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rpHESE LETTERS, from the pen of Go-
J- vcnior Th.imas Nki.s.in, Jr., rc/ak to the

sii'oc of J 'orktoioii, flic siiiiriif/cr of Lord Corn-

-loallis, and the Xaval and Military viovcnicnts

-iohich resulted in that decisive triumph of the

Continental ari?/s, and are noio publishedfor the

first time.

The Vikciinia Historkai. Shcietv arc grati-

fied to have this opportunity of quiekenino- the

public interest in (Governor A'elson, 7vhose exam-

ple of selfsacrficing patriotism loill outlast the

bronze lohicli commemorates his name.



LETTERS.

TIws. Nelson, Jr.. B. G. to Major Dick.

NOTHING has offered fince I lall wrote,

which renders it neceffary to vary the Ja

orders then given. It was my wifh to have ^b

collected the troops on this lide of James River

to one point, that if any opportunity presented

itself of gaining an advantage of the enemy,

we might have feized it to the beft effect. For

this reafon I fhould this night have marched

the troops here towards your flation, but that

this would have thrown our whole force too far

into y'= rear of the enemy, to give any protec-

tion to the lower country, fhould the enemy
embark in any lliort time, which I think not

improbable. If they (hould not, I fiiall to-mor-

row morning draw clofer to them by the way
of Charles City Court Houfe, and wifli \'ou to

keep as near them as you prudently can. In

cale of their embarkation and going down the

River, you will march your troops by the moft
direft



direcl: Route towards Williamsburg. I am, dear

Sir,

Your very h'ble fervant,

Goz'r N^elsou to the Mat-qitis dc la Fayette.

Sir:

I

In confequence of your firft requifition of

' Militia to join Gen. Wayne and to proceed to

So. Caro., the executive diretled a feventh

part of the Militia of feveral counties neareft

the borders of Carolina, to rendezvous imme-

diately—thefe it was fuppofed would amount
to about loooor 1200 men. Afterwards, when
you defired the number to be augmented to

2000, the fame counties were called on to in-

creafe their numbers to one fourth, w'ch would

produce more than you required; no part of

the Britifh army having gone fouthwardly, as

was apprehended when the latter requifition

was made, a doubt has arifen whether you may
now think 2000 men neceffary for the Southern

fervice. What renders the fending a greater

number of men on this e.xpedition, than the

fervice abfolutely requires, a matter of more

moment than it otherwife would be, is the fear-

city of Public Arms, and the probability there

is, that we Ihall want as many as we can colletl
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in other quarters. The executive wifh to have

your fentiments on this fubject.

I am. tK:c.

CkrSi- iVclson to the Count Dc Grassc.

Sir:

The arrival of his moll; Christian .Majefty's Richmo

fleet under your command in Chefapeake Bay, ^^/'s',"

was yefterday announced to me while in the

Marquis de la Fayette's camp. I take the ear-

lieft opportunity of cong-ratulating you on )-our

fafe arrival, and of acknowledging this fignal

proof of the attention of our very great and

generous ally, and the alacrity with which you.

Sir, and the other officers of this fleet and army,

execute his intentions in our fa\our. An arma-

ment fo powerful and competent to every pur-

pofe, will not only give a fortunate turn to our

Military operations, but will convince the in-

credulous and difaffected, who may ftill lurk

amongft us, that his moll; Chrillian Majelly is,

both fincerely determined, and fully able, to

fupport the American United States, in vindi-

cating their rights and maintaining their inde-

pendence. It will be my greatefl happinefs to

contribute every thing in my power towards the

fpeedy and succefsful accomplifhment of the

object we have in view, and to render the fer-

vice in this .State agreeable to the officers and
men
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his moft Cliriftian Majefty's Fleet and

Gov'/- AWso// to the President of Cono/rss.

Sir:

^

It is with great pleafure I inform )ou of

the arrival of the Count De Graffe, in Chefa-

peake Bay, with a very powerful armament.

VVe are making every exertion to improve this

favorable opportunity of ftriking a blow, which

will not only, for the prefent, relieve this State

from the ravages of war, but will have the

llrongefl tendency to bring our juft conteft to

a fpeed)- and happy conclufion.

I am, &c.,

(7oz''r AWsivi to Govr Lcc [of Maryland).

.Sir:

On the 31ft of Augufl, the French Fleet,

commanded by the Count De Graffe, consisting

of 28 fhips of the line and fi.x Frigates, with

3,000 land Forces, arrived in Chefapeake Bay.

They have made fuch difpofitions as will pre-

\'ent the Britifh army, now at York, from croff-

ing James River below the Falls, fliould they

attempt



attempt to efcape to the fouthward; and I trull

we iTiall, in conjunction with the French Troops,

be able to oppofe to them fuch a Force as will

keep them from penetrating wefterly, in order

to crofs the country higher up. In all human
Probability, Lord Cornwallis has nearly finifhed

his career, and will fhortly receive his reward.

We are making the greatell exertions to pro-

cure abundant and permanent fupplies of Pro-

vifions for the fleet of our Allies and our com-

bined forces, and although our profpects are

good, yet, fo anxious am I that there fhould be

no deficiency on this fcore, I wifh us to have

fome other dependence than the fupplies of

this State. Flour is an article which we may
probably moft want, and particularly for the

prefent, and it is one with which your .State, I

imagine, can eafily and plentifully furnifh us. I

would therefore take the libert}' of recommend-

ing it to your confideration, whether it will not

be advifable to have confiderable quantities of

it immediately fent down the Bay.

I am. Sir. with the greatefl efteem and re-

fpect.

Your mo. obed't and ver)* hum. serv't.
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Govr Nelson to Capt. Pierce, Smitlifield.

Sir:

Richmond The armament that has lately arrived to

T7S1".' '
our affiftance will require large fupplies of Veg-

etables and Vinegar, both which articles ufed to

be produced in great abundance in your and

the adjacent counties. Your known zeal for

your country's welfare has induced me to take

the liberty of requefling your aid in procuring

thefe articles. If you wifh a supply of money
for this purpofe, you fliall be furnifhed with it

upon application. Hog Ifland will be a proper

place to convey the things to, from whence they

will be taken by the fhips, unlefs you fhould

find it more convenient to convey them from

Smithfield by water; which, I imagine, might be

done with fafety at this time.

Go'Sr Nelson to John Brown. Esq.. Coniiiiis-

sary- General.

Sir:

Richmond The Very large fupplies of provifions necef-

Sept'r2d, fary for (-^g armanent lately arrived, and for

the troops expected from the Northward, re-

quire the moft vigorous and unremitting exer-

tions. For the northern troops, your attention

muft
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muft be immediately turned towards Alexan-

dria, from thence, through that neck of land to

Fredericksburg, to Glofter and the Marquis'

camp. For the French troops, the fupplies may
most eafily be drawn from James River and its

waters. This will be an extenfive bufmefs, and

will demand many able and active men to exe-

cute it. Difappointment will be attended with

the mofl fatal confequences.

I have written to the Count)- Lieutenants to

urge the Commiffioners to alacrity in their de-

partment, and alfo to procure all the Waggons
that they poffibly can. Let me recommend to

you again the clofeft application towards fur-

nifhing an immediate fupply.

I am, &c..

Go'Sr Nelson to Mr. I'icrcc.

Sir:

I am this moment informed, by the hon'ble R"

Major-General Marquis la Fayette, that the

French Troops are landing at James Town. I
\

desire you will immediately repair thither, and

adopt every meafure in your power to fupply

them with whatever they may want, that comes

within your department.

Gov't
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Goi'r Nelson to Govr Biwkc.

Sir:

Richmond Your letter of the 15th of the laft: month

^T78r'''
'^^^ received here at a time when I was on a

vifit to camp, which detained me till the day
before yefterday. At prefent, I fhall beg leave

to wave any anfwer to its contents, but haflen

to inform you of an event which will give you
more pleafure than a thoufand obfervations on
the matters which lately engaged our atten-

tions. The Count De Graffe arrived in our Bay
three days ago with a Fleet of 28 fhips of the

line and fix frigates, together with three thou-

fand land forces. By a letter from the Marquis
la Fayette, received laft night, I am informed

that the French troops had begun to land at

James Town. This friendly armament is fo for-

midable that, I flatter myfelf, no hoftile one can

arrive which will venture to attack them, or be

able to fnatch from us our prey. Your own
feelings on this Occafion will enable you to judge
of ours. As we ought to provide againft every
thing which can poffibly happen to difappoint

our high wrought expectations, will it not be
well for you to keep a watchful eye on the

movements of the Southern foe, as, I believe,

you have nothing to apprehend from this quar-

ter? The enemy will not lofe fuch an army as

Cornwallis' without the greateft exertions, on
all iides. But what raifes our Hopes and Joys
to the moft exalted Pitch, and which I have re-

ferved
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ferved to the last, to crown the poHtical Feast

which this letter will aftbrd you, is a movement

of our great general, who. on the 27th of the

laft month, was at Chatham, with all the French

troops of the Northern Ami)-, and a body of

Continentals, on his march for X'lrtrinia.

