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LECTURES
ON THE

PROPHECIES of ISAIAH

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

WE now 'enter upon the Second Part of thefe

Prophecies, in which furprifing, variegated,

and inftructive fcenes are prefented to view. The
future fortunes of the neighbouring nations to Ca-
naan, which were clofely connected with the affairs

of the people of God, are here faithfully delineated.

The fubject chiefly treated in the difcourfe before us,

is truly affecting. It exhibits a moving reprefenta-

tion of the awful judgments which the Almighty, in

the courfe of divine providence, would certainly exe-

cute upon the implacable adverfaries of his church.

Thefe predicted calamities, the refult of his wife coun-

fels, were to difplay before the world his confum-
maie righteoufnefs, and to promote the good of his

people, by delivering them from the oppreflion of

their wicked and malevolent enemies. Whilft the

contemplation of thefe terrible judgments which are

here defcribed, calls forth pity and commiferation to-

ward thofe againft whom they were denounced, it

lays a fttre foundation for the confidence, confolation,

and joy of thofe who have the Lord for their God,
Vol. II. A and



2 PRFLTMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

and who demean themfelves as the dutiful fubje&s of

his Son's kingdom.

The long difcourfe, which is comprehended in

this and the following chapters, on to the twenty-

third incluiive, may be divided into eight different

lections. The firft relates to the deduction of Ba-

bylon, chap. xiii.—ver. 28. of chap. xiv. -The

fecond predi&s the overthrow of the Philiitines, chap.

xiv. ver. 28.—32. The third treats of the defo-

late condition to which Moab was to be reduced,

chap. xv. and xvi. —The fourth reprefents^ the ca-

lamitous (late of the Syrians, the Ephraimites^the

Aflyrians, and the Egyptians, chap. xvii. and xviii.—

The fifth defcribes the defolation of Egypt, and its

return to the Lord, with the calamities which were

to be inflicted upon Ethiopia and the Arabians, chap*

xix. and xx. The fixth foretels the complete over-

throw of the Babylonian empire, with which are con-

nected the miferies which were to befal the Idumeans

and Arabians, chap. xxi. The feventh exhibits

the diftrerTes which were to be fent upon Judah and

Jerufalem. by means of Sennacherib, chap. xxii.

The eighth delineates the deftruciion of Tyre, chap,

xxiii.

Thefe predictions feem to be principally intended

to convey the following important inftrucYions, which

we ought to learn from them : 1. That the moil

powerful enemies of the people of God, who oppofe

their interefts, and opprefs their perfons, mall not

efcape the righteous judgments of Heaven, but mall

certainly pcrifh in their hoftile attempts againft the

church of God, and fooner or later (hall feel the

weight of divine vengeance. 2. That the God of all

comfort will never fail to adminifter confolation to

his opprefled, dejected fervants, when they are in dan-

gerous circumltances, and molt apt to be overwhelm-
ed with dread of their formidable enemies, and the

imminent dangers to which they are expofed.

And, 3. That in the deltruction of Babylon, and the

other
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other powers that were adverfe to Ifrael of old, men
might behold a ftriking representation of the unavoid-

able overthrow of all the nations on the earth, who
perfifl in virulent oppofition to the kingdom of our

Lord and his Chrift.

The prophecy which comes firft under considera-

tion, comprehended in this and the next chapter, on
to ver. 28. foretels the deuruclion of Babylon by the

Medes and Perfians. This great event was to be the

mean of delivering the Jews from the captivity in

which they had been long detained ; and having been

predicted probably about two hundred years before

its accomplifhment, the profpecl it afforded would
revive the dejected minds of the men of Judah with

the hope of releafe.-^—The prophecy opens with the

command of God, to gather together the forces which
he had appointed to this fervice, ver. 2. and 3.

Upon which the prophet immediately hears the tu-

multuous noife of the different nations crowding to-

gether to his ftandard ; he fees them advancing, pre-

pared to execute the divine vengeance, ver. 4. and 5.

—

He then proceeds to defcribe the dreadful confequences

with which this vifitation was to be accompanied,

ver. 6.— 11. Under a variety of the mo ft ftriking

images, the dreadful deilruclion of Babylon is next

fet forth, ver: 12.— 16. The chapter concludes

with a defcription of the everlafting defolation to

which that great city is doomed, yer. 1 7. to the end*

CHAP. XIII.

HPHE burden of Babylon, which Ifaiah the
*- fon of Amoz did fee.

The city of Babylon, famous for its antiquity and
grandeur, flood in a large plain, remarkable for its

rich and fertile foil, which lay along the banks of the

river
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river Euphrates. It was furrounded with walls,

which were eighty-feven Feet in thicknefs, three

hundred and fifty feet in height, and fixty miles in

length. Thefe mimenfe walls were built of large

bricks, cemented by a fort of glutinous pitch found

in that country. On the outfide of the walls a great

ditch was formed, which was lined with bricks, and

rilled with water. The walls were built in the form

oi a fquare, each fide of which was fifteen miles in

length, and had twenty-five gates, that were made
of folid brafs. At each of the four corners was a

tower, and betwen tw^Yy two gates were three towers,

railed about ten feet higher than the walls. Oppofite

to the twenty- five gates were tweiuy-ftve itreets, about

one hundred and fifty feet wide, which went in

ilraight lines to the gates on the other fide ; fo that

there were fifty itreets in the city, fifteen miles long,

croiling each other at right angles. Befides. there

were four ftreets next to the walls, about two hun-
dred feet broad. In this manner the city was divided

into fix hundred and feventy-fix fquares, each of

which was two miles and one quarter in circum-

ference ; on the fides of which Rood the houfes, of

three and four flories high, richly ornamented. In

the midft of the fundi fquares were gardens and
pleafure-grounds.

A branch of the great river Euphrates ran through
the city, from north to foujth. On each fide of the

river a wall was built, of the fame thicknefs with
thofe which encomparied the city ; in which, over
again fl every ftreet that led to the river, were gates

oi brafs ; from which a defcent, formed by fleps, went
down to the water, for the convenience of the inha-

bits. Over the river was built a bridge, a furlong
in length, and thirty feet wide, executed with won-
derful art; the arches of which were made of large

ftones, failened together with chains of iron and
melted lead. To prevent the injuries to which the

and country adjacent were expofed, from the in-

undations
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undations of the Euphrates, two artificial canals were

cut at fome diftance above the city, by which the courfe

of the waters was direcled into the Tigris ; and prodi-

gious banks were formed oil each fide the river, to keep

the waters in their channel. To facilitate the execu-

tion of thefe great works, it is faid that a very large ar-

tificial lake was dug, of forty miles fquare, and thirty-.

live feet deep, into which the waters of the liver were

turned, by means of a canal, until the whole entcr-

prife was finiihed.

At each end of the bridge was a magnificent palace,

the one of which had a communication with the other,

by means of a vault that was made under the channel

of the river. The palace, on the eaft, is faid to have

been three miles and three quarters in eampafs ; and

j
that on the weft, feven miles and a half: and both

were furrounded with three walls, at considerable

diftances. There were alfo in this city hanging

gardens, containing a fquare, meafuring four hun-

dred feet en each fide. They were made in form of

terraces, carried up as high as the walls of the city,

by means of arches built on the top of arches, and
encompaiTed by a wall of twenty-two feet in thick-

nefs. On the top of the arches were laid large (tones

:

thefe w7ere covered with reeds, mixed with bitumen,

upon which were laid bricks cemented with plaller

;

and above all thefe, thick meets of lead, on which was
laid the mould of the gardens, fo deep that the

largeft trees might grow there. In the upper terrace

was a pump, by which water was drawn up from the

river, to moiften the foil of the gardens. In the

arches were magnificent apartments, from which
were feen the moft beautiful profpecls.

The magnificent temple, which was built in the

form of a pyramid, flood near the palace ; and, at

the foundation, meafured half a mile in compafs.

The tower, on the top of it, was faid to be a furlong

in height ; on which was raifed an obfervatory, the

afcent to which was by flairs on the outfide, turned

in
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in the manner of a fpiral line. In this temple was

performed the worfhip of the gocl Belus or Baal, and
other deities. The riches it contained in ftatues,

tables, &c. were immenfe, reckoned by fome to have

amounted to twenty-one millions Sterling. Such were

the wonderful ftructures for which this great city was
« renowned, and by which it was richly ornamented.

Babylon was no lefs remarkable for annuity than

grandeur. The foundations of the city were laid by
Nimrod, the great grandfon of Noah, about a hun-

dred years a^rer the deluge. In after times, Semiramis,

that ht furpafs all who had preceded her in

enterprife and magnificence, and immorta^'ze her

name, employed two millions of men in building and
• rating this royal emporium of the Babylonifh

empire ; which inoreafed through various periods,

until it attained the fummit of its power and fplendor

in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. This is great Ba-

bylon, of which Iiaiah treats in the prophecy be-

fore us.

The burden. The root from which the word here
traniluted burden is derived, fignifies to lift up or to

hear ; and, by an eafy traniition, it is ufed to denote
the awful doom pronounced upon a perfon or people.

The prophecies containing denunciations of divine

judgments, which were to be inflicted upon various

nations as the juft punifhment of their wickednefs,
are called burdens in this and the following chapters.

Such was to be the intolerable weight of the predicted

calamities, that they were greatly to diftrefs and cruih
thofe on whom they were laid. So heavy and unfup-
portable are the eftecls of the divine difpleaiure, that

they are a burden by far too much for men to bear.

This truth was acknowledged by David, the fervant
of the Lord, in thefe words :

c Mine iniquities are

>ver mine head : as an heavy burden they are
c
too heavy for me V So great was the load of guilt

* Pfal. xxxvili. 4.

which
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which he had contracted, and fo dreadful the wrath

of God he deferved, that he apprehended it altoge-

ther intolerable. If the hand of God is thus heavy

on his people, when he chaflens them for their profit,

how dreadful mud be thofe terrible calamities where-

by he punifhes and confumes the wicked ! None
knoweth the power of God's anger, the awful effects

of which erufli into ruin the ftrongeft nations of the

earth, and prove a burden too heavy for them to fuf-

tain. So frequently was this expremon ufed by the

prophets of the Lord, that there were fome fcoffers

who, on that account, derided them with contempt,

wkh whom God was highly difplealed, and whom he

threatened, by the prophet Jeremiah, feverely to

punifh, in thefe words :
' And when this people, or

£ the prophet, or a prieft, fhalb afk thee, laying,
c What is the burden of the Lord ? thou (halt then
* fay unto them, What burden ? I will even forfake
c you, faith the Lord V—

—

This burden Jfaiab, the

Jon of Amo%, did fee. The calamities which he fore-

told were to be inflicted on Babylon were very

clearly revealed to him, probably by means of a

vifion, wherein he had a diltintt reprefentation

of the approaching divine judgments that mould
fpread defolation over that great city. This vifion

which he beheld, either with his bodily fight, or

with the eyes of his mind, was attended with fuch

fatisfying evidence, and convincing power, that he
could not entertain a doubt concerning the truth of

what he relates.

2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high moun-
tain, exalt the voice unto them, make the hand,
that they may go into the gates of the nobles.

The prophecy begins with the command of God,
to colled together the forces which he had appointed

* Jer. xxiii. 33. etfeq.

to
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to execute righteous judgments upon Babylon. To

the Lord of holts it belongeth to mufter the armies

of battle, and to give out his orders to,his fervants,

that they may Fulfil the purpofes which he hath form-

ed. The armies whom the Almighty was to employ,

as the mftrutnents of his vengeance againft Babylon,

were to be compofed of Medes and Perfians ; and to

them the orders, here delivered, may be confidered

as particularly addrerTed, though it is unneceiTary

Lioufly to inquire, who were the perfons by whom
command was given? In explaining prophetic

virions, it is of much more importance to attend to

the leading truths which were thereby illuftrated, and

the principal deigns for which they are recorded,

than to minute circumftances, which may be men-

tioned only to connect their feveral parts together.

—

The orders are thus expreffed, Lift ye up a banner

upon the high mountain. Three different figns have

been ufed to collect troops together with expedition,

for hoilile purpofes, all of which are required to be

made on this occafion. Well known confpicuous

(ignals, fuch as lifting up a banner or flandard on a

high hill, are firfl mentioned. Loud calls were to be
given to the foldiers, by fuch voices, and great founds,

a3 might be heard at a confiderahle diflance. Betides,

I >me fignificant geftures were to be likewife employ-
ed, fuch as making the hand, in order to convene
military people from all quarters, and to haften their

march to the arduous fervice of attacking Babylon.

—

The defign of all thefe fignals was, That they may go
into the gates of the nobles. That they might enter

into thole itrongly fortified gates, which feemed for

ever to exclude the approach of an enemy : that they
might enter thofe lplendid doors, by which the,

princes and nobles of Babylon went into their (lately

palaces. The words plainly intimate, that all the
rreatures are under the direction of divine Provi-
dence, who difpofes of them as he pleafes, and aflig'ns

them the various ierviccs which they are to perform.

They
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They ftrongly exprefs the fuccefs with which the

martial achievements of the forces, collected by the

above fignals, fhould be attended, through the re-

markable interpcfition of divine Providence, remov-
ing every impediment that might retard their pro-

grefs.

3 I have commanded ray fandHfied ones, I

have alfo called my miglity ones for mine anger,

even them that rejoice in my highnefs.

Thefe words defcribe the character of the people

whom the Almighty was to employ, in executing his

purpofes with refpect to Babylon.—*-/ have com-

manded my fanclifed ones. The perfons here intend-

ed, were not really and internally fan&ined, and
made holy ; but they were chofen and fet apart by
the Lord of holts, to perform the arduous fervice to

which they were called. In the flyle of fcripture,

people are fometimes faid to be fanctified, who are

feparated, by the providence of God, to any import-

ant work, by which the divine glory is illuftrioufly

difplayed. Thus, in the Prophecies of Zephaniah,

chap. i. 7. it is faid, ( The Lord hath fanctified, or
* prepared his gueHs.' In this fenfe the expreffion

mud be understood in the words before us. The
people are farther defcribed in the following claufe

of this verfe : / have alfo called my mighty onesfor mine

anger. The troops of Media and *Perfia, who are

here intended, were renowned for their valour and
flrength ; and, on thefe accounts, are celebrated by
thofe who have delineated their character, God calls

them his mighty ones, in as much as from him they

derived all their military fkill and prowefs, and fo

him they were indebted for the wonderful fuccefs

which accompanied their enterprises, particularly

againft Babylon. If they van-quiihed all oppoiition,

if they proved invincible in war, if their attempts

were crowned with victory, all this proceeded from
Vol. II. B the
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the Lord mighty in battle, who appointed them to be

the minifters of his wrath and vengeance. To com-

plete the defcription, it is added, Even them that re-

joice in my bighnefs. Jehovah is the Moil High over

all the earth, whofe fovereign dominion extendeth to

all perfons, to all times, arid to all places. He com-

mands and forbids, he rewards and punifb.es, he ex-

alts and depreffes, according to his pleafure. All

power and highnefs is in Qod, and derived from him,

and therefore ought men to rejoice. Though the

people fpoken of knew not the true God, who girded

them for war, who went before them, and brake in

pieces the gates of brafs, and the bars of iron, to give

them the treafures of darknefs
;

yet they exulted in

the undaunted fortitude with which he endowed

then\ and in the hazardous enterprifes to which he

appointed them, in the execution of which he en-

abled them to furmount all opposition.

Such are the outlines of the character of that

people, whom God commanded and called to exe-

cute his fierce anger, and to inflict his righteous

judgments upon Babylon. By this command and

call, we muft not fuppofe that he excited, in the

minds of the Medes and Perfians, the corrupt difpo-

fitions of pride, revenge, and luft of power, from

whence wars commonly originate, and by which con-

tending nations are generally actuated. In perfect

confiftency with the infinite purity of his divine na-

ture, God afligned them this fervice, in the courfe of

his providence: he fo over-ruled the counfels and de-

figns of thefe powerful kingdoms, as to accomplifh the

wife purpofes which he had in view. The greatefl

empires in the world are only the inftruments which
the Almighty is pleafed to employ, in executing the

plans which he hath formed. With perfect eafe, and
certain fuccefs, he could fulfil all his defigns with-

out their aid. He needeth not their help, nor doth
his work depend on their affiftance ; but he calls

them to his fervice, to fliew that he hath ufe for

them 3
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1

them, that he hath command over them, and can

render them fuccefsful in the moil hazardous enter-

prifes.

4 The noife of a multitude in the moun-

tains, like as of a great people : a tumultuous

ncife of the kingdoms of nations gathered to-

gether : the Lord of hofts muftereth the hoft of

the battle.

This verfe reprefents the prompt obedience which
fhould be given to the divine command, by the na-

tions to whom the call of God was directed. The
prophet immediately hears the tumultuous noife of

the feveral kingdoms to whom the Mod High had
iflued his orders, aflembling in vaft numbers, with

the utmoft expedition, to the ftandard which was to

be ere&ed for this purpofe. No lboner is the fignal

given, and the command delivered, than a great con-

fufed noife is fuddenly heard, of multitudes running

together, from different nations, to fight againfi Ba-

bylon. They were chiefly compofed of Medes and
Perfians, with many from among other nations, who
united with them in this bold attempt. Their appear-

ance was like that of a great people, convened from all

quarters, forming a very numerous and formidable

army, prepared to furmount every difficulty that

might lie in their way. To this fhort account of the

aflembling of the people, the prophet fubjoins this

noble fentiment

:

The Lord of hofts muftereth the armies of battle*

Thefe words beautifully exprefs the majefty and do-

minion of Jehovah, who prefides over the armies, of

heaven and earth, and employs them to execute his

pleafure. The hods which he muitereth for battle,

are innumerable and invincible. The armies of

earthly princes are intended to protect their perfons,

to defend their kingdoms from their enemies, and to

aflift their friends and allies. From them they derive,

their
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their importance, to them they are indebted for their

fafety, and by them the plans which they have formed

are carried into execution. The Lord of hofls is the

ftrength and defence of all the vaft armies which he

loys in his fcrvice. There is no numbering of his

hods. Thou fan ds of thoufands, and ten thoufand

times ten thouiuii d of angels, who excel in ftrength,

hearken continually to the voice of his word, and
obey his commands. The fun, the moon, and the

liars of heaven, and all the creatures upon earth, from
man down to the lowed infect and meaneft worm, are

the hods of Jehovah. All thefe armies he muftereth :

they are thoroughly trained and difciplined by him,
who knoweth their number and their names, who
hath appointed to each the particular ftation which
he holds, who hath exactly marked out the order

which they mud obferve, who hath aiTigned to them
the work that they ought to perform, and given them
commiflion in virtue of which they are to act. He
hath abfolute power to command, and they are under
indifpenfable obligations to obey, with the utmoft ala-

crity, whatsoever he requires. This consideration,

which ought to ftrike terror into the enemies of this

mighty Lord, mould revive and comfort the hearts

of his people ; who are taught to adopt this triumph-
ant challenge, c

If God be for us, who can be againft
us*.'

5 They come from a far country, from the
end of heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons,
of his indignation, to deftroy the whole land.

The people, who were called to be the execu-
tioners of divine wrath upon Babylon, were to come
from a very diftant land, which is defcribed as fituated

ard the extremity of heaven. They mould take
march from the mountains of Media, Perfia,

* Rom. viii. 31,

and
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and Armenia, which, in fcripture-ftyle, lay far from
Babylon, agsinft which their expedition was intend.

ed ; and from Judea, where our prophet was favoured

with this vifion, and delivered this prophecy. Nor
were the people fpoken of, to come by themfelves

alone: the Lord, who ufed them as weapons of his

indignation, was to go with them, that, by the ope-

rations and difpofitions of his providence, he might
render their way profperous. In executing his righ-

teous judgments upon this ftrong city, he would em-
ploy them to deftroy the whole country that fur-

rounded it, and to overturn the great empire of

which it was the metropolis. Cities however
great, princes however powerful, (hall not efcape the

indignation of God incurred by their fins. Babylon
was a very great and ftrong city ; and, to human
view, it feemed impregnable : but it was a bloody
city, full of cruelty, pride, and oppreftion ; and, by
its multiplied tranfgreiTions, brought unavoidable de-

ftruction upon itfelf, and the whole land. The over-

throw of this city ought to convince us of the ex-

treme danger of perfifting in fin, which expofes to

the greateft calamities, and the abfolute neceility of

returning to God, that iniquity prove not our ruin.

6 % Howl ye, for the day of the Lord // at

hand ; it (hall come as a deftru&ion from the

Almighty.

Thefe words, which feem to have been addrefTed to the

inhabitants of Babylon, warned them of approaching

calamities. Clearly foreseeing the imminent danger

to which they flood expofed, the prophet called upon
them to howl, in the profpect of the terrible deftruc-

tion with which they were to be vifited, as the juft

punifhment of their crimes. To howl, is to mourn
and cry ; to make a doleful noife, like the beafts of
the field, when they are pinched with hunger, or naf-

fer extreme mifery. In allufion to this well-known

cuftom
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cuftom of animals in diftrefs, the people of this great

city, whofe overthrow was fafi drawing on, are in-

vited to weep and howl, as a proper exprefiion of

grief and forrow, in the view of that dreadful defola-

tion which was at no great diftance,—The reaibn

is fubjoined

:

For the day of the Lord is at hand. This expreiTion

frequently occurs in the prophetic writings ; and de-

notes, that the particular feafon was approaching,

wherein God had determined to avenge the iniquities

of a nation or people, and to puniih them for their

tranfgreiiions. Such a period is fignincantly called a

day in fcripture- language, though it comprehend

hundreds of natural days, becaufe it is the time al-

lotted for fome important work which is then to be

performed. It is emphatically flyled the day of the

Lord, in as much as he would then manifefl his righ-

teous vengeance upon his incorrigible enemies. The
gloom of wilful ignorance mall be difpelled, the hid-

den mylleries of iniquity difcovered, and the perfec-

tions of God difplayed. It is therefore defcribed as

a day of darknefs, a day of vifitation, a day of evif,

a day of calamity, of fierce anger, of ruin and forrow*

Hence the day of iinal judgment, in which threatened

evils (hall be affigned to the wicked as their portion;,

is, by way of eminence, called the day of the

Lord *. The day of the Lord, wherein he would
inflict awful judgment upon the inhabitants of Ba-
bylon, is affirmed to have been at hand. Though
his prophecy was probably delivered in the reign of
Ahaz, about two hundred years before its accoin-

pliihment, yet, in the prophetic ftyle, the day fpoken
of was very near. Notwithstanding that period may
appear very confiderabie to human view, yet it runs
on with unobferved rapidity ; and, in God's fight,

with whom a thoufand years are as one day, this dif-

tance is fp fmall, that it is faid to be at hand. .

* 2 Theff. ii. 2.

Let
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Let us remember, that the day of the Lord, in which
we are intimately concerned, is aifo at hand: the

Judge fiandeth before the door ; and, ere long, he
will render tribulation and wrath to every foul of
man that doth evil, and eternal life to them who, by
patient continuance in well-doing, feek for glory, ho-
nour, and immortality.

Itjkall come as a deftruclionfrom the Almighty. The
title which is here given to the great God, imports,

that the divine power is employed, not only in creat-

ing, preferving, and faving men, but in punifhing

tranfgreiTors. It intimates, that as God gracioufly

manifefts himfelf able to quicken the dead, and to

fave them that are loft, both in the common and fpl-

rirual fenfe of the words, he alfo glorioufly reveals

himfelf as the righteous Governor of the world, who
can eafily deftroy the obftinately and impenitently

wicked. In this character, God is pleafed to exhibit

himfelf to mankind in two different points of view;
as propitious to the penitent, whom he can deliver

from fin, mifery, and death; and as the powerful
avenger of fin, who can punifh it in the incorrigible

workers of iniquity. In thefe oppofite, though per-

fectly confident views, he fpake of himfelf to Mofes,
when he faid, ' I kill, and I make aliveV In the

New Teftament, the apoftle James declares, that he
Is

c the One Lawgiver, who is able to fave and to
€ deitroy f-/ The Lord, to whom belongeth the

iilues from death, is not only the God of falvation to

the righteous, whom he delivers from all evil, but he
is the God who fends deftruclion upon the wicked
and ungodly, who, like Antichrift, are fons of perdi-

tion, in as much as they deftroy both themfeives and
others.——Deftruction, in the wTords under confe-

deration, denotes thofe defolating calamities whereby
Jehovah gives convincing demonftration of his dread
difpleafure againft fin, and proves a confirming fire to

* Deut. xxxii. 39. + James iv. 12.

the
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the workers of iniquity. This deftruction, which

cometh from the Almighty, announces, in an awful

manner, his omnifcience, holinefs, juftice, and power:

it proclaims his wrath, his jealoufy, and righteous

vengeance ; and punifhes the folly, ingratitude, and

wickednefs of thofe on whom it is inflicted. It calls

aloud to the inhabitants of the world to learn righ-

teoufnefs : it inculcates the important leflfons of fear-

ing God, whom we, as well as others, have forgotten

in profperity ; of being humble and charitable, and

of making reftitution to thofe whom we have injured.

The day of the Lord was foretold to come upon Ba-

bylon, as a deftruct.ion from the Almighty, which

comes with irrefiltible violence, and oft-times when
little expected.—This prediction was fulfilled, when
Cyrus, king of Perfia, marched with his powerful

army againft Babylon, and, contrary to the expecta-

tion of the inhabitants, in a fhort time, entered it m
triumph. Were we properly influenced by fteady

views of the approaching day of the Lord, did we
rightly attend to the ufeful initruclions which arife

from this fubject., we would not fo frequently tranf-

grefs, as we do, the rules of piety toward God, and

equity toward man.

7 Therefore fhall all
^
hands be faint, and

every man's heart fhall melt.
"

The effects produced upon the Babylonians, by the

above-predicted expedition, are defcribed in this and

the following verfe. All hands Jhall be faint, or

fhall fall down, as the Hebrew word is translated in

the margin. The expreflion is metaphorical; and

feems to allude to the effeds arifing from a paralyti-

cal diforder, through a relaxation of the nerves, or a

ftoppage of the blood. In fuch circumftances, per-

fons become unfit for action, their hands hang down,
and they are unable to ufe them. In like manner, at

the feafon here referred to, fuch fhould be the con-

firmation
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fternation and diftrefs which was to feize upon the

inhabitants of Babylon, that it fhould be accompanied
with a total ceffation from labour and bufinefs, in

which the citizens were commonly occupied. With
this defcription the words of the prophet Jeremiah
perfectly agree :

c The king of Babylon hath heard
4 the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble

:

* anguilh took hold of him, and pangs as of a woman
c in travail*/—

—

And every man's heart Jhall melt.

This is another effect of the fear and dread with

which the men of Babylon were to be feized, in the

immediate profpect of the terrible calamities foretold

by our prophet. The heart of every one, even of the

itouteft: and moft courageous, was to be deprived of
its wonted firmnefs and fortitude ; and, through dif-

maying fears, mould melt within them, as wax before

the fire, or as fnow before the beams of the fun.

Divine judgments awaken men from fatal fecurity

:

they often fill them with amazement, and put them
into fright. The hearts of the people in Jericho did

melt, neither did there remain any more courage in

any man, becaufe of the children of Ifrael, when they

heard what they did unto the two kings of the Amo-
rites, Sihon and Og, whom they utterly deftroyed.

Similar effects were to be experienced by the men of

Babylon, on the appearance of the judgments above

threatened, as here plainly declared.

8 And they (hall be afraid : pangs and for-

rows fhall take hold of them, they ihall be in

pain as a woman that travaileth : they (hall be

amazed one at another, their faces faall be as

flames.

They were to be filled with amazement and con-

firmation, by viewing their perilous condition ; and
their terror was to increafe as their ruin drew near.

* Jer. 1. 43.

Vol. II. C Fear,
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Fear, my brethren, is a ftrong paflion : fo dreadful

did it appear to the Grecians, that, to appeafe its ter-

rors, they worfliipped it as a god. In times of great

danger, all men have felt its powerful influence.

When the hand of God was ftretched out to deliver

the Ifraelites from the land of Egypt, c the dukes of
c Edom were amazed, and the mighty men of Moab
c trembledV c When Saul beheld the army of the

* Philiftines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly

* trembled f
.' When Nebuchadnezzar marched into

Judea, « the heart of the king, and of the princes,
4 did perilh: the priefts were aftonifhed, and the
c prophets wondered

J.'
And when the day of the

Lord was at hand, the inhabitants of Babylon were

afraid. Pangs and forrows Jhall take hold of them,

they Jhall be in pain as a woman that travaileth. Their

fears were to be accompanied with inexpreflible an-

guifli and forrow, which are compared to thofe of a

woman in travail, on account of the fuddennefs and
extreme violence of the pain and agony with which
they were to be afflicted. They jhall be amazed one

at another. This expreflion intimates, that their

powers and faculties were to be fo difturbed and de-

bilitated, that they would have neither understanding,

nor ability, to take proper meafures to fecure their

fafety or retreat. They mould look upon one ano-

ther like perfons who are furprifed and confounded,
who are unable to fpeak or act in a manner fuited to

their circumftances. Theirfaces Jhall be as flames ;

thus giving proof of their fhame and confufion, and
of the wrath, indignation, and anguifh, which they

felt. Thefe pafllons are often attended with violent

agitation, by which the blood is expelled from the

heart to the exterior parts, and particularly to the

face, which, being inflamed, appears, in colour, like

flames of fire. Thefe two verfes, taken together, con-
tain a natural and beautiful defcription of the timid,

* Exod. xv. 15. f 1 Sara, xxviii. 5. \ Jer. Jr. 9.

perplexed,
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perplexed, and diftrefled condition of the inhabitants

of Babylon, at the time the calamities above threatened

were to be inflicted upon them by the Medes and

Perfians. Had we an accurate hiftory of what then

happened at that great city, there is every reafon to

believe we mould be informed of the exact accom-

plimment of every one of our prophet's predictions

delivered on this fubject. If the day of the Lord
produced fuch difmay and confirmation at Babylon,

what effects ought the approach of a far more awful

day of the Lord to have upon us ? You know per-

fectly, that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in

the night ; and that he will furprife, with a dreadful

alarm, thofe who are afleep in fecurity. When they

fhall fay, Peace and fafety, then hidden deftruttion

ihall feize upon them, as travail upon a woman with

child, and they (hall not efcape. Therefore let us not

deep as do others ; but let us watch and be fober,

putting on the breaft-plate of faith and love, and for

an helmet the hope of falvation *.

9 Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel

both with wrath, and fierce anger, to lay the

land defolate ; and he fhall deftroy the iinners

thereof out of it.

Our prophet proceeds more fully to delineate the

terrible deftruction which mould be brought upon

Babylon by her enemies.- The day of the Lord
here denotes, as in the fixth verfe, the particular pe-

riod wherein God had determined to exhibit himfelt

prefent to the inhabitants of that city, by the awful

judgments he would inflict upon them, by means of

thofe whom he employed to punifh their wicked-

nefs. In the following words, the feafon alluded

to is defcribed by fome of its peculiar characteristics.

It is cruel. Cruelty confifts in with-holding mercy

* 1 ThefiV v. I. etfeq.

from
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from thofe who are in our power, and in a&ing to-

ward them with feverity and rigour. The day of the

Lord is faid to be cruel, becaufe the exercife of pity

and compaflion was then to be reflrained, and the

mod dreadful calamities were to be inflicted with the

greateft feverity. The Babylonians were c a cruel

' people, who had no mercy * ;' therefore the Lord,

as he threatened by his fervant Jeremiah, ' was to

* fend againft them a great nation, and many kings,

* who were cruel, and would not Ihew mercy f.' i

With wrath, and fierce anger? S Wrath (faith the

* wife man) is cruel, and anger is outrageous
J.'

When leffer judgments effect not the purpofes in-

tended by them, and when they are not accompanied

with a fpeedy reformation, the wrath and. fierce anger

of the Lord is kindled. This remark was verified to

the Babylonians, concerning whom Jeremiah thus

fpeaks : * We would have healed them, but they
* are not healed—for their judgment reacheth unto
* heaven, and is lifted up even to the fkies l|.' Te
lay the land defolate ; u e. to deprive it of its inhabitants,

to fpoil it of its beauty, to divefl it of its riches, to

ravage its cities, and to fpread general devaftation

through the whole country. As the fcorching heat

of the fun dries up the pools and brooks of water in

the drought of fummer, fo the wrath of the Almighty
was to confume the inhabitants, the riches, and all

the glory of Babylon.

And he jhall dejlroy the finners thereof out of it*

Though all men are finners, having tranfgrefled the

law, and come fhort of the glory of God, yet there

are various degrees of fin, and different kinds of fin-

ners. Even the holieft and bed: of men come under
this defcription, in as much as they often offend God,
and do not uniformly act for the advancement of the

* Jer. vi. 23. f Jer. I. 41, 42. % Prov. xxvii. 4.

\ Jer- I 1 - 9- '

divine
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divine glory. There is another very numerous clafs

of finners, who deliberately tranfgrefs the command-
ments of the Lord, who prefumptuoufly go on in

their trefpafles, and take pleafure in committing ini-

quity. There are alfo fmners of a ftill greater mag-
nitude, who are continually projecting and executing

all manner of wickednefs, and daily employed in per-

petrating the moft enormous crimes. Perfons of this

laft defcription, no doubt, greatly abounded in Baby-

lon ; and were efpecially intended in this prediction,

which declares, that they mould be destroyed out of

it, by the awful judgments to be inflicted upon them
in the day of the Lord's anger. What hath been

faid of time is alfo true of fin, it confumeth all things.

Sin hath even deftroyed thofe creatures which time

could never have wafted. It diverted angels of their

original dignity, and caft them down from heaven,

which time alone could never have done. Sin is the

caufe of all the deftruction and mifery which the de-

folating judgments of war, famine, and peftilence,

hath fpread over the face of the earth. Nay more,

finners bring upon themfelves greater deflruclion

than can proceed from any of thefe calamities. They
ruin their reputation, they wound their confcience,

they deftroy their own fouls, and deprive themfelves

of thofe comforts which the fword, famine, and pefti-

lence, cannot withhold. Let us then take heed left

by our trefpafles, we expofe ourfelves to fimilar judg-

ments with thofe here threatened againft the finners

of Babylon,

10 For the ftars of heaven, and the conftella-

tions thereof fhall not give their light : the fun

fhall be darkened in his going forth, and thd

moon fhall not caufe her light to fhine.

By the terrible calamities threatened to be inflicted

upon this great city, the inhabitants were to be de-

prived of their profperity and joy : inftead of which,

they
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they were to experience darknefs, forrow, and an-

guifh. The profperity and felicity of ftates and
kingdoms is often reprefented, in the prophecies, by
images taken from the luminaries of heaven, which

are reprefented, for this purpofe, as mining with in-

creafing fplendor, and uninterrupted continuance.

The overthrow and deftru&ion of empires and na-

tions is alfo reprefented by oppofite images : the flars

are obfcured, the moon withdraws her light, and the

fun ceafes to mine. This remark may affifl us in un-

derftanding the import of the figurative exprefhons

contained in this verfe, which I now proceed to ex-

plain, and apply to the lubjeci: before us. The
flars of heaven may here denote the princes and
nobles of Babylon, who made a very fplendid and
brilliant appearance in the eyes of the people, the

priefts, and thofe who with them prefided in the wor-

lhip of their gods, whom they would confider as lu-

minaries in their horizon. The conftellations of

heaven are literally numbers of fixed ftars, which ap-

pear in the form of fo'me creature, by whofe name
they are called ; and feem here intended to fignify

the counsellors and (tatefmen, whofe abilities were
united in directing the affairs of that great city.

By the heavens in which they were wont to give

light, may be meant the whole fuperior part, civil

and religious, of the nation. By the fun, the king

of Babylon might be particularly intended, under
whofe influence the kingdom enjoyed great profperi-

ty, light, and happinefs. The moon fignifkantly

reprefents the lefs principal and fubordinate power
of the Hate, which derived authority and influence

from the chief ruler in the empire.

Concerning thefe flars and conftellations the pro-

phet declares, that they Jhall net give their light. Being
themfelves involved in obfeurity, they mall not be
able to communicate the leafl ray of light and profpe-

rity to thofe on whom they formerly mined with a

cheering, refrefhing light. The fun JJoall be dark-

ened
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ened in, his going forth. As light is a fymbol of wif-

dom, joy, and comfort, fo darknefs, when oppofed to

it, fignifies perplexity, mifery, and forrow. The
darknefs here afcribed to the fun, may denote the in-

fufficiency of the fupreme power in Babylon for the

exercife of government, and his inability to convey
the advantages which he formerly imparted to thofe

who were under his influence. And the moonfhall

not caufe her light toftine. The agreeable and ufeful

direction afforded by the feafonable exercife of fubor-

dinate authority, was to be with-held from thofe by
whom it was enjoyed. The bright fplendor of the

fun, the fainter light of the moon, and even the glim-

mering light of the ftars, were to be extinguifhed in

the Babylonifh hemifphere. By thefe various images,

in which the beautiful order of nature appears in-

verted, our prophet figuratively defcribes the great

public calamities wherewith Babylon was to be vifit-

ed. Deprived of her former privileges and profpe-

rity, by which fhe became confpicuous among the na-

tions, me was to fink into obfcurity, meannefs, and
mifery, and become as contemptible as ever me had
been admired. The flourifhing and profperous

condition of dates and cities is altogether uncertain.

By their fins they often provoke God, as did the men
of Babylon, to fend upon them defolating judgments,
which terminate in their deftruction, or at leaf!:, in

many refpecls, reverfe their former circumftances.

Firmly convinced that fin is the reproach and the

ruin of a people, let us beware of incurring the di-

vine difpleafure, and expofmg ourfelves to the righ-

teous vengeance of heaven.

1 1 And I will punifli the world for their evil,

and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will

caufe the arrogancy of the proud to ceafe, and
will lay low the haughtinefs of the terrible.

* Thefe
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Thefe words farther defcribe the great effe&s which

were to be produced in the day of the Lord, and ex-

plain the figurative language which our prophet had

ufed in delineating this fubject. The world, which

God declares that he would punifh, fnuft be under-

ftood in a limited fenfe, as in many other prophecies*

to fignify the large portion of the inhabited earth

which was fubject to the Babylonian empire, whofe

territories were very extenfive. In the fame manner,

the Roman empire is called the whole world in the

New Teftament *. The wicked, who are here in-

tended, are the fame with the fmners threatened with

deftru&ion in the ninth verfe. The mod atrocious

wickednefs, of almoft every fort, abounded among
the men of Babylon, who indulged themielves in per-

petrating the mod enormous crimes, as we learn from
many paflages of the prophetic writings. Like othef

great cities, who enjoy opulence and profperity, they

were remarkable for pride, luxury, and wantonnefs.

Hence thefe words of the prophet Jeremiah, ' Be-
' hold, I am againft thee, O moft proud ! faith the
t Lord God of hofts : for thy day is come, the time
* that I will vifit thee f

.' Cruelty and opprefTion in

treating the people of God, when reduced to their

fubje&ion, was another evil that prevailed among
them ; and therefore the prophet, juft mentioned,

thus exclaimed, when fpeaking of their deftru&ion

:

6 How is the hammer of the whole earth cut afunder
1 and broken

J
!' In idolatry and fuperflition they ex-

ceeded moft other nations ; and therefore the fame
infpired writer calls their country, ' a land of graven
4 images, where they were mad upon their idols ||.'

To this lift of crimes may be added, unbounded am-
bition and avarice, grofs profanity with refpecl to the

worfhip and fanctuary of the true God, and the moft
infulting blafphemy as to his power and providence.

Thefe were fome of the evils and iniquities for which

*Lukeii. i. fjcr. I. 31. i Jer. 1. 23. || Jer. 1. 38.

God
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God threatened to punim the people of Babylon

:

thefe were the fourees of their calamities, on account
of which the wrath of God was revealed from heaven,

againft them.

And I will caufe the arrogancy of the proud to ceafe^

and will lay law the haughtinefi of the terrible. God
is the declared enemy of the proud and arrogant, but

the friend of the humble, the modeft, and felf-denied.

He refifteth the proud, but he giveth grace to the

humble. He beholdeth mifchief, fpite, and arro-

gancy, to requite them with his hand, and to check
their progrefs, by the interpofition of his providence.

Arrogancy and haughtinefs are difcovered, by a

proud difdain of thofe who occupy the lower Rations

in fociety, and enjoy few external advantage*. They
are frequently the fource of contentions, emulations,

and ftrifes, among thofe who are in fimilar circum-

ftances. They excite malevolence, difcontent, and
envy, toward thofe who ought to be acknowleged
our fuperiors, and impatience of admonition and re-

proof. This arrogancy of the proud, God declares

that he would make to ceafe ; this haughtinefs of

thofe who made themfelves to appear terrible to

others, he would lay low, by the awful judgments
which were to be executed upon Babylon.

Though wicked men may be little fenfible that they

are the authors of their own ruin, yet nothing is

more certain than that they contribute, not only me-
ritoriouily, but likewife inftrumentaliy, to their own
deftruction. Their profperity is not a fteady pro-

grefTive light, like that of the fun ; but Uncertain and
periihing, like that of a candle, which, by burning,

confumeth itfelf. To reprefs that pride and arro-

gance, to which we are all too prone, let us remem-
ber, that we have nothing but what we have receiv-

ed ; and that the Lord of hofts hath purpofed to (lain

the pride of all human glory.

Vol II. D 12 I will
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12 I will make a man more precious thari

fine gold ; even a man than the golden wedge
of Ophir.

What is here faid plainly intimates, that the

{laughter mould be very great that was to be made
among the people of Babylon, at the remarkable pe-

riod to which this prediction referred.- By the aw-

ful judgments above mentioned, fuch vaft numbers
were to be flain, that few men were left remaining.

Such was the lavage cruelty of the Medes and Perfians,

employed in this bufmefs, that they would not be in-

duced to fpare the Babylonians by the promife of

gold, even a confiderable quantity of the beft fort.

So grea? was the flaughter in the day of the Lord,

that very few people mould be left alive : a man
would be as fcarce, and difficult to be found, as a

golden wedge of Ophir. To this place failed the

fleet of Solomon and Hiram, from whence they im-

ported large quantities of the bed gold. I (lay not

to inquire, whether this celebrated port, from which
was brought abundance of the fined gold in ancient

times, was an African ifland, or Peru in America?
It is fufficient for our purpofe at prefent to know,
that there was in that country plenty of the mod ex-

cellent gold, from whence it was brought in bars or

wedges, of confiderable weight and value. Such
however was the unrelenting fury of the enemies of

Babylon, and their contempt of this precious metal,

that they would not fpare a man's life for a wedge of

the bed gold, which was eafier to be got, and in

greater numbers, than men, at the time this predic-

tion was fulfilled. This circumdance gives a mod
afte&ing view of the very fmall number of people

which were to remain at Babylon.

13 Therefore I will (hake the heavens, and
the earth fhall remove out of her place in the

wrath
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wrath of the Lord of hofts, and in the day of

his fierce anger.

In this and the following verfes, the fubjecl: of

which our prophet treated, is illuftrated and ampli-

fied. The words now to be confidered exprefsly

foretel, that the whole great empire of Babylon, at

the time referred to, mould be ihaken to its very

foundations, and entirely overthrown. They flrongly

intimate, in very emphatical language, that it mould
receive a violent concuflion, by the ftorm of divine

wrath that was to fall upon its metropolis :—that

their gods, their kings, princes, and nobles, who
are fignified by the heavens, were to be fhaken ;—and

that the nations fubjecl to their government, who are

intended by the earth, mould fuffer a very great

change, equivalent to their being removed out of

their place. Kingdoms and empires were to be over-

thrown, and buried in ruins. In the wrath of the

Lord of hofts, and in the day of his fierce anger. The
wrath and hot difpleafure xof the Almighty, were the

powerful caufes whereby theie aftoniihing effects were

to be produced. Like a mighty tempeit, they were

to fpread univerfal defolation where-ever they came.

Such is the irrefiftible power of God's anger, and the

righteous judgments which he executes, that the

greateft empires cannot withfland them. In the land

of Egypt were flrong cities, great rivers, and vaft:

multitudes of inhabitants: but, through the fierce

anger of the Lord, her cities were deftroyed, her

rivers were dried up, and her people were cut off.

The kingdom of Ifrael and Judah, which fubfifled,

through various fortunes, about five hundred years,

from the days of Saul to the time of Zedekiah, was

aboliftied in the wrath of the Lord. The Babylonian

empire was laid wafte by the fame wrath, and fierce

anger of Jehovah.

14 And
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14 And it fhall be as the chafed roe, and as

a fheep that no man taketh up : they fhall every

man turn to his own people, and flee every one

into his own land.

The affecting confequences of the terrible temped
of divine wrath, which came down upon Babylon,

are elegantly defcribed in this verfe. The inha-

bitants were (truck with a panic, and betook them-

felves to flight, which is illuftrafed by two beautiful

fimilkudes. The roe is a very timid creature; and,

when chafed by the hunter, runs exceeding fwiftly

:

and, in thefe refpecls, it affords a lively image of the

timorous men of Babylon, who had recourfe to a

precipitate flight, when they beheld the approach of

a powerful enemy. Sheep are weak, defeneelefs crea*

tures/ intimidated by every appearance of danger:

they are exceedingly apt to wander, and to become a.

prey to rapacious animals. In thefe refpecls the Ba-
bylonians were to referable them. Unable to defend

themfelves, they would have recourfe to flight, and
wander into divers places, where they were to be
difperfed as fheep deprived of the care of their keeper,

reduced to a forlorn and dangerous condition.-

They fhall every man turn to his ozvn people; and fiee
every one into his own land. In Babylon, as in all

great cities, and efpeeially hi the flourifhing metro-
polis of an extenfive empire, there was a large con-
flux of people which belonged to different nations.

Thefe were called, ' the mingled people (by the pro-
c

phet; Jeremiah) that were in the midft of her*.
5

People of this defcription, who either had their fixed

refidence in the city, or were there only occaaonally,
dreading the approach of a hoftile army, immediately
deferted: Bab) Ion, with intention to return to their

native country, and their own people. Hence the

prophet above mentioned, in the particular defcrip-

* J". L37.

tion
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tion which he gives of the judgment of Babylon,

fpeaks of the voice of them that flee, and efcape out

of the land*. In feafons of calamity and danger,

people are often fcattered like fheep, and obliged to

flee like the roe, leaving behind them their moil va-

luable effects, that they may efcape from the hands

of the enemy. Bleffed be God that we have not been

reduced to thefe difagreeable circumflances; and that,

through divine mercy, we are. allowed comfortably

to enjoy the ineflimable blefluigs of tranquillity and

plenty, with whkh for a long time this happy coun-

try hath been favoured

!

15 Every one that is found fliall be thruft

through : and every one that is joined unto them,

fliall fall by the fword.

16 Their children alfo fliall be daflied to

pieces before their eyes, their houfes fliall be

Spoiled, and their wives raviihed.

Thefe verfes contain a farther defcription of the

dreadful calamities which the inhabitants of Babylon

were to fuffer from their powerful, barbarous ene-

mies, inflamed by the rage of war, and defire of con-

quefl.——Every one whom they found, endeavour-

ing to efcape by flight, or trying to hide themfelves,

or unable, through difeafe or weaknefs, to make re-

finance, without exception, and without mercy, was

to be flam with the fword. And every one that is

joined unto them jhall fail by the fword. So general

was to be the Daughter, that thofe who, from other

countries or nations, endeavoured to afford the Ba-

bylonians affiftance, and to repel the force of the

enemy, mould likewife pcrifh by the fword. Their

children alfo foalI be dafhed in pieces before their eyes.

According to the law of retaliation, and the predic-

tions of ancient prophecy, the men of Babylon were

* Jer. 1. 28.
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to receive the juft retribution of thofe a&s of unna-
tural cruelty, which they had perpetrated among
thofe nations who had been obliged to yield to their

oppreffive power. They were to be recompenfed ac-

cording to the works of their hands, and to be re-

warded as they ferved lfrael in the time of their con-

quefts. The young men of lfrael they had flain with
the fword, in the houfe of their fancluary ; and had
no companion on young man or maiden, old man,
or him that (looped for age *. * They ravifhed the
' women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Ju-
* dahf.' The prophet David therefore had foretold,
c He was to go on and profper, who took and dafhed
* their little ones againft the Rones

f

.

* To aggravate

this calamity, this was not to be done fecretly, or in

a corner; but publicly, in the fight of thofe who, if

not loft to the feelings of humanity, muft have (hud-

dered at fuch terrible barbarity.——-Their houfes*

which were richly and elegantly furnifhed, were to

be pillaged of their treafures, by a fierce and unrelent-

ing enemy, who would not be retrained from the

mod: (hocking crimes. In few words, the denruction
of this great city was to be univerfal : neither age
nor fex mould be exempted from the common cala-

mity. The atrocious fins of Babylon brought
upon them thefe complicated miferies, and provoked
the Almighty to vifit it with utter defolation, thereby
giving warning to all fucceeding ages to beware of
her fins, that they partake not with her in her judg-
ments.

17 Behold, I will ftir up the Medes againft

them, which (hall not regard (ilver, and as for
gold, they mall not delight in it.

In this and the following verfe, the prophet deli-

neates the character of the people whom God was tp

* ,2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. f Lam. v. 11. J Pfal. cxxxvii. 9.

employ*
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employ, as the instruments of inflicting the above-

mentioned calamities upon Babylon. The Almighty
himfelf was to take the fupreme direction of this

great enterprife ; and to this important circumftance

our attention is repeatedly called in this prophecy,

The divine agency, in this arduous work, ought not

to be overlooked, but ferioufly confidered, and hum-
bly acknowledged. The providence of God fo orders

the counfels and actions of men, that whilft they ac-

complifh their defigns, the Molt High fulfils the good
pleafure of his goodnefs, and executes his righteous

judgments. He over-rules all their projects and con-

trivances, for accomplilhing his wife purpofes : none
can defeat, nor even retard his work : individuals

and nations are all fubfervient to promote his defigns,

and to advance his glory. Though this is a fubject

by far too profound for our invefligation, yet the

truth is certain, and demonftrated by innumerable

inftances. Rehoboam, king of Ifrael, voluntarily re-

jected the advice of the old men, and preferred the

counfel of the young men : yet this matter was from
the Lord. The AvTyrians marched againft Judah, to

take the fpoil, and to tread them down like the mire

of the ftreets, whilft, at the fame time, they executed

the purpofe and work of God. The Medes acted in

hoftility againft Babylon, to gratify their ambition,

or to avenge fpme of their own quarrels : but the

Lord ftirred them up to perform his will.

The Medes were the people whom the Lord of

hofts declares, that he would fend againft Babylon.

After the ancient Aflyrian empire had flourifhed for

feveral ages, it began to decline, by the revolt of va-

rious nations from their former fubjection to its do-

minion : the Medes were the rlrft who threw off the

yoke; and maintained, by their valour, the liberty

which they had acquired. They were divided into

tribes, and dwelt in villages, destitute for fome time

of any regular form of government. Dejoices, a man
ivho had great reputation among his countrymen, for

prudence,
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prudence, equity, and good conduct:, was exalted,

by common confent, to the royal dignity, which he

enjoyed, with confiderable renown, for the long-

period of fifty-three years ; and was fucceeded by

Ahaluerus, and other kings, mentioned in fcripture.

His fuccefTor, not contented with the kingdom of

clia, which devolved to him at the death of his

father, attacked the Ferfians, and obtaining a de-

cifive victory over them in battle, united them to

his empire. Strengthened by this acccflion of power,

he fell upon the neighbouring nations one after ano-

ther, until he acquired the fovereign dominion of ai-

med the whole of Upper Afia. To this united, great

empire, the renowned Cyrus, of whom I may here-

after have occafion to fpeak, did afterward fucceed.

—

A very remarkable feature, in the character of the

Medes, is here mentioned :

Which Jhall not regardfilver, and as for gold, they

Jhall not delight in it. Silver and gold are generally

much efteemed by mankind, efpecially by commer-

cial nations, who fet a high value upon them, as the

means of acquiring the neceffaries and comforts of

life. As the riches of the Medes, who were unac-

quainted with trade, confided in corn and cattle,

they had little or no occafion for money ; and there-

fore they were indifferent about it, in comparifon of

other people. That they had fome regard for filver

and gold, is evident from their feizing the treafures

of Babylon : at the fame time, fo moderate was their

delight in thefe things, that they would not be thereby

prevailed upon to fpare the lives of their pofTeflbrs.

This character of the Medes is acknowledged in the

fpeech that Cyrus addrelfed to his army, in which

were thefe memorable words :
' O ye Medes ! and all

c prefent, I truly know that not for want of money
c are ye come out with meV EsV. Were the

Heathen people of Media thus indifferent to filver

* Cyropocdia, lib. v. feet. 3.

- and
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and gold, let us, who profefs to be Chriftians, take

heed that we do not over-value them, and too eagerly

endeavour to attain them, as if they were eflential to

our happinefs. Permit me to feize this opportunity,

of c charging them that are rich in this world, that

* they be not high-minded, nor truft in uncertain
* riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly
6

all things to enjoy *.'

1 8 Their bows alfo fhall dafh the young men
to pieces, and they fhall have no pity on the

fruit of the womb ; their eye fhall not fpare

children.

The favage cruelty of the Medes was to be ftrong-

ly marked by their very inhuman treatment of the

younger inhabitants of Babylon. Perfons of this fort

were to be killed, not only by arrows fhot from their

bows ; but fuch was to be the wild ferocity and bar-

barity of the enemy, that they would ftrike dead with

their large bows, the young people who came in their

way. Tender infants, little children,, and young
men, who are often objects of companion, and allow-

ed to efcape, when others fufFer the mod direful ca-

lamities, the Medes were neither to pity nor fpare.

They would not fhew mercy to the moll feeble and
helplefs, nor to thofe for whom the dictates of huma-
nity moft powerfully plead. Inftigated by fierce and
violent paflions, through the whole of this arduous

enterprife, they would not, on any account, difcover

the lead favour toward perfons of any defcription.

—

In the courfe of providence, God often recompenfes

men according to their doings : as they have done to

others, fo others have done to them. They are made
to feel the burden of their iniquities, and to inherit

the fruit of their own doings, according to what is

written, Obad. ver. 15. ' As thou haft done, it fhall

»

* I Tim. vi. 17.

Vol. II. E ' be
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* be done unto thee : thy reward fhall return upon
4 thine own head.' Babylon had greatly afflicted and
fpoiied the people of God ; and therefore me, in like

manner, mould be afflicted and fpoiied. 6 As thou
* didft rejoice at the inheritance of the houfe of Ifrael,

c becaufe it was defolated ; fo will I do unto thee,
c thou malt be defolate.'

19 II And Babylon the glory of kingdoms,

the beauty of the Chaldees excellency, fhall be as

when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

In this and the following verfes, to the end of the

chapter, the prophet defcribes the fuccefs which was

to attend the expedition of the powerful and cruel

enemies whom God would flir up againft Babylon.

—

That great city was to be laid entirely in ruins, and
to become a perpetual defolation, which mould never

be reftored to its ancient fplendor and glory. To em-
bellim his reprefenfation, he extols its former magni-

ficence and grandeur in the time of its profperity,

that, by contrafting its flourifhing condition with the

deplorable ftate to which it was to be reduced, he
might draw the more moving picture of its over-

throw. Babylon was once the richeft and the mofl
elegant city in Afia: and, at the time in which it

was overwhelmed with deftru&ion, it was the greater!

and mod powerful. It was the metropolis and royal

feat of a mighty empire: c
it was the Lady of king-

4 doms,' to whom many ftates and nations yielded

homage and obedience. -It was the beauty of the

Chaldees excellency. The Chaldees were a people

highly celebrated for learning, for their acquaintance

with philofophy, aftronomy, and the facred rites per-

formed in honour of the gods. They were greatly

addicted to divination, footh faying, and aftrology.

Hence thofe who proftlTed thefe magical arts, are

called Chaldees, or Chaldeans, in the book of

Daniel.
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Daniel *. They were a ftrong and valiant, a fierce

and courageous people, a great and ancient nation.

Their martial character is thus defcribed by the pro-

phet Habakkuk : ' For lo, I raife up the Chaldeans,
* that bitter and hafty nation—they are terrible and
* dreadful—their horfes alfo are fwifter than the

*. leopards, and are more fierce than the evening-
c wolves—they fhail fly as the eagle that hafleth to
c

eatf.' The country inhabited by this people, was

called ' the land of Shinar
J,'

' the land of Nimrod ||,'

the ' land of Mesopotamia.' From thence the Lord

brought out Abram, the Father of the faithful, that he

might give him, and his pofterity, the land of Canaan

to inherit. The excellency of the Chaklees conniled

in their riches, wifdonu ftrength, valour, extent of

dominion, with other things of a fimilar nature. Of
all thefe things which are efteemed excellent among
men, the city of Babylon, comprehending its palaces,

temples, fortifications, and public buildings, was the

chief ornament. It was one of the moft beautiful and

mod elegant cities that was ever formed by human wif-

dom and power. How aftoniming, that a city of fuch

exquifite beauty, ftrength, and excellence, mould have

-been utterly deftroyed! This overthrow is illuf-

trated by a very Unking fimilitude, in the following

words

:

It foall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor-

rah, Truly memorable was the deftruclion of thefe

cities,- which proceeded immediately from God, who
rained down fire and brimitone from heaven upon

them, whereby not only they, but all their inhabit-

ants, all the neighbouring plains, and all that grew

upon the ground, were laid wafle §. Their overthrow

was Hidden and unexpected to the inhabitants, who
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in

marriage. Their deftruclion was univerfai and irre-

* Daniel ii. 3. f Hab. i. 6, 7, 8. % Gen. x. 10.

!] Micah v. 6 '

J See Gen, xix. 24, 25.

coverable.
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coverable, according to the prediction of the prophet

Jeremiah :
' As God overthrew Sodom and Gomor-

* rah, and the neighbouring cities thereof, faith the

' Lord : fo fhall no man abide there ;• neither fhall

< any fon of man dwell therein *.* In like manner,

the deftruclion of Babylon was to proceed from God :

it was to come fuddenly and unexpectedly, when its

inhabitants were employed in feftivity and mirth ; and

its perdition was to be complete and irreverfible.

20 It fhall never be inhabited, neither fhall

it be dwelt in from generation to generation :

neither fhall the Arabian pitch tent there, nei-

ther lhall the fhepherds make their fold there.

The fubje£l introduced in the preceding verfe, is

here amplified and illuftrated. According to this

prediction, Babylon was to be entirely delblated, and

deprived of its inhabitants, fo as to become an unfre-

quented defert. Left it mould flill be imagined, that,

though reduced to a wildernefs for fome time, it might

again rife into its former fplendor, our prophet de^

clares, that it fhall not be inhabited for ever. The
defolation fhall be perpetual, without any hope of its

refloration. To give greater foiemnity and certainty

to what is foretold, the prediction is repeated with

little variation, and the ftrongeft affurance is given of

the perpetuity of its defolate condition. And left

it might be fuppofed, that, notwithftanding the city

was to be divefted of its inhabitants, it might never-

thelefs afford a place of retreat to Arabians wandering
through the deferts, and to fhepherds employed in

feeding their flocks, it is expreisly affirmed, that it

fhould ferve none of thefe purpofes, but be wholly

abandoned by every human creature.

2 1 But wild beans of the defert fhall lie there,

and their fyoufes fhall be full of doleful creatures,

* Jer. 1. 40.

and
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and owls mall dwell there, and fatyrs fhall dance

there.

22 And the wild beafts of the iflands fhall

cry in their defolate houies, and dragons in their \

pleafant palaces : and her time is near to come,

and her days mail not be prolonged.

The wild beafts of the defert, and of the iflands,

here intended, might be lions, bears, tigers, and other

rapacious animals, which frequent the wildemefs. The
doleful creatures with which their houfes ihould be

filled, might be thofe nocturnal birds, the leifer

heron, the night-raven, and bittern, which frequent

old ruins, and howl and fhriek with very diimal

cries. And owls jhall dwell there. Owls com-
monly choofe for their refidence, places which are de-

ferred by men, where they may efcape the notice of

other birds, which are faid to attack them, and ilrip

them of their feathers. The owls are feldom heard

to cry, except in the night-time, when, at intervals,

they raife their melancholy, frightful voice. • And
fatyrs Jhall dance there. Satyrs were anciently de-

scribed as a kind of monftrous creatures: in their

upper part, refembling the human form, with the ad-

dition of horns ; and in the lower part, in fhape like

a goat. Thefe hideous animals were to frifk and
dance, in the dreary folitude of that place where
Babylon once flood. And the wild beafts of the

iflands Jhall cry in their defolate houfes, and dragons in

their pleafant palaces. Dragons, which are wild,

mifchievous creatures, make a horrible, mournful

noife, and refort to folitary places, were likewife to

take up their refidence in the fumptuous palaces of

Babylon, which had been the feats of luxury, de-

bauchery, and wickednefs. —And her time is near

to come, and her days jliall not be prolonged. The
period fixed, in the divine decree, for the total over-

throw of this great city, fpeedily approached, at the

time in which this prophecy was delivered j and the

feafon
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feafon of her profperity and grandeur was not long

to continue.

Hiftory records the exact accomplishment of the

foregoing predictions, which may be fuaimed up in

the few following particulars : That Babylon mould

be entirely defolated, without hope of reftoration :—
that the Medes, with their auxiliaries, were to be

the inftruments by whom God was to execute this

judgment:—and that the work was to be done with

great ferocity and cruelty toward the Babylonians.

Accordingly, Cyrus, with his army, confiding of

Medes and Perfians, luddenly entered the city, and

took poffefiion of its palaces and fortreffcs with little

oppofition. This great and unexpected event put an

end to the Babylonian empire. The kings of Media

not choofing to rehde in Babylon, it ceaied to be a

royal city. The few remaining inhabitants, which

furvived the capture of the city, were ibon induced

to leave their old habitation in folitude and ruins 5

nothing almofl of this great city being left but the

walls, which the Perfian princes ufed for the purpofe

of an enclofure, wherein wild beafts were kept for

being hunted. At length the walls fell down, which

were never repaired : the animals, which were kepc

within them, abandoned the place ; and were fuc-

ceeded by thofe mentioned in the two laft verfes of

this chapter. At the taking of this very populous

city, Cyrus, with his army, made a terrible {laughter

among the inhabitants and foldiers : they put all to

the fword that were found in the ftreets, betides the

king, and all his attendants, which would make a

dreadful carnage. So entirely deftroyed is great Ba-

bylon, that even the place where this wonder of the

world once flood, cannot with certainty be deter-

mined. Thus were the prophecies, which we have

been confidering, literally accomplifhed. Let us

diligently attend to the infhu&ive leiTons inculcated

repeatedly in this and the following chapters ; name-

ly, the omnifcience and providence of God, the

wickedneis
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wickednefs and indability of kingdoms and empires.

We are here taught, in the mofl convincing manner,

that the true God knoweth all things ; that he can

reveal fecret things, and (hew the things that are to

come hereafter, however improbable and didant they

may appear to human view :—That divine Providence

is intimately concerned in bringing about ail the

changes which happen among the nations ; that he
fettleth the boundaries of kingdoms and dates, fixes

the period of their duration, and determines the in-

struments by which they are overturned :—That the

wickednefs of empires and cities is the fewel which
kindles the fire of God's wrath among their pleafant

things, which confumes their fined buildings, and
their dronged fortreffes :—That the fins of idolatry,

in] u dice, cruelty, pride, oppreflion, covetoufnefs,

lewdnefs, and luxury, when they abound in a city,

nation, or family, if peril fted in, never fail to bring

down upon them divine judgments, which often ter-

minate in their total overthrow:—That the moll
powerful kingdoms upon earth are fubjecl: to revo-

lution and change, and ceafe to exid, after they have
nourifhed for a while. The whole world is mutable,

and liable to decay; and all things in it are conti-

nually changing, and tending toward diffolution

:

even the greated empires and cities perifh as do their

princes and governors. The world is only a figure,

famion, or form, that pafleth away. Wherefore, my
brethren, let us give diligence that we may obtain a

kingdom that cannot be moved ; and, in this hope, let

us hold fad that grace whereby we may ferve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

PREUMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THIS chapter contains the latter part of the pro-

phecy concerning Babylon, which represents the

important confequences that were to arife from the

divine judgments to be infii&ed upon that great city*

The happy deliverance of the people of God from

their captivity, is fet forth as the immediate confe-

quence of this great revolution, ver* i, 2, 3. This

fubjtcl: introduces a defcriptibn of the fall of Babylon,

that for a long time had dilturbed furrounding na-

tions, which is compofed in the form of a triumphant

fong, ver. 4.—28. In treating this fubject, the great

God is introduced, declaring the fate of Babylon, the

utter extirpation of the royai family, and the total

defolation of the city—the deliverance of Judah, and

the deftru&ion of their enemies—and confirming

thefe irreverfible decrees by the fan&ion of his oath.

Dr. Lowth fays, that the former part of this prophecy

is one of the mod beautiful examples that can be

given, of elegance, of compofition, variety of imagery,

and fublimity of fentiment and di&ion, in the pro-

phetic ftyle; and the latter part confifts of an ode, of

fupreme and fmgular excellence.

CHAR XIV,

FOR the Lord will have mercy on Jacob,

and will yet chooie Ifrael, and fet them in

their own land : and the ftrangers fhall be join-

ed with them, and they fhall cleave to the houfe

of Jacob.

The joyful confequence of the fall of Babylon, was
to be the deliverance of the people of Judah from the

captivity in which they were detained.- The word

for,
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for, with which this prediction is introduced, feems

intended to fhew, that the judgment executed upon
Babylon, was hot only to be a difplay of the righteouf-

nefs of God, but a proof of his favour, and tender

companion, toward his peculiar people. Viewing the

matter in this light, the concluding words of the fore-

going verfe may be confidered as at once giving af-

furance of the fpeedy accomplifhment of the preced-

ing prophecy, and the defirable approach of the de-

liverance of Ifrael from the hands of their enemies,

which is here predicted. The overthrow of Babylon
wras to be haftened, to make way for the deliverance

of the church.- For the Lord will have mercy on

Jacob. In thefe words, the prophet directs to the

fource from whence the bleflings he proceeds to men-
tion were to take their rife, viz. the mercy of Jeho-
vah. Indeed this is the uniform doctrine laid down
in the fcriptures, both of the Old and New Tefta-

ments, by the prophets and apoftles of the Lord. The
following pafiages are fpecimens of what is often re-

peated on this fubjeel: : Jer. xxxiii. 26. Hofea i. 7.
Rom. ix. 18. The exprefhon, the Lord will have
mercy, intimates, that, according to his fovereign will

and good pleafure, he would extend his tender com-
paflion, accompanied with feafonable relief, to thofe

who were in a miferable condition, though utterly

unworthy of his favour. The divine benignity re-

fpecis all the creatures of God, on whom it beftows

innumerable benefits. Grace refpects men as un-
worthy of his kindnefies, and unable to make ade-

quate returns for the bleflings they receive ; whereas
mercy is conferred upon thofe who are in danger and
mifery, from which it refcues them, that they may
enjoy happy deliverance. It confifts in a ftrong pro-

penfity to afford afliftance to thofe who are in need :

and, in this fenfe, mercy is always to be found with
God, who communicates it in abundance, according
to

%
the circumftances of thofe to whom it is extend-

ed. Senfible of our infinite need of this important
Vol. II. F bleffing,
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bleffing, let us often earnedly implore that God may
grant us his mercy ; and, having obtained our re-

qued, let us beware of injuring or abufmg the divine

mercy, by perfiding in our fins, and tranfgreffing his

commandments.
And ivlll yet choofe IfracL This is the diftingui fil-

ing, gracious privilege whereby God, according to

the counfei of his will, fets apart for himfelf a peculiar

pjople from among the nations of the earth, who are

fuffered to walk in their own ways. Expreffions fimi-

lar to this are often ufed by the infpired writers, when
fpeaking of the precious benefits which God bellows

upon his people. Thus faith the Lord of hods, by

the prophet Zechariah, 4 The Lord (hall yet comfort
< Zion, and fhdl yet choofe Jerufalem *.' That
which is here affirmed of the people of Ifrael, mud
hold equally true of the individuals whereof that

people confid. You who juftly claim the privilege of

choofmg your friends, and of conferring your favours

on whomfoever you pieafe, whilfl you injure not thofe

whom you overlook, cannot confidently refufe to ac-

knowledge, that this prerogative eminently belongs

to Jehovah, who repeatedly claims it in his holy

oracles. To me, therefore, it hath been matter of

furprife, that any who have read their Bibles with at-

tention, mould be averfe to own this fimple truth,

which is frequently repeated in "fcripture, though we
are unable fufficiently to refolve all the difficulties that

may be darted refpecling this article of divine revela-

tion. The mod high God was gracioufly pleafed

to choofe the poderity of the patriarch Jacob from
among all other nations under heaven, as Mofes re-

minded them f . In after-ages, however, he feemed,

at certain periods, to have rejected them, when they

provoked him to deliver them into the power of the

Babylonians, and other nations. At the time there-

fore in which he would have mercy upon them, and

• Zech. i. 1 7. f Deut. vii. 6.

refcue
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refcne them from the power of their enemies, he is

faid to choofe Ifrael, that in this manner he might

demonftrate his adherence to his choice, and grant

his people happy experience of its comfortable effects

in their deliverance.—;—Let us, brethren, give all di-

ligence to make fure our calling and election, to be

the peculiar people of God, by being holy in all man-

ner of converfation, and zealous of good works, con-

vinced that this is the only way whereby we can en-

joy comfortable evidence, that God hath chofen us to

falvation through our Lord Jefus Chrift *.

Andfet them in their own land. This privilege was
likewiie exprefsly promifed to Ifrael by the prophets

Jeremiah f and Ezekiel
J.

The multiplied and ag-

gravated iniquities of Ifrael provoked the Almighty

to fcatter them among the nations, and to difperie

them among the countries, particularly of AfTyria and

Babylon. From this difperfion God promifes to col-

lect them, that he might fet them in their own land,

the land of Canaan, which was the glory and orna-

ment of all lands, an exceeding pleafant and very

fruitful country. It was remarkable for the excel-

lence of its climate, and the fertility of its foil ; and,

on thefe and other accounts, it was called in fcripture,

an exceeding good land, a glorious land, and a land

of defire. It was fuppofed to be fituated in the midft

of the earth ; and though it is faid to have been only

about two hundred miles in length, and fifty in

breadth, in the days of David the king, there were in

it thirteen hundred thouiand men, befide aged men,
women, and children. This land is called their

own land, in as much as God promifed it to their fa-

thers, and gave it to their children, for a pofTeflion,

and an inheritance. A very noble and rich donation

it was, according to the defcription given of it by
Mofes, the fervant of the Lord :

' It is a land (faith

4 he) of hilis and valleys, that drinketh water of the

* I Theff. v. 9. f Jer. xxiii. 8. ± Ezek. xxxiv. 13.

' rain;



44 LECTURES on the Chap. XIV.

* rain of heaven : a land which the Lord thy God
« careth for : the eyes of the Lord thy God are always
c upon it, from the beginning of the year until the

* end thereof *.' Theie and other advantages which
it pofTefTed, rendered it a faint type of the red which
remaineth for the true Ifrael of God in heaven.

In this land God promifes to fet them, and to eftablilh

them in the polfeflion of it, that they may dwell fafe-

ly, and none make them afraid ; that he may feed

them as his flock, and dwell among them. Their re-

turn from captivity, and reftoration to their own land,

is one of the mod remarkable events mentioned in

the Old Teftament, and is often fpoken of as a rich

difplay of the divine mercy and favour. In this light

let us contemplate it, as the neceflary means of pre-

serving the Jewifh church in exiftence, until the ful-

nefs of time arrived wherein that ceconomy was
abolifhed.

And theJlrangers fhall be joined with them, and they

Jhall cleave to the houfe of Jacob. The perfons who
are here intended, were the people from among the

Gentiles, which were not of the pofterity of Ifrael,

and had no right to the important privileges enjoyed

by the houfe of Jacob. They were thofe whom the

apoftle Paul thus emphatically defcribes, as being

aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael, both with

refpect to civil and facred advantages ; and ftrangers

from the covenants of promife, which God entered

into with the Father of the faithful, and delivered to

his pofterity at mount Sinai. Numbers of fuch ftran-

gers, at the period to which this prophecy looked for-

ward, fhould join themfelves to Ifrael, that they might
participate with them in the ineilimable prerogatives

which they enjoyed. From religious motives, and a

fincere regard to the inftituted worfhip of the true

God* they were voluntarily to become profelytes to

the Jewifh religion, and to be initiated into their

* Deiit. xi. io, ii, 12.

church
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church by the rites appointed for that purpofe. Hav-
ing obliged themfelves, in the mod folemn manner,
to pay a facred regard to the laws and ordinances of
Ifrael, they were inviolably to adhere to them, as the

girdle cleaves to the loins of him that weareth it.

They would alfo cleave to the houfe of Jacob ; dif-

covering, on every proper occafion, a ftrong attach-

ment to them, and their interefts, by a careful obfer-

vance of the divine inftitutions eftablifhed among them,
and by a fteady regard to divine truths and precepts

delivered for their inflruclion and government.

After the laudable example of thofe who are the fub-

jects of this prediction, let us cleave unto the Lord,
and his people, with purpofe of heart. Look dili-

gently to yourfelves, brethren, left there be in any of

you a froward, a falfe, a deceitful, and evil heart of

unbelief, which may prompt you to depart from the

living God, and to abandon connection with his

people.

2 And the people fhall take them, and bring

them to their place : and the houfe of Ifrael mail

poffefs them in the land of the Lord, for fer-

vants and handmaids : and they fhall take them
captives, whofe captives they were, and they

fhall rule over their oppreffors.

The benefits to be derived by the people of

Ifrael, from the accomplimment of the foregoing pre-

dictions, are here mentioned. They Jhall take

them; namely, the ftrangers who were joined to

them, and who fteadily adhered to the profeiTion of

friendfhip which they had made :

—

And bring tbem to

their place, which God gave them for inheruance,

that they might (hare in the important advantages

which they themfelves pofTefTed. They were to be ad-

mitted members of the commonwealth of Ifrael, to

whom pertained the adoption, the glory, and the

covenants, the giving of the law, and the fervice of

God,
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God, and the promifes. And the houfe of Jfrael

JJjall pojfcfs them. The houfe of Ifrael may denote, as

in other paflages of the prophetic writings, the tribes

of Judah and Benjamin, with thofe of the other ten

tribes, who were mingled with them. There were

many belonging to the ten tribes, who, perceiving

that Jeroboam intended to eftablifh idolatry among
them, feparated from their brethren, and joined the

houfe of Judah. Hence we read, that c thofe who fet

% their hearts to feek the Lord, came to Jerufalem, to
6

facrifice ; and ftrengthened the kingdom of Judah V
And afterward, in the days of Afa, * many fell to hiin

* out of Ephraim, Manafleh, and Simeon
f.'

Under
the reign of Hezekiah, * divers of Afher, ManaiTeh,
* and Zebulon, humbled themfelves, and came to Je-
* rufalem j.

5 From thefe and other places of the Old
Teftament hiftory, we learn, that the houfe of Ifrael

comprehended, not only the tribes- of Judah and Ben-

jamin, but likewife all thofe who joined them from
among their brethren. This houfe was to poffefs the

ftrangers who cleaved to them in the land of the

Lord.— They were to enjoy confiderable benefit

from the kind fervices, and various offices, of huma-
nity, benevolence, and aireclion, which they would
perform toward Ifrael, whom they fnould confider 5

riot only as their friends, but as their inftru&ers..

This advantage they were to enjoy in the land of the

Lord ; in the land of Canaan, which juilly merited

this description, on account of its fuperior excellence

to all other lands, and becaufe it was the object of his

peculiar care and kind regard.

And they fl?all take them captives , zvhofe capfives they

were, and they jhall rule over their oppreffors. The im-

port of this prediction is eafy to be underftood : it

plainly intimates, that fome of thofe various nations,

who had made captives of the people of Ifrael, were>

in their turn, to be made captives by them ;—that

* 2 Chron. xi. 16, 17. \ 2 Chron. xv. 9. J 2 Chron. xxx. 1 1.

when
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when God would turn again their captivity, they

mould exercife authority over thofe who had crufhed

them by violence ;—-that their condition was to be en-

tirely reverfed from what it once wa?., in fo much
that they were not only to be delivered from a {late

of captivity to their enemies, and fubjeclion to their

tyranny, but to be inverted with power to retaliate

the injuries which they had fufiained from thofe who
afflicted them. The righteous Governor of the world,

in the courfe of his providence, often recompenies

men according to their doings. The Tyrians, who
exulted at the deilru&ion of Jerufalem, were biffed at

by the merchants among the people, in the day of

their calamity *. Upon the Edomites, who dealt

cruelly with the houfe of Judah, God laid his ven-

geance, by the hand of his people Ifrael
f.

After the

houfe of Jacob returned from captivity at Babylon,

they waxed (trong, became terrible, and confumed
like fire the Edomites, who had defpifed and infulted

them. A fimilar change in their circumftances is

here foretold by our prophet, in refpecl: to other na-

tions who had oppreiTed them, which was remarkably

verified in the refpectabie condition to which they

were advanced, and the confiderable influence that

they attained, at the period wherein this prophecy

was fulfilled. Such difpenfations inculcate upon
us diligent attention to the maxim of jefus Chrift,

who hath faid, ' With what meafure ye mete, it mall

* be meafured to you again }.' The law of retaliation

was the firft which was publimed after the fall of

man :
c Whofo fheddeth man's blood, by man (hall

c his blood be fhed ||.' It was engroffed in the law of

Mofes, where it is thus written :
' Eye for eye, and

' tooth for tooth.' It is tranfcribed and illufirated in

the whole of the divine procedure toward individuals

and focieties. They have moved me to jealoufy,

* Compare Ezekiel xxvi. 2. with cbnp. xxvii. 36. f See

Prophecies of Obadiah. % Mutth. vii. 2.
J|
Gen. vi. 9.

faith
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faith the Lord, by that which is not God ; and I will

move them to jealoufy, by thofe who are not a, people*

And again, ' As he cried, and they would not hear

;

c fo they cried, and 1 would not hear, faith the Lord
« ofhofis.'

3 % And it mall come to pafs in the day that

the Lord ihall give thee reft from thy forrow,

and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage

wherein thou waft made to ferve.

The particular period is here marked wherein the

preceding prophecy mould receive its accomplifh-

ment. In the day the Lord Jhall give thee reft

from thy forrow, &c. Sorrow, fear, and hard bon-

dage, hath, at certain feafons, been the lot of the po-

fterity of Ifrael, who were, from time to time, fubjecl:-

ed to the greatefl calamities. Sorrow is that uneafy

fenfation which is excited by diftrefs, and the natural

effect of the affliction from whence it takes its rife.

Tranfgremon is the caufe of all the calamities which

befal mankind ; and calamities are the fource of grief

and forrow, from which the houfe of Ifrael were not

exempted. Fear fometimes expreffes in fcripture,

the uneafy paffion which bears that name, and at

other times the dreaded object from whence it arifes.

Between the pamon, and the object which occafions

it, there is a very intimate connection, in fo much
that when the latter is removed, the former com-

monly ceafes. The fear from which the Lord was

to give Ifrael reft, was that perplexing and torment-

ing paflion which proceeds from the dreaded ap-

proach of thofe formidable evils that embarrafs and

enfeeble the mind, and incapacitate for action thofe

on whom it feizeth. The hard fervice which they

were made to ferve, m?.y chiefly refer to the very

painful and difficult labours wherein they were em-
ployed, with great rigour and feverity, by the Baby-

lonians. At the time in which Cod was to deliver

them
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them from the forrow, fear, and bondage, that they

had experienced, they were to enjoy the benefits fore-

told in the preceding verfes.

This remarkable prophecy was accomplifhed foon

after the deftruction of the Babylohifh empire. The
Ephraimites having been carried away into AfTyria

and Media, the Jews were led captive to Babylon.

At the expiration of feventy years, the period fixed

for their continuance in a date of exile, God was
pleafed to fhew them mercy, to reflore them to their

own land, and to perform what is here foretold. For
this purpofe, he raifed up his fervant Cyrus, who iffued

the memorable decree, recorded 2 Chron. xxxvi. 29.

To carry forward this great work, of refcuing his

people from their forrow and bondage, he employed
Ezra the fcribe, whofe name fignifies a Helper, and
Nehemiah the governor, whole name denotes the

Confolation of the Lord, to aflift and comfort them.

Thefe great men, with Zerubbabel and Jofhua, con-

dueled from the captivity and thraldom in which they

had been detained at Babylon, above forty-two thou-

fand of them, befides more than feven thoufand men
and women fervants, who were probably ftrangers

that had joined them. About the fame time, many
profelytes were made to the Jewifh religion, who
joined the houfe of Jacob, as we learn from the book
of Either ; where we read, that, after Mordecai's pro-

motion, ' the Jews had joy and gladnefs, a feafl and
* a good day : and many of the people of the land
* became Jews ; for the fear of the Jews fell upon
* them *.' Thus the Lord gave them, in fome mea-

fure, reft from forrow, fear, and bor; lage. " The
" circumftances mentioned in this prophecy (fays the
" learned Dr. Lowth, in his Notes) which did not, in

" any complete fenfe, accompany the return from the

" captivity at Babylon, feem to intimate, that this

" whole prophecy extends its views beyond that

* Efther'viii. 17.

Vol II. G " event,"
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" event,' ' to the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, in which

it (hall receive a full accomplifhment, and to which

we look forward with hope and joy.

4 That thou fhalt take up this proverb againft

the king of Babylon, and fay, How hath the op-

preflbr ceafed ! the golden city ceafed !

The prophet now returns to defcribe the fall of the

Babylonifh empire, by means of which great event,

way mould be made for the accomplifhment of the

predictions that we have been confidering. This

fubjecl: is introduced, with the utmoft propriety, in

the form of a triumphant fong* A chorus of Jews

fTrft exprefs their furprife and aftonifhment at the

fudden downfal of Babylon, and the great reverfe of

the tyrant's condition, who, like his predeceflors, had

opprefled his own and neighbouring kingdoms,

Againft the debafed monarch, they are called, to take

up this proverb. The Hebrew verb of the noun trans-

lated proverb, Signifies, to exercife authority, to com-
pare one thing with another, to utter weighty fayings

or parables. The noun is ufed to exprefs every fort

of fententious, figurative, and fublime fpeech ; fuch

as the Proverbs of Solomon, which are delivered in

ihort fentences, frequently figurative, and generally

authoritative, both in matter and form. Such alio

are the wife maxims, and pithy fayings of Jefus Chrift,

recorded in the gofpel : where he faith,
c No man

* can ferve two mafters ; Where your treafure is,

' there will your heart be alfo.' Some proverbs are

obfcure, and fignify fomewhat different from what
the words feem to intimate : of this fort was that an-

ciently ufed in Ifrael, ' The fathers have eaten four
* grapes, and the childrens teeth are fet on edge * ;'

and that mentioned by the, apoftle Peter, 6 The dog is

c turned again to his vomit j and the fow that was

# Ezek. xviii, 2.

c wafhed,
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* warned, to her wallowing in the mire *.' Others are

plain, moral fentences ; of which you have an inftance,

1 Samuel xxiv. 13. in the fpeech of David to king

Saul, * As faith the proverb of the ancients, Wicked-
* nefs proceedeth from the wicked.' The proverb

which was to be ufed by the men of Judah, was a

taunting kind of fpeech, in which the power and

pride of Babylon was to be infulted, and treated with

contempt In this view alfo, you may confider

the following words of triumph, in which the people

o.f God were to exprefs their joy at the deftru&ion of

that great city.

How hath the oppreffbr ceafed! the golden city ceafed!

The opprelfor is a name which emphatically defcribes

the character of the king of Babylon, whofe govern-

ment was ftained with injufbice, violence, and oppref-

fion, and fupported by heavy exactions impofed on
the neighbouring ftates, to fupport his magnificence

and grandeur. -The golden city is a graphical

defcriptipn of that city, which was renowned for its

immenfe riches and incomparable fplendor. To ex-

prefs their aftonifhment at the event alluded to, they

inquire, How hath the opprefTor ceafed ! the golden

city ceafed ! He who oppreffed us and other nations,

who made us to ferve with hard bondage, how is he

come to nothing ! Who hath accomplished his ruin,

and by whom hath his deftru&ion been effected ?

Both the prince, and the city, have ceafed. The king

was flain, and the city overthrown.

5 The Lord hath broken the ftaff of the

wicked, a?id the fceptre of the rulers.

Thefe words contain an anfwer to the preceding

inquiry : God is acknowledged the author of this

wonderful defoiation. The king of Babylon might

juftly be called the ftaff of the wicked, in as much as

\ 2 Peter ii. 22,

h§
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he greatly promoted the practice of all manner of

wickednefs, and was a chief fupport of its interefts*

This inllrument of corruption and guilt the Lord
hath broken : he hath fuddenly crufhed him by a

violent death, whereby a final period is put to all his

mighty power and influence.—

—

-And the fceptre of the

riders. The royal authority (fignified by a fceptre),,

which was exerted, by means of the rulers and gover-

nors .of the provinces, over the people, was likewife

broken and destroyed. Thus did the Mod High take,

away from the earth this wicked, tyrannical prince,

and his proud ambitious rulers, that his people might

enjoy the ineilimable benefits of liberty and fafety.

6 He who fmote the people in wrath with a

continual fixoke ; he that ruled the nations in

anger, is perfecuted, and none hindereth.

The language of exultation and triumph, begun \\\

the foregoing verfe, is (till continued. The king

of Babylon made war with the people of Ifrael, and
the nations of the earth ; and, having conquered

them, he fmote them, not with temper and modera-

tion, but with wrath and fierce anger ; not with an
occafional, but with an uninterrupted and continual

flroke. He ruled over the kingdoms which he van-

quifhed, not with mildnefs and equity, but with ex-

treme rigour and feverity : he governed them, not

with juftice and clemency, but with tyranny and op-

prelTion. This haughty, angry monarch is perfe-

cuted, and none hindereth. He was purfued, over-

taken, and feized, by the juftice of God, and quickly

-brought to condign punifhment. None of the neigh-

bouring (fates or princes, who were tributary to him,

or in alliance with him, afforded him any aiM-
ance, or interpofed in his behalf, to ward ofF the blow
given him by the direction and appointment of Heaven*
Thus doth the Lord pour contempt upon princes, and

abafe
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abafe thofe who walk in pride, punifhing their pride

and infolence, their cruelty and oppreffion, according

to their defert.

7 The whole earth' is at reft, and is quiet:

they break forth into finging.

The happy effects refulting to furrounding nations,

from the abolition of the tyrannical power of the

king of Babylon, are beautifully delineated in this

verfe. All the kingdoms of the earth which were
fubject to the Babylonian empire, and connected with

it, were to experience an agreeable ceffation from the

difquietude and turbulence which they fuffered, from
exorbitant claims and rigorous demands which had
been made upon them, by a monarch, whofe defire

for riches, and ambition of power and conquefl, knew
no bounds. In confequence of his fceptre having

been broken, the nations who had formerly ferved

him, and been greatly difturbed by the exercife of

his tyrannical authority, were to find themfelves hap-

pily delivered from that continual oppreffion which
they were unable to refill, and re-eftablifhed in the

pouerTion of deferable tranquillity and peace. On
this pleafing change of circumftances, they mould
feel ftrong emotions, arifing from the fatisfaclion and
joy which fprang up in their new condition ; fo that

they break forth into Jinging, Tranfported with the

view of the downfal of Babylon, and contemplating

the happy effects with which* it was to be accompa-
nied, they were to exult in triumphant ftrains, and
thus to exprefs their gratitude and joy, on account of

the agreeable change of condition which was the fub-

jecl: of their fong. If the nations rejoice at the

overthrow of a haughty, tyrannical prince, and the

re-eftablimm£fit of tranquillity and liberty, how much
greater ought to be the triumph of thofe who are de-

livered from the dominion of divers impetuous luffs,

and enjoy the earned s of fpiritual and eternal reft

!

Let
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Let fuch break forth into Tinging, in honour of him

who hath delivered, and will preferve to his heavenly

kingdom.

8 Yea, the fir-trees rejoice at thee, and the

cedars of Lebanon, faying, Since thou art laid

down, no feller is come up againft us.

The fir-trees and the cedars are here introduced5

rejoicing at the fall of Babylon.^ The fir and the

cedar are the tailed and mod (lately trees that grow-

in the foreft ; and the cedars of Lebanon were, of

all others, the largefl and mod excellent. Thefe trees

are fometimes mentioned in fcripture, as reprefenting

peribns exalted to the mod eminent dation, and en-

joying the mod flourifhing condition. In this figura-

tive fenfe I fuppofe that the words before us mud be

underdood. The fir and the cedar of Lebanon arc

intended to fignify the princes, the rulers, and great

men of thofe kingdoms, which had been harafled by
the king of Babylon before the overthrow of that

empire. Peribns of confpicuous dignity, and great

opulence, were to exult over the fallen tyrant, and to

boad of the eafe and fecurity they expected to enjoy,

in coniequence of his depreflion, or being laid down.

Since thou had been brought low, and laid upon the

ground, like a tree that is cut down, no feller is come
up againd us, no power hath attacked us, in whofe

heart it was to cut off natfons not a few. Since he

who was the axe, in the hand of the Lord, to cut

down kingdoms, hath been broke in pieces, there is

no other power to give didurbance to the nations, or

to deprive them of their jud rights.——The reign of

tyrannical monarchs is not commonly of long conti-

nuance : God who cutteth off the fpirits of princes y

and who is terrible to the kings of the earth, lays

them low, and diveds them of their power, whiMt

thofe around them triumph in their dedruclion, and

the consequent fafety they hope to enjoy.

9 HeH,
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9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to

meet thee at thy coming : it ftirreth up the dead

for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth ; it

hath raifed up from their thrones all the kings

of the nations.

The fcene is now changed, and a new fet of per-

fons are introduced : the regions of the dead are laid

open ; and hades is reprefented as roufing the fhades

of departed monarchs from their feats, to meet the

king of Babylon, and to infult him, on his being re-

duced to the fame low eftate with themfelves. The
Hebrew word tranilated hell, fometimes fignifies the
place into which the fouls of men are conveyed, after

their feparation from the bodies to which they were
united before death. This refidence of departed fpi-

rits hath been thought by many to be fituated fome-
where under the earth ; and, agreeable to this idea,

it is called hell beneath. As the grave is the houfe
appointed for the bodies of men after their deceafe,

fo the place here mentioned, is fuppofed to be the
manfion wherein fpirits have their refidence after

they are feparated from the bodies which they inha-

bited. Accordingly the royal pfalmift, perfonating
the great Median, and predicting his refurre&ion from
the dead, thus fpeaks :

' My heart is glad, and my
4 glory rejoiceth : my fleih alfo mall reft in hope : for
c thou wilt not leave my foul in hell V After death,
the fouls of men are not reduced to a ftate of inacti-

vity and ileep, in which they are diveiled of their

powers, but flill poffefs the faculties of underftanding
and difcernment, and exercife thofe affections which
are fuited to their condition. The defcription given
in this verfe of what palled in hell, at the approach of
the king of Babylon, feems to intimate, that, in the
infernal regions, fpirits are known to one another,
that they are treated according to their rank, and

* Pfal. xvi. 9, 10.

that
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that wicked princes there enjoy fuch precedence as

is confident with their (late. At the coming of

the king of Babylon into the receptacles of the dead,

there was to be a great commotion among thofe who
were once the chief ones of the earth, and the kings

of the nations. On that occafion, thefe formerly-

great perfonages are reprefented as rifing from their

feats, which they are fuppofed to have filled, in order

to congatulate that prince upon his arrival among

them, and to exprefs their furprife at his being re-

duced to the fame low eftate of impotence, wretched-

nefs, and diffolution with themfelves. The far-

caftical language which they were to adopt, is

recorded in the following verfes.

io- All they mall fpeak and fay unto thee,

Art thou alio become weak as we I art thou be-

come like unto us ?

Having nothing to fear from him who had de-

fcended from the throne of Babylon, inflead of la-

menting over his miferable fate, departed fpirits fcof-

fingly deride and infult over him, on account of his

downfal. Full of aftonifhment, they inquire, Art

thou alfo become weak as we ? IS^otwithftanding all thy

boafted power and grandeur, art thou, who waft re-

nowned on earth for thy invincible ftrength, and who
acted without control among the nations, by the

flroke of death, become weak and feeble as we, who
are ftript of thofe natural abilities, and that civil au-

thority, whereof we were polTeiTed on earth ?

Art thou become like unto us, who are deprived of all

influence and empire over the fons of men, of all the

terreftrial pleafures which we once enjoyed, without

the lean
1 hope of ever regaining any thing of that

fort ; and are expofed to the dreadful vengeance

of the Almighty, which he inflicls upon thole who
were opprellive, proud, unjuft, and tyrannical.

ii Thy
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1 1 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave,

end the noife of thy viols : the worm is fpread

under thee, and the worms cover thee.

Very great mud have been the pomp and magnifi-

cence of the king of Babylon, when he refided in his

fumptuous palace, of which you may form fome idea

from the following circumftances. The image which
Nebuchadnezzar let up in the plain of Dura, is com-
puted to have cod three millions and a half of money.
The elegant entertainments, made for thoufands of

lords; the vad variety of line mufical indiuments,

which were ufed at public folemnities ; the rich fur-

niture, fuch as veflels of gold, and beds of ivory,

with which the palace-royal was decorated, with a

thoufand other things, clearly mew the fplendor of

the Babylonifh monarch. All thy worldly glory,

which dazzled the eyes of men ; all that fweet, me-
lodious mufic, which delighted thee, and pleafed the

ears of thy admiring attendants, are now gone, and
perifhed for ever, being as it were buried with thee.

—

The worm is fpread under thee, and the worms cover

thee. That body, which was the object of refpecl, at-

tention, and care, which was elegantly drefled in fined

linen and richeft fdks, and highly ornamented at an
immenfe expence, is now covered on all fides with

worms, who feed upon it as their prey. How great,

how affecting, muft be the change to that fpirit which
once animated it ! Be not proud, my brethren ;

be not vain of ftrength, beauty, or elegance of form.

Contemplating the dructure of the human body as

the workmanfhip of God, it is a mofl beautiful and
noble fabric : but viewing it as polluted by fin, as

fubject to difeafe, and liable to corruption, you may
perceive ample ground of humility ; and you ought

to be reminded of the very abject date to which your

bodies, like that of the king of Babylon, fliall cer-

tainly be reduced. This mortifying confederation

mould give a check to that pride and vanity which
Vol. II, H deforms
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deforms and corrupts the human mind, and preys

upon it as worms do on the dead bodies which are

laid in the grave.

1 2 How art thou fallen from heaven, O lu-

cifer, fon of the morning ! how art thou cut

down to the ground, which didft weaken the

nations

!

A new fcene is here opened, in which the Jewifli

church addrefs the king of Babylon, as a (tar of the

firft magnitude, fallen from the confpicuous fplendor

and dignity which he held in the political hemi-

fphere. The word lucifer, figniries one that bring-

eth light ; and its import is well exprefled in the very

next words, fon of the morning. It is a name given

to the morning-ftar, which mines bright immediately

before day-break, ufhers in the chearing light of the

morning, and appears with peculiar luflre among the

other ftars in the firmament. By this description,

which mult be here underltood in a figurative fenfe,

the Babylonian monarch, who excelled other princes

in dignity, magnificence, and brilliancy, and who
fhone with a fplendor far fuperior to furrounding po-

tentates, is certainly intended. Concerning this re-

markable perfon, the church thus exclaims, How art

thou fallen from the fummit of glory, empire, and in-

fluence, into obfeurity, contempt, and forgetfulnefs

!

The expreflion alludes to meteors, fomewhat like a

ftar, which are fometimes obferved to fall from hea-

ven, and immediately to difappear. Such was the

fudden fall of this mighty prince, which is here men-
tioned with admiration and aflonifhment.

How art thou cut down to the ground, which didft

weaken the nations ! To give new force and beauty

to the defcription, he who, in the former expreflion,

is faid to have fallen as a ftar, is now reprefented as

cut down like a tree. This prince, who, by the ty-

rannical exercife of his power, impaired the ftrength

of
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of many nations, did not gradually pine away by fick-

nefs or difeafe ; he did not wither away through age

;

he was not broken by accident : but he was fuddenly

cut down by a violent blow, and fell at once as the

tree that is cut down by the feller, never more to rife

again. The Lord is known by the judgment that

he executeth. What more fuitable punifhment could

have been inflicted upon this haughty, vain-glorious

monarch than that which he received ? What more
juft and proper than that he, who was ambitious to

be admired for power and grandeur tranfcending all

other princes, mould have fallen into obfcurity and
derifion?— that he, who aimed, through pride, to

ftand alone in the earth, mould have been cut down
as a tree ?

1 3 For thou haft faid in thine heart, I will

afcend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above

the ftars of God : I will fit alfo upon the mount
of the congregation, in the fides of the north.

In thefe words the proud king of Babylon is in-

fulted, on account of the extravagant boaftings which

he uttered, and the ambitious projects he had form-

ed, when in his former glory.- This infolent and

arrogant prince impioufly faid, / will afcend into hea-

ven. No man, in the fober ufe of reafon and of his

fenfes, can be fuppofed to have formed the abfurd de^

fign of literally performing the refolution contained

in the words before us. The expreflion, therefore,

mufl be interpreted in a manner confident with the

wicked, avowed attempt, and facrilegious purpofe, of

this afpiring prince, and fo as to correfpond with the

words in the latter part of the verfe. The heavens

then muft not be literally underftood, to fignify the

vifible, airy, or (tarry heavens, into which no man can

afcend, whilll he continues in this world ; but that

which was analogous to them, in the view of the king

of Babylon. As the higheit heavens are, in a pecu-

liar
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liar manner, the dwelling-place of the Mod High; fo

he is faid to have dwelt in the temple at Jerusalem,

which, in feveral refpecls, was an image of heaven,

There God appeared from between the cherubims

:

there he was worfhipped by his faints, and afforded

them defirable manifeflations of his prefence and
glory, when they were employed in the duties of his

fervice. Thither this haughty monarch had fecretly

* faid, that he would afcend. / will exalt my throne

above thejlars of God, It furely could not enter into

the head of the Babylonian prince, that it was pofliblc

for him literally to fulfil this extravagant refolution

;

and, therefore, it is neceflary to explain his words in

their metaphorical fenfe. In this view, his throne

may denote his empire and royal authority. The flats

of God may fignify the prieils and teachers of the

Ifraelites, who illuminated them by their inftruclious,

and to whom this defcription is fometimes given in

prophetical language*. Thefe flars mined with con-

siderable fplendor in the myflical Jewifh heavens, and
in fome meafure enlightened that church. Above
thefe flars this proud ambitious king refolved to fet

up his throne, to tifurp authority over the fervants of
Jehovah, and to lay claim to that homage which was
performed to the true God. / willfit aIfa upon the

mount of the congregation, in the fides of the north.

Mount Zion, to which this defcription very well

agrees, feems to be intended. In that mountain the

children of Ifrael were commanded to alleinble, that

they might attend upon God in the inftitutions of his

worfhip, and enjoy the peculiar privileges of which
he had given them comfortable aflurance. This was
the mount of the congregation, or folemn conven-
tion, where God was pleafed to meet with his people,

and to commune with them. In the fides of the

north, on which flood Jerufalem, the city of the great

King. The words, thus explained, exprefs the pre-

* $ee Dan. viii. 10.

fumptuous
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fumptuous determination of the impious king of Ba-

bylon, to go up to Jerufalem, that he might aiTume

authority over. the nrinifters of the Lord, and eftablifh

his dominion over the highly favoured mountain of

'/ion.

14 I will afcend above the heights of the

clouds, I will be like the Moll High.

Pride and ambition know no bounds. Being feated

upon mount Zion, this haughty prince promifed, that

he would get above the height of the clouds. This

expreflion, like thofe contained in the former verle,

muft, I fuppofe, be figuratively underflood, as the li-

teral interpretation involves in it too abfurd a project

to have been formed by a man in the exercife of rea-

fon. The Lord promifed of old to his fervant Mofes,

that he would appear in the cloud which reded above

the mercy-feat ; and, after the houfe of the Lord was
built upon Zion, we read, that the houfe was filled

with a cloud *. Such was the arrogance of this proud
man, that he refolved to afcend above the cloud, to

take pofTelTion of the fancluary and fecret place,

which the Almighty had appropriated for his own
refidence, as a fymbol of his eternal throne in the

highefl heavens. L will be like the Mq/l High, in

majefty, glory, and authority. Totally indifferent

about refemblance to God in holinefs, righteoufnefs,

and mercy, he wickedly afpired after likenefs to him
in the incommunicable glories of his divinity.

The refolutions here expreifed, when collectively con-

fidered, import, that this impious prince formed the

extravagant and blafphemous purpofe of rivalling the

great God in majefty and grandeur, and of attaining

greater dignity, and a more elevated condition, than

mortal man can enjoy in this world. He afpired to

nothing lefs, than that his excellency might mount up
to the heavens, and his head reach to the clouds f

.

* 2 Chron. v. 13. f Job xx. 6.

15 Yet
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15 Yet thou (halt be brought down to hell,

to the fides of the pit.

Difappointment, depreiTion, and mifery, were to be

the fatal confequences of this haughty infolence, and

infatiable ambition. Thou Jhalt be brought down
to hell, the dreadful receptacle prepared for the fepa-

rated fpirits of wicked men, where thou fhalt be filled

with ibrrow and anguifh ; and where the worm dieth

not, and the fire is not quenched.——As if this was

infufflcient to reprefent the mifery and wo in which

he fhould be involved, it is added, To thefides of the

pit. The expreflion may denote the low, neglected,

and defpifed condition to which the prince was to be

reduced. As elevation to heaven, in the language of

fcripture, fignines the higheft exaltation; fo being

thruft down to hell, and thrown to the fides of the

pit, denotes the lowefl and mod abject depreffion*

the mod wretched and forlorn condition.

16 They that fee thee, fhall narrowly look

upon thee, and confider thee, faying. Is this the

man that made the earth to tremble, that did

{hake kingdoms ?

Thofe efpecially who had feen the king of Baby-

Ion in his glory, and were the fpectators of his un-

expected, hidden overthrow, contemplating this fur-

prifing event, whereby he was dejected from the

higheft pinnacle of worldly grandeur, into a wretched

and contemptible condition, were to be (truck with

wonder and aftonilhment. Beholding this remark-

able inftance of the vanity of human pride, of the un-

certainty of temporal greatnefs, and of the righteouf-

nefs, power, and providence of God, and obferving

the various ways whereby the divine difpleafure feizes

upon haughty tranfgrefTors, they were to exprefs their

admiration in the following manner. To perceive

the union of theie with other circumftances, it would

be
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be requifite, as hinted in the words before us, that

they fhould attentively look upon the downfal of this

great and powerful monarch, that they carefully in-

fpe£ the incidents with which it was accompanied,

and ferioufly confider the hand of Providence in its

execution.——In this way they would fee abundant

reafon to exclaim,

Is this the man that made the earth to tremble^ that

did Jliake kingdoms f Is this fallen, defpifed, mise-

rable creature, the great and powerful monarch who
once made fuch a confpicuous figure on the earth,

and fubjeded many nations to his empire? Is this

he who did (hake kingdoms to their very founda-

tions, who overturned their conftitution and govern-

ment, and, having vanquifhed them, united them to

his dominions ? Is this he at whofe approach the in-

habitants of the earth were filled with confirmation

and terror, left he would do to them as he had done
to many nations ; deftroy their cities, pillage their

country, rob them of their treafures, and put them to

the fword, or carry them away captive.

1 7 That made the world as a wildemefs, and
deftroyed the cities thereof, that opened not the

houfe of his prifoners ?

That made the world as a ivildernefs, by laying

wafle many populous countries and great cities, and
plundering the inhabitants, whom he killed, took pri-

foners, or oppreffed with exorbitant taxes, fo that a

prodigious extent of territory became folitary and un-

frequented. That opened not the houfe of his pri-

foners. Such was his rigorous feverity, and unrelent-

ing cruelty, toward thofe whom he had taken cap-

tive, that he would not permit them to be fet at liber-

ty, even after very long confinement. Is this the man
who lately flourilhed like a green bay- tree, who was
10 great and high that none could be feen equal to

him ? Is this the profane blafphemer, the ambitious

prince,
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prince, the cruel opprefTor, the cunning politician,

the luxurious epicure, the powerful monarch, with

whom the eyes of the people were dazzled, and the

nations of the earth were haraifed ? What an amaz-

ing change hath befallen this man ! fuch indeed as

demonflrates the vanity and uncertainty of all worldly

grandeur, and at once excites wonder and compaf*

fion. How doth he now make and tremble ! how low

and defolate is his condition ! how little and infigni-

flcant doth he now appear! This great alteration we
afcrihe entirely to the divine interpofition of that

God, who abafeth them that walk in pride.

1 8 All the kings of the nations, even all of

them lie in glory, every one in his own houfe.

To diverfify the fubjeel:, and to give it additional

fplendor, a different fcene is here opened. Certain

perfons are introduced, who light upon the corpfe of

the king of Babylon, call out and lying upon the

ground among the ilain, covered with wounds, and

fo disfigured that they hardly know him. His condi-

tion is contrafted with that of other princes. Among
all nations great honour and refpeel: hath been given

to their fovereigns, not only whilfl they were alive,

but even after they were dead : their corpfes were laid

in flate in their palaces. Clothed with the richeft drefs,

and honoured with the enfigns of royalty which for-

merly belonged to them, they are put into fine cof-

fins ; and, after a confiderable time, they are interred

in the earth, or the tomb, with great pomp and fo-

lemnity. Having in this manner been depofited in

the fepulchres of their fathers, large and coftly monu-
ments are erected, to perpetuate their memory, whilit

their friends and their fubje&s wear the badges of

public forrow, and public lofs. This expenfive cere-

mony and parade is commonly proportioned to the

worth of the deceafed prince, the excellency of his

administration,
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adminiftration, and the efteem in which he was held

by the people.

19 But thou art caft out of thy grave, like an

abominable branch : and as the raiment of thofe

that are flairi, thruft through with a fword, that

go down to the ftones of the pit
?

as a carcafs

trodden under feet.

The corpfe of the king of Babylon was not to be

treated, after he mould be cut off by a violent deaths

in a refpectful manner, as the bodies of other princes.

His dead carcafs was to be thrown out with ignominy
and contempt, along with the bodies of thofe who
were flain, and was not to be buried in the fepulchres

of his fathers. It was to be confidered as an object

of deteftation, and caft out as an abominable branch,

cut off from a noxious or ufelefs tree, which, being

good for nothing, is neglected and defpifed by every

body, and left to lie and rot where it fell. And
as the raiment of thofe that areflain , &c. which, being

cut by the fword, or other deadly weapons, and
covered with blood, are caft down into the pit, along

with the dead bodies which they clothed. As a
carcafs trodden under feet ; that is, defpi(ed and
trampled upon in the day of battle, having no other

burial given it than the corpfe of a common foldier

that is thrown into a pit, which hath been made to

receive the bodies of the flain. Inftead of a fepul-

chral monument being erected to perpetuate his memo-
ry, his dead body was to be treated with the greateft

neglect and contempt.

20 Thou {halt not be joined witji them in

burial, becaufe thou haft deftroyed thy land, and
flain thy people : the feed of evil-doers fhalj

never be renowned.

Vol. II. I Intolerably
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Intolerable pride and oppreffion, luxury and de-

bauchery, and the cruel treatment of thofe whom he
governed and conquered in war, procured to this

haughty prince the juft fentence here pronounced,

and brought upon him and his kingdom certain de-

ftruclion.—

—

The feed of evil-doers Jhall never be re-

nowned. Though to this maxim there may be fome

exceptions, yet it holds true in general, and was re-

markably verified in the king of Babylon, to whom
pur prophet particularly refers. To difplay the di-

vine fovereignty and goodnefs, and to accomplifh

other valuable purpofes, the wifdom of God is plea-

fed, in fome inftancesf to deviate from the general

laws by which his adminiflration is conducted. Not-
withstanding, the aphorifm before us contains a cer-,

tain and important truth. The Hebrew words may
be rendered, the feed of evil-doers fhall not be called

for ever. Suppofe the polterity of the wicked may
have a name for a while, and feem to be eflablifhed

in the view of men, their renown fhall not always

continue ; ere long their reputation and glory fhall

be buried in oblivion. Mifery is the portion of the

wicked ; it is the heritage of the children of djfobe-

dience, the wages of the workers of iniquity. Though
the offspring of evil-doers may fometimes flourifh for

a little, their beauty fhall foon fade away, their in-*

creafe fhall go into captivity, their pomp fhall be

brought down, and all their glory fhall perifli. Their

doom is irreverfibly decreed ; and who can tell when
the fentence fhall be executed, and how foon the

judgment written may take hold of them? A dark

cloud hangs over them, which may burft upon their

defencelefs heads ere ever they are aware. c The feed

\ of the wicked (faith the royal poet) fhall be cut
c

off*.' The kings of Babylon, who were the feed

of evil-doers, were not to be renowned, or called for

ever.

* Pfal. xxxvii. 28.

21 Prepare
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2 1 Priepare flaughter for his children, for the

iniquity of their fathers ; that they do not rife,

nor poffefs the land, nor fill the face of the world

With cities.

In thefe words, the Medes and Perfians, who were

to be the executioners of divine vengeance upon Ba-

bylon, are called upon, to make ready to cut off the

whole royal family, which was to be destroyed root

and branch. According to the irreverfible conftitu-

tion of the fupreme Governor of the univerfe, he vi-

fiteth the iniquities of the fathers upon the children,

when they approve and imitate the wickednefs of

their parents, to the third and fourth generation of

them that hate him. In fome iriftances, as in the one

before us, he prepares flaughter and death for the

children. By fuch difpenfations of providence, the

Almighty demonftrates, in the moll convincing man-
ner, that fin is exceeding odious in his fight, that he

is highly difpleafed with tranfgreflbrs, and that he ne-

glects no means whereby they may be deterred from
it. The defign of publifhing this order was, That

they do not rife, nor pojfefs the land, &c. : that there

may be no fucceflion to rife up, and govern the ex-

tenfive kingdom of Babylon, in the room of their an-

ceftors.

—

~—Nor Jill the face of the world with cities ,

built by cruelty and oppreflion, to fupport a tyranni-

cal government, to keep furrounding nations in awe,

and to perpetuate their own glory and renown.

22 For I will rife up againft them, faith the

Lord of hofts, and cut off from Babylon the

name, and remnant, and fon and nephew, faith

the Lord.

According to this prediction, the whole royal fa-

mily of Babylon mould become extinct, and their

kindred fo extirpated from the earth, that none were

to be left.- Parents may be faid to live in their

children,
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children, who commonly refemble them, and perpe-

tuate their names in the world. The fcriptures there-

fore reprefent the death and deftruction of children

as an awful judgment; and in this light it mult be

confidered in the prophecy before us. When perfons

are deprived of their own offspring, who are their

neareft heirs, their inheritances often devolve to ne-

phews, or fome diftant relation. Thefe connections

were likewife to be cut off from the Babylonian mo-

narch, and the whole race of his fucceffors were to

perifh. To give certainty and (lability to this furprif-

ing event, thefe emphatical words are added, Thus

faith the Lord of hofts, who hath all the armies of

heaven and earth at his command, and all human
affairs under his direction, and never wants inftru-

ments to execute the purpofes which he hath form-

ed. In wtiat elegant variety of language is this

prophecy delivered. In fcripture, expremon is often

fubjoined to expreffion, and words of fimilar import

are multiplied, more fully to reprefent the fiercenefs

of God's anger, the awfulnefs of his judgments, the

greatnefs of his mercies, the fins of his people, and

to amplify the fubject, whatever it is. Of this fur-

prifing variety we fee a remarkable* inflance in this

prophecy, which foretels the deftruction of Babylon,

as well as in many other paffages of the word of

God *. As the prophet foretold, fo it came to

pafs ; the race of the kings of Babylon ended with

Belfhazzar, who was vanquifhed by the Medes and

Perfians, under the conduct of the renowned Cyrus,

king of Perfia.

23 I will alfo make it a poffeffion for the bit-

tern, and pools of water : and I will fweep it

with the befom of deftruc~tion, faith the Lord
of hofts.

* See Zeph. iii. 2. Job iii. 13. etfeq.

The
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The total overthrow of the great city Babylon is pre-

dicted in this verfe. The bittern is a bird nearly as

big as the common heron : it lurks among the reeds and
rumes, in marfhy places : it hath a doleful cry ; and,

when it foars aloft into the air, it is faid to make a

hideous noife. This highly celebrated city was to be

fo defolated, that it fhould become a proper habita-

tion for this lonely bird. -And pooh of water. The
city flood in a plain, and occupied the low grounds,

through which flowed the river Euphrates, which,

for the fake of commerce, and watering the adjacent

country, was divided into feveral dreams. The
courfe of the river being interrupted by the ruins of

this large city, the water would ftagnate, and be

formed into pools. And I will fweep it with the

be/cm of deftrufiion. This exprelTion is metaphorical

;

and refers to the practice of cleaning a houfe with the

btfom, which takes away whatever is filthy or ufelefs,

that it may be thrown out to the dunghil. Deftruc-

tion is figniiicantly compared to a befom, with which
Babylon was to be fwept, and deprived of her towers

and walls, her houfes and ftreets, her inhabitants,

with all the provifions and riches that fhe polTefTed.

—

To give certainty to this great event, and the flrongefl

arTurance of its accompliihment, thefe folemn words
are again added, Saith the Lord of ho/Is, who, by the

execution of this awful judgment, would difplay his

majefty, power, and righteQumefs.-->——This predic-

tion hath been fo remarkably verified, that the place

where this wonder of the world once lfood, cannot
be certainly ascertained. How aftonifhing, that fo

great and well-fortified a city, in which were fuch im-
menfely ftrong and extenfive buildings, fhould have
been lb entirely demoliihed, that the remains cannot
be known. Perfons and families, cities and em-
pires, are fubverted according to the purpofe of the

Lord of hofts. No crown fo fecure, no family fo

eftablifhed, but he can eafily remove them : no king-

dom fo powerful, but he can ihake to its foundation

:

no



7 o LECTURES on the Chap. XlV.

no city or empire fo fortified, that he cannot overturn

them. By his appointment, the kingdom of lfrael

was laid in ruins, after it had fubfifted about five

hundred years ; the Athenian monarchical govern-

ment was overthrown, after it had Continued about

four hundred and ninety years ; and the kingdom of

Babylon, after it had flourifhed for feveral ages. The
kingdoms of the earth belong unto the Lord, and he

difpofes of them as feemeth good in his fight : he en-

largeth or (Iraiteneth, he eftablifheth or overturneth

them at his pleafure. ' Wifdom and power are his

:

* he changeth the times and the feafons : he fetteth

1 up kings, and removeth them *J

24 ^1 The Lord of hods hath fwdrn, faying.

Surely, as I have thought, fo mall it come to

pafs ; and as I have purpofed, fo fhall it ftand.

The certainty and {lability of the divine purpofe

concerning Babylon, is here affirmed in the mofl fo-

lemn manner. At the time this prophecy was de*

livered, the Babylonian empire flourifhed in its highefl

glory, and its renown had fpread throughout the

earth: no event therefore appeared to human view

more improbable, than the accomplifhment of what
our prophet had foretold. To demonftrate the im-

mutability of the divine counfel, it is declared, that

ihe Lord of ho/is bath fworn. In fcripture, God is

faid to fwear, when he condefeends to give men the

highefl fecurity, and mofl explicit, folemn afTurance,

refpecling the truth of any thing, which they are ca-

pable of receiving prior to its actual completion. In

this awful manner, he pledges the veracity, the holi-

linefs, and immutability of his own nature, for the

fulfilment of what he hath faid : he virtually obliges

himfelf to renounce thefe divine excellencies, if what

he hath declared fhall not be accomplifhed in its fea-

* Dan. ii. 20, 21.

fon,
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fon. Though fome of the purpofes of Jehovah feem

to be fufpended upon certain conditions, thofe which
he is pleafed to confirm by his oath are unalterable,

as the covenant of day and night, and more firmly

eflablifhed than the perpetual hills and immovable
mountains.

Surely, as 1 have thought, Jo Jhall it come to pafs ;

and as I have purpofed, fo Jhall it Jland. The whole
frame of heaven and earth fhall be diffolved, the lu-

minaries of heaven extinguished, and the rocks re-

moved from their places, but the thoughts and pur-

pofes of Jehovah cannot be altered. The rife and
fall of dates and empires, are ail directed agreeable

to the irrevocable counfel of his will. The whole
courfe of providence, as well as of nature, is entirely

regulated according to his pleafure. The time, the

manner, and the inftruments, by whom the long

feries of events fhall be carried forward, are fixed in

his eternal mind ; and agreeable to his appointment

all human affairs are conducted. He doth according

to his will in the armies of heaven, and among the

inhabitants of the earth. If he will work, who fhall

let it^: if he will fmite, who fhall hinder him. As he
hath fworn, fo he will perform. None can deftroy

thofe whom he preferves : none can retain in fafety

what he hath determined to overthrow. Edom is

introduced by the prophet Malachi, after having

contemplated his ruinous, condition, and the defla-

tions which God had made in his land, forming this

refolution :
' We will return, and build the defolate

' places.' To this declaration the Lord replies,

* They fhall build, but I will throw down.' Many
ftriking inflances of the truth here affirmed occur in

fcripture, one of which I fhall mention. After the

city Jericho was deftroyed, the Lord thus fpake by
his fervant Jofhua :

' Curfed be the man before the

' Lord, that raifeth up and buildeth the city Jericho :

* he fhall lay the foundation thereof in his firft-born,

* and in his youngelt fon he fhall fet up the gates of
« it.'
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« it *.- About five hundred years after, one Hiel% the

Beth-elite, attempted to rebuild the city, on which

God had pronounced this curfe :
' He laid the founda-

tion thereof in Abiram his firft-born ;' and (till per-

illing in his wicked defign, c he fet up the gates

* thereof in his youngeft fon Segub, according to the

f word of the Lord, which he fpake by Jofhua, the
6 fon of Nun f.' In like manner, the thought and

purpofe of Jehovah, with refpect to Babylon, was

exactly to be carried into execution, as here declared*

25 That I will break the Affyrian in my
land, and upon my mountains tread him under

foot : then mall his yoke depart from off .them,

and his burden depart from off their moulders.

The prophet now mentions the particular purpofe

of Jehovah, the liability of which he had ftrongly

alferted in the foregoing verfe. The word break-

ing is often ufed in a figurative fenfe in fcripture, to

denote the deftruction of that power of which indi-

viduals, or nations, are poffefTed. Through God
(faith the church) we fhall do valiantly, for he it is

that fhall break or tread down our enemies. The
Affyrian, whom God declares he would break, com-

prehended the lfrength of that great empire, confiding

of its very numerous and well-difciplined troops.

When a body or fubftance of any kind is broken, it

is rendered weak, .and ufelefs for the purpofes that it

formerly ferved. In allufion to what happens on fuch

occafions, this prediction imports, that the flrength

of Affyria was to be greatly diminifhed by fome ex-

traordinary divine judgment, whereby that empire

fhould be greatly weakened, and diverted of its for-

mer powTer and grandeur. This terrible ftroke,

whereby the Affyrian was to be broken, is foretold to

be given in the land of Canaan, which God here

* Jofhua vi. 260 j- 1 Kings xvi. 34.

calleth
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calleth his land, and upon the mountains in that

country, where his troops were to be trampled under

foot. The words denote the entire conquefl of the

Affyrian power; and the triumph of God's ancient

people over that formidable enemy.- After this

great event,

Shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden

depart from off their Jhoulders. The yoke, to which
the inhabitants of Judea were fubje&ed, and the bur-

den laid upon them by the Anyrians, was to be re-

moved. Having fpoken of this yoke and burden,

when treating chap. x. ver. 27. where the prophet

feems to have had in view, the fame event of which
he here fpeaks, I hope it is unneceffary to repeat

what was then faid. In few words, the people of Ju-
dah were to be delivered from the yoke of fervitude,

and the burden of tribute which the king of Aflyria

had exacted from therri. This prediction was ful-

filled by the wonderful ilaughter made among the

Affyrian army, which had marched agairift Jerufalem

j

in confequence of which the Jewifh nation were re-

fcued from the oppreifive yoke which they had fuf-

tained.

26 This is the purpofe that is purpofed upon
the whole earth : and this is the hand that is

ftretched out upon all the nations.

To give dill more folemnity to this prophecy re-

fpe&ing AfTyria, and to obtain the greatefl credit to

what he had delivered, Ifaiah fubjoins the reafons on
which faith might reft, in the allured expectation of

the accomplifhment of thefe predictions. The
purpofe which is here intended, is the counfel or de-

cree of Jehovah that extended to the whole earth
;

i. e. to the whole Aflyrian empire, which was then

probably, as the Roman empire afterward was, rec-

koned to comprehend all the world : or the expref-

fion may be defigned to fignify all the ftates and

Vol II. £ kingdoms
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kingdoms of the earth, which, like Affyria, were to

attack the people of God, and moled them in the en-

joyment of their important privileges. And this is

the hand that is Jlretched out upon all nations* This

almighty arm of the Lord is in 'continual readinefs to

execute his determined purpofe upon all the nations of

the earth, who follow the example of AfTyria in wicked-

nefs, and particularly in their perverfe oppofition to the

interefts of the church of God. The deftruclion of

the ArTyrian power, affords an inftru&ive warning to

the kingdoms of this world, of the danger to which

they expofe themfelves, by injuring thole whom God
h-uh taken into his gracious protection. The fame

omnipotent arm, which broke in pieces the Aflyrian,

is lliil ftretched out, to punifn all the nations who
obitinately perfift in difturbing and diftrefling the pe-

cu'iar people or God.

2 y For the Lord of hofts hath purpofed,

arc' who fhall diiannul it? and his hand is

ftretched out, and who {hall turn it back ?

As the purpofe of God is irrevocable, fo his power

is irrefiftible. The purpofe of the Lord of hofts is

not like the purpofes of a man, that may lie, or the

fon of man, that may repent. It is not like the refo-

lutions formed in the cabinet of an earthly prince,

which may be laid afide for reafons of ftate ; nor

doth it refemble the fluctuating determinations of the

tribunes of the people, which may afterward be over-

ruled. The purpofe, of which our prophet fpeaks,

was unalterably fettled in the court of heaven, and
therefore cannot be fruftrated. It is the counfel of

him who is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength,

who will affuredly perform all the promifes and
threatenings which he hath delivered by his fer-

vants. His hand is Jlretched out, and whofoall turn
it back^ and avert the ftroke which the arm of Omni-
potence is lifted up to inflict. No created power is

able
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able to ward off the blow, or to prevent it from being

given. The great Difpofer of all events clearly dif-

cerns all human conne&ions, confequences, and de-

figns, fo that his purpofe cannot be defeated, nor his

providence counteracted. We have now finifhed

a curfory view of the awful threatenings denounced

againfl Babylon, and confidered the infallible cer-

tainty of the predictions relating to that great city,

the metropolis of AfTyria, which are here folemnly

confirmed. However improbable the foretold events

might appear to many in the days of ifaiah, time hath

fully verified the prophecy. Having contemplated

the total overthrow of the literal Babylon, which was
a figure of the deftruclion of myftical Babylon, com-
prehending the numerous fociety of wicked and
worldly men, who, under the prince of darknefs, in-

dulge in all manner of tranfgreffion, and acl: as the

avowed enemies of God's people ; let us look for-

ward, with faith and hope, to the happy period, when
it mail be proclaimed concerning this adverfe power,
* Babylon the great is iallen, is fallen, and fhall no
* more arife,'

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

T7T7*E are now arrived at the fecond prophetical

* * difcourfe, contained in the fecond part of

thefe prophecies, which relates to the future fortunes

of the Philiitines, a people frequently mentioned in

facred hiftory. They were the pofterity of Ham, one
of the fons of Noah. The country which they inha-

bited was called Philiflia, or Paleftina, and was fitua-

ted to the weftward of Judea, toward the fea. They
poflefTed five principal cities, whofe names were Afh-

dod, Gaza, Aikelon, Gath, and Ekron*, each of

which was governed by a lord or prince \. Dagon
was the chief idol whom they ferved, and to others

they profefled to do homage : they neither acknow-
leged, nor worfhipped the God of Ifrael. Being a

martial people, they were perhaps the greateft ene-

mies of the pofterity of Jacob, againft whom they en-

tertained an inveterate enmity, and with whom they

were often at war. For a long period of time, many
battles were fought between Ifrael and the Phiiiftines,

which terminated with various fuccefs, as God, in his

providence, interpofed, either to chaften his people,

by their means, for their fins, or, in righteoufnefs, to

punifh their enemies for their wickednefs. The Phi-

iiftines, on the one fide, often vanquifhed and dif-

trefied the Ifraelites. In the days of the Judges, when
the children of Ifrael forfook the Lord, and ferved

him not, the anger of the Lord waxed hot againft

them, and he fold them into the hands of the Phiiif-

tines, who vexed and oppreifed them eighteen years
J.

Not long after, for the fame reafon, he delivered them
into their hands for forty years. In the time of Sa-

muel the prophet, they (mote the Ifraelites with a
very great flaughter ; for there fell of Ifrael thirty

thoufand men, and the ark of God was taken ||. In

* See 1 Sam. vi. 17. f See Jofh. xiii. 3. J Judges x. 7, 8,

J|
1 Sam. iv. 10.

another*
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another battle, after Saul afcended the throne of
Ifrael, they flew that prince, with his three fons ; the

Iiraelites fled, and the Philiftines came and dwelt in

their cities *. The Ifraelites, on the other fide, fre-

quently conquered and fubdued the Philiftines. Sam-
fon diftrefled them greatly ; and, with his own hand,

flew prodigious numbers of themf. While Samuel
judged Ifrael, they fuftained fome confiderable loifes.

They were, in a fpecial manner, feverely handled by
David, the king of Ifrael, who, with his own hand,
flew their champion, and repeatedly obtained fignal

-victories over them
J.

Uzziah, long after, demolifhed

the walls of their ftrong cities, and built towns among
the Philiftines. Thefe continual wars rankled the

minds of both nations, and confirmed the implacable

hatred which fubfifted between Ifrael and the Phili-

ftines from generation to generation.

In the verfes now to be confidered, our prophet, in

the name of God, denounces againfl the Philiftines

the diftrefling calamities whereby they were afflicted,

firft by Hezekiah, and afterward by the king of AfTy-

ria. Having difluaded them from foolifh joy, and
vain glory, which, in a fhort time, was to be exchan-
ged for forrow and lamentation, he aflures the pious,

diftrefled Jews, that they fhould enjoy tranquillity and
fecurity, under divine protection, in the midft of the

extreme danger to which they were to be expofed.

In this manner God was pleafed, by a new argument,

to confirm the faith of his people in his providential

government, who difpofes of the fate of nations, and
takes a friendly care of his people in every condition*

f 1 Sam. xxxi. f Judges xiv. 1 5, 16. J 2 Sam. v. 8, &t.

chap.
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CHAP. XIV. Ver. 28.

IN the year that king Ahaz died, was this

burden.

Thefe words fhew us the date of this prophecy. In

the year that king Uzziah, the grandfather of Ahaz,

died, our prophet was favoured with the vifton which

he, defcribes in chap. vi. And now, in the year

wherein Ahaz departed this life, he received from

God the prophecy recorded in the following-.verfes.

The Holy Spirit often interpofes, in critical, remark-

able feafons, to initrutl and comfort his fervants un-

der great changes in public affairs, whether for the

better or the worfe. Ahaz was an unhappy, wicked

prince, whofe reign had been unfriendly to the wor-

fhip and fervice of the true God, and who, by his

tranfgreflioas, brought many evils upon himfelf and

his people. He died in the midft of his days, when
he was only thirty-fix years of age, leaving his throne

and kingdom to his fon, who, in every refpecl, greatly

excelled his father.

29 H Rejoice not thou whole Paleftina, be-

caufe the rod of him that fmote thee is broken

:

for out of the fcrpent's root mail come forth a

cockatrice, and his fruit Jhall be a fiery flying

ferpent.

The Philiftines, to whom our prophet directs his

difcourfe, are forbidden to triumph, on account of

the profperity which they had of late enjoyed, and

the death of the king of Judah, and that for a moil

important reafon. The Philiftines inhabited the land

of Paleftina, which lay toward the Mediterranean fea,

to the weft of judea, between the wildernefs on the

fouth, and Tyre on the north. It was divided into

certain diftri&s, over which prefided the lords of the

Philiftines.
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Philiftines. The prophet addreffes, not merely one
divifion of the country, but the whole inhabitants of

the land, and calls upon them, not to rejoice on this

occaiion. They had probably been greatly overjoyed

at the death of fome of the former kings of Judah,

with whom they had been at variance ; and now that

their affairs wore an agreeable afpect, they were ready

to exult at the death of a hoftile prince. This mef-

fage was lent to correct this levity and vanity, which,

for reaibns that were both important and interefting,

appeared unjuftifiable and unbecoming. Becaufe

the rod of him that fmote thee is broken. Uzziah, king

of judah, feems to have been the perfon here intend-

€d, who fmote the Philiftines. I already obferved,

that he deftroyed fome of their fortifications; and
that he went ib far, in confequence of his having

fmiften therm, as to build cities within their territories.

The Philiftines muft have been greatly reduced, and
fevereiy fmitten, before they fubmitted to thefe en-

croachments, if Uzziah, as feems probable, was the

perfon who fmote the land of Paieftina, Ahaz, his

grandfon, who fprung from his item and root, muft
have been the rod, which was now broken by death.

The fceptre of Judah, the rod of royal authority,

which he had held for a confiderable time, was the

inH:rument whereby he had been enabled to beat the

Phiiiftines. -Rejoice not thou whole Paieftina, as

thou exultedft and triumphed!! at the death of Uzziah,
by whom thou waft greatly afflicted, as if thou had ft

nothing to fear from the kings of Judah. Though
thou haft enjoyed for fome time peace and fecurity,

whilft Ahaz fat upon the throne, be admonifheu to

be very temperate in your mirth, as your affairs will

foon take a different, and a very unfavourable turn.

For out of theferpenfs rootjhall come forth a cocka-

trice, and his fruit jhall be afiery flying ferpent. Thefe
words, which fuggeft the reafon upon which the

foregoing advice is founded, muft be underftood, not

in their literal, but in their figurative ugnificatioti.

By
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By the Serpent's root may be meant king Uzziah 3

who was always inimical to the Philiftines, whom he
fometinles greatly diftrefled. From this root arofe

another prince, who was ftill more feverely to afflict

them ; and, inflamed with a ftrong defire of ven-

geance, mould come upon the inhabitants of Paleftina

with the utmoft expedition, and, advancing toward

them with the moft rapid motion, mould Strike them
with a mortal wound. He is therefore fpoken of as:

a cockatrice, and a fiery flying ferpent. This descrip-

tion does not relate to his temper and practice, which

was mild and gentle, but to that irremediable deftruc-

tion which he was to be the inftrument of inflicting

on the Philiftines. This perfon can be no other than

Hezekiah, king ofJudah. Though, at firfl fight, this

interpretation may appear fomewhat {trained and un-

natural, I hope you will be Satisfied of its juftnefs and
propriety, by attending to the general import and de-

fign of the prophecy. In fome prophetic emblems,

we obferve a ftricl: agreement and refemblance be-

tween the names and figurative descriptions, and the

perfons who are fignined by them ; in others, the

Hkenefs and correspondence is not fo conSpicuous, as

in the inftance before us. This circumftance how-

ever, in fome meaSure, arifes from our unacquainted-

nefs with ancient manners and modes of expreflion.

Among the Egyptians, Serpents were confidered as

emblematical of kings, who often dangeroufly wound
thofe who provoke them, when they come within

their reach. The patriarch Jacob ufes the fame em-

blem, when bleffing his fons, and pronouncing their

future fortunes. ' Dan (Said he) (hall be a Serpent by
* the way, an adder in the path ; that biteth the
c horSe-heels, So that his rider {hall fall backward *.*

In like manner, ISaiah here fpeaks of the king of

Judah, under a fymbolic expreflion, that he might,

in fome meafure, conceal his meaning, until the

# Gen. xlix. 17.

completion
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completion of the prophecy mould difcover its im-

port. Nor ought we to be furprifed at this ; the

genius of the prophetic ftyle being enigmatical, this

cafl is fometimes purpofely given to it, even when the

cxpreflion is mod plain and direct.

30 And the firft-born of the poor fliall feed,

and the needy fhall lie down in fafety : and I

will kill thy root with famine, and he fliall flay

thy remnant.

The happy confequences which were to arife in

Judah, from the flaughter to be made among the

Philiftines, are here reprefented. By the poor and
needy, feem to be meant the inhabitants of Judea,

who were reduced to low and flraitened circum-

flances, by the encroachments of their enemies, un-

der the reign of Ahaz. Whilfl that wicked prince

fat upon the throne, the Jewiih people were much
haraffed by the incurfions of neighbouring nations,

and expofed to many hardfhips, as Hezekiah plainly

intimates, in the proclamation which he fent through-

out all Ifrael :
c Be not ye like your fathers, and like

* your brethren, who trefpafled againft the Lord God
6 of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to de-
c folation, as ye fee V By the firft-born of the poor,

are meant* not the eldeft fons of the poor, who, in

the language of Jacob, were their might, and the be-

ginning of their Itrength, but thofe who were ex-

tremely poor, who, inftead of having a double por-

tion of the good things of this world, had a double

fhare of poverty^ and were opprefled with penury and
want. People of this description, our prophet foretels,

fhall lie down in fafety. God was about to elevate

them, from that forlorn flate wherein many of the

lower ranks had been expofed to danger and want,

to a comfortable condition, in which they were to en-

* 2 Chron. xxx. 7.

Vol. IL L joy
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joy tranquillity and affluence. Even thofe who had

been exceedingly poor, and greatly diftrefled, were

to and agreeable relief, and deliverance from the evils

and enemies by which they had been greatly afflicted.

And I will kill thy root with famine, and he Jhall

flay thy remnant. A root, properly fpeaking, is the

lower part of the tree, by which it is faftened in the

earth, by means of which it receives moifture and

nourifhment, and the tree itfelf is fupported. When
ufed in a figurative fenfe, and applied, as in the words

before us, to a nation, it may denote whatever con-

stitutes its ftrength and fupport, and is the means of

promoting its eftablilbment and increafe. All things

having this tendency. God declares, by our prophet,

that he would kiU by famine, and fo deprive the Phi-

liftines of what was neceffary to ftrengthen and up-

bold them as a people. Their root was to perifh,

their ftrength was quickly to decay, and they were to>

lofe their (lability. The neceflary fupports of life be-

ing removed, they would lofe their vigour and in-

fluence as a people, and fall from their former flourim-

ing eftate. And he Jhall Jlay thy remnant* The
perfon of whom the prophet fpeaks, who was to flay

the remnant of the Philiftines, which remained after

the famine, fcems to have been Hezekiah, king of

Judah, who, in the preceding verfe, was fpoken of

under the emblem of a cockatrice. The root, or

great bulk of the nation, having been deftroyed,

through want of the necefTary means of fubfiftence,

the Jewilh prince was to flay the refidue, in confe-

quence of which all their power and glory mould be
abolifhed. The fulfilment of this prediction is re-

corded, 2 Kings xviii. 8. ; where we read, that c He-
e zekiah fmote the Philiftines, even unto Gaza, and
* the borders thereof, from the tower of the wratch-

* men to the fenced city/ This flaughter was pro-

bably made after fome fevcre famine which they fuf-

fered, avifing from the ravages made upon their

country by iome of thiir enemies. How variable

is-
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\s the condition of mankind, and how often is it re-

verfed in the courfe of divine providence ! Thofe who
were opprefTed with indigence, and expofed to dan-

ger, are frequently advanced to enjoy abundance and
fafety, whilft thofe who were ready to exult and
triumph in the fuperior advantages of their flate, are

reduced to a low and deplorable condition. Their
power, riches, and honours, are blafled at the root,

and down they fall from their former eminence and
grandeur. Day unto day makes report of fuch revo-

lutions, and night unto night (heweth us this know-
ledge. The prophecy which we have now been con-

fidering, prefents this truth to our view in a very

ftriking light ; and our own experience confirms the

uncertainty and mutability of every worldly enjoy-

ment.

31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city ; thou whole
Paleftina art diffolved : for there fhall come from

the north a fmoke, and noneJhall be alone in his

appointed times.

Our prophet not only difluaded the Philiftines from
rejoicing, but he called them to mourning and lament

tation, on account of the approaching calamities with

which they were to be vifited. He addrefles the gate

and the city. By the gate, may be meant more efpe-

cially the chief magirtrates, the elders, and the judges

of the people, who anciently fat in the gates of the

cities ; and the foldiers, who were placed there, as

centinels for their defence, to repel the hoflile attacks

of their enemies. Thefe two clafles of men confti-

tuted, in great meafure, the ftrength of the city. By
the city, might be intended the inhabitants who dwelt

in it, fubject to the magistrates, and defended by the

military. The people refiding in the five principal

cities of the Philiftines, already mentioned, were pro-

bably, in a particular manner, in Ifaiah's view, when
he invited them to howl and to cry, in the profpeft

of
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of the great calamities which, ere long, were to feize

upon them. Thou whole Palejiina art diffoked*

The expreffion is metaphorical ; and borrowed from
folid bodies, which, when thrown into the fire, lofe

their folidity, are melted, and become liquid. In

like manner, the inhabitants of Philiftia, being caft

into the furnace of affliction, were to be diverted- of

their former flrength and firmnefs of mind, which
was to be exchanged for timidity and terror, joined

with melancholy defpair. The condition of the re-

public in Paleflina mould be reverfed : being depriv-

ed of its former confiftency and {lability, it was to be

reduced to a weak, fluctuating condition, unable any
longer to refift the aflaults of its adverfaries.

—

-.—The
reafon of this diflblution is fubjoined :

For there Jhall comefrom the north aJmoke, and none

jhall be alone in his appointed times. The fmoke w,hicli

mould come out of the north, feems intended to fig-

nify the great AfTyrian army, which was to march
into Paleftine in deep ^columns, and, like fmoke, to

darken the air, by the dull they would raife in their

rapid movements, fo that the figns of their approach
were to be vifible at a great diftance. None Jhall

be alone in his appointed times ; or, as the bifhop of
London tranflates the Hebrew words, " There mall
" not be a (haggler among his levies.'

3 When the ap-

pointed feafon lhould arrive, for collecting and march-
ing the powerful army, here fpoken of, into Paleftine,

the whole troops were voluntarily, and with alacrity, to

engage in the fervice. None mould draggle from the
main body; but all were to march forv/ard with unani-
mity and courage, in the firm expectation of fuccefs-

and victory. You may fee this prophecy beautifully

illuftrated in the forty-feventh chapter of Jeremiah,
where the fame fubjed is treated. Thus have we
contemplated another inftance of what we may have
often obferved, that the time wherein the enemies of
God's people are mod apt to rejoice and triumph,

911 account of flattering appearances in their favour,
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is the feafon in which God is pleafed to write disap-

pointment on their hopes, and to fend defolation

upon their land. This remarkable circumfiance

ought to animate us, who profefs to be his people, to

hope in his mercy, and to truft in his providence.

32 What (hall* one then anfwer the meffen-

gers of the nation ? That the Lord hath founded

Zion, and the poor of his people lhall truit in it.

The fervants of the Mod High are here directed,

what anfwer to give thofe who might be fent to in-

quire into the caufes which contributed to afford them

fafety, whilfl deftruction laid wade the powerful king-

doms of the earth. The prophet, having foretold

the overthrow of the AiTyrian empire, and the defola-

tion of the land of Palestine, naturally fuppofes, that

meffengers would be fent from fome of the furround-

ing nations, either of Moab or Ammon, Egypt or

Tyre, to learn, whence it came to pafs that Judah was

preferved, even when neighbouring kingdoms con-

fpired their deftruction ? and why they, in their turn,

were not alfo overthrown. The inquiry is both na-

tural and curious, and deferves a proper reply. In-

form us, might they fay to the men of Judah, whence
it is, that you are fafe and fecure at home, and re-

nowned abroad, whilfl many powerful kingdoms are

razed to their foundations ? To inquiries of this fort

fome might be infligated by envy, which is a turbu-

lent, inquifitive paffion, accompanied with anxiety

and jealoufy. This remark was exemplified in the

tranfactions which palfed between Sanballat the Ho-
ronite, and Nehemiah theTirfhatha *. The inquiries

which are made concerning the welfare of the church,

doth not always proceed from affection, and a tender

folicitude for their profperity. In fome cafes, they

arife from envy and vexation at the felicity and exat

* See Neh. iv. 1.

tation
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tation of thofe who are contemned and defpifed by
the world around them, who wifh nothing more than

their fubverfion and ruin. Others migh,t be
prompted by timidity. Fear, which is ever folicitous

and inquifuive, is always anxious to be acquainted

with every circumftance relative to its object : though

it is often increafed by the information it receives, it

cannot refrain from diligent fearch. Timorous dif~

pofitions generally incline them who act under their

influence, minutely to inquire into the condition of

thofe of whom they are afraid. When God brought

forth his people out of the land of bondage, thai he

might fettle them in a comfortable flate, the tents of

Cufhan were in affliction ; the curtains of the land of

Midian did tremble #
. When their mouth was filled

with laughter, and their tongue with finging, then

faid they among the Heathen, The Lord hath done
great things for them : they faw them, fo they mar-

velled, they were troubled, they haffed away : fear

took hold upon them there f. Thus envy and fear

induce men to fearch into the condition of the church

of God.
"What fhall one then anfwer the mefTengers fent on

this errand ? What ought one to reply, in fuch an

emergency ? The words (land in the form of an in-

terrogation, which feems intended to give them pecu-

liar force and energy ; and to intimate, that a proper

anfwer ought always, to be in readinefs for thofe who
afk information on this fubject. Confider what reply

you ought to give to thofe who may inquire concern-

ing the difpenfations of divine providence and grace,

in which you are deeply interefted. Though to us,

many of God's ways of righteoufnefs and mercy are

unfearchable, yet ignorance, inattention, and folly,

are frequently the caufes to which we may afcribe the

obfcurity of our apprehenfions concerning them. Ill-

founded prejudices, and disordered affections, unhap-

* See Hab. i;i. f See Pfal. xlriii.

pily
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pily perplex our minds ; and often hinder us from

forming juft fentiments refpecting divine difpenfa-

tions, and from giving proper anfvvers to thofe who
interrogate us on thefe fubjecls. Happy had it bf.tn

for king Hezekiah, and his pofterity, had that prince

given the meffengers, fent to him from Babylon, to

congratulate him on his recovery, a fuitable reply,

and then difmifled them.«——The following words

fugged a proper anfwer to this inquiry

:

The Lord hath founded Zion^ he He eftablifhed

upon its bafis the literal mount Zion, wherein the fo-

lemn exercifes of his worfnip were anciently perform-

ed, fo that it can never be removed. He hath alfo

founded the fpiritual Zion of his church, compre-

hending the holy nation, the peculiar people, the

royal prieflhood, the chofen generation, whom he

hafh fet apart for himfelf. The church is as firmly

founded upon Jefus Chrift, the Rock of ages, as Zion
is eftablifhed upon the broad bafis on which it Hands.

The gates of hell, the adverfe powers of this earth,

(hall never prevail againfl it : the raging of the Hea-
then, and the moving of the kingdoms, fhall not be

able to overthrow it. The Lord, who is wonderful

in counfel, mighty in ftrength, and excellent in work-

ing, hath laid the foundations thereof; the Higheft

hath himfelf eftablifhed them. God is in the midft

of this great, fpiritual building ; he is the refuge and
ftrength thereof: Jefus Chrift is the fure foundation

•which God hath laid, whereupon it is fupported, and
therefore it (hall never be moved. It derives (lability

from the promifes of him who is faithful and true

;

and the arm of Omnipotence hath formed around it

an impregnable defence. This is the proper anfwer

to give to the mefTengers who inquire into the caufes-

of the prefervation, fecurity, and perpetuity of the

church of God. No mention is made of human
power and prudence : nothing is afcribed to the wii-

dom and ftrength of man, to riches, armies, local

fiiuation, or any fuch circumitances. All their fafety

is
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is attributed to Jehovah, whofe difpenfations of pro-

vidence are all defigned to promote the eflablifhment

of his church. Doth a wicked nation profper ? their

profperity fits them for being a rod, to chaflen his

people for their fins, or for affording them fhelter

from their enemies. Is a nation weakened or de-

flroyed ? by this judgment, they may be recompenfed

for the controverfy which they had with Zion. In-

deed the prefervation of the people of God, that they

may ferve and glorify him in the world, is the great

aim of providential difpenfations.

And the poor of his people jhall truji in it. The'

perfons fpoken of, are defcribed as poor, on account

of their mean external condition in the world, their

internal poverty of fpirit, and lowlinefs of mind.

For thefe reafons, this character is often given them

in fcripture : thus faith the Lord, by the prophet Ze-

phaniah, ' I will leave in the midfl of thee an afflicted

* and poor people, and ,they fhall trufl in the name
c of the Lord *. Concerning perfons of this de-

fcription, it is foretold, they fhall trufl in it ; or, as

the Hebrew word fignifies, and is tranflated in the

margin of fome Bibles, they mail refort or retreat,

they fhall betake themfelves to it. This is the

obvious meaning of the wordy in .Pfal. xxxvi. 7.

where the infpired writer affirms, that, on account of

the excellency of God's loving kindnefs, c therefore

* the children of men put their trufl under the fha-

1 dow of thy wings ;' thither they refort for protec-

tion and comfort. From thefe remarks, we may learn

the import of the expreffion before us. Since the

Lord hath founded Zion, and always continues to fup-

port and maintain the interefls of his church, the

poor and needy, among his people, ought for ever to

confide in his power and faithfulnefs, who hath done
this great work, to acquiefce in all his difpenfations,

and to build their faith, hope, and joy, on the fure

* Zeph. iii. 12.

foundation
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foundation which is laid by the Lord God Omnipo-
tent. Since then Jehovah hath thus founded Zion,

and taketh care of the indigent among his people, let

us trull in him for direction and protection, for liber-

ty and peace, with every needful bleffing. Amidft
all the changes and revolutions which bury in ruins

nations and empires, the church of God fhall endure

throughout all ages. No weapon that is formed
againft it fhall ever profper. It is a city founded and
protected, not by human, but by divine power and
providence : its builder and maker is God. It is pre-

pared, by infinite wifdom and love, for the reception

of all who love God's falvation, who are poor in fpi-

rit, and flee thither for protection from impending
calamities, that they may enjoy defirable tranquillity,

facred liberty, and permanent felicity. ' Open to me
4 the gates of righteoufnefs : I will go into them.,
c and I will praife the LordV

* Pfal, cxviii. 19.

Vol. II. M PPvELIML



t 9° ]

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS,

WE have now before us, in this and the follow^

ing chapter4

, the third difcourfe contained in

the fecond part of thefe prophecies, which relates tc*

*he future fortunes of the Moabites. It confifts of

two parts ; the firtt of which is comprehended in this

chapter, and the other in the next, the fixteenth

chapter. It bears the title, or infcription, of c The
' burden of Moab.' The prophet begins by repre-

fenting the direful, impending calamities that were

every where to diftrefs the Moabites, the caufes from

whence they originated, and the mournful confequen-

ces with which they mould be attended. Thefe fruit-

ful topics he difcufles with brevity : and treats them
in fuch a manner as to prelent to the view of God's*

people, the righteous vengeance which the Almighty

was to execute upon their proud and irifolent ene-

mies, who, in the feafon of public calamity^ had
treated them with rigour and harmnefs ; and who, in

contempt of the God of Ifrael, attributed their pro-

fperity to an idol. He endeavours, through the whole
prophecy, to confirm the faith and hope of the righ-

teous in the {lability of the kingdom of the houfe of

David j and teaches them, that the God whom they

ferved, would not fuffer the injuries which they fuf-

tained to pafs linpunifhed. He alfo aims to convince

the Moabites^ who were acquainted with thefe predic-

tions, of their bad treatment of the men of Judah

;

and to call them to repentance, by the falutary ad-*

vices which are fubjoined in the following chapter.

CHAP. XV.

THE burden of Moab. Becauie in the night

Ar of Moab is laid wade, and brought to

filence ; becaufe in the night Kir of Moab is laid

wafte, and brought to iilence.

Moab
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Moab was the name given by Lot's eldeft daughter

to the fon fne had to her father. His pofterity were
called by his name in fucceeding generations, after

they had multiplied, and become a powerful nation.

They foon rofe to considerable rank and importance

among the neighbouring kingdoms, who proved the

inveterate enemies of Ifrael. The wars in which the

Ifraelites were frequently embroiled with the Moabites,

terminated with various fuccefs, in fubferviency to the

purpofes of divine providence. After the death of

Othniel, the fon of Kenaz, the children of Ifrael

feived the king of Moab eighteen years ; and then

Moab was fubdued, under the hand of Ifrael, and the

land had reft fourfcore years *. When Saul, the fori

of Ki(h, had afcended the throne of Ifrael, he fought

againft all his enemies en every fide, among whom
were the Moabites f. Under the reign of David, the

ion of JelTe, that renowned prince fmote the Moabites,

who became his fervants, and brought him gifts
J.

In

the days of Jehofhaphat, king of Judah, the king of

Moab rebelled againft the king of Ifrael, who, calling

Jehofhaphat to his ailiftance, fought againft the

Moabites, and fmote them even in their own country.

They beat down their cities ; they marred the land

with ftones ; they flopped the wells of water, and
felled the good trees. From that period, nothing re-

markable is related concerning them that I recollect,

until the time in which this prophecy was delivered.

The predictions of which it is compofed, leave no
room to doubt, that the Moabites had treated with

great inhumanity and cruelty the Jews and Eph-
raimites, who, in time of national danger and diftrefs,

had fled to their places of ftrength for fafety. Relin-

quifhmg the worfhip of the true God, they early fell

into idolatry, and ferved Chemofh, their abomination.

The country poflefTed by the Moabites was bound-

ed by Arabia on the eaft, by Jordan and the Dead

** Judges iil. 14.— 30. f 1 Sam. xiv. 47, % 2 Sam. viii. 2.

Sea,
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Sea on the weft, by the brook Zered on the fouth,

and by the river Jabbok on the north. In procefs

of time, their territories became more limited. The
Amorites, coming down from the hill-country which

they inhabited, expelled them from their porTeffions,

which were fituated between Jordan and Jabbok.

The children of Ifrael, in their journeys toward the

land of Canaan, paiTed through the coaft of Moab,
having received this exprefs command from God,
* Diftrefs not the Moabites, neither contend with
* them in battleV In this country, Motes, the ce-

lebrated legiflator of Ifrael, departed this life, as it is

written, Deut. xxxiv. 5. < 80 Motes, the fervant of
* the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, accord-
* ing to the wrord of the Lord.' -This prophecy is

inferibed, The burden of Moab, becaufe it contains

heavy tidings, which were np doubt afflicting to our

prophet to deliver, diftrefling to thofe who heard

them, and efpecially grievous to them who were to

feel the crufhing weight of the calamities here fore-

told.

