitch their tents and graze their flocks on

the hills surrounding the Sea.

As the car approached the spot, we saw two black goats*-

cloth tents nearby. Before the Ford stopped, our party was
suddenly besieged by twelve or fifteen little wild creatures,

ranging in age from a babe in arms to youngsters of twelve

years or more. At first, they appeared to be lively bundles of

rags, filth, and noise. Their black, sparkling eyes and white

teeth shone almost grotesquely in the frame of their dirty faces

and stiff, unwashed hair. Their dark lithe bodies were scarcely

concealed by the one scant garment they wore. They pushed

and jostled about the car, with blood-curdling screams, laugh-

ter, and constant jabbering. In one second they were wildly^
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fighting with one another; with the next breath they were
laughingly or whiningly begging for "baksheesh" (a gift).

Over and over again the vivid memory of that scene and
experience has returned. These children of the Bedouins are
wild, fierce and dirty, and grossly ignorant. Their fathers and
mothers for generations before them have been so, and have
cared not that they knew nothing of the world beyond their own.
flocks and hills. They are followers of Mohammed and ex-
tremely fanatical.

But today the English have come into these countries of the
Near East. They have brought new life, new contacts, new
visions of distance and the enchantment of the outside world.
The young folk of the Moslem World are beginning to wonder
if they want to remain apart and in ignorance of the rest of the
world. A young Bedouin boy, like unto those seen at Caper-
naum, came one day to our pastor at Nazareth and asked with
great concern if he could possibly give him a pencil. This was
an unheard-of and unnecessary part of a Bedouin's life. Yet to
this young boy, it would become a tiny key to help him open up
a world of treasures ! His father may have been satisfied to
seek no education beyond the memorizing of the Koran, but the
son was realizing that the Moslem world has made no progress
because it has been content to repeat the Koran and to learn no
more.

b. Fellahin (Peasants) . Learned men believe that we
find among these fellahin the descendants of the Canaanites
and other tribes who dwelt in the land before the coming of
Abraham. Certainly the peasant of today is neither Greek,
Roman, Arab, or Jew. They are an unfortunate, oppressed,
poverty-stricken people. Through the centuries they have been
ground under the heel of their masters, the Turks. Rent has
been collected by the wealthy effendis (or landowners), and
exorbitant taxes have been seized by greedy officials. No one
has been concerned for the fact that only a bare existence was
left for those who tilled the land.

Often, these peasants live, together with the donkeys, goats,
and chickens, in simple, one-room houses built of stone, mud
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or dung-. The furnishings consist of stone jars, pots and pans,
a mill stone, bins for storing supplies, a few grass mats to sit

upon, and in a recess in the wall, a mattress filled with rags or
woo] which is unrolled when night comes. Today, however,
under Great Britain's rule, such conditions are slowly improv-
ing.

When the father goes to his work at dawn in the fields, the
mother begins her busy day. In spite of the fact that the family
eats only one hot meal a day, and the house and the children
are not usually clean, the peasant woman has much heavy work
to do. The family's supply of water must be brought from the
village cistern or well ; the wheat must be ground between two
heavy stones before the bread can be made and carried to the
village oven for baking; the vegetables, eggs, and chickens
must be carried in great baskets on her head to be sold in the
nearest city

;
sticks, shrubs, straw or dried dung must be gath-

ered for fuel; milk must be churned in the goat skin; and
many children must be borne without any medical attention.
Small wonder it is that these lovely girls, forced into marriage
when very young, are often old, broken women by the time
they are thirty or forty years old.

c. Medaneyin (Townpeople). As nation after nation has
swept across Palestine, each has left, not only destruction in
its wake, but a torn remnant of its people to mix and to mingle
with those already there. The descendants of this mixture of
peoples and tongues and creeds are to be found in the cities of
Palestine. This mixed population has adopted the ways, cus-
toms, dress, language, and, for the most part, the religion of
the Arabs whose influence predominated in the land during
almost 1300 years of Moslem rule.

Some of these are charming, cultured, wealthy people, living
in lovely homes, separated from the narrow streets by great
high walls and long, narrow entrances. These have a contempt
for menial labor, counting it far more honorable to beg than to
do work that soils the hands. How disappointed one dear
friend was when he learned that the American missionary not
only chauffered his T model Ford, but also washed it, and
patched its tires

!
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But the majority of these medaneyin are people of small

means. Like those in our own land, they devote the major

portion of their time and efforts to the making of a living and to

the rearing of their children.

All of these Palestinian Arabs are of the white race. Usually

their eyes and hair are brown or black, and the skin is swarthy

from the heat of the sun; but some of them are very fair.

They are a picturesque people, whether dressed in the Europ-

ean clothes of the town people, or in the colorful national

costume worn by Bedouin and Fellahin.

2. The Jews

For centuries the Jews of the world have lived among all

nations. They have undergone untold persecutions and hard-

ships, and yet, they have maintained their identity. How they

have done this is a riddle of the ages. A chosen people they

have been, and so they remain.

Through the years, in spite of continually threatening anni-

hilation at the hand of both Moslem and Christian, a few
pitifully oppressed Jews have lived in miserable corners of the

cities of Palestine. A century ago others returned from exile

to the land of their fathers. They formed several colonies

financed by the gifts of some Jewish men of wealth from other

lands. Many found their sole means of support to be the gifts

that came from Jews of the Dispersion in return for their

prayers offered at the Wailing Wall. There they prayed daily

for the re-establishment of the nation and for the restoration

of the temple with its sacrificial system. For years they so lived,

despised by their neighbors, deprived of all the rights and
privileges of citizenship, but clinging always to a hope that

seemed vain.

"This desire of the Jew to have a national home, either along-

side or instead of his home in Poland or Russia, Holland or

Germany, Britain, the Argentine, or America, is in process of

strange realization.

"Oddly enough it fell to an Austrian journalist living in

Paris to become not only the prophet but the organizer of this
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idea into concrete terms. Representing the Neue 'Freie Presse
of Vienna in Paris, Theodor Herzl had to follow the proceed-
ings of the Dreyfus case. He was inexpressibly shocked by it

out of all his settled convictions. He had become convinced as
a Jew that in the enlightened life of Western Europe in the late

nineteenth century his racewould find, in each nation, neighbors
and even friends with whom it would increasingly be able to

live on equal terms. The explosion of anti-Semitism in the
Dreyfus case revealed to Herzl that, in the most brilliant and
civilized capital city of Europe, the nation whose culture and
courtesy were a model to the world could throw up volcanic
explosions of racial hate issuing in flagrant injustice.

"In a brilliant, vehement pamphlet. The Jewish State, Herzl
sounded this cry of Jewish nationalism and blazed the trail of
the new Zionism, 'Israel one people' was the call that he sent
across the world. He proposed an organization for raising and
holding money to buy land in some unoccupied territory and
start there a self-governing Jewish state. Rich Jews turned
their backs on his wildcat scheme. He turned to the rank and
file. The majority turned a deaf ear, holding that it was im-
practicable and in any case wrong. The orthodox thought it

too political. Most of the liberal Jews were more comfortable
where they were in London, New York, Berlin, or Budapest
than they expected to be in a tiny, struggling Jewish republic.

"Undaunted, he called a world congress of Jews at Basle
in 1897. They created a Zionist Organization, their goal being
a home for the Jewish people in Palestine, secured by public
law."

—

The Jew and the World Ferment, Basil Mathews.

Africa, had no appeal to the Jews of the world. Only
sporadic efforts toward Jewish colonization were made by
the Zionist Organization before the World War. During
that struggle, however, England became greatly indebted to Dr.
Chaim (Chai-yeem') Weizman because of his invention of
TNT, and through his influence and that of friends, the Bal-
four Declaration was issued. This declaration assured Eng-
land of Jewish support throughout the remainder of the War,
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At the close of the World War, the League of Nations gave

to England a Mandate over Palestine, providing that the coun-

try should, as soon as possible, become autonomous. Since that

time England has been attempting to fulfil the promises made

in the Balfour Declaration, namely : to give to the Jews the

rights and privileges of citizens as they come to establish them-

selves in the land, and at the same time to maintain the rights

of the Arabic peoples who are already there. This is a delicate

task.

From the point of view of numbers only, the Jews of Pales-

tine are rather insignificant. There are only about 400,000 in

the country today. This is approximately twenty-five per cent

of the total population. However, one can safely say that sev-

eral times this number would have entered Palestine since the

World War, had the country been able to receive them, and that

eventually there will probably be several times this number.

During the last fifteen years all sorts of factions have striven

in World Jewry over the plans for this restoration. Out of

these struggles there finally arose in 1927 the Jewish Agency

whose task it is to represent all major Jewish organizations,

Zionist and Non-Zionist, in the Palestine work. This is indica-

tive of the interest of the Jews of the world in the land. During

these recent years they have poured millions of dollars and

thousands of men and women into the re-building of Palestine.

From all the world they have come, but particularly from Ger-

many, Russia, and southeastern Europe, where anti-Semitism

has brought untold suffering to Jews.

Space does not permit us to tell of the wonders that have

been wrought in making this desolate land to "blossom as the

rose." Others are writing today of rapid colonization, of

agricultural developments, of industrial projects, of engineer-

ing fetes, of sanitation, of hospitals and clinics, of fine schools

and of the great Hebrew University on Mt. Scopus. Our con-

cern at present is in the people who are doing these things.

From every land, from every walk of life, these stalwart,

educated young people have come to drain swamps, to break

rocks, to build highways, to earn a livelihood from this land,

so long neglected. To the Arab the.land is "Philistina" (Phi-
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Hs-tee'na), the country of the PhiHstines; to the Jew it is

"Eretz Israel" (E-retz Yis-ra-el'), the land of Israel. No
.
physical hardships, no governmental regulations concerning
immigration or business, no massacres at the hands of the
Arabs have been able to quench the enthusiasm and feverish
activity of these who are working in the belief that this is their

land and home, promised by God to their father, Abraham.

Would that we might say of them that they are seeking God's
will and reading His Book ! But Zionism is a political, and not
a religious movement. Nationalism, and not a spirit of conse-
cration to a God-given task, leads them on.

There are indeed as many religious groups in Jewry as there
are sects among Christians. A complete discussion of them is

impossible here. Probably all of them can be classified as ortho-
dox, liberal, or socialistic. These terms are used here, however,
not as names of existing religions—political parties, but as
general terms describing the rehgious attitudes of the Jews
whom we have contacted.

a. The Orthodox. These ritualistic Jews hold so strictly

to the many, many laws laid down by their rabbis through the
years that they are guilty of the very things that Jesus laid at
the door of the Pharisees of his day. The Mosaic law says,
"Thou shalt not carry a burden on the Sabbath day." There-
fore, no parasol may be carried on Sunday to protect one from
the blazing sun ! The Law says, "Thou shalt not plow a furrow
on the Sabbath," and the Law is broken if a chair on the lawn
is dragged from the sun to a shady corner ! The Law says,
"Thou shalt do no manner of work on the Sabbath." There-
fore, on Sunday no match is struck, no effort is made to fight

a fire though your house burn down, nor are the sick properly
ministered unto ! Indeed do these Jews know what it means to
be in bondage to the Law.

On every Saturday in Jerusalem or Jaffa or Haifa, many of
the Jewish men and boys are seen going to the svnagogues.
The women and girls are at home. However, if they should go
to the synagogue, as they occasionally do on special feast or
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fast days, they would sit in a screened section, looking through

a tiny lattice-work at the Rabbi as he reads from the Law.

Nevertheless, in the Jewish home the mother exerts a great,

influence. Upon her rests the resi>onsibility for the spiritual

training of both sons and daughters, until they have reached

the age of twelve. The boy then becomes "a son of the Law"

and takes his place in the synagogue service. It is the mother

who teaches the children a reverent regard for sabbath observ-

ance, the avoidance of forbidden meats, a respect for elders,

and a reverence for God's name. The average Jewish home of

Palestine is a place of affectionate regard for all its members,

of moral uprightness, and of reverence toward God.

b. The Liberal or Reformed Jew. Great portions of

Jews have turned away from the ritualism of Judaism and the

extremely legalistic interpretation of the Law. Some exceed-

ingly pious ones still cling to their Scriptures, seeking to follow

the spirit rather than the letter of the Law laid down within

them. Others have been led into the spirit of doubt and scep-

ticism, and have ceased to look for a personal Messiah. All

are united in a common interest in preserving the traditions of

their own people.