Gov'r Nelson to Lord Connmllis.

My Lord:
From the affurance given me in a Ridm

letter I received from you of Aug't 5th, that ail ^""[^j

fuch perfons as I defcribed Meffrs. Archer and

RyAll to be, were ordered to be releafed, I relied

fatisfied that thofe gentlemen had obtained their

libert)'. But I am jufl; informed that they are

ftill in confinement on board of one of your

Lordlhip's Prifon Ships; which, from your letter,

I mull fuppofe to be a circumllance with which

you are not acquainted. I am, therefore, again

to defire your attention to thefe gentlemen, and

affure myfelf that you will order them to be re-

leased.

I am )'Our Lordfliip's mo. obed't and

mo. hum. ferv't.

Gov;
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Gov'?' Nelson to Thos. Nauton, yr., Esqr.

Sir:
Richmond It appearing to the Executive a matter of

17S1.
' confequence tliat the French Fleet be plentifully

fupplied with many articles of provifions, such as

frefli meats and vegetables, which may be pro-

cured in the counties contiguous to the Bay:

from the experience I have had of your abilities

in tranfacting any bufinefs committed to you,

and of your zeal for the intereft of your coun-

try, I am induced to wifh that you would under-

take this matter and furnilli them with whatever

neceffaries they may require, and if fuch fup-

plies are not attainable by the common methods
of purchafe, you are hereby authorized to pro-

cure them by Imprefs.

I am, &c„

Go'Jr Nelson to Gail Greene.

Sir:

I The Count De Graffe, with 28 fhips of the
' line, fix Frigates, and three thoufand land Forces

arrived lafl week in Chefapeake Bay. The
troops are landed, and have, I expedl, formed a

junction with the Marquis, about Wmf'burg.
The enemy have made no movement which I

have heard of fince this event, but continue in

York, strengthening their Pofl. We have called
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out a very large Body of our Militia, which, when

added to the forces already in camp, will enable

us clofely to invert York. I have had a letter

from his Excellency Gen'l Wafhington, dated at

Chatham on the 27th of laft month, wherein he

informs me that he is on his march for this State

with all the French troops of the Northern

Army and a considerable body of Continentals.

This movement, in all human probability, en-

sures us fuccefs in this quarter. But, notwith-

ftanding the very flattering prospect here, I feel

an uneafmefs when I confider that your fituation

may not be fo agreeable. It is, I think, to be

expected that the enemy you have to ileal with

will exert themfelves at this Critical time, and

the fuperiority, I fear, they poffefs, gives room

for apprehenfions. I have received no letter

from you fmce the 15th of July, so that I know-

nothing more of the Southern tranfactinns be-

tween that time and this, than what I have learnt

from common report. It would give me much

fatisfacdon to have information of a more au-

thentic nature.
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(Jov'r AU'/soH to the Honblc Robert Morris, Esq.,

Sitpcrintendant of Finanec.

Siu:

Your letters of July i6th and Aug't 23rd,

with a copy of July 25, the Original of which has

not been received, are all come to hand. At

])refent. I can do little more than acknowledge the

receipt of them, but fhall lofe no time in paying

that attention to their contents which their im-

]iortance requires. A perfon has been for fome

time employed in liquidating the accounts be-

tween the United States and this State; an-

other is engaged in fetding the accounts of the

Specific fupplies furnifhed by this State. Both

of thefe, as foon as they are finifhed, shall be

tranfmitted to you. In general, I may obferve

that this State has far exceeded the requifi-

tions of Congrefs in its advance of moft of

the Specific fupplies. The Affembly of this

State meets on the firft day of October. If you

can be enabled to execute the duties of your

office, agreeably to your wifhes, I am perfuaded

America will feel the good effects of it; and I

hope you will believe that private Friendfhip, as

well as regard for the Public Welfare, will prompt

me to lend you every affiflance which my fitua-

tion and abilities give me the power of furnifli-

ing.

I am, &c..

By
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By his Excellency Thomas Nelson. Jnn'r, Esq..

Goz'crnor of the Cmnmonivcalth of I'irgiuia.

ORIGINAL PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the exportation of pro\-irions will |;'';'™™'^

be attended with manifeft injury' to this State, I '/Si-

have thought proper, by and with the advice

and confent of the Council of State, to iffue

this my Proclamation for laying an embargo on

provifions, viz: on all beef pork, bacon, wheat,

Indian corn, peafe, or other grain, or flour, or

meal, made of the fame, to continue until it

fhall be annulled by proper authorit)'. And I

do hereby flricl;ly prohibit all mariners, mailers

and commanders of veffels, and all perfons

whatfoever, within this State, from loading on

board any veffel for exportation, and from ex-

porting all or any of the above fpecies of pro-

vifions, by land or by water, from the date

hereof until this proclamation fhall be repealed,

under pain of incurring the penalties inflicted

by the Act of Affembly entitled an Act to em-

power the Governor and Council to lay an em-

bargo for a limited time, except as in the faid

Act is excepted. And I do hereby ftrictly

charge and command all Xaval officers, anil

others in their refpective departments, to exert

their befl endeavours to the end that this Em-
bargo be ftrictly obferved.

Given under my hand, and the feal of the

Commonwealth, at Richmond, this 5th da\- of

Septem'r, 1781. THO.S. NELSON, Jk.

Go-Sr
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Goi<'r Ah-/son to the Absent Mcmhcrs of Council.

The operations that will take place in confe-

quence of the Arrival of a French Armament,
induce me to take command of the Militia that

are called out.

I wifli, at the fame time, the Executive ma)-

proceed in the bufinefs before them, to effect

which it will be neceffary for you to attend, as

I know it will give fatisfaction to the Gentlemen

])refent to have as full a board as poffible.

I am, &c.,

[Copy fent to each abfent member of Council.]

Goi'r Nelson to Goi'r Burke {of N. C).

Sir:

Wmsbui- I arrived here this day. Part of our

^"'I'vSi"'^'
troops are below, within eight miles of York.

The French and moft of the Continental troops

lie flill a mile or two above. Our force is dail)-

growing Stronger, and I flatter myfelf we fliall

very foon circumfcribe Cornwallis within nar-

rower limits than he has lately been accuftomed

to. We have had information of the arrival of

the Northern Troops, under his Excellency

Gen'l Wafliington, at the Head of Elk. The)-

were to come down by water, and may be every

minute expected. Lafl week a Britifh Fleet

appeared
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appeared off our Capes, which drew out the

Count De Graffe with the greater part of his

Fleet. It is faid they engaged, and that after a

fmart conflict the Britons fled, and were purfued

by the French. They have not yet returned,

nor have we heard any thing from them which

can be depended on, but from their fuperioritj-

our hopes are very high. I fliall continue here

until the fate of York is determined, unlefs the

meeting of our Affembly obliges me fooner to

leave the Field, and I e.xpect to have the pleaf-

ure of communicating to you, from time to time,

events of the moft agreeable nature.

Gcnn- N'clson to Col. Blunt.

Sir:

Your letter of yefterday. by Major Lucas. Wmsburg

is juft received. The alacrity with which the ' %Vi?'

Militia is turning out on this Occasion, gives me

great pleafure. On acc't of provifions, it is

neceffar)- that you continue at your prefent port

till farther orders.

I am, &c..



Govr A'chon to Major Boyce.

Sir:

Your letter to the Marquis Lafayette, dated

'yeflerday, has been referred to me. Until I

can give it proper attention, and till farther or-

ders. You will Keep Dr. Campbell in Cuftody.

1 am, Sir, Your
Obed't h'ble Serv't.

Gov''r Nelson to Col. Aiil/ioiiy Tliornton, Jr.,

Caroline.

Sir:

A large body of troops being expefted in

'a few days down the Bay, under his excellency

Gen'l Wafhington, which will probably land in

Gloucefler, I beg that you will have all the

Flour you can procure at Port Royall, or in any

part of Caroline or the adjacent country, fent

in Veffels round into Piankatank with all poffi-

ble difpatch. I have taken the liberty of giving

you this trouble from a convitlion that your

zeal for your Country's Good will incline 3'ou to

undertake a bufinefs fo ferviceable to it, and
that your influence will enable you to execute it

with the greatelf fuccefs.

I am. Sir,

Your mo. Obed't and very hum.,

Govr



[23]

Goz'r Xc-/so/i to Col. Wells.

Sir:

The great want of Flour and Meal in the Wmsburg

Army requires that every poffible meafure be ""'ijsi.

adopted to procure fupplies, and that perfons of

influence and activity engage in this bufinefs.

I therefore requeft, Sir, that you will undertake

to procure thefe articles in the Ifle of Wight

and the neighbouring counties, where )Our ex-

ertions, I am perfuaded, will have great effect.

