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"L ETTETR 1L

Vclcgri, 1oth February, 1761,
Tuefday, 8 o’clock at night.

I SET out for this place about 12 o’clock
.this morning, after a goo& dinner, or rather
a good breakfaft, before my departure. ‘Tho’
I came poft, and it is only two and twenty
miles, it was after {un-fet before I arrived -
hither. I brought-a letter for a gentleman
Vor. IIl. A of
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of this place, but it feems he is gong out of
town, however they expect his return to-
morrow morning. My inn I think is as
bad as can poffibly be. Indeed ta the fouth-
ward of Rome, things 'begin to have the
air of Spain, ‘There is fome reafon why ac-
comrmadations fhould be worfe in hot coun-
tries than in colder climates. The mildnefs
of the air renders them lefs neceffary. At
this time of the year, people would be
ftarved in England in the room I am at pre-
fent fetting. Na. glafs to the windows, tho
that indeed is at prefent remedied by the
wooden fhutters being clofed, but then there
are propet interftices to let the wind pafs,
My chimney likewife fmokes. Part of my
fupper is juft tumbled down, or rather up
ftairs, and I am going to eat the refl,

Veletr ia
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Veletri, 11tlrFebsuary, 1763, one o’clock -
in the afternoop, Wednefday.

‘The gentleman I was recommended to has
been with methis morning, and we tookawalk
put together about the town, and have been
fcrutinizing, upon the fpot, into the hiftory
of the furprize of Veletri by the Germans. It
happened in the year 1744. You know the

.queen of Hungary fent troaps under prince
Lobkowitz, to invade Naples, which met
the Spanith and Neapolitan forces at Veletri.
The Spaniards were quartered in the town,
and the Germans in a wood upon a hill near
it. The Spaniards were fent into Italy by
Philip the Fifth, to affift his fon Don Carlos,
who is now king of Spain, and whom he
had placed upon the throne of the Two
Sicilies, after he had conquered thofe domi-
nions from the houfe of Auftria. The
queen indeed had ceded them, but upon
war’s breaking out again, fhe renewed her
former claims. Juft the fame as fhe has been

A 2 doing
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doing with regard to Silefia this war. She fent
twenty thoufand men to the a'_'ttempt. It was
thefe who were quartered upon the mount
Artemiifius near Veletri. The | king of Naples
was quartered and lodged in the bnly hand-
fome palace here, belonging to the family of
Gipetti,. Lobkowitz and his generals re-
folved to attempt a furprize of the place by
night, 'General Brown, an Irithman, was to
command the attack, The Britith fleet
under- Admiral Mathews was then. _cruiﬁng
off the coaft, which is not above fous qe five
miles from Veletri, to affift the Germans,
A day or two before the furprize, [Lobko-
witz'marched fome of his troops down rather
“more to the thore, than his v- camp, and a
report was fpfead, purpofely I fuppofe, that
he was going ta imbark his troops on board
the Englith fleet, in order to go ﬁreight to
Naples. However, if an_y' perfon fuffered
themfelves to be deceived by ~fu,ch a report,
they were not much fkilled in fea-.aﬁ‘air,s; for
it muft have been a pretty large fleet to have
- ' received
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received twénty-thouvfand men. The night
fettled for’ the attempt at laft camé. Some
regiments of German troops were marched
round to attack Veletri on the contrary fide
to where the& were encamped. There was
another, likewife, ordered to go and fpread
an alarm’ towards the eaft, but they loft
their way in the night, and never appeared
during the attack.

The Neapolitan gate, which was on the
oppofite fide to where the Germans were
encamped, was the place intended to be |
forced. Without it the Irith regiments in
the fervice of Spain were quartered. General
Brown cut the greateft part of his country-
men to pieces; During this alarm the king
‘puton his cloaths, and girting on his fword
as quick as poffible, ran out of the back
. door-of his houfe, attended by fome of his
nobility and life-guards, who were upon
duty near him. He went through the gar-

“den belonging to the palace of the Ginetti
A3 X family, -
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family, and took the road towards Valmons
tonio. There were fome of his cavalry
here, from whom he got a horfe, and went
on, - after encouraging them to defend his
perfon. He got to a'capuchin convent not
far from Veletri, where he met the duke of
Modena, and the French ambaflador, two
petfons for whofe fafety he had been very
anxious. He then marched to the right
wing of his troops, who were encamped
on that fide of Veletri, where he omitted
nothing a general could do to animate and
arrange his men. It was now day-light,
for Brown had been fo delayed, that it was
‘near dawn before his attack began. He had
almoft deftroyed all his countrymen who
defended the Neapolitan gate. The few
that remained he had taken prifoners.
 He had broken too fome Spanifh horfe that

oppofed him. He killed many of them, and
* took more, ‘ ]

He
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He then feized the tents, and every thing
elfe that belonged to the left wing of the
Spanith army. He fet the whole on fire.
The town gate was now opened by force.
The Spanith guards in vain attempted to
hinder the entrance of the enemy. Sanfe-
verino, brother to the prince of Bifiniano,
endeavoured to rally them. Some he re-
proacthed, fome he ftopt by force, till his
great number of wounds rendered him fo
faint, that he fell, and was left for dead.
In the mean time the Germans entered, and
feized upon nine pair of colour$ found alto-
gether juft at the gate. They now feparated
their troops into three divifiohs. One went
to the palace wher¢ thé king lodged ; the
fecond towards the court of juﬂ:ice,’ a large
building on the left hand as they entered;
and the third up the ftreet that leads
through the middle of the town. They
killed a great many people, and atte;npted
to fet fire to the houfes in man'); piaces. _
The inhabitants, unufed to war, hid them-

A4 felves
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felves in their cellars, and expe@ted to fed
their “habitations entirely .deﬁfoycd. The
Germans continued killing almoft every
~ perfon they met, whether armed or not:
They plundered every thing they could get,
making very little difference between what
belonged to the towns-people or their ene-
mies. Almoft all the Spaniards that re«
mained in-the town upon the entry of the
Germans were either taken or killed, Count
Mariano, tho’ very ill-of the gout, was
obliged get away as quiék as he could on
horfeback. ‘The duke of Atrifoo, after the
houfe he was in was half pulled down and
" burnt, got off hkewife, .and mounting a
horfe, rode to the king’s guards, of which
he was commander. In fhort, fire, confufion
and the enemy occupied every place; and a
report was current, (a thing common enough
upon all - thefe occafions,) that the Spanifh -
army was totallyv deftroyed. 'What ruined
the Germans was, that, inftead of following
- their vitory, as foon as they were mafters

. - Qf
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of the town they thought of nothing but
plandering it. However, the Spaniards,
who had recovered themfelves a little on the
outfide “of the walls, re-attacked the Ger-
mans. The engagement then became ve’ry
bloody on both fides.

General Gage was the principal comman.
der of the Spamards under the king of Na-
ples:  He'was a Fleming, and had been one
of the Spanith Walloon guards. - He direted
the recovery of the town with all the art
and vigor of am experiencdd - officers An-
dreafy, a ‘general of the Germans; was
woundeéd.” Many prifotiers were takén on
_both fides. - Tk event was ée}tainly of very
great confequence, for if the Spantards had
‘been conquered; and thelr ammunxtxon and

magazines taken, it mnght “have gonc hard
~‘with the kmgdom of Naples In the mean
-time the kmg, who was never far from Ve.
letri, fent two companies of the queen's
regiment, which he had along'with bim,’ to
o aflift
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affift his army. Gage, likewife, brought the
Macedonian regiment, and that of Caftille
to the attack. The appearance of them caft
a panic into the enemy, who were afraid
of being furfounded, fo that the Ger-
-mans immediately began to run away as
falt as they could. Some were lgilied in
jumping down the fteep precipices which,
furround the town. What increafed the
hurry of their flight was; their not receiving
any affiftance from their general Lobkowitz,
who, I do not know for what reafon, did
" not chufé to fend them a reinforcement.
The Spaniards purfued the flying efiemy to
fo good effet, that they firewed the road
quite up to the German camp with carcafes.
There were, ftill, however, fome remaining
in Veletri, who had got into the houfes, and
. from thence infefted the Spanith tfoops.
As they were covered by the walls from the
mufquetry, they killeda greatnumber, without
being annoyable themfelves from the enemy.
The Spaniards could not bring their cannon
eafily
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eafily to play upon them within the ftreets
of the town, indeed I bqlieve' they had little
or no artillery in it. Hewever the Walloon
guards at laft broke into the houfes, and,
~with fome lofs, killed or took them all pri-
foners. ‘The count of Beaufort, one of the
Walloon officers, was killed by the enemies
bayonets: He did not fall upon the {pot,
but continued fighting, till at laft they car-
rtied him away by force. His countrymen,
the Walloons, feeing what had happened,
redoubled their fury. They cut down the
doors with hatchets, and as I have already
faid, all the Germans remaining within the
houfes were either killed or taken prifoners.

In the mean time the purfuit of thofe who

were retreating to their camp was conti-
nued. Count Novati-was taken by the
Spaniards in the duke of Modena’s quar-
ters, before he knew even that his own
party was fled. The duke of Modena,
you know, was then with the Spaniards.
Thiere was a confultation held by the king,

‘ with
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with him and other officers, about purfi-
ing the Germans with all their forces, into
their very camp. -But fome’ difputes arofe
~ about the way they were to march, which
gave the enemy time to compleat their re-

treat.

Seven o clock at night.

W E have been walking out a fecond
.time; and Iobkin’g about Veletri. = The
houfes are marked with- mufquet tfhot,
the remains of the German attack. We
faw where the then king ‘of Naples faved
himfelf, when he ran half naked into the
garden and efcaped. The fituation of Velex
tri is really very pretty. ‘Itis plaéed upon
a middling hill. The valleys about it ate
very romantic, and the fides of them cloath«
ed with vineyards and olive trees. I faw
nothing extraordinary in the town but its
dirtinefs, as being furrounded with decli-

vities I fhould think the water muft run
' off.
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off. Indeed they have nothing to fhew but
# pope’s ftatue, and the art of making bran-
dy, which they fay is dane cheaper here
than at Rome, A coffeezhoufe exhibited ta
me fome curious figures, and you know
what country gentlemen are out of Eng-
land. I fet out for Capua to-morrow, where
I fhall ftay a day o two, before I go on for
Naples. |
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LETTER 1

Capua, 8 o'clock morning,
Monday, Feb. 16, 1761.

THIS is the fifth day I have been-at
Capua, detained by fomg friends, but as
their gompa'ny will not be fo agreeable to
you as to me, I will give you the canfe-
quences of the German repulfe at Veletri,
1 také great part of what I write from an
elegant Latin hiftory, of the late war in
It;ﬂy, compofed by Buonarnici, who ferva,
‘ed under the king of Naples, which makes
him indeed rather incline ta the party
under whofe banners he fought, S

The Span‘iards continued defirous of re=-
venging, by an immediate attack upon their
camp, the daring enterprize of the Ger-
mans. ‘The count of Valhermofo offered

to
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‘to follow them, if the king would but give
him leave. He faid he would go by a bridge
called Mela, near the town of ILanuvio,
where the horfe could alfo come, and by fe-
cluding the enemy from Cintiana, exa& im-,
mediate punithment for their hardinefs. The
count of Valhermofo’s opinion prevailed. But
the misfortune was, that while thefe things
were difputing, and the troops were getting
seady, the Germans returned in peace to their
camp. The Spaniards did indeed begin to
maréh under the command of the count.
But as foon as the king knew that the
enemy was entirely retired, fo that it was
impoffible to harrafs them any further in
their retreat, and as he had a mind to give
his troops a little reft after the great fa.
tigue of the pafled night, or rather morning,
confidering all thefe things, he ordered
them to return to their quarters. ‘The
affair began at dawn of day, and lafted till
pine o’clock, | |

The
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The day following the king gave public
thanks to all his army, and inparticular ta
count Gage, and the duke of Caftropig-
.nano. He praifed his Spanifh troops in not
letting their courage flag under difficulties,
and his Neapolitans far equalling their an-
ceftors in' their fidelity and love to their
{overeign. -He difpenfed rewards to differ-
ent perfons. He promoted prince Sanfe-
verino, the" prince of Bifiniano's brother,
and made the prince della Riccia knight of
the order of St. Januarlus They were both
wounded. He then harangued his army,
and exhorted them to have courage, nor
be dlfappomted at difficulties. He told them,
that they ought rather to rejoice in
having repelled an almoft vi&o;ious enemy
from their camp, than be forry for their
having been attacked, and receiving fome
lofs. One man was hung up belonging
to the town, as the Spamards, tho* from
reports perhaps more than proof, imagined
fome of the mhalntants had Playcd ra-

2 ther
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tl-ler foul towards them. In fa&, the fub-
je&s of the pope were badly off to have
two great arniies cutting and burning their
houfes about their ears, without being able
to fay, no, to either of them. The king
then took care to have his camp better
ftrengthened and guarded. The foldiers that
had loft their arms, horfes, and cloaths,
were refurnifthed with all of them. Every
province of the Neapolitan ftate was order-
ed to fend a certain number of tecruits,
and every prince a horfe. The princes and
people did at laft tranfmit what was requir-
ed, but after fome time. Naples made a
free prefent of money to the king. Some
auxiliary troops from Spain had the good
luck to get to Gaeta and Naples, through
the Britith fleet, which was then very
powerful. Lobkowitz in the mean time,
tho' he fpread about every where that he
had gained a vi&ory, thought of making
his retreat. As he had loft a great many of

his men, and found the Spanith camp was
Vor. IIL B now
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now ftrongly fortified, he gave up all hopes
-of any opportunity offering in his favor.
A great many of his foldiers too were woun-
ded, which added to the month of Auguft,
caufe of unwholefome heats they were not
accuftomed to bear, rendered them unfit to
do their duty. His principal officers began
likewife to quarrel, which generally happens
when affairs go bad. Malicious fayings flew '
about, that Lobkowitz was not capable of
tommanding an army. The horfes were
entirely emaciated. The country all round
was confumed, by the long ftay of the
troops. The autumn too was coming on,
a bad time for him to truft for provifions by
fea. Tho' Lobkowitz wanted affiftance him-
felf, the king of Sardinia was intreating him ‘

.to come and firengthen his party, and the
general was obliged, by the queen’s orders, to
fend him fome forces. This commander was
reduced, therefore; to the greateft dilemma,
and his determination was, that it was necef-

fary to march., He ftayed, notwithftanding,
two
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two months longer in fight of the Spanith
army, whethier it was that the Auftrians
were afthamed to abandon what had once
been undertaken, or, that ftill fome beams
of hope were kept alive in their bofoms.
During this interval, about a hundred Hun-
garian horfe fell upon the town of Val-
montonio by furprize, and killed all the

few Spanifh troops in it; with Portocarrero

. who commanded them. They plundered
_the town. In all the ftay of the armies
. at Veletri, nothing more happened of any
thoment. Lobkowitz, who ftill continued
in his intention of decamping, fent away
vbefore him the fick and wounded, and
_all other impediments, in order that no-
. thing might retard his march. He order-
. ¢d about a hundred men likwife, to make
(2 bridge of boats over the Tyber, pretty
, near the bridge called Ponte Molle, in order
. that he might pafs his troops the quicker
gover that river. After thefe difpofitions
s Lobkowitz marched away in the night

B 2 time,
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time, in a great ‘hurry. As foori as the

| king of Naples perceived their .retreat, a
ftep he had imagined the Germans would
be obliged ta take fooner or later, he order-
ed his army to follow; and his cavalry to
harrafs their rear. ‘The firft night of their
- march, the Germans ftopt at the Torre di
mezza via, and the Spaniards in the valley
of Albano. In paffing the Tyber the Germans
were overtaken, and a little fkirmifh happened
before they could entirely get over their
troops. When the Auftrian army paffed
under the walls of Rome, the citizens looked
upon them with a different eye from what
they had done fome months befere, while
going, as they faid, to-the conqueft of Naples,
Lobkowitz then had entered that city, with
fome of his generals, to pay his refpects to
the Pope. All the inhabitants crouded to
fee him. -Buonamici fays, that the day of
his entering Rome, the people fhewed him
fo much honor, and crouded fo.- much about
the tops of their houfes to behold him, nd
| ~ received
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received him with fuch acclamations, that
nothing feemed wanting to compleat his
‘triumph but a vi€ory (ut nihil ei ad trium-
pham prater viforiam deeflet.) The Ro-
mans ufed to go out to the army, which was
cncamped but a little way from the town,
and ftare at and admire every thing. Buone
amici imagines that they judged of the
ftrength and force of the foldiers from their
barbarous cloathing, and their harth founding
Janguage, The Romans faid, that no nation,
much lefs the Neapolitan, could withftand
the look of fuch troops. But they were now
returning in a quite different plight, and with
quite different ideas from what they enter-
tained before. Inftead of invading, they were
purfued, and inftead of conquering, were en-
endeavouring to preferve the troops they
already had ; in fhort, inftead of acting upon
the offenfive, were become mere defenders.

B 3 8 'o'clock.;
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8 o'clock at night.
I dined to day with the governor of this
place, who is an Irithman, or at leaft of Irith
extraction. At his table were the officers of
an - Irith regiment quartered here, with ong
Fr'en.chmgn, ‘W'hQ, tho’ born at Aix, is yet
enrolled among them. Upém my word the
number of Britith fubjeéts, and particularly
Irifh, ferving in foreign countries, 15 a great
detrimen_t to the nation. There are three
Irith regiments in Spain, feven in Fx_'an;:ej,
and one here, befides numbers of that nation
{cattered about the World in detached fervices.
Walkmg out W1th fome of the officers yef=
terday, they ndlculed the proclamatxon iflued
by our court, at the beginning of the war, to
recall all Brm(h fubjets ferving foreign
powers. What does [:he"govgarqment mean,
fays one of them, by ordering us to come
home ? Let them order us bread there, and
we fhall be glad to return of our own accord,
It is better however to fer\(e a foreign p(_)wge;'
than
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than ftarve in Ireland.. I believe you here
fee the fentiments of half the Irith nation,
for I fuppofe near half of them are Roman
catholics, and they all declare there is no
way of ’living in Ireland, for perfons of their
perfuafion, without they have independent
fortunes.

1

T intend to go to-morrow to Naples,

B4 -~ LET-
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LETTER IL

Naples, Tucfday, Feb. 24, 1761,
8 o’clock in the morning.

UPON my arrival at this place I rcceived
your letter, and fhall, in confequence of it,
relinquith my expedition to Sicily and Mal‘ta,'
and returh to England. AsImuft wait how-
ever for the informations, which you will
agree with me are {0 neceflary, 1 fhall flowly
continue my jou'rney homewards, till frefh
advice gives fpurs to my inclination,

I fet out from Capua, as Itold you I in-
tended to do, - on Tuefd_ay morning, that is
this day feven-night. As there are but twa
pofts, or one change of horfes, between
Capua and this place, and as it was very early
when I fet out, you may imagine it was not late
when I got to Naples. The road was toler-
ably good, and we pafled through a middling

| " town
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town, called Averfa, famous heretofore for
being the firft fovereign eftablithment of
the Normans in this country, before thofe
brave adventurers overthrew the dominion
of the Lombards and Greeks, and eftablithed
a flourithing kingdom in the Two Sicilies.

— — — I have been interrupted by

a vifit: from a Portuguefe gentleman, with
whom I had made an acquaintance the laft
time I wasahroad. In the courfe of our con-
verfation, I atked him if he had any news
from Portugal, but he fays none, whether it
is that there is not really any, or that his
friends do pot care to write what they know,
He fays, however, that the king of Portugal
was very much picqued, that the book writ«
ten in his favor fhould be burnt by the com«
mon hangman at Rome. Theimprifonment
of Pagliarini, the Roman bookfcllér, for pub-
lithing fomething in his defence, ' bas
increafed his difpleafure, which is fill
heightened by that 4unhappy tradefman
having
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having been condemned to the galleys for
ten years. ‘That was his fentence, but the
pope has mitigated it by . changing the
'gaﬂeys to his being confined in a fortrefs for
the fame time. Ithink there is nothingelfe
to téll you concerning the affairs of Portugal.

Saturday, 9 o’clock in the
morning, Feb. 28.

. We have had the moft terrible uproar
imaginable in the houfe oppofite to my
windows, merely for one woman's calling
another a w—e. The opprobrious word was
no fooner out of the offender's mouth, than
all the relations of the injured innocent, of
which there happened to be a good number
prefent, as fhe was in her own houfe, ftll
- upon the aggreflor, or rather aggreflorefs, and
with mighty blows levelled her to the ground.
But fortune fent her affiftance. Her cries
. reached the ears of fome of her vacquaintance._
They flew to her aid. The battle became
general. ' Stanes and dirt flew about without

intermiffion,
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intermiffion.  Vi@ory hovered over the
combatants, dubious on which party to de-
{cend. But a ferjeant with fome foldiers
entering, foon calmed the female tumult and
all was peace. Even their tongues were
“huthed, which before had trumpeted to
" hattle in the moft warlike ftsain. So when
Neptune with his tritons appears upon the
face of the troubled waters———But a
truce with fimiles, I will go to breakfaft.

A gentleman has been telling me, this
morning at breakfaft, the ftory of fome Eng-
lith failors belonging to a mgrchant fhip.
The thing made fome difturbance in this
city., ‘They got drupk and were ;oagni;xé
about the town. The Neapolitan guard,
of which there are feyeral placed in different
parts of this populous town, told them pot tq
make fuch a noife. A quarre] enfued, and
the failors,without any Ccfcmpny, clofed with
them and twifted all “their mufkets out of
their hands, ‘This attack upon the military

made
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made great noife for fome time, but it was
at length thought proper ta pafs it over,
Tho' the failors were to be fure highly in
the wrong, and were punithable in thefe mo-
-narchical countries to a high degree, I believe
the officers did not care to demand public
fatisfaction, for their fentinels. having been
difarmed by unarmed men. In this manner
the affair dropped.  —  —

LET.
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L ETTER IV

Saturday, March 7, 12 o'clock
at noon. Naples.

A One horfed chair, which ply about this

town like hackney coaches, has carried me
this morning to Portici. Itis a pleafant ride,
fome part of it along the fea-fide. Tho'
indeed the fea-fide continues but little farther

than till you are out of the town of Naples,

but you are all the way near the beautiful
bay upon which this town is fituated. Na-
ples towards the fea is really magnificent.
As it is built in a femi-circle, and part upon
a rifing ground, it makes a great fhow.
Portici is the place where the ancient Her-
culaneum ftood, at leaft fo antiquarians and
learned people fay, tho' Ido not think we
have any abfolute proof of it. All Dion
Caffius writes about it is as follows.

({4 In
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“ In the mean time a moft unfpeakablé
4¢ quantity of athes, borne along by the winds;
* covertd both earth and fea, and filled the
‘¢ very air. Infinite 'damage accrued from

é this to men and cattle. All fith and birds

“ were deﬁroyed and two intire cities, Her:

“ culaneum and Pompeu, were . totally over-
whelméd, while the people were f itting in

¢ the theatre.”

¢

Now as there has been a fown loft, ard 4
town found, people imagine that the town
_ loft- muft be inevitably the fame with that )
difcovered, whi'ch 1 do nof think a certain _
confequence. Nor do I hold it abfolutely
certain that-what they have difcovered tridei
ground was a town: I think they might
have found as many thirgs in a village, or
evenin a villa. They have difcovered indeed
a theatre I believe, or rather an amphithea-
tre, but fomé Roman: emperors had amphi-
theatres in their villas,

Mondny;
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* Monday, March 9, § o’clock

in the afternoon.

I am juft come from dinner at the con-
fil’'s, where there was much company.
- Talking about Herculaneum, he fays more
authors have fpoken about that and Pompé‘ii's
being fwallowed up befides Dion Caffius.
This certainly gives fome confirmation to
the hiftory of the fubmerfion of Hercula-
neum, but none "that Hérculane;.xm 1s
the identical place where the houfes now
found under ground at Portici are fituated,
The ancient authors, ‘befides Dion Caf-
fius, that fpeak of ’ it, are Flavius Eutro-
pius, Sextus, Aurelius Viétor, Zohara, and,
fome others. Aurelius Vi&or I have not -
- feen. Zonara is merely a copier of Dion
Caffius, and Eutropius only fays in gene-
ral, that towns were deftroyed. His words
are as follow.

T8 At
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« At this time the: top of mount Ve:
“ fuvius burfting, it i8 reported that great
“ torrents of fire were {fpread all about
“ Campania, and that all the neighbour:
ke ing country, with its towns and men;
** were deftroyed by the flames,”

I do not give you the werds of Zonara,
- for they are merely copied from Dion
Caffius. He éven copies Dion Caffius’s
Lies. I call them lies, for what Dion Caf-
fius fays I can never believe. He declares
the afthes of Vefuvius flew fo far, as to reach
Rome, Africa, Syria, and Egypt. -

* In fine, the quantity of athes was {o
¢ great; that part of them reached to Afri-
*¢ ca, Syria, and Egypt, and entered Rome,
¢ filling all the air, and obfcuring the

¢ fun.”

It may be, but ¥ think in this account
there feems to be not only a poetical hyper-
1 bole,
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bole, but a manifeft contradittion: Rome
ftands to the north, and Africa to the fouth
of Vefuvius, Syria to the eaft, and Egypt
to the fouth:eaft: Afhes can only go with
‘the wind, which muft have changed moft
wonderfully to carry fuch a quantity, almoft
at the fame time, to fuch different places,
It is poffible, to be fute, that the wind might
chiange immediately from one point to ano-
_ ther, but I doubt it.

Naples, 4 o’clock afternoon,
Wednefday, March 11, 1761,

MY little chaife has carried me a great
way this morning, to behold a fight full of
“horror. I have been to fee the new lava.
It has run down from the bottom of the
mountain, where it broke out, almoft to
_ the fea, and has crofled the road from Por-
tici to the Torre dell’ Annunziata, about
four miles beyond the formerplace. Between
the lava and Portici there is another town,

Vor. 1L C called
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called Torre del Greco. About half a mile
before you come to this wonder of nature,
there 1s an inn. It is an ill wind that blows
no perfon any good. Many people have
been ruined by the lava.” The mafter of
thJc inn w.ill get money. To be fure, his
houfe was in a terrible bad fituation for cui-
tom before, but now it is the rendezvous of
all the curious, at leaft of their chaifes and
horfes. And fo it was of ‘mine this morn-
ing. Having left -my chaife, horfe, and
chaifeman at the inn,’I marched forwards
folus. It was a fine morning. My prof-
pe& on either fide was terminated by a
wall, which did not, however, obftruct the
fight of fome taller elms, round which, in
due feafon, vines were to creep, much lefs
that of Vefuvius, who reaced his blafted
head above the clouds. N. B. the top was
‘mifty. Before .me lay the lava, horrible to
behold ! T at laft came to it, mounted it,
and crofled it. Tho' 1 exfn‘efs this quickly
in words, I took more time in performing

the
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the déed in reality, for I believe the lava
is nearly half a milé acrofs. Its height I
fhould imagine to be thdt of a common
houfe; and its length; from the fides of the
mountain to the fea, four or five miles.
You may imagine from this, the quantity
of ground it has fpoilt, which was almoft
all fertile land, and vineyards.  Various
houfes too, were in its way, which it has
" occupied; flinging down fome; and fur-
“rounding others: Nor is the lava quite
cold yet; in fome places, notwithftanding
the many days it has been expofed to the
air.  In fome parts it ftill {mokes, and thofe
burning fpots are yellowith, or of a fulphue
rous colour. Perhaps the having more par- .
ticles of fulphur, may be the caufe of thofe
places retaining the heat longer. The reft
looked like the infernal foil, defcribed by
Milton, who had certainly feen mount Vefu.
vius, and from therice taken-many of his
ideas of hell.” It is quite a new vent, which
the mountain has broken itfelf out 'this

' Cz2 _ -time
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time, and where; I believe, no perfon ex:
pefted an ei‘upt‘ioﬁ. If the lava had come
in the fame dire&tion, but had iflued as ufual
from the top of the mountain, I do not
believe it would -have dome a third part of
the damage: This morning then have I feen
the effells of this prodigy of natures I could
.not help falling into a contemplative mood
while I was ftanding in the middle of the
lava and looking round. They have mide
now a fort of foad over it; where chaifes and
horfes may with difficulty pafs. And then,
. as the lava is high, there is a great afeent
te mount up to it, and an equal defcent in
confequence to come from it. There are
the tkeletons of two houfes, the walls - of’
which the lava was not able to throw down,
and which ftand in the middle of it, and
make a pitiable appearance. A great ftench
- of fulphur is fmelt all round it. The chaife-
men and horfemen as they paffed were crofi-
ing themfelves, and crying out, Jefu Maria !
as faft as they could. |

' I - Having
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Having fatisfied my curiofity, I returned
" to Tre Cafe, the place where I had left my
chaife, which I got inte, and repaffing by
La Torre del Greco and Particj, returned to
- Naples,

Tomosraw I, for the firft time, begin tq
fee regularly what there is curious about
this plas:é. An antiquarian is to attend me,
This is a wight, who by force of being
pimp, or antiquarian, (for he ferves in
tbqth‘ capacitics,) to foreigners, gets hime
felf a livelihood, Anagni gave him birth,
Rome claims the honor of his educatiop,
and Naples enjoys the happinefs of his pre-
{fence. He may be five feet high, rather
thick than thin, or, as we fhould gall it junt
made, with a nofe which comes out horjzons
tally, formed very conveniently for a pair
of fpefacles to ride aftride upon, and which
indeed he generally wears. This is the
ﬁguré which is to go out with me tomorrow
for the firfk time,

C 3 Saturday,
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Saturday, March 14, Naples,
6 o’clock in the afternoon.

I N company with my antiquarian I fet
forth this morning, as I intenlicd, to hunt
‘curiofities, and arrived at the famous Grotta of
Pofilipo, which is:a road cut by the ancient
‘Romans through a mountain, Whether
begun with other views, or on purpofe to
make a road, I know not, but it is certainly
a moft ﬁupendoﬁs work. My hi}'ed explainer
faid, it was where fome quarries of ftone of
the ancient Romans were dug, and that in
extralting the ftone, having penetrated a
great way into the rock, the thought of
cutting it quite through entered into their
heads. They ftill get ftone from it. Its
length is feventy paces, a hundred of which
make an Italian mile. At the coming in
and going out, the two apertures are made
as_large as poffible to let in the more light.
And they have bored two holes through the
top in the middle for the fame reafon. But

notwith-
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notwithftanding, it is fill very dark and
difmal. Upoh my word, if the day is cloudy,
you hardly fee your way through it. How-
ever, there are torches to be fold at beth the
entrances. There is befides a general rule for
goers and comers to keep to the right hand,
or, in their terms, the one alla marina, and thz
other alla montagna, which, you know, oniy
means towards the mountain, or towards the
fea-thore. I think the paffing through the
bowels of this mountain, however, is very ‘
difagreeable. There is a dampnefs, which
muft be very unwholefome, and a certain
{mell like a vault, which js very difpleafing.
I do not know whether this fcent arifes from
being fo diftant from the furface of the earth,
and, confequently, deprived of the fun’s
power, or whether it proceeds from the
duft which the coach raifes, and which has
that damp earthy ftink, tho’ moft probably
from both. I at length began to emerge
from this fubterraneous paflfage, and once
more to behold the light of the day, which
' Cs4 ' was
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was as fine in the beginning as nature ever
beheld, and fet off the pretty country ‘there
is the nearer you come to Pozauoli.

Egh & un pegzo del ciel caduto in trea

fays a Neapolitan poet.*  However, we
ftopped in our 'way§ nay, even went a little
way out of it to fec the Grotta del Cane,. '
where there is a famous - peftiferous vapor,
fatal to the life of any animal. The place
in which it is fituated is delightful, It lies
‘near a fine lake called the lake of Agnano,
furrounded 'with gently rifing hills. The
~ fpring too now béginﬁipg, and the leaves
budding, makes every thing look with a morg
pl;aﬁng afpe&. I am afraid yours is not
quite {o far advanced in England, As for
® This is Sannazaro, I think, tho’ I do not kpow
whether he does not allude to the country farther on
‘more towapds Baia. The verfe gives a very droll idea,
and only means, ¢ that it is a piec¢ of heaven tumbled

¢ down upon the earth.”
the
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the Grotta del Cane, I imagine you think it
a much greates place thanitis. It is not
above feven or eight feet high, and two oz
three in breadth and depth.' A hole, you
may fay, cut out in the fide of one of the
hills. There is a door at the entrance of it,
that you may fee nothing without the affift-
ance of a man, who keeps the key, and
thews it. He lives at a village not far off,
We had ftopped at his houfe in paffing. He
had faid he would come with a dog to thew
us the experiment of the peftiferous vapor,
But he did not appear. Tired out of all
patience, - we returned to the chariot which
we had left abput half a mile off at the der
“fcent into the valley. We were juft got up
to it when the man appeared with his dog.
A council of war was cailed whether it was
worth while to go back again. It was at
laft determined in the affirmative. As the
dog was ufed to thefe experiments, the poor
creature did not at all agree to the coming
down in our company. The man was

forced
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forced to carry him. The grotta was opened,
His nofe was held down below the vapor,
and the wretched animal began gafping, and
in about half a minute’s time lay, to all
appearance, 3s expiring. I told the man I
was contented with the experiment, and the
dog being flung upon the grafs, in four or
five minutes recovered. ‘That is, after many
contortions of his body, and grinnings,
and fhewing his teeth. The experimént
equally holds good tried upon any other
animal, as frogs, vipers, or any thing elfe,
We got fome frogs, which expired almoft
immediately. A piftol does not take fire
when fhapped-in the vapor, a torch immer
diately goes out when held down into it ; in
thort, there are all the effe@s of bad air,
But you muft remark, that this vapor does
not raife itfelf above a foot or two from the
furface of the ground, fo that a man may
enter into the cave, for fuch it is, without
any danger. It is fufficient he does not hold
his nofe down to where the vapor- arifes, .

the




ITALY, GERMANY, &c 43

the extent of which you fee plainly by the
greennefs upon the walls. It is furprifing
'_to me, that being quite undivided from the
good air, efpecially when the door is open,

it does not evaporate,

LET-
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LETTER V

Monday, 3 o’clock in the afternoan,
March 16, 1761, Naples.

I Wa,s to have gone this mqruin_g‘ with my
antiquarian to Baia, and fo have proceeded
with him to the ifland of Progida, and from
thence to that of Iﬁ:hia; but the weather
turned out fo bad, that it was impoffible,
and fo we will finith our laft joul;ney,f which
we can do by our ﬁrc-,-,ﬁdes! without being
expofed to the inclemencies of the tky. |

From the Grotta del Cane we went to fee
certain f{weating rooms near that place,
which, by natural heat, are Waxjmer‘thaxll
ever any hot-houfe was, and where fick
people come to fweat off their difqrdcré, and
Particularly thofe troubled with the diftems
per which takes its name from the kingdom

of

'
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of France, but which, I believe, is equally
the growth of every foil: Its effe®s, how- .
ever, are rather different, and more pernicious
in hot than cold countries. But at the fame
time, that its poifon is ftronger, it conceals
the venom under a more placid afpe&®; and
preys in fecret upon the objet it has once
taken pofleflion of. The French call it the
Neapolitan diftemper, but names, you know,
can not alter the eflence of the difeafe, nor
prove certainly from whence it derived its
origin.  Perfons afflited with this felfs
brought evil, or with othets flowing from
more involuntary fources, vifit thefe ftoves
of St. Januarius, as they call them, in the
fummer-time, and reckon the perfpiration
raifed by this natural heat conducive to the
reftoration of their health, The remedy
'may be efficacious, but it feems to me a
difagreeable antidote to go in the hotteft
months in this climate into a place as hot as
you can well refpire in, and there remain
for an hour or two diflolving into a ftream.

Even
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Even in the month of March; I confefs I
found the houfe too hot to hold me. There
is one good thing here, and which, I believe;
is entirely neceflary. This is, that the heat
is in different degrees in differerit rooms, that.
you may gradually diminifh it. - For I think
to come out of thé hotteft all at once into
the eold air would be almoft death to any
perfon. We took this method; and; after
having ftayed a minute or two in the hotteft,
remained an equal time in that of the next
deg‘ree‘of heat, and fo on to the laft; after
which we fallied out into the open air, walked
to our coach, and continued our joiirney to
Pozzuoli. The further we advaneed; the
more beautiful the country grew, till out
coming to the fea-fhore of the bay of Baia
compleated the profpe&t, and rendered it a
paradife. In diftant view lay the ifland of
Caprea, and over the promontory of Mifenum
fome.of the mountains of Ifchia reared their
heads. This, together with the fertility of
the country, with now every thing budding ;

' the
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the murmur of the waves of the fea chafing
each other gently to the fhore; the inter-
{pertion of hill and dale; the diftant view
of Baia on the other fide of the bay; the
nearer profpe&t of Pozzuoli, which we were
now approaching ; all thefe things put toge-
ther formed that pleafing fenfation which
is eafier felt than defcribed. But we were
now got fo near the town of Pozzuoli, that
the people began to run about us, and pefter
us to employ them. Some wanted us to
take their boat to Baia; others to take their
one-horfe chair to the Solfatara; others were
thruﬁipg medals into the aniiquarian’s hand,
and defiring him to give his opinion of them.
As for Baia, we intended to put it off till
another day, fo that our thoughts were
turned entirely to the Solfatara. Being en-
tered the gate of Pozzuoli, we difmounted
from. our coach, and wanted to agree with
one of the. men for their one-horfed chairs,
but they afked fuch a price, that. we would
not clofe with any of them, The inhabi-

" tants
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" tants of the town of Pozzuoli dre juft ds
bad in an inverfe proportion as the country
about them is beautiful: They are fome of
the moft ugly people in their looks, the
moft cheating in their behaviour, and the

‘moft noify iii their language; of any; 1 believe,
‘upon the face of the earth. They are

teported, likewife; in their fufy to be able

to dart a kxife with fuch precifion as to

wound at a diftance any particuldr part of

the body they airn at. But I had nothing

to do with them: My companion was to

manage all. The country people brought

~ him, I believe, a hundred medals to look at,

This was our diverfion, while we ftood in

the middle of the great {quare of the town,

with half of its inhabitants, I believe, round

about us. Hein the mean time with gravity

received the medals one after another, and

looking at them through a glafs with an air

of authority gave his opinion. He generally

ufed to tell the country people they were

not worth any thing, tho’ fometimes he gave

the
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the value of 'a halfpenny or penny a piece
for them. ‘Thefe, perhaps, he may fell .
afterwards to foolith foreigners for their
weight in gold. - I was diverted to fee the
ruftics hanging upon him in fufpenfe and
anxiety for his determination upon their
medals, and when he faid, ¢¢ no, tw’ont
¢ do,” with what a melancholy face they
walked off ! ‘They find thefe medals in
plowing the fields about Pozzuoli, and rum-
maging among the ruins, of which there
are as great a quantity here as in any f{pot in
Italy.- The Romans muft have liked -this
fituation exceflively, and, indeed, they were
in the right of it, for it is a moft delightful
- {pot, tho’ the air is faid now to be bad in
fummer time. As we could not agree with
any perfon to carry us to the Solfatara for a
reafonable price, we refolved to ‘go there on
foot. I ordered the walet de place 1 had
brought.with me to buy us fome fith for our
dinner, and we then fet forward; but we

had not gone many fteps before one of the
Vou. II1, . D chaife-
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chaifemen called us back, and came down
. pretty near to our pﬁce. We agreed with
him, the chaife was got ready in a few
minutes, and all thoughts of going on foot
laid afide. The chaifeman frode behind
as ufual with the whip. We were hardly
got out of Pozzuoli than we met an Englith
gex{tlelnan, juft come from Aix la Chapelle
hither on horfeback. The Solfatara is not
above a mile and a half from the town, but as
the road was bad, we were a good while in
going it. ‘The country pretty, as every
where about Pozzuoli, till we come to the
Solfatara, which is fiteated in a valley fur-
rounded with hils, in the fame manner as
the Grotta del Cane, only there is no lake
in the middle, and no fertility, On the
contrary, through a great part of the valley
not a blade of grafs gi'ows. The Solfatara
itfelf confifts in two or three columns of
fmoke, which iffue with fury and noife out,
- of fome holes in the earth. The vapor that
comes out of the gréund is very thick. By .

3 putting
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putting ftones over the' apertures, from -
whence it proceeds, they have got a way of
catching fome part of the ftream, which
adhetes to the ftones, and in part is- con-
gealed, or, more properly, coagulated under
them, and becomes allum and I do ﬁot know
what all, ‘They get a great many othet
tliings of the fame nature out of this valley,
and in particular fulphur in great abundance,
for it is mixed with the earth almoft all
about, by putting a quantity of which into
a cauldron, they by force of fire melt the
fulphur, and then ftrain it off from the
caput mortwum. The ground all about here
is hollow, at leaft, if we may judge from
its found. People can not dig to fee, for the
lower you defcend, the hotter it grows, tilt
the men are no longer able to work. ‘They
fay fthére. is a communication between the -
Solfatara and Vefuvius, and I believe it very
pofiible, notwithﬁandi'n’g they are ten or
twelve miles diftant from each other. If
what they report be true, it feems to be a
D2 proof

-
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proof of it, which is, that when Vefuvius
rages, the fury of the Solfatara decreafes in
great meafure, and on the contrary. A
Florentine has hired the land of the pro-
~ prietors, (I think it belongs to fome convent
or other,) and makes what advantages he
can of the produ&ions of it. After having
left this horrid view, confifting only in the
barren valley and fteams of {moke, the
country in returning to Pozzuoli made
amends. We went a different way fr?‘m that
we came, in order to go through the ancient
town of Pozzuoli, or Puteoli, as the Romans
called it ; of which there are only ivy-grown
remains difcernable. But bj the 'greét vef-
tiges of buildings, it muft have been a very
confiderable place formerly. There are. the
ruins of ,a‘ vaft edifice, which my antiquarian
told me was the temple of Neptune. How
he _knowé it I can not tell, except he judges
from the fine view it has of the fea, that
M m‘uf’( have been dedicated to the god of
the ocean. He fhewed me a place under
' ground,
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ground, which he denominated a burying
place. It had a number of a kind of pigeou
holes, where, he fays, the athes were put-
in their urns. It may be. The ceiling of
the vault was ftuccoed in figures. I was
glad to get out of it, for our torches made
fuch -a {moke and ftink, that I could hardly'
bear it,  Upon our return ta Pozzuoli we
{at ourfelves down to dinner, which had
been. preéared by the walet de place in our
abfence.  You know thefe valet de places are -
fervants a foreigner is obliged to take in

every great town to get him what he wants,
~and condu@ him where he choofes to go.
They- are of -little ufe except to an entire
ftranger, but it is a fort of tax upon travel-
lers. Our dinner confifted in fome. cold
meat we had brought along with us, and a
fith bought at Pozzuoli by the fervitor de ]
piazza, or valet de place. 1 muft ufe either
the French or Italian name, as we have no
Englith appellation for them. The wine
was not bad, tho' not worihy of the praifes.

| D3 Horace: -
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Horace has given to the Falernian grape,
notwithftanding we were not very diftant
from the fpot faid to have produced that
much celebrated liquor. A confufed multi-
‘tude of failors came and made a noife in our
room all dinner time. They wanted me
to agree to go ta Ifchia with them, as they
knew I had intentions of making that ifland
a vifit fomeotherday. Qthers brought medals
and things of that nature for my virtuofo’s
_opinion. He treated all the country people
in his ufual way. Upon my word, it is the
drolleft thing in the world to fee howlthey
would leng_then,' their cquntenances upon his |
telling them that what they thought a very
fine medal was not worth a halfpenny,
After dinner we went to fee another tems
ple, which I think he called the temple
of Jupiter Ammon, or Jupiter fomething or
other, which has been difcovered but four
or five years, It was before covered with
earth, and lay undiftinguithed. Whether
It s true vo.r no I can not fay, but my learned
| companion
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companion declared he was the caufe of its
difcovery. ‘There were three columns that
reared their heads about half way above
~ ground. He propofed digging to the bafe
of them. They found a large marble pave-
ment entire. All other things, I fuppofe,
were broken and deftroyed by the fall of the
roof. You fee, however, half walls ftand=
iﬁg, that form a number of little rooms
round about the temple, which he affured
me were for the people to wath themfelves .
in before they entered it. In fad, there are
iron pipes and channels cut in the .ﬁone, that
look as if they once condufted water; but
whether for the ablﬁtjonary purpofe he fays,
is, I believe, very uncertain, There was
much more marble than what is to be feen '
at‘ prefelit, but the king took away whatever
lay loofe, not touching any thing that was
- fixed, which he faid he would leave to the cu-
riop;. By the king, I'mean Don Carlos, who
is now king of Spain, not the prefent king of
Naples, who is only a boy, and I believe

J D4 hag
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bas faid nothing yet at all about antiquities,
Such was the temple of Jupiter which I
then faw, but meafured nothing, as the
guard there told me it was not allowed for
any perfon to do it, and which, indeed, I
never intended. After having infpetted the
whole, we returned to the houfe where we
dined, from which this temple ftaod but at a
littlediftance. It was lucky it was not farther,
for the uncertain:month of March had begun,
the day with a fine morning, and wanted
to conclude it with rain. Indeed, it now
" began to I;our very hard, but it was not of
fo much fignification to us, as we had only
to get ‘into our coach and drive away t;;)

'Naple,s,

L ET-
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Nazples, half paft nine marning,
Saturday, March 21, 31761.

O N Tuefday laft, I went to fee Hercula-
neum, and the palace at Portici, with my
Cicerme. On Wednefday we went to Baia,
abandoning our fcheme to I{chia. On Thurf
day I was upon the top of mount Vefuvius,
and was yefterday employed in feeing holy
week ceremonies. I do not much love thefe
religious fun&ions, but I could not refufe
attending fome company, who prefled me.
They would make me dine with them too.
Accordingly, about one o’clock I trotted to
the conful’s on foot, for there are no coaches
permitted to go about from twelve o’clock
at noon on Wednefday, till twelve o’clock
at nopn to-day. The reafon of thisis, its
being the holy week, and in memory and

’ ’ penance
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penance for our Saviour’s crucifixion, there
is ‘a general requiem given to all horfes.
Not fo to the meén. For the ladies are
carried, for humility’s fake, about town in
very fine chairs, lpaded with ornaments,
nnder the weight of which, two bedizened
chairman groan. For humility’s fuke thefe
fair penitents are drefled put as {mart as the
holy ' week’s mourning will permit them,
with two pages on each fide of their chair,
every feam in whofe coats is covered with
broad gold, or filver lace, Befides thefe
| two diftinguifhed gentlemen, a troop of fer-
vants bring up the rear. Thus went the
Neapolitan ladies, rendering all due humility
and veneration to the feafon, Many of thefe
glittering trains we met, when we fallied
out after dinner on foot, The fight we
were going to fee was the king, furrounded
by all his nobles, marching in proceffion,
. to vifit two or three churches, and worthip
the fepulchres in them. When I fay fepul-
chres, you may imagine I was going to fee
' ' ' fomething
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fomething like the tombs in Weftminftes
abbey. No, holy week fepulchres, in Roman
catholic countries, mean our Saviour buried,
or, as I ought rather to {ay, extended upon
the bier, with the Virgin Mary weeping .
over him, This is reprefented more or lefs
finely, according to the churches. This ig
what his majefty was going to fee, in three
or four different reprefentations. And this,
~was the fight we were alfo walking forth ta
be {peQators of. The day was fine, - The
fea was calm, Father Vefuvius flept. By
this you may judge, our road lay near the
fea, It did fo. The whole bay of Naples
ftood expofed to our view, But at laft, we
came to the royal palace, which intercepted
the profpeét of the water. It has a beau.
tiful fituation, but expofed to be cannon-
aded by the thips of an enemy, Laft way
fome veflels of ours appeared off Naples,
fent by admiral Matthews, under commo=
dore Martin, and threatened, not only to
lay-the palace, but the town in athes, The

| officer
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officer who came on fhore is zeparted to have
taken out his watch and laid it upon the
table before the king, telling his majefty,
he could give him only half an hour ta
determine, whether he wouyld recall his
troops from the Spanith army, and, upon
- the king’s complaining of the fhortnefs of the
time, he only dryly replied, that five minutes
were already expired. The town was fo
incapable of defence, that it was thought
proper to comply, and the Neapolitan troops
were, by capitulation, drawn off from thofe
of Spain, which was an advantage to the
queen of Hungary, if it had been well
. executed. The Neapolitans were afraid we
fhould have landed, but one father Pepe,
8 frier, had fo frightened them with the
idea of letting heretics fet foot in their
" country, that I believe they would all have
taken up arms againft us, if we had at.
tempted it, notwithftanding there were a
great many in Naples that certainly fa-
vored the queen of Hungary’s party.. Con-

: tinuing
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tinuing our walk, we at laft got to the bal-
cony where we were to fee the proceflion
- pafs. Tho’ we had hurried out immediately
after dinner, we (as it happens in all fuch
cafes) ftaid about an hour before the king
appeared. All the officers came firft, in
their different uniforms, and divided accord-
ing to their different regiments. After them
came the pages, then the place-men of the
court, and the little king, furrounded by the
principal of them. And laft of all foldiers
in quantity. ‘This was all that was to be
feen. We then adjourned to the church of
the Pieta to hear the miferere, and fee one
of the fepulchres. We got up pretty near
the altar, where we-: remained till the mufic
was over, which lafted a long time. As for
the fepulchre there was nothing extraor-

dinary in it, but the mufic was divine.

-t

RS

Naples,
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Niples; three o'clock afternooit,
Sunday, March 22, 1761.

O N Tuefday the feventeenth.of March,
as 1 have already told you, I and my anti+
quarian fet out with an intention of going
to Portici, which we did. We there faw-
‘the miferable remains of Herculaneum. Our
journey, indeed, began rather inaufpicioufly,
for we had hardly paffed a handfome bridge,
called the Magdalen bridge, in our ‘way to
Portici, than our coach broke down. We
told the coachman to mend it with ropes,
or fome how or other as well as he could,
and walked on. We had two or three
‘miles ‘to Portici. However, walking on
gently, we got to the entrance of the town,
or rather village, that goes under that name.
There is a long infcription fet up here, with
regard to mount -Vefuvius, which now lay
full in our view. As I had got a pencil,
and ‘we chofe to wait for the coach, not'to

appeat
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appear at the king’s “palace without a car-
riage, I leant upon the bulk of a baker’s
thop, .and tranfcribed it. It is as follows.

* Pofteri! Pofteri!
Veftra res agitur.,
Dies faciem prsefert diei nudius perendino.
Advertite !
Vicies ab fatu Solis nifi fabulatur Hiftoria
Arfit Vefevus,
Immani femper clade hefitantium,
Ne pofthac incertos occupet moneo,
Uterum gerit mons hic
Bltumine, alumine, ferro, fulphure, auro, argento,
Nitro, aquarum fontibus, gravem.
Serius ocyus ignefcet, pelagoque influcnte pariet,
Sed ante pérturit
Concutitur, concutitque folum,
ankat, corufcat, flammigerat,
Quatit aerem,
Horrendum immugit, boat, tonat, arcet finibus acco'lal.
Emica dum licet,
Jam Jam enititur, erumpit, mixtum igne lacum evomit,
Precipiti

* Pofterity | Pofterity !
Of your concerns I treat.
From
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Prédpiti ruit ille lapfu,. feramque fogam pravertit,
Si corripit, aGtum eft, periifti.
Ann. Sal. MDCXXXI. XVI Kal. Jan.
Philippo IV Rege,
Emanuele Fonfeca et Zunica comite Montis regii
' Pro-Rege; '
‘Repetita fuperiorum Yemporum calamitate fubfidiifque calamitatis
Humanius quo munificentius.
Formidatus fervavit, fpretus oppreflit, incautos et avidos,
Quibus Lar et Supellex vita potior
Tum tu fi fapis audi clamantem lapidem,
*  Sperne Larem, fperne farniculas; mord milla fuge.
" Antonio Suares Meffia Marchione Vici
Prafecto viarum,

Before I had finithed copying the infcrip.
tion the coach came up with us, mended as

well

From length of time inftruction is derived,
Beware! ;
Full twenty times fince the creation of the fun, if hiftory
be true, hath Vefuvius burned,

Overwhelming the tardy with deftru&ion.

That no perfon may hereafter undergo its dire effe@ls,
This marble tells them,
That the mountain which you behold,

Bears
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well as the fhort time permitted. We got

into it, and drove to the king’s palace,

which

Bears within its womb, quantitics of
Pitch, alum, iron, fulphur, gold, filver,
Nitre and fprings of water.-

Sooner or later will it kindle, and, influenced by the fea,
produce to light
Its entrails.
But, before the monftrous binb,
It fhakes the carth, and is itfelf fhaken;
It fmokes, fparkles, flames,
Impels the air, -
With horrid roar; bellows, thunders,
And from its confines drives the labourer.
" Do thou fly fwift,
While fortune gives thee opportunity.

Bec! fee ! it labours, it burfts, it emits a lake of fire,
which with headlong fall ruthing, preoccupies the flow.
If it feizes thee, thou art loft.

In the year of our fafety 1631,

Philip IV, being king.

Emanuel Fonfeca and Zunica, count of
“Monte Reil, Viceroy,’

Who, upon the renewal of the calamities of former
tirﬁes, has renewed the

Vor, IIL E Aﬂiﬁance
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which, as I think I have already faid, ftands
‘nearly over the fpot of the ancient Hercu-
laneum, or of the ancient ruins which go
under that name. We waited a long time
before we could meet with the man who
keeps the key of the palace, to fhew it us,
There is nothing, however, very particular,
tho’ all very fine and pleafing. The ftair-
cafe préfty, and the rooms gay. One full
of picures, another full of Englith furni-
ture, another of china, and fo‘ on. The

" china cabinet, for fo they call the room,

Affiftance given in them
With equal humanity and generofity.

The fearful hath this mountain fpared, but it oppreflcth
its contemners, particularly thofe uncautious
mifers, who prefer their houfes and

‘ effes to life.
Thou therefore, if wife, hear this marble, which cries out
to thee. Leave thine houfchold gods, leave
thy wealth, and fly with hafty ftep.
Antonio Suares Mefliah Marquis del Vico,
Surveyor of the ways. |

furnifhed

/
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furnifhed with that manufa&ure, is a veryjem-
© crack thing indeed. ‘The ornaments were made
at a fabric 6f china which the king of Spain
had fet up at Naples, but which he has now
removed to Madrid. ‘Tho” tiley did not
work bad, yet they never equalled Drefden
china, or fome other European fabrics. The
king’s palace at Portici has a pretty view.
It looks over a garden into the fea. What
you will think odd is, that the high road
paffes through the middle of the great court
of it, but that is to be altered when the
palace is finithed, and a road cut between
the gardens and the fea. From the palace;
we went to fee Herculaneum, which is not
above a hundred fteps off. We could not
go the common way of defcending under
ground, as a peftiferous exhalation had taken
pofleflion of the paffage. Thefe poifonous
vapours are the confequence .of eruptions
from mount Vefuvius. Ithink they fay they
are owing to effluvia proceeding ftom the
lava which the mountain emits. The effe&s

E2 \ generally
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generally extend themfelves to feveral parts
of the adjacent country. There is a cellar
or two in Portici, where the people cannot
go in now, upon account of it. Its noxious
properties rarely break out but in low and
inclofed places, where there is not a free
ventilation of the air. My fervitore de piaz-
za went to {mell a little at it, at the en-
trance into Herculaneum, but he foon re-
“treated. I think he complained of a ful-
" phureous fuffocatirig {mell. I did not care
to go and try the experiment, for fear of its
making my head ache. We found a bird
dead there. The poor little animal, not
conftious of the infetion, had perched itfelf
upon fome of “the lower branches of the
thrubs near the entrapce, and not having
fenfe enough to retire quickly, fell a martyr
to the mofeta, for that is the name the peo-
ple of the country give to this corrupted
-air.  The vapour remains - fometimes five or
fix. months in the places wher,e.it has chofen
to eftablith its quarters, for tho’ it comes

pretty
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pretty much of a fudden, its retreat is by
little and little. Probably, by fomething
of this kind was Pliﬁy’s uncle killed, for
it feems improbable his afthma fhould have
had fo immediate an effe, as to caufe him
to drop down dead, while he was walking
along. The common paflage down to Her-
culaneum being thus occupied, with all that
part of the fubterraneous town near it, we
were obliged to enter by another way, where
the theatre is, and which, upon account of
the mofeta, was the :only—thing we could
. fee. However, as this building is pretty .
nearly entire, it was more than fufficient to
fhew, that it had been once the {cene of
diverfion and entertainment, now the feat'
of darknefs and defolation, ‘The lava is
-above thirty feet high over it; If we had
not this proof, it would have been folly to
have imagined the mountain  could have
thrown out fo much matter. The people
undoubtedly had time to fave themfelves, as
I think but one fkeleton has been found in

| E 3 all

e .
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all their excavations. They not only faved
their own perfons, but carried away their
moft valuable effefts, as only ftatues and
heavy things are left, that.could have been
worth much to the owners. After we had
been all about the theatre by the light of
torches, notwithftanding there is a little day
let into the middle of it, by a hole cut up to
the furface of the lava, we returned to enjoy
- once more the rays of the fun, which
thone with full beams upon us all the way
back to Naples, as it was a very fine day;
On Thurfday we went to Baia. As far as
Pozzuoli, was the fame road we had been
before. We here took a boat with fix oars,
to crofs over the famous bay of Baia. Ima-
gine me now upon the fea, which was in a
perfe&t calm, with a delightful country all-
round, and what heightened the romantic-
nefs of the {cene, was to hear the man who
fteered fing, with a manly voice, fome ruftic,
but expreffive words, relative to the perfi-
dioufnefs of that element, which was {mil-

ing
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ing indeed now, but might foon be deform-
ed with ftorms. -

Being arrived to the thore of Baia, we left
our provifions and fome fith we had brdught,
to. be drefled and taken care of at a little inn,
and walked up the country te.fee what was
" to be feen. We faw Nero’s prifons, as they

are called, tho' I believe it very uncertain -

whether that cruel emperor built them;
however they feem very worthy of the con-
trivance of a tyrant. You defcend to-them
with a number of- lighted torches, for they
are entirely under ground. They confift in a
number of cells, divided from each other by
walls of great thicknefs. I confefs the fight

of thefe fubterranequs dungeons, whatever

was their ufe, made me enter into myfelf,

and, as I imagined they really were pri-
fons, 1 could not help refle&ting, how many
wretches might have paffed filent years there
without having once feen the fun, or might
have been cruelly murdered withou; hearers

Es - of
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of their groans. Tho’ I remained but a
little time in thefe blind caverns, I really
felt myfelf happy. when 1 emerged intg
opén air, and beheld the beautiful {cenes
which flourithed all around. We then went
to what they call the Pifcina mirabilis,
which is a fet of arches, where there pro-

bably was water, but to what end, my anti-’

quarian did not make clear to me. But why
thould I defcribe to you all the ivy-coirered
ruins, with which this country abounds.
Temples and palaces have fallen a facrifice
to the devouring hand of time. ¢ Yes,
€ they fall (fays Ariofto,) the mightiet
cities, the moft afpiring kingdoms fall.

