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MARRIAGES OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

A Statistical Study

BY

LEONARD BLOOM, RUTH RIEMER, AND CAROL CREEDON

This paper is designed to supply an analysis of statistical materials

pertaining to Japanese-American marriages preceding and immediately
following the outbreak of war. 1 It is one part of a long-term study of

the adjustment of the Japanese-American family to relocation. 2

Methods and sources.—The chief indices employed here are number of

marriages, crude age, age differentials, and nativity of partners.

Our sample is restricted to Los Angeles County, but interpretation

based on it may be regarded as significant for the entire Japanese-

American population of the four Western States. The County's Japanese-

American population in 1940 was 36,866 or 29 per cent of the national

total. Its characteristics with respect to age, sex, and nativity were
highly representative of the four Western States, which embraced 89

per cent of the national total.

The data for the study were derived from a 100 per cent sample of

marriage licenses filed in Los Angeles County by persons of Japanese
ancestry for the periods May 1937 to December 1938 and January 1941

to October 1942. Particularly close analysis was made of the periods

May 1937 to April 1938 and May 1941 to April 1942. December 1941

through April 1942 covers the interval from the outbreak of war with

Japan to the virtual completion of the evacuation to assembly centers of

the Japanese-Americans of Los Angeles County. With this period is

contrasted the seven-month period preceding, April through November
1941. As a control year, 1937-1938 was selected because it was considered

«

1 We are indebted to Professor Paul G. Hoel of the Department of Mathematics,
University of California, Los Angeles, for a critical reading and for assuring us that
certain further statistical manipulations were unnecessary. The graphs are by
Robert Creedon. For financial assistance we are grateful to the Committee on
Research of the Academic Senate of the University of California.

2 Papers published to date are: Leonard Bloom, "Familial Problems and the
Japanese Removal," Proceedings of the Pacific Sociological Society, 1942, Research
Studies, State College of Washington, XI (1943), 21-26; "Familial Adjustments of
Japanese-Americans to Relocation: First Phase," American Sociological Review,
Vol. VIII, No. 5 (October, 1943), pp. 551-560; "Prisonization and the WRA
Camps," Proceedings of the Pacific Sociological Society, 1943, Research Studies,
State College of Washington, XII (1944), 29-34.

[1]
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TABLE 1

Makhiages op Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County

Number of Japanese-American marriages
in Los Angeles County

Month and half month
By months By half months

Viol laoo 10,41 10,19 KioT moo 1941-1942

(1) (2) (3) (4)

iy OA

1 111 1 o

16-31 8 18
K.A04

1-15 8 33

16-30 1 Q16

July 17 OA

1-15 y 10

16-31 oo 14
1 AID QCiou

1-15 y 9

16-31 /
oi

Q161 90.

ID Q

16-30 10 20
OA QO

1-15 QO 1 Q
ICS

16-31 110 1 O12
OK An4U

1-15 oo . 19
1 71/

17If 9Q

19.lo

4 10

ll 42

6 11

16-31 5 31

25 67

1-15 8 41

16-28 17 26

March 24 103

1-15 8 32

16-31 16 71

19 85

1-15 12 54

16-30 7 31

Total 249 562 249 562

Tabulations from the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Los Angeles.
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early enough to be free from wartime influences. The assumption that

it might be recent enough to eliminate factors associated with a changing

age structure, so far as they pertain to marriage, was found to be

erroneous. Age breakdowns of previously unavailable census data showed
that the maturing of the second-generation age segment would affect the

number of marriages even if all other conditions remained constant. 3

Number of marriages.—The impact of war upon the population is

reflected in the larger number of Japanese-American marriages which

took place from December 1941 through April 1942. The period May
1941 to April 1942 shows a consistent increase over the control period

of May 1937 to April 1938 (see table 1, columns 1-4). The total number
of marriages for 1941-1942 was more than twice as large as that for

1937-1938, or 562 as compared with 249.

Graphical representation of these data, broken down into half-month

intervals, is presented in figure 1. Note the statistically significant in-

crease in mean number of marriages per half month from 10.4 in 1937-

1938 to 23.4 in 1941-1942 (D/o-D = 4.2).

Comparison of the five months December 1941 through April 1942

with the same period in 1937-1938 dramatizes the effects of war on
marriage incidence. The mean number of marriages per month for May-
November 1937 is 21.9 as contrasted with 33.9 for 1941. For the Decem-
ber 1937-April 1938 interval the monthly mean is 19.2, and for the

corresponding 1941-1942 period 65.0. Table 2 and figure 2 give a more
detailed analysis by weeks. Included in figure 2 is the curve for part of

the same period in 1941 which converges closely enough with the control

period of 1937-1938 to justify our use of the latter as a basis for all

subsequent comparisons. Correlation between the 1937-1938 and 1941-

1942 distributions was not attempted because of the small number of

cases and intervals. Here, as in figure 1, the difference between the means
is significant (D/aD = 4.6). Analysis by weeks demonstrates that the

declivities between peaks in the five months after December 7 (see figs.