Becaufe in the night Ar of Moab is laidwafle, and
brought to filence. The Hebrew word rendered be*

caufe, feems to intimate, that the defolation of the

chief cities of Moab was to be the reafon of the la-

mentation and weeping defcribed in the next verfes

;

or if tranllated, as it might be, indeed, or tridy> it de-

notes the certainty of the predicted event.

—

'-—Ar is

the firft mentioned city of Moab. It was probably a

very ancient, large, well-fortified, and populous city,

the metropolis of the kingdom, and the feat of govern-

ment. In the night-time, when its inhabitants were
fecure and afleep, having got no intimation of ap-

proaching danger, this flourifhing city was to be fud-

denly and unexpectedly laid wade. It was to be
taken, plundered of its riches, and diverted, ih the

night-feafon, of its inhabitants, who were either to be

* Dent. ii. 9.

put
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put to the fword, or taken prifoners. Thus it mould

be reduced to filence, and cut off, expreffions which

intimate its utter ueuruction. Kir was another

Considerable city of Moab : it was probably the fame

. which is called, chap, xvi, 7. Kir-harefeth ; and, in

ver. 11. of that chapter, Kir-harem. It is called

Kir of Moab, to diftinguifh it from Kir of Affyria,

mentioned by the prophet Amos*, and from Kir in

Media, fpoken of, chap. xxii. 6. of this prophecy.

This city of the Moabites was to lhare the fame fate

with Ar, and mould likewife be laid waffe, and

brought to filence, in the night-time. This mourn-

ful event would greatly increafe the forrow and la-

mentation of the people of Moab.

2 He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, the

high places, to weep : Moab {hall howl over

Nebo, and over Medeba : on all their headsjhali

be baldnefs, and every beard cut off.

The affecting confequences of the predicted de-

flruclion of the cities above mentioned, are here re-

- prefented in a very moving manner. The perfon

fpoken of, feems to have been the king of Moab, at-

tended with the inhabitants of Ar and Kir, who had
efcaped the general devaftation. He and they went
up to Bajith and Dibon, where there were probably

temples, or altars, erected to the god Chemofh, in

which idolatrous worffup was performed to that idol.

There they would bemoan their deplorable condition,

and the heavy loffes which they had fuftained, by the

fudden defolation of their chief cities : they would
afk advice and affiftance from their god, and offer fa-

crifices unto him. Moab Jhall howl over Nebo, and
over Medeba, other two cities in the land, which were
taken, plundered, and defolated. The former might
derive its name from a Hebrew wTord, which fignifies

* Amos i. 5.

1q
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toprophefy ; or from an Arabic word, that denotes emi-

nence. If this conjecture be juft, Nebo imported the

elevated fituation of the place ; or that there the pre-

tended oracles were delivered, by the priefts of the

deities whom they ferved. Not far from this city

flood a mountain of the fame name, from whence
Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, was favoured with a

view of the land of Canaa^i before he died *. The
latter city, Medeba, was fituated by a large plain of

the fame name, mentioned Jofhua xiii. 16. Jofephus

fpeaks of it as a city of Moab, in the time of Alexan*

der |. Though defiroyed at the period to which this

prophecy looked forward, it might afterward have

been rebuilt.—:

—

On all their heads jhall be bqldnefs^

and every beard cut off. The Moabites. who iurvived

the deftruction of their cities, to teilify the greatnefs

of their diftrefs and forrow, according to the cufiom

of the times, were to tear off the hair from their

heads, fo as to make themfelves bald, and to cut off,

or lhave their beards. Hair was anciently elteemed

an ornament ; and therefore when perfons bewailed

the lofs of friends, or other calamities with which

they were vifited, they cut it off, as a token of forrow

and affliction. In reference to this practice, our pro-

phet foretels, that, in the fignificant manner here de°

icribed, the diftrefTed Moabites were to exprefs thei^

grief and anguifh.

3 In their ftreets they fhall gird themfelves.

with fackcioth : on the tops of their houfes, and

in their ftreets, every one iha.ll howl, weeping

abundantly.

How pungent muff, have been the grief of the

Moabites in the day of their calamity ! how affecting

the demonflrations of their forrow, which are here

fpecified! Moab was a proud and haughty people;

* Deut. *xxii. 49, 50. f Antiq. lib., xui. cap. 15,

and
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and therefore we fuppofe, that their drefs correfponded

with their temper and character, and, by its tinenefs

and elegance, would fhew their pride and vanity.

Their profperous condition being reverfed, and ex-

changed for a calamitous ftate, they were not, as for-

merly, to retire into their chambers to put on their

gay attire; but, in the open flreets, and on the tops

of flat-roofed houfes, they mould gird themfelves with

fackcloth, made of the coarfeft materials. The prac-

tice of wearing fackcloth was anciently ufed as a fym-

bol of forrow and diltrefs. The patriarch Jacob put

it on, when he fuppofed that his beloved fon Jofeph

was dead. When famine prevailed in Samaria, the

king of Ifrael put fackcloth on his fkin, below his royal

robes ; and wrhen the people of Nineveh proclaimed a

fad, they put on fackcloth, from the greatefl even to

the leait of them. In like manner alfo did the Moabites

clothe themfelves with this rough, coarfe fort of fluff,

at the time in which this prediction received its ac-

complifhment. In this habit, they howled and wept
abundantly, loudly bemoaning their mifery, and de-

ploring, with tears in great plenty, the afflictive cir-

cumflances to which they were reduced.

4 And Hefhbon fhali cry, and Elealeh : their

voice fhall be heard even unto Jahaz : therefore

the armed foldiers of Moab fhall cry out : his

life fhall be grievous unto him.

The prophet proceeds farther to exhibit the mov-
ing fcenes of diftrefs which he had very aixe&ingly

reprefented in the foregoing verfes. Hefhbon was a

famous city, that flood over againfl Jericho, about

twenty miles diftant from Jordan. Sihon, king of
the Amorites, took it from the Moabites ; who after-

ward re-united it to their poffeffions #
. Elealeh was

another city of Moab, fituated not far from Hefhbon

;

* See Jcr. xlviii. 34. 45.

and
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and is faid to have been built with it, by the children

of Reuben *. The inhabitants of thefe cities were to

cry and lament over the defoiation of their country

with a very bitter and loud lamentation. Their

voice jhall be heard even unto Jaha% ; a frontier-town,

in the border of their land. This circumftance fhews

the great extent of the calamities which the Moabites

were to fuffer at this period, and the grievous mourn-
ing which was to be made on account of their com-
plicated diftreffes. Therefore the armed foldiers of

Moab Jhall cry out, not with fhouts of triumph and

joy, but with fhriekings arifing from anguiih and con-

ilernation, from fear and terror. Not only were the

weak, unarmed inhabitants of Moab to be diitrefled

with timidity and vexation, but even the ftrong, the

ftout-hearted, and thofe prepared for battle, v/ere to

be greatly afflicted and dejected.—»

—

His life Jhall be

grievous unto him. This was to be the lamentable

condition of aimed every one of the Moabites, who
would therefore be ready to prefer death to life itfelf.

5 My heart fliall cry out for Moab, his fugi-

twzs fljallflee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years

old : for by the mounting up of Ltihith with

weeping fhall they go it up : for in the way of

Horonaim, they mail r?ife up a cry of deftruc-

tion.

Deeply affected by a view of the approaching mi-

feries which were to befal the Moabites, Ifaiah here

exprefles the tender companion which he felt for

them. My heartfhall cry out for Moab, in forrowful

(trains, on account of the complicated calamities which,

ere long, fhall feize upon them. The words plainly

intimate, the reality and intenfenefs of the grief and
affliction which his generous heart felt, on contem-

plating, by the fpirit of prophecy, the awful judgments

* Numb, xxxii. 37.

with
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with which the avowed enemies of his country were

to be vifited. In this profpect, he was inwardly and

greatly afflicted. His fugitives jhall flee to Zoar ;

the name of the city to which Lot, the renowned
progenitor of this people, fled, when he efcaped for

his life out of Sodom * : and, in the feafon of public

danger to his pofterity, that city, or one of the fame

name, was to become a place of refort, for fafetv, to

the fugitives of Moab. An heifer of three years old

has, at firft fight, a ftrange appearance in this place.

The words may be intended to exprefs the ftrength

,

and vehemence with which the Moabites would howl
and cry, in their flight, when they were to make a

loud, doleful noife, like the lowing of a heifer. 1 ra-

ther fuppofe, with fome learned men, that the words,

thus tranflated, may fignify the name of another place

befide Zoar, to which the fugitives ran for (helter.

—

For by the mounting up of Luhith with weeping fhall

they go it up. Whether Luhith was a rock, a city, or

fortrefs, it feems to have been fituated on a consider-

able eminence, and the afcent to it was probably very

deep. In climbing their way up, for fafety, the

Moabites were to weep, and bewail the loffes which
they had fu Rained, the riches they had left behind

them, the friends of which they had been bereaved,

and the great dangers to which they were ftill ex-

pofed. Placing their happinefs in the pofTeffion of

worldly good things, having nothing defirable to ex-

pect beyond this prefent life to fupport their minds,

and unable to govern their paffions, they gave way to

immoderate grief; they were dhTolved in tears, they

wept, they cried, they howled. For in the way of
Horonaim, theyfhall raife up a cry ofdeflruclicn. There
were probably two Horons ; the one of which was
called the Upper, and the other the Lower, for the

fake of diflin&ion. The name Signifies caverns ; and
was given to the place becaufe it abounded with caves

* See Gen. xix. 20, 21, 22.

Vol. II. N and
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and dens, wherein people might conveniently hide

themfelves in times or danger. In the way leading to

Horonaim, the cry of deftru&ion was raifed. The

mournful tidings of devaluation made by an enemy,
were loudly publifhed on this road ; and the news of

the diftrefs, which was thereby excited, were fpread

far and near. Thefe cries were, no doubt, accompa-

nied with earned entreaties for affiftance, poured forth

to thofe from whom any relief might be expe&ed.

6 For the waters of Nimrim fhall be defo-

late : for the hay is withered away, the grafs

faileth, there is no green thing.

Thefe words fuggefl fome more reafons for the

weeping and crying, mentioned in the preceding

verfe. Nimrim was either a town fituated near to

fome fine fprings of water, which- were feldom or

never known to fail, or the valley in which thefe wa-

ters took their rife. To increafe the calamities of

Moab, the waters, which were known by this name,

were to become defolate ; the fountains being either

ftopt or marred by the enemy, in their progrefs

through the country, or dried up by a great drought,

which, at the time referred to, was to come upon the

land. The low grounds about Nimrim, that were

commonly covered with grafs, which was made into

hay, were to afTume a very difmal appearance ; the

grafs, and the herbage, with every green thing, were

to wither, infomuch that provifion for cattle was to

become exceeding fcarce, and very difficult to be ob-

tained.

7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten,

and that which they have laid up, fhall < they

carry away to the brook of the willows.

Another ground of lamentation to the Moabites is

defcribed in thefe words, which admit of two inter-

pretations
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pretations that are fomewhat different. Firft, They
may fignify, that the abundance which that people had
acquired, and the treafures which they had amaffed, in

the time of their profperity, were to be carried away,
and fecretly depofited by them near a river, whofe
banks were covered with willows, in order to preferve

them from being feized by their enemies. In this

view, the words fugged what would doubtlefs be one
caufe of forrow and vexation. Secondly, They may
denote, that their enemies, when ravaging the coun*

try, would feize upon their riches and treafures, and
convey them away to the water known at that time

by the name of the Brook of the willows, which ran

between Moab and Babylon, that they might after-

ward, when they mould have more leifure and conve-

nience, carry them to that great city, which was fitu-

ated on the river Euphrates, where willows grew in

vaft numbers. The Moabites being thus deprived of

their bed effects by the Affyrians, would prove to

them another iburce of grief and lamentation.

8 For the cry is gone round about the bor-

ders of Moab : the howling thereof unto Eglaim,

and the howling thereof unto Beer-elim.

Our prophet, having contemplated the feveral

movements of the Moabites, when feized with con-

firmation, and overwhelmed with forrow, now fup-

plies any defect with which his reprefentation might
be attended, by pointing out the univerfality of that

forrow and lamentation which he had in his view.

The cry of dedruction, and the howling, on account
of defolation, fhould not only be heard in the interior

parts of the country of Moab, but was to extend
through all their borders, even to thofe places which
were fituated in the mod remote corners of the land,

iuch as Eglaim and Beer-elim.

9 For
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9 For the waters of Dimon mail be full of

blood : for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions

upon him that efcapeth of Moab, and upon the

remnant of the land.

Another reafon is here fnbjoined, of the mourning
and crying which were delineated in the preceding

verfes, in very ftrong colours. Dimon feems to have

been the name of a river in the land of Moab. whole

waters being mingled
1

with the blood of the flain in-

habitants of that? country, their tafle and colour mould
referable blood.- For 1 will bring more flaughter

and devaluation upon that part of the country : and
that all might know what thofe additional judgments
were which God was to inflict upon that neighbour-

hood, it is added, Lions upon him that efcapeth of
Moab, &c. Thofe who were not flain by the fword

of the enemy, were to be deflroyed by lions, or other

beafls of prey, who would fall upon the remnant who
remained in the land of Moab. Some commentators
have iuppofed, that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, with his army, who is fpoken of as a lion by the

prophet Jeremiah *, was intended by this figurative

defcription. He indeed juflly deferved this character,

on ejecount of his pride, ferocity, and cruelty : and if

he, and his troops, were here meant, the prediction

intimates, that the Moabites, whom Sennacherib,

king of AfTyria, left behind him, fhould be deftroyed

by Nebuchadnezzar. The foretold calamity would
in effect be much the fame, whether the lions were
rapacious animals, or favage men.

Thus have I confidered, in a curfory manner, the

firft part of the prophecy concerning Moab, recorded

in this chapter. Jeremiah hath introduced into his

larger prophecy againit the fame people, contained in

the forty-eight chapter of his book, feveral of Ifaiah's

predictions, by the attentive perufal of which, you

* Jer. iv. 7.

may
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may be aflided in underdanding the burden of Moab.
To that prophecy I refer you for the illuflration of

this fubjecl:, which fuggeds many indructive leflons,

' that I mall not (lay to point out. Permit me to

mention one, by which I hope you will profit, I mean
the great danger that arifes from reproaching and in-

juring the people of God. This feems to have been

one of the fins of Moab, which expofed them to the

awful judgments above written. ' They faid, The
* houfe of Judah is like unto all the Heathen V By
fuch opprobrious language, they blafphemed God,
and calumniated his people : and ' therefore, faith the

* Lord of hods, the God of Ifrael, I have heard the

* reproach of Moab—Surely Moab fhall be as Sodom,

f even the breeding of nettles, and falt-pits, and a
' perpetual defplation f.' This was to be the juft re-

tribution of their pride, and contempt of the inheri-

tance of the Lord. They were mighty men, they had

flrong cities and fortifications
;

yet could they not

prevent the judgments of the Almighty, which they

had incurred, from defolating their land. They were

trodden down as draw is trodden down for the dung-

hil, which makes no refinance to the foot that treads

it. Let us remember, that the people of God are

precious in his fight ; that they are the jewels of the

Lord of hods, his dear children, and the friends of

his beloved Son. Such is his tender regard for them,

that he hath declared, He that toucheth them, touch-

eth the apple of his eye : he fufTers no man to pafs

unpunifhed who doth them wrong
;

yea, he hath re-

proved kings for their fakes. , Would you then avoid

thofe terrible calamities which befel the Moabites?

beware of thofe fins which brought down upon them
fuch awful difplays of the divine difpleafure. Take
heed that you do no harm to any one, particularly to

the fervants of the Mod High. Honour them that

fear the Lord, and edeem them as the excellent ones

* Ezek. xxv. 8. f ^ePh - "• 8 > 9«

of
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of the earth. Do not even unneceflWilv repeat their
faults

;
do not voluntarily exnofe their weakneffes -

and learn to profit by the inftances of their mifcon.
dutt which you raav obferve. This you will find to
be a much better and fafer way, than following thofe
malignant, injurious praftices, whereby many have
brought upon themfelves certain deflruaion.

PRELIMI.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THIS chapter contains the fecond part of the pro-

phecy refpe&ing Moab, wherein the prophet

gives them good and prudent counfel. He points out

the caufes of the judgments which he had foretold,

and directs them to the proper means, by attention to

which they might be greatly alleviated of averted.

On the fuppofition of their proud contempt of the

falutary advices which are given them, he denounces

certain ruin as the inevitable confequence.——He
begins with admonifhing them to perform the duty
which they owed to the king and people of Judah,

that, through the clemency (hewn them, they had for

fome time fhamefuliy omitted, ver. 1.—4. To excite

them to compliance with his advice, he fuggefts a very

powerful motive in ver. 5. He then (hews, that the con-

tempt which they would difcover of thefe good coun-

fels, originated in their pride and haughtinefs, one
principal caufe of thofe dreadful calamities that threa-

tened their deftru&ion, ver. 6, 7, 8. After this, he

pathetically defcribes the mourning and lamentation

to which they mould give rife, ver. 9, 10, 11. The
chapter concludes with the aflurance of the certain

overthrow of Moab within a limited time, ver. 1 2. to

the end.

CHAP. XVI.

Q END ye the lamb to the ruler of the land^ from Sela to the wildernefs, unto the mount
of the daughter of Zion.

In this verfe, the Moabites are required to acknow*
ledge the king of Judah as their fuperior, by paying

him tribute. David, the renowned king of Ifrael,

having
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having conquered the Moabites, they became his

fervants, and brought him gifts, as we read, 2 Sam.
viii. 2. Mefha, king of Moab, paid unto the king

of lfrael an hundred thoufand lambs, and an hundred

thoufand rams, with the wool. After the death of

Ahab, the king of Moab rebelled againft the king of

lfrael *. The revolt was foon followed with great

indignation, and a great flaughter of the Moabites*

who, from that period, probably withdrew the fubfidy.

Our prophet therefore, addrefiing that people, advifes

them to fend the tribute that had been ftipulated, and

which was due to Hezekiah, the ruler of the land,

who was the heir and fucceffor of David in his throne

and kingdom. The words may be rendered, Send

ye the lamb of the ruler of the land ; i. e. Ye people

of Moab, fend the tribute which your ruler oweth to

the king of Judah. From Sela, which fignifies a

rock, and feems to have been the name of a chief

city in the land of Moab—to the wildernefs of Judea,

which was fituated in the way leading from Sela to

Jerufalem, the metropolis of Judea, which was built

upon mount Zion, and inhabited by her children. »

This admonition may fugged to you, my brethren,

the memorable words of Jefus Chrift, ' Render unto
c Cefar the things that are Cefar's, and unto God the

* things that are God's.' Give cuflom to whom cuf-

tom is due ; and faithfully pay to God, the Ruler of

the land, the Governor of the world, that facred

homage which he juflly demands from you. Neglect

not to prefent before him thofe humble acknowledg-

ments, thofe acceptable fervices, that profound adora-

tion, and unlimited fubjeclion, which you have often

promifed, and he expe&s to receive. In this way,

you may hope to efcape threatened calamities, and to

enjoy agreeable tranquillity and fafety.

2 Kings iii. 4, 5.

2 For
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2 For it fhall be that as a wandering bird caft

out of the neft : fo the daughters of Moab fhall

be at the fords of Arnon.

Thefe words clearly ftate the grounds upon which

the preceding advice was founded; viz. the calami-

tous, deflitute condition to which the Moabites were

fuddenly to be reduced. If they mould prove fo

foolifh and ftubborn as to refufe to comply with our

prophet's admonition, fuch was to be their deplorable

and helplefs condition, that it would refemble that of

a bird when deprived of its neft, which, being greatly

affrighted, flies about, not knowing where to go for

fhelter. In like manner, the feeble among the Moab-
ites, after their habitations were deftroyed by the

enemy, uncertain where to flee for fafety, were to

find themfelves in very deflitute circumftance^, at the

fords of the river Arnon, which lay at the boundaries

of their country. Filled with confternation, and not

knowing where to flee from danger, they mould be

reduced to a very pitiable and perplexed condition,

like that of a bird whofe neft is deftroyed. To
•what ftraits and embarraffments doth the fin and folly

of mankind often bring them, efpecially when to this

is added, contempt of good counfel, which, had it

been accepted by the Moabites, they might have en-

joyed external peace, and inward ferenity of mind.

3 Take counfel, execute judgment, make thy

fhadow as the night in the midlt of the noon-
day, hide the outcafts, bewray not him that

wandereth.

What a valuable clufter of excellent advices is con-
tained in thefe words ! Take counfel. If the prophet
here refers to what preceded this admonition, its im-
port will be, Refufe not to comply with the advices

you have received, which, if carried into execution,

will ailuredly be attended with fignal advantages, and
Vol II. O greatly
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greatly contribute to your real welfare. If he had
chiefly in view what follows, its meaning will be, that

the king, the princes, and people of Moab, ought de-

liberately to confult what meafures were mod proper

for them to take, at this critical feafon, for the de-

fence and prefervation of the kingdom. In order to

form a proper decifion on this important fubje£t, it

would be highly expedient, that they maturely confi-

der the matter, and ferioufly attend to preient circum-

ftances. Unto you, O men ! I call : hear efpecially

ye young people : take counfel. c The way of a fool

' is right in his own eyes : but he that hearkeneth
* unto counfel, is wife. Hear counfel, and receive
* inftruclion, that thou may eft be wife in thy latter

* end *.' Diffident of your own judgment, be ever

ready to receive direction from the wife and good,

and thankfully to accept of the falutary advices that

are given you. Execute judgment. Employ your
minds in difcriminating truth from falfehood, and
juftice from injuftice; that which is equitable from
what is bafe and iniquitous. Support, with firmnefs

and conflancy, that which is lawful and laudable;

clearly difcover, by your words and aclions, what are

your real fentiments and defigns. By the meafures

which you adopt, give fatisfying evidence of the

equity of your decilions, that they are di&ated, not

by foolifh caprice, or malevolence and envy, but by
reafon and confcience, humanity and prudence ; and
that you mean to do juftly, and to pay a facred regard

to the great laws of veracity and honefty. This is

an excellent advice, to which you would do well to

take heed, and reduce to practice. It is fuited to

all times, and necefiary to be attended to by every

perfon. It is not enough that we choofe judgment;
having made this wife choice, we ought to follow

whatfoever things are jufl: and honeft, and diligently

to carry them into execution.

* Prov. xli. 15. xix. 20.

Make
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Make thy Jhadow as the night in the midft of the noon-

day. In warm countries, the heat of noon- day is very

intenfe, when the rays of the fun beat vehemently

upon thofe who are expofed to them. This circum-

ftance muft render the benefit of a madow very de-

firable ; and therefore this is promifed, among other

bldfings, to the godly, ' The fun (hall not fmite thee
c by day. The difpleafure of princes, exalted to the

greateft dignity, clothed with majefly and power, ex-

tending its influence to thofe againft whom it is di-

rected, is exprelfed, in fcripture, by the fultry heat of

noon- day. In this figurative fenfe, I fuppofe, the

words before us mud be underitood, denoting the

coniuming, diftrefling heat of perfecution with which
the people might be afflicted, for whofe relief the ma-
dow was to be prepared.- Make thy Jhadow as the

night. The (hadow of the night excludes rhe burn-

ing heat of the fun : it pi events objects from being

feen \ and is fo extended as to conceal all that come
within its reach. By this metaphorical language, our

prophet calls upon the Moabites to hide thofe exiles

that fled to their country for (belter, from violence,

oppreflion, and danger, to fcreen them from tfteit

perfecutors ; and to perform the various ads of hu-

manity, hofpitality, and charity, which might alleviate

their diflrefs. He requires, that they adminifter fuit-

able provifion to the hungry ; that they clothe the

naked ; that they fupport the weak, and perform the

duties of kindnefs and urbanity toward the dejected

and diftrefTed. In few words, he inculcates, on that

haughty and cruel people, the exercife of generofity,

and the love of mankind. -Such feems to be the

import of this excellent advice, to which you, my
brethren, ought carefully to attend. In feafons of

profperity, men commonly have many friends, who
are ready to do them kind offices ; but when poverty

and diflrefs befals them, they often, alas ! withdraw

thofe acts of beneficence which are moil necefiary to

give.
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give eafe under the preffure of affliction. Remember
the words of the wife man, c A friend loveth at all

* times, and a brother is born for adverfity V That is

the time in which acts of kindnefs are mod acceptable

and ufeful ; and we are born for the very purpofe of

relieving and comforting our afflicted and injured

brethren.

Hide the outcafls^ bewray not him that ivandereth.

In the country of Moab there were many caverns,

where perfons might take refuge from thofe who ha-

raffed them, and hunted after them with hoflile in-

tentions. To thefe caves and dens, in time of dan-

ger, many of that people, and fome from other na-

tions, particularly from among the Ifraelites, reforted

for fafety. Elimelech, and his wife Naomi, in the

time of fcarcity in their own country, went into the

land of Moab until the famine had ceafed. David,

when perfecuted by Saul, brought his father and mo-
ther to the king of Moab, until he mould fee what

God would do for him. And, in after-times, when
the kingdom of Judah was dittrefied by their ene-

mies, not a few of that people fled to the land of

Moab, whom the Moabites ungeneroufly brought

forth from their lurking places, and delivered up to

the hands of them that fought their life. The pro-

phet therefore, with great propriety, directs them to

hide the outcafls, who were obliged to flee from their

own country, to feek for that fafety in a foreign land

which they could not find at home. Allow them to

hide themfelves in places where they may enjoy a fafe

retreat from danger, afford them an agreeable afylum,

entertain them with kindnefs, and protect, them from

the hoftiie power of their enemies. Do not difcover

to thofe who would injure them where they lie con-

cealed ; and, on no account whatfoever, betray them

into the hands of thofe who feek their life.

* Prov. xviJ. 17,

4 Let
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4 Let mine outcafts dwell with thee, Moab,

be thou a covert to them from the face of the

fpoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the

fpoiler ceafeth, the oppreflbrs are confumed out

of the land.

The generous conduct recommended in the fore-

going verfe, is here enforced by a powerful considera-

tion. The outcafts, whom our prophet particularly

intended, and to whom he claimed protection from

Moab, were thofe who were expelled from the land

of Judah, and fled to them for covert from the face

of the fpoiler, when their own country was to be in-

vaded by their enemies. Thefe he required them, in

a fpecial manner, to treat with lenity and hofpitafky,

and to permit them to enjoy undifturbed rendence in

their territories——for this good reafon, The extor-

tioner is at an end, the fpoiler ceafeth, &c. What is

here affirmed was literally accomplilhed, when the

power of AfTyria, by which the land of Judea had

been fpoiled, oppreffed, and confumed, was deilroyed

by the righteous vengeance of the Almighty. The
certain profpect prefented to the Moabites, of that im-

portant predicted event, mould have effectually deter-

mined them to comply with the falutary advice con-

tained in the preceding verfe, and repeated in the

firft part of the one before us. When that great em-

pire, which had ditturbed and molefted the nations of

the earth, mould be overthrown, the kingdonvof Ju-

dah was to rife to importance and glory, fo as to be

highly refpecled by the neighbouring ftat'es. In this

view, it was the unqueftionable duty and intereft of

Moab, to treat the exiles of Judah with tendernefs and

compaffion, to avoid every thing that might incur

their difpleafure, and to do every thing that tended

to conciliate their favour and friend (hip.— In the

event to which this prophecy primarily referred, we
behold an inftructive reprefentation of a (till more
glorious conqueil over the great fpoiler and oppref-

for
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for of mankind, who hath diftreffed them by his

grievous yoke, to be accomplifhed by the breath of

God's mouth, and the brightnefs of his coming, when
he (hall deftroy them that destroyed the earth. Did
you believe as you ought, that this interefting period

is fafl approaching, you would not, in the fmalleft

degree, injure thofe whofe wrongs the Son of God
will then avenge, who will render tribulation and
wrath to them that trouble them.

5 And in mercy mall the throne be eftablifh-

ed, and he mall fit upon it in truth, in the taber-<

nacle of David, judging and feeking judgment,

and halting righteoufnefs.

Thefe words fuggeft a powerful motive to induce to

the diligent performance of the duties which our pro^

phet had inculcated in the foregoing verfes. The
throne which he had more immediately in view, was,

that of Hezekiah, king of Judah, which, in fome
refpedts, was typical of the far more glorious and
eternal throne of the MelTiah. This throne, the en-

fign of majefty and authority, whereon Hezekiah wag
feated, mould be eflablifhed, after the abolition of the

oppreffive, adverfe power whereby it h^d been often

affaulted, fo that none of its enemies would be able9
by their ftrongeft efforts, to fhake the firm founda-

tions upon which it refted. It was to be confirmed

and perpetuated in mercy ; the great mercy of God
promifed to the patriarch David, to whom the Lord
faid, ' His feed mail endure for ever, and his throne
* as the fun before me *'—in the mercy and clemency

of that illuftrious prince, difplayed among his fub-

jects—and by the duties of mercy, beneficence, and
charity, which were to be pra&ifed by the people.

And be Jhall fit upon it in. truth ; according to the

truth ofJehovah, pledged in his faithful promifes made

* Pfal. Ixxxi'x. 36.

to
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1

to his fervant David, concerning his family and king-

dom ; and in the exercife of truth and integrity of heart,

as to which this pious prince appealed to God, in the

profpect of death : ' Remember now, O Lord, I be-
4 feech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth,
c and with a perfect heart, and have done that which
c

is good in thy fight *.' In the tabernacle ofDavid*

By which feems to be intended, the palace belonging

to the kings who defcended from that illuftrious hero,

called by him, ' The tabernacle of his houfe f.' The
reftoration of this houfe, after its decay, was foretold

in thefe words, by the prophet Amos :
6 In that day

* will I raife up the tabernacle of David that is fallen,

* and clofe up the breaches thereof; and I will raife

f up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of
6 old

J.'

Judging, &c. Three things are mentioned in the

following words, which were to occupy the attention

of the prince whofe throne was to be eftablifhed. The
firft is, judging ; deciding, with the utmoll impartia-

lity, and without refpecl: of perfons, on the various

caufes that might be brought before him for his de-

termination. And feeking judgment. The expref-

fion denotes, that the prince, who is the fubjed of
this prophecy, in pronouncing fentence upon the par-

ties who were to be fifted at his tribunal, would per-

form his royal function with the utmoft attention and
afliduity, accurately inquiring into the conditions of

his people, and carefully inveftigating the circumftan-

ces relative to every matter on which he was to deli-

ver his judgment. And hajling righteoufnefs : tak-

ing care that all his decifions mould be executed with

the greateft difpatch and alacrity, that righteoufnefs,

like the mighty waters, might fpeedily run its courfe

through all his dominions. Caufes brought for judg*

ment mould not be protracted
;

juftice mould not be
delayed ; fentences mould not be deferred ; nor was

* Ifaiah xxxvili. 3. f Pfal. cxxxii. 3. % Amos ix. 11.

the
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the execution of them to be retarded.- Thefe pre-

dictions were remarkably verified in Hezekiah, king

of Judah, who is represented, in fcripture, as having

been one of the beft kings that ever reigned over the

pofterity of Ifrael :
' After him was none like him

* among all the kings of judah, nor any that were
* before him*/ He was eminently remarkable for

his (Irong attachment to truth, juftice, and righteouf-

nefs, and other virtues which give dignity to a prince,

as is abundantly evident from the hiftory of the Old
Teftament. After the wonderful deftruclion of Sen-

nacherib's army, his throne was eftablifhed according

to this prediction ; he was refpecled by his fubjecls,

and honoured by neighbouring nations.

What is here affirmed concerning the throne of

Hezekiah, may be juflly applied, and indeed mod
properly belongs, in a much higher fenfe, to the king-

dom of Jefus Ghrift. This is a circumftance which
will be contemplated with real pleafure by all who
love him in fincerity. In his kingdom, to which, I

fuppofe, Ifaiah looked forward by the fpirit of pro-

phecy, the foregoing predictions receive a fpirit ual

aecomplifhment, as their ultimate completion. To
the Mefliah, a throne is given ; and this throne is

eflabliihed in mercy and grace, as it is written,

Prov. xx. 28. c Mercy and truth preferve the king,
* and his throne is upholden by mercy.' It is there-

fore emphatically ftyled, by the writer of the Epiftle

* to the Hebrews, ' The throne of grace ;' from
whence he difpenfes to his people, with the utmofl

generofity and liberality, the moil valuable blef-

fings. Upon this throne he fits, who is perfectly

free from all guile and difFi nidation ; who is truth

itfelf, an-* in whom the predictions delivered by the

prophets receive their fulfilment. He is enthron-

ed in the true and heavenly tabernacle, which the

Lord, and not man, hath built, where he reigns

as
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as King over his church for ever. Judging; fearch-

iiig into the caufes that are laid before him ; determi-

ning with confummate equity, and the utmoft difpatch,

all the matters relative to his kingdom. ' Juftice and
' judgment are the habitation of his throne: mercy
' and truth fhall go before his faceV As Jefus

Chrift, who mould arife from Judah, was to abolifh

all oppreflion and iniquity by his regal power, our
prophet naturally fuggefts the properties of his throne

and government as a powerful argument to convince

the Moabites, into whofe hands this prophecy might
fall, that compliance with the above advices was the

bed way that they could take to mitigate, if not pre-

vent, the calamities with which they were threatened,

and to acquire the favour of the prince, whofe throne

he defcribed. Let the children of Zion be joyful

in their King, whofe throne is for ever and ever; and
who himfelf is juft and righteous, meek, and having

falvation; Though, by your fubjection to him, you
may not enjoy worldly riches or honours, but may be
expofed to poverty and contempt, you (hall have

peace of confcience, divine protection, and eternal

life in the fociety of angels, and a crown of glory

that fadeth not away,

6 % We have heard of the pride of Moab,
(he // very proud) even of his haughtinefs, and

his pride, and his wrath ; but his liesJhall not be

ib.

In thefe words, the reafon is pointed out why the

foregoing advices would be rejected by the Moabites.

This was no other than the pride and haughtinefs of

that people, which flirred them up againft the Jews,
and made them flatter themfelves with the hopes of

long-continued profperity. Several caufes might con-

tribute to cherifli the natural vanity of their minds,

* Pfal. lxxxix. 14.

Vol.il P
,

for
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for which, as a people, they were very remarkable.

Among thefe, may be reckoned their flrong cities, and
fortified places, which feemed to promife them fecu-

rity from danger, and the friendfhip of AfTyria, with

whom they were probably at this time allied, fo that

they had little to fear from that quarter. On thefe,

and other accounts, they were greatly elated with

pride. Of this unhappy temper which prevailed

among the Moabites, our prophet, his countrymen

the Jews, and the neighbouring nations, had" often

heard. It was generally known, and acknowledged

as a true report, that Moab was very proud. Pride

and haughtinefs reached their highefl fummit among
that people ; and, as frequently happens, they were

accompanied with wrath and indignation againd thofe

who prefumed to dictate to them, to give them ad-

vice, or to oppofe them in their fentiments and in-

tereils. His lies Jhall not be fo ; or, His lies are

vain, and to no purpofe, as the words may be tranf-

lated. The Moabites had among them diviners, who
prophefied to them falfe things, whereby they were
dreadfully deluded and impofed upon. In the end,

all thefe divinations were to prove vain and fruitlefs,

and then they would be undeceived. Our prophet,

forefeeing the rejection of his counfel, foretels what
would be the certain confequences of their pride and
obftinacy, which he immediately proceeds to repre-

fent.

7 Therefore fhall Moab howl for Moab, every

one fhall howl : for the foundations of Kir-

harefeth fhall ye mourn, furely they are ftricken.

In this and the following verfe, the calamities are

defcribed which were to be inflicted on the Moabites,
for defpifing the good advices which were given
them. One part of the inhabitants of Moab were
to howl and lament over the miferies which were fuf-

tained by the other : diftrefs and forrow was to fpread

like
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like a contagion through the whole land, until they

became fo general, that every one would mourn and
howl. For the foundations of Kir-harefeth, &c.

This feems to have been the name of a confiderable

city in the land of Moab ; and was probably the very

fame place that was called Kir, in the beginning of

this prophecy. The foundations of this city were

to be ftricken, which would give rife to the mourning

here foretold. The word tranftdited foundations, figni-

fies alfo, bottles, flaggons, or large vej/els, wherein li-

quor is kept ; which is perhaps the preferable fenfe

here, it being more natural to fay, that foundations

are deftroyed, and that vellels are ftricken. To this

interpretation I am the rather inclined, as, in the be-

ginning of next verfe, the vine of Sibmah is mention-

ed, which would require many large veiTels to contain

its fruits. Thefe veiTels being ftricken and broken,

would give occafion to lamentation and forrow, efpe-

cially when taken in conjunction with what follows

}n the next verfe.

8 For the fields of Hefhbon languiih, and

the vine of Sibmah, the lords of the Heathen

have broken down the principal plants thereof,

they are come even unto Jazer, they wandered

through the wildernefs, her branches are ftretch-

ed out, they are gone over the fea.

Hefhbon was the name of a city in Moab, which

was furrounded with vineyards, very fruitful fields,

and rich pafture-grounds. At the time to which this

prophecy referred, the fields fituated in the vicinity

of this city languished, and loft the beautiful, luxuri-

ant appearance wrhich they were wont to aiTume, be-

caufe a fufficient number of hands were not left to

cultivate and improve them, the people being either

engaged in military fervices, or having fled before the

enemv, or already waited by flaiighter. The vine
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of Sibmah, &c. Though this place is feldom men-
tioned in fcripture, it appears, from what is here faid,

that it was renowned for the excellent vines which it

produced. When this prediction was fulfilled, they

were in a languishing date ; the enemies of Moab,
called the Lords of the Heathen, having plucked up the

bed plants, and broken off the branches, and carried,

them to Jazer. The land of Jazer, which is faid to

have been about fifteen miles from Helhbon, was

pitched on by the Reubenites and Gadites, as a pro-

per place for feeding cattle ; and therefore they re-

quefled Mofes and Eleazar, and the princes of the

congregation, that it might be given to them for a

pofTefTion *. The wines of Hefhbon and Sibmah,

having been in high reputation among the princes and

great men of neighbouring nations, vines of the fpe-

cies which grew in thefe places, were propagated not

only over all the land of Moab, but cions of them wrere

fent over feas into foreign countries. And, at the

period to which our prophet looked forward, when
this prediction mould be verified, thefe vines were to

be almofl totally demolifhed, and left in an unculti-

vated condition ; and many of them were to be dif-

perfed through the wildernefs of Moab. Striking

proofs of the deplorable, forlorn ftate of that king-

dom!

9 1f Therefore I will bewail with the weeping
of Jazer, the vine of Sibmah : I will water thee,

with my tears, O Hefhbon, and Elealeh : for the

ihouting for thy fummer-fruits, and for thy har-

veft, is fallen.

Our prophet, contemplating the calamities which
he had predicted, in his own name, and perfonating

the Moabites, declares what was his own determina-

tion; and what would be their conduct, in the time

* Numb, xxxii. I. eifeq.

of
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of their diftrefs. 1 will bewail, with tears of for-

row, and bitter lamentations, the defolation of the

fields of Hefhbon, and the vines of Sibmah. With

the weeping ofjazer; with thofe ftrong exprefnons of

forrow that the inhabitants of that place had mourned
over fome great lofs, or to which their deftruction

had given rife. / will water thee, Heflobon, and
Elealeh, with my tears, which fhall flow in fuch abun-

dance, as to moiften fome of thy neglected fields and
vineyards. For the Jhouting, kc. When the people

of Moab were employed in gathering the fummer-
fruits, in collecting the vintage, and reaping their

harveft, they enlivened and encouraged each other by
joyful acclamations. In this manner they might
amufe themfelves at proper feafons, and be thereby

excited to proceed in their work with greater alacrity

and pleafure. Thefe loud and joyful fhouts were to

fall low, and ceafe. All their mirth and feftivity were

to be laid afide ; and the whole joyous fcene exhibited

in the feafons of grape-gathering, and reaping the

corns, was to be reverled in the land of Moab, and
to be fucceeded by defolation and mourning.

10 And gladnefs is taken away, and joy out

of the plentiful field, and in the vineyards there

fhall be no finging, neither fhall there be fhout-

ing : the treaders fhall tread out no wine in their

preffes ; I have made their vi/ttage-ftiQutrng to

ceafe.

The Moabites were accuftomed to reap their luxu-

riant crops with much joy and gladnefs, and to gather

the grapes of their vineyards with finging and fhout-

ing. Being worldly men, who had their portion in

this prefent life, and the fruits of the vine and of the

field being of all others the moft excellent and va-

luable, they had no greater joy than that which they

felt on thefe occafions. Our prophet therefore, in

describing the calamities with which they were to be
vifited,
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vifited, on account of their incorrigible tranfgreffions,

fuits the reprefentation to the prevailing fentiments of
that people. As they placed their chief happinefs in

the things of this world, he declares, that the defla-

tion which they would greatly lament, mould arife

from their being deprived of worldly abundance, and
the joy wherewith the porTeflion of it was accompa-
nied. The whole prediction before us, delivered

in language greatly diversified, plainly intimates, that

the time wras then faft approaching, when the mife-

ries that were coming upon Mcab, would deprive

them of all the joy and gladnefs, the finging, fhout-

ing, and fcflivity, which they had hitherto enjoyed

in profperity.- That fo great were to be the fore-

told calamities with which the land mould be vifited,

that forrow and anguifh, weeping, howling, and la-

mentation, mould be fubftituted in their place, and
prevail as univerfalJy among the inhabitants, in the

time of their diftrefs, as the oppofite practices had
done in happier days.

1 1 Wherefore my bowels mail found like an

harp for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-^

harefh.

Ifaiah, with his accuftomed elegance, pathetically

defcribes the tender, painful emotions which he would
feel, on account of the diftrefies of Moab. Thefe

compaffionate feelings he illuflrates by a beautiful

Similitude. My bowels jhallfound like a harp, which
is a mufical instrument, the firings of which being

extended, preffed with the hand, and touched with

the fingers, emits a pleafant, melodious, grave found.

In like manner, when the inward parts are diStended

with grief, when the animal fpirits are depreffed, and
the bowels are moved, the heart, thus oppreffed and
overcharged, feeks relief in fobs and Sighs, which
form a found, in fome refpects, like a mournful

tune. Similar expreffions with that now before us

frequently
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frequently occur in fcripture *. The words import,

that our prophet's bowels were to be fenfibly touched

by the calamities of Moab, and his inward parts fo

ftrongly moved by the diftreffes of Kir-harefh, as to

produce a mournful, affecting found, expreflive of his

poignant forrow.

12 If And it mall come to pafe, when it is

feen that Moab is weary on the high place, that

he fhall come to his fanctuary to pray, but he

mall not prevail.

The unfuccefsful attempt of the Moabites, to efcape

the foretold defolation, is here ftrongly depicted.

After the above-mentioned threatened judgments had

become vifible, by their execution on Moab, that

people were to become weary of the high place to

which they had reforted, that they might facrifice to

their gods on altars, which were commonly erected

on places of eminence, that they might weep before

them, and implore their affiftance. Having wearied

themfelves in vain in the fervice of their idols, their

cries, lamentations, and facrifiees, having accompliih-

ed no valuable purpofe, they would defiit from thefe

practices, and take another courfe. He flail come

to his fancluary to pray, but be Jkall not prevail. The
Moabites fatigued with fruitlefs expedients, which

hitherto had produced no good effect, they would re-

pair to Jerufalem, where was the fanctuary of the

God of Ifrael, that they might fupplicate relief from
diftrefs, and his merciful interpofition in their behalf.

But they fhall not prevail : they fnall not be able to

reach the fanctuary of the Lord, being prevented by
their enemies ; and, though fome of them might get

there, they fhall not prevail with God to obtain de-

liverance, who had determined, for juit reafons, to

afflict them in the manner foretold. The words

* Job xxx. 27. Jer. iv. 19.

admit
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admit of another interpretation. Almoft every nation

anciently had their fan&uaries, as well as their altars

and gods, fo that Moab might alfo have a fan&uary.

Having betaken themfelves without fuccefs to the altar,

and there in vain invoked their idols, they would en-

ter into the principal fanctuary or temple, wherein

was placed the image of their god Cheinofh, and there

pour out prayers to him for aftiftance and deliverance*

But they mail not prevail. This expedient was not

to be attended with any good effect, nor were they to

obtain by it any valuable advantage. This was the

lad fhift of the Moabites, when conflicting with va-

rious calamities ; they cried to their god for that re^

lief which they could not obtain. Thus did they

experience the vanity of their foolifli and abfurd fu per-

dition, and the utter infufficiency of their idols to

deliver them from mifery. -In the temper and con-

duct of Moab, we fee a lively image of our own foolifli

temper and conduct. The Lord God, by his fervants,

hath denounced the mod awful threatenings again (I

us, as the juft defert of our tranfgreflions, the execu-

tion of which (hall be followed with weeping, wail-

ing, and gnafhing of teeth. That we may efcape

thole terrible judgments to which we have expofed

ourfelves, he hath been graciouily pleafed to give us

the mod: falutary advices, pointing out how we may-

avoid deferved calamities, and become his faithful

fubjects, whofe throne is eftablifhed in mercy. By
defpifmg his good counfel, we (hall incur the dread-

ful effects of his difpleafure, from which human wif-

dom and power cannot poflibly extricate us. Let us

then learn inftruction from the obflinacy and pride of

Moab, and diligently beware that we harden not our

hearts againfl his fear, nor reject his counfel againft

ourfelves. ' Hear inftruction, be wife, and refufe it

13 This is the word that the Lord hath fpo

ken concerning Moab fmce that time,

The
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The prophecy concludes with a folemn afiurance

of its divine authority, and certain accomplifhment

within a limited time. This which you have now
heard, is the difcourfe which lfaiah delivered con-

cerning the defolation of Moab. This, faith he, is

the word that the Lord hath fpoken ; the true fay-

ings of God, and not of man, and therefore they

(hail certainly be fulfilled in their feafon. ' God is

-' not a man, that he fhould lie, nor the fon of man,
' that he mould repent ; hath he faid, and mall he
* not do it ? or hath he fpoken, and fhall he not
f make it good. Behold, I have received command-
* ment to fpeak ; and he hath fpoken, and I cannot
' reverfe it *.' He abideth faithful ; he cannot deny
himfelf : the united oppofition of earth and hell can-

not fruilrate his defigns, nor prevent him from exe-

cuting his promifes and threatenings. This much
the Lord fpake concerning Moab long ago, or fince

the time in which that people became the fubjecl: of

prophecy. Or the words may be rendered, This is

that word which the Lord then fpake concerning

Moab ; namely, in the year King Ahaz died. Ac-
cording to this interpretation, the expreffion may
ferve to afcertain the date of this prophecy, which
hath the time of its accomplifhment fixed in the fol-

lowing verfe.

&14 But now the Lord hath fpoken, fayin^

Within three years, as the years of an hireling,

and the glory of Moab fhaii be contemned, with

all that great multitude ; and the remnant fidall

be very fmall and feeble.

At the time wherein God was pleafed to reveal his

mind to our prophet, he thus fpake, Within three

years, as the years of an hireling, he. The words may
denote, that from the time of the delivery, until the

* Numb, xxiii. 19, 20.

Vol. II. (^ fulfilment
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fulfilment of the prophecy, was to be exactly three

years; or, that from the period in which the accomplifh-

ment of the predictions commenced, until all the glory

of Moab mould be treated with contempt, was to be
precifely three years. As the years of an hireling?

who labours, during a fet time, for a ftipulated re-

ward. As foon as the time agreed upon is expired,

which is commonly reckoned with the greateft accu-

racy, and his engagements are performed, his wages
are demanded. The years of an hireling are often

troublefome and vexatious, through the toil, weari-

nefs, and forrow, which he is obliged tp endure. By
this fimilitude, therefore, is reprefented the affliction

and diflrefs to which the Moabites were to be fub-

jected during this period, and the precife length of

time which was to elapfe, from the delivery to the ac-

complifhment of the prophecy, when—

—

The glory

of Moab Jhall be contemned? with all that great multi-

tude? &c. The glory and multitude of Moab, con-

fided in the ftrength and number of their cities, their

inhabitants, and their foldiers, with all the riches and
opulence whereof they beaded. All their flrength

and magnificence were foon to be confidered as infig-

nificant, and defpifed by the armies which were to at-

tack, invade, and conquer them.— And the remnant

Jhall be veryfmall and feeble* The few who were to

efcape the general devaftation, deprived of their

wealth, driven from their habitations, and enfeebled

by fatigue and hardfhips, were to become weak and
languid. This prophecy having been publifhed,

according to my fuppofition, at the fame time with

the former, in the year king Ahaz died, when the

Jews much needed the friendly offices of the Moab-
ites, it muff have been fulfilled in the third year of

Hezekiah's reign, after the death of his father, when
Salmanezer, king of Affyria, went on an expedition

againft the Ephraimites, affaulted the Moabites, and
{leftroyed their cities. Being fo clofely connected

wth the fpeedy accomplifhment which it received, it

would
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would afford a finking proof of the divine infpiration

of our prophet to his cotemporaries, who attended to

predi&ions, and their correfponding events. To us
who enjoy the evidence for the truth of divine revela-

tion, which, inftead of being diminifhed through
length of time, is daily increafing, every new accom-
plifhment of prophecy gives a new atteftation to its

facred authority, and ought to confirm our faith in

what is therein declared.

PRELIMI.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE fourth difcourfe contained in the fecond

part of thefe prophecies, is recorded in this and

the following chapter. In the chapter now before us,

the prophet treats of the future fortunes of the Sy-

rians, who were joined in alliance with Ephraim, for

the purpofe of invading Judah, and befieging Jerusa-

lem. He ihews, that, ere long, Damafcus, which was

the capital of Syria* fhould be totally deftroyed, and

the kingdom, of which it was the metropolis, fhould

be abolifhed. —That, at the fame time, the kingdom
of Ephraim was, by a great defeat, to be deprived of

its ftrength and beauty. To thefe predictions are

fubjoined a noble defcriprion of the formidable inva-

fion, and fudden overthrow of Sennacherib, king of

Affyria, exactly correfponding with the event. By
this prophecy, the Almighty hath clearly fhewn, that

all thofe, however powerful they may be, who endea-

vour to vex and injure his people, mall, in the end,

be difappointed, and fuffer his righteous vengeance.

—

The whole difcourfe may be diftributed into four

parts. The firfl announces the fixed determination

of the Mod High refpe&ing Damafcus, ver. i. 2, 3.

The fecond declares the decree which he had formed

concerning the Ephraimites, ver. 4.— 11. The third

unfolds his purpofe as to the Aifyrians, ver. 12, 13, 14.

The lad foretels the overthrow of the AfTyrian army,

chap, xviii. which is ordered to be publifhed to the

whole world.

CHAP. XVII.

THE burden of Damafcus. Behold, Damaf-
cus is taken away from being a city, and

it dial! be a ruinous heap.

Damafcus,
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Damafcus, which was the metropolis of the king-

dom of Syria, was fituated in a rich plain, upon the

river Chryforchoas, about one hundred and forty

miles fouth from Jerufalem, and nearly as far north

from Antioch. It is perhaps the mod ancient city in

the known world, being mentioned as exifting in the

days of the patriarch Abraham *
; and is faid to have

been one of the mod delightful places on the earth.

The adjacent country is famous for the great abun-
dance of plants, flowers, and fruits, of almod every

kind, which it produced. Though, in the revolution

of ages, it hath been aiTaulted and defolated, and fuf-

fered many changes, it it ill remains in exidence*

Whild larger and dronger cities have periihed, and
been buried in ruins, it is dill refpected on account

of its riches. In procefs of time, this city became
the metropolis of the kingdom of Syria : between
which, and the poderity of Ifrael, there were almoft

continual wars, which originated from different

caufes, and terminated with various fuccelTes ; and
therefore an infpired writer remarks, as an uncom-
mon circumdance, that three years elapfed without

war between Syria and Ifrael f. Among the kings of

Syria, three are mentioned in the facred hidory, who
grievouily vexed and didreiTed the Ifraelites ; namely,
Benhadad, Hazael, and his fon Benhadad. Though
Judah lay at a greater didance from Syria than the

Ephraimites, they v/ere often at variance with each

other. Thefe animofnies and differences fometimes"

iffued in favour of the one nation, and fometimes in

favour of the other, according as the Almighty was
pleafed to order, for carrying forward the defigns of

his all-wife providence. Rezin, who now fat upon
the throne of Syria, inflamed with the defire of srati-

tying his ambition and revenge, having joined in con-

federacy with Pekah, king of Ifrael, meditated the

deftruction of Jerufalem. Being afterward vanquished

* Gen. xv. 2. f 1 Kings xxii. I.

and
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and flain by Tiglath-pilefer, king of Aflyria, the

future fortunes of Judah were intimately conne&ed

with this event. Attention to thefe circumitances

may aflift you in understanding the following predic-

tions.

The prophecy which we are now to confider, bears;

the infcription of the Burden of Damafcus. This

title was probably affixed to it, either by Ifaiah him-

fclf, or by fome facred writer, who tranferibed thefe

difcourfes, and digefted them into the order in which

they now (land. It juftly deferves the name of the

J3urden, as it contains awful denunciations of the

very grievous calamities which' were to be inflicted

upon the city Damafcus, and the kingdom whereof

it was the capital. The prophet begins by fore-

telling the total overthrow of this opulent city : Da-

mafcus is taken awayfrom being a city, and itJhall be a

ruinous heap. So certain was this remarkable event,

and fo foon was it to take place after the delivery of

this prediction, that it is fpoken of as if it had been

already accomplifhed. Its riches are defpoiled ; its

walls are dernolifhed ; its magnificent buildings are

thrown uown ; its inhabitants are taken captive or

flain, or fled from the enemy; in confequence of

which, it is become a ruinous heap of flones and

rubbiih.

2 The cities of Aroer are forfaken ; they fhall

be for flocks which fliall lie down, and none

fhall make them afraid.

Another inftance of the defolation which was to

be made, at the time of fulfilling this prophecy, is

here mentioned. Aroer was the name of a confider-

able city, fituated on the river Arnon, once in the

poffefHon of the Amorites, and afterward given by

Mofes to the Reubenites and Gadites, as part of

their inheritance. From them it had been taken by

the Syrians, in whofe hands it feems to have been at

this
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this time *. The leffer cities around it, were called

the cities of Aroer, as the cities in the neighbour-

hood of Heihbon, were named the cities of Heihbon f

.

Thefe populous towns, deferted by their inhabitants,

were to become folitary places, in which flocks of

cattle were to lie down without any fear of difturb-

ance. So great was to be the defolation here fore-

told, that the condition of the country mould be

entirely reverfed from its former populous, improv-

ed ftate.

3 The fortrefs alio fhall ceafe from Ephraim,

and the kingdom from Damafcus, and the r-j:n-

nant of Syria : they fhall be as the glory of the

children of Ilrael, faith the Lord of hofb.

The calamities here foretold, were to extend both

to Ephraim and Syria.—-—By the fortrefs of Ephraim
might be meant, the city Samaria, which was the

metropolis of that kingdom, and probably their bed
fortified city, on the itrength of which they greatly

depended in times of danger. This fortrefs, with

their other ftrong holds, were to ceafe from afford-

ing them any protection, and to be taken from the

ll'raelites, who were to be carried captive by their

enemies. This event the prophet Micah exprefsly

foretold in the following words :
' Therefore I will

' make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plant-

* bigs of a vineyard ; and I will pour down the {tones
4 thereof into the valley, and 1 will difcover the

* foundations thereof
J.'

And the kingdom from Da-

mafcus. Damafcus was the chief city of Syria, and

the royal refidence of their kings. From this city

and nation the kingdom was to ceafe : it was no
longer to be a feparate kingdom by itfelf, but hence-

forward to be fubjecl to foreign powers. The chief

cities of Ephraim and Syria, Samaria and Damafcus,

f See 2 Kings x. 13. f Joftiua xiii. 17. \ Micah i. 6,

were
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were no longer to retain their former importance and
grandeur, but to fink into obfcurity, or to be buried

in ruins. They Jhall be as the glory of the children

of lfrael, faith the Lord of ho/is. The glory of the

children of lfrael, of which I had occafion to fpeak,

when treating of chap. x. 3. might comprehend ail

that was efteemed excellent and valuable by that

people ; their religious inftitutions, their military

forces, their liberty and profperity, their princes and
refpe&able men. The prediction imports, that the

remnant of Syria mould fhare the fame fate with the

glory of lfrael. Their kingdom was to be deflroyed ;

their ftrong cities were to be demolifhed ; their bed
citizens were to be fpoiled of their riches and dignity,

and carried away captives into a foreign land. As,

thefe two powers of lfrael and Syria had united in

hoftile defigns againft Judah, fo they were to partici-

pace in the fame, or very fimilar calamities, as the

juft retribution of their daring prefumption. t-Tq
give certainty and effect to thefe predictions, it is ad^

ded, Saith the Lord of ho/Is.

—

—This prophecy feems

to have received its accomplifhment in the third or

fourth year of Ahaz, when Tiglath-pilefer, king of

Affyria, went up againft; Damafcus, and took it, and
carried the inhabitants captives to Kir, and ilew Rezin.

Though after that period Damafcus be often mention-

ed, another city feems to be intended than that which

was anciently the capital of Syria, which kingdom
was never more re-e(lahiimed in its former power and
grandeur. -From this prophecy, we deduce a clear

proof of our prophet's divine infpiration, and that he

ipake as he was moved by the Holy Ghoft. He not

only foretold events which were to happen at remote

periods of time, but thole alio which were foon after

to be accompliihed, as in the inftance that we have

now been confidering. By the fulfilment of the pre-

dictions of this laft fort, the people among whom he

lived, would have opportunity of comparing the pro-

phecy with the event, and otferving the exact corre-

fpondenc^



Ver.4> PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 129

fpondence between them, and their faith, in his prophe-
tical character, would be eftabliihed and confirmed.

This circumftance, taken in conjunction with others,

Ought to confirm our belief in the divine miflion and
infpiration of Ifaiah, on whofe teftimony we may at

all times fafely rely.

4 And in that day it fhall come to pafs, that

the glory of Jacob fhall be made thin, and the

Fatnefs of his flefh fhall wax lean.

The Ephraimites Having been guilty of fimilar

tranfgreflions with the Syrians, our prophet proceeds

to foretel, that, at the time to which he looked for-

ward, they mould fhar£ with them in punifhment.—
The judgment to be inflicted upon them, he reprefents

by a natural fimilitude, taken from a perfon enjoying

health, ftrength, and comelinefs, who, fuddenly lofing

the vigour of his conftitution, foon becomes thin and
emaciated ; his ftrength fails, his bones Hick out, and
he aflumes quite a different appearance from what he
formerly made. In like manner, the glory of Jacob,
which was conftituted of the prudent, refpe&able, and
good men among the Ephraimites, with all that con-

tributed to their opulence, fplendour, and magnifi-

cence, was to be remarkably diminifhed, and taken

away. They were to be deprived of their bed citi-

zens, their wealth, and their ornaments; their cities

were to be divefted of their treafures, palaces, and
fortifications* and only a few poor helplefs people

were to remain. In a word, whatever they efteemed

excellent and valuable, was to be taken away from
them. The royal prophet points out the proper

improvement of this article in thefe words :
' Be not

* thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory
6 of his houfe is increafed. For when he dieth, he
c

fhall carry nothing away : his glory fhall not defcend
• after himV

* Pfal. xlix. 16, 17.

Vol. II. R 5 And
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5 And it fhall be as when the harveft-man

gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with

his arm ; and it fhall be as he that gathereth

ears in the valley of Rephaim.

The fubjecl of which the prophet treats, is herd

illuftrated by another fimiiitude, drawn from reaping

fruits in fummer, and the corns in harvefl:.——When
grapes, olives, or other fruits, are gathered, a few,

not of the bell: fort, are left upon fome of the branches.

When corns are reaped, a few of the inferior kind

of ears are left here and there, which are overlooked

or neglected. By thefe comparifons, our prophet

teaches, that the enemies of Ephraim were to cut

them down, and to colled: together all their riches,

whilft only a few of the meaneft fort mould be left in

the land. The nation, though fpoiled of their beauty

and ftrength, at the time to which the prophecy re-

fers, was not to be wholly deftroyed ; fome of the

people were ftill to remain. The divine judgment to

be executed on Ephraim, was, in fome meafure, to

be moderated.—»—The valley of Rephaim, or of

giants, as the word fignifies, was a rich and fruitful

plain, at no great diftance from Jerufalem, in which

the corns grew remarkably ftrong and luxuriant

;

great care therefore would be taken in gleaning the

fields, that very few of the good ears might be left.

By this refemblance, is reprefented the diligence and
fuccefs of the enemies of Ifrael, in collecting and car-

rying them away from their own land, fo that a very

Inconfiderable number mould be fuffered to continue

in it.

6 (H Yet gleaning-grapes fhall be left in it, as

the fhaking of an olive-tree, two or three ber-

ries in the top of the uppermoft bough, four or

five in the outmoft fruitful branches thereof,

faith the Lord God of Ifrael.

The
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The calamity, which the prophet predicted in the

foregoing verfes, he now declares, was to be fo miti-

gated, that fome remains of Ifrael mould be left in

their own land. This fubject he illuftrates in the

verfe before us, by a fimilitude taken from what hap-

pens in the time of vintage and olive-gathering.

When the grapes are pulled, and the olives are fhaken,

a few are left on the tops of the highefl branches,

which the hand cannot reach, and fome upon the out-

moft branches, which efcape the eye of the gatherer.

In like manner, it mould come to pafs, when the

Ephraimites were to be gathered by the Aflyrians,

only a few of the lefs refpectable and lefs confpicuous

people were to be allowed to remain in the land,

whilft the more rich and opulent were to be led cap-

tive into foreign countries.—-—To give certainty and
firmnefs to this prediction, the following folemn words
are fubjoined : Saith the Lord God of lfraeU who or-

ders and adjufts every circumflance relative to his

people; and who hath declared, that he will not

make a full end of them, but will correct them in

meafure, though he will not leave them altogether

unpunifhed.

*

7 At that day fliall a man look to his' Maker,

and his eyes fhall have refpect to the holy One
of Ifrael.

The fulfilment of the above predictions mould be

accompanied with the converfion of fome of the

Ephraimites to the fervice of the living and true

God.-.—-At the period wherein the predicted judg-

ments were to be executed, when fome of the Israel-

ites were to be-, left as gleaning grapes, this prophecy
{hould be fulfilled. That people, by apoftatizing from
the God of their fathers to the worfhip of dead idols,

brought upon themfelves the direful calamities men-
tioned in the preceding verfes. Thofe of them who
were tp furvive, and who were nut thereby hardened

and.
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and blinded, fhould be excited to confider the ab-

furdity and vanity of their foolifh fuperftition and
idolatry, from which they would turn with indigna-

tion, that they might pay their dutiful homage to him
who made them. This wife ftep it behoved them to

take ; and our prophet foretels, that fome of them
actually would take it, after having learned by expe-

rience the folly and wickednefs of their paft conduct.

Renouncing the abominable fuperftition of former

times, fome of the refidue who were left, fhould re-

turn, in the exercife of true repentance, to the wor~

fhip and fervice of the true God, the God of their fa^

thers, who is emphatically (tiled,

His Maker. God is the Creator of every man : his

hands hath made and fafhioned us, and his infpiration

hath endowed us with underftanding. In this fenfe^

God is the Maker of every penitent Ephraimite, in,

common with all mankind. He is the Maker of every

one, in as much as he hath appointed him the parti-

cular ftation and condition in which he is placed^

whether high or low, rich or poor, profperous or ad-

verfe, whether in the church, or without its bounda-

ries.
c The rich and poor meet together : the Lord

6
is the Maker of them both*.' Somewhat befide

this, feems to be intended in the character here

given of God. He was the Maker of the Israelites in

a more peculiar manner, as he formed them into a

people for himfelf, and conferred upon them many
important privileges, whereby they were highly ad-

vanced above all other nations. In this view, Mofes,

their renowned legiflator, addrefTed them in the fub-

lime fong which he fpake in the ears of all the con-

gregation of Ilrael :
' Is not he thy Father who hath

"f bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and efta-

* blilhed theef.' Such feems to be the import of

the character here afcribed to God. Confidering

him in this relation, our prophet foretels,

* Prov. xxii. 2. f Deut. xxxii. 6.

A man
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A man jhall look to his Maker. The converfion of

men from dead idols to the living God, is fignifi-

cantly exprefled, by looking to him with fuitable af-

fections, as revealed in his word. Therefore, becaufe

all worldly connections and dependences are vain,

faith the prophet Micah, ' I will look unto the Lord V
and turn away from lying vanities. Faith qohfifts in

looking unto the Lord, for the mercy and grace fuit-

ed to relieve our neceflities f . True repentance is

fpoken of in the fame terms by the prophet Zecha-

riah, in thefe remarkable words : * They (hall look
' upon me whom they have pierced, and they fliail

* mourn for him $.' Trad and dependence upon
God, with all that facred homage which is due to

him, is comprehended in this expreffion, as in

Pfal. xxxiv. 5. where the Pfalmift affirms, ' That they
1 looked unto him, and were lightened.' Indeed, all

the exercifes of true godlinefs may be included in con-

templating God, the perfections of his nature, the

operations of his providence, and the difpenfations of

his grace, when accompanied with fuitable difpofi-

tions, and a correfponding good conduct, in look-

ing to him, we ought highly to elteem him as our

Maker, who hath formed us with thofe noble powers

of which we are pofTeifed, and conferred upon us the

ineftimable benefits that we enjoy. Viewing him in

this relation, we ought to be filled with fhame and
remorfe for our ingratitude and difobedience to him,

who hath crowned us with loving-kindnefs and ten-

der mercy ; we ought to confide in his goodnefs, to

obey his precepts, and to fubmit to his appointments.

Looking to God then with humility, faith, and love,

is the fource from whence all true religion takes its

rife, and the exercife in which it chiefly confifts. The
man then who looketh aright to his Maker, convinced
of his own indigence and unworthinefs, hath recourfe,

to the mercy of God through Jefus Chrifl: ; he ear-

* Micah vii. 7. f Ifaiah xlv. 22. J Zech. xii. 10.

neftly
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neflly implores from him the remiflion of fins, his

gracious aid, and the gift of eternal life. With fu-

preme affection, he views him as the r?ck of his fal-

vation ; and, through the whole of life, he cleaves to

him with purpofe of heart, fmcerely folicitous to walk
according to the rule of his word. This duty is far-

ther explained in the following words

:

And his eyes Jhall have refpecl to the holy One of

Jfrael. In lecturing upon this prophecy, I have had

repeated opportunities to fpeak of the character here

given to the Son of God, and therefore I fhall not

flay at prefent either to abridge or enlarge what hath

been faid. \ only obferve,. that this defignation is of-

ten given him, to exprefs the purity and excellence of
his nature, by whom Jehovah formed the Jewifli

church, and by whom he conducted, inftru&ed, and

protected it, and in whom he requires to be honoured

and worfhipped by his people.——To this ilkiftrious

perfon, a man (hall have refpecl:. Unlefs proper re-

gard is fhewn to him, w7e can neither look to God
aright, nor juftly expect to be accepted of him, or to

pleafe him. In every exercife of grace, in every

duty of obedience, in all the acts of devotion, in all

the returns of gratitude, profound refpecl: muft be

teftified to the holy One of Ifrael.' On him a man's

hopes mud be wholly founded, through him all his

homage muft be prefented to his Maker, and by him.

all his Cervices muft be rendered acceptable ; for of

him, and through him, and to him, are all things, to

whom be glory for ever *. Look to your Maker,

my friends, for all the bleifmgs that you need ; for

pardon of fin, for afTidance, protection, comfort, and
eternal glory. Have refpect to the holy One of

liracl in all your intercourse with God, would you
have abundance of righteoufnefs and ftrength, and

the feafonable fupply of all your neceflities. To him
you are required to have refpect; and to him the

* Rom. xi. 36.

people
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people of God, in all ages, have looked, and have

not been afhamed.

8 And he fhall not look to the altars, the

work of his hands, neither fhall refpect that

which his fingers have made, either the groves,

or the images).

The perfon defcribed, having turned to the living

God, (hail abandon the idolatrous practices to which

he was formerly addicted. He fhall pay no regard to

the altars, which he had erected to the honour of the

idols whom he formerly ferved, and on which facri-

fices were offered to them. That which his fingers

have made, is explained in the next words, to have

been, either the groves which he planted, to form
pleafant places of retirement, where the worfhip of

idols was performed—or the images that werq, made
to reprefent the deities to whom homage was paid.

—

By this prediction, which received its primary ac-

complishment among the refidue of the Ephraimites,

after their country was defolated by the Affyrians, we
are intruded in the high importance of discovering

a proper refpect for our Maker and Saviour, which
takes off culpable attention from every other object.

If once we look to God as we ought, and have a jufl

refpect to the holy One of Ifrael, our efteem will

be withdrawn from our own performances, and fixed

upon him who alone can fave us ; we fhall turn away
our eyes from lying vanities, and renounce with de-

ieftation our former evil practices.

9 11 In that day fhall his fkrong cities be as a

forfaken bough, and an uppermoft branch, which
they left, becaufe of the children of Ifrael : and
there fhall be defolation.

This and the following verfe, contain the illuftra-

tion and confirmation of the foregoing predictions.

—

The
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The words now before us, defcribe the awful judg-

ment which God was to inflict upon Ephraim, at the

period to which the prophecy refers. Though their

land had been already pillaged by the enemy, (till

there remained a few grapes, which had not been
gleaned. After feveral years however, their cities,

which were fignificantly reprefented by fruits which
had efcaped the notice of the gatherer, fhould be as

a forfaken bough, and uppermost branch. Their

formerly ftrong and well-fortified cities were to be

defolated, and to become a mere folitude, fo as to

refemble the bough of a tree, or the uppermofl

branch, after it hath been flripped of its leaves and
fruit. Becaufe of the children of IfraeL Thefe pre-

dicted calamities were to be infli&ed on account of

the multiplied and aggravated tranfgreflions of the

degenerate pofterity of the patriarch Jacob.— And
there Jhall be defolation^ greater and more extenfive

than in any former period. Thus it came to pafs, in

the fixth year of the reign of Hezekiah, king of

Judah, when Shalmanefer entirely overthrew and
defolated the land of lfrael.

10 Becaufe thou haft forgotten the God of

thy falvation, and haft not been mindful of the

rock of thy ftrength : therefore malt thou plant

pleafant plants, and fhall fet it with ftrange flips t

The reafon is here fpecified, which fully juftifiesr

the execution of the judgments above mentioned.

Salvation of every kind belongeth unto the Lord : it

proceedeth not from man, nor from' princes ; not

from angels or faints, or the idols of the Heathen; but

from Jehovah alone, to whom all the glory and praife

ought to be afcribed. The Ifraelites, who ought ever

to have been mindful of this important truth, had
forgotten the mighty One, from whom all their fal-

vation took its rife. God had mercifully delivered

them out of the land of Egvpt, and from the houfe

of
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of bondage : he wrought falvation for them at the

Red Sea ; and often afterward did he refcue them
from impending dangers which threatened their ruin.

Though he was dill ready to be their Saviour in the

time of trouble, they bafely revolted from his fervice ;

they fhook off the remembrance of his mercies ; they

made light of his offered affiftance, and discovered

that veneration for falfe gods which was due to the

true God alone. And haft not been mindful of the

rock of thy flrength, or thy ftrong rock, which hath

fupplied thy manifold neceflities, which hath been thy

defence from evil, and thy fupport in weaknefs. Such
ungrateful conduct was highly criminal, attended

with many heinous aggravations, and juftly expofed

to the righteous judgment of God, who, in this man-
ner, had been lightly efteemed.——Beware, my bre-

thren, of forgetting the God of your falvation, the

rock of your flrength. To you God may juftly fay,

as to his people of old, c Have I been a wildernefs to
c you, or a land of darknefs V Hath not all his paths

towards you dropt down fatnefs ? and hath he not

been a light and defence to you whitherfoever you
have gone. Every creature, every providence, every

ordinance, is intended to bring God to your remem-
brance, who is ever mindful of you. Be not then fo

infenfible as to forget the God of your falvation, left

you thereby incur the judgment denounced in the

next words

:

Therefore jhalt thou plant pleafant plants, and floalt

fet it with firange flips. As the juft punifhment of

their fins, the Ephraimites were to be obliged to cul-

tivate and improve their country at much trouble and
expence, after it had been defolated by their enemies.

Thou (halt plant it with fruit-trees, with fhrubs,

flowers, and roots ; thou (halt fet it with foreign flips,

brought from other countries, labouring hard, that, in

fome meafure, you may repair the ravages made on
your land by thofe who invaded it.

Vol. II. S ii In
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1 1 In t£ie day (halt thou make thy plant to

grow, and in the morning fhalt thou make thy

feed to flourifh : but the harveft foall be a heap

in the day of grief, and of defperate forrow.

The fubject introduced in the preceding verfe, is

here continued and illuftrated. The expreflions

ufed for this purpofe plainly intimate, that the utmoft

affiduity and diligence fhould be employed to promote

the growth of the plants and flips, after they were fet

in the ground. They were not to be neglected, like

the plants of the fluggard ; nor fhould any means be

left untried that might tend to their improvement.

In the day, and particularly in the morning, the

Ifraelites would endeavour, with the utmoft vigilance

and conftancy, to cultivate their plants, and the feeds

which they had fown, in the hopes of enjoying fimi-

!ar fuccefs and fruitfulnefs with their fathers, who
reaped in great abundance.--

—

But the harveft Jhall

be a heap in the day of grief̂ and of defperate forrow-

When the fruits of the earth were ripe, and ready to

be gathered, they were to be collected into heaps, not

by their proprietors, but by the enemies who invaded

and defolated their land, that they might either ferve

them for prefent ufe, or be afterward carried out of

the country. Contemplate, in this prediction, the

evil and danger of fin, and its exact correfpondence

with the inftructions delivered to the progenitors of

this people, by Mofes, the fervant of the Lord :

* Thou fhalt remember the Lord thy God.—And
c

it fhall be, that if thou do at all forget the Lord
* thy God, and walk after other gods, and ferve
c them, and worfhip them, I teflify againft you this

* day, that ye fhall furely perifh *.. The above pre-

dictions were accomplifhed, when Tiglath-pilezer,

king of Aflyria, whom Ahaz, king of Judea, called

to his afTiftance againft the confederate princes of Sy-

* Deut. viii. 18, 19.

ria
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ria and Ephraim, flew the king of Syria, deftroyed

Damafcus, and carried away the inhabitants into

AfTyria and Media—When he greatly diftreffed Pe-

kah, king of lfrael, fpoiled his land, and obtained

pofleflion of the mod flourilhing provinces of Gilead

and Galilee ; fo that the glory of Jacob was made
thin, and the harveft of Ephraim was gathered. The
prophecy was afterward completely fulfilled by Shal-

manefer, his fon, who took Samaria, the capital of

Ephraim, with other fortified cities, whofe inhabitants

he carried away captive, in confequence whereof the

land of lfrael became almoft a defart *. A few people

however were left, who had refpect to the holy One
of lfrael, to whom Hezekiah fent letters, wherein it

was thus written : ' Ye children of lfrael, turn again
* unto the Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob,
* and he will return to the remnant of you, that are

* efcaped out of the hands of the kings of AfTyria.
c And be ye not like your fathers, and like your
* brethren, which trefpafTed againft the Lord God of

J their fathers, who therefore gave them up to defo-

* lation, as ye fee/ 2 Chron. xxx. 6, 7.

1 2 If Wo to the multitude of many people,

which make a noife like the noife of the feas

;

and to the rufhinQ- of nations, that make a ruih-

ing like the ruining of mighty waters.

A new fubject is here introduced, and continued

in the two remaining verfes of this chapter. The
prophet nrow turns his attention to the future fortunes

of the AfTyrian army, which he forefaw, by the fpirit

of prophecy, would affault the kingdom of Judah.

That great army, which was to march under the com-
mand of Sennacherib againft Judea and Jerufalem,

was to be compofed of a multitude of many nations

;

viz. the AfTyrians, the Syrians, the Babylonians, &c.

* See 2 Kings xv. 29. and xvii. 3.

Certain
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Certain wo and deuruc~tion awaked them. The He-
brew word tranflated wo, is fometimes u.fed to excite

attention, as in chap. lv. i. ' Ho, every one that
t thirtieth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
* no money ; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy
c wine and milk without money, and without price/

In this fenfe our prophet ufes the expreffion, and calls

to the people, informing them of the certain confe-

quence of their rafh and wicked enterprife. That no
miftake might arife concerning the. people intended,

they are defcribed by the hideous noiie which they

would make in their march toward Jerufalem, and
when lying before that city. The rattling of their

armour, the found of their martial inftruments, the

prancing of horfes, the reeling of chariots, and the

clamour of the troops, were to form a loud and awful

noife, like that made by the fea when agitated by a

florm. This very numerous army, by their impe°

tuofity and ftrength, were to make a rufhing found,

like the rufhing of mighty waters, which run with

fuch violence and rapidity, as threatens to carry all

before them that lies in their way, and to fpread, de«

folation wherever they come.

13 The nations lliall rufh like the rufhing of

many waters : but God mail rebuke them, and
they fhall flee far off, and lliall be chafed as the

chafT of the mountains before the wind, and like

a rolling thing before the whirlwind.

The fudden confufion and difperfion of the great

and noify multitude, by the rebuke of the Al-

mighty, is illuilrated by a beautiful fimilitude.

When the Mod High brought the children of Ifrael

out of Egypt, the waters of the fea were divided at

his rebuke. In like manner, at his command, the

vaft multitude whereof the Affyrian army was com-
pofed, were to flee far off into a diftant country, as if

purfued by an enemy. And jhall be chafed as the

chaff.
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chaffs &c. The royal prophet, who compares the

righteous to a tree planted by a river of water, im-

mediately adds, c That the ungodly are not^ fo : but
* they are like the chaff which the wind driveth
c away.' Chaff is eanly difperfed and blown away by
the wind, even in the valley, and in the barn-floor

;

but efpecially when expofed on high ground to the

violence of a fform. -And like a rolling thing (or

thiftle-down, as the word figniftes) before the whirl-

wind. So powerful and violent fometimes is a whirl-

wind, that it removes very heavy bodies, and carries

them to a confiderable diftance. With far greater

eafe doth it fnatch away things which are light, and
have little or no weight, fuch as the thidle-down.
When there is hardly a breath of wind, this rolling

thing will be moving from place to place. With
what eafe and rapidity then mud it be chafed away
by the whirlwind ? By this beautiful image, our pro-

phet reprefents the violent agitation, the hidden dif-

perfion, and irrefifHble overthrow of the Affyrian

army, by the rebuke of Omnipotence.

14 And behold, at evening-tide trouble, and
before the morning he is not : this is the portion

of them that fpoil us, and the lot of them that

rob us.

The trouble at evening-tide, which is here fpoken

of, may either refer to the diftrefs and confufion

which prevailed in the Affyrian camp, in that memo-
rable night wherein one hundred and eighty-five

thoufand of their army were flain, and the remainder,

filled with confirmation and difmay, precipitately fled

to their own country—or to the perplexity and terror

with which the inhabitants of Jerufalem were diftrefT-

ed, whim; the Affyrians befieged that city. Atten-

tively confider the great affliction which both thefe

claffes of people muft have felt at the time now men-
tioned, and you will not be furprifed that you are

called
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called to contemplate this mournful fcene. I (hall

not attempt to reprefent it : but if you are not loft to

feelings of humanity and fympathy for thofe in dif-

trefs, you mud be deeply affected with the view which
it exhibits. Before the morning he is not. Great

part of the vaft Afiyrian army were ilain ; and thofe

which remained, with Sennacherib at their head,

were not to be feen, having fled with the utmoft ex-

pedition to their own land. To this prophecy the

following remark is fubjoined, which juftly deferves

attention

:

This is the portion of them that fpoil us, &c. ; not

only of the Aifyrians, but of all the inveterate ene-

mies of God's people in every age, who fpoil and
rob them of the important advantages which they

poifefs. The exprefTion may allude to what happens

at entertainments, where the provifion is divided, and

every one hath his fhare or portion. Sudden, unex-

pected deftruclion is the certain portion and lot of the

wicked adverfaries of God's people. Death is the

wages of fin due to the fervants of unrighteoufnefs

;

this is the inheritance which belongs to the children

of wrath and difobedience. They may often enjoy

the bed: things of this prefent life : the riches, the

honours, and pleafures of this world may fall into

their lot. Of thefe, God fometimes gives them a

large (hare. To Jehu, the fon of Nimfhi, he gave

the throne and crown of Ifrael, for the fervices he

performed in deftroying the houfe of Ahab. To Ne-
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, he gave the land of

Egypt ; becaufe he wrought for me, faith the Lord
God. By conferring fuch liberal donations on the

wicked and unworthy, God is pleafed to give rich

difplays of his exuberant goodnefs and forbearance

;

he gives them the belt opportunities of difcovering

their real character ; he tries the faith and patience

of his faints, and renders their foes inexcufable for

their abufe of his benefits, and their monftrous ingra-

titude. Though, on thde, and fimilar accounts*

fome
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fome ungodly men are, in great meafure, exempted
from the prefent calamities which fall to the lot of

thofe who fpoil the fervants of God, yet death and
mifery are the heritage which, in due time, (hall be

afligned them as their portion. To thefe they are

every moment obnoxious : the thick cloud now hangs

over their heads ; and who can fay how foon it may
burfl: ? the decree is pad, which may be executed ere

ever they are aware. Deflruction and mifery are in

their ways : their profperity becomes a fnare to them,

their glory quickly decays, their increafe goes into

captivity, and they themfelves are often cut off in the

rnidft of their days. I conclude at prefent with the

falutary advice of the king of Ifrael: c Fret not thy-
c

felf becaufe of evil-doers, neither be thou envious
' againft the workers of iniquity. For they fhall foon
c be cut down like the grafs, and wither as the green
* herb. Truft in the Lord, and do good, fo malt

\ thou dwell in the land, and verily thou (halt be fed.
1 Delight thyfelf alfo in the Lord ; and he fhall give
* thee the defires of thine heartV

* Pfal. xxx vii. 1. etfeq.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

IN feveral refpecls, this fcems to be one of the mod
obfcure prophecies in the whole book of Ifaiah.

The fubjecl of which it treats, the people to whom it

was addrefTed, the perfons who difpatched the meflen-

gers, and the nations to whom they were fent, the

defign of the predictions it contains, and the hiflpry

to which it refers, are all doubtful and uncertain. At
the time this prophecy Was delivered, our prophet

very probably Contemplated the mountains nigh to'

jerufaiem, occupied by the AfTyrian forces, who there

erected their flandards, and were preparing to carry

into execution the hofliie defigns of their ambitious

monarch. Ac this critical juncture, almighty God
was pleafed to interpofe in favour of that city, and to

execute righteous judgment upon the proud, infulting

enemy of his people. In this profpect, he requires

the Egyptians, who flood in awe of the power of

AfTyria, as well as the Jews, to warn other nations 5

by means of ambafTadors difpatched on purpofe, dili-

gently to obferve for their inftruction, the awful di-

vine judgment which they might expect to be inflicted

on AfTyria. The prophetic difcourfe confifls of

three parts : Firft, The determined punifhment of

AfTyria, which is ordered to be publimed to the Egyp-

tians, and by them to other nations, ver. i, 2, 3.:

, Secondly, The defcription of the terrible approach-

ing judgments to be executed' on the enemies of

God's people, ver. 4, 5, 6. : And laftly, The certain

confequences with which that calamity was to be ac-

companied, ver. 7. According to this hypothefis, I

proceed to explain the prophecy, which feems to have

been primarily defigned to give intimation to the

Egyptians, of the counfel of God refpecting the de-

ftructicn of their great and powerful enemies, and to

excite
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excite them carefully to attend to the promifed, vifible

interpofition of the Mod High iri favour of them
and the Jewifh nation.

CHAP. XVIII.

wO to the land fhadowing with wings,

which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.

The prophet elegantly defcribes the country againft

which he denounces wo and, destruction, by mention-

ing three peculiar circumftances that demand atten-

tion. It was a land fhadowing with wings. Some
commentators have fuppofed, that the predictions in

this chapter are connected with thofe recorded in the

three laft veAs of the preceding chapter, and relate

to ArTyria, the ftretching out of whofe wings is fpoken

of in chap. viii. 8. of this book. This opinion, how-
ever, does not appear to be fo well founded as that

which fuppofes Egypt to be the country here intended.

The land of Egypt is a large plain, bounded on the

eaft and the weft by ridges of high mountains, which
almoft meet together toward the fouth, and extend

farther and farther diftant toward the Mediterranean

Sea. Thefe two chains of mountains would cover the

low country which lay near them with very large fha-

dows, efpecialiy in the mornings and evenings. On
this account, it might be delineated, a land fhadowing
with wings. The Bifhop of London tranflates the

Hebrew7 words, " Ho, to the land of the winged cym-
" bal ;" which, he fays, is the mod probable of the

many interpretations that have been given. The
Egyptians had a muficai initrument called a fiftrum,

which was of a circular form, having projections on
each fide that had fomewhat the appearance of wings

;

and, as the Hebrews had no name for it in their Jan.

Vol IL T guage^
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guage, they called it the cymbal with wings. From
this well-known and much-ufed inftrument in the

land of Egypt, he thinks that country received this

defcription.

Which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, As the word
here tranflated beyond^ fignifies both on this fide and
on the other fide, the meaning of this expreflion is

fomewhat ambiguous, and difficult to be ascertained.

I pretend not therefore to determine what country is

intended in thefe words, if Egypt is not meant, i

cannot fay what were the rivers which' our prophet

had in view, whether they were the Aftaboras and
Aflapus, or the eaftern branches of the Lower Nile,

which bounded Egypt to ward Arabia, or the parts of

the Upper Nile toward Ethiopia ; and therefore I

leave the matter undecided, and proceed to the third

article, in the defcription of the people of whom
Ifaiah here fpeaks, contained in the firfl part of the

next verfe.

2 That fendeth ambafladors by the fea, even

in veffels of bulrufhes upon the waters, faying^

Go ye fwift mefTengers to a nation feattered and
peeled, to a people terrible from their beginning

hitherto ; a nation irieted out and trodden down,
whole land the rivers have fpoiled.

It is well known, that timber proper for building

fhips was very fcarce in Egypt : to fupply this defi-

ciency, the Egyptians ufed bulrufhes, or a reed called

papyrus, of which they made veffels fit for failing.

Ships and boats built of this fort of materials, being

extremely light, and dravving very little water, were
admirably fuited to traverfe the Nile, along the banks

of which there were doubtlefs many moraffes and
fhoals. They were alfo very convenient and eafy to.

be managed at the water- falls, where they might be

carried with no great difficulty to fmooth water.

From
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From fuch circumftances as thefe, we may conclude,

that they would fail exceeding fad, and afford a very

fpeedy conveyance of ail kinds of intelligence from

one part of the country to another, and from Egypt

to neighbouring nations. In them therefore ambaffa-

dors, or meffengers, were often fent to different places

with various kinds of information, after having re-

ceived their orders in terms fuch as thefe : Go yefwift

meffengers ; ye travellers, ye merchants, ye agents of

common fame, who ufually convey the news of one

place to another, and ye who on this occafion may be

efpecialiy appointed to this office. Ye are commanded
to publifh the declaration made by the prophet Ifaiah

throughout all Egypt, yea, to the whole world. In

the next words, there is a jufl and variegated defcrip-

tion of Egypt, whofe inhabitants were difperfed into

every quarter of that rich country, refiding in the vaft

numbers of towns and villages with which it every

where abounded. The nation is likewife defcribed

as peeled, or fmoothed
;

probably referring to the

practice of (having off the hair from their {kin, or to

the fmoothnefs and plainnefs of the country, occa-

fioned by the overflowings of the Nile. To a -people

terrible from their beginning hitherto, on account of

their very grim and black appearance, and the prodi-

gious armies which they fent forth to battle againfl:

their enemies. This character they retained from the

early period wherein they had been formed into a na-

tion, through every ftage of their exifience as a

people. A nation meted out. This expreflion may
refer to the frequent neceflity of having recourfe to

menfuration of the lands in Egypt, in order to deter-

mine the boundaries. of the many proprietors and pof-

feffors of grounds, after the inundations of the Nile.—

-

And trodden down. This may allude to a particular

kind of hufbandry ufed among the Egyptians, after

the Nile had retired within its banks, and the ground
had become fomewhat dry : they fowed their land,

and then drove in their cattle to tread the feed into

the
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the ground. This very eafy procefs, without farther

labour, was ail that the Egyptians thought neceflary

for them to do, to give them the expectation of a

plentiful crop in harveft. Whofe land the rivers

havefpoiled ; having had no fufficient defence to pro-

tec! it from the encroachments of the water, by which

it was often covered. It has been faid, that the He-

brew word rendered fpoiled^ fignifies alfo nourijhed

;

and, according to this fenfe, the expreflion may de-

note the happy effects experienced in Egypt from the

inundations of the Nile, which gave richnefs and fer-

tility to the foil. Such is the defcription of the land

and nation whom our prophet requireth, with the ut-

moft expedition, to fpread the news of the divine

judgment inflicted upon Aflyria through their own
kingdom, and thofe with whom they had any com-

merce.

3 All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwell-

ers on the earth, fee ye, when he lifteth up an

enfign on the mountains ; and when he bloweth

a trumpet, hear ye.

Intimation is here given to the nations of the earth

to expect the downfal of the AfTyrian empire, and a

univerfal invitation is directed to all people to con-

template this aftonifhing event. The feafon in which
this wonderful fpectacle was to be exhibited, is thus

marked, When he, the king of Aflyria, lifteth up
an enfign upon the mountains of Judea, and layeth

fiege to the city Jerufalem, be ye prepared to view the

execution of the threatened judgment upon the Af-

fyrian army. When he bloweth the trumpet, with

the hoftile defign of marching his troops againfl the

metropolis of Judea, be ye ready to receive the ac-

count of his total overthrow, of which you fhall very

foon after be informed, for the news of this extra-

ordinary awful difpenfation fhall be circulated with

the utmofl difpatch. Let us not imagine, that we
have



Ver.4- PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 149

have no connection with the great event to which the

attention of all the inhabitants of the world is here

demanded. As it is frequently placed fully in our

view in this prophecy, . let us always confider it in a

practical light, as defigned to teach us fome import-

ant, ufeful leiTons, which we ought tg be folicitous to

derive from it. The words of Jefus Chrift to his dif-

ciples, recorded Luke xxi. 19, 20. 22. exactly corre-

fpond with the call directed to us in this verfe :
4 In

c patience poflefs ye your fouls. And when ye mail
* fee Jerufaleni compaffed with armies, then know
* that the defolation thereof is nigh.—For thefe be the

* days of vengeance, that all things which are written
1 may be fulfilled/

4 For fo the Lord faid unto me, I will take

my reft, and I will confider in my dwelling-

place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a

cloud of dew in the heat of harveft.

This and the two following verfes, particularly re-

late to the very terrible punifhment which God was
about to inflict upon the enemies of his people, as a

memorable inftance of his juflice and feverity. The
prophet folemnly declares, that Jehovah had revealed

to him what he had fpoken, and what he was about
farther to deliver reflecting this intereiting fubject.

—

/ will take my reft, faith the Lord
; plainly intimating,

that he hath the mofr. perfect enjoyment of himfelf,

and always pofleffes the mod undifturbed tranquillity

amidft all the commotions and convulfions which hap-

pen in the world -.—that, in this (late of uninterrupted

ferenity, he would not interpofe between his people

and their haughty, powerful enemies, whom he was
to allow to proceed in their hoftile defigns to their

own deftruction. And I will confider in my dwell-

ing-place. Heaven is the dwelling-place of the Lord,
where he, in a peculiar manner, refides in fenfible

magnificence ; where he difplays vifible majefty and
glory

j
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glory ; and where his fervants ferve him without in-

terruption, and without end. From this habitation*

he looketh down upon all the inhabitants of the earth,

all whofe words and a&ions, and even their very-

thoughts and purpofes, he dire&eth and controlleth

at his pleafure. »From thence, faith God, I will view,

with the utmoft attention, all the defigns and move-

ments of the proud enemies of my church, that I may
feafonably appear to fruftrate their inimical intentions,

and to fecure the fafety and comfort of the obje&s of

my paternal care. If the Hebrew words are trans-

lated , as in the margin of fome Bibles, I will regard

my fet dwelling, the fenfe is changed, but the mean-

ing is good. The dwelling is not then the place from

whence God beholds what is done upon earth, but

the object which he gracioufly regards and confiders

;

namely, Zion and Jerufalem, which he defired for his

habitation. Speaking of Zion in Pfal. cxxxii. ' This
c

is my reft, faith he, for ever : here will I dwell, for

* I have defired it.' Over this place of his refidence,

he declared, that his heart and his eyes mould be con-

tinually.

Like a clear heat upon herbs, or after rain, as in the

margin. All the dark clouds being difperfed, and the

iky become clear and ferene, the heat then revives the

precious fruits of the earth, caufes them to fpring

quickly, and to grow up to maturity. In like man-
ner, the gracious regard and diftinguifhing favour

which God often difcovered for Zion, efpecially after

he had fhowered down judgments upon their enemies*

and particularly after he punifhed Aflyria, mould be

mod refrefhing and comfortable to them that feared

his name among the Jews. And like a cloud of

dew in the heat of harvejl, which cools the air, and
nourifhes the corns, and, in many refpects, proves

both acceptable and ufeful. By this fimilitude, the

kindnefs of God toward Jerufalem, and his merciful

interpofition in behalf of its inhabitants, are beauti-

fully illuflrated, in a way fuited to the meanefl capa-

city.
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1

city. At the feafon referred to, God would afford

them the moll defirable refrefhment, which was to be
productive of their real advantage and confolation.

The prophet David ufes the fame comparifon, when
foretelling the happinefs of the Meffiah's kingdom

:

' And it fhall be as the light of the morning, when
* the fun rifeth, even a morning without clouds ; as

* the tender grafs fpringing out of the earth by clear

* mining after rain *.' Such was the gracious regard

which God was to manifefl for his peculiar people, in

the time of their greateft perplexity and danger, when
environed by their enemies.

5 For afore the harveft when the bud is per-

fect, and the four grape is ripening in the

flower ; he fhall both cut off the fprigs with

pruning-hooks, and take away and cut down the

branches.

The prophet now reprefents, in beautiful, figura-

tive language, in what manner God would aft toward

the enemies of his people, who were deftined to de-

ftruction. —The nation who was the fubjecl of this

prediction, is elegantly compared to a vine, after it

hath budded and flowered, and the four grapes have

begun to ripen, prognoflicating the approach of a

plentiful vintage. In this promifing condition, the

vine is violently deflroyed ; its larger branches and
fmaller moots, laden with four grapes, are broken

down, and left a prey to the birds of heaven, and the

beafts of the earth, as mentioned in the next verfe,

The Affyrian nation, which is elfewhere compared to

a cedar, is doubtlefs meant by the vine, whole condi-

tion is here defcribed. Under the emblem of a vine,

producing buds, flowers, and four grapes, is repre-

sented the particular (late of that people, whofe coun-

fels and hoftile defigns againfl Jerufaiem were advan-

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 4.

cing
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cing to maturity, and approaching to execution,

when they expedted to attain the end they had in

view. At this critical juncture, when they thought

to have foon reaped the harveft of their labours, the

molt high God cut off both the fprigs and the

branches ; and, by one terrible ftroke, killed both

great and fmall in their numerous army, and for ever

deprived them of all expectations of fuccefs. in the

fcheme which had been formed. When every thing

wore a promifing appearance of terminating in the

accomplifhment of their wifhes, all their profpecta

were difappointed, and their defigns fruftrated. At
once they were diverted of their beauty and ftrength*

and reduced to a miferable, forlorn condition, which
is farther defcribed in the following words

:

6 They fhall be left together unto the fowls

of the mountains, and to the beafts of the earth :

and the fowls fhall fummer upon them, and all

the beafts of the earth fhall winter upon them.
t

The dead bodies of the AfTyrians, flain by the an-

gel of the Lord, as above reprefented, were fo very

numerous, that they could not poffibly be interred

;

and therefore were to remain without burial, for food

to the fowls of the mountains, and the beafts of the

earth. Both the young, who were fignified by the

fprigs, and the more robuft and advanced, intended

by the branches of the vine, being cut off together,,

were to be left in the open fields, to become provi-

fion for the fowls of heaven in the fummer-time, and

for the beafts of the earth in the winter-feafon.

Contemplating this extraordinary event, we may juftly

adopt the words of Job :
c

Is not deftruction to the

' wicked ? and a ftrange punifhment to the workers
4 of iniquity # V Whilft they vainly flatter themfelves

with the hopes of profperity and felicity, unexpected,

* Job. xxxi. 3.

inevitable
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inevitable deftruction fuddenly feizes upon them.

How often, in the moft awful manner, hath the

Lord laid the axe of punifhment to the root of tranf-

greflbrs, and cut down both root and branch ! Know-
ing the terror, as well as the mercy of the Lord, we
perfuade you to break off your iniquities by repent-

ance, and carefully to avoid thofe criminal purfuits

whereby you might bring yourfelves into the wretch-

ed condition forcibly defcribed by Eliphaz, the Te«
manite :

* The wicked man travelleth with pain all

* his days.—A dreadful found is in his ears ; in pro-
* fperity the deftroyer (hall come upon him.—He is

* waited for of the fword.—Trouble and anguifh mail
* make him afraid ; they (hall prevail againft him, as

* a king ready to the battleV

7 % In that time (hall the prefent be brought

unto the Lord of hotts* of a people fcattered

and peeled, and from a people terrible from their

beginning hitherto ; a nation meted out and
trodden under foot, whofe land the rivers have

fpoiled, to the place of the name of the Lord
of hofts, the mount Zion.

Thefe Words prefent to view, the happy confe-

qUences that were to follow the tremendous judgment
which all the inhabitants of the earth were invited to

behold. The Egyptians particularly, who were to

enjoy great benefits from the above-mentioned awful

event, were thereby to come to the knowledge of the

one true God ; they were to join themfelves to his

church, and to confecrate their all to his honour and
fervice.- In that time (or, after that time, as the

words fignify) Jhall the prefent be brought unto the

Lord of hofls. The prefent confided of thofe hono-

rary gifts which perfons, efpecially of rank and opu-

* Job xv. 20. etfeq.

Vol. II. U lence,
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lence, were to offer to Jehovah, as teflimonies of re^

verence and refpect ; and thofe free-will offerings,

whereby they were to do homage to the God of

Ifrael, to demonstrate their faith, love, and fubjection

to him, who doth, in the armies of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth, whatfoever he pleafeth.—

a

Of a peoplefcattercd, &c. The fame character which

was given of the Egyptians in verfe 2d, is now repeat-

ed. What was there laid on this fubject, may ferve

now to affift you in underftanding who were the

people that are here intended. The prefent was

to be brought to the place of the name of the Lord of

ho/Is, the mount Zion ; to the church of the living

God, where his great name is invoked and cele-

brated, where his word is publifhed, his ordinances

are adminiftered, where, in a peculiar manner, he re-

fides, and affords his gracious prefence and enriching

bleffmg to his fervants. As I mall have occafion to

treat this fubject more fully in the next chapter, I

conclude at prefent with a few fhort remarks, reflect-

ing the accomplifhment of the foregoing predictions.

This prophecy was fulfilled by the well-known me-

morable fact, which I have had occafion frequently to

mention in our progrefs through this facred book, I

mean the wonderful overthrow of the Affyrian army.

The haughty Affyrian monarch having gone into

Egypt with part of his troops, to diftrefs that king-

dom, on his return, having advanced to Jerufalem, he

erected his ftandards, and blew his trumpets, on the

mountains of Judea, meditating the total destruction of

its metropolis. Whillt he was expecting foon to ai-

joy the completion of his hopes, God, who, at all

times, exercifes paternal care over his people, feemed

to take reft, and to allow the fcheme, projected by

their enemies, to be carried into execution without

moleftation. In this emergency, he looked down
from heaven with kind affection, and beholding his

dwelling place in imminent danger of being demo-

lifted, he determined at once to cut off the infolent

invaders
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invaders of the city called by his name, and to im-
part reviving confolation to his anxious, dejected

people. By the terrible Daughter of one hundred and
eighty-five thoufand of the Aflyrian forces, among
whom were all their mighty men of valour, the leaders

and captains, he faved Jerufalem, he delivered his dif-

confolate fervants, and refcued the Egyptians from
that oppreiTive power which threatened their ruin.

This aftonifhing deliverance was attended with many
important confequences ; and, among others, the

Egyptians, though extremely addicted to fuperftition

and idolatry, rilled with gratitude for this very extra-

ordinary interpofition of divine providence, publicly

honoured and worfhipped the God of lfrael, and
brought him prefents to Jerufalem. Princes came
out of Egypt, becaufe of God's temple at Jerufalem,

and brought prefents unto him : Ethiopia ftretched

out her hands unto God. Sing unto God, ye king-

doms of the earth : O fing praifes unto the Lord *,

* Pfal. Ixvih. 29, 31.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE fifth difcourfe, comprehended in the fecond

part of this book, on which we now enter, deli-

neates the future fortunes of the ancient and renown-

ed kingdom of Egypt. The difcourfe confifls of two
parts. . The firft contains an elegant defcnption of

the great calamities that were to befal the Egyptians,

whereby their power was to be confiderably abridged*

The fecond exhibits a pleafing view of their reflora-

tion from that enfeebled condition into a more pro-

fperous ftate, wherein they mould begin to imbibe

the knowledge of the true God, as a happy prepara-

tive to their future converfion to him, and the faith

and obedience of the promiied Mefliah. —Under
the firli article, after the infeription, the prophet re-

counts the various evils which" were to happen to the

Egyptians, ver. i.—4.; of this fort were, inteftine

wars, bad counfel, and fubje&ion to a tyrannical

prince.—:—The dangerous confequences refulting

from thefe evils are next mentioned, ver. 5.— 10.:

among which were, general forrow and lamentation,

and the diminution of the waters of the Nile.

The fources of all thefe calamities are then pointed

out to have been the want of good advice, the ftupi-

dity of their princes, and the prevailing perverfity of

fpirit among the people, ver. 11.—-17. Under the

fecond article, is exhibited the grace of God, and his

kindnefs to that people, in communicating to them
the knowledge of true religion, which is fignifled by
their fpeaking the language of Canaan, and fwearing

to the Lord, Ssfc. ver. 18, 19, 20. The caufes from
whence this immenfe benefit proceeded, are next de-

lineated ; and the remarkable effects with which it

fhould be accompanied, are fpecified, fuch as agree-

able intercourfe among the people of God, and their

enjoyment of his enriching bleffing, ver. 21. to end
of the, chapter. This prophecy feems defigned to.

teach
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teach the church, that the Gcd of Ifrael prefides over

all human affairs : that all events, whether profperous

or adverfe, which befal kingdoms and empires, as well

as individuals, are ordered and adjufted by his wif-

dom and righteoufnefs, fo as exactly to fulfil his

counfel and purpofe: that, amidft all the changes

that happen among the nations, the wifdom and duty

of the faints confifts, in obferving the all-dire&ing

hand of Jehovah, and in attending to his difpenfa-

tions, which ferve to unfold his counfels, to explain

the defigns of his providence, and to accomplish the

predictions delivered by the prophets. As the fulfil-

ment of prophecy bears teflimony to the veracity of

God, the Governor of the world and the church, fo

it demonftrates the divine authority of the prophet

who delivered it, whofe doctrine therefore demands
the mod cordial belief. This difcourfe was alfo

well adapted to convince the Egyptians, to whom it

might be publifhed, of thofe heinous crimes whereby
they had expofed themfeives to awful judgments

:

of this fort were, their detcftable fuperftition and
idolatry ; their intolerable pride and confidence in

their own wifdom, riches, and ftrength. To all

which I may add, that it was admirably fuited to

confole the minds of the godly, then expecting the

kingdom of the Mefiiah, who were thereby taught to

look forward to the future conversion of the Egyp-
tians to the faith and obedience of the word of God.

CHAP. XIX.

THE burden of Egypt. Behold, the Lord
rideth upon a fwift cloud, and fhall come

into Egypt, and the idols of Egypt fhall be

moved at his prefence, and the heart of Egypt
fhall melt in the midft of it.

The
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LECTURES on the Chap. XIX,

The following prophecy bears the infcription of

The burden of Egypt. No one kingdom in the world

hath boafted more of its antiquity, of the fertility of

its foil, of its natural fortifications, of the number,

the riches, the wifdom, and ingenuity of its inhabi-

tants, and of aftonifhing works performed by labour

and art, than Egypt. As it is the fubjed of the pre-

dictions delivered in this chapter, the country wherein

the pofterity of Ifrael were detained in bondage, the

theatre upon which God difpiayed his wonders of

old, and frequently mentioned in fcripture, I fhali

make a few remarks on the feveral articles ndw men-

tioned. The kingdom was probably founded by

Mizraim (the Hebrew name of Egypt), who was the

grandfon of Noah, about eighteen hundred years af-

ter the creation of the world, and from him derived

its name. Such was the furprifing fertility of its

foil, that the fame land is faid to have yielded three

or four different crops in one year. It produced great

plenty of the molt excellent fruits ; and fo rich were

the paftures, that they foon fed the cattle to a large

fize. Such were the immenfe crops of corn that grew.

in the country, that the very numerous inhabitants

were not only plentifully fupplied, but vaft quantities

were exported to the great cities of Rome and Con-

stantinople. Egypt, which was ftrongly fortified

both by nature and art, kept continually in pay, and

ready for aclual fervice, four hundred thoufand welk

difciplined troops. More than double that number were,

raifedon fome emergencies. Shifhak wentupagainft Je-

rufalem with twelve hundred chariots, fixty thoufand

horfemen, and people without number. It anciently

comprehended a prodigious number of cities, which

contained an almofl incredible multitude of inhabi-

tants. Some hiflorians have affirmed, that there were

once twenty thoufand inhabited cities in Egypt %
This country was confidered by the ancients, as the

* Herodot. lib. ii. cap. 177.

mofii'
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moft renowned fchool for wifdom and learning, and
the fource from whence the arts and fciences derived

their origin. Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, is there-

fore celebrated in fcripture, as having been learned in

all the wifdom of the Egyptians. The magnificent

pyramids, temples, palaces, and the labyrinth, which
adorned this kingdom, the remains of which flill

ftrike the beholders with wonder, difplayed the fkill,

the riches, and abilities of thofe wrho planned and
executed them. What a grand city mult Thebes have

been, which is celebrated for having had a hundred
gates, from each of which it could have fent out ten

thoufand fighting men ; and wherein there was a pa-

lace, having in it a hall fupported by one hundred
and twenty pillars, fix fathoms round, and propor-

tionably high ! One of the pyramids built in Egypt,
is faid to have had a fquare bafe, each fide of which
meafured one hundred and ten fathoms, and raifed to

the amazing height of feventy-feven fathoms, with

flones that were thirty feet in length. According to

fome writers, each fide was eight hundred feet broad,

and as many high. The labyrinth was an aftonifh-

ing pile of building, containing twelve palaces regu-

larly difpofed, and communicating with each other,

in which were fifteen hundred rooms, ranged round
twelve great halls, and having the like number of
buildings under ground. Thefe are a few fpecimens

of Egyptian grandeur. Of all the wonders in

Egypt, the greateft is the river Nile, whofe waters

cover the whole country, by its regular inundations,

and fupply the wrant of rain, by bringing in the wa-
ters of other countries. This famous river, which
takes its rife in Abyflinia, being much fwelied in its

progrefs, by the great rains which fall, at certain fea-

fons, in the countries through which it pafles, and
having received large accefiions from different quar-

ters, begins to rife about the middle of June, increafes

until the end of September, and then gradually de-

creafes during October and November, after which
it
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it returns to its own channel. The inundations rife

commonly to the height of about twenty-four feet

upon the low grounds. The fruitful part of Egypt is

one long vale, through the midft of which runs the

Nile, bounded on each fide to the eaft and weft by a

long chain of mountains.—*—Such is the land of

Egypt, of which this prophecy is called The burden.

The predictions which it contains, of fevere calamities

that were to befal that kingdom, Would, no doubt, be
very diftrefling to our prophet when he delivered

them, and looked forward to their accomplishment

;

and they would be Mill more grievous and afflicting

to that people, who were obliged to hear and to fuf-

tain them*

Behold the Lord rideth upon afwift cloudy &c. The
fupreme Governor of the univerfe is here intro^

duced, going into Egypt with the utmoft fpeed, and
the effects of his advent are defcribed. Though
the mod high God is at all times every where pre-

fent, he is, in fcripture-language, faid to come into a

place, where he gives ftriking proofs of his prefence,

by remarkable difplays of his majefty, mercy, or

juftice. Hence he is faid to have descended in a

cloud, to promulgate his law to the children of Ifrael

at mount Sinai ; and, at the end of the world, the

Son of God will come in the clouds, to execute judg-

ment on all nations. The expreflion before us, hath

a manifeft allufion to the conduct of a prince, who,
having received intelligence of certain enormous
crimes being committed in fome diftant part of his

dominions, immediately goes thither in perfon, that

he may fpeedily put a flop to the infults that have

been offered to his authority, and execute vengeance

upon the guilty. For fimilar purpofes, the King of

nations is reprefented riding into Egypt, upon afwift
cloud. How magnificent the idea conveyed by
thefe words, of the divine Majefty riding upon the

heavens, making the clouds his chariots, and walking

upon
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upon the wings of the wind *. At his approach, the

mod powerful kingdoms of the world are filled with

difmay and terror. The exprefiion plainly intimates,

the perfect knowledge that God hath of all human
affairs ; that he clearly obferved the pride, the fuper-

ftition, and wickednefs of the Egyptians, which called

for righteous vengeance from heaven. It likewife

gave inftru&ive warning, that the time of God's long-

fuffering patience being expired, he would quickly

bring upon the Egyptians, unexpected, irrefiftible,

awful judgments, which their fins deferved, and prove

a fwift witnefs againfl them.

And the idols of Egypt Jhall be moved at his prefence.

Of all nations, the Egyptians were the mod abandoned
to the groffeft fuperltition and idolatry. They uni-

versally adored Afiris and Ills, which are fuppofed to

have been the fun and moon. Befides thefe gods,

and images made with hands, they worfhipped feveral

kinds of beads, fuch as the ox, the dog, the cat, &c.
So great was their refpect for thefe animals, that, in

the time of a fevere famine, rather than feed upon
any of them, they chofe to eat human flefh. At the

divine prefence, the idols of the Egyptians fhould fall

down, like Dagon before the ark of Jehovah. When
God was to appear, executing righteous judgment

upon that people, the deities which they honoured,

being utterly unable to afford them the afftftance that

they expected, were to tremble, in dread of the

threatened calamities ; they were to be removed from
the places they occupied, and to be deprived of the

refpecl: formerly (hewn them.—

—

And the heart of

Egypt Jhall melt in the midft of it. The hearts of the

moft valiant and courageous among them were to

fail, and to melt like wax before the fire, terrified at

the impending judgments which threatened their de-

ftruelion. In this fenfe the phrafe is often ufed in

fcripture, as in Deut. xx. 8. where the officers were

* See Pfal. civ. 3.

Vol. II, X ordered
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ordered to fpeak thus unto the people of Ifrael, when
they went out to battle : ' What man is fearful and
* faint-hearted, let him go and return to his houfe,

* left his brethrens heart faint (or melt) as well as

* his heart.' At the approach of the predicted cala-

mities, not only were the idols to be removed, but the

Egyptians themfelves, unable to make any effectual

refiftance, were to become extremely anxious and ti-

mid.—:—-This prophecy, with the predictions deliver-

ed by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, refpecting the deftruc-

tion of the idols of Egypt, were fulfilled, when Ne-
buchadnezzar marched into that country. The ap-

proach of that haughty, powerful monarch would, no
doubt, overwhelm the Egyptians with fear and dread

;

and, on his entering the country, their idols would
be contemned and abolifhed. It was more fully ac-

complifhed afterward, when Cambyfes invaded Egypts

killed the bulls which were worfhipped, fpoiled the

temples of the ludicrous images to which the inhabit

tants did homage, and then demolifhed them,

2 And I will fet the Egyptians againft the

Egyptians : and they fhall fight every one
againft his brother, and every one againft his

neighbour ; city againft city, and kingdom^

againft kingdom.

In this verfe, a civil war is foretold to arife in Egypt^
whereby the kingdom was to be greatly diffracted

s

and divided into factions. The calamities which
were to befal the Egyptians, fhould be occafioned,

not by foreign invasion only, but alfo by inteftine

commotions. One part of the inhabitants were to

act in hoflility againft the other; even thofe who.

were moft intimately connected by the ties of blood,

as brothers, and by local fituation, as neighbours,

Laying afide brotherly kindnefs, and the offices of

good neighbourhood, one individual would prove ini-

mkat
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rnical to another ; one city, and one kingdom, would
rife up againft another. This terrible calamity, of

civil difcord and contention, was to diffufe itfelf

through the whole empire, and to be one mean of

bringing it to defolation. This prediction was
verified in the days of Manafleh, king of Judah.

Though, prior to that period, Egypt was but one
kingdom, governed only by one prince, yet, after the

death of Sethon, the people difagreeing about the fuc-

ceflion, they continued near two years in a ftate of

anarchy, during which time great diforders arofe

among them. After tiiis period, twelve of the princi-

pal noblemen determined to feize upon the kingdom,
to divide it into fo many parts, of which each of them
was to prefide over one. Having governed the king-

dom upon this plan for about fifteen years, the princes

differed among themfelves, and excluded one of their

number from the government ; who, collecting toge-

ther an army, fought and conquered the other eleven

princes, and reigned over the whole country *.

3 And the fpirit of Egypt fhall fail in the

midft thereof; and I will deftroy the counfel

thereof: and they mall feek to the idols, and to

the charmers, and to them that have familiar

fpirits, and to the wizards.

Thefe civil difcords among the Egyptians, and the"

contentions of citizens, were to be accompanied with

the want of wifdom and counfel, which were requifite

to direct them in various perplexing circumftances.

Though they were highly renowned for erudition

and learning, fo that philofophers, from different

countries, went thither for their improvement in

knowledge
;

yet, at the time to which this prophecy
referred, their wifdom and ability to give counfel

were to be greatly impaired. That fpirit by which

* See Rollin's Hiftory of the Kings of Egypt.

they
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they had acquired great celebrity fhould fail, like

brooks of water during the drought of fummer, fo as

never more to be confpicuous.- And they Jhallfeek

to the idols, &c. with which the land every where
abounded ; and to the charmers, who ufed incanta-

tions and enchantments. And to them that havefa-
miliar fpirits, &c. ; to magicians, forcerers, and con-

jurers, with whom they frequently confulted in diffi-

cult cafes, and in whofe wifdom and (kill they had
much confidence. To perfons of thefe descriptions,

they were to have recourfe for advice in their divided,

perplexed circumflances, that they might be directed

in what manner they ought to conduct themfelves.-—

Were it necerTary here to adduce hiitorical proofs,

they might eafily be brought to fhew, that the Egyp-
tians were actually reduced to this diftrefled condition

before that Cambyfes, with his army, entered their

country. I fuppofe it fufficient at prefent to have

mentioned this circumflance.

4 And the Egyptians will I give over into

the hand of a cruel lord ; and a fierce king fhall

rule over them, faith the Lord, the Lord of

hofts.

The oppreflion of Egypt by a tyrannical prince, is

foretold in this verfe. This is the greatefl and
mofl grievous calamity of any that hath yet been

mentioned. The word tranflated give over, fignifies

alfo to Jhut up, as it is rendered in the margin ; and

emphatically exprefles the abject manner in which the

Egyptians were to be Subjected to the power of the

cruel, arbitrary prince, who is here intended. He
would rigorouily rule over them ; and treat them with

fuch Severity and cruelty, that his tyrannical oppref-

fion was to be felt as a heavy divine judgment. -It

is unneceffary to enlarge. This cruel lord, and fierce

king, was probably Pfammiticus, who became fo very

obnoxious to his fubjects, through his rapacity and

violence,
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violence, that two hundred thoufand of his foldiers

are faid to have deferted, and to have gone into

Ethiopia—or thePerfian princes,Cambyfes andOchus,

who are reported to have been imperious, cruel kings.

Thefe lad-mentioned fubdued the Egyptians, and re-

duced them to a date of fervitude and varTalage. To
give the utmoft certainty and (lability to this declara-

tion, it is folemnly ratified by the faithful God, the

Lord of hofts.

5 And the waters fhall fail from the fea, and

the river fhall be wafted and dried up.

The above-mentioned calamities were to be attend-

ed with a very considerable diminution of the waters

of the Nile, which were highly neceflary to the ferti-

lity of the foil, and the profperity of the country.

The vaft confluence of waters, which, through the

overflowing of the Nile, covered the land of Egypt,

difcharged themfelves into the fea. In dry feafons,

when the inundation did not rife above eighteen, in-

ftead of twenty-four feet, a famine was dreaded ; and,

after the waters were conveyed, by various ways, into

the country, and difpofed of with great care, that all

the inhabitants might fhare in the benefit, it is fup-

pofed, that a tenth part of them did not reach the

fea. In this manner the prediction before us was ful-

filled ; the river was wafted and dried up, on which
depended both the trade and fertility ofEgypt. A great

drought, which was to be followed with a fcarcity of

provisions, is the judgment threatened in thefe words.

6 And they fhall turn the rivers far away,
and the brooks of defence fhall be emptied and
dried up : the reeds and flags ihall wither.

In this and the next four verfes, are reprefented

the fad effects of the drought above predicted. Pha-
raoh-Necho, the fon of Pianimiticus, formed the vafl

defign
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defign of joining the river Nile with the Red Sea, by
means of a large canal ; in which arduous enterprife,

he is faid to have loft one hundred and twenty thou-

fand men. Though he was unable to complete this

great work, it is very probable that the waters of the

Nile might be thereby confiderably diminifhed, to

the no fmall detriment of the land of Egypt. To
facilitate this defign, the waters, as here predicted,

might be turned far away. And the brooks of de-

fenceJhall be emptied\ &c. The brooks that were fup-

plied with water from the Nile, and the rivers that

were ufeful to defend the country from foreign inva-

fion, mould be either much impaired, or wholly

dried up, fo that they could not ferve the purpofes to

which they had been improved. The reeds and

flags Jhall wither. In the land of Egypt, there were

many marines, fens, and low grounds, fituated by
the brooks, where reeds and flags, and a' kind of

rufhes, grew to a great height. Thefe were exceed*

ingly ufeful to the inhabitants, who made them into

boats, and various forts of veflels employed in failing,

into nets for fifhing, and mats for covering their beds.

Deprived of the waters and moifture whereby they

were nourifhed, they would foon wither and decay,

to the no fmall lofs of the Egyptians.

7 The paper-reeds by the brooks, by the

mouth of the brooks, and every thing fown by
the brooks fhall wither, be driven away, and be

no more.

The fubjecl introduced in the former verfes is

here continued. The paper-reeds were the reeds

of which the paper was made, ufed by the Egyptians,

From the root of this plant grew up many triangular

(talks, near a fpan in thicknefs, to the height of nine

or ten feet. After the root and top were cut off, the

pellicles or coats were ftripped off, then they were

extended upon a table, and being prefTed and dried,

they
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they were glued together and fmoothed. This pro-

cefs being finifhed, they were ufed for the fame pur-

pofes with paper among us. Of this article, an amazing
quantity was manufactured in Egypt. Thefe paper-

reeds grew in greateft abundance, and to highefl

perfection, by the brooks ; and efpecially at the

mouth of the brooks, where the water was mofl apt

to ftagnate. It is evident then, that when this fpecies

of plants, together with every thing fown near them,

withered, and were driven away, provifions mult

have been very fcarce, the trade and manufactures of

Egypt mud have fuffered very much, and the people

mud have been reduced to a deplorable condition.

The lofs would be ftill increafed by the want of ma-
terials for building and rigging of fhips, and feveral

other articles of commerce, which are faid to have

J)een made of thefe reeds.

8 The fifhers alfo fhall mourn, and all they

that caft angle into the brooks fhall lament, and

they that fpread nets upon the waters fhall lan-

guifh.

The lamentable effects of the above-mentioned ca-

lamities, on the different claffes of people, are next

reprefented. The waters being greatly diminifhed

or dried up, thofe who had been employed in fifhing

with nets, or angling with the rod, for profit or

amufement, would be greatly diflreffed, by being de-

prived of the opportunity of following that occupa-

tion. Thofe who were engaged in the feveral em-
ployments here fpecified, mufl have formed a very

numerous clafs of people in Egypt, where there was
fo much water, and where the inhabitants, through

their foolifh fuperftition, lived much upon fifh. Thofe
who were fifhers by trade, and thofe who occafionaliy

fifhed for recreation, were to mourn and lament the

lofs which they fuftained, by the waters being dried

up: the former would bewail the poor, flraitened

condition
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condition to which they were reduced, and the latter

would much regret the want of their former amufe-

ment. They thatfpread nets upon the waters Jhall

languifh, and become enfeebled, through want of em-
ployment and fubfiftence.

9 Moreover, they that work in fine flax, and

they that weave net-works fhall be confounded.

The manufacturers, as well as the fifhermen, were

to fuffer greatly by the diminution of the waters in

Egypt. Prodigious quantities of flax grew in the

land of Egypt, and formed a confiderable branch of

commerce with foreign countries. Hence we read,

that ' this kingdom traded with Tyrus in fine linen

* and broidered work*. 5 And in the days of king

Solomon, * the Israelites had linen yarn brought them
« from Egypt, which the king's merchants received

' at a price f
.* The fpinning of flax into yarn, and

the working that yarn into cloth, employed an im-

menfe number of hands, who carried this bufinefs to

great perfection. Of their flax, the Egyptians not

only made linen of various kinds, but they alfo wove
net-works, which ferved different purpofes. The
Hebrew word fignifies white works ; and may denote

thin fhewy cloth, like that called gauze, among us

intended chiefly for ornament. The people employed

in this trade, our prophet declares, fhall be. confound-

ed, at the time to which this prophecy referred. The
flax being withered and gone, they were to have very

little or none to fpin into yarn, and confequently

little or no yarn to weave into linen or net-work.

The tradefmen therefore, deprived of work, and the

means of fubfiftence, would be filled with aftoninv

ment and confufion, at the lamentable change of cir«r

cumftances which they experienced.

* Ezek. xxvii. 7. f 2 Chron. i. 16.

10 And
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10 And they mall be broken in the purpofes

thereof, all that make fluices and ponds for fifh.

Thefe words, as they fland conne&ed, require little

or no comment to render them more intelligible,

Thofe who wove net-works, and wrought in flax, be-

ing deprived of-the fupplies of that article which they

formerly received, were to be difappointed in their

defigns, and fruftrated in their expectations. Difpi-

rited and confounded by this remarkable change of

circumfiances, they, their conrie&ions and depend-

ents, along with thofe who ufed to be employed in

making fluices for letting in and off the water, and in

forming fifh-ponds in fields or gardens, were to unite

in bewailing their forlorn condition, and that all

their purpofes and projects were entirely baffled and
broken.——In this manner were the various enter-

prifes of thefe different claffes of citizens defeated,

and their devices made of none effect, as the jult

punifhment of their having put that confidence in the

means of acquiring wealth, and in idols, which they

ought to have placed in God alone, who gave them
all things richly to enjoy. Such was the feverity of

God's judgments upon the Egyptians, that it reached

to all their enjoyments, and to every defcription of

perfons among them. They had ftrong cities; and
among them civil difcord was to prevail. For a long

period they had continued unconquered ; a fierce

king was to fubdue and rule them. They had great

rivers ; but they were to be confiderably diminifhed

and dried up. They had an extenfive commerce ;

but the chief articles of which it confided, were to

fail from among them.——Beware then, my friends, of

trufting to external advantages, left ye provoke God
to deprive you of them. If they are multiplied, fet

not your hearts upon them, as if they could fcreen

you from danger, or afford you permanent happinefs.

We are too apt to fet our hearts upon prefent enjoy-

ments ; and, therefore, we are required to keep
Vol. II. Y them
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them with all diligence. The more moderately that

we value our temporal comforts, the longer we may
hope to poffefs them ; the more fondly that we dote

upon them, the fhorter we may expect will be their

duration.

1 1 ^f Surely the princes of Zoan are fools,

the counfel of the wife counfellors of Pharaoh is

become brutifh : how fay ye unto Pharaoh, I am
the fon of the wife, the fon of ancient kings ?

The prophet now proceeds to point out the more
immediate caufes of the calamities which befel the

Egyptians ; and the firft which he afligns, is the want

of good counfel. The propofition contained in

this verfe, is introduced by the word furely^ which
feems intended to confirm the truth which is aiTert-

ed The princes of Zoan are fools. The princes of

whom Ifaiah fpeaks, were thofe illuflrious perfonages

of the firft rank, who were admitted into the counfels

of the king of Egypt, and called to give their advice

in difficult cafes. Zoan was a very ancient city in

Egypt, where the Lord, by the hand of Mofes, per-

formed thofe ftupendous miracles before Pharaoh and
his people, whereby they were compelled to allow the

Ifraelites to depart the kingdom. In that early period,

it was a royal city, wherein the king and his court

refided. The princes, or counfellors of this city, at

the time here referred to, are pronounced fools, weak
imprudent men, who advife and act inconfiderately,

and foolifhly fuggeft to their fovereign thofe perni-

cious counfels, the execution of which would prove

extremely injurious to him and the interefts of his

kingdom. The counfel of the wife counfellors of

Pharaoh is become brulifo. The fentiment contained

in the preceding claufe, is again exprefTed in ftronger

terms. Pharaoh was the name anciently given to the

reigning princes of Egypt. The advice offered to the

monarch by his wife counfellors, is affirmed to be

brutifh,
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brutifh, deftitute of reafon and prudence. The wifeft

men about the throne were, it feems, incapable of

giving wholefome advice to their prince : they were

infatuated and corrupted to fuch a degree, that they

could not direct what meafures were proper to be

adopted in the management of public affairs. If

fuch was the character of thefe pretended fages, the

following words, in which their vain confidence is

exploded, are with great propriety addreffed to them

:

How fay ye, &c. Having given bad counfel to your

prince, how can ye have the effrontery to boaft of

your royal defcent and dignity ? After ye have given

repeated proofs of your folly and fottifhnefs in con-

dueling the mofl important affairs, and acted mod
unworthy of thofe great anceftors from whom ye

boafl of being defcended, how can yeprefume to apo-

logize to Pharaoh, by claiming kindred with ancient

kings ?

12 Where are they ? where are thy wife men?
and let them tell thee now, and let them know
what the Lord of holts hath purpofed upon
Egypt.

The prophet next farcafHcally addreffes the king of

Egypt, whom he upbraids for confulting with thofe

who vainly pretended, by magical (kill, to foretel fu-

ture events. -Where are they ? where are thy wife

men ; thy foothfayers, aftrologers, and thofe who have
the higheft pretenfions to wifdom and knowledge,
whofe advice thou haft often afked, and on whofe
counfels thou haft placed much confidence ? Let them
now declare, if they can, the purpofe which the Al-

mighty is about to execute upon Egypt, and the ca-

lamities which, ere long, he will inflict upon its inha-

bitants, as the juft punifhment of their crimes, the ap-

proach of which he hath clearly announced by hi&

fervants the prophets,

13 The



j 7 2 LECTURES on the Chap. XIX,

13 The princes of Zoan are become fools,

the princes of Noph are deceived, they have alfo

feduced Egypt, even they that are the nay of

the tribes thereof.

The princes of Egypt are here charged with having
given occafion to the deftruction of their country, by
their own folly, and by allowing themfelves to be im-

pofed upon by thofe who pretended to affift them by
their advice. To the princes of Zoan, mentioned
in the nth verfe, are fubjoined the princes of Noph ;

which fome commentators fay, was- the city Memphis,
much celebrated in ancient times, and which now
bears the name of Grand Cairo. This city, finely

fituated on the weftern banks of the Nile, was the

metropolis of Upper Egypt, and fometimes the refi-

dence of Pharaoh and his court. The princes of

Zoan and Noph were thofe renowned counsellors,

whofe bufinefs was to afiift the king with their advice

in difficult emergencies ; and who difcovered their

weaknefs and folly in the counfels which they gave to,

their fovereign, as to the public meafures proper to

be adopted at the time referred to. They have alfo

feduced Egypt, &c. As the children of Ifrael were di-

vided into twelve tribes, fo the land of Egypt was
diftributed into twelve nomes, or provinces. The
princes who refided in the chief cities of thefe dif-

tri&s, who ought to have been the flay and fupport

of the people, had led them into dangerous errors,

and fatal mhlakes, which threatened to ruin thofe

provinces over which they prefided. Of all men,
kings, and thofe who are in places of eminence, are

in the greatefl danger of being deceived and feduced

by bad counfel ; and, therefore, in our prayers for

them, we ought to recollect the delicate circumflances

in which they Hand, and the dreadful confequences

that may arife from their being deceived, to animate
us in our interceffions in their behalf.

14 The
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14 The Lord hath mingled a perverfe fpirit

in the midft thereof: and they have caufed

Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken
man ftairsereth in his vomit.i

t>ty

The true caufe of the ftupidity and folly of the

princes of Egypt, is clearly pointed out in this

verfe. Some among the ancients were of opinion,

that the particular date of the mind and affections

was to be attributed to the influence of fpirits, who,
they fuppofed, were active for this purpofe. The
fpirit which operated in the Egyptian princes and
counfellors, was exceedingly perverfe and obftinate,

inflexible and ftubborn. This fpirit the Lord is faid

to have mingled in the midft thereof. The expref-

fion feems to allude to the practice of thofe who com-
pound liquors, and when they are in fermentation,

mix with them fome noxious, ftrong ingredient, that

may produce certain effects upon thofe who drink of
the liquid thus prepared. Divine judgments are often

fpoken of in fcripture in reference to this practice, as

in Pfal. lxx'r
. 8.

c For in the hand of the Lord there
* is a cup, and the wine is red : it is full of mixture,
* and he poureth out of the fame : but the dregs

* , thereof all the wicked of the earth mail wring them
c out, and drink them.' Calamity, fear and for-

row, infatuation and defpair, are the bitter ingre-

dients which compofe this horrible mixture. In

confequence of this perverfe fpirit having been
mingled with the Egyptians, they would not make a

proper ufe of their reafon and underftanding, and
their foolifh plans of operation were to be difcon-

certed. This perverfe fpirit it is here affirmed, that

the Lord hath mingled in the midft thereof. This,

and the like expreiTions, muft always be underftood
in perfect confiftency with the righteoufnefs and ho-

linefs of God, who cannot be tempted to evil, neither

tempteth any man. With this limitation we fay,

the
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the infatuation of their counfels proceeded from the

Lord, who in this manner punifhed thofe who vainly

prefumed to boaft of their profound {kill and ability,

to give direction in every circumftance. They
have caufed Egypt to err in every work thereof. In
civil affairs, they formed fuch proje&s, and advifed to

fuch enterprifes, as were highly injurious to the in-

terefts of the nation. In religious matters, they

caufed the people to err, by encouraging them in

foolifh fuperffitions, and abominable idolatries.—

—

The fubject is illuftrated by the following cornpari-

fon : As a drunken manftaggereth in his vomit. The
fimilitude points out the deteftable and dangerous

conduct of thofe who were led affray in the manner
above defcribed.

15 Neither fhall there be any work for Egypt^

which the head or tail, branch or rulli may do.

The greatnefs and the extent of the divine judg-

ments, which were to be executed upon the Egyp-
tians, is here reprefented in ftrong terf.is. De-
prived of trade, manufactures, and hulbandry, di-

verted of wifdom and counfel, there mould be little

or no bufmefs carried on in Egypt. By the head

may be meant, thofe who were in high and elevated

ftations ; and by the tail, thofe who were in mean
and low conditions. By the branch may be fignified^

thofe who were poffeffed of power and influence ;

and by the rufh, thofe who were confidered as of the

leaft confequence among them. All claffes and ranks

of men in the kingdom, were to become feeble and
difpirited, through want of employment, and the pre-

valence of fupine idlenefs.

16 In that day fhall Egypt be like unto

women : and it fhall be afraid and fear, becaufe

of



Ver. i 6. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 175

of the fhaking of the hand of the Lord of
holts, which he fhaketh over it.

The weaknefs and timidity of Egypt, defcribed in

this and the next verfe, was another fource of their

diftrefles. At the period to which this prophecy
referred, the Egyptians were to be like to women.
Having laid afide their manly fortitude and firmnefs,

and being diverted of their martial valour, for which,

in former times, they had been renowned, they were
to become weak, indolent, and timid, by which means
the deftruction of their kingdom mould be accelerated.

Similar expreflions frequently occur in the prophetic

writings: the men of Babylon are faid, by the pro-

phet Jeremiah, to have been as women *
; and the

people of Nineveh are affirmed, by the prophet Na-
hum, to have been women f, for the fame reafons

that this character is afcribed to the Egyptians.

And it Jhall be afraid and fear, &c. All ranks of
people among the Egyptians, were to become fearful

and apprehenfive as to their fate ; they were to be
ieized with confternation and dread Becaufe of
the Jhaking of the hand of the Lord of ho/is. Shaking
or lifting up the hand, is a.pofture ufed by thofe who
threaten feverely to chaflize the perfons with whom
they are highly difpleafed, and to exprefs their refo-

lution of revenging the injuries which they have re-

ceived. In allufion to this practice, the making of

the hand of the Lord of hods may denote, the certain

intimations which were given to the people of Egypt,

of the fpeedy approach of terrible, threatened calami-

ties, with which they were foon to be vifited, by a

power which they could not refill. In the immediate
profpect of deferved, awful judgments, they were to

be overwhelmed with fear and dread, ariiing from
manifold confiderations.

* Jer. li. 30. f Nahum Hi. 13.

1 7 And
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17 And the land of Judah fhall be a terror

unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention

thereof, fhall be afraid in himfelf ; becaufe of

the counfel of the Lord of hofts, which he

hath determined againft iti

A circumftance is mentioned in this verfe, which

appears fomewbat furprifmg and paradoxical. Whilfl

the Egyptians were greatly diftrefTed with the judg-

ments of heaven, and reduced to a low and afflicted

condition, they mould recal to their remembrance the

predictions which had come to their knowledge, that

related to the calamities wherewith they were to be

vifited. By the recollection of thefe, and comparing

them with their prefent adverfe itate, many of them
would be convinced of the truth of thefe prophecies,

and by that means be gradually brought to the

knowledge of the God of lfrael. Befides, the people

of Judah, who had almoft at all times been terrified

at the power of Egypt, were, in their turn, to become
the object of terror to the Egyptians, fo that the con-

dition of both nations was to be reverfed.- -The

reafon of this fear and terror is fubjoined : Becaufe of

the counfel of the Lord of hofts^ &c. The purpoie ol

Jehovah, which gave rife to the fear and terror felt

by the Egyptians, was that which refpected the de-

itruction of their power and kingdom, with the pre-

fervation and fafety of the Jewifh nation, the know-
ledge of which had feme how reached the land of

Egypt. The great defigns which God intended to

accomplilh in that populous country, had been pub-

limed by his fervants the prophets ; and fuch terrible

things in righteoufnefs were contained in their denun-

ciations, that the Egyptians were afraid at the very

mention of them. Thofe who are acquainted with

the ancient hiftory of Egypt, may obferve the exact

accomplifhment of the above predictions. As the re-

cords which are extant of this famous kingdom are

involved
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involved in much obfcurity, and intermixed with

pompous fables, commentators entertain different fen-

timents as to fome of the events whereby this pro-

phecy was fulfilled. I mall therefore only add a few
words to what I have already faid upon this fubject.

Not many years after the deftruction of Sennacherib's

army before Jerufalem^ the affairs of Egypt were

thrown into confufion by inteftine broils, which end-

ed in an anarchy that lafled fome years. This was

fucceeded by the tyrannical government of twelve

princes, who divided the country among them ; and,

at laft, by the reign of Pfammiticus, which continued

for fifty-four years. Not long after, Egypt was in-

vaded and conquered by Nebuchadnezzar ; and then

by the Perfians, under Cainbyfes, the fon of Cyrus.

The yoke of the Perfians was fo grievous, that the

conquefl of that kingdom by Alexander, may be con-

fidered as a deliverance to Egypt, efpecially as he,

and his fuccellors, favoured and improved that

country.

By the predictions contained in the feven lafl:

verfes that we have been confidering, we are taught,

that the deftruction of kingdoms proceeds not from

chance or fortune, but from the purpofe of Jehovah.

When a people abufe the bleffmgs which he confers

upon them, when they become corrupt and wicked in

the extreme, he infatuates, or baffles, the counfels of

their princes and wifefl flatefmen. The purpofe that

he determined, was againfl Kgypt ; and, therefore,

all the efforts of thofe who prefided over that coun-

try, could not afford it any effectual relief. The
counfel of Ahitophel was the beft that could have

been given, to facilitate the hoftile defigns of Abfa-

lom againfl his father's throne : but the Lord turned

it into foolifhnefs ; and thus difappointed the crafty,

that he might fulfil his own pleafure. By the autho-

rity of princes, the wifdom of counsellors, the equity

of judges, the fuccefs of trade, the valour of troops,

and plenty of provifions, he eflablifhes kingdoms,

Vol IL Z and
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and makes them flourlfli. By removing thefe flip*

ports, or permitting them to decay, the glory and

ftrength of nations foon fade, and come to nothing.

As when the vifion faileth, the people perifh in their

fpiritual capacity ; fo when counfel, induftry, and

courage fail, they perifh in their civil capacity, as a

body politic. Thefe confiderations flrongly inculcate

upon us the practice of that righteoufnefs which ex-

alteth a nation, which teacheth the governors to rule

with wifdom, to negotiate with fuccefs, and to defend

with refolution ; and inftru&eth the people to pay a

ftricl: regard to fmcerity and truth, to juftice and

equity, to mercy, charity, and public fpirit.

1 8 IT In that day fhall five cities in the land

of Egypt fpeak the language of Canaan, and

fwear to the Lord of hofts : one fhall be called

the city of deftru&ion.

The latter part of this prophecy, contained in this

and the following verfes of the chapter, reprefents the

important bleflings which God would confer upon

Egypt, after the calamities above foretold had been

inflicted. After having defcribed the awful judg-

ments which the Almighty was about to execute upon

that fuperflitious, idolatrous nation, the prophet pro-

ceeds to announce the approach of better times,

wherein the knowledge of true religion was to be

communicated to that people. The Lord of holts

having clearly revealed to him the future vocation of

the Gentiles to the kingdom of the only true God,
and the promifed Mefliah, he embraces the opportu-

nity now afforded him, of fpeaking concerning that

glorious event, and the precious bleflings which God
would beftow upon the Gentile nations. He had al-

ready declared, that the Egyptians, when diftreffed

with grievous calamities, feeing the inability of their

gods to work their deliverance, mould ferioufly lay to

heart the caufes which contributed to bring upon
them
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them the fevere judgments with which they were, af-

fli&ed, that had been foretold by the God of Ifrael.

The fear and dread arifing from the confideration of

their deplorable condition, was to prove the happy

mean of inducing many of them openly to acknow-

ledge the true God, who was worfhipped in Canaan.

In that day. About the time, or not long after the

foregoing predictions were verified, the following re-

markable events mould take place. This expremon,

which very often occurs h\ the prophetical writings,

mull be frequently explained in a large and extenfive

fenfe, as including a confiderable portion of time. In

this manner the apoflle James paraphrafed the words

of the prophet Amos, which he quoted in his fpeech

before the fynod at Jerufalem. The prophet had
marked the feafon for the accomplifhment of his pre-

diction, as Ifaiah here does, by the words, * in that
6 day :' of which the apoflle gives the true fenfe,

when he faith,
c
after this ;' after God had fifted the

houfe of Ifrael, and the fmners of his people died by
the fword, he would raife up, the ruinous tabernacle

of David. In the fame way we underfland the words

in this paffage, and in many others ; of which when
we come to treat, it will be unneceflary to repeat what

hath now been faid. In that day, wherein the afflic-

tion and fervkude of Egypt mould be followed by the

reftoration of the kingdom, in fome meafure, to its

former profperity, liberty, and glory.

Shall Jive cities in the land of Egypt /peak the lan-

guage of Canaan. There were anciently, as I have al-

ready obferved, avafl number of cities in the land of

Egypt : five of which are here mentioned ; this de-

terminate number being, as I fuppofe, intended to

fignify an indefinite number. Instances of this fort

occur in feveral places of fcripture ; as in Leviticus

xxvi. 8. where Mofes, recounting the bleflings which

fhould attend the Ifraelites if they walked in God's

ftatutes, afTured them, ' Five of you fhall chafe a

* hundred, and an hundred of you fhall put ten thou-

<fca*
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* fand to flight.' And in the parable delivered by
Jefus Chrift concerning ten virgins, diftributing them
into two clafies, he fays, * That five of them were wife,
c and five of them were foolifh*.' What proportion

the five cities here fpecified bare to all the cities in

the land of Egypt, I pretend not to determine ; nor
dare I affirm, which of them were the cities that our

prophet had in his view. Perhaps he had in his eye

five principal cities in Egypt \ and meant to affirm,

that Memphis, Bubafte, Sais, Alexandria, and Helio-

polis, mould accede to the worfhip and fervice of the

true God. He indeed mentions the name of one

city, which, he fays, mail be called the City of De-
flruclion, perhaps to intimate the approaching demoli-

tion of the magnificent temple l;hat flood there, which
was deftroyed by the orders of Vefpafian, after that of

Jerufalem. In the margin, the Hebrew word is trans-

lated the City of the Sun, probably becaufe there was
in this city an elegant temple, which was dedicated

to that great luminary. The prophecy of Jeremiah,

reflecting the deftru&ion of Egypt, feems to favour

this lafl interpretation of the name of the city ; for

fpeaking of Nebuchadnezzar's invafion of this king-

dom, he foretold, that he would break in pieces the

images of the houfe of the fun f

.

Concerning thefe cities, it is faid, that they /hall

/peak the language of Canaan, Thefe words literally

underflood, import, that they were to fpeak the fame

tongue and dialect which was ufed by the pofterity of

Abraham, who inhabited that country, which was
very different from that fpoken by the Egyptians.

This, however, cannot be the meaning of the predic-

tion; for woufd it not be abfurd to maintain, that a

few cities in Egypt would exchange their language

for that of the Ifraelites, when, by fuch an alteration,

they could not have acquired any valuable compenfa-

^ipn ? An event of much greater magnitude, a bene-

*> Mstth xxv. I. etfeq. f Jer. xliii. 13.

fit
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fit of far higher importance, feems to be intended by
this prediction; though it muff be acknowledged,

that the Egyptians would, no doubt, learn to.read the

Hebrew tongue, that they might be qualified to un^

derftand the Hebrew fcriptur^s. Harmony and good
agreement, defirable intercourfe, with unanimity of

fentiment in the doctrines of religion, and particularly

in matters relating to the worfhip of the living God,
mould happily be eftablifhed between the inhabitants

of both countries. In this fenfe, the apoftle Paul,

when writing to the Corinthians, ufes a fimilar ex-

preffion : f I befeech you, brethren, in the name of
4 our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye all fpeak the fame
6 thing ; that ye be perfectly joined together in the

' fame mind, and in the fame judgment V Acknow-
ledge the fame divine truths, and exprefs them in

nearly the fame terms. To fpeak then the language

of Canaan, according to this prophecy, is to difcourfe

on facred fubje&s in a manner peculiar to thofe who
enjoy divine revelation, and are taught of God. It

is to treat of fpiritual matters in that dialect which is

bed fuited to their nature and importance, and which
hath been employed for this purpofe by patriarchs and
prophets, by Jefus Chrift himfelf, his apoftles, and
difciples in all ages. This language of the people of

God hath in it fomewhat peculiar, whereby it may be

diilinguimed from all other kinds of fpeech. It is

quite free from vanity, detraction, falfehood, impu-
rity, and folly, with which all other converfation is

more or lefs tinctured, whilft much is faid concerning

the only true God, the great Mefliah, the promifes,

ordinances, and commandments of Jehovah, with

many other fuch delightful topics. This is undoubt-
edly the meaning of the words, as appears from the

fcope of the prophecy, and the fubject of which it

treats.

And /wear to the Lord of hojls. The Egyptians

were not only to honour the God of Ifrael by a holy

* i Cor. i. io.

converfation,
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converfation, but they were alfo to bind themfelves,

to his fervice by the flrongeft and mod folemn ties,

lb fwear to. the Lord is a very folemn religious ac\
whereby men exprefs a facred veneration for God,
and bring themfelves under the mod powerful obliga-

tion to perform their oath. It may here denote, the

folemn manner in which they would enter into cove-

nant with the Mofl High, and confecrate themfelves,

to the belief and obedience of his bleffed word. This

fecms to be the meaning of the expreflion in chap,

xlv. 23. of this prophecy, where the Lord faith, ' To
c me every knee (hall bow, and every tongue fhall

c fwear.
5 The import then of this prediction will be 3

that the Egyptians were wholly to abandon their for-

mer fuperftitious and idolatrous practices, and fo-

lemnly to dedicate themfelves to the worfhip and fer-

vice of the living God. Having thus opened their

mouths unto, the Lord, they were to cleave to him
with purpofe of heart, to walk in his ordinances, and

to keep his judgments, and do them. A furprifing

happy change indeed, furpafling all human probabk

lity ! but the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it.

19 In that day fhall there be an altar to the

Lord in the midft of the land of Egypt, and a

.pillar at the. border thereof to the Lord.

The good effects wdiich were to arife from the ac-

complifhment of the foregoing prediction are here

foretold. The Egyptians', having adopted the lan-

guage cjf Canaan, and folemnly (worn allegiance to

the true God, were to-make public profeffion of their

faith, and to erect an altar to Jehovah. The altar to

be raifed in the midft of the land, was not intended

for orientation, fuch as were thofe confecrated by

Heathen nations to their gods, but for facred pur-

poses, in connection with the temple and minifters of

the Lord. It was not to be erected merely to com-

memorate fome great, event, but that the fervants of

God.
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God might thereon prefent the facrifices and obla-

tions of which we read in ver. 21. Though the

Ifraelites were prohibited from offering facrifices to

God in any place but where the Lord their God had

appointed, this prohibition might not extend to Gen-

tile converts. However this might be, Ifaiah only

foretels the event, without faying any thing as to the

lawfulnefs or illegality of the matter. The Egyptian

converts then, according to this prophecy, were not

to leave their own country, that they might go and

facrifice to the Lord at Jerufalem ; but they were to

build an altar themfelves, in the midft of their land,

where it would be mod convenient for perfons from

all quarters to refort, that they might prefent their

oblations unto God. t|

And a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. It

Was an ancient cuftom, worthy of imitation, that

when fome eminent favour was conferred upon a per-

Fon or fociety, a pillar or monument was erecled upon

the fpot where it was received. Upon fuch monu-
ments, infcriptions were often made, to celebrate the

mercy of God, from which the benefit proceeded,

to explain and perpetuate the remembrance of the

blefiing which was thus gratefully acknowledged.

Several inftances of this fort are recorded in the Old

Teftament. In the hiftory of the patriarch Jacob, we
read, that when he was at Bethel, he took the Hone

that he had put for his pillow, and fet it up for a

pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it, in comme-
moration of the diftinguifhed kindnefs of God which

he enjoyed in that place*. After the men of lfrael

had fmitten the Philiftines at Mizpeh, the prophet

Samuel took a ftone, and fet it between Mizpeh and

Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, faying,

' Hitherto the Lord hath helped us
f.'

In like man-

ner, the Egyptians, having experienced the divine

goodnefs, and confecrated themfelves to the fervice

* Gen. xxviii. 18, 19. f 1 Sam. vii. 12.

of
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of God, were to fet up a pillar in the border of their

land, as a monument, to teftify, that even,the moft

diitant places of the country had fubmitted to the

obedience of the Lord of hofls, of which it was to be

a fign and witnefs.

20 And it fhall be for a fign, and for a wit-

nefs unto the Lord of hofts in the land of

Egypt: for they fhall cry unto the Lord be-

caufe of the oppreffors, and he fhall fend them a

faviour and a great one, and he fhall deliver

them*

Having mentioned the defign for which this pillar

was to be erected, in the firft part of the verfe, our

prophet proceeds, in the latter part of this and the

two following verfes, to affign the reafon of the re-

markable change which was to happen in the land of

Egypt, and the happy confequences with which it

would be attended.—1—Opprefled by powerful ene-

mies, and reduced to forlorn circumftances, they were

to cry unto the Lord, and earneftly to implore with

fuccefs his gracious afliftance. To cry unto the Lord,

an a to entreat with importunity his merciful interpo-

fition in their favour, was undoubtedly the bed mea-

fure which they could have adopted in the feafon of

their calamity. When lfrael anciently was grievoufly

opprefled by the progenitors of this people, they cried

unto the Lord ; and he heard their cry, and their

groaning, and wrought deliverance for them *. When
fools are afflicted becaufe of their tranfgrefiion, they

cry unto the Lord in their trouble ; and he faveth

them out of their diflrefTes. When thofe who do
bufinefs in the great waters are in extreme danger,

they cry unto the Lord ; and he delivers them, and
bringeth them into their defired haven f .

< God will

* regard the prayer of the deftitute, and not defpife

* Exod, ii. 23. etfeq. f Pfal. cvii.

• their
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4 their prayer. This (hall be written for the genera-
* tion to come : and the people that mail be created,
' mail praife the Lord. For he hath looked down
* from the height of his fancluary : from heaven did
c the Lord behold the earth : to hear the groaning
c of the prifoner, to loofe thofe that are appointed to
c death V How great are his tender mercies, who
alloweth none to feek him in vain ! The Egyptians,

who cried to him, when opprefied by cruel lords,

and fierce enemies, were heard, and their requefts

granted ; for it is added,

He jhall fend them afaviour, and a great one, and
he jhall deliver them, from the power of thofe who ty-

rannized over them, and effe&ually vindicate them
from the many hardfhips which they fuftained under
the defpotic princes of Perfia. God was to fend them
a faviour for this kind purpofe. He was not to arife

from among themfelves, but to be fent them from a
diftant country, that he might perform this necefiary

and generous defign. A great one, who himfelf

fhouid be a very illuftrious perfon, a magnanimous
prince, and the author of a very great deliverance to

the Egyptians. This great deliverer, to whom our
prophet primarily referred, was Alexander, king of

Macedonia, who was called the Great. This heroic

prince refcued Egypt from the tyranny of their op-

preffors, and reftored the kingdom to its former pro-

fperous and flourifhing condition in civil affairs.

The Egyptians, however, had worfe oppreflbrs than

the Perfians ; the
.
powers of darknefs, who rule

mightily in the children of difobedience, and their

own flrong corrupt propenfities, whereby they were
more grievoufly afflicted. Thefe, I have no doubt,

made them cry more earneflly to God for deliverance,

than all the cruelty exercifed upon them by their

fierce lords. Though the prophecy therefore might
refer to the illuftrious prince I juft now mentioned,

* Pfal. cii. 17. etfeq.

Vol. II. A a and
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and the freedom which he wrought for Egypt, yet, I

apprehend, it chiefly and ultimately received its ac-

complishment in the million of Jefus Chrift, and his

advent among them by the miniftry of his fervants.