-

c¢

¢ Behold ! weeds and defert fand now op-

' prefs the once illuftrious Thebes and
€6 Caxthage gn

Cadono le citt, cadono i regni

Cobrc Tebe e Cartago ¢rba ed arena,

But
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But the melancholy arifen from feeing
thefe miferable veftiges of Roman manifi-
cence, was diffipated by the charms of the
country,. with the promontory of Mifenum . |
extended’' beyond it. It ftill preferves its
ancient name, (Mifeno) and Virgil’s pro-
phecy was true, when fpeaking of Eneas .
burying his Pilqt Mifenus there, he fays

Imponit fuaque arma viro, remumque tubamque
Monte fub aerio, qui nunc Mifenus ab illo
Dicitur, zternumque tenet per {zcula nomen,

After we had feen every thing we returned
to the iim, where dinner. was ready for us,
We had our table fet upon the margin of
the fea, and eat to the mufic of the refound-
ing waves. Dinner over we reimbarked,
and rowed about a mile, to fome naturally
hot ftoves, of which there are a great num-
ber in this country. It feems furprifing, as
you go in, to find you breathe cooler air
the more you ftoop your head, but the won-
der ceafes when' you knové, that at the end

| of
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of thefe fubterraneous vaults there is a
boiling hot 'fountain, the vapor of which
naturally afcends, as high as the cavern’s
roof will perrhit it. The fand here under
the fea is hot, and if you take it up in your
hands burns them. The water however,
that lies above it, preferves its natural cool-
" nefs. Indeed the whole country about Na-
3 ples, for fulphur and fire, is the moft curi-
ous I ever faw. From hence we went By
land to a place called the Cumean Sibyl’s
Grotta. 1 do not know by what authority
this name 1s given to it. ‘There are a great
many of thefe fubterraneous paffages in
Italy. I can not think what could be the
reafon of the Romans bhaving made fo many
of them. This Cumean Sibyl’s cave, is
fituated upon what they call the lake of
Averno, with as much foundation, I believe,
as the former. On the other fide, there are
‘the ruins of a fabric which antiquarians
have likewife taken the liberty to intitle,
the temple of Apollo. The Romans fay,

: : - - the

|
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. the lake of Averno was peftiferous, and Vir»
gil tells us, that the birds in flying over it
fell down dead, but what I then beheld
was quite the contrary. Pure gales breathe
around it, and all nature {miles. To recon.
. cile this difference, my companion affured
me, that the lake had purified itfelf by
time. It may be fo. From hence we -
went to another famous piece of water,
called the Lucrine lake. But this, inftead
of receiving advantage from length of time,
has loft above half its extent. A mountain,
faid to have rifen fuddenly out of the earth,
during the fpace of one night, has almoft
. covered it. ‘This latter phamomenon, I
believe, may be fpoken of with more cer-
tainty than the water covered by the moun-
tain being part of the Lucrine lake. Firft
of all, this fudden rife of hills, (for it is a
hill, not a mountain,) in the fulphureous
ground’ about Naples, is not without exam-
ple. Vefuvius has done the fame lately,
and puthed up divers little hills, - out -of
: which
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which he lately vented that prodigious quan-
tity of lava, There was an aperture at the
top of each, out of which the lava iflued.
There were five or fix of thefe hills at
firft, but two or three of them are fallen
in, the reft, in all probability, will remain
to eternity. Why may not our prefent
hill then, have been raifed fomehow or
other in the fame manner ? They fay it
is compofed of a fort of pumice ftones,
| and fulphureous matter. Befides, as it is
an affair -that happened much later than

the lateft account we have of the Lucrene
- lake, it ought to be more certain. The
cheating, never-to-be-contented ~ country-
- fellows, that -accompanied us to thew thefe
things, wanted us to buy fome fith at a
treble price, for their coming out of the
remainder of this water. As I never had
the fury of antiquity upon me, you may
think they did not appear a bit more valu-
able to my eyes, than if they had fwum
in any other fiream, and I confequently
+ declined
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declined the purchafe. This did not quite
pleafe the venders, which gave me no great
concern, After having difpatched as well
as we could thefe grumbling fellows, and
re-entered our bark, we coafted agreeably
enough all the way back to Pozzuoli, which
was two or three miles. We here got into
our chariot, and rolled in a pleafant even-
ing back to Naples.

LET-
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LETTETR VI

Tuefday, 10 o’clock in the morning,
March 24, 1761, Naples.

I Go to Capua to night, where I fhalt
ftay two or three days. To give you now
my journey to the top of Vefuvius. We

only ftopt at Portici a moment or two to
: buy fome bread, as it is reckoned to be very
good. ‘This we joined to two fowls and a
tongue, which we had brought along with
us, and which were to ferve us after our
defcent from the mountain. Our chariot
then carried us to Refina, a village not much
above a mile from Portici, where wheels
can proceed no farther. In confequence,
each get upc}n a jack-afs, of which animals
the neighbouring inhabitants have always
plenty to accommodate Vefuvian travellers.
The whole village wanted to follow us, but

’ 1 , tickets
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“tickets diftributed by my antiquarian con-
fined the number, and left the reft {colding
behind. Notwithftanding the uneafinefs of
my feat upon a pack-faddle, I could not
avoid entering into the mirth of the com.
pany, which confifted in feven or eight
men, befides my antiquarian and fervitor di
piazza, ‘This latter is nick-named Papa-
riello, and is the moft like a monkey of any
human creature I ever yet beheld. I do not
fee how by any definition you could diftin-
guith him from that man-imitating animal,
which certainly anfwers to the bomo of the |
logicians, animal bipes implume, but a plucked
turkey would do the fame. Should you
attempt to particularize a monkey, calling
him an irrational creature, with his nofe
jutting in at the top, prominent cheek bones,
and the lower part of his face advancing
outwards beyond the upper, this all anfwers
to Papariello. His mother was certainly
frightened by a baboon when pregnant, and
ftamped the image which caufed her terror

upon
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up;m the embryo. If I was to meet Papda

~riello in the wilds of Afia or Africa, I thould

run away for fear. But as I knew I was
near Naples, and that the being which
followed me was only a domeflic fervitore
di piazza, Iletit grin and chatter behind
me with our auxiliary attendance. At
length we were obliged to quit our jack-

. afles, and truft to our own feet, as the

fteepnefs of the mountain permitted none

.but rational creatures to proceed any far«

ther. Before us not a blade of grafs grew.

_ Every thing was blafted and defolate. ~And
yét,' if we may believe Martial, the fides of

this mountain were formerly very fruitful.
But in the epigram in which he exprefles
this, he fays, their beauty was deftroyed by
an eruption which happened in his time, I
fuppofe that under Titus. Itis the 105th of
the fecond book, an'd the words are as follow.

Hic eft pampineis viridis Vefuvius umbris,
Preflerat hic madidos nobilis uva lacus,

© Hees -
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Hazc juga quam Nifce colles plus Bacchus amavit,
Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedere choros.

Hzc Veneris fedes, Lacedemone gratior illi,

Hic locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat.

Cun&a jacent ﬂammu, et trifti merfa favilla, '
Nec fuperi vellent hoe licuiffe fibi.

Martial’s epigram too proves the fubmers
fion or ruin of Herculaneum, at leaft, you
fee he fays, 'that_‘ once there was a famous
place here of that name,

Hic locus Hetculeo nomine clarus erat;

But the idea of Mount Vefuvius at prefent
is certainly very different from what Martial
would give us-of it in his fix firft lines,
Horror and defolation reign every where,
The foil nothing but lumps of lava and
athes. ‘The afthes make it very difficuls
to get up to the top, as youf feet flip back
and you gain very little ground. This was
the diverfion which I was going to enjoy
for an hour and a half. Papariello remained
at the:bettom chattering with one of the men

Vor. IL F ~ belonging
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belonging to-the beafts, he to take care of

. our provifions, and the man of his jack-affes.

In the mean time I was laboring at the
afcent. 1 had three men to affit me, two
of whom preceded with handkerchiefs about
their waifts, which I had hold of, and the
third puthed my fhoulders behind. I foon,
ilovire;'er, transferred my iergal affiftant to
the antiquarian,'who feemed to ftand in moft
need of him. After many ftoppings to take
breath, we at laft arrived at what they call
the white flone, about half a mile from the

fop of the ‘mountain, where we fat down -

to reft and warm ourfelves, as' the ground
was hot, and countesbalanced the mift and .
wind we-had afcended to. Meanwhile one
of our men was fent up to the mouth of
Vefuvius, to fee whether its horrid gape
Wwas vifible, for fometimes there is fo much
fmoke, you ‘can fet nothing. The mouth,
as I have already fold you, is about half a
fnile from this white ftone, or rather black
ftone ; for, if it was to be denominated from

o et b § its
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. its colour, it ought rather to have the latter
+ appellation. ‘T'wo or three years ago it was
thrown, they fay, out of the mouth of Ve-
fuvius. Surprifing, if trie, how weights. of
that fort can be tofled about in the air ! This
ftone 1s almoft as tall as a man, and roundifh.
It ought rather to be called a piece of a rock.
But our man being now arrived to the mouth
of Vefuvius, hallooed to us to come up, a
fign. of its dreary opening being vifible.
We fet out accordingly, affifted in the fame
manner as before, and at laft arrived at the
brink of the precipice. As I did not care
to follow the fate of Empedocles, I was a
a little cautious at firft in looking down, and
when I looked there was fo much fmoke,
I could not fee any thing at all, I thought
the countryman -we had fent before had
deceived us in making us come up. How-
ever, 1. found that by fixing your eyes for
fome time upon the gulf, the wind at certain
periods blew the {moke away juft enough
to have a peep. What I faw was horrid,
o . F 2 ) but

N .
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but it was not a bottomlefs :gulf, as’T had
imagined. I faw a great defcent of rugged
and torn rocks, but ftill I could behold
the bottom ‘of them. . My antiquarian ex~
plained this to me by telling me that the
mouth had been open, and the circumference
of the precipice twice as extenfive, till a late
eruption, which .had. made it fall in, and
jammed it up in the manner I then faw.
That this was the caufe, in the laft eruption,
of the mountain’s having burft an opening
at the bottom, as ‘not being able. to throw
, out its matter at the ufual mouth, and find-
ing the fides weaker and more eafy to force
than.the fummit, it had vented itfelf that
way. But in all probability it will in time
open itfelf a freth vent in.the old place.
However, you may imagine that the mouth
is not fo clofed as not to leave a paffage
fufficient for the fmoke to iffue from. Nay,
ftones and athes came out’ during the erup-
tion below. But then the cavities wind
-about fo among the ragged precipices of the

cratera
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cratera, that you can not look down them.
The cratera, orcup, is the term of art. em-
bracing the whole circumference and exten-
fion of the mouth of the mountain, The
brink of this abyfs may be now about a
mile in circumference, and formerly was
above two miles, till the mouth fell in,
Tho’ we had taken care to get to the wind-

ward, yet flill. from time to time the fmoke

troubled us. As it was impregnated with
fulphur and other .infernal particles, it was
not only difagreeable to the fmell, but, I
believe, even dangerous to ftay in long.
You know the fumes of a match almoft
fiflie you. ‘Think then how ftrong the
effects .of all this fulphur together ought to
be. However, the common men venture
alittle down the.beginnlillg of this precipice,
as a fellow did to get a lady’s hat, when fhe
went to the top of the mountain, and which
blew off while fhe was ftanding upon the
brink of the cratera, as I now was. I think
- the man hazarded his life for the fake of a

' F3 trifle
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trifle ‘the promifeti. Not that there was
any danger of his rolling down into thofe
cavities from whence the fmoke iffued, but
from the noxious effluvia of the fmoke it.
felf. When the mouth throws out fire,
-you may imagine no perfon can go even
where I was now ftanding; however, that
is only fome few months in the year, but it
almoft always emits {moke. After having
fatisfied our eyes fufficiently with this won.
der of nature, we fat out upon our return,
The men and I ran as hard as we could quite
down to the white ftone. Every flep I took
was almoft up to my knees in athes. The
old antiquarian was puffing half way behind.
I took the opportunity of this delay to pull
off my fhoes, and free them from the quan-
. tity of afhes that had ftuffed them in my
precipitate defcent, Upon our fecond ftart-
ing, I arrived alfo at the bottom much
fooner than my companion. I here in com-
pany with Papariello and our jack-afles
found a French friar, who was waiting our

return,
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return.  He calls himfelf the hermit of
Vefuvius, at the bottom of which he. has .3
little ce]l ‘where he lives. When he fees
any ftrangers geing up to the top of the
mountain, he prepares fome buifcuits, wine,
fruit, and other things, and meets them in
humble tone upon their return ta the hat«
.tom. But you muft not think this is al}
done out of charitable hofpitality, It ‘goes,
indeed, under that name, but the holy
father expeéts dauble the price to be putintq -
his alms-bax for a recompence. Thefe pro-
vifions being joined to our own, we fat down
upon the ground, and began ta regaleourfelves
after our fatigue. The place where we
were making our ruftic dinner was delight-
ful., As we were upon a rifing ground, tho’
at what is generally called the bottom of
the hill, all Naples lay difcovered to our
view. A calm fea beyond, interfperfed with
the iflands of Procida, Caprea, Nifida, and
I{chia, heightened the profpe. This added
to the pretty and variegated country delow

F 4 N us,
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us, full of houfes and villages, eompleated
the {cene. What ‘with this beautiful prof-
peé’t catmg our- provifions, and drinking
the friar's good wine, which he- called La-
cryme Chrifti, tho' I believe it was not
genuine, we all waxed very merry. The
friar ‘too, notwithftanding his long beard,
penitential habit, and the crucifixes tied to
his girdle of rope, was extremely facetious,
In fhort, we pafled an hour very agreeably,
till it was time to fet off and return to
Naples. In our way thither we flopped at
Portici to fee his majefty’s mufeum of the
curiofities dug out of the ruins of Hercula.
neum. I was forced to enter here alone,
as they have no good opinion of antiqua-
rians, tho’ every curiofity of portable weight
is under lock and key, and only feen through
wires. . There were all forts of utenfils,
carn, bread, books, thread, and I do not
know what all. However, as I am no an-
tiquarian myfelf I did not ftay fo lopg tp

feed
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feed my eyes with thefe footy * remains, as
another might have done.  In about ‘Thalf
an hours time I fufficiently fatisfied my
curiofity, and returned to Naples ; but before
I left the apartments I could pot avoid going
into a room, where a friar was attempting to
read fome of the books. It is a moft tirefome
oeccupation, as they are folded up in the old
Roman manner, and the vellum breaks to
pieces when you attempt to open them.
I do not think he will make much of it, tho'
he endeavours lightly to glue the fragments
upon a:piece of paper. What he was work-
ing at was Greek, and the letters were vifi-
ble, as they are fometimes upon a fheet of
writing that is burnt.. Before 1 conclude
this paper I will juft inform you that Her-
culaneum was difcovered accidentally by

the digging of a well. After having de-

¢ This colle&ian has fince been confiderably encreafed
by the difcovery of Pompeii, where, however, they ga
on digging but very ﬂley,

{cended
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{cended a confiderable depth they were very
much furprifed to find a column. of marble,
and upon going a little lower they found
other ruins, which was the reafon of the
king’s ordering his people to continue the
work. By thefe means was difcovered the
furprifing city of Herculaneum, for fuch
I can no longer doubt it to be from in=
fcriptions, but the memary of whafe de-
ftruction was almoft effaced. I fhall only
add a remark of the late queen of Naples,
now queen of Spain, who, upon defiring
her hufband not to build in that place,
told him, that as he was digging out
what belonged to others, fo others might
hereafter dig- out his prefent buildings,
if he continued his intention, which his
then Sicilian majefty did, notwithftanding
his royal confort’s admonition.

Capua,




ITALY, GERMANY, &c. g

Capua, nine o'c!ock at night,
Wednefday, March 25, 1761.

Y arrived here laft night, and after dinner
with the governor to day, he. carried me .in
his equipage to the .place where old Capua
" ftood, -and where Hannibal’s army is faid to
have become enervated. It is about two
miles from the prefent city, which is built
upon the river Vulturnus. There are the
ruins of an amphitheatre, with other re-
maifls, which point out plainly the fituation, .
It was anciently a confiderable place, but the
great revolutions this country has undergone
has changed almoft every thing. I will
give, as ufual, aﬂight fketch of them,

After the deftruttion of the Roman em-
pire, the kingdom of the two Sicilies, like
the reft of Italy, paffed under the dominion
of the Goths. They left them, however,
their own laws, which remained till the

' Lombards,
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Lombards, another unknown northern peo-
ple, drove out their predeceffors, to be them-
felves expell'ed in the courfe of time by the
power of the Francs, or France, under Pe-
pin and Charlemagne. But tho’ thefe mo-
narchs totally deftroyed the kingdom of
Lombardy, they could not penetrate into
thefe diftant parts of it, where various
princes of that nation fet up independant fo~

* vereignties, tho’ the remains of the Roman

empire at Conftantinople flill retained fome

 maritime towns on thisfide of the Pharo of

Meffina. All the ifland of Sicily, on the
other, fell into the hands of the adventur-
ous Saracens, who at this time were exterid-

: 'ihg their empire with all the courage. of

heroes, and enthufiafm of mad-men. In fuch

‘a confufed fituation did things remain, till

the Normans, with -the fame bravery, by
which they conquered England, but with-
out any force, at firft infinuated themfelves
as auxiliaries, and afterwards {ubjugated. the
whoie ‘of thefe realms -to their dqmini’on,

which
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which Roger the firft tranfmitted to his
pofterity with the title of a kingdom.
The Norman male line failing, the houfe of
Swabia, in Germany, after fome contefts,
fucceeded to their rights,. by Henry of Swa-
bia’s having married Conftance, daughter to
Roger. The perpetual difputes and wars
between thefe princes, (who were often ele&t-
ed emperors), and the popes, gave much
trouble to thefe ftates, whofe proximity fub-
jeted them to frequent attacks' from the
Roman fee. At length pope Clement IV,
judging he fhould never be at eafe with a
hoftile family fo near him, gave by a feudal
claim the crown of ‘the two Sicilies to the
count of Anjou, under condition that he
thould conquer them, which that ambitious
prince of France performed, after having
defeated and flain Manfred, the baftard fon
of the emperor Frederic II. who had feized
the throne, under pretence of defending it
for his infant nephew in Swabia. That ne-
phew, Conradine, made another attempt

fome
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fome time after, byt was taken prifoner, and
- infamoufly murdered upon a public {caffald,
‘The houfe of Anjou feemed now to have
no encmy, but their tyrannical government .
fet the inhabitants, particularly thofe of
Sicily, fo much againft them, that they maf-
facred all the French in the ifland upon the
famous Sicilian vefpers, and threw themfelves
under the protection of Peter king of Arragon,
who having married the daughter of Mans

~ fred, fet-up a pretenfion to the crown of
both kingdoms, but only obtained that of |
Sicily. ‘Thus did the two Sicilies remair
divided, for above a century and a half,
when, in 1442 Alphonfo, then king of
Arragon, conquered the whole, but left
Naples to his baftatd fon Ferdinand, which
again feparated the two kingdoms. Ferdi-
nand, notwithftanding the illegitimacy of
bis birth, tran{mitted the crown of Naples
. to his fon Alphonfo, till Charles the eighth
-of France, heir to the rights of the houfe
of Anjou, drove out Ferdinand the fecond,
Alphonfo’s
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Alphonfo’s fon; who, recurring to Ferdinand
and Ifabella of Spain, recovered his kinge
dom by their affiftance, but gave them an
opening to a ftate, which they pretended
to be their own, as heirs to Alphonfo, who
they -faid, could  not give away a kingdom
conquered by the blood and treafures of
Arragon, to a natural child. At length
this politic prince entered into an agreement
with Lewis the twelfth,: who had fucceeded
to the throne of France, to drive out Frede-
ric, who had mounted the throne of Naples,
uponthedeathof Ferdinand, and divide his do-
minions between them. It was put in execus-
tion, and that unhappy prince, with all his
family, was forced to feek thelter in France,
being too much irritated againft Ferdinand
the catholic, who had got pofleffion of his
towns, under the mafk of friendfhip and
affiftance, to receive any favor from him.
This partition, as might be eafily forefeen,
did not hold long, but the two monarchs

quarrelling, 2 war fucceeded, in which Fer-
' ‘ dinand
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dinand conquered the whole, and-drove the
French out of the kingdom, fhortly after to
be expelled out of the dutchy-of Milan by
the victorious arms of his grandfon Charles
the fifth. Tho’ France has fince made at-
tempts, yet they have not fucceeded, {o that
I can not but agree with Ariofto- that,

* ———bifogna cle non licé
Ai Giglj in quel terren prendere radice;

When the h\oufq of Auftria ceafed to reign
in Spain, thefe dominions, with the Mila-
" nefe, were ceded to it by the peace of
Utrecht, but conquered afterwards by ic
Bourbon atfmé, and you fee the queen of
Hungary. has in vain attempted to recover
them, fo I imagine they will long remain an
appendage ta the Spanifh branch of the houfe
of Bourbon. |

* Wifh you the real trath to know,
Lilies in Italy won’t grow.

LET
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L BET TER VIL

Rome, three o’clock afternoon,

Sunday, March 29, 1761.

-I LEFT Capua on friday, after receive
ing many civilities from my Irith acquain-
tances, and particularly from the govgrnor,
who got me a very neat lodging. I think
they feem to live comfortably enough, but
they are difcontented at not rifing, and
would enter into our fervice, if religion per-
mitted. Their regiment is called the King’s
and was given by Philip the fifth to his fon:
now king of Spain, after the attempt upon
Veletri, by the Germans. Their marriage
regulatioﬁs might not be of differvice in our
army. A lady muft bring at leaft five hun-
dred ducats (about a hundred and fifty
pounds,) in portion; a perfon of inferior
quality a thoufand; but they may marry

- Vor. III. G o a bro=
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ther officer’s daughter, without any thing at
all. 'Their hofpitality kept me up much
later than I Jintended, the evening before I

" fet out, and in paffing the gates next morn-
ing, I was furprifed to be ftopt by the fen-
try, who was an Englithman, and made me
~ pay the tribute of fome drink-money, for
’ being his countryman. ‘Thefe are moftly
defcrters; as the officers find it dangerous
and expenfive, to go recruiting into Ireland.
Thefe runaways are a vile race of people
in general, and I have feen them begging
chanty upon theu’ knees in Spain and Italy,

* under pretence of their having fled from the
‘moft horrid tortures, upon account of their
being Roman catholics. A woman came up
- to my coach at Pifa, and not knowiﬁg me
to be an Englifhman, told me a difmal ftory
of the barbarities the had undergone, upon
account of her religion, and, that fhe had
<hofen to live upon charity in a foreign land,
-rathier’ than fuffer the croelties which were
-exercifed upon her in her own. Such are
L1 : _ " the
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the . hypoctitical calumnies of our common
people abroad, tho’ I did find two men at
. Seville, who. were better than the reft.

When they came into my . room; I was
going to give them fomething, but they
defired only to make me a pair of fhoes;
a requeft I could not deny. As there is .
the fame glorious privilege at Seville, as
in fondon, that none but freemen' can
work - in the city, they were obliged to
fit under 2 tree; without the gates, where;
having but one laft, all the fhoes they made
for the Irith, were nearly of the fame fize,
~ twhich-they excufed upon account of neat-
"hefs; if too ftrait, and of eafe in hat
countries, when they proved tdo big. Ex-
cepting thefe, I never faw ari induftrious
renegado Briton, and will therefore leave
fich worthlefs people; and continue my
journey: ' '

G2 .~ After
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After pafling the meadows, corroded by
the filent fiream of the Garigliano, or as
Horace much better exprefles it,

rura, quz Liris quietﬁ‘
Mordet 4qud, taciturnus ampis,

we came to the mole of Gaeta, where
there is a beautiful view of the fea. A
light refe@tion gave us frength to con-
tinue our journey without ftopping, but

- 'to change horfes, through a wild country, to

Terracina, the firft town in the pope’s domi-
nions. It was the Anxur of the ancients,
but I did not fee the white rocks cele-

brated by Horace, in his journey,

Et pofitum faxis lat® condentibus Anxur,

On the ‘contrary, Terracina is fituated |
rather in a hole, or at leaft the inn where ‘
the poft-houfe is, but there are fomething
of clifts hanging over it, and perhaps the

‘ ancient
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ancient town might be at the top of them,
as there are buildings there at prefent.
Yeﬁerdéy I intended to have got hither,
but finding the night fhut in, I ftopped at
Marino, not an ugly village, about twelve
miles from this capital. It is fituated upon
the rifing grounds which break the Campa-
nia of Rome, and are interfperfed with a
number of villas, and villages, among which
was the ancient Tuflculum, now Frafcati.
The prefent Romans do not however, feem
to love the country fo much as their ancef- .
tors did, and are rarely, for any length of
. time, out of their city, except during the.
month of O&ober. This morning I eafily

arrived hither, through the vaft plain which
- lay between,

G 3 LET-

A
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'LETTER IX

Rome, Tuefday, Apn'i 7, 6 o'clock
in the aftermoon, ‘1761,

I N reading Voltaire’s Henriade I have met
with a ‘defcription of Rome, which anfwers
pretty much - to the ftate I find affairs at
Prefent in this capital. I will give it you,
The author illtrod\iccs it upon the arrival of
difcord thither, coming in fearch of pclicy,
whofe refidence he places in this city, when
both united affift the league againft H(enry.
the third, then king of France, and Henry
of Bourban, afterwards Henry the fou_rd_i‘
then king of Navarre,

Rome enfin fe decouyre a fes regards cruels,
Rome, jadis fon temple et I'effroi des mortels, .
i{o‘me_, doric le deftin dans la paix, dans la guerre,
Eft d’étre en tous les tems Maitrefle de la Terre.
Parle fort des combats on la vit autrefois

“Sur
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Sur leaurs Trones fanglans enchainer tous les Rois.
L'Univers flechiffait fous fon Aigle terrible.

Elle exerce en nos jours un pouvoir plus paifible.
Ellea fu fous fon joug aﬂ'exvﬁ fes vainqueurs,

‘ Gc;uvemcx les ‘efprits, et commander auz ceeurs.
- Ses avis font fes loix, fes decrets font fes armes,

Prs de ce Capitole ou regngient tant d’allarmes,
Sur lefs pompeux. debris dg Bellone et de Mars,
Un Pontife eft afiis au Trone des Cefars,
Des Pritres fartunds foulent d'un pied trangyille
Les tombeaux des Catons et 1a cendre d’Emile.
Le Trone eft fur 1*Autel, et I’abfolu pouvoir
Met dans les mémes mains le feeptre et I'encenfoir,.

L2 Dieu méme a fond? fon Eglife maiffante,
Tantét perfecutée, et tantdt tﬁorbphanﬂeq
L3, fon premier Apétre avec la verité
Conduifit la candeur et la fimplicité. »
Ses Succeffeurs heureux quelque tems I'imiterent,
Drautént plus refpectés que plus ils 8 abaifferent,
Leur front d’un vain eclat n’ etait point revéty,
La pauvreté foutint leur auftere vertt ;
Et jaloux des feuls bienggu’un vrai Chrétien defire,

Du fond de leur chaumiéye ils volaient au martyre.

Le tems qui corrompt tout changea bientot leurs meurs :

Le Ciel pour naus punir leur donna des grandem:s. .

Rome, depuis ce tems puiffante et profanée,
G4

Aux
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Aux conceils des mechans fe vit abandonnée.
La trahifon, le meurtre, et Pempoifonement \
De fon pouvoi\r nouveau fut l'affreux fondement,
Les Succeflfeurs du Chrift au fond du fanétuaire
Plaoérent fans rougir l'incefte et ’adultere.
Et Rome qu’ opprimait leur empire odieux,
Sous ces Tyrans facrés regretta fes faux Dieux,
On écouta depuis de plus fages maximes,
On feut ou s'epargner, ou mieux voiler les crimes.
De I’Eglife et du Peuple on regla mieux les droits,
Rome devint 1’arbitre et non ’effroi des Rois.
Sous I’orgueil impofant du triple diadéme
La modefte vertu reparut elle-meme.
Mais ’art de menager le refte des humains,

Eft furtout aujourdhui la vertu des Romains,

You may think I have written the forea
going paffage incorre@tly, but it is the new
way of fpelling French, Voltaire pretends to
introduce; and, as I do not t-hink my{elf
a perf,n of authority enough to be able ta
corre& him, I have tranfcribed the Paﬁ'age
as I found it, 'To underftand the lines that
go on from '

L2 fon premier Apotré avec la verité,

¢

you
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you muft know that, according to the Ro-.
man catholic do&rine, St. Peter came to
Rome, and was the firft pope there; and
that from his to our days there has been a
continual uninterrupted fucceffion of them.
Indeed, at firft they confefs they had only
the title of bifhops of Rome, but affirm their
authority was the fame as it is at prefent, and -
the only difference was in the name. I can
not now avoid adding, as I imagine you may
have never feen it, what Voltaire fays in the
fame poem concerning the ftate of England
during the reign of queen Elizabeth. Henry
the third of France fends Henry of Bourbon
to her court to defire affiftance againft the
League. Upon his arrival in En_gliand there
are the following verfes,

-

.

En voyant I’ Angleterre, en fecret il admire

Le changement heureux de ce puiffant empire,

Ou Peternel abus de tant de fages loix

Fit longtems le malheur et du Peuple et des Rois.
Sur ce fanglant Theatre ou cent Heros perirent,
Sur ce Tréne gliffant, done cent Rois defcendirent, .

Une
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Une femme & fes piéds enchainant les deflins,
De eclat de fon regne etonnait les humains.
Getait Elizabeth, elle dont la prudence

“De P’Europe 4 fon, choix it pancher la balance,

Et fit aimer for joug 3 P'Anglois indompt2,
Qui ne peut i fervir, ni vivre en liberté,
Ses Peuples fous fon regne ont oublié leurs pertes 3

" De leurs treupeaux féconds leurs plaines font couveites,

Les guérets de leur bleds, les mers de leurs vaffeaux.
1ls font craints fur la terze, ils font Roig fur les eaux,

. Leur flotte imperieufe afferviffant Neptune,
" Des bouts de 1"Univers apelle la fortune.

Londres jadis barbare eft le centre des Arts,

Le magazin du monde, et le Temple de Mars.

Aux murs de Wefltminfter,on voit paroitre enfemble
Trois pouvoirs etonnds du noeud qui les raffemble,

" Les deputés du Peuple, et les Grands, and le Roi,

Divifés d*interét, reunis par ta Loi ;

Tons trois membres facrés de ce corps jnvineible,
Dangereux 2 lui méme, a fes voifins terrible.
Heureux, lor{que le Peuple, inftruit dans fon devoir
Refpeéte autant qu’ il doit, le fouveraini pouvoir.
Plus heureux, lorfqu’ un Roi, doux, j\uﬁc, et politique
Refpecte autant qu’ il doit, la liberté publique.

Ah! ¢cria Bourbon, grand pourront les Francais
Reunir comme vous la gloire avec la pai;r, '

Quel example pour vous, Monarques de la Terre,
Une femme a fermé les portes de la guerre,

Et renvoyant chez vous la difcorde et I*horreur, -
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D'un Peuple, qui l'adore, elle a fait le bonheur,
Cependant il arrive 2 cette ville immente,
©Ou la liberté feule entretient tabondance.

Du Vainqueur des Anglais il apercoit la Tour,
Plus loin d’ Elizabeth eft 'augutte fejour.
Suivi de Monary feul il va trouyer la Reine, &,

. B'z the conqueror of the Englifh, he
means king William the firft,

LET-
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L ETTER X.

Rome, half after r1, morning,
Sunday, April 12, 1761,

I HAVE been to take half an hours walk
in the garden belonging to Villa Medici.
The late rains have made the country very
pleafant, ‘The morning is fine. - The birds
were hailing the advancing {pring. Under-
" neath my view, lay all Rome, with St.
Peter’s, towering above the reft of the build-
ings. Beyond it was a ridge of hills, inter-
fperfed with trees and houfes, which gave
a pleafing termination to the profpect, In-
deed fome part of them was bare, and to
fuch a degree, that, as the late fallen rain
had not yet had its‘eﬁ"e&, they looked rather
brown, than green. But the trees about
Villa Madama, made up for the want of
them in other places. After having taken

feveral




ITALY, GERMANY; &c 109

feveral turns among fhady alleys, (the fhade
produced by no lefs a plant, than bays or
laurel,) I returned home. The Turks, they
fay, are arming to attack Malta, upon
account of their not reftoring the fhip
which the flaves brought into their port. -
I thould think, they would rather turn their
arms againft Egypt, which has ‘revolted.
Be it as it may, they will not be ready foon,
and it is reported, that when the Grand
Signior came to examine his fleet, he found
mdny of the fhips old and unfit for fervice,
and that his workmen are only now cutting
down the timber, to build others to replace
‘them. We have had a paper handed here
about Rome, which they fay came by the
way of France. It is the edi& of the Grand
Signior, for the aflemblage of his fleet to
attack Malta. You will fee it is a burlefque-
to laugh at the Maltefe, and the invention
of fome foolith Italian. Such as it is, I
- will tranflate it to you,

““ ’i‘hc
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* The imanifefto, publithed by the grané .

*¢ Signior, throughout all his empire; and
¢ particularly in the city of Tunis, to the
- ¢ found of trumpets; tymbals, and plates
# of filver, from whence a copy has been
‘¢ fent by father Jeronymo da Como Capu-
* chin Miffionary:

. % Muftapha, emperor, and moft powerful
% QOttoman fultan, fon and riephew of God,
*¢ king of the Turks, of Greece, Perfia;
% Phrygia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, Pamphy-
- *¢ lia, of the greater and lefler Egypt, of
4¢ Armenia and Arabig, lotd.of the greateft
4 part of Europe, Afia; and Africa, fancti-
* fied ‘head of the.clergy of Mahomet;
%¢ guardian of the fepulchre of ‘the Meffiah,
#¢ the .greateft, recompence of the faithful,
¢ king - of kings,"fov‘ereign' prince above
- all princes in the world; terror and {courge
“¢ .of all-Chriftians, ineftimable hope of the
¢ Ottomans, the precious -ftone, the facred
% jewel, and moft tretnetidous king.

s “ The
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“ The eternal and immortal memory of
the great fultan Amurath, Grand Signior
of the T'urks, our predeceflor and beloved
brother, had always in his thoughts to -
deprive the Chriftians of the little rock
belonging to the kaights of Malta, and to
deftroy their galleys, upon account of the
common hurt they do ia our feas, but
while the before mentioned Grand Signior
Amurath, was putting his intended ex-
ploits into execution, the angel of death
cut them fhort, fo that he could only
leave to us by teftament, the obligation
of executing what he defired. Tl now in-
deed, we have not thewn ourfelves folicitous
to effeCtuate his intentions, but fpurred
at prefent by the difdain conceived againdt
the knights, and their favourers, upoa
account of the bad treatment ufed towards
our fthips, to our no. Tmall difpleafure,
upon this account, coming to a propes

¢¢ 'That
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« That in virtue of this edi&, all ouf
fubje&ts do appear in Conftantinople with
their galleys, within all the moon of
March, and that the galleys of our moft
copious arfenal, and the veflels found iri
our extenfive dominions, do arm and
come, within' the prefcribed term, to
our before mentioned capital, in otdef
to be ready, under pain of our indigna-
tion, to imbark our army, which is to
become the terror of the umiverfe, and
the utter defolation of the Chriftians, fot
the fun, the moon, and the ftars, in
wonder at the multitude of our galleys
and veflels, fhall be obfcured, by the fre~
quent firing of our bombs, while the fifh,
half dead with affright, thall hide them=
felves in the moft retired profundities of the
ocean ; the animals of the earth flink
_mto their woods and forefts, and the trees,
rooted up by the thunder of our artillery,
deplore their faded honors. From this, |
our inevitable ‘power, Chriﬁiﬁnity thall

‘. prove
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¢ prove the effe@ts of the anger conceived
# by us, for the lofs of our galeon.”

Some Italian has written under the Italian
copy of this Turkith declaration, the two
following lines, which if they fhew nothing
~elfe, will at leaft give a fpecimen of the
venom which the Italians bear in their

breafts againft the Turks.

‘Trace infame, tanto crudel orgoglio
L'abbaffera quel difprezzato fcoglio,

which is fomething like what follows in
Englifh. |

¢¢ Infamous Thracian, that fo much de-
# fpifed rock of Malta, fhall humble thy
¢ cruel haughtinefs,”

Now you have read this declaration, I
dare fay there is no reafon for me to tell
you, that it muft be {fpurious. ‘The ridicu~

Vor. I, " H loufnefs
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loufnefs of the ftyle alone, is enough to cons
fute it. ‘True it is, that the Turks have a
high-flown diétion, but this is many notes
above any thing that has ever yet been heard.
And yet, notwithftanding all its bombalft,
it is hlly, ftupid, and flat. You may con-
fider then; what I have faid hitherto con-
cermng the Turks, as a fable. That the
Maltefe however, are makmg preparatlons
for defence, and have recalled their knights,
. 1s certain. ‘That is, not all of them, but
thofe of younger date, who have ftill cara-
vans to perform, which confift generally,
_in cruizing on board the Maltefe thips
againft the Turks, hut now, I fuppofe, all
the caravanifters will remain ftationed in the
ifland. Indeed I believe they never meet
the enemy, at leaft we never hear of any
knights of Malta, either killed or taken,

To have a true ldca of this order, you
muft confider them, as fo many military
friers. Their ongm, was merely that of

kccpm g
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keeping an hofpital at Jerufalem, for the pil-
grims who vifited the holy fepulchre in the
time of the crufades. As thefe were often
opprefled and robbed by the Turks, in coming
to Jerufalem, they took upon them likewife
to defend them. After the lofs of the holy
land, they conquered Rhodes, and, upon
being driven from thence by the viorious
arms of Soliman the fecond, finally fettled
at Malta, which was ceded to them by the
emperor Charles the fifth. Thofe who have
profefled, that is, who have taken all the
oaths, and enjoy commendas, or benefices,
are pretty much under the fame reftrition
as friers, and they make the monaftic vows
of poverty, chaftity, and obedience, " But
the troop of them you fee about Italy, are
thofe who have only performed their cara-
vans, and got the crofs. Now it is thefe
that are recalled, for I believe moft of the
others are always inhabitants of Malta.
Ta prove you the truth of this call from
Malta, I will trapflate you that of Don Sifto

" Ha ' Cefarini,
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Cefarina, an acquaintance of mine, from
which you may have an idea of all the reft, as
they are pretty much alike.” The fervants
they Bring, are to be above eighteen years
old, that they may he able to bear arms,
It is as follows.

Signor Cavalier Don Sifto Cefarini,

From tlie Grand Priorate,
. April 1, 1761.
“ In order that your moft s//uftrious fignor=
“ fbip may fet out immediately for Malta,

“ to perform your caravans, and exercife
?

" % the employs that thall there be committed

“ to you, the moft eminent grand mafter,

¢ together with his venerable council, have

‘¢ ordered cardinal Colonna, grand prior, to

‘“ intimate to yau, in virtue of holy obedi-

¢ ence, as he does by this prefent letter, ta
fet out immediately, in order to go to the
¢ convent at Malta, together with as many
“ fervants as you pleafe, provided they are

¢ above
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¥ above eighteen years old, and are provided

¢ with proper arms.

*¢ Cardinal Colonna, having thus per-
% formed the injun&ions laid upon - him,
* and nothing doubting but you will not
v negle& to fulfil thofe at prefent laid upon
* you, andincreafethe merit of them towards
¢ his eminence, by };our {peedy obedience,
** the cardinal nothing doubting this, pro-
¢ fefles himfelf, &g.

H 3 LET-
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LETTETZR XL

Thurfday, April 16, 1761. Rome,
“ half after 1 in the aftetnoon.

L AST night, at a lady’s houfe, the com~

. pany entered into a long converfation with

regard to the affairs of Portugal. ‘Theré
' was a gentleman made me laugh. We
were talking about the Jefuits, and whether -
they were guilty or not of the attempt to

affaffinate his faithful majefty. We agreed,
 that tho’ fome might have been engaged in the
plot, the whole body could not. ¢ I am fure,
¢ at leaft,” fays the gentleman, ¢ they could
¢ never have had any thing to do in the
“ way-laying of the king; the night of the
¢¢ third of September, for if they had, they

¢ would have done it better.”

e - ’ . | I have
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Friday, April 17, 12 at noon.

1 }jxave been this morhing ttampling about
Rome¢. It was pretty warm} for as the
bad weather is now over, the fun begins to
exert his force. I went as far as the tri-
umpbhal arch of Conftantine the great, which
ftands near the Flavian amphitheatre: It
was ereCted for his viGtory over Maxentius,
who had feized the Weftern Empire, but was
defeated at the Pons Milvius, and, with many"
of his troops, faidto have been drowned in the
Tyber, as the bridge broke in their flight.
It was before this engagement that Conftan-
tine is reported to have feen the miraculous
vifion of the crofs, with the words, ¢ By
“ this fign fhalt thou conquer,” written
over it. 'This is 4 prodigy ftrongly attefted
'by Eufebius and other eccleﬁaﬁicai writers, -
but the view of the arch I have been con-
templating this morning ftaggers my belief.
It would be reafonable to expe&t fome mark
upon. 1t acknowledgmg the immediate in-

Hs terpo=



120 LETTERS FROM

terpofition of Heaven in Conftantine’s favor,
But I found none, except you think it ex-
prefled in the infcri‘ptioﬁ, which fays, ¢ that
‘¢ Conftantine conquered the tyrant by the

*¢ influence of the Deity,” (inftinétu Divi-

nitatis,) a ftyle never before ufed by the
Romans ; but then the whole is {poiled by
what is added afterwards, * that he did it
‘¢ likewife, by the gtreatnefs of his own
“ mind,” (magnitudine mentis,) which does
not feem a very proper expreffion for a
newly converted Chriftian. Befides, there

appear to be Pagan reprefentations upen

* more than one of the bafs reliefs; however,

in anfwer to this, a gentleman informs me,
from what authority I know not, that this
arch was made up and adorned from the ruins
of various other places. Near this arch 1s one
of alefs fize, in honor of Vefpafian’s conqueft
over the Jews, By his fon Titus. It 1s
famous for having fome of the facred utenfils
of the Jews, as the golden candleftick, &c.
carved upon the fides of it, but they arealmoft
‘ effaced.
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effaced. The Flavian amphitheatre, which
is adjoining to both the former antiquities,
3 one of the nobleft remains of ancient
ftruture. It is now called the Coloffeo,
and its venerable ftones

--:fpirnnt adhuc imperiofa minas,

It was ereted by Flavius Vefpafian, and wis
heretofore the refort of multitudes to fee the
cruel diverfion of gladiators fighting with each
other, or men contending with wild beatfts,
of which immenfe quantities were brought
from Africa for the diverfion of the capital.
Many martyrs are likewife fuppofed to have
perithed here, when pagan Rome firft drew
the fword againft infant Chriftianity, But
whatever cruelties may have been exercifed
in its arena, the furrounding building is
great and noble, and firikes a modern with
thoughts of the inferiority of our pre-
fent places of entertainment. You have
often feen it in paintings, tho’ nothing but

itfelf
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itfelf can give an'idea of its vaftnefs. Nof
above a third of its circumference is per=
fect ; however, from thence an idea 1s eafi-
ly formed of what the whole was, when
it was compleat. The popes have pulled
down a great part to raife the modern edi-
fices of Rome; and the Barberini family
being the principle deftroyers, caufed this
faying againft them,

Quod non fecerunt Barbari, fecerunt Barberinie

L.E F-
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LETTTETR XIL

Rome, Sunday, April 19, 1761,
* half after 11 in the morning,

I WILL now tranflate you the moft

eflential part of the account publithed by
the court of Rome concerning the expulfion
of cardinal Acciaiuoli, the pope’s nuncio,
from Portugal, and the difmiffion of the
commendator d’Almada, the Portuguefe en-
voy, from this city. Tho’ you may have feen
the Portuguefe account, I dare fay that of
the boly fee has not come to your hands.

¢¢ The fixth of the month of June 1760,

“ the marriage between the moft ferene in-
“ fant Don Pedro, and she moft ferene
* Donna Maria Francifca, princefs of the
‘¢ Brazils, was celébrated unexpetedly in
“ the city of Lifbon. Notice was given
q ‘6 of
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of this joyful event, not only to all the
ambaffadors of foreign courts, but even
to all minifters of inferior rank; by a
meflage from Don Lewis da Cunha, fecre=
tary of ftate for foreign affairs. This
attention, however, was not ufed towards
,'cardinal Acciaivoli, who ftill refided in
that court with the chara&er of apofto-

lical nuncio. His eminence’ (a title given

. to all catdinals,) “ clearly faw that this
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omiffion was on purpofe to offend, not
only his ‘private perfon, but his public
chara@er. He had not, indeed, received for
along time that refpe®, which was - due
to him from the court, confidering him
either as a nuncio or as a cardinal. But
while he could think, or force. his imagL
nation to believe, that thefe flights regard-

“ed his private perfon only, he fuffered and

diffembled every thing with a moft unpa-
ralelled patience. As foon, however, as he
_found the dignity of his prince, the fupreme
head of -the church, offended in the pre-

13 fent‘
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fent conjuné&ure, by an affront fo publie
to the-whole city, he judged there was
no longer room for diffimulation. Aftet
having refleted upon what would be the
readieft means of preventing the irxipend-»
ing diforders, he went to Don Lewis da
Cunha, the fecretary, and complained of
the meflage not having been fent to Him,
which all the other minifters had received.
Don Lewis anfwered him by faying, that
the meflage he had fent to the other
minifters was not to inform them of the -
royal marriage, .but to inftruét them of
the rank and order they ought to obferve
in the prefent conjuntture, in their ap-
pearance at court, which his eminence

not being able to do,” (He was forbid the

court upon account of the previous difputes
about the Jefuits.) ¢ the meflage became

¢
¢
({3

T

fuperfluous. His eminence anfwered, that
the meflfage fent to the other foreign
finifters contained two parts ; firft, an
intimation of the mairiage, and then. the

¢ method
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method they ought to obferve in receiving
their refpcé'tive audiences ; and tho’ the
latter did not concern the nuncio, as he
could not appear at court, a participa-
tion of the former ought to have been
granted him as well as other foreign
minifters. ‘The note fent to all the other
foreign minifters wis as follows,

¢ From the palace, June 6, 1760,

* The affurance his majefty has of the part
his———majefty takes inevery thing that
concerns the welfare of his royal houfe,
obliges him to embrace the opportunity of
the very hour of the celebration of matri-
mony between the moft ferene princefs of
the Brazils and the moft {fereneinfant Don
Pedro, ta declare to the aforefaid monarch
this joyful notice, which by order of his
majefty I communicate to your excellency,
acquainting you of my fending away an
exprefs with thefe news ta your court, in

| « cafe
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¢¢ cafe your excellency has any occafion of
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tranfmittingdifpatches by it. And as upon
this occafion their majefties and highneffes
intend to .give audience to 3ll ambaffadors
and public minifters, they will appear to
receive it according to the antiquity of the
prefentation of their credentials. In any
thing that I can do that may be agreeable
to your excellency, you may entirely com-
mand me. Heaven guard your excellency
many years, :
"¢ T remain
¢ Your excellency’s
¢ moft obfequious and
‘¢ obliged fervant,
¢ Don Lewis da Cunha,

¢¢ Cardinal Acciaiuoli, after thefe fepre-.
fentations made 'to Don Lewis da Cunha,
continued to entreat him in more exprefs
terms not to oblige him to abftain from
thofe public demonttrations of joy, which
there was no perfon more defiroys than

’ ¢ hime



128 -LETTERS FROM

(14

. ¢€

¢
€
§¢
'
1 1]
€
¢
$<
¢
'3
€
G
7]

€c.

e
¢
<
et
¢

[1}

himfelf of thewing for an event fo greatly
to the fatisfation of the royal family of
Portugal, and of the whole nation. Don
Lewis promifed to reprefent to his moft
faithful majefty the inftances that his
eminence had made him, and fend him
an anfiver to them. But this anfwer did
not come all that day, nor the day after,
So that his eminence, the three appointed
nights of the feventh, eighth and ninth
of ‘June, abftained from illuminating his
palabc in the manner that the other am-
baffadors did theirs. In order, however,

to make up for the inattention he had

been ~obligéd to thew, he went to the

Count of St. Lorenza, firft gentleman of
the bedchamber to the moft fércn_e infant
Don Pedro, and begged him to make
his refpectful excufes to the royal couple,
and tell them the real caufe of the neglett
he had, without his fault, been obliged

to thew. "No perfon belonging to the

court or miniftry complained to" the cars
' ¢¢ dinal
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dinal of his behaviour. Neither did the-
public, who knew the taufe of it, giva
any fign of their difapprobation, either
during the three days of common feftivity,
ot afterwards. In this interval his emi-.
nence continued living in tranquillity,
and as. he was not confcious of having
been wanting in his .duty, he refigned
himfelf to the ftate of the times. The
morning of the fifteenth, which fell on
a funday, about the hour of nine of the

foreign clack or twelve of the Italian, as his

eminence was getting himfelf ready to

celebrate the holy .mafs, a commiffary =
of the ftateoffice, by name John Ga.lv'afs,

together. with the brigadier Don Lewis
de Mendonza, came in a hurry to his houfe,

,and’_deﬁred to fpeak to him. In the mean

time his palace was invefted by a number
of foldiers, who had alfo entered and -
difperfed’ themfelves about the gardehs.
The two before mentioned perfons being

. Vor. Il S | - ¢ admitted,
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 admitted, the former of them.gave his
“ eminence the the following letter.

¢¢ ‘His majefty making ufe of that ju royal
¢ and fupreme power given him by all laws,
“ in order to maintain the fovereign autho-
“ rity unviolated, and preferve his vaffals
“ from fcandals prejudicial to the public
¢¢ tranquillity of his kingdom; orders me to
¢

R

intimdte to your eminence, that, upon |
¢ the immediate receipt of this letter, your
¢ ‘eminence muft depart from this city, and,
KC croffing the Tagus, go, forthwith, by the
“ ftreighteft road out of thefe kingdoms,
* within the precife term of four days.

¢ Oneof the royal equipages is ready, on
“ the oppofite fhore of the Tagus te your
“ eminency’s houfe of habitation, for the
*“ decent conveyance of your eminence,

“ And in order that your emmence may
“ purfue your journey, without danger of
' receiving
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$¢ pecaiving any infults, contrary tg the pro-
$¢ tetion which the immunity of .your
“¢ charater fhall always find in the dumie
* nions of his majefty, e bas commanded,
¢ that you fhall be ,acs;om}nn&ed' to the fron-
“ tiers of this kingdom, by a fufficient
* military guard. I beg your eminence
“ would command me, in any thing } can
“ do for your fervice. Heaven preferye your
“ eminence for many years. 1 remain

K

From the Palace, Yopr moft obfequi
14 June, 176o. } humble {ervant,

-Don Lewis da Cunha.

¢ Cardinal Acciaiuoli, after having read
#¢ the foregoing letter, defired time to write
& 2 note to the fecretary of flate, but it was
 not granted him. He then defired the
» fhort fpace of time, to be able to hear
“ mafs, but that was alfo refufed him, and
¢ he was obliged to drefs himfelf immedi-
« ately. He then called thofe few fervants

¢ that wege moft neceflary to him, and
I2 “ having
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having duly protefted againft the violenca

ufed to his facred -perfonal . charadter, as
well as to ‘that .of a' public ‘minifter,
always refpe@ted:in the perfon of ambafla~
dors of princes; he followed the officers, ‘
as.he was'Qb'liged’tfo do, and ‘entered with
them into the roﬁl barks, which carried
his eminence acrofs the Tagus. On thé
other fide, he found fome 'béd'equipégeé
waiting for him, which he got into, and
began his journey, accompanied by, thirty*
dragoons, which, indeed, had been glven
him -under colour of prefervmg him
fro,m infults, but were, in reality, ta guard
him, as if he had bgen a prifoner. They
pafled the fortrefles of Eftremos and Elvas,
without his eminence receiving any of the
ufual honors. After five days journey,
he came to the frontiers of Spain, where
his guard abandoned him, Upon his arri-
val at Badajoz,” (the firft town in Spairi,)
he received fo many marks of attention
and pphtenefs from the officer, who comy
. ¢ manded
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*" manded that garrifon, that they made up,
‘* in fome: meafure, for the difgufts and
. difagreagble treatment he had hitherto
¢ fuffered.

“ It is not at prefent our buﬁnefs to exa-
¢ mine the caufe and manner of the expulﬁon
“ of the pope’s nuncw from tiie court of a
“ catholxc prince. 'That may. be the work of
“ fome other time, and, fome ot'her pett.
“ But. thlS prelxmmary hiftory was nweﬁary

“ to what we are. going to fay ‘While thefe

* things happened in Portugal, in the fpace
¢ of a few days four couriers came to the
“ Portuguefe minifter plenipotentiary at
¢ Rome, the Commendator d’Almada.” (I
nezd not tell you that commendator is a title
belonging to perfons who have commendas,
or benefices, from any order of knighthood.)
* "Two of. the couriers arrived on the 21ft;
¢ one on the 28th, and the fourth on the
¢ zoth .of . the month of .June All Rome
* was in great anx:ety, to know what news

I3 - % ¢ thefe
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¢ théf€ repeated meffengers beought. -

s wds footi, Mowevér, knows in géneraf
¢ (tho’ the Comimendatist miade & great fecret
“ of it) that tﬁey brought difagreedble news:
“ However, at laft, in the afternoon of the
“ 3oth, which fell ot 4 monday; the €om-
i mendator &Almada begged to be admttted
“ to an audience of his holinefs. Hxs holis
i« nefs, bemg b‘uﬁed with' othet occupatmns,
“ anfivered thit K ¢ou}d not grant his
| “‘rcqueﬁ till the fnday foﬂowing The
‘ Commendator d*Alihdda Wwroté' andther
« rote the fime evéning, acquairdtifig hié
“ holu;cfs of the néCeﬁ'ity he was uhdet of
« throwmg him{élf at his feet; béfore thurf-
« day, the day the Spamfh an& Poftuguefe
« couuers fet oé' with the letters for thisfe

€«

K] kmgdoms, whxgh-was grantéa him, :

“ Thus was bls holinefs prcvalled uf)dn by
o Commendator 'd*Almada’s iritredties to for-
% ward the audiénce he was to give him bnly

e on the fnday, to the wednefday morning,
(14 2d
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¢ 2d July preceding, notwithfanding ie
¢¢ was the day of the 6rdinaty apdience of
¥ the minifters of his ftate, and notwith-
“¢ ftanding cardinal Acciaiuoli had never been
* able to ebtsin one ftom his Portugucfa
“ majefty, tho’ he had folicited it for many
¢¢ months.