You will take poffeffion of Mills proper for

your purpofe, and you may affure the people

that the Corn they advance on this occafion

(hall, if they require it, be replaced. You will

alfo take what fpirits you can meet with for the

ufe of the Army; vinegar, too, is much wanted,

and Captain Pierce, of Smithfield, has been ap-

plied to to provide it. To him you will be

pleafed to make application for what he has

gotten, and you will, bel'ides, endeavour to pro-

cure elfewhere.

I am, &c.

Gov'r Nelson to Capt. Callender.

Sir:

I requeft that you will immediately proceed w'msbuig

up James and Appomattox Rivers, and give ^'^'','yg',^

your affiflance to the Commiffaries and perfons

employed in procuring and fending provilions

to



to tlie Army. You will pufh down, with the

iitmoll difpatch, all veffels you meet with which

are loaded, and imprefs fuch veffels and their

crews as are not engaged in the public fervice.

I am, &c..

Gozh' Nelson to David Ross, Esq.

Sir:
Wmsbuig The great diftrefs the Army is now fuffer-

1781? ing from the want of Flour and Meal induces

me to write to you, although I am perfuaded

you are exerting yourfelf in this bufmefs. Pe-

tersburg, I believe, promifes fairefl for an im-

mediate fupply, and thither I would beg you to

turn your attention, unlefs you Know of fome

place more likely to fatisfy our wants. You
will be good enough to continue your Affiftance

to the Commiffary, which I Know will be of the

greateft fervice to him, and confequently to the

Country.

I am, &c..

Govr Nelson to Col. Davies.

Sir:

isburg Since my arrival in camp, I have under-

ftood that there is not a fufihcient number of

intrenching Tools collected, nor is there a prof-

pect of procuring them near this place. I am
therefore

I 2th.
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therefore to defire that you will give orders to

have all the tools fit for this purpofe, which are

to be met with in Richmond or elfewhere within

your reach, taken and fent down. Not a grain

of Flour has yet arrived from above, nor is

there at prefent a grain of meal in Camp. The
greatefl Diflrefs prevails on this account, and

how we are to remedy it in time I Know not.

I beg ot you to urge the perfons engaged in

this Buhnefs to the utmoft Induflry and Dif-

patch. Water Carriage from Richmond is too

tedious to afford the relief we want. For im-

mediate ufe, fome ought to be fent by Land if

poffible.

Gozrnior Xc/son to Mr. Pierce (Coniy-(iciicral).

I arrived yefterday in Camp, and found the w'msbmg

greateft diftrefs prevailing for want of Flour '^''lys'i^

and Meal. The Veffel you difpatched from Rich-

mond is not yet got down. This navigation is

too uncertain and tedious for immediate pur-

pofes. Land Carriage would befl anfwer them,

if it is poffible to make ufe of it. I am fatisfied

you will do everything in your power to fend on

fupplies, and never were your exertions more
neceffary. Is there not Flour to be had at Pe-

tersburg, whence it could -be brought here in a

Ihort time?

What adds to the Diftrefs is, that the Mills in

this
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this part of the Country have not water to grind

the corn, which can be collefted.

I am, Sic,

Any waggons which will bring Flour to na-

vigation or to Camp fliall be immediately -dif-

charged.

Gov't- Nelson to Colonel Lewis.

Sik:

For the troops under your command you

will endeavour to procure Provifions from the

Inhabitants in your neighbourhood, and you

may affure them they fhall have what the)- fur-

nifh replaced, if they require it.

I am, Sir,

Y'r Mo. Ob. Servant.

Sir:

Governor Nelson to Col. Taylor.

W'msbuig Your letter to the Marquis la Fayette, re-

'

''iVsi^' fpefting the Flag Veffel at Urbanna, was this

day referred to me. I cannot at prefent deter-

mine in what manner it will be proper to dif-

pofe of it, but think the negroes ought to be

landed, and that due attention may be paid to

their fituation; and, the neceffary precautions

beine
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being taken that they be returned or accounted

for when required, other things mud remain

as they were when you wrote, until further or-

ders.

Gov't' Nelson to Hon'hlc David 'Jameson. Licut.-

Govcnior.

Sir:

There is at prefent a fcarcity of fait in Wm.hurg

Camp, and from the great confumption of frelli ' "^''lys'^

'

Meat, a large quantity will be required. I mufl^

therefore, beg that you will give attention to this

matter, and procure as much as you can. I

have been informed that a Veffel lately arrived

at Richmond with Salt, which probably is ftill

attainable. The two armies remain in the fame

fituation as when I laft wrote.

I am.

Gov r Nelson to Gen I Lawson.
Sir:

There are feveral Horfes in Captain Nel- w-msbm.'

ion's Corps that belong to the public, which will Sept'ri3th

be of Service to the P'rench. Thefe horfes, if

they have not been appraifed, mull be valued

by two Gentlemen of your Camp, and a return

made of them. The men who came down are

upon
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upon a regular tour of Duty, and cannot be dif-

charged until that is expired. Such of them as

are on the impreffed horfes mufl be annexed

to the Infantry of their count>'. Thofe who are

mounted on their own horfes, and are armed

with fwords, will be of fervice as dragoons, and

may draw forage.

I am.

Gov'r Nehoji to the County Lteutenmits of Fair-

fax, Prince Wm., Stafford, Spotsylvania, Caro-

line, Hanover and Neio Kent.

Sir:

w'msburg The march of his excellency, Gen'l Wafli-

"iVsi^* ington, with his troops by land, makes it necef-

fary that the Roads he is to pafs be put into the

beft order. This you will immediatel)' have

done in your Count)-.

Sept

Governor Nelson to Governor Burhe.

Sir:

w'msbuig Since I lafl wrote to you no movement
Sept'i- 13th has been made by either Army. Much of our

attention, indeed, has been given to the means

of fubfifting fo large a force, and a difficult task

it
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it has been to keep it in being for fome days

paft. Our difficulties on this account seem now

diminifhing, but there flill remain apprehenfions

that we fhall not be altogether free from thefe

embarraffments, unlefs our neighbouring States

lend us fome afliftance. From your State we

would wifh to obtain fait and Beef, of which

there will be a great confumption, this country

at prefent affording very litde falted provifions.

I am, &c.,

Governor Nelson lo Col. Inncs.

Sir:

It is probable that fome fait may be pro- Wmsburg

cured for public ufe in the Count)' of Gloucef- ''''17S1.

ten The army is at prefent much in want of

it, and you will oblige me if you will have what

is to be had colleCled and fecured. With refpeft

to military operations on the North Side of York

River, they mufl be left to your own judgment.

You will, however, be pleafed to communicate

to me ever>' event of any importance, and you

may reft affured that equal attention fhall be

paid to the Militia on both fides of the River.

The neceffary appointments in the Medical de-

partments, or others in your command, you will

make.
I am, &c.,

r Govr
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Governor Nelson to Col. William Davies.

Sir:
Wmsbmg His Excellency Gen'l Wafhington arrived

17S1. here between four and five O'clock this after-

noon. The firft divifion of his Army is coming

down the Bay, and is every moment expefled.

Our operations will now grow very ferious, and

it will be incumbent on us to exert ourfelves

that there may be no want of Ammunition. I

need not urge you to attend to this matter.

I niuft again beg leave to recommend what I

have so often mentioned, that every means be

made ufe of to get Waggons in the fervice.

I am, Sir, Yr. Mo. Ob. fervant,

Goi'r Nelson to John Pierce.

Sir:

W'msburg His Excellency Gen'l Wafliington is jufl

^T'si'*"'
arrived, and the firft divifion of his Army is

every moment expected. The Provifions in

Camp are fcarcely fufficient to fubfift the pref-

ent Army for three days longer, and fhould the

wifhed for reinforcement arrive before a frefh

fupply of provifions. Flour, at leaft, is received,

it gives me Pain to think of the Situation we

fhall be in. Let me intreat you, therefore, to

leave nothing untried which promifes the fmall-

est relief to us. Not only great quanddes of

Flour
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Flour, but alfo Beef, will be wanted. All ap-

plications with refpect to fupplies of Provil'ions

are made to me, and the apprehenfions I am
under left there fhould be a deficiency, create a

perpetual uneafmefs. Write Often and as

briefly as you pleafe your Certainties and Pros-

pects, that I may Know our dependence.

I am,

Goz'r AWso>i to Hoii'hlc D. Jameson.

Sir:

His Excellency Gen'l Wafhington arrived ^y'^;^'^''[s

here about two hours aoo. The firft divifion 1781.

r , • A 1 1 Ti 1
6o'clkPM

of his Army is coming down the bay, and may
be expecled every moment. A very little time

now will determine the fate of York, and with

it probably that of the Continent. But what

exertions will it require to fubfift properly fo

great an Army? I feel the utmoft anxiety on

this account, and cannot forbear, though I am
perfuaded it is needlefs, preffing you to urge to

the greateft and moft unremitted aftivity and

induftry every Officer within your reach, whofe

bufinefs it is to provide forage or provifions for

the Army. Beef Flour, Corn, and the Means

of Tranfportation, (hould be principal objects of

attention, and the country cannot cenfure any

encouragement which is given to thofe who will

lend
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lend their aid on this occafion. His Excellency-

appears to be in good health and Spirits.