The Mefliah is indeed a great Saviour : great in his

perfon, ' who is God over all, bleffed for ever ;* great

in the characters he fuftains, in the works he performs,

in the falvation he beftows, and in the glory to which

he is now exalted. This almighty Saviour, accord-

ing to this prediction, was to be fent to the Egyptians,

and revealed to them, that they might participate in

the bleflings of his falvation ; and that, being refcued

from the hands of their enemies, they might ferve

God in holinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of

their lives.

21 And the Lord fhall be known to Egypt,

and the Egyptians fhall know the Lord in that

day, and fhall do facrifice and oblation, yea, they

fhall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it.

This verfe defcribes the happy effects which were

immediately to refult from the fulfilment of the pre-

ceding prediction. Jehovah was to be known in

Egypt, which had, for a long period, been involved

in ignorance, fuperftition, and idolatry. The founda-

tion of all true religion, and real felicity, confifts in

the knowledge of God, and in acquaintance with the

manifeftations which he hath given of himfelf. The
exiftence, perfections, providence, and grace of God,
were to be announced to the Egyptians, by the judg-

ments that he was to execute, the wonders that he

was to perform, and the revelations of his mercy with

which they were to be favoured. By thefe various

ways, Jehovah was to be known in Egypt, as the only

living and true God, as the Governor among the na-

tions, and the fole object of all religious worfhip and
adoration.

—

—And the Egyptians Jhall know the Lord
in that day. Mens ignorance of God is the fruitful

fource



Ver. 2x. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 187

fource of all their fins and miferies ; and this muft be

removed by the knowledge of the Almighty, that

they may become acquainted with true religion, and
happinefs. When therefore God is about to fend

falvation to any people, he makes himfelf known to

them, and then they become acquainted with him.

For this purpofe, he, who will have all men to be

faved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth,

was to reveal himfelf to the Egyptians ; in confequence

of which, they would attain that underftanding which
is the firft ftep toward falvation. Senfible of its high

importance, and the pleafure with which it is accom-
panied, they would follow on to know his loving-

kindnefs, expreffed in his promifes, and communi-
cated by his providences ; his wifdom and grace, dis-

played in his covenant ; his love, authority, and holt

nefs, (lamped on his laws ; and his gracious defigns

toward his people in all his difpenfations.

And jhall do facrifice and oblation. Sacrifices and
oblations were thofe offerings which were, in obe-

dience to the divine appointment, prefented before

God by his people, as an acknowledgment of their

obligations to him, dependence upon him, and obe-

dience to what he required, and to exprefs their hopes

of his promifed mercy. If facrifices and oblations here

fignify things fomewhat different, the former may de-

note thofe animals which were flain, that they might
be offered, and the latter may exprefs the gifts which
were to be prefented unto the Lord. Convinced that

all they poffeffed belonged to God, and acknowledge

ing their manifold obligations to his providence and
grace, the Egyptians were to bring facrifices and obla-

tions to the Lord, of the various kinds which he had
required. Tea, theyJhall vow a vow unto the Lord,

A vow is a folemn promife made to God refpecting

fome matter of high importance, of which we have

right and power to difpofe, and the performance' of

which is perfectly confident with what is unqueftion-

able duty. In many paffages of fcripture, we read of

vows.
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vows made by good men unto the Lord. Jacob
vowed to devote to God the tenth part of all that he

would give him ; and David, the king of Ifrael, ac-

knowledged, that the vows of God were upon him.

The Egyptians, having come to the knowledge of the

Lord, were to adopt all the pious practices whereby
good men had bound themfelves to the fervice of

God. They would firmly refolve, they would fo-

lemnly vow and promife fidelity to God, and mahifeft

their inviolable attachment to his worfhip, their in-

ward purpofe of heart, by exprefs declaration in

words, or by fome fignificant a&ion, fuch as fubmif-

fion to the ordinance of baptifm or circumcifion,

Having made a vow to the Lord, they would perform

it. Convinced that it is better not to vow, than to

vow and not to pay ; that having opened their mouths
unto the Lord, they could not go back. Perfuaded

that in juflice and gratitude they were obliged to pay

their vows, and that by unfaithfulnefs they would ex-

pofe themfelves to divine judgments, they punctually

performed their promifes unto the Lord. An ex-*

ample this highly worthy of our imitation,

22 And the Lord fhall fmite Egypt, he fhalt

finite and heal //, and they fhall return even to

the Lord, and he fhall be entreated of them,

and fhall heal them*

The reftoration of Egypt to its ancient fplendor,

and the removal of its dittrefTes, is here foretold.-*

The Lord fhall fmite Egypt with various afflictive

providences and fevere judgments, which were to

prove the happy means of bringing them to a juft

fenfe of their fins, their danger, and duty. By his

word of truth, accompanied with the power of his

Spirit, he would fmite their hearts, fo that they fhould

be filled with fhame and remorfe on account of their

tranfgreflions. When they were to be in this dif-

trefled condition, the Lord, who woundeth and heal-

th,
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eth, would reftore them to health and foundnefs.

According to this prediction, he was to heal Egypt
of the difcords that had arifen in that kingdom, and
to remove the diftrefles occafioned by the calamities

with which they had been vifited. He was to cure

that people of their fpiritual maladies, by his pardon-

ing mercy and fan&ifying grace, which he would 1I-?

berally difpenfe among them.

—

^-And they jhall re*

turn even to the Lord, in the exercife of unfeigned re-

pentance, from the error of their ways, into which
they had departed. Some there are, who return, but

not to the Moft High : they abandon one error, that

they may run into another : they (lop fhort of God,
and may be faid rather to return to themfelves than

t& their Maker. To diftinguifh the Egyptian converts,

from perfons of this defcription, their return is fore-

told to be to the Lord; to his worfhip and fervice, to

his protection and conduct, to his favour* and the en-

joyment of its blefTed effects.

And he Jhall be entreated of them. The Egyptians,

returning to the Lord, fhall earneftly fupplicate his

mercy and forgivenefs, that he would love them free-

ly, and receive them gracioufly into his favour and
family. To their earneft prayers and entreaties, God
would be pleafed to hearken, and they were to pre-

vail with him to grant them the bleflings which they

requefled. He would give them a kind reception at

his throne of grace, and fulfil their juft defires which
were agreeable to his will. And Jhall heal them.

Of this mercy they are again aflured, whilft intima-

tion is given, that it (hall be conveyed to them in

confequence of their importunate fupplications to the

God of all grace. This ineftimable bleffing hath been
often obtained in this manner by thofe who were in

diftrefs. When the royal pfalmift prayed, in Pfal.

vi. 2.
c Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed,' he

thus triumphs, at ver. 9.
c The Lord hath heard my

* fupplication ; the Lord will receive my prayer.*

What he elfewhere fays on this fubjett, hath been

verified
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verified in every age : ' They looked unto him, and
* were lightened : and their faces were not afhamed,
* This pooV man cried, and the Lord heard him ; and
' faved him out of all his troubles*.' This remark,
thus exemplified, fuggefts ilrong encouragement to

us in all our afflictions, to have recourfe to God for

cure and deliverance. Thefe predictions which
were delivered concerning Egypt, ought to be verified

in us, my brethren, who profefs to have folemnly de-

voted ourfelves to the Lord of hods, and to have

fworn allegiance to him as our Lord and Mailer,

We ought to fpeak the language peculiar to his

people, and to maintain a converfation becoming the

gofpel and our holy profeffion. Acknowledging that

Jefus Chrift is the altar that fanctifieth every gift, we
ought to prefent through him, thofe fpirituai facri-

fices of prayer, of praife, and doing good, which are

well-pleafing unto God. Imprefled with a fenfe of

his diftinguiihing goodnefs, and the memorable de-

liverances that he hath wrought for us, we ought to

raife grateful monuments to his mercy, which may
witnefs our firm attachment to his fervice. In all our

diftreflfes, let us cry unto the Lord, in the humble
hope that he will fend us feafonable deliverance, by
the mighty Saviour whom he hath raifed up. As the

Lord hath made himfelf known to us by his word,
let us thankfully receive and improve the light he af-

fords us, by vowing perpetual obedience to him, and
by daily performing thefe vows in the prefence of all

his people. When he fmiteth us, convinced that he
alone can heal, let us return to him, humbly implor-

ing his mercy, in the pleafing expectation that he will

heal us, as he did the Egyptians.

23 If In that day in all there be a high-way out

of Egypt to Affyria, and the Affyrian fhall come

* Pfal. xxxlv. 5, 6.

into
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into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Aflyria, and
the Egyptians fhall ferve with the Aflyrians.

The joyful confequences which were to refult from
the accomplishment of the foregoing predicted events,

are represented in this and the two following verfes.

The effects are truly wonderful, far furpafling all hu-

man expectation. In that day : at the time, or

foon after the above prophecy was to receive its fulfil-

ment. -Shall there be a high-wayr

, &c. A plain, pub-

lic, and much-frequented way of communication
mould be opened between Egypt and Affyria, where-

by an intimate correfpondence would be carried on
between thefe two kingdoms, which were formerly at

variance with each other. Laying afide their enmity,

and hoftile defigns, the mod entire concord, and the

mod intimate intercourse, was to fubfift: betv/een thefe

two nations, which would be cultivated, on both

fides, with great afiiduity and fuccefs. And the

Egyptians fljallferve with the AJJyrians^ the one great

Lord of all, who is rich in mercy to all that call upon
him, and accepteth, in every nation, him that feareth

God, and worketh righteoufnefs. With one confent,

they were to cry unto him, to do facrilice, to offer

oblation, to vow unto him, and to perform their

vows, and to pay him the facred homage which he
juftly requireth.

24 In that day fhall Ifrael be the third with

Egypt, and with Aflyria, even a bleffing in the

midft of the land.

Egypt and Affyria, by uniting with Ifrael, were to

derive a bleffing upon the new connection which they

had formed. Their connection with the people of

God was to prove a remarkable benefit ; for the bleff-

ing which God had commanded upon Israel, who in-

habited the midft of the land or the earth, was to be

by them tranfmitted to other nations, according to

the
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the promife which God made to their father Abra-

ham, recorded Gen, xii. 2.
c

I will make of thee a
* great nation, and I will blefs <hee, and make thee a
* bleffing.' The pofterity of that great patriarch

were honoured to be the inftruments of communicat-

ing the divine bleffing to Egypt and Aflyria, whilft.

they exhibited to them a linking inftance of its

powerful influence. The bleffing of Abraham, which

was to come upon the Gentiles through Jefus Chrift,

confifts in reftoration to the divine favour, in the

participation of divine grace, with the hope of eternal

life. In the enjoyment of thefe high privileges, the

true felicity of man confifts ; and, deftitute of them,

in the judgment of God and his faints, we are lying

under the curfe, and excluded from the number of

the blefled. To this bleflednefs the kingdoms here

mentioned were to be called, and Ifrael was to be the

medium through which it fhould be conveyed ; and,

with Ifrael, they were to rejoice in the pofleffion of

the glorious prerogatives accompanying the fervice of

God. As from among that people the great promifed

Mefliah was to arife, in whom all nations were to be

blefled, from whom all the bleflings of grace were to

proceed, and by whom the gofpel was to be preached,

which publiflies the mod precious bleflings, and is the

inftituted means whereby they are attained—on thefe

and other accounts, our prophet foretels, that Ifrael

fhall be a bleffing in the midft of the earth.

25 Whom the Lord of hofts fhall blefs, fay-

ing, Blefled be Egypt my people, and Aflyria

the work of my hands, and Ifrael mine inhe-

ritance.

Thefe words contain the folemn benediction which

the almighty God pronounced upon the three king-

doms here mentioned. In the prophecy relative to

Egypt that we have now been confidering, the auguft

title of the Lord of hofts is ufed no lefs than eight

times,
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times, a circumftance which deferves to be remarked.

He who foretold thefe very extraordinary events, and
who will abundantly blefs his church, gathered from
among different nations, is the Lord of hods, for

whom nothing is impoffible, who will certainly fulfil

all his promifes and predictions. -Bleffing is a

word which, though often ufed, is little underftood,

and lefs attended to by too many. Men blefs God,
when they exprefs the pleafure which they feel in the

contemplation of his glorious all-fufficiency, and the

gratitude that arifes from the view of his ineftimable

benefits. Men blefs one another, when, to exprefs

their tender affection for thofe whom they love, and
to mew that they would make them happy were it in

their power, they earneflly requeft that God would
blefs them. But when the Lord of hofts fhall blefs,

as an evidence of his excellent loving-kindnefs, he
doth not pronounce empty words, or ineffectual

wifhes, but communicates real permanent bleffednefs

to thofe who are the objects of his favour. When he
bleffed the Father of the faithful, he rendered him as

happy as a man can be in this prefent life. He con-

ferred upon him the gift of faith ; and that faith he

accounted to him for righteoufnefs, of which he gave

him both the fign and the feal. He gave him great

riches, and children ; and promifed that his poflerity,

who were to be multiplied as the ftars of heaven,

mould be heirs of the world : and being not afhamed

to be called his God, he prepared for him a city, to

which the patriarch looked forward with hope and
joy. From hence it is eafy to learn, what is included

in being bleffed by the Lord of hofts, and what that

bleffing is which cometh upon the Gentiles.

Saying, Bleffed be Egypt my people, whom I have de-

livered from the hands of their enemies, admitted into

covenant with me, and the enjoyment of the glorious

prerogatives connected with this relation. My people,

who, thoroughly convinced that they are my rightful

property, have voluntarily furrendered themfelves to

Vol. II. Bb my
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my fervice, and confecrated themfelves to my honour

and glory, that they may fhew forth my praifes. The
Egyptians were to be the people of the Lord of hofts,

not merely by external profeflion, whereby they en-

joyed many outward privileges, but by a hearty fur-

render and refignation of all their concerns to his di-

rection and difpofal, who, by a day of his power, fub-

dued the obftinacy and perverfity of their hearts, and

made them his willing people. Befought by the mer-

cies of God, as intimated in the foregoing verfes,

they prefented their bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac-

ceptable unto God, which was their reafonable fer-

vice. They yielded themfelves unto the Lord, and

their members as inftruments of righteoufnefs unto

God ; and this facrifice, or oblation, was to be fanclt-

fied by the Holy Ghoft, that it might be acceptable.

They were to gather themfelves together, and to re-

fort to the great Meffiah, that they might fubjed

themfelves to him as their common head, enter into

covenant with him, wait upon his law, and ferve him
with a perfect heart and willing mind. In this man-

ner they were to demonftrate the truth and fincerity

of their profefTed fubje&ion and obedience to the

Lord of hofts, and their entire devotednefs to him
and his fervice. The people in Egypt, who were to

be of this description, are pronounced blefTed by the

moft high God ; and, therefore, they mult have been

blefTed indeed.

And AJfyria the work of my hands. All the people

of the earth are the work of God's hands : he made
them, and not they themfelves. For this reafon, com-
mon to mankind in general, who are all the creatures

and workmanfhip of God, I apprehend, the Affyrians

are not called the work of.God's hands in this bene-

diction ; but this character is given to them on an-

other and more peculiar account. In the expreffion,

there feems to be an obvious reference to the work
of God's grace, whereby he createth his people in

Chrifl Jefus unto good works, and forms them after

his
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his image, that they may fhew forth his praife. In

performing this blefled work, he removes the vail of

ignorance and prejudice, which hung over their

minds ; he takes the direction of the heart, which
had gone far from him ; he regulates the affections,

which were diffipated among improper objects ; he
writes his law upon the inward parts, which were
very wickednefs ; he pours divine light into the

mind ; he reduces to order all that had gone into

confufion ; and forms the mod amiable beauty in

place of the mod odious deformity. In this manner
the Lord of hofts purifies the fervants of fin, and con-

verts them into fervants of righteoufnefs : he tranf-

forms them from likenefs to the flrft earthly man,
into refemblance of the fecond Adam, who is the

Lord from heaven ; and changes the carnal into a fpi-

ritual man. He tranflates them from the power of

Satan into the kingdom of his dear Son ; he fheds

abroad his love into their hearts ; he adorns them
with divine gifts and graces ; and fan&ifies them in

foul and body, by his Holy Spirit. This is the work
of God, which, in fcripture, bears the names of rege-

neration, renovation, creation, illumination, and tranf-*

formation. Thefe privileges diftinguifh the fons and
daughters of the Almighty, who are the work of his

hands, from the other clafTes of mankind ; and bring

down upon them the benediction of heaven. For
thefe reafons, I fuppofe, the AfTyrians are defcribed as.

the work of God's hands.

And Ifrael mine inheritance. Though Ifrael. t}e laft

mentioned, that people were honoured with prece-

dence in the kingdom of God : to them the oracles

of God were firft committed, to them the gofpel was
firft preached, and to them Jefus Chrift was firft fent,

to blefs them, in turning them from their iniquities.

At the time, however, in which this prophecy was to

receive its full accomplifhment, they were to be incor-

porated into one church and kingdom with the Gen-
tile nations : all diftin&ions of this fort being then

abolifhed^
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abolifhed, Ifrael was no longer to hold the pre-emi-

nence. This people God was pleafed to diftinguifh

by the name of his inheritance, whom he appropriated

to himfelf from among all the nations of the earth,

that he might refide among them in a peculiar man-
ner, that he might promulgate to them his laws, that

he might make known to them his promifes, that he

might eftablifh among them his worfhip, and defend

them from their enemies. This defcription, which is

repeatedly applied to Ifrael in the Old Teftament, in-

timates, that they were the objects of God's diftin-

guifhing favour and regard, and confequently of his

tender care and protection ; that by them he was ho-

noured and ferved, and from them received thofe pre-

cious fruits which were acceptable in his fight. Such
were the highly favoured people whom our prophet

declares, the Lord of hofts would blefs. Would
you, my brethren, participate in the enriching blelTmg

of Jehovah (and who does not wiih to be blefled of

the Lord) ? confecrate yourfelves to his fervice, and
commit all your interefls into his hands, deeply fen-

fible that this dedication is both your duty and your

honour, and will redound to your higheft advantage.

ImprefTed with a humbling fenfe of your depravity

and corruption, earneftiy implore, that God, who is

all-fufflcient in power and grace, may make you his.

workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good
works ; and accompany your prayers with the dili-

gent ufe of all thofe means that he is pleafed to render

effectual for this purpofe. Be folicitous that you may
be admitted among his peculiar people, and become
part of that noble inheritance which he hath chofen,

and will abundantly blefs.

This prophecy was in fome meafure fulfilled, after

the boundaries of the kingdom of God were extended

to Egypt and AfTyria, and many profelytes from thefe

countries joined in the Jewifh religion. Of this fub-

ject Jofephus fpeaks in his Antiquities, lib. xiL

cap. iii. M»j It was more fully accomplished, after the

divine
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divine lamp of the gofpel was carried info Egypt, un-

der the reign of the Roman emperor Claudius, and
his fucceflbrs, when the Egyptians, in great numbers,
became the difciples of Jefus Chrift, and were dedi-

cated to the Lord in baptifm. By means of the holy

fcriptures, they were inflru&ed in the knowledge of

the true God ; they frequented the public affemblies

for divine worfhip ; they were employed in the folemn

exercifes of religion, and erected public monuments
of their Chriflian profeflion. United by the ftrong

bonds of love and peace to thofe in Syria and Aflyria,

who joined with them in the fervice of God, they be-

came intimately connected with them, by the faith,

hope, and practice of the gofpel, as hiftory relates

;

and with them they were blerTed of the Lord of hofts.

This wonderful work of Jehovah, which was begun
about the time of Alexander, called the Great, hath

made confiderable progrefs ; and mall be gradually

carried forward to its full confummation, when the

prophecy (hall receive its completion, to the glory of

God.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE predictions contained in this chapter, ma>
be confidered as a fupplement to our prophet's

fifth difcourfe, recorded in the foregoing one. By
divine command, Ifaiah appears before his country-

men the Jews, naked and barefoot, not having on
the garb which he was accuftomed to wear, that, by
this fignificant fign, as well as by verbal inflruclions,

he might place fully in their view, the import and
certainty of what he was commiflioned to declare.

Whilft the Aflyrian empire flourifhed in its glory,

and its boundaries were continually enlarging, the

Jews, the Phoenicians, and inhabitants of Paleftine,

were (truck with terror at the uninterrupted fuccefs

that attended their arms, which that exorbitant power
meditated to carry into Egypt itfelf. In the mean
time, the Jews and Ephraimites, neglecting the God
of their fathers, looked to Egypt and Ethiopia

chiefly for afliftance, prefervation, and deliverance<>

As a proper correction of their fin and folly in this

refpecl:, thefe nations became a fcourge to them in-

ftead of a defence. The Egyptians and Ethiopians

having been vanquifhed by the Affyrians, many of

them were taken captive, and led away, almoft naked,

into fervitude in diftant countries. This event God
was pleafed not only to foretel, but to prefigure by
our prophet, that the Jews and Ifraelites might be

convinced of the weaknefs of thofe in whom they

confided, and the abfurdity of placing their truft in

an arm of flefh. In this forcible manner did the Al-

mighty inflrucl his people, that the united power of

Egypt and Ethiopia though to human view fufficient

to oppofe the ftrength of Afiyria, and to fupport the

hopes of thofe who were diftrefled by its tyranny in

Paleftine, yet all their expectations from thefe quar-

ters were to be difappointed. In confequence where-

of, they would feverely upbraid themfelves with te-

merity
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merity and folly, whilft they beheld the mod fenfible

proofs, that all human affairs are entirely under the

direction of the God of Ifrael, in whom they ought

to have trufted rather than in man. The chapter

before us is compofed of two parts : the infcription,

which admonifhes us of the time wherein it was pub-

lifhed, with other circumftances proper to be known
;

and the prophecy itfelf, with the emblematical repre-

fentation that accompanied it, and the remarkable

effe&s with which it mould be attended.

C H A P. XX.

IN the year that Tartan came unto Afhdod
(when Sargoruthe king of AlTyria fent him)

and fought againft Aihdod, and took it.

Thefe words clearly afcertain the time wtierein this

prophecy was delivered, by a then well-known event,

of which we are entirely ignorant, the hiflory of it

having been buried in the ruins of time. • The king

of AlTyria, who is here mentioned by the name of

Sargon, was .probably either Shalmanefer, the father

of Sennacherib, or Sennacherib himfelf. Tartan was
the general whom he fent as commander in chief of

this expedition, to which our prophet refers. This
was the name of the firflE in rank of the three general

officers whom Sennacherib fent from Lachifh, with a

great hoft, againft the city Jerufaiem ; and was pro-

bably the very perfon *>f whom our prophet here

fpeaks. Afhdod was one of the principal cities which
belonged to the Philiflines. It is not improbable,

that this expedition was undertaken about the feventh

year of Hezekiah's reign, after the Ephraimites had
been led captive by the Aflyrians. The AfTyrian mo-
narch having fubdued the Ifraelites, and being en-

raged at the Egyptians and Ethiopians, who refufed

to
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to fubmit to his authority, that warlike prince turned

his arms againft thefe nations ; and ordered his troops,

in their progrefs, to attack Afhdod, and to take pof-

feflion of the city. From this period, until the tenth

year of king Hezekiah, he carried on war againft

Egypt and Ethiopia, which, after three years, he fo

far vanquifhed, as to lead great numbers belonging

to both countries into captivity. Then,

2 At the fame time fpake the Lord by Ifaiah

the fon of Amoz, faying, Go, and loofe the

fackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy

fhoe from thy foot : And he did fo, walking

naked and barefoot.

Our prophet, having fpecified the time in which
he received the following inftructions from God, pro-

ceeds to relate the revelation that was communicated
to him. The word of the Lord delivered to Ifaiah

this exprefs order, which, by his miniftry, was made
known to the people among whom he lived : Go, and
loofe the fackclothfrom off thy loins, &c. Sackcloth was

a very coarfe, rough fort of cloth, which was often

made of goats or camels hair ; and was anciently

worn by thofe who mourned in times of great afflic-

tion, whether perfonal or public. The king of Ifrael,

during a terrible famine in Samaria, had on an inner

garment of this fort. On hearing the prophecy of

Jonah, the king of Nineveh iflued a proclamation,

that all his people fhould fail:, and put on fackcloth #
.

Of the fame kind of coarfe itufF the prophets of old

wore an upper garment, as a badge of their office.

On this account, I fuppofe, the prophet Elijah was

called a hairy man ; and John the Baptift is faid to

have been clothed with a garment of camel's hair.

This garb might be intended as an emblem of the

aufterity of their life and doctrine. This upper gar-

* Jonah iii. 8.

ment,
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ment, or cloak, Ifaiah was required, on this occafion,

to lay afide. -Befides, he was ordered to put off

his (hoe from his foot, which he was accuftomed to

wear, after the manner of his countrymen, that, by
this new and uncommon appearance, he might attract

the attention of his fellow-citizens, and excite them
»to inquire into the reafons of this extraordinary

change of his habit. The prophet's prompt obe-

dience to this divine command is mentioned in the

latter part of the verfe

:

And he didfo, walking naked and barefoot. He did

not, under fome fpecious pretext, decline to execute

the order given him from Heaven ; but, without he-

fitation, he immediately carries it into execution, be

the confequences what they may. Senfiblfe that as

the thing formed hath not right to fay to him that

formed it, Why haft thou made me thus ? fo the

creature ought never to queftion the wifdom or

authority of its Creator and Lord. The appointment

of God renders thofe things and actions which in

themfelves feem mean and contemptible, momentous
and ufeful : it ftamps them with real dignity and im-

portance, and makes them truly inftructive. View
the ceremonial inftitutions of the Old Teftament,

fuch as circumcifion, abllinence from particular

kinds of food and of raiment, uncleannefs con-

tracted by touching certain objects, and fprinkling

the tabernacle with blood, and they appear trifling

and ridiculous. Contemplate them again as the or-

dinances of God, infinitely wife and gracious, and

you may difcern their excellence and extenfive utility.

Look at our prophet as he is here defcribed, and you
fee an odd appearance ; but confider him acting by
divine commiflion, that he might reprefent to his

countrymen the future naked and deflitute condition

to which thofe nations were to be reduced, in whom
they foolifhly placed their confidence, and every cir-

cumftance acquires new confequence. Such is the

amiable goodnefs and condefcenfion of God, that he

Vol. II. C e inftruds
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inftructs his people, not only by words, but by figns

;

and in this manner fpeaks in a language eafy to be
underftood, that makes the truth more evident and
more effectual in its operation. Whilft the word
reaches the ear, the figure attracts the eye ; and both

united, make the mod powerful impreffion on the

heart. Both thefe modes of inftruction are beauti-

fully conjoined in the eftablifhment of God's cove-

nant, wherein he hath declared, that ' there fhall not
6 any more be a flood to deftroy the earth V This

folemn afiurance he hath illuftrated and confirmed,

by fetting his bow in the clouds : and in the in-

flance before us, both were wifely connected, for the

benefit of the pofterity of Ifrael. Ifaiah now prefi-

gured what he predicted.—-—Walking abroad among
the people without the ufual badge of his office, with

which he commonly appeared in public, and having

on no more than one fhoe, in the fcripture-ftyle he
is faid to have walked naked. Thus Saul, the fon of

Kifh, when deflitute only of a prophet's garment, is

faid to have prophefied naked f ; and David, king of

Ifrael, having laid afide his royal and military robes,

is faid ' to have danced naked before the ark of God,
* notwithflanding he had on a linen ephod

J.'
In the

fame manner, Ifaiah is faid to have walked naked,

when having laid afide his upper garment, the exter-

nal badge of his prophetic character, and one of his

fhoes, he exhibited himfelf to public view. Though
this order impofed a confiderable hardfhip upon him,

and might expofe him to fome degree of ridicule, if

not contempt, yet he yielded the moft punctual and
exemplary compliance, that he might fhew his unli-

mited obedience to God, that he might give ufeful

inftruction to thofe among whom he exercifed his

miniflry, and prefent to the fervants of God, in every

age, a pattern of fubmiffion highly worthy of imitation.

* Gen. ix. li. f i Sam. xxx. 24. % 2 Sam. vi. 20.

3 And
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3 And the Lord faid, Like as my fervant

Ifaiah hath walked naked and bare-foot three

years for a fign and wonder upon Egypt, and
upon Ethiopia.

This and the following verfe contains an expofition

of the fign above mentioned. Our prophet, by act-

ing in this inflance as he was commanded, exhibited

to the people a ftriking reprefentation of a diflant

and obfcure event ; and, by the novelty and ftrange-

nefs of his appearance, excited their aftonifhment and
inquiries into the reafons of his conduct. Though
his figure might feem furprifing and abfurd, it was
defigned to awaken his fellow- citizens from their in-

fenfibility, and to roufe the attention of all who be-

held him to his predictions and difcourfes. Whatever
new and uncommon external afpect he aiTumed, his

gefture, habit, and actions, were intended to convey,

to the mofl reluctant and inconfiderate among the

people, fome knowledge of the will of God. The
time Ifaiah continued this practice was three years*

The exprefTion here ufed is remarkable,; for whilft the

prophet explains the divine command which he re^

ceived from God, he gives an expofition of the order

itfelf. The order was, that he mould fhew himfelf

naked and bare-foot, to intimate to ail who beheld

him, that within three years they might expect the

calamity which he foretold, that was likewife to con-

tinue for the fpace of three years. The words are fo

placed in the Hebrew, that they may be connected

either with the former or latter part of the fentence,

and fo the time fpecified may refer either to the dis-

tance or continuance of the predicted judgment upon
Egypt and Ethiopia. I can hardly think (but I pre-

tend not to determine) that our prophet fhewed him-
felf in public without his upper garment and fhoe

during the long period of three years ; and therefore

I am willing to fuppofe, that a day was given him for

a year 3
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a year, as was done to the prophet Ezekiel on another

occafion (chap. iv. 6.).

4 So fhall the king of Affyria lead away the

Egyptians prifoners, and the Ethiopians cap-

tives, young and old, naked and bare-foot, even,

with their buttocks uncovered, to the fliame of

Egypt.

The uncommon appearance which Ifaiah made in

public, was intended to reprefent to the men of Ju-
dah, the naked and deftitute,condition to which the

Egyptians and Ethiopians were to be reduced by their

enemies the Affyrians. At the time this prophecy
was to be fulfilled, great numbers of both thefe na-

tions were to be taken prifoners, and led away into,

captivity, with hardly any clothes upon them to cover

their nakednefs, which mould be at once their fhame
and reproach. To the Egyptians efpecially, who, like

other poliihed nations, were accuftomed to wear fine

clothes, and to value themfelves on account of their

drefs, this harfh treatment would be exceedingly dif-

trefling ; and therefore it is added, to the Jhame of
Egypt. This circumitance does not equally apply to

the Ethiopians, who were to fhare the fame fate with
their allies, as they were far inferior to them in re-

fpecl; of drefs and poiitenefs ; and, on this account
probably, they are not mentioned with Egypt in the

latter claufe of this verfe. Of the truth of this pre-

diction, which ere long was to be verified, the Jewifh
people had a fenfible demonftration prefented to their

view, which demanded their ferious attention and
practical regard. God was pleafed to inftrud
them, and he flili continues to teach us by fimili-

tudes. He inculcated upon them many important
lefTons, by the feething-pot, the linen-girdle, the pot-

ter's veCel, the bafket of figs, and the yoke of iron
a

pf which you read in the prophecies of Jeremiah. In

the
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the prophecy before us, he adopted the fame infmuat-

ing mode of inftruction : and in the parables of the

loft fheep, the prodigal fon, the barren fig-tree, and

the ten virgins, he gives us many ufeful leflbns, which

he that hath ears to hear will diligently endeavour to

learn and practife.

5 And they fhall be afraid and afhamed of

Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their

glory.

The publication of this prophecy being intended to

convince the Jewifh nation of the extreme folly and

vanity of placing their truft in Egypt and Ethiopia,

who could not defend themfelves from the encroach-

ing power of Affyria, the wretched condition to which

their prifoners were to be reduced mould have filled

thofe who confided in them with confufion and ter-

ror. The perfons who the prophet foretels were to

t>e afraid and confounded, were the Jews (whom he

does not deign to mention), who gloried in Egypt and

her allies. After the accomplifhment of the predicted

event, they were to be alhamed of the ill-founded ex-

pectation which they had prefumptuoufly entertained,

of receiving effectual affiftance from the confederate

nations ; and to become more afraid than ever, of the

increafing greatnefs of Affyria. Thofe who place

their expectation on princes, and truft to human aid,

without proper regard to God, fhall certainly be afraid

and afhamed. Egypt was a powerful kingdom, re-

nowned for the wifdom of its counfellors, the riches

of its treafures, and the ftrength of its armies. Ethio-

pia was celebrated on account of the vaft number of

its inhabitants, and the immenfe multitudes which

they fent forth to battle. The ftrength
w
of thefe two

nations being united, the Jews entertained flattering

expectations from their alliance with them ; and efpe-

cially did they boaft of the connection they had

formed with Egypt. Having placed that dependence

upon
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upon an arm of flefh which ought to have been fixed

upon the Lord alone, fear and fhame were to be their

juft recompenfe. Such disappointments mould ren-

der us cautious, and excite us to take diligent heed,

left, by fimilar conduct, we txpofe ourfelves to that

fhame and confufion of face which arifes from ilU

placed confidence.

6 And the inhabitant of this ifle fhall fay in,

that day, Behold, fuch is our expectation whither

we flee for help to be delivered from the king of

AfTyria : and how fhall we efcape ?

The embarrafTed, perplexed condition of the people,

who are here fpoken of, is emphatically defcribed in

thefe words.——The inhabitant of this ifle, or rather

country, as the Hebrew word is tranflated in the mar-

gin of fome Bibles, may denote thofe who dwelt in

the land of Paleftine, which was fituated by the fea-

coaft, and was nouriihed and bounded by the fea,

efpecially the Jews and Ephrai mites, to whom the

opprefTive power of AfTyria had become a very griev-

ous yoke. At the time Egypt and Ethiopia were to

be vanquifhed, and multitudes of both kingdoms

taken prifoners by the AfTyrians, no other power

exifled that could fuccefsfully oppofe the ambitious

defigns of that formidable empire ; and therefore the

people of Judah and Ephraim would, in very ftrong

terms, exprefs their difappointment, perplexity, and

confternation, in fuch language as this : Behold the

vain, extravagant expectations in which we long in-

dulged are now frufhated ! Thofe to whom we reforted

for help, and hoped for protection from the fpreading

power of AfTyria, are themfelves conquered. How
then fhall we efcape who are lefs able to make a^y re-

finance? We fhall fall a prey into the hands of our

rapacious, cruel enemies : no hope of deliverance

now remains.

Such
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Such, my brethren, is the miferable difappoint-

merit which uniformly attends thofe who place their

confidence in man, and truft not in the Lord Jeho-

vah, in whom is everlafting ftrength. To this fin of

relying on human aid, the Jews were exceedingly

prone ; and on that account they often fuifered very

feverely. Sometimes they trufted in their fenced

cities*, fometimes in their numerous armies f, fome-

times in their wifdom j, fometimes in their privi-

leges ||,
fometimes in the AfTyrians§, and fometimes

in the Egyptians ^[, as we learn from the fcriptures.

God therefore ju ft ly brought againfl them this heavy

charge, c Thou haft forgotten me, and trufted in
c falsehood,' in thofe perfons and things that pro-

mifed afiiftance and fafety, but could not confer them

;

' therefore the Lord hath rejected thy confidences,
* and thou (halt not profper in them.' Inftead of

helping, they diftrefted them. Truft not then in

princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom there is no
help. If they have inclination, they are often unable

to aftift and protect their friends : though they may
have both will and power, their breath may depart, all

their thoughts perifli, and all your hopes be buried

with them. c Happy is the man that hath the God
* of Jacob for his help, whofe hope is in the Lord

his God !'

This prophecy was doubtlefs exaclly fulfilled in its

feafon, though ancient hiftory, handed down to us,

does not particularly record the event to which it

chiefly refers. From the accounts tranfmitted to us

refpedting this period, we naturally fuppofe, that after

that powerful, renowned warrior Shalmanefer had
occupied Samaria, in the hxth year of Hczekiah's

reign, he intended to have reduced all the land of

Paleftine to his fubjeclion. Being diverted from the

execution of his purpofe by the interposition of di-

_* Jer. v. 17. f Hof. x. 13. J Jer. viii. 8.
J|

Jer.

vii. 4. §2 Chron. xxviii. 16.
«f[

Jer. ii. 37.

vine
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vine providence, he turned his arms againft Egypt

and Ethiopia, who were then in alliance, and fought

with confiderable fuccefs. Having obtained fome

fignal victories over the confederate nations, many of

them were ignominioufly led away captive, as our

prophet foretold. The people of Judah, who had

thrown off the yoke of Aflyria, about the tenth year

of Hezekiah's reign, being informed of this conqueftj

were afraid, and afhamed of their condition, dread-

ing that no way of efcape was left them from the in*

creafing oppreftive power of the Aflyrian monarch*

PRELIMt
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

HPHE fixth difcourfe, recorded in the fecond part
-* of thefe prophecies, on which we now enter,

treats of the deftru&ion of Babylon—of the future

fortunes of the Idumeans—of the Arabians, the inha-

bitants of the defert. The prophet, who beheld the

Babylonians extending their conquefts over the world,

fubje&ing all Afia to their empire, and threatening to

overturn the kingdom of Judah, rapt into an ecftacy

by the fpirit of prophecy, had exhibited to his view,

the Medes and Perfians inverting and taking that

great city. That wonderful event, far exceeding all

human expectation, he minutely defcribes, and a

variety of circumftances with which it was to be ac-

companied. Notwithftanding the burden of Babylon
was related in chap. xiii. the fubjecl, being of high
importance, is again refumed, that the people of God
might be firmly eflablifhed in the faith of this afto-

nifhing incident, and fo neither truft to the friendfhip,

nor dread the enmity of the Babylonians. The de-

ftru&ion of Babylon being emblematical of the over-

throw of myftical Babylon, the powerful enemy of the

church of God under the New Teftament, the pro-

phecy might be repeated, to iignify the infallible cer-

tainty of both thefe great events. This prediction

feems to have been delivered much about the fame
time with the former, which I fuppofed to have been
in the feventh year of king Hezekiah's reign. After

the infcription, our prophet, divinely inftrucled in

the wonderful fubjecl of which he was about to fpeak,

introduces his inftruclions relative to the fatal cata-

ftrophe which was to put a final period to the glory

of Babylon, by mentioning fome of the many ills

which the people of God had fullered from that quar-

ter, ver. 1, 2. The Medes and Perfians are invited

to lay fiege to the city, and to execute upon it the juft

judgments of God, in the latter part of ver. 2. =

Vol. II, D d Then
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Then follows a graphical defcription of the diftrefs

arifmg from the great calamity which that renowned

city was to experience, ver. 3, 4. Some circum-

itances with which it was to b$ attended are next

mentioned, ver. 5. .., A command is given to the

prophet to appoint a watchman, who faithfully re-

ports what he faw, and what was done, ver. 6.— 9.

The whole is concluded with a public annunciation^

that Babylon is fallen.

CHAP. XXL

THE burden of the defert of the fea. As,

whirlwinds in the fouth pafs through.; Jo

it cometh from the defert, from a terrible land.

The burden of the defert of the fea, or, The oracle

concerning the defert of the fea, is the title, or in-

fcription, given to this prophecy. From the analogy

of all its parts, which have a manifeft reference to

that great city, and particularly from the ninth verfe,

it is evident, that Babylon is the fobject whereof it

treats. The names given to fome of the books of

the Old Teflament, and the titles prefixed to feveral

of Ifaiah's prophecies, are unqueftionably myftical^

and intended to exprefs, though obfcurely, the matter

which they contain. Of this fort are the titles placed

before the five books of Mofes, before this and the

prophecy recorded in the following chapter, where
the burden of Jerufalem is called, The burden of the

valley of virion. The figurative defcription here given

of Babylon was extremely jufl, becaufe around the

city, efpecially toward the fea, was a large flat morafs,

often overflowed by the waters of the Tigris, and the

great river Euphrates. Such was its original flate,

fuch it became after the taking of the city by Cyrus,

and fuch it continues to this day.

As
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As whirlwinds in thefouth pafs through, &c. Thefc
words feem intended to reprefent the great calamities

whereby the Babylonians afflicted the Jewifh nation,

which brought upon them the awful judgment of

Heaven. The fubjecl: is introduced with a fimilitude

that deferves attention. The whirlwind comes very

fuddenly, moving in a circular form ; and fometim«es

blowing with fuch amazing violence, as to tear up
large trees by the roots, and to demolifh ftrong edi-

fices. Winds of this fort were mod frequent in

fouthern countries, and from that quarter they were
obferved to come mod commonly : hence thefe words
of Elihu, c Out of the fouth cometh the whirlwindV
Our prophet therefore, when he would reprefent the

terrible diftrefles which the Babylonians had inflicted

upon Judea, compares the devaftatiori which they

made in that country to whirlwinds in the fouth,

where they fpread fudden, unavoidable deftru&ion,

carrying away every thing that might impede their

progrefs. So it cometh from the defert. In like

manner, defolation came, with the utmoft violence,

upon the Jewifh nation from the defert, even from
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, ftimulated by the defire

of conqueft and domination, marched with a great

army into Judea, vanquiming every opposition that

lay in the way : he difturbed the order and tranquil-

lity of the kingdom ; he invaded Jerufalem ; he laid

wafte the temple of God ; and, after having fpread

defolation over the country, he carried away into exile

great numbers of the inhabitants. Thefe and many
other evils which befel the Jews, proceeded

From a terrible land. The land of Aflyria juftly

merited this defcription, on account of its prodigious

extent, and great diftance from Canaan, where thefe

predictions were delivered. Great objects with which
we are unacquainted, placed at a remote diftance, are

often confidered as dreadful. The Chaldeans were a

* Job xxxvii. 9.

ftrong
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flrong and martial people ; for thus the Lord God
fpeaks of them by the prophet Jeremiah :

' It is a
* mighty, it is an ancient nation—their quiver is an
' open fepulchre, they are all mighty men*.——I
know fome expofitors have confidered what is faid in

this verfe, not as the reafon of the deftruclion of Ba-

bylon, but a reprefentation of the rapid march of the

Medes and Perfians under Cyrus, to accomplifh the

following predictions ; and in this view the words are

explained, as containing a fummary of the whole pro-

phecy that lies before us. Though I will not affirm

that this is not the meaning of our prophet, yet I

much prefer the expofition now given, to that which

applies thefe words to the Medes and Perfians. Ba-

bylon being here called a defert, feems to have been

the very defert from whence came, with great rapi-

dity and violence, thofe defolating judgments, which

are compared to a whirlwind palling through the

fouthern regions.

2 A grievous vifion is declared unto me, the

treacherous dealer dealeth treacheroufly, and the

fpoiler fpoileth : go up, O Elam : befiege, O
Media : all the fighing thereof have I made to

ceafe.

No wonder that our prophet fhould have pronoun-

ced this a grievous, diftrefting vifion. Whether the

vifion he meant, was the clear difcovery afforded him,

by the fpirit of prophecy, of the calamities which had

been inflicted by the Babylonians on his countrymen

the Jews, or the terrible judgments which were to be

executed upon Babylon by the Medes and Perfians,

in either view, it muil have given rife to great afflic-

tion. The character was extremely natural and juft,

whether it was founded on what was faid in the iirft

verfe, according to the interpretation now given, or

* Jer. v. 15, 16.

on
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on the predictions which follow, relative to the over-

throw of Babylon. The treacherous dealer dealeth

treacheroujly, and thefpoiler fpoileth. The king of Ba-
bylon is doubtlefs the perfon of whom thefe words
are fpoken. He fet no bounds to his avarice, ambi-
tion, and injudice; but, in the execution of his de-

figns, perfided in acting mofl perfidioufly, and in

plundering thofe who would not fubmit to his autho-

rity. That tyrannical prince, regardlefs of the happi-

nefs of fociety, and defpifing the laws of humanity,
overturned thofe governments which were unable to

refid his power, opprefled, fpoiled, and led away cap-

tive the people into foreign countries. In this man-
ner he acted, confidently with the odious character

here given by our prophet ; and in this bafe, iniqui-

tous conduct he obdinately perfifted, notwithstanding

the remonftrances that were made againft it.
c He is

' a proud man (faith the prophet Habakkuk), neither
4 keepeth at home, who enlargeth his defire as hell,

* and is as death, that cannot be Satisfied, but gather-
* eth. unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all
c people *.' On good grounds therefore (as the pro-

phet intimates in the verfes preceding this quotation),

the juft look for the fulfilment of the promifes made
to the church, efpecially when tyrants, intoxicated

with their power and grandeur, are guilty of trea-

chery and cruelty, tyranny and ambition, and thus

bring down upon themfelves, and their kingdoms, the

mod terrible divine judgments.——-On thefe and
other accounts, the order is publifhed

:

Go up, Elam : befiege, Media, &c- Rapt in

prophetic ecftacy, Ifaiah calls upon the Perfians and
Medes to execute the divine vengeance upon Baby-
lon. This command, like that delivered in chap.

xiii. 3. proceeded from the Lord God of hods, who
mudereth the armies of battle, and afiigneth to king-

doms, as well as individuals, the various fervices

* Hub. ii. 5.

whereby
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whereby they execute his pleafure. The order for

going and befieging Babylon is directed to Elam.

This was the name of the firft-born of Shem, the fon

of Noah ; and from him given to his pofterity, which

were afterward called Perfians, from Perfeus, one of

their kings. Media was anciently a kingdom in Afia,

that fubfifted above three hundred years, the capital

of which was Ecbatana. It was afterwards united

with Perfia into one great empire, over which Cyrus

was king. To thefe united powers the call is addreff-

ed, which was accompanied with aftonifhing efficacy.

Though our prophet had not the leaft ability whereby

he could induce the nations to obey the order that he

publifhed, yet, coming from the God of the fpirits of

all flefh, it produced its full effect. He commanded,
and all things flood fafl in the beginning : his word
brought the flood upon the world of the ungodly

;

and the Elamites and Medes, from afar, againft Ba-

bylon. All preparations and attempts are in vain*

when God doth not call for them. Men have founded

the trumpet, and gone forth to battle in vain, becaufe

God profpered them not. All the creatures mufl

hearken to his voice, and execute his pleafure.

All tbefighing thereof have I made to ceafe. The fighs

and groans, the complaints, tears, and forrows, to

which Babylon had given rife, by her many infidious

attempts upon the liberties and poffeflions of neigh-

bouring nations, and particularly of Judah, were to

come to a period with that great opprefling city-

The caufe being removed, the effect mould ceafe.

3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain

;

pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a

woman that travaileth : I was bowed down at the

hearing of it, I was difmayed at the feeing of it.

4 My heart panted, fearfulnefs affrighted me

:

the night of my pleafure hath he turned into

fear unto me.
Whilft
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Whilft the Holy Spirit placed fully in the view of

our prophet, the dreadful calamities which the Medes
and Perfians were to inflict upon Babylon, he is feized

with dread and conflernation, which he defcribes in

very ftrong terms. This terror and difmay with

which he was now afflicted, afforded a ftriking em-
blem of the terrible anguifh and perturbation that the

execution of the divine judgments he forefaw were

coming upon that great city would excite in its inha-

bitants. In like manner, the deep fleep, and horror

of thick darknefs, which fell upon the patriarch Abra-

ham, when he had a vifion of the future opprellion of

his poflerity in Egypt, might prefigure that affliction,

and their ftupid infenfibility when in that condition.

The defcription before us, is copious, emphatical, and
extremely moving.- Therefore are my loins filled

with pain. The ftrength of man is chiefly feated in

his loins ; and when they are much pained, the per-

fon, in this (late, muft be greatly debilitated, and
exceedingly diflrefled.-. Pangs have taken hold of
me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth. Repre-

fentations of this fort are fometimes illuftrated in

fcripture by this ftrong fimilitude, to exprefs the

extreme anguifh felt by the perfon in diftrefs ; and
this idea is plainly intended to be conveyed by it

here. J was bowed down at the hearing of it, as one
unable to fuftain the intolerable burden that is laid

upon him. / was difmayed at the feeing of it.

While he beheld the vifion prefented to his view, he

was greatly terrified, and much difquieted. My
heart panted, fearfulnefs affrighted me. Our prophet

feems to have been in a condition fimilar to that of

Eliphaz, the Temanite, ' when a thing was fecretly

' brought to him, and his ear received a little there-

* of. In thoughts from the vifions of the night, when
* deep fleep falleth on men, fear came upon him, and
* trembling, which made all his bonl^ to fhake *.' He

* Job iv. 12, 13, 14.

was
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was exceedingly agitated and affrighted. Fear came

upon him like an armed man, and overwhelmed him

with unutterable diftrefs The night of my pleafure

hath he turned into fear unto me. The feafon wherein

I have been refrefhed with fuch comfortable repofe as

God giveth to his beloved people, and favoured with

vifions of fovereign mercy and grace from the Al-

mighty, is now become a feafon of perplexity, fear,

and dread. All this complicated diftrefs, felt by

lfaiah, as I have already hinted, was only the antici-

pation of what mould be experienced by the king and

people of Babylon, in the fatal night wherein that

city was to be taken by its enemies.

5 Prepare the table, watch in the watch-tower*

eat, drink ; arife, ye princes, and anoint the

fhield.

Some circumftances reflecting the capture of Ba«

byIon are here mentioned, with equal minute exact-

nefs as if the prophet had been actually prefent at this,

cataftrophe, and related them from accurate recol-

lection. -Prepare the table\ or as the Hebrew words

may be rendered, the table is preparing, or prepared*

In that memorable night wherein Babylon was taken,

a very great feftival was celebrated by the princes and

the people, during which they were accuftomed to in-,

dulge in drunkennefs and debauchery. On that oc-

cafion, the Babylonifh monarch gave a magnificent

entertainment to the chief officers of his kingdom,

and the ladies of his court. The table was prepared,

and richly furnifhed.- At the fame time that the

order was given that fupper fhould be got ready, a

command was alfo given, Watch in the watch-tower,

that the earlieft notice may be communicated to thofe

in power, mould any ^disturbance, or riot, take place

during their fefDrity and joy. Thefe orders were

followed by an invitation to eat, drink ; to feaft and

rejoice, now that the entertainment was prepared, and

neceffary;
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neceflary precautions taken for preferving the peace

of the city. -Arlfe ye princes', and anoint thejhield.

The large and deep trenches being now finifhed

which Cyrus intended to make around the city, and
being well informed of the confufion which generally

prevailed at this feftival, both in the palace and city,

he gives orders to the princes and chief officers under
his command, to take their proper ftations, to anoint

the ihield, and immediately prepare for actual fervice.

Having ported part of his troops on that fide where
the river Euphrates entered into the city, and another

part on that fide by which it went out, in the evening

he opened the large ditches, which were formed as

receptacles to contain the water of the river, and
commanded his officers and men to march along the

channel fo foon as it became fordable. The channel
foon becoming almoft dry, the troops advanced from
oppofite fides toward each other, the gates leading to

the river having been left open, through the negli-

gence or diffipation of thofe to whom that fervice be-

longed. The army of Cyrus having in this manner
penetrated into the heart of the city, and the troops

meeting at the palace-royal, furprifed the guards, and
cut them to pieces. The doors of the palace being

opened by fome perfon, to know what was the caufe

of the noife that they heard, the foldiers rufhed in

;

and meeting the king, they killed him, and put all

his attendants to the fword. Thus was Babylon taken

by the Medes and Perfians.

6 For thus hath the Lord faid unto me, Go,
fet a watchman, let him declare what he feeth.

Our prophet is required by divine command to ap-

point a watchman, who mould give what information

he could communicate refpecting this great event,

whereby the above prediction might be confirmed.

The watchman was ordered by infinite wifdom to do
duty, that, from the watch-tower in which he was

Vol. II. E e ftationed,
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ftationed, fomewhere in the neighbourhood, and full

view of Babylon, he might carefully attend to every

movement of the troops that marched toward the city,

and immediately report whatever he obferved. In

obedience to the admonition which Ifaiah received

from God, a watch is fet, the ftation is fixed, his

bufmefs is afligned him ; and he foon fees what
claimed his attention, of which he gives the following

account

:

7 And he faw a chariot iso'tth a couple of

horfemen, a chariot of afles, and a chariot of ca-

mels ; and he hearkened diligently with much
heed.

The prophet next proceeds to relate the report

made by the watchman, in confequence of his faithful

attention to the duties of his office. The firft ob-

ject which he faw, was a chariot with a couple of

horfemen. The eaftern nations anciently often fought

with chariots, which were driven furioufly into the

field of battle, where they made terrible havock
among the enemy. In thefe chariots of war, there

•were commonly two perfons, one of whom managed
the horfes, whilft the other was employed in mooting
arrows and throwing darts. Probably thefe were the

couple of horfemen feen by the watchman. A cha-

riot of affes, and a chariot of camels. The one chariot

was drawn by afles or mules, which were commonly
ufed by the Perfians for this purpofe ; the other was
drawn by camels, which were employed by the Medcs
in drawing their chariots. Thofe to whom the watch-

man made this report, might be naturally led to fup-

pofe, that a large army, compofed of thefe two na-

tions, were advancing to lay fiege to Babylon, under
the command of two generals, one belonging to each

kingdom. And he hearkened diligently with much
heed. With the greateit care and afliduity he nar-

rowly watched their motions, allowing no circum-

ftance
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fiance to pafs unnoticed. That he might be in a ca-

pacity to give every poflible information refpe&ing

thefe chariots, and the armies to which they belong-

ed, he attentively liftened, that he might collect fome-
thing from what he heard, as well as from what he
law.

8 And he cried, A lion : my Lord, I ftand

continually upon the watch-tower in the day-

time, and I am fet in my ward whole nights.

The watchman having declared what he faw, pro-

ceeds to relate what he heard, in confequence of his

diligent attention to his bufmefs.—

—

And he cried, A
lion ; i. e. according to the opinion of fome commen-
tators, he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion

roareth, as did the angel of whom the apoftle John
fpeaks, who fet his right foot on the fea, and his left

upon the earth, and lifted up his hand to heaven, and
fware by him that liveth for ever and ever, that time

mould be no kmger *. Though this may poflibly be
the meaning of the expreffion, which is addrefied by
the watchman with great refpect to his employer, yet

the words may be confiftently, and perhaps better ex-

plained without fupplying as, which the above inter-

pretation requires. He cried, A lion. When a centi^

nel or watchman takes his ftation, a word is given

him by the main guard, which being called out on
the approach of danger, quickly runs from one to

another, until it reach the commanding officer. In

conformity to this cuftom, a lion might be the word
delivered to the watchman on this occafion, which he
loudly called out, to intimate his having difcovered

that the Medes and Perfians were advancing toward
Babylon. 1 will venture a third conjecture upon
this paflage, which by fome hath been pronounced
unintelligible. Perhaps when the watchman gave

* Rev. x. 3. etfeq.

notice -
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notice of the chariots that he obferved approaching

toward Babylon, he might be afked by his employer,

what ftandard the army had among them ? To this

inquiry the reply was given, A lion, my lord. 1

Jiand continually on the watch-tower in the day-time%

and I am Jet in my ward whole nights. I am conftant

and afliduous, day and night, in difcharging my duty,

in order to make farther discoveries of the motions,

of the enemy. ^-What a noble example of diligence

and fidelity is here fet before thofe whom God hath

appointed to be watchmen in his church, who watch
for fouls as they that muft give account to their great

Lord how they have performed their office ! The
church of God, like a befieged city, is continually

expofed to many enemies and dangers ; and therefore

thofe who occupy the flation of watchmen, by unre-

mitted attention and vigilance, ought to be always,

ready to give early and faithful warning of every ap-

proaching danger,

9 And behold, here cometh a charioj: of men*
*with 2l couple of horfemen : and he anfwered

and faid, Babylon is fallen, is fallen ; and all the

graven images of her gods he hath broken unta
the ground.

The perfon on the watch-tower now announces
another difcovery that he made, of a chariot drawn
by horfes, and occupied by men ; of whom nothing

can be faid with certainty, but that they were advan-

cing toward Babylon, that they might befiege the

city. After giving this intimation, He anfwered
and faid. In fcripture-language this expreffion fre-

quently denotes no more than the perfons continuing

to fpeak, though no queftion hath been afked that re-

quires a reply ; and in this fenfe the words are here

ufed. The watchman proceeded to declare, Babylon

is fallen, is fallen. That great city, which was the

glory
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glory of kingdoms, and the admiration of the nations,

is fallen from her grandeur and magnificence, from

her power and profperity, into a moil abject and con-

temptible condition, from which (he (hall never more
ariie. Her fall might be twice mentioned, to denote

that the fpeaker was deeply interefted in this fubjeft,

the ftrong emotions which he felt on this occafion,

and the abfolute certainty of this wonderful event,

determined in the purpofe of the Almighty. One
can hardly forbear to remark the (hiking fimilarity

of what is recorded in this prophecy to the proclama-

tion made by the angel, who came down from heaven

with great power, and with whofe glory the earth

was lightened ;
c who cried mightily with a ftrong

* voice, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen*/

And all the graven images of her gods he hath broken

Unto the ground. The Babylonians were much addicted

to idolatry, and had among them the images of the

gods whom they honoured. One of thefe images is

laid to have been forty feet high, and in weight to

have been one thoufand talents. Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, made an image of gold, whofe
height was fixty cubits, and the breadth thereof fix

cubits f. It is here affirmed, that when this great city

was overthrown, all the images of the deities whom
they worfhipped were completely deftroyed, and the

homage paid them by their blinded votaries was to

come to a perpetual end. The predictions relative to

this remarkable event are clear and explicit. Thus
fpake the word of the Lord by Jeremiah the prophet,

' Declare ye among the nations, and publilh, and fet

c up a (landard, publifh and conceal not : fay, Baby-
* Ion is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach isbroken
4 in pieces, her idols are confounded, her images are
6 broken in pieces

J.'
In the execution of this judg-

ment, the ail-wife providence of God was pleafed to

employ the Perfians ; concerning whom an ancient

* Rev. xviii. 1,2. *j- Dan. iii. I. % Jer. 1. 2.

hiftorian
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hiftorian obferves, that they erected neither flatues 9

temples, nor altars, and that they confidered thofe

who required fuch things to be made as mad and
infatuated *.

Thus fell the great city Babylon, according to the

predictions delivered by the prophets of the Lord*

Myflical Babylon, which was a iciently prefigured by
this rich and powerful city, iiili exifts and flourifhes

You have read the prophecies recorded in fcripture

concerning its downfal and deftruction. Faithful

watchmen, {landing in their watch-towers, have care-

fully obferved every commotion among the nations

which feemed to bring forward the execution of the

threatened judgment. The time fixed in the divine

decree is fail approaching, in which thofe who are

deftined by providence to be the inilruments of over-

throwing this power, which hath long been inimical

to the people of God, fhall be commanded to perform

this arduous fervice. Our fathers beheld the com-
mencement of this great work ; and we, ftanding

continually on the watch, may fee the work going

forward with all expedition. According to the pro-

mife of God> we expect that the goipel of Jefus Cnrifi

fhall be preached unto all nations; that the Holy
Spirit fhall be poured out upon all flefh more abun-

dantly than in times pad, every thing that oppofeth

or exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of God being

removed. We look forward with hope and joy to

the glorious victory of the Son of God over every ad-

verfe power, when he fhall put down all authority

hoftile to his government ; when he fhall difplay his

glory as King of kings and Lord of lords ; when in-

fidelity, fuperftition, error, and Heathenifm, fhall be

abolifhed, and the cry again heard, Babylon is fallen,

is fallen, and fhall no more arife. In this pleafing

profpecl we fay, Amen and amen : fo let it be, fo>

fhall it be.

* Herodot. lib. i. p. 62.

10 O my
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10 O my threfhing, and the corn ofmy floor:

that which I have heard of the Lord of holts

the God of Ifrael, have I declared unto you.

Thefe words, which contain the conclufion of this

prophecy, are addreffed to the church of God by our
prophet, who gives the mod explicit aflurance, that he

hath faithfully related what God had been pleafed to

reveal to him. The church is the threfhing-floor, in

which the corn is broken off from the draw, and Se-

parated from the chaff. The bufinefs afligned to the

prophets and fervants of God with refpecl: to his

church, is to reprove, to convince, to threaten, and
admonifh, in order that they may make a feparation

between the wheat and the chaff. This is the defign

of. their office; and to accomplish this purpofe, all

their fludies and labours are directed. Under this

beautiful figure, John the Baptift fpeaks of Jefus

Chrift :
c Whofe fan is in his hand, and he will

* thoroughly purge his floor, and gather the wheat
* into the garner : but he will burn up the chaff with
* unquenchable fire*. ' And our prophet here ele-

gantly addreffes the people among whom he perform-

ed his miniftry in this manner : my threfhing ; the

obje&s upon whom I exercife the well-meant feverity

of my difcipline, and whom I endeavour to lay open
to the inftructions which I am entrufted to convey

—

And the corn of my floor, that is committed to my pe-

culiar care, and which it is my proper work to pre-

pare for my Matter's ufe, to whom belong the cattle

and the corns upon a thoufand hills—To you 1 make
known, according to the commandment of the ever-

lafting God, thofe revelations which he hath commu-
nicated to me for your benefit.

That which I have heard of the Lord of hofts the

God of Ifrael, have I declared unto you* The mod
iblemn aflurance is given, that Ifaiah faithfully de-

* Matth. iii. 1 2.

livered
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livered to the men of Judah what he had heard of

God, particularly refpe&ing the fubject of the pre-

ceding predictions. What amiable integrity and fim-

plicity are expreifed in thefe few words ! Indeed, ho-

neity and plainnefs of fpeech are confpicuous in all

the difcourfes and writings of the prophets and
apoftles. Peter and John told the council before

whom they appeared, that they could not but fpeak

the things which they had heard and feen #
: the

apoftle John affirms, that what he had feen, and

heard, and handled, he declared unto usf : and our

prophet here gives the mod unequivocal declaration

of the fame truth. The infpired writers did not pub-

lish the fi&ions of their own fancies, nor did they im-

pofe upon mankind cunningly devifed fables : but

they have made known to us the truths which they

heard of the Lord of hods, for whom nothing is im-

poffible ; the God of Ifrael, who will do every thing that

is neceflary for the fafety and felicity of his" people.—

—

Deeply imprefled with a juft fenfe of the excellency

and certainty of the word of God, let us receive di-

vine truths with cordial affection, with profound hu-

mility and dutiful fubmiflion. Let us diligently look

into the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein,

being not forgetful hearers, but doers of the work,

that we may be bleffed in our deeds.

1 1 1f THE burden of Dumah. He calleth to

me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night ?

watchman, what of the night ?

This enigmatical prophecy foretels the continuance

of former diftreffes, with the addition of fome new ca-

lamities, which were to befal the Idumeans, at the time

wherein the Jews, being extricated from the darknef*

* A£s iv. 20. t J Jolin »• l > %i 3»

/of
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of affli&ion, in which they had been involved in com-
mon with the Idumeans, were to enjoy deliverance

and comfort. The prophet introduces a meflenger

from Idumea, inquiring, with great earneftnefs, of
fome Jewifh prophet, as to the time of the night of
darknefs and affliction. To this inquiry, the prophet,

probably Ifaiah, returns for anfwer, That the evils

wherewith the Jewifh nation were diftreffed fhould

foon be over, and be fucceeded by the cheering light

of the morning, whilft the Idumeans, oppreffed with

new and unexpected miferies, were to remain in thick

darknefs. Of thefe two parts, the queftion and the

anfwer, this prophecy confifts ; which feems defigned

to check the incredulity and haughtinefs of thofe who
infulted over the Jewifh people, becaufe they were in-

volved in fimilar calamities with themfelves. .

The prophecy is infcribed, the burden of Dumah.
Dumah feems to be a contraction of Idumea, the

country poffeffed by the Edomites, the pofterity of
Efau, who was called Edom. Similar abbreviation

of names often occur in fcripture ; as where Aram is

called Ram, and Jehofhua Jofhua. The land of Idu-

mea, in which mount Seir was fituated, was given, by
divine grant, to Efau, and his poflerity ; and on this

account, the Lord charged Mofes not to allow the

Ifraelites to invade the Edomites. There Efau fixed

his habitation, as we learn from Gen. xxxii. 3. Seir

formed the mountainous part of Idumea, lying toward
the land of Canaan, forming the boundary between
thefe two countries. This prediction is faid to be the

burden of Dumah, becaufe it contained tidings which
muft have proved exceeding grievous and afflictive to

the inhabitants of that land.——A meffenger, fent

from that country, is introduced, interrogating the

prophet (I fuppofe Ifaiah), as to the progrefs and con-

tinuance of the calamities which they fuftained in
common with the Jews.

He calleth to me out of Seir ; or, as the words may
be rendered, there is one that calleth to me out of

Vol. II, F f Seir*.
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Seir. The voice which proceeded from an individual

muft be confidered as exprefling the requeft of great

numbers of his countrymen, as appears from the pro-

phet's reply, delivered in the plural. If ye will in-

quire, inquire ye. The Hebrew word tranflated call,

hath a peculiar emphafis in this place, fignifying the

cry of thofe who are in diftrefs, impatiently waiting

to obferve the dawn of the morning, Perhaps the

inhabitants of Dumah had been informed, that our

prophet was publiihing divers oracles refpecting the

nations furrounding Judea ; and therefore they fent

to him, wifhing to know if he had any information

to give them of their future condition. To obtain

what intelligence he could get on this fubjed, the

merTenger, whom they difpatched, inquires,

Watchman, what of the night? Though all the fer-

vants of God may be called watchmen, in as much
as their proper bufmefs confiits in watching over their

hearts and lives, in watching againft the afTaults of

their fpiritual enemies, in watching for God more
than they that look for the morning, and for the befl

opportunities of doing good, yet this character is

afcribed, with peculiar propriety, to the prophets and

minifters of the Lord. To them it belongs carefully

to obferve the providences of God, the feafons of

danger and deliverance, and the conduct of thofe of

whom they have the infpeQion. Like watchmen,

they ought to be perfons remarkable for courage and

fortitude, who will not be eafily intimidated, faithful

in difcharging the truft repofed in them, vigilant that

they be not fuddenly furprifed, conftant in attending

to the duties of their ftation, and in continual readi-

nefs to give the hour of the night. On thefe accounts,

Ifaiah is juftly addrefTed by the defignation of a watch-

man. To him the Mod High was pleafed to reveal

the future fortunes not only of his peculiar people,

but of the neighbouring nations ; and to acquaint

him, in fome meafure, with the feafon, the nature,

and duration of the judgments to be executed upon
them
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them in after-times. He was therefore the moft pro-

per perfon in the world to refolve the following in-

quiry, and of all men the bell qualified to give a fa-

tisfying anfwer. —If you are furprifed that the quef-

tion before us mould have been put to a prophet, in

the land of Judea, by the Edomites, who were aliens

from the commonwealth of lfrael, and ftrangers to

the covenants of promife, you ought to recoiled, that

the prophets of Jehovah were appointed watchmen,
to publilh his defigns of mercy and judgment to the

church and to the world. Their fame had fpread

abroad among the eaftern nations, who entertained a

high veneration of their character. Thofe therefore

who were anxious to know their own future deftiny,

or when God intended to favour Zion, would natural-

ly feek information, as to thefe matters, from fome of

this renowned clafs of men. Befides, it ought to be

remembered, that the Edomites were the descendants

of the patriarchs Abraham and Ifaac, as well as the

Jews ; and, living in their neighbourhood, they might

have fome knowledge of the facred writings and in-

fpired prophets, of which the inquiry now to be con-

fidered affords fome confiderable evidence.

What of the night ? This queftion undoubtedly re-

lates not to the natural night, wherein the fun ceafes

to give light, and darknefs prevails ; but to a meta-

phorical night, the flate of adverfity and affliction, of

obfcurity and darknefs, in which the Idumeans were

involved, through the opprelnve power of AlTyria.

The day being often mentioned in fcripture as an

emblem of prosperity, liberty, and joy, the night is

fpoken of as a fymbol of calamity and diftrefs. In

this fenfe, the words of God, by our prophet, fpeaking

concerning deliverance from the captivity of Babylon,

mud be underftood : ' I form the light, and create

* the darknefsV And in the inquiry before us, the

night muft be confidered in its figurative import, as

# Ifaiah xlv.

denoting
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denoting a (late of darknefs, affliction, and forrow.

The meaning therefore of the queftion will be fhortly

this : Watchman, what information can you give re-

fpecling the (late and progrefs of the night of calami-

ty, diftrefs, and darknefs, in which Idumea is now
enveloped ? How far is it advanced ? Are we arrived

at that period in which we may hope our affairs will

foon take a favourable turn ? Do you difcern any

figns, or have you had any revelations from Heaven^

intimating, that the afflictions we now fuftain will

ere long be over, and be fucceeded with the joyful

morning-light of deliverance and of profperity. The
queftion, you obferve, is twice repeated, toexprefs the

anxious folicitude of the inhabitants of Seir reflecting

the fubjedl: of inquiry, their deep concern in this mat-

ter, and their great impatience to obtain a decifive

anfwer.

12 The watchman faid, The morning Com-
eth, and alfo the night : if ye will inquire, in-

quire ye : return, come.

Thefe words contain the anfwer to the call given

from Seir. The refponfe feems to me involved in

confiderable obfcurity ; and therefore, I fay, if ye will

inquire into its import, inquire ye. I mall give you
the fruit of my inquiries, which I hope in the mean
time will prove acceptable and ufefui. As the quef-

tion put in the former verfe mud be underftood in a

figurative fenfe, the anfwer muft be explained in the

fame manner. The night there fignified a ftate of per-

plexity and affliction ; the morning here denotes de-

liverance, joy, and confolation. When the watchman
faid, The morning cometh, he affirmed, that the much-
defired chearfut feafon approached, wherein deliver-

ance was to be vouchfafed, light and comfort diffufed,

joy and gladnefs was to fpring up, and difpel the dark-

nefs and forrow which then prevailed. This happy
period was fail hailening on, and ere long to make

its
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its wifhed-for appearance. And alfo the night. The
defirable light which will foon fhine forth, fhall be
fucceeded by the darknefs of new affliction, calamity,

and forrow, that fhall again overfpread the land. As
light and darknefs by turns follow each other, fo, in

a figurative fenfe, they (hall alternately fucceed one
another in the difpenfations of providence and grace.

You may expect in a (hort time that your condition

fhall be changed for the better, but your profperous

ftate fhall be again altered much to the worfe.

There is a frequent interchange of good and evil, of
profperity and adverfity, in the lot both of individuals

and focieties. God not only intermixes, with won-
derful variety, fome meafure of the one with the

other, but he fo orders human affairs, that, as Solo-

mon obferved, he fets the one over againft the other.

Of the truth of this remark many inftances occur in

fcripture. The apoftle Paul, foon after he was fa-

voured with abundance of revelations, had a meffen-

ger of Satan fent to buffet him. The morning-light

fhone upon the Ifraelitiih nation under the reign of
David and Solomon ; the night drew on after Reho-
boam afcended the throne. In the days of Afa and
Jehofhaphat, it was light in Judah ; in the time of
Joram and Joafh, it was darknefs. The viciflitudes

of day and night, in the experience and obfervatioa

of particular perfons and kingdoms, recur as regu-

larly, though not fo frequently, in their external con-
dition, as they do in the natural world.

Ifye will inquire, inquire ye. If ye will endeavour
to difcover the reafons of this difpenfation, and the

important purpofes which are thereby accomplished,
inquire ye, and ye will find, that, by this alternate

fucceflion of light and darknefs, the Almighty is

pleafed to awaken people from their dangerous fecu-

rity, and to excite them to ftudy the knowledge of
his will. By the obfeurity of the night, he moderates
their happinefs and joy ; by the reviving light of the

morning, he alleviates their diflreffes and forrows.

He
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He fo diverfifies their circumftances, that they are

not always profperous, nor always afflicted : fome-

times they enjoy comforts, and fometimes they are

deprefled with troubles. He employs both mercies

and judgments, light and darknefs, that he may en-

liven their hope and confidence, and excite their fear

and reverence. For thefe and fimilar purpofes, God
orders the tide of profperity to ebb and to flow, the

morning-light of comfort to (hine, and afterward the

night of calamity to fucceed. Inquire ye, and ye fhall

find thefe, and fuch as thefe, are the defigns to be an-

fwered by the variegated conditions of mankind. The
practice of this duty our prophet recommends to the

Idumeans, as being well fuited to their prefent dif-

trefled circumftances. Would ye know what the

true God hath determined concerning you, and what
he requires in order to your deliverance ? Search into

the reafons of his providential difpenfations toward

you, ferioufly inveftigate the caufes which have con-

tributed to afflid you with thofe evils whereof you
complain, attentively liften to any intimations you
have received of the divine will, and impartially con-

fider if you have turned at God's reproof. If not,

without delay,

Return, come. Since you feem anxious, in your

prefent diftrefs, to know the will of God concerning

you, and to perform your duty, return from your
evil ways, whereby you have incurred the awful dif-

pleafure of almighty God, and provoked him that

chaftizeth the Heathen feverely to correct you. Re-
turn to the Lord, from whom you have widely de-

parted, whofe goodnefs you have abufed, whofe laws

you have tranfgrefled, and whofe favour you fhall find

to be better than life. Return to the practice of that

righteoufnefs which exalteth a nation, and you fhall

find that the work of righteoufnefs is peace, and the

effect thereof quietnefs and aflurance for ever. * Re-
' turn to the Lord with all your heart, with fafling,

' with weeping, and with mourning \ and rend your
( heart*
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* heart, and not your garments : turn unto the Lord
* your God ; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to

* anger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteth him of
* the evil *•' This is the awful voice, the gracious

call of the living God, addrelfed to you, my brethren.
* Return unto me, and 1 will return unto you, faith

* the Lord of nottsf.' This is the voice of all God's

works ; this is the voice of confcience ; this is the

voice of every mercy, of every affliction, and of every

revelation which God hath given to the children of

men. Hearken diligently, and incline your ear to

the gracious call of divine benevolence and tender

compaflion. Come unto God without delay, and
obey his voice, that you may be faved from the ills

that you fuftain, and thofe which you dread. Come
and join yourfelves to the Lord in a perpetual cove-

nant that mail never be forgotten : forfake the foolifh,

and live, and go in the way of underftanding. Then
fhall your light rife in obfcurity, and your darknefs

be as the noon-day ; whereas if your thoughts are

thoughts of iniquity, wafting and deftruction are in

your paths : ye (hall wait for light, but behold obfcu-

rity ; for brightnefs, but ye walk in darknefs
J.

Permit me to remark, before I proceed to a new
fubjecl:, that the anfwer given by the prophet to the

inquiry made by the Idumeans, is delivered in gene-

ral, figurative terms, and accompanied with a practi-

cal advice refpecling prefent, indifpenfable duty. In

this manner, curious queftions are commonly anfwered
in fcripture. Our Lord jefus Chrift being afked,

* Are there few that fhall be faved? he faid unto
* them, Strive to enter in at the (trait gate ; for I fay

* unto you, many will feek to enter in, and fhall not
* be able ||.* When the difciples afked of their divine

Mafter, c Tell us when fhall thefe things be ? he an-
* fwered and faid, Take heed that no man deceive

* Joel ii. 12, 13. f Mai. iii. 7. % Ifaiah \h. 7, 8, 9.

jj
Luke xiii. 23, 24.

c you
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* you—watch therefore, for ye know not at what hour
* your Lord doth come *.' The apoftle Peter having

inquired of his Lord concerning his fellow-difciple,

* What (hall this man do ?' received for anfwer, If

' I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?

* follow thou mef.' And in the oracle before us, the

Idumeans, prompted by curiofity, inquiring of the

prophet concerning their future fortunes, received

the fhort reply which I have now been illuftrating.

As no valuable purpofe could have been ferved by
direct, explicit anfwers to thefe inquiries, they were

couched in general terms, and attended with ufeful

practical directions, to which we ought carefully to

attend, deeply fenfible that fecret things belong unto

God, and prefent duty ought to be our bufinefs.

As to the accomplifhment of this prophetic reply, I

fhall only add, that the grievous affliction in which

the Jews and Idumeans were involved, during the Ba-

bylonifh captivity, and even prior to that event, formed

the long night of trouble here alluded to. The hap-

py deliverance obtained by the Jews, by means of the

proclamation of Cyrus, made the joyful morning
fpring up, to which the prophet refers. The night

however, according to the prophet Malachi, continued

with the Idumeans, who were fo weak and impo-

verished, that they were unable for fome time to re-

turn and build their wafte places
J.

Their pride, felf-

confidence, and cruelty toward the Jewifh people ; that

hatred and envy which, on various occafions, they dis-

covered, juftly provoked God to continue their diftrefs

much longer than that of their neighbours. In this

calamitous feafon, fome of them no doubt returned

to the Lord, and entered into his covenant and
church, according as they were directed.

* Matth. xxiv. f John xxi. 21. J Mai. i. 2, 3.

13 THE
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1 3 If THE burden upon Arabia. In the foreft

in Arabia fhall ye lodge, O ye travelling compa-
nies of Dedanim.

This oracle foretels a terrible flaughter which was
to be made by the Aflyriahs, within the fpace of a
year, among the people who inhabited Arabia.
Whilft God revealed to our prophet the future for-

tunes of the nations around Canaan, he reprefents to

him the Aflyrians with their fwords drawn, and their

bows bent, entering the weftern parts of the Arabian'
defert, occupied by a people who travelled through
that extenfive wildernefs with their flocks of cattle,

difperfing, putting to flight, and killing, vaft num-
bers of thefe wandering tribes. The prophecy feems
intended to fhew, that the God of Ifrael is the
Governor of the world, the fupreme Arbiter among
the nations, who are entirely under the direction of
his providence—that the jewifh nation were the
people of the true God, from whom alone fafety was
to be expected—that our prophet was undoubtedly
his fervant, by whofe authority he fpake as he was
commanded—and that his peculiar people ought to

be encouraged to place all their hopes on his power
and providence, whofe predictions they faw exactly

accomplifhed in their feafon.- After the infcription,

follows the preamble—then the prediction—with the

time and certainty of its fulfilment.

The burden upon Arabia. The couritry which is

here efpecially intended, was the vail defert in which
the children of Ifrael journeyed for the fpace of forty

years, fituated between the land of Paleftine and
Egypt. It was inhabited by a mixed multitude of
people, who often changed their places of refidence.

They were chiefly compofed of three different tribes :

viz, the Cufheans, who were defcended from Cufh

;

the Hagarenes, or Ilhmaelites, who were the pofterity

of Ifhmael ; and the Ketureans, who were the de-

fendants of Abraham, by Ketura. No mention being

Vol. II. G g here
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here made of the Cufheans, the two laft-named tribes

•were the principal fubjects of this prophecy. Kedar

was brother to Nebaioth, the eldeft fon of Ifhmael

;

Tema was the name of another fon of Ifhmael ; and

Dedan was one of the fons of Abraham, by Ketura.

Thefe Arabians were a courageous, robuft people,

inured to hardfhips, and often expofed to many perils

and dangers. Now this prophecy contains the oracle

which God delivered concerning them by his fervant

Ifaiah.

In the foreft in Arabia Jhall ye lodge^ ye travelling

companies of Dedanim. Thefe words defcribe an im-

portant circumftance relative to the divine judgments

which God had determined to inflict upon the Ara-

bians, as the juft punifhment of their crimes.

They are addreifed to the travelling companies of

Dedanim, the poflerity of Dedan. The traders of

that people were often employed in carrying various

articles of merchandife from India and Perfia into

Phoenicia, as we learn from the prophecy of Ezekiel

concerning Tyre : ' The men of Dedan (faith he)
* were thy merchants—they brought thee for a pre-

* fent, horns of ivory and ebony. Dedan was thy
* merchant in precious clothes for chariots. Arabia,
' and all the princes of Kedar, occupied with thee in

' lambs, and rams, and goats : in thefe were they thy

\ merchants *.' Thefe travelling merchants com-
monly journeyed from place to place in companies,

for the fake of convenience and fafety ; fome of them
taking care of the camels, others of the fheep, with

which they wandered over the defert to obtain paflu-

rage and water. You read of one of thefe companies
coming from Gilead with camels, bearing fpiceries,

and balm, and myrrh, going to carry them down to

Egypt, Gen. xxxvii. 25. In the book of Job it is

written, c That the troops of Tema, and the compa-
6 nies of Sheba, travelling through this howling wii-

* Ezek. xxvii. 15. 20, 21.

* dernefs,
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« dernefs, were afhamed and confounded, becaufe they
* looked for water and were disappointed *•' In this

manner, modern travellers inform us, the Arabians

(till continue to traverfe the vaft deferts through which
they wander.——Thefe companies Jhall lodge in the

foreft in Arabia. Travellers, fo far as I know, are

agreed, that no large timber grows in the defert of

Arabia, and that brambles and bufhes are only to be

feen in fome places. ' How then could the prophet

foretel, that the travelling companies mould lodge in

the foreft of that wildernefs ? The words may import,

that the Dedanite merchants, who were accuftomed,

when travelling through Arabia, to be hofpitably re-

ceived into the tents of their brethren, finding them
driven from their habitations by the enemy, mould be

obliged (that they might lodge unmolefted) to retire

into the mod: folitary and interior parts of the defert.

On this account, they were to be expofed to many in-

conveniencies, hardfhips, and dangers.

14 The inhabitants of the land of Tema
brought water to him that was thirfty, they pre-

vented with their bread him that fled.

This and the following verfe contains a very affect-

ing description of the miferable circumftances to which
the Arabians were to be reduced by their enemies.

—

To bring forth bread and water to thofe who are in

want and diftrefs, and to afford neceffary refrefhment

to poor fugitives, is an inftance of humanity and kind-

nefs which juftly deferves commendation, efpecially

when this is done in a dry and barren wildernefs,

where the neceffaries of life, and particularly water,

are extremely fcarce, and cannot eafily be obtained.

The neglect of this office of humanity and tendernefs

toward the. children of Ifrael, by the Moabites and
Ammonites, gave rife to the prohibition whereby they

* Job vi. 19, 20.

were
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were excluded from the congregation of the Lord,

even to the tenth generation *. If, according to our

verfion, this verfe defcribes the humane, benevolent

conducl of the Temanites toward their brethren, in

the time of indigence and diflrefs, their liberality

(lands recorded to their immortal honour. If, ac-

cording to the marginal tranflation, it contains a di-

rection given by our prophet, it demonllrates his ten-

der compaflion toward the diftrefted ; and prefents us

with one of many pleafing proofs of his truly bene-

volent temper, and folicitous attention to the pra&ice

of goodnefs, In either view, it forcibly inculcates

upon us, the important leflbn of relieving the necefli-

ties of our brethren by every method in our power

;

and who hath not in his power to give water to him
that is thirfty, and bread to him that is hangry ? Be
ready to do this, and every good work ; and prevent

thofe who are weary and ready to faint, the trouble

of afking your friendly aid, by granting them cheer*

ful and ready affiftance,

15 For they fled from the fwords, from the

drawn fword, and from the bent bow, and from
the grievoufnefs of war.

Thefe words fuggeft the important reafon why the

fugitives in Arabia deferted their habitations.

They endeavoured to efcape, not on account of fome
imaginary or diftant danger, but from impending,

immediate deftru&ion, the drawn fwords, and bent

bows of their powerful enemies. Hoftilities were ac-

tually commenced, and they were threatened with all

the horrors and calamities of war. They were driven

from their places of abode, they were fpoiled of their

tents and flocks, and obliged to flee for their life

through the vafl defert, expofed to the fcorching heat

of the fun, ready to famiifi by hunger and third.

* I)eut. xxiii. ^.

How
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How manifold are thy judgments, O Lord ! Some
are deftined to the fword, fome to flight, fome to fear

and dread, and others to all the calamities of war.

How deplorable the condition of thofe who efcape for

their lives before a purfuing, victorious enemy, ex-

pofed to innumerable hardfhips and injuries ! What
a mercy, my friends, that we are allowed to poiTefs

our houfes in peace ; that we are not furprifed by ter-

rors of the night, and obliged to flee into the wilder-

nefs for fafety from the horrors of war ! Let us com-
panionate thofe who are in diftrefs, and remember
them who are in adverfity, being ourfelves alfo in the

body, and fo liable to the fame afflictions. Let us.

endeavour, by relieving their neceflities according to

our ability, to experience the bleflednefs of him who.

giveth of his bread to the poor.

16 For thus hath the Lord faid unto me,
Within a year, according to the years of an
hireling, and all the glory of Kedar fhall fail.

In this and the following verfe, the prophet fo-

lemnly confirms the judicial fentence he had inti-

mated, and particularly fpecifies the time in which it

was to be executed. In the former part of the

prophecy, he had fpoken rather obfcurely ; now he
fpeaks clearly and decifively upon the future fortunes

of the Arabians. That he might give authority to

what he declared, and claim unfhaken credit to his

predictions, he affirms, that the Lord fpake to him
what he now publishes ; and therefore none can
doubt, that he who directs all human affairs would
exactly verify what is here foretold. Within a
year, according to the years of an hire!i?ig. If we fup-

pofe this prophetical difcourfe to have been delivered

at the fame time with thofe which immediately pre-

cede it (viz. in the year that Tartan came unto Afh-

dod, and fought againlt it, being probably the feventh

year of Hezekiah's reign), the following year was
marked
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marked out for its accomplifhment. The expreflion

here ufed to denote the precife period within which

it fhould be fulfilled, occurred chap. xvi. 14. ; where

I obferved, that the years of an hireling are often

vexatious, and reckoned with great exa&nefs. By
this fimilitude therefore, our prophet might intend

to fignify the manifold diitrelTes to which the Ara-

bians were to be expofed during the currency of the

year, and to mark with accuracy the time wherein it

jhould be verified. Shalmanefer, king of AfTyria,

having occupied the fortified cities of Paleftine, in-

tending to invade Egypt, endeavoured to expel the

Arabians from the delert they inhabited, that he

might open the way for his more eafy accefs into the

country, whither he meditated to march his troops.

And all the glory of Kedar Jhallfail. The poflerity

of Kedar, the fon of Ifhmael, who were called Ke~

darines, were a numerous and ftrong people among
the Arabians. It may feem a paradox at firft view,

to fpeak of the glory of a people dwelling in the de-

fert of Arabia, who had neither temple, city, nor

houfe, but lived in their tents, feparate from all other

nations. Notwithftanding, Kedar had its glory, which
confifted of thofe brave, (tout men among them, who
were renowned for their birth, their opulence, their

knowledge and fkill, and for thofe things of which they

made their boafl and triumph, fuch as their tents, their

flocks and herds. From fcripture we learn, that they

were poffeffed of great numbers of camels and fheep *
;

and that they carried on a confiderable trade with

other nations, whereby they acquired much wealth.

In the prophecy of Ezekiel, already cited, concern-

ing Tyre, we are informed, c that Arabia, and all the
c princes of Kedar, occupied with her merchants in

* lambs, and rams, and goats f
. All this glory,

our prophet foretels, mail fall as the leaves fall from
the trees, when agitated by a flrong tempeft. The

* See Ifaiah Ix. 7. f Ezek. xxvii. 21.

expreflion
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expreflion imports, that whatever the Arabians mod
efteemed, was to be confumed, and to pafs away.

The rod wherewith God fmiteth the nations, hath a

voice which fpeaketh to us as well as to them : the

judgments of God are written for our inftruction and
admonition. We ought therefore carefully to attend

to the lefTons they are defigned to convey, and to

make a proper improvement of the afflictions with.

which other people have been vifited. The fubjecl:

is more fully reprefented in verfe

17 And the refidue of the number of archers,

the mighty men of the children of Kedar, mail

be diminifhed : for the Lord God of Ifrael hath

fpoken //.

A great flaughter having been made among the

Arabians, many of their illuflrious heroes were cut

off, and only a few of them remained, who, having

been deprived of their tents, their veifels, their riches,

and their flocks, were to feek for fafety by flight into

the inmoft recedes 'of the defert. The number of

archers, who were remarkable for their fkill in handling

bows and arrows, which, with long fpears, were the

armour which they ufed in war, was likewife to be

greatly impaired, through the ravages made by the

Aflyrians. In few words, thofe among the Kedarines

who were mod renowned for dexterity and drength,

were to be greatly diminifhed by the fuccefsful incur-

fions of their enemies.- To give certainty to this

event, thefe emphatical words are fubjoined : For the

Lord God of Ifrael hath fpoken it^ who Hands engaged
to defend his people from their enemies, and to re-

venge the wrongs which they have fuftained from
thofe who a&ed in hoftility againft them. All the

declarations which he hath emitted by his fervants the

prophets, he will afiuredly fulfil in their feafon.

Though I do not recollect any thing recorded, either

in facred or profane hidory, that can be confidered as

the
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the aecomplifhment of the above prophecy, yet its

fulfilment cannot reasonably be doubted. If the event

had not exactly happened as foretold, we muft fup-

pofe that the prophecy would not have been record-

ed ; and now that it is preferved among the true and
faithful fayings of God, it fupplies the place of the

hiftory of the people of whom it treats.

In the review of thefe predictions concerning Ara-

bia, we may adopt the words of the prophet Habak-
kuk, when, being informed that God would execute

righteous vengeance upon the incorrigible Jews by
means of the Chaldeans, and furprifed at the affecling

intimation which was given him of this event, he
thus exclaimed : ' Thou art of purer eyes than to be-
* hold evil, and canfl not look on iniquity : wherefore
' looked thou upon them that deal treacheroufly, and
4 holdeft thy tongue when the wicked devoureth thofe
* that are more righteous than he ? and makeft men
* as the fifties of the lea, as the creeping things that

* have no ruler over them # V Among the animal

tribes, who are deftitute of underftanding, and not

ruled by the laws of equity, the ftronger devour the

weaker ; but men, who are endowed with reafon, and
who ought to be governed by the laws of righteouf-

nefs, ftiould never acl: in this cruel and tyrannical

manner. Notwithstanding, how often do men, in di-

rect contrariety to all the rights of humanity, trample

upon the weak, and deftroy thofe who, among their;

brethren, are unable to refift their fuperior power ?

•A Icing in this manner, they become as the fifties of

the fea, and the creeping things of the earth. The
archers, and the mighty men of Kedar, were dimi-

nifhed by the Aflyrians, not becaufe they had any
right to deftroy them, but becaufe they were more
powerful, and their overthrow tended to facilitate the

avaricious defigns of conqueft formed by that grow-

ing empire. By them God chaftized the Heathen,

* Hab. i. 13, id.

whilft.
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whilft, according to the law of retaliation, they, in
their turn, when the meafure of their iniquities was
filled up, were recompenfed for all the oppreffion, ra-

pacity, and cruelty, of which they had been guilty. I

conclude with the words of the prophet I juft quoted

:

* O Lord, thou haft ordained them for judgment

;

* and, O mighty God, thou haft eftablifhed them for
6
correction *.'

* Hab. i. 12.

Vol. II, H h PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE feventh difcourfe, contained in the fecond

part of thefe prophecies, relates to the future

calamities of Jerufalem, and the difgrace of Shebna,

treafurer to king Hezekiah. The rulers and people of

Jerufalem, being at this time delivered from difquiet-

ing fears, and living in eafe and luxury, our prophet

admonifhes them of the approach of thofe dreadful

calamities which were to overwhelm them with con-

fternation and terror. He threatens the impenitent

contemners of the divine predictions ; particularly

Shebna, who was invefted with great authority at

court, notwithstanding he was ill-affected to religion,

againft whom he denounces the tremendous judg-

ments of God, afluring him, that a perfon of an op-

pofite character mould foon be elevated to his office-

Whilft he was inveighing againft the neighbouring na-

tions, and foretelling their future fortunes, he obferved

the bafefl vices prevailing among the Jewifh nation,

efpecially among the inhabitants of the metropolis ; he

was therefore directed by the Holy Spirit, fharply to re-

prove and threaten them with impending judgments,

to be executed upon them by their enemies. In per-

forming this important fervice, the prophet delineates

the great diftrefs and perturbation in which the people

of Judea were to be involved, on account of the inva-

fion of their country, under the reign of Zedekiah,

ver. 1.—5. He reprefents the enemy invading the

land of Judah, and occupying great part of k, which
was the latter and mod grievous part of the calamity

they then fuftained, ver. 6.— 11. He then defcribes

the vices and crimes of the people, particularly their

impenitence and carnal fecurity, whereby they pro-

voked God to teflify his difpleafure againft them,
ver. 12, 13, 14. After which, he foretels the fall of

Shebna, who was to be turned out of his office, and
driven from his native country into a foreign land,

where
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where he was to die, and to have a mean burial, as a

juft punifhment of his intolerable pride and haughti-

nefs, ver. 15.— 19. The difcourfe concludes, by re-

prefenting the elevation of Eliakim to the office of

Shebna, and the honour he was to enjoy in his high

flation, ver. 20.—25.

CHAP. XXII.

THE burden of the valley of vifion. What
aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone

up to the houfe-tops ?

The firft part of the verfe contains the title, or in-

fcription, of this prophetic difcourfe. It relates to the

valley of vifion, by which was doubtlefs intended the

city Jerufalem, the metropolis of the kingdom of Ju-

dah. This feems to be certain, from what is written

in ver. 4. 8, 9, and 10. where feveral characters pe-

culiar to that renowned city are mentioned, and it is

fpoken of in unequivocal terms. According to Jofe-

phus, Jerufalem was built upon two oppofite moun-
tains, Sion and Acra, which were feparated by a deep

valley which lay between them *. In this valley (tood

great part of the principal buildings belonging to the

city ; and among others, the fchools of the prophets,

where divine revelations were communicated and ex-

plained to the people. Zechariah therefore, when
prophefying in the name of the Lord, calls it, ' The
' valley of my mountains f.' The name of this

highly favoured city being interpreted, fignifies,
c A

6 vifion of peace.' There the prophets were honour-

ed with vifions of the Almighty, and with thofe reve^

lations which they communicated to the people, and

* Bell. Jud. lib. vi. cap. vi. f . Zech. xiv. 5.

committed
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committed to writing, for the benefit of the world
and the church in all ages. It was the place where
the prophets of the Lord chiefly refided ; who were
alfo called Seers, on account of the vifions which
were exhibited from heaven to their view. Of this

city our bleffed Saviour affirmed, that ' it could not
* happen that a prophet perifh out of JerufalemV
The vifions which they contemplated, were vifions of

peace, not defigned to intimidate or terrify, but to

give intimation of the divine favour and good-will,

and to convey ufeful inftru&ion to the people to

whom they were reported.-^—This beautiful city

was fuppofed to be fituated in the midfl of the earth f,
in latitude 31 or 32, and longitude 69, having Africa

on the fouth, Scythia, Armenia, and Pontus on the

£Jorth, Afia on the eaft, and Europe on the weft. It

flood partly in the inheritance of Judah, and partly

in that of Benjamin : the line dividing the portion of

thefe two tribes paffed through the court of the temple,

and the fpot whereon the altar was built. The gran-

deur and populoufnefs of this royal city may, in fome
xneafure, be collected from the large extent of the pa-

lace, and the buildings connected with it, in which
were lodged continually twenty-four thoufand of the

king's life-guards
J.

Its riches and opulence were im-

menfe in the days of David and Solomon ; for David
declared in his trouble, he had prepared for building

the temple with which it was adorned, an hundred
thoufand talents of gold, and a thoufand thoufand

talents of filver, befides precious ftones and other

metals ||. To which muft be added, three thoufand
talents of the gold of Ophir, and feven thoufand ta-

lents of refined filver, that he granted out of his own
proper good§. Thefe fums have been computed to

amount to four thoufand one hundred and feventeen

millions fterling, reckoning by the talent of the fane-

* Luke xiii. 33. f Pfal. lxxiv. 12. J 1 Chron. xxvii. I.

J)
1 Chron. xxii. 14. § 1 Chron. xxlx,. 3, 4.

tuary,
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tuary, of double the value of the common talent.

The magnificent temple of the Lord, erected at this

prodigious expence, was the greateft ornament of Je-

rufalem, and one of the feven wonders of the world.

It was planned, with all its parts and furniture, by di-

vine wifdom ; and the execution of it employed, for

feven years, one hundred and fifty thoufand workmen,
befide three thoufand three hundred who were over

the work, and a great number of Tyrians : when
finifhed, it was certainly the fined and mod elegant

ftru&ure that ever the world beheld. Such was the

vaft wealth and affluence with which the city Jerufa-

lem abounded, that the daily provifion made for the

royal houfehold, has been reckoned fufficient to main-

tain forty-eight thoufand people.—I fhall not enlarge,

enough having been faid at prefent on this fruitful

topic of difcourfe. The following prophecy is in-

fcribed, the burden, or the oracle, concerning this

valley of vifion, in as much as it defcribes the inva-

ilon of Jerufalem, firft by the Chaldeans under Ne-
buchadnezzar, and afterward by the AfTyrians under

Sennacherib.

What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up

to the houfe-tops. The prophet introduces this pro-

phecy concerning the calamities which were to befai

Jerufalem, by inquiring into the caufes of the re-

markable change which appeared to him to take

place in that city. His inquiry relates not to the cir-

cumftances of her citizens at the time in which he de-

livered this prediction, but to the condition wherein

they were to find themfelves at the period the pro-

phecy was to receive its accomplifhment. He afks,

what was the reafon why the inhabitants had gone up
to the houfe-tops ? I fuppofe you know, that the

houfes in eaflern countries, particularly in the land

of Canaan, were covered with flat roofs, like this

houfe in which we are convened for the worfhip

of God. Thefe roofs, among the Jews, were en-

clofed with battlements, by exprefs command from
God.
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God *. Thither they went up on various occafions, as

appears from feveral paifages of fcripture ; fometimes

for the exercifes of devotion ; fometimes for enter-

tainment, that they might have opportunity of ob-

ferving what paffed around them ; and, at other

times, for the fake of fafety in time of danger, or to

mourn in feafons of diftrefs. The calamities of Moab
are thus defcribed by the prophet Jeremiah, in allu-

fion to this profpecl: : ' There fhali be lamentation
* generally upon all the houfe-tops of Moab, and in

* all the ftreets thereof f.
7

Ifaiah, having reprefented

to him the inhabitants of Jerufalem wholly gone up
to the houfe-tops, afks, what might be the reafon of

this uncommon appearance ? What aileth thee now ?

What is the occafion of the people deferting the ftreets,

and the public places of refort in the city, and fo ge-

nerally retiring to the tops of the houfes ? Is not this

owing to the hidden and univerfal alarm occafioned

by the approach of your enemies the Chaldeans ? and
have you not gone up to thefe advantageous fitua-

tions, that from thence you may obferve their mo-
tions, and deplore your dangerous condition ? In this

manner he upbraids the citizens of Jerufalem with

their unbelief, fecurity, and floth, and their con-

tempt of the warnings and admonitions of approach-

ing calamities, which had been often given them by
the prophets of the Lord : and now that the day of

diflrefs and anguifh was come, wherein divine judg-

ments were to be executed, where could they look for

fupport and deliverance ?

2 Thou that art full of ftirs, a tumultuous city,

ajoyous city : thy flain men are not flain with the

iword, nor dead in battle.

In the firft part of this verfe, the prophet contrails

the prefent ftate of Jerufalem with what he forefaw

would be its future condition. In the time of pro-

* Deut. xxii. 8. f Jer. xlviii. 38.

fperitj
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fperity, it was full of ftirs, like other large and popu-

lous cities. Much ftir and buttle would arife from

great numbers of the inhabitants following their va-

rious active employments, the different amufements

in which many were engaged, and efpecially from

the prodigious refort of vaft multitudes of ftrangers,

from all corners of the land of Judea, to the facred

feafts which were there celebrated. A tumultuous

city. There was no doubt frequent uproar and con-

fufion in Jerufalem, particularly at the three feafons

in the year when all the males in Ifrael came thither,

to prefent themfelves before the Lord, and to attend

the fanc~tuary-fervice. Among fuch a great concourfe

of people, there could not fail to be iome diforderly

perfons, who would endeavour to excite riot and fe-

dition. Befides, we may fuppofe, that in this, as in

other flourifhing and much frequented cities, there

would be tumults from time to time, proceeding from
various caufes, unneceffary to be mentioned. A
joyous city. The profperity, affluence, and happinefs,

enjoyed by the inhabitants, and the celebration of the

folemn festivals by the males of the land, in which
they were exprefsly commanded to rejoice before the

Lord their God *
; for this good reafon, c Becaufe the

c Lord thy God mail blefs thee in all thy increafe,
€ and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou
c

fhalt furely rejoice/ All this ftir, tumult, and joy,

our prophet obferved, was entirely fubiided ; and in

their room was fubftituted profound filence and fur-

prife, whilfl the inhabitants had gone up to the

houfe-tops.

Thyjlain men are notjlain 'with tbefzvord, nor dead

in battle. Thefe words plainly intimate, that before

the city was to be vanquHhed by its enemies, great

numbers of the citizens were to periili by dread and
terror, by famine, and the difeafes which commonly
follow upon the want of provifion. During the fiege,

* Deut. xvi. 14, 15.

which
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which continued about three years, whilft the city

was inverted by the enemy, the inhabitants were fore

diftrefied by a terrible famine, wherein many of thent

miferably perifhed through want of the means of fub-

fiftence. Of this mournful event the prophet Jere-

miah gives a very pathetical defcription : ' The
' tongue of the fucking child cleaveth to the roof of
6

, his mouth for third : the young children afk bread*
* and no man breaketh it unto them. They that did
1 feed delicately, are defolate in the ftreets : they that
c were brought up in fcarlet, embrace dunghilsV
The hiftory recorded i Kings xxv. bears teftimony

to the truth of the fa£t ; for, at the third verfe, it is

thus written :
' The famine prevailed in the city, and

1 there was no bread for the people of the land.'

3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are:

bound by the archers : all that are found in thee

are bound together, which have fled from far.

The defcription of the diftrefied condition to which

Jerufalem was to be reduced is here continued.

By the rulers fpoken of, are meant the king of Ju-

dah, the princes, and the principal officers, who were
to betake themfelves to flight, that, if poffible, they

might efcape the fword of the enemy. They are

bound by the archers. The Chaldean archers purfued

and apprehended them, and bound them in chains,

that they might afterward be put to death, or carried

away in miferable captivity into Chaldea. All they

that arefound in thee, &c. All thofe who were pre-

vented from fleeing for fafety, even they who had re-

forted from diftant parts of the country to Jerufalem,

were to be bound together, and treated as captives.

—

Such was to be the fate of the inhabitants of the once

highly favoured city of Jerufalem. By their wicked-

nefs, they provoked God to abandon them, and to

* Lam. iv. 4, 5.

fend
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fend againft them the Chaldeans, who befieged and
burnt their city, who led captive their king and their

great men, and made prifoners of all the people. You
may read the fulfilment of this part of the prophecy
in 2 Kings xxv. 4. and following verfes. Neither

the greatnefs nor the meannefs of perfons can fcreen

them from the judgments of God : neither fecrecy,

nor flight, nor fortrefTes, can afford fafety from thofe

who are employed to execute his righteous vengeance.

The only hiding-place, the fecure refuge, to which
you ought to refort in every danger, is the fhadow of

the wings of the Almighty. Like prudent men, who
forefee the evil, and hide themfelves, do you have im-

mediate recourfe to God, that he may preferve you
from trouble, and compafs you about with fongs of
deliverance.

4 Therefore faid I, Look away from me, I

will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me

;

becaufe of the fpoiling of the daughter of my
people.

Our prophet, having beheld in vifion the future

calamities which were coming upon his countrymen,
exprerles, in a very affecting manner, the ftrong emo-
tions of grief which he felt, from viewing the diftrefT-

ing profpect. His language refembles that of the weep-
ing prophet, where he thus fpeaks : ' Mine eye run-
* neth down with rivers of water, for the deftru&ion
c of the daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth
4 down, and ceafeth not, without any intermiiTion *.'

His forrow was fo pungent, that he wifhed freely to

indulge in it, without being interrupted or difturbed.

Grief, when exceflive, always wifhes to be in folitude.

There is a kind of magnificence in great forrow,

which is offended by being familiarly dealt with, or

obferved. Trouble, perplexity, and vexation, when

* Lam, iii. 48, 49,

Vol. II. I i they
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they become intenfe and vehement, are exceedingly

averfe to meet with any obftru&ion, even from friends

and confolations. Extreme anguifh of mind muft

have vent before it be afiuaged ; and the more
ftrongly that it operates, the fooner it is likely to

abate. Nothing therefore can be more offenfive to a

forrowful perfon than fociety ; and there is hardly any

thing that more increafes his uneafmefs than being

noticed and looked upon. Thefe remarks were veri-

fied in Ifaiah, who, when he was difpofed to weep
bitterly, requefted, that thofe who were inclined to

view him with attention and fympathy, would look

away from him ; and that thofe who wifhed to com-
fort him, would refrain from their purpofe, and per-

mit him to weep bitterly.

Becaufe of the /polling of the daughter of my people.

The prophet wept not for himfelf, but for the terrible

calamities which were coming upon his country.

The daughter of his people is intended to fignify, the

weak, effeminate pofterity of renowned anceftors,

who were celebrated for their ftrength and courage

;

thole who are elfewhere called the daughter of lfrael,

the daughter of Judah, of Zion, and Jerufalem.

Though the citizens of the metropolis may be chiefly

intended by this expreffion, yet all thofe who dwelt

in the land of Judea might be comprehended.-

Thefe were to be fpoiled by their enemies, of their

riches, their ftrength, their liberty, beauty, and glo-

ry ; and to be deprived of their families, friends, and
pofleflions, and, above all, of the diftingui filing pre-

rogatives that they enjoyed as the peculiar people of

God. Great numbers were to be cruelly flain by the

fword of the fierce enemy. On thefe and fimilar ac-

counts, our tender-hearted prophet wept bitterly.

Even a Heathen writer obferved, that it is inhuman
not to grieve for the calamities of others. The
fervants of God fail not to companionate the dif-

treffes and forrows of thofe who are in affliction.

David, Ifaiah, and many others, difcovered this be-

coming
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coming temper on all proper occafions. Jefus Chriffc

wept over Jerufalem, for the diftrefies that he forefaw

were coming upon it ; and requires his followers to

weep with them that weep. A godly man muft be

grieved not only to fee men tranfgrefling God's law,

but to behold them, on that account, fuftaining the

awful judgments of heaven. Let us then remember
them that are in bonds, as bound with them ; and

thofe who fuffer adverfity, as being ourfelves alfo in

the body *,

5 For it is a day of trouble, and of treading

down, and of perplexity by the Lord God of

hofts in the valley of viiion, breaking down the

wralls, and of crying to the mountains*

Ifaiah proceeds to enumerate fome more caufes of

the grief and forrow which he now felt. It is a

day of trouble 1 and of treading down, wherein difturb-

ance, diftrefs, and tumult, were univerfaliy to prevail

among the citizens of Jerufalem. Things civil and

facred were to be trampled under foot. Their holy

things, their palaces, their houfes, their fields and

vineyards, with all that they efteemed valuable, were

to be deftroyed, and treated contemptuoufly, by the

enemy. And of perplexity : people in the utmoft

diftrefs, and full of anxiety, not knowing what to do,

or which way to take, in order to efcape impending

ruin. To render this defcription the more awful and

affecting, all this trouble is faid to proceed from the

Lord God of hojis, who hath all the armies of heaven,

and the inhabitants of the earth, entirely at his com-
mand, and employs them as the inftruments of exe-

cuting his righteous vengeance upon a perfidious,

ftubborn, and difobedient people. Surely trouble

and perplexity that cometh from him, and demon-
ftrates his power and righteoufnefs, muft be terrible

* Heb. xlii. 3.

indeed*.
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indeed. Breaking down the walls of the city, the

temple, the palaces, and houfes of Jerufalem. The
prophet Jeremiah, fpeaking of this event, declares,

that the Chaldeans burnt the houfe of the Lord, and
the king's houfe, and all the houfes of the, city, and

broke down all the walls round about.—

—

And of

crying to the mountains•, for afliflance and fafety, in the

time of their extremity. Such terrible calamities were

to befal the inhabitants of the metropolis of Judea,

that their lives were to become more bitter than

death : they would rather have been crufhed under

the mountains, than expofed to thefe dreadful judg-

ments which threatened the moft inexpreflible mi«

feries.

This prophecy was literally fulfilled by the Chal-

deans, when they laid fiege to Jerufalem, and took

the city. That was indeed a time of trouble, and

treading down ; for befides the diftreffes mentioned

in the fecond and third verfes of this chapter, the pil-

lars, the ornaments, and furniture of the houfe of the

Lord, in gold and filver, were broken in pieces, and
carried away to Babylon *. The hearts of the people

were diftrefled with perplexity and fear ; in confe-

quence of which, they were to cry and howl, as we
read, Ezek. xxi. 12.- Thus were the tremendous

judgments of God executed upon a treacherous and
perfidious people that refided in the valley of viflon,

as an awful teftimony of his juft difpleafure againft

their tranfgreffions. Brethren, a far more terrible

day of trouble and perplexity is faft approaching,

when men mail bitterly cry to the hills and moun-
tains to fall upon them, and hide them from the

wrath of the Lamb, and him that fitteth upon the

throne f . If the profpecl: of that day of diftrefs,

which is already paft, made our prophet, who was a

man of fortitude, when the occasion called for it, to

weep and mourn, do not ye think that we ought to

* 2 Kings xxv. 13. f Rev. vi. 16, 17.

be
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be deeply affected with the profpecl: of final retribu-

tion arid general judgment ? Perhaps ibme of you
conceal your vices, others triumph in their wicked-

nefs, and contemn admonition. Know that a day of
trouble and perplexity lies before you, when * our
' God will come, and not keep filence : a fire fhall

* devour before him, and it fhall be very tempefhious
* round about *.* In the language of the New Tefta-

rnent. ' Jefus Chrift fhall come3 with his mighty an-
< gels, in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them
* who know not God, and obey not the gofpelf.

5

May the profpect of. this day of recompenfe roufe

every finner among you to flee from the wrath to

come, and animate every true Chriftian to be diligent

and faithful in the fervice of his Matter, that, at the

coming of the Lord, he may be found of him in

peace, without fpot, and blamelefs

!

6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots

of men and horfemen, and Kir uncovered the

fhield.

Our prophet having foretold the more diflant,

future fortune of the wicked inhabitants of Jerufa-

lem, in this and the following verfes, he proceeds to

predict thofe diftrefies which they were to furTer from
the AfTyrians, long before the above event was to

happen. Having placed fully in the view of the car-

nal, fecure contemners of the word of God, the

judgments which the Almighty was to inflict upon
them, and their poflerity, at a more remote period,

it was highly proper that he fhould acquaint them of

thofe lefier ones which were nearer at hand. Several

circumftances, relative to this fubject, are here men-
tioned. And Elam bare the quiver. In the days

of Hezekiah, king of Judah, the Elamites, or Per-

fians, were either fubjecl to the AfTyrians, or their

* Pfal. 1. 3. f 2ThefT. i. 7, 8.

auxiliaries
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auxiliaries in war. The Elamites were a martial

people, who, in the words of the prophet Ezekiel,

caufed terror in the land. They made great ufe of

the bow, and of the quiver, in which they carried

their arrows ; and in the management of them they

were exceeding expert. At the approaching fiege

of Jerufalem, they were to be employed with the

AfTyrians in this fervice. Nor were a few of their

foot-foldiers only to be engaged in this enterprife

;

they were to have chariots of men and horfemen*

The army, which was to ftrike terror into the inha-

bitants of Judea, fhould be compofed not only of

foot-foldiers, but of chariots and horfemen, furnifhed

with all the implements of war. The chariots an-

ciently ufed in war by the eaftern nations, were

drawn by horfes ; and in each chariot were two men,

one of whom took the direction of the chariot, whilffc

the other was employed in fighting againfl the ene-

my. At each end of the axle, fcythes were fattened,

that they might cut in pieces the men and horfes

which came within their reach. Such were the forces

who mould march into Judea, and attack the city

Jerufalem. And Kir uncovered the Jhield. The
men of Kir, which was probably a city belonging to

the Medes, were at this time fubjecl: to the AfTyrians,

or their auxiliaries in war, were renowned for their

bravery, and their fkill in the management of the

fhield. Thefe warriors were likewife to form part of

the troops deftined to march into the valley of vifion.

7 And it fhall come to pafs that thy choiceft

valleys fhall be full of chariots, and the horfe-

men fhall fet themfelves in array at the gate.

The inhabitants of Jerufalem were informed, that

prodigious numbers of forces were to occupy the

richeft and mod fruitful fields in Judea, and to ad-

vance even to the gates of the metropolis. Canaan.,

being a mountainous country, abounded with well-

watered^
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watered, fruitful valleys, which produced the mod
luxuriant crops. Such was the valley of Rephaim,
and others which were fituated in the neighbourhood
of Jerufalem, and were remarkable for their fuperla-

tive excellence and fertility. Thefe choice valleys,

which were wont to be clad with the beft vines and
fineft corns, were to be covered with chariots and
horfemen, at the period to which this prophecy looked
forward. What a contrafi did their condition at that

time form, when compared to their former flourifh-

ing date ! That city, which had been renowned for

beauty, faithfulnefs, holinefs, and righteoufnefs, be-

came infamous for almoft every fpecies of wicked-
nefs ; and therefore God, after having exercifed

much long-fufFering patience toward a provoking
people, fent againfl: them the Affyrians, Medes, and
Perfians, who carried their arms into the very heart

of the country, and fpread defolation and ruin where-
ever they went. Their calamities and forrows were
greatly multiplied by their atrocious tranfgrefiions.

—

In the contemplation of the awful judgments of God,
by whomfoever executed, let us afcribe righteoufnefs

to our Maker, who punifhes lefs than mens iniquities

deferve. Of the truth of this remark, you may be
fatisfied by reading the words of the Lord to his

fervant Ezekiel, when he was ordered to mew the
inhabitants of Jerufalem all their abominations. They
are charged with having been guilty of blood, with
having defiled themfelves with idols, with fetting light

by father and mother, with diftreffing the ftranger,

vexing the fatherlefs and the widow, defpifing God's
holy things, and profaning his Sabbaths, with greedily

gaining by extortion, and forgetting the Lord their

God *. Let us carefully avoid thofe iniquities, which
never fail to accelerate divine judgments. This leifon,

which I have often inculcated in various forms, re-

quires to be frequently repeated, that we may learn

* Ezek. xxii. 3.

it
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it well, and be effectually taught the important prac-

tical inflruction which it is fuited to convey.- This

prediction was accomplimed, when Rabfhakeh, the"

general of Sennacherib, king of AfTyria, with a vaft

army, laid fiege to Jerufalem ; and the rich valleys,

in the vicinity of that city, were occupied not only

by foot-lbldiers, but by chariots and horfemen, under

the command of that officer.

8 % And he difcovered the covering of Judah,

and thou didil look in that day to the armour of

the houie of the foreft.

Another circumftance is here mentioned, relating

to the AfTyrian expedition againft Judah and Jerufa-

lem. A learned writer #
is of opinion, that the co-

vering of Judah was the mafk of hypocrify, which
they had aflumed to conceal their wickednefs, and
under cover of which, they perpetrated the mofl

enormous crimes. In this view, the bleffed God is

the Agent who removed this covering ; and who in-

forms the men of Judah, that he fufrered their ene-

mies to invade their land and city, that he might lay

open their hypocrify and carnal fecurity, and cure

them of their corruption and depravity. I fuppofe

the perfon to whom our prophet afcribes the action

of which he fpeaks, was Sennacherib
}
whofe horfe-

men and chariots were mentioned in the preceding

verfe. By the covering may be meant, the fortified

cities in Judea, which preferved and defended the

frontiers of the country from the hoftile invafion of

enemies. The Hebrew words may be thus tranflated

imperfonally, ' And the covering of Judah is dif-

* covered.' The fenced cities of Judah were removed

and deftroyed by the AfTyrians, in the fourteenth year

of king Hezekiah's reign, when Sennacherib came
up againft all the fortified cities in Judea, and took

* Dr. Lightfoot.

them.
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them, as you read in the thirty-fixth chapter of this

prophecy.

And thou didft look in that day to the armour of the

houfe of the forejl, Ifaiah, fpeaking under the imme-
diate influence of the fpirit of prophecy, fpecifies va-

rious circumftances which were then future, with

equal precifion as if he had been defcribing what he

had feen. The king and people of Judah, alarmed

at the report of the AfTyrian invafion, and terrified at

the approach of the enemy, were to confult for the

fafety of Jerufalem and of the kingdom. The firfl

ftep to be taken, in order to elude the impending

danger, was to examine the armour contained in the

houfe of the forefl. This was a very elegant and
fumptuous building, erected by king Solomon ; one
hundred cubits in length, and fifty cubits in breadth,

and the height thereof was thirty cubits. It was fup*

ported by four rows of cedar-pillars, with cedar-beams

upon the pillars *. This magnificent flru&ure flood

upon that part of mount Sion which was called Ophel,

nigh to the fouth-eafl corner of the city-wall. It was
probably called the houfe of the forefl of Lebanon,

becaufe the materials of which it was built, were

brought chiefly from that noble forefl. In this ar-

mory, king Solomon laid up two hundred targets

of beaten gold, and three hundred fhields of beaten

gold f . The prince and people in Jerufalem, on hear-

ing the report of the AfTyrian expedition, carefully

infpe&ed this arfenal, to fee if it contained the imple-

ments of war which were neceffary, on the prefent

alarming occafion, for the defence of the capital.-

In every attack made upon you x

, Chriflians, in the

fpiritual warfare, take unto you the whole armour of

God ; and, as you may be unexpectedly affaulted,

learn, from the precaution here mentioned, to be al-

ways prepared, that, on every emergency, you may
refifl your many powerful enemies.

* 1 Kings vii. 2. f 1 Kings x. 16, 17.

Vol. II. K k 9 Ye
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9 Ye have feen alfo the breaches of the city

of David, that they are many : and ye gathered

together the waters of the lower pool.

Our prophet particularly defcribes the feveral ftepa

to be taken by the prince and people in Jerufalem, at

the critical juncture to which he refers, as if he had

been an actual fpedtator of the whole affair ; and, by

this delineation of circumftances, he gave early notice

of the timidity and confternation which were to pre-

vail at the period to which he looked forward. Pro-

perly fpeaking, the city of David was the fort or

ftrong hold of Zion, which that renowned prince

took from the Jebufites ; and around which he built a

wall, wherein fome breaches had been made by the

ravages of time, or the affaults of enemies. Thefe

were to be carefully infpected, that they might be im-

mediately repaired, and put into a proper ftate of de-

fence. Having been too long neglected, they endan-

gered the fafety of the city, and therefore no time was

to be loft in getting them made up.—

—

And ye ga-

thered together the waters of the lower pool. From the

fountain of Siloam, anciently called Gihon, the waters

were conveyed, by two conduits, into two pools, or

refervoirs ; one of which was called the Upper, or

Pool of Solomon, and the other the Lower, ©r

Pool of Siloam. In the profpect of the city being be-

fieged by the AfTyrians, the waters of the pool laft-

mentioned, were to be directed into another courfe,

or conveyed into a new refervoir. This expedient

might be intended to ferve a double purpofe ; namely,

to deprive the befiegers of a large fupply of water,

which was converted to the benefit of the befieged.

—

This prudent meafure, adopted by the king of Judah,

and the citizens of Jerufalem, in time of imminent
danger, ought to excite us to take every wife precau-

tion in our power, that we may efcape the perils to

which we are expofed. Let us however do more than

they did : let us truft in God, to accompany the

means
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means that we ufe with his blefiing, and to render

them effectual for our deliverance.

I o And ye have numbered the houfes of Je-

rufalem, and the houfes have ye broken down
to fortify the wall.

More preventive meafures were to be employed by
the inhabitants of the city befide thofe already men-
tioned, for the purpofes of defence and fafety.

Ye will carefully reckon the number of houfes in Je-

rufalem, and diligently infpecl their condition, that

ye may be able to determine which, and how many
of them muil be demolifhed with the lead hurt to the

city, for repairing the walls and the towers, and fo

fortifying them, that they may fudain the afTaults of

the enemy. Perhaps they were alfo defirous to know
the number of people which lived within the walls f*

that from thence a judgment might be formed of the

quantity of provifions neceflary for their fupport, and
of the length of time they might be able to (land out

againft the befiegers. In times of imminent dan-

ger, private property mud be facrificed to the public

fafety : all muft contribute according to their ability,

and the urgent neceflity of the cafe, when called upon
toward the fupport of the (late. Every individual

ought to unite his endeavours for promoting the ge-

neral good, particularly in feafons that are critical..

I I Ye made alfo a ditch between the two
walls, for the wTater of the old pool : but ye have

not looked unto the Maker thereof, neither had
refpedt unto him that famioned it long ago.

Another precaution is here mentioned, which, at

the time referred to in this prophecy, was to be
taken for the fafety of the city. A ditch mould be
formed between the inner and outer walls, for con^

veying water unto thofe parts of the city which mod
needed
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needed it. The water of the old pool was to be difi

pofed of in fuch a manner as might moft effectually

promote the benefit of the citizens, and prevent the

enemy deriving any advantage from it. To affift you
in underflanding this prediction, you may compare it

with the hiftory of its accomplifhment, recorded

i Chron, xxxii. %. etfcq. From that paflage of fcrip-

ture we learn, that, after the news of the AlTyrian ex-

pedition reached Jerufalem, by the attention and care

of Hezekiah and the citizens, the walls of the city

were repaired, the fountains were (lopped, and pre-

vented from giving affiftance to thofe who were em-
ployed in carrying on the fiege.

But ye have not looked unto the Maker thereof^

neither had refpecl unto him that fajhioned it long ago.

God himfelf was the Maker of- Jerufalem, who fa-

fhioned it long ago. He formed the plan of it in his

icounfel and purpofe, wherein were fixed all the va-

rious conditions of mankind, and all the events;

which happen in every place and period of time^

Chance and accident are terms expreflive of human
ignorance, and are applied to thofe circumftances andi

events which are unthought of and unexpected by
men. He, whofe kingdom ruleth over all, hath de-

termined the times, and, I may add, the places be^

fore appointed, and the bounds of our habitations.

This plan had been long fince punctually executed,

by thofe whom divine wifdom employed for this pur-

pofe. To this great Builder of Jerufalem, the in*

habitants neither looked, nor had refpecl. They did

not contemplate and adore God with faith and reve-

rence, with penitence and confidence ; nor did they

diligently attend to the operations of his providence

and grace. They did not fuitably acknowledge the

divine goodnefs, in which they had largely partici-

pated ; nor did they fet a proper value upon the im^

portant advantages that they had enjoyed. They did

not earneftly implore his kind protection; nor did

tfcey depend upon the divine bleffing, tQ profper the

means



Ver. 12. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 261

means which they ufed for their prefervation and de-

fence : neither did they act with a flngle regard to his

approbation and glory ; but relied more on their own
exertions than upon God, from whom alone cometh
faivation. In all our enterprifes, let us look to the

Lord, whofe providence extends to all his creatures,

and all their actions, for direction, affiftance, and
bleiiing. Let us place unlimited confidence in that

infinitely great and benevolent Being, who is fo

powerful, that he can do whatever he pleafeth ; fo

wife, that he always doth what is beft for thole who,
in the way of duty, and ufe of means, intruft lherr>

felves to his care.

12 And in that day did the Lord God of
holts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to

baldnefs, and to girding with fackcloth.

The fenfuality and carnal fecurity which were to

prevail, at the period wherein this prophecy was to

receive its accomplifhment, is here ltrongly repre-

fented. I fuppofe, that the day fpoken of by our
prophet, includes the time wherein the fervants

of God were faithfully employed in denouncing
awful judgments againfl the wicked and profane

among the Jews, and foretelling the terrible evils

that awaited them. Thefe falutary counfels and ad-

monitions they foolifhly rejected, and obftinately per-

fifted in contemning the judgments of God ; nay,
the nearer that they approached, the more they fet

them at nought. To fuch a height in wickednefs did
they arrive, that to many the word of the Lord was
a reproach, and predicted calamities were heard of
with the greateit indifference. The crimes which are

here mentioned, were not chargeable upon the whole
of that people ; for there were among them not a few
upright, good men, who formed the holy ked, that

were the fubflance thereof, the remnant who return-

ed to the mighty God. The perfons chiefly intended,

were
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were the rulers, and great men of the nation, con-

cerned in the adminiflration of public affairs, who,
defpifing divine predictions, and inftructive warnings,

indulged in profanity, fenfuality, and other fins. Per-

ibns of this character, are the bane and ruin of every

fociety with which they are connected, and often

bring upon themfelves fwift deftruction ; of which a

remarkable inftance occurs in the latter part of this

chapter.

The Lord God of hojls did call to weeping, &c.

Through divine mercy, the Jewifh nation enjoyed the

important advantage of being warned, by the fervants

of the Mod High, reflecting approaching calamities,

and of being invited to repentance, that they might

prevent the threatened evils from being executed.

—

Weeping is one effect of true penitence, when the

heart is penetrated with an affecting fenfe of fin and

guilt ; and therefore repentance is fometimes expreffed

in fcripture by this external fign, as in Joel i. 5. where

the prophet thus fpeaks, ' Awake, ye drunkards, weep
* and howl, &V.' A renowned ancient philofopher

pronounced weeping to be unworthy of a man; and

affirmed, that it was only for women and children *.

Though weeping, in many cafes, proceeds from weak-

nefs and effeminacy, in other inftances, it is perfectly

confident with true fortitude and magnanimity. To
weep for fear of fufferings, or when fuftaining them
from the hand of man, is the effect of feeblenefs and
timidity ; but to weep before God, when we have

finned greatly, or fuffer much from him, is the evi-

dence of a tender heart, and a noble fpirit. David,

king of Ifrael, who feared neither a lion nor a bear,

and who declared, that he would not be afraid though,

an hoft mould encamp againfl him, acknowledged,

that the Lord heard the voice of his weeping
-f.

Jefus

Chrift himfelf wept over Jerufalem, on account of the

miferies which were coming upon that city. When

* Plat, de Repub. Dial. iii. \ Pfal. vi. 8.

therefore
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therefore the Lord of hofts calls to weeping, he in-

vites men not to a mean, unworthy employment, but
to a fuitable and proper exercife, which is further de-

fcribed in the following words

:

And to mourning. The word denotes fuch pungent
grief, arifing from the profpect or experience of the

greateft diftrefles, as is accompanied with thofe figni-

ncant geftures that exprefs inward forrow of heart.

As great mercies call for great joy, great afflictions

call for great mourning. Mens affections and con-

duel: ought always to correfpond with divine difpen-

fations, whether they are comfortable or calamitous.

The people of Judah and Jerufalem were often called

to figh and mourn over thofe abominations whereby
they expofed themfelves to the righteous vengeance
of the Almighty, and to deplore the awful, threaten-

ed judgments which would certainly overtake them,
unlefs divine mercy and fpeedy repentance interpofed.

In every view then, whether they looked back to

what they had done, or forward to what they had jufb

reafon to expect, they were called to mourning, and
to the exercife of true penitence. And to baldnefs.

Shaving off the hair, or making bald the head, was
anciently confidered as a fymbol of intenfe grief, as I

had occafion to remark from chap. xv. 2. Hence the

prophet Jeremiah, when he informed the generation
of God's wrath, that he had rejected and forfaken

them, immediately adds, ' Cut off thine hair, O Je-
6 rufalem, and cad it away, and take up a lamenta-
* tion : mourn bitterly for thy deplorable condition.'

Baldnefs being here joined with weeping and mourn-
ing, intimates the extreme forrow with which the
inhabitants of Jerufalem ought at this time to have
been afflicted. And to girding with fackcloth. I

have formerly obferved, that this practice was an-
ciently adopted in times of great diftrefs ; many in-

stances of which are recorded in fcripture : a remark-
able one occurs, 2 Kings xx. 31. In feafons of pro-

found humiliation, and profefled repentance for fin,

people
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people likewife girded themfelves with fackcloth, as

is plainly intimated in the words of Jefus Chrift, re-

fpecting Sodom and Gomorrah #
. To this expreflion

of humiliation and repentance, the men of Judah and

Jerufalem were often called, by the difpenfations of

providence, and by the difcourfes of the prophets ;

and to thefe calls they ought to have diligently heark-

ened, and to have yielded a prompt obedience.

True wifdom, my brethren, will direct to a fuit-

able behaviour under afflictive difpenfations ; and will

teach to avoid both the extremes into which We are

apt to run in times of trouble, of defpifing the chaften-

ing of the Lord, and fainting when we are rebuked

of him. We ought not to make light of divine chaf-

tifements, by neglecting to cultivate the temper and

conduct which they inculcate, and to comply with the

defign which they are manifeftly intended to promote 1

nor may we faint under his afflicting hand, by laying

afide the exercife of patience and fortitude, and giv-

ing way to fullennefs, defpondency, or dejection. In-

fenfibility to divine rebukes formed an article in the

heavy charge brought againfl the inhabitants of Jeru-

falem by the prophet Jeremiah :
* Thou haft ftricken

* them, but they have not grieved ; thou halt con-
* fumed them, but they have refufed to receive cor-
c rection fi* Let us then hearken to the calls of God,
and carefully avoid fecurity and indifference in fea-

fons of diftrefs, with every thing unbecoming that

condition.

13 And behold, joy and gladnefs, flaying

oxen, and killing fheep, eating flefh, and drink-

ing wine ; let us eat and drink, for to-morrow

we fhall die.

Thefe words, taken in connection with the preced-

ing verfe, clearly point out the crime with which the

* Matth. xi. 21. f Jer« v- 3»

citizens
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citizens of Jerufalem were charged. Inftead of weep-

ing and mourning, in obedience to the call of God,
they indulged in mirth and feftivity, in criminal in-

difference to futurity, and a profane contempt of di-

vine warnings and divine judgments. This fmful op-

pofition to the call of God, they difcovered in their

temper, in their practice, and in their language.

In their temper, they were glad and joyful. The
Jewifh people were not only allowed, but required, to

rejoice in the valuable benefits wherewith they were

favoured by the bounty of providence. This joy

however, in earthly things, ought always to be mo-
derate, and qualified by a conviction of their mutabi-

lity and uncertainty, and appropriated to feafons that

are mofl fuited to this exercife. Joy and giadnefs are

undoubtedly lawful, ufeful, and expedient, at proper

feafons. * A merry heart, faith Solomon, is a conti-
c nual feaft, and doth good like a medicine.' This

affection however becomes highly criminal, when it

tranfgreffes due bounds, or is indulged when perfons

ought to be otherwife employed. There is a time to

rejoice, and a time to mourn. That rejoicing then

mufl be evil, which occupies the feafon wherein men
ought to be employed in humiliation and prayer, in

fafting, and deprecating deferved, threatened calami-

ties. Our prophet therefore, furprifed at the infenfl-

bility of the people whom he reproved, introduces

the fubject with a note of admiration : Behold, joy and
giadnefs. What a ftrange and uncomely fight is pre-

sented to my view, people grofsly miflaking, yea,

wilfully counteracting the call of divine providence,

rejoicing when they ought to. be mourning and weep-
ing !

Slaying oxen, and killing Jheep, eating- jtefh, and
drinking wine. In their practice, they joined feafting

to their mirth. Slaying cattle, eating flefh, and drink-

ing wine, are doubtlefs lawful and expedient on pro-

per occasions. That the great Lord of all hath given

power to men over the inferior creatures, and liberty

Vol. II, LI t%
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to ufe them, both for fupplying their necefiities, and
for their agreeable entertainment, feems to be abun-
dantly evident, not only from the divine grant, but

from the vaft number and variety of animals, which
almoft every where abound, notwithftanding the great

numbers that are killed for ufe. Every feafon, how-
ever, is not adapted for feafting and conviviality. To
be employed in feftivity in the time of trouble and

perplexity, to be engaged in feafting when we ought

to be falling, to rejoice when loudly called by the

word and providence of God to mourning, difcovers

a criminal contempt of divine authority, and the mod
perverfe inconfiflence of temper and conduct. Is it

a time for feafting, when the wrath of the Almighty
is breaking forth againft a people, when the kingdom
abounds with fears and troubles, the walls of defence-

are broken down, and dreadful calamities are faft ap-

proaching? Surely, if people, in fuch times of public

diftrefs, rejoice in worldly things, it fhould be as-

if they rejoiced not ; if they feaft, it ought to be fo

managed, as if they feafted not. Indeed fuch feafons.

are here plainly intimated, to be quite improper for

daughter and entertainment.

Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we Jloall die*

Luxury and indulgence in fenfual pleafures, frequently

accompanies carnal fecurity, and a proud contempt
of God. When Ephraim was filled, his heart was
exalted ; therefore have they forgotten me, faith the

Lord*. And the inhabitants of Jerufalem, having

laid afide fear of divine judgments, and all concern
about another and better life, regardlefs of the re-

snonftrances of conscience, and the admonitions of

the prophets, encouraged one another in the practice

of luxury and voluptuoufnefs. Let us affiduoufly em-
ploy ourfelves (faid they) in gratifying our fenfual

appetites, and in grafping the pleafures of the prefent

day, while we have opportunity, being aflured, that

* ^fea xiii. 6.

death
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death will foon come, and put an end to our enjoy*

ments. The profpecl: of the impending ills which

our prophet had foretold, inftead of reftraining from

unlawful pleafures, was converted into an argument

to excite each other to fenfual gratifications.-

—

—For
to-morrow we Jhall die. The prophet declares, that the

Affyrians and Chaldeans will in a fhort time invade

the kingdom, and lay fiege to the metropolis, fo that

multitudes (hail perifh : at all events, life is uncertain,

and we know not what a day may bring forth ; let

us then pafs the remainder of our time in fulfilling

the defires of the flefh and of the mind.——In this

manner, the profane, among the Jewifh nation^ ex-

prefled their infolent contempt of the divine authori-

ty, their odious fenfual ity, their grofs flupidity, and

fhocking infidelity. They made provifion for the

flefh, to fulfil the lufls thereof, when they ought to

have been laying up a good foundation for the time

to come. Let us guard with attention againfl the

wicked abufe of the divine goodnefs and patience.

Beware of thofe falfe reafonings whereby finners de-

rive encouragement to do evil, from thofe very consi-

derations which ought to produce the contrary ef-

fects. There is fomething fo perverfe, fo monftrous

in this conduct, that we might be apt to fufpecl that

the Jews were unjuftly accufed, were wre not more or

lefs convicted of this horrid bafenefs by our own con-

sciences. Carefully avoid this foolifh difingenuous

courfe, whereby we fin againfl God, and wrong our

own fouls.

14 And it was revealed in mine ears by the

Lord of hofts, Surely this iniquity (hall not be

purged from you, till ye die, faith the Lord God
of hofts.

Our prophet here declares, that God had made
known to him that he would certainly punifh thofe

who were guilty of the crimes above mentioned, and

acquaints
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acquaints us in what manner he received this informa-

tion. And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord

of ho/is. A voice from God gently whifpered it in

his ear. In this manner God was pleafed to com-
municate his mind to the prophet Samuel *, and to

Ifaiah upon another occafion, chap. v. 9. This mode
of conveying inftruclion intimates, that this matter

was revealed to him in a fecret and familiar manner,

as a man imparts fomewhat that is concealed to a

friend—that, at the fame time, it was clearly and di-

ftin&ly communicated to him, fo that he coukLnot

miftake what he heard. That which was thus re-

vealed to our prophet, is expreffed in the words which

follow : Surely this iniquity Jhall not be purged from
you9 till ye die. The declaration is extremely awful,

and certainly true. This iniquity, committed by the

inhabitants of Judea and Jerufalem, of walking con-

trary to God, of counteracting the calls of his provi-

dence and of his fervants, and contemning his autho-

rity, was attended with peculiar aggravations, and an

enormous load of guilt. Such was the atrocity of

their offence,' that the Lord of hofts folemnly declares,

that it fhall not be purged, till they die. He would

not permit the fin above defcribed to pafs unpunished,

by temporal judgments in this world, and eternal

judgments in the future flate. In the words of Jefus

Chrift, they fhall not be forgiven, neither in this

world, nor in that which is to comef. There are

fome tranfgreflions which God doth not recompenfe

in this prefent world, which he will punifh in the fu-

ture ftate ; others he avengeth in this life, but remits

the punifhment to which they expofe in the eternal

world. There are fome fins, comprehending in them
virulent oppofition to his word and grace, and profane

blafphemy againft his difpenfations and authority,

which he punifhes both here and hereafter. * The
4 Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh his

* See 1 Sam. ix. 15. \ Matth. xii. 32.
6 name
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* name in vain V Of this fort was the wicked-

nefs of Judah and Jerufalem, fpoken of in the preced-

ing verfes. The fin that is not pardoned until men
die, is never forgiven f : in this prefent life only is

tranfgreflion taken away. The import then of the

expreflion before us will be, this iniquity which you

have committed, by contemning divine admonitions

and divine judgments, fhall never be cieanfed away,

until ye die a miferable death, as the jufl defert of

your crimes, and enter into that ftate wherein ye

fhall furTer inexpreflible anguifh and defpair, and be

expofed to the wrath of God, without any ray of

hope, or mixture of confolation. To give the utmoft

certainty and folemnity to this affirmation, our pro-

phet alfures us, that it was uttered by the Lord of

hofts. From this alarming declaration we learn,

that to reject the word of God's grace, to refufe his

calls to repentance, to infult his fervants, and obfti-

nately to perfift in contemning the means of falvation

which he hath appointed, is one of the greateft crimes

that men can commit, and expofes to the mod dread-

ful punifhment. Beware, my friends, of this aggra-

vated iniquity : entreat that God may keep you back

from this prefumptuous fin, and let it not have domi-

nion over you. When you are called to weeping

and mourning, on account of pafl provocations and
threatened calamities, be afflicted, and mourn, and
weep : let your laughter be turned to mourning, and
your joy to heavinefs. Humble yourfelve-j in the

fight of the Lord, and he fhall lift you up J.

15 V Thus faith the Lord God of hofts, Go,
get thee unto this treafurer, even unto Shebna,

which is over the houfe, andfay.

We now enter upon the other part of this pro-

phecy, which relates to Shebna; and was probably

* Exod. xx, 7. f See 1 Sam. xv. $$, % James iv. 9, 10.

delivered,
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delivered, with the former part, fome time before

the invafion of Judea by Sennacherib. The perfon to

whom our prophet was fent, feems to have been the

principal leader in that luxury and profanity, which
was feverely reprehended in the preceding verfes.

Shebna, the fcribe, mentioned by Ifaiah, in the hiftory

of Hezekiah, feems to have been a different perfon

from Shebna, the treafurer or fteward of the king's

houfehold, to whom this prophecy relates. This

perfon, who was one of the chief officers of ftate, by
a remarkable concurrence of circumftances, feems to

have been elevated from a mean, obfcure condition,

to the high ftation which he now occupied, where,

by his example and influence, during his adminiftra-

tion, he became a leader in thofe tranfgreilions which

our prophet had been reproving. To this man
Ifaiah received a meifage from the Lord God of

hofis:

Go, get thee unto this treafurer, unto Shebna, who is

over the houfe. He was not induced to take this

meafure by his own inclination, nor was he inftigated

to it by fome of his fellow-citizens : the orders he

received were from the Lord of hofts, who doth ac-

cording to his pleafure in heaven and in earth. The
commiiTion runs in terms that required immediate

execution : Go, get thee unto this treafurer. Decline

not to perform in perfon this fervice which is now
affigned thee : be not reluctant, or afraid, to deliver

the meflage with which thou art intruded. Go, and
plainly tell this man what 1 fay unto thee : fear him
not, however high the ftation that he holds, how-

ever great the power with which he is inverted. c Say
* not, t am a child : for thou (halt go to whomfoever
c

I fend thee ; and whatfoever 1 command, that fhalt

6 thou fpeak. Be not afraid of his face : for I am
e with thee to deliver thee, faith the Lord *.'

When God is pleafed to employ us in any fervice,

* Jer. i. 7, 8.

let
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let us remember by whofe authority we act, and
whofe work we are executing ; and let us endeavour

to perform it with alacrity and fidelity, humbly de-

pending upon him, who fends none a warfare upon
their own charges, for direction, ftrength, and com-
fort, for courage, liberty of fpeech, and every affift-

ance that circumftances may require. Whilft a con-

viction of our own infufficiency fhould render us mo-
deft and humble, a juft fenfe that we act in obedience

to the divine command, and that the divine power is

engaged for our protection, ought to render us eafy

and intrepid, even in the midft of danger and diffi-

culties.

16 What haft thou here? and whom haft

thou here, that thou haft hewed thee out a fe-

pulchre here, as he that heweth him out a iepul-

chre on high, and that graveth an habitation for

himfelf in a rock ?

Our prophet introduces the meflage with which
the Lord God fent him to Shebna, by reproving his

pride and haughtinefs. This treafurer of the exche-

quer was fo confident of the (lability of his preient

elevated (lation, that he feems to have entertained

little fufpicion of being difmiffed from his office, and
turned out of his country. Arrogant and vain, con-

ceited and elated with the dignity to which he was
raifed, he determined to prepare for himfelf, in a

confpicuous place, a fuperb fepulchral monument,
like thofe which belonged to the royal family of Ju-
dah. By the execution of this foolifh project, he no
doubt intended to give a public proof of his fcep-

ticifm and infidelity, and his contempt of our pro-

phet and the other fervants of God, who predicted

the approaching calamities which threatened the de-

ltruction of Jerufalem. When Ifaiah went to him
with the meflage he carried from God, he met him
in the place where he determined to build a magnifi-

cent
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cent fepulchre, near to thofe of the kings of the houfe

of David, to the fouth of Jerufalem. With peculiar

propriety, therefore, doth he propofe this inquiry to

Shebna,

What haft thou here? and whom haft thou here I

What bufinefs is this in which thou art employed
in this place, appropriated to the royal family for

burying-ground ? Doft thou arrogantly prefume to

build a fepulchral monument for thyfelf befide the

fepulchres of the kings ?—<—Whom haft thou here, of

thy fathers, or friends, that can entitle thee to lay

claim to the honour of erecting, on this confpicuous

fpot, a tomb for thyfelf? In this manner was Sheb^-

na upbraided with his intolerable pride and vanity,

in raifing fuch a fplendid monument for himfelf,

which, in refpeft of fituation and elegance, far ex-

ceeded any thing to which he could have juft preten-

fions. Our prophet intimates, that it was hewn out

of a rock ; and therefore muft have been a work of

great labour and expence, intended to tranfmit the

memory of its proprietor to fubfequent generations.

He obferves its elevated fituation, by which it claim-

ed attention, and rendered the perfon by whom it

was erected more renowned. He likewife notices,

that the work was beautifully executed, and rather

refembled a fumptuous habitation for the living than

a receptacle for the dead. The bed of men have

been careful to provide decent burial-places for them-

feives arid families. Abraham, for this end, bought

a cave in the field of Machpelah ; king Afa made a

fepulchre for himfelf in the city of David ; and Jo-

feph, of Arimathea, had a new tomb, hewn out of a

rock, wherein our blefTed Saviour's body was inter-

red. We do not then fuppofe, that Shebna was re-

proved for providing to himfelf a fepulchre, but on
account of his pride, vain-glory, and infidelity, which

required to be fharply reprimanded. Recoiled what

you have heard from the preceding part of this pro-

phecy, and you may be convinced of the folly and

arrogance
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arrogance of attempting to erect fuch a fine tomb, at

the very time he was informed of approaching cala*

mities. Happy they, who, when the earthly houfe

of this tabernacle is diffolved, have an houfe not made
with hands, eternal with God in the heavens ; who,
when abfent from the body, are prefent with the

Lord ; and whofe flefh doth reft in hope of a glorious

refurreclion, when foul and body being reunited, they

fhail be received, to be ever with the Lord

!

17 Behold, the Lord will carry thee away
with a mighty captivity, and will furely cover

thee.

In this and the two following verfes, is denounced the

juft judgment which God had determined to execute

upon this treafurer of king Hezekiah's houfehold, with

which our prophet was ordered to acquaint him on this

occafion. Though thou, O mighty man ! haft faid,

in the height of thy profperity, I fhall never be mov-
ed, I fhall never fee adverfity ; and, in proof that fuch

are thy fentiments, thou haft built for thyfelf a mag-
nificent fepulchre, yet, ere long, thou (halt be convin-

ced of thy fatal miftake. The Lord aflumes the pre-

rogative of punifhing thee according to thy wicked-

nefs, whatever part men may perform in the matter.

The righteous Lord declares, that he will carrv thee

away with a mighty captivity, which thou fhalt not

be able to refill, and which thou (halt find impoflible

to efcape. Afid will furely cover thee, with fhame

and reproach, fo that thy name, which thou art en-

deavouring to perpetuate by this fplendid monument,
fhall be buried in oblcurity and contempt, and thou

ihalt be neglected and forgotten. When the wrath

of the Almighty goeth forth againft a man, human
power cannot retain him in his place. Though he

may feem to be firmly eftablifhed in his prefent con-

dition, yet he fhall be driven as chaff or duft before

the wind, from the poffeflionof the riches, the ho-

Vol. II. M m - nours.
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nours, and pleafures, upon which he greatly doted,

and on account of which he was much admired.

There is nothing in this world but may quickly

leave us ; and, though our prefent enjoyments may
be continued, we may fuddenly be difmifled from the

ftation that we occupy, and our circumftances be en-

tirely reverfed.

1 8 He will furely violently turn and tofs

thee, Hie a ball into a large country : there fhalt

thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory

Jball be the fhame of thy lord's houfe*

Our prophet proceeds to defcribe the deplorable

condition to which this proud profane man fhould be

reduced, and the irrefiftible judgments wherewith

he was to be feized. So exprellive and forcible are

the Hebrew words here ufed, that our language hardly

admits of their being literally tranflated. Word for

word they may be rendered, In tolling he will tofs

thee with a toiling. Shebna was not fimply told, that

he was to be tofTed ; but he was informed, that this

event would furely and inevitably happen, and that

he fhould be violently driven from place to place, by

fuch a mighty force as he could not withftand.

This is illuftrated by a ftriking comparifon : Like a

ball into a large country. Almighty God would drive

him from his place with as great violence as a man
doth a ball which he ftrikes, not in a narrow con-

fined place, where he hath not room to exert himfelf,

and where the ball, by hitting fome object, may foon

be fiopt in its progrefs—but as a ball in a large coun-

try, where there is plentiful fcope for it in every di-

rection it can receive, and where, being tofTed from

hand to hand, it is not fuffered to be at reft. In this

manner the Mofl High was to tofs the treafurer of

king Hezekiah's household, and to drive him from

his office, his houfe, and his country. Neither

power nor dignity can fcreen wicked men from the

wrath
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wrath of the Lord. Thou carrieft them away, faith

Mofes, as an overflowing flood. God fendeth upon
them violent overwhelming judgments, which, like a

great inundation, carry all before them. Of this a

remarkable inftance lies now before us.

There Jhalt thou die ; viz. in the country where

he was to be in exile, probably in circumftances of

meannefs and poverty, forming a contrail to thofe

which he once enjoyed, defpifed and contemned as

much as ever he had been honoured when in office at

court. %i him might be verified the words of upright

Job,
c Men (hall clap their hands at him, and fhall

* hifs him out of his place * ;' infulting over this

haughty vain-glorious man, and his downfal, and

treating him with marks of difgrace. All men
triumph at the ruin of proud, wicked, great L.en

:

even the righteous rejoice when they fee ven-

geance executed upon them, becaufe one great ob-

struction to their peace -and profperity is removed,

the righteoufnefs of God is manifefted in his judg-

ments, his veracity is confirmed in executing his

threatenings, and fulfilling the defires of his people,

whilft they are admonifhed to avoid thofe dangerous

paths wherein others have fallen and perifhed. Un-
lefs our rejoicing at the fall of the wicked, is improv-

ed for promoting our own fteadfaftnefs, our rejoicing

is evil. Another circumftance is added relative

to this event, which is alfo worthy of attention

:

The chariots of thy glory pall be the jhame of thy

lord's houfe. The chariots here intended, were the

fplendid carriages in which this haughty treafurer was

accuftomed to ride with great pomp and magnificence,

and by which he difcovered his exceffive pride and

vanity. Thefe chariots were to become the fhame of

his matter's houfe. Hezekiah, who now fat upon the

throne of Judah, was a man of excellent difpofitions,

well affected to the worihip of God, and therefore he.

/ * Job xxvii. 23.

would
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would doubtlefs encourage thofe who were religious.

Shebna, with fome others of a different defcription,

who probably were the fervants of his father Ahaz*
continued in office for a confiderable time after this

good prince commenced his reign. By the trea-

surer's expulfion from his elevated ftation, and his

difgraceful exile in a foreign country, fome reproach,

or odium, was to be brought on his matter's houfe.

Men might fay, on hearing or feeing his difgrace and

infamy, Is this the man who was treafurer to king

Hezekiah, who ufed to ride in his chariot* with a

great retinue ? his wicked conduct, and reverfed con-

dition, are a fhame to that prince. -How miferable

are thofe who, inftead of being lamented and fympa-

thized with in the day of their calamity, die unre-

gretted, and are as it were jeered out of the world

into the prefence of that God, who hath faid, ' He
* will mock when their fear cometh as defolation,
c and their deftruction as a whirlwind !' As we would
avoid ignominy, and becoming a reproach to our

Lord's houfe, let us beware of degrading ourfelves by
acting unworthy of our profefiion. He alone who
truly honoureth God, is worthy of being honoured

by men ; and he only aright fuftains reproach, who?

views it as the confluence of his neglecting to ho-

nour God as he requires,

19 And I will drive thee from thy Itation*

and from thy ftate fhall he pull thee down.

In thefe words, the punifhment to be inflicted upon
Shebna is more particularly defcribed. To make
way for the advancement of Eliakim, our pro-

phet declares in the name of the Lord of holts, that

this treafurer was to be deprived of the honourable
poft which he now held, and that he mould be di-

verted of his character of prime minifter of ftate. In

this exalted ftation he had probably been confirmed

by means of the riches he had acquired, and the con-

nections
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flections he had formed ; and from this refpectable

office, it feems, he could not eafily be difmiffed. A
great effort was requisite to drive him from his fla-

tion ; an event which the Almighty informed him he
would certainly accomplim.^ In the latter part of

the verfe, the form of expreffion is elegantly changed,

from the firft to the third perfon ; many inftances of

which occur in the prophetic writings *. By this

prediction we are taught, that God will not only in-

flict divine judgments upon nations, but upon indivi-

duals, however high their rank, who act perfidioufly

in their office, and employ their influence to injure

the interefts of his people : and, by the fpeedy ac-

complifhment of what is here foretold, God verified

the word which he fpake by Ifaiah, and gave a new
and finking proof of the divine authority whereby
he acted.

20 1[ And it fhall come to pafs in that day,

that I will call my fervant Eliakim the fon of
Hilkiah.

At the time when Shebna was to fall into difgrace,

he is here informed, that Eliakim was to be elevated

to his dignity, and to be inverted in his office.

No piece of intelligence could have been more fhock-
ing to this proud and arrogant man, than that which
was now communicated to him. Language cannot
defcribe the condition in which he now felt himfelf,

when told, that he was to be deprived of his high
ftation, to be banifhed into a foreign country, and to

die in mifery—and that Eliakim, a man of a very
different defcription from him, was to fill his place.

Bifappointment, vexation, envy, indignation, with
other uneafy paffions, mud have alternately operated
in his mind, and made him feel more than can be
expreffed. Though Eliakim, which fignifies, My

* See Ifaiah xxxiv. 16.