¢ In the inean time, on tuefday the Pors
“ tuguefe and Spanith letters arrived, and
¢¢ thofe from Lifbon, in date the gth of
¢ June, brought an account of what had
¢¢ paffed with regard to the cardinal nuncio
« till that day; as, his not having been in-
¢ formed, from the court, of the marriage,
¢ a civility which all the other ambaffadors-
“ had received, the reafons of the refolutions
® he made, of not conforming to the public
“ demonftrations of joy, together with other
% falts, which aggravated the former inat-
¥ tentions he hadreceived, and plaitily thewed
* the difpofition of the Eour; of Pertugal,

.

14’ : “tq
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‘to ftill farther dnfpleafe and injuge the pon-

o tifical nnmﬁer.
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“ Upon -account of thefe motives of dif-

content, his hblinefs thought. proper to

¢ fufpend -the giving an audience to the

Commendator d’Almada, till he fhould be
farther informed of the prefent ftate of
affairs in Portugal. Accordingly, mon-
fignior chamberlain fent him the following

note.

- ¢ From the ante-chambcr of our holy
) “« father, 2d July 1760

“ Notwithﬁandiﬂg monfignior cham-

berlam gave part yefterday . mormng
to the Commendator d’Almada ‘of his
holmefs s condefcendmg to antxc1pate
hxs audlcnce, he is obliged to ﬁgmfy to
him,. at prefent, by exprefs order from his
holinefs, that he can not grant him the

‘¢ promifed
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% promifed audience: this mprning,  upoif
¢ account of letters~arrived yefterday from
 Lifbon, by the ordinary p(;ﬁ, the contents
 of which fhall be communicated to ‘his
4¢ excellency, by fome other more opportune
“ method. Monfignior chamberlain defires
“ his excellency to honor him with his
“ commands, which he fhall obey with the
“ utmoft attention; profefling himfelf to
“ be, &c. . -

“« Upon receiving this meflage from the
 pope, the Commendatord’Almada not only
* pafied all bounds of moderation, but even
* of that decency which ought to be obfetved
“ in their own territories to the moft infigni-
“ ficant fovereign upon the face of the easth:
“ He diftributed a great bundle of writings
“ (that he had prepared) to all the :foreigu
‘“ minifters, acquainting them, at-the famé
“ time, with his imminent departure from
* the court of Rome. Thef¢ fcandalousand

“ tigefomié
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+4¢- tirefonad papers were foot {pread throught
¢ 2] the cify. |

+ 4 Wé do not thank it it frefent worth
“ our while to anfwer all thar is badly
¢¢ jumbled together in the writings diftri-
“ buted. by the Commendator d’Almada.
% If thers be «o‘ccaﬁon, we will do 1t another
¢ time:. It is enough to fay, that there ie
¢ nothing confiftent in them, but. reiterdted
¢ expreffions of the obfequioufnefs, and
“ ronftant devotion of his faithful majefty
‘“ to'the holy apofioli¢al fee: His holinef3
“ 1s fully convinced of it, notwithftanding
% the tonduét of his minifter s not at all
" ¢ conformable to fuch fentiments. Thers
* are, befides, many good maxims inters
“ {pérfed in thefe writings, but they prove
 jnft the contrary Aie what they were de-
% figned. They prove, to the moft evident
- % demeonftration, the great condefcenfion his
¢¢ holinefs has fhewn to his majefty’s de-

. #¢ mands, as well as the great defire he has
' )  always
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always had of conforming to his royal
pleafure, Indeed, the minifters of the holy
fee have always had, and always will have,
for his moft faithful majefty that refpect
and veneration, which are not only due to
every crowned head, but more particu-
larly to a king fo much efteemed by the
holy apoftofical fee, as well upon his own,
account, a3 fot the great deferts of his
auguft anceftors. In confequence of thefe
fincere fentiments, his majefty’s mini-
ﬁeilé fhall always bé treated with refpect,
ds wé kiow well that no injury can be
offered to 4 miniftér, in minifterial affairs,
without infultitg the foveteign at the famie

”

LET- "
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LETTER XL

Romie, 11 o'clock morhirf,
Monday, April 27, 1761.

TO continue you the papa.l account of the
retreat of the Cqmmendathj d’Almada from
Rome, ‘ \

-

L. Wc leave 1t to ‘the reﬂe&mn of thofe
« mlpxﬁers, to Whom the Commendator
¢ d'Almada diftributed his papers, to judge
« whether he could _fpeak in the manner he

. ¢ did of the minifters of his holinefs; with=
“ out, at the fame time, highly injuring the
* holy father. We fhould be glad, that
-¢¢ they would decide alfo, whethes a foreign

“ minifter has the privilege of declaring,

«¢ that he will not treat with the firft minif-

¢ ter of that prince to whom he is fent.

“ Hxﬁory furnifhes us with many examples,

“ and
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and that of Portugal with fome not very
ancient, of a court, when not contented
with the minifter fent by a foreign prince,
having folicited, and obtained his being
recalled.” "This is -our '¢afe with regard
to the Commendator d’Almada. But we
fhall not fo eafily find an example of 2
foreigh minifter’s refufing to treat with
the principal minifter of that :prince, to.

. whom he is fent. Before we refume the

thread of our.mterrupted narration, we
will juft hint, that we think it probable .
that Commendator d’Almada himfel would

have dared to put the before mentioned

papers into his holinefs’s hands,: if the -
defired audiepce had been granted .him,
and fo inﬁxit, face to face, the pontifical
majefty, ‘The tenor of the writings, as
well as.the fin&t ﬁlenég hé obfcrvcd, naqt
only with. regard ‘ta the court minifters,
but even towards thofe that were moft inti=
mate with him, fhew that thefe papers
were dlﬁnbutcd with an intention to affront
a Prxpcg Who unites jn his perfon, the

- ¥ q:cclcf afhgal
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# ecclefiaftical and civil fovereignty. Every
# perfon will be able to judge, that this be-
*¢ haviour merited due refentment. kow-
§ aygr,- his holinefs, tho’ informed of the
“.fybftance of the writings - diftrihgted by
« the Commendatar d'Alrmada, as wall as of
¢ the indecent expulfion of bis nuncio
* from Lifben, yet, making ufe of that
. heroical moderation fo ‘natural to him,

s even before he was raifed to the high

¢ pontificate, the holy father, 1 fay, upon
# thurfday morning, after the congrcgatxon
* of the officers of the holy mq-mﬁtlon,
¢ giving the ufual audience to'cardinal Neri
* Corfini, protector of the crown of Portu-
B gal, entered into a dlfcourfe with him
‘¢ concerning the depending aﬁ‘an's of that
‘’kingdom. His eminence fald he had not
t¢ yet feen the writings aiﬂzributed by the
% Commendator d’Almada. He then pro-
“ geeded to declare, the various pretenfions
« made by that minifter, and in particular,
“ that his holinefs fhould. appoint fome
“other perfon, in the room of cardinal

oz ‘ ¢ Torrig-

0\
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Torriggiani, -his principal and ordisary
minifter, to treat with him concerning
the prefent flate of affairs in Portygal.

“¢-His hoknefs, juftly effended at the foren
going ftrange propofition of the Copmenw
dator d’Almada, not only rejeted it abfow
lutely, but,.ashe was perfuaded thero
was no difcufing affairs any lobges peaco-

ably with the afotefaid minifter, doclared

he would treat with no perfon congerning
them, but his eminence cardinal Neri
Corfini. ‘This prelate toak the epportu-
nity of the audience, to deliver to his
holinefs a letter froma his moft fawhful
majefty, containing a participation of the
marriage of the moft ferene infants. The -
Commendator d'Almada had never mmade
any mention of this letter in his repeated
intreaties, by word and writing, for an

audience. His helinefs fent the cardinal

an anfwer to this letter the maxing
afterwards, teftifying by his expedition,
| . * the
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« the fincere pleafure he had in hedring of
- ¢ any-thing that was agreeable to the foyal
“ family: of Portugal. 'This audience was
¢ on the thurfday morning, the day before
.+ the following notification was hung up’at
«"the: door of the hofpital of the Portuguefe
" «.nationkl church of St. Anthony. The
¢ place where it was,” hung up:was, indeéd,
¢ furrounded with walls, but in all other
@ refpeéts-was public, and frequented by all
« kmds of pcrfons

~

¢t council of his moft fiithful majefty, and
¢’his ‘minifter: plepipatentiary to the holy
“ apoftolical fee,. &c. o .

¢ I.here inform all the vaﬁ'al:s of . pur
“¢ fovereign lord the king, that his majefty
¥ having > with moft exemplary patience be-
¢ held, foria long time, and by‘ many deci-
« five fa&s, all thofe channels ftopt, by
# which he might obtain the ear of his
' ¢ holinefs,

-

- ¢ Francis d"Almada & Mendonza, of the |
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* haligefs, withous feeing any hopes of bis .
* being able to addefs to bim, his mof} ab-
# foquiops fupplicatians, and reflelling at
‘“ the fame time, wpan the extraordinary,
* {candaloys, and uypheard of 3nimofity.of
* the political mipiftcy of the court .of
.‘f Rome, - in declaring a rupture betwesn
“ their court, and that of his moft faithfpl
s mapﬁy the king {eeing this, and that
“ it js not any longer poffible, unde; the
“ prefent difagrecable circymftances, to cone
¢ tinue his public minifter in Rome, or pre-
 ferve in that city, p number of faithful
¢ and honorgble vaflals, while they are daily
“ witnefles of the repeatod infults ufed te-.
“ wards him hy the minifters of that cout,
* who, coht.rary to the pontifical honor and
* decorum, .have enticed many to their’
“ party, that naw declare themfelves note-
‘ rioufly as fuch, to the univerfal fcandal
* of all Eurape; in refle®ing upon thefe
“¢ circumftances, the aforefaid monarch finds
¢ himfelf ohlxged to command his before

Vor. 1]1. K ¢ mentioned
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mentioned n@iniﬁcr plenipotegtiéry, aswell
as all the vaffals of his crown, together

‘with thofe who as fuch, enjoy ecclefiaf-

tical benefices in his kingdom and domi-

nions, to depart forthwith from a court, |

where they ‘can be of no fervice to the
moft holy father, but only increafe by

their prefence, the infults committed |
againft his majefty's royal authority. It

is this royal authority which his majefly
can not difpenfe with himfelf, from main-
taining as’ unviolated, and as independant
with regard to temporal affairs, as his

auguft anceftors tran{mitted it to him,

without becoming refponfible, not only

to God and the catholic church, - of which |

he boafts himfglf a moft devout fon, and
exemplary defender, but at the fame time
to all the monarchs of the univerfe.

¢ In confequcncc of the above mentloned
order, his moft faithful majefty com-
mands all his Vaﬁds to appear tomorrow,

¢ the
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the third of this prefent month of July,
at onec-and-twenty of the Italian clock,
at his minifter plenipotentiary’s’ houfe of
refidence, in order to give an individual
and exa& account of all the fubjeQs of his
majefty in this city. And to the end
that thefe royal and indifpenfible refolu-
tions of his moft faithful majefty may
come to the knowledge of all his vaffals
refiding in this capital, I have ordered

. the prefent edict to be dra_iwn ‘out, which

fthall be fubfcribed by me, and hung up
in the royal hofpital of St. Anthony be-
longing to the fame nation, in order that’
no perfon may pretend the excufe of
ignorance. : ,'

“ Francifco de Almada and Mendonza.

From my refidence,

s July 2, 1760,

“ By his oyder,l Don Francifco
f¢ Antonjo Jofeph Rodriguez.

K2 . t In
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“ In confoquenca of the foregoing nati-
« fication, the thurfday afterncon 2 eopious
“ meeting of Portuguefe was held at the
4 Commendator ¢'Almada’s houfe of refi~
% dence. ‘This, -after the ownifefted and
¢ intimated rupture between the two courts,
¢ had the air of 2 mutiny. The holy
- ¢ father, hqwever, tolerated this new excefs,
¢¢ and fuffered 2 man ftill to remain in Rome, |
¢ tho’ upon many accounts he deferved fq
¢¢ little to be confidered as the minifter of 2
¢ prince, who profefles to have an inclina.
¢¢ tion to cultivate the correfpondence and
¥ affe@ion of another. Saturday, the fifth
¢¢ of the aforefaid month of July, a freth
* natification was hyng up as before at the
s hofpital gétc; the remarkable tepor of
¥ which is as follows, '

7 Fran-
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¢ ¥rancifco dé Almada and Mendonza, of

¢ the council of his majefty, &c.
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* This is to give notice to all the vaflals
of dir foveteign lord the king, that his
holirfefs, according to his ufual benignity,
having confidered the impolfibility of the
above mentioned minifter plenipotentic
ary’s continuing his communication with .
the political miniftry of his holinefs,
contrary to the pofitive order of the king
his miafter; fo highly offended by it, has
been fo good, to the total exclufion of the
aforefaid political miniftey, to appoint the
moft eminent and revetend cardinal Cor~

fini, prote@or of the c¢rown of his moft

faithful majefty, in order that he thould
treat and confer with the above men-
tioned minifter plenipotentiary concerns
ing the prefent ftate of affairs in Portu-
gal. It is hoped, therefore, that by the
deputation of fo worthy and zcalous a
cardinal, new and fecure means will be

K 3 ‘¢ opened
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. % opened to his moft Fithful majefty, for
¢¢ obtaining that fatisfa®ion which is due
¢ to him, and with that expedition which
¢ the exigence of the prefent circumftances
¢ require. ‘The faid minifter has therefore
“ taken upon himfelf the fufpenfion of the
¢ rupture declared by his notification of the
¢ fecond of this month ; flattering himfelf
¢ that.the holy father ‘will be moved to give
“ his majefty thofe deferved and neceffary
“ fatisfaltions, which the faid monarch fo
¢ religioufly expe@s from the inflexible
¢ juftice of his holinefs, who without
*¢.doubt will remember the attempt of affa-
¢¢ finating a monarch in his own court, by
¢ the machinations proved and adjudged to
“ a fociety of men, by their inftitution de-
¢ dicated to God, as alfo that this very
“‘ monarch, for the fpace of above a year
¢ fince the execrable attempt, has fuffered
* fuch affronts and calumnies in a court,
¢ which is the head of the catholic church,
* as would oblige even a private perfon to

“ demand fatisfa&ion. :
s His
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“ His moft faithful majefty, hopes as
¢ prefent to find that redrefs which he fo
‘¢ religioufly expe&s from the inflexible
“.juftice of his holinefs. And in order that.
¢ the above mentioned fufpenfion of the-
“ rupture may arrive to the knewledge of.
¢ al] the vaffals of our nation, I have order-
“ ed the prefent edit to' be made, which
*¢ fhall be fubfcribed with my name, and.
“ hung up in the fame place as the formes
¢ of the fecond of July.

¢¢ Francifco de Almada and Mendonza, .

¢ From the palace of my
¢ refidente, July 4, 1760.

~ ¢ By his order, Don Francifco:
“ Antonio Jofeph Rodriguez.

After this notification thespapal memorial
‘goes on as follows. . '

“It was in th1§ manner the Commendator

“ d Almada heaped injury upon injury, at
" Ks “ the
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6 thé fusne time thit ‘he ‘pretendéd ¥o de-
e clate himfElf cotifent with his holinéfs.
“ Upon this hew Fadt the holy father could
® rotin véafon fhew further toleration. He
“_fent orders to carditial Coffinl t6 éorfie to
% him thit farne: &ening, Fhe - eardinal
¢ had not as yet hedrd 2 word of this dtew
“ pvetit; His holinb(s inforied hirh of the
. ¢ abufe Commeéndatsf dé Almsda had made
‘“ of the difcturfe He hetd with his eminence
“ the Thurfday befote, and how he had
¢ ‘Wwrefted the words of his holineﬁ when
“ he told his eminence that he wbuld treat
“ with no perfon but him coicerning the
¢ affairs of Portugal, to mean, ‘that his
“ eminence was to be the perfon to treat of
“the affairs of “Portugal with Commendator
¢ de Almada, to the total exclufion of car-
“ dinal‘Torriggiani, the moft holy firft mi-
¢ nifter. This falfe intclligenée “he not
¢ only rendered public by the before men-
¢ tioned notification, but he likewife fent
\ ¢ written
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Wiitten -hotes of it 10 ol the Fereigd

® minifi6ie. - .S

.40 Upon. a¢esdnt then of all the foregoing
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cireutnfidnces; our holyfathur,vo fres himafelf
fram a perfon whotn he always found ready
to Inkbreafe the Rame of difeord, déchived to
cardifial ‘Corfini that he would give eat
to no perfon about any thing toncesaifng’
the affairs of Portugal, till the Commen-
dator de Almada had not enly left Rome,
but was entirely gone out of the eccles
fiaftical dominions. ‘That after his de-
parture he would with pleafure attend
to any difcourfe or treaty, which could
be entered upon, fo it was not contradic-
tory to his dignity and the decorum of
the holy fee.

* This is the fincere account of what
preceded and accompanied the ‘expulfion
of cardinal Acciaiuoli from Portugal, and
the departure of the Commendator d¢

2. | ¢ Almada
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¢¢ Almada from the court of Rome. We have
® endeavoured to exprefs every thing in the
¢ moft fimple manner, without ornament or
" ¢ emphatical words, the miferable refuge of
“ perfons who know they are in the wrong.
¢ Thofe who have right on their fide, are
¢ contented that every auditor fhould form
¢ their judgment upon the indifputable
"% bafis of facts.”

LET.

|
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LETTETR XV,

Rome, Satutday, May 3, half
an hour after 11 morning,

TO the papal memorial in my laft the
Portuguefe have publithed an anfwer, which
is the-fame burnt by the hands of the hang-
man about two .months ago. It is tedious
and ftupid, nor would have been-ever read,
if fuch a noife had not been made about it.
I will give you, however, fome of the heads
of it.

After having faid much about the preced-
ing affairs, he accufes the nuncio for not
* making illuminations the three nights of
general feftivity for the royal marriage,
“ Tho’ fome lights were feen on common
‘ evenings, all then was dark and difmal,
¢ and the pontifical nuncio feemed to mourn

IC.“ .
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¢ at the happy event.” When he caries
€o the expulfion, he fays, the guards were
neceflaty to defend his eminence froin the
" infolence of the mob, who, enrdged at his
neglect, had aflembled about the houfe,
and would have proceeded to greater vios
lences, if their fury had not been appéafed
by the cardinal 'pattiarch, who lived next

door. As to the expulfion, he juftifies it by

various examples, and the authorities of
Montefquieu and Grotius, who fay that an
ambaffador, abufing his' right of - reprefentas
tion, is t& be fent back. He laughs at the re-
marking with how much more civility thecar
dinal was treated at the firft town in Spain,
where he was only a paffenger, than in Por-
tugal, where he favored trators to that crown,
and who had been declared fuch in form
by his moft faithful majefty. * T'6 be fure
“ he-ought to have had the king’s owa
4t coach to carry his facred perfon, but he
- waé‘mucht better off than the Commenda-
¢ tor de Almada, who had neither coach

hd : “ ‘nor
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#¢ nor horfes allowed him, when he was

#¢ obliged to leave Rome. But they would
“ not Jet the cardinal hear mafs, which is a
s¢ tremendous accufation ; however, no eccle-
## figftical precept can be binding at the
 ¢xpence of great tumults and blopdfhed,
“ and his ¢minence might have equally
*% heared the fame at Aldea Gallega. The
¢ filence of the fortrefles of Elvas and Eftre-
¢ mos, through which he pafled, is to be

¢¢ excufed by thofe honors never being .
¢ fhewn to perfons who lie under the dif-

¢ pleafure of the reigning monarch, and
¢ from the want of gun-powder to quell
« the feditions fomented by his eminence.”
He then recites the attempts of the nuncio
and cardinal Torrigiani, the pope’s minifter,
againft Portugal ; and, upon the latter hav.
ing accufed that nation of wanting to adopt
the maxims and religion of the Englifh, he
oddly adds, ¢ That we fhall fee hereafter
*“ who is the perfon that is moft inclined to
{ adopt the Englith maxims and religion,

f’ Perha;)s

'
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¢¢ Perhaps cardinal Tornggiani himfelf is
¢¢ neareft to that point, for he has no reli-
 gion at all.” He then proceeds to prove
hisaccufations, which he does, however, only
upon his own word, by faying that ¢ thefe
¢ two cardinals were impioufly and facri-
“ legioufly united with the friars of that
% company, which derived its name .from
¢ Jefus, cont'rary to the welfare of his ma-
¢ jefty, the quiet of his kingdoms, and the
* decorum of the holy fee.” He fays they
agreed todeclare that the proceedings againft
the Jefuits were unjuft and odious to the
‘whole Portuguefe nation. Cardinal Torrig-
giani was to write this to all foreign courts,
and the nuncio was to fecond it upder pain
‘of being relegated as bithop to the Tittle
“town of Rimini. Frightenéd with thefe
threats, cardinal Acpia{iuoli talked of the
great power of the ]eﬁnts, and kept him-
felf at a diftance from that court, to which
he was fent. He did not vifit the cardinal
' patriarch becaufe he had not been with
him,
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him. * The condé de Oeyras did not treat
him with fufficient affability. * Undoubt-
¢ edly he ought to have bowed down before
“¢ the apoftolical nuncio, as has been here-
¢ tofore done, through a badly.underftood
¢ devotion.” A confpiracy was likewife
formed by thefe two intriguing cardinals,
¢ which might not have been fo eafily dif-
¢¢ covered, if the nuncio had been more
‘¢ cautious in concealing his meetings with
¢¢ the heads of it.,” Notwithftanding this
¢ his majefty only folicited the removal
¢ of the two cardinals from public affairs;
¢ but finding the confpiracy increafe, he
was obliged to proceed to the expulfion
“ of cardinal Acciaiuoli, tho’ he might
* have treated him as a wolator of all laws
“ divine and human. He even concealed -

“ his crimes under the colour of being

‘¢ offended at his not illuminating his palace.
¢ By proceeding in this manner, his ma-
¢ jefty was enabled to quell the confpiracy,
# tho’ he found with difpleafure fome per-

s {ons,




6o -LETTERS FROM
“ fons engaged in it, wha had the peareft-

¢ conneftions with the royal family.” The
. author then proceeds tojuftify the Cammen-
dator de Almada as a&ting from erders, and
. gives inftances of difrefpe@ fhewn to him.
‘They made him ftay a confiderable time in
the ante-chamber, before he was admittad
to an audience of the pope. When he
went to the pope’s nephew, with the fon of
the firft minifter of Portugal, they were
never afked to fit down, and another time
he was made to wait {o long, that he went
away. -Cardinal Torriggiani, the firft mi-
nifter, received him leaning, and 'in'impropc;'
poftures, but what is more important, told
him, when the king of Portugal was wound-
ed, * that it was owipg to the fins of that
#¢ nation.” He confirmed this upon ano-
ther occafion, and added, * Can you deny,
"¢ fir, that Lifbon is become as bad as
“ Geneva! Why there are people that
“¢¢ buy the Moorith women, only to proftitute
¢ them, and fell the ¢hildren,” " Commens

dator
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dator de Almada was obhged to mike fome
anfwer, but within' the’ riiles of- modeﬁy
and decericy 3 upon which the cardmal fe-
plied, ¢ that he- had nevet been’ at Lnfbon
- * himfelf. This proves that Hid fnends
“ the Jefults gave him the mfor}natlon
The author ‘then accufes” the pOpe for not

3.

anfwermg fns majeﬁy § requlﬁtxons concern- )

ing the Jefmts, as being off'ended at his
faithful majefty’s not writing to him n_nme-'
diately upon His exaltation, tho’ he was
laboring wnder the wound he had receivel

from_the affaffins, When the tridl of the’

criminals arrived in Rome, it was forbidden -

to be reprinted, and 'Wl.)en Commendétqr de”

Almada afked ‘leave to do it at his own’ '

expence, it, was refufed him ; and upoii his °
dcﬁrmg to linow the caufe, was ‘told that"
his holinefs never gave reafons for his ations}
to any perfon. In ‘the mean time_ cardinal
Totnggxam publifhed évery thing he could
in favor of the’ Jefuits, and 1romcally
laughed at the accufations againft them.’

VoL. fII. . .L | “ Do
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o Do not tell me,” fays he, * of the Jefuits
* being guilty of the crimes laid to their
. % charge. We know what a jealous nation
¢¢ the Portuguefe are.. They are only afraid
“ thefe reverend fathers fthould leave horns
¢ in their houfes. An expreflion,” exclaims
my author, ¢ worthf of a cardinal,
«¢ worthy of a prelate, who bears the title
“ of firft minifter to- his holinefs.” He
ordered alfo his fpies to inform him of thofe
who fpake ill of that fociety. The auditor
© of cardina] Conti was taken up on that ac-
count. A lay friar of the convent of the
Minerva was banifhed from Rome, for foek-
ing after.the papers which came out agajuft
the Jefuits, to. pleafe his friends in the
country On the contrary, the books print-
ed by the Jefuits againft the king of Portu-
gal were put upon a level with the gofpel,
tho' they attacked the réputation of his
majefty, the honor of his people, and the
conduct of his minifter. Monfignor Cérrea
was told he could not be advanced in the
. church,



ITALY, GERMANY, & 163

church, becaufe .he was'a Portuguefe... The’ -
king has, therefore, certainly a"right-notto’
treat with the firft minifter.of his holinefs, by’
whom his nation is held in fich comtempt:’
With regard to the papets diributed by the,
Commendator de Almada, they were fent to
him exprefsly from Lifbon: < It is faid, if
“ he had not been denied an audience, he:
* might have prefented them to tlie pope
“ in perfon.. Being a future contingency,
*“ he might or he might not. They were
““ perhaps fent purpofely to be thewn to his
* holinefs, who ought to have pleafure in’
“ hearing the truth.. But they were fpread” .
“ abroad with an intention of injuring his-
“ holinefs, as’ my antagonift-afferts, tho™
“ it is impoffible to judge of intentions or:
“ thoughts. The church itfelf, guided by
‘“ the Holy Ghoft, does not claim this exa
* traordinary privilege. It is an injury to
“ his moft faithful majefty even to thinkthat
“ Commendator de Almada had an intention
* of affronting a prince, who is faid to unite

L 2 m
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¢ .in" his perfon the egclefiafiical and  civsl
¢ {oyereigrity,. I know not by what au-
¢ thority thefe attributes are given to his
¢ holinefs.” The diuthor then infifts upon
cardinal Neri Corfini having been appointed
to:treat concernihg the gﬁ'airs of Portugal,
and brings letters. which feem to -prove
there was fome. truth in it. ‘He falls foul
. upon the title of. moft holy firlt minifter,
given to cardinal . Torriggiani. . * I know,
fays he, “that in the ftyle of the law, the. pape
“ or high pontiff is called the moft holy: I
¢ ‘know that the moft facred body of our Sa-
¢t viour, in the confetrated wafer, is likewife
¢ called the moft. holy.. .But it does not
* feem at all proper to me that the title of
* moft holy fhould be lodged in the perfon
“ of cardinal Torriggiani, whether we con-
“fider him as a politician or as a prelate.”
He then ‘accufes cardinal Cavalchint, who
is alfo in the adminiftration, ** of calling the
¢ king of Portugal a tyrant, and ftyles him
“ a blind mercenary prelate,”  After much

' ' other
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| other abufe, which rather proves the author
" to be a low-bred perfon, he concludes with
this fentence of Juftinian,

- Non ciuod fit Roms, fed quod fieri debet
| attendendum eft.

L. Wemnﬁnga:dnotwhatudone,but wbtmghtw
be dOﬂe.tRomeo

L3 = LET-
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LETTER XV
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Rome, three quarters after 12, morning,
Wednefday, May 6; 1761.

LAST mght 1 ‘heard an o0dd flory. A
"Dutch gentleman had it by letter from the

. Spanifh envoy, or ambaflador at the Hague,

who is ane of the principal perfons concerned

“in it. His name I think is Grimaldi., A
* letter came to him, from a gentleman in
"Spain of birth and fortune, acquainting him

with his fon s being eloped from that king-
dom, and, that he had heard of his being at
the Hague, He then defcribed his perfon, and
the manner in which they told him he ufed
generally to go-drefled, and defired the am-
baffador to make all poflible enquiries after

~him, Grimaldi a&ted accordingly, but his

. refearches were fruitlefs for a long time,
Ons evening, at a play, he faw in the pit a
SRS perfon
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perfon that anfwered every circumftance of
his friend’s letter. - He' gave orders to his -
fervants' to- dbg: him when he went home,
and bring him word where he lived. They -
did fo, and brought him word, that fhey
had followed the young man to a certain
public houfe, of which I do not remember
the namé; but was not.one of the beft at
the Hague. Grimaldi went the next day ‘
to the place, and enquired for the beforee
mentioned’ perfon. ‘The landlord knew him
by the defcription, and conduéted Grimaldi
up to- his room. ' The ftranger {colded the
landlord, for introducing a gentleman of the:
rank of Grimaldi into his chamber, which
was fo indifferent and all in a litter. Gri-
maldi faid, that he need not make any apo-
logy, for that he was ufed to go into all forts
of rooms, and defired the man of the houfe
to leave them alone a little. Upon the land-
lord’s difappearance, Grimaldi opened him-
felf to: the young gentleman, and told him,
that. he was. informed of his quahty, and
' L4 that
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that his relations were very defifous of ~his
returning into Spain, The young man, in a
genteel manner, denied his being the perfon
Grimaldi fpoke of, and affirmed, that there
muft undoubtedly have been fome miftake
in bis being dire&ted to him. Come, come,
young man, fays Grimaldi; do not fear any
thing. 1 know you. Your parents and ze-
lations -are.willing tg excufe any errors of
* youth, you .may have been guilty of. T
bave orders likewife to pay what debts you
have contracted here. I am fyre you will
have po difficulty in gratifying the defires
of your relations, that are fo good to yau,
and return home, Come, come, confefs
every thing, and you may be fure all your -
friends will behave in the kindeft manner to-
wards you, The young gentleman, forced
by thefe remonftrances of the Spanifh minif-.
ter, at laft confefled himfelf to be the per-
fon, He faid -he had been guilty of ‘follies,:
but as his friends_treatéd him with fo much
tendernefs, he could not do lefs than ac-

“ .« .

knowledgé
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i .
knowledge it,. and attempt to repair matters

by his good behaviour for. the future, Gri~
maldi then told hiin, it was not propew for a.
perfon of his rank to ftay in fo bad a houfe,
and that .hc_wbuld take him into his own,
till things were ready for his def;artt_nrec
Accordingly h; did fp‘,‘ and in.about ten days
every thing was in orfer for the young
gontleman to fet off. . His debts amounted
to the 'ﬁ‘xm of ten thoufand gueldres, or a

thoufand pbunds. Thefe Grimaldi difcharged.

The day of his departure being arrived, he
fet off, - aecompanied by a couple of fervmis;
belenging. to the Spanith minifter. . He had
behaved very. well all the time he was in.

‘Grimaldi’s -houfe, .and did thie fame quite to .

Bruffels. As he feomed fo very reafonable,
and entifely content with every. thing that
had been done for him, the fervants did not
keep fo [tri& a watch over him as they ought.
In fhort, our gentleman difappeared about a

.day béfpre he was t¢ proteed upon his journgy,

and hgs not hees head of fince. The twa

fervants
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fervants returned to the Hague; to acquaint
their mafter with what had happened. ‘But
Grimaldi, in’ the mean time, had received a
letter ffom his friend in Spain, acquainting
him with his having found his fon, and
that he had never been out of that kingdom.
You may imagine what a rage the Spanith
minifter was in, to have been tricked in this
manner. But he abfolutely forced the cheat
upon the young man, who ftrenuoufly denied
his being the perfon at firft, and was with.
difficulty, and half by compulfion, brought
to confefs it. It i1s not known with cer-
tainty who this impoftor could have been,
But it is imagined, that moft probably he was
a Spanifh valet de chambre. Whoever he was,

he was well acquainted with the names and -

anecdotes of the family that loft their fon.

Do Rome, 1 o’clock qftgrnoon,\ .
‘Thur{day, May 7> 1761,

I have heard another fiory, which'I dare
fay is a lie, -however, it made me laugh,

;o : It
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It is as follows. 'The teller declares it is
true, and that an account of ‘it is come by
detter from Thouloufe, where the fa& is
faid to have happened. |

Five chimney fweepers in that city were
complaining to each othef of the hardthips
of their 'way of life. That they were
always dirty, and poking about chimneys,
in fhort, that they paffed their time in a
very difagrecable manner. One of them
ftarted a new thought. Had we not better,
fays he, go and expofe ourfelves to military
‘fire, rather than that of chimneys. They
all at laft agreed, that there was nothing
like ferving the king, for at leaft, if they
were killed, they iﬁould"dic like ‘gentlemen.
You muft underftand, that they were all a
little in liquor. ‘The foregoing -refolution
‘being unanimoufly made, they went all five
to a ferjeant, and told him their intention
of inliting. Two louis’ dors; to be .paid
down jimmediately to each, ‘was the bargain

| o made
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made for their entrance. The money was
received, they were inlifted, cockades were
put in their hats, and all over. They were
- quartered in a guard-room that evening, and
the next morning were to be fent ta the
regiment. After they had flept a proper
time, to be able to make due reflexions, they
began to repent of what they had dane.
They fell foul upon the poor man that had
firft given them the advice. However, they
had fenfe enough to know that {colding
‘was of no fervice, and that they had better
think of fome remedy for the impending
misfortune. What was to be done? the
doors and windows weré . impaffable, for
there were foldiers all about. = ‘They were
alone in the roam, a thing, which tho’ I
. have not told:you, yet you may have ima-~
gined, from the preceding circumftances.
At laft, a chimney prefented itfelf to their
view. It was now dark, No fooner thought
than executed. Allons, was the word. Their
coats were flripped off. ‘Their evil coun-

fellor

,
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fellor led the way. . The reft follotved. In
a fhort fpace of time, they found themfelves
. fafe upon the ioof of the houfe. But tho'
they. were now in:open hir, they ‘Werealmoft
i as gredt-a dilesima s before. They dis
verted :themfelves indeed, in runniog about
the tops of the haufes, but no fecure méthod
of defeending offered. At laft, they thought

it beft to hazard the going down anothes .

chimney, where there’ was no fire lighted,
and which was at a good diftance from that
which they had afcended. ‘They did fo,
But to change the fcene, and precede them

into the room where they were defcending.

Many gentlemen and-ladies were fitting
round ‘a great table playing at pharaoh, the
fathionable game in thefe countries for per-
fons who love to hazard their. money. The
firlt thing they heard was a noifs in the
cthimney, and after a little jump, a man not
of the whiteft appeared in it. A .fecond
followed the firft, 2 third the fecond,. ia
thort, they all exhibited their fable Perfun-n

ngcs )
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ages to the affembly. - The company, fuffis
ciently furprized at the appearance of the
frft man, were -ftill more fo at that of the
fecond. ‘The airival of the third caufed a
univerfal panic. ‘The foutth raifed them
from their chairs, and the fifth fent them
running out of the: rcom. . Whether they
thought thein robbers. ‘or fpirits, is what is
not yet afcertained, but their terror had
made them leave all their money difplayed
upon ‘the table. ‘The firft thing the chimney
~fweepers did, upon finding themfelves maf-
ters of the field of battle, was to plunder the
enemy’s camp. They layed violent hands
‘upon the money, which ftood expofed to
view. Loaden with the fpoils, they called
a council of war to confult' what was pro-
per to be done. It was agreed to réturn to
the guard-room, clean themfelves there as
“well as they could, and fay nothing of the
matter. ‘They did .fo. As they had been
but a little time abfent, they trufted to their
nos: .biing' miffed, which proved the cafe.

Early
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Early the; morning after, when the. foldiers
and other people bagan ita.enter. thegoomy
they found. them presty. much in,the ftate
they had left;them in the;evening before:,
They were, perhapss, s little dirtiers, but 4%
" they had never been clean, the difference did
»not'* ftrike the fpe@tators. When the fer-
jeant appeared, they began by telling him,
that they heartily repented what they had
done the evening before, and that they.

were drunk when they inlifted. ‘They .

then proceeded to acquaint him, that they
would try and get him a little fum of money
if he would let them go. It was agreed that
they fhould give -him twenty louis d'ors,
double the fum which he had paid them.
They faid it would be difficult for them to
raife fo much. That they would try how-
ever, what they could do with their friends
and relations, rathér than be forced into the
army. One was fent to negociate for the
reft. Some little time after, he returned
'ivifh the money, which he pretended to have

' had
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_had much difficulty in raifing. The twenty

Jouis d’ors were paid. ‘The chimney fuweep-
érs wére releafed, and they went away in
triumph, to divide ‘the remaindet of their
fpoil, which was not inconfiderabie '

-

LBT-
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LETTER. XVL

Whitfonday, May 10, almoft 11 o’clock

in the morning, 1761. Rome.

NO news at Rome, except that three
womam were murdered laft night in theif
houfe. But the circumiftinces, or even the
truth of the fa&, is not yet known. Things
with regard to Malta go on the fame as
before. Many knights fet out yefterday
from Rome to go to Civitd Vecchia, and
embark on board the pope’s galleys for that
ifland. The papal galleys, the St. Peter
and St. Paul, to which has been lately added
the St. Profpero, go out every fummer to
cruife agaixlﬁ the T'urks and Moots, Once
they took a little Moorith bark, and what
triumphs did they not make when they
returned home! I do not know whéther

they dxd not even illuminate the whole
Vor. IIL M town
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town of Rome for it. I have been this
‘morning in Villa Medici, in which, after
the great rains, every plant {mells and looks
moft delightfully. The pope had been
obliged to offer up his prayers to heaven for
fair weather, and at length he has been
‘heard. To thew you how much cardinal
Torriggiani is hated here at Rome, I wilj
add the following epitaph made upon him,
which fuppofes him dead and buried at the
keaning wall, -the place. where they inter
Jews, criminals, excommunicated perfons,
&c Proteftants are buried in Sextus’s tomb.
Januen{es, is 2 rpodern Latin word ufed hera
for the Genoefe, whom the pope. has kid
ynder cgnfures for refufing to ackpowledge
# nuncio he fent to the Corficang,

* Diis manibus Genioque loci.
- Aloyfio Cofimo Torriggiani Cardinali
Flo-
. .
. ® To the infernal Gods and evil geniug of the. place.,

The feqatc and people of. Rome haye prepared, this
fepulchre
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Florentino,
" Quod Januenfes e finu matris Ecclefiz -
Expulerit,

Populumque Romanum Lufitanice
Pecuniz pondere fublevaverit,
Exﬁlqmque Jefuitarum numerum
Mirifice auxerit,

Senatus Papulufque Romanus extra portam
Flaminiam ad myrum inclinatum
‘Monumentum pofuit. twemulumque paravit,

"The Porta Flaminia is what is now called
Porta del Popolo, of which I have already
given a Jefcription,

fepulchre, and raifed this monument at the lmmg twally

without the Flamiaian gate, to the cardinal Aloyfius
Cofimus Torrigiani of F larence, for having expelled the
Genoefe from the bofam of the holy church; for having
eafed the Roman people from the weight of Portuguefe
money ; and for having wonderfully increafed the nums

ber of exited Jefuits,

Ma- Wedpef=

~
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‘ Wedhefdéy, May 13, half after l;
at noon, 1761. Rome.,

It is true that the three women were
murdered four nights ago, but as yet. it is
not known who did it. ‘The houfe was
likewife robbed. According to the cuftom
of this country, moft of the people who
lived nigh, or had any concerns with the
family have been put into prifon, in order
to undergo proper examinations. ‘They fay
it muft have been more than one who perpe-
trated this horrid deed, by the * inftruments
of death found in the houfe. There was a
knife and two or three of thofe inftruments
- with which they kill hogs in this country.
It is a fort of long awl, which they run into
'iheir hearts, and fo put the poor beafts out
of their pain much quicker than we do.

* Thefe circumftances were not true, as will be feen
hereafter by the confeffion -of the criminal, which is in
thefe papers,

The
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The following edi& is publithed concerning
this affair, which I will tranflate, to fhew
you the ftyle of the country in thefe forts
of things.

&

&«

€¢

«
€¢
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(13
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(13
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«“ Edi&
¢¢ of impunity and reward.

¢ The moft illuftrious and reverend .
Cornelius Caprara, governor general of
Rome and its diftri&ts, and vice-chamber-
lain te his holinefs, being defirous of
coming to the knowledge of thofe male-
faGors, who, on faturday morning, the
ninth of this prefent month of May, did,
by -many wounds and ftabs, barbaroufly
murder in their own habitation, oppofite
to St. Guilianello’s church, the three un-
happy women, Francifca Dei, widow of
the late Jofeph Antonio Rofati, Anna
Det, widow the late Francis Rofii, toge-
ther with Francifca Vetturini, (their
maid fervant) ; The governor being de-

firous of coming to the knowledge of the

- M 3- ¢ authors



!

383 LETTERS FROM

¢ authors of the aforefaid enorimous Brime,

« to the end that they may receive the

¥ punifhment due to their herrid allion,

"¢ orders and commands, according to the
¢t oracle received exprefsly from the mouth

¢ of qur .holy father, that whatever perfons

# of whatever ftate, degree or condition,

* even ecclefiaftical, have any knowledge of

¢ .the pralefactors, who perpetrated theéfqre-.

 faid murders, as well as of thofe who

* haye harboured the fame, of have any

“ 'wéy been accamplices to the before men-

- ¢ _tioned crime, Yhould declare what they
* know, within the fpace of twa meaths,

¢ to his moft illuftrious fignorthip, or his

¢ principal botary here underwritten, And

¢ this upder an aflurance of the perfons

- ¢ fo informing remaining undifcovered, and
¢¢ ynder pain, in cafe of difobedience, of
¢ bemng condemned to the galleys, e¢ither

¢ for 3 gertain time or for life, according

#¢ to the more or lefs aggravating circums
* fianges of theiromifliony the determining.
' 3 - of

-
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¢ of which will remani in the breaft of his
¢ smoft Hluftrious fignorthip.

¢ On the eontrary, thofe who thall reveal
¢ the malefater of malefaflors, ar accom-
¢ plices of the faid murders, fhall receive
« the rewatd of five hundred crowns {preity
near the fame as a crown Englith;) ¢ tobe
¢ difburfed immediately by the reverend a-
¢ poftelical chamber, provided that they give
“ fufficient information to proceed againft
* the malefa&tors, who have abfconded, and
“ to expofe to the torture thofe who are
* epprehended.

« And {uppofing the informer be an ac- .
“ gumplice, over and above the reward, he
 thall teteive a full and -entire pardon,
“ provided he give fufficient information, as
‘ above, againft the other malefattors.

“ And in order that no perfon fray have
“ excufe for not .obeying thefe our com-
M 4 mands,
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¢ mands, our holy father releafes from the
¢ blame of irregularity any ecclefiaftic that
¢ may reveal, or do any thing in execution of
“ this prefent edict, which fhall be affizxed

« and hung up in the ufual places of Rome,

¢ Rome. From our manfign-houfe, May
“ 11, 1761,

¢t C.Caprara, governor and vice-chamberlain,
¢ Bernardino Rofetti, notary.™

This is all we know at prefent of fo harrid
an affair. Indeed, I wonder more murders
do not happen in Rome, as the government
is fo very mild, or rather relazed. Ido not
believe they execute above one perfon in a
year. There are many caufes of this, but
the two principal are the protectionb of the
churches, and the protection of the princes’,
and cardinals. ‘The churches fave, at leaft,
the life of the criminal, who flies for refuge
to them. Princes and cardinals by their

intere

1
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- interceflion do as much; for they are fuch
. great peopls, there is hardly any denying
~ them, And then the trials them{elves are
. generally fo long, that two years often pafs
hefore the ¢riminal .can be brought to due
punithment. ‘T'rue it is, they have tortures

to terrify them in prifon, but they do not.

perhaps produce the defired effet. The
fireets too are fo dark, and the town fo ill,

or rather not at 2]l guarded, that many.

murders muft happen. This morning, after
various vifits, I proceeded in my goachy along:
the Corfo, pafled Piazza Colonna, and after-
wards Piazza Navona, and arrived at laft at
Pafquin’s ftatue, fo famous for the fatires
in former times hung upon it, and which
thence took the name of pafquinades. It
is here Pagliarini, my bookfeller, lives. I
have already told you that the head of the
family is in confinement for having printed
. {omething about the affairs of Portugal, but

his brother carries on the bufinefs of the

thop. Rummaging over books, T here light

upon
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ipm acurious petformamce. It was 2 porn-
_ ﬁous account of the embafly fent by James
- the fecond to the pope. Lord Caftlemaine
was the ambaffador, attended by other Roman
catholic ‘gentlemen. ‘The author, however,
only explains, thq’ turioufly, the ceremonies,
but not the end of this ambafly. I believe
the real caufe of it was always a thorough
fecret, but it was undoubtedly fomething
regarding affairs of religion. The pope
ought to be now contented, for he has not
only an ambaflador, but the family afelf
at his court, ‘The young pretender, indeed,
.is wanting, and we do not know what can
- poflibly be become of him. It is a myftery.
_ Tho’ I can not think him dead, for 1 fee o
end in concealing his death. Nor theuld 1
think he wasin France, as he was fo very
11l treated by that nation laft war, that if :he
" has the leaft fpirit, he will never have any
thing more to do with them, The French,
-after having figned the treaty of Aix, Ia
€hapelle, fcized "him at the opera, bound

' him,
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him, and catried him, guarded, to the fron-
tiers of France, A few months before they
had &ewn him roysl honors, and promifed
him affiftance in money and troops. Perhaps
the court of Rome and the court of England
may know where he is; but the body of

* people in both nations are, I believe, equally .

gnorant of his deftiny. ‘The old man lives
very retired, and 1 think you hardly ever

hear his name mentioned. Cardinal Stuart, ‘

ar, as they call him here York, the younger
brother, makes more noife, and parades
about- Rome, having had largc beucfices

granted to him.

Thur{day, May 14, three quarters after
12 at poon, 1761, Rome.
With regard to the murder of the threa
women, there is a fufpicion, tﬁey fay, fallen
upon three journeymen taylors, who ufed to
frequent their houfe, and who have abfent»

¢d themfelves from Rome,
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- The:Roman gall'eys‘fat out yefterday from
Civitd Vecchia to cruife againft the Moors,
and condu& at the fame time .many knights
" of Malta to their little ifland. There were
‘a-great number of them affembled here at
Rome, from the different parts of the
\world, in their way to Malta, in obedience
to the grand mafter’s orders, He has
laid a tax too upon thofe who have com-
mendas ar benefices, fo that the govern-
ing part of the order is likely to be a gainer
by this threatened invafion of the Turks:
We hear at prefent po talk of them, nor
do I believe that they had ever any inten-
tions againft that ifland,

LET.
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Sunday, May 17, 1761. Three qual;ters
after 12 at noon. Rome, '

' A Nephew of the three women that were.
" murdered has been taken.up upon fufpicion
" of having committed the deed, but there
feem to be no grounds for the furmife,

I was laft night at the Jews fynagogue,
where they had fome great feftival, I know
not what. I there faw a number of rooms
" illuminated with lights, and heard a number
of people making a very great noife. The
Ghetto is the name of the place which
the Jews inhabit in Rome, and in many
other parts of Italy. Itis a diftrit of the
city walled in, within which they are obliged’
to live. 'They may come out into the town
during the day time, but the gates of their

3 diviﬁon
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divifion are fhut up at fun-fet, nor are they
unlocked until fun-rife. However, this
evening, as it was 4 particular feftival, they
had leave to keep them open till late. Upon
qur arrival there, we found four or five
more coaches belonging to perfons whofe
curiofity had brought them upon the fame
arrand as ourfelves. The Jews treated us
with great civility, and indeed, how c¢ould a
people fo humbled as thefe dre, do otherwife ?
As there were a number of lights, and a
vumber of people, the heat was maft excef-
five. ‘There was a fort of ftench too, which
is generally to be enjoyed in the Ghetto, and
which I believe is owing to the great quan-~
tity - of inhabitants in it, near ten thoufand
crouded altogether. After Ihad feen every
thing that was to be feen, I thanked Ema-~
nuel, a Jew of my cempamon $ acquamtance,
who had been our gentleman' uther, and we
re-entered the Chriftian part of Rome. Poor
unhappy nation of the Jews! I pity them j in
thefe countrics. The Ave Maria bell no
‘ " {fooner
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fooner xings, which is half an hour after
fun-fet, than immediately the gates of the:
Ghetto are thut, ner is there. any more
ogrefs from them till morning. I think
they are nearly as bad off as the Englith
were. in William the Conqueror’s time, when
at the toll of the curfew they were obliged to:
put out fire and candle. They mey indeed
have as much fire and as many candles as.
they pleafe, but then liberty, all-defired libgrtyv'
is denied thems ‘They pay befides many'
~ heavy taxes to the pope, and receive many’
infults’ fram the people, and yet notwith- |
fianding all of them remain faithful to their
law and religion. Tho' indeed, if we turn
qur eyes ta Spain and Portugal, the privie
leges thay have here ziregreat., They burn.
them, at leaft did fo formerly, in thofe:
coumtries if they are. difcovered. Tho® I
believe that law only. regards Spanith and:
Portpguefe fubjets, whe apoﬁatigc to the:
Jewith religion, to which they fay thofe two.
matipns are very. much inclihed, However,

' their
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their fituation in Rome; tho’ not fo bad, is
not the moft agreeable. * And then !ihey are
obliged every faturday; which is their fab-
bath, to attend at a-Chriftian fermon. It is
a Dominican friar who preaches to them.
They fay many of them ftop tlieir ears, not
to hear the blafphemies which, accordin'g to
their way of thinking, muft be uttered.
Many too, in {pight of the roife the Italian
preachiers make, refign themfelves into the
arms of fleep. To remedy the two before
mentioned evils, a knight armed with a cane;
patrols through the affembly, and inflicts
more or lefs blows of it upon delinquents in
fimilar cafes, aecording to the greater or lefs
henioufnefs of their offence. Many others
are the difagreeable circumftances to which
the Jews in Rome are fubje: They are
forbidden to keep the Talmud, faid to be
traditions from Mofes and the Prophets, and
in which their prefent religion chiefly con-
fitts, Where the facrament is expofed in
any church, they are not to pafs by the door

‘ of
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“of it. Upon good friday they date not ap- "
_ pear out of their habitations, and indeed all

- eafter they have but a bad time. Ty are

. known by a yellowith piece of cloth they -
~ are obliged to wear tied about the crown of
~ their hat, Poor Jews ! I pity them. Ifpers
_ fecution alone proves a religion, as an Irith~
. man in Spain told me it did, in relation to
~ the hardfhips he complained ‘the Roman
- catholics fuffered in that ifland, if, I fay, per-
fecution alone can ‘prove a religion, that of
,the Jews has more right at prefent to be true
than'any. The fa& I believe is, that no ree
ligion is to be deftroyed by Pérfecution,. for
the moment perfons are perfuaded of the
truth of what they believe, let that perfuafion
. be ever {o falfe, yet as their blindnefs makes
them convinced of it, they would facrifice
. every thing in the world to preferveit.

Vor; II1.. N LET-

/
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L'ETTER XVIL

, |
Rome, Thurfday, May 21, |

1 o’clock afternoon.

: WE have had the news this morning of
Bellifle’s having furrendered to the Britifh
arms. I hope it may be true. There isalfo
a report of there having been taken up at
Terracina, three men fuppofed to be the
authors of the late murder. We talk of peace,

but whether with foundation I know not.

I have been this morning to fee the pro- |
é,eﬂion of the Corpus Domini. I was tired |
' with it, as being longerand lefs curious than

thofe in Spain. At Rome they have no
dancing giants or other pretty thihgs of that
‘kind, to divert your eyes. Indeed this capital,
~ in its outward appearance, is the moft like a
proteftant country of any Roman catholic
 town
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town I have ever feen, The fuperftitious
ornaments of their religion abound much
more the farther you go from the capital
of it. It is indeed natural, if we refle&, that
it thould be fo, and the farther any opinion
1s removed from its center the more it dege-
nerates. I was pleafed at the wonder, which
one Sebaftian, a fervant I have juft got out
of the country, fhewed at every thing. He
feems come into a new world from {o little a
place as Bibbiena, from whence I had him.
The magnificence of the proceffion, and of
St. ‘Peter’s church, and the croud of people
and all together, confufed his mind to fuch
a degree, he did not feem to know what to
do. Indeed St. Peter’s is a moft magnificent
edifice, and the oftener I go into it the more-
it ftrikes'me. I have heard fome prejudiced

Englith equal St. Paul’s toit, but they either "

muft have no eyes, or thofe organs muft have
a very dimihifhing effe® with regard to
things fituated out of their native country.

. N2 Thé'
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‘The only part of the proceffion which wa
new to me, was the pile on which the pop
was carried, which was raifed to a grat
height, and fupported by many people whoi
. walked under it. On the top of all, bolftered ’
in with cufhions, knelt the pope, whoft
hands were fupported aloft by a defle made
on purpofe, and in them was raifed to publi
view the conf:crated wafer. Behind hin
were held upon long poles, large fans of
oftrich feathers,” which made him appear #
in the clouds to a {peGator from the ground.
As the pompous machine pafled wé all- knelt
down, whichI have heard in Englaad to be
wrong, but the contrary feems expofing
yourfelf to an offended populace, without any
profit or. honor. After all was over I e
turned part of the way in bodily fear, upot
dccount. of .the eroud of coaches, and my
€oachman has a great propenfity to run foul
of all éarriages he meets in his way. Some
time ago he joftled me againft a cart fuil of
wood, and had like to have overturned the

carriage
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_ carriage, becaufe he would not ftay a
. moment or two till the load was paffed.
I {colded him forit. His reply was, * that .
he had no patience with thofe fellows, who
had fo little refpe& for gentlemen., That
there was a great deal of difference between
them and himfelf. That they carried wood,,
. but he cavaliers.” My anfwer to this was,
_ that what he faid was true, but that if the
wood was overturned, it was only picking it
up again, if an the contrary the cavalier broke
his neck, it would be very difficult to find
out an equivalent remedy.

N 3 ~ LET-
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LETTER XX

Rome, 7 o'clock evening,
Sunday, May 24, 1761.

I HA V.E been this morning to St. Paul’,
a church not out of the gates of Rome, but
near a couple of miles from the inhabitd
. part -of it. 'The walls of Rome at prefent,
are of the fame extent as the ancient
Now, as the city 'is not ‘quite fo populows
and flourithing, as it was in the time of
the emperors, there is a large fpace of
ground within the walls, not only no
inhabited, but even not built upon, Ther
" are plantations of vineyards, and other "
ral produ@ions, juft as if you were in the
country. I imagine, in the days of anc"
ent Rome, that the city had large fub-
urbs likewife adjoining. But there is fome

difference between the capital of the pope’s
territories
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territories, and the metropolis of the greateft
part of the civilized world, as Rome then
was. After having experienced fome . heat
along a large ciuﬁy road, we arrived at St.
Pauls’. Tho’ St. Peter’s is much fuperior,
this church is nothing like equal to its
name fake in London. It is notwithftand-
ing, a handfome Building, and there 1s a
very fine antique colonnade of granite,
that leads up to the principal altar. I fay
the principal altar, becaufe Roman catholic
churches have many of them. That which
is called the principal, ftands in the place
where our communion table does, and then
on each fide, as you go down, there are a row
of others. They call them chapels, where
there is no more than one altar, We juft
walked ‘a little about St. Paul’s, to loek at
‘it and enjoy the coolnefs of its ayles, for
as the fine weather is returned, it begins
now to be a little warm. Sebaftian, who
was with us, ftared about in wonder at the
magnificence of Rome and its enviroms. It

N 4 certainly,
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‘Certainly, take it altogether, is the moft
" .magnificent city'I have ever feen. Florence
is cleaner, and perhaps, more agreeable,
with a prettier country about it, which is
well cultivated, while here near Rome, it s
but badly fo in general. The Romans have
different ideas from other nations. In fecular
governments, commercial, civil, and military
employments, are what are moft fought after,
Here perfons who flatter themfelves with
having talents, immediately endeavour to
" .enter into orders. Indeed it is the only way
in which they can raife themfelves, for who
is not a prelate can have no public office.
The prelature is that ecclefiaftical rank,
-by which perfons are qualified to bear
charges under the government. Indeed thcre;_
‘are the pope’s few officers to his-troops, who
are ,I}Ot. Ptclates, and yet have pofts, fuch as
they are, but even thefe are fubfervient to
their head, the prelate M.onﬁgnor Picgo-
luomini, who is generaliffimo of the papal
 forces,

The
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The fun is juft fet behind Villa Madama.
The fhadows lengthen. Night approaches.