Even while they doubt, many are seeking to find the Truth.

Having lost their faith in Judaism, they are investigating the

teachings of other religions. These are the ones who, no longer

fearing the curses called down upon such by their orthodox

brethren, dare to read the New Testament and to inquire con-

cerning Christ. Brilliant, argumentative, extremely nationalis-

tic, they are not easily swayed, but there is at least a tremendous

struggle over spiritual issues going on in the hearts of young

Jews in Palestine today.

One day a friend invited our Jewish evangelist in Jerusalem

to a meeting of young Jews at Petah Tikvah (Door of Hope),

one of the oldest colonies, near Jaffa. Representatives of

groups of young Jews from more than twenty cities and

colonies met there, to seek to set in motion some movement

that might bring to them satisfaction of mind and heart. The
evangelist was asked not to reveal his own faith and work.

His identity was known only to the circle of leaders calling the

meeting. They wanted him to be present merely as a young
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Jew. He was impressed that they desired his presence and
influence. They were in session for two days, and the hurden

of their councils was, "Judaism today is a spiritual waste for

young Jews." Some were crying with tears in their eyes,

"Where, O where, can our hearts find peace ?" Jesus was not

openly talked about, but various ones of the leaders secretly

longed for the time to come when they shall have the strength

to speak out their own convictions about Jesus in answer to

that cry. Such things occur frequently today among the

libera] young Jews.

c. The Socialistic. This is the group who has lost all

belief in God, and has made socialism its religion. Some are

mild in their plans for social revolution, others are rabid com-
munists. The latter are dangerous, revolutionary, atheistic,

seeking to control the labor party, and through it the affairs

of the land. Over and over we are told today that Communism
and Christianity are at death grips with each other. Both move-
ments were launched by Jews. It seems strange indeed that a

Jew may follow the teachings of Karl Marx, as foreign as

they are to his own Scriptures, and yet retain his place in

Jewish national hfe. On the other hand a Jew who follows the

teachings of Jesus Christ, founded upon Jewish Scriptures, is

immediately called a "traitor" by his own people.

For the Jews, as a whole, there seems to be no other common
ground than the hope of a Jewish State. The Land of Israel

is but a symbol of the nationhood they have cherished through-

out the exile and a foundation for the state for which they

confidently wait. It is this idea of a holy nation that seems to

be the binding tie. It has maintained their identity as a people

in a way that has made them one of the marvels of the world.

The hope that this nation will ere long be investing itself with

the garment of statehood seems to be the common ground upon
which the widely divergent types of Jews can meet again after

their centuries of wandering. Of course, the orthodox, the

liberal, the free-thinker, and the Christian has each his own
interpretation of this idea. Sir Herbert Samuel says, "Where
there are three Jews, there will be four opinions." Neverthe-

less, this idea that they are a peculiar people with a peculiar

destiny leads them on and on and on. Many may not recognize

God's hand in the making of the people, or pray for God's help
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in the realization of the destiny, but all have fellowship in this

idea that they are destined to fulfil an exalted purpose.

CHARACTERISTIC CUSTOMS
It is of course impossible to write in general terms of the life

of peoples whose racial, cultural and religious backgrounds
vary so widely. More easily could one describe one American
home, and say that every one in America so lives and does.

Many of these American and European Jews who have re-

cently gone into Palestine live as we do. In these current years
some of the native young people are daring to break away from
certain social customs of their people. But, naturally, several

generations must have the advantages of better education and
further contacts with other peoples before these practices of
the centuries will be changed by the majority of the people.
Among most of the peoples, despite differences in wealth and
station, race and religion, there are certain characteristic cus-
toms and beliefs.

1. In the Home.
One can scarcely think of the peoples of this land without

recalling the gracious hospitality of each home. In the luxuri-
ous home of the effendi, in the hut of the fellah, and in the tent
of the Bedouins, refreshment and lodging can always be found.
Invitations to their homes are frequent and insistent. An effu-
sive welcome always awaits a guest. No amount of labor is

spared in the preparation of delicious and abundant food.
When guests arise from the table, they say to their host and

hostess, "May God establish forever your hospitable table."
The reply is, "May God establish forever your life." Even on
the briefest social or business call, one is served with a thick
fruit-syrup drink upon his arrival and a cup of Turkish coffee
before he leaves. Nowhere is one surrounded and over-
whelmed by more gracious cordiality. This expression is typi-
cal, "You have eaten bread and salt with us now. Henceforth
we are brothers."

2. At Marriage.

According to oriental custom, marriages are usually business
arrangements between parents or their representatives. A
monetary gift is agreed upon and paid at the formal announce-
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ment of the engagement. The engagement papers signed at this

time are, according to law, as binding upon the girl as the mar-
riage itself. No matter what happens, she cannot change her
mind after that. With the bridegroom it is different. He has
bargained for his bride as he would for a sheep or a goat, has
paid the price, and may take her or leave her as he chooses.

Such a girl leaves her own home at marriage and becomes a
part of her husband's household. To this home all of the sons
bring their wives, to be subject to the mother-in-law. Some of
them are happy in these new homes. A young Bedouin bride

in her tent near Beersheba boasted of the price her husband
had paid for her and sneered at the customs of a land which
would permit the giving without price of a fine healthy bride,

such as the missionary seemed to be !

More often these marriages lead to much unhappiness and
misery. This fact was observed in the life of a handsome
Mohammedan girl who worked in the home of the missionary
for a year. Married when twelve to a man of sixty who died
soon afterwards, she and her baby daughter were abandoned
by her own and her husband's families, because she had borne
no son. After years of struggle to support herself and child,

there came word that she must marry a man whom she had
never seen ! There was nothing she could do to prevent it. The
law gave to that family who had turned away from her in her
hour of need, the right to sell her again.

3. At Birth.

Life would not have been so hard for this young widow if

only she had borne a son. Both Arabs and Jews have a great
love for all children, so a girl is not despised and cast out, as
formerly in some eastern lands, but she is received with dismal
faces and loud laments. When the wife of one of our evan-
gelists came into her home as the fifth daughter, her pious
father cried out, "Name her Tamam (Ta-mam—"Enough"),
that God may know that I am burdened past endurance with
daughters."

But upon the arrival of a son, the news quickly spreads and
friends and relatives rejoice together. On the eighth day they
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gather for the circumcision and naming, and abundant and

elaborate are the refreshments prepared for all. Thereafter,

the father and mother of the little Yusef are no longer called

by their own names, but are known as Abu Yusef and Em
Yusef (Father and Mother of Yusef). Thus they announce

to the world, "We have borne a son !"

Nor can one blame them for this joy in the son, when one

remembers that girls quickly leave their homes to become a part

of another household and have almost no further contacts with

their own families and certainly no further responsibility to-

ward their own parents. It is the son who continues to make

his home with the parents and to care for them in their old age.

The new-born baby may wear clothes or none, according to

the season of year, but certainly he will wear a number of

charms and amulets. Almost all the peoples of Palestine,

whether Moslem, nominal Christian or Jew, believe in the

power of the "Evil Eye." They hold that there are certain

people, who by the mere glance of the eye, have power to bring

evil to those upon whom they look, and that this evil may be

avoided by the wearing of some charm.

A blue bead is the favorite charm and forms a part of every-

one's attire. A blue bead is fastened around a child's neck by a

string; it is placed in a man's turban or hidden in a woman's

veil; it is stitched into a pack-saddle to preserve the animal

from harm ; it is fastened to the radiator or steering-wheel of a

car ! These beads are blue because blue eyes are believed to

have a specially evil influence and their owners are generally

dreaded. To look admiringly at a child is a form of the "Evil

Eye," and to prevent this from happening many lovely children

are dressed in the oldest, the dirtiest, the most ragged clothes,

and are allowed to run about filthy and unkempt. For the

same reason, boys will be dressed as girls.

How many times have we heard the peoples on the road

exclaim over our babies, "Sam'allah" (May the Lord protect

him!), not daring to tell us in any other way that these little

ones were so attractive or clever that God's special care would
be needed to protect them from the "Evil Eye." How pitiful

are they in their ignorance of Him who never slumbers or

sleeps as His eye watches over and cares for His own

!
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4. At Death.

But never are our hearts so grieved for these friends of

Palestine as when death lays its hands upon them. Moslem,
nominal Christian and Jew, each carefully performs the rituals

and ceremonies prescribed by his faith. That lifeless loved one

may have been faithful in prayer, in fasting, in alms-giving, in

pilgrimages to Holy places, but each knows in the end that he

has no certainty concerning a future life. Long and loud are

the lamentations of the friends and relatives and hired mourn-
ers, but well may we weep with them over the hopelessness of

these peoples who know not that "there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved'

^

(Acts4:12).

5. In Worship.

*"Once upon a time, as we remember a story told us in Pales-

tine by a Jew, a man of the East started on a long pilgrimage to

the tomb of a saint. He was one of the many found there whose
intense yearning urges them out, despite ix)verty and ignorance,

into great undertakings in search of spiritual satisfaction. Like
Balaam of old he depended upon his ass to carry him across the

desert. Then, alas ! in the midst of the wastes, the ass lay down
and died. He covered the body of the beast with stones, and
knelt down in grief, shaken with genuine emotion o'er the cruel

fate that left him stranded so. By and by another traveler

chanced to go that way and inquired into his trouble. 'My best

friend ! My best friend !,' he wailed, 'Fve lost my best friend.'

'A saint he must have been,' said the sympathetic one, looking
toward that heap of stones that appeared not unlike the usual
cairn that marks the resting place of a saint. Then he too
dropped down in the attitude of reverence. And arising, he
left the customary gift and went his way. 'Ah !,' exclaimed the

owner as his eye fell upon the coin. And, when another traveler

passed by, he wept again, his cry more violent as his grief was
less sincere. And so, on and on, a reputation was created.

Finally, travelers went out of their way and came from afar
unto his shrine. Thus he managed to feed himself and to fatten,

"In this Palestinian parable we see both the opportunity that

must appeal to an evangelical heart and the difficulty that must

•Article in Review and Expositor, April, 1931, by J. Wash Watts.
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harass an evangelical mind. The Holy Land is Palestine, a land

of shrines for Christian, Mohammedan and Jew. It is so,

because, running deep in the hearts of its people, there are tides

of spiritual power. Yet, it is a land of hohness perverted and

of religious hypocrisy. In distress its people give way to the

temptation to counterfeit and traffic in those very religious

inclinations that are their chief virtue.

"The total number of Christians is small. It is less than ten

per cent of the population, and is also fearfully divided. As
to faith they are divided chiefly among the Greek Orthodox,

the Roman Catholic, the Church of England, the Armenian,

and two of the Uniate Churches (eastern churches aligned with

the Roman), the Greek Catholic and the Maronite; other

churches are also represented in this division ; the Syrian

Orthodox or Jacobite, Syrian Catholic, rVrmenian Catholic,

Coptic, Abyssinian, Templar, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and
others, including Baptists.

"These sects are almost completely controlled by foreign

powers. And here may be seen a chief reason for the fact that

the lines of division are so sharply drawn. They exist largely

because of the efforts of foreign powers, politically and self-

ishly minded, to control Palestine. They are economically,

educationally, religiously dependent upon these foreign powers,

most of them spiritually enslaved by the powers that have
subsidized them. Exceptions may be made of portions of the

Greek Orthodox and of various Protestant groups. Neverthe-
less, divisions are so sharp and deadly as to cut off almost every
evangelical hope.

