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LECTURES
ON THE

PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH

W
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

7E now enter on the confideration of another

t Se&ion of the Second Difcourfe, contained in

the fifth part of the Prophecies of lfaiah. Its mani-
feft defign is, to adminifter comfort to the Church of

God, deftined for a long period to fuftain various af-

flictions, intended, by infinite Wifdom, to purify them
from remaining corruptions, to exercife and improve
their graces, Walking in darknefs, and having no
light, their faith and hope required to be fupported

and eftablifhed by renewed promifes of grace and fav-

our. In the profecution of this valuable object, the

great Mefliah is introduced addrefiing the polterity of

Abraham and Sarah, the heirs of the blefting pronoun-
ced upon the renowned father of the faithful.—He
directs them to call to remembrance the fmall begin-

ning from whence their nation took its rife, and gives

folemn afTurance of the approaching happy change
in the ftate of the Church, in confequence whereof,

through the plentiful communications of divine mer-
cy, it was to refemble the paradife of God, ver. i—3.

—He foretels the converiion of the Gentiles, who were

to be enlightened by his falutary doctrines, and to be-

Vol. VI. A come



% PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

come partakers of his great falvation, ver. 4— 5.—He
announces the total abolition of the Old Terrament

difpenfation, to make way for the eftablifhment of the

new ceconomy of grace, the perpetuity of which is de-

fcribed in very Itrong terms, ver. 6.—After which he

predicts the certain deftrudtion of his adverfaries, who
were to oppofe the interefts of his kingdom, and to adr,

in hoflility againft his people, ver. 7— 8.—The Church
is then brought forward, encouraging themfelves in

the power of Jehovah, who of old had delivered their

fathers from oppreffion in Egypt, and inverted them
in the pofleflion of the land of Canaan, ver. 9—11.—
This is followed with an afTurance of God's merciful

regard, and a prediction of the overthrow of thofe

kingdoms who were to refufe affiftance in founding

the newkingdom of God, ver. \%— 1 6.—Having men-
tioned the direful calamities which were to befal the

people of God, they are called upon to be of good

comfort in the reviving profpecl: of their deliverance,

ver. 17—20.—The chapter concludes with an explicit

declaration of their releafe from affliction, and the exe-

cution of righteous vengeance on their enemies, ver

21—23.

CHAP. LI.

HEARKEN to me, ye that follow after

righteoufnefs, ye that feek the Lord:

look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and
to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged^

To comfort his peculiar people, who feared the Lord
and obeyed the voice of his fervant, the Mefliah de-

mands their fpecial attention, and exhorts them to call

to mind the flock from which they were defcended.

The perfons to whom he addrelled his difcourfe are

thus characterized, Ye. that follow after righteoufnefs.

The Hebrew word tranilated righteoufnefs, is ufed in

Scripture



Ver. i. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 3

Scripture in various fenfes, and is of fuch extenfive

import, that it is not eafy fometimes to afcertain its

precife meaning. Here it may denote truth and juf-

tice—the doctrine of the Son of God is emphatically

denominated ' the word of truth/ inafmuch as it con-

tains the mod certain and important difcoveries, rati-

fied and confirmed by God, who cannotlie, the precious

promifes made unto the fathers, and fulfilled unto their

children ; and * the word of righteoufnefs/ becaufe the

righteoufnefs of God, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, are

therein celebrated, which being believed from the

heart, men become righteous before the Lord. It

comprehends whatfoever enlightned reafon, and the

holy law of God requires; things that are true, honeft,

juft, pure, lovely, virtuous, and of good report. To
follow after righteoufnefs intimates, that, notwith-

Handing it was far from them, and apt to efcape their

vigilance, they profecuted this worthy object with ar-

dour and afliduity, convinced, that in the belief and
obedience of the word of righteoufnefs and truth con-

fids their chief excellence, beauty, and utility ; that

deftitute of righteoufnefs, they iliould be deformed,

miferable, and odious.—What an ineftimable acquifi-

tion is this. The way of the wicked/ (faith the

proverb), ' is an abomination to the Lord ; but he
* loveth him that followeth after righteoufnefs *.'

This righeoufnefs is the beauty and ornament of hu-

man nature, it conftitutes a principal part of the di-

vine refemblance, it is the peculiar effect of the opera-

tion of God, the richeft jewel we can acquire, the

precious feed that fprings up into everlafting life, the

amiable object: which we ought to endeavour with

diligence and conftancy to attain.

Te that feek the Lord, firmly convinced of

your abfolute need of the enjoyment of his favour,

which is
#
better than life, to your pofTeffing true hap-

pinefs, ye feek his face with your whole hearts, in

the diligent ufe of thofe means he hath inftituted.

Deeply fenfible, that his mercy, hisaffiftance, direction,

and prote&ion, are indefpenfibly requifite to your

felicity

* Prov. xv. 9,
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felicity and comfort, ye are earneftly defirous to ob-

tain from God thefe important bleflings. In obedience
to his command, and encouraged by his promifes, who
allows none of the pofterity of Jacob to feek him in

vain, ye affiduoufly endeavour, in the ways he
hath pointed out, to obtain the fruits of his loving-

kindnefs. Ye who are the generation of them that

feek the face of the God of lfrael, folicitous to enjoy

the light of his countenance, and the good of his cho-

fen people.—' It is now time to feek the Lord,' as faith

the prophet Hofea *: it is notyet too late to commence
this important bufinefs, in which 1 would have you,

brethren, immediately to engage, animated by the

gracious affurances, that they who are thus employed
ihall not lack any good thing, and that when you
fearch for God with all your heart he will be found
of you.—Perlbns of this derfciption are required,

To look unto the rock, &-c. Scripture allulions to

natural objects are adapted to the ordinary capacities

of mankind, and therefore in fome cafes, as in the

one before us, do not require nice difquifition to un-
fold their import. The figurative language ufed in

this \er(c, was doubtlefs well underftood by thofe to

whom it was primarily directed, and for the benefit

of all is explained in the following verfe. The mean-
ing of the exhortation feems to be this, Confider the

anceftors from whom ye are defcended, and from a

careful 'furvey of their character and circumftances,

ye mayleain many ufeful inilructive leffons. Steadi-

ly contemplate the patriarch Abraham, the friend of
God, the father of the faithful, your renowned pro-

genitor, and fix your thoughts on the good conduct
of his virtuous companion for life, whofe children ye
are as long as ye do well.

2. Look unto Abraham your father, and
unto Sarah that bare you ; for I called him
alone, and blelfed him, and increafed him.

Fix
* Chap. x. 12.
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Fix your attention, I fay, on this highly-favoured man,

and his beloved wife, from whom ye have the honour

of being lineally defcended. Recollect how7 the Lord

God was graciouily pleafed to call him, with his fpoufe,

from among an idolatrous people, living in Ur of the

Chaldees, to enjoy the molt valuable privileges, to

worfhip the living and true God, to be the father of

many nations, the heir of the world, the heir alfo of

the righteoufnefs that is by faith, and an eminent ex-

ample of faith in God and obedience to his command.
This vocation is faid to have been peculiar to Abra-
ham, becaufe he only received command from God
to leave his country and kindred, and to go out into

a place which he fhould afterwards receive for an in-

heritance ; and he went forth, not knowing whi-

ther he went *. Terah his father, Sarah his wife,

and Lot his brother's fon, accompanied him in his

journey from Ur, to the land whither he travelled,

determined to fnare in the fortunes of their refpedted

relation. What an ineftimable favour was conferred on
the fervant of the moft high God, in being feparated

by divine authority from the focietyof thofe who were
addicted to grofs idolatry, that he might be wholly
appropriated to the fervice of Jehovah ! What a

ftrong fenfe of duty mud the patriarch have feir,

What entire acquiefcence in the wifdom and goodnefs

of Providence, when, furrendering all his worldly

interefts, he became a Itranger and fcjourner on the

earth ! This is a fubjecl, taken in connection with
what follows, truly worthy of attentive cohfidetation.

And blejfed him, with all manner of temporal and
fpiritual bieffings. The Lord God bleffed him with
great riches, and large poiTeffions, as his principal

fervant reported to the family of Laban. * The Lord/
faid he, hath bleiTed my matter greatly, and he is

* become great ; and he hath given him Mocks and
4 herds, and iilver and gold, and men-fervants and
' maid-fervants, and camels and aiTes f;' He was
bkfled with frequent delightful converie with God,

who
* Hsb. xi. 8. 4- Gen. xxiv. 35.
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who vouchfafed to enter into covenant with him,

who granted him the forgivenefs of iins, the accept-

ance of his perfon and fervices ; hence we read, that
* Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to

* him for righteoufnefs *.' Befides, the Almighty
rendered him a public bleffing, all the families of the

earth being bleiied in him and in his poiterity, whilft

in his conduct he exhibited an illuftrious example of

faith in the promifes of God, and of resignation to

his will.

—

And increafed him% All circumilances con-

fidered, this was an extraordinary event. Before

the increafe in Abraham's family took place, which is

here referred to, the patriarch was near one hundred
years old, Sarah was alfo arrived at old age, and ne-

ver had any children. In this ftate the promife of an

incrcafing poiierity, numerous as the ftars of heaven,

muft have feemed chimerical and abfurd. Notwith-
ftanding the promifes that God had made to him, re-

fpeding his being the father of many nations, ap-

peared highly improbable, yet Abraham was ftrong

in faith that he would perform what he had promifed,

and againft hope believed in hope. And his expec-
tation was fully gratified in due time.—Thefe and
other circumftances, relative to the father of the

faithful, Jehovah requires thofe who follow after

righteoufnefs attentively to confider, that they may
thereby be induced to imitate his good conduct.
If, after the example of this great man, you are pre-

pared, in obedience to the command of God, to leave

your molt valued pofTeffipns, and, repofing unfufpect-

ing confidence in the power and faithfulnefs of Jeho-
vah, to furmount every difficulty that lies in the way
of duty, you fhall experience in due time the truth
of his promifes. In this view, compliance with the

direction 1 have been explaining appears in a ftrong

light, as highly uleful to ellabliih faith and hope if*

the providence and word of God. When your condi-
tion feems molt deltitute, turn your thoughts to this.,

venerable fervant of God, and his partner for life,

and

* Rom. iv. z.
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and contemplate them amidfi preffing difficulties,

coftly facrifices, and heavy trials, trufting in him
who never fails to verify his promifes, and by their

worthy example be animated to patient continuing

in well doing.

3. For the Lord fhall comfort Zion : he will

comfort all her wafte places, and he will make
her wildernefs like Eden, and her defert like

the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladnefs fhall

be found therein, thankfgiving and the voice

of melody.

Thefe words contain an explicit afTurance of the

certain accomplishment, of the glorious change which
God was to make in the ftate of the church, by the

abundant communications of his favour. Thou ;h

in their primary and literal fenfe, they might have re-

ference to the remarkable happy alteration which
the Almighty was to effect in the land of Canaan,

after it had long lain in a defolate condition, on
the return of the Jews from captivity at Babylon,

the figurative fpiritual import of the prediction de-

mands our chief attention. The late learned Biihop

of London juftly obferves, in his notes on thefe Pro-

phecies, that the myftical or fpiritual fenfe is very

often the mod literal fenfe of all *. This remark is

verified, 1 apprehend, in the verfe before us, and
upon this principle 1 proceed to conflder the feveral

parts whereof this prophecy is compofed.'—Glorious

things are faid in the Old and New Teftament con-

cerning Zion, the fubjecl: of this prediction. God
is affirmed to have chofen Zion, to love the gates

thereof, and to delight to dwell therein ; and Chrift

is faid to dwell there, and from thence his law and
his falvation, with all the precious bleffings it con-
tains, are faid to proceed. It is therefore reprefented

as the joy of the whole earth ; it is highly extolled

on account of its beauty, liability, and felicity, and
often

f Page 237. of fecond edition,



8 LECTURES on the Chap. LI,

often celebrated as the happy place wherein many
ineftimabie promifes are fulfilled, among which is

the one now to be illuftrated. Thefe great benefits

are not fo applicable to the literal mount Zion as to

the church of God, which it prefigured, and which
is frequently fpoken of in fcripture under that

name. Indeed it is not uncommon, in the facred

writings, for the perfon or object typified, to bear

the name of what was intended to reprefent or fore-

fignify that perfon or thing. Jefus Chrift is called,

by the apoftle Paul *, our paffover, becaufe that in-

ftitution was defigned to exhibit him, in a very lin-

king point of view, who was facrificed for us ; for

the fame reafon the church is denominated Zion.

—

This felect, highly-favoured fociety, our prophet de-

clares,

The Lord will comfort. He will invigorate and
fortify the minds of his peculiar people, under the

doubts, and fears, and forrows, whereby they are

diftrened. If, for important reafons, he does not re-

move thofe evils, he will fo alleviate them, by va-

rious means, that they fhall fuftain them with eafe

and chearfulnefs. Though they may continue for a

feafon in an afflicted, destitute condition, yet in due
time God will arife and have mercy on them, by re-

lieving them from the miferies and forrows whereby
they are oppreiTed. He will give them fubftantial

proofs of his loving-kindnefs and tender care, by fa-

ving them from their diftreffes, by defending them
from their enemies, by feafonably fulfilling his pro-

mifes, and by imparting the confolations of his Spirit.

In a fpecial manner—He will comfort all her wq/le

places, &c. Thefe, with the wildernefs and the de-

fart, mentioned in the following claufes of this verfe,

may denote the focieties of the faithful, or thofe in-

dividuals whereof they are compofed, from whom
the inflences of divine grace had been in great mea-
fure withheld, who had not enjoyed the miniftia-

tjons of the fervants of God, nor the ordinances

whereby

* i Cor. viii. 7.
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whereby the Church is improved and becomes fruit-

ful in holinefs and righteoufnefs. Thofe who are in

fuch forlorn circumftances God will comfort, by
(hewing them the neceflity and utility of afflictions,

by rendering their defolate condition fubfervient to

their real benefit, by mitigating their diftrefles, by
enabling them to bear their troubles with fortitude

and patience, and by pouring refrefhing confolations

into their hearts. In confequence thereof, they fhall

adopt the grateful acknowledgment of an apoftle, ex-

pre&d in his own name and that of the Church of

God, * BleiTed be God, even the Father of our Lord Je-
' fus Chrift, the Father of mercies, and the God of all

4 comfort, who comforteth us in all our tribulation*.

'

He will make her wildemefs likeEden, &c. Thofe who
have been in a moft defolate, hopelefs condition, fhall

be made to aflame a new7
, beautiful, and fruitful ap-

pearance, the very reverfe of their former Hate. The
country of Eden, iituated on the banks of the Eu-
phrates, is faid to be one of the moil delightful, fer-

tile places in the world. There the Lord God plant-

ed a garden, formed a complete paradife, celebrated

for its fertility, verdure, beauty, and fragrancy ; for

the fine fhades afforded by the leaves of the trees

and fhrubs, the variety of rich delicious fruits, the

odoriferous fmell of beautiful flowers, and the plea-

fant rivers whereby it was watered. In this gar-

den of delights were placed, by the great Creator,

the Arrt man with his companion. In fcripture, any
country that is remarkably pleafant and fruitful

is compared to it, or called by its name; and, in the

words Defore us, the Church, after having been com-
forted by Jehovah, is faid to referable Eden, the

garden of the Lord. Though in time paft like a ne-

glected deiert, having been enriched by the boun-
ties of Providence, and the bleflings of grace, their

circumftances are entirely changed. Within their

precincts is a beautiful variety of trees of righteouf-

nefs, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glo-

Vcl. IV. B rified;

* z Cor. i 3,4.
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rifled ; defended by divine Providence, warmed by
the benign influence of the Sun of righteoufnefs,

watered by the dew of God's bleffing and the river

that makes glad the city of our God, filled with the

precious fruits of faith and holinefs, and tended by
men eminent for fanctity, prudence, learning, and
other ufeful accomplifhments.— Such fhall be the

very pleafanr afpecl of the Church of God, after ha-

ving been folaced and revived by the interpofitions

of Providence, and the liberal communications of his

grace.

Joy and gladnefs JJ)all be found therein, &>c. The
participation of the benefits above mentioned, and
the bkfled effects wherewith they were to be attend-

ed, fhould give rife to exultation and joy only : they

were to excite thankfgiving and the voice of melody,
of which they are the genuine natural expreflions.

Gratitude and praiie, which are the duty and delight

of God's fervants, were to be prefented to their great

Benefa&or, as part of that homage he juftly demand-
ed for the bleffings which in mercy he had feafonably

conferred upon therm With thankfgiving was to

be joined the voice of melody. Every heart and
eve ry voice was to be tuned, to celebrate the praifes

of Jehovah for his wonderful works, and to extol his

glorious name for his mercy in promifing, and his

faithruinefs in accomplifhing, his good word unto his

fervants.—This prediction, which hath been fulfilled

irom time to time, according to the good pleafure of

God and the exigencies of his people, is not to be li-

mited to any one period. It was in fome meafure
verified to the church founded in Zion and Jerusa-
lem, which extended throughout Judea, Samaria,
and Galilee. Ttocfe places which had been defolate

like a defert, through the divine efficacy that accom-
panied the miniftry of the gofpel, were made to a-

bound with the precious fruits of knowledge, faith,

love, and other graces, in confequence whereof they
refembled the fertile £kafant garden of Eden. And
when the let time to favour Zion arrives, the people

which
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which fhall be created anew in Chrift Jefus (hall praife

the Lord with joy and triumph, in pfalms, and hymns,
and fpiritual fongs. His name fhall be declared, and
his praifes in Jeruialem.

4 Hearken unto me, my peop'e, and give

ear unto me, O my nation : for a law (hall

proceed from me, and I will make my judg-

ment to reft for a light of the people.

The Meffiah proceeds to call the attention of his

chofen people to the fources of that confolation which
he was to adminifler to the afflicted church, derived

from the vocation of the Gentiles to the knowledge
and worfhip of the living God, by means of the goi-

pel. He addreffes efpecially, I fuppofe, the Jewifh

people, who in a particular manner belonged to him,

being emphatically denominated his own inheritance.

They were his property, not only in common with

other men, but he had appropriated them to himielf

from among all the kingdoms of the earth, that they

might be to him a peculiar people, and with them he

dealt as he never did with any other nation. From them
primarily he demanded the clofeft attention to the

iubjedfc here introduced, being at once momentous and
interefling. There were doubtlefs many among them
who did not advert to the excellence of the bleffings

to be conferred upon the Church, to the magni-

tude of the judgments to be inflicted on their ene-

mies, nor to the predictions of the prophets, wherein

thefe things were clearly foretold, and therefore they

much needed to be routed to ferious confideration.

—

From us, brethren, who profefs to be the ranfomed
of the Lord, the great Redeemer requires the fame
diligent attention, that we may underftand the im-

portant truths he delivers, that we may ponder them
in our hearts, and experience their fandtifying prac-

tical influence. Let us incline our ear and come
unto him, hear and our foul fhall live.

For
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For a law flailproceedfrom me, &c. The law and

the judgment may denote the doclxine and precepts

of the gofpel, which are made known to all men, ac-

cording to the commandment of the everlailing God,

for the obedience of faith. The gofpel is fometimes

called the law by our prophet, becaufe it contains

an explicit declaration of the good pleafure of the

almighty Sovereign of heaven and earth, becaufe it

was promulgated by divine authority, and urges, by
the molt perfuafive arguments, the belief of the re-

cord it contains and fubjection to all the commands
of its glorious Author. With great propriety, there-

fore, it is denominated the law of faith, the royal

law, the perfect law of liberty, and the lav/ of truth.

—With no lefs juftice is the gofpel fpoken of by the

name of judgment ; inafmuch as it is the word of e-

quity, truth, and righteoufnefs*; which contains the

unerring rule whereby men ought to decide on what-

ever relates to God, to their neighbour, and them-
felves, and whereby they diftinguiih true from falfe

religion. Betides, it exhibits a wonderful difplay of

the wifdom and prudence, the equity and rectitude,

of the divine adminidration in the oeconomy of fal-

vation, and in the overthrow of every thing that ex-

alteth itfelf againft the knowledge of the Son of God.

—This law was foretold to proceed from the Meffiah,

who hath therein manifested his infinite holinefs,

wifdom, and grace ; who hath repaired the injured

honour of the divine government, and revealed a fair,

beautiful creation, a new heavens and a new earth,

wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs.—This judgment was
to have its fixed refidence in the Church, which,

though transferred from one place or kingdom to

another, fhall continue to abide with men while fun

and moon endure. The inhabitants of this earth can
no more prevent its progrels and continuance, by
their greatefi combined efforts, than they can hinder

the fun from (Inning, the wind from blowing, and
the rain from falling. Comfortable truth ! The Son
of God, who is faithful and true, will make his

judgment
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judgment to reft for a light of the people. His gof-

pel, which is the inftrument he employs to enlighten

the nations, mall conftantly impart to them highly -

ufeful interefting difcoveries of the mod important

objects. He will thereby convey to them the know-
ledge of the glory of God ; he will (hew them the

malignant nature, and dreadful confequences of fin ;

he will exhibit himfelf to them as an all-fufficient

Saviour ; he will grant them the promife of the Holy
Spirit ; and make his word to be a light unto their

feet, and a lamp unto their path. By thefe and

other glorious privileges, the difciples of the Lord
fhall be animated to walk with chearfulnefs and ala-

crity in the ways of God, fo as to adorn the gofpel,

verify their profefiion, and demonftrate to the world

the excellency of his religion.—Do you, my friends,

endeavour faithfully to improve the light of the gofpel

with which you are favoured, and to get your hearts

and lives thereby habitually influenced. Diligently

ftudy, not only the promiies and privileges which
it contains, but every part of the duty it inculcates,

toward God, toward yourfelves, and toward your fa-

milies, your friends, and your enemies, with the view

of getting your temper and conduct conformed to

the whole will of God. Take heed that you be not

partial in the law of the Lord, reflecting fome pre-

cepts, and rejecting others contrary to your inclina-

tion or intereft, but be felicitous that the light of

the gofpel may irradiate your minds, and illuminate

every ftep in your lives.

5. My righteoufnefs is near: my falvation

is gone forth, and mine arms fhall judge the

people : the ifles fhall wait upon me, and on
mine arm fhall they truft.

The Mefliah announces, in thefe words, the ex-

pected introduction of his righteoufnefs and falvation,

of which the Gentiles were to become partakers.

—

Righteoufnefs may here denote the faithful accom-

piifhment
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plifhment of God's promifcs, whereby his juflice, ve-

racity, and other attributes, were manifefted in the

redemption of his people.—The aftonifhing benigni-

ty and condefcenfion which the Son of the Higheft

difplayed, in his perfect obedience to the will of God,
ana in the fufferings he was to fuftain for the deliver-

ance of his Church, whereby he fulfilled all righ-

ts oufnefs, and obtained falvation for thofe who were
ready to perifh ; which, in the words often ufed on

this fubjed, conftitutes the righteoufnefs of finners,

in virtue whereof they acquire right to eternal life

and glory.—This precious benefit is affirmed, by its

great Author, to be near; as the time fixed by infinite

Wifdom for its revelation approached, and was nigh at

hand in his fight with whom a thoufand years are as

one day, and inafmuch as it was placed fully in the

view of thofe to whom thefe prophecies were delivered.—My falvation is goneforth. The falvation of Jefus

Chrilt includes deliverance from fin and all its dire-

ful confequences, with an indefeafible right to the

incorruptible inheritance referved for the faints, and
a progreffive meetnefc for the enjoyment of that

eternal felicity. It is a deliverance not only from pre-

fumptuous, but from fecret fins, from fins of the

heart as well as of the life. It is a deliverance from
the deftru&ive influence of iniquity, from its conta-

minating pollution, its awful punifhment, and at lafl

from its very exiftence. It is a deliverance from eve-

ry enemy, and from all evil, accompanied with a glo-

rious elevation to the full and everlafting enjoyment
of the mod exquifite happinefs and dignity, in

conlequence of the righteoufnefs of the Meiliah be-

ing near, this falvation is faid to have gone forth,

difrufing its benign influence among the inhabitants

of the earth. The expreflion feems to allude to the

fun in the firmament, who, after he appears in the

morning, is faid to go forth in his circuit to the ends
of heaven. He gradually afcends higher and higher,

and fhines with increafing fplendor, until he arrives

at the brightnefs of noon, in like manner, the falva-

tion
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tion of Jefus Chrift, which at firft appeared as a lamp

that burneth, the light that it emitted being confined

to the land of Canaan, progreflively advanced and

became more luminous and brilliant, until it enlight-

ened all the regions of the earth. This falvation,

the knowledge and acquifition whereof was to extend

to all nations, like the path of the juft, fhineth more

and more unto the perfect day.—Since, then, the

righteoufnefs of the Son of God is brought near in

the gofpel, and openly fhewed in the fight of the

heathen, fince the Lord hath made known his falva-

tion, let us be convinced of the inieparable connec-

tion that fubiilts between thefe important benefits.

Deeply fenfible that there is no falvation but by

righteoufnefs, and that wherever there is righteouf-

nefs there (hall be falvation, let us diligently feek

the kingdom of God, and his righteoufnefs, and fre-

quently exprefs before him our fervent defiies for the

falvation of Ifrael that goes forth from Zion, in

which the upright fhall rejoice, and all the fons of

God fhall fhout aloud for joy

And mine arms (hall judge the people. The omni-

potence of God our Saviour, operating by the mini-

ftry of the gofpel, for the converfion and falvation of

finners, and the punifhment of impenitent tranf-

greflbrs, may be figmfied by the figurative exprefiion

here ufed. The divine power is fometimes fpoken

of in fcripture as the finger, the hand, the arm, and

the arms of Jehovah, according to the purpofes for

which it is exerted ; and in proportion to the difplays

of his providence and grace, given in the protec-

tion or deliverance of his people, in vanquiihing

or deifroying their enemies. Of the divine p'ower

manifefted for thefe purpofes, Mofes the fervant of

the Lord thus fpeaks, in the beautiful eulogiurn he

pronounced upon ifrael before his death :
c The eter-

6 nal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the ever*
1 failing arms V Here our prophet foretels, that

the Meffiah was to employ his mighty power m
judging

* Deut. xjcxiii. 27.
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judging his people, in ruling the nations, in determin-

ing their future derliny, in fupporting the interefts

of his Church, in defending and remunerating his

faithful fubjects, and in puniming thofe who refufe

to fubmit to his fceptre of righteoufnefs. The whole

of his adminiftration, in providence and grace, mall

be conducted with almighty energy, as well as con-

fum mate equity. 1 1 is added,— The iflesjhall wait upon

vie, &c. By the ifles may be meant, as in chap. xlii. 4.

the Gentile nations who for ages prior to the advent of

the greatRedeemer, were im merfed in ignorance, fuper.

ftition, and idolatry, and addicted to many enormous

crimes and abfurd practices. Having made known to

them the appearance of the Son of God, the doctrine

which he published, and the falvation of which he is

the author, they were to renounce their abominable

cuftoms, their expectation was to' be directed towards

him, their dependence was to be placed on his power,

grace, and faithfulnefs, and all their hope of falvation

was to be founded on his mediation and promifes.

—

And on mine arm Jhall they trujl. They in all rely on
his almighty power for ail thofe important benefits

which are necefTary to prefent fafety and eternal

happinefs. Committing themfelves to him who is

mighty to fave, they fhall put their confidence in his

compaflion and omnipotence, for every blefling he
Hands engaged to bellow on thofe who believe and
obey him.—According to this prediction, the inha-

bitants of many of the iflands in Alia, Africa, and
Europe have been favoured with the gofpelof the
grace of God, and been indructed in the faying abi-

lity and tender mercy of Jelus Chrift, who hath be-
come the object of their expectation and trull. Let
us thereby be encouraged patiently to wait, and
firmly to confide in him who is the deiire of ail na-
tions, the God of falvation, who is the confidence
of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar

off upon the fea.

6. Lift
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6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and
look upon the earth beneath : for the heavens

mall vanifh away like fmoke, and the earth

ihall wax old like a garment, and they that

dwell therein (hall die in like manner : but my
falvation fhall be for ever, and my righteouf-

nefs mall not be abolifhed.

The abolition of the Old Teftament difpenfa-

tion, to make way for the New oeconomy of grace,

with the everlafting righteoumefs and falvation of the

Meffiah, is foretold in thefe words

—

Lift up your eyes

to the heavens ; fteadily contemplate the magnificent

objedls which they prefent to view. Behold, with

admiration, their immenfity, their beauty, fplendor,

permanency, and the glorious luminaries where-

by they are enlightned and adorned—and fee the

illuftrious proofs they exhibit, not only of the exift-

ence, but of the majefty and grandeur, the wifdom,

power, and goodnefs of their almighty Creator—

•

Look upon the earth beneath, replete with the riches of

divine goodnefs, which the Molt High hath formed
to be a habitation for the children of men, and eita-

blifned that it mould not be removed, but continue

throughout all generations.—TFor the heavensfhall va-

nifb away like fmoke. The heavens, though pure and
tranfparent, though highly ornamented, and finely

illuminated, (hall fuddenly pafs away, and be feen no
more, at leaft in their prefent form, ferving the pur-

pofes to which they are now adapted.

—

And the earth

fhall wax old like a garment, that, having been long

worn, hath loft its beauty, firmnefs, and utility, be-

ing incapable of ferving the purpofes to which it had
formerly been applied.

—

And they that dwell therein

fiall die in like manner. The inhabitants of this earth

fhall not only wax old, like a garment, and vanilh

away like fmoke^ which is foon difperfed and quickly

difappears, but they fhall die like other living crea-

tures, leaving behind them their mod efteemed en-

Yol, IV. G jovments \
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joyments ; they fhall enter into a new, permanent
itate, wherein they fhall remain forever. This iub-

jeer, is forcibly defcribed by the apoitle Peter, who
declares, that the heavens and the earth which are
4 now, are kept in fibre, reierved unto fire, againit
4 the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
' men *.' And again he fays, that * in the day of
' the Lord the heavens (hall pais away, the elements
4

ftiall melt with fervent heat ; the earth alfo, and
4 the works that are therein, ih all be burnt up f

.'

Such feems to be the literal import of the words.

Let us confider them in their figurative fenfe, (in

which the heavens and the earth are fometimes men-
tioned in the prophetic writings), as denoting the ci-

vil and eccleiiaitical (late of the inhabitants of the

earth in general, and particularly of the Jewifh peo-

ple. In this view of the prediction, the heavens that

were to vanilh away, and the earth which was to

wax old like a garment, may fignify the diflblution

of the Jewifh church and Mate, the abolition of the

whole Mofaic ceconoiny, conliiling of the rites and
worfhip peculiar to that difpenfation. In this fenfe

the words of the writer of the epiftle to the Hebrews
are to be underilood, where he fays, 4

I fhake not
4 the earth only, but alio heaven—that thofe things
4 which cannot be fhaken may remain -if.' There
was to be, not only a dreadful concuilion in the con-

ititutions, facred and civil, that had been formed a-

mong the nations, but there was alio to be effected

a great change in the Jewiih difpenfation.—That
thofe things which cannot be fhaken may remain;

that the kingdom of the Son of God, which cometh
not with obiervation, that conliiteth in righteouf-

nefs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, with

the vifible adminiftration of its ordinances, accom-
panied by the power of God, may abide conti-

nually, according to divine appointment. Thefe

heavens were to pais away, and this earth was to

wax old ; they were to difappear, to make way for

the

* 2 Pet. ill. 7. f Ver. 10. J Chap. xii. 26, 27.
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the kingdom of JefusChrhl, with itsdodrines, inftitu-

tions, and privileges, which, like their divine Author,

fhall continue invariably the fame throughout all ages.

Bi:t my falvation [kali be for ever, &c. Amidil all

the revolutions that take place in this world, the fal-

vation and righteoufnefs of the Mefliah fhall remain

unimpaired, and endure forever. The falyation here

fpoken of may denote the everlafling gofpel, which

publishes the great falvation of the Son of God,

which reveals the way whereby it is obtained, the

various ingredients whereof it coniiils, and which,

through the favour of God, proves the mean of con-

veying it to the children of men.—Or it may fignify

the falvation itfelf, as it relates to the external ilate

of the Church, and their perpetual prefervation and
fafety ; as it refpeds alfo their internal and fpi-

ritual .ilate, comprehending deliverance from bon-

dage, condemnation and wrath, right to the favour

of God and eternal life, the pofieflion of the moll ex-

cellent gifts and graces, with progrefllve improve-

ment in conformity to the will of God.—This falva-

tion (hall be the permanent inheritance of the people

of God, who fhall enjoy, without end, the bleffings

it contains. Not like the deliverances wrought for

lfrael, from bondage, captivity, and other temporal

calamities, wherein they were again foon involved,

it fhall endure throughout all generations, and ter-

minate in the pofTeffion of an undecaying inheritance,

an everlading kingdom, and an incorruptible crown
of glory.

—

And my righteoufnefs /half not be aboUfhed.

The righteoufnefs here intended may be the lame
with that which was faid, in the 5th verfe, to be
near, namely, the perfect obedience yielded by Je-
fus Chrift to the will of God, whereby the law was
magnified, and the falvation of the Church was ob-

tained. Or it may fignify the word of righteoufnefs,

which fhews in what manner finners become righ-

teous before God, and how they ought to walk in all

the ordinances and commandments of the Lord
blamelefs. In either fenfe cur prophet declares, that

it
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it fhall not be abolifhed, deftroyed, or made of none
effect, but, being firmly eftablifhed, it fliall continue
for ever.—Both the righteoufnefs and falvation of the
Meffiah are everlafting, and indifpenfibly requifite

to your happinefs. If you are not interefted in thefe

precious benefits, what will all the enjoyments of

this world avail you, under a fenfe of divine dif-

pleafnre, and in the profpect of dhTolution. Give
diligence, then, to be found in him, not having your
own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which
is of God by faith *.

7. Hearken unto me, ye that know righte-

oufnefs, the people in whofe heart is my law,

fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be
ye afraid of their revilings. '

The great Redeemer having demanded the atten-

tion of his peculiar people, excites them to fortitude

and courage, by the coniideration of the imbecility

and certain deftruction of thofe who act in hoftility

againft them. In the beginning of this difcourfe they
are defcribed as following after righteoufnefs, now
they are addreffed as having become in fome mea-
fure acquainted with this valuable object. Hearken
diligently and incline your ear, ye that know righte-

oufnefs, who apply your minds to the (tudy of the word
of truth, and to the practice of what it requires, which
of allfciences is the mod excellent and the moftufeful.

What the root is to the tree, what the fun is to the

world, what the eye is to the body, that is the know-
ledge of righteoufnefs to the foul; it fupports, it illumi-

nates, and proves its nobleft ornament. It is the mean
whereby falvation is attained, it is the dillinguilhing

characteriftic of the difciples of the Son of God.

—

Would to God, my brethren, that 1 could addrefs

you under this eftimable character, but, alas ! fome

have not this knowledge, I fpeak this to your fhamef.
A fhame indeed it ls

}
that any who enjoy the means

of
* Phil. iii. 9. f 1 Cor. xv. 34.
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of improvement are not proficients in this valuable

attainment. Earneftly requeft that God would open

the eyes of your understandings ; carefully iludv the

holy fcriptures, thefacred repofitory wherein this pre-

cious jewel is to be found ; faithfully practife what you
know, and you fhall know more and more what to

practife. * if ye continue in my word,' faith Jefus

Chrift, * then are ye my difciples indeed *.'

The people in whofe heart is my law. The doctrine

of the gofpel, the law of righteoufnefs, the good plea-

fure of God made known to men for the obedience

of faith, are doubtlefs intended in this expreilion.

This law is not merely in the heads, but in the hearts

of the people who are addreiTed in the verfe. This

is the form of doctrine into which, as the apotle Faul

fpeaks, they were delivered, and obeyed from the

heart j\ In the words now quoted, the gofpel is

reprefented as a mould, into which the metal, when
melted, is conveyed, in confequence whereof it lofes

its former fhape, and aflumes a figure exactly corre-

fponding to the model into which it was caft. in like

manner the people of God, who are renewed after

his image, have the law cf Chrirl inferibed upon
their hearts, whereby an intimate correfpondence is

ertabliihed between the divine law contained in the

icripture, and the impreflion made upon their minds.

Ardent affection is experienced to God's precepts,

a ftrong propenfity is felt to obey them, and a pro-

greilive conformity to them becomes their delightful

fludy. The knowledge of righteoufnefs is, in this verfe,

connected with the law of God in the heart, forming

together the peculiar character whereby the fervants
/

of the Moil High are diftinguifhed, the new nature

whereof they are made partakers. BlefTed is he who
fpake thefe words which I have been illuhrating, and
happy are they to whom they are applicable.—Thefe
few itrictures ought to induce you, my brethren, to

reconfider your real character and fpiritual flare.

Are your hearts and lives unrefervediy i'ubjected to

the

* John viiio 31, f Rom. 6. 17.
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the law of God ? do you prefs after growing confor-

mity to his will? Are you well fatisfied to be difpofed

of by his providence, to be governed by his authority,

and to live devoted to his intereft and glory ? Do you
abandon whatever he commands you to forfake? do
you rend whatever he requires you to oppofe? do you
rart with whatever he enjoins you to reiinquilh ? and
do you fuffer whatever he appoints you to endure ?

—

To you the animating exhortation is directed,

Fearye not the reproach of men, &c. Ye may be

expofed to the malevolent reproaches, and cruel re-

vilings, of impious malignant men, who, by fa lie ?c-

cufations, difgraceful epithets, odious afperfions, and

flanderous mifreprefentations, may endeavour to ren-

der you contemptible. Thefe bitter words, theie

deteftible calumnies, intended to dived you of your
good name, which is preferable to great riches, like

fwords may penetrate your hearts, and be apt to cuili

your fpirits : But remember, that all the indignities

and contumelies which ye fuffer from the world that

lieth in wickednefs, are defigned, by infinite wifdom
and love, to render you conformed to him that you
call your Mailer ; who, though the King of glory, a-

dored by the celeftialhofts, fubmitted, for your fakes,

to be defpifed and rejected of men, to be reproached

by the people, yea, to be ilandered and reviled as a

blafphemer, a feducer, and a wine-biber. Forget

rot the benediction pronounced, and the fupport

promifed, by our gracious Lord to thofe who on his

account are maligned and injured. • BlefTed are ye
* when men (hall revile, and perfecute you, and
' (hall fay ail manner of evil againft you falfely,
4 for my fake ; rejoice and be exceeding glad, for

great is your reward in heaven *.' ' If ye be re-
4 proached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye; for

* the fpirit of glory and of God refteth upon you -}*.'

In due time ye (hall be reicued from every un-

juit calumny, ' and he mall bring forth your righte-
4 oufnefs as the light, and your judgment as the

noon-

* Mat. y. u,i2. f i Pet. iv. 14,
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1 noon-day *.'—Fear ye not, then, neither be ye

afraid. Guard with the utmofr. caution againft that

fear which debilitates the mind, excites conMerna-

tion, produces anxiety, and incapacitates for duty,

whilft it difpoies to employ improper means for ob-

taining relief. Be not difmayed at the profpecl of re-

proaches and revilings, neither be terrimd when ye

meet with them; the dread of them might prove high-

ly prejudicial to your belt interefts, it might imbitter

your comforts, divert you cf inward tranquillity, de-

prive you of liberty of fpirit, and greatly increafe and

multiply your miferies. Be not difcouraged or dif-

quieted by the malicious ilanders and inveclives with

which ye may be loaded. Though men may endea-

vour to rob you of your reputation, they cannot be-

reave you of inward peace and ferenity ; though they

try to mifreprefent your character and conduct in the

view of the world, they cannot deprive you of the

favour of God ; though they wreit from you earthly

pofTeffions, they cannot take from you treafures in

heaven ; though by falfehood and calumny they en-

deavour to frighten you from a fteady attachment to

truth and duty, they cannot hinder you from parti-

cipating of thole divine joys, and fublime confolations,

which the faints of the Moll High experience, in fpite

of the malice and fury of their adversaries. Yield

not, then, to a bafe embarraffing timidity, aflured

that the lying lips (hall be put to filence, which
fpeak grievous things proudly againii the righteous

;

and that God will hide you, in whole hearts is his law,

in the fecret of his prefence, from the conspiracies of

men, and will keep you fecretly in a pavilion from
the ftrife of tongues f.—What illuitrious examples
are recorded in the New Terlament of undaunted
fortitude, amidft a torrent of abuiivc language and
virulent reproaches. What a noble fuperiority of

mind did the difciples of Jems Chriit difplay, before

the high-prieit, the rulers and elders gathered toge-

ther at Jerufaiem, when they periecuted and threat-

ened

* Pfal. xxxvii. 6. f Pfal. xxxi. iS— 20.
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ened them. What heroic courage did the apodle

Paul manifed, when accuied by the orator Tertul-

lus, before Felix, the Roman governor, as a pedilent

fellow, and a mover of fedition ! And in following

ages, the fervants of Jefus Chrift, who endured trials

of cruel mockings, of fcourgings, yea, moreover, of

bonds and imprifonments, have exhibited, on memo-
rable occaiions, aftonifhing proofs, that, far from be-

ing intimidated by reproaches and revilings, they

gloried that, they were counted worthy to naffer fhame
for the fake of their Lord and Saviour.

8. For the moth fliall eat them up like a

garment, and the worm mail eat them like

wool : but my righteoufnefs fhall be for ever,

and my falvatioa from generation to genera-

tion.

Compliance with the preceding direction is urged,

from the confideration that the fufferings of God's

people {hall foon be terminated by the dedrucdion

of their enemies, whilft the falvation of Meiliah

fliall be perpetuated throughout all ages. As the

moth bred in the garment, and the worm that is in

the wool, filently, ilowly, and effectually confumes
the cloth and the materials whereof it is compofed,

—fo the weaked and mod defpicable infiruments,

employed by divine Providence, fhall certainly de-

flroy thofe who calumniate and injure the fervants

of God, and deprive them of their power and in-

fluence. They {hull periih, either by means of the

corruuj pafiions they have cheriftied in their own
breafts, or by fome feeble, contemptible inflruments

raifed up for this purpofe.—The other argument
is derived from the perpetuity of the righteoufnefs

and falvation of Jehovah, of which 1 treated when
illuftruting the 6th verie of this chapter, where the

fame truth was mentioned. My righteoufnefs and
faithfulnefs fhall continue to be difplayed in the ful-

filment
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filment of the promifes I have given to my peculiar

people, and the great work of falvation fhall be car-

ried forward from one generation to another, until

it fhall be fully confummated. And after my word
is accomplished, my redemption completed, and the

enemies of my Church overthrown, a new glorious

fcene fhall be opened, wherein righteoufnefs and fal-

vation fhall eternally triumph.

9. Awake, awake, put on ftrength, O arm
of the Lord ; awake, as in the ancient days,

in the generations of old. Art thou not it

that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dra-

gon ?

The Mefliah having addrefled his chofen people,

in a manner fuited to the afflictive circumftances

wherein they wrere involved, the form of difcourfe is

now changed, and the Church is introduced direct-

ing earneft fupplications unto the God of falva-

tion.—The requefl is addreffed to the arm of Jeho-

vah. The ftrength and beauty, the propriety and
elegance of the expreffions, with the import of the

prayer, claim peculiar attention. Notwithstanding

God is a fpirit, that hath not flefh, and bones, and
arms, like thofe which belong to the human body,

yet, in accommodation to our weaknefs, and to af-

fift our feeble apprehenfions of the Supreme Being,

human paffions, and bodily parts, are often figura-

tively attributed to him. The arm of man being the

inftrument whereby he exerts the greatefl ftrength,

and performs the moft arduous enterprizes, it affords

a fit emblem of the power of Jehovah, whereby he

is able to fubdue all things to himfelf. This omni-

potence is entreated, once, again, and a third time

to awake. The repetition intimates, that this re-

queft made deep impreffion on the minds of the fup-

plicants ; it exprefTes the fervency of defire, the feel-

ing fenfe of urgent neceffity that the prayer might be

fpeedily granted, and the high importance of the be-

Vol. IV. D nefit
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ne fit which is afked. Though he that keepeth If-

rael neither ilumbers nor ileeps, and is always

attentive to their fituation and fafety, there are

fume feafons wherein he feems to be unmindful

of their dangerous circumftances, and is therefore

earneftly entreated to interpofe in their behalf.

A remarkable inftance of this occurs in the 44th

pfalm, when the Church complained that they were

covered with the lhadow of death, and for the lake

of their Lord killed all the day long. In this deplo-

rable (late they turn to the Almighty, and implore

his gracious aid. • Awake, why ileepdt thou, O
' Lord ? call us not off for ever.' And at the period

referred to in the prayer before us, when Providence

did not appear to regard their diitrefs, they cry with

importunity for fupport and deliverance. Feeling

their afflictions, convinced of their infufficiency to

tiTecl the relief they wanted, they earneftly plead

for help from on high, from whence alone their aid

could come.—The difplay of omnipotence is requeu-

ed to be like that which in ancient times was exhi-

bited, when the mighty arm of Jehovah was em-
ployed in working ftupendous miracles, in order to

accomplifh the liberation of the ifraelites from bon-
dage in the land of Egypt, and to put them in poi-

feffion of the glory of all lands. A fignal exertion

of mercy and power is earner! ly entreated. Mani-
feft, O Lord God, thy omnipotence and glory, fo as

thy rlrong hand may be feen working our defence

and deliverance ; and let the help thou affords be at-

tended with fuch circumftances as may excite admi-

ration and gratitude.

—

Put onjlrength. Take to thee

thy great power and reign, ailift, fuppo:t, and de-

fend us, amid the dangers and calamities whereby
we are opprelled. Our enemies are many and
powerful, we have no might to oppofe and vanquilli

them, and therefore we humbly implore thy help

ana deliverance, begging that thou wilt feafqnably

interpofe in our behajf, fo (hall we triumph in thy
praife.

—

Awake, as in the ancient days, &-c. Let thy

mighty
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mighty arm remain no longer inactive, but put forth

thy invincible ftrength, as in pad ages, when thy

glorious power effected the mod wonderful deliver-

i nces —The recollection of former mercies is both

ufeful and comfortable, efpecially in feafons of di-

ftrefs ; tor as divine difpenfations are commonly uni-

form, whatever hath happened may again happen
in ilmilar circumdances, fo that the experience of

former generations, as well as of our own times,

ought to be improved for our encouragement.

Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, &-c. Rahab,
which ILmifies pride, or iirength, is a name given in

fcripture to the kingdom of Egypt, which was of

old a very powerful nation. The royal Poet, con-

templating the magnificence, edabliihment, and glo-

ry of the city of God, and predicting the numerous
acceflions -to- be made to the Church from among the

Gentiles, the firft which he mentions is Rahab, or

Egypt *. This kingdom, once celebrated fur irs great

power, Jehovah did cut or break in pieces, when he

overthrew, in the fea, the chariots, the horfemen,

and all the hods of Pharaoh, and gave them to be

meat to the inhabitants of the wildernefs ; their bo-

dies being cad afhore, they became the food of the

wild beafts of the defarts.

—

And wounded the dragon.

The Hebrew word tranflated dragon lignifies alio a

crocodile, remarkable for ftrength, cruelty, and cun-

ning, an animal that frequented the river Nile, and

the marfhy grounds in Egypt. The mind imme-
diately recedes from this creature, and the literal

fenfe of the expreffion, and paffes to the contempla-

tion of the object it is intended to reprefent, the in-

human, fubtle, and powerful prince who prefided

over that kingdom. Of this perfecuting dragon Je-

hovah did break the head, and gave him a deadly

wound, when he drowned him and his mighty holts

in the depths of the fea. The remembrance of the

glorious deliverance, which was thereby effected, for

the en.flaved, oppreffed pofterity of Jacob, fuggefts a

ilrong

* Pfal. lxxxvii. 3.
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flrong argument to induce the Church of God to

expect new mercies from him in the time of their

diftrefs, and for this purpofe the fubject is here men-
tioned.—Former benefits received mould prove as an

anchor of hope, to preferve us ftedfaft in the day of

trouble, confident that he who hath delivered will

yet deliver.

io. Art thou not it which hath dried the

fea, the waters of the great deep, that hath

made the depths of the fea a way for the ran-

fomed to pafs over ?

Another memorable inftance of God's feafonable

exertion of his mighty arm, in favour of his people,

is mentioned in this verfe.

—

It dried the fea. 1 he

immenfity of the ocean, the vail multitude and

ftrength of its waters, efpecially when greatly agita-

ted by a ftorm, render it a moft tremendous object,

which nothing lefs than infinite power can controul.

How glorious the omnipotence of Jehovah, which
not only raifes and calms that boifterous element at

his pleafure, but can eafily dry up its waters.— That
hath made the depths of thefea a wayfor the ranfomed

to pafs over f The armies of lfrael having advanced
to the fea-fliore, in imminent danger of being again

enflaved or deftroyed by their enemies, who clofely

purfued them, the fea was inftantly divided at the

lifting up of the rod of Mofes, and opened a new
path, by which the pofterity of Jacob paffed in per-

fect fafety to the oppofite land. After which, the

waters returning to their former Hate, all their ad-

verfaries who followed them were overwhelmed in

the great deep. To this aftonifhing event, afford-

ing an illuftrious proof of the mighty power of Je-
hovah, exerted of old in behalf of his people, to ef-

fect their redemption from the houfe of bondage, the

Church looked back, as affording ample ground of
hope and encouragement in the time of diilrefs.

Art not thou, O Lord God, the author of the won-
derful
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derful deliverance to which we allude, that we re-

collect with admiration and gratitude, as affording

a noble demonftration of thine infinite ability to fave,

and a finking evidence of thy perfect readinefs to

help, in feafbns of trouble and perplexity. This me-
morable interpofition of thy mercy and power we
call to remembrance, as a ftrong incitement to the.

exercife of faith and hope, of trull and dependence

on thee, for relief from the evils and dangers where-

by we are environed.

11. Therefore the redeemed of the Lord
mall return, and come with finging unto

Zion, and everlafting joy (hall be upon their

head : they fhall obtain gladneis and joy, and
and forrow and mourning fhall flee away.

Thefe comfortable words contain the anfwer, which

the Spirit of God dictated, to the fervent prayer reci-

ted in the two verfes immediately preceding,—the re-

ply that our prophet was directed to give to the ear-

ned requefts prefented by the Church. The fame

almighty power which had been employed of old in

vindicating the pofterity of Abraham from thraldom

in Egypt, was to be feafonably exerted in every age

for extricating the people of God from the afflictions

and oppreffions whereby they were diftreffed. The
intimate connection between the foregoing ardent

prayer, and the joyful aflurances here given of a fa-

vourable return, feems to be expreffed by the word
Therefore in the beginning of this verfe. Prayer is

an ordinance of divine appointment, and did not

God honour his own inftitution, and verify his own
folemn declarations, of hearing and anfwering the

fupplications of his fervants, they would prove in

fome meafure vain and nugatory, though not alto-

gether ufelefs. If the perion engaged in prayer is

accepted, if the homage is approved, if the facrince

prefented is an odour of a fvveet fmell, if it does ho-

nour
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nour to God, and becomes a proper acknowledgment
of his glorious perfections ; if in this way he is ad-v

mitted to communion with his Maker, though no
other benefit refulted from this fervice, thefe advan-
tages ought powerfully to prompt to the performance

of the duty : efpecially when it is recollected, that

he who is able to do more than we can afk or think,

hath promifed to grant comfortable aniwers to the

fuppJications of the needy. The Lord God hath not

faid to the houfe of Jacob feek my face in vain, nor

is there one inftance on record, that 1 know, of ear-

ned prayer which did not receive a gracious anfvver

from him who hears the defires of the humble ; nay,

he hath been pleafed frequently to give more than

was afked. Such ftrong encouragement being held

forth to importunate prayer, the redeemed of the

Lord cannot fail, by this means, to obtain joy and
gladnefs in their way to Zion.—The exposition given

of the words before us, which occured in chapter

xxxv. 10. fupercedes the neceffity of explaining them
at prefent. Nothing farther feems requifite, than to

have pointed out the defign of their being introduced

in this pafiage.

12. I, even I am he that comforteth you :

-who art thou, that thou fhouldft: be afraid of

a man that fhall die, and of the fon of man
which fhall be made as grafs ?

After the above digreffion, if it may be fo called,

the conlblatory difcourfe begun in the firft part of

the chapter is continued.—i, even I am he that com-

forteth you. The Lord God doth not barely fay to his

people that he can comfort them, if he pleafe, or

that in fome inftances he had adminiftered to them
this defirable bleffing, but he affirms, that having

abundant facred confoiations, which will not difap-

point their expectations, and of which none fhall be
able to deprive them, he will not fail, on every pro-

per
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per occafion, to impart them to thofe who follow af-

ter righteoufnefs, and feel themielves weak, afflicted,

and deflitute of human aid. I am he who alleviates

your troubles, who retrains your enemies, who
mitigates your forrows, who removes the evils

that you feel or fear, and who gives you reviving

promifes of gracious affiltance and deliverance to

iupport your dejected minds, In due feafon I will

extricate you from all the tribulations that, for falu-

tary purpofes, you now endure, and in the meaa
time you mall have ftrength to bear them with for-

titude and patience. This blelTed office the Lord
God is pleafed to aflume, this work he appropriates

to himfelf, and in this employment he feems to glo-

ry. And after his fervants have been engaged in

fervent prayer for the exertion of his mighty power,

he often difpenfes to them divine confolations, by the

faving ftrength cf his right hand, and by fending

gracious anfwers to their petitions.

Who art thou that thoufimddjl he afraid of a man ?
The Almighty calls to account every individual of

his people who yields to the influence of the flavifli

fear of man, and reprimands the indulgence of that

criminal diipcfltion.—Who art thou that art diilreiT-

ed with timidity and terror of a frail mortal creature

like thyfelf, and behavett as if thou haded not the

eternal God for thy helper and refuge? This pointed

enquiry carries in it the force of a l"harp reproof for

indulgence in this unbecoming temper, whilft it

ferves to (hew its extreme folly and pernicious ten-

dency, By giving way to timidity, you act inconiiit-

ently with the manly fortitude which on ail ecca-

iions you ought to manifeil; you act unworthy of

that firm, heroic resolution, which ought always to

diitinguifh the fervants of the living God. What
fufficient reafon canft thou affign for allowing thy-
felf to entertain a fervile dread of a fellow-mortal ?

ferioufly expoftulate with thyfelf on the abfurJity

of thy conduct, now that thou art interrogated as to

this matter. The fear of man bringeth a {hare, and
wherever
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wherever it predominates the fear of the Lord is defi-

cient in its operation.—Recoiled; the frail, uncertain,

dying condition cf the object that excites thy dif-

roay and terror. The meannefs, the weaknefs and
infignificance of man, is reprefented in fcripture by
a variety of fimilitudes. He is compared to a fha-

dow, that hath no real exiflence, and which foon

vanifhes away ; in his befl eflate to vanity itfelf,

which aiTumes, rather than poflefTes any fubftantial

reality ;—to the fmall dull that adheres to the ba-

lance ;— to the defencelefs worm, that is continually

in danger of being crufhed to death ;— to the grafs,

which foon decays and is cut down ; and—to the

flower of the grafs, which is quickly gone, fhrinks

into the ground, and perifhes. Thus doth man fade

away in his ways. Why, then, moulded thou be

afraid of fuch a feeble, fhort- lived creature ? The
greateft and moil formidable of the human race (hall

foon die, and be laid low in the dud, and therefore

the tranfitory nature of his exiftence, and certain

approaching dhTolution, ought to check anxiety and

dread.—Let us remember, that thofe whom we mofl

admire, love, and truft, (hall die ere long, and take

'heed that we do not place too much affection or de-

pendence upon them ; that thofe whom we mofl

fear and Hand in awe of, fhall foon be removed by
death ; and, therefore, let us beware that we do not

indulge in difmay or terror.

13. And forgetteft the Lord thy maker,

that hath ftretched forth the heavens, and laid

the foundations of the earth ? and haft feared

continually every day, becaufe of the fury of

the oppreifor, as if he were ready to deftroy ?

and where is the fury of the opprelfor ?

Having reproved that fervile fear of man, which
would dillurb and diftrefs the minds of thofe who are

comforted of God, a farther check is given to this

finful
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finful paffion, by fliewing its inconfirtency with an

abiding recollection of the majeity and grandeur of

Jehovah.—Notwithstanding the Lord God hath em-

ployed various means to preferve continually the

remembrance of him frefh in your minds, you have

neglected to cheriih. frequent pleafing thoughts of

the difcoveries of his power and prefence, which he

hath every where exhibited. Though he hath re-

minded you of his exiftence and glory, not only by

the creatures with which you are furrounded, but by

the difpenfations of his providence, and the im>

preffions made on your hearts by his good Spirit,

you have not realized his perfections, nor fuitably

regarded his operations. How criminal this neglect

of thy Maker, who gave thee being, breath, and all

things, and endowed thee with the power of remem-
brance ;—who created in thee anew heart, and ad-

mitted thee into the highly-favoured fociety of his

Church, over which he prefides, and which he guards

with unremitting care and affection. Juftly, then,

mayeft thou blufh, and be afhamed of thy fprgetful-

nefs of thy Creator.

—

"That hath Jlretched forth the

heavens, &c. ; that by his omnipotence formed and

extended the immenfe expanfe of the heavens ; that

fpread abroad the clouds and the firmament, wherein

are placed, in admirable order, innumerable glorious

luminaries ; and that eftablifhed the higheft heavens,

wherein the prefence of Jehovah is efpecially en-

joyed.

—

And laid the foundations of the earth. This

expreflion, which refers to architecture, where the

foundation is the mod necefiary and important part

of the building, that bears the weight of the whole

fuperftructure, and gives it ftrength and {lability, in-

timates that the Lord God not only formed, but hath

fo eftablifhed the earth, that it cannot be removed

for ever.—Since, then, the Almighty hath given

fuch illuflrious difplays of his goodnefs, wifdom, and

power, in the creation and prefervation of the uni-

verfe, how juftly reprehenfible is the conduct of

his people, who refide on the earth, contemplate

Vol. IV. E his
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his glory in the heavens, and who daily receive frefh

proofs of his loving kindnefs and tender care, to al-

low this gracious God, and his precious benefits, to
Hip out of their memories, and who do not remem-
ber him and his ways.

And haftfeared continually every day, &c. By act-

ing under the influence of the fear of man, deftitute

of proper refpect to God, who only ought to be fear-

ed, and perfifting in this abfurd practice, you ad in-

confiftently both with your character and duty. How
miferable the condition of perfons emphatically de-
fcribed by Mofes, in his laft folemn charge given to

all lfrael :
* Thy life fhall hang in doubt before thee,

* and thou fhalt fear day and night, and fhalt have
1 none alfurance of thy life,—for the fear of thine
' heart wherewith thou fhalt fear, and for the fight of
4 thine eyes which thou malt fee *.' .In fimilar per-

plexing, diftrefling circumftances were the people to

whom the prophet addrefFed his difcourfe.

—

Becauje

of the fury of the opprejjor, who, incenfed with rage,

and filled with wrathful indignation, loaded them
with bitter reproaches ; compelled them, by violence

and cruelty, to fub*nit to hard labour, to comply
with tyrannical impofitions, or to endure the molt
excruciating fufiferings. Such feem to have been the

caufes of that timidity and difmay which the follow-

ing words are intended to difpel. And where is the

fury of the opprejfor P The queilion intimates, that

the object was in reality a thing of naught, and of

fhort continuance. The oppreflbr and his fury were
perfectly under the controul of the Almighty, and
both were foon to come to an end. Though he may
be great in power, and fpreading like a green bay
tree, yet he (hall quickly pafs away, and if fought for

he fhall not be found.—What ftrong encouragement
do thefe words adminifter to the people of God, and
what a fharp reproof do they convey to thofe who
afflict and opprefs them. The total overthrow of

magnificent cities, the lead veftige of which cannot

now
* Deut. xxviii. 66, 67.



Ver. 13. PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH. 35

now be difcovered ; the tragical fate of powerful

empires, fwept with the befom of deftrucYion ; and

the horrible death of the perfecutors of the Church,

fugged fuch a reply to the enquiry here made, as

authorizes us to fay, the oppreflbr and his fury fhall

ere long be fought for in vain.

14. The captive exile haftneth that he may
be loofed, and that he fhould not die in the

pit, nor that his bread fhould fail.

Our prophet declares, that the perfecutors of the

people of God, being difperfed and brought to no-

thing, thofe who had been banifhed from their na-

tive country, and thrown into places of confine-

ment were to be fet at liberty, that they might go

wherever they pleafed. Being liberated from the

prifons, the loathfome dungeons, and from the fet-

ters wherewith they were bound, in which they en-

dured hunger, thirfl and nakednefs, pains and for-

rows, through the cruelty of their oppreiTors, they
were happily fet free from want, mifery, and the

dread of death, whereby they had been grievouily

diftreffed. In the words of the royal Pfalmift, * The
* Lord beheld the earth from heaven, to hear the
4 groaning of the prifoner, to loofe them that were
6 appointed to death, to declare the name of the Lord
* in Zion, and his praife in Jerufalem *.' No mi-
fery fo complicated, no malice fo inveterate, no power
fo great, from which God doth not extricate his

faithful fervants. After having fuffered bondage,
imprifonment, tortures, and calamities of various

kinds, he fends them deliverance in his own good
time and way. This prediction, on which it is un-
neceiTary to enlarge, hath been remarkably fulfilled

in different periods of the Church, when God hath
commanded deliverances for the children of Jacob,
and fruitrated the wicked defigns of their adversaries.

Encouraged by this animating confederation, how fer-

vently

* Pial. cii. n
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vently ought we to pray, * O let the fighing of the
' prfoner c me before thee ; according to the great

-

' nefs of thy power, preferve thou thofe that are ap-
* pointed to die */

15. But I am the Lord thy God, that divi-

ded the fea, whofe waves roared : the Lord
of holts is his name.

With what a magnificent exordium is the fubject

introduced contained in the following verfes. The
preceding part of this difcourfe was directed to the

timid affli&ed difciples of the Meffiah ; here the

form of expreffion is changed from the plural to the

lingular number, and our prophet, in the name
of Jehovah, particularly addrefles the more eminent
fervants of God employed in advancing his kingdom,
and the intererls of truth and righteoufnefs in the

earth.—To fuch he faith, I am the Lord thy God ;

the fovereign, omnipotent, unchangeable Jehovah,
who am intimately related to thee, who have deli-

vered thee from innumerable evils, preferved thee

amid alarming dangers, provided fupply for thy ma-
nifold neceffities, fupported thee under thy great

weaknefles, and in every emergency have granted

thee feafonable help and relief.

—

That divided thefea,

to open a fafe paffuge for the Ifraelites from the op-

preffion of the Egyptians ; and that keeps in conti-

nual motion the immenfe body of waters whereof
the fea is compofed. By the fame glorious power,

for which nothing is impoflible, he can preferve and
wTork deliverance, with the utmoft eafe, for his

Church, from danger and calamity, amid all the

commotions that arife among the inhabitants of the

earth. The Lord, who is mightier than tiie noife of

many waters, ftilleth the tumults of the people, gives

check to their turbulent paffions, which endanger,

and might difturb the tranquillity of his chofen ; or

who by various means removes them out ot the way,

that

* Pfal. lxxix. 11.
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that no obftacle may hinder his fervants from the en-

joyment of promiied liberty. The lignal inftances

of divine power and providence here alluded to, fur-

nifhes complete evidence of the all-fufficiency of the

Lord God to preferve his faints in perfect fafety, and
to extricate them from the perilous circumitances

wherein they are involved. No evil, however tre-

mendous it may appear, from which he is not able

and willing to refcue them.

—

The Lord of hojls is his

name. He is the Lord of all the celeitial hofts, who do
him homage, and execute his pleafure ; yea, all the

creatures, from the greateft to the leaf!:, the lumina-

ries of heaven, every thing in the earth, the fea, and
the air, is obedient to his voice, and fulfils his com-
mands. He employs them as he fees proper to fulfil

his purpofes. This glorious character, claimed by Je-

hovah, is replete with confolation to his people, who
are thereby reminded of their perfect fafety under

his protection who hath all power in heaven and
earth, who abafes the proud, and delivers the needy
from deceit and violence.

16. And I have put my words in thy mouth,

and have covered thee in the fhadow of mine
hand, that 1 may plant the heavens, and lay

trie foundations of the earth, and fay unto

Zion, Thou art my people.

The Lord God gives folemn afTurance to the Mef-

fiah, and his myltical body, the Church, acting un-

der his authority, that he would conftantly afford

them his favour and protection, until the great work
affigned them ihould be fully executed. The pre-

diction is delivered in the manner frequently adopt-

ed by the prophets, who fpeak of future events as if

they had actually taken place, to intimate the com-
plete certainty of their accompliihment.

—

I have put

my words in thy mouth, i have imparted to thee my
truths, my commands, my promiies and threatenings,

that
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that thou mayeft openly avow and confefs them be-
fore men ; and 1 have given thee ability, liberty,

and opportunity to communicate them to others,

that my name may be glorified, and the knowledge
of my falvation dhTeminated throughout all the earth.

-~And have covered thee in the Jhadow of mine hand.

This expreffion, which 1 had occaiion to explain

when treating chapter xlix. 2. may here import, that

Jefus Chrift, and his Church, were to enjoy perfect

iecurity, by the power and providence of the Al-
mighty, under whofe (hadow they were continually

to abide, of whom they were to fay, He is our re-

fuge, our fortrefs, our God, in him will we trull.

That I may plant the heavens, &c. Thefe words
muft undoubtedly be underftood in their figurative

fenfe. The renovation of the Church, the eftablilh-

ment of a new and permanent ceconomy of grace,

by means of the miniftry of the gofpel, which is here

intended, is exprefTed by planting the heavens, and
laying the foundations of the earth. Our prophet,

who deduces the principal images and ornaments,
which he employs to illuftrate and adorn his dif-

courfe, from natural objects, in order to magnify and
embellifh the predicted event, refers to the planting

of a garden with trees and fhrubs, and to the crea-

tion of the world. By thefe beautiful allufions he
illuminates the future by the paft, he delineates the

elegance and grandeur of the new world, he refcues

the prediction from obfcurity, and enables us, in

ibme meafure, to form diftinct ideas of' his meaning.
—The heavens and the earth may denote the new
ceconomy of grace, the better difpenfation ertabliihed

by the Son of God, which was fubftituted in place

of the former one, that had been corrupted and vi-

tiated, and which introduced a new form, new infti-

tutions and privileges, into the fpiritual (late of the

world. In this new ceconomy, the Lord God, accord-
ing to this prophecy, placed in fuperior ftations all

thofe illustrious perfons, whofe benign influence pro-

duced the moft falutary effects in the Church, and
entirely
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entirely changed the very face of the world, with

refpecl: to religion. Jefus Chrift, the Sun of righte-

oufnefs, arofe with healing under his wings, celeftial

intelligences proclaimed peace on earth, apoftles,

paftors and teachers, who are fpoken of as (tars, with

all thofe who hold eminent ftations in the kingdom
of God, enlightened that highly-favoured commu-
nity. The earth, which may fgnify here the great

mafs of the common people, who occupy inferior

ftations, and derive falutary influence from thofe

who are invefted with office and authority : them Je-

hovah declares he will efiablifh, and build upon the

Rock of ages, againll which the gates of hell mail

never be able to prevail. The exprefllons ufed in

relation to the heaven and the earth, intimate that

the great work here foretold was to be executed by
the peculiar agency of the Lord God, that it was

gradually to rife to maturity, and to remain in a

permanent, flourifhing condition.—In confequence

of this promife having been verified, the conduct of

men, both Jews and Gentiles, was wholly altered

towards God and one another. The Mofaic cecono-

my inftituted at Mount Sinai was abolifhed, and the

pofterity of Ifrael were taught to confider the Molt
High, and their brethren of other nations, in a dif-

ferent light from that in which they had been accu-

ftomed to view them. The falfe deities worfnipped

for many ages by the Gentiles were deferted, and the

homage that had been given them was withdrawn,

The abettors of fuperftition and idolatry were depri-

yed of the afcendency they had acquired over the

minds of men, and vaft numbers* of the inhabitants

of the earth adored and ferved the living and true

God, of whom they had hitherto remained ignorant.

In few words, the fpiritual ilate of the world was
changed, a new heavens and a new earth appeared,

and multitudes of the human race feemed to be new
creatures.

This remarkable alteration was to be accomplished,

that Jehovah might fay to Zion, thou art my people.

An
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At the period referred to, the Almighty was to afford

convincing evidence of the intimate, endearing rela-

tion in which he (lands connected with his Church,
whereby the world was to be conftrained to acknow-
ledge the lultre of his glory, manifeft in them, and his

difpenfations toward them. Though in times pad
the people of God had been reprefented as factious,

feditious, and troublefome, men were to be obliged

to own that their ftrength is in the Lord of hofts their

God * that they were his chofen inheritance, who
fhewed forth his praifes; his peculiar treafure, wherein
he will be glorified.—Improve, Brethren * this intima-

tion as a powerful argument to excite you to live and
act lb that God may not be afhamed to be called your
God, From this animating confederation derive com-
fort in all your diftreffes, and endeavour to fliew that

you are his people, by cheerful obedience to his au-

thority, by firm truft in his wifdom, power, and good-
nefs, and by contentment with every circumftance in

your lot.

17. Awake, awake, ftand up, O Jerufalem,

which haft drunk at the hand of the Lord the

cup of his fury ; thou haft drunken the dregs

of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.

Our prophet with great earneftnefs addreffes the

Church, afflicted by manifold calamities, whereby
they had been reduced to a irate refembling that of

peribns intoxicated with ftrong drink. Be directs

his clifcourfe particularly to the Church in Judea, or

jerufalem, the mother of all the other Chriftian

churches, the centre from whence they all diverged,

which, in the prophetical Scriptures, is often fpoken
of by the name of Zion, or Jerufalem. He repeat-

edly calls upon them to arife 1 and beuir themfelves,

confeious of their floth and unconcern as to their

fpiritual ftate. The circumftances by which this felect

fociety is defcribed require to be noticed. They were
inebriated

* Zech. xii. 5.
/
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inebriated, not with wine, but by their having drunk

of the cup of the Lord's fury which contains thofe

terrible calamities that are the effects of his dread dif-

pleafure. Of this cup they had not only tafied, but

they had received a large draught, in confequence of

which they were greatly diftreiTed ; they were de-

prived of tranquillity of mind, and reduced to a ft ate

of deplorable infeniibility.—Of this cup of fury and

trembling they had drunk the dregs, and wrung them
out; they had fhared largely of very fevere afflictive

evils, which had brought upon them dread and

trembling. From the intoxicating quality of wine,

when drunk in too great quantities, is borrowed this

tremendous image of the wrath and indignation ot

Almighty God, which is fometimes ufed by the writ-

ers both of the Old and new Teftament to reprefent

the miierable condition of the objects of the divine

difpleafure. Remarkable inftances occur, Jer. xxv.

15. and Mat. xx. 22. and in the pafTage under con-

fideration. Calamity and forrow, fear and trembling,

infatuation, anguifti, and defpair, are the bitter ingre-

dients that compofe this cup of fury, the dregs where-

of the Church had wrung out, the debilitating effects

of which they had experienced. It is remarkable,

and worthy of attention, that as literal Babylon was

the inftrument God employed to inflict his judgments

on many nations, whereby he cauled them to drink

deep of the wine of his wrath, fo myftical Babylon is

the golden cup from which many nations drink of

the wine of her errors, iuperftitions, and idolatries.

—Let us give glory to the Lord our God, who hath

not put into our hands the cup of his indignation,

and made us drink of it with ail the wicked of the

earth. With gratitude let us take the cup of lalva-

tion, and call upon the name of the Lord, and offer

to him the facriftce of thankfgiving.

18. There is none to guide her among all

the fons whom fhe hath brought forth : nei-

ther is there any that taketh her by the hand,

of all the fons that (he hath brought up.

Vol. IV. F The
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The forlorn, deferted ftate of, the people of God,
when fuftaining the direful effects of the divine dif-

pleafure, is farther depicted in ftrong and glowing
colours. They had not only drunk deep of the cup
of God's wrath, but they were intirely deftitute of

that relief and fupport which they might expect
from their children, not one of whom afforded them
fuccour in the time of diftrefs. The wrords feem
to allude to the feeble condition of a weak female,

who, having contracted great debility, and being di-

ftreffed with a giddinefs in the head, is incapable of

moving without being in danger, and therefore re-

quires the affiftance of fome kind friend to lead and
fupport her. The Church, in a fomewhat fimilar fi-

tuation, had none, i. e very few (for in this limited

fenfe fuch expreffions mufl frequently be underftocd

in fcrip'ure), either rulers or minifters, to direct and
affi.it them in obtaining deliverance. Of all the fons

that had been cherifhed in their bofoms, who occu-

pied civil or ecclefiaftical Rations, there were fcarce-

ly aiiy who pofTeffed ability and inclination to ad-

roinifter relief and confolation to the diftreffed, under
the prefllire of affliction. On this account the inha-

bitants of Jprufalem are introduced, in the book of

ly- mentations, bewailing their defolate condition in

thefe mournful it rains : * For thefe things I weep,
* mine eye, nine eye runneth down with water, be-
* caufe the comforter that mould relieve my foul is

* far from me : m> children are defolate, becaufe the
1 enemy prevailed *.'

19. Thefe two things are come unto thee :

who fhall be forry for thee ? defolation, and
deftruction, and the famine, and the fword :

by whom fhall I comfort thee ?

Ifaiah proceeds to recite the terrible calamities the

Church had fuflained, from which., through the gra-

cious

* Chap. i. 16.
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cious interpofition of Jehovah, they were foon to e-

merge. By recollecting their former deplorable con-

dition, and contrafting it with the comfortable ftate to

which they were to be raifed, the happy change

might appear to the greater advantage—Thefe two

things, viz. defolation occafioned by famine, and
deftru&ion, effected by the fword, have happen-

ed to thee m the righteous providence of God.

The former of thefe judgments was the confequence

of your fields and cities having been laid waite by
the ravages of enemies, of your corns having been

trampled down and deftroyed, of your pofTeffions

having been plundered, and of the inhabitants ha-

ving been carried away into captivity and fervitude,

fo that the whole land prefented a fcene of mournful

defolation. The latter proceeded from the terrible

deftruction made by the fword, and the dreadful ca-

lamities which are the effects of war, that exhaufted

the ftrength Gf the ftate, reduced you to infignifi-

cance and contempt, and threatened your entire

overthrow. In thefe wretched circunttances the

Lord faitn

—

By whomflail Icomfort theeP By what
inftrument, and by what means, fhall i impart the

confolation which thy afflicted condition feems to de-

mand, and which is indifpenfably requiiite to thy

recovery from dejection and difmay ? J. he expreflion

intimates the Divine folicitude for the welfare of

thofe to whom the words were addreffed ; that it was

difficult to extricate them from the diftrelTes they

had felt, and to bring them to the poiTefiion of free-

dom, order, tranquillity and comfort. This reftora-

tion muff be his work who makes wars to ceafe to

the ends of the earth, and who blefTes his people with

peace.

20. Thy fons have fainted, they lie at the

head of all the lireets as a wild bull in a net :

they are full of the fury of the Lord, the re-

buke of thy God.
The
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The feeble, dejected ftate of the inhabitants of Je-
rufalem, in confequence of the direful calamities

which they fuftained, is here reprefented in very

moving terms, fiinilar to the description given of

their lamentable condition by the prophet Jere-

miah *. Through hunger, diflrefs and fear, they

were deprived of activity, vigour and courage, and
fell down in the ftreets of the city, languifliing and

ready to expire. Exhaufted and debilitated by va-

rious means, they refembled a wild bull entangled in

a net, from which all his toilfome exertions cannot

extricate him, but, on the contrary, the more he

ftruggles the fafter he is held, and the more he is

weakened. In like manner, the citizens of Jerufa-

lem, who were ferocious and untraceable, and would
not calmly fubmit to Divine judgments, but obfti-

nately perfifted in contending with them, were re-

duced to weaknefs and defpondency.

—

They are full

of the fury of the Lord. Fury, you know, when a-

icribed to Jehovah, does not fignify any uneafy tu-

multuous pailion, as it often does when attributed to

man, but denotes his juft deteftation againft fin, and
the effects of his awful difpleafure inflicted upon
tranfgreffors. With the dreadful difplays of God's

anger, the ftreets of Jerufalem had been rilled.

—

The
rebuke of thy God. The fevere afflictions wherewith
the Jewifh people had been vifited, were intended to

convince them of their fins, to punifh them for their

perfidious rebellious conduct, to reftrain them from
wickednefs, and to lead them to repentance. To
promote thefe important purpofes, the Lord their

God reproved them (harply for their tranfgreffions,

and by various means retrained them from the prac-

tice of iniquity.

1 1. H Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted,

and drunken, but not with wine.

The

* Lam. ii. n, 12.
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The Moft High demands folemn attention from

his afflicted people to the comfortable words he was

about to deliver by his fervant. The citizens of Je-

rufalem are addreiTed as fore afflicted by grievous ca-

lamities, the fwcrd, famine and peftilence, accom-

panied with thofe painful circumftances which give

occafion to the moft complicated diftreffes of body

and mind. They were drunken—carried away by

delufions, errors and fuperftitions ; ftupified by thofe

miferies, of which they confidered not the caufes

;

and infenfible of the depravity and guilt in which

they were involved. But not with wine, or intoxica-

ting liquors, but with the cup of the Lord's fury,

full of thofe dreadful ingredients which made them
to tremble and be aitoniihed. In this deplorable

condition, the Lord God, who in the midlt of de-

fended wrath remembers mercy, claims their atten-

tion.— Therefore hear now this. Since you are ready

to fink under the preflure of divine judgments,

which you fuffer on account of your tranfgreflion.

Men to the words of my mouth. Though 1 Hand
not in need of your fervices, which cannot profit

me, yet, commiferating your diitrefTes, L require

you diligently to hearken to the meffage 1 fend

you by my fervant. If you are offended at your

children and dependants, that refufe to obey your

orders, how criminal muft be your conduct, if you
regard not my kind admonitions, who am ready to

relieve ycu from your troubles, and to impart con-

folation to your hearts! IF you are apt to murmur
when i do not grant your requefls, or delay to an-

fwer your prayers, what infinitely-greater realon

have 1 to be difpleafed with thofe who do not com-
ply with my requiiitions, and obey not my pre-

cepts.

22. Thus faith thy Lord the Lord, and thy

God that pleadeth the caufe of his people, Be-
hold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup

of
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of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of
my fury, thou fhalt no more drink it again.

The comfortable afTurance given to the Church, of

deliverance from the calamities they had fuftained,

as the juft punifhment of their fins, is introduced

with great folemnity, and expreffed in the mod en-

dearing manner. It is founded on the fupreme do-

minion of Jehovah over his peculiar people, from
which arifes not only a right, but an obligation to

vindicate them from oppreflion and mifery.

—

Thus

faith -by Lord, who hath avouched thee to be his

Creafure and inheritance.

—

The Lord, who protects

thee by his providence, who enriches thee from his

fulnefs, who governs thee by his laws, whofe glo-

rious fovereignty, divine excellencies, and gracious

regard, thou oughteft to acknowledge with humble
gratitude.

—

And thy God, who hath promifed to make
thee high above ail nations, in praife, in name, and
in honour, that thou rnayeft be an holy people unto
the Lord thy God, as he hath fpoken, By thus af-

ferting his intimate connection with them, they were
reminded that he was folemnly engaged to fulfil, in

due frafon, the promifes made unto the fathers, in

which he had pledged himfelf to be their defence

and deliverer. They might therefore be confident,

that he would not neglecl to attend to the dillreiTed

flate of the Church, and in good time to refcue them
from the evils under which they had long groned.

Efpecially when it is added, as defcriptive of the

character of Jehovah, that he pleadeth the caufe of his

people. He conftantly protects and maintains their

belt interefts ; he fupports them when oppofed and
opprefTed, either by openly vindicating them from

reproach and perfecution, or by fecretly overturning

the mifchievous plots deviled again!! them. Tnis

kind interpofition of the Almighty, in behalf of his

Chinch, was of old gratefully acknowledged in thefe

Words; ' O Lord, thou hall pieaded the cauies of my
4 foul
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* foul, thou haft redeemed my life *.' You, there-

fore, who walk before God in truth, and hope in his

mercy, ought to derive ample encouragement from

this amiable character of Jehovah, to truft in him for

fupport under allyour afflictions.

—

Behold Ihave take:i

out oftfnne hand the cup of trembling, & c. How reviving

the intimation, of freedom from all the evils contain-

ed in the cup of afloni'hment, of which they had
been made to drink, efpecialiy when accompanied

with the aflurance that they were no more to tafte its

bitter ingredients. To theie comfortable circumitan-

ces ferious attention is demanded from the delpond-

ing people of God, as opening fources of pleaiing ex-

pectation and genuine confolation.

23. But I will put it into the hand of them
that afflict; thee : which have faid to thy foul,

Bow down, that we may go over : and thou
halt laid thy body as the ground, and as the

itreet to them that went over.

As a farther ground of comfort to the afflicted

Church, Jehovah promifes to convey the cup of
trembling, of which they had plentifully mared, into

the hand of their enemies and opprefTors. God, who
had been juftly difpleafcd with his people, had gi-

ven them into the power of their foes, who had grie-

vouily diftrefied them, and mewed them no mercy
;

he therefore determined to repay the injuries done
to his Church, and with what meafure their perfecu-

tors had meted, to meafure to them again. Accord-
ingly, he declares that he wrould put into their hands
the fame cup of fury of which they had caufed others

largely to drink. Such juft retaliation, fuch righteous

vengeance, hath been often experienced by the adver-

faries of God's people, as the king of jeruialem, the

Edomites, and the Babylonians, with many others,

have been compelled to acknowledge.

—

IVhith have
faid to thy foul, &c. Such was the proud infulting

language
* Lam. iii. 58.
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language ufed by thofe who were to have the cup of

trembling put into their hands. They rigoroufly de-

manded from the fervants of the Almighty that they

had got into their power, the mod implicit fubjection

to their tyrannical mandates, as a teliimony of the

ignominious fervitude to which they were reduced.

The expreffion plainly intimates the very humiliating

abject condition in which they were detained by
thofe who haughtily triumphed over them, and tieat-

ed them with the greatett contempt. And fuch was
their miferable ftate, that they were obliged to obey
the infolent orders of their imperious mailers. The
divine mercy, jultjce and veracity were to be dif-

played in the condign punifhment of thefe inhuman
perfecutors, and in the deliverance of the godly, * fo
4 that men mail fay, Verily there is a reward for the
' righteous, verily he is a God that judgeth in the
' earth.'—Pfal. lviii. u.

PRELI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE introduction to the long prophetic narration

which commences in the next chapter, and ex-

tends to the fixtieth chapter, inclufive, probably be-

gins at the feventeenth verfe of the fifty-nrft chap-

ter, and is continued in the one now to be connder-

ed. The difcourfe, of which the exordium lies be-

fore us, delineates the fortunes of the Church, from

the manifeflation of the Son of God in the flefh, unto

the end of the world. It may be diftributed into feve-

ral fections, that treat of the following fubjects. The
profound humiliation, and complicated fufferings of

the great Mefliah, with their caufes and confequences,

are related in chapter 53d.—The vaft increafe which

the Church was to receive, from the acceffion of the

Gentiles, after the glorious Redeemer's obedience,

fufferings, and death, are defcribed in chapters 54th

and 55th.—The controverfles that were to arife re-

fpechng fome important topics, and the corruptions

that were to creep into the Church, which were to

be the occafion of many fubmitting to martyrdom,

are pointed at in chapters 56th and 57th.—Depra-

vity of manners, and the vitiated inititutions obferved

by the Church, which were to bring upon them the

awful difpleafure of Almighty God, and to expofe

them to the fury of their adverfaries, are the fubjects

treated in chapter 58th, and part of chapter 59th.

—

When in this deplorable flate, Ifaiah foretels that

God, who is rich in mercy, was to effect their de-

liverance, and to take vengeance on their enemies,

by illuftrious difplays of his power and majefty, chap-

ter 59th, to the end.—The very happy and honour-

able condition to which the Church was to be ad-

vanced, through the abundant communications of

divine grace, after having fuftained various conflicts,

is depicted in the mod fplendid colours, under a va-

riety of beautiful images, by which the flourifhing

ftate of the kingdom of God, in the latter times, is

Vol. IV. G exhibited
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exhibited in chapter 6oth.—The predictions contain-

ed in this large prophetic difcourfe are momentous
and interefting, the confolations with which they are

mixed are pure and fublime, the reproofs are necef-

iary and pungent, and the exhortations are pathetic

and feafonable.

Our prophet begins that portion of his introduction

on which we now enter, by calling the fervants of

God to adopt fuch modes of worfhip as were fuited

to the more glorious dilpenfation wherewith they

were favoured, fpecifying the grounds upon which
his exhortation was founded, verfe i— 3.—He then

(hews that their deliverance from fervitude and cap-

tivity, both temporal and fpiritual, fufficiently evin-

ced the neceffity of compliance with his requifi-

tion, verfe 4—6.—The excellence and magnitude
of the benefit of the gofpel, to be promulgated

throughout the whole world, is next celebrated

with joy and triumph, verfe 7— 10.—The minifters

of the word are then excited to engage in their ar-

duous work, by the gracious affurance of the Divine

protection and patronage, verfe n, 12.—After which
the humiliation, obedience and fufFerings of the Mef-
liah are brought forward, with his fubfequent exalta-

tion, as the bafis on which the grand and diftin-

guifhing glories of the kingdom of God was to be
eftablifhed, verfe 13— 15.

CHAP. LIL

AWAKE, awake, put on thy ftrength,

Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerufalem the holy city : for henceforth there

mall no more come into thee the uncircum-
eifed, and the unclean.

Thefe
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Thefe animating words were obvioufly directed

to the Church, afflicted with manifold calamities,

which for a long time they had fuftained, and

which had reduced them to a ftate of inactivity and

indolence. They were called upon, with great ear-

neftnefs, to arife and beftir themfelves in faithfully

improving the means God had appointed, in order

to their receiving the accomplifhment of the pro-

mifes made unto the fathers. And, left they might

prove inattentive to this important bufinefs, the call

is repeated once and again, Awake, awake. The
Hebrew word here ufed denotes any kind of excita-

tion, whether refpecting the body or mind, fo that

the expreffion may iignify, that the duty demanded
of them required that they immediately lay afide in-

dolence and fecurity, and be attentive to the long-

expected Meffiah, and the falvation he was to effect,

which were foon to be exhibited. At the 9th verfe

of the preceding chapter, this requeft was directed to

the arm of Jehovah, at the 17th verfe it was addrelfed

to the Church, and to them it is here repeated under

the well-known deiignation of

—

Zion, and Jerufalem

the holy city. The literal jerufalem at this time could

not properly be called holy, on account of the fanc-

tity of its inhabitants. But this character is be-

llowed upon it, becaufe God had appropriated that

city to be his peculiar refidence, becaufe he had ap-

pointed the molt folemn fervices of his worfhip to be
performed there, and becaufe it afforded an eminent
type of the Church of God under the New Tefta-

ment, which is fanctified by the will of God, and by
the blood and Spirit of his Son.

Put on thy ftrength, Zion, &c. The Church ha-

ving requefted the arm of Jehovah to put on his

ftrength, to exert his omnipotence, that he might ac-

complifh their deliverance, the Lord God now in-

vites them to put on their ftrength, that, in the lively

exercife of unihaken dependence, they might expect

the fulfilment of his promifes. The Hebrew word
here tranflated ftrength, fignifies any peculiar ex-

cellence
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cellence that conftitutes the worth' and value of an
object, and renders it deiirable and ufeful. When
applied to the people of God, it denotes the power
and vigour of the fpiritual life, from whence all its

exercifes and habits proceed, and on which they de-
pend. This ftrength of the inward man arifes chiefly

from faith and hope in God, which eftablifh the
heart, endow with diftinguiftied excellence, enable

to overcome fpiritual enemies, to depend on Chrifl

Jefus the Lord, and to do the will of God. To put
on this ftrength, as here directed, is to be furnifhed

and entirely clothed with it, as with a garment, that

fo they might be capable of the vigorous exercife of

every grace and virtue fuitable to the fubjects of the

kingdom of God.

—

Put on thy beautiful garments,

Jerufalem. The graces and amiable difpofltions

that adorn the minds of God's fervants, are often

mentioned in fcripture under the well-known em-
blem of garments, that clothe and decorate the body.

In this figurative fenfe the expreffion muft be un-

derftood here, lignifying humility and meeknefs,

goodnefs, righteoufnefs and truth, patience, refigna-

tion and joyfulnefs, with all thofe gracious tempers

which they who have their hearts purified by faith,

appear clothed before the world. Thefe are the per-

fumed garments of the Church, which diffufe every

where a grateful fragrance ; thefe are the clothing

and the ornament of the new man, created in Chrifl:

Jefus unto good works ; thefe are the rich attire, the

fplendid and honourable robes of holinefs, fpoken of

in the noth facred ode. This lovely habit they are

directed to put on, that they may walk worthy of

the Lord, and of the kingdom of God, to which they

belong.

For henceforth therepall no more come unto thee, &c.
The more excellent and comprehenfive this aflu-

rance, given to the Church, the more difficult it is to

demon Urate its real import. To come into the fociety

of the f.iithful, mud iignify more than barely to en-

ter among them ; it is to become a member of their

community,
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community, to fhare in their peculiar privileges, to

act fuitably to their profeffion, engagements and pro-

fpects. The phrafe, 1 apprehend, is of fimilar im-

port with that ufed in the Mofaic law, of coming in-

to the congregation of the Lord. Do you inquire,

were ever theuncircumcifed and the unclean admitted

into the Ifraelitifh church ? If they never were re-

ceived into their fociety, how could lfaiah with

propriety foretel, that perfons of this description

mould no more be allowed to come among them. It

is probable, that in times of general corruption,

when fuperftition and idolatry were patronized by
men in high office, and poiTeffing extenlive authority,

fuch people were admitted into the fanctuary of God,

a circumftance that would doubtlefs greatly diitrefs

thofe that were Ifraelites indeed. Viewing this pro-

mife as chiefly refpecling the Church under the New
Teflament, the perfons mentioned are the uncircum-

cifed in heart, who have not been diverted of carnal

prejudices and corrupt affections, who continue ad-

dicted to the fins that adhere to the body of lin and

death, and confequently are unfit for intercourfe with

God, who is holy. The prediction accords with

other declarations in fcripture, which affirm that ' the
* people of God fhall be all righteous, and that there
4
ihall not enter into Jerufalem anything that defile th.'

The Church, indeed, hath never been able, in any
period, to exclude wholly from their communion the

hypocritical and profane ; and therefore, 1 fuppofe,

that our prophet means only to affirm, that the (late

of the Church under the New Teftament, being very

different from what it was under the former difpenfa-

tion, no perfon was to be eftimated a real member
of that facred community, who was not cleanfed

from filthinefs, both of the fle(h and of the fpirit.

Though hypocrites and (inners, notwithstanding pro-

per difcipline is exercifed, may affociate with the

faints of the Mod High, they cannot be confidered as

genuine members of their fociety, or as belonging to

the houfehold of God, which is compofed of thofe

who
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who are actually holy.—What avails the fhadow,
without the fubftance ; a name to live, whilft thofe
on whom it is beftowed are really dead ? What be-
nefit to hold the character and the fign, deftitute of
internal holy difpofitions, and the fubftantial bleflings

thereby lignified. He who was dead and is alive,

knows the blafphemy of them that fay they are Chri-

stians, and are not. Do you, then, follow the apoftle

Paul's advice ; ' Prove your own felves, know that
' Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates *.'

2, Shake thyfelf from the duft : arife, and
fit down, O Jerufalem : loofe thyfelf from the

bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of
Zion.

The dejected Church of God is farther directed to

prepare for enjoying the accomplishment of the pro-

mifes that had been given as the ground of their hope
and encouragement.—Their beauty and fpiendour
had been greatly fullied and obfcured by the pollu-

ted, forrowful ftate into which they had been preci-

pitated, by thofe afflictions which were the figns of
the Divine difpleafure, by falfe prejudices, by cor-

rupt doctrines and practices that abounded among
them, and by their intimate intercourfe with worldly,

hypocritical people, who occupied the outer court

of God's houfe. From this duft that adhered to them,
they were required to lhake themfelves, that they
might be free from thofe things whereby they had
been encumbered and contaminated, and which had
fpoiled their purity and excellence. They were re-

quired to divcft themfelves of the grief and forrow

wherein they had indulged, and to put away what-
ibever might hinder them from giving a fuitable re-

ception to the kingdom of God,—if different defcrip-

tions of perfons are intended by the designations un-
der which they are addrelfed, Jerufalem may denote

the

* 2 Cor. 13. 5.
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the citizens at large; and the daughter of Zion may
fignify the principal perfons in the community, both.

civil and ecclefiaftical. On them Ifaiah calls to

arife, from that ftate of depreflion in which they

had long remained, that they might attain a more

happy and elevated condition. To this he imme-
diately fubjoins, fit down, and compofe yourfelves,

for the enjoyment of that comfortable ftate promifed

to the people of God, wherein they fliall be blefT-

ed with tranquillity and fafety, with every thing

neceflary to their felicity.

—

Loofe thyfelf from the

bands of thy neck, whereby you have been detained

in captivity and fervitude to thofe who have afflicted

and opprefTed you. Put off the bands of traditions,

by which you have been held in bondage to the fa-

thers, from whom they were handed down to you,

and with them the yoke of the Mofaic law, which
neither you nor your fathers were able to bear; that,

being relieved from thefe incumbrances, you may
enjoy the glorious liberty of the children of God.
This direction may remind us, that it is our indifpen-

iible duty to endeavour to difengage ourfelves from
whatever might injure our bed interefts, and to ufe

the means prefcribed, in order to obtain deliverance

from the evils by which we have been embarraflfed.

3. For thus faith the Lord, ye have fold

yourfelves for nought : and ye fhall be re-

deemed without money.

A powerful argument is adduced in thefe words,
to enforce compliance with the foregoing exhortation.

Thus faith Jehovah, who pofTefTes eternal unchange-
able exiftence, and who faithfully fulfils all the pro.
mifes he hath given to his people, on whofe veracity
ye may conftantly depend.—Te have fold yourfelves

for nought, &c. What is here aflerted is equally
true, in refpedt both of temporal and fpiritual thral-

dom. The pcfterity cf Ifrael were enflaved by the

Egyptians,
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Egyptians, who grievoufly oppreffed them, and de-

lived great advantages from their labours and fervi-

tude, for which the children of Jacob received no
adequate comprnfation. From this bondage they

were refcued, not by their own power or prowefs, or

by any price they laid down to purchafe their free-

dom, but by the fovereign mercy, and almighty

power of Jehovah, who graciouily interpofed in their

behalf, and brought them forth from the land where-

in they were oppreiied, with a flrong hand and

flretched-out arm. And afterwards, when they were

led away captive by the AfTyrians and Babylonians,

far from receiving any equivalent for their fervitude,

they were treated with ieverity and cruelty, and for

a long period unjuftly detained in ilavery. Again
God in mercy was pleafed, according to the promifes

made unto the fathers, to raife up the king of Perlia

to accomplifh their deliverance, and without price

to fet them at liberty.—But the words before us have

been more amply verified, in their figurative fenfe, to

the Church of God at large. For that which could

not profit them,—they gave themfelves up to work
iniquity ; they became the fervants of divers lufts and
pleafures ; they were led captive by the god of this

wrorld ; they were fubjecl to the rigid demands of the

law, which, like a fchoolmafter, exercifed them with

much Ieverity. When in this forlorn flate, fin reigned

unto death, they were redeemed without money.
The great Meffiah appeared in the fulnefs of time,

to put an end to fin, to deftroy its empire, and to ex-

piate its guilt, to triumph over principalities and
powers, and to endure the curfe of the law. By ge-

neroufly effecting thefe great purpofes, he redeemed
his Church out of the hands of their enemies, not

with corruptible things, fuch as filver and gold, but
by his own precious blood : he laid down his life a

ranfom for our deliverance.—By the immenfe price

paid for our redemption, and the very liberal man-
ner in which it was given, permit me to urge you to

give all diligence, that you may participate in this in-

eftimable
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estimable benefit, to avoid every thing inconsistent

with the glorious liberty of the fons of God, and to

endeavour to preferve a treafure fo dearly purchafed.

Frequently review this wonderful Subject, attentively

think of the aftonifhingkindnefsof the companionate

Saviour, who accomplifhed the arduous work of Set-

ting free his Church from the law of fin and death,

that they might have their fruit unto holinefs, and

in the end everlasting life.

4. For thus faith the Lord God, My people

went down aforetime into Egypt to fojourn

there, and the AfTyrian opprefled them with-

out caufe.

The circumftances mentioned in thefe words, the

opprefled condition of God's people, ferve to (hew

the worth and neceflity of the redemption fpoken of

in the foregoing verfe. The posterity of lfrael,

whom God had chofen for his peculiar people, went

down into the land of Egypt at an early period, not

to occupy that country, but merely as Strangers to

fojourn, and there they were mod unjuStly and

cruelly afflicted ; notwithstanding the prefervation of

the Egyptians from the terrible effects of famine,

was, under God, to be attributed to Jofeph, one of

the fons of lfrael. The Aflyrians and Chaldeans

afterward, though they could aflign no good reafon

for their conduct, inflamed by the luSt of conquer!

and domination, fubdued, and then treated them with

unrelenting feverity. From all the hardihips which

they fufFered, the Lord God, who delivers the needy

when they call upon him, was mercifully pleafed to

extricate them. The miferies they endured, not

only afforded occafions for the exercife of Divine

companion, but exhibited an instructive reprefenta-

tion of the forlorn Spiritual ftate to which the Church
was reduced prior to the appearance of the loving

kindnefs of God our Saviour, who delivered them
Vol. IV. H from
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from a worfe than Egyptian bondage, from a worfe
than Aflyrian captivity.

5. Now therefore, what have I here, faith

the Lord, that my people is taken away for

nought ? they that rule over them, make them
to howl, faith the Lord, and my name conti-

nually every day is blafphemed.

The neceflity of the redemption of the Church is

further urged, from the diftreffing circumflances in

which they were involved. The fubjedt is intro-

duced by an enquiry, which is fo ftated, as plainly

intimates, that the Lord God, deeply interefted in the

welfare of thofe who were fuftaining accumulated
diltreffes, was greatly difpleafed with the view of
their afflictions and oppreffions, their captivity and
fervitude, which he was determined no longer to to-

lerate. Two things relative to their ftate are men-
tioned, which evince the deplorable condition of the

people of God, wherein it was inconfiftent with the

honour and the grace of Jehovah, that they fhould

be permitted much longer to remain. The firfl is

thus exprefled

—

They that rule over them, make them
to howl. The princes of Egypt, the kings of Affyria,

the Romari emperors, with thofe who, in the figura-

tive fenfe, had ufurped dominion over them, are

doubtlefs the rulers here intended. By their rigorous

oppreflion, and tyrannical authority, they had redu-

ced the fervants of God to very miferable circum-
flances, and gave them occafion to howl and lament.

•Such was the grievous bondage of the pofterity of If-

rael in Egypt, that their cry reached unto heaven ;

fuch was their forlorn ftate of captivity at Babylon,
that they fat and wept, hanging their harps upon the

willows ; fcattered abroad, in confequence of the
cruel feverity of the Roman emperors, they were
called to weep and howl for the calamities that were
come upon them. Efpecially do the fpiritual oppreff.

ors
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ors of the Church give them manifold occafions ofgrief

and mourning, fo that, with the royal Prophet, they

exclaim, * How are our foes increased, how long (hall

• our enemies triumph over us ? O that the falvation
1 of Ifrael were come out of Zion.'—Befides, at the

period to which our prophet efpecially refers, the

Scribes and Pharifees, the priefls and rulers among
the Jews, with the public teachers, made the up-

right fervants of God to cry with forrow, by their fu-

tile in ftructions, their unprofitable difputes, their hy-

pocritical devotions, deftitute of the fpirit of true re-

ligion. Whilft they inculcated ftrict fubjection to

the yoke of the law, and the rigid obiervances of

ceremonies and traditions, they overlooked the gra-

cious promifes recorded in the Scriptures, from

whence affiftance and true confolation could be de-

rived. How ftriking the contrail betwixt the comely
appearance of thofe who publifh falvation, and the

rulers of God's people, who caufe them to howl.

And my name continually every day is blafphemed.

The name of God denotes the glorious attributes,

the amiable characters afcribed to him in the Scrip-

tures of truth. This name, he affirms, was blafphe-

med, reproached, and evil fpoken of; the glory due
to it was detracted from, and obfeured in various

ways, particularly by thofe who ufurped authority

over his people, and grievouily opprefTed them. The
crime mentioned was greatly aggravated, by its ha-

ving been conftantly and daily committed, perpetra-

ted by fome profane perfons, not merely on fome ex-

traordinary occafions, but the deteftable practice was
obftinately perfifted in by thofe who adopted it, not-

withstanding every remonilrance made to the con-

trary. The apoftle Paul defcribing, in the fecond

chapter of his epiftle to the Romans, the character

of the principal men and teachers among the Jews,

by whofe wicked lives God was difhonoured, whilft

they inculcated fome important duties upon the

people, and made their boaft of the law, has thefe

remarkable



6o LECTURES on the Chap. LIL

remarkable words ' Through them the name of
' God is blafphemed among the Gentiles/ as it is

written ;
probably referring to the words before us,

or to Ezek. xxxvi 20, 23.—Such was the deplorable

ftate of the Church, at the time whereof Ifaiah fpeaks

in this paflage ; a ftate which God in mercy declares

he would not allow much longer to fubfift, but that

he would interpofe for their deliverance. To this

alarming condition were they actually reduced, be-

fore the appearance of Jefus Chrift in human nature,

by the Jewilh doctors, who, by the heavy burdens

they laid on the people, which they would not touch

with one of their fingers, caufed them bitterly to la-

ment over the intolerable oppreffions they fuftained.

6. Therefore my people fhall know my
name : therefore they Jhall know in that day,

that I am he that doth fpeak, behold, it is I.

One happy effect is here fpecified, which was to

refult from the redemption of God's people.

—

"There'

fore (faith Jehovah) my people Jhall know my name.

From the time wherein 1 will accomplifh their de-

liverance, I will reveal myfelf more clearly to them
;

in confequence of which they fhall become more in-

timately acquainted with my perfections, character,

and falvation, and more firmly eftablifhed in the faith

and obedience of the truth, than in times paft.

—

This prediction muft be fo underftood, as to accord

with the interpretation given of the preceding verfes.

If the deliverance there fpoken of is confidered lite-

rally, in reference to the liberation of the lfraelitifh

church from bondage in Egypt, and captivity at Ba-
bylon, the words before us import, that from thefe

memorable periods the glory and grace of Jehovah
were to be more illuflrioufly difplayed, and better

known by his fervants, than hitherto they had been.

If the redemption chiefly intended by our prophet

be the great falvation obtained for mankind by the

Meffiah.
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Meffiah, the expreffion under confederation plainly

intimates, that after the fulnefs of time, wherein he

appeared who was to manifeft the name of Jehovah,

his character and gracious defigns were to be more

clearly known than under the former difpenfation.

Then he revealed himfelf by the name of God Al-

mighty, of Jehovah, of the Lord God merciful and

gracious, the God of Abraham, lfaac, and Jacob,

who refcued their pofterity from bondage in Egypt,

and from captivity in AfTyria. Now he makes him-

felf known as the God who is love, the Father of mer-

cies, the God and Father ofour Lord Jems Chrift, and

through him the God and Father of all that believe

in his name,

Therefore they /ball know in that day that I am, Sec.

In the writings of the Old Teftament, the time fixed

for the redemption of the Church from the hands of

their enemies, that they may ferve him without fear,

in holinefs and righteoufnefs, is fometimes fpecified

by the words here ufed, In that day. ' The Lord their

1 God (laid the prophet Zechariah) mail fave them
4 in that day, as the flock of his people *;' referring,

3 fuppofe, to the fame happy period which is intended

in this prophecy; then the word of falvation was to

be publiined by the Lord himfelf, the Angel of the

covenant, and the Church were to be fully fatisfied,

by the mod convincing evidences, that he who fpake

by the prophet lfaiah did in perfon immediately ad-

drefs them. Then they (hall know that it is he that

doth fpeak, of whom Mofes and the prophets did

write, who is the only-begotten fon of God, the great

lnitructor, Redeemer, and Lord of the Church, that

was to come into the world.—That it is he who is the

light of the world, the good fhepherd, the way, the

truth, and the life, who preaches good tidings of

great joy. Then they (hall behold God himfelf, ma-

nifeft in the flefh, prefent among them, converfing

with them, teaching the way of falvation, and

accompliihing the redemption cf his people. By this

prediction

* Chap. ix. 1 6.
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prediction intimation was given, that Jehovah was
certainly to appear among men, that he might be-

come their Inftructor and Saviour, and make known
his righteoufnefs and falvation to the houfe of lfrael.

—Let us diligently Men to his voice, who, accord-

ing to this promife, once fpake on earth, and who
now fpeaketh to us from heaven, until we know that

the Son of God is come, by his giving us an under-

Handing to know him that is true, even his Son
Jefus Chrift.

7. How beautiful upon the mountains are

the feet ofhim that bringeth good tidings, that

publifheth peace, that bringeth good tidings

of good, that publiiheth falvation, that faith

unto Zion, Thy God reigneth

!

Our prophet, having contemplated by the Spirit of

revelation, the Son of God clothed with human na-

ture, dwelling among men, tranfported with the de-

lightful profpect, he exclaims, with rapture and ad-

miration,

—

How beautiful upon the mountains, &c
The mountains may denote thofe places of eminence

from whence the good tidings were delivered, or

thofe kingdoms, provinces, and cities, wherein facred

truths were diffeminated by the Mefliah. His feet

being mentioned, rather than his lips or mouth, may
intimate, that in every movement he was comely and

graceful ; that his afFe&ions, converfation aud con-

duct were well ordered, and perfectly correfponded

to the doctrines he taught ; and that his activity in

preaching the gofpel was uniform and unwearied, fo

as to attract the admiration of the beholders.—There

was a wonderful propriety and beauty in all the ac-

tions he performed, when he went about doing good,

and was employed in collecting, instructing, and

comforting thofe who attended him. His prefence

was to them what the fun is to the natural world,

what the rain is to the mown grais ; it ftruck tranf-

greilbrs
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greflbrs with awe, it rejoiced the hearts of his fer-

vants, it diffufed uncommon folemnity throughout

large alTemblies, it commanded veneration, and pro-

duced the mod furprifing effe&s. At his appearance

and approach, difeafes and death were removed, ig-

norance and perplexity were difpelled, majefty, meek-
nefs and companion were exhibited in all their lovely

forms. With what reverence, then, ought we to

adore, with what willingnefs obey, and with what
cheerfulnefs confide in this glorious perfon, whofe tran-

fcendent beauty is here celebrated, and whofe in-

comparable grace is exhibited in a mod amiable point

of view, in the following particulars :

That bringeth good tidings ofgood ; or that publifti-

eth the gofpel, which is the name given to the doc-

trine of Jefus Chriit, by Mark and Luke, and the

other infpired writers who recorded the hiftory of

our Lord's incarnation, life, furTerings and death,

with his fubfequent exaltation, and the fublime

truths which he taught. They were therefore called

Evangelifts, who preached and propagated the moil

agreeable news that ever reached the ears of mankind,
groaning under the bondage of corruption, the yoke
of the ceremonial law, oppreiTed by a fenfe of fin,

and liable to condemnation and wrath. What good ti-

dings doth the gofpel contain ? Life is offered to them
who are worthy of death, liberty to thofe who are in

captivity, redemption to the enflaved, pardon to the

guilty, and falvation to thofe who are ready to perifh.

They who are effectually called by grace, are taught

to expect the mod honourable and glorious immunU
ties, not only in this prefent ftate, but in the future

world.—The tidings are ofgood, the moft fubftantial

and fatisfying good ; acceptance with God, accefs

into his prefence, the care of divine Providence, the

ailiftance, direction, and comforts of the Holy Spirit,

with everlafting life and glory in the wTorld to come.
Thefe things are indubitably excellent, and made
known by Jefus Chriit and his faithful fervants to the

children
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children of men. Thefe ineftimable benefits, exhi-

bited in the gofpel, impart to thofe who humbly re-

ceive them the peace of God, that pafTeth all under-

standing, a hope that maketh not afhamed, and a

joy unfpeakable and full of glory.

That publifieth peace, who every where publicly

proclaims, with audible voice, this ineftimable be-

nefit, even to the rebellious who are fupplicating

mercy, reconciliation, and friendfhip with God, whom
they had offended,—harmony and concord with the

celeflial inhabitants, good will and love among breth-

ren on earth, tranquillity and comfort to the troubled

heart, and who points out the way of peace, whereby

it is reftored and eftablifhed, by which men may ar-

rive at the full and everlafting enjoyment of this

precious bleffing.

—

That publifljeth falvation, glorious

deliverance from fin, from the powers of darknefs,

from miiery, death and deftruction, and the attain-

ment of liberty, fandtity and confolation here below;

until it fhall be confummated in the pofTeffion of

all that felicity, which renovated human nature is

capable of enjoying, in conformity to the image of

God, in the pretence of his glory. Hence the doctrine

of Jefus Chrifl is emphatically denominated * the Gof-
' pel of peace and of falvation.'

—

Thatfaith unto Ziont

thy God reigneth. His power and providence ex-

tendeth over all, he governs and difpofes of every

creature in the univerfe. in a peculiar manner he

rules over the fubje&s of his Spiritual kingdom, who
dwell under his fhadow, and yield to him a willing

cheerful obedience. He reigns over them, not with

a rod of iron, whereby he breaks in pieces the power
of his enemies, but with a golden fceptre of love.

From his throne of grace he difpenfes mercy to par-

don their fins, grace to help them in all their fervices

and conflicts, with every bleiling fuited to relieve

their necellities. The Lord is not only their Sa-

viour, but 'their king. The word of Chrift is therefore

denominated the Gofpel of the kingdom, Mat. 4. 23.

The
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The words I have been confidering are cited by
the apoftle Paul, in his epiftle to the Romans, to prove

the neceffity of the Divine minion of thofe who
preach the gofpel. Treating of the vocation of the

Gentiles, and the means employed by infinite wif-

dom for this purpofe, he clearly evinces, that falva-

tion is the peculiar happinefs of thofe who call on the

name of the Lord—that to attain this ineftimable

benefit, faith is indifpeniibly requifite, that hearing

the gofpel is neceffary to faith, that preaching mud
precede hearing, that in order to preaching there

muft be a Divine million, and that fuccefs in this

work entirely depends on the power and blefling of

God. This reafoning he eftablifnes by quoting the

verfe before us, and by applying it to minifters of

Jefus Chrift, who are employed and honoured by him

in publifhing peace and falvation. ' How beautiful

(fays he) are the feet of them/ &-c.

8. Thy watchmen fhall lift up the voice,with

the voice together fhall they fing : for they

fhall fee eye to eye, when the Lord fhall bring

again Zion.

Our prophet proceeds ftill farther to exprefs his

admiration in contemplating the pleafing fcene ex-

hibited to his view.—Public teachers of the people

of God, who take heed to themfelves and to their

flocks, who watch for the fouls of men as they that

muft give account to God, who, in the exercife of

active vigilance, warn them of approaching evils

whereby they may be injured, who awake them from

indolence and fecurity, who guard them againft dan-

ger, and diligently endeavour to promote their fafety

and happinefs, are emphatically denominated Watch-

men, of whom it is foretold They Jhall lift up the

voice, fpeaking the word of God with confidence and

boldnefs, {hewing the people of Gud their tranfgref-

fions, routing from inactivity, inviting them to parti-

Vol. IV. I cipate
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cipate of the choiceft bleffings, and directing them in

the path of life. Deeply impreffed with the import-

ance of the truft repofed in them, they were to deli-

ver their inftructions in a clear audible manner, with

much fervour and earn eft nefs.

—

With the voice toge-

ther flail theyJing. All the minifters of Jefus Chriit,

being animated by the fame fpirit of love and joy,

and agreeing in fentiment and doctrine, all with har-

monious confent faying in effect the fame things,

they mall cordially unite in celebrating the prailes

of their common Lord, for his wonderful works to

the children of men, for the good tidings they are

intrufted to publifh, and for the happy effects

which, through his prefence and bleffing, are thereby

produced. How pleafant, how comely for the ier-

vants of God, who dwell together in unity, to join

together in expreffing their love, gratitude, and joy,

to the Father of Mercies and God of all comfort, for

his ineltimable benefits

!

For theyJhall fee eye to eye. The expreffion plainly

intimates the clear and fatisfying manifeftations of

the prefence and glory of Jehovah to be enjoyed by
his fevvants, at the period wherein the foundations of
the Mefliah's kingdom were to be laid and eftablifhed.

As feeing face to face, and converting mouth to

mouth, denote the clofeft interview and moft familiar

converfe, fo feeing eye to eye may fignify the inti-

mate, bright difcoveries of the grace and glory of

God, wherewith his people, and particularly the

watchmen of the Church, were to be favoured at the

time to which this prediction refers. With their

bodily eyes they were to behold the aftonifhing mi-
racles performed by the Son of God, and the precious

gifts conferred on the Church by the Holy Ghofl,

with the awful judgments inflicted on their enemies.

"With the enlightned eyes of their minds, they were
to contemplate, with pleafure, the fpiritual benefits

whereby they were adorned and felicitated. They
were to fee the glory of the Lord and the excellency

of our God, which were then to be revealed, and
thofe
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thofe things that many prophets and kings have de-

fired to fee, and have not feen. This clear view of

divine objects was efpecially to be enjoyed

—

IVhen

the Lord ft)
all bring again Zion The reftoration here

fpoken of, may comprehend the whole of that ardu-

ous work whereby the Church of God is delivered

from the evils wherein they were involved, or to

which they were expofed, and progreffively conducted

to a ftate of complete liberty and happinefs by their

Lord and Saviour. It may more efpecially point at

the remarkable period wherein the Lord God was to

accomplifh the falvation of his people, to bring back

their captivity, and to reinftate them in the happy
condition to which he hath promifed they fhall be

advanced.

9. f Break forth into joy, (ins; together, ye

wafte places of Jerufalem : for the Lord hath

comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jeru-

falem.

The difcourfe is now addreffed to the Church, re-

ftored from their former defolate condition, who are

called upon to celebrate the praifes of Jehovah for

the comfort and deliverance they had obtained.

By the defignation given them, they are reminded

of the magnitude and importance of the benefits, on

account of which they are invited to rejoice and fing.

Thofe efpecially are directed to exprefs gratitude and

joy, who had not been favoured with the fignal ad-

vantages pofTeffed by other people in times pad, and

who, having been in forlorn circumftances, were be-

come partakers of the molt fubftantial bleffings.

Having formerly confidered the import of fimilar in-

vitations with that now before us, it is unnecerTary to

enlarge at prefent. If the reafon mentioned in this

and the verfe immediately following, are properly

attended to, the propriety of compliance with the

duty here urged, cannot fail to be acknowledged.

A thank-
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A thankful fenfe of the mercy of Jehovah, who hath
comforted and redeemed his people, ought to tune
our hearts and voices to praife, and to manifeft itfelf

by joy and triumph in his falvation. If the Levitical

lingers were employed of old in their work night and
day, that in the earthly fanctuary might be exhibited

fome refemblance to that which is above, where the

redeemed ling together, and ferve God day and night

in his temple, furely we, who have liberally fliared in

the Divine bounty, ought to magnify and blefs the

Lord our God, and often to make melody to him
with our hearts, if not with our voices, not only in

the cheerful hours of the day, but in the lilent

watches of the night.

For the Lord hath comforted his people, &c. He
hath extricated them from the complicated diftrelfes

wherein they were involved, he hath refcued them
from the hands of their powerful enemies, he hath

not only difpelled their doubts and fears, and for-

rows, but in the molt afton idling manner he hath
actually wrought deliverance for them from the cala-

mities under which they groaned. Belides, he hath
given them exceeding great and precious promifes,

containing the moll excellent benefits, which, to their

inexpreffible comfort and joy, fhall be conferred on
them in due feafon The Lord hath redeemed Jeru-
falem. The fpiritual redemption of the Church may
be conlidered in two different points of view—As
virtually obtained by the bitter fufferings and agon-

izing death of Jefus Ghrift, who gave his life a ranfom
for many, and thereby expunged the immenfe debt
owing by tranfgrelfors to the offended majefty of

God—And as actually accomplished, when, in confe-

quence of his laying down his life for his people, and
ot his refurredion from the dead, they are vindicated

from the power of lin and Satan, introduced into the

glorious liberty of the children of God, they are pro-

grcflively fandified and kept by the power of God,
through faith unto falvation. In this verfe, the re-

demption of the Church feems to be fpoken of in the

former
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former fenfe ; and in the following verfe it is men-
tioned in reference to the latter, and in both the

prophetic (tile is adopted, which reprefents that as

already done, which ftiall be effected in the time ap-

pointed by infinite wifdom.

10- The Lord hath made bare his holy arm
in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends

of the earth (hall fee the faivation of our God.

Another ground of joy and praife is fuggefted in

thefe words to the fervants of God. The holy arm of

Jehovah may here denote the glorious gofpel of Jefus

Chrift, the rod of his llrength, which he fends forth

out of Zion, whereby his grace and power are reveal-

ed and exerted, and which proves the power of God
unto faivation to every one that believeth. By this

faving ftrength of his right hand, he demolifhes the

ftrong holds of Satan, he rules in the midft of his ene-

mies, and brings the people under him. Hence the

apoflle of the Gentiles, who fays that the preaching

of the crofs is to them that periifi foolifhnefs, affirms,

that * to them that are laved it is the power of God*.'
With great propriety is the gofpel of Jefus Chrift

denominated the holy arm of Jehovah, inafmuch as

his holinefs and righteoufnefs are therein revealed,

and becaufe it is the mean he employs in bringing

men to refemble him in perfect purity.—This holy

arm is faid to be made bare, in allufion to the practice

of thofe who when they wTould exert their whole
ftrength, in fome arduous work, remove from it what-
ever might hinder its free and vigorous exertion, in
reference, I fuppofe, to this cuftom, the holy arm of

Jehovah, the gofpel of God, is faid to be unvailed and
clearly manitefted, when divefted of thofe rites and
ceremonies, whereby for long time it had been en-

cumbered, that its power might be felt and its glory

be feen. Both the holinefs and power of God are

wonderfully confpicuous in the gofpel of his Son,

which

* 1 Cor. i. 18.
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which contains a holy covenant, that is accompanied
with Divine power—' in the eyes of all the nations.'

All the kingdoms of the earth, according to this pre-

diction, were to be the admiring fpe&ators of the
aftonifhing fpread, the divine efficacy and glorious

fuccefs of the gofpel, made known to them in its

beautiful fimplicity ; and to experience its blefTed

effects when preached with the Holy Ghoft fent down
from heaven. Never were more illuftrious difplays

given of omnipotence to the inhabitants of this world,

than thofe which were exhibited by means of the

gofpel, accompanied with the demonftration of the

Spirit. Multitudes have been thereby fnatched

from the power of vSatan, from the delufions of error,

and the tyranny of wicked nefs ; and, brought into the

obedience of faith and love, they have become
fellow citizens with the faints, and members of the

houfehold of God.
And all the ends of the earth Jhall fee the falvation

of our God. Thofe who inhabited the regions of the

earth iituated at the greater! diftance from the land

of Canaan, which was conlidered by the poflerity

of Ifrael as the midit of the earth, are doubtlefs the

people who are here intended. Though dwelling

in countries very remote from the place where the

falvation of our God was firft publiihed, and lying

under many local difadvantages, that might be fup-

pofed to prevent their enjoyment of this immenfe
benefit, they were to be admitted to contemplate

this glorious object. They fhall be favoured with

the everlarting gofpel, which in Scripture is fometimes

called Salvation*, becaufe it brings men to the

knowledge of its nature and excellence, it offers

the precious bleffings it contains to their acceptance,

and thus, becomes the means, through the Divine
agency, of rendering them partakers of the precious

benefits which are therein comprehended. In this

glafs they mail behold the great Median, the Lord

Jefus Chrift, exhibited to view, who, by way of

eminence, is denominated the Salvation of God,

becaufe

* A as xiii. 26.
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becaufe he is the author of fpiritual deliverance and

reftoration to happinefs : by him it is bellowed, and

in him it is enjoyed. With the eyes of enlightned un-

derstandings they fhall furvey with pleafure and

admiration, the dignity of his perfon,the excellence of

his righteoufnefs, the perfection of his atonement, the

glory of his crofs, and his confummate ability to fave

to the uttermoft all that come unto God by him.

To this amiable transforming object they fhall fred-

faftly look, until they are changed into his image,

and prepared for the full enjoyment of his pretence

and glory.—Let us, with grateful hearts, celebrate

the praifes of the Lord our God, who hath lent his

gofpel, and made known his falvation to us, who
would not have fought after this ineftimable blefling.

Let us give credit to the gracious mefTage that is

brought to our ears, and joyfully embrace the Sa-

viour, who can relieve all our neceffities, and who
ought to be received with pleafure and gladnefs fu-

perior to that which is occalioned by dividing of

fpoil or finding a treafure. And let us fervently

pray to the God of falvation, that this prediction

may foon have a more full accompliihment than hi-

therto it hath received.