As ufual, I am going to drefs for evening
vifits, |

LET-
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LETTETZR XX

-

Rome, 11 o'clock at night,
Wednefday, May 27, 1761

NO lefs than a lord is come to lodge over
my head, a lord fomething or other, buthe
is an Irith Roman catholic. Stretched upon
my fofa after dinner, to enjoy partly the be-
nefit of fleep, and paftly of building caftles
in the air, I was all on a fudden waked
from my reveries, by an unexpeted noife
~ over head. This noife was not like that of
a man walking. It more refembled that of
the hammers of a paper mill beating flowly:
After the found had patroléd‘ all about the
apartments that are over mine, it came t0
the head of the ftairs, which it defcended:
* The body which caufed it, talked French
in a magiﬁerial accent. After it had pro-

ceeded down flairs, I looked out of the win-
- dow)
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dow, to fee it iffue from the houfe. There

did I behold, as I have fince found him out

to be, my lord’s gvant-coureur, incafed in the
greateft pair of jack boots, which ever ftruck
mortal eye. He had been fent before to

" take an apartment for his lordthip. He had

only a red waiftcoat on, girt with a fort’
of French gilt belt, from which a hanger
depended. The people of this houfe, as well

. as thofe of the adjoining habitation, (where

they drefs my dinner) together with a fwarm
of beggars, were gathered round about him.
He in the middle proudly eminent, {eemed to
give laws to all. From time to time, he
walked two or three fteps backward and
forward. A lane was immediately made,
by the by-ftanders, for wherever he chofe to

pafs. ‘The ftreet re-echoed with the pér(;uf-
fion of his boots againft the ftones. At laft
however, having fixed every thing I fuppofe,
he remounted his horfe, which tho’ of a
diminutive appearance, and feemingly very
unequal to the weight that prefled him, yet
: _urged
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urged by frequent fpurs, the effe of which
muft be confiderably encreafed by the momen-
ium of the boots when in motion, departed
on a gallop. I imagine the man returned to
inform his mafter of his proceedings, and
condu@ him.to the houfe he had fixed for
him. I did not fee his lordthip arrive, as I
fwvas out making vifits at the time he came.
~ When I returned laft night I found my ftair-
cafe illuminated with many lamps, for I
ufed to be content with poking up my way
in the dark, but his lordthip has done me
the favor, to light up the entrance to my
spartments. Upon my coming home this
morning I fent up my fervant to fee, whe-
ther he and his governor were at home,
He left two tickets with my name, fo that

- this evening, or tomorrow morning, they

will probably, return me this geremonial

- vifit.

LET-
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LETTER XX

Rome, half an hour after 12, at noon,
Monday, June 1, 1761.

TH E end of this month ¥ fhall fet off fo¢
Englarid, taking however; a little moune
tainous - air a¢ Bibbien1 in my wiy. His
Yordfhip and governor are removed to more
fpacious lodgings, ds they juftly complained
of thofe ovet lead being too fmall for

-~

them.

"They fay that Cardinal Paolucci’s coach-
man has been put into prifon this mominga
upon fufpicion” of being guilty of the mur-
der of the three women. As the report
goes, he was carrying a pearl necklace to a
jeweller to feH, It was known by fome per-
fon “or other to have belonged to one of
thofé' women. Leave was afked'of his maf* =

ter
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ter the cardinal, to arreft him. It was given
He was taken up. His livery was ftripped
off his back at the prifon door, and he i
now in fafe cuftody. This is the reportof
the day.

On’ friday I went to Tivoli, where Ily
that night, and returned on faturday much
pleafed with my excurfion. Its ancient
name was Tibur, and the river Anio, tumb-
'ling down the rocks, forms very picurefque
fcenes. I agree with Horace in - liking i
better than Lacedemon, or Lariffa, tho' |
never faw either of thofe places.

Me nec tam patiens Lacedzmon
- Nec tam Lariflz percuffit campus opima
Quam domus-Albuniz refonantis,
Et przceps Anio et Tjburmni lucus, et uda -
Mobilibus pomaria rivis. Lib, i, Od. vi

The laﬁ line is Wonderfully exa&, whet
you fee the little cafcades, where the river

hops dewn, from rock to rock, through the
' ' ' ~ rich
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tich fide of a hill. The fylvarum come, ano<
ther expreffion of the fame author, is alfo
equally defcriptive of the olive trees, - which
grow in amazing plenty’ round: about .this
place, and are of fuch a fize, and their {mall
leaves fo interwoven, that they do not give |
a bad idea of a thaggy mane. Over Tivoli
hangs the pretty temple of the Sibyl, which
tho’ {mall, is reckoned of perfe& architec-
ture, but time has deftroyed a great part of
it. Beneath it the whole river falls down
many feet perpendicular, but this univerfal
gufh is not near fo pretty, as the little falls
of water I have mentioned. On faturday
we went to fee the ruins of Hadrian’s villa,
which lie about three or four miles from'
Tivoli. Thefe fcenes of former luxury are
now the refort of all venemous animals,,
ferpents, vipers, lizards, toads, &c. The
extent of the remains is fo vaft, i:_hat it
feems impoffible to be merely the villa of
'that',v'oluptuous prince. Bid your imagina- -
tion ueprefent to you, a fcattered confufion

of

-
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of venerable ruins, overgrown with mofs,
and interwoven with trees, and you have
fome faint idea of the place. But the owl
_ fow reigns here inftead of the infpious Ant-
nous, and the voice of luxury has given
place to the cries of thofe nofturnal birds.
‘Having fatisfied our curiofity, we returned
to dine at Tivoli, and in the afternpon def-
cended from the hills, and drove through
the low country to Rome. |

Rome, 10 o’clock evening,
Tuefday, June 2, 1761.

- I'T is true what I told you of cardind
Paolucci’s coachman being put into prifon,
for the murder of the three women. A3
“foon as the fa was commited many of the
neighbouring inhabitants, as I have already
told you, were confined. From thefe they
learnt who frequented the houfe. It was
found that this coachman had been there.
He had been godfather toone of the women’s
' » children,

-
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children, but the child was now dead. Spies
were immediately fet at his heels, as well as
at thofe of every perfon, who had any con-
ne&ion with the family, and who were not
already in prifon. With regard to fpies, I
do ‘not think there are any cleverer than
thofe of Rome, or that any government has
better - intelligence of the little things that
pafs in their ftate than this. The {pies ob-
ferved that this man, from being very poor
and opprefled with debts, appeared rather in
a better condition. He bought fome furni«
ture for the houfe, where his family lived.
He cloathed himfelf and family better. But
however, as he was a cardinal’s coachman
thefe were not fufficient circumftances to
apprehend him. You can not imagine how
delicate the government is here of touching
a fervant, or any thing that belongs fo car-
dinals or princes. However, at laft he went
to fell the pearl necklace I fpoke of yefter-
day. ‘The {pies, who faw him with it in the
fhop, and obferved that he left it there, went
Vor.ul. . =~ © and
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and informed the governor. The necklace
~ was carried to fome of the people who had
been arrefted upon account of this affair, and
who knew it to belong to one of thefe wo-
men. The pope was acquainted with the
whole. They told him what fufpicions they
had againft the man. But he faid he would
not have -them arreft a cardinal’s coachman
without a moral certainty of his being guilty.
Orders were however. given out, .to appre-
hend him, and a letter was fent at the fame
time to cardinal Paolucci, who was, toge-
ther with his coachman, at his country houfe
at Albano. As foon as the conftables and
bailiffs arrived at Albano, which is near fif-
teen miles from Rome, they firft arrefted the
coachman, and then gave the governor’s
letter to Paolucci. You may ‘imagine. he
could have no objettion againft his coachman
being casried to jail for fo enormous crime.
Accordingly he was brought yefterday ‘to
Rome, and yefterday evening confefled the
whole fa&, His confeffion is as follows.

To
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* To the moft illuftrious and reverend the
¢ lord governor of the pacific city in crimi-

¢ nal affairs, |

“ Rome, in the capital court concerning
* murder qualified with larceny and bur«

‘ glary,

¢ Againft
¢¢. John Albani of Rome, prifoner,

‘¢ Bettini notary

4 The.morning of the tenth of May laft,
* which was the feaft.of whitfunday, the
A folloWing women were found dead in their

“ habitation viz.

¢ Francifca Dei, aged fixty years,
¢¢ Francifca Vetturini, aged fifty years,

“ Anna Dei, aged fixty years.

0 2 ¢ They
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“ They were all three widows, the tw
“ firft living together in their before me
¢ tioned habitation, which was frequent«
“ likewife very much by the third, whoufx
“ to go there to do little fervices, being fi
¢ ter to the former of the two faid cohar
“ tants. Now, as it was believed thatcheybhd
‘¢ been felonioufly murdered the precedin
¢ night, in order to rob the houfe, the mol
“ exal refearches were made to find out tht
¢ author or authqrs of this moft horrid crime

‘¢ Finally however, cognition was had of
s itshavingbeen probably perpetratedbyJoh
‘¢ Albani, of fifty years of age, a Reman by
* birth, andcoachman by profeffion, and Who
“ had been god-fﬁther to one of the childrer
“* of Francifca Dei. He was accordingly 2"
¢ prehended in the city of Albano, bythe off
4¢ cers of juftice, on the- morning of fund
““laft, 31ft of the month of May, and bein
“ conveyed to Rome aud there unpnfoﬂed'

“ he clcarly confeﬁed the fa&, as foﬂOWSh
X ¢ That
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¢ That having known for many- years the
¢¢ above mentioned Francifca Dei, the at
¢ laft got him theé place of poftilion with
¢¢ the mafter that her hufband was then
¢ férving as coachman, and that upon this
¢¢ theic intimacy increafing, he ftood god-
¢¢ father to a daughter the faid Francifea
¢ Dei had by her firft hufband. -However,
¢ Francifca Dei’s firft hufband dying, and
¢ fhe, upon his death, having changed her
4¢ habitation, he had not E)ad an opportunity

¢ of vifiting her any more. He met her, in-

¢ deed, from time to time in the fireets,

 and knew that the was married again to
¢ a baker in Banchi (a part of Rome.)
« This fecond hufband of Francifca Dei’s
« died likewife, and left her in eafy circums
‘ ftances. Although John Albani had never
“ been once in her houfe during all the
« time of her widowhood, and the life of
“ her fecond hufband, paffing, however,
¢ three or four months ago through Banchi,
“ and feeing her at the window, fhe called

. O 3 6¢ {Q
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to him, and told him to come up fhairs g
informing him of that being her prefent
habitation, and fhewing him the houfe,
After having feen every thing in it, he
went away, but returned to make her
a fecond vifit ten 'pr twelve days before
Whitfunday. And laftly, as he was bur-
thened with debts, and did not know how
to maintain himfelf and family, confifting
in 2 wife and two grown up ‘dauilghtersg
and a fbn, he returned to her houfe on
friday, two _da;{s before Whitfunday, about
the Ave Maria,\in- order to i)eg her to

.lend him a couple of zecchins, as he

knew fhe was in good circumftances.
The door was opened to him, upon his
knocking, by Francifca Vetturini. He
afked her whether her companion, Fran-
cifca Dei, was at home, for that he
wanted her to do him a fervice. Frans
cifca Vetturini anfwered, that fhe was
not at home, and that fhe did not know
whether fhe would return that night,

A}

_Francifcy
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* Francifca Vetturini told him, likewife,
““ if he wanted money, that there were no
hopes of his getting any, as her companion
had none. He pretended that he did not
want money, and afked her what time
Francifca Dei would be at home the next
morning. She faid that the would be at
home all the morning, but that he had
better return in the evening. He then
went away. ‘The next morning, the day
‘before Whitfunday, his neceffity prefling
him, he got up early, and refolved to
return to the houfe, and atk Francifca
“ Dei to lend him the two zecchins, (tho’
Francifca Vetturini had denied her, he
probably had a fufpicion that fhe was
at home the evening before,) and in cafe
“ he found only one of the ‘women in the
 houfe, he refolved to murder her, and

‘ take what he wanted of himfelf. In fa&,

"

(43

€¢

€¢

-

£
(1]

(13

after having armed - himfelf" with a fharp
‘ pointed knife fixed into the handle, and
“ after having provided in his mafter’s ftable
04 ¢¢ a thick
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s¢ a thick ftrong flick or club, which he hid
¢ under his livery cloak, he went thus deli-
¢ berately about eleven o'clock™ (fix o’¢cleck
in the morning, according te our way of
reckoning,) * to the houfe. He rung the

“* bell upon being arrived at it. Francifca’

¢ Vetturini, the companion of Francifca
#¢ Dei, opengd the door as foon as the faw
‘¢ who it was, and told him that Francifca
* Dei was not at home, and had not re-

¢ turned home.all night, as the had told .

(14

% him. They talked together fome time,
 and at laft Francifca Vetturini turning:
about as if fhe was going into the kitchenj,
he took this opportunity of giving her

#¢ a blow upon the head with his club or-
bludgeon, which immediately caufed her

[

tq fall down upon the ground ftunned.
¢ He here gave her freth blows with his
# club, and bolted the ftreet door. But
% while he was doing this, _he. heard a
. # woman {creaming in another room. Upon
f¢ which he immediately ran into it, where

| * he

’




€
‘¢
¢¢
(13
[
[
(1
11
«
<
L]
¢e

[18

‘.

(1]

«

c¢

ITALY, GERMANY, &c 217

‘he faw Francifca Dei i itting up in her
bed, with only a thift and bed-gown on.
He immediately applied his club to her
temples, which laid her flat upon the
bed; after having reiterated his blows,
he pulled out his knife, and cutting her

.throat, killed her. He returned into the

room where he had left Francifca Vettu-
rini ftunned upon the floor, and who was
beginning to move a little, and cut her
throat likewife with the fame knife. Af-
ter he had done this, he wiped his hands,
which were all' bloody, with the corner
of one of the fhects belonging to the béd
upon which Francifca Det’s corpfe lay, and
began rummaging the drawers of her
kneeling defk, which ftood by thebed fide.”

(Thefe kneeling defks are very common in .

Roman catholic countries, with four drawers -
in them.) ¢ Out of the firft drawer he took -

({3

in hafte eighteen or twenty pauls, (nine

or ten (hillin;gs,)  two pearl necklaces of

(1)
..

three rows of pearls each, two {mall
| rofaries



238 LETTERS FROM

[
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rofaries of lefler pearls, three folitaires

¢ for women, with croffes pendent from

them ftudded with diamonds, three dia-
mond rings, a pair of ear-rings, with

three pearls each, leaving every thing
elfe in the drawers in confufion ; in which
ftate they were found by the officers of |

¢ juftice when they made their fearch. |

(14
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He flole out of the fecond drawer nine
filver fpoons, and nine plain filver forks.
But while he was fearching the other
drawers to find out where the money
was hid, he heard the ftreet door bell

-ring feveral times. He went on tip-toe

to fee through the key-hole who it
was, and finding it was a woman, -he
refolved to open the door, and kill her
likewife, in order that he might not be
difcovered.  After having opened the
door, he faw it was one Anna Dei, who
ufed to come and do fervices, and dine
in the houfe of the two ‘old women,
being fifter of F_rancifca Dei.  As the

' knew
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#¢ knew that he now and then ufed to come
s¢ to the houfe, fhe had not the leaft doubt
‘¢ of any thing, but entered immediately,
¢ in order to go through the paffage that
¢¢ led to Francifca Dei’s room. He, upon
her being entered, direétly fhut the ftreet
¢¢ door, and followed her with the aforefaid

$¢ club, and at the door of Francifca Dei's

c¢

€¢

bed-chamber, gave her three or four
¢ blows, till, being fallen upon the ground,
¢¢ he cut her throat likewife. Fowever, as
¢ fhe ftruggled much, he was obliged to
¢ attempt it with his knife feveral times
¢ before he compleated the horrid a&. After
$¢ this third murder, he was too much con-
¢t fufed to make any farther fearch in the
¢ houfe of thefe unhappy women; and as
¢¢ {foon as he had wathed his hands a fecond
¢¢ time in a bowl full of water in the kitchen, -
« went away, pulling the ftreet door after
. hirri, which fhut with a latch. He imme-
¢¢ diately went to a feller at fecond-hand’s
#¢ {hop (like our merchants in Rag Fair or

Monmouth
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¢ Monmouth Street,) in St. Barbara’s Lane,
¢ where, by means of a woman, he got
¢ pawned at the mount the necklace of
« {malleft pearls in three rows, receiving
¢ for his pawn forty crowns,” (pretty near
-the fame as Englith crowns,) * and the
¢ ticket of the mount for the rcéeipt of the
¢ ‘necklace. .

The nature of what they call the mount
in Italy is us follows, Imagine the govern-
ment to keep a great pawnbroker’s fhop at
the intereft of fix per cent. ‘This is in a
- few words explaining to you what is meant
by the mount. The idea would rather make
~us laugh in England, if his’ majeﬁy' was to
become a pawnbroker. But it is not a bad
fcheme to raife money, and is introduced
in all,the governments of Italy. If no per-
fon appears within the {pace of three years,
* the pawn 1is forfeited, and publicly fold. "
In fhort, every thing is nelarl_v the fame as
at a .c‘ommon Pawnb:okc;‘r’s, At leaft, this

i
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1s raifing money without burthening the
pubhc, by the voluntary contributions of the
' peoplc, and as ail other perfons are prohi-
bited from exercifing that bufinefs, thefe
«cities are freed from that peft of other great
“tewns, the pawnbrokers.

¢¢ John Albani afterwards went to the
¢ fat woman, who fells things at fecond-
“ hand in the Smith's Lane, and by her
*¢ means pawned nine forks and fpoons for
¢ thirty crowns, which fhe gave him to-
« gether with the ticket of the mount for
% the receipt of the goods. Before he re-
*¢ tutned home, he threw the knife with
¢ which he had murdered the women into
“ a fink there is in the {quare belonging
“ to the Roman coliege near St. Martha's:
“ As foon as he came home he burnt the
“ ftick or club.

"t Tyelve days afterwards he went to the
<« feller at fecond-hand that kives at St.

2 ‘ Andrew



¢2¢ - LETTERS FROM

[ 14

. 66

¢

(1]

[ 14

€

(14

€6

6t

(13

(14

[

(]

[ {3

[ 13

€6

[ 1]

(19

Andrew della Valle, and brought hini
one of the croffes and a pair of ear-rings
to pawn for him at-the mount, which
the feller at fecond-hand did; the firft

‘for ten crowns thirty baioccs, and the

fecond for feven crowns twenty baioccs 3
and two or three days afterwards he went
to another fellers at fecond-hand who
lives near the mount, and made him
pawn for him another crofs and a ring
for i'evcn crowns fifty baloccs; after«
wards returning to the feller at fecond-
hand that lives at St. Andrew della Valle;
he fold him one of the rows of the pearl
necklace, with . the largeft pearls, for
fifty crowns, pretending to be fent by
the owner in order to fell them, and that
he was to have a zecchin if he fold them
well, The other two rows of pearls of

'that necklace, together with the little

rofaries of pearls, and the othér«crofjés
and rings, as well as the five tickets of
the mount, wer e found in his houfe, in

¢ the
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the fearch made there by the ‘officers of
juftice upon Hhis being apprehended. ‘The
money received from thefe pawns he had
partly fpent in paying different debts_of
his, which he particularizes, partly to
provide for what his family ‘and -himfelf
wanted, and the reft was found by the
officers of juftice in their fearch.

¢¢ ‘This confeffion with regard to the mur-
der remains verified, firft, by the recog-
nition of the dead bodies, upon which

the following wounds were found.

¢¢ Wounds found upon the corpfe of
Francifca Vetturini. S

¢ Firft, a wound in her throat, with
recifion of the right hand jugular vein,
‘penetrating quite to the wind-pipe, don¢
by an inftrument incident and perforant.
Secondly, a wound upon” her head, with

laceration of the integuments, made by
¢ repeated
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¢¢ repeated ftrokes, and which beginning
¢ from the left fide of the frontal bone, was
¢ extended quite to the coronal future, ‘with
* fraGture of the fcull, and which pene-
¢ trated fo far as even to fcatter about the
“ matter of the brain, all done by repeated
“ ftrokes of an inftrument mcident and

¢ lacerant.

¢ Wounds found upon the corpfe of Fran-
- % cifca Dei

“ Firft, a wound in her throat, with
“ recifion of the carotis, and laceration of
¢ all the contiguous vafes and mufcles,
¢ caufed by an inftrument incident and
_* l3cerant. Secondly, one in her forehead,
“ caufed by an infrument incident and
¢ perforant. 'Thirdly, one above her left
“ eye, by an mftrument incident and pér-
“ forant. Fourthly, one near the faid eye,
 made by an inftrument incident and per-
“ foraut, Fifthly, one upon the eye-brow

' “ of
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of the right eye, made likewife by an
inftrument incident and perforant. Sixthly,
one ‘upon the left temple, with laceration
of the integuments and entire fralure
of the bone, till part of the matter of
the brain came out, made by an inftru-
ment.incident and lacerant. Seventhly,
one near the faid temple, with frature
of the fkull quite to the matter of the
brain, made by an inftrument incident
and lacerant. Eighthly, one repeated in
the fame place by an inftrument incident
and lacerant, Ninthly, one near the fame
place, made by the fame inftrument.
Tenthly, one on the right-hand fide of the

hinder part of the head, made likewife

by an inftrument incident and lacerant.

““ Wounds found upon the corpfe of

 Anna Dei.

“ Firft, a wound in her -throat upon the

“ epiglotis, mad¢ by an inftrument_incident

Vor. IIL P © “and
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¢¢. and perforant. Secondly, one in the Ieft
¢ jugular vein. Thirdly, one near the
“ carotis on the fame fide. Fourthly, one
“ on the right hand fide near the jugular
“ vein. Fifthly, one near the carotis; all
‘¢ made by an inftrument incident and per-
‘¢ forant, and penetrating to the wind-pipe.
£¢ Sixthly, one upon the bridge of the nofe.
¢« Seventhly, oneabovethelefteye. Eighthly,
‘¢ one upon the frontal bone, where the hair
¢ begins to grow. Ninthly, one on the
¢ other fide likewife, where the hair begins
“ to grow. Ténthly, one on the beginning
"‘., of the coronal future ;. all made by an

- ¢ inftrument lacerant and incident, Ele-
¢ venthly, one in the. palm of her left
“ hand, made by an inftrument incident
“ and perforant.

"The tranflation of thefe wounds as de-
fcribed by the furgeons, may have tired and |
-thocked you, befidés, I have not been able |

« to tranflate them well, as I do not know
the
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the proper technical terms of furgery. But
to continues ’ T
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¢ Notwithftanding part of the above mén-
tioned wounds were. adjudged by the
learned furgeons to have been caufed by
an inftrument incident and lacerant, -yet,
upon their being juridically examined
a fecond time, by the reafons there given,
they do not exclude their having poffibly
been cauféd by an inftrument contundent
and lacerant, as a club or ftick, and in
part the caufe of the deaths of thefe
unhappy women.

t ‘T'he confeffion with regard to the mur-
der remains verified, fecondly, by the
dead -bodies being found in the fame poﬁ-.
tion as defcribed by the prifoner,. with
the theet-and bowl of water ftained with
blood. '

Pa “Thidy,
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“ Thirdly, by the acquamtance be had
« with the three deceafed women, s -
¢¢ counted by himfelf, and verified by divers
¢ witnefles, which gave him an eafy entranc
¢t into the houfe, when, on the contrary,
“ they were very cautious of opening the
o doot to any perfon elfe, till they knew
- o the quality of him that demanded ad-
* miflion,

¢ The confeffion with regard to the rb-
* bery remains verified, firft, from the pre-
¢ exiftence and deficiency of the befor
* mentioned ftolen goods, according to tht
¢ depofition of various witnefles : (ihe wits
nefles named).

. Secgmdly, from the inciting caufe 0
* commit this robbery, deduced from tht
¢ prifoner’s extreme poverty, confefled !y 4

“ himfelf, and provcd by various witnefles:
(witnefles named).

£ Thll‘dl];
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#¢ Thirdly, by the money fpent wltra vires,
for he paid many debts with which he was
burthened, as he himfelf confefled, and
which is verified by the credxtors them-
felves;  (The creditors named‘)

¢ And fourthly and laftly, the confeflion
with regard to the robbery remains verie

fied by the fale of one of the rows of

pearls to the feller of fecond hand things
at St, Andrew della Valle, according to
the depofition of the fame, and by the
five tickets of the mount, found in the
prifoner’s houfe, as well as the remainder
of the ftolen goods, with part of the mo-
ney received upon thofe that were pawned,

and the goods were proved to be the fame

the unhappy women had in their pofieffion

by the before mentioned witnefles, and the i

¢ fellers at _fecond;-hand depofed upon oath,

€¢

that they pawmed for the prifoner the

“ abave mentioned things, &c¢. &c. &c.

P3 . Wednefday;

~
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Wednefday, June 3, x961.
. 1 o’cleck in the afternoon.

THE governor was prefent yq{terday
evening at a converfatione, or aflembly, where
I went. He faid that John Albani had made
him two requefts. The one was to have 3
particular confeflor, and the ather to have |
more to eat. ¢ I know, faid he, I am to di¢ |
¢ in a fhort time. At leaft feed me well |
¢¢ while I live.® And yet the go.vernmcnt
allows prifaners in jail nine pence a day,
but he"was not coﬁtented with that fum.
The governor fays,. he believes no prifoners
have fo much allowed them as they have
here. I could not anfwﬁr him yes or no,
with regard to ours, tho’ T believe the_y live
but poorly, if they have not fomething of
their own. They fay Albani will be ex-
ecuted in about 2 fortnight. His death is to
be mazzolatzon, an Italian word which m¢ans,
;hat he 1s firft to be knocked dawn with a

mallet
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mallet like an ox, and thén have his throat
cut. Indeed it is the very fame fate he made
the poor women fuffer. It is an uncommon
punithment here at Rome, and only for great
crimes. They generally hang as we do*
They -never break upon the wheel, any
more than in Great Britain. ‘The govern-
ment, with regard to criminal proceedings,
16 q:rtair}ly much too mild here, - |

Rome, 1 o'clock afternoon,
Thur{day, June 4, 1761.

AS a proof of the great mildnefs, or
rather relaxation of this government with
regard to criminal affairs, T will bring you’
an example, which happened yefterday, and
of which my fervant Sebaftian was witnefs.
It happened in Piazza Navona. As he was
pafling through it about five o'clock in the
afternoon, he faw two men quarrelling.’
One flung a flone at the other, which hit’
him upon the breaft. He who had received’

Pa | , the
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the blow went up to the other, collared
him with his left hand, and with his right
plunged his knife thrice into him. This he |
did with all the apparent phlegm and tran-
,quillity in the world, He then walked at |
Leifure to the fieps before St. Agnes's church,
where he could mot be apprchended, and
patrolled up and down them with as much
quiet as if he had been taking'a contempla- |
tive walk, The other in the mean time
began crying out and fhewing his wounds.
He had one in his armi, another in his breaft,
‘but Sebaftian did nat fee: where the third
ftruck. He drew up the fhirt of his wonnded
arm, which was peuring out bleed, He
was only in a waiftcoat. He put his-hand
likewife many times upon the wound in
his breaft, which fhed blood top, but in lefs
_quantity, -and cvery. time he touched it,
he buift out into tears afrefh, Sehaftian, who

was'in company with another fervant, then

came away. It is dangerous in this coun-
try to be flaying where byoils are, For
\ when
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when the officers of juftice come, they put
all prefent into jail, fome as accomplices and
others as witnefles, The criminal, who gene»
rally takes refuge in a church, is the only
perfon that can not be touched. Indeed they
difcharge thofe who are not guilty, after
fome days imprifonment, but ftill, it is hard
to be fent into confinement and endure al}
the hardthips of it, tho’ far ever {o fhert a

_ time,

‘There is nothing farther material ahout
the coachman. It feems he had been a bute l
cher, fo that he was praiced in the art of
killing. - He has not only demanded to eat
bettcr; but to have a better bed during the
little time he is to live.” It feems he went -
up ftairs and marked the door of the people
that lived over the rooms where the women
were murdered, with. blood, in order that
the fufpician of the murder might fall upon,
them. He fays he was fo confufed, that he
had very little fear about him, except of fee-

ing
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~ ing what he had done. ~ They report that he
has beén guilty of other crimes. I thiok
.1 thould make an excellent ordinary of New-
gate. When I return to England I believel
_fhall take orders, and you muft get me pro-
moted to'that paft. |

LET.
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LETTER XKL

\

Rome, five o’clock afternoon, ..
Saturday, June 6, 1761.

A S I think you like to fee nature unful-
lied, I 'will tranflate you a letter of Sebaf+
tian to his patron in Tufcany. As he Is
. gone out to buy me a fword-knot, I have time
to copy it. He has given it me unfealed to
inclofe in one of mine. You may think it
a breach of truft to read a fervant’s letter,
. but as they do not contain plotsagainft the
ftate, I hope it is a crime that may be par-
doned. I will endeavour to preferve the
fiyle in the tranflation, It is as follows,

Rome, June 6, 1761,

¢ My dearett fir,
* You can nqt imagine the pleafure I had
v €6 13
, m
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“ in ieéciving a letter from you, Iamu
¢ glad as poffibly can be, to hear you be
* well in health agd all your good famiy.
¢ Heaven preferve you fo. I, thank heaven,
¢ am well, So is Signor Chriftopher, (mean-
* ing me,) heaven preferve him. Where we
¢ live is very good air. It makes one eat?
¢¢ great deal. But I keeps to the rule you
¢ gave me, when I left Bibbiena, Jeatsu
§¢ httle as I poflibly can. As for chawing
¢ rheubarb, I does not think I have occafior
#¢ at prefent for it. , If I finds- any thing
« if I finds any oppreffion upon my ftemach,
“ I will begin chawing it immediately. ¥
] be always as I be now I am content. I
‘¢ have feen 2 great many fine things hereat
* Rome, fine palages, and fine churches
“ For ncws at Rome, alf I can tell youis
« that,v ‘as they tell me, a coachman is tob¢
¢¢ executed next week. He was the, coach
¢ man of a cardinal, Killed three womet-
‘“ And this happened the day before whit

* finday, Now he goes that marming ©
1 , ¢ her
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¢ ber houfe, having been godfather to her
¢¢ child, and he gives her the good morrow
¢« with killing her; and this was not enough,
“ he cut the throat of another woman fhe
¢ had in the houfe; and when he had done
¢ all this, he began rummaging the houfe, to
¢ carry away what he liked beft. Now
¢ while he was doing - this fome bady knock-
¢« ed at the door ; now this was another wo-
“* man that came in fearch of death, and he
* heard this knocking, and fo he looked and
¢ faw it was a womau, 2 friend of his, and
 fo for fear of being found out, he killed
“ her too; and he has fince been found qut,
‘¢ and he is now in jail. 1 was going out a |
2 walking the day after the proceffion of the
“ Corpus Domini, and a quarrel fell out
‘¢ between a bailiff and another coachman
¢ of one of thefe cardinals, but I do not
“ know what his name be. And fo thefe
““ gave ene another blows with fticks, and
“ wounds with a knife. And all this hap-
¢ pened near me, but I runs away as quick

(14 as

-~
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¢ as I could, gets into ‘4 houfe: For yoiu
“ know the faying rumores fuggae, and I
¢¢ likes to fleep in 4 whole fkin. I does not
*¢ love quarrels. And three or four -days
¢ ago I was in Piazza Navona, and "I was
¢ Jooking at the great fine fountain there,
¢ and 1 fees a man take g flint that lay at
“ my feet, arid fo he flings it at another,
“ and fo the other comes to this that was
« ftanding fo juft clofe by me, ard fo he
¢ gives him three blows with his knife,
¢ You may imagine what a terrible fright 1
“ muft be in. I trembled like 4n afpen
¢ leaf, and my legs were thaking under me,
“ as if they had been reeds, and thefe fine
“. things happen here every now and then,
« And then hear how light handed they be.
¢ Well! I would never have believed 1it,
“ They ftole two handkerchiefs out of rhy
¢ pocket, that were worth two pauls, (a
fhilling,) in one morning. I puts my
¢ hand into one pockét, and there was no

« handkerchief. I puts my hand into t’other
| ' - ¢ pocket,
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¢¢ pocket, and there was no handkerchief

neither ; and fo you fee one muft take care
¢¢ here, and this is the fine news of this

&¢

€<

town. I fupplicate you to give my ref-
¢ pe&ts to all the good family from me. -
¢"And when you write to fignor mafter of
L you'r- children, tell him that I did write to

¢ him, but as how, that he has never wrote

““ to me. - And pray my refpe@s to him,
¢ and I pay the fame to your moft illuf- -
¢ trious, fignorthip. . And I remain heartily
<¢ defifous of your orders, and kifling your

¢¢ hand till death,  &c.

¢¢ Pray be fo good to falute Betty and
* Angelo, and tell the young ladies I will
w bring'the'm all the rofaries’ and things.
*« Excufe my boldnefs, but be fo good to
% fend the inclofed to Signor Domenico.”

This is Sebaftian’s l_etter, in which, as1
faid before, you may fee nature undifguifed.
Coming from, the country into a great town,
the poor fellow finds himfe!f loft in it.

; ‘ 'L E T-
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L £ TTER XX

Rome, five o’clock in the afternoon,
Tuefday, Juneg, 1761.

H AVING given you the confeffion of

Jobn Albani, you fhall now have the defence
“his counfel made for him. You may think
it curious to hear talk of defence, when a
" man has confefled himfelf guilty. It is fo,
but notwithftanding this, John Albani was
defended after his confeffion by Jofeph Afce-
volini, advocate for the poor. There is this
office of advocate for the poor in all the
courts of juftice in Italy. It is a lawyer paid
" by the government, to be counfel for the
’ prifoners. Bluth, England, land of libei-iy,
not to have a fimilar charitable provifion in
thy ifland. In vain is it faid, the judge is.to
be counfel for the prifoner. ‘The judge can

not frequent jails, and have private inter-
views
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yiewé with the malefators, and teach them
what to ¢enceal, and what tobring out in
evidence. Nay, do sot I fee the very conw
trary, that the govcmmen't' pays 2 man to be -
counfel for the crowa, or counfel againft
the prifoner ? And fhall poer unhappy offend-
ers enjoy lefs ptivileges on Britith ground,
than where we fay tyranny and oppreflion

le? Thefe are, however, too ftrong words
for a monarchical government. Bluth then,
I fay.again, my npative country, and own,
that tho’ thy fubes in general enjoy advan- .
tages beyond thofe of other nations, yet in
this particular Ttaly triumphs, With regard
to the advocate for.the poor’s defence of .
John Alhani, after his having confefled the
ctime, it is a8 follows, It is addrefled to the
fupreme tourt of judzcatun: of Rome. After

having repeated the mnfcﬂion, it continues
thus.

* In confequence of the firegoing, gon=
“ fefhhon; fo faid to be verified in the greateft
Voo 0. Q. % par

~
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¢¢ part of its circumftances, which we fhall
‘¢ confider hereafter, the moft vigilant ex-
« chequer (fifcus-in Jatin) maintains, that
¢ the prifoner John Albani having confefled
¢ the three before mentioned murders, with
«¢ the undeniable and aggravating circum-
* ftances of treachery and robbery, ought
“¢ with diligence to be configned to the ex-
¢ ecutioner, to fatisfy injured juftice by :
¢¢ public death, in order to deter people, by
‘¢ his example, from fimilar excefles for the

|
¢ future. - C |

. ¢ We however, tho’ ftreightened in time,
‘¢ the procefs having only been configned to
¢ us yefterday, friday sth June, fo that we
“ muft form the prefént defence to day, fa-
¢ turday 6th, in order that it may be printed
¢ to morrow, {funday the 7th, to be diftributed
¢ the day after, monday the 8th, the day
“ preceding the determination of this caufe,
<ol T fay, tho’ thus ftreightened in time,
¥ ave not in the leaft loft our courage,
: f," neither
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neither from the aforefaid confeffion, nor
from the vulgar axiom, * Non* ¢f confeff
caufa tuenda res;” and on the other hand we
confider, with reafon, the clemency of our
moft facred prihce, who has not only en-
trufted us with the defence of thofe who
are innocent, ¢ + a calumnia liberentur,
but has particularly charged us with the
protettion of the guilty, Ne  plus &quo et
wltra crepidam muléientur,

¢ We even hope with confidence froin
what we fhall fay, nofwithﬁanding the
before mentioned confeffion of the prifo-
ner, that this fupreme tribunal, fo full of

“ juftice and equity, and who in the exami-

[{3

nation of the moft horrid mifdemeanours,

® The caufe of a criminal who has confefled is not to

be defended.

 which juftice reguirer.

# That they may be freed from ca'lumny.

1 That‘they may not be punifhed beyond the mark

. mz s« irq[citaf
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 jrafestur * dumtaxat crimini fed non reo, will
% fave the wnhappy prifoner from capital
¢ punithment, as we alfo hmnbly fupplicate
4 in his name,

% 'There is no doubt, but that the confef-
“ fion of a prifoner, when fufpe&ed of fug-
_ % geflion and fubornation, or when it is not
- “* verified by the generical proof of the crime,
™ is not to be in the leaft regarded, asthe
¢ following authors obferve, with regard to
¢ fuggeftive confeflion; Boffius de exam.
¥ reorum, num. 13, Cartar de interroga-
* tione reorum, lib. 2: éap. I, num. §3, et
 num, 581, and Farinacci talks learnedly
‘¢ upon this matter in his 811t queftion, from
 nurh, 309, to num. 313, as well as Ver-
T - miglioli in his criminal counéil 18, pum.
‘¢ 19, and Conciol. in his alleg. 61, num. 25,
- * and in his criminal refolut. word confef-
¢ fion, refolut. 23, num. 1, and with. i‘:gard
* to a confeflion not verified by’ the fpecxﬁc

* Bears enanity to the crime alope, and not to &e cn—

minal,
‘ cxrcumﬁmces
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€¢ circwatitances of the crime; the followmg
#¢ awthoss migintain its haviag ne weight™
(Aftes haviag mentionod twenty authors,)
*s Concieh under the werd confeffion sefol.
¢ 158, pame 3 fays, “ Im order that a con-
“ fcﬁmi may have ita offe® agriaft the
€ cenfeﬂba it muft be werified v 3 the
¢ circumflanees and qualificationa confefled
¢ by the prifoper, whethor the eonfeflion be
¢ {pantaneeus ar farced by forments,”” And’
¢ Fargiuacci- fays, this is the common opi«
* nion of the larned, whom Giovagnoni,
“ Guazzipiy §c. follew; and Vermiglioli
* in: his con. 18, mpm. 38, fays, ¢ This
‘¢ principally takes place when thofe who:-
¢¢ have confefled, deslare,. for example, that:
“ certain hlows were given uppn the back
 part of the head with an iron bar, apd yet
“ this circumftance 3s well'as others can not.
“ be verified, as it is neceffary they fbould be for
‘¢ a confeffion to bave force to the detriment of the

“ confelfon,!” &s. Naw this undotbeedly holds
* good, with regard to the punifhing of a de-

Q3. ¢ linquent

Al
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e linquent capitally, as in the prefent cafe,
¢ upon the authority ofa confeffion fo much
¢ to be criticifed as this; for according to
¢ the maxim, Nemo* ¢ff dominus membrorum
s fuorem, concerning which the following
¢ authors, &c. Our provident laws there-
¢ fore, which unite juftice with merey, only
¢ regard in capital punithments, be the cafe
‘ what it may in others, that clear, true and
“ fincere confeffion, which is not fubje& to
¢ any criticifm intrinfical or extrinfical,
#¢ according to the divifion the following au-
"¢¢ thors- make, &c. and Concilioli, under
¢¢ the word' confeffion fays, that a confeffion,
¢ to be called certain, muft be made con.
¢ cerning a fa& which is certain, with a
¢ certain place, time, and other éircum.
“ ftances exprefled, otherwife. it is of no
¢ force, as the following authors confirm,
¢ &c.”

# No perfon has power over his own life.

Our
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Our author having laid down thefe premif-
fes, goes on to prove John Albani’s confef-
fion not to be valid upon two reafons, ¢ firft
«¢ of all becaufe it is fuggefirve, and fecondly,
¢¢ becaufe it does not agree with the ¢ircum-
“ ﬁances of the crime.”* ‘The latter reafon’
you wxll underftand, the firft perhaps may

want fome explanation. But the worft is, |

I do not know whether I am able to explain
it to you, however, I will try. By the word
Juggeftion, we mean in this country any fign, or
hint, or otbei’ a& caﬁﬁng or leading the cri-

minal to ‘confefs what otherwife _hc might. '
not have done. For example. A judge can-

not in the middle of an examination afk the
criminal abruptly, what he did in fuch a
placle fuch ‘a day, becaufe the criminal might
poflibly forget himfelf, and thinking to ex-
cufe what he did there, confefs at the fame

time that he was fuch a day in fuch a place.
I will give you a‘fecond example, taken from

the preﬁ:nt fa&, which is what the advocate
for thc poor is going to buxld his firft defence

Q4 upon. -
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upos. When Joha Albani was firft takem up,

- he deniod the fa ; but the judges carrying

bim into his own houfe, and making 2 genc.
1al fearch in his. prefence, he afterwards. can- |
fefled it. This, fays the advocate for the
poar, was not alting legally, for his firk

. denial being confuted by things found in bis
- houfe contradi®ory to what be had faid, it

. induced him to 3 confeffion. They had afked
‘him what thers was in his drawers ; he bad |

seplied, ¢ three tickets. of the mount ;™ they |

~ found five, and fo op in many other things,

This is what the Italians mean by fuggefiive
interrogations, which are not permjtted in
thefe courts. of juftice, But they make ufe
of tortures to extort confeflion, which are
\ﬁo_rfe. You muft not however, thihk that
thefe torments gre ufed arbitrarily. There
muft be a'gertain degree of conviétion, before
they are applied, The kind of tarture they
~ generally inﬂié’cl is the cord, which is fufpend«
ing a man in the air by his hands, which
arc ticd behind him, Sure, with regard tq

" i,
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this, Baglapd triuaphs avex Italy. Is.it gor
more hwmawe ta tsy to gat at the yuth by
artful examination than by tortures? Not
that- a pesfos when forced by pain can,, tho’
innocant, confefs himfelf guilty, as is. ima-.
gined ip. England, for thay exped the con-
fefian to be verifiad in cvery que of s cire.
cum@andes.; beldes, a criminal is. always.

taken dawn fros the rack before he;begins.
to confi(e, - Rut ta lrave: my remarks, and
continue the advocase for the paor’s defence-

 However, pafling aver tha befars men-
“ tianed. undoubted- theoriss to come to qur
“ prefent. cafb, iz sanfkbe. granted,. that the:
“ prifonsr canftantly demied the fadk in his
“ firft examination of the 33ft May, confef--
“ fing only tohave reesived the things pawn--
“ ed fragn, a man in a livery coat, and whem.
“ he knew: only by“fight, and: for whom he-
“ wend to. the moupt, and received the mo-
“ ney for the aforefaid pawns with three
“ tickets of the mount. The money he faid

- ¢ he
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“ he gave the man in the livery coat, and
<t that the three tickets were at his houfe.

"<t Nor can ‘it be denied that immediately
“ after this examination, a general perqui-
¢ fition was made in his houfe and in his

“. prefence, and that befides the three tickets -

¢ of the mount which the prifoner had con-
¢ fefled to have  there, two -others were

* found, with goods belonging to the un-

o happy deceafed women.

- % Nor can it be denied that this perquifi
*. tion, made according to our opinion ciira *
“ meceffitatem, in the prefence of the prifoner,
“ (as the exchequer could have made it le-
“ gally by witnefles, and then in due time
¢ have contefted it to the prifoner, as the
“ moft learned prelate of the exchequer
¢ clearly- tells us,.in his criminal inftruc-

.- % tions, where he never mentions the pre=

® Without ncceffity,

- ¢ fence
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fence of the prifoner, -cap. 6, num. 126,
and fol. f. and cap. g, from num. %6 to
s¢ fol. g.) was the fole and precife caufe

({1

L

of - his confeffion the enfuing morning;
in which he has accounted as well for
¢¢ the five tickets found in his houfe (which
<< five tickets, you, fir, found in my boufe yefterday
“ in my kneehng defk. Procefs, fol. 21%) as
s¢ likewife for the goods-ftolen from the
-#¢ unhappy women, found likewife in the
¢ prifoner’s houfe. (And the reft of the goods
¢ I flole, which I bad put into the knecling defk
« gt home, you, fir, found them there in my
“ prefence,-and in that of the witmfes. Procefs,
“ fol, 218.) - °

LY

¢ Now if fuggeftion is lawfully verified,

“ cither when the judge queftions the pri-
‘¢ foner concerning the particular circum-
 ftances and qualities of the: crime com-
“ mitted; verb. gr. Whether he killed
¢ Sobn an Oakes (Tit\is) on fuch a day, in

~ % fuch a place, wounding him in his breaft
“ with a fword, knife, or other inftrument,

¢ according
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¢ accarding to the precife terms of De. Ange-
“ lis, &c. withwhom agree Vermiglhioli,. &c.
¢ qor when the judge indicates to 3 negative
¢¢ prifoner the particular arguments of the
“ crime he is accufed of, fes Adden, &c.
- '¢¢ and Farinacci, &c. which latter fays, that
e g judge, to aveid fuggeftion, ought not
“¢ even.to read to the prifoner the depofi-
‘¢ tions of the witnefles, as alfo Chartar,
* &c. &c. Now this being the cafe, what
« greater fuggefiion can’ there be than what
« was caufed by the fitmation of the pri-
¢ foner. upon.feeing his. héu‘ﬁe {earched befare:
‘¢ his eyes, and two tickets: ef the maeunt
“ found in it, which he had not confeffed,
‘¢ befides other things belonging to the un-
¢ happy women, which- he had likewifs
¢ pafled- over in filence. He muft then,
*¢ with reafon, imagine that thefe things be-
* ing found in his defk, proved the falfity of
“ his firft affertions, and perfuaded the judge |
¢ of his being guilty, now Burfatti, &c. huold
it as. fuggeftion in whatever manner his
1 ' B ~ crime
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crime is notified to a negative delinquent,
as elfo Amen, &c.

*¢ And, in fa&, the words «of the prifon-
er’s fecond confeflion above related, and
the thort interval of a few hours from his
firft negative to his fecond affirmative
confeffion, fufficiently prove that he was
ftruck with the judicial perquifition made
in his prefence, dnd finding himfelf dif-
covered, and almeft convited, he refolved
to confefs what he had firmly denied but
a few houts before the judicial perquifi-.

s tion.

¢ From hence, therefore, no perfon can

¢¢ deny this confeflion to be fuggeftive, and

119

as fuch void of weight, Vermiglioli, &c.

¢ efpecially fo as to. deliver the confeffor
& to capital punifiment, Cyriac, &c.

¢ Now if the fecond confeflion of our
pnfoner 1s not to be regarded, fo as to
¢ deliver ,
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deliver him up to capital punithment, as
being, with foundation, fufpetted of fug-
geftion, which we have hitherto been

¢ proving, much lefs ought it to be re-

s¢
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garded, as it is not at all verified, but even
contraditted by the circumftances of the

crime.

¢ This truth will be manifefted by call- |
ing to memory; that the prifoner fays in |
his confeflion, that he killed the three
unfortunate women with a ftick or club,
and a knife. Now, on the contrary, the
fifcal furgeon, Francis Pignotti, does not |
make the leaft mention of an inftrument
contundent and lacerant, fuch as is a ftick
or club, but' excluding that abfolutely,
fays, and repeats with ‘confidence feveral
times, that the wounds found upon the
before mentio;{ed three bodies were made
by two different inftruments, one incident
and perforant, and the other; incident and
lacerant, as may be feen abovg_“&c ,
e Befides
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" . ¢ Befides this, the 'prifonef confefles to
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have given three blows with his club upon
‘the head of Francifca Dei, and a cut with
his knife. when he cut her throat, fo that
according to the foregoing confeffion, four
wounds ought to have been found upon
the body of the aforefaid Francifca. On the
contrary, the learned furgcdn found ten,
fix made by an inftrument incident and
lacerant, and four by an inftrument in-
cident and perforant, as procefs, fo. 10 to
14. Three wounds ought to have been
found upon the body of Francifca Vettu-
rini, two upon her head, and apother
in her throat, as the prifoné.r' confefled
to have given her two blows with his
ftick upon the hinder part of her head, and
thén cut her throat : .(procefs, &c.) But
the learned furgeon mitius agendo® with
the bady of the aforefaid Francifca Vet-

¢ turini, found only two wounds upon it, -

* Alting more mildly.

SERY “ one
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¢ ont maede by an inflrument intedenit and
¢ lacerant, and the other by an infiywsnent

“ incident and petforant, sotarding te pro-
¢ gefs, Suc. }

“ And finally, the body of Anna Dei, |
¢ whom he killed the third, ought at maft
* to have had three or four wounds upon
¢« the head, and fome others towards the
¢ throat, as the prifoner canfeflos to have
-« given the faid Anna Dei threc of four
“ blows upon her head behind, and differem
¢¢ wouunds with his knife towards her throat,
“ (Proc. &c.) But the dearned furgeon
¢ i more liberal with the body of the un-
¢ happy widow, and finds eleven woeunds
“ upon it, between thofe upon the head and
“ the throat, declaring that fix of them
% proceeded fraom . an inftrument incidlent
“ and perforant, and the other five from 2n
‘. nftrument incident and lacerant, as may
* be feen, &c. '

é¢ Before
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Before I go on I will make a remark. I
think what the advoeate for the poor fays
with regard to the wounds received, does
‘not agree with the lift I have already given
you of thofe ‘woundss However, this does
not caft any blemith upon the trial, for, as
I have received it piece-meal, and it came
to mre through very different hands, the #ex?
may have been cerripred. 1t is difficult to
get thefe trials, as they are not made public
as with us. I was forced to get part of
it copied out in a hurry by one friend, and
part by another. As each has abridged things
according to their inclination, it is no won-
.der if there is fome difference. The defence
goes on thus. '

* In the foregoing irfeconcilable dontra-
* di&tion then, between the circumftances of
“ the-crime and the confeffion of the pri-
“ foner, which of thefe two proceedings

“ ought to prevail? If we are to have

¥ regard to the circumftances, in that cafe

Yoi. ML R “ I an-



[

[ {4

. ¢

[
(19
[ 14
({4
[ {4
({3

[ (]

[
({3

(13
&¢
(13
{3
{4

28 - LETTERS FROM

I anfwer, that the prifoner’s confeffior
being manifeftly contradi@ory to man)
fubftantial circumftances regarding th
aforefaid crime, it can not have
effe® againft him ftrong enough t
deliver him over to the hands of th
hangman, * ad expiandum morte natwi
crimen, and this is corroborated by th
clear teftimony of the foregoing author,
&c.

¢« If, on the other hand, we ought
regard the confeffion of the- prifoner,
this cafe with courage I anfwer, that th,
being void of the indifpenfibly necefiiy

verification of the circumftances, is rer

“dered entirely invalid, and ought to b¢

torn into ‘the {malleft pieces, as the fil
lowing authors clearly, excellently, and

unanimoufly maintain in ‘favor of a pr

“ foner, who has confeffed himfelf guilty

# To expiate his crime by death,
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¢ but whofe confeflion does not agree with

** the circumftances of the fa&ts, &c. &c.
' &c.

“ The fagacious exchequer was conicious
of the foregoing infuperable difficulty, and
‘“ has attempted to remedy it in the beft
““ manner poflible, by hearing afrefh the
learned furgeon Francis Pignotti, and
uniting with him the other furgeon of
¢ the prifons, Charles Guattani. Thefe
“ now pretehd to maintain that the wounds
¢ found upon the heads of the three un-
‘“ happy women, although declared by the
‘ firft mentioned to have been caufed by an-

“ inftrument incident and lacerant, accord--

11

(3

<¢

“ ing to his firft recognition, (procefs, page
“ 9 to 19, &c.) might alfo have been made
* by a club or ftick, which is an inftrument:

“ contundent and lacerant (procefs, page-
“ 287 to 294, &c).

R 2 “ But
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‘¢ But this new inquifition has'been made
“ unneceflarily, ufelefsly, and illegally.
¢¢ Unneceflasily, becaufe, even tho” we fup-
« pofe the firft inquifition of the learned
¢ furgeon seconcileable with the confeffion ’
« of the prifoner, as far as regards the in- |
¢ ftruments with which the faid prifoner
¢« wounded the unhappy wemen upon the
“ head, notwithftanding this, the other
¢¢ plain contraditions of ‘matters of fa&
¢ between the confeflion of the prifoner
* and thofe circumftances of the crime pro-
‘¢ duced by the learned Pignotti, coneerning
¢ the number and nature of the waunds,
« can never be reconciled. And thefe will
‘“’always be an invincible obftacle in the
¢¢ prefent tsial again{t the admiffion of the
¢ two before-mentioned adts, the inquifition
$¢ of the furgeoﬁ,- and the confeflion of the
“ prifoner, as being contradiGtory and ex-
¢ clufive of each other, according to the
“¢ following learned authors, &c. &e.

¢ Ang
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And, fecondly, this new inquifition has
been made ufele(sly, becaufe, among the
inftruments capable of .deftroying life,
there are inftruments dncidentia ¢t perfo-
ranuid, which wound by a point, amd
penetrate through the body, as knives and
fmall fwords. There are, likewife, ih-
{ftruments incidestia.cl lacerantia, and which
wound by cutting, as {cymitars, broad-
fwords, and other fimilar arins, and there
are likewife infiruments comfundentia et
Iaceram"a, which, inftead of penetrating
and cutting, break the bomes, and in
breaking them fear the fkin, as clubs,
flones, &, Every perfon knows this,
and the divifion is clearly made in the
general edicts of this tribunal, in the 3'2,
34 and 39 pardgraphs, where pointed
arins are diﬁinguifhed under the name

“of incident and perforant ; cufting arms

“ under that of incident and lacerant ; and
* fticks, ftones, clubs and bludgeons, under
* the name of arms contundent and lacerant,

‘R3 R
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It may probably be true that the recog-
nition of the dead bodies made by Pig-.
notti, and defcribed by divers wounds
about ‘their heads, with fraGure of the
fcull, and lofs of part of the fubftance of
the brain, may carry along with it the
neceflity of the inftrument having been
contundent and lacerant, as Guattant is
kindly of opinion to favor his campanion,
(procefs, page 289 to 292,) to which Pig-
notti, without doubt, agrees in his new
opinion, (procefs,.'page 292 to 294) but
notwithftanding this, it will always re-
main undeniable, that an inftrument con-
tundent and lacerant can never be included
under the name of an inftrument incident
and lacerant, as the two learned furgeons

erroneoufly fay in their new opinion, to

fupport the word incident, made ufe of

by the faid Pignotti (procefs, page 291

-and 293), for a contundent inftrument

€an not scide, as is known to every perfon.

¢ The
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“ The judgment, therefore, being mani~
feftly e}rqneous in this material point,
confequently rendersall proceedings againft
the prifoner null and void, according to
the following authors, &c. &c. &c. or thofe

¢ proceedings being authentic, as the con-

feffion of the prifoner manifeftly contradi@ts
them, it is thereby entirely rendered void,
and confequently of no force, particularly
with regard to condemning the prifoner
to death, as we have already conclufively
proved, &c.

“ Laftly, this new inquifition has been
illegally made, becaufe the judge ought
“ merely in points like thefe to fearch out

¢ the truth, and not extort it, for, notwith-

“ ftanding the heinoufnefs of the "crime,

“ he is not permitted ' * tranfgreds leges, a

“ privilege only referved to the fovereign

“ prince. 'They ought not, therefore, to

* To tranfgrefs againft the law, .
' R4 4 Have
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have read the confeffion of the prifoner ta
the two learned furgeans, but to have quefs
tioned them, how a fratture of the ﬂ&till,
and lofs of part of the fubftance of the
brain, was caufable by an inftrument inci.
dent and lacerant, in order to hear from
their own learning, whether they could
have given a conclufive anfwer to their
demands. In this manner they would
have fought after the pure and naked
truth. On the contrary, in the prefent
cafe, the learned furgeons, Pignotti and
Guattani, heing informed of the prifoner’s
confeflion, and by that being perfuaded
of Pignotti's miftake in defcribing the in-
ftruments, by which the unhappy women
were wounded upon the head, what won-
der is it if they have both attempted to
palliate the error.of the former, by de-
fending it in the beft manner they could }
It would, indeed, be wonderful (and,
therefore, I neither can nor will ﬁ)ppofo
it) if this fupreme tribunal was to allow

1 . g
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a fimilar amendment, fo -eontrary o all
the rulesand reafons adduced by the fols
lowing authers, &c. &c. &,

*¢ We will new briefly produce the third
exeeption, which we have thought pro-
per to alledge againtt the confeflion of the
prifoner John Albani, And this coniifts
in the want of verification of the fame in
a fubftantial point, fuch as is that of his
throwiixg the knife, with which he cut
the unhappy womens’ throats, into the
colm'mon féwer, in the {quare of the Ro-
man ¢ollege, near St. Martha's. (Proceft
page 214..) This circumitance not being
verified in the procefs, proves the afores
faid confeflion to be erronepus and falfs -

“ with yegard Yo this, either dire@ly fo,
“ fuppoﬁng this perquiﬁ'ti_on has been made,
* and the inftrument not- found, or poffibly
* fo, fuppofing no pefq_uiﬁtion has been
¢ made at all, Now this want of verificae

¥ tiop that the confeflion fuffers with regard

(1] ‘0
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-to the prefent point, gives occafion for the

introducing of the following moft tre
propofition, that a confeffion erroncou
and falfe in one fubftantial circumftancs
is. prefumed to be fo in the whole, a0,
therefore, can in no wife be prejudicial t
the confeflor, according to the followin
authors, &¢.