1 and 4) are due to accidents of the calendar.

Of interest is the sharp drop in the second half of December 1941

(see fig. 1). This may be due in part to the precedence of Christmas

preparations over marriage, which would also account for a similar drop

in the same period in 1937. The 1937 drop is somewhat sharper than it

would otherwise be, perhaps because of the introduction of a premari-

tal examination law. The notion which had been entertained that the
s For making available the detailed breakdown of 1940 Census figures on Jap-

anese-Americans we are indebted to the Statistical Division of the Wartime Civil
Control Administration and its director Calvert Dedrick.



Half-month periods

Fig. 1. Number of marriages of Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County, by half months.
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reduction of Japanese-American marriages after Pearl Harbor was a with-

drawal phenomenon4
is therefore not statistically defensible. From Jan-

uary 1942 the curve sharply ascends, reaching a peak at the end of March

TABLE 2

Number of Marriages op Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County,
by Weeks

Week 1937-1938 1941 1941-1942

Dec. 1-6 3 4

7-13 7 8

14-20 5 11

21-27 2 3

28-Jan. 3 2 2

Jan. 4-10 2 1 6

11-17 2 8 8

18-24 2 2 9

25-31 3 3 19

Feb. 1-7 5 2 19

8-14 3 1 14

15-21 8 8 14

22-28 9 7 20

Mar. 1-7 3 7 14

8-14 5 6 12

15-21 5 14 25

22-28 9 5 24

29-Apr. 4 6 4 44

Apr. 5-11 6 3 30

12-18 2 1 11

19-25 1 8 18

26-May 2 9 7 14

May 3-9 1 8 7

10-16 6 7 0

Total 106 336

Tabulations from the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Los Angeles.

when the entire Japanese-American population was faced by the im-

pending evacuation and relocation.

There are at least two factors for which allowance must be made before

these diverging curves (fig. 1) can be properly evaluated. The first of

these is the possible operation in 1941-1942 of temporal fluctuations,

such as the usual high incidence of marriages in June which is character-

istic of our culture and affects; as well, the Nisei (second generation)

4 Bloom, "Familial Problems and the Japanese Removal," p. 23.



Weeks

Fig. 2. Number of marriages of Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County, by weeks.
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elements. Presumably the 1937-1938 curve has no such pronounced peak

because of the relatively greater proportion of Issei (first generation)

persons involved. More difficult to interpret, however, are the three

sudden drops and peaks of different extension occurring in both Decem-
ber 1937-April 1938 and December 1941-April 1942. These peaks and
declivities, if other than chance, suggest a compression in the 1941-1942

series of the same time patterns manifest in 1937-1938. Deviations in

units of <j from the mean for the points in question are presented in figure

1. This measure is not too helpful, however, owing to the greater varia-

bility of the December-April segment of the 1941-1942 curve. The peak
in March 1942 contributes so heavily to the large value of a that the

December 1941 declivity and the February 1942 peak have lesser a

values than the corresponding points in 1937-1938. Reducing the meas-

ure of absolute dispersion (<r) to a measure of relative dispersion

(ff/M X 100), we find that the 1937-1938 curve and the May-November
segment of the 1941-1942 curve have approximately the same coeffi-

cients of variability (38 and 37, respectively), and therefore the mean
(16.93) and <r (6.29) of the May-November 1941 segment may be reason-

ably extended to the rest of that year. The points in question then have

the following values : December 1941, —1.10 <r; February 1942, +3.83 a;

March 1942, +8.60 a. This points up the abnormally high incidence of

marriage between January and March 1942. It would be interesting to

examine the marriage figures for Japan with a view to discovering the

extent to which culturally determined temporal fluctuations may survive

in the Japanese-American community. We are inclined to believe that

such determinants of Japanese origin are swamped by the myriad of

economic, political, and age factors which shape our own marriage trends.

The second source of difficulty encountered in any direct comparison

of 1937-1938 marriages with those of 1941-1942 is the change in the age

structure of the population which would affect the incidence of marriage.

Unfortunately we were unable to construct a population pyramid for the

periods analyzed. By interpolating from the population pyramid for

1940 (fig. 3) we can see that a considerable number moved into the 20-24

year age group between 1937-1938 and 1941-1942, which contributes to

the divergence of the curves. The change in age composition is not such,

however, as to account for the more than doubled number of marriages

for the 1941-1942 period, as will be noted from the characteristics of the

distribution presented in figure 1

.