God
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God will advance me, or eftablifh me in a fure place,

was a name frequent among the Jews, it was with

peculiar propriety given to the fon of Hilkiah, who
was raifed, by divine providence, to a poll of great

eminence. Nothing certain can now be faid concern-

ing this illuftrious perfon, unlefs what is learned from
this pallage of fcripture, and the hiftory of Heze-
kiah's reign. In chap, xxxvi. 3. of this book, he is

mentioned as a man of diftinguifhed rank, who, with

Shebna the fcribe, and joab the recorder, was dele-

gated by the king of Judah to confer with Rabfhakeh,

and the other AfTyrian generals, as to the hard and
iniquitous demands made upon Hezekiah and his

people. About the fame time, in the precarious date

of public affairs, he was fent by that upright prince

to confult with Ifaiah, to requeft his prayers, and to

get from him what information, refpeding the will of

God, he was at liberty to communicate. From thefe

circumftances, Eliakim feems to have been a very re-

fpe&able man, of a good family, one who had got

good education, and was polTefTed of confiderable

learning, for he underftood the Syrian as well as the

Jewifli language. He appears alfo to have been a

prudent man, of amiable difpofitions and manners,

and a devout godly perfon, who feared the Lord above

many ; an eminent fervant of God, who worfhipped

him, and obeyed his will. His humility, benevo-

lence, and public fpiiit, were confpicuous at the time

of the AfTyrian invafion. When he brought from
Rabfhakeh the haughty melTage which he carried to

king Hezekiah, he appeared with his clothes rent

;

and, on that occafion, after the example of his fove-

reign, he put on fackcloth. In every refpect he

formed a perfect contraft to Shebna, his immediate

predecefibr, in the office of treafurer of the king's

houfehold ; and, from his whole character, we con-

clude, that he muft have proved a fubftantial blelTing

to the prince, the court, and the people of Judah.

Such was the illuftrious peribn, whom God declared

by
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by Ifaiah, that he would call to fill up the important

office occupied by Shebna. By the fecret powerful

operation of his providence, he would qualify this

man to fill the high office for which he was defigned,

and fo direct the counfels of king Hezekiah, that he
fhould appear to that monarch the molt proper perfon

to fupply the vacant treafurerfhip, and that, in pre-

ference to all others, he fhould be promoted to this

high ftation. Thus did God qualify and appoint

him to the important office afligned him by his

prince. Let us carefully attend to this circum-

itance, as it refpecls ourfelves. Are we called of

God to the feveral employments in which we are en-

gaged ? Hath God, in his providence, defigned us

for the flation that we occupy ? hath he furnifhed us

with abilities neceflary for the faithful performance of

the duties connected with it ? and hath he difpofed us

not to decline the fervice he allots us, as did Jonah

;

nor to be weary of the difficulties with which, at par-

ticular times, it is attended, as did Jeremiah ? then

may we hope, that God hath called us to our work,
as he did his fervant Eliakim to the office that he
filled with integrity and honour.

2 1 And I will clothe him with thy robe, and
ftrengthen him with thy girdle, and I will com-
mit thy government into his hand, and he mail

be a father to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and
to the houfe of Judah.

Our prophet proceeds to inform Shebna, of the

certain elevation of Eliakim, and his invefliture in

the pofl of honour which he now held.—— Accord-
ing to the cuftom of the Jewifh nation, there was a

robe which belonged to the treafurer of the houfe-

hold, wherein, on proper occafions, he appeared, as

a mark of dignity, and a badge of office. This robe,

like thofe belonging to fome other offices, might pro-

bably be very rich and coitly, embroidered with gold,

and
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and ornamented with precious flones. With this robe,

that now belonged to Shebna as treafurer, God declar-

ed by Ifaiah, that he would clothe Eliakim, plainly

intimating by this expreffion, that he would inveft

him in his office and dignity. AndJirengthen him

with thy girdle. Girdles were anciently worn by

priefts and prophets, by military men, and the people

in general, in thofe countries where long garments

were in ufe. A fine girdle, made of coftly materials,

was, it feems, another badge of office, which, at this

time, belonged to Shebna : this girdle God declares,

he would transfer, along with the robe above men-

tioned, to his fervant Eliakim, whom he was to put

in pofTeffion of all the infignia belonging to that of-

fice. And I will commit thy government into his

hand. The great dignity and authority, with the ex-

tenfive jurifdi&ion connected with the treafurerfhip,

were wholly to devolve upon Eliakim, and to be in-

truded in his hands : and all the important advan-

tages in which it inverted him, with the influence

of office, were to be employed for the benefit of the

people. And he Jhall be a father to the inhabitants

ofjerufalem, and to the houfe of Judah. The benevo-

lent good man would not only aflift his prince with

falutary counfel, but, having the welfare of the king-

dom at heart, he would exercife a paternal care over

the people, and act toward them with the affection

and authority of a parent. Viewing him as ftanding

connected in this relation with the inhabitants of Je-

rufalem, he would take care to have all their neceffi-

ties fupplied, and to have them furnifhed with ufeful

inftru&ion ; he would watch over their interefts ; he

would endeavour to protect them from danger, and

to affift them in profecuting their bufineffes with fuc-

cefs. He would realize, in his conduct, the beauti-

ful character which upright Job thus defcribes :
' I put

c on righteoufnefs, and it clothed me : my judgment
* was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the

4 blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father
4 to
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i to the poor ; and the caufe which I knew not, I

' fearched outV Robes and girdles are only ex-

ternal ornaments, the appendages of high rank, and

the badges of office, which ferve to attract the admi-

ration of the multitude, to command refpecl, and to

diitinguifh thofe who wear them from thofe over

whom they prefide. Piety, benevolence, and good

conducl, paternal folicitude, friendly offices, and

ftrong exertions for the benefit of the people, are the

belt diftin&ions which great officers, in the fervice of

their country, can porters. Ye great men, hearken

to the ftill fmall voice that is directed to you from

afar : imitate Eliakim ; and let us have the pleafure

of feeing in your conduct, the amiable excellencies

and virtues which adorned this illudrious character,

highly worthy of your attention. Happy the trea-

furer who a£ts the part of a parent toward the people

!

happy the city and nation who have fuch a treafurer

as Eliakim ever the king's houfehold.

22 And the key of the houfe of David will I

lay upon his fhoulder : fo he fhall open, and

none fhall fhiit ; and he fhall fhut, and none

fhall open..

In this verfe, the prophet more fully explains in

what manner Eliakim mould be inverted in his new
office, and how he was to a£t in that honourable fta-

tion. At his inauguration, he was to receive all

the infignia belonging to the poft to which he was
promoted. Befide the robe and the girdle, a key was
to be laid upon his ihoulder, or the image of a key
was to be embroidered upon the fhoulder of his coat,

as another badge of his office. In this mode of in-

veftiture, there is an obvious allufion to the practice

of admitting perfons into families to ac]t in the cha-

racter of flewards, who receive the keys, whereby they

* Job xxix. 14, 15, 16.

Vol. II. N n ar^
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are to open and fliut the apartments in which the va-

rious articles of provifion are depofited for the ufe of

the houfehold. The key was the enfign of the im-

portant truft, and extenfive power, conferred upon
him, by his preferment to be treafurer to the king of

Judah ; and his family, which is here called the houfe

of David, in as much as he was lineally defcended

from that illuftrious prince. The key being laid upon
Eliakim's fhoulder might intimate, that the truft and

power wherewith he was inverted was a heavy bur-

den, which required great prudence, integrity, and

fortitude, to fuftain with honour to himfeif and his

royal mafter. As a key ferves to open and fhut, to

give accefs to the houfe or apartment to which it be-

longs, or to exclude from them, fo the key of the

houfe of David laid upon Eliakim, fignified the power
committed to him of adminiflering the government,

of managing the domeitic and public affairs of the.

kingdom of Judah.

So hejhall open^ and nonefoalljhut; and hejhalljhut.x
and noneJhall open. In confequence of his promotion,

none mail be able to counteract what he doth : he
ihall abafe one, and exalt another : he fliall enjoy the

exclufive privilege of admitting proper perfons into

the royal prefence, and of keeping out the unworthy.

All inferior officers were to be fubjecl to the control

of this faithful prudent minifter, and to receive their

orders from him. The treafury, with the hlver and
gold which were therein depofited ; the arfenal, with

all the military (tores which it contained ; the houfe-

hold, and all the ftores which belonged to it, were to

be under his direction, and entirely at his difpofal.

All thefe he was to open and fhut at pleafure, as he

apprehended neceffity or propriety required.-——In

allufion to what is here faid concerning Eliakim, our

bleffed Saviour told the apoftle Peter, after having made
the noble confeffion, that he was Chrifl, the Son of the

living God, c
I will give unto thee the keys of the

6 kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou fhalt bind
* on
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* on earth, fhall be bound in heaven ; and whatfoever
* thou (halt loofe on earth, (hall be loofed in heavenV
The meaning of this declaration feems to be, that, af-

ter his afcenfion into glory, he would give the apoftle

ability and commiflion to explain the gofpel, which
unfolds to view the celeflial kingdom of God, the

treafures of divine grace, and the glorious preroga-

tives belonging to thofe who are admitted into it.

Then he, with his fellow-apoftles, were to be endowed
with power from on high, to open the door of faith,

firfl: to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles ; to de-

clare to the church what is lawful and unlawful,

what is commanded, and what is forbidden. As
good Rewards of the manifold grace of God, let us

minifter the fame one to another. From the benefi-

cent Lord of all, every man hath received fome gift,

by which he may be enabled to advance the good of

others. To fome he hath given riches, to others au^

thority ; to fome learning, to others eloquence ; to

fome wifdom, and to others ftrength. Every man
hath received fome talent : no man is entrufted with

every talent. As in nature, where nothing is alto-

gether ufelefs, and nothing felf-fufficient, fo it is among
mankind. This confideraiion ought to preferve the

meaneft from difcontent, and the greateft from pride ;

and excite us to the diligent improvement of what we
have received. We are not proprietors ; we are only

ftewards, who ought, with prudence, fidelity, and di-

ligence, to employ all the talents with which we are

intrufted, for the good of the houfehold, and the ho-

nour of our Matter in heaven.

23 And I will faften him as a nail in a fure

place ; and he fhall be for a glorious throne to

his father's houle.

The {lability and glory that Eliakim was to acquire,

in the enjoyment of his elevated flation, are here fore-

* Matth. xvi. 19.

told.
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told. As it is difficult to obtain a pofl of emi-

nence, and to fuflain the labours and cares connected

with places of honour and trull, fo it is no lefs diffi-

cult to retain them with fidelity and reputation.

Shebna was informed, that Eliakim mould not only

fucceed him in the office of treafurer which he now
held, but that, after his preferment, he was not, like

his predeceifor, to fall into difgrace, but to be efla-

blifhed, in his high ftation, with equal firmnefs as a

nail that is driven intc folid timber, where it remains

immovable. Nails, you know, ferve for two pur*

pofes ; namely, to fallen together the feveral parts of

which pieces of complicated workmanfhip are com*
pofed, and to fupport the different articles of houfe-

hold-furniture that are hung upon them. In allu-

fion to thefe ufes to which nails are applied, great

ftatefmen are elegantly compared to them, becaufe

they unite and ftrengthen the various parts of which

the empire is conftituted, and give them firmnefs and
{lability. They are alfo the means and inftruments

of fupporting thofe in lower flations, who depend

upon them for aid and affiftance. This metaphor

was employed by Ezra the fcribe, in the humble con-

fefiion that he made before God, when recounting

the benefits which the Lord had conferred upon his

countrymen : ' And now (faid he) for a little fpace
* grace hath been mewed from the Lord our God, to

' leave us a remnant to efcape, and to give us a nail

* in his holy place * ;' u e. a fettled fixed refidence.

The expreffion here ufed concerning Eliakim, may
import, that God would fo eftablim him in the ho-

nourable office in which he was to be inverted, that

he mould have a fixed permanent poneffion of it, like

a nail that hath been driven into a fure place, from
which it cannot eafily be removed—that, in this high

ftation, he was to be the inflrument of uniting and

* Ezra ix. 8.

ftrength-
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ftrengthening the nation, and giving fupport to thofe

who depended upon him.

And he foall befor a glorious throne to his father's

houfe. Though a nail fattened in a fure place, was a

juft emblem of the {lability that Eliakim mould enjoy,

in the poft of honour to which he was to be promot-

ed, yet there being nothing grand or magnificent in

this fimilitude, a beautiful defcription is fubjoined,

of the diltinguifhed dignity, and extenfive utility, of

this faithful treafurer. The language is highly

figurative, and exceeding emphatical, intimating,

that, by his wife and upright adminiftration, he
ihould prove as great an honour and ornament to his

father's family, as a fplendid throne is to the prince

who is feated upon it. In confequence of his efta-

blifhment and fidelity in the important office formerly

held by Shebna, the friends and connections of Elia-

kim were to be raifed to refpe&able flations, and lu-

crative employments.- Behold, God exalteth by
his power ! by his invifible providence, he pulls down
one, and raifeth another up ; and eflablifheth him in

the fure poffeflion of the honour and influence to

which he is advanced. We often difcern not the

reafons of fuch elevation, nor perceive the ends which
are thereby to be accomplished. In fuch inftances,

let us adore the great Difpofer of all perfons and
events, who doth in the armies of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth, whatever pleafeth him.
And let thofe who are advanced to flations of diflin-

guifhed eminence remember, that it is their glory,

next to promoting the public good, to provide for

their connections and dependents, who need and de-

ferve their afiiitance.

24 And they fhall hang upon him all the

glory of his father's houfe, the offspring and
the iffue, all veffels of fmall quantity : from the

veffels of cups, even to all the veffels of flagons.

The
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The fubject introduced in the preceding verfe, is

here amplified and illuftrated. In allufion to the

metaphor ufed in the 23d verfe, the infpired writer

more fully explains the extenfive good efFeds which

were to refult from the predicted promotion. The
whole family of Hilkiah were to reap benefit from

Eliakim's preferment : on his power and influence

their hopes were to be fufpended ; and their fu-

ture advancement depended entirely on his elevation.

By an elegant figure, the meaning of which is eafy

to be underftood, it is declared, that he mould fuftaih

all the glory, opulence, and fplendor, of his father's

houfe. All his kinfmen and relations, who had been

occupied in the lower fpheres of life, were, through

the favour and influence of this worthy treafurer, to

be advanced to more refpeclable places and employ-

ments. The offspring and the iffue, may denote the

fons and daughters, the children and grandchildren,

of the family. All veffels offmall quantity-; thofe of

lerTer abilities, and meaner occupations. From the

vefels of cups, even to all the veffels offlagons. Perfons

of all capacities, whether great or fmall, were to be

employed in bufinefles highly beneficial to the (late,

and to themfelves. The words clearly enough im-

port, that Eliakim's being eftablifhed in the office of

treafurer, fhould be the means of raifing his father's

family, even from the greateft to the lead of them,

to a flourifhing profperous condition. This bene-

volent man viewed preferment and power in a proper

light, as only valuable on account of the opportuni-

ties which they afforded of doing good, and ferving

the interefts of fociety. What a fubftantial blefling

would he be, not only to his friends, but to the whole

kingdom of Judah! He would be a father to the

orphan : he would give bread to the hungry, raiment

to the naked, inftru&ion to the ignorant, and fupport

to the dellitute and infirm. Confcious integrity, ex-

tenfive ufefulnefs, and a uniform attachment to good-

nefs and righteoufnefs, would fill his mind with agree-

able
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able ferenity, when, after a long fuccefsful admini-

ftration, he would refign his office, with words fimilar

to thofe of the venerable prophet Samuel :
* Behold,

c here I am, witnefs againft me before the Lord, and
' before his anointed : whom have I defrauded ? or
' whom have I oppreffedV

25 In that day, faith the Lord of hofts,

fhall the nail that is fattened in the fure place,

be removed, and be cut down and fall ; and the

burden that was upon it fhall be cut off: for the

Lord hath fpoken it.

In thefe words, our prophet concludes the predic-

tion concerning Eliakim, and confirms the fentence

which he delivered concerning Shebna. In thai

day, wherein the above prophecy fhall be fulfilled

—

faith the Lord of hofts, who will accomplifh it in due
feafon

—

-floall the nail that is fajiened in a fure place :

Shebna, who hath long been firmly fixed in the

office of treafurer, fhall be removed from his confpi-

cuous ftation

—

and be cut down andfall fuddenly, like

a tree that is felled. And the burden that was upon

itfhall be cut off. The enormous weight of dependents,

who had been fupported by Shebna, were to be ex-

cluded from the places that they enjoyed, and the ho-

nours to which they had been advanced. The whole
faction, connected with that minifler, were to be de-

prived of the offices which they held, to make room
for the friends of Eliakim. —To give certainty and
usability to this prophecy, it concludes with thefe

folemn words, For the Lord hath fpoken it.

Though hiftory, fo far as I know, is filent as to the

remarkable event foretold in the verfes we have now
been conftdering, yet the circumftances mentioned
are exceeding natural, and fuited to the time in which
Hezekiah fat upon the throne of Judah, This pro-

* I Sam. xii. 3.

phecy,
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phecy, I fuppofe, was literally fulfilled, by the dif-

mifiion of Shebna from the office of treasurer, and

his expulfion from Judea into a foreign country,

where he clofed his life in ignominy and difgrace

;

and the promotion of Eliakim to that important

office, which he held at the time the king of Aflyria

fent his generals, with a great hod, againfl Jerusalem *
e

At that period, he enjoyed all that authority and dig-

nity affigned him by our prophet.

The fcheme of fcriptural prophecy extends through

all ages ; and is fo admirably contrived, as to adum-
brate future and more illuftrious events^ by preceding

and lefs important tranfaclions. This circumftance 5

which fhews the harmony and connection of the

whole plan, could only be fignified in a mode of lan-

guage that contracted and enlarged itfelf as the occa-

fion required. Such is the fingular property of the

fymbolic flyle ufed by the prophets, that, whilfl it

adapts itfelf to fubjects lefs confiderable, which it en-

nobles, it exhibits greater fubjects, which it doth not

disfigure. Methinks that I perceive fomewhat greater

and more fublime in this prophecy, than the events

by which it was literally accomplifhed, to which the

writers of the New Teftan\ent turn our attention. In

the Epiftle which our Lord Jefus Chrift dire&ed his

fervant John to write to the church of Philadelphia*

he affumes to himfelf the character attributed to Elia-

kim :
' He that hath the key of David, he that open-

4 eth, and no man fhutteth ; and fhutteth, and no
* man openeth f

.' In the parable he delivered concern-

ing the unjuft fleward, recorded in the fixteenth

chapter of Luke, what is written in the fecond verfe

hath fome refemblance to the threatening denounced

againfl Shebna. From thefe and other pafiages that

might be mentioned, Shebna may be confidered as

an emblem of the rulers and chief men of the Jewifh

nation, toward the conclufion of the former difpenfa-

* See 2 Kings xviii. 17, 1 8. f Rev. iii. 7.

tioru
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non, many of whom were impious and profane.

Like him, they difcovered intolerable pride and arro-

gance, they contemned the awful judgments with

which they were threatened, they promifed them-

felves continuance in profperity, and erected monu-
ments to perpetuate their memory. Notwithftanding,

they were violently removed from their high ftations,

they were diverted of their honour and authority, and

were driven from the land of judea to wander in fo-

reign countries, where they ignominiouily perifhed.

In the mean time, God was gracioufly pleafed to raife

up the true Eliakim, his righteous fervant, whom he

inverted with fupreme authority over the houfe of

David, his chofen people. Being folemnly coniecrated

to the very important charge of managing all the con-

cerns of his houfe, as a fon, he was faithful in all

things. He was clothed with the robe of righteouf-

nefs, and girded with the girdle of faithfulnefs ; and
into his hands all power in heaven and in earth was
committed, that he might be a father to his people,

and grant them fafety, profperity, and confolation.

On him were bellowed all the enfigns of univerfal

government. He opens to himfelf the hearts of the

children of men : he opens that door whereby, if any

man enter in, he fhall find reft to his foul. He hath

the key of the invifible world, opening where no man
can fhut, and fhutting where no man can open. He
is firmly eftablifhed in the government of the church

and kingdom of God. He is at once its ornament, its

glory, its builder, the foundation, and chief corner-

flone, that communicates beauty,honour,and ftrength,

to every individual of which it is compofed. He ex-

alts his friends to the highefl dignity; and on him
they all depend for the continuance of all the bleflings

they enjoy. Every prerogative, from the lead to the

greatert, flows from him to the church ; every tongue

confeffeth him ; all acceptable prayers are offered in

his name ; every duty is performed through his grace ;

and complete falvation is to be expected from the

Vol, II. O o merit
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merit of his obedience. What ample ground of de-

vout meditation is here fuggefted ! in which thefe few
hints may, through the divine blefling, afford you
fome afliftance. Almighty God, our heavenly Fa-

ther, who haft exalted Jefus Chrift to be Head over

all things to thy church, grant unto us, thy unworthy
fervants, thy holy Spirit, and enriching blefling, along

with thy good word, that it may bring forth in us

the fruits of holinefs and righteoufnefs, to thy honour
and glory, through our only Mediator, Jefus Chrift

our Lord. Amen.

PRELIMl
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE eighth difcourfe, comprehended in the fecond

part of Ifaiah's prophecies, on which we now
enter, unfolds the future fortunes of Tyre, a city

which, at the time thefe predictions were delivered,

was renowned for its ftrength, riches, and beauty.

The citizens, enjoying a very extenfive and lucrative

trade, were immerfed in luxury and diflipation, and
elated with the many important advantages which
they poflefled. Whilft our prophet was employed by
the holy Spirit, to announce the divine judgments
with which the nations, furrounding Judea, were to

be vifited, we cannot be furprifed to obferve, that he
did not omit the Tyrians. Looking forward by the

fpirit of prophecy, he beheld that proud and fportive

city befieged and vanquifhed by its enemies ; and the

report of the conqueft, having quickly reached the

colonies which they had planted, and the cities cons-

heeled with them by commerce, he exhorts them,
as if prefent, to mourn and lament. He clearly fore-

tels the heavy calamities with which the fupreme Go-
vernor of the univerfe would punifh them, by means
of the Chaldeans ; which fhould be fo mitigated, at

the elapfe of feventy years, that the place was to be
reftoredto its former power and grandeur, and the

kingdom of God to be there eftablifhed. This is the

fubjecl: of the following difcourfe, which is no lefs

beautifully difcufled than thofe that preceded it, and
feems to have been primarily addrefled to the Tyrians

themfelves. From feveral circumftances that are

here mentioned, it feems probable, that this prophecy
was delivered about the third year of Hezekiah's
reign, whilft Tyre was in a flouriihing condition.

Like thofe which we have already confidered, it is in-

tended to (hew, that the God of Ifrael is the almighty

Governor of the world, who perfectly knows all the

contingent events of futurity, fome of which he accu-

rately
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rately delineated by his fervants the prophets long be-

fore they came to pafs—to gain attention, and con-

ciliate refpecl to the minifters of the word of God ; and
to fhew, that our prophet, in particular, was divinely

infpired—and to demonftrate the righteoufnefs of Je-

hovah, in the difpenfations of his providence, to

which we ought carefully to attend. All the divine

decrees are the determinations of infinite wifdom and
equity ; and therefore the execution of them is, in

fcripture, fornetimes called judgment. The inha-

bitants of Tyre, by their pride and arrogance, their

luxury and wantonnefs, by their envy at the people

of God, the joy which they exprefied at the defola-

tion of Jerufalem, and their other crimes, brought

upon themfelves the calamities which are here fore-

told. By the promife of mercy, with which the pro-

phecy concludes, the myftery of the calling of the

Gentiles, to the participation of the privileges of the

gofpel, was in fome meafure unfolded. After the

infcription, the prophecy naturally divides itfelf into

two parts. The firft includes the judicial purpofe of

God concerning Tyre, the reafons on which it was
founded, and the inftruments by which it was to be

executed, ver. i.— 14. The fecond gives aflurance,

that the divine judgments were to be greatly mode-
rated ; that the defolation of Tyre was to be confined

within the fpace of feventy years, after which the

city was again to flourifh with its former fplendor,

and the citizens to be called to the fervice of the

living God, to whofe honour their riches were to be
confecrated, ver 15. to the end.

CHAP. XXIII.

THE burden of Tyre. Howl, ye fhips of

Tarfhifh ; for it is laid wafte, fo that there

is no houfe, no entering in : from the land of

Chittim it is revealed to them.
The
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The burden of Tyre : the oracle concerning Tyre,

which predicted the awful judgments that God pur-

pofed to inflict on that city, as the juft punifhment of

its tranfgreflions. Tyre, the fubjecl: of this pro-

phecy, was a city of great renown through the whole

world, and of no fmall celebrity among geographical

and hiftorical writers. It was remarkable for an-

tiquity : fome writers having been of opinion, that it

wa3 built by Tyrus, one of the fons of Japhet, foon

after the flood ; and others having aflerted, that its

foundations were laid by the Zidonians. Whoever
were the builders, it was certainly one of the moll:

ancient and mod celebrated cities of Phoenicia, be-

ing famous for its extenfive commerce, its wifdom,

riches, and beauty, and the numerous colonies which

were planted by its inhabitants. It was flrongly built,

and fortified upon an iiland, near feven hundred paces

diftant from the continent, about three or four hun-

dred years before the temple of Jerufalem. It was

furrounded by a ftrong wall, one hundred and fifty

feet high, which was warned by the fea ; and far fur-

paflfed, in grandeur, power, and opulence, the city

of the fame name, which flood at no great diftance

from it on the mainland. Its advantageous fituation,

and the induftry of the people, raifed it to the fove-

reignty of the feas ; and rendered it the centre of all

the trade carried on from the extreme parts of Ara-

bia, India, and Perfia, to the weftern coafts ; and

from Scythia, and the northern countries, to Egypt

and Ethiopia, toward the fouth. All nations contri-

buted toward the increafe of its riches, magnificence,

and power. It was governed by its own monarchs

:

and among its kings was Hiram, who loved David,

king of Ifrael ; and who furnifhed his fon Solomon
with cedars, for building the temple of Jerufalem.

Of this renowned city, this prophecy foretels the fu-

ture fortunes.

Howl, ye Jhips ofTarfnifn. This prophecy, as wTell

as the others delivered by our prophet, is admirably

difpofed ?
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difpofed, both with refpeft to its ftru&ure and lan-

guage. It opens with a mournful addrefs to the

Tyrian feamen, who traded to Tarfhifh, a port which

they much frequented, in the profecution of their

bufinefs. Different opinions have been formed by

interpreters, as to the place here intended by Tar-

fhifh. Some have fuppofed, that it was TartefTus, in

Spain, once a flourifhing city, much frequented by

the Phoenicians : others, that it was Carthage, an-

ciently a powerful city, upon the coaft of Barbary

;

and the Septuagint render Tarfhifh by Carthage,

Some have affirmed, that Tarfhifh, a city in Cilicia,

of which the apoflle Paul was a native, and whither

the prophet Jonah fled from the prefence of the

Lord, was the place which lfaiah had in his eye.

I pretend not to determine this controverfy, which,

to you, is of no great importance. The trading people*

and feamen, who were employed in navigating mips

to and from this port, wherever fituated, are called

to wailing and lamentation. For it is laid wajle9

fo that there is no houfe, no entering in. The city of

Tyre is fo completely defolated, that there is not a

houfe left remaining : it forms one huge heap of in*

acceflible ruins.

From the land of Chittim it is revealed to them*

Kittim, or Chittim, was the name of one of the fons

of Javan, among whom the illes of the Gentiles were

divided *
; and from him the country, here intended,

might have its name. In the fcriptures of the Old
Teftament, we read of the coaft, the ifles, the fhips,

and, in the words before us, the land of Chittim.

Some have imagined, that Italy and Greece, and

others, that Cyprus, Crete, and Sicily, were the ifles

of Chittim ; whilft fome writers have fuppofed, that

Macedonia was the land which is here fpoken of.

Amidft the diverfny of fentiments entertained with

lefpecl to the land of Chittim, it is fufficient at pre-

* Gen. x. 4, 5.

fent
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fent to fay, that from this country, wherever it lay,

the report of the deftru&ion of Tyre was to be com-
municated by the Tyrian feamen, and from thence to

be fpread over the weflern world. How unliable

and fluctuating are all earthly things ! The greateft:

and the ftrongeft cities do not continue for ever, but

foon decay and perifh. They gradually rife to im-

portance and magnificence, and, after a while, fink

into obfcurity, or are fuddenly deftroyed. Jerufalem,

Babylon, Niniveh, and Tyre, with many other power-
ful fortified cities, after they had arrived at the fum-
mit of grandeur, were ere long overthrown, and
buried in ruins. Learn then not to truft in human
defence, or in the greate.fl worldly prerogatives ; but

endeavour to become citizens of the heavenly and
better country of the Jerufalem that is above, and
fubjects of the kingdom of God, that cannot be
moved.

2 Be ftill, ye inhabitants of the ifle, tfcou

whom the merchants of Zidon, that pafs over

the fea, have replenifhed.

The prophet next calls upon thofe who inhabited

the fea-coafts, and the iflands of the Mediterranean

Sea, to maintain a profound refpectful filence on the

melancholy occafion. We may confider him as ad-

drefTmg the people, who dwelt in the Leffer Afia, Pe-

loponnefus, Epirus, Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete ; and
thofe who lived in the countries and cities of Africa,

which lay oppofite to them, with whom the Tyrians

carried on an extenfive commerce. To them he
faith, BeJIM, or be filent, as the Hebrew word is

tranllated in the margin of fome Bibles. This ex-

preflion fuppofes fome previous great commotion, arif-

ingfrom difappointments^offes, and troubles, whereby
their minds, like the fea in a tempeft, had been vio-

lently agitated; that uneafy thoughts, and painful

fenfations, had difturbed, and rendered them unfit

for
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for action and enjoyment. In this perplexed condi-

tion, how fuitable the direction-, Be ftill ! lay re-

ftraints upon your angry and impetuous paffions, and.

endeavour to preferve a tranquil compofed temper of

mind, free from impatience and refentment. There
is a time to keep filence ; and this is the proper feafon

for you to be ftill. In filent admiration, behold the

wonderful work of God, and thofe terrible things in

righteoufnefs that he hath done, which juftly claim

your attention. In this manner, difcover your grief

and confirmation at the direful event of which you
are informed ; and exprefs your reverence, awe, and
refpect, of that almighty power that hath accomplifh-

ed this aftonifhing defolation. Such conduct, on this

emergency, is highly becoming -

r and will mew your

prudence and discretion, and a dutiful fubmhTion to

the fovereign will of Jehovah. This falutary ad-

vice I addrefs to you, my friends, Be ftill : ftudy to

maintain a calm ferene temper of mind, amidft all the

lolfe and diftreffes that you may fuftaim In every

condition, however adverfe, try to fay with Eli, 4
It

c
is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good.*

Confide in the wifdom, goodnefs, power, and faith-

fulnefs of God : rely on the mediation of the Lord
Jefus Chrift, and the grace of the holy Spirit.

Thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pafs over the

fca, have replenijhed. Zidon was a very ancient and
famous city in Phoenicia, fituated on the confines of

the land of Canaan, toward the northrweft. It flood

about five or fix miles diftant from Tyre ; and pro-

bably had its name from Zidon, the firft-born fon of

Canaan *. It was a great city, probably more ancient

than Tyre ; and affigned to the tribe of Afher, as part

of their inheritance, though its inhabitants were never

expelled by the Afhuritesf. It was a royal city, over

which Ethbaal was king, who was the father of that

wicked woman Jezebel ; concerning whom it is writ-

* Gen. x. 15. 19. f Judges i. 31,

ten*
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ten, that (he ftirred up her hufband Ahab, kingjof

Ifrael, to fell himfelf to work wkkednefs in the fight

of the Lord *, The inhabitants were idolaters, for

we read, that Afhtoreth was the goddefs of the Zido-

nians f.-1 The merchants of this city carried on an

extenfive commerce, by which they greatly enriched

themfelves, and the inhabitants of other iflands and
fea-ports, furnifhing them with various commodities,

whereby their trade and opulence were much in-

creafed. They replenifhed the harbours, the fhops,

the warehoufes of Tyre, with all kinds of merchan-

dise. By means of commerce, the merchants of one

city not only enrich themfelves, but likewife thofe

with whom they are connected in other places.

Towns, or cities, like Zidon, built upon the fea-coaft,

or large navigable rivers, commodious for trade and

{hipping, often flourifh, and become wealthy.-- Let

us learn, from the children of this world, who are

wife in their generation, how we may become rich

toward God, in faith, and in good works. So far as

we can confidently, let us choofe our habitations near

the waters of the fancfcuary, that we may carry on a

pleafing profitable intercourfe with the heavenly and

better country, the city of the living God.

3 And by great waters the feed of Sihor, the

harveft of the river is her revenue, and flie is a

mart of nations.

A farther description feems to be given, in thefe

words, of the merchants of Zidon. Sihor was the

name of a town, which flood near the mouth of the

river of that name, which was fometimes called the

brook of Egypt, and formed upon that quarter the

boundary of the land of Ifrael j. Some commenta-
tors, with whom the Bifhop of London agrees^ are of

* 1 Kings xxi. 25. f 1 Kings xi. 5. i Jofhua xiii. 3.

Yol. II, P p opinion^
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opinion, that the river Nile is here called Sihor, as in

1 Chron. xiii, 5. and Jer. ii. 18. ; and that this name
was given it on account of the blacknefs of its waters,

charged with the mud which it brings down with it

from Ethiopia. On this fuppofition, by the feed of

Sihor, and the harveft of the river, may be meant,

the corns and the flax which grew in the land of

Egypt, rendered fertile by the overflowing of the

Nile. The wheat produced in that rich country, the

flax which was fpun into fine yarn, and made into

linen, were ftaple articles in the trade of the Zidoni-

ans and Tyrians, by importing of which, and convey-

ing them to other maritime cities, the trading people

derived a great revenue, and much wealth. -And

Jhe is a mart of nations. Mart is a contraction of the

Englifh word market, where, you know, all manner
of goods are expofed to fale, and to which great num-
bers of people refort from all quarters, to buy and to

fell, and to meet with their friends. Zidon, in which
Tyre may be comprehended, was a mart of nations,

to which the trading people of all the furrounding

kingdoms repaired, that they might difpofe of the dif-

ferent kinds of wares which they wifhed to part with,

and that they might purchafe the various articles which
they needed. Would you fee this defcription beauti-

fully illuftrated ? read the twenty-feventh chapter of

Ezekiel, from the 8th verfe, where you will find, that

Tyre was fupplied, by the neighbouring nations, with
all the mod valuable articles of commerce. By means
of this extenfive trade, the Tyrian merchants acquired

prodigious opulence, in confequence of which, they

became proud and haughty : they attributed their af-

fluence to their own wifdom, induftry, and con-

nections ; and thus, by excluding God from their

thoughts, they expofed themfelves to his righteous

judgments. Let us then beware of this criminal

and dangerous conduct, which brought them to defo-

lation. Sacrifice not unto your net, nor burn incenfe

unta
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unto your drag : becaufe by them your portion is fat,

and your meat plenteous *.

4 Be thou afhamed, O Zidon ; for the fea

hath fpoken, even the ftrength of the fea, fay-

ing, I travail not, nor bring forth children, nei-

ther do I nourifh up young men, nor bring up
virgins.

Our prophet, turning to the Zidonians, directs

them in what manner they ought to be affected on
this mournful occafion.——Be afhamed of the difho-

nourable and unlawful fleps that you have taken to

acquire riches, of the wicked and pernicious ways by
which you have increafed your wealth. Be con-

founded at the recollection of your covetoufnefs and
opprefTipn, your fraud and deceit, your lying and
falsehood, your injuftice and iniquitous practices, ye
who, like Balaam, have loved the wages of unrigh-

teoufnefs. Remember your evil ways, and loathe

yourfelves in your own fight, for all the iniquities

that you have committed. Be afhamed of your foolifh

expectations from Tyre, which are now wholly fruf-

trated, and the difappointment which you feel, in con-

fequence of your hopes from that quarter being en-

tirely cut off. In vain fhall you look for opportuni-

ties of renewing your former commerce with that

once flourifhing city, and of receiving returns for the

merchandife that you conveyed thither. All your
fchemes of aggrandizement, by means of your con-

nection with Tyre, are difconcerted, fo that you can-

not fail to experience the moft uneafy fenfations, on
account of your difappointments and loffes. For thefe

and fimilar reafons, we fuppofe that the men of Zidon
were called upon to be afhamed. Trading people,

in mercantile cities, often bring home foreign vices

with the riches which they import, infomuch that it

* Hab. i. 16.

hath
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hath been queftioned, whether the former are not

more hurtful than the latter are ufeful. If fo, there

is juft caufe for fhame indeed. The grounds on
which this advice was founded, are fubjoined in the

following words

:

For the Jea hathfpoken, even theftrength of the fea,

faying, &c. Zidon being a more ancient city than

Tyre, might be confidered as her mother, by whom
fhe had been nourifhed and cherifhed from her be-

ginning. The Zidonians had planted many colonies

in various parts of the world : among them all, Tyre
was juftly the moft celebrated, and rnoft opulent

;

and, being intimately connected with the parent-city,

fhe might be viewed as part of herfelf. Tyre having

been overthrown, which is here called the fea, as it

flood in the fea—and the ftrength of the fea, becaufe

the Tyrians claimed the empire of the ocean, Zidon was
left to deplore, with tears and lamentations, the def-
lation of her neighbours, and her own folitude. She
is reprefented pouring out bitter complaints, that fhe

did not, as formerly, bring forth and train up a nu*

merouS offspring. After being deprived of her mod
celebrated and fruitful daughter, who was her chief

ornament, glory, and fupport, fhe mourns over her

folitude, and the prodigious change that had hap-

pened to her. / travail not, nor bring forth chil-

dren, &c. In prophetic language, the inhabitants

and dependents of a city are called her children, as

in chap. lxvi. 8. where our prophet faith of Zion,

that c fhe travailed and brought forth children ;' U e*

her citizens were multiplied. In this fenfe the ex-

preffion muft be underftood here. The people of

Tyre, having been afflicted by famine and war, were
not to increafe as they had done in times pad : their

young men and virgins were to be greatly diminifhed.

This affecting circumftance afforded jult ground of

fhame to Zidon, who had boafted of the riches, the

trade, and ftrength of Tyre, with which fhe was inti-

mately connected. Truii ye not in a friend, nor

put



Ver. 5. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 301

put confidence in a brother. Truft him, fo as not to

fufpect his fidelity : but truft him not fo, as to rely

upon him with unbounded confidence ; for then (hall

he prove a broken reed, that will rather wound than

fupport you.

5 As at the report concerning Egypt, fo fhall

they be forely pained at the report of Tyre.

The Zidonians Were to be as much afflicted at the

deftru&ion of Tyre as they had been by the devafta-

tion of Egypt. Being defcended from Ham, the

father of the Egyptians, they confidered themfelves

as nearly connected with that people. This con-

nection was greatly ftrengthened by frequent com-
merce, carried on between them to their mutual
advantage. Zidon was fupplied with fofne necetTary

and ufeful articles from Egypt, and Egypt was en-

riched by her trade with Zidon. When, therefore,

the Zidonians heard the report of the terrible judg-

ments which God had inflicted upon that people, and
of their overthrow in the Red Sea, they were greatly

diftrefTed ; and, in after-times, when they were in-

formed of the conqueft of that country by Nebuchad-
nezzar, they were deeply afflicted. The uneafinefs

felt by the Zidonians, at the defolation of Tyre, was
to be like that which they experienced on one or

other of thefe occafions. Their vicinity to Tyre, the

riches, the trade, the fupport which they derived from
that city, would unite in aggravating their diftrefs, on
account of its defolation.- The awful calamities

which the Almighty fends upon great cities and em-
pires (hike terror into their neighbours. The report

of divine judgments ftartles and troubles thofe who
hear of them, and fills with confternation thofe of
limilar character, and in like circumftances. ' The
* fword (faith God, by the prophet Ezekiel) mall
* come upon Egypt (maik what follows), and great

* pain
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< pain fhall be in Ethiopia *. On receiving this infor-

mation, the Ethiopians were to be alarmed, and feized

with dread and uneafinefs. The overthrow of the

Egyptians in the Red Sea caufed the nations to fear f.

The fiaughter of Sihon, king of Hefhbon, and Og,
king of Bafhan, with their people, by Jofhua and the

Ifraelites, made Balak, and the Moabites, fore afraid.

In like manner, the deftru&ion of Tyre was to affright

the inhabitants of the illands, and to give pain to the

Zidonians*

6 Pafs ye over to Tarfhifh, howl, ye inhabi-

tants of the ifle.

Our prophet now turns to the remaining inhabi-

tants of Tyre, or of the ifle, and calls upon them to

change their place of refidence, and to remove to

Tarfhifh, that they might there bewail the fate of their

city, and the lofs they fuftained of all their worldly

good things. Viewing the fad reverfe of their for-

mer profperous condition, which they had long en-

joyed, and the deplorable circumftances to which they

were now reduced, they are directed to exprefs the

pungent forrow which they felt in the ftrongefl and
molt affecting manner.

7 Is this your joyous city, whofe antiquity is

of ancient days ? her own feet fhall carry her

afar off to fojourn.

The people of Tyre are here reminded of the pecu-

liar advantages which their city formerly pofTefled.

—

Is this your joyous city, every where celebrated on ac-

count of its mirth and feftivity, in which you enjoyed

the greatefl affluence, luxury, and fecurity, with all

the good things of a prefent life, wherein ye greatly

rejoiced ? Whofe antiquity is of ancient days. The

* Ezek. xxx. 4. f Exod. xv. 14.

Tyrians
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Tyrians boafted much of the antiquity of their city,

which was indeed very ancient : for in the days of

Jofhua, it was a ftrong city ; and in the reign of So-

lomon, Hiram, king of Tyre, feems to have been a

rich and powerful monarch. Her oivn feet jhall

carry her afar off to fojoarn. The city being laid wafte

by its enemies, the remaining inhabitants were obliged

to refort to diftant regions, in order to obtain fome
commodious place of refidence. The import of what
is here faid is fhortly this, Ye men of Tyre, who
boafl: of your mirth and jollity, who glory in the an-

tiquity of your city, and the numerous flourifliing co-

lonies you have planted in different parts of the

world, learn, from the defolation of your city, the va-

nity of your pride and glory, and the inftability of

the molt powerful cities and ftates who are not under
the protection of the Almighty. Though ye are a

wife an r1
n

\ people, inhabiting a well-fortified,

and to human view, an impregnable city, there is no
cp v.* or might againft the Lord, who hath pur-

poied to (tain the pride of all human glory. By
Strength fhall no man prevail. Wife counfels, ftrong

fortrefles, rich treafures, and powerful armies, God
will bring to nothing, that no flefh may glory in his

prefence.

8 Who hath taken this counfel againft Tyre,

the crowning city, whofe merchants are princes,

whofe traffickers are the honourable of the

earth ?

Our prophet next proceeds to fpecify the principal

caufes which contributed toward the defolation of
Tyre. The bleffed God, the Governor among the
nations, the King of kings, the righteous Judge of all

the earth, was the fupreme and principal caufe from
which this event proceeded : according to his wife

counfel, the city of Tyre was deftined to deftruction.

^0 place this matter in the mofl itriking light, a

band
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band of men is introduced, ftruck with aftonifhment

at the very furprifing fate of this renowned city, in-

quiring as to the author, and reafons of this calami-

ty.- Who hath taken this counfel againji Tyre ? this

flrongly fortified city, founded upon a rock, and fur-

rounded by the fea. Who could form the bold de-

fign of executing fuch a daring arduous enterprise,

as deflroying this ancient commercial city, poffefTmg

immenfe wealth, and fitting as a queen among the

nations ? It is a work of fuch vaft magnitude, that he
mud be a mighty one indeed, who is equal to the

execution of this grand project. The crowning

city, which had been accuftomed to nominate thofe,

who mould govern other cities and countries, and
whofe mandates had been obeyed : the crowning
city, renowned for its royalty, authority, beauty, and
glory, whofe inhabitants were diftinguifhed above
thofe in other cities, by their wealth, magnificence,

and ornaments.--

—

Whofe merchant^ are princes, &c.
The opulence and power of the trading people ia

Tyre entitled them to this high character. They*
vied with princes in pomp and fplendor, and in the

refpect which they claimed ; and equalled them in ex-

tenfive influence. Read the beautiful defcription,

given by the prophet Ezekiel, of the Tyrian mer-
chants, in the twenty-feventh chapter of his, prophecy,

and you may be fatisfied of the propriety of what is

faid concerning them by Ifaiah. They are defcribed,

importing the mod valuable and coftly articles fron*

neighbouring cities and diftant kingdoms, which the

moft fplendid elegance, the mod expenfive and re-

fined luxury, could demand. What words could more
ftrongly fet forth the grandeur and affluence of the

Tyrian merchants than thefe which are written,

Ezek. xxviii. 15.?
c Thou waft perfect in thy ways

' from the day thou waft created, till iniquity was
* found in thee.' The men ofTyre were not perfect in

a moral, but in a political or mercantile fenfe : their

military, naval, and commercial interefts flourimed

from.
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from the early period wherein the city aflumed im-

portance and royalty, until the wickednefs of her

princes, the pride, the injuftice, and other crimes of

her merchants, confumed their profperity, and brought

upon them that defolation, as to the author of which,

inquiry is here made. The fins of Tyre provoked

the Mod High to take counfel againft it.
s Shall he

* profper, fhiall he efcape, that doth fuch things # V
No : he (hall neither profper nor efcape. Jotham, king

of Judah, profpered greatly, c becaufe he prepared his
4 ways before the Lord his God fJ Becaufe he
would not commit iniquity, but diligently attended to

his temper and conduct, he grew mighty, and reigned

over a flourifhing kingdom ; whereas after his fon

Ahaz, who did wickedly, afcended the throne, Israel-

ites, Syrians, Edomites, and AfTyrians, laid wade the

nation. Righteoufnefs exalteth a city or kingdom,
but fin is the reproach and ruin of a people.

9 The Lord of hofts hath purpofed it, to

ftain the pride of all glory, and to bring into

contempt all the honourable of the earth.

Thefe words contain the fhort reply of our prophet

to the inquiry made in the preceding verfe, in which
he (hews, that the arduous enterprife of defolating

Tyre did not exceed his power who formed the de-

fign. The Perfon who had determined to over-

throw that great city, is the only living and true

God, the Lord of nature, the Ruler of heaven and
earth, the Lord of hofts ; the everlafting God, who,
in mercy, revealed himfelf to Abraham and his pofte-

rity, and who fpake by our prophet, declaring things

to come. If you hefitate as to the rectitude and equity

of his counfel, refpe&ing the deftination of Tyre, our

prophet teacheth, that what was highly admired in

that city moved God to purpofe its deftru&ion. The

* Ezek. xviir 15. f 2 Chron. xxvii. 6.

Vol. II. C^q profperity
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profperity which the Tyrian merchants had for a long

time enjoyed, puffed them up with pride, and gave
rife to criminal indulgence in luxury, fenfual plea-

fures, and vain pomp. They foolifhly attributed to

their own induftry and good fortune, the benefits

which they ought to have afcribed to God ; and thus

deprived him of the glory due to his name. Such
conduct is exceedingly offenfive to God ; and though,

with much long-fuffering, he often bears with it, he
feldom fails to punifh it feverely. He abafeth thofe

that exalt themfelves ; and, in the mofl convincing

manner, demonftrates the truth delivered by Jefus

Chrifr, who hath faid,
i That which is highly efteem

:
* ed among men, is abomination in the fight of God.'

Tojlain the pride of all glory. Befide other impor-
tant reafons, which it was unneceffary to mention,
thefe words fuggefl one defign that God had in view
to accomplifh, by his determination refpecting Tyre.

It feems chiefly intended to check the furprife of thofe

who were aftonifhed at the fate of that city, and did

not perceive the propriety and equity of the divine

procedure in this inftance. To obviate any difficulty

that might occur as to this matter, the prophet de-

clares, that the mofl high God was greatly difpleafed

with the Tyrians, on account of their voluptuoufnefs

and pride, difplayed in their temples, in their houfes,

in their drefs, entertainments, and manners. To
ftain this pride of human glory, and to bring into con-

tempt all the honourable of the earth, God purpofed to

reverfe their profperous condition, and to reduce them
to a very humiliating ftate. Hardly any thing appears

more dreadful to the honourable of the earth than
contempt : they are more afraid of being defpifed

than of meeting any other fort of treatment. In or-

der to humble and abafe thofe who had walked in

pride, and to fhew to the world the contempt that

they who refufe to honour God may expect, though
for a feafon they may be refpe&ed among men, the

flrong city Tyre was deuioliflied, and its haughty in-

habitants
*
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habitants were expofed to fcorn and derifion. Of
all fins, pride is one of the mod odious to God. He
oppofeth and punifheth every fin ; but he acts in open
hoftility againft the proud. A philofopher being
afked, how God was employed, gave for anfwer, " In
* c exalting the humble, and abafing the proud." The
reply was good, and agreeable to fcripture ; where it

is written, c A man's pride (hall bring him low ; but
* honour fhall uphold the humble in fpirit V This
remark is often verified in the courfe of divine provi-

dence, of which Pharaoh, Haman, Nebuchadnezzar,
Herod, with many others, are inftru&ive inflances.

So deteftable is pride in the fight of God, that he hath
often punifhed it in his peculiar people. The pride

and vanity which David difcovered in numbering the

Ifraelites, was punifhed with the lofs of feventy thou-

fand of his fubjects. When Hezekiah's heart was
lifted up, it is written, *• There was wrath upon him,
4 and upon Judah and Jerufalem f/ Other fins,

which are accompanied with greater turpitude and
difgrace, are more hateful to men ; whereas pride, by
alarming the appearance of importance and dignity,

doth not feem lb odious. Other fins are violations

of the law of God ; this acleth in direct oppofition to

his very existence and fovereignty : it not only de-

fpifeth his commandment, but it arraigneth the dif-

penfations of his providence and grace, and proves

the fruitful fource of all other tranfgreiTions. No
wonder then that God mould have ftained the pride

of all glory, and brought into contempt all the ho-

nourable of the earth, by the overthrow of Tyre. I

conclude this article in the words of the prophet Je-
remiah :

c Hear ye, and give ear, be not proud : for
' the Lord hath fpoken, Give glory to the Lord
' your God.—But if ye will not hear, my foul fhall

* weep in fecret places for your pride
J.'

* Prov. xxix. 23. f 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. i Jer. xiii. 15, 16, 1 7.

10 Pafs
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i o Pafs through thy land as a river, O daugh-

ter of Tarfhifh : there is no more ftrength.

The prophet having affirmed, that the Lord of

hofls was the fupreme Author of the calamities where-

with Tyre was to be vifited, and fhewn the defign

which he had thereby in view to accomplish, he ad-

drefles the inhabitants of Tyre under the name of the

daughter of Tarfhifh.- To them, he faith, Pafs

through thy land, in a large body, with great rapidi-

ty, like a river, whofe waters run toward the fea with

confiderable velocity. In lil^e manner, do you,Tyrians s

hafte away to a place of fafety from approaching ca-

lamities. Tyre might be called the daughter of

Tarfhifh, becaufe of the clofe conne&ipn and conftant

intercourfe that fubfifled between them, and becaufe

Tyre had derived much trade and opulence from

Tarfhifh. There is no moreftrength, to oppofe the

aflaults of a powerful foe : your officers and fohdiers^

your fhips and fortifications, (hall prove wholly inef-

fectual to withfland the hoflile defigns of your ene-

mies. How great the companions of God, who,

by his fervants, calls upon men to efcape the calami-

ties to which, by fin, they have expofed thcmfelves,

and to flee from the wrath to come !

e
- Gather your-

' felves (faid he, to the people of Judah and Benja-
' min), to flee out of the midfl of Jerufalem ; for

* evil appeareth out of the north, and great deftruc-

* tion*:' and his warning voice now cries to you,

my friends, Efcape for your life, left you be con-

fumed by his juft difpleafure f

.

1 1 He ftretched out his hand over the fea, he

fhook the kingdoms : the Lorj) hath given a

commandment againft the merchant-aVj', to de-

ftroy the ftrong holds thereof.

* Jer. vi. i. f Gen. xix. 17.

In
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In this and the verfe which immediately follows*

the great work of divine providence, in the govern-

ment of human affairs, is elegantly defcribed. The
movements of the nations are exceedingly diverfified,

infomuch that, at firft view, they feem to be involved

in inexplicable confufion. The natural caufes which
unite in acting upon them, are oft-times extremely

difficult to be inveftigated ; and more frequently to

be fought for in the turbulent pailions, than in the

found reafon of mankind. To the enlightened mind,
that contemplates God fitting at the helm, managing
all the public and private affairs in the world, there

appears a certain order in all the changes and revolu-

tions that take place among the inhabitants of this

earth, not unlike the regular fucceflion of the waves
of the fea. This do&rine, which is often inculcated

by our prophet, he would have us to obferve exem-
plified in the deftru&ion of Tyre ; and of that fur-

prifing event, he fhews that the God of Ifrael was the

principal caufe.- The Lord of holts, mentioned in

the 9th verfe, is the Perfon of whom it is here faid*

liefiretched out his handover the fea , hefoook the king-

doms. How fublime, how awful, are thefe words,
correfponding to many fimilar paffages of fcripture,

which convey the molt elevated apprehenfions of the

divine majefty and grandeur ! The fea, of which our
prophet fpeaks, may denote, not only the city of Tyre,
but the other neighbouring cities and ftates, which
were fituated on the fea-coaft. Over thefe, Jehovah
flretched out his hand, to execute upon them righ-

teous vengeance, on account of their many atrocious

crimes. He fhook the kingdoms, which lay in that

part of the world, to their very foundations; and
overthrew them, firft by Nebuchadnezzar, and after-

ward by Alexander.

The Lord hath given commandment againjl the mer-

chant-city, to dejiroy the Jirong holds thereof. Thefe
words exprefs the purpofe of almighty God refpect-

\ng the deftru&ion of Tyre, which is emphatically

called,
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called, the merchant or trading city, on account of

its extenfive commerce and great opulence. By di-

vine appointment, its ftrong holds and fortifications,

with every thing that contributed to its ftrength and
fafety, were entirely deftroyed.r No human de-

fence, however powerful, can protect from the judg-

ments of heaven. Tyre was juftly celebrated for its

immenfe riches : it was one of the bell fortified cities

in the world, being furrounded with the fea, and

with very high walls ; and its inhabitants were re-

nowned for wifdom and ftrength. None of thefe ad-

vantages could prevent the defolation of its ftrong

holds : its walls and fhips, its treafures and foldiers,

could not impede the execution of the divine com-
mandment. What terrible things in righteoufnefs,

O Lord, haft thou done, which people looked not

for!

12 And he faid, Thou fhalt no more rejoice,

O thou opprefTed virgin, daughter of Zidon s

arife, pafs over to Chittim, there alio fhalt thou

have no reft.

The fubjecl: introduced in the foregoing verfe is

here explained and illuftrated. The judgment of

God againft Tyre is fignificantly exprefled. The
Perfon of whom the prophet fpeaks, was the Lord

God of Ifrael, from whom proceeded the deftruction

of that famous city. The fentence he pronounced

was this, Thoujhalt no more rejoice. The words muft be

underftood with fome reftriclion, to render them con-

fident with what is faid in verfes 1 5th and 1 6th ; where

it is foretold, that Tyre, after her reftoration, fhall

fing as an harlot, make fweet melody, and fing many
fongs. They import, that the Tyrians mould not,

for a long period of time, rejoice in circumftances

fimilar to their former ftate of fplendor and affluence,

and on the fame accounts that, in times paft, they

had exprefled much joy and gladnefs,—

—

thou op~

fretfed
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frejfed virgin, who haft been renowned for thy beauty,

and the unfullied excellence of thy charms ; deprived

of thy comelinefs, liberty, and riches, thou malt be
reduced to a ftate of difgrace and fubjection.

Daughter of Zido?i. This name might be given to

Tyre, becaufe of the clofe connection, and perpetual

intercourfe, that fubfifted between thefe two cities

;

the Hebrews ufing the words fon and daughter, to

exprefs any fort of conjunction or dependence what-

ever. Arife, pafs over to Chittinu The fentence

is concife, and rather abrupt, as would be the flight

to wh'ch it directs. The people of Tyre, threatened

with impending danger, are required to flee from
their native city, and to feek for fafety in foreign

countries, in Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, and the other

Hates with whom they had been accuftomed to

trade. There alfo jhalt thou have no reft. By
efcaping the hands of your enemies, you fhall not

find a fecure and comfortable retreat in thofe places

whither you may refort : difappointment, uneafinefs,

and vexation, fhall attend you wherever you go.

13 Behold, the land of the Chaldeans; this

people was not //'// the Aflyrian founded it for

them that dwell in the wildernefs : they fet up
the towers thereof, they raifed up the palaces

thereof, and he brought it to ruin.

In this verfe, our prophet calls attention to the in-

ftruments which the God of Ifrael was to employ, in

executing his commands relating to Tyre. It might
have been expected, that the Aflyrians, whofe em-
pire was at this time in a very flourifhing condition,

and to whom the Chaldeans were then fubject, fhould

have been the people whom God would employ in

this fervice. But Ifaiah, by the fpirit of prophecy,
forefaw the approaching fall of the Aflyrian empire,

and that out of its ruins was to arife the kingdom of

Chaldea, by whom the Almighty would inflict his

threatened
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threatened judgments upon this celebrated city. With
this object fully in his view, he exclaims, Behold, the

land of the Chaldeans, &c. who are fuppofed, faith the

learned Dr. Lowth, to have had their origin, and to

have taken their name, from Chefed, the fon of

Nahor, the brother of Abraham. They were known
by that name in the time of Mofes, who fpeaks of

Ur in Mefopotamia, to diftinguifh it from Ur of the

Chaldeans ; and the Prophet Jeremiah calls them,

an ancient nation.——This character is not incon-

fiflent with what is here faid concerning them : This

people was not till the Ajfyrian founded it for them that

dwell in the wildernefs. Until the period here men-
tioned, the people of Chaldea were not a people of

any account: they were not reckoned among the

great and potent nations of the earth. They were a

rude and barbarous people, deftitute of fettled habi-

tations, without laws, without government, wander-

ing in a wide defert country, addicted to rapine, like

the wild Arabians. Such ieems to have been their

condition in the days of Job ; and fuch probably they

continued to be, till fome powerful king of AfTyria

collected them together, from their difperfions in the

wildernefs, and fixed their refidence in Babylon, and

the neighbouring country.

Theyfet up the towers thereof they raifed up the pa*

laces thereof, and he brought it to ruin. The Affyrians,

after having gathered together the Chaldeans, erected

the towers whereby Babylon was fortified, and the

magnificent palaces with which it was adorned. Some
obfcurity arifes in this verfe, from the ambiguity of

the agents, and the change of the number in the

verbs. The people mentioned in the middle claufe,

beautified and flrengthened the kingdom of the Chal-

deans ; and almighty God, the fupreme Author of

the deftruction of Tyre, brought it to ruin by means
of the Chaldees, who were the inftruments employed

by him to execute this arduous enterprife. When
God
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God will work, who fhall let it? The citizens of

Tyre, though deemed an impregnable city, were flain -

y

her walls and towers were thrown to the ground, her

ftones and timber were call into the fea, and her

riches became a prey to her enemies. After fuftain-

ing a fiege of thirteen years, the city was taken, and
levelled with the rock ; and thus the Lord brought it

to ruin, according to this prediction. Let us con-

template this inftance of God's righteous judgment,

as giving us an inftructive admonition to beware of

thofe fins which brought Tyre to defolation. Let us

improve it to ftrengthen our faith in divine predic-

tions, however improbable their accomplimment may
feem ; and confider it as a powerful motive to induce

us to return to God from our evil wrays, in the exer-

cife of true repentance.

14 Howl, ye fhips of Tarfhifh. : for your

ftrength is laid wafte.

Having pointed out the inftruments which were to

be employed in the deftruction of Tyre, our prophet

concludes this part of his fubjecl, by calling upon the

fea-faring people, who were employed in navigating

trading-verTels to and from that city, to bewail its de-

folation. He began this prophecy with a fimilar in-

vitation, which, at the fixth verfe, he again addrelfed

to the merchants and other inhabitants ; and now he
repeats it to the feamen, who were employed by them*

The calamity which he had now foretold, called for

the moil intenfe lbrrow, and bitter lamentation, from
thofe who were intimately connected with Tyre, who,
being unacquainted with communion with God, and
deftitute of the true riches, placed their chief happi-

nefs in the porTeffion of the ejood things of this pre-

fent life. To them, therefore, he faith, Howl -

7
for

your ftrength is laid wafte.

Vol. II. Rr 15 And
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15 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that

Tyre fhall be forgotten feventy years, according

to the days of one king : after the end of feventy

years fhall Tyre fing as an harlot.

The other part of this prophecy here commences,
which foretels, that the judgments to be inflicted upon
Tyre were to be moderated and limited within a cer-

tain period of time. Perfons, or objects, are, in

fcripture, as in common language, faid to be forgot-

ten, when they are neglected, or overlooked, either

by God or men. God is faid to have been mindful,

or forgetful, of a perfon or people, when he commu-
nicates to them, or deprives them of the diflinguifh-

ing benefits of his providence. On this account Zion
complained, ' The Lord hath forfaken me, and my
* Lord hath forgotten me*/ In like manner, when
men neglect to attend to any affair about which they

were formerly concerned, they are faid to forget it.

In this fenfe, Judah is charged with having forgotten

the wickednefs of their father f ; and fuch feems to

be the import of the expreflion here ufed with refpect

to Tyre. She was to be totally neglected by com-
mercial people, who were not, as formerly, to bring

thither thofe valuable articles of merchandife whereby
fhe had been enriched and adorned. Aftonifhed at

the defoiation of the mart of nations, they would fhun

approaching the place where the city flood : they

would only behold it afar off, and turn to another

fhore. In this forgotten condition, Tyre was not to

be celebrated as before, on account of its riches and
beauty ; nor were the inhabitants to rejoice in the be-

nefits of divine providence they had long enjoyed,

but to continue in a miferable condition, from which

they could not be extricated for the fpace of

Seventy years, according to the days of one king. Our
prophet not only foretold the overthrow of Tyre, and

* Ifaiah xlix. 14. f Jer. xliv. 9.

other
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other great cities, but the time in which thefe mod
unlikely events were to happen, and how long Tyre
was to remain in a defolate condition. The period

during which fhe was to be forgotten, is afcertained

to be feventy years, which was exactly the time that

the Babylonifh monarchy exifted, reckoning from the

firfl year of Nebuchadnezzar until the commence-
ment of the reign of Cyrus. The expreflion, accord-

ing to the days of one king, which is fomewhat obfcure,

may be underftood according to the prophetic ftyle,

in which lyings fometimes denote the kingdoms over

which they prefide*. The meaning of the words
will then be, that the defolation of Tyre was to con-

tinue juft as long as the monarchy of Babylon, to

which, according to the prediction of Jeremiah, the

nations were to be in fubjection feventy years f
.—-

—

At the expiration of this period, Tyre was to emerge
from obfcurity and contempt; and, being in fome
meafure reftored to its former commerce and profpe-

rity, it was again to flourifh and rejoice. That city

is here fignificantly compared to a harlot, who, hav-

ing fallen into an afflicted decayed condition, hath

defifled from her illicit commerce, and been confign-

ed over to perpetual oblivion, is yet unexpectedly re-

ftored to her former condition, and again addreffed

by her old friends, whom &e tries to pleafe by fongs,

and other allurements. In like manner, at the end
of the limited time, Tyre was to regain the trade,

fplendor, and feftivity, which it once pofieffed ; in

confequence whereof, its inhabitants were to fing and
make merry, as in ancient times. It is true, that the

prophet Ezekiel, having foretold the deftruction of
this city, declared, that it mould be buik no more J.

This prediction feems to auert what is inconfiflent

with lfaiah's prophecy, now before us. The befl way
that I know to reconcile and render them compatible

with each other, is to fuppofe, that Ezekiel meant no

* See .Daniel vii. 17. f Jer. xxv. 11. % Ezek. xxvi. 14.

more
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more than that the city fliould not be built for a very

long time after its defolation, that it was no more to

be the metropolis of a powerful kingdom, and that it

mould not again recover its ancient flrength and
glory. -After kingdoms and cities have been laid

wafte, and remained long in that condition, God is

fometimes pleafed to reftore them to their former

profperity. Egypt was defolated, and the people

thereof difperfed into remote countries, yet, after

forty years, the Lord promifed, that the kingdom
mould be reftored. Judea and jerufalern lay wafte

for feventy years, after which God was pleafed to or-

der the city to be again rebuilt, and the land to be in-

habited. Thus alfo, according to this prophecy, it

happened to Tyre, when the Almighty followed his

righteous judgments with great mercies, that he might
teach men to hope in his power and goodnefs.

1 6 Take an harp, go about the city, thoii

harlot that haft been forgotten, make fweet me-
lody, fing many fongs, that thou mayft be re-

membered.

In allufion to the fimilitude ufed in the preceding

verfe, our prophet foretels, that the Tyrians, after the

reftoration of their city, were to indulge in mufic,

feftivity, and joy.-——Lewd women, when they found
themfelves neglected or forgotten, were anciently ac-

cuftomed to go about the city, in which lived their

aifociates in vice, playing upon mufical inflruments,

and finging fongs. By this expedient, they intended
to remind their acquaintances, that they wifhed them
to renew the intimate correfpondence they had main-
tained with them in times paft. By this artful con-
trivance, they hoped that at lead fome of thofe with
whom they had been familiar, would return to that

connection with them which had been interrupted.

In reference to this practice, Tyre is here called upon,
after the manner of theie harlots, to renew her felici-

tations
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tations to .her old friends in commerce, and to requeft,

by the mod winning methods that could be devifed,

the recommencement of ancient intercourfe, that fhe

might be remembered, and frequented, as in times of

old. Every allurement was to be held out by the

Tyrians, to induce neighbouring nations to trade

with thenio

1 j % And it fhall come to pafs after the end

of feventy years, that the Lord will vifit Tyre,

and fhe mall turn to her hire, and fhall commit
fornication with all the kingdoms of the world

upon the face of the earth.

Tyre, which was compared to a harlot in the fore-

going verfes, having been long neglected by her com-
mercial connections, at the time now mentioned,

was to cultivate an intimate intercourfe with all na-

tions, and in fome meafure recover her ancient cha-

racter. The Lord will vifit Tyre. Having punifhed

that city for her wickednefs, and executed upon it his

righteous vengeance, he would vifit it in mercy, and
fend deliverance from that defolate neglected ftate in

which it had lain for feventy years. And Jhe Jhall

turn to her hire, andJhall commitfornication, &c. This

figurative language muft not be ftretched too far

;

for, from what follows in the next verfe, it appears,

that this expreflion does not refpect an illicit prohi-

bited commerce, to which the people of Tyre would
invite the nations. The hire, or profit, acquired by
the trade they regained, was to be confecrated to the

honour of God, and the benefit of his fervants. No
more feems to be intended by this prediction, than

that their commerce with many nations was to be fo

greatly extended, that the treafures 'of other countries

were to be again conveyed into Tyre. The arts

which were to be employed for this purpofe, in fome
refpects, refembling thofe which are ufed by perfons

engaged in procuring an unlawful intercourfe between

the
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the fexes, their trade is fpokert of under that idea,

The words then may import, that the Tyrian mer-
chants having regained a confiderable portion of their

ancient fplendor and opulence, the nations of the

earth would be allured to participate in her trade, to

renew their former treaties, to recover the confidence

of thofe who were once their correfpondents, and
thus to compenfate for the obfcurity, the humilia-

tion, and oblivion, of threescore an4 ten years.

1 8 And her merchandife, and her hire fhall

be holinefs to the Lord : it fhall not be trea-

fured nor laid up : for her merchandife fhall be

for them that dwell before the LorDj to eat

fufficiently, and for durable clothing.

In this verfe, is revealed God's gntcious defign, at

fome future period, of vifiting the people of Tyre
with the light of his glorious gofpel, and of admit-

ting them to the communion of his church, in con^

fequence of which, they were to confecrate their gain

to his honour and fervice. The merchandife and
hire intended in this prediction, were the profits

refulting from enlarged commerce, the opulence

procured from a lucrative trade, concerning which
the prophet foretels, It Jhall be holinefs to the Lord.

This was the infcription engraven of old upon the

mitre worn by the high prieft of Jerufalem, which in-

timated, that he was a facred perfon, coniecrated to,

the folemn fervice of God. The expreflion, as applied

to the riches of the Tyrians, imports, that their trea-

fures were to be converted to the fervice of God, and
his devout worfhippers ; that their property and pof-

feflions were to be employed to the honour of Jehor

vah ; and that even their civil and common actions

fhould be performed with a view to advance his

glory. ItJhall not be treafured nor laid up. At the

time when this prophecy was to be accomplifhed, the

Tyrians, who affumed the profeflion of true religion,

and
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and experienced the power of godlinefs, were to be-

come generous and liberal ; much lefs intent upon
amafling wealth than on doing acts of beneficence,

they would not avaricioufly hoard up the riches

which they acquired, but dedicate a considerable por-

tion of them to facred purpofes, and with alacrity

and cheerfulnefs expend them in fupporting thofe

who miniftered in holy things.

For her merchandifeJhall befor them that dwell be-

fore the Lord, to eatfufficiently, andfor durable clothing.

The character of ' them that dwell before the Lord/
may be derived from the ancient practice of conven-

ing on the Sabbaths, the feaft-days, and other ap-

pointed times, to be inftructed by the prophets and
Servants of God. Several inftances of this fort are

mentioned in fcripture. The prophet Elifha fat in his

houfe, and the elders fat with him, to hearken to his

inftru&ions, and to propofe to him their difficulties for

refolution *. The people of Ifrael came and fat be-

fore the prophet Ezekiel, and heard his words ; and
unto them he was as a very lovely fong of one that

hath a pleafant voice, and can play well on an inftru-

ment f . In allufion to this cuftom, the perfons fpoken
of, are here defcribed as dwelling before the Lord

;

waiting with reverence upon the inftitutions of his

worfhip, profefling to learn of him the inductions of
wifdom, and diligently attending to the words of his

mouth, that they may attain the knowledge of falva-

tion by the remiffion of fins. They dwell in the houfe

of the Lord, and are ftill praifing him ; they behold
his beauty, they inquire in his temple, 'and fpeak of

his glory. A large portion of the gain arifing from
the merchandife of Tyre, was to be appropriated to-

ward making lading provifion for the maintenance of
perfons of the above defcription. Whether the Tyrians

were to be obliged to the exercife of this beneficence,

in confequence of their fubjection to thofe in autho-

* 2 Kings vi. 32. f Ezek. xxxiil. 31, 32.

rity
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rity who were firmly attached to the fervice of God,
or from real love to God and his people, I fhall not

ftay to inquire. Charity inclineth to fuppofe, that

the motive lad mentioned, as it is the bed, fo it had

the moil powerful influence upon their conduct.

This prophecy, with the other predictions deliver-

ed by Ifaiah, hath been remarkably verified, as hiftory

teftifies, in feveral inftances. At the time in which

Tyre was threatened to be deftroyed by Nebuchad-

nezzar, great numbers of women and children were

tranfported to Carthage, that the remaining inha-

bitants might the more fuccefsfully defend the city

from the attacks of their enemies. Thefe ftrangers,

however, did not long enjoy tranquillity in that city,

which they had chofen for an afylum, but were dis-

turbed by fome naval expeditions, which were directed

againfl: that place. Nebuchadnezzar's conquefts com-
menced with his reign : and, from the time that Tyre
was taken by him, the city was forgotten during the

continuance of the Babylonian empire ; at the expira-

tion of which, the nations, conquered by that mo-
narch, were reftored to liberty, and Tyre was deli-

vered from the oppreffive power of thofe who fuc-

ceeded that tyrannical prince. After her deflruction,

firfl by Nebuchadnezzar, and then by Alexander,

having continued for a long time in a defolate condi-

tion, flie recovered in fome meafure her ancient trade,

wealth, and grandeur. The inhabitants, with the

other neighbouring countries, early embraced Chris-

tianity. The apoftle Paul, in his travels, found there

a number of difciples, fitting before the Lord, who
endeavoured to diffuade him from executing his pur-

pofe of going up to Jerufalem*. The citizens early

began to confecrate their riches to the honour of

God, and to employ them in.building a very fplendid

and magnificent church for the worfhip of Jehovah ;

to which many others, in procefs of time, were added.

* Ads xxi. 4.

An
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An archbifhoprick was formed there under the pa-

triarchate of Jerufalem, with fourteen bifhopricks un-

der its jurifdi&ion. It continued in the profeflion of

Chriftianity till it was taken by the Saracens in 639.
It was recovered by the Chriftians in 1 124. In 1280
it was conquered by the Mamulucs, and afterwards

taken from them by the Turks in 15 16. Since that

time, it hath fallen into decay; and is now a mere
ruin, a bare rock, a place to fpread nets upon, as the

prophet Ezekiel anciently foretold *.

Thus have we confidered the oracles which were
revealed to Ifaiah concerning the nations that lay

around Jerufalem, and the righteous judgments which
he denounced, in the name of God, againft the ene-

mies of his people. We have feen, that one great de-

fign of his raifing them to power and opulence, to

glory and renown, was the trial, or deliverance of his

people; and that their punifhment and deftrucHon

ferved to difplay his righteous vengeance, and tender

care of his fervants. We have heard of God's won-
derful doings among the kingdoms of the earth, and
the glorious conquefts that he hath obtained over the

moil powerful empires, ftates, and kingdoms, by
means of which he hath preferved and eftablifhed his

church. We have contemplated the fall of Babylon,

the overthrow of the Philiftines, the defolation of

Moab, the calamitous (late of the Syrians, the deva-

luation of Egypt, the defeat of the Ethiopians and

Arabians, and the deftrucHon of Tyre. Whilft we
behold all thefe mighty inveterate enemies of the

church of God buried in ruins, we fee her wonder-

fully delivered, and immoveably eftablifhed on a fure

foundation, which cannot be deftroyed. Let the

children of Zion then be joyful in their King, and

continue undaunted amidft all the difficulties which

they may have to furmount in the fervice of God. If

you are ready to be difcouraged by the ftrong oppo-

* Ezek. xxvi. 14. See Lowth's Notes.

Vol. II. S f fition
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fition which you fee formed againft the Lord and
his Anointed, be afTured, that he, who fitteth in the

heavens, fhall have them in derifion, and fpeak to

them in wrath, who would break his bands, and cad

away his cords. He will not only fruftrate the foolifh

defigns of deluded people formed againfl his church,

but he will alfo difappoint the crafty attempts made
by the wifeft and ftrongeft enemies, whom, in due

feafon, he will punifh for their iniquity and prefump-

tion. By defeating the counfels of the wife, and

counteracting the power of the mighty, the Lord our

God preferveth his people in fafety, and obtaineth

from them praife, and honour, and glory. I conclude,

in the concife and energetic words of the church, de-

claring her truft and confidence in God :
' The Hea-

' then raged, the kingdoms were moved : he uttered

* his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hofts is

c with us3 the God of Jacob is our refuge V
* Pfal. xlvi. 6, 7,

PRELIMI-



J 2 J

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

WE now enter on the confideration of the con-

cluding difcourfe, contained in the fecond part

of thefe prophecies, which treats of the divine judg-

ments to be inflicted on the corrupt difobedient Jews,

on the enemies of the church of God, and the diflin-

guifhing benefits to be enjoyed by his people, after the

punifhment of their adverfaries. The prophet is em-
ployed in convincing, and reproving the people of

Judah for their many grievous defections from God,
in reprefenting the terrible calamities to which, on
thefe accounts, they flood expofed, and in comforting

the diflreffed and difconfolate with precious promifes

of the molt excellent bleflings. Though this difcourfe

feems to have been primarily addreffed, about the be-

ginning of Hezekiah's reign, to the pofterity of Ifrael,

and had a direct reference to them, yet fimilar judg-

ments are denounced, and fimilar benefits promifed,

to people of all nations, of the fame character, and in

the fame circumflances with them. The chapter

begins with an affecting defcription of the defolation

of Judea, and the dreadful confufion that prevailed

among all ranks of people, a moving picture of ex-

treme diflrefs is delineated in flrong colours, height-

ened by many finking circumftances, ver. i .— 1 2.

Then follows the affurance, that predicted judgments,

were to be moderated, that the godly were to be ex-

empted from them, and that the divine righteouf-

nefs and mercy, difplayed in this difpenfation, was to

be publicly celebrated, ver. 13.— 16. After which,

the fatal effects ariiing from the execution of threat-

ened judgments are exhibited in flrong metaphorical

language, ver. 17.—20. The prophecy concludes,

by foretelling the punifhments to be inflicted on the

enemies of the church, the happy condition of God's

people after their deliverance, and the eflablifhment

of the kingdom of God in fuch glory as it had not

hitherto
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hitherto attained, ver. 21. to the end. Interpreters

are not agreed as to the particular fubjecl which is

efpecially intended in this chapter. Some refer it to

the defolation of the land of Judah, caufed by the in-

vafion of Shalmanefer ; fome, to the invafion of Ne-
buchadnezzar ; and others, to the definition of the

city and nation of the Jews by the Romans. A cele-

brated commentator # applies it to the perfecution of

Antiochus Epiphanes. Perhaps it may have a view

to all thefe great devaluations of Judea. The prophet,

without reftraining it by particular marks to one event,

chiefly employs general images, fuch as fet forth the

common ruin that was to be brought on the country

by thefe great revolutions, involving in it all orders

of men, changing the face of things, deftroying their

religion and civil polity.

CHAR XXIV.

BEHOLD, the Lord maketh the earth

empty, and maketh it wafte, and turneth

it upfide down, and fcattereth abroad the inha-

bitants thereof.

After having foretold the deftruction of feveral fo-

reign nations, which were the enemies of Judah, the

prophet declares the judgments impending over the

people of God themfelves, for their apoftafy and wic-

kednefs. The earth fpoken of, in this prophecy,

does not feem to denote the whole earth, which God
hath given to the children of men for a habitation,

but the land of Canaan, poffelfed by the poflerity of

Ifraei. In this limited fenfe the word is fometimes

ufed in fcripture, as in Pfal. xlviii. 2. where it is faid,

* Vitnng.a,

'The
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* The joy of the whole earth is mount Zion.
5
This is

the earth ofwhich our prophet fpeaks in this verfe, that

was inhabited, at the time referred to, by a perfidious

and hypocritical people, whom. God determined fe-

verely to punilh for their multiplied tranfgreflions.

—

The devastation, here defcribed in ftrong terms, is at-

tributed to Jehovah, who, as feemeth good in his fight,

replenimeth the earth with his goodnefs, and defolates

it by his righteous judgments. In the emphatical lan-

guage of the royal prophet, i He turneth a fruitful land
' into barrennefs,for the wickednefs ofthem that dwell
e therein. They are diminifhed, and brought low,
4 through oppreftion, affliction, and forrow*.' In every

calamity, the fupreme hand of God, who worketh all

in all, ought to be obferved ; and, therefore, men are

called to

—

Behold, the Lord mstketh the earth empty,

and maketh it wajie. The former of thefe expref-

fions may relate to the inhabitants, and the latter to

the land itfelf ; or the fentiment may be repeated,

with fome variation, to fignify the certainty and im-

portance of what men are here called to contemplate.

The Lord hath various ways whereby he diverts a

land of its inhabitants, and renders it wafte. The
fire and fword, famine and peftilence, are the fa-

tal inftruments he employs to accomplim this direful

event. By one or other, or by all thefe means, the

land of Judea was to be deprived of all that was truly

valuable. The riches which it contained were to

be exhaufted ; the houfes were to be demolifhed ; the

cities were to be deftroyed ; the corns and. cattle were

to be confumed, or carried away by the enemy ; and

the temple, wherein were vifible the fymbols of the

divine prefence, was to be overthrown.

And turneth it upfule down, &c. The condition of

the land of Judea was to be totally reverfed. Accord-

ing to the tranflation of the Hebrew words, in the

margin of fome Bibles, He perverteth the face of it,

* Pfal. cvii. 34. 5-9,

giving
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giving it a very different appearance from what it

formerly wore. The ftate of the country was to be

entirely changed in civil refpects : it fhould be wholly

altered ; and the inhabitants, in their religious capa-

city, were to fuller a total revolution. Abundance
was to be exchanged for fcarcity, fafety and comfort

for danger and difmay, joy was to be converted into

mourning, thofe who were in power were to be abafed,

and thofe who had been mod refpe&ed mould fall

into contempt. And fcattereth abroad the inha-

bitants thereof. The people of the land, either through

choice or neceffity, were to be difperfed, not only

through their own cities and country, but many of

them were to go into diftant nations, where they

mould not find any fixed refidence; whilfl others

were to be carried captive into foreign kingdom s„

where they would be treated with much rigour and

feverity.

2 And it fliall be, as with the people, fo with

trie prieft ; as with the fervant, fo with his

mafter ; as with the maid, fo with her miftrefs

;

as with the buyer, fo with the feller ; as with

the lender, fo with the borrower ; as with the

taker of ufury, fo with the giver of ufury to

him.

Tn this verfe, the univerfal extent of the threaten-

ed defolation is foretold : neither high nor low, rich

nor poor, fhould efcape the common calamity. The
honour and refpect due to the prieft, was not to pre-

vent him from fharing in the fame diftreffes with the

people : notwithftanding their fuperior advantages

and obligations, they had been as corrupt as thofe

among whom they miniftered ; and, therefore, they

were to fhare with them in the approaching judg-

ments. Maflers and fervants, miftreffes and maids,

buyers and fellers, lenders and borrowers, takers and

givers
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givers of ufury, had all corrupted their ways ; and,

on that account, they were all to be involved in the

fame miferies. All men are fubject to the common
ills that diftrefs human nature : all are liable to the

fame difeafes of body, to the fame forrows of mind,
to the fame afflictions and lofTes almofl of every fort.

All men, whatever be their condition, are expofed to

the irrefiftible judgments of God, with which he
fometimes vifits finful nations. Thofe who fill the

higher ftations in fociety, may go firft into captivity

;

whilft thofe who are in the lower ranks, may be the

firft who feel the fmart of famine and want. Let not

finners then, of any defcription, promife themfelves

exemption from God's righteous judgments. He will

affuredly meet them in one way or other : if they ne-

glect to feek him, he will find them out. c The
' flight fhall perifh from the fwift, and the ftrong
c

fhall not ftrengthen his force, neither fhall the
4 mighty deliver himfelfV Neither fwiftnefs nor
ftrength, courage nor riches, can fcreen their pof-

fefTors from the omnipotent arm of Jehovah. This
confideration ought to make us folicitous carefully

to avoid thofe tranfgrelTions which bring on nations

and individuals his awful difpleafure.

3 The land fhall be utterly emptied, and ut-

terly fpoiled : for the Lord hath fpoken this

word.

Having foretold the extenfive calamities to be in-

flicted on the land of Canaan, our prophet next men-
tions the complete defolation with which they were to

be attended. The judgments of the Almighty are

difpenfed in various degrees, proportioned to the

number and atrocity of the crimes committed by thofe

who have provoked him to anger. Sometimes he af-

flicts a land more lightly, and then it is only in part

* Amos ii. 14.

emptied
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emptied and fpoiled : fometimes the wickednefs, on
account of which he executeth vengeance, hath been

fo exceedingly aggravated and multiplied, that the

defolation is complete and univerfal. By the fword,

the famine, and the peftilence, to which, in fome in-

flances, have been joined the ravages of wild beafls,

inundations, earthquakes, tempefts, a land hath been

utterly fpoiled of its cities, towns, and villages, of its

inhabitants, cattle, and corns. Such were to be the

dreadful effeds of the calamities predicted in the pre-

ceding verfes. To give the fullefl aflurance of the

truth of what is foretold, thefe remarkable words

are fubjoined, For the Lord hath fpoken this word

;

and what he hath fpoken by his fervants fhall cer-

tainly come to pafs. PoifefTed of infinite power and
unchangeable veracity, he will unqueftionably fulfil

his promifes, and perform his threatenings. ' The
6 word that goeth out of his mouth, (hall not return
* to him void, but it (hall accomplifh that which he
* pleafes, and it (hall profper in the thing whereto
* he fent it *.* Delude not yourfelves then, as did the

houfe of Judah, who belied the Lord, by foolifhiy

imagining, that the judgments God hath denounced

fhall not be executed ; for, as the prophet Hofea hath

declared, they are as the light that goeth forth f.

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the

world languiiheth and fadeth away, the haughty

people of the earth do languifh.

The mournful confequences of the predicted defo-

lation are, in this verfe, delineated in ftrong and

glowing colours. The earth, and the world, as I

fuppofe, muft be underftood in the fame limited fenfe

as the earth mentioned in the beginning of this chap-

ter, fignifying, the land of Judea, which the prophet

declared fhould be laid wafte. The people in that

* Ifaiah lv. 11. f Hofea vi. 5.

country.
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country, according to this prophecy, were to be
greatly diftrefled, and very forrowful, and to pine

away with grief, on account of the complicated mife-

ries which they fuftained. The cattle alfo, and the

fruits of the field, were to decay, and wither away,
through want of proper care and cultivation. The
haughty inhabitants, who occupied the higheft and
moll eminent Hations in the kingdom, and diftin-

guifhed themfelves by pride and vanity, were to droop
and languim, through anxiety, affliction, and for-

row. -The execution of divine judgments upon a

land or nation, that hath greatly provoked God by
their iniquities, brings about remarkable changes,

which afford juft ground for mourning and lamenta-

tion. When Tyre was befieged, and conquered by
her enemies, the merchants and mariners wept and
howled : when Judea was defolated, and Jerufalem

taken, Jeremiah, and his companions, bewailed the

defolation in mournful plaintive ftrains. The prac-

tice is natural and proper.

5 The earth alfo is defiled under the inhabi-

tants thereof: becaufe they have tranfgreffed the

laws, changed the ordinance, broken the ever-

lafting covenant^

Thefe words point out the procuring caufe of the

predicted defolation. The inhabitants of the earth

pollute it by their fins : the children of Ifrael defiled

God's land, by filling his inheritance with the car-

cafes of their abominable things, with their idolatries,

J

with their wicked inventions and corrupt ways *. Sin
obfcures the glory of God, and fullies the beauty of

I
the creation : it defiles not only thofe who commit it,

but even the earth itfelf, where it is done, as plainly

intimated in the words before us. This, then, is one
caufe why God fendeth his judgments on the earth3

* See Jer. xvi. i8.

Vol. II. Tt th«
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the pollution that it hath contracted by the iniquities

of its inhabitants. Another reafon is fuggefted in

thefe words : Becaufe they have tranfgrejfed the laws, of

nature, of conference, and of nations, the ceremonial,

judicial, and moral laws, delivered to them by Jeho-

vah himfelf. Thefe laws, (tamped by the facred autho-

rity of the one great Lawgiver, which they ought to

have religioufly obferved, they prefumptuoufly tranf-

grefled, omitting to do what he had required, and
committing what he had forbidden. By acling in

this manner, they became guilty before God of con-

temning his holy commandments, and incurred hi$

juft difpleafure.

They changed the ordinance. The word tranflated

ordinance, denotes the inllitutions, the rites, or 11a-

tutes, which God had appointed. Thefe ordinances,

prefcribed by Jehovah, conftituted a confiderable part

of that divine worfhip which he required under the

former difpenfation : they formed the partition-wall that

feparated the Ifraelites from the furrounding nations,

and ferved to preferve them from idolatry and fuper-

itition : they typified the fufFerings and death of the

Mefliah, with the good things which were then fu-

ture. Thefe ordinances the pofterity of Ifrael changed

:

they ran into one or other extreme : by neglect-

ing them, they fell into the mofl abominable prac-

tices ; and, by obferving them, they placed their

confidence upon them for acceptance with God, and
indulged in the omifiion of fpiritual obedience and
moral duties. Broken the everlajiing covenant. The
people of Judah had not only abuied the rites and ce-

remonies of divine appointment, but they had burft

afunder the folemn obligations into which they en-

tered, when God avouched them to be his people,

and they avouched the Lord to be their God. In this

covenant, God promifed to confer upon them the

mod important benefits ; and they, on their part, en-

gaged to perform, through the grace of the Mod
High, the various duties that God required. This

was
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was an everlafting covenant, that ought never to have
been difannulled throughout all generations. Not-
withftanding, God was pleafed to fulfil the gracious

affurances that he had given them of his favour and
blefling : they hearkened not to his voice ; they de-

fpifed his ftatutes, and difobeyed his commandments

;

they were unfaithful, unfteadfaft, and perfidious, in

this covenant. Such were the caufes of the mife-

ries that befel the inhabitants of Judea ; and which
never fail to bring down divine judgments upon thofe

who, like them, tranfgrefs againft the Lord.

6 Therefore hath the curfe devoured the

earth, and they that dwell therein are defolate

:

therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,

and few men left.

The wickednefs described in the preceding verfe, is

affirmed to have been the caufe of the defolation and
confumption foretold in thefe words. The curfe

here intended, comprehends the awful judgments of

God, with their terrible effects, to which fin expofes

tranfgreffors of his laws and covenant. The maledic-

tions of God are not feeble and impotent declarations,

but folemn denunciations of the awful calamities

which are therein contained. The fins of Judah
brought along with them that curfe, which devoured

the earth, confumed the people, deftroyed their cities

and towns, and burnt up the fruits of the field. If

you wifh to know what is comprehended in this curfe,

you may read the twenty-eighth chapter of Deutero-

nomy, from the fifteenth verfe ; and you will fee how
it devours the earth, and layeth defolate them that

dwell therein. c This is the curfe (faid the angel to
6 the prophet Zechariah) that goeth over the face of
6 the whole earth : for every one that flealeth, fhaii

* be cut off as on this fide, according to it; and
' every one that fweareth, fhall be cut off as on that
4

fide, according to it. I will bring it forth, faith the
4 Lord
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' Lord of hods, and it fhall enter into the houfe of

\ the thief, and into the houfe of him that fweareth

« falfely by my name : and it fhall remain in the
* midft of his houfe, and fhall eonfume it, with the
c timber thereof, and the ftones thereof*/ It is

added, in the latter part of the verfe,

Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and

few men left. Great troubles, and painful calami-

ties, are reprefented, in feripture-language, as burning

men, becaufe they excite aftonifhment and terror, and

fuddenly eonfume them, as fire does the combuftible

materials of which it takes hold. And few men

left. Though the defolation was to be very extenfive,

yet fome were happily to efcape. In the midft of de-

ferved wrath, God remembereth mercy : a few are

always left, and a remnant is faved. When God de-

ftroyed the old world by the deluge, Noah, and his

family, were preferved by means of the ark. When
God rained fire and brimftone from heaven on Sodom
and Gomorrah, righteous Lot, and his daughters,

were delivered. When the curfe devoured the land

of Canaan, a few of the inhabitants were left, as here

foretold.

7 The new wine mourneth, the vine Ian-

guifheth, all the merry-hearted do iigh.

8 The mirth of tabrets ceafeth, the noife of

them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp

ceafeth.

9 They fhall not drink wine with a fong,

ftrong drink fhall be bitter to them that drink it.

Some of the mournful conferences that were to

follow the predicted judgments on Judea are de-

fcribed in thefe verfes, which are fo plain as to re-

quire little illuftration To exprefs the diftrefTed

and miferable ftate of the country, our prophet ufes

* Zeeh. v. 3, 4.

images
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•mages taken from the mofl: (hiking parts of nature,

and contrafts the then forlorn (late of the inhabi-

tants with their former profperous condition. He re-

prefents every thing lamenting over the calamities

that afflicted the land. The new wine mourneth.

Had this valuable liquor, which, in better times,

cheered the hearts of the people, been capable of fen-

fation and fympathy, it muft now have been forrow-

ful, to obferve how much it was neglected, during
this period of grief and vexation, in the land of Ju-
dah. The vine languifhetb. The excellent vines,

which produced the fined grapes, when properly cul-

tivated and fupported, were fallen into decay, had loft

their flrength and fruitfulnefs, and, in this declining

ftate, were ready to die.

—

—Ail the merry-hearted do

Jigh. The condition of the country being reverfed,

the difpofition of the inhabitants was to be entirely

changed : thofe who were of the inoft cheerful tern*

per, and mofl: agreeable companions, were to exchange
their mirth and vivacity for forrow and fighing.

The mirth of tabrets ceafeth. So great and extenfive

mould be the defolation and ruin of this once glorious

land, that there was to be no more mufical entertain-

ments, for the amufement of the rich, or for infpiring

joy and gladnefs into the people. The noife of them

that rejoice endeth. The cheerfulnefs and feftivity

which attends abundance of corn, wine, and oil, is

commonly accompanied with mufic, fhouting, or fome
other expreflions of gaiety: to all noife of this fort,

an end was to be put in Judea, by the diftreffes that

were coming upon that country. The joy of the

harp ceafeth. Though the found of this fweet mufi-

cal inftrument was grave and melodious, it was like-

wife to be laid afide, and no longer ufed as in former
times. They jhall not drink wine with afong. The
liberal ufe of generous wine is often attended with a

fong, that promotes cheerfulnefs and good-humour
among the company : this practice was likewife to be
laid afide, as unfuitable to the mournful ftate of the

people.
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people. Strong drink jhall be bitter to them that

drink it. It fhould lofe the relifh that it formerly had

in profperous days, and become unpalatable, through

diftrefs of body, anxiety of mind, or the heavy lofles

fuflained by the inhabitants. Similar predictions

were delivered by the prophet Jeremiah, of which

the following is a fpecimen :
6 Moreover, I will take

c from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of
c gladnefs, the voice of the bridegroom, and the
c voice of the bride, the found of the mill-ftones, and
c the light of the candle : and this whole land (hall be
4 a defolation, and an aftonifhment*," &fa

i o The city ofconfufion is broken down : every

houfe is fhut up, that no man may come in.

ii There is a crying for wine in the ftreets,

all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is

gone.

1 2 In the city is left defolation, and the gate

is fmitten with deftru&ion.

The miferable (late to which Jerufalem was to be

reduced, is, in thefe verfes, emphatically defcribed.

—

The metropolis of Judea is doubtlefs intended by the

city of confufion. Though once a beautiful city, re-

markable for its fine fituation, the regularity of the

buildings, and the good order obferved by the citi-

zens, yet now the houfes were demolifhed, the ftreets

were confufed with rubbifh, the inhabitants were

perplexed and difturbed, and all manner of diforder

every where prevailed. The city was broken down ;

the walls, the public buildings, the private houfes,

were in great meafure deftroyed. Many of the inha-

bitants being flain, many of them led captive, and

others trying to efcape by flight, the houfes were fhut

up, all intercourfe with the city was fufpended, and

* Jer. xxv. io, ji,

no
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no perfon was allowed to come in from* the neigh-

bourhood.—

—

There is a cryingfor wine in thejireets.

Whether this call for wine was made by thofe who
aflaulted the city, or the few remaining people who
were left in it, it intimates, that the vintage was
fpoiled; that wine was very fcarce, and could not

be procured but with much difficulty, and at a

high price. All joy is darkened, the mirth of the

land is gone. The joy and gladnefs which formerly

enlightened the city, and rendered it gay and cheer-

ful, was now obfcured, by the thick gloom of diftrefs

and melancholy: the mirth that once prevailed among
the citizens, and had long vifited them, was fled, like

a vifion of the night, and was fucceeded by mourning
and lamentation.

In the city is left defolation, and the gate is /mitten

with dejlruclicn. The inhabitants of Jerufalem, by
their profanity and wickednefs, having provoked God
to fend very awful judgments upon them, nothing re-

mained of that compact and beautiful city, but an im-

menfe confufed heap of ruins. Nothing was to be
feen of the fplendid gates that once adorned the city,

which were fmitten to the ground, and buried in de-

ftruction, by the fury of the enemy. God, my
brethren, hath often foretold the righteous judgments
which he was about to execute upon men for their

fins, and given them timeous warning of their ap-

proaching miferable condition, if they perfided in

their tranfgreflions. He gives previous information

of the changes that happen even in the natural world.

Prefages are difcernible of a temped of wind, a deluge
of rain, a heavy thunder-dorm, and of other confider-

able alterations in the weather. Symptoms are fre-

quently obfervable, in the human conftitution, of ap-

proaching didrefs and diflblution. To the Jews were
given figns of the times, by attending to which they

might have known, that the overthrow of their na-

tion, city, and temple, was drawing near. The dark
cloud which for fome time hung over their heads,

prognodicated
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prognosticated the ftorm which proved fatal to them,
Thefe warnings of natural and national revolutions

clearly demonftrate the foreknowledge, the good-
nefs, and companion of God, who would have us al-

ways prepared to meet his difpenfations, to prevent

his judgments by repentance, and to receive his mer-
cies with gratitude^

13 If When thus it fhall be in the midft of

the land among the people, there Jliall be as the

fhaking of an olive-tree, and as the gleaning-

grapes when the vintage is done.

In thefe words, afiurance is given, that divine judg-

ments were to be moderated, and that the godly fhould

in fome meafure be exempted from them.— When
thus it mail come to pafs, according to the above pre-

dictions, in the midft of the land, fituated between,

the river Euphrates and the river of Egypt, among
the people inhabiting that country. At that time,

there jhall be as the fhaking of an olive-tree', &c. The
number which were to efcape the general calamity

was to be few. When our prophet foretold the miti-

gation of the miferies which were to befal Ephraim
and Syria, he illuftrated the fubjecl: by the fame fimi-

litude that is here ufed *. Nothing more is neceffary

at prefent than to remind you, that the comparifon

alludes to what happens in time of olive-gathering

and vintage. When olives are fhaken, or grapes

gathered, a few are left on the tops of the loftieft

branches, which the hand cannot reach, and fome in

outmoft boughs, that efcape the eye of the gatherer.

Thus it fhould come to pafs, when the people of Ju-

dea were to be vifited by defolating judgments, only

3 few of the lefs confpicuous among them were to be

left in the land, no more in proportion to them that

were flain and taken captive, than the olives or grapes

* Ifaiah xvii. 5, 6.

that
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that remain, after the vintage is over, to thofe that

were collected. Concerning them it is foretold, in

the next verfe,

14 They (hall lift up their voice, they fhall

fing for the majefty of the Lord, they fhall cry

aloud from the fea.

The divine righteoufnefs and mercy, difplayed in

their deliverance, fhall be publicly celebrated.

Theyjhall lift up their voice, loudly to exprefs their gra-

titude and praifes to their almighty Deliverer, and to

extol his name with the greater! ardour, who had
refcued them from amid the dangers with which they

were furrounded—

—

TheyJhallfingfor the majefty ofthe

Lord : in this becoming manner teftifying their thank-

fulnefs and joy, in contemplating his fupreme excel-

lencies, and recollecting his ineftimable benefits.

They (hall celebrate that adorable majefty of which
he is efTentially poiTefTed, and that is glorioufly dif-

played in all his works and difpenfations, efpecially

in faving his people from the hands of their enemies.

On thefe and fimilar accounts, the high praifes of

God were to be continually in their mouths. The
remnant who were faved, afcribed all the honour of

their deliverance to that God, who appears in glory

and majefty when he worketh falvation for his fer-

vants. They /hall cry aloud from the fea. The
weftern extremities, and the fea-coafts, of the land of

Canaan, were to refound with the praifes of the mag-
nificence and grandeur of Jehovah, who had gra-

cioufly interpofed in their behalf.

15 Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the

fires, even the name of the Lord God of Ifrael

in the ifles of the fea.

The prophet now turns to the refugees, and ex-

horts them to give glory to God. Thofe who had

Vol. II. U u efcaped
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efcaped the calamities in which their country was in-

volved, leaving their habitations, fought for fafety in

the coafts and iflands of the Mediterranean Sea ; and,

in their new fituations and places of abode, they are

called to glorify God in the fires, or, as the Hebrew
word is tranilated in the margin ofTome Bibles, in

the valleys. Thefe different fignifications do not al-

ter the import of the duty here inculcated. Glorify

God ; humbly acknowledge him to be truly great

and glorious amidft the fiery trials which you fuflain,

and the heat of perfecution to which you may farther

be expofed. Cordially refign yourfelves to the divine

difpofal, heartily acquiefce in the difpenfations of pro-

vidence, firmly trufl in the allTuffieient power and
grace of Jehovah, patiently fuflain whatfoever he is

pleafed to appoint for you, and continually depend
upon him for fupport and deliverance. Let this be
your employment in the valleys, dens, and caves of

the earth, in which you may be obliged to feek for

fhelter. Such wife dutiful conduct will give glory to

the name of the Lord God of Ifrael, who is a prefent

help in time of trouble, and who redeemeth all his

Ifrael out of all their afflictions. In this manner, the

name of almighty God fhall be magnified in the

iflands of the fea, where you may take up your refi-

dence. Do you, my friends, in all the afflictions

and trials with which you are vifited, endeavour,

through the grace of God, to glorify your heavenly

Father ; humbly confefs his righteoujnefs in all your
diftrefTes ; adore his holinefs in all his difpenfations,

his patience in bearing fo long with your evil man-
ners, his mercy in your preservation in times paft,

and his faithfulnefs, who hath promifed never to leave

nor forfake you.

1 6 If From the uttermoft part of the earth

have we heard fongs, even glory to the righ-

teous ; but I faid, My leannefs, my leannefs,

wo
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wo unto me : the treacherous dealers have dealt

treacheroufly, yea, the treacherous dealers have

dealt very treacheroufly.

The remnant that efcaped, having complied with

the direction given in the foregoing verfe, are in-

structed in the joyful confequences which, through

the divine blefling, were to refult from their good

conduct. The complicated diftrefies in which the

land of Judea was involved, difperfed the people over

all the neighbouring countries. They fled to Egypt,

to the LefTer Afia, to the iflands and coafts of Greece :

great numbers of them were to be found in moft of

the principal cities of thefe countries ; and in fome of

them they had fynagogues. Thus fcattered, they were

instrumental in propagating the knowledge of the true

God among the Heathen nations, and in preparing

them for the reception of the gofpel. Hence the ut-

termoft parts of the earth, thofe places which were

fituated at the moft remote diftance from the land of

Canaan, are affirmed, according to the idiom of pro-

phetic language, in which things future are fpoken of

as paft, to have united in fongs of admiration and

praife.

—

—We have heard fongs. The inhabitants of

thefe diftant regions, obferving the ftrangers who had

come among them finging for the majefty of the

Lord, and glorifying him in the furnace of affliction,

were happily difpofed to join the difperfed Jews in

celebrating the praifes of the Lord God of Ifrael, in

pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs. The chief

defign of thefe fongs was, to afcribe glory to the righ-

teous ; to the righteous Lord, who loveth righteouf-

nefs, and hateth iniquity, who is juft in all his .ways,

and holy in all his works. Glory to God in the

higheft, who hath proclaimed peace on earth, and
good-will toward men. Glory to the righteous

people, who have attained the righteoufnefs of God
our Saviour, and who follow after righteoufnefs

;

who are righteous before God, and walk in holinefs

and
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and righteoufnefs all their days. In all their tribula-

tions, the Spirit of God and of glory relleth upon
them: the trial of their faith {hall be found unto

praife, and honour, and glory ; and their prefent af-

flictions fhall work for them a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory.

But Ifaid^ My leannefs, my leannefs, &c. Our pro-

phet here fpeaks in the perfon of the inhabitants (till

remaining in the land, who were to fuffer repeated

diftrerTes from the depredations of their enemies.

Perfonating them, he exclaims, My leannefs, <&c.

This complaint, as it refpecls the body, often pro-

ceeds from conflitution, imbecility, or difeafe ; as it

relates to the mind, it may be owing to its diftem-

pered condition, and the mi/improvement of fpiritual

advantages. Soul and body are intimately connected*

Though the body be ftrong, an afflicted mind will en-

feeble it ; though the mind be at eafe, a diftrefled

body will give it trouble. Such was the moving
fcene now prefented to our prophet's view, that his

mind was enfeebled, his bodily ftrength was weaken-

ed, his moifture was dried up, his comelinefs was loft,

his frefhnefs decayed, fo that he appeared thin and
emaciated.—*~Wo unto me : I feel complicated diftrefs,

and extreme forrow : both my body and inind are af-

flicted. The treacherous dealers have dealt trea-

cheroujly, &c. The people thus defcribed, were the

enemies of Judah, the Babylonians, the Medes and
Perfians, the Greeks and Romans, who were often

guilty of notorious breaches of their engagements.

Thefe hoflile nations were not fimply perfidious, but

they were doubly and remarkably treacherous and de-

ceitful. They dealt unfaithfully with the true God,
in renouncing their allegiance to him : they dealt

falfely in their moll: folemn and public tranfadions

with one another, and with the Jews.

1 7 Fear, and the pft, and the fnare are upon

thee, O inhabitant of the earth.

The
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The prophet next proceeds to denounce judgments

which were to be inflicted upon the enemies of his

people, and thofe among them porTeffed of a fimilar

character. The expreflions here ufed, feem to

have formed a proverbial faying, as appears from

their being repeated by the prophet Jeremiah *. They
allude to the different methods of taking wild beads

that were anciently in ufe. The fear, or terror, was

a line ftrung with feathers of different colours, which

was fo constructed, as to flutter in the air, and to

make a "terrifying noife, that frightened the beads in-

to the pit, or the fnare, that was prepared for them.

The pit was digged deep in the ground, and covered

over with boughs or turf, in order to deceive them,

that they might fall into it unawares. The fnare was

compofed of nets, enclofmg a large fpace of ground

that the wild beads were known to haunt, which was

drawn gradually narrower, until they were at lad en-

tangled and (hut up. Our prophet, addrefling him-

felf to the inhabitants of the earth, declares, that ca-

lamities, correfponding to each of thefe ways of de-

droying wild beads, were to feize upon them, and
that they mould be fo ordered, that thofe who efcaped

one fort would be arreded by another. Fear and

terror may denote, the condernation and dread where-

by men would be incapacitated to avoid impending

judgments : the pit may fignify, the confinement, and

defpair of deliverance, to which they were to be re-

duced : and the fnare may intend, thofe complicated

means of dedruction, from which they would find

themfelves unable to efcape.

18 And it fhall come to pafs, that he who
fleeth from the noife of the fear, fhall fall into

the pit ; and he that cometh up out of the

midft of the pit, fhall be taken in the fnare : for

* Jer. xlviii. 43, 44.

the
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the windows from on high are open, and the

foundations of the earth do fhake.

Endeavouring to avoid one evil, they fhall fall into

another, in confequence whereof their ruin fhall prove
inevitable. A fimilar prediction, delivered by the pro*

phet Elijah, is recorded, i Kings xix. 17. ' And it

' fhall come to pafs, that him that efcapeth the fword
4

of. Hazael, fhall Jehu flay ; and him that efcapeth
c from the fword of Jehu, fhall Elifha flay.' Let

not the wicked then encourage themfelves with hopes

of impunity : though they may elude one danger,

another fhall overtake them. Their condition refem-

bleth the ftate of that man, who, being terrified at

his enemy, by much too powerful for him, betaketh

himfelf to flignt, and, in the midft of his confufion

and hafte, falleth into a pit ; and, when trying to get

out of it, is fuddenly catched in a fnare, and fo en-

tangled in unavoidable deftruclion, that he is utterly

unable to extricate himfelf. The workers of iniquity

are fallen : they are caft down, and fhall not be able

to rife *.

for the windowsfrom on high are open, &c. There
feems here to be a manifeft allufion to the hiftory of

the deluge, which overthrew the world of the un-<

godly; and the imagery is taken from that memo-
rable event. All the fountains of the great deep were

then broken up, and the windows of heaven were

opened f. God hath laid up the waters in flore-

houfes, the windows of which were thrown open,

that he might pour forth upon the world of the un-

godly, in large torrents, the waters which were above

the earth, thofe treafures that he hath referved againft

the time of trouble. In reference to what then hap-

pened, our prophet foretels, that, at the period to

which he looked forward, the windows from on high

%vere to be again opened, that God, according to his

• Pfal. xxxvi. 12. f Gen. vli. 11.

word,
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word, might rain upon the wicked, fnares, fire,

* and brimftone, and an horrible temped : this is the
' portion of their cup*. And thefoundations of the

earth dojhake. I fuppofe the prophet alludes to the

awful circumftances which accompanied the promul-
gation of the law from mount Sinai, when that moun-
tain quaked greatly. Univerfal nature is here repre-

fented as feeling the effects of the difpleafure of its

almighty Sovereign : the earth fhakes to its very foun-

dations before the offended majefty of its Creator.

Such is the ftriking view exhibited, by this prophecy,

of the righteous judgments of God, which pre-

fumptuous impenitent tranfgreffors fhali not be able

to efcape, when God armeth againft them both hea-

ven and earth.

19 The earth is utterly broken down, the

earth is clean dhTolved, the earth is moved ex-

ceedingly.

20 The earth fhall reel to and fro like a
drunkard, and fhall be removed like a cottage,

and the tranfgreflion thereof fhall be heavy upon
it, and it fhall fall, and not rife again.

In thefe verfes, the prophet defcribes, in metapho-
rical language, a violent concuffion, whereby the land

of Judea, and other countries, was to be much af-

flicted. This direful calamity is fet forth in ftrong

and elegant diction, in which he excels in reprefent-

ing every fubjedt of which he treats. The earth

that is here intended, feems to be the kingdoms,
ftates, and empires, whereby its inhabitants are united,

and preferved in regularity and good order. The
expreflions ufed in relation to it, muff be underftood,

not in the literal, but in the figurative fenfe, which,
in prophetic ftyle, fignify great public calamities, and

* Pfal. xi*. 6,

remarkable
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remarkable changes. At the time to which the pro-

phecy refers, fuch terrible judgments were to befal

the kingdoms of the earth, that fome of them were
to be utterly broken, fo as to lofe the form they once

had ; others were to be clean diflblved, and to change

entirely their appearance : fome were to be exceed-

ingly moved, and violently agitated, by great com-
motions ; others were to reel and dagger like a drunk
perfon, who is extremely unfteady in his motions, or

to be removed like a cottage, after it hath ferved the

purpofes for which it was erected. All thefe fur-

prifing alterations were to take place, that way might

be made for the accomplifhment of the purpofes form-

ed by divine providence. This is the great defign

that God hath in view, in all the remarkable changes

that happen among the nations of the earth.

21 And -it (hall come to pafs in that day,

that the Lord mail punifh the hoft of the high

ones that are on high, and the kings of the

earth upon the earth.

At the period to which this prophecy looked for-

ward, the Lord here declares, that he would execute

terrible judgments upon the wicked haughty persecu-

tors of his church. By the hoft of the high ones

that are on high, may be meant, vaft numbers of

perfons who were elevated to high rank in the world,

who were poffefled of honour, authority, and opu-

lence. Such are, ecclefiaftical and political rulers,

who are exalted above others in ftation and power,

and have a mighty influence over mankind. Perfons

of this defcription, when they are enemies to the

people of God, are often elated with a high opinion

of their own importance, dignity, and grandeur ; and
therefore are juftly fpoken of, as an hoft of high ones

who are on high. And the kings of the earth upon

the earth. As the former expreflion may chiefly re-

fpect ecclefiaftical rulers, fuch as the priefts, the

principal
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principal men and doctors of the church, fo this may-

refer to the princes and civil governors of the nation,

who were inimical to the church of God, and had
abufed their power to injure and opprefs them. Both
thefe dalles of perfons, God faith, he will punifh upon
the earth. This threatening doth not relate to their

future punifhment in the other world, but to the

judgments with which they mould be vifited in this

prefent ftate, when God will avenge the injuries they

have done to his fervants. This prediction is worthy
of the attention not only of haughty cruel rulers

who opprefs their fubjects, as it inftrudts them of
their danger, but of thofe who have been cruelly

treated by them, who may comfort themfelves that

the Almighty, in due time, will vifit their oppreifors,

and render to them according to their doings.

22 And they fhall be gathered together as

prifoners are gathered in the pit, and fhall be

fhut up in the prifon, and after many days fhall

they be vifited.

The threatening delivered in the preceding verfe,

is here more particularly explained and illuftrated.

—

The hofl of the high ones, the princes and great men
of the earth, fhall be gathered together, &c. The
metaphor is borrowed from what happens to captives

who are taken in war, or to thofe dangerous banditti

who perpetrate notorious crimes. . Being apprehend-

ed, they are bound faft, collected together, and thrown
into prifons and dungeons, where they are kept in

clofe confinement. In allufion to this practice, the

angel that came down from heaven, is laid to have

laid hold on Satah, and bound him a thoufand years,

and call him into the bottomlefs pit, and fhut him up,

and fet a feal upon him, that he fhould deceive the

nations no more *, &c. In like manner, thofe great

* Rev. xx. 1 . etfeq.

Vol. II. X x people
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people who are the fubjects of this prophecy, were to

be gathered together, and caft into prifons and dun-

geons, as the juft punifhment of the wickednefs that

they had committed.

And after many days Jhall they be vifited. In facred

language, God is faid to vifit men, when, by the re-

markable interpofitions of his providence, he makes
himfelf known, and manifefts himfelf prefent, as the

infpector and judge of their actions, either feverely to

punifh them for their fms, or to deliver them from

evil, and to refrefh them with the bleflings of his

goodnefs. Interpreters feem divided in opinion,

whether the vifitation, here intended, was to be in

mercy and favour, as God promifed to vifit Tyre*,
or in righteoufnefs and wrath, as he threatened to vi-

fit the people of Judah f . The learned Bifhop of

London thus writes on this paflage :
" The eccle-

*' fiaftical and civil polity of the Jews mall be de-

" flroyed. The nation fhall continue in a ftate of
" depreflion and dereliction for a long time. The
" image feems to be taken from the practice of the
" great monarchs of that time, who, when they had
" thrown their wretched captives into a dungeon,
" never gave themfelves the trouble of inquiring
" about them, but let them lie a long time in that

" miferable condition, wholly deftitute of relief and
" difregarded. God fhall at length revifit and re-

" ftore his people in the lad age ; and then the king-

" dom of God fhall be eftablifhed in fuch perfection,

" as wholly to obfcure and eclipfe the glory of the
" temporary, typical, preparatory kingdom now fub-

" fitting." I apprehend, that princes and great men,
who have been perfecutors of the church of God,
have little or no reafon to expect that God will vifit

them in mercy, and fend them deliverance ; and
therefore I fuppofe, with the celebrated Vitringa,

that a judicial punifhment is fpoken of, which fhall

* Ifaiah xxiii. 17. f Jer. vi. 15.

continue
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continue after many days are elapfed. To perceive

the juftice of this remark, compare the parallel pro-

phecy of Ezekiel, who foretold, * That Gog and Ma-
* gog, after many days, fhall be vifited : in the latter

* years thou fhalt come into the land that is brought
6 back from the fword *.' A long time after the de-

livery of the prophecy, the predicted judgments were
certainly to be inflicted in the latter years, toward the

conclufion of the Old-Teftament difpenfation. In the

fame manner I explain the words of Ifaiah, which are

now under confideration. This prediction was to re-

ceive its accomplifhment, after a long time had in-

tervened between its publication and fulfilment. The
many days here mentioned, are not to be reckoned
from the time in which the kings were fhut up in

prifon, but from the time wherein the prophecy was
announced. According to this interpretation, the

words do not limit the continuance of the vifitation,

but point out the diftant period wherein it mould
commence. This prediction inculcates a ufeful

lefTon, both on thofe who are in elevated profperous

circumftances, and on thofe who are in a low de-

preffed condition. Such as are inverted with power
and authority ought to remember, that their flate

may foon be reverfed, and they may be expofed to

that contempt and confinement to which they fub-

jeded their poor prifoners : and thofe who are in a

deprefled afflicted condition may hope, that, after

many days, if not fooner, they fhali be relieved and
reftored to liberty and tranquillity.

23 Then the moon fhall be confounded, and
the fun afhamed, when the Lord of hofts fhall

reign in mount Zion and in Jerufalem, and be-

fore his ancients glorioufly.

In confequence of the execution of the judgments
above predicted, and the enemies of God's people be-

* Ezek. xxxviii. 8.
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ing overthrown, the kingdom of God was to attain a

higher degree of glory than it had hitherto reached,

and poiTefs far more light and fplendor than in for-

mer times it had aflumed.——There is a beautiful

analogy between the natural, the political, and the

fpiritual wTorld, called the kingdom of God. From
this refemblance, the figurative language of the pro-

phets is taken, in which, things in the latter are often

fpoken of by names analogous to thofe ufed in the

former. If the political world is the fubjedt of pro-

phecy, the heavens fignify thrones and dignities, the

fun denotes kings and princes, the moon the fubordi-

nate powers of the Hate. If the prediction relates to

the fpiritual world, the church of the living God, the

heavens are thofe who exercife powerful benign influ-

ence over the church ; the fun is the fymbol of the Lord

Jefus Chrift, who is emphatically called, the Sun of

righteoufnefs ; the moon reprefents the principal per-

fon, or perfons, whofe office is, to difpel the ignorance

and errors of the times, and to fupply the lovers of

truth with defirable light ; and the ftars, we know,
from infallible authority, are the minifters of the

churches *.

When therefore prophecy, which abounds with

ftrong metaphors and glowing images, cannbt be ex-

plained confiflently with truth in the literal, it mud
be interpreted according to the figurative fenfe of the

words. The prediction now before us, cannot be li-

terally underftood : when, and where, were the ce-

leitial luminaries, here mentioned, afhamed and con*

founded ? The moft fimple and obvious meaning of

the words feems to be, that, at the time to which the

foregoing prophecy refers, when divine vengeance

was to be executed on the enemies of God's people,

his church, reformed and renewed, mould mine forth

with a luftre and glory far fuperior to the fun and the

* See Sir I. Newton on the Revelation, part i. and Lancafter's

Symbolical Dictionary.

moon,
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moon, infomuch that thefe lights were to be eclipfed

by a more tranfcendent beauty and majefty. A more

deep and recondite fenfe may alfo be given to this

prediction, of which this is the fum : At the time

when God would take to him his great power, and

reign, fome myftical fun and moon were to be dark-

ened and confounded. Certain facred and political

rulers, in church and (late, who had oppofed the

kingdom of God, converting their authority into

cruelty and tyranny, had become violent perfecutors

of the church. Thefe fhali blufh, be afhamed, and

be fore vexed, at the foolifh projects they had form-

ed, at the rapacity and barbarity they had exer-

cifed. They fhali be confounded, aftonifhed, and

troubled in mind, at the recollection of their difcon-

certed fchemes, and difappointed expectations.

The period fixed for this event is,

When the Lord of hofts jhall reign in mount Zion and

Jerufaleni) &c. When the Lord of hofts, the King

of glory, to whom all the creatures in heaven and

earth are fubje£t, fhali reign in mount Zion and Je-

rufalem, places for which he was pleafed to ex-

prefs peculiar favour, and which of old were eminent

types of the church of God under the New Tefta-

ment. There he fhali reign glorioufly, exercifing

abfolute fupreme authority over all nations, and ren-

dering all the revolutions among kingdoms and em-
pires fubfervient to advance his glory, and the benefit

of his faithful fubje&s. There he fhali reign glorioufly

over his peculiar people, conquering them by his grace,

governing them by his laws, protecting them by his

providence, and crowning them with honour and fe-

licity.——All this fhali be before his ancients* The
chief of the feveral orders belonging to his church

;

men remarkable for their age and experience, for

wifdom, prudence, and fanctity, employed in direct-

ing and inftru&ing the people of God, and in dili-

gently obferving the operations and difpenfations of

his providence and grace. Thefe attentive fpectators

of
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of the divine adminiftration behold, with facred plea-

fure, the admirable difplays of his regal power, in van-

quiihing his enemies, in protecting his fubjeQs, and

enriching them with the choiceft privileges. i We
* give thee thanks (faid they, when they fell on their

6 faces, and worihipped), O Lord God Almighty,
4 which art, and waft, and art to come ; becaufe
c thou haft taken to thee thy great power, and haft

c reigned *. Alleluiah ; for the Lord God omnipo-
c tent reigneth : let us be glad and rejoice, and give

* honour to him f
.' He fitteth at the helm of public

affairs, and fleers the veflel of his church through

all the ftorms that arife in this tempeftuous world.

Contingent events are all at his difpofal : the leaft

things are not beneath his notice, nor the greateft be-

yond his control. He bringeth light out of dark-

nefs, order out of confufion, and maketh the wrath

of man to praife him. He publifheth peace on earth,

and fheweth good-will toward men : he ofTereth par-

don to all who will renounce their fins, and fubmit

to his government : he reigneth in the hearts of his

people; and, with unbounded liberality, difpenfeth

his grace to them, for the moft valuable purpofes.

Thus doth the Lord of hofts reign glorioufly in

mount Zion and Jerufalem. Yield yourfelves

then, my brethren, to this mighty Lord, as your

rightful Sovereign, that you may receive the lav/

from his mouth, and obey whatfoever he commands

you. Remember that his authority reachelh to your

hearts, that it may reduce them to order, and reftore

them to tranquillity ; that love is the fum of his laws,

in the keeping of which there is great peace, and a

great reward.

Some of you no doubt have obferved, that the pre-

dictions recorded in this chapter, have not, like thofe

contained in the former ones, been applied to their

correfponding events. I frankly own, that the diffi-

* Rev. xi, 17. + R-cv * *'*• 6> 7-

culties
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cuities attending this application, and the diverfity of

fentiments entertained on this fubjecl: by thofe whom
I have had opportunity to confult, have deterred me
from attempting it, and determined me to conclude

at prefent with a few, fhort, general remarks. The
prophecies which we have now been confidering,

feem to have received a partial accomplifhment, by
the defolations made on the land of Judea, and its in-

habitants, by Shalmanefer, Nebuchadnezzar, and the

Romans, to all which fome parts of the defcription

are particularly fuited. The learned Vitringa, with

fome confidence, refers their literal accomplifhment
to the times of the Maccabees, to which he is of opi-

nion the predictions exactly agree. The ftrong ex-

preflions, and fublime images, employed in foretel-

ling the judgments that are here denounced, lead our
thoughts to (till greater events than thofe I have men-
tioned. Jefus Chrift, in his prophetical difcourfes,

more than once alludes to this prophecy*. The
apoftle John, in the book of Revelation, ufes fimilar

language with that of our prophet in this chapter f

.

From thefe and other circumflances, I fuppole that

this prophecy looked toward the defolation of the

land and people of Judah, the judgments to be in-

flicted upon their enemies, and the reftoration of that

kingdom ; and to events relating to the church of God
under the New Teflament, which have come to pafs

in later times. * The Lord hath done that which he
8 had devifed : he hath fulfilled his word that he had
* commanded in the days of old : he hath thrown
' down, and hath not pitied

J.'
I conclude with the

emphatical Words of Jefus Chrift, after he delivered

the predictions above referred to :
c Verily I fay unto

4 you, This generation (hall not pafs, till all thefe

* things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth fhall pafs

' away, but my words (hall not pafs away ||.'

* See Matth. xxiv. 29, &?r. f See Rev. vi. 12.

% Lam. ii. 17. j|
Matth. xxiv. 34, 35.

PRELIML
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

SALVATION from God, and fongs of praife frorri

his people, whom he hath faved, are, in fcrip-

ture, uniformly conne&ed, and placed together fully

in our view. No fooner had the almighty arm of Je-

hovah refcued the children of lfrael from the tyranny

and bondage of Egypt, than a magnificent concert

filled the fhores of the Red Sea, and refounded the

praifes of their great Deliverer. After the Lord of

holts had conducted them through the howling wil-

dernefs, and crowned them with victory over their

many powerful enemies, they were taught, by their

illudrious Leader and Legiftator, to acknowledge, in

harmonious drains, the didinguifhing kindnefles of

God toward them. And when the ranfomed of the

Lord fhall come to the Zion that is above, with ever-

lading joy upon their heads, they fhall for ever unite

in finging the fong of Mofes and the Lamb* and in

magnifying that companionate Saviour who redeemed

them to God by his own blood. -Our prophet,

having foretold, in the preceding chapter, the over-

throw of feveral great cities and empires, enemies to

the Jews and the land of Judah, and a happy reflora-

tion of the kingdom of God, contemplating this ex-

tenfive fcene of divine providence in all its parts and

confequences, breaks forth into this fublime fong

of praife. In this beautiful compofition, his mind

feems to have been more poflefled with the pleafing

profpect of future mercies than with the recollection

of pad deliverances. Though he might have a pri-

mary reference to the dedruclion of Babylon, and the

liberation of the Jews from captivity in that country,

he looked forward to the far more fplendid conquefts

of Melliah the Prince over the fpiritual enemies of his

people, and the divine confolations provided for them.

The immenfe benefits conferred upon the church are

highly extolled, whild the rich grace, the almighty

power,
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power, and inviolable faithfulnefs of God, afford mat-
ter of exultation and joy to thofe who were delivered

from the hoftile powers whereby they had been af-

flicted and opprefied. Refcued from the hands of
their enemies by their omnipotent Deliverer and
Avenger, and liberally participating in the mercies of

Jehovah, they celebrate, with admiration and grati-

tude, the praifes of the Lord their God, on account
of the judgments he had executed, the felicity which
they enjoyed, and the glorious hopes that they en-

tertained. The fong itfelf confifts of two parts.

In the former, contained in the firft eight verfes, the

prophet, in name of the church, fpecifies fome of the

ineftimable benefits which they already enjoyed, and
cherifhed the agreeable expectation of attaining the

more full poffeflion. Inthe latte'r, comprifed in the

ninth and following verfes, the chorus, formed by the

redeemed of the Lord, are introduced, replying to

the firft part of the fong, and, with joyful acclama-

tions, praifing Jehovah for his mercy and grace al-

ready exhibited, and the animating hopes in which
they indulged of their continuance and increafe.

CHAP. XXV.

OLord, thou art my God, I will exalt thee,

I will praife thy name : for thou haft done
wonderful things ; thy counfels of old are faith-

fulnefs and truth.

The infpired prophet, without any formal intro-

duction, proceeds immediately to praife and magnify
the Lord. In this delightful exercife, he perfonates

the doctors and elders of the church, inciting them
to extol the Lord their God, and to celebrate his per-

fections manifefted in the falvation of his- people.

Vol. II. Y y Lord;
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Lord ; thou felf-exiftent Jehovah, the great Crea-

tor, the conftant Preferver, and the fovereign Pro-

prietor of the univerfe, who art faithful and true in

accomplifhing all thy promifes and threatenings. -

Thou art my God, who haft invited me to facred inter-

course with thee ; who haft inclined me to furrender

myfelf, and all my concerns, into thy hands, and to

choofe thee for my God. Thou art my Father, who
haft nourifhed and brought me up among thy chil-

dren : thou art my Friend, who haft loaded me with

a rich profufion of favours : thou art the portion that

1 have chofen, in the poffeffion of which I fhall enjoy

the moft permanent felicity : thou art my God, and

therefore my happinefs fhall be complete. I humbly
claim from thy all-fufficiency, the fupply of all my
wants ; from thy wifdom, direction and conduct ;

from thy power, ailiftance and protection ; from thy

love, refrefhment and confolation ; from thy mercy,

forgivenefs and blefling ; from thy faithfulnefs, liabi-

lity and fupport ; and from thy patience, forbearance

and long-fuffering. I cheerfully refign myfelf, and

all my interefts, to thy direction and difpofal ; and r

with dutiful affection, I confecrate all my powers and

faculties to thy honour, whofe I am, and whom I

ferve, that they may be employed in promoting thy

glory.

/ will exalt thee, I wtU praife thy name. To exalt

the Lord our God, is to proclaim the glorious honour
of his majefty, to extol the exceeding riches of his

grace, to magnify his tranfcendent excellencies, and
to celebrate, with affectionate gratitude, his wonderful

loving-kindnefs. This fublime exercife, when rightly

performed, mult proceed from juft and lively appre-

henfions of his glory, and of his grace ; and fhould

always be done with joyful lips, accompanied with

acceptable obedience, which is the moft effectual

way of discharging this duty. Thus will I exalt

and praife thy name, even all the glorious attributes

of which thou halt revealed thyielf porTeffed, in

the
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the works of creation, providence, and redemption

;

ihine awful glories as a Sovereign, and thy^conde-
fcending grace as a Saviour. This hath been the de-

lightful employment of the faints in every age, efpe-

cially after God hath wrought wonderful deliverances

for them.——Of this, a remarkable inftance occurs in

David, the king of Ifrael, who, having obtained com-
plete victory over his enemies, exalted and praifed

God ; and, fenfible that he could not fufficiently

magnify him, warmly invited others to unite with

him in blefTing his holy name :
' O magnify the Lord

c with me, and let us exalt his name together. I

- fought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered
« me from all my fears V In like manner, our pro-

phet, contemplating the merciful interpofition of the

Almighty in behalf of his church, forms the laudable

refolution, in which each of us ought to join, I will

exalt thee, and praife thy name.

For thou haft done wonderful things, &c. That
which exceeds our knowledge and imitation, and
which we cannot account for on natural principles,

excites our furprife and wonder. Many, O Lord our

God, are thy wonderful works : thy judgments are

unfearchable, and thy ways are pafl finding out.

Though innumerable wonders are daily prefented to

our view, yet the frequency of their appearance often

diminiffies our admiration. The corn caft into the

ground, which nrft dies, and afterward yields ten or

twenty times more than was fown, is perhaps not lefs

aftonifhing than the miracle of multiplying a few
loaves and fifties, to be a fufficient repaft for thou-

fands of people. The birth of a living child does not

feem lefs wonderful than the refurreclion of a dead
body. Is not the budding of the trees in the fpring

as marvellous as was the bloffoming of Aaron's rod ?

Indeed all the works of God, when contemplated

aright, appear truly wonderful. They are, as they

* Pfal. xxxiv. 3, 4.

ought
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ought to be, in fome meafure within our reach, and

level to our capacities, fo as, in fome refpe&s, to aflift

in pointing out our duty ; and yet, in their nature,

utility, and defign, they, in other refpects, far furpafs

our comprehenfion. We fee in them fomewhat plain,

that is eafily underftood ; and fomewhat obicure, that

we cannot penetrate or explain. We perceive that

they are worthy of God, and bear the impreffion of

his divine hand, though we cannot fully fatisfy our-

felves in fome particulars of leffer moment. Had
they been in all refpe&s intelligible to us, they would

have wanted one evidence of their divine original of

which they are poffeffed. The fame remarks are ap-

plicable to the works of the Lord our God, in the

difpenfations of his providence relating to his church,

which are truly wonderful, and worthy of praifes.

' O give thanks unto the Lord, who hath done great

* wonders *.'

Thy counfeh of old are faithfulnefs and truth. The
counfels of Jehovah, which are here extolled, may
denote, the refult of his divine wifdom and prudence,

the proper provifion made for carrying into execution

the purpofes that he hath formed. All the difpen-

fations of providence and grace are the effects of

wife counfel, the manifeftations of infinite wifdom,

goodnefs, and love. Thefe counfels are celebrated

on account of their antiquity: they are of'old\ or, as

the Hebrew word figniiies, from everlading. His
counfels and purpofes, according to which he work-
eth all things, are affirmed, by the apoftle Paul, to be
eternal

j ; and, on this account, among others, God
is magnified by our prophet. They are likewife

praifed for being faithfulnefs and truth. The Moft
High is inviolably faithful in executing all his pur-

pofes : none of them can poflibly be fruflrated : no
oppofition, no difficulties, however great, can prevent

their execution. * The counfel of the Lord ftandetli

* Pfal. cxxxvi. 4. f Eph. ii. 11.

'for
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' for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all genera-

' tions V In fulfilling his promifes, God is true to

his word ; in accomplishing his purpofes, he is true

to himfelf. A perfect, conformity fubfifts between

the mind and the word of God, between his word

and his ways. He purpofeth nothing but what is

juft and right : his word contains a plain declara-

tion of his mind, of which his providential diipenfa-

tions are a juft expofition. All his divine attributes

are engaged to fupport the immutability of his coun-

fel, which he can never want power or inflruments to

execute. In few words, God is faithful and true in.

all the counfels that he hath formed ; in all the doc-

trines, predictions, commands, threatenings, and pro-

mifes, that he hath revealed and recorded in his

word. Let us then firmly rely on the divine vera-

city and fidelity ; and diligently endeavour to imitate

them, that, in thefe refpects, we may refemble our

Father in heaven.

2 For thou haft made of a city, an heap ; of

a defenced city, a ruin : a palace of ftrangers, to

be no city ; it fhall never be built.

The firft of God's wonderful works for which he

is here magnified, is the deftruction of a certain, re-

nowned, fortified city, inhabited by the enemies of

his people. This city is fpoken of in fuch terms

as inclines me to fuppofe, that great Babylon was pri-

marily intended. It was a large, ftrong, and well-

fortified city, as you have repeatedly heard from this

prophecy, poffeffed by inhabitants who were inimical

to the people of God, and who placed their confi-

dence in the fortifications and ftrength of their city.

This feems to have been the city fpoken of in ver. 1 2.

and in chap. xxvi. 5. It was a palace of ftrangers,

being inhabited by the ArTyrians and Babylonians,

* Pfal. xxxili. 1 1.

who,
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who, in fcripture, have this chara&er given them.

Thus fai^h the Lord God, by the prophet Ezekiel,

concerning the houfe of Ifrael :
* I will deliver you

c into the hands of Grangers, and will execute judg-
* merits among you V Of thefe ftrangers, it was
their palace, the metropolis of their empire, their

mod magnificent, their beft fortified and royal city

;

which afforded a remarkable type of Myff.ical Baby-

Ion, that is uniformly reprefented in fcripture as ho-

flile to the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. As the over-

throw of this great city was indifpenfably neceffary to

the tranquillity, fafety, and happinefs of the church,

they begin this hymn of thankfgiving by prajfmg the

Lord for this wonderful work.

Thou haft made it an heap—a ruin-—to be no city ;

it Jhall never be built. To render the fentiment more
rich and beautiful, our prophet frequently, with great

elegance, defcribes the fame event by an agreeable

variety of expreflion, in which he gradually rifes

higher and higher. Clear views, by the fpirit of pro-

phecy, of the approaching event, and its perfect cer-

tainty, made him fpeak of this predicted event as if

it had been already pair. This royal well-fortified

city was to be reduced to a prodigious heap of ruins

:

its very foundations were to be demolifhed, its walls

deflroyed, and its palaces overthrown. Nor mail it

again "be rebuilt, and redored to its former fplendor

:

it fhall always continue what it now is, a ruinous

heap. Babylon, that flourifhed under the former

difpenfation, was an eminent type of that great city

which is feated on many waters, i. e, fupported by

much people, called Myflical Babylon, to which

there is a vail refort of ftrangers, and which, in due

time, fhall alfo be utterly deflroyed. This wonder-

ful event fhall, in like manner, prove the fubjecl of

the praifes and thankfgivings of the faints, as it is

written, Rev. xviii. 20. ' Rejoice over her, thou hea-

* Ezek. xi. 9.
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6 vens, and ye holy apoftles and prophets, for God
' hath avenged you on her.' Having feen the com-

mencement of this deliverance of the church, in the

partial accomplimment of this predicted defolation, it

becomes us, with admiring gratitude, to extol the

Lord, whofe right hand is exalted, and doth ever

val&ntly.

3 Therefore fhall the ftrong people glorify

thee, the eity of the terrible nations fhall fear

thee.

Thefe words may have a retrofpecl to what is faid.

in the preceding verfe ; becaufe God hath turned the

fortified city into defolation, therefore fhall the ftrong

people glorify him : or they may look forward to

what is mentioned in the following verfe; becaufe

the Lord hath been a ftrength to the poor, in his

diftrefs therefore* fhall he be honoured and ferved.

In either view, they import in general, that the deli-

verance God had wrought for his people, was to

prove a happy inducement to them, and to thofe

powerful nations who had been their enemies, to

yield him the homage that he required. By the

ftrong people may be intended, thofe who were re-

nowned for their ftrength and valour among the na-

tions ; or thofe who, though weak in themfelves, are

ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might,

and are ftrengthened by him with all might in the in-

ner man, for the performance of every good work.

Though they contend not only with flefli and blood,

but with principalities and powers, and the rulers of

the d'arknefs of this world, fuch is the fpirituai

ftrength which they have from God, that they van-

quifh all the combined oppofition formed againfl

them. Their ftrength lies not in themfelves, but in

God, their only Lord, who is the ftrength of Ifrael.

—

Concerning thefe ftrong people our prophet declares,

that they Jhall glorify God, by entertaining juft and
elevated
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elevated apprehenfions of his majefty and grace, by
adoring his infinite excellencies, by confiding in his

kind providence, by delighting in his juft command-
ments, and depending on his faithful promifes. They
mail glorify him both with their fouls and bodies,

humbly confeffihg their fins, thankfully acknowledg-

ing his mercies, and bringing forth, in their }*\q?,

the fruits of holinefs and righteoufnefs, to his glory

and praife.——Improve this truth, efpecially when
you are called to the performance of any arduous fer-

vice. Engage with alacrity in the duties of obedience

:

decline not any work that God affigns you ; and re-

member, that the way of the Lord is ftrength to

the upright.

The city of the terrible nations Jhall fear thee. The
chief city belonging to the formidable people, whom
God employed to execute righteous judgment upon

thofe kingdoms and empires, which, by their atro-

cious crimes, merited fevere punifhment, or total de-

finition, is doubtlefs here intended. I prefume not

abfolutely to determine what particular city our pro-

phet had in view, when he compofed this triumphant

fong, whether Babylon or Rome. Concerning

the inhabitants of this city it is foretold, They jhall

fear thee. The fear of God frequently denotes in

fcripture, religion in general, the whole of practical

godlinefs. It is that bleffed temper which arifes in

the foul from fuitable apprehenfions of the divine

glory, and a juft fenfe of the infinite diftance there is

between God and us; of his fovereign authority, and

our profound fubjeclion ; of his confummate good-

nefs, and our unfpeakabie obligations to him for his

benignity and kindnefs. It is fo to ftand in awe of

the holinefs of his nature, the juftice of his govern-

ment, the threatenings of his law, and the difplays of

his grace, as to receive the inftru&ions of wifdom,

and to depart from evil. It is fuch a reverence as a

fubject hath for his prince, a fervant for his mafler,

or a fon for his father \ though it ought far to furpafs

it
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it in degree, God being infinitely greater, and more
excellent than any perfon with whom we fland con-
necled among our fellow-creatures. Such is the fear

of God, which was to prevail among the inhabitants

of the city of the terrible nations. This prediction

hath been verified in both the cities above mentioned.
When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, was re-

ftored to his reafon and his throne, c he lift up his
1 eyes unto heaven, and blefled the Moft High, and
6 praifed and honoured him that liveth for ever * ;*

and doubtlefs great many in his dominions would
join him, fo that the effects of this wonderful event

might be very great and extenfive. At Rome, the

prophecy was more remarkably fulfilled at the firffc

promulgation of the gofpel ; at which period the
apoflle Paul declares, that 6 the faith of the faints

' in that city was fpoken of through the whole
* world f

.'
1 conclude this article with the words

of the angel, whom the apoftle John ' faw flying in
* the midff. of heaven, having the everlailing gofpel
c to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, who
€

faid with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory
* to him ; for the hour of his judgment is come : and
' worfhip him that made heaven and earth, and the
4

fea, and the fountains of waters
J.'

4 For thou haft been a ftrength to the poor,

a ftrength to the needy in his diftrefs, a refuge

from the ftorm, a fhadow from the heat, when
the blaft of the terrible ones is as a ftorm againjl

the wall.

Thefe words beautifully reprefent the kindnefles of

God conferred upon his people, on account of which
they unite in celebrating his praifes. Thou haft

been aftrength to the poor•, &c. Power belongeth unto

God, in whom it originally refides. With him there-

* Dan. iv. 34. f Rom. i. 8. % Rev. xiv. 6, 7.

Vol. II. Z z fore
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fore nothing is impoflible : nothing is too hard for the

Lord. In the weaknefs of his fervants he perfedeth

flrength ; in confequence whereof, nothing becomes
too hard for them to do, or fuffer, that he requires*

He imparts to them all that might, whereby they be-

come a ftrong people, and are enabled to glorify him

;

whereby they are furnifhed for every good work, and

ftrengthened unto all long-fuffering with joyfulnefs.—

This ftrength God hath communicated to the poor

and needy. In fcripture-language, this character

fometimes more efpecially relates to the outward con-

dition, and at other times to the internal and fpiritual

ftate of the perfons who are fpoken of. I fee no ne-

ceffity of reftraining it here to either of thefe clafles

of people ; what is affirmed, being equally true

of thofe who have been poor in both fenfes. God
hath been a ftrength to thofe who were in indigent

external circumftances, deftitute of the comforts of

life, of friends to fupport them, and who had no ex-

pectation of relief from human aid ; to thofe alfo

who have been needy of fpiritual afliftance, poor in

fpirit, feeling their neceffities, and fenfible of their

want of deliverance and help from Heaven. c For
* the oppreflion of the poor, for the fighing of the
* needy, now will I arife (faith the Lord), I will fet
c him in fafety from him that pufFeth at him */

From compaflion to the afflicted under fufferings, Je-

hovah promifeth, that he will arife, and place them
in a (late of falvation. Such is his gracious promife

to the church ; who, by contemplating the deliver-

ances that God hath wrought for them, are animated
to proclaim his praifes. Looking back on his merci-

ful interpofitions in their favour, they gratefully ac-

knowledge, that he hath been a ftrength to the poor,

and that this ineftimable benefit was received in the

feafon wherein it was moft needed. In his diftrefs :

when afflicted with poverty and want, with pain and

* Pfel. xil. 5,

ficknefs

;
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ficknefs ; when troubled with fin and guilt ; when
perplexed with doubts and fears, even then the Lord
ient help to him. from above. Say, my friends, have
not you experienced this truth ? hath not the Lord
been your ftrength in the day of diftrefs ? hath not

he prevented you in the time of your calamity ? hath

he not been your (lay and deliverer ? Unite then with

the church, in thankfully acknowledging the God of

your mercy, who hath itrengthened and faved you.

A refugefrom thejiorm, &c. A ftorm or temped,
when it becomes extremely fierce and violent, threa-

tens, to fpread defolation wherever it comes, and ex-

pofes every creature within its reach to imminent
danger. An intenfe burning heat is ready to diftrefs

and confume thofe who are expofed to its powerful

influence. In allufion to thefe things, which often

happen in the natural world, the perfecution of the

people of God, bj their inveterate enemies, is em-
phatically reprefented in this and other paiTages of

icripture, by a terrible ftorm, or continuing heat;

and the ineftimable favour of divine protection is

pleafantly exhibited as a refuge from the fury of the

raging temped* and a refrelhing fhadow from the

burning heat. In this comfortable privilege, David,

the fervant of the Lord, folaced himfelf amidft the

dangers of his pilgrimage, in Pfal. cxxi. where he
thus fpeaks :

c The Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is

* thy fhade upon thy right-hand. The fun fhall not
' finite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The
* Lord (hall preferve thee from all evil : he fhall pre-
* ferve thy foul.' It is unneceflary to enlarge on this

fubject, having treated it at confiderabie length, when
lecturing from chap. iv. 6. of this prophecy. I only

add, that the particular feafon wherein this precious

privilege was enjoyed, greatly enhanced its value, and
excited the more ardent praifes from the church.

When the blaji of the terrible ones is as a Jiorm againjl

the wall. The Hebrew word tranflated blajl, figni-

fies alfo rage and indignation. By the terrible ones,

are
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are doubtlefs intended, the powerful furious enemies

of the fervants of God, who drike dread and terror

into all who oppofe them. Sometimes their wrath

arrives at fuch a dreadful pitch, that it refembies a

dorm, which beats with great noife and violence upon
a wall (landing in its way. By this beautiful fimili-

tude, our prophet, in name of the church, illuftrates

the tender care and companions of God, which they

had experienced in feafons of the greated diflrefs and
danger. Be thou, O Lord, our flrength, our re-

fuge, our fhadow. Suffer not our goodnefs to be in-

jured by the dorms of advei fity, as the bowing wall

by the temped : differ it not to pafs away by the

fcorching heat of profperity, like the morning-cloud

before the fun. Continue at all times to be our de-

fence, that we may ever have frefh ground to cele-

brate thy praife in a triumphant fong, and by a well*

ordered converfation.

5 Thou fhalt bring down the noife of ftran-s

gers, as the heat in a dry place ; even the heat

•with the fhadow of a cloud : the branch of the

terrible ones fhall be brought low.

The prophet, in name of the church, extols the

Lord God, on account of the awful rebukes which,

in future times, he would adminider to their ene-

mies. The drangers primarily intended, were, I

fuppofe, the Babylonians, to whom this defcription is

given in fcripture, as I obferved from ver. 2. ; and
uho are often mentioned in the prophetic writings,

as reprefenting all the adverfaries of the people of
God. The noife which was to be brought down,
proceeded from the clamours of the people, and their

prodigious armies, compofed of great numbers of

foldiers, of .horfes and chariots, which are fre-

quently accompanied with fhouts of triumph. All

this loud noife, according to this prediction, was to

be made to ceafe, and to come to an end. The fub-

ject
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je& is. illuftrated by a beautiful fimilitude, in the fol-

lowing words : As the heat in a dry place ; the heat

with theJhadow of a child. As the intenfe heat of the

fun, when threatening to confume every thing in a

place already dry and parched, is allayed by the in-

tervention of a thick cloud, lb the Lord, in metcy,

will reltrain the violent heat of perfecution ; he will

fcreen his people from danger, and afford them agree-

able protection and refrediment. In this manner, he

will fruftrate the hoflile defigns of their enemies, and

put a period to their noify triumphs. The branch

of the terrible ones jhall be brought low. The power,

influence, and glory, of the mighty tyrannical ene-

mies of the church, which had grown to an exorbi-

tant height, and become very formidable to all around

them, fhall be deprived of the diftinguifhed eminence

that they had attained, and be reduced to a mean and

contemptible date. On thefe accounts, the people

of God exalt and praife his name ; and thus the pro-

verb is verified, which faith,
c When the wicked

* perifh, there is fhouting *." May we then rejoice at

the deftruction of our enemies ? Did not Mofes, and
the children of Ifrael, triumph at the overthrow of

Pharaoh and the Egyptians? Did not David blefs

God, for the death of Nabal ? Did not the Jews re-

joice and feaft, when their enemies were defeated ?

Doth not the faints of the Mod High here extol the

Lord, becaufe he brought low the branch of the ter-

rible ones? I reply, that we ought not to be elated

by the deprefiion or deftruction of our perfonal adver-

faries, which would difcover a fpirit of revenge, incon-

fiftent with the forgivenefs and benevolence incul-

cated in the gofpel. He that is glad at the fall of an
enemy, doth fall himfelf, in the word fenfe of the

word. Remember what the Lord faid, by the pro-

phet Obadiah, to the Edomites :
6 Thou fhouldfl not

* have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day

* PlOV, XI. 10.

•of
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' of their calamity. For thy violence againft thy
c brother Jacob, fliame fhall cover thee. I do not
learn from the prophecy, that the Edomites actually

did violence to the Jews : but, it feems, they were
wellpleafed that ftrangers entered into their gates,

ana carried them away captive; and therefore they

were to be confounded, and cut off for ever*. Re-
collecl: the falutary advice of the wife man :

' Rejoice
* not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine
* heart be glad when he flumbleth : left the Lord fee

* it, and it difpleafe him, and he turn away his wrath
' from himf.' Though we ought not to rejoice at

the deftru&ion of our perfonal adverfaries, yet, from
this fong, and other paffages of fcripture, we learn,

that the church may triumph on account of the over-

throw of their incorrigible enemies ; not becaufe they

are involved in mifery, and brought to ruin, but be-

caufe, by their fall, the people of God are delivered

from oppreffion and perfecution, and a way is thereby

opened for the more comfortable enjoyment of the

moft invaluable blefTings : God gives vifible demon-
ftration that he is the Governor of the world, and
awful warning of the danger of injuring good men.

For thefe reafons, the righteous are glad when they

fee the vengeance, and praife him who bringeth low
the branch of the terrible one.

6 % And in this mountain mail the Lord of

hofts make unto all people a feaft of fat things,

a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat things full of

marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.

Every part of this beautiful fong is fo admirably

adjufted, as plainly to intimate, that God would cer-

tainly afford his church the more full poffeftion of

what they had only enjoyed by anticipation. Whilft

the words before us, commemorate the ineftimabk

* Obad. io. etfeq, f Prov. xxiv. 17, 18.

benefit
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benefit which was in fome meafure conferred upon
the people of God, they contain a prophecy of the

riches of divine grace, to be exhibited in the gofpel,

and confummated in the Zion that is above. Our
prophet, who had hitherto addrefled himfelf to God
in the fecond perfon, now changes the form of ex-

preflion, and in this and the two following verfes,

fpeaks of him in the third perfon. In the former part

of this hymn of gratitude, he fpake to God in name
of the church ; here he fpeaks to them in the name of

the Lord,

In this mountain. Mount Zion, mentioned in the

laft verfe of the preceding chapter, wherein the Lord
of hofls fhall reign before his ancients glorioufly, was
unqueftionably the place intended primarily in this

prediction, though our prophet's views were doubt-

lefs extended to the church of God under the New
Teitament, in which it was to receive its accomplifh-

ment. The remarkable events whereby the Ifraelites

were, in the courfe of providence, introduced into

the pofTeflion of this mountain, and thofe which oc-

curred to them after they pofTefled it, with the rites

and ceremonies that they there obferved, were typical

of the fpiritual bleffings, and glorious privileges, en-

joyed by the people of God under the gofpel. The
refemblance is linking, and deferves to be carefully

marked, that we may fee the propriety of this figura*

tive expreflion. With a ftrong hand and ftretched-

out arm, God delivered the children of Ifrael from
the tyranny of the Egyptians, who grievoully op-

prefTed them ; and brought them forth out of their

land, that he might. get to himfelf a great name.
Having overthrown their enemies, he conducted them
fafely through the Red Sea ; and, at mount Sinai,

promulgated to them, with awful folemnity, his righ-

teous laws. He led them through the howling wilder-

nefs, fupplying them with bread from heaven, and
water from the rock

; granting them protection from
enemies, and direction by the cloud of his prefence

:

and,
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and, having given them a fafe paffage through the

river Jordan, he put them in poffeffion of the pro-

mifed land of Canaan, which he gave them for inhe-

ritance. In that land, he chofe mount Zion for his

habitation, faying, ' This is my reft for ever : here
' will I dwell, for I have defired it. I will abun-
* dantly blefs her provifion: I will fatisfy her poor
* with breadV &c. He appointed a magnificent

temple to be built for his worfhip upon this holy hill,

in which he promifed to meet with his people, and
blefs them. To this fplendid houfe, in which were
the fymbols of the divine prefence, and the mercy-

feat, from whence he converfed with them, he re-

quired them to refort with their facrifices and gifts,

to feaft and rejoice before him three times in the

year. Thefe, with other things which I flay not to

mention, afforded a lively reprefentation of the benefits

which God beftows upon his church under the New
Teflament, to which the name of mount Zion is

fometirnes given in the prophetic fcriptures. Under
this difpenfation, he refcues his people from a worfe

than Egyptian bondage, that they may ferve him in

holinefs and righteoufnefs, to the praife of his glory.