Rome, Wednefday, roth June, |

o 11 o’clock morning, 1761.

¢ From what we have -faid hitherto, ™
flatter ourfelves that we have put into™
fmall doubt the validity of the coxifefﬁon
of the prifoner, firft, as it is to be fufped-
ed of fuggeftion ; fecondly, as it contr
dicts the circumftanices of the crime; and,
thirdly, as it remains cqntradi&ed jtfelfin

a material point. The force of what W
here fay .will have likewife an addi;ionﬂl
weight, if we 'conﬁder ~divers extrinficd

¢ circumftancd
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* circumftances proper to’ incite the innate
'* compaffion of this tribunal.

¢ And firft let me lay before the court the
* extreme poverty of the prifoner, many"
t. times declared by himf{elf, and proved by a
“ diftin& defcription of his debts. (Procefs,
¢ &c.) This, tho’ not capable of excufing
“ him from his crime, may, however, be
4 an inducement to obferve towards him
fome degree of minoration with regard to

the punifhment due to it, according to the
¢¢ unanimous affirmation of the followipg
¢ authors, &c. &c. )

éc

¢ What we fhall fecondly produce in his
¢ favor is, his fpbntaneou_s confeflion, which
¥ as it has delivered the court from the trou-~
“ ble of procuring the neceffary proofs
“ againft him, ought not. to render tb&n -
“ averfe from fome fenfation of compaffion
‘ towards-the offender, and particularly as
% ever before this he has lived entitely

“ blamelefs,
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blamslefs, and at prefent knows his em
and entreats mercy.

* The third extrinfical circumftance J
his favor, confifts in the juft and inceflw
tears of his wife and three children, amoy
which are two girls that are marriagesble
All theft in the tendereft manner fuppl
cate this fupreme tribunal, not to oppreh
them who are innocent, with the perp
tual ignominy they muft undergo if ther
refpedive hufband and father was tod
upon an infamous fcaffold ; and they ug
the authority of Baldovini in thetr favo,
council 24, num. 19, tom, iii. whereht
fays, that the children, by leading a perp
tual life of ignominy, would fuffr
much more than their guilty father, whon
death jn a moment delivers from allhi
pains. And Vermiglioli fays, councl
250, fiym. 14 and 15, Quam * maxint

’ © ¢ {upremudt

® A rrumber of children, who maft become partak™
of the calmnity of their father, ought to have the 5
4

atelh
el
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fupremum tribunal movere debet filiorum.
numerus, qui paternam calamitatem fene
tiunt, cum enim cextum fit diminutionem.
pznarum {upremis magiftratibus effe arbi.
trariam, negari non poteft quin filiarum
numerus ad hujusmodi diminutionem fit.
confiderandus, And Rainaldo, vol. Ixxve, ~
num. i3, * Quarto, qui habet plures filios,
qui ex quo paternam calamitatem fentiunt,
faciunt pan rigorem ceflare,

¢¢- And not to leave any thing untouched.
upon in fo weighty a caufe, we here de-
clare that if the court, in order to avoid
the difficulties produced by us, fhould at-

effe& upon every fupreme tribunal, and as itis undoubted
that fupreme magiftrates have the power of diminifhing pu~
aithments, it is likewife certain that the having of 3”nom-
ber of children muft be taken into confideration, as a
reafon for that dimisution, And Rainaldo, v. 75.n. 15°
The fourth reafon is his having a number of children, . -
wpan whofa account the rigor of the punifhment aught to

be mitigated, as thoy become fellow fufferen in the o Mis-
fortunu of their parent.

¢ tempt
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© ¢ Philip Barbieri, notary for the poot.

tempt to condemn the ptifoner, as convit
ed according to the tenor of the wel
known edi&t of the facred and gloriou
memory of Benedi& the fourteenth, o
moft illuftrious benefior, in this caf,
we demand time to defend the priforer in
this new light, as the fhort reirblUtion!
of twenty-four hours does not give fuf.
ficient {pace to our weak abilities, firft t
defend the deiinquent, as having confef-
ed, and then as fuppofed negative, but
pretended to be convited by undoubted
proofs, &c. for which, &c.

‘¢ Jofeph Afcevolini, advocate for the
poor.

9

H;)w_eyer, notw_ithﬁanding' the }'oregoing

defence, the following fentence, as I have

already foretold, was denounced againft John

* Albai.
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‘Albani.. I will give it you in the Latin,
which is the original.

Die Martis, 9, Junii, 1761.*
Omnes convenerunt. = -
Johannea Albani malleo percuffus Jugule-
tur, et in frufta fcindatur, et ejus abfciffum
caput exponatur fupef portam, quz dicitur
Angelica, cum crate ferrea et eulogio in-
fami. '

You will remark, in the juridical pros
ceedings, that the name of cardinal Paolucci,
to whom John A‘lbani was coachman, is no
where mentioned. It was, I fupp‘ofc,' pdr-
pofely avoided, not to expofe the name of a:
cardinal in fuch an affair. Indeed, I do not

* Tuefday, 9fh June, 1761.

All agreed, .

That John Albani, after being ftruck downh with a
mallet, fhould have his throat cut, and be-quartcrcd, ‘and
~ his head placed over Porta Angelica in-an iron grate, with
an infamous infcriPtion.

think
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think it greatly ta the honor of his emineiic|
to have had a coachman- fo extremely poor,v
and fo great a villain. John Albani was
man well known in Rome, and faid to be
‘remarkable for being a modeft, mild perfon,
and ane who never {wore an oath. I muf
confefs T have no great opinion of thefe fanc-
tified feHows. ‘There is a native pride, if [
inay be allowed the expreffion, in true cou:
rage, honetty, or religion, which difdains the
intrnding of itfelf to public view. You will
underftand better the force of what the ad-
vocate for the poor fays, with regard to John
Albani’s wife and children - leading a life of
perpetual ignominy, when you know that no
perfon will have any thing te do, or even

fpcak- with the relations of a mar that has
~ been executed publicly, I do not deny but |
that it is infamous enough with us in Eng: ’
land, however, here you fee they carry.it to |
the very higheft pitch imaginable. The |
hangman, fpies, and thofe forts of peoples |

- are
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hire likewife avoided as fo many. living
plagues: -

Ditto, 12 o'clock at night.

"The clock frikes twelve. Now thofe
dead perfons, that have 'a mind to walk this
night, fet out from their abandoned graves.
Now murder, with uncontrolled fteps, ftalks
along the lightlefs ftreets of Rome, and now
John Albani, the coachman, that killed the
three women; is advertifing of his being to
die tombrrow. It is the cuftom in Italy never
to inform criminals of their fentence till the
night before they dre exccuted, at eleven
o’clock: ~ The feaffold is already built for the
exccutio'n.tom'orrow morning, in the fquare
before St: Angelo’s Bridge. However, not-
withftanding, the fentence is only now indi- .
cating to John Albaniy he muft have ima-
gined that he is to die foon. I do not know
whethér I can commend this cuftom of only
ﬂuewing the criminal, his dead warrant the

Vou.IlI, '.S *.evening
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evening befors his death. It muft fhoc
them, I thould think, too much. The mo
ment it is read to him two confeffors feiz
- upon him by each arm, as he is called out of
his dungeon to hear the fatal'mandate. Nor
do they abandon him till his death, comfor-
ing and fupporting him to the utmoft of thex
power. You cannot imagine how eager the
people'of Rome are to fee fuch a melancholy
kind of fpetacle. They havebeen taking places
even te night, and windews in St. Angelo’s
Square; where the execution 4s to be, letat|
I do not knew how much money. It feemsf
to me a particular curiofity to be fond of fee-
ing fights of this nature. And yet in all
sountries {fo many people are r;mning after
them. De guftibus nen &Mmdam ¢, as the
Italians fay.
Thwefday, June 1¥, 1761, ;‘
Three quarters paft 12 atnoon, Rome.
This" merning, unwillingly, I faw the
mangled carcafe of John Albani; who was
T , executed
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sxecuted about nine o’clock. In going to
5t. Peter’s, near which I was obliged to make
y vifit, I pafled over St. Angelo’s Bridge,
and, confequently, through the ’fquare ad-
joining, The firft thing I beheld were legs
and arms hung up upon the fcaffold, like
meat in a butcher’s fhop.' Then John Al-
bani’s ghaftly head grinned upon me, fet up
to public view. The reft of the body lay
upon the fcaffold. The fight thocked me,
and I ftill have it prefent before my eyes.

The news I have picked up abroad is, that
one of the three galleys of the pope, that
fet fail from Civitd Vecchia for Malta, laden
with knights belonging to that ifland, is loft.
When I fay loft, I do not mean that the is
certainly funk, but that they do not know
where the is. The cafe isas follows. In
the channel between Sicily and Malta, they
met with a ftorm. The Saint Profpero, the
galley they are anxious about, loft all her
~mafts in it. As the fea ran too high for the:

S2 two

S
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" two others to be able to give her any affift-
ance, they continued their voyage to Malta.
When they got into that port they told the
grand mafter what diftrefs they had left the
Saint Profpero in. As foon 4s the weather
would permit, he fent out. his five galleys
provided with mafts, anchors, cables, &c.
* tolook out for her and affift her. Nothing
has as yet been heard of her déftiny. This,
you may imagine, keeps the people of Rome
in anxiety, as there were many gentlemen of
good family on board her, as the marqui

Accorambont and others.

LET.
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. Rome, a little after 1 in the afternoon,
Sunday, June 14, 1761,

A— L L the news ftirring here is, that the
papal galley that was loft is -found again.
Having {prung her mafts, and not being able
to .weather the ftorm, fhe was obliged to
turn. back. She put into Giorgeﬁti, a little
port in Sicily, from whence tidings have
‘been ‘received of her. This has relieved
‘many ‘noblemen who had.relations on board
from their anxious fituation. With regard
to Bellifle, it is efteemed in agonies, and
that it can hold out but a very little longer.
Peace however is talked of, and they fay,
that not only we and the French, but even
the Auftrians” have appointed their plenipo=
tentiaries, to meet at a congrefs at Augf-
bourg, | ‘ |

S 3 , - The

, R o 7
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‘The country here about Rome has been
infefted with a prodigious quantity of mice,
or moles, that have done confiderable damage
to the corn and vineyards. Prayers have
been made on purpofe to deliver the faithful
from this plague, The praye'r or exorcife-
ment is as follows, tha' I do not hear thofc
little animals have been lefs noxious upon |
account of it,

. ¢ Exorcifo* vos peftiferos mures per De-
¢¢ um ‘patrem omnipotentem, et Jefum Chrif-

¢ * | exorcife you pernicious moles, in the name of God |
¢¢ the omnipotent Father, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, in
-4 order that you may forthwith depart from our fields
¢ and lands, nor Iongér dwell in them, but pafs to other
¢ fpots where you may he of hurt to none, curfing you .
¢¢ on the behalf of the omnipotent God, and of the whole
¢ court of heaven, and of the holy church of God, tha
¢ you may cvery day decreafe, and become lefs in num- |
6 ber till no remains be found of you in any place,
T unlefs you thould be,neceﬂ'ary for the welfare or fer- |
. %€ vice of mankind. May he who is to come to judge
¢ the quick and the,dead, and the world by firc, grant this

¥ qur prayer, Amen,” :
' ‘ S - ¢ tum

~
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<¢ tum filium ejus, ut confeftim recedatis a

campis et agrie noftris, nec amplius in-eis
habitetis, fed ad ea ioca tranfeatis, in'qui-
bus memini nocere poffitis; pro parte om~
nipotentis .Dei, et totiue curize caeleftis,
et ecclefiz fan&= Dei vos maledicens, ut
quocumque ieritis, fitis maledicl, defici~
entes de die in diem in vos ipfes, et decref-
centes quatenus reliquiz de vobis nullo in
loco inweniantur, nifi neceffariz ad falu~
“ tem et ufum humanum. (m'od préﬁare
¢ dignetur, qui vesturus eft judicare vivos,
et mortuos, et fzculum per ignem. Amen.*
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After the prieft and peeple who followed
him had made their prayers and proceflions
in the infe&ed places, they fprinkled them
duly with holy water, after which luftration,
and a decent number of croffings, the cc;c;

" mony finithed. .

-Laft night 1 faw a little piece of peetry
that regarded Mr. Steavens the timber mer-
S 4 chant’s
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chant’s fon, who made a great-figure here at
Rome four or five years ago. He is dead, you
know. While he was at Rome he had the
pleafure of heing in the good graces of the
prettieft lady that was then in this town.
Whether it was his money or his p_erfon,
that plcéfed the marchionefs Gabriele, I can
not tell, but certain it .is, they were both
always together. To fhew you what a fine
excufe t.hc‘ Roman ladies have for making
love with Englith gentlemen, they fay that
the marchionefs Gabriele fhewed all this
affe@ion to Mr. Steavens in order to convert
him to the Roman catholic religion. It is

upon this my paetry is founded, which fup-
.pofes_that the marchionefs Gabriele’s ghoft
- appears to him, and fpeaks to him in the

following manner.

Stivenez ! che fai ? che ncghittofo ognora
Fra dubbiofi penfieri errando vai ?
Non vedi forfe quant6 incerto mai
" Bia del noftro morire il quando ¢ Fora 2

Ah! che di cambriar fede afpetti ancora }
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Ah perche mente a tanti efrofi dai 2
Per farti fedel, io fol t’amai,

Fallo or che fon ﬁorta fenza dimora,
Cosi facendo, fe nemica fella

Lol troncare li mei di, allo mio zelg
Non permife compir opra fi bella, -

" Sciolto quando farai dal mortal yelo,

Scntirb con piacere che io fol fui quella

11 di cui amor t’apri la via del cielo,

- In Englith prefe as follows,
Why doft thou loiter, Steavens, fln&uating
amidft the mazes of doubtful thought?
Awake to reafon, and behold in me an ex-
ample of the incertitude. of human life.
And canft thou ftill retard abandoning thy
religion? And canft thou flill give ear to
fatal errors ? ‘To inroll thee amidft the num-
ber of the faithful, I loved thee in- life.

Execute my defires then without delay after '
my death. By doing this, tho’ envious def-
tiny, in cutting ‘fhort my days, hindered me
from accomplithing the glorious intention,
ftill fhall I with pleafure refle®, when I
: behold
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" behold thee freed from the veil of huma-‘
nity, that it was I whofe Jove firft opened
thee the path.to heaven, |

Do not you think this is a fine excufe fr
libertinifm ? See in what a droll manner th
author has fpelt Mr. Steavens’s name. 1&
not know who he is. This mighty perform-!
ance is anonymous, When the marchionef

' Gabriele died, Mr. Steavens did a very popv
lar thing here at Rome, which was,- to git
a prefent of a hundred Roman crowns to‘
fome priefts to pray for her foul, thati
might be the fooner releafed from the piin
-of purgatory. I do riot know whether thi
fgrra incoguita, as do@or . Swift calls it,
founded upon fcripture, but I am fureit
eftablithed upon very lucrative mazi,
How many legacies does not the eccllr
aftical branch of the Roman catholic
gion enjoy, which have been left by pio¥
perfons for maffes for themfelves o ther
relations, ‘This fpirit too is kept WP by

forics
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ftories, that feem, and -pmbabl'yr are, formed
on purpofe. I will tell you one of them.

In a {ermon.at Leghorne during lent time,
(I do not tell you the year, for I do not
know it myfelf,) a preacher had been fet-
ing forth, with great eloquence, the duty
all Chriftians lay under of affifting their
deceafed brethren by their {uffrages or pray-
ers. He exprefled the pains of purgatory
with fuch energy, and the remiflnefs of the
faithful in making contributions to relieve
thofe poor {ufferers by maffes, in fuch pathe-
tic expreffions, -thit he brought tears into the
eyes of all prefent, . |

There was an old beggar woman in
church at the before mentioned fermon,
She was fo affeted with what fhe had
“heard, that in going out of the door, the
put three farthings, all fhe had in the
world, into a charity box, that upon.thefg
occ_aﬁons‘ is always ready, in order to re-

| ceive
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ceive the pioué contributions, that are offer-
" ed-for the benefit of the fouls in purgatory,
or rather of their advocates in this world.
After the old beggar-woman had gone
through two or three ftreets, the frefh air
abated confiderably the edge of her devo-
tion, and increafed that of her appetite.
She refle@ted that the had given away all
the had in the world, at a time when fhe
had not a morfel of bread to eat. As it was
late, and moft people gone to dinner, the
had but little hopes of any -charitable paf-
Tcngers‘r'clieving ‘her. In a fit of defpair
the threw herfelf down upon fome fteps
there were before a public building, and
began crying. She had not been long in-
dulging her grief, before a “venerable old
gentleman paffed by. He afked her what
was the caufe of her being fo melancholy.
She told him. Well, fays he, Iwill affift
you, only carry this letter I have in my
hand to fuch a houfe, and the people therp
will give you fomething,* The old woman

‘ toak
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took the letter, and faid the would do as he
bid her, and the venerable old gentleman
walked off As foon as the came to the
houfe that had been defcribed to her, the
afked for the mafter of it,. to whom -the
letter was direted.- He was a perfon of
rank and fortune. Upon reading the letter
he turned pale. As foon as he had finithed
it, he left his company, and defired to fpeak
with the old woman. He begged her to
give him a perfe& defcription of the perfon
who had fpoken to her. She did fo. He
then atked her if the thought the fhould
know his picture if fhe faw it. She faid the
had no doubt but that the fhould. « Accord-
ingly, he took Her into a room where there
was a great number of portraits of all his
family and anceftors for fome generations.
As foon as the old beggar-woman had en-
tered with the gentleman into this room,
the began to confider the pi&ures attentively:
At laft the fixed upon one, which fhe faid,
was the venerable old gentleman: that had

given
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given her the letter. But are you fure of i,
fays the mafter of the houfe ? Yes, fays fhe,
it is fo like him, I could {wear it to be the |
- fame perfon. Why then, fays he, as Iam |

living here uwpon earth, it was my grea
grandfather that appeared to you, whom
your charity has delivered from the pains of
. purgatory, He in this letter defires me to
fettle upon you a penfion for life, and I fhall
“accordingly, which he did ; and fo my flory
ends. ’ | |
|

It is by thefe and fimilat incitements, that
the Romifh church keeps up its great annual

revenue of charities for the fouls in purga-
tory. To this bank Mr. Steavens contributed
his hundred crowns, for the foul of the de-
ceafed marchionefs Gabriele. , This a&ion, as
I have already faid, made him very popular
here in Rome. The marchionefs Gabriele
killed herfelf by dancing when the was big
with child. I was at Rome during that
time, and the very day I was to be intro-

; duced
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duced to her, I went dnd faw her extended
upon her bier in the church, with the little
embrio placed upon her bofom. She looked
pretty even in death, and ‘

beauty’s enfiga yet
Wascmnbnoahcrhpcandinherduh,

but I believe it was owing to roige. She
danced between the a@s of a play, berformed
by fome gentlemcn and ladies at villa Bor-
ghefe.

Death too is at prefent bufy among the

cardinals. Cardinal Orfi, who has written an : )

ecclefiaftical hiftory famous for the beauty
of its ftyle, breathed his laft a few days ago.
Ye{’cerday news came, that cardinal Banchi-
eri, the legate at Ferrara, was dead. Cardi-
nal Paolucci is il at Albano, and cardinal
Paffionei is in agonies at Frafcati. The laft
15 ohe of our great men here, ‘or, according

to the expreflion of the court of Rome, one

. 'Of
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of the. three cardinal palatihes. ‘Fhe thre:
cardinal palatines mean thofe three that five
in' the pope’s palace, and have the principl
fway in the government. They are the
cardinals Torriggiani, Cavalchini, and Pif
fionei. There is at prefent a fourth, which
is -cardinal Rezzonico the pope’s nephew.
Cardinal Paffionei’s illhefs is faid to hav
been owiiig to an excefs of paffion or difguft
Being a perfon who has always had the giles
of fortune favo'xjable, upon her lowering 2
little he could not refift her frown. The
affair' as well as I can colle& it; from the
~ myfterious whifpers that go about, is
follows. Lately 4 new €atechifin has been
publifhed, and handed about Rome for the
inftru@ion of children. Tho’ publifhed with |
due licenfes, upon revifion it was difapproved
" of by the pope. His private council was
called, and the fentiments of the “cardinals
afked. Cardinal Paffionei was always ftrong:
ly againft condemning this new perform-
ance, however, it was decided againft him
by
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by the majority of the affembly. The car-
dinal, as.fecretary of the briefs, was to fub-
fcribe this decree forbidding the catechifm.
He refufed to do it, faying, it was againft
his confcience; However an order came
from the pope, who was at Caftel Gan-
dolfo, telling him to fign it, or lay down
his office immediately. Accordingly he figned
it. However, as this was the firft check he
ever received in his life, he took it fo much
to heart, that .the violent paffions, which
oppreffed him all at once, overwhelmed the
vital parts, and he fell down in an apople&ic
fit. As he is feventy or eighty years of age,
there feem to be but little hopes of his reco-
very, and he has entirely loft one half of his
body. Nay, Ithink they even fay thata
mortification has begun on that fide. He is
not at Rome, but at Frafcati, for many of
the cardinals and other great perfonages of
.Rome are now in the country. They will
‘moft of them however, return by the feaft
‘of St. Peter, which is the 29th of this
Vor. III. T  month,
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month. It was to Frafcati that the brief
of the pope was brought him with orders to
be figned. Moft part of Rome think him
entirely in the wrong, for not having figned
dire@tly, tho’ contrary to his confcience.
Their reafons have fome weight. In the
privy council, confifting of thirteen cardinals,
of which number he was one, he had already
produced all his opinions and arguments to
the contrary. ‘They had not the good luck
to prevail, for feven of the cardinals were
againft him, and five only for him. With
regard to fubfcribing the pope’s decree, in
confequence of the refult of this council, his
office of fecretary of the briefs obliged him
officially to fign what the pope wanted to'
publith.  An Italian brought me the follow-
ing example. Suppofe, fays he, Mr. Pit,
or the duke of Newcaftle, or any other mi-
nifter, were obliged to fubfcribe all the aé&s of
parliament by virtue of fome poft they enjoy-
ed. Notwithftanding any particular act of
parliament might contradict their way of

- thinking,
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thinking, yet when once the majority have
voted it, they are obliged by virtue of their
office to fubfcribe it, and ds a fubjet to obey
it. In parliament they had the liberty of
bringing all their obje@ions. Thofe objec- -
tions had not fufficient weight with the ma=
jority, ‘Therefore the minority is obliged to
give up their opinion to the greater number,
or elfe there could be no government. '
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LETTER XXV

Rome, half after eleven in the morning,
Sunday, June 21, 1761.

V& 'EDNESD AY fevennight, then, tht
firft of July, whether I hear from you o
no, the rifing fun fthall no more behold me

in Rome. We have had a very fickly time
in this metropolis, owing, I believe, to the
extravagant weather we have had. Nothing
but rain and thunder for a long time. 'The
fky is now cleared up a little, and the heats
begin to fet in, but they are nothing like
thofe of Spain. ‘This is a middle clinmate
between that and England. In Spam &t
never rains, hyperbolically {peaking, in Eng-
land always, ufing the fame rhetorica
figure. Italy feems the medium between
thefe two extremes. It is this, I imagine,
added to the great dews, ‘which caufes the
o N fertility
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fertility of the country. But what does
the natural fertjlity of the foil avail, if
here about Rome they do not gultivate their
lands? Many are the caufes of this negle@
of agriculture. I do net think, as we ima~
gmc, it can be upon account of the defpotic
government, In that cafe, Tufcany, Venice,
Naples, and other abfolute governments,
would be the fame, which is not true, You
may wonder to hear me put Venice in this
lift, but certain it is, that the .'fu};)jeét- does
not enjoy ‘more liberty there than in any
monarchy. All the republics of Italy are
in the fame ftyle. The only difference be-
tween them and 8 monarchical government
is, that there are fixty or eighty kings in-
ftead of one. All the reft of the people are
equally fubfervient to the ftate as in Rome,
or any where elfe. Indeed, I hardly know
a nation but England, whene fome little
thare in the gpvcmmént defcends to almoft all
the ranks in the ftate, Montefquieu, if I
do not miftake, faysit is the only free govern=

T 3 ment
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ment in the world. However, I do m
" hold the good cultivation of our lands i
England to be owing to this liberty, ay
more than the bad management of thofe
the Roman flate to the contrary. Wher:
ever the countryman is equally fure of beir
paid for his labor, he ha's always an equl
incitement to work. Now I iinagine this
pay is equally certain in the Roman fit
as .in thofe off Thufcany, Venice, England, o
any other. You will fay, perhaps, thatl
defpotic authority has the power of wrefi
from the laborer his daily hire. It w
doubtedly has. But it is a power that neer
has, and probably never will be exerciltl
as being confrar}r to the intereft of ¢
rulers. ‘The lefs revenue the lands' fumil,
the lefs advantage all princes muft naturdl
draw from their dominions, ‘The countff
man, therefore, having never feen any &
amples to the contrary, and not being
general very long fighted, I dare fay th"‘k
themfelves as fure of reapmg the fruits ff

;helf

|
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their labor upon Roman foil as ours do in
England: There is not, indeed, the handy
cuftom introduced in general here in Italy
of the tenants paying fo much annual
money to their landlords for the ufe of
their lands. ‘Their way, efpecially in Tuf-
cany, 1is often as follows, which, however,
I think, ought to redound more to the dif-
advantage of the landlord than of the
tenant. They pay in kind, that is, the
farmer is to cultivate fuch a track of land at
his expence, and half of the fruits it pro-
duces go to the maintenance of him and his
family, and the othe'r half. to his landlord.
This is in general, for in thofe forts of
contralts people, you know, may make what
bargain they pleafe. But the above men-
tioned manner of contralting bgtwe‘en, the
landlords and their tenants muft be very
inconvenjent for the former. Sure our Way
of money js much better; for, at the leaft,
if the gain is lefs, you have fo much neat
¢ath come in your hands. For the farmer,

T4 however,



' nﬁay, Likewife, be afraid of ftaying too much

. The common people even in England I

“tlemen. Much more will this defire prede

296 LETTERS FROM

however, I do not know whether it is not
advantageous, as they laughingly fay in
Tufcany that he generally gets half out of
the landlord’s half. The remainder muf
be fold, which obliges the nobility there t
retail their wine out of a hole in the wal
belonging to their palace, I fee, therefor,
no intrinfical caufe to hipnder the country
people from i:ultivating their lands as much
as thofe in England, I fee many intrinfial
ones derived from the nature of thofe com
try people about Rome. They are- idle.
Their principal happinefs feems to be n
feeing proceffions and other fhows, of whid
there are no fcarcity in this city. They

in the bad air, which occupies the countfy
about Rome., Ambition, likewife, %
hinder thofe who think they have talents

to take orders, that they may become g

event

minate in a country where- every office,
the
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the fupreme, is in the hands of the clergy.
The example of Sixtus the fifth, who is
faid from a hog-driver to have arrived at
the dignity of pope, makes the loweft clown
hope for equal good fortune. The great
encouragement too for beggars in Rome,
deftroys the edge of induftry, As they find
they can be maintained by charity without
working, many are thofe who like better
_to gain a miferable livelihood by roaming
about Rome, than to fare better by laboﬁng
in the fun-burnt fields, ‘The Romans have
a very, falfe idea with regard to beggars.
There being more of them, they fay, in
Rome than in any other town, isa fign that
there is more charity. - But they are in
the wrong, I grant that a number of
convents are by their inftitution obliged to
givé foup and bread, and other things to
the poor every day, and that a beggar,
who has a mind to employ his legs, may
get three or four dinners in this manner.
1 grant that many of the citizens make it 2

rule
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rule to give every beggar that appears every
day, ' let them be a thoufand, a farthing a
piece. I grant that in Eafter-week the pope
wathes their feet, and the nobility ferve
them at table, Butis all this charity ? Tt
may be fo to the particular mendicants, but
I am fure it is not to the ftate. Ever:y
 government has a right to the labor of its
poor fubje@s. - In a well regulated ¢ity there
“thould not be one beggar. Thofe unable to
~work ought to be fupported in hofpitalls.'
The others fhould be forced to labor for
their maintenance. What a mapufa&ure
~ might be fet up by means of the wretches
that are ftrolling about Rome! TIn anfwer
to this, I am told that Rome is different
from other towns, as a number of pilgrims
come daily to vifit the holy places. Thefe
are chiefly beggars, but muft be permitted,
or you deftroy one of the principal tenets
of the Roman catholic religion', which holds
it meritorious to vifit reliques and fantuaries,
But their ftay might be limited, and with

regard
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regard to the native poor of the city, an
arbitrary government might make what
regulations they pleafed.

Mopday, June 22, three quarters
after 12 at noon,
A

O N E of the fcholars of the Clementine
college has been robbed in a very hardy
manner. He is a young man of fortune,
brought up at this feminary. A perfon
knocked at the door of his apartment; He
told him to come in. All the ftudents at
thefe colleges haye their different apart-
ments, as at our univerfities, ‘A kind of
officer entered with a letter from major
Rocco. Thisisa majo.r'in one of the pope’s
regiments, This letter affured the young
gentleman that the officer, who was the
bearer, was a perfon of honor and honefty,
. who, however, had met with mis’fortunes;
and that the writer recommended him tg
his chasity, defiring him to beg his fellow.

. ftudents
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ftudents to make a contribution for him.
The young gentleman anfwered, ¢ that, s
¢ for defiring his fellow ftudents, he could
“ not do it, becaufe, if the reQor of th
¢ college knew of it, he would be very
¢ angry with him. As for his own private
¢ part, he had very little money, howeve;,
¢ if he would accept of half a zetchin, he
“ would give it him.” ‘The man, notwith-
ftanding his fine drefs, faid he fhould bt
very glad of it, and took it accordingly.
But he had no fooner got it than he catched ‘
hold of the chain of the- young man’s
watch, which hung out of his pocket, ant
faid he fhould be glad of that likewif:.
The watch followed the pull he gave it
and he carried it off triumphantly, I
not know whether he did not draw out?
knife to fecure his fctreat, but there was
no need of that precaution, as aftonifhment
had caufed its ufual petrifying effeéts. The
ftudent neither moved or cried out till the

aggreflor had retreated qut of the room
and



ITALY, GERMANY, &c. 3or

and locked the door after him to hinder a
purfuit. Major Rocco, upon enquiry, had
written no letter, and it was forged for an
excufe to enter the room.

Tuefday, June 23, half after one
in the afternoon.

Cardinal Delci is dead, and in fome days
there will be a ceremony for his funeral.
His body is to be embalmed.’ I yefterday
evening made feveral parting vifits. In one
of them we had a differtation upon our
pronunciation of Latin, which feems very
odd tp foreigners. ‘The Germans, French,
Spaniards and Italians much/more refemble
each other in that refpect than we do either.
Notwithftanding, therefore, what f{ome
learned people in England fay, I thould think
our pronunciation of that language has the
leaft chance for being right. The Italians,
I fhould imagine, are moft likely to have
tetained fomething of the found, as being

. the



02 LETTERS FROM

the fucceflors of the ancient Romans. Howe
ever, there are ftrong proofs to be given
that their pronunciation of Latin is not
entirely as their anceftors pronounced it.
They are as follow. But for the firft argu-
ment, you muft grant me that when the
Goths invaded Italy, and corrupted the
language then talked there, it is more pro-
bable, in the ancient words they preferved,
that they adhered to the found than to the
orthography. We fec many freth examples
of this in all countries. The word chacolate
with us, is cioccolata in Italian. The way
of fpelling is different, but the found is
nearly the fame. The province of Cham-
paigne in France is written Sciampagna in
Italian, a fimilar pronunciation in different
languages not being attainable by the fame
letters.  There might be a great' many
examples produced of this, but the two
, foregoing may be fufficient. Tho’ I will
juft add that the Italians have adopte& our
‘word fifh for counters, which found in their

language
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‘ang'uage mutft be fpelt fifée, and accordingly
is {pelt fo. This then being laid down as a
foundatioxi, it 15 probable that the letter I in
the word Iefus, which the Italians prpﬁounce
in Latin as if it was written with a vowel
(iefus) was by the ancient Romans pro-
nounced .as we do. Elfe why fhould the
Italians put a G and I to their word Giesl,
if you do not fuppofe that the Goths coming
into Italy heard the word pronounced in that
manner, but were obliged to fpell it differ-
ently, to comply with the different found
of their letters 2 ‘This is common to every
word now in Italian, derived from thofe in
Latin, with an I confonant, as juvare, giovare;
Ferufalem, Gerufalemme 5 Junius Giugno ;5 Fulius
Giulio, and many others. There feems to be
another proof too exifting, that the Romans
pronounced the vowel I different from the ‘
confonant, and this is taken from their
poetry. Wherever there is an I confonant,
there is no elifion, but with a vowel I there
always is one; and furely they muft have

a dif-
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a different found, when the letter made
either a fyllable more or lefs. But tho’ I
think we are right in this refpe&, in every
other I am afraid we muft yield the palm,.
‘and particularly with regard to the vowels;
the found of which we have totally changed
from that of every other nation upon the
continent. It is this which renders us unin-
telligible to foreigtiers when we fpeak Latin §
but my civil law lectures in Germany fo
broke me in to this manner of pronunciation,
that I am better off than moft of my coun-
trymen, '

LET-
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LETTER XXVL

Roine, half an heur after 6 afternoon,
Sunday, June 28, 1761.

T HIS morning there has been & great
proceflion, which _accompanied the tribute
paid by the king of Naples to the pope.
As I am in. Rome.I make ufe of this word,
but Naples calls it only a free gift ; however
it is.a remnant of that feudal {yftem which
the pépes endeavoured to eftablith all over
Europe; and had done fo in England, till -
Henty the eighth broke the vaffalage entered
into by king John. - The trifling annual ins
come ;was not their objeét, but the difpofing

~ of the kingdom. in cafe of difobedierce or

vacancy. The money now to be paid by
Naples, the fum of which I do not know,
was placed upon a white horfe, ot hackney
(L’achinea,) which enters St. Peter’s church,

Vor. IIL .U and




-

g6 - 'LETTERS FROM -

and is taught to kneel down before the poper
and prefent him with his golden charge.
"This docile beaft is attended by the high con-
ftable of Naples, an office now hereditary n
the Colonna 'faq‘xily, the pt:incc of which,
with a long fuite of cavafry and coaches, ap-
pears on horfeback, drefled out at all poiass
and with much pemp, =

" In paffing by the Rotonds, the phoden
name of the building, called anciently the
~ Pantheon, and which is now fanélified and
become a church dedicated to the Virge
Mary and all faints, ¥ read the following
¢di@, prohibitirig, the ufe of the thene men-
tioned book. I tranflate it you, as it fhews
the nature of thefe ecclefiaftical profcrip-
- tionsy -and+is I believe' the fame which
cardinal’ Paffionei was ebliged to fign. He
is, they fay, fomething better.

- ¢ Edi& of condemnation and prohabition of
¢¢ the Italian-tranflation of the French orig-
o nat
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" nal work, bearing this title; ¢ Expofition
* de la do&rine Chretienne, ou inftructions
“ fur les principales veritds de la religion,”
“ in five valumes,

“t Pape Clement the thu-teenth, ad perpo.
¢ tuam ro; memoriam.

‘¢ Arong the many detriitents the cathos
¢ lic religion fuffers, the thoughts of which
¢ affli w9 day and night, none however,
¢ caufe s more gtief, than to behold the
¥ deluge of pernicious hooks that are pyb,
“lifhed, endangering the fafety of thofe
“ fovls, which have bean redeemed by the
“ moft precious blood of Chrift; Amo.ng
¢ others, a work in French, intitled; ¢ Expoa
¢ fition de la do&riue'Cb.reticnne, &c.” thg
¢ author unknown, did heretofore arrive ta
‘our ears. - We now are likewife informed
¢ that notwithftanding the decree fulminated
‘ by the congregation of the Index Expur-
‘ gatorius againft this baok, it has been

U 2 ‘¢ tranflated
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é tranflated into Italian, and that may
% copies of ‘it -are diftributed about evey
« where. All obedient fons of the chud
¢ certainly know, that a tranflation of th
« fort does not free a work from the cenfir
¢ lanced againft it in the original, andth
“it'is a fixed rule with the apoftolicilf;
« that an author once profcribed in one &
*.guage, lies under the fame prohibition int
¢ whatever other it is tranﬂatcd, providd
it has not been purged by the Jawi
“ authority of thofe to whom that off
“ belongs. However, notwithftanding 'h’
o foregolng tacit prohibition, yet the o
“ of the theep of the lord intrufted to®”
‘¢ humility, and the proteéhon of the din
‘¢ do&trines delegated to us from heatth
“ (for the prefervation of the purity d
“ which we are ftritly accountable t0 Che
« our lord, and everlafting fhe[>hf3fd)mcl
“ us not to be contented with the conder”
" 4 nation already lanced, but -oblige ® ’

<« take ftill farther care that our flock fhok
o ot




ITALY, GERMANY, &c 309

¢ not be led aftray by the appearance of
¢ piety, which this-work exhibits, nor ine
¢ feCted by the latent poifon of opinions
¢ already profcribed by the holy fee, {o as to
“ wound their -hands with the attendant
* thorns, while they think of gathering the
¢ goodly rofe. We are the more confcious
* that this our paternal care is neceflary, as
¢ the aforefaid work 1s ¢alculated for thofe
 who are as yet unfkilled in their faith, and
¢ ftill in want of the milk of inftru&ion,
#¢'to ufe the words of the aj:oﬁl.e, fo that’
‘ not being able to diftinguith between good
¢ and evil, thcy’ with a pious intention
“ might be led into errors. We ordered
“ therefore, this Italian tranflation of the
“¢ before mentioned original, confifting in five
. volumes, the firft intitled, an Ekpoﬁtion'
¢ ofthe Cteed of the Catholic Faith, Naples
“ 1758, printed by Francis Simon with

* licenfe of fuperiors; the fecond, an Expo-

¢ fition of the Lord's-Prayer; the third, an

¢ Expofition of the Ten Commandments,

U ¢¢ printed
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s printed a3, before, but in the year 135,
“ the fourth, an Expofition of the Sacramen
¢ the fifth, an Expofition of the Commat
* ments of the Church, with a treatife i
-4¢ joined, concerning juﬁiﬁcation,x 760, prilt
%¢ as above, to be revifed hy our maftersd
. facted thealogy, chofen expeflly for b
¢ examination of the fame, And han
€¢ received and heard their opinions, in th
% zeneral comgregation holden before usth
¢ g8th day of May, of the current e,
¢ together with the votes of our venershk
“ brethren the eminent cardinals inquifim
¢ general deputed hy the apoftolical
$¢ againft the infectipn of herefy, and having
¢ duly weighed their opinions, we do by ou
o apoﬁo,lic'al authority condervm, reject, a0l
$¢ prohibit, the above meﬁtibxlgd Fealian tranf
#¢ lation, as containing propofitions relpe
XL tively falfe, 'cap'tioué,., {jarfi_ng, fcandalot
g dangc’_r_ous,' fufpectiful,‘v rafh, contrary &
“ thé‘épaﬁolical décrees and the practice°f
¢ the church, ‘and agreeable to propeff™
R S  alread
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¢ already. condemned and profcribed by that
¢ ‘chixrch. And we likewife prohibit and
¢ forbid, zo all and every believer in Chrift,
““ under pain of excommunication, to be
¢ gpfo fello incurred by the difobedient, the
“¢ ufe of this baok, viz. the keeping it by
« them, reading it, defcribing i, tranflating
< it, printing it, &c. and this yader what~
¢ ever new ftitle it may come out, of pnder
¢ whatever pretence of being corrected, only
«¢ by the authority of private perfons, Willing:
¢ and Qrdg;ip;g,' by the fame apoftolical power,
“ that wheever fhall have in their paflffion
¢ the before mentioned work, either in the
¢ original or tranflation, fhall deliver and .
“ confign it ufon the emanation ‘of . this
“ edict to the ordinaies of the refpective
¢ places, or the inquifitors agaioft the infec-
“tion of herefy. And the faid ordinarics
“ and inquifitors fhall fupprefs the copies of
¢ the -aferementioned books fo delivered to
* them, that they may not fall into the
% hands of others. And in order th'at this

V4 - .‘.fo\u"
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“ our prefent edi& may be known to all, we
¢ command our crier to publifh it in the
«¢ ufual places, and to leave copies of it hung
¢ up at the following doors, wviz. of the
¢ church of the prince of the apoftles (5t

¢ Peter,) of the apoftolical chanéery, and of
¢ the court geperal of Monte Citorio, and

“ in the fquare of the Camp6 di Fiore, ac-

¢¢ cording to cuftom. And this our edict is |
“ to oblige all and every perfon equally as i |
« it had been intimated to them. perfonally, |
¢ And the copies of it figned by proper av-
¢ thority fhall have the fame force as the
“ edit itfelf, -.
\
!

“ Given at’ Caftel Gandolfo in the diocefe -
.“ of Albano, under the pifcatorial ring, (or
sing of St. Peter the fitherman,) the 14th ;'
% day of June 1761, in the third year of our |
¥ pontificate, i

¢ Cardinal Paffionei’ |

—

i | Monday:
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Monday, June 29, 13 at mght

THIS being St. Peter's day, I have bcen,,_
engaged in the pompous church ceremoniey
cxhibited upon that ogcafion. But the heat
and crowd rendered them difagreeable, I
have been more pleafed with the illuminaw
tion of the church, and the fire-works at
Caftle St. Angelo, this and yefterday even-
ing. The former reprefented the dome and -
front of that building all in fire, and the
latter fent up to heaven fuch an explofion of
rockets all at once, that I pever beheld the
like, andv when they burft, the ﬂamﬁng air
feemed torn by hundreds of thunderbolts,
But thefe ﬁghts have tired me, and I will
go to reft. ‘This I do the more willingly, as’
I fhall be-bufy tomorrow in preparations for
my leaving this capital ‘thc day after, .

i

o J LET
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LETTER XXVI

L 4

Loreto, Saturday, July4 |
8 o’cdlock morning.

I ARRIVED yefterday at this place, al
f.hall leave it tomorrow, ftaying one dayw‘
fee the flying houfe. I ftopped at Term,
the antjent Interamna, to go to the fapots
cafcade, which took me up half aday. Yo
muft afcend the top of a high mounti,
from whence the river Nar precipitatdf
guthes down into the valley beneath. T
beauty of the fpot, the foam, the rainhow
which it makes, added to the roaring of th¢
falling water, formed a fcene new and &
mantic, I know not how many yards te
river falls down, but it is from the topof?
high hill, That evening we 'got no farthe
than Spoleto, a town fituated in the Apr”
pines, v{hc Paﬂége through which fog

. ' [
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bad this way. ‘The vaie in which ' Spoletp
is fituated, is watered by the Clitumnus,
wheofe meadows fegm as rich as Virgil dev
{cribes them,

Hinc albi, Clitumag, greges st mazima taurus
Vidtima,. . Kb i, Gearg, vers, 146,

In the eveniné I walked out to fee an aquer
du&, juft beyond which is a very pretty
wood,: full of hermitages, and among. the
anchorets I found an Englithman, He was
civil enough to infift upon my ftaying fupper,
and I can affure you, I never fared better
'in my life. - Notwithftanding the venerable
beards which wagged round the table, and.
their fandaled feet which befpoke penitence,
we pafled a very lively evening. Yefterday
1 left Spoleto, and came here without ﬁny
th'mg remarkable,

1 have juft had a book brought me of the
woders of the boly houfe, which I am

g,oin g
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going to fee. My author tells me, ‘it was
anciently inhabited by the patriarchs, and
fituated in the holy land. Let no perfon
wonder at the duration of Roman cement,
when this has lafted fo much longer. St
Joachirn and ' St. Anne, the parents of the
Vifgin Mary, at length came into pofieffion
of it, and it was theré the was born. It was
ihere, likewife, that the angel appeared,
and hailed her. It was there that the con-
ceived by the Holy Ghoft. Upon account
of the many facred works performed under
its roof, the apoﬁles converted it into 2
cburch, to which many great men reforted,
and rivalled each other in making prefents.
Buf the holy land falling under the hands of
the "Saracens, the fervants of Chrift were
hindered from making their pilgrimaggs
‘there as ufual. God, unwilling that the
houfe in which our Saviour was conceived
thould become a prey to Mahometan vio-
‘lence, ordered his angels to tranfport it
into Dalmatia, The blefled angels: obeyed

" | the
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the omnipotent command. At midnight,
between the gth and toth of May, 1291,
they bore it upon the wing to a little place
called Terfatto. Here it remained for above
‘three years, but the Almighty, not liking.
the fpot, ordered the holy building again.to:
be removed to a thick wood, near Loreto..
‘The trees bent down to earth in honor of
its arrival, and remained many ycars in that -
proﬁfate condition, till the covetous pro=
prietor of the land cut them down to fell
the timber. As a band of robbers infefted .
this place, the Lord harkened te the de-.

fires of the faithful, and caufed it a third '
time to be tranfported into Loreto itfelf,
where it has ever fince remained ftationary.

30 o’clock at night,

“1 have feen all the wonders of this holy

place. I firft vifited the church, built over .

the fleeting houfe of Nazareth, which
' © can
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can niot again c¢fcape witheut castying off th¢

roof. I believe it s large, hut laoks {malle
by the middle of s area being occupied by
the miraculous boufe. Round it were:
number of women in 2 ftring, moving upon

their knees, ‘This walking - upon their

flumps is, I fuppefe, enjoined them for 3

penance, and it has been fo eften exercifed, |

that a groove is worn in the ftones.  Oneof

the flaves who feized the Twuckith vefl,

would not cut off his beard till e had fwept
the Virgin Mary’s houfe with it. May
othier things of this kind are performed, but
I left the wwrigghng penitents, and enterd

the building, The firft idea which firuck

me, was the fmallnefs of it; and I do net

fee how the Virgin Mary and her parents
- could live in two divifions, where ‘I could
hardly . ftir. The firft was called that of |
the Santo Cammino, where there was &

fort of oven, which I fuppofe is underflood
by the name to have been the chimney of

the family. A porringer was fhewn U
‘ confes
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confecrated, I believe, by the VirgiPs haviag
cat her foupe out of it. On'the left hand
was faid to be the window, through which
the angel Gabriel entered, but it appeared fo -
frall, that a fpiritual being certainly could
not enter it cloathed in a human fhape The
other” diwifion was principally occupxcd by
an xrmgc of the Virgin Mary, cloathed with
the' mioft tranfcendent finery, and blazmg
with all manner of the richeft jewels. But
what furpnzed me was, to fee her face as
black as ebony, nor do I'know why they
have changed her countenance to that of a
negro. ‘The feulptor had certainly very
different ideas from'thofe which gave birth
to the beautiful Madonnas of Titian, Ra-
phacl and Guido. If we were in Angola,
it might, perhaps, be - politic to flatter the
Africans, with the mother of our Redeemer
having been of their colour; but I donot .
. fee the reafon for this metamorphofis in
Europe. After having gazed for fome time,
thh aﬁomihment, at the blacknefs of the

ﬂgurc, :
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figure, { adjourned to the treafury, whe
my eye was.feafted with every thing th
can be rich and coftly, in gold, filver, a

3 jewels. As there were many female om

ments, I prefumed they might be given
penance to the Virgin Mary; by contr
ladies, who, to expiate their freedoms
facrificed what gave luftre to their chams
At length, dazzled with the immenfe riches
if all real, of the place, I went to fec othe
lefs brilliant objecs, and even defcendedintd
the cellar, where there is a prodigious tw
belonging to the convent, fix times laxger

. than any tun that was ever yet beheld upon

the face of the earth, except at Heidelbug

.and this tun is ycleped the Virgin Mays

tun, and the faithful in the Lord drink
thereof. Tomorrow I continue my journe]

towards Bibbiena.

LET
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L ETTER XXV

Cefena, Tuéfday, July 7, 1761,
7 o’clock in the evening.

I GOT to this place on Sunday, where T -

have ftaid ever fince, but fhall leave it to-
morrow. From Loreto I eame to Ancona,
a fea-port of the pope’s, upon the Adriatic.
It is placed upon a rock that juts out into
the fea; and feems a town of good trade.

But commerce is not encouraged in the

papal territories. ‘The caftle looks as if it
might be rendered tolerably ftrong, if his

holinefs did not depend - upon other forces -

than the military. There is likewife a vefy
handfome lazaretto for performing quaran-
tine. 1 ftaid however but a little time,
when I continued my journey along a moft
beautiful country, fituated clofe by the fea
fide,. whqfc then pacific waves often wathed

Vor. III, - X our .

<



.

322 LETTERS FROM

our right-hand wheels. We pafled the
towns of Sinigaglia, Fano, Pefaro, andR:

" mini, and then we left- the fea a little b

enter the rich plain of Romagna, wher
a fine road fhortly brought us to this cit,
after paffing the Rubicon with lefs delibe
ration than Julius Cefar did. Upon my
arrival I went to the inn, but ha:‘l not been
there above half an hour, before a man camt
from a friar, of the order of the pious fchools,i
to whom I had a letter, and who was t0i
_ provide me horfes to Bibbiena, and take cart‘
of my chaife till my return to Cefena. Fa
ther Angelo and his companion father Anlo |
“nio, foon made me a vifit, which this mef
fage was to announce. They feem both very‘
good fort of people. They would have had me;
gone, almoft by force, that night to theirhs
bitation, and taken up my quarters thete.
I excufed myfelf, though with difficulty. |
then tried to make them ftay fupper, b““
being friars, they did not care to remain out®
late in an inn., Indeed while friars are i

conventh

.
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converits, in Rome particularly, they can
not ftay out later than fun-fet, but thefe
two; father Angelo and fither Antonio, only
live in a houfe l;elonging to the pious
fchools; to take care of the affairs of that
order. The affairs of the order in Cefena
confift ih the management of their farms
and other poffeflions: ‘The fruits of thefe |
they fend to Rome, to the college of Naza- ’
reth-,‘ the principal of their inflitution in
that city. But though I excufed myfelf for
the night, they were fo impbrt’ﬁnate that I
could not refufe cxcﬁanging my inn for
their habitation in the morning, and here I
am at prefent writing this letter. ‘The
room is folidly, not elegantly furnithed,
Fronting my window ‘is the view of a “dif-
mantled fortrefs, which in ancient times
"might have been ftrong, but fince arms in
this country have given place to religion, -
has been abandoned, and is in fome parts
falling into ruins. The cohgtry about Ce-
fena is very pretty, a rich foil, interfperfed

- X2 with
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with agreeable littlc hills. Thave been recei-
ved by my two hofts with the utmoft civility,
and that open politene{s which pleafes. After
breakfaft, yefterday, we: went out to fee
what was moft particular in the town. We
went to fee the library of manufcripts of
fome Francifcan friers. - After that we pro-
ceeded to a good houfe, belonging to fome
perfon or other that had a fervant. who
had been in England ; and laftly, we went
to fee the cathedral. Upon our return
dinner was ready, a good, but plain repaft.
When it was finithed I took a walk, and
vifited' the mother of a gentleman I knew
at Rome, where we had fome mufic, but
the vocal part of it was greatly fpoilt, by
the accent of the inhabitants of this pro-
‘vince. It is a moft wretched dialet which
they fpeak here, and at Bologha. They
have got fuch a manner of lopping off the
vowels, that they make the Italian language
as rough as the Morifco. |

Bib-
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Bibbiena, g o’clock in the morning,

Friday, July 10, 1781.

I arrived here laft night, but very late -
and tired, being obliged to come quite on
horfeback through the horrid mountains I
have paffed. I fet out from Cefena about
fun-rife the day before yefterday. We con-
tinued our journey very agreeably through
a fertile country for feven miles, when a
little inn offering itfelf to our view, the men
on foot, who took care of our horfes, ex-
prefled theig defire of drinking a little, We
ftayed, however, but a fhort timg, as the
men found the wine bad, and the provifions
worfe, and proceeded in the fame manner and
order as we had fet out from _Céfena. It
was as follows. Firft of all marched the
fumpter horfe, attended by a man on foot,
Next' came my perfon, feated on a dark
bay courfer. Not one of thofe, however,
foaled from mares impregnated by the

X 3 - winds,
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winds, By his fide walked his mafter t
take care of him and me in dangerous paff
of which we were to expe& many ¥
foon as '
thofe imperious chﬂ's,

Whofe haughty fummits Italy divide,

And to a thoufand provinces extend
« Their fhaggy fides and far-commanding front

Of mountains the fupreme e

, difcovered themfelves to our view.

~ 'The foregoing are fome lines of an Iulin
poet upon the Apennines, The qgiginal i
as follows.

Re degli altri fuperbo altero Monte

Ch’ Italia tutta imperiofa parte,

E per mille contrade e pilt comparte

Le fpalle, il fianco, ¢ I'una ¢ P’gltra fronte:

The rear was brought up by my fervat:

Our- caravan was now amved toarWi‘
called Burdcllo, where, as the moumams;

begar;,' §h¢ roads bﬁgan likewife to gro‘,:
o gan bad"
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bad. And, indeed, we took the worft road
of all, for tlferc was one pretty good, but

Domenico, the mafter of the horfes, for
fhortnefs, -had made us take the former.

It was not only the worft for the horfes,
but - there weré no accommodations for us,
Upon feeing the place whese we were to
bait at dinner time, I thought myfelf re-
turned intp Spain, As there was no inn, I
fat myfelf down upon the grafs, under
the thade of a fpreading ever-green oak,
But I had not remained there long hefore a
yenerable prieft came to me, and defired
me to walk into his habitation, which was

near. After fome compliments, 1 complied -

with his requeft. His houfe was but in-
different, however, you might fit down 1n
it, and were covered from the fun. He

furnithed us too with fome wine, not very

good, but Wthh was counterbalanced by
fome excellent cherries. The reft of our
dinner was what we had thh us, which were

X 4 fome.
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fome fowls, cheefe and bread, that the good
friars at Cefena had furnithed us withal.

During our dinner in the prieft’s or
curate’s houfe, we were entertained with
the converfation of the under curate, who
ferved us at table while his principal retired.
In this miferable place no ceremonies were
to be made. We all fat down ta eat toge-
ther at the fame board. In the mean time
the under curate talked of the prodigious
learning and knowledge of his mafter, whom
he called the arch-prieft. This was a word
he {eemed mightily to like, as he was bring-
ing it out every moment. The arch-prieft
does, this, and the arch-prieft does that,
and every doubt he had was determined by
the arch-prieft’s having faid thus or thus.
¢ Pray what o’clockis it ?*” ¢“Oh lord } fir, we
¢¢ have no clocks among thefe méuntains, but
“ the arch-prieft fays, ¢ that when the fun
¢ gets to the beginning of that door, it is
* mid-day,” ¢ Pray how many miles is it to

R : ‘ ¢ San
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¢ San Piero in Bagno " ¢ Upon my word, fir;
¢ I can not tell exa&tly, for Ihave never been
¢ that road, but I think Ihave heard the arch~
¢ Prie{’; {ay, that it is-about feventeen.” In
hort, fomehow or other, the word arch-prieft
:ame out at every fentence. In the mean

ime the arch-priéﬁ I believe was gone to |
leep, for I faw nothmg of hlm. This arch-
prieft, in our language, is the parfon of the
parith, who takes ecclefiaftical care of all the
{cattered inhabitants about thefe rocks. His
bufinefs is to fay mafs for them, vifit them
when fick, &c. After our Spanifh fort of
repaft was finifthed in the arch-prieft’s houfe,
I went. out and extended myfelf under the
venerable qak, that I had -intended thould
have afforded fhade during my dinner, if the
arch-prieft had not invited me within his
walls. As the {pot where we then were was
very high I had a diftant view of the Adria-
tic fea, tho' a great many miles from.us. .
Between me and the Adriatic firft of all lay
fome barren hills that I had pafled, in an

Opcnilng"
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, openiﬁg between which I difcovered the rih
vale in which Cefena is fituated, and beyo
that the fea. But my eyes did not remi

" long open to enjoy this profped. Ewj

thing feemed calculated to lull me tord,
whilft

. |
T venticelli dibattendo 1 ali |
Lufingavano il fonno de’ mortaliy

: , Anglice,
" ¢ Whilft the zephirs fanning the airvi
¢ their wings, foothed the repofe of mor

« tals.”