The question now arises: to what extent is the increase in Japanese-

American marriages between the declaration of war and subsequent relo-

cation a function of the total crisis situation involving the Caucasian
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population as well, and to what extent are the Japanese-Americans

reacting to stresses affecting them as members of the Japanese-American

group?& ^ TABLE 3

Mabbiages in Los Angeles County, bt Half Months

Half month

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-30.

1-15.

16-31

.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-30.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-30.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-28.

1-15.

16-31.

1-15.

16-30.

Total 24,217

Total number of marriages
in Los Angeles County

1937-

(1)

814

845

1545

1630

1322

1004

959

1408

1335

1052

915

1047

1003

1153

824

1026

946

787

709

707

860

758

673

895

1938

(2)

756

867

1322

1543

1244

864

1004

1207

1171

1041

939

951

917

1145

781

1090

(3)

793

628

610

754

594

649

711

880

1941-1942

(4)

679

771

1202

1325

1447

957

939

991

1179

956

860

863

733

926

554

1189

1101

1041

1060

1292

814

1074

1255

1018

24,226

Japanese-American
marriages,

per cent of total

1937-1938

(5)

1.30

0.95

0.52

0.80

0.68

0.80

0.94

0.50

1.20

1.43

0.88

1.53

0.80

1.47

1.58

0.39

0.63

0.64

1.13

2.40

0.93

2.11

1.78

0.78

1941-1942

(6)

1.77

2.34

2.74

1.58

0.69

1.46

0.96

2.12

0.76

2.47

2.47

1.39

2.59

2.26

3.25

0.84

00

01

93

61

30

05

Tabulations in columns 1-4 are from the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Los Angeles. Fig-
ures in columns 5 and 6 are computed from columns 3 and 4 of table 1.

Figure 4 (based on the data from table 3, cols. 1-4) presents the distri-

bution of all marriages for the County of Los Angeles for the years 1937-

1938 and 1941-1942. Curves for parts of 1938 and 1941 are also presented

as a further check on the use of 1937-1938 as the control year. Japanese-

American marriages for these periods constitute so small a proportion of

total County marriages (see table 3) that it was not believed necessary

to refine them out.
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We find a drop in the first two weeks of December, this time greater in

1941-1942 than in 1937-1938. This contrast with the Japanese-American
group (see fig. 1) is not hard to interpret. With the factor of approaching
Christmas the same for both periods, we assume that the declaration of

war was the relevant variable, and that it was a more immediately
effective brake on the marriage rate for the Caucasian population than
for the Japanese-Americans. The inference is that the adjustment of the

Japanese-Americans took the form of completing weddings already-

scheduled. Longer preparation and more elaborate ceremonies would
retard their response to the declaration of war. Although sharing the

crisis with the Caucasian population, Japanese-Americans responded to

the situation in a manner peculiar to their group position and subcultural

characteristics.

Data on marriages taking place at assembly centers in Los Angeles
County after May 1942 will be presented below.

Age factors.—It might be supposed that the sharp increase in the num-
ber of marriages subsequent to the outbreak of war and attendant upon
the evacuation represented in good part hasty unions of very young
persons, but our figures do not bear this out.

Table 4 shows a barely significant decrease in the mean age of all males
between 1937-1938 and 1941-1942 (D/<rD = 1.7), and for all females

a clearly significant increase (D/<rD =3.5).

The number of marriages in which one or both partners were 36 years

of age or older increased from 30 in 1937-1938 to 66 in 1941-1942, and of

these latter 46 took place between December 1941 and April 1942. These
numbers represent 12.1 per cent of the total number of marriages in

1937-1938, 8.5 per cent of the total number April to November 1941,

and 14.4 per cent of the total number December 1941 to April 1942. From
the population's age structure one would have expected the proportion

to continue to decline. To clarify the movement of the mean age of the

younger segment the group 36 years of age and older was analyzed

separately.

The break at age 35 is logical in terms of the characteristics of the

population pyramid (see fig. 3) and our age-nativity findings for Jap-
anese-American marriages. The group 36 years of age and older consists

almost entirely of Issei (first generation) ; the group 35 years of age and
younger is predominantly Nisei (second generation). It should, however,

be noted that, in 1937-1938, 27 per cent of the males 35 years of age or

younger were Issei.

Table 4 indicates that the mean age at time of marriage for males 35
years of age or younger significantly declined 1.4 years between 1937-
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1938 and 1941-1942 (D/<rD = 4.5). For females we find a rise in mean
age between 1937-1938 and 1941-1942 of 0.8 years, also a significant

difference (D/<7D = 3.3). In other words, males married younger and

females married older on the average in 1941-1942 than in 1937-1938.