Having vanquifhed their fpiritual enemies, he puts

his laws into their inward parts, and writes them
upon their hearts. Whilft they are travelling through

this wildernefs to the heavenly and better country, he
guides them by his counfel, he protects them by his

providence, he gives them from heaven the bread

and water of life, and attends them with his gracious

prefence. He hath erected the throne of grace, where

he invites his people to come >ith their fpiritual fa-

crifices, and from which he vouchfafes to converfe

with them. He hath fet forth a perfect propitiation

for fin, by which complete atonement is made ; and

now he dwells in the midfl of them as in his temple,

wherein he is honoured and worfhipped, whilft they

* Pfal. cxxxii. 14, 15.

ferve
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ferve him with alacrity and pleafure. In this moun-
tain, where the ordinances of divine inftitution are

obferved, and the ineflimable benefits of God's falva-

tion are exhibited and communicated, they convene
and rejoice before him.

Shall the Lord of bojis. The Matter of this feaft is

the Lord of hofts, the Father of the great family in

heaven and earth, who giveth food unto all flefh, and
maketh ample provifion for all the members of his

houfehold. Indeed none but he, to whom belongeth

the heavens, with all their hofts, the earth, with all

its fulnefs, the fea, with all that therein are, can make
a feafi for all people. In this acl: of royal munifi-

cence, he appears glorious in his apparel, travelling

in the greatnefs of his ftrength, mighty to fave : hav-

ing in righteoufnefs made war, and conquered the

enemies of his people, he entertains them with a feaft

of triumph. He a£ts as the King of glory, the Lord
ftrong and mighty in battle, who, having vanquished

every adverfe power, invites his friends to fup with

him ; and allures them, that he will fup with them.

Think not that a lefs awful title than that which is

here given him, expreffive of his clemency and benig-

nity, would have better fuited this occafion. There
is a peculiar beauty and propriety in the character

which God here aifumes, when he promifeth to pro-

vide fpiritual entertainment for his people.——By
this defignation, they are reminded of his glorious

conqueft over his and their enemies, and of their cer-

tain victory over them. He hath fpoiled principalities

and powers ; he hath finifhed tranfgreflion y_ he hath

overcome the world; he hath fwallowed up death in

victory ; and he will go on conquering, until he hath

removed every oppofition that might intimidate, or

prevent them from the cheerful ufe of the excellent

provifion that he fets before them. It likewife

fuggefts, that he entertains chiefly with the fpoils of

enemies, whom he hath entirely fubdued. He pre-

fents to view, the guilt of fin removed by his atoning

Vol. II. 3 A facrifice^
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facrifice, its pollution waflled away in the fountain

opened for impurity^ and its power deftroyed by his

Spirit of might. He fhews this world diverted of its

dangerous charms, the old ferpent with his head

bruifed, death unftinged, and converted into a ufefu-1

friend. This title fe/ves alfo to remind them of

their character and condition. By profeflion, they

are foldiers of the Lord of hofts, who have enlifted

themfelves to fight under his banner, and to follow

him whitherfoever he leads them:* they are bound by

the mod folemn engagements to fidelity and diligence

in his fervice. The table prepaVed for the entertain-

ment, is covered in the prefence of enemies, who look

on with a malicious eye, anxious to interrupt their

feftivity and joy, and to mingle their blood with their

facrifice. We ought not then to feed without fear,

as thofe who have obtained complete victory, who
have laid afide their armour, and finiflied their war-

fare. At the fame time, we ought to remember, that

our fecurity and felicity proceedeth from the Lord of

hofls, who on all the glory is a defence, and who
upon all the aflemblies of mount Zion will create a

cloud. How admirable the condefcenfion of the

Lord of hofts, difplayed in accompliihing this pro-

mife! He formed the generous defign in his infinite

wifdom; he hath provided the whole of this noble

entertainment at the expence of his unbounded libe-

rality -

y
he directs every thing relating to it in the

moft proper manner; he gracioufly invites the chil-

dren of men to come and fhare in it, and kindly re-

ceives thofe who accept of his invitation. Let us

then, with humble gratitude, ,haye immediate recourfe

to him, that he may relieve all our neceflities, abun-

dantly fatisfy us with the goodnefs of his houfe, and
make us drink of the river of his pleafures. To
this we are encouraged by the aifurance, that he

maketh a feaft

For all people : for people of all kindreds, nations,

and languages, fcattered abroad under the four winds

of
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of heaven ; for people of all ranks, high and low, rich

and poor ; for people of every condition, learned and
unlearned, bond and free. In this extenfive fenfe, the

exprelTion is ufed by the angel of the Lord, who faid

to the fhepherds, at our Saviour's nativity, ' Behold,
* I bring you good tidings of great joy, which (hall

' be unto all peopleV The bleflings enjoyed by the

church of God under the former difpenfation, were,

in great meafure, confined to the pofterity of Abra-

ham, the friend of God ; whereas the feaft, of which
our prophet fpeaks, is prepared for men of every na- -

tion, whether Jews or Greeks, Barbarians or Scy-

thians, .circumcifed or uncircumcifed. The wall of

partition, that formerly divided the Jews from the

Gentiles* is now broken down ; the boundaries of

the church are greatly enlarged ; and every differ-

ence, arifing from external circumflances, is over-

looked. The gofpel is commanded to be preached to

every creature under heaven. -The Lord of hofts

hath efpecially provided fuitable entertainment for

thofe whofe neceiTities are moil: urgent, and who moll

need relief. The poor, the miferable, the blind, the

naked, may receive from him, gold tried in the fire,

that they may be rich ; white raiment, that they may
be clothed ; and eye-falve, that they may fee. Sin-

ners may have repentance and remilTion of fins. Cap-

tives may obtain redemption and liberty. Thofe who
are Spiritually difeafed may have a fovereign remedy

to cure their diftempers. The weary and heavy-laden

may get reft to their fouls. The contrite in fpirit

may be revived by the condefcending regard of the

high and lofty One. The dead in trefpaffes and fins

may hear the voice of the Son of God, and live. The
ignorant may be inftru&ed in the knowledge of God,
and of Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent. Thofe who
are hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs may
be filled, and thofe who are weak may get ftrength

* Luke ii. 10.

10
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to their fouls. None are excluded from participating

of this fpiritual feaft, prepared by the Lord of hofts,

but thofe who exclude themfelves.—-—How generous
and extenfive are his invitations to all people i

' Unto
6 you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the fons of
6 men. Now therefore hearken unto me, Q) ye chil-
c dren : for bleffed are they that keep my ways.
* Hear inftruction, and be wife, and refufe it not *„

* Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine that
* 1 have mingled. Forfake the foolifh, and live ; and
* go in the way of underftandingf.' The provi-

fion made by the Lord of hofts, is called,

Afeqft offat things•, afeajl of wines on the lees, &c.

This feaft confifts of the precious bleflings exhibited

in the gofpel of the Son of God, in which all the

faithful fubje&s of his kingdom participate, though
numerous as the dew of the morning, and fcattered

over the face of the whole earth. They are fome-

times reprefented in fcripture under the agreeable

image of a fumptuous entertainment
J,

to which per-

fons of all defcriptions are invited. In this fenfe, the

feaft here mentioned is to be underftood, as appears

from the concomitants fpecified in the following ver-

fes ; the removal of the vail from the face of the na-

tions, and the abolition of death by the great Re*
deemer. To intimate the excellency of this banquet*

and the delicious provifion of which it is compofed,
it is expreffed by fat things, full of marrow, and
wines on the lees well refined, the very beft things

that can be prefented. The prophet David, in pro-

fpect of the benefit and pleafure that he expected to

enjoy, in waiting upon God in the duties of his wor*
fhip, thus fpeaks, f My foul fhall be fatisfied as with
* marrow and fatnefs [|.' The marrow and the fat are

the choiceft pieces of the meat, which have in them
the mod ftrength, fweetnefs, and nourifhment ; and

* Prov. viii. 4. 32, 33. f Prov. ix. 5, 6. J See Luke xiv. 16.

II
Pfal. lxiii. j.

therefore
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therefore are here mentioned, to fignify the flrength,

the pleafure, and confolation, that are derived from
the fpiritual bleflings offered in the gofpel. Wines
are faid to increafe in flrength and flavour, by re-

maining long on the lees or dregs, and after having

been well refined, are efleemed the very beft ; and
therefore afford a juft reprefentation of the precious

bleflings that conftitute this fpiritual repaft.

In this facred feaft, predicted by our prophet, there

is vaft abundance, and rich variety, of the mofl excel-

lent provifion, joined with greatfejlivity andjoy among
thofe who partake of it. I fay, in this divine enter-

tainment, there is exhibited vaft abundance ; the un-

fearchable riches, and all the fulnefs, that it hath

pleafed the Father fliould dwell in Jefus Chrift.

Though the faints, in every age, have received of his

fulnefs, grace for grace, with abundance of the gift

of righteoufnefs, and have had all their wants fup-

plied, (till it remains unimpaired. Here God difplays

the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindnefs to-

ward us through Chrift Jefus ; he makes known the

riches of his glory, and reveals a plenteous redemp-

tion to his Ifrael from all their iniquities. Here they

receive large meafures of knowledge, in which they

(hall progreflively advance until they know as they

are known ; fuch degrees of holinefs, as mall gra-

dually carry them forward to be perfect as their Fa-

ther in heaven is perfect ; and fuch plentiful confola-

tioits, as fhall fill them with joy unfpeakable, and full

of glory. In this feaft, there is alfo rich variety,

which it would be endlefs to recount : pardon of fin,

reconciliation to God, adoption into his family, com-
munion with him ; the Holy Spirit to renew, fanctify,

comfort, and feal unto the day of redemption ; affur-

ance of God's loving-kindnefs,which is better than life

;

flrength for the performance of duty, fupport under
affliction, victory over enemies, peace of confcience,

and the earnefts of eternal life. Here is the rational

milk of the word for babes, ftrong meat for them
whofe
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whofe fenfes are exercifed to difcern both good and
evil, the water of life for fuch as are thirfly, the bread
of life for thofe that are hungry, and the choiceft

fruits for them that are weak and languifhing.

Befides, in this feafl, made by the Lord of hofts, the

provifion is mod excellent, as is plainly intimated by
the expremons, fat things, full of marrow, and wines

on the lees well refined. It is written, that the fathers

of the Ifraelitifh church, who did eat manna in the

wildernefs, ate angels food, or the food of the ftrong,

as the words fignify, intimating the fuperior excel-

lency of the bread which God fent them from heaven.

The entertainment provided for his true Ifrael is infi-

nitely more noble. Thofe who were fuflained for a

time by means of manna are long fince dead ; whereas

thofe who feed upon the bread of life fhall never die

:

it immortalizes them. They fhall not hunger or thirfl

any more; nor fhall they be deflitute of fpiritual

ilrength, refrefhment, and confolation, in their pro-

grefs toward heaven. Lord, evermore give us this

bread ; and with it, the water of life ; of which, whofo-

ever drinketh, fhall never thirfl : but it fhall be in him
a well of living water, fpringing up to everlafling

life. Whofoever receives it by faith, and the benefit

it is fuited to convey, fhall never feel vehement un-

eafy defires after fmful enjoyments and worldly vani-

ties : he fhall never want real refrefhment and fatis-

fa&ion. The truths of the gofpel, and the com-
forts of the holy Spirit, fhall, by their powerful

efficacy, and permanent influence, render him active,

vigorous, and fruitful, in the duties of the fpiritual

life.

This fpiritual feafl is intended, not merely to fup-

ply the neceflkies of the church, but to promote

amity and friendfhip, feftivity and joy, among the

people of God, who, diverted of care, and placed in

a ftate of tranquillity and eafe, folace themfelves

with a comfortable fenfe of the divine favour and be-

nefits. The wife man obfcrves, that c a feafl is made
6 for
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* for laughter.' Accordingly we read, that, after

the hoftile defigns of Haman againft the Jews were
fruftrated, ' they obferved the thirteenth and four-
4 teenth days of the month Adar, as days of feafting
c and gladnefs V The feafts appointed to be kept by
the children of lfrael, were inftituted, among other

purpofes, that the tribes and families belonging to

the congregation, aflembled from the feveral diftric~h

of the land, might cultivate an intimate correfpond-

ence with each other, and rejoice before the Lord.

In the plentiful entertainment provided in the gofpel,

and the exceeding riches of divine grace therein ex-

hibited, God, who is love, hath given the moil
aftonifhing difplays of his good-will toward men

;

and prefented the moft powerful incentives to engage
them to love him, and to love one another. He ap-

pears in Jefus Chrift, reconciling the world unto him-
felf, admitting them to delightful communion with

him, making peace among thofe who were at va-

riance, and eftablifhing a pleafing intercourfe among
them. Having adopted them into his family, and
united them together in the moft endearing relation,

and in the fame hope of their calling, they are fed at

the fame table, as children of the fame Father. Hence
thefe emphatical words of the apoftle Paul, when
fpeaking of the Lord's fupper, ' The cup of blefling
4 which we blefs, is it not the communion of the
c blood of Chrift ? and the bread which we break, is

c
it not the communion of the body of Chrift ? For

* we being many are one bread, and one body : for
c we are all partakers of that one bread f

.' If it be
pleafant to behold brethren dwelling together in unity,

how much more pleafant to feaft with them in love,

and peace, and joy, on the fame divine provijion?—
Thus have I confidered the import of the beautiful

figurative language, in which is foretold, the inefti-

mable bleflings wherewith the Lord of hofts enriches

* EHherix. 17. f 1 Cor. x. 16, 17.

and
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and comforts his church under the gofpel. Let us
thankfully acknowledge the immenle goodnefs, of
which we liberally participate ; and fervently im-
plore, that the blefling of God may accompany our
fpiritual provifion, that, by means of the nourifhment
it affords, we may grow in grace, and be enabled to

purfue our journey toward the heavenly and better

country with increafing vigour and alacrity, until we
reach mount Zion that is above, and there feafl with

eternal delight in the pretence of Qod and the Lamb,

7 And he will deftroy in this mountain the

face of the covering caft over all people, and the

vail that is fpread over all nations.

Our prophet foretels, in this verfe, another im-

portant blefling, which the Lord of holts would con*

fer upon his church. The conjecture of the Bifhop,

of London is not improbable. He fuppofes, that the

Hebrew word rendered face, hath been removed from,

its right place ; and therefore he thus tranflates the

words : " He will deftroy the covering that covered
" the face of all people." Prior to the commence-
ment of the New-Teftament difpenfation, and the ap*

pearance of the Sun of righteoufnefs, the jews were
immerfed in error and fuperftition, and the god of

this world feemed to have eftablifhed a universal em-
pire over mankind. The remains of the Mofaic infti-

tutions were buried in ignorance and will-worfhip

;

the meaning of the law of God was obfcured and
perplexed by falfe glofles, and blended with vain tra-

ditions. The hypocrify of Pharifees, the ambition of

priefts, the delufions of Sadducees, the avarice of Pub-

licans, and the debaucheries of Herodians, covered

the pofterity of Ifrael with infamy and difgrace. The
Gentile nations were involved in the grofieft darknefs,

addicted to the moft abfurd fuperftitions, whilft they

indulged in the mod abominable practices, infomuch

that they juftly merited the defcription given by our

prophet^
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prophet, c Darknefs covered the earth, and thick
4 darknefs the people.' The refrefhing beams of di-

vine light, which occafionally darted upon them,
could not difpel the thick gloom in which they were
bewildered. They faw not the way wherein they

mould have walked, neither did they perceive the

work which they ought to have done, but with fro-

wardnefs of heart went on from evil to worfe.

This covering, that was call over the face of all

people, is, by another metaphor, employed in the

following words, called, the vail which is fpread over

all nations ; that prevented them from feeing the

glory of God difplayed in his works, and from un-

derstanding the fcriptures of the Old Teftament when
put into their hands. This covering, this vail,

lfaiah declares, that the Lord of hofts will deftroy in

the mountain of his church. This is his glorious

prerogative, his peculiar work, by whatever means
and infiruments it be accomplifhed. Until this day,

as the apcftie Paul remarks, the vail remaineth upon
the hearts of the Jews, in reading the facred writings

;

which vail, he faith, mall be taken away, when they

fhall turn to the Lord *. This covering was in part

removed, by means of thofe eminent men whom God
raifed up from among the pofterity of Ifrael, and
from among other nations, who were furnifhed with
diftinguifhed abilities for giving a partial fulfilment

to this prediction. It was entirely deftroyed, when
Jefus Chrifi came into this world, to be a light to en-

lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people

Ifrael.
c Then, through the tender mercy of our

6 God, the day fpring from on high did vifit us, to
c give light to them that fat in darknefs, and in the
' fhadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
' peace

f.' And, in the progrefs of time, when this

covering, through the corruptions of Chriflianity,

again covered the nations, the Lord of hofts was

* See 2 Cor. in. 14. et feq. f Luke i. 78, 79.

Vol. II. 3 B pleafed
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pleafed to remove this vail of error and fuperftition,

by clearly revealing his glory, and opening mens eye;*

to behold it mining in the face of Jefus Chrift.

Turn then to the Lord, my friends, in the exercife of

true penitence, and the vail fhall be taken away : he

will gracioufly remove your blindnefs, unbelief, and
error, and give you to difcern the wondrous things

that are in his law and gofpel. Thus fhall you with

open face behold as in a glafs the glory of the Lord,

and be changed into the fame image, from glory to

glory, by the Spirit of the Lord.

8 He will fwallow up death in vi&ory, and

the Lord God will wipe away tears from

off all faces, and the rebuke of his people mall

he take away from off all the earth : for the

Lord hath fpoken it.

Thefe words defcribe feveral excellent benefits

which God promifeth to bellow upon his peculiar

people. He will /wallow up death in viclory. As
there are various kinds of death, it may be necefTary,

in order to underftand aright the import of this pre-

diction, to afcertain the particular Jdnd of death that

is here intended. That the prophet does not fpeak

of every kind of death, mufl be evident to an impar-

tial intelligent reader. There is a death which, in

fcripture, is called the fecond death, that mail never

be abolifhed, with refpecl to thofe who fall under its

power. It is therefore reprefented, as a fire that fhall

never be quenched, as a worm that never dieth, as an

eternal reproach, and an everlafting punifhment, to

which hypocrites, unbelievers, and the difobedient,

fhall be configned by the Judge of the world, Over

the church of God, on which the precious bleflings

now mentioned fhall be conferred, it hath no power,

neither ihall they be ever hurt by it * ; fo that 1 cannot

* Rev. xx. 6.

think
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think that this is the death here meant. Nor do I

fuppofe, that the death which is called fpiritual, con-

fining in alienation from the life of God, and in

the fervice of fin, is intended in this prophecy. The
chofen, called, and faithful, are doubtlefs, by nature,

children of wrath, as well as other men, until they

pafs from death to life, and are tranflated into the

kingdom of God's dear Son : but, by the quickening

Spirit of God, they are refcued from this death, and
made alive unto God, through Jefus Chrift, fo that it

hath no more dominion over them. The death

whereof our prophet fpeaks, is the firft death, that

paffeth upon all men, for that all have finned ; which

ieparates foul and body from each other, and exer-

cifeth its power over the whole church of God. This

king of terrors often appears to the faints as a very

formidable enemy that greatly diftreffes them. From
the overwhelming fears of this death, which, for the

fake of religion, is fometimes inflicted on them by
their cruel perfecutors, they ought to be freed, by the

firm perfuafion, that it fhall not feparate them from
the love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.

He willfwallow it up in viclory. The expreffion is

metaphorical, and taken from things call into the fea,

or the fire, or into fome marfhy place, which are im-

mediately abforbed, and difappear. Thus (hall death

be abolifhed by the Lord of hofts, and fwallowed up
in the glorious triumphs he fhall obtain over this

powerful foe of his church. For this purpofe, the

Son of God, the Prince of life, was manifefted in the

fleih, that he might deftroy death, and him that had
the power of death, and bring life and immortality to

light by the gofpel. Though, to outward appear-

ance, death feemed to get the victory over him, yet

he actually vanquifhed the conqueror in his own do-

minions : he fwallowed him up in victory. The
apoftle Paul, treating of the refurrection of Chriftians

from the dead, to a blefTed and glorious life, affirms,

that then fhall be brought to pafs that which is here

written^
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written, ' Death is fwallowed up in victory.' He
doth not fay, that this prediction had never been in

any meafure fulfilled until that period ; but he afferts,

that it mould receive a perfect accomplifhment, when
the bodies of the faithful, being delivered from the

power of death, mail be raifed to a joyful immorta-
lity.-- This prediction opens a glorious profpect to

the upright fervants of God, who may now adopt, in

the day of diftrefs, the triumphant exclamation of

the apoftle, c O death, where is thy fling ? O grave,
c where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, who
6 giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jefus
6 ChriftV Happy world, into which death fhall

never enter ! Here he exercifes univerfal dominion
over mankind : he enters into every family, and
fpares not people of any age, fex, or condition. The
time is faft approaching, when we fhall be removed
from our families, our friends, our habitations, and
the means of fpiritual improvement that we enjoy.

In this view, the confolation provided for the people

of God is truly refrefhing : the Lord of hofls will

iwallow up death in victory : he hath already done
this in his own perfon, and he will render all his fol-

lowers more than conquerors.- And, at the refurrec-

tion of the juft, he will raife our bodies from the

dull: having fafhioned them like unto the glorious

body of Jefus Chrift, and adorned our fouls with the

beauties of holinefs, we fhall be admitted into the im-

mediate prefence of God, to enjoy the brighteft ma-
nifestations of his glory, and to fhare in the fublime

joys which are at his right hand for ever more.

And the Lord God will wipe away tearsfrom off all

faces, In»this prefent flate, the faces of God's people

are often bedewed with tears, which, on many ac-

counts, drop from their eyes. How moving the

picture given of their condition, by the fervant of the

Lord, in the following pathetic words !
c Thou feed-

* i Cor. xv. 55. 57.

'eft
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* eft them with the bread of tears, and givefl them
t tears to drink in great meafure *.' Their own fins,

and the tranfgrefiions of them who keep not God's
law, the afflictions which they fuftain, the compaf-

fions which they feel, the temptations with which
they are affaulted, the evils which they fear, and the

righteous judgments of God, are fruitful fources of

grief and forrow to good men, and frequently bring

tears from their eyes. Thefe tears the Lord God
mall wipe away. The exprefiion feems to allude to

the practice of a tender-hearted father, who gently

wipes off the tears that fall from the eyes of his be-

loved child, to whom he adminiflers confolation under
his afflictions and forrows. With infinitely greater

affection, the Father of mercies mail wipe away the

tears that run down from the eyes of his children.

He will not only adminifler confolation to them under
all their prefent tribulations and forrows, but, in due
time, he will remove every occafion of grief which
diftreffed them, and turn all their forrows into joys.

In the mofl endearing manner, he will not only de-

liver their feet from falling, but likewife their eyes

from tears. And, at the glorious period when death

{hall be fwallowed up in victory, c the Lamb, which
c

is in the midfl of the throne, mail feed them, and
6

(hall lead them unto living fountains of waters

;

6 and God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes •(-.'

And again, it is written, ' God mall wipe away all

* tears from their eyes ; and there fhall be no more
c death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither fhall there

* be any more pain : for the former things are paffed
* awayj.'

And the rebuke of his people foall he take away from
off all the earth. The perfons to whom this privilege

is promifed, are the people of God, whom he hath

chofen for his inheritance ; who were redeemed from
among men by the precious blood of his Son, and

* Pfal. lxxx. 5. \ Rev. vii. 17. % Rev. xxi. 4.

formed
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formed for himfelf, to (hew forth his praifes. They
are tranllated into his kingdom, and purified unto

himfelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

—

The rebuke of this people may denote, the re-

proaches and calumnies whereby their character

and conduct were mifreprefented by their enemies

;

the afflictions and calamities whereby a righteous

God rebuked them for their fins and follies, tried

their faith and patience, exercifed their graces, ad-

vanced his own glory and the good of his church.

This rebuke he (hall take away from off all the earth.

The Lord God will vindicate them from the foul

afperfions, the cruel treatment, and manifold diftrefles,

which they endured : he will bring forth their righ-

teoufnefs as the light, and their judgment as the

noon-day ; then they (hall appear to the world to have

been invidioufiy traduced, and mofl unjuftly defpifed

and perfecuted by their adverfaries. In our prophet's

beautiful nervous language, c No weapon that is form-
* ed againil them, fhall profper ; and every tongue
c that mail rife againil them in judgment, thou fhalt
c condemn This is the heritage of the fervants of
4 the Lord ; and their righteoufnefs is of me, faith the
6 Lord V For the Lord hath fpoken it. Thefe are

the true and faithful fayings of God, whofe word is

fettled in heaven, and cannot fail of receiving its full

accompliihment. Look to God, that he may con-

fer upon you all thefe defirabie bleflings which he

hath promifed to his church
;

particularly, that he

may enable you to derive real benefit from the (harp

rebukes which he adminifters, that even when you
walk in the midft of trouble, he may revive you, and
deliver you in, as well as from your diftrefles. God
is faithful, faith the apoftle to the Gentiles, who will

not fufter you to be tempted above that you are able

to bear. Temptations and trials you (hall have ; but

the Lord will make a way for you to efcape from the

* Ifaiah liv. 1 7.

evils
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evils attending them, that you may have deliverance

through his mercy and power, and live to his glory.

9 If And it fhall be faid in that day, Lo, this

is our God, we have waited for him, and he
will fave us : this is the Lord, we have waited

for him, we will he glad, and rejoice in his fal~

vation,

The chorus formed by the redeemed of the Lord,
are introduced, celebrating the praifes of Jehovah,
for the deliverances they had already received, and
the hopes they entertained of the continuance and in-

creafe of his kindnefs toward them. In that day ;

in the remarkable period to which our prophet looked
forward, wherein God mall have accompiifhed the

wonderful events for the falvation of his people, men-
tioned in the preceding part of this beautiful hymn.

—

Having vanquifhed their formidable enemies, and ad-

miniftered fuitable relief to their necemues ; having;

furnifhed them with the bed provifions, and prefented

them with the moft reviving profpeSs; it fhall be faid

by the people of God, and every where publifhed

with gratulation and triumph, Lo, this is our God, In

humble dependence on the Father of lights, for direc-

tion, afliftance, and blefling, let us attentively confi-

der the import of the fpirited language adopted by
the church.

1. Contemplate the glorious objecl: we are here in-

vited to behold : Lo, this is our God. The words ex-

prefs ftrong emotions of pleafure, admiration, and
joy, arifmg from the merciful interpofitions made in

behalf of his people, whereby Jehovah manifefted him-
felf prefent among them. Though God is invifible to

our bodily eyes, we behold him, when we fenfibly dif-

cern thofe vifible efFe&s which cannot be produced by
any other than his omnipotent arm. Wherever thefe

erTe&s are feen and felt, there is God, there the

brightnefs of his glory fnines, and there he demon-
strates
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flrates his power and prefence. The church there-

fore, having experienced his gracious appearance in

their favour, point him out as their God, with whom
they are intimately connected ; as Jehovah, from
whom alone their help doth come. The furprifing

grand events recited in this chapter, they afcribe unto

the Lord their God. If you inquire, in the words of

Job, ' Where, and who is he,' that maketh a feaft for

all people, and hath fwallowed up death in victory ?

We reply, This is our God, the Lord of hofts.—

—

This is our God, who hath entered into covenant

with us, who hath avouched us to be his peculiar

people ; and whom we have avouched to be our

God, and to walk in his ways. There fubfifts be-

tween him and us, a reciprocal endearing relation, a,

mutual tender affection, a continued delightful inter-

courfe, a moft agreeable concord, and an intimate

union of interefl and defign. He is our God, and
we are his people ; he is our Creator, and we are his

creatures ; he is our Father, and we are his children

;

he is our Preferver, and we are maintained by him

;

he is our Deliverer, and we are his redeemed people.

His perfections, providence, and promifes, are all

united to promote the felicity and falvation of thofe

with#whom he is thus nearly related, whilfl all their

faculties are confecrated to his fervice, all their polfef..

fions and influence are devoted to his honour.

This is Jeho-vah ; the true and living God, wTho is

for ever diftinguilhed from the dead idols worfhipped

among the Heathen nations, by the works which he

hath done, and the deliverances that he hath wrought.

This is the Lord-, to whom there is none that can be

compared in heaven above, or in the earth beneath.
c To whom will ye liken me, or (hall I be equal, faith

4 the holy One ? Who hath meafured the waters in
4 the hollow of his hand ? who hath meted out the
4 heaven with a fpan ? who hath comprehended the
c duft of the earth in a meafure? who hath weighed
' the mountains in fcales, and the hills in a balance^;

' and



Ver. 9. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 385

* and taketh up the ifles as a very little thing ? He
' fitteth on the circle of the earth, and the inha-
1 bitants thereof are as grafshoppers. All nations
c are before him as nothing ; and they are counted by
c him lefs than nothing, and vanity *. What lofti-

nefs of expreflion ! Our prophet's imagination rifes

fuperior to every thing earthly, and mounts to the

mod inacceflible regions of the univerfe. This is

the Lord, who is the boundlefs ocean of exiftence,

from whom all created beings proceed, with the noble

qualities they poflefs : the heavens, with all their lu-

minaries ; the earth, with its fertility ; the fea, with

its fulnefs; the philofopher, with his penetration;

the foldier, with his courage ; the artifl, with his in-

genuity ; the upright, with his confolation. When
we behold thefe defirable objects., we ought to fay,

Lo, this is the Lord, who doth great things, unfearch-

able, marvellous, and without number ; our God, by
whom we are animated, whofe air we breathe, by
whofe power we are preferved, and in whofe falvation

we rejoice.

This is the Lord, whofe mercy and companions are

equal to his grandeur and power. God is love. God
fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whofoever believeth in him, might ngt

perifh, but have everlafling life. What an unpa-
ralleled difplay of love is this ! What infinite affec-

tion is manifefted toward us, by this unfpeakable

gift ! Think on the eflential glory of the Son of God,
his profound humiliation, his aftonifhing fuiferings,

his painful ignominious death ; and, in all thefe, be-

hold the mod wonderful demonstrations of the divine

love toward mankind. What majefty, companion,
and beauty, are confpicuous in the character of the

Redeemer ! what an amiable interefting picture doth
it prefent to our view! What but infinite wifdom
could have formed fuch a grand defign as he hath

* Jfaiah xl. 12. et feq.
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executed ! what but divine love could have accom-
plifhed fuch a wonderful extenfive plan ! God mani-
feft, God manifeft in the flefh, in the likenefs of fin-

ful flefh, in the form of a fervant, obedient unto
death, even the death of the crofs. This aflonifhing

grace of our Lord, who, though once humbled, is

now exalted ; though once obedient, is now clothed

with authority ; though once dead, is now alive ; is

for ever extolled, with feraphic joy, by all the celeflial

inhabitants, and ought to be the frequent theme of

our mod ardent praifes. Meditate alfo upon the

other pleafing manifeflations he hath given of his

mercy and grace, in forgiving you all trefpaffes ; in

pardoning the fins of all his people, committed
through ignorance, infirmity, and even through ob-

flinacy—-in renewing you after his image, in quicken-

ing you together with Chrifl, and translating you into

his kingdom—in admitting you into his favour and
family, that you may enjoy the ineflimable preroga-

tives of his beloved children—in conferring upon you
his promifed Spirit, and thereby forming fuch a won-
derful connection between him and you, as hath for

its model, the union fubfifling between the Father

and the Son. This high honour Jefus Chrifl: re-

qyefted for you in his intercefibry prayer :
c

I pray
c that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me,
' and I in thee •'.' Such knowledge is too high for

us at prefent : our faculties are too limited and feeble,

in this imperfect ftate, to underfland this fublime

fubjecl : but the time cometh, when they fhall be en-

larged and invigorated ; and we fhall know, by happy
experience, what it is, to be one with God, and with

jefus Chrifl. In the mean time, we fay, Lo, this is

our God, who, by a multiplicity of ways, is preparing

us afore unto this gfcry, which is to be revealed.

, ,
2. Confider the becoming exercife in which the

church was employed, We have waitedfor him ; and

* John xvil. 2 1

.
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again, they repeat the exprefiion, We have waitedfor
him. The repetition of the words plainly intimates,

the great earneftnefs, and perfevering diligence, with

which the faints had waited upon the Lord their God.
The Hebrew word whereby their employment is ex-

prefTed, fignifies, to hope, to expect, to look around
with foiicitude and defire, and to depend upon the

wifhed-for perfon or object. It doth not properly de-

note any bodily labour, but the humble patient exer-

cifes of the heart, animated by faith in the providence

and promifes of God. In this employment, the royal

prophet declared his unremitting continuance, not-

withftanding every difcouragement and oppofition:
4

I wait for the Lord (faid he), my foul doth wait,

* and in his word do I hope. My foul waiteth for
6 the Lord, more than they that watch for the morn-
& ing *.' In thefe words, there is a beautiful allufion

to watchmen, who earneftiy look for the dawning of

the morning, that, being relieved from the watch,

they may retire to reft and fleep, of which they had

been deprived during the darknefs, folitude, and cold

of the night.——More particularly, this duty in-

cludes—Earned: defire—Lively expectation, joined

with—Holy ferenity of mind. I fay,

Waiting for God comprehends, Earned defire. As
a fervant earneftly defireth the fhadow, and as a hire-

ling looketh for the reward of his work, fo, O Lord !

faith the church, in the following chapter, we have

waited for thee : the defire of our foul is to thee, and
the remembrance of thee. Thus employed, they

ihirft for God, the living God, as the hart panteth

for the water-brooks, that they may come and appear

before him. Their fouls long for God, with more
ardent affection than did David for his favourite fon

Abfalom : they look more wifhfully for his appearance

in their favour, than the mother of Sifera, when fhe

looked out at the window, expecting the arrival of

* Pfal. cxxx. 5, 6.

her
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her fon ; and cried, Why is his chariot fo long in

coming ? why tarry the wheels of his chariot ? Such
fervent defires, terminating upon God, are agreeable

proofs, that thofe who feel them, are fenfible of their

neceflities ; that their hopes of obtaining relief, are

fixed upon him, who they truft will foon fend them
deliverance. It includes, Lively expectation. This

is effential to the employment of waiting for God,
and infpires it with life and beauty. The devout

pfalmift, therefore, thus encouraged himfelf :
' My

* foul, wait thou only upon God ; for my expectation
* is from him*.' In this exercife, we entertain the

pleafing hope, that the Lord our God will feafonably

manifeft himfelf to us ; that he will afiuredly accom-
plifh his gracious purpofes, and the promifes of his

word, notwithstanding every intervening obftacle. In

all our (traits and neceflities, we look, with humble
confidence, to receive from him fupplies fuited to our

circumftances, firmly perfuaded, like Mordecai, that

enlargement and deliverance mail arife. In this man-
ner, the all-fufficiency and grace of Jehovah are glo-

rified, whofe companion is equal to his power, and
from whom his fervants may promife themielves more
than they can defire. ' He is able to do exceeding
* abundantly above all that we afk or think, accord-
* ing to the power that worketh in us.' Suck large

expectations bring him, on whom they are founded,

under flrong obligations to gratify them, that fo he
may demonftrate his real goodnefs and beneficence

to be equal to the high opinion formed of his libera-

lity. The Lord our God therefore hath often more
than fulfilled, by extraordinary mercies and deliver-

ances, the expectations of his people, who have waited

for him. With defire and hope, are united Holy
ferenity of mind. The church, in the book of La-
mentations, acknowledges, that ' it is good both to

f hope, and quietly to wait, for the falvation of the

* PfaL Ixii. 5.

« Lord:
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* LordV In this confifteth the very efience and vi-

gour of this fpiritual exercife, as it is written, chap.

xxx. 15. of this prophecy: ' In quietnefs and confi-

* dence fhall be your ftrength.' This facred tran-

quillity of foul repreffes thofe uneafy difquietudes, and

tumultuous thoughts, which difturb the mind, and

unfit for the right performance of this, or any other

duty. It compofes the foul attentively to obferve

every fymptom of the divine approach, every appear-

ance from which may be deduced favourable confe-

quences, and every opportunity that ought to be dili-

gently improved. It gives a feafoliable check to that

precipitation and hafte which fprings from uneafinefs

at our prefent condition, and from hurtful anxiety

about immediate deliverance. * He that believeth,

* will not make hafte ;' or, as the apoftle of the Gen-

tiles interprets oar prophet's words, ' he fhall not be
* afhamedjv

In this manner, let us wait for God, even though

he may tarry long, attentive left we fall into de-

fpondency, rife up in difcontent, or rafhly adopt

unwarrantable methods by which we think iboner to

reach our end. * The Lord is good unto them that
4 wait for him

J
;' fo good, that it is fometimes bet-

ter to wait for mercies than to enjoy them. David

feems to have enjoyed as much of the divine favour,

when he waited upon God for a kingdom, as he did

after he was elevated to the throne of lfrael. Thus
employed, our befl interefts fhall be happily promot-

ed. We fhall be kept humble in every condition

;

our thoughts fhall be directed toward God: we. (halt

maintain clofe dependence upon him ; the graces of

faith and hope, patience and fortitude, fhall be im-

proved : we fhall renew our fpiritual ftrength, and

lack no good thing. Wait then upon the Lord, who
waits to be gracious ; and therefore will he be exalt-

ed, that he may have mercy upon you.

* Lam. Hi. 26. f Rom. x. n. % Lam. iii. 25.

3. Attend
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3. Attend to the arTured confidence in God, which

the church expreffed in thefe words, He willfave as.

In every age, they have viewed the Lord as their Sa-

viour : to him they have afcribed the praife of all the

manifold falvations they have enjoyed, and to him
they have looked for deliverance in feafons of danger

and diftrefs. It is their glory and felicity, that they

are a people faved by the Lord, who is the fhield of

their help, and the fword of their excellency *«

Through all the temporal deliverances wrought for

them, they have looked forward to eternal falvation

;

and beyond all the faviours whom God hath raifed

up to them, they have lifted up their eyes to God
their Saviour, whofe praifes and glory they delight-

fully celebrated. Salvation from the hands of their

enemies, which was doubtlefs primarily intended in

the words before us, is employed as an image, to

fhadow out a falvation of an infinitely higher and

more important nature. Thefe events are intimately

connected together ; indeed, the former is hardly

ever mentioned in this prophecy, without fome in-

timation being given of the latter. In this they

triumph, that, though furrounded with dangers, and

aflaulted by enemies, he, who is the hope of Ifrael,

:md the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, will be

their falvation. 'Had not the Lord been on our fide,

< when men rofe up againft us, then they had fwal-
$ lowed us up quick. Our help is in the name of the
6 Lord, who made heaven and earth f.

We will not
* truft in our own bow, neither (hall our fword fave
5 us : but thou hafl faved us—thy right hand, thine

* arm, and the light of thy countenance, becaufe
* thou hadft a favour unto us. In God we bqaft all

* the day long ; and praife thy name for ever and;

* ever
J.

Truly in vain is falvation hoped for from
* the hills, and from the multitude of mountains ||.

* Dent, xxxiii. 29. f Pfal. cxxiv. 2, 3. 8. J Pfal. xliv. 3.—8.

[) Jer. iii. 23.

In
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In the words under confideration, the people of

God exprefs their firm confidence, that the Lord will

fave them, not only with a temporal, but with a fpi-

ritual and eternal falvation. They expected, not only

a deliverance like that which was wrought for their

fathers, by Gideon or Samfon, but the eternal falva-

tion of the Son of God. They entertained the afTur-

ed hope, that he would not only refcue them from
the evils of this prefent life, and confer upon them
mercies fuited to relieve their neceflities, but that he
would deliver them from fpiritual and eternal evils,

and exalt them to the everlailing enjoyment of con-

fummate felicity and glory. All the manifold falva-

tions wrought for them in the earth, they confidered

as flowing from him : but what they chiefly wifhed

to enjoy, and on which their hearts were fixed, was
that falvation which is peculiarly from God, every

way, and only his. Striking inflances of the truth

of this remark occur both in the Old and New Tefta-

ments. After all the wonderful interpofitions which
David, the fervant of the Lord, experienced, he de-

clared, that his foul fainted for God's falvation. And
the apoftle Paul, after the many extraordinary deli-

verances he received, comforted himfelf, that the

Lord would deliver him from all evil, and preferve

him to his heavenly kingdom. Under the leaves of

temporal mercies, they looked for the fruit of the

tree of life : they felt for a more excellent falvation.

This w7as the great object upon which all their hopes

and defires terminated, without which nothing elfe

could fatisfy. Of this great falvation, the church
here exprefs their confident and joyful expectation.

The experience which they had, in times pad, of di-

vine mercy, opened to them a bright profpecl: of future

deliverance. They trufted, that he who had enlarg-

ed them in diftrefs, would have mercy upon them

;

that he who had delivered, would yet deliver. The
conclufion was juft, and well-founded, deduced from
the immutability of God : whofe hand is not fliort-

ened,
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ened, that it cannot fave ; nor his ear heavy, that it

cannot hear. With the Father of lights, there -is no
variablenefs ; in the fpring of confolation, there is no
change : the more favours that we have received from
God, the greater hopes we may cherifh. His affection

and companion toward his people are unchangeably

the fame. His mercies are ever new, and his com-
paflions rail not. His love is not like ours, a fudden

flam of affection, that is foon over : it is everlafling,

and changeth not. Indeed, the grounds on which faith

and hope are founded, admit not of any alteration.

The nature, the name, the covenant, and the promifes

of God, are always the fame, and endure for ever;

and, by thefe, the ftrongeft affurance is given, that he
is as able to fave in time to come, as in times pafL

Befides, the perfect mediation of the Son of God,
his infinite grace and ability, encourage his friends,

at all times, to expect, that the Lord will fave them,

4. Examine the confequent refolution adopted by
the church, We will be glad, and rejoice in his falva-

tion. Of all the objects which are fuited to excite joy

and gladnefs, the falvation of the Lord is the moft

excellent, and affords the bed ground of exultation

and triumph. The peculiar people of God are

thereby delivered from the enormous load of guilt

which they have contracted. By tranfgreflion, we
have forfeited all claim to the divine friendfhip : we
have expofed ourfelves to the wrath of God, that

cometh upon the children of difobedience ; to death

and deftruction, from the prefence of the Lord, and
the glory of his power. To refcue us from this accu-

mulated guilt, and obnoxioufnefs to this awful pu-

nifhment, the Lord God fent his only begotten Son
into the world, to be the propitiation for our fins.

He laid upon him the iniquity of us all : in confe-

quence of which, he bare our fins on his own body
on the tree ; he made his foul an offering for fin

;

and died for our fins, according to the fcriptures.

By this gracious interpofition, he expiated the guilt

incurred
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incurred by all who receive his atonement, and hum-
bly rely on his mediation. Thus he taketh away the

fins of the world ; and c we obtain redemption through
* his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins, according to
' the riches of his grace*.' By this falvation, we
are freed from the corruption and depravity of our
nature. g The carnal mind (faith the apoftle Paul) is

' enmity againft God.' It rifes in oppofition to the

divine excellencies ; it refufes fubjection to the holy
law of God ; it withholds fubmiffion to the difpenfa-

tions of his providence and grace ; it regards not his

favour as the chief good, nor his glory as the ultimate

end. From the dominion of this ftrong corruption, we
are refcued by the rod of God's ftrength, accompanied
with his Spirit, whereby he rules in the midft of his

enemies, and makes them his willing people in the

day of his power. By his victorious grace, he de-

livers us from vicious paffions, fenfual inclinations,

and criminal practices, which are the effects of depra-

vity of heart. Being renewed in the fpirit of our
minds, we are formed for the practice of all goodnefs,

and prepared for the eternal enjoyment of God in

heaven. By this falvation, we are likewife deliver-

ed from the mifery and deftru&ion which fin hath en-

tailed upon tranfgreffors. Sin hath fcattered mifery

and wo over the face of the earth. Avarice and am-
bition, malice and difcord, have diifufed their baneful

influence into every nation, city, and fociety. Cares,

difappointments, and difeafes, with the fears of death,

are experienced by perfons of every rank, in every

age, and often embitter the happieft hours of life.

Every habitual finner hath in his bread, the certain

fources of mifery, and frequent forebodings of future

anguifh. From this wretched condition, we are ex-

tricated, when, being juftified by faith, we have peace

with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and, be-

ing regenerated by the Holy Ghoft, our irregular de-

* Eph. i. 7.

Vol. II. 3D ' fires



394 LECTURES on the Chap. XXV.

fires are reftrained, our minds are enlightened, our

hearts are purified, and our conduct regulated by the

laws of God. By this happy change in our ftate and
temper, we are reftored to the divine favour and re-

femblance : we receive an indefeafible right to eternat

glory \ and commence our journey to the land of up-

rightnefs, where are fulnefs of joy, and rivers of plea-

fures for ever more.

In this falvation, which is admirably fuited to our

character and circumftances, we ought, with the

church, to be glad and rejoice. Our joy mould far

exceed the joy of harveft, when the precious fruits of

the earth are collected, and brought home in fafety

;

and the joy in war, when the conquerors divide the

fpoils, and return in triumph to their country and
friends ;

yea, all the joy that can arife from temporal

pofTeflions. This joy mould be unfpeakable, and full

of glory. There is fomething fo tranfporting in the

view of this falvation, that we ought to rejoice and
exult in the glorious profpect which it exhibits.

Are there any of you in this afiembly, whofe con-

sciences are wounded by an arTe&ing fenfe of your

fins, and the danger to which you ftand expofed \

and who are deeply convinced of your infinite need

of redemption ? How delightful the tidings contained

in the gofpel, of recovery from the pumfhment and
dominion of fin, and refloration to the friendfhip, the

image, and enjoyment of God ! The thoughts of this

falvation ought to make your hearts leap with glad-

nefs. How feafonable, how refrefhing, the relief and
confolation which it adminiflers to thofe who are

broken in heart ! Every ingredient in the falvation of

the Lord, opens the fources of the pureft, the mod fub-

lime and permanent joy. Let us then hearken to

the voice that cometh out from the throne of God

;

which faith, ' Praife our God, all ye his fervants, and
* ye that fear him, both fmall and great/ Let us

unite our voice with that c of the great multitude,

f which was like the voice of many waters, and as the

'. voice
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1 voice of mighty thunderings, faying, Alleluia ; for
* the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be
* glad and rejoice, and give honour to him *.'

10 For in this mountain fhall the hand of

the Lord reft, and Moab fhall be trodden down
under him, even as ftraw is trodden down for

the dunghih

The continuance of the divine favour with the

church, and the agreeable profpect of the entire con-

quefl: of their implacable enemies, are here mentioned,

as grounds of the joy and triumph expreifed in the

preceding verfe. God is a Spirit ; and therefore,

properly fpeaking, he hath neither hands, nor any of

the parts which belong to human nature. Notwith-
standing, in allufion to the hand of man, which is the

chief inftrument of action, whereby he exerts his

ftrength, the hand of God is often mentioned, to de-

note his almighty power, employed in behalf of his

church, to defend them from evil, to vindicate them
from opprefiion, to punifh their enemies, to cherifh

and protect them, and liberally to confer upon them
the mod fubftantial bleflings. In this mountain,

whereof glorious things are predicted in the foregoing

verfes, fhall the hand of the Lord rejly as the pillar of

cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, refted

over the camp of Ifrael ; or as the emblem of the di-

vine prefence refted on the mercy-feat. Or the ex-

preffion may allude t;o the conduct of a traveller,

who, after having been long abroad, returns home,
and there takes up his fixed refidence. The kind
protecting hand of God, which had for a long time

been withdrawn from his people, was to be again re-

flored, to blefs, defend, and enrich them, and to give

them peace and tranquillity. Let thy hand, O
gracious God ! be ever with us, to deliver us out of

* Rev. xix. 5. etfeq.

all
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all our troubles, to profper and perfect us in our

Chriftian courfe, until, having conquered all our fpi-

ritual enemies, we arrive at the heavenly Jerufalem,

the city of the living God.
And Moab jhall be trodden down under him, he.

Moab was the name of the pofterity of Lot, by his

eldeft daughter, who pofTefTed the land fituated in the

neighbourhood of Ifrael, whom they continually en-

deavoured to vex and harafs. They were grofs ido-

laters, worfhippers ofChemofh, their abomination; and
were exprefsly prohibited from entering into the con-

gregation of the Lord, even to the tenth generation.,

Under this defignation, agreeable to the prophetic

ftyle, may be comprehended, all the inveterate ene-

mies of the true Ifrael of God, who difturb and an^

noy them, and ferve lying vanities. Concerning them
it is foretold, They Jhall be trodden down. This ex-

preflion, with the fimple comparifon by which it is

illuftrated, plainly intimates, the unprofitablenefs of

the people fpoken of, the great contempt with which
they were to be treated, the irrefiftible power where-

by they were to be fubdued, and the entire fubje&ion

to which they fhould be reduced. Trampling upon
enemies denotes, their entire conqueft by thole whox

in this manner, triumph over them. Victorious

princes were anciently accuftomed to order the kings,

and great men, whom they had taken captive, to be
laid proftrate upon the ground, and to tread upon
their bodies, in token of the total conqueft which
they had obtained. In reference to this practice, our
prophet foretels, that the adverfaries of God's people
fhall be completely vanquifhed, and entirely routed :

in proof of which, they fhall be trodden upon; not
accidentally, as a man trampleth upon a ferpent that

is lying in the way, but as he treadeth on the ftraw,

of which he hath the difpofal. As the love of God
triumphs over the unworthinefs of his people, fo his

juftice fhall triumph over all the oppofition of their

enemies, who, according to his purpofe, he will make
his
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his footftool. However powerful and numerous their

foes, though they are feated upon thrones, and have

nations under their command, they fhall certainly be

reduced to a very mean and deplorable condition.

1 1 And he fhall fpread forth his hands in the

midft of them, as he that fwimmeth fpreadeth

forth his hands to fwim : and he fhall bring

down their pride, together with the fpoils of

their hands.

There is much obfeurity in this verfe. The follow-

ing fhort remarks will, I hope, throw fome light upon
it. Different opinions are entertained refpecling the

agent here fpoken of; fome fuppofing -that God, and
others that Moab, is intended. I have chofen the

former fenfe, as the Lord is the perfon of whom the

prophet fpea^s in the preceding verfe, and in the lat-

ter clauie of the one now before us ; though, I ac-

knowledge, I do not well perceive the propriety of

the fimilitude by which the action is illuflrated. As
he thatfwimmeth fpreadeth forth his hands to fwim :

extending his arms to thek full length, and keeping

them in conitant motion, he cuts the waters with his

out-flretched hands, and renders the refiftance he
meets with conducive to advance him toward the ob-

ject he hath in view. Thus the Lord God was to

ltretch forth his hands upon the country of Moab, fo

as to reach to the rnofl remote corners, that he might
inflict upon them thofe defolating judgments whereby
their pride fhould be humbled. All the oppofition

they were to make to thefe divine judgments, was to

prove ineffectual for preventing their execution.

And he floall bring down their, pride, &c. * We
c have heard of the pride of Moab, of his haughti-
c nefs, and his prideV They were exceeding proud,
* even to a proverb \ and extremely ill-difpofed toward

* Ifaiah xvi. 6.

the
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the people of Judah. The prophet Jeremiah declares,

that fuch was their intolerable arrogance, that ' they

f magnified themfelves againft the Lord*.' They
were puffed up with a vain conceit of their abilities,

their riches, their ftrength, and the other advantages

which they pollened. Indeed, it often happens, that

people who have little whereof to be vain, are the

moll proud and infolent. This pride our prophet

foretels, the Lord God would bring down, and effec-

tually humble, with the fpoils of their hands ; the

riches and fortreffes of their country, and the profpe-

rity of their kingdom. Thofe who walk in pride,

he is able to abafe. The pride of Moab was a fure

prefage of their future downfal. God refifteth the

proud ; and, therefore, as faith the proverb, ' The
* houfe of the proud fhall be deftroyed f.

r All the,

efforts made by perfons of this defcription, to aggran-

dize themfelves, (hall be counteracted ; and, ere long,

they fhall be clothed with fhame. The truth before

us hath been verified with refpecl: to Moab, and in a

thoufand other inflances. The prophecy was literally

fulfilled by the overthrow of the Moabites, and it,

fhall certainly be accomplished in all thofe who are

included in this defignation.

12 And the fortrefs of the high fort of thy

walls fhall he bring down, lay low, and bring

to the ground, even to the duit.

Another ground of the church's triumphant joy is.

expreffed in thefe words.-* It is difficult to deter-

mine, whether our prophet here fpeaks of Hefhbon,

a flrong fortified city, that belonged to the Moabites

;

or of Babylon, whofe deftru&ion he had foretold in

verfe fecond. After adducing a finking inftance of the

divine righteoufnefs, to be difplayed in the overthrow

e-f Moab, it feems not improbable, that he again re-

* Jer. xlviii. 26. f Prov. xv. 25.

vert$
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verts to the fubject with which this fublime ode com-
menced ; and in this view I confider the prediction.

In elegant poetical compofitions, the fubject that is

treated is not always exprefsly mentioned, but is

often defcribed by thofe attributes, qualities, or cir-

cumftances, from which it may be known what is in-

tended. Thus the royal poet begins his eighty-feventh

pfalm :
' His foundation is in the holy mountains.'

Having meditated on the drength, the beauty, and
glory of Jerufalem, and imagining the thoughts of

thofe whom he addrefled to have been employed on
the fame theme, he breaks forth in this abrupt man-
ner. Another inftance occurs in the firft verfe of the

following chapter. And thefortrefs of the high fort

of thy wall The ramparts and the walls of Babylon
were of fuch great celebrity, at the time this pro-

phecy was delivered, that Ifaiah might fuppofe, that

the language which he employs, would point out,

with fufficient certainty, the place he intended. The
inhabitants of Babylon, therefore, he accods in the

words before us, wherein he allures them, of the

approaching defolation of all their fortifications.

This prophecy God hath long fmce fulfilled, by Da-
rius, the fon of Hydafpis, who diverted that renown-
ed city of its defence and glory. And the dedruction

of literal Babylon encourages us to hope, that God,
in due time, will completely abolifli myftical Babylon,
which, in all ages, hath been hoftile to the interefts

of the church. The exprelhons, which are here ele-

gantly varied, and repeated, when taken together,

drongly reprefent the entire demolition, and utter

dedru&ion, of both literal and figurative Babylon.
In the overthrow of this lad-mentioned power, is

comprehended the total ruin of the kingdom of Sa-

tan, "confiding in idolatry, fuperdition, pride, tyran-

ny, and corruption of manners.
To conclude, let us joyfully celebrate the mercy

and faithfulnefs of Jehovah toward his church, and
let us earnedly pray for the accomplifhment of the

exceeding
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exceeding great and precious promifes contained in

this book. However numerous and powerful the

enemies of the people of God, and though, to human
view, they may feem invincible, yet they fhall

furely perifh from off the earth. How fafe, how
happy, how honourable, the fociety of the church of

God, whom the Lord hath chofen for his inheritance

;

for whom he made the earth, and flretched out the

heavens ; for whofe redemption the blood of his own
Son was fhed ; for whofe confolation the holy Spirit

is continually employed ; for whofe benefit he over-

turns kingdoms and empires, and makes heaven and
earth ! He hath given men for them, and people for

their life ; and he renders the affairs of nations fubfer-

vient for promoting their fafety and felicity. Bleffed

fociety ! happy people ! whofe enemies fhall be found

liars ; and who fhall tread upon their high places

:

who, after all the kingdoms of this earth are ex-

tinct, fhall for ever reign in life, and refound his

praifes, whofe right-hand is become glorious in power,

whofe right-hand hath dallied in pieces the enemy ; •

and, in the greatnefs of whofe excellency, he hath

overthrown them that rofe up againft them.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

IN the fecond part of this fublime fong of praife,

contained in the chapter now before us, the ferv-

ants of God gratefully commemorate the divine mercy
and grace, which they had experienced under the

moll: grievous afflictions. They proclaim the hap-

pinefs of their condition, and excite each other to

place their confidence in the God of Ifrael, to which

they were encouraged by the important benefits they

already enjoyed. Being moftly addrefled to God, in

the form of a public acknowledgment, the righteouf-

nefs of his judgments is celebrated, and the happy ef-

fects with which they were accompanied are recount-

ed. To all which, are fubjoined feveral falutary ad-

vices to the godly, in which they are directed pru-

dently to compofe themfelves, until the divine indig-

nation mould be over, and God would accomplifh

their falvation. This beautiful hymn feems to

have been fung by two chorufes, compofed of differ-

ent perfons, who alternately replied to each other. It

begins with a thankful acknowledgment of the im-

portant benefits conferred upon the church, ver. i.

With gratulation and triumph, the gates of the temple

of God are required to be fet open to the faithful ferv-

ants of Jehovah, who were come out of great tribula-

tion, ver. 2. The redeemed from among men,
next exprefs their faith and confidence in God, and
invite their brethren to place unfhaken truft in his

power and faithfulnefs, ver. 3.—6. In the confellion

made to God, refpecting divine judgments, their

caufes, their equity, and their effects are delineated,

both with regard to the righteous and the wicked,

ver. 7.— 19. The conclufion, which is practical, is

written in the ftyle of a hiftorian, and modelled into

the form of an admonition, fuited to the occafion,

ver. 20, 21.

Vol. II. rt E CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVI.

IN that day fhall this fong be fung in the land

of Judah, We have a ftrong city, falvation

will God appointfor walls and bulwarks.

The time and the place in which this fong mould
be fung, are particularly fpecified. In that day,

wherein the church of God, through the divine fa-

vour, fhall have obtained deliverance from the great

diftreffes in which they had been involved, this fub-

lime fong fhall be recited in the affemblies of the

faints, to exprefs their gratitude to Jehovah for the

mercies they had received. This delightful exercife

was to be performed in the land of Judahy where the

fervants of God refided, who confeffed and praifed

his name. c In Judah God was well known : in Sa-
c lem was his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in
6 ZionV The tribe of Judah was remarkable for

adhering to the kings of the houfe of David, and

cleaving to the worfhip of the true God, after the re-

volt of the other tribes. * When Ephraim compaffed
* God with lies and deceit, Judah ruled with his

* God, and was faithful with his faints j-.' The
church therefore, in the prophecies relating to the

New Teflament, are often fpoken of under this de-

fcription. Thus the prophet Malachi foretold, that,

after the MefTenger of the covenant would make his

appearance, c then fhall the offering of Judah and
c Jerufalem be pleafant unto the Lord as in the days
* of old, as in ancient years

J.'
And, in the words

under our confederation, the land of Judah denotes,

the country poffeffed by the peculiar people of God,
who celebrate his praifes, and rejoice in his falvation.

Indeed, this facred ode is well-fuited to the circum-

ftances of the church under the New Teflament,

* PfaL lxxvi. i, 2. f Hofea xi. 12. t Mai. Hi. 4.

who^
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who, with great propriety, may adopt it into the

number of thofe fpiritual fongs which they fing with

grace in their hearts to the Lord.

We have a Jlrong city. The church, joyful in the

deliverances which God had wrought for them,

triumph in him as their almighty Protector and De-
fence, and contemplate their fituation under the beauti-

ful figure of a ftrong fortified city, proof againft the

attacks of every enemy. There is a peculiar elegance

in our prophet, not exprefling the name of Jehovah in

this period. He fuppofes, that the Perfon of whom
he fpeaks, is well known by the figurative defcription

which he gives of him; that the minds of other

people were as much occupied with thoughts of him
as his own ; and that they were equally engaged

in meditating on the felicity they enjoyed in his fa-

vour. In God, by whofe power and protection they

enjoy agreeable fecurity and perpetual fafety, they

have a ftrong city.
l As the mountains are round

4 about Jerusalem, fo the Lord is round about his

* people, from henceforth even for ever *. He is

* their ftrong rock, for a houfe of defence to fave
c them f

.' To them God is known for a refuge

;

and in him they glory, as their fortrefs and deliverer.

Things are faid to be ftrong, which have power fuffi-

cient to perform whatever is required or expected of

them, and to fuftain any weight or prerlure that is

laid upon them. Transfer this idea of ftrength to the

Lord Jehovah, who is the dwelling-place of his faints

in all generations. In him they have ftrength for per-

forming every fervice affigned them, and for endur-

ing every afRiclion laid upon them, as well as fafety

from every enemy and danger., Let us then, who
profefs to derive all felicity and confolation from con^

nection with this ftrong city, live together in unity

and peace, and in profound fubjeclion to the perfect

law of liberty. In this Hate of complete defence,

* Pfal. cxxv. 2. f Pfal. xxxi. A
formed
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formed by the Lord of hofts, let us triumph in his

praifes, and glorify his name.
Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.

It is not affirmed, that the people of God (hall be fafe,

but that falvation itfelf mall be appointed for walls

and bulwarks. Jefus Chrift, who is God's falvation

to the ends of the earth, and the Author of eternal

falvation to all who oVey him, may be intended in

this expreilion. He gives to his church all that fafety

which they enjoy : and fo completely defends them
from their enemies, that no weapon formed againft

them fhall ever profper ; nor fhall the gates of hell

prevail againft them. ' Violence fhall no more be
* heard in thy land, wading nor deftru&ion within
' thy borders ; but thou fhalt call thy walls Salvation,
* and thy gates PraifeV Of the fame import is the

;

promife made by the prophet Zechariah :
c For (faith,

* the Lord) I will be unto her a wall of fire round
* about, and the glory in the midfl of her f.' We
ought, as we are called upon by the king of Ifrael, to

tell the towers of Zion, and to mark well her bul-

warks. Three of them at prefent rife into view, which
merit our attention, i. The watchful providence of

God, which is thus beautifully delineated by his ferv-

ant Mofes :
' The land which ye go to polTefs, is a

* land which the Lord thy God careth for : the eyes
* of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the
* beginning to the end of the year

J.'
2. Another

impregnable bulwark of the church, are the promifes

of God, by which he exprefTes his good-will toward;

them in the flrongeft and mod comfortable terms

:

of thefe, the prophet Samuel gives a delightful fpeci-

men :
' The Lord will not forfake his people for his

* great name's fake, becaufe it pleafed the Lord to
* make them his people

J.' 3. The laft bulwark
of the church which I now mention, is the ipecial

* Ifaiah lx. 18. f Zech. ii. 5. % Deut. xi. 12.

)l
1 Sam. xii. 22.

prefence
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prefence of the Almighty, which at once illuminates,

comforts, and defends them ; and difpofes them to

fay with David, ' We will fear no evil ; for thou art

* with us V How noble the confidence infpired by
the contemplation of fuch a fure defence, which the

mod fubtile and powerful enemies can neither break

through, undermine, nor overleap ! If then you think

that you may fafely confide in it, as fufficient to refill

the attacks of your adverfaries, come and bring all

tn it you have within thefe walls, and trufl in them
for ever,

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous na-

tion which keepeth the truth may enter in.

Another chorus is introduced, demanding admif-

fion to the faithful confeflbrs of the truth, who were
refcued from great tribulation, not only into the

earthly, but into the celeftial city and temple of God,
that they might enjoy intimate communion with

him. Open ye the gates. The call is addrefTed to

the perfons intruded with (hutting thefe doors againfl

the unworthy, and of opening them to thofe who
have right to enter through the gates into the city :

the watchmen, who are fet upon the walls, and at the

gates of the city ; overfeers, paftors, and minifters, en-

lightened by the Spirit of God, and pofTeiTed of ipi-

ritual difcernment, who are acquainted with the cha-

racters and privileges of the faints ; and the celeftial

fpirits, who (land at the gates of the heavenly Jerusa-

lem, and minifter to the heirs of falvation. To them
the requeft is directed, of granting accefs to the

righteous nation, into the earthly and heavenly temple

of God* In Pfal. cxviii. which bears foine refem-

blance to this facred ode, the divine poet demands
admiflion into the courts of the Lord's houfe, by the

gates of righteoufnefs, that he might go in, and praife

* Pfal. xxiii, 4.

the
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the Lord. The fervants of God under the former
difpenfation, looked beyond things earthly and typi-

cal, to thofe fpiritual and heavenly good things which
they were intended to reprefent. Through the gates

leading to the temple of God at Jerufalem, David
faw the gates of righteoufnefs, which lead into the

houfe of God, eternal in the heavens. It may not be

improper to remark, that the Hebrew word tranflated

righteoufnefs, alfo fignifies truth. The words rendered

the Sun of righteoufnefs, with equal propriety, dencfce

the Sun of truth, or true Sun : in like manner, the

gates of righteoufnefs, are the gates of truth, or the

true gates ; the facrifices of righteoufnefs, are the fa-

crifices of truth, or the true facrifices, which receive

the divine approbation and acceptance. The gates

which, I fuppofe, were chiefly intended here, were the

true gates, which lead into the heavenly jerufalem,

the city of the living God ; though thofe which were
typical might be likewife included. To open thefe

gates, is to give admiffion to the citizens of Zion that

is above, into the prefence of God, that they may en-

joy delightful communion with him, and all the in-

eftimable privileges to which they are exalted.

That the righteous nation which keepeth the truth

may enter in. The confeflbrs of the truth, who had
come out of great tribulation, are defcribed by two,

characters intimately connected with one another—
The righteous nation, or, as they are elfewhere call-

ed, the generation and the congregation of the righ-

teous. They are a nation, in as much as they are a

numerous people, who live in dutiful fubjedion to

the Prince of the kings of the earth, who participate

in the glorious prerogatives belonging to the kingdom
of God, and are governed by his perfect law of liberty.

They are a righteous nation, having received abun-

dance of the gift of righteoufnefs ; and, having their

hearts purified by faith, they are admitted into the

divine favour, and bring forth the fruits of righteouf-

nefs, to the glory and praife of God. Which keep-

. eth
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€tb the truth. By the truth, feems to be meant the

word of God, whereby the church is fanctified ; em-
phatically ftyled, the Truth, both in the Old and
New Teftaments. It comprehends the true and faith-

ful fayings of God ; his divine law, with all the pro-

mifes and threatenings annexed to it, which are

worthy of the molt undoubted credit, and may be

firmly relied on. An ingenious writer remarks,

that " Sceptics may wrangle, and mockers may blaf-

" pheme : but the pious man knows, by evidence too
" fublime for their comprehenfion, that his affections

" are not mifplaced, and that his iiopes (hall not be
" difappointed, by evidence which, to every found
" mind, is fully fatisfa&ory ; but which, to the
" humble and tender-hearted, is altogether everlaft-

" ing, irrefiltible, and divine *." This facred truth

they keep as a folemn charge committed to their

truft ; they lay it up in their hearts, they revolve it

in their minds, they embrace it with their affections,

they obferve it as the unerring rule of their conduct,

and keep it with their whole hearts, even unto the

end. ' Here are they that keep the commandments
6 of God, and the faith of Jefus f

.'-——Such is the
6 righteous nation that keepeth the truth, to whom
6 the gates of righteoufnefs are cpened, Serioufly

confider, my brethren, if you belong to this happy
fociety. Do you love righteoufnefs, and do you fol-

low after it ? Do you know and believe, do you love

and obey the truth ? Do you delight in the law of the

Lord, after the inner man ; and keep his ftatutes and
judgments, and do them ? Inquiries of this fort, urged

upon the conscience, at proper feafons, may prove ufe-

ful, through the divine blemng, to bring you acquaint-

ed with your fpiritual condition, and to enable you to

afcertain your right of being admitted into the pre-

fence and glory of God. Summon yourfelves to ap-

pear before the tribunal of your own confciences:

* Beattie on Truth, part i. chap. il. f Rev. xiv. 12.

attend
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attend ro the evidences peculiar to thofe who belong
to the righteous nation, laid before you in fcripture

:

carefully compare yourfelves with them ; and exa-

mine into your own (late by the proofs which are there

adduced, and from thence judge of your real charac-

ter. By the right performance of this duty, you may
be delivered from perplexing fears : you may become
lively and active in your Matter's work ; and be dif-

pofed to wait, with hope and patience, for the crown
of righteoufnefs, that fadeth not away.

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, wbofe
mind is flayed on thee : becaufe he trufleth in

thee.

In thefe words, addreffed to the Lord Jehovah, the

church exprefTeth their confidence in him, and the

lively hope they entertained, of experiencing the fe-

renity, and confolation refulting from unfhaken trufl

in his power and faithfulnefs. To flay, is to wait

with fixed well-fupported expectation ; to maintain

entire conflant dependence upon him on whom we
rely, as fully fufficient to fuftain our hopes, and gra-

tify our defires, The mind is flayed upon God, when,
after various agitations, it returns to him as its quiet

reft, firmly depending upon his all-fufficiency, for

every needful promifed bleffing. This is the happy at-

tainment of the man that feareth the Lord, and delight-

eth greatly in his commandments :
* He mall not be

i afraid of evil tidings : his heart is fixed, trufling in

' the Lord. His heart is eflablifhed, he fhall not be
* afraid V This is what the apoflle Paul emphati-

cally calls,
c being rooted and built up in Chrifl, and

< the ftedfaflnefs of faith in Chrifl f.'
Of this liabi-

lity, he elfewhere adduces the patriarch Abraham, as-

a remarkable in'ftance :
' He daggered not at the pro~

4 mife of God through unbelief ; but was flrong in

* Pfal, csii. 7, 8. f Col. ii. $. 7.

< faith,
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* faith, giving glory to God : and being fully per-
' fuaded, that what he had promifed, he was able alfo
6 to perform*.* The Father of the faithful well

knew, that with God all things are poflible : that his

veracity was pledged for the accomplifhment of his

promifes ; and, therefore, he was not difcouraged by
the difficulties which lay in the way of their fulfil-

ment. His mind was ftaid upon God. That we
may enjoy this precious blefling, this happy temper,

let us frequently and carefully review the fure grounds

upon which truft in God is founded, and endeavour

clearly to perceive how adequate they are to fupport

our mod enlarged expectations. He whofe mind
is thus (laid upon God,

Thou wilt keep him in perfecl peace. Peace may
here denote, that undifturbed tranquillity of mind,

which arifes from the enjoyment of the protection of

divine providence, the gracious prefence and enrich-

ing blefling of God, with the abundant confolations

of the holy Spirit. This peace is dignified with the

chara&eriftic of perfecl:, to exprefs its incomparable

excellence, its happy influence, and endlefs perpe-

tuity. It is the fruit of that complete righteoufnefs,

which is emphatically ftyled, the righteoufnefs of

God : it preferves its pofleflbrs compofed and ferene,

amidft the greateft ftorms with which they may be

aflaulted. The tribulations of this world, the tempta-

tions of Satan, cannot deprive them of this inefti-

mable treafure. c In me,* faith Jefus Chrift to his

difciples, * ye fhall have peace.' In the Hebrew
text, the word peace is twice repeated, as you fee in

the margin of fome Bibles. Peace is a pleafant word,

a defirable blefling ; and, therefore, our prophet

with pleafure repeated it. By this repetition, he in-

timates the certainty, the excellence, and abundance
of this precious blefling, with which they are favour-

ed, whofe minds are (laid upon God ; or, he ex-

* Rom. iv. 20, 21.

Voi,. II. 3 F preffes
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prefles the internal tranquillity which they fhould ex-

perience, in confequence of peace with God and their

own consciences, the external freedom from every

difturbance which they lhould enjoy, fo far as con-

fident with the purpofe and glory of God. The
reafon is fubjoined in the following words : Becaufe

he trujleth in thee. The love and companion of God
will not fuffer thofe who confide in his mercy, power,

and veracity, to continue in difquietude and per-

plexity, but will confer upon them the peace and joy

of his falvation. He hath pronounced them blefled,

that truft in him ; and, therefore, they fhall be blefled.

By his faithful promife, he (lands engaged to preferve

them in the poueflion of holy ferenity of mind ; and
he will not fuffer his faithfulnefs to fail.

c Peace,*

faith he, ' I leave with you : my peace I give unto
' you ; not as the world giveth, give I unto youV
The Son of God will not deal unjuftly and deceitfully

with you, who are his difciples, as the world often

does : nor are the rich donations he bellows upon you,

held by the uncertain tenure that you hold the gifts

which you receive from the men of the world. Trufl

in God, and love his law ; and you mall have great

peace : you fhall have both external and internal tran-

quillity. ' The peace of God that paffeth all under-
* (landing, fhall keep your hearts and minds through
* Chrifl Jefus f. The God of peace fill you with all

* joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in

* hope, through the power of the Holy Ghofl J.'

Whatever may be your external circumftances, be

allured, that they that truft in the Lord fhall be fafe.

4 Truft ye in the Lord for ever : for in the

Lord JEHOVAH is everlafting flrength.

Mankind, in their prefent flate, are truly indigent

and helplefs. We feel innumerable wants that we

* John xiv. 27. f Philip, iv. 7. J Rom. xv. 13.

are
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1

are unable to fupply, which, however, muft be re-

lieved, to render our circumftances happy and com-
fortable. We ourfelves, with every thing around us,

are precarious and uncertain. All our expectations

from the creatures may fail, and be difappointed ; or

our capacity for enjoying the bleflings of providence

may be fuddenly loft, by a thoufand accidents that we
can neither forefee nor prevent. In a moral view, we
are (till more indigent and dependent. Being tranf-

greflbrs againfl God, we need mercy, to pardon our

many aggravated iniquities ; and grace, to fubdue

our powerful corrupt paflions, to heal our difeafed

natures, and to furnifh us for every good work. We
are foolifh, and void of understanding ; and require

inftruction, to make us wife unto falvation : we are

liable to death and* deftruction, and cannot fecure

ourfelves from them for one day ; and therefore we
need deliverance from the fear of death, and the

dreadful confequences of diffolution. It is evident

then to a demonflration, that the gracious interpofi-

tion of Jehovah is abfolutely requifite, not only to de-

fend us from evil, but to render our condition per-

manent and comfortable. In fuch circumftances,

convinced of our own weaknefs and infufficiency, we
ought to commit ourfelves unto God, who encou-

rageth us to place our confidence in his mercy,

power, and faithfulnefs. The practice of this much-
neglected duty, is frequently inculcated in the fcrip-

tures, by the mod powerful motives, and animating

profpecls. In this fnblime fong, the chorus of the

redeemed, when celebrating the praifes of God, on
account of the feafonable fupport they had received

in time of affliction, and the happy ftate to which
they v/ere advanced, warmjy invite all who hear their

voice, to truft in Jehovah. The fathers, who had ex-

perienced the divine mercy, call upon their children,

after their example, to place their confidence in the

Almighty ; the priefts and paftors of the people per-

fuade thofe of whom they have the inflection, to put

their.
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their truft in the Lord ; whilft the faithful of every

defcription, who had difcovered the omnipotent arm
of Jehovah exerted for their defence, encourage one
another to place their hope in God.

Truft ye in the Lord. To truft in the Lord, is,,

through the influence of his Spirit, and the mediation

of his Son, in the diligent ufe of appointed means, to

repofe confidence in the Almighty, for direction in

the way of life, for afliftance in performing duty, for

protection from evil, for fupport under affliction, pro-

vifion in time of need, and the enjoyment of eternal

falvation. It is firmly to rely on him in every condi-

tion, even the mod adverfe, for fafety in danger, for

the fupply of our neceflities, for the removal of evil 5

the bellowing of what is good, and for fafe conduct*

through all difficulties, to his heavenly kingdom. It

is to intrufl all our concerns, temporal and fpiritual,

Into his blefTed hands ; and to refer all our interefts

wholly to his difpofal, who is able to keep the good
thing that we commit to his care. It is to cart our

burden upon the Lord, who alone can fuftain it ; to

run to him as our flrong tower, that we may be fafe

;

to call all our care upon him, that careth for us ; ta

refort to him as our dwelling-place, and to abide un-

der the fhadow of his wings : faying of the Lord, He
is our refuge, and our fortrefs ; our God, in whom
we will truft. Hence it appears to be compofed of

the combined lively exercile of faith and hope, dik

playing their proper influence upon the temper and
conduct. This facred confidence in God, ftrengthens

the mind againft every oppofition, fortifies it againfl

every danger, and enables it nobly to furmount every

difcouragement. It places a continual guard upon
the heart ; it fills the foul with ierenity and peace ; it

repels the attacks of enemies ; it preferves from anxi-

ous folicitude, as to futurity ; it alleviates the weight

of afflictions ; and renders thofe who live under its

influence, cautious and circumfpect in the whole of

their conduct. It is a fovereign remedy for every

diftrefs

;
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diftrefs ; it diverts temptation of its force ; it gives

ftrength, under a confcious fenfe of vveaknefs ; and
teaches to glory in infirmities, if fo be the power of

Chrift may reft upon us. It renders temporal bene-

fits fufficient to accomplifh the purpofes for which
they were intended ; and brings fufficiency from God,
to thofe who, in themfelves, are infufpcient for any
good thing. In few words, by trufting in God, we
give him the glory due to his name, and derive from
him the mod iubftantial advantages—therefore doth

he frequently inculcate upon us,

Truji ye in the Lord. Jehovah ought to be the fole

object of our confidence. Better it is to truft in God
than to put confidence in princes, in the greateft and
bed of men. Some perfons there may be, the fmce-

rity of whole friendfhip we have no reafon to fufpecl

:

their difpofitions toward us, however, may foon alter

;

and, though their friendfhip fhould be continued, they

may not have the ability to do us good, which they

fondly wifh to poffels ; and notwithstanding they have

both inclination and ability to fhew us kindnefs, they

may be fnatched away at the very time we moft

need their afTiflance. Ceafe, therefore, from man,
whofe breath is in his noftrils ; and truft in the living-

God, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy.

Nor may we confide in worldly advantages, which
are all fluctuating and uncertain, and cannot afford

any permanent ground whereon to reft our depend-

ence. Some truft in chariots, and fome in horfes

;

fome truft in their bow, and their fword ; fome in

their fortrefles, and armies ; fome truft in their wealth,

and boaft themfelves in the multitude of their riches.

All thefe are only frail props, that are infufficient to

fupport thofe who are fo foolifh as to rely upon them.

Remember ye the name of the Lord our God : truft

in his mercy for ever, and not in lying vanities.

Nor yet may we truft in ourfelves ; in our natural

endowments, our acquired accomplifhments, our mo-
ral qualifications, our church-privileges, or our reli-

gious
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gious performances. Neither birth nor , beauty,

ftrength nor learning, neither prudence nor friends,

nor even good conduct, are proper grounds whereon
to place our confidence. Being in themfelves ex-

tremely precarious, they are unworthy to be ac-

counted the bafis of hope and reliance. Beware then *

of tru fling in any of thefe things.

Confide in the glorious perfections of Jehovah,,

Rely on his almighty power, who ftretched out the

heavens as a curtain, and laid the foundations of the

earth. He is the ftrong and mighty God, for whom
nothing is impoflible, and who is able to do exceed-

ing abundantly above all that we can afk or think.

Our necefiities are many and great ; our requefts,

however, may exceed them much : though we afk

great things, yet our thoughts may be ftretched be-

yond our prayers ; but the power of God far tran-

fcends them all, and can more than gratify our mod
enlarged defires, and fuftain infinitely greater weight

than we can lay upon it. On this immoveable founda-

tion, build all your confidence; and then, though

the winds blow, and the rain defcend, and the ftorm

beat, you (hall not be moved. Depend on his con-

fummate goodnefs, of which the moil amiable repre-

fentations are every where given in the word of God,
fuited to convey relief to indigent finful creatures,

* The Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies

* are over all his works. The Lord is good, and a?

* ftrong hold in the day of trouble : he is good to

* the foul that feeketh him, and to them that hope in

* his mercy.' Do not the folemn declarations of his

mercy and grace, the exceeding great and precious

promifes of the gofpel, and, above all, the million of

his only begotten Son into this world, to be the pro-

pitiation for our fins ; and the gift of the holy Spirit,

to be the Comforter ; evince, in the ftrongeft manner

poflible, the exuberant riches of that goodnefs on

which we ought to found our hopes. It were eafy to

fwell this article by a large induction of particulars

:

but
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but I mult not flay at prefent, to fpeak of the other

divine excellencies of Jehovah, on which we ought

to place an unfhaken confidence. Thofe now men-
tioned, may futtice as a fpecimen of his all-fufficiency,

to fupport and relieve thofe who truft in him.

Rely on his kind providence. Every thing, in this

prefent (late, is fubject to uncertainty and change, and
therefore cannot with fafety be depended upon. In-

deed, there is not a furer way to difappointment and
vexation, than to form large expectations from the

enjoyment of worldly poffeflions, and to promife our-

felves their continuance with us. The bed concerted

fchemes, the faireft profpects, are often blafted, when
they were expected to give the higheft fatisfaclion.

Profperity frequently leaves men, at the very time

they entertained the moll pleafing hopes of its conti-

nuance. This uncertainty of all earthly things, which
renders them unworthy of confidence, is reprefented

in fcripture by a variety of flrong affecting defcrip-

tions, that you would do well attentively to con-

fider. Rely then on the providence of God, which
fuflains all the creatures in exiftence, which fuperin-

tends all the affairs of mankind, and extends its pecu-

liar infpection and care to the upright among men.
His kind attention is more efpecially fixed upon his

faithful fervants, as we learn from many paflages in

the record of God. ' The eyes of the Lord run to

* and fro throughout the whole earth, to fhew him-
6

felf flrong in behalf of them, whofe heart is perfect

' toward him *. The eyes of the Lord are upon them
* that fear him : upon them that hope in his mercy f.
' The fleps of a good man are ordered by the Lord ;

* and he delighteth in his way}.' In every condi-

tion, then, commit yourfelves, with all your con-

cerns, to his direction and protection, who prefervetli

and provideth for all his creatures, and who alloweth

not thofe that truft in him to lack any good thing.

* 2 Chron. xvi. 9. f Pfai xxxiii. 18. + Pfal. xxxvii. 23.

Let
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Let every enterprife in which you engage, be begun,

carried on, and ended, in humble dependence on his

providence and bleffing.

Depend upon his faithful prornifes. God hath been

gracioufly pleafed, not only to give us command-
ments, to point out our duty ; but he hath alfo given

us prornifes of ineftimable bleflings, fuited to our cir-

cumitances and neceiTities. To encourage us firmly

to rely upon them, he hath engrofled them in his

teflimony, which cannot be broken. To give us the

moft inviolable fecurity for their fulfilment, and to

convey the ftrongeft confolation, he hath confirmed

them by his folemn oath : and becaufe he could fwear

by no greater, he fware by himfelf, that, by his oath,

he might put an end to all ftrife, in the minds of the

heirs of promife. Having entered them in his ever-

lading covenant, which is well ordered in all things,

and lure, it is impoflible that they can be either al-

tered or difannulled. * For the mountains fhall de-

' part, and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs
c

(hall not depart from thee, neither fhall the cove-
c nant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that

* hath mercy on thee.*.' Heaven and earth fhall pafs

away ; but his word fhall in nowife pafs away, until

all be fulfilled. His people therefore, in all ages,

have happily experienced his inviolable truth and

faithfulnefs ; who, according to his promife, hath

given them all things pertaining to life and godlinefs.

Trufl then, with unfufpecting confidence, in the un-

changeable veracity of God, pledged for the accom-

plifhment of his prornifes in due feafon. ' God is not

* a man, that he mould lie, neither the fon of man,
* that he fhould repent : hath he faid, and fhall he
1 not do it ? or hath he fpoken, and fhall he not

make it good f
?'

Trufl ye in the Lord for ever. There are fome

duties incumbent upon us at one time, which would

* Ifaiah liv. 10. f Numb, xxiii. 19.

be
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be very improper at another. To worfhip God, is

indifpenfably requifite at particular feafons, though
not on all occafions ; whereas trufl: in the Lord, is

required at all times. Hence the invitation runs

thus :
c Trufl: in him at all times, ye people *.' This

fpiritual exercife is fuited to every ftate, though more
efpecially neceffary in fome circumftances wherein

we are placed. Particularly, In profperity, when the

candle of the Lord fhineth upon our heads, and by
his light we walk through darknefs. Then ought

we to trufl: in the Lord, that he will guard us againft

the temptations to which affluence may expofe, that

he will preferve us from placing our happinefs in

worldly pofTeflions, that he will difpofe us to be fober

and cheerful in ufing the benefits he beftows, and
teach us to confider them as motives to patient conti-

nuance in well-doing—that he will enable us to che-

rifh thofe difpofitions, and to follow that line of con-

duct, by which we may adorn the doctrines of God
our Saviour.—In adverfity, when deprived of the

comforts we enjoyed, and diftrefled with afflictions of

various kinds, we ought to trufl: in the Lord, that he

will enable us aright to confider the fources from

whence they proceed ; and to fuftain them with be-

coming humility, patience, refignation, and fortitude ;

and make all our prefent, light, and momentary af-

flictions to work for us a far more exceeding and an

eternal weight of glory.- Amidfl: all our perplexi-

ties, when diffracted with doubts and difficulties, let us

trufl: in the Lord, that he will fend forth his light and

truth to be our guides ; that he will make light to arife

in darknefs ; that he will teach us the way that we
ihould choofe ; and, by his good Spirit, conduct us

to the land of uprightnefs. In every (tage of life,

when furrounded with dangers, and even in its con-

cluding fcenes, when death approaches, let us cheriih

the pleafing hope, that God will be ever at our right

* Pfal. lxii. 8,

Vol. II. 3 G hand,
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hand, and that he will encompafs us with his fa-*

vour as with a fhield ; determined, with God's ferv-

ant Job, that, though he flay us, yet we will trufl

in him. In this manner, trufl in the Lord for ever.

—

To recommend the practice of this important duty, a

very powerful argument is fubjoined in the latter part

of the verfe, which I proceed to illuftrate.

For in the Lord Jehovah is everlajiing Jlrength, or,

according to the marginal tranflation, * the rock of
6 ages.

5 The prophet doth not fimply write, the

Lord is the rock of ages, but he prefixes a prepofi-

tion to the name Jehovah, which he ufed in the

firfl part of the verfe.' In this peculiar form, the ex-

preflion refembles that ufed by Hofea, where God
faith, c In me is thine help * ;' and not, I am thy

help. A learned commentator f obferves, that the

names here given to the Mod High, are efpecially ap-

plied to him, when he is fpoken of as the Saviour of

his people, who hath given fome eminent difplay of

his grace and power for their deliverance ; in proof

of which, he refers to Exod. xv. 2. and Pfal. cxviii. 5.

Thefe names fignifkantly exprefs his dominion,

power, and righteoufnefs, united with the mcfl ami-

able condefcenfion and grace, which are always il-

luflrioufly manifefted in the falvation of his people.

Hence we may conclude, that this glorious title juftly

belongs to the Son of God; the mighty One, on
whom our help is laid ; the true Mefliah, the Meffen-

ger, in whom is the name Jehovah, the Author of all

the temporal and eternal falvations enjoyed by the

church of God.
He is the rock of ages ; a firm, durable, and im-

moveable rock, not made with hands ; that cannot

be injured without the moft imminent danger, and
which affords protection and defence to thofe that

flee to it. This figurative description reminds us of

his eternity, immutability, and power, fhewn in the

* Hofea juii. 9. f Vitringa in loc.

defence
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defence of his people ; and is frequently applied to

him in thofe beautiful odes, in which the high praifes

of our Redeemer is celebrated by the faints. Mofes,

Hannah, and David, all ufe this noble metaphor in

their fongs *. Jehovah is the rock of ages ; the

dwelling-place of his people in all generations,

wherein they have found agreeable protection from
dorms and enemies, enjoyed facred repofe and tran-

quillity, and been furnifhed with the mod important

bleffings and reviving confolations. From his glori-

ous all-fufficiency, they derive plentiful fupplies of

every thing neceflary to their real felicity. This hath

been the high privilege of the upright fervants of God
in every period. When the patriarchs, Abraham,
Ifaac, and Jacob, fojourned in drange countries, in

Egypt, in Gerar, and Padan-aram, wandering from
place to place, the Lord was their rock and habita-

tion. In all their journeys, and in all their troubles,

God provided for their fafety. When their poderity

was in Egypt, he gave them the land of Gofhen for

their refidence ; in the wildernefs, he made ample
provifion for their necellities : his prefence attended

them, and he gave them red. Thofe ancient worthies,

who had no certain dwelling-place, and wandered
about in deferts and mountains, had the Mod High
for their rock and fortrefs, in whom they always

found refuge. Hath the Lord Jehovah been the

rock of pad ages, and hath this been his memorial, in

the church, through every period ? then may we judly

conclude, that he will ever continue to be all that to

his people which he hath been to them in times pad.

The immutability of his nature, the perpetuity of his

love, his grace and mercy that faileth never, give

comfortable aiTurance, that thofe who now truft in

him, fhall enjoy the fame, and greater benefits, than

thofe who confided in him in times pad.

* Deut. xxxii. 3. 1 Sam. ii. 2.

In
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In the Lord Jehovah is Jlrength. Once and again

have we heard, that power belongeth unto God : it

originally, eflentially, and independently belongs to

him. If we fpeak of ftrength, Lo, he is ftrong. By
the word of his power, he at firft created, and dill

upholdeth all things : he fpake, and it was done ; he
commanded, and it flood fad. What an aftonifhing

difplay doth Jehovah give of his power, in governing,

according to his pleafure, angels who excel in ftrength^

men who are puffed up with pride, and devils who
are poffefifed of a principle of refiftance, invincible by
any other than divine power !

c Whatfoever the Lord
* pleafed, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the
<

leas, and in all deep places *.' What memorable
inftances of irrefiftible ftrength, on fome occafions,

hath he exhibited, by counteracting the courfe of

nature; drying up the waters of the Red Sea, to

make a way for his people ; arrefting the fun in the

midft of heaven, fo that he hafted not to go down for

about a whole day, that they might have time com^
pletely to vanquish their enemies

;
preferving Sha-<

drach, Mefhech, and Abednego, from being hurt in

the midft of a burning fiery furnace ; (hutting the

mouths of the lions, into whofe den the prophet Da-
niel was thrown ! Befides thefe, many other inftances

might be mentioned. What glorious demonftrations

of omnipotent ftrength hath he prcfented to view, by
the redemption of the church, the fuccefs of the go-

fpel, the converfion of the nations ! and what rich ma-
nifeftations of the exceeding greatnefs of his mighty
power hath he given, in his working in them that be-

lieve | ! Truft then in the Lord, who is clothed with

ftrength. Let your confidence in his power and faith-

fulnefs be confirmed and eftablifhed, by the contem-
plation of thefe, and other exertions of omnipotence.

Amidft all the obftacles that difcourage you, the

diftrefles that aflail you, the weaknefles, temptations,

* Pfal. cxxxv. 6. f Eph. i. 19, 20.

and
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and dangers wherewith you may be embarrafTed, con*

fide in the almighty Saviour. wTho is able to fubdue
all things unto himfelf, that he will perfect ftrength

in your weaknefs, and make you more than con-

querors.

In the Lord Jehovah is everlajringjtrength. Human
power is extremelv limited, and foon decays. Men
who are able to amft their friends at one time, may
be totally unable to help them at another, when they

(land as much, or more, in need of their aid. Man's
ability to affift and relieve his fellow-creatures, ib of

fhort duration; whereas the ftrength of Jehovah is

all-fuflicient and eternal. It continues for ever inva-

riably the fame : it is not in the leafl impaired by
exertion :

6 His hand is not (hortened, that it cannot
* fave ; neither is his ear heavy, that he cannot he^r.'

His power, like himfelf, is from everlafting to ever-

lafting, without any variablenefs or fhadow of turn-

ing, ever ready to be employed in behalf of them that

truft in him, * Haft thou not known, haft thou not
4 heard, that the eternal God, the Lord, the Creator
4 of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is

' weary * ? Our fears of change, in the difpofitions

of a friend, often prevent from placing an unfufpecl:-

ing confidence in his kindnefs ; but no fuch appre-

henfions can be entertained with refpecl to God.
The immutability of his nature puts him infinitely

above every fufpicion of change, and encourages us

to continual truft and dependence upon him. This
divine attribute fheds a luftre on all the other perfec-

tions of Jehovah : it adds unfpeakable glory to his

love and veracity ; and forms an immoveable ftay,

whereon our truft and confidence may for ever reft.

He is not fubjefl: to the lead decay : his nature can
never change : his excellencies admit of no alteration

;

nor can his ftrength be at all.diminifhed. Thus

* Ifaiah xl. 28.

have
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have I explained the nature of truft in the Lord, and
the argument whereby it is here enforced.

That I may proportion this difcourfe, not to the

extent of the fubje£t, but to the length of thefe exer-

cifes, I fhall not enlarge. Permit me, however, fo-

lemnly to call you to truft in the Lord, who can
fupply all your wants, who can forgive all your fins,

vanquifh all your corrupt paflions, and give you vic-

tory over all your enemies. He can furnifh you for

every good work, fuflain you under the preflure of

affliction, and exalt you to immortal felicity. Do
not queftion his infinite power and goodnefs, as did

Ifraei of old : think not that you would be guilty of

prefumption, did you expect to obtain the glorious

privileges that God conferreth upon his peculiar

people, if you truft in his mercy and power. Recol-

ledr. what he hath done in the world, for the church,

and for yourfelves -, and thereby be encouraged to

commit your way unto the L»ord. ' BlefTed is the
* man that maketh the Lord his truft ; and refpe&etk
c not the proud, nor fuch as turn afide to liesV
To conclude, let every Chriftian adopt the language

appropriated by Jefus Chrift to himfelf, in the laft

moments of his life :
£ In thee, O Lord, do I put my

4
truft, let me never be afhamed : deliver me in thy

c righteoufnefs f
.' Thefe words, with what follows

them, inform us of the thoughts that paffed in the

mind of our dying Saviour, during his excruciating

fufferings. What a noble fpe&acle ! what an illuf-

trious example of filial confidence, and unfhaken

truft, in his heavenly Father ! He fuftains all his ago-

nies with calm refignation : he clofes his life with an

affectionate recommendation of his foul unto the

hands of Jehovah, and a joyful aflurance of a glorious

refurrection. This is dying, indeed, in a manner
worthy of our great Redeemer. Let us endeavour

to become intimately acquainted with this compaf-

* Pfal. xl. 4. f Pfal.'xxxi. 1.

fionats
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fionate Saviour, and mighty Conqueror ; and look to

him, who hath (hewed us how to live, and how to

die, for the grace of the holy Spirit, to enable us to

imitate him, that, with like truft and refignation, we
may pafs through life, and the valley of the fhadow
of death, into the prefence of our heavenly Father,

where are fulnefs of joys, and rivers of pleafures, for

ever more.

5 H For he bringeth down them that dwell

on high, the lofty city he layeth it low, he lay-

eth it low, even to the ground, he bringeth it

even to the duft.

Thefe words contain a powerful argument, intend-

ed to excite the church to truft in the Lord : it is

deduced from the certain triumph which they fhall

enjoy over their proud enemies. The inhabitants or

Babylon feem to be the people which are defcribed

as dwelling on high. They were remarkable for their

pride and haughtinefs, and their deteftation of the

people of God, whom they vexed, led captive, and
opprefled ; and therefore may be juftly confidered

as reprefenting the enemies of the church of God in

all ages, who poffefs the fame tempers, and follow

the fame line of conduct. Great Babylon, fpoken of

by the prophet in the preceding chapter, ver. 2. and
12. which was f. rrounded by very high walls, was,

I fuppofe, the lofty city, whofe overthrow is here

predicted. This fuperb city the Lord Jehovah laid

low, even to the ground : he demolifhed its broad and
high walls ; he broke in pieces the gates of brafs

;

he fwept it with the befom of deftruction ; he con-

verted it into pools of water, and made it a povTeflion

for the bittern. In the defolation of this ftrong

city, we behold an image of the complete deftruction

of all the implacable enemies of the church of God,
who fhall arluredly be brought down to the duft, to

the loweft and moft contemptible ftate. Thus doth

God,
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God, by abafing them that walk in pride, demon-
ftrate, that he is pofleiTed of everlafting ftrength,

which he employs in humbling them that exalt them-

felves, and in protecting them that confide in him.

6 The foot fhall tread it down, even the feet

of the poor, and the fteps of the needy.

The adverfaries of the people of God are ofteA

fubdued by thofe who are efteemed the meanefr. and
mod contemptible inftruments that divine vengeance

could employ. The walls of the city Jericho were

made to fall to the ground, by means of a few poor

people, who went round them, blowing with rams
horns. Three hundred men, under the command of

Gideon, vanquifhed the numerous hods of Midian.

The gates of Babylon were opened to Cyrus, at the

head of an army of Medes and Perflans, who regard-

ed not filver, nor delighted in gold; and, by this

event, the prediction before us was literally fulfilled.

1 apprehend, however, that the poor and needy,

chiefly intended in this verfe, are the fubjects of Mef-

fiah the Prince, to whom this character is frequently

given in fcripture, becaufe they are poor in fpirit,

and needy of every fpiritual bleffing, which God fea-

ibnably confers upon them. Perfons of this defcrip-

tion, mall tread down the lofty city : they fhall tri-

umph over their haughty enemie -, by whom they

have been infulted and oppreffed ; and their poffef-

fioris fhall be converted to the ufe and benefit of the

church of God.

7 The way of the juft is uprightnefs : thou

moil upright, doft weigh the path of the juft.

The chorus of the faints begin their confemon of

the rectitude of divine difpenlations, and the equity

of God's judgments, by acknowledging his conde-

fcending regard to the uprightnefs of their conduct.

—

The
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The character of juft, or righteous, is often given to

good men in fcripture. Noah, Simeon, Cornelius,

and many others, Jiave this honourable teftimony

given to them, that they were righteous. It is writ-

ten concerning the people of God in general, that
* they fhall be all righteousV They are juftified,

not by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jefus

Chrift, through whofe righteoufnefs they are pardon-

ed, and accepted of God f . Their hearts are alfo pu-

rified by faith, to obey the truth through the Spirit

;

and thus they are furnifhed for every good work.
Knowing, that not the hearers, but the doers of the

law, are jufl before God, they have a refpect to all

his commandments ; and obferve his precepts dili-

gently with their whole hearts, even to the end.

Like c Zacharias and Elizabeth, they are righteous be-
c fore God, and walk in all his commandments and
* ordinances blamelefs

J.'
The way of the juft,

comprehends their whole temper and conduct ; their

thoughts, words, and actions, throughout the various

circumftances and relations in which they are placed

by divine providence. It includes all the duties re-

quired by divine authority, by the faithful perfor-

mance of which, we proceed in the path of life, that

leads to the heavenly and better country. This way
is extolled on account of its uprightnefs. The form
of exprefllon here ufed, is much more forcible and
elegant than if it had been faid, the way of the jufl: is

upright. It highly merits this defcription, as it is

pointed out by the Lord, who is upright, and in

whom there is no unrighteoufnefs : it is a plain path,

perfectly free from all perverfity and crookednefs;

and the juft walk in it with undiflembled fmcerity

and truth. They are upright in their hearts, in their

converfation, in their commerce and promifes, indeed

in their whole conduct, fo that, with great propriety,

their way is faid to be uprightnefs. * They rejoice

* Ifaiah lx. 21.
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c therefore in the teftimony of their confidences, that,
c in fimplicity and godly fmcerity, not with flefhly
c wifdom, but by the grace of God, they have their

* converfation in the world */ Take heed, my
brethren, that your way, like the path of the juft, be
uprightnefs. Unlefs you are fincere and upright, all

that you fay, all that you do, all that you fuffer, will

avail you nothing, before that God, who hath plea-

fure in uprightnefs, and beholds the upright with a

pleafant countenance. Suppofe that you attend regu-

larly on the institutions of divine worfhip, fuppofe

that you are juft in your transactions with one ano*

ther, and careful to avoid many evils, yet if you are

not upright in what you do, you will be rejected by
him, who hateth the deceitful as well as the bloody

man.
Thou moft upright. If the way of the juft is up-

rightnefs, how much more, O Lord, are thy ways,

and thy judgments ! In this amiable character, God
is celebrated by his fervant Mofes, in that fublime

fong, recorded Deut. xxxii. * He is the Rock, his
6 work is perfect : for all his ways are judgment : a
6 God of truth, and without iniquity, juft and right
c

is he f
.' By this defignation, Jehovah exhibits him-

felf truly lovely and venerable ; the fountain of all pu-

rity, veracity, benignity, righteoufnefs, and fidelity,

on whom his people may fafely place all their hope

and confidence. Contemplating him in this view,

the royal prophet deduced a moft comfortable con-

clufion from this truth :
i Good and upright is the

' Lord : therefore will he teach finners in the way \/
It rcprefents him as unchangeable in his counfels,

true to his promifes, righteous in his difpenfations to-

ward the children of men, and fincere in the reve-

lations, that he gives them of his will. In all his com-
munications with us, he ads with the utmoft can-

dour and plainnefs, fully informing us of the beft and

* 2 Cor. i. 12. f Deut. xxxii. 4. J Pfal. xxv. 8.

the
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the worft of our condition, what we are by nature

and practice, what we ought to be through his mercy

and grace, and what we may expect to receive from
his judice and righteoufnefs. We ought therefore

with pleafure to adopt the words of the king of

Ifrael :
c Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright

* are thy judgments.'

Thou dqft weigh the -path ofthejuft. This acknow-

ledgment correfponds with the proverb, which faith,

* The ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord,
* and he pondereth all his goings *.', Hannah, in

her prayer, ufed fimilar language : * The Lord, faid
c fhe, is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are
e weighed f

.' All perfons, and all events, fall under

his immediate infpection : he hath perfect knowledge
of them, and with the drifted equity determines with

refpect to them. He doth more : he weigheth the

actions of men: he puts them into his jud balance,

and examines their weight. He takes exact cog-

nizance of all the circumdances with which they are

accompanied : he obferves them with fuch a clofe at-

tention as a perfon bedows on an important intered-

ing fubject, which he ponders in his mind ; or as he

looks at the balance in which he weighs fome valu-

able article. He not only confiders the date of indi-

viduals, but that of nations and kingdoms : he in-

formed king Belfhazzar, c Thou art weighed in the
4 balance, and art found wanting

J>'
With peculiar

exactnefs, he weigheth the path of the jud. The im-

port of this beautiful and elegant fentiment feems to

be this, Thou who art righteous in all thy ways, and
jud and true in all thy works, acted toward thy jud
and upright fervants, in whatfoever befalleth them,

according to. the drifted equity and goodnefs. In all

the afflictions wherewith they are vifited, in all the

difpenfations of thy providence toward them, thou

ordered all things refpecting them with confummate

* Prov. v. 21. f 1 Sam. ii. 3. ... £ Dan. v. 27.

righteoufnefs,,,
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righteoufnefs. The ways of the Lord are right,

and the juft fhall walk in them. Though, to th&

proud and contentious, they may feem perverfe and
unequal, yet, by the juft, they are always acknow-
ledged to be righteous and holy, even when they ap-

pear unfearchable ; and, in thefe ftraight and onward
paths, which they have chofen, they walk with inte-

grity and delight. In the whole of our progrefs then,

let us remember, that, though men neither know our

hearts, nor confider our ways, yet God obferveth and
weigheth them. He fearcheth our hearts ; he trieth

our reins ; he pondereth our paths ; he feeth nor only
our actions, but he obferves from what principles

they proceed, and to what ends they are direded ;

and, therefore, we ought always to ad as under his,

immediate infpedion,

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lori>^
have we waited for thee ; the defire of our foul

is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.

Fully perfuaded of the love, the righteoufnefs, and
faithfulnefs of God, in his afrlidive difpenfations, the

church is here introduced, expreffing their conftant de-

pendence upon God, and their ardent affedion toward
him. 1 explained the import of waiting for God,
when treating ver. 9. of the preceding chapter. To
what was then faid, I only add, that they waited for

the Lord, expeding to receive the interpofitions of

his providence, the manifestations of his favour, the

communications of his Spirit, the difplays of his glo-

ry, the pledges of his prefence, the accomplifhment of

his promifes, the anfwer of their prayers, and his di-

redion and countenance in duty. Convinced, that in-

finite wifdom would embrace the moil proper feafon

for interpofing in their behalf, they patiently waited

for the exertions of his power and grace for their fal-

vation. Even in the way of thy judgments , Lard,

The judgments of God fometimes denote in fcripture,

his
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his laws, ftatutes, and commandments. In this fenfe

the word feems to be ufed, where God thus fpeaketh

by the prophet Malachi : * Remember ye the law of
* Mofes my fervant, which I commanded unto him
* in Horeb for all Ifrael, with the ftatutes and judg-
* ments V If this is the meaning of the word here,

the expreflion imports, that the church waited upon
God in the way pointed out in his word, faithfully

keeping his teftimonies, and diligently performing

every commanded duty. They appeal to God, that

they had been thus employed, whilft they expected

he would appear for their relief. They had not be-

come remifs in love to God, and in defires to pleaie

him : on the contrary, their afflictions produced the

mod falutary effects on their temper and conduct.—

-

The judgments of God fometimes fignify alfo, the af-

flictions and calamities with which in righteoumeis

God vifits men, on account of their tranfgreflions.

This is the meaning of the word in feveral places

both of the Old and New Teftaments. According to

this interpretation, the words import, that the holy

confefTors of the truth, in the time of diftrefs and per-

secution, fatisfied that all God's ways are juft and
right (amidft the calamities which they fuftained one
after another, fo that his way toward them became
a way of judgments) looked with expectation to that

defirable period, when, after having in faithfulnefs af-

flicted them, he would work their deliverance.

Let us learn humbly and patiently to wait upon God
for his promifed mercies, not only in the pleafant fea-

fons of profperity and tranquillity, but in the dark
and ftormy feafons of adverfity. Let us beware left,

through weaknefs and impatience, we fall into de-

fponding and fretfulnefs ; left, through pride and ar-

rogance, we grow weary and impatient ; left felf-love

and felf-conceit feduce us from faithful dependence
upon God. To wait upon God, even when he cor-

* Mai. iv. 4.

rects,
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reds, and makes his billows, in quick fucceflion, to

pafs over our heads ; to turn to him when he fmites 9

as well as when he heals
;

gives comfortable evidence

of the reality and power of divine grace.

The defire of our foul is to thy na'me 9 and to the re-

membrance of thee. Defire is love in motion, after

fome object apprehended to be good, which is not

prefently enjoyed. It admits of different degrees

;

and increafes in proportion to the appretiated value

of the object on which it terminates, and its fuppofed

importance to our happinefs. There are fome things

which we are indifferent whether or not we poffefs

:

there are others that we highly efteem, and ardently

wiih to enjoy ; and thefe laft mentioned, excite thofe

ftrong defires which may be called, the defires of our

fouls.——By the name of God may be here meant9

thofe amiable titles, divine attributes, and admirable

difcoveries, which he hath given of hirafelf in his

word and works. It may efpecially denote, thofe glo-

rious characters whereby God anciently revealed him-

felf to his fervant Mofes, and his people Ifrael, under

the Old Teftament. Among thefe, may be reckoned

the following auguft titles, which were affumed by
Jehovah : I am that I am ; the almighty God ; the

Lord God of thy fathers \ the God of Abraham,
Ifaac, and Jacob ; the Lord God, merciful and graci-

ous, long-fuffering, abundant in goodnefs and truths

forgiving iniquity, tranfgrefiion, and fin, and that

will by no means clear the guilty. Thefe facred

names of the Mod High were to the church of o!d 5

as ointment poured forth, mod fragrant and refresh-

ing ; and, therefore, they were earneftly defired by
his fervants. They intenfely longed after larger com-
munications of his mercy, the more full enjoyment

of his favour, and the more complete fulfilment of

his promifes ; of which remaikable inftances occur in

the forty-fecond and fixty- third pfalms. -And to

the remembrance of thee. Even the juft, whofe defires

are to God's name, do not always think upon him

:

their
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their minds are often occupied with other objects, to

which it is neceflary for them to attend ; dill, how-
ever, they remember him above all created enjoy-

ments. With pleafure they recollect his perfections

and providences, his inftructions and.promifes, which
,

they lay up in their hearts as a precious treafure. In

fome feafons they may, no doubt, remember him, and
be troubled with perplexing fears and difquietudes.

To difpel this uneafinefs and timidity, they ought to

call to mind the years of the right hand of the Moil
High, his works and his wonders of old, with his

former loving-kindneffes. Perhaps more may be in-

tended by this expreffion than I have yet fuggefted.

The upright, remembering the name of God, and
the benefit they derived from the pleafing recollec-

tion of it, were folicitous that his memorial might be

tranfmitted with honour to future generations, and
that the people might praife him for ever and ever.

This delightful exercife ought to conftitute a part of

our daily employment, would we be like-minded with

the people of God in former ages.

9 With my foul have I defired thee in the

night, yea, with my fpirit within me will I feek

thee early: for when thy judgments are in the

earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn

righteouihefs.

How ftrong, how vehement, the afle&ion for God,
which our prophet, perfonating the church, expreffes

in thefe words. The employment defcribed in the

firft part of this verfe, is the fame that was mentioned
in the preceding. The repetition ferves to intimate,

the ardour and continuance with which it was per-

formed. It was not a languid wifh, or feeble emo-
tion, that Ifaiah felt, but an intenfe defire after God.
With my foul, with all that is within me, have I ar-

dently defired thee ; the comforts of thy prefence, the

direction of thy counfel, the protection of thy provi-

dence,
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dence, and fubmiffion to thy will. 1 have defired

thee in the night. The affectionate longings of my
foul have not been confined to particular fixed fea*

fons, in which they are more commonly experienced.

Even in the darknefs and folitude of the night, when
no eye obferved me, when great part of the crea-

tion were hufhed to filence, and lay buried in deep
fleep, * I remembered thee upon my bed, and medi-
* tated on thee in the night-watches. Becaufe thou
' haft been my help, therefore in the fhadow of thy
c wings will I rejoice V The night-feafon, when we
are fequeftrated from fociety, and free from every ex-

ternal difturbance, is peculiarly adapted to the pur-

pofes of devotion ; and hath been employed in this

exercife, not only by the faints, but by our bleffed

Saviour himfelf, who was not then filent, and who
fpent whole nights in prayer to God. In imitation

of fuch great examples, let us, from time to time, im-

prove the darknefs and ftillnefs of the night, for me-
ditation on the mercies of God, and fupplication for

their continuance and increafe. In this way, we may
receive more agreeable refrefhment than ileep could

have afforded, stnd find ourfelves more effectually re-

cruited than we could have been by the fweetefl

repofe.

With myfpirit within me will Ifeek thee early. This

becoming refolution imports, that the prophet was
determined to feek the Lord ; to perfevere with dili-

gence and conftancy in this pleafant, profitable, and
honourable employment ; and, with unwearied affi-

duity, to requeft his direction, afliftance, and bleffing,

animated by the comfortable affurance, that they who
truly feek God, fhall lack no good thing. He promifes

to feek him with his fpirit within him ; with the molt

intenfe affection of mind, with his whole heart and
foul, and that early—with fuch a fedulous diligent

fearcfr, as a perfon commences early in the morning,

* Pfal. lxiii. 6.

and'
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and perfifts in through the day, until he find what
he wants. To carry this pious purpofe into execu-

tion, it is neceffary to have a deep fenfe of our abfo-

lute need of God, to enrich us with every blefling

fuited to our circumftances ; a heart-felt conviction,

that the enjoyment of God mould be our chief aim ;

that we ought to make him, not only the object, but

the ultimate end of our fearch ; and that we feek him,

where alone he is to be found by guilty creatures, in

Jefus Chrift, in whom he appears reconciling the

world unto himfelf. In this manner, do you feek

God early, in the morning of life, which is the mofl

proper feafon for this employment, your faculties be-

ing then mod active and vigorous—early, in prefer-

ence to all other objects which folicit your attention,

feeking firft, and above all things, the kingdom of

God, and his righteoufnefs—early, in every day of

life, after you are refrefhed with reft ; before you en-

gage in company, in bufinefs, or amufement ; deter-

mined, with the man according to God's own heart,

that your voice the Lord fhall hear in the morning

;

that, in the morning, you will direct your prayer

unto him, and will look up. Thus let every one of

us with our fpirits feek God early, convinced, that

fuch is his infinite fulnefs and all-fufficiency, that, af-

ter we have obtained all that we need for the prefent,

much more is (till to be enjoyed.

For when thy judgments are in the earthy the inha-

bitants of the world will learn righteoufnefs. The judg-

ments of God here fpoken of, are thofe grievous cala-

mities with which God in righteoufnefs vifiteth men,
as the juft punifhment of their fins. When thefe

awful tokens of the divine difpleafure againfh tranf*

greflbrs go abroad upon the earth, and publicly de-

monftrate the evil nature and dreadful confequences

of fin, the inhabitants of the world will learn righ-

teoufnefs. Beholding the terrible effects of trefpafling

againft the Lord, many ftriking inflances of the di-

vine vengeance, and the imminent danger to which

Vol. II. 3

1

finners
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finners (land expofed, they will learn, that all thofe who
are guilty of the fame crimes with them, on whom
divine judgments are inflicted, deferve to fuffer the

fame punifhments. They will learn, that they

ought to confider their ways, and to turn to the

Lord, in the exercife of true repentance ; that they

ought to avoid thofe deflructive practices which ex-

pofe to the wrath of the Almighty, to betake them-

felves to the mercy of God revealed in the word of

truth, and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance".

The calamities with which mankind are vifited, ought

to teach perfons of every defcription, thefe, and many
other important falutary leffons. It mufl be acknow-

leged, that, from the judgments of God, the inha-

bitants of the world do not always learn thefe ufeful in-

flructions ; and therefore the prophet mufl be confi-

dered, not as predicting what would in fact actually

come to pafs, but merely declaring the happy effects

that ought to follow, from the awful manifeftations

of the wrath of God, revealed from heaven againfl

all unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs of men. The
proper defign and tendency of divine judgments, is

to reftrain men from wickednefs, and to render them
decent, fober, holy, and righteous. Improve them,

for thefe purpofes. That heart mufl be depraved in-

deed, which the tender mercies of God doth not

foften, which the dreadful judgments of God doth

not awaken. Stand in awe, and fin not : return from
your iniquities : abufe not the long-fufTering of God ;

hear the voice of his rod : be afraid of incurring his

difpleafure, of whofe wrath none knoweth the power.

10 Let favour be fhewed to the wicked, yet

will he not learn righteoufnefs : in the land of

uprightnefs will he deal unjuftly, and will not

behold the majeily of the Lord.

The obflinacy and perverfity of evil men, in abuf-

ing the kindneffes of God, whereby they expofe them-

felves
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felves to divine judgments, are, in this verfe, reprefent-

ed in very ftrong terms. The wicked are juftly com-
pared by our prophet, ' to the troubled fea, when it

* cannot reft, whofe waters caft up mire and dirtV
By this fimilitude, we are inftru&ed, that they are

reftlefs and turbulent ; that they are deftitute of in-

ternal peace; that, by their corrupt principles and
practices, they difturb the tranquillity of fociety ; and
that thus they treafure up to themfelves wrath againft

the day of wrath. To perfons of this description,

let favour be Jhewed, Though God give them rain

from heaven, and fruitful feafons ; though he fill

{heir hearts with food and gladnefs, and give them
liberally to fhare in the riches of his goodnefs, which
ought to lead them to repentance ; all this profufion

of kindnefs is neglected and defpifed. Notwith-

flanding, with wonderful patience, he beareth with

their evil manners, and doth not fpeedily execute

fentence upon their evil works, and fheweth, in a

thoufand inftances, that he is not willing that they

ftould perifh, they make light of the riches of his

forbearance. Though he favour them with the means
of grace and fpiritual inftruction, though he lament

over their folly and mifery with the utmoft tender-

nefs, though he offer to become their Saviour, and
call them to glory and virtue, yet they wickedly con-

temn the riches of his mercy and grace. The moft

aftonifhing beneficence and kindnefs make do impref-

fion upon their obdurate hearts, nor render them do-^

cile and teachable.

Yet iqill he not learn righteoufnefs. He will not

ceafe to do evil ; and confequently he cannot learn to

do well. Such is the corruption and perverfity of his

nature, that, with great facility, he will commit ini-

quity ; but, after much time and inftruclion, he will

not learn righteoufnefs. Though wife to do evil, yet

to do good, he hath no underftanding ; and therefore

* lfaiah lvil. 20.
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he muit hear and learn of the heavenly Father, that

he may be acquainted with the nature, the import-

ance, and the practice of righteoufnefs. God alone

can effectually fhew him the beauty, the excellence,

and neceflity of that perfect righteoufnefs, which is

fo highly extolled in the fcriptures, and fo much
valued by the faints. He only can inftruct him how
to feek, fo as to attain this ineftimable benefit, not by
the works of the law, but by the faith of Jefus ChrifL

He alone can give capacity and inclination to learn

the practice of righteoufnefs, which confifts in giving

to God the things that are God's, and to man the

things that belong to him.~—Pity it is, that there

are any who, under the manifold advantages that we
enjoy, will not learn this ufeful and comfortable lef-

fon, and perfift in perverfely going on in their evil

ways. Let us (hew them compailion : let us pray for

them ; and recommend them to the kind attention of

the great Inftructer of the foolifh, who can thoroughly

reduce them to his obedience.

In the land of uprigbtnefs will he deal unjit/lly*.

Though, in ftrict propriety of fpeech, the heavenly

and better country mod juftly merits this defcription,

yet the land of Canaan feems to be here intended, in

which the prophets of the Lord were employed in

teaching the knowledge of the Mqft Upright^ and his

upright ways ; in which dwelt the fincere worfhippers

of God, who were upright in their hearts, in their

converfation, and in performing the duties which

they owed to God, and to one another. The land

wherein perfons of this amiable character refided, is,

with great propriety, called, the land of uprightnefc,

out of refpect to the generation of them who are

blefied, who are mighty on the earth, to whom the

Lord God is a fun and fhield, and to whom he will

give grace and glory, and every good thing.

Even in this land, the wicked will deal unjujlly. They
withhold from thofe with whom they are connected,

thofe things to which they have juft right and claim.

They
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They abufe the precious bleffings wherewith they are

favoured ; they endeavour to counteract the provi-

dence of God ; they put a wrong conftruction upon
his right ways, and pervert the fcriptures to their own
deftruction. This perverfe dealing, in the land of

uprightnefs, where fimplicity and integrity ought
every where to prevail, is a great aggravation attend-

ing the injuflice of the wicked. The circumflances

with which tranfgrelTion is accompanied, oft-times

render it more heinous. To deal unjuftly, in any
place, is truly criminal ; but to act in this manner,

among the upright, increafes the enormity of the of-

fence. It is wrong, not to know our Mailer's wilt ; •

but to be acquainted with it, and not to do it, is (til!

more culpable. To omit the exercifes of righteouk

nefs, in any place, is faulty ; but to act in contempt
of juftice, among thofe who are upright, is extreme,

wickednefs.

And will not behold the majejly of the Lord. The
majefly of Jehovah confifis in the infinite fplendor

and glory of his divine excellencies, exhibited to the

view of his intelligent creatures, in the works of his

hands, in the difpenfations of his providence, and in

his facred oracles. From the noble difplays of' this

ineffable grandeur, the wicked turn away their at-

tention, and obftinately refufe to contemplate them.

They will not confider the glorious honour of his

majefty, manifested in his works, which ought to be
admired and celebrated : they will not regard the

wonderful exertions of his power, in overthrowing

the enemies of his people : nor will they fix their at-

tention to the exprelTions of his mercy and faithful-

nefs, in the rich provifion he hath made by his pro-

vidence, for their fuflenance in this world ; and, by
his grace, for the nourimment of their fouls, in the

church. What odious perverfity of difpofition, what
criminal obltinacy of temper, appear in this oppro-

brious conduct toward God ! Carefully avoid this

curfed difrefpect of the Mod High. Frequently

think
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think of the divine majefty and power of Jehovah,
confpicuous in the plentiful fupply of your wants,

from the treafures of his goodnefs. behold him
ripening the corns, the fruits, and the vines, for our
ufe

;
preparing garments from the fleece of the flock,

and the bowels of the worm for our covering ; and
providing, not only medicines to cure our bodily

diftempers, but a fovereign remedy to heal our fouls,

Behold him, from his inexhauftible ftores, giving

forth, with the utmoft liberality, myriads of pro-

mifes and bleflings, which convert bondage into

freedom, infamy into honour, weaknefs into ftrength
3

and death into life.

ii Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they

will not fee : but they fhall fee, and be afhamed;

for their envy at the people, yea, the fire of

thine enemies fhall devour them.

The infenfibility of the wicked, with refpecl: to di-

vine judgments, and the dreadful effecls of their

ftupidity, are here defcribed in a very affecting man-
ner. As mild and gentle means are of themfelves

ineffectual to reclaim them, fo the mod alarming

difpenfations are infufficient to awaken them from
their fecurity. The hand of the Lord is often

mentioned in fcripture, to denote his almighty power,

which is employed in aflifting and protecting his

people, or in afflicting and punifhing their oppreflbrs.

In allufion to the pofture of a perfon, who is about

to exert his ftrength for the defence of his friends,

or for avenging himfelf on his enemies, the hand of

God is faid to be lifted up, when it is ready ftretched

out, to chaftize or deliver his fervants, or to fmite

their adverfaries. In either cafe, the wicked will

notfee : they will not diligently confider the hand of

God lifted up, for the benefit of his people, or for

the punifhment of evil-doers. They will not atten-

tively behold the hand of the Lord, employed in con-

ferring
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ferring favours, or inflicting judgments: the kind-

nefles and the corrections which they receive, pafs

equally unobferved and difregarded. Their eyes are

darkened, that they cannot fee the refrefhing light

that fhines around them : the creatures form the ho-

rizon, beyond which they cannot penetrate : their

fight is bounded by fecond caufes. Whatever hap-

pens, whether prosperous or adverfe, they prepofte-

roufly attribute to means and instruments ; and en-

tirely afcribe it to the prudence and activity, or to the

malice, negligence, and infidelity of men, to chance,

or ill fortune. God is not in all their thoughts.

But they Jhallfee', and be ajhamed for their envy at

the people. They would not confider the majefty of

the Lord, nor his hand lifted up ; and therefore they

fhall be obliged to contemplate, with fhame and con-

fufion of face, their envy at the people of God,
which they fhall view in another light than ever they

had done.-1 Envy is a filly, malevolent, and cruel

paflion, that doth much more injury to the perfons

who feel it, than to the objects on which it terminates.

The good enjoyed by another, doth you no real hurt

:

your portion is not diminished, though his is increaf-

ed. Each hath his proper fhare allotted to him by
infinite wifdom ; and your uneafmefs becaufe other

people have more and better things than you, will

add nothing to your poffeffion : whereas, diverted of

this tormenting paflion, you might participate of the

happinefs and joy refulting from all the benefits, the

deliverances, the affluence, the gifts and graces, of

your brethren. In all the bleffings which they enjoy,

you might have a confiderable portion. No wonder
then, that the wicked, who repine at the felicity of

the people of God, and the kindnefles he confers

upon them, fhall fee, and be afhamed of their envy.

Moft juftly fhall they be feized with uneafmefs and
perturbation of mind, and covered with confufion,

on account of their difappointed expectations, and
the fin and follv that thev have committed. They

fhall
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fhall be confounded, in the review of their egregious

folly, in grieving at the happinefs of thofe whom the

Lord hath bleffed, and at finding all their delufive

hopes fruftrated. ' They fhall gnafh their teeth, and
* melt away (as faith the pfalmift) : the defire of the
* wicked fhall perimV Tea, thefire of thine ene-

mies foall devour them. Thofe confuming judgments,

which deftroy the enemies of God, fhall certainly de-

vour them, who obftinately perfift in refufing to be-

hold the lifted-up hand of God, and who are invi-

dious at the prosperity and fafety of the fervants of

Jehovah. The defolating calamities, which fpread

devaftation among the foes of God, fhall afTuredly

lay hold on them, who grieve at the peace and pro-

fperity of his church. O that the wicked, who
forget God, would lay to heart, the imminent dan-

ger to which their tranfgreffions expofe them, that

they would abandon their iniquities, and return unto

the Lord, that he may have mercy upon them

!

12 If Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us

:

for thou alfo haft wrought all our works in us.

Thefe words exprefs the lively hope of feafonable

deliverance entertained by the upright fervants of

Ood, and lay open the foundation on which it refls.

—

Peace, you know, is a comprehenfive word, an inefti-

mable bleffing, including freedom from outward dis-

turbance, and the enjoyment of external tranquillity

;

deliverance from inward diforder, and the porTeflion

of internal ferenity ; with the accumulation of every-

thing necefTary to real happinefs. When the church

enjoys the fruits of the divine favour, and red: from

enemies; when they are not troubled with internal

herefies and fchifms, nor with external perfecution

and oppreflion ; they poffefs this extenfive precious

benefit, which, in the words before us, they expected

* Pfal. cxfi. io,

God
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God would appoint to them, or ordainfor them. The
expreflion feems to allude to the action of a com-
mander in chief in the army, who marfhals his fol-

diers according to the plan he had formed, and
afligns to each the proper ftation which he is to oc-

cupy, in carrying into execution his projected enter-

prife. It plainly intimates, the lively hope which
they felt, that the fupreme Difpofer of all perfons

and events, would be gracioufly pleafed to affign for

them, both outward and inward tranquillity. God
alone can give peace, either to individuals or focieties.

It is the rich donation which he conveys to his pecu-

liar people, by the benign influence of the Spirit of

peace, through him who made peace by the blood of

his crofs. By the interpofition of his divine provi-

dence, he defends them from evil : he diverts them
of their folicitudes and fears ; and enables them to

repofe themfelves, and all their concerns, upon his

paternal care, and faithful promifes. And, according

to his fovereign pleafure, he appoints this invaluable

blefling to individuals, nations, and churches. Re-
collecting this important truth, his people here de-

clare their comfortable aflurance, that he would order

peace for them.

For thou haft wrought all our works in us. Thou
haft fubdued our powerful corruptions ; thou haft il-

luminated our dark minds ; thou haft fanclified our
impure hearts, and fpiritualized our earthly affections.

Thou haft wrought in us both to will and to do of thy

good pleafure ; thou haft fhed abroad thy love into

our hearts ; thou haft ftrengthened us with ftrength

in our fouls, and filled them with peace, and hope,

and joy. Not a good work that we have performed,

but thou, Lord, haft wrought it : thou didft furnifli

us for it ; thou gaveft us the inclination, the ability,

and opportunity ; thou didft animate us to it by the

mod powerful motives ; and therefore, as is moft due,

we afcribe to thee the praife. Every creature that

hath been fubfervient in promoting our happinefs, de-

Vol. II. 3 K riyed,
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rived its efficacy from thy appointment : the fuccefs

that hath attended every affair in which we profpered,

-was derived from thy blefling ; and therefore, as we
ought, we attribute all to thy operation. Whilft we
adopt this humble acknowledgment, let us apply it to

the practical purpofe for which an infpired apoftle

hath taught us to improve it ; namely, c to work out
6 our own falvation with fear and trembling V—-

—

The Hebrew word tranflated in, fignifies alfo for ;

and is thus rendered in the margin of fome Bibles.

Thou haft wrought all our works for us. Thou haft

refcued us from the bondage of Egypt, from the

Amorites, from the children of Amnion, from the

Philiftines, the Zidonians, the Amalekites, and the

Moabites, that opprefled us. Thou haft elevated us

from a mean and obfcure condition, to a flourifhing

and profperous ftate. Thou haft fet us on high

from affii&ion, and makeft us families like a flock

:

thefe things thou haft done, even when our ftrength

and hope were gone, and our powerful enemies were
confident, that we mould become a prey to them.

Thou haft preferved us in fafety amid innumerable

dangers, and afforded us the plentiful enjoyment of

the moft important bleffings. From all this profufion

of kindnefs that we have experienced, we are encou-

raged to hope, that thou wilt ordain for us all man-
ner of happinefs.—*-The argument thus ftated, is

itrong and forcible ; and ought to excite us, for

whom God hath done as great things as for his.

people of old, to a lively confidence in his ever-

enduring mercy and grace,

13 O Lord our God, other lords befides thee

have had dominion over us : but by thee only

will we make mention of thy name.

The upright fervants of God acknowledge the un-

happy condition in which they once were, and their

* Phil. H. 12.

fixed
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fixed determination, henceforward to celebrate the

praifes of the Lord their God.-. They addrefs

themfelves, with the utmoft affection and earneftnefs,

to Jehovah, who had chofen them for his people, and
whom they had chofen for their God; confeifing,

with forrow, that they had yielded fubje&ion to other

lords befide him, who had ufurped an unjuft domi-
nion over them. Among thefe mafters, may be rec-

koned, the Egyptians, the Syrians, the Perfians, and
the Babylonians, all of whom had treated them with

great rigour and feverity, and exercifed authority

over them. Befides, they had yielded a fpiritual fub-

jettion to the god of this world, and to divers lufts

and pieafures, whereby they had been captivated, and
detained in a mod ignominious fervitude. The fervice

of thefe lords they now renounced, firmly refolved,

that they would no longer fubmit to their domina-
tion, as in times paft. By thee only, &c. The fol-

lowing refolution was formed in humble dependence
upon God, by whofe gracious afliftance alone, they

hoped to carry it into execution. Senfible of their

own infufficiency and inftability, they exprefs their

reliance upon Jehovah, that he would enable them to

perform their purpofe. This is uniformly the lan-

guage of the facred writers ; of which I give you two
inftances worthy of your- attention :

c By thee (faid

* David, the fervant of the Lord) I have broken
c through a troop : and by my God have I overleaped

\ a wall *. Through Chrift ftrengthening me, faid

.' the apoflle Paul, I can do all things.' Indeed, mo-
defty and diffidence of ourfelves, combined with un-

fufpe&ing confidence in God, cannot fail to infpire

fentiments of this fort.

Will we make mention of thy name. To make men-
tion of the name of God, is to celebrate the divine

excellencies, of which he hath revealed himfelf pof-

fefled
y

to fpeak of the glorious honour of his majeity,

* Pfal. xviii. 29.

and
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and of his wondrous works ; to record the might of

his terrible acts, and to declare his greatnefs. It is to

utter the memory of his great goodnefs, and to fing

of his righteoufnefs #
. It is to refign ourfelves to the

care and protection of his watchful providence, to

worfhip him in the manner he hath appointed, to ac-

knowledge his manifold mercies, to truft in his faith-

ful promifes, to delight in his holy precepts, and to

rejoice in his great falvation. It is more efpecially,

to fpeak with admiration and thankfulnefs of his

bleffed name, Immanuel; which fignifies God with

us ; God manifefl in the flefh, dwelling among us,

and converfing with us, able to preferve us in per-

petual fafety, and to make us partakers of eternal fal-

vation. It is to make manifefl the favour of his know-
ledge in every place ; to mention this name, revealed

in the fcriptures, with veneration and love, with hope
and confidence, before the throne of Jehovah 5 and
to acknowledge before men, our entire dependence

upon it. Let us, my brethren, frequently adopt,

with ferioufnefs and folemnity, the devout acknow-
ledgment contained in this verfe. O Lord, our God,
other lords befide thee have had dominion over us.

This confeflion we make with forrow and penitence.

What have we any more to do with idols ? We pre-

fent, in thy prefence, thefe hearts, which have been
facrilegioufly alienated from thee, and had deferted

thy fervice. Accept of the fpirits which thou haft

made, poffefs thy own property, and ftamp upon it

the impreffion of thy own image. We wifh, for thy

fake, that they were ten thoufand times better than

they are. We confecrate them to thee, hoping, that

thou wilt make them what they ought to be. From
love to thee, O Lord, our flrength and our Re-
deemer, who hafl heard our voice, and delivered our

fouls from death, we willingly offer ourfelves to be

thy fervants : becaufe thou haft loofed our bonds, we

* See Pfal. cxlv. 4.

1 bind
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bind ourfelves to thy fervice by the mod facred ties,

that, we truft, fhall never be broken. Henceforth
* we will make mention of thy name, and of thy
* righteoufnefs, even of thine only : we will go in
4 the ftrength of the Lord GodV

14 They are dead, they fhall r>ot live; they

are deceafed, they fhall not rife

:

therefore haft

thou vifited and deftroyed them, and made all

their memory to periih.

The affembly of the upright here exprefs their con-

fidence in God, that he will perpetuate their prefent

comfortable condition, and that he will not permit

their enemies to recover the power and authority they

formerly poffeffed. They triumph in the animating

confideration, that thofe haughty oppreflive powers,

which threatened their deftruction from off the earth,

were reduced to fuch an abject (late, as would effec-

tually prevent them from injuring the church of God.
To intimate the certain grounds on which their exul-

tation was founded, the expreflion is repeated in dif-

ferent forms, and the ftrongeft affurance given of the

important fact.- They are dead, they fhall not live ;

they are deceafed, they fhall not rife* Our adverfaries

are fo entirely rooted, fo irrecoverably broken, that

they fhall never more live, to tyrannife over us, as in

times paft. Therefore haft thou vifited and deftroy-

ed them. To diveft them of their power to hurt thy

fervants, thou, O Lord, haft vifited them in wrath :

thou haft vexed them in thy fore difpleafure, for their

wickednefs and cruelty exercifed toward thy people.

Thou haft deftroyed them, and they are fallen and
gone: they are exterminated from the earth, and
fhall not rife, to rule or opprefs any more ; but con-

tinue under the crufhing weight of thofe divine judg-

ments whereby their overthrow hath been accom-

* Pfcl. Ixxi. 16.

plifhed.
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plifhed. '-And made all their memory toperijh. 6 The
* righteous (hall be had in everlafting remembrance

:

* but the name of the wicked mall rotV Their me-
morial fhall be blotted out : they fhall either be en-

tirely forgotten, or they fhall be remembered, not

with honour, but with deteftation. Perhaps, whilft

they were alive, they had flatterers that complimented

them : but, being deftroyed by the vifitation of the

Almighty, their reputation fhall perifh ; their name
mail be branded with infamy and difgrace, or buried

in everlafting oblivion. As affii&ion is greatly ag-

gravated, by the recollection of thofe happy days

which fhall never again return, fo the felicity of the

godly is much increafed, by confidering, that thofe

enemies, by whom they were harafled and oppreffed,

fhall no more diftrefs them. The very fufpicion that

our diftreffes fhall recur, gives uneafinefs ; whereas

the removal of the caufes which contributed to our

calamities, gives real fatisfa&ion and joy. What re-

lief doth it afford to the mind, to be allured, that we
fhall no more be troubled by thofe who formerly op-

preffed us.

15 Thou haft increafed the nation, O Lord,
thou haft increafed the nation, thou art glori-

fied ; thou hadft removed it far unto all the ends

of the earth.

In thefe words, the divine mercy is celebrated, on

account of the profperous condition to which God
had exalted his church. The Jewifh nation was

doubtlefs primarily intended, in this grateful acknow-

ledgment of the divine goodnefs. * Jehovah had pro-

mised to Abraham, that he fhould become a great

and mighty nation ; and that his poflerity fhould be

multiplied as the fand of the fea, and as the ftars in

heaven. The accomplimment of this promife was,

* Prov. x. 7.

for
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for wife purpofes, delayed for a confiderable period

of time. Twenty years elapfed before Abraham had

the child in whofe offspring it was to be fulfilled.

Ifaac was forty years old when he married, and his

wife continued barren about twenty years after mar-

riage. During thefe eighty years, the patriarch had
only one fon, in that line wherein the promife was to

run ; and, at the expiration of two hundred and
fifteen years after it was delivered, his whole progeny

amounted only to about threefcore and ten perfons.

In the following two hundred and fifteen years, they

multiplied exceedingly, in fo much, that when they

came up out of the land of Egypt, they were reckoned

above fix hundred thoufand men, befide women and

children. Under the profperous reign of Solomon,

the Ifraelitifh nation were as the fand of the fea-fhore

for multitude ; and they, in the city, increafed like

the grafs of the earth*. In the days of our prophet,

10 very numerous were the people of Judah, that,

when Ahaz was king, Pekah, the king of Ifrael, flew

of Judah 120,000 in one day, and carried away cap-

tive 200,000 women and childrenf. Thus did Jeho-

vah literally increafe the Jewifh nation.

The Lord hath likewife increafed his true Ifrael,

the nation of them that are faved under the New-
Teflament difpenfation. To this great event, the con-

gregation of the upright might have looked forward,

when making this acknowledgment. To this nation,

thoufands have been added in one day. The word of

God increafed, and the number of the difciples multi-

plied greatly in Jerufalem ; and a great company of the

priefts were obedient to the faith, as we read, Acts

iv. 4. and vi. 7. The churches, throughout all Judea,

Galilee, and Samaria, were edified, and multiplied,

chap. ix. 31. At Antioch, many of the Jews, and
religious profelytes, followed Paul and Barnabas;

and, at lconium, they fo fpake,, that a great multi-

* See Pfal. lxxii. f 2 Chron. xxviii. 6. 8.

tude3
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tude, both of the Jews, and alfo of the Greeks, be-

lieved, chap. xiv. i. At Corinth, the chief ruler of
the fynagogue believed on the Lord with all his

houfe, and many of the Corinthians, chap, xviii. 8.

From thefe, and feveral other paffages in the New
Teftament, it appears, that, on the firft preaching of
the gofpel, the Lord greatly increafed the nation of

them that are Ifraelites indeed ; of them who are Jews
inwardly, whofe circumcifion is that of the heart, in

the fpirit, and not in the letter, whofe praife is not of

men, but of God. In following ages, the Lord (till

continued to increafe them : hence the remarkable

words of an ancient apologift for Chriftianity *, who
openly told the Heathens, c

< That this defpifed fed
" had rilled their cities and provinces, their councils
" and camps, the palace and the fenate- houfe, and
" what not—that fuch was their multitude, that

" mould they have withdrawn themfelves into fome
" remote part of the world, the empire would have
" been depopulated, and left in difmal folitude and
<c filence." In the contemplation of this double in-

creafe, the prophet, in name of the faithful, greatly

rejoiced, and praifed the Lord. To another and;

greater increafe, we look forward with hope and joy,

when all the kingdoms of this earth fhall become the

kingdoms of our Lord, and his Chrift ; ' when men
* fhall be blefled in Jefus Chrift, and all nations (hall

< call him bleflea
1

. And bleffed be his glorious name
* for ever ; and let the whole earth be filled with his

* glory f. To this prediction and praife, let every

one fay, Amen, and amen.
Thou art glorified, by the prodigious increafe of the

natural pofterity of the children of Ifrael. Thy power

and faithfulnefs have been richly difplayed, in accom-

plifhing the promifes which thou madeft to Abraham,
and the other patriarchs, contrary to every human
appearance, notwithftanding every intervening ob-

* Tertullian. f Pfal. lxxii. 17. 19.

flacle.
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ftacle. By this aftonifhing event, thou haft magni-

fied thy great name, and manifefted thy diftinguim-

ing regard to thy fervants whom thou loveft. All

the nations of the earth have contemplated thy power
and righteoufnefs, thy grace and veracity, exhibited in

this wonderful difpenfation toward thy peculiar people;

whilft they themfelves have glorified thee, by their

frequent public acknowledgments of their obligations

to thee for thy mercies, by their dependence on thy

providence, by their attention to thy worfhip, by
their truft in thy promifes, and obedience to thy pre-

cepts.-* Thou art glorified more efpecially, by the

increafe of the nation, compofed of the fpiritual pofte-

rity of Ifrael. God is not more honoured and praifed,

on account of any work that he hath done, than for

multiplying the number of his faithful fubje&s. This

is indeed a work by which he hath acquired the

jhigheft renown and glory. How many and great the

obft.ruc~t.ions that lie in the way of its accomplifh-

ment ! How feeble and inadequate, to human view,

are the means employed for its execution ; fuch as

were efteemed a ftumbling-block by the Jews, and
foolifhnefs by the Greeks ; means not adapted to

promote men's worldly interefts, nor accommodated
to the foolifh cuftoms of the world ! How weak and
unlikely the inftruments chofen to perform this ardu-

ous work : not perfons of extenfive learning, fuperior

genius, well fkilled in the arts of reafoning and per-

fuafion, and expert in improving circumftances to

advance the caufe in which they were embarked
;

but a few, plain, illiterate men, deftitute of power
and influence, who had to contend with the moft vi-

rulent oppofition, and to vanquifh difficulties which
feemed altogether unfurmountable. Notwithftand-

ing, fuch was the fuccefs of the gofpel and its min>
iters, when accompanied with power from on high,

that they triumphed over the inveterate prejudices

and vices of mankind, they fubdued the rage and

cruelty of their moft inveterate enemies, they over-

Vol. II, 3L turned,
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turned the kingdom of darknefs, they abolifhed ido-

latry and fuperftition, they communicated new prin-

ciples to the minds of men, they converted them to

the obedience of the Son of God, and formed them
to the practice of juftice and charity., Thus the na-

tion of them that are faved, was increafed : in this

manner Jehovah is glorified ; and thus we expec\
according to his promife, that he will yet glorify

his name.
Thou hadjl removed it far unto all the ends of the

earth. Confidering theie words in their literal fenfe,

the earth may denote, as in fome other paifages of

fcripture, the land of Canaan, which God gave to

Ifrael for an inheritance. According to this inter-

pretation, the meaning of the expreffion will be.

Thou haft removed the nation which thou hadft cho-

fen, into the moft diftant corners of the knd, which
thou haft afligned to them for a poffefiion* and ex-

tended their territories unto the moft remote parts of

that fruitful country, no part of which remains un-

occupied or unconquered. This fignal favour which
God conferred upon the Jewifh nation under the Old
Teftament, reprefented the more important benefit

which he hath beftowed upon the church under the

New Teftament, by removing its limits, and extending

its influence, to the moft diftant parts of the earth. This

illuftrious inftance of the divine mercy it becomes us,

with grateful hearts, frequently to celebrate, as by
this difpenfation of providence, we enjoy the ordi=

nances of the gofpel,

1 6 Lord, in trouble have they vifited thee^

they poured out a prayer when thy chaftening

was upon them.

Having commemorated the divine mercy and good-
nefs, in which they had liberally participated, the

chorus of the upright proceed gratefully to acknow-
ledge, the bleffed effects that accompanied the afflic-

tions
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tions under which they had groaned in former

times. The feafon to which they refer, was the

time of trouble, when God's chaftening hand was
upon them. Many are the afflictions that befal the

righteous : for whom the Lord loveth, he chafteneth ;

and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. Even
thofe who know and ferve God, may become remifs

and carelefs in prayer, and in other duties, until God
is pleafed to reprove them for their fins, and to cor-

rect them for their profit. They may preferve the

form, whilft deftitute of the fpirit of prayer : they

may draw nigh to God with their lips, whilft their

hearts are far from him ; or they may feldom vifit

the throne of grace, and God may have their homage
only on fome particular occafions. In the pleafant

day of profperity, we are too prone, like a generation

of Ifrael, to fay to God, c We are lords, we will come
* no more unto thee ;' and in this manner to difcover

our infenfibility of the divine goodnefs. But when
the gloomy day of adverfity arrives, and every refuge

fails, then we are ready to exclaim with David, * O
6 Lord, I faid, Thou art my refuge, and my portion
* in the land of the livingV When in trouble, and
God's chaftening is upon us, we pour forth our fup-

plications before the Lord, and earneftly implore his

mercy and deliverance. Thus the church acknow-
ledgeth that they had done. Then,

They vifited thee, they poured out a prayer. Though
God is frequently faid in fcripture to vifit men, I ap-

prehend, the expreflion of mens vifiting God, is pe-

culiar to the paflage now before us. It feems to im-

port, that, in the time of diflrefs, the church remem-
bered the Lord ; they looked toward his holy habita-

tion ; they had immediate recourfe for neceflary fup-

port and feafonable relief, to him who is % refuge in

affliction, and a prefent help in time of need. They
directed their prayers to him, from whom alone their

* Pfal. cxlii. 5.

help
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help could come ; and earneflly applied to him for

ftrength and confolation, who can fend help from his

holy hill of Zion. When they vifited God, they

poured out a prayer. Prayer, you know, confifts in

prefenting requefts unto God, for thofe things which
are fuited to our neceffities, and agreeable to his Will,

in the manner he hath required. This elegant ex-

preflion of pouring out prayer, feems to allude to the

waters of a fountain, that are plentifully conveyed
away by the feveral dreams that iffue from it. It in-

timates, the abundant ^applications which inceffantly

flowed from their hearts, and were continually pre-

fented before God* Frequent fervent prayer is, in

fcripture-language, beautifully expreffed, by pouring
out the foul before God* 6 Trull in him at all times

;

4 ye people, pour out your heart before him V
Even in thofe feafons wherein the godly are cbnfined

by diftrefs, their hearts are often enlarged, to exprefs

in the divine prefence, with great fervour and affec-

tion, their doubts and fears, their defires and hopes,

their temptations, afflictions, and forrows. Thus
they pour out their prayers with the greateft earned-

nefs. In all our troubles, let us ferioufly confider

the important purpofes which they are intended to

accomplifh ; and when God vifits us with afflictions,

let us vifit him with our fervent fupplications, that

he would be pleafed to favour us with his gracious

prefence and timely aid, and render our diftreffes the

happy means of promoting our fpiritual improvement,

1 7 Like as a woman with child that draweth

near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and
crieth out in her pangs ; fo have we been in

thy fighu O Lord.

The prayers and agonies of the church, in time of

tribulation, had proved ineffectual for attaining their

* Pfal. lxii. v 8, ,

deliverance 3
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deliverance, and had not been attended with proper

effects. This fubject our prophet illuftrates by a

ftriking fimilitude, which is frequently ufed by the

infpired writers of the Old and New Teftaments,

taken from the condition of a woman that is preg-

nant, who, amidft the pains and anguifh that fhe

feels, entertains hopes of deliverance, and of feeing

the defirable object of her expectation. Notwith-

(landing, being big only with a falfe conception, fhe

is miferabiy disappointed. In like manner, the church

of God, amidft the violent diftrefs, the fharp con-

flicts, and bitter forrows, which they fuftained, che-

rifhed the agreeable profpect of obtaining a happy
releafe from their afflictions, and of beholding the

blefled fruits of their calamities. Promifing appear-

ances however vanifhed, their expectations were frus-

trated, and no fubftantial good effects were pro-

duced. So have we been in thy Jight, Lord,

Thou who knoweft all things, haft been witnefs to

the acute afflictions, and the fevere conflicts, that we
have endured, arifing from internal, as well as exter-

nal caufes, and the ineffectual afliftances that we have

received in the time of our diftrefs.

1 8 We have been with child, we have been
in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind,

we have not wrought any deliverance in the

earth, neither have the inhabitants of the world
fallen.

In this verfe, the foregoing fimilitude is illuftrated,

and applied to the circumftances of the church.

We have been with child ; big with the hopes that thy
righteous nation, by our means, (hould have been in-

creased, that thy promifes fhould have had their full

effect, and that thou wouldft have done great things

for us. We have been in pain, on account of our
manifold Offerings and anxious folicitude, that thou
wouldft fend us fpeedy and effectual relief from our

forlorn
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forlorn deplorable condition. We have as it were

brought forth wind. Our conceptions have proved

abortive ; the pangs of affliction that we have felt

have been in vain, and all our fanguine expectations

have been fruftrated. Our anguiih and forrows have

not produced any real, folid, good confequences

;

nor have we attained the object of our wifhes.

We have not wrought any deliverance in the earth.

Our prayers and cries have not as yet been accompa-

nied with correfponding good fruits : we are not yet

emerged from diflrefs and calamity. Though they

had requefted the divine afliftance, they had not

placed their confidence in God alone, but yielded fub^

jection to other lords, whereby the efficacy of their

prayers was hindered. Notwithstanding divine pro-

vidence, on feveral occafions, had mercifully inter*

pofed in their favour, and wrought for them fome

remarkable deliverances (by which they enjoyed lucid

intervals of tranquillity and peace), by means of the

Egyptians, and their other allies, (till, however, that

perfect: falvation, which the godly looked for, was not

accomplished. Neither have the inhabitants of the

world fallen. Our haughty oppreflbrs and perfecu-

tors, by whom we have been mod afflicted, have not

as yet been humbled ; nor are they fallen from the

high Station, and extenfive influence, that they pof-

feffed. Flourifhing in all the wonted vigour of their

Strength, their grandeur is not declined ; their em-

pires remain in fafety ; they are not brought low by

divine judgments. The church of God, under

both difpenfations, hath been in fuch circumitances

as are here particularly delineated. Whilft the (late

of the Jewifh people, about the time this fong was

fung in the land of Judah, is accurately defcribed, the

condition of the church of Chrifl, prior to the time

of the Reformation, is not obfcurely depicted. From
the twelfth century, there were not a few, who pre-

dicted and expected the restoration of the church to

a better State. Their prayers, however, were not im-

mediately
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mediately anfwered : they fuftained fome fevere afflic-

tions and conflicts, in the hope of that deliverance^,

which they obtained not until the fixteenth century.

The more particular application of this fong to that

memorable period, which may be made with eafe and

propriety, I leave to the intelligent and judicious.

1 9 Thy dead men fhall live, together ivhb my
dead body fhall they arile : awake and fing, ye

that dwell in duft : for thy dew is as the dew of

herbs, and the earth fhall caft out the dead.

In thefe words, which conclude this beautiful fong,

the people of God exprefs their pleafing hopes of be-

ing reltored to a better condition, and joyfully con-

gratulate each other in this animating profpect. The
words are fo conftru&ed, that whilft, at firft viewy
they feem to treat of the refurrection from the dead,

yet, in their fecondary and proper fenfe, they de-

scribe a myflical or metaphorical refurrection, which
is the principal fubject here intended. They are evi-

dently addrefled to Jehovah by the church. Thy dead
7?ien 9 who died in thy favour, and for thy glory, who
nobly conferTed thy truth, and fuffered for thy fake

thetofs of all things, or fome very grievous calami-

ties, were really, or at leaft in refolution, martyrs.

Concerning them, the voice from heaven declared, in

the book of Revelation, c BlefTed are the dead which
* die in the Lord : yea, faith the Spirit, they fhall

* reft from their labours ; and their works fhall follow
' them V Of them the apoflle Paul thus fpeaks

:

< For whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; and
c whether we die, we die unto the Lord : whether
* therefore we live or die, we are the Lord's j-.'

Thofe who thus glorify God, and are delivered unto
death for Jefus' fake, are the objects of his tender

affection and peculiar regard. Though they lay down

* Rev. xiv. 13. f Rom. xiv. 8.

their



456 LECTURES on the Chap. XXVI.

their lives for him, and, in the view of their per-

fecutors, feem to perifh, they are dear in God's fight,

and their death is precious. They Jhall live. Their
memory fhall be bleffed in the earth, where they fuf-

fered for the fake of righteoufnefs ; and their memo-
rial fhall be tranfmitted with honour to following

generations. Their fouls fhall be bleffed in the pre^

fence and enjoyment of God ; ' who is not the God
c of the dead, but of the living : for all live unto
4 him *. And, at the confummation of all things,

their bodies fhall rife from the duff., on hearing the

voice of the Son of God ; and, being re-united to

their immortal fpirits, they fhall live for ever, to ex-

perience the truth of what Jefus Chrifl hath affirmed^

* He that fhall lofe his life, fhall preferve it f
;' and

be exalted, through eternity, to endlefs joys and
pleafures.

My dead body Jhall they arife. The church is often*

fpoken of in fcripture as a body, on account of the

intimate connection fubfifling amcmg all the members

of which it is compofed, and their reciprocal in-

fluence upon each other. They are emphatically faid

to be the body of Chrifl:, becaufe of the wonderful

union of all the members to him as their Head,

the vital influence they derive from him, and his

tender fympathy with them in every circumftance.