In fhort T flept for an hour and il
under the fhadé of this aak, with a geath
wind breathing in my face. When IWak“"
- a lizard was crawhng upon my legs, ands
little ferpent was about a'foot from my head
I ftarted up, as you may imagine, but thet
was no occafion for any fear, as neither th
one. nor the other of thefe little animals

poxfonous Indeed I have heard fays
: ) ]wzrds
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lizards when they grow to be very big have
{fome pbifon in them, But little fefpents,
you know, are quite innocent animals, * Not
fo vipers. After having bid adieu to my
verdant bed, I returned into the arch-prieft’s
houfe, where I gave him a little prefent for
the wine and cherries he had furnithed me
with. Upon receiving the money he preach~ )
ed me a fermon, upon the great trouble and -
little gain of being curate among thefe moun=
taihs. ¢¢ Some of the h,oufes:.,” fays he, ¢ uué
¢¢ der my care are above five or fix miles off.
¢ You may think how difagreeable it is riding
¢ ébq‘ut ta them in the winter time, when
¢ you can not fee your way for fnow. And.
¢ the country people when they are a little
¢ indifpofed fend for me as regularly as if I
¢ was a phyfician, You know I can not
‘ deny going and adminiftring haly confola-
$¢ tioﬁ to them,” In fhort he ran on a great
deal in this manner, and might have goﬁc on
fo for ever, if the horfes beihg ready had not
¢alled me away, and made me take leave of -
the
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the loquacious arch prieft. Our little car-
van then fet forward for San Piero in Bagno.
Nothing happened to us very particular dll
our arrival there, when we found all the i
~habitants under tents in fields, having bea
frightened with an earthquake. ‘Tho’ it wa
near a month fince they had the laft thock
their apprehenfions continued this paftord
life, and I pafled the-evening with'my friends
in a.new and not difagreeable manner. I
{lept, howevér,‘ in their houfe at night,in
fpight of the inftability of the earth, and,
tired with my journey, flept as found as if
nothing could move her foundations. -In
fa&t they remained ftable, as the tumults
underneath her furface are fubfided. They
had, however, one or two ftrong thocks and
frequent little ones. But no great hurt has
been done. Two or three houfes only were
damaged, and the .roof of one fallen in.
The next day after dinner my entertainer
accompanied me upon a little mule, about
a couple of miles from S.anv Pigro in Bagno,

I , ta




ITALY, GERMANY, &c 333

to fet me forward upon my journey. We
pafled through the town of Bagno, which is
a mile from San Piero, and from the neigh-
bourhood of which San Piero is called San

Piero in Bagno, to diftinguifh it from many -

other towns of the fame name. We took
leave of each other at the foot of a very
great mountain, which muft be paflfed to

get over from the -province of Romagna

into that of Cafentino. This, antiquarians

fay, was the mountain in paffing which
Hannibal loft his eye, by the extremity of
the cold. |

Ditto, 9 o’clock at night,

MY laidlord, who isa phyfician, and m'y;

{elf took a ride out this afternoon. I was

forced to hire a horfe, tho’ I bought one, the -

fate of which I will tell you in ‘my next.
We went to two countrymens’ houfes,
where there were two fick ‘perfons, that he
was " to vifit, The one was a man, and the

other
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other a woman, and they were beth ill wi
fevers: I have great pleafure in feeing t
behaviour of thefe ruftics when a phyfici
comes. They feem to think hirh a diviniy
or at leaft fomething more than mori
And then they are fo inquifitive about evey
little particular, as, whether theif brothi
to be drunk in' the morning at hine o'clod
. or at nine and a quarter, and a thoufa
queftions of this nature. The country viers,
of the Cafentino 'are moft delightful at pr-
fent. All nature fmiles, Bat let us attenl.
her frowns a little upon the top of thed l-
of Bagno, for fo is the mountain called, '!
which divides Romagna from Cafentino, that
being the neareft town to the foot of i
I believe we were full two hours in getting
to the top. Contrary to moft mountains, I
fides are bare, and the fummit covered with

trees, with fine tall firs. Upon our arnval

at the pinnacle the province of Cafentitd
lay expofed to our view, and a great &

cent to get down toit. ‘The fun was ¥

pearlf | |
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" neatly fetting, which difpleafed us, as we
had much bad road to pafs. When we
came to the bottom of the defcent we en-
tered the river Cotfalone. This word en-
tered is to be taken in its literal fenfe, for
fix miles had we to go in the bed of the
river. No better road leads through thofe

craggy precipices which rofe on each fide of

me, while I threaded the opening made by
the torrent. 1Its bed is extremely large, with
very little water in it in the fummer time,
but being full of great ftones, borne by win-
ter ﬁoo;ls, is dangerous at night, as you can
not then difcern the little path which guides
you through the midft of them. We had

however the moon in her firft quarter to

affift us. But notwithftanding the glimmer
of her light we proceeded very ﬂéwly and
badly till we emerged from the river, when
- about an hour’s ride brought us to Bibbiena,
but not till twelve o’clock at night.

LET-
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LETTEZR XXX

Bibbiena, 20 minutes after X I, mor’,
Wednefday, July 155 1761

I W IL L now tell you the fate of the ho
that was bought for me. My landlord
perfuaded me to this, as being cheaper t::
hiring. T wrote him word to do as he thougf-!1
beft, and he purchafed me a fine looking b
ftone-horfe. The man that owned it fic
it had belonged to the manage at Siena, b
that being old, he fhould be glad to get rido’
it at a {mall price, ‘This feemed a very pr-
per opportunity, as I only wanted a horfe for
a couple of months. My friend began th:
trcatj, and at laft the horfe was delivered
"over' to him for the fum of eight zecchins
(four pounds) and he brought him in triumph
to his ftable in Florence, thinking he had

madfe the beft bargain in the world. The
' horfe
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horfe looked fo well by his defcription that
his appearance alone would have made me
fufpe® fomething. At length ‘my fiiend
mounted him upon the firft of July, to ride .
him up here to Bibhiena, where he knew I
was to appear in two or three days. Grillo, |
for that is my horfe’s name, fet out with the
finelt grand pas imaginable. ‘The people in
the fireets flopped as he paffed, and made
ejaculations upon the beauty of the fteed,
In this glorious manner did my friend pro-
ceed, till he got to Ponte a Sieve, a town
about ten miles from Florence. A little
before he entered it, he thought Grillo
ftumbled. He pulled up the bridle to check
him, but the horfe fill continued rolling
forwards, and at laft he came quite down.
Not content with being upon his knees, he
turned immediately upon one fide, and re-
pofed the whole weight of his body upon
his rider’s leg, who had not been expeditious
enough to difmount upon the horfe’s firft

coming headleng to the ground. The pride
Vor. IIL, Y of
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of my friend was thus humbled in the duft
But what he was refle@ting upon at prefet
more than the recovery of his loft honoy,
was how to extricate his leg from under th
fallen horfe. He thought the beft way ws
to lift up his whip a little, and make hm
get up by a ftroke or two. He did fo, but
notwithftanding he gave: him two or thret
fmart cuts, the poor animal did not flir
This, as you may imagine, furprized hin
He repeated and reinforced his flogs, b’
Grillo remained equally infenfible. At st
he thought it beft to pull out his leg him-
felf from under the horfe. He didfovwith
much difficulty, and to the no fmall damf‘y;
of his foot, which is not well yet. How
ever, 1 hope the fprain he complains of m’lh
be nothing of confequence.. He wa ™
fooner delivered from durance than he bege®
to contemplate Grillo. He lay extendﬂJ
upon, the ground void .of motion, CX“P‘
what a fort of convulfive catch from time 0

time communicated to his legs and by
. From
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From his mouth proceeded a quantity of

foam: In the mean time the people of the

town; informed of the accident; began to

fwarm about the dying fteed, and among

others; the 'prinéipal farrier of the place.
All agreed that the horfe could not live,
and that it was better to finith his pain by
knocking him upon the head. The farrier’s

lad was ordered to bring the fatal club..

The club, or rather mallet, was produced,
which had already in the butcher’s fhop pro-
ved deftru@tive to many oxen. The hand
was already raifed that was to end Grillo’s

life, when ‘the poor beaft, as if ‘endued with .

reafon, opéned his eyes, lifted up his head,
and ftared his executioner in the face. This
phenomenon fufpended the blow. In the
mean time Grillo having gazed a little upon
the country around him, got up. The peo-
ple gave afhout as if he had rifen from the

dead. ‘The farrier now began to infinuate to

my fi‘iend, that he thought his art might
entirely reftore the beaft. Accordingly he
Y 2 was
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was conducted to his ftable, You may imz
gine there was fome difficulty in gefting him
there, for tho’ rifen upon his legs, hews
not fo firm upon them, but he fell dowm
every minute. Howeyer, hy patience and
firength of men, and good and bad ufag,
they got him at laft into the farrigr’s horfe
hofpital. In the mean time my landlod
went fp fec an acquaintance of his, wib
whom he had always intended to have paféd
the night, even if this accident had nf
happened, In the morning he hired a mik
and continued his journey to Ribhiena, lev
ing Grillo in the hands of the farrier, wh
was proceeding with fire and fleel agith
the diforder. At the Confuma, an inninhi
way, he wrote 2 note to the farrier, dired
ing him how he thought it beft for bim |
proceed with regard to the horfe, This ot |
in" a few days brought him the following
anfwer to Bibbiena. The pompoufnefs of

the farrier perhaps will make you 1augh

and he feems to treat my friend, upon &
. cgum
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count of his being a phyfician; as his bro-
ther do&or. .
<« Ponte a Sieve, July s, 176;1, ,
s¢ Moft illuftrious and éxcellent Sir,

¢ I received the note you was {0 good

¢¢ to write to me upon the road. ‘The fignor
¢« Potefta (the mayor or head of little towns)
¢ has received likewife that you wrote to
 him:; Yout moft wife opihion and deter-
¢ mination has the greateft weight with me.
« T have the higheft efteem for it, as I am
¢ thoroughly fatisfied of the grcat: practicé
« and experience you have. Iknow you havé
¢ ftudied muck more than myfelf the art of
« curing 4ll infirmities, However, asI dd
% not khow. whether your moft excellent
s fignorfhip hds prattifed farriery fo much as
¢ myfelf, I trouble you with this to acquairt
« you, that his great age can not have beeil
¢ the eaufe of your horfe’s illnefs, or elfé
¢ he would not have been fo ftrong as we
% havé feen him in’ refifting the attacks of
Y 3 ¢ his
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¢ his diforder. And, for the firft two days,
¢ t'.c’e attacks came upon him almoft every
¢ half hour, with vacillation and giddinefs
‘¢ ia his head, fo that he ufed to fall all oo’
*a fudden down upon the ground, fexzed‘

¢ with tremblings, and incredible agitations |
““and canvulfive ftruggles. I wil ow
“¢ briefly defcribe to you what our moft cele-

¢ brated authors fay upon this matter. And
“in thefe attacks of apoplexy and falling

“ ficknefs, which they certainly are, they
¢ are all unanimous in the {ymptoms and |
“ caufes, as alfo in the regimen to be fo-
*“ lowed. Now thefe before-mentioned 2
¢ thors, which are Vegetio, Ruini, ad
¢ Colombré, make no diftin&ion between
$¢ the two above-cited diforders, except that
¢ the horfe in the ’apoplexy, after having
# fallen down fuddenly, does not foam at the
¢ mouth, and lies as ,im'moveable upon the
¢¢ earth as if he were dead ; but in the falliog
#¢ ficknefs, or epilepfy, he ftruggles and emils
Y 4 . - 4 bava
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€¢ bava inftead of foam, and till the viéious
‘¢ matter, charging his head, abandons that
¢¢ poft, the animal remains opprefled. ‘The
-¢¢ before-mentioned authors tell us, that
s this diforder is caufed by humours formed
¢ in the head, between the fkull and the’

¢ dura mater of the brain, occupying fome-

¢¢ times all the concavities and membranes
¢¢ there found. Now thefe humours are of a

¢¢ phlegmatic and melancholy nature, whe-

¢¢ ther liquid, or confolidated, or ventofe, . -

¢¢ and which the animal, upon account of the
¢ frigidnefs of the cerebrym, can not, by
¢t natural means, drive away or confume;
““ and thefe, by their motion, confine the
¢ animal {pirits, and aggravating the cellules
¢ of the animal virtue, caufe the fudden
¢ falling of the béaft, wheo lies extended
¢ upon the earth, more or lefs opprefled by
¢ the fit; till they are removed. But thefe
“ being repelled, the animal rifes up again
““upan his legs, fuppofing, however, he
* has not been too much ftunned by the
Y 4  blow
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“ blows received in the paroxyfm. The
¢ remedy of fire is the laft made ufe of by
¢ the before-mentioned authors, but as I
“ haVC’CXpel:iénCCd that it is the moft fpeedy
¢ and refolute remedy to allay the volatility
‘¢ of -thefe {fpirits, I can not bring myfelf
-4 voluntarily to protrad, by not applying it,
‘¢ a diforder which every moment may caufe
¢¢ death to the beaft.» What I do in this -
‘¢ cafe, is as follows. I burn various caute-
¢ ries, and then rub his head often with
‘ hot and ftrong vinegar (oh! poor Grillo).
““ Every day I give him a clyfter for his
¢ affiftance, in order that new humours
“may not mount into his head, and I
¢ anoint the wounds, made by the fire, with
“ ftrong oil, as well as his head likewife.
‘ With regard to his interior, I have pro-
¢ vided the following compound medicine,
“ to be drank by him, viz. (Then follow
a number.of hard names of roots and herbs,
mixed up with honey, which I will not
incumber my paper with giving at length.)

o ¢ 'This
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* ‘T'his receipt I Intend he fhall take every
* other morning fafting. I have already
¢ given it him twice. I keep the bit of a
¢ bridle, morning and evening, in his
* mouth, in order, by foam, to remove the
¢ humours from his head, and I always
¢ keep fome oriental pilatrum tied about it,
‘“ which makes him purge at the mouth
#¢ better. I drefs his bruifes with cleaned
“ hog's lard, and twice a day I cleanfe his
¢ cauteries, which have rendered him much
¢ more capahle of moving than he was, and
“1 ihould hope, before the week is out,

¢¢ that I fhall make him able to return
‘¢ home at leaft in two days. With regard
“ to his diet, every day, morning and even=-
“ing, I give him a quartern of bran and
“two of oats, (according to Italian mea-
fures,) which I moiften with honey-water,
“and mix with freth good grafs. You

“ may be affured that I make ufe of my bef}

¢ endeavours to do fervice to your moft

$ illuftrious and excellent fignorfhip, and
¢ myfelf




46 LETTERS FROM

¢ myfelf honor in the cure, not failin
¢ as I have before explained to you, tod
¢ vert'and fubtilize the peccant humours b
¢¢ internal and external remedies. ‘T his be
« ing all and every thing that I have to {3
“ to your moft illuftrious and excellent fig
¢ northip, and impatient of being honore
% with your moft efteemed commands, !
t¢ declare myfelf '
“ Your moft humble and
-+ ¢ obliged fervant,
¢ John Francis Capretti.”,

1

" LET-
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LETTER . XXX

Bibbiena, half after 8 o’cl&ck, evening,
Monday, July 20, 1761,

0 N Saturday laft, taking a,vridq upon
the road towards Florence, I met my poor
refufcitated horfe Grillo, condu&ed by a lad
on foot, who had a letter from the farrier,
in which he thanked God and St. Anthony
. for having been able to fend home the poor
animal entirely cured, But notwithf{tanding
his expreﬁioné, fure never was fuch a bloody -
fpectacle feen. The remedy of fire had been
ufed with unmerciful prodigality, and the -

unhappy creature was fcarified from head

to foot. Nor could he, without difficulty, .

keep upon his legs. He reeled as 1f he was
drunk, I thought the man that accom-
panied him would never have been able to
get him up the h111 before you enter Bib-

. biena,
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biena. But his flow pace tired our patience,
and we rode on. Notwithftanding the place
wheré we left poor Grillo was not above a
mile from Bibbiena, I believe we got home
near two hours before he arrived. We were
afraid another fit of his falling ficknefs had
{eized him upon the road, efpecially as there
was the hill to mount. He at laft however
appeared, but fo weak, that the whole vil-
lage caine out to fee him as a curiofity. He
then trailed himfelf into the ftable, out of
which I thought he would never come again,
as he was attacked various times with his
fits. He ufed to fall down upon the
ground, and beat himfelf about the ftible in
a terrible manner. In fhort, affairs grew fo
bad, that we thought it beft to order him to
be killed. My friend’s wife, however, by
her intreaties faved him from that fentence,
and we have fent him down to one of his
farmé, where he will live, at little or no
expence, till naturc‘deprivcs him of his mi-
ferable exiftence,,

I have
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T have heen this evening to bathe in the
Arno, but notwithftanding the many rivers
which furround this place, there is none of
them very well adapted to the purpofe.
The water in them all is at prefent too fhale
low. Returning by a retired part of the
river, we faw fome nymphs performing the
fame office, but haftily retired, mindful of
the fate of A&eon. I have, inftead of infult-
ing them in their ablutions, fet up a little
weekly aflembly for their diverfion. Four
fidlers have made us dance every thing that
was danceable, and the ruftic whirls of the
Trefcone, have been traced \by Britith fect.
'The juice of various fruits is given them
congealed by fnow, brought from the
mountain of the Alverna. The reverend
fathers, who dwell upon the fummit, give
it gratis to thofe who will be at the ex-
pence of . fetching it. Sebaftian mixes it
with falt, whofe nitrous quality coagulates
the liquor in the veffel, which is turned
about jn it. I fhall foon have a refpetable

' perfonage
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perfonage to partake of my frigid cols
tion, for the "the bifhop of Sammini
is expefted, and I flatter myfelf W
venerable prelate will honor me with hi
prefence.

Bibbieria, one o’clock, afterno
. 'Tuefday, July 21, 1761,

I have been vifited, this morniag, by
curious inhabitant of the village. This gen
tleman came into my room with a gut
face, and told me he had a favor to begof
me. I defired him to fit down and nm
what I could do to be of fervice to hin.|
Sir, fays he, you are a learned gentlem,
and I am come to inform myfelf of 2 e
of literature. Ipromxfed hlm, that if [ 8
capable of anfwering his que{hon, I wolk
do it to the beft of my knowledge. P
fir, fays he, with gravity, can you tell ™
the real value, in our money, of the antit

Roman As ? I was furprifed to hear fuch?
qucrj

4 l
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quéry proceed from a ruftic’s mouth, for
my vifitor was little better. I affured him
however of my ignorance in all forts of an
tiquarian knowledge. I told him, if he had a
mind to know the modern money of Rome,
I could tell him that exadtly, fome having
pafled through my hands; but that for the
ancient, as it was not current cath, I had
not fo juft an idea of its value. In fhort, I
faid fo much, that I believe the good gen-
tleman thought the demand he had made
rather out of the way, and turned the fub-
je&. A little time after, my landlord en-
tered the room, with his {word, cane, and
hat, and told me it was late. ‘This broad
hint drove away my ruftic antiquarian, and
we all three fallied out of the houfe to-
gether, he taking the road home, and we
that to the Prepofitura, or habitation of the
propofto, who is the bifhop’s vicar. We
are in the diocefe of Arezzo I think.
Our vifit here was like other vifits, as
well as the re® we made, fo that I will

1 nog
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not trouble you with them. In the:
I had the pleafure of fecing part of ¢
operation of extra@&mg filk from the i
worms web,

- LET,
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LETTER XXX

Monday, half after ten at night,
. July 27, 1761,

TH IS evening I have been fwimming,
as there was no horfe to be had. My
kandlord is not yet got well from his lame-
nefs. But what do you think, Grillo, my
horfe, that was given over as a loft fheep,
and fent down to a farm to graze and decay,
as a milder death than that caufed by the
explofion of powder, this fame given-over
Grillo is returned quite to life Standihg
about an hour ago at the ftreet door, I faw
the groom trotting a horfe towards us that
feemed to have much fpirit. I would not
believe for a long time it was the poor weak’
creature I ‘hagd met with upon the road to
Florence a little above a week before. "How-

ever, let him-go ever fo wéll,' I am fure I
Vor, III, Z : will -



354 f£ETTERS FROM

will never get upon his back, for what
know but his vertigo may feize him ag
upon the brink of fome of the precipi
with which this country fo abounds. Hos
ever, if we can get his bruifes to appes
well enough to fell at fome fair or othe
that is all we want. Cheating in horfe-fil
is no more a crime here than with usinEsg
land. .Not that I could have impudee
enough to declare Grillo was found. Bt
that I leave to the care of my landlord ad

his fervants.
9 J'clock ataigh

. T was mterrupted by the appearance of 4
Neapolltan. This pe,rfonage called hinf!
-a poet, and defired us to let him fing fomt
extemporary ftanzas in- commendation i
‘our honors. We confented and accord
mgly, his guitarre bemg brought. and tureh
he began to fing to it my praifes. Yo m)‘

© imagine the French were humbled, be«t.

al
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and annihilated in his verfes. - From hence
his hobbling mufe turried to my landlord,
and talked much about Hippocrites .and
Galen. He then glanced to the ladies, and
made flourithes about lovely eyes, fires,
flames and darts. ‘This diverfion of extema
porary verfes is what is very common in
~ Italy, in Tufcany particularly. Indeed,
there are fome of the people, who make a
profeffion of this art, that are furprifing in
their readinefs at rhyming. However, thefe
Gothic jingles are much more plentiful in
the Italian language than in the Englifh.
The extemporary Jpouters affift themfelves,
I imagiﬁe, by a fort of common-pfacc poetry,
which they take care to have in their head.’
For example, if they fpeak to an Englith-
man, they have a fet of lines ready for that
nation; the fame if they addrefs themfelves
to a Frenchman. They have others for
phyficians, lawyers, officers, and fo on:
but our Neapolitan was not one of thefe

Z2 excellent
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excellent extemporarians. He made the que
eft confufion of every thing imaginabl
However, he ferved to raifea laugh for abu
half an hour, and that was enough.

\

LET
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L. ET T E R XXXIL

Bibbiena, half after § in the evening,
Sunday, Auguft2, 1761.

I WENT this morning to make my vifit
to Monfignor the bithop of ~Samminiato,
who did not-arrive till the day before yefter-

day. He received me with great politenefs '

and affability. There were a number of
people at his levee; for in this little place
he makes the dppearance of 8 great man,
I ftaid with him about the fpace of an hour.

The converfation ‘ran upon theatrigal per- -

formances. 'The prélate did not feem at all

to agree with us in our not obferving the =

unity of time and place, much lefs in our

killing upon the ftage. He talked: the yfual '

language upon this fubje&. Mentioned
 Horace and Ariftotle, and other authors that
{peak againft thofe freedoms ay defells,

Zs . . Al

. N
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All that I could fay in defence of them wx,

that tho’ certainly our dramatic compofition;

contradicted the eftablithed rules of antiquity,

yet the liberty we took in them gave usa

opportunity of introducing many beautie;,

of which their confined method of writing

was not capable. ‘That I did not fee why

we were to be bound down to the maxim;

of the ancients, except as far as thofe mar

-ims were comfarmable tp reafon and natur,
That- there feemed to me nothjng contn-

- diCory to reafon in the perfonages of a pliy
roving from one {pot to another, or in tht'
time of the attion’s taking up the fpaced
two or three days. 1 did not deny, howere:
that fome of our authors might abufe thi
privilege, and particularly Shakefpeare, but‘
that the great beauty of his poetry ma
ample amends for the incorre@nefs of hi
pieces, With regard to killing upon the
ftage, I confefled that qur tragic author |
loved blpod, and that, perhaps, we too ofte
ntreduced feenes.of muyder npon the theatt:
How
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Jowever, that as our aftors’ were ufed to
hefe kinds of reprefentations, they died
with a much better grace, and more naturally
than any Italian could. poffibly do.. - Thus
[ defended our party againft the bithop as
well as I.could. We talked befides of many
other things, till at laft our converfation glana
ced to natural hiftory. We here wondered at
the prodigious number of fhells found every
where almoft among the mountains in Italy..
It is really furprifing how they fhould come
there, and fome of them many feet under -
the furface of the earth. Indeed, I believe
many of thefe natural curiofities are to be
found with us in England, but not in fuch”
quantities. They feem a proof that the
furface of the earth muft have undergone
fome confiderable changes. Nor does the
Mofaical account of the deluge explain thefe
phenomena, It might have left fhells upon
the furface of the earth, but it could never,
I fhould think, have buried them in the
depth of mines. No reafonable {folution
Z4 has
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has yet been given of this wonderful un
tity of marine fubftances found in
bowels of the earth, and it feems one
thofe fecrets which the Author of na
has chofen ta hide from the inquifitive
fearches of men. After this difquifition t
sonverfation rolled upon the government
England, which was commended. -

"LET
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LETTER XXXI

)

Bibbicna, a quarter after g, morning,
Sunday, Auguft g, 1761.

S I G N OR Andrea, my landlord’s brother,

has been to make me a vifit this morning,.
During the time of his ftay with me we .
had a furious ftorm of thunder, lightaing,
wind, and hail, the latter fo big, that I -
believe it will do much damage to the vines
and the young grapes upon them. It broke
the windows on the other fide of the houfe.
The people even fhricked to fee their beloved
vineyards a prey to the angry elements, and
they fay if only one grape is bruifed by the
hail the nitrous quality of it deftroys the
whole branch. But the wine here is in great
abundance with no vent, which renders it
lefs valuable. Our converfation in the mean
time turned upon the polmcal and juridical

regulatlons
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regulations of Tufcany. We talked abou
the fucceflion to eftates of perfons aying ine
teftate. Amongft us the elder brother bs
| all, here it is divided equally among then
Certainly with regard to equity the Tufcas
furpafs us. It is undoubtedly unjuft becau
you are born a year after your elder brother,
that he is to have every thing, and youb
" almoft a beggar. But if we are to confidr
which is of moft ufe to the commonwealt,
I think without doubt it is our method
The eldeft brother, by having the greateh
part of the fortune, is able to keep up the ‘
‘family with dignity and {fplendor. Thott '
who have had the ill luck to come later into
the world are obliged to follow fome profel i
fion, and confequently, be of ufe to tht |
community. But here, by the eftates being |
divided between five or fix brothers, they
have all enough to live idly upon, and ne
ther of them f{ufficient to make a figure
This i1s, without doubt, thecaufe of fec-

- jng {o many poor infignificant noblemen in
2 . It?ly»
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Italy, and their titles as well as their eftates
are common. However in fome families they -
have a r;xajorafpo eftablifhed, or a pottion of
the eftate fettled upon the eldeft fon, which
reduces things a little to our plan. 'This is
the cafe in my landlord’s family, and they
have an odd way of making the entail. His
anceftors gave the property, fo intended to b e
tied down, to the order of St. Stephen, a
T'ufcan order of knights inftituted by the
grand dukes. Like all others of the kind in
Italy it has certain benefices or commendas
dependent upon it. Thefe are in'the gift of
the head of the. order, which is the 'granﬂ
duke, who, you know, is at prefent the em.
peror of Germany. Now lands are given to
thefe orders in truft for the eldeft male chil-
dren of a family, by which the order geté
.the right of patronage, and the fuccéffive
poffeflors have the privilege -of hanging St.
_Stephen’,s crqfs upon a bit of ribband to their
button-hole. But this my landlord can not
wear, for the profeffion of phyfic is a degra-
dation
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dation from knighthood, as this country e
" cludes both medicine and jurifpradence fron
the lift of honorable profeflions.  And yt
my landlord’s uncle was phyfician to Da
Carlos the prefent king of Spain, when
fell ill of the fmall pox at Leghorne, upn
his firft landing in Italy, as heir to, John
Gaftone the then grand duke. What:
change has Tufcany undergone fince then,
and who would have believed that it ws |
ever to pafs under the power of the Ger-
mans ! Don Carlos, the fecond fon of Phi-
lip the fifth, comes into Tufcany to fuc
ceed John Gaftone, who had no iffue. He
and his attendant Spanifh troops are received
almoft as mafters, even while the old grand
duke lived. In the mean time the kingdoms
‘of Naples and Sicily are conquered from the

Auftrians, Don Carlos goes there to reigh,
and at the making up a peace the Spaniards
entirely give up Tufcany to the emperon
who in return cedes Lorraine, all he thes

had, to France in reverfion, after the death
3¢ ' p
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of Staniflaus, titular king of -Poland, ‘and
father-in-law to Lewis the fifteenth. ‘The
queen of Hungary likéwife gave up her pres
tenfions to the kingdbn‘x of the two Sicilieg,
with this provife however, that if ever. Don /
Carlos came to reign in:Spain, his brother the
duke of Parma fhould fucceed to Naples,
and the prefent ftates of the infant Don Phie
lip be given up to the queen. Dan Carlos iy
at prefent upon the throne of Spain, byt his.
fon, not his brother, is king of Naples, and
the dutchies of Parma and Placentia are ftilf
in the pofieffion of the infant. His catholic
majefty thought . his fon nearer than bis
hrother, and both.much more eonnected
with him than the houfe of Aufiria. Ha
may attribute, I believe, the quiet pafling of
thefe affairs to the king of Pruffia, whofg arms
have found the emprefs queen other em-

ployment than enforcing the treaty of Aix-
la-Chapelle.

LET-
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LETTER XXXV

Bibbiena, Auguft 16, 1761
_ Sunday morning 11 o’clock,

LAST Thurfday, as it was the anniver
fary of the feaft of St. Hippolitus, th
patron of this place, there were great doings
for a little village. ‘The propofto or provof
gave a general dinner to all the gentlemn
and ladies. The bithop of Sammiiniato ws
there. After dinner a butt of wine ¥
diftributed to the poor of the place. Asit
flowed in a fort of fountain, there wi
much fcrambling for it, and fome broken
heads given and received. When the liquor
flowed no more, we all adjourned to the
church, ‘where a declamation was made w
* by a gentleman of the place, which beiig
finithed, various pieces of poetry wete pr*
duced. - The fubje&, which was the fane
for the declamation as for the poetry, yo!
will think \;ery dry. - It was whether Con
ftantine was chriftenied in Rome or in Co

frantie

)
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ftantinople.* The ufual theme was gene-
‘rally the life and attions of St. Hippolitus.
But the fame fubje@ had been continued
for fo many years, that they were quite
tired of it, and accordingly they agreed to
alter it to fomething elfe,” and the propofto
chofe the before-mentioned clegant fubje&t
for poetry.  We were talking about this
two or -three mornings before, at the pro-
pofte’s. I there ventured to tell’ him that’
the theme 'propo.fe'd, as confifting in a
learned difquifition, feemed: to me not very
proper for the declamations, and much lefs
. for the mufes ; that in my opinion fome {ub-
ject where the paffions could be interefted
ought to be chofen, agfor-example, ¢ whe-
¢ ther St. Peter, when he heard the cock
“ crow, felt the moft intenfe grief, or Mary
‘¢ Magdalene, when ‘the beheld our Saviour
‘¢ extended upon the crofs?” This was a thing -

- % He, was chriftened at neither, but at Nicomedia, by
Eufebius, bifhop of that city, and a little before his death

I faid



s8¢ LETTERS FROM -
I faid without thinking or reflecting, -ima-
gine then my furprize, when, afterevery per-
fon had finithed rehearfing their compofitions,
. the propofto ftopd up, and, “ Gentlemen,
“ fays he, the fubje for the retyrn of -this
¢ annual feftival is, Whether St. Peter after
* having denied his mafter, and hearing the
“ cock crow, felt mare internal grief than
¢ Mary Magdalene when fhe heheld the Savi-
“ our of the world expiring upon the crofs.”
I would have ftopped him, but he went en,
and accordingly this is the fubje& for the en-
fuing year. It was dark before all was finith-
ed and we got out of the church, where'we
had been feated in a fort of ring before
‘the principal altar. The propofto carried us
a fecond time to his prepofitura, or lodge,
which, is juft by the church, and treated us
with water-melons in quantity, cooled in ice.
This indeed, ,is a cuftomary obligation upon
-him every year, but the dinner was volun-
tary. The evening pafled at the bithop of
Samminiato’s, where moft of the ladies and
| o ~ gentlemen
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‘géntlemén adjourned. Converfation and cards

went forward in the fame manner as in our °

meetings of that kind in England. Thus
finithed St. Hippolitus's day..

The life and martyrdom of this mighty
patron of Bibbiena is as follows. I have
taken it from a laft year’s declamation. It is
in an oratorical ftyle.

v Bc;hold' him in his tendér years, armed
¢ with fword and helm, and fighting under

“ the Emperor Decius in the fervice of his

“ country, that country which boafted as

“ many foldiers as it had citizens, and whofe
“ triumphant eagle extended its wings over
¢ the whole world. But while he was
* humbling the enemies of his native Rome,
- ““he did not lefs attempt to conquer thofe
. “internal foés, the paffions, and animated
“ by a ray of the true religion, direted every

“flep to that end. Nor could the prudent

“ youth find a better manner of triumphing

Vor. III. A a ““ over .
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« over the flattering power of the werld,
* than by humbling the defires of nature,
“ and devoting himfelf to the laws of evan-~
¢ gelical perfeCtion. Fo point him out the
¢ way to this he had the advantage of hav-
“ing no ordinary example. He was order-
“ed to be upon guard when St. Lawrence
“ was burnt alive vpon the flaming coals.
¢ The heroical behaviour of that martyr in
‘¢ the midft of his torments, animated by the
* moft lively expreflions of love and zeal,
*¢ had-fuch an effe wpon the youth, that he
“ refolved” from the very moment. to leave
* the neble profeflion of war, in order to
‘¢ practife with greater fervor, than it was
~ « poffible to do amidft the tumults of arms, |
¢ the virtues of devotion, faith, and charity, |
* Pulling up his beaver, he declared himfelf
‘¢ publickly a Chriftian, nor were riches: or
- “ ambitious hopes capable of reftraining his
¢¢ defires for the palm of martyrdom. - Fhe -
“ emperor Decius hearing that Hippolisus
« had declared himfclf openly to be a Chif-

T % tian,
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* tian, while he was upon guard, ordered
*him to be brought .into his prefence.
* Upon the appearance of the noble youth,
* what flattering temptations’ did not he
* make ufe of to feduce his conftancy, but
* finding it inflexible to entreaties, he at«
 tempted to fhake it by threats. Thefe
* however, proving equally unavailing, and
¢ his prior love towards Hippolitus being °
¢ now all converted into fury, he ordered
¢ fome ftones to be thrown at him, which
¢ wounded him to fuch a degree upon the
* mouth, that he ftained the grouud about
‘ him with his flowing blood, that blood
' which rendering fruits tenfold, proved
¢ the rich feed of future Chriftians. After
¢ this he was conducted into prifon. But
“why do I fay into prifon? It was the
** happy habitation his heart had been fo long
“ defirous of obtaining. The importunate
¢ incitements of his relations, his extenfive
¥ riches and increafing bohors, had before -
“ hindered him in fome meafure from arri-
’ Aaz ¢ ving
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“ ving to that perfection for which he fighed,
“ I fay in fome meafure, for even then with
* difdainful eye did he behold the flattering
‘¢ allurements of the world, and deliver hir-
¢ {elf into the arms of mortification. Bu
““ now he was content. Horror and dark-
¢ nefs reigned around him, incapable how-
“ ever of obfcuring thofe zealous flames,
¢ which burned within his breaft. In the
“ mean time moft of the fervants of Hip.
¢t politus, excited by the example of thei
¢ mafter, abandoned their errors and deter-
““ mined to follow the holy crofs; that ban-
““ ner of true glory. Decius upon hearing
¢ this ordered them all to be beheaded, and
“ they died glorious martyrs to our facred
¢ religion. The tyrant enraged at their in-
‘“ trepidity, and cenfidering Hippelitus a
‘¢ the caufe of it, full of anger and difdain
‘“ gave orders to the prefect Valerian for his
« punithmient. The invincible youth, after
‘¢ being ftripped naked, had firft of all hi
“ fleth combed and torn with iron curry-

l ¢¢ combs.
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¢ combs. But I fhould excite too much
¢<.horror in my audience, if I was to recount
¢ one by one the various torments which
““ our patron f{uffered. He in the mean
‘¢ time, with ferene eountenance, feemed’
¢ more ready in the receival, than his ex-’
¢ ecutioners. in the application of them,’
¢ baffling .with holy ardor . the vain at-'
“« tempts of impious cruelty. - The em-’
¢ peror finding all his ideas of humbling’
¢ the ‘youth’s zealous fpirit vain, gave the’
“ final fentence to the prefect, who was'
¢ to inflict upon him the moft cruel death’
¢ imagination cpuld fuggeft. Accordingly’
‘¢ his innocent limbs were faﬂened\ to the’
“ tails of four untamed courfers, who gal-
s¢ loping furioufly diﬂ?’erent ways, reduced
¢ to atoms the earthly paft of our holy
“ martyr ; the divine flying to that hea-
“ yen where it afpired, exchanged a pre-
“ carious mortal life, for eternity and
#¢ happinefs. |

Aagz © 'The
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The author concludes his declamation by
the following invocation, ’

¢ To thee, generous champion, do the
¢ devout inhabitants " of Bibbiena addrefs
¢¢ themfelves, aflembled here to celebrate
“and hymn thy triumphs. They bum-
¢ bly. offer up their vow{ to thee and im-
¢¢ plore thy gracious protection,  Shower
¢ down bleflings upon our town, and con-
¢ fecrate it by thy falutary influence, tha
“ imitating thy victories, and following
‘¢ the examplé of thy virtues, we may ar,
“ rive to that glorious heighth of happi-
¢ nefs, which in company with the other
¢ faints and martyrs thou now enjoyeﬁ,

‘ Monday, Auguﬁ 17, 8 o’clock,
moraing. ’

1 was yefterday afternoon at the convent
of St, Mary’s to hear a panegyﬁc in praife
of St. Domenico, of which order thofe

friers are. After the pnor had finithed a
ﬁowcr}'

A
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fowery declamation upon that perfecuting
faint, we were conducted inte his room,
where he gave us ices of different forts, me-
dons and other good things. The bifhop was
there with a large company of us who had
dined with him. He was to confecrate fome
ftones in the church. You may wonder
what ufe the friers can have for facred ftones, -
but they want to-erect a new altar-picce, the
ftones of which muft be fanctified, and none
but a bifhop can give them the proper degree
of boliness. - -

Aayg . LET-
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LETTZEZR XXXV

Bibbicna, ¢ o'clock in the morning,
Tuefday, Auvguft 25, 1761,

LAST night I found a {corpion in my
writing defk. It was open, and I was juft
going to bed, when I faw the black animal
crawling about my papers. I called Sebaftian,
who fhook him off the writings upon the
ground. The fcorpion, finding himfelf dif-
turbed, began to run away abc}ut as faft as
a fpider. However, Sebaftian's great foot
foon ftapped his courfe by crufhing him ta
death. It was but a young fcorpién, and of
a fmall fize, They now and then are nearly
as big as cray;ﬁfh,, which they fomething
refemble. How frightened we are in Eng-
land at the pame of them, and yet they are

- here little more regarded than fpiders. I

was fgga,ki,ng to a gardener, who was ftung

1
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by one, and" faid the wound was very bad
indeed, *“ No, fir, cried he, I ‘was not
¢ well for three whole days;” an idea
yery ‘diﬁ‘ercnt; from the fatality, which we
generally attribute to that poifon; but J will
not deny that it may be worfe in hotter
countries. They are feldom to be found in
houfes, but under ﬁowcr-pots in gardens,
and thofe places. The ,fcorpion,'l think,
is the only poifonous animal they have
here in Italy more than we in England,
There are, indeed, 2 number of lizards, but
very few of them are venemous. As for
adders, toads, and thofe other difgufting
animals we have them as much as the
Italians, tho” perhaps the adders and vipers
have rather more venom in hotter climates.
But I fay. wrong when I affert there are no
more péifqnous animals, for in Apulié, a
Provincé of the kingdom of Naples, there is
the tarantula, tho’ the ftory they tell about
curing its bite by mufic is apochryphal. I
do not, indeed, doubt but that they make

' : the
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the people who aré bit by this little animal
in Apulia danceto the found of a fiddle, but
whether this is only an idea the countryi
people have among themfelves, or whether
it does the patient any geod, is what I ca
" not tell. You know Apulia is a remot
province, and the people confequently igno-
rant, and why may not queer ftories and
beliefs be current among them as well as in
many of our diftant counties in- England,
and the ftory of feeond-fight in- Scotland,
" As we have a terrible idea with. us of the
poifonous animals in Italy, we have not 2
very favorable notion of the number of wild
beafts we imagine 'the& have. Now I do

not know of any favage animal that roams

their forefts more than ours, excepf bears and
wolves, ‘They have, indeed, wild ‘boars,
but thofe are fo far from being accounted
noxious, that they have almoft as ftrict laws
in their defence as our game; The flethis
very much efteemed here in Italy, and its
. wild tafte, at firft like tainted meat, becomes
‘aftere
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1fterwards very agreeable.' When I was
aft in this country, I went once out a boar-.
wunting at Pifa, in a foreft there is juft by
‘hat town.. I could not, however, carry, a
run, as you muft have a particular licenfe
‘0 do it in that foreft, which belongs to the
esmperor, The way they hunted the wild
boar was as follows. The hunt{fmen placed.
themfelves at different pofts in the wood, by .
which it was likely the boar would pafs.
Two other men in the mean time went to
the other fide of it with a couple of dogs,
and béating about, and making 3 great -
noife, drove out the boars to the .places.
where the men were difperfed with their
guns, 1 confefs I did not like my fituation,,
in being obliged to go and ftand on foot by.
a huntfman, and truft to his piece, while. '
they were driving all the boars down upon.
us. The men fhouting, the dogs barking, and
‘the boars grunting through the woodlands,
did not at all pleafe me. An eafy tree to
climh oﬁ'erihg on my :ight hand, I thought

: Ihad.
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I had better fave my fkin, and -look liks
Sancho Panca. Accordingly, I got up, and
having feated myfelf in fecurity upon one of
the. branches, looked round. It was nota

great while before a boar appeared grunting
along by the poft of the man near my tree.
He did not fire at him, I do not know why,
but the man at the next poft made wup for
this deficiency, and maimed both his forc.-‘
legs by a ball, which paffed through his
fhoulder blades. As they faid he could not
run, I ventured to come down from ‘my |
afylum, and look at him. I faw him rolling
about upon the ground, with.one of the
dogs-upon him. The man had juft charged
his piece again, and approaching the grify
monfler, {hot him through the head. Upon
the report of the mufket, all the people
aflembled to the place where we were. We
began examining the mighty tufks of our
prize, which, however, were not fo large as
fome 1 have feen, upon account of the boar’s
being yaqung, B
‘ Bibbiena,
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Bibbiena, g o’clock in the mtorning.
Wednefday, Auguft 26, 1761.

‘T HE wolves and bears, with which we
fay Italy is fo ftocked, give not the terrible
idea here as with us in England, the’ there -
are ;'ert-éinly many of the former, and fome
few of the Jatter. As to bears, I mean thofe
not having a humin form, they are very
rare, and only in fome of the high uninha-
bited woody mountains, and never appear
out of their gloomy recefles to infeft paffen-
gers. Much lefs wolves, which are more
timid animals " than we imagine, - except
driven by extreme hunger; and if king
Edgar gave fo much money to have them
extirpated out of England, it muft have been
for the fake of his fubje@’s fheep, and not
of their perfons. Returning laft time through
the Alps to England, I faw one in a field,
which I imagined to be a dog; but the
poftilion affured me it was a wolf, and began -

hallooing



82 LETTERS FROM

hallooing, upon which it retreated in 3

heavy gallop under cover,

With regard to the tarantula, my land.
Yord, who was in Apulia, as phyfician to the
Spanifh army, fays, * that the making the
s¢ perfons dance whe are bit'by the little
“ {pider is true, but agrees with me in its

© ¢ being only a popular prejudice, and that it

¢ can not poffibly be of any fervice to the
¢ patients, without it is by making them
‘¢ perfpire, and this, he fays, they do plen-

- ¢ tifully; for the only two months the

¢ tarantula is venemous are the hotteft
* in the year, thofe of July and Auguft.
He made me laugh with a ftory he told me
of a little French boy he had when he was at
Palermo. -The poor lad was bit by a fpider,
which are here more venemous than in Eng-
land. His mafter being abroad, the boy told
his cafe to the other fervants of the houfe.
They had the impudence to aflure him it was |
a tarantula, and in order to-make fun, fidlers
were
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were called in, and the ignorant youth was
ordered to dance for his life. -Pierre, for
that was his pame, in a fright, and half
crying, began throwing his legs and arms
about in an aukward thanner. In fhort, they
made him caper round the room for above a
eouple of hours, to the tune of the tarantella,
the name of a barbarous jig, compofed pur-
pofely for this occafion. When the boy
was quite tired, they put him to bed, where
his mafter found him upon his return home.
When he came to the bed-fide to atk what
was the matter; the poor youth burft out
into tears, and with a long face faid, ab!
mon chere maitre, Jje fuis empoiformé. But tell
me how all this happened, fays my landlord.
Ah! Monfieur, anfwers. Pierre, regardez,
regardex,. thewing his arm. What has any
thing bit you? Ouwi, Monfiewr, helas! la
tarantuls, la taramtule, Monfienr.  His maf-
ter  was not a little aﬁonifhed, to hear
of tarantulas in Palermo,. but going out to
‘make enquirigs among the other fervants,
' 3 the

\
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the affair was foon difcovered, and Pierrs

‘relieved from.his anxiety. Some fuch flory

as this, I dare fay, led Do&tor Mead aftray,
when he wrote his treatife upon poifons, ané
laid down mufic and daricing as a cure for
the bite of a tarantula. This little animal
is a fort of reddith fpider. Very few per-
fons, however, exéept reapers, are ever bit’
by thefe noxious infeéts, as-they are feldom |

'to be found, except in the fields, and among

corn. ‘This is reaped in the two hotteft
months ‘of the year, juft when that little?
animal has the greateft venom. Not only
the tarantula, but fcorpions and all other

venemous animals are more noxious in the

~months of July and Auguft, in fhort, in |

furhmer than in winter. The more power- |
ful fun, that brings to greater perfedion the

fruits of the earth, as it has greater virtue \
in its beneficent, has likewife more force in
its peftiferous effets. And that not only |
in ripening all poifons to a greater degree of
infetion, butin extraing more fatal vapours

from
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from the bofom of the earth. And thefe
caufe the unwholefome air there is at certain
rimes of the year in parts of Italy, and pare
icularly in low marthy places. As for exs
imple, the Campania of Rome is almoft en«
ritely deferted upon that account. And
yet anciently it is faid to have been very -
much inhabited, and very well cuk;ivated.‘
But perhaps that inbabitation and cultivation
might be the caufe of the vapou;s not pro-
ducing their fatal influence.. However, Jus
venal tells us that

¢ Provida Pompeio dederat Camﬁnh fcbré:
¢ Optandas.” -

But great men may have fevers any where, -
when . the never-dying worm gnaws upon
the mind.

What 1 swonder at is that Spain, tho’ a
warmer country thaa Italy, is not fubjeét.to
this tainted air. Perhaps, there falling litde
0r no dews throughout the greateft pat of

Vor, III, Bb that
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that peninfula may be the caufe, whib,
tho’ conducive to health, is no advantagt
the fertility of the foil. What I fpeak her,
however, will principally hold good wit
regard to the province of Andalufia. Tk
climate of the kingdoms of .Valentia af
Catalonia refembles more that of Italy. Fu
as Spain is a large territory, you may m
gine thereis a confiderable difference betwea
her particular provinces or kingdoms, asf
pleafes to term them. But the Italians my
have more apprehenfions of this bad airths

, , \
it deferves. I do not doubt its having fom.

effet, but the thinking it fatal to mot
from one houfe to another only three dous|
off, as the common people imagine at Rome,;
feems to be carrying theidea too far. T|
Romans have a notion that by fleeping evef
night in the fame place the bad air his ®
power over you, but that if you .do but §
and lie down in a bed in the next houft, °
are to die. However, in confequence of 1!

idea, there is a law at Rome that no Jandlor
o
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:an obligé a tenant - to quit a houfe during
the monthis of July and Auguft, and till the
frft rains id September; or, if it is a dry
[eafon, tho' indeed it feldom fails raining in
that morith, the whole of it.* But tho'l
blame the too great timidnefs of the Ro
mans, I will not deny that what they fay is
in part true, as founded upon experience.
It was in confequence of this opinion among
the inhabitants of Rome, that the Commens
dator d’Almada, when by the king of Por-
tugal’s order he commanded all Portuguefe
fubjeéts to quit that capital, gave them the li-
berty of remainingtill the end of the month of
September, cloathing this conceffion with
fpecious expreflions of the great affe&tion his
moft faithful majefty had for his fubje@s,
‘and that he would not even expofe them to
imagined dangers. That, therefore, during all

* This idea is now greatly exploded at Rome, tho’ part
of the country about it is certainly very unwholefome,
and cven fatal during the before mentioned months.

Bba2 the



$#% LETTERS PROM

- the dog-days to the emd of the moath of Sp
temnbei they might remsin peaceably in the
prefent fituation. Almada himi{clf, howew
left Rome immediately, (indeed, he coul
not help it,) and pafiing thrmgl; Fhoreae
weat t0 Turin, where he is at prefent,

_ LET
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L ET T ER - XXXVIL

1y

Bibbiena,  half after 10, mdgning,

Sunday, Auguft 30, 1761.

I Went out to take a ride yeflerday Weéiﬂg ,
with my landlord and vifit 2 soumtryman
that was ill at San Piero in Fraffina, p little
village about two miles from :hencé. Upon
our arrival we alighted at a gestleman’s’
houfe, the head perfon in the place, one
of whofe dabourers was the patient. He
received us very civilly, The furgeon -of
our village was likewife there, and made
us accelerate our vifit to the fick man. He
was come over from Bibbiena by order of
the doéter, who, as he had heard a bad -
account of his patient, had _told him to
“bring a couple of blifters. Upon my friend’s
firft feeing him, he faluted him and afked
. bim if be had brought what he ordered,

. B b 3 L Yes, -
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¢¢ Yes, that I have,” fays the ill looking
executioner to the faculty, ¢ and horfe onts
“ toq, for fuch muft they be for theft
‘¢ country beafts,” Tho’ the anfwer may fetn
to you not to be entirely confonant to the
laws of humanity, it ferved however,
make us laugh. 'Surgeons with us do na
carsy about blifters, ‘but you muft confides
in what a country place we are, and that
every profeflor in it muft be a kind of jut
of all trades, befides who could tell but thet
might be occafion . for fhedding blood, o
proceeding with fire and fteel, like my fir
rier, againft the diforder. Upon qur enter
ing the cottage of the invalid we occw
pied the little kitchen of it. My landlordh
as proto-medicus, took the firft place. On
his countenance fat the gravity neceflay
to the faculty upon fimilar occafions, Next
him was placed the furgeon, who Jooked
as if he was revolving in his mind the be--
fore mentioned fanguinary ideas, In 0%
‘two inferior places fat the {quire and o

o o felfy
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{elf, who tho' we were not much interefted
in the event of the prefent weighty debate,
wet veiled our looks with a fympathetic feri-
oufnefs. Well, fays my friend, with au-
thority, to a man and woman that ftood
oppofite to him, * declare to me the nature
“¢ of the patient’s cafe.” - Oh! lord fir,”
fays the woman, “ I am fure I do not know
¢ what is the matter, now and then he's
¢ hot, and now and then he’s cold, and

¢ then he .begins fleeping, and fleeps,” lord

¢¢ blefs my heart ! as if he never intended =

“ to wake again.. I am fure he flept fo
¢ much yefterday, that I was obliged to go-
¢ and call the prieft to try and wake him
¢ by faying prayers to him. And then he
¢¢ has not been to fteol, no, not for thefe
¢ three days. I am fure I had rather fee
¢¢ fomething come out of him, than a piece
¢ of gold. And yet we have given him all
¢ the niceft things we could to nourith him,
¢ but he does not feem to take them with a
¢ bit more relith than nothingat all.. Iam

Bbs * fure

7
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& fure I have not flept for thefe three nights
¢ for fitting up watching him, and Thaw
‘¢ kept his bed and his room as much |
‘¢ order as I could, and I have ¢leaned the
L ‘walls at: the head of his bed, and Ipu
“ him on. a clean fhirt yefterday, for tol
¢¢ fure he had wore the other a matterof 2
* fortnight, and it was fo dirty you could
¢ hardly fee a {peck of white in jt; and e
“ notwithftanding for a countryman bi
¢ linen is véry white.” “ I do not doubtit,"|
{ays the docor, * but I want to koow 2
¢ prefent the flate of my patient, not that
¢ of his linen. Dogs he do this ?—Yes.

# Does he do that *—Yes. Does his head |
‘¢ pain him'?—Yes. Very well. Now then

o let uws proceed to perfonal examination.” -
“ And accordingly we went in procefion .
into the patient’s room. Upon our ¢
trance: into the fick man’s apartment many
queftions were made and anfwered, The
he had a violent fever upon him, yet he wi
‘not foupd fo bad as was expected, and al
. ‘ ;houghﬁ
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thoughts of the horfe-blifters were laid
afide till -another opportunity. Nothing [
think wis .ordered but a clyfter and fome.
other emollient tbings. In the mean time the
eyes ‘of the woman hung upon the do&or,
as if to read his thoﬁghts' concerning ‘the
fate of her hufband. At length the afked, as
if addreffing an oracle, what he thought
would be the eveat of the diforder. The
dofler gave her ambiguous hopes, that with
care her hutband would recover. ¢¢ Oh! blefs
#¢ your heart, {ays the, and do you think fo ?
+ Well, Land fure I have prayed day and night
¢¢ for it to the blefled Virgin. But pray what
¢ muft I give him to eat, for poor thing it has
¢¢ ng nourtfhment at all in its flomach, and we
¢¢ have a nice young kid juft killed, in the
$¢ houfe} Kid! replied the doéor, ftaring,
¢ give him fome tea and other diluting Ii-
¢ quors.” As this Indian herb is only ufed me-
dicinally in Italy, fhe did not.feem to know
very well what it meant, but being informed
that the might get it at the aPothecary’s, the
) : appeased
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contented, and a fine beverage I fuppofe fhe
~ will make of it. She then took out a little
. .roll of paper from the corner of her pdcket
handkerchief, in which I fuppofe was money,
as the gave it the dotor, who feemed to re-
ceive it without confidering the hard hands -
.from whence it was wrung. However fhil-
lings go here as far as guineas in England,
but having got what we wanted, we left the
‘room in the fame order we entered it. Upon
-our return ¢q the fqﬁire’s we were peftered all
the way with country people coming to
afk our opinion of. difeafes, women with
.abortions, girls with hyfterics and I do not
know what-all. After ftealing a trophy of
flowers from the {quire’s garden, we returned

home.
" Vefterday before I went out on horfeback
. a curious {cene pafled in my room. As my
landlord and I had laughingly told a folitary
Jew merchant eftablifhed here, that we in-
‘tended to make him 3 Chriftian, and that
' then
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hen we would fight which fhould have him
he Roman catholics or the proteftants, yef-
:erday being his fabbath, (faturday,) and ha-
sing nothing to do, he appeared with a vgreat
book under his arm. When he was entered
into my room he fat down with civility and -
gravity, and opened his - formidable’ tome,
which proved to be a Hebrew bible, telling
me, that now he was ready to difpute with
me. My landlord was below ftairs looking
at his horfe. I fent to defire him to come up,
which accordingly he did,- and having heard
of Sabbath the Jew’s great book, he falked
in majeftically with a ftill greater, which
was a colleGion of ‘the lives of faints. Sab-
bath very civilly enquired what ftupendous

volume that might be, and when he was in-

formed it was a legendary of faints, faid very

humbly that he hoped we would excufe him,

if he did not give any credit at a]l to its au-

thority. ] could not avoid joining him in my
doubts of the whole of it being true. My
landlord fog feemed alfo to give it up by

‘ fhytting
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fhutting jits enormous page. Upon thisw
recurred to a Latin bible, but Sabbath told
us he knew nothing of the language, ul
defired us to tell him the chapteg and verh
of our quotations, and he would recur tohs
* own book. The firft paflage we fele€ied wi
the famous prophecy in Genefis, that ¢t
¢ fcepter fhall not depart from Judah untl
¢ Shiloh come,” which the Latin verfn
renders the Meffiah, or, quw mittendus ¢f ; but
the jew faid he could find no fuch verfin
the original. Not: being able to contradi&T
" him, from our ignorance in the Hebrew lu-
guage, we took fhelter undér the well known
words of, “ a Virgin fhall conceive and bear
* 2 fon;” but Sabbath told us the expeefion
fneant only a young weman in his book, ad
that the fa& came to pafs in the days of Her.
zekiah. We then ranfacked our memories
. for the other prophecies in the old teftamert,

" relating to Chrift, but Sabbath -knocked us
down "with texts he. recited - in Hebrew, of

which we could not underftand a word. The
: fury
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fary having once feized him, he began reads -
ing and overwhelming us with the Hebitew
bible, and would have put us to.the rout fof
want of being capable to return any anfier,
#f ‘'we had not beed informed that the horfes .

were teady, which ended our converfation
and difpute, '

- Upsn tmy word I efteem the Jews a very
pirticular nation to be {6 perfecuted as -they -

‘afe every ‘where, and yet not abanddn the
fuith “of ‘their anceftors. The courage alfo

with which fome of them maintain their relic -

gion in fpight of eppofition is not a little re-

markable. Yefterday when we were laugﬁing

and faying to Sabbath, ¢ah! never fear we

*¢ will make you a Chriftian in time.” ¢ No,

“e4ays he, gentlemen, it is impoffible. Tho’

« I do wrong to fay it is impoffible, for God

$¢ may deprive me of the light of reafon, how-

* ever while'the leaft ray of that remains there

¢¢ 15 ‘ne fear of my not continuing firm to my

* raligion.”” One that was executed at Rome

| fome
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fome years ago, notwithftanding all they
could do, and you knew the Roman catho-
- _lics fpare no pains to propagate their religion,
could not be brought in the leaft tittletw
abate his ideas of Judaifm. With the fame
{pirit they have expired at the ftake in Spain
and Portugal, when they could fave their
lives at the very laft inftant by ‘only faying
they embraced the Roman catholic reli
. gion. In fhort, the Jews are -certainly
very tenacious of their. do&trines, which I d
not doubt proceeds from their -flattering
themfelves with being convinced  of the
truth of them, and not from obftinacy,
the Roman catholics imagine.