Differences in mean ages between the seven months preceding and the

five months following the outbreak of war lack significance for females

(difference 0.1 year, D/cd = 0.4). For males the difference was a decline

of 0.5 year (D/<td = 1.6), which, while less than formal significance,

TABLE 4

Age at Time of Mabkiage

Re

1937-1938 1941--1942 May-Nov. 1941
Dee. 1941-
Apr. 1942

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

All marriages:

Number 249 249 562 562 237 237 325 325

Mean age 29.3 22.4 28.5 23.9 27.8 23.4 29.0 24.4

5.79 4.64 7.19 6.03 5.30 4.10 8.28 7.20

"m .36 .34 .30 .25 .34 .27 .46 .40

Persons 35 years of age or

younger:

Number 221 240 496 529 217 231 279 298

27.8 21.8 26.4 22.6 26.7 22.6 26.2 22.5

3.99 3.16 3.39 2.89 3.27 2.70 3.45 2.99

"w. .27 .20 .15 .13 .22 .18 .23 .17

may suggest a continuation of the trend which seems to have been

established before the outbreak of the war.

There is no evidence that the war or evacuation precipitated hasty

marriages of very young persons. In 1937-1938, 5 females and 1 male

married when less than 18 and 21 years, respectively, thus requiring

parental consent under California law. In the seven months preceding

the outbreak of war, 1 female and 2 males needed parental consent for

their marriages. In the five months after the outbreak of war, 4 females

under 18 years of age and 12 males under 21 married. Some of the 12

males may have married hastily without parental consent, but there is

no clear evidence of this and it is culturally improbable. The absence of

clustering about the age of consent suggests that there was no wholesale

falsifying of ages. We conclude that the increase in the number of mar-

riages immediately before and during evacuation represents marriages

of Nisei within the normal age group.
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Consistent with the decline in mean age of males and the rise in mean
age of females is a smaller age differential for 1941-1942. For marriages

in which both partners were 35 years of age or younger the mean age

differential was 6.5 years in 1937-1938 and 4.3 years in 1941-1942, a

clearly significant difference of 2.2 years (D/o-D = 7.5). Between May-
November 1941 and December 1941-April 1942 the age differential de-

clined from 4.45 years to 4.19 years, but this difference of 0.26 years may
be due to chance (D/or> = 0.93).

For marriages in which one or both partners were 36 years of age or

older the mean age differential in 1937-1938 was 9.97 years and in 1941-

1942 it was 9.64 years, an insignificant difference (D/od = 0.34).

Between the seven months preceding and the five months following the

outbreak of war the difference in mean age differentials for this group was

only 0.02 years. We find, then, that although the number of marriages

in the old-age group decreased between 1937-1938 and May-November
1941 and increased after the outbreak of war, the difference in age

between husband and wife remained stable.

Inspection reveals that the mean age differential of the group 35 years

of age and younger is significantly different from that of the group 36

years of age and older (a difference of 3.5 years in 1937-1938 and 5.3

years in 1941-1942). This is a general population phenomenon, since

older men can choose younger wives from a wider range of ages and since

a difference of ten years in age means less as persons advance in years. In

the case of the Japanese-Americans it also reflects the distorted sex ratio

in the older, predominantly Issei group. This is supported also by the

fact that in the younger group in 1937-1938, when the mean age differ-

ential was 6.5 years, 27 per cent of the males were Issei; in 1941-1942,

when the mean age differential was 4.3 years, 6 per cent of the males

were Issei. We shall refer to this point in the discussion of increasing

homogamy of marriages according to age groups and nativity.

Homogamy of age and nativity.—We have already stated on the basis of

age differentials that the group in which both partners were 35 years of

age and younger became more homogamous in terms of age between

1937-1938 and 1941-1942, but we found no significant increase in age

homogamy in this group between the seven months preceding and the

five months following the outbreak of war. In the group in which one or

both partners were 36 years of age or older we found no difference in the

mean age differentials between 1937-1938 and 1941-1942.

With the aging of alien females (see fig. 3) the tendency will be for

both partners to belong to the older group. The yearly figures confirm

this, since of 30 marriages in 1937-1938 in which one or both partners
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were 36 years of age or older 9 (30 per cent) were homogamous, that is,

both partners were in the older group, and in 1941-1942, of 66 such
marriages, 33 (50 per cent) were homogamous in this respect. Closer

analysis shows this to be more clearly a post-December 7 phenomenon
than a general tendency due to the population-age composition. In the

seven months preceding the outbreak of war there were 30 marriages in

TABLE 5

Nativity of Marriage Partners

Nativity

1937-1038 1941-1942 May-Nov. 1941
Deo. 1941-
Apr. 1942

Number of marriages

157 457 192 265
One citizen:

Male citizen, female alien. . 4 9 4 5

Female citizen, male alien. 71 59 33 26

17 33 6 27

Total 249 558 235 323

Percentages

63.1 82.0 81.7 82.1
One citizen:

Male citizen, female alien.