This body is here affirmed to be dead, becaufe, at the

time referred to, they were as dead perfons, concern-

ing whom there is no hope that they fhall return, and

live again in this prefent flate, Deprefled by the

power of their perfecutors, they were prevented from

actively doing good, and difabled from extricating

themfelves out of the calamitous condition to which

they were reduced. Their flate, at the time referred

to, was truly deplorable and hopelefs. Involved in

complicated diflrefs, and deprived of the means of

fupport, their life was almoft perifhed from the earth,

* Luke xx. 38. f Luke xvii. 33.

and
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and feemedto be nearly extinguifhed, whilft little

hope of reftoration remained. In fuch circumftances,

we cannot be furprifed, that the church mould have

fpoken of themfelves as a dead body. In this very

humbling and afflicted condition, they promife to

themfelves deliverance, that mould be as life from
the dead.

My dead body Jhall they arife. The fcriptures fpeak

of a firft and figurative, of a fecond and real refur-

rection. In the firft. and metaphorical refurrection,

the fouls of the faithful, by divine power accompany-
ing the word of the living God, and the effectual

working of the holy Spirit, are raifed from fpiritual

death, to the enjoyment of a rational and divine life,

in which they maintain communion with God, and
are employed in advancing his glory, their own falva-

tion, and the good of mankind. And as this fpiritual

life is expofed to many injuries, which interrupt or

retard its exercife, and weaken its influence, its refto-

ration from languor and imbecility, to vigour and ac-

tivity, in performing its proper functions, is likewife

expreffed, by their being quickened and raifed #
. By

the fecond and real refurrection, their bodies fhall be

raifed from the duft at the end of the world, and be
re-united to their fouls by divine power, that they may
for ever participate of the heavenly glory that is pro-

mifed to the righteous. In both fenfes, the afflicted

church of'God mall be raifed, according to the words
before us, which, while they depict one event, de-

fcribe another ; and they who attentively read what
is faid of the type, will have their thoughts naturally

led forward to the antitype. Many inftances occur

in fcripture of the truth of this remark. In the pre-

dictions relating to the deftruction of the hypocritical

and perfidious among the Jewifh people, the punifh-

ments to be inflicted upon them are fo expreffed, as.

to give a ftriking reprefentation of the judgments to

* Pfal. cxix. 88.

Vol. If. 3 M bs



458 LECTURES on the Chap. XXVI,

be executed on the wicked at the laft day *. Thus
alfo, in the prophecies refpecting the flourifhing ftate

of the church of Jefus Chrift, the language is fo ar*

ranged, as to exhibit a lively view of the heavenly

glory in its amplitude and magnificence f. In like

manner, when the prophets foretold the myftical refur-

re&ion of the people of God, they were directed, by
the holy Spirit, fo to exprefs the fubject, as to include

the fecond refurrection, of which it is the figure and

emblem {. Hence it appears, that prophecy frequently

takes in at once, different events, diftinct both in na-

ture and time, wbilft it purfues the extreme and prin-,

cipal defign through its feveral gradations. For this

reafon, it chiefly employs general ideas, which are

capable of comprehending the whole fcope of the di-

vine counfels, of accompanying the particular pro-

gressions of circumftances, fituations, and events, and
of being eafily applied to intermediate relations and

ends. Thefe remarks may aflift us in underflanding

the paffage now under confideration, where the

church, in a decayed, dejected, and difperfed condi^

tion, exprefs their hopes, that they mail rife from un-

der oppreffion, affliction, and persecution, and be hap-

pily elevated to a profperous and comfortable ftate
5

whilft, at the fame time, they declare their expecta-

tion, that their dead bodies mail be raifed from the

earth at the refurrection of the juft. This prediction,

received, a partial fulfilment in the Jewifh church, af-

ter having been almoft confumed in the days of An-
tiochus, king of Syria : and again, in the Chriftian

church, at the time of the glorious Reformation, in

the fixteenth century ; a moil illuflrious period in-

deed, to which we look back with gratitude and plea-

fure. Though the church may feem to refemble

the condition of a dead body, let us not defpond, fay-

ing, Our hope is perifhed from the Lord : but rather

let us adopt the animating words before us, My dead

* See Pfal. 1. f Rev. vii. 9, 10. J Dan xii. et/eg.

bodv
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body fhall arife. The Spirit of God fhall yet enter

into them, and they fhall live, and fiourim, and bring

forth fruit abundantly. The church ftandeth by the

grace, the power, and the promife of Jehovah : and
therefore, though they may be oppreffed for a feafon,

they mall be revived; though they feem to be dead,

they mail arife.

Awake and/tug, ye that dwell in duji. The upright

fervants of God, rapt into ecftacy, in the delight-

ful profpecl: of the future deliverance of the church,

and unable fully to exprefs the joy which they felt,

call upon thofe who had laid down their lives in the

caufe of God, as if perfonally prefent, to leave their

graves, and to unite in celebrating the falvation that

Jehovah had wrought for them. The perfons ad-

drefTed, are thofe that dwell in duft. The expreffiori

plainly intimates, that they confidered the death of

the godly as a fleep, in which they reft from their la-

bours, in the hope of a joyful refurrection. In this

view, our prophet thus reprefents the (late of the

righteous after death :
c He fhall enter into peace

:

* they fhall reft in their beds, each one walking in
* his uprightnefs V In like manner, our Lord Jefus

Chrifl fpake of it, when he faid to his difciples,
c Lazarus, our friend, fleepeth ; but I go that I may
* awake him out of fleep f

.' The fervants of God,
who are dead, are only fallen afleep in Jefus. There
is a ftriking contrail between the condition of thofe

who are here called upon, and that of the enemies of

the people of God, mentioned in ver. 5. who are faid

to dwell on high, enjoying dignity and fecurity, proudly

elated with their glory ; whereas thofe who are here

addreffed, were in a ftate of depreflion, affliction, yea,

in danger of death, or really dead. The circumftan-

ces of both were to be reverfed. Thofe who dwelt

on high were to be degraded, and their lofty city was

to be laid low, even to the ground j whereas thofe

* Ifaiah lvii. 2. f Johfl xi. II.

who
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who dwelt in the duft, and were trampled upon by
their enemies, were invited to arife, that they might
fing and triumph, on account of the victory they ob-

tained. Ye who have been reduced to the lowed and
mod deplorable circum (lances, who abide in the re-

gion and madow of death
; ye whofe bodies have had

their habitation in the duft, for whom no power lefs

than omnipotence can work deliverance—to you we
lay:

Awake and fing. Similar calls with this, are di-

rected, in the word of God, to thofe who are mod
unlikely to obey them. c Awake (faith the apoftle

* Paul) thou that fleepeft, and arife from the dead,
' and Chrift (hall give thee lightV Such animating

invitations are often accompanied with divine power,

and prove the happy means of conveying that ability

which is neceflary to comply with them. Thofe who
dwell in the duft, are called upon with as great pro-

priety, to awake and fing, as the trees of the field are

required, to rejoice and fing. Neither are expected

actually to obey the fummons : which is frequently

given, to intimate the very ftrong emotions of joy

felt by thofe who thus expreffed themfelves ; and
their confidence, that had inanimate creatures been
capable, they would not have declined the invitation.

Ye whofe powers and faculties have for fome time

been fufpended from their proper employment, and
who have remained unaffected with thofe objects

which produce fenfations of pleafure or pain, awake
and fing. Shake off your indolence : put on your
beautiful garments : and utter fongs of praife unto
him who raifeth the poor out of the duft, and the

needy from the dunghilf; who hath redeemed his

people by a ftrong hand, and who will ranfom them
from the grave, by the exceeding greatnefs of his

mighty power. Arife and fhine, for your light is

come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon

* Eph. v. 14. f Pfal. cxiii. 7.

you.
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you. Be awakened by thefe repeated calls, to cele-

brate the praifes of the Lord our God. I conclude

this article in the words of the learned Dr. Lowth,
in his Note upon this verfe :

" The deliverance of
" the people of God, from a flate of the tawed de-
" predion, is explained by images plainly taken from
** the refurreclion of the dead. In the fame manner,
" the prophet Ezekiel reprefents the reftoration of
" the Jewim nation, from a date of utter diffolution,
<c by the redoring of dry bones to life, exhibited to
w him in a vifion, chap, xxxvii. which is directly thus
" applied and explained, ver. 1 1, 12, 13. It appears
" from hence, that the doctrine of the redirection
" from the dead, was, at that time, a popular and
" common doctrine ; for an image which is affumed
" in order to exprefs or reprefent any thing ill the
<c way of allegory or metaphor, whether poetical or
<c prophetical, mud be an image commonly known
M and underdood, otherwife it will not anfwer the
" purpofe for which it is affumed*."

For thy dew is as the dew of herbs. Dew, you
know, is a fort of mid or fmall rain, that cometh
down from heaven, and falling gently upon the

earth, renders it moid and fruitful. It is therefore

juftly confidered as a great blefiing. By the dew of

God, is here meant, the quickening refreiTiing in-

fluences of the holy Spirit, whereby his word and
providence are rendered effectual for promoting the

growth and fruitfulnefs of his people. With peculiar

propriety and beauty is this fpiritual dew compared
to the dew of herbs, which cometh down from hea-

ven, and is not the effect of human art, but of divine

goodnefs. In like manner, the dew of the divine

blefling, that falleth upon the church, does not pro-

ceed from created power, but from the infinite mercy
of the benevolent Author of every good and per-

fect gift. The dew falleth imperceptibly upon

* Dr. Lowtk's Notes on Ifaiah, p. 144.

the
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the herbs, which it waters, and is not feen, while it

defcendeth like the great rain of God's drength : fo

the benign influences of the Holy Ghoft are commu-
nicated to men, not with obfervation, as our Lord

fays of the coming of the kingdom of heaven ; they

are fecretly and invifibly conveyed into the heart,

where they produce mod important confequences.

—

The dew defcends very feafonably upon the herbs and

fruits of the earth, in warm dry weather, when it is

mod wanted. Thus opportunely is the holy Spirit

given unto men, when they fland moil in need of his

afliftance : in feafons wherein iniquity abounds, and

the love of many hath become languid ; when perse-

cution is hotted, didrefs greated, and neceilities mod
urgent. The dew falls very plentifully upon the

herbage in the fields, and abundantly waters them.

In like manner, the refrefhing influences of the Holy

Ghod are copioufly imparted to the people of God

:

on whom they are elfewhere faid to be poured out as

water, according to the riches of his grace, and their

various exigencies.

Farther, to judify the comparifon here dated,

which is the mod apt and beautiful that can be ima-

gined, let us trace the reiemblance, not only in the

manner of communication, but likewife in the falu-

tary effects with which they are accompanied.

By the dew, the ground is moidened, the herbs are

refrefhed ; and to its efficacy is attributed, the beauty

of the lily, the growth of the cedar, and the revival

of the corns. Similar happy effects are produced in

the church, by the celedial dew that defcendeth upon

the fouls of men, whereby every divine grace is re-

frefhed and invigorated, and holy obedience is quick-

ened and cherifned. As the dew nourifhes the

herbage, and renders the fruits of the earth richer

and more luxuriant, fo the divine influences of the

holy Spirit meliorate and increafe the precious fruits

of righteoufnefs put forth by the people of God,

who are thereby greatly ftrengthened for doing good,

and
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and bearing affliction. The dew beautifies and
embellifhes the herbs and fruits upon which it falls,

and gives them an exquifitely fine appearance in a

clear fummer-morning. In like manner, the dew of

God's bleffing gives luftre and comelinefs to his

faints : it clothes them with fimplicity and fincerity ;

it adorns them with humility and love ; and difpofes

them to follow whatfoever things are lovely, virtuous,

and praife-worthy.——Once more, the dew fructifies

the earth, and renders it fertile, in producing bread

for the ufe of man, and wine that cheereth his heart

:

fo the Spirit and bleffing of God renders thofe to

whom they are conveyed, fruitful in every grace, and
every good work ; and caufes them to abound in

thofe excellent fruits whereby their heavenly Father

is glorified. On thefe, and other accounts, the dew
that falleth upon the inheritance of the Lord, re-

fembles the dew that cometh down upon the herbs of

the field. Be thou, O Lord ! as thou haft promifed,

as the dew unto thy people lfrael.

And the earth Jhall cajl oat the dead. There is a

peculiar elegance in thefe forcible words, which may
either relate to a figurative fpiritual refufrection,

whereby the church is delivered from a depreifed

afrlicled condition ; or to a literal corporal refurrec-

tion, whereby they fhall be refcued from the power
of death and the grave at the laft day. If the ex-

preffion is interpreted in the former fenfe, it imports,

that thofe who were fpiritualiy dead, and offenfive to

good men, mould be expelled from the land of Ca-
naan, in which they had their fixed residence : if in

the latter, it intimates, that the earth, which contains

in its bowels the dead bodies of God's people, mould
thruft them forth, at the divine command, in the

morning of the refurrection, when the earth and the

fea fhall deliver up the dead that are in them. Both
the prophecies and promifes of God encourage us to

cherifii this blerTed hope, which, in due time, fhall

certainly be accomplifhed. As the earth, moiftened

by
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by the dew of heaven, brings forth abundance of
herbs for the uf$ of man, fo when the influences of

the holy Spirit defcend upon its inhabitants, it (hall

caft forth the dead in great numbers, who mail fpring

up, and mine forth in all the beauties of holinefs

;

and, at the confummation of all things, by the quick-

ening Spirit of God, which dwelleth in them, the

faints mail be raifed from their graves, to enjoy eter-

nal life. According to the infallible declaration of

the faithful and true Witnefs, c The hour is coming,
* in the which all that are in the graves fhall hear his

* voice, and mall come forth, they that have done
* good, unto the refurrection of life ; and they that

* have done evil, unto the refurre&ion of damna-
' tionV This prediction was remarkably fulfilled

in the time of the Maccabees, under the Old Tefta-

ment; again, under the ISJew Teflament, when the

church was delivered from fevere affliction, and
deadly oppreffion : and we flill look for its more full

accomplifhment, in times that are yet future.

20 11 Come, my people, enter thou into thy

chambers, and fhut thy doors about thee : hide

thyfelf as it were for a little moment, until the

indignation be overpaft.

To the foregoing beautiful fong of mercy anc£

judgment, our prophet fubjoins the epilogue, con-

tained in this and the following verfe ; in which,

fpeaking in the name of God, he confirms the hopes

exprefled by the faithful. He admonifhes them, to

keep themfelves concealed, during the terrible ftorm
of perfecution that was to ariie, by which God in-

tended to prove and purify his church, until the pro-

miied deliverance fhould be accompli(hed, and divine

vengeance executed upon their enemies. The in-

vitation is directed to the people of God : Comer

* John v. 28, 29.

my
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my people; with whom I am intimately connected, who
are in a peculiar manner my property, whom I have
chofen for my heritage, over whom I exercife gra-

cious authority, in whofe welfare I am deeply inte-

refted, and for whofe happinefs I difcover the moil
tender concern : you who are mine, by the ftrong

ties of duty and gratitude, and who have confecrated

yourfelves to my honour and fervice. To fuch, God,
by the prophet, addrefTeth himfelf in the moft affec-

tionate manner. He doth not command them, with

(tern authority, to depart ; but, with inexpreflible con-

defcenfion and kindnefs, he counfels them to come,
to lay afide their former eftrangement, and to ap-

proach him with their whole hearts, in the exercife

of humble dependence and unfufpe&ing confidence.

Upon their dutiful compliance with his jufl demand,
he afiures them, that he will go before them, and
guide them in the way, with his eye fixed upon jf
them; that his prefence fhall attend them, and he
will give them reft.

Enter thou into thy chambers. Chambers are in-

tended, either for retirement, devotion, or fafety ; and
for one or all of thefe purpofes, the people of God
might be directed to repair to them.— Enter into

the fecret chambers of your houfes, and there contem-

plate the glorious attributes of Jehovah, the aftonilh-

ing wonders he hath wrought in favour of his church ;

meditate upon the holy fcriptures, and the promifes

made unto the fathers; employ yourfelves in com-
muning with your hearts ; and, in the exercife of faith

and hope, patience and refignation, commit your-

felves to the care and protection of the Keeper of

Ifrael. Enter into the facred chambers of the fanc-

tuary, where the King of glory entertains his fervants

with the difplays of his mercy, and the fruits of his

loving-kindnefs ; where he vouchfafes to converfe

with them, and they prefent their fupplications before

him, and receive inftruction, afliftance, and comfort

from him, according to their neceflities. There you

Vol. II. 3 N may
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may get your ftrength renewed, your wants fupplied,

your doubts refolved, your fpiritual diftempers cured ;

you may difcover the defigns of his providential dif-

penfations toward you, and reverently inquire into

his good and acceptable will concerning you —Enter
into the inner chambers of fafety, in the ftrong holds

and fortrefles to which you have accefs, where you
hope to enjoy defence from your enemies. Remem-
ber efpecially, that the name of the Lord is a ftrong

tower, to which the righteous run, and are fafe.

When all refuge faileth, do you, after the example of

the patriarch David, flee unto him to hide you* In

his confummate goodnefs, you mail find moft defir*

able relief: his mercy fhall compafs you about as a

fhield ; from his "wifdom, you mail receive direction

and fafe-conduct ; by his power, you (hall be preferved

from evil, and kept as in a garrifon. In his faithful

promifes, which are perfectly fuited to your various

circumftances, you mail find flielter and comfort in

every ftorm \ and, in his watchful providence, which

is employed in executing his purpofes of grace and
mercy toward his church, you mall enjoy never-failing

protection.

To enter into thefe chambers, for the purpofes

mentioned, fuppofes, that we have free accefs to

them ; that the doors are open to give us admifiion

:

it includes, the exercife of fervent prayer, for defence

and fafety ; lively faith in the mercy and power of

Jehovah, to preferve us from evil ; and is accompa-

nied with the diligent performance of duty, whereby
our claim to the divine favour, and the promife of

deliverance, is afcertained. In few words, it is to

renounce dependence on every other refuge, in which

men are apt to feek for fhelter ; and, placing our trufl

in God alone, to have recourfe to him in every dan-

ger, as our dwelling-place, and to repofe ourfelves

under the fhadow of the Almighty. It is to retire

into thefe chambers, even as Noah went into the

ark, by which he was faved from impending calami-

ty!
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ty ; and as Elijah, the prophet, reforted to the pri-

vate place, befide the brock Cherith, where he hid

himfelf, and was miraculoufly fuftained. Having got

into this fanchiary and refuge, we mud keep within

it, as did the Ifraelites within their houfes, when the

deftroying angel went through the land of Egypt.

—

The people of God, having entered their chambers,

are directed to jlnit the doors about them; in allufion

to what perfons do when they are apprehenfive of

diiturbance or danger, from thofe who wiih to do
them mifchief, or when they retire for the purpofes

of devotion. The fervants of God are, in like man-
ner, required to fhut the doors behind them ; to ex-

elude from their minds vain reafonings, carnal affec-

tions, and anxious cares about worldly enjoyments,

which might vex and difquiet them, that they may
entirely confecrate their time to meditation, devotion,

and confidence in God, in patient expectation of his

feafonable appearance in their behalf. This advice

clearly points out, what ought to be our employment
in every feafon of danger. Come, my people, enter

into thy chambers, &c; think of God's mercies, fyp-

plicate his prefence and protection, rely upon his

power and faithfulnefs. Exclude every thing that

might give you uneafinefs, commit yourfelves wholly

to him, and cleave unto the Lord with purpofe of

heart ; and no enemy fhall terrify you, no fuffering

fhall difconcert you, no evil fhall deitroy you. c Many
* are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord
8 delivereth them out of them all V'

Hide thyfelf as- it werefor a little moment. When a

perfon, in imminent danger of falling into the hands

of his enemies, retreats into his chamber, and fhuts

the door, he ftill finds, that even there he may be

much annoyed ; he therefore hides himfelf in fome
ftrong or fecret place, where he expects to enjoy

fafety and comfort. This is the very courfe which

* Pfal. xxxiv. 19.

ths
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the people of God are advifed to follow. If there be
any particular place, any divine perfection, any pre-,

cious promife, or wonderful providence of God, that

you reckon well-adapted to give you tranquillity and
confolation in the time of danger and diftrefs, you
are invited to refort thither. This prudent meafure
was taken by the king of Ifrael, as we learn from
Pfal. cxliii.

c Deliver me, O Lord (faid he), from
* mine enemies : I flee unto thee to hide me.'

The feafon mentioned for this purpofe, is very fhort,

for a little moment* A moment, or the twinkling of

an eye, is the fhorteft fpace of time of which we can

form any juft conception. The word cannot here be
underftood in its ftricl and proper fenfe ; and there-

fore muft be explained with fome latitude, as denot*

ing, a confiderable, though comparatively a fhort fpace

of time. In this extenfive meaning, it is ufed by
Ezra the fcribe, in his prayer to God, where he thus

fpeaks :
c And now for a moment (or for a little

* fpace) grace hath been fhewed from the Lord our
* God *.' In the fame fenfe, the expreffion is ufed in

other paflages of fcripture : ' Sing unto the Lord
* (faith the pfalmift), for his anger endureth but a mo-
' mentf.' And in this prophecy, f For a fmall mo-
* ment have I forfaken thee, but with great mercies
1 will I gather thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer

J.

J

The afflictions of the people of God, when properly

confidered, are of very fhort continuance, as the

apoftle Paul acknowledgeth, in thefe remarkable

words :
' For our light affliction, which is but for a

* moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
* eternal weight of glory ||.' He forms a beautiful

contrail between the affliction and the glory of the

faints : the former, he affirms, is light and momen-
tary ; the latter, he declares, is weighty and eter^

nal. For no more than a fhort period, therefore,

* Ezra ix. 8. f Pfal. xxx. 5. % Ifaiah liv. 7.

jj 2 Cor. iv. 17.

are
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are they required to hide themfelves, which h here

limited, until the indignation be overpqft ; until the

rage and fury of their adverfaries fliall be exhauft-

ed ; until the furious ftorm of divine wrath, which

was to blow upon their malicious perfecutors, (hall

have buried them in ruins. Whilft divine indigna-

tion, like a tempeft, beat upon them with unrelenting

vehemence, how tranquil, happy, and comfortable,

were the fervants of the Mod High, in the chambers

to which they retreated ! In the review of this de-

lightful fubjecl, we may juftly exclaim, e O how great

* is thy goodnefs, which thou haft laid up for them
c that fear thee ; which thou haft wrought for them
' that truft in thee, before the fons of men ! Thou
' fhalt hide them in the fecret of thy prefence from
* the pride of man : thou fhalt keep them fecretly in

' a pavilion from the ftrife of tongues. Blefled be
6 the Lord 5 for he hath fhewed me his marvellous

* fcindnefs, in a ftrong city # *

21 For behold, the Lord cometh out of his

place to punifh the inhabitants of the earth for

their iniquity : the earth alfo fliall difclofe her

blood, and fhall no more cover her flain.

The reafon is here fubjoined upon which the pre-

ceding admonition is founded. The godly ought to

wait with hope and patience, until the indignation be

overpaft, and Jehovah come forth to avenge his own
injured honour, and the wrongs done to his people.—
In the words before us, there is an obvious allufion

to a prince, whofe proper place of refidence is his

palace, from whence, at certain times, he makes ex-

curfions, in order to infpecl the ftate of his kingdom,
to examine into the conduct of his fubjects, and to

difpenfe among them rewards and punifoments ac-<

cording to their deferts. In reference to this practice,

* Pfal. xxxl. 19, 20, 21.

the
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the Lord is faid to come out of his place. The hea-

ven of heavens is his habitation, Adhere he refides

amidft ineffable fplendor, and manifefts his power
and glory, his grace and goodnefs, to ten thoufand

times ten thoufand celeftial worfhippers. Hence the

reply of the church to the inquiry of the Heathen

:

c Where is now your God ? Our God (faid they)
* is in the heavens, he hath done whatfoever pleafed

' him *. -From this holy place, the Lord is faid to

come forth to give glorious demonftrations of his

mercy, in preferving and blefling his people ; and
rich difplays of his righteoufnefs, when he proceeds

to pitnijh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.

The perfons here intended, are doubtlefs the enemies

of the church ; and the iniquity which God was
about to punifh, was their treachery and per6dya

their barbarity and cruelty, exercifed toward his

fervants. Such heinous tranfgreffions he would not

fuffer to pafs without juft retribution, Indeed, there

is hardly any one truth more frequently repeated in

fcripture, than God's determined purpofe to punifh

the workers^ of iniquity. * Though hand join in
* hand, the wicked fhall not pafs unpunifhed f . They
' fhall bear the punifhment of their iniquity, in whom
c

is fin Jl' But I fuppofe that it is unneceffary to

multiply proofs of a propofition, which, however
little confidered as it ought, cannot be controverted.

How often doth the righteous Governor of the uni-

verfe, in the courfe of his providence, inflict awful

judgments on the inhabitants of the earth for their

fins ! Let us then wifely employ the terrors, as

well as the mercies of the Lord, as means to preferve

us from the practice of that iniquity which expofes to

punifhment from the Almighty.

The earth alfo fhall difclofe her blood, and fhall n&

more cover herjlain. The blood of the faints, who

* Pfal. cxv.-2, 3. f Prov. xi. 21. % Hofea xii. 8.

Marginal tranflation.

were
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were flain for the teftimony of Jefus, and the word of

God, is doubtlefs the blood which is chiefly intended.

The people of God, the meek, the innocent, the un-

armed followers of Jefus Chrift, who, like fheep,

were cruelly put to death, by their powerful barba-

rous perfecutors, are the flain which {hall be difco-

vered. To fhed innocent blood, is unqueftionably an

enormous crime ; to fhed innocent blood on account

of religion, is (till greater wickednefs : but to murder
the fervants of the living God, the appointed mini-

fters of his church, is a fpecies of barbarity which I

have not a name to exprefs. This atrocious wicked-

nefs, this wanton cruelty, hath been perpetrated in

almoft every age. c For thy fake, O Lord (faid his
c opprefled people in ancient times), we are killed
c

all the day long ; we are counted as fheep for the
' flaughter f and the hiftory of the church, in every

period, bears teftimony, that this hath been their

condition in following generations. In his wonderful

clemency and forbearance, God hath fometimes per-

mitted thofe bloody fcenes, which have been acted in

different kingdoms, to pafs for a time unpunifhed, as

if he regarded them not : but when he cometh forth

out of his place to execute vengeance upon the ene-

mies of his people, who have fhed the blood of his

fervants, their dreadful cruelties fhall be publifhed, and
terrible punifliments fhall be inflicted upon them.

This prediction, which was literally fulfilled in the

times of the Maccabees, hath been again accomplish-

ed in feveral ages of the church ; and probably fhall

yet be verified in future times, when God fhall ap-

pear to avenge the blood of his faints, that hath been
poured out by their adverfaries. And at the final

judgment, all the wicked actions of men, which they

have induftrioufly concealed, fhall be brought to light,

and punifhed. In this profpect, when you behold,

or hear of cruel oppreflbrs, violent tyrants, and in-

exorable conquerors, injuring and perfecuting good
people, recollect the certain retribution they fhall re-

ceive
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ceive from God ; and let this confideration compofe
your difturbed minds. There is no darknefs, or

fhadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may
hide themfelves : though they endeavour to conceal

their crimes, the earth will difclofe them. As the

apoftle Paul obferved, c Some mens fins are open be-
* forehand, going before to judgment. Men eafily

fee what they are, and judge of what they have done.
* And fome men they follow after :' though at firft they

were hid, they are afterward difcovered. He adds, in

the next verfe, * Likewife alfo the good works of
* fome are manifeft beforehand, and they that are
* otherwife cannot be hid.' Notwithftanding the

good works of the upright are not prefently laid open
to view, they (hall ere long be fully manifefted.

Neither good nor bad actions fhall long remain hid

:

for according to the words of Jefus Chrift, * There
* is nothing covered, that fhall not be revealed ^
* neither hid, that fhall not be knownV

* Luke xii. 2.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

OUR prophet, having finifhed the beautiful fong

of triumph, recorded in the foregoing chapters,

proceeds, in the one now before us, to conclude his

difcourfe, by more fully explaining and illuftrating

the falutary effects which were to refult to the people

of God from the calamities above predicted. The
awful vengeance which God was to execute upon
their adverfaries, and the afflictions with which they

themfelves were to be vifited, fhould be accompanied
with the richefl difplays of the peculiar favour, and
tender care, of divine providence toward them. Un-
der the direction of infinite wifdom, they were to be-

come fubfervient for promoting their purity and en-

largement, for delivering them from idolatry and fu-

perftition, for rendering them fruitful in every good
work, for increafing among them the mod amiable

union and concord, and for exciting the fervants of

God to zealous activity, in calling thofe who were
afar off, into the city and kingdom of Jehovah.

The portion of this elegant and excellent difcourfe,

contained in this chapter, may be diftributed into

four parts, which accurately delineate the remarkable

fortunes of the future times, to which it hath a di-

rect reference. The deftruction of the kings and
princes that were adverfe to the people of God,
ver. i. The eftablifhment and felicity of the

church, after being purified from corruption, under
the peculiar care of divine providence, ver. 2.—5.

The progrefs and increafe of the church, through the

grace and favour of God, after the overthrow of their

enemies, ver. 6.— 11. The collection of the elect

of God from their difperfions, and the calling of

thofe who were outcafts, to the wormip of Jehovah,
and communion with the citizens of Jerufalem. In

humble dependence upon the Father of lights, for di-

rection and afliflance, let us attentively confider thefa

feveral topics which are here treated of.

Vol. II. 3 O CHAP,
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CHAP. XXVIL

IN that day the Lord with his fore and great

and ftrong fword {hall punifh leviathan the

piercing ferpent, even leviathan that crooked

ferpent, and he fhall flay the dragon that is in

the fea.

« The terrible overthrow of thofe formidable poten-

tates and princes, who were inimical to the people of

God, is here foretold in allegorical language. This

prediction may not improperly be confidered as con-

nected with the preceding triumphant fong, and might,

perhaps, with propriety, have been included in the

foregoing chapter.^ The awful vifitation foretold

by the prophet, is limited to a certain period, pointed

at by thefe words, In that day. At, or foon after,

the time wherein God fhall come forth to punifh the

inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the

earth fhall difclofe her blood, he will accomplifh this

dreadful threatening : or, perhaps, this prophecy may
be connected with the one delivered, chap. xxiv. 21.

where it is written, that ' the Lord fhall punifh the

* hofl of the high ones that are on high, and the
6 kings of the earth upon the earth.' Two fublime

hymns of praife having been fubjoined to the predic-

tions contained in that chapter, the infpired writer

now proceeds to relate more particularly, fome extra-

ordinary events, which were to happen at that remark-

able period when the liberation of the church fhould

take place, and divine vengeance be executed upon
thofe powerful enemies and perfecutors by whom
they had been affli&ed.

Three terrible voracious animals are here men-
tioned ; the firft of which is, leviathan the piercing

ferpent. The crocodile is probably the creature in-

tended by this defcription, to whom it may be very

well applied. This monfter, which lives both on
land
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land and in water, lies frequently about the river Nile,

in Egypt ; and is faid to have been feen in fome places

of America. It meafures from about fifteen to thirty

feet long. It has about fixty joints on the back,

covered with a certain kind of bark or {hell, fo hard

that a dart or fpear cannot penetrate it. Its body is

fo firm and (tiff, that it cannot eafily turn or wind it-

felf, even when purfuing its prey ; fo that the eafieft

way of efcaping from this dangerous creature, is by
making frequent fhort turns. It is called a ferpent,

becaufe oT the fhortnefs of its legs, on which it feems

rather to creep than to walk ; and it is diftinguiftied

by the name of the piercing or ftraight ferpent, be-

caufe it does not roll itfelf up in folds, like that which
is next fpoken of Leviathan that crooked or long

ferpent, which is flexible and winding, eafily coiling

itfelf up in a circular form. Of all the wild and dan-

gerous animals that are hoflile to mankind, this is the

mod terrible and hideous. Many things have been
collected refpecting this creature by a celebrated

writer % fome of which exceed belief: among thefe,

is a circumftance that he relates concerning its prodi-

gious fize ; " Attilus Regulus, the conful, in the firft

" Punic war, encountered one that had its refidence
" at the river Bagrada, in Africa, which, after fuftain-

" ing a long and furious attack from his whole army,
<c was at length overpowered with flones and darts.

" Such was its enormous length, that its flan, which
" was fent to Rome, meafured one hundred and
" twenty feet." The third fpecies of living crea-

tures here mentioned, is the dragon that is in, the fea.

By the lad part of this description, he is diftinguifhed

from the dragon that frequents rivers and marfhy
grounds, and from him that refides in the deferts.

The fea-monfter, or whale, is probably the filh that is

intended. In the very elegant djefcription of this

fergeft of all living creatures, which God himfelf gave

* Bochart Hieroz, part ii. book v, chap. xii.

to.
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to his fervant Job, he beautifully delineates, in glow-

ing colours, his prodigious bulk, his untraceable dif*

portion, his immenfe Itrength, the difficulty and dan-

ger of catching him ; and thus concludes* ' He be-

* holdeth all high things : he is a king over all the
c children of prideV

Thefe large animals are here fpoken of allegori-

cally, to denote, fome great potentates, the enemies

and perfecutors of the people of God ; for it cannot

reafonably be fuppofed, that they are literally the fub-

ject of prophecy. In this fenfe, the leviathan and the

dragon may denote, thofe powerful cruel princes

and monarchs, who, actuated by pride, avarice, and
envy, inflamed with hatred and rage againfl: true,

religion, and its inoffenfive unarmed confefibrs,

thirfted for their blood, and inhumanly devoured

them, as wild beads do their prey. Thefe are the

crocodiles, the ferpents, and the dragons, which God
threatens feverely to punifru In prophetic ftyle, they

are often mentioned by the names of ferocious ani-

mals : thus Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is propbefied of

by Ezekiel, as the great dragon, that lieth in the

midft of the rivers f . In like manner, the prophet

Jeremiah introduces the church, complaining in thefe

words :
c Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, hath

* devoured me—he hath fwallowed me like a dra-

* gon
J.'

The import then of this prophecy will be,

that, at the time referred to, the Lord, by means of

flrong and irrefiftible judgments, would deftroy thofe

great monarchs, who were the fierce relentlefs perfe-

cutors of his people. The fword of the Lord, in the

prophetic fcriptures, denotes, thofe violent divine judg-

ments which proceed immediately from his power
and righteoufnefs, and carry along with them inevi-

table deftru&ion. * Deliver me, O Lord (faid David,
* king of Ifrael), from the wicked, which are thy
* fword,' by whom thou punifheft tranfgrefTors. This

* Job xli. 34. f Ezek. xxix. 3. J Jer. li. 34.

fword
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fword is called a fore, a great and ftrong fword, tQ

intimate, the very afflictive and irrefiftible judgments

which were thereby to be inflicted, and their power

to kill and deftroy thofe on whom they were exe-

cuted.

Various have been the opinions of learned men, as

to the kingdoms and powers which are efpecially in-

tended in this prophecy. To me, the expofition of

the learned Vitringa feems to be beft founded, neareft

the truth, and moft confiftent with the fcope of the

prophet. He fays, that by the two leviathans, are to

be underftood, the kingdoms of Egypt and Affyria -,

and by the dragon in the midfl of the fea, is meant,

the king of Arabia, including the neighbouring na-

tions, fuch as the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Idu-

means, and Tyrians, who were inimical to the people

of God under the Old Teftament, Thefe hoftile

powers to the kingdom of God, were feverely

punifhed by Jehovah, when he came forth to execute

righteous vengeance upon the malicious adverfaries

of his people. They were, however, followed by
others, who, in fome refpects, refembled the crea-

tures here fpecified, and who in latter times have ha-

raffed and perfecuted the church. In this view, by
leviathan the piercing or ftraight ferpent, may be

meant, thofe perfecutors of the difciples of Jefus

Chrift, who, without any fpecious pretexts, have

greatly injured and afflicted them : fuch were fome
of the Roman emperors. By leviathan the crooked
ferpent, may be fignified, thofe malicious oppofers of

the church, who, under fome feigned appearance, by
various ftratagems, haVe discovered the ftrongeft en-

miry againft their fafety and happinefs. By the dra-

gon in the midfl of the fea, may be intended, myfti-

cal Babylon ; Rome, called Chriftian, after it became
corrupt in doctrine and practice, comprehending all

thofe powers which fhed the blood of the faints ot the

Moft High. According to this interpretation, all

thcfe implacable adverfaries of the church of God
mall,
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fhall, at the time referred to, be punifhed and flain,

From all which we conclude, that this prophecy hath,

in fome meafure, been already fulfilled ; and that it

fhall be farther accomplifhed in times yet future. As
Jehovah hath declared, he will certainly avenge the

wrongs done to his people. Kings and princes, how-
ever great and powerful, who have molefted and in*

jured them, he will puniih. Though vengeance may
feem to his fervants to be long delayed, yet their cries

fhall be heard, and in due time he will recompenfe

their adverfaries : he will make inquifition for blood,

and publicly revenge the blood of his fervants which
hath been fhed *<,

2 In that day fmg ye unto her, A vineyard

of red wine.

Our prophet how proceeds to reprefent the efta-

blifhment and felicity of the church, under the con-

flant care and protection of God, after having been
purified in the furnace of affliction. At the period

wherein God was to inflict deferved punifhment upon
the powerful malicious perfecutors of his people, they

are invited to fmg to one another, celebrating the

fafety and happinefs of thofe who have God for their

defence. In this pleafant exercife, they were directed

to exprefs their joy in the divine adminiftration ; to

cheer the hearts of their brethren, which had been

greatly depreffed by manifold difcouragements, afflic-

tions, and forrows ; and to animate them to rejoice

in the Lord, and his abundant mercy. When dif-

courfing from the fifth chapter of this prophecy, I

treated of the beautiful figure here ufed, by which

the people of God are represented as a vineyard : at

prefent, I fhall not recapitulate what was then faid on
this fubjecl. With great propriety and elegance, the

church is called, A vineyard of red wine \ u e. of vines

* Pfal. Ixxix. io.

bearing
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bearing grapes, that yielded red wine, which, in the

land of Canaan, was celebrated as the ftrongeft and
mod excellent, and much preferable to white wine.

Hence Mofes, when reminding the Ifraelites of the-

kindnefs of God, in granting them the pofieflion of

that rich country, takes notice of this circumftance,

among others, that ' they drank the pure blood of the
6 grape*/ The church of God, though internally

excellent, and bearing much fruit, acceptable to God,
and ufefui to men, yet, like vines, their external ap-

pearance is often mean, having in it little to attract

admiration. Notwithftanding, from faith unfeigned,

and love without diffimulation, they pour out fuppli-

cations unto God, which afcend as incenfe before his

throne. By the acknowledgment of the truth which
is according to godlinefs, and the practice of all the

Chriftian virtues, they glorify their heavenly Father,

and prove highly beneficial to fociety. Like a vine-

yard of red wine, which was a fource of opulence, as

well as pleafure, to its proprietor, the church is the

inheritance, the portion, the peculiar treafure of Je-

hovah, which yields him the fruits of praife, honour,
and glory, and in which he delights to dwell.

3 I the Lord do keep it, I will water it

every moment ; left any hurt it, I will keep it

night and day.

Jehovah is next introduced, exprefling his admir-
able care, and vigilant attention, to the interefts of
his people, who were fpoken of, in the preceding
verfe, under the beautiful figure of a vineyard. He
folemnly declares his tender folicitude for their wel-

fare, and gives the mod explicit reviving afTurance,

that he will always do every thing necefiary for their

fafety and happinefs ; and that he might give the

greater weight to what he fays, he feems to glory in

* Deut. xxxii. 14^

his
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his connection with them. The Lord God hath a

vineyard upon the earth, of which he is the fole pro-

prietor, and conftant keeper. He is the Hufbandman,
as Jefus Chrift affirms, in the parable concerning the

vine ; the Shepherd and Bifhop of his church, toward

which, he, in every refpect, performs all thofe acts of

kindnefs that circumftances require. / the Lord
do keep it. I the Lord of heaven and earth, of angels

and men, with unremitting attention, obferve what
paries within it, and what is done againft it. All its

interefts are continually under my peculiar direction

and management. I preferve it in order, allowing it

to want for nothing that is neceflary to promote either

its beauty or fruitfulnefs. I protect it from the many
enemies that would injure and lay it wafte. I keep

it, left any hurt it, through malice or careleflhefs,

either of fixed purpofe, or by rafh precipitancy. It

hath many powerful adverfaries, who are hoflile to its

beft interefts, and who unite their efforts to deflroy

or burn it up with fire : but the gates of hell, and the

powers on earth, mail never be able to prevail againft

it. I the Lord God Almighty do keep my church,

compofed of all thofe who are written in the book of

life. By my providence and grace, I fortify them
againft the attacks of their foes, I preferve them in

fafety amidft every danger, 1 deliver them from every

impurity, and I enrich them with every blefling. Nei-

ther temptations nor offences, afflictions nor perfec-

tions, fliall effentially injure them: the violence of

enemies (hall be reprefled, and their malevolent af-

faults converted into real benefits. The Lord will be

a wall of fire round about his people, and the glory

in the midft of them : he will keep them as in a gar-

rifon, yea, as the apple of his eye ; and therefore they

ought conftantly to rely on his gracious protection.

—

This vigilance and care of Jehovah over his church is

unremitting.

Night and day, comprife in them every imaginable

fpace of time. The expreflion plainly imports, the

uninterrupted
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uninterrupted continuance, and everlafting perpetuity,

of this ineftimable privilege, and that the people of

God are under his divine protection at all feafons.

The enemies of the vineyard of the Lord of hofts, are

reftlefs and unwearied in their attempts to hurt and

deftroy it : but he who keeps it, neither {lumbers nor

ileeps, as it is written in Pfal. cxxi. c The Lord is thy
* keeper : the Lord is thy made on thy tight hand.
* The fun (hall not fmite thee by day, nor the moon
4 by night/ It is not fo difficult to keep a vineyard

by day, when the light mines, that difcovers every

danger, as to watch it by night, when the darknefs

prevents from feeing thofe who might injure it. But
to the Keeper of Ifrael, the darknefs and the light are

both alike : the darknefs hideth not from him ; but

the night fhineth as the day. He watches over his

people, not only in the ferene and clear day of pro-

sperity, and preferves them from falling a prey to

thofe temptations which, in fuch feafons, are pecu-

liarly dangerous ; but, in the dark and ftormy night

of affliction and perfecution, he preferves them from

furrounding evils, and fecures all their bed interefts.

He delivers them from the peftilence that walketh in

darknefs, as well as from the deftru&ion that wafteth

at noon-day. When we confider aright our own
weaknefs, and the many fubtle and powerful enemies

with which we are environed, we may juftly be over-

whelmed with difmaying fears. But when we look

up to thofe hills from whence our aid doth come, and

behold that omnipotent arm which guards us, and

forms around us an invincible defence, which gives

fafety and liability in the mod perilous circumftances,

we have good caufe to triumph in that almighty power

and grace which continually upholds us—especially

as it is added,

/ will water it every moment, Thefe words clearly

relate to the plentiful and continual communication

of the gifts and graces of the holy Spirit unto the

church. This promifed efFufion is no lefs neceffary

Vol. II. 3 P to
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to the profperity and fruitfulnefs of the church, than
rain from heaven is to the fertility of the earth. By
this means, faith and hope, humility and love, piety

and purity, with every other grace, are conveyed,

cherifhed, and ftrengthened ; the faints are conducted

to the knowledge of God's ways ; arid the means of

falvation are rendered effectual for promoting the

purpofes of their inftitution. From the regular and
abundant fupply of the Spirit of God, of whkh the

vineyard of Jehovah is affured, arifes fpiritual growth,

fruitfulnefs, and perfeverance. By this ineftimable

benefit, they grow up in all things to Chrift, who is

the Head : having nourifhment miniftered, and being

knit together, as the apoflle Paul fpeaks, they increafe

with the increafe of God. Through its benign in-

fluence accompanying the miniftration of the word
and ordinances of God, the number of the faithful is

increafed ; their graces and virtues are exercifed and
improved. Indeed, this falutary bleffing is abfolutely

neceffary to the exiftence and comfort of the church,

and of every individual, in his fpiritual capacity, be*

longing to this highly favoured fociety. Deprived of

this important bleffing, they would become like the

barren wildernefs, and the heath in the defert. Ac-
commodating himfelf therefore to the neceffities of

his church, the Lord promifeth, I will water it every

moment. With unremitting attention, he feafonably

pours forth frefh fupplies of his quickening Spirit

upon his fervants, whereby he renders them like trees

planted by rivers of water, that bring forth their

fruit in feafon. By thefe reviving communications,

he heals their backflidings, he enlivens their languid

graces, he repairs their decayed ftrength, he recovers

them from their fpiritual maladies, and makes them
fruitful in every good work. We plead thy pro-

mife, O Lord! We befeech thee do as thou hail

faid :
c Pour out water upon him that is thirfly, and

' floods upon the dry ground : pour thy Spirit upon
* our children, and thy bleffuig upon our offspring.

'And



Ver.4- PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 4&3

* And they fhall fpring up as among the grafs, as
1 willows by the water-courfes..'

4 Fury is not in me : who would fet the

briers and thorns againft me in battle ? I would
go through them, I would burn them together.

The Lord here proclaims his own amiable charac-

ter ; and reprefents, in ftrong terms, the extreme
folly and danger of forming any oppofition to the

execution of his purpofes. Fury in man, is anger
raifed to the higheft pitch, when the mind is filled

with indignation and keen refentment. Of this paf-

fion, may be affirmed what Solomon faith of jealoufy,

* It is the rage of a man ;' who, when under its in-

fluence, will not fpare to take vengeance on thofe

with whom he is offended. This remark we fee ex-

emplified in Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who,
when informed of the determined refolution of Sha-

drach, Mefhech, and Abednego, not to obey his or-

ders, was filled with fury, and commanded them to

be cafl into the fiery furnace, after it was heated feven

limes. In ftrict propriety of fpeech, fury is not in

God : it is not in him, as in men, a turbulent uneafy

paffion, that deprives of facred tranquillity and felf-

enjoyment ; nor is it manifefted by fuch improper ef-

fects as arife too frequently from the higheft human
difpleafure. It is not in him, toward his people., to

whom he is always well affected ; and when he, fees

neceffary to correct them feverely for their faults, this

doth not proceed fo much from wrath, as from real

regard to their welfare. Such difpenfations which
are defigned to give a more full difplay of the divine

glory than could otherwife be enjoyed, are to be

traced to other and higher caufes than anger or ven-

geance. True indeed, fury is, in fome paffages of

fcripture, afcribed to God. « The Lord (faith the
6 prophet Nahum) is jealous : the Lord revengeth,
6 and is furious : the Lord will take vengeance on

<*m\
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* his adverfaries ; and he referveth wrath for his ene-
* mies V Such expreflions are ufed, in condefcenfion

to human weaknefs, to aflift our feeble apprehenfions

;

and mufl always be underftood in a manner confident

with the infinite perfections of Jehovah. Fury attri-

buted to him, denotes no more than his juft hatred

and indignation againft fin, and his determined pur-

pofe to fhew his refentment by the execution of righ-,

teous judgment. If, upon any occafion, his anger is.

kindled, and burneth like fury, it is not againft his.

church, but againft perfons of a very different defcrip^.

tion from them.

Who would fet the briers and thorns againft me m
battle? The briers and thorns, which are not here li-

terally to be underftood, may denote, hypocritical and
evil men, profane finners, who walk in the ways of

their own hearts, and mock at facred things. People

of thefe characters are juftly reprefented by this meta-

phor, becaufe they are barren and unprofitable, hurt-

ful and troublefome : they are apt to over-run the

vineyard of the church* to injure its fertility, and at

laft they will prove proper fewel for the fire of God's
anger. Under this emblem, they are often mentioned
in fcripture. c The bell of them (faith God, by the
* prophet Micah) is as a brier : the moil upright is

* fharper than a thorn f
.' Now the Lord inquires,

Who wouldfet the briers and thorns againft me in battle?

Who that is not deftitute of underftanding, and alto-

gether infatuated, would act fo prefumptuoully and
foolifhly ? Words and comparisons are infufficient

fully to reprefent the unreafonablenefs and malignity

of fuch conduct, which is more abfurd than any thing

that we can imagine. Who would fet briers and
thorns in oppofition to God, who is a confuming
* fire?—-

—

I would go through them, I would burn them

together, even as the flame devours the combuftible

materials that are laid in its way. Though fury is

* Nahum i. 2. f Micah vii. 4,

not
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not in God, with refpect to his peculiar people, whom
he confiders as his vineyard, and toward whom he

entertains a kind affection; yet his wrath is kindled

agamft hypocritical profane tranfgrelTors, who fet

fhemfelves in oppofition to him, and who, unlefs they

repent, and take hold of his ftrength, fhall be caft into

unquenchable fire.
4 The wicked (faith God, by the

* prophet David) fhall be turned into hell, and all the

* nations that forget God V If thofe who are vexa-

tious and troublefome to the vineyard of Jehovah, fhall

prefume to contend with him, he can as eafily and fud-

denly confume them, as the fire burns the briers and

the thorns How infignificant and vain is all the op-

pofition which finners can pofTibly make to the mighty

God ! The weaknefs of God is flronger than man.

The apoftle Paul repreiTes the foolifh prefumption of

obftinate tranfgrelTors by this pointed interrogatory,

which perfons of this fort would do well to confider

:

c Do we provoke the Lord to jealoufy ? are we
* flronger than hef.' Are you able to contend with

the Almighty, who can crufh you as a moth, who can

break you in pieces as a potter's veffel, who can con-

fume you as the fire doth briers and thorns ?

5 Or let him take hold of my ftrength, that

he may make peace with me, and he fliall make
peace with me.

Thefe words point out the only way whereby fin-

ners, who have cjppofed God, may attain peace and

reconciliation with him. Some learned commen-
tators have obferved, that the Hebrew word here ren-

dered or, fignifies alfo unlefs, which feems to be the

preferable tranflation in this verfe. What is meant

by the ftrength of Jehovah ? and what, by taking hold

of it ? The ftrength of the Lord is his almighty

power, for which nothing is impolTible. It is that

* Pfal. ix. 17. +1 Cor. x. 22.

divine
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divine attribute (yea, the excellency of all the divine

perfections) whereby God faveth perifhing trank

greffors, who have recourfe to him, by faith in his

power and grace, and by earned fupplication. It is

that omnipotent ftrength, whereby he grants them
remiffion of fins, delivers them from the bondage of

corruption, fanctifies, and furnifhes them with all

might in the inner man ; whereby he defends them

from the power of their enemies, gives them victory

over death, and exalts them to glory, honour, and

immortality. Upon this all-fufficient ftrength, refts.

the faith and hope of fmners, ready to periih under

the accumulated guilt that they have contracted. Of
all the glorious perfections of Jehovah, this ftrength

is the moft amiable, and molt celebrated in fcrip-

ture, as the fure foundation on which humble con-

vinced finners build their hopes of deliverance. Such

are the fentiments expreffed by the facred writers on
this interesting fubjecl: :

' In the Lord have I righ-

* teoufnefs and ftrength *. In God is my falvation,

* and my glory : the rock of my ftrength, and my
* refuge is in Godf. Blefled is the man whofe
* ftrength is in thee : in whofe heart are the ways of

' them J/ who have not lifted up their foul unto va-

nity, who depend not on their own righteoufnefs and

ftrength, and are heartily willing to accept of falva-

tion from God as his free gift. This almighty

ftrength the faints, of every age, have highly extol-

led, and exulted in the thoughts of its being employ-

ed for their benefit. * The Lord isjny rock, and my
* fortrefs, and my deliverer : my God, my ftrength,

* in whom I will truft ||.' And from the comfortable

experience they have had of its divine efficacy for

the moft important purpofes, they excite others to

afpire after this precious blefling. * Seek the Lord,
' and his ftrength: feek his face for ever more.'

* Ifaiah xlv. 24. f Pi
*

al> lxIi - 7' t Pfal - kxxiv. 5.

J|
Pfal. xviii. 2.

This
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This laft quotation directs to the improvement you
ought to make of this article.

Let us next confider, what is meant by taking hold
of this ftrength. This expreflion probably alludes

to an ancient cuftom among the Hebrews. When
any perfon was fenfible that he had forfeited his life

by fome enormous tranfgreflion, he went and laid

hold on the horns of the altar, where he reckoned
himfelf fafe. Two remarkable inftances of this fort

occur in the Old-Teflament hiftory : the one, refpecl:-

ing Joab, and the other, Adonijah ; of which we read

in 1 Kings i. 50. and in chap. xi. 28. In reference

to this practice, the Lord faith, in the words before

us, Let him that wifheth to make peace with me, lay

hold of my ftrength. Jefus Chrift, the great Memah,
is emphatically ftyled, the power of God ; the altar

to which finners, convinced of the folly and danger
of acting in oppofition to the Moft High, ought to

flee, in the exercife of lively faith and true penitence,

and lay hold of this all-fufficient Saviour, as the only

hope fet before us. Upon this almighty Redeemer,
concerning whom the prophet Micah foretold, ' that he
s mould feed his people in the ftrength of Jehovah, in
* the majefty of the name of his God,' we muft entirely

depend, for reconciliation with our offended Sove-

reign, for eternal redemption, and every needful

bleffing. Humbly abafmg ourfelves in his prefence,

on account of our tranfgreffions, we muft wreftle

with him, as did Jacob, refufing to let him go, until

he blefs us with ftrength. Like Mofes, when plead-

ing for pardon to Ifrael, we fhould befeech him, to

let his power be great, according as he hath fpoken

;

and, with the apoftle Paul, to follow after, that we
may apprehend that for which alfo we are apprehend-

ed of Chrift Jefus. This is the way to get his ftrength

perfected in our weaknefs, to be ftrengthened with

all might by his glorious power, and to receive all

thofe fupplies of grace that our neceflities may re-

quire. Do you then, my friends, take hold of

God's



4»8 LECTURES on-the Chap. XXVIt

God's ftrength : firmly depend upon his glorious all-

fufficiency, who is able to do for you above what you
can afk or think : have continual recourfe to his ful-

nefs, for relief in all your neceflities ; and humbly
relying on his power, endeavour to the utmoft to

ferve and obey him.

That he may make peace with me. Whilft men con-

tinue at variance with God, and act in oppofition to

him, all his attributes are in hoftility againft them,

and threaten with irremediable deflru&ion. How
deplorable their condition, who are continually ex-

pofed to the wrath of almighty God ; and who,
wherever they go, are (till within the reach of his

vengeance, which may feize upon them every mo-
ment ! How folicitous then ought we to be, to make
peace with God, by taking hold of his flrength, that

we may have him for our faithful Friend, our fun,

our fhield, and exceeding great reward ! How defer-

able, how comfortable, to have his glorious perfec-

tions employed for our benefit, to have his kind pro-

vidence to protect and blefs us, to have interefl in all

his precious promifes, to have his Spirit to fan&ify

and comfort us, and to be interefled, through the

great Redeemer, in all the bleffings of the covenant

of peace ! Happy they who are in fuch a cafe as this

!

This facred peace with God is a fource of never-

failing confolation and joy ; for when once eftablifhed,

however forlorn our external circumftances, we have

accefs to our befl Friend, and are admitted to delight-

ful communion with him. This ineftimable benefit

was procured by Jefus Chrift, who made peace by
the blood of his crofs, and conveys it in the mofl en-

dearing manner. Such is its divine influence, that it

rules in the heart, it tranquillizes the mind, it com-
pofes the paflions, and diffufes a fweet ferenity through

the whole foul. Being founded on the promife, the

oath, and covenant of God, and acquired by the life

and death, the refurreclion and interceflion of his

own Son, it is permanent and fatisfying. When
therefore
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therefore the Son of God was going to leave his dif-

ciples, and give them his parting blefTing, which in-

cluded all the happinefs his liberal heart could devife,

he thus exprefled himfelf :
c Peace I leave with you j

* my peace I give unto you V
And he fhall make peace with me. Thefe words

give comfortable aflurance of the happy fuccefs that

mall accompany the means which God hath prescrib-

ed, in order to making peace with him. By taking

hold of God's (Irength, thofe convictions which were
felt by the mind, when awakened to a proper fenfe

of fin, fhall be removed ; the difquietude arifing from
an evil confcience (hall be pacified ; the wounds made
by fin (hall be healed ; former hoftilities (hall be laid

afide ; and the alarms excited in the fufpicious bread
fhall no more be heard. The joyful tidings of recon-

ciliation (hall be liftened to with pleafure and admira-

tion.
c

I am pacified toward you, faith the Lord

—

* mine anger is turned away—your iniquities are par-
6 doned—I will not execute upon you the fiercenefs
c of my wrath.' The glad news are received with

humble gratitude, that a perfect; facrifice hath been

offered to expiate the guilt of tranfgreflion, that a

complete ranfom is found fufficient to obtain the de-

liverance of captives, that a fountain is opened which
cleanfeth from all impurity, and that fufficient provi-

fion is made for reftoring peace between an offended

God, and thofe who were at variance with him.

The blood of Chrifl being fprinkled upon the

heart by the Holy Ghofl, in the language of an in-

fpired writer, we have h eace with God, through our

Lord Jefus Chrifl, by whom we receive the atone-

ment. Thus are we furnifhed with a fatisfying reply

to every difficulty that can be (farted on this fubjec~t,

and with the anfvver of a good confcience toward

God, by the refurrection of Jefus Chrifl from the

dead. I fhall give it you in the emphatical words of

* John xlv. 27.

Vol. II. 3 (^ the



'490 LECTURES on the Chap.XXVIL

the apoftle Paul :
c Who is he that condemneth ? It

1
is Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifen again,

c who is even at the right hand of God, who alfo

* maketh interceflion for us V Senfible of the

evil of your former ways, and the danger to which
you are thereby expofed, throw down, with noble

difdain, the weapons of rebellion, whereby you have

a&ed in hoftility againfl him. Proftrate yourfelf in

his gracious prefence, and, with real penitence, ac-

knowledge your tranfgrelTions. Humble yourfelf in

his fight, and earneftly implore his mercy, through

the mediation of his Son, that, being reconciled unto

him, you may live in peace ; and the God of love

and peace fhall be with you. If any of you think

that I have treated this verfe too much in the lan-

guage of the New Teftament, and not in a manner
fuited to the more obfcure views of the church under

the former difpenfation, I fhall only fay, that the way
of peace being now more clearly revealed than it then

was, I judged that I mould have been culpable, had
I not availed myfelf of the light thrown upon this im-

portant fubject by the new and better Teftament.

6 He fhall caufe them that come of Jacob to

take root : Ifrael fhall bloffom and bud, and fill

the face of the world with fruit.

The enlargement and fruitfulnefs of the church of
God, after having been delivered from afflictions and
perfecutions, are here foretold in beautiful figurative

language.
,
If fury is not in God, with refpeS to his

church ; if he hath no other view in afflicting his

people, than to promote their real benefit, and to fe-

parate from them hypocritical profefTors and profane

finners ; then, after thefe purpofes are attained, the

church rauit fhine forth with much additional light

and purity. This important event is predicted in the

* Rom. viii. 34.

verfe
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verfe now before us. The perfons to whom this

prophecy relates, are thofe that come of Jacob and
Ifrael, not only the lineal defcendants, the natural po-

sterity of that renowned patriarch, but efpecially his

fpiritual offspring, who refemble him in integrity of

heart, in importunity in prayer, and fimplicity of
manners. Them the Lord

Shall caufe to take root. There is an obvious allu-

fion, in thefe words, to the figurative defcription that

is fometimes given in fcripture of the godly, who are

compared to fruit-bearing trees. As trees muft take

faft hold of the earth in which they are planted, be-

fore they bloffom and bear fruit, fo Ifrael mud caft

forth their roots as Lebanon, be rooted and grounded
in love, and eftablifhed by grace, that they may be-

come fruitful in holinefs and righteoufnefs. To this

fteadfaftnefs in the faith, the prediction before us

plainly refers. After which' it is foretold, Ifrael

jhall bloffom and bud. They (hall aflume the mod pro-

mifing and flourifhing appearances, portending the

abundance of good fruits which they were to yield in

due feafon. Accordingly, it is immediately added,

Andfill the face of the world with fruit. The fruits

which they were to produce, are in fcripture denomi-
nated, in reference to the fecret caufe from which they

proceed, c the fruits of the Spirit V In refpect to the

fubftantial matter whereof they are compofed, they

are called, the c
fruits of holinefs and righteoufnefs \}

In allufion to the peculiar character of thofe who bear

them to perfection, they are faid to be 4 fruits meet
* for repentance

J.'
4 The root of the righteous

6
(faith Solomon) yieldeth fruit

J|.'
The firft fruits

of their hearts, are good thoughts, which ripen into ac-

tions ; and therefore David, king of Ifrael, thus fpeaks

:

* How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God

!

c how great is the fum of them !' The thoughts that

* Gal. v. 22.
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I have of thee, O Lord, are exceeding precious unto

me, and I have more of them than I am able to

recount. Good thoughts are always accompanied
with good affections ; iuch as, love and delight, hope
and joy : both iffue in holy refolutions, and ufe-

ful converfation, which tend to edification and com-
fort : thefe are ever productive of good works, of

holinefs toward God, of righteoufnefs and charity

toward men. Such are the amiable fruits wherewith

Ifrael mall fill the face of the world* So numerous
and fragrant were they to be, that, through the bleff-

ing of God, who giveth the increafe, they fhould ex-

tend their benign influence, and falutary effects, over

all the earth. The fact hath already, in forne mea-
Aire, correfponded with the prediction. About the

time of the Maccabees, the natural posterity of Jacob
were greatly increafed, and fpread themfelves over the

world, with the fruits of their religion. At the me-
morable aera of the Reformation, the church of God,
being delivered from affliction and perfecution, in a

fhort time, extended its boundaries to many king-

doms and dates, and filled the world with excellent

fruits : and, in periods yet future, we truft it (hall re-

ceive its full completion, when the church, being

again purified by affliction, mall fhine forth in the

beauties of holinefs. 1 befeech you then, brethren,

to walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleafmg, being
Fruitful in every good work. Walk worthy of God,
by cultivating a growing acquaintance with him, by
endeavouring a progreffive conformity to his holy

will, and by cherifhing increafing defires after the

full enjoyment of him. Make it your chief bufinefs

in all things to pleafe him, to act for his glory, and
to obtain his approbation. Study to be fruitful in

works of piety toward God, and in works of mercy
toward men, that others, feeing your good works,

may glorify your Father who is in heaven.

7 1f Hath
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7 1[ Hath he fmitten him, as he fmote thofe

that fmote him ? or is he (lain according to the

flaughter of them that are flain by him ?

The equity of the divine procedure is here vindi-

cated, by a comparifon, inftifuted between the fevere

punifhment inflicted upon the enemies of the people

of God, and the moderated afflictions wherewith the

church had been vifited. The perfon introduced,

as having fmitten and flain, is Jehovah, who punifhed

leviathan, and who keeps his vineyard. The people

whom he fmote with moderation, were Jacob and:

Ifrael, whom he caufeth to take root, and to fill the

world with fruit. The other perfons fpoken of, are

the briers and thorns, who wounded and injured the

fervants of the Mod High. The prophet inquires, if

God hath fmitten Ifrael, as he fmote their perfecutors.

The queftion hath evidently the force of a ftrong ne-

gation, as queftions of this fort frequently have in

fcripture. The words, divelted of their interrogatory

form, plainly denote what they are intended to ex-

prefs ; namely, that God hath not fmitten and flain

his people, as he hath done their wicked enemies.

Both the righteous and the wicked, in the all-wife

and juft providence of God, are fubje&ed to afflic-

tions and death : no exemptions are made by him
who corre&eth the nations, and hath appointed for

all men once to die. Notwithflanding, God doth not

fmite and flay the righteous, as he doth their mali-

cious adversaries and cruel perfecutors ; fuch as the

Aflyrians and Syrians were in ancient times. Them
he fmote and flew in his hot difpleafure, with juft in-

dignation againft their enormous crimes, until they

were entirely overthrown; a judgment this, which
the fervants of God deprecate, as the greatelt evil

that can befal them. His people he afflidls in mercy,
loving-kindnefs, and faithfulnefs, with the view of

promoting their fpiritual advantage ; and though ke

flay them, they are encouraged to truft in his whilom,

love*
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love, power, and veracity. The punifhments inflicted

upon the wicked, are the juft recompenfe of their ini-

quities, whereby the Almighty difplays his confu in-

mate righteoufnefs and awful vengeance. The afflic-

tions wherewith the people of God are tried, are de-

llgned to accomplifh the mod falutary purpofes, to

purify them from corruption, to detach them from
this prefent evil world, to imbitter fin, and to prepare

them for another and happier (late than this. The
calamities fent upon the wicked, are intended to de-

monstrate the righteoufnefs of the Lord, to give

alarming examples of his dreadful difpleafure againft

fin, and to rid his church of their implacable ene-

mies. By this verfe, we are reminded of the reci-

procal oppofition that never fails to difcover itfelf,

fubfifting between the lfrael of God, and thofe who
rife up againft them. The difference of their cha-

racter and conduct, and of God's difpenfations to-

ward them, is uniformly confpicuous in every age.
4 An unjuft man (faith the proverb) is an abomina-
* tion to the juft—And he that is upright in his way,
4

is abomination to the wicked/ In confequence of

this contrariety, the wicked plotteth againft the juft,

and fmiteth them ; and the righteous Lord, who
hateth iniquity, and avengeth the injuries done to his

fervants, fmiteth them much more feverely than he

doth his peculiar people.

8 In meafure when it fhooteth forth, thou

wilt debate with it ; he ftayeth his rough wind
in the day of the eaft-wind.

Our prophet declares in thefe words, that God will

be gracioufly pleafed to mitigate the afflictions with

which he viiiteth his people, and to proportion

them to their particular circumftances. A perfon

chaftizes or punifhes in meafure, when the chaftifement

or punimment is exactly fuited to the demerit of the

tranfgreflion, or the enormity of the crime commit-
ted.



Ver. 8. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 495

ted. He is alfo faid to punifn in meafure, when the

correction administered is greatly moderated, and lefs

than the offence hath merited. Even when God feems

to punifh men with the greatefl feverity, he proceeds

according to the ftricteft juftice ; but when he chaf-

tizes his people, the correction he administers is always

lefs than their iniquities deferve. This is the doctrine

uniformly eftablifhed in fcripture, as may be evident

from the following expreflions, taken from among
many that might have been adduced on this fubject

:

c He will not contend for ever, neither will he be al-

c ways wroth *. In the midit of deferved wrath, he
* remembers mercy. 1 will correct thee in meafure,
c and will not leave thee altogether unpunifhed|.'—

—

When it flwoteth forth, thou wilt debate with it. If

tranfgrefhon, which is the fource of every calamity,

be intended by that which fhooteth forth, the ex-

preffion may import, that, when the people of God
proceed to trefpafs againft him, and their corruptions

begin to (hew themfelves, he will give an early and
feafonable check to their progrefs, and prevent them
from growing to any great height. If affliction,

which is the juft confequence of fin, be meant, the

words may denote, as the marginal tranflation feems

to intimate, that, when God is about to fend afflic-

tions upon his people, he will attentively confider

what kind, and what meafure, is belt adapted to ac-

complifh the end he hath in view ; and exactly pro-

portion them to their circumftances, and the falu-

tary purpofes he intends to promote. He will not

difpenfe to them one grain of more trouble than his

confummate wildoni fees proper for their benefit, nor

furfer them to be tempted above what they are able

to bear ; but with the trial, he will open a way to

efcape, that they may be able to bear it.

He Jiaycth his rough wind in the day .of the eafi-

zuind. From whatever natural caufes the wind arifes,

it may juftly be confidered as one of the wonderful

* Ifaiah Ivii. 16. f Jer. xxx. n.
works
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works of God, who bringeth it forth out of his treafures.

In the language of fcripture, he is faid to have creat-

ed, to have prepared, to have commanded it, to exe-

cute divers purpofes. He appointeth the particular

feafons in which it fhall blow, the places in which it

fhall arife, the direction it fhall take, and the effects

it fhall produce. Two forts of winds are here men-
tioned, the rough and the eaft wind ; both of which,

I fuppofe, mull be underftood, not in the literal, but

in the figurative fenfe, denoting afflictions, which,

like the wind, are entirely at the divine difpofal, are

ftrong, violent, and troublefome, though, at the

fame time, they are ufeful and falutary. Some afflic-

tions refemble rough and boiflerous winds, that are

awful and terrible; others are like the eaft-wind,

fharp, penetrating, and withering. Now the prophet

here declares, that God will in mercy flay the one,

when the other arifes, Such is his tender compafTion

difplayed in his difpenfations toward his people, that,

when he vifits them with fharp afflictions, he will

gracioufly reflrain thofe violent diftrefles which might

precipitate them into the depths of irremediable cala-

mities. God deals gently and kindly with his pecu-

liar people at all times, efpecially in troublous days.

Even when they commit iniquity, he chaftens them
only with the rod of man : the Hebrew word fignifies,

of a frail and feeble man, who doth not give a very

hard flroke. When we accurately trace the divine

procedure toward the church, efpecially in times of

diflrefs and calamity, we cannot fail to obferve the

accomplifhment of this prophecy, which hath been

verified in a thoufand inflances, and been gratefully

acknowledged to the praife of divine grace. Senfible

of the divine goodnefs exprefled in this declaration,

let us unite our requefts to God, in the words of the

prophet Jeremiah :
' O Lord, correct us, but with

' judgment ; not in thine anger, left thou bring us
c to nothing * .'

* Jer. x. 24*

9 By
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9 By this therefore (hall the iniquity of Ja-

cob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take

away his fin ; when he maketh all the ftones of

the altar as chalk-ftones that are beaten in fun-

der, the groves and images fhall not ftand up.

Thefe words explicitly declare, that the afflictions

wherewith the church were to be vifited, fhould prove

the happy means of delivering them from idolatry, fu-

perftition, and hypocrify ; and of refloring them to

purity in doctrine, worfhip, and practice. This verfe

is connected with the preceding, by the word there-

fore, intimating, that the effects here mentioned, are

fuch as may be expected to follow from what was
there faid. Since the all-wife God gracioufly attends

to every circumflance relative to his people, and is

pleafed to proportion and mitigate their afflictions,

they mufl be accompanied with the mod falutary ef-

fects.— By this /hall the iniquity of Jacob be purged*

By means of the ills and calamities of life wherewith

the pofterity of Jacob are vifited, their iniquity fhall

be purged. In fcripture-Ianguage, purging of iniquity

fometimes denotes, the taking away the guilt which
hath been thereby contracted ; the diffolving the ob-

ligation to fuffer punifhment, by forgiving the tref-

pafs. In this fenfe, the exprefflon is to be underftood

in that awful declaration made to Eli the prieft,

I That the iniquity of his houfe fhall not be purged
* with facrifice, nor offering for ever * ;' u e. the

guilt contracted by his family, was not to be removed
by thofe means which were inftituted for obtaining

the pardon of fin. According to this interpretation,

the words before us import, that the people of God,
by means of afflictions, are purified from iniquity.

Seafons of diftrefs are efpecially appropriated to feek

the Lord : affliction excites them earnestly to implore,

that he would forgive their fins, and take away their

* 1 Sam. iii. 14.

Vol. II. 3 R guilt,
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guilt, in virtue of the great propitiatory facrifice

Which he himfelf hath fet forth ; that he would re*

{tore them to a comfortable fenfe of his pardoning

mercy, and the ineflimable benefits connected with

it. In times of trouble, when God is thus fought.,

he often manifefts himfelf favourable and propitious -

%

and conveys to his afflicted fervants, the renewed par-

don of their fins, with a reviving fenfe of his favour

and love.

And this is all thefruit to take away his fin. The
effects intended to be produced, by the afflictive

difpenfations wherewith God vifits his people, are,

depriving fin of its power over them, and van-

quifhing thofe evil habits that they have contracted

.

4 Though afflictions for the prefent are not joyous,
* but grievous : neverthelefs, afterward they yield the

* peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs, to them who are

* exercifed therebyV The infpired wrfter, whofe

words I have now quoted, that he might give the

children of God a jult fenfe of the utility of divine

chaftifements, puts as it were into the one fcale, the

iineafmefs with which they are accompanied, and into

the other, he places the good which they tend to pro-

mote ; and, weighing them in a jufl balance, he

fhews, that the latter evidently preponderate the for-

mer. Afflictions to the people of God, are a bitter,

but often a wholefome medicine, attended with falu-

tary effects. When bleffed and fanetified of God,
they not only induce them to beg of God the forgive-

nefs of fins, but they ferve to ihew them the vanity of

the world, the uncertainty of its enjoyments, the de-

ceitfulnefs of its pleafures, and the precarioufnefs of

its riches and honours. They remove thofe falfe co-

lours with which fm was covered ; they awaken the

confidence to feel the power of divine truths ; they

take off the heart from confidence in the creature

;

they make fenfible of the dreadful defert of tranfgref-

iion, and fhew what an evil and bitter thing it is to

;*' Heb. jyi. n»
depart
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depart from the Lord our God. Sanctified afflictions

tend likewife to humble the pride of the human heart,

to difcover the folly of carnal confidence, to mortify

fin, to mould into filial fubje&ion to the Father of

Fpirits, to exercife and improve every divine grace,

fuch as patience, fubmifiion, refignation, and heavenly

mindednefs. The defign of God then, in bringing

his fervants into diftreifed circumftances, is not to

hurt, but to do them good ; not to deftroy, but to

purify them from corruption. Let the consideration

of thefe gracious ends which God hath in view to ac-

complifh, by the evils that we fufFer, engage us to

bear them patiently, and to imprqve them faithfully

for our fpiritual and eternal benefit : and let us fre-

quently recoiled!:, if thefe precious fruits have been

produced in us, by means of the affli&ions with

which we have been vifited.

When he maketh all the Jiones of the altar as chalk-

Jlones that are beaten in /under, &c. There feems to

be an allufion, in thefe words, to the exprefs com-
mand which God gave to Ifrael of old, c to deftroy
4

all the places which the nations whom they expelled
* had confecrated to idolatry and fuperftition, to over-
c throw their altars, to break down their pillars, to

* burn their groves with fire, to hew down the graven
' images of their gods, and to deftroy their names
* out of the landV So completely were they re-

quired to abolifh the monuments and inflruments of

idolatry and fuperftition, that they beat them to pow-
der like foft chalk- ftones, and then threw the duft

into fome river, that the leaft veftige of them might

not be found. In this manner, Mofes deflroyed the

golden calf that the Ifraelites worfhipped f ; and thus

Hezekiah put an end to the brazen ferpent, to which
they did burn incenfe

J.
The punctual execution of

the order above mentioned, would be reckoned a

proof of their obedience to the divine authority, and

* Deut. xii. 3. f Exod. xxxii. 20. t 2 Kings xviii. 4.

their
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their indignation againft idolatry. The time wherein
God would take away the iniquity of Jacob is thus

defcribed, when he maketh all the (tones of the altar

as chaik-ftones ; when the altars, that had been erect-

ed for the purpofes of facrificing unto idols, and of

performing thereon prohibited fuperflitious worfhip,

fhall be broken down, the (tones of which they were
built (hall be beaten to powder like chaik-ftones, and
thrown with deteftation into the water, that they may
never more be ufed in any work. The groves and
images Jhall notftand up ; but be entirely overthrown,

as a public teftimony of their hatred of idolatrous

and fuperftitious practices. Such were the re-

markable effects that followed the captivity at Baby-
lon, that ever fince that memorable period wherein
the pofterity of Ifrael were greatly afflicted, they have
uniformly discovered as great an averfion to, as ever

they had (hewn a fondnefs for idolatry. This circum-

ftance reprefents, in a (hiking light, what ought to

be the effects of thofe afflictive difpenfations of provi-

dence, that are accompanied with the happy fruits of

taking away fin. They difpofe the perfons who ex-

perience them, to adopt, with a noble difdain, the

language of Ephraim :
« What have I any more to do

e with idols ? We will fay no more to the work of
* our hands, Ye are our gods : for in thee (the Lord
.* our God) the fatherlefs findeth mercy*.' We
heartily renounce thofe lying vanities, which, in

times pad, we have followed, firmly determined,

through thy grace, to teftify the utmoit abhorrence
of our former iniquities, and to cleave unto thee with

purpofe of heart. Such are the prevailing fentiments

of thofe who are purified from all iniquity unto God,
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

i o Yet the defenced cityJlmll be defolate, and
the habitation forfaken, and left like a wilder-

* Hofea xiv. 3.

nefs:
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nefs : there fhall the calf feed, and there fhall he

lie down, and confuine the branches thereof.

Having mentioned the flrong expreflions of detefta-

tion againft idolatry, which were to be the effects of

fanctified afflictions to the people of God, our pro-

phet, as I fuppofe, proceeds to foretel the total defo-

lation of that great city, which was the chief fupport

of idolatry and fuperftition. The defenced city, of

which he fpeaks, was probably no other than Baby-

lon, which was always inimical to the people of God,
the patron of idolatry, the mother of the abomina-

tions of the earth. The country around it, and its

inhabitants, are thus defcribed by the prophet Jere-

miah :
c

It is a land of graven images, and they are
* mad upon their idolsV According to this fuppo-

fition, the feveral parts of Ifaiah's difcourfe are admi*

rably connected ; and the defign of it, which was
to reprefent the awful judgments which were to be

executed upon the enemies of the church, is fully an-

fwered. The Jews, after their return from Baby-
lon to their own land (groves and images being abo-

lifhed, and that great city deftroyed), were no more to

fall into idolatry, but to adhere clofely to the worfhip

of the true God. The folitary and uninhabited con-

dition of that powerful and populous city, is here ex-

hibited in diverfe emphatical expreflions, which, when
complexly confidered, depict, in ftrong colours, the

miferable (tate to which it was to be reduced.

The defenced city Jloall be deflate^ entirely laid wafte

and overthrown. And the habitation forfaken. The
magnificent palaces, and fplendid houfes, wherein the

kings, the princes, and nobles refided, were to be bu-

ried in ruins. And left like a wildernefs, lonely, and
without inhabitant. There fhall the calf feed\ and
there fJmll he lie down. The place whereon the city

flood, was to be occupied by cattle, which were to

* Jer. 1. 3 9.

graze
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graze there ; and, ranging at full liberty, they would
eat up and confume the branches thereof, which fprung

from the trees and the willows, that grew by the ri-

ver Euphrates. Having iliuftrated this fubject at con-

fiderabie length, when lecturing from chap. xiii. 19.

and following verfes, I only notice one other circum-

fiance mentioned in the next verfe.

1 1 When the boughs thereof are withered*

they (hall be broken off: the women come and
fet them on fire : for it // a people of no under-

standing : therefore he that made them will not

have mercy on them, and he that formed them
will fhew them no favour.

The fmall branches and young twigs, that had be*

come dry and withered, were to be broken off, and
gathered by women for fewel, or fet on fire in the

open fields for various purpofes. This, taken in

connection with what was faid in the former verfe,

plainly intimates, the complete defolation of the de-

fenced city. Confider Babylon here, as in many
prophecies where me is mentioned, as comprehend-

ing other cities and empires inimical to the church of

?
God, addicted to idolatry and fuperflition, and in

her deftruction, behold their total fubverfion. And
as the literal Babylon was a type and figure of myfti-

cal Babylon, in the defolation of the former, contem-

plate the image of the entire overthrow of the latter.

For it is a people of no underjlauding, Thefe word*

fuggeft the reafon why the preceding predicted judg-

ments were to be inflicted. The men of Babylon

were indeed a people of no underitanding, in matters

relative to true religion ; which no man knoweth,

but thofe to whom God hath revealed them by his

Spirit. Though they were naturally intelligent and

judicious, they were destitute of fpiritual underftand-

ing 5 they had no knowledge of the infinite glory of

Jehovahj
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Jehovah, the perfection of his law, the purity of his

worfhip, and the excellence of his falvation. They
were not acquainted with their own beft and eternal

interefts, nor did they purfue them by thofe means
whereby they could be effectually promoted and fe-

cured. In this refpect, notwith (landing all their high

pretenfions to wiidom and knowledge, they were per-

fectly on a level with the children of men ; concern-

ing whom God declares, ' There is none that under-
c flandeth, there is none that feeketh after God*.'
They were wife to do evil ; but to do good, they had

no knowledge. • They had become vain in their

* imaginations, and their foolifh heart was darkened.
fi Profeffing themfelves to be wife, they became fools

;

* and changed the glory of the incorruptible God,
* into an image made like to corruptible manf.'
On account of this grofs infenfibility, and bafe per-

verfion of the benefits they enjoyed, it was foretold,

'Therefore he that made them will not have mercy on

them^ &c. God is the Maker of all men : his hands

hath made and falhioned them : he curioufly wrought
them in the lower parts of the earth ; and therefore

he often acknowledges, that he (lands connected

with us in this intimate relation. As he made, fo he

alio formed them into thofe feveral focieties into

which they are ranked. He forms them in their

civil capacity, high and low, rich and poor, ftrong

and weak, as feemeth good in his fight. Men mould
therefore reverence and honour their Maker: thev

ought to depend on him who formed them, for their

prefervation ; they ought to obey his laws, and to

fubmit to his appointment. Indeed, they mult be

void of underltanding, who do not thus acknowledge
their Maker, and by neglecting their duty toward
him, forfeit his mercy and favour. Therefore he

that made them will not have mercy on them. Mankind,
by tranfgreffion, have not only obfeured their under-

# Rom. iii. 11. f Rom. i. 21, 22, 23.

{landings,
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{landings, and loft all claim to the divine favour, but

they have alfo expofed themfelves to prefent and fu-

ture mifery. This, in particular, was the cafe with

the inhabitants of Babylon, who had become ex-

tremely impious and wicked. Now, when God hath

mercy upon men, and fheweth them favour, he deli-

vers them from deferved deftruction, and gives them
an underftanding to know him. This favour, how-

ever, he declares, by our prophet, he would not con-

fer upon the Babylonians. Jehovah is holy and righ-

teous in all his ways. PofTefied of fovereign right

to difpenfe and with-hold his mercy, a preroga-

tive to which princes, to which indeed all men lay

claim, he diftributes his favours according to his

good pleafure. ' He hath mercy on whom he will

* have mercy, and whom he will, he hardeneth *.

' What mall we fay then, Is there unrighteoufnefs
fi with God ? God forbid f.* -I confider it not to be

my bufinefs to dart difficulties, and then to difplay

ingenuity and learning in refolving them. This pro-

vince, in my opinion, falls to the profefTor of divi-

nity, and the critical writer, who are expected to be

well-fkilled in this art. A plain practical preacher

willies rather to inftruct and edify his people, and

thoroughly to furnifh them for every good work,

whereby they may adorn their profeflion, and glorify

their heavenly Father, than, by nice difcuflion, to per-

plex their heads, and amufe their fancies. I will not

therefore flay to flate and fplve a difficulty which this

fubjecl naturally fuggefls, to the folution of which*

modefty, humility, and a facred regard to the word
of God, will contribute much more than a learned

difquifition.

12 H And it fhall come to pafs in that day,

that the Lord fhall beat off from the channel of

the river unto the ftream of Egypt, and ye fhall

be gathered one by one, O ye children of Ifrael.

* Rom. ix. I 8. f Ver. 14.

The
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The Lord here promifes to open the way for col-

lecting his people, from their difperfions in different

countries, that they might unite in his worfhip and
fervice. And it Jhall come to pafs in that day.

The expreflion, as 1 have often remarked, muft be
underflood with considerable latitude, denoting, that,

about the time, or foon after the preceding predic-

tions were to be aceomplifhed, the Lord, who is wife

in heart, mighty in ilrength, and faithful to all his

promifes, Jhall beat offfrom the channel of the river

unto the ftream of Egypt* The Hebrew word tranflated

beat ojfy fignifies fuch a beating as is given to the

wheat, in order to feparate it from the ftraw and the

chaff; or fuch a beating, or linking, as is given to

an olive or fig tree, to (hake off the fruit that is upon
it. In this laft fenfe, it is ufed by Mofes, in the law

:

c When thou beatefl thine olive-tree, thou fhalt not
c go over the boughs again : it (hall be for the ftran-

* ger, for the widow, and for the fatherlefsV In

allufion to this practice, the word is elegantly ufed

in its metaphorical fenfe, to exprefs fome powerful

acl: of Jehovah, whereby he was to (hake the king-

doms, and to raife a violent concumon in the coun-

tries, fituated between the rivers mentioned, where

the Jews were difperfed ; which mould be the means,

of feparating them from the people among whom
they were fcattered, of reftoring them to liberty, and

of collecting them into the body of the church. The
Babylonians, Egyptians, and Syrians, were the na-

tions which pofTerTed the extenfive tracl: of country

which is thus defcribed

:

.

From the channel of the river unto the Jlream of

Egypt. The river here meant, is the Euphrates,

which is repeatedly intended in this prophecy, where

the river is mentioned without a name being given

to it. By the ftream or river of Egypt, is fignine^l

the Nile, the celebrated river that flows through that

* Deut. xxiv. 20.

Vol. II, 3S country,

*
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country. Thefe two remarkable rivers formed the

boundaries of that extenfive country, which God was
about to (hake, or beat, that he might colled toge-

ther his difperfed people.-^ Andyejhall be gathered

one by one, &c. The prophet Jeremiah ufes a fimilar

expreffion, when fpeaking to the fame people :
c
I will

' take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I
c will bring you to Zion V The prophet Ezekiel

alfo predicted the fame great event : Therefore, Thus
' faith the Lord God, I will even gather you from
* the people, and affemble you from the countries
6 where ye have been fcattered, and I will give you-

f the land of Ifrael f
.* Ye (hall be gathered one by

one, as the olives, which are fhaken off the olive-tree.,

are gathered with great care, fo that none of them
may be left, or loft. This prophecy Ifaiah addreffed,

not only to the poflerity of Judah, but to all the tribes

of Ifrael, that he might give them to underftand, the

paternal care of Jehovah over all the defcendants of

that renowned patriarch.—-—-The Lord continually

obferveth his people, and taketh particular notice of

them, wherever they are. Earthly parents, when
their children are difperfed into different countries,

cannot attend them, nor be acquainted with their fe-

veral circumftanees. It is not fo with God, the Fa-

ther of his people, whofe eyes run to and fro through-

out the earth, to fhew himfelf ftrong in behalf of the

upright in heart. His eyes are in every place, obferv-

ing their particular conduct and condition, that he
may ftrengthen, comfort, and do them good, as their

neceffities require. Though you may be in mean and
deftitute circumftanees, he will gracioufly regard you

:

he will hear your prayer, and remember you for

good ; fo that you fhall have reafon to fay with Da-
vid,

f
I was brought low, and he helped me $»'

13 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that

the great trumpet fhall be blown, and they fhall

* Jer. in. 14. f Ezek. xi. 17. % Pfal. cxvi. 6.

come



Ver. 13. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 507

come which were ready to perifh in the land of

AfTyria, and the outcafts in the land of Egypt,

and fhall worfhip the Lord in the holy mount
at Jerufalem.

Thefe words defcribe the happy fuccefs of the means
to be employed for gathering all God's elect, who
were fcattered abroad, that they might unite toge-

ther in the folemn fervices of his worfhip.-^-

—

And it

JJjall come to pafs in that day : after the foregoing pre-

dictions fhall be fulfilled, when Ifrael fhall have taken

root, and bloffomed, and filled the face of the world

with fruit ; and when, by means of afflictions, they

fhall have been purified from iniquity The great

trumpet Jloall be blown. This prophecy may perhaps

allude to the following command, which the Lord
gave to his fervant Mofes, recorded Numb. x. 2.
6 Make thee two trumpets of filver ; of an whole
* piece fhalt thou make them : that thou mayeft ufe

* them for the calling of the affembly, and for the
1 journeying of the camps.' From this ftatute for

Ifrael, and this law of the God of Jacob, it appears,

that the trumpets which God appointed his fervant

to make, were intended to convene the congregation

of Ifrael, to folemnize the facred feftivals that they

were required to obferve unto the Lord : or rather,

it may refer to the commencement of the year of ju-

bilee, which was proclaimed throughout the land, by
the found of a trumpet ; when fervants were releafed,

debts were cancelled, and porTefTions that had been

fold, reverted to the tribes to whom they originally

belonged. At the time to which our prophet looked

forward, the great trumpet was to be blown : fome
remarkable fignal mould be given, for affembling the

children of Ifrael, who were then to recover their li-

berty, and to return from their difperfions, to the

land given to their fathers for inheritance ; and to

Jerufalem, that they might worfhip the Lord their

^jod, according to his appointment.

4nA
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And they Jhall come who were ready to peri/h, &c*

Thefe words reprefent the joyful confequences of the

above proclamation. The miferable condition of the

perfons who were to take the benefit of it, is thus

graphically defcribed : They were ready to perijh. To
this deplorable date, the children of Ifrael were re-

peatedly reduced. When detained in hard bondage

by the Egyptians, they were ready to die*, through

hard labour and ill treatment ; and, therefore, with

this acknowledgment began the humble confellion,

made at the offering of the firfl-fruits of their land \

c A Syrian ready to perifh was my fatherV When,
in captivity at Babylon, their circumftances were little

better. The king of Affyria ruled the nations in an-

ger, and fmote the people in wrath : with a continual

ftroke, he greatly oppreffed thole whom he conquer-

ed; efpecially the captives, whom he carried away
into his own land. Under the power of this haughty

monarch, and fubje£i: to his caprice, whofe tender

mercies were cruelty, through aiBiclion and oppref-

fion, they were ready to perifh. Others of them
ivere outcajis in the land of Egypt. Many of them had

retired into Egypt, in times of danger: many had

been carried thither, at different periods, by the

Egyptians, and remained in the land ; concerning

whom the Lord thus fpake, by the prophet Jeremiah

;

« They called thee an outcaftf.' In this manner
were they treated, as a reproach, a proverb, a taunt,

and a curfe, in all places whither they went
J.

From thefe diftant countries, it is foretold, they Jhall

come. The accomplifhment of this prediction might

feem to themfelves, and to others, extremely difficult,

if not altogether impoflible. They lived in diftant

kingdoms, they were fubject to powerful nations,

they were employed in fervile hard labour, and did

they offer to depart out of thofe kingdoms which

reaped the benefit of their work, the confequences to

* Deut. xxvi. 5. f Jer. xxx. 17. % See Jer. xxiv. 9.

them
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them might have proved fatal. Read the eflimate

which they themfelves formed \)f their condition

:

* Our bones are dried, our hope is loft, we are cut

' off for our parts*.' Notwithftanding their defpon-

dency, their condition became hopeful, in confe-

quence of fuch predictions as the following :
c Thus

* faith the Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will

& open your graves, and caufe you to come up out of
6 your graves, and bring you into the land of Ifrael f/
They mall come, and

Shall worJJoip the Lord in the hply mount at Jerufa-

iem. Worfhip fometimes denotes no more in fcrip-

ture, than fome particular acts of homage and reve-

rence which are due to the Mod t^igh. In this re-

ftri&ed fenfe, the expreflion is ufed concerning

Elkanah, who went up out of his city yearly, to

worfhip, and to facrifice to the Lord of hofls in

Shiloh. Though facrifices were anciently a part of

divine worfhip, yet they are feparately mentioned in

the paffage referred to. Sometimes it has a more ex-

tenfive meaning, and includes the whole of that fa-

cred fervice which men owe to their great Creator

and Lord, as in Pfal. xlv. where it is written : * He is

* thy Lord, worfhip thou him.' Fear and love, truft

and obey him, in a manner fuited to his infinite ma-
jelly and grandeur, his adorable condefcenfion and

grace, according to the rules that he hath prefcribed

in the ordinances which he hath inftituted. In this

large fenfe, worfhip mufl be underftood in the predic-

tion before us. Thofe who were outcafts, and ready

to perifh, were to come, according to this prophecy,

and do homage unto Jehovah, by performing thofe

a&s of worfhip which he hath enjoined, and to which

he hath annexed the promife of his gracious prefence

and favourable acceptance. The place where this

(hall be done, is, in the holy mount at Jerufalem ;

which God was pleafed to appropriate and fet apart

* Ezek. xxxyii. n.
-J-

Vcr. 12.

for
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for the folemn fervices of his wcrfhip under the for*

mer difpenfation, where he promifed to meet with his
s

people, and to command his bleffing upon them.
Many fine eulogiums are pronounced in fcripturQ

upon this highly favoured city Jerufalem. It is called,

the city of the great King, the beloved city, the joy

of the whole earth, the holy city, the city of the

Lord, of which glorious things indeed were fpoken.

It was greatly exalted above all other cities, and dif-

tinguifhed by the mofl important privileges. Thither

the tribes of the Lord were again to go up, unto

the teftimony of Ifrael, to give thanks unto the name
of the Lord.

Such feems to be the literal import of the remark-
able prophecy contained in this verfe, which was ful-

filled by means of the royal proclamation, of Cyrus,

king of Perfia, that he caufed to be put in writing,

and publifhed throughout all his kingdom. See a

copy of it in the book of Ezra, chap. i. 2, 3, 4. In

confequence of this famous edict, a great company of

above forty thoufand of the pofterity of Ifrael, who
were ready to perifh in the land of AfTyria, returned

from that country unto the land of their fathers, unr
der the conduct of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel.

Thefe, doubtlefs, were joined by outcafts from the.

land of Egypt, who came to worfhip with them the

Lord at Jerufalem.

The prediction however admits of another mean-
ing, which is couched under the fame terms. It may
be interpreted fo as to relate to another event, diflant

in time, and diftinct in its nature ; namely, the great

acceffion to be made to the church of God, by the

promulgation of the gofpel under the New Tefta-

ment. Thefe different relations of prophecy are

termed, the literal and myftical fenfes, which confti-

tute one of the mofl difficult and important fubje&s

of theology. In the prophetic fcriptures, perfons,

places, things, times, and the like, fuftain as it were

a double character, the one proper, and the other

allegorical 1
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1

allegorical ; and thefe fubjects are fometimes treated

in fuch a manner, as to relate either to the one fenfe

or the other iingly, or to both united, as in the paf-

fage before us. Thofe wonderful deliverances which
God foretold he was about to work for his people in

times of old, exhibited inftru&ive reprefentations of

the far more glorious falvation which he was to ac-

complifh in after-times for his church. Thefe events

our prophet connects together ; and, whilfl he treats

of the former, he gives plain intimations of the cer-

tain approach of the latter. Let us therefore fhortly

confider the myftical fenfe of the words, of which we
have heard the literal meaning.

And it Jhall come to pajs in that day, wherein the

foregoing prophecies (hall be fulfilled in their figura-

tive fignification, to the people of God under the

New Teftamenc That the great trumpet Jhall be

blown. The gofpel of the Son of God fhall be pub-
lifhed throughout the world, which proclaims liberty

to the captives, and the opening of the prifon to them
that are bound ; which announces the acceptable year

of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God ; to

comfort ail that mourn. And they Jhall come which
were ready to perijh in the land ofA/Jyria, and the out-

cajls in the land of Egypt. In confequence of di-

vine power accompanying the publication of theie

tidings of forgivenefs, liberty, reftoration, and eter-

nal inheritance, multitudes fcattered abroad, through-

out kingdoms adverfe to the interefts of the church,

who were outcafts from God, and expofed to ever-

lafting perdition, leaving their wretched condition,

fhall return AndJhall worjhip the Lord in the holy

mount at Jerufalenu They (hall ferve with one con-

fent the only living and true God, their Redeemer,
righteoufnefs, and flrength ; and join in celebrating

his praifes with his church, anciently prefigured by
mount Zion. In this view alio, the prediction hath had
its accomplifhment in an eminent degree, as we learn

from
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from the A£s of the Apoftles, and other writings.

Still we look forward with joy to its full completion,

at the final manifeftation of the kingdom of Jefus

Chrift, when all the elecl: of God (hall be gathered

together from the four winds of heaven, by the voice

of the archangel, and the trumpet of God, that they

may worfhip him that liveth for ever and ever, in the

Jerufaicm that is above. Amen, and amen.

PRELIMl
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

ACCORDING to the hypothecs which I have

adopted, we now enter upon the fecond dif-

courfe, comprifed in the third part of the prophecies

of Ifaiah. This long difcourfe is recorded in the fix

following chapters. Though it is not feparated from

the former by any mark of diftin&ion, nor doth it

bear any infcription, and though it hath fome affinity

to that which went before it, yet both its fubjeft and
form differ from the preceding. Great part of that

which we laft confidered, was confolatory, intended

to comfort the church, fuffering for the fake of reli-

gion, with the hope of deliverance from powerful

enemies, and the enjoyment of better times. The
largeft portion of that which we have now before us,

is minatory, threatening with divine judgments the

Ephraimites and the Jews, who were involved in

grofs errors and abominable vices ; who corrupted

divine truths, and depended more on human than di-

vine afliftance. Perfons of this defcription, the pro-

phet fharply reproves for their crimes, and threatens

with various fevere calamities ; whilft, from time to

time, he takes occafion to confole the minds of the

godly, with many precious promifes of thofe excellent

benefits wherewith the church, under the Mefliah,

was to be enriched. This opinion feems to be con-

firmed by a circumflance worthy of notice ; namely,

that the feverai fe&ions, . or parts, of this large dif-

courfe begin with the word wo. See chap, xxviii.

xxix. xxx. xxxi. and xxxiii. From the whole flruc-

ture and fubje£t of this variegated fermon, it feems to

have been delivered prior to the memorable flaughter

of the Aflfyrian army, which is foretold, chap. xxxi.

7, 8. ; and followed by a very flourifhing date of

Hezekiah's kingdom, typical of the felicity of Mef-

fiah's reign. It was probably publifhed about the time

in which a folemn embafly was fent into Egypt, to

Vol. II. 3 T folicit
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folicit the afliftance of that kingdom againft the Alfy-

rians. The difcourfe may be diftributed into three

diftinc~t parts. The firfl: is addreffed to the Jews and
Ephraimites, and is comprehended in chap, xxviii.

The fecond is directed to the Jews who refided at Je-

rusalem, and is included in chap. xxix. The third is

fpoken to the people of both nations, who were look-

ing for afliftance from Egypt, and is recorded in chap.

xxx. xxxi. xxxii. and Xxxiii.

In the firft fe&ion, replete with elegance and va-

riety, contained in chap, xxviii. the Ephraimites, un-

der the image of a drunken or fottifh perfon, are fe-

verely reproved, and their approaching deftru&ion

is denounced, on account of their corrupt expofitions

of the doctrines concerning falvation, and the ex-

treme folly of their infatuated public counfels, ver.

i*—4. Turning to the people of Judah, our prophet

next foretels, their happy reftoration to a flourifhing

condition under king Hezekiah, emblematical of the

more glorious ftate to which the church was to be

advanced in after-times, ver. 5, 6. He then proceeds

to admonifh the intemperate and profane, who de-

rided God's method of inflructing and warning them
by the prophets, ver. 7.— 14. After which, he pa-

thetically addreffes thele wicked fcoffers ; and affures

them, that there was no way but one whereby they

could poflibly efcape threatened deftru&ion, and that

every othsr refuge would certainly fail in the day of

vifitation, ver. 15.—22. The chapter concludes with

a beautiful defence of the divine procedure, in which
the difpenfations of providence are finely illuftrated,

by the various methods adopted by a prudent huf-

bandman, in fowing feveral kinds of grain, in attend-

ing to foils and feafons, and in the different means he
employs to feparate the corn from the ftraw and the

chaff, ver. 23.—29.

CHAR
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CHAP. XXVIII.

WO to the crown of pride, to the drunkards

of Ephraim, whole glorious beauty is. a

fading flower, which are on the head of the fat

valleys of them that are overcome with wine.

The difcourfe opens with a fevere reprehenfion,

adminiftered in figurative terms to the Ephraimites

;

and with them, more indirectly to the Jews, who fol-

lowed the fame finful practices. «-By the crown of

pride, whofe glorious beauty is here fpoken of, may
be meant, the city of Samaria, which was built by
Omri, the father of Ahab ; and was beautifully

fituated on the top of a round hill, encircled with a

rich valley, which was encompafled with hills. Thefe
circumftances fuggefted the idea of a crown or wreath

of flowers, frequently worn by the Hebrews at ban-

quets. Hence the metropolis of Ephraim had |the

name of the crown of pride, which was poflefTed of

glorious beauty. About the time that this prophecy

was delivered, it had begun to fade, and its deftruc-

tion faft approached.-- The drunkards of Ephraim
are next mentioned. Before Samaria was taken by
Shalmanefer, and the land of Ifrael was laid wafte,

the Ephraimites were probably very much addicted

to the abominable vice of drunkennefs, which is the

fruitful fource of many other crimes, and therefore

molt defervedly reproved by the prophets. On this

account, Amos fharply reprimanded them in the fol-

lowing terms :
c Wo to them that are at eafe in Zion,

' and truft in the mountain of Samaria—that drink
* wine in bowls V I fuppofe that the character

includes, not only thofe who were addicted to intem-

perance, and befotted themfelves by drinking to ex-

* Amos vi. 1, 6.

cefs3
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cefs, but them alfo who were ftupified by divine judg-^

ments, and fo intoxicated 'by felf-conceit, that, in the

mod critical circumftances, and weighty affairs, they
formed the moft abfurd and foolifh resolutions.

Hence the fame perfons here fpoken of, are thus de-

fcribed, chap. xxix. 9, 10. :
c T{iey are drunken, but

* not with wine ; they dagger, but not with ftrong
c drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon you
' the fpirit of deep fleep, and hath clofed your eyes

:

c the prophets and your rulers, the feers hath he
* covered.' Drunkards then, in the allegorical as

well as literal fenfe, feem to be intended, who did not

act foberly, according to the dictates of found judgment
and true religion, but were proud, rafh, foolifh, and
inconfiftent ; who, like intoxicated perfons, were de-

prived of the exercife of found reafon, difturbed in

their minds, precipitate in their meafures, foolifh in

their projects, and deflitute of prudence and fteadi-

nefs in their actions.- Againft perfons of this de-

fcription, wo is denounced, comprehending all man-
ner of evils, both in this and the future world. They
might perhaps flatter themfelves with the hopes of

impunity ; but God, who is faithful, will not fail to

execute upon them his awful threatenings, unlefs they

repent, and forfake their evil ways. I requeft the at-

tention of all who live in intemperance, to the word
of God, recorded Deut. xxix. 19, 20. :

< And it come
* to pafs when he heareth the words of this curfe,

* that he blefs himfelf in his heart, faying, I fhall have
* peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine
* heart, to add drunkennefs to thirlt : the Lord will

* not fpare him, but then the anger of the Lord, and
f his jealoufy, fhall fmoke againft that man, and all

4 the curfes that are written in this book fhall lie
4 upon him, and the Lord fhall blot out his name
* from under heaven.'

Whofe glorious beauty is a fading flower. The pof-

feffions of Ephraim were exceedingly rich and fertile,

producing great abundance of the beft corns and
fineft
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fineft fruits. Their land was clothed with a glorious

beauty : the paftures were covered with flocks, and

the valleys with corns ; the hills were adorned with

vines and olive-trees, affording the richeft and moft

luxuriant profpecl: ever prefented to the eye of man.

This glorious beauty, however, was to become like a

fading flower : notwithstanding its farmer lovely ap-

pearance, it was foon to wither and periih.——The
reafon of this fudden change is fuggefted in the next

words : Which is on the head of the fat valleys, of them

that are overcome with wine. To what a fhameful and

inglorious conqueft did they fubmit, who allowed

themfelves to be vanquifhed by that which lhould

have cheered and flrengthened them, when properly

ufed. Alas ! that man, originally made after the fimi-

litude of God, and inverted with dominion over the

works of his hands, mould ever have divefted himfelf,

by taking too much wine, of that dominion with

which he was intrufted, and of the noble faculty of

reafon by which he is diftinguifhed. This conqueft:

was a terrible reproach to the Ephraimites, who, by
profeifion, were the peculiar people of God, and lay

under manifold obligations to ferve and obey him.

It juftly expofed them to mifery and wo. The He-

brew word tranflated overcome', is rendered, in the

margin of fome Bibles, broken. Their conftitutions

were broken, their health was impaired, their reputa-

tion was blafted, their poiTeilions were injured; and

the hearts of their friends were broken, who in vain

diiTuaded them from this ruinous pra&ice. Above
all, God was difhonoured, his law was tranfgrefled,

and his judgments were incurred. ' Hear then,
c my fon, and be wife, and guide thine heart in the

* way. Be not amongfl wine- bibbers ; amongft riot-

c ous eaters of flefli. For the drunkard and the glut-

* ton fhall come to poverty : and drowfinefs ihall

' clothe a man with rags *.'

* Prov. xxiii. 19, 20, 21.

2 Behold,
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2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and
ftrong one, which as a tempeft of hail and a de-

ftroying ftorm, as a flood of mighty waters

overflowing, fhall caft down to the earth with

the hand.

In this and the two following verfes, the complk
cated mifery included in the wo threatened, in the

exordium of this difcourfe, againft the perfons above

described, is amplified and explained. It confifts of

three articles : the firft of which is mentioned in the

verfe before us, where the Lord ufaid to have aftrong
and mighty one ; fome powerful prince, having nu-

merous armies, which he could fend againft the

Ephraimites, to punifh them for their atrocious

crimes. The perfon who feems to have been more
directly intended, was Shalmanefer ; though Ne-
buchadnezzar, Sennacherib, and other kings, whom
the Almighty employed to execute his righteous

judgments upon the pofterity of lfrael, may be alfo

included. The devaluation to be made by this mighty
prince among the people of Ephraim, is illuftrated by
a beautiful fimilitude, frequently ufed by the pro-

phets, when fpeaking of thofe monarchs whereby
God would chaftize his people for their fins %
As a tempeji of hail falls with great force upon the

ground, fo the army of this mighty one was to

come with irrefiftible impetuofity upon the men of

Ephraim. And as a dcftroyingftorm , which beats

with the utmoft violence upon whatever comes with-

in its reach,, fo the troops of this powerful prince

fhould vanquifh every obftacle that might oppofe their

progrefs, and forcibly drive it out of the way. As a

flood of mighty waters deluges the country over which
it extends, fpreading defolation wherever it comes, fo

the forces of this victorious monarch were to expand

themfelves over the whole land of Ephraim, laying

* See Ezek. xiii. n. 13.

wafte
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wafte every thing efteemed valuable and definable,

and demolifliing the whole fabric of their civil and

eccleiiaftical conftitution. Cqfting down to the earth

with the hand; overthrowing, even to the ground,

that glorious fuperftructure of church and date which

had been reared among them, and long preferved

with care and expence. Thus doth our prophet

explain what is every where inculcated in fcripture,

that the Governor among the nations prefides over

all the movements of the greated princes and mod
powerful empires in the world, which always act ac-

cording to his pleafure, even when they attack and
defolate his profeffing people : and that the righteous

judgments which he inflicts, ought to be confidered

as the juft punifhment of the fins which men have

committed, whereby they have abufed his goodnefs,

and provoked him to anger. Let us endeavour to

learn thefe indructive leflbns, which are frequently

repeated in this prophecy ; and earnedly beg of God,
to feal our profit by every opening of the mouth.

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of

Ephraim fhall be trodden under feet.

Another article is here fpecified, comprifed in the

wo and mifery denounced againft Ephraim. The
city of Samaria I have fuppofed to be meant, by the

crown of pride that is fpoken of: with that metro-

polis, the drunkards of Ephraim were to be trodden

under the feet of their victorious enemies ; they were

to be treated with the greated ignominy and con-

tempt, and to be reduced by them to a (late of the

loweft fubje&ion. By this prediction, we are in-

ftru&ed in this important truth, That thofe who
contribute, by their wickednefs, to bring down the

judgments of the Almighty, fhall certainly (hare

in the awful calamities which their crimes have

procured. This obfervation was remarkably veri-

fied with refpett to the Ifraelites, who, by intem-

perance.,
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perance, pride, and other fins, expofed their nation

to deftruetion, and were themfeives feverely punifhed

by their powerful enemies.

4 And the glorious beauty which is on the

head of the fat valley* fhall be a fading flower,

and as the hafty fruit before the fummer : which
zvhen he that looketh upon it, feeth it, while it

is yet in his hand, he eateth it up.

The third ingredient, in the wo denounced againfl:

the Ephraimites, is mentioned in this verfe, and is

beautifully illuftrated by an elegant fimilitude.

That people were informed, that their glorious beauty

was not only to be a fading flower, that, after having

gradually decayed, perifheth, but that it was to be as

the hajiy fruit before the fummer ; like the early figs,

which grow upon the fig-tree, that bears at different

feafons. No fooner doth the early fruit draw near

to perfection, in the month of June, than the fummer-
fig is formed, that ripens againfl: Auguft ; when the

fame tree fometimes throws out a third crop, called

the winter-fig. The fruit of which our prophet here

fpeaks, was that which was hafly and firft ripe, the

bed and molt delicious.

—

—Which when he that look-

eth upon it) andfeeth it to be a defirable morfel, hav-

ing plucked, fhould put it into his mouth. So rich

and pleafant are the firft ripe fruits here fuppofed to

be in the eye of the beholder, that, when within his

reach, he could not refrain from eating them. By
this image, is finely reprefented the fudden irre-

mediable deftruetion of the beauty and glory of

Ephraim, which was quickly to be devoured by the

king of AfTyria. The judgments of the Mod High,

inflicted upon a difobedient and gainfaying people,

are often not only extenfive, reaching to all ranks,

but fudden and unexpected, as is plainly intimated

in the verfe before us. Sudden judgments, which

ftrongiy teitify the divine difpleafure, are commonly
fevere j
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fevere ; they are unthought of, unprepared for, and
unavoidable, as faith the proverb: c Therefore his

* calamity fhall come fuddenly ; fuddenly fhall he be
* broken without remedyV

5 If In that day fhall the Lord of hofts be

for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty

unto the refidue of his people.

The prophet proceeds next to foretel, the happy
flourifhing condition to which the refidue of God's
people were to be advanced. In that day. After

the remarkable pdriod wherein the awful judgments
of God above mentioned had been infli&ed, the Lord

of hqfts foall befor a crown of glory , &c. A crown, or

diadem, is one of the enfigns and ornaments of royal-

ty; a pleafant emblem of the honour, the dignity,

and authority, to which God promifeth to exalt

his faithful fervants. The peculiar advantages which
people eminently poflefs, in fcripture-language they

are faid to be crowned with. ' Thou, Lord (faith the
4 pfalmiil), haft crowned man with honour and dig-
c nityf;' thou haft highly diftinguifhed him by an
abundant meafure of thefe prerogatives : and again,
* Thou crowned him with loving-kindnefs and ten-
* der mercy;' thou greatly enricheft him with the

precious fruits of thy benevolent companion. The
prediction then imports, that Jehovah will elevate the

remnant of his people to the higheft honour and
glory. Though, in the words of the royal prophet,

they have lien among the pots, in a ftate of affliction

and wretchednefs, they fhall be as the wings of a
dove, whofe feathers are covered with filver and
gold \. Their condition fhall be reverfed ; and be-

come as different from what it formerly was, as the

pot, difcoloured by fmoke, is from the bright feathers

of a beautiful bird, whofe plumage feems to glifter

* Prov. vi. 15. f Pfal. viii. 5. J Pfal. lxviii. 1 3.

Vol. II. 3 U like
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like the pureft and fineft metals. Such is the bleffed

change made in the ftate of the church, when delivered

from oppreffion aiid bondage, and brought into the

glorious liberty of God's children.——It intimates, that

he would raife them to confiderable grandeur and dig-

nity ; forming them into a royal priefthood, that they

might reign on the earth, and be employed in offering

up to God fpiritual and acceptable Sacrifices.—He
would acknowledge them for his peculiar people,

prefide over them, defend them by his power, go-

vern them by his laws ; and that he would fo build

up and profper them, as to fet a crown upon their

heads. In the beautiful words of Elihu, 6 He with-
* draweth not his eyes from the righteous ; but with
4 kings are they on the throne

;
yea, he doth eftablifh

c them for ever, and they are exalted V- It alfo

includes, that the Lord would inveft them with au-

thority and influence, giving them power, not only

over the nations, to rule them, but over their own
fpirits, which is greater glory than had they con-

quered the ftrongeft city ; that he would render them
victorious over all their enemies, and caufe them to

triumph over them.

Andfor a diadem of beauty to the refidue of his people.

The expreflion imports, that the Lord of hofts would
render them truly amiable, by his comelinefs put upon
them ; that he would cure them of their fpiritual dif-

tempers ; that he would remove their deformities,

and cleanfe them from the pollutions they had con-

traded :—That he would clothe them with the robes

of righteoufnefs, and garments of falvation ; and
adorn them with thofe divine graces whereby they

were to (hine forth in the beauties of holinefs, fo as

to attract the notice and admiration of furrounding

nations :—That, having reftored them to their own
land, which was renowned for glory and beauty, he

would afford them fpecial teftimonies of his gracious

prefence j and grant them his ordinances, his fervants,

* Job xxxvi. 7.

and
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and accefs to his fan&uary :—That he would be their

Counfellor and ftrength, their God and portion ; and
fulfil to them his promife, recorded chap. xlvi. 13.
* I will place falvation in Zion for Ifrael my glory.'

In confequence whereof, their renown was to fpread

abroad among the Heathen. In this manner, I fup-

pofe, God accomplished this promife to his people.

Indeed, predictions of this fort muft be explained

with considerable latitude, in a way fuited to the for-

mer difpenfation, when they were delivered, and to

the condition of the church after the Babylonifh cap-

tivity, the period to which they more immediately re-

ferred. Accordingly, after that memorable event,

God was pleafed in fome meafure to verify this pro-

mife, which in after times was to receive its full com-
pletion. In the days of Zerubbabel and Jofhua, and
in the times that followed, under the Maccabees, he

poured out his Spirit in large meafures upon the refi-

due of his people, and dignified them with the mod
important privileges. And after the appearance of

the Son of God, the King, Prieft, and Teacher of his

church, their crown of glory and beauty, the Spirit

of the Lord reftetj upon them ; the beauty of the

Lord our God was upon them.-r All the dignity

and comelinefs pofTefled by churches and individuals,

proceeds from the Lord of hofts. The word, the

ordinances, the Sabbaths, and fervants of the Moft
High ; the gifts and graces of the Spirit, whereby the

people of God are .dignified and beautified, are his

rich donations. Who maketh thee to differ ? or*

What haft thou that thou didfl not receive? Be
thankful to him who hath dealt bountifully with

you : beware of perverting his goodnefs, and abufing

his mercies, and thereby obfcuring his glory, and
ruining yourfelves*

6 And for a fpirit of judgment to him that

fitteth in judgment, and for ftrength to thenx

that, turn the battle to the gate.

The
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The Lord of hofts farther declares, that he would
endow the judges and officers of his people with a

fpirit fuited to their feveral departments.— Judges
in Ifrael, when employed in the exercife of their

office, hearing and determining caufes brought before

them, were accuftomed to a fitting-poflure. The
members of the great fanhedrim (the fupreme eccle-

fiaftical court among them), their kings and civil

judges, were all feated when they gave judgment.

To this circumftance, the defcription before us

feems evidently to refer. The office of judges is

appointed by infinite wifdom, to preferve orderg

equity, and peace in fociety, by puniming evil-

doers, and being a praife to them that do well. In

this important capacity, they judge not for man<>

but for the Lord, of whom they hold their office^

and who is with them in the judgment, obferv-

ing what they do. In performing the duties of

their ftation, they greatly need penetration, wifdom,

and integrity, to qualify them for the faithful dis-

charge of their office. God therefore promifed to

the judges of his people, that he would furnifh them
with a fpirit of judgment, that, with inflexible juftice

and integrity, they might pronounce decifions on the

caufes brought before them. For this purpofe, he

would give them a fpirit of difcernment, clearly to

perceive the true ftate of the matters laid before them,

Jo as exactly to diftinguifh between truth and falfe-

hood, between juftice and iniquity. He would pof-

fefs them of an inflexible regard to the facred interefts

of righteoufnefs, veracity, and mercy, and an utter

abhorrence of every fpecies of fraud, injuftice, and
oppreffion ; and incline them uniformly to fupport the

caufe of equity, to difcountenance all manner of im-

piety and wickednefs. Thus the bell interefts of the

nation mould be advanced and eftablifhed : righ-

teoufnefs fhould flow down their flreets as a ftream,

and their peace be as the mighty waters.

And
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Andforftrength to them that turn the battle to the

gate. The Lord of hofts would fuit the communica-

tion of his mercy and grace to the feveral characters

among his people : to military men, whofe bufinefs

was to, turn the battle from the gate of the city, to

fome place where it might be fought with greater ad-

vantage, and to carry it to the gates and fortifications

of the enemy, that they might befiege and poifefs.

them. To fuch perfons, who, of all others, have

molt need of vigour, both in body and mind, God
prornifeth ftrength. He would fortify their minds

with invincible courage and magnanimity: he would

enable them, with determined firmnefs and refoiu-

tion, to furmount the difficulties, and fuftain the

hardihips, which they might have to encounter. He
would alfo furnifh them with ail neceflary bodily

ftrength, to fuftain the fatigues and dangers, to which

they might he expofed, in the execution of the wife

plans which were adopted, to promote the fafety and

profperity of his people. The benefit here promifed,

is acknowledged, with incomparable elegance and

beauty, to have been enjoyed by the king of Ifrael.

* I will love thee, O Lord, my ftrength—for thou
* haft girded me with ftrength unto battle : thou haft

4 fubdued under me thofe that rofe up againft me *.'

—

After the return of the Jews from Babylon, in the time

of Ezra, the fcribe, the former part of this prophecy

was in fome meafure fulfilled, in confequence of the

decree publifhed by Artaxerxes, the king, in favour of

that good man. * And thou, Ezra, after the wifdom
* of thy God, that is in thine hand, fet magiftrates

* and judges, who may judge all the people that are

* beyond the river, fuch as know the law of thy God ;

' and teach ye them that know them not j-.' In con-

fequence of this edict, it may be fuppofed, that the

Jewifh judgment-feats were occupied by fkilful upright

judges, very different from thofe who filled them in

* Pfal. xviii. i. 39. f Ezra vii. 25.

fome
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fome periods. The latter part was accomplifhed in

the time of the Maccabees, when God was pleafed to

endow his people with a noble heroic fpirit, accord-

ing to the prediction of Zechariah : « They mail be
* as mighty men, who tread down their enemies in

' the mire of the ftreets in the battle ; and they (hall

€ fight, becaufe the Lord is with themV The judges

and foldiers of God's people, under the New Testa-

ment, ought to improve this promife, for their enr

couragement and confolation : and let us fervently

pray, that God may confer upon them the/e necefiary

bleffings,

j But they alfo have erred through wine^

and through ftrong drink are out of the way j

the prieft and the prophet have erred through

ftrong drink, they are fwallowed up of wine,

they are out of the way through ftrong drink^

they err in vifion, they Humble in judgment.

In thefe words, the intemperate and profane, efpe-.

cially thofe who held important offices in the church

and ftate, are {harply admonifhed and reproved.

But they (lift have erred through wine, &c. Thofe who,

fat in judgment, and who turned the battle to the

gate, feem to be the perfons here fpoken of. Not-

withftanding they ought to have diftinguifhed them-

felves by their temperance, yet, difregarding the

ftrong obligations by which they were bound to be

fober, they erred through excefs in drinking wine

and ftrong drink.-* And through ftrong drink are

out of the way. By the intemperate ufe of intoxicat-

ing liquors, they departed from the paths of righ-

ieoufnefs, in which they ought to have walked, with-

out turning to the right hand or to the left. The

frieft and the prophet have erred, &c. The priefts,

whofe bufinefs was to minifter before the Lord in

* Zech. x. 5>

holy
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holy things, were obliged, by their facred office, and
by fpecial divine command, to abftain from ail man-
ner of excefs. The prophet, who was honoured of

God to communicate his will to the people, to re-

prove them for their fins, and who was bound, by
peculiar ties, to ftudy exemplary holinefs in life, was
addicted to intemperance. They are /wallowed up

of wine. The judgments of both thefe claffes of per-

sons were thereby perverted, their understandings

were obfcured, their characters were hurt, their offices

were difhonoured, and their ufefulnefs marred.-—

—

They are out of the way through Jlrong drink. They
had forfaken the ways, of truth and holinefs, and gone
into the paths which lead to difgrace and ruin.

They err in vifion : the prophets impioufly pretend-

ing to have been favoured with thofe vifions that they

never received, and mifmterpreting thofe which had
been feen by others. They fiumble in judgment

;

entertaining wrong apprehenfions of the matters that

came under their cognizance, and delivering wrong
decifions refpecting fubjects which they were called

to determine. Such is the literal import of the

words, which I fuppofe is chiefly intended. Some
commentators indeed are of opinion, that they fhould

be metaphorically explained, as defcriptive of thofe

who were deluded by falfe doctrines ; and, like per-

fons intoxicated, had a high opinion of themfelves,

and defpifed others, whiift they indulged in erroneous

fentiments and practices, highly injurious to the truths

and authority of God. In this view, it is not difficult

to find out who were the perfons to whom this cha-

racter belonged, and to whom they were peculiarly

applicable.

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthi-

nefs,y£ that there is no place clean*

The fatal confequences of the vices reproved in the

preceding verfe, are here itrongly delineated.

The
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The words muft be underftood with fome reftri&ion
;

for we cannot well fuppofe what is here faid, mould

be confidered as literally and univerfally the condi-

tion of all tables and places. The cafe defcribed,

however, was fo frequent and common, as fully to

juftify the odious reprefentation given by the prophet.

The expreflion plainly denotes, that fuch were to be

the unhappy effects of the priefts and prophets being

drunk with wine, or intoxicated with falfe doctrines,

which were greedily received in large meafures by

the people, that they would quickly fpread abroad

the odious fentiments they had imbibed, which were

to prove exceedingly offenfive to all fober-minded

and upright men. At whatever period this predic-

tion was literally fulfilled, it was remarkably verified

in the figurative fenfe, by the Scribes and Pharifees,

who lived about the time of our Lord's manifestation

in the flefh. Filled with falfe notions concerning the

kingdom and falvation of the MefTiah, puffed up with

a vain opinion of themfelves, and defpifing others,

they not only erred themfelves, but, by their inftruc-

tions and example, they led multitudes aftray. All

thofe places where they convened and taught, were

replete with abominable errors, highly offenfive to

Jefus Chrift and his difciples, who reprobated them
in the flrongefl terms.

9 % Whom fhall he teach knowledge ? and

•whom fhall he make to underftand doctrine ?

them that are weaned* from the milk, and drawn

from the breafts.

In this and the following verfes, is demonftrated

the unfitnefs of thofe who have departed from the

paths of truth and righteoufnefs, and are poifoned

with erroneous opinions, to learn the doctrine of fal-

vation. The perfon here fpoken of, can be no

other than the bleffed God, who giveth wifdom, and

out of whofe mouth cometh underflanding.

Whom
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Whom Jhall he teach knowledge? that excellent know-
ledge which is precious above rubies, highly necef-

fary and ornamental to the children of men. Whom
frail he teach this knowledge ? Where are they who
are apt to learn the inftructive leflbns inculcated by
his word and providence ? And whom/hall he make

to underfland doclrine? the important fublime truths

revealed in his holy word. Since thofe who have

held the mod facred offices among his profefling

people, have gone aftray, and have not obeyed his

commandments ; fince few of them whom the Moft

High hath condefcended to inftruct, hath profited

under the means employed to make them truly wife

;

it may juftly be inquired, Whom mall God teach

with fuccefs the doclrine of grace, righteoufnefs, and

peace ? The anfwer is returned in the latter part of

the verfe

:

Them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn

from the breqfls Thofe who are grown up to man-
hood, deride his judgments, and contemn his fta-

tutes : he will therefore teach infants, who are weak
and helplefs; or thofe who refemble little children late-

ly weaned, who have laid afide improper, though na-

tural defires of thofe things whereof they were for-

merly exceeding fond, and to which they were much
attached. To. fuch perfons, God is pleafed to reveal

his Son, his covenant and falvation, the myfteries of

the gofpel, the riches of his grace, and the glories of

the world to come. Out of the mouth of babes and

fucklings, he thus ordaineth ftrength^ and perfecteth

praife. The words to which I allude, were cited by

Jefus Chrift ; and applied to the little children in the

temple, who, crying Hofanna to the fon of David,

vexed and confounded his malignant adverfaries. By
teaching thefe children that knowledge which others

defpifed, and putting flrength into them, to publifh

his praifes with great ardor and vehemence, the Son
of God difplayed the efficacy of his inftruclions,

mewed who were the perfons he meant to teach,

Vol. II. 3 X whom
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whom he would enable to confound the wife and the

ftrong. On this account, he gave folemn thanks to

his heavenly Father :
c

I thank thee, O Father, Lord
* of heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid theCe

* things from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed
c them unto babes*.' The babes and infants, of

whom our Saviour fpeaks, were his apoftles and dif-

ciples, who were fimple, inoftenfive, and who, like

children, drunk in the fincere milk of the word, that

they might grow thereby. From all which we may
conclude, that infants, and thofe who refembie them,

in fimplicity, teachablenefs, and fubmiilion, are the

perfons who, in general, are taught of God.
Would you then, my friends, be taught knowledge,

and underftand doctrine ? earneftly beg from God, a

humble and teachable difpofition. Thofe whom he

is pleafed effectually to inftru&, he firft humbles, and

then brings them to conftant dependence upon him-

felf, to render them wife unto falvation, Convinced

that your acquaintance with divine truths is faint,

partial, and often confufed, fubmit wholly to him
who teacheth finners the way that; they mould
choofe.

i o For precept muji be upon precept, precept

upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line \

here a little, and there a little.

This verfe beautifully reprefents the amiable con-

defcending manner in which the Lord God conveyed

inftru&ion to thofe whom he took under his tuition,

who required flow and gentle methods to be ufed in

order to their profiting. For precept muji be upon

precept. They mult be taught, with equal attention,

diligence, and care, as the youngeft children, whofe

mailers give them one rule or precept to learn, and

after that another. In like manner, the great Inftruc-

* Matth. xi. 25.

tor
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tor of his church, fuiting himfelf to the weak capaci-

ties of his people, who are How of underftanding, and
often negligent and forgetful of a precept refpecting

the abfolute neceffity of new hearts, fubjoined a pre-

cept relating to the high importance of faith in the

promifed Mefliah : to a precept on devotion, he ad-

ded one on morality. And that nothing might be
wanting on his part, precepts upon every fubject were
diverfified and multiplied. Line upon line. As
little children, who cannot receive much at once, and
who muft not be burdened, have now and then a line

given them to read, or commit to memory ; fo the

Teacher of the foolifh hath vouchfafed, in the fame
eafy manner, to inculcate upon his church, the doc-

trine of his holy word. He gave them one line, in-

forming them of their depravity and fin; another,

mewing their duty ; and a third, prefiguring their re-

demption. Here a little, and there a little. He
communicated to them a little inftruction by one of
his fervants, and a little by another, that they might
the more eafily comprehend what they were taught

;

that the pleafing variety of inftruments he em-
ployed, and the diverfity of fubjects of which they

treated, might attract their attention, and promote
their benefit. In this agreeable winning manner,
hath God been gracioufly pleafed to teach his people

;

which mews at once, his admirable condefcenfion,

their flownefs of capacity to learn, and the criminal

conduct of thofe fcornful men who rejected and de-

rided the admonitions of his fervants. In this

gentle manner, hath God alfo taught you, my friends,

what you ought to avoid, to do, and to defire. En-
deavour to profit under the various methods he takes

for your improvement : and pray earneftly, that he
may render his inftructions effectual, by his Spirit

and bleffing accompanying them.

1 1 For with ftammering lips, and another

tongue, will he fpeak to this people.

The
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The Lord God having fpoken with great plainnefs,

by his fervants, to the pofterity of Ifrael, and fre-

quently repeated to them his precepts, infomuch

that young children might have learned them, yet

fuch was their ftupidity and obftinacy, that they

flighted and contemned them. The Moft High,

whofe inflru&ions they had even dared to ridicule,

was determined to fpeak to them in ftrange lan-

guages, in the courfe of his providence ; firft by the

Chaldeans, and afterward by the Romans. He there-

fore retorts upon them with great feverity, the oppro-

brious deriding language which they had infolently

ufed, in cenfuring his method of teaching them. The
wrords before us, contain the awful threatening which

God denounced againft them, on account of their

unprofitablenefs under the various means he had em-
ployed for their improvement, and the fcorn with

which they had treated his prophets.——For with

Hammering, or, as the Hebrew word fignifies, with

mocking lips, and another tongue, or foreign lan-

guage, which (hall be unintelligible to you ; and

which, notwithstanding, like children, ye fhall be

obliged to learn. They were to be carried away by
their enemies into a diftant country, where they

would hear a language that they did not underftand

;

and be forced, contrary to their inclination, to learn

it with great difficulty. Or this prediction may
poflibly relate to the uncertain, indiftincl:, and ftrange

manner of teaching, which, in after-periods of the

Jewifh church, was adopted by thofe who affumed the

character of their inftru&ors. According to either

interpretation, the prophecy hath been exactly fulfil-

led. After the Jews were taken captive to Babylon,

they were obliged to learn, with ftammering lips, the

language of that country : and there God fpake to

them in a foreign tongue, as a juft punifhment for the

fcorn and contempt they poured upon his fervants

and inftructions. And, in following ages, this

threatening took effect, when the Jewifh doctors,

whofe



Vsr. 12. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. $pj
whofe bufmefs was to inftruft the people, overlooking

the facred oracles of God, taught, in the Syrian lan-

guage, thofe foolifh expofitions of fcripture given in

Talmuds, Chaldee paraphrafes, and oral traditions.

—

Thofe who do not profit by the gentle methods em-
ployed for their benefit by infinite wifdom and grace,

are affured by this prediction, that the Lord will ere long

deal with them in another and very different manner.

If you will not liften to the plain repeated inftruclions

delivered in the word of God, you have reafon to

fear, that the threatening denounced againfl the

jewifh people, (hall, in one way or other, be exe-

cuted upon you. They who prefumptuoufly abufe

the choicefl mercies, mall have judgment without

mercy. They mud perifh for lack of knowledge,

who defpife divine teaching : they fhall be taught

with another tongue, who contemn the fimple me-
thod whereby the Lord teacheth his people. This

verfe is cited by the apoflle Paul, in his Firit Epiflle

to the Corinthians, when treating of the proper ufe

of the gift of tongues, which was over-rated by fome
in that church. God having threatened by Ifaiah, to

fpeak to the men of Judah in different or flrange lan-

guages, as the jufl punifhment of their fin, the apoflle,

by quoting the paflage before us, reminded thofe to

whom he was writing, that they had little reafon to

boafl of the gift of tongues ; that they ought to be-

ware of abufmg it, fenfible that gifts are to be efli-

mated by their real utility.

12 To whom he faid, This is the reft where-

with ye may caufe the weary to reft, and this is

the refrefhing : yet they would not hear.

The Lord God hath been pleafed to adopt the mofl

winning methods for inflrucling his people ; and, in

order to their profiting, he hath folicited their atten-

tion in the mod obliging manner.— To whom he

faid, This is the reft—and this is the refrefhing. The
doctrines
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do&rines of grace, relating to Jefus Chrift and his re-

demption, have been uniformly inculcated by the ferv-

ants of God, as the only means of conveying reft and
peace, tranquillity and joy, to the weary and difquieted

minds of men. ' To him (faid the apoflle Peter)
4 gave all the prophets witnefs, that, through his

* name, whofoever believeth in him fhall receive re-

* million of fins V The faints, in all generations,

liave cordially embraced this important doctrine, as

the fure foundation of their hope and comfort. This

glorious truth our blefied Saviour affirmed during his

imniftry, whilft he opened the fountain of confola-

tion ; and demonstrated, that he himfelf was the

Author of falvation, pofleffed of all the fulnefs of ce-

leftial wifdom, grace, and righteoufnefs, and that he

came into this world to give reft and refrefhment to

weary and heavy laden Tinners. c Come unto me,
* faid the companionate Redeemer, all ye that labour,

* and are heavy laden, and I will give you reftf.' I

will refrefh you with liberty, tranquillity, peace, and
confolation. No reft fo excellent, none fo deferable,

as this which is promifed, and conferred by Jefus

Chrift. Agreeable to his name and character, he

faves all that come to him, from their fins : he de-

livers them from condemnation : he cleanfes them
from all unrighteoufnefs ; and introduces them into

the glorious liberty of the fons of God. He inverts

them in the pofleffion of peace that paffeth all under-

ftanding, which is the never-failing fource of abun*

dant fatisfaction. He either delivers them from af-

fliction, or enables them to fuitain it with compofure

and refignation, and renders it fubfervient to their

real benefit. At their difiblution, he releafes them

from the unavoidable troubles to which they are here

expofed : their bodies being laid in the grave, where

the weary are at reft, their fouls do enter into peace.

They fleep in Jefus, until the morning of the refur-

* A&s x. 43. | Matth. xi. 28.

rection,
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re&ion, when foul and body {hall be re-united, and
condu&ed into the reft that remaineth for the people

of God, in its full perfection, comfortable extent, and

everlafting duration. The partial enjoyment of this

reft, and the reviving profpecl of its completion and
perpetuity in the future world, are truly agreeable

and refrefhing. What pleafmg refrefhment muft it

afford to thofe who are wearied with roaming after

fatisfa&ion amapg the creatures, and with the fruit-

lefs purfuit of happinefs where it could not be found,

to obtain delightful repofe in Jefus Chrift, to find

their mod enlarged defires gratified, and to enjoy

communion with the fource cf eternal felicity ! This;

is reft, this is relief indeed, highly worthy of our

keeneft purfuit, and peculiarly grateful to all who are

fenfible of their need of it.

Wherewith ye may caafe the weary to reft* Weari-
nefs arifes either from weaknefs or fatigue of body,

or from fainting and failure of the fpirits, through

long-continued unfuccefsful exertion. The weary,

who are here intended, are thofe who are faint in

their minds, who have been weary of God and his

ordinances, and who have wearied themfelves with

iniquity and very vanity. The expreflion under con-

fideration, reprefents, in a ftriking light, not only

their miferable condition, and their unfpeakable need

of reft, but likewife the tender companions of God,
in providing refrefhment for them. As reft is mod
acceptable to weary perfons, and refrefhment is mod
comfortable to thole who are heavy laden with fome
oppreflive burden, fo reft to the foul will be moft

defirable to thofe who are weary in their minds.

Though all mankind may be included in the charac-

ter before us, yet, I fuppofe, they are efpecially in-

tended, who are fenfible that this is their real condi-

tion. Multitudes there are who come under this de-

scription, who feel not their neceflities : but this

arifes, not from their ftate being better than that of

others, but from their infenfibility, which renders

their
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their circumftances worfe, and more dangerous. »

As the divine benefits are of ineftimable worth, and
incomparable excellence, fo they are freely offered,

and generoufly conferred, on all who are willing to

partake of them : nay, fuch is the grace of God, that

he employs his fervants to caufe the weary to reft.

If then men are miferable, they only are to blame

:

if they do not find reft, it is becaufe they will not ac-

cept of this precious blefiing. Now, if people com-
monly eftimate things according to the fenfe they

have of their need of them, might it not be juftly ex-

pected, that the reft and refrefhment here fpoken of,

would be moft acceptable, and thankfully received by
all to whom they are offered ?

Tet they would not hear. Blinded by inveterate

prejudices, puffed up with a vain opinion of their

own good condition, the people to whom the ferv-

ants of God were fent, would not hearken to their

voice: they would not part with their errors and
vices, nor return to the exercife of a found and fober

mind. Some would not fo much as hear the inftruc-

tions delivered by the minifters of the Lord : they

cared for none of thefe things ; and greatly preferred

indolence and amufement to his facred oounfels and

admonitions, who gave them all things richly to" en-

joy. Some who attended, did not lifteif with dili-

gence and impartiality to the important truths that

were fpoken to them : being neither interefted in

them, nor affected with them, they treated them with

great indifference, and fovereign contempt. Others

who attended, were difTatisfiec}, anal found fault with

what they heard : they difcovered a ftrong averfion

to believe, and obey the truth : they mocked the

fpeakers, and derided the truths that they delivered.

Far from receiving them with faith and love, that

they might profit their fouls, many were carelefs and

unconcerned, whilft not a few were irritated and en-

raged. In few words, they hated inftruclion, and

would not bear reproof ; and, by this malignant

odious
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odious conduct, they brought upon themfelves what
was threatened by the prophet Jeremiah : * I will per-
* fecute them with the fword, with the famine, and
* with the peftilence, and will deliver them to be re-
c moved to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a
4 curfe, and an aftonifhment, and an hilling, and a
c reproach among all the nations whither I have
c driven them : becaufe they have not hearkened to

* my words, faith the Lord, which I have fent unto
' them by my fervants the prophets V If ye,

brethren, have a proper fenfe of the corruption and
mifery wherein ye are involved ; if ye are wearied

with iniquity and vanity ; if ye are acquainted with

the ineftimable worth of reft and refrefhment ; if your
hearts are broken, and your fpirits contrite

; ye will,

in fome meafure, hear as ye ought, the reviving voice

that fpeaketh to you from heaven. Ye will give dili-

gent attention to the things fpoken concerning falva-

tion : ye will lay them up in your hearts, that ye

offend not againft God : ye will gratefully accept of

his offered mercy, and endeavour to live to his glory.

13 But the word of the Lord was unto them,

precept upon precept, precept upon precept ; line

upon line, line upon line ; here a little, and there

a little ; that they might go, and fall backward,

and be broken, and fhared, and taken.

The unhappy effects of the contempt and mifim-

provement of divine inftructions, is here expreffed in

very flrong terms. The word of the Lord, which
was fent unto the children of Ifrael by his fervants

the prophets, and which was afterward delivered to

them by his own Son, was communicated in {he mofl

infinuating and gradual manner
;
precept was upon

precept, line was upon line, here a little, and there

a little. By fuch eafy and gentle methods of teach-

* Jer. xxix. 18, 19.

Vol. II. 3 Y ing,
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ing, it might have been expe&ed, that, captivated

by the condescending grace of their great Inftru&or,

they would have made rapid advances in acquiring

the knowledge of divine truths. The fad however,

through their obftinacy and unteachablenefs, proved

quite the reverfe. Inftead of hearing and obeying the

voice of the Lord, and accepting the precious bleff-

ings that he offered them, they neglected and defpifecl

them. Thofe fignal advantages, therefore, for fpi-

ritual improvement which they enjoyed, were, by the

juft judgment of God, made to ferve another and very

oppofite purpofe. That they might go, andfall bach
ward, &c. The expreflions, which are multiplied, to

fhew the dangerous progrefs that they made toward

deftruclion, feem to allude to what fometimes occurs

to an unwary traveller, who, by taking fome wrong
fteps, falls backward, and endeavouring to recover

himfelf, is caught in a fnare, and taken by an enemy,

Thus it was to happen to the unteachable and incor-

rigible among the pofterity of lfrael. They might go
on in the dangerous courfe which they had foolifhly

chofen ; but, in their progrefs, they would fall back-

ward, and be fo hurt or broken, as to be difabled

from proceeding in the way of life. But this is not

all : through their abufe of the word of God, they

were to be fo entangled in the fnare of the wicked,

that they mould be deflroyed by their own folly and
perverfity. That word which was to others the favour

of life unto life, was to prove to them the favour of

death unto death. It muft be fo. Since they would
not hearken to the words of eternal life, they mud
remain dead in trefpafTes ; fince they would not come
to the light, they muft walk in darknefs ; fince they

would not believe, they could not be faved; fince

their hearts were not meliorated by the word of God,
they muft have been hardened through the deceitful-

riefs of fin : and being given up to a reprobate mind,

their fpiritual condition would become worfe and

worfe, until they fell under the crufhing weight of

righteous
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righteous vengeance. Such were the difmal effe&s

that followed the perverfe abufe of the word of God,
fent to the Jewifh people, efpecially in the time of the

Mefliah. By their unbelief, they exhibited a prodigy
of hardnefs of heart, and the mod obftinate infidelity,

which is the everlafting reproach of their nation;

in confequence whereof, they fell and were broken,

they were fnared and taken. Contrafting ourfelves

with them, we may be apt to claim the preference ;

and fay, Had we lived in their days, we would not
have been partakers with them in their unbelief, and
other fins. Let us rather acknowledge our pail er-

rors, and the imminent danger we have incurred, by
flighting divine inftructions. By the diligent im-
provement of the means of falvation, which, through

the indulgence of Heaven, are (till afforded, let us

avoid the dreadful evils that befel the unbelieving

Jews : and let us earneftly fupplicate the enlighten-

ing, converting, and fan&ifying influence of the holy

Spirit, to work in us that grace and holinefs which is

the beft ornament, and fureft evidence, of our holy

profeflion.

14 % Wherefore hear the word of the Lord,
ye fcornful men that rule this people which is

in Jerufalem.

Our prophet, having forewarned the profane among
the Jews, of approaching fpiritual judgments, pro-

ceeds to foretel the temporal calamities which were
to befal them. In the name of God, he folemnly ad-

monifhes them, that the prudence whereof they

boafted, and the alliances with other kingdoms which
they had formed, fhould not afford protection from
the complicated miferies to which their fins expofed

them. He thus addrefles them : Te fcornful men.

There is certainly a gradation in wickednefs. People

do not commonly arrive at once, but by degrees, at

any great height in wickednefs : feveral fteps are pre-

vioully
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vioufly requifite to be taken, before they can reach

the dangerous fummit. Having walked in the coun-

fel of the ungodly, they next take their ftation in the

way of finners ; after which, they proceed to take the

feat of the fcorner. Such confiderable advances in

fin had been made by the rulers in Jerufalem, as gave

fufficient reafon to brand them with this odious cha-

racter. Devoid of every good principle, and defli-

tute of all regard to the word, the providence, and

fervants of God, and having laid afide all refpect for

religion, they fcofFed at things facred ; they mocked
the prophets, they derided their predictions, and ridi-

culed all that they ought to have efteemed and vene-

rated. With hearts full of malignity againft celeftial

truths, they treated divine inflitutions and warnings

with defifion : they laughed at the principles and
practice of godlinefs ; and, acting under the influence

of their corrupt paflions, they fortified themfelves

againft every attempt for their amendment, by proud-

ly rejecting the means ufed to reclaim them. Though,
by their office, as rulers, they were under peculiar

obligations to have exhibited good examples before

thofe over whom they prefided, yet they boldly pre-

fumed to fneer with contempt at the inflitutions, pre-

dictions, and admonitions of the Mod High. Not-

withftanding they refided in Jerufalem, where they

enjoyed fpecial advantages for becoming acquainted

with the revelations of God's will, and for perform-

ing the exercifes of his worfhip, yet all thefe were

either neglected or abufed. Obferve alfo, that the

people whom thefe fcornful men governed, having,

by their enormous tranfgrefTions, forfeited the honour-

able character of being the people of God, are here

called this people* And though thefe rulers were the

perfons primarily addrefled, yet the words may be

confidered as directed to all who are of the fame bad

temper, and who follow the fame pernicious practices.

Wherefore hear the word of the Lord. Since you

would not hearken to thole inftructions which the

Lord
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Lord God was pleafed to give you in the moll gentle

manner, and frequently to inculcate upon you, hear

the awful mefTage that I now bring to you. If atten-

tion ought to be proportioned to the importance of
the fubjecl:, to your intereft in it, and the authority

by which it is (lamped, all thefe circumftances unite,

at prefent, to claim your highefl refpect. Hear the

word of the Lord. Hear it not only with your ears,

which is a natural eafy operation, but hearken dili-

gently, fo as to receive inftrucHon. Let the word
that I fpeak fink down into your hearts : give ear to

the words of my mouth ; and ferioufly ponder the

truths I am commiflioned to deliver. Believe what
is fpoken, and you (hall be eftablifhed : obey what is

required by the Lord, fo (hall you profper : fubmit,

with meeknefs, to whatfoever is made known to you ;

and let it have a fuitable influence upon your after-

conduct. Similar exordiums are frequently ufed by
the infpired writers ; and particularly by Ifaiah, in

thefe prophecies. In obedience to this folemn call,

let us hearken diligently, and incline our ears to the

word of Jehovah, who condefcends to fpeak to us

from heaven. Whatfoever he faith, merits our firm

belief, and cordial reception ; and his word properly

heard, is always accompanied with falutary con-

fequences.

15 Becaufe ye have faid, We have made a

covenant with death, and with hell are we at

agreement ; when the overflowing fcourge mall

pafs through, it fhall not come unto us : for we
have made lies our refuge, and under falfehood

have we hid ourfelves.

Thefe words fpecify the reafons why the following

prediction was publifhed ; and were defigned to con-

vince the jewifh rulers, of their bale defection from
the true God, on whofe favour alone they ought to

have
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have founded all their expectations of deliverance and
fafety. They comprehend the whole argument, both
the antecedent and confequent.—

—

We have made a
covenant with death, and with hell are we at agree-

ment. As it is evident, that thefe expreflions cannot

be literally underflood, they rauft be explained ac-

cording to their figurative fenfe. As life, you know,
often fignifies, the enjoyment of the moft defirable

bleflings, which render it agreeable and pleafant ; fo

death fometimes denotes, thofe heavy afflictions, and
great calamities, which threaten immediate destruction.

Hell, or the grave, as the Hebrew word might be
tranflated, frequently denotes, that vaft gulf, which
fwallows up all the living, and fhuts them up in the

land of darknefs. It is uniformly represented, as

poffefling an unfatiable defire of devouring thofe who
are alive. Our prophet therefore, with great beauty

and propriety, introduces cruel tyrannical princes,

prefiding over great empires, and furnifhed with

ftrength to vanquifh all that come in their way, under
the images of death and the grave, to which thefe

attributes peculiarly belong. The prophet Habak-
kuk, fpeaking of the king of Aflyria, with great ele-

gance, employs the fame images :
c He enlargeth his

* defire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be fa-

* tisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and
4 heapeth unto him all peopleV Death and hell,

then, are here ufed emphatically, to reprefent fome
terrible fpoiler of the nations, who fpread among
them defolation and ruin, with whom the rulers of

Judah had formed a ftrict alliance, on which they

founded their hopes of prefervation and fafety.

This the Jewifh governors are charged with having

faid. This language they had adopted, and been
heard to exprefs ; or it was really the fair interpreta-

tion of their conduct. Actions fpeak as plainly as

words : and in one or other of thefe ways, they had

* Hab. ii. 5.

made
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made this foolifh and criminal declaration of their

fentiments, that, having entered into a folemn treaty

of alliance with fome powerful monarch, they rather

placed their confidence in him than in God.
When the overflowing fcourge /hall fafs through, it

fhall not come unto us. Thofe whom God employs as

inftruments to punifh the wicked, or to chaftize his,

own people, are, in fcripture, called fcourgcs,. By
the fcourge here fpoken of, is meant, the great army
of fome mighty prince, which was to fpread itfelf

among the neighbouring nations, to the great da-

mage of the inhabitants. From this threatened cala-

mity, the governors of Judah promifed themfelves

exemption, in confequence of the league above men-
tioned. Two metaphors, of a different kind, afe

mixed together by our prophet, in the defcription

before us. The ufe of a fcourge is to flrike, but not

to overflow : and as the great army, fignified by the

fcourge, was not only to inflict fevere punifhment

upon thofe to whom it reached, but, like a river ex-

tending itfelf over its banks, it was to lay wafte the

whole country through which it paifed. Notwith-

ftanding, the fcornful men of Judah pleafed them-

felves with the thoughts, that it would not reach to

them. The rulers of that people, far from being

alarmed by the explicit declaration made in the be-

ginning of this chapter, refpe&ing a mighty one,

who, as a flood of waters, was to overflow, and call

down to the earth, the crown of pride, and drunkards

of Ephraim, foolifhly imagined, that this judgment
was not to come nigh them, or hurt them. How
ill-founded, how abfurd, the confident expectations

of fafety which proud felf-conceited perfons frequent-

ly exprefs !
' The rich man's wealth is his ftrong city,

c and as an high wall in his own conceitV Secure

in the midft of danger, he regards neither the provi-

dential difpenfations, nor the awful threatenings of

* Prov. xviii. ji.

the
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the Almighty. Though admonifhed and reproved by
the fervants of God, he dreams of nothing but peace
and fafety, until carried away by the defolating judg-

ments of heaven. ^-The reafon affigned for their

expectation of fafety, is truly furprifmg and extraor-

dinary :

For we have made lies our refuge, &c. The lies and
falfehood which they made their refuge, might com-
prehend all that, in fcripture-language, is lignifkd by
thefe terms : the idols and lying vanities, which were
honoured by the Heathen nations, to which they

united in paying their homage. Of them the prophet

Jeremiah thus fpeaks : ' The graven image, and the
4 molten image, is falfehood ; and there is no breath
c in them : they are vanity ; the work of errorsV

—

The wealth, wifdom, and power, wherein they pre-

fumptuoufly placed their confidence, fondly imagin-

ing, that they might prove fufficient to fereen them
from danger in the time of calamity. Thefe deceitful

vanities the royal prophet, who trufted in the Lord*

declares, that he hated f.—The falfe do&rines, of

lying prophets, who erred from the truth, and pro*

phefied falfehood ; concerning whom the Lord de-

clares, ' They prophefy unto you a falfe vifion and
6 divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit

' of their heart
J.'

Under fome one or other of thefe

coverts, did the fcornful rulers of Judah take fhelter

from impending judgments, and then thought them-

felves fecure from fear of evil. Hence their fhameful

confeflion, their impious language, We have made lies

cur refuge, and under falfehood have we hid ourfelves.

All their expectations of fafety, on thefe accounts,

were difappointed. Notwithstanding they implored

the afliftance of the Egyptians againft the AfTyrians,,

and afterward, about the time of Meffiah's appear-

ance, they became fubject to the Romans, yet neither

of thefe powerful nations could afford them protec-

* Jer. x. 14, 15. f Pfal. xxxL 6. ± Jer. xiv. 14.

tioit
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tion from predicted calamities. Reafon and expe-

rience teach, that we are weak defencelefs creatures,

who muft look for help and fheljter to fome quarter

or other. Warned by the folly of the profane in Ju-
dah, and the disappointment that terminated their

vain hopes, let us place our truft in God, who is a

fure defence, a never-failing refuge.

16 1T Therefore thus faith the Lord God,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ftone,

a tried ftone, a precious comtv-flone^ a fure

foundation ; he that believeth fhall not make
hafte.

Few predictions delivered in fcripture, are ufhered

in with greater majefty and authority, or placed in a

more remarkable connection, than that which lies

now before us. The prophet, having folemnly de-

manded attention to the word of the Lord which he

had in command to fpeak, after expofing the folly

and wjckednefs of the fcornful men that were in

power, who prefumptuoufly expreffed their confi-

dence in deceit and falfehood, publifhes the glorious
;

truth contained in the words now read, before he

proceeds to denounce the judgments determined to

be inflicted upon them. He declares, in the name
of Jehovah, that infinite wifdom and grace would
lay a more firm foundation of trufl and dependence

than that upon which profane men built their ex-

pectations, whereupon the great edifice of his church

ihould be eftablifhed, and to which the eyes of all

them that believe ought, in every age, to be directed.

He connects the promifed mercy with the preceding re-

proof, by the word therefore ; which not only points

out the order wherein one thing was to follow ano-

ther, but intimates, that God would take occafion,

from the atrocious crimes committed by the rulers of

his people, to manifefl the greatnefs of his mercy, and

the riches of his grace. We have faid, We made
Vol. II. 3 Z lies,
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lies our refuge, and under falfehood have we hid our-

felves : thereforefaith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in

Zionfor a foundation, a fkone, &c. The inference is

truly remarkable, and cannot fail to excite the ad-

miring attention of all the faithful fervants of God,
Notwithstanding proud worldly men may impiouily

imagine, that there is no other ground whereupon
the church can reft their faith and hop* than that

which is fuggefted by human prudence, that there is

no other way of obtaining deliverance than what is

devifed by the fagacity of man, the Lord God hath

laid a far more excellent and fure foundation, that

fhall never decay ; upon which he will erect a.fpiri-

tual and living temple, that fhall rife to amazing
height, magnificence, and glory.