"As to territory the}^ are also quite scattered, being found
chiefly around the Christian shrines at Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, Jafl^a, etc., there they sit beside their shrines. Not
without religious zeal are they. Thousands have come as pil-

grims and remained through necessity. Their communities
are sustained by jealous maintenance of their rights in the holy
places. But, so little of love have they that a Mohammedan is

appointed by the British authorities to serve as doorkeeper in

the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and to prevent strife be-
tween the nominal Christian sects that worship there. Surely
no description can fit all members of a large group.
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"Numbers of Mohammedans there are
;
yea, abundant num-

bers are found in the cities, in the villages, among the Bedouins

that rove about her hills and valleys. All around are millions

upon millions in Syria, Transjordania, Arabia, Egypt. There

they are around their shrines, Mecca and Medina in Arabia,

the Dome of the Rock on the temple site in Jerusalem, the

Mosque over the Cave of Machpelah at Hebron, the Great

Mosque in Damascus, etc. They are fanatical. Yet, many of

those that worship in these places are deeply religious. One
cannot go into these mosques, note their beauty, their quiet,

their meditative atmosphere, and not realize that there is in the

hearts of this people something fine to which we may appeal.

They do not seem to traffic in relig-ious faith as the native

Christians do. The average Moslem seems to us more like the

sympathetic one of the story ; one who is duped, one who fanat-

ically supports a travesty on truth because he still believes it is

the truth."

And to this land of shrines are coming great numbers of

Jews from their wonderings. So rapidly do they come, that

any figures given today concerning the Jewish population of

Palestine would be incorrect tomorrow. "These Jews seem like

the Jew who told that story, rather than the characters of the

story itself. They laugh at the fanatic and the hypocrite. Yet,

while they laugh, they also long to find the God all of them
started out to seek. The Jew has been like the Mohammedan's
having "a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge" (Rom.
12 :2b). Again he has been like the native Christian, a ritual-

istic Pharisee. Also he has wandered, and sufifered, and broken

from his faith, and sometimes thought himself an atheist. Now
he comes back to his shrines, pining still after the word of God.

Even while he mocks at credulity, and is in doubt as to where
to find reality, he cries out like Job for a chance to speak to God
face to face. Who may be his true comforter?" He waits for

some friend of God's to guide him to Jesus.

QUESTIONS
1. Describe the land of Palestine.

2. Name the three chief religions of Palestine.

3. Is Zionism a religious movement?
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CHAPTER III

A WONDER THREAD IN THE
JEWISH WOOF

«B

The return of the Jews to Palestine today makes the Chris-
tian world wonder if the day is near at hand when Jehovah will

bring his people to accept Jesus the Nazarene as their promised
Messiah. Surely we stand amazed as we see how He has
twisted and tied certain threads into the Jewish woof of these
Palestinian Tapestries. Will the scattered threads of the
Lord's weavers be gathered so as to make the cross of Christ
an essential part of the woof God is now working into their

history ?

THE UNEXPECTED TIE IN JERUSALEM
It will be recalled how unexpectedly God tied our Southern

Baptist threads into the Jewish work in Jerusalem by thrusting
upon the missionaries a young Jewish evangelist. How won-
derfully by His providences did He make provision for his

necessities ! During those several experimental months, it was
revealed that the faith in this evangelist had been justified.

When a budget was made for the following year, it was defi-

nitely provided that he should give his full time to the work of
the mission, and that Jerusalem, rather than some city in

Galilee or Syria, should be made the headquarters of our
Near East Mission,

Another question arose. By what means should the Gospel
be given to Israel? Other Jewish Missions in the city had
formerly held preaching services on the Jewish Sabbath.
Great crowds had attended, but the majority went in order to
do anything that might create a disturbance and thus interfere
with the delivery of a message. Recently these disturbances
had become so disorderly that all public meetings of these mis-
sions had been discontinued. Such services were not begun
by our mission, but in the beginning efiforts were confined
altogether to work among individuals.
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During that first year before the evangelist had become
widely known as a Christian, he talked in his home day after
day with hundreds of young men who were hungry to know
and understand his teachings. Many were poor, simple people

;

others were school-teachers, editors, and professional men.
All inquired earnestly concerning his own Christian exper-
iences and beliefs ; some wished him success in the propagation
of such teachings; others expressed themselves as believing
that the acceptance of Christianity would solve Jewish prob-
lems. Surely such men could not be far from the Kingdom !

Most of the inquirers were ardent nationalists who had re-
cently come from many corners of the earth to devote their
every energy to the establishment of a Jewish home in Pales-
tine. Well they knew that every hope of co-operation in such
would be lost if they allowed themselves to accept these teach-
ings as true. However, such a yearning was in their hearts
that many continued week by week to return to this believer, to
hungrily but fearfully seek the Truth.

Suddenly the storm of persecution broke upon this evangelist
and his family, probably because the Chief Rabbi had learned
that he was reaching great numbers of the Jews. Suddenly
their friends ceased to come near him

; Jewish stores refused
to sell goods to him; Jewish men and children hooted and
hissed at him as he passed

;
anonymous letters ordering him to

renounce Christianity or leave the country were received ; and
all the many inquirers ceased to come to him. In spite of these
things, he and his wife, who had only accepted Christ six
months before, determined that they would remain where they
were, and stand for the Truth as they knew and believed it.

Practically every Jew who becomes a Christian goes through
the same experience, but not all will stand steady and face the
storm. Most of them go elsewhere and the persecuting ones
rejoice over the fact that they ran. It surprised them, there-
fore, to see this family stand, and naturally there arose in the
minds of the right-thinking ones a respect for them and for
the things they believed. If Jesus were worthy of one's endur-
ing all this persecution, then there must be some strength and
joy in Christianity that outsiders could not know.
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After a time most of the opposition died out, and some
friends gradually returned. About this time re^rular services

for Bible study and prayer and praise were begun. These were
not meetings open to the general public, but quiet ones to which
only sympathetic friends and acquaintances were invited.

Consequently they were small. Every one came for the pur-
pose of studying the Truth, and they came into an atmosphere
of reverence. They were practically the first services in Jeru-
salem to be conducted altogether in Hebrew. Until now
no Hebrew translations of Christian hymns had been as-
sembled. There was a great need for some kind of hymn book.
Mr. Watts, the evangelist and another convert collected a few
favorites, had them mimeographed and bound into a small
book.

Twenty-five or thirty became regular attendants at these
meetings, and, finally, ten young men asked for instruction

preparatory to baptism. The instruction given was continued
for a number of months in order that these candidates might
be positive concerning the things they professed to believe.

Such a probation period brought some disappointments. One
applicant proved to be a hypocrite, shrewd and hard; some
others were weak. When the date for the baptism was set,

they were asked again to face seriously the consequences of
such an act. The missionary was unwilling to baptize any one
of them, if he expected under any circumstances that might
follow, to deny his Lord. Several became frightened. And orL
that baptismal day, only four were really ready to follow Christ
all the way.

These baptized believers stood true in spite of those things
that came upon them as a result of their faith in Christ. During
the next several years, the faith of all was tested. Economic and
social persecution threatened the life of half the group. One
or two believers and many inquirers were forced to go from
Jerusalem to other places to seek work. Therefore the atten-
dance at the services was not so regular and the courage of
many wavered.

At this time God sent encouragement in an unexpected way.
Because of the reduced budget of the mission and the con-



44 Palestinian Tapestries

stantly increasing cost of living, the missionaries, in whose
home services were held, had been obliged to change their living

quarters often. This caused confusion and the appearance of
a lack of permanence in our work. Two years before, Mrs.
Pattie Witherspoon, of Winchester, Kentucky, had written our
Foreign Mission Board that a fund, which she had been setting

aside over a period of years, was available whenever some one
else should provide the additional amount necessary for the
purchase of a lot in Jerusalem. Thereafter, the missionaries
had watched longingly as one desirable location after another'

changed hands, and at last had found what seemed to them the
ideal place on which to establish our work. Yet time went on
and on, and no one felt led to give the additional fund. Then,
when prospects looked darkest and efforts to glorify God's
name seemed fruitless, evidences of the Master's provision and
blessing came suddenly. At Christmas time there came a mes-
sage from Dr. Martin Wood, pastor of the Vineville church,

Macon, Georgia. During the previous summer he had visited

Palestine, had asked many questions and had quietly gone his

way, deeply impressed with the needs and opportunities in

Jerusalem. Now he cabled that two sisters of Macon, Mrs.
Tero Amos and Miss Annie Callaway, had been corresponding
with Mrs. Witherspoon, of Kentucky. Strange to say, they

found themselves to be cousins, "introduced," as one said, "by
way of Jerusalem!" They found great joy in becoming part-

ners in this Palestinian project.

A few months after the property was secured, God spoke to

that Northern Baptist friend of Palestine, Mr. J. F. Easley,

of Michigan, who had given the bell for the church at Nazareth.
Immediately he offered a gift for that which was most needed
in Jerusalem, a home where the workers might live. Accord-
ingly, a small comfortable house was built, with foundations so
laid that a second story might later be added. Thus through the
purchase and development of property we did convince many
that Southern Baptists were going to remain in their appointed
place, no matter how dark the threads or how blurred and
indistinct the pattern.

During those years of slow, painstaking and discouraging
work in Jerusalem, our evangelist was gaining contact with
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many large groups of secret believers. They were and are

today sufficiently numerous to become a force in the Jewry of

Palestine if only they should be united. But they were torn

between two desires. They wanted to confess their belief in

Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. At the same time they

wanted to remain a part of their people, loyal to their nation,

especially in its great effort to establish a national home in

Palestine. These desires were to their own minds consistent

with each other, and they will probably appear so to ours, but to

the majority of Jews they were not. If they should declare

themselves under Gentile leadership, they would be branded as

traitors and become outcasts among their people. If there

should be a way of confessing Christ and yet remaining a part
of the Jewish community, it was apt to be found only by man-
aging their own movement and by declaring themselves free
of Gentile control. They needed help, a wise and tactful help,

help that did not mind if it remained unknown. If they could
be given help, not so much material help as sympathy, advice,
teaching, they might do more to bring the Jews to Christ than
all the Gentile agencies that could possibly be brought to
Palestine.

At times their courage failed. At other times inexperience
led them into grave mistakes. Again and again their leaders

turned to this Jew who had openly professed his faith for
advice and counsel, while he in turn studied and discussed with
his more experienced missionary friend the questions that

these groups raised. Thus there came to the missionary through
the years an indirect opportunity to have a voice in their coun-
cils.

They are tremendously interested in Christ and His teach-

ings. One night two young men from a distant colony came to

our evangelist with another story of a group of secret believers.

They were accustomed to gather from time to time
;
they did

not know their right hand from their left as they said, but they
had heard of him, and they wanted him to come and teach them
during the approaching holidays, the Feast of Tabernacles.

On several occasions young Jews in Palestine have baptized
each other or baptized themselves in the name of Jesus Christ,
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without the authority of any church. In one instance there was

a group of more than fifty that wished to bind themselves

together as followers of Him. A few of them had already con-

fessed their faith through baptism. The group asked one of

their number to baptize the others. Going in smaller groups,

fifteen one morning, fifteen the next, sixteen the third, so as

not to attract attention, they went out to an appointed place,

and thus they confessed at least unto each other and unto God,

their faith in the Lord Jesus as Saviour.

AN EXPERIMENTAL TIE AT TEL AVIV
One of the largest of these groups gathered at Tel Aviv, that

lovely city that has made such marvelous growth within the past

fifteen years. At the time of the World War, this location,

north of the city of Jaflfa, was the home of a small group of

Jews who were living on the sand-dunes. Since then a beautiful

modern city has spread itself along the Mediterranean shore

line. There one finds the lovely houses of leading Jewish

musicians, artists, poets, writers. There one finds the blending

of the best of European culture with that which is distinctly

Jewish and wonders at the genius of the people who have built

this unique city. It is the only one hundred per cent Jewish

city of the world. Its population is now more than one hundred

and twenty thousand.

One day there came to the house of our Jewish evangelist in

Jerusalem three men who hesitantly explained that they came

as representatives of a large group at Tel Aviv which was read-

ing the New Testament, questioning its truth and authority.

Upon their invitation he went down to meet with them and

found about two hundred young men and women, brought

together by a common desire to know the Truth ! They knew
only Catholicism as Christianity, and fearing Gentile rituals

and domination, they desired to start a movement of their own.