11. If Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from
thence, touch no unclean thing, go ye out of
the midft of her; be ye clean, that bear the

veflelsofthe Lord.

In this and the verfe immediately following, cur
prophet directs his difcourfe to the minifters and dif-

ciples of Jefus Chrift, who are required to defift from
intercourfe with thofe focieties and objects whereby
they might be contaminated, that fo they might per-

form fome important bufmefs. This feparation might
be enjoined for two reafoiis, becaufe they were in

danger of being defiled by the impurity of thofe

among whom they lived, and offhanng in ftie Divine
judgments, which none that were converfant with

them
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them could expect to efcape. On the former ac-

count, lepers, under the Mofaic oeconomy, were ap-

pointed to dwell alone, and all commerce with them
was prohibited *. On the latter account, the com-
mand was given to the congregation of Ifrael by
Mofes, refpecting Corah and his company, ' Depart
' from the tents of thefe wicked men, and touch no-
' thing of theirs, left ye be confumed in their fins +.'

On both conliderations, the fervants of God might

be directed to depart, and to go out from a place

which Ifaiah had in his mind, that he did not judge

proper to name. From the connection of the words

under confideration with the preceding verfes3 we
learn that the city Jerufalem was the place here in-

tended, whofe inhabitants at the time referred to

were become remarkable for infidelity, profligacy,

and wickednefs, and were deftined to fufFer the moft

dreadful calamities. From this once highly favoured

city, where the moft atrocious crimes had been per-

petrated, the roinifters and difciples of Jefus Chrift

are ordered to depart ; to feparate themfelves from

her errors, luperftitions, hypocriiies, and iniquities, to

leave fter afiemblies for the worfhip of God, and to

abandon intimate connection with her wicked citi-

zens, that they might go forth every where to preach

the goipel of peace. So urgent is this requifition,

that it is repeated again and again, in different words,

inculcating the fame thing

—

Depart, depart, go ye
out, go ye out I—This admonition perfectly accords

with the voice which was heard from heaven re-

fpecting Babylon J .
—

' Come out of her my people,

* that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye
' receive not of her plagues.'— It exactly agrees with

the concluding exhortation delivered by the apoftle

Peter, in his diicourie to the men of judea :
' Save

' youifeivts from this untoward generation §.'

Touch

* Lev. xiii. 46. f Numb. xvi. 26.

% Rev. xviii. 4, § Ac*ts ii. 4c.
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Touch no unclean thing, &-c. In allufion to the laws

which prohibited, under ine former difpenfattori, the

Ifraelites from meddling with any thing whereby ce-

remonial pollution mi^ht be contracted, the uifciples

of Jefus Chrift are enjoined to abitain from utmeeel*

fary intercourfe with unholy perfons and finfull prac-

tices, whereby they might be defiled You that

God hath fet apart for himfelf, whom he hath re-

deemed from iniquity by the blood of his Son, whom
he hath called by his grace to be holy, as he is holy,

have no fellowihip with the unfruitful works of dark*

nefs, avoid intimate intercourfe with lmpeni-ent pre-

fumptuous tranfgreflbrs, who have been concerned in

putting to death the Lord of Glory, and the martyrs who
have died for his fake, to fupport his truths and ways.

Cultivate no familiarity with thofe who are inwardly

full of all uncleannefs, extortion and excefs, of hypo-

crify and iniquity, who may be juftiy called a gene-

ration of vipers *, but go forth to execute the im-

portant work of diffeminating the knowledge of fal-

vation throughout all the earth.

Beye dean that bear thevejfels, (or, as the Hebrew
word fignifies) the armour of the Lord. In the former

fenfe of the word, adopted by our tranflators, the di-

rection may allude to the feparation of the Levites

from among the children of ifrael, and their purifica-

tion for the peculiar work affigned them, of bearing

the ark of God and its furniture, and taking care of

the veffels and utenfils belonging to the tabernacle of

the congregation, of which a particular account is

recorded in the 8th chapter of Numbers, its import

will then be fhortly this : Ye wno are confecrated to

the fervice of God, in the gofpel of his Son, who are

chofen vefTeis to bear his name before the Gentiles

and the children of Ifrael, take heed that ye be cl-an

from all filthinefs of the fleih and fpirit, that your

hearts be puriried from the contaminating influence

of corrupt paflions, that ye abitain from the vanities

and impurities of the world, that ye be free from

Vol. IV. K improper

* Mat. xxiii. 27, 28.
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improper attachment to the law of Mofes, and keep
at a diftance from the odious converfation of the

wicked. Remember what a treafure of wifdom and
grace, of light, and life, and glory ; what infinite

plenitude of unfearchable riches are depofited in

your hands, that ye may feafonably communicate
them to the world !—According to the latter inter-

pretation, which accords alfo with the connection and

defign of this paifage, thofe who wear the armour of

the Lord, the different parts of which are enumerated

by the apoftle Paul, in his epiftle to the Ephelians *,

are called to go out as good ibldiers of Jefus Chrift, to

follow their leader, to contend with the powers of

darknefs, and the world lying in wickednefs, that

they may enlarge the boundaries of his kingdom.

That their labours be fuccefsful, they mud take heed
that they be cleanfed from all unrighteoufnefs, and
keep themfelves pure and unfpotted from the world.

—Fully convinced of the truth of the proverb, which
faith, Evil communications corrupt good manners,

permit me to addrefs the exhortation to you, breth-

ren, which was given by the apoftle of the Gentiles

to the faints at Corinth f. ' Come out from among
* them who are infidels and children of Belial, and be
* ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the un-
4 clean thing, and I will receive you, and I will be a
* Father unto you ; and ye fhall be my fons and
4 daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.'

12. For ye fhall not go out with hafte, nor

go by flight : for the Lord will go before

you : and the God of Ifrael will be your rere-

ward.

To guard thofe to whom the preceding direction is

given, againft rafhnefs and precipitation in going

forth to the arduous enter prife to which they were
called, of carrying the divine lamp of the gofpel to

the

* Chap. vi. 13. etfeq. f 2 Epiftle, Chap. ?i. 17, 18.
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the nations of the world, they are informed'—Ye
mall not go out with hade, in a precipitate tumultuous

manner, but after mature deliberation, and being

well furnilhed and inftrucled in every thing requifite

to the fuccefsful execution of the important work in

which you are to be employed.

—

Nor Jl all ye go out

byflight, as the wicked, who flee and no man pur-

fueth; or like thofe who, through fear and trepidation,

haften away, left the evil that they dread mould fud-

denly fall upon them, and prove their deftruction.

Nor were they to get away by Health from the city

of Jerufalem, as people who are afhamed (leal

away when they flee in battle. IN either were they to

leave that city in perturbation and confufion, as did

thofe who efcaped out of the land of Babylon, to de-

clare in Zion the vengeance of Jehovah.—The dif-

ciples of the Lord Jefus were to go forth to their great

work of preaching the gofpel with undaunted intre-

pidity, and heroic magnanimity, unalarmed with

danger, unaided by wordly power, that, in the name
of the Lord of Hofts, they might proclaim liberty to

the captive, the opening of the prifon to them that

were bound, and announce the acceptable year of

the Lord.—The reaion of this judicious procedure

is fubjoined in the following words :

For the Lord 'will go before you, &c. as he went
before the children of lfrael, after he brought them
out of the land of Egypt, in their journies through
the wildernefs.

\
The Lord v/ent before them, by day

* in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way,, and by
* night in a pillar of fire, to give them light to go by
' day and night/ as it is written *. Thus did he pre-

cede lfrael in the defart; and in like manner, though
not by the fame means, was he to direct the apoftles

and firft minifters of the gofpel in their travels, and
in the difcharge of their oftlce. By the peculiar care

of his providence, God was to preferve and defend
them, who having feparated themlelves from fpiritual

pollution, were employed in promulgating the truth

a:

* Exod. xiii. 21.
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as it is in Jefus, and who, * with the fpiritual weapons
* of their warfare, which, through God, are mighty to
* the pulling down of ftrong holds, were calling down
* imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it-

* felf againft the knowledge of God, and bringing
* every t ought to tr.e obedience of Chrift V

—

And
the God of Ifraeljhatt be your rereward He will fea-

fonabiy jnterpole between you and your unfeen ene-

mies, and afford vou protection from thofe who pur-

sue y<m with the hollile intention of harraffing you,

and preventing your retreat from danger.—What
finking inltances of this gracious conduct, and re-

markable pr- fervation, are recorded in the hiftory

of tht Acts of the Apoftles, where we read that the

fervai;ts of Jefus c hri'i were forbid to preach the gof-

pel in fome places that they were prevented from
going to others they intended to vifit, and that they
were encouraged to go where they had no intention

of bending their courfe. We are informed alfo of
their wonderful preservation amic'ft the varieties of

condition through which they paffed and the immi-
nent dangers to which thev were expofed. Thus did.

the Lord God go before them to conduct and defend
them, until his kingdom, which had a fmall be-

ginning, was gradually enlarged ; until, in the beau-

tiful language of prophecy, * the flune cut out with-
* out hands became a great mountain, and filled the
1 whole earth, until the tender vine, brought out of
* -Lgypt, covered the hills with her fhadow,—her
' boughs reached unto the lea, and her branches unto
* the river; until the fmall plant became as the cedars
* ot God.' Mountains were made plain before them,
valleys were filled up, uniil they reached the great

object of their deltination.

13. f BehoM, my fervant fhall deal prudent-
ly, be {hall be exalted and extolled, and be
very high.

Having
* 2 Cor. 3. 4, 5.
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Having foretold the redemption of fche peculiar

people of God, the eftablifhment of his kingdom,

with the manner of its manifeftation, and the happy

fuccefs which was to attend the fervices of its mini-

fters, whom he had encouraged and directed,—our

prophet, in the name of Jehovah, calls attention to

the foundation on which thefe important matters de-

pended, namely, the perfect obedience of the Meffiah

in his humiliation with his fubfequent glorious exal-

tation. He firft requires us diligently to contem-

plate this illuftrious perfon, acting with the mod
confummate prudence in the great work affigned to

him.— All are God's fervants, angels that excel in

flrength, the celeftial lu n inaries, with every creature

in heaven and earth. Of the human race fome fuf-

tain this character in confequence of their vifible

profeflion, and others, whofe bufinefs is to wait the

intimations of God's pleafure, and to execute his

commands in virtue of their peculiar relation. Of
this laft fort were Mofes, David, Paul, and many
others. None of thefe, but fome particular eminent

fervant of God, is here intended, to whom this defo-

liation efpecially belongs, namely, the great promifed

Meffiah, who, in chap. xlix. 3. and other places of

this prophecy, is mentioned under this character.—Of
him it is foretold, he ihall deal prudently or profper-

oufly, as the Hebrew word is tranilated in the margin

of fome bibles, prudence in action being the way to

profperity and fuccefs in enterprize. It confiils in

reducing to practice the dictates of found underiland-

ing, the principles of true wifdom, and in fo ikilfully

managing matters to the beft advantage, as to attain

the ends in view. The expreffion imports, that God's

Servant, who is elfevvhere denominated the * Wifdom
of Jehovah, that dwells with prudence,' was to con-

duct the whole work given him to do with exquilite

fkill, propriety, and judgment, fo as to confound

his adverlaries, and to advance his own glory and
the interei'is of his kingdom. Admirable intlances

•f the truth of this prediction are recorded by his

apoiltes.
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apoftles. What confummate wifdom did he difplay

in his inftru&ions, in his miracles, and in every action

of his life ! Recoiled his behaviour toward the

Pharafees, who took counfel how they might entangle

him in his talk* ; to the Sadducees, who tried to em-
barrafs him refpecYmg the (rate of a woman they fup-

pofed to have had ieven hufbandsf ; and to the chief

priefts and fcribes, relating to the payment of tribute

to Caefar J.—In confequence whereof it is foretold,

He Jhall be exalted, &c. Thefe words foretel the

glorious elevation of Jeius Cbrift, after he had by
himfelf purged our fins, when God exalted him as a

Prince and Saviour, to give repentance and remif-

fion of fins, and he fat down at the right hand of the

Majefty on high. In the important characters of the

Prince of Life, and the Saviour of the Church, he is

raifed to the moll diftinguifhed honour and glory,

authority and power; he is gone far above all hea-

vens, and hath taken poffeflion of the throne deitined

for him as the reward of his humiliation and obedi-

ence unto death. The well known fulfilment of

this prediction, forms an important article of the gof-

pel, which the apoftles went forth preaching every

where, and which we, my friends, profefs to believe.

—What gratitude and praife, and iubje&ion are due

to this enthroned Redeemer, who is pafTed into the

heavens! Though he hath aicended on high, he is

ft ill acceffible to his people's applications and

thankfgivings; though he is gone up out of their

fight, they are eonltantly under his infpe&ion; though

he is entered into glory, he is touched with the feel-

ing of their infirmities; though they may not be

fuitably imprefTed with his glorv, he is deeply inter-

elted in their conditions, bing praifes to our King,

iing praifes! Did he fuitain when on earth labours

and iufferings for us, and is he gone into the pre-

fence of God to manage our concerns, and can we
do too much, bear too much, or ^art with too much,

toteftiiy our attachment to his honour and ir ter« ft!

And
* Mat. xxii. 15. f Mat. xxii. 23. t Luke xxui. 22.
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And extolled, and be very high. His praifes are

continually celebrated, not only on earth but in

heaven. All the nations of the world Hi all magnify

him who lives for ever, to confummate the falva-

tion of his Church; all kindreds of the earth fhall do

him homage, on account of what he hath done for

the redemption of tranfgreftbrs. In every age, and in

every kingdom, he fhall be extolled for his perfonal

excellencies, his adorable grace, and unbounded
beneficence.—The celeftial regions, occupied by the

redeemed from among men, incefiantly refound with

fongs of joy and praife to him who is the eternal ob-

ject of their delightful admiration. Hear the an-

gels around the throne, and every creature that is

in heaven, faying, • Bleffing, and honour, and
* glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth upon
' the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever !'

And after the final judgment, the innumerable mul-
titude of the ranfomed of the Lord, convened in one
great afTembly, fhall for ever adore and praife their

companionate Saviour with exultation and triumph.
—Who Jhall be very high. Having laid afide the vail

of his humiliation, he fhall eternally fhine forth

with unfpeakable fplendour and glory. Elevated to

the highefl pinnacle of dignity and grandeur, ad-

vanced to the pofTefiion of fulnefs of joy in the pre-

ience of Jehovah, and invefted with univerfal domi-
nion, he fhall receive the homage of all the celeftial

hods. Compared with the Prince of the kings of the

earth in his glory, how mean doth the potentates cf

this world appear ! Their dominions are circum-
scribed within narrow limits, and their reign is foon
terminated, whereas his empire hath no bounds, nei-

ther ihall it have any end. It extends to all places,

to all creatures, and to all times, 1 fhould have faid

to immortal ages.—Thofe who treat his gofpel with
contempt, who look on his people as the ofT-fcouring

of all things, who confkler his yoke as infupportable,

attendance on his inftitutions as an irkfome tafk,

and who avowedly oppcfe his honour and intereit,

fhould
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fheuld be ftruck with horror at the review of their

criminal conduct, and in the profpect of the direful

confequences that fhail refult from their infatuation

and daring prefumption. The faithful fubjects of

his kingdom, for whofe benefit the Lord Jefus is

highly exalted, ought to rejoice and be exceeding

glad in the profpect of their elevation to glory and

honour with their beloved Matter, who will infinitely

more than compenfate them for all that they ever

did or fullered on his account.

14. As many were aftonifhed at thee; (his

vifage was fo marred more than any man,
and his form more than the fons of men.)

To exihibit the eminent exaltation of the great

Meliiah with the more advantage, Ifaiah brings into

view a remakable circumftance, relative to his humilia-

tion, which is contrafted with his elevation to the

glory he now pofTefTes.—Many who beheld him
during his relidence on earth were on various ac-

counts furprifed and aftonifhed. borne were furprif-

ed at the confummate wifdom he difcovered in his

conduct, and difcourfes, others were aftonifhed at the

irrefiitible power he exercifed over all perfons and
elements. Some wondered at the gracious words

that proceded out of his mouth, others were amazed
at the mighty works he performed, and the authority

wherewith he delivered his instructions. Some were

furprifed at his pretenlions to the high character of

the Son of God, others were aftonifhed at his humble
appearance, the meannefs or his kindred and con-

nections, the ignominy of his death, the triumphs of

his refurrection, the glory of his afcenfion, the pour-

ing out of the Holy Spirit, and the extenfive fuccefs

that attended the miniftry of the gofpel. Through
the foolifh prejudices they entertained, they could

not reconcile things fo apparently cppofite to one

another; hence proceeded perplexity and aftonifh-

ment.
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ment. Not a few people of this defcription feem tQ

have been prefent among the men of Ifrael at An-
tioch, to whom the apoftle Paul, in the conclufion of
his difcourfe, gave this admonition :

* Beware left

• that come upon you which is fpoken of in the pro-
1 phets, Behold, ye defpiiers, and wonder, and pe-
' rim * !'

Bis vifage was marred more than any man This
circumitance, which was remarkably verified in

Jefus Chrift, efpecially toward the conclufion of his

life on earth, fuggefts one reafon why many were
afionifhed at him. Never was a man fo barbaroufly

treated as the blefTed Redeemer. Though fairer

than the fons of men, and altogether lovely; though
he was holy, harmlefs, and undefined; though he
had no fin, neither guile in his mouth; though he
was full of compafiion , and manifested incomparable

benevolence in a thoufand inftances, he received the

molt cruel and outrageous indignities. He was ex-

poled to the reproaches and infults of his inveterate

enemies ; he was beaten, he was fcourged, he was
crowned with thorns, he was ftruck on the head, he

was blindfolded, he was fpit upon, he was drefied

as an object of derifion, after being ftript of his own
garments, covered with blood. Lnfeebled by pain

and anguifh, he was harrafTed by the powers of dark-

nefs, and forfaken by his God, fo that his foul was
exceeding forrowful even unto death. Having been
mod unjuftly condemned, by an iniquitous fentence,

to an ignominious and painful death, he was led

forth to the place of execution, where he was cruci-

fied between two malefactors If David, the king
of Ifrael, through his manifold troubles and forrows,

fpeaks of himfelf as a wonder to many; if Job was
fo disfigured by reafon of grief, that he became like

a fhadow,—how much more mud the comely counte-
nance ofD ivid's Lord and Job's Redeemer have been
hurt and marred !—Behold the man. No wonder that

Vol. iV. L his

* Atfs xiii. 40. 41,
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his beautiful vifage was more disfigured than any
man's—no wonder that his form and fhape were
more fpoiled than any of the fons of men ! Behold, ye
impenitent tranfgrefibrs, the companionate Saviour,

tortured by the mod excruciating fufferings, which
he fuftained with invincible patience, that he might
expiate your iniquities, and fee, as in a faithful

mirror, with what terrible miferies your fins mall be
accompanied, if you do not forfake them, and believe

in the great Redeemer. Contemplate, ye believing,

penitent people, the wounds, the fufferings of every
kind, and the ghaftly appearance of the Lord
Jefus, when he bare your fins on his own body, and
made atonement for your trefpaffes ! The painful

agonies to which he fubmitted, that fo marred his

vifage, ought to excite not merely fome tranfient

emotions in our minds, that will vanilh at the firfl

alTault of temptation, but they fhould make an
indelible imprefiion on our hearts, and produce per-

manent efFeds on our lives.

15. So fhall he fprinkle many nations, the

kings fhall fhut their mouths at him : for that

which had not been told them fhall they fee

;

and that which they had not heard, fhall they

confider.

Some of the joyful confequences with which the

exaltation of Jefus Chrift was to be accompanied,

are here graphically defcribed. As many were to

be aftonifhed at the poor afflicted flate of the

MefTiah, whilit he continued on earth, fo very many
were to experience the happy effects of his elevation

to the right hand of God.

—

So Jhall hefprinkle many
nations. In this expreilion, there feems to be an
obvious allufion to the typical fprinklings appointed

under the Old Teflament, and particularly to thofe

performed by the High Prieft, who was commanded
tt
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to fprinkle the blood of the victim, offered in facrifice

for himfelf and the people, feven times before the

Lord, of which we read Lev. iv. 6. etfeq. or to the

purification of a leper, mentioned chap. xvi. 7. tt

feq. In reference to thefe inftitutions, our prophet

foretels that Jefus Chrill, the great High Pried: ofour

profeffion, was to fprinkle many nations with his

Divine doctrine, which was to drop upon them as

the rain, and his fpeech to diftil as the dew, as the

fmall rain upon the tender herb, and mowers upon
the grafs.—That he (hall fprinkle them with water

in the facred ordinance of baptifm, administered by
his fervants, in obedience to his appointment, where-

in they were to renounce whatever is oppofite to his

honour and interert, and to be folemnly admitted to

the external privileges of his Church.—That he fhall

fprinkle many of them with his precious blood,

therefore emphatically denominated the Blood of

Sprinkling *, which being effectually applied by the

Holy Ghoft, cleanfeth from all filthinefs of the flefh

and fpirit, and purges the confcience from dead

works to ferve the living God. The prediction im-

ports, that Jefus Chrift was to communicate the im-

menfe benefits refulting from his paffion,to people of

all nations, and that his blood was to be effectually

applied to them for all the purpofes for which it was

flied. It was remarkably fulfilled by the commiffion

which the Lord Jefus gave to his apoflles, to difciple,

to Chriftianize all nations, by teaching and baptizing

them. Perhaps it may alfo refer to the extraor-

dinary gifts of the Holy Spirit conferred on his dif-

ciples on the day of Pentecoft, when, as he had told

them, they were baptized with the Holy Ghoft.

—

Let us be folicitous to fhare in this promiied bleffing,

and earneftly entreat of Jefus Chrilt lb to fprinkle

our hearts, as that all the faculties of our fouls may
be thoroughly fanctified, that we may not only re-

tain, but adorn our holy profeffion.

"The

* Heb. 12. 24.
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The kingsJhallftmt their mouths at him. The edicts

of princes are the mouths whereby they fpeak to

their fubjects, and make known their royal will

and pleaiure. The proclamations ifTued by the

monarchs, intended in the words before us, and the

laws which they had enacted hoftile to the fervants

of Jefus Chrift, were to be revoked and annulled,

being determined no longer to employ their autho-

rity in oppolition to the interefts of the Redeemer's
kingdom. Having been in fome meafure acquainted

with the truths of the gofpel, the happy effects pro-

duced by the enlargement of the Meftiah's kingdom,
and the powerful operations of his grace ; and
having feen awful inftances of terrible judgments
inflicted on thofe who perfecuted his fervants, they
were to revoke the cruel flatutes they had pub-
lifhed, wherein they had blafphemed God and his

tabernacle- Struck with admiration of the glory

and majefty of the baviour, they were to be con-

itrained, with humble reverence, to yield him pro-

found adoration and fubmiffion. The reafon of tnis

change of conduct is fubjoined in the following

words :

—

For that which had not been told them, Jhall

they fee, &c. The apoftie Paul, in his epiftle to the

Ivomans, writing of the fuccefs that attended the

minifiry of the gofpel in thofe places "where Jefus

Chrift had never been before preached, cites this

prediction * : * But as it is written, to whom he
* was not fpoken of they (hall fee, and they that have
' not heard mall underftand.' The prophecies rela-

tive to the Meffiah were delivered to the pofterity of

lfrael, and not to the Gentiles, who were ltrangers to

the covenants of promife. After the gofpel was
publifhed to thofe who had been fuffered to walk in

their own ways, princes and great men, who hitherto

had been ignorant of the perfon and falvation of

Jefus Chrift, were to behold thefe glorious objects

with the eyes of their enlightened underftandings.

In the exerciie of believing contemplation, they were
to

* Chap. xr. 21.
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to confider the important truths refpedting the Son

of God, his gracious delign of coming into the

world, and to view him evidently fet forth as cruci-

fied in the ordinances of the gofpel. Thefe intereft-

ing difcoveries they were attentively to revolve in

their minds, as matters of the greateft moment,

wherein they were deeply concerned. Perceiving

their real excellence, and the wonderful effects

which, through the Divine blefling, they produce,

they were to ponder with admiration and pleafure

on thofe things, of which in times paft they had not

heard —Alas, brethren, fome there are who fee

and know what they do not confider ! Do you fe«

rioufly meditate on the facred truths recorded in the

Scriptures, until you difcover their infinite import-

ance and fuitablenefs to your circumftances. At-

tend to the inftrucYions, the warnings, and encou-

ragements they convey, to the precepts, the threat-

nings and promifes they contain, and efpecially think

of the Saviour, and the falvation they reveal. Fix

your minds on the great things that God hath done

for you, and endeavour to have them deeply im-

prefTed on your hearts. Diligently ufe the means of

improvement in the knowledge and grace of Jefus

Chrift, earneftly requeuing that the prefence, power,

and blefling of God, may render them effectual for

bringing you to an experimental acquaintance with

the life and power of godlinefs. Confider what I

fay, and the Lord give you underftanding in all

things.

PRELL
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

^TpHE Lord God having mentioned by our Prophet,

X in the preceeding part ofthis difcourfe, the humble
afllicted ftate of the great Redeemer of mankind, he

takes occalion more fully to foretel the direful fufTer.

ings which he was to endure for the redemption of

tranfgreflbrs. By minutely predicting the circum-

ftances relative to this aftonifhing event, contrary to

human expectation, and removed at the diftance of

ages from the time wherein this prophecy was deli-

vered, he hath left on record an illuftrious proof of his

perfect knowledge of futurity, he hath explained the

reafons of this divine ceconomy of Providence, and

he hath laid a fure foundation whereon faith in Jefus

Chriit is eitabliihed. By comparing the predictions

now before us with the facts recorded in the gofpels,

the mouth of infidelity is ftopt, and every pretext is

taken away to which obftinate incredulity might

have recourfe. If various diftant future events, in-

fcrutable to human fagacity, refpecting one perfon

whom we call the Meffiah have been foretold, and
thefe events have exactly come to pafs in the hiflory

of an individual, and in no other, mud not thefe pre-

dictions have been infpired by the Holy Spirit, and

he to whom they are applicable have his claim to be

the Meffiah confirmed by the fupreme authority of

Jehovah?
With this view, among others, we enter on the

consideration of the fecond fection of the third dif-

courfe contained in the fifth book of thefe propecies,

which exhibit a moving defcription of the humilia-

tion, fufterings, and death of Jefus Chrift, with their

cauies and confequences. The fubject is introduced

by an inquiry concerning the fmall fuccefs of the

gofpei among the Jews and the incredulity of the

Gentiles, ver. i.—The reafon of this mournful event is

affigned, viz. the very humble (late in which the

Meffiah,
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Mefliah appeared, and. the mod ignominious death that

he fuftained, in obedience to the will of God, which
rendered him odious and contemptible in the view
of proud, inconfiderate mortals, ver. 7. and 3.—The
true caufe of his profound abafement is then explain-

ed. It did not arife from any fault that he had com-
mitted, but was occafioned by the fins of tliofe for

whofe redemption he fubmitted to the death of the

crofs, ver. 4— 7.—The joyful confequences which
were to refult from his complicated fufferings are next
delienated, from whence it is apparent that he is

beloved and precious in the fight of God, and that in

the mod afflicted condition, he was the object of the

peculiar care of his providence, ver. 8— 10.—After
which Jehovah is represented confirming the doc-
trine of the gofpel, and inftructing the Church as

to the extenfive glorious effects that were to proceed
from the obedience performed by his righteous Ser-

vant, ver, 11. and 12.

CHAP. L1II.

WHO hath believed our report? and to

whom is the arm of the Lord re-

vealed ?

This exclamation, or inquiry, made by Ifaiah in the
name of his fellow fervants, and of the apoitks and
minifters of the word, expreffes furprize and forrow
at the infidelity of thofe who rejected their teftimony,

and the little fruit that accompanied their labours!—
The Hebrew word tranllated report, fignifies a ru-

mour that is fpread abroad, a word that is heard, a
dodrine that is propofed and inculcated by public
teachers. Here it denotes the meflage that Jehovah
hath lent by his fervants to his people, from whom he

demands



88 LECTURES on the Chap. LIIL

demands the obedience of faith. It contains the im-
portant truths which God hath been pleafed to reveal

for their initruction, the holy precepts he hath given

as the rule of their conduct, the joyful tidings he hath

publifhed concerning falvation, the precious promifes

he hath delivered as ground of encouragement, and
the awful threatnings denounced againlt tranfgref-

fion. Ifaiah, fpeaking not in his own name only, but

in that of the other fervants of God, calls it their report;

becaufe they are intrufted with the bufinefs of propo-

gating it throughout the world. Though the truth

is always fubftantially the fame, it hath been revealed

with different degrees of perfpicuity, as the Church
was able to bear. In early ages, it appeared as a

light mining in a dark place, that had burft out from
obfcurity, afterward it fhone forth with increafing

brightnefs unto the perfect day. There cannot re-

main a doubt that this report, this teftimony, this

record of God concerning his Son, ought to be ac-

counted worthy of all acceptation, and fhould be

believed with the heart unto falvation. It is at-

tended with the moft fatisfying evidences, and where
it is received with faith and love, it never fails to

produce the molt falutary effects.—Who then hath

believed the words of the prophecies of this book,

and who continues in the things that are written

therein, knowing of whom they have learned them ?

They who, deeply affected with the interefting dis-

coveries therein contained, give them undoubted
credit, placing their entire dependence on the

power, grace, and faithfulnefs of Jehovah, for the

accomplifhment of his good word, fay, with the

apoftle Paul, 'We know whom we have believed;'

and with the apoftle Peter, ' We have not followed
• cunningly devifed fables/

To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed P The
arm of Jehovah, as i lately remarked, when dif-

courfing from chap. lii. 10. may fignify his mighty
power exerted by the miniftry of the gofpel for the

conversion and falvation of mankind. This power
is
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is revealed and glorioufly difplayed in the blefTed

effects produced by his Divine agency, on the hearts

of thofe he reconciles to himfelf, and brings into fub-

jeclion to his government ;—by removing their preju-

dices againfl the truth, and by enlightning their

minds to underftand it It is manifefted when they

are declared to be the epiftle of Chrift miniftered by
us, as the apoftle Paul fpeaks, ' Written not with
* pen and ink, but by the Spirit of the living God ;

* not in tables of (tone, but in flefhly tables of the

* heart V The expreffions are beautiful and for-

cible. The heart is the table whereon Jefus Chrift

writes, by the miniftry of his fervants, his laws,

which are the epitlle he fends unto the world, inti-

mating his royal will and pleafure. That this table

may ferve this good purpofe, he removes its natural

hardnefs and obduracy, renders it foft, and fui'cep-

tible of Divine impreilions. The characters which
he there infcribes are not formed with pen a;;d ink,

which might be eafily blotted out or erafed, but by
the power and Spirit of Almighty God, fo that the

impreflion becomes indelible, and perfectly legible

to him that understands. Thofe to whom the arm
of the Lord is thus revealed are made acquainted

with the grace of God in truth; they delight in his

word, and obey his will; they bring forth fruit unto

God, and being doers of his work, are blefTed in their

deed.—What admirable, glorious effects, refult from

the revelation of the arm of the Lord, not only in

things that are feen and temporal, but efpecially in

the hearts and difpofitions of men ! What excel-

lence, what beauty, are confpicuous in all the works
of God's hands ! but ail that comelinefs and glory mall

decay, and wax old like a garment, whereas the

beauties of holinefs, communicated by his renovating

power, when he forms his own lovely refemblance

on tue human foul, mail never perifh, but (hall

flouriii through immortal ages.

Who hath believed our report, &c. This enquiry,

Vol. IV. M which

* 2 Cor, iii. 3.
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which is twice cited in the New Teflament *, inti-

mates, that th re were comparatively few who cre-
dited the tidings publifhed refpecting the humiliation
and fubfequent exaltation of the great Mefliah. This
complaint was not peculiar to the time wherein
lfaiah and his fellow- fervants were employed in de-
livering the mefftges from God, wherewith they
were intruded. Whilft the Son of God, the great

prophet of Jehovah, who fpake as never man fpake,

was teaching the way of God in truth, and making
known his falvation, notwithflanding the aflonithing

miracles he performed, there were not many who
received his teftimony, to whom his doctrine proved
the power of God unto falvation. In reviewing the
effects of his miniftry among Jews and Gentiles, the
apoflle Paul introduces the words we have been con-
sidering as thereby verified. Indeed, in every age,
and particularly in the period wherein we live, the
minifters of God have had juft reafon to take up this

mournful lamentation. Some reject the report of
the gofpel, on account of the fublime doctrines

it contains, which tranfcend their comprehension.
Others refufe to give it credit, becaufe of the plain-

nefs and fimplicity with which it is propofed, be-

caufe it is adapted to the capacities of the meaner!,

and therefore they deem it unworthy of their no-

tice. Some are offended at the ftrictnefs of its pre-

cepts, others are difpleafed at the freedoms ufed

by its minifters, the information which it contains,

and the plan of falvation which it exhibits, that is

defigned to humble the great, the learned, and the

proud. From perfons of thefe defcriptions it often

meets with the ltrongelt oppofition ; and as few of

them who have believed the report are among the

rich and great of this world, many in low circum-

ftances have been deterred, by their means, through

ignorance, bigotry, and pride, from embracing the

gofpel, and have perfifled in treating it with fcorn

and derifion. The chief cauie is mentioned in the

latter

* John xii. 38. and Rom. x. 16.
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latter part of this verfe : the arm of the Lord hath not

been revealed, the powerful influence of his grace

hath not been experienced.—With fervour and in-

portunity let us adopt the earneft prayer of the

Church, « Awake, awake, O arm of the Lord, put on
ftrength,' &c The longer that God defers to grant

our requefts, the more importunate ought to be our

fupplications for his gracious interpofition in our

favour, and in behalf of his Church 3 then may we
hope that we fhall not afk in vain.

2. For he fhall grow up before him as a

tender plant, and as a root out of a dry-

ground : he hath no form nor comelinefs : and
when we fhall fee him, there is no beauty that

we fhould defire him.

The humble extraction and mean appearance of

the Median, are mentioned as principal caufes of

the mournful event complained of in the preceding

verfe. Men whofe minds were warped with preju-

dices, and not enlightened by the fpirit of wifdom to

fee the neceffity of a fuffering Redeemer, would not

cordially receive him, and place their trutt in him
for falvation.—Some illuftrious perfon of diitinguifhed

eminence is here characterized by feveral remark-

able circumftances, which are attributed to him.

The firft queflion that naturally occurs on reading

the words before us is, reflecting the iubj eel of this

prophecy. We enquire, with the man of Ethiopia,

when fitting in his chariot reading this chapter,
4 Of whom ipeaketh the prophet this, of himielf or
' of fome other man V It is evident that Ifaiah fpake

not of himfelf, for what is here written is not appli-

cable to him. Who then is the other perfun of

whom he foretold

—

He fhall grow up before him as

a tender plant, &c. The predictions recorded in

this paffage of fcripture accurately defcribe the Lord

Jefus Chrift, the promiied Mefliah, who was born of

the
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the Virgin Mary, who fuffered under Pontius Pilate,

who was crucified, dead, and buried, who on the

third day rofe from the dead, and who in the pre-

ceding context is fpoken of as the fervant of Jehovah.

This wonderful perfon is here abruptly introduced

to notice as the fubject of the following prophecies,

which exactly delineate, in ftrong colours, his cha-

racter, his fufferings, and their joyful confequences.

HeJhallgrow up, &c. According to this predic-

tion, Jefus Chriit was to arife from a refpectable fa-

mily of the pofterity of Abraham, which, at the time

of his birth, was to be in a low deprefTed condition,

confpicuous neither for rank or dignity. He was to

advance from infancy and childhood to maturity

and manhood, increasing in bodily ftature, whilft all

the faculties of his foul were to expand and improve.

In this manner he was to grow up 'before Jehovah,'

(who is mentioned in the preceding verfe) under his

immediate infpection, who always beheld him with a

pleafant countenance ; through the fpecial care and

protection of his providence, whofe prefence wTas to

attend him in every ftage of life.—His growth is

compared to that of a tender plant, or young (hoot,

remarkable for its rapid progrefs, which requires to

be treated with much attention, and is the object of

his efpecial care who planted it, and who provides

for its fafety. The Lord Jefus Chrift grew up before

God, who never left him alone, but was always with

him, and preferved him from being killed by the

cruel delign of Herod, from being hurt by the

aflaults of the devil, the reproaches and hoftile inten-

tions of his enemies.

—

And as a root out of dry

ground, where, having little moifture, it puts forth

only an inconfiderable ftem, from which little ex-

pectations are entertained, either of blofibms or fruit.

As by the former fimilitude our prophet exhibited

the tender care of Jehovah toward his righteous

Servant, fo by the one now before us, he fets forth the

mean ftate of the family from which the Mefliah

was to ariie, and their incapacity to afford fuitable

nouriihment.
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nourifhment and fupport to tbe root and offspring

of David. Though his exterior condition was mean
and unpromifing, though he poiTeiTed not wealth, or

riches, or grandeur, and ieemed for a while not en-

dowed with abilities iuperior to other men, yet, as

foretold, he grew up unheeded by thofe around him,

untutored by their care, uninftructed by their

teachers, and unprovided by their bounty.

He hath no form or comelinefs, &c. The figure or

fhape of the Meffiah's perfon, wherein there was no

blemifh, does not feem, from what is here faid,to have

been remarkable for beauty or elegance. He is in-

deed juftiy celebrated by an infphed prophet*, for

being fairer than the children of men, the moil emi-

nent of whom he far tranicended in the excellence of

his perfon, the fublimity of his doctrine, and the im-

portance of his office. There was little however
in his external appearance that commanded admira-

tion, refpect, or reverence. Thofe, therefore, who faw

him, did not imagine that his afpecl was expreffive of

the dignity and majefty of the high character he afTu-

med ; they did not behold that haughty countenance,

that fuperciliousdemeanor,which are often confpicuous

in thofe who occupy high ftations, nor did they dif-

cover in him any of thofe qualities which are vilible

in the afTertors of public liberty, or the triumphant
conquerors of mankind. In the Meffiah were com-
bined, with a graceful perfon, an engaging afpecl and
condefcending behaviour, amiable meeknefs, humility,

gentlenefs, and companion; with an averfion to every

fpecies of worldly honour and vain glory. Not only

was his whole temper and conduct diametrically op-

polite to the air and mein of thofe who are admired
by the men of this world, but there were collateral

circumftances which tended to diminiih the public

opinion of his character. Defcended of ob rcure

parents (his fuppofed father being a carpenter^, born
in a mean village, his kindred were among the com-
mon people, he was reputed a Galhlean, and contemned

as

* Plal. ::!r. 2.
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as a Nazarene, having often familiar intercourfe with
publicans and finners, his difciples illiterate fifhermenj

and himfelf deftitute of worldly fplendour and wealth,

he had nothing to gratify the expectation of thofe who
looked for the Mefiiah to appear as a mighty conquer-

or, Unfupported by any teftimonies from the priefts

and chief men among his countrymen the Jews, his

doctrine and actions were condemned by the fcribes

and Pharifees, whilft many of his hearers complained

that they did not underftand his parabolical difcourfes.

Though his wifdom holinefs, eloquence, and the ftu-

pendous miracles he performed, ought to have con-

ciliated regard and efteem, yet were they feverely

cenfured, and imputed to connection with the Prince

of the devils. On thefe accounts, and in this man-
ner, his form and beauty were obfcured and unper-

ceived by many.
And when we /ball fee him, &c. la this expref-

fion our prophet includes himfelf with thofe of whom
he fpeaks, that he might foften the afperity of this

remark, which plainly intimates that the fubjects of

the prediction were infeniible to real worth and ex-

cellence ; that, blinded by ignorance and prejudices,

they did not difcern any comelinefs in the Saviour

that excited their defires—and that, had he been like-

minded with them, and had the fame view of him
with them, he would have manifefted fimilar indif-

ference toward him. The event verified this pro-

phecy ; for though, to thofe whofe underftandings

were enlightened, Jefus Chrift appeared altogether

lovely, and pofTeffing a glory becoming the only be-

gotten Son of God when he dwelt upon earth, yet

the bulk of the people, among whom he was conver-

fant, would not acknowledge that he was the Mefiiah

promifed to the fathers. They faw nothing great or

delirable in him, and therefore they treated him with

contempt and deteftation.—In what light doth the

companionate Redeemer appear to you, my hearers ?

Senfible of his incomparable excellence and captivat-

ing beauty, do you highly efteem him, do you cor-

dially
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dially embrace him, do you firmly truft in him, and
chearfully obey him ? Or, ignorant of his tranfcend-

ent worth and adorable grace, do you fee nothing in

him to gain your affection, and fo mak~ light of his

example, his facrifice, his word, and his ordinances ?

It is certainly vour duty and intereft feriouflv to con-

fider what eflimate you have formed of him, con-

cerning whom it is faid,

3. He is defpifed and rejected of men, a
man of forrows, and acquainted with grief

:

and we hid as it were our faces from him

;

he was defpifed, and we efleemed him not.

Ifaiah having afcribed the rejection of Jefus Chrift

to the fpiritual blind nefs and foolifh prejudices of

men, he attributes the contempt with which he is

treated to another caufe, namely, the afflicted, for-

rowful condition to which he fubmitted for the fal-

vation of his people. The very circumftances which
fhould have endeared him to mankind are converted

into occafions of neglect and abhorrence. How
aftonifhing the grace of Jefus Chrift ; how deplorable

the perverfity, the ingratitude, and wickednefs of

men !

He is defpifed and rejected of men Thefe words
defcnbe the treatment given to the Meflian during

his refidence on earth. He is the flone that was
refufed and fet at nought by the chief priefts and
Pharifees, the then builders of the Church. When
he came unto his own, they received him not ; and,

as Ifaiah declares again in the latter part of this verfe,

he was defpifed, and we efleemed him not. Even
in infancy, Herod the King, dreading the lofs of his

kingdom, was fo inflamed with rage at the innocent

child, that he hTued an order requiring that all the

male children under two years old fhould be flain.

After his public miniilry commenced, the learned,

the
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the rich, and the great, combined againft him, and
rejected his million and doctrine ; the fcribes and the

Fharifees rejected him as a deceiver and impoftor

;

and the whole body of the people, following their

example, deteited and rejected him in the mo ft con-

temptuous manner. Such was the abhorrence in

which he was held by the people in general, that a

confpiracy was formed againil his life, his perfon was
infulted, his miracles were traduced as done in confe-

deracy with Satan, his doctrine was rejected as unin-

telligible, and his conduct was reprefented as inimical

to civil government
;
yea, he was charged with blaf-

phemy againft God. Notwithftanding, there were

many who wondered at the gracious words which

proceeded from his mouth ; yet fuch was the pre-

vailing opinion of the multitude at Nazareth, that

they thruft him out of the city, and led him to-the

brow of the hill, that they might caft him down
headlong *. At Jerufalem they took up ftones to

call at him f , and the fcribes and Pharifees fought to

lay hands on him A feditious man, who was.

a robber, was preferred before him ; the popular

cry was, Crucify him, crucify him ; he was con-

demned to fuffer the painful, ignominious death />f

the crofs ; and, to give the ftrongeft proof of con-

tempt, Lq was crucified between two malefactors.

—

In rhis manner was* the Meffiah defpifed and re-

jected of men in the days of his humiliation, to

which no doubt this prediction immediately refers.

I\otwithrlanding he is now far exalted in perfon

above thole injurious infults which he fuilained

while on earth, our prophet's words are ftill verified.

home degrade his perfon, others defpife his ordi-

nances, feme reject his mediation, others contemn
Lis authority. What a daring affront do fuch

people offer to him whom all men are commanded
to hunour, even as they honour the Father ! What
vile ingratitude do they difcover toward him, who is

infinitely

* Luke iv. 29. f John viii. 59*
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infinitely worthy of their higheft efteem and thank-

ful praifes.

A man of forrows and acquainted with griefs*

Whofoever perufes with attention the life and fuf-

ferings of Jefus Chrift, mult he fully fatisfied of the

truth of this defcription : forrows compaffed him round

about, and flowed in upon him from every quarter.

How acute, how manifold, the bitter fufferings he

endured, which could not fail to produce the mod
pungent forrow in his exquifitely tender fpirit.

Deftitute of a habitation in which to relide, he was

expofed to the cruel perfecution of his virulent ene-

mies, to thofe diilrefTes that arife from poverty and
want, to the temptations of Satan, to the contradic-

tion and reproach of finners. Subject to infirmities,

he had to encounter the mod powerful oppoiition,

to fuftain the moil outrageous infults, and to bear the

moft diftreffing anguifh of foul, under which he ex-

claimed, ' Now is my foul exceeding forrowful

even unto death*.'—The fubject is illuftrated and
confirmed by the following expreffion : And ac-

quainted with griefs^ that w7ere as the intimate com-
panions which attended him wherever he went.

He was grieved with the fins and afflictions of man-
kind, with his own painful ditlreffes, and the awful

profpecl of the approaching agonies wherewith his

death was to be accompanied. To thefe he often

looked forward, and of them he frequently took oc-

cafion to fpeak. When he appeared in his glory on
the mount of Transfiguration, he talked with Mofes
and Elias of the deceafe he was to accomplifh at

Jerufalem. At his triumphant entrance into that

city,when the multitude of his difciples rejoiced, and
praifed God for all the mighty works which they had
feen, he beheld the city— he wept over it at the

profpecl of the favourable opportunities they had
loft, and the direful calamities they were to fufTer.

Nor did griefs foriake him in the facred hours of re-

tirement ; for when in folitude, in the garden of

Vol. IV. N Gethfemane,
* Mat. xxvi. 38.
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Gethfemane, he was in an agony and exceeding for-

rowful.—Let us frequently contemplate this man of

forrows, who was acquainted with griefs, who for the

joy that was fet before him, endured the crofs, and
defpifed the fhame, and is now fet down at the right

hand of the throne of God ; and confider him who
endured ruch afflictive forrows, left at any time we be

weary and faint in our minds. With admiring gra-

titude, let us celebrate his wonderful grace, who con-

defcended to bear our griefs, and to carry our forrows,

and earneftly fupplicate from him flrength and fup-.

port under all our troubles.

And we hid as it were our faces from him. The
Hebrew words may be rendered, as on the margin of

fome bibles, He hid as it were his face from us.

The forrows he endured in his profound humiliation

proved as a vail, which, in great meafure, concealed

from human view his Divine excellence and perfect

beauty, and therefore he was defpifed by inconfider-

ate mortals on that very account, for which he ought

to have been highly efteemed. The more common
tranflation feems to be mod agreeable to the con-

nection of the words, and the delign of our prophet,

in reprefenting the bad treatment to which the Mef-
fiah was pleafed to fubmit.—This prediction was re-

markably fulfilled after he was condemned by the

Jewifh fanhedrira, and delivered by Pilate, the

Roman governor, to be crucified. Then efpecially

he was considered as a guilty criminal, unworthy of

the fmallcft favour or regard, and deferving the fe-

vered punifnment. Many of his cliiciples had before

that time been offended at him, and gone away, and
walked no more with him, but now, a very t^w ex-

cepted, they all deferred him, as if afhamed of having

any connection with him. Even thofe who had left

all and followed him, who had heard his difcourfes,

and feen his miracles, forfook him and fled, and hid

their faces from him. This prediction looked farther

than to the time of our Redeemer's refidence on
earth, and is verified to this day by thofe of his pro-

felTed
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feiTed followers, who, baptized unto his death, and

called by his name, decline publicly to avow him for

their matter, and to acknowledge their dependence

upon him for all that they enjoy and hope to receive.

Do you remember the awful declaration of Jefus

Chrift : * Whofoever mail be afhamed of me, or of
* my words, in this finful generation, of him alfo

* (hall the Son of Man be afhamed, when he cometh
' in the glory of his Father, with his holy angels*'.

—

The true reafon of fuch odious conduct is afligned in

the words that immediately follow. He was dejpifed,

and we ejleemecl not. Do not they defpife him who
continue ignorant of his character and falvation, amid
the many opportunities they enjoy of becoming ac-

quainted with his glory and grace ? Do they efteem

the Saviour, who refufe to believe and obey his gof-

pel, notwithstanding the ftriking evidences fet before

them of his Divine million and confummate abilities ?

Do they efteem him who make light of his amiable

condefcenfion, and prefer to him the riches, the

honours, and pleafures of this world ? No wonder
that fuch people hide their faces from Jefus Chrift.

4. % Surely he hath born our griefs, and
carried our forrows : yet we did efteem him
ftricken, fmitten of God, and afflicted.

In this and in the 5th verfe, Ifaiah explains the true

caufe of the direful afflictions, and intenfe forrows

fuftained by the Mefliah, which he fets forth in feve-

ral expreffions of flmilar import. This interefting

fubject is introduced by the word Surely, which
intimates the ftrong perfuafion and firm confidence

that he felt of the momentous truth here afTerted.

Diverted of the prejudices which he might have once
entertained againft this important doctrine, he pro-

ceeds, without hefitation or ambiguity, to declare

explicitly the real caufes of the excruciating fuffer-

ings •

* MarkYiii. 38.
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ings and manifold griefs endured by God's righteous

Servant in his humbled condition. It is evident,

from the feveral references made to this paffage in

the New leftament, that it entirely relates to Jefus

Chrift, that it hath a direct reference to him, and that

he is the perfon undoubtedly who is here intended;

The prediction, like many others, is delivered in the

prophetic ftile, which defcribes events certainly fu-

ture as already paft. So accurate is the narration of

fads relative to the Redeemer's fufferings, which is

contained in this chapter, that it hath been juftly ob-

ferved this portion of Scripture refembles more a

hiftory of what is pail, than a prophecy of what was
to happen at the diflance of ages.

He hath bom our griefs, and carried our forrows,
that refult from the afflictions and fufferings which
are the juft confequences of tranfgreffion ; and,

being exprefied in the plural number, intimate their

vaft variety and multiplicity, which feize upon fin-

ners in quick fucceffion. Sin, deviations from truth

and righteoufnefs, are by Divine conftitution clofeiy

connected with painful fenfations, though there may
be tome feeming exceptions to the general rule.

• The foul that finneth mall die * ;' * The wages of
4
fin is death +,' with ail its diflreffing prefages and

tragical effects. This law of wifdom and equity is

eftablifhed by the irreveiiible decree of the Al-

mighty, who loveth righteoufnefs and hateth iniquity.

The juibce of this appointment fully appears by con-

fidenng the infinite majefty of God, againft whom
fin is committed, the contempt thereby offered to

his authority, the perfect purity of his law, and the

diforder thereby introduced into the univerfe. Thofe
griefs and forrows, which are confequential on tranf-

greffion, are faid to be ours, inafmuch as by our cri-

minal conduct we have acquired a certain right to

them, and they have become our property and por-

tion.—Of this illuftrious perfon, the righteous Ser-

vant of Jehovah, it is affirmed, that he did bear and
carry

* Ezek. xviii. 20. f Rom. vi. %u
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carry them. He himfelf was perfectly innocent, and
free from all manner of iniquity, being the Holy One
of God, and fo not liable to any fort of diftrefs on his

own account. Notwithftanding, in tender compaf-

fion to his people, he condefcended to bear the mod
agonizing fufferings in his body, the bittereft anguifii

of foul, and the mod painful, ignominious death, that

they might be faved from thofe dreadful evils to

which they were expofed. By this unparalleled

difplay of love and grace, he effected their redemp-
tion, and obtained for them the remiffion of fins,

fanclifying grace, and eternal life. This important

doctrine, which is afferted by our prophet, and eftab-

lifhed throughout the fcriptures of the New Tene-
ment, is fummed up in thefe words by the apoftle

Paul :

4 He who knew no fin was made fin, i. e. a fin-
4 offering for us, that we might be made the righte-
1 oufnefs of God in him *.' The apoftle Matthew,
having recorded fome of the wonderful cures per-

formed by Jefus Chrift, introduces the words we
have been coniidering, as being thereby verified -f%

Though Ifaiah is here treating of the fufferings and
not of the actions of the Meffiah, yet in the view of

the infpired writer, this prediction received a partial

accompliih merit by the miraculous cures effected by
Jefus Ghrilt, which exhibited finking proofs of his

ability to remove all the deplorable miferies which
the fins of his people merited, and a certain prelude

of what he would farther do and fuffer for their

relief.

let we did ejleemhimftricken, &c. Inftead of ad-

miring the wonderful condeicenfion of Jefus Chrift,

in fuftaining our griefs and forrows, his enemies, de- \

luded by ignorance and falfe prejudices, confidered

his fufferings as the juft puniihment of his own
crimes, inflicted tjy the righteous God. Full of im-
placable enmity and rage, they fuppofed that the
Divine difpleaiure had gone forth again ft him on
account of his own peribnal tranfgreflions ; and

therefore,

* 2 Cor. v. 21. f Mat. via. 17.



102 LECTURES on the Chap. LIIL

therefore, fuch was their opprobrious language

:

4 God hath forfaken him ; let us perfecute arid take
1 him/ and execute upon him what they injuriouily

apprehended was thejuft judgment of the Almighty.

They looked upon him as an awful inftance of the

Divine vengeance, as one ftruck with the plague of

leprofy, with whom, according to the law of Mofes,

they ought not to maintain any intercourfe. When
his adverfaries favv him beaten by order of the chief

men among the Jews, fcourged, and condemned to

death by Pilate the Roman governor, they reckoned

that he was an impolior, a falfe prophet, a feditious

perfon, and a blafphemer. Beholding the bitter

anguifh of his grieved foul, they imputed his afflic-

tions to his own iniquities, and concluded that ven-

geance fuffered him not to live.—With this unjuft

eftimate of the character and fufferings of Jefus

Chrift, agree the unworthy fentiments whereby he
hath been mifreprefented and traduced by finners in

every age, who, on their own principles, ought to

love him that loved them. And as our prophet in-

cludes himfelf with thofe of whom he fpeaks, we
cannot heiitate to join ourfelves to the number of

thofe who have injured the Saviour, by wrong views

of the complicated diftrefles which he endured
for us.

5. But he was wounded for our tranfgref-

fions, he was bruifed for our iniquities : the

chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and
with his flripes we are healed.

The fubjedt introduced in the preceding verfe, is

illuftrated and confirmed in the words now read,

which confift of four articles, to be feparately confid-

ered in their order.

—

He was wounded for our tranf-

grejfions. The Hebrew word tranflated wounded,
iignifies run through with a fword, or fharp iron wea-
pon, and in this expreflion our prophet feems to refer

to
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to thofe painful wounds which Jefus Chrift received

about the time of his crucifixion. That tormenting
death being a punifhment unknown among the
Hebrews, there was no word in their language that

could better exprefs the agonizing death of the crofs,

to which our Redeemer fubmitted, than the one here

ufed. He was wounded when fcourged by order of

the Roman governor; and, as -the Pfalmift fpeaks, ' the
4 plowers plowed upon his back, and made long their
k furrows.' He was wounded when his hands and feet

were nailed to the accurfed tree, whereon he gave up
the ghoft. He was wounded by a foidier, who, with a
fpear, pierced his fide, from which there flowed blood
and water. Not only his body, but his fpifit was
wounded, when he was loaded with unjuft reproaches,

aflaulted with throng temptations, malicioufly charged
with the greater! crimes ; and, above all, when, under an
afflicting fenfe of the wrrath of the Almighty, he ex-

claimed, ' My God, my God, why halt thou forfaken
' me?'—And why was he thus wounded? Thereaibn
was not in himfelf, but in us; it was for our tranfgref-

iions, or, as the wrord denotes, for our prefumptuous
acls of haughty rebellion committed againit the blef-

ied God, our rightful fovereign. ±\! otwith(landing

he nouriihed and brought us up as children
:
we have

rebelled againit his fupreme authority. ' My people,
' faith he, are rifen up againft me, as againit an ene-
4 my*.' Thefe daring tranfgreflions of ours were the
caufe of Jefus Chrift being wounded. The prepofi-

tion rendered for, in the fenfe wherein it is often uied
in fcripture, plainly imports here, that on account of
our fins the Mefiiah was pierced. He was treated as

a malefactor, and fuffered not for his own, but for our
offences. 4 He died for our fins, according to the
' Scriptures f.'

He was brnifed for our iniquities.— This exprefiioa

feems to have an obvious reference to the labours,

afflictions, and forrowrs which our Saviour fuitained,

efpecially in the iaft fcenes of his life. The Hebrew
word

* Mic. ii. 8. f 1 Cor. xv. 3.
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word rendered bruifed, fignifies brayed, or broken,

and, in a figurative fenfe, wafted or confumed. It

emphatically defcribes the humble, broken, diftrefTed

forrowful ftate to which Jefus Chrift was reduced before

he expired on the crofs, delineated in ftrong colours

in fome of the facred odes that treat of this fubjecr,

and narrated with great fimplicity by the Evangelifts.

He was bruifed by the buifetings he received from thofe

who ftruck him on the head, and fixed him to the

crofs. Befides, his foul was overwhelmed with inex-

preflible grief; whilll the terrors of the Almighty came
round him as water, in the garden of Gethfemane and
on the crofs ; fo that he was in an agony, and com-
plained that he was exceeding forrowful even unto

death.—The true caufe of this anguifh is affigned by
our prophet

—

He was bruifed for oar iniquites, our

manifold deviations in heart and life, from the

path of God's commandments, our perverfe depar-

ture from him, and violations of his holy law, were

the procuring caufes of the grievous afflictions fuftain-

ed by the Meffiah. Words are deverfified, various

ideas are fuggefled, to reprefent in different ftriking

lights the nature of fin in general, whereby the mofl

egregious folly is difcovered, in fubftituting our own
inclinations and worldly enjoyments in place of the

will of God as our rule, and his glory as our end—and

to evince the complete efficacy of the fufrerings of

Jefus Chrift to expiate the guilt of all kinds of tranf-

greflion.

The chaflifemejit of our peace was upon him. Had
the Meffiah iubmitted to fuch excruciating fufterings,

and to fuch an agonizing death as were foretold by
the prophets, not to make atonement for fin, but only

that, as a martyr, he might confirm his doctrine,

and leave an example of patience, refignation, and

other graces, where is the propriety of multiplying

terms, which muft induce impartial people to think

they were dtfigned for {till higher purpofes? In confe-

ouence of tranfgreffion, mankind are at variance with

the blefTed God, being enemies to him in our minds,

and
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and by wicked works, we deferred to be mod feverely

chafiifed before wre could expect to be re admitted
into his favour, and to participate of the fruits of his

loving kindnefs. Such is the aftonifhing grace of

Jefus Chrift, that he vouchiafed to bear the chadife-

ment that we deferved. The word, rendered chaf-

tifement, is derived from one that fignirles to learn,

and, in a fecondary fenfe, to correct, becaufe learn-

ing is feldom acquired without correction. That
chaftifement, which was necelTary to avert the wrath
of the Moll High, and to effect our reconciliation to

him whom we had offended, was laid upon Jefus

Chrift, who became our furety. He needed no
chaftifement on his own account, for he was perfectly

innocent, and always did the things that pleafed the

Father. Nor was it requiiite for his inftruction, for

he was fully prepared to do the whole will of God,
wherein he delighted ; and, as his righteous Servant,

he always acted prudently. Neither was he chaf-

tifed merely for an example to us, for fomewhat more
than a pattern is necelTary to the pardon of the

guilty; and more is to be learned from the punifliment

of one who never offended, than that iinners ought to

fuffer correction with patience. The Mefiiah was
afflicted, that, as our Peace, (as he is emphatically

denominated *) he might reconcile us to God by his

death.

And with his jlripes we are healed. The mifery

arifing from our apoftacy, and the mercy of our de-

liverance, are fo great, that a variety of expreflion is

necelTary to elucidate thefe interefting fubjects, and
to imprefs them deep upon the heart. Sin may be
confidered as an inveterate, mortal diftemper, which
muft be cured, that we may live to God, and enjoy

communion with him. It not only renders our bo-

dies fubject to diffolution and death, but hath fpread

its contagious influence throughout all the faculties

of our fouls, which have become feeble and de-

praved. It hath blinded our minds, hardened our

Vol. IV. O hearts,
* Eph. ii. 14.
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hearts, difordered our affections, and excited thofe

corrupt pafiions which deitroy fpiritual health and
vigour. We therefore greatly need to be healed.

—

The cure is here afcribed to the ftripcs endured by
Jefus Chrift. Prior to his crucifixion, he was
fcourged and beaten; he gave his back to the
fmiters, from whom he fuffered the moft ignominious,

cruel treatment. From the ftripes to which he fub-

mitted, ifhied that precious blood, which cleanfeth

from all fin, and proves an infallible remedy, that

removes all manner of fpiritual diftempers. The
blood which flowed from the Prince of Life, in confe-

quence of the ftrokes he received from his malicious

enemies, is the fovereign medicine that cures the

mod dangerous difeafes. When properly applied, it

not only cancels guilt contracted, and removes dread
of the Divine difpleafure, but it Hops the ravages

that fin hath made in the human conftitution ; it

heals the moft threatning diforders ; it difpels anxious

fears, and gradually reftores to perfect foundnefs and
ability for the fervice of God.—The believing con-
templation of the wounds, the bruifes, and ftripes,

endured for us by Jefus Chrilt, ought to combine,
with fympathetic forrow for the illuiirious fufferer,

humble gratitude and joy for his aftonifhing conde-
fcenlion, who fubmitted to afflictions and forrows,

that we might be pardoned and healed. Frequently
fix your thoughts on this interefting fubjedt, from
which you, who are labouring under fpiritual dif-

trefies, may obtain relief; and you who already are

relieved, be thankful for his rich grace, and wait on
him who will complete your cure, and perfecl; what
concerns you in due time *.

6. All

* See this fubjecT; beautifully illuftrated by Archbifhop Leighton
:

in his Commentary on i Pet. ii» 24.
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6. All we like flieep have gone aftray : we
have turned every one to his own way, and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us

all.

The folly and mifery of tranfgreffors, which were

the impuliive caufes of the Meiflah's fuffenngs, with

the wonderful expedient devifed by infinite Wifdoni

for our deliverance, is very fignificantly reprefented in

thefe words. Our extreme folly and danger is exhi-

bited by an inftructive ilmilitude. All we likejheep

have gone aftray. This hath been the conduct, not

of a few heedlefs mortals, but of all people in every

nation and in every age, whether Jews or Gentiles,

Greeks or barbarians, whether difeafed or healed by
the (tripes endured by Jefus Chrift However dif-

ferent in ether refpe&s, however much fome may
flatter themfelves with regard to the fafety of their

condition, yet all have wandered from God.—Sheep

that have left good pafture, and ftrayed from under

the (hepherd's care into the barren defart, prefent, in

the ftrongeft and molt affecting light, an emblem of

difappointment, indigence, and perplexity. Being

incapable of providing for their own fafety, of defend-

ing themfelves from thofe who would hurt or deftroy

them, deftitute of that inftinct: by which they might
find their way back to the fhepherd and his flock,

they convey a ftriking refemblance of finners who
have departed from God, or their utter inability, by
their own efforts, to regain the happinefs they have

loft, and to return to the Shepherd and Bifhop of

their fouls.

We have turned every one to his own way. Every
one hath a particular courfe of his own, wherein he
goes, and though pleafed that he does not tread the

fame path with thofe from whom he differs, he is

forgetful that he alfo hath gone aiide into his own
way. Some have turned into the way of diihonour-

ing
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ing the great God, by neglecting his worfhip, or by
carelefsly performing it, fo that whilft they honour
him with their mouths, their hearts go out after their

covetoufnefs. Others have turned into the way of

profaning the name ofGod, and fpeaking irreverently

of his infinite Majefty, of his perfections, word, and
providence. Some have got into the way of con-

temning the Sabbaths of the Lord, and appropriating

them to indolence, to unprofitable amufements, or

worldly bufinefs. Others, difregarding the love of

their neighbour, and the faithful performance of re-

lative duties, incumbent upon them in their feveral

capacities and ftations, indulge criminal paffions, and
are addicted to cruelty and revenge, to lewdnefs and
debauchery, to calumny and flander, to fraud and
difhonefty, to falfehood and defamation, to diicontent,

and covetoufnefs Into all, and efpecially into one or

other of thefe pernicious ways, every one hath turned

and gone aftray from God. Inconsequence whereof,

all are obnoxious, to have executed upon them the

awful fentence denounced againft tranfgreflion in the

Divine law, which hath fixed an infeparable con-

nexion between fin and death. Juflice might have
feized on the finner, and inflicted the threatened

punifhment. But, eternal thanks to Jehovah,

"The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Thefe words defcribe the admirable expedient which
the Lord God hath been pleafed to adopt, that he
might remove from us the guilt contracted by our
v/anderings, and bring us back into the path of life.

The Hebrew word, tranflated iniquity, is uied in

fcnpture to exprefs, not only our perverfe deviations

from the way of God's commandments, but alfo the
punifhment thereby incurred. * My iniquity, (faid
• Cain *,) or the punifhment which 1 have thereby
' deierved, is greater than 1 can bear.' Our iniquities,

with the penalties annexed to them, Jehovah, the
righteous Lord and fupreme Governor of the uni-
verf'e, hath laid upon the Meffiab, or, as the word

intimates,
* Gen. iv. 13.
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intimates, he caufed them to fall or to meet upon

him. The fins of all whom he faves, in every nation

and age, met on him, even as the brooks and rivers

from all quarters run into the fea. For them he

made his foul an offering, and bare them on his own
body on the tree. In forming fentiments on this

fubject, afliftance may be derived from attentive

confideration of the rites that were obferved, by
Divine appointment, under the former diipenfation ;

and particularly from the inftitution recorded, Lev. xvi.

21. to which poflibly the words before us may refer.

As the high pried of the Ifraelites, having offered one

kid of the goats for a fin offering, was commanded
to lay his hands upon the head of the other, and to

confefs over him all the iniquities of the children of

Ifrael, putting them upon the head of the goat, that

was to bear upon him all their iniquities into a land

not inhabited, &c.—In like manner, Jehovah laid

upon the Meffiah all our iniquities, and exacted of

him the punifhment they deierved; though not pre-

cifely in every circumftance, yet he furfered what was

effentially the fame we deferved, and what was fuffici-

ent to vindicate the honour of the Divine perfections

and government. This immenfe load, which he alone

was able to bear, he voluntarily and readily fub-

mitted to endure, that he might lave his people from

their fins. In this wonderful transaction, the un-

fearchable wifdom, the confummate righteoufnefs,

and infinite love of God, are illultriouily diiplayed,

whilfl the admirable grace and condefcenfion of our

Saviour are exhibited in the moft amiable light, and
a key is given us 10 open the import of many things

that are written concerning Jefus of Nazareth.

7. He was opprefTed, and he wras afflicted,

yet he opened not his mouth : he is brought
as a lamb to the Slaughter, and as a llieep be-

fore her fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not
his mouth.

In
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In confequence of Jehovah having laid all our ini-

quities upon the Mefliab, and demanding of him the

immenfe debt contracted by our tranfgreflions, he
was greatly deprelfed, and crufhed to death. We
learn from the hiftory of the Ads of the Apoftles *,

that this was the place of Scripture which the man
of Ethiopia, who had the charge of all Queen Can-
dace's treafures, was reading in his chariot, at

which Philip the Evangelift began, and preached
unto him Jefus Chrift. The paffage before us is

there cited with fome fmall variations. It exhibits

the companionate Saviour as greatly opprefTed and
fore afflicted, when bearing the dreadful weight of our

fins, and the awful punifhment they deferved. Hear
him breathing out language expreflive of the heavieft

diftrefs andbittereftanguilh: *Now is my foul troubled,
• and what fhall 1 fay— Father, fave me from this

* hour, but for this caufe came 1 unto this hour f '
• O

' my Father, if it be poflible let this cup pafs from
' me ; neverthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt J'—He was afflicted of God, who fpared him not, but
delivered him up to the death for us all—He was af-

flicted by Satan, who aflaulted him with many ftrong

temptations. He was afflicted by Jews and Gentiles,

by the Jewifh fanhedrim and the Roman Governor,

by chief priefts, elders and rulers ; yea, by the

rabble, who infulted and abufed him—He was af-

flicted by his difciples, who forfook him and iled, one

of them betraying him into the hands of his enemies,

and another repeatedly denying connection with

him—He was afflicted not only by the wounds and
bruifes he received on his body, but by the unjuft

malicious charges that were brought againit him,* of

fedition, blaiphemy, and other crimes—He was af-

flicted in his foul, by awful appreheniions of the

miferies of mankind, the malignity of fin, and the

wrath of the Almighty.
Tet he opened not his mouth, &c. Even when

falie accuiations were laid againit him, which he could

eafily

* Chap. viii. 32, 33. f John xii. 27. % Mat. xxvi. 39.
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eafily have refuted; to the aftonifhment of his judges,

he anfwered never a word.—He opened not his

mouth, to arraign the righteoufnefs of God's provi-

dence in his complicated diftrefTes, or to complain of

the grievous weight of the afflictions to which he
was deftined— He opened not his mouth in his

own vindication, which might have been deemed
inconfiftent with willingnefs to fuffer, or in com-
plaints of the cruel treatment of his enemies, or

in fevere animadverfions upon the conduct of

thofe for whofe iins he was afflicted.— This remark
is illuftrated by two fimilitudes, which ftrongly repre-

fent the perfect innocence, meeknefs, and patience of

Jefus Chrift, under the accumulated injuries he re-

ceived,— 1/?, He is brought as a lamb to the (laugh-

ter. As the Lamb, which in its nature is gentle and
tractable, makes no refiitance, but is conducted with

the utmoft eafe to the place where it is to be (lain, fo

Jefus Chrift was led to the place of his crucifixion,

without (hewing the leaft reluctance, or making the

fmalleft oppofition. He went forth to fufferings and
death with calmnefs, refolution, and alacrity.— idly,

A (heep before her (hearers is dumb, and complains

not while it is (tript of its fleece of wool; fo Jefus

Chrift was (ilent when deprived of his reputation, of

his raiment, of his reft, and other bleffings enjoyed

by mankind. Though none of the fons of men did

ever fo little deferve fuch cruel ufage, though never

one could have faid fo much in his own defence, or

could have executed fuch awful judgments on
his enemies; yet he held his peace, and maintained

profound (ilence under all the ill treatment to which
for us he fubmitted.— What aftoniihing meeknefs,

what invincible patience, did the companionate Re-
deemer manifeft under the moft afflictive undeferved

fufTerings! Let us then endeavour, in dependence
on his gracious aid, to tranfcribe into our conduct the

amiable pattern he hath given us, by calmly and
fubmiffively bearing all the calamities that befal us,

confident that if we do well and fuffer, if we take it

patiently, this is acceptable to God.

8. He
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8. He was taken from prifon and from
judgment: and who fhall declare his genera-

tion? for he was cut off out of the land of the

living : for the tranfgreffion of my people was

he uricken.

Having foretold the complicated fufferings of the

IVlelTiah, and pointed out the true caufes from

whence they proceeded, Ifaiah goes on to foretel the

glorious effects with which they were to be accom-
panied. The firft thing he mentions is the Redeem-
er's liberation from affliction, forrow, and death.

—

He was taken from prifon and from judgment. The
word here ufed, in the original language fignifies to

exchange a mean,diilrelTed ftate, for a glorious, happy
condition, and in this fenfe is applied to denote the

tranilation of Enoch and Elijah, and the refurrection

of the juft unto eternal life.—A word of fimilar im-

port is employed by the writers of the New Tefta-

ment, to exprefs the reception of Jefus Chrift into

the prefence of Jehovah. * He was received up into
* heaven/ fays Mark*.' 4 He was received up into glory,'

faith the apoltle Paulf . The prifon and judgment from
which he was taken may denote the ftate of confine-

ment and oppreffion wherein he had been detained,

as the judicial punifhment incurred by thofe for

whom he was pleaied to fuffer. From this ftate of

deep humiliation, calamity and grief, he was taken,

at his refurrec~lion from the dead, when he was freed

from the judgment, the condemnation and death, to

which he was coniigned by the iniquitous fentence

of an unrighteous tribunal. The infpired writer of

the Ads of the Apoftles, quoting this verfe, varies

the expreffion, faying, that his judgment was taken

away J. The meaning of both expreffions is the fame.

When he was taken from the prifon of the grave,

and delivered from the power of death, to which he

yielded for a time, his judgment, the condemnatory
fentence

* Mark xvi. 19. f 1 Tim. iii. 16. t Chap. Tin. 33.
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fentence executed upon him was removed, and he

was fet at liberty.

And whofiall declare his generation Various ex-

pofitions have been given of thefe words, the precife

meaning of which it is not eafy to afcertain. The
Hebrew word, traniLted generation, iignifies age,

the time that one paffes in this world, the courfe or

manner of his life, borne have fuppofed that our

pr phet intimates, that there were to be none to bear

witnefs to the character and perfect innocence of

Jefus Chrift, which forms a remarkable inftance of

hardfhip and injuftice underwent by our Saviour.

Others have been of opinion, that the enquiry im-

ports, Who can exprefs the atrocious wickednefs of

the age, or generation, of men amongwhom he lived, by
whom he was cruelly tortured and ilain. Some have

imagined, that the queftion relates to the immenfe
numbers of the generation of thofe who were to be-

come the difcipks of the Lord Jefus, in coniequence

of his fufferings, death, and refurrection from the

dead. Others have thus interpreted the words,

Who can explain the manner of the generation of

the only begotten Son of God, or of the extraordinary

nativity of his human nature ? or who can unfold his

eternal duration as Mediator? I coniiderthe import

of this challenge to be to the following effect : liaiah

having foretold, by the fpirit of prophecy, lbme im-

portant circumftances relative to the profound humi-
liation and bitter fufferings of the Meffiah, and ipeci-

fied the caufes to which they are to be attributed,

bids defiance to the whole human race fully to explain

the fublime nature and glorious effects of that Divine

life, to the poffeffion of which he was to be exalted

in confequence of his obedience unto death. Who
among the fons of men can exhibit the felicity and
joy of that condition to which he {hall be elevated, as

the reward of his voluntary abafement and manilold

afflictions ! From this view of the words, tiiofe

who are conformed to Jefus Chrift in fufferings, in

meeknefs, patience, and other graces, are encouraged
Vol. iV. P to
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to expect feafonable deliverance from their troubles,

and to look forward with hope and joy to their en-

trance on immortal life and glory.

For he was cut offout of the land of the living. The
reafon of the Redeemer's advancement to the higheft

glory and dignity is here affigned. He was removed

from among the living inhabitants of this earth, not

by tranilation, as were Enoch and Elijah, nor by
that kind of death which commonly puts a period to

men's exiftence in this prefent ftate, to which all na-

turally tend, in confequence of tranfgreffion. Per-

fectly free from fin and the principles of corruption,

which terminate in diffolution, death could not have

put an end to his life in the fame manner that he

extinguishes the forfeited lives of the children of

men. When, therefore, he bare the punifhment of

our fins, he was cut offby a violent death from among
the living inhabitants of the world, as foretold by
the prophet Daniel *, and in the prediction under

confideration. To confirm and illuftrate this inte-

resting fubject, inculcated by a great variety of ex-

preffion, there is added the character of thofe for

whom the Meffiah was crucified and flain.

—

For the

tranfgreffion of my people was he fmitten. All the

people that dwell on the face of the earth belong

unto the Lord, who is their creator, preferver, and

rightful proprietor. Some are in a peculiar fenfe

called his people, his chofen, called and faithful, who
in his purpofe, and by his providence and grace, he

hath appropriated to himfelf, and diflinguifhed by
the molt important privileges. Them he fore knew
and gave to Jefus Chrift, that he might redeem them;

he predeftinated them to be conformed to the image

of his Son ; they are made temples for the Holy
Ghoit, veflels of mercy prepared afore unto glory.

Though Jefus Chrift gave himfelf a ranfom for all,

and all receive manifold mercies from his mediation,

the people God hath chofen of his good pleafure, for

whom the Meffiah was fmitten, in a fpecial manner
participate

* Chap. ix. 26.
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participate of the choked benefits refulting from his

fufferings and' death. Whilft all reap prefent ad-

vantages from his interpofition, the people of God
are faved through him with an eternal falvation.

—

Truth hath a juft claim to credit, and faith is the

tribute due to truth. If you believe the witnefs of

men, the teflimony of God is greater, and ought to

be received with all readinefs of mind. Receive then

the important truth we have been illuflrating, in the

faith and love of it, that it may profit your fouls.

9. And he made his grave with the wicked,

and with the rich in his death, becaufe he

had done no violence, neither was any deceit

in his mouth.

Having been cut off from the land of the living,

for the purpofes already fpeciried, the crucified body
of Jefus Chrift would have been call, according to

cuftom, with the carcafes of his fellow fufferers, into

a pit on mount Golgotha, had not infinite Wifdom
prevented. As the Meffiah was entered in the

regifter of the living under Augullus, fo he was re-

giftered in the lift of the dead, after particular en-

quiry into the certainty of his death, under the lieu-

tenant of his fucceifor Tiberius. Such was the

aftonifhing grace of our Redeemer, that he went
down into the lower parts of the earth, and remained

for fome time in the dark manfion of the grave. Not-
withftanding a remarkable difference was made be-

tween him and the malefactors who fuffered with

him, as a feal of his innocence, and a pledge of his

approaching glory, he did make his grave with the

wicked, many of whofe corpfes were buried in the

vicinity of the fepulchre wherein his body vvas laid.

His interment affords certain evidence that he really

died, and confequently that he triumphed over death

in his own dominions, where he fet up trophies -of

his victory.

—

And with the rich in his death, or in his

tomb,
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tomb, as the learned Dr Lowth tranflates the word.
This improbable event was effected under the direction

of Divine Providence, by means of Jofeph of Ari-
rnathea, who was not only a juft, good, and benevo-
lent man, but a rich citizen, who filled an honour-
able ftation in the fanhedrim, or counfel of Jerusa-
lem. This opulent man went in boldly to Pilate,

and defired the crucified body of the Lord Jefus.

Having obtained leave, he took it down from the
crofs, and with the afliftance of Nicodemus, a ruler

of the Jews, conducted the funeral. Thefe two rich,

refpectable perfons, fliared the labour and expence
betwixt them ofthe burial. Jofeph brought fine linen,

wherein the body of Jefus Chrilt, after having been
warned, was wrapped, with about a hundred pound
weight of myrrh, aloes, and coftly fpices brought by
Nicodemus, after which it was laid in a new fepulchre
hewn out of a rock. Thus was the fcripture before us

fulfilled, and our Saviour, who was born, and lived,

and died in poverty, was with the rich in his tomb.
From thefe circumftances, relative to the inter-

ment of our Lord's body, his difciples may derive
ftrong confolation in the profpect of death and the
grave.—The reafon is fubjoined of this peculiar care
of Divine Providence over the body of Jefus Chrift,

Becaufe he had done no violence, &c. The words for-

cibly exprefs the immaculate purity of our Redeemer
in heart, converfati- n, and conduct. No temptation
ever feduced him from the paths of holinefs and recti-

tude, to commit one violent action, or to utter one
deceitful word. He never injured any one, either

by what he did or faid. INo falfehood ever entered
into his doctrine, nor did he at any time beguile or
lead aftray one individual. In his private conduct,
and in his public capacity, he was truly upright, and
perfectly free from every fpecies of fraud and inju-

rious conduct. The apoftles unite their teftimony on
this fubject. Peter thus paraph rales the words under
coniideration : « He did no fin, neither was guile

found
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« found in his mouth * ' J)hn declares. * that in
1 him is no fin f.' And the writer of the epiftle to

the Hebrews affirms, that ' he was holy, harmlefs,

« and undefiled J.' In this refped, as in all others,

he is infinitely fuperior to the whole human race, not

only in their natural but in their renovated ftate.

Did even thofe who have fellowfhip with the Father

and the Son fay we have no iin, we deceive our-

felves, and the truth is not in us ; whereas the Holy

One of God is perfectly free from all manner of im-

purity He was indeed unjutlly accufed, before the

Roman governor, of fedition and treafon, and con-

demned to fuffer the death of the crofs. To (hew

the iniquity of that charge and of that fentence, it

is here aliened, that he did no violence, nor ever de-

prived any one of his juft right. He was impeach*

ed and condemned by the Jewifh fanhedrim, of be-

in^ a falfe prop et, an impoftor, and blafphemer. To
evince the falfity of that accufation and decifion, it

is affirmed that there was no deceit in his mouth.

—

Diligently confider the complete pattern our Lord

and Mafter hath exhibited, and employ your utmoft

efforts to have it tranfcribed into your hearts and

lives.

10. If Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife

lrm, he hath pat him to grief: when thou

{halt make his foul an offering for fin, he

fhall fee bis feed, he {hall prolong bis days, and
the pieafure of the Lord fhall profper in his

hand.

The fufFerings of Mefliah, God's righteous Servant,

are here attributed to the good pieafure of Jehovah;
to his Divine agency are afcribed the triumphs of

the Redeemer's refurreclion, and the profperity of

his kingdom.

—

It pleafed the Lord to bruife him, &-c.

God, who doth not willingly afflict and grieve the

children

* 1 Ep. ii. 22. f 1 Ep. Hi. 5, % Chap. vii. 26.
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children of men, would not have configned >his be-
loved Son to fuftain affliction and forrow, had they
not been intended to accomplish the moil glorious

purpofes. Infinite love, mercy, grace, righteouf-

nefs, and holinefs, with other divine excellencies,

were thereby to be illuftrioufly difplayed, and the

redemption of tranfgreflbrs to be obtained. When
therefore, the fufferings of Jefus Chrift are contem-
plated in the particular view wherein they are ex-

hibited in this verfe, as proceeding from the good
pleafure of Jehovah, they muft be conlidered in clofe

connection with the grand defigns which were
thereby to be effected. The ipiritual pofterity of

lfrael, whom he had chofen for his peculiar treafure,

were to be refcued from deftruction, and reftored to

his enjoyment ; and for attaining this end he was
graciouily pleafed to deftine his elect, in whom his

foul delighteth, to endure thofe fufferings that were
neceffary to their reftoration and felicity. In his

decree, he adjufted all the circumftances relative

to his humiliation, fufferings, and death, for all the

grievous things, inflicted upon him by Jews and
Gentiles, were according to the determinate counfel

and foreknowledge of God*. And to his peculiar

agency, who always doth according to his pleafure,

who fpared him not, who afflicted him, who hid his

face from him, are to be attributed the fevereft an-

guifh and grief that our Saviour fuftained.

—

When
thou Jhalt make his foul an offeringfor Jin. The foul,

which is the principal part whereof man is com-
pofed, is mentioned to denote the whole human
nature of Jefus Chrift. Not only the body pre-

pared for him, but his foul, or fpirit, alfp conftituted the

offering, oblation, or atonement he made for fin. The
offerings prefented to God under the former dif-

penfation, could not take away fin, by any virtue

or efficacy which they poffeffed, but ferved chiefly

to typify, in different views, the one perfect facri.

fice of the Meffiah, which is afgribed to Jehovah
in

• Ac"h ii. 23. and chap. Iv. 27, 28.
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in thefe words, thou Jlmlt make. The Lord God
provided this great atonement; he laid thereon the

iniquity of us all, he delivered his own Son unto

death, that he might expiate our guilt ; * and bear
4 the punifhment due to our tranfgreflions, and this

* offering was a facrifice to God of a fweet fmelling
' favour*.' I befeech you therefore, brethren, by the

mercies of God and the merits of this offering of

Jefus Chrift, that ye prefent your bodies a living

facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your

reafonable fervice j\

He Jhall fee his feed, &-C. If you inquire what
benefit, what fruit or compenfation fhali the illuf-

trious, innocent, patient, benevolent fufferer, receive

for the grievous afflictions he fuftained in foul

and body for the fins of God's people ? The joyful

confequences to refult from the offering ofJefus Chrift,

and the giving his life a ranfom for many, are flated

in the words now to be confidered. His fpiritual

progeny, the children of his grace, who derive from
him their fpiritual life and exiftence, are doubtlefs

intended by this expreffion. For them he obtained

life by his death, to them he reveals it in the gofpel,

and to them he conveys it by his word and Spirit. To
him they bear a finking refemblance, they partici-

pate of his Spirit, they receive grace correfponding to

grace in him, they walk as he alio walked, and are

imitators of him as his dear children. They are the

objects of his complacential love and paternal care,

they are elevated to the dignity of princes, confti-

tuted heirs of his everlafting kingdom, and aim in all

things to honour and obey their heavenly Father.

—

This numerous fpiritual progeny, Jefus Chriit mall

behold with exquifite pleafure. Death fuffered not

the father of the faithful to fee his pollerity multi-

plied, whereas the Mefliah, though he was cut off

from the land of the living, fhall contemplate his pof-

terity perpetuated, and increafed in every age of the

wcrld. He fhall fee them in number as the prafs of

the

* Eph. v. 2. f Rom. xii. I.



120 LECTURES on the Chap. LIIL

the earth, and as the drops of dew that fall upon the
ground, growing up in every country, and in every
age. while the fun and moon endure
He Jhall prolong his days, &c. Notwithftanding

his days were cut off in the midlt, he thall enjoy a

glorious immortal life. Having burft afunder the

bands of death, and triumphed over the grave, he
ihall be elevated to the higheft dignity, and the moft

confummate felicity. He lhall live for evermore to

make interceffion for tranfgreflors, to manage the'

concerns of his Church, and to confer upon them every
needful bleffing. He dieth no more ; death hath
no more dominion over him, of whom it was faid

by the angel, « The Lord God (hall give unto him
• the throne of his father David, and he (hall reign
* over the houfe of Jacob for ever; of his kingdom
4 there fhall be no end*.'—^zzd the pleafure of the

Lord Jhall pro/per in his hand. The converiion and
falvation of iinners of mankind, is reprefented in

fcripture as highly acceptable and well plealing

unto Jehovah. Hid not their redemption and return

to him been precious in his fignt, and the object of

his delight, he would not have fent his well-beioved

Son into this world, and delivered him up to the death

for us all—-he would not have commanded and en-

couraged them to come to this companionate Sayipur,

nor expoftulated with them refpe&ing their foily m
rejecting his falvation. The reiteration of tranf-

greffors to the favour, the refemblance, and enjoy-

ment of their Maker, is the pleafure or the Lord, the

bleffed work wherein he takes exquifite delight and
joy, whereby he accomplices his promifes, and dif-

plays the exceeding riches of his grace. He to whom
belongs counfel and found wifdom, and an arm that

is full of power, hath taken this whole buiinefs into

his own hand, and he will certainly manage it to the

belt advantage, and with the greateft fuccefs. com-
fortable thought ! In his gracious hand the interdls

of men's falvation are not only periedly late, but

fhall

* Luke i. 32.
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fhall afluredly thrive and profper.—Let us frequently

and earneftly pray, that Jefus Chrift may behold

plants of righteoufnefs groVing up in our families,

that he may fee a perpetual fucceflion of his fpiritual

children on this earth, and that the Lord God may
enjoy the benevolent pleafure that ariles from the

profperity of his Church.

11. He fhall fee of the travel of his foul,

and ihall be fatisfied : by his knowledge fhall

my righteous fervant juftify many : for he
ihall bear their iniquities.

The blefTed fruits which, in confequence of his

paflion, were to be enjoyed by the Mefliah and the

Church, are graphically defcribed in this and the fol-

lowing verfe. With refpect to the Mefliah

—

Hejhall

fee ofthe travel of his foul, &c. He fhall behold, with

exquilite pleafure, the happy effects refulting to innu-

merable multitudes from the agonizing fufferings he
fuilained, not only in his body, but efpecially in his

foul, when it was made an offering for fin. The ex-

preflion may particularly refer to the bitter anguifii

of mind which he felt, when he was grievoufly op-

preffed with perplexity and grief, in the awful feafon

wherein his foul was exceeding forrowful even unto
death. He fhall alfo contemplate, with triumph and
joy, in his exaltation to the higheft dignity, authority,

and felicity, in the prefence and at the right hand of

God, the glorious fruits which were to accrue to him-
felf from the painful diflrefs to which he fubmitted.—And Jliall be fatisfied, in reviewing with com-
placency what he hath done and fufFered for the

honour of Jehovah, and the redemption of his

Church, in poffefling an immenfe plenitude of blef-

fmgs, and in the complete enjoyment of the moil per-

fect happinefs in God. He ihall be infinitely de-

lighted with the glory, wherewith he is inverted in

Heaven, the glory of his perfon and providence, of

his righteoufnefs and grace, of his triumphs over fin

Vol. IV. Q^ and



122 LECTURES on the Chap, LllL

and Satan, over death and the powers of darknefs.
How highly is he gratified by the fuccefs of his gof-
pel ; by the increafe, extent, and perpetuity of his

kingdom ; by the gift of the Holy Spirit for the con-
verfion of his fpiritual children, and the prefervation
of their Divine life ; and by the operations of his pro-
vidence, whereby he provides for their defence and
fafety.—But this is a fubject far furpaffing defcrip-

tion.

Are you, my friends, pleafed to be informed of the
reft, felicity, and joy, which, in confequence of his

labours of love, Jefus Chrift is now enjoying ? know
then, that you may add to his fatisfadtion, not by pre-

fenting to him coftly oblations, but by a cordial,

thankful acceptance of the fruits of his painful fuf-

ferings, and a cheerful fubjeclion to his equitable ad-
rniniftration. This tribute of gratitude and duty he
demands as an acknowledgement for the labours and
diftrefles he underwent for you.
By bis knowledge Jhall my righteous fervant, &c.

Our prophet, having clearly pointed out the obedience,
the paffion and death of the Meffiah, as the true

caufe and fole ground of juftification in the fight of
God, declares, in the words now read, that the right

knowledge of thefe things is the mean whereby this

precious benefit is obtained. This knowledge, of
which God's righteous Servant is the author and the
object, confifts in a heartfelt conviction that wedeferve
condemnation and wrath, in a firm perfuafion that

the mediation of Jefus Chrift is the only true caufe of

juftification, in appropriating to ourfelves the benefits

refulting from his fuffe rings, and in humble fubmiflion

to him as our Saviour and Lord, accompanied with
the unreferyed dedication of all our powers and
talents to his fervice and obedience. The prediction

before us is perfectly confiftent with thofe fcriptures,

which explicitly afleit that we are juftified by faith

in Jefus Chrift *; for genuine faith, and the know-
ledge here fpoken of, are intimately and infeparably

connected :

• Rom. iii. 26. Chap. y. I. Gal. 2. 16.
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connected -

T and having the fame properties and ef-

fects, no material difference is made in the fenfe of
the expreffion, whether the one or the other be men-
tioned. By this knowledge, we become acquainted

with the perfonal excellencies of Jefus Chriit, with

his perfect obedience, and the offering he prefented.

to God for us. We learn, that he is infinitely worthy
to be loved and confided in, for pardon, acceptance,

and eternal falvation, whilfl we are under the ftrongeft

obligations to live to him who died for us.—There is

a peculiar propriety in the defignation given to him
by whole knowledge we are juftified, inafmuch as he
is not only the Holy and the Juft One, Jefus Chrid the

righteous, but becaufehe hath righteoufnefsto confer

upon others : his name is the Lord our Righteoufnefs,

by whofe obedience many {hall be made righteous *.

Of this illuflrious perfon it is foretold, He foalljujlify

many. Properly fpeaking, it is God who juftifies,

who abfolves from guilt, admits into his favour, and
beftows a right to all the blefiings connected with this

privilege. The foundation of this benefit, however,

being laid in the everlafting righteoufnefs, or the

Righteoufnefs of Ages, brought in by the Median,
this prerogative is attributed to him. Of this ineft-

imable privilege many (hall participate, even as

many as he gave his life a ranfom for, as the Lord

our God (hall call, and as (hall believe on him, whe-
ther Jews or Gentiles. In him all the nations of the

earth fhall be blefTed. The reafon is fubjoined

—

For he J,hall bear their iniquities, which, having been
laid upon him by Jehovah, he fhall endure the pu-

nilhment they deferved whom he is pleafed to judify.

This immenie load, which created drength could

not have fudained, which thruft down into the lowed
hell the angels that kept not their fird edate, and
that would have funk the human race into perdition,

this infupportable weight the Lord Jefus Chrid

vouchsafed to bear on his own perfon. In confe-

quence of this gracious interpofition, he acquits from

condemnation
* Rom. y. 19.
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condemnation the many who, knowing his wonder-

ful grace, have recourfe to him for mercy and deliver-

ance.—Would you participate of this precious bene-

fit of juftification, cry after knowledge, and lift up

your voice for underftanding : Endeavour to become
intimately acquainted with the amiable characters of

the Median, and the ineftimable blefiings he be-

llows, that, feeling your neceffities, and feeing his

all-fufficiency, you may refort to him for righteouf-

nefs and ftrength.

12. Therefore will I divide him a portion

with the great, and he fhall divide the fpoil

with the flrong : becaufe he hath poured ouc

his foul unto death : and he was numbred
with the tranfgreflbrs, and he bare the fin of
many, and made interceffion for the tranf-

greflbrs.

Thefe words contain a beautiful defcription of the

glorious reward to be conferred on the Meffiah, on
account of the profound abafement to which he fub-

mitted, and the perfect facrifice he prefented to God
in behalf of tranfgreffors.

—

therefore will I (faith

Jehovah) divide him a portion, &c. In thefe expref-

fions, there feems to be an allufion to the fignal ad-

vantages which refult to a mighty conqueror from the

victory he hath obtained over his enemies, in confe-

quence whereof he lays hold on their fpoils, as a re-

compence for the toils and dangers he hath expe-
rienced, and divides it with thofe who have fhared

with him in the fatigues and hardfhips of war. The
Meffiah, the captain of falvation, having completely
vanquiihed all his and our powerful adverfaries, fhall

enjoy many rich trophies of his glorious fuccefs

—

molt exteniive advantages fhall arife to him and his

followers from his illuurious triumphs. Or, as the
Hebrew words intimate, The Lord God fhall divide

him
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him many for his portion He will give him the hea-

then for his inheritance, and the utmoft ends of the

earth for his pofleflion. He will fet his hand in the

fea, and his right hand in the rivers; his empire fhall

be univerfal over all the earth. By the rod of his

ftrength he fliallrule in the midft of his enemies; and

as for his people, made willing in a day of his power,

they (hall exceed, in number, as well as beauty and

brilliancy, the fparkles of dew which the morning dif-

clofeth to the eye of the beholder,

He fhall divide the fpoil with the ftrong. Learned

men have differed widely in their fentiments ref-

peding the ftrong that are here mentioned, which

1 (hall not occupy your time in reciting. This ele-

gant expreffion plainly imports, that Jefus Chriit

fhall not appropriate tohimfelfall the benefit flow-

ing from his humiliation and obedience unto death,

but admit his faithful fervants to participate with

him ; fo that as he overcame and is fet down with

the Father on his throne, fo to them that overcome
will ne grant to fit with him on his throne *. It may
alfo fignify, that he (hall diftribute, with exultation

and joy, among his followers, the bleiTed fruits accru-

ing from his fufferings and facrifice, and viclory over

their enemies. The ftrong may denote the peculiar

people belon ing to Jefus Chrift, who are celebrated

among the nations for ftrength, valour, and fortitude;

thofe who, though weak in thernfelves, are ftrong in

the Lord and the power ©f his might, and who, in

the ftrength of the Lord God, vanquiih all the cppo-
lition railed againft them. It. may farther denote,

that the Lord Jefus Chnft (hall refcue many power-
ful nations from under the empire of Satan, that,

by his word, accompanied with his Spirit of might, he
fhall cait out the ftrong man that occupied their

hearts, deftroy his ftrong holds, deprive him of his

armour, and fpoil his goods ; and thus acquire new
triumphs over the powers of darknefs, and large

acceftions to the number of his fubje&s.—Such, my
brethren,

* Rcr. iii. 21.
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brethren, are the happy effecls of the redemption

and conqueft obtained by Mcfliah the Prince, which
fhall extend throughout all ages, and be for ever

celebrated by all the ranfomed of the Lord, in the

kingdom of their Father. May I indulge the plea-

iing hope, that fome who now hear me, (hall ihare

in the precious fpoils which our gracious Lord fhall

diflribute to his good foldiers, and that, in this prof-

peel, they will readily endure hardnefs, and be faith-

ful unto death.

Becaufe he hath poured out his foul unto death.

Four reafons are here afligned for the Mefliah's

triumph, the firft of which I have now read. The
metaphor is taken from the blood of the animals

that were offered in facrifice to God, under the Mo-
faic oeconomy, which, by Divine appointment, was

poured out upon the altar*. The expreflion ap-

plied to Jefus Chrifl, intimates the readinefs and
alacrity with which he laid down his life, and fhed

his blood, to be an atonement for fin, the intenfe-

nefs of his fufferings, and the agonies of death to

which he fubmitted when he gave himfelf for us.

—

And he was numbered with the tranfgreffors. He
was apprehended as a thief, by the multitudes who
went out with fwords and ftaves to take him. He
was condemned by the Jewifh fanhedrim for blaf-

phemy, and by the Roman governor for fedition, and
crucified between two thieves.

—

And he bare the Jin

of many, for whom he became a facrifice and an offer-

ing, a propitiation and a curfe, i. e. he was accounted

and treated as one accurfed, that he might take away
our fins, and that we might be blefTed in him.

All the fins of thofe who are faved in every age

met together on him, and even thofe who had few-

eft, had no fmall burden tocaft upon him.

—

Andinade
interceffion for tranfgreffors, that he might juflly have

configned to everlafting deftru&ion. He pleads

fuccefsfully with his eternal Father in behalf of

ihcfe who have violated his facred authority, and
who

* Deut. xli. 27.
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who are convinced of the law as tranfgreflbrs. The
EvangeM Luke hath trafmitted to us a valuable

fpecimen of what is here affirmed*. Whilfl: he was
infulted end tortured on the crofs by his enemies,

he uttered this companionate requeft: * Father, for-

' give them, for they know not what they do.' The
efficacy of this prayer was experienced by thoufands,

who, on the day of Pentecoft, were converted by
the miniftry of the apollle Peter. This interceffion

of Jefus Chrift, exemplified at confiderable length

in the 17th chapter of John, is conducted by him
for the moft benevolent purpofes, that tranfgrefTors

may obtain the remiffion of fins, that they may be

kept from evil, that their prayers may be anfwered,

their fervices accepted, and that the Comforter may
be fent to abide with them continually.—BlefTed

be the Lord God of Ifrael, who hath vifited and re-

deemed his people, and who hath performed the

mercy promifed unto the fathers. Let the praifes of

the Lord our God fill heaven and earth ; let them
occupy the hearts, the mouths, and the lives of all

in the churches of Jefus Chrift, who gave himielf

for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify

us unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good

works.

* Chap, xxiii. 34.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

HAVfNG defcribed, in the preceding part of

this difcourfe, the profound abaferbent and
complicated fufferings of the MeiTiah, with their

caufes, circumviances, and confequences refpecling

himfelf, Ifaiah proceeds in this chapter to delineate

more particularly the fruits and effects of his obedi-

ence and paflion, to his afflicted, depreffed Church,
that greatly needed to be comforted.—In the name
of the Lord God, he exhorts them to lay afide the

fadnefs and forrow wherein they had indulged for

long time, to be glad and rejoice, en account of the

vaft increafe of their numbers, and the large exten-

fion of their territories, ver. i—3.—He then points

out the foundation on which depend thefe and the

other advantages they enjoyed, namely, their inti-

mate relation to God, the invariable conftancy of his

favour, and his unchangeable affection for his people,

ver. 4— 8.—The fubject, is then amplified and illus-

trated, by the extraordinary fymbol of the covenant
into which God was pleafed to enter with his fervant

Noah, ver. 9, 10.—This is accompanied with predic-

tions and promifes, delivered in figurative language,

wherein, under various images, expieilive of beauty,

Itrength, and magnificence, the Church are affured

that they (hall be elevated to difiinguiffed honour
arfd dignity ; that they fhall be favoured with Divine
inilructicn, internal tranquillity, ar>d defence agamii
their enemies, who might endeavour to moleft and
diftrefs them, ver. 1 1. to the end ot the chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. LIV.

SING, O barren, thou that didft not bear
;

break forth into finding, and cry aloud,

thou that didtl not travail with child : for

more are the children of the defolate, than the

children of the married wife, faith the Lord.

The Church of God are here called upon to ex-

prefs their joy, in the ftrongeft manner, on account

of a happy change to be made in their condition.

—

>

For a confiderable time prior to the death of the

Mefliah, they had not brought forth fpirituai children

unto God, and, in refpecl: of the fmall number of the

faithful who believed the promifes made unto the

fathers, they are faid to have been barren. They
had not been honoured to produce a numerous fpi-

rituai pofterity to the Lord Jefus Chrift, nor had they

experience of the pain and labours, which afterward

they were acquainted with, when they travailed as

in birth, until he was formed in them, until they be-

came members of the houfehold of God, and heirs of

eternal life. In this forlorn ftate, they are invited to

teflify joy and gladnefs by every proper expreflion,

fuch as grateful fongs of praife and triumphant excla-

mations, celebrating the riches of that glorious grace

whereby multitudes were born to God.—What
pleafing emotions arife in the devout mind from con-

templating the agreeable alteration, fpecified as the

ground of their exultation and joy.

For more are the children of the defolate, &-c.

Thefe words are cited by the apoftle Paul *, to con-

firm his aifertion, that the mother of all Chriflians,

whether called from among Jews or Gentiles, is the

Jerufalem which is above, being far fuperior to the city

that bare that name in the land of Ifrael.-^-That they

Vol. IV. R all
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all belong to the city of the living God, the heavenly

Jerufalem, to which the believing Hebrews had ac-

tually come, and wherein they reiided, together

with Jefus Chrift, their companionate Saviour. The
Gentile Church, which had been early efpoufed to

the Lord God, in the days of Noah and his faithful

descendants, are reprefented, by the defignation

given them, as in a very forlorn condition. They
had long been forfaken and left in the itate of a defo-

late woman, who could not be expected to have

children, until fhe was brought unto the family and
houfe of her hufband. After that memorable pe-

riod expired here alluded to, the fpiritual children

born to God from among the Jewifh nation, which
for ages had been folemnly joined in covenant to

Jehovah, and whofe hufband he acknowledged that

he was indeed, were very few in comparifon of thole

who fprung up among the Gentiles. From them
the Church received a large acceffion, a very numer-
ous fpiritual progeny, far exceeding what had been
known under the former difpenfation,as we learn from

the hiftory of the Ads of the Apoftles. To the one
hundred and twenty difciples that were in Jerufalem,

by means of the apoftle Peter's two fermons there

were added at leaft about five, probably eight thou-

fand fouls, who were foon joined by multitudes both

of men and women. A great multitude of Jews and
Greeks believed, vail numbers were every where con-

verted and added to the Church. In this manner
was the prediction before us fulfilled, the confidera-

tion whereof ought to excite every Chriltian to grati-

tude, joy, and praife.

2. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let

them llretch forth the curtains of thine habi-

tations : fpare not, lengthen thy cords, and
ftrengthen thy {takes.

The
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The extraordinary increafe and enlargement of the

Church, which was every where to be fpread abroad

among the Gentiles, is exhibited under the beautiful,

well-known emblem of a tent, that requires to he

extended, in order to afford a cover to thofe who
may come into it for fhelter. There is a manifeft

allufion either to the heirs of promife, who anciently

fojourned in a ftrange country, dwelling in taber-

nacles, looking for a city that hath foundations,

whofe builder and maker is God *; or to the tents

erected in eaftern countries, for the accommodation
of the more opulent people, which are not deficient

of any convenience requiiite to the comfort of thofe

who occupy them. Thofe who live in tents plainly

fhew that they have not a fettled place of refidence,

but expect afterward to arrive at a more permanent
abode ; that, notwithftanding they poffefs different

apartments, they form but one community, which
are thereby cherifhed and protected from the injuries

that might befal them. On thefe, and other ac-

counts^ they afford an inftructive reprefentation of

the ftate of the Church in this prefent wrorld, who
are required to enlarge the place of their habitation.

Hitherto their limits had been circumfcribed to the

land of Canaan, but now, on account of the vaft ac-

ceffion of converts, their boundaries were to be

greatly enlarged, their curtains, the peculiar privi-

leges they enjoyed, were to be widely extended, and
the means whereby they became eftablifhed on the

Divine Omnipotence and faithfulnefs, were to be fo

extenfively diffufed, that no place or nation on the

face of the earth fhould be exempted from (haring

in the benefits belonging to the kingdom of God.

—

Spare not, &c. Withhold not faith and hope from the

promifes of Jehovah, which are fupported by his

power and veracity ; but, affured of their accom-
plishment, be not deficient either in the vigour or

continuance of your efforts, for giving full effect to

this encouraging exhortation ; take heed that ye be

not

* Heb. xi. 9.
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not moved by the temptations and oppofitions

whereby you may be afTailed.

3. For thou (halt break forth on the right

hand and on the left ; and thy feed fliall in-

herit the Gentiles, and make the defolate

cities to be inhabited.

The high importance of complying with the pre*

ceding direction is ftated, in ftrong terms, in the

words now to be confidered. The expreflion, which
feems to refer to the burfting of waters, with force

and impetuofity, from the place of their confine-

ment, fo as to fpread abroad upon all hands, is in-

tended to fignify the powerful, extenfive influence

of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, accompanied w ith the

efficacy of the Holy spirit, when it fhould be
preached to all nations for the obedience of faith.

—Or, as it is here exprefTed, When it Jhould break

forth on the right and left hand. The city Samaria
and her daughters dwelt on the left hand of Jerufa-

lem, from whence the gofpel was promulgated ; bo-

dom and her daughters were fituated on the right

hand*, in the Scripture ftyle, people are faid to be
the daughters or children of thofe whofe examples
they imitate, and whofe practices they adopt : they
who walk in the fleps of Abraham, are called the

children of Abraham ; they who follow the courfe of

this world, are denominated the children of this

world ; and they who are addicted to the feveral

kinds of wickednefs that prevailed in Samaria and
Sodom, are faid to be their daughters, who, according
to this prediction, were to be favoured with the glo-

rious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, by means of which
many were to be born of God—Or the right and left

hand, may fignify on all hands, toward every quar-

ter, north, fouth, eaft, and weft. In this view, the

prediction is of fimilar import with the promife that

God
* Ezek. xri. 46.
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God made to the patriarch Jacob, recorded Gen.

xxviii. 14. * And thy feed fhall be as the dull of
* the earth, and thou malt fpread abroad to the weft

' and to the eaft, to the north and to the fouth, and
• in thy feed mall the families of the earth be blef-

4 fed.'—The fubjedt is amplified in the words which

immediately follow.

And thy feedjhall inherit the Gentiles, &c. The
Lord God declares that he will grant the fpiritual

pofterity of his Church to poftefs thofe heathen

countries and cities, which had hitherto remained in

a forlorn uncultivated ftate, and had produced no

fruit acceptable unto God.—That, in confequence of

this happy change, they were to be occupied by-

great numbers of people, and their condition in all

refpects to be much improved. This important

event is the frequent topic of ancient prophecy, and

is repeatedly foretold by Ifaiah in the fubiequent

predictions contained in this book, and therefore I

ihall referve the further illuftration until the fubjcct

again occurs.

4. Fear not, for thou fhalt not be afliamed :

neither be thou confounded, for thou fhalt

not be put to fhame : for thou (halt forget the

ihame of thy )outh, and fhalt not remember
the reproach of thy widowhood any moie.

The people of God are difluaded, by feveral ftrong

arguments, from indulging in timidity and perplexity.

The fear and perturbation they are urged to avoid, is

of that kind which a foldier feels on having deferted

from the army, and a woman after having departed

from her hufband. it excites a variety of uneafy

fenfations, it renders averfe to appear in public, and

folicitous to efcape obfervation. The meaning,

then, of the exhortation given to the Church, in dif-

ferent forms, feems to be fhortly this : Decline not,

through
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through timidity or terror, to come into open view,

and to fubmit yourfelves to public infpection ; but

come forward, with fortitude and boldnefs, confident

of your intimate connection with the Lord God,

and allured that you mall experience the fruits

of his permanent affection.

—

For thou Jhalt not be

afhamed, &c nor have caufe to blufh on account

of difappointment, reproach, or guilt, or by rea-

fon of your hope and expectation being fruftrat-

ed ; for, being founded on the Rock of Ages, you

fhall never be expofed to merited derifion and con-

tempt.— For thou Jhaltforget the fimme of thy youth.

The difgrace tha: you incurred by unbelief in the

promifes of God, and the few converts thar were

made to the faith and obedience of that gracious

Lord, who had admitted you into covenant with him.

The expreffion may refer to the time they were de-

tained in bondage by the Egyptians, and to the pe-

riod which elapfed foon after the death of Joihua,

the fervant of the Lord, when they apoftatized into

idolatry, and almoft loft the appearance of the Church

of God *.

—

And [hall not remember the reproach of thy

"widowhood any more. The time of the Babyloniih

captivity, when God feemed to have withdrawn from

the Church his kind affection and tender care, when
they were deprived of the important bleffings they

had formerly enjoyed, and were expofed to fcorn,

infults, and injuries, is doubtleis the feafon here re-

ferred to. Hence they are introduced, in the book

of Lamentations f, prefenting to God this requeit

:

' Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us ; confi-

' der and behold our reproach. We are orphans and
4 fatherlefs, our mothers are as widows.' Ail this

fhame and reproach which they had borne, our pro-

phet fortels, fhall be forgotten, and the remembrance
of them (hall be io obliterated as not to give uneaii-

nefs ; on the contrary, the recollection of them fhall

heighten their gratitude to the God of mercy and
falvation.

* Jer. iii. 25. f Chap. v. I.
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falvation. The impreffions made by your former

miferies (hall be fo completely worn out by a fuccef-

iion of mercies, that your reproach (hall be remem-
bered no more.

5. For thy maker is thine hufband, (the

Lord of Hofts is his name;) and thy redeemer
the holy One of Ifrael, the God of the whole
earth fhall he be called.

The reafon is affigned why the Church, that

had remained for a time in a forlorn condition, and
feemed to have been rejected of God, mould not lofe

hope of attaining a comfortable ftate, and a numer-
ous fpiritual pofterity.

—

For thy Maker, &c. The
Lord God, who is the Creator of all things, who
made the heavens and the earth, who formed and
preferved the Church, with which he is intimately

connected, is thy friend and hufband. This expref-

lion ftrongly intimates the endearing relation, the

tender affection, and kind attention which the Moll
High difcovers, on all occaiions, for his peculiar

people. He is not only their Lord, their king, and
governor, but he is joined to them in the conjugal

relation, in confequence whereof there fubfilts be-

tween them a reciprocal interefr, which is maintain-

ed and claimed with pleafure by both fides. ' Our
* beloved is ours (fay they), and we are his ; we are
1 called by his name, he difcharges our debts, he
* confers on us unfearchable riches, and we yeild to
4 him the chearful fubjection he requires.' ' Ye are
v my people (faith he), and I will be your God : I

' will never forfake you, or call you off.'—From this

union, which commenced when he entered into

covenant with them, and they became the objects

of his diftinguifhing love and care, when he betroth-

ed them unto himfelf for ever in righteoufnefs, in

judgment, in loving kindnefs and in mercies*, there

fhall

* Hcfea ii. 19.
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ill all arife a numerous fpirltual progeny, who (hall

call him blefifed, and blefs themfelves in him by
whom they are called. The comfortable truth

which lies before us is frequently mentioned in dif-

ferent forms throughout the fcriptures of the New
Teftament. c He that hath the bride, is the bride-
1 groom/ faid John the Baptift*. Jefus Chrift replied

to thofe who alked why his diiciples faded not, * Can
• the children of the bride-chamber mourn as long as

• the bridegroom is with them f .' The apoftle Paul

exhorts hufbands to love their wives, as Chrift loved

the Church '£. And in the Revelation, the Church is

called the Bride, the Lamb's wife |j. Notwithstand-

ing the Almighty hath had a Church on earth in

every age of the world, yet, properly fpeaking, it was

in the fulnefs of time that he united himfeif to them
in the perfon of his Son, and conferred upon them
large meafures of his Spirit, the certain pledge of

his love.

The Hebrew words, in the firfl claufe of this verfe,

are in the plural number, and, literally tranflated, run

thus, * Thy Makers have thee in marriage.' Not-
withstanding the perfect unity of Jehovah, he is

fpoken of in this and in other pafTages of Scripture

in the plural, to intimate, that in the eternal God-
head there exift Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft; in

whofe name we were baptized, and in whofe name we
are every day bleffed before we depart from worfhip

in this place. At prefent, 1 only refer you to two re-

markable inftances of this fort : The one in Eccl. xii. J.

wherewe are directed ' to remember our Creator in the

* days of youth.' In the Hebrew, the name Creator is in

the plural; and fo, literally tranflated, fignifies remem-
ber thy Creators. The other is in Pfal. cxlix. 2.

where the invitation is given, ' Let Ifrael rejoice in

* him that made him, literally, in his Makers.' Accor-

ding to the will of the Father, by the agency of the

Son, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, man
was at hrft created in the image of God ; and having

loft

* John iii. 29. f Mat, ix. 15.

I Eph. v. 25. ||
Chsp. xii. 9.
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loft that refemblance, it is reftored by the fame
Makers, in whom we ought to be glad and rejoice.—The Lord of Ijojls is his name. All the celeftial

holts worihip and obey him, all the goodly holts of
nations he mailers and difpofes of according to his

ibvereigri pleafure. Under this magnificent title

he makes himfelf known, as related to his people,

by this designation he fortifies them againft defpond-
ing fears, in which they are apt to indulge, and en-
courages them to expect final victory over their ene-
mies.

—

The holy one of Ifrael, who is perfectly holy,

and purines his people, who, in return, fanclafy him
in their hearts and by their lires.

—

The God of the

whole earthpall he he called. Ke fhall actually ma -

nifeft himfelf to be the God of all the earth, and iri

this glorious character he fhall be univerfally acknow-
ledged. To this purpofe the apoftle Paul, when
fpeaking of juftirication by faith beirg the common
privilege of Chriftians, whither of the Jews or Gen-
tiles, afferts, that God in this matter hath equal re-

fpect to each. ' Re is the God, not of the Jews only,
* but alfoof the Gentiles *.'—Thefe fubiime defcrip-

tions are intended to convey comfort to his Church.
.Being their Maker, he will certainly preferve and
take care of them ; having admitted them into inti-

mate relation to himfelf, he will never abandon nor
reject them ; and being the Lord of Hofts, he never

wants power or inftruments to accomplifti their deli-

verance, to open the way for the fandification of his

name and of his people. Belides, being the God of
the whole earth, gives agreeable aflurance of their in-

creafe and felicity,

6. For the Lord hath called thee as a wo-
man forfaken and grieved m fpirit, and a wife

of youth, when thou waft refuted, faith thy

God.

Vol. IV. S The
* Rem* iii. 29.
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The proportion contained in the preceding verfe

is here illuftrated and confirmed, and the Church is

informed, that though in time pad their flate had re-

fembled that of a woman forfaken by her hufband,

they were to be admitted into a happier and more
profperous condition. Having dealt treacheroufly

with God, he had been provoked to deprive them of

delightful intercourfe with him, and to withhold

from them the agreeable pledges of his love, which,

had they been faithful in his covenant, they might
have enjoyed. On thefe and other accounts, they

were forrowful in fpirit, and bitterly complained

—

' Wherefore hideft thou thy face, and forgetteft our
' affliction and oppreffion, for our foul is bowed down
' to the dull*.' When in this forlorn fituation, God
was pleafed to bring them into more comfortable cir-

cumftances, to confer upon them the blelTed fruits

of his loving kindnefs, and to impart thole pre-

cious benefits whereby they were to be revived and
folaced. To give liability to this gracious afTurance,

thefe emphatical words are fubjoined, Saith thy

Gud
t
thy faithful friend, wrho never fails, on every

proper occafion, to exprefs his tender afFedtion for his

people, and to fhew them compaffion when in dedi-

tute circumftances. The veracity, the immutability,

and the omnipotence of Jehovah, with his other glo-

rious attributes, contribute to give certainty and
firmnefs to this declaration, which is therefore worthy
of undoubted credit.

7. For a fmall moment have I forfaken

thee, but with great mercies will I gather
thee.

An explicit declaration is given to the Church of
the contlant, perpetual care of God, and his never-
failing kindnefs for them. Notwithstanding they
have been looked upon as a city not forfaken, yet in

the
* Pfal. xliv. 24.
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the words before us, the Lord God acknowledges,

that for a fhort time he feemed to have deferted

them, by depriving them of the ineftimable privi-

leges they had formerly enjoyed Having withdrawn

the fenfible teftimonies of his prefence, the affiftance

and comforts with which they had been favoured, and

having permitted, for wife and gracious purpofes, their

enemies to harafs and diftrefs them, their troubles

were greatly increafed,and they were left to complain,
* How long wilt thou forget us, O Lord, for ever ?

1 how long wilt thou hide thy face from us * ?' The
Lord hath forfaken us, and our God hath forgotten

us. In fuch defolate circumftances, (when their ad-

verfaries are ready to fay, Let us perfecute and

take them, for there is none to deliver) God al-

lows his people to remain only for a fmall moment,
for a very fhort time compared with the long

period wherein he fhews them his tender mercies.

After afflictions have wrought falutary effects, con-

vinced of the malignity and danger of tranfgreffion,

and brought them to repentance, fo that they ac-

knowledge, with contrition, their fins are the caufes

of their miferies, and earneftly implore forgivenefs

and deliverance, the Lord God is gracioufly pleafed

to work for them falvation. The expreffion we have

been confidering, which on many occafions hath

been verified, might have a fpecial reference to two
remarkable feafons, wherein the molt High left his

people for a fhort fpace, in the fenfe here intended

;

namely, during the feventy years captivity at Baby-
lon, and the twenty-fix years of fevere calamity

which they fuflained from the Syrians. In thefe

periods, they were reduced to a forlorn ftate, like that

of a woman deferted by her hufband, and the hop^
of the fulfilment of the promifes made to the

Church, feemed to be.almoft cut off.

With great mercies will I gather thee, and bring

you from captivity and bondage in a flrange land,

and reftore you to a comfortable ftate after the dif-

trefTes

* Pfal. xiii. i.



i4o LECTURFS on the Chap LIV.

trefies you have fuftained, as a happy prelude and

image of a far more glorious and complete deliver-

ance from the tyranny and opprefiion of fin and

death, to be effected in the fulnefs of time. 1 will

collect you from your difperfions into one fheep-fold,

under one fhepherd ; and make you a happy people,

by admitting you into intimate communion with

your Redeemer, my righteous Servant, by granting

you the enjoyment of my favour and protection, and

the fruits of my loving kindnefs.— This I will do with

great mercies. Every bleffing that God beftows up-

on his Church, being unmerited, is properly denomi-

nated a mercy, and the benefits included in this pro-

mife being many and precious, they are fpoken of in

the plural number, to intimate their abundance, va-

riety, and fuitablenefs to relieve the neceffities of

thofe on whom they are conferred. They are alfo

faid to be great, to indicate their peculiar excel-

lence, the manner of their conveyance, and the

purpofes for which they are intended. Well may
the fervants of God bear with patience and fubmillion

the trials that now befal them, remembering their

fhort duration, and the ineftimable favours with

which they are fucceeded. Forgetting former, cala-

mities, it becomes them to ling of the mercies of

Jehovah, who relcued them from deiiruclion, and
brought them home to himfelf, after they had gone

aftray like loit (beep.

8. hi a little wrath I hid my face from thee,

for a moment ; but with everlafiing kindnefs

will I have mercy en thee, iaith the Lord thy

Redeemer.

The fhort continuance of the difpleafure of Jeho-
vah, is contralled with the endleis perpetuity of his

loving- kindnefs. Human paffions, and the eiTecls

with which they are accompanied, are afcribed, in a

figurative fenfe, to the blefied God. Fiom the ex-

preffion
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predion ufed in the firft part of this tferfcj none may-

imagine that the wrath of the Almighty is a trivial

matter, little to be regarded. After all the manifes-

tations which God hath given of his difpleafure

againft fin, we may adupt the words of Mofes :
* Who

4 knoweth the power of his anger? who layeth to

* heart the dreadfulnefs of his wrath, and its terrible

* effecis ?' Notwithstanding his wrath is laid to be

little, becaufe it was fmall in comparifm of what his

people deferved, and becaufe it was of fhort conti-

nuance. * He did not ftir up againil them all his

* wrath ; he did not always chide, nor keep his anger
* for ever, though he was provoked*

—

To hide his

face from them for a moment. He withheld from

them the agreeable proofs of his favourable regard,

and the light of his countenance, which they for-

merly enjoyed. He did not prefeive them from

troubles, nor afford them thofe reviving confolations,

which in time pail they had experienced. Of thefe

benefits they were deprived only for a very fhort

time ; their calamities, fufferings, and forrows, were
foon exchanged for a happy and profperous condition,

in conftquer.es of which they were to ling unto the

Lord, * For his anger endnreth but a moment : in
4 his favour is life ; weeping may endure for a night,
' but joy cometh in the morning *.