The prediction is delivered in beautiful figurative

language, juftly meriting the mod ferious difcuffion.

In defcribing or embellifhing illuftrious actions, or

future events, the .prophets are accuftomed to intro-

duce allufions to the actions of former times, fuch as

poflefs a confpicuous place in facred hiftory; and
thus they illuminate the future by the paft, facts lefs

known by others more generally underftood. In the

words, there feems to be a manifeft reference to the

noble ftructures of ancient times, whofe foundations

were laid amidft multitudes of admiring fpectators,

who accompanied the folemnity with fhouts and ac-

clamations of joy. When the foundations of the

earth were laid by the Almighty, the morning-ftars,

who witneffed this great work, fang together, and all

the fons of God fhouted for joy. At the commence-
ment of thofe grand material buildings, which typified

the church of the living God, vaft numbers of be-

holders affembled : and when the workmen began to

build the temple of the Lord, they fet the priefts in

their apparel, with the Levites, who fung together by
courfe, in praifing and giving thanks unto the Lord *.

* Ezra iii. 10. n.

In
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In like manner, when Jehovah was about to lay in

Zion for a foundation, a (tone, a tried (lone, a pre-

cious corner-done, he calls upon men to attend, ad-

mire, and praife. Accordingly, the appearance of

the Son of God for this wonderful purpofe, was an-

nounced from on high, to be glad tidings of great joy

unto all people : his divine difcourfes, his beneficent

miracles, his triumphant entry into Jerufalem, his

glorious refurre&ion from the dead, and magnificent

afcenfion into heaven, were contemplated and cele-

brated with exultation and joy. Behold all ye
kindreds of the earth, people of every language, and
of every defcription

; ye fcornful men, ftout-hearted,

and far from righteoufnefs ; ye defponding tranf-

grefTors, who are humble and contrite in heart
; ye

people of the Mod High, who are built together,

for an habitation of God, through the Spirit. Unto
you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the fons of

men. Behold this admirable work of the Lord God,
which infinitely furpafles all created power to execute ;

and which the mod enlarged capacity cannot fully

comprehend, or fufficiently celebrate. Contemplate

him performing this aftonifhing enterprife, according

to his own purpofe and grace, thereby exhibiting

the brightefl difplays of majefty and mercy, of righ-

teoufnefs and holinefs, power and veracity ; and
whilft you behold, admire, love, and rejoice.

/ lay in Zion for a foundation, A foundation pro-

perly denotes, the loweft part of the material build-

ing, which fupports the whole weight of the fuper-

ftruclure, and gives it union, ftrength, and {lability.

Figuratively, it fignifies thofe perfons or things, which
fuftain and unite the fabric that is raifed upon them

;

and which communicate to it, firmnefs, confiftency,

and perpetuity. In this fenfe, the foundation of a

ftate or empire, is, its conftitution, laws, and govern-

ors ; its counfels, riches, and allies. The foundation

of the church of God, is Jefus Chrift, who upholds,

and intimately connects together in fraternal affection,

all
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all the people of God, who depend on him alone for

their faith and holinefs, their prefent privileges, their

divine confolations and future hopes. This mod il-

luftrious Perfon poflefles, in high perfection, all thofe

qualifications which are requifite to a good founda-

tion ; and to him the apoftle Peter exprefsiy applies

this prophecy. Having reprefented the happy con-

dition, and diftinguimed dignity of true Chriftians,

as a fpiritual temple, and holy priefthood, he ampli-

fies and confirms what he had faid, by quoting the

words under confideration *. And the apoftle Paul,

reminding the faints at Corinth, that they were

God's building, and ought to take heed that they

did not build improper materials upon the foundation

he had laid, enforces the caution by this powerful ar-

gument :
' For other foundation can no man lay than

' that is laid, which is jefus Chri(lf.
,

Indeed, this

chief work of God, which in itfelf is molt excellent,

and molt interefting to us, forms the chief fubjecl: of

his word. All the lcriptures, written both before and

after its execution, teftify concerning it ; and meet

here, as in their common centre. The ftrength and

duration of the edifice depends on the firmnefs of the

foundation ; and therefore the Lord God, having

purpofed to build a fpiritual houfe, for the honour of

his majefty, that fbould endure for ever, placed, at

the bottom of this immenie ftru&ure, a fuitable and

permanent foundation. How glorious the work that

he declares he would perform in Zion ; and which,

in the fulnefs of time, he executed, according to the

plan he formed in his eternal mind, when the Son of

God aflumed our nature, magnified the divine law

that we have broken, and endured the curfe that we
have merited ! This is the Lord's doing, and ought

to be wondrous in our eyes.

Let us now proceed attentively to furvey this foun-

dation, which God hath laid; whereupon is fitly

* I Peter ii. 6. f i Cor. iii. II.

framed
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framed together that noble edifice, which rifeth into

an holy temple in the Lord. Let us minutely exa-

mine the materials of which it is compofed, and the

peculiar properties whereof it is pofleffed, that, hav-

ing feen its all-fufficiency and glory, we may place

upon it unfhaken dependence for every promifed
bleffing. Whilft thus pleafantly employed, may the

Spirit of the living God open the eyes of our under-

standings to perceive the glorious beauty of this in-

comparable object, and unite us unto it by (Irong and
indhibluble affection

!

Our prophet having expreflfed a noble fentiment

with the utmoft brevity and fimplicity, illuftrated by
no circumftances, adorned with no epithets, calls in

the aid of ornament : he repeats, he varies, he am-
plifies the fentiment ; and adds to it feveral fhort fen-

tences, more fully to elucidate the fubjecl. He re-

turns to the favourite topic; and more particularly

delineates it, by imagery borrowed from a well-known-
and familiar object

AJione is the moft proper material that can be laid

for a foundation. By this figurative expreflion, Jefus

Chrifi:, the promifed Mefliah, the great Redeemer,
is doubtlefs intended. Under this designation, he
is frequently fpoken of in the fcriptures of the Old
and New Teflaments. He is the ftone which the

builders rejected, that is now become the head of the

corner *. This text, which is feveral times cited by
the apoftles, is acknowledged by all, in the full and
proper fenfe, to belong to the Mefliah, who exprefsly

applies it to himfelf f. The apoflle of the circumci-

fion particularly fpeaks of him under this figure ;

where, having faid that the Lord is gracious, he im-

mediately adds, ' To whom coming, as unto a living
4 (tone, difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of God,
4 and precious j.' He calls him a living ftone, to in-

timate, that he hath life in himfelf, and communicates v

* P&l. cxviii. 22. f Matth. xxi. 42, % 1 Peter fi. 4.

life
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life to all who are built upon him. A (tone, which
is remarkable for its ftrength, nrmnefs, and duration,

exhibits an inflructive emblem of the mighty One,
on whom our help is laid, who poiTeffes invincible

ftrength, who upholdeth all things by the word of

his power ; and, being able to fave to the uttermoft,

fuftains the whole weight of his church. Its folidity

and nrmnefs reprefent the (lability of Jefus Chrift,

whofe throne is eftablifhed in the heavens, whofe pur-

pofes and promifes are fure and unalterable, and whofe

covenant of peace cannot be removed. Its continu-

ance and duration fets forth his everlafting perpetuity,

who is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever ; who
is unchangeably poneiTed of every divine excellency :

his love, righteoufnefs, and ftrength, never decay; nor

are they impaired by exertion. A large ftone, pro-

perly hewn, and laid at the bottom of a great build-

ing, gives a ftrong idea of an immoveable object, that

cannot be difplaced ; and affords a lively emblem of

his immutability and permanency, upon whom refts

the faith, the holinefs, and hope of the faints.

The infpired writers frequently mention this wonder-

ful Perfon in figurative terms, under a pleafmg va-

riety of amiable characters, highly necefiary to the

welfare and fupport of the church of God. He is the

Author of eternal falvation, who conveys to them, all

the ineftimable benefits requifite to confummate their

felicity ; fuch as the remiftion of fins, the renovation

of their natures, ftrength to obey the divine com-

mandments, and thofe confolations which revive their

hearts. He is the great High Prieft, by whom they

have accefs unto God ; the infallible Teacher, who
inftructs them fo as to make them wife unto falva-

tion ; the fpiritual King, who refcues them from fer-

vitude, introduces them into glorious liberty, and de-

fends them from evil. He is the great Law-giver,

who is able to fave, and to deftroy ; the fkilful Phy-

fician, who cures them of their fpiritual maladies, and

reftores them to perfect foundnefs -

P
the tender-hearted

Shepherd,
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Shepherd, who brings them back from their wander-

ings, and gently leads them into green paftures ; the.

fupreme Judge, who corrects them for their faults,

and who, at the final judgment, will aflign them glo-

ry, honour, and immortality, as their everlafting por-

tion. He is the Sun of righteoufnefs, who illumi-

nates and warms them by his refrefhing beams ; the

bread of life, which nouriihes and fuftains them ; the

Tock and (tone upon which they are built, and from,

whence they derive ftrength and eftablifhment..

A tried Jlone, or, as the Hebrew word may be

rendered, ' a ftone of trial.' In both fenfes, the d&*

fcription is perfectly applicable to Jefus Chrift. It is

a ftrong recommendation of perlbns or things, in

which we are called to place unfufpecting confidence,

that they have been well-tried ; and found upon trial,

fully to anfwer the expectations formed concerning

them, and to ferve every purpofe for which they were

intended. This remark was, in every refpect, veri-

fied in the promifed Meffiah, here fpoken of, as a

tried (tone. His claim to the high character of the

Son of God, and Saviour of the world, was feverely

tried, and found inconteftably valid and fufficient.

He fully authenticated his title to this high designa-

tion and office, by the ftrongeft proofs that could be

demanded. In him were accomplifhed the ancient

predictions, which declared, that he mould be a Pro-

phet like unto Mofes ; a high Prieft, after the order

of Melchifedec, who, by one offering, was to put

an end to fin, to finifh tranfgrefilon, and bring in

everlafting righteoufnefs; the Prince of peace, the

King of Zion, juft, and having falvation. In him

were fulfilled the types, which prefigured many in-

itructive circumftances, relative to his office, and the

defign of his manifestation. As Mofes lifted up

the ferpent in the wildernefs, fo he was lifted up, that

whofoever believeth in him, might not perifh, but

have everlafting life. As our pailbver, he was facri-

ficed for us: and as Jonah was three days and three

nights
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nights in the whale's belly, fo he was three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth. By him were
performed thofe ftupendous miracles, which were fore-

told mould be wrought by the Meffiah. He opened

the eyes of the blind ; he unftopped the ears of the

deaf; he made the lame to leap as an hart, and the

tongue of the dumb to fmg. And after the temple

of his body was dejtroyed, he raifed it up in three

days ; and afcended glorioufly up on high, that God
the Lord might dwell among us,

Befides, his abilities to accomplilh the arduous

purpofes of his appearance in this world, underwent

the fevered trial. His love to God, his zeal for his

glory, his obedience to his commands, his patience

under fufferings, his refignation to the divine will,

his love and companion to men, were all fairly

tried, and found worthy of praife, and honour, and

glory. After having fuftained the moil painful la-

bours, the mod complicated afflictions, the fharpefl

reproaches, and fhameful indignities, he was laid, by

Infinite wifdom, the foundation of the church. Since

that period, he hath been tried by multitudes, which

no man can number, of every kindred, nation, lan-

guage, and tongue. Men, of every character, of every

age, of every generation, have united in gratefully ac-

knowledging his confummate ability to fave to the

uttermoft ; and, with thankfulnefs, have celebrated

the efficacy of his blood, and the riches of his grace.

That which they have heard, and feen, and tailed,

they have declared unto us, that we alfo may have

fellowfhip with them.- 1 remarked, that the He-

brew words may be alfo rendered, c a Hone of trial.'

According to this interpretation, they contain the

fame fentiment delivered by our prophet, chap. viii.

14. ' And he fhall be—for a (tone of [tumbling, and
* for a rock of offence, to both the houfes of Ilrael/

&c. In this view, devout Simeon contemplated him,

when he thus fpake :
c He is fet for the fall and rifing

* again of many in Ifrael ; and for a iign that (hall

' be
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• be fpoken againft, that the thoughts of many hearts

* may be revealed*.' Thefe prophecies were exactly

accomplifhed in Jefus Chrift, who makes full difcovery

of the fpirituai ftate and character of men. By the

fentiments they entertain concerning him, the recep-

tion which they give him, and the fubjection that

they yield to him, they plainly mew, whether or not

their hearts are upright or deceived, their faith is real

or hypocritical, their acquaintance with the way of

falvation is clear or indiftinct. By cordially em-
bracing this great Redeemer, in the important cha-

racters he fuftains, and firmly relying upon him, as

their alone foundation, they clearly evince, that they

heartily approve of him, and love his falvation

;

whereas, by rejecting this tried (tone, they give con-

vincing evidence of their pride, obftinacy, and other

criminal paffions.

A corner-Jlone. Jefus Chrift is not only the foun-

dation-(lone, which fupports the weight of the fuper-

ftructure laid upon it, but he is likewife the corner-

ftone, which unites, beautifies, and ftrengthens the

whole building.——He unites together the different

parts whereof the church of God is compofed. la

this great edifice, there are multitudes of people, of

all nations, kindreds, and languages, whofe laws and

manners are as oppofite to one another as the fides of

a houfe. Jews and Greeks, Barbarians and Scythians,

bond and free, honourable and difhonourable, rich

and poor, furnifh materials for this houfe of God,

All thefe different defcriptions of people, who were

at variance with one another, are reconciled, and

united together by Jefus Chrift, who of them forms

one magnificent temple for Jehovah. Having abo-

lifhed the enmity that formerly fubfifted among them,

Jie makes in himfelf of twain one new man, fo mak-

ing peace. Not only Jews, but Gentiles, who were

afar off, ftrangers and foreigners, are brought nigh

* Lukeii. 34, 35.

Vol. II. 4 A bg
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by Jefus Chrifl, made fellow-citizens with the faints,

and members of the houfehold of God. This

corner-ftone not only unites, but it beautifies the edi-

fice of the church. Corner-ftones are commonly
large, properly fquared, and well polifhed, ferving

for ornament, as well as uie, to the building ; and on
this account, likewife, is Jefus Chrift fpoken of under

this fimilitude. He himfelf is fairer than the children

of men, the chief amung ten thoufand, and altogether

lovely. He gives fpiritual beauty to all who are. con-

nected with him ; infomuch that his comelinefs,

grace, and favour, are faid to be upon them. By
communicating to them the graces of the holy Spirit,

he renders them all glorious within ; and, by his

righteoufnefs, which the apoftle Paul affirms, is upon
all them that believe, he makes them comely indeed.

Thus does he become the beauty and glory of his

people, among whom he preferves the moll: defirable

harmony ; and, by means of his ordinances, laws,

and promifes, he difpofes them to mine forth in the

beauty of holinefs.—-—Once more : This corner-

ftone ftrengthens the whole building, which it con-

nects and adorns. The mighty One, upon whom the

Lord God hath laid our help, conveys fpiritual

ftrength to all the living ftones, which are built into

the temple of the Lord ; in confequence whereof,

they are ftrong in him, and in the power of his

might, for performing duty, for contending with ene-

mies, and fuftaining the alliiclions to which they are

appointed. The fpirit of power, as well as of love,

ar\d of a found mind, pervades the whole of this great

building, and gives it itrength and eftablifhment. The
church of God therefore, fupported and united by the

omnipotent Saviour, notwithstanding all the com-
bined efforts of earth and hell, fhall continue rooted

and grounded in him, and unmoved from the hope
of the gofpel. From all which it appears, that Jefus

Chrift, who is the corner-ftone, that unites, beauti-

fies, and ftrengthens the whole church of God, knits

together
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together all his people, who live in every age and
place of the world. This animating consideration

ought to make us folicitous to be firmly united to

him, and to one another, by the flrong bonds of in-

diflbluble affection.

A precious corner-fkone. The illuflrious Perfon here

fpoken of, is truly precious and valuable, on account

of his intrinfic perfection and glory. Being the bright-

nefs of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image of

his perfon, he poffeffes incomparable divine beauty,

ineffable fplendor and brilliancy. Even when covered

by the vail of humanity, his fupreme majefty and ex-

cellence fhone forth at times with fuch refulgent luflre,

that thofe who beheld him, acknowledged, that they

faw the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full

of grace, and truth. Every divine attribute, every hu-

man virtue, every created and uncreated beauty,

which baffle all defcription, centre in him. Viewing
him manifefted in the rlefh, he is the faireft ornament,

and the higheft glory of our nature. No fuch perfon

to be found either in heaven or in earth. ' Being
4 made fo much better than the angels, he hath by
* inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
* they*.' He is greater than Jonah, the prophet;

yea, than Solomon, king of Ifrael, in all his glo-

ry. He is the Prince of the kings of the earth ; and
infinitely fuperior to all the renowned prophets,

priefts, judges, and faviours, that ever arofe in the

church. In the perfon of Median, is united, the An-
cient of days, and the Child born ; God over all,

blefTed for ever, and that nature which, concerning

the flefh, defcended from the fathers ; the form of
God, and the form of a fervant ; the Lord of life,

and the Man of forrows. This fublime and wonder-
ful character, which will for ever employ the admir-

ing contemplation of the moft exalted celeftial intelli-

gences, renders him inexprcffibly precious and defir-

* Heb. {. 4.

able.^
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able. Can there be any thing too arduous or difficult

for him, to whom all power in heaven and earth is

committed ? Can our interefts ever mifcarry in his

hands, whofe companions fail not, and whofe faith*

fulnefs endureth to all generations ?

Befides, he is equally precious, on account of the

ineftimable benefits which he confers. Having life in

himfelf, he communicates eternal life to all thofe who
build on him as their only foundation. When dead
in trefpafles and fins, obnoxious to endlefs deftruc-

tion, he quickens them, and reftores them to im-

mortal life and felicity. When alienated from God,
and enemies to him in their minds, and by wicked
works, he reconciles them unto God, having' made
peace by the blood of his crofs. When fitting in

darknefs, and in the fhadow of death, he tranflates

them into his marvellous light. When fubjecl: to the

fervice of fin, and the power of Satan, he brings them
into the glorious liberty of the fons of God. He
gives wifdom to the foolifh, ftrength to them that

have no might : he gives light to them that walk in

darknefs, and direction to them that are in perplexity*

He forgives all their trefpafles ; he cleanfes them from
all unrighteoufnefs ; he fan&ifies them in foul and
body ; he comforts them when they are caft down,
and preferves them to his heavenly kingdom. Riches
and honour are with him, yea, durable riches and
righteoufnefs : his fruit is better than gold, and his

revenue than choice filver. He is better than rubies

;

and all the things that may be defired, are not to be
compared to him. He cannot be valued by the gold

of Ophir, with the precious onyx or fapphire. Though
defpifed and rejected of men, who know not his infi-

nite worth, yet, in the view of all who have fpiritual

difcernment, he appears worthy to receive power, and
riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and
glory, and bleffing. The thoughts of his tranfcendent

excellence, and exuberant goodnefs, ought to melt

our
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our hearts into the tendered emotions, and fill them
with admiration and gratitude. It is added,

A Jure foundation. Having treated of the founda-

tion that the Lord God hath kid in Zion, it only re-

mains, in difcufling this fubjeft, to (hew its firmnefs

and (lability. The infufficiency of a foundation arifes

either from the unikilfulnefs of the architect—the de-

cay of the materials—or the hoflile attempts of its

enemies. The foundation laid by the Lord God, is

not fubiect to any of thefe caufes of inflability. He
poffeffei confummate (kill and ability to execute the

mod; ftupendous labours \ and all his works are done
in truth and uprightnefs. He laid the foundations of

the earth ; and hath eflablifhed it for ever, that it

cannot be removed. He who made the world in his

wifdom, and eflablifhed the earth by his power, can-

not be deficient in ability to lay a fure foundation in

Zion, to fupport his church : and, in this prediction,

he pledges his veracity that he would do it, and in-

vites us to contemplate his marvellous work. Nor
can it poflibly fail, through the decay of the materials

of which it is compofed. The heavens and the earth

fhall perifti ; but he, who is a tried (lone, (hall en-

dure : yea, all of them fhall wax old as doth a gar-

ment ; as a veflure fhall he change them, and they

fhall be changed ; but he is the fame, and his years

fhall have no end. The children of thy fervants fhall

continue, and their feed fhall be eflablifhed before

thee. Time, which brings to ruin every foundation

laid by human power, fhall never impair that which
God hath laid in Zion. It is an • eternal excellency,

the joy of many generations.—-—Nor fhall the hoflile

attempts of its enemies be ever able to undermine or

fliake this foundation. Many inveterate foes, no
doubt, it hath, poffefled of much fubtilty and flrength,

who ceafe not to endeavour, by their utmoft exer-

tions, more fecretly, or more openly, to injure its in-

terefls. They vex themfelves, however, in vain : no
weapon formed againfl it, or the fuperflru&ure raifed

upon
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upon it, (hall ever profper. The k;ngs of the earth,

and the rulers of the darknefs of this world, take

counfel together againft the Lord, and againft his

Anointed : but however many and mighty they may
be, they only imagine a vain thing, in which they can

never fucceed. He that fitteth in the heavens, (hall

laugh ; the Lord fhall have them in derifion : he

will pour contempt upon their prefumptuous efForts,

and his wrath upon themfelves. Upon this immove-
able rock, this everlafting foundation, God will build

his church ; and the gates of hell, infernal principa-

lities and powers, mall not prevail againft it. Hence
we joyfully conclude, that the foundation which God
hath laid in Zion, (hall never be removed, but endure

throughout all generations. '

Review the fubject, brethren, and with it, your

own fpiritual condition, that you may become ac-

quainted with your intereft in what hath been faid.

If you are not intimately connected with this tried

precious corner-done, and built upon this fure founda-

tion, your (late is truly deplorable; and if you per-

fift in rejecting the Saviour, he will prove to you a

(tone of (tumbling, and rock of offence, on which
you will itumble, and fall, and be broken. Call

yourfelves down, then, before the Lord God : hum-
bly acknowledge your unworthinefs to be built into

the habitation he is now, through the Spirit, prepar-

ing for himfelf : confefs your wickednefs, in having

defpifed this precious corner-ftone ; and your ex-

treme folly, in having fubftituted other grounds of

confidence, in place of this fure foundation. Ear-

neftly entreat, that he who calleth the things that are

not as though they were, and who of (tones can raife

up children to Abraham, would build you upon the

Rock of ages ; and unite you to one another by the

ftrong bond of perfection, that, being fitly framed

together, you may grow up unto an holy temple

in the Lord, which he will vouchfafe to fill with his

prefence and glory.

Have
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Have you been happily brought off from depend-

ence on thofe refuges of lies, in which multitudes

place their truft ? Have you renounced all confidence

in yourfelves, and in every creature ; and come unto

Jefus Chrift as unto a living done, that, as lively

Hones, you may be built up a fpiritual houfe, a holy

priedhood, to oifer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable

to God by Jefus Chrift ? In confcquence of this con-

nection, do you partake of divine life, ftrength, beau-

ty, and (lability? and do you fee fuch infinite excel-

lence in this glorious object, that, in comparifon of

it, you account all other things as lofs. Take then

the comfort that flows from this high privilege ; and
adopt the triumphant language of the apoftle Paul,

faying, ' I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life,

* nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
' prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
4 nor any other creature, (hall be able to feparate us
* from the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus our
* Lord V You may be feparated unexpectedly from
your houfes and lands, your deareft friends, and mod
intimate connections ; or they may be removed fud-

denly from you : but no creature, not even death it-

felf, (hall difthlve the bleiled union fubiifting between
you and Jefus Chrift. Negled not the duty that re-

fults from this glorious prerogative ; but ftudy to

practife the precepts recommended by the apoftles of

our Lord and Saviour. ' As ye have therefore re-

* ceived Chrift Jefus the Lord, fo walk ye in him

;

* rooted and built up in him, and ftablifhed in the
* faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
' thankfgiving f . But ye, beloved, building up your-
c felves on your moft holy faith, praying in the Holy
8 Ghoft, keep yourfelves in the love of God, looking
* for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal

* life j. And now, brethren, I commend you to God,
f and to the word of his grace, which is able to build

* Ropi. viii, 38, 39. f Col, ii. 6, 7. X Jucle 20> 2l '

6 you
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' you up, and to give you an inheritance among all

< them that are fanctified V
He that believeth Jhall not make hafte. Thefe words

are twice cited by the apoftle Paul, in his Epiftle to

the Romans. Firft, To confirm what he faid con-

cerning ' Urae-1, who followed after the law of righ-
c teoufnefs, and attained not to the law of righteouk
< nefs. Wherefore ? Becaufe they fought it not by
' faith, but as it were by the works of the law : for

*-. they (tumbled at that ftumbling-ftone \ as it is writ-.

* ten, € Behold, I lay in Zion a ftumbling-ftone, and
* rock of offence : and whofoever believeth on him
6

(hall not be afhamed f/ Secondly, To prove the

certain connection between faith and righteoufnefs^

between confeffion and falvation \ and to {hew, that?

they who believe on Jefus Chrift (hall be faved
J.

The apoftle Peter alfo quotes them with fome fmali

variation, to fhew the firmnefs and ftability of Chrik

tians, as a fpirituai temple, and holy priefthood |[.

You may obferve, that Ifaiah faith, He that belief

eth fhall not make hafte ; the apoftle of the Gentiles,

He (hall not be afhamed ; the apoftle of the circum-

rifion, He fhall not be confounded. The meaning is

the fame; for, according to a learned writer §, well

acquainted with the oriental languages, the Hebrew
word here ufed, hath three fignifications, to haften,

to be afraid, to be afhamed or confounded. The
firft is retained in our Englifh verfion ; the fecond,

by the Syriac tranflation ; and the third, by the Sep*

tuagint, and the apoftles. He that believeth fhall not

be afraid of evil tidings ; he will not fear, though the

earth be removed, and the mountains be carried into

the midft of the fea. He fhall never be afhamed of

his faith and hope ; nor confounded in the great and

terrible day of the Lord, when, amidft the diffolu-

* Acts xx. 32. f Rom. ix. 31, 32, 33. % Rom,,

x. 11.
j|

1 Peter ii. 6. § Pocock Not. Mifcel. in Pent.

Mofis, p. 10, 11.

tion
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tion of the heavens and the earth, he fhall lift up his

head with joy.

To believe, is to give credit to his teftimony, in

whofe knowledge, integrity, and veracity, we fafely

confide, firmly perfuaded of the truth of what is de-

clared. In this fenfe, the word is frequently ufed in

icripture ; as where it is written, ' Achifh believed
c David, faying, He hath made his people utterly to
' abhor himV This fimple definition may aflift us,

in underflanding the import of the character before

us. He that believeth, gives undoubted credit to the

teftimony of the Lord God ; and relies, with unfuf-

pedting confidence, on his omnipotence, truth, and
faithfulnefs, for the accomplifhment of what he hath

promifed. He receives the record that God hath

given concerning his Son ; and, being fully aflured

of his perfect fuitablenefs, and glorious all-fufficiency,

to relieve all his neceflities, he commits himfelf, and
all his concerns, to the companionate care of this

mighty One. His faith, being the fubftance of things

hoped for, gives the bleffings contained in the pro-

mifes of God a real fubfiflence in his mind, and en-

ters him as it were upon the prefent pofleflion. Being

the evidence of things not feen, it realizes invifible

objects, and places them fully before his view. In

this manner, there is an intimate connection formed
between the perfon that believeth, and the things

which are believed ; in confequence whereof, he par-

ticipates in the love, the confolation, and other bene-

fits, refulting from them. And this faith, whereby he

believes the report of the gofpel, is an active power-

ful principle : it purifies the heart ; it overcomes the

world ; it worketh by love, and is accompanied with

good works. The character is more fimple, and eafy

to be underflood, than fome people would have us

imagine. Indeed, it is not fufficient to entitle to

this defcription, that we have heard of Jefus Chrift j

* 1 Sam. xxvii. 12.

VpL. II. 4 B that
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that we have fome little acquaintance with his perfon,

offices, and falvation ; that we can talk of his charac-

ter, and extol his compailion. By believing the re-

cord of God concerning him, we mud fet to our feal

that God is true ; and, by forfaking every refuge of

lies, we mult difcover our confidence in that fure

foundation, laid in Zion by infinite wifdom and love.

To this character, which is every where reprefented

in fcriptnre as of the highefl importance, is annexed
the mod glorious privileges ; whilfl the mod awful

judgments are denounced againit him that believeth

not. Our prophet affirms,

He that believethjhall not make hafle. ftafrmefs and
precipitation are the effects of unbelief, which prompts
to impatience, excites eager defires of prefent enjpy-

ment, and prevents from quietly waiting for the fal-

vation of the Lord. What but this induced the

Ifraelites (who would not wait until Mofes came
down from the mountain) to make a golden calf, and
then to fall down and worfhip the idol ? What tempt-

ed the wicked fervant to eat and drink with the

drunken, and to beat his fellow-fervant, but the

thoughts that his Lord delayed his coming * ? Infide-

lity excites tbofe under its influence, nattily to grafp

at prefent pieafures, poflfeffions, and affiftances ; and
will not allow them to ftay for the accomplimment of

God's promifes. He that believeth, is of another and
better fpirit, and follows an oppofite line of conduct.

He (hall not make hafte to draw rafli conclufions from
God's delaying to grant him aid and relief; but he

will patiently wait upon him that waits to be gra-

cious. Though mercies are delayed, he will not,

like one difmayed and terrified, flee to the creature

for help and happinefs, but will humbly (lay upon
God until he have mercy upon him. In every con-

dition, he will place unfhaken confidence in the pro-

mifes of God, expecting, with undifturbed tranquil-

* Matth. xxiv. 48.

lity
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lity of mind, their fulfilment in due feafon. Though
the vifion tarry, he will wait for it ; becaufe it furely

fhall come, and (hall not tarry. Beware then of

fpeaking, or acting, with precipitation. When David,
king of Ifrael, was in hafte, he uttered unguarded ex-

preflions ; and faid unto God, ' I am cut off from
' before thine eyes*.' He affirmed, ' All men are
* liars

f.' The tide of corruption, joined with the

wind of temptation, are apt to carry us with impe-

tuofity into manifold dangers. Endeavour then, on
all occafions, to fpeak and act with coolnefs and de-

liberation : let your words and actions be the refult

of mature confideration ; and thus, give evidence, that

you believe the word of God.

1 7 Judgment alfo will I lay to the line, and

righteoufnefs to the plummet ; and the hail fhall

fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall

overflow the hiding-place.

The prophet next addrefTes profane hypocritical

mockers, who, rejecting the rich provifion which
God determined to make for the fafety of his

people, had entered into an agreement with -death

and the grave ; and againfl them, he denounces very

awful judgments. The divine procedure toward

them, mould be marked with the ftri&eft juftice, ur^-

tempered by clemency and mercy ; whilft the people

with whom they had entered into covenant, were to

attack, and to overwhelm them with defolation. Hav-
ing fpoken of the falvation which God was about to

accomplim for his church, in reference to the work
of a Ikilful architect, he continues the allufion in the

htft part of the verfe, when threatening the awful

punifhment to be inflicted upon thofe who derided

his fervants and inflructions. ^Judgment alfo ivill I

lay to the line, that there may not be the lead defi-

* Pfal. xxxi. 22. f Pfal. cxvi. n.
ciency
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ciency in the deferved calamities, which (hall be
exactly commenfurate to the dement of the crimes

which they are intended to punifh. And righteouf

nefs to the plummet, that I may difcover the ftri&eil

regard to equity and juftice in the admintftration of

divine judgments, fo as they may neither lean to the

fide of mercy, nor to its oppofite, rigorous feverity.

The remarkable vifion which was (hewed by the

Lord to the prophet Amos, hath fome refemblance to

the prediction now before us : ' Behold, the Lord
* flood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a
' plumb-line in his hand.—Then faid the Lord,
c Behold, I will fet a plumb-line in the midft of my
c people lfrael : I will not again pafs by them any
' moreV &c. From all which we learn, that the

Lord ponders, with moft exact attention, all the di-

Itinctions of characters, times, and circumftances,

all the various motives both to lenity and feverity ;.

and that he ads in a manner fuited to his perfect

knowledge.

And the hailJhallfweep away the refuge of lies, &c.
The numerous powerful armies, which, by divine com-
mand, were to be fent into the land of Canaan, to

inflict deferved judgments upon its inhabitants, for

their vain confidence in an arm of flefh, were intend-

ed by the hail that is here mentioned. The wifdom
and power, riches, counfels, and allies, on which
their delufive hopes of fafety were founded, were the

refuge of lies, which was to be entirely overthrown,
and clean fwept away, by the calamities wherewith
they were to be vifited. And the waters Jhall over-

flow the hiding-place. The mighty armies, of which
the prophet fpeaks, in figurative language, were, like

a flood, to come fuddenly into the land of lfrael, to

reach far beyond expectation, and, with irrefiftible

force, to overflow and fpread defolation into every

place. Even the hiding-places, from which many

*
.

* Amos vii. 7, 8.

might
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might promife themfelves fecurity, were not to ex-

empt them from the general ruin. Men are mod
apt to fall, when they imagine that they Hand upon
an even place ; and wicked people are often in the

moft imminent danger, when they fuppofe they are in

the greateft fafety.
c A deceived heart (faith Ifaiah)

* hath turned them afide, that they cannot deliver
4 their foul, nor fay, Is there not a lie in our right-

* hand * ? Take heed therefore, brethren, led: there
* be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in de-
6 parting from the living God. But exhort one ano-
c ther daily, while it is called To-day ; left any of
* you be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of
* finf.' This prediction was completely verified

by the Romans, who, like a dorm of hail, fwept away
the refuges of lies, wherein this people had taken

fhelter ; and who, like waters, overflowed their land,

and executed upon them the righteous judgments
which our prophet foretold.

1 8 If And your covenant with death fhall be
difannulled, and your agreement with hell fhall

not ftand ; when the overflowing fcourge fhall

pafs through, then ye fhall be trodden down by
it.

This and the following verfe, fugged the reafons

why the above predicted divine judgments were to be

executed, and reprefent the alarming confequences

wherewith they were to be attended. The agree-

ment that they had made with death and hell, by
which, I have fuppofed, were fignified the Roman
empire, from whence they expected defence and
fafety, being broken and difiblved, they were to be

expofed to the power and vengeance of that great

people. Deprived of that affiftance from Heaven,
which, by their enormous tranfgreffions, they had

* Ifaiah xliv. 20. f Heb. ili. 12, 13.

forfeited.
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forfeited, they were utterly unable to refift the forces

brought againft them by that powerful empire, who
trampled upon them, and afterward totally deftroyed

them. In this fentence, our prophet blends together

three metaphors, which are all exceedingly Ratable

to the fubjeft. The hoftile army, which was to be
employed in punifhing the Jews, he reprefents as a

fcourge ; then as waters, that were to overflow the

land ; and laftly, as an incenfed hero, who, having

conquered, was to tread them under foot, and to treat

them with the greateft contempt. Though men
may form powerful alliances, from which they may
promife themfelves many advantages, yet their expec-

tations may be miferably difappointed. The Lord
bringeth to nought the counfel of the Heathen, and
inaketh the devices of the people of none effect. It is

the glorious prerogative of the Almighty, to fruftrate

the wicked defigns which are formed in oppoiition to

his purpofes. He baffled the foolifh attempts of Pha-

raoh, king of Egypt, to retain in bondage the children

of Ifrael : he confounded the dangerous device of

Haman, the Agagite, which had for its object, the

deftruction of the Jews : he defeated the machina-

tions of Herod, and the Pharifees, againft Jefus

Chrift : and he broke the covenant that the fcornful

rulers of Judah, who made light of the foundation

which he laid in Zion, had entered into with the

Romans.

19 From the time that it goeth forth it mail

take you : for morning by morning (hall it pafs

over, by day and by night ; and it fhall be a

vexation only to underfland the report.

Thefe words delineate fome circumftances accom-

panying the predicted calamities, and the great diftrefs

to which they were to give rife. The overflowing

fcourge, mentioned in the preceding verfe, is here

fpoken of, as going forth to punifh fcornful tranf-

grelfors.
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greffors. From the time wherein the Romans com-
menced hoftilities againft the Jews, who broke cove-

nant with them, they were to go forth againft thefe

objects of their vengeance ; and to lay fuch fad hold

upon them, that they could not efcape. For morn-

ing by morning Jhall it pafs over. Their enemies, in-

tent upon fpreading devaftation over the whole land,

were to be employed for this purpofe, with unwearied

diligence, until they laid walle all the country of

Paleftine. Divine judgments were not to make any
unnecefTary delay, but to make progrefs by day and
night. And it Jhall be a vexation^ &c. Some evils

are of fuch vaft magnitude, that the very report of

them creates continual vexation : the rumour that

reaches the ear, penetrates to the heart, and gives it

much uneafinefs. So alarming and terrible were the

calamities that befel the Jewifh people, that their

minds could not fail to be diftrefled with perplexing

fears, and overwhelming forrows. Thofe who are

(lout-hearted in times of profperity, when they appre-

hend no immediate danger, are often mod timid and
frighted at the approach of divine judgments coming
upon the earth. If the report produced fuch effe&s,

in what a deplorable condition would they find them-
felves, when inevitable deftruction feized upon them,
and they could not efcape? The words may be thus

rendered :
' For only vexation will caufe you to un-

* derftand doctrine.' This translation fuggefts a good
interpretation of this paffage, which may be thus ex-

plained. Ye who would not attend to the precepts

and predictions of Jehovah, which he gave you by his

fervants, (hall be brought, by other means than thofe

which have hitherto been employed, to underftand

their truth and importance. Vexation and anguifli

(hall render you better acquainted with them, than

you have been in profperous days. Thofe who will

not learn inftru&ion by gentle, may expect to be
taught by fevere methods. Take heed then left, by
obliinacy and perverfity, you provoke God to teach

you,
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you, as he did the. people of Judah, by corrections

and vexations. »

20 For the bed is fhorter than that a man can
ftretch himfelf on it ; and the covering narrower
than that he can wrap himfelf in it.

Thefe words are fubjoined as an argument, to

evince the truth of what is above afTerted, that thofe

who refort to refuges of lies, fhall certainly feel difap-

pointment and vexation. They contain a prover-

bial faying, the meaning of which feems to be, that

all the means of obtaining prote&ion and fafety, be-

fide thofe which God hath provided, fhall prove in-

fufficient to fecure from impending evils. The Jewifh

beds were only mattrefTes, laid on the floor ; and the

cover was a fheet, or carpet, laid over it, in which
the perfon wrapped himfelf. In this adage, there is

an allufion to the condition of one who, being weary
and inclined to reft, goes to bed, that he may get re-

frefhing repofe. Having betaken himfelf to a bed
that is too fhort for him, and having got a covering

that is too narrow to wrap himfelf in, he is difap-

pointed of the comfortable reft that he expected to

enjoy ; and, inftead of getting agreeable warmth and
refrefhment, he becomes cold, reftlefs, and uneafy.

This painful ftate reprefents, the diftreffed difappoint-

ed condition of thofe who hide themfelves under falfe-

hood and refuges of lies, in order to obtain either

temporal or fpiritual deliverance. The truth of this

aphorifm, thus explained, was exemplified in the

Jews, who reforted to other expedients for fafety

than divine wifdom had ordained, and found all their

expectations fruft/ated. In confequence of this foolifh

conduct, they were filled with (name and anguifh

;

and expofed to that deftrucfcion, in which they perifh-

ed by the hands of the Romans, with whom they

were formerly in league, and on whom they repofed

their confidence. The above illuftratipn of this

proverbial



Ver. 11. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 569

proverbial faying, points out another application of

it to thofe who, though Jews outwardly, or Chriftians

nominally, yet feek for fpiritual relief and falvation

from other quarters than from him, concerning whom
it is affirmed, * That there is none other name under
* heaven given among men whereby we can be faved*.'

Apply it then to every thing, befides his mediation

and Spirit, in which you are apt to place your hopes,

from which you expect relief and comfort in the

time of affliction, and in the day of the revelation of

the righteous judgment of God. Your natural en-

dowments, however great, can afford neither reft to

your fouls, nor defence in the day of wrath. Your
worldly enjoyments, however extenfive, cannot yield

fupport and confolation, in the feafon of danger and
divine difpleafure. Your external privileges, however
valuable, cannot give you tranquillity and fafety, in

the time of impending defolation and ruin. Your
religious attainments, however eminent, cannot fecure

you from the punifhment of your tranfgreflions, or

prove a fufficient foundation whereon to build your

hopes of eternal falvation. If you expect redemption,

and reft to your fouls, from any of thefe things, how-
ever excellent in themfelves, and not from Jefus

Chrift, who is the only hope fet before us, I fee not

how you can claim the character of Chriftians ; who
count ail things lofs, that they may win him, and be

found in him.

21 For the Lord fliall rife up as in mount
Perazim, he fhall be wroth as in the valley of

Gibeon, that he may do his work, his itrange

work ; and bring to pafs his act:, his ftrange act.

In this verfe, our prophet iiluftrates, confirms, and
concludes the predictions, that refpect the awful judg-

ments which God was about to inflict upon the pro-

* A&s iv. 12.

Vol. II. 4_G fane



570 LECTURES on the Chap. XXVIlL

fane and hypocritical people of the Jews. He ex-

plains and amplifies the fubjecl: by two comparifons,

both which are intended to fhew the greatnefs of the

calamities that were to befal them. For the Lord
Jfoall rife up as in mount Perazim. In this expreflion,

there feems to be a manifeft allufion to the conduct:

of fome great perfonage, who, ineenfed againft thofe

who have highly provoked him, is determined no
longer to conceal his difpleafure, but to execute righ-

teous vengeance upon thofe who have excited his re-

fentment. For this purpofe, he arifes to exert his

power in punifhing their crimes. In like manner,
the Lord was to rife up as orte prepared for action,

that he might employ his power, in recompenfing the

atrocious wiekednenes that had been committed by
thofe whom he had taken for his people. At the

time to which this prophecy refers, Jehovah was to

appear, as he did of old on mount Perazim. The re-

markable event alluded to, is recorded, 2 Sam. v. 19.

and following verfes, where it is thus written : * And
* the Lord faid unto David, Go up to the Philiftines

;

c for I will doubtlefs deliver them into thine hand.
c And David came to Baal-perazim, and David fmote
* them there, and faid, The Lord hath broken forth
c upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of wa-
c

ters. Therefore he called the name of that place
' Baal-perazim,' &c. From the hiftory, it plainly

appears, that, on this memorable occafion, God was
pleafed to interpofe in an extraordinary manner ; and,

by fome remarkable judgment, to overthrow the Phi-

liftines, who came forth to fight againft David, king
of Ifraei. The other fimilitude, by which this pro-

phecy is iliuflrated, is taken from the wonderful de-

feat of the kings of Canaan, that met together to fight

againft Ifraei ; the circumftances of which are men-
tioned by Jofhua, chap. x. 8. et feq. where we read,
* That God delivered them into the hand of Jofhua:
* that a man of them was not able to ftand before

i him : and that the Lord call down great hail-ftones
1 from
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* from heaven upon them, and they died,' £sV. So
very great was to be the flaughter and defolation here

foretold, that it mould refemble either, or both of thefe

memorable interpofitions of Jehovah, for the deftruc-

tion of his people's enemies. Indeed, the execu-

tion of this threatening, by the Romans, upon the

Jews, fully correfponded with this prediction : for

after, like the Canaanites of old, they had oppofed

the execution of the divine purpofe ; after they rofe

up in hoftility againfl Jefus Chrift, and would not

fubmit to David's Son and Lord, that he might rule

over them ; they were confumed by divine vengeance,

as the Romans thernfelves faw, and acknowledged.

That he may do his work, his ftrange work^ &c. I

fuppofe, that the fame difpenfations of providence

are intended by the work, and the act of Jehovah.

That work, or act, is called ftrange, which is rec-

koned uncommon, furprifing, and that cannot be

eafily accounted for. When the people faw the man
afflicted by the palfy, cured by a word from our Sa-

viour, and walking home, carrying his couch, they

glorified God, faying, We have feen ftrange thing*

to day. The ftrange work, or act of God, whereof
our prophet fpeaks, can be no other, than the awful

defolating judgments which he was to execute upon
thofe who profefled to be connected with him as his

people. This is emphatically called, his ftrange work,
as it is not agreeable to his gracious nature and incli-

nation, and forms a contraft to the ordinary courfe

of his difpenfations ; who doth not willingly afflict or

grieve the children of men \ who hath no pleafure in

the death of finners, and doth not delight in tramp-

ting under foot the prifoners of the earth. The judg-

ments which the Almighty inflicts, are, as it were,

extorted from his beneficent hand. He delights in

exercifing loving-kindnefs, righteoufnefs, and tender

mercy in the earth : often doth he fhew mercy, but

feldom doth he execute dreadful judgments.——The
people, againft whom this threatening was directed,

had?
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had, for a long period, enjoyed innumerable favours

from Heaven ; and judgment, comparatively fpeak-

ing, was to them a ftrange aft. Indeed, God often

feverely corrected them for their fins ^ but now, as

Mofes anciently foretold, c The Lord was to make
' their plagues wonderful*,' beyond what had been
feen or heard in times paft. The greater part of the

nation was to be rejected of God. That highly fa-

voured people, in whofe behalf the Moft High had
given many fignal difplays of his power and provi-

dence, were to be cafl off: that temple, in which it

was believed he had his peculiar refidence, was to be

deftroyed : that flate, which he himfelf had formed
and preferved, was to be entirely overturned : that

people, whofe battles he had often fought, he was
himfelf to oppofe, and extirpate from their own land.

This was indeed a ftrange work :
c The kings of the

c earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, would
' not have believed, that the adverfary and the enemy
* lhould have entered into the gates of Jerufalem j-*'—

Thofe who diftingujm themfelves by the abufe and
contempt of the privileges which they enjoy, have juft

caufe to fear, that God will vifit them with the moft

terrible calamities. The fins of the Jews were greatly

multiplied, and aggravated beyond thofe of other na-

tions ; and, therefore, the Lord inflicted upon them
ftrange and extraordinary punifhments. Our fins*

who are favoured with the gofpel, are ftill more hei-

nous than theirs, in as much as we reject; and abufe

{till greater mercy, love, and grace, than they en-

joyed. We ought therefore to remember, that, un-

lefs we repent, and return to the Lord from our evil

ways, our punifhment may be greater, and more
ftrange, than that which they fuffered. What a

powerful motive doth this confideration fuggeft, to

engage us to abandon our tranfgreflions, and every

* Deut. *xviii. 59, 60, 61. f Lam. iv. 12.

. f
refuge*
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tefuge of lies ; and to build all our hopes on the fure

foundation that God hath laid in Zion

!

22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, left

your bands be made flrong : for I have heard

from the Lord God of holts a confumption,

even determined upon the whole earth.

This part of our prophet's difcourfe is here con-

cluded, by a practical inference, containing a falutary

advice, in which he admonilhes all who hear his

voice, to avoid a very wicked and dangerous prac-

tice.— Since the Almighty hath, in this explicit

manner, declared, that he will execute righteous

vengeance upon profane fcoffers, beware of deriding

the fcriptures, the fervants, the ordinances, the pro-

vidences of God, or of turning things facred into ri-

dicule. Avoid every approach to this abominable

practice, which muft be odious to every perfon of

good fenfe ; which will incur the cenfure of the godly,

and expofe to the wrath of the Almighty. It is no
fmall degree of impiety, to call in queftion the vera-

city of God, and to difobey his authority ; but to de-

ride his truths, to mock his meffengers, and to laugh

at his laws, is wickednefs in the extreme. There are

three degrees, by which men advance to this enor-

mous height of profanenefs. They begin, by walking

in the counfel of the ungodly ; they next proceed, to

ftand in the way of finners ; after which, they afcend

to the higheft degree of profanity, and take the feat

of the fcorner. Would you avoid, as you ought, this

laft ftep, in an irreligious courfe? cautioufly mun
making the lead advances toward this dangerous ex-

treme. Left your bands be made Jlrong. Among
other things that God doth to thofe who are guilty

of atrocious crimes, he binds and holds them fafl by
his righteous judgments, fo that, unlefs their bands
be loofed, they cannot poflibly efcape. The bands

whereby they are bound, are the cords of iniquity,

the
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the fetters of affliction, and the chains of darknefs, ia

which prefumptuous fcornful tranfgreffors are often

referved to the judgment of the great day *. The
exprefllon intimates, the flavifh miferable condition

in which mockers of divine things are detained
j

that by perfifting in this wickednefs, both their fin

and mifery is increafed, fo that their bands receive

additional ftrength, and their ftate becomes more

confirmed. Be not then mockers, left your bands

be made ftrong; and confequently, your falvatioa

become more improbable, and more difficulty

For I have heardfrom the Lord God of hofts a con^

fumption, even determined upon the ivhole earth. The
fame fentiment occurred, chap, x. 23. where it is

thus written : ' For the Lord God of hofts (hall make
6 a confumption, even determined in the midft of all

* the land,' After what was there faid to illuftrate

the fubjecl, I fhall not ftay to refume or enlarge at

prefent. Thofe to whom this prophecy was primarily

addrefled, confidering Ifaiah as a man of like paflions

with themfelves, might be apt to think, that his pre-

dictions were of little or no confequence, and there-

fore might defpife both him and them. To prevent

this dangerous miftake, they are plainly, informed y

that the judgments he denounced, were intimated to

him by the Lord God of hofts, and actually deter-,

mined by his irrevocable decree. He revealed to;

Ifaiah, that he might make known to them* the ter-

rible confumption ; the extenfive defolation which he

had purpofed to bring upon the whole earth. The
earth, I fuppofe, mull be underftood here, as in fome

other places of fcripture, in its reftricted fenfe, as fig-

nifying the land of Canaan. This determined con-

fumption was to be inflicted by means of God's aw-

ful judgments, the fword, the famine, and the pefti-

lence, which were to devour the inhabitants of Judea.

This prophecy received its full accomplifhment, when

* 2 Peter u. 4.

the
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the Jewifh ftate, city, and temple, were overthrown

by the Romans. The delegations which God
fends upon kingdoms and cities, are fometimes very

terrible: and therefore, in the prophetic fcriptures,

they are reprefented as the noife of a great army ; as

the roaring of the fea, in a ilorm ; as a mighty earth-

quake, that fhakes every thing to its foundation : they

are compared to a ftrong tempeft, that drives all be-

fore it ; to the overflowing of waters, that deluges the

country wherever they reach ; to the great hail, that

fpreads univerfal defolation where it falls. No won-
der that even a renowned warrior, who feared neither

lion nor giant, mould have acknowledged, that he
was afraid of God's righteous judgments. Let us

reverence the majefty and providence of Jehovah,
ftand in awe, and fin not.

23 1f Give ye ear, and hear my voice ; hear-

ken, and hear my fpeech.

The prophet concludes this part of his difcourfe,

with an elegant parable or allegory, in which he
employs a variety of images, all taken from agri-

culture and threfhing, to explain and defend God's
method of dealing with his people. This imagery
is admirably fuited to illuftrate the fubjecl:, to which
it is here confecrated. /The introduction is fo-

lemn and interefting : Give ye ear, and hear my voice,

&c. The prophet repeatedly demands the clofeft at-

tention, from perfons of every defcription, to what
he was about to deliver. Young and old, rich and
poor, whatfoever be your character and condition,

hearken with diligence and reverence, with eariied-

nefs and folicitude. Your ears were given you, not

merely for ornament, but for tife ; not only that you
might derive entertainment from converfation, but

that, by their means, you may receive fpiritual im-

provement and edification. Employ then, the noble

faculty of hearing, in attending to the voice of God,
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by Ifaiah. Hearken^ and hear my fpeech. Would
you obey this fummons ? you mud be attentive, not

only with your bodily ears, but you ought ferioully

to apply your minds to what is faid ; and fo hearken

to his Fpeech, as to receive, underftand, believe, and
obey it. Endeavour to feel, then to yield to the

force of truth ; and to ad under a powerful convic-

tion of its excellence and importance. There were

many of old, who heard the difcourfes of the pro-

phets, who neither underftood, believed, nor obey-

ed them, as is abundantly evident from feveral paf-

fages of fcripture. ' Hear, O my people (faid God,
* by his fervant David), and I will teftify to thee *.'

What were the confequences, we are informed,

ver. 1 1 .
c My people would not hearken to my voice

:

?

they rejected his call, and refufed to comply with his

requifition. Let us learn wifdom from their folly,

and obedience from their obftinacy. The words of

God, by our prophet, are like fine gold, the fmallefl

particles of which are valuable, and carefully preferv-

ed. All of them are truly precious, and the lead

portion ought not to be neglected or loft. One tittle

mould in no wife be fuffered to pafs unnoticed ; and

the whole ought to be carefully collected into the re-

pofitory of our hearts, that we may not offend againft

God. There are, however, fome truths, which have

a fignature of peculiar excellence (tamped upon them,

that demand our fpecial regard ; and among thefe,

are the following, to which this admonition is prefix-

ed. Give ear then diligently, ponder his fpeech,

receive his words, and hide his commandments with

thee, fo that thou incline thine ear unto wifdom, and

apply thine heart to underftanding. This is your trued

wifdom, your indifpenfable duty, and higheil intereft.

24 Doth the ploughman plough all day to

fow ? doth he open and break the clods of his

ground ?

* Pfal. lxxxi. 8.

In
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- In this and the following verfes, to the end of the

chapter, is contained the inftructive parable, to which

we are called to give diligent heed. It is an elegant

and beautiful compofition, fimple, regular, and com-
plete in its form and colouring, delivered in figura-

tive ftyle, which, under the literal fenfe of the words,

conceals another and more important meaning. The
imagery is taken from familiar objects, in one of the

mofl ufeful occupations of human life, the labour in

the held and the barn, which were generally known
among the Jews, and are well underflood by many
among you. To perceive the defign, and full import

of this allegory, it is neceflary to confider the literal

meaning of the words ; which I, therefore, proceed to

inveftigate. Doth the ploughman plough all day , &c. ?

The hufbandman, or the perfon whom he employs,

regularly proceeds to perform the various parts of

agricultural work. The firft, and one principal part

of his bufinefs, is, with fkill and affiduity, to till the

ground, and to prepare it for receiving the feed he

intends to cad into it in due feafon. By this necef-

fary laborious operation, in which he is conftantly oc-

cupied for great part of the day, he turns up the

ground, he cuts the roots of the weeds that may have

fpread through the foil, and regularly lays one furrow

clofe to another, until he hath got over the whole

field, and made it ready, againft a favourable oppor-

tunity offer, for farther cultivation and improvement.

If, after this work is finifhed, the ground remains

hard and untoward, and wears a rough appearance,

he then proceeds to break the clods with fome of the

implements of hufbandry, and to bring upon it a fine

mould and fmooth furface. Our prophet ftates this,

matter in a queftionary form, intimating, that the an-

fwer to this inquiry is generally known ; and that

every perfon, acquainted with agriculture, agrees,

that this is the firft thing requifite to be done to the

land that is in an improved ftate.

Vol. II. 4 D 25 When
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25 When he hath made plain the face there-

of, doth he not caft abroad the fitches, and feat-

ter the cummin, and caft in the principal wheat,

and the appointed barley, and the rye in their

place ?

After the hufbandman, with much pains, hath

ploughed the ground, and fmoothed its furface, his

next bufinefs is, to fow the feveral forts of grain,

which he judges bed fuited to the foil in its prefent

condition. Doth he not caft abroad the fitches ? a

kind of feed, pretty well known in this country ; and
frequently fown in Judea, as by the farmers among
us, for the ufe of cattle. -And fcatter the cummin ;

a fmall feed, much cultivated in Canaan, which the

inhabitants tithed along with mint and anife, as we
learn from the New Teftament. And caft in the

-principal wheats which of all forts of grain, is the

chief and mod valuable \ and made a considerable

part of the produce of the land of Ifrael.- And the

appointed barley', and the rye in their place ; or, as the

Hebrew words may be tranflated, the wheat in the

principal, and barley in the appointed place. The bed
and the moil: excellent grain is fown into the richeft

and bed cultivated grounds, which are mod adapted

to yield plentiful luxuriant crops ; whild thofe that

are lefs valuable, have their feveral places allotted

them, which the fkill and discretion of the hufband-

man point out as mod proper. This fuiting of the

feveral feeds to different foils and circumdances, is

the next thing in the procefs of well-managed agri-

culture, on which it is unnecelfary here to enlarge.

26 For his God doth inftrucT: him to difcre-

tion, and doth teach him.

The fentiment exprefied in thefe words, hath been

adopted by mod nations, who have attributed agri-

culture
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culture to the fuggeftions of the Deity. Every good
and perfect gift cometh down from the Father of

lights, with whom there is no variablenefs, or fhadow
of turning. It is God who hath taught men to dig

out of the bowels of the earth, iron, brafs, filver,

gold, and other metals, and to apply them to pur-

pofes ufeful to fociety. It is God who gives them
wifdom and underftanding, to work in gold and
purple, in fine linen and muflin, which gives employ-

ment to the poor, and proves ornamental to the rich.

It is 6od who teacheth their hands to war, and their

fingers to fight, againft thofe who would unjuftly hurt

or deftroy them. God giveth to men all that know-
ledge and difcretion whereby they manage their af-

fairs. He taught man at firft the art of ploughing

and fowing the ground ; and (till he vouchfafes to

inftrud the hufbandman, how and when to perform

thefe neceffary operations with the greateft advantage

and fuccefs. Do you afk, How doth God inftruft

him to difcretion in this bufinefs .? I anfwer, He con-

fers upon him the noble faculties of reafon and un-

derflanding, to difcern the nature of things, and
thence to deduce ufeful conclusions ; to difcover the

mod proper feafons and methods of performing the

feveral parts of his work, fo as to accomplifh the end
he hath in view. He furnifhes him with wifdom and
prudence, to order his affairs, to adjuil and manage
whatfoever relates to his bufmefs, fo that every thing

may be done in its proper time and place. Ke forms

him with a capacity to attend to every circumflance

conducive to his benefit, and to convert them into

means of improvement in this ufeful fcience. He en-

dows him with a propenfity to inquire into caufes and
effe&s, which contribute to increafe his knowledge,

and to aflift him in performing aright the feveral ope-

rations belonging to good hufbandry. To all which 3

I add, that God giveth him a teachable difpofition

:

he inclines him to receive inftru&ioU, to profit by the

experience
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experience of others, and bleueth to him thefe means
of meliorating his condition.

To the Lord God, then, you hufbandmen are in-

debted for all the fkill by which you manage your

farms, and for all the fuccefs with which your labours

have been crowned. Surely you ought not to be in-

fenfible of your manifold obligations to God, and un-

grateful for fuch a profufion of kindnefs as you have

received from Heaven. Had I, had any perfon taught

you fome valuable improvement in agriculture, you

would certainly have confidered yourfelves thereby

laid under peculiar obligations to the man who com-
municated to you the ufeful difcovery. What duti-

ful returns of thankfgiving and obedience do you

then owe to Almighty God, who is not only the

Proprietor of the grounds that you poffefs, and the

houfes wherein you dwell (for the earth is the Lord's,

and the fulnefs thereof), but who gives you rain from

heaven, and fruitful feafons ; who teaches you difcre-

tion to guide your affairs, affords you (Irength for

your work, and his blefiing upon your fields! The
landlord, of whom you hold your farms, expects you
to pay him the ftipulated rent at the term agreed

upon, and you are defirous punctually to fulfil your

engagements. Be equally attentive to difcharge the

ftill flronger obligations you are under to the great

Lord of all. Shall the blefled God, to whom you are

infinitely more indebted than to the whole world, be

overlooked and neglected ? Shall he have no revenue

of praife, and honour, and glory, given to him, for

all the good things that you enjoy ? Will you pre-

fume to cultivate his lands, by the difcretion he hath

taught you, and the ftrength he hath given you, and
yet decline to worfhip him in your families, to give

him the feventh part of your time, to receive the in-

flru&ion of wifdom, juflice, judgment, and equity,

and to give of your fubftance to the poor, which he

condefcends to regard as lent to himfelf ? ' 1 befeech
* you, by the mercies of God, that you prefent your

' bodies
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* bodies a living facrifice, holy and acceptable unto
1 God, which is your reasonable fervice V

27 For the fitches, are not threfhed with a
threfhing-inftrument, neither is a cart-wheel

turned about upon the cummin ; but the fitches

are beaten out with a ftaff, and. the cummin
with a rod,.

The difcretion- which God is pleafed to teach the

hufbandman, not only directs him in tilling and low-

ing his grounds, but alfo in managing his corns, after

they are cut down j and particularly, in threfhing

them, fo as, in the bed manner, to feparate the

grain from the chaff and the draw. Notwithftand-

ing threfhing does not feem to be a very inge-

nious contrivance, yet divine inftruction is requifite

to teach the bed way of doing this work, and what
are the moft proper instruments to ufe in performing

it. Four methods of threfhing, by different inflru-

ments, fuited to the nature and condition of the corns

to which they are applied, are here mentioned, all of

which were anciently ufed. There was the ftaff, rod,

or flail, wherewith the fitches, the cummin, and other

fmall grain, were beat out, that were too tender to

be treated by other methods. With this fimple in-

flrument, it is probable, that Ruth beat out the bar-

ley which flie had gleaned f. There was a fort of

drag, or frame, made of ftrong heavy planks, fhod

with iron, that was drawn by horfes, or oxen, over

the fheaves, after they were fpread upon the threfhing-

floor. To this practice, Mofes feems to have refer-

red, in the flatute, which requires, that ' the ox (hall
c not be muzzled that treadeth out the corn

J.'
There

was a threfhing-inftrument, having rollers armed with

iron-teeth, or wheels, probably fomewhat of a fimilar

conftru&ion with thofe ufed among us. Of this kind,

* Rom. xii. I.
<f See Ruth ii. 17. % Deut. xxv. 4.

our
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our prophet fpeaks :
c Behold, I will make thee

a new fharp threming-inftrument, having teeth V
There was alfo a little cart^ or fledge, moved by
cattle, that had Hkewife wheels, and edges like a law,

by means of which the corn was Separated from the

ftraw, which it cut to pieces, for fodder to the cattle.

Now, our prophet affirms, that God teacheth the

hufbandman what iiiftrument to ufe, in order to,

threfh out, to moil advantage, the feveral forts of

grain. He does not therefore beat out his fitches

with a large threfbing-inftrument, but with a ftafF, or

flail. He does not turn round a cart-wheel upon the

cummin, which might hurt, if not deftroy it, but

beats it out with a rod. The wheat, the barley, and

the rye, which are large, ftrong, and weighty, he

threfhes out with the threming-inftrument, with the

wheel of his cart, or by bringing the drag over thenu

28 Bread-ftf/Tz is bruifed : becaufe he will not;

ever be threfhing it, nor break it with the wheel

of his cart, nor bruife it with his horfemen.

The inftruction that God giveth to the huftand--

man, teaches him to conduct with prudence and fa-

gacity, every thing relative to the threfhing out of his

corns, and preparing them for being made into bread.

This, if I miftake not, is the import of this verfe, on

which, after what hath been already faid, it is unne-

ceffary to expatiate. As it would be a wearHome and

endlefs work to be ever breaking and bruifing the

corn that is to be made into bread, by the fame in-

struments whereby it is threfhed, it is bruifed and

grinded into meal or flour, at the mill that is ere&ed

for this very purpofe. By this procefs, it is made

ready for the ufe of man, and yields good returns to

the induftrious fkilful farmer.

* Ifaiah xli. 15.

29 This
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29 This alfo cometh forth from the Lord
of hofts, which is wonderful in counfel, and
excellent in working.

All the good management of the hufbandman
in his agricultural affairs, beautifully reprefented in

the preceding verfes, is the effect of divine inftruc-

tion : it proceeds from the Lord of hofts, who, by
his wife providence, hath eftablifhed the connection

&nd order of all things in heaven and in earth. It

cometh from him who hath endowed man with rea-

fon and prudence, whereby he is enabled to conduct

his affairs in fuch a manner, as tends to promote
both the welfare of individuals, and of fociety at

large. Wifdom, profitable to direct, is his rich do-

nation, who is wonderful in counfel, and worthy to be

adored, on account of all the wife purpofes that he
hath formed and executed—who is alfo excellent in

working; fupremely glorious in all his difpenfations

of providence, which, when contemplated aright, by
an enlightened mind, exhibit a jufl emblem of that

beautiful order which is manifeft in the adminiftra-

tion of the concerns of his church. Of this, an ad-

mirable fpecimen is given in the allegory we have

been considering. As the hufbandman, by the exer-

cife of reafon, recollection, and induftry, regularly

carries forward the feveral operations in agriculture,

according to their inftituted order, in their proper

feafon ; fo almighty God, in his infinite wifdom and
prudence, proceeds in dealing with his people : and
comparing the latter with the former, our admiration

of the depth of his counfels, and the magnificence

of his works, ought to be excited and increafed.

Let us now confider the fpiritual import, and chief

defign of this parable, of which we have heard the

literal meaning. Of this, the prophet himfelf fays no-

thing, leaving the whole matter to be inveftigated

from the argument of the preceding prophecy, the

analogy, connection, and nature of the fubjeel, of

which
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which he had been difcourfmg. Attentive meditation,

great caution and circumfpeclion, are necefifary, that

we do not injure the truth, or depart from the inten-

tion of the infpired writer. The peculiar defign

of the figurative and parabolic ftyle, is to exhibit fpi-

ritual objects in a clearer and more ftriking light, in

a fublimer and more forcible manner ; and, by adopt-

ing this mode of inftru&ion, our prophet, under the

conduct of the Holy Ghoft, adds a luftre to the moll

fublime, and a force to the mod important topic he

is now difcufling.

The fcope of this elegant allegorical difcourfe, is to

explain and defend God's method of dealing with his

people, to Ihew the equity and wifdom, and to point

out the end of his providential difpenfations toward

them, which is fo often miftaken by erring mortals.

In executing this defign, our prophet teaches, that

the reafons or grounds upon which divine providence

acts toward the church, are fimilar to thofe which
determine the prudent hufbandman in managing his

tillage. He employs, with much ikill and discretion,

various methods with his farm
;
ploughing, fmooth-

ing, and fowing his land with proper feeds ; reaping,

threfhing, and grinding^ the corn which it produces,

that it may be made into bread, in which the whole

procefs terminates. In like manner, God, the Fa-

ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Hufbandman
of his church, by the miniftry of his fervants, ploughs

and breaks up the fallow ground of mens hearts, and

prepares them, by different means, for receiving the

feed to be caft into them. He accurately obferves

times and feafons, the feveral conditions and capa-

cities of thofe whom he takes under his fpecial infpec-

tion, and accommodates his difpenfations to their cir-

cumftances. The land in tillage, is emblematical

of the church of God, to which Jehovah extends his

diftinguifhing care, and which, by his providence

and fervants, he cultivates and improves ; and, there-

fore, they are faid to be God's hufbandry. The
ploughing
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ploughing, and breaking of the clods in the field, re-*

prefent thofe peculiar works of providence and grace,

whereby the Mod High meliorates and fan&irleS the

minds of his people, changes the condition of their

hearts, cuts up the roots of vicious difpofitions, fub-

dues their rough and corrupt paflions, fo that they

are reftored to found reafon, and the knowledge of
thernfelves. Of this fort, are, convictions of fin, and
divine judgments which give force to thefe convic-

tions, which break the obdurate hearts of finners, and
prepare them for bringing forth fruit unto God.
The prudence of the hufbandman, difplayed in fow-

ing various kinds of grain, in the feveral foils bed
adapted to them, fets forth, the infinite wifdom of Je-
hovah, in appointing the fervants whom he employs,
to fow the feed of his word ; to adminifler inftruc-

tion, reproof, exhortation, and comfort, in every

proper feafon, through the different diftri&s ill

which they labour, in a manner fuited to the con-

dition of thofe committed to their care. In order-

ing them to caft into fome places, the word of the

law, which concludeth all under fin, denounces awful
threatenings againft tranfgrertors, and points out the

paths of righteoufnefs, wherein men ought to walk ;

and into others, the word of the gofpel, which pub-
limes redemption from all iniquity, promifes life and
ialvation, and opens the joyful profpect of glory, ho-

nour, and in! mortality. The feveral inftruments

and modes of threihing, employed by the hufband-
man, exhibit the various fevere methods fuited to the

circumftances of his people, whereby God feparates

them from the draw and the chaff; the ungodly and
hypocritical with whom they are intermixed, the cor-

ruptions and vanities by which they are blinded.

Sometimes he threfhes them only with a rod or ftarT,

as at the Babyloniih captivity, when the Jewifh people

were delivered from idolatry. At other times, they

are bruifed and preiTed, by a threfhing inflrument

or wheel, as they were by the Romans j from whom
Vol, II. 4 E they
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they received a fevere threfhing, at the time of har-

veft, when the Lord purged his floor, gathered his

wheat into his garner, and confumed the chaff.

To conclude, if he that plougheth the ground, and
threfheth the corn, is indebted to the Lord of hofts,

who is wonderful in counfel, and excellent in work-
ing, for wifdom and difcretion to manage his affairs,

how much more need have we to be divinely taught

the fpiritual exercifes of breaking up the fallow

ground of our hearts, and of fowing in righteoufnefs,

that we may reap in mercy ? Deeply fenfible that we
need wifdom to conduct our fpiritual concerns, let us

betake ourfelves to earneft fupplication, which is the

inftituted mean of obtaining this ineftimable bleffing

from the Father of lights. For our encouragement,

let us be firmly perfuaded of this comfortable truth,

that God giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth

not. Solomon afked wifdom from God ; and he gave

him wifdom, and riches, and honour. Abraham
afked of him a fon ; and God gave him pofterity, in

number, as the ftars of heaven. The debtor, ofwhom
our Saviour fpeaks, requefted forbearance for a little ;-

and the matter generoufly forgave the whole debt.

The apoftle Paul befought the Lord, that the meffen-

ger of Satan might depart from him ; and he received

for anfwer, My grace is fufficient for thee, for my
ftrength is made perfect in weaknefs. c Afk then,
4 and it fhall be given you : feek, and ye fhall find :

* knock, and it fhall be opened unto you. For every
4 one that afketh, receiveth ; and he that feeketh,
6 findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it fhall be
' openedV

* Matth. vii. 7, 8.

PRELIMI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THIS chapter contains another fection of the fe-

cond difcourfe, recorded in the third part of

thefe prophecies. The infpired prophet, addrefling

himfelf chiefly to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, under

the myftical name of Ariel, foretels the great calami-

ties which, in procefs of time, were to be inflicted

upon that city ; and to commence with the expedi-

tion of Sennacherib, king of AfTyria, into Judea. He
labours to convince them of their infenfibility as to

divine difpenfations, and their ignorance of the true

doctrine of falvation, on account of which he denoun-

ces againft them the terrible judgments of the Al-

mighty. Notwithftanding, he declares, that the

church of God ihould not be left in a deltitute for-

lorn condition, the time being fail approaching, when
great revolutions were to be accomplished in the

world ; the difobedient Jewifh people being rejected,

the Gentiles, who had been hitherto involved in dark-

nefs, were to be illuminated by the knowledge of the

truth, and to manifefl themfelves to be the true fpi-

ritual children of Abraham. Thefe predictions are

interfperfed with fome important truths, and precious

promifes, intended for the confolation of the godly.

—

This portion ©f the difcourfe feems to have been prin-

cipally intended, to convince the Jews of their unac-

quaintednefs with the ways of God, their corruption

of divine truths, and their deteilable hypocrify, by
which, under the vail of external profeffion of reli-

gion, they covered the mod enormous crimes. The
prophet, therefore, brings forth to view, their grofs

impiety, which he fharply reproves ; and (hews them,

what would be the confequences of their fatal ftupi-

dity and corruption, which would inevitably expofe

them to temporal and fpiritual judgments. The
prophecy begins with denouncing the temporal cala-

mities
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mities which were to befal the inhabitants of Jerufa-

lem, on account of their hypocrify, pride, and other

fins, ver. i.—4. It proceeds to give an admirable,

defcription of the terrible overthrow of Sennacherib's

army, that befieged Jerufatem, and to (hew the

greatnefs and fuddennefs of that aftonifhing event,

ver. 5.—8. This is followed with predictions of the

various fpiritual judgments whereby the people of Ju-

dea were to be viiited, and the lamentable confe-

quences with which they were to be accompanied,

ver. 10.— 17. It concludes, with oblcurely foretelling

the call of the Gentiles, who, for a long period of

time, had been walking in darknefs, to the knowledge

and worfhip of the only true God, and the happy ef-

fects with which that great event was to be attended^

ver. 18—34.

CHAP. XXIX.

WO to Ariel, to Ariel the city where David;

dwelt ; add ye year to year ; let them

kill facrifices.

This prophecy commences with a general denun-

ciation of mifery and wo againft Jerufalem, here fpo-

ken of by the name of Ariel. From the whole pro-

phecy, it appears, that the metropolis of Judea was

intended by this defcription, though its meaning

feems obfeure and doubtful. Some have fuppofed,

that this name iignifies the Hon of God ; and that it

was applied to Jerufalem, to intimate the uncommon
flrength of that city, which, for a long period, had

withstood the afTaults of its many powerful enemies.

Some have been of opinion, that this defignation is

compounded of two words, which denore ihejire of

God; and that the capital of Judea was fo called*

from the hearth of the great altar of burnt-offerings,

whereon
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whereon the facrifices were confumed. Others have

conjectured, that the name is made up of two words,

fignifying the mountain of God ; and that it was given,

to Jerufalem, becaufe it was fituated upon mount Zion,

which God had chofen for his habitation. I pretend

not to determine which of thefe fuppofitions is bed
founded, and ought to be preferred. Each of them
feems plaufible and natural.-——-The following de-

fcription clearly determines the place of which our

prophet here fpeaks : The city where David dwelt.

Sacred hiflory informs us, ' That David, king of
' Ifrael, took the ftrong hold of Zion (the fortifica-

* tion erected by the Jebufites, on the fummit of that

' mountain) : the fame is the city of David *.' In this

place, that renowned warrior took up his refidence

;

for it is written, ' David dwelt in the caftle, therefore
4 they called it, The city of David f

.' Though this

fortrefs was undoubtedly the flrongefl: and bed de-

fended part of the city Jerufalem, eiteemed the mod
impregnable, and unlikely to fufTer from the aflaults

of enemies, yet againit this citadel, our prophet de-

nounces mifery, wo, and defolation.

Add ye year to year ; let them kill facrifices. The
import of thefe words is fhortly this : Ye profane and
hypocritical people, who foolifhly imagine, that, by
continuing to perform external rites, by celebrating

your folemn feitivals, and offering great numbers of

facrifices, ye can appeafe the divine difpleafure—go
on, from one year to another, as ye now do, in dis-

charging thefe outward acts of homage to God—but

know, that ye fhall never conciliate the favour of Je-

hovah by fuch formal fuperfkia! fervices ; that whilft

ye indulge in deteltable hypocrify, and remain defti-

tute of faith, and love to God, ye fhall not efcape

thefe threatened deferved calamities, which ihall ter-

minate in the overthrow of your date, city, and
temple. How abfurd to imagine, that God, who

* 2 Sam. v. 7, *f-
1 ChTpn. xi. 7.

is
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is a Spirit, could be pleafed with Sacrifices, on any

other account than as they were fymbolical of fome

holy facrifice, really propitiatory, and acceptable in

his fight ; and to think to pleafe God by an external,

without an internal fervice, or by any offering, with-

out fpecial reference to Jefus Chrift

!

2 Yet I will diftrefs Ariel, and there fhall be

heavinefs and forrpw ; and it fhall be unto me
as Ariel.

Notwithftanding of thefe outward expreffions of

refped, God declares, that he would diftrefs, or, as

the Hebrew word denotes, he would hem in Jerufa-

lem on every fide, fo that the city fliould be entirely

overpowered by its enemies ; and, by means of the

fword, famine, and peftilence, its inhabitants were

to be reduced to the greateft flraits, and to fuftain

the moil complicated affliction, And thereJhall be

heavinefs and forronv, which are the natural confe-

quences of great diftrefs. The terrible calamities to

-which they were to be expofed, the fevere reproaches

with which they were to be loaded, the extreme dif-

grace with which they were to be treated, and the

moving fpeftacles that were every where to be exhi-

bited, would all unite, to augment their vexation and

grief. The prophet Jeremiah, therefore, introduces

the citizens of Zion, deploring the miferies of their

condition, in thefe pathetic terms :
' He poured out

* his fury like fire. The Lord was as an enemy:
6 he hath fwallowed up Ifrael, he hath fwallowed up
* all her palaces : he hath deftroyed his ftrong holds,

6 and hath increafed in the daughter of Judah mourn-
6 ing and lamentation V And it jhall be unto me

as Ariel ; even as the hearth of the great altar of

burnt-offerings, whereupon the facrifices were con-

fumed. The ilaughter of the immenfe number of

* Lam. ii. 4, 5.

victims
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victims which were there offered unto God, afforded

a fymbolical reprefentation of the vaft multitudes of

wicked, hypocritical, and incorrigible Jews, who
were to be (lain in the city of David, by the hands of

their enemies, when the fire of divine wrath broke

out againft them. Then the human facrifices, which
were to be made from among them, by the fword of

their adverfaries, were, in number, to be like the

multitude of living creatures that had been flain, for

offerings to the Mod: High. This, I fuppofe, is the

import of the peculiar expreffion now before us

;

which fuggefts the ufeful reflection, that peopled

punifhment (hall be proportioned to the fins they

have committed.

3 And I will camp againft thee round about,

and will lay fiege againft thee with a mount,
and I will raife forts againft thee.

In this and the following verfe, the preceding pre-

diction is iliuftrated and explained. The prophet had
foretold, that Jerufalem was to be diftreffed, and en-

compaffed by enemies ; and now he more particularly

points out, the feverai fteps by which they would carry

on their hoftile operations. And I will camp againft

thee round about. The armies which God was to fend

againft that city, were firft to furround it, and to en-

camp againft it on every fide, that they might the

more effectually accomplifh the end they had in

view. It is next added, / will layfiege againft thee

with a mount. They were to raife ramparts, or bul-

warks, from whence they might annoy the fecure in-

habitants, who trufted to the ftrength of their

fortifications. And I will raife forts againft thee;

towers and fortreffes, by which they might be aflift-

ed in fuccefsfuliy affaulting the city, and attacking it

at once, from different quarters. All thefe operations,

notwithstanding they were to be carried into execu-

tion by the adverfaries of Jerufalem, God appropriates

to
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to himfelf. The AlTyrians and Romans, who were
to be the a&ive inftruments of performing this fervice,

are not fo much as mentioned. The whole work is

attributed to Jehovah, who, by claiming it as his

peculiar prerogative, inculcates the important truth,

which is every where implicitly or exprefsly affirmed

in fcripture, That all events, whether profperous or

adverfe, depend entirely upon God. Without him,
neither Chaldeans nor Romans could have effectuated

any thing. He forms the light, and creates dark-

nefs : he makes peace, and creates evil. I, the Lord
(faith he), do all thefe things. The various efforts .

made by the enemies of Jerufalem, were to be ac-

companied with fuccefs, as is plainly intimated in

verfe

4 And thou (halt be brought down, and (halt

fpeak out of the ground, and thy fpeech fhall be

low out of the duft, and thy voice fhall be as of

one that hath a familiar fpirit, out of the ground,

and thy fpeech fhall whifper out of the duft.

Thefe words fuffkiently intimate, that the inha-

bitants of Jerufalem were to be fo greatly diflreffed

by their enemies, that they would hide themfelves in

caves and fubterraneous places, and therefore they

might be faid to fpeak out of the ground. The ex-

preilion plainly alludes to the practice of wizards,

and of thofe who had familiar fpirits, that were ac-

cuflomed to deliver their anfwers to the deluded

people who confulted them, in a low hoarfe tone of

voice. In this manner, the diflreffed citizens of Je-

rufalem, reduced to the greatefl flraits, converfing

with each other, and fupplicating mercy from victo-

rious enemies, were to fpeak with a feeble and rough

voice. In the time of profperity, they were haughty

and infolent : ' They lifted up their horn on high,

* and fpake with a fliff neck*.' But as people's

* Pfal. Ixiy. 5.

voice
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voice often rifes and falls with their fpirits, ftrength,

and other circumftances, fo the ftrength of the inha-

bitants of Jerufalem being exhaufted, and their minds
enfeebled, they were to fpeak, not with vigour and
elevation of voice, but in the weak and pitiful man-
ner which is largely defcribed in the words before us.

The prophecy contained in this and the three preced-

ing verfes, was in fome meafure fulfilled, not long af-

ter its delivery, by Sennacherib, king of AfTyria, who
laid fiege to Jerufalem. Though the prophet doubt-

lefs had fome refpect to that event, yet it is certain,

from the hiftory he has given of it, that he looked
beyond that period, to another and more dreadful ca-

lamity. The Affyrian forces under Sennacherib, not-

withstanding they inverted that city, do not appear to

have furrounded it on every fide, to have caft a trench

about it, nor to have built towers, from whence they

might annoy the inhabitants. The fiege of the city

by the Chaldeans, though not attended with all the

circumftances here mentioned, more fully accom-
plifhed thefe predictions ; whilft the aflault and con-

queft of the city by the Romans, fulfilled them in

every article, as might be fhewn from the hiftory of

Jofephus, who relates the exacl: completion of the

prophecy. Thofe who wifti to compare it with the

correfponding events to which it alluded, may con-

fult Jofephus' Hiftory of the Wars of the Jews,
book vii. chap. xvi. xvii. and xx. That hiftorian

particularly mentions, that Titus built a wall about
the city Jerufalem, of thirty-nine furlongs in length,

with thirteen forts in it ; by means of which, the

people were pent up in the city, famifhed, and re-

duced to inexpreflible diftrefs. This dreadful cala-

mity, the total overthrow of the city and temple, that

belonged to thofe who, for a long period, were ho-

noured with the character of the people of God, mud
be attributed, as the fcriptures affirm, to their fins

againft the holy One of Ifrael. The prophet Jeremiah
exprefsly declares, that the calamities which befel them,

Vol. II. 4 F were
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were infli&ed, * becaufe their land was filled with fm
6 againfl the holy One of IfraelV And the apoflle

Paul clearly ftates the matter in the following words

:

* Becaufe they killed the Lord Jefus, and their own
c prophets, and perfecuted the apoftles, therefore

f the wrath of God came upon them to the utter-

c mod f.'
This information conveys to us a lef-

fon, which we oughf never to forget ; namely, that

after God hath for a long time admonifhed people of

their fin and danger, and invited them to throw down
the weapons of their rebellion, and to be at peace

with him, if they ftill perfift in their trefpaffes, he

will execute upon them his awful righteous ven-

geance. Diligently attend to this important truth,

and live under its practical influence*

5 Moreover, the multitude of thy ftrangers

ihall be like fmall dull, and the multitude of the

terrible onesjlja/l be as chafTthat paiTeth away
;

yea, it mall be at an inftant fuddenly.

This and the fixth verfe, contains an admirable de-

fcription of the deflruclion of Sennacherib's army, that

befieged Jerufalem. It is adorned by a variety of beau-

tiful images, intended to (hew the greatnefs and fud-

dennefs of that dreadful event, and the means whereby

it was to be effected. The vaft multitude, and the very

fudden overthrow of the Affyrians, who are denomi-

nated ftrangers, and terrible ones, is illuftrated by two
fimilitudes. Firft, They were, in numbers, to be as

the fmall dud. The duft of the earth, and the fand of

the fea, are employed in fcripture, to denote great

numbers of people. The promife that God gave to

Abraham, of a numerous pofterity, was expreffed in

thefe words :
* I will multiply thy feed as the, duft of

4 the earth
J.'

Concerning that great people, Balaajn

thus fpake :
' Who can count the dull of Jacob, and

* Jer. li. 5. f 1 Theff. ii. 15, 16. % Gen. xiii. 16.

< the
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4 the number of the fourth part of Ifrael * ?' And in

this verfe, it is foretold, that the multitude of their

itrangers (hall be like the fmaii dud, which cannot

be numbered. Secondly, Thefe terrible ones are

compared to the chaff that paffeth away before the

wind, no perfon knows where, and which cannot be
again gathered together. All human power, however
great and collected, is as unable to refift the judg-

ments of God, as the chaff is to oppofe the tempeft.

Wicked men may flatter themfelves with the thoughts

of their importance and ftrength; but the truth is,

however terrible they may appear, they fhall flee away
as the chaff driven by the wind. tea, itjhallbe at

an inftant fuddenly. The event of which the prophet

fpeaks, is, I fuppofe, the overthrow of Sennacherib's

army, which invefled Jerufalem. This deftruction,

he foretels, was to be at an inftant fuddenly, without

any previous intimation : it was to be executed with

violence, all at once, and not to be a work of any

continuance. In this hafty and unexpected manner,
the flrft-born in all the land of Egypt were flain 5 and
the multitude of the Aflyrian army was cut off by the

angel of the Lord, who, in one night, flew 185,000
of them.

6 Thou fhalt be viilted of the Lord of hofts

with thunder, and with earthquake, and great

noife, with ftorrn and tempeft, and the flame of

devouring fire.

The prophet proceeds, in this verfe, to declare in

what manner the predicted awful judgment was to be

executed. The vifitation of the . Lord of hofts,

here threatened, is unqueftionably a vifitation in righ-

teoufnefs and wrath, that he might punifh the Affy-

rians for their pride, their daring prefumption, and
other iniquities. It was to be accompanied with

* Numb, xxiii. ro.

thunder,
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thunder, the dreadful voice of God's excellency,

whereby he would manifeft his majefty, power, and
prefence, and excite in men profound reverence and
fubmiffion. Terrible judgments, that have been in-

Hided upon the enemies of God's people, have been,

in many inftances, attended with the thunder of his

power. 4 When Mofes (tretched forth his hand to-

* ward heaven, the Lord fent thunder and hail upon
c the Egyptians #

. When the Philiftines drew near
' to battle againft Ifrael, the Lord thundered with a

* great thunder upon the Philiftines, and difcomfited

' them
-J-.'

When David obtained complete victory

over his enemies, c the Lord thundered in the heavens,

* and the Higheft gave his voice \* In like manner,

when the Lord vifited the multitude of the terrible

ones, it was with thunder And with earthquake.

This was another dreadful effect of the awful pre-

fence, and divine difpleafure of the Almighty ; ano-

ther tremendous judgment, wherewith the inveterate

enemies of his people were to be vifited, and many of

them to be deftroyed.—

—

And with great noife, pro-

ceeding from the thunder rolling along the heavens,

the making of the earth, and the very alarming

confequences wherewith thefe events were to be at-

tended.—With ftorm and tempefi, and the flame of

devouring fire. Univerfal nature is reprefented as

feeling the effects of its Sovereign's difpleafure ; and
all the elements are in motion, to afiift in the execu-

tion of thofe terrible things in righteoufnefs, which

men looked not for. The thunder utters its tremen-

dous voice; the lightenings burft forth from the

clouds, and run along the ground ; the earth (hakes

to its foundations, and the ftormy tempeft flies, to be

the executioners of almighty vengeance. Thefe were

probably the means employed by the angel of the

Lord, in that terrible Daughter which he made in the

AiTyrian camp. God ufes whatever inftruments

* Exod. ix. 23. f I Sam. vii. 10. % Pfal. xviii. 13.

he
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he fees proper, in fulfilling his pleafure : all the crea-

tures are his fervants ; and when he fends forth his

commandment upon earth, his word runneth very

fwiftly. He does not employ them, becaufe he can-

not work fo eafily or effectually without them ; but

to lhew, that they are his fervants, and entirely at his

difpofal ; and that he can make them either the mU
nifters of mercy, or of judgment, as feemeth good in

his fight.

7 % And the multitude of all the nations that

fight againfl Ariel, even all that fight againfl her

and her munition, and that diilrefs her, mail be

as a dream of a night-vifion.

In this and the eighth verfe, the prophet beautifully

defcribes, in an elegant parable, the miferable condi-

tion, and certain disappointment, that fhall attend the

enemies of God's people, in their foolifh attempts to

deftroy his inheritance. The city Jerufalem, in-

tended by the name Ariel, was a type of the church

of God in following ages ; and under this figurative

defcription, it is often mentioned in the prophetic

writings. Notwithftanding the hazardous and un-

fuccefsful attempt of Sennacherib, king of AfTyria,

againfl that city, and the terrible vifitation made upon
his army, multitudes of many nations would yet pre-

fume to fight againfl her, and her munition, the Al-

mighty, who is the refuge and fortrefs of his people.

What then fhall be their fate ? Shall the enemies of

that city, or rather of the church, which it prefigured,

who may, in after-times, endeavour to overthrow it,

and to realize their delufive dreams of conqueft and
riches, fhall they efcape with impunity ? In reply, it

is affirmed, that they fhall be as a dream of a night-

vifion. Expreffions of this kind frequently occur in

the facred writings, wherein one thing is put for ano-

ther ; the caufe for the effect, the fubject for the ad-

junct, the circumftance or quality belonging to it.

You
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You will firid a finking inflance in the parable, where

our Lord faith, * The kingdom of heaven is like

* unto a merchantanan feeking goodly pearls*/

Though the refemblance is ftated, as if exifting be-

tween the kingdom of heaven and the merchant, yet

the coraparifon is intended to be made chiefly be-

tween the kingdom of heaven, which is pofleffed of

unrivalled worth and excellence, and a pearl of im-

menfe value, which in order to purchafe, the mer-

chant fold all that he had. In like manner, when, in

this prophecy, it is declared, that the numerous ene-

mies of the people of God fhall be as a dream of a

night-vifion, the meaning is, that they fhall be re-

duced to a condition refembling that of a perfon who
dreameth. All the imaginary fchemes, and fooliih

proje&s, that they have formed, fhall fuddenly vanifh
3

and be certainly fruftrated. The vifionary fcenes 3

and delufive hopes, with which they have amufed

themfelves, and purfued with the greateft avidity,

fhall flee away as a vifion which one thought that he

faw in his fleep, and that quickly difappears on his

being awakened.

8 It fliall even be as when a hungry man

dreameth, and behold, he eateth ; but he awak-

eth, and his foul is empty : or as when a thirfty

man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh ; but

he awaketh, and behold, he is faint, and his

foul hath appetite : fo fhall the multitude of aii

the nations be that fight againft mount Zion*

The fubjecT: is continued, and is finely illuftrated;

by a beautiful fimilitude. The hungry and thirfty

man, fpoken of in this parable, reprefents the multi-

tude of them who fight againft Zion, who are devoid

of every thing that is truly good, diffatisfled with

what they enjoy, and eagerly folicitous to gratify

their keen defires of devouring the people of the

* Matth. xiii. 45.

Moil
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Mod High. Difpleafed with what they poffefs, invi-

dious of the happier condition of God's fervants,

they are extremely anxious to have their luft after

conqueft and opulence indulged, and to attain the

enjoyment of thofe objects which are fuited to gratify

their vicious appetites. This hungry man dream-

etb9 and behold, he eateth, &c. He imagines, that

he is in circumftances fuited to his wifhes, that he

hath plenty of excellent food to fatisfy his hunger.

The thirfty man thinks, that he hath abundance of

refrefhing drink to quench his third. Each of them,

pleafed for a little with this agreeable deception, ex-

hibits a juft image of the adverfaries of the church,

who are exceedingly fond to enjoy the objects of

their wifhes ; and, for a feafon, entertain the delu-

sive hopes, that they (hall certainly poffefs them.

But he awaketh, and his foul is empty, &c. The
awakening of the perfon that dreamed, from his illu-

sion, to perceive his miftake, and to feel his difap-

pointment, prefents a lively emblem of the enemies

of God's people, who, employed in the imaginary

gratification of their appetites, foon find, in their fad

experience, that the fcene with which they were

pleafed, had no exiftence but in their own fancies

;

that they have been difquieted in vain, and grafping

at fhadows. After having exulted for a while in

vifionary projects, they are racked with anxiety, and
filled with difappointment. So Jhall the multitude

of all the nations be, &c. The poor man that dream-

eth of gold, when he awaketh, his purfe is empty

:

the prifoner that dreameth of liberty, when he awak-

eth, flndeth himfelf in confinement : the hungry man
who dreameth that he eateth, when he awaketh, his

foul is empty : the thirfty man who dreameth that he

drinketh, when he awaketh, his foul is faint. Perfons

in thefe feveral circumftances, afford a juft repre-

fentation of the miferable difappointed condition of

wicked men, who ad in hoftility againft the people

Qf God. They often imagine a vain thing \ they de-

vife
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vife foolifh devices; they take counfel againft the
Lord, and againft his Anointed : but they foon find

to their aftonifhment, that all their projects were only
fo many delufive images, which are quickly effaced,

like characters drawn upon the fand ; and foon dif-

appear, like a dream or night-vifion, leaving no traces

behind them.

By this mort and elegant parable, we are taught the

unfatisfying and tranfitory nature of the profperity

enjoyed by wicked men. It is only a fhadow, that

foon pafTeth away, of what is fubftantial and defin-

able. The imaginary joys that it excited, are quickly

fucceeded by real forrows, and difagreeable impref-

fions refulting from blafted hopes. Difappointed ex-

pectations often give rife to as great diftrefs, as the

lofs of what we actually enjoyed. Men, after they

have difcovered their miftake, become miferable, in

proportion to the happinefs they thought that they

had attained. How beautifully, how forcibly, is this

important truth inculcated, by the very finking fimi-

Htude which we have been confidering ! Such a (late

of delufion is the (late of the enemies of God's people,

fo vain, fo incoherent, fo fleeting, are their foolifh

projects and defigns ; and thus uncertain is their pro-

sperous condition. This parable was remarkably

verified in the Chaldeans and Romans, who fought

againft mount Zion, and laboured to overturn the

Jewiih ftate, city, and temple. Such was the infolent

language which they uttered againft Jerufalem : ' Aha,
* fhe is broken that was the gates of the people ; fhe
6

is turned unto me ; I fhall be replenifhed, now fhe
4

is laid wafte *. Where is the Lord thy God ? mine
* eyes fhall behold her: now fhall fhe be trodden down
' as the mire of the ftreets f

.' Whilft they dreamed
of victory, all their expectations were fruftrated

;

c and Jerufalem was found to be a burdenfome flone
4

for all people : ail that burden themfelves with it

* Ezek. xxvi. 2. f Micah vii. io.

« fhall
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<- fhall be cut to pieces, though all the people of the
* earth be gathered together againft itV The Chal-

deans, after having deftroyed Jerufalem, faw the

church of God tranflated into their own country,

flourifhing even in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, not

a few becoming profelytes to the Jewifh religion. The
Romans likewife, who triumphed in having over-

thrown Jerufalem, were foon vanquifhed by the

apoftles and evangelifts, by whom many of them
were brought to the faith and obedience of the go-

fpei of Chrift.

9 If Stay yourfelves and wonder; cry ye out,

and cry : they are drunken, but not with wine
;

they dagger, but not with ftrong drink.

Our prophet, having foretold the temporal calami-

ties that were to befal the inhabitants of Jerufalem,

on account of their hypocrify, pride, and other fins,

proceeds to denounce againft them, the fpiritual judg-

ments with which they were to be vifited.-^ To this

very alarming fubjecl:, he calls their attention, in thefe

words, Stay yourfelves and wonder. Make a folemn

paufe, and lerioully contemplate the direful effects of

God's righteous difpleafure manifefted againft you.

Think it not fufficient, that you curforily furvey

them ; but fix your intenfe meditation on this im-

portant topic : diligently confider the caufes which
have contributed to bring upon you the wrath of the

Almighty, and the terrible confequences with which

it mail be attended. Wonder and be aftonifhed,

as you juftly may, at your extreme folly and infenfi-

bility, notwithftanding the many friendly admonitions

that you have received.—

—

Cry ye out, and cry+ to

exprefs your aftonifhment at your paft conducl ; or,

as the Hebrew words are rendered, in the margin of

fome Bibles, 4 Take your pleafure, and riot.' Go onv

* Zech. xii. 3.

Vol. II. 4 G a*.
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as I forefee, by the fpirit of prophecy, you will do,

indulging yourfelves in diflipation and luxury, in

rioting and drunkennefs, until your deftruction, as a

people, is accomplifhed.—-

—

They are drunken, but not

with wine, &c. The prophet elegantly changes the

form of fpeech, from the fecond to the third perfon ;

and explicitly declares, that both teachers, and thofe

who were taught, were actually in the fatal condition

which he defcribes. The intoxication here fpoken of,

and the effects attributed to it, did not arife from what

is literally called wine, and flrong drink ; but from
new and dangerous doctrines, which they had largely

imbibed, and that made them to err from the ftraight

path of God's commandments. The noxious effects

proceeding from thefe pernicious tenets, made them,

like drunk perfons, fpeak much to their own com-
mendation, contemn others, become vain, proud,

and felf-confident ; and fo ftupified their judgments,

that they could not difcern truth from falfehood, or

the way of duty from the ways of fin.

10 For the Lord hath poured out up»n you
the fpirit of deep fleep, and hath doled your

eyes : the prophets and your rulers, the, leers

hath he covered.

The reafon why the Jewifh people were to refemble

perfons in a flate of intoxication, is, in this verfe, par-

ticularly fpecified. For the Lord hath poured out

upon you the fpirit of deep fJeep. The awful judg-

ment here mentioned, is exprefsly attributed to Jeho-

vah, who, in perfect: confiftency with his confummate
rectitude, goodnefs, and juftice, inflicted it upon the

inhabitants of Judah and Jerufalem. God is equally

righteous, when he fends fpiritual, as when he exe^

cutes temporal judgments, upon thofe who have ex-

pofed themfelves to his dread difpleafure. When lec-

turing from chap. vi. i o. of this prophecy, I touched

upon this delicate fubject, which requires to be treated

with
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with great caution and circumfpection, left we offend

God, and injure the truth. Certain it is, that he, all

whofe works are perfect, doth not communicate any
wrong propenfity to the minds of thofe who are in

this manner puniffied. He doth not convey to them
any bad principles, or evil inclinations ; which all

proceed from themfelves, and not from God ; who
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any
man. He neither requires, perfuades, nor approves

any thing, that hath the leaft tendency to render

people fpiritually blind and infenfible ; but, on the

contrary, he condemns and threatens thofe who bring

themfelves, or others, into this deplorable condition.

The Lord is indeed faid in fcripture, to harden mens
hearts, to blind their eyes, to give them over to a re-

probate mind, to fend them ftrong delufion ; and, in

the verfe before us, to pour out the fpirit of deep

fleep. All that I fuppofe is afcribed to Jehovah, in

thefe and fimilar expreffions, is, that, as the juft pu-

nifhment of fin, he withholds from incorrigible tranf-

greffors, the bleffings which they have forfeited and
defpifed. He doth not foften and meliorate their

hearts ; he doth not open the eyes of their under-

standings. ; he doth' not purify their minds from the

pollution they have contracted ; he doth not prevent

them from being deceived by deceitful lufts, There
are expreffions ufed both in the Old and New Tefla-

ments, which feem to authorize us to go a ftep far-

ther. Jofeph told his brethren, who fold him into

Egypt, that it was not them, but God, who fent him
thither #

. The apoflle Peter declares, that Jefus

Chrift was delivered into the hands of his enemies,

a.id to the death of the crofs, by the determinate

counfel and foreknowledge of God ; who is affirmed,

to have actually delivered him up for us all. From
thefe, and many other paffages of the facred oracles,

we are warranted to conclude, that nothing happens

* Gen. xlv. 20.

without
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without the knowledge of God, or againft his will,

who is omnifcient and omnipotent; that when judg-

ments befal individuals or focieties, they come by di-

vine permiflion, in confequence of God having given

them up to their own hearts lufts, and having fuffered

them to walk in their own ways. I will not enlarge

:

I wifh to tread lightly on this delicate and dangerous

ground, on which not a few have gone much too far,

and have not been able to extricate themfelves from

the difficulties wherein they were involved.

The Lord hath poured out upon you the fpirit of deep

Jleep, &c. Several kinds of bad, as well as good fpi-

rits, are mentioned in the word of God : fuch as, a

fpirit of lying, or lying fpirit ; the fpirit of unclean-

nefs, or the unclean fpirit ; a fpirit of perverfenefs,

or a perverfe fpirit ; the fpirit of error, or an erring

fpirit : and here the fpirit of deep fleep, is faid to be

poured out on the Jewifh people. In this condition,

the eyes of their minds were clofed in ignorance,

even as the bodily eyes are fhut in darknefs, when we
are afleep : they were immerfed in a (late of grofs in-

fenfibility, of indolence and inactivity : they remained

unaffe&ed with thofe objects which ought to have

made the deeped impreflions upon their minds, whilft

the faculties of their fouls were fufpended from per-

forming aright their fpiritual functions. They were

occupied in delufive dreams, and amufed with falfe

hopes, fears, and purfuits, that had no exigence but

in their own imaginations, from which they were to

be awakened by terrible calamities. Thefe fpiritual

judgments were to extend to the prophets, whofe bufi-

nefs it was to inflruct the people ; and to their rulers,

who were employed in managing the affairs of the

(late. The feers hath he covered. The prophets

were, in ancient times, called Seers *, becaufe they

forefaw, through the fpirit of prophecy, many of the

profperous and calamitous events which were to be-

* Sv^e i Sam. ix. 9.

fal



Ver. io. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 605

fal the church, the knowledge of which was commu-
nicated to them by means of vifions they received

from God. Thefe men were to be involved in igno-

rance and obfcurity ; and confequently, could not
foretel things that were to happen in diftant future

periods. The accompiifhment of this prediction,

of which Ifaiah witnefled the commencement among
his countrymen, took place in the days of the Mefliah

and his apoftles. According to the prophecies and
promifes made to the fathers, Jefus Chrift appeared
in this world, in a manner quite different from the

preconceived prejudices of the Jewifh doctors and
people, who had greatly corrupted the word of God

;

#nd therefore they fet themfelves to oppofe him, and
his dodrine. They heard his divine inftruclions, re-

plete with wifdom, and delivered with incomparable
eloquence, perfpicuity, and authority. They beheld
the untainted holinefs of his life, and the wonderful
works whereby his glory was illufhioufly difplayed

;

but contrafting them with his mean parentage, his

humble exterior condition, and the expectations they

entertained refpecling the manifeftation of the king-

dom of God, they were filled with difappointment,

pride, envy, and prejudice.. They ftayed and won-
dered ; they erred, like men that are drunk ; they
blafphemed the rock of falvation ; they treated the

holy Spirit with contempt, and perfifted in rejecting

the truth. The fpirit of (lumber, from the Lord of
hods, feized not only the Jewifh people, but likewife

their priefts, teachers, and icribes, fo that they be-

came proof againft conviction ; and thus was fulfilled

the tremendous fpirituai judgment which is here
threatened.

1 1 And the vifion of all is become unto you
as the words of a book that is fealed, which men
deliver to one that is learned, faying, Read this, I

pray thee ; and he faith, I cannot, for it is fealed.

A general
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A general incapacity of the Jewifh nation to under-
hand the word of God, efpecially the prophetical part

cf it, was to be the lamentable confequence of the

above-mentioned fpiritual judgments. And the vi-

fion of all. God fpake unto the fathers by the pro-

phets, at fundry times, and in divers manners; and,

among other ways, he fpake to them by vifions. The
prophets, and Ifaiah in particular, were favoured with

vifions from God, in which, by certain fimilitudes,

they had reprefented, either to their bodily fight, or

to the eyes of their minds, future events, that were at

a leffer or greater diflance. The prophecy therefore,

which we are now confidering, was called the Vifion

of Ifaiah, becaufe; by means of vifions, many of the

predictions which he delivered, were communicated
to him. So frequently, in ancient times, did God
adopt this method of difcovering his mind to his ferv-

ants, that the whole prophetical writings were fome-

times ftyled Vifions. By the vifion of all then may
l>e intended, all the prophecies of the Old Teftament,

which foretold the appearance of the great Meiliah

;

who was to be cut off, to put an end to fin, to finifh

tranfgreflion, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlafting righteoufnefs—which predicted

his fubfequent exaltation and glory, the plentiful effu-

fion of the holy Spirit upon all flefh, and the aftonifh-

ing effects which were thereby to be produced—The
fuccefs of the gofpel, in the converfion of the nations,

whereby large acceflions were to be made to the

church, which was to affume a new and more glo-

rious form than in ancient times—The brighter mani-

festation of the love, the righteoufnefs, and falvation

of the Lord ; the confequent holinefs, cqnfolation,

and joy of the people of God ; and the terrible reve-

lation of his awful judgments againft the incorrigible

adverfaries of his church. The vifions relative to

thefe, and all other fubje&s,

Is become unto you as the words of a book that isfealed;

or, as the Hebrew word fignifies, of a letter that is

properly
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properly folded and fealed, which cannot be under-

ftood until it be opened. By this fimilitude, is ex-

preffed, the dreadful confequences of God's pouring

out the fpirit of deep fleep upon the Jewifh people.

The efFecl: here mentioned, did not proceed from the

obfcurity of divine revelation, which was admirably

fuited to their circumftances, and fufficiently clear

and intelligible to thofe who had their fenfes exercifed

to difcern good and evil. The true reafon of their

unacquaintednefs with the meaning of the facred

books, was, their eyes were clofed. Their minds

were darkened by wilful ignorance, and inveterate

prejudices : they would not open their eyes, that they

might fee ; they would not come to the light, left

their deeds might be made manifefl ; nor would they

hear with their ears, that they might underftand.

They would not turn to the Lord, that the vail which

was upon their hearts might be taken away ; and,

therefore, it was not given them to know the myfte-

ries of the kingdom of heaven. Though God had
fpoken and written to them the great things of his

law, they efteemed them as a ftrange thing, in which
they had little concern. They read the law of the

Lord ; they heard lfaiah, Hofea, Micah, and the other

prophets of God, deliver the moil important meflages

with which they were intruded ; but they underflooi

not their true meaning and defign. Devoid of the

fpirit of wifdom and revelation, and under the influ-

ence of the fpirit of flumber, they received not the

things of the Spirit of God : they were foolifhnefs

unto them ; neither could they know them, becaufe

they are fpiritually difcerned. The key of knowledge
having been taken away, they could not perceive the

import of the fublime truths contained in the word
of God, concerning the righteoufnefs of faith, the ab-

folute necefTity of divine grace, the great deliverance

to be obtained by the Meiliah, the fpiritual nature of

the kingdom of God, and the calling of the Gentiles

to participate in the privileges of the church of Chrift,

to
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to which that key was defigned to admit them. In
oppofition to thefe important do&rines, they fought
to obtain righteoufnefs by the works of the law ; they
neglected inward purity of heart ; they endeavoured
to fubvert the kingdom of jefus Chrift, and ftre-

nuouily exerted their utmoft efforts to hinder the

Gentiles from being admitted fellow-heirs with the

believing Jews.-: This unhappy condition was not

peculiar to the men of Judah : to many among us,

the vifion of all ftill continues, as the words of a book
that is fealed. Notwithftanding they read and hear

trm word of God, they remain (hangers to its fpi-

ritual import, and transforming efficacy. Like the

men who journeyed with Saul of Tarfus, they fee a

great light, but perceive not from whom it proceeds

;

they hear a voice, but not the voice of him that

fpeaketh from heaven. Let us earneftly pray, that

God may be pleafed to open their eyes, and awake
them to righteoufnefs, that they may behold won-
drous things out of his law.

Which men deliver to one that is learned, faying, &c»

So great was to be the ignorance which prevailed in

the land of Judah^ at the time to which this prophecy

looked forward, that both learned and unlearned^

perfons of every defcription, under different pretexts,

declined to fludy and explain the writings of the Old
Teftament. A linking proof of the truth of this re-

mark is here mentioned. This facred book was de-

livered firft to one that is learned, a man of excellent

natural abilities, and cormderable erudition, who,

having got good education, and improved in ac-

quaintance with literature and fcience, hath acquired

much ufeful and ornamental knowledge. Such an ac-

complifhed fcholar might be fuppofed well qualified

for the talk here affigned him. To him, therefore,

the vifion of all is delivered, with this requeft

Read this, Ipray thee. Attentively perufe this book,

for your own inftruction, and for the benefit of thofe

who are defirous to underftand its contents. The ad-

vantages
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vantages which your learning give you over thofe

who are illiterate, will enable you to comply with

this requifition, fo as to be profitable to yourfelf and
other people. To this requeft, the learned man re-

plies, / cannot. I underftand the language in which

it is written, but not the fubjeft of which it treats ;

and therefore 1 cannot make you acquainted with

its real meaning. 1 plead my inability to explain

what is written, as an excufe for refufing to grant 3.

favour, which is not in my power to beftow. That
he might not be thought to decline the fervice afligned

him without fufficient reafon, he immediately adds,

For it is fealed. In fcripture-language, a book is faid

to be fealed, when the fubjec~t of which it treats, is

involved in obfcurity and myflery ; when the fenfe is

fo recondite, that it is not eafily underflood, and very

imperfe&iy known. This feems to be the meaning

of the order given to the prophet Daniel, to fhut up
the words, and to feal the book, even to the time of

the end* ; and of the command delivered to the apoftle

John, to feal up thofe things that were uttered by the

feven thunders, and not to write them f . The import

of the excufe offered by the learned man, for not

reading and explaining the book delivered to him, is

(imply this : The vifions which it contains, are writ-

ten in fuch an obfcure manner, and the fubje&s treated

of, are fo intricate, that he thought they were not in-

telligible to thofe who were moft efteemed for know-
ledge and erudition. Human nature, my brethren,

is the fame in all ages ; and therefore the fame reafon

is dill given by many, why they do not underftand

the word of God. They plead its obfcurity, as the

reafon why they are unacquainted with the important

difcoveries which it contains. Adepts in human
fcience alledge, that were it not dark and myfterious,

they could eafily know its meaning. Thus they im-

piouily throw the blame of their ignorance of divine

* Dan. xii. 9. f Rev. x. 4.

Vol. II. 4 H truths
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truths upon the fcriptures, which is really owing to

their own blindnefs, and want of fpiritual difcern-

ment. As fiefh and blood cannot reveal them, fo ex-

tenfive learning cannot give the faving knowledge of

them. Let us beware of charging God foolifhly, in

whom there is no unrighteoufnefs ; and of finding

fault with his oracles, which are perfect. Senfible.

that the word of God is a fealed book to people of

every defcription, until he is pleafed to open their un-

derftandings, let us humbly lament before him the

blindnefs of our minds, which prevents facred truths

from irradiating, and purifying our fouls, and reform-

ing our lives: let us earneftly beg of him, to ac-

company them with the grace of the holy Spirit, that

we may perceive their import, and experience their

fanctifying influence.

1 2 And the book is delivered to him that i&

not learned, faying, Read this, I pray thee : and
he faith. I am not learned.

He that is learned, having acknowledged his ina-

bility to read and explain the prophetical fcriptures,

the fame requeit which was made to him, is prefented

to the unlearned, who never enjoyed the advantages

of a liberal education ; whofe natural abilities have
not been cultivated and improved, by the infiructions

of men eminent for literature and fcience. To him
the book is next delivered, faying^ Read this, I pray
thee^ with underflanding, and interpret the meaning
of what is therein written. Many things compre-
hended in this book, are abftrufe, and require to be
explained and underflood, in order to derive real be-

nefit from them ; and therefore to you I apply for

affiftance. To this demand, the following fhort

reply is made : / am not learned, I pretend not to un-

derfland the law and the prophets, and to explain the

predictions, doctrines, and precepts, which they con-

tain. I judge it unneceffary to be acquainted with

every
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every part of the fcriptures. I leave the ftudy of the

prophecies to the learned, whofe bufinefs is to teach,

and to fhew thofe things which are noted in the fcrip-

tures of truth #
. Indifferent as to abfhufe matters,

and folicitous to enjoy eafe and tranquillity of mind,
I wifh not to perplex myfelf with difficulties : I there-

fore decline to comply with the prayer of your peti-

tion. Perhaps there is not any book which is more
read, and lefs underftood, than the Bible. What fri-

volous excufes are pled for ignorance of the word of
God, and the precious truths which are therein re-

vealed. Alas ! they continue (till to be fuggefted by
not a few, in one form or other, if poffible, to exte-

nuate that culpable negligence which hinders from
attentively fearching the prophecies of this book.

Deteft fuch pitiful fhifts and evafions. Frequently

read, and endeavour diftincHy to underftand them.

Be not afhamed of any part of your holy profeffion
;

but reduce to practice every command of God, whe-
ther it be unfafhionable, or in the good graces of the

world. Allow not any thing to prevent you from be-

ing intimately acquainted with the whole word of

God. Underftand ing is a well-fpring of life to him
that hath it ; r.ut the inftruction of fools is nothing

but folly. Carefully avoid failing into the deplorable

condition of the Jewifh nation, at the period wherein

this prophecy was fulfilled, when neither the learned,

nor the illiterate, were acquainted with the fpiritual

meaning of the lively oracles of God that were com-
mitted unto them, and fo could not read them with

benefit.

13 If Wherefore the Lord faid, Forafmuch as

this people draw near me with their mouth, and
with their lips do honour me, but have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear towards

me is taught by the precept of men.

* Dan. x. 19. 21.

After
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After a folemn preface, in which he affirms, that

what he now fays, was delivered by divine command,
our prophet proceeds to delineate another prominent
feature in the character of the Jewifh people, which
was peculiarly odious and offenfive to God. In proof

of this remark, we obferve, that the Lord, when he

fpake to Ifaiah what he here relates, called them not

his, but this people. In this manner, he points them
out as utterly unworthy of the intimate relation to

him into which they had been admitted. Notwith-

ftanding they were the pofterity of Abraham, his

friend ; of lfaac, whom he loved ; of Jacob, whom
he furnamed Ifrael ; and of their progenitors, whom
he brought forth out of the land of Egypt—though
he had dealt with them as he never dealt with any
other nation, honouring them with the character of

his people ; though he gave them his ordinances, fta-

tutes, and laws ; and fent among them his prophets,

rifing up early, and fitting up late, to inftrucl: them

;

yet, by their ignorance, hypocrify, and fuperftition,

they provoked him to difown his Connection with

them. Having delineated, in ftrong colours, their

grofs ignorance, he now reprefents their bafe hypo-

crify, which he thus emphatically defcribes

:

This people draw near unto me with their mouth, &c*
To draw near to God, in the language of fcripture,

denotes the various acts of adoration and worfhip,

whereby his people approach his facred prefence, and
enjoy delightful communion with him. To draw near

to God with the mouth, and to honour him with the

lips, is to exprefs before him, profound veneration of

his infinite majefty, firm truft in his kind providence,

unfufpecting confidence in his mercy, and unlimited

fubmiflion to his blefled will. That thefe ads of wor-
fhip may be fuited to his fpiritual nature, to whom
they are prefented ; that they may prove agreeable to

his will, and meet his acceptance ; along with thefe

external profeflions of honour and refpecl:, the inter-

nal homage of holy hearts muft be offered, corre-

fponding
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fponding to what is exprefled by the mouth and the

lips. When, in the performance of the exterior part

of devotion, perfons are deftitute of the interior

emotions of foul, they are chargeable with deteftable

hypocrify, and the mod odious diflimulation in the

fervice of God. By the organs of fpeech, and the

geftures they affume, they profefs to honour the Mod
High ; whilft, at the fame time, their hearts are de-

void of thofe devout difpofitions which they pretend

to exprefs. They feel not that inward reverence,

efteem, and gratitude, which they verbally acknow-

ledge that they entertain in their minds. The
people therefore, who are here reproved, are faid to

have removed their heartfrom me ; i. e. from God, in

whofe name our prophet brings this charge againft

them. By the uncontrolled operations of their carnal

minds, by heedlefs inattention to their fpirits, when
profeffedly approaching unto God, their minds be-

came more and more alienated from him. Their

hearts and affections, inftead of terminating upon
God, were turned away to other objects, totally un-

connected with the employments wherein they were

engaged. Their thoughts, far from being concentred

in God, whom they honoured with their lips, were
occupied on things either exprefsly prohibited, or en-

tirely foreign to the folemn fervices which ought to

have engrofTed their whole attention.

The Jewifh people, among whom Ifaiah exercifed

his office, were doubtlefs, in the firil inftance, ac-

cufed of having been criminal in this refpect. Though
the words were primarily addrefled to them, and af-

forded an exact defcription of their conduct, they
looked forward to the Jews in following ages ; and
were truly characteriftic of the Pharifees, in the time
of our Saviour's miniftry, to whom he exprefsly ap-

plied them. Having demonftrated, that they made
void the commandments of God by their traditions,

he quoted the verfe now before us. Ye hypocrites,

who make high pretenfions to diftinguifhed eminence
in
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in holinefs, and yet have the audacity to fet afide a

divine command ; who are difpleafed with the dif-

ciples, for not obeying the authority of the elders^

and yet fcruple not to contemn the precepts of Jeho-

vah. Ye plainly difcover much more refpeft to the

authority of men, than to the commands of God

:

ye fhew more folicitude about the obfervation of ex-

ternal rites, than internal fan&ity of heart ; and are

more concerned to obtain the praife of men, than the

honour that comet h from God. Ye regularly attend

on the ordinances of divine appointment,, wherein ye

profefTedly approach unto God ; ye acknowledge him
to be the only living and true God, your Creator,

JVeferver, and Benefactor ; and prefent before him
the facrifices which he hath required. Notwithftand-

ing, your hearts are far from God i even when ye

come before him as his people, they go out after

their covetoufnefs : indifferent as to enjoying the di-

vine prefence, and communion with your Father in,

heaven, ye neither fear nor love him, nor delight in

his fervice. Strangers to the life and power of god^-

linefs, ye have no higher aim, than to maintain its

form, and to acquire the applaufe of men. f
Well

4 did Efaias prophefy of you, faying, This people

* draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and ho-

* noureth me with their lips ; but their heart is far

c from me*.'
Are people of this defcription become extincl in

the Chriftian church ? Are there not (till a genera-

tion who are the followers of thefe hypocritical Pha-

rifees, who prefent before God their bodies, the

calves of their lips, whilft they withhold from him

the homage of their hearts ? Are there not among
us, thofe who worfhip God,in another way than he

hath appointed in his word, who prefent before him

no more than the images of the living facrifices which

he requires 5 fometimes fo unlike the beautiful un-

* Matth. xv. 7, 8.

maimed
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maimed original, that the impofition is eafily difco-

vered ; and, at other times, in fuch attitudes and

habits, as nearly refemble that true devotion which

they artfully endeavour to imitate? They feem to

men, to fail, to pray, to give alms, to hear the word
of God, and to praife his name ; but the heavenly

Father, who feeth in fecret, is perfectly acquainted

with all their hypocrify and deceit. They come un-

to God, as did the Jews of old, and fit before hjm
as his people : they hear his words, but they will

not do them ; for with their mouth they fhew much
love, but their heart goeth after their covetoufnefs.

—

Would you then, my friends, avoid this odious difii-

mulation in the fervice of God ? beware of gratifying

your corrupt difpofitions, which, by indulgence,

will gather llrength, and occupy your thoughts, even

when you are employed in divine worfhip. Take
heed that you do not give way to that natural levity

and iuconftancy of mind, which infenfibly deals

away the heart from God, and is apt to encroach on
the facred hours confecrated to acts of devotion

:

and earnedly fupplicate the Hearer of prayer, to grant

you that fixednefs of heart, and that truth in the in-

ward parts, with which he is delighted.

And theirfear towards me is taught by the precept of

men. The fear of God, which is a powerful prin-

ciple implanted in the hearts of his people, confitts in

a holy reverential awe of his infinite majefty, con-

fummate excellencies, and fupreme dominion, ac-

companied with a felicitous concern to pleafe him,

and to fubmit to all his dilpenfations. It is founded

upon his abfolute fovereignty over us, and our entire

dependence upon him. Thole who are belt acquaint-

ed with the perfections and glory of Jehovah, always

entertain the mod profound veneration for his in-

comparable dignity ; and exprefs their furprife, that

there are any deftitute of this becoming temper. In

the fong of Mofes, and of the Lamb, are found thefe

remarkable words : ' Who mall not fear thee, O
< Lord,
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4 Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art
* holy.' Men however, who know not God, are

devoid of this gracious difpofition, until they fome-
how of other acquire it, either by the influence of

the Spirit of God, or by the precept of men. The
fear of God, which is here chiefly intended, mud
not be limited to this bleflfed inward principle; but

extended to its genuine outward expreffions, in the

feverai duties of divine worfhip, whereby men teftify

their refpecl and reverence for the Almighty. In this

fenfe, Jefus Chrifl explains this precept in the law,
4 Thou fhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ferve him* :—

.

* Thou (halt worfhip the Lord thy God, and him
* only (halt thou ferve.' And this mult be its mean-
ing in the words under confederation, where it figni-

fies the various parts of facred worfliip, whereby the

fupreme majefty and infinite goodnefs of Jehovah is

acknowledged. This fear of the Lord is taught by
the precept of men, when people perform the folemn

fervice of God, more from regard to human than di-

vine authority ; more from regard to the cuftoms and
applaufe of men, than from delight in approaching

unto God, and enjoying his approbation. This is

not the pure homage that God requires, and which

he gracioufly accepts ; but a mere, hypocritical,

unavailing pretence. Fear toward God comes
likewife under this defcription, when men prefume

to prefcribe in matters relative to the worfhip of Je-

hovah, and require the obfervance of rites of their

own devifmg, without attending to the word of God.
This prefumptuous arrogance feems to be here point-

ed at, as appears from the interpretation given of the

words by Jefus Chrifl, in the anfwer he returned to

the Scribes and Pharifees :
c Howbeit (faith he), in

4 vain do they worfhip me, teaching for doctrines
4 the commandments of men. For, laying afide the
4 commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of

* Deut. vi. 13.

4 men.'
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' men V They prayed in the fynagogues ; they

read and expounded the law of God, and the pro-

phets ; they punctually attended upon the ordinances

of divine inftitution, and prefented the facrifices that

were commanded to be offered in the law. Notwith-

ftanding, thefe frequent pompous fervices were in

vain, accompanied with no valuable confequences

;

they proceeded from wrong principles, and were di-

rected to wrong purpofes, fo that they did not anfwer

the ends of their appointment : efpecially as the per-

fons againfl whom this charge was brought by our
Saviour, fubflituted the doctrines and traditions ofmen
in place of the truths and commandments of the Lord.

Such was the corrupt degenerate (late of the Jewifh

church in the days of our prophet, which became ftili

more depraved in the time of our Lord's perfonal mi-

niftry, when, as we have feen, he particularly applied

this character to the Scribes and Pharifees, to whom
it juftly belonged. I am forry to add, that perfons of

the above description, are (till to be found in the

Chriftian church. Their fear toward God is taught

them, not by the holy Spirit, but by the precepts of

magifirates, parents, and matters. They worfhip

God, not from love to his amiable excellencies, and
from obedience to his fupreme authority, but out of
compliance to prevailing cuftom, and regard to the

commands of their fuperiors. Take heed then, my
friends, that your fear and worfhip of God proceed

not from the precept of men, but from a gracious

principle implanted in your hearts, extending its hap-

py influence through every part of his fervice. Re-
member, that God, who is a Spirit, requires to be
worfhipped in fpirit and in truth ; and that would
you find benefit and comfort in drawing near to him,

you mud approach him with your whole hearts, elfe

you fhali have reafon to dread the awful threatening

contained in verfe

* Mark vii. 7, 8.

Vol. II. 4
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14 Therefore
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14 Therefore behold, I will proceed to do a

marvellous work amongft this people, even a

marvellous work and a wonder ; for the wifdom
of their wife men fhali perifh, and the under-

ftanding of their prudent men mail be hid.

The Lord, by our prophet, here calls upon men,
ferioufly to confider the wonderful judgment which
he was about to inflict on this people, on account of

their abominable hypocrify and fuperftition. It was
to be of fuch an extraordinary nature, and attended

with fuch uncommon circumftances, as might jufliy

excite admiration and furprife. Indeed, the punifh-

ment wherewith God vifited the Jewifh nation, their

priefts and doctors, when he poured out upon them
the fpirit of deep ileep, was truly aftonifhing—whether

we confider the judicial act of the fupreme Judge,

who, in perfect confiftency with his infinite puriiy

and rectitude, permitted their minds to be blinded,

and their hearts to be hardened ; or the ftrange judg-

ment executed upon this people, who were difperfed

over the face of the earth, expofed to the contempt

of all nations, and to this day are groaning under the

curfes to which they were configned by the law of

Mofes. Nevertheless, they tenacioufly adhere to

the religion of their fathers, prefcribed in that law,

and enforced by the prophets, which they read with

facred veneration. Notwithstanding they frequently

and publicly read the books of the Old Teftament,

even the learned among them, do not understand

them ; and therefore they have turned all their atten-

tion, for many ages, to foolifh traditions, from which

they cannot derive Spiritual wifdom. A very few ex-

cepted, they continue in a (late of fpiritual blindnefs

and infenfibility. After having been expelled for a

long period from their own land, and feen the won-
derful progrefs of the kingdom of Chrift through the

world, the converfion of the Gentiles to the fervice

of the God of Abraham, and many of the prophecies

in
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in the Old Teftament clearly fulfilled, they continue

in unbelief, blinded with prejudices. In reviewing

this wonderful fubject, we may juftly exclaim, with

the apoftle Paul, c O the depth of the riches both of
* the wifdom and knowledge of God ! how unfearch-
* able are his judgments, and his ways pad finding

* out * !' No man wonders to fee fome people with-

out wifdom, who were never porTefied of it ; but to

fee wife and prudent perfons, who were admired for

their knowledge and fagacity, deftitute of under-

ftanding, is truly furprifmg. This is the marvellous

work which we are here invited to contemplate.

For the wifdom of their wife men Jhall perifh, &c.

The perfons who are fpoken of, were the wife and
prudent in their own eyes, who were generally efteem-

ed by others on account of knowledge and difcre-

tion, and reforted to by the multitude for inftru&ion

and advice. The wifdom and underftanding of fuch

men, according to this prediction, (hall perim and be

hid ; or, as the Hebrew word fignifies, mail vaniih or

difappear, like the cloud which, in the drought of

fummer, promifed a refreftiing fhower. Profefling

themfelves to be wife, they became fools : having

employed their powers and influence, not in ftudying

the word of God, and in faithfully performing his

fervice, but in devifing and introducing into his wor-

ship the moft abfurd fuperftitions, God declares, by
his fervant, that he would deprive them of thofe ta-

lents which they had perverted and abufed. —This
threatening was remarkably verified in the Scribes and
Pharifees, about the time of our Lord's manifeftation

in the flefh ; who, when the difciples reported to him
the fuccefs that attended their miniftry, rejoiced in

fpirit, and faid, ' I thank thee, O Father, Lord of
4 heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid thefe things
6 from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them
6 unto babes. Even fo, Father, for fo it feemed good

Rom. xi. $$.

'in
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* in thy fight*/ And the apoftle Paul, fpeaking of

the preaching of the crofs, which is foolifhneis to

them that perifh, affirms, that this fcripture is thereby

fulfilled : ' For (faith he) it is written, 1 vrill defiroy
* the wifdom of the wife, and will bring to nothing
* the underftanding of the prudent f

.' By the appli*.

cation which he makes of tbefe words, he plainly in-

timates, that they are accompHfhed in all thofe who
reject and contemn the gofpel as foolifhnefs, becaufe

they cannot comprehend the fublime doctrines which

it reveals. Behold then, my brethren, this mar-

vellous work of God, which pafles unnoticed by the

unthinking multitude. You may fix on many fub-

jects of contemplation which are more pleafing, but

there are few or none that may be more inftru&ive

and ufeful. How awful do the divine power and
righteoufnefs appear, in performing this wonder in fo

many finking inftances, which loudly proclaim the

truth of the word of God, and the equity of di-

vine difpenfations ! Let us beware left we expofe our-

felves to the awful doom which is here denounced*

-Afraid left we fall under this fpiritual judgment, let

us earneftly implore of God, that he may diveft us of

pride, felf-conceit, and the prejudices we may have

imbibed againft any of the truths of his word ; that

he may illuminate our minds, and difpofe us to at-

tend diligently to his wonderful works, both of mercy
and judgment.

15 Wo unto them that feek deep to hide

their counfel from the Lord, and their works

are in the dark, and they fay, Who feeth us ?

and who knoweth us ?

In thefe words, mifery and wo are denounced

againft thofe who fecretly perpetrate the moft enor-

mous crimes, and artfully endeavour to conceal them

* Matth. xi. 25, 26. f * Cor. i. 19.

from
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1

from God. Their character is thus emphatically

defcribed : Them ihatfeek deep to hide their counfelfrom

the Lord, &c. The counfel which they foolifhly eflay-

ed to conceal from the omnifcient Jehovah, included

the wicked projects which they had deliberately form-

ed, that they might be carried into execution at the

moft proper feafons. ' Every purpofe (faith the wife

' man) is eflablifhed by counfel ;' and ought to be the

refult of mature confideration and good advice, other-

wife it is not likely to be confirmed and fettled.

What is begun in folly, and without proper regard to

God, fhall iflue in fhame and difappointment. The
reverfe of this proportion was adopted by the perfons

fpoken of, who atheiftically and abfurdly fought deep to

hide their vicious defigns from the Lord, before whom
all things are open and naked. Notwithstanding the

convictions they felt, of their hearts and ways being

well known to God, they tried to foothe their uneafy

minds, by fuppofing, that he was not privy to their

thoughts and fchemes. They entertained delufive

hopes that this was pollible, elfe they would not have

fought to conceal their counfels from his eyes, which
penetrate the molt fecret recedes of the human heart.

Though they thus acted under the influence of a falfe

imagination, they would have proclaimed itill greater

folly, had they tried to conduct themfelves in this

manner, when convinced of its abfurdity and impofli-

bility. Saith the proverb, ? The counfels of the wic-
' ked are deceit :' and in nothing does their fallacy

appear more remarkable, than in the vain imagina-

tion, that any thing, even the mod fecret thought,

can be concealed from God, who fearches the hearts,

and tries the reins of the children of men.
And their works are. in the dark, &c. They prac-

ticed wickednefs in the moft fecret and covered man-
ner. The flagrant enormities which they committed,
could not bear the light ; and therefore fought the

fhade of obfcurity, where they could not be feen by
the eyes of mortals. Many traiifgreflions prohibited

in
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in the law of God, are fo extremely odious, that they

cannot endure the light ; and, on that account, are

frequently done in the dark. They that be drunken,

are drunken in the night ; then the thief and the rob-

ber dig through houfes, which they had marked for

themfelves in the day-time ; and the adulterer waiteth

for the twilight, as bed adapted for the execution of

his ixifidious defigns. Such enormous fins are em-
phatically denominated in fcripture, works of dark-

nefs, becaufe they proceed from the darknefs of igno-

rance, from thofe who love darknefs rather than light,

and lead down to the abodes of everlafling mifery and

Wo.^ -They fay j Who feeth us ? &c. They flatter

themfelves, that they are not only beyond the reach

of human obfervation, but excluded from the view of

the omnifcient God. Like the wicked of whom the

royal prophet fpeaks, * they fay, The Lord {hall not
* fee ; neither fhall the God of Jacob, regard itV
They confider not, that the darknefs hideth not from

him ; but the night fhineth as the day : that the dark-

nefs and the light are both alike unto him : that there

is no darknefs, or {hadow of death, where the workers

of iniquity may hide themfelves. -The wo which

is denounced againft perfons of this defcription, was

remarkably inflicted in that period of the church, to

which this prophecy had a peculiar reference, wherein

the Jewilh priefts and rulers, under the moft artful

difguife and vile hypocrify, endeavoured to cover

their counfels and actions. Notwithstanding, they

found by experience, the extreme folly of all their

concealed deep-laid defigns, and that there is no wif-

dom or counfel againft the Lord. Warned by their

example, let us, in every enterprife in which we en-

gage, afk direction of God : let us come to the light,

that our deeds may be made manifefl ; and endeavour

fo to live, as thofe who are confcious, that the Lord

feeth and knoweth us.

* Pfal. xciv. 7.

16 Surely
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16 Surely your turning of things upfide

down fhall be efteemed as the potters clay : for

mall the work fay of him that made it, He
made me not ? or fhall the thing framed fay of

him that framed it, He had no underftanding ?

The abfurdity of the wicked principles and prac-

tices mentioned in the preceding verfe, is here repre-

fented in figurative language ; and illuflrated by a

beautiful fimilitude, taken from the work of the

potter. Light pieces of furniture, and particularly

dimes of any fort, when nicely cleaned, are turned

upfide down, that the duft, or any thing dirty, that

adheres to them, may be entirely taken away. In

allufion to this well known practice, God declared,
* I will wipe Jerufalem, as a man wipeth a difh,

* wiping and turning it upfide downV If our pro-

phet refers to this cuftom, the words import, that the

great pains taken by the perfons fpoken of, to make
clean the outfide of the cup and platter, mould prove
of no avail, and be attended with no permanent
good effe&s. Things are faid to be turned upfide

down, when their lituation is reverfed, and their ap-

pearance totally altered. In this fenfe, the expreilion

is ufed by Ifaiah, in the following prediction : ' The
c Lord maketh the earth empty and wade, and turn-
6 eth it upfide down/ If the allufion is to this

circumftance, the phrafe denotes, that thofe who
were the fubjedte of this prophecy, were to aiiume a

new and different appearance from what they had
formerly done, and that they were to be deprived of

thofe thin difguifes under which they had been con-

cealed. Things are alfo faid to be turned upfide

down, when their proper order, is inverted, and they

are reduced to a flate of anarchy and confufion.

This is the meaning of the words, in the charge

brought againfl the apoftles of Jefus Chrift by their

* 2 Kings xxi. 13.

enemies,
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enemies, of turning the world upfide down. If the

expreilion is ufed in this fenfe, it fignificantly de-

fcribes the perverfe conduct of thofe who prefume to

invert the beautiful order that God hath eftablifhed

;

who place a dead idol in the room of the living God,
and the traditions of men in room of his command-
ments ; who fubftitute external (hew in place of inter-

nal purity ; who put light for darknefs, and darknefs

for light ;
good for evil, and evil for good. All thefe

inverfions, our prophet declares, fhall be efteemed as

the potter's clay, the form and (hape of which is eafily

and quickly altered, and is changed at the pleafure

of the potter. In like manner, the Almighty was

entirely to abolifh the corrupt fyftems that were pre-

fumptuoufly adopted, and to make the devices of the

people of none effect. The inconfiftency of the

conduct which is here reprobated, is next exhibited

by a finking fimilitude.

Forjhall the work fay of him that made it, He made

me not, &c. Wicked men, who endeavour to cover

their defigns from God, practically declare, that they

believe not his omnifcience ; and fo virtually deny,

that he is truly God, and that he is their Maker,

To acl: in this manner, is as inconfiftent and abfurd,

as if a piece of work fhould fay to him that made it,

He made me not : he had no underftanding. It is

contrary to the principles of found reafon, and the

nature of things, to deny the ubiquity of the divine

prefence, and to refufe to acknowledge God as our

Creator ; or to pretend to hide any thing from him

that knoweth our thoughts afar off. All that we
have, depends upon his pleafure : all that we do, is

performed under his infpedtion, who will not fail to

difcover the perverfity and falfehood of fuch corrupt

reafonings as are here reproved. God being the

firffc caufe of all things, it is impoilible that any crea-

ture can devife, underftand, or execute the moft

fecret fcheme, without the knowledge of his Maker.
* Underftand, ye brutifh among the people : and ye

' fools,
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6 fools, when will ye be wife ? He that planted the
* ear, (hall he not hearf he that formed the eye,
c mail he not fee ? The Lord knoweth the thoughts
* of man, that they are vanity V -Let us learn to

acknowledge with humility the divine fovereignty,

and our entire dependence upon God. Let us be-

ware of inverting the order he hath eftablifhed, and
of calling in queftion our infinite obligations to him,

for life, and breath, and all things. He is our Creator,

and we are his creatures : he is our Lord, and we
are his fubje&s : it is therefore juft, that we obey
his authority ; and, upon all occafions, manifeft our

conftant dependence upon his power, goodnefs, and
faithfulnefs,

1 7 Is it not yet a very little while, and Leba-

non fhall be turned into a fruitful field, and the

fruitful field fhall be efteemed as a forell ?

To the foregoing prophecies is fubjoined the re-

markable prediction I have now read, relative to the

call of the Gentiles into the church of God, in place

of the jews. The time in which this great event

was to come to pafs, is here fpoken of, as a very little

while, after this prophecy was delivered. Though,
from that period, above feven hundred years elapfed

ere the fon of God was manifefted in the flefh, and

this memorable event did not take place until a con-

fiderable time after his appearance on earth, it is not-

withstanding foretold to happen in a very little while.

However long the period may appear to human view,

between the delivery and accomplifhmeut of this pro-

mife, yet, in the fight of the eternal Jehovah, with

whom a thoufand years are but as one day, it feemed

but a very little while. Our Lord's fecond coming,

predicted above feventeen hundred years ago, is fore-

told in fimilar terms with thefe now before us : \ Yet

* Pfal. xciv. 8, 9. 11.

Voi, II. 4 K c a little
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* a little while, and he that (hall come will come, and
* will not tarryV At the expiration of the time'

fixed, ..
'

^

Lebanon jhall be turned into afruitfulfield\ &c. The
condition of both places fhall be entirely reverfed.

Among the mountains of Paleftine, the mod remark-

able and the mod: celebrated, in the facred writings,

was mount Lebanon. This goodly mountain, fituated

on the borders of the land of Canaan toward the

north, was remarkable for its height, magnificence,

and the abundance of excellent cedars which adorned

its fummit, exhibiting a truly noble and majeftic ap-

pearance. It is evident, from the connection in which

this prediction (lands, that Lebanon is not literally^

but figuratively to be underflood in this verfe. From
what follows, the prophet feems plainly to have had
in view, a fpiritual change and converfion, which was

to be accomplifhed upon thofe who are intended by
this bold figurative expreflion. The change which
he foretels was to be effected, in confequence of the

Spirit being abundantly poured out from on high, as

we learn from chaf). xxxii. 15. of this prophecy, and

the predicted converfion, was to be accompanied with

happy fpiritual confequences. The ftately extenfive

foreit with which mount Lebanon was covered, may
denote, in the prophetic ityle, the large and powerful

kingdoms of the Gentiles, which, for long time, con-

tinued in their natural uncultivated condition; fome
of which had grown up to great eminence, and were

highly elevated, in refpeet of grandeur, ftrength, and

influence. Thei> were to be turned into a fruitful

field. Every high thing, that exalted itfelf agamft the

knowledge and obedience of God, was to be laid low

:

whatfoever hurt, or offended, was to be rooted out

;

and the fallow ground was to be broken up, by the

miniftry of the gofpel. Multitudes were to be ad-

mitted within the hedge of the divine protection, and

* Heb. x. 37.

encompaiTed
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encompafied by the divine favour : they were to have

fown among them the precious feed of the word of

God, which was to be watered by the dew of heaven.

In confequence whereof, they were to become fruitful

in holinefs and righteoufnefs ; and to refemble a

fruitful field, or the garden of the Lord, wherein he

delights.

And the fruitful field Jhall be efteemed as a foreft.
The Hebrew word Carmel, here tranflated a fruitful

field, was the name of a very rich and fertile moun-
tain in Judea, abounding with excellent vines, olive-

trees, and delicious fruits, covered in part with luxu-

riant paflure, and the bed of corn. So excellent and
valuable were its productions, that, among the Jews,

whatever pofiefTed much fertility, wealth, and beauty,

was called Carmel. This famous mountain exhibited

a flriking emblem of the Jewifh church, which was
often fpoken of as a fruitful field, having been culti-

vated under the peculiar direction and care of God
himfelf, who committed unto them his lively oracles,

and refrefhed them with the dew of his blefiing. Hav-
ing conferred upon them the mod important privi.

leges, whereby they were diftinguifhed from other

nations, they brought forth thofe precious fruits

which were honourable to God, and ornamental to

themfelves. -Concerning this fruitful field, our

prophet foretold, that it fliall be efteemed as a foreft,

which confifts of a confufed irregular multitude of

trees, deftitute of order and of fruit. The jewifh

church, deprived of the vigilant care of Jehovah, and
the falutary inftitutions wherewith they had been long

favoured, together with the communications of divine

grace whereby they had been enriched, were to be

reduced to a wild diforderly flate, in which they were

not to yield fruit unto God. Devoid of faith in the

true Median, and deferted of God, who, in times pafl,

had conferred upon them many fignal advantages,

they foon became like a widely fcattered barren foreft.

This prediction is of fimilar import with that delivered

to
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to the Jews by Jefus Chrift himfelf, Matth. xxi. 13.
4 Therefore fay I unto you, The kingdom of God
c fhall be taken from you, and given to a nation
* bringing forth the fruits thereof/ This great event,

which is confpicuous to the view of all, hath verified

the prediction fo exactly, as to require no illuftration.

Take heed then, brethren, left, by the abufe of the

privileges which you enjoy with the gofpel, and the

rejection of the companionate Redeemer, you provoke
the Moft High to dived you of them ; and to confer

them upon thofe who will be more fruitful, and
more thankful.

18 If And in that day fhall the deaf hear the

words, of the book, and the eyes of the blind

fhall fee out of obfcurity, and out of darknefs.

The happy confequences of the Gentiles being called

into the church of God, are next foretold in this and
the following verfes. And in that day ; in that re-

markable feafon, wherein the wonderful revolution

above predicted, fhall be aecomplifhed, the deafjhali

hear the words of the book : fo called, by way of emi-

nence, to intimate its fuperior excellence to every

other book. The book, which contains the vifion of

all, mentioned in verfe 1 ith ; the book of the Lord,

which is required to be fought out, and read, in

chap, xxxiv. 16. of this prophecy, is doubtlefs that

which is here meant. At the time to which this pre-

diction refers, it was both literally and figuratively

fulfilled ; and, by confidering its accomplifhment, we
may afcertain its true import. Among the many mi-

raculous cures wrought by Jefus Chrift and his

apoftles, thofe who were deftitute of the fenfe of hear-

ing, had their ears unftopped, and were made to hear

the word of God. The anfwer, therefore, which our
Lord returned to the inquiry of John the Baptift, re-

fpecting his being the promifed Meffiah, runs thus

:

* Go, and fhew John again thefe things which ye do
' hear
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' hear and fee : the blind receive their fight, and the

* lame walk ; the lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf
* hear ; the dead are raifed up, and the poor have
* the gofpel preached unto them.' Thefe were the

wonderful works which, according to the predi&ions

of our prophet, God would perform, when he was to

come and fave us. Then was this prophecy literally

accomplished : and not long after, it was verified in

a fpiritual fenfe, when thofe who, having ears, heard

not, neither did underftand, through ignorance, pre-

judice, and carnal affections ;
* were deaf to the gra-

cious calls of God's providence, word, and Spirit, and

remained indifferent to his holy commands, his awful

threatenings, and precious promifes, had their ears

opened to the inftructions of wifdom. Notwithstand-

ing they did not anfwer, when God called upon them;

though they did not hear, when he fpake to them in

the mod alluring manner ; though they did not re-

gard, when God ftretched out his hands to them, and
condefcended to fay, In returning and reft fhall ye

be faved : yet God, in fovereign mercy, was pleafed

to unftop their ears, to make them attend diligently

to the things fpoken concerning falvation, to in-

cline their ears to hearken diligently, and to come
unto him, that their fouls might live. In this man-
ner, were the deaf made to hear the words of this

book.

And the eyes of the blindJhallfee out ofobfcurity, &c.

At the fame time, and in the fame manner, that the

preceding article was fulfilled, the one now before us

received its accomplishment. Not a few of the blind,

who were deftitute of bodily fight, had their eyes

opened by Jefus Chrift, and his apoftles, to whom he

gave power to work this, as well as many other ftu-

pendous miracles. Some inftances truly aftonifhing

are mentioned by the infpired writers of the New
Teftament, by which, with many more palled over in

filence, this prediction was literally fulfilled. Befides,

like the former, it receives a fpiritual completion,

when
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when men, whom the god of this world hath blinded,

and whofe understandings are darkened through the

ignorance that is in them, have the eyes of their minds
opened to fee the light of the knowledge of the glory

of God, mining in the face of Jefus Chrift. When
God opens the ears, he likewife opens the eyes of fin-

ners, to fee the many wonders contained in his law

and gofpel, and his glory therein revealed. He dif-

pels the clouds of ignorance in which they were in-

volved : he removes the vail of corrupt prejudices,

and fenfual affections, which blinded their eyes : he

gives them to fee their need of the Saviour, and to

difcern their true intereft, duty, and happiuefs. In

confequence whereof, they who were fpiritually blind,

and never beheld any beauty or excellence in divine

objects, are made to fee out of that obfcurity and

darknefs in which they had been enveloped. Being

made light in the Lord, they walk as children of

light ; and thus this prediction is fulfilled in its fpi-

ritual fenfe. —How wonderful, how important, the

change foretold in this verfe ! The moft polifhed na-

tions in the world, who cultivated the moft ufeful

arts, have difcovered their ignorance and blindnefs,

with refpecfc to fpiritual and divine objects. For the

improvement of language, they invented grammar
and rhetoric ; for the afiiftance of reafon, they intro-

duced logic ; for foothing the paffions, they devifed

philofophy ; for the benefit of fociety, they framed

laws ; and for removing various bodily diftempers,

they prefcribed remedies: but how to cure their fpi-

ritual diforders, they were totally unacquainted, and

defective in the extreme. This affecting confidera-

tion ought to induce us highly to prize and improve

that revelation, which contains promifes of fuch in^

eftimable benefits as thefe we have now been explain-

ing. May you who have hitherto been deaf to the

awful alarms of wrath founded from mount Sinai,

and the kind invitations of grace fent from mount,

Sion, be made to hear the voice of the Son of God,
and
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and live ! May you who have been blind to the dread-

ful horrors, and glorious beauties, exhibited in this

book, have your eyes opened to fee them, that to-day

you may experience this fcripture fulfilled in your
cars!

19 The meek alfo mail increafe their joy in

the Lord, and the poor among men mall rejoice

in the holy One of Ifrael.

Thefe words point out another happy effect that

was to accompany the converfion of the Gentiles.

The perfons whom our prophet firft mentions, are

the meek. Though every divine grace be elfential, in

fome meafure, to the Chriftian character, there are

fome graces which are in a fpecial manner requifite,

and peculiarly amiable, in the followers of the Son of
God. Of this clafs, are thofe which are intimately

connected with the divine attributes, eminently mani-
fefted in the redemption obtained by jefus Chrift

;

which were wonderfully exemplified in his life and
death ; which are mod fuited to the defign he had in

view to accompiiih, and the endearing relation to

God to which we are advanced. Among thefe,

meeknefs holds a diftinguifhed place : and by this

lovely temper, the people of God are frequently de-

nominated. This remark is fo obvious to an atten-

tive reader of the Bible, that it is unneceflary to ad-

duce proofs and illuftrations. It may be of more im-

portance here to obferve, that the meek have learned

of Jefus Chrift, to be meek and lowly in heart ; and
that this choice fruit of his Spirit discovers itfelf, in

their temper toward God, in their conduct toward
their brethren, and their deportment as it refpects

themfelves. To the authority of God exprened in

his word, they yield a cheerful fubmifiion and obe-

dience. Diffident of themfelves, and fenfible of their

need of divine inftruction, they diligently ftudy to

learn more and more of the mind of God, and hear-

tily
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tily acquiefce in the intimations he is pleafed to give

them of his bleiTed will. Laying apart all filthinefs

and fuperfluity of naughtinefs, they receive with

meeknefs, modefty, and humility, the ingrafted word,

which is able to fave their fouls *. To the difpenfa-

tions of his providence, they yield with placid refig-

nation. Convinced that the Lord is righteous in all

his ways, however adverfe and afflictive they may ap-

pear for the prefent, they fubmit, without murmuring
or fretfulnefs, to whatfoever he is pleafed to appoint.

With correfponding difpofitions of mind, they adopt

the language of the excellent worthies mentioned in

fcripture, faying, ' The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
* taken away ; bleiTed be the name of the Lord f•

* The will of the Lord be done
J.'

To their bre-

thren, even to all men, they mew meeknefs. Not
eafily provoked to rafh anger, to fevere cenfure, to

fruitless contention, or finful revenge, which ruffles

the temper, and tempts to retaliate, they patiently

bear the indignities and injuries that are done to them.

In all their tranfa&ions, they avoid, with caution, giv-

ing juft ground of orTence to perfons of any defcrip-

tion ; and carefully endeavour, upon all occafions, to

reprefs the rifings of refentment. When required to

give a reafon of the faith and hope that is in them,

they do it with meeknefs and fear ; when called to

inftrucl thofe who oppofe themfelves, they act in the

fame manner, if peradventure God will give them re-

pentance, to the acknowledgment of the truth.

With refpecl: to themfelves, meeknefs teaches them,

the important lelTons of moderating their defires, of

ruling their fpirits, and fubduing their paiTions, ac-

cording to the precepts contained in the word of

God. It difpofes to the humble felf-denied perform-

ance of the various duties incumbent upon them, in

their feveral Rations and relations, that, in all lowli-

nefs and meeknefs, they may walk worthy of the vo-

* James i. 21. f Job i. 21. J A&s xxi. 14.

cation
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cation wherewith they are called. Perfons of this

defcription,

Shalljoy in the Lord. Joy is that pleafant affection

which arifes in the mind, from the agreeable profpect,

or actual pofleflion, of fome fubftantial or defirable

benefits. Sorrow enfeebles the foul, contracts the

heart, and deprefles the fpirits ; whereas joy invigo-

rates the mind, expands and enlivens the intellectual

powers. A merry heart does good like a medicine.

There are two kinds of joy: the one is earthly, and
arifes from the hope or the enjoyment of the good
things of this world; the other, which is heavenly,

refults from the profpect or porTeiTion of fpiritual arid

eternal bleflings. The former is natural to us, as we
are the pofterity of the firfl Adam, who was of this

earth, and earthy; and fprings from the objects that

are fuited to our earthly bodies. The latter is pecu-

liar to thofe who are connected with the fecond

Adam, the Lord from heaven ; and proceeds from
celeitial objects, fuited to our renovated powers. The
former is extremely precarious and fhort-lived. The
latter is fublime, permanent, fatisfying, and increas-

ing. The former mud not be altogether excluded

:

for it is written, c The meek fhall inherit the earth ;T

and it is highly becoming, that they rejoice in that

inheritance, which is the gift of our heavenly Father.