For two years our evangelist occasionally met with this

group trying to convince them that Baptists did not seek papal

authority over them. Dissensions arose among them because

they had no leaders who could guide them. Some of the group

left to seek work elsewhere. But early in 1927 a dozen of them
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separated from the larger group and agreed that they would
profit by seeking the guidance of experienced Christian work-
ers. Thus, there came to our Southern Baptist Mission that

for which the workers had not even dared to pray—an invita-

tion to witness for Christ in Tel Aviv

!

With these inquirers the evangelist in Jerusalem had contacts

that ought not to be broken. No other trained worker was
available and there was no money for his support anywhere.

It was decided, therefore, that the one American family in our

mission should move to Tel Aviv. In spite of the fears of many
that missionaries would not be allowed to live there, the work-

ers regarded this opportunity as an open door that God had set

before them and dared not refuse to enter in. Strarige to say, a

house was rented without difficulty and no questions were
asked. The Watts family joyfully made the move, because

twelve people in that city wanted the Gospel.

Fear had seized the hearts of those twelve. Only one dared

to come by night to tell them that they were afraid to have any
contact with a Christian missionary lest their jobs be taken

from them

!

That long hot summer passed, while the missionaries almost

longed for active opposition to their presence, rather than the

indiiference that they met everywhere. But in the fall God
showed them why they were there. In His own wonderful way
He led one man of that city to seek out the missionary of his

own accord. After a month he was led of the Lord to the end
of a long spiritual struggle that had begun twenty-seven years

before in Russia. He was a man of means and prominence,
and devoted himself freely, without fear, and with tact and
force to the task of building up a real work for the Lord.

Christmas time drew near and only one family in Tel Aviv
prepared to celebrate Christ's birthday. It was decided that

John, aged seven, and Reid, aged three, should invite all the

children whom they knew to see their Christmas tree. Such a

tiny group it seemed as they listed them ! Only eight of the

many of the neighborhood had dared to become acquainted'

with the Gentile missionaries. They prepared as merrily as
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they could. The tiny tree in the living room was gay with

tinsel and candles, and there was a tiny gift for each of those

eight. On the table near by was plenty of fruit and home-made
candy, and even Betty Jane, just one year old, seemed to know
that something wonderful was about to happen.

About six o'clock on Christmas eve there was a knock at the

door, and two of the expected guests were invited into the hall

to wait until the others arrived. When the next knock came,

the door was opened, and two strange children stood there.

Then came a mother with her little one ; another invited guest

brought two other unexpected ones ; both mother and father

and friend came with the next one, and so on and on ! And
there were gifts for only eight on the tree

!

Frantically between greetings, the missionary lady dived into

lovely packages that had been sent to her family from friends

at home, seeking first one gift and then another for the un-

expected guests. Not knowing the names of all, she tried to

wrap each gift so that she could tell by feeling it whether

it was intended for a man, woman, boy or girl.

Finally, when they had ceased to come, the candles were
lighted and the guests were ushered into the living-room. Thir-

teen mothers and fathers found chairs as best they could in the

limited space and fifteen children sat on the floor in a circle

about the tree.

Fearing the disapproval of the parents and also uncertain of

her ability to speak much Hebrew before such an audience, the

missionary breathed a hasty prayer for God's blessing, joined

the circle and began to tell them of our Christmas "Feast," as

they called it. How eagerly they listened ! How thrilled they

were as they heard of the angel's song ! How earnestly they

repeated the words of John 3:16!

Then together they learned to sing "Jesus Loves Me" in

Hebrew. No father or mother objected, although they had
been taught by their rabbis to avoid the very use of Jesus'

name

!

After the explanation of why we give gifts at Christmas

time, the packages were taken from the tree. To the great joy
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and relief of all, there was one for every guest. The candy and

fruit were passed, some games were played and still the new

friends lingered. Some of these became interested in our

simple, mimeographed Hebrew hymn book, and they wanted to

sing. Around the piano they gathered, and no one went home

until after they had sung every verse of every one of the thirty-

five hymns in that book ! A lovely, lovely tree it was, for about

it twenty-eight friends had heard the story of Jesus for the

first time

!

After that there came many daily opportunities to witness

to neighbors who had for several months watched these Chris-

tians live quietly among them, speak their language, and love

their children. The one baptized believer had, since his first

acquaintance with the missionary, come regularly each Sab-

bath for Bible study. He brought a friend, then another, and

another. Later, Mr. Watts' Hebrew teacher joined the group.

Thus little by little, without that publicity that invites opposi-

tion, but also without secrecy, a meeting for study, prayer, and

praise was begun. During the spring of 1928, the living-room

of that home was uncomfortal3ly crowded as thirty-five or

more gathered for worship. The children of neighbors clam-

ored for more stories and songs. Soon the gentle, pious, old,

orthodox Jew next door was willing to rent to the mission

larger quarters for the coming year.

Two years before, English missionaries from Jaflfa could not

walk the streets of Tel Aviv without creating a disturbance

!

But God's time had come and the astonished craftsmen whom
He had appointed watched Him remove every knot and tangle

that would prohibit His work.

During that year it appeared at several times as though the

Watts family would have to ask for immediate furlough

because of illness. When summer came it became necessary

for them to leave six months before their furlough was due,

and because of health conditions in the family, they did not

return. Funds were reduced, workers were depleted, and no

one has gone to Tel Aviv. Eight years have passed, and that

one publicly-professing believer has lost family, friends, and

fortune because of his faith. Today there is besides him no
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spokesman for Christ in Tel Aviv, that most rapidly develop-

ing city of all that rapidly changing country.

This experimental tie made by the Lord's weavers there

promised to add to the design a beauty and glory not seen there

before, but by lack of support, we cut the threads and left the

ends dangling, unwanted, and unused.

A PATTERN OF HOPE TAKES SHAPE
In December, 1927, just six months before the Watts family

returned to America, the first new missionary, since the return

of the Pearsons, arrived. Again God had wonderfully and
providentially provided for the work that was His

!

Miss Elsie Clor had been for several years in charge of the

Jewish work of the Christian and JNIissionary Alliance in

Jerusalem. Because of the many common interests and prob-

lems, a friendship had grown up between her and southern

Baptist missionaries. She was on furlough during those days
when all missions were cutting down their work, and the

Alliance notified her of its inability to return her to the field.

But the Lord had called her to Palestine, and she had friends

who so believed it that the}' were willing to support her. Ac-
cordingly, when she applied to our Foreign Mission Board ^or

appointment at a time when practically no new appointments
were being made, she was accepted on condition that her

friends would make their gifts toward her support through the

Board.

Almost immediately she was left in Palestine as our only

American missionary and for a ^-ear carried the responsibility

of supervising our whole mission field. But God had prepared
her for these heavy responsibilities. She is a Jewess, converted

in Chicago at the age of fourteen. She had endured persecution

and hardship during all her years. She had worked to get her

college education and nurse's training. Settlement work in

several large cities and Red Cross service in France during the

World War had added valuable training and experience to her
preparation for service. Since the early days of her Christian

life, she had felt God's definite call to serve Him in Palestine.
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In those first years with our mission, God sent to her many
young girls from some of the substantial Jewish homes of
Jerusalem. Few of them would dare to hear of Jesus in the

beginning ; l)ut little by little through English lessons, through
sewing classes, games, music, the loan of books, their friend-

ship and confidence were won. Then, individually, they began
to ask for Scripture teaching, and later, many of those who
came, were sympathetically interested in the New Testament.
A Bible lesson became a natural part of every Club meeting.

Gradually other groups made their appeal to the heart of
Miss Clor, until all the activities of a Good Will Center were
organized : a mother's meeting ; a children's story hour

;
weekly

prayer-meeting; a Sabbath school on Saturday morning con-
ducted in Hebrew for Jewish children ; a young people's Bible

class in Hebrew on Saturday afternoon ; a Sunday school on
Sunday morning to which come Jews, Arabs, English, and
Americans ; and night classes in English when the New Testa-
ment is used as a textbook.

Such work has not been developed easily. Serious illnesses,

violent persecutions, crowded quarters, extremely limited

funds have all been used of Satan to limit the influence and to

destroy the work of God's weavers. Again God, not man, has
made provision. Miss Eunice Fenderson of the state of Minn-
esota has made her home for seven years with Miss Clor,

giving her time, her knowledge of the Arabic language, and her
consecrated life to the work of Southern Baptists without any
recompense from our Board. How happy all are that our
Foreign Mission Board was finally able to appoint her as a
regular missionary in the spring of 1936

!

Then when the small mission house could not hold the num-
bers who came, even though Sunday school was held on the
instalment plan, our W. M. U. of the South included this

Good Will Center of Jerusalem in its Lottie Moon Christmas
Oflfering. During the past four years our Christmas gift has
provided a small chapel with tiny educational quarters at the
rear, fine play grounds, other equipment, and native helpers.
The Daily Vacation Bible School was the first held in Jeru-
salem and has had such marvelous results, that other organiza-
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tions, Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant, have attempted similar

work. Such great crowds have come that enrollment has had
to cease within the first two or three days, even though one or

two classes have met outdoors in the shade of a building. For
eight and ten weeks each summer these schools are in session

and the effort is made to give to each child during this time a

thorough knowledge and understanding of the Gospel. Only
the years can show the results !

The church membership is still small, only a few having been
baptized each year. Many lives are being changed, however,
through the exercise of faith in Jesus Christ. Most of those

who find Christ are young people who, according to law, cannot
change their religion without their parents' consent. They can
and do live so as to testify to the saving power of Christ.

For the past eight years there has been no Baptist pastor in

Jerusalem. While the Watts family was in Tel Aviv, the evan-
gelist, who had been with them from 1923 to 1927, decided to

leave the employ of the Mission. Having felt very keenly the

reproaches of fellow-Jews who accused him of being a Chris-

tian in order to receive a salary from a mission, he decided to

attempt to make his living elsewhere and let his preaching be
without charge. Soon afterward he moved from Jerusalem.

How impossible it has been to establish a worth while church
where almost all approaches had to be confined to women and
children ! How difficult it has been to conduct regular church
services without a regular preacher and pastor, either Ameri-
can or Palestinian ! So all who love the work in Jerusalem have
rejoiced since early in 1936 when Reverend Leo Eddleman, of

Clinton, Mississippi, went to devote his vigorous, enthusiastic,

consecrated and well-trained life to the task.

This work calls for the best from among us. The people with
whom they will deal will require wisdom, grace and patience

that come only from God. In some of them remains the guile

of Jacob, in some the princely nature of Israel, in some the

pride and gloom of Saul, in some the consecration and song of

David, in some the skepticism of the Sadducees or the concision

of the Pharisees, and in some the trust of Peter or the love of
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John. wSome of them may prove to be Judases. Yet some of

them may be changed from Sauls into Pauls. Of the nation of

them it is written, "Now if the fall of them be the riches of the

world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles

;

how much more their fulness?" (Rom. 11 :12).

Works of wonder create great hopes. Surely the wonderful
way in which the Lord has provided weavers ought to encour-
age us. He has already made great use of Baptist testimony
among Jews to the Lordship of Christ, the authority of the
Scriptures, and the freedom of believers.

QUESTIONS

L Why was the first Jewish work done among individuals ?

2. Who provided for the mission lot in Jerusalem ?

3. What kind of a city is Tel Aviv?

4. What types of work are being done in Jerusalem ?

5. How has the Lord provided for the growth of the work in

Jerusalem ?
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CHAPTER IV

COLORFUL THREADS IN THE
ARABIC WOOF

I®

The Arabic-speaking peoples, who compose three-fourths of

the population of P'alestine and practically all of that of Syria,

are quick, vivid, and picturesque in speech and action. When
stirred by religious faith, they are unusually dramatic in their

expression of it. Such characteristics produce examples of fine

faith and service, in spite of the fact that the warp upon which
they weave offers such peculiar difficulties as those we have
just reviewed. Slowly but steadily God's appointed weavers
have worked at the task.