But with everlafling Lving kindnefs, &-c. So great

and extenftve is the clemency and kindnefs ut Cod,
that it fills the earth, and imparts the bleiTings of

providence even to the evil and unthankful. So ex-

cellent is his loving kindnefs, enjoyed by his peculiar

people, that it is efteemed better than life, the moit
precious temporal blefilng, It is not variable and
precarious, like the kindnefs of men, who are mu-
table and inconfiant, and fomet ; rrcs withdraw their

favour in the feafon wherein it is moil needed. The
loving- kindnefs of Jehovah is permanent, immutable,
the never-failing fource of all thofe fubftantial bene-
fits which felicitate and comfort his upright fervants,
and give them afiiirance of the perpetuity of his gra-

cious
* Pfal. xxx. v.
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cious regard. The afflictions, whereby they are tried

and purified from remaining corruptions, are no lefs

proofs of his good will than the molt prosperous

events ; for he who hath redeemed them, will never

ceafe to do them good, nor permit any thing to fepa-

ratethem from his unchangeable love.

—

He will have

viet ex on his Church, refcuing them from the evils and

miferies wherein they are involved, granting them
protection and defence, adminiftering feafotiable iup-

port under afflictions, admitting to delightful in-

tercourfe with him, and enriching them with all the

fure mercies promifed to his fervant David. To
give certainty and It ability to this comfortable decla-

ration, thefe en phatical words are fubjoined, Saith

the Lord thy Redeemer, the eternal, all-fufficient

Jehovah, who hath delivered you from many tempo-

ral calamities, *nd from thofe fpirituai evils under

which you groaned, and to which you were ob-

noxious.

9. For this is as the waters of Noah unto

me : for as I have fworn that the waters of

Noah fhould no more go over the earth ; fo

have I fworn that 1 would not be wroth with

thee, nor rebuke thee.

The promifes recorded in the preceding verfes

are ratified and con filmed by a beautiful fimilitude,

taken from the deluge, that happened in the days of

Noah, from which that righteous man, with his

fmall family, were mercifully delivered by means of

the ark. 1 fuppofe, the afTurances given in verfes 7th
and 8th are compared to the waters ofNoah, by which
is doibtlefs meant the flood that overflowed the

world of the ungodly, and fvvept them all away.
IV ben a conparifon is itated in Scripture between
two perfons or things, the principal circumftances

relative to them are to be conlidered as included in

thofe
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thofe which are mentioned. In this fenfe, the words

of Jefus Chrilt, concerning John the Baptift,are to be

underllood. tie fays of that great man*, l This L>

* JLlias, who was for to come/ becaufe John appeared

in the fpirit and power of Elias, and refembled that

eminent prophet in his manners, drefs, office, and

employment. Thus the waters of Noah, which are

here fpoken of, are intended to comprife the promifes

made to that Patriarch about the time of the deluge,

when God gave him the afTurance that the world

fliould no more be drowned with water. The mean-
ing therefore is, the promifes 1 have now given, as the

ground of hope and confolation to the Church, are deli-

vered with the fame foiemnity, and mail be performed

with the fame fidelity, as thofe made to the iecond

Father of the human race.

—

For as J have Jworn
that the waters, &c. Though, in the hiftory of the

memorable event alluded to, the oath of Jehovah
is not mentioned

;
yet in the words under coniidera-

tion, it is exprefsly aflerted, that the Lord God actu-

ally in this manner confirmed his word on that

occaiion. Now, as he declared, with the utmoil
foiemnity, that the waters which covered the earth

in the days of Noah mail never again return to

deftray mankind, fo with equal foiemnity lie allures

his Church, tnat none of tne afflictions and perfecu-

tions that may ariie mall ever totally overwhelm
and deftroy them. The fame iecunty is given by
tne Almighty for the prefervation of the Church, ^s

for the iafety of the earth from another deluge.

—

The words here ufed are the following : I would
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, as I have
done m former times; fiiil God is fometimes angry
with his people, and as many as he loves he rebukes
and chaftens. The Hebrew words in this claufe of
the vede are very empnatical; the firft denotes
vehement anger, fierce wrath, and the other fignifies

fuch fharp reproof as is adminiftered with great feve-

rity, and excites confternation and terror. The
expreffions

* Mat. xi. 14.
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expreflions muft be linderffcood in confiftency with
other pafTages of Scripture, which feem to bear a

different afpecl—they import that God would no
longer be wroth with his people, fo as to reject them
in his indignation ; nor fo rebuke them in his hot

difpleafure, as to confound and overwhelm them in

the deeps of diftrefs.—When, therefore, ycu behold

the bow that God hath fet in the clouds, you may
view it not only as a token that Jehovah will not

again deftroy mankind by a deluge of water, but as

a pledge that he will not fuffer his Church to be
overthrown, and that their continued prefervation

is fecured by his omnipotence and fatttifulnefs. As
certainly fhall they be preferved in fafety, as that the

waters fhall not overflow the earth ; that day and
night (hall alternately fucceed one another; that the

hills and mountains fhall not depart from off their

bafis.

io. For the mountains {hall depart, and the

hills be removed, but my kindnefs fhall noc

depart from thee, neither ihall the covenant

of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that

hath mercy on thee.

The immoveable flability, and everlafting perpe-

tuity, of the kindnefs and covenant of Jehovah, is

iliurtrated by another fimiltude—Hills and moun-
tains, which are confidered as the moll firm and
permanent obje&s in the world, and leaft fubjecl: to

cnange their places, fhall depart, and be removed, at

the confummation of all things. And thofe great

empires, which have arifen to the mod ftupenduous

height of eminence and grandeur, and which are molt

confpicuous on account of their elevation and exten-

five influence, ihall, one time or other, be diverted of

their power, and be laid low in the dull. The fafhion

of this world paffeth away, all fublunary things are

tranlitory and fading, the fcene is continually fhift-

ing,
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ing, and ere long, fhall .be concluded. The friends

and pofTefiions in which men moft confide, (hall

foon be removed, or they (hall be obliged to leave

them.

—

But my kindnefs pall not depart from thee,

&-c. The good will and mercy, the favour and love

of God, fhall not be taken from thofe who are the

objects of them. The grace of God, which flows

from his fovereign good pleafure, is manifefted, in

conferring on his people the moft. lignal benefits ; his

mercy (hews companion, and difpenfes relief to the

miferable ; whereas his kindnefs embraces them with

the utmoft te'ndernefs and affection, and performs all

thofe good offices which are its genuine expreflions

and effects. In exerciling this kindnefs, the Lord

God takes peculiar delight, whilft his faints, with

humble gratitude, acknowledge their infinite obliga-

tions for his diftingui filing favour; and, like the king

of lfrael, ' praife his name for his loving kindnefs *.'

In the holy Scriptures, this clemency and benignity

of God, which is manifeft in all his operations, is exhi-

bited in the moft attractive, glowing colours; precious

promifesare given as its choice fruits, ineftimable bene-

fits are beftowed as pleafing proofs of its efficacy, the

whole fcheme of redemption is reprefented as taking

rife from this fource, and confummated to difplay its

riches and glory.
J
How excellent is thy loving-

* kindnefs, O God ; therefore the children of men
4 put their trufl under the fhadow of thy wings f.'

Neither fhall the covenant of my peace he removed,

&c. The covenant here intended, may denote the

gracious conflitution which Jehovah hath eftablifiied

betwixt him and his people, wherein he hath affured

them, in the moil folemn manner, that he will confer

upon them all thofe ineftimable benefits which are

eiTential to their happinefs ; and clearly explained the

import and duties which they ought diligently to

practife, folickous to obtain his acceptance and ap-

probation. The fum of this covenant is recorded

Hebrews chap, viii. 10, 11, and 12. verfes, which you

Vol. IV. T ought

* Pfal. exxxviii. s. f Pfal. xxxvi. 7.
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ought frequently ferioufly to perufe—In the verfe

under confideration, it is emphatically denominated
the covenant of God's peace, becaufe it proceeds

from him as the God of Peace ; who, in this way,
hath formed between him and his people the mod
intimate, endearing connection, ratified by the Medi-
ator, who is our Peace; and becaufe all the bleflings

requifite to their peace and felicity are therein pro-

mifed ; fuch as reconciliation with God, peace of

confcience, and tranquillity among themfelves, with

the fan&ification of their perfons and eternal falva-

tion.—Of this kindnefs, and of this covenant, it is

affirmed,

Itjl)all not depart, nor be removed, from thofe who
are interefted in them. The kindnefs of Jehovah is

an eternal, immutable principle, which is not fubjecl:

to variation or decay, nor doth it admit of alteration

from time and circumftances. His inclination and
ability to impart the good things he hath promifed,

is perpetually the fame, nor doth he ever want op-

portunities or means of conveying bleflings to his

peculiar people. His fulnefs cannot be diminished,

his omnipotence cannot be reftrained, his faithfulnefs

cannot fail, nor the glory of his goodnefs be obfcured,

and therefore they poffefs the molt fatisfying fecurity

that, in all the circumftances wherein they may be
placed, his kindnefs fhall never forfake them. In

temptations he will deliver, in afflictions he will com-
fort, in weaknefs he will ftrengthen, under a fenfe of

guilt he will revive with the voice of pardon, under
acknowledged depravity he will reftore to loft rec-

titude, under fpiritual darknefs he will difpel the

gloom, and arm with fortitude and refignation againft

the fears of death. No want that his goodnefs will

not fupply, no difficulty from which his wifdom will

not extricate, no unworthinefs over which his mercy
cannot triumph, no bleffing, however precious, that

he will not impart to thole with whom he hath en-

tered into covenant. And though for a fmall mo-
jnent he may hide his face, when it is neceflary to

efFed
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effect fome valuable purpofe, this is not a proof of

the departure, but of the continuance of his kindnefs.

—Nor Jhall the covenant of his peace he removed.

This affurance is given in the moft explicit terms, not

only here, but in Pfalm lxxxix. 33. 34. The covenant

of Jehovah withhis people ihall never be difannulled,

but mall continue throughout all generations. The
Father of lights, from whom it proceeds, hath no

variablenefs, and is always of one mind : Jefus Chrift,

the mediator, is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for

ever; the redemption he hath obtained, and the inhe-

ritance he hath promifed, are eternal; and thofe who
lay hold of this covenant (hall find, that the gifts

and calling of God are without repentance. Having
implanted in their hearts the fear of the Lord, they

ihall be kept from wholly deferting his fervice ; and
in the exercifes of vigilance, prayer, and humble en-

deavours to pleafe God, they (hall be preferved by
his mighty power, through faith unto falvation.

—

To confirm faith and hope in this comfortable truth,

his name and character is fubjoined who makes this

declaration, Saith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee.

All the bleffings he beftows upon his people flow

from his abundant mercy, through the channel of

his covenant of peace, and are received as unmerited

favours and ineftimable talents, for the improvement
of which they are refponlible to the glorious Giver.

1 1. If Oh thou afflicted, toffed with temp ft,

and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy

ftones with fair coiours, and lay thy founda-

tions with fapphires.

The Lord God having folemnly affured his Church

of his conftant affection, and its permanent effects, he

proceeds to inform them, that he would not only

defend them againft their enemies, but that he would

adorn them with every Divine grace and virtue. In

the
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the former verfes, they were reprefented in a forlorn

Hate, like that of a woman forfaken by her hufband

;

now the fimilitude is changed, and they are defcribed

under the well-known emblem of a city decorated by
the moft beautiful precious (tones.—The manner of

addrefs is abrupt and pathetical

—

Oh thou afflicted*

&c. This was efpecially the condition of the

Church of God about the time of the Mefiiah's ap-

pearance on earth. They were then doubtlefs

greatly diftrefTed and agitated, on account of the

fmall number of them that feared the Lord, of the

delayed accoraplifhment of the promifes made to the

fathers, and on account of the manifold reproaches,

oppofitions, and calamities they fuftained. By thefe

afflictions, God deligned to purify them from cor-

ruption, to diftinguifh them from the chaff with

which they were intermixed, to take away the luxu-

riant branches and noxious weeds that had fprung up
among them, and to bring their hearts and ways
into fubjection to his authority and difpenfations. In

this ftate, wherein God exercifed their faith, forti-

tude, patience, and fubmiffion, they were ftrongly

agitated, like a ihip in a ftorm, and expofed to im-

minent hazards from crofs difpenfations, from temp-
tations, perfecutions, and calamities, that came upon
them in quick fucceffion, in fo much that they feemed
in jeopardy every hour. In this mournful condition,

they were not comforted. This circumftance greatly

aggravated their affliction. * When they looked on
• their right and on their left hand, no man would
' know them, refuge failed them, no man cared for

' their fouls *,' or adminiftered to them feafonable con-

solation, whilll the profpect of deliverance feemed
dark and diftant. In this diftreffing fituation, how
reviving the aiiurance,

Behold I will lay thy [tones with fair colours.

Admirable images taken from the moil eiieemed ob-

jects in nature, are here collected to amplify and em-
bellifh the fublime Subject of thefe predictions. Some

degree
* Pfal. cxlii. 4 .
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degree of obfcurity is the necelTary attendant on pro-

phecy, not'that which confufes and darkens the ftyle,

but that which refults from repreffing a part of the

future, and the impropriety of completely revealing

every thing connected with the prediction. The
benefits, therefore, to be enjoyed by the people of

God, though clearly indicated, the circurnftances re-

lating to them are involved in obfcurity. The ima-

gery employed in this and the verfe which imme-

diately follows, elegantly and forcibly expreffes

beauty, magnificence, purity, ftrength, and perma-

nency, and requires to be ftri&ly fcrutinized and par-

ticularly explained, in order to difcover what may be

intended by each of the figures that are mentioned.

—The afflicted Church is called to behold, and at-

tentively to confider the promifes which the Lord

God here delivers as the ground of her confolation.

I, the omnipotent Jehovah, who laid the foundations

of the earth, and who built all things, will raife up

the walls of Jerufalem. For this purpofe, having

collected proper materials, I will place them in the

belt and molt commodious fituation, and put them
in the mod excellent order, that they may contribute

to the itrength and beauty of the whole ftructure.

The (tones mentioned may fignify true Chriftians, the

precious fons of Zion, who are faid to be ' God's
4 building *,' whom the apoitle Peter calls ' living

ftones f ,' being quickened by the Spirit of God, and

built together, to be an holy temple in the Lord. I

will fo lay them, that they mall fecurely reft on the

firm foundation laid in Zion, and be clofely united to

onea nother by the ftrongeft ties. This I will do

—

withfair colours, rendering them truly beautiful and

fplendid, by that knowledge which is preferable to

choice filver, by wifdom, Which is better than

rubies, by faith, which, being tried, is more pre-

cious than gold that pevifheth, by peace that pallet!!

understanding, and joy that is unfpeakable and full

©f glory, with other graces and virtues. In confe-

quence
* 1 Cor. iii. 9. 7 1 EpifUe, Chap. ii. 5.
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quence whereof, thev (hall fhine forth, with the

brighter!: and mod amiable luftre, in the view ofthofe

who poflefs fpiritual difcernment to perceive real

excellence and glory.

—

And lay thy foundations with

fapphires. Jefus Chrift, who died, rofe from the

dead, and afcended into heaven, who is the perfect

pattern to which his difciples are conformed, and to

whom they are united, is the immoveable founda-

tion whereupon the Church of God is built, ihofe,

however, who were laid neareft to this foundation,

whereupon they refted all their hopes, and who fhone

forth with celeftial fplendor, correfponding to their

intimate connection with him, and the Divine doc»

trine which they publifhed, have this designation

given them in a fecondary fenfe. ' Ye are buiit
4 (faith the apoftle to tbofe who are of the I oufehold
* of God) upon the foundation of the apofiles and pro-
4 phets, Jefus Chrilt himfelf being the chiei corner-
' ilone—for an habitation ofGod through the SpiritV
Thofe illultrious perfons who firil formed the noble

fuperftru&ure of the Chriflian Church, who were il-

luminated by the Holy Spirit, fuvniflied with hea-

venly gifts, and adorned with Divine graces and
virtues, are the foundations which God promifes to

lay with fapphires—a fort of precious gem, of a fine

blue or azure colour, refembling the firmament when
clear and ferene, remarkable for beauty, tranfparency,

folidity, and other qualities. J he exprtffipn inti-

mates, that Jehovah was to build into his Church,
under the New Teftament, the excellent ones of tie

earth, who are difiinguifhed for iieavenly mmdednefs,
for fpiritual comelinefs, folid worth, and the beauties

of holinefs.

12. And I will make thy windows of agates,

and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy bor-

ders of pleafant ltones.

The
* Eph. ii. 20, 22*
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The fplendor and glory of the Church is farther

exhibited by the mod graceful emblems.—In the

figurative fenfe of the words, the windows of the

Church of God may denote the ordinances of the

gofpel, which are not only ornaments to the building,

but through them light is conveyed to the inhabitants,

who by their means contemplate to advantage tae

Sun of Righteoufnefs, and enjoy his refreshing beams.

The Hebrew word fignifies alfo a fortrefs, or bulwark,

and may denote thofe zealous courageous men of God,

who were fet for the defence of the truth, as it is in

Jelus; and who, with the firft Cnrittian martyr

Stephen, full of faith and fortitude, tiood forth in

fupport of the gofpel with fuch firmnefs, that their

adverfaries could not refill: the fpirit and wifdom with

which they fpake *. Thefe windows Jehovah de-

clares he would make of agates, a fpecies of precious

Hones, of which there are different forts of various

colours. Thefe may reprefent, not only the value,

but the great diverfity of the ordinances of Divine

inftitution, from whence the people of God derive

large meafures of knowledge, holinefs, and confolation.

—Or the expreffion may import, that thofe who
acfed as the bulwarks and fupports of Divine truth,

were to be furnifhed with various eminent abilities

for accomplilhing the important work afligned them
by divine Providence : in either view they contain

an ineftimable benefit.

And thy gates of carbuncles. The gates may de-

note thole ecclefiaftical focieties, or meetings of the

overfeers, pallors, and rulers of the Church, affembled

in the name and by the Spirit of Jefus Chrift, to de-

termine, according to the canon of fcripture, who are

to be excluded from, and admitted into the holy city,

to enjoy its facred immunities. As by the gates of

fortified cities proper perfons are allowed to enter,

and thofe who are deemed unworthy are prevented

;

(o admifiion to the privileges of the Church is grant-

ed to thofe only who are approved by tfte watch-

men
* Atts vi. 8.
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men placed on the walls of Jerufalem.—Thefe gates

the Lord declares he will make of carbuncles—a fort

of valuable gem of a deep red colour, tinged with

fcarlet, that is exceeding bright and fparkling, that

is not hurt by the lire, and is faid to poffefs the vir-

tues of all other precious Hones. This promife then

may import, that thofe of whom the facred aiTem-

blies now. mentioned are compofed, (hall pofiefs clear-

nefs of underftanding, purity of mind, holinefs of life
;

whilit the prudence of their decifions, and their zeal

for the Divine glory, mall not be injured by any fiery

trials they are called to fuffer.

—

And all thy borders

of pleafant Jlones. By the borders of the Church
may be meant their belt citizens, who by their gifts

and graces decorate the city of the living God, and
give to it comelinefs and fplendor. Thefe fhall be

of pleafant (tones, that are viewed with peculiar

pleafure and delight, as contributing to the elegance,

magnificence, and liability of the habitation of God
through the Spirit, and mew that it is the work of

the great architect, 4 who buildeth his itories in the
• heavens*.*—There is not indeed a (tone in this large

edifice, that does not fhew the hand which formed

it to be divine, that does not difplay fome lovely

grace and virtue. Though they do not all pofiefs

the fame excellencies in the fame meafure, they all

contribute to the comelinefs of Zion, and unite in

manifefting the glory of the Lord.

Having confidered the import of thefe particular

promifes; of what hath been faid, this is the fum.

The Church of God is encouraged to expect, that

they fhall be adorned with the molt iplendid, valu-

able attainments, lb as to exhibit a delightful, ad-

mirable appearance. No fuch fociety on earth,

none fo truly excellent, as that of which Jefus Chrift

is the faviour and the head. All the living members
of this great community are made light in the Lord ;

their beauty is perfect, through his comelinefs put

upon them; the Spirit ofGod and of &'lory reftetii on
them.

* Amos ix. 6,
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them. They are furnifhed with the ineflimable gifts

of knowledge, of wifdom and ability in their feverai

ftations, to (hew forth the praifes of him that called

them to glory and virtue. They are endowed with

the Divine graces of faith love, humility, meekneis,

patience, fpirituality, and purity, contentment, hope,

repentance, and joy, to which they add godlinefs,

virtue, temperance, brotherly kindnefs, with thofe

correfponding good works whereby God is glorified.

They participate ofthe mod precious benefits, refem-

blance to their Lord, liberty of accefs into his pre-

fence, the protection of his Providence, a good con-

fcience, the refiddence of the Holy Spirit, and the

earnefl of eternal inheritance. In all the difciples

of the Son of God is fome degree of the fpiritual ex-

cellence and beauty, which is here delineated by the

elegant figures we have been contemplating.—Thefe

promifes were realized in the happy itate of the firft

Chriftian churches, that were founded in feverai

kingdoms of this world; and, arter excluding hypo-
crites, who fay they are Chriftians and are not, the

Church of God ftili experiences, in fome meafure,

their accomplifhment.

13. And all thy children Jhall be taught of
the Lord, and great Jhall be the peace of thy
children.

Divine inftruction and facred tranquillity are pro-

mised to the people of God, as a fource of confola-

tion under all their depreffions. The Church may
be confidered as a feminary of learning, inftituted for

the benefit of thofe who are admitted to fliare in the

privileges of that highly-favoured community, who
are initiated in the moft valuable branches of know-
ledge, over which the Lord God prefides as the prin-

cipal teacher. The perfons to whom the aiTurances

are given, of theineftimable blefjings here mentioned,
are the children of the afflicted Church, the citizens

Vol. IV, U of
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of the New Jerufalem, with their fpiritual polterity,

the members of the body of Chriit and of the houfe-

hold of faith. All thefe (hall be taught of God, or,

as the words import, thy fons (hall be the difciples of

the Lord. The doctrine wherein they are inftructed

is the truth which God himfelf hath revealed by his

Spirit, that fhews the deplorable condition in which
mankind, by tranigreffion, are involved—that points

out the all-fufficient remedy for removing the evils

whereby we are afflicted, the way of reconciliation

to God, and conversion from the error of our ways

—

It makes known the nature, the excellencies, and
gracious operations of Jehovah, what may be ex-

pected by us from him, and what he requires of us in

every capacity and condition. It enjoins us to look to

him for direction, affiftance, and bleffing, and teaches
that all our ways and works ought to be committed to

his difpofal, whiltt it opens a paradife of delights to

his children under all the calamities of life.—To
give efficacy, and to infure fuccefs to his initructions,

on thefe and other important topics, the Lord opens
the mind to underiland the Scriptures, to perceive

the high importance, the intimate connection, and
great delign of facred truths, and to feel their fancli-

fying influence. By this inward teaching he dilpels

the ignorance that obfeured the mind, he difpofes the
heart to attend diligently to the things fpoken con-
cerning ialvation ; he imparts a humble, teachable

difpofition, whereby his children are inclined to be-
lieve and learn the great lelTons he inculcates.

To this fcripture the Lord Jefus appeals in proof of
the truth of his doctrine, at which the Jews mur-
mured *. * It is written (faith he) in the prophets,
4 they (hall be all taught of God/ Sec. From this

prediction he infers, that ' whofoever hath heard and
* learned of the Father cometh unto him.' Every one
that hath hearkened to the doctrine of the gofpel,

revealed by the Father, and hath learned the way of
falvation, the all-fufficiency of the Saviour, and the

neceflity

* John ?i. 45.
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neceffity of reliance on him, fo as to perceive, under-

ftand, and approve, to receive, believe, and obey
the truth—Every one of this defcription cometh to

Jefus Chrift, that he may obtain that life and faiva-

tion which is in him, with eternal gl>ry. If then,

brethren, we are taught of God, we will place en-

tire confidence in the Redeemer.—What a precious

blefiing is contained in the promife we have been

confidering, for the accomplifhment of which we
ought to wait upon God. All the knowledge de-

rived from other fources is comparatively trivial and
iniignificant. By acquaintance with bulinefs, the

arts or fciences, we may acquire daily bread and the

comforts of this life; whereas, by being taught of God,
we obtain the bread that endureth to everlafting life,

and have our minds replenifhed with a rich itore of

Divine knowledge. By means of rhetoric and elo-

quence, the pailions are moved, and the finer feelings

of the heart are excited ; whereas inftruclion from
God captivates the whole foul into the obedience of

faith and love, and conftrains each to fay for him-
ielf, 1 delight to do thy will, O my God.' Philo-

ibphy inveftigates the works of the Almighty around

us, and difcovers much of their beauty and gran-

deur; whereas the teaching of God makes acquainted

with Jehovah himfelf, and the operations of his

grace, whereby men are formed into his refemblance,

and prepared for his glory. Hitiory records memo-
rable events of providence, the rife, progrefs, and fall

of cities, kingdoms, and empires; whereas the telti-

mony of God informs us of whatever is proper to be

known refpecting the creation, prefervation, and
coniummation of all things By the ftudy of law,

we learn the way by which our perlons and propeity

may be fee tired from the encroachments ot fraud,

or the attacks of violence ; whereas, by Divine
teaching, we are acquainted with the law of the

Lord, and the charter by which we have right to the

kingdom of heaven. By applying to the ftudy of

meuicine we come to know the caufes, the nut a re,

and
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and remedies mod proper for alleviating or removing
bodily diftempers ; whereas God teacheth by what
means fpiritual disorders may be cured, and the foul

fo reftored to health as to live for ever. In all

things, then, Divine inftruction hath the pre-emi-

nence, and therefore we ought affiduoufly to apply

for this great promifed bleffing, to him who only can

bellow it.

And great flail be the peace of thy children. This

ineftimable benefit, arifing from the conquefts of

Jefus Chrilt, and the victories obtained by his dif-

ciples through the word of his teftimony, compriies

every thing requifite to their happinefs and comfort.

It is a choice bleffing which they poflefs, undifquieted

and uninterrupted by the viciilitudes and afllidions

of this mortal life. Without it, riches are only gilded

thorns, that wound and vex ; honours are but vain

baubles, that increafe anxiety and uneafinefs
;

yea,

health itielf becomes the fource of pungent diftrefs.

It is the precious legacy that Jefus Chrift hath be-

queathed to his difciples, in thefe memorable words

recorded in his New Teflament *. * Peace I leave

' with you ; my peace 1 give unto you : not as the
' world giveth give I unto you.' The peace which
the world gives, is merely a freedom from outward

difturbance ; it is tranfitory, uncertain, and incapable

of compofing and folacing the mind in time of trouble.

Far more excellent is the peace here promifed, which

confifts in facred tranquillity of mind, refulting from

reconciliation to God, acquittal from guilt and con-

demnation, reftoration to the Divine image, and the

enjoyment of the moft important privileges. It is

the rich donation of the God of Peace, acquired for

his children by the Prince of Peace. It is one of the

fruits of the Spirit of Peace, which, after having with*

ftood the ftorms that beat upon it in this tempeftuous

world, ihall reach maturity in the realms of love and
peace.—* Seek peace and purfue it, for the eyes of
' the Lord are over the righteous^ and his ears are

* open unto their prayers f.'

14. In
* John xiv. 27. f 1 Peter iii. ir, 12.
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14. In righteoufnefs fhalt thou be eftablifh-

ed: thou fhalt be far from oppreffion, for

thou fhalt not fear; and from terror, for it

fliall not come near thee.

The Lord God gives comfortable affurance to his

Church of continued fupport, and defence from their

enemies, and confequent deliverance from perplexing

fears. Having given a beautiful defcription of their

internal profperous itate, he fhews, that in this happy
condition they were to be free from moleftation, and
the dread of being deftroyed by their adverfaries.

—

In righteoufnefs pmlt thou he ejlablifhed. Righteouf-

nefs is one of the glorious attributes of Jehovah, in

the exercife whereof he uniformly acts in flrict con-

formity to the moil perfect equity, by rendering to

every one according to their works, agreeably to the

declarations he hath made in his word. This Divine

perfection, manifefted in the difpeniations of Provi-

dence, jrives ample fecurity to the Church, that they

ihall enjoy liability and perpetuity; that all their in-

terefts ihall be adjufted by their gracious Lord, ac-

cording to impartial juftice, and the promifes he hath

given, whereby he is engaged to defend them againft

every adverfe power.—Righteoufnefs is a term ufed

in Scripture to denote the perfect obedience unto
death of the Mefliah, the fure foundation whereupon
the Church is built, and on which their liability and
perpetuity depend. In this righteoufnefs they en-

joy the countenance and favour of God, and are

maintained in the pofTeffion of the privileges affigned

to them, particularly the eitabliihment and perpe-
tuity of which they are aflured. Righteoufnefs alfo

imports the exercife of thofe graces and virtues

wherein confifts refemblance to God, and conformity
to his holy law both in temper and conduct;. Though
this righteoufnefs does not fulfil the demands 'either

of the law or the gofpel, and is not the ground of
j unification before God, it is the way whereby the

eftablifhment
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eftablifhment and continuance of the Church is fe-

cured, and feems chiefly intended in the expreffion

before us.

TbouJJjalt be far from opprejjion, &c. Thou fhalt

not be deprived, by fraud, violence, or rigorous ex-

actions, of thy juft rights and valuable enjoyments.

Juftice fhall not be perverted, judgment fhall not be

delayed, nor the claims of conlcience invaded.

Through Divine mercy, thou fhalt be removed at fo

#reat diftance from grievous encroachments, that the

terror and confirmation which they excite fnall not

come near thee, to occafion perplexity and diftrefs.

Ble fifed with good paftors and rulers, who exhibit il-

luflrious examples of righteoufnefs, clemency, and
other virtues, thou fhalt have nothing to fear under

their adminiftration. The meafures they adopt being

founded on equity, and directed by wifdom and pru-

dence, fhall conduce to your real benefit. "1 hus fe-

cured from the dread of internal evils, thou fhalt not

be feized with confirmation or panic at the approach

of thy external foes, and their holtile defigns, but in

patience poffefs your fouls.—By this prediction,

which muft be underitood with fome limitations, the

Chriftian churches are allured of the peculiar care of

Divine providence, of triumph over their enemies,

and,preservation from the evils whereby their exill-

ence might be endangered, and their comforts im-

bittered.

15. Behold, they fhall furely gather toge-

ther, bat not by me : whofoever fhall gather

together againft thee, fhall fall for thy fake.

Thefe words plainly intimate, that the utmofl

efforts of the enemies of the people of God, to accom-
plifh their deftruction, fhall not only prove fruitlefs

and vain, but that thofe who confpire to injure them
fhall be overthrown and fall into ruin. They alfo

fhew, that, notwithflandmg the Church was to enjoy

fecunty
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fecurity under the protection of the Almighty, they

were not to be exempted from the affaults of adver-

iaries, who were to unite their endeavours to diflurb

and lay them wafte. For their encouragement, the

Lord God informs them, that, by the interpofition of

his kind providence, he would prevent or fruftrate

the execution of the wicked defigns of thofe who
aimed at their deftruchon.

—

Behold, they Jhallfurely

gather together, &c. to oppofe and injure your belt

interefts. The exprefiion is fimilar to the complaint

made by the facred Poet of his perfecutors *. ' They
4 gather themfelves together, they hide themfelves,

• they mark my fteps when they wait for my foul/ It

imports, that their confederate enemies, inftigated by
malice and rage, would combine, upon the principles

©f worldly policy, if poflible to extirpate them from

the face of the earth.

—

But not by me, faith the Lord.

Not in obedience to my authority, yea contrary to

my exprefs command ; not with my countenance and

approbation, nor with a view to advance my honour

and glory, but to vex and opprefs my inheritance.

More is implied than expreifed. Their counfel and

work being of men, and not of God, ihall come to

nought f ; their hoftile intentions ihall be defeated,

whilft they themfelves ihall be confumed.

IVIjofoever JIjallgather together againjl thee, &c.
Whether internal or external foe, and ihall endea-

vour fecretly to undermine, or openly to act againft my
people, (hall fall fhort of attaining their end. 4

I will

• deliver them from their perfecutors, for they are
4 ftronger than they, and bring their foul out of pri-
4 fon, that they may praife my name \ ;

?

whilit their

adverfaries ihall fall into certain ruin. In confe-

quence whereof, thofe againft whom they were col-

lected, and thought to deftroy, ihall rtjoice and
triumph with them that remember the name of the
Lord our God, becaufe of the downfal of their ene-
mies, and their own deliverance and fafety.—This
fhall be done for thyfake

y
on account of my peculiar

people,

* Pfal. lvi. 7. f AGs v. 37. t Pfc!< cxlii. 6, 7.
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people, for whom I bear the moil tender affection, to

whom I have given exceeding great and precious

promifes, and over whom I exercife conftant atten-

tion and care; therefore I will defend them from the

powerful machinations of their enemies.—Many-

great efforts have been made, from time to time, to

harafs and deflroy the faints of the Mod High,

which, contrary to expectation, were baffled; and
thofe who were combined againft them have fallen

and periihed. Many ftriking inflances of the deli-

verance of the Church of Chrift,in feafons ofimminent
danger, are recorded in facred and profane hiftory,

by ibme of which the prediction before us hath been

remarkably verified. This coniideration ought to

excite us to trull in him who hath delivered, and who
will yet deliver to the glory of his name.

1 6. Behold, I have created the ffnith that

bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bring-

eth forth an inftrument for his work, and I

have created the waller to deflroy.

Attention is demanded to the agency of the fu-

preme Ruler of the univerfe in the formation of infi.ru-

rnents to accomplish the defigns of his providence,

and in fuperintending the actions of thofe he employs

to chaflen his people, and to inflict righteous venge-

ance on their adverfaries,

—

Behold, I have created the

fmith, &c. Coniider that Jehovah hath given exifl-

ence, fkill, and ability to the tradefman, whofe

employment is to make inflruments proper for doing

his own work to the bell advantage, and to fabricate

the deilructive weapons ufed in war. You do not

blame him for acting in this manner, in following

his occupation, and for fupplying thofe who are at

variance, with the arms whereby they deflroy each

other. When, therefore, the Lord God raifes up
men, glowing with ambition, to kindle and excite

the flames of war, to devife meafures and to carry

into
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into effect the inimical defigns formed againft his

Church, you cannot cenfure or find fault with his

conduct.

—

I have created the wafter to dejiroy, to lay

wade cities, provinces, and kingdoms, and to execute
righteous judgments on thofe who have long abufed
the mercies and the privileges wherewith they have
been favoured. Perfons of thefe defciptions, as do
other creatures, depend on my pleafure; they are

circumfcribed by my providence, they act by my
authority or permiflion, all their counfels and ac-

tions are fubjecl to my control. Beyond them we
ought to look to him who ruleth in the kingdoms of

men, and giveth them to whomfoever he pleafeth.

—Since, then, God hath created men of every charac-

ter, and afligned to them their feveral bufinefles, he
can eafily counteract or give efficacy to their defigns

and artifices, his fervants ought not to be intimidated

by the hoftile preparations of their enemies to effect

their deftrudion. Infinite wifdom hath appointed,

that through much tribulation and many afflictions

they muft enter the kingdom of heaven, fo that they

fhould not faint, but glory in them, knowing that

our Lord's words muft be verified *. * In the world
' ye (hall have tribulation : be of good cheer, I have
' overcome the world.' This declaration of him who
is faithful, ought to infpire his difciples with firm

confidence in his wifdom and omnipotence, knowing
that no power, however great, fhall prevail againft

them; that no affliction fhall befal them, but under
his direction who hath the means of fafety entirely at

his difpofal.

17. If No weapon that is formed againft

thee, fhall profper ; and every tongue that

fliall rife againft thee in judgment, thou fhalt

condemn. This is the heritage of the ier-

vants of the Lord, and their righteoufnefs is

of me, faith the Lord.

Vol. IV. X The
* John xvi. 33.
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The portion of our prophet's difcourfe that we
have been confidering, concludes with an explicit

aflurance, that every attempt to overthrow the Church

of Jefus Chrift fhall prove unfuccefsful.—Various

weapons have been employed by their implacable

enemies to fubvert and demolifti this facred fociety.

Secret fraud, open violence, tortures, racks, perfe-

ctions, have been ufed for this purpofe. The
tongue, that world of iniquity, which adorneth un-

righteoufnefs, hath branded them before judgment-

feats with the moil opprobrious names, and falfely

accufed them of the mod complicated crimes.

They have been charged with forming the mod
horrid devices, with perpetrating the molt atrocious

wickednefs ; and having been thus calumniated, they

fuffered the greater!: cruelties, by the mod iniquitous

decifions—None ofthefe inftruments have fucceeded

or prevailed ; the Church of Chrift, after all the

itruggles and hardfhips they have fuftained, fubfifts

to this day under the protection of the Almighty.

Particular churches, in certain places, have been de-

folated as the juft puniftiment of their abufe of the

privileges they enjoyed ; but the holy feed, the fub-

itance thereof, hath fprung up in other countries, in-

ereafed, flourifhed, and brought forth fruit abun-

dantly. But with refpect to the Church in general,

barbarous oppreffors, with malicious tongues, have

been fruftrated in their deligns by Divine providence,,

which hath ever been, and will always continue to be,

their fure defence. And thofe who have been valiant

for the truth as it is in Jefus, by the noble defences

they have made, wherein it appears, that it was not

fo much they that fpake, as the Spirit of their Father

in heaven, put to filence the ignorance and malice

of wicked men. By them the truths of God have

not only been vindicated and eftablifhed, but the

principles and practices of their adverfaries have been

condemned as uncharitable, unjuft, and cruel in the

extreme —Others, in a different way, and perhaps

wnh no lefs fuccefs, have replied to thofe who falfely

accufed



Yer. 17. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 163

accufed their good converfation in Chrift, by well-

doing according to the will of God.— In this manner,

brethren, let us clear ourfelves from thofe unjuft

afperfions and calumnies, that are laid againft us,
4 re-

1 joicing, inafmuch as we are partakers of ChrifVs fuf-

1 ferings, that when his glory fhall be revealed, we
4 may be glad with exceeding joy *.'

This is the heritage ofthefervants of the Lord. The
benefits contained in the preceding promifes, are

their mod valued portion and belt inheritance, to

which they have undoubted right, of which they

have the enjoyment in fome meafure, and the prof-

peel of full pofTeffion. On the bleffings and privi-

leges we have been confidering, they look with

the higheft i atisfa&ion ; in them they rejoice and

glory, from them they derive defence and fafety,

righteoufneis, peace, and confolation. Each, there-

fore, may adopt the words of David, the fervant of

the Lord, when folacing himfelf with the view of his

rich inheritance :
* The lines are fallen to me in

1 pleafant places, yea, I have a goodly heritage *f

.'

* Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for

* ever, for they are the rejoicing of my heart J.'

—

This is the peculiar rightand prerogative of thefer-

ments of the Lord, who, deeply fenfible that his ler-

vice is both their duty and intereit, prefer him to

every other mafter; who fubmit to his authority, feli-

citous to obey every intimation of his pleafure, and to

acquiefce in his appointments, allured of his fupport,

protection, and, in due time, of receiving the recom-
pence of their labour of love. To people of this de-

fcription, the above predictions fhall be fulfilled.

What a beautiful, what an excellent heritage ! Com-
pare it, if you pleafe, with the portion of a wicked
man, of which a large detail is given by Zophar, in

the 20th chapter of Job. By contrafting the one
with the other, you may perceive the tranfeendent

worth and glory of the heritage pertaining to them
that do the will of God.

And
* 1 Pet. it. 13. t P&1» xvi. 6, % P&1» cxi*» "*«
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And their righteoufnefs is of me, faith the Lord.

The righteoufnefs to be brought in by the Meffiah,

with which 1 am well pleafed, is of my appointment,

it is my gift ; and being reckoned unto all them
that believe, in virtue thereof they are pardoned and
accepted. The right principles and good difpofitions

wherewith their minds are furnifhed, the exercifes of

holinefs and righteoufnefs in which they are em-
ployed, proceed from me, the Father of lights, who
worketh in them to will and to do of my good plea-

fure.— This important truth ihould cheriih humility

and gratitude, amid the enjoyment of the ineftimable

privileges which the faints of the Molt High are

taught to expect.—And it ought to excite every one

to whom it is made known, to feek with importu-

nity, righteoufnefs from the God of Salvation. ' Hear
' me when 1 call, O God of my righteoufnefs, and in

' thy righteoufnefs let me be exalted.' The bleffing of

Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghoft, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.

Amen.

PRELI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

HAVING finifhed the prophetical and confola-

tory part of his difcourfe, lfaiah goes on to

invite Jews and Gentiles, defirous of life and falva-

tion, to come and participate of the precious blef-

lings obtained by the fufferings and death of God's

righteous Servant, which are exhibited under the

emblems of thofe temporal good things that are moft
pleafant and refrefhing, verfes 1, 2.—He then
particularly addrefTes the Jews, who were flow of

heart to believe, and negligent in attending to their

beft interefts, and generoufly offers to their accep-
tance the mercies promifed of old to the patriarch

David, ver> 3 —To excite to pious emulation, and
fpeedy compliance with his propofal, our prophet in-

troduces the gracious defign of the Lord God, to en-
lighten the Gentile nations, and to bring them to

the communion of the Church, who were gladly to

embrace his invitations, ver. 4, 5.—As many of
thofe who fhould be pardoned and faved were enve-
loped in error, and addicted to various crimes, might
deipair of attaining falvation, he calls them to repen-
tance and return to God, who will have mercy on
them, ver. 6, 7.—After which he teaches, that unbe-
lief, and the difobedience of the wicked, fhall not
make void the counfel and gofpel of God, that he
fhall efFecl: his purpofes and defigns, which far fur-

pafs human comprehenfion, ver. 8— 11.—This por-
tion of the difcourfe concludes with a beautiful figu-

rative defcription of the joyful effects, that were to

accompany the promulgation of the gofpel, and the
happy change which was thereby to be made in the
ftate of the world, ver. 12, 13.

CHAP,
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CHAP. LV.

I
TO, every one that thirfteth, come ye to

JL the waters, and he that hath no money
;

come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine

and milk without money, and without price.

A general invitation is given to thofe who are de-

firous of falvation, to come and partake of the molt

important benefits. The fubject is introduced by a

word ufed to claim attention from thofe to whom it

is dire&ed. I he expreflion feems to allude to the

practice of thofe who, having difcovered a fountain

of excellent water in fome parched defert, call loudly

to them who are feeble and faint, to come and fhare

in the privilege which is open to all that choofe to

hearken to their vi>ice.—The perfons addreffed are

every one that thirjieth, whatever in other refpe&s

are his particular chcumftances ; none are excluded.

.Every one that thirtieth, in the fenfe intended by
our prophet, feels that he is deftitute of what is requi-

iite to remove his deplorable ignorance, infenfibility,

and impurity, and to reitore to him fpiritual refresh-

ment, vigour, and confolation. He hath an acute

fenfe of his abfolutc need of an all-fufficient Saviour,

to refcue him from fin and defiruclion, of pardoning

mercy and fanctifying grace, with every thing necef-

fary to fupply his wants. Ready to faint for the

word and falvation of God, he feels a vehement de-

lire of obtaining thofe bleffings which only can fatiate

his longing expectations, and diligently ufes the

means whereby they may be procured. This af-

fecting fenfe of his neceffities, though humiliating

and painful, is both the prefage, and the warrant to

comply with his invitation, whofe work is before

him, and whofe reward is with him, and who makes
hfe
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his offers of mercy and grace the means of conveying
thefe benefits to the needy and deftitute. The character

is farther defcribed in thefe words —And he that hath

Qn money, no equivalent, no valuable compenfation to

give in return for the precious bleffings of pardon,

reconciliation to God, purity, liberty, and joy, he
is foiicitous to receive, and which his foul ardently

defires. Convinced that he is poor and miferable,

all his expectations are founded, not on his perform-

ances, acquifitions, or pofleffions, but on the free

favour and good will of him who giveth to all libe-

rally and upbraideth not. To the door of mercy,

therefore, in obedience :o the call of God, he humbly
repairs, he alks, he feeks, and he knocks, entreating

that he v/hofe companions fail not, would, for his

great name's fake, fupply his urgent neceflities.

—

To fuch the gracious invitation, is efpecially directed.

Come ye to the "waters. The ineftimable bleflings

flowing from the fountain of life, are fignificantiy

reprefented by waters, to which, in fome refpects,

they bear a ftrong refemblance, on account of their

vaft abundance, the freedom with which they arc

bellowed, and their abfolute neceility to fatisfy thofe

fervent delires, which nothing elfe can fully gratify.

Come to the waters, the ordinances of Divine inflitu-

tion, where the truths and promifes of the golpel

are exhibited, where Jefus Chriit, with his precious

benefits, are to be enjoyed, and where the gifts, the

graces, and comforts of the Holy Spirit are plentifully

dilpenfed. From thefe waters of the fanctuary, attend-

ed with the prefence and bleffing of the Almighty,

thirfty fouls receive refrefhment and confolation;

they are reftored to fpiritual health and vigour, their

juit defires are fulfilled, and they become fruitful in

every good work, to the glory and praife of God.
As the imagery here employed is graceful, {o the

invitation is tender and affectionate ; it takes hold on
the heart, and can hardly be exceeded in warmth and
urgency. To enforce compliance, the call is thrics

repeated. Corns then to the ordinances of divine

inititutior:,
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inftitution, to which you are kindly invited, with

enlarged expectations of obtaining every thing ne-

ceffary to your happinefs and falvation. Your com-
pliance with this call is a part of that homage which
you owe to your Creator and Lord; and therefore it

ought to be performed with alacrity, and reverence

for his authority who requires your attendance.

It is your privilege, as well as your duty, and confe-

quently you fhould approach the waters of the

fanctuary with high eftimation of the benefits which
are there to be enjoyed, in facred intercourfe with

God and his people. Befides, it is the appointed means
of fpiritual improvement, from which you may derive

the moll fubftantial advantages, and moil agreeable

fa tisfaction.

Buy and eat, &c. In the ordinary way of procur-

ing any thing valuable that we need, money, or fome
equivalent, muft be given for it, whereas the manner
of purchafe here mentioned is very different,—with-

out money and without price. The expreffion,

which is in fubftance repeated by Jefus Chrift *,

intimates, that fomewhat muft be parted with, in

order to comply with this direction, and to enjoy the

comforts which in this way are to be obtained. Cor-

rupt paflions, finful practices, bad company, and
anxious worldly folicitudes, with all that may proper-

ly be called ours, muft be parted with, or furrendered

on demand, would we acquire the choice fpiritual

provifion reprefented by wine and milk. Much
precious time, the thoughts of many hearts, and
diligent labour in the ufe of appointed means, muft

be employed, that we may get the ineftimable bene-

fits intended by our prophet. After all, he declares

that they are beftowed without money and without

price ; no adequate compel ifation can poffibly be

made for them, nothing can be parted with or per-

formed that bears the leaft proportion to what is re-

ceived,—The invitation requires not only to buy, but

to eat, to lay hold on the offered fpiritual provifion,

to

* Rev. iii. 17, 18.
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to appropriate it to ourfelves, and actually to receive

it with keen deiire and ftrong relifh of its excellence

and utility, that thereby we may be ftrengthened

unto all long fuffering w ith joyfulnefs, and furnifhed

for the performance of every good work.— Real
good wine, (which is the mod excellent and grateful

of all liquors, revives the fpirits, and makes men
forget their poverty and mifery,) may denote the

fublime comfortable dodlrines of the gofpel, which
are the means of removing fpiritual indigence and
wretchednefs, and of conveying vigour and confola-

tion to the mind. Milk, which you know is a kind
of food that is pleafant, nourifhing, and nrengthen-
ing, may flgnify the plain fimple truths of facred

Scripture, which are reftorative, yielding fuftenance

and refrefhment to thofe who receive them with
faith and love.—To you, brethren, the word offal-

vation is fent; to you thefe preffing invitations are

addrefTed by the Lord God, merciful and gracious.

In obedience to his call, come to the ordinances of

the gofpel, with your fpiritual wants, diftempers,

miferies and forrows, that you may obtain that relief

for which you have no compenfation to offer. The
bleffings you are bidden to partake of, are of inefti-

mable value ; he who offers them is not in the lead

need of you ; the benefits, whereof he folicits your
acceptance, are already procured for you at a dear

rate ; nothing befide them can fupply your neceffi-:

ties. Let him, then, ' that is a-thirft come ; and
* whofoever will, let him take the water of life

* freely *.'

2. Wherefore do ye fpend money for that

which is not bread? and your labour for that

which fatisfieth not? hearken diligently unto

me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your
foul delight itfelf in fatnels.

Vol. IV. Y To
* Rev. xxii. 17.
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To enforce compliance with the preceding invita-

tion, the Lord God exportulates with men, refpecting

the extreme folly of thofe who refufe, and the great

advantages which attend the thankful acceptance of
his offers.—In the firfl part of the verfe, there feems

to be reference to the conduct of rich people, who
expend their money in purchaling thofe articles

which they confider as requfite to their convenience

and comfortable fubfiltence; and to the practice of

the lower ranks of the community, who fubfift on
what they gain by their labour and induftry. Each
of them, in his own way, expects to enjoy fatisfac-

tion ; the former, in laying out their wealth to pro-

cure the comforts of life ; the latter, in enjoying the

fruits of their toil and diligence, whilft both claffes

find, by experience, that their hopes are difappointed,

that their days are forrow, and their travel grief*.

Money may here denote whatever is efteemed

mod valuable and ufeful, which people are ready to

beflow, that they may obtain the objects of their

defire. Bread is the mod common, necefTary and
excellent provilion, whereby mankind in general are

fupported, and therefore called the ftarT of life.

Why do you lavifh away all your time and ftrength

in acquiring that which is not bread, that cannot

gratify the enlarged delires of your hearts, or fupport

the life of your fouls ? Why do you give away what
you reckon of the greateft worth for trifles, that can

add very little, if any thing, to your real happinefs?

Why do you allow yourfelves to be impofed upon
by delufive appearances, and fet your hearts on that

which is not? The riches, the pleafures, and ho-

nours of this world, for the acquifition of which many
lay out their labour and money, far from yielding

permanent fatisfaction to their poffeflbrs, give rife to

vanity and vexation of fpirit. Even knowledge,

Which bids faireft to impart happinefs to the human
niind, is inefficient for this purpofe. • He that in-

STeafeth knowledge, increafeth forrow, and that which
is

* Eccl, ii. 23.
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1

* is wanting cannot be numbered *.' All created en-

joyments are only bread that fatisfieth not ; they are

but cifterns, wherein the water is apt to putrify

;

they foon become almoft empty, and what remains,

hath neither flavour nor fweetnefs
;

yea, they are

broken cifterns, full of chinks, by which the good
runs off, and leaves nothing but what hath a difa-

greeable, unpleafant relifh.

Hearken diligently unto me, &c. Eager attention

to the word of the Lord is a happy mean to induce

compliance with his gracious invitations. However
kind and generous, if not regarded, they will neither

be valued nor accepted. He who formed the ear,

and endowed men with the faculty of hearing, re-

quires, that, placing ourfelves in a hearing polture,

we earneftly liften to the words of his mouth, fo as

from the heart to believe and obey them. Hearken
then diligently, brethren, to every part of the

word of God, not only to its iublime doctrines,

but to its holy precepts—not only to its precious

promifes, but to its kind invitations. Take heed
that faith be mixed with it, that you humbly receive

the truths it contains, that you cordially embrace the

bleffings it reveals, that you depend on the encou-

ragements it exhibits, and fubmit to whatibever it

enjoins.— i his important duty, which is well adapted

to promote our belt interefts, is, alas, fhamefully ne-

glected. The old prophets of the Lord were often

difregarded by thofe to whom they were fent ; even
the bon of God, who lpake as never man fpake, found
it necefTary to call for attention from the multitudes;

and perhaps there is no lefs need now tnan in any
former period, to urge the practice of tins important

duty. Many pay little regard to the word of God :

cunoiity, decency, and a refpect to good order, induce

fome to attend to it \ but of thofe who read and hear

it, how few who hearken diligently, indolence,

drowfinefs, vain thoughts, and indifference to Divine

things, contribute, with other caufes, to render trie

word
* Eccl.i. 18,
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word unfruitful. Do you then carefully attend, and

ferioufly confider what God faith to you :

And eat of that which is good, &c. By the good

and fatnefs here mentioned, may be meant thofe rich

and precious bleffings that flow from the Divine

bounty, and the fulnefs that is in Chrift Jefus, which

afford the higheft pleafure and gratification to the

mind. Of this fort are the pardon of fin, commu-
nion with God, the fanctifying, ftrengthening, and

comforting influence of the Holy Spirit, the inftruc-

tions derived from his word and providence, the

facred peace which arifes from walking in Wifdom's

ways, and the lively hope of eternal life. Of this

excellent fpiritual proviiion, prefented in the good

word of God, you are invited to participate, and

thankfully to receive, that from thence you may de-

rive nourifhment and flrength to your hearts. Let

your fouls folace themfelves in this delicious enter-

tainment, which the author of every good and per-

fect gift hath prepared for your fupport and confola-

tion. Delight yourfelves in the enjoyment of the

rich, fubftantial bleflings exhibited and offered tq

your acceptance in the gofpel. anticipating, with the

prophet David, the plealing fatisfa&ion expreffed in

the following words. ' My foul fhall be fatisfied,

1
as with marrow and fatnefs,—with the goodnefs of

' thy houfe, even of thy holy temple *.'

3. Incline your ear, and come unto me :

hear, and your foul fhall live, and 1 will make
an everlafting covenant with you, even the

fure mercies of David.

The gracious invitation, contained in the latter

part of the preceding verfe, is repeated, amplified,

and enforced, by the immenfe advantages refulting

from compliance with what is demanded.

—

Incline

your ear. Liften attentively, and diligently apply

your

* Pfal. lxiii, 5. and Ixv. 4.
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your minds to the inftru&ions and invitations now
addreffed to you, which relate to matters of the

greateft moment. Conlider well what I fay, and
cheerfully obey my commands, whereby you are

acquainted with my good pleafure. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit faith unto the

Churches.

—

And come unto me', faith the Lord God.
Abandon, in affection and practice whatfoever hath

kept you at a diftance from me. In the exercife of

faith, and hope, and confidence, approach my pre-

fence by him who is the way, the truth, and the

life; for no man cometh unto me but by him, through

whofe mediation, and by whofe Spirit, you can obtain

comfortable accefs. Come unto me with filial free-

dom and humble boldnefs, that you may receive the

cure of your fpiritual diftempers, the redrefs of your

grievances, and the fupply of your neceffities.—Hear
the voice of God, fo as to underfiand, believe, and
obey what he requires.

And yourfoulJhall live, &c. The intelligent fpirit,

whereby you are diftinguifned from inferior creatures,

the fpiritual and moll excellent part of your nature,

which is dead, in confequence of the awful fentence

of death denounced againft tranfgreflion, in thefe

words : \ The foul that finneth fhall die.'—This foul

that hath been dead in fin fhall live, fhall be delivered

from condemnation, and fhail pafs from death to life

;

it fhall be quickened, together with jefus Chrift,

who is the refurrection and the life. This Divine life

proceeds from fuperior principles, is maintained by
'different means, and is accompanied with operations

and effects diftindt from thofe experienced by them
that walk as men. Remarkable to this purpofe are

the words of the apoftle Paul * * I am crucified with
' Chrift, neverthelefs I live

;
yet not 1, but Chrift

' liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in the
* flefh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God/ As
this life is communicated to the foul by the Lord
God, who raifeth the dead, and is fupportedby means

of
* Gal. iL 20*
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of doing the will of our heavenly Father, which to

thofe who are made alive unto God, is as their meat
and drink, fo its t< ndency is to glorify God, and to

conduct to the everlalting enjoyment of his kingdom
and prefence. What a precious benefit is this, far

tranfcending, in worth, and excellence, and perpe-
tuity, that frail precarious life, for which a man will

give all that he hath ! 1 he afTurance of it fhould

therefore be a powerful inducement to hear the voice

of God, and to come to him— efpecially when it is

added,

And 1 will make an everlajling Covenant with you,

&c. The word covenant commonly fignifies a
folemn agreement, entered into by two parties, upon
certain ftipulated conditions for their mutual be-

nefit*. It is ufed in various fenfes in fcrip-

ture, which 1 nay not at prefent to enumerate, in

the verie before us it may import, that Jehovah will

affume you to be his peculiar people, that he will

be your God, that he will fulfil to you his faithful

promifes, and effectually difpofe you to obferve his

commandments with your whole hearts. The cove-

nant, of which this is the lum •(*, the Lord God de-

clares he will make with you that come to him. The
Hebrew word fignifies to ftrike, in allufion to the an-

tient cuftom of killing and dividing alunder foine

animal, at the ratification ot a league of amity and
friendfhip ; to intimate, that the parties wifhed that

like them they might be cut in pieces, did they not

adhere to the lolemn treaty into which they had
entered. The expreffion in this paiTage may denote,

that the covenant ihall be firmly eftablifhcd and
faithfully performed by * the Lord God, that keepein
' covenant and mercy for them that love him, and
' obferve his commandments J.'—It is faid to be
everlalting, becauie it is founded on the immutability
Oi Jehovah, and the unalterable purpoles of ins grace,

ana becaufe of the irrevocable nature and endlefs

p.rpetuity of the bieffings it contains. God will

remember
* I Sam. xviii. 3. f Heb. viii. 10, Si, 12. J:

Neh* i. |.
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remember your fins no more, your righteoufnefs

and peace, your life, confolation, and falvation, (hall

be everlafting, and without end.

Even the fure mercies of David. Thefe words were
cited by the apoftle Paul, in his difcourfe to the men
of lfrael at Antioch, to prove the refurrection of

Jefus Chrift from the dead *. The Meffiih, David's

ion and Lord, is forneti nes fpoken of in the prophe-

cies of the Old Teftament by the name of David,

who was an eminent type of himf . That the Meffiah

is here intended by this defignation, feems to be
confirmed by what follows in the next verfe, where
he is faid to be given for a witnefs, a leader and
commander to the people. All the bleflings con-

tained in the covenant that God makes with thofe

that hear his voice, were procured for them by his

interpolation ; into his hands, the diitribution of them
is committed, and by him they are dilpenfed. They
are his mercies, inafinuch as they flow from his fove-

reign grace to the moft unworthy, they are bellow-

ed for his great name's lake, and difplay the exceeding

riches of his mercy. And with great propriety are

the bleflings obtained by the Mefliah for his people

denominated fure mercies; becaufe God, who cannot

lie, hath promifed to confer them on thofe who come
to him.—Thefe promiies are recorded in his word of

truth, fealed by his Spirit, attefted by the moft credi-

ble witnefTes in heaven and earth, confirmed by his

oath, and ratified by the death of his bon.

—

in

human tranfactions, men may engage to do what they

are unable to perform, or a variety of unforeseen cir-

cumitances may occur to prevent the fulfilment of

their engagements; whereas, to the omnipotent

Jehovah all things are poflible, and nothing can
happen to hinder the accomplifhment of his promifes.

Health and reputation, riches and friends, may fail,

fpiritual ftrength, and peace, and comforts may
decay; but the mercies of God are from everlafting

to

* Afts xiii. 34. f EzeL xxxiv. 23.
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to everlafting on them that fear him, and his cove-

nant abideth for ever.

4. Behold I have given him for a witnefs to

the people, a leader and commander to the

people.

To excite compliance with the gracious invitation,

contained in the preceding verfes, another confi-

deration is mentioned, derived from the fuitablenefs

of the Meffiah to relieve the wants of mankind. Our
circumftances require that we be acquainted with

the will of God ; that we be conducted in the path

of life ; and that we be animated and protected in

the way which leads to the heavenly and better

country. To fupply thefe neceffities, and to encou-

rage people to come to him, the Lord God calls us

to contemplate the fitnefs of his righteous Servant

to grant all the aid that we want. To intimate the

perfect certainty of what is affirmed, the event is

lpoken of, in prophetic language, as if already come
to pafs.

I have given him for a witnefs to the people. The
office of a witnefs is to give evidence refpecting fome

important truth, or fad:, he is intimately acquainted

with, which otherwiie could not be properly afcer-

tained, and to produce fatisfying proofs of the cer-

tainty of his declaration. In this character, which
is often attributed to Jefus Chriit in the Scriptures,

he ads with the utmoft propriety, candour, and
fidelity. He hath clearly Hated the mod momen-
tous difcoveries which are worthy of God to reveal,

and accommodated to the circumrlances of thofe to

whom they are made known— relative to the nature,

the perfections, purpofcs and will of Jehovah, how
he Hands affected toward men in their apoftate con-

dition, and what he requires to the advancement
of his glory and their falvation. He only was capa-

ble of performing this ardous work; for no man
knoweth
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knoweth the Father fave the Son, and he to whom-
foever the Son will reveal him *. ' The things of
' God knoweth no man, but the fpirit of God fj
The Scriptures of truth, which are emphatically de-

nominated ' his Teftimony J,' are admirably adapted

to difpel the perplexing fears which proceed from a

fenfe of guilt, and to gratify the intenfe defires of

happinefs that arife in the human mind. Afiurance

is given of a perfect atonement provided for fin, of a

complete remedy for fpiritual diforders, and an im-

mortal felicity that far tranfcends the moft enlarged

expectations. With thefe, and the other topics

concerning which he hath emitted his declaration, he
difcovers the moil intimate acquaintance, as himfelf

affirms. * We fpeak that we do know, and teftify

* that we have ieen f His confummate excellen-

cies give the fulled aflurance that he hath revealed

all that is neceflary for men to know, believe, and
praclife, and that no error or miftake can be found
in his teftimony. His inviolable faithfulnefs gives

the ftrongeft fecurity, that all things which he hath
fpoken are juft and true, that he hath not difguifed

any one truth, or mifreprefented any one fact. In-

deed, he hath given iatisfying evidence of the truth

of what he hath faid, by the ftupendous miracles he
performed, by his perfect example, and by laying

down his life in confirmation of his doctrine, which is

attefted by them that bear record in heaven and
earth— Particularly by fending the bpirit of truth, who
ables to underftand, believe, and obey this faithful

and true wknefs. In this manner did Jefus Chnd
execute the office affigned to him, of being a witnefs

to the people.—Thankfully receive, and cordially

embrace his teftimony ; fo as thereby to regulate

your conduct and expectations, and thus fet to your
leal that God is true ||.

I have given himfor a leader to the people. Acting
in this capacity, he conducts them, by his example,

Vol. IV. Z and

* Mat. xi. 27. f 1 Cor. ii. 20. % Rev. i. 2.

§ John. iii. u.
||
John iii. 33.
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and by his Spirit, through this world to the heavenly
and better country The belt of men are fubjc ct to

miftakes and infirmities ; they are apt to deviate

from the perfect rule of righteoufnefs, and therefore

ought to be followed with great caution and pru-

dence. Whereas he who is given to be our leader is

an unerring guide, and hath fet us an example, that

we mould walk in his fteps Some eminent men of

God, who have exhibited illuftrious examples of good
converfation and conduct, have in certain inftances

greatly erred ; their iight hath been confined within

narrow limits, and foon funk into obfeurity : whereas

Jefus Chrift, like the fun in the firmament, diffufes

his falutary light over the world, and affords infallible

direction to his difciples, fo that whofoever folioweth
him, (hall not walk in darknefs, but fhall have the
light of life. No crofs accident, no corrupt paffion,

no temptation, allurement, or danger, ever feduced
him from the path of righteoufnefs. At all feafons,

in every refpect, and in every condition, he was
holy, harmlefs, undented, and feparate from iinners.

Like the pillar of cloud and of fire, that conducted the

lfraelites through the howling wildernefs, he clearly

points out the way, which leads through the diver-

sified fcenes of this world, to the land of everlaiting

uprightnefs. That he might be fuch a leader as our
circumftances require, he puts his Spirit within us,

and caufes to walk in his ilatutes, to keep his judge-
ments, and do them—he guides us into all truth.

By his Divine agency, he works in us both to will

and to do oi his good pleafure, he enlightens our un-
derstandings to fee the road wherein we mould go,

and orders our fteps in the way of life,

Jehovah hath alfo given his righteous Servant for a

commander to the people. In this, as in every other

character, he pofTefTes unrivalled excellence and
glory : he is infinitely wife, righteous, and powerful,

condefcending, and victorious. He afligns to every
one his particular nation, he furnifhes with abilities

fuited to their employments, he directs their feveral

movements,
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movements, he points out their duty and danger;

he gives inftruction, relative to their conduct in every

capacity and fituation, how they ought to behave

toward him, toward their brethren and their enemies

;

how they ought to acquit themfelves in time of

conflict, and in feafons of tranquillity ; he teaches

their hands to fight in the fpiritual warfare; he ihews

them how to manage their fpiritual armour, in the

circumftances wherein they are placed ; he goes be-

fore them in the path of obedience, in the way of

fuffering, and iff the road that leads to final conquefl

and immortal glory, affording the moll ample encou-

ragement to fortitude and fidelity. And, to prevent

miftakes refpecting the orders he hath ilfued, he gives

an underftanding to know, and ability to obey his

commands.-—He makes liberal provifion for the

fafety and comfort of his followers, giving them not

only food and raiment for their bodies, but the bread

of life and the garments of falvation for their fouls,

ftrengthening with might in the inner man, and
fupplying with help in every time of need.—Befides,

this commander does what no other can do; he van-

quifhes all the enemies of his people, and gives them
the alfurance of complete victory.—The fafety and
fuccefs of other commanders, depends on the ftrength

and valour of their troops ; whereas their fafety and
fuccefs is entirely owing to him who gives power to

the faint, and to them who have no might increafeth

ftrength.—Nor is this all. He promifes them abun-
dant recompence for their labour of love, for the pa-

tience of hope, and the fevere druggies they have
had with their fpiritual foes. To the faithful he will

give a crown of life, righteoufnefs, and glory ; and to

him that overcometh he will grant to lit with him
on his throne, even as he overcame, and is fet down
' with the Father on his throne *.'

To thefe important offices the Meffiah was deftined

in the decree of Jehovah ; under thefe characters he
was exhibited in ancient prophecy ; and in the ful-

nefs

* Rer. iii. 21,
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nefs of time, he was actually given to the nations of

the world, that he might accomplifh the benevoknt
purpofes we have been confidering. What a rich

and fuitable donation ! How ftrong and manifold

the obligations we are brought under to believe this

"Witnefs,to follow this Leader, to obey this Command-
er, who is the Lord of lords, the bell friend of man-
kind, from whom we have received the mod fubftan-

tial favours ; the companionate Redeemer, who gave

himfelf a ranfom for us, and refcued us from deftruc-

tion!

5. Behold, thou fhalt call a nation that thou

knoweft not, and nations that knew not thee,

lhall run unto thee, becaule of the Lord thy

God, and for the holy One of Ifrael ; for he

hath glorified thee.

The invitations given by the Meffiah in the gofpel

were to be extended to diftant kingdoms, where they

were to be attended with happy fuccefs. The pre-

diction before us may be considered as directed to

Jefus Chrift, who is the witnefs, the leader, and com-

mander of the people, who, by his apoftles and mini-

fters of the word, calls men to fellowfhip with him in

virtue and glory. The joyful found of this call was

to * reach unto all the earth, and their words to the

• ends of the world *.' This important benefit,

whereby finners of mankind are effectually delivered

from ignorance, fin, and mifery, and tranilated into a

ftate of knowledge, holinefs, and happinefs, is in

Scripture emphatically denominated vocation, or

* calling.' Our prophet declares, that this call was to

be given to a nation that the Meffiah had not hither-

to known. This circumftance may at firft light feem

paradoxical, but properly viewed, is eafily explained,

In the facred oracles, God is faid to know thofe whom
he loves and approves f, and not to know them for

whom
* Rom. x. iS. f P6I. >- &
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whom he does not manifeft peculiar affection and
regard *. The great Redeemer, whofe eyes do fee,

and whofe eyelids try the children of men, who
knoweth all things, is perfectly acquainted with the

principles, the actions, and views of all man-
kind. Notwithftanding he is here affirmed not to

know the kingdoms of the earth, whole conduct he

did not approve, with whom he had not cultivated

intimate intercourfe, and on whom he had not con-

ferred any diltinguiihing marks of his favour. The
Gentile nations are certainly intended by this ex-

preffion, who, under the former difpenfation, did not

enjoy the light of Divine revelation, and were fuf-

fered to walk in their own ways. Thefe nations were
alfo to be among the called of Jefus Chrift.

And nations that knew not thee, Jhall run unto thee.

Thofe who hitherto had been deftitute of the know-
ledge of the only true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he
hath fent, fitting in the region and fhadow of death,

unacquainted with the perfections, the providence, the

word, and falvation of Jehovah.

—

Shall run unto thee.

The call given to the Gentiles by the Meffiah ihall

not be in vain. Perceiving the imminent danger to

which they were expofed, and the aftonifhing grace

of the Saviour, publilhed in the gofpel, they mail

have recourfe to him with the utmoft promptitude
and alacrity. They fhall run to him for fafety, and
flee to him for refuge, as the only hope fet before

them, that they may obtain the remiffion of fins, the

promifed Spirit, and eternal inheritance. To this

cheerful compliance with the Meffiah's invitation

they (hall be induced

—

Becaufe of the Lord thy God,

who is plenteous in mercy, and ready to forgive ; who
by his powerful grace difpofes them to refort to the

all-fufficient Redeemer ; who adorns his people with
fpiritual beauty, enriches them with glorious privi-

leges, and continually refides among them. Jehovah
is denominated the God of his righteous Servant,

inafmuch as he prepared him for his arduous wTork

—

he
* Mat. yii. 23.
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he fent him forth to execute it, invefted with his

authority—he afforded him conftant fupport and
defence—he was the ultimate end he kept continually

in view—and the everlafting portion he now enjoys.—Andfor the holy One of Ifrael, who manifefted his

confuinmate purity in all the tranfa&ions he had
with the pofterity of Jacob, in the deliverances he
wrought for them, in the laws he gave them, and in

the privileges with which they were honoured.

Thefe things were to attract the notice and admira-

tion of the Gentile nations, and to prove ftrong in.

ducements to engage them to run to the Meiliah, and
to embrace his falvation.

—

For he hath glorified thee,

by railing thee triumphant from the dead, a mighty
conqueror over death and the grave, by exalting

thee to the right hand of the Majefty on High, and
by committing into thy hands all power in heaven
and on earth. To intimate the perfect certainty of
thefe events, which were to be conlidered as reafons

why the Gentiles fhould run to Jefus Chrift that they
might be faved, they are fpoken of in the prophetic

ftyle as already palt.—In confequence of this predic-

tion, we, finners of the Gentiles, are the called of
Chrift Jefus to his eternal kingdom and glory. What
returns of gratitude and obedience are due to him for

his adorable condefcenlion and diftinguifhing good-
nefs! Let us then walk worthy of our holy and
heavenly vocation, and fhew forth his praifes who
hath called us out of darknefs into his marvellous
light.

6. If Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near.

Thefe words, which are clofely connected with
the preceding verfe, urge to the practice of an
imporant duty, and point out the feafon wherein
it ought to be performed. As the fame exercife is

inculcated in both parts of this verfe, 1 fhall explain

and
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and illuftrate them together.—To feek the Lord is,

fronrreal conviclion of indigence, and a firm perfua-

iion of his benignity and grace, to endeavour dili-

gently, in the ufe of prefcribed means, to obtain

from him the precious bleffings he hath promifed
to beftow To call on the Lord is, from a juft fenfe

of manifold neceffities, and his readinefs to hear the

fupplications of the needy, earneftly to intreat his

gracious interpolition and fuitable communications
of mercy and deliverance. Sometimes the expref-

fion is ufed more extenlively, to denote in general

the facred homage and worfhip that is given to the

Moft High.—More particularly, To feek the Lord and
to call upon him, proceeds from heartfelt conviction

of human depravity and guilt; that we have loft the
image of God, wherein man's higheft glory confifted;

that we have forefeited his favour, that is better than
life, and communion with him, in which lies our
chief happinefs; and that, by tranfgreffion, we are

obnoxious to his dread difpleafure. Juft apprehen-
fions that this is indeed our fpiritual ftate excite to

feek the Lord with fervency and importunity. Nor
is it lefs requilite to the right performance of this

duty, that we be firmly perfuaded that the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, may be found in the

way he hath revealed and prefcribed. No man will

feek what he knows he cannot obtain, nor call on
him by whom he will not be regarded. Fully iarif-

iied, that though our lofTes are great, they are not

irretrievable; that though our cafe is deplorable, it is

not hopelefs ; that God is ftill to be found ; that we
may elcape the fatal confequences of fin, that we
may be reftored to his reiemblance and favour, and
re- admitted into communion with him, the Lord God
ought to be called upon and fought with the whole
heart. In the diligent ufe of the means inftituted

for this end, folicitous that they may be accompa-
nied with the Divine bleffing, we ought eameftly to

entreat his face and favour above all things, being
affured that none fhall feek him in vain.—The feafon

to
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to be appropriated to this exercife is fpecified in the

following words

:

While he may be found, and while he is near. To
every thing there is a feafon, and a time to every

purpofe under heaven. The time fpecified, as moft

proper for the performance of the duty here recom-
mended, may comprehend this prefent life, whilft

the forbearance and long-fuffering of God is experien-

ced—the feafon of our merciful vilitation, wherein

God waits to be gracious, and requires to be fought.

—More efpecially, the period in which we enjoy the

gofpei of the grace of God, wherein we are urged to

the practice of the duty above mentioned, by all

thofe weighty arguments that can move the fprings

of human actions. Proclamations of indemnity for

the pad are iffued tp all who will thankfully accept

ofmercy—expostulations are addrefTed to tranfgrefTors

to induce them to throw down their weapons of

rebellion—invitations are given to return to their

duty and allegiance—the reafonablenefs, the neceffi-

ty, and the advantages refultirig from compliance,

and— the terrible conlequences of obftinate refufals,

are exhibited in ftrong colours.—It may have more
particular refpecT to the feafon wherein God is pleafed

to ftrive with us by his Spirit, reaching conviction to

the heart of fin and danger,
v
and our atfolute need of

the -Saviour arad his falvation. SondPof • you, my
hearers, know by experience tfte tj&dtri of what 1 fay.

Have not you occaiionally found ferious impreifions

made on your minds, of the immenfe importance of

your eternal interefts. if thefe are effaced, if good

motions are fappr'eiTed, if kind fuggeftions arc ftif-

fled, if gracious operations are refilled, and you ne-

glecl to call upon God, you let flip a favourable

opportunity of feeking the Lord, who is then near.

Whereas, by improving fuch feafons, you may hope

that he will be found of you to your prefent

comfort and everlafting joy. For the Lord's fake,

for your own fake, engage without delay in this im-

portant work, to which you are often invited and
amply
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amply encouraged ; and perfevere in it until your

labour is crowned with fuccefs.

7. Let the wicked forfake his way, and the

unrighteous man his thoughts : and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
upon him, and to our God, for he will abun-
dantly pardon.

TranfgrefTbrs of every defcription are invited to

repentance and return to God, by the moil animating

motives.—The call is particularly addrefTed to the-

wicked, whofe name, in the Hebrew language, is de-

rived from a word that figniiits to be unquiet. Tnis
designation well agrees with the turbulent difpofitions

for which people of this character are often remark-

able. Unquiet is their name, and unquietnefs is

with them. They cannot ceafe from fin, which ren-

ders them unliable and fluctuating, and oftimes un-
eafy to themfelves and troublefome to fociety. In

contempt of God and his authority, they are reftlefs

and affiduous in the practice of iniquity.—It is ad-

drefTed alio to the unrighteous, who give not unto
God the things that are God's, nor unto men the

things that are men's, but withhold from them their

jult right, and that which properly belongs to them

—

Who refufe to fubmit to the righteoufneis of God
revealed in the gofpel, though deititute of the righte-

oufnefs demanded by the law of God. To perfoas

of thefe characters the word of falvation is lent.

—

Let the wicked forfake his way, the vicious courfe of
life wherein he hath walked, and the atrocious tranf-

greflions that he hath committed. Let him abandon
his way of contemning the worihip of God, of pro-

faning the name and Sabbaths of the Lord, and of
injuring his neighbours in their perlbns, property,

and reputation. Let. him lay alide thofe corrupt dif-

pofitions and evil habits, wherein he hath indulged,
Vol. IV. A a t«
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to which he hath been addicted by natural confti-

..iution, by external Situation, and ftrong temptation.
The words do not merely give permiHion to do what
is required, but contain an explicit authoritative

command to renounce fubjection to former impetu-
ous pafiions, and to defiit from every criminal indul-
gence or puifuit.

Let the unrighteous manforfake his thoughts, the evil

imaginations he hath cherifhed, the bad purpofes he
hath formed, and the unjuft fentiments he hath
adopted refpecting the perfections, the providence,
the word, and falvation of Jehovah. Let him leave
off the wrong apprehensions he hath entertained re-

fpectinghimielf; the invidious cenfures, the revengeful
thoughts he hath harboured concerning his brethren
of mankind. Thefe, and all other evil thoughts
whereby his mind hath been occupied, and its depra-
vity increafed, he is required to abandon, that he may
return to God with his whole heart.—How reafon-

able, howjult and friendly, the requifition which de-

mands your immediate compliance. Real reforma-
tion and returning to God commences at the heart,

every deliberate action arifes from fome forethought,

which forms a connection between the operations of
the mind, and thofe which are outward and vilible.

And let him return unto the Lord. There is a re~

turning, but not to the Mod High, which comes far

ihort of what is intended by this exhortation. Peo-
ple may part with fome fins, wherein they have in-

dulged, becaufe temptation is withdrawn ; they may
torfake certain grofs fins, whilft they retain affection

for others; or they may be guilty of thofe which are

not commonly cenfured with feverity, fuch as pride,

earthly-mindednefs, and felf-righteoufnefs, whilft

they avoid fuch as are more generally detefted and
execrated. Such a partial return is owing not to the

grace of God changing the heart, but to the provi-

dence of God altering their lituation, and is very dif-

ferent from that which is here required, whereby the

wicked and unrighteous return to the Lord. Deeply
affected
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affected with a humbling fenfe of their fin and folly,

like the prodigal, mentioned in the parable by Jefus

Chrift, they arife, and go to their heavenly Father,

with the becoming acknowledgment, ' We have fin-

* ned before thee*—We now return to thee, our right-

ful fovereign, that henceforth we may yield dutiful fub-

jection to thy authority and difpofals—and to our

offended Father, requeuing to be admitted into thy

family, and to enjoy the privileges of thy children.

Take away all iniquity, and receive us gracioufly,

fo will we render to thee the calves of our lips. Let

all our thoughts, purpofes, and actions, be regulated

by thy will, and directed to thy glory.—To induce

compliance with this gracious invitation, thefe com-
fortable words are fubjoined

:

And he will have mercy upon him. Mifery is the

proper object of mercy, and fuppofes its exigence in

thoie to whom it is extended. IVlifery unobferved,

felt, or concealed, like a (hadow follows the tranigref-

ior, from which Divine mercy effectually delivers ; it

refcues from the punifhment fin deferved; it quicks

ens to the exerciie of a ipiritual life ; it begets a

lively hope of an incorruptible inheritance, through

the refurrection of Jefus Chrift. In mercy Jehovah
grants audience and anfwer to prayer; headminifters

comfort to the dejected, and reft to the weary ; lie

redeems from iniquity, and in the end bellows ever-

lahing life. This is a powerful argument to engage

the wicked and the unrighteous to forfake their evil

ways, and to return unto God. borne may pervert

this truth to another, and to a bad purpoie, but that

is not its proper tendency. Pardon offered to a re-

bel, who lays down the weapons of rebellion, and re-

turns to allegiance to his fovereign, gives no encou-
ragement to continuance in acls of hoitility.—This is

not all—The Lord God will abundantly pardon, or,

as the Hebrew words denote ^ he will multiply to for-

give. Perfons of th< above defcription, reviewing
the number and atrocity of the crimes they have

committed, might be apt to fink into defpondency,

and
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and to fay, with the dejected Church of old, * Our
• hope is perifhed from the Lord *.' To encourage

. them to return to the Lord, they are afiured, that in

/ great mercy he multiplies pardons to multiplied of-

f
fences ; * that as fin hath abounded, grace (hall much

^tmore abound f .' Defpair then, of the mercy of

God, is no lefs dangerous than prefumption that it

fliall be difpenfed in any other way than he hath de-

clared. This moving confideration ihould induce

the vicious and the unjuft to forfake their fins, and

to return to the Lord, from whom they fhall meet
with a kindly reception, and obtain plenteous re-

demption. ' Yet return again to me, faith the

Lord t:

8. f For my thoughts arc not your thoughts,

neither arc your ways my ways, faith the

Lord.

Jehovah affirms the infinite fuperiority of his

counfels and difpenfations to the apprehenfions and
actions of men. His thoughts may here fignify his

purpofes and defigns, tffected in the matchlefs beau-*-

ty and order of the univerfe, in the operations of

Providence—in the government of the world—in
the revelation of his will— in the laws he hath enact-

ed—in the gofpel he hath promulgated—in the gifts

of his Son and Spirit he hath bellowed— in the ordi-

nances he hath inftituted—in the Church he hath

ellablifhed— in the redemption, conversion, fanclifica-

tion, prtfervation, and ialvaticn of his people—and
in all the works that he hath done. God's purpofes

and defigns, difcovered in thefe manifold operations,

far tranfeend our feeble conceptions. Steadily con-

template the immenfe wonders which they exhibit,

and then fay, doth not the thoughts of Jehovah, that

are fublime, wife, extenfive, invariable, infinitely fur-

pafs our imperfect, limited, fluctuating apprehenfions ?

—Two
* Lam. iii. 18. f Rom. v. 20. J Jer. Hi. 1.



Ver. 8. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. i?9

;—Two or three inftances, adduced from Scripture,

may ierve to illuftrate and confirm this truth. No-
thing was farther from the intention of tmaraoh,

king of Egypt, in detaining the Ifraelites in bondage,

than magnifying the name of God, and fulfilling his

purpofe
;

yet Jehovah rendered the tyranny and

cruelty of that proud monarch the means of exe-

cuting his decrees, and of declaring his name through-

out all the earth Bv appointing the enrolment and

taxation of his fuhj eels, the Roman emperor, An-
guftus Casfar, probably had no other view than afcer-

taining the number of his people, and obtaining ne-

cefTary fupphes to government; whereas the Lord

God had a higher end to accomphfli by that decree,

namely, to (hew that the child Jefus was adually

born, according to prophecy, in the town of Beth-

lehem. The chief priefts, the fcribes, and the rulers

of the jews, feem to have defigncd nothing more by
the crucifixion of Jefus Chrift, than to gratify their

malevolent difpoiition, and to punifh one that they

imagined was guilty of blafpbemy and fedition;

whereas God meant, by that execrable dtedv, to de-

monstrate the enmity of men at true goodnefs and

perfect innocence ; to fulfil ancient predictions and
types; to make atonement for fin, and to accompliih

the redemption of his Church. What a great dii pa-

rity between the thoughts of God and the thoughts

of men !

Neither are your "ways my ways, faith the Lord.

Bis ways may denote tne diipenfations of his provi-

dence, which are far fuperior to the limited appro -

henfions of mankind. Human wifdom employs the

bell means, and the niqft fuitable inftruments, in order

to attain the ends it hath in view to accompliih ; and
after much deliberation, having taken the advice of
thole who are eminent for knowledge and prudence,
adopts thofe meafures which feem molt likely to be
attended with fucceis. How exceedingly fuperior

are the ways of God in providence, who overthrows
the wifdom of the wife, and brings to nought the

devices
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devices oS the prudent, of which many memorable
inflances occur in the (acred records*. He often ufes

the moll improbable means, and moil infignificant

inflruments, to execute the moil important purpofes.

' God hath chofen the foolifh things of the world to

• confound the wife, the weak things of the world
• to confound the things that are mighty, and things

• which are defpifed hath God chofen, and things
4 which are not, to bring to nought things that aref.'

—Great alfo is the diffimilitude between the ways of

God's precepts and the ways of men, wrho, in their

conduct, endeavour to make void the command-
ments of God, and in many inflances manifeft a

ftrong cppofition to his righteous authority. His

judgments, as a king of Ifrael obferved, are far above

out of fight J. Though in moll inflances their

equity and utility may be acknowledged, ftill they

greatly exceed, in excellence, purity, importance,

and fuitablenefs, whatever human fagacity could

have deviled. Of this fort are humility in the

higheil elevation, felf-denial, bearing the crofs, ren-

dering good for evil, forgivenefs of injuries, and ablli-

nence from revenge.—The ways of God in the fal-

vationofthe Church far tranicend any thing that

could have entered into the heart of man. How
wonderful in our eyes is the incarnation of the Son of

God, the union cf the Divine and human nature in

his perfon, his appearance in the likenefs of fin-

ful ilelli, fo that he was confidered and treated

as a finner! How aftonifliing is the fubftitution

of this innocent and holy One in place of the

guilty, that he might effect their redemption ; that

for this purpofe it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, to

put him to mame, and to deliver him to the death for

us au—That in confequence of this marvellous con-

flitution, finners of mankind, by faith in the Re-

deemer, fhould be juftified and faved ; that God,

who tliilributes favours and punifhments with perfect

equity,

* Gen. xi. 3. etfcq, and 2 S2m. 17."

f 1 Cor. i. 27. etfeq. J Pfal. x. 5.
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equity, mould confer upon any pf them the forgive-

nefs of fins, and the enjoyment of his loving-kmdnefs

!

How infinitely faperior to our feeble apprehenfions

are the ways of God, in tranilating men from dark-

nefs to light, by the renovating power of the Holy

Ghoft ; whereby they are made partakers of the fal-

vation of his Son, brought to referable God, and are

prepared for his enjoyment —How very high are

thefe thoughts and ways of Jehovah above our

thoughts and ways

!

9. For as the heavens are higher than the

earth, fo are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

To illuftrate and amplify the fubjecl:, to place it

in a clearer and more confpicuous point of view, a

companion is ftated, wherein is united fublimity and

beauty, and which, for fpiendor and magnificence,

cannot be exceeded. Whilft the fimlitude aiiilts

the mind in contemplating the truth it is intended

to elucidate, it impreffes the idea, that fuch is its

immenfe magnitude, that it. far exceeds the molt

elevated conceptions. Looking up to the Harry

heavens, beyond which human light, with its bed
contrived affirmances, cannot penetrate, we furvey

and admire the immenfe altitude of the celeftial

orbs above this earth, we obferve them encircling,

enlightening, and refreshing our habitation. In

them, as in a glafs, we beheld the immeafurable

height, the boundlefs extent, and falutary influence

of the mercy of Jehovah, which infinitely tranicends

our feeble apprehenfions, and reaches far beyond
the molt exalted thoughts of which the human mind
is capable. In them we fee an infiruclive emblem
of the vaft fuperiority of the thoughts and ways
of God above our thoughts and ways, which ought

to excite the higher): admiration of his glorious

excellencies, and to engage us to wcrfhip him with

profound
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profound humility, whofe ways are paft finding out.

1 conclude this article in the words of Solomon *,

' A man cannot find out the work tint is done under
c the fun ; becaufe, though a man labour to feek it

• out, yet he fhall not find it; yea further, though a
4 wife man think to know it, yet (hall he not be able
4 to find it.'—Beware then, brethren, of prefuming

to cenfure the difpenfations of Providence, or the

revelations of his grace. Take heed, left you mur-
mur at the ftations he hath allotted you, left you
quarrel with the rectitude of his laws and inftitutions,

left you reject the offers of his gofpel, or prefs its

doctrines into the fervice of fin, and pervert them
to your own deftruction. Say not, becaufe God is

merciful, you may indulge in the practice ofiniquity

;

but improve the comfortable truth we have been
confidering, as a powerful argument to engage you to

return to God, if fo be that he may have mercy on
you that you perifli not.

io. For as the rain cometh clown, and the

fnow from heaven, and returneth not thither,

but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring

forth and bud, that it mav give feed to the

fower, and bread to the eater.

The divine efficacy attending the word of God is

illuitrated by a beautiful fimilitude, taken from

natural objects that come under human obfervation.

The rain and the fnow (whatever be their natural

caufes) do not fall merely by accident, but by the

appointment of the Lord God, who claims this as his

peculiar prerogative, that he caufes rain and gives

mowers from heaven f. According to his fovereign

pleafure, he fixes the time, the place, the quantity,

and the continuance of them, fo as to effect the pur-

pofes he hath in view to accomplish. He fends

them forth out of his treafures, not only to give

evidence

* Eccl. viiu 17. f Jer. xiv. 22.
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evidence of his goodnefs, and to difplay his over-

ruling Providence, but to water and fructify the

earth, that its inhabitants, who are fupported by the

fruits of the ground, may be fupplied with abun-

dant fuitable provifion—and that the hufbandman,

who cultivates the fields, may have feed wherewith

to fow, in due feafon, the lands which he occupies,

in the profpect of receiving a plentiful crop in the

next harveft. The words, in which this comparifon is

ilated, are fo plain, as not to require farther expoli-

tion.

1 1 . So fliall my word be that goeth forth

out ofmy mouth : it fliall not return unto me
void, but it fhall accompliih that which I

pleafe, and it fhall profper in the thing whereto

I fent it.

The rain and the fnow, which come down from

heaven, exhibit a graceful emblem of the falutary

doctrine contained in the fcriptures, that proceeds

from the Father of lights, the giver of every good

and perfect gift. Like the rain, which foftens, re-

frefhes, and fructifies the earth, the word of God
mollifies and makes foft the hearts on which it falls

;

it renovates them, it promotes fpiritual growth and

fertility, and caufes them to become pleafant and

fruitful. Wherever it comes with Divine efficacy,

and receiveth blefiing from God, it reaches the heart

and conscience, and prevents them from being bar-

ren and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift. This beautiful image conveys
a juft idea of thofe beneficial, blefTed effects, pro-

duced by the word of God, when it drops as the

rain, when his doctrine diftils as the dew, as the

fmall rain upon the tender herb, and as mowers upon
the grafs *. Still, however, this fimilitude comes
fhort of what it is defigned to illuftrate, for the facred

Vol. IV. B b truth

* Deut. xxxii. 2.
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truth that proceeds from Jehovah produces fuch a

fpiritual change in the minds of men, as neither rain

nor mow can effect on the face of the earth, it

changes the nature of the foil, it transforms them
into a ftate refembling good ground, it kills at the

root thofe hurtful lulls, winch would choke the good
feed, and hinder its growth and fruituilnefs.—The
word here intended is faid to go forth out of God's

mouth. Though delivered by men of like paffions

with curfelves, it is declared to be the woid of God,

becaufe it was fpoken and written by holy men, as

they were moved by the Holy Spirit ; becaufe it bears

the impreflion of his authority, and mould be re-

ceived, as it is indeed the word of God. Ungodly
people may endeavour to render it of none effecf , by
rejecting, difob- ying, and contemning it; but their

criminal conduct lliaJl not fruftrate, but mail verify

what is here faid. Explicit afiuranee is given by
Jehovah himfelf, that it fnall not return to him void,

dellitute of thofe important effects it is given to pro-

duce, if it do not meliorate, it will harden; if it

does not prove the favour of life unto life, it will be-

come the favour of death unto death.

ButJhall accompli[h that zvhicb I pleafe, &c. What
is the good plealure of God reipecfing his word, and
for what purpoies doth he fend it ? The things

which chiefb pleafe him, and the ends for which he
fends it, are fuch as thefe—To convince men of their

fin and mifery, to make them fenfible of the de-

ceitfulnefs and wiekednefs of their hearts, of their

manifold tranfgrefTions, whereby they have violated

his law and incurred his dread difpleafure, and, by
confequence. of their need of pardon of fin, and the

renovation of their natures.—To acquaint them with
the all-fufficient Saviour he hath provided, and the

great falvation he hath obtained, that they may be
induced to have recourfe to him, that they may par-

ticipate in his redemption, and receive every blefling

neceffary to fupply their wants—To convert them
from the error of their ways unto the wifdom of the

juff,
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juft, and to be the means of tranfl iting them from

darknefs to light, from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive the forgivenefs of fins, and in-

heritance among them that are fanctified.—To in-

ftrucl: them in their duty and deltination. to direct

them in the way wherein they ought to walk, and
refpecting the hopes they ought to entertain.— To

confole them under the calamities of fire, by affu-

rances to the upright, that the Lord God will help

under infirmities, fupport under diftreffes, that he

will never leave nor forfake, that all things (hall

work together for good to them that love him.

Such are the falutary effects, for the accomplish-

ing of which the word of Jehovah (hall profper. It

may fall on fome, whofe hearts in hardnefs refemble

the wayfide ; on others, who may be obdurate like

itony places; on fome, where it may be choked by the

thorny cares of the world ; but it ihall alfo fall on
others, who, like good ground, fhall bring forth the

fruits of righteoufnefs, which are, by Jefjs Chrift, to

the praife of God. In every age, the efficacy of the

word of truth, accompanied with the power of the Holy
Spirit, hath been experienced. How glorious and ex-

teniive were the fruits it produced at the time of Pen-

tecoft, and in periods that immediately followed! In
thefe laft days, and even in this aflembly, i hope
there are not a few who have felt it to be the power of

God unto falvation. When your hearts were hard,

this was the hammer that broke them ; when cold,

this was the fire that diffolved them ; when obftinate,

this was the power that fubdued them ; when dif-

eafed, this was the medicine that healed them

;

when feeble, this Was the cordial that revived them.
No inftrument can ad but by his agency who uies it

:

Paul might plant, by diffeminating the d etrine of

the gofpel ; Apollos might water by his perfualive

eloquence ; after all, God only can give the incrcaie.

Deeply impreifed with this truth, earnelUy pray

that God may render his word effectual, for accom-

piiihing
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plifhing to you the important ends for which it is

fent.

12. For ye fhall go out with joy, and be

led forth with peace : the mountains and the

hills fhall break forth before you into finging,

and all the trees of the field fhall clap their

hands.

Beholding infpirit the apoflles, the evangelifts, and

their fellow- labourers in the work of the gofpel, going

forth to execute their million among the Gentile

nations, our prophet foretels, that they were to engage

in their work with alacrity, and to perform it with

pleafure and gladnefs of heart.—He delineates, in

ftrong colours, the happy effects which were to ac-

company the miniftry of the word, in the contem-

plation whereof the whole creation is reprefented as

breaking forth into joy and praife, to celebrate its

glorious triumphs. The Jews having rejected "the

Saviour, put away from them the word of God, and

judged themfelves unworthy of everlafting life, the

minifters of the gofpel turned to the Gentiles, who
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord *.

Happy in the honourable employment affigned

them, thefe good men went forth under the conduct

of the Captain of Salvation, animated by the fpiritof

truth and love, to carry the Divine lamp of the gof-

pel to thofe who were fitting in darknefs—to publiih

the meffage of peace and reconciliation, and to pro-

mulgate tidings of great joy to thofe among whom
they itinerated. Commiflioned to preach peace to

them that were afar off, no wonder that they them-
felves exulted and triumphed, and that thofe to

whom they were fent, received them with gratitude

and gladnefs. Confult the Acts of the Apoflles, read

with attention the epiftles of Paul, and you may be
fully fatisfied refpecting the fulfilment of this pre-

diction,

* Afts xiii. 46. et/eg.
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diction, which in fucceeding ages, hath been farther

accomplifhed. Not only at Theffalonica, but in

many other places, hath the gofpel come to men,

not in word only, but in power, ana^wjthjoy of the

Hoj£_GJhoft, fo that they have become*^TTowers

of the Lord, and their faith Godward hath fpread

abroad.

The mountains and the hills [hall break forth, &c.
In thefe bold and beautiful firains doth lfaiah predict,

the felicity and joy which was to refult from the

miniftry of the word of God among the heathen.

Had the mountains, the hills, and the trees, been ca-

pable of teftifying gladnefs, they would have burn:

forth into fongs of praife, at the peaceful tidings

which Jehovah was pleafed to publifh by his fervants

unto all people. If the expreffion be understood in

its figurative fenfe, it denotes, that thofe kingdoms
and ftates, thofe princes and great men, to whom the

word of God was preached, were to receive its mini-

flers with cordial affection, and to fignify their felicity

and gratitude on this defirable event. Reproaches,

dangers, and afflictions, even death itfelf in all its

horrors, could not difturb the joyful fenfations, and
facred tranquillity of mind, polTeiTed by our Lord's

fervants in the gofpel. This remark was nobly ex-

emplified in the apoftle Paul, in his fon Titus, and is

in fome meafure verified in thofe who are heartily

engaged in the fame biefibd work with them. And
as for thofe to whom the gofpel comes with power,

the mefTage was heard with joy by all who believed

it : hence it is recorded in the Ads of the Apoftles,

that there was great joy in their cities *. By you,

my friends, it fhould be received, not only with faith

and love, but with pleafure, and thankfgiving to him
who hath vouchfafed to grant you this ineitimable

benefit, and improved with a view to the future ac-

count you mult render to him that judgeth righte-

oufly.

13. Inflead
* Chap. tiii. 8.
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13. Inftead of the thorn (hall come up the

fir-tree, and inftead of the brier mall come up
the myrtle-tree : and it fhall be to the Lord
for a name, for an everlafting fign that fhall

not be cut off.

The wonderful effects produced by the word of

God, attended with Divine power, are here defcribed

in beautiful figurative language. The defert of the

Gentiles having been watered by the word of God,

the mod furpriling, delightful change, was to take

place ; the wildernefs was to be converted into a per-

fect, paradife, to the praife and glory of God. The
thorn and the brier are too well known to need a par-

ticular defcription. They are prickly fhrubs, that

cannot fafely be meddled with ; for moft part they

are hurtful, and mar the fruitfulnefs of the ground.,

being ufeful only for fences and fuel. They exhibit

a iigniflcant emblem of bad, mifchievous people, who
are dangerous to fociety, who entangle and hurt good

men, by various means impeding their growth and

ufefulnefs, though fometimes employed by Provi-

dence to protect the godly ; and when cut down,

they are call into hell fire.—The fir-tree is remark-

able for height and good appearance, for the number
and clofenefs of its branches, for the excellence of its

timber and continual verdure. On thefe, and other

accounts, it affords a fignificant reprefentation of one

who is diftinguiibed for eminent attainments in Chrii-

tianity, for manifold graces and virtues, for whatfo-

ever things are lovely and of good report, and for

real worth and excellence.—The myrtle-tree, of

which there are various kinds, is a comely fragrant

evergreen, that yields a kind of fruit which is faid to

refemble an olive, and may reprefent fuch as poffefs

fpiritual beauty, who bring forth the fruits of righte-

oufnefs, and diffufe around them the fweet favour of

the knowledge of Chrift. The meaning, then, of the

prediction
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prediction before us is ihortly this, that the word of

God, being accompanied with power from on high,

fhall effect a change in the temper and conducl of

men, like that which would take place in nature

was the thorn removed, and a {lately fir-tree put in

its room ; was a brier taken away, and an odoriferous

myrtle fubftituted in its place. Inilead of thole

who were noxious and troubiefome, fhall arife fuch as

are valuable and ufeful; inftead of fierce, malicious,

revengeful people, who were the pells of fociety,

fhall appear thofe who are gentle, courteous, and hu-

mane, inftead of thofe who were fpiteful and ma-
lignant, fhall come up thofe who dwell together in

unity, and who, being fruitful in good works, prove

bleffings to them among whom they refide.—Such

is the happy change here foretold to be etrected by
the word of God in them that believe, fuch is the

falutary operation and joyful confequence of the

gofpel of the grace of God.

And it flail be to the Lord for a name, &c. The
above-defcribed wonderful alteration, which gives

an illuftrious difplay of the efficacy of Divine truth

and grace, fhall infinitely redound to the honour and

glory of Jehovah. Comparing the former with the

preient temper and conducl of thofe who have be-

come confpicuous for faith and holinefs, for every

amiable grace and virtue, people (hall be obliged to

acknowledge, that the hand of the Lord hath done

this, and to celebrate the praifes of the great author

of this remarkable change, which is a perpetual me-
morial of his mercy, power, and faithfulnefs.

—

For

an everhifting fign, &c. Thefe words feem to allude

to the pra&ice of railing monuments to the honour
of perfons of great celebrity, who have been the pa-

trons and benefactors of their country, with a view to

preferve in remembrance the good exploits they have
performed. Every .one that is born of God and
made partaker of his holinefs, is a living monument
of the kindnefs and grace of Jehovah, on which his

name is inlcribed, and on account of which he fhall

be
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be for ever honoured and magnified. Whilft the
monuments erected by men are deftroyed by the hand
of violence, or perifh in the ruins of time, this iign,

exhibited by divine omnipotence, fhall remain unim-
paired throughout all ages in its priftine excellence,

juftly admired and extolled. We therefore conclude,

in the words of a truly fublime Poet, after having
contemplated the difpenfations of Providence toward
his Church, i Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever,

' thy memorial, O Lord, throughout all genera-
i
tions */

* Pfal. cxxxv. 13.

PRELL
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS,

IN that portion of the prophetical difcourfe con-

tained in this chapter, addrefTed efpecialiy to the

Church under the New Teftament difpenfation, they

are inftructed that the promifes and the commands
of God are of equal extent ; that thofe who obferve

the laws {hall have right to the privileges of the

gofpel. Our prophet, having defcribed the benefits

to be enjoyed by the people of God under the new
oeconomy of grace, proceeds, by Divine conduct, to

itate the duties required of thofe who expect to be
favoured with the prerogatives belonging to the

kingdom of God, and who may hope to enjoy their

continuance, verfe I. He then celebrates the feli-

city of the man who diligently applies his mind to

the practice of holinefs and righceoufnefs, and who
endeavours to perform them with fidelity and dili-

gence, ver. 2——He (hews that every one whatever
be his external circumftances, may appropriate to

himfelf the iignal advantages enjoyed by the fer-

vants of God, which were to be extended to perfons

of every deicription, in all the nations of the earth,

ver. 3.— 7. He foretelsthat the Lord God was to

collect into the communion of his Church, not only

the difperfed of llrael, but to call into their fellow/hip

many from among the Gentiles, ver. 8. After

which he exhibits a moving picture of the L-nurch thus

enlarged, degenerating into a corrupt {fate, through
the floth, negligence, avarice, and luxury of tneir

overfeers and rulers, ver 9. etfeq.

Vol. IV. C c CHAP.
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CHAP. LVI.

I^HUS faith the Lord, Keep ye judgment,
and do juftice: for my falvation is near

to come, and my righteoufnefs to be revealed.

This fection of our prophet's difcourfe commences
with an exhortation to maintain the exercifes of right-

eoufnefs and equity, which is enforced by two power-

ful motives. Well knowing the averfion of man-
kind to the practice of many parts of their duty, and

the cold reception they are apt to give to fuch

directions as are contained in this verfe, he introduces

them with the greateft fqlemnity, he urges to

obedience by the fupreme authority of Jehovah,

and the manifold obligations which his peculiar

people lie under to him, for the revelation of his

grace.

—

Keep ye judgment, and dojiiftice. Judgment
and juftice are often mentioned together in the holy

Scriptures, and cannot indeed be feparated in good
practice. The former may relate chiefly to the

underflanding and confcience, the latter to the recti-

tude and integrity of conduct, both of which fhould

be regulated by the law of the Lord, whilft the one
ferves to illuftrate and explain the other. Both
expreffions, which are of iimilar import, ftrongly

recommend facred regard to righteoufnefs in every

tranfadion, the utmoft folicitude to follow that

which is altogether juit, and to render to every one

his due. They demand uniform perfevering refpect

to the golden rule, prescribed by Jefus Chrift in thefe

memorable words, ' Whatever ye would that men
' fhould do to you, do ye even fo to them ; for this is

' the law and the prophets.' This is frequently incul-

cated in each of thefe wirtings, it is the fum of what
they teach relative to the reciprocal good offices that

men owe one to another, it is one great delign of the

inilru&ions
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inftructions and precepts in both thefe parts of Divine

revelation. The precept requires affijuous endea-

vours to avoid whatfoever might encroach on the

facred rights of judgment, or prove injurious to

equity, and to perform every focial virtue, fuch as

brotherly-kindnefs, forgivenefs, mercy, and benefi-

cence—That abftaining from every ipecies of fraud,

deceit, and oppreflion, we carefully cultivate the prac-

tice of all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth, with a

ftrict regard to probity and juftice.

The learned Vitringa and fome other commenta-
tors are of opinion, that the words under confidera-

tion ought not to be reftricted to the duties that

people owe to their neighbours, but fhould be confi-

dered as comprehending the whole doctrine delivered

by Jefus Chrift and his apoftles, which is perfectly

juft and true, and the rule whereby judgment re-

fpecting God and his falvation ought to be formed

—

as comprifing, what is afterward mentioned in this

chapter, kieping the Sabbath, refraining from evil,

chooiing the things that pleafe the Lord, taking hold

of his covenant, loving the name of the Lord, and
being his fervants. In this extenfive fenfe, the ex-

hortation imports, that the doctrines and precepts of

the gofpel ought to be carefully preierved pure and
entire, as a valuable treafure committed to the

Church, for the improvement of which they are re-

fponfible to its blefied Author—That they fhould be
believed with the heart, confefTed with the mouth,
and uniformly obeyed throughout the whole of life.

—

Let us, who profefs to be the difciples of the holy and
juft One, walk honeftly as in the day, and endeavour,

by the exercifes here enjoined, to demonftrate the

fincerity of our faith in jefus Chrift, and to remove
thofe obftructions that might hinder renewed com-
munications of Divine mercy and grace.—Compli-
ance with this direction, is urged by two confi-

derations :

1 ft, Myfalvation is near to come, &c. Jefus Chrift,

the promiled Meffiah, may be here meant, who is

emphatically
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emphatically denominated the Salvation of God ;'

becaufe he obtained it by his death, bellows it by his

Spirit; becaufe it coniifts in conformity to him, in com-
munion with him, and the enjoyment of him.—He
is near ; the time of his advent quickly approached,

when he was to appear to the glory and joy of thofe

who were waiting for the confolation of Ifrael: He
is ever near, to enlighten your path, to conduct, affiit,

and animate you by his example, word, and Spirit,

to afford you protection and deliverance from every

adverfe power.

2d, And my righteoufnefs to be revealed. The
righteoufnefs of Jehovah may denote the rich dis-

plays which he was about to give of his juftice and

holinefs, of his love, faithfulnefs, and other glorious

perfections, in the redemption of his people, through

the obedience, fufferings, and death of his own Son.

He had manifefted his righteoufnefs in his holy law,

which ftridtly prohibits all manner of iniquity, and in

his providential difpenfations, wherein he hath {hewn

his juft difpleafure againft all un righteoufnefs of men;
and, at the time this prediction was announced, his

righteoufnefs was foon to be revealed in the gofpel,

for the remiffion of lins. Hitherto it had been more
obfcurely made known, but then the happy period

was not far off, when it was to be glorioufly exhibited

before the world. In the energetic language of the

apoftle of the Gentiles, writing to the faints at Rome,
* the righteoufnefs of God is manifefted, by fetting

* forth Jefus Chrift to be a propitiation, through faith

* in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs—that he
* might be juft, and thejuftifier of him that believeth
1 in Jefus*.'— lhe falvation and righteoufnefs of

Jehovah being revealed, and the hope that we cheriih

of their farther and clearer manifeftation, fhculd ope-

rate as a powerful incitement to keep judgment, and

to do juftice. The accomplishment ot God's pro-

mifes brings us under the ftrongeft obligations to

obferve his ftatutes; and the more precious the blei-

fings

* Rom. iii. 25, 26.
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lings he beftows, the more afiiduous ought we to be
to yield the univerfal fubjedtion he demands.

2. BlefTed is the man that doth this, and
the fon of man that layeth hold on it

:

that

keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and
keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

That he might mew the high importance of com-
plying with the preceding exhortation, our prophet

affirms, that the practice of the duties he inculcated

renders the perfon thus employed truly happv and
comfortable. BlefTed is the man that keeps judge-

ment and does juftice, and the ion of man who lay-

eth hold on it—who firmly retains it as he would do
any thing valuable, of which he is in danger of

being deprived by force or fraud, or of letting go
through inattention. He clofely and (teadily adheres

to the truth of the gofpel, and the obedience of its

precepts ; he holds fait his profeffion, the good
thing committed to his truft, endeavouring to keep
the commandment, without fpot and unrebukeable,

until the appearing of Jeius Chrill *. ' He endureth
* to the end, and (hall be faved f .'—Such a perfon is

really happy, and pronounced bieffed by the God of

truth, whole word cannot be reverfed, or fail of

taking effect. He enjoys the favour of God, a good
confcience, and many fubftantial benefits ; he per-

forms the duties effentially connected with fajvatior,;

and cherifhes the blelfed hope of everlafting life and
felicity in the future world. It muft be lb, for in

doing judgment and juftice, he in fome meafure re-

fembles the blelfed God, who exerciieth judgment
and righteoufnefs in the earth, and delighteth in thefe

things. He pofTeifes internal tranquillity and com-
fort ; for in the way of righteoufnefs is life, and in
the pathway thereof is no death; he finds, that, walk-
ing by this rule, peace and mercy is multiplied unto

him,

14. f Mat. xxiv. 13.
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him, and the reviving profpect is opened of ent eing

in through the gates into the city of the New Jeru-

falem *.

That keepeth the Sabbathfrom polluting it. This is

an eifential ingredient id the character of a blelTed

man. The inftitution of this day of facred reft, by
the command, example, and benediction of Jehovah,

is recorded Geneiis ii. 2, 3. The obfervation of it,

confifting in a total ceffation from worldly employ-
ments, in keeping the day holy to the Lord, and in

performing fublime fpiritual exercifes, fuited to the

defign of its appointment, was enjoined among the

precepts delivered to the Israelites from mount
Sinai \. Of fuch vaft importance is the fanctification

of the Sabbath, that the command refpecting it was
not only engroiTed on one of the tables containing

the moral law, but it was annexed both to the judi-

cial and ceremonial law J. It feems plainly to have

been intended as a commemorative (ign, a folemn

memorial of the creation ofthe univerfe, by the omni-
potent Word of Jehovah, in the fpace of fix days ;

and of the great Creator's having refted from all his

works on the feventh day, a circumftance exprefsly

mentioned in the fourth command. It was alfo a

memorial of the deliverance of the ifraelites from

bondage in Egypt, as appears from Deut. v. 15.

where, immediately after reciting the ftatute refpect-

ing the obfervation of the Sabbath, that people were
required to remember that they were fervants in the

land of Egypt, and that the Lord their God brought

them out thence. It befides afforded them an inftruc-

tive type, or figure, of the eternal redemption of the

Church of God from the fervice of fin and Satan, and
their introduction into glorious liberty and reft, ac-

complished by the Son of God in the fulnefs of time.

At the promulgation of the law, when God refted

from a glorious work he had effected, and was eftabli-

Ihing his worfhip among his people, in the view of their

entrance into reft in the land of Canaan, he re-ap-

pointed

* Rev xxii. 14. f Exod. xx. 8.

% Exod. xxiii. 23, 1 2, 13. and chap. xxxi. 12, 13.
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pointed the obfervation of the Sabbath And now,

under the gofpel, that the great work of redemption

is flnifhed by the Son of God, that the predictions and

types ofthe formeroeconomy are verified.the law ofGod
is fulfilled, the enemies of the uhurch are vanquiihed,

the promife of the Spirit accompliihed, the fure foun-

dation is laid in Zion by him, who, on his refurreclion

from the dead, entered into his rett—The old covenant

being abolifhed, the day of the Sabbath is changed from

that whereon God retted from his works of creation

to the firft day of the week, whereon the Son of God,

the author of the new creation, relied from his works.

The Sabbath day, then, is changed for the fame

reafons that the ftare of the Church is altered trom

what it was under the law, to what it is now under

the gofpel. Thefe circumftances, joined with the

example of the apoftles of Jefus Chriir., and the

preience and bk fling of God on his worihip perform-

ed on this facred day, ever fince the foundations of

the Chriftian Church were had, combine td enforce

the fan&ification of the Lord's day. They unite in

evincing the truth here afllrted, that a blclTed

man will keep the Sabbath from polluting it. \\ ith

pleafure he will cautioully abilain from what-

ever might profane the portion of time that bears the

name ot the Lord's day, which ought to be ktpt holy

to the Lord, and appropriated to the devout contem-

plation of his works, the grateful remembrance of

his mercies, and the duties of his worihip, wnereby
we may glorify him on their account. As no other

precept ot the law is here mentioned, it may be
defigned to comprehend the whole table of the law

to which it belongs, and to figniiy, tnat a truly

happy man does not profane the worihip, the name,
or babbatns of the Lord, but, with facred veneration,

gives him tOe homage and glory he demands.
And keepeth Lis hand from doing any evil. He

careiuily abftains from every ipecics of tranigreffion,

particularly thole which might prove hurtful to his

neighbour, that feera t® be chiefly intended in this

expieflion,
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exprefiion. The happy man does not neglect the

duty incumbent on him in the feveral ftations and
relations wherein he is placed, but performs them
with fidelity and diligence. He does not indulge

the corrupt paffions of envy and anger, of malice,

revenge, and cruelty; but patiently endures the inju-

ries he receives, and is ready to relieve the wants,

and to promote the comfort of his brethren. He not

only fhuns grofs ads of immorality, but thole grati-

fications which tend to encourage impurity, fuch as

idlenefs, intemperance, and bad company. He not

only forbears diihoneft practices, and avoids indolence,

profufion, and unlawful means of acquiring any en-

joyment; but ufes every proper expedient to procure

and preferve them, fuch as induftry, frugality, and
fidelity, with dependence on God for bleffing

and fuccefs. He not only refrains from faying or

doing any thing inconiiftent with truth, and the

reputation of his neighbour; but he maintains a Uriel:

regard to veracity, and endeavours to fupport the

credit and good name of thofe who are injurioufly

treated. Free from difcontent and avarice, he is

fatisfied with the Ration allotted to him by infinite

Wifdom, and fubmits, without repining, .to the

difpenfations of Divine Providence
;
placing his chief

happinefs in God and his falvation, and rejoi-

cing in his gracious adminiflration.—Such is the cha-

racter and conduct of the man here pronounced

bleffed; and from thefefew ftriclures you may learn

if you, my friends, can afcertain your claim to true

happinefs.

3. ^1 Neither let the fon of the ftranger,

that hath joyned h mfelf to the Lord, (peak,

faying, the Lord hath utterly feparated me
from his people: neither let the eunuch fay,

Beheld, 1 am a dry tree.

Ifaiah
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Ifaiah declares, that the privileges of the gofpel,

and the bleflings of Divine grace, were to be extend-

ed to perfons of every defcription, in every fituation ;

even to thofe who, under the former difpenfation, had

not been permitted to participate equally with the

pofterity of lfrael in the privileges of the Church.

He teaches the fame doctrine which the apoftle Peter

afterward preached, that ' God put no difference be-
* tween Jews and Gentiles, purifying their hearts by
* faith *;' that the children of both were to be admit-

ted, without exception, into the city of the living

God.—All the nations of the earth, beiide the

posterity of lfrael, were conlidered, under the Old

Teftament difpenfation, as ftrangers and aliens from

the covenants of promife, deflitute of right to the

immunities belonging to the peculiar people of God.

In the days of Solomon there were numbered, in the

land of Canaan, above one hundred and fifty-three

thoufand perfons of this defcription—Among them,

there were fome that joined themfelves to the Lord,

thankfully accepting of the bleflings contained in

his promifes, and devoting themfelves to his fervice,

were admitted to fhare in the privileges of his

Church. Their children, however, might be apt

to think, that they mould be excluded from the bene-

fits to be enjoyed under the new ceconomy of grace,

to which they had no claim in virtue of lineal defcent

from the father of the faithful To prevent fuch

miftaken apprehenfions, they are cautioned againft

propagating this injurious fentiment

—

The Lord
hath utterly feparated me from his people, &c. Such
a difhonourable fuipicion reipecting the Divine con-

duct was not to be indulged or communicated, left

it might prove a difcouragement to thofe who were in

this peculiar fituation, from entering into the king-

dom of God, to which they have equal accefs with

the defcendants of Abraham, iiaac, and Jacob.

They are therefore difluaded from entertaining (his

unfavourable opinion of their circumitances, that

Vol. IV. D d they

* Atfs xv. 9.
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they could no more claim a mare in the bleflings

enjoyed by the people of God under the New
Teftament, than men of other nations could have
inherited the land of Canaan with the congregation

of the Lord.

Neither let the eunuch fay, &c. Perfons in this

ftate were laid under ieveral reftrictions, and excluded

from fome advantages of no fmall importance, under

the former difpenfation. They were prohibited

from officiating in the fervice of God ; they were not

admitted into the priefthood ; they could not expedfc

to have the pleafure of a numerous offspring, the blef-

fing promifed to the pofterityof the renowned progeni-

tors of the Jewifh Nation, lnthefe circumftances, they

might imagine they were to fuffer no lefs hardfhips

under the New and better ceconomy of grace. To
check fuch defponding thoughts, they are informed,

that they were not to be fhut out from the Church
of God, and the royal priefthood, who mould offer

up fpiritual facrifices unto him, through Jefus Chrift

;

and that, though they had not children, they mould
yield the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs, which,

through the one Mediator, redound to the praife and
glory of God.—In this manner doth the Holy Spirit,

by our prophet, plainly intimate, that, in the (Jhrif-

tian Church, there is no difference between Jews
and Gentiles, no diftin&ion is to be made on account
of external condition ; that all mail participate equal-

ly in the bleflings of God's kingdom— 4 that the lame
* Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him *.'

That the righteoufnefs of God, ' which is by faith of
• Jefus Chriit, is unto all, and upon all them that
4 believe, for their is no difference f

.

4. For thus faith the Lord unto the eunuchs
that keep my fabbaths, and chooie the things

that pleafe me, and take hold of my cove-

nant.

Reviving

* Rorn. x. 12. f Rom. iii; 22.
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1

Reviving aiTurances are given by the Lord God,

to perfons who are particularly defcribed by their

peculiar circumftances and qualities. The words

before us are addrefTed to eunuchs, who, deftitute of

certain powers common to mankind, are neverthelefs

the objects of Divine regard as much as others, who
may be more efteemed in the world. Three things

are mentioned, appertaining to their character, which

are worthy of notice.— They keep my fabbaths, they

confcientioufly and devoutly obferve the Sabbath, as

often as it returns, not only when they have few

temptations to neglect that duty, but even when
itrongly lblicited to profane it, by unnecefTary recre-

ations and employments. In the fanctification of

this holy day they uniformly perfevere, nolwith-

ftanding the many oppolitions, from within and from

without, wherewith they have to contend. They
contemplate, with pleafure, the wonderful works of

God ; they remember, with gratitude, the glorious

deliverances he hath wrougnt; they humbly admire

the operations of his grace ; they cordially approve

of the inftitutions he hath appointed ; and endeavour

to give unto the Lord the glory due to his name.

—

Thus do they celebrate the reft he hath enjoined,

and look forward with hope and joy to the reft that

remaineth for the people of God.

And choojethe things that pieafe me, doing juftly and

loving mercy, and walking humbly with God, proving

what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect will of

God. Of this fort, are the celebration of his praifes,

and the magnifying of his name with thankigiving *.'

—The facrifices of righteouinefs, prefented with reve-

rence, faith, and affection f—Truth in the inward

parts, integrity, and uprightnefs of heart and con-

duct %—The faithful performance of relative duties :

hence the obedience of children to their parents is

urged by this consideration, that it is well-pleafing

to the Lord J—The doing good, and communicating
to

* Pfal. Ixix. 31. t Pfc'-Hx- 19.

% Prov. xi. 2C. $ Col. iii. 22.
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to fupply the neceffities of thofe who are in want *.

Far from confidering thefe things, which are pleafing

to God, as a drudgery or wearinefs, the perions

fpoken of diligently practife them as their chief bufi-

nefs, which affords them the higheft pleafure and fa-

tisfaclion. God working in them to will and to do,

they labour in all things to be accepted of him.

—

And take hold on my covenant. Cordially approving

of that Divine conflitution, which Jehovah hath

eftablifhed and revealed in the Scriptures, wherein he

hath declared what men may expedt from him, and
what he requires of them, they betake themfelves to

it as their hope and falvation, relying on his power

and faithfulnefs for the accomplifhment of his pro-

mifes, that they may be affiited and encouraged in

the ways of obedience—They apprehend Chrift

Jefus, the Mediator of the covenant ; they depend on

him for righteoufnefs and ftrength, with all the blef-

fings contained in the promifes of this well-ordered

covenant.—Let us, brethren, be folicitous to attain

this amiable character, and to avoid every thing in-

confiftent with the acquisition and poiTeflion of it

;

then may we hope to enjoy the high privileges men-
tioned in the next verfe.

5. Even unto them will I give in mine
houfe, and within my walls, a place and a

name better than of fons and of daughters : I

will give them an everlafting name, that fhall

not be cut off.