I am, Sir, Your Mod obedient

and very H'ble f'v't,

Govr Nelson to Ralph Wormlcy, Jr.
Sir:

w'msburg Your letter and Petition were delivered to

'^I'ySi.* me the day before yefterday. Col. Taylor has

received orders to permit the negroes to be

landed, upon condition that they be delivered

up when demanded. The other articles are to

be detained with the flag until further orders.

I am, Sir, Your Obed. Servant,

R. A., Secretary, to Col. Sir John Peyton.

Sir:

W'msburg ^s the large Force now collefling about
^^P''gj4th this place requires ever)' exertion to be made

for their fubfiftence, The Governor begs the fa-

vour of you to procure, for the ufe of the Army,

as much Beef and Salt in your County as it can

furnifh without distreffmg the people. The ne-

ceffities of the Service oblige him to make thefe

applications to Gentlemen of the greatefl influ-

ence in their refpeclive parts of the Countrj'.

By order of his Excellency the Governor.
Governor
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Governor Nelsoti to Charles Lcivis.

Sir:

I will be obliged to you if you will under- w'msburg

take the collecting of Spades, Axes, Hatchets, " 1781.

Shovels and hilling Hoes, and you are hereby

empowered to take, for the public ufe, all you

can find in the town or adjacent country. You
will Keep an account of the tools 3'ou receive

from each perfon, fo that they may be returned

when the fervice no longer requires them. You
are alfo empowered to imprefs negroes to bring

the tools to fuch place or places as you fliall

think it convenient to have them collected at.

Governor Nelson to Col. Kcnner.

Sir:

The rum mentioned in your letter cannot Wmsburg

be impreffed for our ufe, as it belongs to the '^''I'^sif

French Fleet. I defire you will be particularly

careful to fecure it from damage, and give every

affiftance to the Captain that is in your power.

The Admiral will no doubt fend up for it imme-

diately.

If it is neceffary, order your Militia out to

proteft it.

Gov'r
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Govr Nelson to Col. Davics.

Sir:

WmsburT Yours of the 13th inft. is jufl received. I

Sept'r i6ih have written more than once to you fince my
10 o'clock arrival here, and mentioned the Particulars,

wherein I wiflied for your beft endeavours.

The procuring of Waggons is a matter of fo

much importance that I cannot help again

recommending it to your attention. You will

alfo oblige me by fending a copy of the late

Militia Law. Our Army has not yet begun to

operate, but continues nearly in the same pofi-

tion as I found it. The Count De Graffe has

returned from purfuing the Britifh Fleet. He
has taken two Frigates, and is joined by the

Rhode Ifland Fleet. In the latter came 600

Land troops. Permit me once more to defire

that you will prefs thofe whofe bufinefs it is, to

fend on provifions with all poffible expedition.

I have jufl; received information that 3,000 of

the Northern Army are Come into James River.

W'msburg

Goih- Nelson to Lieut. Giuiazaay.

Sir:

So great a number of horfes are required

Sept'r i6th for the prefent fervice, that every e.xpedient we

can adopt will fcarcely be fufficient to anfwer

the Demand. It is my wifli, therefore, that you

order down all the horfes taken from or left by
the
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the Enemy which are in the Commiffioners or

quarter Master's Hands; as thefe Horfes are

already out of the Proprietor's poffeffion, this

appHcation of them will be leaft felt by the

People. The fupplies of Flour, &c., come in

but flowly, fo that I am flill full of Anxiety on

this Acc't. The Count De Graffe has returned

and increafed his fleet with two Britifli Frigates.

While he was in chace the Rhode Ifland Fleet,

fortunately, got in. This latter has brought up-

wards of Six hundred land forces, and many
implements for a siege. No movement has

yet been made by our Army. It is faid the

Enemy are out as high as the half way houfe,

in Force, this morning.

Gov'r jVc'/son to Hon I D. yanieson.

Sir:

The want of Forage and Spirits begin to Wmsburg

be ver>' fenfibly felt in the Army, the Country ''^Si.

around here being exhaufted to a degree that

is extremely diftreffing to the inhabitants. For-

age for 5,000 (thoufand) horfes will be wanted.

You will inform me where the Public flores are,

or where it is moft probable they can be pro-

cured. Military Matters remain as when I lafl

wrote.

I am, &c.

Gov'r
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Govr Nelson to Col. Wm. Davies.

Sir:

Wmsburg In confequence of your letter, Capt. Ed-

^''Pys'jf* dins waits upon you for the recruiting money.

I am, Sir, Your Obed. h'ble Serv't.

Not a tittle of news fmce the laft letter.

Governor Nelson to Lord Cornioallis.

Mv Lord:

W'msburg The officers of the Virginia Line

^^"i^Si!* who contracted the debts in Charleftown, for the

payment of Which we are now fending To-

bacco, are defirous that Lieutenant Colonel

Wallace, one of their number, and flill a Prif-

oner on Parole, be permitted to go in the Flag,

his knowledge of thefe contracts qualifying him,

better than any perfon who is a (Iranger to

them, to fetde them in a juft and fatisfactory

manner. If your Lordfhip thinks proper to

grant this permiffion, you will be pleased to en-

clofe to me a paffport for him.

I am informed that Major Arthur Dickinfon,

of the York County Milida, is in clofe confine-

ment in your Provoft. Your lordship will

oblige me by acquainting me with the reason of

his being treated in this rigorous manner.

I am Your Lordfliip's

Obed't and Very h'ble Serv't.
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Goz'crnor Kelson to Col. Davics.

Sir:

Yours of the 1 5th I received laft night. Wmsburg

Your propofal to have a magazine eftablifhed at
"^""I'/s'i^'

Shirley is certainly a good one, and ought to

have more attention paid to it than mere appro-

bation. The navigation above can be much

more eafily and expeditioufly performed by

fmall craft than by large Veffels; Which latter,

again, will be more advantageoufly employed

in the lower navigation. It is my wifh, there-

fore, that you urge this matter in the Strongefl

terms to Major Claiborne and Mr. Pierce.

It is neceffary when men fo openly, on fuch

interefting occafions, dare to difobey the orders

of Government, as in the inftance of the Hen-

rico Militia, that fure punifhment fhould await

their condud. Whatever method you fhall

find beft to anfwer this purpofe, will be ap-

proved of by me. The behaviour of Colonel

* * * is in the higheft degree reprehenfi-

ble, and I fhall take that notice of it which it

deferves, and which, I trufl, will deter him and

others from like prattices in future. The

troops under Col. Gafkins are fo fliamefully

deficient in clothing that I muft requeft of

you to have any clothes which are ready im-

mediately fent on; an Officer will go up to re-

ceive them.

I am. Sir, Your Mo. Ob. Servant.

P. S.—Pleafe to fend a copy of the provifion

Law.
6 Govt
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Govr Nelson to Col. Davics.

Sir:
Wmsburg Since I wrote to you on the 19th, I have

17S1. received yours of the i 7th and igtli—the former

including a return of Mihtary Stores, the latter

a copy of the Militia Law. I fhall write to Mr.

Dick and direct him to make regular returns of

the Arms &c. at the Fredericksburg gun fac-

tory, which he ought to have done without my
orders. Such horfes as are unfit for fervice, or

fuch as cannot fpeedily be made fo, I think it

will be mofl advifable to sell, Keeping particu-

lar defcriptions of them, that juftice may be done

their owners, if they can be found. All the

powder ought to be purchafed that can be met

with, and a fupply of cartridges is immediately

wanted, we being under the neceffity of bor-

rowing from the Park to comply with the requi-

fitions from Gloucefler. If I can hear of a

Tinman, I will endeavour to engage and fend

him up to you. We ftill remain as diflant from

the enemy as when I laft wrote. We have

been waiting for reinforcements and neceffaries

for carrying on a fiege, and ftruggling with the

difficulties of fubfifting the Army. It will be

proper to get from Major Claiborne a return of

the Horfes delivered to him, a copy of which

you will be pleafed to tranfmit to me.

I am, .Sir, Your Obed.

and Very h'ble Servant.

Govr
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Goi'r lYdson to * '-^^

Sir:

You will be pleafed, with the Veflels com- Wmsbm-g

mitted to your charge for the purpofe of bring- ijg^.

ing fupplies to the Army, to proceed up Potow-

mack River, to take in whatever fliall be col-

lefted at thofe, or any other ports on James or

Appomattox Rivers. At Richmond, you will

apply to Mr. Pearce, commiffary-General. At

Petersburgh, to Mr. Yarborough: and thefe Gen-

tlemen, and their Affiftants, are hereby required

to deliver to you all the fupplies they have pro-

cured on the Aforefaid Rivers. You are hereby

empowered to imprefs any hands you fliall have

any occafion for, in navigating, loading, or un-

loading your Veffels, and all other things necef-

fary for the fervice you are engaged in.