A LONG THREAD IN BEIRUT
When Said Jureidini, that young man of Beirut whom God

called, returned from America to resume his business as a
photographer, *"he had no idea of becoming a preacher, but
he felt a responsibility to teach the truth as he had learned it in

America. His studio soon became a mission hall, where religi-

ous conversations were held and where the Baptist doctrines

were taught to inquirers. The very name of Baptists as a
denomination was then practically unknown in that region. He
translated into Arabic Dr. Slack's 'Reasons for becoming a
Baptist,' and pubHshed it at his own expense. On Sundays he
preached the Gospel at two or three villages near Beirut. A
large number of people heard him, and were much interested

in the truth he taught and impressed with the zeal he showed.
A number of his hearers were converted and asked to be bap-
tized. As there was no Baptist Church nor ordained Baptist
minister in Syria, Mr. Jureidini wrote to the Third Church of
St. Louis asking them to authorize some Baptist minister, who

*From a brief sketch cf this mission written in 1911 by Said Jureidini.
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might be making a visit to the Holy Land, to baptize the can-
didates. In response to this request, the following action was
taken by the Third Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo.

:

"Wednesday Evening, July 31, 1895.

"In view of the expectation of our pastor (Dr. W. R. L.
Smith) to visit Syria and the Holy Land, during his vacation,

be it resolved, that we hereby request our pastor to call such
council of brethren as may be with him on his arrival in Syria
and if on his and their investigation and examination, they
reach the conclusion that Brother Jureidini should be set apart
to the gospel ministry, the pastor and those who may be with
him, are authorized by this church to ordain him to the work
of the gospel ministry, and further, if the brethren deem it

proper, and for the glory of God, that they proceed to organize
a church of those who have professed a belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ and confessed Him in baptism,

"Done by order of the church at a regular meeting, July
31, 1895.

"John Gallup, Clerk."

"On the 29th of September, 1895, Dr. Smith and six other

ministers went up to Shweifat, Mt. Lebanon, and carried out
the instructions of the Third Baptist Church by ordaining
Elder Jureidini to the gospel ministry.

"Not long after this Pasor Jureidini baptized the first con-
verts, eight in number, and organized them into the First Bap-
tist Church.

"After his ordination, the work increased. Calls were made
from outlying regions for Brother Jureidini to go and teach
them. He met these calls whenever he could, often to the

neglect of his studio. But he considered the gospel work of

the greater importance, and gradually he became convinced
that it was his duty to devote himself entirely to the ministry of

the Gospel. He gave up his photography and went to America,
with the hope of interesting the churches to take hold of his

work and support it."
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The Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con-

vention did not feel itself able at that time to enter a new field.

However "On the 22nd of March, 1905, the General Associa-

tion of the Baptist Churches of America was organized and

appointed Brother Jureidini as their missionary in Syria. He
returned in July the same year to Beirut, and started again his

work with fresh zeal and energy. The work continued to

prosper, and the church membership numbered 44 in 1911.

Besides this, a large number of the educated class in Beirut and

vicinity are favorably inclined towards Baptist doctrines and

principles, and there is every reason to hope that the number of

conversions in the immediate future will be at a greater rate

than in even the past few years."

Since its organization, this church has ordained two Syrian

brethren to the ministry. One of these. Brother Najeeb David,

became our pastor in Rasheiya; the other, Brother Najeeb

Khalef , has supported himself through the years by the prac-

tice of law. Cultured, well-educated, able, gentle, thoughtful,

and untiring, Brother Khalef makes a free-will offering of his

preaching and his literary work. For many years now he has

devoted his free time to a new translation of the New Testa-

ment in Arabic. That translation is now finished and is highly

commended by leading Arabic scholars. How much more

widely this man's ability could have been used through these

years, had Southern Baptists answered the call sooner !

There were about fifty Baptists in the church membership

at Beirut when the War came on. Most of them, however, had

been scattered or had died of privation during the war, so that

it was necessary for Mr. Jureidini to spend long months after

the war trying to make a new beginning. During all these years

the support promised by the General Association of Baptists

in America had been given very irregularly, and had finally

ceased entirely. But so slowly and carefully did Mr. Jureidini

seek and pick up the scattered remnant that when our Southern

Baptist representatives arrived in 1923, there were seventeen

earnest personal workers who composed the Baptist church at

Beirut.
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Fellowship with Southern Baptists brought encouragement,
and in 1927 the church, after the General Association decided
to discontinue its mission work in Syria, asked to become a
part of our Near East Mission. Since then there has been an
encouraging increase, but the activity of the church has always
been handicapped by its unattractive rented quarters. On the
other hand, there have been manifold evidences through the

years of the people's interest in genuine gospel preaching.

Almost in the shadow of the American University of Beirut
is a large university whose attitude is decidedly contrary to

evangelical Christianity. But our small Baptist church con-
ducts a Sunday school and regular preaching services there.

Recently it has been reported that larger congregations gather
here than in any other Protestant service held in Syria or

Palestine. Probably this is due to the fine testimony of the

believers. For instance, about two years ago a young "Tim-
othy" of the church, an employee of the University, had the

courage to organize a Bible class on the campus. It met every
evening except Sunday.

The establishment of a strong Baptist church in Beirut

would mean the establishment of Baptist doctrines in that

country. Beirut is a large city, the chief seaport of Syria.

Railroads and highways connect it with all the important cities.

It is perhaps the most important educational and literary center

of the Near East. A stream, of publications continually flows

from its many printing presses. This literature is printed in

Arabic, the spoken language of more than sixty million people

in Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Arabia, Egypt, and North
and Central Africa. Thus Beirut influences, not only Syria,

but the whole Mohammedan world.

Today the foimder of our Baptist church there is old and
feeble. Cultured, gifted and eloquent, he has through these

many years preached to multitudes of people the love of Christ.

Persecutions and privations have been as nothing so lonjr as he
has been at his appointed task. Would that in this eventide of

his life we could place beside him some young man, appointed
of God to weave the Lord's design into the hearts of many of

their countrymen.
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A CUT-OFF THREAD IN RASHEIYA

WhenMr. Joseph K.David returned to his own country from
America, commissioned by God and Illinois Baptists to preach,

he went immediately to his home town, of Rasheiya located in

the district of Syria, now known as Grand Lebanon. At that

time it had a population of 5000 and was the seat of the govern-

ment for a sub-district. With an altitude of a little more than

4000 feet, it was snow-bound a great part of the winter and
even in summer ice-cream could be frozen with some of the

perpetual snows that cap Mt. Hermon. Until ten or twelve

years ago there was no road leading to it over which wheeled
vehicles could go. Very fine vineyards upon the hills about it

had brought a living to its inhabitants, and a natural fortress

in the center of it, crowned with an old castle, made it a base
for military operations through centuries.

One quarter of the town was occupied by Druze, ah extreme-
ly fanatical sect of Moslems. The other inhabitants were
nominal Christians, belonging either to the Greek Orthodox or

Greek Catholic churches. Practically none of them knew any-
thing of Christ as a personal Saviour. Mission work had to be

slow, but opposition on the part of the Greek priests was not

intense, and others were soon won to a saving faith in Jesus
Christ. A tiny church was organized in 1904, and in 1910 an
elementary school was opened. It was patronized by the most
substantial people, irrespective of their religious beliefs.

The support of the mission proved to be spasmodic and
irregular, so Mr. David soon felt it necessary to come to

America in search of funds, while his brother Najeeb, who
was at that time a teacher in a Presbyterian mission school, took

charge of the work. While in America the older brother died,

and the younger one, recently ordained in Beirut, became pastor

and principal of the school. Najeeb had married a young lady

of a prominent Beirut family, trained in the British Syrian

Mission School for Girls in Beirut. With her as a most helpful

partner in the very difficult work he faced, he lingered there in

this mountain town and carried on this work that cost many a

sacrifice from him and his wife.
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The Gospel, taught in the church and the school, bore fruit

in the lives of children and parents. Every year recorded the

conversion of several. Unfortunately during those years there

were practically no opportunities for advancement in a country
controlled by the Turks. Practically every young man who had
even a little education, initiative, or ambition, emigrated to one
of the Americas ! Therefore, when the Near East Mission
was organized in 1923, the thirty living members of the church
were scattered. There were twelve in Rasheiya and eighteen in

America ! But there were more than a hundred pupils in the
school. The work had been blessed and its influence steadily

increased.

From the beginning of the French-Druze conflict in Syria
in 1926, the Christian people of Rasheiya felt uneasy. Not only
was there a Druze quarter in the town, but there were many
Druze villages upon the sides of Mt. Hermon. The Christians
could not easily forget the massacre of Christians that took
place in the old citadel in Rasheiya at the hands of the Druze
during the troubles of 1860. This new conflict, however, was
manifestly a fight for national liberty, not religious; it was a
war between French and Druze and not between Christian and
Druze. Nevertheless, the horrible deeds of those times were
attributed by the Druze, not merely to a government which
happened to be French, but to a people who called themselves
Christians. War is a time when all kinds of feuds may be
settled and all kinds of evil done. Robbing and killing took
place in the villages near Rasheiya. Many of the Christians

sent their wives and children to larger places for protection.

Mrs. N. K. David and her children were among these.

One day while our people were worshipping, a sudden attack
was made upon the French garrison in Rasheiya. A few days
later, people in the town received a message from Zaid-el-

Atrash, the Druze leader, saying that he intended to attack
the town during the following night, and calling upon them to
help the Druze in their struggle for liberty. During that day
all of the people who could left Rasheiya.

Brother David did not get away until about nightfall. On
the way between Rasheiya and the Damascus-Beirut highway.
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his party found the road blockaded. The drivers of the cars

began to make their way through the fields. They were fired

upon and a fusillade of shots followed, but they escaped. Some
of the clothes and sacks of provisions tied upon the cars were
riddled with bullets, but no passenger was struck.

The whole story of what happened in Rasheiya that night
we do not know. But we do know that one of the worst battles

ever waged wis fought there, and that the town was left in

ruins. Reports said that at one time the Druze had the French
garrison backed into a corner of the citadel and upon the verge
of annihilation when re-enforcements arrived for the French.
Rumor said that the Druze left a bridge of corpses outside the

citadel. At least the French succeeded in holding it. But they
did not succeed in protecting the town.

The mother of one of the teachers in our school returned
after the battle to see if she could recover any of her posses-

sions. She found the town in ashes excepting a few houses
where the soldiers had been.

Our Baptist brethren from Rasheiya were poverty stricken.

Their homes were gone. Their possessions were gone. Their
stores of food, which had been laid up before the approach
of winter, were gone. They were now among the thousands
of refugees in Beirut who had come from Damascus and from
the Christian villages about the section of Mt. Hermon that had
been in the battle area.

During the next few years no effort was made to rebuild

Rasheiya. Our church members were scattered, some to rela-

tives in the Americas, some to villages where they had no
opportunity to hear God's Word preached, and a few to join

the little church in Beirut. Of many it could be said, "They
that were scattered abroad went about preaching the Word,"

Today the town is growing again, offering to some one who
loves the Lord a place in which to preach His Word. But the

little group of believers, so slowly and pains-takingly developed
through the years, is no longer there. They are witnessing else-

where.



62 Palestinian Tapestries

A STOUT THREAD IN KEFR MISHKEY

One of the first fruits of the Gospel in a life is the desire to

share the Good News with others. Soon after the organization

of the little church at Rasheiya, some of its members went

down into the valley of the head waters of the Jordan for a two

hours donkey ride, and up the steep slopes on the other side to

the village of Kefr Mishkey. Its two thousand inhabitants

were mostly very ignorant people and members of the Greek

Orthodox church. These preaching trips were made regularly,

and soon the head of a large family, named Fudlow Boushey,

accepted Christ. A simple peasant he was, but he believed

God's word, studied it and read it to others.