On perfons of the above defcription, the Lord pro-

mifes to confer thefignal benefits here recited. The
expreffion may allude to the divifion of the land of

Canaan among the tribes, the families, and houfes of
lfrael. Every one had his inheritance affigned to

him by lot, and his portion bare the name of the

tribe and family to which it belonged : hence we
read

* Phil. iv. 18.
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read of the land of Judah, of Zebulun, &-c.—Or it

may refer to the cuftom obferved by the Priefts and
Levites, to each of whom was affigned a particular

place, office, and ftation, in or about the temple,

which was known by his name, and tranfmitted to

his pofterity. Such were reckoned to have right * of
1 (landing and miniftering in the houfe of the Lord, of
1 lifting up their hands in the fan&uary, and blefling
6 Jehovah*.'—The Hebrew word, rendered place,

fignifies a certain determined, circumfcribed fpace

;

and in this fenfe it is ufed, Ezek. xxi. 19. where that

prophet was required by the word of the Lord, ( to

• choofe him a place at the head of the way to the city.'

This promife, which is given efpecially for the com-
fort of the perfons above defcribed, feems to import,

that the Lord God will grant them a more illuftrious

and permanent itation in his Church, under the New
Teftament, prefigured by the temple of old, than

any memorial that could have been tranfmitted con-

cerning them to following ages, by means of their

pofterity— that he will honour them with reputation

and celebrity in his kingdom, far preferable and
more durable than the fame which fathers of families

acquire by their children. It contains an explicit

aflurance, that though hitherto they had been ex-

cluded from holding honourable offices in the Church,

they were to have conferred upon them a defigna-

tion and employment of great refpe&ability and per-

petuity.

—

I willgive them an everlafting name, that

Jhall not be cut off. Ye fhall be called the children of

God—the prielts of the Lord, the minifters of our

God—a royal prieflhood, an holy nation, a peculiar

people—kings and priefts to God, even the Father,

that ye may offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable

through Jefus Chrift. This is an everlafting prieft-

hood, to which ye fhall be admitted, a name that

fhall never be obliterated, but be held in higheft

refpedt, and pleafing remembrance, throughout
all generations. This diftinguifhing privilege ye

Hi all

* Pfal. cxxxir. 2.



214 LECTURES on the Chap, LVI.

fhall enjoy in common with all thofe that choofe

the things which pleafe me, fo that in fpiritual mat-
ters there fhall be no difference betwixt you and
them.

6. Alfo the fons of the ftranger, that join

themfelves to the Lord, to ferve him, and- to

love the name of the Lord, to be his fervants,

every one that keepeth the fabbath from pol-

luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant.

Another clafs of people is defcribed in this verfe,

both with refpecl to their external circumftances
and fpiritual ftate. They are the children of the
ftranger, aliens from the commonwealth of lfrael,

who could not claim any privilege on account of
their defcent from that renowned patriarch, but were
difperfed over the face of the earth.

—

Thatjoin them-
felves to the Lord to ferve him. Having abandoned
thofe iniquities which feparated them from God, re-

nounced every other Lord befide him, and cordially

embraced the gofpel, they enter themfelves members
of the Church of Chrift, and are admitted to enjoy
communion with the Father of Spirits, and them
that are fpiritual

—

To be hisfervants. Deeply fen-

iible of his adorable grace, of his unalienable right to

their fubjeel ion, and their infinite obligations to advance
his glory, they deliberately choofe him for their Lord,
making his will the rule, and his approbation the
fcope of their aclions. Depending on him for fup-
port, protection, provilion, and recompence, they at-

tend to the intimations of his pleafure, and diligently

endeavour to occupy the talents wherewith they are
entrufted, fo as to promote the honour of their matter
in heaven.

—

And to love the name of the Lord, which
may denote the amiable difcoveries which he hath
given of his nature, character, perfections, and falva-

tion, in the works that he hath made, in the admini-

ilratbn
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juration of his providence, and the revelation of his

grace. It may more efpecially fignify the name by
which he proclaimed himfelf from heaven*, the

name which the'Lord Jefus declared, that he mani-

fefted to the men given him out of the world, the

name by which he is known and honoured by his

fervants, wherein they truft, and remember with

delight. This worthy name, whereby they are af-

fured that he is ready to pardon, to pity, and help,

they love with undhTembled affection, they revere

the glorious titles by which he hath made himfelf

known, they admire the wonderful difplays he hath

given of his Divine attributes, they gratefully ac-

knowledge his ineftimable benefits, they delight in

the illuftrious manifeftations he hath exhibited of

his love and grace in the gofpel, they receive his

w7ord, obferve his inftitutions, and obey his com-
mands. To fuch, his name is as ointment poured

forth ; it is their confidence and hope, their defence

and ftay % their confolation and joy.

Every one that keepeih the Sabbath, &c. The
obfervation of this day of facred reft, is here men-
tioned a third time in this chapter. It is dated in

ver. 2d to be an effential ingredient in the character

of a truly happy man. It is reprefented in ver. 4th

as indifpenfibly requifite in thofe who would enjoy

the accomplishment of the gracious promifes of Je-
hovah. Here it is introduced to illuftrate and am-
plify the defcription of the children of ftrangers, to

whom belong the privileges contained in the verfe

that immediately follows. This repetition plainly

fhews, that the fanclification of the Sabbath is a

momentous duty, acceptable to God, necefTary to

the enjoyment of real happinefs, and the precious

bleffings which are promiied in the wTord of God.
How unfriendly, then, are they to their own beft

interefts, and the good of fociety, who convert this

holy day into a day of bufinefs and amufement, who,
jnftead of fanctifying it according to the command-

ment,
* Exod. xxxiv. 5, Cj 7.
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ment, profane it by worldly employments and recre-

ations. On this day, which the Lord God hath

blefTed and appropriated to his own honour and
fervice, let us contemplate his glory, difplayed in

his works, in his law and gofpel, and heartily comply
with his will therein made known— Let us cordially

approve of this divine inftitution; and whilft we
celebrate this reft of Jehovah, let us aim, by means
of it, to enter into the reft that remains for the people

of God, which Jefus Chrift hath obtained for them
by his complicated labours and fufferings.

—

And
take hold of my covenant, relying on the promifes

it contains as their portion, trufting in Jefus Chrift,

the Mediator, as their righteoufnefs and ftrength, and
cleaving to its precepts as their counfellorsand guides.

—Thefe exercifes, that we have been confidering,

are intimately connected, and cannot be feparated.

They, and they only who join themfelves to the

Lord, will be his fervants : none but they who love

the name of the Lord, will do him acceptable fervice

;

and only they who keep his Sabbaths, will lay hold

on his covenant, as all their falvation and all their

delire.

7. Even them will I bring to my holy

mountain, and make them joyful in my houfe

of prayer: their burnt-offerings and their

facrifices Jhall be accepted upon mine altar;

for mine houfe fhall be called an houfe of

prayer for all people.

In language fuited to the former difpenfation, Je-

hovah gives explicit affiirance, to perfons pofTefling

the character above delineated, of the moft valuable

privileges.—Mount Zion, whereon flood the city

Jerufalem, the palace of the kings ofIfrael and Judah,
and the houfe of the Lord, was an eminent type of

the Church of Jefus Chrift under the New Tefta-

ment. It was denominated holy, becaufe the Lord
God
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God fanctified it, to be the place of his fpecial red-

dence, where the public exercifes of his worfhip were
to be performed, and where his people were honoured
with the fymbols of his prefence. Thefe circum-

ftances rendered that highly-favoured place com-
pletely emblematical of the Church, for which Jefus

Chrift gave himfelf, that he might fanctify them, and
make them truly glorious. Thither, God promifes

that he will bring perfons of the above defcription,

under the conduct of his good providence and Spirit,

that they may attend on the fervices of his houfe.

He will not only difpofe them to go there, but he
will fend forth his light and truth to be their guides

;

he will not only bid them welcome when they come,
but he will (hew them his glory, and beautify them
with his falvation.

And make them joyful in my houfe of prayer. The
temple of Jerufalem was emphatically defigned the

houfe of God, becaufe it was built by his exprefs

appointment; it was appropriated to his worfhip, and
favoured with his gracious prefence. It was a houfe

of prayer, wherein his chofen people prefented their

fupplications to him continually, and when they had
not opportunity of going there, they looked toward
it during the time they offered their requefts to the

Molt High. Now that this holy houfe does not

exift, we fix our attention on the houfe which is the

Church of the living God, that was thereby prefi-

gured. In the affemblies of his Saints, the Lord God
promifes to make them joyful by a comfortable fenfe

of his prefence, by manifestations of his power and
glory, the pledges of his love, the communications
of his Spirit, communion with him and his Son Jefus
Chrift. He declares, that he will make them glad in

attending his ordinances, where he vouchfafes to

meet with them, and where they receive fpiritual

light, ftrength, and comfort, from which refult the
moft pleafing fatisfaction. What happinefs and joy
muft arife from approaching the fountain of life, and
lource of all felicity, from drawing nigh to him who

Vol. IV. E e knoweth
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knoweth our wants, and can fupply them ; who is

acquainted with our doubts and fears, and is able to
difpel them; who obferves our weaknefles and dif-

treffes, and can relieve them ; who knows our fins,

and can fubdue them. Thefe circumftances contri-
bute, with others I flay not to mention, in promoting
the felicity of God's fervants, efpecially when they
are enabled to take the comfort which fuch benefits
are fuited to produce. This reviving aflurance hath
been fulfilled in the experience of many, who, with
forrowful hearts, have come to the congregation of
the Lord, from whence they have retired glad in
heart, and gone on their way rejoicing.

Their burnt offerings and their facrifices, &c. As
the promifes contained in this verfe feem to refer

chiefly to the oeconomy of grace under the New
Teftament, this expreffion is to be underftood in its

figurative fenfe. The offerings and facrifices here
intended, may be broken and contrite hearts, the
fruit of the lips, prayer and thankfgiving, doing good,
and communicating to the affiftance of the needy,
with the exercifes of righteoufnefs. With fuch fa-

crifices God is well pleafed ;
' for, (faith the Lord)

1 they (hall be accepted upon mine altar.' As in the
tabernacle, and afterward in the temple, an altar

was made by Divine appointment, whereon offerings

and facrifices were presented to God ; fo under the
New Teflament dilpenfation, Chriftians have an altar

whereon the facrifices of God are offered, and by
which they are fan&ified *. This is no other than
Jefus Chrift, in virtue of whofe atonement and inter-

ceifion, our offerings are accepted, and become well-

pleafing to the Lord. The words, diverted of figure,

itrongly intimate, that the Lord God takes fpecial

complacency in the fervices performed by his people,

"who take hold of his covenant. It muft be fo, they

themfelves being joined to the Lord ; they prefent

before him facrifices of righteoufnefs, which he him-
felf hath required, and cannot but approve of, being

the

* Heb. xiii, 19»
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the effects of his own grace, and the means of ad-

vancing his glory.—What great encouragement is

fuggefted by thefe promifes to the upright fervants

of God, who poflefs not equal external advantages

with many of their brethren ! Though they may
fufTer confiderable inconveniences, yet, if they love

the name of the Lord, he will bring them to his houfe

in the multitude of his mercy, he will gracioufly re-

gard their fervices, and they mall find, that he who
feareth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted

©f him.

For my houfe Jhall be called, &c. Thefe words
were cited by Jefus Chrift, when he went into the

temple of God, and caft out all them that bought
and fold in the temple, and overthrew the tables of

the money-changers, and the feats of them that fold

doves *. On that memorable occafion, he faid, * It

* is written, my houfe fhall be called a houfe of pray-
* er, but ye have made it a den of thieves.' By the

wonderful difplay he then gave of his omnipotence,

he (hewed, in the moft convincing manner, that the

temple dedicated to the wormip of Jehovah ought
not to be profaned by applying it to any other pur-

pofe than that to which it was confecrated. By this

emblematical action, whereby he manifefted his foli-

citude for the purification of the temple, our blefTed

Saviour difplayed his ardent zeal for the fanclification

of his Church, which is the houfe of God. Thither

people of all nations, and of all conditions, mall re-

ibrt, that they may participate of the bleffings and
privileges which are there to be enjoyed. The dif-

tincYions that were long preferved between Jews and
Gentiles being done away under the gofpel, no dif-

ference is to be made among the fervants of God,
whether Greeks or barbarians, bond or free, circum-
cifed or uncircumcifed, for they are all one in Chrift

Jefus f . All are formed into the fame image, all are

interested in the fame privileges, fubje&ed to the

fame authority, and employed in the fame reafonable

fervice,

* M*t. xxi. 12. f Gait iii. a8.
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fevvice, one eflential part of which is prayer. Hence
the Church, as here foretold, is called a houfe of

prayer, into which are collected people of all defcrip-

tions, and of all countries.

8. The Lord God which gathereth the

outcaftsof Ifrael, faith, Yet will I gather others

to him, befides thofe that are gathered unto

him.

Thefe words contain a remarkable prediction of

the enlargement of the Church, by a copious accef-

fion they were to receive from among the Gentiles.—

Of the many amiable characters the bleffed God
hath afiumed, the one now before us claims particu-

lar attention. He here fpeaks who gathereth the

outcafts of Ifrael. This is truly a glorious work of

omnipotence and grace, on account of which his

praifes mould be for ever celebrated, as the royal

Poet enjoins :
' Praife ye the Lord,—for he gathereth

' the outcafts of IfraelV After the Church of Ifrael

had provoked him to execute upon them the fierce*

nefs of his wrath, he fcattered them among the hea-

then. Having made them feniible of the enormity
of their fins, he extended tender compaffion to them,
he brought again their captivity, and gathered them
from among the nations where they were difperfed.

This wonderful work, whereby they were difpofed to

return to their own country, and thofe who had car-

ried them captive were inclined to allow them to

depart, could have been effected only by Divine
power ; and from this aftoniihing interpofition of

Providence, God takes the defignation mentioned in

this verfe. The gathering of thole who were ejected,

into the land given to their fathers for inheritance,

from the different regions into which they had been
driven away, mould remind us of a more important

reftoration from a much worfe captivity, and transfer

our

f Pfal. cxlvii. I, 2.
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our thoughts to the collecting of the redeemed of the

Lord from north, fouth, eaft, and weft, into his

kingdom ; accomplilhed by his Almighty agency,

for whom all things are poflible—to the gathering

together in one the children of God, that were Scat-

tered abroad *. This glorious peribn faith,

let will Igather others to him, &c. The Lord God
had already gathered into his Church many profe-

lytes from among the Gentile nations, who joined

them becaufe of the name of the Lord, whereof they

had heard. To them a very conliderable addition is

promifed to be made by the great Shepherd of the

flock, who was to bring his elect from the four winds

of heaven, and who, after he afcended on high, actu-

ally gathered into his fold, by the miniftry of his fer-

vants, great numbers of Parthians, Medes, Elamites,

and of every nation on the earth. As this prediction

does not feem to be limited to any particular period,

it may be conlidered as receiving farther accomplifh-

ment in following ages, wherein multitudes were

brought into the Church of Jems Chriit, to the know-
ledge, belief, and obedience of the gofpel, from

among the Germans, the Britons, and other kingdoms
Though the prophecy was in fome meaiure fulfilled,

by the miniftry of the apoftles and evangelifts, it

hath doubtlefs a farther completion in the fpread and
fuccefs of the gofpel in Europe, Alia, Africa, and
America, which fhall introduce th© happy period,

when all the kingdoms of the world (hall become
the kingdoms of our Lord and his Chrift.—With this

bright profpect fully in view, let us employ every in-

flituted mean, ana embrace every proper opportunity

of doing what lies in our power of conveying inftruc-

tion to the ignorant, of reclaiming the vicious, and of

reitoring thofe who have gone aftray to the Shepherd
and Biihop of fouls.—To every effort for accomplish-

ing thefe benevolent purpofes, let us unite fervent

prayer to God, that the conquelts of our glorious

Redeemer may extend from the riling of the fun to

the

* John xi. $2.



222 LECTURES on the Chap. LVI.

the going down of the fame, that in every place

incenfe may be prefented to him, and a pure offering.

9. 1f All ye hearts of the field, come to de-

vour, yea, all ye beafts in the foreft.

This order to execute awful judgments upon thofe

who are not particularly mentioned, but wTho may
be eaiily known by what is fubjoined in the follow-

ing verfes, is abruptly introduced. It is addreiTed,

not to thofe animals that roam in the fields and for-

efts, but to people who refemble them in ftrength,

rapacity, and cruelty, and who, like them, inhabit

wild uncultivated places, viz, the barbarous uncivi-

lized enemies of the kingdom of God. Though no-

thing is more diftant from their intention than the

fulfilment of God's purpofes, he is fometimes pleafed

to employ them, to inflict deferved punifhment on

his Church for their fins. The prophet Jeremiah,

having introduced Jehovah declaring his purpofe of

punifhing his people for their fins, by giving them
into the hands of the Chaldeans, he addrefles them
in fimilar terms with Ifaiah, in the verfe now before

us, * Come ye, aflemble all the beafts of the field,

• come to devour *'. Ye people who are fierce and
voracious, like the inhabitants of the fields and for-

efts, come and feize upon thofe who have become
the obje&s of my juft indignation ; at your pleafure

cruelly harafs, and greedily confume them, even as

ferocious animals do their prey.—This order, or pre-

diction, call it by what name you pleafe, hath been

accomplifned, by the ravages made by the iSaracens,

Tartars, and other barbarous people, who invaded

the more cultivated countries inhabited by Chrift-

ians, and who, by terrible irruptions, deftroved great

multitudes of thofe who bare the Chriftian name.

10. His

* Chap. xii. q.
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10. His watchmen are blind: they are all

ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they can-

not bark ; fleeping, lying down, loving to

flumber.

The Lord God, by our prophet, having admini-

stered confolation to his fervants, by many precious

promifes of his favour, and their enlargement, makes
a fudden tranfition, to reprefent the very deplorable

ftate to which the Church was to be reduced, in

confequence of the corruptions of the ecclefiaftical

orders among them. He delineates in figurative

language, adapted to the fubject, their lamentable

incapacity and infidelity, as the caufes of the def-
lating calamities wherewith they were to be vifited.—His watchmen are Hind. The minifters and paftors

of the Church are, in this and other paflages of fcrip-

ture, denominated watchmen, in allufion to the em-
ployment of fhepherds, who tend their flocks with

vigilance and care, or of thofe who, in cities, keep

guard by night, to prevent disturbances, and to give

notice to the inhabitants of approaching danger.

That they may perform aright the duties of their

function, be attentive to the flock over which the

Holy Ghoft hath made them overfeers, and the inte-

reds of the city of our God, with which they are in-

truded, they ought to pofTefs acute difcernment and

clear fight, that at all times, and in all things, they

may watch as they that rauft give account.—How
deplorable then the flate of the Church of God, when
they whofe office requires vigilance and prudence,

are blind, ignorant, and unfkilful, negligent in warn*

ing the people committed to their infpection of their

duty and danger, acting as if they knew net what

was incumbent on them in their different capacities

!

—When they (hew, by their conduct, that they are

unacquainted with the import, connection, and defign

of the doctrines of falvatipn, and with the nature and
order
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order of Divine difpenfations—that they do not un-
derltand and attend to thofe things which are requi-

fite to ftrengthen the weak, to inftruct the ignorant,

to convince gainfayers, to redrain the licentious, to

direct the perplexed, and to comfort the afflicted

and dejected, In this manner they difcover that

they are blind leaders of the blind.

They are dumb dogs, &-c. They are not only blind,

but they are alfo dumb. This expreflion feems to

allude to thofe ill-trained domeflic animals, who, when
employed to watch over cattle, do not gather into

the fhepherd thofe who ftray at a didance, and are

iilent when they lhould give notice of the approach

of what might fcatter or injure the flock. It inti-

mates, in ftrong terms, the indolence and inactivity

of the pallors and teachers of the Church, who,
through timidity or carelefsnefs, were filent when they

ought to have admonifhed the people committed to

their trull, of the iins whereby they might provoke
God to fend among them threatened defolating judg-

ments, and of the neceffity of their return to Jefus

Chrid, the chief Shepherd. Inattentive to the impor-

tant charge wherewith they were invefted, inftead

of inceflantly lifting up their voice to fhew God's

people their tranfgreilions, and faithfully rjjointing

out the way of efcape from impending evils, they arc

unconcerned about their bed interefts, and give no
fignals of coming danger.

—

Sleeping > lying down, &-c
The animals, to which our prophet alludes in this

defcription, when not actively employed, are inclined

To take eafe and fleep. In reference to this circum-

flance, he reprefents the perfons of whom he fpeaks

as addicted to lazinefs, idlenefs, and averfion to labour.

Though occupying a ftation that requires diligence,

vigilance,' and activity, they indulge in eafe and floth,

indifferent to the performance of the duties which
are neceflary to pleafe their Mailer, and to promote the

happinefs of thofe intruded to their care. The moil

pernicious confequences cannot fail to refult from
perfons of this character holding office in the Church

of
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of God, to thofe with whom they are connected, who
look to them for feafonable inftruction, good example,

and active exertions for their benefit.

n. Yea, they are greedy dogs, which can
never have enough, and they are fhepherds

that cannot understand : they all look to their

own way, every one for his gain from his

quarter.

The watchmen, whofe character is here deline-

ated, are farther defcribed by their unfatiable ava-

rice, and fondnefs of thofe things which may con-

duce to their own pleafure and advantage. Poffefling

a fordid, covetous difpolition, and ftrongly attached

to worldly enjoyments, they are dhTatisfied with the

emoluments they receive, and eagerly defire to have

larger incomes. Their minds being occupied, not

with concern about their flocks, but with the cares of

this life, they feek not the profit of many, that they

may be faved, but their own fecular interefts. Such
is the malignity of a prevailing worldly temper, that

it perverts the order of things, it eftablilhes in the

heart an oppofite interefl to the kingdom of God,

and gives that affection, folicitude, and confidence

to the creature, which is due to the Creator. Every
one may eafily fee, that this criminal attachment to

the prefent world is moft unfuitable in thofe who
profefs to ferve God in the gofpel of his Son, and that

it mult incapacitate them for the faithful difcharge

of their office.

—

And they arefiepherds that cannot

underftand. Abforbed by worldly cares, engaged in

vain amufements, and fond of fenfual pleafures, they

cannot affiduoufly ftudy to advance the eternal

falvation of their people. Involved in ignorance of

Divine things, and hardened through the deceitful-

nefs of fin, they have little time, inclination, or abi-

lity, to attend to the facred interefts of thofe over

whom they are called to watch. They cannot pru-

dently diftinguifh the different fpiritual conditions of

Vol. IV. F f thofe
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thofe whoconftitute their flocks,nor do they diligently

endeavour to feed them with found knowledge and
underftanding, in the fear of the Lord.

They all look to their own way, &-c. Thefe words

reprefent the extreme felfifhnefs and ambition of the

watchmen who are here defcribed. Regardlefs of

the honour of God, the profperity of his Church, and
the falvation of men, the great objects they ought to

have kept continually in view, their chief aim is to

acquire worldly gain, and to aggrandize themfelves

and families. So general was the corruption at the

time elpecially referred to, that every one (there

were very few exceptions) was earthly minded, pur-

fuing the riches, the honours, and pleafures of this

life, each anxious in his place to increafe his revenue
and porTeffions. As the pious Mr. Henry obferves,

their leading enquiry is, What mall we get, not

what (hall we do. Let them have the wages, and
they care not whether the work be done or not. In
this manner they appropriated to themfelves the

odious character, of the prevalence of which the

apoftle Paul complains in thefe words : * All feek
* their own things/ their own convenience, profit, and
honour; and not the things which are Jefus ChrifVs

—

the fpread, eftabliihment, and fuccefs of the gofpel,

with his Spirit and prefence to accompany the ordi-

nances of his inftitution. ' For they that are fuch
' ferve not our Lord Jefus Chrift, but their own belly,

* and by good words and fair fpeeches deceive the
* hearts of the fimple *.

12. Come ye, fay they, I will fetch wine,
and we will fill ourfelves with ftrong drink,

and to-morrow fhall be as this day^ and much
more abundant.

Our prophet exhibits the watchmen of whom he
fpeaks, encouraging each other in voluptuoufnefs,

intemperance, and riot. One invites his companions
to an entertainment, with an aflurance of plenty of

good
* Rom, xvi. 18.
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good wine, of which they might drink without re-

ftraint. By fuch an immoderate ufe of flrong drink

as is inconfiftent with their profeflion and office,

they give bad example, they abufe the bleffings of

Divine providence, they injure their health, they

fquander away their time, and are rendered incapable

of attending to the duties of their facred function.

—

And to-morrow /hall be as this day, &c. Notwitbk

Handing they know not what (hall be on the morrow,

or what a day may bring forth, they pvomife them-

felves the continuance and increafe of the good

things of this prefent life. The words are expreflive

of an indolent, diffipated temper, indifferent to the

practice of thofe fpiritual exercifes incumbent on the

paftors of the Church of God, and plainly fhew that

ienfual indulgences are infinuating and pernicious,

efpecially to thofe invefted with the character of

watchmen.
The fulfilment of this prophecy, reflecting the

profligacy of the clergy, commenced early in the

Chriftian Church, and became very confpicuous in

the third century. A celebrated hiftorian, treating

of that period, fays, * That the form of ecclefiaftical

4 government, which by imperceptible Heps varied
1 from the primitive rule, was ibon followed by a train

1 of vices, which difhonoured the character and autho-
4 rity of thofe, to whom the adminiftration of the

' Church was committed. For though feveral yet

* continued to exhibit to the world illuftrious ex-

• amples of primitive piety and Chriftian virtue, yet
* many were funk in luxury and voluptuoufnefs,

• puffed up with vanity, arrogance, a;:d ambition,

' poffefTed with a fpirit of contention and difcord,

' and addicted to many other vices that caft an un-
1 deferved reproach upon the holy religion of which
• they were the unworthy profefTors and minifters *'—

•

And after having traced through following ages the

growing corruptions of the minifters of the Church,
he

# Moflieim's Ecclcfaftic?.! Hiftory, tranflatcd by Dr. M'Laine,

Vol. I. page 216.
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he thus writes, when giving an account of the fif-

teenth century : * The greateft part of the biihops
' and canons pafled their days in diffolute mirth and
* luxury, and fquandered away, in the gratification of
' their lulls and pallions, the wealth that had been
' fet apart for religious and charitable purpofes *.

—

And 1 may add, upon evidence that cannot be con-

troverted, that this prediction hath been lamentably

verified in fubfequent periods of the Church.

Ibid. Vol. III. page 292—24 edition.

PRHLI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

HAVING defcribed the odious character of the

paftors and teachers of the Church, from whom
corruption frequently proceeds to the people in

general, our prophet delineates, in the fection of his

difcourfe now to be considered, the degenerate, de-

plorable (late of the whole collective body at the

time to which he looked forward.——He begins

with condoling the miferable ftupor and inienfibility

that had feized upon all ranks, and arrived at fuch

an alarming height, that, without uneaiinefs or con-

cern, they obferved righteous and good men re-

moved from approaching calamities to the enjoyment

of undiflurbed tranquillity and repofe, ver. i, 2.

Jehovah is then introduced, calling before his tri-

bunal the apoftate Church, who are fharply reproved

for having cruelly harraiTed and perfecuted his up-

right fervants, the valiant confeflbrs of the truth,

ver. 3, 4. He charges them with having perpe-

trated the enormous crimes of idolatry, fuperrtition,

and murder of the innocent, whofe blood they had
ihed without provocation ; and on thefe accounts

denounces Divine judgments, ver. 5— 13. The
amendment and reformation of the Church from this

vicious ftate is next foretold ; and the miniilers of the

word are excited to engage in effecting this great

work which is affigned to them, ver. 14. After

which the chapter concludes,by exhibiting the riches

of Divine grace, manifefted in granting to the peni-

tent and broken-hearted,who truly repent, and humbly
accept of the mercy of God, the forgivenefs of fins,

admiflion into favour, and the confequent enjoyment,
of that facred peace, from which the wicked are ex-

cluded, ver. 13—21,

CHAP,
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CHAR LVIL

THE righteous perifheth, and no man lay-

eth it to heart; and merciful men are

taken away, none confidering that the right-

eous is taken away from the evil to come.

Thefe words, which may be confidered as intro-

ductory to what follows, contain a mournful

complaint, that there were very few who applied

their minds to confider the immature and violent death

of remaining good men, and who viewed this difpenfa-

tion of providence as a fad prefage of approaching

judgments.—The righteous here fpoken of are thofe

who have attained this character by faith in the great

Median, the Lord our righteoufnefs, in whom all the

feed of lfrael are j unified, and glory, who is the end
of the law for righteoufnefs, to every one that believ-

eth.—Having the precious feeds of righteoufnefs fown
in their hearts, they cherifh every divine grace, they

pra&ife every amiable virtue; fuch as piety toward

God, juftice and beneficence to their brethren of

mankind, diligently endeavouring, from unfeigned

love to God and their neighbour, to abound in the

fruits of holinefs and righteoufnefs, which are by
jefus Chrifl to the glory of God.—Merciful men are

next mentioned. Being full of mercy, they are 're-

plete with its precious fruits. Having put on bowels

of mercy, they feel tender iympathy with the dif-

trefTed; they are affectionately concerned to fuccour

them under all their afflictions, whether proceeding

from foul or body. Beholding, with real compafiion,

their fellow mortals labouring under dangerous fpirit-

ual diflempers,and laying up in itore wrath againit the

day of wrath, grieved with the difmalprofpec~t,they do
what lies in their power, that they may be delivered

by him who is able to fave to the uttermoft. From
love
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love to God, and a fenfe of his authority, they feed the

hungry, they clothe the naked, and vifit the deftitute,

efpecially among the difciples of Jefus Chrift, on

whom they confer fubitantial fruits of unfeigned

arTedion. They diftribute to the necefiities of thofe

who are in ftraitened circumftances, and fhew mercy

with chearfulnefs, aiming, as they are required, to be

merciful as their Father in heaven is merciful. How
valuable, how ufeful are fuch people! what a blefling

to all around them, and what an immenfe lofs is their

departure to the fociety wherewith they are connec-

ted, when
Tbeyperi/b, and are taken away, through neceffity

and want, through the malignity and barbarity of

their pefecutors, through the falfe accufations of their

adversaries, and the iniquitous fentences of their

judges. They are taken from off the earth, in fome

inftances, by alarming ftrokes of divine Providence ;

in others, by the wicked hands of men, who have

accounted them unfit to live in fociety. Thofe

who have efcaped fuch tragical exits, who have not

fufFered the trials of fcourgings, of imprifonments, of

tortures, whereofthe writer of the epiftle to the He-
brews fpeaks, chap. xi. 36, 38. have decayed and
died, according to the courle of nature, and perifhed

from among the children of men. They are then

loft to thofe with whom they formerly had been con-

verfant, even as wifdom is faid to periih from the

ancient, when they ceafe to enjoy the benefit of it.

In whatever way they are removed from the places

of their refidence, whether by extraordinary calami-

ties, by violence, by contagion, diieafe, or decay, the

focieties to wnich they proved effential bleifings muft
fuftain an immenfe lofs, by being deprived of their

examples, their counlels, prayers, and reproofs, their

good converfadon, and beneficent cares and labours.

Bow deplorable the ftate of the Church, when

—

No man layeth to heart fuch afflictive difpenfations!

Such was tne lamentable infenfibility of thofe who
furvived at the period referred ty, that, far from being

fuitably
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fuitably affected with bereavements of this fort, which
ought to have been laid to heart, not only by the

godly, but alfo by their neighbours, and even by
their enemies, they difcovered the utmoft indifference

and unconcern

—

None confidering that the righteous is taken away
from the evil to come. What a d i It reffing fcene is

here defcribed ! The choicer!: bleffings which God
vouchfafes to beftow on a degenerate age, which
ought to be highly efteemed and improved, little

regarded whilft continued ; and taken away without

forrow or regret by thofe among whom they dwelt,

and by whom they were known. People in general

wTere fo inconfiderate and fenfelefs, that very few
ferioufly thought of the defign which infinite Wif-
dom had in view to accomplifh by the removal of

the excellent ones of the earth. The operations of

Providence, refpecting thefe eminent men of God,
did not attract the attention, or occupy the thoughts

of the carelefs multitude, who did not confider their

death as indications of the Divine difpleafure toward
thofe who were deprived of their falutary influence,

and fad prefages of approaching judgments. Their
minds were not impreiled with a proper fenfe of fuch

mournful events, whereby the hearts and the hands
of thofe who remained were enfeebled, the interefts

of religion were like to decay, and that awful judg-

ments would probably follow. Thefe deplorable ef-

fects, which often accompany the departure of the

fervants of God from the Rations they filled, were not

viewed as fatal omens of future miferies, intended by
the evil to come.—Many remarkable inftances might
be adduced of the kindnefs of God, in taking away
his people before he fent terrible things in righte-

oufnefs, which were not to be looked for by thofe

around them. 1 fliall mention only one of many:
jofiah, king of Judah, who humbled himfelf before

the Lord, was laid into his grave in peace, and his

eyes did not behold the evil which God brought on

Jerufa-
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Jerufelem *.—I conclude this article with the prayer
of David, king of Ifrael. * Help, Lord, for the go<!ly
* man ceafeth, and the faithful fail from among the
* children of men f.' Thou hope of Ifrael, and favi*

our thereof in times of trouble, thou alone canft af-

ford us the afliftance and relief that we need. Help
us, we earneftly befeech thee, humbly to fubmit to

thy all-wife difpofals ; fupport us under our bereave-

ments; preferve us from defpondency and every

evil temper ; moderate our afFe&ions toward the

creatures, and fet them on things above. En-
able us to place our entire dependance on thee

for wifdom, grace, and comfort, who canft fupply all

our wants, that we may improve by our loffes, to thy
glory, to our own benefit, and the good of our breth-

ren.

2. He fhall enter into peace : they fhall

reft in their beds, each one walking in his up-
rightnefs.

The righteous and merciful man is taken away
from evil, and admitted into a ftate of tranquillity

and repofe. The firft part of the verfe reprefents

the felicity into which his foul is admitted after his

departure from this prefent ftate. Through the

gate of death, his immortal fpirit makes its efcape

from fears and cares, animofities and reproaches,

from miferies and forrows, whereby he was perplexed

and diftrefTed during his abode on earth. Completely
delivered from all thole difturbances and uneaiinefles

whereby he was here annoyed, he is introduced into

thofe ferene and peaceful regions, where there is no-

thing to hurt or deftroy, where perfect love, harmony
and joy, reign for ever. When in this world, the

peace of God, that paffeth all underftanding, enter-

ing into his heart and mind, kept him calm and
tranquil ; but on his demife, he enters into abundant
Vol. IV. G g peace,

* 2 Kings xxii. 18. etfeq, + Pfal. xii. J»
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peace, which lhall laft not only while fun and moon
endure, but after thefe glorious luminaries are ex-

tinguifhed, through immortal ages. Having been
regenerated by God's Spirit, guided by his counfel,

and continually attended by goodnefs and mercy
while on earth, on his removal, the Lord receives his

fpirit, to dwell in everlafting habitations. * He re-

* deems his foul from the power of the grave, for he
f will receive him *.' After the example of the pro-

phet David, of the martyr Stephen, and of a greater

than they, in the immediate profpecT: of diflblution,

he faith to his God and Saviour, * Receive my fpirit
f

* for thou hall redeemed me, O Lord God of truth f
.'

In this joyful profpecl:, he is confident and willing,

as faith the apoftle Paul, to be abfent from the body,

and prefent with the Lord,

They /ball reft in their beds, &c. This expreffion

may relate to the bodies of the righteous and the

merciful. The graves, wherein their bodies are depo-

pofited after death, are reprefented in Scripture as a

bed, wherein they reft from the labours and toils

which they fuflained in this life, from the troubles

with which they were affiicled, the griefs whereby
they were agitated, from the temptations and fins

that here difturbed their repofe J. In reference to

the reft and quiet enjoyed in bed, the ftate into which
the dead bodies of the faints are configned, is fpoken

of as a fleep § t
which intimates the true fignin.car.ion

of the Hebrew word here ufed, which denotes a com-
pofed fettled condition.—Though it fometimes hap-

pens, in an evil time, that the bodies of the righteous

are not treated with the reipccl due to them, but
denied decent burial, have been expofed in the

ftreets, caft into the fire or the water, or devoured by
wild beafts, yet for moft part they are interred in

graves ; and thofe which have been worft abufed,

were totally infenfible to the rage and infults of their

perfecutors ; fo that, in fome fenfe, the truth here af-

ferted

* Pfal xlix. 15. f Pfal. xxxi. 5.

% Job iii. 13. et/eq. § Pfal- xiii. 3.
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ferted is verified to all who are waiting for the re-

demption of their bodies. Death putting a period

to all the afflictions and forrows of this life,
4 in the

* grave the weary be at reft.'—This is the peculiar

happinefs of the righteous and the merciful ; and to

prevent miftakes, it is added, as farther defcriptive of

their character,

Each one walking in his uprightnefs, or, as the He-
brew words are rendered on the margin of fome bibles,

they are men of kindnefs or godlinefs, each acting

uniformly in thefervice of God; and, proceeding pro-

greffively in the paths of righteoufnefs, they prefs for-

ward to obtain the prize of their high calling. Walk-
ing wTorthy of God unto all well-pleafing, they go,

under the direction of his good Spirit, in the way of

his commandments ; under a lively fenfe of his pre-

fence, they decline not to the right hand or to the

left, but take heed to order their fteps according to

the word of God, folicitous to advance his honour,

and to promote the welfare of their brethren of man-
kind. In this line of good conduct: they fteadiiy

proceed, with uprightnefs and integrity of heart,

with fincerity before God, and honetty in the fight

of men, remembering the proverb, which faith,
4 He that walketh in his uprightnefs feareth the
* Lord *. He who acts with unfeigned fimplicity, is

habitually influenced by the fear 'of the Lord, which
confifts in departing from evil. Such is the cha-

racter of thofe who fliall be admitted into the peaceful

manfions of eternal relt,that await the faithful fervant£

of God in the future world.—This prophecy, which

hath been fulfilled in the feveral ages of the Church,

was remarkably verified at the time referred to in the

eonclufion of the preceding chapter, wherein ini-

quity greatly abounded, and the love of many
waxed cold. In the ninth and tenth centuries, when
corruption in the Church mounted to the moft enor-

mous height, men were fhamefully illiterate and
ilupid; and, being immerfed in ignorance and fenfu-

ality,

* Proy. xiy. 2,
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ality, were addicted to the mod flagitious crimes.

Even then, there were among them a few names
which defiled not their garments, who walked in

their uprightnefs, and departing this life, entered into

peace, and refted in their beds. The Lord, who for-

faketh not the righteous, having guided them by
his counfel, received them afterward to his glory.

3. H But draw near hither, ye fons of the

forcerefs, the feed of the adulterer, and the

whore.

Our prophet proceeds, in the name of God, to

convince the apoftate Church, he now addreifes un-

der very odious defignations, of their atrocious wick-

ednefs and grievous defection from God. He calls

upon them to draw near, and feat themfelves before

the righteous tribunal of the Almighty, that he

might arraign their cruel treatment of his good

and faithful fervants. He befpeaks their atten-

tion, as being the pofterity of evil doers, who had

been perfidious in God's covenant, who vouchfafed

to be called their hufband ; having formed connec-

tion with thofe who pretended to foretel future events,

with whom they confulted in circumftances of dif-

trefs. Their progenitors committed thefe crimes,

and their defcendants approved their conduct, and

imitated their corrupt practices. The Lord God,

who vifits the iniquity of the fathers upon the child-

ren, reminds them of the (ins of their anceftors, and

their intimate connection with them whofe example

they followed. Thefe circumftances ought to have

excited profound felf abafement, and true penitence

in thofe to whom this difcourfe is directed, efpecially

when attention is demanded to the heavy charge

brought againft them, and the dreadful doom to

which they were expofed.

4. Againft
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4. Againft whom do ye fport yourfelves?

againft whom make ye a wide mouth, aiid

draw out the tongue? are ye not children of
tranfgreffion, a feed of fallhood?

Againft whom do yefport—exult, and glory, as un-
worthy of your regard, and proper objects of con-

tempt, rejecting, with fcom and ridicule, their admo-
nitions and reproofs, and vilifying, by odious afper-

lions, their doctrine, worfhip, and conduct ?

—

Againft
whom make ye a wide mouth—in laughter and deri-

fion, in noify exclamation, in grievous accufations,

abufing them as the pefts of fociety, and the off-

fcouring of all things ?

—

And draw out the tongue, that

with infolent contempt ye may feoff and ridicule

them, as did the enemies of David, king of Ifrael,

when they opened their mouths wide againft him,
and faid, * Aha, aha, our eye hath feen * ?

—

Are ye
not children of tranfgreffort, whofe minds being at en-

mity againft God, ye prefumptuoully violate his laws,

ye obitinately perfift in rebelling againft his autho-

rity, and in treacherouily departing from him whofe
wrath and vengeance ye have incurred ?

—

Afeed of
falfehood and deceit, who pretend to be what in truth

ye are not, who cherifh the moft delufive imagina-

tions, who endeavour, by fraudulent methods, to

have your wiihes gratified, and have become the

inftruments of feducing many into your evil ways?—
Thefe pointed interrogatories ftrongly intimate, that

the anceftors of thole who are here addrefled, were
replete with iniquity and deceit, and that they, their

children, bare to them a very ftriking refemblance
in temper and practice, whilit they forcibly defcribe

the prodigious height of depravity at which they had
arrived.

7. Enflaming
* Pfal. XXXV. 2£.
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5. Enflaming your felves with idols under

every green tree, flaying the children in the

vallies under the clifts of the rocks ?

The apoftate Church is next charged with ido-

latry, fuperftition, and murder, of all other crimes

the moil heinous and deteftable.—I fuppofe that

lfaiah, in this panage, defcribes the private idolatry

of the Romifh Church under the New Teftament,

in terms that have an obvious reference to the rites

and ceremonies of ancient times. The Hebrew
word, fignifying an idol, denotes a thing of no vaJue,

that is good for nothing. In conformity to this

idea, the apoftle Paul affirms, * that an idol is nothing
* in the world.' Though the materials whereof it is

compofed are fomewhat, it is not what it is fuppofed

to be : it is not God, it is not felf-exiftent and omni-

potent, it is incapable of governing the univerfe, nor

can it afford any aid to its votaries. Notwithstanding

all this, the people defcribed were extremely fond of

ferving them, they were mad upon their idols ; urged

by ardent defires of having their impetuous paffions

gratified, even by unlawful means, they frequently

and fervently implored their affiftance.

—

Under every

green tree performing fuperftitious rites, and paying

religious honours to thoie whom they confidered as

illuftrious heroes, the benefactors and guardians of

mankind, who were imagined to have the imme-
diate direction of the bleffings and calamities of

life.

Slaying the children in the valleys, &c. In this

article of the charge, there feems to be an allulion to

the cuftom of fome ancient nations, who, when their

princes or governors found that they wTere difcomfited

by their enemies, and reduced to great diftrefs, in

order to appeafe the gods, and to induce them to

execute vengeance on their conquerors, they flew

their children, and offered them in facrifice to their

dei-

* Rom. iii. 25, 26.
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deities *. The idolaters among the Jews feem to
have adopted flmilar fentiments. Hence the inqui-

ry, made in the prophecies of Micah f, by thofe who
who were fenfible of their tranfgreffions J. They
brought their children into a valley, appropriated to

the mod inhuman purpofes, where they made them
to pals through the fire, where they flew them, and
offered them in facrirke to the idols which they fer-

ved This valley, fituated near Jerufalem, was call-

ed the valley of Hinnom, becaufe of the roaring of
the children, and Tophet on account of the prodigi-

ous noife made to prevent the fhrieks of thofe that

were flain and facrificed from being heard. Such
horrid inftances of barbarous cruelty were not unfre-

quent, even among parents who were inftru&ed in

the good and perfect will of God, as the royal Pfalmift

acknowledges
J .

* They facrificed their fons and
4 their daughters unto devils,' who were confidered

as the great agents in nature, the diftributers of
benefits and calamities among the inhabitants of the
earth. The abominable rites and inftitutions, which
at the period referred to, di (honoured the Chriftian

Church, derived their origin from the errors and
barbarous cuftoms that prevailed among heathen
nations, and the abfurd notions entertained concerning
the Supreme Being, who they.imagined was rendered
propitious by coftly facrifices.

6. Among the fmooth (tones of the flream is

thy portion; they, they arc thy lot: even to

them halt thou poured a drink-offering, thou
haft offered a meat-offering. Should I receive
comfort in theie ?

Our
* 2 Kings iii. 27. f Chap. vi. 7.

J See Pfalologus Hebreo-Mixtus Auftore Johanne Leufden Dif-
iertation Quadragefima Secunda, &c.

j Pfal. cvi. ?6.
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Our prophet inveighs, with great vehemence,

againft the practice of fuperftitious idolatrous rites,

and points out their fatal confequences. The cuftom

of worfhipping certain kinds of ftoncs was frequent in

fome places in ancient times; and this ufage was

adopted, it feems, by thofe to whom this difcourfe

was particularly directed. Having made their ado-

rations to the fmooth ftones found in fome ftream or

valley, thefe worthleis things, from which they could

not derive any affiftance or fatisfaction, were to prove

their portion and inheritance. Whatever be your

foolifh expectations, however you may applaud your

conduct, they, infigniiicant as they are, (hall be the

portion which you (hall have from him who renders

to every one according to his works. He that foweth

iniquity fhall reap vanity*; he mall feel the lofs of

his mifemployed talents, and the difgrace that remits

from his egregious folly.

—

Even to them hqfi thou

poured, &.. Thou haft prefented to thefe deteftable

objects of thy adoration, thofe oblations and acts of

homage, which thou oughteft to have ofFered to the

only living and true God: Withholding them from

him to whom alone they are due, thou haft tranf-

ferred them to lying vanities; and having provoked

to anger the Lord God, to whom belongeth recom-

penfe, it is juft that you fliould inherit your own
choice.

—

Should I receive comfort in thefe things which

are offered to them that are fubftituted in my place,

and to whom you give the honours which are due to

me alone? Can you be fo abfurd as imagine that I

take pleafute in thofe, who, inftead of worfhipping me
according to my command, are employed in the

fervice of the moft trifling objects? The queftion plain-

ly intimates, that the threatened vengeance is founded

in the ftricteft equity, and muft approve itfelf to the

confciences of well informed impartial people—and

that though God is long-fuffering, he will certainly

avenge his injured honour, and puaifh atrocious

tranfgreffors

* Prov, xxii. 8,
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tranfgreflors in a manner fuited to his majefty and
their crimes

7. Upon a lofty and high mountain haft

thoj fet thy bed : even thither wentell thou

up to offer facrifice.

The apoftate Church are charged with having

committed, in a public and confpicuous manner, the

moil abominable fuperftitions, and idolatrous prac-

tices. The bed which is here mentioned, may de-

note the couches whereon, according to an ancient

cuflom in eaflern countries, they refled at feftivals

and banquets, obferved in honour of the gods that

they ferved. According to this fenfe of tiie word,

the expreffion imports, that, far from keeping their

facred feafts in groves and fequeflrated places, where
they might not be noticed, they were guilty of

lewd, deteftable tranfactions, in the moll open and
public manner. For this purpofe, the moil confpi-

cuous places were chofen for their entertainments,

where various criminal paflions were indulged.—-

Even thither wentejl thou up to facrifice. The facri-

fices offered to Jehovah, under the former difpenfa-

tion, were required to be prefented at the temple of

Jerufalem, which flood on Mount Zion. In reference

to this inftitution, probably, facrifices were offered to

idols on high grounds, by thofe againfl whom this

charge is preferred. Such was the prevailing fuper-

flition of the times, that people brought their obla-

tions to places of the greateil eminence and publi-

city, and there prefented them to thofe who by na-

ture are not God.

8. Behind the doors alfo and the polls haft

thou fet up thy remembrance : for thou haft

discovered thyfelf to another than me, and art

gone up : thou haft enlarged thy bed, and

Vol. IV. H h made
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made thee a covenant with them j thou lovedft

their bed where thou faweft //.

The fifth article contained in this heavy charge, is

exprefTed in thefe words which are now to be confi-

dered, By the remembrance here mentioned, is

meant the images and houfehold gods, which were
the obje&s of the people's frequent recollection, re-

fpecl, and veneration. Thefe figures, or fmall fta-

tu?s, were fuppofed to preferve in fafety the fami-

lies wherein they had their ftation, and were often

placed, as our prophet intimates, befide the doors and
door-polls, that thofe who went out and came in

might call them to mind, and have opportunity of

paying them homage.

—

For thou haft dijcovered an-

other than me, (faith God) ' Thou hall provoked me
* to anger with flrange gods, with gods whom thou
' knewefl not, with new gods that came newly up,
' and haft ibrfaken the God that formed thee* And
art gone up to high places, to do them fervice, and to

pay them honours.

—

Thou haft enlarged thy bed, and
greatly extended the places wherein you find the

moft pleafing indulgencies and higheft ienfual grati-

fications, in revellings and banquetings, and abomi-
nable idolatries f.—And made thee a covenant with

them. Notwithstanding 1 admitted thee, (faith God)
into intimate relation with myfelf, and thou becameft
bound faithfully to adhere to me and my fervice,

thou hall divefted thyfelf of dependence on me, and
perfidiouil/ joined thyfelf to other lords befide me.

—

Thou lovcdit their idolatrous rites, and obfervedft the

fuperflitious ceremonies whereon many place their

truft, and repofe themfeives with fome degree of eafe

and fatisfaction.

9. And thou wenteft to the king with
ointment, and didft increafe thy perfumes,

and
* Deut. xxxii. 16. f i Pet. iy. 5.
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and didft fend thy meflengers far off, and
didft debafe thyfelf even unto hell.

The apoftate Church is farther charged with
having paid too great veneration to fome perfon of

eminence, and given to him the honour due to Je-
hovah, from whom only falvation is to be expected.

As our prophet does not name the prince he in-

tended, various conjectures have been formed re-

fpedling the perfon who is meant. If the charge is

confidered as brought againft the people of Judah,
the Aflyrian monarch may be alluded to ; for to him
meffengers were fent from king Ahaz, faying, ' I am
' thy fervant and thy fon, come up and lave me out
' of the hand of the King of Syria *.' Thefe am-
feaffadors, which were fent to Babylon, probably
carried with them, according to eaftern cuftom,

a prefent of fome excellent oil and rich perfumes,

along with the filver and gold which are exprefsly

mentioned in the hiftory of that tranfadlion f . By
this unworthy expedient, the Jewifh people debafed

themfelves and difhonoured God, whofe affiitance

they ought to have implored.—But as this prophecy,

according to the hypothefes I have adopted, relates

chiefly to the Chriftian Church when degenerated

and corrupted, the Roman Pontiff, the king of

myftical Babylon, may be intended, who, for ages,

was confidered as the vicar of Jefus Chriff, and the

difpenfer of his grace to the children of men. To
this haughty, powerful potentate, ambaffadors were
difpatched, with valuable gifts from different parts of

Alia and Europe, to conciliate his favour, and to obtain

his benediction. By this mean, fervile compliance,

thofe who acted in this manner fhamefully debafed

themfelves, and incurred the dread difpleafure of

that God who will not give his glory to another.

10: Thou

* 2 Kings xvi. 7. f Ver. 8.
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io. Thou art wearied in the greatnefs of

thy way ; yet faidft thou not, There is no

hope: thou haft found the life of thine

hand ; therefore thou waft not grieved.

The crimes committed by the corrupt Church be-

came more heinous by their obftinate perfeverance

in wickednefs.—In the firft part of the verfe, there

feems to be allufion to a traveller, who, having en-

tered on a long and hazardous journey, in which he

has to furmount many obftacles and difficulties, be-

comes much fatigued whilft he continues to go for-

ward, in the expectation of arriving at the place of

his deflination with confiderable advantage. The
way fpoken of, is the courfe whereby thofe who are

travelling to another and better country proceed, in

order to reach the end they have in view. The
greatnefs of the way, wherein they were tired, confid-

ed in its being irkfome, long, and tedious, in confe-

quence of many incumbrances and obftructions,

arifing from fuperftitious, idolatrous practices. How
laborious and troublefome, and, at the fame time,

how frivolous and vain, the fuperftitious rites and ob-

fervances that have been introduced into the fimple,

fpiritual worfhip of the living God, inftituted by Jefus

(Jhrift and his apoflles. inftead of ferving the one

true God, through the one Mediator, by the one Spi-

rit, many objects of adoration, and many intercefTors

have been devifed. To the obiervation of one day

in feven, have been added numbers of holy days and
feitivals, to be kept throughout the year. To the

facred worfhip due to the Mod High, have been

joined innumerable fplendid acts of devotion of hu-

man contrivance. The re million of fins through

the blood of Chrift, ireely offered in the goipel to

the believing and the penitent, hath been connected

with penances and offerings of filver and gold. The
plain inftitutions of baptifm and the Lord's fupper

have
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have been loaded with ridiculous pompous ceremo-

nies. By thefe, and many other impediments,

placed in the way of falvation, men have been

greatly fatigued and difcouraged.

Tetfaidft thou not, there is no hope. Though wearied

by thefe troublefome obfervances, thou didft not

intimate thy determination of refraining, and pro-

ceeding no farther in this tirefome path Notwith-

Handing thou haft found, by experience, that no
real permanent benefit could be obtained by the

practice of fu perdition, and that thou hall not received

any fubftantial favour from the king to whom thou

haft yielded obeifance, thou haft foolifhly perfifted in

cheriihing expectations from thefe quarters, and haft;

not taken one ftep toward reformation.

—

Thou haft

found the life of thine hand. The hand being the

chief inftrument of action, the expreflion may de-

note, that, by activity and perfevering induftry, fome
temporary advantages and ienfual pleafures had been
acquired, that were fuited to gratify the defires of

the ilefh and the corrupt mind. In the courfe which
thou haft held, thy vicious tafte and vain imagina-

tion hath been cberifhed, by the idolatrous rites and
worfhip in which thou haft been employed. The
confequence is fuch as might be expected.

—

There-

fore thou waft not grieved. Thou haft not felt unea-
finefs or anguifli of mind, nor experienced penitential

forrow for what thou haft done offenfrve to God,
ruining to thy felf, and difhonourable to thy pro-

feffion.

11. And of whom haft thou been afraid or

feared, that thou haft lied, and haft not re-

membered me, nor laid // to thy heart ? have
not I held my peace even of old, and thou
feareft me not ?

The extreme folly and inconfiftency of the fuper-

ftition above defcribed, is (hatply reproved. That
the
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the reprehenfion might make the deeper impreffion

on the mind of the delinquent, it is ftated in the form
of an inquiry, which demands a proper reply. I afk,

Of whom hajl thou been afraid ? Haft thou not feared

objects utterly unworthy of the leaft homage or

reverence, whilft thou haft neglected to ftand in awe
of the glorious majefty of Jehovah, and his righteous

judgments?

—

that thou hajl lied, and dealt deceitfully

with the God of truth, by not acting toward him
with veneration and efteem, whom thou art obliged,

by the ftrongeft ties, to ferve and honour.

—

And hajl

not remembered me, the magnificent difplays 1 have

given of my infinite grandeur and excellence, in the

works of my hands, in the operations of my provi-

dence, in the revelations of my grace, and the ordi-

nances of my inftitution. Thou haft not recollected

aright my facred ordinances, my holy precepts, and
awful threatnings, which ought never to be forgotten,

lnftead of thefe important fubjects, which ought

ferioufly to be confidered and laid to heart, thou haft

iubftituted various unmeaning ceremonies, about

which thou haft been occupied with much care and
attention.

—

Have not Iheld mypeace, and kept filence

whilft thou haft forgotten and neglected me ? 1 have

not employed my faithful fervants to admonifh and
rebuke thee for thy abominable fuperftitions and
idolatries, nor have 1 punifhed thee as thy tranfgref-

fions juftly deferve. Notwithftanding this forbearance—Thou fearejl me not. Thou haft neither regarded

nor improved my clemency and patience, thou halt

not abandoned thy deteftable iniquities, thou haft

not obeyed my authority, nor been influenced by
iuitable refpect to the inftitutions of my worfhip.

The ftyle and prophetic terms, ufed by Ifaiah in

this prediction, feem rather to defcribe the ancient

idolatry of lfrael and Judah, than the fuperftitious

devotions of the Chriftian Church under the New
Teftament. If, however, the general fcheme purfued

by him, the connection and defign of this difcourfe,

are impartially confidered, and compared with the

circumftances relative to the ftute of the Church
previous
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previous to the glorious Reformation.—If the iimila-

rity of language is marked, that is adopted on this

fubjecl: in fome of the apoftles' writings, with what is

here ufed, the application of the prophecy to the See

of Rome, and its connections at the period now men-
tioned, will appear both natural and juft. The great

bulk of that large community were the pofterity

of thofe who dealt perfidiouily with God, and depart-

ing from him, entered into the fervice of other lords,

and thus proved falfe and deceitful. As if in fport,

they treated with deriuon and contempt the upright

fervants of Jefus Chrift. What extreme fondnefs

have they difcovered for images, ftatues, and pictures,

which were placed in houfes, temples, and public

places, before which they proftrated themfelves and
worfhipped ! Such hath been their fuperftitious zeal

and fury, that they perfecuted to death immenfe
numbers of living faints, whilft they treated fome of

them that were dead as if they had been gods, and
afcribed to them the honours that are due to God
alone. About the twelfth century they put to death,

with barbarous cruelty, thoufands of the children of

God, the difciples of Jefus Chrift, the confefibrs of

the truth, who were remarkable for the purity of their

lives and firm attachment to the gofpel, inhabiting

the vallies of Piedmont and other countries. To
all the abominable fuperftitions they were addicted,

which had been practifed in ancient times by Ifrael

and Judah. To the king, that was fuppofed to be

the vicar of Jefus Chrift, the difpenfer of divine grace

to men, many ambaiTadors, with valuable prelents,

were difparched from different quarters, foliating

from him that fitteth in the temple of God, faving

benefits and privileges. By doing him that homage,

which beiongetn aot to man to receive, they difgrace-

fully debafed themfelves. Though quite tired with

the obiervation of many foolifh ceremonies, unaffec-

ted by the long-fuffering of God, and their own ex-

treme fully, they periiited in their evil ways, not

defpairing
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difpairing of fuccefs attending the meafures they

had purfued. From this application of the prophecy,

we clearly lee, that the innovations and corruptions

of the apoftate church of Rome are not merely glan-

ced at, or obliquely intended by our prophet, but
that they are plainly and particularly intimated. A
general expectation of thefe predicted events, which
were anticipated in the Jewi(h Church by their

idolatries and corruptions, rendered good men atten-

tive and inquilitive, whilft it prepared them for the

full conviction which their actual accomplifhment was
defigned to produce.

12. I will declare thy righteoufnefs and
thy works, for they fhall not profit thee.

Divine judgments are denounced againfl an evil

and adulterous generation, as the jufl punifhment
of their woful apoflacy from God and his iacred wor-

ihip. Notwithstanding they had forfaken Jehovah,
and grievoufly corrupted his inftitutions, they were
not deftitute of what was reckoned righteoufnefs, and
works whereby they hoped to maintain their caufe

aad to fland in judgment before God. They main-
tained, that they were the repofitory of revealed

truth, the infallible judge of controverlies; whilit

they prefumptuoufly imagined, that, by perfecuting

unto death and conligning to flames and tortures

thofe whom they branded with the name of heretics,

they did God good fervice. They openly afTerted,

that there were among them many faints, who were
pofTelTed of fuch abundant merit, as to be able to

fpare iome of it to their needy friends, who in that

lefpect were miferably deficient. Though they pro-

feffed to be denied to worldly honours and pleaiures,

they had every vv here fpacious temples, and fplendid

images richly adorned, fine altars, and coftly pontifi-

cal garments. Of thefe and the like things, they

made their boaft, and on them they placed great

dependence.
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dependence. The Lord God folemnly declares

—

1hey jlall not profit thee \ when brought into public

view, and impartially examined, they (hall appear

contemptible, and deilitute of thofe advantages with

which they feemed to be connected. Their per-

formances, divefled of fpecious names, of oftenfible

beauty and importance, fhall be feen in their true

colours, blended with deteftable hypocrify, avarice,

impurity, luxury, ambition, cruelty, and fuperftition,

and lofe all the value which had been falfely attached

to them. When God doth this, it (hall fully appear

that the righteoufnefs of finners, which confifts in

the obedience and death of Jefus Chrift, the only

Mediator between God and man, hath been greatly

obfcured, and that the worth of good works hath

been grofsly mifreprefented, and much over-rated.

Thofe who are acquainted with the hiftory of the

Church prior to the Reformation, and at that period,

may eafily perceive the fulfilment of this prediction,

when the delufive artifices invented by fuperftition

were brought to light, and declared vain and unpro-

fitable, and the doctrines of grace were refcued from

the darknefs wherein they had been involved.

13. 1T When thou crieft, let thy companies

deliver thee : but the wind (hall carry them
all away ; vanity mall take them : but he that

putteth his truft in me, {hall poffefs the land,

and Ihall inherit my holy mountain.

The deplorable condition of the apoftate Church,
when reduced to an afflictive fenfe of imminent dan-

ger, and obliged to fupplicate aid and deliverance, is

contrafted with the happy ftate of thofe who place

their confidence in Jehovah.—When thou foliciteft

help in time of thy neceiiity, go to thofe auxiliaries

on whom thou haft relied for affiftance and fupport,

apply to them for fuccour and relief from impending
ruin

—

But the windpall carry them all away. Falfe

Vol. IV. li 'do&rine,
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doctrine, which, though fluctuating and uncertain, is

powerful in its operations, (hall drive them away
from their ftnions, as a ftrong wind does the chaff and
the ftubble, fo that they (hall be incapable of grant-
ing the deiired fuccour. The awful judgments of
God fhall carry them away like fmoke, mail fruftrate

all their attempts to maintain the caufe of fuperftition,

and render their intended fupport vain and ineffec-

tual.— Vanity /hall take them. All their efforts to

preferve the decaying interefts of the falfe fyftem,

which had been long eftablifhed, mall be baffled, and
prove unprofitable for that purpofe.

But he that putteth his trujl in me, &c. He that

placeth his dependence on the Lord God, to re-

move the evils that he fuftains, to avert the
dangers that he fears, to fupply the wants that he
feels, and to beftow the bleffings that he needs— He
that, diverted of anxious perplexing folicitude, aims
at the faithful performance of his duty, commits him-
felf, with all his interefts, to the protection and dif-

pofal of Jehovah, repofing his confidence in his pow-
er, grace, and faithfulnefs, fhall find his heart eftab-

lifhed, his forrows alleviated, his fears difpelled, his

mind compofed, and hisjuit defires fulfilled.

—

He
Jhall pojfefs the land. After his enemies, oppreffors,

and perfecutors are cut off, and have melted away
as the fat of lambs, he fhall enjoy the good things

which infinite Wifdom fees proper to beftow. In
the words of the royal Pfalmift *, * The righteous
* fhall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.'

—

To this poffeflion he hath a plenary right, in virtue

of the promife and gift of the great Lord of all ; and
he fhall enjoy it with quietnefs and contentment,
neither repining at the fmallnefs of his portion, nor
envying others for what is afligned to them. The
land, 1 fuppofe, which he that trufteth in the Lord
ihali occupy, is the fame which was promifed to the
fatber of the faithful, under the name of the world,
which the apoftle Paul hath mentioned in the inven-

tory he gives of the property of real Chriitians. Is

it

* Pfal. xxxvii. 29.
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is doubtlefs the earth, which Jefus Chrift declares

fhall be inherited by the meek, who, with true humi-
lity of mind, and admiring views of the grace of

God, cordially fubmit to his all- wife difpenfations,

cheerful and fatisfied with the bleffings conferred on

them by their heavenly Father.

—

Andfhall inherit my
holy mountain,—the peculiar privileges belonging to the

Church of God under the New Teftament, over

which the gloriousRedeemer prefides as king; where-

in his peculiar people perform the folemii exercifes of

his worfhip, and enjoy, with pleafure and gratitude,

many ineftimable advantages.—After the forces of

the kingdoms and ftates had been collected, which
were the fupports of the Church, deprived of its for-

mer beauty and purity, and had received the pontifi-

cal benediction, they fuffered dreadful flaughter, and
were completely defeated—Whereas the upright

worfhippers of Jehovah, who trufted in his name,
were refcued from the power of thofe who fpoiled and
laid them wafte, and were permitted to enjoy, without

moleftation, the bleffings of Providence, and to cele-

brate the worfhip of the Moft High.

14. And (hall fay, Cad ye up, cad ye up,

prepare the way, take up the itumbiing-block

out of the way of my people.

The majeftic voice of God is now heard, calling

thofe to engage in the reformation of the Church, to

whom this great work efpecially belonged, who are

directed to remove whatever is obnoxious or ofFen-

live. The words, though especially addreiTed to

thofe in public capacities, and p^fTefTed of diftin-

guiihed abilities, are not to be confined to them, but
extended to all, who. in their feveral ftauons, ought
to contribute their aid to this guod work.— i he
Lord God, who had for a long time held his peace,

and been iilent, gives this exprefs order -Cq/i ye up.

The repetition of this order, taken in connection

with
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with what follows, plainly (hews the Divine good
pleafure that the bufinefs prefcribed fhould be exe-

cuted with the utmoft promptitude and alacrity*

notwithftanding the difficulties, oppositions, and dan-

gers, that lay in the way. In this exprefiion, there

is an obvious allufion to the reparation of a high

way, that, being long neglected, hath funk and be-

come uneven, and which requires to be laid with

hard materials, to render it imooth and eafy to tra-

vellers. In mending public roads, the firft thing to

be done is, to throw up the earth that hath fallen

into the gutters by the way-fide, and to remove
every obftruclion that might hinder paflengers in

their journey. In allufion to this well-known prac-

tice, the way required to be repaired comprifes all

that is neceffary to be believed and performed, in

order to attain eternal falvation.—The rule of faith

and obedience, which fhews what is to be avoided,

and what is to be done, in the worfhip and fervice of

God by his people, who are prelling forward in their

journey toward the heavenly and better country-

—

The way of truth, whereby faith muft be regulated

;

the way of God's precepts, in which the Church muft
proceed in acceptable worihip and good diicip-

line.

This road of duty is required to be cafl up, which
intimates, that it had fallen into difrepair, and become
difagreeable and tedious, fo that it needed to be re-

flored to its former flate, and new made, that travel-

lers might not err therein, and that it might ferve the

purpofes for which it was intended. Much labour

and pains were to be beftowed by thofe called to

this arduous work, in arranging, explaining, and il-

luitrating the doctrines, the precepts, the worihip,

and difciplinc contained in the Scriptures, that they
who walk according to that rule might make the

greateil progreis with eafe and fatisiaction.—-?#/:<? up
the Jlumbling-block out of the way of my people, which
ignorance, tyranny, fuperitition, and prejudice, hath
laid in the way of God's faivation—clear it of the

errors
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errors which have been introduced, of the rubbifti

wherewith it is clogged, and of thofe occafions of

people's falling into fin, and lofing their integrity,

thatjuftly give offence. By fuch meafures render

the way fmooth and plain, take heed that every

thing be confident with the new oeconomy of grace,

and the teftimony of Jefus Chriit and his apotfles;

that fo no impediment may hinder the fervants of

God from advancing in the wTay of truth and holi-

nefs.—If you wifh to be acquainted with the fulfil-

ment of this prophecy, read the hiftory of the Refor-

mation, effected by means of thofe eminent men
that the Lord God raifed up, and qualified for accom-
plishing this great work, whofe aitonifhing exertions

he crowned with glorious fuceefs, infomuch that from

the time of the apoftles, nothing comparable 10 it had
ever been done in the world or the Church. At
this momentous epoch, to which our prophet feems

to refer, when the moft illuftrious of all the revolu-

tions that happened in the ftate of Chfiftianity, fince

the days of its Divine, immortal Founder, was intro-

duced that happy change into religion, which is

known by the name of the glorious Reformation.

By this memorable event, which adorns the records

of the fixteenth century, the way of the Lord was
prepared, occafions of Humbling were taken away,
truth was cleared from thofe mniakes whereby it had
been obfcured, the worfhip of God was refcued from
idolatry and fuperltition,the Scriptures were brought

into ufe, explained and applied, and the way of ialva-

tion, through faith in the obedience of Jefus Chair,

was freed from the incumbrances with which it had
been loaded. The preient age feniibly feels, and
future ages will continue to perceive the meitimable
advantages produced by this grand revolution, which
extended its influence not only to the kingdoms of

Europe, but the molt diltant empires on the earth.

15. For
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15. For thus faith the high and lofty One
that inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holy,

I dwell in the high and holy place; with him
alfo that is of a contrite and humble fpirit,

to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to re-

vive the heart of the contrite ones.

Thefe words contain a magnificent defcription of

the infinite grandeur of Jehovah, and an amiable

reprefentation of his adorable condefcenfion and
grace, which are intended to adminifter confolation

to the humble and broken fpirit. The fentiment,

which is truly fublime, may be confidered either in

reference to what preceded, as a reafon why the

Moil High foretold the reformation of the Church,

that thole who deeply lamented the prevailing cor-

ruption of the times might be allured of the prefence

and confolations of God.—Or, it may be viewed as

connecled with what is fubjoined in the following

verfes, and deligned to comfort their hearts, who,
having abandoned the errors they had embraced, and
returned from their iniquities into the wTay of truth,

with the reviving afluranee that Jehovah would dwell

in them, and vouchsafe to blefs them with the com-
munications of his grace. Though this, like the

other prophecies, came not of old by the will of man,
but the fervants of God 4 fpake as they were moved
' by the Holy Ghoit,' it is remarkable, that, when
they uttered things of peculiar moment and intereft,

which might be credited with difficulty, to give the

more authority to what they deliver, the fubjedt is

introduced with words of fimilar import to thofe

before us.

For thusfaith the high raid lofty One, who, in refpeel of

exiftence. pc-rrtclicn, dominion, andglory, is greatlyex-

alted above all who are called gods. As Solomon ac-

knuivkged, • He is ijgiier than the higheit *' of the

creatures

* Etcl. r. 8.
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creatures he hath made, who are infinitely inferior to

him in excellence, dignity, and glory. He is the firft

and the laft, the fame yeiterday, tc-day, and for ever.

He alone, who dwelleth in the light which no man
can approach, hath immortality; though angels, and
men alfo after the refurrection, (hall never die, it is

the peculiar prerogative of Jehovah, that he hath

immortality, which is an effential property of his

nature

—

Whofe name is holy. He is perfectly free

from all manner of impurity, being infinitely and
immutably holy, in his nature and attributes, in his*

word and works, of which he hath exhibited the moft
ftriking proofs and demonftrations. He calls his

people unto holinefs, he actually renders them holy,

declaring that he himfelf is the fource, the pattern,

the rule, and motive of all the fanclity they poflefs.—I dwell in the high and holy place. The bl eff=d

God hath his peculiar reiidence in thehigheit heavens,

which are emphatically denominated the habitation

of his holinefs; where he is contemplated, adored,

and ferved by all the celettial holts. Though his

prefence fills heaven and earth, he affirms that lie

dwells on high; becaufe he there affords the brighter!:

manifestations of his tranfcendent glory, and his ex-

alted worfhippers are admitted to delightful inter-

courfe with him. By this very fublime defcription,

he afferts his infinite exaltation above the whole

creation, and their entire dependence on his iove-

reign pleafure.

With him alfo that is of a humble and contrite fpirit.

He who dwelleth not in temples maJe with hands,

whofe throne is the heaven, and whole footltool is the

earth; amid all the fplendors of his glorious habita-

tion, the great God condefcends to look, with gra-

cious regard and tender companion, on the humble
and contrite, whofe minds are grieved, and whole
hearts are broken, on account of their depravity,

imbecility, and innumerable tranfgreffions—Whole
fpirits are depreffed with an aifli&ing fenfe of their

fpiritual
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fpirituai poverty, of the weaknefs of their graces, of

the deficiencies attending their bed fervices, of the

ftrength of their corrupt paffions, and their unfpeak-

able need of the righteoufncfs and grace of the great

Redeemer With perfons of this character the eter-

nal Jehovah is pleafed to dwell. He not only vifits,

but he takes up his abode with them, he takes

poffeffion of their hearts, he erects his throne in their

fouls, he converfes with them as one does with his

intK ate friend. He beautifies them with Divine

grace, he imparts to them the enlightning, fanctify-

ing, and comforting influences of his Spirit; by his

power, he affords them protection and eftablifhment;

by his wifdom, he fupplies them with inftruction and
direction; by his tender compailion, he relieves them
under all their troubles; and from his goodnefs, he
enriches and abundantly fatisfies them. Thofe who
are thus highly favoured of the Lord, admiring and
adoring his wonderful condefcenfion, adopt with

pleafure the exclamation of the fweet Pfalmift of

Ifrael, * What is man that thou art mindful of him * f

* Though God be high he hath refpect to the lowlyf.
—How generous the defign which Jehovah effects

by this gracious difpenfation ! intended

To revive the /pit it of the humble. To admin ifter

fuccour, and to pour divine confolations into the heart

dejected by an afflictive fenfe of the awful difpleafure

of the Almighty, manifefted againft fin—To folace

the difconfolate mind, deprelfed by diiquieting grief,

and languishing under penitent convictions of the

malignity and guilt of tranfgreffion—To grant deli-

verance from diftrefs and dreaded calamities, and by
his quickening Spirit to render lively, vigorous, and

cheerful. The exprefFion is repeated, to intimate

the abfolute certainty of this happy effect, which

fhall not fail to refult from the refidence of the Lord

God in the humble heart. He will fupport and

animate the contrite, in all their fliarp difquietudes

and

* Pfal. viii. 4. f Pfa'. cxxxviii. 6.
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and farrows, from whatever caufes they proceed, by
eftablifhing faith in his kind providence, in his pater-

nal care, in his faithful promifes, in the good conduct

of the leader and commander of the people, and by
the pleafing hope of glory, honour, and immortality.

When weak and languid, timorous and defponding,

he will mercifully refrefh and invigorate their faint-

ing fpirits with the light of his countenance, and a

comfortable fenfe of his gracious prefence. In this

way doth the Mofl High fuftain the feeble, difmayed

foul, and impart that ftrong confolation, which, like

the fweet fragrance of the richeft perfume, and the

reflorative power of the fineft cordial, gives new life,

ftrength, and energy, to the heart ; in confequence

whereof, the perfon thus revived is enabled to exer-

cife grace, to perform duty, and to endure afflictions.

The vigour of the fpiritual life is renewed and in-

creafed, and progreffively carried forward to its final

confummation in immortal felicity.—This aftonilhing

difplay of the grace of God toward the humble and
contrite hath been enjoyed in every age. About the

time of the Reformation, this prediction was remark-

ably verified to real Chriftians, in Bohemia and other

countries, who were eminently diftinguimed for humi-
lity, conftancy, and zeal in the fervice of God : And
if you, my brethren, are meek and lowly in heart,

you alfo may expect to experience its fulfilment.

—

Be not, however, rafh and prefumptuous, nor too

diffident and timid in claiming this character: If

thefe are the prevailing, habitual difpofitions of your
minds, though attended with lamented deficiencies,

you ought to rejoice in the privilege of which you
are allured.—Whereas, if you are deftitute of thefe

efTential ingredients in the Chriftian character, though
occafionally alarmed with a view of your fin and
danger, you cannot, in prefent circumilances, tfnjoy

the precious benefit we have been confidering. Un-
til your fpiritual ftate is changed, your condition is

deplorable.

Vol. IV. Kk 16. For
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16. For I will not contend for ever, neither

•will I be always wroth: for the fpint mould

fail before me, and the fouls which I have

made.

The reafon is here affigned why the Lord God
Vouchfafes to dwell with the penitent and lowly,

why he is pleafed to alleviate and fhorten the cala-

mities wherewith he vifits his people. Did he always

deal ftridtly and feverely with finners, who violate his

law, they could not entertain the lealt hope of par-

don and favour. Obferve, that it is not faid that

God will never debate nor ltrive with his people

who have offended him ; for, according to the conitt-

tution he hath eftabliihed, * if they forfake his law,

and walk not in his judgments, he will vifit their

* tranfgreffion with the rod, and their iniquity with
1 ftripes* ' * Becaufe he hath known them above all

the families of the earth, therefore will he punifti

« them for all their iniquities f
.'—Notwithstanding

his adminiftration is conducted according to thefe

maxims, the Almighty allures his Church, that he

will not contend for ever ; he will not always chide,

nor keep his anger continually, but in the midft of

deferved wrath he will remember mercy. His peo-

ple mall not be permitted to remain in heavinefs any

longer than is necefTary to promote their real benefit,

and after calamities have executed the deiigns for

which they were fent, a way of efcape or deliver-

ance mall be opened. ' After he hath torn, he will

' heal ; after he hath fmitten, he will bind up ; he
* will revive and raife up, and caufe them to live in

' his fight J ? ' for he retaineth not his anger forever,

' becaufe he delighteth in mercy.'

For the fpirit fhould fail before me, &c. The ex-

prirflion ieems to refer to the diftreffed fituation of

thole who are fo oppreffed with grief and uneafy

thoughts, fo difcouraged and faint in their minds,

that

* Pfal. Ixxxix. 30. ctfeq. f Amos. iii. 2. f Hof. vi. 1, 2*
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that, overwhelmed by fears and perplexities, they

refufe to be comforted. 1 he fpirit and foul, 1 fup-

pofe, are fynonymous terms, denoting the fpirit

which God breathes into man when he becomes a

living foul, which at death returns to him that gave

it. By his omnipotence he creates and unites it to

the body, when properly difpofed for the reception

of this intelligent inhabitant. Hence he claims this

as one of his glorious titles, that * he formeth the

• fpirit of man, which is in him *.' On this account

he is called, by an infpired apoftle, * the Father of
1 fpirits f.' Heavy and long continued afflictions

would make the fouls even of good men, that have

been renewed after the Divine image, and rendered

capable of important fervices, to fail before God, and

incapacitate them for the work to which they are

affigned—Their fpirits, involved in forrow and fad-

neis, would fall into defpondency, mifconitrue provi-

dential difpenfations, and, defpairing of relief and
confolation, become languid and depreiTed. In this

feeble and forlorn ftate., they would be altogether

unfit for any vigorous exertion, and anfwering the

ends for which they were made, 'lo prevent them
from degenerating into this unhappy condition, the

Lord God, merciful and gracious, doth not forfake

the work of his own hands : he mitigates and fhor-

tens the calamities wherewith his Church are viiited,

and brings them out of trouble, that they may praife

his name. How admirable in this, as in every other

refpedl, doth the mercy and companion of Jehovah
appear, in his management of the concerns of his pe-

culiar people, who, when their ftrength, fortitude,

and patience, are ready to fail in waiting for his

falvation, he feafonabiy interpofes in their behaif,

and permits them not to link under the preffure of

affliction !

17. For

* Zech. xii. 1.
-J-

Heb, xii. 9.
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17. For the iniquity of his coyetoufnefs

was I wroth, and fmote him : I hid me, and

was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the

way of his heart.

Thefe words clearly fhew,that any reformation, or

change to the better, which God effects in his

Church, is a work of fovereign mercy and grace.

That he might reclaim them from error, and reduce

them into the way of truth and holinefs, he chaften-

ed them in various ways ; but none of the methods he

adopted produced repentance and amendment, they

flill went on in their trefpaffes, and departed farther

from God. In thefe circumltances, it became necef-

fary that he fhould either inflict on them fevere

judgments, or come to their relief by extraordinary

difplays of his grace and kindnefs. In this lad-men-

tioned way he was pleafed to appear for their deli-

verance. To illuftrate his wonderful companion,

God faith-

—

For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was I
'wroth. To imprefs the more deeply this truth on

the minds of every one concerned in the crime fpeci-

fied, an individual only feems to be intended. By
this particular mode of expreffion it is intimated,

that the omnifcient Jehovah is perfectly acquainted

with the temper and conduct of all thofe of whom
his Church is compofed, that they are fo clofely

linked together in fociety, that the fin of one was in

fome meafure chargeable on the whole community

—

Covetoufnefs proceeds from a heart inordinately fet

on worldly objects, from a falfe, extravagant eftimate

of tfee precarious porTeflions of this prefentlife, which

are pbrifidered as effential to happinefs and comfort.

By confequence, the mind is occupied with immode-
rate deiires of acquiring, and anxious cares of pre-

serving them \ with exceilive joy in viewing, and per-

plexing fears of lofing them ; and when they are re-

moved, it is diftrefTed with extreme vexation. The
utmoft exertions, inceflant labours, and unjullinable

means
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means are employed to obtain that wealth and af-

fluence, which cannot felicitate or fatisfy. He who
acts under the corrupt influence of this iniquity, he-

iitates not to withhold from God the thankful ac-

knowledgments due to him for his bounty, to de-

fraud his neighbour of his juft rights, and to deprive

himfelf of the ufe of the bleflings conferred upon him
by Divine providence. So abominable is this fin in

the fight of God, that he abhorreth the covetous *,

and hath declared that they fhall not inherit his

kingdom f. No wonder then, that he faith, for this

iniquity,

I was wroth, &-c. The blefTed God was highly

difpleafed at his profeffing people, on whom he had
conferred many fignal advantages, for having- in-

dulged in the fin of avarice. If, as faith the proverb,

the king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion, how ter-

rible muit be the wrath of the King of kings, which

in Scripture is reprefented by confuting fire, that

burneth to the lowed hell ! He teftinea that he was
angry with them, by withholding the bleffings of his

providence and grace, and giving them to feel many
other dreadful effects of his hot difpleafure, becaufe

they had departed from him, and forfaken his fervice.—Andfolate him. To accomplifh the ialutary pur-

pofe of their recovery from this predominant fin, and
to warn them of their extreme danger, the righteous

Lord fmote them with the fword of his mouth, by
the hand of his faithful fervants, and by various

judgments fent upon them in the courfe of his provi-

dence.

—

I hid me, by withdrawing thofe proofs or my
prefence and favour which he formerly enjoyed,

fuch as the refrefhing light of Divine truth, and the

fanctifying influence of my bpirit ; in confequence
whereof

—

He went onfrowardly, &c. All the ad-

monitions he received, all the evils he experienced,

did not reflrain his avarice ; ftili he obftinately per-

fifted in covetous practices, proceeding, without
controul, in that courfe of converfation and action

which
• Pfal. x. 3. f 1 Cor. vi. 10,
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which accorded with his bad principles and views.

By this Divine procedure, it might have been ex-

pected that he would have been induced to abandon
his iniquity, and to return to the Moft High ; but

alas, refilling to be reclaimed, he perverfely adhered

to the way devifed by his own evil heart.—What
then fhali be done ? Shall Jehovah vex and con-

fume him in wrath, and make him like Admah and

Zeboim ? No, faith he ; my bowels are turned in
c me, my repentings are kindled together ; iince I

fpake againft him, 1 do earnestly remember him
' ftill ; therefore my bowels are troubled for him, I

4 will furely have mercy on him.'—This gracious pur-

pofe is expreffed in the following verfe.

i8. I have feen his ways, and will heal him:

I will lead him alfo, and reftore comforts unto

him, and to his mourners.

Comfortable affurance is given, that He who de-

lighteth in mercy will extend compaffion to thofe on
whom he might have manifested his righteoufnefs

in the punifhment of their fins

—

1 have feen his

waj, faith God, who underftandeth men's thoughts

afar off, and who pondereth their paths. 1 have

obferved the facred operations of his mind, and

every part of his conduct; from my knowledge,

to whom the darknefs and the light are alike, no-

thing hath been concealed. 1 who look down from

heaven, and behokl from my dwelling place all tne

children of men, I have confidered the ways of the

heart and of the life of every individual in my
Church, fo that nothing hath palled unnoticed. 1 have

perceived that many of his evil ways proceeded from

ignorance and precipitance, from imprudence and

erroneous ientiments, which have proved the fources

of manifold tranfgi films. This appears to rne a

proper time to difplay the riches of my mercy and
grace,
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grace, in his deliverance, and reiteration to a pros-

perous and comfortable condition.

—

I will heal him.

God, who had been witnefs of all his wicked ways.

might have threatened to deftroy and cait him off

for ever ; but he, whofe thoughts are not as our

thoughts, inftead of denouncing righteous judgments,

proclaims his tender mercies, and announces his

gracious defign of applying an effectual remedy, to

remove the evils wherewith he was afflicted. I, who
am an almighty, fkilful, and tender-hearted phyfi-

cian, whofe ability no difeafe ever reproached, and
who hath a fovereign remedy for every diitemper

—

1 will adminifter relief when the help of man is vain,

yea, I will heal him, by granting the remiflion of
thofe fins which brought on the evils whereby he
is endangered, and by effecting the cure of thofe

diftempers under which he groans and decays. I

will reftore him to a ftate offoundnefs, in doctrine

and difcipline, in worfhip and manners, in confe-

quence of which a mod important, happy change lhall

take place in his faith and practice.

/ will lead him alfo, &-c. The blefling here pro-

mifed is truly valuable. Every one acquainted with

his own ignorance, and the treachery of his heart,

muft be lenfible of the high importance of Divine
conduct. Through the darknefs of the human
underttanding, the perveriity of man's will, and the

diforder of his affections, even the upright in heart

are apt to turn afide and go aftray from God. in

this ftate, wherein he is prone to err, how ufeful and
ieaibnable the direction of the wonderful Counfeilor,

the benefit of which the Church is allured ! I will

lead him alfo, faith Jehovah, out of the way of igno-

rance and vain traditions, of falfehood and iuperiii-

tion, and will conduct him, by the light of my word
and Spirit, into the paths of truth, righteoufnefs, and
holinefs, wherein he fhall enjoy tranquillity and
confolation.

—

And reftore comfort to him, c*c. 1 will

confer upon him, faith God, thofe temporal benefits

whereof he hath been long deprived. By remark-

able
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able interpofitions of my Providence, by the mini-

ftry of my faithful fervants, accompanied with power

from on high, he {hail be encouraged and folaced.

By the difpenfation of ordinances, and communica-
tions of grace, his knowledge, faith, and holinefs,

fhall be promoted and eftablifhed, his fpiritual con-

folations (hall be increafed and confirmed. Thefe

reviving comforts fhall be reftored not only to him,

but to his mourners, who deplore his forlorn condi-

tion, and lament the prevailing iniquities and
abounding evils in Zion, whereby the people of

God have been diftreffed, and from which they faw
no profped: of deliverance.—We celebrate thy

praifes, O Lord, who turned again the captivity of

Zion, and haft done great things for us, whereof we
are glad; who, in fovereign mercy, healed the broken
hearted, led them to the rock of ages, and admini-

ftered to them Divine confolation. We remember,
with admiration and gratitude, the agency of thy
mighty hand in the blelTed Reformation of thy
Church, which, like the fun in the firmament, hath
powerfully operated even where it was not feen.

We requeft, O faithful God, that thou wilt verify,

to the humble and contrite among us, thefe promifes

to the glory of thy holy name.

1 9. I create the fruit ©f the lips
; peace,

peace to him that is far off, and to him that is

near, faith the Lord, and I will heal him.

In thefe words Jehovah alTerts his all-fufficiency

to beftow the precious benefits he had promifed, and
the certainty of their accomplishment.

—

I create the

fruit of the lips, peace. In the courfe of my provi-

dence, and by the efficacy of my Spirit, I give peace,

which includes reconciliation to God, ferenity of mind,
and external tranquillity, with every bleffing requifite

to real happinefs. This important privilege, which
is the operation and the gift of Jehovah, is reprefent-

ed
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ed as the fruit of the lips, whereby interesting,

tifeful truths are circulated among mankind. By
this expreftion may be meant the doctrines of the

glorious gofpel, promulgated by the minifters of the

Son of God, whofe office is to publifh the joyful

tidings of falvation, which, when accompanied with

Divine power, are the means of conveying peace

into the hearts of men. Hence thankfgiving to

God, which is one of the mod excellent fruits that

proceeds from man's mouth, is called by an infpired

writer, ' The fruit of the lips *.' His powerful

agency, however, who calls the things that are not

as though they were, is abfolutely neceflary to ac-

complifh this end ; and therefore he declares, that

peace is effected by the exertion of his creating

power, and that to him the praife and glory ought to

be afcribed. Nothing lefs than omnipotence can

impart peace to the troubled mind, harafled by un-

eafy contending paflions, at variance with God and
with itfelf, and can reftore harmony to the fociety

that hath been dilturbed by animofities and dis-

cords.

Peace to him that is afar off', &a The apoflle

Paul, in his letter to the faints at Ephefus *j*
f
fays,

That ' Jefus Chrift, who is our peace, came and
preached peace to you who were afar off, and to

1 them that were nigh.' By him that is afar offmay
be intended finners of the Gentiles, to whom this

defcription well agrees. Alienated from God, and
ignorant of his perfections, his will, and falvation*

they were ftrangers to the covenants of promife and
the commonwealth of Ifrael, unacquainted with his

righteoufnefs and Spirit, having no hope of the ad-

vent of the promifed Meffiah, and of that redemp-
tion he was to obtain for tranfgreffors.—By him that

is near may be Signified the Jews, who of old were

the peculiar people of God, who was nigh unto them
in all they called upon him for. To them were given

Vol. IV. LI promifes

* Heb. xiii. 15. t Chap. ii. 17
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promifes of a Saviour, and the ineftimable bleffings

he was to beftow, exhibited in many types and figures,

and explained in the writings of the prophets, that

were raifed up among them to make known the will

of God. To both Jews and Gentiles the gofpel of

peace fhould be preached, which the apoftle Paul

aflerts ' is the power of God unto falvation to every

one that believeth, to the Jews firft, and alfo to the
c Gentiles *.' The expreffion under confideration

may import, that God would fend forth faithful mi-

nifters to preach the gofpel of Chrift to all nations

;

and, by his countenance and blefling, render their mi-

riiftry efFe&ual for the reformation of the Church, and
for conveying to people of every description the mod
fubftantial benefits, which flow from his creating

power and boundlefs munificence.—To give the ut-

mod certainty to this reviving declaration, thefe em-
phatical wqrds are fubjoined, Saith the Lord, who is

faithful, and who will afliiredly fulfil all thefe words
in their feafon. And I will heal him of the breaches

that have been made upon him, and of the diforders

whereby he hath been long diftrefTed.—This glorious

work of providence and grace, which was effected in

a wonderful manner about the time of the Reforma-
tion, God hath been pleafed to carry forward in fol-

lowing ages, to the praife of his own name, and the

comfort of his people. The Lord gave the word,
and great hath been the company of thofe who pub-
lished it f; and ftill greater the number of thofe who
be;ieved it, in thofe kingdoms and cities where it hath
been preached, accompanied with power from on
high.

20. But the wicked are like the troubled
fea, when it cannot reft, whofe waters call; up
mire and dirt.

The

• Rom, i. 16. f Pfal. Ixviii. 12.
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The impious and profane, who perM in their

tranfgreffions, are excluded from the enjoyment of

the quiet and tranquillity which the Lord God con-

veys to his Church. In the kingdom of God, there

are two chuTes of people of very different defcrip-

tions. Befides the humble, penitent, intrepid con-

feflb rs of the truth, for whom peace is ordained, there

are the unrighteous and the wicked who continue

in their evil ways, and refufe to abandon the cri.nes

to which they have been addicted. The prophet

David thus defcribcs their temper and conduct, their

eonverfation and thoughts, Pfalm xxxvi. 1. et Jeq.
• There is no fear of God before his eyes ; for he
1 fiattereth himfelf in his own eyes, until his iniquity
1 be found to be hateful. The words of his mouth
' are iniquity and deceit ; he hath left off to be wife,

' and to do good. He devifeth mifchief upon his

' bed, he fetteth himfelf in a way that is not good

;

• he abhorreth not evil,'—Agitated by ftrong, impe-
tuous paflions, they ftrenuoudy endeavour to extin*

guifh every appearance of reformation, and are in-

cefTantly employed in diftreffing the upright fervants

of God, and counteracting their benevolent defigns.

Like the troubled fea, which is in continual mo-
tion, whofe waves rife in quick fucceflipn to a great

height, they are in perpetual difquiet through evil

confciences, and various contending paflions, iuch as

voluptuoufnefs, ambition, anger, and revenge. And
as the waters of the fea throw up to the furface the

mire and dirt that lay at the bottom, fo the wicked

relt not until they difcover thole abominable pollu-

tions, which, lay concealed in their boibms, unno*
ticed by thofe around them.

21. "there is no peace, faith my God, to the

wicked.

Perfons



t68 LECTURES on TftE Chap. LVIT,

Perfons of the above defcription do not participate

of the profperity and happinefs, which is the peculiar

privilege of the fervants of God. On the contrary,

they often experience painful remorfe and anguilh,

from the recollection of the crimes they have com-

mitted, and from the profpect of the mifery and wo
that fhall be their portion hereafter. At variance

with God, with theinielves, and frequently with the

bed of thofe among whom they live, they are tor-

mented by the flings of guilty consciences, and a

fearful fenfe of impending deftruclion. Who can

defcnbe the terrible vengeance of Almighty God,

to which they are conligned at their dhTolution, the

defpair and torture which precedes the worm that

never dies, and the lire that mall never be quenched *!

—That the wicked may have the moft explicit

aflurance of the momentous truth here affirmed, our

prophet folemnly declares, that what is expreffed in

the words before us, contains the unalterable deci-

lion of his God, by whofe direction and authority* he

announced this awful fentence. The certainty of

this decree receives confirmation from the moving

fpectacles of horror which fome profane people have

exhibited in feafons of folitude and (icknefs, and in

the view of death. Having illuftrated this fubjed

when treating chapter xlviii. 22. 1 ihall not enlarge at

prefent. Fermit me, before 1 conclude, to addrefs

you in the words of God, by the prophet Ezekiel

:

4 Caft away from you all your tranfgrefiions, where-
' by you have tranfgreued—For 1 have no pleafure

* in the death of him that dieth f, faith the Lord
* God.' Abandon, with abhorrence and grief, thofe

iniquities which you have hitherto held fall, en

which you have fet your hearts, committed with

greedinefs, and refufed to let go. Be allured, that

every fpecies of wickedneis is not only deteftable

and unprofitable, but hurtful and dangerous in the

extreme. Diligently attend to the ordinances that

God

* Mark ix. 48. f Chap, xviii. 31, 32.
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God hath inflituted, which he is pleafed to honour
with his prefence and blefiing, and to render effec-

tual for conveying thole fpiritual benefits which he
hath encouraged them who wait upon him toexped.
And may he effectually turn you from your evil

ways, that iniquity may not be your ruin, and that,

being delivered from deftrudtion, you may walk he-

fore the Lord in the land of the living.

PREU-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

I"
5 PI E fection of our prophet's difcourfe, which is

now to be confidered, is addrelTed, in a pecu-
liar manner, to thofe who do not unite to the per-

formance of the exterior duties of religion, the

pra&ice of true devotion and piety—Who join, with
an external profeflion of refpecf for the ordinances

of Divine appointment, ftrife and contention, with
the neglect cf their poor affli&ed brethren. People
of this defcription he fharply reproves, and demon-
Urates the abfolute neceffity of abffaining from thefe

prevailing evils, in order to enjoy the favour of God,
and the accomplifhment of the promifes made unto
the Church. He declares that would they amend
their ways, celebrate inftituted rites, and difcharge the

duties incumbent on them with uprightnefs, purity

of heart, and unfeigned charity, free from animofities

and difcords ; that did they return to God, in the

exercifes of true repentance, they might expect to be
bleffed with the acceptance and falvation of Jehovah.

—The chapter commences with the command of

God directed to his faithful fervants, clearly to ^et

forth to his people the enormous tranigreflions,

which, like a dangerous contagion, had fpread among
them their contaminating influence, ver. 1. To
reprefent the hypocrify and diffimuiation which were
blended with their facrtd ferviees, particularly their

fadings, in which they cheriihed diffentions, and
exacted labours of their dependants, ver. 2, 3.

To fhew that the worfhip and homage yielded by
them to the moil High, efpecially that their fails

were not obferved according to the law of the fanclu-

ary, but intermixed with fenfual gratifications, and
works inconfiftent with the right performance of

thefe dunes, ver. 4. And to evince the vanity

and abfurdity of pretending to ferve God, whilft the

ftudy
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ftudy of integrity, and the practice of good works

were neglected, ver. 5. lfaiah then proceeds to

defcribe in what manner an acceptable fait to the

Lord, and the exercifes efpecially incumbent m fuch

feafons, ought to be obferved, ver. 6, 7. in the

latter part of the chapter, he repreients the joyful

confequences which mould certainly attend the right

obfervance of farts, and the confcientious fandtiflca-

tion of the Sabbath, on which the happinefs and

comfort of Chriftians in fome meafure depends; for

in this way they may hope to enjoy the fulfilment

of the precious promifes made to the Church, ver.

CHAR LVIU.

CRY aloud, fpare not, lift up thy voice

like a trumpet, and fhew my people

their tranfgrtffion, and the houfe of Jacob
their fins.

An exprefs command is given to lfaiah, and with

him to faithful minifters of the word of God, flrenu-

ouily to endeavour to convince his people of their

tranfgreffions. For this purpofe, they are required

to cry aloud, to fpeak with earneftnefs and vehe-

mence, with authority and firmnefs, that they may
difcover anxious folicitude for the welfare of their

hearers, roufe them from fupine negligence, gain

their attention, and prevail with them to comply
with what they forcibly urged.

—

Spare not, Omit
not to exert your utmoft efforts in this important

work; be inftant in feafon and out of feafon, ceafe

not to admoniih, with ferioufnefs and frequency,

though your labours may not be accompanied with,

fuccefs, and though you incur the difpleafure of fome
with
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with whom you have to do. Connive not at their

faults, forbear not the prudent induftrious perform-

ance of your duty, but fpeak with freedom and

plainnefs, when you reprefeht the aggravations, the

number, and the defert of their iniquities.

—

Lift up

thy voice like a trumpet. Speak with animation and

force, found a loud alarm in their ears, warn them
faithfully of the danger to which they are expofed

by going on in their trefpafles, which incur the

Divine difpleafure. Point out, in the ftrongeft and

moil decided manner, their defection from God, their

many deviations from the rule of his word, and the

advancement of his glory, at which they ought uni-

formly to aim.

—

Shew mypeople (faith God), the houfe

of Jacob their fins. Though the pollerity of Ifrael

might be primarily meant, yet 1 do not fuppofe they

were chiefly intended. The charge brought forward

in the following verfes is reftricted to the abufe of

fafts, and the neglect of fan&ifying the Sabbath,

fins to which the men of Judah (as appears from the

prophecies), were efpecially addicted after their

return from captivity at Babylon. Notwithstand-

ing thefe accufations might be more immediately

laid againft them, 1 apprehend the Church, under
the New Teitament, are the main fubjects of this

difcourfe, who, after their egrefs from myftical Baby-
lon, and their relinquifhment of their idolatrous

practices, were no lefs guilty of thefe crimes. Nor
does it militate againft the application of the follow-

ing charge to the fubjects of the kingdom of Jefus

Cfjrift, that they are denominated the houfe of Jacob.

This is the very name by which they are called in

the words of the angel Gabriel to Mary, the mother
of our Lord. 4 He lhali be great (faid he), and
4
fhall be called the feon of the Higher!, and the Lord

* God fhall give unto him the throne of his father

* David, and he fhall reign over the houfe of Jacob
4 for ever, and of his kindgdom there fhall be no
* end.' Luke *. 32, 33.

In
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In performing this important difficult work, aflign-
ed to the fervants of God, it behoves them to repre-
fent in ftrong terms to his people the evil and
malignity of their trefpaffes, their fecret and more
open violations of the law of God, which have been
committed through ignorance, or againft knowledge,
of thofe whereof they are infenfible, and thole they
are ready to confefs; of thofe whereby they are

already infected, or are in imminent danger.—And.
to acquaint them with the aggravations wherewith
they are attended, the calamities to which they are

expofed, in what refpedts they ought to reform, and
how their reformation ought to be conducted, [o as

that it may be complete and permanent. In this

arduous fervice we are employed, in obedience do

the authority of the Lord God merciful and gracious,

looking to him for affiftance, acceptance, and the

Holy Spirit to render our exertions fucceisful.

2. Yet they feek me daily, and delight to

know my ways, as a nation that did nghte-

oufnefs, and forfook not the ordinance of

their God : they afk of me the ordinances of

juftice : they take delight in approaching to

God.

That no miftake might arife concerning the per-

fons to whom the following reproofs are to be admi-

niftered, their character is particularly delineated.

On hearing the preceding command, it immediately

occurs, who are the people that are here intended,

whofe tranfgreffions mould be exhibited in the man-

ner defcribed? They are depicted as having a very

plaufible and fplendid profeltion, and doing many
things laudable, from which they cheriihed a favour-

able opinion refpecting their Fpiritiial ftate.— ift, They

feek God daily. Confcious of their abfolute need of

his favour, and the bleflings of his falvation to render

Vol. IV. M m them
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then truly happy, they frequently attend the ordi-

nances of Divine inftitution, wherein the prefence of

the Moft High is to be found. . They employ much
time and care in perform ling the public and private

exercifes of his worfhip, and in ufing the means
appointed for cultivating acquaintance with his

word, providence, and grace, whiift they neglect not

to implore his forgivenefs whom they have offended.

In theie exercifes they feek God, not on forne extra-

ordinary occalions only, when peculiarly affected with

a prefling fenfe of their indigence, and urged to this

duty by conviction of their need of Divine mercy,

and the interpofition of the Almighty in their behalf.

This is their ordinary bufinefs, wherein they are em-
ployed from time to time, in which they feel fome

degree of fatisfaction and comfort.-

—

And delight to

know my ways. . The ways of God may figniry the

purpofes and defigns of his heart, the operations of his

providence in the government of the univerfe, and

the faivation of the Church, with the difpenfations of

his mercy and grace toward his peculiar people, in

their various circurnftances, whereby he manifefls

his own glory, and promotes their happinefs. The
ways of his precepts are doubtlefs efpecially intended,

which he hath required to be obferved with our

whole hearts, that we may enjoy great peace in our

own minds, communion with him, and attain the

everlafting enjoyment of his prefence and glory. I'o

become acquainted with theie ways of God, the peo-

ple whofe character is here defcribed frequently

read the holy Scriptures, and meditate on them ;

they compare one paffage with another, the more
obicure with thofe that are plain, prophecies and

promiies with events; they endeavour fo to difpofe

and digeft the fyftem of facred truth, and to arrange

providential difpenfations, as to have a full, connected

view of the whole. In this knowledge they find

much pleaiure and delight. Far from being dif-

gufted with the difcoveries contained in the word of

God,
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God, or the difpofitions of Providence, they are

greatly fattsfied with the ways and works ofGod.

As u nation that did righteoufnefs. They not only

abilained from profanity and impiety, from fraud

and injuftice, but aimed to give to every one his due,

fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour, and tri-

bute to whom tribute is due. They not only de-

claimed loudly againft wrong, deceit, and iniquitous

tranfactions, but they manifefted, in their converfa-

tion and conduct, high refpecl to equity and honefty,

fo that, in their collective capacity, they afTumed the

appearance of a kingdom, or large fociety, wherein

perfons of all ranks were devoted to the fervice of

God, and followed after righteoufnefs, faith, charity,

and peace with them that Call on the Lord.

—

And
forfook not the ordinances of their God. Amid the va-

rious temptations whereby many are feduced from

punctual, profitable attendance on them, the people

whole character is delineated, having formed the

good refolution of pious Nehemiah, exprehed in
4 thefe words : ' We will not forfake the houfe of
* our God/ did not defert the facred institutions of

Divine worfhip, appointed to be obferved in the

Church, as part of the homage due to Jehovah, and as

means of improvement, in preparation for the fervices

of the heavenly fanctuary. Neither allurements

nor dangers could deter them from foiemnizing the

inftitutions he had eftablifhed, for promoting his ho-

nour and their benefit. To this fleady conduct they

were urged by the consideration, that the ordinances

which they obferved proceeded from their God, who
had brought them under manifold obligations firmly

to adhere to his fervice.

They aft of me the ordinances ofjuflice, to point out

what ought to be believed, and what fnould be done,

that thereby they might regulate their faith and
practice. Solicitous to be well informed of the will

of God, refpecting the duties of devotion and of

righteoufnefs, they applied to him, requefting that

he would be pleafed clearly to difcover them, and to

make
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make them underftand the way of his precepts. In

this manner they expreffed dependence on Jehovah,
the one law-giver, who prefides over his Church, and
their fervent delires of having made known to them
his good and perfect, will concerning them.

—

They

take delight in approaching to God, that, as indigent

creatures, he may fupply their wants; that, as fervants,

they may receive frelh intimations of his pleafure ;

that, as children, they may obtain his benediction;

that, as friends, they may be admitted to intercourfe

with him. Drawing near to God they confider to

be at once their privilege and duty, convinced that

all the benefits they enjoy, or 'hope to receive, pro-

ceed from his bountiful hand, they come with fre-

quency and pleafure into his prefence, who is the

fource of all excellence and goodnefs.—Such, my
brethren, is the description of the people to whom
God, by our prophet, adminifters reproof, on account

.of the formality and hypocrify that were blended

with their bed performances, which therefore were

not found perfect, before God. Do you then feri-

oufly confider if your hearts are right with God, and
found in his ftatutes ; if there is an intimate corre-

fpondence betwixt your hearts and your holy pro-

feffion. Examine your fpiritual ftate, inquire into

your conduct. Though you are not addi&ed to pro-

fane fwearing, to profanation of the Sabbath, to fins

inconfillent with the love ofyour neighbour, or negli-

gent in the performance of relative duties ; if you
have confidence in yourfelves, and do not worfhip

God in the fpirit, you are deflitute of the life and
power of godlinefs. Notwithstanding you may be
frequent in reading, hearing, and meditating on the

word of God, and much employed in prayer,

falling, and converfing on religious fubjects ; if you
truft to thefe things, and make them the foundation

of your hopes ; if you are intemperate, unjuft, cen-

forious, difcontented, cruel, and uncharitable, you
build your hopes on the fand, and are not a whit

better than thofe of whom lfaiah here fpeaks. Be
careful
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careful to live and walk uniformly, as becomes per-

fons who really wifti to have the teftimony of God,

of their own coniciences, and of men alfo, that they

are in truth what they profeis.

3. 1f Wherefore have we faded, fay tbey,

and thou feeft not ? wherefore have we afflic-

ted our foul, and thou takeft no knowledge ?

Behold, in the day of your faft you find plea-

fure, and exarft all your labours.

Inquiry is made why God did not teftify his regard

for the homage prefented to him by his people,

to which anfvver is given in the latter part of the

verfe.—Wherefore have wefafted, in obedience to the

Divine authority, after the illuflrious examples of

eminent men of God, and in whole, or in part, ab-

ftained from food and fenfual indulgences ? In

reply, I lay, that abitinence from the gratification of

bodily appetites may be neceflary to feme, in certain

circumftances, and to ethers it may prove a iignal

act of felf denial. This reftraining from carnal en-

joyments, though accompanied with a demure, peni-

tential appearance, like bodily exercife, avaiieth lit-

tle, and therefore Jefus Chrift directs his cliiciples not

to appear to men to faft, but to their Father in hea-

ven *. That a difference in fentiment and practice

in this matter may not prove a fource of contention

among Chriftians, theapoiile Paul, under the conduct

cf his Mailer, gives this falutary direction :

4 Let not
4 him that eateth, defpife him that eateth not, and let

' not him who eateth not, judge him that eateth j.'

The heart is wmat God principally regards, and to it

chief attention fhould be fixed. The main bufinefs

of a faft-day, as intimated in the following words, is

to afnicl the foul with the remembrance of pad tranf-

greffions, of the dishonour done to God, and the in-

jury done to ourfelves—to give check to thofe licen-

tious

* Mat. v'i. iS. + Rom. xiv. 3.
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did not fend them deliverance, nor granted the
requefts which they afked, becaufe they proceeded
from feigned lips, and their hearts were not upright

before him. They did not fait in obedience to his

authority, from defire to enjoy intercourfe with him,
and to do him honour; but to get eafe from the load

that they felt, and to avert the miferies which they
feared

Behold in the day of your faft you find pieafure, &c.
This reply to the preceding inquiry plainly inti-

mates, that people on fail days mould not only ab-

ftain from the pleafures of fin, but from thofe grati-

fications which may be lawfully enjoyed at other

times. This charge taxes thofe againft whom it is

brought, with having neglected to celebrate their

fails according to the prefcriptions given in the word
of God, and with accommodating the obfervance of

them to their own humours and the defires of their

hearts. The covetous, who are exceedingly parfi-

monious of their time and expences, reckon that not

only to be loft which is given to the poor, but that

which is taken from the feafon wherein they might
have been gaining by induitry, with reluctance ab-

ftain from their employments. The voluptuous, who
are averfe to lofe any opportunity of enjoying the

pleafures they find in focial intercourfe with their

companions, fpend great part of the day in vifiting

and receiving vifits, and in convivial entertainments

with their friends. The vain and the gay, who
abhor reftraint and whatever might interrupt their

mirth, are occupied in dreffing and adorning them-
feives with ornaments and fineries in the earlier part

of the day, that they may make a more brilliant

appearance in the evening, in the meetings and com-
panies to which they are to refort. The multitude of

the common people, who are regardlefs of things

facred, pafs the day in idlenefs, in amufements, and
in thofe diffipations which are mod fuited to their

tafte. Others, fome of whom profefs to be religious,

do not remit their labours in fuch feafons, but affidu-

oufly
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oufly profecute fome parts of bufinefs

—

And exact

all their labours from the ir dependants and domeftics,

which at other times they demand. The Hebrew
word here ufed fignifies, that they require with ri-

gour all thofe things whereby they grieve and dif-

trefs others; exacting of their fervants, and thole

jn their employ, fuch work as they perform on

other days. Taefe things have been often fublti-

tuted in the place of the devotional exercifes to

which fail days ought to be appropriated, or in fome

meafure have been blended with them. In tnis manner
the Divine acceptance of the fervices prefenred to

God on fuch occaiions hath been hindered, and he

hath declared, ' Wnen ye make miny prayers, I will
4 not hear*.'—Let us confcientiouily beware of every

error, and of every practice inconfillent with inte-

grity and the faithful difcharge of duty ; let us

guard, in particular, againft attempting to impofe up-

on God, by performing fome fmall part of what he re-

quires, initead of the whole, which is mucri more ab-

furd hypocrify than endeavouring to deceive our

fellow creatures. •

4. Behold, ye faft for ftrife and debate,

and to fmite with the fift of wickednefs ; ye

lhall not faft as ye do this day, to make your

voice to be heard on high.

The contentious, factious fpirit with which fails

were ubferved, and the oitentatious manner in which

they were fpent, are fharply reproved. Religious

fails, fuch as God hath enjoined, being inftituted,

among other purpofes, to banifh from fociety difcord,

with its difagreeable concomitants, how difgraceful,

how criminal, for people to counteract thefe benevo-

lent deiigns, by keeping fuch days for ends diame-

trically oppofite ! To convince thofe to whom this

difcourfe was eipecially directed, that this was indeed

Vol. IV. N n the

* Chap. i. 5.
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the fad-, they are required to review their conduct,

that they might fee their lin and folly. You fay

that you have fafted, but have you performed this

duty according to the commandment, to heal your
divifions, to allay your animofities, to remove your
differences, and to forfake your wicked ways ? The
fafts which you have folemnized ferved to promote
purpofes the very reverfe of thefe, fuch as conten-

tion, with every evil work ; therefore they have not

been acceptable to God, but are deferving of fharp

reproof. From the very face of this charge it ap-

pears, that there fubfifted among thofe againft

whom it was brought, parties at variance one with

another, and that each blamed the mifconduct and
fins of the other, as the caufe of their diftrefTes, from
which they had not been delivered. In confequence

whereof, thofe devotional exercifes, which fhould

have been the means of eflabliming reconciliation

and harmony, became a bond of contention, and
added new force to the voice of faction. People in

general, inftead of judging themfelves, which is the

proper bufineis of a fait day, unjuftly condemned
their brethren who differed from them, injured, in-

fulted, and wickedly endeavoured to afflict and
opprefs them.

lejhall notfaft as ye do this day, &c. Your fafts

have not been fo oblerved, that you can expect God
will regard and accept of your confeffions and fup-

plications. You fhall not continue to do in time to

come as you have done in time pad ; you fhall be

deprived of fuch favourable opportunities as you
have enjoyed, or you fhall improve them to better

purpofes, being divefted of your hypocrify and va-

nity, whereby you have been induced—To make
your voice to be heard on high. In this manner, af-

fuming the appearance of extraordinary fanctity and
fervent devotion, which you were defirous fhould be
noticed, you acted, whiiit devoid of correfponding

difpofitions of mind. The Lord God, highly dif-

pleafed at their difiimulation in his fervice, and their

vain
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vain oftentation of penitence, whereof they were

really deflitute, folemnly declares, that they mould
not be allowed much longer to continue their hypo-

critical fails.—By this conilderation we ought to be

excited to iludy iincerity and uprightnefs in all our

profeffions of repentance, and to take heed that they

be the genuine expreflions of unfeigned humiliation

and contrition, led God be provoked to deprive us

of the advantages we enjoy.

5. Is it fuch a faft that I have chofen ? a

day for a man to afflict his foul ? /*/ it to bow
down his head as a bulrufh, and to fpread

fackcloth and afh.es under him ? wilt thou call

this a fait, and an acceptable day to the

Lord ?

Ifaiah inquires of the people he now addreffes, if

they indeed imagined that God would regard and
accept of the fails which were obferved in the man-
ner above mentioned. To fuppofe that God, who
requires to be worihipped in ipirit and in truth, ap-

proves and takes pleafure in the external fervices

performed by thofe who are devoid of fuitable difpo-

litions
o
of mind, is highly unreafonable and abfurd.

If you foolifhly think, that by abilaining for a fhorfc

time from animal gratifications, whim the foul is fub-

ject to the dominion of fin, and is not purified from
vicious affections, you can pleafe God, you muit
admit either that God does not regard the heart, and
that he is indifferent as to the (late of mind the per-

fon is in who engages in his fervice—or that external

homage, fuch as proceeds not from the heart, meets

his approbation, and is all that he requires. Such
extravagant notions are abfurd in the extreme, and
inconfiftent with the character of Jehovah, and the

declarations contained in the holy Scriptures. Some
of the fails no doubt, mentioned in the Old Testa-

ment, as that of the Nmevites, were not fuch, in all

refpe&s,
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refpects, as God requires, yet were they gracioufly

regarded by him, and proved the means, through the

Divine clemency, ,of averting for a time deferved ca-

lamities. Their humiliation feems to have been
fincere, and joined with an afflictine fenfe of merited

awful judgments, which were followed with tempo-
rary exemption from the miferks they had incurred.

A dayfor a man to qffliEh his foul, or, as the Hebrew
words may denote, * to afflict his foul for a day, fo as

' to be diftreffed and grieved on account of his undu-
* ti&l and ungrateful conduct toward God, who had
1 daily loaded him with benefits; and his return to

* folly after folemn confeffions, proteftations, and

\ many warnings and admonitions.'

—

To bow down
his head as a bulru/Jj, which during a ftorm bends to

the ground, and after the temped ceafes, again riles

to its ordinary height. In like manner, thofe who
are here reproved, during a fart- day feem to be
deeply humbled for fin, though their hearts on that

account are not dejected ; but when the day is pail,

they aflume a new appearance, they return to their

former line of conduct, and become as proud and
vain as ever they were before.

—

And to fpread fack-
cloth and afhes under him, which was confidered of
old as the ceremonial part of repentance. The
practice was anciently adopted in time of great af-

fliction and forrowful lamentation, on account of pre-

vailing iniquity and impending judgments, as a badge
of deep humiliation and felf-aba'fement*. In this

manner they pretended that they were much grieved

becaufe of their tranlgreffions, when in truth they
felt no compunction of foui, no godly forrow for the

fins they had committed.

—

Wilt thou call this afafl %

&c. Doth fuch a fuperficial obfervance of a day,
fet apart for the exercifes of genuine repentance,
deferve this defignation ? Do you really imagine,
that a portion of time appropriated to the folemn
fervice of God, fpent in this manner, can be accept-

able

* Job xlii. 6.
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able in his fight who hath pleafure in upright fnefs,

and knoweth all things ? Do you indeed fuppofe,

that external profefiions of humility, deftitute of con-

trite hearts, can be well-pleafing to the Lord, who re-

quires truth in the inward parts? A day wafted in

hypocritical acts of devotion does not deferve the

name ofafaft day, and inftead of being acceptable,

mud be an abomination to the Lord, who hates

every fpecies of diffimuiation—Recollect ferioufly,

my friends, in what manner you obferved the faft

days which of late were appointed for promoting

pious purpofes, and if they have proved fubfervient,

through the Divine bleiling, for advancing your beft

interefts.

6. Ts not this the faft that I have chofen?

to loofe the bands of wickednefs, to undo the

heavy burdens, and to let the oppreiTed go

free, and that ye break every yoke.

The exercifes fuited to an acceptable fad are par-

ticularly defcribetfc, from whence it is evident, that

the external profeilion of penitence is unavailable in

the light of God, unlets accompanied with corre-

fponding good difpofitions, and the practice of thofe

duties which are connected with fuch a profeilion.

If you willi to know in what manner a fait ought to

be obferved, full information is given in this and the

verfe that immediately follows, to which you Humid
carefully attend. True repentance is to be mani-

feited by a hearty renunciation of former fins, and

the faithful performance of the oppofite duties. The
former of thefe is mentioned in this, and the latter

in the next verfe. Let us confider them in the or-

der in which they ftand.—The fall that God hath

chofen, of which he approves and gracioufly regards,

is defigned

To loofe the bands of wickednefs. Wickednefs may
here denote criminal indulgence in fin, the avowed
practice of every fpecies of tranfgreffion, and an obfti-

nate
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nate oppofition to the authority and the fervice

of Jehovah. Iniquity hath its cords, and wick-

ednefs hath its bands, whereby thofe who are un-

der its influence are confined to its fervice, and
unhappily reitrained from fuhjection to God.—
Corrupt inclinations, vicious paffions, foolifh pretexts

joined to falfe maxims, ftrong attachments to pre-

sent advantages, form the bands whereby wicked-

nefs retains her votaries under her control, and con-

flrains people to yield obedience to her dictates. On
a fad day thefe bands ought to be loofed, and broken

afunder; former intimate connection with finful

gratifications fhould be dhTolved, that, being freed

from the fetters of iniquity, they may participate of

the glorious liberty of the children of God.

—

To undo

the heavy burdens. The words mult be underftood,

not in their literal,- but in their figurative fenfe, in

order to know the true meaning of the-expreffion,

and to learn one important defign of a fad day.

Sins of various kinds, which are a heavy oppreffive

load, are doubtlefs the burdens here intended. In

this view the king of lfrael confidered them, in the

pfalm he wrote to bring to remembrance, where he

fays, * Mine iniquities are gone over my head, as a
* heavy burden ; they are too heavy for me *.' They
deprive thofe who fubmit to bear their enormous

weight of real freedom, they prevent true enjoy-

ment, they occafion much labour and toil, they fub-

ject to fervitude and opprefiion, and often give much
uneafinefs both to foul and body. A chofen fait is

intended to undo thefe burdens, by feparating them
from each other, and removing them from off thofe

who had been entangled and diftreffed by them, that

they may walk at liberty in keeping God's pre-

cepts.

And to let the opprejjed go free. People may be

opprefied in their perfons, by confinement and rigor-

ous exactions of hard labour ; in their reputations, by
unmerited reproaches; in their eftates, by being

forcibly or fraudulently fpoiled of their goods; and in

their.

* Pfal. xxxyiii. 4.
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their minds and conferences, by fevere impofitions
and refractions. Thofe who fuffer in any of thefe
ways mould be liberated from the hardships and
reftraints to which they have been obliged to fubmit,

and reftored to the enjoyment of the advantages
whereof they were unjuftly deprived. The grievous

iin of oppreflion mull be abandoned, and that wThich
hath been injurioufly taken away muit be given
back. Neither that which is wrong muft be im-
pofed, nor that which is right withheld from the molt
helplefs, fuch as the ftranger, the poor, the widow,
and the fatherlefs; but whatfoever molefted or dif-

trefFed them mould be removed.

—

And that ye break
every yoke. Thefe words ferve to explain and illuf-

trate the preceding articles, whilft they fignhicantly

leprefent another important exercife, fuitable to a

faft day. Deliverance mould not only be granted
to the opprefled, but thofe grievous yokes mould be
broken whereby people have been galled and de-

tained in bondage, whereby they have been obliged

to labour and fufFer, fo as to have felt painful effects

in their bodies, minds, or circumftances. All thefe

hurtful incumbrances, under which they have groan-

ed ought to be removed, and broken in pieces, fo that

they never more ferve the cruel purpofes to which
they have been applied. The amount of thefe par-

ticulars feems to be fhortly this, that, to the right

fa notification of a faft, it is requifite that thofe who
obferve it do what lies in their power to fet at liberty

thofe who have been oppreffed by the dominion of

iin, by the tyranny of unjuft ufurpation, and the

fpirit that worketh in the children of diibbedience.

Indeed, every one, who has fenfe enough to know
what he is about, will exert his utmoft efforts, efpeci-

ally on fuch an occafion, to accomplifh thefe benevo-

lent purpofes.

7. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry,

and that thou bring the poor that are caft out

to
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to thy houfe? when thou feeft the naked, that

thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy-

felf from thine own flefli ?