.

1.6 1.6 1.7 1.5

Female citizen, male alien. 28.5 10.5 14.0 8.0

Both aliens 6.8 5.9 2.6 8.4

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

which one or both partners were 36 years of age or older, and of these

only 6 (30 per cent) were homogamous in respect to age group, a per-

centage exactly the same as in 1937-1938. In the five months after the

outbreak of war, of 46 such marriages 27 (59 per cent) were homogamous
in respect to age group. This increased percentage must be interpreted

as a function of the greater number of marriages of elderly persons and is

discussed in more detail in the analysis of the older group.

For purposes of contrast, the figures for marriages heterogamous in

respect to age group; that is, marriage between a person 35 years of age

or younger and a person 36 years of age or older, are presented. In 1937-

1938 there were 21 such marriages, or 8.4 per cent of the total number of

marriages, and in 1941-1942 there were 33 or 5.9 per cent of the total
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number. The percentages for May-November 1941 and December 1941-

April 1942 were the same, namely, 5.9 per cent.

In accordance with the usual practice, Japanese are classified as citi-

zens or aliens on the basis of place of birth, and Hawaiian-born Japanese

are classed as native-born in table 5. As a matter of fact, a breakdown of

marriages involving Hawaiian-Japanese indicates a close correspondence

in nativity-marriage patterns with the mainland group and validates

this classification.

Most noticeable in table 5 is the fact that most of the marriages in

1941-1942 (82 per cent) were between citizens, as compared with only

63 per cent in 1937-1938. This is to be explained primarily by the matur-

ing of the Nisei age segment, and secondarily by an equalization of the

sex ratio attendant upon the increase of the second generation in pro-

portion to the total population. Unfortunately these factors cannot be

quantitatively expressed because the available data are not sufficiently

refined. Other factors operating to widen the generational split since the

war tensions developed cannot be isolated by these techniques. Note,

however, that the proportion of marriages in which both partners were

citizens was not materially affected by events following December 7.

(See table 5.)

Since the Issei comprise most of the older group, we find marriages in

which both partners were aliens occurring with approximately the same
frequency as marriages in which both partners were 36 years of age or

older. In 1937-1938 there were 17 marriages in which both partners were

aliens, 6.8 per cent of the total number of marriages, as compared with

9 marriages, or 3.6 per cent of the total number, in which both partners

were 36 years of age or older. As late as 1937-1938 many Issei were still

35 years of age or younger. In 1941-1942 there were 33 marriages, or 5.9

per cent of the total number, in which both partners were aliens, the

same figure as for marriages in which both partners were 36 years of age

or older. And these 33 marriages were divided in exactly the same way
between the seven months preceding and the five months following the

outbreak of war: 6 marriages, or 2.6 per cent of the total number, between

May and November 1941, and 27 marriages, or 8.4 per cent of the total

number, between December 1941 and April 1942. The surprising number
of homogamous matings of elderly aliens which took place between

December 1941 and April 1942 is attributable to the war situation and
the evacuation program. (Specific causal factors are suggested in the

discussion of co-residence within the older group.)

Coupled with the increase in the proportion of marriages in which both

partners were citizens was a decrease in the number of marriages involv-
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ing aliens : 92, or 36.9 per cent of the total number in 1937-1938, and 101,

or 18.0 per cent of the total number in 1941-1942. Of these marriages in

which one or both members were aliens, the following proportions were

homogamous in respect to nativity, that is, both partners were aliens:

18.5 per cent in 1937-1938 and 32.7 per cent in 1941-1942. The higher

percentage in 1941-1942 was due to the disproportionate number of

marriages of aliens in the older group in the five-month period after the

outbreak of war. Of the 43 marriages involving aliens in May to Novem-
ber 1941, 14.0 per cent were homogamous with respect to nativity; but

of 58 such marriages in December 1941 to April 1942, 46.6 per cent were

homogamous.

The figures for marriages heterogamous with respect to nativity show

a decline. In 1937-1938 there were 75 marriages between citizens and

aliens, or 30.1 per cent of the total number of marriages. In 1941-1942

there were 68 such marriages, or 12.2 per cent of the total. Of these latter,

in the seven months preceding the outbreak of war there were 37, or 15.7

per cent of the total for that period, and in the five-month period follow-

ing there were 31, or 9.5 per cent of the total for that period.