In 1908 a little church was organized, with Brother Boushey

as the lay-pastor. By 1923 this little church had outgrown its

mother-church. It had 27 members with only seven in Amer-

ica ! In a letter written by Mr. David to the missionary soon

after Southern Baptists entered into the work,we find a descrip-

tion, in his own odd but interesting English, of the way God's

Word was being established there

:

"We have a small denomination there and two schools of low

grade, with a male teacher for the boys and a girl teacher for

the girls. Mrs. David went recently to spend a week of prayer

there, intending to hold meetings for the women only, but the

men together with the young men did not accept being de-

prived of the benefits of those meetings, so they came with the

women, the young girls and the school children as well. The

first night they had an attendance of eighty, but the following

nights the attendance was over two hundred, all so attentive,

so quiet, and so pleased that Mrs. David v^as greatly encour-

aged and thanked the Lord. She took the organ with her so that

she used to teach them some hymns when she had time during

the day. The Lord was always present and did bless His Word
in the hearts of the people, for at the end of the week five

were accepted for baptism, three of whom were baptized then,

the other two were baptized last week. . . . Until now the

people did not understand fully the life of our Lord Jesus

Christ and when they understood it, they were moved and shed

tears.
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"The said place is not a suitable place for worship for several

reasons. First of all, the place itself is a residence and the

owner is living in one of its rooms ;
second, it is too small while

the attendance is great and those who stand outside during

worship are as many as those who are inside, if not more
sometimes. When a proper church can be built, then we can

have a greater denomination."

How proud they were of their school, the only one in the

village ! But in 1925 the old house in which they were gathering

for school and preaching services was falling down, and a

larger place was needed for the increasing attendance. The
Mission could give almost no help, but a few members who
were able, contributed the land and a part of the necessary

funds. The rest of the money was borrowed, and men and
women helped in the construction of the only church building in

all of Palestine and Syria that has been built by natives them-
selves !

Just before the building was completed, nearly all the people

of the village had to flee because of the Druze rebellion. There-
fore, the little chapel had to wait a while to render the service

for which it was built. The next year a few of the church

members dared to return to their homes. They were subjected

to many dangers and privations. Brother Boushey was waylaid

and beaten by some of those who were opposed to his work,

but he escaped safely. A son-in-law was killed. The destruc-

tion of Rasheiya, and the unsettled conditions in the surround-

ing country, made traveling into the more distant places unsafe

for our few workers. This caused the brethren in this little

mountain town of Rasheiya to be cut oflf almost completely

from other fellow Baptists during the next several years.

In 1933, however, Brother Boushey was ordained to the full

gospel ministry. Today the Gospel is still preached in Kefr
Mishkey, a Sunday school is conducted, and a small elementary

day school is supported by the church. Payments have been

made on the debt incurred when the church was built, but

unfortunately money values have fluctuated so during the past

several years that the Turkish pound is worth almost twice as

much today as it was at the time the debt was made. This has
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caused a tremendous load to fall upon the hearts of these

staunch Baptist brethren and sisters.

During the past two years this little group has gone out to

other villages and has preached to the few destitute people who
have returned to Rasheiya from whence the Gospel first came
to Kefr Mishkey. Having little of this world's knowledge, but

filled with the wisdom of God which the Spirit teacheth,
'' Brother Boushey and his group have tied into the pattern a

stout and colorful thread,

TWO THREADS TIED IN NAZARETH
In the spring of 1911 a work was begun by the Illinois

Baptists in Safed, far to the North in Galilee. Two were bap-

tized there, but in October of that same year it was thought
best to move the worker. Brother Shukri Mosa, from Safed to

Nazareth. It was he who had come to Baptist beliefs while

selling Palestinian laces in Texas. His wife was the daughter

of a native Presbyterian minister of Syria, and was unusually

well-prepared in mind and heart for Christian work.

The next several years were difficult ones for Mr. and Mrs.
Mosa. Although Nazareth is nominally a Christian town, yet

most of the people are Moslems, Roman Catholic or Greek
Orthodox. They know little or nothing of our living Lord.
The persecution was severe. At times no one was friendly.

The small rented room where meetings were held, was often

the scene of a disturbance as naughty boys, urged on by fanati-

cal and ignorant priests, sought to interfere with the preaching

of the Gospel. Sometimes stones were thrown at Brother
Mosa. Often his children were spit upon. But at other times

.many sought to hear his teaching.

Through patience, kindness and perseverence a few converts

were baptized and a small church was organized. Emigration
handicapped the establishment of a permanent church with a

' growing and developing membership. However, when South-
ern Baptists reached Palestine, Pastor Mosa was an honored
citizen of Nazareth, and Mrs. Mosa was called by many "the

wOman of beautiful deeds." Gradually she had enlisted a large
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group of the poor, superstitious, ignorant women of the town
in a weekly meeting. There she had taught some to read, many
to memorize Scriptures, and all to join in singing the songs of

praise to God, During the Sunday school hour boys and girls,

eager and interested, all under 13 years of age, gathered in

large numbers in the tiny rented chapel. Brother Mosa was the
' one teacher for the 150 boys who sat on one side of the aisle,

and Mrs. Mosa was the one teacher for the girls who sat on the

other side. The work of superintendent, organist, song-leader,

as well as secretary and disciplinarian had to be done by these

two faithful ones who had never been privileged to study
modern Sunday school methods.

During the first few months that southern Baptists' first

missionaries spent in Palestine, many hundreds of Baptist
tourists visited the Holy Land, either before or after the meet-

• • ing of the Baptist World Alliance in Stockholm, Sweden. A
• group from Texas attended Sunday services in Nazareth and.

immediately felt the need for more adequate equipment for the
work. Subscriptions were made for the purchase of a piece of
property, and the promised money reached Palestine early in

1924. After eight months of bargaining in eastern fashion,

searching for old deeds, and haranguing over questions of in-

heritance, a desirable location was bought, roomy enough to

care for the growth of the work for years to come. .

The next year the generous gift of Mr. and Mrs. G. W.
Bottoms, of Texarkana, Arkansas, provided for the erection

of a beautiful little stone church. Mr. John F. Easley, a north-

.
ern Baptist brother of Michigan, saw the church' and sent a
fine 44-inch bell to go in its tower. Over the mountain on which
Nazareth rests, it has sent out its ringing challenge beyond the
borders of Nazareth, even unto a large portion of the Plain of
Esdraelon. , _

-Among the records we find this account of the dedication .of

,this first Baptist church building in all Palestine.

:

'

"On May 3rd, 1926, the Bottoms Memorial Church ' at

Nazareth was dedicated. The oceasitDn was one of great en-
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couragement to our Baptist people. This is our first church

building and furnished the first occasion to bring together all

our workers. A historical sketch of the work at Nazareth was

given in English by the writer and in Arabic by Rev. N. K.

David ; the sermon was preached by Rev. S. M. Jureidini ; the

dedication was made by the pastor, Rev. S. Mosa in the name

of the Nazareth church ; and the dedicatory prayer was offered

by Rev. Najeeb Khalaf.

"Beginning in the evening following the dedication and

continuing throughout the week, evangelistic services were

conducted in the new church. Brother Jureidini, who is a

natural and powerful evangelist, did most of the preaching.

The crowds filled the church throughout the week. A deep im-

pression was made, and there were several requests for

baptism.

"During the same week a conference of our Baptist workers

was organized. This gave an opportunity for an approach to

many problems. We tried to create a vision of our work as a

whole, hearing reports from each station and learning how to

face our common as well as individual problems. We tried to

define clearly our relations to one another, relations between

Jewish and Arabic workers, between native workers and mis-

sionaries, between all workers on the field and our brotherhood

in the homeland. And we felt that our brotherhood in Christ

was deepened by these efforts. We tried to define problems and

aims in our work, for we realized that we were at the very

beginning of this great question of co-operative work. We
dwelt upon matters of church organization and means of de-

veloping in our membership a sense of their own responsibility

for the work, both in giving and in preaching the Gospel. And
the meetings were an inspiration to all of us."

It was a year of encouragement and hope. The responses of

the people in the women's society, the Sunday school, the B. Y.

P. U. and prayer meetings were good. The calls from the

villages were increasingly numerous and urgent. Brother

Mosa found his heart burdened with opportunities that he could

not meet. In more than one village the people questioned him
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for hours concerning the teachings of the Bible. When he told

them he could not accept their invitation to go regularly to their

villages, they exclaimed more than once, "We believe what you

say, but you open our eyes and leave us in the middle of the

road. We beg in vain for you to come and open work here."

A leader from a large village above Acre said that several

large families of that town had waited fourteen years for some-

one to come and help them maintain their evangelical faith

begun through the ministry of the Presbyterian workers from

Sidon. In Turan the peoples were led to Bible study for the

first time in their lives, and their faith in their priests vanished

as the result of such study. Very soon there were enough be-

lievers in Cana to organize a little church.

Many opportunities were opening in every direction around

Nazareth. Through this little newly established church of

Nazareth we hoped to build up an example of church life, the

observance of the ordinances, and the preaching of the Gospel

according to the meaning, dignity, and importance that the

doctrines have for us. Moreover, we could bring together here

our scattered Baptist groups for fellowship and conference

and for the strengthening of morale.

But in August 1928 Mr. Mosa died with pneumonia. There
was no one to take his place. The church asked for Rev. Lewis
Hanna, a nephew of Mr. Mosa and the first convert of his

ministry. He had formerly been a worker in Nazareth, but he

had dropped out when he and his wife, a Texas girl, came to

America to finish their studies at Howard Payne College.

While the question of their return was under consideration by
them and the Board, the work was left without a regular

leader. Mrs. Mosa continued her work with the women and
Mr. Jureidini of Beirut came down occasionally to preach.

During the two years that this little church was without a

pastor, the work and interest began to lag. Unemployment
caused much anxiety in the town. The people were in dire need
of a pastor when Mr. and Mrs. Hanna, having been graduated

from Howard Payne with the class of 1929, sailed for Pales-

tine early in the year of 1930. Soon the thread of their weaving
was tied to that laid down by their uncle who established the
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Lord's work in Nazareth. The next few years were spent in

carefully straightening out "the knots." Little by little there

came time and opportunities for constructive work again.

The Sunday school was enthusiastically re-organized, so that

by Christmas, its members knew the meaning of the season

when they gathered at the pastor's home. Mrs. Hanna in writ-

ing of the occasion, said : "After a few moments of the chil-

dren's unrestrained joy of gazing at the shimmering tree, we
seated them in an orderly way upon the rush mats which had
been placed on the floor. The Christmas program began with

prayer. Mr. Hanna briefly explained the meaning of Christ-

mas, of God's gift to the world, of the tree, with the custom of

giving gifts at this season of the year. Then, the children stood,

and by classes, repeated from memory the Old Testament
prophecies of the coming of Christ, followed by the story of

the fulfilment of those prophesies as told in the Book of Mat-
thew. Following this, Mr. Hanna read the second chapter of

Luke, while some of the children softly quoted the words, verse

by verse. (It is remarkable how eagerly and easily these chil-

dren memorize God's Word.) Here, in the very place where
Jesus 'came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth,' and quite near

the old home in which as a child He 'grew and waxed strong

in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon
Him,' a brown-eyed group of children sang of His birth in

Bethlehem two thousand years ago, 'Silent Night, Holy Night.'

"In a tremulous hush, the lamps were lowered, the Christ-

mas tree candles were lighted, and even to us who are long

accustomed to such scenes, the glowing, sparkling tree was a

beautiful thing. What it must have meant to the hearts of

those fifty boys and girls ! The majority of them had never

before seen a Christmas tree. There had been no beauty in

their lives. To them a gift was an unknown thing. Do you
wonder at their sweet, expectant, happy faces ?"

The Daily Vacation Bible School has also proven to be a

most wonderfully effective means of reaching the children of

many homes, not otherwise open to the Gospel. Mr. and Mrs.
Hanna, with the help of Mrs, Mosa and some of the young
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people, taught the children for several weeks in the summer.

They told them stories, sung songs, memorized God's word,

and taught them to do interesting hand-work. The success of

these efforts led to an increased opposition on the part of the

other religious leaders of the town. The next summer they

attempted to run a similar school in competition with the Bap-

tist one, but when that failed to draw the majority of the

children, they used a much more effective means. The children

attending the Baptist church were refused admission into the

day-schools conducted by the Greek-Orthodox or Roman
Catholic churches. Since thereds no other school in the town,

save the one that is predominently Moslem, naturally those

unsaved parents kept their children away from the Baptist

church, in spite of the protests of the little folk. Such periods

of active opposition come and go, and from them, true believers

emerge, stronger in their faith.

In 1935 a Presbyterian woman of America, touring in Pales-

tine, expressed the desire to build beside the church a home for

the workers in Nazareth. The upper floor of this house will be

used as the pastor's home, while the lower floor will be so con-

structed as to provide for a day-school for the children of

behevers.