Fad days are inftituted, not only that perfons may
fupplicate mercy from God, but that they may per-

form acls of kindnefs and compaffion to their needy
brethren. Works of charity, hofpitality and benefi-

cence, which are the beft proofs of real repentance,

and of conformity to him who hath faid ' it is more
* blelTed to give than to receive/ are well adapted to

the fails which God hath chofen. The firit inftance

of liberality that is mentioned is, to deal thy bread to

the hungry, who are deftitute of daily food, who have

not what is neceffary for their fuftenance, and there-

fore iland in need of affiftance and relief. To thofe

who are in (traitened circumflances, and in real indi-

gence, provifions ought to be difliibuted with pru-

dence and difcretion, and fupplies granted as ability

permits, as neceflity requires, as opportunity offers,

and information fuggefts to be molt expedient. To
this humane, kind exercife, the moil ample encou-

ragement is given in the facred Scriptures, where it

is often required by the fupreme authority of Jeho-
vah. The practice of this duty is there urged, by
the dictates of humanity and the tendernefs of human
nature; by the love of God, the grace of the Lord

Jefus Chriit; by exceeding great and precious pro-

mifes, refpe&ing this and the future world; and
therefore it mould be performed with alacrity and
pleafure.

—

And that thou bring the poor that are cajt

out to thy houfe. The indigent, who, notwithstanding

their heneft efforts and perfevering induftry, are un-

able to fupport themfelves, and thofe for whom it is

their duty to provide, claim peculiar attention at all

limes, efpecially on fafl days, which ought to be

appropriated to this, among other purpofes. Such
needy people, diflrefled with want, ought to fhare in

the hoipitality of the day, and in thofe domeftic

comforts
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comforts of which the family are daily participating.

They ought either to be brought to the houfe, as

here directed, or to have what is neceffiry to their

relief fent to them, that the poor and him that hath

no helper may be delivered.

When thm feeji the naked, that thou cover him.

Thofe who are deftitute of cl jthing fufficient to

cover and defend them from the inclemency of the

weather, and to enable them to make a decent
appearance in fociety, ought to have their waritfs

fupplied, to be furnifhed with garments, however
homely, or with what is needful to procure th->n.

Plaulible profeffion and good words, howev-r tooth-

ing, cannot excufe from offices of humanity and
charity, which mould be proportioned to the abilities

of the giver and the neceiflties of the receiver. The
rich in this world mufi be rich in good works, willing

to diitribute and ready to communie <>te, particularly

on days of falling. Thus did upright job, who was
willing to have fubmitted to various levere afflictions,

had he feen any perilh for want of clothing, or any
poor without covering *. And that thou hide not thy~

felffrom thine ownflejh. Men are brethren to each

other, being all partakers of the fame fleih and blood.

The hungry, the poor, and the naked, are intin.ately

connected with the wealthy, who live in affluence,

on the bell provilions, and are drefTed in the fineit

apparel. The rich, mindful of this circumftance,

ought not to decline looking on objects of compai-

iion, but to open their bowels and their hands for

their afiiftance ; and, on days fet apart for humilia-

tion and prayer, to (hew mercy with cheerful nefs.

Thankful ought they to be, that by acts of beneficence,

they are called to imitate the bielfed God, who gives

to all liberally ; that they are honoured to be the in-

flrurnents of diminifhing the mileries of the wretched;

that they are lending of their fubilance to the Lord,

who will repay ; that they are laying up in floie a

good foundation for the time to come ; that they

Vol. V. O o remove
* Job #xxi. 19. etfef.
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remove at lead one obftru&ion that might prevent

their cries for mercy from being heard ; and that

tiiey are offering the facrifice of doing good, which is

acceptable to God, through Jefus Chrift, who will

not permit a cup of cold water given to one of his

difciples to pafs unnoticed and unrewarded.—Thefe

are the exercifes to be performed on fuch falls as

God hath chofen ; and, if rightly confidered, they

ought to reftrain even piecenders to religion from de-

riding or thinking meanly of this practice. Though
they may judge fuch feafons uielefs to them, yet

they are not fo to others, who in many refpedts have

experienced their falutary influence and bleffed

effects.

8. f Then fhall thy light break forth as the

morning, and thine health fhall fpring forth

fpeedily : and thy righteoufnefs fhall go be-

fore thee ; the glory of the Lord fhall be thy

rere-ward.

The happy confequences refulting from fads, ob-

ferved in the manner above prefcribed. are deline-

ated in beautiful figurative language.

—

ThenJJjall thy

light break forth as the morning. You (hall not only

be delivered from the evils whereof you complain,

but you fhall be advanced to a comfortable and joy-

ful condition The light promifed to arife is not to

be underftood in the literal, but in the figurative

fenfe, denoting profpenty and felicity, which, like the

light of the fun, are cheering and refre(hing. It

may comprehend increafing knowledge of Divine

truth, progreffive holinefs, and conformity to the will

of God, with thofe iublime confolations which are

reviving and pleafant to the mind, as natural light is

to the eyes of men. This light (hall break forth as

the morning, which fuddenly appears at the ap-

pointed time, afTecls more fenlibly than the brighter

light at noon, and gradually advances until it arrive

at
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at meridian fplendour. Though your ftate be afflic-

tive and forrowfu), difconfblate and perplexing, like

the condition of thofe who are bewildered during the

darknefs of the night, the Lord God will make that

light to break forth upon you. which (hall difpel dif-

trelfes and griefs, and (nine.with increafingluftre, until

it reach the perfect day. By a growing practical ac-

quaintance, with the ways ofGod and enlarged experi-

ence of his Divine confolations,you (hall certainly and
fpeedily find, that * light is fown for the righteous,

• and gladnefs for the upright in heart * ' Such is

the excellence, the worth, and the utility of the be-

nefits here intended, that they far tranfcend the

powers of language fully to defcribe them.

And thine healthJhatl Spring forth fpeedily. This
expreffion, remarkable tor its beauty and elegance,

contains a reviving afiurance of a precious bleffing

to be enjoyed by thofe who keep acceptable fails to

the Lord Sin hath ipread a mortal contagion

through the whole human conftitution, which hath

deprived it of its primitive foundnefs and vigour.

Both the fouls and bodies of men are liable to dif-

orders and difeafes which are exceedingly dangerous,

and difficult to be removed. Attention to this cir-

cumftance, which is too little confidered, may ferve

to friew the high importance and ineftimable value

of the benefit contained in this promife. If it is

made to the Church in general, as a happy fruit of

obferving fuch fafts as God hath choien, it comprifes

the cure of thofe backflidings and divifions, which,

like corroding maladies, had preyed on their vitals,

and thereby enfeebled and injured their fpiritual

itrength and comelinefs. If viewed as given to the

people of God in their individual capacity, the health

of the body may be included, though not mainly in-

tended, efpecially reftoration to that fpiritual found-

nefs and ability, which is often, with much folicitude,

fought in vain, and which is health to the fleih and
marrow to the bones. Of all temporal mercies, health

V
f JfaL xcvii. lit
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is the mod excellent, and of all fpiritual bleffings,

the profperity of the foul is the chief and mod de-
finable.—This health is foretold to Jpring up fpeedily.

The exp'reffion may allude to a tree, which for fome
time having decayed inwardly, or having been cut
near the ground, frefh vigorous (hoots arife from the
root and remaining trunk, which rapidly grow to

confiderable height and drength. in like manner
the Church of God, and his fervants individually,

find, that by means of the faithful obfervance of the
fa ts, the body of fin and death is deflroyed, corrupt
paliioris are mortified, farther fpiritual decay is pre-
vented, the health and profperity of the foul is re-

ftored. Graces and virtues, which formerly had not
been vifible, quickly fpring up and flourilh with new
beauty and vigour, to the glory of God and their

own comfort.

And thy righteoufnefsJhall go before thee. Though
all the good things which God confers upon his peo-

ple flow not from the merit of their bed perform-
ances, but from his fovereign grace, and are conveyed
to them through the Lord our Righteoufnefs, a cer-

tain right to them accrues from the gracious promifes

of Jehovah, in coniequence of their poiTeffing the

characters ot thofe to whom the aflurances are given.

1 he righteoufnefs of your Lord and 6aviour, with
whom ) ou are intimately connected, and in whom
you confide, (ball go before you, to procure deliver-

ance from evil, protection from danger, victory over

enemies, with every thing necefTary to your happi-

nefs. And your own actual righteoufnefs and good

conduct, to which you are directed and afllfted by
that spirit, whole fruits are in all goodnefs, righteouf-

nefs. and truth, fhall alfo precede you. to evince the

juiiice of your claim, to the accomplishment of the

true and faithful fayings contained in the word of

God.—The glory of the LordJJjalt he thy rere-ward.

1 nere feems to be an obvious reference in th-. fe

words to the protection which the Almighty granted

to ifraei in their journies towards the land of Canaan,

by
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by means of a pillar of the cloud by day, and a pil-

lar of fire by night *• The glory of the Lord may
here fignify his gracious prefence, accompanied with

illuflrious difplays of his omnipotence, and other

Divine excellencies, which are employed for the de-

fence and fafety of his peculiar people. Wmlft
righteoufnefs fhail go bef >re them to prepare their

way, and fhall fet their (reps n his way f, the glory

of Jehovah fhall go behind them, to afford the feeblefl

of them complete protection from the enemies that

would molefl and injure them in their progrefs

through this world, to enlighten their path, and to

render it pleafant and comfortable.

9. Then fhalt thou call, and the Lord fhall

anfwer ; thou fhalt cry, and he fhall fay, Here
I am : if thou take awray from the midft of
thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger,

and fpeaking vanity.

Gracious afTurance is given, that Jehovah will be
propitious to his fervants, and that fpeedy returns

fhall be made to the prayers which they prefent before

him.—The word then feems to have a fpecial refer-

ence to the time in which they keep an acceptable

faft unto the Lord, and foon after it hath been ob-

ferved in the manner he requires. That this decla-

ration might prove the more encouraging, it is adref-

fed, like thofe contained in the foregoing verfe, to

every individual who fanctifies fuch a fail as God
hath chofen. Prayer to God is expreffed by various

names in Scripture, which ferve to point out the

nature of this devotional exercife, or the poflures

wherein it fhould be performed. Supplicants at the

throne of grace are faid to afk, to feek, to knock, to

enquire after God, to lift up their fouls to him, to

wreftle with him, to pour out their hearts before

him,
* Exod. xiii. 20, 21. and Chap. xiv. 19. t Pfal, lxxxv. iu
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him, to make known their requefts to him, to bow
the knees, and to fpread forth the hands. The
phrafes here ufed are calling upon God, and crying

unto him, intimating, that the perfon thus employed,
deeply impreffed with a fenfe of his neceflities and
miferies, implores with earneftnefs and fervour, with

vehemence and importunity, the gracious attention

of Jehovah to his circumftances and requefts. This,

you know, is not only a high privilege, but an indif-

penfible duty, enforced by the fupreme authority of

the Lord God, who explicitly requires this homage.
It is the facriflce he is pleafed to accept, when offered

according to his prefcnption, it is the bleffed mean
of maintaining intimate mtercourfe with him, and one
of the ordinances he hath inftituted for advancing his

own glory, and promoting the happinefs of his people.

It is admirably adapted to their prefent indigent

condition, to exprefs their dependence on God, to

obtain from him the fupply of thtir wants, and the

accomplifhment of his promifes. To this becoming
exerciie they are ftrongly urged, not only by their own
feelings, but by the amiable characters and attributes

of Jehovah, by the mediation of his Son, the office

of his Spirit, and the affurances of being heard and
anfwered.

The Lord flail a?ifwer, and he foallfay. here I am.
There is not, perhaps, any duty to which God hath
given greater encouragement, and fo many precious

promifes, as he hath given to prayer. A remarkable
inftance is contained in the words now read. Hav-
ing appropriated to himfelf the character of the hearer

of prayer, he hath explicitly declared that he will

grant the fupplications of his fervants; and the fulleft

affurance is given that he will not fuller one jot of

his word to fail of its accompliihment. Though for

good rcafons he granted not the requefl. of Mofes,

that he might go into the land of Canaan, and the

prayer of David for the recovery of his child, he
commonly does more than gratify the prayers of his

fervants, as in the inftances of-Abraham, Jacob, and
Solomon,
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Solomon. What fpeedy anfwers did the Lord God
give to the requefh of Elias, of D miel, of Hezekiah,

of Jonah, Cornelius; &c. and thofe v/ho prayed for

the liberation of the apoitle Peter. Indeed, the ex-

perience of the faints in all ages give teltimony to

the truth which is here affirmed. And have not

fome of you, my hearers, found that, when you called

upon the Lord, and cried to him in diftreis, he fenfc

you relief; that when in neceility, he fupplied your

wants; that when in danger, he granted deliverance;

that when in perplexity, he reiblved your doubts;

and in time of temptation, he feafonably interpofecL

Be allured, that he who hath heard and delivered

will continue to give ear to your fupplications. He
who hath bellowed the greater! mercies will not

refufe to confer leffer favours. He who fpared not

his own Son, will not deny, to thofe who thankfully

receive his uni'peakable gift, grace and glory, with

every good thing. How complete, how fatisfying,

the evidence of the comfortable truth we have been

•onfidering.

If thou take away from the mldjl of thee the yoke,

&c. Thefe words feem to be connected more pro-

perly with what follows in the next verfe, than with

what goes before. 1 hey clearly ftate what is indif-

penfibly requifite to the well-grounded expectation

©f the anfwer to prayer, and the enjoyment of profpe-

rity and comfort. To obtain thefe important privileges,

the heavy yoke of fin and oppreffion, which was

fpoken of in verfe 6. mull not only be broken, but

quite removed. 1 apprehend that it is unneceffary

to add any thing at prefent to what was then faid

on the fubject. Another bad practice which mult

be laid afide, is

—

The puttingforth of the finger, which

is fometimes done in way of contempt and ridicule

of thofe who are the objects of reproach and detefta-

tion. In this cafe it commonly proceeds from pride

and vanity, and is directed toward thofe who arp

meant to be infulted and derided. In this expreflion

may be comprehended every other indication of

haughtinefe
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haughtinefs and infolence, which mail: be laid alide

by thofe who entertain hopes of the Divine accep-

tance, 2nd ofexperiencing the happy effects of fading

and prayer. It is added

—

Andfpeaking vanity, which

in the holy Scriptures denotes unprofitable, idle, falfe,

deceitful, malicious converfation, and foolifh alterca-

tion, which among many who profefs Chriftianity is

lamentably prevalent. The fum of this article is

comprifed in the apoflolical exhortation *, i Let all

c bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and
* evil-fpeaking, be put away from you, with all ma-
* lice. And be ye kind, one to another, tender-
* hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for

* Chrill's fake, hath forgiven you.'

10. And if thou draw out thy foul to the

hungry, and fatisfy the afflicted foul; then ihall

thy light rife in obfcurity , and thy darknefs be

as the noon-day.

The exercifes of beneficence are alfo required of

thofe who would enjoy the precious blefling men-
tioned in the latter part of this verfe. In the facred

Oracles, the word foul is ufed in fomewliat different

fenfes. In this expreilion, it may denote the flrong

inclination and delire of the mind, which is doubtlrfs

its meaning in Prov. xxvii. 7. where the wife man
faith, ; The full foul loatheth the honey-comb,' i. e.

one whofe deiire or appetite is fatisfied, is averfe to

the moft delicious food. Chryfoftom, the eloquent

father in the Church, having cited this proverb in his

fermon againft fuperfluity and excefs, thus proceeds :

' Is it not extreme madnefs to limn a table covered
* by frugality, where all good things are enjoyed with
* pleafure, and fweetened by the love of God, and to

* fpread another table replete with innumerable cala-

' mities, that are unpleafant and mortal, and, which is

' the moil grievous thing of all, is highly provoking
to

* Eph. ir. 3 1; 32.
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4 to God.'—The lateBifhop of London jaftly remarks,

that this is an obfcure phrafe, ufed by Ifaiah in the be-

ginning of this verfe, and without example in any other

place; and he therefore thus tranflates the words:
4 If thou bring forth thy bread to the hungry.' And
to juftify this tranflation, he fays, that there are eight

Manufcripts which have the Hebrew word for bread,

inftead of that which is rendered foul. We may, if you
pleafe, in explaining the prophet's meaning, unite

both readings of the text. The expreffion then may
denote, that thofe who wi(h to polTefs the annexed
privileges, muft, on all proper occalions, manifeft a

benevolent difpofition, by bringing forth bread to

the hungry, who are deftitute of proviiion neceffary

for the fupport of life, and by cheerfully giving them
what is requifite to fupply their urgent neceflities.

The following words ferve to illuftrate this kind af-

fection.

—

Andfatisfy the qffliftedfoul, the perfon who
is diftreffed either in body or mind, either in his tem-

poral or fpiritual interefls. To fuch, relief (hould be

readily adminiftered, in fuch a way and meafure as

may gratify his juft defires, and afford him good

reafon for fatisfaction and contentment.—Thefe are

effential ingredients in the character of the man that

God gracioully regards, of the upright, on whom light

arifeth in darknefs : they are fubftantial evidences of

fubjection to his fupreme authority, and of that ge-

nerous temper toward the indigent, which is ftrongly

inculcated in the holy Scriptures.

Then/ball thy light rife in ohfcurity, &c. What a

Valuable collection of precious benefits are brought

forward in this and the two next verfes, to be enjoyed

by him whofe difpofition and conduct is delineated in

this and the preceding verfes !—The obfcurity and

darknefs, whereof our prophet ipeaks* may denote

the evils and miferies wherein the perfon had been

involved that he defcribes, the diftreffed, difconfolate

condition, to which for fome time he had been re-

duced by private and public calamities. This for-

lorn ftate, into which he had fallen, (hall be reverfed,

- Vol; IV, P p and
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and happily exchanged for that which is profperous

and comfortable. By the word and Spirit of the

living God his way (hall be illuminated, and he (hall

be conducted in the way of righteoufnefs and peace.

By the favour and bleffing of God he (hall be en-

riched and delighted ; his laudable enterprizes, ri-

pened into maturity, (hall be crowned with fuccefs,

fo that he (hall rejoice in the profperity to which,

through the mercy of God, he is advanced. In both

the expreffions here ufed, I fuppofe the fentiment is

nearly the fame ; and being repeated, the certainty

of the event is more forcibly intimated, and the high

degree of felicity and comfort to which he (hall be

elevated, is more fenhbly impreffed on the mind. In

p'ace of affliction (hall be health ; in room of dis-

turbance, tranquillity ; mourning (hall be turned in-

to joy, and he ihall be made glad according to the

days wherein he hath teen evil.

ii. And the Lord fhall guide thee conti-

nually, and fatisfy thy foul in drought, and
make fat thy bones : and thou fhalt be like a

watered garden, and like a fpring of water,

whofe waters fail not.

Exceeding great and precious bleflings, whatfoever

contributes to render one fate and happy, are pro-

mifed to be conferred on the truly penitent and be-

nevolent.

—

The Lord willguide thee continually. The
high importance of this benefit is bed underftood, by
considering how prone even the upright among men
are to deviate from the path of life, and to turn to

the right hand or to the left. This circumftance

places this aflurance in a very interefting point of

view, and (hould excite admiration and praife of the

rich grace from whence it proceeds, wfailft it ferves

to convey a juft fenfe of its worth and fuitablenefs.

The Lord God, the Wonderful Counfellor will be

thy unerring guide \ in the courfe of providence he

will



Ver. ii. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 299

will make his way plain before thy face ; he will

fend forth his light and truth, to afford thee direc-

tion ; he will give thee the good conduct of his word
and Spirit, and teach thee the way wherein thou

fhouldeft go, not for a feafon only, or at fome critical

juncture, but continually, in all affairs, in all places,

and at all times. Thus, guided by his counfel, thou

mayeft boldly fay, This God is my God for ever, and

he will be my guide even unto death.

—

And fatisfy

thyfoul in drought. Whilft other people are diftrerTed

by awful judgments, the poifon whereof drinketh up
their fpirits, fo that they are confumed by the difplea-

fure of the Almighty, he will mercifully preierve

thee from overwhelming calamities. He will not

fuffer thy expectation to perifh, but will fulfil thy

enlarged defires of temporal and fpirkual bleflings

;

he will fatiate thy longing foul, and thou (halt be fa-

tisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, and ' thy mouth
' fhall praife him with joyful lips *.'

And makefat thy hones, or, as the Hebrew word
denotes, he will llrengthen and make them rejoice.

One of the fathers in the Church, defcanting on thefe

words, quotes the proverb, which faith, * a good re-

1 port maketh the bones fat ;' the meaning of which

is, he fays, it increafeth the virtues. This interpre-

tation he thus illuftrates :—Commendation is due to

virtue, praife excites emulation, emulation Simulates

to virtue, and virtue produces happinefs and comfort f.

It is the part of a wife man not raihly to condemn
what he but partially underftands. Our prophet's

words feem to import, that the humble and charit-

able, far from being debilitated and emaciated by the

performance of the various exercifes of Divine wor-

ship, fhall thereby be invigorated and gladdened.

As fin and forrow drieth the bones, and enfeebles the

ftrongeft human conftitution, fo the duties of devo-

tion and benevolence, rightly difcharged, ftrengthen

and refrefh both body and mind. Therefore will

the liberal man exprels gratitude to God, with the

royal

* Pfal. Jxiii. J. f Hieron. in !oc.
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rayal Poet, who fays, * My foul {hall be joyful in the
' Lord, it fliall rejoice in his falvation : All my bones
' fliall fay, Lord who is like unto thee, who delivereth
4 the poor from him that is too ftrong for him/ &c *.

And thou /halt be like a watered garden. Ifaiah,

who deduces the principal ornaments of his difcourfe

from natural objects, exhibits, by two agreeable, ele-

gant comparifons, that are familiar and perfpicuous,

different in kind, but correfpondent in fome circum-

ftances, the proiperity and felicity of the humble
and benevolent, to whom God grants the anfwer of

their prayers. Such a one (hall refemble a fine

fruitful garden, which during the heat and drought

of fummer is frequently watered, that abounds with

fragrant flowers, with vines, olives, and delicious fruits,

and being in a mofl flouriibing ftate, difplays a de-

lightful appearance of grace, beauty, and fertility.

By this pleating fimilitude, he decorates and illuf-

Urates his fubject., and places, in a very confpicuous

light, the more lovely and thriving (late of the man
who, refrefhed by the feafonable influx of the gifts

and graces of the Holv Spirit, is filled with the fruits

of righteoufnefs, which are by Jems Chrift, to the

praife and glory of God. That nothing might be
wanting to amplify and embelliih the felicity of this

highly favoured perfon, it is farther affirmed

—

He
/hall be like afpring of water\ whofe waters fail not.

In eaftern countries, during the extreme heat of

fummer, many ftreams and rivers are dried up, and
there is a great fcarcity of water ; fprings, efpecially

thofe which continue to flow at all feafons, are con*

fidered as truly valuable and ufeful. Divine grace,

and its happy effe&s, are compared, with great pro-

priety, to a perennial fpring, from which the thirfty

traveller quenches his thirft, that fertilizes the adja-

cent grounds, and conveys the falutary influence of

its waters, even to places very remote. Thou (halt

not be like the ftreams which, incre&fcd by the rain

of winter, overflow their banks, and for a fhort time

difplay a copious torrent, but are foon dried up. Thy
profperous

* Pfal. xxxv. 9, io.



V£k. II. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 301

profperous ftate (hall refemble a living fountain,

whofe waters inceflantly overflow, and are copioufly

difperfed in every direction, refrefhing the countries

through which they take their courfe. By thefe

agreeable iimilitudes, the pleafing afpecl, the flou-

riihing happy condition, the ftrength, vigour, and
perfeverance of the godly man are reprefented. Re-
plenished and enriched with grace and truth, they

fhall be in him a well of water fpringing up into

everlafting life, lb that neither his own hopes, nor the

expectations cherifhed concerning him fhall be frus-

trated. BkfTed is the man that is in fuch a cafe !

1 2. And they that foall be of thee fhall build

the old wafte places : thou fhalt raife up the

foundations of many generations ; and thou
fhalt be called, The repairer of the breach,

the reftorer of paths to dwell in.

In confequence of the fulfilment of the above
promifes, the defolations of the Church (hall be re-

paired, the foundations fhall be cleared, and the

iuperftru&ure reared up to its former height and
glory. The perfons to be employed in this arduous

work are fo defcribed, as to (hew that they are mem-
bers of the houfehold of God,who having been admit-

ted into his family, are children of the Moil High.

Tbefe men being highly favoured of the Lord, fhall

build the old wafte places, by which may be meant
particular churches, or focieties of profefling Chrifti-

ans, that for a long time had been immerfed in igno-

rance and fuperftition, and deprived of the peculiar

care of Providence, and the communications of his

grace, had fo fallen into ruin, that they had forfeited

the very name they were honoured to bear. Thofe
who were born and educated in the Church (hall

build thefe wafte places, they fhall unite their efforts

fkilfully to difpofe of the materials with which they
are furniflied, to conned them with the fure foun-

dation
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elation God hath laid in Zion, and to carry on the

edifice they mean to rear, fo as it may attain its

former beauty and fplendor. They fhall exert their

utmoft endeavours to eftablim thofe who are under

their influence in their molt holy faith, to reduce

them to entire dependence on the Rock of ages, that

they may thereon erect a comely fuperftructure,

complete, and wanting nothing to render it a fit

habitation of God through the Spirit.

—

Ihou JhaU
raifeap thefoundations of the prophets and the apoftles,

the great fundamental doctrines which they delivered,

and which are contained in the word of God, that

had been buried in obfeurity, and intermixed with

human inventions. Thefe leading truths of the gofpel

were to be examined, compared, and joined together,

in order that upon them, after having been cleared

from rubbifb, men might place their faith and hope,

and by them regulate their future temper and con-

duel:.—The foundations are faid to be of many gene

^

rations, either becaufe for a long period they had been

overthrown, and lain in ruins, not ferving the pur-

pofes for which they were defigned—or becaufe

they were to fubfifl for many ages after they were

reftored to their proper ufe and order, fo as to anfwer

the great ends for winch they were intended, fupport-

ing the magnificent firucture which was to be raifed

to the honour of God.

And thou Jhalt he called the repairer of the breach,

&c, This name fhall certainly be given thee, and
thou fhalt truly deferve this honourable appellation,

fo as to be indeed what thou art called. The en-

ormous fins whereby the people had undermined
found doctrine, overturned the pure worlhip of God,
and departed from the practice of holinefs and right-

eoufnefs, which is at once the evidence and ornament
of a Chriftian profeffion, had made a gap in the hedge
of the divine protection, and opened the way for

the awful vengeance ot the Almighty. This breach

was to be repaired and built up ; the apoflate Church,
which had gone into decay and been long neglected,

were
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were to be recovered from the degenerate condition

into which they had fallen, and were again to be

re-eftabliftied in the enjoyment of the primitive doc-

trine, difcipline, and worfhip, revealed in the Scrip-

tures.

—

A re/lorer of paths to dwell in, or rather, ac-

cording to the more proper tranGation of Dr Lowth,

paths to be frequented by the inhabitants, who
might commodiouily have conftant recourfe to them.

By thefe paths may be intended, the rules and laws

publilhed for the benefit and direction of the people

of God, Thefe ways, which had been greatly en-

cumbered, fo that they could be obferved with dif-

ficulty, and many had wandered from them, were to

be freed from the obftructions by which they had

been clogged. In confequence whereof the Church of

God, reformed from thoie grofs abufes whereby their

faith and practice had been corrupted, brought to a

juft fenfe of their tranfgreflions, and amendment of

their conduct, were to be re-eftablifhed in a happy
and profperous ftate. On thefe accounts they were

to receive the defignations here given them. And
from the circumftances above mentioned, we are

naturally led to fuppofe that this difcourfe hath a

direct reference to the memorable aera of the Refor-

mation, when thefe predictions were remarkably veri-

fied.

13. If If thou turn away thy foot from the

fabbath, from doing thy pleafure on my holy

day, and call the fabbath a delight, the holy of

the Lord, honourable, and fhalt honour him, not

doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleafure, nor fpeaking thine own words.

The Lord God having clearly (hewn in what man-
ner a faft, that is acceptable to him, mould be ob-

ferved, he proceeds particularly to defcribe how the

Sabbath ought to be fan&ified, pointing out what
he
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he requires to be carefully avoided, and what to be
faithfully performed.

—

If thou turn away thyfootfrom
the Sabbath, inftituted by divine wifdom and goodnefs

to be a day of facred reft. The name of the Sabbath

refers to the time wherein it was originally inftituted,

after God had finifhed his works ; and to the chief

purpofe for which it was intended, to be a pledge of

the reft that remains for the people of God. Under
the former difpenfation it was obferved on the feventh

day of the week ; but now under the new oeconomy
of grace, old things being done away, the old law,

the old worfhip, and the old Sabbath are laid afide,

the new heavens and the new earth having com-
menced, new men in Chrift Jefus having been cre-

ated, and he having refted from his works on the

firft day of the week, the Sabbath is changed to

that day ever fince his refurrection. His difciples,

after his example, under the conduct of his good
Spirit, have convened for facred worfhip on this holy

day, wherein they have celebrated his praifes, en-

joyed his prefence and bleffing, and found their edi-

fication promoted.—Would you enjoy the precious

benefits mentioned in the next verfe, it is required

that

—

Thou turn away thyfoot from the Sabbath, that

you refrain from the ordinary bufinefTes and recrea-

tions in which you are employed during fix days of the

week. In the Scripture ftile, the motion of the foot

is ufed to fignify the occupations wherein perfons are

induftriouily engaged, in order to procure the necef-

faries and conveniencies of this prefent life, with

thofe temporal advantages that adminifter to pleafure

or comfort. In this fenfe the direction, given Prov.

iv. 26. is to be underftood, where the wife man faith,
4 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways
' be eftabliihed/ Weigh well every part of your

conduct, that by prudent conlideration all your ways
may be ordered aright. In like manner, the words

before us may fignify, that to the fanctification of

the Sabbath, there muft be an abftinence not only

from vicious actions, but from worldly affairs, that

you
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you may attend, without binderance or distraction,

to your fpiritual interefts and the worfhip of God.
— From doing thy pleafure on my holy day, which I

have appropriated and ianclified to iacred purpofes.

You mull abftain not only from linful pleafures, pro-

hibited at all times, but from thole which may be

lawfully enjoyed on other days; not only from profe-

cuting your worldly employments, but from the

gratification of thofe fenfual appetites whicii are in-

confident with proper refpect for the Sabbath. Cares

and folicitudes about temporal matters, as well as

vain amufements, mud give place to thofe devo-

tional exercifes by which the mind may be improved
and elevated, and intercourfe with God may be
maintained. The day is the Lord's peculiar property,

which he hath confecrated to himielf ; and therefore

no part of it, except what is employed in works of

neceffity and mercy, may be alienated from the be-

nevolent purpofes of its inftitution.

And call the Sabbath a delight. You ought fo to

efteem the Sabbath, that you may not confider it as

troublefome or burdenfome, or an encroachment on
liberty, which obliges you, with reluctance, to d< fitt

from your worldly affairs, whereby your temporal

intereft may be promoted. Thus did many of the

jews under the former oeconomy, as appears from
the difcourfes of the prophets, particularly from the

heavy complaint, mentioned Amos viii. 5. ' vVhea
' will the new-moon be gone, that we may fell corn,
1 and the Sabbath, that we may fet forth wheat P
You ought to look on it as a facred privilege, granted
to you by the great Lord of the univerie, for ad-

vancing his glory and your fpintual interefts ; and,

abftaining from worldly bulinefTes, you mould be
delightfully employed in contemplating the caufes

and defigns of this gracious inftitution, and in corre-

fponding fpiritual exercifes, which enlarge, refrefh,

and comfort the devout mind.

—

The holy of the Lord.
The day that Jehovah hath confecrated from among

Vol. IV. <^q other
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other days, for the moft important purpofes, mould
be devoted to the facred employments and enjoy-

ments whereby his name is fanctified, and the purity

of his Church promoted. Since he hath been
pleafed, for wife reafons, to fanctify it, it mull not be
profaned or abufed ; and, fince he claims it as his pe-

culiar right, it fhould be fpent in holy fervices.

—

Honourable, becaufe fet apart by Jehovah to be an
auguft fymbol of his completion of the works he
created and made; and of the accomplifnment of the

flill more aftoni filing work of man's deliverance from
fin, temptation, labour, and affliction and reftoration

to the favour and refemblance of God ; with a view to

their entrance into the reft of God, and the full enjoy-

ment of his falvation and glory. He that looks upon
the Sabbath in this honourable light, and fpends it in

the fublime exercifes to which it fhould be appro-

priated, doth treat it as indeed eftimable and worthy
of high refpect

And flail honour him, by teftifying, in thoughts,

words, and actions, profound veneration for the Lord
God of the Sabbath, who hath challenged a fpecial

propriety in that day, which he hath made for us to

rejoice in —Not doing thine own ways, refraining from
thofe occupations that relate to temporal concerns,

which on other days engage attention and purfuit.

—

Not finding thine own pleafures, whether connected

with bufinefs or amufement, that might unfit for the

fanct'fication of this holy day, or encroach on the

duties which ought then to be performed.

—

Nor
/peaking thine own words, avoiding impious, injurious,

vain, and idle difcourfe, which is inconfiftent with

keeping holy the Sabbath, according to the com-
mandment. Whatever in the inilitution of this day

was peculiar to the date of the Church under the

Old feftament, either in its nature, ufe, or lignifica-

tion, being laid alide, the important duties here men-
tioned ought to be confcientioufly performed, that

the Lord's day may be obferved in the devout man-
ner
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ner he requires.—Let us then, brethren, highly prize

the Sabbaths of the Lord our God, as preparations,

emblems, and foretaftes of the eternal reft, enjoyed

by the faints in heaven, who are employed in acts

iimilar to thofe here recommended. Let us never
confider that as a drudgery, or as a wearinefs, which
conftitutes the felicity and joy of the ranfomed of the

Lord ; but let us diligently improve days of facred

left, as anticipations and types of the happinefs and
glory for which we wait and hope. And if we thus

honour God on the day that he claims as his fpecial

property, then may we expect to be honoured by
him on the other days, which he hath given us for

our own ufe.

14. Then fhalt thou delight thyfelf in the

Lord, and I will caufe thee to ride upon the

high places of the earth, and feed thee with

the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth
of the Lord hath fpoken //.

The precious bleffings confequent on the right

fanctification of the Sabbath are next mentioned,

—

ThenfJjalt thou delight thyfelf in the Lord, in the

holy Scriptures, this fublime exercife isfometimes re-

prefented as a duty *, and iometimes it is fpoken of

as a privilege, connected with return to God and ac-

quaintance with him f. Indeed every duty is a

privilege, and every privilege is combined with duty.

At prefent we confider it in both views, as including

pleafing meditation on the attributes, the works, the

word, the ways of God, and the ineftimable benefits

which proceed from the overflowing fountain of his

mercy and grace—Firm confidence in the exceeding

great and precious promifes which God hath given

to his Church, of the accomplishment whereof his

goodnef

* Pfal. x.xxvii* 4. t J°k ***** 2 ^.
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goodnefs, power, and veracity, give the fulled af-

fvi ranee—Cheerful obedience to his commands, in all

the duties of devotion, benevolence, and charity,

which when done with a good confeience, and with

a comfortable fenie of the .Divine favour, are always

attended with real pleafure and complacency.

—

Lively views of the fruits of the loving-kindnefs of

the Lord, and happy experience of the immenfe feli-

city to which his iervants are admitted, who honour

him and reverence his ordinances.—Conlider him as

your fupreme Lord, clothed with honour and ma-
jefty, penciling every Divine excellency, infinitely

worthy of adoration and praife, of homage and fub-

je&ion, to whom you are unfpeakably indebted, who
requires nothing of you that is grievous, and in the

keeping of whofe commands you are well afTured

there is a great reward. What fublime fatisfac~tion

may you experience, by the transformation of your

mind, to prove the good and acceptable will of God,

by being made free from the law of fin and death,

by the law or the fpirit of life, fo as to fay in fincerity

to the God you aim to ferve and to glorify, * I de-
1 light in thy law, after the inward man.' Contem-
plate him as your all-fuiiicient portion, who can re-

lieve all your diftreflfes, fuppiy all your wants, and
enrich you with the choicer!: bleffings, who knows
your frame and all your interefts, who will admmifter

to you the pureft confolations, who intends to ad-

vance your happinefs, and to grant you his falvation.

"What exultation and joy arifes from refemblance to

his moral perfections, from conformity to his lovely

example, from the affurance of his unchangeable

love, from communion with him, and the lively hope
of his eternal kingdom and glory ! What a high

privilege, what an indifpenfable duty to delight ii;

the Lord, the prince of life and peace, who repairs

the deiolations of many generations, who hath fcat-

tered innumerable bleffings over the workl, and in

whom all the nations of the earth fhaii be bleffed !

The
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The joy? of thofe who profane the Sabbath are as

the crackling of thorns under a pot, that make a

loud noife and a great blaze for a little, leaving no-

thing behind but fmoke and afhes ; whereas delight

in the Lord is a permanent fource of the pureil joy,

and affords a pleafant foretarte of the rivers of plea-

fures that are in God's prefence for evermore.

And I will caufe thee to ride on the high places of the

earth. An expreffion fimiiar to this is ufed in the

fong of Mofes, where the praifes of Jehovah are ce-

lebrated, on account of the benefits conferred upon
the Israelites, by the facred Poet, in thefe words

:

* The Lord made him to ride upon the high places
* of the earth, that he might eat the increafe of the
1 fieldsV The infpired writer probably refers to the

conquefts which ifrael was to obtain over the

Amorites, whofe lands were fituated in the moun-
tainous parts of Canaan, on which their rtrongert

fortifications were erected. In allufidn to the tri-

umphs of his people over their enemies, when like

mighty conquerors they rode along the hills and
rifing grounds, viewing the fortreffes and ftrong-

holds which they had vanquifhed, the Lord God
afTures every one that keepeth the Sabbath, that he
fhall overcome his fpiritual foes, over whom he (hall

from time to time acquire mod important advan-
tages ; that he fhall exult in the high privileges, the

diliinguiihed honours and choice bleffings, in the
pofieflion whereofTie mail be inverted. The God of
Jacob will enlarge his boundaries, increafe his feli-

city, and. give him to enjoy the fpoils of his enemies,

lie fhall be exalted to inherit true liberty, happinels,

and glory. He fhall be elevated to a proiperous

and honourable ltate, in which he fhall rife fuperior

to places of the greateft eminence and influence.

Andfeed thee with the heritage of Jacob thyfather.

The land of Canaan, with the valuable immunities
con netted with the pofieflion of that rich and fertile

country,

f Deut. xxxii. 13,
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country, afligned to his natural pofterity as their

goodly inheritance, was literally the heritage of the
patriarch Jacob. To this land his defcendants had
an indubitable claim, in confequence of the difpofition

which God gave to their progenitor, Abraham, of that

kingdom. On the excellent provifions which it

afforded they fed, and were comfortably fuflained.

To this portion of Jacob, his fpiritual children from
among the Gentiles, who I fuppofe are chiefly inten-

ded, have no ri£ht or any ground to expect the. pof-

fefiion. The heritage therefore, of which they have
the affurance, comprifes the precious benefits of Di-
vine grace, adumbrated by the good things where-
with the land ofPaleftine abounded, the precious fruits

of God's favour included in the promifes made to

Jacob. In blefling I will blefs thee ; and in thy
' feed fhall all the families of the earth be bleffed *.*

The blelTed God, and the ineftimable benefits flowing

from communion with him, are fignificantly denomi-

nated 4 the portion of Jacob f* and his fpiritual

offspring.-—To feed on this heritage, is to enjoy with

pleafure and benefit whatfoever it contains, fo as

thereby to obtain the gratification of the mofl en-

larged defires, and from thence to derive agreeable

fatisfaclion, ftrength, and confolation. kuch, if I

miftake not, is the import of thefe gracious promifes.

—The prophet concludes this period of his difcourfe

with thefe remarkable words, which ought to exclude

all doubt refpecting their veracity, and which lay

a lure foundation whereon faith may reft the expec-

tation of their fulfilment.

—

For the month of the Lord
hath fpoken it He who is faithful and true, and will

not faliify his word ; he who is able to do what he

hath faitl, notwithstanding every intervening ob-

ftacle and difficulty, will aflurediy accomplifh thefe

promifes, in all their large extent, to thole who ob-

serve his Sabbaths, and devoutly perform the duties

of his worfhip. As he is gracious in giving his pro-

mifes,

* Gen. xxviii. 14, f Jer. x. 16*
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mifes, fo he is faithful in fulfilling them, and never

fails to verify his good word, though to human view
the events may feern improbable. O praife the
' Lord all ye nations, praife him all ye people; for I119

' merciful kindnefs is great toward us, and the truth

* of the Lord endureth for ever. Praife ye the
* Lord*.'

? PftI./KtW*

PRELI-



[ 3" ]

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE Lord God having fharply reprimanded, by
our prophet, his profeffing people, for the fins

they had committed in his worfhip, and inculcated,

by the moll forcible motives, the fanciification of

the Sabbath, he proceeds to reprefent the enormous
crimes that prevailed among them at the period to

which he especially refers, ver. i— 8. This de-

fcription is followed by mournful complaints of the
deplorable confequences with which their iniquities

were attended, that rendered their condition truly

forlorn, and feemingly almoft pail recovery, ver. 9

—

15. When in thefe diftreffing circumflances, and
the Church apparently flood on the brink of ruin,

expecting nothing but immediate deflru&ion, unlefs

extraordinary Divine interpofition prevented, the Son
of God, their Saviour and avenger, appears for their

deliverance, ver. 15,16. This glorious and mighty
One is introduced as an illuflrious hero, furnifhed for

the enterprize with fuitable clothing and armour,
prepared to decide the controverfy between the

Church and their adverfaries, and to execute awful
vengeance on thofe who oppreffed them, ver. 17, 18.

In confequence of this event, a large acceffion

was to be made to the Church of God, by the con-

verfion of the Gentiles throughout the world, whilft

the enemies of his kingdom mould be effectually

oppofed by eminent men, who were to be raifed up
by the Spirit of God, ver. 19 The chapter con-

cludes with an explicit affurance, that the great

Redeemer would make himfelf known to his fervants

by his power and prefence ; that his word and cove-

nant, with the operations of his Spirit, were to be
perpetuated throughout all ages, ver. 20 and 21.

CHAP.
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CHAP. LIX.

BEHOLD, the Lords hand is not fhortned,

that it cannot fave; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear.

The firft part of this chapter I confider as pre-

marily diredted to the Jewifh Church under the
Old Teftament, delineating the corrupt ftate to which
they were reduced not long after their return from
captivity at Babylon. 1 confider it alfo as addrefTed

efpecially to the Church of Jefus Chrift under the

new oeconomy of grace, reprefenting their deplorable

condition fome time after their egrefs from myitical

Babylon, when, their zeal having abated, they gradu-

ally fell into the practice of enormous crimes, which
were fucceeded by manifold calamities. In this

forlorn ftate, they are allured, that the true caufe

why they were not affiled and delivered was not

any deficiency in the power of Jehovah, who is om-
nipotent and unchangeable. Think not that the

everlafting God, the Lord, who, with a ftrong hand
and ftretched-out arm, wrought redemption for his

people of old, is now become faint, that his (Irength

is impaired or exhaufted, and that he cannot refcue

you from the evils in which you are involved : he is

as perfectly able now to effecT: falvationfor his people

as in any former period of time. This reviving truth

you ought attentively to contemplate and review.

—

Imagine not, that the realbn why he hath not

granted your requefts, is becaufe he hath not hear-

kened to your prayers.

—

Neither is his ear heavy that

it cannot hear. The omnifcient God is perfectly

well acquaint with your neceflities and fupplications,

and is always ready to afford relief to thole who call

Vol. IV. R r upon
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upon him in truth. He hath heard the prayers of-

fered to him in all generations, nor does he now dis-

regard the defires of the humble, but is (till as wil-

ling to anfwer their requefts as in any former age.

If then your petitions are not granted, this is not to

be attributed to any laffitude or deficiency of know-
ledge, power, or compaflion in the blefTed God. The
reafon mud be fought for in yourfelves—there you
may find it ; and, left you perceive it not, it is fpecified

in the following words.

2. But your iniquities have feparated be-

tween you and your God, and your fins have

hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

The tranfgreffions of the people of God are the

real caufe why he doth not anfwer their fupplica-

tions, and fend them deliverance. Such trying dif-

penfations are not to be afcribed to his inability to

fave, to his incapacity to hear, or to his averfion to

effect your deliverance, but they proceed from youi*

trefpafles, which feparate between you and your
God that you profefTedly worfhip, who hath been
your protector and guide, your inftructor and deli-

verer, who hath given you all the good things you
ever received or do enjoy. Like a thick cloud,

which intercepts the rays of the fun, and hinders

them from extending their benign influence to the

objects whofe profperity and fruitfulnels are thereby

promoted, the fins of men, which are oppofite to light,

truth, and equity, coming between God and them,
prevent the comfortable enjoyment of, the Divine
favour, and the anfwer of their prayers.

—

And your

fins have hid bisfacefrom you. The face of God may
denote his gracious countenance, whereby he mani-
fefts his good will and kindnefs toward his people,

and affords them pleafant difplays of his grace and
glory. This is hid when difpleafure appears in his

etifpenfatiens, when he withholds the teltimenies of

his
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his love and tender regard, when he conceals from

their view the defigns of his operations, and the pur-

pofes he is about to accomplish—When he delays to

fend anfwers to their prayers, and withholds the com-

munications of his mercy, and the confolations of his

Spirit, which impart fatisfa&ion and joy to the mind.

Sins are theprocuringcaufes of all thefe bereavements

and diftreflcrs ; they feparate between you and God,

the infinite, eternal fountain of all good ; they dif-

folve the intimate union that fhould fubfift between

God and the creature, and effectually prevent the

enjoyment of the good things which God is ever

ready to impart to the obedient and faithful. Aban-
don then all your iniquities, which, if perfifted in,

will terminate in your final feparation from the pre-

fence of the Lord, and the glory of his power, ac-

cording to the awful fentence which i ii all be pro-

nounced on impenitent tranfgreftbrs at the day of

judgment.

3. For your hands are defiled with blood,

and your fingers with iniquity, your lips have

fpoken lies, your tongue hath muttered per-

verfenefs.

This, and the five following verfes, contain a

moving defcription of the prevailing tins, which pro-

voked God to hide his face from his people.—Inftead

of clean hands, warned from wickednefs, they are

polluted with the innocent blood which you have ini-

quitoufly (lied. The expreffion may refer to thofe

unjuft wars, reciprocal injuries, and ads of violence,

wherein human blood had been fpilt. Every fin

contaminates and corrupts the minds of men ; but of

all the crims committed againft man, murder contracts

the deeped defilement, and leaves on the confcience

an indelible ftain ; it expofes to awful judgments,

and lb pollutes the land wherein it is committed,

that it cannot be cleanfed but by the blood of him
that
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that died it.

—

And your fingers with iniquity. By
fraudulent tranfactions and violent dealing, you have
deprived others of their juft rights, and alienated

their property from the purpofes to which it was def-

tined Your actions and aims have been directed to

accomplifh the moft iniquitous deligns—Tour lips

have fpoken lies, which are an abomination to the

Lord, who pofleffes unchangeable veracity, and who
hath ftrictly prohibited falfehood and deceit. In

your difcourfes, difputes, and conventions, inftead

offludying moderation, equity, and candour, you
have mifreprefented thofe from whom you differed in

fentiment, you have treated them with hatred ran-

cour, and envy
; you have traduced their character,

and charged them with fupporting erroneous opi-

nions, by frivolous arguments, and imputed to them
confequences they rejected with abhorrence.

—

Tour

tongue hath muttered perverfenefs. You have pri-

vately faid things inconfiftent with reafon, truth, and
juitice. Regardlefs of the authority of God, the

reproofs of providence, and the remon (trances of con-

fcience, you have frowardly endeavoured to counter-

act the order the Molt High hath eitablifhed, to ca-

lumniate his fervants, and to blend pernicious errors

with facred truths.

4. None calleth for juitice, nor any pleadeth

for truth : they tnift in vanity, and fpeak lies

;

they conceive mifchief, and bring forth ini-

quity.

Our prophet proceeds in the enumeration of the

fins that were prevalent among thofe that profetTed

to be the people of God.—Juitice, which coniitts in

giving to every one his own, is an excellent virtue,

which produces the molt falutary and valuable

fruits. This complaint intimates, that juitice had in

great meafure deftrted the Church, that there were

but very few that defired her return and relidence

among
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among them—That there were hardly any who reafon-

ed juftly, who reproved with equity, who fairly dated

religious controversies, who candidly examined, who
impartially difculTed them, and who acted upon good

principles.

—

Nor any pleadeth for truth Truth may
here fignify the word of God, in opposition to every

fpecies of falfehood, and to human teflimony, which

is often blended with deceit or rniftake. There are

very few who aim to eltablifh the truth with that ac-

curacy of diicernment, with that unbiafTed judgment,

and that impartial regard to its facred interests,

which they certainly demand—Who, convinced that

the knowledge of falvation deferves the greater!: ap-

plication of mind, give to the fubjecl: the time and

attention that are proportioned to its importance

;

that each difficulty may have its folution, that each

proof may have its weight, and each benefit its real

worth.— Theytrufi in vanity, in that which is unliable,

deceitful, and unprofitable, which hath no real ex-

istence or excellence, except in the deluded imagina-

tions of men, and therefore mull difappoint the ex-

pectations formed concerning it. The word may de-

note all thofeterreftrial objects on which people are apt

to place their confidence, and by which they think

themfelves moil gratified; fuch as wealth, power, and

honour, whereofwrong opinions are formed by the bulk

of mankind. On thefe precarious things they depend,

without fufpicion, for happinefs and comfort, and fa

find their hopes fruftrated.

—

They/peak lies. They
are crafty and defigning, taking pleafure, by unjuft

reprefentations, in deceiving others, and, by afler-

tions inconfiftent with the truths contained in the

holy Scriptures, they grieve the hearts of the righte-

ous, and itrengthen the hands of the wicked.

—

They

conceive mi/chief. They deliberately frame wicked

devices, diihonourable to God and injurious to men
;

their hearts, their heads, and their hands, are em-

ployed in contriving and executing what is hurtrul

and destructive.

—

And bringforth iniquity. The evil

thoughts they have chenihed, and the pernicious

plots
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plots they have formed, when carried into effect pro-

duce the moft abominable crimes.— Mark the pro-

grefs of wickednefs, thus defcribed by the apoftle

James, in words fomewhat fimilar to thofe before us.

* Lull, when conceived, bringeth forth fin, (which is

' its natural offspring) and fin, when it is finiihed,

• bringeth forth death *.*

5. They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave

the fpiders web : he that eateth of their eggs

dieth, and that which is crufhed breaketh out

into a viper.

Thefe figurative exprefiions, which are ufed by
Ifaiah to illuftrate the fubjeel whereof he treats, were

borrowed firom objects well known to the inhabitants

of Judea. As the imagery he employs to embellifh

his difcoufe was taken from what occurred to his

fenfes, it muft have fome connection with its imme-
diate origin and natural foil. To form a correct

judgment of the propriety and elegance of the figures

here introduced, we muft recollect the circumftances

of the writer, the natural hiftory of the country, and
the peculiar genius of the Jewifh people, among
whom he exercifed his office. After attending to

thefe things, fome degree of obfeurity may full arife,

from our imperfect acquaintance with the different

objects which are applied, without peculiar marks
of comparifon to give energy and force to the fenti-

ment, which lies not in the literal fenfe, but in fome-

thing that is net directly expreffed. Not to dwrell

on the external fenfe of what is here faid, which
might bewilder us in uncertain conjecture, 1 proceed

briefly to afcertain the meaning of our prophet's

words.

—

They batch cokatrice eggs. The cockatrice

was a poifonous kind of ferpent, whole bite is laid to

be mortal, and who propagated their fpecies by means
of eggs depofited by the females. The expreffion

feems

* James i. 15,
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feems to denote, that the perfons defcribed, after

having wrought into the form of demonftration or

fyftem, fome pernicious principles and tenets which
they haddevifed, and which, when brought into view,

feemed at firft fight to be found and beautiful,

but being more clofely examined and laid open,

were found full of deadly poifon.

—

And weave the

Jpider's web, which, being fpun out of her bowels, is

exceeding weak and eafily deftroyed, yet affords her

a fort of covering, whilft it ferves to enfnare and
detain her prey. It exhibits a juft reprefentation of

the fyftem of falfe doctrine, artfully devifed by evil

men and feducers, and fupported by fpecious reafon-

ings, which, though deftitute of reality or fubflance,

is confidered as a fufficient defence to thofe who
formed it, whilft it ferve

t
s to entangle and deceive the

fimple and unwary.

—

He that eateth of'their eggs dieth.

Whofoever, deluded by fair appearances, adopts their

pernicious fentiments,*and embraces their dangerous
tenets as the rule of faith and practice, giving up
dependence on the truth, righteoufnefs, and falvation

revealed in the Scriptures, refigns the well-grounded

hope of life and immortality, and is ready to perifh.—And that which is crujhed breaketh out into a viper.

The pernicious principles that had been difieminated,

being detected and examined, and diverted of the

difguife under which they were concealed, fomewhat
poifonous and dangerous is diicovered, lurking under
plaulible pretexts, very different from what was
imagined.

6. Their webs (hall not become garments,

neither fhall they cover themfelves with their

works: their works are works of iniquity, and
the act of violence is in their hands.

The vanity and unprofitablenefs of the practices

above delineated is reprefented in figurative terms,

correfponding to the preceding defcription. The
fine
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fine fpeculations which were artfully devifed, inter-

woven with many oftenfible but falfe allegations,

fhould not be fufficient to cover the deformity of

their authors, to protect them from the evils to which

they were expofed, or to beautify their minds.

Nor were they to be able to (helter themfelves from

calamities by their own performances, which are

affirmed to be works of iniquity, proceeding from a

corrupt fource, and done for bad purpofes. The
words forcibly defcribe the perverfe difpofition with

which they acled, not occafionally through inadver-

tence, but aifiduoufly purfued by the wicked practices

wherein they were induftrioufly employed.

—

The acl

of violence is in their hands. Thofe things which

they have forcibly, or injurioufly laid hold of by
means of fraud and injuftice, of extortion and rapine,

whereby they have invaded the juft rights of others,

and deprived them of their property, are dill in their

pofTeffion, and teftify againit them.

7. Their feet run to evil, and they make
hafte to flied innocent blood : their thoughts

are thoughts of iniquity, wafting and deltruo

tion arc in their paths.

Our prophet proceeds, in this and the following

verfe, to delineate the general corruption and depra-

vity of manners which was vifible in the Church at

the period referred to. In the flile of Scripture, the

courfe of action wherein people are ordinarily em-
ployed is faid to be their way or path, and their feet

denotes the power of action, which, in proportion as

it is exerted, they go or run. The phrafe before us

imports, that the perfons fpoken of went on, with

the utmjift alacrity and diligence, in the practice of

all kinds of wickednefs.— They make hajte to Jhed
innocent blood. They were bent on the commiffion

not only of tranfgreffions of leffer magnitude, but on

perpetrating the moil enormous crimes, lnltigated

by
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by hatred, envy, and other malevolent paffions, they

were exceeding active in opprefling the poor, in per-

fecting the fervants of God, and in murdering thofe

who were harmlefs and inoffenfive.

—

Their thoughts

are thoughts of iniquity. Their thoughts, which have

a ftrong influence in forming their fentiments, in

exciting their affections, in fixing their refolutions,and

in conducting their actions, were foolifh, perverfe, and
linful. They cherifhed vain imaginations refpecting

the bleffed God, malicious, revengeful intentions con-

cerning their neighbour, and felf- confident opinions

of their own importance.

—

Wafting and deftruElion are

in their paths. To thefe words the apoltle Paul feems

to refer, in the account he gives of the general de-

pravity of mankind, in the third chapter of his epiftle

to the Romans, where he affirms of both Jews and

Gentiles, that * deftruction and mifery are in their

* ways.' All the methods they purfue to moleft and
ruin other people tend to their own deftruclion ; by
their vicious courfe of life they confume their time

and talents, and expofe themfeves to wo and wretch-

ednefs.

8. The way of peace they know not, and
there is no judgment in their goings: they

have made them crooked paths : whofoever

goeth therein, fhall not know peace.

They difcover entire ignorance of the way pointed

out in the word of God, by which real happinefs and
comfort is to be attained, with that tranquillity of

mind which is a fruit of the Spirit, fpringing from

reconciliation to God through the death or* his Son.

They are deftitute of experimental acquaintance with

the ways of wifdom, wherein this ineftimable benefit

is enjoyed ; nor are they addicted to the practice of

holinefs and righteoufnefs, which is accompanied witrr

internal quiet and ferenity. Inftead of following the

things that make for peace, whereby one may edify

Vol. IV. b s another
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another, they are deceitful, quarrelfome, and conten-

tious.

—

And there is nojudgment in their goings. They
do not manifeft either judgment or prudence in the

exercife of their intellectual powers, in the refolutions

they adopt, in the decifions they pronounce, or in the

objects that they profecute. On the contrary, they

lhew, by the improper management of affairs, that

they are devoid of that found underftanding, and real

integrity, which ought to have marked every part

of their conduct.

—

They have made them crookedpaths.

Being formed not according to the unerring rule of

the Holy Scriptures, but agreeable to their own cor-

rupt difpofitions, they difcover the perverfity of thofe

who made them, and that they are very different from

the ftraight paths people are required to make for

their feet'

—

Whofoever goeth therein Jhall not know
peace. They fhall not experience the felicity that

refults from reconciliation to God, from the love of

God's law, and undiflurbed tranquillity of mind.

—

The reprefentation of the deplorable flate of the

Church, which we have juft confidered, is peculiarly

applicable to the period that commenced not long

after the glorious Reformation, which was followed

by lamentable degeneracy and corruption of man-
ners. To perceive the juftice of this remark, it

might be proper to take a retrofpective view of the

verfes we have been illuflrating, and obferve how
the predictions correfpond to the facts recorded in

hiftory, and how the events fulfil the prophecies.

This hath been done with confiderable fuccefs by
the learned Vitririga, from whom affiftance may be

derived by thofe who wifli to invefligate the fub-

ject*.

9. If Therefore is judgment far from us,

neither doth juftice overtake us : we wait for

light, but behold obfcurity ; for brightnefs,

but we walk in darkriefs.

The
• Comment, in Ifaiam, vol. II. p- 785, 786.
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The faithful fervants of God are introduced, be-

moaning the calamitous (late to which the Church
was reduced, as the juft confequences of the crimes

committed among them. This mournful complaint

plainly indicates, that they confidered their diftrerTes

and difappointments as clear proofs of the Divine dif-

pleafure having gone forth againft them. Becaufe

they had greatly tranfgreffed the commandments of

the Lord, their condition was to be the reverfe of

what they expected.

—

'Therefore isjudgment farfrom
us. Judgment may here iignify deliverance from af-

fliction, and the punilhment of iin, effected by Di-
vine providence, according to the rules of confum-
mate equity and righteoufnefs. This expected,

wimed-for deliverance, is removed at a great diftance

from us, who look for it with longing defires, folicit-

ous to fee better days, and to enjoy a more profperous

ftate.

—

Neither doth jujlice overtake us. By departing

from God, and the path of duty, we have made light

of that falvation which hath been offered to our ac-

ceptance, we have fhunned what we ought to have

fought for, and have not waited for the Divine inter-

pofition in our favour. Whilft tranfgreffors are ea-

gerly profecuting the works of iniquity and violence,

judgment (lands aloof, and juftice falls behind, as if

not having intention to come nigh and hold agreeable

intercourse with us.

We wait for light, hut behold obfcurity, &c. We
cherifh the pleafing expectation of deliverance from
the manifold evils and calamities we have fuf-

tained, and of reftoration to a happy, flourifhing ftate,

in the enjoyment of defirable important benefits. We
hope for the higheft degrees of felicity and profpe-

rity, in which we mould be advanced to the poffef-

fion of all thofe bleffings and privileges which pro-

mote the fpiritual excellence, comelinefs, and com-
fort of the Church of God. How great the difap-

pointment to us, who have wifhfully been looking

forward to better times, when inltead of obtaining

the gratification of our fond defires, we experience

the
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the very reverfe of what we proinifed ourfelves, and
often anticipated. Behold obfcurity and darknefs,

deftitute of joy and confolation refpecting both our

internal and external condition, deprived of the gra-

tification of our wifhes, we continue involved hi ad-

verfity and perplexity, groaning under complicated

diftrefTes, from which we do not perceive how we can

be extricated.

10. We grope for the wall like the blind,

and we grope as if we bad no eyes : we Hum-
ble at noon-day as in the night ; we are in de-

folate places as dead men.

The people of God acknowledge, that they were
left in a (late of uncertainty and anxiety, encompalTed

with evils from which they could not fee any way of

efcape. In this condition, like blind folks, who en-

deavour to make up for the want of fight by feeling

for objects around them, they groped that they
might difcover where they could find fhelter and
fafety.

—

Wejiumble at noon-day as in the night. The
light is commonly ftrong and brighten: at noon, when
objects are bed feen : heme the well-known prover-

bial faying—Clear as the light at noon. Amid the

light of Divine revelation, with which we have been
favoured, and many other advantages, we have fallen

into dangerous errors and mifiakes, and a&ed nearly

in the fame manner as if we had not enjoyed thele

privileges.

—

We are in dejblate places as dead men.

Through our infenfibility, and the ignominy and ne-

glect we have experienced, our fit nation refembles, in

fome meafure, the date of thofe who, being de-
prived of life, are buried in places remote from the
habitations of the living, are cut oM from all inter-

courle with human affairs, and remain in the place of
filence and forgetfulnefs.

ii. We
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1 1. We rore all like bears, and mourn fore

like doves : we look for judgment, but there

is none ; for falvation, but it is far off from
us.

There were many in the Church, efpecially at the

period to which our prophet refers, who roared, and
made a loud clamorous noife, like bears when hurt or

wounded, on account of the great afflictions and for-

rows which they endured.

—

We mourn fore like doves,

that make a plaintive, melancholy noife, when de-

prived of their mates or habitations ; we bitterly la-

ment the prevalence of iniquity, the many evils that

we feel, and the Divine diipleafure that we have in-

curred by our heinous tranfgreffions.

—

We look for

judgment, but there is none, W e wait, with longing

expectation, for the interpofition of the Almighty, to

extricate us from the direful calamities that we fuffer,

and to relieve us from the dread of the miferies to

which we are obnoxious

—

For falvation, from the

diltrefies and dangers which we have deprecated, and
the enjoyment of the bleflingswe have fupplicated.

—

But it isfarfrom us. We perceive no fymptoms of

its approach, nor do we fee how or when it fliall come.
We have diihoncured our profeflion, we have re-

fufed to abandon our iniquities, and to return to the

Lord, in confequence whereof we have gone far from

falvation, and falvation hath departed from us.

12. For our tranfgreffions are multiplied

before thee, and our fins teftify againft us:

for our tranfgreffions are with us, and as Jor

our iniquities, we know them.

Having poured forth their mournful complaint,

the fervants of God engage in humble confeffion of

their fins. Their firft acknowledgment is thus ex-

prefTed :

—

For our tranfgrejfions are multiplied before

thee. The variety of language ufed in this verfe. in-

dicates
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dicates fincerity and humility in thofe by whom it

was dictated, whilft it adds force and energy to the
confefiion. The number of our tranfgreflions is im-
menfe. He only, who counts the number of the ftars,

can reckon them, for innumerable evils have com*
pafTed us about ; they are more than the hairs of our
heads, therefore our hearts fail us *. All our tref-

pafles, whether open or fecret, have been com-
mitted in the prefence, and under the immediate
inflection of the omnifcient God.

—

And our Jins

tejlify againjl us. They bear witnefs of our infi-

delity to God, to whofe fervice we are under fo-

lemn engagements—they bear witnefs of our in-

gratitude to the God of our mercies, who hath load-

ed us with his benefits—they atteft our forgetfulnefs

of the Rock of Salvation, from whence all our com-
forts have proceeded, and—thus they give evidence
that we have forfeited every favour from the hand
of God. They accufe us of perfidy, ingratitude, and
difobedience, whilft they evince our unworthinefs of
the interpofition of heaven in our behalf.— For our

tranfgreflions are with us. We have not put away
from us the evil of our doings, the enormous load of

guilt that we have contracted is not removed, the

odious pollution whereby we have been contamin-
ated ftill adheres to us, fo that we are difqualified for

appearing in the Divine prefence, and holding

communion with God who is holy. Our vicious

practices ftill continue to prevail, to damp our confi-

dence in God, and to give proof that we have not laid

afide our iniquities.

—

Asfor our iniquities>weknow them.
"We are fenfible that they are not only innumerable,

but highly aggravated ; that we have contemned the

authority of Jehovah ; that we have abufed his good-
nefs ; made light of his faivation ; and that we have
not laid to heart the awful judgments whereby he
hath manifefted his diipleafure againlt us ; which
might have fhewn what an evil and bitter thing it

is to depart from the Lord our God.

13. In
•Pfal.x!. 12.



Ver.' 13. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 327

13. In tranfgreffing and lying againft the
Lord, and departing away from our God,
fpeaking oppreffion and revolt, conceiving and
uttering from the heart words of falfehood.

The fervants of God proceed to acknowledge, more
particularly, fome of thofe trefpafles whereby they
had violated the authority and offended the majefty
of God. They begin with mentioning thofe by
which he was moft directly dishonoured. In tranf-

greffing againft the Lord, not only through ignorance
and inadvertency, but with fixed determination and
daring prefumption, we have greatly provoked him
to anger. And lying againft the Lord. By mifre-

prefenting his character, his difpenfations, and the
truths contained in his law and gofpel, and exhibit-

ing them in a falfe and improper light, (as did Ahab
and Zedekiah, who fpake lying words in God's name,
which he had not commanded them) he may be pro-

voked to pour out upon us his fierce wrath. This
atrocious fin, which is highly offenfive to God, the

Church begins their confeilion by acknowledging.

—

And departing away from our God.. Indifferent to

communion with God, in which our higheft happinefs

confifts, we have not fought his favour with our whole
hearts; averfe to fubje&ion to his righteous authority,

we have not obeyed his commands. Inftead of cleav-

ing to him with purpofe of heart, we have forfaken

the fountain of living water, and hewn to ourieives

broken citterns that can hold no water; and, by acting

in this manner, we have practically declared, that we
have found a better mailer and a better fervice than

thofe from which we deferted.

—

Speaking opprejjion

and revolt.—We have not only moleiled and diftreff-

ed thofe who were in our power, by laying heavy
burdens upon them, by depriving them of their juft

rights, and by impofing unwarrantable hardfliips on
their confciences, but we have endeavoured to vindi-

cate
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cate and fupport thefe grievous meafures. Far from

fpeakingof them with regret and abhorrence, as per-

nicious and finful in the extreme, we have talked of

them with approbation and complacency, as necelTary

and ufeful.—And uttering from the heart words offalfe-

hood. We have faid things inconfiftent with truth,

not merely through ignorance and miftake, but after

artful contrivance, under various pretexts, we have

publifhed them with a view to deceive. The falfe-

hoods we have told were the effects of pride, and

paffion, and prejudice, being devifed in our hearts,

from whence proceed evil thoughts, wickednefs, de-

ceit, with all thofe evils that defile the man *.

14. And judgment is turned away back-

ward, and juftice ftandeth afar off: for truth

is fallen in the ftreet, and equity cannot

enter.

The upright fervants of God particularly fpecify

fome things of which they were deprived, that are in-

difpenfably requifite to the profperity of the Church.
—Judgment is turned away backward. If 1 miftake

not, judgment and juftice iignify fomewhat different

here from what they were intended to denote in

verfes 9. and 1 1. of this chapter. There we considered

them in reference to the deliverance expected by the

people of God—here they relate to the unhappy
ftate of the Church prior to their liberation from the

evils whereof they complain. Juft and prudent de-

ciftons were not given in courts of judicature; and

when at any time they were pronounced, they were

not duly carried into execution ; fo that judgment,

which, like a great river, fhould have gone on its

courfe bearing down all oppofition, meeting with

powerful obftacles, left its former channel, and was

turned away backward.

—

AndjufticeJiandeth afar off.

Being fupplanted by deceit and oppreffion, it retired

from
* Mark vii. 21. etfeq.
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from that refpectful attention which it ought to have

occupied in every tran faction.

—

For truth is fallen in

theflreet, by the wounds it hath received ; and in

that degraded ftate, deftitute of friends to fupport its

interefts, it is trampled under foot by thofe who
fhould have defended and cheriilied this precious de-

pofite.

—

And equity cannot enter. Standing excluded

from focial intercourfe, it finds not admiffion among
thofe who neither hear nor regard its voice, whilft

they give favourable entertainment to fraud and

injultice.

1 5. Yea, truth faileth, and he that departeth

from evil maketh himfelf a prey : and the

Lord faw //, and it difpleafed him that there

was no judgment.

The falutary influence of truth became feeble, its.

facred interefts were difregarded, it did not meet
with that refpect which it ought always to have pre-

ferved ; and therefore, in a decayed ftate, it deferted

the ftation which it occupied in time pad.

—

And be

that departeth from evil, &c. Who feeling a juit

abhorrence of all manner of iniquity, abandons far-

ther connection with it, not as one leaves a friend for

whom he entertains a kind affection, with the in-

tention of again returning to his embraces, but

as one goes from a malignant, dangerous enemy,
with the fixed purpofe of never having farther in-

tercourfe with him—firmly determined to defift

from the practice of evil—confcientioufly to drive

againfi: it—and to fhun every appearance of it, in

humble dependence on God for ailiftance and fuccefs.

Now, in the time when the tide of iniquity runs

high, a perfon of this character

—

Maketh himfelf a
prey, or, as the Hebrew words are rendered in the

margin of fome bibles, He is accounted mad, becaufe
he complies not with the finful cuftoms of the time,

but hearkens more unto God than unto men ; becaufe

Vol. IV. T t he
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he bears teftimony againft abounding tranfgreflions,

which brings upon him the rage and refentment of
the wicked ; and becaufe, by his illuftrious example,
he feverely reproves the conduct of the ungodly and
profane. On thefe accounts he becomes a prey to

the malevolent and the vicious, who condemn the

friends of religion for their ftrict regard to its pre-

cepts, which is attributed to weaknefs, hypocrify, and
enthufiafn.

And the Lordfaw it, and it difpleafed him, &c. Je-
hovah, whofe eyes are in every place, beholding the

evil and the good, who fearcheth the hearts and
trieth the reins of the children of men, particu-

larly obferved all the defections of the Church, and
the fins that abounded among them. He faw that

their hearts were turned away from him, that they

had declined from the paths of righteoufnefs, that

the crimes above mentioned greatly abounded, and
that his interpolation was indifpenlibly requifite, to

give an effectual check to the progrefs of iniquity,

and to put them into the way of falvation

—

And it

difpleafed him that there was no judgment. This was
the relult of the accurate furvey of the circumftances

wherein his people now were. No wonder that the

Moll High was offended at what he obferved of

thofe who had been educated in his Church, to whom
he had given his word and ordinances, with many fig-

nal advantages, who were become fo wicked and pro-

fane, and had egregioufly violated his holy precepts.

Having fallen into this degenerate, corrupt itate, he
teftified his dread difpleafure againit them by awful
difpenfations of his providence.—dinners fhall not

pals unnoticed and unpunifhed ; the righteous Lord
will make them fee and feel that it is an evil and
bitter thing that, they have forfaken the Lord theft?

God, and that his fear is not in them *,

1 6. And

f Jer. ii. 15.
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16. H And he faw that there was no man,
and wondered that there was no interceflbr :

therefore his arm brought falvation unto him,
and his righteoufnefs it fuftained him.

The Lord God, having infpected the condition of

his Church, and viewed the miferable circumftances

to which they were reduced, obferved very few who
acted worthy of the character they fuftained, very

few that diftinguifhed themfelves by the love of truth,

and the practice of equity ; and who exerted their

influence to effect a reformation of the evils that pre-

vailed. Deftitute, in general, of courage, activity,

and zeal, they endeavoured not to ftem the torrent of

corruption, which threatened devaluation and ruin.

—

And wondered that there was no intercejfor. In con-

defcenfion to human weaknefe, and to aflift our feeble

apprehenfions, the difpofitions and affections that pro-

perly belong to mankind are fometimes attributed

to Jehovah, of which a remarkable inftance occurs in

the words now read. The circumftance here men-
tioned affords juft caufe of aftonifhment ; and had fur-

prize been confident with the confummate perfec-

tion of the Divine nature, it would have been ex-

cited on this occafion. How truly wonderful to ob-

ferve, that among the many who profeffed to be the

fervants of God, in a time of general defection, there

were hardly any poffeffed of fortitude and abilities,

who boldly flood forth the champions of truth and
righteoufnefs, to oppofe the encroachments made by
the tide of iniquity! The bleffed God, beholding

this affecting fcene, fees none ariiing to fupport the

interefts of his afflicted people, at leaff comparatively

very few with what might have been expected. Only
a (mail number, who were diftreffed and alarmed

by the prevalence of iniquity, made the above con-

feffions, interceded for the Church, appeared in be-

half of thofe who became a prey, pleaded the caufe

of truth and holinefs, and wrellled with God to avert

hrs
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his juft difplcafure.—In this forlorn (late, when defti-

tute of human aid, the Lord God was graciouily

pleafed to interpofe for their deliverance.

Therefore his own arm broughtfalvation, &c. By
the arm ofJehovah is meant his omnipotence, where-

by he refcues his peculiar people from impending ca-

lamities, and executes righteous vengeance on their

enemies. This almighty power of Jehovah wrought
deliverance for his Church, by extricating them from

the temporal diftrefies under which they groaned, and
by removing the fpiritual evils which they lamented.

To accomplish this great work, he was to raife up
from among his people fome illuftrious men, poffeffed

of magnanimity and other eminent virtues, who, like

Gideon and his companions, were to overthrow the

enemies of the Church, who were unexpectedly to

effect deliverance for the oppreffed, to defeat the

counfels of their adverfaries, and to fruftrate their

machinations and efforts. He was to raife up per-

fons diftinguilhed for graces and abilities, who were
to be inftrumental in refcuing his people from the

contaminating influence and thraldom of iniquity,

of bringing them into glorious liberty, and the en-

joyment of the moft valuable privileges.

—

And his

righteoufnefs it fujlained him. His facred regard to

equity in his adminiftration, and to fidelity in the ful-

filment of his promifes, united with folicitude for vin-

dicating his own honour, the rights of his injured

heritage, and for inflicting merited vengeance on
their oppreffors.—Thefe things, combined with

others of a fimilar nature, fuch as juft indignation and
defire of being avenged on thole who oppofed and
afflicted them in whom he is deeply interefted, up-

held and induced him to perform the work in which
he was engaged.

17. For he put on righteoufnefs as a breaft-

plate, and ,an helmet of falvation upon his

head;
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head ; and he put on the garments of ven-
geance/or clothing, and was clad with zeal as

a cloke.

Jehovah is beautifully defcribed, going forth to ex-

ecute his intended enterprize as a mighty hero,

clothed with armour fuited to the occafion. The
Son of the Higheft, the King and Head of the Church,
the Lord of lords

—

Put on righteoufnefs as a breajl-

plate. He aflumed the exercife of that right which
appertained to him, of vindicating his Church from
the hands of their enemies, of rendering them victo-

rious over their oppreflbrs, and of reftoring them to

liberty and tranquillity. Righteoufnefs peculiarly

belongeth to him, his heart is fet on advancing

its interefts ; it is not more confpicuous in the

equity of his laws, than in the difpenfations of his

providence, whereby he repays fury to his adverfa-

ries, and exalts his upright fervants to happinefs and
comfort. This righteoufnefs he is faid to have put

on, fo as openly to Ihew that it belonged to him, and
that every hoftile weapon directed againft him and
thofe he was going to avenge, mould rebound on
themfelves with irrefiftible force.—The breaft-plate

was a piece of defeniive armour, anciently worn by
warriors to protect that part of the body wherein the

vitals are contained from being hurt ; and having

their breads thus fecured, they attacked their adver-

faries with boldnefs and intrepidity. Furnifhed with

righteoufnefs for a covering, the moft Mighty went

forth with invincible courage to attack his enemies,

well knowing that all their efforts were incapable of

wounding him, or ofpreventing him from obtaining the

victory.

—

And an helmet offalvaiion on his head. The
helmet, made of a plate of brafs or hard metal, was

intended to cover the head in battle, and to defend

it from the danger to which it might be expofed in

the conteft. In aliufion to this well-known piece of

armour, the Son of God is reprefented having on a hel-

met
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met of falvation, becaufe it affords him perfect fecu-

rity from all the infults that are aimed at him by his

foes, and preferves him in complete fafety when con-
tending for conqueft with thofe that rife up againfl

him.

To this verfe the apoftle Paul probably alludes, in

the conclufion of his letter to the faithful in Child
Jefus at Ephefus, where he directs them to put on
the whole armour of God. He particulary mentions
the breail- plate of righteoufnefs, chapter vi. ver. 14.
and the helmet of falvation, ver. 17.—In thefe re-

flects, Chriftians fhould be conformed to their Divine
matter, and they ought to be furnifhed with the fame
armour, in their fpiritual warfare, that he ufed in

vanquifhing their enemies. Arm yourfelves likewife

with the fame mind that was in Chrift Jefus, and
ftudy in all things to walk even as he walked. The
bufinefs of a Chriftian, yea, the very thing that

conftitutes a Chriftian, is conformity to his Lord and
Saviour.

And he put on the garments ofvengeancefor clothing.

The expreffion may refer to the under garment, that

was anciently worn by fome eaflern nations below
their coat or cloak. The garments of vengeance may
denote the fword, the bow, and the fpear, with the

other inflruments that were to be employed in exe-

cuting awful vengeance on his perfecuting foes, and
in fhewing himfelf ftrong in behalf of thofe who trull

in his name. Thefe he put on when he determined
immediately to avenge the wrongs done to himfelf

and his Church, and fliewed himfelf openly the re-

dieffer of their grievances, the afferter of their liber-

ties, and difcovered his fixed purpofe to difplay his

glory in punifhing the injuries done to his people.—
And was clad with zeal as a cloak. Zeal is not properly

a detached principle, but it is a mixed affection, com-
bined of love and difpleafure, manifefted by vigorous

exertions to advance the welfare of the beloved ob-

ject, and, by every proper expedient, to exprefs dif-

pleafure againfl thofe who have injured the perfons

m



Ver. 17. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 335

in whofe happinefs it is interefted. Properly fpeakin;r,

it is not a fingle paffion, but an efiential ingredient,

necefTary to the lively exercife of every other affection.

When attributed to Jehovah, it denotes his tender

regard for the interests of his kingdom and glory, and

his juft indignation at every thing that oppofes their

eftablifhment and profperity.—With this zeal he was
clad as with a cloak, worn by the warriors of ancient

times. The words may import, that the Lord God
would publicly demonftrate, by his interpofition in

favour of his fervants, that he was truly lblicitous to

promote their fafety and happinefs; and, by the exe-

cution of righteous vengeance upon their enemies,

that he would not permit thofe who disturbed the

peace of his Church to remain unpunifhed.—Such
was foretold to be the auguft appearance of Jehovah;

when difpleafed with the prevalence of iniquity

among his people, he was to go forth in his glory and

majefty to repay the infolence and oppofition of their

oppreflbrs.

18. According to their deeds, accordingly

he will repay, fury to his adverfaries, recom-
penfe to his enemies, to the iflands he will re-

pay recompenfe.

The defign of Jehovah, in exhibiting the above-

mentioned magnificence, is, that he may inflict juft

punifhment on his adverfaries, who have acted in

hoftility againft him, violated his laws, oppofed his

intereft, and perfecuted his people—Who, in open
defiance of his power and grace, obftinately refufe

to fubmit to his authority, and practically fay, * Who
:

is the Lord, that v/e fhould obey him/ To thofe

who in this manner fhew themfelves inimical to his

government and glory, and the good of his Church,
efpecially to thofe of this deicription who dwell in the

iflands of the fea, Jehovah declares,He will repayfury
&c. Though God may bear long with the evil man-

ners

/
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ners of fuch people, and not execute fentence fpeedily

againft their evil works, when the time of retribution

arrives they fhall certainly receive the juft reward of

their deeds. The righteous Lord will exactly requite

their former conduct. No contrivance of art, no
exertions of power, no combinations of interefts, fhall

be able to refift his omnipotent arm, which (hall fruf-

trate all their enterprizes, and fhall execute deferved

vengeance, proportioned to the crimes they have
committed. LefTer judgments, inflicted in anger,

wrath, and indignation, having proved ineffectual for

bringing them to repentance and reformation, they

perfifled in defpifing the fervants and ordinances of

of God, in corruption and oppreffion, the Almighty
gives explicit aflurance that he will vifit them in fury

and the fiercenefs of his wrath. This recompenfe
fhall be conducted according to the ftricteft equity,

fo that none mall have caufe of complaint. God,
who knows perfectly the nature and demerit ofcrimes,

will adjuft his judgments to the guilt contracted, fo

that men fhall be conftrained to acknowledge, * As
' the Lord of hofts thought to do unto us, according
4 to our ways and according to our doings, fo hath he
* dealt with us *.'—Would to God, my friends, that

you would ferioufly lay to heart the folemn truth

we have been confidering, and habitually remember
that God, the righteous Judge, will render to every

one according to their works. If any of you imagine

that this threatening fhall not be verified, 1 requeft

your attention to the awful words of God, recorded

Ezek. xxiv. 14. 1 the Lord have fpoken, it fhall
4 come to pafs, and I will do it, and I will not go back,
* neither willl fpare, neither will I repent; according
1 to thy ways and according to thy doings fhall they
* judge thee, faith the Lord God/

13. S®

* Zcch. i. f.
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19. So fhall they fear the name of the

Lord from the weft, and his glory from the

riling of the fun : when the enemy mall cone
in like a flood, the fpirit of the Lord ihall lift

up a ftandard againft him.

The merciful interpofition of Jehovah in behalf of

his Church, and the dreadful vengeance inflicted

on his enemies, fhall be followed with remarkable

difplays of his power and prefence.—The name
which a perfon bears, is the deiignation whereby he
is known and diftinguifhed, or the reputation he
hath acquired by fome celebrated actions. The
name and glory of the Lord may denote the perfec-

tions effential to his nature, wmereby he is highly

exalted ; the admirable manifeftations he hath given

of his infinite excellencies, in the operations of

providence and grace, whereby people are induced

to revere and adore him who alone doth wondrous
works.—This blefTed name men ihall fear ; they

fhall be happily difpofed to entertain a holy, reve-

rential awe of the majefty and glory of Jehovah, his

attributes, and difpenfdtions. From filial reverence

and profound refpect, they (hall yield to him the

facred veneration and homage which is for ever due
to the Moll High over all the earth, and w7hich con-

ititutes a chief ingredient in the wormip he demands.
In few words, this fear of the Lord, which he himfelf

puts into the heart, arifes from an awful feme of his

prefence and glory, and lively views of his infinite

grandeur. It renders perfons folicitous to acquire

the knowledge of his will ; it excites to vigilant cir-

cumfpection, to careful avoidance of whatever might
offend him, and puts into a, proper temper to wait

upon God for the accompli fhment of his promifes, in

the faithful performance of the duties he hath re-

quired.—The benign influence of this fear of the
Lord is foretold to extend

Vol. IV. U u From
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From the weft, andfrom the ri/ing of the fun, and to

reach the oppofite points of heaven. This promife

does not give encouragement to expect, that every

individual in the weftern and eaftern regions (hall

porTefs this gracious difpofition, for there never hath

been, and probably there never (hall be, a period

wherein the fear of God will fo univerfally prevail in

every kingdom of the world, that fome will not re-

main deftitute of it. The prediction, I fuppofe, only

means, that at the time whereof the prophet fpeaks,

a large number of converts was to be made to the

Church of God from among the inhabitants both of

the weftern and eaftern parts of the earth. Even in

this limited fenfe of the words, how noble, how plea-

fant a profpecY is opened to view—all the ends of

the earth remembering and turning to the Lord, and
all the kindreds of the nations worihipping before

him !—Do you alk, as the difciples did of their Maf-
ter, When fhall theie things be? I anfwer in his

words *, * It is not for you to know the times and
* the feafons, which the Father hath put in his own
• power.' It is enough to be allured that they fhall

be fulfilled in their feafon, to which we fhould look

forward with faith, and hope, and joy.

When the enemy fhall come in like a flood. The
Church of God hath had enemies in all ages. Under
the former difpenfation, the Egyptians and Aflyrians,

with many other nations, were inimical to their li-

berty and profperity ; and under the new oeconomy
of grace, all the wicked of the earth, who moleft and
difturb them in the enjoyment of their facred immu-
nities, are adverie to their peace and felicity. The
period fixed for the Divine interpofltion is, when the

foe comes in like a flood or mighty torrent, that hath

an alarming afpect, threatens to inundate the whole

land, and to fpread terror and defolation wherever it

reaches. At the time of apprehended general dan-

ger, when infidelity and error, immorality and pro-

fanity, threaten the fafety of the Church

—

Thejpirit

of the Lordfhall lift up a flandard againfl him, A
ftandard

* Atfs i. 7.
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ftandard or enfign, which commonly bears Tome re-

presentation or infcription, being erected in a con-
fpicuous place on the appearance of danger, intimates

tofoldiers, that they ought to refort to their proper Na-

tion, in order to make a vigorous defence againft the

encroachments of the enemy. In reference to this

practice, it is foretold, that the Spirit of Jehovah, by
his mighty influence, (hall draw together to the flan-

dard of the crofs of Chrift, as a centre of unity, many
eminent men, diftinguhhed for their magnanimity
and firm attachment to the doctrines of the gofpel,

who, by difplaying the love of God, and preaching

Chrift crucified, fhaJl, through the afiiilance of their

Divine Matter, put their enemies to flight, as the

words are rendered in the margin of fome bibles.

—

Verify, O Lord, we befeech thee, thy faithful word,

and do as thou haft faid. When the enemy of thy

glory comes in with impetuofity, as if lie would de-

prive thy people of their moft valuable pofleffions,

grant a banner to them that fear thee, that it may
be difplayed becaufe of truth ; that thy beloved may
be delivered, fave with thy right hand, and hear

me*.

20. H And the Redeemer fhall come to

Zion, and unto them that turn from tranf-

greffion in Jacob, faith the Lord.

The fulfilment of the above prediction {hall be at-

tended with the joyful confequence here defcribed.

The Son of God is doubtlefs the perfon intended, to

whom the delignation of Redeemer is given, with

great propriety, in the Scriptures both of the Old and
Ivew Teftaments. He only is qualified to accom-

plish the redemption of tranfgreflbrs. To refcue us

from thraldom, he laid down his life a ranfom ; and

that he may actually deliver his people from fpiritual

bondage, and recover them to liberty and the poi-

fcffioh

* Pfal. Ix. 4> 5-
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fefRon of their rightful owner, he exerts his omnipo-
tence. This glorious perfon— (liall come to Zion,

which is the name frequently given to the Church,

wherein Jehovah is worlhipped, and efpecially re-

fides, and from whence is enjoyed the moft delightful

profpecls. It is evident, from the connection in

which this prediction Hands, that what is here fore-

told does not relate to the manifeftation of the Son
of God in the flefh, when he obtained eternal re-

demption for his people, it hath fpecial refpect to

what he will do for the benefit of his Church in latter

times, by the interpofition of his providence and

grace. The apolUe Paul, writing to the faints at

Rome, quotes the words of our prophet with fome
variation *. Ifaiah declares, that the Redeemer
fhall come to Zion ; the apoftle faith, there (hall come
out of Zion the deliverer. The feeming difference is

eafily reconciled. The Hebrew fervile letter here

ufed, fometimes fignifies to, as it is rendered in the

prophefy before us, and fometimesyhwz, or out of, as

tranflated in the epiftle referred to. The Redeemer
fhall come from the heavenly Zion to the Zion of his

Church on earth, to execute his gracious purpofes.

There is a perfecl: agreement between the prophet

and the apoflle, who gives the true meaning of the

words under confederation. At the time to which
this prediction looks forward, the Redeemer fhall

remarkably appear, to effect two gracious purpofes.

lie (hall come for the deliverance and comfort of

thofe that forfake their fins among the pofterity of

Jacob, who are the peculiar objeds of his kindnefs

and care. He fhall come alfo for the convcrfion of

many in ifrael, that he may turn ungodlinefs from

them, and bring them to repentance for the atrocious

fins, the ungodly deeds they have committed. In

confequence whereof his prahes fhall be celebrated

with pleafure and gratitude, in the language dic-

tated by the royal Poet : ' Lord, thou halt been fa-

' vourabie to thy land, thou haft brought back the,

4 captivity

* Chap. xi. 26.
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1 captivity of Jacob, thou hail forgiven the iniquity
* of thy people, thou haft covered all their finsV

21. As for me, this is my 'covenant with

them, faith the Lord, My fpirit that is

upon thee, and my words which I have put in

thy mouth, (hall not depart out of thy mouth,

nor out of the mouth of thy feed, nor out of

the mouth of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord,

from henceforth and for ever.

The prediction concludes with this memorable
teftimony of the great love that Jehovah bears to his

Church, compofed of Jews and Gentiles. He gives

the reviving afTurance, that they iliall never be de-

prived of the precious treafure of his word, nor of

his Spirit, to illuminate, fanctify, and comfort them,

and to give them the right understanding of the doc-

trines concerning Salvation—and that thefe impor-

tant benefits (hall be continued with them until the

end of time.

—

Asfor me,faith the Lord. Thefe words

introduce to particular notice the precious promifes

contained in this verfe. The expiefiion intimates that

they proceed from God, who is faithful; that their

certain accomplifhment may be expected; and that

when the Hate of the Church requires the interpofi-

tion of his providence and grace, to maintain what
he hath wrought for them, they fhall uniformly and
conftantly be verified.

—

1 his is my covenant with them,

faith the Lord. 1 his is one important article, contained

in the teltamentary deed, that fhall never be inva-

lidated, which i have ratified and confirmed in the

mod folemn manner, and given to my people, as the

fure ground of their hope and confidence. This is

the fixred obligation into which 1 have entered with
them who turn from tranfgreflion in Jacob ; my irre-

vocable faithful promife, founded on the immutability
of my nature, and my irreveifible purpole ; and irife-

parably

* Pfal. Ixxxv. 1, 2.
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pnrably connected with my gracious defigns toward
the houfe of lfrael.

—

Saith the Lord, the almighty
God, for whom all things are pofiible, the faithful

God, whofe veracity is unchangeable and everlafting.

This is the pi omife 1 oblige myfelf to perform, this

is the benefit I folemnly engage to beftow.

My Spirit that is upon thee, &-c. As a fpirit of power,
of love, and of a found mind, as a fpirit of grace and
fuppiication, being given to inftruct, fanctify, and
comfort thee, is the chief bleffing contained in my
covenant. All fpiritual life and light, ilrength and
confolation, with every gift and grace in their various

meafures, proceed from him. On him depends the

efficacy of facred inftitutions, and the diftingui'hed

abilities whereby the edification and prefervation of

the Church is effected, with every thing truly excel-

lent enjoyed by them that fear my name. All thefe

things are wrought by the fame Spirit, who abides

with thee, and diitributeth to every one feverally as

he will.

—

And my words which I have put in thy month
,

revealed in the holy Scriptures, as the foundation of
faith and the rule of conduct, the fource of comfort,

and the charter of eternal inheritance.—Thefe words
efpecially, which refpect the glory of the Redeemer's
perfon, his official character, his iilunrious actions, his

complicated fuflerings, his atonement and fubiequent

exaltation—thefe words which reprefent the relations

wherein he is connected with thee, and his confummate
ablity to fupply thy wants ; the neceffity of being
intcrefted in him, and brought into the way of faiva-

tion, that you may have your hearts and lives regu-

lated by his authority, and act toward him and for

his honour, fo as to be accepted and truly bleifed.

Thefe my words I have put into thy mouth, and com-
manded thee to have them in thine heart, to ' teach
4 them diligently unto thy children, and to talk of
4 them when thou fitted in thine houfe, and when
4 thou walkeit by the way, when thou lyefl down, and
4 when thou rifeit up *.'

Shall

* Deut. vi. 6, 7*
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Shall not depart out of thy mouth, &c. My word of

falvation, which (hews the connection between fin

and mifery, between grace and duty, between faith

and holinefs, between obedience and happinefs, (hall

not ceafe to be the pleating fubjecl: of investigation

and difcourfein every age of the world. It (hall have

perpetual refidence in the Church, throughout all

generations; and, attended with the difpenfation of

the Spirit, fhall continue with my fervants and their

pofterity without interruption, and without end, faith

the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.—Joyful

thought! amid all the changes and revolutions that

Jiappen on this earth, the omnipotent, faithful Jehovah

hath given explicit affurance, that his people fhall

have his Spirit and his word to abide with them unto

the end of the world, in this confidence, let us ear-

neftly pray that the Spirit may be given to iliumina

our minds to underftand the Scriptures ; to open our

hearts to receive them ; to keep us under their com-
manding power ; and to difclofe to us thofe facred

fources of delight and |oy, whereby we may be re-

frefhed in our journey toward the inheritance of the

faints in light. Let us diligently ftudy the word

of God, the blefled appointed mean of fan&ifying and

comforting his people, and often meditate on the

fublime fubjecls it contains, which tend to improve,

to enlighten, to elevate, and confole the minds of

thofe who delight in his commandments. And now,

O Lord God, the word which thou halt fpoken, efta-

blifh it for ever ; and do as thou haft faid, and let all

the people fay, Amen.

PR ELI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

IN the la ft fection of this long prophetical difcourfe,

contained in the chapter before us, lfaiah, favour-

ed by the Spirit of Jehovah with a clear view of the

future felicity and glory of the Church of God, fets

forth, in very fublime language, the great enlarge-

ment and flourifhing (late to which they were to be

advanced. This noble fubje& is exhibited in the

moft fplendid colours, under a variety of beautiful

images, which convey magnificent ideas of the glories

to which the people of God mail be elevated when
the fulnefs of the Gentiles shall come in, when the

Jews (hall be gathered from their difperiibns, and all

the nations of the world fliall become the kingdoms
of our Lord and his Chrift. With this joyful profpecl:

fully in his view, our prophet, perceiving the happy
period approaching, announces the welcome tidings

that the day of deliverance had already dawned, and
calls upon the Church, fitting in the obfcurity of a

dark and tedious night, to arife, for the object of their

expectation was drawing near, urging to immediate

compliance by fome powerful incitements, ver. i, 2,

and 3. He then requires their attention to the

immenfe number of converts who wTere to join them,

with all their wealth and influence, that they might

participate in the privileges and felicity wherewith they

were blelfed, ver. 4—9. After which he teaches,

that the princes and great men of the earth were to

come into their fellowfliip, and to bring with them
their glory and honour, with whatever might prove

fubfervient to promote the interefts of the city of the

living God, and to adorn his habitation ver. 10, 11.

Having foretold the certain overthrow of thofe

who afflict and oppofe his fervants, in ver. 12th, he

describes, in fublime terms, the happy change that

ihould take place in the condition of the Church that

had
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had been long in afflicting circumftances, and aiTures

them, that perfons in the moft eminent ftations were
to protect and cherifti them—that the belt men were
to prefide among them—that they were to be fecure

fro ;Ti calamity and violence—that they were con-

ftantly to enjoy the light with which they were fa-

voured, and—that their citizens, diftinguiilied for

uprightnefs, were to receive a large increafe of their

number, ver. 14. to the end.

CHAP. LX.

ARISE, fhine, for thy light is come, and
the glory of the Lord is rifen upon

thee.

Our prophet, in the name of the Son of God, who
was expected by the iilands, who, in ver. 16th, is men-
tioned as the Saviour, the Redeemer, the Mighty
One of Jacob, directs his difcourfe to the inhabitants

of the city of the Lord, the new Jerufalem, the Zion
of the Holy One of Ifrael, whofe walls ftrangers were
to build, and whole gates were to be always open.

Acting in the character of a vigilant watchman, he
luddenly calls upon them to arife. Having fallen by
thine iniquity into a fiate of degeneracy and corrup-

tion, of infenfibility and fecurity, wherein thy fpirk-

ual fenfes have not been exercifed to difcern good
and evil, thou haft been fitting in darknefs, and lying

under the prefture of affliction. I now call upon
thee to arife from thy flambering, difconfolate condi-

tion, in which thou haft continued for a long time,

to the vigorous ufe of all thy powers and faculties.

Awake from indulgence in fin and (loth, to behold

the works and the glory of the Redeemer ; the night

is far fpent, the day is at hand, caft off therefore the

works of darknefs, and put on the armour of light

—

Vol.. IV, Xx obey,
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obey the voice that now folicits attention. Indeed
it is not eafy to point out the peculiar force and
energy of the word in the fenfe it is here ufed.

—

Shine,

appear in thy native fplendour and beauty. Whilft
thou waft deprelTed by affliction, fear, and forrow,

that comelinefs and fplendour hath been obfcured,

which thofe who are light in the Lord ought to ma-
nifeft to the world. Come then into the light of

knowledge and holinefs, of comfort and joy, that,

being enlightened by him who is the light of the

world and the life of men, thou mayeft illumine

thofe around thee. Relume that brightnefs which
hath been long beclouded, and difplay clearly that

pleafant light, which, being reflected, may throw an
agreeable luftre on all the beholders. Time is pre*

cious, let no part of it be fquandered away in iloth

or idlenefs ; the duty to which thou art called is of

immenfe confequence, and ought not to be delayed.

For thy light is come. The day-fpring from on high

hath vifited thee, the Sun of righteoufnefs is arifen

with healing under his wings ; the Median, the true

light that enlighteneth every man that cometh into

the world, which the prophets and evangeiiils unite

in magnifying—this glorious light is come, and all

thy adverfaries fhall no more be able to retard its

progrefs, than to ftop in his courie the fun in the fir-

mament. Thy prd'peious and happy itate is com-
menced, wherein thou (halt be blefftd with every

thing requisite to thy falvation, that can yield matter

of thankfgiving and praife. This Divine light, which
fhall fhine more and more unto the perfect day, fhall

diipel thy fears, thy diftreiTes and forrows, and caufe

thy health and beauty to fpring forth fpeedily.

And the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee. If thefe

words are intended merely to amplify what is con-

tained in the preceding expreffion, they import that

the Son of God, the brightneis of the Father's glory,

who is emphatically denominated the Glory of Jeho-
vah, lhail exhibit, at the time to which this prediction

refers, iiluiliious manifefiations of his Divine excel-

lencies,
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lencies, in the operations of his providence, and in

the miniftration of the gofpel. if the glory of the

Lord here fpoken of alludes to the fymbol of the Di-

vine majefty, with which the camp of Ifrael was ho-

noured, it may denote the eminent difplays of the

prefence and favour of God, which the Church ftiall

enjoy when he arifes to inflict awful judgments on
their enemies, to afford them his gracious protection,

and the copious effulion of the holy Spirit, to illumi-

nate and fanctify, to direct and fo to regulate their

converfation and conduct, that they fhallwalk worthy

of the Lord, unto all well pleallng in his light.

—

This glory, in whichever of thefe fenfes it is meant,

is faid to be rifen at the period our prophet had in his

eye. The expreflion is taken from the mod beauti-

ful, magnificent image in nature, the riling of the

fun upon the earth, which difpels the darknefs of the

night, and is attended with the joyful coniequences

of light, warmth, and vegetation. In like manner,

the riling glory of Jehovah was to diffipate the dark-

nefs wherein the Church was involved, during the

tedious night of adverlity, and to favour them with

bright manifeftations of the power and prefence of

their Lord and Redeemer, which were to produce the

mod lalutary effects. I conclude this article with

the words of the apoftle Paul, which point out the

practical improvement of this fubject : ' Wherefore,
* he faith, awake thou that lleepeft, and arife from
* the dead, and Chnft mall give thee light *.'

2. For behold, the darknefs fhall cover the

earth, and grofs darknefs the people : but the

Lord ihall arife upon thee, and his glory fhall

be feen upon thee.

Thefe words reprefent a very moving fcene, the

contemplation of which might difcourage the expec-

tation of what was foretold, and therefore they are

followed

* Eph. y. 14.
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followed with an explicit afTurance of the predicted

happy event.— Behold the darknefs of ignorance,

vice, and calamity, mail overfpread the inhabi-

tants of the earth at the time wherein the Lord God
fhall make to arife upon his Church, not only the

light diffeminated by the doctrines of the gofpel, but

that which proceeds from the true fpirit of the gofpel,

and the advancement of the intereftsof his kingdom.
Though my information refpecting the date of

Chrillianity throughout the world is limited, and may
not be altogether correct, i may venture to fay, after

what 1 have read and heard—That a large portion of

Europe, having either i ejected or corrupted the glo-

rious gofpel of the Son of God, embrace erroneous

principles, and walk not according to the precepts

contained in the Holy Scriptures. In the extendve

continent of America, many who profefs Chriftianity

are nothing better than thofe who are fitting in

darknefs, in the region and fhadow of death. Great

part of the inhabitants of Alia and Africa remain in-

volved in the darknefs of Paganifm and Mahomet-
ifm, living in profound ignorance, and groaning under

a defpotic yoke, which prevents the improvement of

their condition. In the great body of the Church a

variety of fects have fprung up, which hath given

rife to an uninterrupted fucceffion of controveriies,

and, among others, the famous conteft between theo-

logy and philofophy, between faith and reafon, which

hath been long maintained with much animolity and

perfeverance. Thefe warm debates have been fuc-

ceeded with lamentable degeneracy of manners, very

aidant from the purity required by the precepts of

jefus Chriit, whereby the beauty of the Church hath

been obfcured, and they have brought down on

themfelves the juit judgments of the Almighty.

—

The contrail to this grofs darknefs is dated in the

following words

:

But the Lord /hall arife upon thee, &,c. Both ex-

predions feem to be nearly of the fame import, the

latter explaining and illustrating the former. When
the
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the Lord arifes on his Church, he caufes his glory to

fhine upon them, and renders confpicuous the dis-

plays of his Divine attributes, of his providential care

and rich grace in their behalf. Obfcurity fhall retire,

and every cloud vaniili at the approach of the Sun
of Righteouinefs, under whofe benign influence the

people of God {hall profper, and be perfected in

every good work.

—

And his glory fl)all he feen on thee,

the amiable lultre of his mercy, power, and faith-

fulnefs, and his other excellencies, with their happy
effects, fhall be fenlibly felt and clearly feen in many
remarkable inflances. The bright manifeltations of

his love and grace, and tender compaflim, which he

exhibits in the difpenfations of his providence, and in

his ordinances, fhall be vifible to every attentive be-

holder. The Spirit of God and of glory, the beauty

of the Lord our God, fhall be {ttn upon thee, and
he ihall eftablifh the work of thy hands —Rejoice

then, brethren, that the glory of the Lord fhall be

revealed, and that all fiefh Ihall fee it together. From
the advanced ground of the promifes of God, look

for vard with pleafure to the bleiTed day when afflic-

tion and furrow ihall flee away, and everlatting joy

ihall be upon the people of God, and this prediction

fhall be fulfilled Did we properly contemplate this

luminous profpecl, it might infpire with magnanimity,

courage, and zeal, in furmountmg the obitacies that

impede the accompiiihment of this prophecy, and

cauie the tranfierit glory of this world in great mea-
fure to difappear.

3. And the Gentiles fhall come to thy light,

and kings to the brigixtnefs of thy riling.

Joyful confluences are foretold to refill t from the

fulfilment of the prediction contained in the latter

part of the preceding verfe. The nations of the earth,

which had not hitherto been favoured with the light

of the glorious gofpel, convinced of the fupreme

excellence
?
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excellence, the adorable all-fufficiency and grace of

the Redeemer, fhall refort to the Church of God, that

they may fhare in the precious benefits enjoyed by
this highly- favoured fociety—That they may re*

ceive the inllruclions delivered by Jefus Chrift and
his apoftles, and follow their iliuitrious examples

—

that they may behold the manifedacions of the divine

glory, which God is pleafed to grant to the affemblies

of his people—that they may walk in the light he
conveys by his word and Spirit, and participate in

the great falvation he bellows, which constitutes their

beauty, felicity, and glory.
—

"Nor were the lower

dalles of the people only to come to the knowledge,
and obedience of the truth, men who fill the moil

elevated (rations, and pofTefs fupreme authority, (hall

alfo tedify their defire of being admitted into the

Church.

—

And kings to the hrightnefs of thy rijing.

Princes of the greateft celebrity, invefted with the

mod extenlive power and influence, efteeming it their

honour and happinefs to be fellow citizens with the

faints, ihall enter into the kingdom of God. The
expreffion here ufed may farther intimate the early

approach of fuch perfonages to the light whereby the

Church is illuminated. Preferring the happinefs and
prerogatives of the people of God to the riches and
grandeur of this world, they fhall join themfelves to

the Lord, that they may walk in his ways and live to

his glory.

4. Lift up thine eyes round about, and fee;

all they gather themfelves together, they Come
to thee, thy fons ihall come from far, and thy

daughters Ihall be nurfed at thy fide.

As a ground of confolation and joy, the fervants of

God are directed to obferve the vaft concourfe erf"

people that flock to them from every quarter.—Look
around you, and behold every where a pleafant glori-

ous fpeclacie, many nations, and' kings too, collecting

together
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together, encouraging each others hearts, and ftrength-

ening each others hands, going up to the mountain
of the Lord's houfe, that he may teach them his ways,

and that they may walk in his paths ! See them
coming from the eaft and from the weft, from the

north and from the fouth, to enjoy the choice prero-

gatives and bleflings wherewith you are felicitated !—They come to thee, not with hoftile intention to mo-
left and injure, but with the friendly defign of par-

taking of the refrefhing light which is riien upon
thee

—

Thy fonsJJiall come fromfar. The children of

God, and of the New Jerufalem which is from above,

the mother of us all, fhall come from diftant lands,

wherein they have been difperfed, to ihare in the

facred immunities with which thou art honoured and
blefTed .

—

And thy daughters Jhall he nurfed at thyfide.

1 he feebleft and tenderer! of thy young converts, who
are not yet eftablifhed in the knowledge, faith, and
obedience of the gofpel, nor initrucled in the things

pertaining to the kingdom of God, feem to be the

perfons intended by this defignation, Thofe who
are of this defcription (hall be nurfed at thy fide,

under thy peculiar care and immediate inflection,

having tealcnably difpenled to them, as they are able

to bear, the fincere milk of the word, that they may
grow thereby. The Lord God will graciouily provide

for their fupport and fafety, he will uphold and cherith

them in the everlafting arms of his mercy. Having
had occafion repeatedly to treat of this pleafant iub-

jecl, 1 proceed to verfe

5. Then thou fhalt fee and flow together,

and thine heart fhall fear, and be enlarged,

becaufe the abundance of the lea (hall be con-

verted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles

fhall come unto thee.

Thefe
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Thefe words defcribe the various emot'rns that

fhall be excited by the fight of the large accedions

made to the Church by the nations, bringing along

with them all their wealth which could conduce to

their external convenience and comfort. Dr. Lowth's
tranilation of this verfe appears to me both juit and
elegant; it runs thus: ' Then {halt thou fear and over-
6 flow with joy; and thy heart fhall be ruffled and
* dilated ; when the riches of the fea fhall be poured
* in upon thee ; when the wealth of the nations fnall

* come unto thee.' The Hebrew word rendered fee,

fignifies alio fear ; and the Bifhop, fuppofing that the

paffions, awakened by the fcene whereof the pro-

phet fpeaks are chiefly intended, he tranflates it by the

word fear, the firft affeclion that fhould arife in the

minds of thole who fhall contemplate this furprifing

fpectacle. Timidity and terror draws together the

finer parts of the blood to the heart, in coniequence
of which the face becomes pale and wan. Joy and
gladnefs, on the contrary, are faid to expel them from
the feat of the vitals to the more diftant members of

the body, fo as to redden and enliven the countenance.

Beholding the nations flocking into the Church, the

iervants of God fhall experience both fear and joy,

thefe affections fhall alternately agitate their minds.

Aftonifhed at this wonderful exhibition, they fhall

at firffc tremble with fear, fo that their hearts fhall be

contracted and ruffled left there may be any miftake

or illufion. Viewing, however, this great object in

a proper light, their fouls, filled with admiration, fhall

be expanded with joy and gladnefs. Among fuch a

numerous fociety, the accomplishment of this predicted

event rauft excite very different emotions: fome ihall

be moved with fear and dread, whilft others fhall ex-

ult with joy and delight.

Becaufe ofthe abundance ofthe fea, &c. The riches

and wealth which by means . of fliips are conveyed
from one country to another—all thofe valuable

articles of commerce which are tranfported from

diftant kingdoms, fhall come into the pofTcflion of

the
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the people of God, who conftitute his Church, and
fhall be converted from the purpofes to which they
were formerly applied, to their ufe and benefit.

—

The
forces ofthe Gentilesfl)all come unto thee. The arma-
ments fitted out by the nations that had not hitherto

been admitted into the communion of the Church, and
which had harafTed and oppofed the fervants of God,
changing entirely their conduct, fhall have recourfe

to them ; and, profeffing love and obedience to our
Lord and Saviour, fhall defire to have fellowfhip with
his difciples in their glorious privileges, and to walk
with them in the ways of righteoufnefs and peace.

6. The multitude of camels fhall cover

thee : the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah

:

all they from Sheba,h fhall come : they fhall

bring gold and incenfe, and they fhall fhew
forth the praifes of the Lord,

The immenfe riches of the eafl, particularly the

wealth of the Arabians, which chiefly confifts in the

articles here fpecified, fhall come into the pofleffion

of the people of God.—Great numbers of camels,

that are remarkable for patiently enduring thirft, and
for yielding a kind of fine hair, of which fluffs are

made that are worn in eaflern countries, are uf:d by
the Arabians in conveying merchandife through the

raft dry defarts—Multitudes of thefe animals fhall

cover thee, and fupply with clothing thofe who fhall

become the fubjecls of the kingdom of God.—The
dromedaries of Midian , &c. Midian was the name
of one of the ions wuich Abraham, the father of

the faithful, had by Keturah, and Lphah was the

name or the eldeit fon of Midian, whofe poflerity are.

fuppoied to poffefs the eaftern parts of Arabia, Thei'e

people have great numbers of dromedaries, that are

remarkable for travelling exceeding lwiftly, and for

bearing heavy loads, which they employ in carrying

various kinds ot wares muo Lgjpt, fVlefline, and
Vol. iV. Y y other
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other countries. Thefe alfo fhall cover thee ; they

fhall convey divers kinds of goods to thofe who fear

the Lord, with which they fhall be clothed and
adorned—They (hall carry to them many of the

conveniencies and comforts of life. The expreffion

intimates, that their proprietors fhall have intimate

intercourfe with the followers of Jefus Chrift, and
become fellow-citizens with them in the kingdom of

God.
All theyfrom Shebahfhall come. Shebah, or Sebah,

was the name of a grand ion of Abraham *, and alfo

of a grandfon of Cufn f , and from one or other of

them a country in Arabia had its name. Concern-

ing the inhabitants of this land, it is foretold, that

they fhall refort to the Church of God, and mall

bring with them gold and incenfe. The prophet

Ezekiel fays, that in times of old they traded with

the Tyrians in fpices, precious ftones, and gold J,
The queen of Shebah, when me vifited king Solomon,

came to Jerufalem with a fpiendid retinue, and with

camels that bare fpices, very much gold, and precious

ftones $, wherein the riches of the country confifled.

Many of the Sabeans, or men of Shebah, fhall join

themfelves to the Lord, bringing with them the mod
valuable productions of their kingdom, that they may
confecrate them to the honour of Jehovah, and be

employed in promoting pious purpofes.

—

And they

JhallJhewforth the praifes of the Lord. The owners,

the employers of the camels and dromedaries, and
the inhabitants of Shebah, obferving the fignal fa-

vours conferred upon the Church, the amazing in-

creafe of their numbers, and the fincerity of their

faith and fubje&ion to the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, were
to celebrate with gratitude the mercy and grace of
God, who called fuch immenfe numbers of people

out of darknefs into his marvellous light, who made
known to them his faivation, and openly fliewed his

righteoulnefs

* Gen. xxv. 3. f Gen. x. 7.

X Chap, xxvii. 22. j 1 Kings x. 2.
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righteoufnefs in the fight of the heathen *.—Let us

join them, brethren, in this fublime exercife of praife,

which is the delightful work of heaven, and the

nob left fervice wherein we can be employed on
earth. We ferve God by profecuting our lawful bu-

finefs, as he direcls ; but this is accompanied with

much labour and trouble. We obey him by per-

forming the duties of holinefs and righteoufnefs,

which contribute to the happinefs of fociety ; but

thefe are attended with many obftructions and diffi-

culties. We honour him by works of mercy and
beneficence, which conftitute an important part of

practical Chriftianity ; but thefe require felf-deniai

and fuperiority to worldly things, which many peo-

ple do not feem to have attained. We do him ho-

mage by the various ads of worfhip which he hath

enjoined ; but thefe remind us of our imperfections

and diftance from God— Whereas., in praifing the

Lord, there is no fuch mixture of uneafy fenfations ;

we acknowledge, with pleafure and gratitude, our

obligations to him ; we honour his name, and offer

him the beft return we can make for his exuberant

gcodnefs and manifold mercies.

7. All the flecks of Kedar fhall be gathered

together unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth fhall

minifter unto thee : they fhall come up with
acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify

the houfe of my glory,

Kedar and Nebaioth were the names of two of the
twelve princes that were born to lfhmael, the fon of
the patriarch Abraham. The caflles and towns, and
probably the countries poflcfTed by their pofterity,

were called by their names. They were remarkable
for having great numbers of cattle, and large flocks

of (beep and goats. Hence the prophet Ezekiel, cie-

fc.ribing the imnrenfe riches and extenfive commerce
of

* Pfal. xctiii, 2.



356 LECTURES on the Chap. LX.

of the merchants of Tyre, thus writes *': c The Ara-
' bians, and all the princes of Kedar, traded with
* thee in lambs, and rams, and goats ' Thefe flocks,

Ifaiah foretels, (hall be collected, that they may mi-

nifter to the benefit of the people of God. They are

fpoken of as intelligent beings, yea as priefts, whofe
office was to minifter unto the Lord, in name of his

people. The expreflion, which refers to the fervices

performed under the former difpenfation, cannot be
itridtly underftood in the literal fenfe, requires to

be figuratively explained. The proprietors of the

flocks o* Kedar, and the rams of Nebaicch, being con-

verted to the knowledge, faith, and obedience of the

gofpel, (hall confecrate their wealth to the honour of

God, and to the fervice of his Church.— They Jhall
come up with acceptance on mine altar. The facrifices

that were of old prefented unto God, became facred

and holy in confequence of their being brought to

his altar; for, as Jefus Chrift declares, * the altar ianc-
' tifiesthe gift "f\* In like manner, the offerings pre-

fented to Jehovah under the New Teftament, are

rendered acceptable to him by the great high Pried

of our proftffion, prefigured by the altar under the

law Accordingly God promifes, that the oblations

offered to him by the Kedarenes, through Jefus

Chrift, (hall be grateful and well pleafing in his fight.

Their perfons fhall be accepted, through his preva-

lent mediation, their fins expiated by his perfect

atonement, their facrifices and fervices (hall be to

him an odour of a fweet fmell J. All their wealth,

which they ihall dedicate to the glory of God and
the good of his people, fhall meet with the Divine ac-

ceptance and approbation.

And 1 willglorify the houfe ofmy glory. The houfe

of God, according to 'the apoftle Paul J, is the Church
of the living God. He formed the plan in his own
eternal mind, he laid the foundation, and he rears up
the whole fuperiiru&ure, fitly framed together, to be

an

* Chap, xxvii. 2 If + Mat xxiii. 19.

% Phil. it. 18. $ 1 Tim. iii. 1^.
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an habitation for himfelf, through the Spirit. He
beautifies this living temple with the moft precious

ornaments ; and, having furnifhed it with every thing

neceflary to advance his honour and the profperity

of his fervants, he therein takes up his peculiar reft*

dence. ' It is the houfe of his glory.' What gran-

deur and brilliancy appeared in the model of taia

fuperb building, when exhibited in virion to the

apoftle John, which he defcribes in the 2 id chapter

of the Revelation. It is truly glorious, being highly

exalted above the hoftile attempts of every enemy,
and every oppoiition made to its interefts ; efpe-

cially as it is bletfed with the glorious prefence of

Jehovah, who dwells therein, who admits his fervants

to contemplate his glory, and from thence admini-

fters his laws and ordinances.—Upon this houfe, God
here promiles to confer fome additional glory, by
giving brighter difplays of his Divine excellencies

than had hitherto been enjoyed by his people, by
granting them larger and more comfortable proofs of

his gracious preience, by pouring out his holy Spirit

abundantly upon them, by imparting his enriching

bleffing to the alTemblies of his faints convened for

his worlhip, and by rendering them fruitful in every

good work, to his praile and glory. Reproaches, cor-

ruptions, contentions, and calamities, being removed,
whereby the beauty of my houfe was obfcured, my
people fhall triumph in my praifes, and perform my
iervice with harmony, delight, and joy.

8. Who are thefe that fly as a cloud, and as

the doves to their windows ?

This inquiry, with the beautiful fimilitudes where-
by the fubjedt of it is iliuilrated, plainly intimates

the furprize and admiration excited by obferving

crowds of people flocking with halte into the king-
dom of God. Two companions are employ- d to

reprefent the accelerated motion of this vail concourfe:

the
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the firft defcribes their rapid progrefs and fpeedy
flight, and the latter their immenfe numbers.—Who
are thefe that fly as a cloud, violently agitated by a
ftrong wind which the ait and power of man cannot

retard or control ? Thefe, from whatfoever quarter

they come, fenfible of the danger to which they are

obnoxious, and the abfolute neceflity of efcape, fur-

mounting every impediment that would (lop their

progrefs, are fleeing with fpeed to lay hold on the

only hope fet before them in the gofpel. As the

motion of the clbtid isvifible and confpicuous, fo their

flight to the Saviour, and their recourfe to his Church,
is remarkable, by their renunciation of former fins, and
their diligence to be found in Chrift in peace.

—

Thuyfly
as the doves to their windows. On fome apprehended
danger pigeons betake themfelves in great numbers
for (belter and fafety to their place of refidence, where
they alight with feeming pleaiure, and with one con-

fent, as if moved b> the fame inftinct. In like man-
ner, the gathering of the people toShiloh fliall proceed

from an awakening fenfe of imminent danger, where-

by they (hall be impelled to flee to Jefus Chrift for

refuge, and in multitudes to haflen with unanimity to

the Rock of ages, and the houfe of defence, where
they fliall find fafety, provilion, and comfort.—No
wonder that this uncommon, this excellent and pleaf-

ing fpectacle, (hould excite furprize and inquiry,

especially when the difficulties that lie in the way
to the Saviour are coniidered, and what is neceffary

to overcome them, if the converfion of an individ-

ual, ( I mean of Saul, afterward called Paul) raifed the

aftonifliment of the Church of Chrift, who when they

heard that a perfecutor was converted into a preacher

of the gofpel, glorified God in him—how much more
ground of furprize to fee large numbers turned from

darknefs to light, from the power of Satan to God,
and from the fervice of dead idols to the worfhip and
obedience of Jehovah !

9. Surely
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9. Surely the ifles (hall wait for me, and the

fhips of Tarfhifh fir ft, to bring thy fons from
far, their filver and their gold with them, unto

the name of the Lord thy God : and to ^he

holy One of Ifrael, becaufe he hath glorified

thee.

Explicit affarance is given, that a numerous ac-

ceflion of converts {hall be made to the Church, many
of whom fhall be brought from very diftant lands.

By the ifles, which the Son of God promifes (hall

found their expectation and dependence on him, are

meant the Gentile nations, particularly thofe who
inhabit countries encompafTed by the Tea. By his

powerful, though fecret agency on their minds, he

will difpofe them to come into his Church, to receive

his gofpel with readinefs of mind, to confide in his

mediation, to rely on his promifes, and, grateful for

his ineftimable benefits, to receive the law from his

mouth, and to fubmit to his authority.

—

The flips of

Tar/hjj'ft firjl. Tarfhim was the name of one of the

fons of Javan, the fon of Japheth, the fon of Noah.

By him and his brethren were the ifles of the Gentiles

divided, every one after his language, after their

families in their nations *. The pofteffions of Tar-
fhim, or the city built by him or his pofterity, had
given to it the name mentioned by our prophet.

This country or city, wherever fituated, feems to be
the Tarfhilh here intended. Whilft others endea-

vour to afcertain the {ituation of the place, 1 mean to

explain the prediction. The fhips belonging to that

city or country, i. e. the mariners who navigate them,
fhall be firft, in point of time and order, to tranfport

from diftant lands, into the fociety of the faithful,

converts to the faith and obedience of the gofpel.

The extenfive commerce carried on by the merchants
of that place mail give them early opportunities of
conveying the knowledge of the truth to remote

nations
* Gen. x. j, $<
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nations and countries, and of bringing them that

believe in Jefus Chrift, with their fubftance, within

the boundaries of the Church, to afT ci te with the

fervants of God.

—

TheirJiher and theirgold with them.