Thuefday, half after 7 in the morning,
September 1, 1761.

MY little ball flourithed laft night, as
two or three young ladies made their appear-
ance who had not been here before, butl
was obliged to give them all faline draughts,

a
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as.the fnow and falt had mixed itfelf with
our peach juice through a little hole worn -
in our freezing machine.. Sebaftian was
very droll when he difcovered the accident. .
Well, fays he, this is not to be borne! I
fpent fo many hours’ (counting them'upon
his fingers,) in pounding the peaches, fo
many i doing this, and fo many in doin'g
that, and here in a few minutes the whorefon
falt is come in to fpoil every thing! In
thort, his rage mounted to fuch a pitch, that
I do not believe he would have attempted to
fave what little of the fherbet (the Italian
name, Jorbetto, for iced things,) was yet
untainted, if I had not reminded him of it.
Upon this he fet himfelf to work to get out.
what he could, and did fkim off fome of the
top, which was not quite fo much impreg-
- nated with brine as the reft, but ftill might
be recommended where falts are ordered to
be taken.

LET.
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LETTER XXXVIL

Bibbicna, half after g in the morning
Monday, September 7, 1761

YE STERDAY after dinner my landlor
- and I paid a melancholy, but curious viﬁt,‘
-to the brother of the bifhop of Samm:

| niato, who fome days ago loft his fenfss
‘By confufing his brain with reading a num
ber of books upon religion, he is run rel

giouﬂsr mad. Upon our entering the room

he knew us, and made us tolerably fenfibk

compliments as he lay inbed, but all on afud |

den, he cried out, “ Fiat ! oh,almighty word |

"% that produced the world out of nothing" !
He then fet himfelf to count with his fingers
five, feven, feven and a half, &c. and then o
day. * If I live that time, I {hall live twoags
“ As for you, fays he, pointing tome, youvil
‘¢ gointo limbo.” In fhort, he uttered ma
‘ ' - incohert®
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¢oherent. things. You know; I' préfume,
_ what limbo is? “The Rp}nan catholics, be-
fides heaven 4nd hell, have two othei divi-
fions in the lnvifible' world, which we know
nothing of. - Thefe tiwo unexplored plices
are purgatbry and limbo. - Purgatory is that
intermédiate ftate betweén heaven ‘and hell,
where thofe who aré not virtuous endugh to
enjoy immediately' the - formet, nor bad
enough to be condemned to the latter, are |
purged like ‘gold in the fire from the fins
that hang about thém, and leaving which
in the flames like drofs, they mount pure’
and uncontarminated to the heavenly man-
fionss Limbo is a different place, for thofe
. who ate guiltlefs of any crithe, and yet
upon account of not belng regenerated .by
the waters  of baptifm aré unable to enter
the gates of blifs. Under this number come
all unchriftened babes and righteous perfons
before the coming of Chrifty extept the
pattiarchs, whom our Sdviour; when he went
down to hell after his’ erucifixion, delivered

Vor. 1L Cec from
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from the confinement of limbo. For by:
accounts, it is 4 nafty dark ugly plage, and
well as purgatory adjoining to hell. Bui
teturn to our madman. ** Who.is t-here,» fa
“ he, ftaring, among yotf all, - that.knou
¢ how to write quick and well ? I offee
“ myfelf: Pen and ink then for the g
¢ tleman,” fays he: A pen and ink w
put into.my hand from off a table juft br
“ Well, fir, you will be fo good todr
¢ tate.” Ay, write, fiat—1 have written i
“ write recipe—I have dome it. Nt
“ 4 drop. of water. dropped upon th’!
¢ flames of hell from all eternity. Th
he talked fomething about God's dying, i
thort, uttered a deal of incoherent

which, inftead of pleafing, weuld be i
tirefome and fhocking for you to read.
faid we fhould be all ‘gardeners in paradi
afked his wife whether fhe remembered
time when her mother was born, withtwe
other melancholy abfurdities. At lafl
pills of laudanum came in, for his phyfc

2 - yad



ITALY, GERMANY, &c .40}

wanted to get him to fleep a little, which .
he had not done fince he was firft feized
with his delirium. - There was much diffi-
culty in getting him to fwallow this {oporific
riacdicine, which he did, however, at lafl,
{wearing he had got the devil incarnate in
his flomach. I then retired with the reft of-
the company, fér it was the univerfal opi-:
nion that keeping him talking made him
worfe. Even tho’ we-converfed among our-
felves, he would take up ‘the laft word ,we
faid as an echo, and add fomething of his
own to it. Upon my return home, I found
my landlord’s wife and daughters in the
ftreet very much frightened; for another
madman raving had pafled i)y them, and
abufed them terribly. I think we are got
into the cohutry of people out of their
fenfes. It feems this is a man efcaped
from Arezzo. He was a handfome fellow,
and did not look like a low perfon. He fright- -
ened a good many people yefterday night.
‘The poteftd or magiftrate was to blame in

’ Cc2 not
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not having put him into prifon. Howerer
as this officer is juft come, I believe b
hardly knew in which part of - his houfe
- prifons ftood. For in every potefteria ci
refidence of the potefti there are alway.;i
certain rooms fet apart for the confinemer
of, diforderly perfons. However, I this
fome country people, who found the i
man lying upon a bench quite tired, f
him into a cellar for the night. This mer
ing he was either let or got Ioofe, for her
down to the river Vefla, where he firipp
himfelf, and pelted ftones at thofe who
~ tempted to come near him, However,
was at laft taken, and by this time may &
near Arezzo, where they were to condid
him. I do not know how. they came tofn
that he bélonged to that city.

Bibbiena, half after g in the mornings
T uefday, September 8, 1761,

TH E laudanum that was given to the

bxihop s brother the day beforc yeﬁcrdaf»
tho
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:ho’ in a pretty large quantity, had no effect
in making him fleep. I think they fay it
made him lie without fpeaking in a fort of
lethargy for about two hours, but ftill with
his eyes open. . I had z vifit yefterday from
a philofopher, who came fome miles to con- .
verfe with me. I have long expe@ed his
appearance, but what delayed him was his .
having no coat, for he lives wild in the .
woods like a hermit, with only a kind of
waiftcoat the country people wear. He was |
vébliged, therefore, to fend to Arezzo for a
fuit of cloaths, in which he has done me
the honor of vifiting me. He was once
fecretary of theé finances -at Florence, and
was prote&ted by Ginori, then governor of
Leghorne, ‘who, if he had lived, wonld
probably have been made regent of Tufcany,
but his death deftroyed the hopes of his
native country, and ruined his friend. Count
Richecourt, who naturally hated the fup-.
pofed fucceflor to his honors, upon his
death difcountenanced all thofe who had
Cec 3 : been



- ..

% divert me. Air and exercife has re-efts-
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been prote@ted by him. Our philofophe
Joft his place with inai;y others, and retiri
immediately among thefe woods to pafs L
days in ftudy and retirement. He fpends
however, a little time of the winter
Arezzo, where he keeps his fuit of cloatks
which he fent for to appear before ‘me. I:
feems a fenfible man, but has an amazin
volubility of {peech. What he fays I b
lieve is true enough, that he has found mor
felicity fince his litefary retirement amongt
the moxinta';ns, than he did during all hi
expeftations and bufinefs, while his friend
Ginori lived. “ Ah! cried he, you ca
““ never imagine the uncertainties, uneaf-
* neffes and fatigues both of body and mind
“1 uﬁde;wcnt in the height of my profpe-
¢ rity. I was aflave to every perfon, but ]
 now am free, and mafter of myfelf. The
¢ little I have {uffices for my folitude, which
¢¢ is not tedious, while I héve my books to

¢ blithed my health, but what I moft prize
‘ ' ‘ i
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.} 1s that peace of mind, which is returned
* to me, and which I had loft in the tus,
¢ multuous fcenes of public life,” This
eally edifying converfation was carried on
till farther, without my having hardly an
spportunity of puftiﬂg in a word, .when
ny phiflo’fbpixer took leave of me, ignorant
>f my way of thinking, the’ he had {p
.':o?’i_ouﬂy difplayed his own, '

Ccs - LET-.
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LETTER XXXVHL

Bibbiena, half after ¢leven, morning,
Sunday, September 13, 1761

TH 1S plage affording nothing new I will

give you fome lctters of the prince of San
Severo of Naples, to cavalier Giraldi of Flo

rence, which the propofto of this place has.
communicated to me, and which relate toa
perpetual fire that pringe flatters himfelf to
have found out, |

The Prince of San Severo's firft Letter,

¢ I will now faithfully maintain the pro-
¢ mife I made you in my laft week’s letter,
¢ and will givé you a full relation of my
¢ wonderful difcovery, I thought I fhould
“ have heen.able to-have comfrifcd every

g thmg in one lctter, but I ﬁpd I thall have
¢ ma tteg
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f¢ matteér enough for three or four, and T

k< think it- better ‘to keep your curiofity in
¢ {ufpenfe than to give you a long tedious
«¢ Jetter at one time. The fa& then isas
¢¢ follows. Having applied myfelf to a chy-
¢ mical operation in order to make fome
¢ phyfical experiments, after 1 had laboted
¢ for at leaft four months, it happened one
¢ evening in the lattér end of November,
‘¢ that in opening, about an hour and a half
%¢ after fun-fet, four phials I had before me
¢¢ upon a little table, the .matter cantained
¢¢ in one of - them, and Which’weighed feven’
‘¢ grains lefs than the fourth part of an
¢ aqunce, being accidently held by me pretty
“ near a wax-candle, took fire; and fent.forth
¢¢ a conftant lively flame of a yellowith colour.
T remained fo confufed at this unexpeted
¢ accident that I did not-immediatély know
¢ what to do. At laftI pulled out my hand-
¢ kerchief in a hurry to take the phial, with+-
¢ out burning myfelf, off the table.where'it".
f then was, and put it upon a'no_ther:t'ablc
: | “that
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« that was juft by. Idid this, as-I was afrad
¢.of the phial’s burfting-with the heat, and
¢ that the fire, if fcattered about the tabl,
“ might light likewife the combuftible par-
¢¢ ticles contained in the other three phials,
¢ which were open too. You will tell me
¢ perhaps, that I fhould have done wiferin
“ taking the three old phials off the table’
‘¢ than in touching. that which was allin
¢ flames with evident danger of burning my-
« felf. But I do not know, if you was to
“ find yourfelf in as great 3 confufion as]
¢ was then, but you might have done the
¢¢ fame. I took it then, as I faid, in my hands,
““but inflead of finding ‘the glafs burning
¢ hot, as I had imagined, it v;ras, Little more
" ¢ than luke-warm, fo that I could hold it
¢ without putting myfelf to the leaft pain
- ¢ in my bare hand. . After it had burned fix
“¢ continued. hours upon the fable, I was fur-
s prized to- fiid the fAame juft as full and
lively as it was the firft inftant. ~How-
,“ ;vcr;l.thougbt‘ of going tobed and of put:
L ' #* ting
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¢¢ ting out the flame. What aftogifhed me
¢ ftil more  was, that in extinguifhing the
¢ flame with the glafs ftopper belonging to
‘¢ the phijal, I found the glafs only preferved
#¢ the very felf-fame degree of luke-warmth,

$¢as it had when I put it -upon the table, °
* ¢¢ notwithftanding the fire had been.burning

#¢ for fix hours. .:The next marning I got up
‘¢ .very early, not having been able to fleep
‘¢ upon account of the many ideas that were
o rolling in my mind, and ran immediately
f¢ to-my phial. I opened it and attempted
¢ to light the matter épntained in it, but it
¢ was not poffible to do it: I began.turning
¢¢ it with an ivory bodkin, when a momen-
¢¢ tary flame juft thot out from it, like what
¢¢ proceeds from fpirits of wine, when they
¢¢ are not well refified, and flill retain a great
‘¢ deal of phleghm. In fhort T tried every
¢¢ thing I could to light it but all in vain.
#¢ After having ‘made thefe fruitlefs endea-
£ vours it came into my head to weigh it,
ffas it d1d not feem te me to be a bit dimi-

¢ nifhed

-
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* nithed in bulk, and to be.juft of the famc‘
¢ confiftency as-the evening before uponis
#¢ taking fire, which was pretty near thatd
f¢ foft butter' in fummer time. Upon m
¢ weighing’ it I found to my great furpriz
“ that it was not diminithed an atom of it
“ érig%nal - weight. What think you now,
* my dear friend ! Does the cafe begin t
¢ grow ferious and furprizing or no ? Bu
*¢ this .I am certain will only be the firft de-
¢ gree of your aftonifhment. What ha
‘< happened filled my mind with fo many
¢ different - thoughts, that for two or thre
"#¢ days I was not capable of attending to any
¢ thing elfe. I locked myfelf up in my
“ room, .and fpent all my time in meditating
¢ upon what had happenped, and in forming
#{yftems, which had better foundations than
¢ mere hypothefis. , At:laft I refalved tocon-
“ tinue my ekperiments, that I might be
¢ more certain of them, and better able t0
% inveftigate the! reafons of this wonderfil
* phenamenon, -It ¢ame into my head v
' ¢ make
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*“ make a fort of candle of my materials,
‘¢ and in confequence of this idea I took part
¢ of the matter that was in the three re-
¢ maining phlals, and put it into a little tube’
¢ that ‘had a cover to it and a hole in the’
¢¢ middle of the covér. I puta fort of fauff®
s through this hole made of that matter-
¢ which’ chymifts-are well acquainted. with, ’
¢ and whiéh does ‘net receive any damage-
¢¢ from fire. I had rubbed it over and over
¢ again with the before mentioned compofi-
¢¢ tion. Having done this, T applied a candle-
¢ to that end of it which ftuck out of the
¢ hole, but notwithftanding whatever I could
¢ do, I could never get it to take fire. You'
¢ can not imagine how melancholy I remain-
“ ed on feeing all my hopes prove fruitlefs.”
« At laft I refolved to take away the fnuff’
¢¢ and the cover from the tube and. fet fire to’
“ the matter itfelf, which.I did not doubt’
« would burft out into a flame, as-it had done
" % the evening before. But all my attempts’
$¢ proved in vain. I fat myfelf down ina
SR S | , ¢ fort
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“¢ fort of defpair in a great chair, and after
‘¢ having refleted fome time, it came into
“ my head, that the fmall quantity of the
* matter might be the reafon of its not taking
‘¢ fire. This gave me freth courage, andl
¢ refolved to try a fecond time. According}y
I put the covet and fnuff again upon my
¢ tube, without however clofing it quite
¢ down. Having done this I p'laccd ihc
‘ tube in my little fcales, and began to add
“ frefh matter to the former with the end of
““ my bodkin. What I had flattered myfelf
‘¢ happened, for I had no fooner by little and
‘¢ little added freth matter till the whole ar-
“rived to the weight of feven and twenty
. ¢ grains lefs than the fourth part of an ounce,
“ exclufive of the weight of the fnuff, when
¢ immediately upon my holding a wax can-
«¢ dle ta it, the fnuff lighted, notwithftand-
¢ ing I had tried fo many times before to do
‘it in vain. You may imagine what plea.:
¢ fure this gave me, and in order to afcertain
¢ whether the exat quantity of matter then
¢ employed
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* employed was neceffary, Flifted. the fouff
“¢ and cover up a.little, and began with the
¢ butvend of my bodkin to take out the
¢¢ matter by degrees.as I had put it in. But
¢ I had hardly taken more than the wefght ‘
“¢ of a grain away than the flame began to
¢ be agitated in fuch a manner that it was
“¢ juft ready to be extinguifhed. I with all
* hafte poffible put into the tube again
¢ the quantity of matter I had taken out,
¢¢ and .the flame immediately reaffumed its
¢¢ former {pirit and tranquil ftate, This
*¢ flame was lefs than that which wax or oil-
«¢ lights give, and, as I have already faid, in-
¢¢ clining to a yellowith colour. I tried to
¢¢ hold my. finger about four inches above it,
¢ but the heat was fo exceffive that I was -
¢¢ obliged to retire it immediately. Upon.
 holding a candle to it, it lighted it dire@ly
% Jike all other cémmon lights. If you
¢ moved a piece of white paper over it, it
“ became black with the fmoke. It gave
¢ indeed but-a dimmith light, ' however
“ enough
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¥¢ enough te read the moft minuté wiiting,
- 1 refolved to try the experiment of put-
“ tirig miofe of the rhatter I had compofed |
t to it, for as by taking 4 {mall portion o
* it away I had obferved the flame was very
‘¢ near going out, I thought that by adding
‘¢ 4 gredter quantity it muft coﬁﬁderably en-
¢ creafe in-ftrength and brightneéfs. I ac

¢ cordingly put my refolution into’ execu-
“ tion, arid with the but-end of the bodkin
“ by little and little put in all that remained
‘¢ in the phial, and which with the former

“ weighed twenty grains more than thc‘
¢ fourth part of an ounce, fo that I added
s¢ forty {feven grains of mattet. But I faw
¢¢ that this addition’ was of no ufe at all,
“ for the flame remained juft as little and
¢¢ pale as it was before. I imagihed at firft
¢¢ that this might proceed from the fnuff’s
“ not being of cotton. But having made
“ another of the fame materials and exadtly
¢ fimilar, and having put- it into fome oil,
“1I found it made juft as clear and long
’ ¢ flame
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flame as If it had been of cotton. From
hence I concluded that my flame’s.riot in«
creafing was owing to the matter; and not

to the fmuff. Cotton I could not ufe; as T 4

fhould then have made an. experiment that
would have been of no fervicé with regdrd

to what Iintended, ‘as you thall hear here=
after. Having loft all hopes therefore of

rendering the flame clearer and brighter, 1
took ‘the tube with the burning matter
gently up in my hand in order to carry it

into another little room and place it there.

But I had hardly gone above two or three |

fteps; than the flame was agitated as if it
had been in a high wind, when on the

contfary all the windows were thut; and

there was not the leaft air could enter the
‘room. I ﬁopped upon this account and
fet my tube uipon a little table juft by me,
‘after which the agitation ceafed in great
part; tho’ not entirelys As I always
“thought fome little wind muft be the
f.caufe of the agitation, I took a fheet of
Var. I11. Dd %¢ papers.
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*¢ paper, and making with it the fort of fcreen
“ the common people ufe in the ftreets, {
* put my flame into the middle of it. But
 you can never imagine the pain I felt while
* I was deing this, for I faw my dear flame
“ juft upon the point of extinguithing. How-
. “ever the agitation having by degrees in
* great meafute ceafed, ¥ took the tube a
. * fecond timeé up in my hand and moved on
* flowly ftep after ftep. But the flame, not-
* withftanding the fcreen that defended it
“ from the air, moved about perhaps more
¢ violently than it had done, when ¥ was
“ carrying it without it. However ¥ at laft
¢ got it into the little room. After having | |

* fhut the windows and window fhutters, I
¢ took away the paper that furrounded it.
¢¢ T then put it upon a little table with one
¢ claw, As foon as I had done this, I fhut
“ the door to exclude all poffible introduc-
. tion of air. However notwithftanding all
‘e my care the agitation of the flame-did npt
« ceafe, tho'it was much decreafed. I did
' H " - % pot
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* not know what to thnk of this motion,
“as 1 was certain there was not the leaft
¢ wind in the room, and a thoufand ideas
¢ crowded upon my imagination.. But by
¢ often handling the tube in thefe reveries,
¢ I found that if I raifed the tube on the
¢ right hand fide of it, the flame went up
¢ tranquilly in an exad pyramid perpendie
“ cular to the horizon, if on the contrary I
' rofe the left fide of the tube, the agitation
* increafed prodigioufly. This experiment
“ convinced me that the matter muft lie ho-
“ rizontally for the flame to be fteady, and
¢ that T muft have a table perfe@ly even
“ for the tube to ftand perpendicularly upon,
* Having levelled one exaitly by means of
¢ a plumb, and fet my light upon it, the
*¢ flame became quite fteady, and remained fo
““even tho' I opened the door of my little
‘¢ room. This new difcovery pleafed me fo
. much, that I fat for fome hours making
“ love, if I may be allowed the.expreﬂion,rto \
* my néw phenomenon. After having opened

Dda2 _ “the



420 -LETTERS FROM

‘¢ the window fhutters, tho’ I left my wm-
“ dews fhut, I went out of the little room

. ¢ and locked the deor after me. I intended

“ to try how long the light would continue
“ burping. You can not imagine how affi-
*¢ duous I was at all times in vifiting my
“ beloved obje. ' Upon my entering the
* room I always felt a httle palpitation for
¢ fear I fhould find it éxtinguifhcd. How-
‘¢ ever, from the time of my lighting‘ it, viz.
¢¢ the laft day of November, till the fecond
¢¢ of the month of March, I 'aflways found it
« burning, and always with a fteady flame,
¢¢ as lively and as high as at the beginning.

‘¢ And what encreafed my aftonithment was, |

“ that upon weighing the matter the afore-
¢ faid fecond of March, I found it exa&ly
« of the fame weight as it was three months
¢ before, when I firft lighted it. I do not
¢ doubt but you will have laughed at me in
“ the courfe of this letter to fee my little
< joys and fears, and you will think Iam

. - become a downnght natural philofopher.

¢ I know

|
|

l
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1 know the natural philofophers are very
<¢ apt to raife their imagination to the greateft
“ height for the moft confummate trifles. -
« However you will not be furprizcd at me,
“ when in my following letters you fhall
¢ hear the reft of this .remarkable event.
“ But you muft content yourfelf now with
# my not being willing to give you any far-
¢ ther trouble at prefent, for I do not doubt
“ but you are fufficiently tired’ with the -
“ length of my letter. I remain &c.

Ddgs- 'LET°
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LETTER XXX

Ribbicna, g o’clock in the morming

Prince of San Severa’s fecond Letter.

“ -A:F TER having.giveh you in oy

|

“ firft letter of laft week the firft gxperimen

*¢ 1 made upon my extraordinary phenont

‘¢ non, ga‘m},el‘y,: of wcighjpg it, gud finding
it Juﬁ of the fame weight after ;hm!
months burping as it was before, [ wil
* now continue you a defcription of the
*! rious other experiments I made with =
“gard to my perpetual fire. The it

experiment I tried was, to put my lgh

~ “in the middle of a fort of lanthom &

‘¢ pafte-board, which had no effect, till |
* attempted to place a piece of paﬂe-boﬂfdl
“ on the top to cover it, which if 1|

“ bett
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been very quick in taking off again, my
hght began to tremble fo much, thatit
would quickly have gone out. And yet:
there could be no want of air, for the
cover did not fhut the lanthorn down fo
clofe, but that a great deal muft haye
come in, enough for aﬁy other light to
have burned juft the fame as if the cover
had not been put on: I then made a hole
about as big as my little finger in one of
the fides of the lanthorm, which were
of pafte-board, one being made of glafs,
in order that I might be able to obferve
every thing. After having done this, I
put the lid on again, and found that the
light trembled a little, but did not give
any figns of going out. What furprized
me was, that its direction was no longet”
vertical, but inclined directly towards that
hole I had made in the fide of the paftes -

¢ board. I then flopt it up, andmade another

€

L]

horizontal to the light, the direction of
which, hkefoe, immediately became ™
Ddg ¢ rizontal,
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¢ rizontal. I then made a third belowi,
' ftopping up the fecond, but I had no
“ fooner covered it, than the light g
¢ evident figns of going out, if I had
¢ been very quick in taking the coverd
¢¢ the fecand hole off again.”

But I will not give you the account of
the tirefome experiments Prince San Seven
made with his new light. It is enoughl
come to the laft, in which he was trying the
difference of the agitation of the flame, a-
éording to the different number of degrées he |
moved the tube it ftood in from being per:
pendicular to the horizon, By little and |
little he inclined it till it made 'aq angle of
' forty-five degrees with the horizon, when |

he goes on thus,
: |
. ¢ I then faw the flame in fuch agif_ation,
#¢ that it was juft ready to go out, In m
é hurry to reftore the tube to its perpend:
#¢ cular fituation, I only jogged it without
¢ rajfing
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raifing it. ‘This jog was fufficlent to ex-
tinguith my poor light, and, believe me,
I felt fo much pain upon feeing it go out,
that I could not reftrain a lamentable oh ¢
from proceeding from the bottom of my
heart; I have already told you, that this
matter once extinguithed is not to be
lighted again, and I have fince repeated
manj experiments concerning it, but all
in vain, You will tell me, I;e(haps, that
I have two other phials full 'of the famé
compofition. Yes, I have, but I intend
to keep them for a particular .ufe, which
T will tell you in another letter. In the
mean time',’ do you divine what it may be,
for I fhould imagine you might guefs it.
You may fay that I am now myfterious.

¢ It is but juft that a letter which contains
* myfteries, fhould finith with one. I

hid am, &ec,

¢ Prince
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 Prince of San Severo’s third Letter.

¢ You have now had’ eigﬁt days fine
“ my laft to confider about what I inten
4 to do with my perpetual lights. Wel,
¢ have you found it out? I do not thmk‘
“ you can fail of gucfﬁng. if you know the
“ great pains I have been at in adorning tbe
¢ bunal place of our family, No onecu
“ doubt but that this new light I hav
% found out muft be of very long duration,
“ asit did not lpfc\ an atom of its wcight,
‘f tho’ it kept .buming for. three months,
¢ Now what greater ornament can I put

“ into my burying place than two of thef
¢ lights b.urning i)érpetqany in a fituatjon
‘¢ expofed to the view of every perfon, and
¢ not buried in fome fubterranéo.us invifible
“¢ vault ? But firft of all I want a propet
“ pame to give this light to diftinguith it
% from others. From the exp@r;mentSI
“ have made, that of eternal or perpetuil
¢ feems to me the beft adaptcd to it. Cer

(‘ ;am




11
'
$<
€5

e

[ X

~third, in an ancient {epulchre, efteemed

'
'
13
¢
L1
'
1]
1
¢
“
«
[

[

ITALY, GERMANY, &c 429

tain lamps have been called by this name,
that have been found in ancient tombs,
difcoygred after the courfe of many cen-
turies, and i particular that which was
found at Rome in the reign of Paul the

to be fixteen hundred years old. They
{ay thatthis lamp was burning when th‘e‘y
firft opened the tomb, but thdt almoft the
mament it was expofed to the freth air it
went out.  Others of the fame kind are .
reposted to have been difcovered in the
territory of Viterbo. However, whether
thefe relations are to be fuppofed fabulous,
ar whether upon the opening of the tomb
and introdu@ion of freth air thefe lights
have fent forth 2 momentaneous flame, as
{fome imagine, in either of thefe cafes, the

« name of perpetual or eternal is not at alb

¢ well adapted to them. Yeou feq in all
% cafes mine is much preferable, as it burns
* freely in open air without any detrimept:
. toits lxght on the contrary, thofe of the

o ancients
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ancients have always been' found in fub-
terraneous clofe places, and as foon as evx
they have been expofed to the open ai,
have gone out. True it is, that Dot
Plott is of opinion that thefe perpetul
lights are pra&icable, and has attempted
to give us fome idea of them. ‘But we

have never yet feen any of them publicy
expofed to the world.  All that he feems |
to have done is, to propofe for the compo- I
fition of fuch a kind of lamp, aibeﬁinc ’
paper for the fnuff, and naptha or liqud
bitumen for the oil; which latter is to be |
found in the coal mines at' Pickford in -
Shropfhire.. ‘This bitumen, he fays, 5
capable of burning without -any fnuff, or

without any care being taken of it, which

latter, you fee, is an abfolutely neceffary

qualification for it' to burn continualy. -
With regard to - the before mentioned
lamps of the ancients, which, as I have |
already faid, it is the opinionof fome, m3f

receive a momentaneous flame upon the

s it |
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firft entrance of frefh air into the tomb, the
fame auther is of opinion that they may
be imitated by fhutting fome liquid phof-
phorus under the glafs of an’ air pump,
leaving; however, a fmall pertion of air in
the glafs.. I, however, without making
projeQs, or propofing mitations, hope to
be-able to produce to the ‘public, not only
one,- but two of thefe perpetual lightsﬂ.
You, indeed, make me a juft objetion,
why I do not renew my.experiments upon
the matter I have ftill remaining, ‘and
make fome frefh for my perpetual lights ?
'This is a'difficulty which muft occur to
every perfon, and, for my part, I thould
not fo hardily oppofe my own inclination
to make frefh experiments, if I was fure
of fucceeding a fecond time in the compo-
fition of the matter, which prddu't:es ‘fo
portentous @ phenomenon. But all chy-
mifts know, that thofe operations which
depend upon certain degrees of heat, whe-

ther from the fun or from fire, if that

-“, degree
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degree of heat be ndt exaltly applicd, never
fucceed aqually. Now when I fent this
marvellous compefitiori to one of our ghf
heufes, in order for it to be expafed for
fonie time to the force of fire; as nothing
ran lefs in my head than the makinga
perpetual lamp, I did net take any account
of the number of hours of fire, or the
degree of heat it fuffereds I know it was
expofed to the fire a goed many days, but
I do not even know the exaé smumber of

‘ ‘them. Would it be prudence then in me |

to confume the little that remains in my
two phials, and which once extinguithed

is never to be lighted again, and thereby

render myfelf incapable of proviag to the
world the truth of what I here affert?
But it may perhaps be told me, that I
ought to try te make this matger afrefh.
Without doubt I will try, but if it thould
not fucceed, and I had already confumed
what ftill remains, I fhauld die with inf:- |
pite difpleafure not to have been able t

¢ render
|
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render my phenomenon public to the eyes
of the whole world. Iintend to put on.e',
at the feet and another at the head of the
ftatue of our Saviour dead, whith your
know we have in our burying place. They
fhail be put upon the top of two thin eylin. -
ders of .marble, made to reprefent two’
wax tapers. However as yet I would not
have firangers.take a journey to Naples to’
be witnefles of this wonder, for things are
not: seady for it to be fendered public.
Whon they are ance lighted howerer,
they fhall be vifible. to all perfens that
chufe to come and fee them, who fhal¥
have the- liberty of making what experi-
ments they pleafe, provided they do not
endanger me the lofing of the pleafure
of having fuch a prodigy in my family
chapel. I .dare fay that-all will find thekr
expe&tations anfwered, and I from this
inftant oblige myfelf to bear their expen-
ces, tho’ they thould come from America,
if they do not find every thing exadlly as
- ¢ I have
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¢ I have here defcribed it. You will now
¢ perhaps make me another obje&ion, ud
¢¢-that is why I do not make the mxaterials
‘¢ which this compofition is formed, publi,
¢ that without undertaking a long journey;
 people may try experiments in their own

¢ houfes and at their own leifure ? T anfwer
¢¢ that if I was to do this; firft my burying '
¢ place would lofe this its fingular prerog:
¢ tive, ‘and fecondly; fome author of a e
“ tain nition might come-forth, whe would ,
¢ f{wear to have found this fecret in the r.
¢ gifters of the houfe of lords, &c: a5
‘¢ have read it happened with regard to the
« finding out of the loadftone, gunpowde,
“ and other things. However, I have o |

« difficulty in difcovering to you the princi-
¢ pal ingredient. in this compofition, butas
¢ this letter is long, I will referve it for ano-
¢ ther.
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~ .

The Prince gf San Severo's fourtb Letter,

¢ 1 promlfed in my laft letter to difcover
" to you the principal ingredient of my com-
pofitjon. I will now keep my word. It
" confifts in the bones of the moft noble
animal upon the face of the earth. You .
" will eafily conceive that I meanthofe of hu-
* man fubjefts. Not that I imagine, but that’
the bones of other animals muft have the
: fame virtue; however, what I made ufe
of was a2 human fcull. I made ufe, in=
deed, of many other ingredients, but they
were all paffing menfiruums, which did not
incorporate themfelves with the matter of
the fcull. Now I imagine that this mat-
¢ ter is not only the caufe of thofe flames,
which are fometimes feen over the graves
in a church-yard, or where there has been _
a bloody battle, and fometimes hovéring
over the corps of malefaCors, that have
been hanged in chains, but alfo is the
Vor. III. Ee  caufe |
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‘¢ caufc of thofe lights, which have been
‘¢ obferved upon the firft opening of ancient
¢ tombs. As the idea of light is naturally
“ united to that of a lamp, the laboring
¢ people that dug opert thefe ancient fepul-
¢ chres feeing a light in them, and after-
“ wards finding a lamp, might poffibly ima-
« gine that when they firft entered the light
“ was burning, but that upon the freth air
¢ coming in, 1t immediately went out. The
‘¢ juft explanation of this phenomenon mutt,
‘ in my opinion, be derived from the faline
¢¢ particles in all bofies, which, upon the
¢ frefh air entering, immediately took fire,
“ but were as’ quickly extinguifhed, ui)on
¢ account of their not being fufficiently puri-
‘¢ fied. You well know, the beft artificial
¢ phofphorus is extralted from utine, upon
¢ account of thofe falts, with which it
¢ abounds. But as thefe falts are extrated
. from an excrement of our bodies; that is,
* from a portion of matter, which not being
.. fit to be converted into our proper fub-
ftance,
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ftance, is feparated from that which is
endued with virtue proper to be fo con-
verted, upon this account they are but
juft able to produce a phofphorus and
never a real flame. But thofe falts which
are incorporated in our bodies are capable
fometimes of producing momentary flames,
tho® environed by a number of grofs par-
ticles, not proper for this effe®. Under
this clafs we muft reduce thofe momena
tary flames feen in ancient tombs, church«
yards, fields of battle, &c. And laftly, thofe
falts extracted from the folids, and purified
and feparated from all grofs particles
with which they were enclofed, and
which oppofed and hindered their actie
vity, may become capable not only. of .
producing real and lafting, but even
perpetual flames, and under this clafs we
may reduce my perpetual light, of which
I have given you the hiftory. You will
be fo good to write me word what is the,
| Ee2 ¢ opinion
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* opinion of fome of your friends, to wh
¢ you mdy poffibly have thown my" accow
] beg to hear their ideas for my own:
¢ formation.”

LE
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LETTER XL

Bibbiena, g o’clock morning,
Monday, Sept. 28, 1761.

EVERY thmg goes on much in the

fame train, and I will therefore give you
fome account of Ariofto, as I am juft comé
from reading that ecelebrited authar. We
often confider him falfely as the authior of a
ferious epic poem. It is mixt, part bur-
lefque and part heroical. He without doubt
in fome places has written moft divinely, but
then he is extremely unequal, and often very
languid, tirefome and indecent; not fo fay
that a great number of his ftories could hard-
ly be entertaining to boys ﬁtfing round a fire-
fide ; as for exampie, that of Horrilus, wha
as foon as any limb, or even his head, is cut
off in battle, fticks it upon the place agains
“and it becomes as firm and as united as be-

Eegs fore.
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fore. Aftolfo had no other fcheme to over.
come him, but as foon as he had beheaded
him, fnatching up the head and gallopin
off with it as faft as he could. Horrilus afts
having groped in vain fome time upon th
ground for that material part of his body.
hears Aftolfo’s  horfe gallop away, tho’ |
do not know how he cauld without his ean.
However, fufpe@ing the cafe, he jumps
headlefs 3s he was, upon his own horfe, and
gallops after the knight. But Aftolfo out
witted hxm, for he took the opportunity o
pofleffion, to cut off a hair from the head,
upon which the enchantment and Horrilus'’s
life depended. The fatal hair was no fooner
divided ¢ than the vxfage became deformed
“ and pale, * itseyes rolled, and by manifef
« figns, life was drawing to its verge, Th

* Si fece il vifo allpr pallido e bmt';q,
. Travolfe gli occhi, ¢ dimoftrd ajl’ occafy
Per manifefti fegni eﬁ:cr condotto 3
E’l bufto che feguia, troncato il collo,
- Difella cadde, c dxe r ulnmo crollo. \
‘ trunk
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*s trunk too, that followed on horfebgck,
¢¢ {hook and fell.”

Tho' Ariofto runs into xr'xany‘ different
ftories, yet, his principal obje® feems to be -
the wars between Charlemagne and the
Moors, with the madnefs of Orlando, which,
indeed, makes him call his work the Orlmndo .
Furiofp. ‘This madnefs is occafioned by the
neglect of the fair Angelica, who, after he
had followed her all over the world, gives:
herfelf away, at laft, to Medoro, a yduth of
low extraction, whom fhe found wounded
in a foreft. Pity made her affift him, and,
.as he was extremely handfome, love fuce
ceeded to pity. She healed him, and lived
fome time in a coft,a’ge with him, where fhe
had got him at firft carried. Before they
went away, they had written their names
upon the bark of many of the neighbouting
trees, and particularly in a grotto, where
they ufed often to pafs the heat of the day.
©Orlando, coming afterwards tq Abofe places,

and
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and feeing the names of Angelica and Mc-%
doro united, was at firft ftung with alt the,
torments of gricf and jealoufy ; but, bein
at laft entirely afcertained of his misfortum‘
by the countryman, who lived in the neigh- ‘
bouring hut, by little and little goes out|
of his fenfes, and does at laft the moft extr |
vagant actions. He tears his cloaths, throws
away hns armour, and runs naked about the
worfd for a long time. Aftolfo, conducte
by St. John the evangelift, at length goes U
fo the moon, where Ariofto teils you every
thing is conveyed that is loft upon earth,
Qan idea which Milton has taken) and ther
he finds Orlando’s brains, as well as thofe of
‘many other perfons, with fome of his own
Likewife, all flopt up in little phials. He
~ put the phial that contained the portion of
his own to his noftrils, and fnuffed it up like
fal-volatile,. then, bringing Orlande’s down

to earth, after much difficulty in holding him

down, makes him reaflfume his fenfes in Ik

.- manner. Orlando, now reftored to reafon,

aflifts
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aflifts Charlemagne, 'togethef with the other
knights, againft the Moors, till at length the
A frican invaders. are all driven out of France.
‘This appears the principal aim of Ariofto,
tho’ he has interwoven {o many ftories, that
he feems oftentimes to have loft all idea of
the title of his book. Indeed, I think he
may, in fome meafure, be cé)mpared . to
Shakefpeare, as his beauties are very great,
but mixed, like our dramatic hero’s, with
great defects.

In twoor three days I leave this place for
my long journey to England, and fhall con-
tinue writing to you, till I think my own

perfon will reach you as quick as my letters.

LET.
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LETTER XLI.

San Niccold, half after g in the afternoon,
Monday, O&ober 5, 1761.

ON Thur{day laft I left Bibbiena. Nt
being able to get to Bologna to night, I bave
been obliged to ftop about twelve miles
fhort of it. "The inn in itfelf is good, but
have got a very bad room in it, as theam-
baffador from Venice to Rome is expected
every mjnute, and his courier, whom he hs |
fent before, has feized upon all the bef
apartments. However, as I have been ufed
to Spain, all inns are equally good to me.
How the ambaffador comes to lodge in fo
little a place, when Bologna is fo near, I know
" not. We are jn the open country at prefent,
and a very pretty flat country. Plains are 2
novelty to one who comes from the moun- |
tainous province of Cafentina, Thereisa |
O pdr
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prodigious poife in the inn at prefent, owing
to the arrival of his exéellency. - However,
notwithftanding the fracas he makes, 1 hear
the greateft part of his train is gone by fea
to Ancona. They fay he has got thirty
fervants upon the Adriatic. In ourinn I do
not think there are abqve eight or ten per-
fons, but they run about in endlefs prepara- -
tion. Venice, tho’ a little ftate, is always, I
think, very fplendid in her ambaffadors,
They are more brilliant perhaps than ours
in general, or, at leaft, as much. England
is not very magnificent in her embaffies.
I do not know. any but our ambaffador in
Spain, who lives with remarkable fplendor.
"The Venetian ambaffador at Madrid makes

alfo a great figure.. I do not remember by

whom, but the following remark was made
upon this fubject, That little ftates were
always more expenfive in ambafladors - than’
others, in order that the courts they were
fent to might think their mafters were of
confequense, And, i fact, fome little ftates

act
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act in this manner; perhaps, for the reafons
affigned. But I can mot commend England
in ‘only fending envoys where France em
ploys ambaffadors, as at Naples, and in
other places. As the rank and hotiors at-
tached to thefe different chara&ers are very
different, it makes perfons think, that as an
envoy muft give place to an ambaffador,
England likewife ought to yield to the fupe-
riority of France.

My journcy from Bibbiena to this place
" has been attended with nothing remarkable.
After creeping. along' the channel of the
river Corfalone, we pafled the mighty moun-
tain of Bagno, and arrived at San Piero to
dinner. In the evening we went to Galeats,
a longer, but better way than what I had
come from Cefena. The next day we dined at
Meldola, a manor belonging to Prince Pam-
fili at Rome. - That nobleman is indeed
dead, but it belongs to his heirs, who are

fighting for his rich fucceffien. He had the
' moft |
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moft property of perhaps any fubje& in
Europe, but lived, notwithftanding, in ex.
treme penury, I have feen him at Viterbo
taking the air in a wretched coach, which
they called his hearfe, and yet he had only
oblique relations, who are the perfons now
difputing for his inheritance. , It is imagined
that Meldola will fall to the iha.re of the
Borghefe family. Itis a fovereign fief, or
manor, which means that the lord of it has
“entire power over his vaffals, except in capis
tal cafes. That a& of fupreme dominion
belongs to the pope in Meldola, as it lies
adjoining' to the ecclefiaftical ftate. There
is a great market held weekly in this place,
where the people of upper.and lower Ro-
magna meet and exchange their commodi-
ties. From an ancient fprtrefg your eye
commapds the whole plain of lbwér Ro-
magna quite to the Adrigtic fea. By this
cxte_:nﬁve‘\vie'w you will imagine I was
arrived to the verge of the mouptains. Be-
hind me lay the mighty Apennines, which
' ' 2 feemed
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feemed to frown upon my departure from
them.. After having- fufficiently furveyed
the beauties of the place, I dined, and fetting |
forward for Cefena, arrived at the Ave
Maria bell upon the wooden bridge over the
river Savio, which runs winding under its
walls, whence poets call her the city

Cui bagna il curvo fiagco il Savio,
Wlmjé wmdmg Sank tbe Sa'vm 6atbe.r.

I ftayed there till this day, and received many
civilities from the friars of the pious fchools,
who took me again into. their houfe, but I
troubled them little, as I found acquaintance
who carried me about, and particulatly a
marchionefs I had known at Rome, who
~ invited me to her villa, called the Belvi-
dere, and, indeed, the beauty of the view
correfponded fully to the name. I could
even diftinguith Ferrara from it by a long
telefcope there wasin the houfe. This day,
through a rich flap country, abounding in
flax,
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lax, corn,and wine, with fome olives, I ar-
rived at the prefcnt place, from whence I

'hall in the morning continue my -eafy j Jour-a
ney to Bologna, ‘

Bologna, 9 o’clock evening, -
Tllefdly, 0&0 6’ ‘76:&

T'HIS morning between nine and ten }
arrived in this city. The roads from Rome
‘0 Bologna, after you have paffed the moun-
rains, are the beft of any in Italy, and indeed
ire as good as any we have in England. We.
have juft had one of the Italian horfe-races
in the ftrect under my window. It is fome
feftival or other, I do not know what.

I have been reading the Bologna gazette.
The article of London, of the 15th Sep-
tember, fpeaks of our royal marriage in the
following manner.

¢ About
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. ¢ About nine o’clock in the eyeniag o
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the 8th inftant, the princefs of Mecklin-
burg Strelitz, our new fovereign, was co-
du@ed by prince Edward, brother to th
king, into the chapel deftined for the cere
mony of the marriage. The duke o
Cumberland reprefented the father of the
bride. The queen was preceded by:
hundred and twenty ladies of the fifl
rank in moft magnificent habits, and fhe
was accompanied by fix nuptial virgins,
ar;d. ten dqught@rs of counts held up her
train. All ceremonies being finifhed,
which was by eleven o’clock, the whole
artillery-of the park was fired, in order to

announce the happy event.to the people.
The two fovereigﬁs'then received compl-

ments of congratulation from all the no-

bility, favhq had affifted at the before men-
tioned ceremonies, and who partook of the

royal banquét,- after which the new queen |
was condu@ted to her apartment. The

town made the greateft and moft magpif- |
$¢ cent
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¢ cent demonftrations of joy imaginable, and
‘ was etirely illuminated in the evening,
* The morning afterwards every perfon aps
* peared at court in their moft {plendid ha-
¢ bits. . There were all the nobility, all the
* foreign miniftets and perfons of diftinca
 tion prefent, in order to pay their compli=
‘ ments to the foyal bride and bridegroom.
* The fovereign ordered letters of notificas
' tion to be given to all the foreign minifs
* ters, which he had fubfcribed with his
* own hand ; and which they wete to tranfa
mit to their refpeCtive fovereigns, to ins
* form them of the royal wedding. N ever

-

* upon fimilar occafions was a greater pomp
" of cloaths, diamonds, and other jewels
" beheld. Some of the ladies were covered

with diamonds to ‘the value of 100,000
* and 260,000 pounds ftérling. In the even-
" ing there was a fplendid ball, which was
opened by the before mentioned prince -
' Edward 4nd the princefs Augufta,”

Vor. 11, Ff Bologna,-
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- Bologna, 7 o’clock evening,
Thurfday, O&. 8, 1761

1 have been yefterday and to day to ¢
an eye upon fome of the moft curious thing
m this place, as Bologna is famous for:
great quantity of very fine pictures. T
:college likewife called the Inftituto pleaf:
‘me, which is a foundation for the ftudy
moft arts and fciences. The fudden tranf
tion from a room fﬁll of archite&ure, toan-
ther where there are all forts of models of for
tification, and a third ornamented w1th'
things belonging to naval affairs, chemifty|
or other fciences, is pleafing. Befides ther
is a good mufeum of curiofities, and fomt
paintings by no means defpicable. Al thx
{eemed to me tobe wanting were the ftudent;
but I fuppofe there are times when they
appear, however I faw nobody. ‘This tow
tho’ under the pope, has much the air of :
republic, and indeed, upon its furrenderto
2 - the
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the holy fee, many of its privileges were.
preferved. They have ftill a kind of doge
and fenate, which regulate all the interior
concerns of the city, and I believe the legate
or governor only prefides over the great
affairs of ftate. It was formerly entirely a
republic, raifed after the example of many
other cities in the times of confufioh, but
fell like ‘them under the incroaching poten-
tates, who row divide Italy between them,
except a few fmall remains of ariftocratical
liberty. ‘The city is handfome, tho’ the
ftreets are in fome places narrow, and through
moft of them on each fide runs a colonnade
formed like the piazzas in Covent-garden,
that a foot paffenger may walk about the
town in rainy weather with very little wet,

" I fet out tomorrow for Fertara, and the day
after I hope to arrive at Padua. From thence
I muft make an excurfion to Venice to pro-
vide fome things meceffary for my journey

to England. :
: Ffa LE T«



4it - LETTERS FROM

LETTER XLI

Padua, 4 "oclock afternoon,
Sunday, O&. rx, 1761

I Artived here yefterday by dinner, thati
a fathionable dinner in London, about foura
five o’clock. The evening before yefterday,
after paffing the Po with difficuley, asit
was

semm—infano contorguens vortice fyivas;

I flept at Ferrara, a city that looks likes
northern town, the buildings being greatlf
of red brick. Its neighbour RavennaIdd
not pafs throygh, tho’ it fucceeded to Rome
in being the capital of the weftern empire, bit
it is now funk to only a fecondary town of
the papal fee. I prefume the Roman empe
rors fettled there to be more at hand in the

deciy
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degay of the empire to oppofe the barbarians,
who were ruthing like torrents from the
mountains to conquer lands more fertile
than their own. Even after the Gaths had
overwhelmed Italy, Juftinian, by the fortu-
nate arms of Belifarius, re-eftablifhed his do-.
minion in this country, and it remained to
his fucceflors under the name of the Exar-
chate, till the Lombards took it, but werq’
foon driven out by Pepin and Charlemagne,
who gave it to the pape. In the confufions
of Itﬂy however, during the dark centuries,
both Ferrara and Ravenna got under dukes,
and the former was. at length governed by
the houfe of Efte, fo famous for their protec-
tion to learning and poetry, which has
fpread their name much wider than their
own afions or little dukedom could have
done. Upon the failure of that family the
Venetians got pofleflion of it, but the popes
by artifice and ecclefiaftical arms recovered
it again into their hands, where at prefent
it appears likely-to remain, The Pa fccm§

Ff3 to
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to be its prefent enemy, and they have fenti.
nels to watch it in its now fwollen fitua-
tion, who are ready to run and ftop up any
breach with clay and other materials. Ii
we had been a day later, we could not have
pafled it,

Nothiﬁg remarkable happened to mein
the journey from Ferrara hither except that
1 Waé in danger of being overturned within
the walls of this town. There was fo deep 2
hole, that the fhaft-horfe, in tugging to get
us out, left his faddle and fhafts behind him.
But the only damage we received was the |
time loft in adjufting the chaife and horfes
again, and the.breath expended in cholerical
c_]aculanons agamﬁ the maglﬁzrates of Padua
for permitting their fireets to be fo bad. In--
deed it feems an extremely defert place, tho'
once fo famous for its univerfity, which
ftill continues, but has neither the reputation
nor ftudents it ufed to have. The town it-
felf 1s large and very ugly The ftreets are

badly
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bedly paved, the buildings half tumbling
down, and the whole together hardly fhews
any remajns of its former greatnefs.. ‘

Upon the river Brenta, half after one
afternoon, Mopday, O&. 12, 1761.

I am at prefent in a burchiello, 2 Venetian -
boat or barge, going from Padua fo Venice.
A Pruffian or German js with me, who
feems a thabby’ fellow, -but T could not avoid -
Ietting him comg with me in the boat, or:
elfe I fhould have been glad of his abfencg, -
I have juft fet down to writing however,
and f{peak verylittle to him. The river 1
am upon at prefent is bordered with very
fine country houfes. But we fhall leave
them by little and-liftle, and enter into the, -

-+ fea, in the middle of which, three miles from
ferta firma, Venige is wonderfully. fituated,

I believe I thall be able to write but little,
\ for the Pruffian comes very often into the
\ ' Ffg little

- .



436  LETTERS FROM

little cabin where I am fitting and aterrupt
me. He is gone however at prefent toth
boat’s head to look at the country houfes, s
the weather has changed from rain toer

tremely fine.

- My bark has juft pafled by a very nobl
villa belonging to the Pifani family. Wha
I write muft be incoherent, as the Pruffunis
interrupting me almoft every~ minute. |
with he was at the bottom of the water ®
are now gliding over, tho’, poor fellow, |
with he had at the fame time the gills of '
fith to breathe under it, Howevyer, there is
no remedy, as he is above that elemeit
Tho’ I call this a boat, it is very large, and
has two cabins, in one of which Iand the
Pruffian are fitting, and in the other the fer-
vants and boatmen. This importunate ti
veller is at prefent looking out of a windov;
which gives me an opPo;tgnigy of contint:
iig you my writing, '

Venict
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Venice was firft inhahited by little better
thaﬁ fithermen, who fled from .the continent
during the incurfions of the Huns and Geths,
and fought for liberty in a fet of poos 4‘li_tt1e‘
iflands rifing out of the Adriatic gulph. So
_early amidft rocks and er.a-'wegd arofe this
famous republic. It foon got fomething into
its prefent form of government, and as their.
citizens increafed, the iflands u'ere.fquare&
with piles, and ftreets formed, which to the
wondering eye prefent a canal of water.
Suceefs and ppuience- rendered the edifices
more magnificent, till at length that queen
of the Adriatic, towards which my bark is
now gently gliding, threw up her proud
towers towards heaven, and feemed to ex-
ult over the fubje&ted waves,

The Pruffian flill continues to torment me

- with talking about the glories of his mafter
aiid 1 do not know what all. He has juft
made me read fome yerfes the king of Pruffia
f;l}t to his mother the }atg_(}peen dowager.
He
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He fent them together with a box in which
there was fome myrrhe, frankincenfe and
money, of which he made her a prefent
upon twelfth-day, or the epiphany. You
know this is the day on which the wife men
are faid to have gome to prefent their gifts to
Chrift. ‘The fathers tell us there were three,
and all three kings, at .leaft the king of
Pruffia has réga.rd to that nuymber. The
verfes are as follow, ‘ A

Grand Reine,

i Autrefois trois- prefenterent
A P'enfant n¢ qu’ils admirerent -
De ’or, de la mysrhe, et de l'encens,
Daigpez de grace condefcendre ‘
Que je m’ emancipe a vous rendre
Au méme jour méme prefent.
La myrrhe eft cette amour fi tendre
Que j’eus pour vous de tous les tems.
L’encens ce font les veux que j’offre :
Au ciel pour prolonger vos ans.
Et ce metal au fond du coffre
‘ EJ troup heureux #’il fert-a vog amnfcmcn;.

This
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~‘This poetrvy' is not ugly, and thank God
the perfon who lent me the copy is fet down
to w'rite/letters,' which has given me time to
tranfcribe it. We are at prefent ftopped a
little, in. order to pafs through a fluice juft
like ours in England. We are defcending
as they are lowering the water to let us out
on the other fide of the fluice. - The fecond*
gates I think are juft opening and we ‘thall
go on. Indeed I wifth we were out of this
hole for I can not fee to write at prefent, we -
are fo Jow in the pot, as we call it, with
two high walls on each fide.

I have juft been ftanding at the head of
my boat to enjoy the beautiful views of the
Brenta. Upon my word it is here a moft
delightful river, not for the ftream of water,
which has nothing very particular, but the
houfes and trees interfperfed upon the fides
render. it charming. I believe indeed I am
in the prettieft part. It s worfe near Padova,

‘ and
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and when you approach Venice I am afrad
the fea will toe much predominate.

As I was before hindered from going o
by the darknefs of the fluice, I fhall now b
obliged to ftop from the approach of evening,
without I can get a candle. We have il
_ tight or nine miles to go before we arrive &
Venice. ’

LET-
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"Upon the Brenta, 8 o’clddc afternoons
Saturday, O&. 17, 1761,

| P prcfent in the fame fort of veffd
I was in at writing my laft paper. The only
difference was, that I was then going to
Veriice, and 1 am now returning to Padua.
'The weather had then too' returned to be
fine, bt the fky is at prefent covered with
clouds. The fea was even rather ﬁorrhy in
my paflage from Veniee to theterra firma, that
s, as rough as water almoft furroinded by
land ean be. Indeed it is rather a large lake
in whiek Venice is fituated than the fed, and ’
fromi hence is called by the matives thems
fclves Lagunes. 1 am late, as you will fee
by the hour figned above, however as I have
taken two horfes to tug my bark along, I
hope to get to Padua before the gatesare
fhut.
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fhut. 1 was delayed this morning at Venicé
longer than I intended. My tranfa&tions
there were hot very rémairkable. Upoh my
arrival iri the watery town in my burchicllo,
I intended to have gone in it quite to the
thoufe Wherc“ I was to lodge. But as the
water was high, my clumfy veffel could not
pafs under one of the bridges, with which
. moft of the fireets are croffed, and the wideft
of all with the Rialto. Venice is almoit
the only place in the Mediterranean where
there is any fenfible tide, and. that not above
a foot or two-at moft. I was obliged there-
fore to call a gondola, who ply like hack«
ney coaches, and in which I was. placidly
conveyed to my locanda or hetel. As it
was dark I faw little of the city that night,
but bufinefs and vifits carried me over the
greateft part of it next morning.” Its fitua-
tion is certainly the oddeft of any town upon
the face of the earth, but I thould think it
muft be a'difagreeable place to refide in con-
Rantly. - There can not be a greater fmell of

e - _pitch
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sitch and tar;on board fhip. Views of Venice
ook pretty in a picture, but painting can not -
xprefs the bad fmells of the canals, All
he buildings too are reprefented in the fame
right perfpeive, as if they were new.. To
ook at them in reality many appear very
ufty. Nor can you take any exercife with«
ut firft rowing three miles to terra-firma to .
nount your horfe.. You may indeed walk
n St. George’s garden, but-the fea water
hinders any trees from growing in that or
sther places. And yet I have feen pretty |
good timber near the fea-beach in fouthern
countries. ‘That however is the common
opinion ‘with us. After having finithed my
vifits T went to Murano upon bufinefs, It
is an ifland a mile or two from Venice.
There are a number of little iflands fcattered
about the lake in which Venice is fituated,
which are all inhabited, ‘The expanded fur-
face of placid water broken at a diftance by
buildings, formed an agreeable perfpective, -
while Ilay reclined at my eafe in the gon-

o dola,
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dola. At low ‘water the view is aot fo beais
tiful, as fome of the fea-weeds appear upon
the furface. The fhallownefs of the lake
adds to the ftrength of the town, as, tho
oo deep for infantry to march through, it
would not admiit large veffels of war, except
by one channel, which the Venetians would
take care to block up, and deftroy the marks
that now point it out. Famine indeed would
conquer it, which the’ a tardy operatien,
fhews it is not abfolutely impregnable, as the
inhabitants boaft.