The latter, however, is chiefly intended, even that fa-

cred joy, which is the fruit of the Spirit, that flows

from peace with God through the Lord Jefus Chriit,

delight in the ways of his commandments, and the

animating view of eternal glory. It is emphatically

denominated, joy in the holy Ghoft ; and terminates

in the Lord Jehovah, whofe infinite glory is difplayed

in his works, whofe fupreme authority is exprefled in

his commands, and whofe everlalting faithfulnefs is

pledged in his promifes. His facred name is there-

fore frequently prefixed in fcripture, to the account

given of the works that he hath done, to the precepts

that he hath delivered, and the promifes that he hath

Vol. II. 4 L made

;
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made ; and fubjoined to thofe devout affections which
have a fpecial reference to him. The meek (hall

joy in the glorious perfections, and univerfal domi-

nion of Jehovah the Father, who is their all-fufficient

portion, the eternal fource from whence they derive

temporal, fpiritual, and eternal bleffings. They (hall

rejoice in the effential glory, the profound humilia-

tion, the divine doctrines, and perfect atonement of

Jehovah the Son, in his complete victory obtained

over their enemies, and his high exaltation to the

right hand of the eternal majefty. They fhall joy in

Jehovah the Holy Ghoft, as their Sanctifier, Guide,

and Comforter, who fubdues their iniquities, who re-

news their natures, who leads them unto all truth,

who ftrengthens them with all might, and adminifters

to them confolation in all their diitreffes.- Accord-

ing to the prediction before us,

The meekJhall increafe theirjoy in the Lord. When
the gofpel of God comes unto men with power, and
furniflies them with a meek and quiet fpirit, they

never fail to experience fome degree of joy. Accord-

ingly we read, in the Ads of the Apoftles, that thofe

who were added unto the church, gladly received the

word, that contains good tidings of great joy. It is

recorded, in the account given of the converfion of

Zaccheus, that, after our Lord called him, he came
down, and received him joyfully. In the hiflory of

the jailer's converfion, it is laid, that he rejoiced, be-

lieving in God with all his houfe. Thefe remarks

perfectly accord with what our Lord hath affirmed,

that when a man hath found the treafure hid in a

field (by which fimilitude the kingdom of heaven is

meant), for joy thereof, he goeth and felleth all that

he hath, and buyeth that field. This joy, however, is

comparatively little at its commencement, in refpect

of what it afterward gradually advances to. The joy

attained by the meek of the earth, is progreffive ; and
though in the beginning it be fmall, yet in the latter

end it fhall greatly increafe, and be like the path of

the
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the juft, which fhineth more and more unto the per-

fect day. In the New Teflament therefore, where the

promifes recorded in the Old, are often improved for

direction in duty, the faints are required to grow in

grace, to increafe mere and more in all the fruits of

righteoufnefs ; of which, joy is one happy effect In

obedience to fuch precepts, they go from one degree
of grace and (Irength unto another, until they arrive

before God, perfeft in Zion ; and in proportion as

they make progrefs in other graces and duties, their

joy in the Lord increafes. As they grow in fubjec-

tion to the divine authority, in resignation to the di-

vine difpofals, in bearing provocations from men, and
in regulating their temper by the word of God, their

joy in the Lord, as here promifed, fhall be progref-

fively augmented, until it become joy unfpeakable,

and full of glory.

And the poor among men Jhalt rejoice in the holy One

of IfraeL Man being conftituted of foul and body,
he may be faid to be rich or poor, in reference to

either his bodily or fpiritual interefts. He is out-

wardly poor, refpe&ing things that relate to this pre-

fent life, when he hath no more than barely anfwers

his temporal neceflities, and is in great meafure defti-

tute of means requifite to fupply his wants. This
clafs of people, to whom our Lord faith, the gofpel is

preached, are not here chiefly intended ; for many of

them, in the midft of their poverty, have proud and
ftubborn hearts, altogether unprepared for rejoicing

in the holy One of Ifrael. The perfons whom our

prophet had principally in view, are the fpiritually

poor, who are deeply fenfible of their inward neceffi-

*ies, and their need of the true riches ; who are im-

portunate with God, and diligent in the ufe of ap-

pointed means, to get their wants relieved. In few

words, they are the meek, the humble and lowly in

heart, the felf-denied, who conftantly depend upon
God for all that they enjoy, and hope to receive.

But as this character is fimilar to the one mentioned
in
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in the preceding article, it is unneceflary to enlarge.

—

Concerning perfons of this defcription, it is foretold,

They jhall rejoice in the holy One of Ifrael. Though
the form of expreflion be varied, the perfon, in whom
the poor among men rejoice, is the fame Lord, in

whom the meek place their chiefefl joy. Notwith-

ftanding that in the eternal Godhead fubfifts, the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, yet thefe three

are One, the holy One of Ifrael ; who inftru&ed that

people, that the Lord their God is one Lord *. He is

perfectly holy, the living fource and pattern of all the

holinefs poffefied by his people, in every age of the

world ; and therefore he juftly merits this defigna-

tion. Having fpoken of the character here afcrib-

ed to God, when lecturing from chap. xiL of this

prophecy, I (hall conclude the illuflration of this

verfe, by requesting, that you endeavour to acquire

thefe amiable tempers of meeknefs and poverty of
*

fpirit. For this purpofe, cautioufly avoid every thing

inconfiftent with thefe lovely difpofitions. Diligently

improve every mean, whereby they may be attained

and improved. As thefe divine graces are fruits of

the Spirit, and the effects of his blefled operation,

continue inftant in prayer to the God of all grace 9

that he may beautify you with thefe amiable tempers.

Frequently contemplate their powerful influence, ex-

hibited in the life and fufferings of Jefus Chrift, until

you learn of him, to be meek and lowly in heart.

Then may you hope, that God will guide you in

judgment, and teach you his way ; that you (hall in-

herit the earth, and be preferved in the undilturbed

polTemon of your inheritance ; that the kingdom of

heaven fhall be your portion j and that you fhall in-

crease your joy in the Lord.

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought,

and the fcorner is confumed, and all that watch

for iniquity are cut off.

* See Deut. vi. 4,

In
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In this and the 21ft verfe, our prophet foretels ano-

ther effect that was to accompany the miniftry of the

gofpel ; namely, the punifhment of the enemies of the

church, whom he particularly defcribes. For the

terrible one is brought to nought. Men who are tyran-

nical, rapacious, and cruel, appear formidable and
terrible to thofe who dread their power, and are

afraid of becoming a prey to them. The Chaldeans,

who were a ftrong martial people, are defcribed, by
the prophet Habakkuk, as a terrible nation. By the

terrible one, may be here meant, the fierce and
haughty perfecutors of the difciples of Jefus Chrift

;

fuch as Herod, Agrippa, and others, who flretched

forth their hands to vex the church. And the/corner

is confumed. The fcorner may denote, the proud
and arrogant, who caufe ftrife and contention ; who
make a mock of fin, and the threatenings denounced
againft tranfgrefTors ; who deride and contemn the

word and fervants of God. Of this fort, were thofe

blafphemous fcoffers, who traduced the apoftles of

Jefus Chrift, when filled with the Spirit, as drunk with

new wine, and ridiculed the do&rines which they

taught. And all that watch for iniquity are cut off.

Such were the Scribes and Pharifees, the chief priefts

and elders of the Jewifh people ; among whom were
Annas and Caiaphas, who confulted together how
they might take Jefus by fubtilty, and kill him*.
Such alfo were thofe who convened early and late,

and with the utmoft vigilance waited for an opportu-

nity, that they might get him condemned to the pu-

fiimment of the crofs. Concerning perfons of the

above defcriptions, it is affirmed, They are brought tt

nought—they are confumed—they are cut off. The ex-

preffions, which are of fimilar import, are all in the

prefent tenfe, and diverfified, to intimate the great-

nefs, the extent, and certain approach of the predicted

events, which were accomplished in their feafon.

* Matth. xxvi. 3, 4,

21 That
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21 That make a man an offender for a word,

and lay a fnare for him that reproveth in the

gate, and turn aiide the juft for a thing of
nought.

The fubjec~t introduced in the preceding verfe, is

here amplified and illufhated.-^—The perfons of

whom the prophet fpeaks, were thofe that make a.

man an offender for a word. Inftigated by hatred*

envy, and other malevolent difpofitions, they watch-

ed for opportunities of accufmg a man, however

good and righteous, under the flighted pretence,

even for the fmalleft unguarded expreffion, that, if

poflible, it might be made the ground of his con-

demnation. Such were the perfecutors of Stephen -
%

who, when they were not able to refifl the wifdom
and the fpirit by which he fpake, fuborned men
who faid, We have heard him fpeak biafphemous

words againft Mofes, and againft God. After which,

they thruft him out of the city, and ftoned him to

death *.—«

—

And lay afnare for him that reproveth in

the gate. The gate of the city was the place, in an-

cient times, where thofe who were inverted with au-

thority, difpenfed judgment and juftice among the,

people, and where the fervants of God reproved and

initru.cted them. For perfons efpecially of this lad

character, the men of whom our prophet fpeaks, laid

fnares, that they might entangle and apprehend them,

as dangerous members of fociety, and obnoxious to

men in power. Such were the violent men from

whom the prophet David requefted, that he might be

kept ; who, he fays, purpofed to overthrow his go-

ings, fpread a net for him by the way-fide, and let

ginsf. Such were the infidious Pharifees and Sad-

ducees, who perfecuted the apoftle Paul, formed a

confpiracy againft his life, and bound themfelves un-

der a curfe, that they would neither eat nor Urink

* Ads vi. 14. f Pfal. cxl. 5.

till
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till they had killed him *. And turn ajtde the jufi

for a thing of nought. They endeavoured, by various

means, to turn afide holy and upright men from
the good ways of the Lord : they reprefented them in

an odious light, and tried to pervert their righteous

caufe. This conduct received confiderable aggrava-

tion from its ferving no valuable purpofe, and being

attended with no real advantage to thofe who were
thus employed. Of this defcription, were the violent

treacherous perfons among the Jews, who pleafed not

God, and were contrary to ail men ; who perfecuted

not only their own prophets, but iikewife Jefus Chrift,

and his holy apoflles. Thefe, all thefe dangerous

enemies of the church of Chrift, were brought to

nought, confumed, and cut ofF, according to this

prediction, at the period wherein the Romans over-

turned the Jewifh church and Rate. Learn then

the certain defolation and overthrow of the enemies
of God's people, who, by various ways, endeavour
to annoy and perfecute them. Upon thofe who ob-

ftinately perfift in fuch criminal conduct, God, in

righteoufnefs, will execute the punilhment here de-

nounced. Notwitb (landing he fent his Son to die

for us, while we were yet enemies, yet thofe who re-

fufe to believe in him, who contemn and reject him,
(hall furely perifh. His abufed goodnefs will caufe

his wrath to burn, and his incorrigible adverfaries

mall be made to feel his righteous vengeance.

22 Therefore thus faith the Lord, who re-

deemed Abraham, concerning the houfe of Ja-
cob, Jacob fhall not now be afhamed, neither

fhall his face now wax pale.

Another confequence which was to refult from the

calling of the Gentiles, to participate in the benefits

q£ divine grace, is predicted in this and the two fol-

* Ads xxiii. 6. etfeq.

lowing
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Jowing verfes ; namely, the happy increafe of that fpi-

ritual Jfrael, in whom the image of the patriarch Ja-

cob was to fhine forth. Our prophet, when he

introduces any new fubject, of peculiar excellence and
importance, commonly begins with fome folemn pre-

face, fuited to the topic of difcourfe. This remark is

verified in the verfe before us, where the particular

branch of the prophecy we are now to confider, com-
mences with thefe emphatical words : Therefore thus

faith the Lord, who redeemed Abraham. God brought

him forth from Ur, of the Chaldees, from among an

idolatrous people, and conferred upon him many im-

portant benefits. He refcued him out of the hands

of his fpiritual enemies ; he delivered him from the

curfe of the law ; he blelTed him, and made him a

blefling ; he dignified him with the honourable name
of the Father of the faithful, and the Friend of God.
As the meek and poor among men, converted to the

faith of Jefus Chriit, were to be conducted, under

the fpecial care of divine providence, out of the land

of Judea, that they might carry the divine lamp of

the gofpel unto. all nations, that thepromifes made to

Abraham might be accompliihed, it is with peculiar

propriety that God is here defigned, the Redeemer

of that renowned patriarch. The prediction itfelf

relates to the houfe of Jacob : not his natural defend-

ants, many of whom had juft caufe to be afhamed ;

but to his fpiritual pofterity, who, like him, were

eminently porTerTed of the fpirit of grace and fupplica-

cation—who were Israelites indeed, in whom there

was no guile; the generation of them that feek the

face of the God of Jacob, who receive from him the

bleiling, and righteoufnefs from the God of falvation.

This houfe was compofed of thofe who were Jews in-

wardly, whofe circumcifion is that of the heart, in

the fpirit, and not in the letter ; whofe praife is not

of men, but of GodV Of them it is foretold,

* Rom. il. 29.

Jacob
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yacob jhall not now be ajhamed^ neither Jhall his face

wax pale. At the period to which this prediction re-

ferred, his fpiritual children were not to have any
reafon to be afliamed or afraid. Shame commonly
reddens the face ; fear diverts it of its vivid colour,

and makes it look pale. The expreflion may import,

that the caufes which had formerly operated to their

difgrace and reproach, and had excited many anxious

fears, were to be removed. Delivered from thofe

uneafy circumftances which contributed to diftrefs

them, and raifed fuperior to their enemies, they were

not to be confounded by unexpected difappointments,

nor intimidated by the opposition or contempt they

might meet with. In the exercife of humble confi-

dence, and holy fortitude, they were to be diligently

and fuccefsfully employed in the fervice of God.

Happy (late ! Shame and fear enfeeble the active

powers of the mind, and hinder the vigorous per-

formance of any arduous enterprife ; whereas con-

fidence and courage, in adhering to the gofpel of

Chrift, are accompanied withferenity and tranquillity

of foul. Arm yourfelves then, brethren, with the

fame mind : purfue your Chriftian warfare with un-

daunted intrepidity ; and folicitoufly avoid every

thing that might excite the uneafy paflions of fhame

and fear.

23 But when he feeth his children, the work
of mine hands in the midft of him, they mail

fan&ify my name, and fanctify the holy One of

Jacob, and fhall fear the God of Ifrael.

The agreeable event is here foretold, that was to cut

off all the occafions of reproach and difmay, which,

in other periods, had been flrongly felt by the church

of God.— The perfon of whom our prophet fpeaks,

is Jacob, who reprefented his fpiritual poflerity, that

refemble him in fpirit and practice ; and in whom he

may be laid to live, as parents do in their children.

Vol. II. 4 M The
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The children, whom he feeth in the midft: of him, or

of his houfe, are difcriminated from all other people

by this peculiar benefit, whereby God renews them
after his image, and forms them for his glory. That

they may come under this defcription in the full fenfe

of the words, he regenerates them by his grace, and

creates them in Chrift Jefus unto good works. This

conftitutes an eflential ingredient in the character of

the people of God, who are all righteous ; concerning

whom God thus fpeaks, ' They are the branch of my
c planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glo-

' rified V From all which, we learn, that the per-

fons whom Jacob was to fee in the midft of him, are

his fpiritual offspring, converts to God from among
the Gentiles, who were to be admitted into the

church of God, that they might participate in the di-

fHnguifhing privileges of his peculiar people. On
beholding this delightful fight, they fhall fanclify my
name. They fhall maintain a reverential rwe of the

divine majefty, a profound refpect for his glorious

characters and divine excellencies ; they fhall ap-

proach him, in his ordinances, with fuitable holy dif-

pofitions of foul ; they fhall humbly fubmit to the dif-

penfations of his providence, and perform his fervice

with fidelity and diligence. With elevated apprehen-

fions of his glory, they fhall celebrate his attributes,

difplayed in the wonderful work of man's redemption

by his own Son, and the no lefs aflonifhing work of

their renovation by the grace of the holy Spirit.

They fhall honour him by a holy and well-ordered

converfation ; and exprefs the fenfe that they enter-

tain of the purity of his nature, by the fanctity of

their lives. And fanclify the holy One of Jacob ;

who hath richly manifefted his infinite holinefs, in

his works, and in his word ; and who hath fet them
apart for himfelf, that they may fhew forth his

praife. And fhall fear the God of Jfrael. They

* Ifaiah Ix. 21.

fhall
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fhall revere his majefly ; they fhall adore his good-

nefs, dread his difpleafure, and admire the riches of

his grace. On thefe topics I fhall not enlarge, as

they frequently recur in our progrefs through this

prophecy. Such were the bleffed effects which were
to refult from the great increafe of the fpiritual chil-

dren of Jacob, at the time to which this prophecy
looked forward.

24 They alfo that erred in fpirit fhall come
to understanding, and they that murmured mail

learn doctrine.

Another admirable effect which was to accompany
the great event above predicted, was the converfion

of the patrons of error and fuperflition, who oppofed

the gofpel by falfe and delufive reafonings. They

alfo that erred in fpirit, &c. who formed wrong ap-

prehenfions concerning the perfections, the provi-

dence, and ways of God, were to have their miftakes

rectified refpecting thefe important objects. They
were to be inftructed in the great myfleries of godli-

nefs, and to become acquainted with the principles of

true wifdom and found underftanding. And they

that murmured, &c. Thofe who, under various pre-

texts, indulged in corrupt prejudices againft the

truth, and endeavoured, by evil furmifes, to bbftruct

its progrefs, and fubvert its influence, were to learn

the falutary doctrines of the gofpel, which make wife

unto falvation ; and, from the heart, to believe and
obey them. Such are the illuftrLous effects which,

according to this prophecy, were to attend the con-

version of the Gentiles. It received a partial ac-

complifhment in the apoftolic age of the church, and
fhall hereafter be more fully verified. Philofophers

and pretenders to learning, who,- after [peculating

upon various fubjects, actually proved infidels and
fceptics, were the men who chiefly oppofed the doc-

trine of the gofpel j and yet not a few of them, hav-

ing
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ing experienced its power, embraced Chriftianity, and
became ftriking inftances of the triumph of truth over

error. The genuine poilerity of lfrael, thofe who
were Ifraelites indeed, beheld thefe wonderful con-

quers at the commencement of the New-Teltament
difpenfation ; and having diverted themfelves of the

fhame and forrow which they felt, on feeing the de-

generate progeny of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, they

rejoiced at the glorious fuccefs of the gofpel, and the

increafe of the fpiritual pofterity of the Father of the

faithful. Let us confider the fulfilment which this

prophecy hath already received, as the fure pledge of

its future completion : and let us rejoice and be glad,

in the pleafing profpect of the numerous acceilion

which fhail hereafter be made to the church of God

;

when * he (hall fay to tfre north, Give up ; and to the
* fouth, Keep not back ^ bring my fons from far, and
* my daughters from the ends, of the earth ; even
* every one that is called by my name : for I hav§
* created him for my gloryV

* Ifalah xliii. 6, 7.

PRELIML
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

WE now enter upon the third fe&ion of the fe-

cond difcourfe, contained in the third book

of Ifaiah's Prophecies, wherein our prophet loudly

declaims againf^ the Ephraimites and Jews, for hav-

ing neglected their duty toward God, the fole Pro-

tector of his people ; and requefted afliltance from

Egypt, againft Affyria. .He foretels the unhappy
coniequences of that meafure, the future fortunes of

the church, and their deliverance from powerful ene-

mies, of which a remarkable inftance and pledge was

to be exhibited jn the overthrow of the Aflyrian

army. He ihews this perverfe and degenerate people,

who defpifed the divine protection and direction, and

turned their attention to Egypt, whofe favour and

afliftance they fupplicated by ambafladors and pre-

fents, that the project they had formed-, mould not be

accompanied with the wifhed-for fuccefs : on the con-

trary, it would expofe its abettors to fhame, reproach,

and certain deftruction. He informs them, that God,
who is jealous of his glory, would not grant them
deliverance, until, by true repentance, they peni-

tently returned to him, humbly implored his aflift-

ance, and repofed their confidence in hint alone; and
that then he would not only defend them from ene-

mies, but enrich them with temporal and fpiritual

blefTings. He acquaints them alfo, that the Almighty

was about to give an illuftrious difplay of his power
and righteoufnefs, by deflroying the forces of the

haughty Aflyrian monarch. From this (hort view

of the fubject, it is eafy to fee, that this difcourfe,

like thofe which we have already confidered, was in-

tended to reprove, to inftrud, to comfort and amend.
Our prophet, who obferved defection from God
fpring up, not only among the Ephraimites, but like-

wife among the Jews, great part of whom were ad-

dicted to hypocrify, infidelity, and formality in the

fervice
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fervice of Jehovah, like a faithful minifter of God,
proclaimed war againft thefe and other vices : he
boldly attacked the crimes they committed \ he com-
bated their incredulity ; he laid open their hypocrify,

and fecret wicked devices, in order to reach convic-

tion to their consciences, to reclaim them from fin,

and bring them to true repentance. If, after all his

efforts, united with thofe of his colleagues in office,

they obftinately perfifted in their tranfgreffions, their

pofterity might enjoy, in the accomplishment of his.

predictions, a fubftantial proof, that a prophet of the

Lord had been among them, and that their deftruc-

tion was of themfelves. This difcourfe, which is

compoled of two parts, the former being intended for

reproof, and the latter for confolation, is arranged in

the following order. The prophet begins with re-

proving the Ephraimites, for foliciting afliftance from
Egypt, and foretels the unhappy iflue of that foolifh

project, ver. i.—7. He then adminifters a iharp re*

proof to the people of Judah, who, at that time, fa-

voured the fcheme adopted by their brethren, and
denounces the judgments of God againft both king-

doms, ver. 8.— 18. The confolatory part of the dif-

courfe commences with an enumeration of the benefits

to be conferred upon the church, after the predicted

deliverance, ver. 19.—26. It concludes, with the

awful judgment which was to be inflicted upon the

-Aflyrians, and the terrible confequences wherewith it

mould be attended. The prophecy recorded in

this chapter, was probably delivered in the fecond or

third year of Hezekiah's reign, about the time that

Hofhea, the laft king of the Ephraimites, lent an em-

bafly into Egypt, with a view to form an alliance with

that kingdom, and to implore afliftance againft Sal-

manefer, king of Affyria, againft whom he had lately

confpired, as you read, 2 Kings xvii. 3, 4.

CHAR
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CHAP. XXX.

WO to the rebellious children, faith the

Lord, that take counfel, but not of me
;

and that cover with a covering, but not of my
fpirit, that they may add fin to fin.

God, by the prophet, begins this difcourfe, by re-

probating the device framed by the Ephraimites, of

aiking ailiftance from Egypt ; a circumftance which

forms the bafis of the following prophecy. The
wo denounced againfl the perfons defcribed in this

and the next verfe, may be confidered as including

all thofe complicated calamities which demonftrate

the divine indignation againfl: fin, and which are in-

flicted upon the obftinate tranfgrerTors of the law of

God. To claim the higheft attention to thefe aw-

ful threatened miferies, the folemn words are ufed,

Saith the Lord, The people upon whom this wo is

pronounced, are the rebellious children. The Mod
High had conferred upon them many important pri-

vileges : he had dignified them with the honourable

character of his children, whom he had nourifhed and

brought up ; he had condefcended to inftrucl: them

;

he had taken them under his gracious protection ; he

had liberally fupplied their neceffities ; and thus were

they laid under the ftrongeft obligations to honour

and obey him. Notwithfianding all this profufion of

kindnefs, they proved rebeiiious. They withheld

from him that efteem, reverence, and Subjection,

which he claimed as his unqueftionable right : they

burft afunder the bands whereby he had connected

them with himfelf, and caft his cords from them, dis-

covering their avowed practical contempt of his facred

authority, and the perverfuy of their difpofition, by
applying for ailiftance to Egypt rather than to God,
who, for many ages, had been their Protector and
Guardian.——Beware, my friends, of every thing

whereby
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whereby you may incur this odious character, and
expofe yourfelves to mifery and wo. Entertain high

and honourable thoughts of your heavenly Father

;

cordially fubmit to his righteous laws and difpenfa-

tions ; and place unfhaken confidence in his wifdom,

power, and faithfulnefs, who will not cad off his

people, nor forfake his inheritance*

That take counfel, but not of??ie> &c. Thefe rebel-

lious children did not act rafhly and precipitately,

but profecuted with coolnefs the defigns which they

formed, after mature deliberation and confutation

with thofe whofe opinion they valued. God how-
ever, who had been to them a Father and a Friend,

they acknowledged not, though, in every condition,

they flood in abfolute need of his aid and conduct.

They could not be ignorant, that afking afliftance

from Egypt, and forming alliance with that people,

from whoie power they had been miraculoufly deli-

vered, by the ftretched-out arm of Jehovah, mult

have been exceedingly oiTenfive to him. Confcious

that they were adopting meafures which God highly

difapproved, they declined to confult him on this

occafion, and followed the dictates of their own cor-

rupt minds. Thus they rejected his counfel ; they

contemned his authority, disregarded his providence,

and prefumptuouily preferred human counfel and af-

(illance to divine direction and defence. Senllble

of our own ignorance, weaknefs, and folly, and our

inability to direct our fleps, in every ftation and con-

dition in life, let us acknowledge God in all our

ways, and entreat that he will guide us by his coun-

fel. Let us befeech him to preferve us from the

ways of fin, and to conduct us in the paths of righ-

teoufnefs, for his name's fake.

Arid that cover with a coverings but not of myfpirit,

&c. A covering is uied to fcreen from the florm, to

defend from danger, to preferve from fhame and con-

fufion of face. * The people of Ephraim beheld the

florm thickening around them \ danger flared them
in
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in the face, whilft they dreaded the approach of dif-

grace and contempt. In this perilous fituation, they

looked out for affiftance and protection: and after

deliberating for fome time, they fixed upon Egypt, as

bed adapted to be their defence ; and under its wings,

they purpofed to take refuge. This covering was not

ofGod'sffirit. He had not provided it for them ; he
had not, by his word, or his fervants the prophets, al-

lowed or directed them to ufe it : on the contrary,

they were exprefsly prohibited from having recourfe

to Egypt for aid or relief, in feafons of impending
danger and diftrefs. Neverthelefs, they adopted this

ill-fated meafure.— That they might add Jin to Jinm

Inftead of turning to the Lord, in the time of threat-

ening calamity, they trefpafied againft him yet more
and more ; and, to difobedience to his authority, they

added the fin of defpifmg his counfel. By acting in

this manner, they contracted aggravated guilt, and
expofed themfelves to divine judgments. Take
heed then, efpeciaily in feafons of alarm, that you
cover not yourfelves with a covering, that is not of
God's fpirit. Of thefe, there are great variety, none
of which can effectually fecure you from approaching

evil. Think not, that, in the day of the revelation of
the righteous judgment of God, you (hall find fafety

under the covering of external reformation, which
proceeds not from inward renovation of heart; or

from acts of piety and devotion, that are not accom-
panied with the exercife of juftice, mercy, and cha-

rity. Think not to find refuge in prefumptuous hopes

of divine mercy, if you perfift in flighting and abufing

it ; or under a cloak of public religion, and fiery zeal

againft thofe who differ from you, whilft you remain
indifFerent to perfonal godlinefs. Endeavour to cover

with that complete covering which God hath provid-

ed, and to have it effectually applied to you by his

Spirit ; then may you hope to be quiet from fear of

evil.

Vol. II. 4 N 2 That
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2 That walk to go down into Egypt (and

have not afked at my mouth), to ftrengthen

themfelves in the ftrength of Pharaoh, and to

truft in the fhadow of Egypt.

Thefe words defcribe more particularly, the fin com-
mitted by the rebellious children, againft whom mifery

and wo were denounced in the preceding verfe. Not-

withftanding the oppreflion and bondage which their

forefathers fuftained in the land of Egypt, from which

they were wonderfully refcued by the omnipotent arm
of Jehovah, many of them, at different times, ex-

preffed defires of returning thither. Such was their

confidence in an arm of flefh, and fuch their foolifh

attachment to the Egyptians, that, on feveral occa-

fions, and particularly on the prefent emergency,

they had recourfe to them for afTiftance. They fent

ambaffadors to the king of Egypt, requefting his aid

againft the Affyrians, who came and befieged Samaria

three years *. The meifengers who were difpatched

on that bufinefs, acting as the reprefentatives of the

Ephraimites, that people are faid to have gone down
to Egypt. The defign of this embaffy is thus ex-

prefled : To ftrengthen themfelves in the ftrength of

Pharaoh. Pharaoh, you know, was, in ancient times,

the name of the kings of Egypt ; whofe ftrength con-

fided in their riches, their military forces, and parti-

cularly their cavalry, which, at this peribd, were re-

nowned for their excellence, as well as their num-
bers. And to truft in the fhadow of Egypt. The
exprefhon may probably allude to the fituation of that

country, which is fortified by nature, on the north\

and fouth, by two extenfive ridges of mountains,

whofe fhade reached a confiderable way over the

valley-grounds ; and therefore it was called, the land

fhadowing with wings. The fhadow of Egypt mufl

here denote, the protection and defence which the

J See 2 Kings xvii. 3. etfeq.

people
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people of Ephraim expelled to receive from that

kingdom, and upon which they depended for fafety

from the Affyrians. The peculiar aggravation

which attended this conduct, is ftated in the middle

of the verfe

:

And have not ajked at my mouth. As men commu-
nicate their fentiments to one another by means of

words, which proceed from the mouth, fo to afk at

one's mouth, is to afk his opinion or advice. The re-

bellious children, whofe perverfe difpofition is here

reprefented, did not inquire of God's fervants, nor

confult his word, that they might learn, if he ap-

proved of their application to Egypt for afliftance,

and if he would be pleafed to accompany this

meafure with his blefling. This project, which was
of their own devifing, at all events they were deter-

mined to carry into execution ; and, on that account,

they are fharply reproved and threatened. God had
gracioufly promifed to be their defence from all their

enemies, if they would truft in him, and renounce

every other confidence. It was therefore a heinous

crime, deferving fevere rebuke, to abandon their

hopes of divine protection, and to feek aid from thofe

who had oppreffed and afflicted their fathers.

After that people refufe to own their dependence

upon God, and abufe the benefits they have received,

they are juflly withheld, and they are allowed to

follow their infatuated counfels. Inftead therefore of

being furprifed, when we obferve men adopting mea-

fures that are imprudent and foolifh, we ought rather

to be humbled for their fin, of not acknowledging

God, which probably gave occafion to fuch a difplay

of folly. The direction which the all-wife God is

pleafed to afford to thofe who afk, and thankfully ac-

cept of his counfel, is altogether unmerited ; and thofe

who flight and contemn it, cannot juflly expect any

thing elfe than fhame and difappointment. ' If any
c of you^lack wifdom, let him afk it of God, who

' giveth
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* giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not?
c and it fhall be given himV

3 Therefore fhall the ftrength of Pharaoh be

your fhame, and the truft in the ftiadow of

Egypt your confufion.

In this and the four following verfes, our prophet

foretels the miferable confequences that were to refult

from the confederacy which the pofterity of lfrael

formed with the Egyptians, and the dependence
which they placed upon them for help. The Pha-

raohs, who were kings over Egypt, were anciently

very powerful monarchs, and could have brought ex-

ceeding numerous armies into the field of battle. All

their boafted ftrength, and expected protection, were
to terminate in difappointment and confufion to the

Ephraimites, who foolimly trufted in them for de-

fence. This is fo clearly expreffed in the words be-

fore us, as to require little explanation : but the im-

portant truth they contain, we need much, if I miftake

not, to have impreffed upon our minds.-. c Curfed
4

is the man that trufteth in man, and maketh flefh

* his arm, whofe heart departeth from the Lord his

* God/ They that truft in themfelves, or in the

Wealth and power of other men, (hall be afhamed and
confounded : all of them fhall go to confufion toge-

ther. There is not a more certain way to difappoint-

ment and forrow, than to truft in the creature for

fafety and afliftance, as is abundantly evident from
many paflages of fcripture, and particularly the one
now under our confideration. Put not then your truft

in princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom there is no
help. Truft in that almighty Jehovah alone, who is

able to afTift and fave you. Rely wholly on the con-

dud of his infinite wifdom, the protection of his om-
nipotent arm, the riches of his fovereign mercy, and

* James i. 5.

the
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the promifes fecured by his unchangeable veracity.

Then may you adopt the words of our prophet

;

* The Lord God will help me, therefore I (hall not
• be confounded, and I know that I {hall not be
' afhamedV

4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his am-
bafladors came to Hanes.

The ambaffadors fent by Hofhea, king of Ifrael, on
their arrival in Egypt, found the (late of affairs in that

kingdom extremely adverfe to the defign of their em-
baffy ; and foon perceived, that the bufinefs they were
fent to negotiate, would not be attended with defire<J

fuccefs. The princes, or great men, difpatched by
the Ifraelitifh monarch, arrived, according to this pre-

diction, at Zoan •, which was anciently a celebrated

city in Lower Egypt, where the kings of Egypt had
their refidence, and kept their court with great mag-
nificence. The other city, called Hanes, where the

ambaffadors arrived, is not mentioned by this name
at leaft, in any other place of fcripture that I know of.

Commentators differ in opinion concerning it : but as

it is of no great moment for you to be acquainted with

their conjectures, I fhall not trouble you with a detail of

them. Dr. Lowth, in a Note upon this verfe, obferves,

that fix Manufcripts read the Hebrew word which
fignifies in vain. This tranflation gives a good fenfe

to the paffage, and may probably be the true reading

;

which denotes, not that the perfons intruded with the

embaffy from Ephraim, came to the city Hanes, but

that they came to Zoan in vain, finding that it would
not be attended with any important good effects.

5 They were all afhamed of a people that

could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit,

but a fhame, and alfo a reproach.

* Ifaiah 1. 7.

Tht*
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This verfe expreflfes, in flrong terms, the igno-

miny and difgrace which accompanied this fruitlefV

negotiation with Egypt. After meeting probably

with a cold reception from Pharaoh and his cour-

tiers, the requeft of afliftance, made by the ambafla-

dors of the Ifraelites, was either plainly refufed, for

reafons I pretend not to explain ; or they might be
informed, that troops fufficient for their relief, could

not be marched into their country fo foon as they

wifhed ; or that they had reafon to fufpect, that the

forces they might fend to their aid againfl AflTyria,

might prove perfidious to the interefts. of Ephrainu
Whatever anfwer was delivered on this occafion, the

princes of Hofhea were afhamed and confounded, at

the mortifying difappointment of their fanguine ex-

pectations. So far were the Egyptians from helping

and profiting them in the time of their need, that they

proved to them a fhame and a reproach. The ene-

mies of Ifrael would probably taunt them, as Rab-
fhakeh, commander of the Aflyrian army, upbraided

the Jews : ' Behold (faid he) thou trufteft upon the
* ftaff of this bruifed reed, even upon Egypt, on
c which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and
* pierce it : fo is Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to all thajt

' truft in himV
6 The burden of the beads of the fouth : into

the land of trouble and anguifh, from whence
come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery

flying ferpent, they will carry their riches upon
the moulders of young affes, and their treafures

upon the bunches of camels, to a people that

fhall not profit them.

Our prophet, having foretold the difappointment

and reproach which were to attend the embafly fent

into Egypt by the king of Ifrael, proceeds, in this

* 2 Kings xviii. 21.

verfe*
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verfe, to mention a circumdance that would greatly

aggravate the folly and difgrace of the Ephraimites.—

The burden of beqfts of thefouth (fupply if you pleafe,

to render the prediction more plain and intelligible)

fhall be carried into the land of trouble and anguijh, &c.

Along with the princes, there were fent into Egypt,

according to the cuftom of the times, beads, fuch as

afles and camels, loaded with rich prefents to Pha-

raoh and his courtiers, intended to conciliate favour,

and to obtain fuccours from that powerful monarch.
The animals employed in this fervice, are called beads

of the fouth, becaufe they were mod frequently ufed

in fouthern countries ; and particularly in Egypt,

which was fituated to the fouthward of Canaan : and
is thus emphatically defcribed in the next wprds, Into

a land of trouble and anguifi, &c. The Egyptians

were terribly opprefled by the tyranny of their

princes, who employed them in making thofe great

works, which were intended either for the benefit or

the ornament of the country, or to immortalize his

name by whom they were projected or executed.

Such were the temples, the pyramids, the labyrinths,

and other aftonifhing monuments of antiquity, power,

and grandeur, with which their kingdom abounded.

The people of Egypt were likewife didrefled by many
afflictive evils and calamities, peculiar to that country,

arifing from the intenfe heat of the climate, the inun-

dation of the Nile, and other caufes. And in times

of old, Egypt was a land of trouble and anguifli to

the progenitors of the Ephraimites; for there they

were made to ferve with rigour, and bitter anguifh of

foul *.— Our prophet farther defcribes it in thefe

words, From whence come the young and old lion, &c.

The lions made their dens among the reeds and
ruihes, which grew in great quantities, to a consider-

able height, in the marfhy rich foil of that country.

Vipers and ferpents alfo nedled among them in vad

• See Exod. \i. 8.

numbers j
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numbers ; and from thefe circumftances, well known
in Paleftine, the land of Egypt received the propheti-

cal defcription of which we have now feen the pro-

priety.

They will carry their riches , &c* The ambafladors

difpatched from Ifrael to Zoan, were to tranfport

the riches and treafures which they carried along

with them, upon young afies> and the bunches of

camels, the beads of burden that were molt proper

to go into Egypt. Thefe ufeful animals were to

carry the prefents of filver and gold, by which the

Ephraimites hoped to gain over the Egyptians to their

afliftance. Notwithflanding all the trouble and ex-

pences that this embaffy muft have coft, it was fent

to a people who were not to be of any real benefit to

thofe by whom it was projected and executed. Such
was the perfidy of the Egyptians toward Ifrael, that

the prophet Ezekiel was commanded to fay, in the

name of God, ' Behold, I am againft thee, Pharaoh,
* king of Egypt.—-I have given thee for meat to the
' beafts of the field, and to the fowls of the heaven *•

7 For the Egyptians fhall help in vain, and

to no purpofe : therefore have I cried concern-

ing this, Their ftrength is to fit ftill.

Any affiftance that Egypt might afford the Ephraim-

ites, was to prove ineffectual, according to this pro-

phecy, for accomplifhing any valuable end. 1 am
much pleafed with the fimple remark made by the

pious Matthew Henry, on the firft part of this verfe,

which may fuffice for its illuftration : " Thofe (faith

" he) that trufl in God, in his power, providence,
" and promifes, are never made afhamed of their

" hope ; but they that put their confidence in any
" creature, will, fooner or later, find it a reproach to

,

w them. God is true, and may be trufled ; but every

* Ezek.-*xix. 3. 5.

" man
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" man is a liar, and mud be fufpe&ed. The Crea-
w tor is a rock of ages ; the creature is a broken reed

;

" we cannot expect too little from man, or too much
" from God." Therefore I cried concerning this

ineffectual aflidance, which the Israelites might re-

ceive from Egypt. Ifaiah reminds the rebellious

people to whom he was fent, that he had lifted up his

voice, and loudly remonflrated with them on this

fubjecl:, that ail concerned might know, that he was
deeply interefted in this affair, and that they ought
diligently to attend to the meffage which he was in-

truded to deliver by the Moil High ; of which this

is the fum.

—

TheirJirength is toJitJiilL The drength
and fafety of the Ephraimites would have been moft
effectually promoted, by abdaining from forbidden

meafures of procuring deliverance from threatened

danger. By taking unlawful fteps for their preferva-

tion, they would accelerate their ruin, and rather

weaken than increafe their ftrength. The defign

which they had in view, was not to be effectually

promoted by going down to Egypt for help, and by
forming alliance with Pharaoh. Their fafety con-

fided in trufting in the Lord God of their fathers,

and quietly waiting for his falvation, in the diligent

ufe of appointed means. This is indeed, my bre-

thren, the bed way to acquire drength for perform-

ing duty, and fudaining afflictions ; for ' except the
* Lord build the houfe, they labour in vain that build
4

it : except the Lord keep the city, the watchman
* waketh but in vain *. Wait then on the Lord ; be
* of good courage, and he (hall drengthen thine
c heart : wait, I fay, on the Lord f

.'

8 f Now go, write it before them in a table,

and note it in a book, that it may be for the

time to come for ever and ever.

* Pfal. cxxvii. 1. f Pfal. xxvii. 14.

Vol. II. 4 O The
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The portion of our prophet's difcourfe on which

we now enter, was probably directed, not only to the

Ephraimites, but to the Jews, who favoured the

fcheme their brethren had projected. It commences,

by reciting the order he received from God, to com-
mit to writing what he was about to deliver in the

hearings of this perfidious people, that fo it might

never be loft: or forgotten, but be tranfmitted uncor-

rupted to lateft pofterity. Before the ufeful arts,

which are highly ornamental to fociety, arrived at

any degree of perfection, the ancients wrote, or en-

graved, in brafs, lead, or flone ; or upon the barks of

trees, or {kins of animals ; and afterward on Egyptian

papyrus, prepared for that purpofe. Two methods of

writing were in ufe in the days of Ifaiah. The one

was performed by an iron pen, or engraving inftru-

ment, upon writing-tables, made of brafs, wood, or

fome other materials ; which were fometimes covered

over with wax, in which the letters were formed

;

and, at other times, they were cut into the metal of

timber. In reference to this mode of writing, Job
thus expreffed his ardent wifh :

* Oh that my words
* were now written ! Oh that they were printed in'a
c book ! that they were graven with an iron pen and '

* lead, in the rock for ever * !' The other was exe-

cuted upon parchment, and fkins of beafts, prepared

for the purpofe, which, being joined together, were
rolled upon a piece of wood. In this manner, did

Baruch, the fcribe, write the words of the prophet

Jeremiah, with ink, upon a roll of a book f . The com-
mand received by Ifaiah, relative to the following ar-

ticle of his difcourfe, comprifed both thefe modes of

writing. He was required to write it upon a table,

that it might be before the eyes of the people ; and to

note it in a book, that it might be preferved entire,

for the inftru&ion of future ages. It is therefore

added,

* Job xix. 23, 24. f See Jer. xxxvi.

Thai.
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That it may befor the time to comefor ever and ever.

The defign of recording what follows, was, that the

mark of infamy (lamped upon the character of this

rebellious treacherous people, might be indelible, and
preferved in remembrance throughout all fucceeding

generations. It fefves to fhew poiterity, in after-ages,

the foolifh vain counfels and practices adopted by the

children of Ifrael—to demonstrate the divine equity

and righteoufnefs in the difpenfations of providence,

whereby they were feverely punifhed for their perver-

fity and wickednefs—and to convince the profefling

people of God, in every period, of the extreme folly

and danger of feeking and trufting to human aid, in

neglect and contempt of divine affiftance. Notwith-

itanding the unfuccefsfulnefs of the Ephraimites, and
the folemn admonitions of the prophets of the Lord,

the Jews afterward adopted the fame meafures which
proved destructive to their brethren. Zedekiah, king

of Judah, unmindful of the engagements he entered

into with the king of Babylon, broke the treaty he had

made with the Chaldeans, depending upon the king of

Egypt for that protection he was unable to grant *.

—

Bleffed be God, that the Book of the Prophecies of

Ifaiah, wherein this prediction is noted, hath been

tranfmitted to us, who live in thefe lafl days, in this

ifland, afar off upon the fea ; that they are in our

hands, and that we have frequent opportunities of

reading and hearing them explained ! Thankful for

the ufeful information, and fharp reproof, adminifter-

ed, in this pafTage, to thofe who place their confidence

in an arm of flefh, let us wifely improve it, for the

valuable purpofes which it is well fuited to promote.

9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children,

children that will not hear the law of the Lord.

Our prophet proceeds to record what he was com-

manded to write, that it might be kept in perpetual

* See Jer. xxxvii.

prefervation.
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prefervation. The character here given to the po-

fterity of Ifrael, originated in their woful apoftafy

from God, their continued oppofition to the divine

authority, and frequent defections into idolatry, not-

withstanding the admonitions they received from the-

fervants of Jehovah. Perfons are (leemed rebellious,

who traitorouily take up arms againft their lawful

fovereign, who refufe fubjec~Hon to the eftablifhed laws

of the kingdom, and endeavour to overthrow the con-

flituted form of government which they were bound
to fupport. In this manner, the people of which

Ifaiah fpeaks, incurred this character, by renouncing

obedience to the laws promulgated among them by

the Moft High, by defpifing his ordinances, burfting

afunder the facred obligations whereby they were

bound to his fervice, making light of his favours,

fubverting that government he had eftablifhed

among them, and polluting his inheritance. The
cleared proofs of thefe afiertions occur in the facred

hiftory, in the writings of Mofes and the prophets,

and particularly in the books of Jeremiah and Eze-

kiel. Ye have been rebellious, faid their renowned
legillator, in his pathetic addrefs to them before his

death—' ye have been rebellious againft the Lord,
* from the day that I knew you. Behold, while I am
* yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious

* againft the Lord : and how much more after my
* death *,' is not eafy to fay. And in the words before

us, this odious character is exprefsly affigned to

them. To each of you, my friends, 1 fay what
God faid to Ezekiel, * Be not thou rebellious, like

* that rebellious houfe.' Rebellion againft a good
prince, and wholefome laws, is a deteitable crime,

that is often feverely punifhed. How much more
abominable and dangerous is rebellion againft the

King of kings, and his moft righteous laws ! Throw
down, then, thofe weapons whereby you have acted

* Deut. xxxi. 27.

in
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in hoftility againfl him, and cordially fubmit to the

Lord of heaven and earth, that he may guide you by
his counfel, govern you by his laws, and blefs you
with the accompliihment of his promifes.

Lying children. Children they were, no doubt

:

and fuch was the peculiar affection of God toward

them, fuch his tender care of them, that he vouch-

fafed to call himfelf their Father. 'lam (faith he)
4 a Father unto Ifrael, and F^phraim is my firft-born/

Among other privileges, he conferred upon them the

adoption of children ; fo that they had both the

name, and the right connected with it.^ But, alas

!

they proved lying children, who practically denied

their intimate relation to God, by refufing to yield

him that unlimited obedience which they promifed in

the moft folemn manner. They declared to Mofes,

in the moft explicit terms, * All that the Lord hath
* fpoken, we will do :' and their words to his fucceflbr

Jofhua, were of fimilar import ; * We will ferve the
4 Lord, for he is our God.* Notwithftanding thefe

repeated folemn declarations, they were often guilty

of the moft perverfe difobedience. Having publicly

affirmed what feemed to be their determined refolu-

tion, of yielding univerfal fubjection unto God, who
would have fuppofed, that they would have falfifled

thefe facred engagements? Though it is impoflible

that, by the moft fpecious afTurances, they could have

deceived God, whofe knowledge is infinite; yet he

fpake of them in fuch a manner, as plainly intimates

what might have been expected from the fentiments

they avowed : ' Surely they are children that will not
* lie : fo he was their Saviour.' Their conduct, how-
ever, fully proved, in many inftances, that they juftly

merited the character here given of them, that they

were lying children. Their perfidious conduct

ought to excite in us juft deteftation, accompanied
with a folicitous concern that we may avoid every

fpecies of falfehpod, efpecially the worft kind of it,

lying unto the God of truth.

Children
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Children that will not hear the law of the Lord,

God having become a Father unto Ifrael, and aflumed

them for his children, he dealt with them as he dealt

not with every nation. He honoured them above all

other nations, by committing to them his facred

oracles ; and giving them his law, comprehending

the wifeft and the moil: falutary precepts. And that

they might not be forgotten, or corrupted, he wrote

unto them the great things, or as the Hebrew word
fignifies, the excellent, the magnificent, the precious

things of his law, which were ftamped with his fu-

preme authority, and therefore claimed their higheft

attention. The Lord God of their fathers fent among
them his fervants the prophets, that they might ex-

plain his law, mew the true import of his ftatutes and
judgments, and excite them to the practice of thofe

duties which were therein required. But notwith-

Handing they were repeatedly called upon, with the

greateft earneftnefs and affection, to hearken to the

word of the Lord, they would not hear, they would
not underftand, they would not obey. Initead of cul-

tivating intimate acquaintance with the law of the

Lord, c that when they went, it might lead them

;

* that when they flept, it might keep them ; and
€ when they awaked, it might talk with them * ;*

they efteemed the important and interefting matters

that it contained, as a ftrange thing, in which they

had little or no concern. Juftly therefore are they

here defcribed, as children that would not hear the

law of the Lord. Think not that, by the grace of

the gofpel, you are exempted from this neceffary duty.

At the conclusion of the Old Teftament, after a re-

markable prophecy of the advent of the great Meffiah,

which is thus expreffed, ' Unto you that fear my
6 name, fhall the Sun of righteoufnefs arife with heal-

* ing under his wings f,' the following memorable

words are fubjoined, ' Remember ye the law of Mo-

* Prov. vi. 2%. f ^al* *v* 2 *

' fes.
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6
fes.' Though ye enjoy the clear light of the Sun

of righteoufnefs, and are favoured with the grad tid-

ings of falvation, ye mud never forget the law of the

Lord, or neglect to yield the obedience which it juftly

demands.

1 o Which fay to the feers, See not ; and to

the prophets, Prophefy not unto us right things,

ipeak unto us fmooth things, prophefy deceits.

The refufal of the rebellious children to hear the law

of the Lord, did not proceed merely from negligence,

but from deteftable pride, from hatred of the truth,

and impatience under reproof. Which fay to the

feers, See not. Seers and prophets feem to have been

names of fimiiar import ;
c for he that was called a

* Prophet (in the days of Saul, king of Ifrael), was
c beforetime called a SeerV In after-times, a diftinc-

tion was made between thefe two characters, as ap-

pears from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. where are mentioned,

the book of Samuel the feer, the book of Nathan the

prophet, and the book of Gad the feer. The feer

was probably a perfon who, by means of the vifions

and revelations wherewith he was favoured, was en-

abled to forefee approaching future events, of which
he gave notice to the people. The prophet was a

public teacher, inverted with authority from Jehovah,

not only to foretel future events, but to admoniih
men of their fin and danger, to inftruct them in the

knowledge of their duty, and to perfuade them to

perform it. To the feers, the rebellious children faid,

See not, &c. Far from properly efteeming perfons

of thefe descriptions, and faithfully improving the im-

portant advantages they might have enjoyed by their

means, they prefumptuouily endeavoured to (hut the

eyes of the feers, and to (top the mouths of the pro-

phets, who were employed in teaching them the right

* 1 Sam. ix. 9.

ways
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ways of the Lord. They met the fervants of God
with all the difcouragement and oppofition of which
they were capable ; and, inftead of receiving the rnef-

fages that they delivered with humble gratitude, they
fet themfelves in a way that was not good, vigoroufly

to withftand them.

Prophefy not unto us right things, &c. Thefe words
ftrongly exprefs the deep corruption of thofe by whom
they were uttered, and delineate a ftriking feature in

the chara&er of falfe prophets and their abettors.

The faithful fervants of God, by narrowly infpecling

the growing vices of the people among whom they

lived, and by the revelations they received from God,
became acquainted with the fecret fins and hypo-
crify that prevailed among them, againft which they

vehemently inveighed in their difcourfes. They
warmly remonftrated againft abounding iniquity;

they fharply reproved every fpecies of tranfgreffion

;

they exhorted the people to true repentance, and de-

nounced the moft awful judgments againft the impe-
nitent. The reverfe was the conduct of falfe prophets,

who themfelves indulged in luxury and diffipation

;

whilft they endeavoured to pleafe and flatter the

people, to connive at their vices, and to accommo-
date their difcourfes to their vitiated tafte. The re-

bellious children of whom our prophet fpeaks, re-

quefted, that thofe who exercifed the prophetical

office among them, would not prophefy fuch right

and fevere things as they had hitherto inculcated.

Speak unto us, faid they, fmooth and foft things,

though they may not be founded in truth. Prophefy
deceit and falfehood, that may not difturb our tran-

quillity, or awaken our fears and anxieties. Inftead

of (hewing the evil of our ways, and threatening us

with defolation and death, flatter us, by fair words,
with the agreeable profpect of the continuance of

fafety, liberty, and profperity. Gratify our wifhqs,

foothe our minds, with promifes of life, peace, and
happinefs, after we have been threatened with war,

mifery,



Ver. ii. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 66$

tnifery, and deftruclion. How prefumptuous and
audacious was their demand, in daring to feduce the

fervants of God from their fidelity, and to direct

them how to perform their Matter's work ! The truth

is, they could not endure found doctrine, faithful

reproofs, and falutary counfels ; and therefore they

wifhed, that the prophets would exchange their

wholefome admonitions for difcourfes that might be
palatable and pleafant. Jefus Chrift hath exprefsly

foretold, c That falfe prophets mall arife, and deceive
6 manyV Permit me therefore to addrefs you in the

words of the apoftle Peter :
' Seeing ye know thefe

' things before, beware left ye alfo, being led away
* with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
c

ftedfaftnefs. But grow in grace, and in the know-
* ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift

f.'

1 1 Get you out of the way, turn afide out

of the path, caufe the holy One of Ifrael to ceafe

from before us,

Thefe words contain another inftance of this rebel-

lious people's hatred of the truth, their contempt

of the word of God, and the faithful admonitions of

his fervants. The practice of iniquity, in which ob-

ftinate tranigreffors are employed, is here reprefented,

as a way wherein the multitude are fecurely walking ;

and the minifters of the Lord are viewed as (landing

by the way-fide, and thus addrefling the paifengers, in

their great Mailer's name :
c Forfake the foolifh, and

4
live ; and go in the way of underftanding. Enter

c not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the
* way of evil men. Avoid it, pafs not by it, turn
* from it, and pafs away $.' To the true prophets,

who performed this friendly office, this proud fafti-

dious people replied, in the words before us, Get you

out of the way y and give place to others better than

* Matth. xxiv. n. f 2 Peter iii. 17, 18. "J
Prov. iv. 14, 15.

Vol. II. 4 P you,
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you, who will fpeak to us in more pleafant agreeable

language. Ceafe from reproving, admonifhing, and

threatening, in which, for a long time, you have pro-

ceeded, and permit us to enjoy eafe and peace.

Caufe the holy One of Ifrael to ceafefrom before us. The
holy One of Ifrael was one of the titles which God
frequently aflumed, in the meffages that he fent to

this people ; and it was often mentioned by Ifaiah, in

the difcourfes which he delivered. In allufion to this

practice, the requeft of thefe profane perfons inti-

mates, that they were quite weary of the fermons

wherein this name and character was introduced,

which were become extremely naufeous and difagree-

able to them. It imports, their earneft defire that

our prophet might fpeak no more to them in this

name, at which they were offended ; and that he

would defift from faying any thing farther concern-

ing God, and the defigns of his providence. Such
was the froward and wicked language ufed by the

people to whom the prophets of the Lord were fent,

which is tranfmitted to us for our inftruction, in the

book of thefe prophecies, wherein it was ordered to

be recorded. Hence let us learn to beware of finding

fault with the word of God, of growing weary of the

wholefome admonitions it contains, of contracting a

fondnefs for fmooth things, and an averfion to any of

the falutary truths revealed by the holy One of IfraeL

Let us reverence every character under which he hath

been pleafed to fpeak to us, and efleem the words of

his mouth as pur necefTary food.

12 Wherefore thus faith the holy One of

Ifrael, Becaufe ye deipife this word, and truft in

oppreflion and perverfenefs, and flay thereon.

Before he denounces the awful judgments that were

to be inflicted upon this rebellious people, the prophet

acquaints them with the authority by which he fpake,

and fpecihes the crimes whereby they expofed them-

felves
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felves to fevere punifhment. Wherefore thus faith

the holy One of Ifrael, whom you ought to have fan&i-

fied, but whom you have wickedly contemned. Be
affured, that he will be exalted in judgment, and
fan&ified in righteoufnefs Firft, Becaufe ye defpife

this word ; the law of the Lord, and the prophecies

delivered by his fervants, particularly the prediction

relating to the vanity of trufting in Egypt. This ag-

gravated iniquity, as hath been already affirmed, is

one caufe of the deftruction that (hall certainly and
fuddenly feize upon you. And fecondly, Becaufe

ye truft in opprejfion and perverfenefs, andjiay thereon.

The oppreflion and perverfenefs wherein they con-

fided, were the rich treafures and prefents, extorted

from the people by fraud and violence, which were
fent down to Egypt on affes and camels. The tribute

which, according to treaty, they ought to have paid

to the king of Affyria, they perverfely offered to the

king of Egypt, in order to obtain his afiiftance. Or
the fraud, as the Hebrew word fignifies, and perverfe-

nefs wherein they trufted, might be the deceitful per-

verfe doctrines of the falfe prophets, on which they

foolifhly placed great dependence. In both fenfes of

the words, the Israelites and Jews were guilty of the

charge here brought againft them. Thus did God
clearly point out, the caufes which operated to bring

terrible defolation upon that people.- Sin, my bre-

thren, is the fource of all the calamities wherewith

God hath vifited the children of men. It expelled

the firft Adam from paradife ; it deluged the old

world with water ; it brought fire and brimftone from

heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities of

the plain ; it hath fpread the fword, famine, and pefti-

lence, among many nations ; it defolated the land of

Judea, and kindled the fire that confumed the city

and temple of Jerufalem ; and, in following ages, it

hath produced the moft direful effects in every quar-

ter of the world. And we may always conclude with

certainty, that wherever people are punifhed in the

manner
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manner our prophet foretels, fin is the procuring

caufe. Let us then carefully avoid that abominable

thing which God hateth ; and when not repented of,

he never fails to teflify his difpieafure againft the

tranfgreffors.

13 Therefore this iniquity fhall be to you as

a breach ready to fall, fwelling out in a high

wall, whofe breaking corneth fuddenly at an

inftant.

The punifhment of the crimes mentioned in the

preceding verfe, is, in this and the following one, re-

presented by two fignincant emblems of peculiar ele-

gance. In the firft, the people of Ifrael and Judah,

on account of the eminence and grandeur to which

they were elevated, are compared to a high wall,

Through the favour of Providence, thefe kingdoms
had been raifed to great opulence, power, and fplen-

dor : they had become confpicuous in the eyes of

the nations, on account of the grandeur of their

princes, the number of their military forces, the mul-

titude and flrength of their fortified cities. In refpect

of privileges, they were exalted to heaven. They en-

joyed thofe important prerogatives, whereby they ex-

celled all the other nations of the earth ; infomuch

that their renown went forth among the Heathen
for beauty, which, faid the Lord God, was perfect

through his comelinefs put upon them #
. There-

fore this iniquity Jhall be to you as a breach ready to

fall, &c. The fin whereby they defpifed the word
of the Lord, the inflruclions of his fervants, and even

the name of the holy One of Ifrael, and fought aiTift-

ance from Egypt, was to prove ruinous to them, as

the fwelling out in a high wall. Under this iimili-

tude, the pfalmift predicted the overthrow of his ene-

mies :
' As a bowing wall fhall ye be, and as a totter-

* ing fence j-.' The breach, or bulge, which is fup-

f See Ezek. xvi. 14. f Pfal. lxii. 3.

pofed
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pofed to have been in the lower part of the wall, as

often happens in old buildings, might fignify, the in-

folence and pride whereby the poilerity of lirael were

puffed up, in the confidence of being aided by the

Egyptians. And as the fall of a high wall, that is

occafioned by its proje&ing over the foundation, and

burfling out in the lower part, is commonly fudden,

great, and unexpected ; fo, in thefe refpecte, it repre^

fented the overthrow of the Ephraimites and Jews.

This iniquity here referred to, was to be the caufe of

the fall of both thefe kingdoms : and, in fact, it proved

fo, firft to the Ephraimites, who, by their perfidy,

ftirred up Shalmanefer, king of AfFyria, to execute

vengeance upon them ; and then to the jews, who,

by their treachery, provoked God to deliver them into

the hands of the Affyrians and Chaldeans.

14 And he ffiall break it as the breaking of

the potters veffel, that is broken in pieces, he

(hall not fpare ; fo that there fhall not be found,

in the burfling of it, a fherd to take fire from

the hearth, or to take water withal out of the

pit,

The predicted deftruction, which was to terminate

in the entire diffolution of the Ifraelirifh ftate, is here

iiiuflrated by a new iimilitude. —The firft claufe of

the verfe might have been tranflated thus :
" And its

" breaking, or burfling, fhall be as the breaking of
" the»potter's veflel." The truth affirmed in the

middle of the verfe, namely, that Almighty God
(who feems to be the Perfon fpoken of) fhall not

fpare, is plainly fuppofed in the comparifon here

ftated. He w7as to give the Ephraimites fuch a fevere

blow, fuch a terrible flroke, as they would not be

able to recover from ; in confcquence whereof, they

mould befo mattered to pieces, that, as a people,

they were to become unprofitable and ufelefs. As an

earthen veffel that is broken to fhivers, becomes unfit

for
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for any valuable purpofe, even for taking a little fire

from the hearth, or a little water from the pit or

well ; in like manner, that people were to be fo

broken, that there was not to remain one among
them who would be able to alleviate the common ca-

lamity, or afford any fubftantial fervice for promot-

ing the public benefit. So general was to be the de-

ftru&ion that mould befal them, that none of them
was to be capable of repairing the breach made
among them, or of refloring the kingdom to its for-

mer found Mate.-.—-To this deplorable condition were

the Ephraimites to be reduced, as the juft punifh-

ment of their fins, as our prophet had repeatedly fore-

told ; and from facred hiftory it is abundantly evi-

dent, that the predictions were exactly verified.——

-

God, my brethren, defolates the mofl powerful king-

doms, after they have long perfifted in grievoufly

provoking him to anger by their fins. The impiety,

the injuftice, the cruelty, and treachery, which abound

in nations and empires, prove to them like a bulge

in a high wall, which forbodes its future downfal

;

and, in progrefs of time, they fall, and are dallied in

pieces as a potter's veiTel. When Rehoboam, and all

Ifrael with him, forfook the law of the Lord, the

kingdom was divided, and rent in pieces. The con-

fpiracy of Hofhea ruined the kingdom of Ifrael *. It

was once a very powerful nation, and made a moft

magnificent appearance ; but their iniquities brought

them to defolation. The profperity of nations is not

entailed upon them as a perpetual inheritaitce : it

fometimes pafTes away like a declining fhadow ; and

fometimes, by various means, it is fuddenly reverfed.

Would you then have your prefent happy condition,

as a people, continued ? beware of finning againft the

God of our mercies, of abufing his goodnefs, and dif-

obeying his authority ; and endeavour to bring forth

fruit unto God, fuited to the many advantages we
enjoy.

* See 2 Kings xvii. 4, 5!.

15 For
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15 For thus faith the Lord God, the holy

One of Ifrael, In returning and reft fhall ye be

faved, in quietnefs and in confidence fhall be

your ftrength ; and ye would not.

The people of Ifrael and Judah are here reminded
of their perverfe obftinate. rejection of the falutary

coimfels given them by Jehovah, in complying with

which they might have enjoyed deliverance and tran-

quillity. The fubjecl is introduced by a very fo-

lemn exordium, intended to excite reverence and at-

tention to the important truth contained in the words
before us. For thus faith the Lord God ; the eternal

independent Jehovah, who gives exiftence to all the

creatures, and difpofes of them according to his fove-

reign pleafure ; and who is God over all, bleffed for

ever. The holy One of Ifrael. The rebellious people

to whom this prophecy was delivered, had entreated,

that this glorious character of the Almighty might
ceafe from before them. This unreafonable requeft

did net, however, deter our prophet from once and
again repeating this magnificent title, in the prediction

under our consideration. The ufeful inftru&ion here

delivered, is recommended by the highefl authority,

by fupreme wifdom and goodnefs ; and therefore me-
rits our ciofeft attention. And had we juft views of

his infinite majefty and glory who fpeaks to us, with

what profound humility and fubmhTion would we
hearken to the words of his mouth !

In the prophetic writings, a double meaning is

couched under the fame words ; which the facred

writers of the New Teftament clearly fuppofe, and ac-

cording to which they often frame their interpretation

of paffages in the Old Teftament. The fame fenti-

ment, according as it is explained, relates to different

fubje&s and events, diftant, it may be, in their exift-

ence, and diftinct. in their nature, though in fome
meafure connected, and refembling each other. In

fome predictions, clear indications are given of the

mind



6?

2

LECTURES on the Cha^.XXX.

mind of the holy Spirit ; in others, fome obfcure in-

timations only are given of thqfe divine truths which
he intended more faintly to reveal. Sometimes the

literal fenfe is fo confpicuous, both in the words and
fentiment, that the remote or figurative fenfe is

fcarcely difcernible: at other times, the figurative

fenfe fhines with fuch luflre, that the literal meaning
is thrown into the made, and becomes almofl imper-

ceptible. Sometimes the principal idea is clearly con-

veyed : fometimes it unexpectedly glances upon the

mind, like lightning that burfls from the clouds; of

which, a finking inflance, if I am not miflaken, oc-

curs in this verfe. Confidering the words as addrefT-

ed to Ifrael of old, in their obvious and primary fenfe,

they plainly import what ought to have made deep

impreflion upon that people, and what might be eafily

undefflood by every one. By defi fling from journeys

into Egypt, with a view to folicit ailiftance from that

court ; by refraining from all negotiations with Pha-

raoh and his princes, with a view to form alliance

with them—by returning from the evils to which you
have been addicted, to the faithful performance of

the duties you have neglected—by compofmg your-

felves from perplexing fears, quietly waiting for God,
and humbly trufting in him alone for defired deliver-

ance, in the diligent ufe of the means he hath pre-

fcribed, you fhall afTuredly enjoy protection and

fafety. Such is the obvious literal meaning of the

words, which exprefs with propriety, what is no lefs

neceiTary to the enjoyment of fpiritual and eternal

falvation, and are equally applicable to this, as to

the other fubjed. I mall therefore confider them in.

this view, to which they may be dlfiinctly referred.

In the profecution of this defign, new light will, I

hope, be reflected upon the language, a degree of

dignity and importance added to the fentiment; whilfl

they gradually rife from humble to more elevated ob-

jects, until they are placed in the moft confpicuous

.and interefting light.

Salvation^
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Salvation, in fcripture, not only denotes, in fome
inft&nces, temporal deliverance from the evils wherein

men are involved, or with which they are threatened ;

but it iikewife fignifies, fpiritual deliverance from fin,

the greateft evil, with its dreadful confequences. To
be fayed in this mod important fenfe of the word, is,

through the infinite mercy of God, to be refcued, by
the Spirit of power, from the ufurped dominion that

fin hath acquired ; and to be freed from the punifhment

that fin hath merited, and the pollution contracted

by it, through the atoning purifying blood of Chrifh

It is to be conformed to the amiable image of God,
to be admitted into his favour, and to live unre-

fervedly devoted to his fervice and glory, until thi§

falvation is confummated, by its blefled A.ucnor and
Finidier, in the future celeftial world ; when that

which is in part (hall be done aw^y, and that which
is perfect (hall come. If you inquire, how this

great falvation is to be obtained ? you have a fatisfy-

ing reply in the words to be confidered

:

In returning and reft, &c. All we, like loll fheep,

have gone aftray : every one hath turned afide into

his own way. Like the prodigal, we have left our
Father's houfe, we have gone into a far country, we
have wafted the goods wherewith we were intruded,

and have been feeding upon the huiks of worldly va-

nities. Heartily convinced of our fin and folly, in

departing from God, the fountain of all felicity, and
of our mifery and wretchednefs, in continuing at a
diftance from him, like the prodigal, we muft return

to our companionate heavenly Father. Deeply fen-

fible of his tender mercies, and our forlorn condition,

we muft fmcerely renounce all thofe finful tempers

and practices in which we formerly indulged, and
abandon thofe other lords to whom we have yielded

fubje&ion; faying, with Ephraim of old, c What have
* I any more to do with idolsV Allured by the

* Hofea xiv. 8.

Vol. II. 4 (^ . amiable
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amiable difcoveries of the riches of divine mercy and
p;race in the gofpel, we mull have aclual recourfe to

God by Jefus Chrift, the only appointed way to the

Father ; adopting the words that he himfelf hath dic-

tated, ' Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra-
' ciouflyV Reft mufl accompany this penitent

return to God. This fuppofes, that we Were pre-

vioufiy in a difturbed and agitated condition, refem-

bling that of the troubled fea, whofe waters call up
mire and dirt f ) and whofe raging waves, as the

apoftle Jude fpeaks, foam out their own fhame. Un-
liable as water, and reftlefs as the wind, we were

toued about by every vanity, and did not ceafe from
fin. The reft here fpoken of, by means whereof we
attain eternal falvation, confifts, in abftinence from fin,

to which we were formerly addicted : in defiiling

from the fruitlefs purfuit of unfatisfying worldly vani-

ties, that we may place all our confidence arid delight

in God,, as our all-fufficient portion and felicity ; that,

with holy complacency of foul, we may acquiefce in his

falvation, as admirably adapted to relieve all our necef-

fities, and to put us in the pofTeffion of eternal reft.

In this return and reft, we (hall be faved from the

evils by which we are diftreffed, and arrive at the en-

joyment of that great falvation which God hath pro-

mifed to the faithful. If deliverance from fin, and
nearnefs to God ; if freedom from the anxious pur-

fuit of lying vanities, and fettled delight in God ; if

entire dependence upon him for every blefling, and
the agreeable alTurance of his prefence and protection,

conftitute the pleafing foretaftes of eternal falvation,

thefe are the benefits enjoyed in returning and reft.

In the ways of difobedience, we always meet with

perplexity, difappointment, and miferyj and never

receive any recompenfe proportioned to our labour

:

we take greater pains to make ourfelves miferable,

than might be necelTary, in another courfe, to render

* Hofea xiv, 2. f Ifcwh IviL 2a.

US
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j

us happy. Whereas did we return to God, and reft

in him, as he hath required, we mould be free from

much trouble and vexation, and enjoy that fafety and

comfort which is bed fuited to our condition. Be
perfuaded, then, to adopt, without delay, thefe falu-

tary meafures, and you fnall be faved with a complete

and eternal falvation.

In quietnefs. and in confidence Jhall be your Jlrength,

&c. Confidering thefe words as addreffed to the

Ifraelites, in the literal fignifi.cation, their import

feems to be (hortly this : Were ye free from difcom-

pofing fears, and diftreiTmg anxieties, enjoying agree-

able ferenity of mind, and placing unfhaken truft in

the power and faithfulnefs of Jehovah, ye would cer-

tainly experience your flrength as a kingdom confirm-

ed; and fuccefs mould attend your efforts, in oppof-

ing the hoflile defigns of your enemies. Your na-

tional power would be continued and eftablifhed.——

*

Strength, in fcripture, not only fignifies, perfonal and

national vigour and firmnefs, whereby enemies are

oppofed and vanquifhed ; but it aifo denotes, that fpi-

ritual ability whereby the true IfraeJ of God perform

the duties incumbent upon them, refifl the enemies

of their falvation, and fuilain the various afflictions

wherewith they are vifited. For thefe important pur-

pofes, the peculiar people of God receive the fpirit of

power, of love, and of a found mind. Though infuf-

iicient of themfelves fo, much as to think any good
thing, yet, through Chrifl ftrengthening them, they

can do all things \ being furnifhed with all might in

the inner man, for every good work. When confined

to beds of languifhing, he alfo ftrengthens them with

ftrength in their fouls, unto all patience and long-

fuiTering, with joyfulnefs : and when buffeted by

meffengers of Satan, his flrength is made perfect in

weaknefs ; his grace is made fufficient for them.

Hence they adopt with pleafure, the triumphant lan-

guage of the royal poet : * Who is God fave the

* Lord I or who is a rock fave our God ? It is God
' that
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c that girdeth me with ftrength, and maketh my way
* perfect*.'

To the poffeflion and increafe of this ftrength^

quietnefs and confidence greatly conduce. Quiernefs,

you know, confifts in freedom from outward difturb*

ance, and the annoyance of enemies ; in the enjoy-

ment of inward ferenity of mind, uninterrupted by
anxiety and perturbation, and thofe vexing thoughts

that tend to moled and diftrefs us. Such quietnefs,

when not abufed to the bafe purpofes of indolence

and fecurity, is a (late highly favourable to improve-

ment in fpiritual firmnefs and vigour. It fupprefles

the tumultuous pafllons of pride, anger, envy, fear,

and revenge, which difcornpoie the fpirit, and rende?

us either weak and timid, or boifterous and precipi-

tate. It allays thofe internal diforders which axife in

the mind, that incapacitate for the right difcharge of

duty, and for properly fuftaining affliction : it difpofes

to cultivate that ferene temper which is requifite to

Teal enjoyment and improvement. By means of this

tranquillity of foul, fpiritual ftrength is preferved and
increafed. To this end, confidence is no lefs fub-

fervient: which confifts in unfhaken truft in God,
for afliftance, fafety, and every neceflary blefling j in

unfufpecling reliance upon the wifdom, power, good-
nefs, and faithfulnefs of Jehovah, in oppofition to dif-

maying fears, and diffracting cares. By this becom-
ing exercife, fpiritual ftrength is confirmed. As no-

thing tends more effectually to enfeeble the mind than
fufpicion and diftruft, fo there is not any one difpo-

fition that hath a more powerful influence to impart
strength and liability than confidence in the Lord

;

who, in this way, giveth ftrength and power unto his

people. Such feems to be the import of the words
of the Lord God in this verfe, as they were fpoken
to the Ifraelites ; and as they may be improved by us,

for promoting our beft interefts. He that hearkeneth

* Pfal'. xvlii. 31, 32.

unta
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unto counfel, is wife. Hear then, and receive inftruc-

tion, that thou mayeft be wife in thy latter end. Let

us return to God, and reft in him, lb mail we be

faved : let us endeavour to enjoy that quietnefs and

confidence which never fail to infpire ftrength and
fortitude,

1-6 But ye faid, No ; for we will flee upon
horfes ; therefore ihall ye flee : and, We wilt

ride upon the fwift ; therefore fhall they that

purfue you be fwift.

This verfe, with the lad claufe of the foregoing

one, contains the obftinate refufal, and perverfe refo-

lution, of this rebellious people, to whom Ifaiah de-

livered the preceding falutary advice, and comfortable

affurance. It might have been juftly expected,

that thofe to whom they were addreifed, would have
replied, with humble gratitude, as did Ifrael of old,
6 All that the Lord hath fpoken, we will do.' Very
different, however, was the reception given to this

wife counfel : and therefore is this heavy charge

brought againfl them, And ye would not; and yefaid,

No. Ye peremptorily refufed to compjy with the

dictates of infinite wifdom, which it would have been
at oncd your duty, your intereft, and happinefs, to

have obeyed. Surprifing indeed 1 they might have

had falvation and ftrength in the eafieft way poflible,

and yet they would not have them. Such was their

perverfe obftinacy, that they determined what they

would do, without afking counfel of God ; and after

he gracioufly condefcended to give them advice, they

would not fubmit to his directions, but fooiifhly con-

temned them. They treated the meffage lent them
from God, by our prophet, in the fame infolent man-
ner that they afterward treated the word of the Lord,

delivered by the prophet Jeremiah ; to whom they

faid, ' As for the word that thou haft fpoken to us
6 in the name of the Lord, we will not do it : but we

8 will
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* will certainly do that which proceedeth out of om
* own mouth •*?*< Alas ! my brethren, we may flili

complain, with our prophet, c Who hath believed our
' report V How few, among the inhabitants of the

old world, hearkened to the voice of the preacher of

righteoufnefs ? Howfew, among the children of Ifrael,

believed the word of the Lord, by his fervant Mofes ?

and how few of them afterwards received, and prac-

tically regarded, the meflages fent to them by the pro-

phets ? Is not the cafe precifely the fame among us I

Are there not many profane, many negligent, many
forgetful, many unbelieving, many difobedient hear-

ers, who all unite in faying, No, we will not ? Be no*

ye ftifF-necked and rebellious, like unto them.

For we will flee upon horfes.—and we will ride upon

thefwift. Though they had been inftru&ed for ages,

that c a horfe is a vain thing for fafety ; neither fhalf

* he deliver by his great ftrength f
;' yet they refolved 9

that, when the Affyrians fhould invade their land, they

would flee upon horfes, and other fwift animals, into

Egypt, where they might efcape from the hands of

their enemies. In this rafh and ill-devifed fcheme, we
fee a flriking proof of the extreme folly and perverfity

of tranfgreffors, who refufe to comply with the coun-

sels of Heaven ; and prefer to them, projects of their

own devifmg. In obedience to God, they might en-

joy perfect fafety, and find their ftrength confirmed \

whereas the purpofes formed independent of God,
fhall certainly be fruflrated by him who maketh the

devices of the people of none effect. People, in flraits

and dangers, often look for affiftance from an arm oi

flefh. Some truft in chariots, fome in horfes, fome in

riches, fome in alliances with foreign powers. 8 Afa,

king of Judah, in his diftrefs, relied on the king of
* Syria; and, in his difeafe, fought not to the Lord,
c but to the phyficians '{.' Zedekiah expected defence

from the great army of Pharaoh, king of Egypt ; and

* Jer. xliv. 16, 17. f Pfal. xxxiii. 17. $ 2 Ciiron. xvi. 7. 12.

the
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the Ephraimites hoped to enjoy fafety in that country.

But divine providence fruftrated and difappointed

their expectations. Therefore Jhall ye flee—there-

fore Jhall they that purfue you befwift. Since ye have

expreffed your refolution, the Lord God now informs

you of his determination. Becaufe ye have purpofed

to make your efcape by flight, ye mall indeed flee

;

but they that purfue you, mall be fwift, and overtake

you : and fo your fin mall be written in your pu-

nimment. Thus doth God make the devices of the

people of none effect, and baffle their bed contrived

enterprifes. Abfalom formed great expectations from
the good counfel of Ahithophel ; but God turned it

into foolifhnefs.
c Ahaz hoped to receive much af-

4 fiftance from the king of AfTyria ; but he difu-eiTed

* him, and flrengthened him not*.' And, in the

profpect of invafion by the Afiyrians, the people of

Ifraei and Judah, who thought of efcaping by a fpeedy

slight into l^gypt, are here informed, that thofe who
purfued them, mould be as fwift as they ; fo that they

fhould not be able to efcape the threatened calamities.

1 7 One thoufand Jhall flee at the rebuke of

one; at the rebuke of five iTiall ye flee, till ye

be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain,

and as an enfign on an hill.

The timidity and cowardice of this rebellious people.,

with their unhappy confequences, are here ftrongly

reprefented. So very pufiilanimous and faint-hearted

were they to become, that they would eafily be re-

trained from executing their purpofes ; infomuch
that the fharp reproof, even of one of their enemies,

was to put a thoufand of them to flight. At the

rebuke offlve ftoall ye flee', &c. This hyperbolical ex-

prefiion clearly points out, what actually came to pafs.

Notwithftanding the number of enemies employed

* 2 Chron. xx via, 2t, s

againfl
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Rgainft them was fmall, when compared with their mul-
titudes, a few were to put them all to flight. Contem-
plating this extraordinary event, we may inquire with

iurprife, in the words of Mofes, ' How mould one chafe
' a thoufand, and two put ten thoufand to flight, ex-
c cept their Rock had fold them, and the Lord had
c fhut them up * ?' This great calamity proceeded

from God, who, on account of their manifold aggra-

vated tranfgreffions, delivered them into the hands of
their enemies, at whofe approach they were intimi-

dated and terrified. Till ye be left as a beacon upon

the top of a mountain ; a fign exhibited on fome con-

spicuous place, to prevent mipwreck, or to give early

notice of invafion : or, according to the marginal
tranflation, « As a tree bereft of its branches ;' intimat-

ing, the folitary deferted condition to which they were
to be reduced. And as an enjign, or ftandard,

erected upon an eminence, with the defign of direct-

ing travellers in their journey. By thefe two fimili-

tudes, our prophet, with his ufual elegance, plainly

intimates, that only few of the rebellious people to

whom he delivered this meffage, were to furvive the

calamities to be inflicted upon them : that being di-

verted of all defence, they were to be expofed to inju-

ries of every kind ; and exhibited to public view, as

warnings to all other people, carefully to avoid thofe

dangerous practices which proved ruinous to them.

To us, they convey this important lelTon, which we
ought never to forget : That it is better to trufl in

God, than to put confidence in man : that ' curfed is

c the man that trufteth in man, and maketh flefh his

* arm, whofe heart departeth from the Lord. For he
* fhall be like the heath in the defert, and ihall not
* fee when good cometh |.'

1 8 11 And therefore will the Lord wait, that

Ihe may be gracious unto you, and therefore wili

* Deut. xxxii. $q* f Jer. xvii. 5, 6.

he
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I

he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon
you; for the Lord is a God of judgment:

bleffed are all they that wait for him.

Thefe remarkable words, which merit our ferious

attention, are introduced as an inference from the

preceding predictions. As the juft punifhment of

their fins, this rebellious people were to flee before

their enemies, and to be reduced to a folitary, for-

lorn, and defencelefs (late. They were not however

to be totally abandoned of God, who, in due time,

would extend his mercy and favour to them, and

fend them deliverance. -The Hebrew word trans-

lated gracious, is of very extenfive import : it fignifies,

tenderly to regard, to have compaiTion, to confer fa-

vour, to do good. The grace of God, his free unme-
rited favour, is the fource from whence flows all the

benefits, temporal and fpiritual, enjoyed by the chil-

dren of men. All the deliverances wrought for them
in every age, all the benefits received by every indi-

vidual, proceed from the grace and kindnefs of God.
He beftows them freely, notwithstanding we have

forfeited all claim to them ; he confers them ge-

neroufly, and without conftraint; he imparts them li-

berally, and often without folicitation ; he conveys

them with pleafure, and not with reluctance. So in-

finitely gracious and bountiful is he, that he giveth

unto all men liberally, and upbraideth not. Men may
exhaufl their treafures by their liberality ; and they

who have mod to beftow, cannot always give, nor to

every one that needeth : but the grace of God, which

is the everlafting fountain from whence every blefling

proceeds, can never be exhauft^d or diminifhed. Nor
doth he upbraid us with our unworthinefs and ingra-

titude, or with the number and excellence of the be-

nefits we have already received. But this is not

all : to illuflrate the exceeding riches of his grace, it

is affirmed, The Lord will wait, that he may be gra-

cious unto you. With afionifhing condeicenfion, he

Vol. 11. 4 R waits
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waits for the moft proper feafon to interpofe in be-

half of his people ; and when they are in the moft

proper pofture and temper of mind to receive his

mercy, he adminifters to them neceffary relief. In

this manner, he waited to be gracious to his fervant

David ; and therefore when he penitently acknow-

ledged, ' I have finned againft the Lord,' the prophet

Nathan was directed to fay to him, 6 The Lord hath
* done away thy fin*.' In like manner, he waited to

be gracious to Saul of Tarfus ; ' in whom he fhewed
* forth all long-fuffering, for a pattern to them who
* mould hereafter believe on him to life everlafting f

.'

After he had humbly aiked, trembling and aftonilhed,

* Ldrd, what wilt thou have me to do
J ? the Lord

fent Ananias to intimate to him, that peculiar grace

which he had long waited to confer upon him. Thus
alfo the Lord waited to be gracious unto his people

lfrael, until having heard them bemoan themfelves,

* he remembered them ; his bowels were troubled for

' them ; and he faid, I will furely have mercy upon
* them ||.' Notwithftanding the manifold aggravated

tranfgreffions of his rebellious people, God is pleafed

to exercife much long-fuffering patience toward them

;

and when the fitted opportunity arrives, he furprifes

them by appearing for their relief, he refcues them
from affliction, and enriches them with bleflings

fuited to their condition.

, And therefore will he be exalted^ &c. There are

not any difpenfations of divine Providence toward his

people, by which God is more glorioufly elevated, than

by extending his mercy to them, when they are in

wretched circumftances -, than by delivering them from

the hands of their enemies, and out of all adverfity.

This gives the moft admirable difplays of the riches

of his grace, which he accounts his higheft glory, and

in the exercife of which he delights. Hence he thus

* 2 Sam. xii. 13. f 1 Tim. i. 16. J A&s ix. 6.

[J Jcr. xxxi. 20.
,

fpeaks,
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fpeaks, by the prophet Jeremiah, of the diftinguifhing

kindnefs that he promifed to confer upon his people

:

* And it fhall be to me a name of joy, a praife and
' an honour before all the nations of the earth, which
< fhall hear all the good that I do unto them : and
* they fhall fear and tremble for all the goodnefs, and
* for all the profperity that I procure unto itV The
amiable character afcribed unto the Lord, in the flrft

part of this verfe, juftly demands the warmefl adora-

tions and praifes, whereby his name is highly exalted.

Hath he waited that he may be gracious, when no
hand but his own could help, when we muft have pe-

rifhed unlefs he had feafonably interpofed ? furely,

then, he ought to be greatly magnified. On this ac-

count, the church is taught by the fweet pialmift of

Ifrael, in thofe beautiful hymns compofed for their

ufe, in every age, gratefully to extol and celebrate, in

the higheft (trains of devotion, his ever-enduring

mercy and grace
f.*

Let us then exalt the Lord
our God, and worfhip at his holy hill ; who himfelf

is exalted above all, by his grace that faileth never,

and his mercy that endureth for ever ; who can ele-

vate us to glory, honour, and immortality. That

he may have mercy upon you. Grace and mercy are

intimately connected, though they refpect the crea-

tures, who participate of their effects in circumflances

fomewhat different. The Lord is gracious, when he

difpenfes to his people the fruits of his fovereign good
pleafure : he hath mercy, when he confers upon them
important bkflings, to relieve them from the miferies

in which they are involved. He is gracious, when
he beflows the benefits of which they are utterly un-

worthy : he is merciful, when he averts the calamities

and condemnation which they have merited, and ac-

tually relieves them from diftrefs—when he pardons

their fins, heals their fpirituai diftempers, fupplies

their neceflities, and refcues them from the evils un-

* Jer. x.xxiii. 9. f Pfal. cxviii. and cxxxvi.

der



684 LECTURES on the Chap. XXX.

der which they groaned. Let us then wait upon
God, that he may be exalted, in (hewing us mercy;
then may we hope feafonably to enjoy its bleiTed

fruits.

For the Lord is a God of judgment, in the fevera!

important lenies in which the word is ufed in fcrip-

ture. His underftanding is infinite ; fo that he is in-

timately acquainted with all the characters, the ac-

tions, and circumftances of mankind. The decifions

which he forms, concerning their condition and con-

duct, are perfectly equitable and juft. All the punifh-

ments which he inflicts, and the deliverances which
he works, are conducted with the highelt wifdom and
prudence, executed at the fitted feafon, in the mod
proper meafure, and for the belt purpofes. When he
corrects them for their faults, he does it, not in an*

ger, but in judgment, with affection and moderation
j.

not in his hot difpleafure, with unrelenting feverity,

but with kindnefs and forbearance. He does not pre-

cipitately and unjuitly afflict them ; but in righteouf-

iiefs and wifdom he vifits them with chaftiiements^

after having weighed every circumftance in their con-

dition, that may render his corrections fubfervient to

promote their belt interelts. They may therefore be
alTured, that, at the very time wherein he knows his

own glory, and their real benefit, will be molt effect

tually promoted, he will interpofe in their behalf, and
fend them deliverance.

Bleffed are all they that wait for him. Much un-

eafmefs commonly arifes from waiting upon injudi-

cious, rafh, and foolifh perfons, who know not, who
care not, what rhey do : but true bleiTednefs is enjoy-

ed by thole who wait on the God of judgment, who
never fails to gratify their juft expectations, and faith-

fully to accomplifh his promifes. This is one of wif-

dom's ways, which is always attended with pleafure

and peace ; and to which the divine benediction is

annexed, in the words before us. It gives us the

agreeable poffeflion of ourlelves, and the comfortable

profpefit
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profpeft of receiving every bleffing in the mod proper

feafon. Whom the Lord pronounceth bl.cfled, mud
be blefTed indeed. Having explained the import

of waiting upon God, when difcourfing from chap,

xxv. 9. permit me now to recommend to you this

blerTed exercife. We are naturally fond of prefent

fatisfaction, of immediate relief from the evils that

we feel or fear, and delay is apt to betray us into im-

patience, which places an unfurmountable bar in the

way of waiting upon God, Say not, in the time of

affii&ion, with an unhappy prince, ' This evil is of
* the Lord ; wherefore mould I wait on the Lord any
* longer * ?' It feems probable, that this king had
waited for a while ; after which he became impatient,

and expreffed himfelf in the language I have now
quoted. The reafon he gave for defifting from this

employment, was the ftrongeft argument that could

have been fuggefted, why he fhould have perfevered

in this duty. This evil is of the Lord, who will re-

move it in good time ; and therefore I perfid in wait-

ing upon him. Good and bad men may reafon on
the fame principles, but they feldom fail to deduce
oppofite conclusions. Ceafe not then patiently to

wait upon Jehovah, for all the mercies that you need.

Beware of limiting him, in whofe hand are all our

times and concerns, to means, or to feafons, which he

hath referved in his own power. Wait, I fay, upon
the Lord.

19 For the people mall dwell in Zion at Je-

rufalem : thou fhalt weep no more : he will be

very gracious unto thee, at the voice of thy

cry ; when he fhall hear it, he will anfwer thee.

We are now arrived at the confolatory part of this

difcourfe, to which our prophet pafled, by a natural

and eafy tranfition, in the latter part of the preced-

* 2 Kings yi. 33.

ing
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ing verfe. He begins this article, by an enumeration

of many excellent benefits which God would confer

upon his church, after he had executed the judgments

above mentioned. The temporal bleflings of which

he fpeaks, are fo expreiTed, that the words may not

only be literally underltood, as emblematical of fpi-

ritual good things ; but they may be figuratively ex-

plained : in which fenfe, fome of them at leaft are

chiefly to be confidered. He begins, by foretelling,

that the people fhould be reftored to their former ha-

bitation, where they were to enjoy fignai advan-

tages.

—

r—For the people jhall dwell in Zion, &c. This,

as well as the former part of the difcourfe, which
commenced at the 8th verfe of this chapter, feems

to have been directed both to the jews and the

Ifraelites, The perfidious and rebellious people of

Judah, were, by means of calamities, to be broken

like a potter's vefTel ; and to be driven out of

their own land, by their enemies the Affyrians,

until the few that were left, mould be as a beacon

upon the top of a mountain. Having abandoned

their idolatrous practices, arid returned to God,
in the exercife of true repentance, after the ex^

piration of feventy years; they were to return to their

own land, to inhabit their metropolis, and the bed
part of their country which lay around it. There
they were to dwell fafely and comfortably, under

the protection of the Almighty, poifeffing the inhe-

ritance of their fathers, employed, like them, in the

fervice and worfnip of Jehovah.——This prediction

was literally fulfilled, when, by the royal proctama-

tion of Cyrus, king of Perfia, the Jewilh people .were

treated with great munificence ; and had liberty

granted them to return to their own land, and to take

with them the vefTels of gold and filver which be-

longed to the houfe of the Lord. Having accom-

pliihed their journey, they again took up their refi-

dence in Zion and Jerufalem : they rebuilt the temple ;

and their condition became profperous and happy.

Thw
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Thou jhalt weep no more, &c. Weeping, you
know, is a natural effect of forrow, a ftrong expref-

fion of grief, that may proceed from various caufes,

cfpecially from a humbling fenfe of fin. We read, in

the book of Judges *, that when the Ifraelites were
fharpiy "reproved, by an angel of the Lord, for their

difobedience, that the people lift up their voice, and
wept; infomuch that they called the name of the

place Bochim, or weeping. Some expofitors have

fuppofed, that this was the place afterward called the

Valley of Baca ; which, being interpreted, alfo figni-

fies weeping. Now, the promife under confideration,

plainly intimates, that they were not to mourn any
more in the very diftreilmg manner, ana* for the fame

reafons, that they had wept at Bochim; and at the

rivers of Babylon, where they fat down, and wailed,

when they remembered Zionf. By divine mercy,

they were to be reftored to a comfortable (late, in

which their former afflictions and forrows mould be

happily removed. He will be very gracious unts

thee. This prediction is explained and illuftrated by
the memorable fact, recorded 2 Kings xiii. 23. where
it is written, c That when the Syrians opprefTed
* Ifrael, the Lord was gracious unto them, and had
* companion on them, and had refpect unto them, be-
* caufe of his covenant with Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja-

f cob, and would not deftroy them, neither cad he
* them from his prefence/ And oh many other oc-

cafions did he mercifully interpofe in their behalf, and
fhew them favour. A remarkable inftance of his kind-

nefs and benignity is fpecified in the following words:
At the voice vf thy cry ; when he Jhall hear it, he

will anfwer thee. Prayer is, with great propriety,

exprefied in fcripture, by crying unto God, to inti-

mate the vehemence of the deiires, and the earnefl-

nefs of the ^applications, which his people prefent be-

fore his throne. As needy perfons, in diftrefs or dan-

* Judge* ii. 1. f Pfal. exxxvii. i.

ger,
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ger, call loudly for afliftance ; fo humble fupplicants,

with ardor and importunity, implore relief from the

Almighty, Here they are promifed gracious au-

dience, and anfwer to their requefts. The comfort-

able aflurance contained in the words before us, is

frequently repeated in fcripture, that it may make
the deeper impreffion upon mens minds. Elihu,

fpeaking of the afflicted man, affirms, c He fhall pray
' unto God, and he will be favourable unto him, and
* he (hall fee his face with joy *.' David declared his

relolution, with the reafon on which it was founded,

in thefe words :
' I will call upon thee ; for thou wilt

* anfwer mef.' And, to the fame purpofe, our pro-

phet elfewhere affirms, in the name of God, ' And it

* fhall come to pafs, that, before they call,, I will

' anfwer ; and, whilfl: they are yet fpeaking, I will

* hear
J.

In many inftances, this truth hath been
actually verified. Whilfl prayer was made with-

out ceaimg for the apoflle Peter, by his friends, at

the time he was lying in prifon, Peter came in among
them ; fo that they might have faid, There is the an-

fwer of our prayers ||. As the prophet Daniel was
employed in making fupplication for the holy moun-
tain of his God, even whilfl he was fpeaking in

prayer, the angel Gabriel was fent fpeedily to give

him information refpecling the fubject of his re-

queues §. Such favour God here aifures his people,

they fhould enjoy at the time to which this prediction

referred. And that the promife might be the more
encouraging, it is addrefTed to every individual in

particular, At the voice of thy cry, &c
T

The effectual

fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much, and
(hall never be in vain. Though they may not get a

return in kind, at the time their requefts are prefent-

ed, they fhall be anfwered in due feafon. Notwith-

ftanding we vmay not reap the fruits of our prayers,

* Job xxxiii. 26.
-f

Pfal. lxxxvi. 7. J Ifaiah Ixv. 24.

|J
See Ads xii. 5. etfeq. § Dan. ix. 20,

the
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the fucceeding generation may get the benefit of
them. One generation may, in this refpe£t, fow,

and another reap. At all events, the words which
we have now confidered, contain a powerful motive
to incite us, as our Lord hath taught, to pray, and
riot to faint.

20 And though the Lord give you the bread

of adverfity, and the water of affliction, yet (hall

not thy teachers, be removed into a corner any
more, but thine eyes mail fee thy teachers.

Another benefit foretold to be conferred upon the

pofterity of Ifrael, after their return from captivity,

is, that, amidft the adverfity and affliction with which
they might be vifited, they mould enjoy the blefling

of Spiritual inftru&ion. Ifaiah feenis to have fore-

feen, by the fpirit of prophecy, that the church, under
the Old Teftament, after their reftoraiion, were hardly

ever to be entirely free from trouble and diftrefs, arif-

ing from fome quarter or another. This circumltance

was exprefsly foretold by the prophet Daniel, toward
the end of the ninth chapter of his book. The truth

is well known, both from fcripture and experience,

that God frequently places his people in an afflictive

condition, in order to promote the moft falutary pur-

pofes \ and that the benefits refulting from fuch a

ftate, do oft-times much more than counterbalance

the loifes and forrows which were then experienced.

This was to be the cafe with the Jewifh people, ac-

cording to this prediction, at the period to which it

looked forward ; for though the Lord might give

them the bread of adverfity, and water of affliction,

and fuffer them to be reduced to great diftrefs

—

yet jhall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any
??wre, &c. The teachers here meant, were the per-

fons employed in the facred office of inftrudting the

people with found knowledge and underftanding, in

the fear of the JLord ; and in acquainting them with

Vol. II. 4 S the
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the way of falvation, by the promifed Mefiiah. This

ufeful clafs of men were not to be-obliged any more

to hide themfelves in dens and caves of the earth, or

to retire to fome remote corner of the land, or to be

fhut up in prifons and places of confinement, as in

the times when wicked princes opprefTed and perfe-

cted them. Emerging from obfeurity, they were to

be publicly employed in the duties of their function

;

and in openly inculcating the truths of the word of

God, in the view of the people, who were to refort

to them for inftruction.——In feafons of diftrefs, and

fcarcity of temporal provifion, look to God, that, ac-

cording to his word, he may abundantly compenfate

your outward wants,
;

by fatisfying your fouls with

fpiritual bleflings ; and refrefliing you by means of

their inflru&ions, whofe office is to give to every one

his portion in due feafon.

2 1 And thine ears fhall hear a word behind

thee, faying, This is the way, walk ye in it,

when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye

turn to the left.

In thefe words, faithful warning, and fealbnable di-

rection, are promifed to the church, in times where-

in they may be mod neceflary and ufeful. The
teachers of the people are beautifully represented,

as acting the part of a kind parent or tutor, who,
placing his children or fcholars before him fully in

his view, diligently obferves all their movements, and
every part of their conduct ; and faithfully admo-
nifhes them, whenever he fees them going wrong, or

acting amifs. Such friendly attention and care was

to be (hewn to the church, by him who taught Ifrael

to go, taking him by the arms j and by thofe whom
he employed to inftruct and direct them. The
word intended in this promife, can be no Other than

fome fuitable reproof, admonition,* or advice, con-

tained in the fcriptures of truth, adapted to the pre-

fent
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fent circumftances of the perfon for whofe benefit it

is particularly defigned : - fome portion of the lively

oracles of God, that is admirably fitted to regulate

his conduct in his prefent fituation, and to warn him
againft the evils arid dangers to which he might be
expofed. That paiTage which is bed fuited to ac-

complifh the purpofe infinite wifdom hath in view,

and which God is pleafed to employ, feems to be the

word whereof our prophet fpeaks, that he faith

—

Thine earsjhall hear. Thou fhalt liften to it, not only'

with thy bodily ears, but thou fhalt hearken to it, di-

ligently, fo as to believe and obey the word of God.
The promife under confideration, does not import,

that the people of God fhall individually hear an au-

dible voice coming directly from him, to point out

the path of duty, and to guard them againft error

and miftake. Such a fuppoiition would be altogether

abfurd, and dangerous in the extreme. We have a

more fure word of prophecy than even the voice

which was heard from heaven by the difciples, on the

holy mount with Jefus Chrift, whereunto you do well

to take heed, as unto a light that fhineth in a dark

place. It only denotes, that they fhall clofely attend

to the word of God delivered by their teachers, and
carefully apply what is fuited to their condition ; that

each of them fhall cordially alTent to the truth, un-

feignedly approve of the information he receives, and
cheerfully yield obedience to what is required, in

confequence of its being powerfully imprelTed upon
his mind by the holy Spirit, who is promifed to

lead into all truth. In this manner, they are either

effectually preferved from wandering out of the path

of life, or, having gone aftray, they are happily re-

ftored to the right way : they are kept from falling,

or mercifully raifed up, after they have fallen. A
circumftance which is here mentioned, ought not to

be overlooked : The word is promifed to be heardfrom
behind thee; which may intimate, that the perfon, un-

mindful of his duty and intereft, had turned his back
: or
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on the great Teacher of the church, who, though he

might have fuftered him to wander in counfeis of his

own heart, yet vouchfafes, with tender affection, to

give him the mod friendly and feafonable admoni-

tion : and being addrefled by one whom he did not

fee, his attention and furprife would be excited by

what he heard ; whiift he would be difpofed to look

to the quarter from whence the voice came, that he

might difcover from whom it proceeded, and who it

was who faith,

This is the way, walk ye in it. The advice is wor-

thy of a kind mftru&or, who obferves any of his fcho-

lars departing from the right way wherein they ought

to go. The way that I point out to you, in which

you mould walk, is pofTeffed of every qualification

and advantage that you can poflibly defire. It is a

high way, open to perfons of every defcription ; it is

the way of holinefs, wherein the unclean fhall not;

walk ; it is a patent way, wherein the way-faring

man, though a fool, fhall not err ; it is a fafe way,

wherein you fhall be protected from the hoftile at-

tacks of your enemies ; it is a pleafant way, wherein,

you fhall enjoy facred peace \ and it is an infallible

way to arrive at fulnefs of joys, and rivers of pleafures

for ever more. Walk ye in it. All other ways are

only by-paths, that lead down to the chambers of

death, in which ye fhall find neither fafety nor com-

fort ; and therefore avoid them with care and folici-

tude. In the way in which 1 direct you, diligently

endeavour to make regular progreflive advances, un-

til ye reach the end of your journey, and attain the

end of your faith, even the falvation of your fouls.

Be not difcouraged by apparent difficulties that may
flart into view, by obftacles that may feem unfur-

mountable, or by enemies that may endeavour to in-

fnare and oppofe you. Study to yield unlimited obe-

dience to the authority of Jehovah, who requires ypu
to walk in this way, and who gracioufly offers his

friendly afliftance to enable you to make progrefs.

' Hear
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c Hear then inflruction, be wife, and refufe it not

:

6 attend to his words, and incline thine ear to his fay-

* ings. Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine
' eye- lids look ftraight before thee. Ponder the path
* of thy feet, and let all thy ways be ordered aright.

* Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left : re-

* move thy foot from evil*.' Whofo hearkeneth

unto him, mall dwell fafely, and mail be quiet from
fear of evil : whereas if you rebel, and vex him, he
will turn, to be your enemy, and will fight againfl

you, as he did againfl Ifrael of old ; and the iffue of
the combat may be eafily foretold.

When ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to.

the left. The promifed admonition (hall be given in

the feafon wherein it is molt needed, and the want of

it might be attended with the worft confequences.

The exprefiion plainly intimates, that there are dan-

gerous by-paths on both hands, into which the people

of God are apt to turn afide. -On the right hand,

there are erroneous principles and practices, which
are miflaken for that truth and holinefs whereof they

are really deflitute. Such are, profeffed confidence in

God's pardoning mercy, disjoined from the acknow-
ledged neceflity of his fan&ifying grace : high preten-

fions to faith, which are not verified by folicitude to

maintain good works: flaming profeilion of piety to-

ward God, unaccompanied with the exercifes of juf-

tice, mercy, and charity toward men : great pretended

zeal againfl public vie^s, attended with indifference

as to fecret perfonaltranfgrefTions: loud approbation

of difcourfes that expofe infidelity, hypocrify, and ini-

quity, whilfl thefe fins are indulged in heart and
life. On the left hand, there are alfo pernicious

principles, and dangerous practices, into which men
are prone to deviate. Such are, the confeflion that

holinefs is indifpenfably requifite to the enjoyment ci

God, whilfl the neceffity of atonement for fin is de-

* Prov. iv. 2J, 26, 27.

nied
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nied or overlooked: ftrenuous affertions of the im*
portance of good works, feparate from a proper re-

gard to faith, the active principle from which they

proceed : high refpect for the duties of juftice, mercy,

and charity, joined with criminal indifference and ne-

glect of the exercifes of piety and devotion : partiality

to their own favourite fins, and unaffectednefs with

the tranfgreflions of other people, whereby God is o£
fended, his law is tranfgreffed, and his truth diiho-

noured. Such are the right and left hand ways, into

which men incline to turn afide. Hence appears, the

high importance of being direfted in the right way,
and admonifhed when we are apt to go aflray. Vir-

tue lies in the middle between two extremes, which
are equally to be avoided : and the kindnefs of God
toward his people is nobly difplayed, in afluring them,

that when they turn either to the right or left hand,

they mall hear a voice faying, This is the way, walk
ye in it.—«—Let us, my brethren, plead with God for

the accomplifhment of this reviving promife ; and di-

ligently ftudy, through the grace of the Mod High,

to yield a cheerful compliance with 'the direction we
are thereby taught to expect. This prediction was
in fome meafure fulfilled, after the return of the Jewifh

people from Babylon, when various circumltances

contributed to render their condition adverfe and per-

plexing. Neighbouring nations looked upon their

reftoration with a jealous eye : the land which had

lain for a long time uncultivat -J, did not foon gratify

the expectations of the hufbandman 5 and until the

temple was rebuilt, did not enjoy the divine benedic-

tion. The diftreffes, however, of that period, were

greatly alleviated by the inftructions of the many ex-

cellent teachers whom God raifed up, to feed them
with found knowledge and understanding ; and to pre-

serve them from fuperftition on the one hand, and from
idolatry on the other, as a happy prelude to the more
plentiful and explicit inftructions with which he was to

favour his church under the New Teftament.

22 Y$
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22 Ye fhall defile alio the covering of thy

graven images of filver, and the ornament of

thy molten images of gold : thou malt caft them
away as a menflruous cloth ; thou malt fay unto

it, Get thee hence.

A third benefit to be enjoyed by the church, at the

period referred to, was deliverance from the practice

of both public and private idolatry. -The children

of lfrael were ftri&ly forbid to make any kind of

idols, and to practife any fpecies of idolatry. The
prohibition was frequently repeated in different forms.

It was engrolfed into the fecond commandment, re-

corded Exod. xx. 4. which runs thus :
' Thou (halt

6 not make unto thee any graven image, or any like-

* nefs of any thing, that is in heaven above, or that

* is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water un-
c der the earth. Thou (halt not bow down thyfelf to

* them, nor ferve them : for I the Lcfrd thy God am
* a jealous God, &c. Again, at the 23d verfe of

that chapter, it is thus written :
' Ye (hall not make

$ with me gods of filver, neither fhall you make unto
* you gods of gold.' To preferve in the minds of the

people, an awful fenfe of the high importance of this

precept, the Levites were exprefsly required to fay,

with a loud voice, unto all the men of lfrael,
c Curfed

6 be the man that maketh any graven or molten
£ image, an abomination unto the Lord, the work of
4 the hands of the craftfman, and putteth it in fecret

:

6 and all the people fhall anfwer and fay, Amen V
All the good kings, therefore, which fat upon the

throne of David, interpofed their royal authority to

prevent, as far as in their power, the forming, and
the public fervice of idols. -There were, however,
many among that people, who ftill retained houfehold-
gods, to which they privately paid their homage.
Thofe images which were formed of wood and (tone,

* Deut. xxyii. 15.

and
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and overlaid with filver or gold, were called graven
images : thofe made of filver and gold, which had been
melted in the furnace, and call in certain moulds,
were called molten images. That they might be kept
quite clean, coverings were made, and carefully put
over them, to preferve them from the duft, and to

conceal them from every curious wandering eye.

That they might appear more beautiful, and more
worthy of admiration and jefpecl:, they were adorned
with ornaments of various kinds. Thefe abfurd prac-

tices afforded a lively reprefentation of their criminal

conduct, who fet up idols in their hearts, who wor-
ship and ferve the creature more than the Creator.

Perfons of this defcription, commonly fpare no trouble

or expence in the fervice of the idols whom they ad-

mire.——Concerning thefe coverings and ornaments,

our prophet foretold,

Ye jhall defile, and cqft them azvay, &c. At the pe-

riod to which this prediction looked forward, the po-

fterity of Ifrael, when turning from dead idols to ferve

the living God, were to renounce their vain fuperfti-

tion, and to abandon that abominable idolatry in

which they had indulged both in public and private*

Not only fo, but they were to view it with abhor-

rence ; and to throw away the furniture, and what-

ever belonged to the idols they formerly honoured,

with the utmoft deteftation and contempt, as they did

any thing that was polluted and unclean. And, in

the heat of their indignation and zeal, they mould
fay to every thing that pertained to their idolatrous

fervice, Get thee hence; let us fee thee no more, which

haft provoked the Lor4 God to teftify his righteous

difpleafure againft us. This, my brethren, is the ge-

nuine temper and language of every true penitent,

returning to the Lord from whom he had departed*

* What have 1 to do any more with idols * ?' alhamed

and confounded on account of his egregious fin and

* Hofea.xiv. 8.

folly,
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folly, he carts them with difdain, as it is elfewhere ex-
prefted, ' to the moles and to the bats V This
prophecy was remarkably accbmplifhed by the Jewifh
people, after their return from captivity at Babylon,
when they totally abandoned the idolatrous practices to

which they had been addi&ed for many ages. An event
this, truly worthy of admiration, which it becomes-us
to recoiled with pleafure and gratitude—That a nation
which would not refrain from deteftable fuperftition

and idolatry, notwithstanding the many admonitions
and reproofs of the prophets, and the divine judg-
ments with which from time to time they were vifit-

ed, fhould at once renounce the tranfgreflion of their

fathers, and (a few inftances excepted) adhere clofely

to the faith and worfhip of the one true God, after

having been long detained among an idolatrous

people, in whofe fuperftitions it might have been ex-

pected they would have joined.

23 Then fhall he give the rain of thy feed,

that thou (halt fow the ground withal, and
bread of the increafe of the earth, and it fhall

be fat and plenteous : in that day fhall thy cattle

feed in large paftures.

A fourth benefit which God promifes to confer

upon his people, was abundance of temporal and fpi-

ritual provifion for their comfortable fubfiftence.

Whilft our prophet foreteis the temporal mercies

wherewith the pofterity of Ifrael fhould be favoured,

at the period to which he looked forward, he feems

likewife to have had in view, the fpiritual bleflings

with which they were to be enriched. With peculiar

art and beauty, he fo adjufts his difcourfe, as to raife

the mind from earthly to heavenly objecls : and there-

fore, in illuftrating this prediction, we may, with pro-

priety, confider it both in the literal and figurative

* Ifaiah ii. 20.

You II. 4 T fcnfc.
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fenfe. To explain it in this manner appears necefiary*

in order to comprehend the full import of what is

foretold : indeed, it is only in this way that fome

parts of prophecy can be rightly underftood.-

Thenjhall he give the rain, &c. The Father of lights,

from whom cometh down every good and perfect gift,

is doubtlefs the Perfon here fpoken of, though he be

not exprefsly named. To give rain, is r ~\e of the glo-

rious prerogatives whereby he is di' guifhed from

the gods" of the Heathen nations ; anu to this he ap-

peals, as a proof of his fupreme divinity :
c Are there

* any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can
* caufe rain ? or can the heavens give fhowers ? art

* not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we will

* wait upon thee ; for thou haft made all thefe

* things V This ineftimable bleiling, whereby the

earth is watered, and the feeds call into it are che-

rifhed and rendered fruitful, is here promifed to be

conferred in fuch meafures, and at fuch feafons, as

were beft adapted to nourim them, and make them
grow up into a plentiful harveft.

—

*~And bread the

increafe of the earthy &c. God gracioufly promifes to

give his people, not only rain from heaven, but alfo

bread that is made from corn, produced by the earth.

This is one of the molt valuable and neceflary pre-

fents that God hath bellowed upon men. It is the

ftaff of life, which ftrengthens our hearts and our

hands, gives firmnefs to the human conftitution, and

furnifhes for executing the feveral functions and bufi-

neffes in which we ought to be employed. This bread,

it is foretold, jhall be fat and plenteous; of the beft

quality, and in great abundance.—

—

In that day Jhall

thy cattle feed in large pa/lures. They (hall fhare in

the general plenty of the times, and feed at large, with-

out moleftation, in rich extenfive pafture-ground.

Such feems to be the literal meaning of this predic-

tion, of which the following expofition is intended to

* Jer. xiv. 22.

- give
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give you the fpiritual import and defign. According

to the infallible interpretation of Jefus Chrift, the feed

is the word of God, which is fown into the hearts of

men, by the fervants of the Moft High. The rain

that waters this precious feed, which caufes it to fpring,

to grow as the willows by the water-courfes, and to

bring forth much fruit, is the Spirit and blefling of

God, which comes down as rain upon the mown
grafs, and mowers that water the earth. This is the

ineftimable blefling promifed in the firfl part of the

verfe, according to the figurative fenfe of the words.

—

The bread of the increafe of the earth, may denote,

the fpiritual provifion whereby men live, and in

which is the life of their fpirits, that is conveyed to

them, in great abundance, by means of thofe earthen

veflels, from which a portion is diflributed to every

one in due feafon. At the period referred to, the

church of God, the flock of his heritage, were to

feed, in the green paftures of his ordinances, upon
thofe divine truths, which, to them, are moft deli-

cious and ftrengthening*

24 The oxen likewife> and the young afTes

that ear the ground, (hall eat clean provender

which hath been winnowed with the fhovel, and

with the fan..

The animals employed in cultivating the land, and

in performing the various parts of hufbandry, were to

be fed with the bed provifion. Oxen, afles, and

other beads ufed in labouring the ground, are, you

know, often fed with unwinnowed corn, and many of

them feldom have clean provender given to them.

The time, however, of which our prophet fpeaks, was

to be remarkable for fuch vaft plenty of excellent

corn, that tnefe laborious animals were to be fed with

provender that had been prpperly cleaned, according

to the cuftom of the time and country, with the

fhovel and the fan, The Hebrews are faid to have

feparated.
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feparated their corn from the chaff and chopped flraw,

by means of an inftrument fomewhat like a large

fhovel, with a long handle, whereby they tofled the

grain into the air, that the wind or fan might drive

away the hufks and chaff with which it was mixed
Doth God take care for oxen ? or faith he this alto-

gether for our fakes ? For our fakes, no doubt, this

is written, to affure induffrious minifters of the go/pel,

who labour in word and doctrine, and are fpoken of

under this figure in the eleventh chapter of this pro-

phecy, that, whilft they were employed in feeding the

church with pure and wholefome doctrine, unmixed
with the chaff of human inventions and traditions,

they mould enjoy abundance of the bed provifion.
*

25 And there fhall be upon every high moun-
tain, and upon every high hill, rivers cwdRreams
of waters, in the day of the great {laughter, when
the towers fall.

This prediction, exprefied in terms which plainly

intimate, that it is to be understood chiefly in the

figurative fenfe, foretels, that even thofe high places*

which are commonly dry and barren, were to be plen-

tifully watered. I do not fuppofe that Ifaiah prophe-

fied, that the well-known law of nature was to be re-

,

verfed ; according to which, water-courfes are in low
valleys, fituated among high hills. His words, literal-

ly interpreted, feem to import no more than that the

ftreams flowing through the land of Canaan, which
took their rife from fprings near the tops of high

mountains, and from the fnow that lay on their fum-

mits, mould, at the time referred to, flow undifturbed*

and abundantly water the country, fo as to render it

both pleafant and fertile. Figuratively, tjiey may de-»

note, that, in the mofl confpicuous places, which were
moft celebrated and exalted above others, fuch as re-

nowned cities, fynagogues, and public feminaries, the

doctrine of God's holy word was copioufly to flow

;

by
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by means of which, thofe who were defirons of true

wifdom, might have their third for divine knowledge

allayed, and thence derive much fatisfa&ion and bene-

fit. A fimilar prediction is recorded in chap. xli. 18.

of this prophecy, where it is foretold, * I will open
* rivers in high places, and fountains in the midll of

* the valleys : I will make the wildernefs a pool of
* water, and the dry land fprings of water.' The
remarkable period wherein thefe hyperbolical predic-

tions were to be accomplished, is thus defcribed, In

the day of the great Jlaughter^ when the towers fall;

when God was to execute, awful vengeance upon the

enemies of his church ; when princes, and great men,
who feem to be intended by the towers fpoken of,

were to be cut off by the righteous judgments of

heaven. This prophecy was accomplifhed in the

times of the Maccabees, after the return of the Jews

from captivity. Until then, the Jewifh people had

given them the bread of adverfity, and the water of

affliction ; from that time, their condition became, in

all refpe&s, more profperous ; and they were crowned
with abundance of the precious bleffings which are

here foretold. That was indeed a feafon of vaft

(laughter, wherein many great men fell. Like other

predictions, which take in at once a variety of events,

diflincl: both in nature and time, it hath been more
amply verified, at feveral periods, under the New
Teftament. Let us be folicitous to participate in

the ineftimable benefits of which our prophet fpeaks

:

and earneftly pray, that the Lord may give us that

which is good ; that our land may yield its increafe

;

that God, even our own God, may blefs us ; and that

all the ends of the earth mav fear him.

26 Moreover, the light of the moon (hall be

as the light of the fun, and the light of the fun

fhall be ieven-fold, as the light of feven days, in

the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach

of



702 LECTURES on the Chap. XXX.

of his people, and healeth the ftroke of their

wound.

Befides the benefits already mentioned, a fifth

blefling is promifed to the church, confiding in the

wonderful increafe of divine light, here expreffed in

very beautiful and elegant allegorical language ; after

which, the period is marked wherein this favour was
to be communicated.-- The light of the moon-fhall bt

as the light of thefun. It is unneceffary, I fuppofe, to

adduce any proof, that this prediction cannot be un-

derstood in the literal fenfe of the words. Who ever

heard, that the light of the moon equalled the light

of the fun, or that the light of the fun was feven-fold

greater than in any former period ? or who is fo ex«

travagant as to expect, that this event mall literally

take place in the natural world ? This prophecy there-

fore muff be confidered, like many others interfperfed

among predictions of temporal good things, in its

figurative meaning, denoting fome important fpiritual

privilege ; and its accomplifhment mull be looked for

according to this interpretation. In what glowing

colours, and by what fublime images, does our pro-

phet exhibit the renewal of the divine favour, the re-

commencement of univerfal profperity, and the great

abundance of divine light with which the church was

to be illumined, at the time he had in view ?

The fun and moon are the two great celeftial lumi-

naries, which enlighten this world, and convey to its

inhabitants the light which we enjoy. This reviving

light affords a beautiful emblem of the excellent

knowledge of divine truths, the amiable fanctity of

manners, and the facred confolation and joy, which,

in fcripture, is called the light of life. Several in-

ilances of the truth of this remark have occurred, in

our progrefs through thefe prophecies. Symbolical

terms, like the plainefl words in common language,

are frequently capable of feveral fenfes, and admit the

fame difference of conftruction \ which yet creates no

unfurmount-
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unfurmountable difficulty to thofe who clofely attend

to the fcope of the writer. The moon may here be

confidered, as a'fymbol of the principal perfons, taken

collectively, who are officially employed in difpelling

the darknefs of ignorance and error, which overfpread

the church ; and in fupplying them that walk in the

truth, with defirable afiiftance and direction. Thofe

who occupy this ufeful flation, are reprefented, with

great propriety, under this figure ; becaufe, like the

moon, their appearance is fubject to various changes,

and all the light which they reflect is derived from
the Sun of righteoufnefc. Concerning fuch perfons,

it is foretold, that their acquaintance with the truths,

the ways, and confolations of God, (hall be greatly

increafed, both in refpedt of clearnefs and extent, and
that they mail fhine forth with uncommon lultre and
magnificence. So refulgent was to be the fplendor in

which they were to appear, that it fhou.ld referable the

celeftial light, difplayed by him who is given to be

Head over all things to the church. They were to

exhibit, with peculiar advantage, thofe divine graces,

and amiable virtues, which he illuftrioufly exem-
plified*

And the light of the fun Jhall be fevenfvld, as the

light offeven days. This is a grand idea : indeed, the

human mind cannot eafily conceive any thing greater,

or more fublime. The fun may here fignify, the

Lord Jefus Chrift, the promifed Meffiah, the unfpeak-

able gift of God, the joy of our hearts, who is em-
phatically ftyled, the Sun of righteoufnefs ; or, as the

words import, the true Sun, the true real light, which
illuminates the fpirkual world. Material objects are

only emblems, of things fpiritual : thofe which are

corporeal, are only figures of them that are true, fpi-

ritual, and permanent. At the time to which this

prophecy looked forward, he who is the light of the

world, was to mine forth with amiable majefty, and
meridian brightnefs ; communicating to the church,

the knowledge of the glory of God, the beauties of

holinefs,
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holinefs, and the molt reviving confolations. Accord-

ing to the elegant language of our prophet, ' The
* Lord mall be unto thee an everlasting light, and
* thy God thy glory *.' In confequence whereof, the

ignorance, fuperftition, and impurity, in which they

had been involved, being removed, the light of life

was to appear in its full beauty and glory, with a

luflre far fuperior to any thing hitherto experi-

enced.—i—It mail be feven-fold greater, and more re-

fulgent, than in times part. Their felicity was, in all

refpe&s, to be increafed feven times beyond what
had been enjoyed in former days. To form a proper

eilimate of this pfomifed profperity, in the vaft abun-

dance of which the church was to rejoice, the light

of feven days mud be fuppofed colle&ed into one

;

and therefore it mud be exceeding great, far furpafT-

ing defcription. The number/even, by which many
remarkable circumftances and events are fet forth in

fcripture, is often ufed to denote plenitude and per-

fection, We read of feven fpirits, feven angels, and

feven churches. God threatens to punifh his people

feven times for their tranfgreflions ; and, in the words

we have been confidering, he promifes, that the light

of the fun fhall be feven-fold, at once pure and abun-

dant. The time in which this prophecy fhall be

accomplifhed, is thus defcribed :

,

In the day that the Lord bindcth up, &c. The words

might primarily refer to feveral remarkable periods,

wherein the Jewifh people were greatly hurt and

broken, by means of their idolatry, fuperftition, hypo-

crify, and other enormous crimes. On account of

their obftinate rebellion againft God, they were vifited

by many feyere Judgments, by which terrible breaches

were made among them ; and they were fo deeply

wounded, that their condition feemed to be dan-

gerous, and to threaten the diffolution of both their

church and ftate. In thefe perilous circumftances,

* Ifaiah lx. 19.

he
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he who faid to them, I am the Lord that healeth you,

was gracioufty pleated to bind up their breach, and
to heal their wound. Amidft their multiplied provo-

cations, God, who faw their ways, pitied their mife-

ries, healed their diftempers, and reftored comforts to.

them. This is the period here fixed, for the fulfil-

ment of the above prediction ; which, on fuch occa-

fions as that now mentioned, hath been in fome mear
fure verified* After they returned from captivity to

their own land, the breach and ftroke they had re-

ceived, was bound up and healed. They beheld their

city and temple again appearing in beauteous majefty ;

they were admitted into the courts of the Lord's houfe;

they were favoured with the clear increafing light of

divine inftru&ion, and walked up and down in the

name of the Lord their God.——That deliverance,

however, was only imperfect and typical; and its

concomitants can hardly be faid to come up to the

accomplishment of what is here foretold. The pro-

phecy receives its completion, in the kingdom of our

Lord Jefus Chrilt, when God is pleafed to heal the

breaches, and the wounds, to which fin hath given

rife. In fuch happy periods, the fpiritual light, dif-

fused through the church, as much tranfcends that

which was enjoyed under the former difpenfation, as

the light of the fun excels the light of the moon.

The true Sun illuminates them with the light of the

knowledge of the glory of God ; he enriches them

with abundance of divine gifts and graces, and caufes

them to rejoice in plenteous profperity and felicity.

To this pleafant profpecl:, th£ predictions of all the

prophets lead forward our views and expectations.

In this hope, let us frequently and fervently pray,

that God, who is faithful, may accomplish the pro-

phecies of his fervants, anfwer the prayers of his

people, and perform his glorious promifed work.

Heavenly Father, grant us the blelTednefs of them

who believe, that there fhall be a performance of

thofe things which are told us from the Lord. Put %

Vol. IL 4 U fpeedy
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fpeedy period to temptation, to fin and trouble :

haften the happy time, when all the kingdoms of this

world (hall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and

his Chrift; and the nations of them that are faved,

mall be glad and rejoice, and give honour to thee.

Extend, we befeech thee, mofl merciful Father, the

knowledge of the revelations of thy grace unto all the

inhabitants of the world ; and grant, that fmners,.

ready to perifh, may be effectually enlightened and

faved, by him whom thou haft given to be thy falva-

tion to all the ends of the earth. Let the praifes of

the Lord our God fill heaven and earth ! may they

occupy the hearts, the lips, and the lives of all thy

people ! and let the worfhipping aflemblies of thy

faints (hew forth thy righteoufnefs and falvation all

the day ! O Lord God, who art a prefent help in

time of trouble, bind up the breach of thy people,

heal the flroke of their wound ; and haften the glo-

rious day, when the church univerfal fhall fhine forth

as the light of the fun, and the light of the fun (halt

\>e feven-fold. And let all the people fay, Amen^
Praife ye the Lord,

,27 If Behold, the name of the Lord cometh

from far, burning with his anger, and the bur-

den thereof is heavy; his lips are full of indig-

nation, and his tongue as a devouring fire.

We now proceed briefly to difcufs the laft article

of the difcourfe contained in this chapter, which treats

of the awful punifhment to be inflicted upon the Af-

fyrians, and the important confequences wherewith

that event was to be accompanied. Having (hewn

the Ephraimites the folly and vanity of the project

they had formed, of calling in the aid of the Egyp-
tians againft the AfTyrians, whilft the true God, the

God of their fathers, was able and ready to defend,

from their powerful enemies, thofe who trufted in

him, and implored his prote&ion \ a ftriking proof of

which
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which he fets before them, by "predicting the deftruc-

tion of Sennacherib's army—Having foretold the dif-

folution of the Ifraelitim ftate by the AiTyrians, to

encourage the upright among them who confided in

God, and to (hew that thcfe who opprefled them were
not to pafs unpunifhed ; the prophet delineates, with

admirable eloquence, the tremendous judgment to be

executed upon the Affyrians, who reprefented the

formidable adverfaries of the church, that, in fubfe-

quent ages, would oppofe and diftrefs them. To ren-

der his defcription the more magnificent and intereft-

ing, the Almighty is introduced in the character of

an offended Prince, highly difpleafed at fome daring

affronts offered to his majefty, and determined to vin-

dicate his injured honour and glory.

Behold the name of the Lord, &c. Jehovah is here

exhibited going forth to execute righteous vengeance,

difcovering fymptoms of indignation and contempt,

which were to be poured out upon a haughty cruel

people. The name of the Lord is a Hebraifm,

which denotes the Lord himfelf. It is often ufed by
the writers of the Old Teftament : of this, a remark-

able inflance occurs in the animated addrefs of Mofes
to the Ifraelites ; who declared, that the various ca-

lamities with which they were threatened, were in-

tended to induce them c to fear this glorious and
* fearful name, The Lord thy God V In this fenfe,

the expreflion may be understood here, intimating,

that Jehovah was to conciliate glory to himfelf, and
to render his name great and renowned among the

nations, by the difplays he was to give of his mercy,

in the deliverance of his diftrelTed people ; and of his

righteoufnefs, in the deftru&ion of their enemies : or,

by the name of the Lord, mliy be meant, the angel,

ic whom is the name of the Lord, who was to be em-
ployed in executing the terrible judgment which is

the fubjed of this prophecy. This celeftial meffen-

* Deut. xxviii. 58,

ger
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ger came from far, even from heaven, whence the

wrath of God is revealed againft all unrighteoufhefs

and ungodlinefs of men. Perhaps, the words from
far may relate to the time in which this dreadful ca-

lamity was to be inflicted ; namely, after it had been

long delayed, juftly deferved, and frequently foretold

by our prophet, and the other fervants of God, even

from ancient times.

Burning with his anger. The wrath of the Mod
High was, on this occafion, to be kindled, and to

burn as fire ; to which it is often compared in fcrip-

ture, that it might confume, like ftubble, the proud

infulting foes of his kingdom. And the burden

thereof is heavy, Thefe words may allude to the fe-

verity of the punifliment which God denounced
againft the enemies of his people. His wrath was not

only to confume them, by its fcorching heat ; but to

crufh them to pieces, by its unfupportable weight

In allufion to what takes place in men, when they are

greatly incenfed, two effects of God's hot difpleafure

are mentioned in the next words : His lips are full of

indignation. Anger not only reddens the face, and

caufes the eyes to fparkle ; but when it arrives at a

great height, it makes the lips to quiver. And his

tongue as a devouringfire. The words fpoken by his

fervants the prophets, were to be like fharp arrows of

the mighty, and as coals of juniper, to devour the im-

placable enemies of his heritage. Unite all thp parts

of the defcription, and it appears truly majeftic and
awful, efpecially when what is faid in the following

verfe is connected with it.

28 And his breath, as an overflowing ftreamr
ihall reach to the midft of the neck, to fift the

nations with the fieve of vanity : and thereJhall

be a bridle in the jaws of the people, caufing

them to err.

The
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The fubject introduced in the preceding verfe, is

here continued and amplified. The breath of

God's mouth may denote, the predictions and com-
mands delivered in his word ; or his wrath, and the

awful judgments which are its direful confequences,

fometimes intended by this expreffion. Ail thofe fig-

nal interpcfitions of providence, whereby the divine

mercy hath been magnified, or the divine righteouf-

nefs demonftrated, are to be afcribed to the breath of

God's mouth, to his gracious purpofe, or dread dif-

pleafure. To (hew the powerful effects which it Was
to produce, it is elegantly compared to an overflow-

ing dream, which runs with great force and rapidity,

carrying every thing along with it that lies in the

way. To point out its mighty influence, this

ftream /hall reach to the neck. The kingdom of Affy-

ria feems here to be compared to a human body:
the head of which was the king ; and the neck, the

princes, nobles, generals, and other great men, in the

empire. To perfons occupying thefe elevated fta-

tions, and pofieffing the highefl: offices in the Mate,

the threatened calamities were to reach. This beau-

tiful figurative expreffion emphatically reprefents, the

perfect eafe with which the foretold defolating judg-

ments were to be inflicted, and the powerful extenfive

effects wherewith they were to be attended.

Tojift the nations with the fieve of vanity. A fieve,

you know, is ufed in the barn, or at the mill, to fe-

parate the beft from the word and lighted: parts of
the grain, which, during the operation, is greatly agi-

tated, and toffed to and fro. Vanity fometimes fig-

nifies in fcripture, a thing that is light, or of little or

no value, which cannot yield any fubftantial advan-

tage ; fuch as a bubble floating upon the water, or a

vapour afcending from the earth. At other times, it

denotes, that which is falfe and deceitful, znd is not

in reality what it appears to be ; fuch as riches and
honours, which promife great things that they cannot

perform. To fift the nations with this fieve, to win-
• now
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now them with this van ofemptinefs, is to excite among
them the mod violent commotion, to dam them one
againft another, fo as to reduce them to a (late of con-

fulion, with the view of Separating the better from the

worfe. This operation being performed with the

neve of vanity, nothing ufeful was to remain behind,

but all was to come to nothing, and to terminate in

difappointment.- Farther, to iliuftrate this fubject,

another metaphor of peculiar excellence is introduced,

taken from the common practice of putting bits into

the horfes mouths, by which they are eafily com-
manded and directed. In allufion to this well-known

cuftom, it is foretold, There Jhall be a bridle in the

jaws of the people. The fame figure is ufed, chap,

xxxvii. 29. of this prophecy, in relation to the fame

fubject, where God faith, concerning Sennacherib, * I

* will put my hook into his nofe, and my bridle into

* his jaws.' The expreffion imports, that the Al-

mighty would lay fuch reftraints upon the people,

and fo direct their motions, that they were certainly

to execute the defigns he had in view to accom-

plifli. The extraordinary purpofe which this bridle

was to ferve, is next mentioned in thefe furprifing

words, caufing them to err. Bridles are put on horfes

and mules, not to make them go out of the way, but

to keep them in it. In the inftance before us, the re-

ftraining power of God was to be exerted for prevent-

ing the king of Affyria, and his vaft army, from de-

ftroying Jerufalem, and making them defift from the

hofliie defigns they had formed againft it. In this

manner did the Mod High cauie the enraged enemies

of his people to deviate from the wicked purpofe they

had in view, and fo effectually difconcerted the

fchemes they had projected.

29 Ye fhall have a long as in the night, when
a. holy lolemnity is kept \ and gladnefs of heart,

as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the

mountain
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mountain of the Lord, to the mighty One
of Ifrael.

Thefe words beautifully defcribe the exultation

and joy which were to be expreffed by the Jewifh

church, on their deliverance from the oppreffive

power of Affyria, which threatened their deitruclion.

Ye to whom God hath been gracious, who have

waited for him, who have caff away your idols, and

devoted yourfelves to his fervice, whofe breach the

Lord hath bound up, and whole wound he hath

healed—ye fhall have a fong : ample ground {hall be

afforded you of joy and praife, which ye fhall grate-

fully exprefs in hymns of triumph, wherein ye (hali

celebrate the praifes of your great Deliverer, and the

happinefs of your condition. The heart-felt joy ex-

cited by fome wonderful unexpected interpofirion of

providence, cannot eafily be confined to inv/ard emo-

tions, but burfts forth in fongs, and in other expref-

fions of gladnefs. The Ifraelites, when delivered

from bondage in Egypt, when refcued from the op-

preffion of the Canaanites, and on other occafions,

teflified their joy in fongs of gratulation and tri-

umph. In like manner, the Jewifh people were to

have a fong, on account of their being miraculoufly

faved from the oppreffive power of Affyria.

As in the night, &c. Thefe words feem to have an

obvious reference to one or other of the facred fefti-

vals, inftituted under the former difpenfation. Among
thefe, there were three required to be kept with pe-

culiar folemnity and joy ; namely, the feaft of the

paflbver, of pentecofl, and of tabernacles. Of all

the feafts, the paffover was the firft, and the molt
folemn, having been appointed to commemorate the

wonderful prefervation of the firft-born of Ifrael,

when the firft-born of the Egyptians were (lain ; and
the exit of that people from under the hand of their

opprefTors. It is therefore called, in way of emi-

nence, the feaft, and the feaft of the paffover, both

in
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in the Old and New Teftament. The pofterity of
Ifrael were enjoined to obferve this feftival at night,

as we learn from its inftitution *. From the nature

and defign of this folemnity, it is evident, that the

joy of the Israelites muft have been very great at that

feafon, when, in pfalms and hymns, they celebrated

the praifes of God, who faved them from the hands
of their cruel tafk-mafters. In the verfe before us,

God, by our prophet, gracioufly allures the inhabit-

ants of Judea, that they were to have fimilar reafons

to fing his praife, for delivering them from the ty-

ranny of Afiyria. Some learned men have affirmed,

that the feventy-fixth pfalm was the fong which was
fung on this- memorable occafion. Indeed, it well

accords with the circumftances of that great event -

9

and is admirably adapted to that very extraordinary

interposition of divine providence, which is the fub-

jec~t of this prophecy. Bleffed be God, we alfo,

my brethren, have our holy folemnities, which ought

to be kept with gladnefs of heart. We have the Sab-

bath, the Lord's clay, inftituted by the command, the

example, and bleiling of God, which hath been ho-

noured by the refurre&ion of Jefus Chrifl from the

dead, by the effufion of the Holy Ghoft at pentecoft,

and many fubfequent teftimonies of the divine pre-

fence. Chrift, our PafTover, is facrificed for us ; and

therefore we ought to keep our great gofpel-folemnity,

not only with iincerity and truth, but with thankf-

giving and praife. This is the day which the Lord

hath m?de, we will be glad and rejoice: we will not

only reft from our worldly employments and recrea-

tions ; but we will iblemnize it, by uniting fervent

fupplications with grateful thankfgivings, by reading

the fcriptures, by alms-giving ; and attending divine

ordinances, fuch as the Lord's fupper, and the mini-

fhy of the gofpel.

And gladnefs of hearty as when, &c. Another

beautiful emblem is employed, to reprefent the very

* See Exod. xii. 42.

great
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great joy which was to be diffufed among the Jewifh

people, by the righteous vengeance which God exe-

cuted upon their enemies. Under the former difpen-

fation, the Ifraelites were exceeding joyful when they

afcended mount Zion, to the houfe of the Lord ;

efpecially at certain folemn feafons, when they con-

vened for the exprefs purpofe of rejoicing before the

Lord their God. On fuch occafions, they went up
with delight the facred mountain, on which flood the

temple of Jehovah ; who, in the following words, is

called the mighty One, or the Rock of Tfrael. In
joyful proceffions, preceded by pfalteries, tabrets,

pipes, and harps, they approached his holy habitation,

that they might prefent before him their gifts and of-

ferings in the manner he required. Hence the invi-

tation of the royal poet, ' Serve the Lord with glad-
c

nefs, and come before his prefence with fmgingV
Recollecting, in folitude, his own experience, he fays,
c He went with the multitude that kept holy-day, ta
c the houfe of God, with the voice of joy and praife.*

The gladnefs of heart felt by the inhabitants of Judea,

at the time to which this prophecy refers, was to re-

femble the joy which they exprefled in feafons of

peculiar feftivity, when it arrived at the greateft

height. The reafon is fubjoined in the next verfe.

30 And the Lord fhall caufe his glorious

voice to be heard, and fhall fhew the lighting

down of his arm, with the, indignation of his

anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire,

with fcattering, and tempeft, and hailftones.

Our prophet now foretels, that Jehovah was to

appear in the glory of his majefty, and in the terrors

of his wrath. The defcription is truly fublime, exhi-

biting great objects with a magnificent difplay of ima-

gery and diction \ exprefling ideas at once with per-

* Pfal. c. 2.

Vol. II. 4 X fpicuity
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fpicuity and elevation, that they might ftrike more
forcibly upon the mind. The glorious voice of

God may denote, the thunder of his power, the voice

of his excellency, which none can underftand. Of
this voice, which is truly glorious, the pfalmift: gives

a fplendid reprefentation in Pfal. xxix ; where he fays,

it rends, makes, penetrates, melts, and breaks the ob*

jecls to which it reaches. The thunder may be call-

ed the voice of God ; becaufe it proceeds from him,

is indeed tremendous, and affords an awful difplay of

his majefty, power, and glory. Not only was the

Lord to make his voice to be heard, but he was alfo

to Jhew the lighting down of his arm. In allufion to

the arm of man, by which he exerts his (Irength, and
performs the greateft achievements, to afTift our feeble

apprehenfions of the divine power, the fcriptures fpeak

of the arm of the Lord, by which he difplays his om-
nipotence, not only in prote&ing, delivering, and af-

fifting his people, but in overthrowing their enemies.

Of his holy arm, Jehovah was to mew the lighting

down. His avenging power was to accomplifh the

mod aftonifhing effects, when it laid hold on the

people of his wrath, and made them feel the direful

confequences of his dread difpleafure. With the in-

dignation of his anger. In accommodation to the

weaknefs of the human underftanding, Ifaiah, fpeak-

ing of Jehovah, afcribes to him thofe actions and paf-

fions that cannot in a literal fenfe be applied to

him ; but which lead the mind to inveftigate thofe

operations and qualitie\ which belong to him, that

are analogous to the images he employs. Though
anger is not in God, a turbulent uneafy paffion as in

man
; yet indignation and wrath are attributed to

him, when he acts in fome meafure as m^n that are

highly difpleafed. The expreflion under confedera-

tion, imports, that, in fulfilling this predi&ion, the

Almighty was to vex, in his hot difpleafure, thofe

who had infulted and provoked his majefty, and to

diftribute farrows to them in his wrath. Then, as

feid



Ver. 30, PROPHECIES of ISAIAH, 715

faid the prophet Ezekiel, c his anger (hall be accom-
* plifhed, and he will caufe his fury to reft upon
* themV A finking defcription is n%xt given of

the dreadful concomitants of the divine difpleafure.

It was to be attended with

Theflame of a devouring fire. The words may be

underftood literally, fignifying the terrible flafhes of

lightning which were to accompany the execution of

the awful judgments here threatened, and to be the

means of confuming the haughty adversaries of the

kingdom of God : or they may be interpreted figura-

tively, denoting the dreadful judgments which were

to be infli&ed upon the AfTyrians, at the time refer-

red to. Like the flames of devouring fire, they were

to break forth fuddenly and unexpe&edly, and to

fpread with amazing rapidity, confuming all that

came within their reach. Adopt either of the expo-

fitions that you think beft, and moft fuited to the con-

nection and defign of the prophecy. With fcatter*

ing; probably the effect of a prodigious (tormy wind,

that difperfed and carried away every thing moveable

upon which it lighted.- And with tempeji : which

may either fignify, a violent commotion in the air,

accompanied. with a fierce flormy wind; fome fudden

impetuous irrefiflible calamity, or a combination of

defolating judgments.^-

—

And hail/iones, from thofe

treafures which God hath referved againfl the time of

trouble, againfl the day of battle and war, when he

fometimes fhowers them down* of a large fize, in vaft

quantities. The army of the five confederate kings,

which were difcomfited in the days of Jofliua, fuffered

much more from the great hailflones that fell upon

them, than from the fword of the Ifraelitesf. Of
this fort, were the hailflones by which the army of

the proud AfTyrian monarch was in part to be over-

thrown.——O Lord, how great are thy works ! how
unfearchable are thy judgments ! We contemplate the

* E?ek. v. 13. \ See Jofhua x. n.

operation
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operation of thy omnipotent arm, not only in the im-
meafurable expanfe of heaven, and in this well-fur-

nifhed world ; but in the wind, the rain, the hail, the

thunder, tne lightning, and the temped, which thou
fended upon fome places, to execute thofe purpofes

of mercy, or righteoufnefs, which thou haft in view

to accompliih. O Lord ! be not a terror to us in the

day of evil.

31 For through the voice of the Lord fhall

the Aflyrian be beaten down, which fmote with

a rod.

Though the dedruction of the Aflyrians was to be
executed by the mjnidry of an angel, yet it was not

to be accomplifhed in profound filence : it was to be

accompanied with an amazing temped, with thunder,

lightning, and hail ; at lead, with fuch confufion and
terror as is excited by fome dreadful « hurricane.

There feems to be an allufion, in this verfe, to the

defolation produced by the thunder of God's power,

which beats down all that ftands in its way, and does

great things that we cannot comprehend. By this

tremendous voice of Jehovah, the Aflyrians, who
had fmitten with a rod, and feverely punifhed the

people of God for their fins, were to be laid prodrate

on the ground. Indelible impreflions of the ma-
jedy, power, and glory of God, may be difcerned,

not only in the creatures he hath made, but in the

difpenfations of his providence, which we never con-

template aright, unlefs we fee God in them. A nice

judge looks with a critical eye on a fine picture, not

fo much to obferve the different fhades in the colour-

ing, as to difcover the exquifite (kill of the painter,

that, in the beauty of the workmanfhip, he may ad-

mire the abilities, and read the name of the artid.

Thus ought we, my brethren, to behold the wonder-
ful works of the Mod High, and particularly his

works of judgment, which are admirably adjuded in

all



VER.32. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 717

all their circumftances ; and clearly announce his

name, and his voice, from whence they proceed.

32 And in every place where the grounded

ftafffhall pafs, which the Lord fhall lay upon
him, it fhall be with tabrets and harps : and in

battles of making will he fight with it.

Thefe words feem defigned to confirm and illuftrate

the certainty of the divine judgment, which was to

be executed upon the proud adverfaries of God's

people.—«—The king of AfTyria, with his army, was

the grounded ftaff, or the rod of correction, as the

Hebrew word fignifies, intended in this prediction

;

of whom the prophet Habakkuk thus fpeaks :
c O

* Lord, thou haft ordained them for judgment; and,
* O mighty God, thou haft founded them for cor-

* rection V The AfTyrian empire was the rod or

ftaff wherewith God corrected the nations, and par-

ticularly his own people ; the inftrument whereby he

inflicted righteous judgment upon them for their

fins. In every place in the land of Canaan,

through which this ftaff, the AfTyrian monarch and
his army, pafTed, u e, had occupied and defolated

—

which the Lord fhall lay upon him ; i. e. upon which
place the7 Lord fhall caufe his rod of correction to

reft, according to the marginal reading ; it, the rod

or ftaff, fhall pafs away with tabrets and harps. The
metaphor is taken from oxen put into the yoke, or

beafts of burden which carry heavy loads, that are

goaded and ftruck with a rod, by thofe who have the

management of them. In a condition fnnilar to thefe

animals, were the people reduced to fervitude by the

AfTyrians, who greatly diftrefTed them by heavy

taxes, oppreflive edicts, and fervile labours. All thofe

places which were ftill inhabited, that had felt the

oppreflive weight of this grounded ftaff, after their

* Hab. i. 1 2.

miraculous
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miraculous deliverance from the power of an infult-

ing foe, by the flaughter of the Aflyrian army, were
to celebrate this great event with the inftruments of

mufic which were then in ufe. And in battles of
Jhaking will he fight with it. Thofe places in Judea,
which had been fpoiled and defolated, were greatly

to rejoice, when the remains of the vaft Aflyrian

army pafled along ; becaufe God himielf had,

from heaven, fought againft their enemies, and by
his ftrong hand, and ftretched-out arm, had fhaken

and torn them to pieces. The thunder, lightning,

and hail, with other plagues, {truck them with terror,

made them tremble and (hake, whilft they were en-

tirely defeated, and all their hoftile defigns difcon-

certed. Sennacherib, having confpired againft the

Jewifh people, and taken the defenced cities of Judah*
laid fiege to Jerufalem, fully determined to fpoil and
deftroy that city : but almighty God was pleafed to

fruftrate his purpofe, to fight againft his army in

battles of fhaking, to humble that haughty monarch,

and to cut down the thickets of his foreft.——The
judgments of God are a great

v
,deep, which we can-

not explore We are unable to explain their nature,

to inveftigate the caufes of their fuddennefs and feve-

rity, of their frequency, extent, and continuance*

Thefe fubje&s, which far tranfeend the molt pene-

trating underftanding, we ought to contemplate with

awe, veneration, and profound fubmiflion, deeply fen-

fible, that, in this manner, it is our indifpenfable

duty to give glory to the Lord our God. *

^ For Tophet is ordained of old
;
yea, for

the king it is prepared : he hath made it deep

and large : the pile thereof is fire and much
wood ; the breath of the Lord, like a ftream of

brimftone, doth kindle it.

This verfe, which concludes the fubjedl of which

©ur prophet hath been treating, contains an important

argument
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argument whereby the foregoing predictions are efta-

blifhed, and a forcible defcription of their entire com-
pletion*. Confidering the words in relation to the

AfTyrians, to whom they primarily referred, they

muft be literally explained : viewing them as having

refpect to the inveterate enemies and perfecutors of

the church of God in evefy age, to them they may
be figuratively applied. Let us fhortly confider theai

in both fenfes. The Hebrew word Tophet figni-

ties, fuch a martial initrument as we call a Drum.
It was the name of a valley, fituated near to the city

Jerufalem, on the fouth-eaft ; which was alfo called,

the Valley of Hinnom. In this place, the Canaanites,

and afterward the Israelites, notwithflanding they

were ftric~Uy prohibited, facrificed their children,

burning them in the fire, in honour of the idol

named Moloch. It was a hollow image, made of

brafs, placed in this valley, into which its votaries

having put fire, they threw in the children alive,

that were offered to this idol. To prevent their la-

mentable fhrieks and cries from being heard, perfons

were appointed to beat upon drums, or inflruments

fomewhat fimilar to them. Hence it had the name
of Tophet. Several things are related concerning

this infamous place in the Old Teftament, which

fhew, that it exhibited a finking emblem of the

place of torment, the lake of fire and brimltone,

wherein the wicked are punifhed. Situated without

the walls of Jerufalem, it w7as deftined to be the

theatre on which the mod excruciating anguifh was

fuffered : the mofl bitter fcreams of the tortured

children were every where heard. In thefe, and in

other refpects, it afforded an affecting reprefentation

of the infernal regions, which are feparated from the

New Jerufalem by an impaffable gulf; where the

worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ; where

the voice of their torment afcendeth up for ever and

ever, who worfhip the bead and his image. It is

therefore ufed for a place of punifhment by fire.

Tophet



po LECTURES on the Chap. XXX.

Tophet is ordained of old. It was appointed and ap-

propriated by the moft High, to whom all his works
are known from the beginning, to be the place

wherein the mod awful divine judgments were to be
executed upon the avowed implacable enemies of the

church. This ordination is affirmed to have been of

old, in the counfels of God, which are from everlaft-

ing : or, as the word, in the original language, figni-

fies, from yefterday. The expreflion, when applied

to any divine constitution, muft be underftood in a

figurative fenfe, denoting that period, long ago elapf-

ed, when God fettled the mountains, and formed the

valleys, which, to him, is as yefterday. Tea, for
ihe king it is prepared. The literal Tophet was fo or-

dered and difpofed, by infinite wifdom and power, as

to form a proper convenient place for the deftruction,

of the vaft army of the great king of Affyria. The
allegorical Tophet is alfo prepared, by the fame om-
nipotent righteous Lord, for the king, the prince of

this world, the chief and leader of the powers of

darknefs, with all his fubjecls, who are led captive by
him at his pleafure. Our bleffed Saviour therefore,

defcribing the procefs of the final judgment, declares,

that he will fay to them on his left hand, ' Depart
* from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared
* for the devil and his angels V He hath made it

deep and large. So exteniive were the dimenfions of

the valley of Tophet, that it was admirably fuited to

the accomplifhment of the awful purpofe to which, at

the time referred to, it mould prove fubfervient. The
Tophet prefigured by it, is made fufficiently capacious,

not only to contain the king and head of the apoftafy

from God, but all the nations of them that forget the

Lord, and yield chofen fubjection to the prince of the

power of the air.

The pile thereof is fire and much wood. Vaft quanti-

ties of timber muft have been collected into the valley

* Matth. xxv. 41.

of
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of Tophet, for the horrid purpofe of confuming the

immenfe number of human facrifkes which were
there offered to Moloch. The fire and much wood,
burnt in that place, might reprefent, the dreadful in-

gredients which conftitute the complicated mifery of

thofe who fhall be tormented in the prefence of the

holy angels, and in the prefence of the Lamb. It may
be inquired, How could the large piles of combuftible

materials be kindled? The anfwer is given in the

next words : The breath of the Lord, like ajiream of
hrimftone, doth kindle it. Notwithstanding numbers
of people were doubtlefs employed in fetting on fire

the large piles of wood which burnt in the valley of
Tophet, yet the word of God, accompanied with his

almighty power, gave fecret efficacy, and certain fuc-

cefs to their operations, that they might accomplifh

his righteous judgments. With refpect to the other

Tophet, of which it was the figure, the wrath of Je-

hovah, here compared to liquid brimftone, effectually

kindles the unquenchable fire, whereby the wicked
fhall be tormented ; who, in the words of Jefus

Chrift, ' fhall be caft into a furnace of fire; there-
4

fhall be wailing and gnafhing of teethV
This momentous and interefting truth ought not

to be fuperficially difcuffed, or flightly paffed over,

left, by treating it in this manner, it fail to operate

thofe extenfive falutary effects, on our temper and
conduct, which It is intended to produce. I will not,

however, enlarge at prefent, left your attention, which
hath been arrefted by this awful fubject, may relax,

and fo the impreffion it is fuited to convey, become
faint and confufed. I therefore conclude this Lecture

more abruptly than I could have wifhed. 4 The
* Lord hath made all things for himfelf ;

yea, even
* the wicked for the day of evil f.' An excellent He-
brew fcholar remarks, that the original words might

be properly tranflated, " The Lord hath made every

* Matth. xiii. 42. f Prov. xvi. 4.
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" thing for that which correfponds to it ; even the
" wicked for the day of evil :" and what is more fuit-

ed to a wicked man, than an evil day. Doth not af-

fronted majefty, and impartial juftice, require, that

thofe who perverfely endeavour to counteract the ds-

fign of infinite wifdom in their formation, mould feel

the effects of almighty power in their punifhment ?

Would you then happily avoid the dreadful doom of

the enemies of God ? flee from the wrath to come,

forfake your evil ways, and betake yourfelves to the

hope fet before you. In the plenitude of pureft com-

panion, and with bowels of the tendereft love, the

great God, whom you have offended, entreats you to

efeape from the terrible miferies that are coming on

the workers of iniquity. * As I live, faith the Lord
* God, I have no pleafure in the death of the wic-

« ked—turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways ; for

' why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael
#

? The Lord
« blefs thee, and keep thee : the Lord make his face

8 fhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : the

f
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give

* thee peace f
.'

* Ezek. xxxlii. II. f Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26.

END OF VOL. II.
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