The moft valuable articles they puffefs, their precious

treafures, (hall be brought along with their pro-

prietors to minifter to the benefit of the Church, that

they may be expended in erecting and endowing
fcnools, churches, and afylums for the poor and af-

flich-d, and in diffeminating the knowledge of the Sa-

viour and his falvation. The filverand the gold, the

incenfe and the cattle, mentioned in this and the

pr ceding verfes, which mall be brought into the

Church by real converts, are emblematical of the

true riches, the fpiritu;jl treafures, which by their

means ihall be much augmented. Thefe corfiftof the

ineftimable blefgngs ot Divine grace, the fruits of

the spirit, and the beauties of holinefs, which adorn

the Chriftian profeffion. and render people rich to-

ward God. Though 1 have only glanced at the

figurative and more recondite fenfe,yet 1 apprehend it

may be principally intended : in order to comprehend

the whole mearu.: g of this prophecy, and to render it

every where confident with itfeif, it mud be chiefly

confidered

Unto the name of the Lord thy God, &c. To do

fcoiiouf to his great name, who is the Lord of all, and

the God of his peculiar people, and to be employed

in his wedbip and fen ice. The Lord thy God ihall

bring to pals this wonderful event for the glory of his

name, and to diiplav his divine excellencies, who is

the holy One ot iirael, that fanclifies them, and is

fan&iiled by them The reafon is fubjoined why vaft

numbers of people mall refort to the Church of God.

Bacaufe he hath glorified thee, by raifirg thee from an

afflicted, diieonfolttte condition, to a profperous and

honouiab e rhtte, the renown whereof hath gone forth

amr.ng the heathen, he hath made thee a praife in the

eanCanci magnified thee in the light of the nations;

theieioie Wy children i'haii be multiplied as the buds
of
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of the fields. He hath increafe4 thy greatnefs, and

comforted thee on every lide. He hath conferred

upon thee the mod important benefits and pri-

vileges, accompanying his ordinances with his Spirit

and prefence, and rendering thee fuperior to all

the efforts of thy enemies. On thefe accounts, muU
tides of every rank and of every n ition (hall come
into the kingdom of God, that they may participate

of the choiceil bleffings.

10. And the fons of ftrangers fliall build

up thy walls, and their kings fhall minifter

unto thee : for in my wrath I filiate thee,

but in my favour have I had mercy 011

thee.

The predictions refpe&ing the felicity and glory

of the Church are amplified by the introduction of

various circumftances, which (hall effentially contri-

bute to the advancement of their honour and inte-

refts.

—

Thefons ofjlrangers, who were the patrons of

heathenifm arid falfe religion, and who had never

been admitted into the communion of the Church, a

privilege which they looked upon with hatred and
contempt—The children of thofe who were ftran-

gers to the covenants of promiie, and aliens from the

commonwealth of ifrael, who had no more connec-

tion with the Church of God than foreigners had of

old with the benefits peculiar to the pofterity of

Jacob. The defendants even of thefe people being

brought into the obedience of faith, and obferving

that the city of God required reparation and enlarge-

ment, on account of the immenie concourfe that re-

forted to it, and that its former inhabitants we.e une-

qual to the work, they engaged with great prompti-

tude in the performance of this bufinefs. They
exerted themfelves to add whatfoever conftitutes

cither beauty or defence, that might diftinguifh the

citizens from the men cf the world, and protect them
Vol. IV; Zz from
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from the affaults of enemies. This work, which is

attributed to Jehovah by the facred Poet *, is here

foretold to be executed by ft rangers, that he i> pleafed

to employ for this purpofe. who, according to their

ability, (hall contribute to the enlargement and im-

provement of the Church of God, and to promote

the fpiritual beauty and (lability of Divine worfhip.

And their kings floall mini/ler unto thee. Princes and

great men, pofTeffing opulence, power, and authority,

ihall employ their influence to (upprefs the practice

of all manner of iniquity, and to advance the interests

of true godlinefs. They fhall make proper provi-

fion for the fupport of minilters of the gofpel, to

whom they mall give all fuitable encouragement, to

the faithful difcharge of the duties of their office, by

excellent laws and pious examples. They (lull erect

and endow fchools and feminaries of learning, where

proper perfons fhall be educated, with a view to fa-

cred offices and ufeful employments. They fliali

maintain and defend the rights and liberties of the

Church, and do what in them lies to excite the peo-

ple to diligent, attendance to the ordinances and pre-

cepts enjoined in the word of God ; to edify and com-
fort each other by good converfation and prudent

conduct.

For in my wrath I [mots thee. The remarkable

happy change in the itate of the Church, which our

prophet foretels is not to be afcribed to the merits of

God's fervants, but to the rich mercy of Jehovah.

The Almighty, who had been greatly difpleafed with

his degenerate people for their bypocrify, formality,

and pertidy, vilited them in an^er with divers cala-

mities, to make them fenlible of their (ins and folhes,

and to bring them back to himf-lf and their duty.

He verified to them his faithful word, by chaftifing

them with the rod of affliction when they kept not

his commandments, to reclaim them from their evil

ways, and to bring them to repentance and reforma-

tion.

—

-,But in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

The Lord God reminds them, that the change in his

dilpeniations

* Pfil. cxlvii. 2.
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difpenfations proceeded not from their rectitude and
worth, but from his own free favour and undeferved

kindnefs—That all the privileges and bleflines

whereby they were felicitated, were not to be attri-

buted to their excellence and the goodnefs of their

performances, but to be confidered as the fruits of

fovereign mercy and grace. All the precious bene-

fits which they enjoyed feem to be comprifed in

(hewing them mercy. Remembering not againft

them former fins, Gud had turned unto them accord-

ing to the multitude of his tender mercies, and had
fpeedily prevented them when brought very low.

He punilhed them lefs than their iniquities deferred,

and moderated the corrections he judged proper to

inflict.—Thefe interefting truths ought to be deeply

imprelTed on our minds, brethren, and frequently called

to our remembrance, that thereby we may be ex-

cited to gratitude to Gpd for his mercy, to fidelity

and diligence in his fervice.

1 1. Therefore thy gates fhall be open con-

tinually, they (hall not be fhut day nor night,

that men may bring unto thee the forces.of the

Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought.

Another remarkable circumftance is mentioned,

that fhall conduce to increafe and enlarge the Church
of God, which is here fpoken of as a nouriibing city.

The gates by which the jufl enter into the city of the

living God, fhall be always open for the admiffion of

princes and people of all nations, who wifh to become
fellow- citizens with the faints. The expredion inti-

mates, that none who believe in Jeius Chriit,of what-

foever kingdom or country, fhall be denied accefs in-

to the community of the faithful—That in every

period of time, in feafon and out of feafon, the

watchmen fhall be ever ready to grant admiffion to

thcfe who apply ior this privilege, and— that the

city of the Lord lhall be blefi with perpetual tran-

quillity
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quillity, and fecurity from external foes; there (hall

be no ground of fear of any enemy to annoy the in-

habitants, who fhall enjoy the undifturbed poffeiTion

of their glorious privileges.—The defxgn of the gates

being kept conflantly open is fpecified in the follow-

ing words :

That men may bring unto thee, &-c. the ftrength and
wealth of the nations, that multitudes of people, with
all their opulence and fpiritual riches, may have eafy

accefs to the enjoyment of the felicity and fellowfhip

with which thou art favoured.-—And that their kings

may be brought as the willing fubjecls of the Lord
Jeius Chrift, to have intimate communion with God
and the Redeemer, to delight themfelves in God's
abundant goodnefs, to enjoy manifeftations of the

Divine glory, with the pledges of Divine love. Thefe
pleafing circumitances exhibit a happy and glorious

rtate of the Church, the profpecl of which ought to

animate our hopes, and to excite to frequent, fervent

fupplications for its commencement.

12. For the nation and kingdom that will

not ferve thee, (hall perifh : yea, thofe nations

ihall be utterly wafted,

Defolating judgments are threatened to be in-

flicted on thofe who (hall obftinately refufe to join in

promoting the welfare of the Church of God. This

prediction, though fimilar to one delivered by the

prophet Zechariah *, is ft ill more extenlive. The
people, whofe delliny is here foretold, are not only

thofe who oppofe the interefts of the Churcn, but
thofe alfo who will not yield fubjeclion to the righte-

ous authority of Jeius Ghrift, by whom his difciples

are governed, and in obedience to whofe commands
they enjoy real liberty and happinefs. As it is the

duty, the honour, and the interefl of every nation

under heaven, to endeavour to advance the profpe-

rity of the kingdom of God, fo it is jurt and equi-

table,

* Chap. xiv. 17.
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table, that thofe who refufe to contribute their fer-

vices towards this great objecl, fhould feel the eft^cls

of the Divine difpleafure. Our prophet therefore

foretels, that they, who in this manner act contrary

to the will and command of God

—

Shallperifh and be

utterly wafted, by temporal calamities or fpirittial

judgments, wherewith they (ball be vifited in the

courfe of providence. They fhall either be entirely

overthrown and deprived of their exigence as a

people, or be diverted of their power, wealth, and in-

fluence. Hirtory teftifies, that there is not a nation,

or empire on earth, which hath virulently oppofed

the profperity of the Church, that hath efcaped the

judgments of God. And at the period to which
Ifaiah looked forward, when this prediction fhall re-

ceive a fure and full completion, the nation fhall be

confumed and exterminated that will not do homage
to the kingdom of our Lord and his Chrift.

13. The glory of Lebanon fhall come unto

thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box
together, to beautify the place of my fandlu-

ary, and 1 will make the place of my feet glo-

rious.

id

Whatever is grand, magnificent, and rbeautiful in

nature, all the choice emblems that can dignify the

defcription, adorn the fubject, and afford matter of

pleafing meditation, are brought forward to reprefent

the glories of the Church.—-The glory of Lebanon
confilted in the abundance of the ftately cedars, and
other kinds of trees wherewith it was covered, which

exhibited a ftriking appearance of majeity, ftrength

and comelinefs. Of the fir, the pine, and the box-

trees, 1 took notice when treating chapter xli. ig.

where they were mentioned. Thefe trees, remark-

able for excellence, utility, and ornament, are here

introduced to reprefent perfons of great abilities, of

fplendid accomplifhments, of immenie virtues, and
extenlive
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extenfive ufefulnefs, that God fhall raife up to defend,

to adorn, and confole his Church. 1 he propriety of

the parabolic ft vie, frequently adopted by our prophet,

hath been fhevvn already from divers places of this

facrcd book. Indeed, if rightly confidered, it ferves

many ufeful purpofes: it whets the underftanding; it

excites defires of knowledge ; it keeps alive the atten-

tion ; and, by the exercife of investigation, improves

the mind.—-Even truth itfelf acquires additional

beauty when discovered through the veil of elegant

imagery.—The illuftrious men, intended by thefe

beautiful figures, fhall come into the Church of God
To beautify the place of my fancillary, Stc. The

expreffion, 1 fuppofe, relates directly to the Church
of Jefus Chrift under the New Teflament, that is

the fubjecl of this prophecy, plainly refers to the

temple built for Jehovah under the former difpenfa-

tion, which was fan&ified to be his dwelling-place,

and which prefigured the dignity and happinefs to be
enjoyed by the people of God under the oeconomy of

grace, after having attained its highefl excellence

and glory. In the innermoft apartment of the mag-
nificent houfe of reft, which king Solomon built unto

the Lord, was the mcft holy place, the fancluary

wherein was the mercy-feat, honoured with the fym-
bol of the Divine glory ; and beneath was the ark of

the covenant of, the Lord, which was literally the

place of God's feet *,. This grand edifice, with

its feveral parts, were fuperbly ornamented with

timber of the different kinds of trees here men-
tioned. And ifaiah, probably having this elegant

flruclure in his eye,foretels that the Church, which is

the houfe or' God under New Teftament, the fanctuary

he hath fet apart for his peculiar refidence, where he

manifefts his gracious prefence., and which he fills

with his glory, fhall be adorned with men of eminent
gifts and graces. There fhall come into the Church
ptrions ol extenfive knowledge, perfuafive eloquence,

true wiidom, and unbleniiihed holinefs, who fhall be

ornaments
* 1 Chron. xxviii. 2,
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ornaments to their profeffion, and the light of the

world. They (hall render the ibeiety with which
they are connected comely and glorious, and prove

the objects of admiration to all that are poffefled of

fpiritual dilcernment. The fubj eels of the King of

Glory ought to rejoice and triumph in the view of the

enlargement and profperity of his kingdom, which in

clue time (hall be effected by the power and grace of

Jehovah.

14. The fons alio of them that afflicted thee,

fliall come bending unto thee; and all they

that defpifed thee fhall bow themfelves down
at the foles of thy feet; and they fliall call thee,

the city of the Lord, the Zion of the holy One
of JfraeL

Such mall be the profperity and glory of the

Church of God, that the poilerity of their enemies

and perfecutors, who contemned them, (hall yield to

them the moll: profound fub million. The fathers,

who had oppofed, opprefled, and defpifed the people

of God, having gone to their place, and many of them
having been cut off by Divine judgments, their chil-

dren, convinced by Satisfying proofs that the right-

eous are the objects of the Divine favour, the fanctuary

of God, and the bleiled of the Lord, fliall come and
pay them humble obeifance. Of all perfons, they were

the moll unlikely to have acted in this manner.

Having imbibed the principles of their fathers in early

youth, it might naturally have been expected that

they would have followed their example, whereas

this prophecy teaches, that, at the luppy period to

which it refers

—

"They JJmII corns bending unto thole

who were detailed and persecuted by their progeni-

tors. Theyjhall bow down themjifoes at the foles of thy

feet. Thofe who deipiied the Servants of the Moil

iiitrh, as the filth and offscouring of all things, (hail

come,
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come, acknowledging with humility their former blind-

nefs,prejudi e, andill-direded furious zeal. They (hail

approach thee with profound refpect, testifying their

high efteem for the Church of God, as the moil ex-

cellent iociety on the earth, truly worthy of being

honoured and revered.

And /hall call thee the city of the Lord, which he

hath built for the honour of his majefty, which bears

his name, which he hath fortified with impregnable

walls and bulwarks, beautified with the graces of his

Spirit, replenilhed with the blefiings of hisgoodnefs,and

felicitated with his gracious prefence—the city where-

in refide the peculiar people ofGod,hiscnofen, called,

and faithful, who are the beloved of the Lord, on

whom his eyes and his heart are continually fixed,

and that he efteems above all the kingdoms and em-
pires of the the world.

—

The Zion of the holy One of
Ifrael. The illuflrious monument he hath erected to

diiplay his holinefs and glory, and which he hath fur-

niihed with every thing requifke for the purification

and refrefhment of the upright among men—The
place from whence grace and falvation proceeds,

wherein the Lord God delights to dwell, wherein he

manifefls himfelf to be the holy One, who admits

his people to intimate intercourfe with him, and
confers on them the choiceit privileges and benefits.

15. Whereas thou haft been forfaken and
hated, fo that no man went through tbee, I will

make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many
generations,

A happy change is foretold to take place in the

circumiiances of the Church, in conlequence of the

fulfilment of the preceding predictions.—The Lord
God, provoked by the lins of his people, hath often

Jeemed to forfake them, when he hath withdrawn from
them the fruits of his former loving kindnefs, where-
by they have been invigorated and folaced, and per-

mitted
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mitted them in defpondency to bewail their forlorn

condition. Often have they been deferted and hated
by the men of the world, who act upon principles,

and with views diametrically oppofite to thofe where-
by they are influenced. Thofe who hate the Lord
and Saviour have been always ready to caft upon
the afflicted followers of Jefus Chrift fome portion of

that reproach and contempt, which they poured

plentifully on their Divine matter. The language of

fuch people hath been, God hath forfaken them, let us

perfecute and take them. Hence the earned: prayer

and mournful complaint of the Church of old, recorded

Pfalms cxxiii. 3, 4. Have mercy upon us, O Lord,
4 have mercy upon us ; for we are exceedingly filled
1 with contempt. Our foul is exceedingly filled with
* the fcorning of thofe that are at eafe, and with the
' contempt of the proud.' Such treatment the fer-

vants of God have frequently experienced from their

adverfaries, according to the true proverb, which
faith, * He that is upright in the way, is abomination
' to the wicked *.' When in this degraded, defpiied

condition

—

No man went through thee. Very few
entered into the Church, admiring the firmnefs of thfe

foundation whereon they were built, the precious

immunities which they enjoyed, their cheerful fub-

jection to God, their intimate connection with nis

bleffed Son, and the mighty influence of his Holy
Spirit, whereby they were ftrengthened and com-
forted.

/ will make thee an eternal excellency. I will exalt

thee to fuch diftinguifhed eminence, and to fuch high

degrees of profperity and glory, that thou (halt be-

come the object of delightful admiration. 1 will

render thy citizens righteous; and, by confequence,

more excellent than their neighbours. 1 will make
them partakers of the Divine nature, 1 will form them
into my refemblance, I will adorn them with the

graces of my Spirit, I will enrich them with the mod
fubftmtial blefiings, and felicitate them with the

Vol. IV. 3 A light

# Proy. xxix. 27.
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light of my countenance, and that peace which paf-

feth underftanding. I will introduce them into glo-

rious liberty, and afford them all neceffary direction,

affiftance, and protection, and confer upon them thofe

ineftimable benefits, requifite to poffefs them of real

worth and unrivalled dignity, to render them truly

excellent, glorious, and comely. This excellence

fliall not fade and decay after a fhort period, like

that of worldly things, but it fhall be permanent, and
continue throughout all ages ; it fliall not be fullied

orobfcured, but, like the light of the fun, it (hall ap-

pear with increafing fplendor, until it arrive at per-

fection.

—

Ajoy of many generations. The Lord God
will create thee a joy, he willfave,he will rejoice over

thee with joy, he will reit in his love, he will joy

over thee with finging *. Thou, in return, (halt

greatly rejoice in the Lord, in thy intimate relation

to him, in the benefits and prerogatives wherewith
he hath blefTed thee, and in the pleafing profpect of

their continuance and perpetuity. Thou (halt be
the joy of the whole earth, who (hall behold thee

Walking in the truth, and glorifying God by thy

fubjection to the gofpel of Chrift. Nor fhall this

joy be tranfient and of fhort duration ; it (hall be
perpetuated through a fucceflion of ages, and thou
fhalt be to me a name of joy, a praife, and an honour
before all the nations of the earth, which fliall hear

all the good that 1 do unto thee f.

1 6. Thou fhalt alfo fuck the milk of the

Gentiles, and fhalt fuck the breafl of kings,

and thou fhalt know that 1 the Lord am thy
faviour and thy redeemer, the mighty one of

Jacob.

The princes and the nations of the earth (hall em*
ploy their power and riches for the fupport and bene-

fit of the people of God. Thefe figurative expref-

fions
* Zeph. iii. 1 7. f Jer. xxXiii. 9.
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fions, which require not to be minutely explained,

fufficiently intimate, that the wealth and ftrength of

both potentates and their fubjects (hall be conveyed

into the Church—that by means of the laws, edicts,

and interpositions of rulers, and the conftitutions of

their governments, the profperity of the kingdom of

God (hall be advanced—that thefe things (hall con-

tribute, through the Divine blefling, to the good of

the Church, and ferve as effectually to promote their

interells as milk conduces to the nourifhment and

health of the child. From the mod honourable per-

fonages, and nations of the greater!: celebrity, who
fhall reckon it their happinefs to minitter to their

neceffities, they (hall derive, in various refpects,

growth, eftablifhment, and comfort. Tnis, if I mif-

take not, is the import of the prediction that now lies

before us.

And thou Jhalt know that Ithe Lord am thy Saviour

\

who defends thee from innumerable evils to which

thou art expofed, who delivers thee from many pow-
erful enemies, and who exalts thee to fafety, happi-

nefs, and honour.

—

And thy Redeemer, who, in confe-

rence of a great ranfom, hatn redeemed thee from

iniquity, fervitude, and mifery, and reftored thee to

holinefs, to liberty, and glory.

—

The mighty one of

Jacob, who, by my omnipotent arm, can do all

things requifite to fecure thy welfare, to advance

and perpetuate thy profperity and felicity.—Thefe
endearing characters, thefe comfortable truths, thou

fhalt know by the awful judgments inflicted on your

enemies, and the diftinguifhing favours you enjoy.

This acquaintance with thefe characters fhall power-

fully operate on your hearts and lives, and difpofe

you to hearken to my voice, to attend to my worlhip,

and to obey my precepts. Allured of my faithful-

nefs in my promifes, of the wifdom and goodnefs of

my difpenfations, you (hall fear, and love, and ferve

me with alacrity and delight, as a proper return for

the kindnefles you receive.

17. For
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17. For brafs I will bring gold, and for

iron I will bring filver, and for wood brafs,

and for ftones iron : I will alfo make thy offi-

cers peace, and thine exaclors righteoufnefs.

Another fubftantial benefit is promifed to be con-

ferred upon the Church, whereby their condition

fhall be changed greatly for the better, in conie-

quence of the wealth of the nations being transferred

into the kingdom of God our baviour, a large accef-

fion fhall be made to the opulence of its citizens,

who fhall enjoy abundance of ail the good things of

this prefent life. But the foretold happy alteration

relates chiefly, if not altogether, to the change that

fhall take place in the fpiritual ftate of the people of

God.—The ancient poets defcribed the different pe-

riods into which they diitributed the exiftence of the

world, by the names of the four metals that are here

mentioned.

And in Scripture, the four great empires which
fucceflively arofe in the world were reprefented by
gold, iilver, brafs, and iron, in the book of Daniel *.

In the prediction now to be confidered, the extenfive

change that (hall take place in the Church of God is

depicted under the fame beautiful images, which
feem intended to fignify—That inftead of thofe things

of inferior quality and value, which in former times

were common, fhall be introduced thole of much iu-

perior worth and excellence-—That in room of per-

sons of leis importance and ufefulnefs, fhall arife thofe

who fhall be more eftimable, and of greater celebrity

and utility—That thofe endo W ments, which are fplen-

did and mining as brafs, lhall.be exchanged for fuch as

are truly precious and glorious like gold—That in place

of thofe gifts and benefits, which were 'of little intrin-

fie worth, fhall be fubftituted fuch as are truly beau-

tiful and admirable. The alterations that thall be

made in the Church, in every initance, ihall be for

the

* Chap. ii. 32, 33.
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the better. The Lord God (hall replenish and adorn

the me< >bers of his family with exteniive knowledge

of facred truths, with acute difcernment of their im-

port, with precious faith, with the beauties of holi-

nefs, and their concomitant virtues. They fhall

abound in works of piety and chanty, in which they

fhall arrive at greater degrees of excellence and per-

fection than had hitherto been attained. In confe-

quence wrhereof, they (hall pofTefs larger meaiures of

thofe ineftimable graces and virtues, which enrich the

Church of God, than had ever been enjoyed in for-

mer times, and that fhall then mine forth with une-

qualled fplendor and brilliancy.

I will make thy officers peace, &c. Peaceable, equi-

table men, are foretold to bear office in the Church.

The officers that prefide over the city of God are

fuch as bifhops and minifters of the gofpel, that the

Holy Gholt hath made overfeers ; to whom Jefus

Chrift hath committed the word of reconciliation,

the infpecrion of his flock, and the difpenfation of

his ordinances ; to whom he hath given command-
ment to watch for fouls, and to walk with him in

truth and equity.

—

Thy exactors, may fignify the

chief men of diftinguiflied eminence, who hold offices

in the Church or in the Hate, whole bulinefs is to

infpect the people, to colled: taxes, and to remind them

to give unto God the things that are God's, and to

man the things that are man's.

—

Thefe officers/ball be

peace. In this mannner the Hebrew language em-
phatically exprefTes by the fubftantive where we
commonly ufe the adjective. They ihall be men
admirably adapted to fill the ftation they occupy,

pofTeffing a meek, humble, difpofition, remarkable

for moderation and equity, at peace with God,

following the things that make for peace, whereby
one may edify another, and as much as in them lies

living peaceably with all men. They fhall be men of

unblemifned integrity, uprightnefs. and equity, avoid-

ing, in the adminift ration of their functions, rigour and

ftrife, contention and opprdlion, cr laving burdens

on
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on their brethren, which neither they nor their fathers

were able to bear. As becometh the fervants of

God, they fhall be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,

patient, in meeknefs inftructing thofe that oppofe

themfelves *. Firmly attached, by principle and

practice, to the intereils of righteoufnefs, they (hall

exhibit a ftriking contrail to the watchmen mention-

ed in the fifty- forth chapter of this prophecy.

1 8. Violence fhall no more be heard in thy

land, wafting nor deltrudion within thy bor-

ders; but thou (halt call thy walls falvation,

and thy gates praife.

A third benefit to be enjoyed by the Church, at the

time to which this prophecy refers, is freedom from ra-

pine and injury, with internal and external tranquillity.

They (hall not be diiturbed by fraud or oppreflion,

nor be forcibly deprived of their property and privi-

leges. Princes ihall not encroach on their valuable

rights, minifters of the gofpel fhall not impofe upon
them wrong interpretations of the Scriptures, men of

opulence, pofTefling power, fhall not diftrefs the weak,
or hurt the indigent, enemies fhall not moleft or afflict

them. There [hail be no juft ground for complaints

of fuch iniquitous practices ; all clamours, on fuch

accounts, fhall be completely filenced. Goodnefs,

righteoufnefs, and benevolence, fhall univerfally pre-

vail, whilfl the oppofite fins, as afhamed, fhall hide

their face. This lentiment, on which it is unnecef-

fary to dilate, is illufT rated in the following words.

—

Wafting nor deftruEiion within thy borders. Even the

moil remote places inhabited by the people of God
fhall be exempted from thofe calamities, which ter-

minate in defolation and ruin. Tiiey fhall not only
be free from fuch evils and miferies, but they fhall

enjoy complete fafety, peace, and comfort.

But

% 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25,
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But thou /halt call thy walls falvation. Contemplat-

ing thy happy lituation, thou ihalt triumph in the

protection of the Almighty, who is thy refuge and

thy defence. Thy walls, whereby thou art inclofed

and protected, within which thou enjoyed perfect

fafety and the mod precious immunities, (hall be dif-

tinguiftied and known by the name of Salvation ; be-

caufe no enemy can dedroy them, and they ihall

effectually repel every hoftile attack that can be

made upon them. Jehovah himfelf having become
thy itrength and falvation, and being not only the

glory in the midft of thee, bu r a wall of fire round

about, thou art placed in « date of perfect fecurity, and
thou mayed boldly fay, the God of my mercy is the

God of my defence *.— And thy gates praife. Thy
gates, where thy important intereds are deliberated up-

on and decided, and by which perfons are admitted to

the enjoyment of the glorious privileges belonging to

the citizens of Zion, fhall be highly celebrated and
applauded. Tnough, in dark and cloudy days, the

way of accefs into your community was often com-
plained of, as narrow and troubleiome, at the ap-

proaching period of the Church's profperity it ihall

be commended and extolled, as admirably adapted to

ferve the purpoles for which it is intended. Then
thofe who obtain admidion into the courts of the

Lord's houfe (hail unite in praifing him for his great

and manifold mercies, who natn bleded them with

fuch a goodly heritage.

19. The fun fhall be no more thy light by
day, neither for brightnefs ihall the moon give

light unto thee : but the Lord fhali be unto

thee an everiaiting light, and thy God thy
glory.

In thefe fublime and beautiful exprefllons, the

Church is adured of the perpetual enjoyment of lu-

minous

Hal, lix. 17.
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minous dfpJays of the Divine glory, whereby they

ihall be enlightened and delighted. The prediction

is not defigned to intimate, that, at the period referred

to, the eourfe of nature fhall be changed, and that

there fhall not then be any need for the luminaries

of heaven, to give light to the inhabitants of the earth.

The irate of grace neither ditturbs nor changes the

order which God hath edablilhed in the works of

nature, that fhall continue to the end of the world.

This prophecy, which cannot be explained, confid-

ently with truth, in the literal, mud be underftood

in the figurative fenfe of the words. In this view it

imports, that fuch mall be the happy flourishing date

of the Church of God, that their fpiritual fplendor

and glory lhall greatly furpafs the light emitted by
the brighted celedial orbs; that they fhall fhine forth

before men with a radiance and brilliancy fuperior

to the fun and the moon in the firmament of heaven.

It denotes, that their fpiritual ludre, beauty, and
majefty, fhall exceed every other glory, and fhall

eclipfe the mod admirable, magnificent lights, that

adorn the univerfe. Their felicity not depending, like

worldly things, upon natural caufes, but proceeding

from Jehovah, fhall be abundant, unremitting, and
perpetual. In confequence whereof they fhall greatly

rejoice in the incomparable, deady light wherewith
they are favoured from on high.

But the Lordjhatt be unto thee an everlafting light.

God, who is light, and dwelleth in light, who caufeth

light to arife on his people when fitting in darknefs

—

this God fhall be thy light, he fhall impart to thee

plentiful fupplies of knowledge, holinefs, and confo-

iation ; by his providence he lhall advance thee to

the enjoyment of all manner of profperity ; and by
his Spirit he fhall fo enlighten and fanctify thee, that

thou (halt have abundant matter of joy and gladnefs.

In his light fhalt thou fee objects in their true colours,

thou ihalt difcover the deceitfulnefs of fin, the de-

vices of batan, the vanity of this prefent world, the

purity of the Divine law, the beauties of holinefs, the

excellency
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excellency of the gofpel, and the glory of the falva-

tion of Jefus Chrift. In his light thou (halt walk

with God in the path of life ; thou (halt work the

works of God, and conduct thyfelf unblameably in

every condition. Thou (halt be cheered and re-

fre(hed by the light of his countenance, which (hall

enhance the value ofevery blefiing, and animate thee

to the faithful performance of every part of duty.

—

This light (hall be everlafting ; it (hall be imparted

without interruption, and without end. The light

conveyed to the natural world by the fun and the

moon is continually varying, it is either increafing

or diminifhing ; whereas the light which the Lord God
fliall impart to his people, whereby they will be feli-

citated and comforted, mall be conftant and ever-

lafting.

And thy God thy glory. Thy God, who hath chofen

thee for his peculiar treafure, and fet thee apart for

himfelf as the lot of his inheritance, to whom thou

art devoted as thy Saviour and Lord, and in whom
thou art nearly interefted—this thy own God (hall be

thy glory. This aflurance includes all that is valu-

able and excellent, every thing pleafant and deferable,

requifite to the enjoyment of true happinefs. In

God thou malt find all that is good, without the leaft

mixture of evil, holinefs without blemifh, righteouf-

nefs without partiality, ftrength unimpaired by weak-

nefs, truth uniullied by error and deceit, love furpaf-

fing all parallel, light unclouded by darknefs, beauty

perfectly free from the leail deformity, fulnefs of

bleffings without any deficiency. In this God thou

(halt glory, as the rich donor of all the benefits and

privileges you poflTefs, as the inexhauftible fountain

from whence proceed all the fubftantial favours you
receive. He (hall be the object of thy higheit efteem*

of thy fupreme affection, and ardent gratitude, in

his perfections, his providence, his favour* and falva-

tion, thou (halt rejoice and triumph, with the king

of lirael, ' In God j* my defence and my glory, ihe
* rock of my ftrengai 1

; and my refuse is in God*.'

Vol. IV, 3 B 20. Thy
* Pfa*. ixii, 7.
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20. Thy fun fhall no more go down, nei-

ther fh^ll thy moon withdraw itfelf : for the
Lord fhall be thine everlafting light, and the

days of thy mourning fhall be ended.

The fpiritual profperity and confolations of the

Church (hall be uninterrupted and perpetual.—The
Lord Jefus Chrift, who is emphatically denominated
the Sun of Righteoufnefs, who enlightens, quickens,

conducts, and comforts his people, ihall mine upon
them with unremitting fplendor and glory. They
fhall no more be involved in obfcurity and darknefs,

from time to time, as in former periods. Thofe who
derive Divine light from him to communicate to the

Church, fhall not undergo fuch changes as they for-

merly experienced, but (hall uniformly yield a fteady

light to thofe who look to them for direction and
comfort. The light of the glorious gofpel of the Son
of God, which far excels the moft valuable created

comforts, fhall conftantly illuminate the inhabitants

of Zion, who fhall be thereby refrefhed and folaced.

]n coniequence whereof, their happinefs mail not

fuffer fuch diminutions or alterations as formerly had
taken place, nor be fucceeded by intervals of igno-

rance, vice, or perfecution. it lhall not be chec-

quered by adverfity, nor be liable to fuch variations

as happen in the appearance of the moon. The
words of the prophet Zechariah are of the fame im-
port *, where he foretels, * It fhall be one day, which
* fhall be known to the Lord, not day nor night/

The viciflitudes of light and darknefs fhall not then

be experienced And in the very fublime figurative

description that the apoille John gives of the New
Jerufalem, in the book of Revelation, he feems plainly

to allude to the prediction before us "}\ And the city

* had no need of the fun, neither of the moon to fhine

* in it, for the glory of God did lighten it, and the
* Lamb is the light thereof.' .

;

And
* Chap. xiy. 7. f Chap. xxi. 23.
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And the days of thy mourning p^all be ended. In the

prefent ftate of things, the fervants of God are fre-

quently called to lament over prevailing iniquiti s,

impending dangers and great calamities. At the

time, however, whereof our prophet fpeaks, the fcene

fhall be changed, thefe days fhall come to a period,

the caufes of public forrow ihall ceafe to operate.

Confidently with the fulfilment of this prediction,

we may fuppofe that private fources of grief, though

not dried up, yet fhall be greatly moderated by kind

providence. The fervants of God, walking in the

light of his countenance, and favoured with the

comforts of his Spirit, fliall rejoice in his gracious ad-

ministration, and cordially acquiefce in his difpenfa-

tions, allured that the evils which befal them, fhall

be tempered with great mercies. The long dark

night of the Church's affliction being paft, a glorious

day of profperity fhall commence, wherein his pecu-

liar people, forgetting their forrows, mail unite in

grateful praifes to the Lord God omnipotent, who
hath glorified himfelf in lfrael. Then fhall they be

glad according to the days wherein they have been

afflicted, and the years wherein they have feen evil;

his work fhall appear unto his fervants, and his glory

unto their children ; and the beauty of the Lord our

God (hall be upon them, &c. *.

21. Thy people alfo Jloall be all righteous :

the\ fhall inherit the land for ever, the branch

of my planting, the w^rk of my hands, that I

may be glorified.

The character of the citizens of Zion, who fhall be
blefl^c with the above-mentioned excellent preroga-

tives, .s here fpecified. 1 hey fhali claim the defig-

nauou of n6hteous, in confequence of their intereil in

Jefus

* Pf&l. xc J 3. etfeg.
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Jefus Chrift and his righteoufnefs, which is by faith

unto all, and upon all them that believe *. In their

apoftate Hate there was none of them righteous ; by
the deeds of the law fhall no flefh be juflified, for if

righteoufnefs came by the law, Chrift died in vain.

This character they fhall attain by lively faith in

the Lord our Righteoufnefs, a faith which purifies the

heart, and produces good works ; and by means
whereof all the benefits refulting from his mediation

become their portion. To them this character fhall

belong, who are renewed in righteoufnefs and true

holinefs by the Holy Ghoft, fo as their under-

Handings are enlightened, their fentiments rectified,

their paffions fubdued, and their ways directed to

keep God's precepts. By confequence, they fhall

abound in the fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by
Jefus Chrift, to the praife and glory of God ; thus fhall

they give evidence of their fubje&ion to their Lord
and Saviour, and demonftrate that they are indeed

righteous before God.—lfaiah foretels, that the peo-

ple admitted into the Church fhall be all righteous.

The expreffion muft be underftood not ftrictly, but
with fome limitation, as containing a general truth, to

which there fhall not be many exceptions, lnftances

of this mode of interpretation of Scripture feem to. be
fully authorifed by the infpired writers of the New
leftament. The apoftle Peter faid to the men of

Judea '(*, * The promife is unto you and to your
* children, and to all that are afar ejjffe' Thefe words

he thus explains and paraphrafes :
* Even as many as

* the Lord our God fhall call/ Thoie who fhall be
admitted into the Church of the living God, at the

time referred to, fhall be actually renewed and fancti-

fied;or, according to the law of charity, they fhall be
considered as poffefling this character, though there

may -be among them unknown finners and hypo-

crites. 1 he happy flciety ihall be compofed almofl

wholly of upright men, who fhall dwell in God's pre-

fence, concerning whom it is foretold

They
* Rom. iii. 22- f Atfs ii. 39.
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Theyjlmll inherit the landfor ever, not the land of

Canaan, which is not appropriated to the potTeffion

of the Church under the New Teftament; nor the

heavenly inheritance, which is not enjoyed in this

prefent life. It may rather denote thofe places of

the earth, and that portion of the good things of this

world, which are affigned to them by the fupreme

Lord of all. The tenure whereby they (hall hold

the poiTeiTion of thefe benefits, is of all others the

mod free and unmerited, the moft certain and fe-

cure, and, at the lame time, the moil honourable and
comfortable. This agreeable circumilance. of having

the undiiturbed enjoyment of the bleffings God
conferred upon them, fhall contribute, with others,

to augment their felicity. They fhall have an un-
queilionable right to pcffefs the comforts with winch
they are favoured, and they mall tranfmit them to

their pofterity as their inheritance. On thefe ac-

counts, they may be faid to inherit the land for

ever,

The branch of my planting. The word branch is

ufed in fcripture to iignify not only the bough of a

tree, but is one of the defignations given to Jeius

Chrift in the prophecies, as in 'Z,ech. iii. 8 where the

prophet foretold, * Behold I bring forth my iervant
* the Branch.' it is a name given alfo to his difcipies

;

on acconut of their connection with him, their reiem-

blance to him, and dependence upon hifii, as in John
xv. 5. where our Saviour thus addrefTes his followers,

* I am the vine, ye are the branches.' In the words

under consideration, i fuppoie the Church is intended

by the branch of God's planting. Every one that

is planted by Jehovah is broken of from the olive tree,

that is wild by nature, and graffed, contrary to nature,,

into the * good olive tree, to partake of its root and
k iatneis *.* Each of rhem is piuiced in the hkenels of

ChrifVs dedth and refurre&io:., is watered by the dew
of his blefling, is protected by the care of his provi-

dence^ and, by the influences of the Holy spirit, is

rendered

* Rom. xi. 17. etfeq.
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rendered fruitful in holinefs and right-oufnefs. 'Every
* plant (frith Jefus Chrift) which my heavenly Father
' hath not planted, (hall be rooted up *.' Thofe who
are merely formaliils and hypocrites in the Church,
that maintain the promffion of godlinefs, deftitute of

its life and power, (hall either dec^y and die, or,

being offended, or detected, (hall be exterminated

from among the faithful in Chrifl Jefus. 1 ins branch,

tv rch God planted in the heathen world, as Ifrael

had been in the land of Canaan, is alfo faid to be

—

The work of bis hands. All men are the work of

God's hands, inafmuch as he hath made and fashioned

them, and breathed into them the breath of life.

His people are in a peculiar manner the work of his

hands, became created by him anew in Chnlt Jefus

unto good works. He reditu s the diforders that fin

hath introduced into their conititution, he gives to

them new hearts, he forms them after his own image;

and, in clue time, he whofe work is perfect, will com-
plete what he now begins, to the praife of his own
glory.

—

That I may be glorified, by the rich difplays

of my Divine excellencies, exhibited in the renova-

tion, gftablifhment, and profperity of the fubjects of

my kingdom, j.nd by their good works, tnat men
fhall behold in the day of vrfitation.

22. A little one fhall become a thoufand,

and a fmall one a ftrong nation: 1 the Lord
will haften it in his time.

This prophetic difcourfe concludes with foretelling

the immenfe increafe of the inhabitants of Zion, at the

time to which ihefe predictions refer, i he Church
hath merited at different periods, the designation of

a little and fmall one. How fmall was this fociety

when, of all the families of the earth, the Lord God
Jaiew only the family of Abraham. And again,

when
* Mat. *v. 13,
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when the names of thofe whereof it was conftituted

were only one hundred and twenty, met together in

an upper room. Befides, how delicate h.ith been

their fituation, which hath often refembled that of

a little one, who is constantly obnoxious to injury,

and always in need of infraction and protection,

—

The Church, that hath alTumed this mean and mean-
fiderable appearance, (hall be exceedingly multiplied,

far beyond human expectation.

—

A little one JJjall be-

come a thoufanch &c. Their numbers (hall be increafed

as the fand of the fea, which cannot be meafured

or counted. They (hall flourifh like graft on the

earth; a new generation (hall ftilJ be fpringing up,

innumerable as the blades of grafs tnat grow in the

iields. Great numbers of all nations, kindreds, and
tongues, fhall come under the i'hadow of this goodly

cedar, until they fhall form a populous and powerful

kingdom, that (hall never be deftroyed. If, as faith

the proverb *, in the multitude of people is the king's

honour— If the royal robes, the chair of itate, toe

crown of majefty, and iceptre of authority, do not

dignify the prince as doth the number and happinefs

of his fubjects, what honour and glory -hail reiuit to

the Lord Jefus Chrift from the prodigious incrcale,

itrength and liability of ins willing people!—The
prophecy concludes with thefe figuiricant words.

I the Lord will hqftenitin his time This explicit

afTiirance gives the itrongeit fecanty for the accom-

pliftiment of the above-mention d glorious predicted

events. The Lord God, who doth all things in the

molt proper feafon, who hath caufes and means at

his difpofal, will certainly eiiect, without any unne-

ceifary delay, what he hath promifed, notwithilanding

every intervening obftacle. He for whom all things

are poffible, will not fail to verify his faithful word,

nor defer to execute his gracious purpoles in the time

appointed by infinite wifdom and love.—How re-

viving and comfortable the profpect ! Come, Lord

Jet us,

* Prov. xiv. 28.
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Jefus, fulfil thy promifes, anfwer the prayers of thy

people, haften the happy period thou haft taught us

toexpedl. Let the glory and the praifes of the Lord

our God fill the earth throughout, that thy fervants

may be glad and rejoice, and give honour to thee,

who liveth and reigneth, with the Father, and the

Holy Ghoft, one God, world without end. Amen,

PRELl-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

ISAIAH having foretold the future fortunes of the

Church of God, from the period wherein he exer-

eifed his miniftry to the end of time, proceeds, under

Divine conducl, to explain and illuminate fonje im-

portant fubjects, which he had briefly mentioned in

his former difcourfes. Thefe illuftrations and ampli-

fications, as we fuppofe, begin here, at the fourth

fermon contained in the fifth part of thefe prophecies.

It commences with the introduction of a perfon of

diftinguifhed eminence, fent by Jehovah to announce

good tidings, and to dilpenfe the mod important be-

nefits to thofe who mod needed them, ver. 1—3.

It then copioufly fets forth the happy confequences

and precious benefits which were to refult from the

undlion and miniftry of this great Prophet, ver. 4—6.

After which it beautifully delineates the glo-

rious privileges whereby the difciples of this extraor-

dinary teacher were to be honoured, and acknow-
ledged as the blefied of the Lord, ver. 7—9.

The chapter concludes with ftrong exprefiions of

exultation and joy, excited in the Church of God by
the ineftimable bleffings with v>ich they were feli-

citated, and the pleafing profpe&s opened to their

view
1

, ver. 10, 11.

Vol. IV, a C CHAP.
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CHAP. LXL

THE fpirit of the Lord God Is upon me,
becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to

preach good tidings unto the meek, he hath
lent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the

opening of the prifon to them that are bound.

The illuftrious perfon here brought forward, de-
clares the important deligns of his unction and mif-

fion into this world. Theie words being applied to

himfelf by Jefus Chrift, the promifed Median, the

great Prophet of the Lord *, no doubt can remain
that they refer chiefly, if not wholly to him, though
they might primarily, in a limited fenfe, have refpect

to lfaiah, by whom they were written. The Lord
Jefus opening this prophecy, expounded it in the

fynagogue at Nazareth, and demonftrated that it re-

ceived its fulfilment in him.

—

TheSpirit ofthe LordGod
is upon me. That Spirit, who is a living, powerful, in-

telligent agent, to whom is afcribed in Scripture

thofe names, perfections, and difpeniations, with
that facred homage which are the peculiar rights of

Jehovah, and to whofe operations are to be attributed

the mofl excellent -,/ts and graces.— This Spirit was
upon Jefus Cbriitfi uiii his nativity; from his child-

hood he waxed ftrong in Spirit, and, from the time
he entered upon his public miniftry, he was full of the

Holy Ghoft. At his baptifm, before he began to

act in his official character, he received that unction,

which was attended with a vifible fign and audible

voice from heaven, which was the feal the Lord God
affixed to the commiffion given him, to execute the

blefTed work here mentioned. Thus approved of

God, he performed, through the Spirit, thofe ftupen-

dous miracles, whereby he confirmed his million \ he

was
* Luke iy. 16.
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was ftrengthened and comforted under the tempta-

tions and fufferings lie fuftained ; through the fame

Spirit he offered himfelf a facrifice unto God, of a

fweet-fmelling favour ; and by him he was quickened

and reltored to life.

Becaufe the Lord hath anointed me, &c. Under the

Old Teftament, thofe who were inverted with the

offices of prophet, pried, and king, were anointed

with oil, of which inftances occur in Elifha, Aaron,

and Salomon. This typical ceremony feems to have

been intended to iignify, that the peribns on whom it

was performed were furnifhed with abilities and qua-

lifications requilite to the difcharge of the duties be-

longing to the office in which they were thus inifol-

led. It was alfo defigned to prefigure the unction of

the Meffiah by the Holy Spirit, whereby he was fo~

lemnly inaugurated in his mediatorial office, and per-

fectly qualified for executing the arduous work to

which he was deflined. Being thus anointed, he

was fully authorized and capacitated for doing every

thing with honour and fuccefs that relates to his of-

fice—of magnifying the law of God, vanquifhing the

enemies of his Church, of managing their concerns,

and accomplifhing their eternal falvation, and
To preach good tidings to the meek. In this pro-

phecy fix purpofes are fpecified to be effected by trie

mmiftry of Jefus Chrift, toward every individual to

whom his word comes with power and energy. * As
each of them is of high importance, let us Separately

confider them.—Thofe who are denominated the

meek by our prophet, are called by tne evangelilt

Luke, the poor. As there is little difference in the

Hebrew language between the words denoting theie

two characters, fo it is not eafy to difcriminate the

one from the other. Thofe who are poor in fpirit

are calm, humble, and meek ; under provocations,

they are teachable and compofed, benaving with
modefty and moderation in the feveral circumfiances

wherein they are placed. Thofe who are meek are poor
in fpirit ; being convinced by the law and 6pint ot uod

of
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of their necefliteus, deflitute condition, they are de~

prelfed in their minds, abafed in their own eyes.

Firmly perfuaded of the riches of Divine mercy and

grace, and of their abfolute need of help from on
high, they have recourfe to the all-fufficient God,

that he may fupply their wants ; they eagerly liften

to every intimation he is pleafed to give of his good

will.—To perfons of this defcription the Saviour

was anointed to preach good tidings. The doclrine

preached by Jefus Chrift, and promulgated by his

fervants, contained in the books of the New Tefta-

ment, is called, with great propriety, good tidings, or

the gofpel. It brings to the ears of finners, groaning

under the fcrvitude of fin, and liable to the curfe of the

law of God, the moil defirable joyful news of pardon

of fin, of life, liberty, grace, and falvation. Though
our Lord preached the gofpel to all who came to

hear him, his words were attended with power and
efficacy efpecially to the meek and the poor, who
were fenfible of their necelfities, and the excellence

of his inftru&ions. Such perfons are, in a peculiar

manner, the objects of the Redeemer's companionate

regard; they are poiTeffed of the difpofitions fuitable

to his difciples, and they receive his word, which is

able to fave cur fouls, with meeknefs of wildom.—He
farther declares,

The Lord Godfent him to hind up, &-C He fent him
into this world as his AmbalTador, invefled with au-

thority, that in his name he might proclaim peace to

thofe who were enemies to him in their minds, and

by wicked works—that he might execute that bene-

volent and arduous work, which was to terminate in

his own honour and glory, and in the falvation of

them that were loll. This million cf the faithful

witnefs, reprefents the bleffed God in a moll amiable

light, and affords a pleafing difcovery of his love and
grace, in which jealouly itfelr cannot find any defi-

ciency, efpecially when taken in connection with the

fidelity of the mefienger of the covenant. How
gracious the errand on which he came ! To bind up

the
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the broken hearted, who have a quick fenfibility, not

only of outward miicondud, but of inward corrup-

tion ; not only of open tranfgreilions, but of fecret

faults. Such people are deeply affected with the

truths of God, with the difpenfations of providence,

and the awful difplays of the Divine difpleafure

againft fin, and are earneftiy defirous to make a

right improvement both of mercies and judgments.

Many things are valuable when whole, which, being

broken, are little worth ; but it is otherwife with the

human heart. When contrite, Jefus Chrift was fent

to bind it up, and to heal it. The expreflion refers

to the kind office performed by a fkilful hand on

one who, having received a fracture, or dangerous

contufion, feels great debility and pain. In like man-
ner Jefus Chrift, having applied a fovereign remedy
to the broken heart, tenderly binds up the wounds,

in order to cfFect a complete cure. In the gofpel he

prefcribes, what by his Spirit he applies, fo as to allay

its pains, and fears, and forrows, whilft by his pro-

mifes he adminifters a rich cordial to revive the

fpirit. Having forgiven the iniquity which brought'

on the diforder, and healed the difeafe, he difmhTes

the patient with this falutary advice, 4 Go, and fin no
* more, left a worfe thing come upon thee.'—The
MefTiah was alio fent

To proclaim liberty to the captives, who having been
carried away by divers lufts, and enflaved by their

fpiritual enemies, were detained in their tyrannical

yoke, and fubmitted to the moft ignominious fervi-

tude.—Who, having been kept under the law, were
fhut up unto the faith, and grievouily opprefTed by
the fpirit of bondage.—To people in this miferable

ftate Jefus Chrift was lent, to proclaim liberty by his

own blefied mouth, and by the cheering voice of his

fervants. In the gofpel he publifhes the joyful

ticings, and by that , ; eans actually confers this im-
menie benefit. He delivers from the curfe incurred by
tranigrciiion, and reiiores to the divine favour; he res-

cues from the dominion of fin and the thraldom of the

god
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god of this world, and introduces into the glorious

liberty of the children of God. By the law of the

Spirit of life, he makes free from the law of fin and
death, and the bondage of corruption, that they may
have their fruit unto holinefs, and in the end ever-

lafting life. Thus made free by the Son of God, they

are free indeed. And having called them into li-

berty, he will not allow them to ufe it as a cloak of

licentioufnefs, but requires them to ftand fail, that

they be not again entangled in the yoke of bondage.

And the opening of the prifon to them that are hound.

There is a beautiful climax in this verfe, which de-

ferves marked attention. The illuflrious fpeaker

rifes from one kind office that he performs, to another

ftill more interefting and glorious, wbilft he defcribes

the ftate of thofe he relieves as truly deplorable, re-

ceiving new aggravations from every circumftance

that is fuggefted. Perfons may be meek or poor, yet

not broken hearted; they may be broken hearted,

and not be captives; they may be detained in cap-

tivity, yet not bound in perfon. Good tidings may
be preached to them, yet liberty from bondage may
not be offered; liberty may be proclaimed, yet the

prifon doors not be thrown open, nor the fhackles

loofed. Whereas all thefe benevolent acts are per-

formed by Jefus Chrift, who, in every refpect, is ad-

mirably fuited to relieve the neceffities of thofe to

whom he is fent.—He opens to them the prifon,

wherein they are in a itate of confinement, fo that

they cannot do the things that they would, nor can
they walk at liberty in keeping God's precepts. He
frees from the reftraints under which they groaned,

and fets before them an open door, that leads to the

enjoyment of true felicity. To them that are bound
by the cords of iniquity, whereby they are fo held

fair, that they cannot extricate themfelves by their

own efforts from the deplorable circumftances in

which they are involved,— to them he gives freedom,

he knocks off their fetters; he loofes their bonds, he

bids
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bids them go forth and fliew themfelves ; he fends

them out, free of thofe incumbrances with which they
were oppreiTed. Thus, by the blood of the covenant,

does he fend forth the prifoners out of the pit where-
in is no water, as foretold Zech. ix^i2.

2. To proclaim the acceptable year of the

Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all that mourn.

Other gracious purpofes, befide thofe already men-
tioned, were to be effected by this great Preacher,

after he was anointed and fent into the world.— ift,

Toproclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. This ex-

preffion hath an obvious allulion to the year of jubi-

lee, which the Lord God commanded to be publifh-

ed by the found of a trumpet throughout the tribes

of ifrael *. In that year of releafe every man was
to return to his poiT-ffion ; and the family lands, that

had been alienated from their proper owners, were
to be reftored, debts were to be discharged, and fer-

vants were to be fet at liberty. It was a year of reft

both to the inhabitants and to the land itfelf; God
having promifed that the ground fhould fpontaneoufly

yield her fruits. On thefe and other accounts, it

prefigured the acceptable year of the Lord, pro-

claimed by the great Meffiah.—The precious feafon

of grace'' and falvation, wherein the poor have the
gofpel preached to them ; the broken hearted are

healed ; the captives of fin and Satan are fet free

;

prifoners are liberated ; forgivenefs is conferred; and
forfeited rights are reftored. Though they that hear
the proclamation are not delivered from temptation,

corruption, affliction, and death, they are refcued from
wurfe evils, viz. the curie of the law, and the tyranny
of their enemies, that they may ferve God without
fear, in holineis and righteoufnefs.—This limited

period,

* Lev. xxv. 9,
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period, prefcribed by infinite Wifdom, is indeed an
acceptable year, or, as the word imports, a year of

free favour, of rich grace and good will ; wherein
God is pleafed to accept of men, and to deal bounti-

fully with them, a feafon which we ought diligently

to improve for obtaining help and falvation.

And the day of vengeance of our God. The accepted

time is reprefented as a year, the feafon of vengean.ce

as a day
; probably, to intimate that the latter

period ihall be much (horter than the former. Ven-
geance belongeth unto the Lord, who employs the

inflruments that he judges proper to inflict tremen-
dous judgments on his enemies, proportioned to the

crimes they have committed. The infinite purity

of his nature, his impartial juftice, his providential

difpenfations, and his awful threatnings, unite in

giving explicit affurance, that he will feverely punim
thofe who obftinately oppofe the interefts of his Son's

kingdom. That juft retribution which God will

render to his adverfaries, this illuftrious Preacher of

falvation to mankind did not omit to pubiifh in

his difcourfes. What terrible things in righteoufnefs

did he denounce, in perfon and by his apoftles, againft

his incorrigible foes *
! The gofpel publishes not

only good will toward men, with pardon, peace, and
falvation to thofe who will accept of them ; but it

declares, that the moft terrible judgments ihall be

executed on thofe who refufe to hear, believe, and
obey him that fpeaketh from heaven. Obftinate

neglect and contempt of the mercy and grace .of God
mull inevitably terminate in deflru&ion. Thofe

who defpife the remedy Divine love hath provided,

and who refufe to accept of the deliverance and life

which the great Redeemer offers to beftow, mall be

reierved unto fire, againd the day of judgment and

perdition of ungodly men \. Let us mingle our

voice with that of much people in heaven, faying,
1 Alleluia, falvation, and glory, and honour, and power

unto

* Mat. xxi. 4T. et feq. Luke xix. 27. Hebi x. 27.

f 2 Peter iii. 7.
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* unto the Lord our God ; for true and righteous are
4 his judgments *.*

To comfort all that mourn. Mourners in Zion are

heartily grieved and diftrefled, not with worldly lof-

fes and calamities, which produce the forrow that

worketh death, very different in its operations and

tendency from godly forrow. Sometimes He, that

hath all hearts in his hand, hath rendered the forrow

of the world introductory to that which worketh re-

pentance to falvation, and thus prepared the way for

thofe Divine consolations which he imparts to thofe,

who, on Spiritual accounts, are depreffed in their

minds. The perfons efpecially intended, are thole

who mourn for their own iniquities, and the fins of

others, becaufe they are offenfive to God and grieve

his Spirit ; becaufe they have thereby forfeited the

mod precious bleffings, and expofed themfelves to the

mod dreadful evils. They alfo mingle their tears of

fympathy with thofe of the people of God who are

enduring fufferings. All of this defcription, the Lord

Jefus was fent to confole. He hath provided for

them thofe abundant confolations, that are fufficient,

not only to alleviate their forrows, but to convert

them into fongs of praife. Thefe comforts he fea-

fonably imparts by his providence, word, and Spirit,

in all their tribulations ; fo that, as the fufferings of

Chrifl abound in them, their confolations alfo abound

byChriftf. In confequence whereof, they expe-

rience the benedidion of Jefus Chrift, who hath faid,

* BlefTed are they that mourn, for they fhall be com-
* forted %:

3. To appoint unto therri that mourn in

Zion, to give unto them beauty for allies, the

oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praife

for the fpirit of heavinefs, that they might be

Vol IV. 3 D called

* Rcy. xix. 1,2. f 2 Cor. i. 5, % Mat. r. 4-
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called trees of righteoufnefs, the planting of
the Lord, that he might be glorified.

The preceding gracious proclamation, ifTued by the

Mefiiah, who is not only the publifher, but the dif-

penfer of the Divine benefits, is intended actually to

convey to his difcipJes thofe difpolitions of mind,
which are fuited to the profperous fiate he hath af-

figned them.—To thofe who unfeignedly mourn and
deplore in the Church' abounding iniquities, and im-
pending calamities, who are the objects of his peculiar

regard, Jefus Chrift allots, with certainty and effect

—

Beautyjor ajfjes. in feafons of . great grief, people

were wont to exprefs their forrow not only by lamen-
tation and weeping, but by fitting on the ground and
covering their heads with allies. By this practice,

frequent in ancient times, their perfons were fullied

and their faces disfigured. In allufion to this cuftom,

the anointed of Jehovah declares, that he ordains to

thofe who are in a difconfolate, afnicted condition, a

happy change in their circumftances—that he will

reverfe their Hate, and, in place of diftrefs and dejec-

tion, he will give comfort and joy ; in confequence
or which they fhall aimme a pleafant and comely ap-

pearance—That he will beautify them with the
graces of his Spirit, invert them with the molt glorious

privileges, and pour into their hearts thofe Divine
confolations whereby they (hall be revived and fo-

laced. Though they have been among the pots, de-
formed and neglected, they fhall emerge from afflic-

tion and wretchednefs, and rife to the pcfTeffion of
fpiritual beauty, dignity, and comfort.

The oil ofjoyfir mourning. To give greater force

and ornament to the fubje'et, it is embelliflied by
the. vivacity and boldrrefs- of the figures here intro-

dued. In this and the following exprtflion, there
may be allufion to the foiemn rites which were held
in the highefi veneration by the Hebrews, and which,
if pioperly considered, are truly iignificant, and re-

plete
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plete with ufeful inftruction. The priefts that mini-

ilered before the Lord, under the former difpenfation,

on folemn feflive occaiions, were anointed with oil;

which being of a healing, beautifying, and exhilarat-

ing nature, was emblematical of the diveriified opera-

tions and graces of the Holy Spirit. This oil of glad-

nefs is of peculiar excellence, and produces the moil'

falutary effects, at once refre filing, comforting, and
cheering the dejected mind. The expreffion before

us imports, that He* whom God hath fanctified and
fent into the world, will grant to mourners in his

Church, by the communication of the Spirit of all

grace, fuch meafures of confolation and joy, as fhall

effectually difpel the forrows whereby they have been
dillreifed.

—

7he garments ofpraifefor thefpirit of hea-

"vinefs. In thefe words, I fuppofe, there is allulion to

the magnificent ornaments of the facerdotal veft-

ments, wherewith the high prieil of old was decorated,

and which he put on for glory and beauty. Arrayed
in thefe garments, he mult have made an exceeding

graceful and venerable appearance, fuch as could not

fail to excite the admiration and praifes of every be-

holder. In reference to this elegant drefs, our pro-

phet reprefents the Meffiah appointing to the difcon-

folate in his Church the garments of praife, whereby
they (hall be covered, adorned, and difcrimina*?d..

In place of forrow and dejection, he will affigri to

them ample ground of exultation and joy, in confe-

quence whereof they fhall employ all their powers in

celebrating the praifes of him' who hath called them
from darknefs into his marvellous light. Afiuming a

new and fplendid appearance, fuitable to their dignity

and privileges, they lhall adopt the grateful acknow-
ledgment of the royal poet *, * Thou haft put otf my
1 fackcloth, and girded me with gladnefs, to the end
• my glory may ling praife to thee, and not be filent.

4 O Lord my God, i will give thanks unto thee for

* ever.'

<Ihat

* Pfal. xxx. 11, i2«
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That they might he called trees of righteoufnefi.

That they might be truly and properly denominated
and acknowledged by this figurative defcription—

Trees of righteoufnefs, right upright trees, on account

of their peculiar excellence, ftrength, and liability,

and on account of their beauty, growth, and fruitful-

nefs.

—

The planting of the Lord, who hath placed

them in the courts of his houfe, where, enjoying his

protection, and the means of improvement, they may
flourim and bring forth fruit unto everlafting life.—*

That he might be glorified, by their redemption, by
their graces, by their profperity and good works. As
every privilege and blefling comes to them from God,
through Jefus Chrift, fo the glory ought to be afcribed,

through him, to God.—How noble^ how generous the

purpofes which the great Redeemer came to execute!

He was anointed not only to publifh, but to difpenfe

the precious bleflings of falvation, and thereby to de-

monftrate his fupreme excellence and incomparable

grace. With what admiring gratitude, warm affec-

tion, and firm attachment, fhould we contemplate his

wonderful condefcenlion and kinduefs.

4.'1f Arid they fhall build the old waftes,

they fhali raife up the former defolations, and
they fhall repair the wafte cities, the defola-

tions of many generations.

The happy confequences that were to arife from
the accomplifliment of the preceding predictions, are

delineated in a rich variety of exprefiions. Thofe
who have been healed by the Meffiah, and by him
introduced into glorious liberty and comforted, fhall

exert themfelves to bring acquainted with commu-
nion with God, and the happinds attending his fer-

vice, iirangers to thefe valuable privileges. Our pro-

phet, with his accullomed elegance, reprefents their

benevolent exertions, fojr this purpofe.

—

They faall
build the old vwjtes, they iliall be the happy mitru-

ments
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merits of repairing thofe places of the earth, which
have been covered with devaluation and rum, »nJ of

reftoring them to a profperous and flourithmg condi-

tion.

—

They Jhall raije up theformer defolations, thole

places which, for a long time, had been in a deferred,

deplorable ftate, no efforts having been made to alter

or improve their fituation.—And they mall repair the

wafte cities which had fallen into decay, immerfed in

idolatry and fuperftition, in ignorance and wicked-

nefs—Thefe fhall be replenifhed with inhabitants,

blefTed with thofe precious privileges to which they

had long been ftranger?.

—

The defolations ofmmy ge-

nerations. Thofe uninhabited countries, which had
continued for a cmfiderable period in a deferted, mi-

ferable ftate, (hall be cultivated and improved ; andt

being inverted with important advantages, thev mall

bring forth fruit unto God, to the unfpeakable joy of

thofe who have been honoured to recover them from

ruin.
*

5. And Grangers fhall ftand and feed your
flocks, and the fons of the alien fhall be your
plowmen, and your vine-dreffers.

Some of the benefits to be enjoyed by the Church
are fpecifled in this verfe, which muft be underftood,

chiefly, not in the literal, but in the fpiritual fenfe of

the words. Corporeal objects, and rural employments,
are emblems of things fpiritual, and of thofe exercifes

that relate to them. Spiritual objects are fubftantial

realities, things corporeal are representations and
fii.idows of them. A remarkable inftanc* of the

truth of this remark lies before us. Thefe words, in

their plain and obvious meaning, import, that, on the

reparation of wade places, their inhabitants fhall

contribute their affiftance to the people of God, in

works of hufbandry and agricultural improvements

;

but more is certainly intended. The Church is here

fpoken of under three instructive ii mlitudes, each

of which fhew the intimate relation wherein they

ftand
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ftand to the bleffed God, his gracious regard for them,

and their duty toward him. Particular focieties of

Chriftians, to whom the gofpel is preached, who are

delivered from fpiritual thraldom, who poffefs fpiriN

ual beauty and Divine confolations, are emphatically

denominated flocks in Scripture. Thefe flocks

Grangers (hall feed. Men, who were afar off from

God, and unacquainted with his truths and falvation,

having become converts to the Chriftian faith, and

being reconciled to God by the death of his Son,

fhall nourifh and comfort his people with found

knowledge and understanding, in the fear of the

Lord, and watch over their interefts with prudence,

care, and fidelity.

—

And the Jons of the alien Jhall be

your plowmen. The children of foreigners, being

converted to the faith and obedience of the gofpel,

fball be employed in breaking up the fallow ground

of men's hearts, in calling the precious feed of the

word of God into their hearts, in enriching them with

the bleflings of Divine goodnefs, and in managing
the concerns of God's hufhandry.

—

And your vine-

drejfers. The Church is the vine-yard of the Lord

of hofts, which his own right hand hath planted, and

which is the object of his peculiar care and de-

light. The choice vines, which the Lord hath

planted, fhall be cultivated, pruned, watered, and

Supported, by the defcendants of thofe who wrere

eftranged from God, and alienated from his worfhip

and fervice.

6. But ye fhall be named the priefts of the

Lord : hen fhall call you the minifters of our

God: ye fhall eat the riches of the Gentiles,

and in their glory fhall you boaft yourfelves.

The fervants of God fhall be treated with the

higher! refpcct, and he diftinguifhed by thofe defig-

nations which are defcriptive of the employments

wherein they are engaged. To this honourable

character of priefts of Jehovah, to this office of pecu-

liar
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liar dignity, ye are confecrated, in virtue of the

iacriflce of Jefus Chriit, whereby your guilt and
impurity is removed ; and by the precious un&ion
of the Holy Spirit, whereby ye are furnifhed with

gifts and graces iuited to the exercife of this function.

Ye are inverted in the facerdotal office, to prefent

before God not expiatory facriflces, but the incenfe

of fervent prayers and interceffions, the thank-offer-

ings of praiie, of alms, and of doing good; fpiritual

facriflces, holy and acceptable to God, through the one
Mediator. Ye are clothed with this character, that

ye may blefs the whole Church in the name of Jeho-
vah ; and, as becometh the royal priefthood, ye en-

deavour to avoid the pollutions of the world, and
uniformly to maintain fuch a holy converfation, as

accords with the facred fervices ye perform. On
thefe, and fimilar accounts, yelhall juftlv be denomi-
nated the Priefts of the Lord.

—

MenJJmll callyou the

minijlers of our God, whofe bufinefs is to wait upon
him in thofe places and ordinances to which he hath
promifed his prefence, that ye may receive the inti-

mations of his pleafure, execute his commands, attend

to the affairs of his houfe, and faithfully guard, ki-

ll ruct, and comfort his people. For thefe and the

likereafons,ye (hall receive the honourable appellation

of the fervants of God.—Flow dignified theie cha-

racters ! Did you, brethren, rightly coniider what
they comprehend, you would certainly conclude that

thofe who are invetled in thefe offices are worthy of
double honour. And did they who are occupied in

thefe fervices attend to their unworthinefs, and inabi-

lity for properly performing the duties of their office,

they would be indeed humbled, and aftoni&ied at the

Divine condefcenfion, that hath exalted them to fo

great dignity !

Te pall eat the riches of the Gentiles, &*c. Thefe
riches, literally, include their immenfe wealth, with
all the temporal good things they poffefs; or, in the

figurative fenie of the word, the abundance of fpirit-

tial gifts and graces, with thofe iubftantiai blellings

and



4®& LECTURES on the Chap. LXL

and advantages whereby the Gentile nations were to

be felicitated by means of the gofpel-—Of them the

minifters of God fhall eat, they (hall largely partici-

pate of them, fo as thereby to receive fupport, nou-
rishment, and fatisfadion.

—

And in their ghryjhall ye

bmftyour/elves. Heathen people having been brought

to the knowledge, the faith, and obedience of the

gofpel, the minifters of God, who were honoured to

be indrumental in performing this fervice, fhall be
admitted to fhare with them in whatever was reck-

oned mod eftimable and excellent. They fhall

exult efpecially in the profefled fubjedion of Gen-
tile converts to Jefus Chrift, and in the glorious

privileges therewith .connected, which are indeed

objeds of true glory. In thefe things the priefts of

the Lord were to make their boaft, and in them greatly

to rejoice.

7, % For your fhame youjhall have double

;

and for confufion they fhall rejoice in their

portion : therefore in their land they fhall

poffefs the double : everlafting joy fhall be uiW

tt> them*

A comfortable change is foretold to take place in

the circumflances of the people of God. By unjuit

reproaches, malignant calumnies, and cruel persecu-

tions, they have oft times been expofed to fhame and

ignominy. In various ways have their enemies en^

tteavoured to render them contemptible, and to cover

them with difgrace and intamy. Hence the mourn-
ful complaint, ' Thou makeft us a reproach to our

neighbours, a fcorn and a derifiqn to them that are

• round about us *.* For this fname they fhall have

double. They ihall not only be freed from con-

tempt, and the infules of their adverfaries, but they

{hail be advanced to refped and honour, which mall

Wipe off the foul difgrace they have fuffered. Their

minds
* Ffal. xliy. J?.
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minds (hall be filled with triumph and joy, which
fhall more than counterbalance their paft infamy and
forrow. The Lord God will render unto them not

barely in pre portion to their affli&ions,but according to

his great mercies.—To give the greater certainty to

this encouraging promife, and to heighten the com-
fort it is intended to convey, it is repeated in the moft

peremptory manner.

—

In their land they JJjall pojfeft

the double. In pity to their weaknefs, and to ftrengthen

faith and hope, the Lord God is pleafed to give the

ftrongeft fecurity to his fervants that they can defire,

of the truth of his promifes.

—

For confujion theyfmil re-

joice in their portion, in the fure and all- fufficient in-

heritance, which infinite Wifdom hath affigned them,

and with which they are fatisfied and delighted,—

EverlajlingjoyJhall be unto them. The joy they expe-

rience being of celeftial origin, a fruit of the Spirit,

and of a Divine and fpiritual nature, arifing from the

puffeffion of the moft important benefits, and the moft

pleafing profpects, fhall be permanent and durable.—
How gracious and bountiful is our Lord, who thus li-

berally recompenfes the fhame and reproach fuftained

by his fervants, and affures them of perpetual joy,

that hath for its bafis the bleflings of providence and

grace.—Would you enjoy this happy temper, attend

diligently to the ordinances and duties of religion,

carefully cherifh every Divine grace, and frequently

engage in the fublime exercifes of praife and thankf-

giving.

& For I the Lord love judgment* I hate

robbery for burnt offering, and I will direct

their work in truth, and I will make an ever-

lailing covenant with them.

Theie words contain one chief ground whereupon

the preceding declaration is founded.—You cannot

juttly be furprized that Jehovah confers 16 many
proofs of tender regard on his ptopie, who are re.

Voi*. iV. 3 J£ deemed
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deemed and fanctified by him, and who worlhip him
in Spirit and in truth, if you recollect his amiable

character

—

For I the Lord lovejudgment. I take plea-

fure in that which is right, and juft, and good, in

purity of heart, and uprightnefs of conduct. I de*

light in thofe things which are conformed to my holy

nature and revealed will, which are agreeable to

found reafon and a pure confcience. I approve of

that fpiritual worihip, that unbiaffed equity, and ac-

tive beneficence, inculcated in my word of truth.

Such is my facred regard to judgment, that I not

only punifh the unjuft, but 1 abundantly recompenfe

thofe who do righteoufnefs at all times.—/ hate rob-

bery for a burnt-offering. The burnt- offering may
here denote ail the facnfices and fervices, of whatever

defcription, that are prefented to God by his royal

priefthood. I deteft every fpecies of fraud, oppref-

iion, injuftice, and rapine, which are direct violations

of my laws, that are holy, juft, and good. 1 utterly

abhor all kinds of violence and difhonefty, though

committed under the fpecious pretext of applying

what hath been injurioufly obtained to my fervice.

The faireft pretences of piety and devotion, aflumed

to conceal unjuft practices, is an abomination in my
light. * Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-of-
* ferings and facrifices as in obeying the voice of the
' Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than facrifice, and
* to hearken, than the fat oframs *.' How awful the

word of God, by the prophet Ezekiel f ! • The peo-
* pie of the land have ufed oppreffion and exercifed
6 robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy

—

1 therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon
* them, I have confumed them in the fire of my
* wrath ; their own way have 1 recompenfed upon
1 their head, faith the Lord God/

1'will direct their work in truth. 1, who am the all-

wife God, who have counfel and underftanding, will

take my fervants under my own conduct. 1 will

{hew them the work they ought to do, and in what
manner

* i Sam. xv. 22. f Chap. xxii. 29, 31.
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manner it fhould be executed. I will inftrudt and

teach them the way wherein they ihall go ; i will

guide them with mine eye, and grant them not only

the protection of my providence, but the direction of

my Spirit' in the work and way of righteoufnefs. I

will point out how they may do their work in truth,

without hypocrify or diffimulation, in iincerity and

uprightnefs, fo as to find real enjoyment, and to ob-

tain afiiftance, countenance, and fuccefs on their ex-

ertions in my fervice. What ample encouragement

is given, by this and limilar aflurances, to the faithful

fervants of God, employed in his work, that is ho-

nourable and glorious, efpecially in perplexing circum-

ftances, in which they know not what to do. in fuch a

trying fituation, how reviving the promife, * I will

' direct their way in truth.' Verify, O gracious God,
to us, thy unworthy fervants, the good word which
thou haft fpoken, and do as thou haft faid.

—

And I
will make an everlajling covenant with them. Having
made fome remarks on thefe words, which occurred

in Chap. lv. 3. it may fuffice at prefent to obferve,

that the repetition of this comfortable aflurance inti-

mates the perfect certainty of what is foretold; that it

claims the greater! attention, and fhould fix the deeper

impreflion of this truth on the minds of thofe to whom
it is addreffed. The Lord God will moft undoubtedly

confer upon his people the precious bleflings he hath

promifed ; he will not turn away from doing them
good, nor fail to enrich them with temporal, lpiritual,

and eternal bleffings.

9. And their feed fhall be known among
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the

people : all that fee them Ihall acknowledge
them, that they are the feed which the Lord
hath bleffed.

The pofterity of God's fervants (hall be diftinguifhed

by the nations among whom they refide, as the ob-

jects
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jedls of their Lord's peculiar gracious regard. They
fhall be acknowledged the fpiritual children of

thofe who, being born of God, are made partakers

of the Divine nature, and become new creatures

—

Such perfons fhall be difcriminated by their friends

and neighbours, on account of the happy efife&s

produced by the miniftry of the word, accompa-
nied with the holy Spirit. They (hall be known
everywhere by their- deteftation of idolatry, their di-

ligent attention to the word of God, the blamelefihefs

_and purity of their manners. Thofe who behold
them walking in the truth, mining as lights in the

world, adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour,

fhall take knowledge of them, that they have been
with Jefus Chrift; and that by acquaintance with him
they have been changed into his refemblance, who js

holy, harmlefs, and undented.—This prediction is am-
plified in the latter part of the verfe, where it is fore-

told,

All that fee them Jhall acknowledge them, &c, as the

generation which the Lord hath blefled above all the

ions of pien, not only with temporal but with fpiritual

benefits, and fhall own that when the former have beer*

withdrawn, the latter have been continued and in-

creased. In iew words, that they are truly happy,

becaufe the benediction of him that made heaver*

and earth refleth upon them.—Perhaps it may be
faid, that thjs prediction js inconiiftent with well-

known facts. Have not Chriftians, in feveral ages of

the Church, been contemned, calumniated, and per-r

fecuted by thofe among whom they lived, as our Lord

informed his difciples.
4 Ye fhall be hated of all men

* for my name's fake V * Whomever killeth you will

* think that he doth God fervice j*.' Have they not

been branded as the filth and offscouring of all things,

as thofe who turn the world upfide down, as peftilent

fellows, compofing a feet every where fpoken againft.

Hath not the Author of Chriftianity been blafphemed,

and Chriftianity itfelf, with its profeilbrs, been ridi-

culed

* Mat. x. 22. f John xvi. io«



Ver. 9. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 405

culed and grofsly abufed. All this hath happened, as

the pious Mr Henry (hews in his fermon, entitled,

Christianity no SiiCT, becaufe its adverfaries do not
know it—becaufe they do not like it, and—becaufe it

fpeaks againft them. Notwithstanding, there have
not been wanting thofe, diverted of prejudices and
open to conviction, who have admired the truths be-

lieved by the fervants of God, the principles whereby
they are influenced, the rule and the example ac-

cording to which they walk, the privileges and prof-

peels whereby they are animated, They have been
efteemed by the intelligent, fober, and difpaflionate of
mankind, as the excellent ones of the earth, the light

of the world, and the favourites of heaven. By their

means multitudes have been brought into fubjection

to the gofpel of God, who have gloried in the Crofs

of Chrift, and been followers of him as his dear chil-

dren.—Know then, brethren, that the generation of

the upright are the bleffed of the Lord. If you
doubt, aik them, and they will tell you, that a life of

true godlinefs is incomparably the mod pieafant and
jnoft honourable life in the world, and that it conduces
to advance people's prefent and eternal intereils.

They will acknowledge, with thofe who know them
beft, that a firm belief of the doctrines of the gofpel

improves the intellectual powers ; that a clofe adhe-

rence to its precepts is the fafeft guide ; and a cheerful

dependence on its promifes is the fource of the moil

fublime hopes and joys, whereby they are felicitated.

jo. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my
foul (hall be joyful in my God, for he hath

slothed me with the garments of falvation, he
hath covered me with the robe of righteouf-

nefs, as a bridegroom deeketh bimfelf with

ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herfdf with

her jewels.
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The fevantsof God, impreffed with a grateful fenfe

of the Divine benefits, are introduced exulting and
glorying in the happinefs and dignity to which they
were elevated. To intimate their unanimity in the

refolution before us, each one is reprefented as adopt-

ing it; and, the more forcibly to exprefs their cor-

dial agreement, the determination is repeated.

—

I
willgreatly rejoice in the Lord, &c. Joy in God is that

fublime, devout affection, which is a fruit of the Spirit,

ariiing from the actual poffeffion, and pleaiing prof-

peel:, of the ineftimable bleffings that flow from his

excellent loving kindnefs. This Divine grace is

exercifed, with exquifite pleafure, on the glorious per-

fections of Jehovah, on the bleffings of providence, on
the amiable difcoveries he hath given of his confum-
mate goodnefs and rich grace. It is experienced ia

the way of his precepts, and in the hope of his eternal

kingdom and glory. It becomes more lively and
vigorous by the contemplation of the character, and
qualifications, and offices of the Meffiah, who was fent

into this world to accomplish the mod benevolent

defigns—to refcue his people from the greateft evils,

and to raife them to the enjoyment of complete feli-

city, to inveft them in the moft valuable privileges,

to comfort them with the molt precious promifes, and
to infpire them with the exalted hopes of bearing his

refemblance, and enjoying his pretence. What joy,

unfpeakable and full of glory, fprings up in the mind
that recollects, with complacency, his pail labours ori

earth, his prefent employment in heaven, and that

looks forward to his appearance, when he fhall be
glorified in his faints, and admired of all them that

believe !—The operations and government of God
extend to the inward as well as the outward man, in

the foul is the chief feat of his empire, which eonfifts

in righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the holy Ghoft.

He hath promifed to his fervants *, that * their hearts
4
fhall rejoice/ and their unanimous determination

is, every one for himfelf, iVJy foul fhall be joyful in

my
* John xvi. 2Z„
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my God, who enriches me with all fpiritual bleflings,

and who is my all-iufficient portion— 1 greatly rejoice

in the mercies of Jehovah, which are to me a perma-

nent fource of the pureft and molt fublime pieafure

that can occupy the human heart.

For he hath clothed me with the garments offalvation.

The metaphor in thefe words is taken from the ap-

parel wore by the priefts under the Mofaic oeconomy,

and is here applied to beautify the figurative defcrip-

tion of the immenfe favours conferred on the faints

of the Molt High. One principal fource of the fpirit-

ual joy which fills their hearts, and induces tnem to

break forth in fongs of praife is, their being inverted

with falvation as with a garment. This raiment is

compofed of the bell: and molt precious materials,

—

freedom from condemnation, and re itoration to the

Divine favour; deliverance from the dominion of fin,

and conformity to the image of God ; devotednefs to

his fervice, and intereit in his love. The fpiritual

bleflings, contained in the falvation of the Lord, ap-

propriated and applied by faith, cover the fpiritual

deformities of thoie on whom they are beitowed;

they protecl: them from injury; they render amiable

and acceptable in God's fight ; whilit they prove

highly comfortable to thoie who are interefted in

them.—The fubjedt is dilated, and deverfified by
another analogous expreflion, of fimilar import with

the former.

—

He hath covered me with the robe ofright-

eoufnefs. The fentiment is repeated, varied, and am-
plified, the more fully to exprtis the idea, and to

itrike the mind with the greater force The Author

of every good and perfecl gift, (faith every one of the

upright among men) hath arrayed me in the right-

eouihefs of the faints, which is of fuch exquifite work-

manihip, that be hath declared that he is well pleafed

with it. He hath inverted me with intereit in the

perfect obedience and complete atonement of Jefus

Chrift ; he iiatii furniihed me witii the graces of his

Spirit ; and enabled me- to mamfefi n\y gratitude for

theie ineiiimable benefits, by Alining forth in ihe

beauties
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beauties of holinefs. With this fplendid, variegated

robe, doth the Lord God diftinguifh and dignify the

fubje&s of his Son's kingdom, whilft they, with
joy and praife, afcribe to him their righteoufnefs and
falvation.

As a bridegroom decketh himfelf, &-c. The fubject

is illustrated by a fimilitude from which it derives

peculiar luftre and beauty. Clothed with thefe

comely garments, the people of God are compared to

a bridegroom, or bride, elegantly dreffed in the

fineft attire, with the richeft ornaments. The coftly

apparel, wherein fuch perfons appear at marriage

folemnities, exhibits a pleafing emblem of the more
excellent fpiritual raiment and decorations, wherein

thofe are inverted who are betrothed unto God for

ever, and in which they appear with much fupenor

beauty and dignity.

1 1. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud,

and as the garden caufeth the things that are

fown in it to fprng forth : fo the Lord God
will caufe righteoufnefs and praife to fpring

forth before all the nations.

The joyful confequences which arife from the

benefits mentioned in the preceding verfe are repre-

fented under two well-known limilitudes. The earth

that we inhabit and cultivate, produces regularly,

iron year to year, by the appointment and bleffing

of God, great variety of buds and blofToms, which, in

due feafon, are converted into excellent fruits, that

nouriib and comfort thofe by whom it is dreffed.

The garden properly enriched and improved, through
the fame bleffing, cheriflies the various kinds of feed's

fbwn in it, which produce thofe flowers, roots, and
fruits, whereby the proprietor is regaled and delight-

ed. This well-known progrefs of vegetation, that

takes place in the nVld and in the garden, exhibits

an inftiu&ive emblem of what Jehovah promifes to

do



Ver. ii. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 409

do in his Church.

—

So the Lord God will caufe right-

eoufnefs and praife to fpring up before all nations. He
who caufeth the grafs to grow for cattle, and herb for

the fervice of man, who bringeth forth food out of

the earth, will not fail to verify this faithful promife,

and to beftow the precious blefling it contains. He
will make to flourifh, in the garden of his Church,
thofe excellent graces, and virtues, and fruits of

righteoufnefs, which fnall prove fubftantial benefits

to his people, and advance the glory of his great

name. With them fhall arife the homage of praife

and thankfgiving to him who fowed the feeds of Di-
vine grace in their hearts, who preferved and che-

rifhed them, and carried them forward to maturity.

With the practice of righteoufnefs fhall be joined

fongs of praife, which fhall extend to diftant regions,

where they fhall be perpetuated by all nations that

come and worfhip before the Lord.—After contem-
plating the happy period, wherein this prediction

hath been* or fhall further be fulfilled, let me call on
you, my hearers, to be inftant in prayer, that the

Lord God may caufe that righteoufnefs to fpring

forth among us, which constitutes the excellence, the

ornament, and glory of Chriftian profefiion—And, by

cheerfulnefs in the righteous ways of God, to endea-

vour to wipe off the frequent, but groundlefs afper-

fion, that thofe who believe the gofpel are gloomy

and morofe. None have fuch plentiful fources of

joy and praife as the beloved of the Lord, the expect-

ants of glory , honour, and immortality.

Vol. IV. 3 F FRELL



[ 4io ]

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

WE are now to confider another fection of our

Prophet's fourth difcourfe, contained in the

fifth part of thefe prophecies. Ifaiah, addreffing the

fervants of Jefus Chrift, who expedl: a more full ma-
nifeftation of the kingdom of God, confirms their

faith and hope by moft encouraging promifes.

—

This prophetic oration may be diftributed into three

parts.—In the firft, thofe who prefide over the com-
munity of the faithful, having exprefifed their refolu-

tion of perfevering in fervent prayers, and vigorous

endeavours to promote the prosperity of the Church,

a large accefllon is promifed to be made to their num-
bers, and a new name to be given them, whilft they

are taught to expedl: protection from their enemies,

ver. 1—5. In the fecond, explicit afTurance is given

of the peculiar care of Divine providence to provide for

them paftors who Ihall continue, with unremitting afli-

duity, their labours for the benefit of Zion, until God
lhall be pleafed to fulfil his gracious promifes, ver. 6, 7.——-In the third part, the promifes that God hath
made for the comfort of his people are ratified by his

oath; and they are informed, that every impedi-

ment that lay in the way of their accomplishment

mall be removed—in confequence whereof, procla-

mation is ordered to be made to places the moll re-

mote, of the profperity and falvation of the City of

God, ver. 8. to the end of the chapter.

CHAR
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CHAP. LXII.

FOR Zion's fake will I not hold my peace,

and for Jerufalem's fake I will not reft,

until the righteoufnefs thereof go forth as

brightnefs, and the falvation thereof as a lamp,
that burneth.

Having foretold the felicity and glory of the

Church, our prophet, in his own name, and in that of

faithful inftrudlors of the people of God, expreffes his

devout refolution of employing affiduous endeavours

for advancing the profperity of Zion. What be-

coming folicitude does he manifeft for promoting the

falvation of men, and the interefls of the kingdom of

God, for preferving and perpetuating the privileges

belonging to the iubjedts of his empire, for increafing

their numbers, and enlarging their boundaries. Thefe
important objects juftly claim the ftrenuous exertions

of the fervants of God, of which Ifaiah exhibits an il-

luftrious example

—

For Zion'sfake I will not hold my
peace, &c. Zion and Jerusalem were the places

wherein the worfhip of God was eftablifhed under
the former oeconomy. From thence the gofpel was
promulgated and extended over the world, carrying

along with it thefe names ; and wherever the doc-

trine of the kingdom is preached, there is Zion and
Jerufalem, which, in their figurative fenfe, denote the

Church of God. For the fake of this highly-favoured

community, for the fake of the facred truths whereby
they are inftru&ed and comforted, and the inefti-

mable privileges they enjoy—1 will not hold my
peacej nor be filent before God, but will continue in-

ftant in fervent prayer and fupplication— That what-
ever (lands in oppofition to the enlargement and
eftablifhment of the kingdom of Meiliah may be re-

moved out of the way—That the word of the Lord
may
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may gradually fpread in every direction, and be ac-

companied with the Spirit and bleffing of God, until

all the kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms
of our Lord and his Chrift.—/ will not reft, nor ceafe

from vigorous endeavours to promote this bleffed de-

fign/ Convinced that importunity in prayer for the

profperity of Zion mould always be attended with

affiduous exertions, for attaining this end, I will la-

bour diligently, by my instructions and example, that

by their means this delirable object may be carried

forward. By unwearied efforts in the miniftry of the

word, 1 will aim to awaken tranfgreflbrs to a fenie of

their danger ; and by the practice of truth and juftice,

of patience and refignation, and readinefs to every

good v»
Tork, to animate the faithful to activity in the

fervice of God—In the pleafmg hope that, through

the Divine bleffing, many may be perfuaded to.

abandon their tranlgreffions, and to join themfelves

to the JLovd ; and that the citizens of Zion may be

excited to abound in the work of Jehovah.—This

laudable determination ought to be adopted by every

Ghriftian, who may be ufeful, in fome meaiure, in

promoting the welfare of the Church of God, by ear-

ned; prayer and good example. Let us, brethren,

join to our prokffions of love to God and zeal for his

honour and intereil, mctiiant requefts for the fpread

and iuccefs of the gofpel, and unite, with thofe who
poflefs more influence and opportunities, our beft ef-

forts for its eilabiiihimnt, and extenfion to all the

nations of the earth,

Until the righteonfnefs thereofgo forth as brightnefs t

&c. The rigiueouiiuis that constitutes the beauty

and glory oi Zion was brought in by the great Mei-

fiah, who aniwered the demands of the law of God,

and fulfilled all righteoufnefs. This precious benefit,

when received and relied' on by the people of God, is

always accompanied with' actual conformity to the

will of God, and manifested by habitual holinefs of

heart and life, which is eifential to their character,

and neceirary to demcniiiate the reality of their pro-

feflion.
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feffion. This valuable object, the fervants of the

Moil High are folicirous may go forth as brightnefs,

that its real excellence and iuftre may appear con-

fpicuous, fo as to excite admiration, eiteem, and gra-

titude, and that its beriign influence may be exen-

fively experienced.

—

And the falvation thereof as a
lamp that barneth. By the falvation intended may be

meant the deliverance of the Church from the evils

wherein they were involved, and the enjoyment of

the precious bleffings of which they heard joyful

tidings, that they were taught to expect, and which

they were earnestly defirous to obtain. This falva-

tion, our prophet was deeply concerned (with all who
are like minded) fhould go forth fpeedily, as a lamp
that burneth, to give light to them that fit in dark-

nefs, in every age, country, and condition, to afford

them conduct and comfort, to preferve them from the

dangers to which they are obnoxious, and to lead

them forward to true happinefs and glory.—in this

becoming refolution, let us alio cordially unite ; and,

with unfeigned regard to the glory of God and the

proiperity of his Church, endeavour to carry it into

execution, in the confidence that our labour {hall not

he in vain in the Lord. The more you refemble God
in goodnefs, love, and mercy, the more active will

you be that the kingdom of God may come with

power throughout the whole world.

2. And the Gentiles fhall fee thy righteouf-

nefs, and all kings thy glory : and thou fhalt

be called by a new name, which the mouth of

the Lord fhall name.

The earned prayers and afflduous exertions of the

fervants of God in behalf of the Church, lhall be

followed with joyful confequences

—

The GentilesJJjall

fee thy righteou/nefs. Heathen nations, fitting in dark-

nefs, with their princes and rulers, mall behold, with

admiration and delight, the righteoufnefs, and glory of

the
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the kingdom of God ; they (hall fo contemplate them
with the enlightened eyes of their underftandings, as to

participate in thefe precious benefits, and to rejoice

in the felicity they convey.

—

And thou Jhalt be called

by a new name. Thou malt be known and diftin-

guifhed by thofe defignations which defcribe the new
privileges and dignity to which thou (halt be exalted.

Thou ihalt be named Hephzi-bah, for the Lord de-

lighteth in thee, ver. 4,—the holy people, the redeem-
ed of the Lord, a city not forfaken, ver. 12,—the

city of the Lord, the Zion of the holy One of Ifrael,

chapter 3x. 14,-—The name of the city fhall be from
that day The Lord is there, Ezek. xlviii. 35. And
thy happy and honourable condition fhall exactly

correfpond to thefe titles, whereby the word of the

Lord hath declared thou (halt be difcriminated from
all other focieties.—To this blelTed community,
brethren, we profefTedly belong, and therefore it

behoves us to (hew that thefe denominations are juftly

applied. What avails a new name if we are not new
creatures, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.

Let us demonftrate, in dependence on the grace of
God, that thefe characters indeed belong to us, by
making it our daily buiinefs to pleafe God, and to

ferve him in newnefs of life.

3. Thou fhalt alfo be a crown of glory in

the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in

the hand of thy God.

The high honour to which the Church (hall be
advanced, and their perfect fafety in the protection

of the Almighty, is delineated in language of peculiar

elegance and iublimity.—The kingdom of God is

reprefented in prophecy by varions beautiful fimili-

tudes, taken from fenfible objects, on which men fet

the higher! value, and are mod folicitous to obtain.

In the words before us it is fpoken of as a crown, or

royal diadem, which is the enlign of power and gran-

deur.
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deur. Royalty is the higheft pitch of human great-

nefs to which perfons can afpire in this prefent ilate,

and thofe who polTefs it have arrived at the fummit
of worldly fplendor and magnificence. A crown,

which diftinguilhes the prince that is inverted with

fupreme authority, is here mentioned, to illuftrate the

glory and beauty of the Church of God, when ele-

vated to a flourishing and ptofperous condition. Fa-

voured with the fpecial prefence of God, and fignal

marks of his gracious regard, adorned with the graces

of his Spirit, and fhining forth in the beauties of noli-

nefs, they are infinitely more valuable in the light of
God, and a greater honour to him, than the richeft

diadem, fet with precious jewels, is to an earthly

monarch. There fubfifts betwixt God and his pecu-

liar people not only an intimate relation, but a reci-

procal intereft; in confequence whereof, they are

reprefented as being to God what he is to them. I

will explain what 1 mean—In the xxviii. chapter of

this prophecy, at the 5th verfe, the Lord of hods

promifed * That he would be for a crown of glory, and
a diadem of beauty, to the refidue of his people.'

In the words under confideration, he afTures them,

that they (hall be in his hand a crown of glory, and

%a royal diadem. His power and glory fhall be richly

difpiayed in railing them to high honour and exten-

five influence, fo as not only to attract admiration, but

to acquire renown and celebrity among their enemies.

In any other hand their elevation might have expofed

them to danger, arifing from the envy and oppofition

of their adverfaries, but in the hand of Jehovah they

are in pefeft fafety.

In the hand of the Lord thy God. The expreflion,

which is frequently ufed in Scripture, is mentioned

once and again in this verfe, tofignify the favour, the

power of Jehovah. His mighty, gracious regard for

his people, renders thcrn truly honoui able,;.and in that

Hate exempt trom danger. He holds them as in his

hand, intimating his complacency in them, and that

he confiders them as valuable and beautiful. Ke takes

pleafure
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pleafure in fhewing them to the world as his peculiar
treafure, which he hath purchafed; as his workman*
fhip, wherein he delights; as the fubje&s of his king*
dom, wherein he will be glorified. In the hand of
the Lord, who maketh great, who giveth ftrength

unto all, they appear amiable and glorious. Now,
therefore, our God, we thank thee and praife thy
glorious name—and we requeft that thy hand may
be on all them that feek thee, for good; that the
glory of thy grace, and their felicity, may be thereby
advanced.—Remember, brethren, that God juftly ex-

perts fuitabie returns from his people for the choice
blellings they enjoy. Doth he vouchfafe to fpeak
of them as a crown of glory, a thankful fenfe of his

condefcenfion mould induce them to live to his praife,

and to manifeft their fpiritual dignity and beauty, by
fearing, loving, obeying, and ferving him, inthe practice

of mercy, righteoumefs, and holinefs. To you 1 direct

the words of Jefus Chrift, ' Hold fait that which thou
' haft *;' retain, with vigilance, firmnefs, and care,

the doctrines and ordinances of the gofpel—the faith,

integrity, and purity, which you have attained, that

no man take your crown, and deprive you of your
moft precious advantages.

4. Thoufhalt no more be termed Forfaken;

neither fhali thy land any more be termed,

Defolate : but thou fhalt be called Hephzi-bah,
and thy land, Beulah : for the Lord delight-

eth in thee, and thy land fhall be married.

A permanent, happy change is foretold to take

place in the Hate of the Chuich. The people of God
may be coniidered either with refpect to their fpirit-

ual and internal itate, as they appear in the light of
God, or in refpect of tneir external condition, in the

view of men. In the former capacity, they always
enjoy the favour and protection ot God, who "is their

conilant defence ; and who hath faid he will never

leave
* Rev. iii. 11.
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leave nor forfake them ; in the latter, they are often

looked upon as deferted and defolate, when God, by
his providential difpenfations, apparently treats them
as if he had rejected and caft them off, and there are

few or none to befriend and fupport their irtterefts

:

Such was the ftate of the pofterity of Ifrael, at the

time they were carried captive to Babylon, when
their fituation refembled that of a difconfolate widow,"

bereaved of her hulband. After the period to which

our prophet refers, they are allured that they (hall no

more be reduced to this unhappy external condition

;

on the contrary, the Lord God will continue to exer-

cile his paternal care over them and all their concerns.

Under his kind protection, they (hall adopt the

triumphant language of the royal Pfalmift, in Pfalm

xli. 11. * By this I know that thou favoureft me,
4 becaufe mine enemy doth not exult over me.'

But thoujhalt be called Rephzi-bah, which, being in-

terpreted, fignifies the Lord delighteth in thee. What
a glorious privilege, including the greateft happinefs

and higheft honour ! The blefied God taketh pleafure

in them that fear him, and in them that hope in his mer-

cy. According to his promife, The Lord thy God will
4 fave, he will rejoice over thee with joy, he will reft

4 in his love, he will joy over thee with finging* i

As they delight in him, and in his great goodnefs, and

prefer him to their chiefeft earthly joy, fo he is pleafed

to delight in them and in their profperity. Having

formed them for himfelf, that they may fhew forth

his praife, he takes complacency in his own living

image, after which they are renewed as the firft fruits

of his creatures, being confecrated to his fervice as

members of his family, and the heirs of his kingdom.

As lin renders people deformed and odious in his

light., fo thofe who are redeemed and fanctified, are

well-pleafmg unto him ; he approves of their way
and their work, and withholds from them no good

thing. What can be fo grateful to a good man, who
approves things trulv excellent, as to be beloved of the

Vol. IV.
'

3 G . Lord
* . * 2 eph- iii« 17.
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Lord of heaven and earth, to have found grace in his

fight, as did Mofes ; to enjoy the teftimony given to

Enoch, that he pleafed God ; and the happinefs of
Daniel, who was a man greatly beloved of God. If

the favours conferred by an intelligent, faithful friend,

though of little intrinfic worth, are valued as teftimo-

nies of regard and affection, how highly ought the

kindnefTes of God to be eltimated, who rejoices over

him to do him good !—How great the condefcen-

fion of Jehovah, in forming his fervants into his own
refemblance, in difpoling them to live a fober, righte-

ous, and godly life ; in clofe connection with the great

Redeemer, in humble dependence on his grace, and
in patient relignation to the difpenfations of his pro-

vidence, wherein they experience the moil fublime

pleafures, and whereby God himfelf is glorified !

And thy land Beulah, &c. The inhabitants of the

land are doubtlefs intended, the ground itfelf being a

fubjeft incapable of marriage, which the name de-

notes. Our prophet foretels, in thefe words, that

the Church, which formerly had been defolate, fhall

be admitted into a moil intimate, honourable, and
endearing relation to the Lord God. Thou (halt be
married— to whom ? To the God of heaven and
earth, as we learn from the following verfe. Afto-

nifhing thought ! Happy they who are thus joined

unto the Lord, and are the objects of his tender affec-

tion and Divine complacency! Though the conju-

gal relation be intimate and pleafant, it exhibits but

a faint reprefentation of the ftill clofer union into

which the Church is, aiFumed by their Lord, to whom
true Chriftians are laid to be joined, fo as to be one

fpirit. To thole brought into this connection with

him, to whom belongs the defignation of Beulab, he
opens the treafures of his goodnefs, from whence he

enriches them ^ he dilclofes the fountain of his love,

from which he plentifully conveys his precious bene-

fits. He gives them grace and glory, and withholds

from them no good thing. Thofe who are unac-

quainted with their enjoyments cannot eftimate them
properly.
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properly. None have a lefs troublefome, and lefs

dangerous, and at the fame time a more real and
comfortable pofTeflion of the good things of this life

than they. And with refped to things fpiritual and
future, their circumftances are the moft pleafant

that can be defired, and their profpects the moft

glorious.

5. For as a young man marrieth a virgin,

fo fhall thy fons marry thee : and as the bride-

groom rejoiceth over the bride, fo fhall thy

God rejoice over thee.

The fubjedt mentioned in the preceding verfe, is

illuftrated byafimilitude of peculiar beauty and excel-

lence. A double connection is formed by thofe who
are joined together in the fenfe here intended. The
fpiritual children of the faithful, in whom the Lord
delighteth, are fo nearly related to thofe from whom,
as means, they derive their fpiritual exiftence, that

the connection, in fome meafure, refembles the con-

jugal union. The regenerated children of God's fer-

vants are deeply interefted in thofe with whom they

join in communion ; they cherifh affectionate concern

for their welfare, which they affiduoufly endeavour to

promote, and becoming folicitude for their happinefs

and comfort. On the other part, the citizens of Zion
embrace thofe who enter into fellowlhip with them,

with cordial affection, they become helpers of their

joy, they honour them with many honours, and (hew
them that refpect and confidence to which they are

juftly entitled. There fubfiitb between them reci-

procal, unfeigned affection, accompanied with mutual
affiftance, real benefit, and true enjoyment. The
renovated poiterity of the faithful enter into the

Church, that they may be refrefhed and edified by
their faith and example ; and the Church receives

them as their fpiritual progeny, and acknowledges

that
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that they are their rejoicing. They are helpful in

advancing each other's comfort; by kind fympathy
and good offices, which are the bleffed effects of this

union, that is here compared to the marriage rela-

tion.

And as the bridegroom rejoiceth, &c. Thofe in

whom the Lord delighteth become not only inti-

mately connected with his Church, into which they
are admitted, but the Lord God himfelf triumphs in

their endearing relation to him. Marriage ferves,

among other purpofes, as a figure of the permanent
union of the Son of God with his difciples, according
to the doctrine taught by the apoftle of the Gentiles,

in his epiftle to the Ephefians *, in which he affirms

this is the myftery contained in that inftitution. And
in the words before us, the joy wherewith God re-

joices over his Church, is compared to the joy of the

bridegroom over the bride. Indeed, whatever is ex-

cellent and deferable in the character and ftate of
fuch a perfon, affords only a faint emblem of the ex-
quifite delight that God hath in his Church, which he
hath chofen for his peculiar treafure, above all the

people that are on the earth. He rejoices in their hap-
pinefs and profperity, and in the mutual affection

that fubfifts between them, whilft in his love, that

pafTeth knowledge, they rejoice as they that find

great fpoil. He expreffes himfelf highly pleafed with
their fpiritual beauty, and fpeaks of their graces as

ornaments in his light, of great price, whiht they fo-

lace themfelves by the contemplation of his glory,

and the enjoyment of the fruits of his loving kind-
nefs. From thefe circumftances, with others that

might be mentioned, appear the juftice and propriety

of the comparifon Hated in this verfe.—This fubject,

which is tranfcendently wonderful, ought to excite

pleafing admiration and humble gratitude to the God
of all grace, joined with folicitous concern to become
the objects wherein the Lord God will rejoice, which

muvt
* Chap. v. 31.
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nrmft prove a fource of never-failing confolation to

thofe who participate in this privilege.

6. I have fet watchmen upon thv walls, O
jerufalem, which (hall never hold their peace

day nor night ; ye that make mention of the

Lord, keep not filence.

Thefe words, directed to the citizens of Jerufalem,

reprefent the peculiar care of Divine providence, in

furnifhing them with parlors and teachers, intent on
promoting their fafety and comfort. Jerufalem, the

metropolis of Judea, was remarkable for the beauty of

its fine fituation, for the ftrength of its wslls, the com-
pactnefs of its buildings, and the number of its inha-

bitants. It was an opulent city, a royal refiuence,

and well fortified by nature and art. On thefe ac-

counts, it afforded an eminent type of the Church of

God under the New Teflament, which in this paflage,

as in many other places, bears its name. This city

of the living God, of which glorious things are fpoken

by the prophets, is encompafled as with walls, where-

by the citizens are feparated from the world, and de-

fended from enemies.—On thefe walls, the Lord God
declares that he fet watchmen, whom he hath quali-

fied for their work, and to whom he hath afiigned

their feveral flations, to attend to the befl interefts of

thofe committed to their infpection, to prevent dis-

orders, and to give notice of approaching danger.

This is indeed a wife and benevolent inflitution, ad-

mirably adapted, through the blefling of God, to ad-

vance the profperity of the Church, and that requires

great vigilance and exertion from thofe who are in-

verted with this important office.

Which/hallnever hold their peace
y
&c. Their charac-

ter and employment is delineated in thefe few words.

The watchmen fet over the Church lhall not be

filent on any proper occafion, wherein it is expedient

for them to {peak, either in giving intimation to the

people
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people intruded to their care of what is requifite for

their fafety, and to prefent ^applications to God, that

he may give efficacy to their admonitions and labours.

In the miniftry of the word, they (hall be inftant in

feafon and out of feafon, not ceafing to teach every

man, and to warn every man, that they may prefent

every man perfect in Chrift Jefus *. They (hall

fhew all good fidelity in all things ; and, after the

illuftrious example of one eminently diligent in his

work, they will endeavour fo to act, that with him
they may be able to fay each for himfelf, 4

1 ceafed
4 not to warn every man night and day with tears.'

—Nor (hall they hold their peace before the throne

of grace, and refrain from fervent prayers to the Lord
God Almighty for the profperity of Jerufalem. Ani-
mated with active concern for the welfare of the

kingdom of God, they (hall pray without ceafing,

that the Lord would blefs Zion. and give them to

fee the good of Jerufalem all the days of their life f.
That he would do good unto Zion J, &-c.

Te that make mention of the Lord, ox, as the Hebrew
words are rendered in the margin of fome Bibles, ye
that are the Lord's remembrancers. Lither tranflation

juftly defcribes the character of thofe to whom our

Prophet addreffes his exhortation. In their conver-

fation, they inform their fellow citize ns of the won-
derful works that God hath done for them, they
record the memory of his great goodnefs, and fpeak

of the important duties that they owe to God in

confequence of the manifold obligations he hath

brought them under to his iervice. They remember
the Lord, and cherifh frequent pleafing rcolledtion of

the name, the providence, the prefence, the benefits,

the falvation, and prcmifes of God in their prayers

and piaifes they celebrate his Divine excellencies, they

extol the glorious honour of his roa jelly, they relate

his righteoi'lnefs, and earneflly plead for the accom-
pli!! nent of his good word, and the advancement

ot his kingdom.—Peiions of this delcription are di-

rected

* Col. i. 2S. f Pfal. cxxviii. 5. % Pfal, li. 18.
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rected not to be filent. Take heed that you do not

abftain from frequent pleafing remembrance of Je-
hovah ; omit not to think and fpeak of his glorious

grace, to publiih his praifes, and to call on his name,
who is the hearer of prayer. Knowing the terrors

of the Lord, and feeling the conftraints of the love

of Chrift, you mould be folicitous to make his name
to be remembered throughout all generations.

7. And give him no reft, till he eftablifh,

and till he make Jerufalem a praife in the

earth.

The inceffant importunity of God's fervants can-

not in the lead difturb or interrupt the perfect

tranquillity of Jehovah, the complacential enjoy-

ment of his confummate felicity and glory. In

the expreffion there is a bold figure, taken from
the urgent circumftances of a prince, who, being fa-

tigued by long attendance tothe importunate petitions

of his fubje&s, hath little time left him for repofe.

The number and frequency of the applications made
to him, in a manner conltrain him to grant the re-

quefts of his petitioners. This Subject is finely illus-

trated by Jefus Chrift, in the parable which he fpake,

to teach men to pray always, and not to faint *. Fol-

low the example of the importunate widow, in

unwearied Supplications to the Lord God, encouraged
by the argument fuggefled by our Saviour in that

figurative difcourfe. If unremitting applications t»

an unjuft judge proved fuccefsful, how much more
may you expect to experience the efficacy of perfe-

vering requefts, prefented to a gracious God, who is

ever ready to give good things to them that afk him.

Prayer is his own ordinance, which he hath inftituted

for obtaining the bleffings he hath promifed, which
he delights to honour, and by means of which his

people, in all ages, have got, for themfelves and their

brethren, the moft precious benefits.

Till be e/labli/h, c*-c. The watchmen fet on the

walls
* See Luke xviii,
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walls of Jerufalem, ought not to defift from informing

the citizens of whatever is requifite to their fafety

and comfort ; nor (hould they ceafe from affiduous

applications to the God of all grace, until he (hall be

pleafed to fettle their facred interefts, and to give them
the agreeable profpect that their privileges (hail be

fecured to their pofterity. This eftablifhment is the

peculiar work of Jehovah, for the performance of

which he hath given the ftrongeft afTurance, and in-

setted his own Son with all power in heaven and

earth for its accomplishment. Indeed, no power

but that of the Higheft can effect this arduous enter-

prize. It was not devifed by human wifdom, nor

executed by human power, but is the work of omni-

potence, which all the adverfe powers of hell and of

earth fhali never be able to (hake to its foundations,

or to dived it of beauty and glory. The Lord will

eftablifh Zion; he will confirm, enlarge, and perpetuate

the privileges of her inhabitants ; he will invigorate

and improve their graces and virtues; and preferve

them in the faith and obedience of the gofpel, fo

that none mall ever be allowed to undermine their

interefts, or to deftroy their walls and bulwarks.—
And till he make Jerufalem a praife in the earth, an

object worthy of admiration, efteem, and applaufe.

How beautiful, how glorious doth the Church of God
appear, when the ordinances of the gofpel are dif-

penfed in fimplicity and purity, and every thing in

the houfe of the God of heaven is tranfacled according

to the will of the God of heaven !—When the holy

Spirit, accompanying Divine inftitutions, produces a

bleffed change in the Itate and temper of menu

turning them from darknefs to light, from the power

of Satan to the living God, quickening them from

death in lin, and rendering them alive unto God
through Jeius Chrift—When the proud, the covet-

ous, the fenfual, and ambitious, renouncing their

former vain purfuits,feck thofe things which are above,

where Chrilt fitteth at the right hand of God, and

follow after thofe things which are honeft, juft, pure,

lovely, and of good report.—When God eminently

adorns
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adorns his people with the gifts and graces of his

Spirit, and difpofes them to let their light lb fliine

before men, that they, feeing their good works, arc

induced to glorify their Father who is in heaven

—

And when the boundaries of the Redeemer's king-,

dom are greatly enlarged, fo that the nations of the

earth fee his glory, and fubmit to his government.—
He who is infinitely good hath fixed the time wherein

this happy event fhali be accomplifhed, and therefore

it is the belt : He who is infinitely wife hath deter-

mined it, and therefore it is the molt proper : He
that is infinitely powerful hath appointed it, and
therefore it mail take place. After the illuftrious

example of the prophet Daniel, who underftanding,

by books, that God was about to refcue Jeruiaiem

from defolation, let us feek the Lord by prayer and

fupplication, that be would make her a praife in the

earth.

8. The Lord hath fworn by his right hand,

and by the arm of his ftrength, Surely I will

no more give thy corn to be meat for thine

enemies, and the fons of the ftranger {hall not

drink thy wine, for the which thou haft la-

boured.

The ftrongeft fecurity is given, that the Lord God
will fend continued tranquillity and profperity to his

Church; that being delivered from their enemies,

they fhall rejoice in the bleflings of his goodnefs.

—

God willing more abundandy to fhew unto the heirs

ofpromife the immutability of his counfel, confirmed

it by an oath *. The Lord hath fwjrn, he* hath

brought himfelf under the ftrongeft obligations that

can be imagined, to accomplifh what he hath foretold,

and, in the mofl folemn manner, connected the per-

fections of his nature with the fulfilment of his word.

The exprefiion intimates the irrevexfible purpofe of

Vol. IV. 3 H God
* Heb.^i. i£
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God to do what he hath faid. His right hand, and

the arm of his flrength, are mentioned as fymbols of

his omnipotence, whereby the prefervation and fafety

of his people are effected. And by this declaration,

the almighty power of Jehovah is pledged, to grant

them the mercies he hath engaged to beftow, not-

withstanding every obftruction that may arife to im-

pede their accomplishment.

Surely I will no more give thy corn, &-c. Thefe

words plainly indicate, that the calamity which is

promifed to be averted had been felt, in former times,

by the fubjects of the kingdom of God, as the jud

punifhment of their lins. It is indeed a fore judge-

ment for people to be deprived of the bed provifions

they had collected for their fupport ; and to fee them
in the poiTeffion of their enemies, who are thereby

flrengthened and encouraged in their hoftile defigns.

This fevere affliction, the Almighty folemnly declares

that he will not any more inflict upon his Church.

In the literal fenfe, the words import, that notwith-

ftanding their refidence was among heathen nations,

in places where they were expofed to annoyances

and depredations, God would in mercy preferve them
in fafety, and not fuffer their polTeffions to be laid

wade. In tranquillity and fecurity they mould en-

joy the good things Divine providence had put into

their hands, the neceflaries and comforts of life, which

they acquired through the blefling of God on their

labour and induftry, which are fanctilied by the word

of God and prayer, and to be received with thankf-

giving of them that know and believe the truth *.

Being delivered from perfecution and external dis-

turbance, they fhall rejoice in the benefits wherewith

they are favoured, and employ them to the glory of

the giver.—In the figurative fenfe, the expreffion in-

timates, that the word of God, with the other means
of falvation, whereby the peculiar people of God are

invigorated, fatisfled, and comforted, mall be plenti-

fully enjoyed by them, free from external difturbance,
t\ -

i or

#
i Tim. iv. 5.
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or anxious fears of being deprived of them by their

enemies. Our prophet, delineating the very pros-

perous ftate of the Church, might have both thefe

obje&s in view, fo that the words may be intended

to comprehend both fenfes, and to denote the quiet,

uninterrupted enjoyment of both temporal and fpirit-

ual mercies, whereby they were to be blefled.

9. But they that have gathered it, fhall eat

it, and praife the Lord ; and they that have
brought it together, fhall drink it in the courts

of my holinefs.

The fubjecl: introduced in the former verfe, is con-

tinued and farther explained.—Thofe who have col-

lected the precious fruits of the earth, put forth by
the fun and the moon in their proper feafon, fhall

not experience the difappointment and vexation that

arifes from being violently deprived of the necelfaries

and comforts of life by enemies and perfecutors.

Seeing, as the wife man obferves *, * That it is good
* and comely to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the
* good of their labour,' they fhall take the temperate,

cheerful, and thankful ufe of the benefits which God
puts into their power, that they may thereby be dif-

pofed for the faithful, diligent performance of their

duty. In the metaphorical, and more recondite fenfe

of the words, the corn and the wine may denote the

means of fpiritual life and falvation, which are en-

joyed with peculiar advantage in the courts of God's

holinefs. When attending in his fanctuary, his peo-
ple derive from his word and ordinances nourifhment,

{lability, and confolation. In this view the predic-

tion imports, that the adverfaries of God's fervants

fhall not be allowed to deprive them of the religious

worfhip and facred inftitutions, whereby their minds
are nourifhed and refrefhed, or to take from them the

fpiritual

* Eccf. v. i8.
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fpiritual provifion of his houfe, by which they are in-

vigorated and folaced—That, under the Divine pro-

tection, and enriched with the fruits of Divine good-

fiefs, they fhall enjoy, with cheerfulnefs and gratitude,

the fignal benefits conferred on them by the great

Lord of all.

—

Andpraife the Lord. There are many
who, after they have eaten and are full, forget God,

and fay in their hearts, * My hand hath gotten me
* this wealth *.' By fuch unthankful conduct, their

bleflings are turned into a curie ; whereas, by the

humble, grateful acknowledgment of the donor, they

are continued and enjoyed with the higheft relifh and

fatisfaction. This becoming, profitable exercife of

praiimg the Lord, ought never to be omitted, on the

receipt either oftemporal or fpiritual mercies. In all

things, in all fituations, and in all feafons, ought we
to praife and magnify the Lord for his great good-

Jiefs.

io. f Go through, go through the gates;

prepare you the way of the people, caff, up,

Caft up the high way, gather out the ilones,

lift up a flandard for the people*

A folemrt admonition is given to the watchmen,
the pafiors and teachers, that God had fet upon the

wails of Jerufalem, to remove every obftacle that

rnight impede the Gentiles from reforting into the

communion of the Church. They are required to

go through the gates thereof, to come forth from the

retirements wherein they remained in times of perfe-

ction, and to enter into the moil public places

of refort, that they might publiih the important

truths contained in the Scriptures, free from the er-

fors wherewith they had been blended, and take

away thofe hindrances that might prevent people from
entering the city of the living God. As this is a mat-

ter of knmenfe importance, the call to this bufinefs is

repeated,

* Deut. viii. 14.
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repeated. Endeavour to reform the worfhip and dis-

cipline of the Church from the abufes that have crept

into them ; and, by the miniftry of the word, accord-

ing to the commandment of the everlafting God,

make known to men the only way of falvation by

Jefus Chi ift, who conducts to the enjoyment of God.

~-Prepare you the way of the people, &-c. In the 40th
chapter, at the third verfe, of this prophecy, the order

was publifhed, * Prepare ye the way of the Lord,'

and now proclamation is made, Prepare the way of

tht? people. Let the facred truths and duties incul-

cated in the word of God be plainly fet before them,

fo that he that runs may read, and underftand them.

Take heed that there be no fchifms, herefies, difcords,

and emulations among the people entrufted to your

infpedion Lvery one may fee that this requifitioii

alludes to the reparation of a public road, that hath

fallen into decay, and become almoil impafiable, fo as

to require to be mended and put in order for the con-

venience of p uTengers. The words, therefore, muft

be underftood, as now explained, in their figurative

fenfe. It is added

—

Lift up ajlandardfor the people.

As a lignal for them to gather together with ex-

pedition, from all quarters ; let the ftandard of truth

be publicly dilpLyed, that they may enter by the

prepared way into the city of the Lord of Hofts,

wnere they ihall enjoy the mod valuable immuni-

ties.

11. Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto

the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter

of Zion, Behold thy falvation cometh ; Behold,

his reward // with him, and his work before

him.

The people of God, in times of affliction, having

been difperfed over the face of the earth, public inti-

mati n is ordered by Jehovah to be ^iven to the mod
Ailtam lands, that the deliverance of the Church was

at
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at hand—That they were to emerge out of the cala-

mities under which they had groaned, and to receive

ample rencompenfe for all the troubles they had
fuftained.

—

Say ye to the daughter ofZion, &-c. The
daughters of a city iignify, according to the Hebrew
idiom, the inhabitants who refi.de in it. The com-
mand imports, that the following comfortable in-

formation fhould be carried to the citizens of Zion
—Behold thy falvatlon cometh. Confider attentive-

ly the joyful tidings refpecting a glorious deliver-

ance, which Jehovah requires to be publifhed to

thofe who dwell in the moil remote regions of the

earth—Thy falvation is faft approaching, wherein

mercy and truth meet together, wherein righteoufnefs

and peace mutually embrace each other; deliverance

from evil, with every thing ncceflary to true happi-

nefs, is granted to all who humbly and thankfully

accept of them. The wifdom, power, and compaf-

fion of Jehovah, with his other attributes, are engaged
to effect this great falvation from enemies and evils,

and to put his peculiar people in the full pofTeflion of

the felicity and glory contained in his promifes. The
knowledge of this important benefit is gradually

extending over the world, the blefling itfelf is actually

conveyed to multitudes from day to day, whilft all

its interefts are progreffively advancing toward their

confummation.—Be it our chief concern, that, deeply

fenfible of our need of falvation, the gofpel, which
reveals it, may be the mean of bringing it nigh to

U3, of rendering us partakers of it, and fo become
the power of God to our falvation.

Behold his reward is with him, &c. The Lord
God, when he comes with falvation, will abundantly
recompenfe his faithful fervants, who, expecting his

appearance, patiently endured, on his account, many
trials and afflictions. He will not fail richly to remu-
nerate his chofen, and called, and faithful, by con-

ferring on them more intimate extenfive acquain-

tance with his truths and ways; by advancing their

fanctification, and by granting them larger meafures

of
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of peace and joy, with the lively hope of victory ani
triumph over their enemies. Having fpoken of this

fubject when treating of chap. xl. 10. 1 fhall not

enlarge.

—

And bis work before him. The Almighty
never fails to produce the effects he intends, and to

attain the ends he hath in view. He hath a full

view of the whole work that he executes, and of

every part whereof it is compofed, and is perfectly

acquainted with all the obftacles that lie in the way
of its accomplishment. He keeps continually in

view the rife, progrefs, and confummation of the

glorious work which, in due time, he will perfect,

and is ever ready to carry it forward in the mod
proper feaibn. He hath always in his eye the con-

version, fanctification, confolation, and prefervation

of his people, which he uniformly advances on all

occalions, until he conduct them to the complete

enjoyment of his prefence and glory.—Let thy work,

O Lord our God, appear unto us thy lervants, and
thy glory unto our children. For this end, let thy

beauty, favour, and grace, be upon us, and eftablifti

the work of our hands; blefs and profper us in our

Chriftian warfare, that lo we may be glad and rejoice

in thee all our days.

12. And they fhall call them, The holy-

people, the redeemed of the Lord: and thou

fhak be called, Sought out, a city not for-

faken.