The nativity of the male in these heterogamous marriages illustrates

how the sex ratio between aliens (158 males to 100 females) forces alien

males to seek wives among the Nisei. In 1937-1938, in 71 of the 75 cases

(95 per cent) the male was alien; in 1941-1942, in 59 of the 68 cases (87

per cent) the male was alien. A breakdown of the data for 1941-1942

shows that in 33 out of 37 cases (89 per cent) in May to November 1941

and in 26 out of 31, cases (84 per cent) in December 1941 to April 1942

the male was alien.

Whether these marriages which are heterogamous with respect to

nativity are correspondingly heterogamous in terms of cultures repre-

sented is a provocative question, but one which we have no way of

answering from marriage license data alone. We might expect, however,

that the proportion of Kibei (United States citizens of Japanese ances-

try who were sent back to Japan for education or lengthy visits) among
the citizen females was high, and (or) that some of the males entered the

United States at an early age and hence were culturally closer to

the Nisei than to the Issei.

From such evidence as we have we conclude that homogamy with

respect to nativity increased markedly between 1937-1938 and 1941-

1942, and within the group involving aliens it increased also between the

seven-month period preceding and the five-month period following

the outbreak of war. How much of this increased homogamy is due

to the permissive factor of the Nisei's coming of age and how much to
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wartime factors accentuating the generational split between Issei and
Nisei we cannot say.

Analysis of the older group.—As indicated above, in the five months
after the outbreak of the war the number of marriages in the older

group increased disproportionately to the total number of marriages. In

1937-1938 there were 30 marriages in which one or both partners were

36 years of age or older (12.1 per cent of the total number of marriages)

;

in May to November 1941 there were 20 such marriages (8.5 per cent of

the total number) ; and in December 1941 to April 1942 there were 46

such marriages (14.4 per cent of the total). Corresponding figures for

marriages in which one or both partners were 40 years of age or older

point up this increase. In 1937-1938 there were 10 such marriages (4.0

per cent of the total number) ; in May to November there were 9 such

marriages (3.8 per cent of the total) ; and in the period December 1941-

April 1942 there were 37 such marriages (11.7 per cent of the total).

Co-residence occurred chiefly within the older group and had a higher

incidence in the post-December 7 period. Of 30 marriages in the group

36 years of age or older in 1937-1938, there were 7 for which both part-

ners gave the same address on the marriage license; in May to November
1941 there were 5 such cases of co-residence among 20 couples in the older

group; and in December 1941 to April 1942 there were 24 cases among 46

couples in the older group (23 of these cases were among 37 couples of

which one partner was 40 years of age or older). Co-residence at time of

license issuance may indicate the couple were living in a rooming house

or hotel (a relatively high proportion of the Japanese-Americans in Los

Angeles lived in multiple unit dwellings), or it may indicate a misunder-

standing with respect to the information requested (i.e., these older

people might have thought the form was asking for their proposed

address after marriage). From the increase after the outbreak of war it

appears that some cases represent efforts to legalize common-law mar-

riages so that evacuation would not cause separation. It is also possible

that some elderly persons feared that the validity of their Japanese mar-

riage would not be recognized.

Time lapse.—Ordinarily there are no more than a few days between

the issuance of a marriage license and the performance of the marriage

ceremony. In 1937-1938 there were 12 cases in which the time lapse was

2 months or more, the mean being 6.3 months and the longest time lapse

being 1 year. Seven cases in May to November 1941 had a mean of 9.2

months, the longest time lapse being 3 years and 5 months. In December
1941 to April 1942 there were 10 cases with a mean of 41.1 months. We
can only speculate concerning the specific causal factors operating here

:
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why these couples kept their marriage licenses stored so long, and why
the war precipitated their use. Of the 10 licenses used in the 5 months
after December 7, 3 were used in the first week after the declaration of

war, all 3 for marriages between young females (25, 27, 27 years) and

middle-aged males (40, 41, 42 years), and all 3 representing time lapses

of more than 43^ years. Of the remaining 7 licenses used in this period, 2

were for marriages within the older group (52 and 44, 59 and 44 years)

;

the other 5 marriages clustered about the mean ages of marriage for the

whole group.

Religion.—Although no detailed statistical analysis has as yet been

made, a few observations on the type of marriage ceremony performed

may be in order. The Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County pre-

ferred religious ceremonies. In general the 1937-1938 marriages had a

larger proportion of Shinto and Buddhist ceremonies than did the 1941-

1942 marriages. Presumably this may be attributed to the larger propor-

tion of Issei marriages. A wide variety of Christian churches were

represented, among them Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, Union or

Community, and the Roman Catholic Church. For the most part the

ministers performing the ceremonies were of Japanese ancestry.