Not yet have the calls from the many surrounding villages

been answered. Many seek to find the Truth! Others have

grown tired of waiting and have sought to satisfy their yearn-

ings with less worth-while things.

A NEW THREAD IN HAIFA

Those first missionaries who established our Near East Mis-

sion recognized something of the importance of the location of

Haifa as a center for mission work in Galilee, but they could

not know in 1923 how rapid would be its growth during the

next ten years. The laying of the oil pipe-line from Iraq, and

the building of a great beautiful harbor there under Mt. Carmel

has drawn to this promising little city many thousands of the

Arabic-speaking peoples of the land as well as countless num-
bers of the Jews who are returning to Palestine from other
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countries. Suddenly the little town of Haifa became a fast-
growing and flourishing port city. The opportunities for wit-
nessing for Christ in Haifa became overwhelming. Southern
Baptist workers felt the immediate urge to meet the challenge
of such a field.

It had been expected in 1923 that one of the two missionary
couples in Jerusalem would remain there and prepare for work
among Jewish peoples, while the other would go further into
Galilee, probably to Haifa, for Arabic work. But, to the great
disappointment of all, Dr. and Mrs, Pearson were suddenly
forced, because of Mrs. Pearson's health, to return to America.
Evidently the ardor which had fired many of our missionary-
minded people a year before had cooled. Five years passed and
no one was sent to fill the vacancy. Mr. and Mrs. Watts re-
mained in Jerusalem alone. Mr. Watts directed the scattered
work among Jews and Arabs, as best he could.

About this time there had come from Argentina to Bethel
College, Kentucky, a lovely young Irish girl, Doreen Hosford.
Reared on a mission field, her chief interests were centered in
the things of the Spirit. Doreen's father, in his early twenties,
felt the call to foreign missionary service in Argentina. Since
no evangelical church in Ireland had any missionary organiza-
tion or representative in Argentina, Mr. Hosford had to go
independently and without the support of a Board. He obtained
employment as a clerk in a bank. This was his means to the
end of being able to support himself while establishing an
evangelistic missionary enterprise in Rosario. Later, an Irish
girl came to join him as his bride. She bad already spent three
years as a missionary in Liberia, West Africa.

The story of the contribution of money and personal work
made by this consecrated banker-preacher and his wife, belongs
in the history of our Baptist work in Argentina. But they have
given a daughter as their greatest gift to the Lord's work, and
her story belongs in this little account of our Baptist work in
Palestine.

Here in the United States Roswell Owens, a graduate of
Howard College and our Seminary in Louisville, met her and
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married her. Together they heard God's call to Palestine, and
in 1929 they were appointed by the Foreign Mission Board.

Mrs. Owens writes : "All of mother's brothers and sisters were

missionaries in some capacity in distant parts of the world.

Thus I find my life linked to every continent in the world save

Australia." In His own wonderful way, God has drawn into

these Palestinian tapestries threads of influence from many
corners of the globe,

Mr. and Mrs. Owens spent their first two years in Jerusalem,

studying Arabic and directing general mission work. Then to

Nazareth they went to live for a year among these peoples

whom they had come to serve and to practice that difficult

language over which they had labored. The scarcity of jobs in

Nazareth at that time had caused several of our church mem-
bers to move to Haifa where the great harbor-building project

offered work for many. In the fall of 1931 Mr. Hanna had

begun going there for weekly meetings in the various homes,

while Mrs. Mosa and Mrs. Hanna had kept in regular contact

with the women of Nazareth who had moved to Haifa. With
in a very short time after the Owens moved to Nazareth, all

were led to feel that the time had at last come for Baptists to

establish themselves at Haifa.

In 1933 the Owens set out to open this new mission station.

They were without any budget save that which covered their

own salary and house-rent; without any equipment save a

dozen hymn-books ; without any other means of giving the

message save their own halting, stammering tongues. God
used their weakness in those days of beginnings for some, who
would not have come to the service through interest in the

message, but who came through curiosity to see how well the

American could speak Arabic

!

For more than a year the services were conducted in the

outskirts of the city in any home that was open to them. In

1934 Mrs. Owens wrote

:

"These 'homes' are usually one-room affairs, small, crowded,

stuffy, and often lacking in the bare necessities of cleanliness.

Through the long summer months when the heat was almost
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unbearable in these little homes, we had flies and smells and
illnesses to contend with. As a result of the room being used as

a kitchen, dining-room, bed-room and wash-room combined,

we always received a sticky welcome from the swarms of flies

that had gathered previous to the meeting. Many times we had

to conduct the service with someone ill in bed over in one

corner, or with children breaking out with measles. Sometimes
the Moslem neighbors tried to drown out the words and music

of the gospel songs by beating on tin cans. They do try in many
ways to hinder God from making Himself known to them. . . .

How our hearts longed for a mission hall of our own, more
centrally located, where we could reach as many as would care

to come, where we could have room enough to conduct a Sun-
day school for little soul-starved children

!"

Then in the fall of 1934 a visit from Dr. Chas. E. Maddry,
executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, brought
hope and encouragement to these lonely ones, and also the

promise of an allowance that would provide for the rent of a

small mission hall. We will let Mrs. Owens continue with the

story as she wrote it January 1. 1935 :

"The past few months have been taken up with joyous pre-

paration for the furnishing of our newly rented mission hall, a

little 'upper room' in the center of the city. Very cautiously

have we used the available funds for the most urgent needs. To
begin with we could buy only five benches, and to our great joy,

our Arabic congregation paid half of their cost. This was
indeed a sacrificial gift and a tangible expression of the ap-
propriation of the teaching concerning the blessedness of giving

to the Lord and His work. 'Where thy treasure is there will

thy heart be also.' That is the secret of the effective propaga-
tion of God's Word in all lands. We accepted with gratitude a
love-gift from friends in Alabama to be used for three more
benches, which we immediately ordered. We have already felt

the need of them, all available seats being crowded at almost
every service.

"All along we had hoped that this first Christmas in our new
place of worship might be spent in the true spirit of Christmas,
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as Christ's birthday, of giving instead of receiving, of worship

and adoration and praise,—verily a New Testament Christmas.

So it was with joyful hearts that we witnessed a receptiveness

to the stressing of this teaching. The response was as beautifiil

as it was rare. In deed and in truth, 'they offered unto Him
gifts,' each as he was able. Most made their gifts in coin, but

some brought things to be sold, the proceeds to be given to the

Christmas offering. One widow, the mother of six children,

whose twenty-year-old son has had to support five of the

family on $12 a month, brought a little handmade lace bonnet,

her own work. Most of these things we have bought ourselves

and there will always be an added attachment to this lace baby
bonnet, knowing that it is in spirit a repetition of the widow's
mite which received the Master's commendation.

"Our own three little ones who had been savin,g their birth-

day offerings all year as a contribution to 'God's money box,'

with reverence and manifest joy carried up their gift, an olive-

wood safe-deposit box for the church offerings. It is so much
easier to give back to God when one tastes the sweetness of

giving in childhood. The older members of the family bought
a dozen Arabic Bibles and a pulpit Bible for use in the church
services. We had no Bibles previous to this time, and we felt

this was the most urgent of all needs. The carpenter who had
previously contributed the hymn-book holders attached to the

back of the benches, gave a coat-and-hat stand as his Christmas
offering. A Christian woman brought a small brass tray to be
used as a collection plate. So little by little the church will be
built out of the love of the people, mingled with the prayers
and gifts and encouragement of you stronger Christians back
home.

"Christmas Day was tinged with the excitement of prepara-
tion for the expected arrival of our native congregation in the

evening, many of them never having witnessed the observance
of Christmas in a Christian home. You would have been
amused if you had seen the make-shift hospitality we were able

to offer. We could find only twelve chairs in the house, all
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told, so Christmas Eve was spent dragging trunks and packing-

boxes from various corners of the house and lining them up in

every conceivable space. We brought in two mattresses which

were placed on the floor and covered with native rugs. Many
of the natives are accustomed to sitting on the floor. On Christ-

mas night our living room was packed, about sixty people

being present. We had placed the Christmas tree in the center

of the room, and it was indeed a pretty sight when we lighted

the candles and sparklers. Practically none of the people had

ever seen a Christmas tree. Many of them had never ex-

perienced the reality of the message proclaimed over the fields

of Bethlehem. Again the story and its meaning were unfolded

to the listening crowd. Our hearts were full of joy, having

sung together, prayed together, and listened together. It is

impossible to listen to the story of how God so loved the world

without feeling that peculiar bond that binds the hearts of all

peoples together.

"Before our guests left we served refreshments : tangerines,

candy, nuts, and raisins, and Arabic cofifee and cake. They
have a wonderful capacity for food ! They did away with 164

little cakes and would have enjoyed more if we had made
more. The children fully enjoyed their Christmas stockings

and toys, for practically none of them know what it is to have

a toy to play with. And to think that just across the sea there

were thousands of homes so full of the blessings that have

come as a result of that first great Christmas. How we need

to share
!"

Three years were spent in sowing the seed and in laying a

firm foundation for a church organization. Three years were
spent in teaching and developing those few who already pro-

fessed to belong to Christ in order that they might be a help

and not a hindrance to the cause they represented.

Three years before, soon after this station was opened, there

came to Haifa, Augustine Shirish, a member of the church at

Nazareth who had been converted under the preaching of Mr.
Mosa. A cobbler he was, with very little education and only a

few worldly possessions. He had a wife and four children.
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Because he was in destitute circumstances, the missionaries

employed him to work in the garden and to go to the distant

market. This man knew the Lord, loved Him, and was willing

to endure all things for Him. Into the market place and on the

streets, he spoke to men of his Lord. What mattered it to him
if they slapped his face? He was no better than his Master.

He became an ardent personal worker, on fire for Christ.

Little did the missionaries realize how valuable he had become,
until in 1935 their family was stricken with scarlet fever and
quarantined. Then it was that Augustine did the preaching, as

well as the marketing, and thoughtfully cared for the hundred-
and-one duties he had seen fall upon Mr. Owens. Then it was
seen how observant he had been through these brief years,

how much he had learned of orderly and dignified ways of
carrying on the Lord's work.

A furlough time was approaching and no American mission-
ary was on the field who could "carry on" at Haifa. Could it

be that God had raised up Augustine for such a time as this?
Mr. Owens began to teach him, to make suggestions for ex-
tended study. He was earnest, anxious to learn, quick at
memorizing, and always zealous in his personal testimony. But
Augustine was no great public speaker, and doubts would oc-
casionally arise in the minds of the missionaries as they
thought of the approaching furlough year with no other
preacher in Haifa.

Then in January, 1936, there came to Haifa, EHas Saleebi
(Sa-lee-bi), that young man from Beirut who had been teach-
ing a Bible class on the American University campus. What a
complement he will be to Augustine ! Saleebi is a real orator
and a talented preacher. The love of God is in his heart and
he witnessed to it gladly. He is not so effective as Augustine
with individuals, but he is ever so persuasive as a preacher ! A
course of study for these two has been mapped out by Mr.
Owens, examinations are to be taken by correspondence, and
further studies are to be suggested by the missionary from
Jerusalem.
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In the spring of 1936 the First Baptist Church of Haifa

was organized. Christians who had endured persecution and

ridicule, who had learned to bring tithes and offerings, who
had proved themselves ready to witness for Christ, made up

its membership. To this newly-organized church there came

four applicants for baptism and church membership. A bus

was chartered and down to the River Kishon went church mem-
bers, candidates, and interested friends. At the church organ-

ization it was Elias Saleebi who had so effectively explained

the duties of church members, but it was Augustine who was
asked to explain the meaning of this lovely baptismal scene,

for he it was who had helped to lead these people to Christ.

A few days later they met together for the Lord's Supper.

Girls of Kentucky had sent money with which a silver goblet

had been bought. From it the wine was poured into tiny wme
glasses and the bread was passed on the brass tray which one

dear old woman had contributed at the Christmas season.