When the ialvation of the Lord, and his rewTard, is

bellowed upon his Church, they become the jufi

objects of refpect and eiteem.

—

They pall be called a
holy people—Separated from the ungodly and profane,

cleanfed from impurity, adorned with Divine grace,

and appropriated to the fervice of God, who hath

called them to be holy as he is holy. In refemblance

to God in purity, confiils their Spiritual beauty and
glory, whereby shey are diftinguifhed from all other

people-.
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people, and do honour to their Father in heaven.
This is one of the peculiar defignations whereby they

fhall be known and acknowledged by the world
around them.

—

The redeemed of the Lord, that he
hath ranfomed from the ignominious (lavery wherein
they had been detained, the complicated mifery

in which they were involved, and the vain conver-

fation wherein they had indulged.—Not with cor*

ruptible things, fuch as (ilver and gold, but by the

precious blood of Chrift, as of a lamb without fpot

and blemifh. And by the out-ftretched arm of

Jehovah they were actually delivered from the hands

of their enemies, that they may ferve him in holine&

and righteoufnefs, and that he may be celebrated and
extolled as the author of their redemption.

—

Sought

out, a city not forfaken. The Church of God is

fpoken of, with great propriety, by the fimilitude of

a city, which contains a large number of inhabitants,

collected from different places, of various conditions,

among whom good order is maintained by wholefome
laws, and by whom important privileges are enjoyed.

In like manner, the Church, the city of the Lord of

hoits, contains an immenfe multitude of people,

gathered from north, fouth, eaft, and weft, whofe
circumftances are greatly deverfified, who are go-

verned by laws that are holy, juft, and good, blefled

with the ordinances and promifes ofthegofpel, and the

peculiar care of Providence.—This city is fought out,

and fearched for with great induftry, like that which
we bellow in inveiligating fome obfcure or difficult

matter. In times of affii&ion and perfecution, this

facred community had been negle&cd and overlook-

ed ; whereas, at the period to which this prophecy

looked forward, this city was to be inquired for by
many, with perfevering diligence, who were defirous

to participate in the felicity and glory to which the

people of God were advanced. Hence forward they

are allured that they (hall not be deferted by Jehovah
as in times paft, but continue to be favoured with his

protection, prefenee, and blefiing.—From this com-
bination
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bination of honourable epithets, beftowed on the

Church of God, we are taught how precious they are

in his fight, and how highly they ought to be re-

flected by all nations. The peculiar people of the

Moft High pofTefs internal, fpiritual excellence and
glory, in confequence of union to the Son of God,

and the participation of his righteoufnefs, prefence,

and Spirit, manifefted by cheerful obedience to the

will of God, and cordial fubmiffion to his difpenfa-

tions. Deeply feniible that the world is greatly in-

debted to their piety, prudence, probity, and prayers,

let us highly efteem them in love, on account of the

endowments and prerogatives wherewith it pleafes

God to honour them. Let us pray for the peace of

Jerufalem, and the profperity of them that love her.

Peace be within thy walls—becaufe of the houfe of

the Lord our God, 1 will feek thy good *..

Pfa!. cxxii. 6. ttfeq.

Vol. IV. a I PRELI-



C 434 ]

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

VI 7E proceed to the expofition of the fifth difcourfe,W contained in the fifth part of Ifaiah's prophe-

cies, which feems intended to explain and illuftrate

fome of the preceding predictions. Our prophet

having introduced the Son of God* , in the character

of a mighty hero, clothed with armour, going forth to

vindicate his Church from the power of their adver-

faries, and to inflict righteous vengeance on thofewho
had afflicted and oppreffed them. This triumph-

ant conqueror is here brought into view, returning

from victory, having his raiment flained with the

blood of his enemies, that he had vanquifhed in a fo-

reign land. The extraordinary appearance of this

great perfonage gave rife to enquiries concerning him,

and the reafons why he (hewed himfelf in a manner
fo very different from the afpect he afjumed on former

occaiions. To thefe queftions, fatisfying replies are

made in ver. i—6.——Ifaiah then proceeds to com-
memorate the ineftimable benefits, which God had

conferred of old on the pofterity of Ifrael, efpecially

the great deliverance wrought by the angel of the

Lord, when he refcued them from bondage in Egypt,

and conducted them in the way of falvation, ver. 7,

8. After which he reprefents the ungrateful be-

haviour of that people, in their obftinate rejection of

his counfels, whereby they grieved and provoked

him to become their enemy, ver. 9, 10. This is

followed with a graphical defcription of the miferable

ftate to which they were reduced, and the terrible

calamities they fuflained after the Moft High had
forfaken them, which are aggravated by contrafling

them with the favours they had enjoyed in ancient

times, ver. u— 14. At the remembrance of thefe

things, the upright fervants of God addrefs fervent

fupplications to the throne of grace, humbly requefl-

* Chap. lix. 16.
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ing that Jehovah would be pleafed to extend mercy
to them, and deliver them from under the preffure of

afflidion, for which they were encouraged to hope by
the contemplation of his glorious perfections, and the

confidence they repofed in his goodnefs, ver. 15, 16.

To their prayers are fubjoined earner! expostula-

tions, that the Almighty would interpofe for their

falvation, and humble acknowledgments, that the en-

ormous lins they had committed, were the caufes of

the fevere judgments whereof they complained, ver.

17—19.

CHAP. LX1II.

WHO is this that cometh from Edom,
with died garments from Bozrah ?

this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in

the greatnefs of his ftrength ? I that fpeak in

righteoufnefs, mighty to fave.

Ifaiah having exhibited to his contemplation, in a

prophetic virion, an illuftrious warrior, clothed with

armour, having his garments fprinkled with blood,

naturally enquires, Who is this ? I hefitate not to

reply, that this is the glorious perfonage who is cele-

brated in the book ofRevelation, by the auguft title of

the Word of God *, all whofe words, commands, and
actions, are accompanied with power; that this is he who
is called Faithful and True; andinrighteoufnefs he doth

judge and make war. He appeared to the apoftle John,

when he beheld him in vifion, having his eyes bright

and penetrating as a flame of fire ; on his head were

many crowns, intimating his large empire and nume-
rous conquefts ; he had alfo a name written that no

man

* Chap. xix. 13.
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man knew but he himfelf, in allufion probably to the

fublime defcriptions given of him in the prophetic

fcriptures. "When the beloved difciple faw him, he

was clothed in a vefture dipt in blood, indicating that

he is the perfon who voluntarily fubmitted to have

his blood fhed upon the crofs, where, by his irrefiftible

power, he triumphed over his enemies, and made ex-

piation for the fins of his people. He is farther de-

scribed by the apoitle; as treading the wine-prefs

of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty God, having

on his veflure and on his thigh a name written, King
of kings, and Lord of lords, fignifying his univer-

sal empire over all the potentates and princes that

are in the world.

The remarkable appearance of this magnanimous
conqueror attracted our prophet's attention and curi-

ofity, and rendered acquaintance with him, and the

arduous enterprife wherein he had been employed,

truly defirable. Similar enquiries refpecling this very

perfon were made on other occalions, as when he
afcended into the celeftial temple with immenfe pomp
and fplendor *. Who is this King of Glory ? faid the

admiring poet. To this queilion the anfwer is given,

The Lord ftrong and mighty, the Lord mighty in

battle. Ifaiah had been favoured with a view of the

Mefliah in his glory, fitting on his throne, high and
lifted up *(". He had feen him when, having no form

or comelinefs, he was defpifed and rejected of men, a

man of forrows and acquainted with grief J. And
now he contemplates him as a glorious viclor, return-

ing from the conqueft of his own and his people's

enemies. Struck with his dignified, martial afpect,

he afks,

Who is this that comethfrom Edom? Edom, or Idu-

mea, were the names of a country fituated to the

Southward of Judea, occupied by the pofterity of

Efau, who was alia called Edom, one of the fons of

Ifaac, and elder brother of Jacob.—Bozrah, which
fignifies a fortified city, was anciently the name of

the

* Pfah xxiy. 8, f Chap. vi. % Chap, liii. 2, 3.
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the metropolis of Edom. From thefe places, poffefled

by the inveterate enemies of the people of God, or

from fome country or city analogous to them, this

mighty conqueror was feen advancing. We have
been already informed % that the Lord had a facrifice

in Bozrah, and a great (laughter in the land of ldu-

mea, which was made either by- Nebuchadnezzar,

Cyrus, or Judas Maccabeus. Neither of thefe de-

valuations by the fword feem to be intended in this

prediction, which I fuppofe refers to fome dreadful

deftruetion effected, or that fhall be made, of the im-
placable adverfaries of the Church of God under the

New Teftament. If this remark be juft, Edom and
Bozrah are names which muft be figuratively under-

flood. In prophetic language, countries, cities, and
perfons, poffeffing the fame properties and characters,

have the lame defignations given them. Jerufalem

is called Sodom f , becaufe its inhabitants refembled

the Sodomites in wickednefs. Rome is fpoken of by
the name of Babylon J, on account of the remarkable

fimilarity of the iniquities that abounded in thefe

great cities, and the judgments threatened to be in-

flicted en them. The [vieiiiah h ;s given to him the

name of David, who was king of ifraei § , and an emi-

nent type of jefus Chrift. And, in the verfe before

us, Edom and Bozrah may denote the land and city

occupied by the obftinate, cruel enemies of the fer-

vants of God, of whom* the Mefliah is the Saviour, and
the avenger of the wrongs dene to them.

With dyed garments, &c. of a red, fcarlet, or crimfoa

colour, luch as princes, warriors, and generals were

accuilomed anciently to wear. The expreffion may
refer either to the purple military robe, which com-
manders of armies ufed to put on in the day of battle %

or to his clothes having been fprinkled with blood,

when he tread his enemies in his anger, and trampled

them in his fury.

—

Ibis that is glorious in bis adpareL

Th£

* Chap, xxxiv. 6, f Chap. i. tc.

% Rtv. xviii. i Pfat ixxxjx. 20,
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The drefs of this illuftrious conqueror correfponded
to his exalted character, and the hard work wherein
he was engaged, whilft it added luftre to his magni-
ficent appearance, He was not clothed in a foft

delicate habit, fuch as is worn by thofe who are in

kings' palaces; but in , raiment covered with blood,

fuch as is fuited to a hero returning from victory.—Travelling in the greatnefs of his Jlrength, which
continued umimpaired. He did not flee before his

enemies, as one intimidated at their formidable ap-

pearance; he did not retreat from the field of contefl,

like one enfeebled and difmayed by his adverfaries;

he did not feem exhaufted or ready to faint, after

having fuftained the fatigue of fevere conflict in the

day of vengeance; but he marched on his way trium-

phant, in folemn pomp and majefty, as became his

Iplendid character and noble achievement.—Anfwer
is returned in the following words to the preceding

queftions

:

I that /peak in righteoufnefs', and treat every fubject

of which I difcourfe with confummate rectitude and
equity. All that I fay may be depended on, as juft

and true, free from ambiguity and illufion. I always

fpeak from right principles, in a plain, perfpicuous

manner, free from every wrong bias; according to the

rules of righteoufnefs, faying neither more or lefs

than juftice demands, and is requifite to effect the

purpofes I have in view. The Hebrew word may
iignify, I announce, or fpeak concerning, righteoufnefs

and falvation, which of all topics are the moil im-

portant, and the moil necefiary to be inculcated on

thofe who, having deferted the interefls of truth and
equity, endeavour to fupport the caufe of falfehood

and iniquity. Compare what 1 do with what i have

fpoken, and you will find that my actions verify my
words, and that the truths I have uttered juftiry

what 1 do.—This article reminds us of the excellence

of his doctrine, the equity of his laws, the juftice of

his threatenings, and the faithfulnefs of his promifes,

which claim our veneration and efteem.—Mighty to

fave*
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fave. The Son of God is infinitely able to refcue his

people from all the dangers, calamities, and enemies,

whereby they are diftrefied; whatever difficulties

may be in the way, however great the opposition he

may have to encounter. He is fully fufficient to

deliver them from all the evils, temporal and fpirit-

ual, whereby they are befet ; and, by his providence

and grace, to recover them to a (late of fafety and

comfort. He is able to fave to the uttermoft all that

come unto God through him, to fet them free from

the bondage of corruption, the artifices of their ad-

verfaries, and to exalt them to felicity and glory.

The many living evidences of this comfortable truth,

with thofe recorded in Scripture, clearly demonftrate

its unqueftionable certainty.—The illuftrious perfon,

who here fpeaks, fuppofes that by thefe peculiar

chara&eriftics he may be eafily known, indeed,

Chriftians, who believe the record of God, cannot

jufily doubt that this is the Son of the Higheft, the

Word and Wifdom of God, the Angel of his prefence,

to whom is committed the defence and falvation of

his Church, who always prevails over their enemies.

—

Commit yourfelves then, brethren, to the care of this

mighty saviour, to the conduct of this Captain of

Salvation; repofe your confidence on the omnipotent

arm of this glorious Conqueror, that he may render

you in all things more than conquerors, allured tha-:

he can preferve you from every evil work, to his

heavenly kingdom.

2. "Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel,

and thy garments like him that treadeth in

the wine-fat \

Our prophet, being fully fatisfied with refpect to

the perfon about whom he inquired, afks farther why
his clothes were ail over flained with blood. 1 with

to know with whom thou waft contending in battle,

what caufe thou hait been engaged in maintaining,

and
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and whofe ftrength thou haft brought down to the

earth. One of thy majeftic countenance, of thy
ftately mien and martial appearance, deeply tinged

with blood, mud have been employed in executing

forne great enterprize. I humbly entreat to be

gratified as to thefe matters—-When furprized at

what we obferve or hear refpe&ing this mighty One,
let us, after the example of lfaiah, have recourfe to

him that fpeaks in righteoufnefs for the folution of

difficulties, convinced that what at firfl: mayieem dis-

paraging to his dignity, when underftood, fball afford

rich difplays of his glory.

3. I have trodden the wine-prefs alone, and
of the people there was none with me: fori
will tread them in mine anger, and trample

them in my fury, and their blood fhall be
fprinkled upon my garments, and I will (lain

all my raiment.

Such is his amiable condefcenfion and grace, who
is mighty to fave, that he declines not to anfwer the

inquiries of his fervants as to the reafons of his ap-

pearances and difpenfations. This reply is given in

figurative language, correfponding to the terms in

which the queftions were aflced.—/ have trodden the

wine-prefs alone. The magnificent delineation of

Divine vengeance is exprefTed by imagery taken from
the wine-prefs, wherein grapes are bruifed, by means
of their being tread by thofe who are employed in

this work. By this fhrong figure, is fignificaiitly

reprefented the triumph of the Son of God over all

oppofition, and the complete overthrow of his own
and his people's adverfaries. Clutters of ripe grapes,

that are red, put into the prefs, where they are broken
and deprived of their juice, exhibit an image, in this

defcription, of the cruel, bloody perfecutors of the

difciples of Jefus Chrift, that being fitted for diftruc-

tion,



Ver. 3. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 441

tion. are cart into the wine pre fs of the wrath of God *V
which is accompanied with a copious effufion of their

blood. This expreflive figure is introduced, Rev.
xix. 15. to intimate the dreadful de variation of the

objects of Divine vengeance. The Lord, ftrong in

battle, having been engaged in punifhing his adverfa-

ries, his garments were covered with blood, {o that he
feemed as one that had been treading the wine fat.—

1

The victory from which he was returning, he obtained

purely by his own omnipotence, having not received

from the people, whole wrongs he had been aven-

ging, the lead affiftance. Being weak, helplefs, and
overwhelmed with perplexing fears, they were inca-

pacitated to give him any aid or fupport in the work
he had effected. Indeed he did not need their help,

being himfelf fully fufHcient for the conqueft he had
accomplifhed.

For I will tread them in mine anger . This illustri-

ous perfonage fpeaks not of his victory in dubious
terms, but aiTerts, in plain language, id a dignified

and decifive manner, his determined refolution.

Juitly incenfed at the objects of his difpleafure, and
having them fully in his eye, he frays not to delineate

their character and conduct, but announces his fixed

purpofe of executing righteous vengeance upon
them. The expreflions he ufes are eafy to be under-
(tood, and clearly intimate his certain, glorious tri-

umph over his enemies, and their utter deitruction.

—

r

1 will tread them in mine anger as the mire of the

ftreets ; I will trample them in my fury, which none
can withftand, and of which none knoweth the

power. In my wrath and indignation 1 will confume
them with irrefiitibie force, lo that neither tears nor
entreaties (hall allay my dread uifpleafure.

—

And their

blood Jhall befpritikled on myg afmerits, ^uch ihail be
the terrible conflict, tnat it lhail be attended with a
copious effufion ot their blood who have contended
with me in proof of which my raiment ihall br all

over ttained with their blood (hed in battle. Though
Vol. IV. 3 K tne

* Re?, xir. iyt
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the enemies of the Son of God may for a time make
themfelves drunk with the blood of his faints, in their

turn they fhall have put into their hand the cup of

the wrath of God, poured forth without mixture.

Their blood fhall be profufely fpilt by the moft

Mighty, when he girds his fword upon his thigh, with

his glory and majefty, and in his majefty rides profpe-

roufly, becaufe of meeknefs, truth, and righteoufnefs,

to avenge the blood of them that were flain for the

word of God, on them that dwell on the earth.

4. For the day of vengeance is in mine
heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.

The groimds are fpecified on which the preceding

declaration is founded.—The day of vengeance de-

notes the time that God hath fixed in his purpofe, for

inflicting righteous judgment on the enemies of his

Church, Notwithstanding that appointed feafon may
feem to human view to be long of coming, it fhall

come and fhall not tarry. Delayed juft vengeance
(hall be executed at the determined period, in confe-

quence whereof the voice of thankfgiving fhall be
heard, faying, * We give thee thanks, O Lord God
* Almighty, who art, and waft, and art to come, be-
* caufe thou haft taken to thee thy great power, and
* haft reigned. And the nations were angry, and
* thy wrath is come—that thou fhouldeft deftroy them
* who deftroy the earth *,' This day of recompenfe

is faid to be in the Redeemer's heart, fo as that he
could not poflibly forget it, or neglect to perform the

work to which it was appropriated. Being deeply

imprefled on his mind, he kept it fully in his eye,

as a period wherein he was engaged to avenge the

wrongs done to his fervants.

—

And the year of my re-

deemed is come. Asa year was fixed lor the deliver-

ance of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, and 3

time fpecified wherein the Jews were freed from cap-

tivity

* Rey. xi. 17, 180
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tivity in Babylon, fo a year is appointed for the deli-

verance of the Church, under the New Teftament,

from oppreflion and perfecution. This period is em-
phatically denominated the year of the Meffiah's

redeemed. Of this expected feafon, the Son of God
fpeaks with peculiar fatisfa&ion, and of the intimate

relation wherein his people ftand, connected with him
as his redeemed. Though thefe words were delivered

in the prophetic ftyle long before the period deftined

for their accompliihment, yet, to fignify the perfect

certainty and fpeedy approach of the events they de-

fcribe, they are fpoken of as if they had already hap-

pened.—Senfible that the day of vengeance on the

enemies of the Church, and the year of the redeemed

are intimately connected, let us fervently pray, that

thefe great events, which are in the Redeemer's heart,

may be fpeedily fulfilled. Such mould be our firm

faith in his word of truth, concerning the promifed

deliverance of his people, and the overthrow of their

adverfaries, that we ought to look forward with hope

and joy to the happy time wherein they fhall be ve-

rified.

5. And I looked, and there was none to help;

and I wondered that there was none to uphold:

therefore mine own arm brought falvation un-

to me, and my fury, it upheld me.

Thefe words of the great Meffiah were ufed on a

{imilar occalion, in chap. lix. 16. To what was then

faid in their illustration I fhall add but little. A per-

fon of a brave, heroic fpirit, when about to make a

generous attempt in favour of thofe who were fub-

jected to calamities and dangers, is naturally difpofed

to look around him for fome to join in the difficult

work he intends to effect. If none, or very few, are

difpofed to contribute affiftance in the execution of

his defign, it affords juft ground of the furprife here

exprtffed. In allufion to this circumftance, the

mighty
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mighty Redeemer is exhibited, wondering that there

were few, if any, pofttfiing courage and intrepidity to

join their efforts with him againft the foes of his king-

dom, to plead the caufe of the oppreffed, to fapport

and carry forward the arduous achievement. Far,

however, from being difcouraged or intimidated on
this account, he immediately adds

—

'Therefore mine

own arm brought fahation. When every refuge

failed, his all-mighty hand and holy arm gained him
the victory over thofe who were inimical to his empire,

whilft he accomplithed the deliverance of his people.

By thefe illuftrious acts, his Divine power and grace

were glorioufly dilplayed, and falvation was wrought

for thofe with whom he is fo nearly connected, and

for whom he hath fuch a (hong affection, that he

fpeaks as if the deliverance had come to himfelf.—

»

Slnd myfury it upheld me. My juft difpleafure and in-

dignation at the hoitile attempts made againft my
honour and intereft, prompted me, with vigour and

fortitude, to vindicate my fervants from oppreffion,

and to execute upon their adverfaries righteous ven-

geance. 1 he Almighty Saviour is the patron of the

injured and opprefled ; he will maintain their caufe,

and in due time refcue them out of all their trou-

bles, whilit thofe who affiicled them mall fuffer

proportionably to their deferts.

6. And I will tread down the people in mine
anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and
I will bring down their flrengh to the earth.

The glorious Redeemer declares his determined

purpole to fubdue the adveriaries of his kingdom,

and to ^o forth conquering every power adverfe to

tht piofperity <f his iubjecls. In proof of his entire

cenqueft, of the utter inability of his foes to make
any tfle&ual refinance, and of the ignominy and

conumpt wherewith they (hall be treated, he de-

clares he will tiead them down. In manifold in-

flances



Ver. 6. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 445

fiances hath he triumphed over thofe who have acted

in oppolition to the interefts of his people. He fmote

^reat nations, and flew mighty kings for their fake
;

fome of whom were in height like the cedar, and

ftrong as the oak; he deilroyed their fruit from

above, and their roots from beneath. Once and

again he announces his fixed refolution, that though

fortified by many important advantages, he wTould

trample them under his feet

—

And make them drunk,

&c. The difordered mind and i'enfes of a drunken
man, the natural effects of intoxication, afford a pro-

per reprefentation of the difturbed, infatuated judge-

ment of thofe who are milled by folly and deceit.

To this miferable condition, wherein deprived of un-
derstanding and ftrength, they (hail be utterly inca-

pable of making any refinance, doth this triumphant

conqueror declare that his enemies (hall be reduced.

To this low and defpicable (late they (hall be brought

down in his anger and fury, which are repeatedly

mentioned in this paifage of hcripture, intimating

that he would puniih them in the dreadful fiercenefs

of his wrath. As he is a fun and (hield to enlighten and
protect his people, fo he is a confuming fire to de-

stroy the wicked ; as he is very gracious to his fer-

vants, fo he is very terrible to his implacable ad-

verfaries, whom he will tear in pieces, when there

ihall be none to deliver.

And I will bring down their Jlrength to the earth.

He who fpeaketh in righteouinefs declares, that how-
ever formidable thofe who oppofed him appeared, he
would dived them of whatsoever conftituted their

power and glory, and lay them low, even in the duft.

Like blaited fruits, that are blown down to the
ground by a violent tempeft, they (hould be deprived

of every fupport, and be reduced to a mean and
contemptible condition.—The judicious Calvin, the

learned Vitringa, with other commentators, confider

this portion of prophecy as relating to fome terrible

judgment, which the avenger of the v-rongs done to

the Church of God (hall inflict on their enemies and
perfecutors*
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perfecutors. The late Bifhop of London fays, in his

notes on lfaiah, page 266, that there are prophecies,

which intimate a great (laughter of the enemies of

God and his people, which remain to be fulfilled, as

thofe in Ezekiel 38th chapter, and in the -20th chap-

ter of the Revelation, and that this prophecy of

lfaiah may refer to the fame, or the like event. The
order of thefe prophecies, and the feries of events to

which they refer, feem to indicate, that the execu-

tion of the judgment here denounced is (till future,

and therefore prudence requires to leave their ac-

compliihment more fully to explain them. In the

mean time, 1 only obferve, that the forcible images

which embellifh this defcription clearly (hew, that

the threatened deli ruction fhall be great and dread-

ful, fuch as the boldeh: figures cannot fully repre-

fent.

7. IT I Will mention the loving kindnefles of
the Lord, and the praifes of the Lord, accord-

ing to all that the Lord hath bellowed on us,

and the great goodnefs towards the houfe of
Ifrael, which he hath bellowed on them, ac-

cording to his mercies, and according to the

multitude of his loving-kindnelTes.

Our prophet, having explained and illuftrated the

prediction contained in chap. lix. 16. et feq. proceeds

to expound and amplify the prophecy delivered in

the 20th verfe of that chapter, relating to a more
extenlive converiion of the Jewifh people than in

ancient times. For this purpofe, he comes forward,

in name of the pcllerity of Abraham, happily brought

to repentance and faith in the Meffiah, presenting

before God penitent acknowledgements and fervent

^applications fuited to their circumftances. He be-

gins by expre fling his firm determination of extolling

Jehovah for the iignal benefits which he had confer-

red upon them.—I will mention, or, as the Hebrew
word
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word denotes, I will call to remembrance, and thank-

fully commemorate the loving-kindneffefs of the

Lord, the many precious bleffings flowing from his

free favour and fuperabounding grace, which he hath

beftowed on our nation. 1 will efpecialy celebrate,

with gratitude, the wonderful deliverances which, on
various memorable occalions, he hath wrought for

them, that afford ample ground of admiration and

praife. Thefe fruits of the Divine benignity, where-

by his infinite excellencies have been illuftrioufly

difplayed, are indeed worthy of being faithfully

recorded and retained in affectionate remembrance,

as rich manifeftations of his good will and peculiar

kindnefs.—The mercies with which the Lord God
hath crowned us, my brethren, are very great. Ref-

pecting this prefent life, he hath given us all things

richly to enjoy, he hath liberally furnilhed us with

every thing necelTary, and abundantly more than we
deferve. And as to that which is to come, he hath

granted us the means of attaining it, to wrhich he

hath annexed the promife of his prefence and bleffing.

Thefe ineftimable favours ought never to be forgot-

ten, but fhould be frequently recollected with praife

and thankfgiving.

And the praifes of the Lord. Bleffing, thankfgiving,

and praife, i apprehend, are fometimes ufed in Scrip-

ture as fynonymous terms, and fome times a certain

diilindion feems to be intended. Bleffing lefpecls

the benefits received ; thankfgiving the expected

returns of gratitude ; and praife the celebration of the

glorious perfections of Jehovah, difplayed in the good

things he beftows. In this fenfe of the word, the

perfon here fpeaking refolves to extol the Divine

attributes, more anciently and more recently exhibit-

ed by the benefits and deliverances beftowed on the

pofterity of Ifrael.

—

According to all that the Lord
hath be/lowed, &c. lfaiah, iolicitous, as every one

ought to be, that the praifes he offered to God, in the

name of his people, might correfpond in fome good

meafure to the mercies received, refolves to magnify

Jehovah
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Jehovah in a manner fuited to theif number and
excellence. For this end he is concerned to have
his mind deeply imprefTed with their worth and im-
portance, and diligently to improve them for promot-
ing faith, love, and obedience to God, determined
that the more the loving kindnefs of the Lord was
vifible in them, the larger mould be the expreflions

ofgratitude.

—

And the great goodnefs toward the houfe

of Ifrael, &c. By this expreffion, which is of frnilar

import with the preceding one, our prophet fhcws,

that he was exceedingly delirous that his praifes might
be fuited to the kindneffefs received from God, not

only by his contemporaries and himfelf ; but that they
might accord with the manifold favours conferred in

every age on the houfe of ifrael.-—>n this, as in many
other inftances, he exhibits a laudable example, which
we (hould carefully imitate. We ought to celebrate

the praifes of Jehovah, not only for perfonal benefits,

but for thofe we enjoy in our focial capacities, and
for the Divine goodnefs (hewn to the Church and
kingdom wherein we refide, both in the prefent and
in pan. generations.

According to his mercies, &c. The diftinguiihing

bleffings and privileges whereby the lfraelites weie
enriched and felicitated, are juftly denominated mer-
cies, becaufe they relieved them from the miferies

wherein they were involved. They arefpoken of under

the name of loving kiiKineffefs, to intimate that they

flowed from the generous companion and unbounded
liberality of God. They are mentioned in the plural,

to indicate their vait variety and rich abundance, and
that they ferved to .eiieve, at different times, the

necefRtles of innumerable multitudes. Both expref-

fions may be confidtred as including all the temporal

and fpiritual benefits and privileges that they en-

joyed, among whk h were the following : The Lord
God cbofe them from among all other nations, to be

his pecuiiai people, the objects of his love and care.

He early interpofed for their deliverance from bon-

dage, and brought them into liberty and a wealthy

place.
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place. He formed them into a nation; he protected

them by his providence; he promulgated for them
the moll falutary laws ; he honoured them with the

fymbols of his Divine prefence ; he fupported tnem
with bread from heaven, and water from the rock ;

he gave them power to vanquilh their enemies ; he

placed among them the throne of his glory ; he com.
mitted to their cuftody the facred oracles ; he eftab-

lifhed his worfhip among them ; he conducted them
by his good Spirit, and led them to inherit the good

land promifed to their fathers ; whilft, by his fervants

the prophets, he taught them the way of life and fal*

vation, which, in the fulnefs of time, was to be made
manifeft by the great MelTiah. All thefe, and other

prerogatives, he bellowed upon them in great mercy
and unmerited kindnefs, as Mofes of old initructed

them * With them let us join in celebrating his

praifes, whofe mercies endure for ever, whofe grace

faileth never. Let us extol his effential attributes,

and magnify him for their exertion in his wonderful

works done in behalf of his people.

8. For he faid, Surely they are my people,

children that will not lie : fo he was their

faviour.

The bleffed God is introduced fpeaking after the

manner of men, who fay, that Ihall certainly happen,

wmich may be reafonably expected to take place ac-

cording to the nature of things. Jehovah, to whom
all things are perfectly known from tne beginning to

the end, who foretold, by his iervant Mofes and
the prophets, the future, perfidious conduct of the

lfraelites, perfectly knew that they would deal deceit-

fully with him, an i that they would prove unftedtaft

in his covenant. .Notwithltanding he is here repre-

fented anticipating what he had jult ground to look

for, namely, that the highly-favoured polterity of

Abraham would not deal unfaithfully with him.

Vol. IV. 3 L After

* Deut. ?ii. 6, 7.
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After being enriched by him with the moft import-

ant bleffings, and honoured with many ineftimable

privileges, he had good reafon to fay, Surely my peo-

ple will not lie. Thofe who are my children, that I

have nourifhed and brought up, who are peculiarly

indebted to me for manifold mercies, who are bound
to my fervice by the ftrongeft ties, muft be invio-

lably attached to me and my worfhip. Other na-

tions are very averfe to leave off the fervice of the

gods of their fathers, though they never did them
any good, furely then, my people, who have avouched
tne to be their God, and that i have adopted for my
children, and always treated with paternal arTe&ion,

will not bely their folemn profeffion, nor deal perfi.

diouily with me ! The conclufion is natural and
juft, and muft have been verified, had they not, by
their treachery and wickednefs, countera&ed the

order of things, and burft afunder the powerful obli-

gations they were brought under to the Almighty.

So he was their Saviour, from the hard bondage

wherein they were detained in the land of Egypt—-^

from the many imminent dangers to which they were

,expofed,at the red fea and in the howling wildernefs

—from the powerful enemies whereby they were dif-

treffed, and in their extremity he always refcued them
from ruin. He was their faviour from captivity at

Babylon, by railing up a powerful prince, who, by
royal proclamation, granted them liberty to return to

their own land, and -to enjoy the privileges whereof

they had been long deprived. And in the fulnefs of

time, according to his promife, he fent to them the

IVIeiiiah, to blefs them, jn turning them from their

iniquities; that, being delivered from the hands of

their enemies, they might ferve him without fear in

holinefs and rlghteoufnefs. This great falvation, this

mod wonderful difplay of God's great goodnefs, was
anciently foretold, and prefigured by the temporal de-

liverances which he wrought for them under the

Judges and Kings, who prehded over them.—Bleffed

be the Lord God of Ifrael, who hath become the Sa-

viour,
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viouf not only of the Jews, but alfo of finners of the

Gentiles. Let us admire his aftonifhing grace, let

us diligently attend to the nature of this falvation,

and thankfully accept of the offers made of it to us

in the gofpel. Neglect not, I befeech you, this pre-

cious comprehenlive benefit, whereby innumerable

multitudes are refcued from ignominious fervitude,

and the jaws of deftruction ; and formed to the nobleit

fentiments, exalted to the molt fublime fervices, and
to the enjoyment of the higheft honour and felicity.

9. 11 In all their affliction he was afflicted,

and the angel of his prefence faved them : in

his love and in his pity he redeemed them,
and he bare them, and carried them all the

days of old.

In thefe words, the benevolent difpolition and ten-

der affection of God toward his people is exprelfed in

very ftrong terms. Notwithftanding the poflerity of

Ifrael were the objects of his fpecial regard and pecu-

liar care, yet by their manifold, atrocious tranfgref-

fions, they were frequently reduced to the moll

pinching ftraits. On account of their murmurings,
they were overthrown in the wildernefs ; becaufe

they tempted God in the defert, they were deftroyed

of ferpents ; becaufe they did evil in the light of the

Lord, he fold them into the hands of the king of

Mefopotamia ; becaufe they followed other gods and
ferved them, the Lord ilrengthened againft them the

Moabites, the Ammonites, and the Amalakites ; be-

caufe they ceafed not from their evil doings and their

ftubborn way, the Lord fold them into the hand of
the king of Canaan ; and they were greatly diftreffed

by the Midianites and the Phililtines. The confum-
mate righteoufnefs of Jehovah did not permit fuch

high provocations to pafs without fevere chaftife-

ments : yet in all thefe, and their other afflictions,

the Molt High is faid to have been afflicted. The
exprefHon



452 LECTURES on the Chap. LXIIL

expreflion ftronglv intimates the near relation in which
be flood connected with them, his tender companion
toward them, and his deep concern for their welfare

in all their troubles. It alfo indicates his conftant

readinefs to relieve them from their dillrefTes on
every proper occafion, after the end was effe&ed for

which they were lent. In all the afflictions of Ifrael,

fnch were the kind companions of God, who pofTefTes

power and inclination to help and deliver his people,

as far as compatible with the infinite perfections of his

nature, that he is reprefented as feeling for them,
and ready to embrace the earlieft opportunity of ref-

cuing them from evil.—How refrefhing the confola-

tion contained in the words we have been confider-

ing—how reviving the thought to the people of God,
when in trouble, that they have the pity and fympa-
thy of an omnipotent friend, who commiferates the

affli&ed in all their fufferings and forrow's !

And the angel of his prefencefaved them . From this

defignation it is evident, that the illuftrious perfon

here mentioned, to whom is attributed the falvation

and fupport of ifrael, muft in fome fenfe be diftincl

from Jehovah, whofe meffenger he is, whilft the ope-

rations afcribed to him plainly mew, that he is pof-

fefled of the perfections of Deity, which the follow-

ing circumtlances fully confirm. The Lord God
being determined to bring forth the children of Ifrael

from fervitude in Egypt, the angel of the Lord ap-

peared in a flame of fire, out of the midft of a bum, to

Mofes, whom he appointed to be their leader, and
faid, * i am the God of thy fathers *,' &c. The per-

fon who refcued the ifraelites from bondage was the

angel of God, who went before the camp of Ifrael, in

the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night j\ And after the promulgation of the law

from mount Sinai, Jehovah informed that people,

Exod. xxiii; 20. 4 Behold I fend an angel before
1 thee/ &c. ' This is he, (faid the firft Chriftian

* martyr Stephen) who fpake to Mofes at mount
* Sinai,.

* *Exod. iii. 2. \ Exod. xiv. 19, 20*
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• Sinai, and to our fathers, who received the lively

* oracles to give unto us *.' Of him Ifaiah faith, that

he faved the people of Ifrael from the dangers, evils,

and enemies wherewith they were encompalfed.

—

That in his love and pity he redeemed them from the

miferable condition to which they were reduced.

When almoft ready to periih, through the cruel hard-

(hips they fuftained, he brought them forth from the

furnace of affliction, and refcued them from the ter-

rible calamities whereby they were oppreffcd. In-

deed their falvation could not have proceeded from
any other fource than his love and pity, who re-

deemed their great progenitor, the patriarch Jacob.

from all evil f . To the fame angel mould be aicribed

the praife of the redemption of his pofterity, who h
the Son of God, infinitely fuperior to all the other

angels, the Redeemer, and the avenger of the Church,
the Light, the Holy One of Ifrael, their Saviour and
Lord, who, under the new oeconomy of grace, k cal-

led * the Brightneis of the Father's glory t.'~—The
fame caufes which operated to erTecl: their redemp-
tion, ftill induce him to bellow deliverance on \m
chofen people, and to confer upon us all the mercies

we receive. Let the redeemed of the Lord lay fc,

whom he hath refcued from the hand of the enemy,
and led forth by the right way, that they might go
to a city of habitation §.

He bar€ them, and carried them all the days of old.

When ready to be overborne and prefied down by
the grievous calamities chey fuftained, incapable of

fupporting themfelves, and greatly in need of his

friendly aid, he ltepped in to their relief. He fuf-

tained them in their ieveral exigencies ; he fupported
their minds ; he put ftrength into them, whereby
they were upheld and kept from fainting.

—

He car-

tied tfem. This expreffion may be conftdered as an
advance on the former, and may denote, that he not
only fuftained them, but fortified their minds and

comforted
* Afts, vii. 38. f Gen. Ixviii. 16.

J Heo, i. 3. j Pfal. cvit. 2, 7.
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comforted their hearts under their fufferings and for-

rows, thereby giving them remarkable proofs of his~

kindnefs and care, which are thus celebrated by
Mofes * :

4 The Lord your God, wh6 goeth before
4 you, he fhall fight for you,' &-c.—-Are there not

fome of you, my hearers, who have enjoyed this high

privilege? What then fhall you render unto the

Lord for the difplays of his love, care, and faithful-

nefs ? In humble dependence on his grace, act with

vigour in his fervice, and labour to abound in every

good work, to the glory of God your Saviour.

10. 1[ But they rebelled, and vexed his holy

fpirit : therefore he was turned to be their

enemy, and\iz fought againft them.-

The ungrateful conduct of the Ifraelites, for the

important benefits they received from God, with the

ievere punifhment which they fullered on that ac-

count, is here defcribed in ftrong terms. Inftead of

being thankful and obedient to their liberal benefac-

tor, they were moil undutiful and rebellious, accor-

ding to the teftimony of Mofes and the prophets.

How explicit the charge brought againft them by
their leader and legiflator, in thefe words, ' Remem-
4 ber, and forget not how thou provokedft the Lord
* thy God to wrath in the wildernefs : from the day
4 that thou didft depart out of the land of Egypt, un*
* til ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious
4 againft the Lord *.* When the Lord God fent his

fervant Ezekiel to fpeak unto them, he told him, * I
* fend thee to the children of Ifrael, to a rebellious

* nation, that hath rebelled againft me -{•.' They were
uniformly hard-hearted, and obftinately perfifted in

the moft enormous tranfgreffions. At three different

periods, however, did they more grievoufly revolt

from God, and acted in daring oppofition to his autho-

rity ; namely, in the days of Mofes, who thus addreffed

them,

* Dcut. L 30, 31. f Deut. ix. 7. % Ezek. ii. 3.
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them :
* You have been rebellious againft the Lord

* from the day that I knew you V Their conduct

in this refpect became again mod notorious in the

period prior to the captivity at Babylon, when they

mocked the meffengers of God, defpifed his words, and

mifufed his prophets, as it is written +. Nor was
their behaviour lefs criminal at the time the gofpel

was publifhed by Jefus Chrift and his apoftles, and

there was a large effufion of the Holy Ghoft; for

then they put away from them the word of God, and

judged themfelves unworthy of everlafting life J. By
thus acting in direct oppofition to the will of God

Ibey vexed his holy Spirit, who in the Old Tefta-

ment is called the Spirit of Jehovah, the good Spirit

of God, the Spirit of grace, and by feveral other names,

in reference to his fpecial agency, and the effects he

produces. His peculiar work is to foretel, by his

fervants, future events relative to the Church, as he
did of old by Moles and the prophets ; and to demon-
strate, by infalible iigns and wonders, the truths which
he reveals to thofe who are infpired by him. In

accomplishing the falvation of men, he. convinces

them of fin ; he enlightens their minds ; he purifies

their hearts; he elevates their affections to divine ob-
jects; he reflrains them from evil, and furniihes them
for the practice of that which is good ; he endows
with knowledge, wifdom, love, and confidence ; and
adminiflers comfort to the afflicted and dejected.

This holy Spirit was given to the children of ifrael,

under the former ceconomy, that he might infiruct

them, as was acknowledged by good Nehemiah §.

Far from cherifhing his benign influence, and fub-

mitting to his falutary in it ructions, they vexed and
grieved him. The expreflion alludes to the uneafi-

nefs and forrow felt by a kind friend, when he ob-
serves his counfels and admonitions rejected by thofe

in whom he is deeply interefted. In reference to

this well known circumftance, our prophet affirms,

that the holy Spirit was grieved by the poiterity of

Abraham,
* Deut. vii. 24. f 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.

J Adts xiii. 46. j Chap. ix. 2®.
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Abraham, who were ungrateful for his benefits, who
ftubbornly refitted his authority, and, by obftinate

impenitence, infidelity, and difobedience, rejected his

convictions and counfels. To this odious conduct
they were fhamefully addicted. Notwithstanding

they few his works, and received his mercies, they
grieved him forty years in the defart. Afterward,
when the Lord God teflified againft them by his

Spirit, they would not give ear *. The fame heavy
charge, brought againft them by Ifaiah, was renewed
by Stephen before his death, who thusaccufed them:
• Ye iThT-necked and uncircumcifed in heart and ears,
4 ye do always refill the Holy Ghoft; as vour fathers

* did, fo do ye j-.'—Beware of grieving the Holy
Spirit, either by omiifion of duty or commiflion ot fin.

Take heed that you counteract not his gracious in-

fluence, who is a Spirit of light and love, of holinefs

and confolation, and fo provoke him to- depart from

you. Liften to his kind fuggeftions, his faithful

admonitions, and falutary inftructions, who intends,

by his various operations, to refine you from the

drofs of corruption, and to torm you into the Divine

refemblance.

Therefore he was turned to he their enemy, &c. This

tremendous judgment was inflicted on the defcendants

of ifrael, for their having vexed the Holy Spirit. He
who in former times had acted toward them as a kind

friend, was fo highly difpleafed at their contemptuous

conduct, that he deferred them, and deprived them
of thofe important benefits wherewith they had been

favoured. He withdraw the Divine light that had

fhone upon th' m, and left them under the power of

darknefs, in bli'ndnefs of mind and hardnefs of heart.

He made rheni hear, in place of the word of life and
falvation, terrible denunciations of dreadful calamities,

and made his judgments to go forth as the light. He
WJthl eld from them his reviving, ftrengthening, and

Comforting communications, and nattered, their minds

to be filled with conileiiiation and terror, fo that, as

Mofes

* Nch. ix. 30. f Atfs vii. 51.
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Mofes foretold, they fhould be afraid at the fhaking

of a leaf*.

—

And hefought agalnjl them; as he had
predicted, he heaped mifchiefs upon them, and fpent

his arrows upon them f . Thus was verified the

awful threatening which the Lord God denounced
againft them by iftjs fervant Jeremiah, in thefe words:
' And I myfelf will fight againft them with an out-
6 ftretched hand and ftrong arm, even in anger, and
• in fury, and in great wrath t— Alarmed by thefe

dreadful denunciations of the Almighty, let us avoid,

with the utmoft vigilance, every thing that might in

any meafure incur thefe miferies that befel the Jewifh

people, at the feveral periods to which 1 have already

referred.

ii. Then he remembered the days of old,

Mofes and his people
yfaying, Where is he that

brought them up out of the fea y
with the fhep-

herd of his flock? where is he that put his holy

fpirit within him ?

The merciful interpolations of Jehovah in behalf

of the children of Ifrael, and the diftinguifhing favours

which he conferred upon them, are here brought into

view. Commentators are divided in opinion refpec-

ting the perfon fpoken of, fome attributing the words

to God, who is mentioned in the preceding verfe

;

others afcribing them to the houfe ofIfrael, on whom
the Lord had bellowed manifold mercies, ver. 7.

—

As the matter is involved in obfcurity and uncer-

tainty, I fhall conlider the words before us as ex-

preffed by both parties, that you may adopt either of

the fentiments that feem to you mod agreeable to

the defign of the infpired writer. View them firft as

proceeding from God. Then, at the time the Holy
Spirit turned to be the enemy of Ifrael, who had long

vexed him, he called to mind days of old, wherein he

bare and carried them, the declarations of mercy he

Vol. IV. 3 M publifhed

* Lev. *xvi. 36, f Deut. xxxii. 23. % Jer, xxi. 5.
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publifhed by his fervant Mofes ; how he tenderly re-

garded his people under the afflictions wherewith he

vifited them ; and how, in the midft of deferved

wrath, mercy was always intermixed. The recol-

lection of thefe circumftances, which he kept fully in

view, induced him to fpare them, and to mitigate

their calamities. The very reafons, on account of

which he might have increafed and continued their

miferies, are converted into arguments for difplaying

the riches of his forbearance and mercy. Thus mercy
rejoiceth again ft judgment.—Confider the words be-

fore us as uttered by the houie of Ifrael, who for long

time had been forfaken by the Spirit of God. Then,

when thus abandoned, they are introduced as an in-

dividual deeply affected with his deplorable condition

—Remembering the days of old, wherein, notwith-

Handing many great provocations, God's fervant

Mofes, and the people entrufted to his care, were

fafely brought out from oppreffion and bondage, they

were greatly encouraged. Though they frequently

incurred the Divine difpleafure, and were feverely

puniihed for their tranfgreffions, yet God fpared

them, and did not execute upon them all the fierce-

nefs of his wrath. Recollecting the days of old, and

the great deliverances which God wrought for their

fathers ; that God himfelf is unchangeably the fame

;

and that his tender mercies fail not ; each of the truly

penitent was to comfort himfelf. In this view, the

conduct of Ifrael is highly worthy of our imitation,

and the refolution of the royal Prophet very proper

to be adopted. ' I will remember the years of the
* right hand of the Mod High, 1 will remember the

* works of the Lord, furely 1 will remember thy won-
* dersof old*.'

IVJiere is he that brought them out of the fea. The
perfon enquired for can be no other than the

Lord God, who alone could perform the works here

mentioned. Our prophet, in name of the penitent

Jews, calling to mind the great goodnefs of Jehovah
toward

• Pfal. lxxvii. xo, II.
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toward their nation in time pad, is earneftly defirous

that, in their prefent forlorn circumftances, the fruits

of his loving-kindnefs might be renewed. He there-

fore enquires, with folicitude, Where is he that ref-

cued our fathers from the perilous circumftances

wherein they were involved at the Red Sea, that led

them on fafely under the conduct of thofe he ap-

pointed to be their guides, and enriched them with

the moft fubftantial benefits ? Six of them are fpeci-

fied in this and the three following verfes

—

ift, Where
is that glorious, omnipotent Jehovah, who brought
them up out of the fea. This wonderful interpolation

of the Almighty, which is frequently celebrated in

Scripture, is exprefsly afcribed to him by his fervant

Jofhua, in his pathetic addrefs to the lfraelites before

his death. * For the Lord our God is he that brought
• us up out of the land of Egypt, from the houfe of
• bondage, and who did thofe great figns in our fight,

' and preferved us in all the way wherein we went,
• among all the people through whom we patted *.

—

With theJhepherd ofhis flock. At the period wherein

God wrought this mighty deliverance, the pofterity

of Jacob are fpoken of as a flock, on account of their

weak and defencelefs condition amid the enemies

whereby they were encompalfed, and becaufe of tneir

pronenefs to wander and go aftray from God. In-

deed, fuch was the deftitute circumftances to which
they were reduced, that had he not been pleafed to

protect, to conduct, and to provide for them, they

muft have perifhed. Mofes was the (hepherd to

whofe care they were committed, according to what
is- written in Pfal Ixxxvii. 20. where the kindnefs of

Jehovah toward that people is celebrated in thefe

words :
' Thou leddeft thy people like a flock, by the

• hand of Mofes and Aaron.'—Grant, blefTed God,
that we, who are alfo the iheep of thy pafture, may
enjoy the fame important privileges wherewith they
were favoured. Be thou ever with us in every ftage

of our journey through life, until, having by thy
grace

* Chap. xxiy. 17.
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grace furmounted the difficulties that lie in the way,

and fupported by thy providence, we arrive at the

land of everlafting reft, to enjoy thy prefence and
glory for ever.—sdly, Where is he that put bis holy

/pit it within him. This expreffion may probably re-

iate to the remarkable tranfa&ion recorded Numb. xi.

1 6, 17. where God promifed to take of the fpirit

which was upon Mofes, and to put it upon the elders

of Ifrael. The precious donation of the Holy Spirit,

which is the fruit of his diftinguiihing love and fa-

vour, he beftows upon his peculiar people, whereby
they are difcriminated from the world around them.
The bleflings of providence are conferred promifcu-
oufly upon the children of men, whilft this inefti-

mable benefit is referved for the objects of his fpecial

regard. By putting within the men of Ifrael th^

fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, they were ena-

bled to attain the knowledge of his will ; by giving

them the Spirit of grace and fupplication, he aliiftecl

their devotions ; by his counfel and direction, they
were conducted into the pofieffion of the land pro-

mifed to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. He furnifhed

Mofes and Aaron, the elders, and no doubt many of

the Levites, with gifts and graces requifke for the

performance of the various fervices incumbent upon
them. He raifed up many eminent prophets and
teachers, who foretold future events, and inftructed

the people in the worfhip and law of the Lord.

It was therefore natural for the pofterity of that

highly-favoured nation, on returning to the Lord,
early to enquire after him who brought up their pro-

genitors from the fea, and honoured them with the

ineftimable bleffing of his Holy Spirit.—This invalu-

able benefit, which God gracioufly imparted to fome
of our fathers, we ought to be folicitous, by fervent

prayer, to obtain from the Father of Mercies.

r 2. That led them by the right hand ofMofes
with his glorious arm, dividing the water be-

fore



Ver. 12. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 4<5i

fore them, to make himfelf an everlafting

name?

Two more memorable inftances of the Divine

goodnefs toward the houfe of Ifrael are mentioned in

thefe words. Mofes, as we have heard, was the per-

fon employed by Jehovah to lead his people through

the fea and the howling wildernefs, and he is faid to

have conducted them by his right hand, wherein he

held the pafloral rod, by which the omnipotence of

Jehovah was exerted in punifhing the Egyptians, in

dividing the red fea, and in performing, for their be-

nefit, the mod ftupendous miracles.

—

With his glorious

arm dividing the water before them. By this expref-

lion is intended the Angel of God's prefence, who is

the great Power of God, by whom he executes his

gracious purpofes refpecting his Church, and by
whom he delivered the lfraelites from cruel bondage.

This is he who preceded the camp of Ifrael, and who,
like a good fnepherd, guided, defended, and fup-

ported them. This is he who fought their battles,

who vanquished their enemies, and thruft them out

from before them, whofe everlafting arms were un-
derneath them, and who rode on the heaven to their

help*.—The aflonifhing event to which our prophet.

refers, that was effected by the glorious arm of Jeho-
vah, and by the right hand of Mofes, is defcribed

Exod. xiv. 21, 22, The King of Egypt, who derived

considerable advantages from the iervice of the lf-

raelites, was determined not to let them go, and long

perfifted in his refolution to detain them, until the Al-
mighty, by a great miracle, opened a paifage through
the fea for his people, wherein Pharaoh and his holt

were drowned.

—

To make himfelfan everlafting name.
The wonderful interpofitions of Jehovah in behalf of

the children of Ifrael were intended to difplay his

honour and glory, that he might acquire renown and
praife over the world, throughout all ages. * For

5 this purpofe he raifed up Pharaoh, that he might
4 (hew

* Deut, xxxiii. 26, 2J,
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4 fnew in him his power, and that his name might be
* declared throughout all the earth *.* Accordingly,
Rahab told the fpies. fent by Jofhua into the land of
Canaan, that the inhabitants of the country had
heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea
for them, when they came out of Egypt, and what
they did to the kings of the Amorites f. And by
recording thefe memorable tranfactions in his holy
word, that is committed to his Church, gathered from
among all nations, the knowledge of them is trans-

mitted to every fubfequent generation. Thus hath
God made to himfelf an everlafting name, and mani-
fested his mercy, power, and faithfulnefs, by the
falvation of his peculiar people.—* Help us, O God
4 of our falvation, for the glory of thy name, and de-
* liver us, and purge away our (ins, for thy name's
4 fake.'

13. That led them through the deep, as an
horfe m the wildernels, that they fhould not
ftumble ?

The Divine goodnefs toward the houfe of Ifrael, is

celebrated on account of another remarkable circum-
flance, that delerves attention. It feems highly pro-

bable, that the Lord God not only divided the lea,

that they might pafs through in fafety, but that he
alfo rendered its bottom dry and firm, fo that men,
women and children, with their baggage, might eafily

snd fpeedily walk over the deep channel which was
occupied by the fea. '1 he royal Pfalmiif, therefore,

when recounting the wonders which God wrought
for their falvation § particularly mentions, that * the
4 Lord rebuked the Red bea, and it was dried up; fo
4 he led them through the deeps as through the wil-
4 dernefs.' He conducted them in perfect fecurity to

the oppofite fhore, along an untrodden path, as if it

had been a public road wherein palfengers were

accuftomed
* Exod. ix. 1 (). -f Jofh. ii. 10.

\ Fial. Ixxix. 9, § Pfal. cvi. 9.



Ver. 13. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 463

accuftomed to travel.

—

As a horfe in the wildemejs,

&c. that is conftantly apt to go afide from the right

way. requires to be guided, or led, by his matter or

keeper; fo, by the direction of Jehovah, they went on

firm ground, that did not yield to their feet, without

flipping or fatigue, and were kept from turning into

dangerous by-paths.

14. As a beaft goeth down into the valley,

the fpirit of the Lord caufed him to reil : fo

did it thou lead thy people, to make thyfelf a

glorious name.

Our prophet completes the enumeration of the

fignal benefits which the Lord God bellowed on his

peculiar people in times of old.—The fubject is iluf-

trated by a comparifon which requires little explana-

tion. As an animal purlued by fome rapacious

creatures, feeks for iafety and reft in fome fequeftrated

valley or low ground, where he may be free from

thofe by whom he was chafed and endangered—fo

the Spirit of Jehovah, who was the counfellor and
guide of the pofterity of Jacob, caufed them to de-

fcend into the deep valley, which had been covered

by the fea, that by this means they might efcape

from their enemies, and arrive, under his conduct, at

a place of fafety, liberty, and tranquillity. And, ever

attentive to relieve their weaknefles, and to fupply

their wants in their journey thither, he always pointed

out the moft proper times and ftations, wherein they

might have reft and freedom from annoyance.

—

So

didji thou lead thy people. Thus did the great Shep-
herd of ifrael conduct them, like a flock, through the

deeps of the fea and delerts of Arabia, until he
brought them into the good land he had promifed

unto their fathers.

—

To make thyfelf a glorious name.
The expreffion is nearly of the fame import with that

which occurred in the 12th verfe. An everlaiting

name is a glorious name, and a glorious name mult be

everiaiting.
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everlafting. Matters of the higheft importance,

wherein one is deeply interefted, and as to the fuccefs

of which he is folicitous, are in many cafes repeated,

as in the inftance before us. The chief defign of God,
in conferring on the Ifraelites the favours that hath

been mentioned, was, to exhibit illuftrious difplays of

his Divine attributes ; to magnify the riches of his

mercy ; to (hew his omnipotence infinitely fuperior

to all oppofition ; and to manifeft his unchangeable

veracity by the fulfilment of his promifes, notwith-

Handing the feemingly infurmountable difficulties

that lay in the way of their accomplifhment.

In this manner did lfaiah, in his own name and in

the name of his countrymen brought to repentance

and faith in the Meffiah, commemorate the kindnefTes

of Jehovah toward their progenitors. He called

to grateful remembrance the bleflings of Divine
goodnefs, wherewith the poilerity of Abraham had
been favoured, and celebrated the perfections and
glory of Jehovah, difplayed in the deliverances that

he wrought for them. He contrafted the mercies

which they had received in times pad, with the mife-

ries of their condition at the period to which he looked

forward ; he laid open the fources of hope and com-
fort ; and invefligated the caufes which contributed

to bring down upon them the wrath of Jehovah in

the latter days. From the time wherein they were
emancipated from bondage in Egypt, they wrere per-

verfe, difobedient, and rebellious, notwithftanding the

Moft High did great things for them, whereof they

had reafon to be glad and rejoice. But after having

committed the atrocious, capital crime of crucifying

the Prince of Life, and put away from them the wrord

of God, they remain blinded by ignorance of the way
of falvation, and hardened through obftinacy and im-

penitence :
J
Even to this day the vail is upon their

* heart ; neverthelefs, when they fhall turn to the
4 Lord, the vail fhall be taken away V

15. IF Look
* 2 Cor. iii. 15, 16.
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15. ^1 Look down from heaven, and behold
from the habitation of thy holinefs and of thy

glory : where is thy zeal and thy ftrength, the

founding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies

towards me ? are they retrained ?

Fervent fupplications are prefented to God, that

he would be pleated to iiuerpofe in behalf of the

miferable pofterity of lfrael.

—

Look downfrom heaven,

thy holy and glorious habitation, called by the prophet

Ezekiel, the place of the glory of the Lord *;' by
Jefus Chrift, * his Father's houfe f j* and by the

apollle of the Gentiles, * the third heaven J
,' * From

1 thence the Lord looketh down, and beholdeth all the
4 fons of men $.' There the anchor of our hope is

fixed, and the minds of the faints are directed in all

their prayers and praifes. From this celeftial refidence

Jehovah is entreated to look down on his degenerate

people in pity and tender compallion, as he looked

in mercy on their fathers of old, when groaning un-
der affliction and bondage, and he came down to de-

liver them. Behold them difperfed and diitreffed

among the nations, and be graciouilv pleafed to come
for their relief, aiTd command deliverance for Jacob,
fo mall they (hew forth thy praifes to ail generations,

—in all our addreffes to God, who dwelleth on high,

let us remember that he is in heaven and we upon
earth, and therefore our words ought to be few and
well ordered. He is highly exalted above all in re-

fpec~t of dignity and glory, he poilefles infinite ability

to grant our requefts, to iupply our wants, and to pu-
nifli our prefumption. This conlideration, joined

with a deep fenfe of our iniignificance and unworthi-

nefs, ought to chenih humility and iowlinefs oi mind,,

efpecially when we come before his throne with our

fupplications.

Where is thy zeal P Where is thy intenfe defire of
manifefting the glory of thy comurnmate exceilen-

Vol. iV. 3 N cies,

* Chap. iii. 12. f John xiv. 2.

$ 2 Cor. xii. 2. j JPfal. xxxui. 13.
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cies, in thy merciful difpenfations toward thy once

beloved people ? Where are now the proofs of that

ardent affedtion, which were formerly exhibited by
the wonders thou didft work for advancing their fafe-

ty and welfare ?

—

Where is thyflrength, whereby thou

didft fubdue the people under thee, defeated their

powerful enemies, and fhewedft thyfelf ftrong in fe-

curing their interefts in fpite of all opppolition, fo as to

acquire a glorious name?

—

Thefounding of thy bowels.

The expreffion hath an obvious reference to the fen-

fations of pity and fympathy, which good people feel

for thofe who are in diftrefs. Where is thy tender

affeclion and paternal folicitude toward thy people

in affliction, which thou didft choofe for thine inheri-

tance, and that thou didft admit into covenant with

thee. Remember, we befeech thee, the kindnefs of

their youth, the wonders thou haft wrought in their

behalf; remember Abraham thy friend, and lfrael

thy fervant, and extend thy companion to their pof-

terity in forlorn circumftances.

—

And thy mercies to-

ward me, which have been many, great, and feafon-

able, whereby I have often been relieved from the

miferies wherein I have been involved.

—

Are they re-

Jlrained P Though the expreffions of thy grace and
favour have been withheld, thou, O Lord, art the

fame; thy zeal is not diminfhed; thy omnipotence
is not impaired ; thy companions are not failed ; but in

thy juft difpleafure thou haft fhut up thy tender mer-
cies. ' Return, we entreat thee, O God of Hofts;
8 look down from heaven, and behold and viiit this

* vine, and the vineyard which thy right hand hath
• planted *.'

1 6. Doubtlefs thou art our father, though
Abraham be ignorant of us, and lfrael ac-

knowledge us not; thou, O Lord, art our
father, our redeemer, thy name is from ever-

lafting.

The
* Pfal. Ixxx. 14, 15.
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The preceding requeft is urged, by an argument
taken from the intimate relations wherein the pofte-

rity of lfrael ftand to the blefTed God. Moft cer-

tainly, fay they, thou art our father, and we are thy

offspring, to whom -thou haft given life, and breath,

and all things. Thou art our father, who haft adopted

us into thy family, and dignified us with the endear-

ing character of children, having acknowledged, ' I
4 am a father to lfrael, and lfrael is my full-born*;' and

again, ' ye are the children of the Lord your God f
.'

To this agree the words of the apoftle Paul, Rom.
ix. 4. where he affirms, that ' to lfrael pertaineth the
4 adoption,' whereby they were inflated in all the

relations, rights, and privileges, of children born in

the family. Far from being amiable, and pofleffing

real worth and merit, they were foolifh, perverfe, and
difobedient ; confequently, the honour and the im-

munities to which they were admitted, proceeded

from the fovereign mercy and grace of Jehovah.

Though Abraham he ignorant of us. The names of

only two of the renowned patriarchs are mentioned,

namely, of Abraham the friend of God, and of lfrael,

who as a prince had power with God and prevailed,

Ifaac, who was the father of Efau as well as of Jacob,

being omitted. Thofe who are named, may be con-

fidered as including the other celebrated progenitors

of the Jewifh nation. Concerning them it is fup-

poled, that they are ignorant of their pofterity ; that

they acknowledge them not. I (hall not enter into

the controverfy, whether or not the faints in paradife

are acquainted with the ftate of the Church on earth,

a fubjecl: which requires too much time for me at

prefent to difcufs. 1 only remark, that the inter-

courfe between heaven and earth is intimate and
conftant ; that in the celeftial world, that which is in

part is done away, and that which is perfect is com-
menced ; and the fpirits of juft men, being made per-

ect, know even as they are known. 1 prefume not,

however, to fay how far the knowledge of the hea-
venly inhabitants extends. The expreffion before us

feems
* Jer. xxxi. 9. f Deut, xiv. 1

.
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feems to fignify no more, than that the patriarchs

mentioned did not poffefs, in the feparate Hate, fuch

acquaintance with the condition of their pofterity as

they experienced when they were here on earth

—

That Abraham and Ifrael, with their ancestors of the

greater!; celebrity, did not know their degenerate

children, who were addreifing God from the depths

of their diftrefs, by refemblance to them in temper
and practice, nor did they feel for their defendants
the fame paternal affection and folicitude that they

had for them when in this world.—Convinced, then,

of the vanity of all human help, and declaiming de-

pendence on ourfelves, let us, after the example here

recorded, have recouvfe to our Father in heaven, and
earneilly implore his grade js aid, who encourages us

to prefer before him our requefts, with the pleating

expectation that he Will anfwer our prayers.

Thou, Lord, art our Father, &c. The fupplicants

whole prayer is before us, claim connection with Je-
hovah as their parent and redeemer, and exprefs en-

tire dependence on him for falvation. Renouncing
all confidence in the merits of our progenitors, who
were dear in thy fight, and all reliance on our own
performances, we entreat that thou who art merciful

and gracious, for the fake of the great Meffiah, wilt

refcue us from the calamitous Mate, in which for long

time we have continued—We beg, that by kind in-

terpofition in our behalf, thou wilt manifeft thyfelf to

be our father and redeemer, in the higher! and molt

important fenfe of the words.

—

Thy name isfrom ever-

la/ling. Thy glorious excellencies are eternal and
immutable, like thy feif, and from the beginning

they have been difphtyed hi behalf of thy peculiar

people. We therefore truft, that they fhall farther

be exerted in our favour in fubfequent generations.

—

If God be your father, my friends, you will honour,

love, and obey him ; and you will enjoy comfortable

accefs to him under this endearing relation, who per-

fectly knows what things you have need of, and who
is able to do for you beyond what you can aik. or

think.
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think. You are brethren to his only begotten Son
;

' for, (faith hej whofoever fhall do- the will of my
* Father, who is in heaven, the fame is my brother and
* lifter *.'

17. If O Lord, why haft thou made us to

err from thy ways ? and hardened our heart

from thy fear? Return for thy fervants fake,

the tribes of thine inheritance.

Supplication for mercy is urged by another argu-

ment, taken from the awful fpiritual judgments,

which the Jewiih nation hath long fuftained. The
converts from among the people candidly own, that

they had long perfifted in a grievous error, and that

their hearts had been hardened through the deceit-

fulnefs of fin, whereby they were alienated from the

fear of God. By the ways of God, from which they

had erred, may be meant either his ways toward

them, or their conduct toward him. The acknow-
ledgment may include both fenfes. They had devi-

ated from God's ways in principle and in practice.

They had milinterpreted, becauie they did not un-

derftand, the difpenfations of his providence and
grace ; they had formed wrong and perverfe fenti-

ments refpeding facred truths, and the falvation of

finners by the Median. They had alfo fallen into

egregious miftakes with regard to the precepts of

the Divine law, made known for the obedience of

faith. Of thefe right ways of the Lord, they had re-

tained injurious apprehenfions, from them they had
widely departed, and had greatly violated them as

the rule ofjudgment and action.

And hardened our heart from thy fear. The fear

of God is fometimes ufed in Scripture in a more limit-

ed, and fometimes in a more extenlive fenfe. It may
here denote that holy, reverential awe of the infinite

majeity of God, which ariies from juft appreheriiions

of

* Mat. xii. SS-
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of his fupreme excellence and fovereign dominion; a

deep fenfe of human depravity and guilt; and of our

obligations to yield to him the homage and obedience

he juflly demands. This gracious difpoiition, which
God puts into the hearts of his people, forms an

eflential ingredient in the character of the fervants

of the Moil High; and in Scripture it fometimes
expreffes the whole of true godlinefs, comprifing all

thofe dutiful regards due to God.—From this fear,

theperibns engaged in prayer complain, that their heart

was hardened. Through ignorance of Divine truths,

incredulity, foolifli prejudices, perverle difpofitions,

and carnal affections, their hearts had become fo ob-

durate, that they refilled the means employed to

make falutary impreffions on their minds. The com-
mands, the promifes, the predictions, and threatenings

which ought to have formed them into a proper

temper, produced no better effect than to render them
more infenfible, and more inflexible.—They expoitu-

late with God why he had made them to err, and
hardened their hearts. The inflicting thefe awful

judgments they afcribe to the Lord God, who, in the

facred oracles, is faid to do what he does not hinder

from being done by others. A firiking inftance of the

truth of this remark occurs Ezek. xiv. 9. where God
faith, ' If the prophet be deceived when he hath
* fpoken any thing, 1 the Lord have deceived that
* prophet.' I fuppofe the expreffion intimates, I have
not preierved him from being deluded, but have
allowed him to follow the imaginations of his own
heart, whereby he hath been led affray. In like

manner, the words before us may import, that God
had permitted the Jewiifi people, as the juft punish-

ment of their tranfgrfiions, to follow the devices of

their own evil hearts; that he allowed the god of this

world to impofe upon them, and that he withheld

from them the forfeited fupplies of his grace ; in con-

fluence whereof they refilled the truths of God;
they perverted his ways, and remained deflitute of

filial reverence for his authority. The penitent

among
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among them, who had obferved and felt thefe Divine

judgments, enquire why the Lord God, merciful and
gracious, had fuffered them to continue fo long in

error and obduracy. The atrocity of the crimes they

had committed, the righteoufnefs and faithfulnefs

of Jehovah in accomplfhing his predictions, may be
affigned, in connection with other things, as the reafons

of this awful difpenfation.

Return for thyfcrvants fake, &c, After having long

fuftained many grievous calamities, as the juit punifh-

ment of their iins, they implore that the Lord God of

Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, would, in great mercy,

beflow upon them renewed proofs of his favour and
loving kindnefs. They earneftly entreat that he would
return from his fierce anger, which hath been long

kindled againfl them ; that he would reftrain the

terrible judgments they have fuffered for ages pad;
that he would vifit them with his fweet mercies, and
reverfe their deplorable condition.—In effect, they
plead in the words of Mofes, Deut. xxxii. 36. • The
* Lord fhall judge his people, and repent himfelf for
* his fervants, when he feeth that their power is gone,
4 and none fliut up or left.'—For thy fervants fake,

whom thou haft fet apart for thyfelf, that they may
ferve thee in holinefs and righteoufnefs, becaufe of

thy intereft in them and their fubjection to thee.

—

The tribes of thine inheritance, the pofterity of the
twelve families, into which the children of lfrael were
divided. We entreat that their defcendants may re-

joice and be felicitated with the bleffed fruits ariling

from their early appropriation to thy fervice, and their

deftination to poffeis the benefits promifed to their

fathers, who were honoured with the defignations of
thy heritage, thy portion, and thy peculiar treafure.

18. The people of thy holinefs have pofTefTed

it but a little while: our adverfaries have trod-

den down thy fanftuary.

Gracious
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Gracious audience and anfrver to the requefls pre-

fented to God is entreated, by the coniideration or the

fliort fpace they had poiT iTed the land appointed to

he their inheritance. The pollerity of Abraham,

who were confecrated to the fervice of Jehovah, and

denominated a holy nation, are doubtleis the people

here intended. They held the poirefTion of Canaan

but for a little while, in companfon of the long time

they have been exiled from that country. Though
Jofliua, the fon of Nun, conducted them thither,

exterminated many of the inhabitants, and divided

by lot that good land among the tribes of lfrael, yet

they did not enjoy it undifturbed until the reign of

David their king. Under his goverment, they fub-

dued all the nations from the river of Egypt unto the

great river Euphrates, and conquered all that exten-

live region. Not long after Solomon, the Son of

David, mounted the throne of lfrael, troubles began

to arife, and in a little time the Lord cut them ihort,

and fent into captivity tnofe who inhabited the land

fituated beyond Jordan **. afterward, 1 iglath Filezer

fubdued thofe that dwelt in the northern parts of the
A land and carried them captive to AiTyriat. , In a

fliort time the kingdom of Judah was vanquished,

and great numbers were carried captives to Baby-
lon, from whence many of them never returned.

From all which circumftances the truth and juftice

of what is here faid plainly appears.

Our adverfaries have- trodden down thy SanEluary.

The fanctuary may either denote the temple built on
mount Zion, to the honour of Jehovah, which hath
'this delignation given to it, 2 Chron. xxix. 8.—Or
it may iignify the land of Canaan at large, which
bears this name in the fong of triumph, recorded
Exod. xv. 17. !n both fenfes, what is here affirmed

is certain. Thofe -.vho were adverfe to the peace
- and profperity of the poiterity of lfrael, have not
only deftro^ed and buried in ruins the facred edi-

fice, erected for the woifliip of the Lord God at

Jerufalem,
* 2 Kings x. 32. f 2 Kings xv. 29.
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Jerufalem, but they have debafed the ordinances in-

ftituted among them ; and reduced themfelves to great

mifery and contempt, polluting, by idolatry and wick-
ednefs, the land promifed to their fathers. Hence
the mournful complaint of the afflicted Church, when
bewailing the alienation of their inheritance, the pro-

fanation of God's fanctuary, and the defoiation of the

beloved city. ' They have cad fire into thy fanctu-
4 ary, they have defiled the dwelling-place of thy
* name, calling it to the ground.'—' When we repre-
1 fent in our prayers, (faith the pious Dr Home,
* commenting on Pfal. lxxix. 1.) the fuflerings and
* humiliation of the Church, we take an effectual
1 method of wakening the compaflion, and recalling
' the favour of heaven. Every redeemed foul is the
' inheritance, the temple, and the city of God.
* When fin enters and takes pofTeffion, the inherit-

* ance is alienated, the temple defiled, the city defo*
* lated.'

19. We are thine, thou never bareft rule

over them, they were not called by thy name.

The diftinguilhing privileges wherewith the child-

ren of lfrael had been favoured, are adduced as an-

other argument, whereby they entreat that God
would regard their fupplications. We are thine, O
Lord, not only by creation, but by redemption ; thou

gaveft men for us, and people for our life. We are

thine alfo by profeffion, having folemnly avouched

thee to be our God, and devoted ourfelves to thy fer-

vice. We are therefore encouraged to fupplicate,

that thou wilt in mercy regard our prayers, and refcue

us from the deplorable circumftances wherein we
have long remained.-—Thou never barejl rule over

them. Thou haft not exercifed that paternal autho-

rity over other nations, nor afforded them that kind

protection which we have experienced in times paft.

Or the words may intimate, We are become as thole

Vol. IV. 3 O over
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over whom thou never didft bear rule, being dif-

perfed, neglected, and defpifed.

—

They were not called

by thy name. The defcendants of Abraham and
Jacob, under the former ceconomy, were honoured
with the appellations of the people, the fervants, and
children of God, and by thefe defignations they were
diflinguifhed from all the nations of the earth. The
expreffion may alfo import, that as God's name was
not called upon them, fo they called not on his name,
but lived without him in the world. We therefore

look up to thee, (fay they) for that relief and deliver-

ance which thou haft taught thy people to expect,

and that we hope thou wilt in mercy bellow.—The
intimate relation fublifting between God and his pe-

culiar people, fuggefls ftrong encouragement in their

fupplications at the throne of grace. The Lord God
is more ready to give good things to them that afk

him than earthly parents are to give to their children.

They may be poor, niggardly, or hard-hearted;

whereas the treafures of our heavenly Father are in-

exhauftible, his liberality is unbounded, and his com-
panions never fail; We are thine, we are called by
thy name, and we call upon thy name, earneftly re-

quefting that we may be faved, according to thy
word, to the praife of thy glory.

PRELI-
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

THE portion of our prophet's fifth difcourfe,

which is now to be confidered, exhibits, in

ftrcng colours, the peculiar care ofDivine providence,

manifefted toward great part of the Jewifh nation.

Fervent fupplications are prefented to Jehovah, that

he would appear glorioufly for their falvation, and
gratify the expe&ations of mercy and favour, which
they were taught to cherifh under the new oeconomy
of grace, ver. i—4. They next proceed to vindi-

cate the ways of God, to acknowledge their fins and
miferies ; and, renouncing dependence on themfelves,

they take encouragement from the contemplation of
the Divine goodnefs, ver. 5

—

y.- After which they
deprecate the wrath of God, whereof they had felt

the dreadful effeds, humbly imploring his tender

compafiion may be extended toward them, ver. 8, 9.
The chapter concludes with a forrowful lamen-

tation, and complaint of the calamities they had
long fuftained, which are followed with an earneft

entreaty, that God would extricate them from their

affliclions, ver. 10— 12.

CHAP.
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CHAP. LXiV.

OH that thou wouldft rent the heavens, that

thouwouldft come down, that the moun-
tains might flow down at thy prefence.

In the requefts which are here prefented to God,

lie is confidered as a great and powerful monarch, re-

liding amid ineffable fplendor and glory, having the

heavens for his throne, from whence he is entreated

to defcend, that he may illuflrioufly difplay his Di-

vine excellencies in the falvation of his people. In

other places of Scripture he is addreiYed in fimilar

figurative language*, taken from the memorable
condefcending exertions of his power and providence,

manifelied when he delivered his people from bon-

dage in Egypt, and publifhed his law from mount
Sinai. Thefe actions, which pofTefs a confpicuous

place in the hiftory of the Hebrews, wrere accounted

by them the mod fplendid and magnificent exhibi-

tions of grace and omnipotence, and to them there-

fore they frequently allude, indeed, the imagery

borrowed from thefe illuftrious events is fo grand and
fublime, that the human mind cannot conceive any
thing more noble and dignified, in reference, then,

to thefe wonderful appearances of Jehovah, he is re-

quelled to inflict righteous judgment on the enemies

of his people, and to appear in his glory for their de-

liverance. The prayer, dictated in allufion to the

tremendous fcene exhibited on mount hinai, exprenes

intenfe dtfires, that the Lord God omnipotent would
manifeft his gracious prefence among them, and dif-

play his Divine perfections in their favour—That he

would demonftrate his power and glory, by fuch pro-

vidential difpenfations as might furmount every ob~

flacle that lay in the way of their falvation, and af-

ford them vifible proofs of his gracious regard.

That
* As in Pfal. xviii. 7, 8. and xcvii. 5.
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That the mountains might flow, &c. At the awful
folemnity to which this addrefs alludes, the earth

trembled, the hills melted like wax, the heavens
were covered with blacknefs, the lightnings flamed,

the thunders roared, and the more dreadful voice of

the Lord God was heard. To this memorable appearance
of the Divine Majefty, the infpired writers refer in

divers places of the Old Teftament. lnftances oc-

cur*, where the hills are faid to have melted as wax
at the prefence of the Lord of the whole earth. Our
prophet, forefeeing the very calamitous (late to which
the pofterity of Ifrael were to be reduced, entreats, in

their name, that the Almighty would manifelt his

favour toward them, by limilar wonderful interpofi-

tions of his providence to thofe exhibited of old at

Sinai—That thereby the greateft obftru&ions, and
the mod formidable oppofition, ariling either from in-

ternal or external caufes, to their reftoration, might
be removed, and clear demonftration given that Je-
hovah is their friend and protector.

2. As when the melting fire burnetii, the fire

caufeth the waters to boil, to make thy name
known to thine adverlaries, that the nations

may tremble at thy prefence.

The effe&s of the requefted gracious interpolation

of Jehovah are illuftrated by a well-known fimilitude.

A ttrong fire,kindled for melting of metals by its vehe-

ment heat, that they maybe feparated from the drofs

with which they are intermixed, and formed into a new
fhape, or for making the waters placed over it to boil,

and to excite in them a great commotion, yields an in-

ftruclive emblem of the benefits requefted from God.
As a great fire, by its intenfe heat, foftens and liqui-

fies the metals thrown into it, purifies them from

refufe, and renders them eafy to be formed into any

mould— as the heat of the fire caufes a conliderable

agitation

* Micah i. 3, 4. Hab. iii. 3, 4.
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agitation in the waters fet over it, we entreat, O Lord,

that thou, by thy providence and grace, wilt fo foften,

purify, and bring us into conformity to thy holy

will, that thou wilt raife among our enemies fuch

commotions, as may alter their difpofitions toward us,

and open the way for vindicating us from their

power and influence.

—

To make thy name known, &-c.

The fupplicants here fpecify fome important ends

that might be attained by the anfwer of their prayers,
' namely, that the glorious attributes of Jehovah would

be thereby illuftrioufly manifefted. By this argument
the Church frequently urges gracious audience and
anfwer to their fupplications, as in Ffalm cxliii. n.
and in Jer. x. 21.

—

That the nations may tremble at

thy prefence. That thofe who have been adverfe to

our interefts, and adled toward us in a cruel oppreffive

manner, may be conftrained to acknowledge that

God is with us of a truth, and be filled with awe and

dread on beholding the remarkable difplays of his

adorable providence, in his marvellous grace toward

us, and his juft difpleafure at our enemies—That, in

confequence thereof, the kingdoms of the earth may
ling forth the honour of his name, and make his praife

glorious, who is terrible in his works, and through

the greatnefs of whofe power his enemies fhall fubmit

themfelves *.

3. When thou didft terrible things which we
looked not for, thou cameft down, the moun-
tains flowed down at thy prefence.

Thefe words obvioufly refer to the fame tremen-

dous exhibition of the glorious majefty of God, to

which there is allufion in the preceding verfes. He
wrought wonders in the fields of Zoan, and inflicted

on the Egyptians thofe dreadful plagues, whereby he

punifhed them, and wrought aftonifhing deliverance

for his people lfrael. He divided the fea, and open-

ed

* Pfal. Jxvi. 2, 3*
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ed for them a fafe pafTage into the land promifed to

their fathers, whilft he overthrew Pharaoh and all

his hofts in the great deep. He afterward defcended

on mount Sinai, from whence he promulgated his law

with auguft pomp and grandeur, fo that the moun-
tains are faid to have flowed down at his prefence.

Thefe memorable events, with the many unexpected

deliverances he wrought for them, are recollected, in

order to ilrengthen faith and hope in the mercy and

omnipotence of Jehovah, who was entreated to exert

himfelf again as in days of old*

4. For fince the beginning of the world, men

have not heard, nor perceived by the ear,

neither hath the eye feen, O God, befides

thee, what he hath prepared for him that wait-

eth for him.

Gracious regard to the prayer here prefented

to God, is urged by another argument, taken from

the future more glorious manifeftations of Divine

grace and power expected to be enjoyed. The fup-

plicants exprefs their perfuafion, that Jehovah would

do for them things greater and more illuftrious than

he had ever performed in times pad ; and that he

would make known to them the falvation accomplifh-

ed by the Median, wherein the glory of the Lord is

revealed. The apoftle of the Gentiles, in his firffc

letter to the Church of God at Corinth, cites the words

before us, with fome variation, to (hew the fuperior

excellence of the mylterious wifdom manifeft in the

gofpel of Ghrift, (which proceeds directly from God,

and is ordained to the glory of the faints) above the

wifdom of this world.—And that the wifdom, which
cometh from above, far furpafTes human ability to

devife and underfland it aright, unlefs revealed by the

Spirit ofGod.

—

Forjince the beginning ofthe world, when
God created all things by the Word of his power, and

formed man upon the face of the earth, in no period, and
in
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in no portion of this globe, have men heard, perceived,

or feen the glorious things which God hath in referve

for his peculiar people. They could never have been
difcovered, and communicated to mankind by means
of their external fenfes, nor could they have been con-

trived and difclofed, as the apoftle Paul declares, by
their intellectual powers. The utmoft efforts of hu-
man genius are incapable of finding out and repre-

fenting the preparations of infinite wifdom and love,

to confummate the felicity of God's fervants; nor when
revealed can they fpiritually underitand them as they
ought, until God is pleafed to give them eyes to fee,

ears to hear, and hearts to underftand. The words
under confideration plainly intimate, that the eternal

God hath laid up in his counfels and covenant, in his

predictions and promifes, thofe precious bleffings

which have never been fully known, and far tranfcencl

our conceptions. The manifeftation of the Son of

God in the flefh, his profound humiliation, his painful,

ignominous death for tranfgreffions he never com-
mitted; his triumphant refurrection from the dead, his

glorious afcenfion into heaven, the operations and
graces of his Spirit, the gathering in of the Jews, with
the fulnefs of the Gentiles, the prefervation of the

Church amid virulent oppofition and perfecution, and
the invifible glories of the future Hate.—Thefe things,

and fuch as thefe, neither fenfe, nor reafon, nor im-
agination could have fuggefted ; and the doctrines,

wherein thefe fublime topics are difclofed, are but
imperfectly comprehended in this prefenc (late. The
moll inquifitive people after knowledge, in times the

molt devoted to refearch, never attained complete
acquaintance with them.

God, befides thee, &c. There is none that perfectly

knows, befide thee, the ineftimable benefits and glo-

rious privileges which thou hall made ready, and will

confer on him that waiteth for thee—Who, in the

exercife of intenfe defire of enjoying thy prefence

and blefiing, of pleafing expectation, of the fulfilment

of thy promifes, of cordial fubmiflion to thy holy will,

of
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of perfevering fortitude in furmounting every diffi-

culty that lies in the way of attaining thy falvation,

in the ufe of appointed means, diligently endeavour

to attend to all the intimations which thou givert of

thy good pleafure. He who thus patiently waits on
God, may be allured that there ihali be an end, and
that his expectation (hall not be cut off. From this

circumftance the fupplicants derive encouragement

in their prayers, hoping that God would do ftill

greater things for them than he had done for their

anceflors, by revealing more clearly to them his great

falvation.—-How powerful the motive!—My foul,

wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from

him. Wait for the Lord more than they that watch
for the morning. Let lfrael hope in the Lord, for

with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plen-

teous redemption. Let the animating truth we
have been confidering not only command your atten-

tion, but excite your admiration, accompanied with

humble patient waiting for God.

5. Thoii meeteft him that rejoiceth, and
"vrorketh righteoufnefs, thofe that remember
thee in thy ways : behold, thou art wroth, for

we have finned : in thofe is continuance, and
we (hall be faved.

The fupplicants applaud the Divine conduct to-

ward the righteous, whillt they humbly confefs their

own unworthinefs. They acknowledge, that the ca-

lamities with which they had been vifited were to be
afcribed not to the feverity of God, but to their own
perverfity and iniquity. The interview here intend-

ed, is not that which is merely occaiional and tran-

fient, as one may meet a foe or a friend, and imme-
diately pals on, neither receiving hurt or benefit from
what has happened. The expreflion feems to allude

to what is recorded Exod. xxix. 42, 43. where the

Lord promifed to meet with the children of lirael,

Vol. IV, 3 P and
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and to fpeak unto them at the door of the tabernacle

of the congregation. He gracioufly condefcends to

meet with the perfons who are here defcribed; to tek
tify his friend fhip, and to manifeft himfelf to them;
to admit them into fellowship with him, and to con-

verfe with thefft; to impart to them the knowledge of
his will and of his glory ; to hear their requefts, to con-

fer on them the pledges of his love ; and to refrefa

them with renewed communications of wifdom,

ftrength, and eonfolation. How kind and beneficent

the defigns of God, when he meeteth him
That rejmcetb, &c. not with the joy of the hypo

crite, which is but for a moment, and terminates on
a thing of nought, but with that fublime joy which is

experienced in the paths of God's commandments,
and in the ways of wifdom, which are ways of plea-

iantnefs ! The joy felt by the fervants of God in the

paths of righteoufnefs, is much more excellent and
permanent than that which refults from the mod re*

fined fenfual gratifications, or from the contemplation

and enjoyment of the molt valued earthly pofleifionSo

]t flows from the spirit of God, being one of his

blefled fruits ; it is cherilhed by connection with the

moft glorious obje&s ; and maintained by the exer-

cifes of faith and obedience to God, and delight in the

law of the Lord.—With this joy is combined the

working of righteoufnefs, the molt excellent employ-

ment wherein man can be engaged ; for we know,
'that every one that doeth righteoufnefs is born of

•God *.* The children of the Moft High have af-

figned to them the work of righteoufnefs, the erTe&

of which is peace ; and by the faithful performance

of this pleaiant and honourable fervice, they diftin-

guiih themfelves from the hypocrite and the profane;

they (Lew that they are partakers of the grace of

God in truth, and that they reLmble Jefus Chrift the

righteous. thus employed, God meets with them
and bleffes them. 1 his coniideration ought to ftu

mulate us, my brethren, to be itedfaft and immove-
able,

* i John ii. *9«
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able, always abounding in the work of the Lord;
forafmuch as we know, that our labour is not in vain

in the Lord *.

That remember thee in thy ways. That maintain a

habitual fenfe of God upon their minds, fo as to be

in the fear of the Lord all the day lonaj. That fre-

quently recollect with pleafure the hand of God in

the difpenfations of his providence and grace, and call

to mind his mercy, power, and faithfulnefs, which are

therein confpicuoufly difplayed— That lay up in the

repolitory of their memories the knowledge of God's

Ways, which theyhave acquired, that they may bring

it forth on every proper occafion—That cherifh

lively apprehenfions of the prefence and perfections

of Jehovah, and have fuch impreffions or* them on

their hearts, as are requifiteto excite veneration, love,

and confidence. Thefe are the delightful exercifes

of him that God meets, with whom he carries on a

pleafant and profitable correfpondence.— it highly

concerns us attentively to confider if thefe particu-

lars are defcriptive of our character, that we may
learn whether or not we may juftly expect to enjoy

the precious privilege here mentioned.

Behold thou art wroth. We fee with grief that

thou, O Lord, art greatly difpleafed with us, and that

thine anger hath been long kindled againft us. For
many generations have we furlained the awful effects

of thy juft indignation againft our iniquities. And
Who can abide thy fierce anger, who caufeft the

heavens to tremble, who makeit the earth to ftagger

like a drunken man, who rends the rocks, who tears

tip the mountains, and makes the foundations of the

univerfe ? Avert from us, we befeech thee, thy dread

difpleafure—We have Jinned, We humbly ac-

• knowledge our wickedntfs, and the iniquity oi? out
• fathers, for we have finned againft thee. Do not
• abhor us, for thy name's fake ; do not difgrace the
• throne of thy glory; remember, break not thy cove-

• nant with us j\' We are entirely in thy hand, who
hath

* I Cor. xv. 58, f Jer. xiv. 20, 31.
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hath given us to know that the Lord our God is gra-

cious and full of com paflion, that he delighteth in

fhewing mercy. Encouraged by the mercies of thy
nature, and the declarations of thy word, we confefs

before thee our trcfpaftes — In thofe is continuance.

In thofe ways of thy clemency and companion, which
we recollect, with admiration and gratitude, thou
didft long perfevere. To our fathers, notwithstanding

they grievoufly provoked thee, thou continuedft to

fhew favour and kindnefs. And though we have
perfifted in our tranfgrtffions, and refufed to return
to thee, we are not confumed ; and we truft that thou
haft preferved us to be illuftrious trophies of thy ever-

enduring grace.

—

Andwefhallbefaved. We defpair

not of deliverance from the calamities and miferies

wherein we have been long involved, and of partici-

pating in that great falvation which thou haft pre-

pared before the face of all people. We truft that

we fti all be faved through the grace of the Lor4
Jefus Chnft, even as others.

6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteoufneffes are as filthy rags, and
we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities^

like the wind, have taken us away,

The penitent fupplicants confefs to God the mifer-

able, polluted fpiritual ftate into which they had fal-

len by their iniquities.

—

But we are all as an unclean

perfon. 1 think perfon is a more preferable word to

fupply here than that inferted by our tranflators. I

fuppofe there is allufion to the legal impurities con-
tracted under the former difpenfation, and particu-

larly to the cafe of the leper, which was truly deplo-
rable. Seized with an infectious, loathfome, and dan-
gerous difeafe, he was excluded, according to the law
of iVJofes, from the camp of lfrael. afflicted with
this niiferable diftemper, he was ordered to depart

from the fociety of his brethren, (left the contagion

might
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might have fpread among the people) covering his

upper lip, crying unclean, unclean. The perfon la-

bouring under this calamity exhibited a ftriking em-
blem offinners yielding to the power of impenitence

and unbelief. All we, fay thofe who are penetrated

with an affecling fenfe of tin, all we refemble the le-

per, or unclean perfon, under the Mofaic ceconomy.

We are contaminated by the leprofy of fin, which
hath diftufed its malignant influence throughout all

our faculties, fo that in our flefh dwelleth no good
thing. Like an inveterate canker, it confumes, and
endangers the whole body ; it renders our condi-

tion perilous in the extreme, and incurable by medi-

cine of human device. Nor is this the pitiable (late

only of a few perfons, but all are acknowledged to be
infected by this mortal malady.—What greatly ag-

gravates our diftrefs is, that

All our righteoufnejjes are as filthy rags, &c. Our
profeiTed obedience to the moral and ceremonial law%

our religious performances and works of charity, done
when deftitute of inward purity and integrity of heart,

when acting under the power of infidelity and im-
penitence, are unavailing in the fight of God. They
are as rags, totally infuhicient to cover fpiritual defor-

mity, to introduce with acceptance into the Divine
prefence, or to found a title to happinefs and falvation.

—Yea, they are as filthy rags, which ought to be re-

nounced with deteftation, as incapable of covering

blemifhes, and of rendering people well pleafing to the

Lord.

—

And we all do fade as a leaf. The decayed,

degraded condition of thofe who make this acknow-
ledgement, is illuftrated by a well known fimilitude.

When flouriihing under the aufpicious care of Jeho-
vah, we refembled a thriving tree, covered with
leaves and fruit ; but now our frail decayed ftate is

fignificantly reprefented by the withered leaf that

hath loft its verdure and beauty, and is ready to drop
to the ground. The comparifon is juit and inftru&ive.

The Jewiih people, after having attained to eminence
snd dignity, foon began to loie their former excel-

lence
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lence, and being diverted of the diftinguifhing privi-

leges they had enjoyed, they were fubje&ed to many
injuries and inftances of contempt.

And our iniquities as the wind have taken us away.
Our many atrocious fins have not only made us decay
as a leaf ; but, like a flormy wind, which, by its vio-

lence and impetuofity, carries every thing before it,

they have driven us away from God, and the enjoy-

ment of the pleafant things whereby we were felici-

tated in the land of Canaan. Our tranfgreflions have
not only deprived us of our excellency, but they have
carried us away into captivity and fervitude, into

infamy and difgrace, difperfed us over the earth, and
involved us in manifold direful calamities.— this hum-
bling confeilion, brethren, we may jufily adopt. We
are all impure, tainted by the pollution of (in ; our
righteoufnefies are no more to be accounted of than
filthy rags, all our goodnefs fades like the leaf and
' the flower of the field.* Hath not the comely
profeffion of not a few withered and dropt off as the

leaves in autumn ? And hath not our iniquities car-

ried us alfo away from God, and the pofieilion of fome
of the moil important prerogatives that we once
enjoyed ? On thefe accounts, let us humble ourfelvet

before the Lord, and earneftly implore his mercy to

pardon our fins, and his grace to help us in this timt

of need.

7. And there is none that calleth upon thy

name, that ftirreth up himfelf to take hold of
thee: for thou haft hid thy face from us, and
haft confumed us, becaufe of our iniquities.

The general formality and luke-warmnefs with

which devotional exercifes were performed, whereby
God was greatly provoked, is here acknowledged and
lamented. The confeflion muft be underfiood with

fome reflridlion, for, in its moll extenfive fenfe, it doth

not agree to any period of time. The expreffion

certainly
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certainly intimates, that there were very few who call-

ed upon God, and fought him in the manner he pre-

fcribed—who invoked his facred name, and intreated

his favour with their whole hearts—who, when en-
gaged in prayer, mixed with lively faith, true repen-
tance for fin, unfeigned humility, placid refignation,

firm reliance on the mediation of the great Re*
deemer, and the afliftance of the Holy Spirit, to help
infirmities in this important duty. There were
but a very fmall number who, in this fublime exercife,

realized the Divine prefence, who cheriflied entire

dependence upon God, who maintained delightful

intercourfe with him, and who received from him the

promifed bleflings of falvation.

—

ThatJlirreth up him*

felfto take hold ofthee. The want of vigorous endeavours
in prayer, which is here confeffed, fuppofes oppofition

and difficulties to arife, which mud be combated and
furmounted, that, like lfrael, we may wreftle with
God ; and, as princes, by ftrong and honourable ex-

ertions, we may have power with God and prevail.

Thefe are well known in the experience of men of

God, and need not to be here enumerated. The ac-

knowledgement imports, that there are but few who
ftrenuoufly endeavour to get free from that imbecility

and langour that hath feized on people in general, and,

by lively faith, apprehend him who is the righteouf-

nefs and (trength of his people, that they may vanquifh

every obltacle which might hinder importunity and
perfeverance in prayer. Alas! the number of thofe is

fo fmall, who, afTuming the confidence of faith, affi-

duoufly aim to conquer natural defpondency, and
thofe difcouragements that lie in the way of accefs to

the throne of grace, by taking fail hold of the mercy,

power, and faithfulnefs of Jehovah In this complaint

we have alfo juft reafon to join, with forrow and con-

trition of heart. How rare the effectual, fervent

prayer of a righteous man, that availeth much I In the

profpect of performing duty, let us eameflly folicit

the Divine direction and affitlance ; and in the view
of
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of meeting with affliction, let us, with pious ardour,

reqneft his prefence and fupport.

For thou hajl hid thyface, &c. In fome cafes the

fervants of God may imagine, that he withholds from

them the light of his countenance, whilft in reality

they ftand high in his favour. In fome inftances the

apprehenfion is juft and well "founded, as with thofe

who here make this complaint. Having, for a long

period, abufed the bounties of his providence, and the

blefiings of his grace, the Lord God withheld from
them the communications of his favour and the in-

fluences of his Spirit, and made them feel the dreadful

effects of his fore difpleafure. The clouds having

arifen, which intercept clear views of the glory and
loving kindnefs of the Lord, they lament that God
did not behold them, as formerly, with a pleafant

countenance, but that in anger he had turned away
from them.

—

And baft confumed us, &c. The Hebrew
word {Ignifies, to melt metals, to diflolve hard fub-

ftances, and is here employed to denote the deftruc-

tion of the Jewifh civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution,

whereby they were formed into a folid compact body.

On account of their enormous wickednefs, the Lord

God, in his righteous adminiftration, divefted them of

that wifdom, ftrength, and fortitude, for which they

were celebrated in times of old, and fo confumed their

nation., that the relidue is wandering over the earth,

defpifed and contemned, eagerly defirous of earth-

ly things, indifferent to the better and more enduring

fubftance.

8. But now, O Lord, thou art our Father:

<we are the clay, and thou our potter, and we
all are the work of thy hand.

The continuance of the Divine difpleafure, whereof

the pofterity of Ifrael hath long felt the direful ef-

fects, is here deprecated on account of the intimate

relation which iublifled between God and them.

—

But
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But now, O Lord, the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and
Jacob, who gave us exiftence, and formed us into a
nation, who adopted us for thy children, and inverted

us in the poffeffion of many invaluable immunities,

we humbly crave, that thy tender compaflion may
be extended to us, and that we may experience thy
paternal love and care.

—

We are the clay, &c. to which,
according to thy good pleafure, thou gaveft form and
beauty, making us vefTels unto honour, fitted for thy
fervice.

—

And thou our potter, who haft right and
power to difpofe of us as feemeth good in thy fight,

and therefore we prefume not to find fault with
thy difpenfations, which we know are all conducted
by perfect wifdom and righteoufnefs.

—

We are all the

'work of thy hand. Thou madeft us, not we ourfelves ;

we are thy people, the fheep of thy paflure. Our con-
nection with thee we remember with pleafure and
gratitude, and thence we are encouraged to hope,

that thou, whofe workmanfhip we are, wilt have
mercy upon us, and never forfake the work of thine

own hands. Perfect that which concerneth us, O
Lord ; thy mercy endureth for ever.

-9. % Be not wroth very fore, O Lord, nei-

ther remember iniquity for ever : behold, fee,

we befeech thee, we are all thy people.

The awful difpleafure of Jehovah is entreated to be
averted, or mitigated, becaufe of the relation wherein,

the fupplicants ftand to God, who had appropriated

them to himfelf as his peculiar people. They requeft

not that God would altogether remove from them
the tokens of his anger, but, referring that matter en-

tirely to himfelf, they entreat that his wrath, which
had gone forth againfl them, may be allayed. They
plead not to be freed from rebukes, for thefe might
be in fome meafure neceffary for their benefit, but

that the Lord God would not chaften them jn his

hot difpleafure.

—

Neither remember iniquity for ever.

Vol. IV. 3 CL Jdumbled

\
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Humbled under the mighty hand of God, they im-

plore that their tranfgreffions may not be perpetually

kept in remembrance, that they may not be punifhed

as they deferve, and that they may no longer feel the

terrible effects of the anger and indignation ofJehovah,

According to thy gracious word, remember our fins no

more, that we may for ever celebrate the praifes of thy

forgiving mercy.

—

Behold, fee, we befeech thee, &-c.

We pray that thou, O Lord, wilt attentively confi-

der our forlorn c ireum fiances, and the dreadful cala-

mities which we have fuffered, who are the people

thou haft chofen above all the people that are on the

earth. We glory in this connection, and therefore

we expect from thee all that relief which our

cafe urgently requires. We are thy people, and

fhould not a people feek unto their God.

10. Thy holy cities are a wildernefs, Zion

is a wildernefs, Jerufalem a defolation.

How affecting the reprefentation of the very de-

plorable ftate to which the cities and country of Ca-

naan hath been reduced. The cities of Judah,

wherein God was well known, which were in a pecu-

liar manner his property, and the objects of his fpe-

cial care, are denominated holy, becaufe they were
inhabited by people devoted to God, and profeffedly

employed, according to his appointment, in his wor-

(hip and fervice. Thefe cities the Almighty hath

turned into a barren defart, becaufe of the wickednefs

of them that dwelt therein.—iion, that once highly-

favoured mountain, whereon ftood the royal palace

and the temple of the Lord, with the beautiful range

of hills fituated in its vicinity, which were highly

cultivated and very fruitful—All that pleafant land

is laid wade, and converted into a defolate wildernefs

—.jerufalem, that was great among the nations, and
princefs among the provinces, that was celebrated for

its itrength, beauty, and populoufnefs, is become a

heap
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heap of ruins, fits folitarv as a widow, and is become
tributary *. Becaufe of the wickednefs of the inha-

bitants * the Lord hath done that which he devifed
;

* he hath fulfilled his word, that he had commanded
4 in the days of old ; he hath thrown away, and hath
* not pitied f.' If you enquire, why is this aftonifhing

reverie ofcondition ? wherefore hath thefe calamities

come upon this renowned city and country ? the an-

fwer is given in few words J,
* For the greatnefs of

* their iniquity.' Memorable are the words of God
by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. ii. 17, * Haft thou
6 not procured this unto thyfelf, in that thou haft for-

1 faken the Lord thy God. ?

11. Our holy and our beautiful houfe,

where our fathers praifed thee, is burnt up
with fire ; and all our pleafant things are laid

wafte.

The magnificent temple which was built on mount
Zion by Divine appointment, agreeable to the plan

delivered to God's fervant David, for the honour and
worfhip of Jehovah, is doubtlefs the houfe which is

here intended. It was a holy houfe, b'ecaufe fo-

lemnly confecrated to the fervice of the Lord God,
who there exhibited vifible fymbols of his gracious

prefence, and received the homage which was of-

fered to him by the people he had appropriated to

himfelf. It was likewife a beautiful edifice, built of

the fined ftones, of the moft exquifite workmanfhip,
and elegantly finifhed with cedar wood and pure

gold. Such was its unrivalled fplendor and fuperb

appearance, that it became the admiration of the

world; and princes, delighted with its grandeur, were
induced to lubmit themfelves unto God §. In this

holy and beautiful houfe, the fervants of Jehovah ce-

lebrated his praifes, prefented their facrifices and fup-

plications

* Lam. i. 1. f Lam. ii. 17.

J Ezek. xvi. 15. etfeq. § Plal. lxviii. 29.
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plications before him, and bleffed his name who made
heaven and earth. They extolled and praifed him
with pfalteries, harps, and cymbals, and in fongs com-
pofed by the fweet fingers of lfrael, Mofes, Deborah,

David, Afaph, and others.—This houfe was burnt up
with fire, which was thrown into it by fome of the

foldiers in the army of Titus, after the firft and fecond

temple had flood about 1130 years.

—

And all our

pleafant things are laid wqfte. Our pleafant land,

which was the glory of all lands, our fumptuous

houfes, wherein refided the gay and affluent, our

rich vineyards, gardens, and fields, our goodly furni-

ture, and the coftly utenlils belonging to the temple,

with our pleafant acquaintances and friends—Thefe,

all thefe, are laid wafte and deftroyed. Juftly may
we fay the joy of our heart is ceafed, our dance is

turned into mourning ; the crown is fallen from out

head ; wo unto us that we have finned *.

12. Wilt thou refrain thyfelf for thefe

things, O Lord ? wilt thou hold thy peace, and

afflid: us very fore ?

The penitent Jews conclude their fupplications by
humbly expoftulating with God, that he would con-

fider their defolate condition, and arife and plead

their caufe. Wilt thou,0 righteous Judge of all the

earth, decline any longer to appear for our deliver-

ance, now that thy beloved land is defolated, thy ci-

ties laid wafte, thy temple buried in ruins, and thy

once highly- favoured people fcattered among the

nations, under evident tokens of thy difpleafure?

Shall the injuries and the contempt they have fuf-

fered for a long period remain longer unnoticed by

thee, to whom belongeth recompenfe ?

—

Wilt thou hold

thy peace, and not interpofe in behalf of the pofterity

of thy fervants, after having obferved them and their

interefts defpifed and trampled upon for many ages?

Hold not thy peace, O God of our praife ; fpeak and
act

* Lam. . 15, 16.
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a&, we befeech thee, for the conviction of our adver-

faries, and the relief of thy afflicted people, and let us

not evermore be the objeds of fcorn and derifion.

We prefume not to prefcribe what thou moulded
fay, or what thou moulded do. We leave thefe

things entirely to thy infinite wifdom and righteouf-

nefs ; but this we earneflly requeft, that thou wilt

not affli<ft us very fore for a long period of time.

Build up Jerufalem, gather together the outcafts of

lfrael. O Lord our God, turn our captivity, and have

compaffion upon us; return and gather us from all

the nations whither thou haft fcattered us *.

*>«£. xkx, 3*

PRELT.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

rT~1HE penitent among the Jews having complained
1 to Jehovah of the feverity of his judgments

toward them, he is introduced in this chapter, vindi-

cating the ways of his providence, and defending the
confummate rectitude of his difpenfations. He begins
by ihewing, that he had invited into the communion
of his Church thofe heathen nations which had not
hitherto called upon his name, from whence might be
clearly evinced his infinite readinefs to fhew mercy
to tranfgreflfors—And that the people who had been
called by his name, by forfaking him, and obftinately

perfifting in horrid wickednefs, in abominable idola-

tries, and deteftable hypocrify, became the objects of
his righteous vengeance, and are fet forth as an ex-

ample of hisjuft feverity againft fin, ver. i—5.

The reafonsof this Divine procedure are next fpecified,

which difplay at once the riches of his grace, and the

righteoufnefs of his adminillration, ver. 6, 7. Our
prophet then proceeds to (hew, that all the polterity

of Abraham were not to continue under the wrath of

the Almighty, that a remnant of them, according to

the election of grace, fhould be faved, to whom the

promifes made to their progenitors were to be accom-
plished, ver. 8—10 To convince the perfidious

and incorrigibly wicked of the atrocity of their

crimes, he diicribes the awful punifhment which they

are deftined to fuffer, ver. 11, 12.——After which
he reprefents, by a ftriking contraft, the remarkable

difference of the date of the upright worfhippers of

Jehovah, and that of the idolatrous, fuperftitious, and
wicked; in confequence whereof the name of God was

to be honoured over all the earth, ver, 13— 16.

The chapter concludes with an elegant defcription

of the felicity and glory of the Church of God, when
he (hall dilclofe the riches of his grace, and liberally

confer upon them the moft precious benefits, ver.

17—25.

CHAP,
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CHAP. LXV.

I
am fought of them that afked not for me:

I am found of them that fought me not : I

faid, behold me, behold me, unto a nation//^/

was not called by my name.

The Lord God juftifies his procedure in calling the

Gentiles into the communion of his Church. The
apoftle Paul quotes thefe words, with fome variation,

in his epiftle to the Romans *, when treating of the

vocation of the Heathen to the enjoyment of the

privileges contained in the gofpel. The apoftle thus

introduces the citation : ' Efaias is very bold, and
• faith, I was found of them that fought me not ; I

• was made manifeft unto them that afked not after
4 me.' Our prophet, endowed with a noble, heroic

fpirit, and acting with undaunted intrepidity in the

fervice of God, aiTerted the truth before us, notwith-

itanding he well knew the Jews could not endure with

patience this doctrine, at which they were greatly

offended. The phiiofophers among the Gentile na-

tions were engaged in fearching for the wifdom of this

world, that cometh to nought. The common people

were employed in purfuing earthly objects, fuited to

gratify their corrupt inclinations ; whilft thofe who
pretended to more religion than others, were occupied

in attending to fuperftitious rites and foolifh. cere-

monies. God was not in all their thoughts ; for,

according to Divine teftimony, * there is none that

• underftandeth and feeketh God f.' None that

feeketh him with the whole heart, with fervour and
diligence, as he requires. Though he fent them rain

from heaven, and fruitful feafons, and filled their

hearts with food and gladnefs, that they mould feek

him, if haply they might feel after him and find

him, they knew him not, nor glorified him as God.

But
* Chap. x. 20. f Pfal. xi?. 2.
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But after it pleafed God to reveal himfelf to them by
the miniftry of the gofpel, and to pour out his Spirit

from on high, what a mighty change enfued. Sinners

of the Gentiles fought, with earneftnefs and affiduity,

acquaintance with the word and falvation of the Lord,

and inquired early after God.

lamfound of them that fought me not. Such is the

aftonifhing goodnefs and grace of Jehovah, that he

hath manifefted himfelf to thofe who afked not for

him, and who were not folicitous about his falvation.

The Divine conduct toward the heathen nations veri-

fies this comfortable truth ; and memorable inftances

of individuals, who experienced this mercy, are record-

ed in Scripture, and impreffed on the minds of many,
which ferve to illuftrate and confirm what is here af»

ferted. Need I mention Saul of Tarfus, and Zaccheus

the publican, as having found that falvation which they

did not feek to obtain. Indeed the fountain of mercy

was difclofed when we enquired not for it, and the

refrefhing ftreams iffuing from that bleffed fource are

fometimes conveyed to thofe who feldom, if ever, re-

quelled the benefits they impart.—If the Lord is

found of them that fought him not, if he anfwers

before they call, what may not be expedted by thofe

who afic, and feek, and knock. Seek then, brethren,

the Lord with earneftnefs and importunity, allured

that they who are thus employed, mall not want any

good thing *.

Ifaid, behold me, &c. The Lord, having manifefted

himfelf to the heathen wTorld, repeatedly calls upon

them, by the miniftry of the word, to fix their atten-

tion upon him. Turn away your minds from every

object that would attract your thoughts, and fteadily

contemplate the glorious proofs 1 have fet before you

ofmy infinite majefty and adorable grace, who, though

highly exalted above all bleffing and praife, waits to

be gracious, and exalted in fhewing mercy. Acquaint

yourfelves with me, and be at peace, and thereby

g«od fhall come unto you. Look unto me, all the

ends

* Pfal. xxxhr. 10.
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ends of the earth, and be ye faved. Behold me with

earned defires of enjoying my favour, which is better

than life, and of participating in my falvation, exhi-

bited in the everlading gofpeJ.—To intimate the high

importance of complying with this requituion, the

call is repeated, unto a nation (faith God) that wmf
not called by my name. This urgent demand, which
affords a rich difplay of marvellous condefcenfion,

and earned folicitude for the happinefs of mankind,

hath been often made on people of this defcription.

To thofe nations who called not upon God's name,
but had recourfe, for the folution of their doubts and
difficulties, to magicians and adrologers, to foothftyers

and oracles, from which they expected direction, hath

the word of falvation been fent. Even to people

funk in ignorance and fuperftition hath God made
himfelf known, and hath addreffed the warmed and
mod pathetic invitations, and thus prevented them
with the bleffings of his goodnefs.

2. I have fpread out my hands all the day
unto a rebellious people, which walketh in

a way that was not good, after their own
thoughts.

The reafon is afligned why the Lord God rejected

theobdinateiy wicked part of the Jewifh nation, and
(hewed mercy to the heathen.—Spreading out the

hands is a gedure ufed by perfons who endeavour to

perfuade thofe whom they addrefs to comply with
their requeds or admonitions. The expreflion inti-

mates, that under the former difpenfation, God, by
his fervants the prophets, and by the minidry of John
the Baptift ; and afterward by Jefus Ghrid, and
his apodles, warmly urged and expodulated with
the Jewifh people, to induce them to accept of his

mercy, and to obey his precepts. Jn this affec-

tionate manner did God tedify the utmoft readinefs

to extend to them the bleffings promifed to their

Vol. IV. 3 R fathers,



498 LECTURES on the Chap. LXV;

fathers, and his defire of their penitent return to him.
Thefe kind entreaties God continued all the day,

during the whole time of the Mofaic oeconomy, and
even to the conclusion of that difpenfation, until, by
their perverfe obftinacy, they provoked God to reject

them.—The apoftle Paul, writing to the faints at

Rome *, plainly declares, that Ifrael were the people

of whom our prophet fpeaks, to whom God fpread

out his hands. Often did they rebel againft God ;

they refufed his wife counfels ; they defpifed his re-

proofs ; they would not hearken to his wholefome
admonitions ; they crucified the Lord of glory ; they

perfecuted his apoftles, and rejected his glorious gof-

pel.

—

Which walketh in a way that is not good. This

was uniformly their practice, at the Red Sea, in the

wildernefs, in the land of Canaan, in profperity and
in adverfity. Notwithftanding entreaties, admoni-

tions, and reproofs, they obltinately perfifted in their

evil ways, as is abundantly evident from the facred

writings. They followed the imaginations of their

own hearts; they walked contrary to God, and

would not obey his voice ; and therefore, as the fureft

mark of his difpleafure, and the heavieft punifhment

of their difobedience, he gave them up to walk in

their own counfels.

3. A people that provoketh me to anger con-

tinually to my face, that facrificeth in gar-

dens, and burnetii incenfe upon altars of

brick.

The froward and rebellious people of Ifrael, to

whom God had in vain manifefted his tender regard,

are farther defcribed as addicted to the molt odious

fuperltition. Uninfluenced by a fenfe of the omni-

fcience of Jehovah, unawed by his authority, undif-

mayed by his power and righteoufnefs, they com-

mitted, under his infpe&ion, the molt abominable

crimes

;

* Chap. x. 2 1

,
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crimes ; they avowed their grofs difobedience, and
affronted him as it were to his face. By this flagi-

tious conduct, joined with the bafeft hypocrify, they

provoked him to anger, and excited hisjuft difplea-

fure, of which they were made to feel the direful ef-

fects. Nor did they proceed in this vicious courfe

on fome extraordinary occafions only, when under

the influence of ftrong temptations; but, regardlefs of

their manifold obligations to the fervice of God, tnis

was their uniform, conftant practice.—Some of the

idolatrous rites that they obferved are fpecified in

the following words

:

Thatfacnficeth in gardens, &c. They did not pre-

fent their offerings to God in the facred place where
the folemn worlhip of Jehovah was required to be
performed, but in gardens and groves, where they
might have opportunity of attending to various pro-

hibited fuperftitions and impure rites, in the retirement

and lhade of thefe fequeftrated places.

—

And burneth

incenfe on altars of brick. The crime for which the

pofterity of Jacob are here reproved, confifts in treat-

ing with contempt the exprefs order delivered by
the Almighty, Exod. xxi. 24. etfeq. where the altars

on which they offered facrifices to him were re-

quired to be made of earth, or (tone that was not

hewn. In difobedience to this Divine appointment,

they conftructed altars of brick, covered with plaif-

ter, whereon were engraved hieroglyphical repre-

fentations and infcriptions.—This article of the charge

conveys to us the important inftrucfion, to wnich we
ought carefully to attend, namely, that all our ads of

Divine worfhip ought to be performed in the manner
which God hath prefcribed in his word, that they

may find acceptance in his light.

4. Which remain among the graves, and
lodge in the monuments, which eat 1wine's

flefh, and broth of abominable things is in *

their veflels.

Ifaiah



Soo LECTURES on the Chap. LXV,

Ifaiah proceeds to delineate the fuperftitious, for-

bidden cuftoms obferved by thofe with whom God
was greatly offended. The burying- places and tombs
in Judea, being fituated at fome diftance from the

towns and cities, were made fo large, that living per-

ibns might refide in the entrance, or court, before

the caves, which was commonly about fix cubits

fquare. In thefe gloomy, folitary receptacles, many
took their residence, from the perfuafion that the fouls

of the deceafed remained, for fome time, near the

corpfes they had left, that they might confult on intc-

reding topics with thedeparted fpirits.

—

Andhdgeintke
monuments, erected in order to perpetuate the memory
of fome iiluftrious men, or of fome remarkable event,

with which they were connected or had atchieved.

Solicitous to become acquainted with fome unknown
or future circumdance, they reforted to thole retire-

ments, where they expe&ed to receive that informa-

tion from fpiritual intelligences, which God alone

could reveal.

—

Which eat/wines fiefh, &c. This kind
of food was exprefsly forbidden to be ufed by the

poderity of lfrael under the former oeconomy, in the

ftatute recorded Lev. xi 7, 8. Eating this fort of

flefli by that people, after this drict prohibition, mud
have been highly difpleafing to the Lord, and is here

reckoned among the flagrant crimes whereby they

provoked the Mod High—And broth of abominable

things, &c. Highly pleafed with the prohibited

idolatrous practices wherein they indulged, they pre-

ferved portions of the facrifices offered to idols, and
parts of thofe animals which to them were unclean,

whereon they feafted with their friends and neigh-

bours.

Such were the foolifn, fuperditioas, and forbidden

cuftoms to which the rebellious people of lfiael were
addicted, whereby they expofed themfelves to the

dread difpleafure of Jehovah. Though the feveral

parts of this difcourfe are primarily applicable to them,
yet as the crimes here recited exhibit a juft reprefen^

UtiOM
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tation of the fins of many profefiing Chriftians under
the New Teftament, who, departing from purity of
faith, and the prefcribed infiitutibns of Jefus Chrift,

are chargeable with grofs hypocrify and regard to

idolatrous rites, we ought to confider ourfelves deeply
interefted in what is here faid. If we obey not the

calls and commands addrefTed to us in the gofpel; if

the homage we prefent to God is not inftituted in his

word; if it is not offered to him through Jefus Chrift,

the altar appointed to fan&ify the gifts brought
before him under the new oeconomy of grace—If our
fervices are regulated by human traditions, decifions,

or pretended revelations, and not by the facred re-

cords of Divine truth; if they are contaminated by
the pollutions of the world, and the corrupt principles

of thofe who ferve not God, but their own bellies; if

we carry with us into the prefence of God thofe things

which he hates, and, ^ke the Pharifees of old, make
clean the outfide of the cup, but within are full of

extortion and excefs,our character exactly correfponds

with that which is delineated in the verfes under
confideration.

5. Which fay, ftand by thyfelf, come not
near to me, for I am holier than thou: thefe

are a fmoke in my nofe, a fire that burnetii

all the day.

The language which is here introduced, difcovers,

in thofe who adopt it, the mod deteftable pride, over-

weening felf- conceit, and bafe hypocrify. It plainly

intimates, that they efleem themfelves much better

than their neighbours. Do not approach, but ftand

at a diftance from me; I am pure and thou art un-
holy, and therefore 1 avoid intercourfe with thee.

Such a vain fpeech is a fure indication of an arrogant,

haughty fpirit, which is an abomination to the Lord.
The excellent ones of the earth, men who are emi-
ziently holy, far from thinking of themfelves more

highly
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highly than they ought to think, far from fpeaking

contempt uoufly of other people, though inferior to

them in goudnefs, by their unafluming conduct, mani-
fed true humility and felf-denial. Whereas infigni-

ficant people, deflitute of real worth, often over-rate

themfelves, and defpife thole who much furpafs them
in goodnefs and ufefulnefs, as did the Pharifees, and
as their fucceflors in temper and practice do to this

day. Concerning perfons of this defcription, the

Lord God declares

—

Thefe are a/moke inmynofe, &-C
They are moil difagreeable and offeniive to him who
hateth a lofty look and a lying tongue, the certain

indications of an arrogant, deceitful man. Pride and
ielf-conceit, of all fins feem to be moft odious to God ;

and throughout the bacred Record, many iignal proofs

are exhitited of his perfect abhorrence of this fin,

which is here branded with a peculiar mark of infamy.

People acting under the influence of this corrupt

paflion, are as a fire that burneth all the day, which
confumeth themfelves, and proves extremely danger-

ous and deftructive to thofe with whom they are

connected, as well as hateful to God; the more fuel

that is laid to it, the more llrongly it burns.—Would
you then, brethren, avoid this deteftable conduct,

pray earneftly to God for a humble fpirit; recollect

your ignorance and rneannefs, the diforders of your
hearts, and the follies of your lives; and contrail with

them what you obferve in thofe around you that

feems to be good and laudable, and in this way en-

deavour to cherifh lowly fentiments refpecting your
own qualifications and importance. Thus aim to

quench the fire, that would burn continually.

6. Eehold, it is written before me, I will not

keep filence, but will recompenfe, even recom-

penfe into their boibm.

The
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The certain retribution of the crimes above men-
tioned, is announced to be irreverfibly determined

by the Lord, who loveth righteoufnefs and hateth

iniquity. In the firfl part of the verfe, there feems

to be an allufion to the decifions pronounced by
princes or judges, which are recorded to ferve as

precedents to eftablifh their fixed refolution, and as

rules whereby their future procedure is to be regulated.