What we are most concerned with here is how the religious pattern of

marriage was affected by the outbreak of war and by evacuation. The
type of ceremony reported on the licenses is no index of the real prefer-

ence of the couple marrying after December 7, 1941, since most Shinto

and some Buddhist priests were interned in the first round-ups of enemy
aliens. Also, some Buddhist and Christian ministers were evacuated with

the early volunteers. In spite of the shortage of Japanese-American

ministers in the last months, however, marriage ceremonies were pre-

dominantly religious.

Divorces.—Unfortunately a statistical study of divorce among the

Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County proved impossible. Race or

color is not one of the items appearing on divorce records, and the only

way to isolate divorces of Japanese-Americans from all divorces is to

recognize the names. In most cases this is easy, but some one-syllable

and two-syllable names cannot be distinguished with certainty. Further-

more, this method would miss Japanese-American females with Occi-

dental first names who filed for divorce from males of other races. Granted

that such names would rarely occur in the records, a mistake in even one

such name would mean a considerable percentage of error since the total

number of Japanese-American divorces is so small.

Certain statements based on the evidence available can, however, be

made. The total number of divorce actions filed by Japanese-Americans,



Bloom et al.: Japanese-American Marriages 19

as determined by identifying the name as Japanese, was 44 in 1937-1938

and 43 in 1941-1942. Note from table 6, however, the few actions filed in

January and February and the concentration in March 1942. Of the

actions filed in 1937-1938, divorces or annulments by default of the

defendant were granted in 28 cases; in 1941-1942, in 31 cases. The rest

of the cases were incomplete, off the court calendar, dismissed by the

plaintiff, contested, or denied. Cases contested in 1937-1938 numbered 3;

in 1941-1942 there were 2. Only one divorce was denied in 1937-1938, and

TABLE 6

Annulment and Divorce Actions Filed

May 2 2

3 2

July 3 3

2 5

4 2

7 3

3 5

7 4

5 2

3 1

March 3 10

2 4

Total 44 43

Number granted by default 28 31

it was granted on a new action four days later; no divorces were denied

in 1941-1942. Of the 10 suits filed in March 1942, 9 were granted by
default (one the day after filing and another within two days), and 1

had no further entry, indicating that the couple had perhaps been evac-

uated before the case came to trial.

There is some evidence that intermarriages were dissolved by divorce

after December 7. In December 1941 a male with a Chinese name won a

divorce by default from a female with a Japanese first name, and a male
with a Japanese name won a divorce by default from a female with

Spanish or Mexican given names. In March 1942 a Japanese male won
a divorce from a female with a Spanish or Mexican first name. If there

were other cases of this sort they were not evident from the names. It

should be noted that we do not propose this as a general interpretation
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and that we have evidence of intermarriages in which the ties were

apparently not at all loosened by the war situation.

Such evidence as we have points to an increased number of divorces

only during the period of actual evacuation, and to the precipitation by
the war or evacuation of a few divorces among interracial marriages.

What the effects of evacuation on the number of divorces would have

been if legal procedures had been immediately available in the assembly

and relocation centers is a matter for speculation only. The Japanese-

American lawyer at one center said he had several cases pending, but in

all of them the trouble had arisen long before evacuation. Perhaps the

crisis acted as a precipitating event. The survey of postevacuation di-

vorces must be deferred, but it promises to be an invaluable study.

Postevacuation marriages.—The cases are too few and the bases too

shifting to allow much statistical analysis of marriages which took place

in the assembly centers in Los Angeles County, but we present briefly the

information now available.

Beginning in April 1942, the Japanese-American population of Los

Angeles County was evacuated to assembly centers. The majority were

sent to the assembly centers at Santa Anita and Pomona, which lie

within the County. Pomona Assembly Center had about 10,000 Japa-

nese-Americans from April until August 1942, when they were gradually

relocated to Wyoming. Santa Anita filled up more slowly, starting in

April, reached a population of about 19,000, and then gradually declined

until it was closed in October. For a short time, marriages at Santa Anita

were deferred, but it is unlikely that this affected the total number of

marriages which took place there.

There were 11 marriages of Japanese-Americans in Los Angeles County
from May 1 to May 8 1942, these taking place before evacuation. One of

them was the marriage of a Negro male and a Japanese-American female.