I am, Sir, your Mo. Ob. Servant.

Goi''r Nelson to Bul/cr Claiborne.

Sir:

You will pleafe to Stop all veffels coming w'msburg

down either of the Branches of York River, with
""^-fll.

provifions of any kind Whatever, at Frayfer's

and at Ruffin's Ferry, and, if poffible, have them

ftored at thofe places, the danger attending

Veffels coming lower down the River, at this

time, being infinitely too great to hazard the

lofs of any others, three having been captured

by the enemy, this day.

Gov'r
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Gov r Nelson to Comnwdoi-e Barron.
Sir:

Wmsburg As we are in great want of your affiftance,

'^^1781^ I fliould be glad to fee you, without lofs of time,

in W'mfburg, where bufinefs of confequence

awaits your arrival.

Go'Jr Nelson to Col. Jno. S. Wills.

Sir:
W'msburg Should you find it neceffary to Keep Mac-
'^^1781? kay's Mills going, and that it cannot be done

without drawing off the water from the Mills

above on the fame Streams, You are hereby

authorized and empowered fo to do, the public

fervice abfolutely requiring that no obflruction

be given to the work to be carried [on] at the

faid mills. You will fend Peter Hernon, under

a guard, to me, at this place.

Given under my hand, at Williamsburg, this

twenty-fifth day of Sept., 17S1.

Gov r Nelson to Lord Cormuallis.

My Lord:
W'msburg Many of the former inhabitants of

1781. York having applied to me for a flag to bring

out their effects, Your Lordfhip will do me the

favor
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favor to inform me whether it will be agreeable

to you to allow them this liberty; and, if it is, at

what time it will be moft proper for their Wag-
crons &c. to attend, for this purpofe. I mufl

alfo requeft that your Lordfhip will inform me

of the reafon of Doctor Griffin's confinement

on board of one of your Prifon Ships.

I have the honour to be, &c.

If your Lordihip will permit fuch of the in-

habitants as are now in York to come out, with

their effecfts, Waggons will be fent, at the same

time, for their ufe.

David Jaincson to Governor Nelson.

We are very forr}- to inform you, that in thofe in Council

parts of the 'Countr>- where Agents are em- ^'P'^'g^^'^

ployed to purchafe provifions for the French

Fleet and Army, our Commiffaries or Commif-

fioners can procure no fupplies. The people

withhold their Wheat, in hope of receiving a

prefent payment in Specie. It is abfolutely

neceffary fomething fhould be done, or our

Army will be ftarved. We fhould have written

to you yefterday, on receiving the letters and

extracts now enclofed to you, but Mr. Rofs, who

has had this matter in contemplation, is out of

Town. Was he here, we fliould propofe to him

to go immediately to camp, and, after conferring

with
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with you, to make application to the Superin-

tendant or director of thofe agents, fully per-

fuaded he can ftrike out fome mode of procur-

ing the neceffary fupplies for both Armies and

Fleet, that will be agreeable to all parties.

Seeing the neceffity of fomething to be imme-

diately done, we trouble you with this letter,

that you may pave the way for Mr. Rofs, to

whom we have fent an exprefs, and hope he

will be with you in a fliort time after your re-

ceipt of this. With the greateft eteem, I have

the honour to be,

Your Exc'y's mo. Ob. Serv't.

Gov'r Nelson to Col. Richard Morris.

Sir:

W'msburg The great difficulty of fupplying the Army

^'^'i'tSi^*
with Provifions, and the fatal confequences

which may attend a fcarcity of them, oblige me
to requelt, in the moft earned manner, that you

will immediately come down to this place and

lend us your affiftance in this way. I Know
your averfion from engaging in Public Affairs,

but fo important is the Occafion, and fo foon, I

hope, will the neceffity of extraordinary aid be

over, that, I flatter myfelf, your regard for the

public Welfare will prevail over your reluftance

to engage in this bufmefs, in which, I am per-

fuaded, you will be in the highell; degree ufeful.

I am, &c.
Gov'r
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Govr Nelson to Count Dc Grasse.

Sir:

I have the honor to inform your Excel- Wmsbm-g

lency, that the Flags of Truce, which were def- ^%\V.'^
tined to Charleflown, and which, I have been
informed, have been detained by your Excel-

lency's Orders, were properly authorized by
Government, to carry Tobacco thither, for the

purpofe of difcharging the debts contracted by
our Officers, while in captivity there, but, as po-

litical reafons in the prefent conjuncture may
render their departure highly improper, for fome

time, I lliall order them to return to their re-

fpe6live ftations.

I have the honor to be, with the moft perfect

fentiments of Efteem and Refpect, Sir, Your
Excellency's moft Obed. and moft

Hum'le Serv't,

001'r Nelson to Col. Thomas Newton.

Sir;

I wrote to you on the 19th, in anfwer to wmshurg
yours of the 17th. Should you be able to col-

Sepi'r27ih

led more neceffaries than are requifite for the

ufe of the Fleet, you will pleafe to fend them
up for the ufe of the Army. I mufl, however,
recommend to your attention the Ships which
lie in James River, fome of which are as high
up as Warrosquick Bay.

I am, &c.

Govr
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Governor Nelson to Mr. John Pierce.

Sir:
vv'msburg jf [^ fome time fince I heard from you. As
Sept'r 27th '

17S1. the emergencies of the Army are, at this time,

very confiderable, you will ufe your utmoft ef-

forts in hurrying down Cattle and whatever

other provifions you have colle6led for the ufe

of the Army—Obferving that they are to be

fent down on the north fide of James River, to

obviate the inconveniences of tranfporting them

over the River at this place.

I am. Sir, &c.

Gov r JVe/son to Hon'ie D. yanieson.

Sir:

Sept'r 27th Yours of the 2 2d did not reach me till

1781,
yefterday. The draft of Major Lintot, if I

ever did know anything of it, has entirely es-

caped my memory. But, in our prefent fitua-

tion, it is certainly out of our power to anfwer

drafts of this nature and amount. In a letter

received yefterday, from Col. Davies, he has

very juftly reprefented the bad confequences of

the prefent mode of fettling acc'ts in the Audi-

tor's office.

The People of the Country being obliged to

receive Prices fo inadequate to their property

and fervices, will undoubtedly decline ferving

the
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the Public, as far as it is in their power to avoid

it. My opinion is. that they fhould receive the

Depreciation current at the time of fettling their

accounts, and I look upon this as a meafure

which not only juftice recommends, but Policy,

and even neceffit>-. I would alfo advlfe that no

particular appropriations be made of the Paper

State Money, now remaining in the Treasury,

but that all demands be anfwered when they

are made, as far as it will go. No men can be

enlifted for the Army, fo that it is unneceffary

to retain the money for this purpofe. I plainly

fee that this money is fafl approaching to its

end, and that our prefent bufinefs is, to look for

a fubftitute. With good management, I think

we have now an opportunity of effecting this,

but it requires attention and addrefs, and for

this reafon, I wifh, exceedingly, that Mr. Rofs

would immediately come down to affift in this

matter. The money I wrote for, fome time ago,

need not be fent down, as Paper money has alto-

gether ceafed to be a currency here. The whole

Army is now putting into motion, and my next

may communicate fomething important. I am
convinced that my Prefence here is of infinitely

more advantage to the State than it could be

in Richmond; and I am alfo of opinion, that

the Deliberations of the Affembly, on the moft

important objects which will come before them,

Defence and Finance, muft take their tone, al-

together, from the event of our prefent opera-

tions. I am, &c.,

7 Goi'r
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Governor Nelson to yamcs Maury, Esq., Ag t of

the Flag Vessels.

Sir:
w'msburg The prefent fituation of our Affairs ren-

'^i'78^ dering it improper for the Veffels under your

charge to proceed on their intended voyage,

you will dire61 them to return to their refpec-

tive Ports, till farther orders.

I am, &c.,

Governor Nelson to Col. Cropper.

Sir:

Wmsburg Bufmefs of the greateft importance oblig-

^T sr"" '"» ^°'" ^'^"^' commiffary-gen'l of purchases,

to Vifit your Shore, you will be pleafed to lend

him any affiftance, in horfas &c., which he may
require. I am. Sir,

Your Obed't Serv't.

The Governor being informed that the Refu-

gees, who accompanied Lord Cornwallis to

York, are making their efcape acrofs the Bay,

begs that you will flrittly e.xamine all perfons,

who crofs from the Weftern to the Eaftern

Shore, and that you will have fuch confined, as

cannot render to you a fatisfactory account of

themfelves.

ROBERT ANDREWS, Secy.

£The above was appended to the letter of Gov'r Nelfon.]

Govr
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Governor Nelson to Hon blc David Jameson.