Shortly afterward .they were together again to bid farewell

to their fellow-workers who were returning to America for a

while. With extravagant gifts, refreshments far beyond their

simple means, and with tears of genuine grief, they said,

"Ma'salame" (with peace may you go !) . Yet they comforted

themselves that workers are but instruments in the hands of

our Heavenly Father who doeth all things well.

The threads are sometimes thin, sometimes tangled and

broken, and sometimes we find it difficult to see clearly the

Master's Design. But "He who hath begun a good work in

you will perfect it unto the day of Jesus Christ," and then we
shall see the finished work in all its colorful beauty and per-

fection.
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QUESTIONS

1. Have the people of Beirut been responsive to Baptist teach-

ings ?

2. Who has charge of our work in Nazareth today?

3. How was the work started in Haifa?

4. What evidences do you think there are that the Lord has

led in our Arabic work ?
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Outline of Chapter V

GLIMPSES of the MASTER'S DESIGN

God's Work In Palestine Is for the Sake of the Whole
World

God's Work Throughout the World Remains Centered

In Palestine

God's Pattern for the Peace for Jerusalem Is Inter-

woven With All the World
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CHAPTER V

GLIMPSES of the MASTER'S DESIGN

Tired, forgetful weavers need often to pause and meditate

upon the design for the tapestries they help to weave.

This sketch of Baptist mission work in Palestine assures one

that what God does in Palestine, He does for the sake of the

whole world. What God does throughout the world remains

centered in Palestine. Furthermore, God gives to every part

of His kingdom the joy of the whole.

GOD'S WORK IN PALESTINE IS FOR THE SAKE
OF THE WHOLE WORLD

The wonderful picture of the New Jerusalem, painted for us

in the last six chapters of Isaiah and in the last two chapters

of the Revelation, is but a symbol of that divine order that

shall cover the earth when Jesus' name shall be known among
all men. In times past God has manifested himself in marvelous

ways in Jerusalem. In times to come, according to His prom-

ises, He will do so again. Always, however, these revelations

are dominated by this purpose, that "her righteousness go forth

.as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth" (Isaiah

62:1 A. v.), "And the lamp thereof is the Lamb. And the

nations shall walk amidst the light thereof" (Revelation

.21:23, 24 A. V.).

God's purpose to send forth His light from Jerusalem to the

uttermost parts of the world is not merely a part of prophetic

visions and messianic promises, but already and repeatedly the

fulfilment of His purpose is evidenced in things accomplished.
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Brazil only recently caught the reflection of that lamp of

salvation that burnetii for all, yet today her missionaries re-

flect its glory in Portugal; Portuguese, just emerging from
the darkness of blind worship, are constrained by Christ to

teach His righteousness in northern Africa. Southern Baptists

carried the message to Cuba, and Cubans hasten to pass it on
to Colombia. Argentines heard His fame and sent runners to

Chile. Uncle Billy, an old black man, told Joseph Islands, a

Creek Indian, and a nation of red men saw His glory. And
simple Chinese women into whose hearts His Light has shone
send each year a Christmas gift to the children of Israel who
live in Jerusalem whence their righteousness first came !

History has never ceased to fulfil the word which the Lord
added, "I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth

thee will I curse : and in thee shall all the families of the earth

be blessed" (Genesis 12:3).

The angel of Jehovah stopped David at the threshing floor

of Araunah when he started to Gibeon to pray that a plague
upon his people be stayed. The temple was built there. Isaiah

said of it, "Also the foreigners that join themselves to

Jehovah . . . even them will I . . . make joyful in my house of

prayer . . . for my house shall be called a house of prayer for

all peoples" (Isaiah 56:6, 7 R. V.). Jesus quoted him and
made possible the fulfilment of his word.

Jesus was in Jerusalem, the scene of His death and resurrec-

tion when He said, "And thus it behooved Christ to sufifer and
to rise from the dead the third day and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all

nations beginning at Jerusalem and ye are witnesses of these

things" (Luke 24 :46, 47). From Jerusalem, persecution scat-

tered the disciples into Samaria. Some of them came to preach
to the Greeks in Antioch of Syria. From Antioch Paul and
Barnabas went into Asia Minor. From there the man of Mace-
donia called Paul into Europe. From Europe Christianity

came to America, and thence it flows on around our globe.
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"Out of the East they have always come, the cradle that saw the birth

Of all the heart-warm hopes of man, and all the hopes of earth.

For out of the East arose the Christ, and out of the East has gleamed

The dearest dream and the clearest dream that ever a prophet dreamed.

"And into the waiting West they go with the dream child of the East.

And find the hopes that they dreamed of old, a hundredfold increased.

For there in the E^st they dream their dreams, of the things they hope

to do,

And here in the West, the crimson West, the dreams of the East come

true." —Anon.

As of old so today the Lord's work in Palestine offers a

special opportunity for world-wide influence. Palestine is still

beside the cross roads of the commercial world. Palestine is

again a nerve center of world politics. The Christian world

holds Palestine as the center of its sentiments. The Arabic-

speaking world holds Palestine at its center, also.

From the heart of Africa to northern Syria, from Morocco
to northern India spreads the Arabic borne news of Palestine.

The Arabic-speaking peoples are first cousins to the Hebrew-
speaking peoples. Social and religious ties link them with

Palestine far more surely than mere geography. Furthermore,

the overwhelming majority of these Arabic-speaking peoples

is Mohammedan ; and the Dome of the Rock, standing on the

site of the Jewish temple, is one of the four most sacred sites

for Mohammedans. Arabic-speaking Christians in Palestine

indeed have a remarkable opportunity to give the truth about

God to the Arabic-speaking world.

The Jewish world likewise is nowhere so sensitive today as

in Palestine. The Jewish world is of course a scattered one,

reaching to the ends of the earth. No part of it, however, will

miss the permeating influence of spiritual developments in

Palestine.

When God opens an opportunity for a messenger of the

Gospel to preach in Palestine, he furnishes a congregation from
all parts of the earth and its significance is universal. Such an
opportunity is a privilege that should make one glad to conse-

crate to it one's best.
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GOD'S WORK THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
REMAINS CENTERED IN PALESTINE

The same Scriptures which picture most clearly the uni-
versal, spiritual kingdom of God, emphasize likewise His pur-
pose to^perfect His plans for Jerusalem and the Promised
Land. 'T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem;
they shall never hold their peace day nor night : ye that are
Jehovah's remembrancers take ye no rest, and give Him no rest
till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the
earth" (Isaiah 62:6, 7 A. V.). "Thus saith Jehovah, who
giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the
moon and the stars for a light by night If these ordinances
depart before me. saith lehovah. then the seed of Israel also
shall cease from being a nation before me forever" (Jeremiah
31 :35, 36 R. V.). "Behold. / will gather them. . . . And they
shall be mv people and I will be their God . . . and I will make
an everlasting covenant with them" (Jeremiah 32:37-40).
"And this city shall be to me for a name of joy, for a praise and
for a glory, before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear
all the good things that I do unto them, and shall fear and
tremble for all the good and all the peace that I procure unto it"
(Jeremiah 33 :9 A. V.) . "And the kinqs of the earth shall bring
their glory into it" (Rev. 21 :24b A. V.). The fact that Chris-
tians, Jews and Moslems are today looking to Jerusalem, con-
vinces one of the continuous fulfilling of these verses as God
works out His plans through the years.

Is not this perfection of Jerusalem essential to the perfection
of the kingdom as a whole ? The motif that rules in every part
of the design of the rug weaver is revealed in the center. No
matter how many parts may develop; no matter how large
other parts may be ; all others must harmonize with the center.
No matter how often the Master's design for that center may
be marred by His enemies, or how long its actual state remain
in imperfection because of the slow development of His chil-
dren, the fulfilment of God's ideals for the world depends upon
the perfection of that center.
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At the same time there appear other truths that ought to

bring unbounded inspiration to Gentile hearts. God promises
to use Gentiles to help accomplish the perfection of Israel and
Jerusalem. The bringing of Israelites back to the Promised
Land is the first aid promised (cf. Isaiah 66:20). And in-

finitely greater aid is also promised. God says he will use some
of these Gentiles "for priests and Levites" (cf. Isaiah 66:21).

To be used as priests and Levites means to be accepted as

spiritual leaders of the highest order among men. The old

Jewish order then will have been made to accord with God's
spiritual and universal kingdom. A new order will have come
in which he who serves best is leader, regardless of physical
birth.

The supreme concern of these spiritual leaders whom
Jehovah brings to the aid of Israel must be the spiritual restora-

tion of Israel. Restoration to the Promised Land may be a
means to an end in God's providence, but never an end in itself.

The supreme service Gentiles can render Jews is to lead them
to accept Jesus of Nazareth as Saviour and Lord. The oppor-
tunity for a spiritual leadership of this type is a blessed
privilege indeed.

GOD'S PATTERN FOR THE PEACE FOR
JERUSALEM IS INTERWOVEN WITH

ALL THE WORLD
These same Scriptures to which we have been turning show

that all God's servants shall share in His glory. In Revelations
22 :3 it is written, "And His servants shall serve Him," yet in

Revelations 22 :5 it is written, "And they shall reign forever
and ever." Their service makes them kings. Such glory is for
every child of God.

These Scriptures also show that God and His servants share
each other's glory. In Isaiah 60:19 Jehovah glorifies Israel;

and in Isaiah 60:21 Israel glorifies Jehovah. As the character
of God is imparted to His servants, they become His glory.
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In these Scriptures it is also found that God's servants share

each other's glory. In Isaiah 61 :3b, 6a Israel serves the

nations ; and in Isaiah 61 :5 the nations serve Israel. The

influences which develop the character of God in us are mutual.

The dark threads and the bright ones share their glories.

The modesty and perseverance of some are shared with the

impressiveness and leadership of others.

Arabic Christians and Jewish Christians share their glories.

God has used Arabic Christians to lay the foundations of the

work that now appeals to Jews also. He rriay, in turn, use

Jewish Christians to bring Mohammedan Arabs to Christ.

Whichever way it be, the spiritual benefit of one people is the

benefit of the other. Prayer that Arabs and Jews will see this

truth is much heeded. In the midst of political propaganda,

bitter mental and physical strife, it is not easy for even the

genuine Christians among them to see it clearly. Truly, mis-

sionary intercession, both in prayer and life, is needed. The
peace of Jerusalem is a glory to be shared by all who worship

her God in spirit and in truth.

The glory of any prayer for the kingdom, any gift to the

kingdom, any service in the kingdom is only another part of the

Master's design. When a missionary tells of the triumphs of

the Gospel in Palestine, her joy is also the joy of the inter-

cessors, the givers and the servants of the Lord at home. When
souls are stirred by news of the Lord's work in Palestine, the

joy is the joy of every heart that supports the Lord's cause in

any corner of His kingdom. And in turn, when Christians are

inspired to pray, to give, to labor for the needs of the kingdom

of God, unto the uttermost ends of the earth, the blessing of

that decision is shared by the work in Palestine.

Let not Satan persuade that a prayer for the peace of Jeru-

salem will not count. Let not the fact that one gift is less than

another make one think it is unnecessary. Let us remember
the gift that opened the work in Jerusalem. Let us remember

the widow's mite.

Let Southern Baptists be thankful that God has appointed

them to serve among the weavers at the center of His design.
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Let every weaver beside the looms, and every one who sends

supplies, keep a vision of His design in the heart, and be faith-

ful in the drawing of every thread, faithful in the sending of

every gift till Jesus comes again. Yea, let every servant say

:

"My life is but a weaving

Between my Lord and me,

I cannot choose the colors

He worketh steadily

;

Sometimes he weaveth sorrow

And I, in foolish 'pride,

Forget he sees the upper

And I the underside.

"Not till the loom is silent

And the shuttles cease to fly,

Shall God unroll the canvass

And explain the reason why

;

The dark threads are as needful,

In the weaver's skillful hand,

As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern he has planned."

QUESTIONS

1. Is it worth while to sacrifice in order to do missionary work

in a land so little and so hard as Palestine?

2. Is the glory of Jerusalem a thing of the past ?

3. To whom does God give the credit for the triumphs of the

gospel? To missionaries? To those who pray for the

work ? To those who support the work with mone} ?