*—In reference to this cuftom, the Lord God calls

upon thofe who have committed thefe great evib,

which he threatens to punifh, to confider that he
hath them ever in remembrance, and is irrevocably

determined that they mail receive a juft recompenfe,
—/ will not keep Jilence, and fuffer fuch notorious

tranfgreffors to pafs without the juft reward of their

deeds. I will not refrain from inflicting deferred

punifhment on fuch atrocious wickednefs ; I will not
conceal my juft indignation againft the enormous fins

committed by thofe who profefs to be my people; but
I will affuredly manifeft my dread difpleafure by the
feverity of my judgments,

—

-But will recompenfe; &c.
I will proportion their punifhment to the magnitude
of their crimes, and make them know and fee what
an evil and bitter thing it is that they have forfaken

me, and that my fear is not in them. In this awful
manner, doth the Almighty declare, he will proceed
to execute righteous vengeance upon prefumptuous
tranfgrelTors, after his abufed long-fuffering comes to

a period. Prior to the time wherein this prediction

was fulfilled by the Romans, he had intermixed his

judgments with great mercies; but when he finally

requited the Jews as a nation, for all their wicked ways,
he acted according to the moil perfect equity.—To
roufe from fecurity thofe who put far from them the

evil day, and to convince them the more effectually

of the abfolute certainty of the approaching calamities;

and that the dreadful foretold events might make
the deeper impreffion on their minds, the affurance

is repeated once and again. For promoting thefe.

ufeful porpofes, the Spirit of God often urges, by buf-

fervants
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fervants the prophets, the important declarations

they were intrufted to deliver, as in the inftance be-

fore us.

J. Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your
fathers together, (faith the Lord) which have
burnt incenfe upon the mountains, and blaf-

phemed me upon the hills: therefore will I

meafure their former work into their bofom.

The reafons of the feverity of the threatened judge-

ments are here fubjoined by the Lord himfelf. Your
iniquities, who have been reftored from captivity at

Babylon, whereby you have degraded yourfelves,

indulged in grofs wickednefs and odious hypocrify,

wherebyyou have rejected the falvation offered to you
by the Mefliah, offended me, and deferted my fervice

—Thefe are the procuring caufesof the calamities you
are to fuffer—And the iniquities of your fathers, who
before that captivity were addicted to all manner of

idolatry and fuperftition, whereby they became like

to the heathen nations that know me not. As a

ftrong proof of their defection from my worfhip,

They burnt incenfe upon the mountains. Notwithstanding
they were ftrictly commanded *, • utterly to deftroy
* all the places wherein the nations ye (hall poffefs
4 ferved other gods, upon the high mountains, and upon
* the hills, and under every green tree, and to break
* down their altars/ &c. The fubfequent conduct of

this people, who were exceedingly prone to adopt the

idolatrous rites of the heathen, plainly fhewed that

this was indeed a wife and neceffary precaution.

Notwithstanding the ftrict prohibitions delivered on
this fubject, inftead of facrificing in the place to which
they were required to bring their offerings, they
prefented their facrifices, and burnt incenfe upon the

mountains, the hills, and high places, as we learn from

many

* Deut. xii. 2*
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many paffages of the Old Teftament. By acting in this

manner, they difobeyed the authority of Jehovah,

they derogated from his glory, they reproached his

perfections and ordinances, and encouraged neigh-

bouring nations to revile and fpeak evil of the God of

lfrael, whofe worfhip they had deferted, and whofe

laws they had violated.

Therefore -will I meafure, &c. By fuiting my
judgments to their fins (faith the Lord) 1 will fully

repay all their tranfgrefiions. Though they were my
peculiar people, who were called by my name, and

blefled by me above all the nations of the earth, yet

after they have obftinately perfifted in rebellion

againft me, and filled up the meafure of their iniqui-

ties, I will requite their former wicked works, and

render into their bofom a juft recompenfe for all their

evil ways and doings.—Thefe and fimilar predictions,

relative to the destruction of the Jewifh people, an-

nounced at different times by different prophets,

unconnected with each other, and accomplished in

their feafon, demonftrate the perfect righteoufnefs,

and exact foreknowledge of Jehovah, who is acquaint

with all the actions of men in every period, and ren-

ders their fins fubfervient to the advancement of his

glory. Though the fulfilment of ancient prophecies

be delayed, yet nothing (hall fail that he hath fore-

told ; his counfel fhall Hand, and he will do all his

pleafure.

8. % Thus faith the Lord, As the new wine

is found in the clutter, and one faith, Deitroy

it not, for a blefling is in it : fo will I do for

my fervants fakes, that I may not deftroy

them all.

The Lord God folemnly declares, that the awful

punifhment he threatened to inflict on the pofterity

of lfrael fhould be moderated, not toward the wicked,

but with refpect to his chofen generation, who were

Vol. IV. 3 S t0
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to be faved from direful calamities, even as Noah was

refcued from the deluge, and Lot from the deftruc-

tion of Sodom. A remnant was to be fayed, accord-

ing to the election of grace. The fubject is illuftrated

by a fimilitude taken from the gathering of grapes in

the time of vintage, when the bad and fpoiled ones

are thrown away—He who hath the infpe&ion of

this bufinefs, obferving fome clutters of good grapes,

that might yield excellent wine, directs that they

fhall not be caft away, or injured, but be carefully

preferved .^~6b will I do, &c. The application of this

comparifon is not difficult to be underftood. Jeho-

vah declares, that he who orders all the affairs relative

to his Church* will not permit his upright worfhippers

to be rejected and deftroyed with the ungodly, but

will mercifully fpare them amid the multitude of

tranfgrelTors deftined to perifh— That thofe who are

united to Jefus Chrift, the true vine", who poflefs a

living principle of faith in God, and in his Son, who
are full of the bleffing of the Lord, replenifhed with

the graces of his Spirit, and bring forth thofe good

fruits which are acceptable in his light, mail be deli-

vered from the terrible calamities inflicted on the

wicked and hypocritical. This prediction was re-

markably verified when the Jews were cut off by the

Ilomans, and their civil and eccleiiaftical ftate was
terminated. At this eventful period* many of the

tiifciples of Jefus Chritt efcaped the general defla-

tion. For their fake God did not dettroy all that

people, but feparated his fervants from thofe devoted

to mifery and death. For their fake, our Lord de-

clares, the days of calamity were fhortened, which had
they been prolonged, no fle fir could have been faved*.

—VVhat ineflimable bleflings are the fervants of God
to thofe places wherein they refide ! What gracious

legard doth GodTnew them in the Son of his love 1

what honour hath he put upon them, in perilous

times, by not only delivering them from danger, but,

on their account, fparing families and cities ! How
highly,

* Mat. xxiv. 22.
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highly, then, ought they to be efteemed, on whom
refts the blefiing of the Lord, and who are of effential

benefit to the focieties with which they are con-

nected.

9. And I will bring forth a feed out of Ja-

cob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains : and mine eledl (hall inherit it,

and my fervants mail dwell there.

In this and the verfe which immediately follows,

the Lord God promifes to beftow upon his chofen

people the bleffings of his providence and grace,

whereby they Ihould not only-be refcued from the

calamities by which the wicked were cut off, but be

elevated to the pofTeffion of very important advan-

tages. The fubject, introduced in the preceding

verfe, is fo explained and illuftrated, that two things

feem at once to be intimated, the one exhibiting a

ilrong refemblance of the other, and ferving to adum-
brate what is chiefly intended. The Almighty de-

clares, that he would raife up a numerous pofterity to

the patriarch Jacob, who was furnamed Ifrael, to

whom, with his fervants of the tribe of Judah, he
would give the fecure pofTeffion of the mountains in

the land of Canaan, which in prophetic language are

called the mountains of God. That rich country
they were to inherit, as the portion affigned to them
by Divine providence. This circumftance ferves to

reprefent a much more momentous event, to which
the prophecy feems efpecially to refer.—The upright

worfhippers of Jehovah, the genuine difciples of Jefus

Chrift, who, I fuppofe, are principally intended, were
not only to be delivered from the deftruclion in

which great part of the Jewifh nation were involved,

but to enjoy the precious bleffings prefigured by the
benefits wherewith that people had been favoured
in the land of Paleftine. The fpiritual pofterity of

Jacob, the children ofGod, fhallbe inverted with the

facred
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facred privileges, reprefented by the advantages pe-

culiar to the descendants of that renowned patriarch.

They (hall be honoured with the gracious prefence

of God ; they (hall have accefs to his throne of grace;

they (hall be admitted to communion with him in the

exercifes of his wor(hip; they (hall be favoured with

bis gracious protection ; and be folaced with the fruits

of his abundant goodnefs, wherein they (hall greatly

rejoice.

—

And mine elecljhall inherit it, &c. My cho-

fen people and faithful fervants, diligently employed
in my fervice, (hall have an honourable title and in-

dubitable claim to all the privileges and bleflings

contained in the exceeding great and precious pro-

mifes of my word, in coniequence of their intimate

relation to me and the Mediator of the new cove-

nant.

io. And Sharon fhall be a fold of flocks,

and the valley of Achor a place for the fyerds

to lie down in, for my people that have fought

me.

Sharon was remarkable for the fertile fields, the

rich pafturage, the fine flowers and fruits with which

it abounded, and for the fmall inclofures wherein

flocks of cattle retted at noon and in the night. This

figurative expreffion may fignify, that the people of

God, who are the flock of his pafture, fhall be favour-

ed with abundance of the bed fpiritual provifion, to

which they fhall have eafy accefs, and feed on with

pleafure, in the mod agreeable tranquillity and re-

pofe.

—

And the valley ofAchor a placefor the herds to

lie down in. This pleaiant and fruitful plain, fituated

near the city Jericho, was thefirft place in the land

of Canaan on which the children of lfrael entered the

pofTeffion. It had this name given to it, becaufe

that Achan, or Achar, who took of the accurfed

thing, contrary to the exprefs command of God, was

there ftoned to death* This valley was given to them
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as a door of hope, or ground of encouragement to ex-

pect that God would grant them, in due time, the

whole promifed inheritance, with complete victory

over their enemies. In this place, our prophet fore-

tels the herds (hall lie down, after having fed to the

full on the luxuriant pafturage which the valley af-

forded. More than temporal good things, which the

words literally denote, are doubtlefs included in this

prediction. Our minds muft rife from the literal to

the figurative and fpiritual fenfe of the prophecy, in

order to comprehend its whole import. Both expref-

fions ufed in this verfe ferve to intimate, that the

Lord God will conduct his fervants, who feek him
with ftedfaft hearts continually, into the mod eligible

fituations, wherein they fhall enjoy thofe mercies and
privileges, which fhall prove pledges and preludes of

the precious bleffings whereby they fhall be fully fa-

tisfied, in the green paftures of his word, and befide

the flill waters of the fanctuary.

11. IT But ye are they that forfake the

Lord, that forget my holy mountain, that pre-

pare a table for that .troop, and that furnifh

the drink-offering unto that number.

Ifaiah, in the name of Jehovah, addrefling his coun-

trymen, the apoftate Jews, fpecifies four of the crimes

on account of which he denounces againft them aw-
ful judgments.— 1 ft, Te are they thatforfake the Lord.

Ye have committed two great evils, in departing

from the fountain of living waters, and hewing out

cifterns, broken cifterns, that can hold no water *.

Notwithstanding the high privileges which the Al-

mighty hath conferred upon you, you have Rioft un-

gratefully deferted his fervice, rejected his authority,

and preferred the worfhip of dead idols to the worfhip

of the living and true God. By thefe deteftable

practices you have provoked him to anger.—2dly,
That

* Jer. ii. 13.
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natforget my holy mountain, the place that I appro-

priated for you to perform my folemn worfhip, and
to bring my offerings, that you might ferve me in the

beauty of holinefs, and enjoy the fymbols of my gra-

cious prefence. This mount Zion, facred to the pur-

poles of devotion, ye have neglected, unmindful of

the privileges ye might have enjoyed, and the mani-
fold obligations ye lie under to have honoured me in

the place that 1 appointed.—3dly, That prepare a
tablefor that troop, &c. The Hebrew words, ren-

dered troop and number, were probaly names given
to the fun and moon, to which the Jews were
prone to yield idolatrous worfhip *, and which were
anciently adored by the Syrians and Phenrcians.

Thefe celeftial luminaries were the objects of early

veneration and homage, as is evident from the caution

given, to the lfraelites by God's fervant Mofes f, where
he bids them, take good heed, left they corrupt them-
felves— ' left thou lift, up thine eyes unto heaven, and
4 when thou feeft the fun, and the moon, and the ftars,

* even all the hoft of heaven, thou fhouldft be impelled
* to worfhip them.'

—

qthly. Notwithstanding, for them
they prepared a table, after the manner of the heathen
nations, and offered to them thofe drink-offerings

which ought to have been prefented to the true God.
— 1 fuppofe the words admit of a more refined fpiritual

fenfe, and may comprehend a more improved kind
of fuperftition and idolatry, of which they are guilty

who worfhip, befide the living God, thofe who by
nature are no gods, and who direct the homage they

yield to him, not through the one Mediator only, but
through the merits and interceflion of a number of

advocates, on whofe interpofition they place great

confidence. Such people come under this defcription,

and expofe themfelves to the awful judgdments men-
tioned in the following verfes,

12. Therefore

#
Jer. Yii. i 8. + Deut. iv. i$.etfeq»
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12. Therefore will I number you to the.

fword, and ye fhall all bow down to the flaugh-

tcr: becaufe when I called, ye did not anfwer;

when I fpake, ye did not hear, but did evil

before mine eyes, and did choofe that wherein

I delighted not.

Awful punifhment is denounced by the Lord God,

to whom vengeance belongeth, againft the profane,

idolatrous, and hypocritical, on account of the enor-

mous crimes that are exprefsly fpecified. Thofe who,

from falfe and unworthy appreheniions of the blefTed

God, worfhip him, not according to his own prefcrip-

tigns, but in a manner fuited to their own fooliih.

imaginations, who forfake the Lord and ferve other

gods, fhall fuffer the punifhment of the fword T
or be

ilain by other hoftile weapons employed for their

deftrudtion. And though the fword may feem to

devour promifcuoufly one as wrell as another, yet the

fuperintending hand of Providence mail prevent it

from exceeding the number afiigned to that calamity,
—Andyejlmll bow down to the/laughter. As ye have

proftrated yourfelves before the idols that ye have

ierved, {0 ye (hall have the juft retribution of your

crimes; ye fhall bow down to receive the fatal blow,

whereby as fheep ye fhall be flaughtered. The rea*

fons of this threatened judgment are fubjoined in the

following words.

—

Becaufe when I called ye did not

anfwer, &c. By the profufion of bleflings 1 have

conferred on you; by the fevere chaltifements I have

inflicted on you in the courfe of my providence ; by
the intimations of my will given in my law; by the

inftrudtions of my fervants; the remonitrances of con-

icience ; and the motions of my good Spirit, I have
called upon you to attend to the things that belong

to your peace, and to avoid the evils and dangers yoa
have incurred. Notwithstanding 1 have called to

you in thefe various ways with peculiar earneftnefs,
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and fpoken to you on the moft interefling fubje&s, yc
did not anfwer or regard. How aftonifhing, that the

Almighty fovereign of heaven and earth fhould have
fpoken to his people, and they would not reply; that

the heavenly Father fhould have addrefTed his child-

ren, and they would not hearken; that the all- wife

God fhould have inftru&ed thofe who would not at-

tend; that the Lord of all fhould have offered mercy,

which men would not accept !—Are there not many
among us to whom God hath fpoken, who refufe to

hearken to his voice, and to defift from their tranf-

greflions ? They are fufpicious of God's willingnefs to

fave them, whilfl they continue averfe to come to the

Saviour, that they may have life. They fuppofe, that

were he as willing to fave them as they are to be
faved, they would not be in the fmalleft danger. The
very reverfe of this is the truth ; for the chief part

of the falvation which God calls us to accept, confines

in deliverance from the love and practice of fin. Now,
there are not a few who conlider freedom from the

fervice of iniquity as a bereavement, or confinement,

rather than a favour and privilege, and therefore de-

cline to obey the voice of the Lord.

—

And did evil

before mine eyes, &c. The expreflion may be under-

ftood in its utmoit latitude, comprehending every

error, in principle and practice, committed by the

Jews, contrary to what God had preicribed for their

obfervance. God required from them fpiritual wor-

ship, they were pleafed with fubje&ion to carnal ordi-

nances ; God required them to be denied to their own
xighteoufnefs as the ground of their acceptance,

they Humbled at this ftumbling-ftone, and went

about to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, not fub-

mitting to the righteoufnefs which is by faith in

the Mediator. The facrifices of God are a broken

and a contrite heart, whereas they appeared before

him with minds elated by pride and vain-glory. In

this manner they acted under his immediate inflec-

tion, whofe eyes go to and fro through the earth, be-

holding the evil and the good. In thefe, and other

refpects
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refpedts, they exhibited a ftriking representation of

thofe, who, whilft they perform fome external rites

and duties, are indifferent to the fpiritual fervices

which are acceptable unto the Lord.

13. Therefore thus faith the Lord God,
Behold, my fervants fhall eat, but ye fhall be

hungry : behold, my fervants fhall drink, bat

ye fhall be thirfly : behold, my fervants fhall

rejoice, but ye fhall be afhamed :

14. Behold, my fervants fhall fing for joy

of heart, but ye fhall cry for forrow of heart,

and fhall howl for vexation of fpirit.

In thefe verfes, a ftriking contrail is ftated between
the happy condition of the fervants of God, and the

miferable flate of idolatrous, obilinate rejecters of

Divine inflitutions and Divine precepts. To give the

greater foiemnity to this prediction, it is introduced

as the determined purpofe of the Lord God ; and, to

claim the greater regard, every article commences
with a note of attention.

—

Thus faith the Lord God,

Behold, my fervants Jhall eat, &-c. Thofe who are

devoted to my fear, and do the things that pleafe me,

fhall not only be bleffed with temporal good things,

fuited to their neceffities, whereby they fhall be fup-

ported and comforted, but they fhall feafl with de-

light on precious fpiritual bleffings, and be abun-

dantly fatisfied with the goodnefs of the Lord, and
the facred provifion of his houfe, whereby they are

nourilhed and ftrengthened. They fhall eat and be

fatisfied, and praife the Lord *.

—

But ye Jhall he

hungry. Ye who forfake the Lord, who neglect his

inftituted worihip, and do evil before his eyes—Ye
ihall be reduced to miferable circumflances, wherein

ye fhall be deftitute of every thing neceffary to gra-

tify your craving appetites. And having ungrate-

. Vol. IV. 3T fully

* Pfal. xxii. 16.
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fully rejected the urgent invitations given you, to

come into the kingdom of God, and to enjoy its pri-

vileges, ye fhall be for ever excluded from the en-

joyment of them, and feel thofe confequent painful

fenfations that arife from difappointment and want.

—Behold, myfervants Jhall drink. They fhall have
abundance of thofe temporal comforts that are requi-

site to fulfil their juft defires, and to yield them en-

tire fatisfadion. They fhall drink of the water of*

life, that flows in the river of God's pleafures, from the

fountain of life, and from thence receive abundant
refrefhment and confolation.

—

But ye fhall be thirjly.

Ye wTho are of the above defcription fhall feel intenfc

defires of enjoying thofe things that might relieve

you from the painful fenfations whereby ye fhall be
diftreffed, which ye fhall never be able to attain.

-

—

Behold, myfervants Jhall rejoice, with joy unfpeak-

able and full of glory, in the manifold, pleafing tefti-

monies they receive of God's providential care and
kindnefs; in the choice mercies that he vouchfafes to

beftow; in the ordinances that he hath inftituted; in

the privileges he confers; in the fervices he requires;

in the fublime pleafures he imparts ; and in the glo-

rious profpeds he opens to their view.

—

ButyeJhall be

a/hamed, ye fhall be covered with fhame and confu-

fion at the recollection of your egregious folly, and
your enormous tranfgreffions, which fhall be highly

aggravated by your difappointment in not attaining

the objects from whence you expeded to enjoy confi-

derable benefit.

Behold, myfervantsJJmllJing, &c. Their joy fhall

be unfeigned, proceeding from the inmofl fenfations

of their fouls ; and being exceeding great, it fhall be

expreffed in fongs of praife to him who hath gratified

their defires, granted their requefts, and fulfilled their

expedations. The counterpart to this felicity and joy

is truly affeding.

—

ButyeJhall cryfor forrow of hearty

&c. Through exceffive, pungent grief, and vexation,

of fpirit, your joy fhall be
1

turned into mourning, and

your laughter into heavinefs -

P and ye fhall weep and
howl
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howl for the miferies that are come upon you.—How
diametrically oppofite the conditions which are here

defcribed ! the one a ftate of affluence, felicity, and

joy ; the other a ftate of want, mifery, and forrow.

Choofe you then, this day, whom you will ferve :

whether will you ferve the living and true God, who
exalts thofe who do his will to honour and happinefs,

or dead idols and lying vanities, fubjeclion to which

fhall terminate in ruin.—Thefe predictions were in

fome meafure verified at the commencement of the

new ceconomy of grace ; and in following ages, when
the fervants of the Moil High did eat their meat with

gladnefs and finglenefs of heart, praifing God, re-

joicing in his abundant goodnefs and great falvation r

whilft the wicked, who rejected Jefus Chrift and his

gofpel, were overwhelmed with calamity and for-

row.

15. And ye fhall leave your name for a

curie unto my chofen : for the Lord God
fhall flay thee, and call his fervants by another

pame.

The terrible punifhment of thefe wicked apoftates

from God was to be fo extraordinary, that their de-

flruction ihould be confidered as a remarkable in-

ftance of the feverity of Divine judgments. The
name, which it is foretold they fhall leave as a me-
morial of their iniquity, is that of * unbelieving, difo-
4 bedient, gainfaying, and rebellious,* the designations

often given to them in the Scriptures. The predic-

tion imports, that they were to be covered with igno-

miny and reproach ; that the punifhment of their

crimes ihould be fo great, that when a curfe was im-
precated by any one on the objects of his execra-

tion, he would introduce the people here fpoken of

as exhibiting an example of a very grievous male-

diction. The fubjecl may be illuftrated by an in-

ftance
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fiance fomewhat fimilar, mentioned by Jaremiah*,
where it is thus written : * Thus faith the Lord of
* hofts., the God of lfrael, of Ahab the fon of Ko-
1 laiah, and of Zedekiah the fon of Maafeiah—Of
' them fhall be taken up a curfe by all the captivity
' of Judah which are in Babylon, faying, the Lord
•make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the
• king of Babylon roafted in the fire.*

—

For the Lord
God Jhall Jlay thee, &c. A change of perfons, from
the plural to the lingular number, occurs in this

verfe, which may intimate, that every one whofe
name is left for a curfe, fhali fuffer the awful punifh-
ment threatened by Jehovah. Thou malt be cut off

from the earth by dreadful temporal calamities, and a
violent death, and thou fhalt perifh from among my
people by means of fpiritual judgments. The na-

tion fhall be defolated, the temple, and the external

worfhip to which thou art attached, fhall be abolifh-

ed.—This prophecy was remarkably verified by the

terrible flaughter made of the Jews by the Romans,
when their holy houfe and Jerufalem were laid in

ruins, and great part of the people perifhed.

AndJhall call hisfewants by another name. The
name whereof our prophet fpeaks is not an empty
title, but fuch a defignation as includes a juft defcrip-

tion of the real character and privileges of thofe on
whom it is conferred. The appellation of Chris-
tians, whereby the difciples of the Lord Jefus Chrift:

were tiiiiinguiihed from Jews and Gentiles, feems in-

tended in this prediction. This honourable name, of

extenfive import, given to the Church, (though al-

moft loft through ignorance and error, hypocrify and
formality) is a fmall tribute of refpecl due to Jefus

Chrift, from thofe who are faved by his grace, and
fubjecl: to his authority. A Chriftian, indeed, pof-

felles the moil excellent and honourable name, that

can be attained in this prefent life; that intimates his

refemblance to Jefus Chrift, the 6on of God, the

Prince of the kings of the earth ; that he poflefTes his

Spirit

* Chap. xxix. t J, 22.
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Spirit and temper, folicitous to imitate his perfect ex-

ample. It denotes, that from juft views of his fu-

preme dignity, and the ineftimable bleffings con-

tained in the falvation of Chrift, in reliance on his

all-fufficient mediation, the Chriftian forms his fenti-

ments and practice, according to the facred model his

Lord and Saviour hath exhibited. This amiable

name, derived from thefe circumftances, is, 1 fuppofe,

the deiignation by which Jehovah foretels that his

fervants mail be called. The Greek word, ufed in

Ads xi. 26. where it is written, ' that the difciples
1 were firft called Chriftiansat Antioch,' fignifies,they

were Divinely warned that this (hould be their name,
that they were fo called by Divine appointment,

agreeably to the prediction before us.—Though it

may not be in your power, brethren, to acquire emi-

nent worldly dignity and reputation, you may never-

thelefs attain the honour of bearing his name and
image, in whom the whole great family in heaven
and earth is called. Be it therefore the object of

your affiduous purfuit, to exemplify the Chriftian

temper and conduct, and to walk worthy of him in

whole name you were baptized, and who hath called

you to his eternal kingdom and glory.

16. That he whoblefTeth himfelf in the earth,

fhall blefs himfelf in the God of truth, and he
that fweareth in the earth, fhall fwear by the

God of truth; becaufe the former troubles are

forgotten, and becaufe they are hid from mine
eyes.

Our prophet foretels, that the happy period was
approaching wherein the name of the God of falva-

tion was to be known, honoured, and worihipped

over all the earth. One who blefies himfelf, and who
would be indeed blefled, mull poflefs thofe advantages

which are requiiite to his temporal happinefs, fuch as

health,
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health, profperity, tranquillity, liberty, riches, and
long life ; with thofe bleffings which are neceflary to

fpiritual felicity, fuch as remiffion of fins, peace with

God, true holinefs, Divine protection and confolation.

Now, that one may blefs himfelf in another, he muft
depend upon him, and derive from him all thofe pre-

cious benefits which are effential to his felicity. The
auguft Perfon, in whom the fervants of God, called

by a new name, and partakers of a new nature, blefs

themfelves, is the God of truth, the only true God,
or the God who is truth. The Hebrew word, here

rendered truth, denotes the certainty, the veracity,

the importance and excellence of what is affirmed,

and is ufed adverbially by our Saviour, to give folemn
aifurance of the truth of what he declares, as in John
iii. 3. where he thus fpeaks, verily, verily, I fay unto
* thee, except a man be born again he cannot fee the
* kingdom of God.' It is one of the names which he
hath affumed *

; where he thus writes to the Angel
of the Church of Laodicea :

' Thefe things faith the
4 Amen, the faithful and true Witnefs, the beginning
« of the creation of God/ the true Meffiah, who came
in God's great name to be the Light of the world, and
the Life of men ; to make known the way of falva-

tion, and to obtain eternal redemption for us. He is

the true Godf, porTeffing real divinity with the

eternal Father and Holy Ghoft, and claiming the fame
perfections, operations, and worfhip, which belong to

the true God alone. Chrift Jefus is alfo the God of

truth, inafmuch as he is the truth and fubftance of all

the prophecies, types, and figures, inftituted under the

former oeconomy. He is the true tabernacle, the

true bread, the true Prophet, Prieft, and King of his

Church. The words, then, under confideration, give

the real and proper character of Jefus Chrift, concern-

ing whom it is foretold, ' That men fhall be blefTed
4 in him, and all nations fhall call him blleffed J.'

Whilft worldly men blefs themfelves in the abun-
dance

* Rev. iii. 14. f J John t. 20. % Pfal. Ixxii. 17.



Ver. 16. PROPHECIES of ISAIAH. 519

dance of their wealth, the fervants of God fhall blefs

themfelves in jefus Chrift, who is their Saviour, their

righteoufnefs, their ftrength, their portion, and who to

them is all in all.

And he that fweareth in the earth, &c. An oath

is an act of facred homage, wherein the attributes, of

Jehovah are acknowledged, and a folemn appeal is

made to the true Omnifcient God, the avenger of

falfehood, as witnefs of the truth of what is afTerted;

Swearing by the God of truth denotes, that in this

manner people fhall teftify their refpect and fubjec-

tion to him that liveth and reigneth over all The
prediction plainly intimates, that the true God fhall

become the only object of religious worfhip; that

the nations of the earth, being emancipated from
idolatry and fuperftition, fhall honour him, and give

him the glory due to his great name.

—

At is added,
as a reafon of this happy change in men's fentiments

and practice

—

Becaufe the former troubles are forgot-

ten. Idolatry and iuperftition being abolilhed, and
the Gentile nations brought to the faith and obedience

of the true God, many caufes of the diforders and
calamities whereby people had been afflicted would
be removed fo effectually, that the very remembrance
of thefe evils fliould be obliterated; nor would they

be called to mind as in times pail. The wrath of

God, which had been revealed from heaven, againft

all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs, to the fenfes of
mankind, as matter of experience and certain fad, fhall

fiot be fo vifible, nor fo recollected, as in former pe-
riods.

—

And hecanfe they are hidfrom mine eyes. The
horrid fcenes of profanity and human depravity, on
account of which the wrath of God came upon the
children of difobedience, being no longer the objects

of Divine obfervation, they fhall not prove the (purees

of adverflty and mifery. The Divine judgments,
which they juflly merited, fhall be retrained,

17. IT For
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17. V For behold, I create new heavens,
and a new earth: and the former fhall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.

To explain and confirm the preceding prediction,

the Lord God explicitly declares, that he would ele-

vate his Church to a new and glorious condition,

wherein they mould be not only delivered from many
evils they had fuffered, but put in pofTefiion of what-
ever is requifite to their profperity and felicity. This
prophecy, to which we are invited to attend with
pculiar earneflnefs, relates not to the material heavens
and earth, but to an extenfive mighty change, which
was to be effected in the fpiritual world by the omni-
potence of Jehovah.—In delineating and embellifhing

illuftrious future events, Ifaiah frequently alludes to

the memorable actions of former times which hold a

confpicuous place in hiftory. When, therefore, he
foretels, by the Spirit of prophecy, the extraordinary

happy alteration that Jehovah was to make in the

ilate of his Church, he fo defcribes it as if uni-

verfal nature was to be renovated and changed.
Nothing of this kind is more forcible and elevated

than the imagery taken from the formation of the

world.

—

I create (faith God) new heavens and a new
earth. 1 am about to give my Church a new and
beautiful form, by introducing a new difpenfation of

grace, accompanied with other privileges and ordi-

nances, of fuperior excellence and glory to thofe

hitherto enjoyed, with new modes of facred accept-

able worfhip. Under this oeconomy of grace, which
was eftablifhed by Jefus Chrift and his apoftles, the

whole appearance of the fpiritual world is altered,

both in refpecl: of the intercourfe of mankind with

God, and with one another. The falfe gods that the

nations worlhipped, are removed ; the earth is pof-

feffed by inhabitants of a newdefcription, who worfhip

God, who is a fpirit, in Spirit and in truth. The
darknefs
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darknefs that covered the earth is gradually difpel-

led, the fhadows are gone, and the true light now
ftiineth ; the Sun of Righteoufnefs being rifen, with

healing under his wings, on them that fear God's

name. Even the material heavens, the fun, the

moon, and the ftars, and the earth whereon we dwell,

ferve new purpofes, and are viewed in a new light by
thofe who are created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.

Such, if I miftake not, are the new heavens and the

new earth, which the Lord God declares,

/ create, and will gradually bring into exiftence.

The material heavens and earth were made in fix

days, whereas thofe which are here intended are

formed by a flower progrefs, that the difplays of Di-

vine power and glory, exhibited in their gradual

eftablifhment, may be contemplated to greater ad-

vantage. To make way for the City of our God,
and the temple whereof he is the light and glory, the

city Jerufalem, and the holy houfe built on mount Zion,

were removed. Carnal ordinances were abolifhed,

to give place to the fublime fervices now appointed

by Jehovah. Heathen empires were overthrown,

that the kingdom of God our Saviour might be ex-

tended over all the earth. The power of Satan fhall

be deftroyed, that the kingdom of righteoufnefs, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, may be enlarged

and eftablifhed. And at laft this prefent world fhall

be confumed, that the new heavens and the new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs, may appear in

all their beauty and glory. Thus (hall this great

work of God progreffively advance toward perfection,

until it be confummated, to the honour and praife of
its Almighty Creator and Lord.

And theformer/hall not be remembered, &c. Thefe
words, 1 apprehend, do not import that the difpenfa-

tions of providence and grace, toward the Church of
God under the Old Teftament, fhould be neglected
and forgotten. The prophet Malachi concludes his.

book with thefe remarkable words :
' Remember ye

' the law of Mofes, my fervant, with the ftatutes

Vol. IV. 3 U and
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* and judgments *.* Whofo then is wife, and will

obferve thefe things which are there recorded, mall

underftand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord. By
carefully recollecting and ftudying them, acquaint-

ance with the ways of God is enlarged, knowledge of

iiluftrious perfons and events is acquired, which ferves

to eftablifh faith and other graces, and to excite to

the practice of holinefs. By comparing the Old with

the New Teftament, the fuperior glory of the latter

above the former may be clearly feen, whillt many
of the perfons and fervices, mentioned under the Mo-
faic difpenfation, exhibit inftructive figures and types

of good things which were then to come. The ex-

preflion under consideration feems only to intimate,

that the privileges, the happinefs, and confolations

belonging to the inhabitants of the new heaven and
the new earth, were to be fo tranfcendantly excel-

lent, as to furpafs the prerogatives and attainments

enjoyed of old by the fervants of God, and to efface

the remembrance not only of former diftrefTes and
forrows, but alfo of their joys and triumphs. So glori-

ous are the objects of contemplation prefented to view
in the gofpel; fo fublime the exercifes wherein the

Church is employed ; fo noble the advantages where-
with they are favoured, that the recollection of old

things mould pafs away as a virion of the night, and
be called to mind merely as pail diftant objects,

wherein people are little interefted, in comparifon of

thofe placed before their eyes.

1 8. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in

that which I create : for behold, I create Jeru-
falem a rejoicing, and her people a jo"y.

The fervants of the Moil High are directed to be
exceeding glad in his new creation, and the flouriffi-

ing ftate of his Church. It becomes you to be cheer-

ful, and to exult for joy in the poffeflion and prof-

pe&
* Chap", iv* 4<.'
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pect of the ineftimable bleffings and privileges pecu-

liar to thofe who ferve the God of truth. Let your
joy be fuperior-to that which refults from the crimi-

nal indulgence of corrupt pailions, which poifon hu-
man comforts, which excite feelings of regret and
difguft, and prove inimical to the practice of piety

and virtue. Let it exceed that momentary mirth,

which ariles from the expectation of the belt external

advantages in a prefent world, which are uncertain

and unfatisfying, and often interrupted by wearinefs,

difcontent, and dejection. Be you glad, with that

pure and permanent joy which refults from lively-

views of the fublime realities of the fpiritual world,

and which is admirably adapted to correct the intem-

perate efmfions of extravagant gaiety And take

heed that your joy be progrefiive, conftant, and per-

petual, until, through the influence of the Spirit of

joy, it become your habitual, fettled temper of

mind.
For behold I create Jerufakm a rejoicing, &-c. By

Jerufalem is here meant, as in many other predic-

tions, the cicy, or Church of God under the new Tef-
tament. This highly-favoured community, Jehovah
declares, he will create a rejoicing, or joy. The fa-

cred writers frequently attribute to the fubjects of
which they treat, thcfe qualities in the abilract, which
are mere commonly applied to them in the concrete.

I {hall explain what 1 mean by an example. For-
cibly to exprefs the emptinefs, inflability, and unpro-
fitablenefs of man, the royal Poet fays, in one w7ord,
4 Man is vanity V In like manner, God, by our pro-
phet, calling his fervants to confider the great things

he was about to do for his Church, faith

—

Behold I
create Jerufalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy, I

will render the fubjects of my kingdom joyful them-
felves, and they mail prove a fource of gladnefs to

other people who (hail view them aright. The
beauty and glory of the new creation, its tendency
toward perfection, notw7ithitanding every obstruction,

the
* Pfal. xxxix. c.
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the felicity enjoyed by the people of God, and the

high fatisfadtion which he exprelTes in their profperity,

juftly entitle them to this defcription.

19. And I will rejoice in Jerufalem, and joy

in my people, and the voice of weeping (nail

be no more heard in her, nor the voice of

crying,

Almighty God exprefsly declares, that his Church
fhall be advanced to fuch a happy date, that he him-

felf will participate in the joy arifing from their pros-

perous condition. This pleafing fentiment is not pe-

culiar to this paffage, but is averted in many other

places of Scripture *. It certainly denotes, that God
will manifeft, toward his people created in Chrift

Jefus unto good works, the moil tender affe&ion—

that he will exercife over them unremitting care and

attention^-that he will view with complacency their

flourifhing, happy condition, as the effect of his own
condefcenfion and grace ; as exhibiting the glory of

his Divine excellencies, and bearing deep impreffions

of his infinite goodnefs and love. This city of the

Lord, refcued from the hands of its enemies ; and its

citizens, freed from their vices and deformities, fhall

appear without thofe fpots and blemifhes where-

by their native beauty and purity was rlained, invert-

ed with the lovely image ofhim who created them.—
And the voice of weeping Jhall be no more heard.

Thefe words muft be underflood in confiftency with

the order which God hath eftablifned among man-
kind fince the introduction of fin into the world, and
their prefent flate of fubjection to the awful effects of

tranfgreflion againft the Lord, in this view they

give affurance, that, in the happy period which our

prophet delineates, the people of God were to be free

from public calamities, from oppreflion and perfecu-

tion, that give rife to general forrow and lamentation

—That
* Sec Jer. xxxii. 41. Zeph. iii. 17.



Ver. 19. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 5*5

—That private diftreffes, which give occafion to grief

and mourning, fhould be fo moderated by Divine

providence and grace, that, far from proving prejudi-

cial to their beft interefts, they were to be rendered

ufeful for promoting their holinefs and comfort—And
that fuch were the precious bleffings whereby they

fhould be enriched, that abundant matter of grati-

tude and joy in their liberal Benefactor, was to be fo

conftantly afforded, that all juft ground of complaint

and forrow (hall be removed.—Learned men do not

agree in their expofitions of this prophecy, and in,

their opinions refpecting the period to which it refers.

Some think that it delineates the glorious ftate of the

Church of God, when that which is in part mail be
done away, and that which is perfect (hall come.

Others underftand the prediction as defcribing the

profperous (late of the kingdom of God under the

new ceconomy of grace. In depicting this fubject,

very ftrong expreffions are ufed in prophecy, which
require to be foftened to a fenfe that accords to the

condition of the Church on earth. Of thefe, a re-

markable fpecimen occurs in the chapter now under
confideration, where, in allufion to the happinefs of

the inhabitants of Jerufalem in ancient times, the fe-

licity and glory of the Church ofGod under the New
Teftament, is reprefented in very ftrong and glowing

colours.

20. There (hall be no more thence an infant

of days, nor an old man that hath not filled

his days : for the child (hall die an hundred
years old, but the finner being an hundred years

old, fhall be accurfed.

Ifaiah here foretels another ingredient, whereof the

happinefs of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift mall confift,

when arrived at eminent lplendor and glory. On
this verfe, as to the meaning of which there hath been
much controverfy, 1 (hall fay little, left I darken
counfel by words without knowledge. 1 fuppofe the

word



5*6 LECTURES OxNr the Chap. LXV,

words cannot, confidently with truth, be underftood

in their literal fenfe, and therefore it is requifite to

confider what may be their figurative import.

—

There

Jhall be no more thence an infant of days. From the

time in which the accompliihmem of this prediction

fhall commence, fo copious fhall be the means of in-

ftruction conveyed by the glorious gofpel of Chrift,

that, if improved aright, and accompanied with the

promifed Divine blefiing, there (hall not be a little

child in understanding. All fhall pofTefs, even babes

in Chrift, an extenfive intimate acquaintance with

the word, the ways, and falvation of God.

—

Nor an old

man that hath not filled his days ; whofe time feems to

have been only an empty fpace, wherein little or no-

thing valuable hath been done. An aged perfon

fhall rarely be found, who hath not employed his

days in a&s of true devotion and real beneficence,

whofe mind is not replenifhed with facred knowledge
and Divine grace.

—

For the child Jhall die an hundred

years old. Very young perfons, thofe in the early

ftages of life, fhall at their deceafe be pollened of

fpiritual knowledge, prudence, Chriftian experience,

and attainments in holinefs, equal to thofe who have

lived to old age.

—

But theJinner being an hundred years

old, Jhall be.accurfed. Ihe impenitent tranfgrefTor,

fecluded from the privileges of the Church, notwith-

ftanding the many important advantages he hath

enjoyed, and reaching to the utmoit verge of human
life, mall die accurfed. Deferving the curfe annexed

to tranfgreffion, he fhall be caft out of the kingdom
of God; and, according to the Divine appointment,

devoted to everlafting punifhment. Such, if 1 mif-

take not, is the meaning of this abftrufe prediction.

2i. And they fhall build houfes, and inhabit

them; and theyfhall plant vineyards, and eat the

fruit of them.

In
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In this and the two following verfes, the people of

God are allured of agreeable fecurity, and the conti-

nued enjoyment of the good things with which they

are favoured. The predictions they contain are

delivered in terms iirnilar to thofe which were literally

fulfilled to the Ifraelites, under th^Mofaic difpenfation,

when they hearkened to God's voice and obeyed his

commandments. They plainly intimate, that the

external circumftances of the Vervants of God fhall be
comfortable, and greatly preferable to what they

have been in times pail; when one built, and another

pofiefTed; when one planted, and another did eat the

fruits. In proof of their lituation being eafy and
pleafant, through the peculiar care of Divine Provi-

dence, they (hall build houfes for their accommodation;
and having built convenient habitations, they (hall

have the pleafure of pofTeffing them undiflurbed.

This favourable circumftance may reprefent the com-
forts and liability of their fpiritual Hate, wherein they
fhall be bleifed with every thing requilite to render

their lituation pleafant and permanent.

—

And they

/hall plant vineyards, &-c They fhall be employed
in the moll agreeable and profitable exercifes, by means
of which their circumflances mail be improved, and
become more and more defirable. Nor fhall they
be deprived, by calamity, fraud, or force, of the
delicious fruits produced in their vineyards This
article may figuratively denote, that they mall be
engaged in promoting the interells of the kingdom of
God; and that they fhall be delighted with the joyful

confequences refulting, through the Divine blelling,

from their prudent exertions.

22. They fhall not build, and another in-

habit ; they fhall not plant, and another eat

:

for as the days of a tree, are the days of my
people, and mine elect fhall long enjoy the

work of their hands.

To
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To illuftrate and confirm the remarkable event

foretold in the preceding verfe, the prediction is am-
plified, and repeated in a form fomewhat different.

The fervants of God fhall afluredly enjoy the benefits

arifing from their building and planting ; they fhall

have the fatisfaction of feeing their labours, both as to

temporal and fpiritual matters, attended with happy
effects, in which they fhall largely participate.

—

For as

the days of a tree are the days of my people. Declin-

ing to enter upon any curious difquilition, refpedling

the particular tree that might be intended by Ifaiah,

and the term of its continuance in a thriving ftate—
it may fuffice at prefent to remark, that the perpetuity

of the promifed bleffings is ftrongly intimated by thi*

beautiful fimilitude.wbereby they are allured their prof-

perity fhall be long continued. Their ufeful and pious

labours fhall not be foon terminated, nor fhall they be
interrupted or retarded by ftrangers. And during their

long refidence on earth, they fhall be vigorous, flou-

rifhing, and fruitful in every good work, increafing in

the knowledge of God.

—

Mine eleftjhall long enjoy the

work of their hands. My chofen people, that 1 have
fet apart for myfelf, that they may be holy and with^

out blame before me in love ; thefe chofen, excellent

ones of the earth fhall reap the fruits of their la-

bours, refpecting both their temporal and fpiritual

interefts, not during a fhort but a long period of

time.

23. They fhall not labour in vain, nor
bring forth for trouble : for they are the feed

of the blefTed of the Lord, and their offspring

with them.

To intimate the abfolute certainty of this defirable

event, and to enliven the expectations of God's pecu-

liar people, the agreeable aflurance is repeated. They
fhall not be idle, but employed in work which fhall

prove fo fuccefsful, as to be fufficient for their fub-

liftence
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fiitence and comfort. They fhall be free from the

vexation and diftrefs that arifes from difappointment,

and from being deprived of the fruits of their induitry.

They fhall pofTefs the advantages refulting from their

labours, and the pleafing fatisfaction they are fuited to

impart.

—

Nor bringforthfor trouble. The uneafinefTes

and anxieties of the fervants of God (hall not be in-

creafed by the follies or by the afflictions of their

children, which in great meafure (hall be reftrained,

or alleviated by favourable difpenfations of provi-

dence and grace For they are thefeed of the bleffed

of the Lord, on whom he hath conferred not only

abundance of temporal good things, with profperity

and fuccefs ; but alfo enriched with fpiritual be-

nefits, the forgivenefs of fins, the renovation of their

natures, the graces of the Spirit, and the fupply of

their neceliities. This bleffing fhall extend to their

offspring, who fhall participate with the parents in

the benediction of the Lord. This agreeable circum-

ftance fhall contribute much to increafe the happinefs

both df old and young. What a delightful fight, to

behold the accomplifhment of this promife ; people,

with their children, enjoying the favour and bleffing

of the Lord I

24. And it fhall come to pafs, that before

they call, I will anfwer, and while they are

yet fpeaking, I will hear.

The mod delightful, profitable intercourfe fhall be

maintained betwixt Qod and his fervants, as a fatisfy-

ing proof of their love to his prefence, and depend-

ence on his tender compaflion ; and of his paternal

regard and peculiar care. They fhall not only be

favoured with immediate anfwers to their prayers,

prefented to God for things agreeable to his will, but

fuch is the infinite grace of Jehovah, who knoweth

their neceflities, that he will anticipate their defires,

and relieve their wants even before they cxprefs their

Vol. IV. 3 X requefts,
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requefts, or whilft they are employed in this exercife.

Striking inftances of this fort are recorded in Scrip-

ture. Whilft the prophet Daniel was fpeaking in

prayer, the man Gabriel was fent to give him a favour-

able reply to his fupplications *. Cornelius the centu-

rion, when engaged in prayer, was informed by an

angel that his prayers and alms were come up for a

memorial before God + . The Lord God declares by
Ifaiah, that fuch fhall be the happy privilege of his

fervants at the time to which this prediction refers.

Though they may imagine that God doth not hear

and anfwer their fupplications, yet they are allured

that he will regard their requefts ; that he will ac-

cept of their peribns and fervices, as acts of homage
whereby they honour him, and acknowledge his Di-

vine excellencies. Though angels may not defcend

to give them this pleafing intimation, the Holy Spi-

rit may fo enlarge their hearts, and enliven their af-

fections, as to convey comfortable returns to their

prayers. He will either grant the mercy defired

without delay, or fome more valuable and neceflary

favours than thofe which had been fought. What an
ineftimable privilege ! in which every one ought to be
folicitous to participate. By the ipeedy anfwers of

prayer, you may obtain the fulfilment of your juft

defires, the fupply of your wants, the redrefs of your
grievances, deliverance from troubles, and fecurity

from evil. When you find trouble and forrow, and
are deprived of health, ftrength, affluence, liberty, and
friends, and are deftitute of Divine light and confola-

tion, by calling on the name of the Lord, you may
have reafon to fay with the royal Pfalmift, He heard
* me, and delivered me from all my fears and dif-

4 treffes J.' For this you have the beft fecurity that

heaven and earth can afford, the promife of the God
of truth.

25. The wolf and the lamb (hall feed to-

gether; and the lion fhall cat ftraw like the

bullock

:

* Dan. ix. 21. f Afts x. 4. t Pfali xxxiv. 4.
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bullock : and duft /hall be the ferpents meat.

They fhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy

mountain, faith the Lord.

Ifaiah concludes this portion of his prophecies by
foretelling the general tranquillity and harmony that

fhall prevail in the Church of God. The prediction

is exprefTed in terms highly figurative and allegorical.

The animals here mentioned denote people who re-

femble them in temper and practice, as i endeavoured

to (hew when illuftrating Chap. xi. ver. 7. and 8.-—

The wolf, which is an exceeding fierce, rapacious crea-

ture, and greedy of devouring its prey, exhibits a

flriking emblem of the barbarous enemies of the flock

of Jefus Chrifl, who are remarkable for favage cru-

elty, and eager defire to hurt and devour them. The
lamb, well-known for its innocence, harmleffnefs, and

ufefulnefs, fignificantly reprefents the difciples of

Jefus Chrift, who are diftinguifhed for humility,

meeknefs, and inofFenfive behaviour. Refpecling

perfons of thefe oppofite natural difpofitions, it is

foretold, that thofe of the former defcripuon, being

divefled of their natural ferocity, and converted to

the faith and obedience of the gofpel by the power of

Divine grace, they fhall feed together in the green

paftures of the word and ordinances of God, main-

taining with each other agreeable intercourfe and

harmony.—The lion, that is reckoned one of the

ftrongeft, fierceft, and moft intrepid beafls of the

foreft, exhibits a proper emblem of the powerful,

terrible, blood- thirfly adverfaries of the people of God,

who, when permitted, are ready to tear them in

pieces. The bullock may be confidered as fymboli-

cal of the laborious, ufeful fervants of God, who are

under the peculiar care of the great Lord of all, and

employed in patient continuance in well-doing. Con-

cerning people of thefe contrary tempers, our pro-

phet foretels, that thofe of the former fort, being di-

vefled of their ferocity and enmity by the influence

of
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of the Holy Spirit, and rendered mild and peaceable,

they fhall familiarly feed together on the fame fimple

provifion, and be nourifhed by the doctrines of the

gofpel, which (hall be moft agreeable to their tafte,

and fuijed to yield them fatisfaction.

And duft Jhall he the ferpents meat. The ferpent,

though beautiful, is a very fubtile, malicious, poi-

fonous creature, and on thefe accounts may denote

thofe who, though they avTume an agreeable external

appearance, are very artful and defigning men, lying

in wait to deceive, and, under various fpecious pre-

texts, difcover implacable malice at the fervants of

God, whom they endeavour to feduce into ruin,

and to hurt by their deadly poifon. Such peo-

ple (hall have duft for meat ; they (hall feed upon
thofe things which are as incapable of yielding fub-

ftantial fupport and real fatisfaction, as the duft of the

earth. The expreffion may fignify, that the perfons

intended (hall in a fpecial manner, be fubjected to

the curfe denounced Genefis Hi. 14.—that they (hall

be reduced to an ignominious condition, wherein they

fhall experience the unfatisfactory nature of whatfo-

ever they choofe for their portion. Feeling the in-

fupportable weight of the Divine malediction, acting

under the deftructive influence of ignorance and error,

inftigated by violent vicious propenlities, in a ftate of

deep deprefiion, they (hall have recourfe for fupport

to the moft trivial and contemptible objects.

—

'They [hall not hurt nor dejlroy, &c. To conclude-
That the happinefs of the kingdom of God may be

complete, it ihall be free from every pernicious, de-

ftructive annoyance ; the holy mountain of God (hall

not be molefted, or injured by fierce, infolent, and

cruel enemies. And this agreeable fecurity fhall not

be confined to fome particular place, but fhall be ex-

tended to the whole large community of the faithful.

To give certainty to the predicted events, and to ex-

cite the pleafing expectation of their accomplifn-

ment in due feafon, thefe folemn words are added,

Saith the Lord.—This prophecy, expreffed moitly in

a negative
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a negative form, comprehends more than it feems at

firft fight to include ; and is intended to allure the fer-

vants of Jefus Chrift, that the time approaches where-
in they (hall he preferved from external violence and
internal difcords, and be blerTed with the undifturbed

enjoyment of all that is requifite to their felicity.—*

Such, my brethren, are the new heavens and the new
earth, which the Lord God hath promifed to create

out of the diforders and confufions which abound
among the nations of this world. This glorious, hap.

py date of the Church of God, mail be gradually in-

troduced, and eftablifhed by the omnipotence of Je-
hovah, whild many alterations and defolations may
precede the completion of this great work. As
workers together with God, we befeech you to co-

operate with him in the way of his providence, in at-

tendance on his ordinances, and in the obedience of
his commandments.—And may the Lord be with
you, and never fail nor forfake you. Amen.

FRELiw
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

SUCH is the connection and refernblance between
the portion of prophecy contained in the precede

ing chapter, and that which is recorded in the one

now to be confidered, that the latter may be viewed

as the amplification and the illuftration of the former.

Having foretold the rejection of the Jews, and the

vocation of the Gentiles, lfaiah proceeds to obviate an
objection, which might be urged in the profpect of

thefe great events. It might be faid on the abolition,

of the Mofaic ceconomy, that the magnificent temple

built on mount Zion, which had been erected and

repaired at an immenfe expence for the worfhip of

Jehovah, would be neglected and the houfe deferted.

The Lord God introduces the folution of this difficul-

ty, by intimating that he hath a far more fuperb and
glorious habitation, better fuited to his infinite Majefty

and amiable condeicenfion, than a temple made with

hands, ver. I, 2. He then declares, that the facri-

fices prefented to him in that houfe by the wicked

and hypocritical, were no lefs odious in his fight than

the deteftable crimes committed againft the precepts

of his law, on account of which awful judgements

are threatened, ver. 3, 4. He next proceeds to

comfort his upright worfhippers, who for his fake had
fufFered many injuries, inviting them to rejoice in the

great fuccefs that attended the vocation of the Gen-
tiles, which is fpoken of in the figurative language

of prophecy, ver. 5—9.—After which he exhorts

his fervants, who love the profperity of his Church,

to unite in teflifying their gratitude and joy for the

abundance of precious bleffings wherewith he would
enrich them, ver 10— 14. This is followed by an

awful denunciation of terrible calamities, which {hall

be inflicted on the wicked and difobedient, and an

explicit afiurance that he will bring his chofen people

to the enjoyment of delightful intercourfe with himfelf

and
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and their brethren, in the exercifes of his worfhip ver.

15—21. In the conclulion, all the promifes {bar-

tered throughout thefe prophecies are ratified and
confirmed by Jehovah, who folemnly teftifies, that in

due time he will perfect the new heavens and the
new earth, that the inhabitants of the world, behold-
ing his glory, may be induced to honour and worfhip

him who makes his Church a praife in the earth,

ver. 22—24.

CHAP. LXVI.

THUS faith the Lord, The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footftool

:

where is the houfe that ye build unto me ? and
where is the place of my reft ?

The Lord God refolves the difficulty which might
arife to fome people on being informed of the deftru&ion

ofthe Jewifh temple, and the abolition of their cecono-

my. The fubjecl is introduced by an expreffion that

is truly fublime and full of majefty, which intimates

his eternal, immutable exiftence, his infinite grandeur
and magnificence. The words are quoted by Jefus

Chrifl in his fermon on the mount, when dhTuading

from profane fwearing #
. They are referred to by

the firft Chriftian martyr Stephen, in his difcourfe

before his death f ; and by the apoftle Paul, when
preaching to the men of Athens J. They are not to

be literally, but figuratively understood, as reprefent-

ing the immenfity, fovereignty, and dominion of the

Creator and Governor of the univerfe, whofe prefence

fills both heaven and earth.

—

Heaven is my throne^ where
my

* Mat. y. 34, 3j, f Atfs vii. 49. % A#s xyii. 24.
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my glorious excellencies are mod confpicuoufly dif.

played; where 1 exercife my authority over the univerfe;

where my fervants fee my face, and, with unceafing

delight, celebrate my praifes; and where they partici-

pate of the molt refined pleafures and joys. How ex-

quifltely beautiful and fplendid that throne which is

fo nobly adorned, and illuminated by confummate
wifdom, and where perfect happinefs and harmony
reign for ever ! Had we even the diftant profpect of

viewing this royal refidence of the Mod High, curi-

oiity and expectation mould excite vigorous endea-

vours to attain this diftinguimed honour.

And the earth is my footjlool, entirely under my
fubjection and at my difpofal, which i ufe according

to my good pleafure, and where lefs brilliant manifef-

tations of my prefence and glory are exhibited. The
univerfe, comprehending the heavens and the earth,

is my habitation, the immenfe theatre whereon I

difplay, in different ways and degrees, my excellency

and majefty.—Whilft we admire the conveniencies

and beauties of the footftool of Jehovah, whereon we
refide, let us beware of clinging to it with our bell

affections, of rejoicing in it as our portion, or mourning

for the lofs of earthly things, as if our chief felicity

were gone, and thus render them impediments in

our way to the heavenly manfions. Let us often

elevate our thoughts to the throne of God; let us ap-

proach him with humility and reverence ; let us walk
before him circumfpectly and unblameably, and obey
him with alacrity and cheerfulneis.

Where is the houfe that ye build unto meP This

queftion was anciently directed to hypocritical pro-

feflbrs among the Jewifh people, who, having deco-

rated the temple, which of old was confecrated to the

worfhip of Jehovah, rejected the glorious gofpel of

the Son of God, unconcerned to get their hearts

purified by faith, and to have their lives governed by
his laws. To perfons of this defcription, whofe minds

were occupied about the grandeur of the material

temple, little folicitous as to the adorning of the hid-

den
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den man of the heart, God faid, * Where is the houfe

that ye build unto me.' The inquiry plainly indicates

the little value the Almighty, to whom belongs the

world and all that it contains, fet on the houfe built

for his worfhip on mount Zion, which was to remain
no longer than the Levitical difpenfation. However
ftately the ftructure ye have erected, however pom-
pous the worfhip ye there perform, they are unfuitable

to my eternal majefty, and infignificant in my fight.

Though that houfe was built by my appointment,

from indulgence to the pofterity of Ilrael, as a figure

of the true temple, which God hath pitched, and not

man, it mail continue only to the time of the reditu-

tion of all things.

—

And where is the place of my reft?

Under the former ceconomy, Jehovah was pleafed to

choofe Zion for his habitation. In the beautiful

hymn, compoied probably by Solomon, and fung at

the dedication of the temple, the requeft, * Arife, O
Lord, into thy reft/ is followed with this affurance,

* The Lord hath chofen Zion—This is my reft for

' ever ; here will 1 dwell, for I have defired it *.*

That typical difpenfation being abrogated, the figu-

rative place of Jehovah's reft is removed, and now, as

faith the prophet, * the Moft High dwelleth not in
' temples made with hands ' The place of his peculiar

refidence, wherein he finds complacence, is not the

moft fuperb edifice, erected by human art and power,

but the hearts of the humble, and the afTemblies of

the faithful. There he hath fixed his habitation,

there he manifefts his gracious prefence, there he ap-

pears in his glory and beauty, there he dwells with

peculiar delight, there is the place of his reft.

2. For all thofe things hath mine hand
made, and all thofe things have been, faith the

Lord : but to this man will I look, even to him

that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and trem-

bleth at my word.

Vol. IV. 3 Y By

* Pfal. cxxxii. 8—14,
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By the omnipotence of Jehovah all things were
created, the heavens with all their hofts, the earth

with all that are therein, the fea with all that it con-

tains, the world with its fulnefs, all derived from him
their exiftence. The univerfe, with all its conftitu-

ent parts, are the work of God. By him all things

were made that are in heaven, and that are in earth,

vilible and invifible, whether thrones or dominions,

principalities or powers ; all things were created by
him and for him* . This important truth, eftablilhed

in the Scriptures of truth, we ought devoutly to ac-

knowledge, with thofe around the throne, who wor-

fhip him that liveth for ever, faying, ' Thou art
c worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, honour, and
* power, for thou haft created all things f.'—And all

thofe things have been. All the revolutions effected in

the world—all the difpenfations of mercy and grace—

•

all the awful judgments that have been infli&ed on
the children of men—all events, whether profperous

or adverfe, have been fo ordered, as illuftrioufly to

difplay the glory of Jehovah, who worketh all in all,

and to accomplifh the great purpofes he had in view.

The fee ret operations of faith and obedience, of hy-
pocrify and wickednefs, have all been done under his

infpection, whofe eyes are in every place, beholding
the evil and the good, and who fits at the helm,
fleering the vefTel of his Church, through the fea of
this world, toward the haven of eternal reft. And
will this glorious Jehovah vouchfafe to notice mean,
unworthy creatures, finful dull and afhes ? Yes

;

To this man will I look , &c. Attend to the cha-
racter of the perfon he gracioufly regards. He is

poor in fpirit. The expreffion doubtlefs refers

chiefly not to his external circumftances, but to the
temper and ftate of his mind. He actually feels that
he is an indigent, dependent creature, and that all his

happinefs and comfort is derived from the riches of
God's mercy in Jefus Chrift. Convinced of his

ineannefs, of his depravity, guilt, and unprofitable-

flefs*.

* Col. i, 16, I Rer. h, lU
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fiefs, he acknowledges that he is lefs than the lead of

God's mercies, he earneftly implores his gracious af-<

fiftance, and thankfully receives the fupply of his ne-
ceflities.

—

And he is of a contrite fpirit. Confcious of
his manifold tranfgreffions, he hath a feeling fenfe

of the malignity of fin ; and deeply affected with the

number, the atrocity, and defert of his iniquities, he
is truly humbled by a penitential view of his tref-

pafTes. He highly prizes the method of relief which
infinite wifJom hath devifed ; folicitous that he may
not offend God, he patiently fubmits to the appoint-

ments of his Providence, and aims to yield unreferved

obedience to his precepts.

—

And trembletb at my word.
Reverencing the tremendous majefty of God, he
Hands in awe of his fupreme authority ; he is afraid

of his dreadful threatenings and alarming judgments,

defirous to underfiand, believe, and obey all the dis-

coveries of his will. Nor is this tremor a fymptom
of culpable weaknefs, or bafe timidity, but a proof of

becoming fenfibility of heart. How tremendous
that voice which fmites the finner, that flays the

wicked, that caufes the pillars of heaven and the

foundations of the earth to fhake !

To this man will I look, faith the Lord, with tender

regard and Divine complacency, that 1 may advance

his beft interefis. 1 will fo look upon hirn as to com-
miferate him in his difireffes, to aflilt him under his

weakneffes, to direct him in his perplexities, to attend

to his Supplications, to make provilion for his neceffi-

ties, and to comfort him in his dejections. What ho-

nour, w"hat happinefs is included in this reviving af-

furance ! The eyes of the Lord are over the right-

eous ; he beholds the upright with a pleafant coun-

tenance, who relifh the enjoyment of his favour, and
the fruits of his loving-kindnefs. After contem-

plating this promife, let us adopt the prayer of the

man according to God's own heart. l Look upon us,

* and be merciful unto us, as thou ufed to do to thofe

* that love thy nameV And let us cherifh the gra-

cious

* PfaJ. cxix» 132.
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cious difpofitions peculiar to the man who may ex-

peel: the accompliihment of this comfortable declara-

tion, fpiritual poverty, contrition of heart, and pro-

found reverence for the word of God.

3. He that killeth an ox, is as ifhe flew a

man : he that facrificeth a lamb, as if he cut

off a dog's neck: he that offereth an oblation,

as if he offered fwine's blood : he that burneth
incenfe, as if he blefled an idol : yea, they

have chofen their own ways, and their foul

delighteth in their abominations.

Our prophet affirms, that the facrifices offered by
the wicked and hypocritical among the Jews, being

attended with enormous crimes and profane rites, and
not prefented with pure hearts, according to the Di-

vine appointment, were an abomination to the Lord.

They intermixed impious ceremonies, and odious fu-

perftitions, with the facrifices which they offered to

the Mofl High ; and, by perverfe difregard to his in-

ftitutions, they profaned his worfhip, they contemned
his law, and defiled his houfe of prayer.

—

He that kil-

leth an ox, &-c. to prefent in facrifice unto the Lord,

whilft he indulges corrupt pafiions and criminal prac-

tices, is no lefs guilty before God than he that com-
mits manflaughter or murder.

—

He that facrificeth a
lamb, &c. whilfl he obflinately perfifts in tranfgreffion,

is no more acceptable to God than had he offered an
animal prohibited in the law to be flain for a facrifice.—He that offereth an oblation, &c. unto the Lord, of

whatever kind, which he profeffes to have dedicated

to his honour and fervice, if he brings it with a wicked
heart, ads no better part than if he offered the blood
of a creature prohibited to be prefented unto Jeho-
vah.

—

He that burneth incenfe, &-c. who brings a

mixture of fweet fpices, to be confumed on the golden
altar before the Lord, whilfl he continues in the love

and
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and fervice of iniquity, is no more plealing to him
than he that does homage to a ftrange or falfe god.

The import and defign of thefe expredions feems to be
inertly this : So exceeding deteftable in the light of

God are the hypocritical fervices prefented to him,

from bad principles, under the influence of vicious

paffions, that they are no lefs abominable to him
than the moft atrocious fins. This fentiment, with

which our minds ought to be deeply impreiTed, is

contained in the proverb, which faith, * The facrifice

* of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord*.'

Tea, they have chofen, &c. People of the above
defcription prefer, to the undilTembled performance

of the fervice of God, the foolifh devices of their own
hearts, and choofe rather to walk in their own evil

ways, ruining to themfelves and offenfive to God,
than in the path of his commandments. By this bad
and pernicious choice, they violate the Divine law

;

they contemn the authority of Jehovah ; they per-

vert his falutary inftitutions ; and, though they know
the judgment of God refpe&ing fuch practices, they
deliberately commit things worthy of death, yea, they
take delight in what they ought to deteft.—This im-
portant circumitance, exhibited in a very ftriking

light, places the character of the acceptable worfhip-

pers of Jehovah, and the operations of their minds, in

i'uch a view, as to render them matters of great mo-
ment. Let us then, brethren, take heed that our
character correfpond to our holy profeflion ; and that

our conduct in the fervice of God accord with the

fpirituality of his nature, and the rule of his word, fo

as it may prove well pleafing in his light, through

Jefus Chrift.

4. I alfo will choofe their delufions, and will

bring their fears upon them; becaufe when I

called, none did anfwer; when I fpake, they did

not

* Prov. xv. 8.
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not hear : but they did evil before mine eyes,

and chofe that in which I delighted not.

The Lord God declares, that he will recompenfe

the difobedient and hypocritical, who have abufed the

inftitutions of his worfhip, by inflicting on them the

awful judgments that they dreaded. They had per-

verfely chofen their own ways, and took pleafure in

their abominations, and therefore they are informed,

that, as the juft punishment of their iniquities, the

Lord God would deliver them up in righteoufnefs to

the feivice of the corrupt lulls wherein they had
indulged. They had difTembled with him in his

worfliip, and therefore he would render unto them
according to their works, difappoint their expectations,

and bring upon them the calamities they mod feared.

What wTere the evils whereof the Jewifh people were

rocft afraid ? They were particularly mentioned in

a council of the chief priefts and pharifees, ofwhich we
read, John xi. 48. ' If we let Jefus Chrift alone, (faid

' they) all men will believe on him, and the Romans
* fhall come and take away our place and nation.' They
were terrified that the people would believe on him
as the promifed Meffiah, and yield fubjection to him
as their king—that the Romans, confequently, who
were jealous of their power, and attentive to crufli

every thing that had the afpect of rebellion, would

fend againft them powerful armies, who might deftroy

the temple, the place of their worfhip, and lay wafte

their cities and country. Thefe were the calamities

which they moil feared ; and that they might avoid

them, they rejected Jefus Chrift and his glorious gofpel.

The event of this conduct is well known to have

deluded their expectations, and to have been accom-

panied with the moil awful judgments that were ever

iuffered by any people. The certain, dreadful, fpeedy

defolation'of the poiterity of lfrael is exhibited by the

prophet Kofea, under four elegant fimilitudes f, (in-

fcating the fbdden, violent deftruction that awaited

them)

* Chap, xlii.3.
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them) which may be applied to illuftrate the defolation

here predicted. They fhall be as the morning cloud

and the early dew, which were foon to difappear

through the intenfe heat of Divine judgments ; as the

chaff driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and

as the fmoke out of the chimney are fuddenly carried

away ; fo were the Jewifh people to be violently anil

widely difperfed by irrefiilible calamities.—The caufes

of thefe tremendous judgments are fpecified in the

following words, which are very nearly the fame that

occured chapter lxv. 12. where the reafon is afligned

why God would number the Jews to the fword. To
what was there faid, I fhall not at prefent add any

thing, but only obferve, in vindication of the ways

cfGod toward them—that they obflinately refufed

to amend their doings ; that they were extremely

averfe to hearken to reproof, and would not be re-

claimed ; but perverfely went on in their evil ways,

even in the prefence of God, therefore wrath came

upon them to the uttermoft.

5. f Hear the word of the Lord, ye that

tremble at his word, your brethren that hated

you, that caft you out for my names fake, faid,

Let the Lord be glorified : but he fhall appear

to your joy, and they fhall be afhamed.

Our prophet, in name of Jehovah, directs his dif-

courfe to the difciples of Jefus Chrifl, who were to

conftitute the fpiritual temple, wherein he was to

dwell after the material temple was deftroyed. He
addrefTes them under the peculiar character whereby

they were diftinguifhed in ver. 2.—Ye who tremble

at my word, fpoken by my fervants, diftinguifh it from

the traditions of men ;—who receive, believe, and

©bey it with reverence and awe ; who lay it up in

the repoiitory of your minds, and obferve its precepts

with your whole hearts.—Liften with attention to

the mefTage 1 now deliver to you in the name of

Jehovah.
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Jehovah, and confider it as coming directly from the

God of the whole earth. Hearken to it with faith

and fuitable affections, as containing what is highly

interefting, and what ought to infpire you with hope,

and confidence, and joy.

—

Tour brethren that hatedyou.

Thofe who with you are defcended from the fame
progenitors, partakers with you of the fame hu-
man nature, inhabitants of the fame country, and
members of the fame community, who ought to have
wifhed you well and done you good.—-Notwithftand-

ing the manifold ties by which they were bound to

regard you with brotherly affection, they detefted

and contemned you, becaufe you received the gofpel

of Jefus Chrift, becaufe of your poverty of fpirit, your
contrition of heart, and reverence for my word, and
becaufe of your refemblance to your mafter, and
your unlikenefs to them. This implacable hatred

they difcovered by calling you out, or excommuni-
cating you, according to the prediction of the Mefliah

recorded John xvi. 2. where he foretold, * They mail

put you out of the fynagogues,' &c. They have mif-

reprefented, flandered, and reviled you, as thofe who
turn the world upfide down, as peftilent and feditious,

as the filth and offscouring of all things. They have
excommunicated you from their fociety, debarred

you from the congregation of lfrael, and excluded
you from thofe advantages which other people are

allowed to poffefs. The expreffion may include all

the affliction and perfecution which the early difciples

of Jefus Chrift fuffered on account of their firm

attachment to their Divine mafter.—Thefe hardlhips

they fuftained for my name's fake. On acccount of

their fteady profeffion of faith in the Divine million

and doctrine of Jefus Chrift, which in Scripture

fometimes bears this defignation, as in Rev. ii. 13.

where he applauds the Church in Pergamos, * becaufe
1 they held fall his name, and denied not his faith/

The language of thofe who cruelly treated the followers

of our Saviour, was

—

Let God be glorified. Let the

attributes of Jehovah be confpicuouily difplayed by
the
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the punifhment we inflict on you, as the judgment
you deferve. Or the expreffion may intimate the

contempt and ridicule wherewith the (ervants of the

Mod High were treated by their adverfaries. You
comfort yourfelves with the hopes of deliverance, let

us fee if your expectations fhall be realized by re-

markable Divine interpoiitions, and the truth of your
profeffton be in this manner vindicated. In the

words of the prophet Jeremiah *, ' All that found
' them devoured them, and their adverfaries faid we
.* offend not, becaufe they have finned againft the

f Lord.'

—

-But he Jhall appear to yourjoy. God fhall

magnify his name, and manifeft his regard for your
welfare, by defeating the boftile defigns of your ene-

mies, by vanquishing the evils to which you are ex-

pofed, and by efpouling the caufe thet you fupport
9

and thus afford you real ground of gladnefs and re-

joicing. ' He will (hew you a token for good, that
• they who hate you may fee it, and be afhamed, be-
* caufe the Lord hath holpen and comforted you t ?—
And they Jhall be afhamed. They (hall be covered

with difgrace and confufion when they behold their

expectations fruftrated, and their attempts to exter-

minate the difciples and doctrine of Jefus Chrift

prove unfuccefsful. ' They fhall be confounded and
6 turned back, for a reward of their fhame $,?

6. A voice of noife from the city, a voice

from the temple, a voice of the Lord that

rendereth recompenfe to his enemies

Thefe words feem to defcribe the terrible confe-

quences that were to follow the appearance of Jeho-
vah, to the joy of his people and the confufion of
their enemies. 1 do not fuppofe that the voice of nofe,
"which was to proceed from the city Jerufalem art
the temple on Mount Zion, whereof our prophet
fpeaks, was the found of the gofpel, which is not a

Vol. IV. 3Z tumultuous

* Chap. 1. 7. P&l. Ixxxyi, 17. % Pfal. Ixx. $
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tumultuous noife ; nor the cry of the enormous crimes

committed in thefe places, calling for vengeance,

which would be inconfiftent with what is faid in the

latter part of the verfe. The vociferation here in-

tended was made probably by thofe who hated and
excommunicated the difciples of Jefus Chrift, when
terrified at the entrance of the Roman armies into

the city and temple, and in the immediate profped

of perifhing by the hands of their enemies. Then
was fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah*, which
faith, ' It mall come to pafs in that day, that a great
' tumult from the Lord fhall be among them, and
' they (hall lay hold every one on the hand of his

' neighbour, and his hand fhall rife up againft the
' hand of his neighbour.'

—

A voice of the Lord, that

rendereth recompenfe to his enemies. The tremendous

noife made by the hoftile armies ruffling into the

city Jerufalem, laying wade the temple of the Lord,

and executing deferved vengeance on a people de-

voted to deftruclion, feems to be meant by this ex-

preffion. This dreadful noife may be called the voice

of the Lord, to intimate, that in his adorable provi-

dence he employed the enemies of this hypocritical

people to be the avengers of their impiety and wick-

ednefs, and that it mould be very great, alarming,

and tumultuous.—The above predictions were re-

markably verified to the firft followers of the Lamb
of God. Their brethren among the Jews, the fcribes

and pharifees, who ought to have treated them with

candour and kindnefs, hated, excommunicated, and

perfecuted them. God, however, was gracioufly

pleafed to interpofe in their behalf ; whilft their ene-

mies perifhed in their fhame at the deftruclion of

Jerufalem amidft hideeus cries, the difciples of Jefus

Chrift lifted up their heads with joy.

*j. Before

* Chap. xiT. 13.
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7. Before fhe travailed, (he brought forth :

before her pain came, (he was delivered of 2.

man-child.

A new fubjedt, clofely connected with the former,

is here introduced, namely, the wonderful inereafe of

the Church of God, efpecially among the Gentiles,

reprefented under the beautiful figure of a woman's

unexpected delivery of a child. I hope that none of

you find fault, as improper, with this fpecies of alle-

gorical writing, wherein fomething is meant quite

different from what the words are commonly known
to exprefs, which occurs frequently, not only in pro-

fane writing, but in the facred books. If lfaiah knew
not how to exprefs himfelf, the all-wife God certainly

did, and he never fails to ufe the language which is

beft adapted to the fubjed:, and the end he hath in

view. The Church is here fpoken of under the em-
blem of a mother, and converts to truth and right-

eoufnefs as her children. Her being in travail may
denote her fruitfulnefs, that from her proceeded a

numerous fpiritual progeny, compofed of Jews and

Gentiles, who through Jefus Chrift were born heirs of

eternal inheritance. The fpeedy delivery of a man
child, may intimate the fudden introduction and ap-

pearance of the Chriftian Church, which, notwith-

standing every difficulty and danger, was to burft

Through all oppofition into the glorious liberty of the

children of God, poffefTed of a ftrong, mafculine

piety.—Before her pain came,jhe was delivered, &c.
The apoftles, and other minifters of the word, did

indeed fuftain great labours, and travailed as in birth,

until Chrift was formed in men's hearts, until they
received the adoption of fons, and became members
of the houfehold of faith. Though thiscircumftance

ought not to be concealed or overlooked, the expref-

iions before us plainly indicate the rapid fuccefs with

which their exertions and fufTerings were to be attend-

ed, fo that all their pains and forrows were to be ab-

sorbed
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forbed in exultation and joy. The attentive perufal

of the Acts of the Apoftles, and of their epiftles to

the Churches, clearly demonftrate the comfortable

truth we have been conlidering.

8. Who hath heard fuch a thing ? who hath
feen fuch things ? (hall the earth be made to

bring forth in one day, or fhall a nation be
born at once ? for as foon as Zion travailed,

fhe brought forth her children,,

The obvious intention of thefe words is to magnify
and extol the furprifing event, mentioned in the

preceding verfe.—Who hath heard of a woman's
being delivered of a child before (he travailed, and
her pains came upon her ! Who ever read, or heard

offuch a thing, or who hath been a fpe&ator of fuch

extraordinary things as thefe to which 1 refer?

—

Shall the earth be made to bringforth in one day ? Shall

any conliderable portion of this earth, inhabited by
the children of men, be made to bring forth her fruits

in the fpace of twenty-four hours ? The ground re-

quires a conliderable time to put forth buds and
bloiToms, and gradually to ripen its fruits to matu-
rity.

—

Shall a nation be born at once ? Shall the inha-

bitants of fuch a populous kingdom as that to which
we belong be born at one time ? Every one knows that

theie are wonderful events, which have never been

heard of in any country, and which are never expect-

ed to happen. • Afk now of the days that are pair,
5 which were before thee, fince the day that God cre-
6 atedman upon the earth, and afk from the one iide
& ofheaven unto the other, whether there hath been any
1 fuch thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard
c like it * ?' Nothing was ever known fo truly admi-

rable and aftonifhing as the fudden large increafe of

the Church and kingdom of the living God. No-
thing was ever heard, or feen, or read, comparable

to

f Beut. iv. 1 2.
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to the wonderful propagation and fuccefs of the gof-

pel after the refurreclion of our Lord from the dead.

No fooner had the apoftles, with their fellow-labour-

ers, engaged in their painful work of bringing people
into the family of God, and put forth their zealous

efforts for this purpofe, than their word, accompanied
with the power of the Higher!, was cordially re-

ceived, and brought forth abundant fruits. The
dodlrine of the gofpel, fown in the hearts of men,
fpeedily fprung up, and fpread with amazing rapidity

throughout all the kingdoms of the earth, infomuch
that the apoftle of the Gentiles, writing to the faints

at Rome, fays, that their faith was fpoken of through-

out the whole world *.

9. Shall I bring to the birth, and not caufc

to bring forth ? faith the Lord : fhall I caufe

to bring forth, and fhut the womb ? faith thy
God,

The reafon is affigned of the vaft increafe of the

children of God, at the period to which our prophet

looked forward. Figurative exprefiions of this fort

feem to have been ufed among the Jews, and doubt-
lefs were well underflood by them. In a time of

imminent danger, good king Hezekiah fent melTen-

gers to Ifaiah, faying, • This day is a day of trouble,
* rebuke, and blafphemy, for the children are come
* to the birth, and there is no ftrength,to bring forth f/
Great troubles were come upon them, from which
they could not extricate themfelves by their own
wifdom and ftrength, and their help could come
from him only who made heaven and earth. Where-
fore our prophet was requeued to lift up his prayer for

the remnant that were left. Viewing the words
before us as proceeding from the Lord God, they
forcibly exprefs this important truth, Shall 1 begin

and not complete my work? Shall I, who in the

courfe

* Rom. i. 8.
-J-

2 Kings xix. 5,
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courfe of my providence uniformly operate for the

prefervation and continuance of mankind on the

earth—Shall I decline to interpofe in favour of my
Church, and not render my word, and the efforts of

my fervants, effectual for producing a numerous fpirit-

ual progeny, that may be to the praife of my glory ?

bhall I, who open where no man can fhut, and fhut

were no man can open, adopt fuch an imperfect

mode of procedure, and not crown with fuccefs the

exertions of my fervants ? Shall I fow the incorrup-

tible feed of my word, and not accompany it with
the power of my Spirit, that it may become effectual

for multiplying the fubjects of my kingdom ? Such
conduct 1 entirely difavow ; and, by afking thefe

queftions, I place the impropriety of it in a very con-

spicuous light, that ye may be fully fatisfied that I

will not withhold my hand, but in the fulnefs of time

grant fpeedy, glorious deliverance to my Church, as

1 have taught them to expect.—Thus it came to pafs

when, according to the words of the Evangelift Mark,
* The apoftles went forth, and preached every where,
' the Lord working with them, confirming the woi*4

* by figns following V

io. Rejoice ye with Jerufalem, and be glad

with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy

with her, all ye that mourn for her.

Thofe who are deeply interefted in the welfare of

the Church of God, are excited to the pleafant exer-

cife ofjoy and gladnefs,on account of the enlargement

and increafe of that highly favoured community.

—

The invitation isaddreffed to them that love Jerufalem,

who feek her proiperity, who feel ardent concern for

the advancement of her interefts, who cherifh tender

affection for her citizens ; becaufe of their relation

and refemblance to God, becaufe they are the objects

of his gracious regard, and he is their Redeemer, Lord,

and
* Chap. xvi. 20,
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and portion. With them are joined

—

Allye that mourn
for her. Though refpecling your perfonal interefts,

you have reafon to felicitate yourfelves, and to be
thankful, you have great heavinefs, and continual
forrow of heart, for the fmall fuccefs attending the
gofpel, the impenitence of tranfgreflbrs who keep not
God's law, and make light of the Saviour and his

falvation—You are fincerely grieved at the injuries

offered to the people of God, and at every thing

tending to mar their beauty and happinefs, or to

expofe them to danger and calamity. Perfons of this

defcription are required

—

To rejoice and be glad with

Jerufalem. The invitation fuppofes that her citizens

have great caufe of cheerfulnefs. It is their peculiar

happinefs to rejoice in God, their only Lord, who is

able to do for them beyond what they can afk or

think, in the care of his Providence, in the bleffings

of his grace, and in the hope of his glory. The
comforts enjoyed by worldly men are weak, and
infufficient to folace them under the preffure of afflic-

tion; whereas, from the fources of ftrong confolation, to

which the fervants of God have accefs, they derive

joy unfpeakable and full of glory. Thofe who tender-

ly fympathize with the inhabitants of the City of
the Lord, are repeatedly called to rejoice, and be
glad at their increafe and profperity. This is their

indifpenfible duty and high privilege, the exercife for

which they ought to be always prepared, and in which
they mould greatly abound.—Pray earneftly, breth-

ren, and ufe your belt endeavours for the peace and
profperity of Jerufalem, and then may you hope to

participate in the joys of your friends and com-
panions.

1 1 . That ye may fuck, and be fatisfied with
the breafts of her confolations : that ye may
milk out, and be delighted with the abundance
of her glory.

- The
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The happy confequences offharing in the privileges

of the peculiar people of God, and participating of
their joys, are reprefented in figurative language, fug-

gefted by the metaphor ufed in the preceding verfes,

where the Church is fpoken of as a fruitful mother.
Here (he is faid to have plenty of fpiritual provifion

for the fupport of her numerous children, who are

defirous to imbibe largely of her confolations. The
breads of confolation, from which the regenerated

children of God receive their fpiritual fubfiftence, may
denote the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament,
the law and the gofpel, the writings of the prophets,

and the apoftles of the Lord. Thefe facred records

are big with reviving comforts, which folace and
invigorate the mind that is anxious to obtain refrefli-

ment. From thefe breads, converts to God, who
rejoice with Jerufalem, may acquire, by means of the

miniftry of the gofpel, the ordinances of Divine in-

ftitution, and the exercife of faith and hope, abun-
dant fupplies of the fincere milk of the, word, which
being appropriated and applied to their own ufe, they

grow thereby, and increafe in thofe Divine gifts and
graces which invigorate and cheer their minds. From
the precious promifes relative to the profperity of

the kingdom of Chrift, the redemption of the Church,
the gift of the Spirit, and the prefence of God with
his people in the difpenfation of his ordinances, they
derive much reviving confolation.—They may re-

ceive whatever is requifite to animate their hopes, to

fatisfy their enlarged defires, and to nourifh them up
in faith, holinefs, and comfort. From thefe rich

ftores they may draw forth the moft pleafant and
wholefome nutriment, and have their minds con«

foled with the hope of everlafling life, promifed in

Chrift Jefus

—

And be delighted with the abundance of
her glory, with the many excellent fpiritual benefits

and privileges whereby the Church of God is felici-

tated, and carried forward toward perfection. They
Ihall be highly gratified, in a peculiar manner, with

the prefence and falvation of God, which impart true

happinef$„
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happinefs, and mall prove to them what the fun is to
the natural world, and what the rain is to the grafs

;

in confequence whereof, they (hall adopt the words
of the royal Pfalmiil *. * As we have heard, fo have
1 we feen, in the city of the Lord of Hods.'

12. For thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will

extend peace to her like a river, and the glory
of the Gentiles like a flowing ftream : then
fhall ye fuck, ye fhall be born upon her fides,

and be dandled upon her knees.

The future profperity and felicity of the Church of
God is introduced as a powerful motive to induce
them to be glad and to rejoice.—Thus faith the Lord,
the eternal, omnipotent, and faithful God, who will

moll certainly fulfil all his promifes and predictions

relative to the happinefs of his people—Behold, at-

tentively confider the fure ground of exultation and
joy, of which I now give you explicit afTurance—

I

will extend to the citizens of Jerufalem vail abund-
ance of all manner of bleflings requilite to their prof-

perity. They fhalLpolfefs internal quietude and fe-

renity, arifing from a comfortable fenfe of my loving-
kindnefs, from cordial acquiefcence in the Divine
difpofals, and placid fubmiflion to my will. They
fhall alfo be favoured with external tranquillity, free-

dom from perfecution and the annoyances of ene-
mies. To intimate the very great copiouihefs of
thefe precious benefits, they are compared to a river

overflowing its banks, extending its waters far and
wide, covering and fructifying the adjacent grounds.

In reference to this well-known fimilitude, Jehovah
declares, that he will convey to his Church, in large

meafures, the ineltimable bleflings which conftitute

their happinefs and glory.

—

And the glory of the Gen-
iiks as a flowingftream. This article of the pro-

phecy is likewiie illuftrated by a beautiful compari-

Vol. IV. 4 A fon.

* J?fal. lxviii. S.
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fon. As a flowing ftream is rapidly and incefTantly

conveying its pure waters along the channel in which
it runs, to the place of their deftination

3
fo the Lord

God will impart to his people vaft abundance of all

thofe good things whereby they fhall be delighted

and refrefhed. The glory of the Gentiles that is

here intended, confifts not fo much in external mag-
nificence and fplendour, in fumptuous buildings and
large porTeflions ; or in riches, power, and celebrity ;

as in their fpiritual glory, comprehending thofe facred

immunities and precious benefits which conftitute

their fpiritual beauty, riches, and honour. This pre-

diction fecures the people of God in the plentiful en-

joyment of all thefe good things. The peace and glory
of the Church fhall not refemble a land flood, that is

foon dried up, but they (hall prove like a river, or

ftream, which, continually receiving new fupplies of

water, glide gently on without interruption, until

they reach the end of their courfe.

ThenJhallye fuck, &c. Ye fhall derive, from the

copious fources of confolation, provided for your re-

freshment, by means of faith and the ordinances of

the gofpel, feafonable nourifhment and fupport.

—

lb

Jhall be bom uptin her Jides. Ye who participate in

the joys and forrows of Jerufalem, fhall be fuftained

in all your weaknefTes and defpondencies by your
fellow. citizens, and be carefTed by them in the mod
endearing, affectionate manner. Ye fhall experience

all the tenderneffes fhewn by a kind parent to her

helplefs, beloved children, to whom fhe wifhes to

fhew every inftance of benevolent attention and fond
indulgence.

13. As one whom his mother comforteth, fo

will I comfort you : and ye fhall be comforted
in Jerufalem.

The Lord God aflures thofe who are deeply con-

cerned in the welfare of his Church, that he will con-

-fete
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fole them with as much tendernefs as an affectionate

mother does her children when difconfolate. Mater-

nal pity, in its operations and effects, prefents a faint

emblem of the companions of Jehovah toward his

children, who mourn over the afflictions of his people;

and to this there is here an exprefs allufion. God
doth nothing in vain ; he always accomplices the

end he hath in view. Parents may try to folace the

minds of their offspring when they are deje&ed, and
yet be unable to produce the defired effect, whereas

the Moft High never comes Ihort of his aim. He
hath pledged his faithfulnefs that his fervants (hall

be comforted \ and having himfelf engaged to per-

form this kind office, he will certainly give efficacy

to the means he employs, and crown them with fuc-

eefs. Their minds fhall be exhilarated by a comfort-

able fenfe of his love, by peace and joy in believing,

and thefublime confolations of the Holy Ghoft. In

confequence whereof, they fhall join with the apoftle

Paul in thankfgiving to God, for the manifold mer-
cies of which he is the author, and the confolations

which he is pleafed plentifully to beftow *,

14. And when ye fee this, your heart fhall

rejoice, and your bones fhall flourifh like an.

herb : and the hand of the Lord fhall be
known towards his fervants,, and his indigna-

tion towards his enemies.

The happy effects which fhall refult from the ful-

filment of the above predictions, are delineated in

glowing colours ; whilit the fervants of God are in-

formed that Jehovah will remarkably appear in their

favour, and that his enemies fhall feel the weight of

his vengeance.

—

And when ye fee this. When ye
fhall be bleffed with the enjoyment of this diftin-

guifhing felicity, beholding peace extended to the

Church, and the glory of the nations flowing into it,

the

* 2 Cor. x. 3*
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the fignal benefits wherewith ye are favoured; and
the awful judgments inflicted on your enemies.—

.

Tour heart Jhall rejoice, in the reft, and peace, and
confolation with which ye are felicitated, in feeing

the name of God magnified, his falvation made
known, his promifes accomplifhed, and his confola-

tions copioufly difpenfed.

—

Tour bones Jhallflourijb as

an herb. The expreflion is highly figurative. The me-
taphor is taken from the material part of the human con-

ftitution, and applied to embelliiTi that which is imma-
terial, it denotes, that all their fpiritual powers fhall

be thereby invigorated ; that their knowledge, faith,

and hope, with their other graces, (hall acquire new
ftrength and liability. In allufion to plants, cherifh-

ed by the genial warmth of the feafon, they fhall af-

fume a beautiful and profperous appearance, as a pre-

lude to their future fruitfulnefs. The words convey

a pleafing idea of the benign influence that fhall at-

tend the events of providence, and the operations of

grace, which fhall take place at the period to which
this prophecy refers.

And the hand of the Lord, &c. The mighty power
of Jehovah fhall work glorious deliverances for his

people, he will ftrengthen them unto all long-fufFer-

ing, with joyfulnefs ; he will thoroughly furnifh them
for every good work, and enrich them with the

choicelt bleffings. So remarkably conipicuous fhall

be the interpofitions of the Almighty in their favour,

and fo important the advantages he fhall confer upon
them, that they fhall be thankfully acknowledged, to

the praiie of his glory.

—

And his indignation toward
his enemies The fierce anger of Jehovah, kindled

againfl the adversaries of his kingdom, vifible in the

terrible calamities wherewith they are vilited, fhall

be well-known, and univerfally acknowledged as juft

and dreadful. The wrath of God fhall be awfully

revealed from heaven againft thofe who obftinately

refufe to fubmit to the Divine authority, who con-

temn the riches of his grace, and oppofe his honour

and interefl in the world.—O that men were wife,

that
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that they would be perfuaded to flee from the wrath
of God, which fhall come upon the children of difobe-

dience ; that they would take fhelter in the Rock of

Ages ; that they may be for ever fafe from the im-
pending florm of Divine vengeance !

15. For behold, the Lord will come with
fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to

render his anger with fury, and his rebuke
with flames of fire.

Our prophet proceeds to (hew the terrible punifh-

ments which the righteous Lord will inflict on the

profane, the wicked, and hypocritical oppofers of his

gofpel and the advancement of his kingdom. In
delineating this awful fubjedt, the Lord God is re-

prefented as a mighty prince or judge, incenfed with

rage, coming with fire and fword to deftroy his info-

lent adverfaries. The puniihment of the wicked is

often fpoken of in Scripture under the emblem of

devouring fire, as in the 50th pfalm verfe 3, and
2 TheiT. i. 8. According to thefe predictions, Jehovah
will come to execute terrible confuming judgments
on the wicked and hypocritical, as the certain prelude

of their future condemnation and perdition.

—

And
with his chariots like a whirlwind. The advent of

Jehovah, to inflict righteous vengeance on his implac-

able enemies, fhall not only be very awful, and attend-

ed with dreadful demonfirations of his wrath and
fiery indignation, but it fhall be exceedingly iudden.

Chariots armed with fcythes and javelines, driven

with prodigious velocity among the enemy in battle,

tore to pieces whatever came within their reach, were
anciently ufed in war. In allufion to this practice,

the inflruments of Almighty vengeance are deicribed

as coming with unexpected rapidity, refembling the

whirlwind, which inftantly ariies and carries away
every thing within the circle wherein it moves. The

angels
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angels, who are denominated the chariots ofJehovah%
and who are employed as the rninifters of executing
Divine jugdments, may probably be intended by
this figurative defcription. With them he fhall fud-

clenly appear

—

To render his anger with fury, &*c.

To inflidt thofe terrible calamities which are the ligns

and the eiFecls of his righteous difpleafure, the juft

retribution of the crimes he intends to punifh ac-

cording to their defert

—

And his rebuke with flames
of fire, which (hall manifeft his glorious majefty and
fierce anger, and fpread univerfal terror and defolation

wherever their influence is felt and extended.

1 6. For by fire, and by his fword, will the

Lord plead with all fiefh ; and the flain of the

Lord fhall be many.

The preceding intimation of Divine vengeance,
to be executed on the enemies of the kingdom of
God, is illuftrated and confirmed. The manner in

which God will vindicate his own honour, and the

injured rights of his Church, viz. byfire and/word, is

truly alarming and awful. He had pleaded a con-

troverfy with them refpeding their difobedience to

his laws, and contempt of his government ; he had re-

prefented to them, in flrong terms, their fin, folly, and
danger. But, as by thefe means they were not brought
to repentance and amendment, he declares his deter-

mination to plead with them by fire and fword. The
people, toward whom he fbretels he would thus act,

are denominated allflejh. The words rnufl be under-
itood, not as comprehending the whole human race,

but only the reprobate, hypocritical, wicked part of
the Jewifh nation. In this reftrided fenfe Jems
Chriit ufes the expreflion, where he thus fpeaks,
* Except thofe days fhould be fhortened, there mould
' no rleih be faved j*.'

—

And thejlain of the Lordfmil
be many. Thofe who were to be cut off by the

deadly

* Pfal. ixviii. i8. f Mat. xxlv. 22,
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deadly inftruments here mentioned, fhali be a very

great multitude. All the adverfaries of God fhall be
involved in thefe terrible calamities. This predicted

tremendous deftruclion of thofe inimical to the gofpel

and kingdom of Jefus Chrift, was remarkably verified

by the prodigious flaughter of the Jewifli people made
by the Romans.

17. They that fanclify themfelves, and puri-

fy themfelves in the gardens, behind one tree

in the midft, eating fwine's flefh, and the abo-

mination, and the moufe ; fhall be confumed
together, faith the Lord

The criminal practices here mentioned are afngned
as the caufes of threatened fevere judgments ; and
the characters fpoken of in verfes 3. and 4. of this

chapter are more fully delineated.

—

They that fanclijy,

&c. Setting themfelves apart to fome religious exer-

cifes, by certain facred rites, in gardens and groves,

having no regard to decency and appointed order,

fhall be among the flain of the Lord.

—

Behind one tree

in the midft. 1 (hall not trouble you with the various

expolitions and conjectures of commentators respec-

ting the meaning of thefe words, but limply ftate

what I apprehend is their import. Among thofe

who mould be cut off by Divine judgments, were
efpecially to be numbered perfons who, having aban-

doned the worfhip of the God of Ifrael, did publicly

purify themfelves, one after another, along with idola-

ters, by thofe foolifn ceremonies which were obferved

by people of that defcription

—

EatingJwine
}

sfiej#,that

was ftrictly prohibited to the pofterity of Ifrael in the

ftatute recorded Lev. xi. 7, 8. * The fv/ine, though
' he divide the hoof, and be cloven footed, yet he
* cheweth not the cud, he is unclean unto you, of
' their flefh ye fhall not eat.'

—

And the abomination.

Among the various kinds of meat that were forbidden

them, was every fpecies of reptiles, which are included

under
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under this defignation, Lev. xi. 41. ? And every
' creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth {hall

' be an abomination, it (hall not be eaten.'

—

And the

moufe is exprefsly mentioned among the unclean

animals that were not to be ufed for food, Lev. xi. 29.
Notwithstanding thefe plain prohibitions, the Jewifh

people were defcribed are charged with having vio-

lated thefe precepts; and on that account, among
many others, the awful threatening is denounced.

—

They /ball be confumed together\ and utterly deftroyed,

fo as few or none mail efcape.—To intimate the in-

fallible certainty of the event thefe words are added,

Saith the Lord, who faithfully accomplices his promi-

fes and threatenings.—The prediction was literally

fulfilled by the awful judgments inflicted on the

Jewifri nation, after they had profaned Divine inftU

tutions, and tranfgrefTed the commandments of Jeho-

vah. Having crucified the Son of God, rejected his

glorious gofpel, perfecuted his apoftles, and indulged

in the mod atrocious crimes, and the moft abominable

fuperftitions, they perifhed; and are fet forth as an

awful inftance of God's righteous vengeance upon
impenitent, incorrigible tranfgreflbrs.

s This terrible

deftruction feems intended to reprefent the awful

calamities which fhall be inflicted on the idolatrous,

the impure, and wicked, at the final judgment, when
God will render to every one according to his works;

18. For I know their works and their

thoughts : it fhall come, that I will gather all

nations and tongues, and they fhall come and

fee my glory.

The folemn truth contained in the firft part of

this verfe may be confidered as the conclufion of the

preceding prediction, or as an introduction to the fol-

lowing prophecy.

—

For I know their works and their

thoughts. Being perfectly acquainted with their mi-

ferable
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ferable apoftacy from my worfhip, with their deteft*

able hypocrify in my fervice, with their bafe fuper-

iftitions, and their perverfe difobedience to my au*

thority—Raving clear difcernment of their criminal

affe&ions, their wicked thoughts, and evil intentions,

the fprings from whence their actions proceed, and
of all the circumftances relative to every part of

their conduct, i will therefore certainly execute upon
them terrible things in lighteoufnefs, which they

juftly deferve.—Or the words may be confidered as

having immediate refpect to what follows, and then

they will import—That the Lord God, having an ac-

curate knowledge of the odious temper and behaviour

of the Jews, and of their virulent oppofition to the in-

terefts of his kingdom, is determined to call the Gen-
tiles to the faith and obedience of the gofpel.

—

It

Jhallcome that I "willgather all nations, &-c. The time

approaches, wherein Jehovah, who gathereth the

outcafts of Ifrael, (hall collect, by means of his provi-

dence, word, and Spirit, into one community, under one

head, people of all nations and languages, difperfed

over the face of the whole earth, though feparated from

each other by rivers, mountains, and feas ; that, being

clofely united in intereft, affection, and deiign— They

/hall come andfee my glory. They (hall come from

the eaft and from the welt, from the north and from

the fouth, and fhall contemplate, with admiration*

his righteoufnefs and faithfulnefs, difplayed in cutting

off from the communion of his Church the hypocriti-

cal, the impenitent, and difobedient, who obltinately

perfifted in their iniquities. They fhall behold with

pleafure the exceeding riches of his grace, manifefted

in the redemption of finners by Jefus Chrift, promul-

gated in the gofpel, and the wonderful difplays of his

love, mercy, and power, in rendering them conform

to his own bleffed image, in fupplying their wants,

and in bellowing upon them all fpiritual bleflings,

that they may be to the praife of his glory. The
glory of Jehovah, in this manner revealed, lliall mine

with fuch refplendent brightnefs, as to oWcure all the

Vol. IV, 4 B eolledted
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collected fplendor of this world, and to afford happy
preludes of their future felicity and dignity.—Come
then, brethren, and with open face, as in a glafs, behold

the glory of the Lord, until you are changed into the

fame image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the

Lord.

19. And I will fet a fign among them, and
1 will fend thofe that efcape of them, unto the

nations, to Tarftiifh, Pul and Lud that draw
the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the ifles afar

off, that have not heard my fame, neither have
feen my glory ; and they fhall declare my
glory among the Gentiles.

The manner in which the nations were to be ga-

thered into the Church of God, and the inftruments

to be employed in effecting this great work, are here

defcribed.

—

And I will fet a Jign among them. By
this fign may be meant, the extraordinary gifts and
operations of the Holy Spirit, whereby the apoftles

demonftrated their Divine million, and approved
themfelves to the people as the meflengers of God.
With thefe miraculous powers they were furnimed,

not to promote their own perfonal benefit, but to ad-

vance the interefts of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift.

Of this fort were the gifts of wifdom, knowledge,

faith, healing, working miracles, prophecy, difcerning

of fpirits, tongues, and the interpretation of tongues.

By thefe fupernatural means, the Holy Ghoil bare

witnefs to their miniftry, and gave efficacy to the

gofpel which they preached. Thefe were the figns

of an apoftle, as St Paul obferves, writing to the

Corinthians*, the wonders and mighty deeds wrought
among them. According to our Lord's prediction,

the molt remarkable figns followed them that be-

lieved f. Thus did God bear them witnefs, both

with

f 2 Cor, xii. 12. f Markxvi. 17* 18.
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with ligns and wonders, and divers miracle9 and gifts

of the Holy Ghoft, according to his own will ; and ve-

rified what is here foretold, for bringing the nations

to the obedience of faith.

And I will fend thofe that efcape of them, &c. The
mefTengers that God was to employ in converting

the nations were the apoftles and the evangelifts,

with their companions, who, having eluded perfecu-

tion, went forth with the Divine lamp of the gofpel

throughout the whole known world. By thefe feeble

inftruments did the invifible, omnipotent hand of

Jehovah render the caufe of Chriftianity triumphant;
and to them, under his bleffing, it owed a consider-

able portion of its rapid progrefs and furprizing fuc-

cefs, as the Acts of the Apoftles and their epiftles

abundantly teftify. Their found went unto all the

earth, and their words unto the ends of the world *.

—To Tarfhijh, a city in Cilicia, celebrated for having

given birth to the apoftle Paul; or Carthage, anciently

a powerful city on the coaft of Barbary; or a flou-

rifhing city in Spain, which formerly was called by
this name.

—

To Put, that was probably the fame with

Philas, an ifland formed by the river Nile, toward the

north border of Abyffinia, on the frontiers of Ethi-

opia.

—

Lud may denote the kingdom of Lydia, the

chief cities of which were Sardis, Philadelphia, Thya-
tira, &c. into which the gofpel was early introduced.

The inhabitants of thefe countries were, it feems, fa-.,

mous archers, and well fkilled in the ufe of bows and
arrows.

—

To Tubal and Javan. Tubal was the fifth,

and Javan was the fourth fon of Japheth the fon of

Noah. It is probable, that the land pofTefled by the

pofterity of the former, on the earl of the Black Sea,

might be called by the name of their progenitor.

The Greeks, who are conlidered as defcended from

Javan, inhabited Achaia, Macedonia, Corinth, Lace-

demon, &c.

—

And the ifles afar off. Among thefe

may be reckoned the illands of Great Britain and Ire-

land, with many others, fituated at a great diftance

from
* Rom. x. iS.
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from the land of Judea. The character of the peo-

ple who dwelt in thefe regions is next mentioned.

That have not heard my fame, &c. that have not

been made acquainted with my glorious excellencies

and mighty deeds ; with the report of the gofpel

concerning my good will and kindnefs, manifefted to

the children of men.

—

Neither have feen my glory.

They have not been favoured with thofe bright dis-

coveries of the beauty of my infinite perfections, ex-

hibited in the revelations of my grace, which fhine

with incomparable fplendor in the face of Jefus

Chrift; and confequently have not given me the tri-

bute of efteem and praife, which they juftly demand.
Into thefe countries, which had not known the true

God, but were immerfed in the molt odious fuperfti-

tions, and addicted to the moll atrocious crimes,

Jehovah declares that he would fend his fervants, to

publifh the glad tidings of falvation, and to make
known the blelTed gofpel of his beloved Son, wherein

his glory is richly difplayed.—The event hath ex-

actly correfponded with this prediction. Sacred and

profane hiftory record the faithful accomplifhment of

this prophecy, in confequence whereof we, my breth-

ren, are aiTembled to-day in this houfe, to wrorfhip the

one living and true God, through the one Mediator,

by the one Spirit. ? Thus faith the Lord of Hofts,

* let your hands be Itrong, ye that hear in thefe days,

* thefe words from the mouth of the prophets *.*

And let your voices be tuned to ling unto the Lord a

new fong, fuch as becomes renewed men to ling in

the new heavens and the new earth, which conftitute

the kingdom of the Son of Cod. Publifti his falva-

tion by your words and by your actions, from day to

day, until you fhall refume the fublime exerciie of

praife in the celeflial world.

20. And they fhall bring all your brethren

for an offering unto the Lord, out of all na-

tions,

* Zcdh. Hi. 9.
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tions, upon horfes, and in chariots, and in lit-

ters, and upon mules, and upon fwift beafts,

to my holy mountain Jerufalem, faith the

Lord, as the children of Ifrael bring an offer-

ing in a clean veffel, into the houfe of the

Lord.

The fignal fuccefs is foretold, which mould attend

the labours of God's fervants, who were to be fent

into all nations, to gather them into the communion
of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. The people to be

prefented unto the Lord, are the brethren of thofe

who were fent unto them, children with them of the

fame heavenly Father, partakers of the fame Divine

nature, walking by the fame rule, united to each

other by the bond of charity and fraternal affection,

and heirs with them of the fame incorruptible inhe-

ritance. All of this defcription, of whatever country,

were to be broughtfor an offering to the Lord, out of all

nations. Thefe holy brethren, diftinguifhed from

thofe above mentioned, who hated and excommuni-
cated the difciples of Jefus Chrift, were converts from

among the Gentiles, who turned from dead idols to

ferve the living God Being reconciled to God,

through the death of his fon,by means of the miniftry

of the gofpel, it is foretold, in alluflon to the obla-

tions offered to the Lord under the Mofaic oeconomy,

that they mould be prefented before him, and, with

all their powers and poffeflions, devoted to his fer-

vice, that they might be employed to his honour and

glory. The manner of their conveyance next deferves

attention.

Upon horfes and in chariots, &c. The words li-

terally import, that many of the converts, added to

the Church under the New Teftament, were to be

people of opulence and refpedlability, delirous of be-

coming members of this great community with all

poffible expedition. In their figurative fenfe, they

intimate, that thofe who were joined to the fociety

of
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of the faithful, notwithftanding every external difad-
vantage, mould have an honourable and pleafant
admifiion into the kingdom of God—That people of
every nation mall be confecrated to Jehovah, bring-
ing with them into the Church whatever may prove
ufeful and advantageous to themfelves and their

brethren—And that the traniition from Pagan fuper-
ftition to Chriftian worfhip, from heathen cuftoms to

holy obedience, from grois darknefs to God's marvellous
light, is not only molt remarkable, but that the pro-
gress is quick and gradual.—The fubjecl is illuitrated

by the following fimilitude. As the children of Ifrael
bring an offering, &c. The facred fervices performed
by the poiterity of Jacob, under the former difpenfa-
tion, exhibited, in many refpects, an inftructive repre-

fentation of the fpiritual worfliip of the Chriftian

Church. The offerings brought to the houfe of the
Lord in clean veffels by the lfraelites, according to

the law of the fanctuary, were defigned to prefigure
the offering of the Gentiles here foretold, who were
to be prefented to God, after having been fanclified

by the Holy Ghoft. The clean veffels that contained
their oblations, afforded an emblem of minds purified

from the pollution of wickednefs and hypocrify,

accompanied with a good confeflion, a holy conver-
lation, and adorned with thofe external virtues that

correfpond to their inward renovated ftate. The
apoitle fsems to have referred to this prediction, where
he affirms, 4 That he was made a remitter of Jefus
4 Chiilt, miniftring the gofpel of God, that the offering
4 up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being fanc-

\
tified by the Holy Ghoft *,'—

* 1 befeech you there-
* fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye prefent
4 your bodies a living facrifice, holy and acceptable
4 to God, which is your reafonable fervice.' By com-
] 'lying with this comprehenfive apoftolical exhorta-

tion, delivered in facrirlcal terms, you make the

becoming acknowledgment that you belong unto the

Lord, in whom are united the rights of Creator,

Preferver,

* Rom. xv. 1 6.
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Preferver, Benefaclor, and Redeemer ; rights fupr

and unalienable, that can neither be diminiffied

nor iuperieded; you perform a fervice which you
mutt be convinced is perfectly equitable and re..

able, and therefore ought not to be omitted.

21. And I will alio take of them for pricfts,

mut for Levites, faith the Lord.

The peculiar privilege to be conferred on fome of

the Gentiles, that were to be brought for an offering

to the Lord, is deicribed in reference to the offices

held under the former difpenfation. What is here

laid does not relate to the ipiritual prieflhood, common
to all the taints under the New feitament; for

the prediction would have run thus: I will take them
for prietts and Levites ; whereas the words are, I will

take of, or from among them. Thole who were
inverted, according to the law of Mof.s, in the offices

here mentioned were, by Divine appointment, let

apart to the fervice of God; they were employed in

miniitring before the Lord, and in taking care or

things leered. On theie accounts they prengurcd
:s, teachers, and mi of the gofpel, with

: fubordinate officers in the Church of Chriit.

Toough all who believe in the Son of God are p
unto the . and have right to approach Jeho-
vah, and to enter by the blood of Ch the

-ft of all; yet minhlers of the word, di

of the p.. :f God, whole bulinefs is

to officiate in facred things, poflefs, in a peculiar

ner, the characters here ailigned to them, and to 1

they efpecially belong. Tnis proniife intimates the

tendeF care of Jehovah toward nis Church, for v.

benefit he wouid raife up eminent men, on whom he
was to confe. _ juried honour, that they might
ie:ve him in the goipel of his Son, and be emp". • 2

•

in advane ereftspf his pejple. it a..

thgl I lie priefthood unde: the - 1 ;.'-.: ce:ono-

D P.
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my was confined to a particular family, and the

Levitical fervice to one tribe ; under the new and
better Teitament there is a change, not only in the

priefthood, but alfo in the law *, and that God now
employs men of every nation to ferve in holy things.

—To this prediction thefe folemn words are fubjoined>

Saith the Lord.

22. For as the new heavens, and the new
earth which I will make, fhall remain before

me, faith the Lord, fo fhall your feed and your
name remain.

We are nowT arrived at the conclufion of the Pro-

prieties of this Book : which unfolds what fhall be the

final portion of the upright fervants of God, and of

the wicked and hypocritical. It commences with

an explicit declaration of the (lability and perpetuity

of the new ceconomy of Grace ; of the continuance

of the fpiritual poilerity, and renown of the faithful

worfhippers of the living God. Indeed, the former

includes the latter; for ifthe new creation, the glorious

work of God, fhall abide for ever, the fpiritual children

of thofe whom he hath renovated to fliew forth his

praife muit continue throughout all ages. Their

exiftence mud be of equal duration with the Church,
which could not fubfift but by new acceffions of con-

verts; and, therefore, in the words before us folemn

affurance is given by Jehovah, that the generation

of the upright fhall remain before him. After thofe

who were affiduouily employed in the work of God
are called off the ftage of time, and enter into reft,

others are raifed up to fucceed them in their labours

;

fo that, according to ancient prophecies, * there
* fhall be a generation to ferve the Lord while fun and
moon endure j-.' ' Inftead of the fathers fhall be

* the children, whom thou mayeft make princes in

* all the earth J' joyful thought !
* The children of

•thy

• Heb. Yii. 12. f Pfal. Ixaui. 17, % Pfal. xlv. 2 6,
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6 thy fervants fhall continue, and their feed fhall be.

eftablifhed before thee *.' The Church of God,
fcattered abroad over the whole earth, conftituted of

them who believe in Jefus Chrift, who are furniihed

with the graces of his Spirit, and walk according to

the rule of his word, have communicated to them the

following pleating information—That, though the

former difpenfation, with its rites and inftitutions,

were not permanent, and, after fometime, were re-

moved to make room for others that were more ex-

cellent and durable, the new oeconomy of grace,

which is fpiritual and complete in all its parts, fhall

not fufFer any material alteration, nor be abolifhed,

whilfl the heavens and the earth remain—And that

throughout all ages, the fpiritual pofterity of thofe

who love the Lord (hall be continued, that being

blelTed in him, they may call him bleired, and ever

glorify his name.—The fulfilment of this prediction

is truly remarkable. Even in periods of the Church
the moft degenerate and corrupt, when iniquity

abounded, and the love of many waxed cold, amid
ignorance, error, and perfecution,—in fuch perilous

times there hath flood forth heroic confeflbrs of the

truth, who expofed the delufions of error, maintained

the primitive fimplicity of Chriflian doctrine, wor-

ihip, and manners, inculcated in the Scripture. And
in the prefent age, there are not wanting thofe who,

animated by love to God and the Redeemer, confe-

crate their pious labours, and the powerful influence

of edifying examples, to advance the interefts of the

kingdom of God our Saviour, whofe names fhall be

tranfmitted with honour to following generations.

23. And it fhall come to pafs, that from one

new-moon to another, and from one fabbath

to another, fhall all flefh come to worfhip be-

fore me, faith the Lord.

Vol. IV. 4 C The
* Pfcl. cii. zt.
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The joyful confequence refulting from the per-

petuity of the generation of the upright, (hall be re-

gular, conflant attendance on the inflituted worihip

of Jehovah. This prediction is delivered in terms

that allude to the Old Teftament difpenfation, when
fabbaths and new-moons conftituted well known pe-

riods of time, at the return of which ibme additional

facred fervices were to be performed. In reference

to thefe feafons, the Hated public worfhip of God,

(is foretold) fhall be waited on in every age by
the fpiritual pofterity of God's fervants, who are

fpoken of under the designation of all flefh. The
expreflion, which is not ftri&ly, but figuratively to

be underftood, is frequently ufed in reference to the

gofpel ceconomy *. It defcribes the peculiar charac-

ter of that difpenfation, wherein the kingdom of God
is extended over all the earth, and comprehends the

nations of them that are faved: In obedience to the

will of Jehovah, people of every kindred and lan-
N

guage fhall come, with alacrity and pleafure, to worfhip

before him.—To worfhip God, is, from heart-felt con-

viction of his infinite excellencies, difplayed in his

works and by his word, to recognize his fupreme do-

minion, to adore his glorious Majefty, and cordially

to embrace, with efteem and gratitude, the riches of

his grace, and the bleffings of his falvation. The
prophecy then imports, that men, in whofe hearts

are the ways of God, impreffed with lively views of

the Divine glory and mercy revealed in the gofpel,

and convinced that nearnefs to God is their higheft

honour and greatefl privilege, fhall come out of every

country, and frequently and fiatedly prefent them-
felves before his throne of grace. They fhall come
into the affemblies of his faints with profound humi-
lity and reverence ; and, animated by the pleafing

encouragements he hath given in his word, they
fhall approach him by the new and living way he

hath

* See Pfal. lxr. 2. and Joel ii, 28.
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hath opened for them into his prefence.—The truth of

this declaration is certified in thefe words, Saith the

Lord.

24. And they fhall go forth, and look upon
the carcafes of the men that have tranfgrefled

againft me : for their worm fhall not die, nei-

ther fhall their fire be quenched, and they

fhall be an abhorring unto all flefh.

The prophecy concludes with an awful reprefenta-

tion of the dreadful mifery of unbelieving, impenitent

tranfgrefibrs, fubjected to the power of that fpiritual

death, which, begun in this prefent ftate, fhall ter-

minate in everlafting deftruction. Even within the

precin&s of the Church of God, in its beft eftate on

earth, there are fome, as the prophet 'Z-echariah ob-

ferves, ' who will not go up to worfhip the Lord at

' Jerufalem, on whom fhall be the plague wherewith
* the Lord fhall fmite the heathen who refufe to do
• him homage*? There are children ofthe kingdom
that fhall be caft into outer darknefs ; who having

defpifed the admonitions of the Mod High, and re-

jected his gofpel, their hearts have been hardened

through the deceitfulnefs of fin. Such fhall be re-

ferred as monuments of the righteous judgment of

God, who will render tribulation and wrath to every

foul of man that doeth evil. Thofe who worfhip Je-

hovah, mentioned in the preceding verfe, going forth

from the folemn fervices wherein they were engaged,

will obferve the deplorable ftate of the enemies of

God, who fhall be for ever excluded from his prefence

and glory. They fhall look upon the carcafes of the

men flain by the word of God, who, deprived of the

fpirit of life, remain under the power of fpiritual

death. They fhall fee them caft out as vagabonds

from the earth, as objects of Divine vengeance, to

endure the wrath and curfe of God, which they have

chofen. Such carcafes fhall be viewed, by the de-

vout worfhippers of God, with horror and contempt,

as

* Chap. xir. 16—18.
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as tremendous inftances of the Divine feverity againft

fin, and of the inexpreflible anguilh that (hall be the

portion of the wicked.

For their worm Jhall not die, &c. This figurative

defcription of the extreme mifery of obftinate tranf-

greflors, taken from objects that excite the mod acute

pain, forcibly intimates, that they fhall for ever feel

the mod excruciating torments, arifmgfrom the dire-

ful effects of the wrath of God, the keen reproaches

of evil confciences, and the rage of defpair, malice,

and other corroding paffions.—It alfo intimates the

endlefs perpetuity of this extreme anguifh. The in-

fluence of Divine grace being fufpended, the current

of Divine mercy toward them being flopt, all hope
of pity and deliverance is vain and fruitlefs

—

Neither

fhall their fire he quenched. This emblematical ex-

preflion ftrongly reprefentsthe exquiiite tormentwhich
the wicked fhall fuffer from the inexorable wrath of

the Almighty, and the agonizing profpect of its end-

lefs duration. Our blefTed Saviour, fpeaking of this

awful fubject, feems to refer to the words under con-

fideration *.

—

AndtheyftaUbe an abhorring unto allfiejl?.

The term all flefli mutt be reftricted, as in the pre-

ceding verfe, to the upright fervants of God, who
appear before him to worfhip. To people of this

defcription, incorrigible tranfgrefTors againft God fhall

be objects of abhorrence and execration, as the He-
brew word imports. Excluded from communion
with God, the fource of all excellence and happinefs,

and from fellowfhip with all his holy ones, devoted
to deftruction, thruft down into a ftate of contempt
and mifery, to fuftain the puniftiment of all their

wickednefs, they fhall be the objects of deteftaticn to

all the loyal fubjecls of the kingdom of God, who
rejoice in their allegiance to Him that liveth and reign-

cth for ever and ever.—With this affecting reprefen-

tation of the oppofite ftates of the righteous and the

wicked, the characters which comprehend the whole
human race, doth Ifaiah conclude his prophecies.

God
* Mark ix. 44, 46, 48.
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God grant, for Chrift's fake, that our portion may be
with them that fear and iove his name, that cleave

to his truths, and perfevere in every good work, in

the pleafing hope of receiving from the Lord Jefus

Chrift the gracious invitation, ' Come ye blelTed of
4 my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
' from the foundation of the world.'

Thus have 1 finifhed the expofition of thefe pro-

phecies. The confequences attending the miniftry

of the word of God are truly great and awful. How
folemn, how interefting the truth delivered by the

apoftle of the Gentiles *. To them that are faved,
* we are the favour of life unto life; and to them that
* perifh, the favour of death unto death.' If the

important truths delivered in the courfe of thefe

Lectures have been received with faith and love; if

they have been the means of introducing you into a

Hate of friendfbip with God, of enlightening your
minds, of purifying your hearts, and of conducting
you in the paths of righteoufnefs—You may expect

to enjoy the ineftimable immunities and benefits

delineated in thefe prophecies.—Whereas if you have
put far from you the words of eternal life, if you
perfift in rejecting the mighty Saviour, who is the

chief fubject of thefe predictions, and in difregarding

his kind offers and falutary precepts, 1 teflify unto you,
that you (hall furely perifh.

I conclude by humbly acknowledging my infinite

obligations to the God of all grace, the Father of
mercies, who hath kept me alive to this day, and
enabled me to complete this expofition. With gra-

titude, 1 afcribe to God, through Jefus Chrift,

thankfgiving and praife, for the direction and af-

fiftance he hath afforded me in the illufiration of
this infpired book. If, through ignorance, preju-
dice, or inattention, any thing hath been advanced
derogatory to the glory of Jehovah, or inconfiftent

with his holy word, I am ready, on conviction,

iincerely to retract and condemn it. Whatever hath

been
* 2 Cor. ii.15, 16,
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been fpcken through the conduct and aid of his good
Spirit, agreeable to his will, and tending to promote
the interefts of his kingdom, I pray may be accom-
panied with his enriching benediclion, and prove the

means of your fanclification and falvation. I requeft,

my brethren, your fervent prayers, that in all things

1 may approve myfelf a minifter of God ; that my
labours in the gofpel may be crowned with fuccefs;

and that many of you may be my joy and rejoicing

in the day of Chrift. In the wrords of an apoftle,
1 1 befeech you, for the Lord Jefus Chrift's fake, and
' for the love of the Spirit, that ye ftrive together
' with me in your prayers to God for me*'

May the peace of God, that pafTeth underftanding

;

may the love of God, that pafleth knowledge; may
the abundant grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the

delightful communion of the Holy Ghoft, be with you
all. Amen and Amen.
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