Sir:

I received your letter, enclofing extracts cam]

relative to the French agents. The confequences ''q";^^

of fuch proceedings, I have long forefeen, and '78i

have laboured to guard againft, by fupplying

the combined Armies with public provifions,

forage, &c. I have met with much difficulty

and vexation in the management of this matter,

arifmg, partly from the machinations of their

agents, partly from the unwillingnefs of the

people to affifl government, from which former

treatment gives them, perhaps, too litde reafon

to expe6l juflice, and pardy from the defire of

handling gold, which has too often been found

to prevail over every other confideration. I

have been daily in expectation of Mr. Roff's

affiftance, which, unlefs I fpeedily receive, I am
afraid we fhall lofe the chance that offers, of

placing our finances in a refpeclable fituation.

Our progrefs here has been more confiderable,

for the time, than could have been expected,

and attended with lefs oppofition and lofs.

Yefterday morning it was discovered that the

Enemy had evacuated their Outpofts at Moore's

Mill, Pigeon Quarter, and every other place be-

yond the Creek, except at Nelfon's Farm. Our
troops are to-day working on the grounds they

relinquished. The French took poffeffion of

Pigeon Hill. There have been two men Killed

and



[48]

and lix wounded. A sheriff's commiffion, for

Weftwood Armiftead, Efq., of Elizabeth City,

is wanting, which you will be pleafed to enclofe

to me.

I am. Sir,

Your Mo. Obed. Servant,

Go'Jr Nelson to tJie Commissioners of proidsions

of Accomac and Northamptmi.
Sir:

Camp The fleet and Army of our Allies requir-

0°to.
" ing large fupplies of frefli provifions, it will be

781- moft convenient for your county to furnifh its

quota to the Navy. You will, therefore, difpofe

of the Beef which the Public claims of your

County, to the French Fleet, for Cafli; your

fituation rendering it difficult to fettle for it in

any other manner.

I am, &c.

Gov't' Nelson to Count De Grasse.

Sir:

Camp Mr. Wray, the gentleman to whom I have

Octo. 3^ ^PP'is*^' 'o P™^''^^ Houfes and neceffaries for

'^^'" your fick, will have the honor of delivering you

this. His inclination leads him to render every

fervice in his power to the generous friends of

his
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his Country, and, if your Excellency will have

him furnifhed with money, he will be able, I

hope, to procure for them every thing requifite.

1 have the honor to be. Sir.

Govr Nelson to Jacob Wray, Esq.

Sir:

To enable you more effectually to provide Camp

Houfes and neceffaries for the fick of the French octo. 3,

Fleet, you are hereby empowered to take con- '7^'-

venient Houfes, always taking care not to dif-

trefs inhabitants; and you will call on the com-

miffioners of provifions for Elizabeth County to

affift you, who are hereby required to deliver

to you what provifions they have collected, or

are, by law, directed to colleCl:, which will an-

fwer your purpofes. You will, inftead of tak-

ing receipts, account for them with the public,

in cafh. If you find an affiftant neceffar)-, you

will appoint fuch a one as you Know to be com-

petent to the Office.

I am, &c.

Goih- Nelson to Col. Thos. Ncioton, Jr.

Sir:

The provifion Commiffioners for Princefs c.imp

Anne and Norfolk Counties will have it in their
'"octo''"'''

power to furnifli you with a confiderable num- "781.

ber
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ber of Cattle, which, as it will be very inconve-

nient to apply them to the ufe of the Army, you

will difpofe of to the French Fleet, for cafh.

This will, at the fame time, benefit the fleet and

public; and the commlffioners of the faid coun-

ties are hereby required to colleft and furnifh

to you what the law requires from their coun-

ties. The commlffioners of Nanfemond are

alfo required to deliver to you, or your affiftant,

the Beeves of that part of their County lying

between Suffolk and Portfmouth.

I am, Sir,

Your Obed't Serv't.

If two light Whale Boats can be got, you will

be pleafed to fend them up immediately to Bur-

well's Ferr)-.

Goi'r N^clson to Col. Tlionias Ncivton.

The count De Graffe is much in want of pro-

vifions for his table, by which, I fuppofe, he may
mean. Small meats and Vegetables. It much
concerns me that he be well fupplied, and I

mufl beg that you will exert yourfelf for this

purpofe. If you cannot procure what is want-

ing by purchafe, you are hereby authorized and

empowered to procure it by imprefs, granting

certificates for what you get in this way. You
will alfo take the Veffels neceffary for your pur-

pofe and their crews, and every other means of

tranf-
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tranfportation which you flTall find requifite.

And all officers of the Militia, on whom you

fhall call for affiftance, are hereby directed to

aid you in the execution of this Office.

I am, &c., yr. ob. Se'v't.

Goin- Nelson to Mr. Dc Tarle.

Sir:

I received your favor of the 2d yefter- Camp

day. With refpecl to the rations of Corn, 'octo, 4,

I think that I can venture to affure you

there will be no other difficulty in furnifh-

ing them than what will arife from the want

of the means of tranfportation, which, also,

will be removed as foon as the Artillery and

military ftores are brought to Camp. Veffels

were yeflerday fent oft'^ to the eaftern fliore,

a country abounding in corn and oats, where I

had previoufly directed forage to be collected.

Thefe veffels will foon return, and others are

out on the fame bufinefs, which may be every

day expected, efpecially one fent up James

river, about twenty miles above Williamsburg,

by Mr. Livingfton, for fifteen hundred bufhels

of corn ; fodder it will not be in my power to

fupply you with, for which reafon I would take

the liberty of advifing that proper perfons be

fent up the country, where only it is to be had

in conhderable quantities, with money to pur-

chafe.
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chafe. Some for immediate ufe may be pur-

chafed in the neighborhood of WilHamsburg.

Had we poffeffion of York river, abundant fup-

plies of all kinds of forage might eafily be

drawn from the Country adjacent to it.

Gozh- Nelson to Count Dc Grassc.

Sir:
Camp Mr. Maur)^ who is charged with this letter

befo. York . t- n ^ r
Ocio. 5, to you, waits on your hxcellency to be mtormed

of the Circumflances of the detention of the

flag Veffels carrying Tobacco to Charleflown.

He was appointed the Agent to negotiate the

fale of this tobacco, and to difcharge the Offi-

cer's debts, but is now in(lru(5led, as political

reafons may flill make it improper for him to

proceed, to return with the veffels, into Port.

He is alfo empowered to purchafe for the

State, any \'effels captured by his mofl Chrif-

tian Majefly's fleet under your Command,
which your Excellency may think proper to

have difpofed of in this manner; and I beg that

you will aid him with your countenance, in the

tranfa6ling of this bufinefs.

I have the Honor, &c.
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Goi'i- Nelson to Honblc Geo. Webb.

Sir:

Your letter of the nth, accompanying
feveral others from different Perfons, has been '

received. Mr. Jamefon and myfelf are of opin-

ion that Mr. Lyon may be permitted to refide

in any Part of the upper Country, at a greater
Diftance than twent>- miles above Richmond, on
giving refponfible fecurity for his good Beha-
viour, and to be forth coming on the future or-

der of the Board. We alfo advife that the Bill

drawn by Col. Slaughter on the Treafury in fa-

vour of Capt. Price, for four thoufand three

hundred and feven pounds, ten fliillings, be
honored.

Be fo good as to have the Seal of the Com-
monwealth affixed to the enclofed Proclamation,

and have a printed copy of it fent to the Dele-

gates of ever)' County', and to each Senator.

Since my laft we took by ftorm two of the

Enemy's Redoubts. The lofs, on both fides,

was nearly equal, and did not exceed one hun-
dred. Our Batteries are now playing on their

works at the diftance of about 200 yards. By
noon, I am informed, we fhall have feventy

Pieces of heavy cannon planted againft them,

which muft foon reduce them to Terms, unlefs

they take a flight to Gloucefter, which may de-

lay their capture a few days. Yefterday morn-
ing, a little before day break, they made a fally,

and got into one of our batteries. They fpiked
8 8 Can-
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8 Cannon, which were immediately unfpiked,

and Killed and wounded about i6 men. They
were repulfed, and fuffered nearly the fame lofs.

I am, &c.

Gov'r Nelson to the Virginia Delegates to Con-
gress.

Gentlemen:
It is with infinite pleafure I con-

" gratulate you on the redudion of York and
Gloucefler, and the Capture of the Whole
Britifli Army, under Lord Cornwallis. On the

17th, at the requeft of Lord Cornwallis, hoftili-

ties ceafed, and Yefterday, the Garrifon of York,

amounting to upwards of two thoufand nine

hundred effeftives, rank and file, marched out

and grounded their arms. Their fick are about

feventeen hundred. The garrifon of Gloucef-

ter, and the men Killed during the fiege, are

computed at near two thoufand, fo that the

whole lofs fuftained by the Enemy, on this Oc-
cafion, mufl be between 6 and 7,000 men. This

blow, I think, mud be a decifive one, it being

out of the Power of G. B. to replace fuch a

number of good troops. His Excellency Gen'l

Wafliington's letter will inform you of the na-

ture of the capitulation, to which I muft refer

you, not having yet procured a copy of the Ar-

ticles.

I have the Honor to be, Gendemen, &c.