Subsequently, until May 20 there were no marriages at all; then between

May 20 and the end of September there were 32 marriages, 5 at Pomona
Assembly Center and 27 at Santa Anita. The following are the figures for

these 32 marriages

:

Mean ages:

All males 28.44 years

Males 35 years of age or younger 26.25

All females 23.74

Females 35 years of age or younger 22.03

Mean age differentials:

All ages 5.72 years

Both partners 35 years of age or younger 3.88

One or both partners 36 years of age or older 12.00 (6 eases)
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Nativity:

Both citizens 26 eases

Both aliens 3 eases

Mixed 3 cases

(all alien males; 2 Japanese-American

females, 1 Filipino-American female)

For comparison with these figures a record of marriages which took

place at Manzanar was obtained. 6 Manzanar Relocation Center was the

first center established, receiving evacuees as early as March 1942, and

reaching a population of 10,000 by July. During the period April through

November 1942 there were 22 marriages at Manzanar.

Mean ages:

All males 28.10 years

Males 35 years of age or younger 25.65

All females 24.56

(data on 1 female is missing)

Females 35 years of age or younger 22.60

Mean age differentials:

All ages 4.71 years

Both partners 35 years of age or younger 4.55

Nativity:

Both citizens 17 cases

Both aliens 2 cases

(1 female from Canada; probably the miss-

ing female would make this 3 cases)

Mixed 2 cases

(1 male and 1 female are aliens)

General information from other assembly and relocation centers seems

to confirm these figures as typical. From these data we infer tentatively

that such marriages as took place in the assembly centers did not differ

particularly in terms of age, age differential, or nativity patterns from

those which took place during evacuation. The low number of marriages

during the period immediately after evacuation is explained partly as an

exhaustion of potential marriages by the intensified activity of the pre-

ceding period, and partly by the uncertainty of the future. There may
also be involved the development of transitional forms of age-sex group

cleavages at the centers which would obstruct the operation of institu-

tional adjustments. Immediately before the closing of the assembly

centers, and continuing after transfer to relocation centers, there is evi-

dence that the marriage incidence was increasing; but an analysis of this

will be deferred until a later study.

6 We are indebted to Charles K. Ferguson, Head, Adult Education, Manzanar
Relocation Center, for the data on marriages of Manzanar residents.
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Summary.—On the basis of a 100 per cent sample of marriage licenses

filed in Los Angeles County by Japanese-Americans during the period

May-April 1937-1938 (control years) and May-April 1941-1942, the
following trends were observed:

1. The number of Japanese-American marriages in the five months
following the declaration of war increased significantly as compared with
the control year of 1937-1938, as well as with the seven months preceding

the war. The coming of age of the Nisei was an important contributing

factor to the increase of 1941-1942 over the control year, but not suffi-

cient to account for it in the five months following December 7. Temporal
causes were of minor, if any, importance. Although sharing the crisis with
the Caucasian population, Japanese-Americans responded to the situa-

tion in a manner peculiar to their group position and subcultural charac-

teristics.

2. Japanese-American males married younger and females older in

1941-1942 than in 1937-1938. No evidence was found that the declara-

tion of war or evacuation precipitated hasty marriages of very young
persons. Age differentials of marriage partners in the group 35 years of

age and younger declined significantly in 1941-1942 as compared with
1937-1938.

3. A reliable increase in homogamy with respect to age of marriage

partners 35 years of age or younger in 1941-1942 became evident as

compared with 1937-1938. A significant increase in homogamy with re-

spect to nativity of marriage partners in 1941-1942 as compared with the

control year may be understood as a function of population age composi-
tion as well as of changes in the sex ratio in the direction of equalization.

4. A reliable increase in number of marriages in which both partners

were aliens belonging to the older age group was clearly precipitated by
the war situation after December 7, 1941. Some of these represented

legalization of common-law marriages.

5. A noticeable drop in number of Shinto and Buddhist ceremonies and
a rise in number of civil ceremonies following the outbreak of war is

partly explained by the larger number of Nisei marriages, by the early

internment of Shinto and Buddhist priests, and by the evacuation of

Japanese-American ministers.

6. Available evidence indicates an increase in the number of divorces

during the period of evacuation. Dissolving of some racial intermarriages

contributed to this increase.

7. A considerable number of postwar marriages were solemnized an
unusually long time after the issuing of the licenses.

8. The few marriages in assembly and relocation centers following



Bloom et al. : Japanese-American Marriages 23

evacuation did not differ significantly in age, age differential, or nativity

from those preceding evacuation.

9. These points indicate (a) a changing marriage pattern due to the

coming of age of the Nisei, namely, a shift to marriages more homoga-

mous with respect to age and nativity and emphasizing the generational

split, and (b) a definite intensification of the nativity trend and a possible

reinforcement of the age trend by wartime conditions. The outbreak of

war between the United States and Japan and the threat of evacuation

of persons of Japanese ancestry had a pronounced effect on the number

of marriages.