We are comé to a place called the Mirs,
and are in the pot of a fluice. We are
rifing at prefent, s we are going up the
river, but only to afcend into the jaws of
2 hundred beggars, who are peeping over the
brink. I am now almoft upon a level with
the ground and their cries pierce my ears,
. while their heads are ftooping ‘down and
. peeping in at the windows of my bark.

A col-
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A collation of boiled chefnuts and grapes,
thch I bought to get fome change for the
vociferous mepdicants, has ftopped my writ«
mg for fome little time, but they bemg con-
fumed; and two horfes trotting alongat prefent
with my veflel in tow, nothing hinders me,

from going on with my account of Venice,

This famous republic, founded as early as
1 have mentioned to you, has fora long
courfe of centuries preferved itfelf uncon~
quered, tho’ oppofed by powerful enemies.
The Turk in vain employed all his firength -
to cruth her; and the conquerors of Afia
fled before the veflels of a fmall ariftocracy.
But the was ftill in more danger when the
greateft part of Europe united againft her
. 1n the league of Cambray, but her arms
~ repelled the attacks of France, Spain, ltaly,
and Germany, while her policy found means
to divide her enemies. In the very time of
thefe contefts unrivalled commerce fpread
her fails, and all the fpices of India pafled

Vor. IIL Gg ‘through'- :
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through her hands. But the heroic vl
of Vafco de Gama in paffing the capea
Good- hope; gave from ‘the fouth poleu
unexpe&ted wound to the Venetians, ai
the commedities which had come by land
over the ifthmus of Suez, were broughts
cheaper way by fea to the coafts of Portugal
As other nations foon fhared with the Por
tuguefe in this new difcovery, Venice fav
the fouree of her opulence precluded, with-
out being able to complain of her adverlr
ties; and from that time fhe has confiderably
funk in the fcale of Europe. The Turk
‘drove- her out of Candia, and the was ob
liged to sbandon the claffical fields of Greec:
to thofe barbarians. But ftill I think fhe
may keep what remains to her, and conti
nue one of the moft refpe@able powers ii
Italy. Her own almoft impregnable capiti
bids her langh at any enemy, tho’ if fhe
Ioft her pofleffionis upon the continent, he
fituation would not be enviable, and the
would join extremely well to the dominions
of
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of the houfe of Auftria. However, I do
" not think that at préfeﬁf any fafther en=
croachmeiits will be made. But the repub
lic by no means retains her ancient fplendor,
and the fupercilioufnefs of fome of her
fenators oftentimes difpleafes her fubjeits.
The whole nation are flaves to the fenate,
and the fenators to each other. The iriqui-
fition of ftate is a tribunal of the moft for-
" midable natute. Tho' it confifts only of
three perfons annually eleGted from the fe-
nate, its authority is fo uncontrouled as to
be able to put any citizen to death, fenator
or plebeian, without any trial or even rea-
fon given for it. ‘Their property is alfo at
theic difpofal. Nothing can mitigate the |
horror of this tribunal, but its fo frequently
going into the hands of different . noblemen.
Yet ftill no perfon dares utter a word upon
public matters, and a nobleman was obliged
to afk pardon of the fenate for having by
miftake 3nﬁ entered into the gondola of our -

rcﬁdcnt, as they are forbidden to have any
' Gga intercourfe.

\
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intercourfe with public minifters. “This
miftake is moft eafy to be made at a pub-
lic place, as all the gondolas are covered
with black cloth. There is a law to this
purpofe, that perfons may net run to an
expenfive emulation in adorning their barks.
The regulation 'majr be good, but it makes
the town very ‘melancholy with all thofe
black hearfes gliding along the watery ftreets
“of it.  Upon my return from Murano I
went to the fquare of St. Mark, which is
noble, but not very large, and at the end of
it ftand the doge’s palace and the fenate
houfe. I can not leave my difcourfe upon
this town without mentioning the. arfenal,
. which is well worth feeing, and where there
are a number of fhips and gallies ready for
putting to fea, and among the reft the Bucin-
toro, or magnificent galley on which the
doge mounts, when he weds the fea upon
Afcenfion-day, a ceremony originally intro-
duced to fhew the republic’s dominion over
the Adriatic. . A ring s thrown into the

water
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water in tokevn of thf; efpoufals, but a thread’
tied to &t fecures it as a perquifite to fome
of the-officers." vThe words pronoung:ed are,
“¢ Defponfamus te, mare, in fignum veri et per-
¢ petrii imperii.’ *  The Venetian empire
ever the Adriatic is however, difputed by
fome nations, and I confefs I am of opinion.
with: Grotius, that the fea isnot capable of

propriety, in contradition tQ our learned
Seldqn, )

.Padua, half after 7 o'clock.

A AN accident hindered my proceeding in
the bark any farther than fo a place « called,
thé Duolo. The Brenta was fo fwoln by ‘
the late rains, (not. that I think we have
‘had much at Venice,) however, perhaps
from the melting of the fhow upon the
Alps; _there was fuch a flood, that the
gates of the fluice at the Duolo, could‘no't

* < We efpoute thee, O fea, in token of our true and
¢ perpettal cmpire over thee,”

o Ges ke
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be opened. The Brents, the Po, the Adp,
and all other rivers which come fromt:
mountains of the Tjrale, ayevery fubje& toi
undations, from the water ox fnow poury
down frgm their elevated fummits. Th
former indeed, is generally a caufe of t
latter. For as there 1is oonfinua\ly foow
upgn the fummits, whenever any rain fis
it melts fome part of it, Byt we may hi
more diflertations about that mountan
province, as Iam fo fhortly to pafs throuh
it. Finding myfelf not able to proceed a1
farther by Water, fome other exPedieut Wis

- to be thought of to get to Padua,.and aft:

various difficulties I hired a little apen chi
with two horfes, which are common i
’thefe parts of Italy, and lcft'mj_r baggase
-and fervant to wait till the maraing. Up*
flarting I found myfelf in the middle of?
vortex of dirt. ‘The lownefs and opennth
of the carriage, the badngfs of the st
and the gallomng of the horfés, was
caufe of my being furrounded by this 0¢F
\ atmofpher

~
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tmofphere. Indeed by going flow I could
ave avoided becoming a mud wall, for
ach was my exterior appearance upen my
rrival at Padua, but as the horfes at firit
etting out had done almoft as much damage
s wai poflible, I thought it beft to proceed,
hat T might arrive time cmough for the
>adovan gates, | which are fhut _abous‘ an
our and a half after fun.fet, Befides I
1ad a Pruffian cloak, which preferved my
‘loaths from fuffering by the eddy of mud,
which was flying round me. As my chaife
was fo little and went fo fafl, and as long
before I got to Padua it was dark, I was
fomething afraid of being overturned, but I
qomféncd myfelf with there being fo much
clay all about, that I fhould fall as foft as
upon a feather bed. Not but that precipices
gave me fdme unealy fenfations from time
to time, for there are many in thefe countries,
as they are forced to make dykes againft alf .
their rivers, and very often the road goes
ppon the top of them. But the gates of
| G4 Padua
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Padua at laft appeared in view through the
obfcurity of the night, when I foon reached
the inn, which ap prefent fhelters me, byl
name the Star, - : |

A melancholy perfon has been walking up
-and down the great hall adjoining to my%

.room. At times he retired a little into his |
own apartment and played upon the German |
_flute. Thhe patheticnefs of the airs, and the -
Scotch turn they had, made me enquire who
it was, and I found it to be lord Elcho, be-
nithed for ever from his native country for
.one rafh ftep, and condemned to be a perpe-
tual vagabond upon the face of the earth, and
dependent upon the charity of foreigners.
O houfe of Stuart, how many haft tho
drawn into that fatal vortex, which has ever

- been ready to ingulph thy fons }
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Padua,- 13 o 'clock mormng, )
~ Tuelday, Oct. zo, 1761.

W E have. had nothing but rain fince I
{aft took up my pen. Many different opini- *
ons have been offered about my departure for
Germany tomorrow mosning.. Seme fay I
thall be able to goaway and others not, upon
account of the waters, which are imagined
to be out towards Trc\{ifo and Baflana,

Going into a church this morning I faw
fome boys, who were.receiving inftru&ion in
the Cbriﬁian’do&rine from a frier. I with
my guide fat me down a little behind the
youths to partake of their inftruétion. The
fubje&. treating of was, the nature of the
punithment of the damned. We trembled
at the defeription of fire and brimfione, byt

| - full
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ftill more when the frier informed us, that
this was nothing- at all. “ No,” faysl,
“ the greateft punithment of the damu
¢ is being deprived of the prefence of G,
“ who being our beginning and end, thik
. % what torment it muft be to live withou
¢ our beginning and without our end. Whic
“ of thefe two punithments do you think
* #¢ the worft, little Francifco i** faid the pre
teptor : and the child naturally anfwenng
the fire, he received a rap upon his knuckles
with a wand the -pedagogue carried in b
hand, and was ordered to give more atten-
tion to what was told him. From punif
ments we glanced away to the fins which
occafioned them, and by their recital put
many ideas into the childrens heads, whic
1 dare fay they never had before, Speaking
of éating meat. in ’lent time, the preceptor
afked us, if we did not think it unjuft for
temporary crime, (for he could eat a nicely.
dreffed fowl in half an hour,) that we fhoull

undergo eternal condemnation. We all looke
‘ ' |
®
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as if we were of that opinion, till he told.us |
that it was not the duration of the crime,
but the eternity of that Being who wis of-
fended, which rendered the punifhment eter-
nal. Upon this decifion I was obliged to
come away, as.my guide did not feem to re-
lith the leure fo much as myfelf, and told
e it was time for us 1o be going.

My fears are but too true. The mafter
of the chaife I have hired to carry me tq
Augfbourg, has juft been at the inn, to in.
form me, that it is impoffible to go away+
tomorrow ; that the waters. are all out and
there is no pafling. As I can not fight againft
~ inundations of rivers, ] muft even be con-
~ tent and divert myfelf at Padus 35 well as §

can. '

LET-
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LETTEHR XLYV.

Trente, 11 o’clock in the morry
Sunday, O&ober 25, 1761

.'A S you will fee by my date I am amvw
at the famous city of Trente in the Tinz
the ancient Rhztia. Iam now furroud
by the mountains that divide Italy fiom t*
reft of the world ; for the Tirole, tho’ it g
by another name, is nothing but a contin
tion of the Alps, and the Romans only con|
fidered it as fuch, tho’ they gave it i
name of Rhatia. Indeed, it has the adar
tage of having a very good road through
which the Alps, propér]y fo called, hav
not. From Padua to this place we b
gone moft part of the way upon the banks o
the Brenta. We are now come to thoft o )
the Adige, upon which Trente is fituated |

and fhall follow its courfe for a great pat o
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he-Tirole. In thefe countries, where the
mnountains are fo high, that it is impoffible
to pafs over the fnow-clad fummits, there is
no way of travelling, but by the fides of
rivers which lead through them. The guth-"
ing of the torrents, with the hills rifing on
each fide of them, form moft piGturefque
views. I have bid adieu then to Italy, which
I can not deny-to be an agreeable country,
tho’ it has its drawbacks as well as others,
There was a great. quantity of water in the
roads hither, notwithftanding the floods are
faid to have decreafed near three or four feet.
We were even obliged to.take a guide to
fhew us fome round about ways in order to
avoid the greateft part of the inundations,
At length we arrived 4o the banks of the
Brenta, which we paffed in a ferry, and
from thence continued our courfe. to this
place. We pafled by the Covolo, 2 fortrefs
belonging. to the emprefs queen, where the
foldiers are drawn up into a hole in the rock,
and would not fear an'enemy, if thvez‘could
live
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live upon air. The city of ‘Trente, wher
I am at prefent, is famous for the Romu
catholic council held here about two hu-
dred years ago. It was aflembled to coun-
tera& the do&rines of the proteftants, which
had fpread through all the northern parts of
Europe. It began under the pontificate of
Pius the fourth. The council was firf
helil‘ in the year 1545, and concluded after
divers interruptions in the year 1563. You
may imagine théy vented much bile in it
againﬂ: the proteftants, and condemned, or,
as my landlord calls it, fulminated all their
tenets. They fhewed me the place where
-1t was affembled, and many other things,
. but nothing worth recounting. ‘The city of
Trente is governed by a bithop, and is one
of thofe confufed forts of conftitutions in
Germany, where, notwithftanding the bi-
“fhop’s being called fupreme in fpiritual and
temporal affairs, he is, in fome meafure
fubjet to the city of Infprugh, or to the

government of the queen of Hungary. It
matters |
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natters of confequence the confent of the
:own of Infprugh is neceffary to. ratify his
laws. However, they call this bithop their
(overeign, and in all .common things he is
fuch. The language commonly talked here
is Ttalian, notwithftanding the city is great-
]f inhabited by German merchants and
tradefmen, and the - greateft number of
the fervants are Germans. The talking
Italian is neceffarily derived from the neighe
bouring  commerce with Italy, of which
"T'rente was anciently called the gates. '

= Mox inde Tridentum
Venimus, Italice quz prima eft janua terre.

I have finithed my defcription of the
governmex;t of Trente, and as the poftilion is
ready to go away, I fhall leave the place, and
the defcription of it at the fame time.,

2

Saint
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Saint Michael ditto ia the eveaing

W E Hhave penetrated farther into moux

tains,

Green with high groves that wave amid the clouds.

AMB. PHILI?

Thofe at a diftanée are coveréd with etem!
foow, and render the air very keen and
fharp. There is a moft fatal cuftom twi
the houfe where I am at prefent, of it
lighting up the ftoves till the firft of No-
vember, tho’ I have by perfuafion got themt
put fome fire into mine, but it requires timt
to heat the atmofphere. Thefe floves a
certainly the moft difagreeable contrivances
for foreiguers that were ever inventd
You cannot fee a bit of the flame of the
fire, but this is the leaft of their incon
veniencies. What I find the greateft B
that the-fire is by thefe means kept all withe

. ) N
in the room, the fuffocating heat of which
' B
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18 Iike an oven and caufes no fmall head-aches.
Nor has cuftom during the year I ftayed at
Leipzig, taught me to bear them. In ele-
gant houfes, however, where the ftove is
well formed, it makes a very pretty orna-
ment. It looks like a pyramidical funeral
pxle in honor of, fome hero. But looks can
never compenfate for the difagreeablenefs of
their feel, and I declare I have often waked
gafping for breath at Leipzig from the quan-
;ity of fuel put into them from without
before I got up. However, to thew you the
difference of opinions, a German author I
have upon the table fpeaks of them as

follows.

¢ "There has never been a better, or more
¢¢ convenient invention than our ftoves. At
¢ afire in a chimney you can neither per-
¢¢ fe@tly. heat yourfelf, nor have you the '
“ libcr'ty of moving about as you pleafe, as
¢ you muft keep clofe to the grate to be
¢« warm. Befides, the blaze of the fire is

Vor. 1L Hh ““ pre~ .
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¢ p’rt;judicial' to the eye fight. But wit
¢¢ ftoves, as the whole air in the room#
¢ heated, you have the liberty of mowg
¢¢ about as much as you pleafe, -and of p
. ¢ forming, without any inconvenien
¢¢ whatever bufinefs you may have to &
« The poor people, by their affiftance, p
4 all the winter without fuffering the
¢ cold, and are at a {mall expence for fue
“ and cloaths.”

My fervant has fupped, and Iam gi
to bed. The declivity of German b
makes at leaft an angle of forty-ﬁ‘ve degree
with the horizon. That which I amgi
into at prefent is not quite fo much elevith
but I have not as yet penetrated far im0
_Germany. I then expe&. to find a feather
bed put on the top of me as well 2 ud*
neath, and be packed up for the night lik ‘1
jew el in cotton. . }

Obmsny
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T Obman, Tuefday, O& 27, 1761
half after 11, morning.

The country thro’which we have‘ypaﬁ'ed this
morning,and indeed quite fromT'rente hither,
is pretty, always upon the banks of the
Adige, which has been our conftant com-
panion from that city, as the Brenta was
before we came to it. The mountains of
the Tirole are now become very beautiful
and covered with trees. At the beginning of
it they were more barren. From time to
time they are interfperfed with the moft de-
lightful hoary cafcades, which tumble down
from rock to rock, and form the moft charm;
ing fcenes imaginable. I confefs myfelf a
vaft advocate for mountainous countries, and
with it was in my power always to live in
them. The mind is elevated at the fight of
thefe craggy rocks; and the hand of an
Almighty Creator feems more vifible in thefe
‘ftupendous mounds of earth before rhe, than
in the more placid tra@s of level ground. .

’ Hha2 ' Many
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Many are the fnow-clad fummits on which
human foot never trod. Idoubt whether the
birds raife their flight to thofe inhofpitable
regions. Bears and wolves alone poflefs the
hoary forefts, and look down upon the fub-
jacent valleys undifturbed by man. Tre-
mendous as are the craggy tops, fo fertile
are the vallies, The vine is every where
* cultivated, and produces tolerable wine. “The
drefs of the inhabitants, which is commonly
green, adds to the ruralnefs of the {cene, and
the foamin'g Adige, from whofe banks rife
forefts of ftrait pines, compleats the whole.
I have nothing to complain of but the cold,
* and the harfhnefs of the language which now
founds all about me. Both are more fenfible
. by com"mg from fouthern climates, and
leaving the foft tone of the Italian. = Re-
doubled confonants now grate ' upon my
ear, and I almoft agree with the grammarian,
-who calls German a language for his horfes.

Stertzen,




ITALY, GERMANY, &c. 485

‘ Stertzen, Wednefday, O&. 28, 1761,

" 12 o’clock at noon.

What cold I have felt in my journey this

norning ! The farther you penetrate among
he mountains, the higher they grow, apd
he fharper the weather feels. We had rain

‘his morning, and {fnow upon the tops of the

nountains. 'The road has been much of

‘he fame fort as that we have for fome time.

pafled, that is by the fide of the Adige, with
mountains on each hand of wus. It is
;rery good, at leaft at prefent, now we
are advanced into the Tirole, for at the
beginning it was flony and bad, but we
went a bye-way to avoid the floods. We
are now got much too high for any thing of

that kind, and fhall in the evening be in the..

center of thefe mountains, from whence we
fhall defcend as gradually as we have hither-

to rifen.

Hh }Ican'

W
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I can fpedk little to you about the peopl,
as I only keep company with inn-keepes,
and ithe few perfons I meet upon the rod
One of thefe feemed a fmart young man ths
morning, but fhe proved afterwards an Italin
dancing girl, who was returning from Bruf
wick with her cully, He is of Liegeaf
drefled in the German, or rather beail
fathion, with a great furred cloak anda nigh-
cap, that makes him look like a Friezelul
hen, the common night-caps in Germuy
being made of that frizled fort of commodiy,
The lady is more elegant, She has a fortof
black velvet travelling jockey cap. This added
to a red coat and a blue waiftcoat" brocaded
with filver, makes her a perfe& contraftto
her inamorata : however, T mnft confefs heis
.much better drefled for this rugged clime.

Ditto, at'an inn upon the top of the mouatad
-of Brenner, 8 o'clock at night.

All the country round about is covered.
with fnow, and my feet were quite dead vit
: ‘ ' ald
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:old when I firft came in. As there was no
ire in any of the ftoves, I was obliged to be
.ontent with that of the kitchen for fome
ime. There were, indeed, two kitchen fires
»ppoflite each other in a narrow room, fo that
[ had the pleafure of having fome heat on
»oth fides. By thefe means I renewed the
vital warmth in my body, and am come here
into my room to write. The ftove has nog
received heat enough as yet, to give any fen-

fation of it to the inhabitants of the room.

My hands are even got again fo cold, thatI

can hardly write. But the); tell me fupper
is juft coming, which I hope will warm me,
and then I will continue my paper. -

There is not as yet a proper alliance
formed between German cookery and my
ftomach, though a quantity of ftewed prunes
I fwallowed is attempting to expel the hof-
tile particies, and reftore peace and harmony
there.  In the mean time an old woman fs
making my bed, for-upon the continent we

' Hhgy ~do |
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do not think it any derogation from or

“honor, to eat and ﬂeep in the fame rom
‘The German double feather bed is puttiy
in order. This manner of lying feems:
little particular to a perfon, who comes frn
Italy and Spain, where they ufe no feath:
beds at all. Indeed in hot countries thy
are difagreeable, however in our raw climat,
one as we ufe may be borne with. But aw
ther ftill on top feems as if the people
a mind to bury you in feathers.

Unterfhoenberg, quarter after 12 atno,
Thurfday, O&ober 29, 1761.

Notwithftanding the fnow - which et
roned my inn upon the mountain this mor
ing, I was obliged to get up before the fun
had begun to cheer the face of nature..] 1
not gone far before I found it fo cold in th
chaife, that, notwithftanding the road ¥
dirty, I thought it better to go on foot, !

warm

- .
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warm myfelf, than perifh in fedentary clean-
linefs. - I believe I walked near five miles.
As the poftilion did not appear with my equi=
page, I fat down tired upon a hill impending
over the -village at which I am at prefent.
The fun fhone bright, but I could not ob=
ferve his dimini(hed altitude without fighing
for the comfortable rays of that luminary,
which 1 felt in Spain and Italy. The place
was pretty. The foaming river Inne was
roaring about -a hundred yards ‘below me,
and bearing its tribute to the Danube. ‘This
is the name of the torrent which has fuc-
ceeded to the Adige, and by the fides of which
we always go now. The rivers on the fide
of the mountain Brenner, on which we are at -
prefent, all run towards Germany. On the
other fide of it they all bend their courfe to
Italy. Sothat as 1 have been afcending from
Padova hither, I fhall now have a little def-
cent quite to Holland. I mean an impercep;
tible declivity, but that Holland is lower than
where I am at prefent is undoubted, from the

. Rhine’s
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Rhine’s running from thefe mountains th
ther. ‘The Rhine indeed, properly nifesi
Switzerland, but it is the fame chain of il
which extend from thence quite hither, al
inclofe Italy. Notwithftanding the gu
roaring the Inne makes in its defcent, its
but a little river here, as you will imag,
when you confider it only has begun i
courfe from the top of the mountain I v
upon this morning. The Adige and Imt
derive their fources almoft from the fut
place, but take different fides of the mow
tain, whofe declivity makes their courth
fonorous. It looks beautiful to fee the
half blue and half white, beating alongth
ftones as they ruth down. The Inn¢?
leaft looked very pretty from the place wher
I fat, inclofed in its channel by fteephils
covered with firs, and to inrich the vieh
there was the little village of Unterfhoer
burg in the bottom, where I amat prefeit
lodged. - ‘ |

Ditto |
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Ditto in the evening, Infprugh.

U P O N my arrival in this capital of the
Lirole I was obliged to walk about to two or
‘hree places to get my paflport through the
jueen of Hungary’s territories: confirmed.
There are ten Pruffian general officers, prifo-
ners of war, here in Infprugh. There are |
likewife fome other inferior - officers with
them, none of whom can certainly get out
of thefe mountains without the emprefs
queen’s confent. She abfolutely commands
all the pafles of Italy on this fide. Iima-
gine a few thoufand men could defend the
Tirole againft the world. ‘The Brenni were
the ancient inhabitants of this country, and
it harboured divers barbarous nations after
the fall of Rome, till it came into the
hands of the houfe of Auftria, who had ex-
tended their empire over the neighbouring
cantons of Switzerland, but were driven out
by that enthufiafm of liberty, which feized

‘ thofe °

\
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thofe mountaineers. As for Infprugh it
feems a large town,-but its buildings par
take of the ruggednefs of the rocks, which
furround it. The hills however, are r
moved at fomewhat a grcater.diﬁance, and
the valley in which it is fituated appears fer-
tile. It is watered by the river Inne, fron
whence I fuppofe the town derives its name‘
I have been fo inclofed with mountains that§
I breathe a little at this opening, but it will%
be ftill fome time before I fhall be able to be-‘
hold a free horizon. I love hills, but we hate.
been lately too much penne‘d‘up with rocks

of a ﬁupendous height.

Seafelt, half after 12, noon,
Friday, O&. 30, 176r.

I have juft dined. Before dinner I went
to the little church of the place. A lay frier,
who belonged to the adjoining convent,
fhewed me a little hole before the principal

altar, whereunto hangs the following tal,
' ’ written
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vritten in large charalters, and hung up in a
:onfpicuous place of the church, in Latin,
Znglifh, French, German, Spanifh, and Ita-
ian. How fuch a ftory can be publicly pro-
claimed in a facred place you will join with
me in wondering. ]

In the year 1384, one Ofwald Milfer, a
gentleman of diftin&ian in this country, had a

mind to receive the {facrament in this church. ,

You know the Roman catholics inftead of
bread make ufe of wafers, which they blefs
in the fame manner as we do. The effet
indeed, is efteemed different. We only allow
our bread and wine to be holy after the con-
fecration, the Roman catholics maintain, that
theirs becomes the body and blood of our
Saviour. They have alfo two forts of wafers,
“or hofts, (oftiz in’ Latin,) which they confe-
crate. One made in the form of a larger
circle which the priefts ufe when they fay
mafs, and another of lefs dimenfions for the
laity, who have a mind to receive the com-

munion.
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munion, Mr. Ofwald Milfer thought hin-
felf {fo great a perfonage as to deferve the
larger mouthful inftead of the lefs, andi
confequence ordered the prieft to give himtk
former. The clergyman not having a mindt
difoblige a‘great man, or for fome other reafu,
complied with his requeft, but no fooner bl
the wafer entered his mouth than the grousd
opened, and he began finking down toth
black Thartarean abyfs. He grafped the il
in defcending, and the prieft ran and to
the confecrated wafer out of his mouth
When, oh horrible ! the prieft beheld o
the wafer the marks of the aggreflor’s teeth
which in fome places had made blood iffi
out from it, and in others had left black and
blue marks. Ofwald Milfer finding himfef
up to his knees under ground, fainted away.
But at laft he came to himfelf, and fhock
at the prodigy, of which he had been their
ftrument, retired to a country houfe, whet
he lived the remainder of his life, (1%
years) in the moft auftere penance., Th

opcnmg
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opening of the ground before the altar is
the hole which’is fhewn to this day. His
wifé too fuffered as much as himfelf, for not
believing, when he returned 'melancholy
home, what he told her. She faid it was as
impofiible as for frefh rofes to thoot up from
the table before her, when lo! freth rofes
{fprung up from the table. This prodigy
firuck her mind, the burft out of the room
and ran howling into the woods. She re-
mained there, and fhunning every human
creature, nourifhed herfelf in the fame man-
‘ner as the wolves.

Mittlewolt ditto in the evening.

I am at length out of the queen of Hun-
gary’s territories, and in thofe of the ele&or
of Bavaria. A fortrefs about two miles from
this place, after having pafled through it,
delivered me from the roughnefs of her
officers, who feem to want that civility ex
perienced in other nations upon the contis

I nent.
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nent. We left the mountains, and the gt
roads at the fame time, and I thoughtw:
fthould have left the Italian poftilion tn
who was put under arreft for doing wh
nobody could do for him behind the ag
of a fortification. But we got him of fx
money, and he has been fwearing all
way fince, that he never faw fuch a countr
in his life, where it 1s not lawful to exon:

rate nature.

’

Bachen Kirchen, half after 11 in the momity
Saturday, O&ober 31, 1761.

- We have had very bad roads from Mittl:
wolt hither. They are fo narrow, thatt
generality of carriages can hardly pafs dlorg
them. As the vehicle I am in at prfent
was made on purpofe, I have come alorf
pretty well. But I remember the firft time'
I went through Bavaria, to go from Leipts|
to Rome, fome country people were forced

to work a long time with pick.azes b
fhovely
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thovels, before they could make a way for
the German built coach I then had. I have
fome fufpicion they fill up the roads on pur.
pofe to get money from paflengers by open-.
ing them again, At leaft, they have worked

for fo many perfons I know, that the roads

ought to be wide enough for any carriage at
prefent, which is not the cafe,

Vou. .-  -1i . LET-
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L E * T E R XLVL

Iffen; 8 o’cleck in the evening,y
Sunday, November 1, 1761«

| AS ufual; juft come from warming my

feet at the kitchen fire. We arrived here
late this evening, near an hour and a half
after dark, The poftilion was delayed this
morning, in order to hear mafs, and made
this path to be able to get tomorrow to
Augfbourg. “We gdt aman to go with us
as a guide at a village about fix miles from
hence. He had a lanthorn, with a twink-
ling farthing candle in it, which he carried
before us under pretence of giving light.

~ In this manner, tho’ with fome little fear;

I arrived fafe to the place which now fhelters
me. My apprehenfions were increafed by
the great proximity of the bottom eof my
wheelTs to each other, whi¢h 1 was afraid

. © might
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thight be the occafion of an overturn: My
chaife wheels are made purpofely fo cone

verging at the lower part, upon account of the-

fireightnefs of the roads in Bdvarta. Torhor-
row'mornin'g; fourteen or fifteen miles from
hence, I fhall quit thig eleGorate, and come
under the dominion of the town of Augfs
tbourg, which is a free city of the empire.

Leichfelt, i1 o’clock ifi the morning,
Monday, Novembér 25 1761,

W E fet out from Ifflen about an hour’

before it was light this morning. A man
preceded with a lanthorn as laft evening.
But at fun-rife, or more properly, when it
was ligflt, he abandoned us. I fay more
properly when it was light, as the fun has
not rifen vifibly to day. We have had an
Englith mifty morning. The country ‘too
about this place refembles our downs, the

only one of that nature I have ever feen out

of England. I am now no longer in Bavaria.
| Yiz “The.

[T SR
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The little village which harbours me at
prefent is under the dominion of Augfbourg,

Since dinner I have been abOut‘the village |

feeing the German ‘ideas of images and
ftatuess With regard to things of this kind,
the farther you go from Rome, the more you
find of them. The Roman eatholic religion
feems to have much greater force in its ex-
tremities: than in its centre. They have
what they call a mount Cé.lvary in this
village, which is' an artificial mount raifed

up juft before the church, upon the top of

- which there is a large crucifix, and on each

fide of it the two thieves hanging. Under
the crofs St. John, the Virgin Mary, and

Mary Magdalen ftand weeping, Round

o [ . ] - ‘
about the mount were various other figures,

which I have not ‘time to defcribe, as the
poftilion is going away. '

Augtbourg
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Augfbourg, ditto in the evening, feven o'clock,

~ Iam juft arrived, tho’ late, to the mighty
city appé’inted for the congrefs of the péace,
which goddefs does not, however, Neem as
yet to be willing to take up her fojourn in
Europe, tho’ the ambaffadors of the refpec-
tive nations have hired their houfes, and my
landlord tells me their 'baggagé is already

come. Aug{bourg is, as I have faid, one of the

free cities of the empire, which are a kind of
republics, but dependent in great things up-
on the imperial diet,

We have got a marriage at the inn where
I am, and all the houfe is illuminated upon
the occafion. The muficians have ftruck up,

and the company is got to. dancing, but-as I

am dirty from my journey, I am not capable
of appearing at an Hymeneal feftivity. - Vas
rious interruptions to which travellers"are
fubje&, have-taken up my time, and a great

Iigs inter-

!
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interruption, tho’ not difagreeable, is juft ar

rived, which is fupper.

Encouraged by mly German food, andis
{pight of my drefs, I have been ftanding:
little at the door of the room, where tk:
new married couple and their company a
dancing. The bride is not an ugly womzr,
but difguifed by her bridal drefs, the mof
remarkable part of which confifts in wha
they call a tower, or a prodigious black cref
rifing above a foot over her head, The
co'mpany was very civil, and invited me into
the room. I excufed myfelf upon account
of my travelling ﬁabit, fo unfuited to 2
' marriage ceremony, Not that 1 believe the
perfons were of any great rank, by celebrat:
ing their nuptials at an inn, but the being
cloathed in your beft apparel feems effentid
to 2 wedding, However many of the gentry
are jult gone away in their coaches, whichis
a fign that they aye not heggars. "

Augtbourg,
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Augfbourg, Tuefday, November 3:
' » 1761, halfafter 11 morning,

I have been at a -coffee-houfe, - where
amidft a cloud of fmoke and tobacco, which
the morning fun does not hinder the Ger»
mans from puffing, I have found a piece of
news which furprized me, viz. that Mr, Pitt
was aut of place, Iam afraid it.is bpt tog
true, as the Leyden gazette,” from whence [
had my ,information, 1s reckonedA a pretty
good authority. - From the coffee-houfe |
went towards the Roman catholic \c'athedral',
but I foon thought it beft to return home, as
the weather threatened rain. I fay the Ro»
man catholic cathedral, becaufe .proteftants
and Roman catholics are pretty nearly of an
equal nhmber“i'n this town, and being ‘upon
the fame footing, have both their refpecive
churches, Friers and Lutheran minifters
appear walking about the fireets in their
proper habits. ‘They feem to fcowl, how-
ever, a little at each other when they meet,

.- CTig The
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The Lutherans go drefled in a long full
black gown, and a prodigious white ruff
about their necks. Every thing with regard
to religion is halved in this city. Half the
people interefted in the government are pro-
teftants, and half Roman catholics, ‘and the
fame with every thing elfe, according to the
treaty of Weftphalia, by which the thirty
years war of religion in Germany was ter-
- minated juft as things ftood at that time.
. They fay there are fome places where the
two religions have but one church, and per-
form their refpective fervices in it at different
times. Both parties muft have been heartily
tired of hoftilities to enter into fuch a union,
tho’ it is to be withed the reft of Europe
would take example from the prefent tolera,

;;;;; B

LI

ﬁng behaviour of the Germans,

LET-




ITALY, GERMANY, &c sos

L ETTZER XLVIL .

Ulm, November 8, 1761.

Sunday, 11 o’clock, morning.

I Am arrived from Augfbourg to another
free city of the empire. Ulm is fituated
upon the Danube, which I pafled to enter it.
It continues extremely cold, and the ground
is covered with fnow, tho’ not very deep.
Indeed as we approached towards this place
there was but litle,. We had more this
morning and yefterday towards Augfbourg, -
We left that city on Wednefday laft, but not
very early, as the gates are not opén before
feven. The chaife beinglat laft ready, I
mounted into it. It was like our open chaifeg
in England with four wheels. It had a
coach _on, which, as the poftilion rode one
of the horfes, remained wnoccupied, till we
had gone three or four miles, when he re-

ceived
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ceived apedeftrian friend of his, andplacd
him uponit. We got to dinner that &yt
Summer-haufen, where having loft
gloi’cs, I {fupplied my{elf with a pair of nes,

proper for the climate. They were a g
pair of woollen hand-fhoes, thc.Germani
name for that part of our drefs, and whichj
are three inches thick I believe. In theever
ing I came to Kingfhourg, a little village bc-‘
longing to the queen of Hungary, whr
they were confequently all Roman catholis
and in the interet of the houfe of Aufi
This I foon found by a little converfationl‘
entered into with fome gentlemen who et |
fitting at one of the tables of the public
room, for in this part of Germany the pib-
lic houfes always keep a parlour with?
number of tables in it, warm for the it

of their cuftomers.

My complimentéry iandlord here b
been talking in great praife of the Luthers

church, and I intend to go and fe¢ it The
h whok
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whole town of Ulmis Lutheran. We begin
tocome into the proteftant parts of Germa<
ny. My landlord tells me that he is ready
to accompany me to feg the church. |

Keifingen, ditto in the evening, ™

IT is more than nine o’clock, and I have
not been long arrived. The fetting out late,
and accidents” upan the road, have delayed
me. I; did not fet.out till two o'clock, for
my lvandrord' made me lofe much time in
feeing his Lutheran cathedral. I can not fay
but that it is a fine Gothic building.” How-

ever the good gentleman had fuch a fury to

fhew me the curiofities of it, that he would
make me fee every ‘trifle. Being fomething
like a churchwardcn, | belleve, he would
produce the gxlded cups for the wine at the
facramenx, a§ likewife. the wafers which the
Luthe;ans ufe for confecratxon inftead of
bread, for in this they agree Wlth the Roman
cathohcs, They hgvc alfo cruaﬁxes ih theu‘

" churches,
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churches, but no images of faints or amyi
thing of that nature. My landlord feems t-a:
'be a man very much refpected in the tows,
‘at leaft we received many falutations from?
almoft every perfon we met. The Luthera
church in Ulm was anciently 2 Roman ¢

tholic cathedral,

I am fo tired I can not continue, and muf ;
drop the other immaterial circumftances that

have happenéd to me in my journey from

Aug{bourg. |

Ganzftadt, Monday, g November,
1761, feven oclogk in the evening.

THO’ 1 thought of getting to Stutgard,
fortune has ftopped me fhort at this little
town belonging to the duke of Wirtemberg,

as likéwifc the place where I dined, called
| Uberfpach. Nor am ] on the infide of the
town.. I am covered by a wretched hut with-
out the walls of it. I believe my poftilion
loft his way this evening from Uber{pach, a

2 ‘ Jeaft
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:aft we have had 2 difagrecable tedious jour-
ey hither. The roads in fome parts were
ather-bad. Indeed it can not be otherwife
vhile they permit fuch great carts with
1eavy weights to pafs along thein. They
sut ten horfes fometimes to thefe waggons,
ind their wheel$ are not broader than com-
non. We paffed this morning by a city
which I ‘think is called Gebin. Tho' we
3id not enter it, the fentries chofe to afk me
my name and quahty. All-the country here-~
about is Lutheran, and is moﬁly fo quxtc~
to Francfort. |

I am fitting in my landlady’s room, as it is
warmer than my own, in the ftove of which’
the fire is but lately lighted. She is placed
on one fide of a table reading a Lutheran |
book of devotion, and I am leaning on
the other, and writing. She feems much
fuch a fort of woman as the lady of one of
our inns in England.

Elin,
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Elis, Tustday, November 16, 1561,
half after 1 ifterdoon.

UPON my arrival at this place, and afking
what was to be feen, my landlord cendued
me into a houfe where a marriage was cele-
brating between two country people. We
found’' however, upon our arrival, that the
company was not yet come. There were
indeed fome muficians, twe of whom played
upon the French horns to divert us. But at
laft the bride and bridegroom appeared. Their
attendants prefented me with cakes, fprigs
of rofemary, and I do not know what. We
make ufe of fofemary for buryings, and the
Germans, with equal propriety, perhaps, pros
duce it at their weddings.

« : . "Réitcﬂ, ditto it the evéning,
AFTER dinner I returned with my handlord
to t,heﬁdufe where the nuptials were catry-
ing on. All the company was aflembled and
placed at dinner to the number of fifty or

fixty
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fixty perfons. They would bave had tne
take a featand eat along With thems, but 1
excufed myfelf as having dined. However-
théy made me eat a piece of €ake, and dink
a ghafé of wine. In thé' mean time the mua’
fic was playing, and every t‘h‘ing"wdxt' on i
‘hxgh Jollrty After dinner the bride came to’
me and wotld have me ddnce a mmuet with-
her. 1in vain pleaded my boots as 2h exe
- cufe. - I'was forced to dance with her, ‘and
‘ afterwards with 2 lady of ‘the cothpany, for
tho’ the bride was a country girl, there were
two or ‘thee tadie prefént at her’ weddmg
dmﬁer As well as T could undetfland, ‘one
was the parfon s wife, another the mayot ot
burgomaﬁer s wifé, 'and people of that fort!
I talked buit little, as Germati does fiot at alt
run fluent from my tongue. Being fatisfied
at laft with dahcing, and feeing curious
figures, and thinking my ‘poftilion would be
glad to go away, I retired.

The
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‘The éity Iamin at prefent belongs to the
" ele@or palatine. Its religion is a mixture of
Calvinifts, Lutherans, and Roman catholics.
My landlord informs me that there are ftill
fifteen German miles to Francfort. I really
believe a German mile makes at leaft fix of
ours. According to this account we ought to
‘have near ninety miles to that city. My
landlord likewife informs me that Ithall meet
with no French till I get there. The French
have a garrifon in Francfort. : ‘

A fine gentlethan with half a dozen dogs

is juft come into ourinn. My landlord tells

me that he is an officer of the duke of Wir- i
temberg’s. By his dogs and drefs he looks.

more like a fportfman than a warrior.

LET-
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L ETTER XLVIh

Heidelburg 7 o’clock morning,
Thurfday, Nov. 12, 1761,

I SHOULD have been gone away from
this place, where I lay laft night, before
now, but one of the horfes has got a thoe to
be put on. I could not writé any thing yef-
terday, as I {pent it in cempany at'the table
d hoté, which begin_‘t'o'be excellent. They
inform: me, that I fhall certainly meet with
no French upon the road till ¥ come to Franc-
_fort. 1 pafled yefterday morning through
~Bruffen, where the bifhop of Spire dwells.
He has 3 very fine palace. His fentinels ex-
amined me in paffing through, and would
know my name, ‘quality, and every thing.
" Heidelburg, the town I am in at prefent,
'feems a very large handforte city. It is not
far from Manbeim, the capital of the eleftor

Vor. III. K k palatine,
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palatine. At leaft the elector palatine always |
lives there. ‘The Germans in this part of the .
cousitry do not feem. to be great friends to the j
French, ot to like their incurfions into Ger-
many. It is faid the French army under
Broglio is at prefentN but a few miles from
Hanover.

Hapenbeim, ditto 3 o'clock

afternoon.

UPONmy entry into the warm publi
room of this houfe, the firft thing that fi-
. luted my fight was, a eouplé of ill looking
huffars, who were fitting at a table. Before
~ them ftood fometliing to eat and drirk. Al
together: they were moft formidable figures,
particularly - one of them, who glared upm
- me at my entranee, and whofe long whifken
and high cap added confiderably to. the fierce:
. nefs of his look. ‘The other was rather milder,
- but had ftill a degree of fury in his appew-
“ance. In fhort, they were two perfonage,
. that
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that I fhould not at all like to meet at twelve:
o’clock at night in a wood. They were in
the feivice of F rance, and were of Alfatia if
I miftake not. 1 enteted into a convérfation
with thie mildér, while 1 was ‘warming my-
fef at the flove. He fays he is come in eleven
days from the French army, whith is how
at Einbeck. He complains ‘prodigioufly "of
the Hahoverians, and fays with many exe-
crations; that they would never let him éat
a forfel in peace. He and his ¢companion
are come I think to fee about winter quarters
for their tegiment. . While I was'at dinner
my landlord entertained me with lamenta-
tions upon the miferies of war, and how -
much corn and other things they were ob-
ligéd to give yearly to the French army.
This village is in the eleCor of Mentz’$ do-
minions, who aHows the French to take fe
much forage and provifions ‘an’nually from
his fubje®s, Perhaps he grants it from not
being able to refufe fo powerful an intercef-
for.. The Germans, however, in general do

" Kkz not
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not fe¢em to be friends to the French, and
yefterday at Heidelburg, upon my tellinga
gentleman, that I did not believe I thould -
meet with any French between that place
and Francfort ; ¢ Ah!” fays he, with a far-
caftic fimile, * there are enough of them every
¢ where.” The regiment of huffars, of which .
* the two prefent are a part, coming into win- |
ter quarters here, does not feem at all agrez- |
able to my prefent landlord. He gave me,
as a fort of defert to my dinner, a fucceffion
of maledi&tions againft war and the effedts
" of it. ‘The huffars are gone away and I
believe have taken to horfe.

Uberftadt, ditto in the evening,

T HE village I am in at prefent belongs

to the duke or prince of Darmftadt. I in-
‘tended lying in the capital, but fate ftopped
me thort here. Coming out of a pretty
wood about two or three miles from henct
we faw the whole road gleam with ams
' - . which
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which I thought at leaft was the French
coming to attack us, but found it was only"
a regiment of the country changing quar-
ters. C

- - Francfort upon the Maine, half after 7
in the evening, Friday, Nov. 13, 1761, .
Iam at laft arrived in this. town,' after a’
long half day’s journey this morning. - The'
roads too are exceflively fandy as you ap-
prdach towards. Francfort, which made us
go very flow. . Sandy roads and woods were,.
I think, the only variety we had .in our.
route. We did, indeed, pafs through fome:
villages, and under the walls ‘of Darmftadt,
I thought I fhould have had a rigorous exa- -
mination from the French upon my entry
into this city, . but ‘Aonly a Gefman grave
Jooking fort of ‘a3 man faid any thing to me..
He afked me my name, and wherel intcndcd’
to lodge, but did not trouble himfelf about
my.nation, Satisfied with my anfwers, he
Kk3 - leg



s1% LETTERS FROM -

let me pafs, and upon entermg Francfort, |
croffed the great bridge over the Maine, -ad
" repaired to my inn called the Red Man
I go away tomorrow morning in the public
boat for Mentz, not to lofe any time in my
return, and to be fecure from marauders,
which I hould be expofed to, if I travelled
by land. I intended to go to the French
play, but there was none this evening, and
- inftead of ‘that diverfion, I went to vifit2
gentleman for whom I had a letter, butl 1
" did not find hiny at home, They tald mel |
fhould meet with him at 2’ ceitain eoffec-
houfe, ta which my guidé condued me. ‘
I did not find him there neithes, but; infiead
~of him, I found a multitude of people in-
valved in a cloud’ of fmokg, dnd amang ‘
others a young French officer curioufly
dreffed, tho’ prestily too, who feemed 0
be eyeing the whéle compaiiy ‘with con |
fummate contempt, : ‘

‘Sinee
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Since -my rreturn \hofn.a, my landlord has -
been informing me of the manngr in.which.
- the French zendered themfelves mafters of
Francfort, that is put a garrifon into this
town; for, as to the civil govemmcnt, they'
have nof in the keaft 1nterfcred in it, They,

P

demanded a paflage thmugb Exansfon for

their troops at Hapawo.  Itr was ~granted

them, When they ‘wgre. in. the, middle of
the town they halted, and stold . the inhabi<
tants that they were obliged .,t,q.l?&YQ two ok
three thowfand foldiers there for their own
fecurity, Fhare was no' refufing fo many
men- with mufkets upon. theis fhoulders, and
they accordingly took pofleflion of all the,
fortifications,, to the. no {mall difpleafure of
the citizens. Francfort is'd free city of the
empire, ‘The government is Eutheran,

Ditto eleven o’clock at night,

- What do you think ? ‘The very Irifh
nebleman who lodged over my head at
Kky Ram .
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Rome is in this houfe, and I have been
fupping with him. ~ A curious converfation
began after the cloth was taken away.
Upon mentioning our both being upon our
return to the Britifh iflands, he faid I wasfo |
unprejudiced a perfon, that he would venture
to alk advice of me. He then defired to
know if the Englith cuftom-houfe officers
were very rigorous, and upon my- affuring
him they wcx;e, confefled he had the body
of a faint behind his chaife, which had been
given him by his holinefs to enrich the
~ altar of his chapel in Ireland, where thofo
of his perfuafion would come in creuds for
confolation. Now as the whole authenticity
of the relique depended upon the papal feals,
he was afraid that the cuftom-houfe officers
might break them to fee what was within .
fide. I could not help acknowlcdging that
I doubted whether mych refpeé would be
thewn to the Pongiﬁca_l ﬁgnct, and advifed
him to endeavour to find fome envoy or am-
baffador going to London, who would put It
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among his other counterband ‘things. He
thanked mé for my information, and pro-
mifed to do a5 I would have him,

Mentz, ten o’clock at .night,
‘Saturday, Nov. 14, 1761.

I have come to day down the Maine in
the public bark to this place. I fet off at
ten o'clock. ‘Thefe barks are like thofe in
" Holland, that go away at aminute’s warning,
" The clock ftruck ten, and at that inftant the
. bark began to move, It looked like Noah’s
ark, from the quantity of animals of all forts,
fizes and fexes that were in it. There were:
: many French foldiers and officers. I had -
" much entertainment in- haa;ring their talk
" of war affairs, and other matters, Next me
" in the boat fat two Fleraifh merchants, and.
" we have agreed to take a boat together to-
~ morrow moi‘ning to go to Cologne. How-
~ ever, we have as yet not been able to find
- one, and we muft wait till the morning
C dawns
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dawns to comtinue our enquires, U
our arrival at Ex, zbout fix miles fom
Francfort, ous bark ftopped, and as it v
to ftay there an hour, I and the Flenih
merchants went into- the town, to luk
about us. B"y mfﬁn& we ‘Were led inton
inn, where many other people, who bal
come along ‘with us’ i the bedt, kad pe
ceded us. Here we foutid & good mugr
dinnek ready After having: dilutedvare
cellent difh of fifly, with % proper ity
of Rhenifh, the common wine of the cdu-
try, we returned to our ffation in the bet,
and proceedéd vpen -eur jourrey. Betwco
five and fix o’clock we arrived to this to,
which is fituated' upon the Rbine, =
where the Maing- emptics xcfdf into that
tiver, .

LET
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LETTER. XX

Nimeguen, Saturday, November z'f,

_ ‘1761, ten o’clock, morning. -
A S I have _be»én almoft continixally in a
boat, or amjdft c:ouds of Erench d{iicess, I
_have not heen able to take ﬁp my pen till I
am now under the Thelter of the rcpubhc of
Holland, Fhe' Flemifh merchants and my-
felf hxred a bark at Mentz, wbu;h_, belonged .
to a Dutchman, whq was refurning in it to
his native country. The,y indecﬂ tcio_k it
oply ta Cologne, as \they Wc;;c to ftop. there,
but I agreed to go with it the whole ﬁray.
We always dined and .lay m fomc vdlage,
but went on only as faft as the current of the
" river asried us, Whlch was not very ﬂow,
for the Rhine is rapid, We pafled through.
a.moft beautiful country, as hills rofe gently.
oa each fidg the river cloathed with the Rhe-

‘ ) - pith .
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nith grape. Tho’ we had hired the boit to
ourfelves, we had numbers of French ofi-
cers and fol&icrs, who entered it at evy
town, without, Tbelieve, paying any thiyg
to the mafter. All the ordinaries too wer
crowded with them, but I received no fot
. of infult from any perfon, tho’, I believe, 2
moft places they did not know me for a
Englithman, as I talked Italian with my
fervant. ‘Their trdops are going into winter
quarters, tho’ there are ftill fome out in the
field againft the Hanoverians and us. The
foldiers are thabbily drefled, but fome of the :
officers extremely fmart and gay. Thy
rattle away at the ordinaries, and feem b0
think themfelves very ill ufed in being dri
ven out of Hanover.  One young officer, jut
come from the camp, was accufed of bei§
afraid of breaking his neck at every little
precipice his horfe came to," and it waswon*
dered how a perfon, who had often charged
the enemy with the greateft fury, couldb

{o Puﬁllaﬁimous ina Commoh jqurney. The
yousg




roung Frenchman 'replied in his ‘native
tyle, that glory was his reward if he fell in
dattle, but that no honor was to be obtained
from breaking his neck upon the road. Indeed
the word glory was common in all their
mouths, tho’ at this. time retreating before
the united forces. They had three pretty
bridges of ‘boats acrofs the Rhine, and all
their magazines were on the French fide ofit,
that if pufhed they ‘might eafily put them-
felves in fecurity. ~ T'wo boats took out of -
the middle of them ta-let us pafs, but the
fentries made us wait fome time before: they
would let us through. Thefe bridges were
formed in a bend agairiﬁ: ‘the ftream, which -
confequently could not drive them down
without breaking in the lighters, which for
greater ftrength were ftrongly anchored up
thecurrent, A few planks and gravel laid

over them, with a rail on each fide, made a

pood paflfage for horfe-or foot. At Wefel,

where there was one of them, I had like to

have got into a fcrape by carrying one of the
1 o ~ Dutch



36 - LETTERS FROM

Dutch chauf-piéds lighted upon jt.” It was
dark, and Wefel being the.laft French gar-
fifori, our company was reduced to ‘my¥elf,
my fefvint and the boatmin. As it was
very cdld, I had put fome -embers from the
inn fire into my warming machihe, and was
* bearing it over the bridge to defcend ifto my
boat, which was at the foot of it, when the:
_ fentry placed at'the entrance challenged- m¢;
and oked “me what I did with fire upon
the bridge ! As I'could not poﬂiﬁly know
the ‘watch-word; he advanced towards me
and put me under arreft, and calling for
affiftance, cdrried mie before the comiand«
ing officer upon guard. I had no-fooner told
him I'was an Englihman, than he thewed
me much civility, ard faid he believed we
hated the Hanoverians juft as much as they
did. It was not my part .to contradi® the
commanding officer of the bridge at Wefel,
efpecially as he was giving orders for my
difmiffion, tho’ he defired me - mot to carry

fire upon the bridge, as it was ftriftly pro-
‘ L1 hxbxted
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hibited, upon aécounit of the efiemy having
attempted moze than ooce by _traitors to fet
fire to thofe they had formed. They had
gone even farther, and fent emiffaries to fire
the magazines on the French fide of the
Rhine. This caufed an odd regulation to be
made, that we who went in boats might land
on the left hand fide of the river, but if we
touched the nght-hand bank, our boat,. goods
‘and all were to be confifcated. For this pur-
pofe various patroles were flationed along the
fides of the Rhine, to put thefe orders into
execution; and even fire upon the perfons
who fhould prove refrattory to the Ftench
commands. This and vasious other defpotic

~ regulations offended my Dutch boat-man fo -

‘much, -that as foon as we were got into Hol-
land, he began crying out.liberty with she
greateft energy, but unluckily became, from
the moft civil perfon that could poflibly be,
the greateft brute and bear I ever faw. How-
‘ever he condu@ed me fafely to this place,

' T whete
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where 1 fhall only remain till tomorrow, and
fet offiin the public boat for Rotterdam.

Rotterdam, 8 o'clock at night,
Wednefday, Nov. 25, 1761.

T HE ufual watery conveyances of Hol-
land brought me from Nimeguen to ths
place. The whole country is interfeétd
with an infinity of canals, which refcues
their grounds from becoming a marfh, and
affords an eafy method of paffing from one
townto another. An impudent Dutchman,
who was to carry me in his boat on board
the public barge, fltopped me in the middle
. between the fhore and the veflel, and declared
.he would not go on without I gave him
enormous price. As they were juft going
away I confented to any thing, and whenl
. got on board enquired of fome genteel look-
.ing pgbple, what I ought to pay ; but they
were fo, far from taking my part, that they

-turned their Belgic rumps. towards me and
left
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left me to fatisfy the fellow as I could. You
may imagine we had not any farticu‘lar nti-
macy during the voyage, if I may call the
gliding ‘through drained fens by that name.
At length we arrived at this town, which I
think is as beautiful as any thing can be ima-
gined. At Venice water is the only object
you fee in the fireets, and here there are ca-
nals run through every one, but on each fide
there is.a very good paved way for coaches,
and the borders of the water are planted with
lime trees. ‘The bridges too, which are very
numerous and all painted white, give a neat
look to the town, and open in the'middle to
Jet the mafts of the veflels pafs t-hrbugh ina
very ingenious manner. Indeed in almoft all
the cities of Holland the three moft contrary
things in nature are blended togetht;r, houfes,
trees, and thipping, which added to the great
neatnefs, which pervades the whole, aftonithes
the eye of a ftranger unufed to behold mafts
peeping up amidft trees. 1 have now told
you the beft of this place, for many Dutch-

Vor. 11, L1l - men,
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men_have not unaptly been compared to
brooms, which kéep evéry thing clean but
their own perfons; and a gentleman upo
being thewn a houfe is faid to have fpitin the
mafter’s face, as being the only dirty place
to expe@orate in. ‘Thefée charms however,

. not being fufficient to keep me from you, |

fhall fet off for Helvoet Sluys the day after
tomorrow, and as I fhall be with you as foon
as I can fend another paper, I here clofe my
correfpondence, which I have continued, ac-
cording to promife, I may fay, without in-
ferruption from the time of my leaving you
to go Lifbon.

"FINTIS.

-
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