Your
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Your favours of Sep'r 4th and 9th have been

received. The interruption in our correfpon-

dence, that is, on my part, has proceeded from

accident, pardy, letters being ready for the laft

poft, but, through hurr^', not fent to the Office

dll too late.

Gov r Nelson to Lord Coi'inoal/is.

Mv Lord:
I have been informed that a number octo

of the Refugees from this State, and alfo ne- '''

groes, are attempting to make their efcape by

getting on board the Bonetta Sloop of War.

As they will endeavour to be concealed from

your Lordfhip's notice, till the Veffel fails, I have

thought it neceffary to make this communication

to you, that you may take meafures to prevent

the State, and individuals, from fuftaining an

injury of this nature.

Gover-nor Nelson to GaiI IVccdon.

Sir:

Your favour of this morning I have re-

ceived. The refugees you have taken may be

fent over here, and alfo the negroes whofe maf-

ters live fouth of York River: and you will be

pleafed to direcl fome perfon to give papers to

fuch
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fuch as belong to the north fide, that they may
immediately return to their owners. What we
fhall finally do with the fick and wounded prif-

oners, I have not yet determined. For the

prefent, I Ihall order them to be guarded by the

Militia of the County. All the arms, except

of the Guard troops, are to be delivered to the

conductor of military ftores.

What you obferve refpecting negroes fecret-

ing themfelves on board the Veffels, I had been

before informed of, and have diretled all the

veffels to be fearched.

Goiir Nelson to Lord Cornwallis.

My Lord:
Camp I have received your verbal meffage

befo. York ^-,. .. , x^.i-nTTTT-
Oct. 21, refpeclmg two citizens—the Rev d Mr. Wm.
'^^'' Andrews and the Rev'd Mr. Harrifon, of this

State, who joine'd the Brit'ifh Army after its ar-

rival here, and who are now delivered up into

the hands of the Civil Power. The laws of the

Country have fixed the mode of proceeding

againft perfons guilty of fuch condudl:, and we

are ignorant of any power which has a right to

fuperfede their force. By thefe laws, enafted

by their own reprefentatives, they fhall be fairly

and impartially tried, and they mufl abide their

fentence.

I am informed that Lieutenant Col. Simcoe
has
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has refufed to deliver up a certain Chriftopher

Robinfon, who now bears a commiffion in his

corps, but who deferted from the actual fervice

of the State.

The articles of capitulation cannot justify this

detention, and I fhall by no means acquiefce in

it. It is my wifh to treat the men, whom the

fortune of War has put into our power, with

that civility which their fituation claims; and it

would give me pain, in any inllance, to act in a

different manner. Your Lordfhip, in the case

under confideration, has, I imagine, the power
of preventing it, and, I flatter myfelf, you will at

once fee the propriety of e.xercifmg this power.

I have, &c.

Govei-nor Nelson to Govr Lee (Mary/and).

Sir:

When I wrote yeflerday, I forgot to ob- camp

ferve to you that the Militia of this State have ''oa. Vi',''

orders to conduCl the Britifh Prifoners, allotted '7^'-

for Frederick Town, only to the Borders of

your State. Your Excellency will, therefore, be

pleafed to make the neceffary preparations for

their reception. I am not fo well acquainted

with the Geography of the Upper Country as

to be able to inform you at what Ferry they

will crofs, but they will be marched by the moft

direct
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direft route from Winchefter to Frederick-

town.

I have, &c.

Coin- Nelson to the Commissary at Fredericks-

burg.

Sir:

Camp This day, the Britifh prifoners were marched

"'oct^°*°^ from Yorl<. In about feven or eight days,

1781. they will pafs through Fredericksburg. They
will there draw feme days' provifions, which you

will, therefore, have ready to be delivered to

them. The number of men will be little fhort

of Six thoufand.



ADDITIONAL LETTERS.

THE origirral defign was to confine this

volume to fuch of the letters of Governor

Nelfon as relate to the events mentioned in the

preface; but a departure from that purpofe was

induced by the confideration, that the addition

of the following letters would enable us to pre-

fent, in one colle6lion, all the letters of Gover-

nor Nelfon which can be found in the archives

of the State.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that the diligence

of Hiftorians and Biographers has fcarcely been

rewarded by the difcovery of a fmgle letter of

this eminent man—a reflec'tion which ought to

make this publication very precious in the eyes

of \'irginians.

Gov'r
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Gov I- Nelson to the County Lieutenants of Lou-

doun, Fauquier, Spotsylvania and Orange.

Sir:

As the tour of duty of the militia from

your County will expire with this month, I muft,

therefore, defire that you will immediately fend

forward the relief of men to join the Marquis

Fayette. If it were poffible that they could

furnifh themfelves with Knapfacks, they would
find great advantage from them on their march.

I am, &c.

[Copy rent to the County Lieutenant of each county.]

Govr Nelson to Colo. John Tavlor.

Sir:

The manner of equipping the legion to be

raifed and commanded by Gen'l Spotfwood, will

be left to himfelf. The Executive do not doubt
his prudence in forming contracts for fuch ac-

coutrements as may be wanted. To comply

with his engagements they will make every ex-

ertion the diftrefsed Circumflances of the Coun-
try will admit: but the State of the treasury

will not allow of an advance of Money at this,

time. The accoutrements already provided

are appropriated for the regular Dragoons al-

ready raifed, who wait only to be furnifhed with

them to take the Field, fo that it would be im-

proper to appl)- any part of thefe to other Pur-

pofes. I am, &c.

Go'v'r
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Gov'r Nelson to Btigadicr-Gcucral Morgan.

Sir:

Your letter of the 15th ins't, addrelTed to Staunton

the Speaker of the Houfe of Delegates, is re- T7S1.'

ferred to the Executive. The readinefs which

you fhew to affift: our invaded country, gives

general fatisfaclion, and I doubt not but this

Letter will meet )Ou far advanced on your

March to join the Marquis, with fuch Volunteers

as you have been able to collect. I am fenfible

of the great Inconveniences arifing to the Peo-

ple by being called out at the approach of Har-

veft ; but I have my hopes that fome capital

Blow may be ft ruck time enough to enable the

Commander of the Troops to difpenfe with their

fervices at that time. Should this not be the

cafe, I flatter myfelf the Militia and \'olunteers

will confider the diftreffes occafioned to the

lower Country, where the ravages of the En-

emy, unlefs Speedily fuppreffed, will involve the

inhabitants in total Ruin. When the account of

the Tradefmen for the neceffaries furniflied to

Major Nelfon's Corps, are, on your order, laid

before the Executive, they will immediatel)' take

meafures for their Difcharge. We are con-

vinced of the propriety of the propofition con-

tained in the Letter, but our prefent fituation

demands difpatch, and fo much time would
elapfe before the whole System could be effec-

tuated, that the advantages to be derived from

a vigorous and immediate effort would be loft :

9 but
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Init as foon as the Situation of the State will

admit, \^'e will, with pleafure, patronize a Scheme
which, the)- truft, will be producftive of the mofl

fahitary effect.

I am, &c.

Governor Nelson to His Excellency Lord Corn-

wallis.

Mv Lord:
Charioties. The extreme Diftrefs of our Offi-

july 3rd, cers and Soldiers who are prifoners at Charlef-

'^^'- town, calls aloud on us for the moft fpeedy and

effectual relief we can afford them. I am in-

formed a Propofition was on foot at the time

Gen'l Philips died, fince when nothing refpecling"

this bufinefs has been done.

General Scott had a promife from the Com-
mandant of Charleftown, that Faffports fliould

be granted to fuch Veffels as the Executive of

this State fhould fend with Tobacco, the only

Article that is likely to benefit our Officers in

that Market. It is neceffary that fome meaf-

ures fhould be fpeedily adopted to enable

them to difcharge the Debts they have con-

tracted with the Inhabitants. .Should I be un-

der the neceffity of fending to Charleftown for

the paffports, much Time will elapfe, and the

inconveniences will be increafed to both par-

ties; I take the Liberty, therefore, of making-

Application to your Lordfhip, and hope to be

honoured
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honoured with an Anfwer by the return of the

Flag-. About fix hundred Hooflieads will be

fufficient for the purpofe.

I ]ia\-e the Honour to be, &c.

Goz'r Nelson to /he Marquis La Fayette.

Sir:

I enclofe \ou I'aiiers received vefterdav, Richmond

, . r •' r r- 1 r ^Ug. 3d,

relative to a leizure oi Stores, the property ot 17S1.

this State, made by Gen'l Wayne. This Step

will, in a confiderable Degree, diftrefs us, the

Stores being intended for the ufe of our Troops

now in the Field, which are in the greatefl want

of them. Befides, the Action, in itfelf is of fuch

a nature as is not to be tolerated where civil

Government is ertabliihed, and regular modes

laid down for procuring neceffaries for our Ar-

mies. Other Exceffes are alfo faid to be com-

mitted on the Property of Individuals by the

Troops of the Pennfylvania Line. I would wil-

lingly flatter myfelf that the)- are done without

the Privity and Countenance of the Officers.

But, whatever the Authority may be under

which they are perpetrated, as firfl Magiflrate

of the State, and (iuardian of the Rights of the

People, it is my Duty to take Care that the)- be

in future prevented. For this purpofe, I have

made you this reprefentation, who, as Com-
mander
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mander-in-Chiet of the American Forces in the

State of Virg-inia, muft be vefted with a Power

of examining into and regulating the Conduft

of all fubordinate Officers. If there is any

thing which you would wifh to communicate to

the Executive, they will be happy in giving you

an Opportunity, in the Council Chamber, at any

time you fhall think proper.

I am, &c.

Goi<'r Nelson to the I'irginia Delegates in Con-

gress.

Gentle.men:
Richmond In the laft Letter I wrote to you, I

"78?. ' mentioned that a Fleet of the Enemy's Tranf-

ports, with troops on Board, had fallen down
from Portfmouth into Hampton Road. They
have fmce moved round into York River, and

have landed both on the York and Gloucefler

Shores. The uncertainty we were in, with re-

fpect to their Intentions, had induced the Mar-

quis to take a Pofition not far below this Place,

that he might have it in his Power to march

either Northward or southward, as their move-

ments (hould make neceffary. Few Troops

were left below, as it was not fufpetled that

they would come to a Place, the neighbourhood

of which they had lately evacuated. From
thefe circumftances, and their being able, with

eafe
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eafe, to tranfport their troops acrofs the River,

as they fee fit, they will have it in their Power

for a l"hort Time, to commit great Devaflations.

Thefe fudden Incurfions into different parts of

the State, arc Calamities which the Geography

of the Country, and their poffeffing the Water,

make it impoffible for us to guard againft; but I

hope the meafures we have taken for our De-

fence will effetlually prevent, in future, their

penetrating far, or poffeffmg long, what their

command of the Water does not fecure to

them. I am anxious to hear what Congrefs has

done refpetting the Illinois Country. It is a

matter which, I think, ought not to be deferred,

if they mean to take it up at all.

Mr. Charles Tomkins and William Buckner,

Inhabitants of Gloucefler County, were taken

prifoners by the Enemy fome time laft March,

in Chefapeake Bay, by Arbuthnot's Fleet, which

they miflook for a French one, and, I am in-

formed, are now confined at New York. They

were only private Militia men when taken, and,

by a Cartel fetded between the Commanders of

the American and Britifh Southern Armies, all

the Militia, made Prifoners in the Southern De-

partment before the 15th of lafl June, are ex-

changed, and are to be immediately liberated.

They are, then, evidently entitled to their Lib-

erty, and cannot be refufed it, on Application

being made for this purpofe. I hope you will

take the trouble of doing them this Favour, and

recovering two good Citizens for the State.

I have
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I have, for a long- Time, had no other Infor-

mation of what has been doing in your part of

the Continent, than what \'ague report has

given me. If an)- Intelligence has been in-

tended, it has met with fome Interruption.

This, I am inclined to think, has been the cafe,

as I underftand the lafl Mail was robbed near

Chriftiana Bridge.

I fhall, once a Week, expect to be favoured,

by fome one of vou, with the news of \-our

City.

I am, &c.,

Govr Nelson to Air. Peter Hogg.

Sir:

1 Your Letter of the 2d inftant, inclollng the

petition of John Claypole and others, has been

delivered to me by Mr. Wodrow. The Execu-

tive are unanimoufly difpofed [to extend] to

thefe unhappy People the fame Lenity that

others have experienced, but they find fome

Difficulty in adopting a proper Mode. It has

been a particular Object with the Framers of

our Conflitution, to Keep as wide apart as pof-

fible, the Executive and the Judiciary powers.

Thefe Petitioners, having been once in the poffef-

fion of a Court, by whom they were continued

for further Trial, a Doubt arifes whether the

E.\ecuti\e can interfere, the Judges of the Gen'l

Court
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Court being the only power from Whom a Writ

of Nolle Profequi can iffue. The commiffion of

Oyer and Terminer not having been executed,

no further Procefs will be ordered againft the

Petitioners until the meeting of the General

Court, before which the Affembly will fit, ac-

cording to Adjournment, to whom this matter

will be referred. I mufl; acknowledge there is

a Degree of Hardfhip in their cafe, when com-

pared with the Cafe of thofe who have been

equally culpable, or, perhaps, more fo, by contin-

uing obftinate until Pardon was offered, which

thefe did not wait for, but fhewed a Difpofition

to return to their Duty, by delivering them-

felves up to Juflice prior to that Period; but as

they are all bailed, no great Inconveniences will

arife to them for a (hort time. With refpe6l to

thofe who have been bound over to the next

Grand Jury Court of the County for Mifde-

nieanor, the Law mufl; take its courfe.

I am, &c.

Gozn- Nelson to his Excellency Governor Burke.

Sir:

The inclofed Letter, from the Prefident of Richmc

Congrefs, was put into my hands, yeflerday, "'^"^g'

which I opened by Aliftake. The line of Ex-

preffes
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preffes being now eftabliflied, I hope we fliall

Keep up, at leaft, a weekly Correfpondence.

In my laft, I informed you that the Enemy
had embarked a very confiderable Part of their

force, and were fallen down to Hampton Road,

with intention of moving up the Bay, or to New
York; but, contrary to the Expectations of

every one, they have taken poft at York and

Gloucefter, where they will make themfelves fo

flrong that it will be difficult to force them out.

There is a matter on which, almoft, the Exist-

ence of this State and that of the Army depend,

and to which I beg )'our immediate Attention.

By a late Refolution of Congrefs, the Bermu-

dians are declared to be on the fame footing

with the Americans, as the Inhabitants of the

other Britifh Iflands, which is, in Fact, declaring

that their Veffels fhall be legal Prize to any

American veffels that may take them, and that

they fhall have no commercial Connexion with

the United States, which they have hitherto en-

joyed in a Small Degree, as to the Article of

Provifions. By this means we ufed to get, now
and then, Salt brought to us for thefe neceffa-

ries, though in fmall quantities, but which, with

fome Affiftance from other Iflands, was fuffi-

cient for our neceffary Purpofes. Our Ports

being blocked up, and this Chance of procuring

Salt from the Bermudians taken from us, I

Know not how we are to be fupplied with it,,

unlefs you can affift us by fecuring what you

have already in the State, and adopting fome
Plan
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Plan for importino- farther. As it is probable

this will be the Seat of war, we have very little

profpe6l of being able to import any, and, with-

out it, it will be Impoffible to fupport the Army.

I mention this matter for your Confideration.

as, in my Opinion, the Intereft of the .South is

deeply concerned in it.

I am, &c.

Goih' Nehoifto the Marquis de la Fayette.

Dear Sir:

Colo, Davies, in confequence of my Richmond

Directions, fent the inclofed Prefs warrants to 1781.

'

one of Major Claiborne's Affiflants that they

might be either forwarded to Major Claiborne,

or executed immediately, as might be mofl con-

venient. To my great furprife, I yefterday had

them returned to me with a Letter from Mr.

Green, the Affiflant Quarter Mafter, which I can

view in no other Light than as an Infult. This

Gentleman feems to think himfelf under no con-

troul but Major Claiborne's. The very excep-

tionable part of my Letter is only an extratl

from the Att of Affembly impowering the Exe-

cutive to iffue Impreffes. Perhaps, if he re-

ceives the Warrants from you, he ma)' think

himfelf bound to obey, and, therefore, that there

may be no longer Dela)' in this matter, I take

10 the
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the Liberty of fending them to you. This Bu-

finess would have been executed fooner had I

not waited for an Affiftant of Claiborne's, who
was to be flationed at this Place. Mr. Green

at length arrived, but informs me that he is to

take Charge of the Office, only, having nothing

to do with the District Businefs, as he calls it,

fo that, by Punctilios, the Army is likely to go

without Provifions. Unlefs fomething decifive

is done with this department, the Operations of

the Army will be greatly retarded. Major Clai-

borne has received upwards of twenty Wag-
gons from the Country, which, with the number
already mentioned in the warrants, I am in hopes

will be fufificient. If they have been applied to

any other Purpofe, and he will inform me of it,

I will extend the Imprefs. I have a right to

know in what manner Articles that have been

taken from the Citizens are applied.

Captain Muir has prefented a Certificate for

the Lofs of two Horfes, at Petersburg. The

Circumftanees relative to this matter are ex-

a6lly fimilar to thofe of Major Mitchell, in whofe

cafe you gave an order on the Continental

Quarter Mafler General.

Several of the Inhabitants of York have ap-

plyed to me for Flags, to endeavour to remove

their Families from thence. It would fave much
trouble, if fome mode could be adopted for a

general Application to Lord Cornwallis. For

the prefent, however, I wilh Mr. Reynolds and

Mr.
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Mr. Gibbons could be indulged with one. I

underftand Col. INIatthews is at Byrds. He
might fend a Dragoon with thefe Gendemen.

I am, &c.
























